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CHAPTER 1 

I H T R 0 D U C T I 0 N 

A. EAPh.N5IOU OF ARA3IC EMPI RE 

The rapid rise of the Araoic E11pire during the 7th 

and 8th centuries has been marvelled a t by many his tori~ns. 

~" . " 
Ma.ny a t hesis has been written explai ning t he causes for this 

expans ion . The notion t ha t Islam lr•s spread by the s1ord has 

been disproved . A close r examination of all factors involved 

will i ndicate that t he expa.~sion of the Arabi c Errp ire was es-

sentially due to a religious impulse accompanied by economic 

factors . ( l) 

Arabic e xpansi on had been going on t or centur ies. ( 2) 

The Moslem migration may akaa be viewed as the last great out-

ward movement due to change of climate and a gr adual dessica-

tion of the land . All Arabian tribes were in a state of flux 

a nd Islam eerved as the centrituaal force. Arnol d ' s statement 

may ne re oe re ... orded: " !'he expansion or the Arabs is raore 

ri&htly envisa~ed a s t he migrations of a vigorous and energet-

ic peopl e driven by huger and want to leave their inhospitable 

deserts and over - run the richer lands of t hei r more fortunate 

neighbors." l2~ ) 

~econdly , expansion was possi ~le because of the great 

dissatisf action within the Persian and ~yz~ntine empires. The 

decisive Battle a t Nahawen..l in 642 put an end to the Pers ian 
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Saeaanid dynas t y and all of Persia passed under uoslem domirt

ation . (3) All the Aramai c peasa nts along t he .orde r s of 

Persia J r eeted the Arab i a s lelive~ers from slavery. Arnol d , 

in the "Preaching of Is -Lam", states - "The Mus lim cr eed was 

~el comeil by t he ~ownsfolk, the indus trial claJses , and the 

a rtisans -.mose occ~_;>ation r:iade t hem i1opure accor din._! t o the 

Zoroas tr i an creed . - - - - - ( t !iey ) emb r aced with ea 6erness 

a creed that ma.de t hem at o .. ce f r ee and eq .Jal i n a br.:> therhood 

of faith ." ( 4 ) 

I n Syria the Sedani eager ly made allianc es wi th the 

MobrurJnedans and raided the borders of t~e adjacent countri es 

r egularly. Ya.ny oppres~ed vas3al ~ations - Christians , Jews -

welcomed the _oha.mmedan armies . The Jews opened t he bat es of 

ci t ies ; leauers of all opprcJsed r~ctions aided the .ohammAd-

an3 ~oth by pur se anu swo rd . (5) 

The s t arved energet i c sons of the deser t of f er ed t o 

t he soldiera , land and ~o ooty. However , there coul:i b e dis.:ov-

ered within the army, car vans of co11rner ce travell inc without 

hindr~nc~ . The Koran c.a.de it a dut y to ~rotect th~ itinerant 

me: r chant and his mer chandi3e . C:gypt wa~ neceesary for the ex-

pa nsion o!' Islam and hence i t wo.s conq1lered in 621- 6 26 . The 

~ereal of Egypt was essen t ial for t.ne r eligii>us cities of Ara -

b ia . As E~ypt ~as the gr na ry of Rome anu later of Constantin-

ople , it now b~came the 3r~na-y of Mecca and !edin • ell diJ 

( 

t.:te Caliph, Amr , .:1agno1:Se t he econorr.ic fa ·tor .1hen upon conquer-

1ng E6ypt he s aid , "Egypt i s a iilch camel and a ~reen date t ree 



a. whit~ pearl and a yellow ame t hys t, a green eMerald , an em

~roidery of many color s ." The islands of 3icily .~ i ch we re 

utilize d ::i.s base s for ::..ohammedan p ir ... tes (827.-?8) late r be

came centre s of b risk and fl our ishing trade . Foll owi ng the 

C'\pt11re of the 3~rbers on the no r thern coast of Africa , Spa.in 

e&pitul~ted i n 711. Des p ite t he v ictory of Cha rle s Martel in 

732, t he u~sl 1lnu t el ' s ect ions of France L-..nd rava.,~ed :Burgundy 

and the vauphine . (6) 

I t took a century f or t he Arabs to gain domi tion 

ove r all lands from I ndia tc Fran~e . Commencing a s starved 

s ons of the desert , they oe came the masters "of countries of 

fabulou~ real t h , of vor ld Picte colMlerce , rul ing teeming mill 

ions of rr.os t ind u s tri ot..s a g r i c ultural peasan try , s kille<i ar

t1 sans , and shre"td rnerchants . They wer e l ord of the oldes t 

t rade routes kno~n b y lund or ea . " (7) 

In t he st~dy of the ernnomi c l ife of Lhe per iod , it 

i a e ssential to n ea r in u.ir.d a f e•• fac ts rega r dinu; Islami c po

.:1 ti <'al life . Unti l 7eo the ummayad Dynasty r ul ed i.r Damascus . 

They ere t he des ce nda nts of pure Arabs and rece ived all tne1r 

income !'rom tooty r.nd taxe s durin.; thi::i p er i<1d of xpa nsion . 

fter 750 a bra ncn o!' the Ununaya.ds held ~way i n Spa i n . 

The next ""reat. dynasty was t he Abba s id (750- 1248) . 

I t .reti r e sented."'Pe rsian a r i a ocra <..:y wl.o o.i!"1ed t o del'elop ..m a u 

t ocrati c sta t e . The Aobasids hu.d f.J. r ... 1o r e reliei ou!l zea.1 than 

t he ir pr edece sor s bu~ ye t t h ey f ail c t o i ntuin i n tact t heir 

extensive empire . The re l i gious fac t or s wer e over-balt:.nced ~y 
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the political - economic - and social :~c tors . ~orth Africa 

separated f r om the e~pire c 800 while ~sypt and Syria broke 

away i n 877. I n t he ensuing century the &reat Fatimid ~y

naR~Y (909 - 1171} rlled over t he whole north Adi can coas t 

fro~ Egypt to the Atlan t ic including Sicily , Sard i ni a, and 

all of 3yr la . Thus , though the spirit~al head of ~auhdad 

was acknowled_.ed in prayer and on i:,ubl ic co ins , the pol iti 

caJ and econo· .ic factors te ll a tale o: d j suni ty and opposi-

ti on. ( 9) 

The A.obu.siC!. DJna.s t y in the east 'became t1eakened in 

the 9th and 10th centuries . Fa.n:ous genera l s became independ-

ent lor ds stealing the po\fer and wealth from the eastern prov-

inc es in Per sia anJ. Transoxania. ,'Ji thin the palace the Turk-

ish 3lave- guards .. ,er e t he de fa:to :-ulers . occ-...sionally t he 
.. . .. ., 0 t 

caliph ' s power extend.a beyond his o.m \'/alls . The decline of 
.I\ 

the Ca:iphate reaul t"" I !r: the for:.ing of se ttlement , by 

~"· · tr ilie s of the SJJ'ian do&ert, occuuyi ng of t o~ms an<.I the exer -
" -

r1sing of con~lete a u t hority ov~r citie5 , distr1cts , nnd pr ov-

i nces in northern Syria and Uesopo tamia . From 932 to 1055 the 

provinces of Southern Persia a.nd Ira..k ~·1ere Rr-l it up int o num-

erous bover nroents ruled by t he Buwayhid prin ces . {10) 

A w rd may he sai d here about the ci~il izati n th~t 

developed . Is lamic civ1lizati or was t r uly e-::lectic . Both the 

conquered and the conqueror r. erged; f r om the Arabs . t he Per-

sians , the Copts , t he Jews , and the Turks - evolved t he Islam-

ic civilization . Bot h i n e conomic at.d int ellec t ual life the 
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Arabs ac commodli ted the .sel ve s t o t he civilizati on they f ound 

in existence . 
~ 

Franke l and .Noeld.ke have proven ho~• dependent 

tle Arabs of ea1ly Islam were upon Ara.ir.ai c civilizati on . I s -
"')14'.'i 

lam t:e a further aevelopment of t he latt ti r cul t ure - s hiftini 

its centre fro~ Damascus t o Baghdad. (11) 

The Caliphate accorded favorabl e treatment t o all 

peoples who had Script ures . Jews. Christians , Sabeans , and 

later Zoroastrians we re permitted to l ive and wer e prote c ted 

by Islam upon payment of a poll t a x . The J e\ s a nd other min-

or i ties were we l comed and protec ted because Isl am needed them 

t o fill t he coffers of t he state . ll2) 

.l ne Church an ... t he Synae oe;ue - or tne J ewish n.nd 

Chriotian coti.muni ties -may l. e v iewed e.s foreign bod ies which 

wer e pr otected by the conquerors . 'Ihe protected. classes -

ie. dhimmiee - .1er e never cons i der ed as on a pa.r w1 th the con-

quering cl asses . (13) Mixed ma~riages were not permitted. 
1 

Conversi on to Christlatii ty or vi ce- versa mis not allo'. ed. In 

J.:uslitn law no Christian could inheri t property from a Jew -

or vi ce- versa - nlthough Geoni c law permi tted it. The ~"Uslima 

a i med to keep ea ch s ect a s a s e parate and di s t inct un it . (14) 

Al l dhimmies were favorably treatec . They lived . of 

thei r own ch oice, i n spec ial quarters as is still the CUl.>tom 

in the eas t to- day . I n the city hospitals t he d.hi mmies were 

accorded the same treatment as the i:uslims . {15) The Jews 
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had a comple te autonomo us life - being governed by t he i r own 

reli g ious , c i vil , and connner c ial laws . They als o had re course 
{16) 

t o the .Mohammedan cour ts in all caf'es of di spute with non-.rews . 

The Exilarch wa s the official political hea d of t h e Jewish com

munity. He, together with the rich and \Tealthy, i nvariably 

acted as the iO-between t he Jews and t he Caliph' s court. 

In r e l i g i ous ~atters there was no in terference on the 

part of t h e Caliphate . The Gaonate were considered r eligious 

beads by t he government - with distinc t powers and privi leges. 

A f ull discus sion of their powers will be considered i n a later 

chapt er. Occasionally, the goverrunent would request the relig-

i ous leaders of the Jewi sh community to pray for rain when there 

was a dearth of rainfall. The Christiane would have processi ons 

le~d by b ishops, while leading the Jewish processions we r e trum

pets and shofrot. (17) In 932 the law of Islam de cr eed t hat the 

pr operty of all childless deceased belonged to t he community of 

t he respec t ive individual . Only in case the individual was a 

Mus selman did the property go t o the common trea sury . The fac t 

that a weakened , decentralized government f el t obliged to respect 

t he rights of the minority g r oups gives us an inkling of the pow

er and prestige of these gr oups. (18 ) •Through all the dangers 

and difficulties in the gr owth of t his loose empire - the Jews 

managed t o maintain their pol iti cal status unimpaired. They were 

a s a r ule more f avored t han the Christians.• (19) 

A.s is known, the he iemony of wor la Jewry at that time 

was in t he east. The t otal estimated population of the Jews 

towards t he clos e of the Gaona.t e approximated tr.ree million. l20) 
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The greater percent of this number was f ound i n the eastern 

part of the I slamic Empire. From Benjamin or Tudela we ob

t ain t he f ollowing popul&tion figures & 

Palest ine ••• •• 1 , 210 
Asia • • • •• • • • 43• , 300 
Egypt •• •••••• 13,300 

TOTAL 448,816 

Sin ce Benjamin ' s aumber a r efer to heads of families - if it be 

multiplied by five - the figure 2,224 , 050 is obtained. Add to 

t his t he number of J ewa in North Afr ica, in Spain - we find t he 

total population of Jews in the Islamic Empire totallin& about 

2t to 2f- mil l ions . ( 21 } 

Muslim authors r arely speak about t he number of J ews 

in any parti cular area . The l aw books invariably r efer to 

Dhimmies or Chri s tia ns - but occasionally records indicate the 

s trength of t he Jewish corrmunities in th e east . In the Reaponsa 

of the ea.rly Geonim constant refe rence is made to the ol d Tal.-

mudi c centres - Sura , Pu.tnbeditha , Nehardea, Nebar Pe kod , Nareach 

and Schelachi. In t he Responsa , the lat~er i;..u~a names are 

absent . At t he sarne time t he J ewish colDJDunity of Baghdad grew. 

It was the s eat of t he Exilar ch who was in constan t touch with 

the Cali phate ; from t he year, 890 t o 1200 i t was t he seat or 

t he Pumbeditha a cademy . (22 ) j ewi sh s ettlements were particu

larly numer ous in t he Tigr i s -Euphra tes section - especially .,._ 

Lana the IJ!iari•. hOJll •~ ~. Silfl¢8 ~••• cs c 
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of the important centres ther e - in addition t o those a lready 

mentione d - wer P eroz ·Stlabur ( opp . Puaibe<litha ) ,. l~ufa , Hille , Nahrawa:i, 
fla1> i t & 

Basra . (2:>) Sherira indicat es tha t Ali was welcomed by 90 , 000 

Jews in Peroz Shabur. (24 ) :rurther eas t Jewish communities 

also existed in great numbers. .Mu.kadass i and Petachya report 

t hat there were many Jews in t he province of Khurasan . In 

~edi a there ~ere more Jews than there were Chris tians. Two 

1arge towns e~stwa.rd \fere known as El Judedeb - one near I a-

pahan and t he other eas t or KerT. Few Jews , however, liTed 

in t h e provinces o f Fars and Khuzistan . Arab i a - we know -

had more J ews t ha n Christiane. In Kq.rh, the second town or 

Hedjaz, th~ maj ority of t he ~opulation was J ewish. In Syri a 

and i n Pales tine Jews wer e found in all the large centres . 

I n Bgypt Jews ai..aI exis t ed in g r ea t numbe r s. At the time or 

t he conque s t in Alexandria 40, 000 o< 70 ,000 Jews were permit

ted to maintain r esidence there . {25) Cairo - or Fustat -

and t he Del ta t owns also had numerous Jewish co •:unun i ties . 

There was cont inuous mi gr ation of Jews f r om t he eastern to t he 

.1es t e r n l a nds , al though there was some mi grati on eastwards as 

~ell . J ews were numerous in all t he commercial centres of Up 

per Egypt. (26) During the pers ecuti ons of Al Hakim many Jews 

migr ated to Nubia, Abyssinia , and t o t he Greek islands . (27) 

