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The problem of interm&rriage 1s old. An 

s.nalya"i.a of this problem in every period of history ha.a 

oa.ueed a re- a.wakening in Jewish life. Interm&rr1a.ge is 

the resulte.nt foroe of Jewish &djuatment. It 18 the 

equilibrating foroe oe the Jew Nld his environment. It 

also h&ppens to be one of the !ew resultant f&otors that 

1s subj eot to a.n&lyeh, It is the 1ndioator of the 

growth or loss of Judaism. It shows us whether the Jew 

is e&tisfied with Judaism, whether Judaism is Q. potent 

f&otor in his life and whether it bas induoed in him 

that loy&lty and love whioh oa.n aot a.a & powerful 

deterrent, in view of the ~re~t difficulty of keeping 

~ minority group &live. 

What are the tendenoieR in modern times? Is 

the !utur~ of Juda.ism at atake? For is not the future 

of Jud&ism dependent upon the &dherenoe of the Jew to 

tie f aith, whioh will inspire him to help develop 

Judaism ~nd upon the abolition of intermarr iage? Wh&t 

&re the faote? And if the number of Jews that are being 

lost are on the 1noreaee, oan we not find out why? Sino• 

it is the resultant of a number of forces, oan we not 

determine the power &nd direotion of these oomponent 

Ooroes? By analyzing these oomponent foroee and the 

oond1tione wh1oh oause their &ot1on, ie it not possible 

to dim1n1eh their power &nd alter their direction, in 

order that the result~nt !oroe, the equilibrating !oroe, 

1ntermarr1&ge, may be &t a minimum? 
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CAUSES 

The ohrietl4n ohuroh has been just as eage r 

to pre•ent interm&rri&ge aa the authorit&t1ve Jewish 

Ass embly. the only d1fferenoe is that the ohuroh, by 

virtue o! ite}X>wer w~e &ble to set up more 1nh1b1t1one 

th&n the synagogue. The power of the ohurch Rnd st&te 

wer.e identio&l. Churoh orders were executed by the 

state. It was the state th~t prohibited marriages 

between Jew and Ohr1et i&n. The i tnretus to abolieh the 

statu tes forb iddi ng marriage between Jew and Chri sti an 

came from the Frenoh Revolution, when N&poleon I 

abolished t he state-~hurch in Fr~nce. He &eked the 

Jewi sh Synhed(in\ which he assembled to a.ns\Yer the quest ion 

whether ~ ewe m~y marry with Christians. Equ~l rights 

•11ere granted to the Jaw . The remov"'-1 of this ohurch 

authority, whioh very few of us we.nt to witness gain, 

oontributed mat erially to the i noreas ing number of 

1 nt ertnfi.rrie.ges. 

It1'1e not until 1875 th~t aimil~r oond1t1ons 

were obtained i~ Germany . In HWlgary it w~a in 1895. 

The World W•r liber&t~d Au.stri~ and Russia. The 

MohB.tlmed.a.n oouLtries still oarry these prohibitions. 

In order for a Jew to marry a Chr1st1&n 1n Aust ria, pri or 

to the war , it was neoesea ry for the oo~ple to dbolsre 

tbemaelv8s free thinkers. In Rueei& it oould be brought 

sbout only by B&pt eeimals. These were deterrents . But 

with the world we.r , ~ese ls.we we.re a.boli shed. The power 

of the Greek Orthodoa Chu~oh w&ned. ihe state ~&s 



independent of t he ohurob. Religion no l onger i nf l uenoed 

the l i ves of the Russi ans, nor di d the ohuroh dictate 

their la.we. Ohrieti~ns a.nd J e\va a.re ma.rrying mor e freely 

a nd in g reater numbers . 

But why he.a t he Jew all owed hicaelf to die 

beca us e of the mercy of Christendom due to its inner 

weakness? Why aas not t he Jew been*>le to withstand 

these temptat i ons? Ie it not beoau~e of t he attitude 

of ih s.uthodta.tive bodies? What were the offioie.l 

opinions of the Napoleoni o Synhedrin, the Braunsohweig 

Oonferenoe, the Central Conf erenoe of A~erio&n Rabb is, 

and the modern Frenoh Reform Synngogu e? 

Th!! opinion of t he Synhedrin \'T9.S thA.t only 

marri~gea with C6nnon1tes ~re ~beolutely f orbidden, 

but that mar~i~ges wi th Chri stiene ought probably not 

t o be oelebr ated by Jewish pr iest s, but otherwi s e , 

t here wa a no hi ndrA.nce . The R&.bbini oa.l Oonfetenoe of 

Braunaohwsig p~oclnimed t hat the marri a ge of a. J ew 

withe. Chri eti a.n wo!llan or wi th a.ny ~dherent of s. 

monotheistio rel i gion , i s not prohib i ted 1f the 

chi ldren of suoh ms.r.r1R-ge a. re permitted by the s t s. ta 

to be brought up i n the IsrA.el1 t ieh Religion. The 

Central Conference of Amerioan Rabbi s declar ed that 

n11xed ma rr ia.gee ~re contrary to the tr&dit1ons of the 

J ewi sh Rel i gion and should therefore be d1soouraged by 

the Ameri osn Ra.bbinate. 9ut &n amend~ent t o the ef! eot 



that a rs.bbi ought not to off i c iate &t a mixed ma.rri&ge 

w~s lost when put to & vote. The Reform SyO:J.gogue of 

Paris penu1ts mixed marriages. 

