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t The Or~er of the Academies 

The origin of the Academies of Sura and Pwnbedita and their 

respective values. 

In t hese respects the School of Su.ra surpasse~ that of the 

School of Pumbedita . 

In the early days of Rab . who t1es among the last of the Tanaim. 

and the first of the A100raim1 there was as yet no school in exist-

ence in Babylon. and those leaners who were there woula not call 

the heads by any other name than 
l. 

IC? 7 0 •,fj •) ''The Head of 

the Order", as we fin<i quo tea: ? .:i .D /('1 I lJ Jjj ' ) JhJ1 11\lho is the 

head of the order in Babylon?" he was told It .J'l /'t ICJ/t "Abba 

Areka" - and he ls Rab . And after Rab passed away they foundea a 

School in Babylon after t he manner of the Land of Israel which was 

the Schoo l of Sura. And Rab held office the re for forty years, and 

he was the first of all those that heaaea a school in Babylon. And 

Rab Chasdai held office after him; and his period of office extendea 

ten years . At the eml of the days of nab Chasaai. Rabba bar llachmani 

fowided a school in Pwnbeaita, and from that day on there was a school 

in Pwnbedita which was the school of the Diaspora. Rabba bar Nachman! 

hel1 office for twenty- two years. ana after him Rab Joseph held office 

for two and a half years ; and after him abayi held office fo r fourt€en 

years; and after him llaba held office in Pwnbeaita and Sura with the 

help of Heaven and with the blessing that Rab Joseph, blessed him with_ 



as we derive from what he iteid to him: "May it lJF. the will of GOd 

that you will be the fi r st over the wholE: city." A.nd he hela. office 

for fourteen years. And after him Rab Papa heln office for nineteen 

years; and after him Rab Ashi held of flee for sbty yel'l'S. And af-

ter him Tobyomi 1 s sor. who is known by the nan:i! of J.lar bar Rab Ashi. 

held office, in whose days the Talmun was completed. Arui ~ith the 

passing of Rabbana Jose, the two schools were without a leader (Ga.on) 

until the Sabureans agreed to follow the custom of the scholars of 

t he Ta l1111d, t hat there should be two schools as they had in the days 

of Rab Huna . Even thoug!l the Sabureans neither adden to nor decucted 

anything from the Talmud, nevE:rtheless , they were t he heads of the 

schools, and likewise the leaders (r.eonim) who sat and preachea, and 

it was from their source of learning that the Law emanaten for all 

Israel . And this was the practise in their schools until this aay. 

And these are the de6rees in which the School of sura was superi-

or to that of Pumbedita: 

A. With the consent of the need of t~e Academy, a leader -as 

not selected from Pumbedi ta but from S11ra. J.~oreover , when the heads 

J " of both schools met with the :;xilarch in an ancient city of :Ba6dad 

which r:.eeting was customary on the Sabbath, the heaa of the School of 

Sura and his disciples read the Scr oll of the Law for the Exilarch be-

cause of his greatness and the head of the School of Pwnb.edlte and his 

disciples reaa und translatea it; moreover, ~hen the F.xilarch sat on 



his assigned seat, the bead of the School of Pumbeuita was on 

his left . Coreo ve r, when they sat a t a preacribeu 112al with one 

of the ~il~rchs , the heaa of the Sura School would br eak br ead 

fil·st and pronounce the blessi~ after meals. .11.l\d 'When entering 

end leavill(!, the head of the Surb School preceedeei the heaa of 

the ?wnbedi ta School. .And even tho~h the heaa of the Pwnbedita 

School was a man of eighty years , ana the heaa of the Sura School 

was y oun5er than he, t he preference would slwtiys be .;iven to t he 

head of the Sura School . J.:oreover , when they sent lett e rs to one 

another, the he ad of the Pumbeai ta School wrote; tti.et this docu-

5 
ment be read before t he Gaon a na the Rabbis of Sura." Alld the beaa 

of the Sura School woul d write "Let this aocwnent be reaa. before 

the Ra bbis of Pwnbeai ta"l.!JlQ he diu not adcreas him as "Gaon'' . L:ore-

over , when the ~ilareh read the :>croll of tl\e Law, the head of the 

~ura School translated after him, and the heaa of the Pwnbe~ita 
0 

:.>chool eat silent . t..or eo ve r, when the Exi 18r ch <11ea the tax districts 

of the "i:;xilerch became subject to the head of the School of Sura &.nd 

the head of t he School of Pwubeuita ha d no share in them. In the be-

1!1.n"-i ng the Sura 5chool used to take two pbrt s, a.na the ?wnbeui ta 

Schoo l one part ur.til Kohen Zedek helu office in Pwubedita, and the 

students of t he school i11creasen ann t he usual allotment of one thir<l 

did not suffice for them. ...na a quarrel occurren amon5 them, concern-

106 this matter, ann t he he~as 01' t hu t !$eneration as .:iembleu togethe r 

and arranged a compromise between them ana aeci~eL t hut they s~oula ai­

vide whateve r they received i n equal pa rt s . knd t hat is t 11e custom to t h i s 

dey. 
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~X ILARCH UKB~ A1'D DAVID BS 1' ZAKXAI 
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2 . ~.xilarch Ulcba and ~via ben ~akkai 

And this is what Xebbi Nathan Hakohen, s on of Yitzchok the 

Babylonian, suid . of what in part ~e saw in Eabylon e.nci in part 

was told regaraing Ukba , t he heed of the Calut . Ukba wes of the 

seea of Lav i d , who caae froo 4frica um rulea over 3abylon for 
8 

many years, the number of which he did not learn. And the head 

of the School in his aay was Ra v Kohen Zedek, son of Rav Joseph 

1.n Pumbeo. it
9
a II which is Alambar~ for fou r years until a 1.i_Uarrel 

10 
arose between them r egarding rite s in Koroeon. From the ve ry be-

ginni ng Kor oson usea to ask pe r mission from Pu.mbecitall and from 

there t he jud~e would go out II and whatever benefit they 6TJ t 1oould 

r each Pwnbeaita. A.nCl Rav Ulcba so~ht U to sena out his own judge 

to rule there ano l~o return the benefits to him. .A!ld Rav Kohen 

ll 
t :oro Ze<ieck prevented him. And he hb.u as aids Yosef ben Pinchas , 

and his son- in-law, Nati r ahll father of Sabal ano Yitzc~~~I and to­

gether with a few of t he p illars of t he ~ne~ation witil Ukba left 

Babylon and w&s exiled to a place calle<l Karmisst~. which is five 

Ott.VS j .)urney in Eastern Babylon.II on the Y.oroson rosa. 11 Anll at that 

t i me A.mram ben Shelomo "'es the heaa of the ~'Ura School , und Ukba sat 

in Karmissin seve ral months witil the kin6 wen t ll o\11 ol'lt Babylon 
14 

t o tour Karmissin, for there t here ~ere water and ~arnens and ~oves. 

15 
And all the saffron of Babyl on came f r om there, anu outside of it a-

bout a half mile t !1ere was a pl ace called Shbfr on ana there was a 

beautiful buildine. anc. • hen the king \\'Ould 50 t hEre , he .,ould stroll 
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'about . And there was one tal l house, abou~ two stories, fln(l 

i t , one of t he king II lo 
there were two figures in Kisron ll ana 

one of his concubine II . 17 II and beneath tr there was the S1ran 

form of a hollow horse and water came ~own from the mountain 

and entered i t and flowed from its mouth. And t he king WO\.lld 

visit this place de ily and s t ro 11 e.bo ut. And Ukba would er-

range to be there Y.'hen the lcirtg was there , and would stand be-

fore him snu praise him witn sweet words anC. pleasl:Ult songs; 

he did t his every dBy for a whole year . A.ud the king 's scribe 

wrot e aown h i s songs and bis words each aAy, ~na noticea that 

whet he saia one uay he v.oul<i not r epeat another day, ano. this 

continued for a whole year . At the end of a year t:i.e king ' s 

scribe told his msster thBt \1'1.Cba never repeated anythi:r::6 from 

the be5innlng of the year to the end . The king reque stea. the 

scribe to give hi m pr oof of what he seia, and the scribe ur ought 

him his note book in which the sonos ana wor<is of Ukba were v1rit-

ten and nothing was t here r epeated twice ~r three times. The 

k i ng then commanded Ukba to appear before him and when he present-

ea himself the kine; said to him, "V.'hatever you ask I shell grant 

you , " and ile asked that he be returnea to his po-st .· The king 

wrote a letter in which Uk oa•s request was 5-rantea . Since his re-

turn however, he made it difficult for Natira ona Jose9h ben Pinchas 

and t~e ir followers. Aru1 they spoke to the ki~ concerning him un-

til the king again orderec him out of his kirigdom, and thus e~iled 
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bim a second time. .and a letter was written regarQing him to 

the people throughout the land that he should not be !)errnitted 

to enter any part of the kingdom 01 Babylon forever. Shoula he, 

however, enter any part, h is entire property would be confiscated 

and no country of the eastern lands would hola him. So Ukba left 
19 

for the /est . And t 11e administration remainea without a leader 

for about four or five years until it beceine very difficult for 

Israel. And they spoke about l;avid ben Zakkai who was the uncle 

of Ukba , the past Nasi, that he should be appointed Exilarch but 

Rohen Zedek who was ti1e head of the ~chool of Pwnbedi ta objectec . 

He dio not want ~vid ben Zakirei to rule since he was a relative 

of Ulcba, the previous Resh Goluta. However, the head of the School 

of SUra appointed him on bis own responsibility tAna ""rote to all the 
20 

people of his School, to the students 8.JlQ to the teachers, and or-

dered them to bless him and to write to hiru and invite him of their 

own accord to be the Resh Galuta over them, ano they din as he coin-

manded. And they a ll went to meet him Wltil they reachea a place 
.:?l 

called Y.atzer in Southern Eabylon, the oistance be tween it and Sura 

was seven miles and that was the place of l;avid ben Zakkai. That 

was his birthplace;ano they ble ssed him and appointea him hea~ over 

them. In spite of all this, Kohen Zedek, heaa of tbtl School in Pum-

bedita, refused to accept the matter for three years . And there was 
22 

a IT'.&n of bright eyes who was known as Nissi , t ile heao of the Naluaron 
23 

Kalla, and he entered the matter peaceful ly and thought that perhaps 



he could arr&.nt,te to have him {David ben Zakkai) appointed ov-

er the School of Pumbedi ta, so that Kohen Zedek, the head of 

the School , \1ould be sstisfiea: with him. one ni~ht he went 
24 

and opened all the locks of .Babylon with the Name an6 that 

night he openeo. fourteen locks until he reached him L. nu stood 

be fore him anci found him studying at midnight. When Kohen ~e-

de.le sav. him he hurried toward him and asked him wllat his busi-

ness with him was, and he said to him: "Upon my soul, my lord, 

I did not reach you until I openeo. fourteen locks," ana he said 

to him: "V/hat is your wish?" and he sain: "My oesire is that 

you bles s the Resh Caluta bnd appoint him over yourself". And 

he answereo that he woula no as he w&s bioden. Nissi left and 

~ent to the Resh ~aluta end tolu him anu u.aae an appointaent for 

the nay on which he (Kohen ZeCiek) shoulo come and he returnea to 

the teacher, Kohen Zeke}{, ana notifieo. him of the appointed t~. 

Y.ohen Zeaek then ordereu all his stuaent s and all the people of 

his School und all who were with him to gather t~ether am go 

cut to meet the aesh Ga luta. Alla they went out to meet him at a 

place called Zarzar, a half day's journey from Babylon. When they 

approached the Resh Galut~ they found that he, too, came with a 

lsrge ret inue , anci with him were all his !tu.dents and all his fol-

lowers. A.nc the re was alreaoy prepared for him a ~ourt in a well-

known village in the ancient lana. When they reachea. th~ 5t:.tes of 
25 

the Stot~ of Babylon, they were reciting pleasant poetry ana sin6in6 
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pretty songs until they reached t he Cou.rt thst t!ley baa pre­

pared for him. And he entered am settled in Babylon, he and 

all the men and women anu hi s whole household • 

.l:i.lld after five years the bead of the Sura School passed a­

way , and after him rQled he who wns the son of Kiyu.mi . Ana he 

wns the head of his generat ion , in his t ime , ano. u:.ana5ea the 

School of Sura for t\lenty years, and he diea, and Kohen zedek, 

the head of the School of Pwnbeuita , was yet li ving . 
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•• .,. SAA DIA GAON AID HIS CONPLIC! Wl!R 

TH~ R E SH GAL UTA 



3. Rab Saadia Gaon and His Conflict w~th the Resh Galuta 

And when the heao. of the :ichool of Sura aieu , the .3chool 

of Sura remained desolate; and the Resh Galuta took counsel ae 

to who should asswne t he rule. And ne went to Nissi of Naharu-

ani to ask him to accept t~e post of Bosh Y'shibah. And he an-

swereo. him: "It is not conceivable tha t Rosh !'Shibah should be 
26 

called the light of the world and yet be dark to the worla . •• Arui 

he said: "Well, what do you see in that?" .iu,d he said to him: 

"What yoll wish , shall be uone." And he thought of our teacher, 

Saadia of Faywn, and of Zemach ben Shahin, for he was thP. son of 

a scholar. The Resh Galuta told h i m what was iu his minci but he _ 

(the Resh r.aluta) could net make up his mind between our teacher 

Saadia and Zemach ben Shahim. Ni ssi replied tl"<!. t he should appoint 

Zemach ben Shahim, ana not Rab Saadia despite the fact that the lat-

ter was a 6l'eat man and profoundly wise who dia 11ot fear any man at 

any time; and because of his great ~iedom and the breao.th of his 

mouth, and the length of his tongue and his f ear of ein, he wa & :10t 

partial to any man in the w-x ld. The itesh Galuta saill to him: "But 

I hsve a l ready decided and approve d of our teacher Saadia of Fayum". 

Niss i replied: "Do as you wish fo r I will be e.m:>ng the first who 

wi 11 lis ten to h ) s words and sit before him, and I shall be the head 

of those who will a I1prove of him" . Anci he \¥as appointed at that 

time in the presence of Kohen z euek end t he stuaents of t::ie School 

of Pumbedita to be the head of t he Schoo l of Sura. Shortly after, 



13 

however , a quarrel arose oetween the uesh Galuta bnd 3ab Saaoio. 

and the kingdom of Babylon was split into two fac tions. Anc bll 

the rich of ~abylon ano. the studen~s of the Schools and the im-

portant men of the pluce we re with Sa&dia to aid him with the 

po~er of their ~ealth and thei r persorull influence wit~ the king 

and his lords and ao.visers. But t.he re was in Babylon a v&ry im-

port ant man nameo. Caleb ben 
2 7 

Sarjsdu who was a he lp to the Resh 

".aluta. This man was very wealtny ana he gave of his 11ealth , 

sixt:r thousand zuz in order to have ttab Saao.ia rer:iove6. from his 

post . He was, ho\\•ever, unsuccessful, for there were .,ith ttab Sc.aa.ia 

28 
the sons of lfatira and all thg ·A"ulthy people of Babylon. And thla 

Caleb grew jealous of Rab Saadia, for Cnleb was a wise rmi.n ana out-

spoken; and all c;uestion3 thot he was askea. he would reply to wl th 

one or two reasons . Saadia , however, woulC1 al.id, thereto , ten-fold, 

ana 1 t was because of this thut he was jealous. The root of the 

quarrel between Saadia and the Resh Gnluta was in reference to court 

matters . And the nen who we re under the jurisdiction of the Resh 

~alutn inherited large sums of money which t ·iey SOUGht to divide. A 

quarrel arose a1nong them, until t ~ey decided t o donate a tithe of t he 

tot&l inheritance to the He sh Gs lute. th6 t he n.i6ht reaove the com-

plaints and issue e favorable aecision • r..nd the Resh Geluta receiVeQ 

as his share 700 ~ola pieces f r om the tithe ~hich they 5ave bim. And 

he h8d writs prepared for them which he sie-nea , en) then ora.ered them 

to be taken to the heads of t he schools fo r execu.t ion. \'/hen the ~rits 



reached Saadia he found some clauses in therr. of which he did not 

approve. Nevertheless, he politely s9id to the measen~rs: " Co 

t o Kohen Zedek, the head of the Pwnbedite School, and after he 

has executed it I shall do likewise". He said this bec~use he 

sought to c onceal the ugly a J'l6le he eaw in t hem ana which he did 

not wish t c. r eveal . They did as he order ed them arui wed t to Kohen 

Zedek, the Heaa of the ~chool of PUmbedi ti. , 11ho si5ne ci them. After 

Kohen Zedek si~ned them t hey r eturned to Saadia t o have him sign 

e nd execute t~em. Saadin sa i d t o them: ''Why cio you seek my sig­

nature . Here you have t he si6netures of both t he Resh Galuta nnd 

the heao of t he School of Pumbedita. You do not need Uff signature" . 

They said to him: wWhJ don't you si~?" He said t o them: ~1 do 

not know" . Ana. he avo i dea disclosing t he matter until they bound 

him by oat h sever al t imes th~t he should tell t hem what he eaw in 

the paper s . Aud he could not pass over t he oa th and keep the mat t e r 

f rom t hem. He told them wha t he saw in the ps~ers and fo r what r eas­

on they were void . They r eturneci to the Re sh Galuta au d no tifiea him. 

The Resh Galuta eent his son, Judah, ana said to him: "Go and tell 

hirn in my name thbt he should execute the papers". The son of t he 

Re sh Galuta , Judah, went and told Rab Saadia in his fa t her's name 

t hat he should sign the papers. ~1d be said t o hi m: " Return to your 

fathe r and tell him it is writt en in t he To rah , ' Ye shall not be par­

t i sl in judgement"'· And he retu rned t o him a second time witn the 

inst ructions t o tell him to s i gn the papers and not to be a fo ol . 
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The youth returned and said politely to s aadia , not what his rath-

er told him, but, beseechingly, he askea him to pleaBe sign the pap­

ers so that no quarrel should ensue between him and his father. And 

he refused; and he (the Exilarch) sent him L'18.I\Y times and t he son 

refused to tell Saadia what his father haa suid to him, rather he 

coe~ed him to sign t he writs in order to avoid a quarrel between him 

and his father on t hat matter. Since his father, however , troubled 

him many t1. rnes t o go to ano. fro he 60t angry ano. raised his hand to 

Rab saadia and said: "If you do not sign these papers as my fat her 

asks you to , I shall strike you" . The woro.s were no sooner uttered. 

f rom the mouth of the youth when Rab Saaaia's men dragged him and re­

moved hirn outside t he eate and locked it in his face . \lhen be return­

ed to his fetber , ~ho saw his eyes tearin6, he was askeo. what happen­

ed and he told the whole story . wnen his father hearo. it he excoimuni­

cated Rab 3aadia, and appointea Rab Joseph bar Jacob as head of the 

School of StLra to take his place . All<1 when Rab Saadia heard this , he 

in turn excommunicated the Res~ Galuta c..id sent i!assan, brother of David 

ben Zakkai, who was Josiah, to be the Resh Galuta in the place of vavid 

ben Zakkai., his brother. Ana he ruleo. three years ana dieo. • .tUlO. the 

controverey between them continued for seven years until a cas~ arose 

between two men who quarrelled ~eatly about a matter of law. one chose 

Rab Saadia and the other chose the Resh Galuta. The Resh Galut6 sent 

for t he man who chose Rab Saadia and he was assaulted snn hurt . The 

man who had been assaulted went with his torn clothes and crie~ out to 
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the people of the community and r elated what had happenea. And 

the matter was very painfUl to them for it had been their custom 

thatthe heads of the Schools haa no authority over anyone who was 

under the jurisdiction of the Resh Galuta and likewise tPe Reeh 

Galuta had no authority over anyone who was under their jur isdic­

tion, and neither could reverse a decision of the ot he r which was 

not under his own jur i sdiction. And shoula a strant;er come t o the 

country e.nd is under neither jurisdiction, he may go to whicheve r 

judge he pleases . Now since the l'llln who had been assaulted was not 

under the juri sdiction of the Resh Galuta, the people were aroused 

by what had ha?pened, and they all 6ather ea unto Bishr, son of Aaron 

who was the father- in-law of Sarjadu,who was a b'Teat man in Babylon 

and one of t he pill ars of the cormnunity. Ana they told him bow far 

t he cont roversy had reached in Israel, ana the seriousness of the 

situation. They said to him; "Arise, for the matter is in your hcncis 

and "e are with you; perhaps we can remove this controversy which de­

pends upon no other than your son- in- la-, Caleb ben sarjadu" . And be 

.-ent. and gathered t he leaaers of the day to his home. And the Resh 

Caluta was with them, and he told him in their prese~ce : "\/hat is 

this deed that you. h.sve ... one? How 10115 are you 60ill6 to c?ntinue this 

controversy, and why con•t you restrain yourself' from punishment? Fear 

t he Lord 8110 remove yourself from the c'ntrovLrsy, fo r you know how 

gr ea t the power of controve rsy is . Now seek a way t o improve your re­

lations wit h Rab SaadiB and rrake peace with him, and put away your 



grudge against him" . The Resh Galuta answerea in ternis of peace 

and said tha t he would do as haa been sug6estea. Ana he arose 

and went and go t Rab Saadia to come t o his house ~1th hi s r etinue 

of men and he tola him ell those things th6t he tola t he Resh 

. ~aluta, and he, too , answer ed in terms of peace . And the Resh 

Galuta was in one house , he and his retinue, and Rab Saadi a with 

his retinue in t he house opposite , and the two wer e in t he court 
. 

of the man who had arbitrated t he peace . And t he peopl e of the 

heads of t he coamunity were diviaeu into two companies one of which 

supported the Resh ~aluta ; t he other supported Rab Seadia. And each 

company left its place of assembly ana c.arched until t hey met , and 

they kiesec and embraced . And this happened on the .Fast of Esther . 

and when pence had been declared , the man who negotiate<1 the peace 

placed ever yone preeent under oath t hat they woul ei spe!ld the night 

with hin ana read the lf.ege;ilah at his home . But neither the Resh 

~aluta nor Rab Saadia was willing . But t~e Resh Galuta said: F.it her 

Rab Saad in wi 11 dine wit h rc1e or with you". And t bey dr ew l ot s 6nd 

~he Res~ ~aluta ~on1 and Rab Seadia ~ent with hi~ . J.Jla thus he aid : 

3e ser ved h i m with a Pu.r im dinner and entertained bim fo r two <1ays, 

and 0n the t h ird day he left happily and with e 0 ood heart . And 

when t he peace had been cocsumatea between t hem, Rab J oseph ben Jacob, 

w"lom the Resh r.a1·1ta haa appointea as nead of t he ::ichool in the place 

of Rab Saaaia aur i ng all the years that t he contr oversy haa ex~ st ed 

between them, now that t ·1e controversy was endea , sat at home . Never-
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\heless, the authority that ~e had ~hen he was Rosh Y' shivah 

was not der.ieJ. him, except that t :iey would go to his home. 

When the Resh Geluta passed away they appointed his son 

in his place, but he did not last more t r.an seven months ai­

ter his father, for he too died . And he had ~ sma ~l son 

about twelve years old, and Rab Saao.ia befriended him ana sent 

hire to school until Rab Saadia passed away. Anti. there was no 

one found in those uays who was worthy of being Resh <'raluta, 

except i ng one man who was one of the Bene-Haimon who was in 

Nisibis. He had , however, scarcely been appointed to the post 

when he became embroiled in a controversy with a Goy in the 

market place , and it was testified against him at the trial 

t hat he cursed t he Goy; and he a.ied. Anc aft&r the neath of 

Rab Saadia, Rab Joseph ben Jacob ruled t he School in Sura. And 

after the death of Kohen Zedek, who was t ne heaa of the School 

of Pumbedita, Zel!lach bar Haffnie rulea after hi m for t ~rteen 

months and he passed away and after hie ruled Caleb ben Joseph 

who was called Caleb ben Sarjadu. 
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INAUGURA'l'l01' C P 'l' H ~ R.c;SH GALU'l'.l 



4 . The Inauguration of the Resh Galuta 

And th is what Rab Nathan Ha-Koher. has to say regara.ing the 

inauguration of the Resh Galllta, and the allegiance t he people 

pledged to him at the time of the inaueur ation. This i s the 

manner in which it was a.one : 

If the people a,sreea to his appointment , the heads of the 

t wo schools gathered with their respective s tudents , and a l l the 

leaders of the community, and the elders in the house of one of 

the impo r tant men cf the generation, as fo r iru1tance , Natir a and 

the like. J.nd he in whose house they met felt ver~ highly honor­

ed and he derived great pleasure from it . And the respect for him 

grew when the great and the elders met in his home . And they all 

gathered in the synagogue on Thursday end. they blesaea. him, and 

they placed their hands on him, ~na. they b l ew the Shofar t hat all 

the people both great an.C. small might hear . fllen they heard this 

sound, everyone in the community sent him a gift accordi!l8 to his 

ability. ~he leoder s of the comauni ty ana. the r ich sent him hand­

some cl othing and beautiful ornaments and silver and gola. ware , each 

man accor ding to his wealth . The host then pr epar ed a meal for 

Thursaay ana. Fr iday anc. servea all kinds of fooa, drink and deli­

cacies such as sweets. 