One ~uet f inally include the important Jewi sh communities in 

North Africa such as Kairowan - and t he commu•ii t ies of Spa in , 
eg. 
~~~ Lucena and Cordova. 
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i i th the conquering Ummayads \tho >'ler e cha rac t er ized 

by re li~i oue in~iffe~ence t he lo t of t he Jews was very favor

ab le . The vanqui shed wem,, in t he l a s t a nal ysis , the means of 

support f or the Musl i m sta t e . Ho~ever , even i~ this f avorable 

situa t i on , the J ews wer e always expos ed to the unj us t exactions 

of rapacious t axzathere r s. ( 28 } At the end of the fi r s t cen t u

ry - during t he reign of Omar II (717- 720 ) - one hears of det

i na te disab i l i t i e s for dhimmi es. (29) Oma.r ' s poli cy d i d no t 

have a ny permanen t effect until~the ~bbaeids came to power. 

It wa s dur i ng the second cent.ir y t hat the Musli m 

spir it hardened. As the r eligious Abba s ids grew i n power, as 

the s t a t e became str onger, c onditions gr ew worse . About 800 

we come acros s t he Omar Pac t - a p a c& creui t ed t o Omarito giTe 

i t gr ea t er s i gni fi cance . I t s general pr ovi s i ons we r e as fol-

l ows a (a) 

( b ) 

( c ) 

(d ) 

( e) 

marriage of J ew with Musl i m puni shabl e by death 

r e s t ri ct ione in synabogue bui lding 

spec i a l dr es s requ ired 

r es tric t ed s t ay in Hedja% - onl y 3 days ; s tay 
in Me c ca enti rely prohibited 

payment of poll t ax permitted tra vel throughout 
the empi r e 

(!} no a ppointment of J ews t o h i gh off ice 

It i s an es tabl ished fac t tha t t he pac t of Omar ne ver existed 

i n t h e firs t centur y . In the second cen tury , s ome of i ts pr o

visions wer e i n existence. By 821 i t existed i n i t s pr esent 

t r adi t i onal form with mi nor var i ati ons . (30) I t is est ab lished 
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that the r estricti ons credited to Omar belong to Mutawalckil 

(847 - 61) . These regulations w~re not made a permanent pol

icy but were put into practice spasmodically. The constant 

r enewal of the tr~aty in licates that it was not rigorously 

kept. (31) lPor further information on Covenant of Omar see 

notes. (32) 

It was in the second century that laws of dress were 

made s tringent for the dbimmiee . The aim of this legislation 

nas not t o degrade them but rather to indicate that they were 

not members of the universal Muslim faith . In the 8th eentury 

Jews wore tall hats whi ch we r e described as ' mile-atones ' or 

'pitchers•. The use o! special color was merely a local t ra-

diti on. (33) In Egypt and Syria - in t he month of Shaban -

?00 Jews were co~pelled to wear yellow turbans , the Christ iana 
I 

blue, and the Samaritans red . In 73• Baghdad copied Egypt in 

making dhimmiea wear bl ue and yellow. In 755 Jewess es were 

ordered to wear yel:ow wrappers in Rgypt. The special l eg is-

l ation r egarding dress was never repealed but wao inval!iably 

disregarded unt il some zealous or fanatical r uler put t hem into 

practice again , ie . Al nakim. (34) (For furt~er variation 

r egarding restrictions in dress see note #35) 

Under the Fatiroids general tolerance was granted to 

Jews , Christiane, and all non-believers. Recent converts could 

rise to t h e highest offices . (~6 ) Kann's study of the l o t ot 

the Jews is worth notingi "All the fragments indicate t hat the 
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Jews under Fatimid r ule had a golden era - except for a short 

period of Al Hakim' s pers ecution . The breath of tolerance 

t hat swep t over t he land ins t i lled civi c duty and activi ty 

into t he people of the tr i b ute. Bo t h Chri s tians and Jews par

ticipated in s~ate ser vice ." (37 ) 

Accorcting t o law. no occupati on or profession was 

closed to the Jews . They wem f ound in all aspects of economi c 

endeavor - J ust as in the Rornan or the Part hian Per sian Empires 

to whi ch the Uus lims fell he i r. (38} The upper classes engaged 
. 

as entr epr eneurs i n agr$culture and i ndustry; t hey were bank-

ers, financier s , merchan ts, and Ph¥sicians . Many J ews were al-

s o engaged in state and punl ic service . Some even attained the 

highest posts despite the compla!nt s of t he fanat ic Muslims . 

Under s uch favorab le condi tions, :uany Jews amassed considerable 

w~alth . Amon3 the lower c lasses, the J ews were engag ed in the 

same occupa tions as were the lower cla sses of t he general pap u-

lace. They were engaged i n f a rming , in a l l the cra f ts and petty 

trades, and as shopkeepers. 

This paper will presen t some de tailed studies r egard-

ing the economi c life 1~ i t s various a spects . In ewnmary o! the 

civll-econo~ic condi t ions, it may be said t hat non-believers 

were g i ven an opportunity of pr osperin& and creatin~ - upon pay

men t of taxes - a lthough always be i ng exposed to special l tais-

l at ion . Living on euffrance , t hey were expose~ t o the caprice 

ot rulers and the exac t i ons of tax gt£ the r .ars . As the s tate grew 



(12) 

weaker , t he amounts of extorti on and the mob vi olence or sol

di er s and Bedawi incr eased. Even the educated Muslim advoca 

ted stri ngen t proscr iptions aga ins t non- beli eve rs . I n those 

later years , t he inha~ itan ts or I slam were def i ni tely diviJed 

in twoa Musl i ms a nd non-Muslims . (39 ) That later stage brines 

us to a close of t he Ga onate - the time when t he hegemony ot 

t he east was bei n& transferred t o the west. 
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CH.APT .~rt :tI 

A (; R I C L TUR2 & 

A. ,GRI ~JL'l'URE IN TH£ \ft J3 IC lORLD 

jince times immemorial agri c~l ture has been the 

mainst:iy of all early civilizat ions • . gri~ulture imder I e 

la.m prosper eJ throJbh a great deal of governcent supervision . 

The dOvernment realized that all its revenues depended upon 

it , ~nd maintained an extensive system of irriJation , the 

cos t of whJc!'l Vias defraye1i 'by th~ stat!! treasury . Further-

mor e , it was cons idered a r~ligious duty t o pr omote agricul-

t irP. and horticulture . ll) The lands of t he Caliphate ~ ·re 

prodper~us and o.bunda.~t in pr oduce 'because of t he extens ive 

irrigation system , th~ rotati on o~ crops an•l une of fe rtil i 

z rs , """'1 the metnods o~ c raftin& employed . ( 2) There .,., re 

apccial det>a.rtinents in char ·e of i r r igation ,•1hich appo inted 

inspectors annually to ta~e care of the goverru'lent di t es anci 

dam;;, . Loe l nikes and sluices •t re left to the care of the 

localities . ( 3) 

On the land , t nere ~ere both the l~r e ond the small 

landhol1er . .fh ile t he small lanuholler tilled his own soi l or 

employed some add1 tional hired la'bor , the large l:in lholder had 

his land tilled b y ~mall tena~t far?"'..ers ?r sla~es . The latter -
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was the Persian f eudal s ystem which was t a.ken over bodily 'by 

t he Arabs. l4) An Arab military feudalism f r equently took 

the place of the landed gentr y . l5) The great landowners 

who b ecwue the offi cial fi scal and polit ical ad.c.inietratora 

pauperized t he tenant f armers and the small landowner s in their 

d istricts . As the centr~l iOVernment declined , Arab off icial s 

re ceived land irants i n r~turn for collect1ni taxes . The tax 

f a rmers in time became the overlorcs of t he entire distri c t 

driving out many small land.holders through heavy taxation . Sol-

diers . t oo . 1ere i i ven land revenues - and at times were given 

land outri&ht. Gradually the distinction be tween Givini t he 

r evenue of the land a nd iiving of the land irant was obli ter a

ted. t 6) I n summary , t he Arabi c world a dopted the e cono .ic 

order of a previous day and e cour&Ged it s o as to r eceive great

er revenues for the trea sury of the Caliphate . 

The agricultural products of the Arabic world in Gaon-

ic times l?) ~.ay be divided into the f ollowing cate~oriesi 

l. "rains 
2. southern fruits 
3 . vegetables and condiment s 
• · fibres 
5. dyes , oils , and perfumes 
6. grazing industr y and dairy pr oducts 
7. drUiS 
e. minerals 

j 

I 

Since the Arabic world was so large , it ,a~ aeemed 

advisable to indicate the definite reiions of each of the above 

mentioned categories. Furthermore , in view of t he fa ~ t t ha t the 

majority ot the J ews lived in the east, special attention will 

' 
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be given to the products of the pro 11nce~ of Pereia <.md •&by-

1 on . 

Grains l The southern resi on of the Tieris and Eu

phrates valley did •O t produce rnu~h grain - .7i th the exception 

ot' ri ce {a nev:- pJant devel()ped by the Arabs) which was g r own 

in ~r~at quant!ties in the awam' area of Irak. The granary of 

tte ~astern kingdom was located in the prov:nce of J~zira.h and 

in the upper provi nces of the Eastern Caliphat e . The fines t 

u.rlPy and .1heat vr~re c rown thef"e amt \7f"re er.parted to many 

lands . In tne south- 11estern province~ of ~:iroan and Par6 -

~rains and cereals , such as aheat , durra (millet) , bar:ey and 

rice .. ·.e.re raised in c:reat acunuar1ce . 3o::ie !'i ce •as also raised 

in Y.huraswi . 

The other urunary of the .• ·a~ic .1orla was ..!t;ypt where 

wheat . barley , ~orn unu dur rc. were r a i sed . In the ?a.::ryu:m. ri ce 

cul t ur e was prevalent . Palestine is also r eco rded as having 

r1cf culture . A ..... ost u.11 count'ries :rodui.:ed t1heat for tl:ei r own 

conawoptior •• 

iforticul ttJre - .le u t hern Fruits : ih1-e to the industry 

and scientific ir.terest of the Arabs in horticulture , 'iP!i i te 

advance~ "..ere :r .. ade and t'lany new and V<.1.ri tgatecl or~ha.rd fruits 

·~ere develo;:ect . Their sciP. tific irrigation and he acclin:iti -

zatior. of ~ ·ranbe ~l~nts le~d to a furtler de;elo_ ~ent of many 

new flo. era such as the ja.smine , tre C&J:!elia, the double rose , 
(6) 

and others . The orance LJ.::.y be cited as an exa:n le o'f' acclimi -

tization . It ~as cultivuted in remote antiquity in Hindustan . 
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Befor< tt.e close of the 9th cer.tury the better :ar iety ~as 

\'1ell knoml to the Arabs . It was fi r st planted in Aman i n 

912 and then t r ansferred to I rak ~nd Syria. Fr om I rak it 

naturally spread t o all t he ea.stern provjncee and from Syria 

to Palestin~ and Egypt . Masadi , who saw the orange in 943, 

note -
11
The fr 11 i t :ias lost i te ori i:;inal perf ume a nd flavor 

as also the fine color it shows in I ndi a - and this i s be-

cause of the chanee f rom the peculiar soi l a nd climate and 

w~ter of its na ti ve land." (9) 

The care and a t tenti on giv~n t o horticulture and 

~ardenj ng by the Arabs is indicated in Benjamit1 . As a lover 

of Cl•lor ~nil the bE: auty of na 1 ure he ie struck by t he resplen-

d~nt r. nd ma:;" ificent garden~ and orcha rds at Sebaste , a aalbeck 

Damas cus , 3aoylon , ~ aghdud , Susa , and Sici ly . (10 ) 

All t r.e :r-·rovinces of the ::aster n Caliphate ~ere no 

ted for their abundant and v ... lriegated crops of southern fru!t~! 

The pr oducts in breatest abunoance there were : ates , pomegran-

ates , f igs , a uts , almcnds , p istachios , melons , ~eache3 , oran

bes , mangoes , pips {seeds of orange) , g r a pes , raisins , dlld 

ci trons . In so~e provinc~s honey was raised . 

Syria was noted for i ts citrons , bananaz , oranges , 

lemons o.nd da t e palms . Id.ris i ,.,ho visited Jamascus in 1154 

said , • ,, 1 thin the city of .'.:>amaacue there are many mills on the 

streWTis an<l the wheat ground is of extremely good quality. 

Al so there are vari ous kinds of fruits Vlh ch for sweetness you 

uill not find t he l ike el~e~here • •••• • • l l2) ~ (13) 
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Palest ine was r enowned f or its oranies , l emons , grapes, ~1ne 

raisins , wines, da t es , honey, carob , apples , pineapple and 

dried figs - as is evidenced in the famous quotation of Mu

kadassi . (14 ) 

The important cr ops of s outhern fruit raised in E

gypt ~ere the vine , date , s uga r cane , me lon 1 and orange . In 

I fr1kiya , unde r the Berber Zirids who recei7ed their investi -

tur~ from Cairo regularly , t he U6r iculture of the coun t ry 

flo~~ished . Tunis and Algiers were famous for t hei r gardens 

and vineyards , fruit trees an~ honey . (15) 

Veeetables : In the vegetable domain &%•• the Arabs 

·ere responsible f or ir.trcducing and developing new species , 

eg. - aspar agus , t he kidney bean and sugar cane . Sugar cane 

was developed in Khuz1etan - near Irak. The cane spread from 

there to Kirman and alcr an in the east ern ~rov ince ; to Syrl i 6 ) 

nnd ~alest ine (17) in t11e hot Jor dan Ghaur ; to Et)Pt and Ifri

kiya. The art of sugar refining was l i kewise developed under 

the Arabs and spr ead from India l o ~orocco - and into Europe 

t hrou6h Sicily and Spain . (17a ) 

In the ~esopatamian valley itself few vegetables were 

raised . In the Persian provinces of Khura~ n . rhubarb ~nd truf-

f les 1ere exported . Alor.g the Persian Gulf all t ypes of ~ege~bles 

Here cultivated . 

Of Palestine , mention was o-de of the artichoke , the 

aspa.ra&us , the cabbage and the t r u£fle . 'ukaddasi, i n &pea.ki ng 

of the Palestinian lett uce , says - •The lett uce , also 'lh ich every-

where else ••• • ••••• l e co~n ted u common vegetable is here in 



(18) 

Pales tine a choice dish . However at Basra.. too it is held 

superior t o common vege t ables . " (18 ) 

The land which cultivated vegetables in greates t 

variety was Egypt . Ther~ were cultivated the caulifl ower , 

l ettuce , bean, pea , chick pea , onion, clover , lentil , aarli e , 

radish and turnip . 

Perhaps i t would be well to inclutie the various 

condiments and spices rai 1ed for the preparation and preser-

vation of f oods. Ma ce was raised in Persia , pepper in Arabia , 

ginger in Persia and Arabia, saffr on in Persia , cinnamon i n 

Egypt and elsewhere . (18a) 

Fibr es& The important fibres developed were cotton , 

flax (hemp stuffs) , and silk. Raw silk was developed in Irak 

and in the northern provinces of' the Eastern Caliphate . It 

was also extensively cult ivated in Sicily and in Spa in f rom 

whence it entered Eur ope . Cot t on was grown in the east - in 

Jibal and along t he Great Khabur - i n Uesop~tamia . It was par

ticularly well developed in Syria, in Palestine and in Egypt.(19 ) 

Flax was raised primarily in Egypt and Ifrikiya. The Egyptian 

flax which was raised along the Nile and its branches was next 

to wheat in importance . Egypt was the leading contributor ot 

!lax to world tra j e unt!l the 14th century . (20) A good quan

t j ty of flax was raised in the Fayyum. Ibn Said , noti cing the 

flax in this inundated r egion , wrote i 11 0 la.ke of the Abyssini-

ans , how lovely is the flax ~hen it rises upon thee with flowera 

or buds in knots , a nd its l eaves unsheathed from thee like swords . " 
(21) 
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Dyes, Oils , and P~rfumes: The olive , which waa u

ti l ized a s f ood and also for other purpose• - product i on ot 

ligh t and soap - was raised i n I ralr, Ja.si r a h a nd in Palestine . 

I n t hose countries , henc~ , we also find t he &oap industr y 68-
(22 ) 

Tel oped. E1ypt whi ch lacked the olive sough t a cheap subs t i-

tute to use for lamp oil . For thi s purpose i t cult i vated tbe 

radish , rape , l ettuce , s esame, saffron , mustard , flax , and 

hemp from wbo&e crushed s eeds was produced a cheap lamp oil. 

The remains of t he cr us hed s eed we re used as food f or cat tle. 

Soap was also made from the oil of the pr oduc t s r aised in Kop-

toe . (23) 

The Or ient be ing the land of color, pa rticula r at ten

ti on was &iven to the development of certain plants which pro-

duced dyes for silks , wools , linen , and ot her ar t icles . Some 

of the common plan ts raised f or 4yea wer e henna, saffron , in

digo , sumach, alum, ~all nut and kirmiz. Henna was raised in 

Irak and I frikiya 1 saffr on whose a olden color was used in co1-

oring manus cripts was pr oduced ir. Ispahan and Fars ; ind i&o 

came from Kinnan , Egypt, Palest i ne and Ifrikiya; alum whi ch 

was much s ought af ter by pa inters and tanners was found i n E~t 

and Asia Minor ; aall nut whi ch came f r om Asia Yinor was used 

for i nk . ~irm.iz (an insect t hat fed on the oak tree) was an 

important dye whi ch came f r om the northern provinces ot Meaopa

tam1a . It was u t ilized to dye silk , goata' hair atu!ta, and 

linen - red. 
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Pertumes were 11.anufac tured by the r ... ising of spe

c i al plante - eg . balsam and aloea. Some of the common per-

fumes were rose water , ess ence of violets , t e rragon, palm 

flower v1a ter , narcissus water. Rose water came from Ir&.k, 

Kinnan and Fara . The latter was eapec ially famed f or ita 

attar of roses . Its rose water was exported t o all parts of 

t he world . Fara was also known f or i ts pa~n water f lower and 

for its perfume s distilled f rom saffron , lily and willow f l ow

ers . The balsam came from Egypt , Palest i ne, a nd Syria . For-

ea ts of ~loes wer e common in all parts of the Orient because ., .... 
of thei r fragr 1nce . The Ori~nt. exported tl:l~ precious • .• 

amber . {24) 

Grazing Industry and Dairy Products s The great graz

ing lands in the east were in Ji 'ba.l, Jazirab , a nd the northern 

provinces of the Great ~esert, and the pr ovince of Khurasan . 

In northwest Jibal and J a zi rab excellent horses, sheep , and ox-

~n were raised . ~rom thooe regi on s also came the famo us cbeeeee. 

I n the northern provinces mules were rear e d and expor ted . In 

the eastern sect i on of Khurasan a nd the de sert , cwnele , sheep , 

horses, and mules were r aised and :Jlj]a) exported . 

Palestine also had fine pastur es where sheep were 

raised. I ts chees e was a l so exported . In Als iera catt l e and 

sheep wer e reared and butter a nd cheese were exported . 
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Drugs a One of t he i mportant types o f a~1cul.

t ure was t he c~lt1vation ot plants f or medi c inal pr~poaea. 

3 ecaus e of their exact knowledge ot medicinal plants , t he 

Arabs we r e a ble to make Ri&ni f i cant advances in meu i c i ne. 

I n Mosul a plant was cultiva ted whi ch a ided i n t n e cure or 

s cr ofula and haemorroida. ~rom Khurasan and Suj ista.n came 

ass atoetida (a parsley plant ) . Gelanga was found t hrouah-

out the Levant . ~ 
Resin ot laud~num was raised i n Cr ete and 

in Asia Minor - and was used tor salves and embalming. 

Moumiya, a mineraJ. tar, came from Persia. This drue. used 

for embalmina purposes, was carefully controlled by the ca

liphs . Gal l nut , f ound in A•ia Minor, was used const ant l y 

in medicine be cause of its astringent qualit ies . Scammony 

was cultivated in northern Syria and in Asia Minori i t al•o 

was very va luable be cause of its strong purgative character. 

Kinerals a The entire Near East , t hou ;h poor in 

miner a ls , had some mi nes which were very valuable. From Ji-

bal came salt , s ulphur , vitriol and borax. From Fars came 

i r on , qui cksilv~r, oop~er , s ulphur , napt ha. Kirman was known 

for its iron and si l ver mines - Khurasan !or i ts mi nes of 

lead , vi t r iol and arsenic, and also or turquoi s es and go l d . 

&eypt rece ive d a aood aupply of iOld f r om the 3udan . Salt 

was ob tained ~rom SuJista.n , Armenia and Palestine . Palestine 

was noted also tor its quarries of white atone , its marble 

quarries from Ba isan and for its sul phur f rom Trans j ordania. 
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B . ROLE OF THE JE1VS I N G'3N3RAL AGR I C JLTJRE 

The Gaonic Responsa iniicate beyond a d oub t tha t 

t he majority of t he Jews in the caz ly days of ~he Gaonat e 

\Vere eniaged in agr icult :.ll'e . The J ewish popul a ti on doubt 

lessly cont i nued in t he s ame occupati ons i n which t hey had 

pre vious ly enga~ed in the Persian ~mpire . Pr omo t ion of ac
ricul ture , as we nave s een, wa s vital for t he state t reasury. 

Hence the early interest of the Caliphate in irri&a t ion mus t 

haTe resul ted to the advan ta~e of the Jewish farmers who had 

the ir lands in the canal zones . I n a ll coun tries of t he Ca 

liphat e - f r om eastern Per sia t o Spain - the J ews were en

&a&ed in agri cul t ur e and horticult~re . Towa r ds the end o~ 

the 8 t h and dur ing t he f i rst half of the 9 t h centuries t he re 

was a consiJe r able decli ne in the r ole of t he J ews in agr i 

culture in Babylon , the caus es of which will b e de lineated 

later . l25 ) However , agricul t ure as a means of livel i hood 

~as not comple tely forsaken dur i ng this pe riod , in spite of 

t he fact t hat we come acr oss r equests of t he Gaonim appeal i n& 

for support f or t he academies on t !le gr ounds that scholars haa 

lost their l andei estat es . (26) 

It is evident , from their method of calendation, 

that t he Karaites in Pales tine wer e definitely engag~d in ai

r iculture. They fixed their festiv~l da t es i n ac~ordance with 

the condition of the c rops . Thus - 011ina to t !1e latene3s of' 

tne crops - the Ka.ro.ites hel d Ti shri a month later than the 



( 23) 

Rabbanites . (2?) Mann i ndica tes that i n the North African 

collll'llunities - nea.r Tlems en , Kabes, Nefusa and Kairowan -

t he Jews ctme d fields a nd vineyards. (28) 

Th e wealthy J ews were agricultural entrepr e neurs 

wh er eas the vas t maj or i ty was engaged in growing their own 

c r op s , prunin~ their otm orchards. Others f ound it advantaif

eous t o ente r ag r icul tural- industrial pursuits such as t be 

making of oi ls, wines , beer - a nd da i r yi ng. The : peoplt 

\'lorked the land thems elves producirig t he same crops a s t he 

general popul ace did. _ Still others ren ted t heir l a nd to 

J ewish and non-Jewish tenant farmers . Sever a l res ponsa in

dicate t hat the Jews utilized bot h Jewish a nd non-J ewish 

f a rm l aborers for occa sional bits of wor k . Mention i s con

s t an t l y made of J ews ente r i ng a~ricultural en t e r prises with 

non- J ewa . ~~JSICK ~ • ·~Htt-

oc6c.~m~1~1%ms<B1so~.x1>bB<.~ 

The f ol l owi ng ca ution miiht be made: the a vaila-

h i li t y of a g r ea te r number of responea in a ny pa r t icula r .......... 

fi eld does not neces sari ly i ndi cate t ha t t he J ews were more 

active t he r e t han i n another field. ~e have a t present more 

responsa concer ned with commerce and t rade tha n t hose relat

i ng t o ag r icul ture and crafts. We cannot, t h erefore , a r gue 

tha t commerce was more prevalent than was a gri cult ure. Com

me r ce , however, o e ing t he ne 1er form of economi c activity 

?r ougb t i nto quest i on a greater number of new s i t ua t i ons . tha t 
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needed adjustment . Then a ga in i t was pr imari l y the \V'el l-to 

do indi vidual or community that could affor d to send ques t ion s 

to the cen t ral courts . 1'he po ol" mas~es , i n agr icultur e and 

cr afts , continued i n t he same t ype of e conomic life as i n Tal 

mudic times and wer e invari ably satisfi ed with the decisioh of 

the local 3 et Din . 

The political heaJ of Jewr y in Babylon, the R~sh Ga

luta , owned lar~e agr i cultural estates in addition t o other 

proper ty . Benj ami n of Tudela wr i tea , "And he owns 111any inns• 

gardens a nd orchards in Babylon and ma ny otner l anded es t a t es 

from t he her itag e of ltis f orefat hers, and no man can take them 

f r om him by fo r ce . " (29) The lat t er half of t he statement i n

d i ca tes that t he Rosh Galut a was under t he d i r ect protection 

of tn e caliph frow whom, in theor y , be rece i ved hie l a nds . 

1/he t her or not the Caliph added t o t he lands of the Rosh Galuta 

is a ma t t er for f ur t 1er investigation . R. Petacnya (1170- 118?) 

i n refer ring t o t he J ewi3h pol itica l heads in Mosul - R. David 

and R. Samu~· l - said , "They are sons of two br other s and of the 

s eed of King .David •• .• .• ••• t hey ha ve f i elds an .l vineyards . " ( 30) 

The ' t hey ' may refe r t o the populace and t he princes - or to 

the 9rinces a lone . 

The renowned academies of Su~ and Pumbeditha also 

owned agricultur al estates. These estates were means of per ma

nent income in addi t i on to the i ncome received from t axes , gifts 

and contributions . R. Hai G4on (998- 1038) wrote 'and these ea&

ee of the schools ••••••• al t hough they have an income from 

their est~tes • • • " ( 31) Mann i ndicates that s cholars had 
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fields cul tivated by tenants who took a th i rd or a fo urth of 

the produce as in Tal mudic times . (32) A r espons;r of R. Sar 

Shalom (849 Sura• indicates that scholars as well as students 

"ve re enga ged in agri cul tural labor, eepeciallyfor seasonal 

vo r k - •villages in which there are Jews, and student s and 

men of learning A.Dd they pr une vineyar ds and trea d threshin& 

floors on the half holidays . 11 
( 33) Lands of t he acade lies 

wer e no t secure because of bad investments and because of ex

~ctions of tax collec tors and raids of Bedawi and ~ilitary 

troops . R. Aaron Ga.on of Pumbeditha (953 ) in a ppealing for 

funds writes , '' And ulao the estates which we owned were de

stroyed and ~ere los t i n t hese evil year s that ~ave come over 

us . Our f unda and our es ta tes have come t o an end . " (34 ) 

The wealthy in those days i nvested the i r money in 

lands , renting them to tenant farmers as numerous reeponsa 

indicate . "So rfla r.y r e sponsa deal 'Ni th landed pr operty t ha t 

the conclusion forces it~elf upon one that landed pr oper ty in 

the possession of t he Jevrs was the most usual thine . Even a. 

poor J ew , a s soon as he a cquired s ome money, inves ted i t in 

fields. 11 (35) 

¥omen also owned fielis, vineyards and houses - as 

can be noted f r oc the responsa o! R. Hai (998- 1038 Pumbeditha} 1 

"And you i nquire r egarding t he a pos ta t e woman ••.• tt . married 

a woman and she br ought t o h im fields , no~ses and vineyards 

and finally she changed her faith and her ne i re demand t hose 

estates and t he husband claims tha t e ince she is as one dead 
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he is her hei r." (36 ) 

Lands wer e g i ven to daughters as dowries - and new

ly marr ied couples i nvested their money in f i elds . A reepon

su.m of R. Saaqxa stat es, "And you enquire •••• R. mar r i ed a 
32~) 

woman and she brou&ht him a s he r marriage porti on ornaments , 

cl o thes and utensils a nd. abe assigned to hi~ a f ield its si%e 

be ing one that requi r ed two S 'a.h of seed. " (3?) Widows were 

l ef t agri cultural es tates , part of which they sometimes were 

for ced to sell - t hey claimed - for sustenance . A reeponaum 

of R. Alfas ei of North Africa {1088- 1103) states s •R . d ied 

a nd he left a widow and an or phan. The widow wished to have 

sustenance and for t hat end she was f or ced to sell one por

t ion of a vineyard t ha t belonged to her - to s . " (38) 

Naturally , not all l and inves t ment was profi table . 

From Benjamin we note t hat some J ews about Susa who were en-

gaged in agri cul t ur e , faired but poor ly . The Arab geo&raphers 

report that at al Susa~ n t he P~rs ian distri c t of Khuzistan 

lemons and sugar ~ane were gr own. They state that this dis

t r ict was also famed for its clo th and silk mar kets. 3usa, 

bei ng a t a junctur e of two princi pal rive rs connected b y ca 

nals , wae f avorably situated for commer ce (39 ). Benjamin con

trasts the wealth of the mercha nts with the poverty of t hos e 

who cul tivated the gardens and or chards . (40} 

The Be t Din of the cornmuni ty often acted as trustee 

and guardian or l ands owned by the orphans , t he poor , or by 



( 2?) 

the cormnunal institutions . A responsum of R. Natron~ Gaon 
~853) 

s tates, "A Bet Din sold a fiel1 , or vineyard , or u t ensils , or 

any a r ticle f or which t hey issued a bill of s a le t o him (the 

pur chaser ) . And later C8JI.e neighbors tha t were present there , 

and they added t~ the pur chase pr ice of the fi eld of the or

phans , or of the poor , or of the Hekde3h. If t hey s old i t 

t hr ough a nnouncement , as our sages said , the:; can' t reconsid

er . If it was done without announce~ent , since they erred i n 

the m:itter they ca change and r e cons ider. " (41) A s i mila r 

r esponswa is a ccredited to R. Nah~bon Gaon. It begins , •A 
\ C74J 

court sold a field a nd the buyer gave fif t y dinars in the pres-

ence of tne court anJ they wrote a b ill of sale etc.• (42 ) 

These responea indicate how car eful the Be t Din w~re in guar d-

ing t he landed agricul tur~l esta t es of thei r charges . 

C. ROLE v.iJ' T'{.! n Id L. HO . ' I CULT JRJ..'; Al ') VITICULTURE 

The cultivation of frui t s in orchar ds and vineyards 

being one of the importan t a~ricJltural enterprises of t he 

time , it is not surprising t o find numerous responsa indica t

ing that the J ews were a c tively engaged i n this type ~r e con

omic endeavor . In the Per sian pr ovi nces of the Caliphate and 

.rn North Africa the J ews ne re engai:;ed primari ly in vi ti cul ture . 

From a s tatement of R. t.a.tronai Ga on (Sura 853 ) , it is 

learned that in so~e communities ~ o other form of livelihood 

existed . Hence i t a pr oduce was used as ~ea e of econo~i c ~~-

ch,.,nge . "For t he r~aj ori ty of the populace have no other means 
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of i coine e..iccept t hose , i n1o; 1a els . tt ( 3) Or .not her respon sum 

reads , "Tr.ere :.a.re wnongs~ t r.em :peuple (Je,:•s) that ave no 

v i n9y r ds a.nu t hey buy fro ·1 the Gen tile s 1.nrl they fill up 

th~i r coffers . ith v ineya ·d f r i ts that t hey purchase fro~ 

t he 1entile s .
11 

( ,4) In ano ther co:nm•Jn1ty .. e !"i!'ld a Jer1 en -

~a~e<t t n ~x:ena i v~ : i g cultiva tion - - nd the ectir~ vi llage 

\"las l<nom y his n:l!!le . (45) Je 1i:>h g ... «i. nere rnre tleli in 

such :epu t e in _crs1 t iai theJ 1 _ r~ e._loye y 1on -.Je~lish 

llndomc-s . t 46 ) L Petac:ya - in vi it.ins t ne uraen of t he 

he ad of t i:e aca.de111y - <J.rvelled at it i luxurio:.1s >r ",t t h . He 

.. ote : 
11
In th~. r en there ..l r e a .!.l ki"l•ls o · r r t ... . -'he 

ha::e t he :ace of .. '°'.ll.! u.n ei g .in ~h ... i. r fol i ·e i a 

These 

( ·+? 
:l !'Oa ~ • 

01 p ge 25 , note 31 - ~ o serve. thnL st~dents were o~ten 

n .ea in pr.ni~ ri e •ar je . n o:. .. e::- re:J.tJonsun o~ • • """ r 

cih-:oJJ l",., ' er" ~o J e-rs , .. t uden t s, s.nd en o. leu.rning ,..ho e r e 
(843; 

pru"lin · v i nPyo,:r i=; an•l tr~· -ding win~ v ts on h lf ho - idays . (48) 

As in gene:!i.l 1 . ri •.:ul t.ure , '''= c,n '3ay tim!. any Je\ls 

owned 7 i neya ~s as a 1t3l enterpri ~cd ; those in tne low~r 

sc tle serve<! • te 1an t !"armers ; 3.nJ tn~ :o .. es t c! s 3 .or ked 

a· l::o.borer3. Je·1s l uo had f! •• t1.. '.:J i··( l'elatio sni_s it Gcon -

Grapes were 1·ro n in e e _palier cu;1 • "One ':I o cvma 

a ::ital~ Of Vine 01' t h r ee talks Ur. d t:.ey ha' -Ol~g Or!lllchc5 , 



, 
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they f'.l.s t en for th~n posts in the earth , and tie 011 t op of 