These aut hori tative bodies have not the oour&ge 

of their oonv1ctione . They leave it to t he i ndiv1dua.l, 

a nd then condemn him because of his a cti ons . Since when 

1a the r e&soni ng of the American R&bbi, "contrary to 

tradition " , greater tha~ contre.ry to l i fe. Thei r i s no 

oonsis tenoy. The individu&l J ew also bears no oonviotion. 

Organized J ewish Religion is loosing it s hold upon i t s 

people . Each rabb i is & pope wi th dif f erent views. The 

Jew does not r epres ent anything def i ni t e . One oan ge t 

permis s i on to do anythin~ even t hough i t b e contrary to 

the growth of Judai9m. Rabbi and Mini s ter off i c i a te at 

the same weddi ng. 

The i nfluence of religion upon the J 8 \V is 

decl ining . The rabbis have not won the confi dence of 

their people . They apsak to empty pews . Thay do not 

r each and are not keeping thei r people . Even the very 

small peroant~ge tha t i s affiliated wi th the synfl.gogu~ i 

has net been r elig i ously i nspi r ed. In l91S, ~here were 

only 39,260 sea ts in all the synagogues of New York City 

in which English s ermons we r e being pr eached. I! \'f 8 

ren1ember tha t there were 900 , 000 Jews in New York 01 ty 

then, ooat of whom epoY. e and understood English, we 

re&lize th.~t less then 5% could be acoom~odated . There 

&re not even t he potenti&l powers &nd o&paoi t i es ior 



influeno1ng. The reli gious decline under these oonditiona, 

ia 1nevi ta.ble. 

B. Rapchlnaky in ~he Rasaviet maga zine of Pa ris, 

Apri l 19 , 1925, declares that the Dutoh Jewish leadera 

of Holland are dis cussing very ser1oualy the problem of 

interm&r r i age, and thei r declaration 11, "Th• ohief o&Wie 

for the increase in interm~rriage between J ews and 

gentiles in Hol land, i s attri buted by aome to the falling 

s.wa.y of rel1gioa i t y among J 8\TB as well a.a non-J ewe. The 

nw:.b<3r of per sons not a.ffil1a.ted 1'11.th any religious 

1nst1 tut1ons 1n this country is gro•dng fro1:1 year to yeFlr, 

as o'u be s ean from atatiatios of the l~at twenty yea rs." 

Thi a l&ok of F\ffilia tion is univera~l . 

This indif fersnce and neglect on the part of 

tba older generation i s trnnso1t ~sd to the younger 

gansr~t i on. Tnare i s only a vory weak ~ttdopt to d3Velop 

the r eligiou a oonaciousneea oi the young . In New York City 

during 1917 , 275, 000 Jawiah children a.tt~mdsd the dlement'\.ry 

schools. Only 05 ,400 reoai vdd sowe rsli gi oua euuoat i on, 

less thl-n 2!+f.,. C~ \V8 J: 1.' dVent J l)'/1 9 f.rOm interma r rying 1Vh8n 

tha1 l" loyal ties a.re founded upon ignorance rather than 

upon Tor. h ~nd Trutn7 

~inority groups oannot ~e•ee~¥• eurv1va upon 

bli nd loyalties . Tuey ~xist eithe r beo~use they fe el th~+. 

they ba.ve some distinct contri bution to offer, or b eoa.use 

outside pressure h~s be 3n brought to bear. We ~11 l ike to 

be martyrs. M~rtyrdom f Aaoln&tes. But now th&t the Jew 

is no longer oppressed, he seeks to get Gut . Blind 



loyalties ~111 not hold hi m. Hie group ooneo1ouaneae 

hAa beooma weakened. He ie no longer p~oud of hie people. 

He revolts ~gainet the remaining reatriotions. Int ermarriage 

to him is a n apparent solution. Nothing w&a s&ori fioed 

by hi rn when he tried the experiment. He bf-\d no relig ious 

oousoiousnesa to trouble hi m. 

The re has also been & movement in J ewry whioh 

believes i t oan solve the Jewish problem by me&ne of 

in1n1mi z1ng religion . Tbei r domina.nt slo~n is th~t •Re are 

& Jewish R&o e, & def1nit~ ethnic group . 