Now when he (the Resh Galute) went to the synago~e on tne 

~abb6th, many of t~e important people of the community gatherea t o 
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-accompany him to the synagogue. In the synago6Ue there ht.a al-

reaay been 9repar eo a ~ooden to~er, seven cubics 10I15 ana three 

cubics wide , ana they spreaa o ver it a fi ne covering of silk, 

blue, purple ann scarlet , until the v.hole thing was covered , and 
i9 

none of it (the Wl)Od) was visible , ana underneath it , youths who 

had been chosen from the leaders of the con~regation gathered. 

Tney were youths who had fine pleasant voices ana who were thor-

oughly conversant \1i th all matters that r e l ate<1 to the service, 

and the Resh Gsluta himself was corered, together wi +.h the leaders 

of t he Schools, and the yout~s stood under t he tower and not one 

of them was seatea . 

The cantor of t he cof16reea tion began \I 1th / J')JY :,j/ ] 17:1 and 

t he youths answerea cfter him all the wora s iT:>n: 'J)')J('J/ 711.:.z. 
)ffi7 Jll:J. a na when he said : D.::lii'l7 i]!•!:i /';J /1111'1/ 

t hey answe ret..: "17':1 J7 17117 ~ :J 1V And all t he people read 

30 
special Psalms until they finish~d them. The C6.Iltor opened -ith 

'17 ~.::> o1/ l'JIV.J and the youths answereu afte r hi1:1 : 

Jt:J IJ/ -n /( 7] :lJi he said one part :..no t hey answereu aft er him 

u.nti 1 they r eached the U,' 7 ( section wh ich was pronouncea. by 

t he congregetion in a low voice a na t !'le yout hs i n 1;; hi5h voic& . 

The n t he youths were ~uiet ena t he Cantor alone finishea t he pray-

e rs until he reached ;i/( / :JJ' '?X) ana all t he people ~tood in 

.prayer . The C&n tor then passea on to t he "Almemar" and continueci 



until he reachea the i7 Ii/ 7/i~ Md all t hF. youths answerea 

till :M•tp> /J ?K i7 in a loua voice , ana he complete<... the 

prayer and t he c ::mgregation i:iat do•.n. Ana when the congrega-

tion 11.as seatea the Resh r,a luta left tne pl8ce where he was 

conceelea, and when the people saw him t hey rose to t.heir fe et 

o.ntil he sat on the t ower thG. t baa. been rn80.e f o!· him. .IU'.10 af-

ter him the he5a of t he School of Sura came out ana Sbt on the 

tower after he rad bowed. AllO &iter hirn CalJle t.he het1CI of the 

School of Pwnbedita ana he too bowea , and sat on his left . 

Throu6hout all these proceeo.i n5 s the peo ple stood until the three 

had adj•1steu themse lves in their places . The Resh Gsluta sat in 

t he midd l e , the heaa. of the Srho~l of ~ura sat at his riLrt ~:o 

the he ac of the School of Pwr.beoita sat at his left . Between 

t hem ana the Hesh r.aluta t~ere was a. vacant space. A.?ld upon his 

(the Resh Caluta) place there v.as spreao above t he tower ovtr hi s 

head, a fine cl 1th, t iea do,,n wi U. costl~ puri:le co rd . Ano. the 

C1;ntor of the conb-reg12tion covE. reo. hi.s lead with a sheet, faced 

the tower aud blessed him wit h blessin,.;s th&t 11aa. been pr&viously 

arraneed. These c lessir.gs he announcea in t.t low ·mice so that no 

one heard him except those who sat arouna the to,,er ana t he youths 

v.no \~ere underneath it . llow , \vhen the cw.tor nlessea h im (the 

Resh r.aluta) the youths answereo after hi"' louoly Ana 

911 t he people \:. e r£: silent until he fir.ishea hi s b lessirJ6s . The 



Resh Caluta began his part of the s e r vice with a lecture on 

t he Port.ion of the "'eek or else he permittea the heao of the 

Schoo 1 of Sura to deliver t tie lee turf' , an.a. the hea<l of t he 

::;chool of Sura gave the honor to the heao of the ~chool of PuJli-

bedita , and in t his WRY t hey honoreu one another until finally 

t he head of the ::>chool of Sura began. Arm t'1.c inter prete r s tood 

near hilJl and translated his worus to the people . .11.Ild when he 

oelive r eu the lecture he deliverea it with fear , &LC he closeu 

bis eyes snu wrapped hir:iself in his praying shawl ( 

until he covereo his fo ::-eheau . J.n<l t~ert: v.as no one arnone the 

people at t he time he delive r eu his aotiress who ~area to open 

hi s mouth to make any souna or say &nything. .nnd if he becao~ 

conscious of anyone speaking he woula open his eyes , ana a fea r 

fell upon the people. And when he ha<l finished, he openea "'ith 

a problefl"I ano st.in: "It i s necessary for you to ~earn" and one 

of the old men , a wise ana triea person answered on t he mat t e r 

ana t 11en s a t down. 'l'hen the Ca:itor stooa and saia. 

when he rellched /1..) !.f 1'..11 JD''P.l he said 

~N IW "JJ•::z !:1..)7.,n.:Jl/D'"flJ./ J71'?J ilK),'' by the life of our 

leader, the Hesh ~alu,ta , and by t ne life of all the House of 

Israel" . And when he haa finishea. sayi!lg the UI '7f he blessed 

the Resh r.aluta ana aft er which he b lessea the hea <ls of tl'l.e Schools. 

And wnen he fini s hea t :"1e b lessi115s he said " Such an<l Ruch a st&te 



end its dependencies. so ena so will kindly rise. •• Alld he men-

t ioned the names of all the states that sent (gifts) to the acbool 

and he blessed them. And then he olessed the people therttin wb'l 

were engaged in philanthropic work until he reachea t he schools. 

After this , the Cantor removed the Scroll of the Law and called 

a C o.OOn , and s 1'ter him a Levi . And the Cantor of t he coJl6regation 

took the Scroll of t he Law to the Resh Galuta while a l l the people 

stood . .!ind t he Resh Galuta receiveu the Scroll of the· Law ana 

stood ana read t her efrom, and th~ heads of the schools stooa with 

him. And t~e head of the Schoo l of Sura translateo ana r eturned 

the Scr oll of the Law to t he Cantor v.ho t hen returnea it t o t he 

"Almemar". J.nd 111hen he reached the n.1..l memar", he sat down, where-

upon everyone else sat down in his place. And after that the heeds 

of t he "Kallot" r eaa , and after them the stu<lent s of the heads of 

t he Schools , but t he heads of the Schoo l s themselves did not read 

from the Scroll of the Law t hat ciay, fo r t hey had been pr eceo.ed by 

someone else. And waen the i'il !J.11 haa. been r eaa some 6l'eat, rich 

man translated it ~hich was conside red a 5reat honor. Ana when he 

finished , he (t he Cantor) continued to bless the Resh Galuta with 

t he Scr oll of the LaY., anci a ll the repr esentat ives ol' the Cofl6l'e5a-

t ion who w~re fami liar with t~e service stood hrouna the altar and 

said: " j lJX". And a fte rwards he blessea the heacis of both ~choole 

ana. then returned the Scr:>ll of tile Law to its p lace. Then the 



tor read the "Addi tional S.-;rvice" aftE::r whic h thE\y left. And 

n the Resh Galuta left all the people followed before him and 

efter him and they accompaniea him with woras of song ar.ri of 

.. ise until he reach.ea his home. however, the heads of t he 

ffbools dia r.ot fol l ow h i m to hia home. The students, ·however , 

d, a.nu he aid not permit even one 01' the m to l~ave his home unt.11 

Yen days had passed. And during t he whole of that time hedi.d not 

llfave his house. And the people gathered t:nei prayed with him alw&ys 

.a.ether it was week day, Sabbath or holiday. 

And when it was necessary fo r him to go out ana execute of-

ficial business, he rode in a stately carriage similar to that of 

'.be king's ministers, attired in splendid clothing. And about fif­

tpen people fol lowea him.and his servants ran after him. And when 

a. passed any Israelites, they ran toward him and graspea his hand 

8Dd greetea him. And so did eve r y Israelite who passea him e.na by 

the time he reached his aestinbtion, t here were at ti~es fifty or 

81xty people gathered ar;Jund him. And t he BaJ!le routine was fo llowed 

en his trip home. And he nev~r le ft " ithout his entire retinue fol­

Jo•ino him; and in this respect he was like one of the king's m.in.isters. 

And when he wishea to see the king or to ask him fo r anything he 

99questea t.he king's lords and servants, who often visited hi m, to 

e the nece ssary arr8J1beaents. And it was obligatory for the gate­

an to let him in. And t.'hen he came in, all the king 's servants ran 



\O greet him. A.'ld he llo d already pre pr.red oO ld CO ins 'tO oi Ve 

to those servants nho c&me to w~lcome him. And he put his hand 

lnto hi s pocket ana. gave each one whatev<.;r the Ho ly One , blessed 

"8 He, occasioned . And they honored him ana. leaa. him until he 

atood in the presence of the kirl6 before whom he bowed. Ana. the 

king ,i0'11Bled to one of t he servants, who stood o~ one foot and 

tnee le:i on t !"_e othei; to take the visitor by the hana. &rta to leaa. 

him to a seat to which the king assigned him. Then he spoka to 

t he king aria. the kin~ inquired about hi s health fina hi s affairs 

and the purpose of his visit . Whe reupon he askeo permi ssi~n to 

l peak, and the kiJ16 grantea it . Ana t he visitor began with prais­

•• anc. blessill6s which he had previously pr epared and he related 

\o the kifl6 the customs of' his fa t hers ana. their fo refathers &nd 

• ith sweet .. ords be impressed the kill6 until the king granted his 

r equest, and ~rote out for him all that he wished. He then l eft 

t he king and departed in joy and peace . 
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Ri:aROG 4'TlV ~ 3 OP TH~ ~X lL.£.BCH A11D TH L JUDG.iS 



~he pnrogat1YH of ·the ~xi larch and th.a Judc;ee. 

And these were the fixed sums which the Resh Galuta- ­

ilarch--took annually from e place called liaharuan e.nd all 

half day's journey eastward toward Baby­

And the Resh Galuta sent out to them a judge with his au-

hority and the authority of t ne heaos of the ~.:hoole. And th3 

writ etatill6 thbt hie authority had 

derived from them. And he obtained from that place bn in-

of about sixty or seventy go l d pieces. ..ar.o. when the juage 

there, he selected two of t he elders of t he comaunity to 

with him regarding the decis ions he had to make. A.nd if 

BUch a judoe who had been appointed was r15hteous in his ways and 

deliberation" , the elders of t he co111nuni ty wrote 

recommended him and praised him to the Resh r.aluta • But if, 

forbid, there wt.s anything bau in him, er should he have show­

quali t iee, t hey wrote to the R~ sh Ge.lute and to the 

he~as of the Schools ana said: "So and So is corru.pt in hie deeds 

in hie weys" and he Wt.& r t moved and replaced by a~other. 

And t hi s wes the fixed sum which the judge t ook from the people 

the place; from each one who was twenty years old or above: t'Wo 

~uz annually, e zuz at Passover and a zuz at Tabernacles. And from 

a !llBrriege certificste or a divorce or from notes of indebtedness or 

notes of gifts or no tes of sale, t he owners were to g1 ve four zu.zim 
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a third by the weight of Ishmael (Arabic standard of money). 

the scribe had. no income asSi6Iled to him except that Which 

judo.re granted him, and the rest was for the judee. And so 

was cu stomary to do: to give tne judge all the money whether 

wss there or VJhether he had t;one elseVJhere . And the judge had 

omen who supervised his entire domain so that no one could ~o 

of the things mentioned above ~ithout his permission. Shoul~ 

however be found who had written a note secretly he was 

anu was fined. a fee for the note and in 

• ddition \\S S whipped . But if he was a poor r:ian who was not able 

specified sum, the scribe took from him, with t he p~r-

the judge , as much as ~e was able to pay. And the judge 

r eceived from 911 the butchers a zuz weekly. AllO also there accrued 

t o the Resh naluta through the courtesy of t he State of Persia an 

go ld pieces by the same regulations. Ana t here 

was 5nother 9lace called Hslu.an which w~s fi ve days journey f r om 

And he received from ther e a hundred ann fi~y gold pieces 

He had also another place c~lled Kat~r which was hi& 

birthplace, and from there he derived the sum of thirty gold pieces 

And he had a place in Babylon where his home was and. which 

hia aut~ority, and her e every Jew was taxed two zuzim, one 

at Passover and one at Taber nac les. But he took nothing from the 

poor for t he rich &:Jsumed the responsibi 11 ty f or- t hem. And the but cl.-
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ers gnve hi m a quarter of s 5ola piece each year . The re-

sult was that he received from all sources the sum of seven 

hundred gold pieces annually. Ana if he wishea he could 

write to di stant places to honor him ann t o accept his jur­

isdiction, and they did as he requested . Shoula the son of 

the Re sh r,aluta travel anywhere be was honored and given 

gifts and no one refu.sea him anything, but gave according to 

his abi lity. If t here were some, however, ~ho r efu.aea to pay 

him honor and to give him 6ifts , his father despatched a war­

rant and excomnunicatea t hem. And Rab Uathan said he eaw the 

son of David ben Zakkai leaving for the State of Persia which 

was under David ben Zakkai's jurisdiction, ana he (the son) 

wes not honored or respected by the people so he sent wor~ to 

his father and his father issued a warrant and excommuni cstea 

them, and notifiea t he viceroy who in t urn notified the ki ng. 

And the king wrote to the king of Persia t o he l p him (the Re eb 

t}aluta) . J...nd when the king of Persia heard of the rmtter through 

the letter which had rcechea him from t he king of Bnbylon he or­

dered a large amount of money to be taken from the Jewish people 

of Persia and her provinces whi ch were under the j urisdiction of 

t~e Resh Galuta. And when t he son r e turneo to Babylon t here was 

not one of the heads of t he Schools who contested the matter. 

Upon t he death of the Hesh Galuta all hi s rights wer e turned 
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to the head of the School or Sura. The scribe of t he 

e sh Galuta received his salary from the Resh Galuta . And 

t he Resh Galuta had no share in the pledges and t he gifts 

coma:unities of Israel sent to the School s for they 

in return for t he questions,and the Resh Galuta had 

no part in those questions. Likewise it was custo!'!lal'.f that 

when one of t he heads of tne School was appointed, the same 

proceuure took place as when the Resh Galuta was inaugurated 

that the Scroll of the Law was not brought down to hi~, 

but he went up to it l ike any other man. W~reover , the bead• 

of the Schools bed the same authority to eend out judge• 

in al l places, under their jurisdiction.and had the same ar­

rangements with the judges as the Resh Galuta had when he 

eent out jud5es to his districts. 

Ano these are the jurisdictions that each had: Tne head 

of the School of ~ura, n place cal led '{asatt anu its suburbs 

from which he derived the swn of one hundred and fifty b"O ld 

pieces annually. Ana from Batzrah and i ts 8\lburbs the 8l1Jll of 

t hr ee hundreu gold pieces annually. And a place which was call­

ed Kallah and another place called Gamuss which was two day•s 

journey from Ophir. ~d likewise Ophir itself was under the 

jurisdiction of Sura. Summarizea, Sura derivea from its uis­

tricts t he sum of fifteen hwldrea gola pieces annually besiaes 



e dge s and &ifts. And 'Oa bylon hea jur isdiction l;orth , South, 

an6. lle st , ano t he heads of the schools acte<1 t here as the 

Galuta ac• ed in the places he had in Babylon, as WE: hlive 

above. And the butcher~ in the jurisdiction ot' Sura 

to the hesd of the School of s~a a quarter of a zuz week-

.Utd if t i1e school ur1der the Resh Galuta 'Was at times in fi ­

r.ial straits, letters were <1espatcheo to al l the conununities 

Israel notifyif16 them of the po ve r ty ano. tlle financial diffi­

of t he School , ano each cormru.nity despatcheo gifts ac-

to its ability. and such ~as a l so the cus tom of the hebd 

t he Schuol of Pw11be6.i ta and sll h) s jurisdictions. 

Ji' queljtions were sent to o. e of the het1c.s of the Schoo l s in 

s mime the heao of the ot he r .-:ich0ol hao no share in the pleoges 

6ifts that carr.e with such <1uestions , but if questions were 

a pt1rt icul&r school, the ·1eao of th. t schoo l accEpteu the 

an<i 6ifts th1 t came with thew. .!3'.4t when <juestions were 

ent desir,nating no definite sc-hool , t~e two Schc:.:l s di vide o the 

'1'1-iey shar ed "11 t hat they recei vea in 5ifts sud 

l edges throu15hout th~ year. They p l aced a ll the money in the 

per son for the pur po::Je o f bringing stuc.ents 

They all ~ethe red from d ifferent p laces 

of Kalla , which was Ellul i n th€ swnmer, ana Aciar in 

Ana each of t he students stuaieo those five months 
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t:asechta v.hich t~e ~eaa of t he .3chool as3ignea him " ::en 

l eft . l!l .E..dar he told the <>tuaents t hbt such &Il<l such a 

.,ould be ai scussed in t:llul anu in !-:1 l u l he told them 

t such and such a :r..:a sec ht a ,.oul<i be ci scussea. in .n.dttr . And 

y all ca~ and ss~ down before t he heaas of t ne Schools in 

~llul and the ~etta.s of t he Schools s t ooa ove r them 

l e they s tua ied ana examinea them. 



OllD ~ Jl OP T H& s a ss1011s 



6. THE ORDER OF THE SESSION: 

Alld this was the Order of the Sessions: The head of the 

School sat and bad ten men before hlu.. They faced the head of 

the Sohoola and of the ten who s at before him, seven of them 

were the heads of the Kallot and three were called 

companions. And why were the seven called the heads of the 

Kallotf Because each of theiil was appointed over ten of the San­

hedr in, who were called D•b7'Xchiefs, and this was their cuatcm: 

If one of the heads of the Kallot passed away and lett a son to 

take his place, he t ook the place of bis father and sat thereon 

even though he 11c1.s a youth l n years. And so lt was among the 

corupanions. I f one of th8IIJ. died and left a son to take his place, 

he sat there , and no one eneroac~ed on the right of h1s con:;rade . 

But if he did not take the place of his father and he was eligible 

to sit in one of the seven rows, he sat there. But if he was not 

worthy to sit with them, he sat with the sous of the ~abbi and with 

the rest of the students, who numbered f our hundred llien. A!ld the 

seventy Sanhedrin which comprised the first seven rows : in the 

first r ow sat those wbon1 we have mentioned above and after thew 

ten more unt 11 seTen rows were filled . And they all faced the head 

of the School, and a ll the students sat behind them, a nd no one re­

cognised his place (there were no reserved seats). But ln the seven 

rows each one recognised his place and no one usurped the seat of 
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his cCJill'ade. And if' one of' those in the s even rows was greater 

in wisd.Clll than another, he was not placed in the seat of another, 

tor be bad not inherited it frOIJ his father: but they gave him 

more than his due on account of' his w1sdom. And wlaen the head 

ot the Sohool wished to teat them on their studies, they all 

met h1lll on the fourth Sabbath of the month of Adar. He sat and 

the first row recited before hl.n. and the other rows listened and 

kept quiet. And when t bey reached a part which they bad to ex­

plain, they discussed it among themselves and the Rosh Y'shivah 

listened to the. and understood their wor4s. And after that he 

read and they kept quiet and they knew that he had already un­

derst ood thei r differences. And when he finished bis reading 

he discussed and analysed the self-s&Jl;e Meseohta which they bad 

studied during the winter months, each 1n his own home. He 

then expl ained in the course of his discourse whatever the stu­

dents differed on and from time to time h.- a sked them for a de­

finition of' the Laws. And they respected one another, and they 

all respected the bead of t be School and asked him f or inter­

pretat ions, and none of them ventured to talk in bis presence 

unt 11 he had given them pennission. And each one spoke accor­

ding to bis wilMcxn, and be (the ~esh Galuta) expanded in hia 

discourse the solution ot each Law until a ll was clear to 

th•· And when everything we.s very clea r one wember of the 
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first row stood and preached to the entire group so that everyone. 

both big and small. heard it. And whoeve r saw him standing. kn .. 

that be was standing for no other purpose than to explain the 

Baraitha. Which supported the thesis previously discuued. The 

rest of the students then ap~lied themselves to the details 

they conducted a research. and explained it fully. And 

10 they did &11 the days of the month . And on the fourth Sab­

bath tbe entire Sanhedrin and all the Students read. and the 

head of the School exainlned each one of them. and tested them, 

and inquired of tham until it was clear to hila who was wiaer 

tban his -:ou;rede. And 1f he saw anyone mo bad not prepared 

his work well. he was very severe with h1n1 and would decrease 

the share of his credit, and would repriruand hilh and soold 

htn.. He then pointed out to him the places that he bad ne­

glected to study and in which he was indolent, and warned h !ir. 

by his soul and threatened that if it was repeated again and 

he did not put his heart into his studies, he would not re­

ceive any reward. The students, therefore sharpened them­

selves and applied themselves very well t o their studies so as 

not t o be found wanting in any matte r or the Law. And th~ 

schol ars in the rows could not l eave his presence until he 

notified them of the Mesechta that each z:.ust busy h ir:!self 

with at hooie. The ra:nainder of the students he did not need to 



1fy but each one studied whichever J •. esechta he desired. 

And this was their custom in answering qu"'st ions: on each 

y of the month of A.dar he produced fo r them all the questions 

t had reached hlll; and gave thelil permission to answer them. 

d they honored him and said: "No, we will not answer i n your 

But he prevailed upon theru; then each one IJ!lOke ac­

acc ording to his wiedc:m. And the 

ethers asked and analysed and scrutinised each iratter and ~­

lned thell.i all carefully. And the head of the School listened to 

\heir words, understood all that 1hey had said to one another, and 

examined what they had said until the truth was olear. 

then he ordered a scribe to take down the answers in writing. ~ 

•o was t heir cust Cll& da1 ly unt 11 all the quest ions were answered 

\hat had come in during the year frClll the congregations of Iarael. 

the and of the month they read all the quest ions and an-

1n the presence of the anti re company, and the Resh G&luta 

signed them. The answers were then sent to the inquirers and 

he (the Resh Galuta) then divided the f ees lllllong the schol ars. 
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Natira and His Sons 

Nat1ra 
(30 A) 

The Caliph. Al-tlotadhid issued a terrible decree a~1nst 

Jews. Th is decree cau..e about through the advice of h i s coun-

or. lbn Abo •lbagel. alXl he i ssued a staten.ent of this decree 

the ~eads of the provinces in order to bring the matter about. 

• and he wrote letters t o all h i s fav orite officers. and 

t o the Sultan with the letters t o have them s1gn9d . And 

found that the Sultan wa s very busy and he left the letters with 

t o be signed in order that he might take thelll in the morning. 

it happened that night when Al-Mota4hid was sleeping soundly 

couch that he saw a man in his d.ream wllo struck him on his 

and a ttacked him with great anger. and a f'ter that the man 

cl t o him• ~ow be careful." After that he r epeated a second time: 

careful not to touch the Jews. lest l punish you and aJUputate 

r hand s and your feet." And he was ver;; n.uch af r a id and trembled 

And it seeIUed to h1.JL that all th is was happening while 

and that there was around the place where he was sleep-

• • • • ·~ hey were awake guarding, and d 1 v ided the night 

o periods. • • • and forty n.en of thelll were awake during every 

ch) of the night. A.nd he oonmanded t hat the men of t .hat particular 

in a11111.ber--should enter. All of them ~ntered) and he 

And so tb.e man can.e a second t 1me and said to him: 



cClllpela you to shed the blood or innocent people who have no way 

eeing me and no possibility of knowing mY. word, f'or I &Ill Elijah. 

have already told you once, so, therefore, take care net to 

the Jews in any of the ways prescribed by you lest I do to you 

• • "---and he awoke aga in fearing greatly. And he sent 

that hour. Now Natira bad no doubt ah.at he was lost, 

that there would be nothing he could do even with Ibn Abo-41 

,.,nd so he got himself ready and put on shrOllds and entered 

the Sultan and stretched forth h i s hands in his direction, 

did not recognise hin. because of his strange garnents, f or he 

anyone like h im. So be asked f or a reason Whereupon 

nf'onned him that he had gotten himself ready in shrouds and had 

leave of' his home and had dispatred of his lif e. But the caliph 

sured him against fear and info imed him that he had sent for him 

f'erence to a atter that troubled him greatly. Then he said to 

"Who is Elijah?" Whereupon he answered: tttlay God gin strength 
(31) 

of the believersl He is Alka1ar" So he said to him: 

really worry for the Jewat" He answered him: "Yes, my 

This 1s a tradition that we have frC$D. the Boob of the Pro-

peace be upon them. For the Jews are a very weak nat ion9 God 

not let them surrender in any event, for sc He promised them , 
{32) 

ugh }.;osea Bis prophet, peace be upon him, and also this" He 

t o him the entire verse. He said to him: "Translate it for me." 
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translated 1t. 4nd then he related to hiui all that had hap-

• whereupon he (the Caliph) took out the letters and cOlllD&Dded 

arrest Ibn .Albo albagel, and to t ake possesa i~n of him and 

ropert y and of everything tmt the Sultan had granted hiui. And 

with all the servants of the Sultan went out and arrested him 

the night and imposed upon him a seve re oenalty until he 

t forth all that he had in the open and in hid1 og. and he re­

all of this to his dwelling, he and all his documents and set 

Then he {Natira) plGced a guard over h im, and 

he morning he cau.e to the 3ultan and handed hiL1 all the docl.lllents 

lnforLed hilu concerning everJ~hing he bad found in ref erence to 

jewelry, clothing, preoious stones, utensils, maids and ser-

Then he (the Sultan) said t o hi.Ir.: "Here I give to you all 

things you have mentioned, let your s oul be at rest." And Natira 

the Sultan to agree to accept the u.aids and the senants, but 

However, the Sult.an said t~ hilli: "Do with them as 

and let not a single soul of theni, nor anything that had 

him, cor.e unto my place . " So Natira took all these pos­

f&l&les and males , and r.:.uch o f his wealth, and al 1 that 

took th811l to the ':'bier and 

other men of the Sultan, and what renai ned he took for him-

After that Al-1<otadhid o0llllh8llded him to do away w1 th the tax im-



u~on Israel, but he (Nat ira) said unto b1.I.u: "O waster I The 

oan guard their lives only through t h e t.ax , and if you do away 

c cnaidered privileged people and t~eir 

will not be safe . For perchance at soiue f uture time they 

pressed, the exemption will be removed and back p~ent will 

ded and not having the money t hey will beco11.1e oaupers . ":here-

it is better t hat they pay t he tax according to t he good judge-

ruler of the f a i thflll--:..iay God prolong hla ~s--through 

nsideration, bis kindness and his mercy." Then be said to him: 

lect it frOlll theu. according to t he c llltom of the prophet, peace 

to him, in accordance w 1th the ruanner of things as they were in 

And so he did . 