the posts shoots on thi s s i de an1 on tha ~ side . Gra:pe.J ..;o 

U:; fi tne st lks and creep a~ng the t; r ound . And there shoot 

tp ber•e:i t.r the3e vine - st-lKs or •>en ca.t.h t heir r'.l.r.ches whi ch 

arc on tne st-lk - a.Jl k i nd~ of veeet.uble .:>f their O\·m ac-; 

c a. Or i~ one nu o $ ( v· ric.us 3p~ ·ies o: ve e-:;abl<e" , 

,.ei o•, ,r fro· • , r o • _ ,,.,d ~ rom the br· n h -

Feo~le o· i n o~ch~=d- ~re e i ro 1 ~ o: uti lizing 

r ·:tote_ y Tho: G-eo1.im, 

r. in c ncer.e it .. re the Je:1a , !'er -

ter eneous pl_nt.; 1 :.11 s ....n e " ield -

~ O"''•en , v et.a les re 'I : the1r . ~ u.ccord as 

in i<:v.t.e<l i t 

r in n :e . .. 
umb ~rs , antl ~ 

1. 'i'he ueual rule ·m tr.at 

r r:r. c.t , bar~eu , 

ins \lere so e ci' t. •• e t.1:-ea .ovm or pl htQ~. 

In the t.:Ul t.i'.ation f ;ra.,es , it as e3sen~ial ~hat 

cer~~1n i? ro..:e.;::;es e u.ttenc'ie t.o · ir.Jr.e lia t ely or else t he ent. -

ir~ crop mighL h_ve been Btoiled . Occusio1ally soc uo·k bad 

HO tn t t.ne Je s i gl: t •1ot au.; ain ny unn t:lc:easary 1 O!'letary 

lo ses . ~ne de aile cescripti un f~rw~rded t o ff . Natronai is 

orthy o~ •oting: " nu yo~ e•qui ~ egarding your vinAya·ds 

~os~ pruni ie time and ploueh i nu t i ne reach to the month o~ 
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isa.n - nn<l ::it times the r_i H! co e u'1d :ust till Pc.ss vc.i· . 

If t 1ey u.re ot ~!ell mix<>u un are not. pr uned in time ·.hey 

e ·ome ~oi::Jt ~ni there is cons i derable los~ . 

rhen the vineyards a Me pru~ed befor e assover , ~nd tr~ r a lc3 
~o q,+ c ... ~q q w.</ 

.eter t hee (the ..Te .s) frorr. rloughing them , t 1ey e ooi..e cu t ,,. 
1 thin fi·1e do.ys . !!d r:en t hey _;lough them th~ blo ... a.,r.s o.re 

tOl'l! an 1 fal l a ~ay be.: I.I Se Of t :ie plouehing l r S trU!!".en t c.n c.l 

t1e vi~eyard is Qestroye 3cd there is onsideraole l oss . In 

c~se of &11 sue~ l J ses they h~ve ~ rabuinicul r uling _er~it-

ti "'l.; eit.her Je1·1s ,.- lien t i1 e~ t o prune o.n ploi..~h dur i ng t he 

h!:l.:!' n..i1 Li.ays • • Th ·y h :...ve legn::!.. per .r:ii::Jaio!. in or der t !i&.. t ... n 

I ... r ... ~lite sust-i ~ no rnc11ey loss . 11 (51) ~"ro'll anotr.er respon -

s uu:. of ·" . .• a. tronai jaon , o t her t y es of work conner.: ted with 
\853) -

horticul t ur e ... r e outlined - "And r .... isins t l1a t •1uv ~ no~ dried 

eutf i o1eritly - L on1: µer i t ted t o ury t nem? and to b . t he r 

figs a nJ t J ~'la.Ke t hem snr i velled and to trim an:i to graf t 

them) - for t . ey were not :rimmed bef or e Passo·1er - '! , ha t 

o! it - for if t1ey uou:d be left ~lone t i ll after Passover -

t hey .:oula sprout . " (5~) 

Ad in the case of sener a l a~ri cultJre , Je11c we re in 

partnershi ips 1ith Gent1lea . '!'he entire rt·lations!Jip • ill b e 

.1 uu3sed in ~h-~ ter VII . Gentiles were employed for di ~ing 

and runi ng and Rlso for taking care of untill ed e r ound sur 

rounding the vineyard be tneen th~ vined an tha fences . ( 53) 

For .•ta tc:1 ing vineyards , bo tn Je1vs :J.nd non- Je ·rs we r e employed. 
( 54) 

I 
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People who ..t i <1 not o.m lurge orcnarcis often h~d 

small enclosures ~1here they raised some grapes and fruit 

tree$ . A responsum cf R . S!lehna states : "He who has an e n
,c 680) 

<-losure on the side of hifo courtyard plan t ed &.s a vineyard 

or .ti th fruit t rees o r _;>art of it is sown .••••• •1 ( 55) For 

uryi ng fruits S,t;ecia.l sheds 1er e avaL.able ~here they \7ere 

s eparated and •lloweJ to ripen . Fr~its were also ripenec on 

flz:.t roofs . (56) ">Orne of the produc s r.entioned in connec-

tio;. 1i th hort i culture are gra~es , figs , pome£r anates , dri ed 

figs an rai.., ins . .lhea t , .arley , cucumbers , pu.-npkins , turn-

i ps -..i.nd ra:iisnes were ._lso SO\m or planted in gardens . 

One interesting e.~lanati on t o a Talmudic passa&e 

in~icates t hut Jews 1ere enea,ed in bee keeping . The question 

refers to the s-le of ~ young generation of ees i~ a hive . 

Ho., ct..n tue b ee keeper distinguish betv1ec.n the old an the n ew 

_::d delivtr to the b"yer that whic}, he c1>ntrac ted for? The 

answer given s ta tes : ,..1ihen young be_ s a re bo!'n t~e bi ve be 

~omes too small to harbor thero as well a s the o l d ones . The 

.roung leave the hive and swarm. To prevert thee fr m flying 

ar:ay ir: - 11 c:. ire tions , the '· eeper attrac ts them to a certain 

place by several S\veet •.. elodies on t he ket tle drum and on the 

!lutP , and thence they fly into the new hlve prepared for t hem 

near by . " (57) 

l 
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D • ROI.:; CF THZ JE1'/S IN C.-\TTLE ?.~ISING & .J"' IRYING 

In view of the br oad ~asture lands of the Caliphate , 

it roula indeed be surprising if no Jews were engaged in cat

t.J~ raising . That , however , i s not the case a s we can gather 

from a story from the responsa and ~rom the legenJary and h i s 

tor ical tale of Ei dad , the Danite . ~ldad , who travelled in 

the eas tern _L.rovinceo of ~ersia , in .Ba bylon, in North Africa , 

~nd in dpain , speaks of Jews a s having been engaged in a gri 

c~l turP and i t. cattle bre edinJ . {58) They were also quite 

natuaally engaged in dairying because of t ne religi ous prohi -

bit 1on a ;ainst the eating of dai r y products pr epared ~Y Gen-

tiles . 

In the responsa available re~arding cattle - we may 

assume t nat the Je:1s v1ere eng~.;ed in cattle gr&.zing - or that 

they had cattle to hire out . The responsa indicate t lat Jews 

o&ned oxen , sheep , hor ces , roules ~nd donkeys . These animals 

rr. igLt rave been bred for agricultura l purpo~es or f or purposes 

of transportation. One respcnsum of R. Jehudai Gaou indicates 
( 760) 

that animals were fed with barley fodder. {59) From another 

of the same Gaon we judge t hat the wool on the hea !s of sheep 

was removed by fire . (60} 

On Sabbaths and haif holidays , J ews would give their 

cattle t o non- J ews to be take n care of and pastur ed . The non

Jews often utilized these animals for labor. Gaon Nahshon ben 

Zadok wrote i " And ye inquire - a Jew who owns oxen , horses 
( 174) 
and donkeys and cannot feed them in the city, may he iive them 
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over to a non - J ewish shepherd in order to pasture t hem and 

s t ay with on Sabba ths and holidays . Perhaps that Gen tile u-

tilizes t b em f or work on t ne Sabbath • •• 11 ( 61 ) Similar 

r esponsa are rendered by R. Sheri r a anti ~ . Hai R, Sheri r a 
\ 368) dJ8 

is more explicit and says , ".md he (Gen tile) ri des upon 1 t 

and he uses it fo~ all his needs ," \62) 

Jews often e ntered into partnershi~s with Gentiles 

i n ownin~ cattle in common - sometimes in or der to be exempt 

from the payment of the t a x f or the first born of cattle ownedj 

The Gaonic injuncti on opposed this pra~ tice . (63) Dif fe rent 

coinage - according to lo cali t y - was used in redeeming the 

.first born . As a responsum indicates , "The p eople of t he east 

redee:.. t oe fi rst born by 28 coi ns and 0•1e half ~anki , but the 

pe ople of Palestine wi t h 5 shekel - and that is t he equivalent 

of s even s i lver pieces in government currency . " (65) 

Jews often hired out cattle for def i n ite pieces of 

labor - judging by the responsa of R. Hilai and R. Joseph . 
~ 73;?, ,)l' 6~5) 

This t ook place especially during the harvest an l threshing 

seasons when the ani mals were needed by p oor er non-Jewish 

farmers . "An I sraelite 'vho gave his animal to a non-Jew -

t.!e Gen tile br ought it t o the threshing floor and he is ex

e.r::pt from the commandment ' Thou shalt no t muzzle ' - for the 

c ommandment applies to t he plougher and thr esher (the J ew) 

and not upon the animal." ( 06) 

In regard to animals being used f or transportat ion -

a responswn states: "And ye i nquire - how is it to remove 
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from a donkey - a saddle or a wagon to which it is joined in 

order t ha t no harm befall it ••. •• • •• but t o take it off by 

hand one is forbiaden . But a yack s addle one i s allowed to 

remove b ecause it \Vill not fall off of its own ac cord • . •" ( 6?) 

R. Nahshon Gaon is asked an interesting questi on regarding 
(874) 

t r an spor t ation - "Arid ye ask , R. ,hired out a.n ass to s . to load 

it with two k intars and he burdened it with thirty additional 

litrin . Later, when the animal was returned it r eaai ned one 

ha l f day wi th R and died ." The Gaon decides t he case aga inst 

~ . holding h i m responsible . (68 ) 

As for dairy products , the ase of milk of Gentile s 

was perinitted in cases where there were no unclean animals 

such as swine, camels etc. As for butter, the Palestinian 

Gaona te fo r b q,de its use when churned bJ non-Jews. In east

ern lands , the use of uu t ter of Gentiles was pe rmitted . l 69) 

However , even in this cas e there were a dmoni shments by the 

Gaonate no t to do s o . (?O) dhether the Pa lestinian popula

tion had suff i eient dairymen or whether it was natural ly more 

s tringent is a question for further investigation. Regarding 

cheese , there seems to have b een a general prohibition regard

ing it . Jews engaged in dairying lived in the suburbs of 

:ar ge J ewi sh settlements. They seem t o have had Gentile help 

who del ivered the goods t o the Jewish cus tomers . The cheeses 

were wrapped separately - and on each wrapper was an insignia 

which stat ed that the cheese was made by t his individua l Jew. 



(35) 

A few responsa are available in reference to thle matter . One 

states : 
11
And ye ask - a Jew that lived in a village and the 

distance of t he village, between him and Kairowa n , ia ten mil es . 

He sent - ~ith a Gen tile - the che~se in a baske t and clotted 

cr eam on top of thl" basket . And he sent with him a sta tement 

to his cons tituent which said , ' Know that I am senu ing you with 

th~t Gentile this amount of cheese, and each and every cheese 

is sealed with a sign (or blessing ) in Hebrew writ . • 11.y one 

ea t that cneese of not?" (71) 

R. AGR I CULTUhAL- INuUSTRIAL PURSUITS 

Because of r e ligious prohibitions Jews were forced 

into agricultural-industrial pursuits such as the 11aking of 

wine and beer. It is evident that J ews were engaged in t he 

making of gr ape wine and raisin wine . One responsum i n refer-

e nce t o the i.caAing c. f g rape wine states : "I found ir. the name 

ot a Gaon that when a man prunes hio vineyard it occurs t hat 

SOffie of the se eds cleave one t o another and adhere as clus ters 

one to the other b ecause they are joined . Yet the liquid that 

issues from them isn 't a loss for the liqui d stays and is pre
(72) 

served adhering to those seeds and does not fall t b the ground .· 

Several r esponaa are available as to the ~aking of 

raisin wine . The use of wine for Sa bbath and holidays even in 

distant villages necessitated the use of a beveras e which could 

be easily made . A r csponsun1 of ii . Jiai state : 
398) 

"In reference 

to raisin wine - so did the early Geonim say - where it is with-
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ered and not dri ed up (by the sun) so t hat when they are 

pressed wi ne issues from t h em axi one make s the blessing o! 

wine ove r t hem • • • " ( 73) Or one rnay read t he earlier stat~-

en t of R. Paltoi Ga on, "Raisin wine - when the r aisi ns are 
042) 

f r esh t hey are li~e gr apes a nd in order t hat they be not dried 
strong drink~. 

up wat er is put over th~m a nd it bec omes like lla«Jl. " (74 ) Both 

in the days of R. Natronai and R. Sheri ra , questions came ~o 
\~53) ~68) 

them regarding the use of raisin wine f or Passover . A ques-

tion r e fe rred t o R . Natroua i Gaon s tat es : "And ye ask - a 

place where no wine can be f ound e ither in a near locality or 

in a d i s t an t locality an l the nights of Passover arrive • •• • 

rnay he perform t he ceremo ny over honey or a fermentation of 

figs or any other kind of ferment a tion ·1 • .... .. The answe r 

s t ates , "The rulin0 is to bring dry grapes before t he holiday 

t o soak t h em in wat er . " (75) 

The en tire i ndus t r y - from the t readi ng of gr apes 

a nd the stor ing in vats ( 76 ) t o the bottling in jars or barrels -

was done by J ewi sh hands . 7inepr es ses made of clay a nd used 

oy Gentiles 11ere not t o be used by Jews even if the glazing was 

fi rst scraped . { 77) '.Vine s were invai rabl y made in villages -

even a~ dairy products - and were a lso individually sealed. A 

r~spocsum of R. Sar Shalom states : •The wine of a Jew tha t is 
\; ~3) 

in villages and it is open, and seal ed by t he hand of a Jew i s 

permitted t o be J r unk . " {78) Tines were kep t in barrels cov-

ered wi th plaster , accor ding to one responsum: "In a place 
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where there are large bar rels they f i 11 them lvi th wine and the 

barrel is covered with plaster i n order t hat t he air shall not 

enter and spoi l the wine. But t hose barrels have a small per

forat i on and when they remove tha t perf oration 1.t is closed 

wi th a bit of f lax •••••••• " ( 79 ) 

The Geonim - by not permit t ing t he use of Genti le 

beer or s~rong drink - caused J ews to enter tha t indus try. (80) 

A descripti on of the way t h ese drinks were made i s co ntained 

in a r e s ponsum of R. Pa l t oi Gaon : "In this manner do t hey 
[, .~ ~, 

make strong Jrink. i n our places . For s t rong drink t her e are 

three t anks . On t he first day they pu t in one ( t ank) dates. 

cascutta a nd ~ater - and on the morrow t hey put "ate s and cas-

cutta i n the other tank - and t bey pla ce over them t hat water 

t ha t they put in t he firs t tank on t be first day and t hey put 

in t he first ( t ank) other tater . On t he thi r d day they place 

dates , and cascutta in the third tank and place over i t the 

water t hey pl aced on t wo ~reviou~ occasi ons i nto the third 

tank . 11 l81) 

!'he responsa fu.rtber indicat e t he.t Je\'IS ere active

ly engaged in the oil industr y - espe cially in Babylon . A re

sponsum off< . Ha i s t a.tes a " nd it is a mat ter of daily occur -
,JjbJ 

ence i n Babylon that t he Jews who own olive presses hire them 

out {to Gentiles) and our sages had no obj ection to t his pro

cedure ." {82 ) 

One of the food -making t rades was the baking of bread . 

The ~iracle performer , Aaron , who transplanted the myst i c 
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lea r ning of Babylon to Italy - was the son of a ~iller . ( 83) 

In the pr evious responsum (note 8 2) olive presses an1 baAiDi 

ovens are put in the same category , in refe:·ence to thei r be

ing hire d ou t to Gentiles . {84) ~o~ all ate J~wish bread as 

can be no ted fr o::! t he f o:10·.1ing r esponsai ''And you ask ab out 

bread - know that it is a prohibition passed by the wi se and 

it is f or bidden to mEUe light of it , for our 3ages said ... . 
' ~e who eats bread of Gentiles, he is not to re ceive t he l ash 

but tr1ey reprove him and say - don ' t becoI!le ac · ·s tomed to 

this - a nd this is rather easy f or s o .ie say - ~ this bread 

heated b ·r a J ew and b~ed by a Gentile is cons idered per misSable; 

heated by a Gentile and ba~e d by a Jew i s considered perm1ssable; 

hea ted oy a Gentile , baked by a Gentile a .. d a Je ;1 caoe and r aked 

the coa:s is cons i dered perm1ssable~(e5 ) In general, some work 

however t r ifling was required CJ the J ew i f he wa~ to ea t non

J ewi sh bread (86) In general, baking establ ishments of J ews 

were no t to ce hired to non- J ews . (87) Special responsa a.re 
(88) 

cu~rent in refererce to the special baking of un:eavened t read . 
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l. acricultural Gcience among t he .\rabs : The numerous 

ar.d va r iP.ga ted crops raised by t he Ar abs were poss ible c n l y 

b eca•·se of t he e xt ensiv e sys :em of irrigo. t i nn t.tai"'ltained by 

the- . • " tl-te n'lc !ent ~~ri cultur"l centr es of a e ypt and Dab

''lon , t~ey were t he heirs to the extens ive ar-r 1c11 l t l•r a! 1rr1-

e ation system of t~e past . \ 89) • " cou~tries t~ere wc t er w~s 

scar c e , use '!'Ills ·· !lde of wells o.nd ~res.h •:1a t e r :i:pri '1S S from 

t~e ~ u~tatns . in t he des ert a~eas o f Per sia a fine system 

of underground canals was developed which oor e excellent re

s ... lt s . On s ea coasts nhere t h ere \Vas co .. pJ.r a tively l ittle 

r ain, advantage was ta~en of t he salt water flood tide .1hich 

was carried int o the int erior , a nd of t he f r esh water spr ings 

o f adj a cent or d istant hills . {90) In North Africa , Ibn Haw

kal ~ i n the 10th century) s peaks of the extens ive a nd flour

i shing crop ... - m<.lde poss i ble o y t he system of irdga tion o f 

wa ter wheels . (91) 

The e11 ti re car."'l sys teru ira Babyl on - frolll 3aghdad 

to Ko.sit , fur t her sout h :. lsee note 89) - was aintained by 

t he publ i c t r easury . Repairing t he sl uices of t b e Tigr is and 

~uphrates wa.., deemed i;;dispe nsabl e f or the fertility of t he 

land , and t he r efore t he cos t of th is wa s entire ly defrayed by 

t he p ubli c treasury . e.: l1\ ,~h "' ec~ ion lay t he gr eat Lla -

jor i t y of importan t Jewish settlements. l 93) The cha nge in 

t h e river ' s course was due pr ima rily to t he 1ack of ma inten

a nce of t ne irtricate canal system. (94) 
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EgY1)t ' s wealth wa s based upon t he source g iving Nile . 

A description of t he Nile ' s rice is g i ven in Benjamin - and the 

me thod of agri culture prac t iced is con tained i n t he Encyclope

dia Islam arti cl e on Egypt . ( 95 ) A special depart1nent bad 

char ge of i r rigati on and appointed inspectors annual ly to main

t a i n t he gover~.ment d i kes a nd dams . Gi bbon reports that a~out 

one third of the tribute went for repairs of t he cana ls . l96 ) 

The lo ca l d i kes were l ef t t o t he oanagement of t he l ocality -

t he e A-pe ~ses be i n pa i d out by lo ~al funds . In a l i ke manner 

~ the Jews in aEri culture Jul.xs a lloted funds for the main-

tenanc e of t hejr d i kes and water . The governmen t also util-

ized t he corvee sys t em in ia i ntaining i t s l ands . 120,000 

labor ers wor ked t hr oughout the year repairing a nd impr ov ing 

t be l'7a t er wor ks . ( 97 ) Ibn Hawkal , in th e 10 th centur y , reports 

tha t out of t he 100 , 000 canals - 20 , 000 were navigabl e . Th e 

resul t wa s s r eater a nd .. ore abundan t crops , and cultivation of 

vast o t herwis e unti l led lands . ( 98 ) 

2 . Agricultural Science among the Jews : Preced i ng a 

study of t h e r-ie t hods of agricult ure in vogue , it would be ad

visah le to ob t a in a g l imps e of the layout of a field . From 

R. Hal ' s ' deed for sale of agricul t ural lands ' the following 
\ 390) 

may be noted: "And t h i s l a nd I •ell, I ••••• to hilD, its 

earth , its soil , its clay soil , its stones, and i t s holee 

around the vines a nd all furrows t he r ein, a nd al l i t s pl a nts 

and trees a nd palm shrubs anu date valms a nJ palm leaves and 
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su.all s tone palms that are i n 1 t a nd all its build ings and 

pri ckly shrubbery used for fer1cing and its partiti ons, its 

fences a nd future seed that is in it an all watering stations 

• •. • • • • • a nd its highroad . its pa t a s , lanes and passa.;ewaya 

and all earthern clay tha t is in it and all income and profits 

a ccruing-=- ;o::. . ' ' ( 99) 

From this documen t one may i nfer t hata 

a . vines and all t ypes of palms . ere grown t ogether wi t h other 
produce . 

b . c l ay soi l was very valuable for agricul tural ~roduc ti on . 
c. l a nds were well i r rigated. 

d . l a n were freque n t ly rent ed . 

The Jews, in cultivati ng their fi elds , vineyards , 

and orchar ds , naturally utilized t he sys t em of irrigation 

then in 7ogue . One reads of a Jewish offi c i al , Abu ' l Uunajja 

b ' 3ha ' ya, who was t 1e ne ad of t ne ~epartwen t of Agri culture 

under A.1 Afdal . This offici~l gained fa~e because o~ the dig

si ng of the Nil e Canal which, after many years of wo r k , was 

opened in 1112. The canal was in the ilelta reg i on and , be

cause of i : s service , t he people called it by t t e name of t he 

Jewi s h offi cial - a lthough Ai Afdal officially called it by 

his own name. llOO) 

In the deed for sale of R. Hai Gaon, the followi ng 

reference i s made to t he means of irrigati on : "I sell him 

t he se lands which belong to me •••••• in valley s o & so , Whidl 

ie by river so~ so or by th ese living spr ings a nd t heir 
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irr1eati on wa t ers • .• •• .• • and this I sell • .••• all water

ing stations and sprin~s ~nd the station where the water i s 

bro~sht up and t he sta ti on where the water - oes down •• . • (101 ) 

Several interesting resp onsa are to be found on the 

question of irriga t i on . In one case we read ~f R deciding to 

ch~nge his shaded fiel~ - ihat is - of fruit tree s - for one 

of shadeless trees - apparently tor t ne ~ rowine; of gr air. 

~ . his neighb or , whose fields are along t he same cana l obj e c ts -

"For t he 1ate1's of your field pass my fiel d and .revi ously you 

1Joul l \?C.ter them once a month an:l now you w:;.nt t o water them 

rr.ore often 71hich wil l result in my lose . " ( 102) 

In addition t o the two types o~ agricul t~re indicat

ed, t he r es ponsum adds t hat the trees g r ew a long the b~nk of 

;be canai . It would seem tha: t he gr ain growing type of agri 

cul t ure needed oore irrigation ttan t he cultiv~tioo of fruit 

t r ees . 

From a.no t rie r reeponsum we no t e that water was brought 

in !rom t ne irrigati on canal t o wate r t he lands nearby . To 

acccir.plisn t his either one walKed a long the bank cf the canal 

or wal~ed i n to the canal itself . Of t en it was difficul t to 

~ulk tnrou;h the ca na l becaus e of t he ~ verhar.ging bra~ches of 

:he ~ru it tr~es ~hich grew a long the ban~s of t te canal . The 

=~sponsw:i reads i "~ complains abou~ R say ing , 'don ' t walk 

t nrougr. a ny o t ner way except t hr oigh t he wate r and don • t tram

ple upon my fiel~ and cause dam~e to my :ru1 t ' . An~ R ar ues 

against him - 'the b ranches of your plantings extend over tl::.e 
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ca na l an<i t ney impede my walking throu~h it (the c~nal ) • 

In the same respons um we fi nd the following inter

esting remarks "And f urther more B wishes to dig each year 

t he irrigati on ca nal and to bring up its earth a nd deposi t 

i t a l on.; the banks . " ( 103 ) Fields naturally improved wi t h 

the a dd iti on of the a l l uvial soil cf the ca nals and such a 

practice must have caused c ons tant bi c kering among the f-'lrm

ers who lived along i t s banks . 

.S he ri r a : 
, .J68) 

Another interesting respons um was forwarded to R. 

"~e have ga r dens and or cha rds a nd part of which is 

filled with trees a nd part i s sha de less . Some of them can 

e watered a ny day they rrish and vome of t hem (the peopl e) 

may do it onl y on the Sabbath in accordance with an unaltera-

ble custom of ancient days . " The r e f erence made i s pr obably 

t o t he i r rigati on system as pr a c ti ced in Babylon . There, the 

fields a dj a cent to t he ca nals were irri~ated i n a ccordance 

with a fixed order . ll04) 
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G • ::>ECLINE OF TiiE JE,{$ I N AGRICtn.TURAL P URSUITS 

Agriculture was no t pr ofitable at all t imes even 

under ~uslim rul e - and hence one fi nds tne Jews , during t he 

Gaonic period, tur ning to crafts and more p&rticularly to 

comme rce . until the 9th centur y wars we r e bei ng constantly 

waged uetween the opposing forces of the Ar abic governor s . 

Un til t he reign of the Abbasids , the c ~nal system was negle c t

ed and Jews , as well a~ other s , wer e f orced to enter other 

fields . Another caus e of t he depauperization of the peasant 

c las s •.vas t he unfair tax sys t eo. The taxes were both burden

some and unfair , being based on t he ext ent of the estate rat h 

er t han upon t he a c tual pr oduce . (105) 

All t he above menti oned f actors t e nded to dr ive the 

Je,;s of :Babyl on out of agr icul t ure even whi le t hey remained 

~armers ~nd or char d cult ivators i n other l and s . A r esponsum 

of R. Moses Gaon (.::>w·a 832) statest "For here in 3abylon the 

major i ty of the peopi e have no lands . Therefor e t he later 

s ages declar ed an enactment in or der not to shut the doors be

fore creditor s • •••.. bu t in other countries t he n:ajori ty of 

t l-1e populace own landed es tates.• (106) (1 ?) This i s an in

dic&ti on that the J ews of Babylon \Ver,. the firs t to leave aa

riculture wh ile one fin ds agriculture was s t ill pr acticed by 

Jews else~bere as a mea ns o! l iveli hood ~o. may centurie s . 

The building of Baghdad in 762 nay have be en another reaaon 

for the exoduJ f rom the land . 
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As de centralization set in and as disput es between 

generals, gov ernor s , and the Ca liphate became frequent , th e 

farmer naturally Buffered. Exhorbitant fines .ere derns.nded , 

settle~ente were raided , soldier s were b illet ed and pr oduce 

was confi s cated. Raids were rrAde by the regular armies ae 

well a s by the Bedawi. Whenever persecution set in t here 

was aiways a tendency towards ot her means of live lihood. I n 

a responsum of H. Nahshon we finds "Once t he cistern of an 
,87'z) 

Israelite was full of wine and a vi olent Gentile came and 

stretched out hie hand into it for spite.• (108) 

In another sta tement of R. Hiyya ba~ Nahsbon , the 
~c 887) 

Head of the Academy , one reads , "And if Gentile r obbers came 

to the villages of J ews and t r.ey r obbed and despoiled every

t hing and t hey found jars and barrels full of wine an.i they 

drank it an d they spilled and broke (them) .... .. . There re-

mained in those barrels , some Vlhi ch weie ful l and s ome Vlhicb 

were half full .. . . . . . The question resolves itself down as to 

the a im of the rob~ers - was it murder or r obbery of all va.l-

uable s? The res_ponsura ends with the s t e:. tement a ".'le ouly 

sent you a n answer to this question t hat you asked because we 
r 

found that the Torah ie concerned with the e conomic welfare 

of AJ1 Israelitei~ (109 ) 

I n Palestine , Vie kno\1 t :.at at time s the ..:uslims 

drove Jews off t heir lands and then occasiona.lly permitted 

t hem to return as tenant farmers. (110) 
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In North Afr i can l~nds t he inhab itants were often 

f or ced to wander because of sudden r a i ds . Their l a nds often 

rem~ined withou t ownershi p f or s eve r a l - or many- year s . Some 

t i mes t he owners of the ~roperty or their heirs returned to 

cu l tivate the soil . A responsum of R. Hai Gaon states s •a 
~.J.J8, 

had land in Tlems en a nd he wa s exiled to Ashir and t he land 

remained yubli c property (wi t hout ownership)~ Years l ater 

t hey all re turned to Tlemsen and they took hold of t he prop

erty of the i r father a nd mother • • . • • • . and in addi ti on they 

had ot her pr ivate pr oper t y . " ( 110 ) 
'\. 

Under such conJ itions it would be natural for Je1'8 

t o l eave their Tillages and agr icul tural li f e t o enter ~ 

~ industry an d commerce ~ ~ 
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CHAPTER III 

CRAFTS 

A. CR.J'TS IN THE ARAB IC IORLD 

All industr y in Islam was theore t ically under the 

r ule of t he Caliphate . In a ctual , r acti ce , however , the 

cra.1' ts were divided i nto ~ui lds a nd syndica t es unde r the su

pervision of their r espective chiefs. It was the r espec tive 

chiefs of the cr a fts rather t han t he government that r eiula

ted the t r ade - rewarding t he i ndustricus and punishing t he 

f r a udulent . {l) The various iUil~e or crafts occupied spe

cial quarter s or streets which were named after t hem . l2 ) 

I t is apparen t t ha t the cra f tsmen serve d every unit 

of soci e ty . The splendor of t he nobi lity - wi t h their gor 

geous a nd i mpres sive garments shot thr ough with fine gold -

was dependent upon t he skill of t he craf tsmen . The mili tary 

group was likewise dependent for t he ir weapons upon t he skill 

of t he craf tsmen . Shields , bucklers , lances, blades . hellx:eta, 

bows and coats of mail were imple11 en ts nrade ::y the cr a ftsmen 

of t ne &ay . l 3} For t he b eaurocr acy t he crat temen manufac

tured parchme nt and paper and made sci entific instruments . 

It was , however , the masses that needed the servi ces of the 

cr aftsmen most - for thei r farm iir.plements , household utensils, 

clothes and t hei r very homes a nd bui ldings. The crafts of the 

Arabic world can be divi ded int o t he fo l loi.,ing categori es 1 

I 
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l. Textiles - including mtlki ng ot clo the and carpets and 
the extensive dyeing i ndustry ~nd t a ilorina 

2 . Ceramics & Glass Cr aft - including m king of utens ils, 
t iles, ornaments , windows & l a.ape 

3 . l.ietal & Wood Cratts - i ncludi ng 1naking of household 
u tensils , orna!~entati on i n mosques ~ palaces , 
& luxuri ous arti cl e s of ~old & silver , bras s 
& copper 

4 . Leath er Craf t & 1Lanu1'acture ot Parchment & Paper 

5 . Suildin:; Trades - i n cl iding mas Jn8 , s t one- cutters etc . 

Textiles& The eas t was t he pl ace for s ump t uous appar

el and the s eat of t he textile industry. The verJ names of •ar
lous t extiles indicate t heir eastern orig i n . l4) leavin& was 

o ... 
carriedAin non-Muslim t o ms and s uarters. ':'he seat of 

co t t on was uppe r E&ypt and Syria . The t ownG o f Alexandria, 

Damie tta and Tinn is were f amed for thei r workshops i n which unus-

ual cwnbri c fabri cs were made . At Tinni e , where ther e were 

10 , 000 shops, the irridescent bakula.mun - which wa s sai d to 

change color constantly - was ma.de . From the f ine Del ta flax 

was ~ade famous l i nens. Some of t he 3peci al brands were Duneat e, 

Sbar b and Kassab . (5 ) 

The sil~ i ndustry - which was first developed i n China -

was adopted by t he Persia~s and t he r eby t r dnemitted to the Arabs . 

8a&hd~d w s famed fo r its t aboy silk , Damascus for silks and 

orocades , Armenin for its bri~btly colored heavy silks and ~~ypt 

for its ye l lo" silk . The huse canopies of the eas t were kno11m 

fo r their r ich silk stuffings . l 6) 

, 



Persi a ;:;.r:d .3yr ia .... r _ " rme ni c. -;ere r.o t e e for their 

r.; .;,.rpet. , rug , and llla t ir.dustri e: s . ':'he nr1cient factories of 

Tarvaz, ~hata, Ray an ~ ~arv continuLd to functicn in Ara' ic 

d:.ty3 . Their CJr pets were wor l C: f a.med an d .1ert> e>.-ported to 

eantern Asia (China ) and nor thern z.rop e . Especi all y ex-

c·~llent we e th~ Arme ian purple car ; ets . (7 ) 

A. z reat. quantity o: v1oolen stuffs .1ere nsde in E

gyp t :..nd elsewhere . :1oole!l turba ns was a special item in us e 

every-1•he -e . Woolen goods , a lso , were exported tx> northern 

The tex tile indus try was >o th a sta t e and yrivate 