They have nothi ng to offer rel i giously . Their 

loyalties oonaiet in the gloat i ng ov~~ their hist ory. 
I 

A rxi" lt so hq,ppans tt'-t their obUdren hl\ve not rece1 ved 

any Je wish education, and if they h~v e not suffered or 

witnesa ~d sutfe ring beoauee they w~re Jews, wil l they not 

interina.rry very ren.d1ly7 Ot oouree they \'lill. It ia only 

the daiversity of rsl i gious belief that is everywbers the 

great stUJ:'lbling blook i n the way of marr i age . For the~. 

religi on is non-existent. Aleo lfhen the ternpor~ry shyness 

'\nd stra.ngenetjs whi oh ua\U\lly die'lppan.rs i n t·.vo gener"'-Uons 

has been worn off, the ro~d i~ ~ids open. Wb~t ia to hold 

them? Intermarriage to ibem ta not aaoril egioua. They 

requi re no olergymtm to s&notU'y their marriage . They 

s~off ~t the re ligi ous oersmony. 

lln.ny of these m&rr1~ges ha.ve been ma.de possible 

due to the lenienoy of Ohristendan a.nd the enl1ghtaament 

of its adherents. The J ew ia no longer ~ thorn in the 



side of the clergy. Tne ediota wbioh prohibited t he 

clergy f rom di ning with the Jew, have be~n r evoked . The 

Chris t ian is underst~nding the J ew to a greater e xtent. 

Tbe J ew in hia eyes is no l onger tbe unusual or rare 

person. They are not dist i nguished by their resembl~noe 

to Bi blical p~tri~rohs . They are no long~r depicted as 

the a rob-heret1ca ,"Dero1de or lno~rnate Anti -Christ.~ 

The Christia n folk lore 11hioh r'3go.rded 11 he J ew a s 

infr~hum~n. is being d i sco rded . 

The bas i c 1de& of the age has b eoome the 

Brotherhood of Mhn. Anrt thia i e gre&tly r espons i ble 

for our attitude and 1e ~ooordingly influeno1ng our 

b ehavior. This ha.a even helped b rea.k down the 'Jarrier 

bet~9an the c,thol1o o.nd the Protes~~nt. They t oo 're 

1ntermQrry1ng i n grea tdr nUJ:lbere . ~uob ~~inst the protest 

of the ~s.tholi o ohw·oh. Tbi e be.ale i dea o!.i.a o.ot'3d as a 

pow~rtul solvent of ~11 ~t~ old 1de~a and 9st~bliahed 

ouat orn a. We are now ~ 1v1ng under the wf1. ri11 aun of 

tolerance . And unde r such skies, thos e who liv~ on good 

te ..cms w1 th their neighbors, ma rry wi th them r '3g.,rdle aa 

of ethnic str&ins or religi ous beliefs . Fort he J '3W who 

h~d no desire to be ~r~nded o~ &at ~p~rt ~nd who fel t he 

h~d no dtatm .~tive oontribut1on as ~ J ew, this atmosphere 

provides ~ very eas y avenue of esoape . And they ha.ve 

eeoa.ped. 

Their es o&pe bEJ.s b een o~de easy beo~uee of the 

~pparent ea se with which they h&ve been abl~ to adopt the 



western custom . Thie of oourse~ made it neoess&ry to 

drop their old customs. It ls also a our1oua faot th~ t 

with the grea test proportion of Jews , the strength of 

t he i r relig ios ity v~ried direotly with the number of 

rel i g ious preoepte and austoms that they observed. 

Religion was synonymous with custom. When oustoma • , 
like dieta.ry l~"s, phylacteriee

1
eha.ving wi th a r a.zor, 

a.nd S&bbath were dropped, religion too ~~B dropped. 

In t he west, the home hsa no longer become the oenter 

of influenoe. This oustom w~s also &dopted by the J ew. 

With this, he lost the i nfluence of the old J ewish home. 

He h~d no ~eoories to trouble h1m. F~ther &nd mother no 

l onger influenced hi m. Th~y oould not help him ca r ry on 

as a. J ew. 

Being removed f rom t he a~at , the me~ory of 

pogcoms did. not t <\<mt him . The Chr1st1e.n '.Vas fr iendly 

to him . He h ~d no trstining .. n1oh ac.r.used hi ni to spit tle 

when pass i ng ~ ol:urch. They nsvec suf f ered i n the na.me 

of J esus. Christ11\n1ty was not t o them the hna t hema. of 

old. Wh~t woul d then deter them from 1ntermacry1ng. Did 

they not h~ve a s i mi lar outlook upon 11fe1 Wer~ not the 

goals of both of them, the development of good hum~n s vule ? 

Did they not spe~k the same language ~ ni hav~ & simjl~r 

eduo~t1on7 There no longer wer e any ~nimositiee over the 

prob lems of Theology and Rel igion . They both ~greed that 

there w~a no hell, no savi or, no god, nor &ny 1.mtlortal1ty. 

C~n 1ntel"!ll~rr1age be prevonted where people thi nk in thia 



manner ? 

Very f~w of us have the proper sense of 

perapeot1v1ty. If we are not 1n direot contaot with our 

object, we r a rel y see it as it exists. But ra.ther thru 

the lenee of d1atanoe which diatorts the reality. Thie 

un real imagina tion by J ew of Ohrieti&n and vioe versa, 

c~uaed by ignora nce and lack of cont&cta was one of the very 

strong b~rriera of the ~gee. But now t~e Jew has ~ttained 

~ hi gher eoonom1c status . His mobile powers are gre&ter. 