Wow Israel lived securely and sheltered fo r n ine a nd a half years , 

the reL'.laini ng days of Al-Motadhid, and knew of no suffering or 

And the~ would dress in gancents of t he style of the f112. i l y 
(33 ) 

llebas , namely black garll'9nts, and the gentiles 11veci with them 

they did net impose upon them any hardship i n any wa y un­
(34} 

lliany of t he sect of Alsophia ilu·'osed their.selves upon them, f or 

'7 considered t hellAselves superior and oppressed thew i n the vicinity 

Lamp . And this was in the vicinity of the Lamp and the Lamp 

the vicinity of t he Sultan, r ight opposite his palace, near 
(35) 

Tigris river. And the ~ult an couuwmded that the;1 be brought 

b oat s to his palace in pairs, and cOIJLSnded thelU to reir.ain there 



th.ey were hidden away . And when night came he ocimnanded that 

out in pairs covered with sacks and gave an order to 

them wi th a cane until their bones were broken to pieces and 

he sent them back to the boats and drowned them in the Tigris. 

this incident• no one dared for a long t 1me to cause trouble 

(36) 
his death. his s on. Al 1.:oktadir ascended the throne. 

with him in hie lofty position for eight years. up 

s death. n.ay God have qrcy upon his soul. And after him cuie 

sons Sabal and I saac. and he had no other children besides these, 

her niale nor female. 
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1, the Son of Nat ira. 

And his residence was in the street 
(37) 

1 in the section called Alrabiah Be used to rid~ on horse-

day to the palace of the Sultan. He received no salary. 
(38) 

to spend every year five hundred s~ekels and would distri-

among the Viziers of the Sultan , and nothing was left ox it. 

1 received many benefits froz:. him: He would help both S!ll&ll and 

Alld it never happened that it one were in difficulty 

t caiue to his notice that he did not help him in his trouble, not 

with his money , but inforu.Al ly with charity, publicly and pri•ate-

th a purse of coins and with garrr.ents. 

And ever y Saturday lll8n used to pray with him and he used to call 

who would corae to him and a servant used to stand before h im. 

wanted any person to rewaln and dine wi th him, he v1ould 

bis eyes toward hilU and look in his direction, whereupon the ser-

would understand his wish and have that per son remain. 'Vhen the 

over the people would leave through a second door, and 

the one by Which they had caue. ..uid he would keep with 

he wished in one of the roams. Then the entering of the 

begin, approxiruately frOll• two hundred to four hundred, 

less; and they would sit ten at a table. And it was his 

to arrange with the three establi shments that prepared bread 

hursday till Friday afternoon. All those who calJe received 
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'bread and meat P.rivately, and of 'Vlbat there was: and i f there re­

ined any food he would provide the poor with i t on the Sabbath, 

or every ruan bread and two ~lices of meat , and they a te to their 
(39) 

And he hllliself w.'.lU ld stand near then. unt 11 

the taeal and would g1 ve th~ to drink and dis-

other such t hiugs . He bin.self would eat sev~ral 

ites, say Grace with the11o and dismiss thei... After the.t he would 

ait do\vn with his friends to eat. And when they had cleared the 

order them to bring drinks and he would drink with 

the e nd of the meal. And they woald pass the night 

they woul d pray , and then go off to 

ttend t o thei r own affairs. 

He also dealt kindly with gentiles through charity and gifts , 

buy five bu:1dred gan.ents , more or less , and distri-

ate ther:. au.ong gentiles, and would also send l.llOney tb t he city 
{40) 

teb to be distributed to the fauily of Eli , and the f&lhily of 
(41) 

In this matter he f ollowed the custom of h is father who 

bin.. "°d in Per sia he had the stretch of DJa r ket place 

t brought bin. appro::id.n.ate ly two thousand draws by runasure every 

P.18 mez:iory was very strong with the knowledge of the Bible, 

ishna and Tallllud , and he also lmew whatever was required of the 

owledge of the Law and f!a lacha. Ee was a pupil of Saai1a. and 
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possessed many of the latter ' s qualities . He was abovt forty 

s old and exceedingly skilled in arabic writing and wrote cc:m­

And he had a son whose naue was also Fatira, who -as 

old at this t m e. 
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Isaac , his Brother. 

He was the brother of Sahal, and he was twenty seven years old, 

rtner of hi s brother ~ahal in •••• 
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he town ot Sura, which was odgin.ally called Mata Mechassia, but 

was changed to Sura on account ot its being situated on the broad 

Sura, was one ot three pre111ineut Jewish canters located near the 

es (the other towns ware Nahardea and Pmnbedita). It was inhabited 

ed population ot Jews and heathens who were noted both tor their 

1 and tor their honesty. 

important center ot Jewish learning through 

forts ot the famous teacher and sage, Abba Arab, •ho waa the founder 

Re was born in 175 c .E. and died in 247. EYen as 

d he manifested an unusual aptitude tor the study ot the Torah, and 

was sent to Palestine to study, •here he attended the famous Academ7 

1 in T1ber1u. On hie return he was greeted by two of hie friends 

The principal of the school, Shilah, 

impressed with his knowledge ot the Law and hie ability to grasp 

ing ot things that he bowed to his superior wiadOD&. When the 

t of the school died the poet was offered to Abba A.reka, but hie 

1 prompted him to refuse it in favor of one of his friends, Samual. 

, howe•ar, accept the post of in•~ector of II&rketa, which carried 

the control of weights and ~eaaures. 

inspector of markets, .6.bba Areka was obliged to tra••l to the 

ot· J ewish Babylonia. It was during one ot these Journeys 

discovered, to his great surprise and pain, the unbounded ignorance 

J ewish people. In one place noth i ng was known about the traditional 

1tion against eating meat and milk t ogether. It was this ignorance, 

isted throughout t he district of Sura, thP-t gave him the idea ot 

a school there. His efforts, as we know, were crowned with great 
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It beoame the most faiuous school in Babylon, its importance 

ing thrcugho~ the world. It is to .lbba Al'eka that we owe in 

~ measure the pre•e~ation ot Judaism, toT with fflfl intenniaaions 

J.cadtmy of Sura tlourisbed and became the seat of Jewish science 

learning tor about eight centuries. 
(1) 

The J.cadellly whioh bore the DaJUe of .k 17/J waa opened by 
(2) 

Areka about the year 219 • t !ore than twelTe tbouaand student• 

ered there tram all parts ot Babylonia to alt at the feet ot the 

The throng of auditors was ao tren.endoua that the lecture 

be enlarged to hold those who sought his w1eclom. Their 

tor him waa so great that they called him "Rab" meaning 

and his school was known as "Be-Rab" abbrniated trm Beth 

Rab was a Wftalthy man and supported many poor atudenta. Hie 

id•ration tor hie poor auditor• was so great that he introduced an 

llent system whereby those who desired to study the Torah could do 

thout neglecting their business. He introduced the "Balla Sessions". 
(3) 

he autumn and the spring (Bllul and Adar) all the students and audi• 

would assemble, and lectures were del i• ered every day trcm early 

In additbl to theae two months Rab de•oted a week betore the 

to public lectures to which all who were intereatecl 

attend. Tbe tb.roag that took ad•antage ot tbeae lee-

a, Which were called "Rigle", was ao enomoua that 1t was otten im-

ible tor them to find lodgings, and many were obliged to .. ep in the 

fields or on the shore of lake Sura. Thia syatelli toUDd great faTor 

the people and was the means or ed ucating the ignorant maeaea. It 

also the meana of dneloping the study ot the Torah among the more 



eel students who grasped every opportunity to inoreaae their knowledge 

Talmud. These educational reviTals influenced the oi'Yil Ufe of the 

Court was auspended during these periods, and the Resh Galata hlm­

at\ended to reoehe the homage of his people • 

.la for the method which Rab employed, thia 1a what Graets says:" 1'oth1ng 

own ot any peculiar method employed by Rab. Rh mode ot teaching oon­

of analysio.g the Mlahna, which he bad brought with him in ltl latest 

ot perfection, of explaining tha text and the sense ot every Balaoha, 

ot oompe.ring thllll with the Boraitaa. Ot theae decisions and deductions, 

are lcnown by the name ot Mem:ra, there u.ists a great nmber tram Rab'• 

, and they, together with those •hioh proceeded from Samnel and Jooballan, 

oontemporary prinuipala of the schools, form a considerable part ot the 

• Por tbe moat part he waa more inclined than his fellow £u.ora1m to 

r the Law HTerer, and to forbid such legal acts as Terged on th9 11-

least in the opinion ot the multitude ot Babylonian Jews, who were 

of nice discrimination. Most ot Rab'• decrees recei•ed the force 

with the exception ot those, however, wh'oh atteoted municipal law, 

authority was more respected in questions of ritual than ot ci•il 

Academy ot Sura soon surpassed the academies ot Palestine, Whoae 

recognised its authority. ~bba Areka re­

the morals and aroused the intellectual act1•1ty in Babylonia. For 

ty-eight year• (219-247) Rab de•oted h1lllaelt to the Sidra at Sura. When 

accanpanied his body to !ta final resting 

Bab~lonia mourned a whole year tor him and brides d i scarded the 

tioe ot wearing flowers and myrtles at weddings during that period. 
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TBA SUPR~ll.AOY OP SUR.A 



/1)(,/ (Gaon) waa uaed tor many yeara exclusively by the 

ot the Sura Academy (see below). lt• raputat ion bad been made secure 

o great .Alnoraim, Rab in the third century, and Rab .Uhl in the early 

ot the firth century. The DLore prominent acholara usually taught at 

in tha Gaonic period, and moat ot the Gaonio responaa that ha•• been 

"ed. originated at SUra. Bun the liturgic oN.ar ot prayers and rules 
(5) 

foniiulatad by the O.onim ot Sura 

When the School ot Pmrlbedita waa in need of a new head, it had to consult 

the Gaon ot Sura to fill that post. Pul'thern.ora, the new Gaon or leader 

scholar from Pmnbedita but had to come tl'<lll the School ot SUJ'a. 

it le O&on ( ualtacl} was not of tioially usacl by the head of the Aoadcy 

bedita unt 11 a mucll later period ( aee below). It the head.a of the two 

iea mat anywhere, the Gaon or Sura was always giTan praoedanoe. Thia 

rticularly noticed when the Geonim paid their respects to the Eleilarch 

• Reoept ion Sabbath ( 6). Whan the Geon~ corresponded with each other 

ad of Pumbedita addressed the Gaon or Sura: "'lo the G&on and acholara 

a~ , while the Gaon of Sura addressed his letters with the salutetion: 

he acholara of ?wubedita~, lea•ing out the title Gaon. In case the of tice 

h Galuta had no inc'Qlllbant teu.porarily, the Gaon of Sura pertonned the 

ot Eallarch and ita re•enues fell to his share. The joad,•7 ot Sura 

~eel two-thirds ot the gitta and donations oontributed tor the uaintainenca 

ylonian Acadaruiea, while the Aeademy of Pmnbedita received only on~hird. 

tinanolal arrangement was omnged however in 926 under the Gaonate ot 

Zedak, when he denand•d an equal share ot the receipts on account o~ 

Increase in the number ot disciples in the Academy ot Pumbadlta (7). 
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On the basis ot the above tacts Gln1berg say•:-

•Graets properly makes the assertion that originally the tit le G&on 

the prerogat lve ot the head ot the Academy at Sura, the Gaonate not 

a dimnvirate but an institution with a single ohiet, and its origin 

be explained with these ta.eta in mind. In opposition to this sane 
(8) 

Halevy puts up a theory, which sets forth that in the Geonic time 

di ta held the leading place, and the above m.ent ioned privileges ot 

applied to the time 01' the .&inoraim, probably ot Rab .&.shi, with but 

not being in force in the Geonic time. But how, in the 

ot common sense, can it be said that the claim upon the larger share 

he donations to the Academies appertains to the Tabr.u4ic Umes! We 
(9) 

frCD Talmudic data that the revenue• or the Academies consisted ot 

tary contributions deposited in boxes, which were put up tor thia 

ae in the house ot the head ot the &cademy. We should be acousing 

robbery pure and sJmple, it we npposed that he 

d the r8Ul0val ot two-thirds of the contents 01' the box at Pmbe-

the coffers ot Sura. It is hardly necessary to defend the great 

of the Jews against such chCirges. Halevy in particular bas no 

d under his feet when be relegates the privileges ot Sura to Tal-

c times (p. 263), because he gives the preference to Rabbi samuel•s 

ton, which bases the distribution of moneys between the two &cad­
(10) 

• upon the parish divisions for Judicial purposes , and such 

•ions it is well known, did not uist in the Talmudic time, as. 
(11) 

officers was in the hands of the ExUarch" • 
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aberg fu.rther contends that even if the t 1tle Gaon is not · taken 

ly but as an equivalent for Kfl :J!JJJ:J :¥K1 it is not a tenr. used 

Talmudio period in addressing a scholar. / J ';Jland 1J7:J.l!were 

scholars in that time. 

advances h i s reasons fr<Jll the letter of Sherira, whioh 

that two aoholars of Pmnbedita, Rabbi SSltluel and Rabbi J ehudai, oo­
(12) 

the Gaonate of Sura • Sherlra, aa we know, belonged to Pumbedita 

refore was very proud of. the fact that such honor fell to the lot of 

bers of his academy, and took speoial pain.s to record it. But he had 

interest in recording that scholars of Sura were appointed to 

bedita Acaderuy. It ia a fact that the greatest scholars of Pambedita 

nvited to the Gaonate of Sura. s~ch an invit ati on, however, was looked 

distinction and is sufficient proof that the Aoad~y of 
(13) 

cell ed the 4cademy of Puxnbedita. 

Aoadeu.y of Sura experienced many viscissitudes . It was closed for 

period under P.onz.isdas IV, and reopened under Chosru II. For two 

was wi tbout a G::i.on ( 637- 839) • The reason for t his 1a not quite 

though s()Ii;e are inclined to believe that the rise of Karaism had 

it. In the ninth century the Acaderuy or Sura declined. 

c01Uing in addressed to the Sura Acad811.ly on account of 

e tradition, but the Academy of Ptmlbedita was l ooked unon, even in 

, as be ing the greater aut hority and having the 111ore influence. In 

nth century (921 ) after the great controversy between David ben Zakkai 

en- Zedek, which threatened to disrupt the Jewish oCllllllunities of 

d Pumbedita, David recognised Y.ohen- Zedek as t he legitimate Gaon of 
(14) 

(David ben Z9kkai) functioned as Exilarch • 

ohen- Zedek, Gaon or ?umbedita , did not succeed in extinga i shlng the 
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bate, and he lived to see the A.cad.em.- of Sura, which bad been hainbled 

rise agai n fr<lll its low position . Renewed splendor was shed upon it 

ranger trom a f oreign land, so that for seTeral years it cast t he 

ot Pumbedita into t he shade. 
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3. SA.ADI.A G.AOB 



Gl . 

SA£Dli <aOW 

foreigner who abed treah l uster on the Aoad~ ot Sura by hi• 

r and tane was Saadia. He waa born in Fa)'Qlll. Northern Egn>t. in 

Rh earthly uhtence was but ot short 

significant and wonderful are the worn he aooampl1she4 bring 

Ne•er before him had a Ge.on been selected f or the famous Aoad-

who bad not been bol'!l in Babylon. It was undoubtedly because ot 

culture. hie keen intelleot and his •igorous stand against Karaisa 

attracted notice ao widespread that Babylon heard ot hilu. It waa 

ly aa detender ot rabbinical J'udaiam that he was called to the 
(15) 

p ot the school • Hi• innate ~niua manifested itself early in 

the attent ion not only ot his co-religionists. but also 

edana. 

Iyar. in the 79ar 928 (4688) he 081118, at the age ot 

, to Sura, wa.a appointed Ge.on. and oCllllll8nced at onoe to spread 

Hie presence ao inoreaaecl the nllDber ot 

t the Academy at Sura soon becllDe fu.ous throughout the world. 

ted worthy young men to academic offices. and was f aithful to the 

his position. He realised that the former greatnesa ot the Sura 

ona1 sted now i n nothing but high sounding tit lea that meant nothing. 

oh waa without intrinaio ezoellence and was at ex>nstant •erience 

schools. The Edlarcbate waa no longer recognised at court and aa 

its uistenoe was threatened with ut1nct1on. hloney needed by the 

t o purchase bis power frOlll the courtiers or frClll the ruler himaelt 

tad fre111 the people. Thia situation brought with it oorruption 

aeion, and when on one ocoaaion the EEilarch, David ben Zakkai, sent 



o one of the .Tewish oommunit ies to coll9ct money. and. the people 

Clllmunity refused to &ccede to his demands. he denounced them to 

r. who accused them to the Caliph. A heavy fine was iluposecl upo:i 

e and although the Gaon of Pumbedita was greatly perturbed at this 

of the Ex1larch, he was afraid to raise his voice. Saadia. who ha4 

ntly elected to his post had not been long enough in office to pro-

nwardly he oondemned and disapproved of the tactic• of the Exilarch, 

rder to avoid a breaoh with the Edlarch he refrained fl"(lll inter-

But Saadia •s righteous indignation soon manifest eel itself• as Wiaai • 

ecbolar and sage. forewarned David. who came to him seeking advice. 

break came 11hen »avid decided an inheritance suit unjustly. Hi• 

was influenced by the prospect of financial gaina he had been ot­
( 16) 

1 one party ten percent of the amount ot money invob'ecl. !o man 

ls1on legal it was necessary tor the Geontm ot both Sura and Pwnbe-

affix their signatures to the docmuent. The G&on ot Pwnbeclita. 

ek, readily signed the docmnent, which was brought to him by the 

Saadia, however. after reading it and seeing the injustice 
{17) 

decision, refused to sign his !Mime· David's son then raised his 

threatened Saadia with bodily harm for persisting in his refusal. 

alarmed and threw David •s son out of the house. When 

ard of the treatment Saad.la had accorded his son, he lost patience 

the 0 711 on Saadia. Saad.la, however, was not one to be easily 

The position of Gaon ot Sura had practically equal power with 

larch. Re therefore imposed the CJ 7 fl on Dav id and in his atea4 

ed Josiah Hassan, the brother of David, to that office, Just as 

had appointed Joseph ben Jacob ben Satia, a rather medioore person, 
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onate of Sura. Two factlong 1mmed1atei1 arose as a result of thi• 

A l arge &nLount of money was spent by one of David •s supporters, 

a wealthy and learned man who was jealous ot Saadia•s capabilities, 

about the deposition of Saadia. Thie was not a very easy thing to 

too, had wealthy and i nfluential supporters, and the caliph, 

adir, was a Tery fair minded man. lbn-Sarjadu'a opportunity came 

rebellian broa out and Caliph .u-: :uktadir was killed. Kahir, the 

he did not even have enough money for the cere-

or his installation. He wa s therefore ready, tor a price, to listen 

poisoned words of Ibn-Sarjadu again~t Saadia. David •a party then 

money into the treasur1 or the new Caliph, who prohibited Saad.la trmn 

Saadia did not seem to be very muo.h perturbed with this 

ot fortune. He went into retirement for s1JVeral years, but did not 

Ilia time grieving, although the constant quarreling impaired his health. 

nt his time actively engaged in literary labors, and wrote some ot his 

works during that period. Among these works were conimental'iell on .. •safer 

h"(3oolt o f creationt anu ''31!mmot 1T'deat•, Paith M!id ·s:1ence). 

The controversy laated for several 19ars, and finally came to a cliaa.x 

law suit had to be decided upon. One man selected Saadia, 

to act as j udge for him. This could now be arranged aa 

cruel and avaricious Kabir, who had decreed the banishment ot Saadia, 

now replaced by the just Caliph Abradhi. Saadia, during the period or 

banishment, had increased in prestige, while Dadd had lost many of hi• 

saw the righteousneaa ot Saad.la's stand, and aided with him 

When David heard that a party to the suit had requested Saa.di& 

act as judge for him, he became so tilled with rage that he bad personal 



the man who had appealed to Saadia. 

1 umrnrranted attack upon an innocent man aroused the mole J n-

1ty and eventually brought about a reconcilliation througtl the 

tficee of a wealthl and important manber of the community, Baehr, 

her-in-law ot Ibn SarJadu, to whom the people appealed. Saadia 

instated alllid great reJoicinga ot all the population, and D&Tid, 

1larch, and Su.dia, the Gaon of Sura, becair.e great friend•. 

J)aTid imited Saad.1a to a Purim Feast, as the reconcilliation oc­

on this teethal, and entertained him for several daye. Ilm 

u looked aelr:ance at this reconciliation and lett for Pumbedita 

on account of hie wealth and influence he became head of 

~his controversy between the Eltilarch and Saad.la played bavoo with 

ignity and influence of the .Academy of Sura, partic~larly during 

or Saad.la 's retirement, as the man who was appointed in hi• 

far interior to Saadia. ~er the reconciliation, how8'Ter, 

own again, and quest ions trC6A ha11e 

abroad instead of going to Pmnbedit&, were sent once more to SUl"&. 

ilthougtl Saadia did not enJoy the best of health, he labored in­

~inally, however, he succumbed to t he disease from which 

Ria death was like the last rays of the setting 

for the .a.oademy of Sura. Joeeph ben Saatia, who had acted as Gaon 

log Saadia'a inToluntary retire111ent, was now reinstated, bpt he was 

able to uphold the dignity and superiority of the f81Dous Academy 

He very soon abandoned the school and emigrated to Basaora 
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The .loademy at Sura, however, did revive somewhat under the G&onate 

ot Samuel ben Chotni, who instead of being opposed by the Ga.on of P\albedita, 

Rab Hai , was assisted by him,aa he was thl father-!n-law of Samue l, and hie 

equal in learning and obaraoter. Samuel wrote ae"Yeral systematic works on 

the ritual and a commentary on the Pentateuch in Which be set• forth the 

Unity ot God. .llthough his exegetical 1110rks made no distinct progress, 

they show the important fact that the Geonim followed the acient ific lines 

laid down by Saadia. Like Saadia, Samuel attacked Karaism. Re died in 

1034, thus ending the line of Geonim of the Sura £cademy. 

A. Gaon of Sura who deserves to be Uientioned la Mar .v..ram ben _shes~ 

who headed the 4cadamy fl"am 853 to 856. He arranged. the first 0C111plete 

order of prayera at the request of the Spanish cowmu.n1ty. Mar .Amrmr. col­

lected everything the Talm'l:.d and the custOlll of the schools had ratified 

concerning prayer and divine ser"Yice. Ri• prayer book is known as "Siddur 

Rab jmram", and about sixty years ago it was republished with many new 

additions. 

The Acadeniy that ~ab had founded early in the third centbry {219 e .g.) 

was now closed ( 1034), after it had given light and learning to the aelllbers 

of the h~use of Israel scattered throughout the world for over seven hundred 

years. .AD attempt was made to rest ore it when four learned rabbis were sent 

abroad to collect r-~nds to ~a1ntain it. Various accounis of this incident 

have been written, and many fanciful stories and legends have been wo•en 

around these men. Sowe olaim that the ship on which they traveled •a at­

t acked by pirates and the men, sold as slaTes, were sent to different parts 

of the world. Theae men. who eventually were treed by their co-religionists, 

who paid a large rans<111 tor them, became leaders in Talniudica l schools. 