enter rise . The special roben c f the cour t and of t~e nobil -

i t.y w r e create<! in the -~actories controlle i ~ · the st le . 

·\ssoc i ated v1ith the 1e :ivint:, industry 7.'a t rie i:tyeing and tail-

o~in~ trades . 3eladhori , in Armenia , was r.noi:m as the to in 

of :he n :i dye . l S ) Each ci t J had i t3 o.m .;iyers' gui 1 (. .1h1 ch 

spec1-!i 7,eu in ~ar ~i cular br~nds . ( ~a) 

The Ar a:..s ·:rer ~ !'cm; o:' C.isplay - one 1izco7ers 1. pon 

.::· ea~ it:e) tl.e :-oyal lnVe!l t C:"ies O!' 1azzlin,: :-:i"-es . !'. '!! C~Si ~ns 

m.:~ :: .. - \. ~ :).\O" • . --- --.· . .. e 
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the plainer the ro .. e . Those who earned the roya.l favo1· Vlert: 

~rante spe cial robes of ho nor . l9) In addition to co t ly 

~arments , menti on 1r.ight ti e r.li;;.de of the rnagni~icent tt:nts made 

of cloth of ·old , velvet , sat i n , da ask 3nd s ilk . These we r e 

used f or state occ~si cns a nd : or s a cred pur poses . ( 10 ) 

Glass Cr a f t and Ceramics i The gla3s industr / whic.h 

had r•ny an anci~nt traditi on r eached its hei~h t a uout the 

year 1000 - under t he 1-\rabs . Its technique was pr obably de 

veloped e •1 tirely by non-1.uslims . ( 11) The Arab r ulers encour

aeed ~lass ~anufac ture . The cen ters Of the 6l~ss industry 

were Palestine , SJ ria , E~ypt , and lower .Me;;>opu tamia . The gla .. a 

fact or iee- at l-!ebron and Samaria 1ere no ted for t heir coblets , 

bottles , a nd ~lates of paintec glass . Damascus and Tyre ex

ported their glass vessels to al l par ts of the world. Uld Cai 

ro was f~ous for its blas s of s in~ul~r purity ~nd t ranspar ency . 

Lowe r J.:es opa ta.rd a Vias farned fo r 1 ts whi te g lass lalllps wh i cb 

were decorated ~ith blue ornaments a nd i r.scrip t i ons . ~narielled 

"'lass, drawn glass , .:> nd glass cu t on a wheel ~.ere m<:.d~ in to 

cups , saucers , plates , ~ottles , tumblers , a nd f l a aKs . (12 ) 

Cerami cs , under the Arabs , w~s a f lour1sh1nc ~nd 

highly developeu inJus try. Their ware vas well b~ked ~nd no t 

~ri tty , t eing either glazed or enanelled . The ~ott~ry a t Fus

tat was so de li cate t •.at one could s ee one' s nand throu;h 1t. . ~13) 

~he role o~ ceraz~ics increased in vie 1 uf the Abb si oi~s 

against the use of e ta l vesa . ls . 7he color s o~ ~t~ls ~ere 
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transferred to g lass with unusual s kill . Th~ change of dynas

ty often rnea.nt a complete cha.n!;e i n the ar t and style - fo r 

ench emper or called i n his om nati ve c r aftsmen . The ea r ly 

Uesopatwuian traditions gave way t o t he Persi an s chool . The 
-t loe highest development of ce rax.11cs wa s r eached in Fatimid era. 

"' 
Life a nd fe e ling were no t ed in the several f orms . Geometri c 

desions wer e interplayed 11th fi gur es of an i mals and hum6ns 

in r elief . ( 14) 

~e tal Craft a nd Jood Cra.ft i The ancient a r t of 

me tal working i n gold , ~ilver , iron and s teel flourished un-

der t he Calipha te . ll5 ) Tinnis , i n Egypt , was noted f or its 

steel c~ t,ery , al Jubal for i t s combs and needles, Ki nnan for 

i ts iron weapons a nd coa ts of mail , and Damascus and Antioch 

fo r their b lades . We tal bo~ls, incense burners and lamps were 

used for domestic purposes . As the Ar abs expande l and uevel-

oped, t heir tas te for luxuries i ncreased . Ar ticles of ~old , 

si l ver , a nd copper wereused everywhere . Their l ove for jew

elry and ornament at i on gave an i mpetus to the skillel crafts

mP.n . (16) All early Arabian 1 etal work indicates a lavish 

use of silver inlay . Bo•nl.s , plates , boxes , mirrors and vases 

were all lined with exquisite inlaid ~e t~l wo r k . Some of the 

oo e preci ous objects made were me t al cases f or Kor ans , ruass i ve 

candlesticks, br onze or s i l ver inlaid b r ass chandel iers, doors 

of mosques and tombs covered and eMbose ~d with me t al . (17) 

The exploi tation of pre cious s tones from t he Persian Gul~ and 
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from the r.ou~tais lead to a lavi sh use of stones among the 

well- to- do . The lavish di splay and splendor of t he Fatimids 

gave an opportunity for all craftsmen to develop their ar t . 

The art is t s of Fatimid Egypt have not been parulleled any

where . ( 18} { 19 } 

The work of the wood craftsmen was to be found in 

objects of domestic furniture unu in some household utens!ls -

hu t especially in the mosques , palaces and homes of the weal

thy . !he doors and ceilings of the mosque - the latticed 

"indows , t he pulpit , the Koran desk , the doora , cupboards and 

tomb casings - all l ent themselves to the art of woodcr aft . 

Even in Egypt, ·.vhe ·e wood '.'tas scarce , wood ornamentati on 

abounded . (20} In the early centuries t he Cop ti c tradition 

was pursued . In the 9th century the art of woodcraft receiTed 

a great impetus from the school of Samarr a in Mesopatamia . 

Stucco walled deco. ations and geometrical interlacing in open

wor k are some of its ch racterieti cs . Under the .iatimids , 

woodcraft also reached its height . Ornament al pane l s supported 

~y frames of wooden beading pr evented war~ing from the heat. 

The arabesque des i i;;ns gave w;;,.y to figure decora ti ons on back

e rounds of floral scrolls inlaid with ivory . It can readily 

be understood that the a r tists who dij the fine carvings in 

osques must have employed the i r skill upon other ob j ec t s as 

1ell. (21) 
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Leather Craf t & Ma nufac t ure of Parchme nt & Papers 

Leather wor kers and tanners were not held in g r eat es'teem by 

the populac e. ~~ They made s hoes , 

harness es , saddl es and l eather wallets etc . In Baghdad , t he 

t anner s ' yards ser ved a s the p laces f or t he unl oading of car

i:;oes . 

The manufac t ur e of papyrus di s appea.r ed with t he i n

t r oduc t i on of pa per . Paper was a na t ura l deve l opment of cot 

t on . Af ter cap turi ng Samarkand i n ?04 , the Arabs learned t o 

grow co t t on . Towa rds t he end of t he centur y , t he fi r st paper 

fac tor y wa s es t ab lished under government a usp i ce s . Gr adual l y , 

throughout t he e .. 1pire , paper f a ctories were se t t.:.p and dev el-

~ped . All t ype s of paper - s ilk paper , note paper , s mooth 

a nd r ibbed paper - wer e manuf a c t ur ed . It was not until t he 

12th century tha t Europe used paper t o any extent . Even in 

I s lam parchment was used for sa cred books a nd f or perma nent 

r e cor ds . ( 22 ) 

Buildins Tr ades i The building trades were indeed 

numer ous when we consider t hat r oad s , f or t i fi cati ons , towers , 

gat eways , moats , water supply , homes , palaces and mosques -

and a l so decorative obj e c t s - de yended on them. The archi 
o 

tectur al f or ms were infl uenced by Ue sop~tamian and Syrian 

l:! r chi tects . Construct i ons of beautiful mosques and other im

portant oui ldings spr ead t hr oughout t h e en t ire Islarric empire . 

In decor ating , t he Mohammeda n hated empt y space and res orted 
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to the use of geometrical , arabesque design a.nd decorati ve 

wri ting. The homes of the wealthy also had figure represen

tation. A special school of ~ainting developed at Basra. 

Stucco or plaster borders, gilded walls, screen•, mosaics and 

tiles - plus the extensive metal and wood ornament~tion made 

the important edifices buildings of heauty. Artists and arch-

1 tects lavished attention on the decorati ons of mosques , drink-

ing fountains and mausoleum3 . ( 23 ) ( 24) 

In summary , the arts and crafts of t he Muslims was 

f urthered b y the fact t hat the subject nationalities were per-

~itted to produce and manufacture their own war es . The sup-

port of t he state did a great deal in developing eom~ special 

crafts . The nat ional ities that played a significant role in 

crafts were the Arabs , the Persians, t he Copts , the Jews and 

tl1e Turks . Persian influence was predominent in oany fields . 
( 25( 

I 
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B. THE ROLE OF .rsws IN Ll.RAFTS 

It is v1ell known tha t J ews played a significent 

role in cra!'ts i n Talmudic times . C raf~s \ore re banded down 

f r om father to son . They we r e organi zed i nt o guilds a nd 

3ere held in great esteem. (26 ) Under Arabic rule the same 

pa t tern continued . In g eneral , the Jews f ollcwed t he same 

crafts as did the general populace . In a re6ister of tax

payers of a J ewish community , probably near Fustat , the fol-

lowif16 are mentioned : a r egistrar , a scr ibe , a t a ilor , a 

- lazier, goldsmiths , silversmiths , and candy- lllakers . l27 ) 

It fo llows t hat Jews \Tere to be found among the h igher crafts 

as ·Nell as those of the low~r order . They we r e found among 
l ... ./ 

the skilled j ewellers , among tanners , cuppers a nd ful l e r s . 
4 

They were poor tailors and al so manufacturers of the finest 

silks and cloth s. The re are indicati ons , however , t ha t Jews 

1)egan to concentrate in certain crafts . I t is evident that 
(28) 

t hey played a s i gnifican t r ole in the textile and r1etal crafts . 

The reason for t his i s pure l y soci ologi cal . The concentration 

of Jev1s in areas \'fhere c loth was pr oc.luced , and t .1e a ccidental 

patronage of t he governmen t , as well as family relati ons ar e 

perhaps the underlying causes - these r 1 ther t han a more con

s:cious and de liberate s e l ecti on . Craftsmen were as highly es-

t ~emed as in Talmudic days 3.nd there was no rigid social strat

ification . It is evident t 1at even some of t he Gaonim came 

f r om lowly origins . (29) 
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1. Textiles& It has a lreadJ been .entioned that t h e J e ws 

~layed a significa n t role in t he t extile indus t r y . They were 

weavers and manufacturers of c lo t h a nd silk . They were dyers 

and tai l ors, and their skilled cr aft.sme n Ylove many obj e c t s 

\Vhich had disti nct art i stic \7or th . I n all Babylon ian ei ties, 

in ~ales tine and i n Egyp t - Jews we r e ext ensively engaged in 

c loth ma ki ng . The wea vers of Al e xandria had special places 
.. 1 I ,.. 

s et aside fo r t h em. Th is was ar r a nged oo t hat t he new arrivals 

cou ld easil ' place themselves . ( 30) 

A Genizah fragment rela t es t ..'le tale of two J ews who 

·:1er~ engaged in the manufact ure of clo th for more tha n for ty 

year s . One of t .1em tr .. ve lled While the other s tay ed a t home , 

whl ch \las often the a r range1nen t i n partnership s . Tney were 

general merchants who had specialized in being textile entre-

p rene~rs . They advanced money t o weaver& and received the 

clo t h us it was pr oduced. The man travelling a ccused his pa.r t -

ner of i ne r tia ana ti:.'lidi ty . He wrote , " Uy op in io~ i s t hat 

y1JU are shiftless and want people t o come into your shop •••• 

You we n t to t he wea ve r as one who does not buy any t I1 ing except 

f or cash . ~:ow yoJ. ana I - t il e f irst time we did business wi t h 

him - fountl t aat ne h!td no mo r e t han a lit~le i n exceas of 30 

l~asabahs . Yet we paid t he 100 di:tars an d you got all the rest 

of the cloth , little y l ittle • • • • •• ~ (31) 

In 1·efere"lce t o tex ti le ma nufac tur e , 7'ta no te t hat 

Je.7s .1ere engaged i n all processes - produc ing colored clo th , 

yarn , and sil.<s • • ~nother f ragment s ta tes , " .~nd I a i d t.o 

':.:iem - • .7h en you ha.ve bleached t he yarn a nd f inished reeling 
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it , take whatever you can get among yourselves f or weaving 

it and embroidering it . " (32 ) This further substantiates the 

p r a ctice of t he Jewiah merchan ts engaging t he J ewish cr aft s -

~en to weave an 1 em broi der textiles . 

In t-'le r·Ll.nufacture of cloth and e;armen t s , it is ev

i den t t ha t women a s wel l a o men :pa rti cipated . Thi s was es

pe c i ally tr ue in distant communities of ~J'o r th Afr ica , Sicily 

a nd Spain . In those secti ons t h e articles made we .re not sen t 

t o cities but were sold to passing caravans . ( 33 ) 

The Jews played an 1:.npor t ant role in t :'le silte indus 
r 

try . I n t he ?yranean ye~ i 'l sula, • ilk weaving was mai~ly i n 

t ie hands of Jews . I t was one of their cnief s ources of wealth . 

Jac ob i b n Gau and hi s br ot ber Joseph rere commissioned to de -

live r to t "le court cos tly sil.t{en s t 1 <ffs ... nd war banners - thi ch 

wer e t o l'i e ar·tis tic!..1.lly embroi:iered with Arabic prove rbs , em-
1 

b lems , and decorations . Ere t hey r ose t o that di s ti~ cti on they 

had s erved their apprenti ceship s itting at the loom t hewselves -

( c 9?5) . ( 34) In 3icily, also , t..e pr oducti on of sil:< was 

largely in the hands o!' Jews. .For this monopoly t h ey paid heav

ily to the s t ate treasury . (35) ~~~~x.me 

O .lk ' Uld~s t~y "ia ;J.i ~ily .._.;:f<U.XX.t:r:qp:llage.JL>.had >...tr~..a~..7-e.'-" 

~ll:X~b..l.:.kshXfitL<trlttX.S~~ps..) 

Several r esponea, i ndica ting that Jews were engaged 

in t he cul ti v :l tion and breeding of sil t( •vorms. are available . 

R. Hai Gaon was asked, " • •• conce::-ning individuals who \fere 
\l:1~8) 

accustomed t o our chase mulberr y leaves and leaves of o th er 
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trees for the purpose of s1· lk od t · 11 ( ... ? ) pr uc ion . • • • • • u Another 

responsum of the same Gaon states , '' There 3. re in our l:>cal

i ties people enga ged in silk .1orm (i ndust ry ) and our pr edec

essors would f eed t he Norms on hol i days but not on Sabbath •• 

• • • ti ( 38) 

In the dyeing indus try t he Jews also participa ted , 

as is t o be expected . ht. t he time of nenjamin ' s travels it 

is evident t nat the Jews of Palestine were g iven a monopoly 

of the dyeine trade . He s tates , " In Jerusalem there is a 

lye ing house for <1h1 ch t he Je ,1s pay a small rent annually to 

the king (Baldnin I I I) on condition that besides the Jews no 

other dyers be allowed in tovm . At Be t hlehem there are t wo 

Jewish dyers; at Beit Nubah (Nob near Ramleh ) t here are two 

Je.'ls who are dyers ; in Jaffa one Jewish dyer ; in Lydd:i one 

Jewish dyer . I n Ki r yathim no Jews live excep t one dyer . " (39) 

All told, eleven dyeing establishmen ts are listed . 

rl . Petachya, tra1elling a f ew years later , r epor ted : 

" I n Su-sa tnere were t wo Jewish dyers . In Jerusalem t here is 

one dyer a n l he pays considerable taxes so t hat ti1e king per 

.ri i ts him to stc.y there . " (40) 

Prom the :ai ro Genizuh ~e have the following extrac t 

from the noteoook of a merchant engaged in t he dye ing industry: 
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~etail of sum spent for dyed silk: 

The stock unoleached - 56 rotls l l2 oz . ea . ) -
J r i ce 300 dinars . (~l) 

~xpenses Nt ot her necess.:.ries oai d tJu t : 

' irs tly , d i ;ninution in t .i e value 
of 66 rotls .•.. • •• 20 uinar s 

\.nd in Cl' im 1on f nr t he dyer . . .. . . . .. •.• 85 n 

• nd in expenses connec ted with tni s ••• • 25 n 

And in w.:i.ces fo r ti1e uyers .. •••••• • • ••• 20 II 

A!ld in ' tree green ' &. green dye • •.••• • • 24 " 
- - - - - - - - -

'l'he ·:1'1ole sum _equ:ils ••..• • • • •• •••••• •• 1 74 " 

The t \'-10 sums equal •..••••••••• • •••••• 4 74 ° 

There resulted actually of dyed goods 66 r otl s . 
(42) 

The Je·ns , in thei r natural desire to u.ppea r 111el l 

1resseu for t he holi ays , often gave their garments to a dyer 

or tailor fo r dyeing . ~he dyers , upon r eceiving the ga.r.nents, 

put them into s. vq t ere 3·.rb t h iiegan . .1.s one re:>9onsum states , 

11 One is permi ttec.. to _· ive clothe s t o a dy~r on the eve of 

s~obath befor e i t is dar~ f or the l aw is in accordance ~ith 

3e t Hillel . " ( 43) 

The prov~rbi al t •ilor was ) oor even i n G~onic days . 

respon3um of R. Natron .i } .. on stat es , 11 And y~u as1: abuu t 
,656) 

tail "' r s , leat!ler wo r kers that are poor and support themselves 

b.'.f t neir handicraft s . Jhall tney do t heir .1or k on t he balf 

holidays or no t - a.nrl 3.lso ~hos e •1ho do their \/Ork always i n 
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pu lie places ·~ .... .. .lrom this 1e le'-lrn that tailor s, .Leath-

l?r .10rker s n.n fulle:.·a - since th..i.y have to - are per 1i tted 

to do their la ,or on th·· h 0 1 h i· 11 .. ,.., •• 0 l 3.JS • (·A ) 

-'rom t ne prohiti tions regar iin.; tne .n i xing of ·100 1 

1iti1 cotton , linen or s il.tC - which w s custornary in :Ohe .. 'laki ng 

of .rabic te:-::t.ilea - some :araents ::.nu objects .ire mentioned: 

~ clothes , pillo.1s, ·. lan':cets , Joor cu:- t ains and sad -

' le cus!1ions . \ 45 ) I n ..... e r .:?'j;>"-sa , the use o~ t e term · s ew-

in; ' r~ther t han tne •eneri ~ t e r m ' using• appears , inJi~ating 

t"'at these r egula:ions :ere rr.eant ~ or "IC"Ve.r~ n!li not O"lly 

-or consUMe.·s . I n ·onnect.ion .1i t :i dyeing ana tailo1·i r.i; t here 

1~rc: t~t.. cleaner s ·-:ho laun~e:-ea. anc .: leanc .! garmen t ... . One 

re!:>JM'!"lsw.i i ves the ~rocesa o .. ~ lau .. dering : 11 And t~l:! ex! lan-

a ti:;n of fine launJe::.-i.11;; i'> t '• t ... ~ter it is cleaned in Vta sh 

ing,~he OJ:...rment i s gone over .-lith .1 l'i ng to .olieh it . " ( 6) 

Indications are p resent ~rom the Ge -. izah th3t some 

arti s ti c v1orr;, ms done by Jtrns in Te..<tiles . One r esponsum 

s ta :es "Or e·1en the l they er 1br oi deretl 9anels of r ovcrbs and 

blessinr;s onto the Gar mcn t . 11 (4?} The ; randeur of tne .1ork 

o" t 1e Caliphs w-s -..do; ted "'Y the Pr in ~e o~ :: .pti ·1i ty . iie was 

~urroun~ed oy a reti 1ue - wore 3ilAen ~ar~ents etc . ~t the 

~ime o.:' installation thf: rich .-.nd i ·1:~luential :>ent no teworthy 

gif ts - 1 .nu all t he represe1tative3 o~ the ~onmuni ty end 

tbti r ,,ealthy send him lovely •.J.r1~tnts , bea uti "ul orn.inents , 

anu .old ... nu silver vesseis , ea.en :mu every ti<.tn offe .·ing :.1.ccording 

1,,0 h i- a bi~ i t.y •. ·r On the Jab oat i Qf i:istallation i the syno.gog·ie 

I 
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~·e:po:r ted. : 

' -: e r.e _. o:· " .e _r:n. .<e -Cc~_ies a 1-= e ~u3e h ich is 

::ov-er~d ·::. tn :.3. es t.:-y . e , :ti?r.se:f , i s lot"le. in -srr.ents 

~ 1 a ·- .. -

-i r .e- in •o:_ , ....... .. .;.l ..:3a.,; .. '1a. .. , t h e :iea.... ~ "he a ca.deny) 

l :-Qoes .:onne.:: t ed .i th acad-

e ..:ies , synagog ues or e'.·en Jens. ~ffi c io.ls •te .. e ordered. and 

!:11 .. e oy Je:1ish cr:Utsmen . 
a 

.lhile the i_, re~~iredA7allit for servic J , it seems 

~. t ecstern ~01ulace to 

use ther-. as the or · in~::-y cos t ime . P.?t ... c ya re. a r }:s , 11 :n 

: .. e city o:' Sa,chd .... d the:- e are about o. t.10 tsanu. Jews • •••••• • 

T i:y W3.l.t< a bou t rrapped in c lu th . They "11 w l.;: u t ·Jr:::.pped 

in lhe1r praying sc_::-fs o ... ' ;1001 •i th fr i!'?E-;es . ' ( 50 ) '!'here c_n 

be no doubt that the m kine ~~ pr ying shn"tlo .ms a. d istinct 
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"'nd flo·1ris .. int:, Je\/ish trs.de . , nether element in .:·eli iou3 

life 1hich !-'rov ided nark fo~· the arti~tic cro.fts1~n '17a~ the 

:1eadn ... o_' cl.:>ths , ~Ci!)e tric;s , ru;J and covers :'or syna..;ocue 

use . Sotne of the parapherrti!lia of _ syna._,O£Ue near 2ustat 

i s inventoried as follow~ : " -2 Sefer covers ~wde of silk . 

:30 1e o!" t e de!'er covers ·er• b rocaded ti tn e;o l d . I n addi t.ion 

2 Sefer covers . All in :ill t .• ere 1ere 24 s1.<ch covers . " (51 ) 

I n 1e t ory of .•. .notne.:- S.,'~1a ;ogue Of the Bab rloria?~S in Fus tat in 

the lltn century reported : ' Robes o ... ~ any hnt:s , inclu in6 

·i rdles ~"'ld breech.es for t '1e pries ts . \ ~re~n curt~in for t he 
1oor •. . • •• " ( __ ) A res ensure o:' rt . __ attathias Gaon stt..t~s : 

,861) 
" I t.. is custor .. ary to ... it i~ .;ynavoeue on :pillo,;s . Lolsters , 

an1 fi~1e :.~':.t: ss!:s on t! .... Da., o: to•:eroent . " (~3) ':' .c ~.mrouds 

one ju es from ~.e report o"' : . J_cob :ra - Cohen ho u.lso trav-

<> llea in the ea~ t during •he l F.t ter :art o!' toie 12.. century . 

e re. orted. " The to .• s o · ur e.nces tors exte 11. r. ou t 10 p~-

S-! _,.3 • ••••• tile., • cu t., t c.ite t!?e dea o ut 

cuLJr.e t e · 1.1a 1t.t 1 t .e ·older. t~!' a •ith 

hi~. t~Lir :;; r.r oud :ere se.:n . ' (5•.) 

.Jurt.her in ·01·1.1-t_ on r gc.::-diq~ t .. e te .• Lle .... 1·t works 

1ill · e iscu sed i n C.ai)tt..t v . 
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2 . Glu~s Craft ant.: Cerurr.i }ts : I n the Gaonic .~t_:e Jews 

:ere en a c:ed in the n..i.kir1g of glass and pottery . In the tax 

list of J!'ustat mentiun is made of o. Je ,1 ish g lazier . (55) 

3enjari..in reported tt at " in • ntioch ten Je is lived there e n 

ga ed in gl<:.ss I:'laKin . Tire • • • .•• • contains ai- .rn t 500 Jews . 

'.i'he Jt:ws O\'m sea zo i ng vessels and there are wnong them glas s 

ma'.{ers who ma.Ke t i.a t f i ne 'l'yriao bl'-ssware 1hich i s prized in 

.... 11 countries . " ( J6) It is thus evh.ent t n at Jews were both 

crnftsmer. ar. entreprer.~urs in t his tracie . The famous Tyrian 

glass mentioned \Vaa cut on a wheel. (57) This trz.Je , as 1nany 

:.i..1other , was hanJod down from fat .. er to son . The skilled 

c.raftsme•1 had a tradition c f their own , ma~ing gla .... sW1l.re of 

~are beauty an~ tr~ns arency. 

In t oe various respo·.sa , t he fol.lo·~ing g lass articles 

&.r~ ·.entione.i: e:lass vesGels, pitchers , oottles , fla.s..c:J , and 

3atbath ~ups . ~he reli&ious re-u ~ations regarding fo r biQden 

~ine neccssitateo the nlfa ~tur~ of but tle~ , flas s , and caskg 

:for the wine trade . .. . Hai uaon ·1as asl<ea : " .line t ha.t Jew 

broueht by 1.eans of .1. Gentile coat - an<l tht: be; t tlt. s 0 
. tne 

Israelites are kno·m an l the na.'Tles are .vri tten over them and 

tney -re tied at the openin rs with t:nots that a.re Y-nown to 

ther.i m1(i seale<.i wlth their seals . nnd w en the boat wa oeing 

loaued , t he bottles were .JL<ed .·11th tl1e bo ttles o-: the Gent i les 

tha.t :1ere ph.ced t. e r e • • • • ••••.• • ? 11 (5b ) That Jews could 

not readily ~se bott les of ~ent iles bu t hui to resort to their 
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o~m is also gathered frorn this respom.1uU1 - 11 And bottles of 

~entiles t ha t had cont ... ined .dne of non - Jemi - it is p:rohibit

~a fo r an Israelite to put wine in t hem for ~period of twelve 

months . " ( 59 ) Of course , methods of _:)urification were provid

ed whereby non- Jewisl1 ves s els mi ·ht be utiJ..ized at once . 

~ven us the ~uslime made beuut i!ul 1£mps for t he 

mosques , must it have been cus t omary for t he SAilled and a rti s t 

ic cr af t sn.en t o r.iake lamps f or t i• e synagogue . • responsum of 

R. Natronai Gaon states that g lass lamps were used in all syn-
, t ~.3) 

a.go~ues . It reaas : 11 hnd you a sk - fer you are accus tomed to 

li ht glass lamps in synabogues on the eve of S~bbath . ,/hen 

they are li t t hey p l ace water at t he oot tom and oil on top of 

it . l-low, .vhe n t _1 e light reachen t he 1ater, it b ecomes exting-

u ished - and if there is no .'later in t he lamp , it cracks and 

is lost . Thi s i s our opinion - this deed does not cause ex

t in~~ishing and this is the custom of all I sraelites • • . • 11 {60) 

AOother responsun expl ... ins how Jl.J.ss vessels •1e1·e 

fu: .. i g a ted - ' Vessels of glass ar~ fumigated oy ol ive oi l 
-t~~'f 

sr.,oke until a become l lc ... ck . The blackness is scraped and 

t~ey put irto it a r.>it of oil v1i t h '.7~1ch it is i.1i .ed, anl it 
b-1 

is Jr i ed in the sun an Lit. is cleansed inside the fluid . " (61) 
~ 

Jews also vorked as po tters , es may be inferred from 

several Hesponsa . One 3tatcs that t he ~otters made their ve3 -

sels water tight ~y linin~ t hem ith sulphur ~ntl polishing or 

glazing t hem. l62) Pottery mus t have oeen fw1ig~ted - judgi ng 
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.=:'rom a responsUL1 o:' R . Sherir~ Gaon . ( 63) Pot te r s ,;ere often 
• 6_ J 

gi ven vessels to repair . If' tnes e ve3sels "le r e un c.:i.l lect for 

or ut.paid for , the pot t~rs s ome ti ,.es so l e the wares . ( 64) 

'· essels we r e f r e quen t ly given t o t he cr a:'ts?.en for r ept.i r j ust 

be!ore the holiday se-s on . \65 ) 

3 . Ce t al Cr~f t and J ood Cr ft : I n ear l i er Tannaiti c 

days , Jews played an irr.port~nt r ole as wo r kers i n i ron , cr ass , 

and fine ~e tals . I n Alexandr ia , the gold , silve r , snd copp er 

sruiths h~d special sec t ions ~nd s eats in t he f amous Alexandr i -

an syna~ogue . Thi s was arrang~d so tha t the r e cent ar r i val s 

might rriore easily bec ome acqua.i r: t e d and joir. t .. e new communi t y . 

Th1 t p~rt i cular syna.:;oi;ue ;ras de s troyed i r. t ne da ys o!" 3 ar 

.=ochbo. . l n T3.ln:udi c ~fa.ys , t t e cop.,,e r sn:i t h a - who wer e organ-

i z ed ir.to a guild - c::.rried ith t h em, each a folding oed a nd 

a leat!.er apron as insi .;nia of t he i r profession . In J e r usD..len , 

· etal wo r .i.':ers had t re1r own sy nago..;ue and JtArial illo t . (66 ) 

The J.'Ole of the Je 1s ilt oeta l craf t - dur ing Gaon ic 

Qays - u1 d not d i minish . ':'he r1eta l a rt icles mentic.ned in re-

sponsa :lnu Genizuh fraf:=lents are : c o9pe r bowls , 1 •e t ... 1 clocks , 

arm~ , candles t 1 ..:,..s , s t eel l oc.s , uarri a i.;e rin s , gold l ..: s t. 

c ::-o-.ms for 3efer To1·a h , golden 01·namen ts , earr ings , amule ts , 

Y.nives , and r a zors . In vi e of thei r use, on e may assume that 

-t leas t some - 1f not most - of thes e a rti cles • e re rn~de by 

Jewish craftsmen . 
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' copper bowl is mentioned on a book- list of the 

Synagogu~ of ~ustat {lOcO) . Responsa indi cate t r ut craftsmen 
\.!. i) 

cons tructed clepsydra . " Tnese ar e coppe r oowls vhose bot toms 

:.i.re bored 1nd t hey are ....... de to estima t e toe hour . :'hey plk ce 

t r;em in "ater , a nd when the waters enter up to this peak -

it is a half hour ; :ind until this i-i ea.!r - it. is an hour ; un-

til tr.is pea~ - it is an hour and a half . And t he points are 

called peaks . " ( b8 ) 

I n another invent ory of a synagog~e of the 11 th cen-

t ury in Fustat , ' candlesticks of b rass and otherwise , and can-

dlPstiCAS wi t h a large brass chain ' are l isted . ( 69 ) ~ecause 

of t Le gener ous treatment of non-~uslims by Fatimids, some 

.Lrs.bi c ·.niters s id t hat the la tter ;1ere des cended from Jews -

the !'irst of which , C:i.liph Ubaidallah , was a locksmitn ere he 
~ ) 

r ose to fame and power . ( ?O) 

It has been indicated t r.at most of t he ~oldsmi ths 

Ne re Je\vs . ( ?l) ':'he s e .Tewisn goldsmiths - or jewelle:-s - had 

1ccess to roy.., l ty and nooility as they were employed by t hem. 

The .Persian traveller , :;asi r i Knusra u . who vi s1 ted .:;gypt i n 

tne years 1 046 to 1049 rela t ed t his iccident of en eye wi tness : 

There ;as a Jewif:lh jeweller ·.vi10 had free acce.,s t o t he sover-

d~n . He was ri ch and t he Caliph trusted him entirely ?11th 

t ne task of acquir j ng prec i ous stones for hi m. One da.f the 

je:7eller was riurdered oy ti.e ~aliph ' s soldiers . The Genizah 

-~ragments indicate tha t hoth this jeweller and his brother 
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nere kill ed in one day . l?2 ) 

Another tale indicating t he re .. ationships of Jewish 

jewellers wi t h t he Caliphate follo \vs : ' The '1idow of Kai'ur 

cornplai n ed to the Fa timid Caliph, a l hui zz ( 952- 975) that she 

had entrus ted to a Jewish goldsmith a Kuba woven with gol' 

an d pea r ls and that he denied having received i t. The Caliph 

sent f or nim and ur ged h im t o give back the article but he 

persisted in hi s denial. The home was sear ched and the i.uba 

found huried in an earth ern jar . ' (?3) 

However, the Jewish Jeweller s wor ked not only for 

t n e caliphs but made ornaments and jewelry f or t he ir breth-

ren .... s wel l . Amule ts, which tere common ornaments in Gaonic 

·.inies , were also popular with t he Jewi sh populace in . ..ioharn

Le~an lands . ( 7 4 ) In Talmudic days , t he marriage ceremony 

was performed by money or its equivalent - sometimes fruit or 

silks eing used . I n Gao .. ic days , in Babylon , it 1as custom-

ary to perform all such cererr.on ie~ with rin: s. This custom 

is also referred to by Saadya and Ha i Gaon as being well es-
J28J - ~~a, 

tabl ished . (75 ) Bo th r.:en and women , among t he J ews, wore 

rings on their fingers - and the women al so 1ore earrings -

~s is indicated in a r esponsum of R. Natronai Gaon: " And 

you asked - wom'n are permitted to ~o out on ~abbath with 

earr ings ? rlowever , a woman does not go (walking) wearing a 

r i ng tha t has die upon it - nor does a man with a ring that 

has a l ie upon i t ••• ••••• " (?6) 
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The signet rine of the Exilarch which gave his doc

u~en ts official s t atus had a seal which bore the imprint of 

a fly (butterfly) . (77) That t hese rings and the vessels in 

gold and silver which were donated to t he ~xilarch were made 

by Jews may be surmised . The ornaments in t he synasogue also 

provic!ed an opportunity for these crai"tsmen . Crowns and other 

ob jects of ar t were used to adorn the Torah even as t ney are 

today. A Geniza•1 f ragment reports the follo\ling ir.ventory of 

a rt objects of metal owned oy the Palestinian synagogue in 

,'us tat : 

Two Se fer Crowns ir,ade of silver 
ThreP. ~~ir of pomegran;te s made of silver (hung on 

a scroll of the law) 
Thirty- six plates (for ceremonial use - Passover) 
Two large candelabra~ of copper 
Two small candelabras of copper 

All of t h is Thahir received . ( 78 ) 

.. ,.1J 
As a result of t t e extens ive use of silver in the 

~ 1· '" :!!'a timid per iod , the Je\'1S adopted the use of silver"-art obj ects 

to adorn t hei r religious edifices - and t heir utensils . (78a) 

It can be a awned that t hese craftsmen also furnished the homes 

with Sabbath candelabras , menorahs, etc . A civil document of 

1151 c. B. mentions 'Joseph , t he ~oldsmith ben Jehuda. l79) 

An important tool for the gold and silv~r smiths 

was the special gri ndJtone. In a will we read : "And I leave 

a Grindstone with which they grind gold and silver dust •••• 
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..'l:en my end will approach and God shall decree my death ••• • 

let the t t ree you~gest sons receive eigh teen por tions of my 
(80 ) 

inheri tance - bu t t he grinds t one is to belong to t hem sole ly• 

The above indi cates that no t only n&~ tr.e g r indstone pre cious 

but tha t the t r ade was handed down fr om fathe r to son . Grind -

stones "ere often hir~d out to non- Jews , as i s evi denced from 

a responsum of rt . Hatronai Gaon . (81) 

The pr ohibi tion against the use of non -J ewish s l aught 

e r ing and circumcissi on knives lead t o t he 11aking of these 

specia l ritual instruments by J e wi sh c r a f t s men. (82 } 

5ei the r ·Here hlacksmi ths lack ing among t he Jews , a c -

cor c i r.g to a re sponsum advi sing the Jewish o e r chants on t be 

r Ja~ t o have t h eir ho rs eshoes r epaired by a Ge ntile smith. The 
( c 3) 