He now is allowed to move. Ther~ a~e very few restrictions. 

He is one of th~ gr~a~ contributors to modern culture. He 

has been aaeimi l a ted 11nguist1o~lly and aooi~lly beoauae 

of his intense p~rt1cip~ tion in the oodern world. He 

atud1~s 'Uld tenchea ~t any u.~1veraity. There a re no gui lds 

whi ch require oer~ain r el i g ious bel ief or a f f i l i a tion. His 

religion ia no longer ~ atU!llb l1ng blook . And if it w~re, 

it ha s bean so dil uted, th~t it could be further watered 

until its s t rength oould hardly be det ected. Hie clothss 

~nd hie living qu~rters e rd the a!Ul'le ~e the Christ1~n~. 

When the~e 1e t hi s inoreasad inte miingl1ng without ~ny 

self ooneo1ousn~as, there is gr&&ter field from whi ch to 

choos e to marry. Unde~ th~s~ oonditione, christia n ~omen 

and Jewish m9n can learn to grow fond of eaoh other a nd 

develop a true l ove. With A gre&ter ohoioe, there are 

more te~pt~tione. 

Tbey come and go unhampered. They operate &e 

equale. They ha.ve 'baorbed the cultures of their 

r espective countries. To differenti~te betv -- 1 the 



Jew &nd Chtts t i an is d i fficult ~a is the cas e i n Prussi a, 

Soandina.viA., Frs.noe, &.nd Itary. And not h·~v ing &ny 

d1 et1not measo.ge a e a J ew, they trust intermarry. Where 

i mmi gration i e limit~d. and only ~ sma ll number of Jews 

remai n in the country, their appe~ranoe in Christi&n 

ci rels is not resented. A love will deve l op. There~ll 

b e a d i sparity of sexes n.nd Cnciatendorn , not tbe 

1tn.':l 1grs.n t J ew, a.s he.rattif o re , wi ll b e the reservoi r from 

whi ch the J ew ~11 1 obooa a. 

Under these conditi ons , the r oad to intermarriage 

i s ma da very smooth . Ruppi n sa.ya tha t the more J ews a.nd 

Chri s tia,ne mi x w1 t i: one another i n e conom! ca ~nd sooi a.l 

11fe, the more likl!ly i t 1s t h;;.t they will mi:iuy 'lf itb one 

a nother. I b e l ieve th!s.t in our day, ~hen J ew and Ghristi~n 

reoG1v~ the sei.me eduoA.t i on , dev'3lop t he s ame contempt\ a.nd 

s i ~ i lfi r psyohologioal outlooks, when they a re both 

i:..baolu tely i g11o r "l.nt of their .r eapeotiv~ r el1g1 ons, when 

they feel th~t they h~ V6 noth ing di stinct i ve to oontri~ute 

o.a a Jew or a Cnr1st1~n, intermarriage mus t i no rea.se. The 

edict of the J;riest R.nd i·a.">b i mA.y be headed. But thei r 

inner oonsoj ou• ness rebels . It i s this 1nw$rd fe~ling 

tha.t 0ounte , t ~·.» t wi ll r ecord futurd hi story. Thie 

inward feeling, I believe, ~pprovoe of interm~rri~ge. 

This, the priest hnd rRh;11 h'l.ve be~n une.ble to influence 

by their outw&. .rd oomv1a.nds . Th i s oa.n posa ibly be expla ined 

by the four yea r experi ment in New York Ci t y. The pl&y 



"Abie's Iriab Rosa " deals with this type of thetie . It bas 

a l ready been s een b y over ~,000,000 people, s omething 

unusual. Cr1t 1os o~ll it stupid , i mpos s i ble, in~rt1st 1o, 

&nd b&d att. Yet t he i nner oonaciouaness o! the J10ple 

l i ke i t . The ~ries t a~ys thou shalt not inter~rry . 

The ra.bbi shys thou shalt not 1nterm~rry . The populace 

heeds only ~fter a f&sbion, but their he~rts ~nd emot i ons 

~pprove of int erma..cri a.ge. They enjoy aeaing it H.nd give 

thei r oonsent to it, if only on t he stage. I f we are 

e.gainat mi xetl ma.rris gee 'li d must aoceho\' al t 1u these 

emotional reA.ct1ons . Otherwi se they ·~11 1 r ecor d history. 



III 

Uan 1a not born f ree . He is born int o &. 

definite scheme of life. Hie birth m~y be l ikened to 

~nother link which has been attached to a given ch~in . 

He ~bsorbs all the tr~dition, cemoriea and habi ts of 

his group . They are bi s whether be wills them or not. 

The world recognizes them. No a.mount of mumbling of the 

l1pa or outward oonversione wi l l ~lter the circumstances . 