These aohools in time becaii.e fs.ous, thus maang the people independent of 
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of Babylon. 

We are told that the important books of the library of Sura were later 

Spain, as Babylonia no l onger was t he source of Jewish in-

1ration. It had to yield to a forei&n country, just as Palestine s<:llle 

entur 1es earlier bad had to yield t c Babylonia. 
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The town ot Pum.bedita, as we already know, was one of ~;he towns on 

the Euphrates and had a lsrge population. Its one advantago over Sura 

w~s that it lay nearer t o t he capital, 3agdad, tb&n its sie1;er city of 

superior fame. It was distinguished f or its magnificent buildings and 

tne shrewdness of its copulation. A ponular proverb reads: "It- is bet­

ter to live in the dunghills of Mata-Mech.assia (Sura) than Jln the palaces 

of ?ul4bedita ." 

The light of the Law that had burned so brilliantly in Judea fo r 

~ifteen s1ccessive generations and which had produced great g iants in 

every field of intellectual endeavor , aow began t o burn Yer;v. very low. 

Its rays , however, were not extinguished. ~ab and Sanuel oif 3abylonia 

oaaght its warmth and with it 1llwn1ned their native land. For half a 

century they labored to restore the light of the Tor ah on f1lrei8n soil . 

''lith their constant ccre and indefat igable efforts it took i>uch deep 

r oot that it burned brighter on foreign soil--Babylonia--than in its 

native Judea. The people bee~ imbued with a great desire to acquire 

a knowledge of the Law. It was accO'..inted as the highest ho1!lor to he a. 

::aa·l Torah, while ignorance of t he Law wss counted a disgra1::e. Puwbedita, 

although second to t he school at Sura, becaiue a c enter of J13wish lea.rn1ng 

and inspiration, and at times outshone its sister college . The founder 

of this 1chool, that left its mark on the pages of J ewish h :lstory, wa s 

Judah ben Ezekiel. Re was born in 220 and died in 299 c.E. Be was one 

of the t'a.Il1ous disciples of the Sura Academy under the great master and 

teacher, Rab (Abba A.reka). His desire for knowledge was so great that 

he could spare only one day a iuonth for sacred devotions. P.e possessed 

,. 
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a wonderful memory and it is owing to his r emarkable skill in ret a ining 

knowledge that we posses n.any of Rab's and Samuel's sayings . His pr o­

fundity of knowledge was so vast, his intellect so keen, and his character 

so est imable t bat he enjoyed undisputed authority , both i n and out side 

of Sabylon. ,Tudab introduced a new and or iginal u..ethod of studying 

the Halacha into the Pumbedita <ACademy. This A.cadeI:ly soon riva led in 

imnortance Rab 's school at Sura by the side of lil ich it continued f.o r eight 

centuries. 

Th e Gaon of PUIUbedita had to pay deference to the Gaon of Sura, 'Whose 

school was likewise superior t o that of Pumbedi t a . It was not allowed t o 

appo int a Gaon from aruong its own scholars but had to content itself to 

receive oue of the scholars frai.. the Sura Academy. For many years its 

head did not enjoy the privilege of the title Gaon. About ~27 , however, 

owi ng to c onstant qu&rrels between the two schools, a comprC111ise was 

reached \l. t.3rsi n the title Gaon 'Ras extended t o the bead of the Pulhbedita 

school but the head of t he Sura school t ook precedence at all publlo 

functions . The Gaon of s~ra bad the privilege of delivering the address 

at the general assau.bl1es. He sat at t he right s ide of the Edlarch 

while the Gaon of .Pam.bedita sat on his left. On entering or le&Ying 

any public place the head of the Sura school always led the way and 

in the presence of the .Exila rch walked in.mediately a fter him. Even though 

the h ead of the Sura school was a yo:lllg man and the head of the J>lm.bedita 
(1) 

school an old man, this order was preserved 

The Aoademy of Pumbedita, like its sister Aoadamy ot Sur a , went 

t hr ough m.r;.ny experiences. Dur ing the lifet ilr.e or Judah the numbe r ot 

students increased tremendously. At times t here were as many as twelve 

thousand disciples attending t he school of Purubedita. Rabba, we are 
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to ld, did not oonfine his lectures to the practical part of jurisprudence 

alone , as Judah had done. He treated all the subjects contained in the 

Mishna. He sought to reconcile the various contradictions existing in 

the Mishna, the Baraithas and the additions made by the Amoraic author­

ities , and generally to introduce clearness. 

The principals of the Sura Academy were usually men of great wealth. 

SCIIletimea they assumed the entire financial obligation of running the 

d.cademy, and in addition supported hundreds of poor scholars . The lead-

ers of the Pumbeditan Acadezr.y. on the other hand, were usually men of 

11.Jllited means. It was necessary very often to maintain an acaderu.ical 

fund to which the COilllUunities and sar..eti.mes even the Exilarch contrib-

uted , in order to support needy discipl es. 

In the spring and in the autwun (Adar and Ellull Pumbedita also 
(2) 

conducted Kala sessions So eager were the people to attend these 

sessions under the leadership of ~aba bar Joseph bar Chama of Uachusa, 

l299-352). that they often neglected their business pursuits. Raba was 

obliged t o warn the people and his warning ho.d a two-fold purpose: 

Fi r stly, for their own welfare, saying: "I pr ay yo·i. do not come to my 

school in the spring a nd in the autwun .11J.Onths , lest you sh ould neglect 

the time of the harvest and of the preparation of the wine and oil, and 

so be troubled throughout the ye·a r by the cares of life . " Secondly he 

them out of fear of the government who lost money in taxes when the 

neglected to attend to their fields and vineyards, and also very 

often neglected to pay their poll-tax. It is said that the death of Rabba 

was due indirectly to such a circUlllstance. The ki ng was infO?"...!..ed that ow-

1ng to people gathering for the trala session twel ve thousand of his dis-
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oiples failed to pay their poll- tax. A r oyal bailiff was sent to arrest 

h i.lli. He was, however, warned in t1Irie to escape. He ran to the woods and 

on hearing the rustling of trees, which he mistook for the marching of 

s oldiers, he took fright and died. P.is body was later found by two of 

his most distinguished disciples, Abayl and Raba. These two great scho­

lars produced what ls lmown as the dialectic form of the Ta lmud. Abayi, 

who suceeded Joseph, had opened a school of his own in : achusa on the 

Tigris and numerous students were attracted there. It was through Abayi 

a nd 118.ba that the J>umbeditan ~ethod was brought to its greatest perfection. 

~hese schola rs were never at a loss for an answer to the most difficult 

questions, which Rabba and Joseph were at a loss to find solutions to. 

In this sense the Talmud was the creation of the , umbeditan and Machu-

zan schools. This systeru of Tallnudical dialectics did not develop after 

Raba's death. People cultivated it, but did not develop it as in the 

lifetime of ~ab. He died after fourteen years in office and then the 

Academy of Pun1bedita began to wane, as none of his successors were able 

to measure up to his ment al stature. 

Pumbedita, like ~ura, felt the cruel reign of P.ormisdas IV. IDlder 

t he reign of "S ahran. Tshubin, whom the .Tews supported when he wrested 

the throne from Prince Chosru, both the Aeademy of Purubedita and Sura 

were opened again. Chosru I, however , with the help of the B,santine 

emperor·, Mauritius, succeeded in bringing Bahrani. ' s rule t o a sudden end. 

The ,Tews paid dearly for loyalty to Bahr 81!t, as many of them were massa­

cred. When, however , Chosru II ascended the throne, he did not hold the 

Jews responsible for their partici:rat ion in the r evolt. He ruled with 

j ustice and kindness throughout his long reign (590-628). The two Acad-

8It•1es , ~ura and '!>tmlbedita, were opened again and en.1 oyed uninterrupted 
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erity. 

The A.oademy of Punibedita had its flashes of greatness even though it 

in importance to Sura. 7lhen duri ng the reign of Al-tlam\111 , about 

of the ninth century, t he Edlar ch was no longer officially ra­

ised as an official of the State , the importance of' the PUJnbeditan &cad­

i ncreased . It was near the capital, Bagdad, whose influential Jewish 

were in close touch with the Academy. Pumbedita rose f rClll its subor-

e position and was now on a ~r with its sister Academy of Sura. Its 

1dent assumed the title of Gaon and made himself independent of the ~-

h. Instead of the Gaon of Pumbedita and his faculty go ing once a 

to the Exilarch to pay hiru h01L8.ge, now, 11' the ~ilarch wished t o 

a public assembly. he and his retinue bad t o repair to Pumbedita. 

A Gaon worthy of mention at thill period 1s t:.ar-Zeu.ach I ben Paltoi 

1-690). He headed a list of literary Gaonim. He arranged an alphabe-

1 index of difficult words in the Talmud, under the title of ".6.rUoh". 

dictionary forms the first contribution of the constantly growing 

rtment of' Talmudioal lexicography. 

Another man worthy of mention, a c cnteni.porary of Mar-Zeniach I ben 

oi, was Nachshon ben Zadok. He wade himself famous through the dia­

ry of the key to the Jewish calendar. He found that the order of the 

festivals repeats itself after a cycle of two hundred and forty-­

• years, and that the forn.s of the years can be arranged in fourteen 

The key bears his nalile; it is known as t he cycle of Rabbi Nach-

The Academy of Pumbedita not only rose to be the equal of the Sura 

1, but before long outstripped her. Instead of important questions 
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home and abroad being addressed to the Gaon of Sura, they were ad­

aed to the Gaon of Pumbedita, who was looked upon as the ohief author-

in Babylonia. 'Vhen Hai ben David bec8Jl1e the G-9.on of Pumbedita (690-

the influence of tlat Academy increased still more. The influence he 

ed upon the Academy of Pumbedita was great ly due to his popularit y at 

capital of Bagd.ad, Where he had held the position of rabbi and judge, 

was a great favorite of the people. The Jewish community of Bagdad 

sponsored his appointment to Pumbedita because they were anxious to 

the school or Pumbedita becOll!e the leading college of le arning in 

Toward this end they bent all their efforts. They were not only 

ous to have it eclipse the Sura Academy, but even wanted to put an end 

It was about t h is time that l1:ar Rohea-Zedek II ben Jos-

(917-936), the head of the Pumbedita college demanded a greater share of 

revenue than the Aoademy of Sura received. He claimed that it had many 

students and therefore deserved greater consideration. 1'.any quarrels 

on this accoont and as a result a compromise was arranged, Whereby the 

y should be divided equally instead of the usual two-thirds to Sura and 
(3) 

third to Pwnbedita Kohen Zedek did every thing in his ~ower to eli-

office of the Exilarch and succeeded for a t in.ta . The people, how-

, were too wannly attached to the house of David, about which traditions 

clustered . i :uch against the w111 of Kohen-Zedek, a re lat 1ve of 

Elcilarch, Ukba, was installed as Resh Galuta. ~or was that alle 

of Sura again came to the fore when Saadia, a stranger frCJU a for-

land, was selected as Gaon of Sura, much t o the chagri~ of Kohen-Zedek. 

ia, brought 1 ight and glory to the school of Sura, and Pumbedita was again 

into the shade. 



After the death of Sa.adia, however, the Academy of Sura once more de­

A rich merchant of Bagdad, Ibn Sarjadu, who had been a bitter op-

t of Saadia and who had helped to per s ecute him, was chosen to the post 

bedita. He had not been through a regular acaden.ic training but was 

of his r iches, as well as fo r his knowledge and energy. He 

led the position of Gaon for eighteen years (943-960 ). He wrote a com-

ary on the Pentateuch, as well as works of a philosophical nature. Like 

-Zedek, he tried to exalt the School of Pulnbedita at the expense of the 

Academy, but af ter his death, the School was torn with internal struggles. 

he meantime the four men who had been s ent out f r an Sura t o raise funds , 

opened schools in Egypt, Africa, Spain and ?ranee, and thereby separated 

e communit ies f r Clh t he Sabylonian s chools. In Spain, particularly, schools 

,_the st udy of the Torah began t o nourish a nd t he Jews of France , Germany 

Italy gladly yielded them the precedence which had formerly been enjoyed 

he Babylonian Academies. Cordova , Lucena, and Granada soon took the 

e of Sura and Pumbed1ta. 

As the schools i n ~pain increased in fazue, the schools i n Babylon de­

.-...--~ed i n importance. Before their complete annihilation, however, two 

brated men, fat her and son, occupied the of fi ce of Gaon in the Academy 

The first of these was Sherira, Gaon in 968. · He was born 

He boasted that he could trace h is 

ent, both on his mot her's and father' s side , t o the line of t he Eicil­

before Bostanai. Sherira i s especial l y distinguished because of hi• 

ter" , whioh 1s the main authority jbr the history of the Talmudical, 'PQSt 

dical, a nd Gaonio periods of Jewish hist ory. He composed an important 

dioal work called "Megillat Setarim" (on the meaning of Raggadot). His 
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ret" (epistle} gives a valuable list of Geonim. Despite his fame and 

)liance be was not able to prevent the decay of PUllbedlta. The schools 

abylonia had outlived their usefulness. Such an inferior grade of scho­

did Babylonia produce at this period that Sherira was obliged to promote 

who was only s iateen years old to the high office of judge. Both 

er and son met with reverses. Due to some unknown charge, caliph .Al-

lr ordered their arrest, (997) and the confiscation of their property. 

ough some influential persons they were liber&ted and restored to their 

r stat ion. Soon afterward Sherira abdicated in favor of his son, Hai, 

8) and died a few years later. .Another account states that Caliph .Aoh­

his 1.mprisoDlllent and finally his death. He waa beheaded in the 

1000. Doth accounts agree, however, that he died in the year 1000 c.E. 

Hai, the son of Sherira, Gaon (969-1038) was raised to the post of Gaon 

thirty and thus succeeded his father. Re was held in such 

esteem and was so popular with the people that as a mark of honor to 

, instead of the usual prophetic lesson on the Sabbath, when the Law 

read, in which ~;oses prays for a worthy successor, the story of !>avid, 

inting his successor was substituted, and in conclusion the words: 

Hai sat upon the throne of Sherira, his father, and his kingdom was 

,._u.y established ," was inserted. Hai was a.n exceedingly cultivated per-

He was acquainted with Arabic and endeavored to promote a national 

rehension both of the Bible and of the Tallllud. He wrote an exposition 

verse, called: "w.usar Haskal." Bai was un1-

lly acknowledged as an authority and t hrough his influence the Szhool 

bedita somewhat recovered its prestige. 

The EJtilarchate was now practically extinct. The death of the grandson 
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id ben Zakkai had le~· the position vacant and no atten.pt had b een 

'o f ill the post. Hai, therefore, was at the head or the Babylonian 

community, and s o able a man was he that quest ions on important mat­

h1m, not only f rCJD Babylon and Palestine, but even frcm 

• 'Vhen in 103 8 , P.ai passed away, he was mourned throughout the Jew­

rld and was eulogized by the great est poet of all time, Ibn Gebriol. 

Bia successor waa immediately selected: Rabbi Chiskia, who acted both 

ml!Efl'•On and Eltilarch, but as I hav e already reII~rked, the Babylonian schools 

eutlived their usefulness and these sudden spurts of light were but the 

3- flickers of a dying candle . The period of the Geonim, however, did n ot 

no sooner had Rabbi Chiskia assumed of fice than the ruling 

..... 9)l, 1rad.ir, ordered his execution for some unknown reason. The sun had 

- 4efinitely set on the Gaonate of Babylon. Sura and PUDlbedita that had 

... ao muoh light and leam i ng over the J ewish world for over eitPit cen-

, ..... were now in darkness . 

'!he sun that had set in one part of the world, h owever, was now be­

.. IMlllg to r ise in another. The Academies in S!)ain becan.e celebr ated and 

..,.._ntial and were destined to play an illlportant r ole 1n the life of the 
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THE Ell!ARCHAT E 

l'TS ORIGIN AND FUNcr IONS 

The origin of the Exilarchate is vague and uncertain. The perio~ of 

existence was about eight centuries . 3ecause the Exilarchs were be­

ved to be descended fron. t~e House of Javid, their leadership was ra­

hed by the people and they were honoree as O'A' •/IJ , princes . ·~he 

larchs cla imed their origin and ancestry to be as far back as Zerru­

el (597 B.c.E;), the grandson of the Jewish l(j ng ,Tehoiachin. This 

nd is based on II Y.ings, 24- 25, where it is stated that in the thirt~'­

year of the Jewish captivity in Babylon, Evi l-IAerodach, king of 

set Ring Jehoiaohin free and showed him kindness. The office of 

Galuta was not visible, however, until the second century c.E, , when 

office . From then until the eleventh century, when the office 

no longer in existence, we cant race it without a break. 

The Exilarchate was on a par with the Palestinian Patriarchate, whose 

mnbent was the president of· the Sanhedrin, and who assUllled the title of 

of Judea. The Sanhedrin was the ruling authority over all Jew­

polit 1cal1 spi r itu.al, social and judicial t The Patriarch, how­

to guide himself by the opinions of the IJJS.jority of its "Seventy 

ers••, over whcm he presided. When the 'Patriarch was arbitrary, obsti-

and excessively seve~in his actions and decisions, he could be remo­

by that body as was Garualiel II. In the course of time this ifuportant 

1 began to decline and Babylcnia occu~ied the stage of universal interest; 

position was recognized even by such tr.en as Allli and Asai, the l eaders 
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The Resh Galuta--Prince of the Exile--was the ruling political and 

Israel 1n the Diaspora . The Geonim were the s ol ritual 

lers of the people and yet we find at times the Exilarch assuming the 

erogative of appointing the Gaon to office. The Geon1m, Mar R. Samuel 

R. Yehudai of Sura, and R. Nat r oi Kahana of Pumbedita were apnointed 

Exilarch SolOlilon ben Bisdai (eighth century). The Exilarcb David 

n Judah appointed R. Isaac ben Hannan1ah, Gaon of Pwubedita in 833. But 

en Kohen-Zedek was appointed Gaon of Pun.bedita by the Exi larch, David ben 

akkai, the Academy rebelled and the members theruselves elected Rab Mebasser. 

he schism arising as a consequence was adjusted amicably, by having both 

oni.lu officiat e t~ether until the death of l~ebasser 11!6), leaving Kohen­
( 1) 

edek sole Gaon of PUlnbedit~ 

The Resh Galuta, who was the governor of J ewish Babylonia, obtained 

s authority by order of the king of Babylon and was responsible to him 

Ee was the highest judge of the Jewish people in both criminal and 

Eis duties included administering justice (he solli8t1mes de-

duty to a subordinate); supervisi ng colle~tion of taxes frClll 

He held c ourt with all the pomp and sp lendor of 

oriental Potentate. His table was laden with the finest of foods and 

His hospitality was extenied to a large number of 

scholars who wore a badge as a s ign of their dependence upon him. The 

orthodox, suspecting that such a large quant ity of foO'l c ould not be 

repared according to t he strict lett er of the Jewish law, kept away as 

The throngs that vi sit ed the Resh G<iluta were largest 

uring the ?esitval season. 

The Prince of the Exile attended state functions , as for instance on 



80 

the Persian New Year . escorted by his retinue of servants, who like h1m. 

were dressed in most gorgeous and colorful clothes. On such occasions 

be br ought with him a gift of n .. oney. Hi s stat i on d51la%1ded that he wear a 

girdle of gold and silver threads . In earlier days his seal was engraved 

with the Lion of Judah , later. however. the design was changed to a fly 
(2) 

a wasp. 

Over and above his duties as judge and tu collector, the Exilarch 

subordinate s wh<Jrl he sele•ted . bad charge of public safety. 

and nieasures and inspection of canall. 

It was not essential that the Resh Galuta be a great scholar. In 

at times he was not . Same. however , were very ambitious and wanted 

t o as&uu.e , i n aflditior. to their world l y and political power•. the spirit-

ual a..1.thorit y over the people . ·:/hen the Exilarchs were gr eat scholars they 

acted as presidents of the Jadicial tribunal. ·his often brought about con-

troversies as the Geonim fe lt that the Eltilarchs were usu.rping their power 

and position. Some of the Ex1lar chs were tyranical and unscrupulous and 

con.plaints made by the people against them. The Exilarchs 

expected the DeoniJI; to oarry out their wishes, but their wishes were not 
( 3 ) 

and righteous If the Gaon refused, the hilarch 1110uld ex-

collmlunicate hlm and appo i nt another in his place . This . of .cour se. was 

not the general rule . ~he rank and file of them 'vere conscious of their 

L:any of the £xi larchs of 7 almud1cal times endeared theoselves 

great learning, noble conduct. and just ad.Iuiniatration. 

The Exilarch did not always depend upon the incowe he derived fran 

ifts and tazation or the people. Neither did he depend upon the regular 

ual incCJlle fran stated districts. The y were usually ruen of wealth and 
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with their own incomes supported a large r et i nue of noor scholars, attend­

ants and slaves. Graets says: "Wealthy by r eason of the income accruing 

f r oir. t heir extensive 18llds, t hey also nossessed many sl aves a nd a nmner­

ous suite of attendants; even free men placed themselves under t heir pat-

r onage, wearing, as sign of their fealty, t he arms of their masters on 

thei r gal'lll.~nts . The Princes of the Captivity were more sensitive with 

regard to these dist inctive ma rks , refusing t o pardon even tha scholars 

whoo. they theihSelvea supported. if they laid as i de or even only covered 

over these badges." Again Graetz says: "It 18 not until lat er times 

i'hat mention 1s Iil&de of regular yearly revenues drawn by them, ftbe 
( 4) 

~ilarchs) from certain r egions and cities "• 

?' any distinctive honors were bestowed uoon the Exilarchs . one of 

these in particular was d·l r ing the Reading of the Tor ah. The usual oustan 

i s for the one honored to go up t o the Torah at the time of reading; when 

the Exilarch was honored with such a "w.it sva" the '!'orah was brought dCJlfn 

to him instead of his going to the Torah. It was probabl y becs:1se of 

the c.any hono r s and the d eference shown t o t he Exilarchs that s orue of 

the~ became over bea r ing, not only t o t he people but also toward the 

Geonl.Iu at t1fues. As a result t he Geon1.m sometimes tried t o weaken his 
( 5) 

power and even to suppress this office entirely The people, however , 

loathed to see the one renaining s)'Wbol of their fonner glory disappear , 

a nd often suppressed their own personal fee lings in order t o perpetuate 

t his Davidic dynasty, which was symbolised by the Exi l arch. 

The of fice of Resh Galuta had its basards as well as i ts privileges . 

The f ami l y or one of t he earl y Exilarchs, 1.'.ar Chanina, endured many hard-

ships during t he Robad persecutions. Being the leader of the Jewish 



conmmnity, particularly in uolitical and civi l affairs , the ~ilarch was 

natural l y the f i rst to be brought to accou~t when an unfavorabl~ govern­

~ent change took place. ~!hen therefore, Ring ~obad , a man not altogether 

good qualities, was induced by one of his religious reformers, 

to make llagianiSlt.t. the ruling f aith of the country, the Jews re­

The fSIUily of Mar Chanina was obliged to flee to Judea and take 

with them Mar Zutra•s postnumus heir, who also bore the name of Mar Zutra. 

Mar Chanina, hiillself, however, was taken pr isoner and executed. As a re-

sult of these co?n. itbns , the office of £xilarch was left vacant for a year 

The i chools of <:;ura and PUlilbedita were c l osed. Conditions for 

t he Jews changed, how·'Jver, when Bahram, whom the .Tews supported in his 

-
effort to usurp the Pers ian throne, was victorious. The J ews of Persia 

and :Babylon welcomed Bahrani as t heir sav ior. A.s a reward f or their loy-

alt y to hill., he granted them many privileges. The schools wer e again 

opened and the .Tews prospered under his rule. 3etween this event and the 

of Persia (56~-540). three Resh Galutas a re mentioned by 

Chaninai , and 3ostanai . It was Chaliph ():Jar , who in 636 

r aised Sostanal t o the dignity of ~rince of the ~ile. He was the son 

of Ch.aninai , a direct descendant of the Davidian house. Bosta.nai was a 

and legend have selected as an object of glorifi-

He succeeded in again investing the office of Exi larch with sub-

The followi ng legend is told about his birth: It is re-

l ated that a king bad decreed the total exterruination of the Exilarchal 

0han1na1, the l ast of the viqtin•s , was executed shortly before 

of t hat son. For this at r ocious deed the king was adntonished 

n a ~ost singul a r manner. He dreamed that he was cutting down t r ees in 
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his orohard (Bostan) one after the other, until there was but one left, a 

tender sapling. Suddenly an old and dignified wan approached him. Snatch-

ing the knife fran the hand of the king, the old roan threw it against his 

forehead. Blood streamed from the wound unon the king 's face and beard . 