infe r ence is that J e;dsh blacksmi t hs were discriminated against . 

The J ews in t r.e eas t p l ayed some part in t he a rmorers ' art -

espec i ally duri ng tt.e early days of t he Caliphate . The J ews 

of Arabia were lar~ely engaged in t he manuf'ac t ure of swords . 

~ any of the arms - and parti cularly t he swor ds - employed by 

t he prophet ' s folloJ.e rs . came f r om t he s poils of Jewish colon
\.f 'IJ_ 

i es . One notes f r om Benjamin ' s descr ipti on of Tarmod , Yemen, 

~den, a nd t he l and of the Mulahid - t hat the martial spirit of 

the J ews was no t diminished. He also spea xs of tr.e Rabbi of 

Ispahan who could draw a bow oetter t han all t h e ~ing ' s archers . 

That ma ny of th es e t r ibes manufac t ured the i r ovm ~eapons may 

be sur mised . (85) 

j 
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.Few, indeed , a r e tbe responsa which indicate the 

posit i on of the Jewish artisan in woodcraft . A British mu

seum f ragment indicate s t he use of inci sed inscriptions. 

The inscription reads : 

" Hear , 0 Israe l t he Lor d our God , t he Lor d is One, 
And I with abundant kindness will come t o t hy 

house - I will bow down •• • • ••••• 
Obadiah, t he son of Yefet known as Abu Al-Ueali 
The Lord (have mercy?) upon him . " 

It was written on a n oaken board mea sur ing abou t 4' 5t'' by 

9'' and was about l '' thick . The inscr ipt ion was fi xed -

with one or rnore supplemen tar y boar ds - over the doo rway on 

the inside or the ou t side of an ancien t disused synagogue i n 

Old Cairo. The nai ls - five in number - by which the board 

had been fixed up are s t ill in the wood . The board may be

long to t~e 12th centur y or ear lier . Three s traight lines 

were cut into t he wood over the inscript ion - two between t wo 

lines of incised writin~ nd one under the inscr ipt ion . l 86) 

~ore elaborate d ecorati ons must ha ve o een in vogue - judging 

from the prohibiti on of human motifs upon ut ensils of wood , 

bone , or g lass . {87) 

3ooden vessels, dyed and figured , were us~d for hot 

food in Persia lS?a) . Synagogue fur ni t ure - such as seats , 

stands , and pulpits lent themselves to the art of woodcraft . 

A furt!':er discu.;sion of J ewish art work is offered 

in Chapter V. 
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4. Lea ther Craft & Manufac t ure of ~arcronen t & Paper: 

Sufficient responsa and fragments a re available to indi cate 

that the Jews were extens ive ly engaged in the production of 

leather and leather articles . Leath er-workers were organ

ized into guilds and , j udging from a responeum of R. Sherira 
J6~) 

or F. . Hai Gaon, they had the ir own synagogues in many places. 
\ ~98) 

The quest i on asks - why is there a t eaching that scrapers, 

smelters of copper anJ tanners a r e free from making pi lgrf.iia

ges? In his answer to t his , the Gaon gives some vivid descrip

tions of these trades in his day a " Thus we see t hat they can-

no t he improv ed for tb ei~ skin absorbs a bad odor f or which 

there is no r emedy , and from t he pores of their bodies exudes 

a bad odor which no t h ing can eradicate. And in those years 

it was customary for every individual t o separate himself from 

t hes e craftsmen , and t hey d i d not s i t with t hem nor mix wi t h 

them. Therefore t hey had special synae,ogues for t t.emsel ves 

and t hese exist even now in many places •• ••• •• " (88) 

Another responsW!I describes t he use which tanners 

made of t }iUr wells: " R. sells to s . a well for a tannery 

and he did not mention t o him its use . It is t he practice of 

tanners who have wells that they have places above the wells 

( in order ) to t ake out t he hides wnich come ou t of t he well 

and t o lay t h em out • • •• •• • 7ihat is the law i f he sold it to 

him as an or41nary well and did not make mention (of its use) -

is he required to give it up or not •• • •• • ?" (8 9a ) 
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I n Arabia , t he Bnai Kainaaku we re known ae excellent 

l ea t herworkers and had t he i r bazaare in t he centres of the cit

i e s . (89 ) The t anners lived i n spec ial s tree ts, a s ia evident 

fro~ t he layou t of Baghdad ( 90 ) or Fuetat ( 90a) . In Babylon 

itsel .f, Benjami n reported that t he lo,1eet cla ss of t axpayers 

were t he shoe- rLa ker s a nd dyers . The tanner s , f uller s, cuppers 

and b ut cher s we r e repor t ed t o be t he humble tradesmen among t he 

poor of Ispahan . (91) I n Araaon and Cast i le, t he J ewish shoe-

maker s , s a dd l emaker s a nv tanners were a.s numer ous as t he metal-

craftsmen a nd dyers . ( 92) That leather-worke~s and tanners 

were not h i ld i n g r eat _es t eem, we ob s er ve - no t only f r om note 

88 - but a lso from a report of Rieala a l J&hi z , c 850 . (93) 

A type of slippe r is de scr i bed in one responsa - • I 

have seen i n a r esponsum of t he Gaon i m that t hey were ac cus

t omed to put on beneath t heir shoes a nd (t i e) over t hem pre-

pa.red goat s kins ••• •••••••••• • At t imes t hey a r e made of wool 

and t hey t e rm t hem felt c l oths and t hey are hard . " (94 ) 

T1 ri llin, in a ccordance wi th Rabbinica l injunction, 

had to be r epaired and bla ckened cons t an t ly. Hence t he command 

t o make cont i nual use of t anner s came about & They wer e expec-

i a l l y careful with T1 fil l in f or public use . (95 ) 

With the !C'aki ng of leather came t he extens i ve pa r ch

·:ien t industr y for use of Sifre Tor ah and documents . Fr om a re

sponsum of R. Sher i ra, we have a compl!te a ccount of t he method 
. j68) 

of making parchment i n t hos e days . " And you a s k how par chmen t 
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is prepared b ,, us - and how long it is in t he lime and how 

long it r emains (ther e ) in summer and in winter - and what 

amount of dogs ' excrement - and what kind of wheat or b...rley 

Elour - and what percentage of water - and how t he &allnut ia 

applied? The answer is - I n this fashi on do they pr oduce parch

-~ent skins a.monist us. They br ing dry skins which a r e s hedding 

t heir hair , and they are loosened in water until they fall away 

and are sof t. After t ha t, they put t hem in a lime vat prepared 

fo r t hem, and they put therein a small amount of water and a 

small amount of dog s ' excrement without measurini , and a bit 

of salt - and they close t he opening of the vat and let t hem 

r emain (thus) in summer one day and in winte r three days - but 

t hey do not let them remain there any longer so t hat t hey shall 

not be come twisted . They take them out from there and examine 

them for RnY rents . If they are rent , they are sewed and stretched 

out on a wooden frame that is prepared , -Uld a great deal of 

gallnu t is brought and is well r abbed or gr ound , and they give 

to ea ch skin 1/ 3 of a litre - i e& a litre of Baghdad conta ins 

thirteen ounces - a nd they are coa ted with gallnut on two aides, 

and they sprinkle upon them wa t er and one is more - iberal with 

the ga.llnut on the hairy portions than on the fleshy parts. 

This is done t o each skin twi ce dai l y and the thi rd time they 

are coated with mor~ gal l nut and are placed in the sun in order 

that they be come glossy and t hey are l eft till t hey are dried -

and t hen they are shaken out and cut . Here end t ne words o~ 

the Gaon.•(96) 
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In additi on t o the superi or parchment of the a bove 

type , t here was a poorer kind . Thi s was made by cutt i ne the 

skins and preparine both sides - and each side was used for 

d i ff erent pur poses , t he outside portion b e ine the better of 

the two . l 97) In d is t ant communities of North Afri ca, t h e 

art of preparina e ven t he t hin parchment did not exist. Such 

communi ti es were forced to import parchment. For school and 
l98) 

stu~y purposes , a special thin t ype of parchment was utilized. 

~ .... ~~1.a.ix.-xi~±qxila:d•xD:illxxa.nxlli~ 

:itznlx:1'xl:CU~JQi:j~Db~ltx.l.._ux~.~&i17 

holy books, or scrolls, often t ore and required mending . The 

procedure was no t to resew the ~ ntire l eneth of t he sheet but 

to l eave s ome s pa ce above and below, and sew the central pa~t 

on ly. llOO) 
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5 . Building Tr -des : To what extent J ews in Gaonic 

days were engaged in construc~in5 th~ir 01m homes and oth~r 

buildings we c:in.not tell . It seems that most or all of the 

synagos;ues .;ere construc i;.etl b., t he Je ts themselves . There 

•ere occas ional prohibitions against J ews ' building or re

building their s~nagogues . And, since synagogues uer e often 

demolished b. the mi l i t ar y forces or the r~id.:.Ug troopsr )ne 

may infer that the J ews were constantl., r ebuilding . In the 

work of r ebui lding , it i s l i kely that the entire community 

participated - although a t times only the 1·:ealthy took p..irt . 

The craftsmen, ho1rever , endeavor ed t o beautify thei r places 

of wvr ship . That t he entire community was concerne<l .vi t h the 

rebuilding of thei r edifices, is indicated by a statement of 

Nataneel b Aaron, a banker, probably of Fustat . Be 'II'Ote : 

" Ancl now the J ews of Palestine ar e still busy (repail'in.;) 

their synagogue~ . " (101) 

Luring pt. rious ,;hen t..he J ews bad influence wi th t he 

caliph' s court, there ras great er activity in synagogue build

ing . (102 ) Nben the construction of synagogues .• as prohibi

teu , the J ews i·esor teu to building them to reseinble p:i ra . e 

nomes . On other occasions, legal fictions .rere resort.i;;CL to , 

to indicate the right of the new synaeogues to exist . A legal 

aocu!llent of 1066, i n Cairo, charges the Ra bb,mi te J e1;s 1vi th 

constructing a new s1nagogue on top of Harat Zu.1ai lah . The 

authorities demanded demoliti on on the 6round that ~he syna-
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gogue plot uid not belong to them . The Rabbanite Je~.s re

plied that Jews had had a s:tnagogue there for forty year s -

which entitled them to absolute legal ~ssession . In other 

cases, they even argued that syna6ogues h""d exi sted in ~re

.Joha :unecian days . (103) 

!Jany of the syna5ogues construe .. ed :1ere ver y beau

tiful. Benj amin, in describing the synagogues of Baghdad, nar 

r ates : " And in the city of Baghd .... d there a r e t.1enty- eic:;ht 

synagogues for t he J ews be t .. een B~ghuad and the city which is 

across the R. Tigris - for the riv t:!r tlivictes ti1e country. The 

g r eat syna6ogu~ of the Beact of Cap t ivity is an edifice having 

columns of m:.rble of vc.irious colors , overlaiu v:it;h silver and 

gold, and on these colUJnns are sentences of Psalms i n golden 

letters . And in froo t of th~ ark ar e about ten steps of mar

ble , and on the topmo~t step are the se· ts of t he Heaa of the 

Captivity ano tne Elder of the House of David ." (104) Both 

the plates of golu ana silv0r over the columns and tne ara

bes4ue en~raving of sentences on the columns wer e ad;.ptations 

of Arabic art . R. P~tachya • s uescription of the syna ogue 

over 1:.zekiel' s tomb indic"- t es that it , 3lso v1as an e<Jifice of 

r are beauty . ( 105 ) 

J acob Ba Cohen, 1ho t r avelleu in the early 12th c~-

tury, ,.1rote : 11 Jn Alexandria. I ;;aw a s~nagogue that h ... o .:i\J5 

pillars , a.nu the midale pillar (was) 60 sp ~n in its tnickness 

~nd four cubits in length . There .. ere t .. o Holy Arks , one above 

u.nu one below, and above them a s __ u re figure co 1 • .?osea of 
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~i~als , f aces of men, f~ces of e-sles , a face of a l ion, and 

a f :::.ce of a bull." (105a) It is a kno\'m f a ct tnat many beau 

tiful synagogues t al:en b~ the i:; usli 11s Nere chan~~c.. into ~os'i.ues 

at a late!' date . 

Sometimes th~ ·•~,;I.: th. erect ~d specia l chapels or ;ave 

s;ecial donations to t he syna~o6ue . In the Ale.po synagogue , 

..i.ar Ali ben Nathan b • .Jeba.jser erected a specia l chapel in 

834 . (106) Th i s sJnaJogue had s ix pi llars , ano t~e chapels 

e r e ~ i lt around the central h~ll . ( 07) 

1 · o~ all s:.na.;ogue.:: , ho1·1eve r , were magnif icent edifi

ces . From the structure of a ~:tnagogue (11th c entury) of the 

l'.a.raites 1n J er uss.lem, ·:>ne gets soue i d.ea of the nk of the 

ordinarj- Je\•1ish bui lder s . The nall of the sj-naf;ogue "'as .:: ~uare , 

entirely undecorated . In .,he centre .. ... s a low, he:!wy pillar 

froo .nicn r ac..iate~ arche& . ~ne arc .e~ fo:lowed the o:d Arab

ifln style and were sup_ ,ortec. ~Y r a i s ed cu,..olas . In the north

e;;.st~rn wall wer e ~eve:. a l nicr.es . The r.iche ln •11h::ch the e sk 

of :;he aavm .. as pl:cea . a~ <.:urveu c.nu it ·111.1ened as it rose . 

The Ho-J Ark was in ~ seconc niche . Little : i ght per~e ted t he 

na:l . Tnat .:!lich ca·-ile .in entered by means of thr:~ apr::.·tures • 

.. indo. s .'/ere not per.nitted . I n f ct, evet. tl!e ape. t•irez a r e of 

r. 1 -ter aate . Th£. pul,;i t ;;a:. .::onstructe ... of .-,.ja.11 s'!uare - hevm 

stone:s wni le t he ne .rb:. -;1 ... 11 ,;c.s vUi l t of r ough, ·.mtri ..:L;.Jed Ara

bian stones of poor .vork_::~shi z>- (l...i8) 

One res~onswn oe~c.· .:be~ the cons":r ction of _t-. ice 



:1ork - , a form much in vogue in cr~r t work . ' Those that saw 

beans to make doors , tablet s , boards , and incis i ons betv1ecn 

the boa ras in ore.er that the wind mly enter unu dr y ··· · ·' (109) 

Another r esponswo describes a speci a l sa.ndai used b the plas

ter ers of the age : 11 The sandal of the pl i.s terer i s a tool 

t h.t builde shave , and i s l i ke an ordin~ry sandal . Some make 

it of i ron and other s ~ake it of wood. At the time the house 

is pl - stered with pitch or l i 1.e, t he go over it with it (the 

sandal) and s t r . ighten it out . 11 (109) 

St :me masons :1ere e.nployed, not only in oui lding con

s truc tion , but i n the .naking of tombstones a s well . R. Jacob 

Ha Cohen, in descr ibing the tombs of Ti berias , wr ote : " Upon 

ever y coff in i s written - ' So 'Uld So • •• • t he Son of So and 

So • •. . •• ua~ hi s soul r est in e~ernal life.'" (110) 
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CBAPT~R I V 

T R A D E. ~ C 0 M E R C E ..-_...;.....=-=-=-~~~ 

A. THE ARABb IN T:tk....: .. ..1~D CO.t.WE,iCE 

1 . I mport-nt Centres anu ..iarl~ets : Long bef ore the rise 

of Islam, t he Ara bs had been a co.xnerc i al pe0ple - tr-;Ld i ng thei r 

. ·ares at tbe c i ty gates and i n the mar ket s1. .. uares . ..i.ohaillJled , 

h imself, was orleinal.ly a camel driver. After their expansi on, 

business and traue .vas pur sued just as _ager l.y - ana the_, pr e 

serveu a t all times the co1n1nerce and innu::; i..rie~ of t he nations 

t~E}_)van1uished - for thi. serve~ as a me.ns of revenue . The 

su.!.'.llar l statement of Heyd 5 ives one an i n.ling of the role of 

co rune ce : " The Levant of Harun al Rashid was .:lUCh richer and 

busier t han the kinudom of Her ac l i tus anu Justinian . The ca

liphs lookea afte>.' a:iu cherhhed oath agricultur e am .. commerce . " 

The none; econo ::.y u•1der the O.aoa: ads and Abo:tsids , 

!il'though i:here .vas some natur1l econo.n;> , s i:. i~u-atea anu f acil

itated trade .lllLo. cooocL·ce . (1) The v:.st extent of tl1e E.mpire , 

f rom Intiia to Fr~nce , J.nu ~he g r adual spraaa of the ~r bic 

languase faci 1it'itl3u trac.e rela tions . In exp .. mding their em

pire, it i::. ev ident that the Ar bs !:Pi neu coot ·o"' of the most 

important coi:unercial countrias in the Ea~t - Sjria, wesopatami~, 

Persia, ana l!.gypt . Th~Y .1ere heir to all the tra.ue routes , both 

on land ana sea, of the Byzantines anu Persians - S.- ~1ell a the 
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.t)Orts of the ...1editerraneum. (2) Ho\'iever , the uusli ms were a 

vigorous r a ce . Tney improved and ext~ndeu the routes they 

inherited . They had extensive r elati ons .. ith 0t!lina, India, 

_a- abar , Ce;>-lon, an\J t::Ve1 Korea anu J apan . T11ey explored and 

c olonized ... L.t. e:istern co·~"' of r..frica t o t he equator . ( ._ ) 

Tf.e vitality of the Arabs r esulted i n the spr c:.aing of their 

coilllllercia 1 rel~tlons l'r o:n the Pa.cific t o t he ht l.mt ic. 

Another stl .tu _us b coinmeLcial expansion wa.:. the l i b

eral attituue t -ken b; Islam toward:> t he mer c l ant ana the t r ad

er . Islamic l~.w , in gener al , upheld an. type of l'/o r k - cen

suring only those Hho ;:er e a burden o i the cor:unuc.i ty . ( 4) The 

1ercn"'nt fi l l e. a hi gh <ma honor able an ... r e;n nerative rol<:: i n 

Is l unic soci etJ. Further~ore , in all anc ient societies thr ough 

the ~iddle Ages , econo~ic acti v ities - a.nu purticularly trade -

aere c~refu lJ supH~Vibeu b. the bt~te or r eli e ion . The super 

vision of tbi:: state w·.;.s l!Uite hel9ful , for it teud.eC1 to promote 

hig1 er stanaards ;·1lhich it deellleu i!lore righteous . (5) As a re

sult of st1te interest ~ntl sup~rvi-ion, eAte1sive publ i c roads 

were constructed anu maintained , briages wer e built , caravan

series ilith we .... l s nei:.roy vtere establi$hetl in the deser t s and 

1·:ilcierness for t he safet~ of mere.tan t::. c.Ln<J pilbrL1s , .nd har

bors ,.,er e bui lt and .n""intaineu for inte r national tr.i.oe . (6) 

After seve r a l centurit::S of control, the Ar.~bic r ulers - .:i se ly 

or other\·iise - put econoinics first a.nu r eli:; ion second. 
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?he c~.111.h , in ad~iti.:>n t o be!.n6 ~ gr i;:~ t _.:.ndo•.ner , 

.·as ~erson ... · l;y .:me of tiu::: gr es.te::.t "'erCn;;Jlt in the L&.inguoo . 

':he procffcts of his ett. ~e::> and ino.ustries , s .:'3· .!. as his ex -

t-::nsive p1..rc 1as s for tne coi..rt , t he 1:iL .itar. , t he ~erc:1'nt 

..i ... rine, ere .s.tundant . Ti19 cu:::.{.01J~ h.Jus.: bec:. ... e , not o n y one 

of the .-n~i!l s_urce_ c f r evenue , but 1·1a~ 3 1 so the foreign office . 

Bence, it w~s contro~led oJ th~ nobility or .en of r ank . (7) 

L:.~ tl; , the pi::.;ri.nabe to ..ie cca resu. ... tec.• i n th.:: s t. r cngt'.e •ing 

of the tie..5 ~r coJU:le:'ce betwcec t r.e va r i ou_ .Jo i.aJIJllect:m countries 

~n .... p rovinces . The pilgr im"'.se or hajj _'e:::. tea .:.'1 the Ar · bs ' 

beinr; inti:i::.tel: ac~ua inted with .l l r o':it•s , ::;tati ons, and sta6es 

of tne -us:i~ aorld . ~ -) 

.. he:'eas t .. _ ·;e_ t , uurin,g the ... i ddle Age_ , pe:-aitted 

e ch .:.ocalit~· to ueve_op ils o.m civic .ma co..l!llercial l .:iW1 Islam 

continu ed to enforce one la"' anu one s t atl'te for ... 11 pe.:>ples . 

The f act t hat I sl ..Uc te1·ritories belo.1&e.: ,,>r..eviousl) t o only 

t ;o a~tocratic fdudal s.sLe. ~iceu tb~ st~te i n it s po· ic ·• 

Local v _..ri t ions exi. t ~ , but. the .u:!r l.rnt .. as invuria y nae-

penacnt . (9) of th .. town .fh.>:mlati.:>n. 

An t:.;o:cellent pi cture of 3.."1 e ... stcr"l ~.:.r,·et i~ iven 

bj Y<ikubi in a uescrl}t i o1. of l'.a.r ··h , a wes .... e r n part of B!ighu._d 

of tr.e ..Jth ..n luth cent uries . 11 He r e ever y mere iarit 9.Il• e ..... ch 

.erc11c:ffiaise nad an appointeu str ee t a!1u t here were rows of shops 

and b~oths o.na courts in e-ch of the~e streets . But the oan of 

or.e business were not wixeu up ;;i -ch those of ... noth_ r , nor one 

.Jercha idi we with merchand i :.e of another sor t . Goods of a l:ind 
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.. ere sold only with t heir kind and men of one trac1e \·1ere not 

to be found excei:>t ,;i th f ellO\/::. of the ::.a..i.e cr:i.ft . Thus e ch 

n .rket .1as ke9t ap.i.rt an ... the inerci: .. mt- i'e:i·e divh.eci according 

to the ;nercr.andise , e .. h.:h er f t..sm·m being sepur teu from others 

not of h is 01m cla-s ." (10) 

Baghdad, the clty of t he Abbasius , r1ith its pob'ula

tion of a 1ilil ~i ..Jn .1a~ pa..rticu..Lar y favo1'ably sL :...iatea . It 

ser\aa a s the meetin~ poin t for t he c~rav;ifls of Ir a ~~~ t~e 

caravans of uie.,opatfl.lilia, ::iyrL1, ':l.!lu Afric c=. . ~u..ne r ous canal s 

connecteu it .. 1th .,h L· phr~te ... s,,st..eUl , :.Jlu the .1c:..vi5 '3.bility 

of the Tigris 1:i de It an em~oriui;i for the pr ociuc ts of the 

Persian Gulf , anu tile I n i '111 Ocee::.n . (11) Tile no.:nes of market :; 

listeu in Le ::itr~n6e ' s tre tise 1- inde~~ imposin~ . (12) The 

clothin,5 centres h-d Odrkets for c ..1ttons, silKs, tab -;, silks , 

curt.ins and veiLs, clotne .... ano turb:..n5 . Otner alliea ..,ar kets 

-.:re those of the cou ler s , reeO. \leavers , nt?edJern kers , .:in ... 

p ,111 bas1.et r:n.kers . I ts foou cerLt .. · es • e r e .:11:1.r'-: ts for cooked 

me· .. ts , fi-h, fruits , uried fruits , r a 1 _e ... t s ...nt. P"ultry . 

AL. i ed -r de , ... rts 1er e in:ir -ets ... ·or oil, soap , perf\.l.J.:.1: v.Il-1 ; itch . 

Other noteu n r kets .;er e those of the book "'I.mt paper sellers , 

sl .ve a.nci anim'll tr aer~ , the 0 olusmiths ano ::ioney changers 

e.:ch:.ngc , m o i:he :narkets for Ba.stern Chinei:.e &cods . A city 

that hau tr ue r el tions .i th Lhe ea::;t an~ we~t , t>ith India -

China _ ~ast rn~i~& - Ar~eni~ - Africa - Rus.ia - ~p~in - and 

t he f>altic 11 tura lJ.y oecame t he \'/ealthie~t Cil;)' of the world . 
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I n Le &t r · nge ' - other tre-ti ~e , at leu.:;t fifteen other L ripor

tant traue centre~ are no ted in t h e _abylonian-Per~i r\Tl l......nds 

of the caliph~te . ( 15 ) 

Hest of the east er n l ~nds , 1 3) Syria wich its i~por-

t 'Ult ~~z-ars at Damascus, Aleppo, Tripoli, i:..nd Antioch. Da

mascus , the se::.t of the Ommayaa, ,;ith its roofec. baz .r..rs (H.) -

r~tainec its comwercial ia~ortan · e ~espite the ex~ctions of 

tht .1-.. t>basid .rule rs . I t 1'/::. s f -tleu for its steel, c l oth :md 

dyes, ancr \"ia- tba centre for out f it5 for all car ... v ~11s fro:n the 

t're.J tland . 11.le)pO ser\ eu a.:.. the centre for traue bet.;een Isl~m 

anu Byzantiu.n. 'I h c:: cities of wester n ::, ri..J. - n ... m~:. :-, Antioch 

an1.. Tri_t)oli - .;hi ch .• ere .iern I s:a.lic than those of the inter

ior , serveci as f)Oint :: of cont~ct .:ith t he .;est.ern wor _d . ( !.5a) 

The cities of P~lestine - n~~elJ Jecus~le~ , J ericho , Tiberias , 

.th .. ifa , ~n. T~ re - .1ere .Jri~~ri l.Y t.· -ae centres f or e; ricul tur

al proauce such a- fi~c , raisi~- , olives, ~air) proa~c t - , $U~ar , 

:i.nci also for fine: ,;ove .. 1 cibotns of mi xeu s i ll: a.nu cot t on . Tyre 

haa cor:sideri:..ble ove_·se tr3.c..e in cloth .. , gl~--,.;a. e ana cer am

ics •;hile H- i .!'a ua., kno:m fo1 it::; se- .;oing lnous 1..ry . ( 15) 

The ::i~ rkets of E..;ypt were Ale)..ano.· i ,... ~!: .... ~ ... i ro . All 

tr:i.cie in a~ricultur 1 l"'rOl.4i..Cts 11°';. under !:yate control , :i.l tho 

it as not antire~; "' ~t-t.- ... or:opo-.. . G.~~ .. :;._ .:oolt. bj the 

;Jvern~~nt as ~ell a- bJ pri~~te ~pec~l~tion . Toe - t te of~en 

co..-;>::: t e<.. .:itn private ent er_?r i .,,e. I n th" e~r!: da:,, ~ !)f ~us_.:.:n 

cor1. .ue--c, hlex~n6ri. .. uec.ineu in i a.port nee . L-te_· it cevel-
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oped an ext en.;.ive Lr_cie tith the Upper ~ilc , the East Coast 

and the interior of Africa . The m..r t of Alexandria is ~ e~cri•ed 

by Benja~in in all it s &lory . For ty-one Christian kingdoms 

and eleven Ar abic ana ~astern nations are enumerateu as t raf

f icing ln that city . ~very nation i s descri bed as h~ving an 

in . of its o~m for its t r avelling ~erchants . The st.pl e - -Ol d 

there t'lere corn, f lax r..nu cot ... on - all of uhich 11er e exported 

to ~ecca ana to Europe. 

Cai ro competeu .rith Baghdad in splendor and we ... l th. 

It :as one of the central meeting t>l acet. of car ... v·tns ..,oing both 

east and wes t . All the shops in Cairo, wb.ich nui.1berea 20, 000 , 

rented f or froJ1 two to ten di nar::. . ...uko.davs i , in 9"5, 11as im

pres . ed lrJ the ci ty . 11 The m'1in centre of business activity 

wa~ ar ounc the ~o~~ue of Amr •••• • • Though the most ~opulous , 

l ivin5 is ch13ap ;.., tht' neces::.a1•ies .ire being ~onst-ntly i!llpor-

ted f rom all parts of the wor :d . " Na~ir i Khus r au, in lJ46 , 

speaks of the r~re <ma co~tly ware~ sold there and of t he pro

f uslon cf fruits anu veget~Lles . ~~ 

The markets of Ifrikiya ~1ere Kairo11an, Tunis, Tlem-

sen, u.nd Fez . Under the Berbers , who r eceived their inve:::ti

ture from Cairo, IfriKiya pros~ereci in a5ricul~ure , in indus

tries , anu in traoe 1ith the out!:ide ~:orld . Kairo ,;an .vas 

f ::.ned for its baza:'.l!'S a.nu carav.anseries . The shops of r.he city, 

extenc.ing for abuut t i'lo mile:. , stou<l on both ~iti.es of covered 

street . Tunis ~u K .... iro•tan e.n.enueu t aeir coilLllerce to the bou-
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d.::n ana the inte ior of Africa . lo\1oru ::. t.he close of the Gaon

ate, the mart of Fez beban to eclips e thcs~ of all t he cities 

of the northern co- st . I ts factories yroduced l ea ther , l i nen , 

soap, e s sences, ha..r a .• ar e , and bronze booa s . I ts traue extend

ed as f1r a:: the ft , .liger . (17) The i:nporta.1t ::ipani sh markets 

such ~s Valencia, Toledo, Coruova, ::.na Sevi l le need no t be di -

latea upon . 

2 . L1na outes : Islam inhe_i t ed the overl;nd routes 

of cuicient. empires . 'Iha 1 ohi1> of t.he De::.er t ' - the ca.uiel -

1:a.., the common mode of travel. It vrc.s a ..ne:.u1s of uni ting the 

empi re . itseli' ana of spr e aing Ar abi c goods in fore i gn l ands . 

A p.:..cture of t he international .!lerchant a"t the height: of Cal

iphate days can be obtaiued froill $aai1 s 1 Gt1listan ': 
11 

0 Saai 

I have one more journey in view ." 11 \'ih.lt jour ne:t 1 .., t:1~t?
11 

He repl i ed: 11 I will carry the sulphur of P~rsia to China 

,;here I h .ve he'{l'd it will fetc!l. a high :>rice . Thenc e I Hill 

t .... ke China porcel-1in to Greece , t h<.? brocade ..Jf !Jeni ce or Greec e 

I will carry to India , ana Indian steel l • .-1:.1 bring t.o r."'..eppo . 

The glc.i;s.;are of Aleppo I Hill tatc to Y::i.-1n and with t he b:::.r

di:iini o r s~r.i JeC. s~~ffs 0f l.c...Jin I wil l r et J r n to t'ersia . 

After t hat I .:ill give up for e i.;n commerce and sa t tle J}' self 

in a war ehouse . " (18) 
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The land routes , tho'l;Qh ... ~y nd r a . .iif i ed, can be 

uivideu into five broups : 

a The cross ro~us of the ~astern £mpire at Babhdad . 

b The r oad t o Inaia anu China . 

c. Tr.e road to .. 1ecca . 

d Ti1e ro ds of North Africa . 

e . The ro .ds to t.ie northern countries of .t.urasia . 

The Cros~ noaas of the East .. rn Empire : 11ith the 

- founding of the Abbasio Dynasty, all ro .as of t he Persian Emp

ire natural l:r raciiat c<.. from .Oag1.daci . Frolll t he f amous Khura-

san i·ofu.J ..,-: 1 1;h v.ent t::astv.ar d , crossro .... os brc..nt:heu off connect

ing all _f the eastern i'rovinces with baghdaci . Another road 

le3o from Bagi1dad to oa~ra , ano from thbre to Shiraz - in Fars -

"'hich was itself the cent .. ·r of many roaus . From B aghaad and 

Basra there ;1er e t\10 :>i.igrlm ro ... us .. hich leuc. to Alecca . Anoth

er im!)ortan t ro ... o from .taghdad leod to Ra kkah a11a oEA-l is , im

portant c entres on t ! e c.upllr ... tes . From t11ere t he ro~< contin

ueu acros ~ the Sjri::..o aesert to Damascus . Finn l; , there was 

tiie ro ,d from oag1.aau to ~oEul , a city .. hich auj.Jineu tlte Gr eek 

towns and wa!:. a flourishini;; .. 1art for ti1e exc. an~e of en~tern 

and •. e.;tern pr oouc .s . (19) 

The Ro .. d t o I nciia and China : One of t.1e noteo routes 

of the empire was the fained Khor asan r o t. which le~d to India 

anti Chi na . The land r i..>u te , ho.:ever , was not as iU1porta.•t as 

the $ea route for the East Indies traae . The difficulty of 

travel through the mountains of' Afghanistan a e tne sea route 



.. ere t. e pair.ts of t r :s!'.--ship-ant . :hese centres .er e :;,:s:: 

t .e -es..~s of trin~ing tne spi~es of ~he east to ~entral rtSia . 

Prior t~ tne introaJc~:on of the ~anuf~ct~re of s~lk and sugar 

in I sl~, l..!':e carave.r.. ro"'tE .. .i!.. an Ln,.iort9nt intern3ti:m.:d r.ibh-

""'~·"-J • Its i...port ... :ce ~ra .. ua 1: , :.!!!!.ni s!.eC. . 

T~e Ro.cs to -ecca : Fro~ all Isl.-ic centres - es-

:pecia:l: 5.:.g:.dad a...'la Dru:iasc us - a rteries of ~o...uer~e lead to 

t.e s~...rine at ~ecca . Th~ sti~~lus to co...1ller~e, ~e ~ result 

o:~ these ?i . .:; r!.~.ages. , has been i.nd:.catea . I t ·•a:: ci..;sto~. r: 

for all ,.il6ri.ns fro.:l t.Ile nor tr to ..ieet at C:im:.scus . . The route , 

in ..:eneral , fo l lo .ea t .. d Hau.jaz railr::>ac.. of to-.a: . After . 3 V-

ing visited ... ecca , ".a.n;, pilgri.JS er: rot:.:.e v _site1.. the s~c1·ed 

cities of J erusa. eJl and Sebron . n..'l annual f -1.!' nel.:i in J erusa-

lem on September 15ti, ,;as ::.t tenue ... b .... drcns..•ts of all 1 :-ids . 

Al L of Syria profiteu .i!ll!lle .• sel;, a.:: 3 r s~ t of its trG. ... e with 

... ecca anc.. 1:>outh Ar:.bi a . 5;,ri.l sent all t.: ;>e:. o;.~ t'=xtiL.s ~:hile 

Ara.Lia forwar<.leu. lesr..:i~r goods , aa:e:.. , pr ecious ..J.etals , ...nd 

.3}ices . The profits of this trac.e .-.ere from 50 to lO-.i% . \>-"') 

The fto;.as of Nortr. Africa : 1. .. c ~r ~a• t r 1..e "igb'.!!ys 

of .• orth A!'rica .. ere two - the ea.::.ter n and the estern . The 

eastern route lea fro.n Eg:, pt to r.s..}uan "be1·e an exc!1~.,ge cf 

br ain ~as m de for ~old i~u slave~ . The tr-ns~c~ion, north 

of tne seconc ca~1~1ct , .a- in gold - but be)o~d t -t, it as 

, CO pl' st1eo· ·o ·oa1·ter .iuci & .. a_ JffiOhn fOl' it- e x, ort o!' ::l._; IY ~ ,• • 
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sl .ve~ . Tt.. '2! ;olc o:' Sudan ·:as exc:: ...... -iie::. ~o- ~o!'::, teY.::.:es , 

r:.:; ~o· r:te:· fro:i Tr .:.po- i t.: • .: i.::.irov an , !.!1 t e .::h c~nt1..ry , to 

cates , ~Q ~orals . 

leu ~o act.i ve ~owr::erce .ii th ~Ge ne:.;aoorir:~ _a.rr.s o:' Sa...:i r:..a .. d , 

::;0'1 "'~"'' ""'a·;:. i cc·na~'e) -- ···'.e -.r_:: _s t,.. "'--"'te .. ::. _-_ . . ~o.t.•lern n""_'gJ. - ""'""'"· c., ....... ··"' .. ;"" . .. - "' 

.-::.£ as -:rad.ers ~c. :wt ..-3 co::-1.·..ierors . . .. t Iretizcnc, tne f r onti ·r 

~a.r.} of t .• e pro-I.lets of t .. e .;aspio:L"l re_ i..m f oun .. t ei~ .. ::.. to 

ti.e :Ol :::k Sea area Oj' •• :.!:er, ;i.,., r.he Ist:-.::n.:s o:' .:;:mc:..::i<:. , or by 

l~nd :eaving tte Cauc~sus after ieav!~~ :erbe::t , t :e i~_ortar.~ 
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- ;...o .. "" .,... '-"' ·- ~ ... - \o..e ?""-.·.:::..-. 
._ _ _ -~~- -- ~-· ~ V- ...... ..,.. • - ... . I 

so: 1 ~ ·l1 c- !'n 5-"':'!-.. ion o_~ ~-.. "" -_r{e ... er , -... · • t' ·c- • $' •• ~ ·· 01 • - • - "' - - v - - ~-- ;i._ _ ::.e ar..r:.:: .::>. :::e ' gli , 

coir.s . 

ea;:,tar n ~rovince~ of Is::..a::2 . l e:: , _t .:.s i-t'ro· • .,.:.::..e t: . .:.:: t .. e 

~r~b:.c ~ercha..t~ travelle~ so far . !: is evi~ent , ~~we~er , 

sp~ttec hares , ;oa:s, ~-x , !':.::- ca. s , 

:-:.st !'.:·.;e a.no. ::ee:t:., ~£1storo::u.:...a, a_oer, ._.:>rs::!:ices, .. :)!1e: , ::azel 

nuts , falcons, s .. orc~, !'.!':::oi :- , 

un.r.nown (see Radanites) . T!:e .:c::u:as.::av i '".S .. :.o n::. tut • .-ecent-

~e~~s of co~c.erce . Tne dee ir.e o: -~sli- inf ~e.ce in the n.:>:-th-

er n li:>llds .,a"" .:.::.u~ec c;, t:-.e ... e.::i.:e vf ::!'l.::..zc.:-:.:: , tte .:.:>::version 