Once born a Jew, you a.re s.hva.ye recognized by the world 

a.a a. Jew. You ma.y i f you choose, h&.v" a.n adj ective 

preceding the wortl Jew , but the ~yes of t he world ~re 

not blinded. Even such a one as a very liberal 

Unita r i an minis t~r of N~w York City, epe~ka of ' 

trustee of hi a church not ha e. Ch1'1atia.n , or e. J ew 

converted to Cnri etiA.nity, but a e th e J e,., who is t ne 

member of hi s boa rd. By interm~.r rying, \Ve do not ao l va 

the Jewi sh problem. We just compli ca.te it, ~nd c'.1.uae 

f\O i ncre..,aed ~rnba.rra.aoment in t he 11ves of the p'11tic !p-1.nta. 

I t 1~ not very ple~eureable to liv e est r~ng~d 

fr om one 's p•: ro:mte, t .cothere, sister s, ~nd relf4 t 1ves. 

Interma.rr 1age brings a.bout a.n abrupt separati on with 

family ~nd tra di tions . Rs.rely do the parents fo rget . 

Their link h~a beqn sna pped from the ch~in of tradition 

i ne tead of bei ng developed or causing further growth. 

Practi c~l difficulties ~re developed . In smaller cities , 

social ~ot1vities eca.nAte from the chur ch. Even i f one 



adopts the reli g i on of t he other, yet ther e is the 

suspicion in the ~ dopted gr oup . Your tradi t ions ~re 

not my tr~d1tions. The president o! my congrdgt.t,on 

has a eon ~nd daughter who l ive in the sat.le town ~a 

h~ does. Both a re D'll'l..cried. The daughter hns 

int9rm~rcied. Prio r to the eetablisb.Jllent of the l ib~r~l 

syn~gogue, neither ever a ttended divine service , or 

aeeoci a ted themselvHs with Jewl eh ' ot1v1t1ee . Now they 

~re ~oth members of the syna gogue. The eon in f~ot, is 

on3 of i ts most ~rdent devotees. But the daughter and 

her ex- c~ tholio huebtlnd do not oot\e . ~he !eels str'lngs, 

g\:11 t y 'Ind o\.lt of p l r..oe .vhen he f\.OCOtlJ:f\n 1es her ~o the 

ayn~gog-ue . He 1n turn l a ahl\ys "red in t hs f .-..ce", tho 

he h~a expree stld on vi~ny occt\.e iona tha t the se.cv1oes 

1nspi r3 him. It juet o~n• t ~e erf'~d~. cqted . 

Thei r eocl~l a ot1vit1ee muet be curbed. And 

s in'.Je Man is a grl!g~ .l'i oue ·o eing , ~hie seclusion c"-USat3 

st ress . Thdir ~inda cannot be fre e . It ls i mpoeslble 

fo 1· them sv'!n to e t ~end ~t congcegi..tion&.l aeder wj th 

pertaot fre ~dom ~i.nd ease. Somehow, tn~y do not fe e l 

t1.t horr:e. Di acussj ons of !'dlig ion muat be avoided. No 

amount o! logio or rat ionaliza tion o~n cvarcome this 

difficulty. Ths develop~ant of the eruotions in t heir 

youth, tor whloh they a re no t £esponaihle, c~nnot be 

ovsrc.omt:t . 

There is ~lw~ye a breath of apolog'/ and 

reetr~1nt in suoh homes . Even a.n unoonac1ous r'ms.kk 

• 



ocnceniing their religious differences is l ike prodding 

f• t ;i so1·e acmsi t1 ve spot . Religion to them ia a.s aooi a.ted 

w1 th pin p.cioks . In euoh homes 1 there oA.nnot be a.ny 

rel1g1ou~ development. They are too sensitive. It is ~ 

house divided s.nd di srupted, a. house wi th two s s h of 

ide<i.s o.r.d ide1;.ls . And >7bere there is undue e3nb1t1veness , 

there a re additional causes fort rouble. Statistics 

verify this. 

Di vorces among mixod m~rriagea in Berlin ~ re 

from three 1. o four t i me1:1 a.a nuruerous a s pure rna.rri a.gew. 

The children or ~jxed marriages a re not under 

ordi nary oondi ti one a.tt~cbed to t he p!i.ren t who belonged 

t o the o1.ncr1 ty group. Very of ten they deaphe the 

pa.rent for not being "l oenbe r of ";ht' dow1ns nt !'el1g1on. 

The child i n most oases ha s never ~ ttended the 4el1gious 

schools. They ht.ve no def i ni te religious oonv1ct1ons 

the~delves , but they h9ve t he deal r e to associate 

themselves with the dotlina.nt group. They wi ll li e and 

deny ~h""t their Jei-;1sh p-..rent is of Jewish origin. They 

kre unhappy over the ent i rd matter , whioh oould easily 

have b een solved if ~e did not l ive i n th1 e oomplic~ted 

oivilizati~n. The child must be label l ed. Who ever he~rd 

of just a ohild'l He must be a Christ i an, Moh8.l!llnedAn, Jew, 

or some other at&nd~rd ensign bear6r. Just as the man 

without a oou n try ,. nd without e. uni on 1a 1 ook ed dO\Yn upon, 

so is the ohild who is not l~bell ad beo~uae of ~ny 

religious af fil1ationa. 