The veneruble old man upbraided the king for destroying the trees and ad-

wonished him to save the last young tender shoot . The king, apologetic be-

oause of his wanton destruction, promised to save the young sapling and to 

oherish 1t so that it might grow u-p to be a sturdy and fruitful tree . When 

the king awoke fro111 his dream he sought to have it interpreted. For this 

purpose, the father of Chaninah 's widow, was called . He told the king that 

the dream referred to his ruthless destruction of the family of the Exilarchs; 

t he sapling referred to hhe last of the line, the unborn child of the last 

viotilli. The king, satisfied with the internretation of his dream, and full 

of remorse, ordered Chanina ' s widow to be given the best of ca.re, and when 
(4A) 

the babe was born, named him Bostanai, which referred to his garden. This 

of course is legend . It is true, however , that when Bostana i reached man-

hood he justified the hopes of his family and friends. ()nar not only raised 

him to the dignity of Prince of the Exile , but gave him Dara, a daughter of 

the Persian king, Chosroes, for wife. 

Bostanai was the first Exilarch to be the vassal of the k ohamedans. 

He obtained many concessions, one of which was to wear a signet ring. This 

honor gave him the privilege of stan1ping his docUD1ents and decrees with an 

Off icial cha~acter . 

Despite the hereditary character of the office of Resh Galuta, new 

nominees had to be approved by the heads of both colleges . The installa­

tion of a new Exilarch was an affair of porup and splendor . The installa-
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t ion was held in the synagogue on a Thursda1 when the Law was read. Amidst 

the blare of t rumpets , the Geoni.u., after putting their hands upon the head 
(6) 

of the new inc\JD.bent decla red: "Long 11 ve our lord and Prince of the Exlla ·• 

.lnan was t he l ast Exilarch to be inducted into office because of his 

hared itary descent. After h l.n. the off ice b 0 c8.111e elective, and the pres!-

4ents of th~ Acade~les di rected the e lect ion. Gradually t he president s of 

the Acaden.les assUllled mo re and more power ever t he :!xilarchs. They even 
( 7) 

s;icceeded i n oust 1ng one of the Exilarohs ·.Vhen the Geonlm succeeded in 

controlling the office of ~llarch and he becaille dependent upon theru , the 

Exi l a rch usual ly tr i ed to f r ee hi~self f r ow this st~te of dependence. 'Vhen 

a s t r ong character was au:io ~nted he clashed with t he GeonL... This condition 

naturally exerted an evi l i nf luence on t he Babylonian Jewish cariruonwealth. 

Dosplte the n;any ha.ndicaus of the offi ce of Resh Ga l uta, t o the Jews 

of distant l ands it apuear ed surrounded with a halo of power and g reatness , 

a nd on account of confused rU1Uors , seenied again to be an;powered with the 

sceptre of David. The hearts of J ews in distant lands turned t oward these 

potentates on t he Euphrates; gifts flowed in f reely to enable t he Bouse of 

David t o make a worthy and dignified appearance . 

Jl:ot only did the Geoni.u. wor k to weaken tm power of the 3x1larchate , 

they often worked aga i nst each other. Rab ~ohen Zedek I I ben Joseph, 

Gaon of Puobedlta (917-936) worked to strengthen himself at the expense 

not onl y of the ~llarchate , but a lso of the sister acad.en.y of ~ura. Sura, 

as we know, was t he superior school and therefore received t wo- tbkUs of 

t he inoon.e f r Olli all questions , wh ile ?wi.bedlta had to content it self with 

t he r enialning third . Kohen ~edek during his adL.linlstration deliJ8llded and 

eventually received an equal share of money and gifts wit h t he Acadei...y of 
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Sura. He then turned his attention to t he ~ilarcha~ e which was occupied 

by TTkba.Rohen Zedek wa s not opposed to Ukba personally, but he was to the 

of f ice itself · He finally was successfu.l not only in removing Ukba, but 

also in hav ing hi~ banished fro~ Bagdad, the capital , where the Exilarch 

lived . The people , however, were wanily atta ched t o the !louse of David 

and a fter the Exilarchate was vacant f or· s CJ1;e tiw.e they ~ored t o have 

j t f illed . They selected David ben Zar.kai, a relative of the ba ni shed 

Ukba t o f111 the post. For a t 1n1e Vohen. t edek ref used to acknovlledge the 

new :::X1larch. A reconcilliat1on was eve·ntually effected through the good 

of f ices of Nissi ~aharvani, a b l ind ltlall, wno was much beloved and respected 

fo r h is p iety. Nissi , himself had at ome time been off ered the nost of Gaon 
( 6 } 

:J i "ur a , but he refused on account of his b lindness • 

David bee Zakkai d i ed in 940, and t .hrough the influence of his one 

t iwe opponent , Saad.la, David •s son, Judslh .was elected to the office . His 

incillllbency was but f or a short peri od, however, for after holding office 

f or seven months he pas sed awa:1 , l eaving a s on who wa s twelve years old, 

t ~o yo-:.mg t o succeed h im. Saad l a, howe"·er, befriended him. and had him ed-

ucated as befits a f~ture leader of the House of David. He was eventually 

r aised to the "!)osit ion of Prince of the Capt ivityi but ihe resusit&t ion of 

t he dy ing ember s of the once grea t !>avitilian dynasty greatly incensed the 

Koslams . They detenr.ined to assassinatu h illi on one of his public appear-

ances. The caliph, who was inf ormed of their intention, tried t o avert t he 

... u rdera but 1.n vain . .,.fter n is death no attez..pt ·.vas n.ade to appo int anothe r 

t o t h is off ice. The Jows did not want 1;0 arouse again t h e aniu.osity of the 

0 slems. Thus died t he l a st of the Ex:illarchs of Babylon . 

The EJL1 l archcite , h owever , did not c:ea se ent i re ly with the a ssassination 
(9 I 

of t he gra ndchild of David ben Zakkai . a.brahan. lbn Ezra speaks of t he 
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''9avid1c House'' at Bagdad (before 1140) calling its n.er.uber s the ''Heads 

of t he Exile". A l ong time before t h is David ben Daniel endeavor gd to 
(10) 

renew in Egypt the glory of the hila r chate Upon his arrival in Egypt 

in 1061 at the a.ge of t wenty he wt... s procla iI11ed ~ilarch by the elliUinent 

,Tewisil schol<-rs there, who \Vere anxious t o obt a.in for Egynt the leadership, 

powe r and i nfluence fonuerly enjoyed by Sab¥lonia. In 1094 , however , he 
(11) 

was de r.osed by 1'..ohaluet -llm.aktafl , who appointed in his place a wealthy 

and influential Jew, -ol omon {Chasda1?) in whom he had taken ~ great i nter-

est . 3olomon wa s greatly respected by his ow people too. 7he "'a llph en-

dowed the off i ce witt dignity and power. Once more the ? rince of ~aptivity 

r ode in splendor on horseback and wore costly gal"!Je oi s . r e was fallowed by 

a retinue of slaves and guards and was per~itted to stsn.p his documents 

with an official seal. Ei s nublic appearances were heralded with: "Make 

way for our lord, the son of Dav1d0 • The Exilarch anpointed and confir med 

rabbis , j 'ldges and r eaders in a ll parts of the Caliphate . His 1'.>0wer extend-

ed f rOlli ? e r s ia t o Kb.arsan and the ;auscasus and as far as Yemen, India, and 

Tibet. He appointed these officia ls through colllll1issions and rec eived in re-

turn nwuerous gifts . 'l'he Exila rcbate thus obt ained a new lease on life and 

nr c:.ctically returned to i ts former greatness an<i influence. The fonuer '9aby-

lonian schools had disapp9ared but in their place there arose an imnortant 

Talli.udical College in Bagdad, whose leader assUll;ed the tit le of Gaon. The 

l oader , Ali Balevi, attra cted a nUlllber of students , and the Exi larch oimself 

was a l earned Talmudist . 

In the thirteenth century an energetic m.a.n , Yishai ben Chiskiya, was 

&•,pointed Resh Galuta by the ten..noral authorities . He was the head of the 

~astern congregations, but his Exilarchate extended t o those C01Lll;un1ties of 



87 

palest ine which were under the rule of the 1' ohalliedans and of the Egypt ian 

sultan, ~ilavun . As l ate as the fourteenth centur y sever a l famili es claimed 

t he ir relati onship with Josiah, the brother of David ben Zakkai. 
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The fact that we know very little about t he Eg~"Ptiun :Xilarchate dons 

not disprove its existence . navid ben Daniel was the son of the Jerusaleltl 

:;son , ~aniel ben A%arja . It was a situation in which the Mag id Meborach 

and the Egyptian Gaon, Josia ban dZarja Ra- Rohen , favored hl.L. . Soth helped 

r U.. to becOllle Exi larch; this event must have taken place about 1081 . 
(12) 

J avid was also supportea. in his office by the gove:mnent At first 

nis power extended to only Egyptian conmunities at ~ostat , Alexandria, but 

later also to Palestine and the Phoenecian coast at Ashkalon, ~aesarea , 

Eaifa, Beirut, Byblus and finally T yrQs ( 1069) , where the Palest lnian Geon­

irr. lived. Re had also his own court called117.1i7~·1Y "J1then also : K ' j;J 
I I ( 13 l 

'?ll 1"3' 1/.1 ;7.:l ,then also: "?111:;• (!If H •IJ'J. His cruelty, however , w&s 

so great, even towards his own benef actors , that it lead t o his downfall . 

Magid Meborach, who is responsible for his rise t o the !!:xilarchate, 

caused his downfall in 1094 . 

"'lhether the t gypt ian Exilarohate caiue to t he fore , or whethe r David 

had any successor s is not known. ~e do find , however, a certain Exi l a rch, 

Jehudah ben Joaia, who with his two Dayyanim: I saac 8ason and 38l!:uel Ha­
( 14 I 

Levy ben Sa.adya, were very highly thought of by Mai.n.\lDJ 

'3ambari states: rx1,7f;,,7;,1 17/!fi.) k'17f ~Kll17 1]t.l '17J.:l,""1 

. 17f1 fi7'i1K' /:1 ~J<J/1' ?:JJJr'?,; K •;;J K•J;'Jj] K7f,tt .:J J]:J! 17JJ:J•,7 r1r~ 
o•7!JJ.1 f IK ...l 7 1/J 17117 .:J.717 

. /)Ji/J1 7 •:JWIJ7!1 ,7•,71 717.!Jl:J:f_ K/171 
r.e ra ragid can only n.ean Exilarch, although 1'.alll.w.. hll:..self was . ag1d , but 

Then, in the second nlace San.bari adds: 

with reference t o an Exilarch the geneology f r Olli avid must be emphasized. 



Hardly one hundred years l at er than ~ostat, the Exilarchate was re­

established i n its old seat--Bagdad. 
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To astiiblish tha cha.in , o f which the Gaonim formed c. link, we must go back 

to tha con.pletion of tha TalJ~ud , and observe the ch<anges which this 1mpC>rtont 

event wrought in the external condition of tha Jews. I n doing this. we note the 

JiJ:;lina ot the schools• as well as that of the dibn1 ty f'orlllarly &ttached to the 

g~damical chiefs. Tn.e rd&son tor this lay in t h~ fact th.wt the ~ublioation of 

tlla or .. l l ttw had lc.rga ly reduced the neaa~s i t~ of oro..l 1us trua.tion. The r abbis, 

how~ var, botnt th..t1r enargias !llora than avar to strsn~than thit c.uthority of the 

':'a l mud. The Jaboraim--~xpounders or Ponderers- ::uada rad:,.ational improvwr.ants 

~nu i utroduoad a tew additions into the body o f tha Talmud. The G•onim-'!'itle of' 

the haads of the Babylonian £oad.eaiea-- who succeeded the ~brc:.ini .alld whose p•-

riod lasted barely one hundred ye&rs. bagan to superintend and di rect the Jewish 

acade1nias in the do1:1ain of Islaru, especially at Sura. TMy v.ere very active in 

the tiel cl ot 11 tar.stare ,and many oxcallent \\'Orka • nov: ert&nt , &re the product 

of t he Gaonic period . which 8JCtanc.;.ed to the eleventh cantury. 

Th'-3 spi :• itual f.:. c tor, c:.s ~1a kll0\1 , has ah:ays )leen a very gr&a t force in 

ni s tory of J udaism, im d h..s baan tha dorLi111 .. t. i n5 elau . .ant in the livtts of the 

He'Or'3\'; people s ca ttered t hroughout the , ;orld. I t N:.s Dbtural , therefore. t~t 

in addition to thtt 3ashGaluta , who reprasenUd the rolit106l and the civil 

side of Jud.aiam, there should be & spiritual representative ot the Jewiah pao­

ple, and this per aon was the Gao» in the days of the ~xilraoh. ~t diftarent 

times this office was fulfilled oy different people: by the prophets, the 

tJ ·x , ,,, , 
Man of the Great Synod, the .Patriarchs 1¥ .., • the Tanna1m.Amora1m, 

.I 
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Sabori aw, and now the G•onin. . Although it is t rue t.hat their act i vities 

differed in scope , their inspiration and their ~es sage were always the 

san.e throughout t he ages . The one object toward which they bent all t heir 

energies was to perpetuate the Law of i oses , and to 1'ili~e it a guiding 

f'c.ctor in the lives of the people. ':' he Geon i.:J. about wh~ we are now con-

ea rned , were the links between the gener1:1.tions of the Talluud and the h lddle 

<1.ges . 

As with the Resh Galut a , t he begin i n g s of the '.;aonate a r e but im-

pe r fectly known . Graet z tells us that i t probably originated with the 
( 1 ) 

nea d of t he school of Sura About the ~iddle of the seventh century, t he 

~ersian State seethed with r evolt. In the year 655, the r uling he.ad was 

struck do~n by the band of an assassin. lslaxu was split into two f actions, 

one , the insurrectionists , proclalmed Ali as Caliph, while the other sup-

!)Orted Moawiyah, a relative of the murdered Caliph. The ,J'ews s upported Ali , 

who was very weakl y aided by his own people. It is said that nearly one 

hundred thoasand J ews under the l eadership of ~ ar I s88c , the head of the 

college , g reeted dli when the latter captured the t own of Sh abur or Anbar 

(656 ). T o show his a !Jr>r eoiation to tne ,Tewish people for their displa y of 

loyalty, he g ranted the1:.i ceita1 n privileges. The head o!' the 5ura .a.ca.dewy 

was granted special nrivfie gas and it was at this til.a, says Graetz, that he 

assumed the title of Gaon (Ex.alted). 1:ar-lsaac , was r ecognized by the Caliph, 

and ushe red in a n8\'9 period 1n the histo r y of the Jewish people--the Period 

of the Ge oni.n.. Ji.alter, corroborates this h ist urioal or igin of the tit le 

Gaon , and says that in t he year 658 Ali, son- in-law of • ohoruet , gr anted re-

11gious auton<Jny to t he aoad~y of Sura and freed it fr ou:. the jurisdiction 
(2 ) 

or the :Resh Galuta who, prior to t his t ime, ,11,eddled in its aff ai rs 



The name of the head of the school prio~ to the above mentioned incident 

1n 688, was Resh Metibta • Sher1ra, who is a genera lly accept9d authority 

on .rewish history of the Gaonic period, makes very little distinction between 

those who headed the acadeuy in ~ura before the ti llie of J, ar- Isaac and those 

who came after hi.ru. He calls them all by t he title ~on and even the heads 

of the Pumbedita College, who did not ass UIUe the title Gaon until wuch l ater; 

he even apnlies the title Ga on to sane of the .unori8lu who happened t o be 

pr es ident of the Acader:;y , as fo r instance , to R. Pisda (d ied 309) and to R. 

Ash1 (d ied 427 ). 

Ginsberg doubts very much whether l abbi Isaac was at the head of the 

Sura academy at the tlme of the c ontrove r sy that flared up into a revolu-

tion. ··/hat he probably did octain, from the new ruler, says Ginsber g , was 

the pennission to call into being, by the side of th3 ~esh Galuta , a reli­
(3 I 

gious authority with definite powers • 
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TRE TITL'2 GAON 

lt is believed that t he title /fl'r,J(Gaon} i s an abr ev1a.t1on of 

the Biblical expres sion, ..l p /I .; /7,Y.,/'' the ? ride of ~Tacob". This is 
I 

the official title for the represent atives of the t wo Babylonian AC-

ademies, Sura and ?umbedita, during the ?ers ian-Arabic per iod. This 
( 4 ) 

title ref ers to the heads of t hese t wo schools during this peri od only • 

Accor ding to a report by ratban t he Baby l onian, this t i tle appl i ed 

only to the head of the Sur a School, but in t ime t here was no di ff erence 

in tit le between the two school s . It is a noteworthy f act that only 

t Geir foll owers , and not they themselves , calleQ them by t hi s name. They, 

however , called th€Jllselves tA.suallyKn:JJ7"1 J/ '/ or 17.J"ll/'17 ;;•/. When 

the tenu f 1ilJ•is used then the whole phrase J i?)'' f!f() //":J;;'' ;;';(7is meant. 
• (#) I 

This phrase or igi nates from t he eighth centu!"f • "le also find the phrc-se 

17 '?? ) ?W i7:J 4 '.:J 0 :U',t\' 7. Poznanski is i nclined to believe that the 

latter title wa s used by the :?unibedita school and the title / YJ( ,l by 

Sura: thus Nathan 's staten.ent may be correct. GCtually, however, it is 

r ound t hat the heads or .?umbedtta used _i I;'' rtJY.lJl.l'll' · f or ex.&lllple,by 
J 

Seu.ach be.n Paltoy. ':e likewise f ind;h7; ~;· 11.3.'iJJ• '.i'!- 7 used by Sina, ex­
( 6) 

au.ple, San.uel ben P. ofni 

It ls not known, as I have remarked above , when the title of Gaon 

was f irst used. The periods flow one into another imper cept iblZ(• That 

is , the ..uuoraii i nt o the ':' anna1tes: thus we call one half of the Tan­

naites_,/'';,JJ 1 )1117 H)fJ J.-Y,. that is , we call thew half Tannaites) . It is 

sa id th.<lt the tit le Guon ceased officially i n Babylon with the death of 



in 1038, we ard , ho;-·ever, no t certain of i;h1a. ";Je do know , though, that 

hund~ed years before t he ~a bylonian Gaonate disappeared there a r ose a 

in Palestine aalled • rte popularity, in 

reached and intluenoed the fthine region. The ~ost i~rtEnt o f these 
( 71 

fragments wa s Megillut JbJatar v1hich shed n8\' light on t he wbple al tu­
(8 ) 

Thie documlln t v.as c leverly interpreted oy g&cher whose conclusions v;ere 
(9) (IO) (11) (12 ) 

elsbor &tad upon by .ae>rnstein ,Greenatone , W.nL10nstein , f!Aarx , and 
(13) 

Tha wo r k dona oy the aoova men i ndi cates cla~rly the groy;th and increase 

mov:ledge concerning t he Pales tinian Gaonate that baa been ac~ompli shed grad-

u.ally through the docunienta of the Geniza . u uch , however, remia ina t o be accounted 

t or through new di acovdrie~ a ca resear c h . 
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• 
Poznanald in hi s book SUl!r?ltrizea all the f~cts and tries to 

ustabl1sh definitely the orci.er of succession of the Paleayinian Geonlm. 

The aseuoption of office was of the greates t i mportance, he saya. s i nce ~~ 

w1 sh to establish whether they we re the heads of the Hboole (the tv10 

schools) or whether anybody else •har•4 their title. Th• axan:q>l• waa 

followed by other lande and at diffarent times. aibOng which are B&gdad 

1n the thirteenth oentury where Geonim 6l'Oae. Thus the study of the 

organia growth is o! the grea taat i mpo r tance. 

No doubt its beginning i s connected with the conflict over t he Cal~ 

end.ar which broke out in 921 between Palestine and Babylon.the details 

of wh1 .:h are well known. In this yaur there appctiu•ed over th& Palestinian 

School 3en Ueier. whou geneology may ba traced back to Gazniliel and 

Jehudah Hanaesi, i.e. trom Hillel and the ])llvidlo lln•. H• tried to estab-

lish tha aupremaay or the Holy Land by the deaiaion of the tirat ot the 

month• and t he holidays. He created lively agit&tlon and ~on rusny !ollov.-

era evao in 3abyl on. sut tha ~xilarch and Gaon ware no t e~u.el to the tsak 

ot fighting against ~eier. ?inally they bad t o call UlJOn t he twdnty-n1ne 

y~ar old saadia. who had left his birth pl ace, ~gypt, anu traveled and 

lived i n Babylon, Aseyria ,Syria and Palestine. saad1a emerged a~ the 

victor. 

The fa ct that Meier failed to make Palastine su~reme didn 't prevent 

him f ro:u malthig 1 t independent frOllJ ta. Babylonian Gaonate oy creating 

i ta O'tm Gaonate. 

3en Jl•ier asea the t1 tl• 1171.J[J i7 ii./ )(7 and 17:J."u/'i7 'Jl Xl 

• S.Poznaneki " Babyloniache Geonim ia nachgeonlischan zel•tilter. Berlin 

i914, Pp.80-97 
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in hls writings and in his conflict over the calendar. Furthermore, 
( 1) 

in two mell!oranda of the Geniza and also ln the geneology of the 

thirteenth century, a certain Abraham is called :.Zj1)i''/!HJn:i•w•JIJ(7 . 

Fr ow this it follows that it was Palestine about the n.iddle of the 

tenth century; this geneology states that this Abrahall! balled frar. 

labbi Hillel !J1r,7~~,7 )/i'.l'W11/t7 !.?:J..7 r1D'.l!*.Ji17:J J.7hus we can as­

&UILe tha t he was the son of I e ier . .Uso, in t he 111.idst of the con f lict 

over the Calendar a son of Rab 1 eier is the subject, but no name is 

i..entioned. Thus the founder 0£ the Palestinian Gaonate was Abraham 

who found the conditions ripe for its est .:.b li shlnent . 

The off ice ·:;as not filled 1.ml..e -t iately after t he death 01· Saad.la . 

?UI.L.bedlta was not financially secure and therefore could not combat 

the f oundation of the new Gb.onate in .Palestine . •re shall see, also 

that the Babylonian Geonilu took a friendly a tt i t 11de t owards the Pal-

est iniun acaden.ies; thus hal'lliony existed. (The l atter, says Poanan-

ski, is only a reasonable assUlllption) . 

Ab raham, thus, iluLed iately after Saadia ' s death, i . e. 943 , es-

tablished the Gaonate. Since he wa s a lread:i• participating in the 

calendar c onflict against ~aadia in 922, he co uld not have been young 

when he f ounded it . Be occupied this new office fra.. about 950-~55. 
(2) 

Bis son fol lowed him • His narue ls Aaron. Ben r_eier likewise bore 

this t i tle; we can therefore deduce that the line of saccession of 

Aaron f ollowed after Ben t..eier . Aar on ' s muue travelled f a r and wide. 

for we have on record a 17~)(W (question) r efe rred to b in. from 

t he Rhineland ( O JJJ/ ' UiJJ() . 7his 17 ~Ku' deals with t he time 
(3 ) 

of the i ·essiah's arriva l lt is not lmown bow long Ml"on relii&ined 
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in office . Bis followe r was h is son Josia , who is like·.'lise t:.entioned in 

the memo . Her e he ls called J.F f" /' i ) J7.:nl' i/K7· le a lso find 

his name on the heading of a letter addressed to t7'S1 (Raphia) designated 

.1 )'•'fl~,/ .fl:Jf'Ul' 1¥,Y l 1i7''iilK • • In a note of 1031 h e is men-
/ ~ (4) 

t loned as 117'11//(' /?:11 . 

Josia w~s the l ast of this f~l~;. His s-.iccessor was .rcsenh ~a- t:ohen, 

t o whom ~aon Sheri r &h addressed a letter on tM thirt eenth of Ab 1300 (July 

18, 869} whioh begins as follows: I 'l :ii' 17:J.••,;r.J. UIK1 f '1 1l'Jlj1.J.:l 

n111 aw;~ J':I 11•n1.J~'? 17'Jlf'J 1::J '.::> n1.111 i7 x1pa'? i7t!f •;;· 7;' ', 

Here .Toseph is tit led not J.P )'''/'A) /flff 'l~l but 17..l. !}/ • U/ X 1 which 

from Sherirah's point of view can be we ll explained ~sychologically. Re 

bore the official title of h is predecessors (as we shall see l ater ) . Thus 

frozu t he beginlng of the let~ er we learn that Josenb had been the head of 

the .;.ca.dell-~· . 