of ... or.ao::ieaan ~ul.gers hl'!o .. ere ~lso inter- e i .. ·ies , ar.ci t;. e :.~

:ern~: aif!'ic~ ~ie- of n~ssia its~1r . ~z:) 
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. - . ...... -.:=. , ... -·-
:~ .. :'f :c~ ~ •0 •• • :..:.01 , .,, ~· · "" - ..... J t1T\'?- -··re o,·e!:U -er vel .. _t~ it~ 

lia:iger :: to the hard~h!?.s 0f ti.e .... e~~rt !ll.. the o~-:t.ai? ou: 

P- tt:LlS . 

E U!lU.:-ll ... • :he 

.:'ro:r. the .... e-.:.t~rr<c.ea. c.n .... l-.1 .. . i 

9!.d In a rJ 1t~- of t:e Ar.as 

c9.! be :.:.~t~c u..~~~ r fo r c tegorie~ of ~o..xnerce : 

a. I:~~ ... eEopatruni·. River V .lle. - Persi n Gulf tr ve . 

b. T!1e tr ... e '!th Indi. ."l .. C .inn . 

c . :he heG .:>e' co ....... er ... e • 

a. . ...e · i tc-:·r :iem:1 \:0 ~ei·ce . 

Riv tr 111 "" s ..: . "'.·si ~ Gu::~ 'fr 1..e : 

:n_ centri:, of Isl ..w uein_ i!'l t .. e atl-icr.t rivo.'r hit:;;h1 .y~ , lt 

.• a. natural for tne!>e tho :river !11.., a: s -co ~.int-in 1..t eir 

pro~inence ti roughout Isl !:lie aa,s . Tc.e river~ _1.u the .;anal 

sy ... te:n peroitt~o lit;ht t.onna_e to co..:ie fro..l tne In1.1 ..L. n t:eai1 

tn-re t:o the Bupn1·ate!:. b)' cdr ls, n" up tho river to b-a t1· ru1~

f• r:-ed to the yri&n ~arav J.ll tr~ue . The .:-Ort o:: oa0l. ad - Basr J 

co :i.nectea Islam .• 1th the verJ b~&rt of t he I n1.1 nn tr;i.ie . The 

r:ierchants of J3nghaao tLt; ~ obtaine<i t.ne sili "" of ~h:n , the pi

ce.., ana aro1utic~ of India, variuu~ tJ;es 01 wooa an- •• uc~ ·no 

t!.n . B ,,.haa ... \'1-S tne r ec.1 cci.tre of all .LO"" ... n tr ue Wltl ~ 
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its decli ne when the Indi an market was r.ransferred to the Ni le 

Valley. 'l'he other por ts on the Per sian Gulf - Si r af , Al Kat..:..f , 

£1 Ubal la, and Maskat - ser ved as bases for I ndian Oce::in tr~ffic . 

Ben j ami n ' s r eference to t he Isle of Kish in t he Persian Gul f 

bear s t est i.nony to t he fac t that t he Persian Gulf vtas the meet

ing ground bet ween the !!•er chants of India :.nd the i slands vii t h 

the mer chants of Persia . (22) The r i ver hi ghways also h:id ex

tensive trade r elat i ons with thee .st and sout h coasts of Ar abia . 

The Trade wi t h Indi a and Chi na: The Arabs had ext en

sive t r ade r elat i ons wi th the peopl es of Indi a . The Indian 

ki ngs of the 8th anci 10th centuri es were weJl di sposed towar ds 

the Ar abs and gave t.h~ Ar ab co1onists aut onomous r ule . In the 

10th cent ur y the conques t s of t he Ar ~bs i n t he northeast ar ea 

of India J.11acie t he goods of t he i nterior m,1re accessible t o t he 

Ar ab wor ld . The, e wer e t •to sea routes to India . From the Per

s ian Gulf ports of Sir af and Hur muz, t he Ar~Pic bo~t s t r avelled 

to Daybal (Dibal) at t ne wouth of t he Indus . ~ost ve. sels go

ing and r eturning f r om India or China sto~ped t her e . Fr om Day

bal the Arabi c vess els c,mtinued t nei r j ourne:y s t o Super ,-. and 

Cambay . The second route t o India was f rom the port. of Ouian 

directly to Calicut and other ports of t he M~labar co~ st . From 

there the ve ssels continued to Ceylon, to the :Oay of Bengal , 

and the Jl!alayan archipelago. A whol e string of Arab merchant 

col onists were establ ished in the Anda~an Isl~nds , Singapor e , 

Borneo , J ava , Swnatra , anu Chi na . 
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The reLtions 11it .• Chir:~, o ·"'\ th l ..,._s -- .~-~ to e e r y ~. 

of Ar .de e:q:.iansion. ..bile the Ar~b. ,-.e::.·e going fro:i the Per-

si~ n Gulf ports to the la bar C oc;st, the Ba of Be .. ~..:il , and 

Straits of !lAalacca to Canton - the ~t.ine..,e uncic-r tht: 'I'un..; Dyn

.._st.) also toor to extensive navigc. ti::m . In t e ver .1 r :.rst 

century of hr bic r ult:' , Ar 3-ic ~nd Chinese veLsel s const ntl y 

c ri s scrossed eacn other from the Chine .... e .:.eas ... o ... Ile Per s i ein 

Gulf . Canton, as t l1e centred .n .. 1·t, .va s r epl.'.lced b:, Chan-fou 

(Jlodern Hang Cho;o; Ful . The 1'"rab mcrc11ant co Lonist.s in China 

a l so had autonomous rule and o1er e per nitteu to enetrate o.nd 

tre.ue in t he intt:'r ior . An insurrecti on of 878 in the north-

east resultea in the An.liiic colonists ir.;uving t heir he"l.d.iuar t e r s 

to E.alah in the peni nsul a o .. • ...talacca . K ... l h bec~ ... e the :.nt.er-

i.ediar y station f or " r a b ... c 3Illl Chine~~ ~e:1·c1.un t::. . All t.he ~ro-

uucts of Incio C hina couh. be f :>l.!Ilu t r ere . 

Yemen , Heojaz , t.tnio~ia , an- Egypt .:il::.o h3u t.r,i.ue 

~elation5 with India an~ ~ hina . For the te~k ood of the east 

sent to Arabia a nd Egypt for s ni pbuilding , t hese countries for

\'1arded to the Orient t heir ma.nuf actureu articles . Tn" Cape 

of Good no~e rout e being tnrno .• n , ~6YPt .ith its Rue oea trace 

served as inte i·me d i :::.rJ' , excha nging the !:>cods of the tiedi terra -

nean for the goods of t ie Orient. 

Rea Sea Commer c§.: I n the ea .. :l du· s of t..rabic expc: n-

sion , the Arabs decioeu t,o bring the werc11 arwi~c of the Mediter 

r anean to the Red ::>ea ,1ithout tr3Ils- shi pment . For that purJJO. e 

the ancient canal which ran frow the Ni 1 e to 1...:Lisma in the P.ed 
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be& ~.opened . This .a2 a :redt ~el~ to tne ports of Ar .bia 

and to the Ar< tic 1.1er chants . That ca .. al graoually bt>gan to 

f lJl up . \'ihen aina revolted in 761, in oruer to reu~ce the 
w .. S 

inhabita.'1ts to st3rvat ion, th~ .;anal ,. closer:. once 3gein . 

Th. Rec. Sea traoe connected not onl:, tne .... ed.iterra

nean •·i th Arabian Wd.ters but also with the Persian Gu.d, the 

Indi~n and China se~s , ana the ea~t co~s~ of Afr!ca . In gen

e r al , the harbors of the Opper Rec.. ::,e a. ... ere not ver y r el i a ble . 

The boo.t3 sailed along the coa;:, t , ancho1·ing at night in the 

shelt1;:r of t ne canal r eefs . Once tl.ey left the Str~its of 

Eab- cl- .andeb tbe merer.ant ves sels had to be on the l ookout 

for the pirates .vho .1ere hor borell in tne 1~::.e of So~otora . 

by tn~ 10th centu1·y , the ea. tern co st vf Afr..i.ca ne~r Maaagas-

ca r had been reaci.ed . 

&owe of i..he Rea Sea trace \lent thr o g1 t he port of 

Berenice on the western coa;.t of the nee &ea . The .:nercianaise 

was then sent by c.::.ravu.r.s to the Op .er Nile to be r elo .. ded on 

barJes and f r eighteo down the r iver . Another route -.s the 

one ~bich omitted Egypt alto~etner . It .1ent 'cros. tho Ist ~us 

of 6UtZ to Fa ·an..:.sn (Pel asi•.m) vn t '1 ... 'Ui t ~rrcme...n . n is 

.wediterranean, Ret. i::ie i , and In<.lian Oce.::.n traff ..LC v1a~ 1 ri;ely 

in the hands of Jews who acted as inter .1et.i r ies between the 

Crescent and the ~ross . 



u!ec.i terranean Coiill!lerc.:e : Iu o.nti..... t: i. t;, , the ... eJi terra 

nean bouna Europe, Asia , anu Ai'rica together . Aft~r tht:1 ~. r r. 

bic con[!uest , it serve .. to :<.eep -oha.:ioedan dOd Christi9Jl 1.or h.s 

ap rt . ':'rc.c.e in the J..eciiter ranean ic.s r estrictei.. to u1ohammeadll 

ports . ho rel tions w_th tt e L:hristian •• orJ~ ~.ere aci.optet. -

vti th the ;nu teal consent of Arab o.nci Cr.ristia.n . The ue.uands 

of liv.!.ng , nov1ever. nece~sitateo t1.e use of ea.c .. others goods. 

Eere ent.red tne ro .... e of tne Je 1.s as inter mediaries oetwecr he 

Crescent and tne \.r oss . 

As the spirit ~f ~nto 1 era ce bro~e oovm, a certain a-

mount of diplo~2tic and co.:i:;iercial rel~tions develo~ed . This 

o i<.: not in any waj interfere with :he re~.;n of t he Ar~b pir tes 

who pr eyea. upon the ..;o wts of Grt. .. ce , Itul.:' , ;:.;.d Fra!.ce . Dip-

lomatic and commercial rel3tions existed bet~~eo iiarow1 el 

Rashid an~ Jhar:e a~ne . -') ,_ , .1illebala r eµo rteri an 

Eg. t•tia.1 s:.i.i' at 1•aples . In tat 3t!1 cent r~ E~;,pt ana yr:!..a h::.d 

commercic.l rel ... tions ~.Ltti the I t·~lian cit;; st .... tes .. f Sa.ier,10, 

A::ialfi , .... nci N .:tples . J..lexanur ..:. .. n te . ti ~!> found their .. cl~ into 

Ita1 y in tLis per iod taroug •. tue a.::, i it.t of en_ce . Jcnoc. 

.:i"'cie z. treat;, vf .::o:.ri;.aerce with E.gypt in the? lOt century. The 

r s. ras.terials ana sl:i.ve- of Europe were e·.;crmge._ for the mm-

ufactured articles of Isl .• 1 ant. the Orient by the repr -sa.1tatives 

of the I talian ciukes and doges . The ports of t i1e tieai terrsnean 

. ere Alexs.ndria, Ear~ .. ia, an-.. tbe ::i: rian co :o t p rt.::- . ...i?nlli::t \fas 

t e port of Kairm.an . Tunis , C~uiz , ~al:ibs , Al.neria w_re so~ e 

of the important .Juslim har.,ors in the excha!16e 0 ;: .;ooas of 
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B . THE J Ei. 5 IN TRADE; AND COi.i.t..L:.RCE 

1. Role and t1ealth of the J ews in Comuier ce: J ews partic-

ipated in the commer cial iife of Talmuuic days , a~ is evidenced 

by t he muerous Tal.nudi c commer cial ter ms . ( 24) In the Gaonic 

Age the role of the J e .s i n commer ce 6 r eatly increased and wid

ened . Towar o.s ti1e enu of th1:: Gaonate, the major ity of J e,;s 

tur ned to cow.merce ona inaust ry rat her than agr iculture as means 

of economic l i f e . The rttasons f or thi s no.t.ural cuange and ex -

pansion wer e as follows : 

a . The reasons o.lre~d) given for the r -piu exp.-!lsion 

of Ar~b.c commer ce resulted in a concomitant gr owth in co.ramer ce 

on t he part of t he J ewish ,tJOpul.-.ce . Tl e e:iergy and DlO bili t y of 

the J ews in this extensive e.npi r e Y1ith its trade possi . ilities 

r esultea in thei r ent.erin& all phases of mari t ime (;ind over l .. nd 

tra e . 

b . In the e_rJy days of Isl .m, the ~ona.uuneuan con

querors pr eferrea to be overlor ds and l nights rather t han itin

erant mer chant .. en . The lack of ..iohammedan compet ition gave the 

J ews an earl st rt . The early l iberri.l attitude on tie !'art of 

tne caliph to\·1ar ds commer ce incr""as~u the r 'luks of the J ewish 

111erchant:nen. There .ier e fe .. custom barriers and the merchants 

wer e pr otecteu by the st.ate . 

c Their mere exis tence in all the l r _e commercial 

centres such as Baghdad , Basra , Fustat, Kairowan, Tle.asen t?tc . 
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!'e~ul ted in the J e:;.s t tu.·~.in6 to co...u..erce as.,. for~ :i f ec.:i .. o~ic 

e.dec;:;or . obt:re .... e.c 1rC.S c.:l :.inbroKe:l Ci.ai.1 Oi J1;:.,_S .• Coci::.uni 

-Cies , it. was natural fo r Jev;s to turn t.o t:ni~ for:n of - ive irood . 

_a:1;. a fa.nil· .• aa re.:.a r. ives i.,.1 or.nE>r cit.:.es ,. r.o e::t. reo u-pon the 

sa.ue enterprise . !1: f_ct , ever_. Je1 l.:>oi-. .:.._. upon a Je, in,,, .rni gh

oor_ng citJ as nis brother . Tr:e ..Jerc .. ant thus .. rave.ling , on 

L:.nd or on sea, ·,;as al1,a~ s a..nong f1'.i.encis . 'I. e Jewish Uler..:hw1ts 

rP.&ui t.ra.'1s .. .i.t.te1.1 infor .... ation ·,oo~t. ..:i .. r ke t s , .:o....Jlercial poss i -

c.ilit.ie~ e-:c . The ai:.tono~vus Je.-.. isL loc.-1 r1..le , through it.s 

Bet Din , offere~ every merc.1ant a :ne....r.s of protec ... ion, le-~ c. nu 

relief . ':'ne f .-.ct that t.he saa.e l~-lm~ .... ic Gaonic .... Cl .. prevail Pd in 

all lancis .1as another boon to the coI!llllPrcial axµan~ion of the 

Jews . (25) 

d. Both in -he _u::;: i u am. Christian "or las, t?.e Jews 

.. ere knortn for their cu1tur~ a chieVeJents . The vast ajority 

of Jews could reac anu 1.'rite i:ic:·orel'; or r.ra _c :..n~ other ... !!Ilb\.ai;e_ . 

The ..1ajorit_, of the non Je11i~~ 1'0t>Ul...1.ce, on th~ other l a.na, did 

not poss.:s~ these acco.:1.Jlishi:ients . Tt.e linguistic sb.i it.:.e- of 

t~.e Jens enableu t eJ to act a s poj_i._ ica ... and co...;..!Jerc~al at:l~ass 

adors to the c~untrie. of l:.-ristenuo3l a."la the Orie.H, . 

e Also tne burde .• so.li:; a..;rict. · tural ta .. es .... C. th• 

continua r h s ,,m toe at:ricultt.ir.ist b: iDarouding troops frl.)l!l 

t~e ten'th century on .::aus"'a ... an. to seek i;.;,.sier •i. ... a.n::. 

of incooe . In Per sia, North AfJ.·lce>, auu el~ .n~re , the Je .. s 

r ::.oc. ed to the l~rge ci tie~ vhere t t.ey en&abeu in c o .. lliler~e !\d 

industry . (2..;) 
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Je :ish merc •. ant h d r.i., ,t of reC.re::>s tnrough th!> Je,,_s. Bet Din 

of B~ih~aa who co~la ae ~no that the Eet Die of E :,pt take a ction • 

. :hich N<J.::. a :>rec:ous e;.e s lve an.: :.so so.Jl~ EL ore..- boo~ s , a1110!1g 

t heir; a set of T:.lm:.ia . The!"'e •. e sent to i:;g~ }l t ·:here ni::: re? e-

~ nt .tive. :iillel b Is&ac . :. .. _e~.ue~te-. to sell the po\'.'c r nd. 

tC:.; ·~ the books ... o Jer usr. em . L 'tPr a. Nahum ·-s-_ned to •• is son, 

Jc.n.n~ i , to~ a oui.t his r eprcser:.t. 4tive o .. ed 'him . After ooth 

fro.:i ttlll b Isaac who ~ive now in Ramieh the .ount .tie their 

~ -t!:er . Their re pr ::.er.t .tivc:: in Pole-" na 1 a s w &t- · _ah b r.. • i~ah, 

tne Sicilian . The plaint.rrs , iving in Bao~ o ., ·ad a document 

a r a -m U.tJ b:, tne supr eme cour t of the ac ae i: of n &·'u-d. . T e 

1.1.ocu ent was forfia1·de to .... gypt for further procc d:n,gs a;a1nst 

3illel o Isa c •\'hO re~used ~~ rep,_. t.~e ~u;: € o .e Nahum and 

nis heirs . (.,.,) 

,mot . r f:-a.;c:ient is av<ii' able in.iicatir•s the relation-

$hi;>s of the Jews of Khur .sa ,.,. of t>-:.ghaaa , a.no also the vreek 

Jews • itb the Khaz l" ~:inudo 1. ~3c.... ) 

It is also reporte~ ~hat the ~ajorit ! ~f the merchant~ 

of Tustar \'ere Je1.s . (34) 

as the Biblical cit~ of i.ssh r , \\'as~ flo.rh 1ing Cvlll!Der~i l 

unct1.on bet.;een the E.a!: t ,....,o. ii est an. dourt es.,l> at tractetl many 

Jewisn r esidents who engagea i n trace . (~5) I~ ti co~~er~ al 

citie'-' of , .s.s i t an Ba~ra the Jews .; r ew .rith the commercial 

h S ( · ... .:::.) Al Jehuo.i, ail , tne a~tivities of t.ose centre • vv 
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tions hetweens J eNs of E ·•y Jt , l~orth Afr i crt, am .. &icil) . 

At time~ scholar invest ed t heir wou1;;:y _n coru:ner-

~1al enterprises in order to per:nit t hem to cont inue their 

stuc.ies . Nathan, the lle r c .1 n t scholar of Fust "it , \7hc ;;ent to 

OC:Ulli e t ta and l atgr bor e tne title of 1 Ee~u of the Acacemy ' , 

writes , in 1035; 11 We 11opeu to sec 'iui et ann peace (and the op

por tuni ty) to r est f r om the eariness of busines~ , fro~ t ravel s 

thr ough ~aste places, ~..nd f r om saili ng t he seas . And perha~s , 

as a result of thi s occupation, we rn1ght have some pr ofit and 

we mi ght have an opportunity to stuQy Torah. however , the whee l 

of f ortune turneu ~d we became . ovet·t;, stric :en to the 1 st 

penny . n ( 41) 

The le'lrned JeHi~h co;,w1uni t ;; of Tahert :a:s .:.lso a co.a

mer cial city of some importance . One r esponsum speaKs of a par t 

nership of t wo ~eople - one in :thert and the other in Knirow~ . 

1nbers of the Tanert community took occasion to co :.mi:ssion 

the Kairo .. an 111e01ber.:. to uo usiness for thetU also . ( 42 ) The 

re1ltLy merchant families haa relatives in var ious countries . 

Fr om a Geni zah fr agment of '/,ed . 20tn of 1:.llul, 47d2 (Aug . ·50 , 1032) 

on obt ains the hisLory of the al K~baJi fa..1il} . One merober of 

this f amily was in Sicily , on~ ln Alexandria, ano others in Kairo-
({3) 

•:1an anti Tr ipoli . Th .. fai:iily :.il!:>o h-.d connect ions vi th ...t;irsellles . 

The reL t i onship of the J ewish tnerchMts 1·iith India."1 

tr~ue is indic~teu b. an unda~ed co11UI1ercl?.l lett~~ sent to J oseph 

ben A.nra1n, of r\Clen , to J osopn i bn t>ena._.o , in tn i> t . The ,..-ri ter 



(103) 

(44 ) 
entions that he came from Tabul to Aden on his .ay to Cu_c~tta . 

Anott.er available fragment te:ls <Jf a Fustat J e. ish 

fa .. ily that h ... d ext ·nsiv e rel t ions wit h Aden , In i ., , :mo Ceylon. 
44a) 

Rel~tivP~ of the fai:iily ~ettled pcrnanentlj in hden and ~t other 

>olnts in or der to extend the coCl.liler cinl activities of the f amily 

to • r ious orts anrl ~lso in t he intPrior . 

ihl?. J e s of Egypt 11au relations Hith t he Jews of Pal

estine and Syr ia . Benj a;nin speaks of the Jow1sh co:ununity of 

Dom •scus as consist.lng of .3 , JuO fainilies . Au.ong thelll .:ere sc ol

ars witl 1vm of weal th . Th~ i l,'>ortcince of Da .... ascm. a a tr .. u .. e 

c~ntre led its 11·eo.lthy en to ent.-r that field . (45) a:nn re-

ports t hat the pnrt the J e1s pl j~ in Lcvantine tr~ e must ave 

been con .• .1..<lerable as ev uenceu b the re. !JJnsa . (4o) 

The res!)onsR al~o prove bey mci a doubt that. the Je\tS 

in the nor th African ports r.cre e, ter!S ~\·el engti5 eu in nl ci 

and ..i ir itime co.J.l.'lerce . \46) Ii is f i·t el'llOl't:. cs tablishea that 

the Jews of bpain beca e e~ceedinglj .ealth7 tecaus of their 

active co..l!llerce in slave- , silk an noney . The iianish ::1 ve 

tra e wa~ carrieo on with s1~v.c l:mds .. 1th the hel:;i or their 

Ger l....tl co-rel1g1onlsts .vho sup lio ~ t.Ot i uiJain ::n~ tt1e C lir.hate 

: ith t e necessa1·y slave 1 bor ano boa;, Wu rds . ( 47) 

Through co:wnerce wu ban J.n6 , any Jer1::. be ... tJne im-

mensely eal thy . Th.: wea l th of tne Re-h Gi:i uta r.nd the Negici i m 

of ... gy. t h ::; been indicateu . ,m outstanaing fibure of wealth 

was the noted Itn Killis wno ras v1z1Pr in 68 and who left ~n 

1:vnense fortune . (4) Another noteJ an of wenl th was Abu Sad -
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~~stern c0Ul1trie~ . ( !).) ) 

::. P.~t 

: .. :: ~e;i: Of t.hc f..Ca .. e-:-< WS.::: .·;:_pec:e1... . n • 1::.;oj:1.. •• ~UO u•' !'\ . ~ e .. d ~ I .:-G 
re orts : 11 It ... ~ ..:u-t ... r . t. .. 

u:r.g r.he j ourr.e.> . n 1..00) 
For o'lerl '11,;. t;r a'Ve~ , tw? s1.i.? -f the desert . • s u ti , -

:!.~aci; f or short or s-.:eep jcu•···"'::: , the oo ikey .:a. tho be •• - t uf 

bur·en . One fr~~ enL yep~rts ~s to t ~ e ~~c~ of :o~ain~ : " It 

:.. s 'J. univer-al custo.::i fo::.· the :!.o. uec · _s to be dire..!te..: fro ... the 

~ear, an- ~or ~he :a.nel to oe le o _n fro 1t: 
.nd if <- nr. h :: 

both a c ..._e!. a:; .... an 9,., ...... i th t.i:n, he shou..1.u en<.:.eavor tl.l stan n 

r.ne .::lidd ... e so t"'e.t the as::; .ill be in front of i.im and tile camel 



ll07) 

behind h i m. 11 
( 56) ..1er c ti.l'l.1.:ise a!lC. m.:mey ~.er e :r n.: porteu fro.J one 

countr y to anot~er on s:au:c~ . It as also the c~sto~ 0f ~erc~ants , 

t:.!)on arriving a~ tt:eir cest. i !: .... t ions~ to r epor t at once any mis.u:p . 

A re!>~onsJ.Cl of R. Jeht:oar. , t:1e he .... _ uf t.1e i:.c<:.c.e.:.Jj) st .tts: " R. 
~ - 760 .J. ? - ~JG, 

-:rans!..itt.e ... t.o &. fold coins <;;o tr1.."lSf.O!'t then .vitn .i:n by car-

.iv£!.ll - o .:;ive -;;he J to L. • • • • He:: tou•. t be.a an~ dey:.r : ed . 11-:.en hti 

~rrivec. at L' s pl~ce , he (tt.e latter ) ae~anaea of n1~ tne gold 

p~~ces and he (s) ar5~ed a1Q s ia his ~-ca lP. ba~s tore on the 

jo-...rney ~a he does not :r:nm-1 how t r.e::; .1ere t.orn uor .. h rt: • •.••• 

:.=.u t .. o •.;h :.i;on e .. t~r i"lt; L' s ,. ce , t111:: • ere ..nts _::.,:~ci . ... m •. o.t 

hn;:penet on the roan nn<l b: s_.i.a , •;,e n~ve a:r.:veu _n ;i~~ce and 

s:..fety ' .•. • . • · " (57) 

Re.Jr e ... ~nt·~ .iv~s .Jf cour ts or ac •. ,.ewie- a_so j.::inen the 

ov er l:ind car!lvans c.es21te the li;nbtl. of tr.c tri p .... nea t.be d..n~ers 

t: piCR .:.nst me& is vne JOUrne:· ::£ 

oc.mue.l ben A br :i.1.au, who c i!.'le fro..:i Ta:.:>rt in :i.ae;r eb. 6 travelled 
' w I 

fro~ there to Fust~ b t 1e ov rland ro~te , c~rrjing -5 ~inRrs to 

Josepo b J acoo b AbUl of Fustat woo tt .. S a well r.110.:n l'epra.enta

tive of tne oab lonisn ~cr:>o:~ unaer ~ . H i Gaon . The ~v::l!:lunl-

c .t.ion ft.:.rt ... cr r eports th<..t. t:e r •. a ... ~ .. sc-. f:-ue_ .:.n I fr!.ki:-~ wid 

baa transferreo tc.e legal qu~:stions •. _th .iiicc •. e .:i.. cntr ~ t~d 

to t he n')n Jev1 of the c.r-v .. n , a;:; r.e left the c ... rwan on c.c..:u t."'lt 

of the ~a.;batr., _ni..e .ai.ng tu ;.;.ieet i.t !:iUbs e .uer~1; .... . (5~) 

cr~atec ~re t .1c.ra.,hi~s fo r t ne ro ... en c;.t ho .. L . _he dar.ger::. on tl.e 

ro ... d fre:ue -r.l_ re ... t:lteo ln the aisttbi i.ty or c.1sa9:>ea:-a:ice of 



(108) 

i. . ~:...:>t:.no t • . &.t. .~ere:. n<.s t ke :!"i2 • • ..c. r ..... ou~ jo:.ir:ie· _ onl:; 

:..t .• t .. e co .. :::ent of their , ive_ . T.'e . :..r ..... t..;, l-o per ittc1.. to 

: ra n c •. -i ti.o .. ul C.ivorct: . 

!he · a r a-::i - c~ : rt.van tr ve:. i.ave r.ot be 

'~eQ . J. • • 't.. e -::- ;;e.:.s Oi' 
1.~ ·e. t :ro~ 

~:tho colu ...• 

:-e ··.:.L "ti0!1s a·-=:.. .• _· t·;.e j J r . c rv • . u ent i :i_ of Ge .. tile 

r.he o..... w.0 -:>!' nle ·ened brc d , 

... _ t .. c ..... !.i .. :· 

t e _uc .. tic. -
• e l _ t ue ... :t11n 

u~ t .... :e .. 
!'ro J _ !.'C-. o. ::.u.. ..... .. . ? .!. to... G v : 

\,C'. ) 

r.olld':, th.:..: 

11 r.Od 

., O'.l C .... i .. e-. , 
ot. its jo .. eji - 1::; 

ht: p ... :-o;.;.:tte. to co .. tL.~e r.::e - •J.·ne: or r..:>t ~ 1J- !.. - :- o ir..io. 

· ,,. t he!.'e 1- ~n~ danger there o!'? tnc ab tr., .het .. ar it l.c t: t 

he s µcr . .,iss1on to cv.1ti .ue 
. rch n order t a t no h r~ he -

.... t. r .:ettl _ .. ,::nt 
f 11 . i-- l!o;.ever , 

.. u ho lid } ., • 
·.e : us to c lculute :;he!·e ne .. ill i·e .... 'v Jn the 



l.na. .:..f he ~ lcul:.t:h .. , ~~ ... 

: .. e .. e 

t .. e __ -z:-.; .. ar.tr 

-:- ·· ? 112~ :i!. ( ·' 

: e . o· 

' I ~ 

( -o : · ·· -) ~ .. . \,. 

C!":.. :. ... e:.!~ .... \:0 

ve .l:"..n 

t .e 

, •.. 

0 _, 

""" ........ ... . . 

. . t 
!> . • ' 

t. t:i'-' ~o-.· 

(10\:1) 

•• '5. 

c.. e.: 

.. ·o~ e ure . 11 ( t .. ) 

u .. · 

r'or ::- :15 -· . ..c. or.· r e av .:..1-

.. ! !".:...;~. t.· .ce r~· t e - n 

... 
!' ::t ... .. 

to-:. Pt t .. 

~ ~ot~.: 

1 _i:i. 

... o re •c\ ~t ::> ec to 

r .. :o 

th ...... e- !':. •••• 11 \>l) 

1";e1: 

':>ro· .:Lt to 

+ 
~, 

a 

p i n to 

.. c.€ 1 cf t .·ic} e!'. on 

n-.. .. ... 11~:i n rout~ . 

... ..:: it .. 6C 
.,, ,... -... . . c J c· -

11 ( .· .. -:) .... ~-i....- • --

.:. .• t er _ ~ ~ ~or 
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the boat sails close to the shore, and whenever one wisbea -

can disembark - or is there another reason? The Eg)'J>t1n• 

(probably the Egyptian Jews of Fustat) and the vil.lage popala• 

were accustomed to lay a heavy ban on t heir Nil e and the people 

hurried to disembark from t he ~oats on t he eve of Sabbath unt11 

a rabbi among them came along and permitted t hem(to reaa.1n). 

Until now acme or them practi ced this prohibition. What is the 

correct procedure! We have never heard from our foreratbers nor 

from the sages ~ the two academies who (it •nas that) gave per

mission to remain on river crafts, neither on the Tigr i s nor on 

t he Euphrates nor on their Nile - and they (the Rabbis) were ac

c~stomed to lay a ban in this matter. And whoever came and per

:r.itteci this practice in Egypt did not.act wisely, for even it it 
(67) 

~as p:~tted, he opened t he way to a gr eat deal of corruption.• 

The rol e o! Uie Jews in sea ~rade has been p~rtially 

i:!.l:;strated 1n the sea trips o~ the Ra~anites . Nother Balbu:.us , 

L~ :::is history or C harlemagne, speaks 4bout the Jewish merc~a:it

men i.c the »editerrane3D. (68) Benjamin al~o refers to the J ew-

1sh ;>:.;naation of Tyre that owned sea going vessels. They prob

=. bly experted the tamous l')Tian ware aoci the sugar that was a

~~t 1!l that region. (62) 

I~ is evicent from t he nume:r ous maritime responsa 

acc:-et.ited U> E. l ebvc&i Gs.on, in ref:::rence to embarkiD& and U.
• 7~)) 

s~ba.rd.ng on t.:.e ~abbath, t.r.at t he ~ews ot his day •ere encaceC 

1n ~=iti=.e t=~-=-e. ( 70) fu€: aL£ifE::- of U:le Gaon to the aboYe 

~aestion is ~ter~;t!.ng (a) !or !~ :..ncica~eE :.he ~ract1ee of 



brizi&~ Jewish fooci U> the ms:rch.a.::t.s .:>r.. v~s:.el.s. Xhe J*9J• 

boarded the boats either by meE:..!'.ls of c.. laiaer or a plank. Ja 

other respc:m.sn=l, re!erence is !Lace t.o bo:t.s bei.!:l& tied CDe t;o 

other !orJlin& lano1nc briciie.$ which were used for ;;01.n& ashore a~ 

r.he riTer or sea port.s . ( 7:i.) 

Proa tbe "i;.est.ion in ref ::rence t.o preparing tor 'the 

Passover llbi.le tr~velJ.in& at. se.:., we le&.rn that on some boata DO 

!"ires •ere lit ;irobabls becax;se o! c e ~er ~ ~ or tbe 

!" e SJ" or eneai es. ( '1la) 

ll.ariti.ae tracie, as •eli ~ over ... s.nli commerce, necessi

-:~~ec ma::y har~ships on.6 Qi.ftic1=.lt.ies. The ~ers ~r se.:. 'tl'aae 

=-=..: -:!:.e l ong abstmces were ;>articu.la.rl~ seTare o::. t.b: .-o_.en •t 

z ~~ ~:::±.ants tai.:ec ~o re~ at the c.nt.ic!patec t.i=.e a::~ t t eJ..r 

rr:.7 eE f :>:::ui i ·r:ems~l• :s 1D P'ave .;. f:'icultief.. .. 72) 

C..e 

Occas!.o:: a·· y ~:..J"c:rs ~ve:: at 4 !iist.&Dce o~ t1'0 mantba 
(7~-·) 

: w..r-ey f ro11. €a::=. ot.b er. ~!:i;>:t ::-. t.~ o~ soot .s !'raa one to tee otbllr 
{b) 

::: : ~~~ !..s ~'t~ reco:-c.~ . _Le =~£;.x..s~ a.:: :> i.Dcilcate ::Z.iak t.rat-

!1: ·J:'t-,;~en :ew: I':>!" lior~ llrica:: p-:i:rt.s ~c the 5;>&!lish co~ 
( c) 

':OW!l.S. !'"~ ert-s:: :.:.-ve :::;,::.r..:::-::. :=.: ~: ~ ~ =- -1:y ::::!O lo~bt Cl&BCK Ja 



aaritiae tracie were noteO. in the .story of a tam1l7 tr• Kam. ;. 
whose members were widespread. They l ived in the ports ot &lelJwit 

in Kairowan, 1n Tripoli, Alexanur1a, Fustat, and Acco. (4) 

the troubles or a toreign merchant are tul.l.1 deacel._. 

in a reapc:msua accredited to R. Zex;i~ ben Paltoi •••• • And 70SI 
~ e12) 

asked, ll WClt into partnership with S •••• anci tb.e7 stipulated 

that the7 would n.ot terminate the partnership except 1A each 

other's presence. S. went to distant places and did busines s 

there tor aan.7 7ears. Be negoti atec with the people •or the lo

cility) and made a great cieal of profit. Then he wanted to re

turn. Ee ~barked nth a.11 that he hrui, toi : t !'.:.er with other Jews. 

~~en the7 s:t sail a fierce gale (~rose) anl sL~tterea t~~t boat 

t.t..s.t t!.e1 b~ 1n their possession wa.s lo.st . k.nc the:, took refuge 



Another responsum tells a difter ent tale ot two MlfWll 

neras .. S travelled across the seas 

ant in transporting the goods. They shared the protita ot fta'l!lllill-

• merchandise. And they both went down (travelled) together~ 

tbe7 Jmn the authorities or that road and they agreed "1t!l one 

another. 'lhil.e all was well on their Journey, an accident occurred 

to R ••• without the knowledge or S • ••• and he was bound to make 

a payment ot tive dinars to an of'ticial tor that ac ~ident. When 

they arrived at a city which was on the sea shore, they left there 

their mone7 and sailed across the seas. And when they were there, 

they deliberated about going tor their money and R . ••• did not de

ter hill from going because or the danger and said to s •••• 'Go 

and do what you can.• Ands. went and, with the good will or the 

tax gatherer, round the money. (And the taxgatherer said) 'All 

the tax that I owe tor the mo~y is given to ; ou for the gifts 

and the honors you bestowed on me • .,_,. Evidently btibing the otti-
. (74) 

cials was an excellent means ot obtaining the coins confiscated. 

The necessity ot bribing of'ticials was only a 111.nor an

noyance. The real d1tf'iculty was the seas, infested as they were 

with pirates. In the Mediterranean, both.Christians and Kusliaa 

were constantly preying on each other. The Isle or Soqo~ra 

harbored pirates who preyed on the cOlllDlerce ot the Red Sea and the 

Indian Ocean. During active periotls or war, all merchant boata 

·1iere naturally viewed as prizes otwar. A business t••'q ot 

Fustat (c 1150) that had relatives in Aden and in India, and tlllo 

•ade voyages to Colombo, t ells a tale of capture by pir ates 



( 

aad nnsoa b7 relat1Yes at home: ft •••• had said that J'Ga -

to 10 to In41a. to C olombo ••••• And he told us 

to Aden an.cl how th~ ship was captured when you were attacked ... 

how there came to yo_. a cargo ship and you arrived at Adan aate 

and sound.• (75) 

mothv reaponsum tells the tale of a merchant•• ctrom

in& in a sea disaster because he could not swim: ft !be7 left 

with llel"cbandise to distant lands across the seas. And it caae 

to pass tbat one man was traYelling on a boat with his merchand

ise and he drowned because he could not swim. And the Muslims 

and Christiana that were with h1.m were saved. And t hey saw the 

corpse ot the dead and they did not ~ing it to shore because of 

the interference at the authorities." (76) Disasters took place 

not only at sea but eYeD on the large rivers such a c the Nile, as 

can be gathered trom a communication of Elhanan ben Shemarya (clOlO) 

who travelled trom Damascus to Egypt. He wrote: " I decided I 

would go to Egypt (from Damascus) and I did not delay. And bri

gands tell upon us, plundering and robbing like birds ot prey. 

After bitter wounds• we were saved from t he hand or death. And 

we escaped seYeral times from the wrath of the sea and its wayes. 

from the Nile and the arms of its bays." (77) 

While Jewish merchants rrom Kusli.m lands were capture4 

by Christian pirate ships, the Saracen pirates raided the __.cbat 

Tassels of the Byzantines and other Christ ian powers. Ill tba l.ltla 

century, a auaber or Byzantine mercbanta were forcibly broucbt 

to Egypt as captives or the Saracen pirates. Their .Tewim 



oo-rel1&1onista 1n Egypt saved them from servitude 

be&TJ' ranacm. (78) During periods ot •ar 1 auch aa tbe •••I 
ot the Sel~uka 1n 1071 or the Crusaders in 1099 1n Pai .. um, 
all 1oocta could be easily confiscated. 

c 
ID a letter of this period, advi1e is 11ven 1D NI••• 

to the abipplnC or goods: • Ali advises Ribah (his former aan-1D

la•) throu&h Bb9.7&tor that, it he sends cotton or flax via 3&.rfa• 

the 1ovUDOr there would contiscate the goods and hand them O?V 

to the general ot tbe Jatimid army fighting the Sw1Jults - llbereaa 

the illport1Dg waa possible through Ashkelon.• (79) 

In the trade between Sicily and Egypt, disasters often 

took place. Kann reports a great disaster ot a merchant ship 

bound tor Egypt - near the Sicilian coast (c 1034). Some of the 

goods was saved although the owners were not on the boat. The 

authorities co1111anded that these 1oods be sold in auction and 

the returns be paid to the exchequer. This •as the rate ot all 

merchandise belongin& to non-Jews. Rayim ben Jacob, a Spaniard, 

and hi• son, Hiasim, the two communal leaders ot Sicilian Jewry -

saved a11 goods ot their co-religionists and had them returned 

to their owners. (80) 

One ot the civil cases recorded, that of R. Jehµdal G.an 
(760) 

and another or R. Bai Gaon are of interest. The former ••• ••kedt 
(998) 

• Be who lent his friend (some money) ana he wished to travel 

acrosa the seas; and as yet his time tor payment has not An'S.991. 

Ma7 he demand paJlllent? And he answered no.• (81) 

The reaponsum ot R. Bai Gaon indicates a more cmpl• 



relationship: tt R •••• ha .s c. ri.;;:rtner acros s t he seas . 

said to R, 1l'r1te t o your r.i; r tne:- tl;~ t. he s:houlc. plll."chase fl?-

a certain objec t. anc sen6 i : t o ms wi t h wha t ever merchandi9e'le 

sends you s. R ••• ~'rot e t o h i s p&r tner a.~u he plil'chased that Ob

j ect and h e sent i t with n' s rne rchanoise . The boat sank. And 

no~ n. saia t o S •• • tYou ~r s oblige~ t o pa~ me the amount of that 
(82) 

article, f ar you oaaseC.. me &. l oss •. • • • ' 11 The answer of the Gaon 

i: ~ this question i s tho.t i t al : .JepenJs or: '1ha t t he arrangements 

r.ere ana 11.ho aceept~d the r es pon51bi l ity. 

~ . /gs a s ;S hppkeepqs. Local V end1lrs, Owners of Inns 

& Bath=l.louses 