To Whfl.t Sunds.y School ah•.1 1 we send our 

child, is &n important home i ssue wheh the child re~ones 

h i s s i xth or seventh b i rthday . Houses ~re d i vided ~nd 

relatives a re t~lking. A hornet ' s nest he.a been 

disturbed. And the poor little i nnocent ohild i a the 

caus e. What a s~nd off t o one who 1a about t o begi n 

hi s a.dv~nture of r eligioua developl"1ent . ~t it ends 

not here. Even by the chi ldr.en o! his Sunday School , 

wil l ~e be unduly noticeed ? He bears the e tigru~, 

somehow, of an interm~rriage. He feela stranga among 

Jew and stranger among Christirtne. Chi ldren will 

~lwaya r i dicule ~nd put forth embarr~saing questions. 

They ~ill &&y ~a they h~v e 1nav town to ~ child of a 

mixed marriage whose f n.ther 1s a Jew, "Your fe.ther is 

not al l owed to ea t thi s 1:1.nd thi s. 11 Wby? 11 It inc r ea ses 

the sens itiveness of the child . He cries. He i a te~5ed 

a n.:1 r:i~de uncotdf oct'lbl >; . PJ.•oba.bly ci. fi ght >'1111 eni::1uc1 . 

le there a pri nc i ple i nvolved? Shall we forestall a ny 

such ocoa.s ions 7 Wbou shnl l he m!lrry? Sbci.11 it b e Jew 

or Chri a ti~n7 He feels equally staange in both groups. 

'l'be Je~1 looka upon hio hs.lr he 'i rt~dly; the Cbril:!U'• r. 

do9s not with open arms accept him . Wb.y shall \'I e cause 

our offspring suoh feel i ngs? Shall minister or r~bbi 

s~nctify such marri~ge? 

Usu.ally, the ohi ld a. dopts the dominant rel i gion. 

Rupp1n e&ys thnt only about lOi of the oh1ldren of mixed 

m~rri~ges r em&1n defini tely J ews ~nd ma r ry in the J ew18h 



oomrnuni ty. 

It c a.y oa.uee me.ny blushes , because th9 stigma. 

of thd Je.,~ in h1rJ1 is not efl.aily eradi oa.ted. In eaioh 

s u ooeeding gener~tion, the blush will be lees pronounced , 

but to Judais~ a nd to the J ewi sh people, he h~a sa.1d 

''rewell . David Ei nhorn we ll epi t oc i zed. the m~tter 1vhen 

he s<tid tbs t evecy intecma.aiage is <lnother ns.il in the 

ooffin of Judl\is111 . 

The re ~re thos e vho do not get out 1rnced1ately . 

They mus t r em&.in because of the \Villa of the1 r p<1. 1·ent s or 

bec~use socie ty doe s not ~ llow them to eao~pe. They a re 

s omehow brA.nded. This g roup inc .L'eA.aea dialoy<\. l ty 1\J!lOng 

others who look to them FLS po int~d exs.wples. Thi s g roup 

1 s not i nterested in the growth and dc)velopri1ent of 

J11d~isn1 . Their r; reEJenoe, I beli ev e, jeopar ci1Zea the 

growth of Judai aiu. 

Very often, thi s g roup is res pected in t ha_ 

o or:wiunity. Tb~y may be honest busine s s msn, gifted 

to ttorneya, esta.bli.ehad bankers, soientists, 9.rt1sta, 

o r l itera ry cien. They very ofttsn •• re the exemplars 

of the youth. Yet hy their int~n:1a r r 1a ga , they a.lso 

rob Juda.ism of their own potentbl qu11 lit1es. They 

no longer pl~y ~ny pa r t in the development of 

Jewish O\.Llture . Their ~1 fts do not benefit Jud.~1sm 

nor do they enh~nce its growth. 

Judaism is more we~kened thru intermarr i age 

the n thru perseoution or forood oonvereions. Ono• 



intermarri age b eoomes a "fad" or no longer is a.eaoc1a.ted 

~1th ques tionable motives, and inunigration into thn t 

dietriot h~s been checked or elimina t ed, the entire 

oomr.iunity will ultimately be absorbed. 

The Jewis h colony in Ka.rfengfu , China., 

remFt ined i n ta.ot \Vhile 1 t had 1te own rel1 gioue ~nd 

spiri t ual oenter . Obere t Gudow1e, the well known 

explorer and Chines~ authority, says that 1d. th the 

1rn poverishD1ent of 1 t s centers a.nd the \ves.kening of 1 ts 

spi r ituA.l t ies, 1ntermarr19.ge set i n . Gri:..dually t he 

entire J ewi sh corlt'l un i ty was J'\.b sorbad by the Chinese. 