It was a P6 lestin13.D custoo. to read iluporta.nt ~oreign letters , esoeci -

ally frou 9abylon , in public by the head of the School. on the ~ountain of 

Olives . It was read on /( .:J.1 1V J )l 'J/ 111 by the conmi.and of the Ga.on in 

other Palestinian cities . 

now it cau.e about that the Gaonate was transferred !'r or.. t he !!i llel 

f~ily t o that of .Aar on is not known . Frafu now on the r.1llel fan.i l y was t o 

rei:;.a1n satisfied with rT.'1'lJ~ and so we find in a record that Aaron, the 

son of .Tos ia, WllS honored and title.;. as ~Xl:Vt ~.::> ~j;i r1Jr°J. ~~ .P.e Oc­

cunied tt.is office , no doubt, du ring ,Toseoh •s 1nc\Jll!bency , against wbQL.. a 

:7 /I'/ had been pronounced. Joseph Ibn Abitar addressed a letter to aD.luel 

Fa- Vohen begging him t o do away with the D7n wnich had been pr onounced 

against hiJu. - alUUel w;;s said to have been willing to ao~uUsod &mi to 
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cowe to the aid of Abitur, but Hanoch ben r oshe with whon. Abitur had 

had t he controvers y and f or which 4bitur hc::d been placed in o7n 
pr otested vehen:;ently . 

(5) 
Through lbn Daud we know t hat lbn Abit\ll' went to P.ai in Pl.mi-

bed ita, but the latter didn •t allow the quest i on of D 7/l to ccme up 

before h m , and so Joseph Sllligrated to noiua.scus And died the r e . Thus 

we see that the Pal estinian acadelliy was asked for help after oerhaps 

Rai•s refu sal . At any rate, this gives us a definite chronology for 

t he confl i ct between Hanoch and Josenh . i bis date was estab l ished 
( 6) 

bJ Philoxene Luzsatto 

Row l ong SR.Ulllel Ea-~ohen was in office is unknown . His .:JKat 

the begining was Aaron ben ,Tosla. He beca1lle Gaon later on. The 

earliest we haar of his Gaona.ta is 1027, the latest i s 1046. Re was 

the longest i n office as well as the niost out stand ing and act ive &'lLOI18 

a ll his col l eacues . With reference to his (Samuel ) geneology, we have 

no reports. 

I n his A.caden.y , Jose'Ph Ra-Kohen wa s :1,/( who had - een the father of 

a new branch of Geonilu (Aaronites) . ? erh.aps the t:.:t•~;v was created 

fi r st b y Shal omo in the ~ al.lliud i c t ill.a, alongside \Vith / '7 J'J':J. JJ and 

K•'JIJ , t he OJU also existed. So here, t oo, Sbalowo v1anted t o 

llia°;<e the •11·~;v t o correspond t o t he O..Jll along with t he/7 n•:i :ZK and 

/
TK.J. ""e f ind that there was a list of senority f r on• three t o 

( 7) 
seven. ln a d ocUI1.1eot of 1045 next to t he Gaon we find. '),U..1717 fi7Jil"7'~')( 

17) !:JJ'J:l. i'he s ixth i s also r efe1·red to in the a bove n.ent i oned let-
( ti l 

ter 

Shal01110 was in contact with fore ign lands, especL lly wi th Egypt 
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(Fostat l • Ev en as an :l)( he ~&.rried on a lively correspondence w1th 

t'llo outstanding l eader s of Fostat , Ephrairu ben _helllarjah , and Abraham 

ben <1ohlan. "le still have s oc;e of this correspondence . The contents 

of tnis LJa il deals with t h e conflict t hat broke out in t h e Fostat ccxn-

UUlity , and which ShalOlllo atteI:Jpted to settle. Ee s t ood on the side of 

Ephrailll. On the daj· of K J. I KJ)lii'11 a ccor ding to t he old cust~, he 

ascended the 1..ou.nt of Olives, and in the presence of t he pilgrims he 

enunciated a [)70 on all nersecutors of his f riend. It happened 

that a fight al s o broke out among the pilgrillls which wa s denounced by 

the government. This denunciation included an order against placing 

anybody in 0111 • 

These pilgrin.s \llere the ZL&in source of income f or J erusaletil, par-

ticularly for the academy. Consequently a dec rease in the number of 

p ilgrin.a nieant decreased help , and foreign help had then to be sought . 

Here (Egypt) Ephraim belonged to the Palestini an congregation 

r•JJKi~'l(which , of cour se , s~pathized with t he Palestinian Acad81lly . In 

?oetat , as well as elsewhere in Egypt, there existed a Bab ylonian cong­

regation t/';)1K)l'7t 17'bJ:Jwhich had connections with the Babylonian 
(9) 

School (1.e. Pumbedita ) 

In the above mentioned passage f r Olll Ibn Ua'Ud , Egypt is also n1en-

tioned aruong those countries that helped the Babylonian sch0ol. (I' he 

nUlliber of responsa addr essed t o Hai is greater, by f ar, than those 

addressed t o Palestine) . 

-Ve have al.Il'.ost no inforn.ation at all as to the relations bat.ween 

Hal and ShalOL•O· In a letter addre3s ed to !?ostat there is a reference 

to t he Gaonate of ~halou.o , but no ful l sense can be made out of lt, nor 

·11 
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a re we certain about it s authorship. I t reports ~hat Shaloruo's Gaonate 

fall s in a period when the Gaonic epoch had ceased . 

~s to his scholarshi p , we know nothing. The content of his car-

res pondanca is alt.tost exclusively !)fl rsonal and of a soci&l nature, as 

&~~i nst that of Hai (of sazue period) . BrUll ident i fies him (Sh&lcno) 

wit h Shalamo ben Jehudab, the 3abylon1an who lived about half a century 

before the Gaon (Shaloruo) . Nevertheless t he Gaon u.ight have wr i tten 

some Piyytlt 1ru which Zuns teru..s as anon~ous. The language of his let-

ters. we are told, is similar to that of the p!yyuti.Jr, , but we are not 

s~re that he did write the Pi yyutiD.. . 

Shalair.o ben JehQda r;iay have died 1.Iwnediately after 1046 , and the 

The Gaonate was transf erred t o the fai:.ily of his /'7 Jl':J :lX<Tosep!.. 

latter's successor is Shalowo Ha-Kohen, h1s son, whan we 'ialow frar. 

genealogies and other records . 

Be had t hree sons , the oldest of whoru is l oseph Fa-Kohen, who 

had been his / '7 Jl 'J .lN and finally his success~r in off i ce . 

In tirue Joseph bad for / '717'.:J. :JJ( one or the first or t he Hillel 

f au.ily of Geoni.DJ, naruely Jos i a ben Aaron, who wust have been very ad-

vanced in uge . Joseph was not long in t he v~onate. Fr OlL 9abylcn csne 

one from the family of ?.Xila rchs, Daniel ben Azarja , who ca~sed much 

trouble t o Elia and ,To seph, brothers . F.e threw theu• into prison , re-

~oved Joseph f rau office , and as a result of shame and suffer i ng died 

after Chanuka of 1365 (December 1063). 

He left behind hilr. very weak traces as Gaon. In one memo we find 

hilll only as ;•7 ;r:i :1}(, and in another it is completely orr.ittcd. But 
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that he had been a Gaon for at least a short t irue is shown by a notice 

of a hand wr itten L' idrash. Then again his nanie is ll.lent ioned with bis 

brother Elija in the r_egillat Ebjatar mentioned as /7 'Jf,Y,/ 'Jiii . 

A s on of Joseph. Shalowo. went t o Postat , and in t he year 1077 

wrote a poem about the defeat of the Turks at 0ai r o where he designates 

hi.IIjself as a •.J1k .1 ;·; Y'th11 /'7~,1 ,r1,1 ,71:i'J iJi. 

In the year 1092 he signed a document of the court of ::Xilarch 

David ban Danie l (ben A1a r ja} , and here he names h imself as: 

~'!I .i' 17:1.tili'il :i.; yo1~ o• ~ill 11-J /'7..),1 ,1 YJ?i11 • 

naniel ban A1ar ja stepped into office at the begining of 1054, 

but actually we f ind i n a docuruent left us by a female slave dated 

Jerusalem the twenty-fif-th of T ishre 1369 (Septewber 26 , 1067}, as : 

:J.;)//' /fl,/ Jl::FJ/' WK7 K 1iJlJ17 '?K 0 J7. 
I (101 

Likewise, in other Geniza f r agm.ent s we find him as : /1 :ft;•• WK1 

J. J' ;r 711( J • The f axnil y of the Aaronite Geoniru hus reconciled it­

self with him, and Elijah (brothe r of .Toseph) became his ,.7 /l':J. J.lt. 

Six years later, after Joseph's death (1059-60) Da:: i al fell ser-

i ously ill , and finally died. Only a;ter his death, Ellul 1373 (1062) 

Ella Ha- J!ohen , became the Gaon . : nus toe t:;aonate w.,s ret ;irned to the 

fan.ily of Aaron. 

Elijah had three sons:l. Sad.dok, who seeos to have died yo~ng, per­

haps befor e 1062, 2 . :;ojatar, who was his rT Jr..l J. /( , 3 . Shalcmo , 

who was the ·~ ·~;:1. 
Elijah and ;."bjatar ansv:ered quest ioos together about liturgy, ques-

t1ons sent to theru fram Meshullaiu ban t:ose r r on.1'a in1. Thus the rela-

tlon between the Palesti nian 4ead9luy and the 1'lline existed fo r about 
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one hundred years . 

Elia moved the seat frcx. Jer usaleiu to Tyrus because of its conquest 

by the arw.y ot }. eliksba.h in 1071. Elia died 1064 but two ~Aars befor~ 

his death he convened a.n impressive neeting a t Tyrus and t here designated 

E'byatar as his successor and Sbalomo as his J'7 .rr1 _ ,, and :)ad.docb ben Josia 

as toe • :J/'~lL'. In the year of his death he went t o Haifa wher e he estab-

lished (renewed) the New Year and reaffil'ILed the a9pointn.ents he had made 

two years before. He enunciated a severe 07/J ar-ainst any contenders . Re 

died JUslev 1396 (December 1064) . He was buried in Galilee. 

Ebyata r Ha-Xohen thus succeeded his father. There was also a •;·•:.i.7 
(fourth) in the person of Ebytar's son, Elia. But Ebytar was destined to 

remain in office peacefully. A son of Daniel ben Asarja, David, was es-

tablished as Exilarch in Egypt . Ho was able to bring under his in£luence 

the C()llll:.luni tles of Palestine and of the Phoenecian coast. He relentlessly 

persecuted the Gaon until he was forced out of Tyrus. Be seeiaS not to 

have been s o much against the Academy as against its representatives and 

its .l'N • 

The deliverance f irst oan.e 1n 1094 when David wa s thrown out of of-

fi~e by the Egyptian Magid Meborach ben Saadyab. Great credit fo r this 

deliverance ls due to the 'w"~tzi· ~addok ben Josia (l. egllla\. Ebyatar ia 

the only source fo r these facts ). 

Ebyatar returned to Tyre but his brother Shalomo meanwhile seems to 

have gone to ~gypt where he assuued the title of:]//: fJiJ n J. ·::r M'.f7 and 

in his place Saddok beC8ll•e r7 O'.:J .J.)( a t a very advanced age in Tyrus. 

As a resul t of the conques~ of Tyrus by the Cr usaders, Ebyate.r moved 

the seat of his school t o Tarabulus, T ripolis in Syria. 'Ve lalow this f rom 
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a preserved letter sent out from here. We don't know whe.n Ebyatar died, 

but we do know that he was the l ast of the ?alestinia n Geonim. Eis ll>ove 

n.e ntioned son, Elia, we meet in the yearll.11- 1112 in Fostat to which ulready 

Shalon.o, the son of Joseph, and ghal~o the br other of his father, as well 

as t he successors of Saddok ben Josia had emigrated, and llhere off icial 

Geoni.&. existed. 

Bacher assumes that the suspended act i vitie s of the Palestinian school 

(due to the Crusades ) were continued in Dau..ascus . Re concludes this from 

Banjamln of Tul edo, who had been there in 1170 and who describes the school 

of this city as ~x11.7• y1K ~Ji/ Jl.:J.'111' :i/Xl· Thi s a ssun.ption can be further 

supnorted by the fact that the head there (Esra ) had at his side his bro-

11 1~ Ebyatar and '3hal0Clo. t her Sar Shalon. as r I .n~ l x j ust 

under then. a certain Joseph s erved as 

d , • .,.L'J/ • ~ust be eu.andate a s w "? 

They did not carry the title of 
( 11 ) 

/1kJ but for thi s tit le we find 

t hr ough Hor i li a certain addok r.ientioned as 

~e don't know whether he carried this title as the of f icial ~erpetuat or 

and successor ( or even a s an indirect f ollower ) of the Palestinian Geonim. 

The f ollowing is a list of the Palestinian Geonim, etc 1-

GEONIM - O'J!Jf.J 

I. The Succession of Patriarchs 
1. A.brahalu (b . J eier ? I 943 
2 • ..\aron b Abraham 
3. Josia b. Aaron b . Abraham 

II. Of Aaron Faiuily 
4. Joseph 969 
5. Samuel b. Joseph 

III. Of Unknown Origin 
6 . Shalon.o b. J ehudah 

IV. 7. SbalOU!o b. ,Tes eph Ha- Kohen 
6 . Joseph b . Slil Olllo b . Joseph 

Ha- Kohen ( 1053 ) • 

FATHERS -

Aaron b. Josia b.A.aron 
• shaloruo b . ~ehudah b . Berechya 

Jose ph ha- Rohen 
•Jos eph Shalowo Ha-Kohen 

Josla b . Aaron b • . Josia 

• 
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'iEOKli - O' .l!l<.1 

7. Succession of Exilarchs 
9. ~aniel b . AZ&ria 

(1054- 1062) •Eli a b. Shabmo Ha- Kohen 
VI. Others ?r elli A&roo ?mnily 

10. Eli b. Shal01-.o b . Joseph 
Ra- l{ohen (1062- 1065) • Ebyatar b. ~lia P.a-Kohen 

11 . Ebyat ar b. Elia b. SbalCJllo 
Ba- Kohen (1065- 1109) • shalCJUo b . Elia Ba- Kohep 

Saddok b . Josia (after 1094 ) 
Abra.ham Ha- Kohen 

• The star indicates that he was advanced later on to the G&onate . 

The last one , Shal~o b . Elia Ha- Kohen,becan.e Gaon not in Palestine , 

but 1 o ~gypt • 
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C H.APTJ.R SIX 

C RITIOISK O~ T~XT .AND SOHOL.ARSHIP 
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C'lUT ICI~ AND SCHOLIL~SHIP 

In the year 666 C. E. C 4326 ) Rab Schmuel , son of J.~oses ShulBlll of 

Z:lshtadin, publ ished a historical book cal led J'O(l f' Yuba.s in. It was 

custoiaar y i n those days f or a p~blisher to add sou.a historical f acts 

to such a publication and this the publisher dld. One of his additi ons 

was a comolete colhpos it i on by the nBXLe of: ''The Generations of the :Vorld , 

br i ef ly, frOl4 Adaw until David ben Zakkai who conducted a quarrel wi th 

!Ulbbi Saadia, of blessed memory; ~d the degrees in which the School of 

Sura surpassed the School of ""'ul...bedita. " ~his A.ddition ~ab Shmuel Shu-

law re~oved from a n.anuscript of the year 509 C.E. (4269) . In that Ill8.llu-
II 

sc r ipt t his cotuposition was ca lled by the name of.f7!:l''Jl'17 170 1'he Or-

der of the Schools.•• Scholars agree that this br ief ndllie ls n.or e appro-

priate according to ite content , than the new name that was g iven t o it 

by ~ab Shmuel Sbula.IJ.. . 

The con.posit i on J77::J.•w•,-, /7{) c01Upri ses chiefly the fl 81Loirs of 

3ab l\9.than bar Yit zchok, the Babylonian - that i s Bagda.d - who was a 

contemporary of Saadia Gaon. It re fers t o the Schools of Babylon and 

the men who in his day were the leaders of those ~chools . In these 

l." eiuoirs were i ncluded sol!.e things that qab Nathan learned as an eye 

wit nes s and some by heresay. ':he i amolrs by Rab !:athan are the !host 

1.D.nortant source of info?'ll!lition regarding t he life in those Schools. 

They alm at an accurate sketch of the life , manners and events conce r ni ng 

them. .Even when he tells of the cont r over sy between Rab ~aadia and the 

Resh Galuta."he writes without partiality t o either side. He tel l s all 

that he knows and does not suppr ess even legend: - "Rab Niesi who i s ex-

II 
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perienoed in miracles opens the looks of oabylon by the use of the 

'JI 715J11'7 OW .,_ so heard Rab Nathan .and so he ;>asses it on to us 

- 'thout even adding any explanation hill.self . It is said that !tab Na.than 

prepared these r• emoris not in 3agdad , but elsewhere. Perhaps the ·reu:­

oirs were edited in Kairuan ( in africa) where TJkba, the Resh Galuta , had 

drifted alsc after he had been driven fron1 B&gdad, and where t he people 

oa id him special honors . ~he people or Rairuan found lliuch interest in 

the n.atters of the Schools of Babylon which had for thet:i a relation to 

t he life of Ukba. 

Until recently the J,:amoirs of R&b : a.than were known to us only i n 

t he Hebrew version. In 1905 (5665) however, I s rael Friedlaender re­

Loved f ron. the rragwents of the Cairo Genh au an ....rab fragsr.ent including 

sOllle of Rab Nathan's words regarding the expulsion of Ukba frCllJ Babylon. 

In the .l.rabic version there are sOllle details that are not in the Hebrew 

vers i on. It is evident therefroo:. that originally the !1 amoirs were writ­

ten in Arab i c and that only a f terwards wa s the Uebrew translati on made 

thereof . Apparently, Arabio was Rab Nathan 's ruother tongue , but the 

Kebrew translation was so pure and free thut it is almost imnossible to 

suspect at all that it ls not the source itself. The translat or did not 

subject hililself t o the fon;. of the .cir&bic body, but presented the con­

tents with freedom and at times relates it as one who has heard SCXlie­

thing frCJn his ccar.rade and which he repeats , as for instance: "And Rab 

~a.than said that he saw the son of Uavid ben Zakka1 leaving for the ~tate 

of Persia, etc.'' 1 oreover, there were omitted or dropped from the trans­

lation sou.a points and proper nawes. In consequence of this , the trans­

lator found it necessary to add many explanations which he did, without 

II 
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onanging the contents. 

In the stor y of the controversy between the Resh Galuta , Ukba, 

with Kohen-Zedek ben Joseph , the Gaon of the 5chool of Pumbedita, Rab 

Nathan mentions t he name of an important personage of that gene rat ion 

by the name of 1'~atira who was a supporter of Rab JCohen- Zedek. And 

likewise , in the st ory of the cont r over sy between Rab 3aadia Gaon and 

) avid ben Za kka1 , the Resh Galut a, he relates that the sons Of Nat ira 

were on the side of Rab ~aa.dia. 

In the year 1903 ( 5663 ) , Harl<avey publis hed a frag111ent of an Ara-

":> ic tale out of the remains of t he Cairo Genesah regarding l~atira and 

ni s sons . ':'he author of the tale was a Jew fron. Bagdad and he wrot e 

during the Gaonate of Saadia (between 928-931 C, E. ). '71th very c lear 

oresentation, he describes the forms of Natira and his sons (the elder 

Sabal wa s a student of ~ab aadi a} and their manner of life and the 

behavior of the important ruen of that genera tion. 

Fr iedlaender believes that the author of thi s t ale, too , is ~ab 

.. athan, the Babylonian , who wrote in ~abic a cOlhplete book on the 

general history of SSgdad entitle': " 7 /f 7.l::l l:J.;)~ " and out of 

this book was t aken the tale r egarding !!J:Jl 1Y l ' IJ..I and also 

• ':i.J.:i:i. nr1•w ·a 7 70 

According to t he a bove a ccount there seen1s to be two versions ex-

tant , one in a rabic and the other in Hebrew. The .• r abic version ls 

fu ller and more in detail , while the F.ebrew versi on is more brief and 

the t r anslation n.ore free, which leads sowe schola rs to the conclusion 

that the Arabic account is the original while t he Hebrew ls probably a 

t ranslation. ~d t his view was accepted until recently. 
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(1 ) 
Friedlaender who exaruined the f1·&g1U~nt whi ch is now 

in t he J ewish Thoel ogical Selll1nary , New York, and which belon~s t o the 

~ eni zah Collection of Taylor-~checter, is one of the authoritie s who 

~elieves that the original wa s Arabi c , and he gives his reasons . In 

the fi r st pl ace, he says , t hat ~abbi rathan, being a native of Bagdad 

would naturally use the arable language f or his narrat ives. Secondly, 

t he 4rab1o l s written in a var~ fluent and pure st yle. Thirdly, sooie 

essentia l additional words and phra ses are to be found in the Arabic , 

wnich would be qu it e i mpossible in a translation . And final l y, although 

the Hebrew renort l s fluent and free, yet it betrays t he influence of 

the Arab ic in sever al p laces. ?riedl aendar givds many i ustane es of pr oo! 

on the definite attit ude he has t aken on his Arabic t heory. 
( 2 ) 

Louis Ginsberg disagrees with P' r 1 e d l••nder and tries t o 

prove that not the .1.rabic but the P.ebrew re nort was the or iginal. And 

he too , gives very forceful a rgun.ents for his deductions . He , t oo , says 

t hat t he language in which the or iginal was wr itten is a natter of very 

gre&t im~ortance, and while he appreciates'~be l earned and instruct i ve 

1 nt rod.uct 1 on to Fri edlaende:r• • naf':-at h• .. nevertheless , he ven-

tures to believe that "the proofs adduced by bi.II:. are not conclusive". 
( 3 ) 

I have ~elected one of n:any of Doc t or Ginsberg's "proofs" which I 

he rewith pres ent : 

owr'he expression ~i' l)Jf' is not an Arab ism; i t is found in the Tal­

mud iln and t he older t.: idrashi.m with consider able f requenoy. I shall ad-

t >.Y 1Y~T //' ~-,,7,:> J7f:ft'J!lii17 J'.l 
0'J'J::Jfi T' ';J)/ 71JJ)/~'Tw1aght l asts but an instant , so that t he 

(4) 
scholars could not deterllline i ts dur~tion. • 

duce only a few of the passages. 

"'i' ·:i ;;,' 

II 
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• ~ 1< 1 iil' ~ ;:/ J-1!1 .IJ 'He wanted to detern..lne the num-

ber of Israelites , • which corresponds exactly to the expression used by 
(5) 

,'athan • The Talmudic equivalent for errando discin1ur is '1.17>/ 7iJ'i''IJ7'/t r/( 
017.1 ~;;·.:u,~P'/f x7J1 1711.17~"..An cannot fathom the words of t he :'orah until he 

(6) 
has made mistakes.• ~egarding the ~otion of t he celestial spheres , 

~abbi Sil!.on ben Yohai says> .11 • 1:i'7 , ;;'! JJ' •;o 7/t J:I 17°"'? 7 :J.711 

1 •~;i J;1'1jl ~ ' It is so difficult a problem that ll1B.I1 cannot 
(7 I 

fathou. it .' 

"These quotations will pr obabl y suffice to show that 

ls an Arab i sm neither with Nathan nor with ::tahbl ~aadla , who employs 
( 9} 

it t wice. 

•• 1i:.'ifl ~l 7 !J )I 

f •~;t 7!:1)'' is than Hebr ew. 

in the sense used here is no better Arabic 
(10) 

classical Pebrew and tbe connection 

with lJl/f7 can be a;,;.tnent icated as little in '°'"rabic a s in P.ebrew • 

. ~ev J rtheless , the expression is well chosen . It ls a vivid descrip-

tion of Y.ohen-Zedek sitting absorbed in study, his head bent over his 

book , and suddenly raising it to see Nissi standing before bin:. , as it 

we re , •over his head.' !'or eover , the expression /;;/ K) ;/) . .' 7hf 
( (11) 

is found in an original Hebrew letter f rcm:. the las t ~!larch, Hezekiah, 

t hough it u.ust be adr:.1 tted that the meaning there is not clear. " 

We gather from the above exerpt that Ginzberg is not convinced of 

Friedlaender ' s Jirab i c theory, on the contrary , he says , that if a com-

parison is ma.de between the .uoabic f raglllent and the Hebrew version in 

Yohasin , we will find s Ol!ie features tending to establish the priority 

of P.ebrew. Ginsberg, however, believes that the question is still open. 

It is poss i ble , as Frledlaender sug~ests , that ne i t her of the re-
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ports in quest i on ls the original,but that the Arabio fragsnent found 

in t ile Cairo Geniaah is a part of a longer wor k that Rabbi •athan wrote 

in Arabio. And the aooount J7 1:1 •;:,••a 770 end the story 

of 1'J:11 k 7•11.J are taken froru this llirger work. This of oourse , 

would st 111 make the or iginal Arab lo w1 th which theory Ginzberg does not 

agree. 

Ginzberg says that ~~bbl Nathan was pr obably not an author who r e­

corded his reminiscences in writing but wt~s rather an oral repcrter on 

~abylonian c onditions. If we aocept this assumption , says Gin&berg , it 

would reconcile the difference between the F.ebrew and t he Arabic versions 

of his narratives . The two versions theu would be separate of each other. 