ge~ r our • ..iaboUL t h€ ::Cari"E: .ci -.; i e s . Those whc heC: a bit ::ior ;:; ca pi-

I:~e1"P.ini zh~ s-c:ruggle be t weer: Ra bbani t e :: enc Karaites, 

~ S\itl.eru: :::~ boz t e:.emer:t~ ovmeci shO!)S ir_ Jerusale!ll . Htnr-

ev~ , t:h£ Jtahbar..:.~~ we~~ i r: charge of s upervi s i ng the bazaars 



1089. A aect1on ot its pr otocol read: " Enabling the toll.OIJ .. 

ot each parQ- to live up to their be.liefs, enablj.Ili yo1l aD.d ~ 

to prnent any molestation, one from the other, t.n r91&Z'd to ~ 

which is necessary in the orciinary course of buy 1..ng and s ell..iJJ&• 

es they either fo l low or n eglect upon their festi.vals such m.i

ness accord.1Dc to their choice anc. f r ee will." ( e1s) 

The poorer people solo their wares in t ,he o;>en markets, 

eg. !'?"'.lits. (8') :ro eke out a livin& t her were p1r obably forced 

to stay there all. day auci returnee when r..ight had set i.n. Eence 

some co1;,lC: put on pt .• ylacteries .:i:-.:y ir.. t he evenini• (85) Special 

~~rts ano !'airs were helo, on various occasions , for s pec i fic pur-

poses . To these , Ooth the _srge ano Smai l ~erchants f ound t h e i r 

w~y . Jews were forbi "i en t o partici~ate in fair~ oesignat. e~ for 

~e:.'tile re:. i gious object.s . A responsum of E. Sar Shc.lom ben Bo;..z 

) =- :: •e e • - ..,_ .., -· " Ji.no in local iti es w:.s !'e :-air s are designated 

:':;r h ec.t:i.e:-. lieities ooce a year, :llKllZ merc r .... aots co.me there ana do 

·o-i.:i.!less . J.na when they oe;iu-t t h ey l evy a tax .J:o t hem for heath

e:: ;;i;.rpos es a..nc t h€ f air i s 'kr::own by t :S e :"l~Le o~ a pc.r~icular idol 
(Be) 

(or saint) - it is forbiaaer. for Jews t o go there ~~ do bii siness." 

Some c.rafts.iilen sold t:.eir ow::. Vio;.re .:: ~ir·ectly - 1n the 

bazc.3.rs . ~t t!'.~ poorer cr a.!'ts.a..:,:n sold their goo1:is to shopkeep

ers who eoul6 a.:- : orc t o carrr stoc~ of such goods .. Knoll'ila.i the 

role ot t he Jews in textiles, it i s interesting t 1;) note tlUs re-

SpC121Sum: " .B anti S t:ere in partner .::hip. They so1d s1:Jts in a 

store or t r:.e baz.<:.ars •••• ·" (o7) 



o--1 a nore and .5.nll..1.n.i ill llafinc.h. 55) In a:: iJ-3.bic leti.t> 

ot the 11th century sent from P .....:.est.i:ie, t.he a-:-i t.etr is So.rr'7 tba~ 

he gaYe up bis shop, and he asks t.be person :.n chsll'ge to tab 

gooe care ot it. Se sca., 11 Ana I :-e ~ue~~ ;.·ou to pw-c!lue 1'or ~ 

rtl~~ve, rZ!V)'ah• peen Vei:s for t.en <i.:Jlars ant b2.ue Veils ror 

~h:~e cil.nara...... Az:ui I request. that. rou t.ake good care or W17 

s"'ore and that 70U tultill ye>l:l" d.uty to ::ie ..-_th ~ ri6bteous and 

!'S..:.t.hf'ul he&..-t. anli the Lord rtl : hel;. yot: anC. sustain you •••••• 

~=- ~::er. ..... ~ I have spent a great. 6eal sinc1! the u.~e I let't 

t.!:e store • • •••• " (89) I!l reference to t aking of :n1ercha.:l.::ise from 

E; ~t. oreteepu on the hollcia: , one C!lO safel y j u rige !'rom the re-

spo!lsa ~:::.t Jews ~tc..ined special food shops. { 30) 

Sometaes, when shopkeepe:-s were not. a blE? to .:iee t theil' 

e:::.::s, tn~r geve up t heir shops fo-: certain perioci~; . An inte:-est-

::.~f :-espo!lsum, pr obabl y of E. N~tronai Gaon, is avEd:~ble in ref 
,5 53) 

erence to this mctt.-er: " For five 6.inars (R ple6gE!C his store to 

~ •••• ) a.no. he gave nim one zu& a,s : cieciucti on a~aiii1St the debt •••• 

'.!'bey bot.h c.greeci not t o restore i~ un~il two yec..rs were up. When 

on~ anc. a ru...:t yeE..rs 'Were i.<p, L cam~ an~ sa.ic. r.o ii.. " Lease me 

t hat store and I tlll g::l"e r o:i t h e m::iney so t hat yo1u can pay back 

S •••• ' B sent for anc saic t o B: '!·a.ke t be money that I borrowed 

from you and leave Jllj" store •••• ' (& replieci) J (io~) until l Will 

b€ recompe.oseci tor t he t wo ye ;.rs t hat y::>t:. owe me.' Anci R saia to 

him, 'liere I have another store t hat is n earby that store and 7Gll 

can rece!. Te two years' coatpa:;.s ::.. tio.o tr om i ~ •••• ' B1e sa16 • 'I "1ll 



JIDt l.eaft it f or l hav e t be l egr. :. right over that store ••• ' :._ 

G&Oll dec1ded ~a1tist the d-ebtor , s <i.yi ng, ' This is our opin1GD: 

R was not Just i ried in ~peaking to him anc t he r eason i ng of S.. is 

better, and be can' t r.&1AOve him unti l t wo years ar e over ••• '" (.&J.) 

J-.1.ab j)&Ck pedlars were &. l so known in t;hose d14Ys, .. 11-

ing their wares ill ..all towns anc.. villa,ges. .Te v.i.sh pedlars sem 

:.o hav e been mmeraus 1n EillPt anC-c ll or t t. i..fric a. PeoJ.al"s sometimee 

entereu into partnership&, perhaps because of the i nherent d&nga?"s 

of -che road" £ rttsponswn S-t t:.te.s: " It ••• S • • • einci. L left thei r 

:..:icc.::..i~:y U> c&rr_y on t rade !.n t h e villages , and &. rumor was spreac1 

:.he.:. :.he:- were lllllrder eil on t h l:l r oad. " (92) Pedlar·s who vi s ited 

;;~ct~ JlllSt hav e been ver y heavy~ .Anot her resp.:msu.n. str..t es : " OnP. 

9:: '- :i~=.vy, sn.:: hr came t::> & pi-ovioce and h£: ciepos i te.:. , With a J ew, 

; .::: :;:- h:i£ lllerc haruiise fox sa.!' e keepin£ ••••• " ( 92b.) The res p.onsUO:. 

_;,e~::.r t!.kel J~ a. l.ivi.ng: " Jt.ni.. ~-.::iu as ~eo. - 1 ?e.':.ls.rs t ria.t t NiVe l 

;. :>oi.t.-i ir. V::.:lages G:lL b.azL.let.s <...!JC se::..l broker. w&.~~e , f:c..x, wool, 

~ sp::ee s iClC -v&U: in ( i.D exc:..r..:.ge:) wcieat &nc. bf.r::.. ey f r om the well

~o-~ ~~ 'Lh€ c:: ty J ~ :..l'!'&.n.£~ ~ t n t ?. em so m~ lcef iz.i1i. ( small 

... ... <-_s::::r~- -r ..... _. r·1ci ) _ ......... iti-· -: ~-.::. :::- . ,.,..:.,.. ~ ... o " ~ , "" '"O:'"·"-• ....... o.· pur-..... ~ • .,_. ' ..._ • - -J v.J - v .. <;; ... u<;o,j ,_, 

i :.. • (~) 



batb1ng houses. Jews, in Babyl on and elsewmerei , 

these ventures. Otten, t he mere posse~sion of a favorable l~ 

tion served as an impetus tor t he J er. to c t.ange• his dwelli.Qc ~ 

int o a publ ic inn. A res pons\U! .;:;f F. . llmram Gao•n states: • (ftate 
.856) 

exists) a Jewish 1roup of dwelling~ , .. m e next t .o the other, and 

a public highway passes between them ana t hey race the publ ic hieh
,-ay in both directions. One of the dwellers of the cour tyard arose 

and closed his court and he bui l t in it an inn or a s t ore, selling 

f ruits. Can the residents of the court f acing the inn or opposite 

say t o him, •we sutfel' an inJury for our women cannot coiile and go 

'<- t till) • In the store or i nn (anybody) and e'verybody comes and 

t.c.rries .' llay one deter him (from making his h1::>me an ~on or s t ore) 

or not ••••• ?ft (9~) 

Jews often lessed t he i r inns, bath houses or public ovens 

~o non-Jews . The Geonim sanctioned t he renting out of inns but 

:iot of bath houses .n ••••••• ( ~5) At t ba pul;,lic batils <il"lu ov ans, 

:he custom of paying in aav anc e and the r eceivuig of brass admit-

~a:ice checks ws.s in v ogue. Thi :: custom was a carry- over froa Tal-

mu~ic days. The Gaon, expl &.ining t be t er m 'uncc>ineci metal' (Baba 

;.:.thra 47b) , s~ates: ' The -nterpretation of the r abbis for un

coined metal is tha~ ~hey give token(s) to t he bath house. Thia 

was the custom in those localities. They wou:d (pay) in advance 

to the owner ot t he bath hous e for t en baths, fo•r which they ..al6 

one silver piece. l'he batbowner ;r1ould give to t .he person who .,.W 



lD MTmce, te brass pieces which served as a toke11 that he ~ 

cei•ecl fro• b1a tor ten baths. Whenever he present•ad one ot tboae 

colna, he could enter the bath and bathe ••••• • •• Al:id f'urther, 

there 1• auch a custom &1Dong the bakers •••• The ballter recei•es 

the price ot a hundred rotla and he gives to the buyer br asa 

coins as tokens, and upon this is a token ot a rotl,, and upon 

that a token ot two rotls, and three anu tour.... ilnd when one 

brings to the baker one rotl, he takes t he definite quantity 

t hat is upon it.... Thus, in a similar f'ashion do ·the porters, 

tor each and eve1'7 task, receive a token like these.• (96) 

5. Txpts ot 1trsh•pdis1 Sg1d; In the previ1ous responsa 

ot this chapter, we indicated that Jews were engaged in the buying 

and selling ot silks, flax, wool, wheat and barley, foods and 

spices, oiDtaents, pottery and books. Reference may again be 

made to the Radanites who brought trom the west - slaves, turs , 

and swords - and from the east - spices and other p.roduce. Many 

other responsa and fragments-are available indicati~ng tbat the Jews 

were engaged in the sale or lands and grains, condiment& and spi

ces, cattle, orchard fruits, textiles and dyes, drugs, precious 

minerals and gems, glass and earthern ware, books and art ob-

Jecta and stolen articles or various types. 

Lands were sold directly or through real estate agents. 

The agents receiYed a stipulated tee tor their services. A rt-
' 
sponsua or a Bai Gaon states: • R was obliged to sell his land, 

and he wanted s ••• to buy it. Re said to L ••• 'Go to s •• and 



sell it to him anc I will g ive you, f or your tJ~ouble, a ~ 

sua.' !rh ey bargained bei:.ween the:r. unt.L:. the: b()t t agreeci and • 

bought i t ...... " ( 97) 

Grains weN~ sold by t he mec.sur e or in bulk . A respa119-

um of R. Jlahsban Gaon state~: " Anc :; o-u a .skeo . ... .R solo t o s •• • 
S7~) 

Khors o! tlbeat for <iinars. .h accept.ea 'tne ci.inars and S . 'Coltk 

;iossess i an o!' tbrae ~ourths of 'the r nor s an.o. re1~urned home. And 

he r e t urned to t ake awa.j t he reme..ining fourt h . . .. " ( Sb) 

.Anot her res ponsum of 'the same Gaon st~:.tes : n R sol.Ii 

a uouseful or seed to s ano .. he sho• eC: him t he house' but he could 

::?O't ~o into the entil'e house. n (9t;) The Pa:.sovt~::- bolicia. s cioubt-

.:..e,,~l:: r e st.:lt.e n in the increas e- oI t;-a6.e i.n gr f>.:l.ns. (100) 

FrOll f r agment s an.6. r esponsa we n ot e -;,hat Je,;s were en-

Ea:. st. at.es : " R s oid to 5 a l oad of pepper in E< bo; t . " (101) 

:Jr.. <- ciocu::le!!'t O.at.ed 1J85 Fust.at., ~ r ougr.. ciraft of Eln ot her uocu-

::ier::.'t :.s ~oun.C.. ~e dra!'t :.ndicete~ on agreemer. 1~ b£:tween t wo 

::i -r~~e!. c:>ncer~ •~io<l£ l::..1'1....:.c:i..e s ;)f c .::>1mnerce,, i.nc : ud i ng p epper 

ane op:.:.m.. ~J2) Pepper ~a' s!:.ippel b~ vsssels an~ boa t s t o many 

:an.els, e.s :.s evi6ence6. by Geni z<:Lb fragment s . ( 1:13) 

Jews oft en purc:..s.se;; s;;:.ces en::. canci.~ll8Ilts through a 

:ie r ett;..""!lS t h£ sin.ti part of the cof fee beans nh:.. :::h he purchase4, 

'this is his(i:' he ( ::>r -:.he:-e) remains ) • • •• posse~ssion or all the 

C:;)fiee bea::..£ M h:..s bought . lf h e is so l uccy h.~ to c .:>ae 'toan 

a.g:ree1!lent;. wi Ut r.ilt re~ :...!'cLng t.b e pr ice_, or W:. th t .b.E: help ot 



acent. wbo step in, the sixt h part remains in his posse~sion, 

but th1• deal is annu1led." (104) Mann also reports a rra&•SD' 

indicating that merchants traded in s piced oil. (104&) 

Jewa, who were engaged 1n the cultivation of orchard 

truita, diapoaed ot their goods Either 0n the bough or 1n bulk. 

A r••pozu• ot lb Jun .. ben :1a&~~ _ n 'rd ~- erkad -
(France - c 1150) 

On9' sell• •la97•sd fsa::lt• t:i» bh neigh>icar :ami:: (il) he reeah•ii 

:aeae1=tr• ht• - --· llDd r.tin• ca:n ma (the tru:iaj::: ••re 

s poll ed crr-.-the ~ft'- washed tilera away - cio .. -&e= -a.,.e= aa, legal 

r ed.res·a - or uo:tt• {lo6) Dates, which were a Sabbat.h delicacy, 

.-ere particul arly available on the J ewish mar ket d.uring the 

~Jnth of Tishri. (106) 

Jews were engaged in t he s~le ot cattle. fie find, in 

a treatise on laws or property in Judeo Ar abic, a discus s i on on 

t te selling of cat~le. (107) Jews purchased cattle f rom their 

co-religion.ists, (108) and from nan-Je~1s as well . A responswn or 

? .• NatrJna1 Gaon states: " And you asked - Ge!'!tiles bring oxen, 

lambs, and rus outsiC.e t he 9Sa"cb3.t h area ' aft~r Sabbath ( com.menced) 

or on the eve or Sabbath, and at times the (::id) bolida:; f alls on 

~he day ot t he !air •••• md it is not known whethe r t hey bring 

t he aniaals tor t he Jews or non-Jews - :n&y a Jew pur::ha.se tro11 

the~ or not?W (109) Records indica~~ t hat Jews purchased cattle 

and ca.aels from churches and monast~ries. (110) 

BTen as t !:.t: Jews wer e enga6SC. in the :na.nuta.cture or 

text iles, so also wer e t hey e~gagec in t~e~r pi.:.rc~1~se and s!ll.e. 

In C"c~yter III , Note ~l - ment ion was ~;;.de of two men who were 



SA partnerahip tor more than forty years, producing and sellllll 

oloth. One partner wrote and complained: " You "ere moat k1a4 

to promiae and sa7, 'Do not distres s yourself and endure hard

ship on land and sea without lillli.t. Sena me whatErver you like, 

and I will ••• to the selling or it and sending it; ott ror 7ou. • 

So I relied upon 7our 1re>rd." (111) 

!he •anner ot selling textiles made, pro1babl7, in small 

towns in Borth Urica or Spain is indicated in thEl responaum or 

R. Paltoi Gaon. Re states: " And you asked - Ger·mans usually 
(842) 

come to us with ih.eir merchandise in the summer pE1riod and rarely 

in the winter. And when they come to purchase our• clothes, they 

state that they are not worth anything. But when they hear ot 

3.nother caravan coming behind them, or it it occur•s that they 

have to depart suddenly, they hasten to buy and se1ll all (the 

merchandise). On the halt holidays, non-Jews come1 anci do busi

ness with them..... One that was preparing for tbem all year or 

a woman that made clothes to buy and sell to them •••• n (112) 

Jews not only manufactured silks, but weire engaged in 

the sal.e ot them. A respon:::wn of'R • Saady:ats stat;es: 
( 928) 

appeared before us ror Judgment two brothers, R an d S 

" There 

••• R 

argued that he delivered to s ••••• one thousand go·ld dinars more 

or less and they engaged in the silk business. AD.d this business 

broucht in profits." (113) Another responsum of R:. Nahshon Ga.an 
(874) 

states ••• " It is customary in our localities to p1urchase tine 

linens cheaply. And there is no merchandise that can be c<>11pared 

•1th it and we make a gre~t deal ot profit out ot it." (11~) 



Manutactured 1arments anci other arUcles had no f'1zet 

prices, Y&rf"ins in accordance with market condl1t1ons, as one n

sponaua testities: " Merchandise which cannot: be estiaated -

like 1'001, purses, expensive clothes, or gold - at tilllea iO up 

in price and at times they bo down ••••• • (ll4a) 

Business 1n textiles a.lso lead to business in d.7es. A 

fragment is &Yailable indicating that Isaac b. Abraham of Magreb 

deposited "1th Ka1no1 al Hasan in Fustat two C<:>ntainers of indigo 

dye. After his death, these ware ci.uly forwaraj~d to Kairowan trhere 

they wsre received by the l ega.lly a;ipointed guardi ans. (115) An

other undated letter (of Gaonic times) has refEirence to a consign

ment ot satfron. (116) A Genizah fragment &ive1s a few uetails of 

t he high price or sattron and all the overhead entai led in the 

~urcr.asing and delivery of texti l es - " Be has bought five hundred

~1eight of saffron from Sa• a (paying) twent y-nine dinars for every 

hund~edweight, which makes the price 145 dinars. And (these should 

oe) ci.educted from this, for leather table cloth:s •••• anC. string, 

and eight dinars and two dirhems and bakshish and. (tor) porters 
(117) 

and other necessary expenses twelve dirhems. 11 One responsu.m ala o 

has reference to the purchase of two kintars of KirlJliz for which 

a security of three garments were given. (118) 

Jews were retail druggists and also whlolesale distr1bQ

tors ot drugs. A Genizah rragment of the 8th ceintury refers to 

Joseph, the Priest, whose father or grandi"ather Nas a dr uggist 

in Fustat. (119) 

On the Cairo-Damascus highway, which ~as otten 1ntested 



"1th robbers, Jews travelled with the other 1nerchanta. .1••• 
their merchandise, the Jews bad ao,p and alm011da • (120) 

33 1n ¢bapter IY indicates that the Jews (in 1~98) alao purobaaed 

ant~ powder, valuable as an eye salve, and later aold it 1D 

toreign ooantriea. (ieeJChapter IV, Note 33. 

In Chapter IV, Bote ll4a - it is 1DClicated that Jewa 

were encaaed 1D the aerchandising ot expenaivo garments and lNl.

lion. iloag with this trade, came the trade ln precious gems and 

art ware. Mann has indicated the role ot the Jews in bull ion 

trade. The Jews purchased bullion and gave i1; to the mint to be 

coined. In Gaonic times, there was no t1xed cir uniform coinage. 

The respective provinces ot tbe empire had thE1ir individual stand

ards, eg. the dinar ot Yemen was interior in l'alue to the dinar 

ot Irall . The diverse standards broU&ht about a creat exchange 

business in which Jews participated. In Chapter III, Note 80 -

reference was made to the possession of' a tr1Dtdatone which ground 

gold and silver dust. Bu}..lion was also purcha.sed trom bankers on 

credit. (122) 

Another responsa tells the tale ot a. Jew who possessed 

silver in bullion. Realizing that the minting would be delayed, 

he requested another Jew who was held in high esteem b7 the master 
(128) 

ot the mint to forward the bullion to the mint in his own name. 

A Jewish coral dealer who was held up tor baksheeab -

a common itea of expense in the east - stated: • I paid to hla.. 



DRU tile Sicilian, a sack in which there is coraJLs , some ot tbla 

beloncinl to the coral catherer..... I have weighed, I troa. ••• 

the sack the porterage and the baksheesh or a dirhe11 •• • (la&) 

Another tracamt tells or an agent of Yazid b Muhnllab who aolcl 

a ruby to a Jew ot Khorasan tor 301 000 dirbems. l~ter the sale 

was coocluded, the Zew remarked that he would havEt willln&l7 

given 50,ooo. Noticing the agent• s disappointmen1;, he added one 

hundred dinars. (125) 

Jews were also 9Dl&6ed in the distributi.on or earthern, 

glass, and metal wares. A Gaonic responsum state~• : ft Glass 

vessels, earthern vessels, and vessels made of met;als that the 

Jewish merchants purchase trom the Syrians. And J'ews c:::.ime and 

purc!lase (these) from the Jewish merchants ••••• " (126) Caro 

reports ot a Jewish merchant ot Bdessa •ho purchas•ed the olci 
(8th cent.) 

colussus of Rhodes to break ..:p into pieces ••• (126a.) 

Commerce 1n books and papers was a highly developed 

business among the Arabs. Baghciaci, tor example, had more than 

100 booksellers and papersellers• shops. (127) Je,wish life, it

self, generated a group ot booksellers. Books wer·e needed in 

synagogues, schools, and academies. Jews were in t he habit ot 

purchasing books tor t heir homes. (128) The rich and also the 

physicians were tamea tor their libraries and t heir manuscript 

collections. (129) In Chapter IV, Note 121 - reference was made 

to a shipment ot books from llagreb to Fustat to Jerusalem. Sn

eral Genizah fragments record lists of books, occasionally Witb 



(130) 

their Pl'1Ce aarka. (130) The majority of books mentio1ned are 

principally Jwl&ica, Bibles, Biblical Commantaries, Ta.l mudic 

Treatises, Jlfdra_shia, Legal docuaenta . and decisions, Responsa 

of early Geonia, Codes, Customs anci Ceremontes, Polemi.cs, Cal

endation, Ph1loaoJ>h7. In t hree book lis~s given by ~ann, in his 

' Studies o! Jewish History, 326 items are l i sted. Of these, on

l y U ci.eal vtith seci; lar fields . · The i te.ns are in the fields ot 

!lleciicine, hiatory, philosoph}' and ethics , grammar and rhetoric, 

poetry, and mat hematics. (131) Frauoulent· misrepresentation was 

al 5o practi ced -Upon book aercbanta. If t he mis r epresen-

ta tion was in the matter ot materials or the vrriting, redress 

coul a t e had; but 1n the matter or the text, itself, there was 

no redress • (1S2) 

Jews "'ere al so engaged in t he t r ade of stole:n goods . 

I n s ec ~ions wher e Jews lived in comparative s~fety, eg . in Baby

lon, (from the 8t h to t he 10th centuries), the Jewi sh authori-
(133) 

t i es denounced. to the government all Jews who bought stolen goods. 

But, as t he gover nment became decentrali~eci, and robbe:r y and 

stealing was t he order ot t he day, trading i n stolen g1oods was 

ligitimatized. In order that the wealth or t he original owners 

of' the 6oodS be not utterly d&s troyed, an insti tution 1was estal>

lished which gave the owner of lost, stolen, or robbed propert) 

an opportunity to recover his possessions f r om the Jew:i sh buyer -

upon his paying back all the expenses incurred. In No:rth -Urica 

such conditions were quite common, as i s eviaent from 'the responaa 

" 



ot tbat ~ec1cm. (134) 

All merchandi se, whether in caravan~ or aLt sea, wu 

subJect to seizure by pirate- anc br iganos . The booty was t hml 

sold t o Jews, as i s ev ident from the: f o 2. lor.1ini re~r•unsa: " A 

boat that s anl: st sea ana Gentil eE r escueC s ome: of the merchan

dise, or a cara~an which was a t t ac.6eC:. b:; armeci brig;atids and the 

loa6s and merch&ndise or Jev:E. v.-ere &J:.OU6 tt .. em. Theist Gentilef; 

sole thet merchandise to o t her Jews . Tht owners re1cognized the 

:i:::;::-::: riane.ise. Is ir. r :.ght for the omer to t;ive t o t he purchas er 

:.. ~ ~oney he expenae ci ant. t ake tne: ob.j e cts or not?" (lz.5) 

6 . a. . S1ave Tr@de - in the g abi.c Wor l d : l s ::.e:..::. took ove::· the 

:..:-:£t.: :,u:.::.on a :- slavery t ro:r.i :,he a:l ciePt e:m; il'es . '.!'h t con ::ue~ ts 

J :' t.b~ f...!" a. =1s anc the cor.t :.nuous rai~s o:" t.oe 1'edawa. and pirat e£ 

f::"E: e. ~::.- .::.nc:s:.seC. the: s l ::.ve popula.ti:n... :he: or fW...:. ze:. ~1 vr.:. 

-:::- .:o.:. ; :;.::- ::rr:.:.ec: t ·:.: .lllu.sl i :r. r.orlc .::. t t e:. s t e e: c:· su_r. ;, :...y :>f slcYe 

:.. ~ 'oo::- . 

Elaves nere tr~<it.ec ~0.:7 :r.• tm:ir ~u.s.: ~ . .:n Wf>.~ t.e::rs 

~ =-:.:.ougt , c..c co!"C.ing to :..~•, ~!J.ey we::re r.::;n =. :.~ e:-ec of, c!:>;tt.~j a:io 

:J:fe:-:.or ·OEing.s . Tb'° ==- -::.re p:;,i...:..;;_ce; 011"!.&"- :.. :.. · v ~:. . :':.i.~t the 

~:..c:~€ f !.r:..s it. ::;!::_!-:!.c..::. aD.C J€~!.:..r. h :.>m<; ;. f ' <;;!'t: :JOt S€Xll~ l l) &.t 

-::.f; 6.i.sp.JSL o~ t. :...":: :nu <.E::-£ , c.. :. e. S:>i.<r ce "J~ c:m !:: ~<::n~ won.oer 

~o 4:.h~ »u£limf, . (lDt) ~ ~~La ·· -·~i~s~ ~ rr. t : ~pe(. , til.E: st~g:E 

:."":";~cn"!lc t o b;:~ Cf; :.. :;-:;:J.c~-:. of : :.. ~ -.'!:! :. ~.:.. '=1->JJte.:ez .• \Jf L~ 

;t:~-v: '-~e.£ am:. ~ooc ,. r:.u-~ic .:;,;;. t. 1'~ '-.:J."' :.c..:: pI-, .ta::.:LL;. were 1.1.ppo.1Jlt

e~ t..o b.1£!.I p1e..c€; o~ ;iow;;r ~: i.'~ u u.... :r.:.i •: .:.. :~ n : ;.>'1~ti.tm ~ 

ei'ti~ ~ quite Dl2.tll€rOl..b ~c. ~ a<ner.. c :..:. ~<.t. :. .:..t!.e· .. , 



aftltto upriainas. 

The slaves were of two type~ - the white and the bl8*. 

The white sla"Yes were useci a s the p~rsonal s ervan.ts at home, 8Dll 

often hel.J>ed their masters i n tra<.. e anci colll.lllercia.l enterprises. 

The negro sla"Yes were utilized primar ily for manµ.al l a bor. The)' 

worlted in mines, tilled the soil, dug t i.1e canals, and were used 

also for purposes of prostitution. The black s:a.ves came froa 

Nubia and the interior or Africa. Both Benjamin of Tudel a and 

al Baladhuri report the annual slave trihute rendered by Nubia 

to Egypt. (137) '.rhe slave markets for black slave~ were Egypt , 

South Arabia, and North Africa. The ordinary pri.ce for c. black 

s h.ve was about 200 dirhem. They were often pransported in lots 

of l JJ or more, being linked and driven in chains .• 

The source of sup9ly for white slaves were - Europe , 

pc.rt~culG.rly the Slavic re.,ions - Centra Asia anici Syria. In 

general, t he Slavic slaves were preferred t o the Turkish sl~ves . 

'I:.ie noted white slave markets wer e t he regions of' t he Oxus and 

Samarkand, Prague, and the Mediterranean ports of' Provence and 

Italy. From t he Spanish s lave marts , c ame most c1f the eunuchs. 

The price of a good looking white slave v1as about; l,OOO cinara. 

Io t :Oe lDth century, t lle charge~ for white sl01ve~; went up consid

erably due t o Byzantium ano Ar menia 's closing theiir doors and 

thus shutting off a great source of supply. 

The profits in slave trade were cons1deirable. The 

better ciass were sold throug li private dealers. Huge sums ot 

money were mede in the sale of female slav es who were al.so 





place began to be taken by the Am&lfi tanl and th~~ Venetians. 

The latter tended to exclude J ews from t heir conit act with the .. 
Orient. In 964, V&n1tian vessels pror.ibited the carrying ot 

Jewish paaaeD&ers. In 992, all Jewish goods were boycotted. (140) 

The Jews 1D Spain, 1D the 10th cent i.;.ry owed t heir wealth to the 

profits th.ey made 1D selling ~1 .ves to the c&.l i phs .ror their 

, body guards. (141) 
Kann has indicated tha t , a l though a ccms i derable number 

of responsa are avai l abl e dealing with slaves, only a few refer 

to the actual buying and selling of them. (142) Per haps the rea

son is t hat the maj ori t;y of slave tr&.ders were l n t he dist ant 

markets of Prague and the Volga sections, and t he relationship 

of t he Gaonate with those distant ruarts was not ver~ str ong. 

However, the fe l'I available are prvof of the f uct that J ews in 

Muslim lands played t heir par t i n this trade. 

A responsum of a. Nahshon Gaon (874-82) stated: " Peo-

ple in our localities are accustomed to purchase slaves cheaply, 

and t here is no better tracie for t het11 t han this:. May (those 

slaves) be sold at once (without being initiate~d i nto the Jewish 

faith) because only one out of a hundeed abidesb: y the f aith ot 

Israel at all (which they recently accepted). We obtain from this 

trade a great deal or profit." The Gaon, in h'.Ls answer, permit-

ted this trade. (143) 
.Another responsum is avai 1 able indic1ating that the Jen 

were engaged in the sale of •11..<..:u~ ..u1ci. sl9.ves . It reads: 
11 

.Tewa 
\.•...,) 



.. • , ~11e· o: _nae t.11. rm 1 



'1Ga ..S fl'Oa 8111 Ola1JH or ObJections on t he part oJr the Jdlll 

uKl tu JdDl4oa
1 

and upon him there i s no brJl.lld or 1any an ... 

be 1• cleer ot all detect• and or &11 scabs t hat aay appear r. 
a period ot tour 1ear••••••" (1•9) 

!bat deoep~ooa were occasional ly pr acticed in tb• aal• 

or alaft• 1• .n.Amt troa the responsum ot R. Hallshoin G,001 ,874) 

" And )'OU Uke4, OD• aolcl a ala't'e to his nei1hbor a111d be waa 

detect1T• 1n aneal Napecta (when purchased) !roa the oriiin

al owner. ii• aeoand aaster healed him and he sai d t o the oriC

ina l owner, •GiT• ae a deduction !or the la008Y it C()St to c ure 

him - an amount equ1Talent to wbr.t t he expert merchirmts of blem

ishes will as&i&n•' The ori11nal owner sai d to the second, 

' Take the money t hat you gave me and return unto me the sli;.ve •• l" 

The Gaon decided t hat the original owner llU&t pay andsaid : " Be 

who acted improperly and aold him a ~laTe that wa~ defective and 

cieceive<i him and ci1d not advise hi•, he ahall allot. him an e~uiv-

alent deduction· " (150) 
In Jewish settlements or outlying dhtric:ta, teaale 

household 1erYant8 were &.n absolute n~cessit~· (1501~) to keep the 

dauchter• and w1Tel troa having to asaocb te with diaaolute ele

menta. In a reBponaua or R. Bai Gaon, one reads: • And the J .. a 
~98) 

l1T1D& 1n tbos• localities (tlemsen) are in urgent need (or tho .. 

alaT••) 1n order that t heir aons and daughter• be not forced to 

CUTJ water frG!fl the wells on their shoulO.ers and to go to th• 

public n•• along with t he Gentile di&aolute teau1•l e ala·n1, 



(13'7) 

(151.) 
a:il d angtll'·· 

From t b e same respo~ sur:. : it. : s eviceL' t.bat J ews were 

not. permtted t o &aintain lt;;.s :.._i ::. s~sve .:c c..r,C: "'~r e- forc t~d , in those 

.:o='.ID.i~ie~ n e u 7lemssn, t:. pl.:.rc! c. s E: .:,r. _: - hr:.s1,iu.. sl~ves. The 

~esponsum ~eacis: n line :ou a~~~l , I~ p~ ~ct~ ~ne:r e je~s cc.n ?Ul'

~tsse .:ml : Christi an f emue slav e&, an - Lt.be t: pe i s prevu ent in 

:l:;: lo~tlitie£, anL t.h e nanJe•~ p£;r t..i : t.nez:. o.ccorlitii. t o their 

- --"' ca::no~ pa cha.s e ~e- ex cept. in secr et ant rit. l:". Ciange r • • n (l 52) 

!'"v e.:: iL -:.b t:- earl ier o..a: s of r. . ? e;l.t o : ~ 64.f;- oc) , t !:H: ires ::ionsco int i -- (155 ) 

~ t t ~ ~~o.' ~~~ Jews ~£;TE no-:. per rz.itt S..:.. t c ~av~ ~oha.IIiliiJeo ar. ~l av ~ s . 

-: ruz-r.eC tl3'V-e.s u the: sa:ne: f a &n :;.oL ~s t.ne:· ci.::.~ tn~i.r CIWL chil 6.ren. 
~, 

..a' "time; , the! ~-er. ennus:t.e:. t.ne:i-:- trcsi:'le~ E &J'f;i:i!'S ~ the h and£ 



(-ei~) :tn "'ths slav-e ••• 11 (156) 

:J"Bflish ~a"; .f'-0:-:ba.de -.:hE se:n1<::.~ ::re la-.:itin'£ of 11!a'Stel'!S 

w:L-'th --then .:fi!mc.1-€ :slav-es. 

p i-o-; -=:r. ni1L 

:It i:r:. re -::..~ :!!:P~.'- ~ .mazm ii'!f!l'-<- ~~1-' .....-'D£ :;::n~ -Zh£ ~ :._, 

:Z~ :la~~ ~011.w.· " l;tt;:d:L ~i:e-u 7.t'-"- 'nm !lan£ -z!':H~ .n:f xnm.. .. 



!.n the •ay of' the Sabba th i n s t.H ui. · on . ThE- ma s t :er had to gift 

Sl av e his due ,l"SSt . W'h.etber thE S :i. .VE took advanta.g.e Of the ~ 

" ba t h institu~oo was & m.:: t. ~er w:::. t hi r. t.hE sl ... v e ' s J;isdict1on. (Nil) 

Je\\'ish masters manumitteC. t heir 51,.v e:c . Oft.en the mi:tster.s &dopted 

the Roaan cus:toa o1' f'l-eeint t hei r s :ic.ves , e i t her be'fore or 1.-e

daately a.t'ter thei,1" ( the master' s ) de&th . An or &l decl ar ation 

!:le.fOl"e Witnesses Qy the mast er in any languace w;as a ll that was 

necessary in .settin,g s. slave f r ee. The ~T.:. ting •Of a bill of 
1 82) 

emancipc.tion was £ secondary s t ep in the proces~ of manumi~sion . 

:omet.:.mes, t he slaves purch&s eo t heir own f r e ed,"lm b 1 .~-: ing a 

f~~;.i::. c:.tee sum !'o:r a number of years. 16S) The .Je..-i sh mPthod 

o:' manUltission corr espondeo with the gene r s: pra 1~ t.i ce of manu-

t..:.ssioL current in A.r2bic socie ty . (164) 

Kine t.ree tment of Sl '<ves d i ; not r est;j t i n th~ ;:i ccept -

::.::. ~€' oi' t :i:ir lot t :.· .s.11 sl&, es . Occe. sionall~ , the~ fle<i - par-

t::'.. cularly 6.t:.ring perioos of oisord e r. lt&rl.J o f the s..J.aves t.hst 

e::i6eavore ci to go.in their .rreeoom •ere doubt le. s :.~ r ansomed or re

purchc..:.ed by t.b.eir former owner s or their hei r s . (185) 

7. Jews as Billkers: It is an es t a bl ished f act that pro-

fessional aoney l endi?ig developed primarily in r e sponse to the 

neeci or consumptive credit of both p r i v a t e ind ividua ls of hi gh 

rank ano. ~ public auth~rities . (166) In t he expansi on &.na de

Tel opm.ent or the liuslim Empire, t.he s t ate and munici111al authorl

t.ies were ill need of r eaO.y cash for r esula r and special venturea • 

.ifost c4 their tunas ca.me f rom ts.J.e~ an11 cont r i but,ions, a s •ill be 



H,~ 
J.Ddica~e<i in"aut chapter. However , thes e: moneys were inlNff't-

cittnt and the authorities r esortec; t o obta ining credit rrom ~ 
vat e bankers. The private e n trepreneurs in agJriculture, indu•'-' 

and trade were likeWise i n con s t ant neeci of re;:i.d y c a sh ror tbei1" 

priva~ Tentures. The . r esorted t o the pr i v a tte bankers of the dq 

f or .loans and Cl"edi ~s . 

The available fragments an~. thE- nume'.rous r esponsa indi

cate that the J'ews, in Gaonic times, nl s o pla y1ed a par t in the 

banking wsiness of the day . A responsum of R . Hai 1..1uestions 

whether coined gold i s to be considered as mon ey o r &.s merchan

~ise . (166a) In Chapter ~V, Notes 122, 1 23 - i t wa s indicated 

tbat Jews 001ere specii'ically en.gage d in the bu] lion trl'lde . It 

is oecom.1.ng app arent t hat, f rom Par si;., to Spai'n, the Jewish 

bankers must have played a considerable ~ol ~ i n the busines ~ 

activi ties of the time. In Bal)ylon, two Jev1ish banker s , J oseph 

b Pinhas anti Haran b Irmam, wer e in partnersh i p (c 900) . At 