Pi ctures of t he K9.rfen~fu J ewe ahow t hen to be Chi nese 

i n ev ery .respect, tncludi ng tba cha.raoter1stio "i: i gt tl.11", 

only one of these J ews s til l p reserving some J ewish 

r"l.c1Ell tru.its, aAya Dr . Holm, the D!Ul i ah explorer . Mr,.x 

Notdau writes thh.t of tha deEoendante of the Synhedrin, 

not h~lf a.re now J ews; ~nd even thos e \Vho hA.v e not 

a.bJu r ed Juds 1ent , many h vei Chri sti&na in the i r ram111ea . 

He f urther wr1 tea t hs.t thdre 1a not a ~ingle J e'.viah 

House of more t h!.i.n half a century 1 s st::..nd1ng which 

had not become related by ru~rri~ge t o Ohr1st19ns. Yet 

~nether generat i on a nd no t one of these o ld f Rm i lies of 

Frenoh Jews will a.ny lon~er adhere 1D Jurt~1sm. 



A few ""'"'k6 "\~o , I s poke t o E.I. y oung J e ·v1 sh 

woman wr.o wi:i.s reoent ly dj vorced f .com her husb'"md . She 

h:td no J ewi sh t ~1n1nl"." or eduol\tion and W«\!:! r 'l.isqd in 

.. bot•"' th~ t WF•s fr ,• e frol!l Jewish i nfluences . She tol d 

oe tbat sbs nsvec f e lt ~ s tbou~b she w~ra ~ J~~ess. And 

1t so happened thRt ahe learned t o loves Ch rjst i~n . 

She married h i m. The ceret'lony was oiv11. Her p~renta 

were not vary happy ov3r her t'l&t ch, but her husband wtLs 

racai vec1 by them. It ~e ·-.i.fte r t hei : 1.ia rriage tb.s..t her 

Jew i shness wn.a ~wakened . It WhS due to ths re1:1a.rks or 

her husband Hhen he becanie a.n~ry. The sb0ut "Ds.xlned J S.Y" 

somehow sti r reo. up tha thous'i.nd~ of y eF.i.rs of l tt en t 

i:13modee . Thee& c1et .ories ahe s ~ id W.Jt.ld no t dia. 

Th e dogmR ot' ()Ur (.Oderr. nil"' 1s thh.t "Lov e is 

vr"" nd." Every and t:l'l...st love iL. he 1a hue1a n. And th>i.t 

th i s love l a the solvent of al l prej udices ' nd conoJr ti c nw. 

We a xe net supposed to n~lyze t ho poaJ1ble re~u lta . The 

love of the indi vi .lu.q.l 1 a greq.t •rnd will ove rb.-.l s.noe o.nd 

dissolve R.11 poaai ':>le bad result a . Most love is Just '1 

oertain form of infatuat i on ~nd th i a ~odern rtogma is most 

dan gercu3 . t.iust we not break up t~1~ f A.l sq d ogr:a .\.nd 

i nduoe 1nM.b1tions which wi ll pr event intermi.rri a ge7 ::31.1 t 

whe.t type of i nhi bit ion shall wt3 develop? Sh&ll we 

encou rage auob outward forces aa Ghettoe s , colored 

garbndinea, pogroms, ant1- s9ci1 t 1o rnovemen ts, exclt:.sions, 

and aooi~l ostr~cistma? No , they wi l J not oause growth. 



The Chia! R!.bb 1 of Engl a nd procla imed "Be 

st9~df&st in your 8 pE' .r~ tenee s s o th~t your wedded 

sta.te ma.y bri ng you ha ppiness." This h~s very 11 ttle 

ef ~eot. Compulsion or t hrel"t is not desira ble 1n 

rel i g ious cn t tera. It nevdr aolvea the problem. 

Com~l~1nts bnd l uwdntat1ons ove r relig i ous life or 

d epreoa t ing interma. rri" ga, a re only signs of rel1~1.ous 

conoern , but they 'lre nev~r rolvents. 

In Gerr:n .ny, the "C. V. Zei t ung" , tha organ 

of the Centr~l Assoc i a t i on of G~rman Citi z ens of the 

Jewish FP.! th, b311 eves thft. t 1 t oa.n s olve the 1'roblem 

wi th the slogs.n, "Ba.ck to the village to r:rese2:ve 

Germa.n J ewry." In thei l' iss ue of J une 2 , 1925. they 

wr1 te, 11 The plP.gue of i nterma.r r lAge a.nd aposta.cy i s "" 

result cf t he Jeqs s ettling in tne l r ge oi t iea. In 

the arcading ot our oo- religioni~~s in the c lt i~s ~nd 

tne oon t inU•JUS exodus of tht;; J ewish coi:u:..uni : 19a from 

tna v il l~ge , we so~ the main f~otor in ~he ~i~ integration 

of J 317cy." But th 3 J ews a re in the oi t 1ea '\Od we mt,;.at 

help t hee the r e . Toe ory of the gr~nd old d~ya i n t he 

villa ge ia no ~ ol ution. We o~cn o t &I io~d t o r~~ i on Lliza . 