For in the audience of '~irwan that listened t o Rabbi Wat han there were 

sCllle who used Hebrew and others who used .u-abic. ?hus the narrative 

reached us through the medium of two languages. Ginsberg is of the 

opinion, however , that the language in which ~abbi ratilan wrote is still 

open, but perhaps , sor.i.e fut ure excavat or or research scholar will r e-

veal the answer to this question. 
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CRIT I CI3.. ON TEXT 

(12) 
Abrahan. Epste in, in an article in ''Barkavey Festschrift " 

believes that the fi r st paragraph of our text in 
(13) 

.n ':Jll/I 'i7 77lJ 

·.vas printed with the story of Nathan Hababll in a book J'Onr! Y\lhasin) 

b y Rab Sbllluel Jhul&m. F.e says that one part of this first paragraph 

is found alao 1n the COlllplete J'On?• ( Oi;,:/117 J'()fl!' ) YUhasin Ha-

shal Ofu , which proves that a part of this first par agraph of the story 

of Nathan Eaba bli was added by <:lblnuel Shulam. 

In 
I (14) 

·o '?'.V17 ron1•. we have the following statement: "In the in-

t r oduction to the Talmud by Saruuel Hanagid we fi nd the quali ties b y 

which they considered the School of lura superior to the School of 

?un.bed1ta. At fi rst they did not ap;>oint a head of t he 4Cademy tram 

?UlUbedita up to th is day . " J, ore than thi s we do not find in Yuhasin 

Hashalou. . Y~rthermore , the story of Natha n Hababl1 is not found there. 

EO\?ever, in the Yuhasio, with the additions of '3bmuel Shulai.u there ap-

cear.s first of all the letter of Sherira Gaon and inW.tedit.tely after lt 

th~re a ppears a selection, which is not fo und in Yubasin Rashalan , in 

the following phraseology: "The generat ions of the world briefly f ran 

~d8.IU to ~avid beu Za'C-tai, who iuade a controversy wi th 3aa.dla Gaon etc." 

f ol lowed by the whole of the f irst paragraph of our text concluding 
' (15) 

with the words: 1)'/'11 D f•,7 V until this day . All of this is not 

found in Yuhasln Hashal Clll · l.ilJ!uediately therea~er, however, following 
(16 ) (17) 

the first ~aragraph of our text up to the end of the s election , 

this s election 1s found in Yllbasin Hashal ara. The story of Nathan Ha­

babli is not found in Yub.asin Hashalon .• 

Ill 
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3pstein s a ys that the n.anuscript f rOlll which ..Jblnuel Shulalli took the 

select ions~ tne let ter of Sher i ra, tne J7 71;, /JJ and the story of Na-

than Hababll , is now found ln his posses sion. In this manuscript , the 

letter of Sher i r a Gaon, is found froo pages 159b to 18la, and 1.mnediate-

ly a fte r that on page 18lb, comes the select ion with which we are now 

dealing. 
, 

The two first paragnphs of our text. tbe f irst begining with ;1 ?K 

J7 1~ ;;!{/ 17 and the second with/]7~/ J.111 17 >~1 do not cowe frow. one source, 

for if one author had written thelll, says Epstein , he would have begun 

the second paragraph with: 17170 JL1•;;;• 17.r/;iy.nJ 7y1,and_ not 

wi th the words J11':i;'tH1 1~X1· Therefore, ~stein cowes to the conclu­

sion that the second paragraph of t he J) 7~ )'' 1J refe rring to the Schoo l 

of '1ura, can.e f'r(Jlll t he introduction of' the Talmud by Sa.nuel Hanagid, fo r 

in the name of Sanuel Hana.gid does Abra.ham Zucut, the author of Yuhas in 
I 

Hash&lOlU, quote these J71'?/!J • Now since the story of' Nathan P.ababll 
(18) 

comes immedi ately after the second paragraph of our text and ls at -

tached to the form.el" by the words: 71J/f 1:;'/(1 therefore it ls poss i ble 

that this • tory of Nathan Hababli also coi:ues frOUJ the introduction of' 

Shll;uel Banagid . 

I n any event there is a great difference between the secti~n dealing 

with the J77~ )/J::J of Sur a , and the st or y of' Nathan Hababli. The section 

dealing with the ,r71l;J)1'1 of t he School of '!ura was undoubtedly written 

in Sura or was based on a sour ce caning frOLU 3u r a . P.owever , the story o f 

Nat han Hababli was not writ ten in Babylonia, as our text sug.-ests, but in 

same other land by Rabb i Nathan who ca.i..e to that land am told wh~t he had 

seen and heard in Sura . 

I 
I 

II 
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The author of the J71> /1,!7 of Sur a praises the School of Sura and 

st resses its super iority over the School of P-..ar..bedita, just as Rabb i 

Sherir a Gaon praises and eniohasizes the superiority of the School of 

Pumbedita. This section (meaning the J77~)1).7Sura) contai ns many errors, 

as fo r instance: ~e are told that ~ab Joseph was at the head of the 

3chool of Sura afte r i.ar bar Rab Ashi , whereas in reality Rab Joseph 

was in ?ulll.bedita and was at the head of the School after ~ab 11mai, the 

son of Rabba . '3urely this JUistake wa s not made b:; the a uthor but by 

sOille ot her person who copied t he manuscript at a later pe r iod and who 

did not know the or der of the generations , for we have seen above that 

Rab &amu•l Hanagid also wr ote that Rab Joseph was in Surtt, and 'lab &b-

ra.ham Ibn Da~d writes likewise. In general there a re many errors that 

have crept into the wo rks of the a~thors who used the sources concerning 

the School of Sura, probabl y for the reason that these sour ces were not 

pr operly arranged. 

~he story of Nath<i!l Hababli contains imnortant facts concerning the 

i.ianager.ent of the Schools , the s~udies or the pupils and tne controversy 

of Saadia Gaon with the Exilarch and his other opponents. It is true , 

says Epstein , that there a re in the text of the stor y nany errors, and 

that the names of many Geoni~ have been confused, and that there are many 

mistakes in chronology. lt is possible that he who wrote from the infor-

l!.8.t ion gi ·:en by Rab Nathan did not understand what was told to him, but 

on the other band, it is also possible that those who gave t he infon:ation 

to Rab Nathan in Babylonia misinfoni..ed hil11 . ,..nother possibility is that 

Rab rathan did not conve~ co rrectly what he had heard arxi seen in Baby-

lonia. ·ve cannot, of course, give credence to the at cry of ~\&than in in-

• 
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stances whe r e he disagrees with t he Letter of ' herira Gaon. In any 

event , the story of ?-'.atba.n i s important and significan~ in reglird to 

tne 1chools 1o ~abylon1a and the cont r oversy of 3aadia, ~or many of 

tne incidents t old io it ar e based ~n hi st or ic occurrences . ~hen 

again '!lab r~atba.n relates them i n an unbiased manner, and scaue of the 

tni::lgs he re l ates , he knew by being an eye witness to t hem: /.!l .l 1"17fJX 7iJ',O 
( 19) I 

''1../1 ''JJ,J [;,n~' lJ/i1:J11. Also Tf7 "?'.;; U.J .n,1 ax1·.:: f .flJ' ) 71.Jl l 
(20) 

" ' NI . ' Ji ..))' /:l "'le have t her ef ore, conclusive 

proof that Rabbi Nathan was i n Sabyl onia during the life of Saad1a, 

because David ben Zakkai died durinc the 11fet ilue of Saadia Gao~ . 

1abbi r at han tells t hat Caleb (Aar on) ben Joseph becaL.e head i n Pun.-

bedita a f ter Zewach Ko.fnai and tells no wore of any ot her Gaon. Xow 

Caleb ben Joseph was head,accord1ng to Sherira Gaon,between 943 and 

960 , there fore since Natba.n does not mention Sher1ra Gaon, who sue-

ceeded ~aleb ben Joseph , it is evident that Nathan le~ Babylon before 

960 . 

7he conclusion. says 3t>ste1n, is t hat the st ory of ~abb i Nathan , 

who c l a!Jus to have been an eye witness t o whdt he saw and heard, i;,.ust 

be g iven credence , and we ~ust t r y t o &..and t he text wherever errors 

nave crept in. 
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THZ ECONa.'.lC SITU~ I ON 

"'le have r ead that the most important thriving Jewish to'Rtls i n Baby­

lonia were t hose situated nea.r the Euphrates: Pumbedita, Sura (also 

called r .. ata-+.:eoh.assia ) and Nahardea . But Jews did not confine theuselves 

to large cities i r. those days an~ore than they do t oday. They lived 

then, as t hey do now, in the villages and in the h.anJ.ets . TheJ comprised 

part of the fa rn.l ng population a s they did of the IDerchantile class . The 

,Tews who worked on the farILs , however, were not usually the owners of t he 

lands t hey tilled . These lands , as a rule, belonged t o wealthy land own­

ers. The Jews l eased them and paid exhorbit ant rates. Although the t ax­

gather ers were ruthless and insistant in their demands , wa.ny Jews loved 

to work on the l and and pr eferred it t o co:niiaerce. But th•y "W•r• tiot 

enti r ely cut off f row the c it y, as each week the 1~i.er would t ake his 

pr oduce t o the n.arket where ~erchandlze of ever y description was sold. 

Each ki nd of merchant had a part icular area in the &arket for his wares 

where inspectors watched and regulated the weights and measures and set­

tled any disput es t hat arose. 

There were othe r Jews, however, who, whether thr ough ciroUDi.st ances 

or preference1 11ved in the large cities . The cit y br ought with it op­

portuni ties that could not be found in the count r y. Jews labored as ship­

builders and woodcutt ers; they we re to be found among the baker s and br ew­

ers , the dyers and weavers , tailors , tanners , f i shennen, saJlo~s . even 

blacksmiths and porters. No labor was too menial for the Jew pr ovided he 

was given the opportunity t o exercise his f r eeQam. 3ut Jews , were not con­

tent to be farme r s and smal l merchants, such as street vendor s and retail 

traffickers; they were t o be found axuong the princes of colllll.ierce . They ex-
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yorted wool, flax , grain and wine , and they imported precious stones , silks , 

and iron. The wan of big business suffered less at the hand of t he govern­

~ent than today, and although those who traveled by water did not enjoy the 

ease and luxury t hat the traveler enjoys today , yet he wa s looked upon with 

great envy as he always had with hilh a r et inue of slaves and menials . 

The Jewish coz;imunal life of Babyl on was patterned on ~he whole . after 

t hat of Palestine. There was a cent r al bureau ~hich collected ~oney fo r ad­

;.. iuist r ative purposes , the san.e bureau also collecting Iuoney fo r charit able 

needs . Cn account of the ':iabbath , Fr iday was the regu1ar day ror disbur sing 

u..oney to the needy . Food, however, was given t o t hose whri can.e for i t every 

da!' • Soup kitchens were O"!)ened and no one was r efused whether he was a re­

s ident or a stranger ; whethe r Jew or non-Jew. Sver y opportuni t y was seized 

by tile "Baale 3.atim " t o ra i se ruoney .for worthy causes . I n the synagugues 

soec i al offer i ngs Y>ere nw.de and funds were raised . :>uri.ll. wa s usually the 

t ilue to c ollect u.oney for ooor br i des . .Ul this n.one;t that was collected 

w~s entrust~d to a special coimiission whaw the people trusted Uilplicitely. 

4t the head of this crum.ission was the "Gabbai'' and so hi eh -;vas he r ated 1o 

honesty and pur ity that even a priest fuight I!let.rry his daughte r without search­

ing his pedigree . 

The· synagogue provided the people wi th general education. Teachers , how­

ever , could open school s fo r private t uition s ince t uition \<: as paid fo r by the 

parent s . ~ealthy people engaged private teachers fo r their childr en ; poor 

children, whose p~rents usually depended upon the con.ruunal chest f or support, 

we r e taken care of by t he COJJill.!unity. I f a teacher could not n.ake enough to 

provide himself and his family wi th the daily necessitles-- as the teacher was 

not allowed t o over charge f or teaching the Law. the deficiency was made up 
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from the public fund. A teacher w~s obliged t o be a married man since child-

ren were often acc01Loan i ed t o scnool by their wot he r s . 

Higher education was provided by t he ocader..1es of which Sura and Pumbed-

ita were the outstonding ones . ~he heads of thes e institutions had thei r re-

gular sources of inc OU1e, not only fo r theIJS elves , but to support n..any of the 

needy students , as well 4 S the college it self . ~he Jewish c orrw:unities in 

Sab ylon were divided into distr icts a nd each Gaon h&.d his p~rticular district 

apon which he could 1.muose a tax . In additi on to th i s incCJLe the acaden.1es 

received a l a rge revenue f r OL. que stions t hat were sent to t h~L t o be answe red, 

and which can:.e n~t only f r om different parts of 3ab 3l on , but frOL all parts 

of t he world . 'luest ions \Vere a l wa,ys a.c~ cc.pa..nied with g ifts. If t he q·.ie st ions 

wer e sent to a part icul.o r school the ot her schoo~ ,\To.ilJ. not sn.&.re in the gifts: 

if , however , questions were s ent desig~ting no part ic~lar s chool , t hen the 

.O.cade11.y of Su r a would receive two- thirds of the 8.l!lount and the :.cadetJy of Pum-

bedita would r eceive the other thi rd. :his syste~ . however, was l a ter changed 

when Xohen-~edek , Gaon of ?umbedita net.anded hlld .received eq1ial share w 1th tbe 

Acadeuy of 3ura , as the number of studsnts a t his ~cader.1y great l y increased. 

::' ile u..oney t hat was received for answering quest ions was divided by the presi-
( 1) 

dent alUong the Tu.ellib er s of the collece and the students of the ~aln.ud 

In addition to these sour ces t here was another s our ce of incoo.e fo r the 

';a.on . !:e bad the ri ght to i.ppoint a judge t o decide cases in the v.:.r ious dis-

tr icts of his ,J ur isdict ion. 4lld fro1n each district the j udge took frow the 

~eople, from each one who was twent y year s old and upwara , two z~z annually; 

one zuz at Passove r and anoth~r 1u1 at ~abern::.cles . Fr oi:. eva r y butcher he 

would receive one zuz week l y . •or these services that t he Judge oe r fonLed he 
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r eceived no definite s~lary , the Gaon sending hiL1 only ~s ~uch as he wished 

to . P.e bore the tit le of ~nayan" , and was a notary of the cOllilllunity . He had 

the authority to c onfinr. marriage contracts, letters of divor ce, bills of ex-

char~e. and deeds of gi~s. ?or these v~rious fu~ctions he received, fi rstly, 

a certain contrib1ition frClll ever y independent member of the ccnw.unity; second-

ly, f ees for draviing up deeds; attd t hirdl;,·, a wee~l:r salary i'r on. the vendors 

of 1...ee.t . 

,Tudges were not · llowed to decide cases theruselves. ':'hey selected t\VO 

1.il.1Jo r ta.ot "Baal d 3at1m ·• f r oi.i. the c003Lunity who sat in JudgeILent with h im. 

:' hese iuen received no reu.unerat ion for their services. 

Gi nsberg tells us that r athan P.ababli states th.at the Gaon received a 

fixed salary for his p~rsonal use . and 1ab .urir l:illi. al so tells us in his ~intro-

duction to his ' Seder"' that one lus.J.f , or acc ord ing to another read ing, one 
(2 ) 

fo~rth of a l l donatio ns s ent to the ~caden.y fell to the share of the Gaon 

1abbi •ehen.iah , in a letter addressed to the cou-aunities hegs them to send 
(3 ) 

~oney for h.iluself and the ~caderuy :bus we have three witnesses , indepen-

dent of each other, testifying to the relc.t i vely l a. r ge reveo·ies of the Geonilri . 

':'he SaJLe ;\a.than t e lls us that 3abylonia and it s adjacent countries were divill-

ed into pc. rishes , a piirt of theJ;J divided \.Ulder the ,jurisdicti on of the ~11-

arch , ( read b elow) a second mrt of t hen, 11nder the ,jur isdiction of the }8.on 

of · u ra and a third part under the jurisdicti on of the ~uon of ?>.llllbedita . 

'8.ch of thes e head s h.1d the right ( a s J h::r1e u.ent i oned ~l~ov~) of appointing 

j udges sod other cOllJJ.ilunal officers , and i n acknowledgen.ent of thei r sove reign 

right s a fixed annual r evenue wa s exa cted and e elivered i nto the coff ers of 
(4 & 5) 

each 

As the head of the Jewish cOUlIUunity in Babylon was t he °19sh Galuta (Exil-
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a rch) (See the chapter on t he Exila rch) . 

The Persian court depended uuon hi~ t o colle ct the taxes ths.t were levied 

upon the Jewish cClllll!Unity. ~he Exilarch maintained an al.1'.ost regal e st ablish-

~.ent. J ike the Geonill. , he derived hi s i ncCllJe fr011t stated d i st r icts . In ad-

dit1 on t o the r~gular taxes for the IU! i ntenance of tne head of the Jewish com-

r.unit y, he could impose a sneci::l tax if he f ound it necessary. He had the 

r i ght of sendin~ out j udp.es which br ou(;ht i n an annual r evenue , an~ like the 

tlist ri.;ts or t he Geon i.n. each nerson froru t wenty y0 ars old and upwam had to 

subscr ifle t wo zuz annual ly : a zuz at 'assover and a zus 4t Tabe rn&oles . But. 

he took nothing f r Oh• the poor as t he rich assUll<ed t heir obligation . ~he but -

c hars a lso gave hilll a quarter of a gold piece annu:~lly. 0 r0lll all sources 

ne received in one place alone, called P.alUL. , s even hundred gold pieces in hb.rd 

t 1.sr.es. How ~uch aid t hen would he get in days of pr osnerity? And if he de-

sir ed he could send to distant places t o honor h iru and t o ac~ept his jur lsdic-

ti on and t hey could not re fuse t o honor hiL. with gifts. en one occasi on, 

David ben Zalcks.1 sent his son t o Persia and the J ewish coI.uU1unity r ef used to 

honor bin. with t he usuul gifts . J avid ben Zakkai sent a warrant of exc01U-

u.un1cat1on t o t he c0W1uunity , and notified t Le vl ng of par s i& t o whom DaT1d btn 

.!akkal was rasponsibl<i for the collecting Of taxea : 'l'he killg i tn}JOSeci ~ hll&VJ 

fina on thd Jawiah peopl~ .:it the reyuest of t hd .;x1lorch. 

SQllle of the ~ilarchs were ava r ic i ous and not only i~posed heav~ taxes 

upon the neople to maintai c their establisbh.ects , but also tried to jnorease 

their incor;.e by quest ionable ~eans . The g reat controversy between the ~il­
( 6) 

arch , David ben ~akka1 and ~ab ~aadia, 1aon of 5ura, sh~ws us t o what lengths 

s01ue of the Exilarchs went to increase their 1ncanes . ~ab Saadia refused to 

r 
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sign a. writ that the 11esh Ga l uta sent for his appr ovo.1 because t he ~esh 

Gal uta was to receive ten pe rcent of the amount involved if he gave a 

favorable decision to one party in the suit. This condition did not gen­

erally nreva il , how .. ver , as n;ost of t he ~ilc.rchs were l!Jen of ver y high 

~oral character . 
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A CRIT !Cl~ ON N.\TlRa b.lm HI S SOlfS 

I In }J,eg1llat Nathan Hababli, the naiues of Natira•s fau.d.ly a r e wen-

t ioned onl~ tw1oe 1 

1 . In the story reg::;.rdiog the controvers~ ~etween the Resh Galuta, 

Ukba. a.nd &..b Xoben- Zedek, t.he Gaon of puu._beditc.. , Rab Nathan says the fol-

lowing: ''Rab Kohen- Zedek had c.s his sup•>Ort ~ rs .Toseph ben P inch.as and his 

son-in-law 'Nat1r a and several other important n.en of his generation with the 

r esult th.at they suooeeded in expelling 'Jkba fr()ll. Babylon. • .And since he 

(Ukba) returned, the J;Jatter was disagreeable to He.tira, to .Toseph ben Pin-

ch.as, and t o the other L..el4ber s of the group, \Vith the r esult t bat they at-

tei...pted to influence the king against bin., u.ut il the king f ina ll:,i comr..and­
( 1) 

ed th.at ~ba leave the kingd.01u, a.nd expelled niJII a second t inle • " 

2 . In the iuatter of the controversy between Saadia &aon &.nd Dav id ban 

Zakk.a.i , r athan liababli tells us as fo llows: "And a short period of tin.e el-

apsed. • . and ne did not prevail bec~use ~.ab Sa.&dia Gaon had the support of 
( 2) 

the sons of Natira and all the r ich ~en or 38bylonia" . 

Pr01- the l:lbove we see that the faJ.uil ~· :.atira is mentioned only twice as 

far as we know . ~braham E. Harkavy sa~s, however . th.d.t in one of the responsa 

of Saadia Gaon tnere is lllentioned the oalJ.e of a certti.in ~ called 

ltl)(J 1:l which Rarkavy first thougilt wti.s perh...ps the n&l48 of one or Nat ira•s 
(3) 

sons and t hat l 'V.J wa.s pr oba.bly t.he u abic £on;:. of the .a.ra!!lb ic :--i.tt~ . 

Now, however, Harkavy believes that this specul&tion is without foundation 

einoe we know that ?'at1ra only had two cillldren: Sahal l:Uld Isaac, and no-

thing is 111ent ioned of a son by the nalll.e of 7 ! J 17 ;i. 

Up to this t 1.Iue we did not lmow who Nati ra and his sons were or even 
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what we re the OBihes of Ratira•s sons . reithe r did we know why they were so 

important 1n Bagdad, the capital of the Caliph.lite, that they could influence 

matters in favor of the two Geonin1, Rab Kohen-~edek of P\Jlllbedita, and Rab 

Saadia Gaon of Sura, in their oont r over sies with the two Resh Gal~tas. Ba::-

kavy saye,therefore, that he was very hhppy \Vhen he reQeived some folios 

f r om the Genha of 3gypt 81110ng which were two parchl:r~nt leaves containing a 

part of the story in the arable concerning Natira and bis sons , It seellls that 

the narr~tor was a cont.au.porary of the latter (1;atira) and wrote during the 

G&onate of Saadia Gaon (92b- 93l ) . It is unfortunate , however, continues 

Harlcavy, that the begining of the sto r y is missing since this omi ssion, he 
(4) 

sa ys , renders ~any of the deta il uni ntelligible. 

II. Now follows the 4rabic doctilllent. 

III. A resume of this docuu.ent in Hebrew. 

IV. Harkavy says that he did not have enough t lll1e to look into the his-

tories written by the Arabs in order to verify whether anything is mentioned 

in t hen. reglirding the story of r.at Ira and the Caliph •1-Motah~id. P.e sue-

oeecied, however, in obtaining the following infol'1lk1tion :-

.l. ln a book of his oontemnorary .d.1-}, a.sudi ent. itlea ..1.11"1?1 )J) JJ 
(5) 

which was pr inted in a. ?ranch t r ans"L..tion we find a story conce rning a 

nightmare which Al-ilots.hdid hnd . Following ls the uccount: -

"ln t b&t year 283 of the Hagira (896 C. E. ) there appeared before 

al-JJo~ahdid 1n his palace a 1J;QD in various fom.s . Once he appeared be-

fore him in the fon:u of a priest witb a long whit.e beard dressed in priest-

ly garil.ent s ; then o.ga.in he appeared to him in the fonL of a yotmg 111an with 

black hair, dressed in other ga:rruents, and still aga in in the form of an 
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~--ed business .:;an . At another tiLe he appeared. in the fo:nx. of a x:.a.n with 

an outstretched sword in bis band with which he smote one of the servants 

of the •)alipb and killed hll.. Des '9ite the :·act t hat all the doors were 

l ocked and guarded by watci11Uen , neverthels es these vis i ons were experienced 

by the ~aliph at the various places whe re he happened t o be, ll.SL>eh'o in the 

house, in the court , and even in the garr et o~ the new palace he had built . 

row the people discussed this .fu&tter verJ wuch, ye~ the accounts varied in 

accol!dance with the particular ch~racter of the narrator. Soo:.e ssii that the 

rebelling a::igel spoke to the r:~llph and annoyed hilu . ..c~ording to the opioian 

of others, however , it was one of the ev 11 spirits who had seen the wic':ed 

7>a:;s of the ~alipb and .:anted t o set t~ll::. aright; sti ll others said that the 

whole plot was planned and executed by one of the serv~ts of the Caliph who 

was in love with one of the n.aidens of h i s hI..ren., and by 1"eans of witch-

craft be succeeded in chs..nging his appear ance fron. tir.e t o tillle without being 

detect ec! ." 
(o l 

In anot he r passage of the same ~uthor he nar~te s that even before this 

Jal iph had ascended the throne, while he was yet i n nrison, havicg been im-

r-risoned by his fat nor, he saw in a vision a certain old r..an sitting on the 

banks of the r iver ~igris. "'Then this n.c..n st ret ched forth his hand, all the 

waters of the river flowed into his hand and the river t urned i nto dry land; 

when he stretched. forth his hand again, the waters flowed back into the r iver . 

1'\ov; this ol d man was All, the son of .ti.bb l Talab (the son-in-law of? ob&led) 

who implo red hh.. not to levv taxes unon hi s descendants , and he kept that 

prou:ise when he ascended the throne . 