Tba le~idera of J 'JWry an ... 9 t .reri.oh their ralig1 onist s . They 

c1ust g r d.p pl a r:i t b th .3 p : ob l<3a. . Tbfl bls.o s is . n th~1r 

shoulders. Thi:;y hfs.v e not basn o.bla t o oa ue e Jud•1,1sn1 to 

gr owfi "'-Od develop in auoh r.1 nner i;ha.t theil· oo-~eligioniot:> 

Nould find 1t to be a neoer.aity 1nstea.d or b eing a ':> la to 



dispense wi th it with v~ry little conc~rn . 

l1Abb1 Ie ra al I3rod1e, f~n Anglo- J ew1sh minist e r , 

wri tes i n the Austr1l i a J ew1.sh Hern.ld that the true l.'lEtthod 

of reducing 1nterm~rr1age, i s in tta oultiv~tion and 

r av1val of J ewiab hoce life , which i s the r9al center of 

defence against the r~V&gea of wh~t i s 1n ~~ny casse, a 

dise~a~. It 1a be~utiful rhetoric. But home ties 1n our 

ruodern oivi l~zat icn, are ve ry w e~k. A borue l i fe i s a loost 

"'-.gc:.i. i nat the spirit of the A;,;~. i'le hl-\Ve our o'.vn problem 

a nd l~t ua not try to aolve 1t by compl1o~t1ng it wi th t he 

pronouncement of ~ general re~ady wn ich m~y cure the 1lle 

ot ths o1v111zed wo _ld . 

We must teoogn1ze the condition~ of the world 

in whi ch -.ve "'-S J ewa, ~ re 11v1rnr . What <\re cu_· v•.vn 

apdo1f1c w~kneasas7 Toa at.:.ongest 1n.h1l:> iting to.roe of 

intarm~rriaire must come from wi t hin the indiv°dldu9.l. He 

must b e made to feal the distin~t 1 venecn of nJs r dli gi cn 

bec~ue ~ interCJ~rriag~ v~r1ee 1n\ ver sely ~a tbs ~trength 

of relig i ous di st1not1geneee. The i denl of s J ewi ah 

ind1v1du~l iem or vhe ~ctenti~l powers of ~ iist inct 

~on ~~1bution to tha Norld , honAstly, ful l y ~nd cons1st~ntlyt 

~rrib r.<s.oad , if induced in him, i s a.lon '3 able ·to check 

i nt erman'i 'Lge . He must not be ex:~eot ::i0. to ba CL J :3W b y 

virtue of his negat i on of Chr1st1 ~n1ty . In order t o hold 

hi~ , he must as ~ Jew evolve enough pos itive 0lementa of an 

intense Je·viab r eli gious oonso1ousnet3s , to fesl himself 

l 
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distinct from a l l other for~e of reli gi ous liberqli em, 

constantly givsn off by Chr1at;11nity. LilJer<.i l n 3g'" tiv1inn 

t:uUst be rdpl~ced by ar Z1rm~t1 on. with thi 1 . bvme n~ d st1nct , 

un1,:iue f\nd elemental. His motto should be ''I uu still I 

thou ~rt still tbou." The curve cf progrea ~ c! 11ber~l 

Chr isti,njty aLa liber~l Juda.ism m~y ~ppro&ch tne a1'Dle 

~symptode , but they must r eua in in our tima , in 

a epar~te quadrants. 

• 

H•~ oa.n we best 4evel ep thia inuioit1Ai 

f oroe . I believe that it is taru the r eorganizatioa a.n& 

recons t ruction of the sy~a~oi• The oasic i~e~ or purpose 

of the synagog ehoul~ oe changed . It aboul~ no longer 

be considered. as an in3 titut1on. It should no t be 

architecturally constructed so that it would artif1c1llly 

i nduce us to pray . For prayer with such mysterious 

associat ions leav e ue when we ar e home a.miQst simple 

a.rohi t ~cture . H is a pscbologtcal phenomenon that our 

ha.bite are d eveloped with def inite associations . Prayer 

should be associat ed with the home atmosphere anJ. not with 

the d rab institution. And i! the basic idea of the 

eynagog should become th~t of a cong~egational home for 

t he community and should contain every act ivity that is 

asaooia ted. with t he iaeal home, then each i nd i vidual 

would feel fr ee to contribute towards its advancement . 

That is the way of the home . Ther pa.rents t each and 

auv i se and are then taught by the children. The proa~ss 



is circula r. There is no autoc racy . Every member 

is equally UDportant. 

Bu t in the institutionali zed synagog, we are supposed 

to go to learn. The rabbi preaches and we are expected to 

absorb it . Very f ew laymen ever feel or are made to feel 

the r espons·ibility for the growth of Judaism. Their 

constribution is their money. Their initiative and 

cr eative powers which woul a enhance the gro~th of 

Judaism is not d emand ed . The circul ar process doea not 

work. He is always on the receiving end . Aftdr a num-

ber of poundinge, he he oomes f a tigued, weak~n~ and drops 

away f r om Judaism. He la dulled . I f he ha s nothing to 

contribute as J~R , shall we ~ h en wono.er if he inter 

marries'? 

) 
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