132 

This proves that the Caliph was a nerson who saw visions which he coo-

sidered as very important , and was actually guided by theru in his dai ly oon-

duct. It is therefore, not a surprising thing th.at in the case of the Jews 

he did some ki:idly act and did away with an unfavorable decree after having 

seen some nightmare or vision, for certainly 1t is not conceivable that an 

Arabie author would r elate a story sin.ply because 1t contained certain ale-

~ents favorable to the Jews . 

B. Concern ing the matter of showing leniency in the levying of taxes, 
(7) 

we find further evidence in the history of Gustav ·veill , and concerning 

the new year of the Persians {Ner os ) which wa s postponed by the Caliph for 

el&ven days during which period he exempted the paywent of taxes . ~e can 
tel 

also add the testimony of the author, Machamad ben Gar ir Al--Tabari where 

~e find the statement of t he Caliph 's pr oclan.ati on in this matter stating 

that he did this (freeing f r ou. taxes) because be bad pity on his servants 

and wanted to tn.rrove their condition. 'le should therefore not be sur-

~rised that he ass\lll£ed a similar attitude t oward the Jews in re~ard to 

their taxes. 

c . Now we can understand why Nat ira sent clothes and presents to the 

descendants of All since the 0aliph was ver y favorably disposed toward thel.ll 

at the requeat of the s on-in-law of Mohamed . 

D. .&t...ong the names of the people mentioned io the account of the Cal iph-

ate of Al..:J.'otahdid, Harkavy found a certain officer by the nawe of Al-Belgll 

and bis son Ibn Al-Belgll, who were aruong the rebels. P.owever, Harkavy 

does not know whether they are to be identified with the .U-Bel,gU in the 

story of Natira. 
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B. The summary of all the foregoing:-

1 . That Natira became prominent in the early days of the reign 

of the Caliph Al-Motahdid and was fatuous in the days of Cali-ph Al-llOktadl.r. 

2. i'lhen Natira becane prcxninent , the Jews enjoyed A great salv~-

tion through h1.Ill, and an unfavorable decree was rescinded. 

3 . All the days of his life ~at1ra was the shield and the pr o-

tector of his brethren. Re lmew how to influence the Caliph in tbe,.r be-

half . ~e gave of his weaith to the high officials within the state in or-

der to influence th~ f or the welfare of the Jews. 

4 . As proof of his diplomacy in the matter concerning the levy-

ing of taxes, he refused to have the law abrogated lest at some future time 

the Jews would suffer in consequence thereof at the hands of the offic ial•• 

lt is , therefore, no surpr ise that ~athan Hababli in speaking of the elec­
( 9) 

tion of the Resh Galuta , says a~ follows: "rhe two heads of the Academi es 

and the man.bars of their Acaden.ies and all the heads of the cowmunities and 

the elders assemble in the house of a prooiinent man of B~bylonia, one of 

the great men of the generation, such as Natira." It was through Natira 

also that his father- in- law, Joseph ben Pinchas , becan.e pr orainent , and so 

they were able to nelp the Gaon, Rab Kohen- Zedek in his controversy with 

Ukba . 

5. "'Then i'atlra -passed away his sons inherited his proniinent post-

tion and they followed in the footst eps of their f ather. ~he elder, Sabal, 

was also learned in the Torah, in ~rabic and was one of the pupils of Saadia 

Gaon . This Sahal and his brother Isaao , aided with 3aadia in his controv-

ersy with David ban Zakkai. P.ls younger brother ( Isaac ) took part in all 
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the famous aots of his brother and participated in his good deeds , for 

both are generally called the sons of ratlra. ~hey were of equal im-

nortance in the Jewish cOlJJlliunlt y and in the court of the Caliph. "tfe do 

not know how it cair.e a bout that at a later period, Dav id ben Zakkai. the 

opponent of ~aadia Gaon, managed to become IUaste r of the situation so as 

t o be able to oust the learned and respected teached of Sura, 3aadia 

Gaon . Perhaps it was because the sons of Natlr a suddenly lost influence 

at the court of the Caliyh, and so could not plead Saadia's case. 

6. Pr ou this docUiuent we derive the irlf'ormat ion concerning the 

life of t he wealthy J ews in Babylon in t he early days of the tenth centur y. 

On the ::>ne band they used their wealth to help all needy peo•>le of their 

own faith and even those outside the faith ; and on the other band through 

their wealth and influence they served as a shield and a protection to the 

Jews in the co~rts of the Oalinbs. 

7. The account of the celebration of the Sabbath , Q!ld inviting 

strangers to feast at their tables ls beautiful l y described by an eye wit­
( }l 

ness The account indicates t o what extent the Jews observed the 

"Mitzvot" of O'fl/1/( .17 0J:J17 and 0'70P .1711;,•1.t,1. The t ypical ex-

eu.!'liflers of such no1:>le conduct were I!atira and his eons . 

II 
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S~CTIO~:J on~ AND TWO 
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Nor ES ON THE T ZV!l' 

ORDER OF '!BE ACADIMIES 

SEor l ON I • 

1. . ( :J. 'f"~/ r l;,v1 
2. • I J .l'-1 IOJff 

3 • . Apparently there was wr i tten in the arable or iginal 

which r efers to a city. therefore it was translated into Rsbr ew 

as land. 

4 . 7 117,/:J Sa~ . 

5. '..J.!>~ i7J' :J/1-:J /()/~ This nhr ase is translated from the 

.u-abio into Hebrew. 

6. Sources of tax income over which he has authority. 

7. ':Vhioh says that ~bbi Nathan l earned a li ttle as an eye wit-

neas and a little fran heresay. 

s. ~abbi r athan was not in a position to learn how ~any years 

Ukba ruled in ~abylon . 

9 . II This sign 1r.aans t hat all that ls between the two s~.bols is 

f r aa. the Arabic version. 

10 . :'he right of judges to teach and to ,judge i n Klloras&an. 

11. Kohen Zed:ek as opposed to U'ieba . 

12. The br other s Sahal and Isaac . of whoo. Sahal was Isaac ' s senior 

by t hrit een years , were ilr.portant and well known f or t heir 'i<nowledge and 

their r ighteousness . ~ahal was a st udsnt of ~aadia Ga.on ( ~efer to Parkavy 

in the Berliner I emorial 'folume, pp 34- 43) and frcm this r eference of r a-

tira and his ~~ns . it appear s that Nat ira was no l onge r a live. 
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13 . t 'Jl!Jl'j> or 17',;,'.)fJ l J' 
14. 7 .~ 7 ,/ .::i s 3agdad • 

15 . Outside of 

16. Re was the ")ersian king ''horsau I! ?arvec and in ~rabic it 

is Aba .rives. (source : ,Tewish ~uarterly Review Vol. ~II p . 757) 

17. Sh.irin or ~1rin was fan.ous for her beauty . 

16. 1eferr1ng t o the king, that is to say , t hat in his statue 

the king wa s shown astride a horse. 

19 . The ''lest means North Afr ica . Ukba settled in Yal r un ( in 

the prov ince of 'i'unis) where they received hini g r ac i ously ".ind they nre-

pared fo r hU:• a seat of b ono!" in the synagogue beside t ile •• r k , a nd after 

the:; called to the i711J7 a •t~I /11:J t he:; would b r ing the Law down to 

hm. " (n ".J ' •() n:i:;: ~7 -1'17.JtJn) 

20 . The 7anain. would l ecture be fore toe students in the 9eth Ha-

fuidr asb the laws of the 7 a.naailll and the n..a sters of the 3araitha. (Elteget. 

Tern.in . Il , 241 1•::Ji.J 'pl. 
21 . 'hich llleaDS in .u-abic . a tower; and wany pl a ces exist which 

were called by t h3t nau•e . 

22 . 0ppos l te l anguage . 

!"rOu• a city JK1111.J , a half day ' s j ourney eastward of Sag-

dad (re fer to page 67) . 

24 . The Roly N0.l!le• 

25. State llleans city. 

26 . N1ss1 Nahruani , the head of the V.alah was bl ind. 

27 . His nawe in Arabic was ? ;, ::> , and :tab Nathan used his 
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Hebrew nau:.e ..:Z ~.) • According to Sheinsc.:heinder {Arab. Lit. 34) it 

. 
should be '7/if All> • 

28 . Sa.h.al and Isaac, (Pp . 70-72 , text) . 

29 . Under the Tower. 

30. Psa lms 145- 160. 

I .. 



31. 

32. 

33 . 

35 . 

P.iver T i gris . 
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NOrES ON SECTr I ON II 

?\AT IRA AND HI S SONS 

Al- '. .. otadhid , who reigned frOD. 692-902 C.E. 

So the Arabs call 3li.1sh t he Pr ophet . 

Lev. XXVI , 44 • 

The fan.Uy of the ~aliphs. 

A sect of Arabic m:; st ics . 

In Arab ic it is called 1/ ~ n7'N and is known a s the 

36. ~l~, oktad1r. 906- 932.c . E. Before him his brother , Al-

l .. okta f i, ruled 902- 906 c . E. 

37. A quarter (section ) . So that section is called i n Bagdad. 

36 . In Ara bic it is called ';,K/17/J. 

39 . Fans a l eaf to ruake a br eeze. 

40 . The son-in-law of 71.101.1 · 

41. The f81ll1ly of 7J'JOt1 • 
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Nor BS ON THE ACADtl/1 Y OF SURA 

PARl' TWO 

CHAPrER ONE 

1 . Text p . 59 

'Vh.enever the word "Text" is used 1t does not refe r to t he .'.mglish 

translation, first part , b~t to the original Hebr ew te.xt: -

trol. i • .J. '.3)Jl 17 t1 U!111•';1.n;;,"iJtf 'l:iJo,711 ,/J1 J!JlJ17J 17:J .Jtl):lX 

2. Graet1, Vol . 11 p . 514. 

3 . Text, PP• 69- 70. 

4. Graetz, 'ITol. 11. p~ 515-16. 

5 . Jewi~h Z&CJ• Vol. 'IT . P . 570 . 

6 . ~ ext, P. 65 . 

7. ?or col•iplete infonuation r egardi ng the honors of the Gaon 

of Sura over those of ? \lLlbedita, see text ? , 59 . 

s. Ba l evy , !>or ot ba- ':Ushonin., III , P. 151 et seq. 

9 . Gitt 1n , 60 b . 

10 . CQlll.pare above , P• 35 . n.l. 

11 . Ginzber g . Geonica, ~ol . I . PP• 37- 38. 

12 . Balev y, says Ginzber g , ~ight have added ".abbi Samuel ben 

Hofni , f or he w~s the g randson of the ?\lll.obed i tan Gaon , Kohen-Zedek, and 

a ssured l y belonged to the a.cadsuy of Pumbed1ta . 

13 . For a co~plete account of this controversy in refer ence t o 

the supren4CY of ?ulllbedita ov~ r ~ura, read Ginzber g ' s Gsonica , Vol L· ~P · 

37-45. 

14. For a complete account of this cont r over sy , read text , p 62. 



15. For the COlllplete story of his call to the Gaonate of '3ura 

read text, p . 62. 

16. 3ee text p . 63 . 

17. For complete stor y of this controver sy r ead text PP• 62- 63. 

NDrES ON THE ACAD.El\. Y OF ?t:lt.BEDITA 

CBAPr ER T710 

1 . See text, PP• 59- 60 , second paragraph . 

2 . s ee text , PP • 69-70. 

3, 5ee te;itt , P· 60 . 
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NOl'ES ON THE EXIL&.llCHJCE 

IT 3 ORIGIN AND FUN er 1 ONS 

CRAP!' ER THREE 

1. Jewish Encyclopedia , Vo. ~ . p . 569. 

2 . ~eud the legend or the wasp in J ewish Enc yclopedia. Vol. III, 

Page 331, Article Bostanai. Read also the legend of the f ly in Jew. Ency . 

Vd.. Xll, p. 706 , ~rticle Mar Zutra II. 

3. Read the story of the 3xilarch, David ban Zak:kai and Saadia 

Gaon , Text , P• 63. 

4 . Graet~, ~ol 11, p . 510 . 

5. See t est, ~P· 60-63. Read also t he legend in J ew. Ency, Vol II~ 

Y• 330 , art i cle Bosta nai . 

6 . 7or co:.9l1rt.e det a ils of i nsta llation cer !!Iilony read text p. 66. 

English account ln J ewish Bnc y. Vol V, y. 292. Article Exilarch. 

7. :?or c01L.nl ete st or y read text, pp . 60-63. 

6 . See t ext, p . 62. 

9 . COI!lbentary to Zech. XII, 7. 

10 . Read ~gyptian Exilarchate 

11 . Meggilat Ebyatar : a l s o J .Q.R· Vol XV, 'P• 80 . et seq. 

Nor::s ON THE EG YPl' 1 .u: E!Xl L..i. llCF. ATE 

12 . Th is follows fron. Saadyan a XL. P. lv . 

13. Compare R. E. J . LXVJ . ? . 70 . ote 3 , 

14. Saxubari, edited by Neibauer, PP• 116 & 153 . 

' 



1. 

2 . 

3 . 

4. 

5. 

P. 77. 

6 . 

7. 

s. 

':I . 

10 . 

11 . 

NorES ON ~RE Q"qlGII' Ol" TEE GAOE~E 

CHA.Pl'~ FOUR 

Gr aetz , ~01. 111 . p. 90. 

Malter, Saad1a Gaon , Eis Li fe and ~arks , p, 99 . 

Ginsberg, Geonica, '"l'ol I, ? . 53. 

s. Poznansld . Babylonische Zeitalter, 3er l in , 1914. ? . so. 

Ed. ,Tellinek ;;: ., 7 '1 ,7 .1 •:J. • Ill 72 . .-ilso Ed . "'ertheimsr , 

Jewish Quarterly 3eview, ~01 . XVI II , p . 403 . 

Saadyana , r:o . ::XXVIII. (? .• egillat Ebyatar ). So!lac u r ,Genha fra~anta • 
Jambridg,.,1903. 
Jewish ~uarterly ~eview , Vol . XV , pp . 79- 96. 

Borns tein , l'IJJ Jl1 /6] JJ/71111 . Pp . 111- 112 , pp, 166-167 . 

Greenstone , ~. J .s , L. \rT II, ~P· 155- 159 . and J . ~.~ . I pp . 45-53. 

'Mart .• or ste1n , Z f H.B XVI, p . 91 . Z.D.M.G., UVll, PP• 635- 644. 

J.l .~ · IV , PP· 623-626. 

12. Marx , J . ~.R . I, pp 62-76 . 

13 . Poznanski. ~.E . J . XLVIII. PP• 145- 175. LI, np . 52- 56. LVII, pp 266-

2&7 . I.XVI , PP • 60- 75 . A .. T. S.L. "'l.Xll , P'D · 247- 246 . LG.l' . J . LII . PP• 110-111. 

z. F.H.B. XVI , p 126. z.n.i. .G. L.UIII . PP· 116- 126. 
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1. J.Q. B.,Vol.I. P.48,and B.~.J. ,Vol. I.XVI. P. 65 

2. In the author• s ed 1 tecl memoranda we t'ind him mantloned w1 t h th• t1 Ue 

ot : .J t>iJ' JMl J7 ::J. t Ui' • VI Ii 1 
3. If th• enawtr of th• 1t1JJg of Kbazare be authentic t hen tov:arcl l U olo•• 

the •:orcis 0','Jl1/.1il 11~'W' i s in coutras t to tbs ai.o mentioned. name of il:J.'UI' 

~::Z.::J:JU/ • il8U ~rOD 1 8 acbool la JneMDt o It would be the first proof Of ita Hat 

baviug oa an in Jerusalem. 3ut the most recent tlnclluga by s.sohechter 9 (J.Q.R., vol. 

III P. 181 ff) places a ~uastlon mark on tna authent1oally of thia letter. 

5. ~d. Neubauer, p.o9. 

6. Ct.Graetz Geschlchte Vol.5. Pp.375 ancl 538. 

Phlloxene 1uzzatto. son of Shadal.Born 1829,diecl 1854.Notlce aur .&l>ou.-

J ouaouf !iaisd.ai ibn Schprout ( ~rob. Iaraelitaa XIII, Parle la~. P.57. 

7. ,J . ((. R. Vol. XIX, P. 728. 

a. ?or further data i la about t he order ot aanor1ty,ra fer to ~. ~. J., Vol.I.XVI . 

p . 73. 

9. R. ~. J ., Vol.nY.111.P. 157 tt. Uongaida of these two c oQgregaot1ons, a third 

one, t hat of t h• Karai tee , exis ttcl. 

IO. S.S0 hecbte r. S&adyana. P.91. Note ~. 
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N~::s ON :!RIT IC I~. OR TEXT Alm SCP.OLARSHI P 

1. J.~.~ . Vol . ~I . pp. 747-767. 

2. Geonioa . ~ol . I, 9p . 22-29. 

3. Ibid. pp . 25-26 . 

4. Yer. Berakot. I. 2b. 35 and parallel passages; Babll. ibid, 

2b . end. 

5 . Yer. ~ a •an iyot . II . 56d, 44. 

6. Gittin , 43 a. 

7. Genesis ~ . Vl 8 , and parallel passages. 

6 . In the responsa of the Geoni.Iu this is not a rare expression ; 

oCIIlpare, for instance , ,/"nl 43 (whi ch is f a lsely ascribed to Rabbi Soseph 

ban Abitur, while it actuall y is from the hand of a Gaon of ~ura, as appears 

frOlli the re fe r ence to "'IL.y teacher Zadok"t the super scription 1n i . s . Luzzatto, 

J1K )t1J2)j 1'JJ hlls p r obably preserved tile truth for us) , and G.s. , '!'• 

also ~ashi, Pesabilu, 46 a (Ginzbe rg , Geonica , Vol. I p . 25, note 1. 

9. Har kavy, Saadia , 1~2. 20 and 170 , 20 . 

10 . Judges 111 , 19 , 2 kings ~II , 19 . 

11. ~ . E.J. , LV , 50 . 

12. St . Petersb~rg 1908, pp. 164-174 . 

284 ; 

13. Abrahalll Y. ' banah n ·~nw•,7 K'71l1th717 nn~~ 1. 5s , 1101. 1. 

14. p, 65 A· 

15. Abrah.alll X' hanah J7'~1' 1 :.V"17 r 7 11101117 J71790 P. 59 , Vol, I. 

16. p . 59 , text . 

17. p . 60, text . 
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16. P . 59 . text . 

19. Text, p . 60 , par . 2 . 

20 . Text , p . 66 , pa~ 1. 



NOUS ON THE ECONCll.lC SITU.AT ION 

CHAPI' E:R S E'Y EN 

1. For a detailed account of the districts and the amoun~ s col-

lected f r CJI; each district see text , page 67. 

2. C01Upare t.:arx 1Jntersuchungen zuu, Seder des Gaon Rab J,n.ram I. p 11. 

3 . J . Q. R •• Vol nx. P• 106 . 

4. Ginsberg, Geonioa, Vol , J . p. 13. 

5 . Concerning landed estates, and the revenues of the Academies, 

see J . Q. R• Vol . XI V. P• 369. and Vol. XVIII. p. 402. 

6. See text , p. 62. 
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Nor ES ON N~ Ill AND BIS SOl~1 

A CRIT ICJg., 

CRAl7r ER EI GElT 

l . Yuhaein, ,\1!isterd811l, ad 5477 , P. 906 . see also Seder Haoba-

ohomim of Neibauer, second part , PP• 78- 9 . 

2 . Yuhasin, P• 91, and Tieibauer , P• bO · 

3 . Pp . 276 and 3t>9 . 7• .177.:JfitJ a•JLJJJf1~ JnYt 

4. ,11'~12 ;J::i? Oi11 JJ< J1::Jl.J ?~o r111 x1•u1, •:i::n;-, 1,1•~1 a a1.ix 

.43-34 7 ~ 

5 . Les Prairies d ' or . Vol 8 . ~aris 1874 . PP• 161-2. 

6. l b1d , PP• 205- o. 

7. Gesh der Chaliten, p 513 and 2. 

a. Tabari , •nnalas, III , IV. 2143. 

9 . Yahasin . p . 92 •· 

10 . Fatira and Eis sons , te.xt, p . 72. 
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3 1 B LIO GR APBY 



BI BLI OGRAPHY 

( . J n 'l -n ":Jr ,7) I " .Jill KJ'IJ!JJI;j> ron1• ?3D 1. 

( ,-, ''::J? -.:z' '? 1'7") b ''J' 1Y /M1r 01~7 ronr -,90 2 . 

The above two books are the Sallie but dif ferent editions published in 

different places. t>rucker,1 Bermon A· V. 7 r tSnkfurt 0~/ft7 r0P1# 1J 3. 

17 f"SJ 7JJ up . 204- 207 . 

A 0~ J//11 r Qfi1' )~ () was pr epared by Abraham Zaklnlt. also known as 

4akoti, born in Salamanka, Spaiir, and dwelt in Tunis , a.frioa. The book i n-

eludes all t he gemrat ions frcrn ~ oshe Rabbe; nu t hr ough the author's time . 

The fi rst edition, a s we see above, was published in Constantino, 5326. 

The second edition (see above ) appeared in Crakow, 5340. A thi r d edition 

was nublished in .lnlsterdan.. The first edit i on cut the Wlthor•s material to 

shreds; the second edit ion alao el li...ioated Jiany things , and the thi r d did 

~ore dalunge (we are tol d ) than the two othe r s . now it appear s f or t he 

first time, truly and faithfully copied fran the author ' s manuscript, found 

in 0%ford . This ls the fourth &iition. London 1657 . 

ln 1925, A.B. Friemann reprinted the f ourth edition , photographical ly, 

adding thereto an intro duct i on of fift y pages cover ing the followi ng m.ater-

ial : -

l ) Lite of Za.kkot. 

2) The wor ks or Zakkot . 

3 ) A General rleview of Sefer Yuhas i n. 

4 ) 'I'he Sources of Yuhasin. 

5) The Var ious Ed itions o~ Yuhas i n. 

6) &litiona of Yuhas in. 
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7) Erata and Com:nents 

6) A Key t o the Names of the People Mentioned. 

8 a) A Key to the Names of the Cities >. entioned. 

6 b ) A Key to the Books Mentioned. 

ADDITION 

The completion of the Sixth ~ssay of 3efer Yuh.asin. 

The ohief sources are taken frClll Keiserling and ~raet 1 fo r the blo-

graphic material . 

68-77 7S ,:Z'/J 7 '~' 1:1'/U JJXfJ O'J1'17 JlfJ?T O '!J:Jfl17 7 70 4 . 

5 . J . Friedlander . The Arab lo original of the report of Rab 

Nathan Gababli {J. Q.R., XVII, 747-761 ) . 

6. I . Ginsberg, Geonica, New York, 1909 I. 22-66 • 

. ';IJ1 n11·w•1 o•J1J<.;,7 n17'?111'? .rn11;11 '/ .. 11/J/!l'Jt o ,n.ix 1. 

{172-169- 73 ·:i.~1 ,7 7.:l::J~ ~J1•,7 7 !JIJ" l 
) 

0171.lN /J;)..,.J. ' () l rJJ1 K7./1J I ·~.J lr7 117 '~/( iJt77:l/( o. 

{43-34- 7..!>' , A"OIJJ r'?1.:i ,JJ•'?1;z 7J.J';i 

Also:- Netira am Seine Sohne. 
, 

Eine angestilene Judlsche ~amllie i n 3agdad am Anfang des X Jahr-

hundert s von A. Barl<avy, in Festschrift sum 3ieb1lgste1' Geburtstag A. 

Berliner ' s He rausgetgeben von Dr . A. Frvilwann and Dr . >.: . Hildesheimer . 

Pp. 34-43. 

9. M. Steinsch~eider , Geschichtel iteratur, par. 16. 

10. H. ~alter , Sa&dia Gaon his life and wor ks. Philadelphia, 1921 . 

pp 89- 134 . 
~ ... 

11. Sche~er , Saadyana, Genha fr~ents of writings of Rab Baadya 
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Gaon and others, Cambridge 1903,Pp. 80-104. 

12. s. Poznanak.1. 
I t 

3abylon1 aohe 1Ih ndo~onaiachen zeitelter, 

3erl1n,191~ (Pp 115-114, 97-80 T.3 7/7'.:Z) 

13. History ot the Jews. R. Graetz • The Jewish PUblioation society 

of America, Philadelphia, 1894 , Vol.11. Pp. 508-552, 644. 

Vol. Ill Pp. 4,10, 89-96, 100 , 156. 177, 183-6, 193'-7, 2~, 

428-9, 627. 

14. History of the Jewish Peo11le, r.iaf x L.:Jar golia and .lhlliln<ler 

!.lol'1t. The Jewisn Puolica tlon Soc iety of America . 1927. Pp. 233-57, 264- 276. 

15. The Jawlsh .;;ncyclopedla . PUnk and ·,:&grwlls c on!I>any. ]!Jew York 

a nd London, 1903. 'fol. Ill Pp. 330-331. Art icle, BOatanal. 

Gljon. 

'/ol . x. Pp. 579-585, •rticle , 5alidla ban Joseph • 

Vo l.Xll, p.706. Article, J,!br zutra 11. 
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