one time they f&.rmec the truces of Ahwaz. It i . reported t ha t 

tbej' lent .a Wezir 10,000 din ars. The Wezir Ibnt al Furat reporteO., 

in 918, that he owed that fir m 700 , O::>O C:i nar s . Th e Jel't·s of Tvs 

tar were a:Lso engage c in the banking bu s ine$S . In ~50 , the gov

ernor of Bagndad, before he escape e f rom t h e 01f.rshes, r ec•dved 

the ne cessary funds froru the Jews. ( 167) At •tedt in most of the 

s nops of the money c hangers 'lre r e .:.n Jewi sh hAJ1d s. »ukad8&s1, 

in 985, repartee that in Syria most of t he bankers and assa¥&ra 

in coins were Jews .• (168) I n Egypt , there ex:Lsted a guil d ot 

Jewish bankers. (16; ) 



(lG) 

In Chapter IV . .1ote l38a1 reference was made to Abu 

8a&d Ibaahim of Cairo who sold a slave girl to the harem (cl040). 

!his Abu Saad and his brother, Abu Nazr Harun, were the sons ot 

Sahl ot Tustar. Abu Saad went on long Journeys and acquired ~are 

and precioua obJecta • Abu Nazr Harun was a banker,. The people 

deposited their Taluables and savings with him He 11lso acted in 

the capacity ot an intermediary merchant, ie. a brol,er selling 

the merchandise ot Ira& and other countries. These merchant-
(170) 

bankers were widely known, well liked, and acquired creat fortunes. 

There are s everal other fragments r eferri11g to the Jew

i sh bankers of Fustat. Daviu Ra Cohen b Solomon loaned Is?.ac b 

Abraham of Magreb1 in 9671 600 pieces of silver. The l atter 

pr omised to pay his debt oo David in Kairowan where:, presumably 1 

David was bound on business. (171) In appealing foir contribu

tions for the Palestinian schools (c 1021D) re•eren•:e is made to 

Nataneel ben Aaron, the banker, probably of Fustat. (172) In 

10351 one hears of a banker, Abraham b Sahlan, who 1was both a 

scholar and a communal worker of the Babylonian coI41nunity in 

Fustat. (173) 

Bankers, as 111ell as physicians c ~ee Chapt1er V) I were 

the l ay leaders of Jewish communal life. An excell1ent picture ot 

the collUIUllal activities of a banker is given in a r •esponsum from 

Tlemsen forwarded to R. Bai Gaon: n R who 4welt in the province 

( ot Tlemsen) and was known as the elder of t he cong:regation and 

leader in .all matters, whether in matter of charity, or fine and 

lose collected from the community, and none 



he did. Re was known for his grea t wea.l t h and lbe was head ewe 
shoulders above everyone else in all his oeeas. And he had tWID 

sons. The elder carried on the busi1. e$$ at hom1e with his tatb

er• s money, and he ate at his father 1 ~ t a ble. '.rhe younger, nm 
he be.came ot age and was able to do bus iness acJross the seas, hi• 

brother gave hill or the money at hc.n.: <Ulci he •rei1t out to do busi

ness." V.ben the old banker died , the elder triod to do the yo~

er out ot his property . In the arguwents, it i~; not ed that the 

banker dealt in caravans of silk , and carried on traae in tex

tiles and also engas ed in other enter prises . It i s also evi dent 

t !1at his household was well furnished , ~aving gc1la and s i lver 

ve:ssels and other things of splencior. (174) 

People who had some money often invested it with ba.n..'kers 

or otne::- entrepreneurs so a s to h av e a means of income . Scholars 

fre"'uently liveu on their capit 1 . Natan ben At1r .. ham ( cl::>40) , 

;. s :1e was pr.:>ceci1n5 f rom Kairowan to Pa lestine, entrusted his 

capita: to some people in oroer to be a ble to l ive ~rom the i n

come and thus devote hims e:lf entirely to stuciy an ci teaahing • 

.iiowever, his capital wa s : ost and b e fiaS _ .... e;ir ive-.. of everything 

in fact, even his family was c e t a ined at Fustat until he could 

pay his ciebts . (175) Anot her Genizah fr&~ment reports another 

loss and fraud in Alexa..~dria (qll50) Of the thousand dinars 

which the man gave to his agent , some of it wa s invested while 

the res t was either lost 1n specul.;.tion or stole:n out?i.ght. 

The agent claimed t hat he was not responsible an1ci 11as prepared to 

bring the matter to a Musl im court where he would win the caae. 
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available indicating t hat interest .... as ch :ir geo. at the rate al 

two dinars per month. (180) 

One responsu~ indicates how men with c apital entered 

into a banking partnership. The amounts put in were in the ra

tio ot 614; but, in view ot the f act that t he! one who put in 

less money was the active po.rtner, the profits• and losses were 

fi.xed in the proportion ot 41.6: 58 .:3. The res•ponsum reads: 

" R ••••••• became a business partner of S and a deed •as issued 

and these are its contenta Ji obl igated hi.mSe!J~. On this day and 

this place - • - - !\ transterreu to me :31 000 goJ.d ( ci1.nars) on 

C;)ndition thats ••••• shall add to t hem 2 , 000 dinars ••••• 3.lld 

1r::iatever else he shall have and he shall do baill~: ing ·ousiness ~d 

o'ther types of traffic w1 th t he:n. And whateve1r pr ;:ifi ts shall 

be ~ra.nted from Beaven, R ••••• shall ta~e frolll it 2/6 plus t 
from &;very zta, and s ••• t he remainder of every zuz and t he re

mainder or the sixths. In a si:.:iila.r manner sh _:a t :-.ej· cii v ~de the 

lossas •••••• 9 (181) 

B~ers, in making loans, naturally expectec good se

curities or collateral. An undat. ed Genizan frc.gment refers to a 

Qerchant, Il:n Ghurab, who ~as in dire neec of a l oan. I n endeav

oring to obtain the mon ey from the bac~:er, whc> wa s or was not a 

J ew, he a·as prepar ed to s ell t he re~in and th4! tar'tar t!:lat he 

omr;:d . (182) 

From a responsu.:n ~r rt . Saacy a ~aon, it is evident that 
328) 

t :ie value ot the secl.4.ri t ies ott ered ;vas ratheJl" in.6.efinite. amt 

'that t he bankers were also subject 'to exa ctions on the part ot 



the rulers. The responsum reacis: 

S •• •• tor the 288 dinars t hat he borroweci from !:dm and be paU 

him back part of it. Later, he gave him a Jewel as seC1ll"1.t7 r., 

ten dinars, and he pa i ci t hem bac~• . Now ii. demancis o.t S. that be 

return to hi.m bis securi~ies for he wishes to pay the r nainder 

of his debt; and S. states that all t c.e first securities a.nQ tbe 

Jewel were lost when the king s eized h im and robbed all that he 

owned. Furthermore S.states t hat t be s ecur!.t 1es were not worth 

more than a hunO.re<i dinar anO. R. ch .ims that they were worth two 

hundred dinars; and S· states tha t t he Jewel was not florth more 
(183) 

tas...'"l tour dinars and R.argues t hat its value was ten ainars • • • " 

Far~ers, in order t o obtain l oans from bc.nkers , ruort

gage6 t heir fields , vineyards, and also t hei r prociuce. ( l 54) 

?oo~ cour.try pedlars, who haci no secur i t y, obt ai ned credit fro~ 

.::r.~me :; l encers ty agreeins t o pay t hem bacf. i n t:i nd. J... t t i me!: 

t~e value or t~e pro . uce ros e, b~t t be creaitors r efused t o t ake 

:r.or.e~· for t oe loans and insis t ed upon t he!..r ;>a:;-:z.ent. :.n acc:::ir do.nce 

;-;- !.. t~-. !.t e sti;i~ :;. t.i~as ~d.e . li a:. ..:.r a.1lj- t.i:e Gaon condemnetl t.h.i s 

~ s:.u-i ~us pr~c ~:.ce . (165) .hnot.:.er pr ac:.ice conde.i:.net OJ the Ge

:>:i1.lt .. as the ;.urcrase of ;iroc:..:ce f or s pecula tive purposes in 

or der to raise prices and gain contr~: of ~~e ~~et. (186) 

a . P~rtn~rs~i;~: Par~~erships ~ere co!lllOll 1D 

all bus iness e:nt.er;ir1ses, .. ·t:.e~r.:r bc~ween Jews t heuelve• or 

between ~e• and ncn J ew. ~e c~::.:::.ercial reiationshi~s between 

J ews an~ non Jews 1 ~:1 be di~~ussed 1n Chaptttr VII. 



Partnership agre~e:its ser e of t•~ 't;t ; e s : ':lr!e l.o • nieb botb 

part!lers invested ::10ney, eit.:.er :..:-. ~ ""u :,. l or uue :.t;;,a:. ~ounts; (191) 

the other• 1.n which one :11eU10er inv :: ~ted. -=a;..i v.. ::.. ~ • u • alleat 

p'.il't!ler. while the ot her irc. s t ·,. ~ :,.ct::. v ~ p~u .. <::r • 1 't.o ez,-er i mce 

agr:ements were broU€'bt bd'o-r~ 't.:_e Bet l:i.o f ,or t:ert1!it:o.t~on md 

~ere al.so t.erlrd.natet there. (l~~~) 

I::. z:..2:: ~r: -
( , :. • .... - 1 ... ..... ..., . ; 

:,~ f"'~!·e: t, .. :; .r~ :. ~ t : '""; ·-~ ·!.. ;.. 
, :.. ~ ;,:.) 

t,;;..~- ?" ".: -;. :: _ :>~: -r:: 'tt .. ..!'"!. -Y!;;_!"~ ~-:.. . 



business he does, even i f he receiv ~s otner fund s with whicb t;o 

do business - all ac"iu isitions v1ere t o be ..iivi dHu equally." Cl-> 
A responsum of .n . Sherirt. Gaon tell s the t a le of two 

::!68) 
business men. One gave 150 z~ hllt. t h e vther 50 to the busiDen. 

The one •bo gave the les ser amount naE t he activre partner . In 

view of the fact that the silen t vartner di e".. not pay n ia any 

wages for his labor, they agreeci "t;o s ua re t he pr·ofi ts e .:!ually . 

When the day of settlement ca.me , the a ctiv e part.n er cie :.aanded a 

; r eater share of t he prorits for his l abor. The cour t deni ed h im 

~.i s re .:_uest an-· uphe l d t he contrac~ . (191) 

A. Genizah f r agment refers t o n µa rtnerbh i p U. o.tec.i. 1 Tebeth 

t~E first 1386 (1077 C • E. ) and which ~ds to be termina ted 

_ a r .ieshvan 138~ (1876 C. E.) T!-. ~ p-rt ne r s r.i ;; .-.-a ::. b~tweer: t wo .uem-

:.:-9 :-~ :0.2 ::;n~ pa.r t : 1li t h another part:r . Eac ri part. ~o receive 

0 11"- neilf uf the profits of t he joint business . (192) 

.u.any res pons~ are availauls r ela ting t i:> t he c ;,pi t - i 

experienc~ t ype , wherein the pr omoter r e ceivea 1/3 of t he profits 

:.n:.: t rte exect: tive 2/ 3 . (193) t>ome "t; ime <; t be eYec;1t :J..ve ad.d e<i s ome 

of nis own monej to -.:he busine~ :;, , bu t "t;ha t clici no t a l t ber the gen-

erc.1 r atio of prof i ts ano J. Osses . (134) A v a r .l..eition of t he g en

er~l t ype i s noteu -n a resp onsW:. of R. Sberir a Gaon: n R_ trans
\ 36&) 

mitted t o S.the :llann.gement of funci ~ on carna tion that R.rece i ve 

2/3 of t ne profits and E. • •• one third. ~ In addi tion) S • •• was 

t o t ake wages and susten ance for his l :;bor ••••• n (195) 



{148) 

irnen two c.e!l enter,?\i int:i =. s; :tn~rsti;i , t ila.t d!.d riot 

lm?lY that theJ could no t carry on other b~:ines~ r :lationshipa. 

l respons um ~ R. Paltoi Gaon r e.:. it es a <!a::: o: ·Nb.ere ,;ne 93.l"t::ier 
S~.2) 

::i ~:-!'o.r'.led a business transa ction of hls J •• -:i :;.-:cor d , si.."l.ce there 

.T;t.S no coa.di.tion against it :10.v. ;irofHe..: t !!.e reo:: . ( 196} 

In a res?O?lS\Ul1 Of a. ~aldj ~ G3.0?l, one business pa::tner 
·") - ) ':J - ..: 

.:i.:;de s. s1m.1.:sr Tenture s.nd .:.ost . His 9~tner refu sed to sh3.re 

t~e l oss. ( 137) 

r~ere •e~e tize s ~hen par tners aad iif'f ~re~t views re-

? ~.:.toi Gaon, t~ere is a record of one p~t.:i2r's sand~ ~oaey 
\ =~2) 

a~ross t~e s:as in op~ositi~n to tae ~i~he<i or t~e ot h2r. (laa) 

: J cake car: ~r t ae business ~h.ile t ne ot ner, tC-2 c~tsic= ~in , 

:b-=s -'to see :.r &J.l was w~ll , or uae foll owed the c t '.'..er' s r oot-

Ste;is becaus~ business ~rrangements uem..:.nJec it . ( 13~) 

s : ipul~ted s a.:. ::._7 ::in c"'ncitio=-- t!"..at c.e bec.'.l:ne tne tr3.vellin~ a -

gent for the fi~m. (20J) A..:lo tha= t=ll3 of a falli ly t hat lived 1n 

K~bes , ;nd the ~ne partne r sent ~erc~ar:dise to his bro t cer- in-la• 

who resided in ::ither lands ~cross the s ea::. . 3usiness .ras carried 

on b7 constant ~oai.;iunication . (201) ~ot Jnly di~ th9 f 3.mi l y 

senci its members t o forei5n strands (se; ~n~~ter rv Note 43), but 

individuals 11viag; in a.:.ffer <;nt cot,;ntrie:s f ound. it a::.vantageoua 



t.o establish pc.rtner ship$ . .. l "". r e port ci&teci f.ednesday, 12 

~asan, a.t Fustat \ l Oao) te~l .= c:' busines ::ie~ of Baghdad and DI•• 
cus sbo ent ered into p;.rtnersr.i. wit._ ::> tne:- p9opls •••• ( 202) 

I t has been inuica t.e_ tn::.: p,,. r tner s hi 9s "er e for a def'-

1nat e per iod and coul .... be t~rwin~t.e~ v•o .. th~ <i!:'r "'ement o: both 

p.:.r::ies . "" r esnonsum of ii . ? &.l t o:. s·i<>~ks o: two i ndivi c!t::s.ls w!lo 
. 842, . 

r.er e ~ pE..rtnersh i.' fo r c. perioc:. c: f ivs yea.r s, anc: r;,f o::i e .,a rt-

ner desir ed t.o enc the agreement b&f or fr it~ ermi~~t.io~> be w~ ~ 

~ - ot- !'ineC. one hlmar &c.. dinar . (20S) 

- ::r e - 1 - • ,._ res~onsu_ .. . !\ . Sof n_ t.f 
:-..034 , 

.., ca =-:- ar,. _ -: !J~ Ot.be: .:: __ 
C'.:'€:-- i t,. . i=" r=- ,; 

hnot.h-~ a: ~ . 6~=- sn~loc 
' cu. ::. 

•~ I 

. 
1 :: 0. o.,.....:.. _.)=- ::-tns: vr..-j: ~:ilc 

nu~ u:.. ~ !"" .. "~ :- t.ne: v.·r, - -.ol~ 

ere.:.:.. . .:1£.C:. sam;; l o sse=- . Tn :: :>t.::€:- s - .... 1i - fr;,: s'-::.li n~ or. 

suo of .n. 5a a -y =. Gc:.g::. t ell.: c.: on pa::-tne:- whc fur'iish e c tbe eep
' it2:i 

i i:;a~ i:.o 1;wo otner ~ "o:· c. .:;t~.P~ l "l tsi .. r .; t i:- of ~>rofi t. . Afte:- the 

,.> li"!°tn~-rsn.i ,.. .nae. oeer. dissuJ v eo. t.m e-overnment confi!><!a teC. all 
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waa 111 aack:. which were co"Lmted an.d r eco:;nizabl e . Finall.7 ~ 

were counted and the;y to"Lmd one missing . R. s a i d to s. ••• •Where 

i s the 111.saiD& ·aack!' Be replied , 'It was in t he :?lace where all 

the lllQ'CbaDts put tbeir •·ares. Now t hat spot was n o1t se1z~ bJ 

t he k1DI nor b1 al"lleCi robber•, nor uas t her e a breadUi there.• 

Now R d.eM&Dd• ot s •••• that s ack or its e _1.ivalent 't'alue, tor it 

was the custom ot broker• to t ake a stipulate<i tee f~or the ser

vices t hey rendered t he mercb int s . The Gaon answer uci : 'In thia 

c&se, S.1s held l i abl e without doubt, tor he is a tulred wa~e 

e:.rner and the l flw i s that a hirecl msn UJUst pay for all that i s 

s tol en er l ost belon.i in& to his ~hRter •••• w ( 209) 

While in Chapter IV Note 208, it is evident t L&t t he 

:.ger. t hcid t o concur wit h t he merchant a~ to the pr t ice - 1n a r e 

$ponsum attr i bu t ed to R. Ba i Gaon, t he repre~entc.ti1V'e we:.s &iven 
a:3e) 

a f r ee hand . The merchant could hc.ve recours e to tlhe court it 

he felt b15 agent h~d double · crosseo him. (210) 

A r esponsum of R. Nshshon qaon t ells t he t ale of two 
( 874) 

partners 1n Ifrik1y&. Jne crosse~ t he seas t o dispose or his 

merchandise and had n.::> It.ck. \'11lereupon he hired an agent to aell 

t he goods in the inter i or. The ager.t , it appear s , disappeared. 

When the partner returned t o Itriki ya , he was held liable tor tile 

leas ot the warea. (211) 
ConcOllitant with t he devel opment (:lllQ exp~1.nsion ot tl'aM • 

waa the rise or t he power or a t t or ney . Mer chant s f~ound it neoeaa

&Z'J to &1Te authorizations to people t o do par ticuJLar bita ot 

work, such aa the transfer of money (212) or the ce>llectlOD 
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between people be not nullifieci . ~C. we aE;re e!c5. to judge such 

matters according 'to t ue commercial cod.e of me!rcha.nt s - neither 

to add nox detract •••• " (217) 

In many localitie$ , eg . I ncih: o.n<i Ye!men, where coinage 

was presumably stable, tl::e J ewisi::! ::;;e:rcho.nts of' Sherira• s ciays 

wer e in t he ha\tit of countin€ instee.c of weig t:d.ng money. ( 218) 

As has been indicaten, busines~ men t r avelled f r om one 

country to another, anc5. they o.ften ci::Z:.ngec the!ir resicience . ( 219) 

?;o:plf- ;:,n the road wer e re~uirec t.o nav e per :::i .ssion f r oIL t he ai;.t!:o r 

i-:ies1 , s.e ,eap~ • .iv~ote 55) h11HIHh~~'§xx:v 1v-n-P 

~-u11Tpttps;::%11Xjg5q«· 5;~~~~:.tl!GP:~Y.~ 

ti!n:-::kxmI'1ti:llYJJUlrlSriQ';(..i1f:,::~i:B.TKK'tEwrti:l:n;:;~:~.~~n::&~-

ll: U.rmriuienll;erb:'x'i§cEXIU'--,~'JLQ:t ~::U:.U•:..~:xtU.::-~K. 

frww >&ra••lii•! xC•riC•rvcftte1 The fac~ t.Dat msrche.nt.s 'tr~vs:leo 

-: o fore: i gn st.ore~ dici not per Jiti t tnsm t..:: 6e.:.s.n1C. : a:--mer. t in s.d

\::X.ce or -:!le r e ceipt of specie.::. gu::.rs.nt.ees . o:~2l) 

The usu.D =iocie of carr~·ing ::in busine:ss tran.s~ct.ions was 

~::_ --che:r tnrou;r:. per .sons or ·:;usine;:.s :::ornmunicat.i.ons . (22la.) 

3usines ::- corresponcence ~~~ r.r~srd r-r.eC. ·cy ;:>a~ r. o::- ·by means of 

t.r.,.C.ing carav...;:.ns . Tne r.rc:.C:.~g c::.r<ovar.1.s ;.;:. ssHci "i:i.rou,gt. distant 

communi;:ies only u::.ce :: yec.::-. (222) :!:ls nec"O:ss::.~7 of kee ping 

::J i i:Jus:illess correspcn:lence :.£ ev.::. 6.er."t f r on. the :o:lov.-:..ng tale: 

R :::nf S , who were r el =.teC. <.!:wol;.gt. f=' r.- : ly ::...f'lt : ;!lrougt °l:msiness , 

liveC. in differ er:t comnr::.es . ( .2;:>;:.) .:. ~ter re!tm"ning from 

c.broa~, mru:r ye~s l:: ~er , ii_ :.e::.:=.ncieC. o: s_uin saic to him, " Gib 

me til€ v ;;:.lue of my ;n.erc!:..:..nC.:'..se . 1 5 , r etcrtea : 'Your letter 
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(' Loans: Alspecia l 9'Tit wa s i s sued in a.11 c~rdal 

relations dependent upon t he gr antin5 of l oans an,ci credit. the 

essence or the deed was Talmudi c , e xcep t t hat t he stipulat.icm n-

5ardin8 collect.ion on mova ble pr operty wa s a lso g:r an ted. P'or 

fuller exp.lanation of same see Chapter VIII. Tbe deeci contrdned 

a def'ini te descri.ption of the t ;-pe of mone:;· lent. . I n t he o:-din

ary note of inde'ttedness , the creci t or c ould r e '.!u.ire payment upon 

demand, though it was unusual t.o re~!uest paymen t befor e thi rty 

:ia;> s . Usuall y , the t i .me of payment wa:::. ciefini t e l :y s t at ed . It 

w~~ fu:- t her indicateci t ha t t he amount was t o be r epa i c in t he pr e -

senc~ of witnes~es ano receipt ciemandeo , or t he not& t orn , or 

recei ;it.ec on b<.ck . t t.7.S -) 

(S ~ort.gage Deeds : People pawned t~eir land ~ '3.Dd es

t. :.t.e~ w:Oen tney neede d f uncis . Tn-o ancien t Tal.fuud i c f or ms wer e 

;ir eserveC. . The first. was t: seO. when t he ::.and or :n,ovable ar t icle 

was giver.: on::.y as a p :::.wn, a .$ an c.s s uranc t t ha t t he debtor would 

.ll':W:e good. . In this c ase , if t.!le t i .me f or payment c ,..,me an~ the 

aebtor dil n ot make gooc , i t.s usufruct was a e duct ed f rom the debt. 

In addition, t he condit.ion was ~acie t tat t he creditor could do 

whatever necessar wit L the pls~gec lan~ in or aer t o receive back 

r..is ciu-'3 . ( 2366.) Tn& otner t ype of mor zgage daeC. 'was one in whic b 

t.he debtox ass igned s ome of hif; pr opert.) t o have t.he amount. ciue 

collect~u. The lane belonged ~o t ne debtor unti : t he t i ae ?t ~

ment. 11' the debtor could not p~y t he cr edi t or co~ld sell the lan4 

without ami:mncement or bici s , S. .$ be wa~ re :_u~re6 to do in the t~ 

er type. (206b) 



(6) Sale ot Notes of Indebeedness & Title Deeclaa 

Por the expanaion ot credit, people doubtlessly found it a4T81ltao

geoua to ue the abcne mentioned instrument. The method waa to 

deliver the notes to the buyer, writing a special deed tor tbi• 

acquisition. the ea!lence ot the sale was not the1 'deed, but all 

the obllgatioDa which the note contained. The sE1ller ot the deed 

also· indicated that he would not recant nor call back the debt 

that was sold and, it he did recant, he was obliged to pay the 

buyer ot the deed the loss incurred. The last clause was necessa-(237) 
ry because, according to law, a creditor alight cancel the debt. 

A responsum ot R. Bila1 is available indicating that 
(896) 

a note of indE.btedness had precedence over any other account. (238) 

(7) Receipts of Settlement: As indic.ated previously, 

special care was taken in receipting payment. When, for some cause 

or other, the note of indebtedness could not be returned to the 

debtor, a special receipt was made. This was done lest the cred

itor demand payment again. Usually, an ordinary receipt was 

given indicating that payment was made, and t hat the deb* was can

celled. (239a) Sometiaes a special deed of settl•ent ot all 

claims was given. (2a9b) If the debt was only partially paid, a 

part~al receipt (239c) was made and transferred to a third part7. 

Anoth1tr means of settlement was by a Deed of Reuaoval wherebJ the 

owner reaoved himself from ownership of any obj•~ct . (2a9d) 

~llftead ot complete cancellations of c~laiu or debt, 

there wero also compromise writs. These were i:ssued when an 111• 

d1Tidual had received a specified 
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ot purcha•in& th• proteat writ. (24ld) 

(10) CollectiGD Jlotes: The cOAmercjLal ccmtraot 

also prcw14ed tor Tarious types ot writs and 11utana ao tbat tilae 

creditor ailht ..oeiTe back the money he lent. All the toraa S.. 

d1cate that tbe creditor was covered so a s to 1ancourac• th• 1~ 

inc ot crecl1t 1D general. The entire matter i :s uite coaplex amt 

only the barest outl!De will be toucheci upon h1ere ~n this stud7. 

The ti.rat thing an individual di d when ~e dis cOTered 

that he could not pay his O.ebt was to tinci a guarantor who would 

~ss'\l:lle the &Qoi.mt or the debt . A caaziantor or bond~ma.n ~ight al-

so be required at the initial 6r ant1.ng or the 1 0&.11. Tt11: guarantor 

in general assumed t he uount or t be l oan in case the dettor de-

f~ulteci in payment. (242) 

.lt times, the credi t or Cli6ht d ec<?.nd, instead of a gen-

er~l guarantor, one .. ho would assU!!le: the debt unconci.1tional l y . 

The unconci~tional ~-uarantor would ~ree to be sueo first in case 

or ~efault. (24'S) A res;>onsum of a. liahshon G;aon is available 
,IS74) 

indicating that the uncon6. .i tional guarantor 1:> helu responsi ble 

tor the debt be asswn&d . (244) 

In case the debtor ref u::eo to pc.:. t h e l oan, the covt 

came to t he aici of the creoi tor in the collec t ion or the c!e'bt.. 

lhe court, in 1 ts assistance, :r.~C: e a cii s t1.nct.1on between the 

free and J10rtgqed property ot t he iettor. I :o t a !.e the deb1iall' 
• 

ha.Q rree pro;>erty, t he court iss~eci a wri t. perm ttin& the v ed1'-

to trace the person's prover~y tor ~he pur~ose of seizur~ - '9 



~ - :lrc:. e : -:;c 



:,7-s:.~~1: ;re~~~'Xi. o~ ;.: 2 i;~:nn..:: !' -::-_;.: ,_ -::::..~~ ,. 

:~r.:.e are !.res"'t.ei ~'?:' ~ii.r:T :_~~~=-~-; .'.:..~--=~1E> . 

~·~s ~ 

: .• 1:--1 ~ 



~ Q all- .:iL the .JS.S .:.n ~he '-, i.rtl r.1.fe-:-of : sl3111tc 
......._ 

ffie.!3. : ta u ::.bs .;ons_sl idatae 

: icials ;ere c.on- :i4;_li:ts :m.::i ~~.sy .;e re ~te 1dmi.:iistr:ltive spacial::.-
' 

i s ts ;; f t he ~ay. ? e rhc.ps :;r a ve r • s s tc.tement i s :-i.ot t herefor e _ an: 

exa~gero.tiol'l vhan he s a ys, 11 '!'he ;;:yrians A.na -i;he J ews -Nere - t ha,, 

t eache rs ;Jf t he Ar :.bs i..il ~ h e a. rt vf .;:.diri.Aistra t icin a s 1¥el l a s . Ln.; 

e conotaic s.nd teclmic~l , s c"'...~ntific Jethodolog1; 11 ( 4) 

CaGer .t he h.bbPts i ds, the-1iuslim::.spj:~:tt tlaraened . ~ 

so, th~ migr atien of t he Jews . ~o tae~naw ctti~s, and. th~ 



1D •altb tbl'oueh trade and comaerce resulted in thEtir haYinC 

greater power than the rural populace. (5) Naturally, J18D7 toUD4 

their •&7 into atat• aenice. The growt h in the nunaber or noa

Kuslia ott1o1a1• 81111 their power r esulted in periodjlc restrict1Gll8 

and outbreaka qainat the dhiaun.1.es by some fanatic 1~ulers, eg. -

Omar II 717-20, Barun 808-809, Mutawakkil 846-861. 1(6) DurinC 

these periods ot stress, many a Christian and .Jewish otticial 

was put out ot ottice. But, when the s torm was O'f'elr, those otti

cials were welcomed back tor, as indicated, the adm:Lnistration 

depended upon their knowledge and skil l to carry on the govern

ment. (7) At times, the caliphs themselves disobey1ed the very 

laws they enacted. (8) 

Under t he Fatim.ids , particularly the early ones, Chris-

t ians and Jews were to be round 1n the highes t as wel l a s 1n the 

subordinat e offices ot the state. (9) A poet .vho was envious ot 

t he status of the Jews then wrote: 

" The .Tews of this age have attained thei.r highes t 

hopes and grown s trong, 

Power i s theirs and wealth, and trom tl'llem i s chosen 

the counsel lor and king. 

Men of Egypt, turn .Tews , #advise you f~or the slq 

has turned .Tew. 11 (10) 

In general, as the centuries moved on and the Calipbate 

disintegrated, the dhimmi!f no longer held the posi1;1on he had 1D 

earlier days. However, even i n the east, towards 1~he clost ot Uae 

Gaoaate, the records indicate that dhimm"i.es were f'•:>und in state 



senioe - mch to. the chagrin ot the zealous .Muallaa. (11) 

The number ot Jews in state service 1J&n probably tu 

greater than the number on record. The reason te>r this is ttr0-

tol d1 tir•t, 1118111' Jewa adopted Arabic names and hence their po

sitions, qua Jewa, are not recorded; second, thu historians, 1D 

writing about the non-Muslias in ottice, mention merel7 the .gener

al tera, dbS•Ses, without indicating their partj,cular religions. 

The precarious autocratic ott1ce ot thEt w~zier, estab

lished under Abbasid rule (12) is recorded to ha1re bem held by 

four Jews, two ot whoa we e renegades. (13) They were (a) R. 

Paltiel (b) Jacob. ibn Killis (c) Sadaka (d) Amin b Ghozal . It 

is not necessa .. •y to make mention of t i'ie Spanish Jrewish high otti

cials, t or their work is dull covered b7 Graetz •. (14) 

R. Paltiel rose to great heights under the tolerant Ca

liph, Al •oizz. (952) This was due, perhaps, to his help in con

quering Egypt, as is . indicated in the semi histox•ical work of 

'Safer Yuhsin•: " And after that he (al aoizz) trent to war against 

Al'rica leaving his brother ruler in Sicily. R. F1altiel went up 

with him and there he conquered and his name rosE1 to ever increas

ing heights, and he became vizier ot the caliph si.nd his fame 

spreacl throughout all the provinces." (15) 

Jacob itn Kil lis rose from the positio111 ot commercial 

agent to one of power in the Fatimid court. (16) It was sa1cl ot 

hia, •It he were a Kuili.la, he would be tit to· be a vizier.• (lT) 

Later, in £78-91 he became vizier under al Aziz aind held tbat po

sition until his death in 991. Though renegade, he 



"' •• 

f 
~ 
~ 
~ 
1..1 

~ 
Ill 

1; 
u 

~ 
lft t 
11• 
• 
r• 

.~~ 

... • .• • ~ I' ... 
If It! 11 P • 

-~ 

'~ M I' 
'" 

•I• 
~I l . ~ ~ . u 

!fl "' .. I• I I~ , I r. :~ ... , .. 
D 

•1 ~ r. ... 
I• lili ••• Iii 

l~ 
I'• 

t I ~ 'I 

~ .. , I :t rt ~ ~-
I" .I 'ti t • j (~· ~ 

I,, u " • l 
'" fl• 

" ill , ... 
.I '.. "d Ill 

~ 
l'l "' r·.. t I r.: ~' ~~ II \) I 

•• t I I/I 1 .. 

~ ~ I\ '' I'~ ~ 
~ p. a ~~ ~ ~· 
11 , f ~ l1 •! Ill \~ ... ~.. Iii 1, 
l' j~l I' I '' 

t t t I I! 

II ' ' , I • I'' 
I; r I I! ~ " 

ft· ~ ti "' , •. ,., . ' t' I .,, . . . . ..... 

~ I"'' t I ,, l! 

. ff')' " t" . I I I 

t i H I· I· '"' 
\ .I I' ; ~· 11! Ill 
ll " u . ' " J • th ,,, • .., 
•I 'I ti• !'' r 

'" u ,~ I ' 
"' " ., \.! I~ 11 ~ f ·· I'' ,, '-' 

I ,e_ ' I• f l l ' 

H ' 

t: ,,, 
,, 
~ 
'" • . 
'" 111 ...... 

1.· 
,, ,. ,,, 
•I' 

I
,. 
" .. 

t• '-',.t ' " ' 
t I I" .. ,. f., ,,, '•.• 0 1 fl• 

'" ~ ·~: :" '4 tJ ·~ 
1~. 
I ' 

r. :1 
~ 
It 

!I) 11' I" ~ I'' l" I" f I ti) K • 
" i·· "' r , . .. ' " ' r•· • •• t• r, 
I
,, 
~' 

~ 

,,, 
li ~ 
H a 

t ~ 
'l r-~ I~ 
r, r: ~ 
t..t f 

' r~ ~ 
!'! 

L: It 'ti 
~ f \1 \ • t • 

l~ 
IM 

~ 
11 
~ 
I~ 
•• 

' '"' I'' 
u "' "I ~ 

~ ~ I'; , .. 
l~\ ,, 
11 

'" f. t 

"' ~ 

,.:· r. 
~· ill lb ·~! 
' .. •u ti 

l~ t H "' .. 
u ::r 

f l' ,. 

' It , .. .. , .. 
I ... " • 
lr"I 
I" 

j J 
I" 
I; 
• l 

I•' .. , .. 

1~ 
.'f 

'' ,,, , .. ,. 
l;· .. . 
d 

~ . f 

t:I 

~ ,., 
l'j 
f,, 

4'' 
~ t j, 
\l 

11 Ill 
l!' .. 
tl• 
14 , ,, 

" ,., 
I', 
\tt ,,. 
rJ •'· «:' 
'" 
P.. 

I~ ,, 

. ,, 
••• R .. 
l'.1 

'" 
t
o 
\• 
1 . 

I~· 

~· I, 

l;· I I 

-1 ,. ,, , .. ,,. ., 
t>-1 
11' ... 
( ' 
Ii 
! " 
I~ 

~ 
fl • 

I~ 

~. 

~ 
tv 
(,1 
!" ,l; 
....... 

'

ti .. 
'" 
l'j 
t: 
•• , . 
·~I 

I" ,, 

:·1 
I~· 

I'' I 
"' 
p I 

'" "I 
ti• 
• 

ri 
I
,, 
" t1• r; .. 

I I 

If 

~ 
. 
• 

l''· 

F 
r,~ 

r.; 
u 
I ~ 
!'' ~ 

"' ti• 
'U 

' ·ti 
I t 
I~ 

u 
h~ 

J; 
,: 
'" 
'1 I · 
'" 

., M, 
U• 
I I \ I 

tJ I" I • I 

P • " .,, •iJ 

'" 

, .. 
•J 
' J .. 
II 
'f .. 
u 
I..! 
r ' 
I°' 

II 

f1, 
fJ 
" n 

111 '~ •" r• 'l_. I" ~ 

I t ·~t , , " ' I '" ' li ' Iii _ ,,. 
lJ .. I " H 
II' 1 t1 ttJ b ' I 

, , ~ ii 

~ n· ij' ~ 
H' r~ t!· b. ,,, ~ " 

' 1~: ~ ~' ~ E' l\ 
~~ ~ ,;~ i~' l I ~ z. •.. ~ ! 
~ " ~ " I 

F. G· n , ; • I t .; If 

'.'' I' I'' 

i,,· ~· ~ '"' .: r f "' : , 
• l%. :\ •!! f? i ~ rl 
B' t;; I~ : i~. - ~ r;, Fl 

It! I ' " • "' ~j. 
1 1 ' ~ JJ "' P! 1..~ r; "' ! I I) 

~. u'" , 11 II I'' "' I'' tJ •• 

r~ ~.H'~ J~ 
r.! ~, " 

'" '1 t1l ' u • ' ,,, 

~ l"l I" u h! " ' .,__. I" ~ ·· t1· '1 fl• .. JI! ' 
I ,,. P- " • P, r t 1 '" •' . 

"' ~ 
!'J 
t'\ 
~, 

~ 
1:· 
n 
~ " 
I" 
I' 

·~ · ~ 
~, 

,J 
Ii 

'• ... 

'-: 
I
' 

1 tJ' d \f I l ' '" o •. " 'I ,., ..... , .. ! l . . I" 
" 1 , , a • • 
"f '' I" u " 

,. tJ' ':4 
I"· tf ti• ., 

o I'', 
:1 .. 
11' 1

" 
111 '--' 
If (fl 

·~ n. LI In 
If f I ' 

,,. 
f' ~· ti• 

~ 
~ 
~· ~ 

P· 
IJ 
I 

~ I' ' • I I 11 ~ 
•• '" IJ' ~I , ,, 

'" P • no O> 11 

r; ,., 
• • w rl 11 ~ ~ 
,.... ~ •p 'U Lt ' c t 

! I I ' (I ' " , \ti 
,, 1·. I'' ,,, Ill •...; I "' 'U I" ri 

"' , ,. IJ .. • • ., 1 

, ~ H I~ f~ /'!· 
t;J ' "' '" l t " d 11 Iii •u 

·u ~ ~ M' 11 .. 

H " t:· u ,., ~I '1 p. ,. I ' 

I,, ~ ti\ ,,, 
~ • •• , , , fl. 

'" .... 
" rt I i ' l l 

'" JJ 
H ~ i 

II 



Is lrtas r llal .. ~l• • so (88•) 

lecau.e ot their l inguistic , coamopolitan nature, 1 ... 

were ottm tolmd 1n dipl omatic s ervice . He.run al R1!lshid utilta .. 

a Jewish ~ 1n his transacti ons w1 th c bar lamlignt!. (23) M"oses 
Cc 1050) ,_, 

b Joseph Um Eaahld.d is recorded gs hav ing been a rn1!tmoer ot the 

~aibassy of Sauon Ad Daula which urived at the P'a. t Jlmid cour t ot 

.:~iro to obt4ill help 1n pre.serving E>ici l y for t i...e M<>or s . (24) 

It :.s also noted that J acob t.en. 3.'le ; r a , (3th centurlr) • :i.s sen t 
(25) 

07 3. .ausll.n ; rL"lce to India t o ~ .... o ct.ra cer tain j:j.Str cmo·ni .:: 'i l .vorks . 

i!'lf! " alti:ly 1 e >'i3 .rho were f 'l.:tors in t he .; a, 1ph' s C!o·rt. Fi r .st 

: :e:·e .vas tha Resh Ga l uta , t hen t he cour t physic1 :in ~; - .-:1.llny :>t 

.vho:n ;;e:-e Je1 ish , :md the powerfi;l '•ealtfiy bank<>r g :i111rl nerch::ints 

At the beginning of' the e'i5hth cent ury , it is r e c o r d1 ed tr~ ·J t the 

.; cha_ars , Furat ibn Suhna ta and .joses ben Is:-'\el , bo•th or lfhom 

:iiayed s re.a't rol es ~ t he cul tural 1.ife o f' Kur a , wer· inf" ue'1t1 "\. l 

~ ~ctors ~n the court of the c :i~n . I o the 10th century , 3ahl 

:.:m ~atira and h i s son a.·- reco r ded :;s · -'iv : ng i n fluence Tith t he 
(28) 

~aliph' s court , ~nd a i ded thei r orethren 4n Ba hdaa ~onsicer"lbl~ . 

SL'lce t he wealthy courtiers a i d not :i.ctm~ l :· .,<i.ke <t living -roni 

~he court , it i s not neces sar 7 to ex. htiate f ; rther on t his a spect. 

On e e lement that had gr eat i nf l uence at the cour t 1as 

the financial de partmen t -:i f the ca li9nate . I ts helld a t ti1ues out

ranked ~he vizierate, llld i t s loc~l t~x collect or s h~d a grea t 

1eal llOPe 90wer t haa t he ~rovincial offict ~·s . ( 27) In t h is 



aspect ot gover nment l ire, Jews a lso particip ~ted • ...... C11:J> 
appointed a Jew, Musa , t o be one of the two col l ec t ors or !"9t'81111ee 

Ibn illa, U1 1Dtluent1al Jew, is r ecorded as f ar ming the t axea 

tor the state. Be ... so wealthy that on one occasion the Caliph 

borrowed 1001 000 dinars l'rom him. ( 29) 

The Jew, Sahl b Nazir, wa s a ta~ co: lector for seve r al 

years after the death or Kut awakki l (e 850) which was followed 

by a lengthy period ot anarchy . I n this t r ying pel'iod, the J ew 

was a bl e to keep his office by being per sonally he l pfu l t o the 

several cont ending parties . (29a) 

In 975 J acob ibl Killis , whose ear : y and 19.t er history 

11ere noted i n Chapt er V Mot es 16 and 16a, 1as desi.6na ted as gener-

a l land adminis t r a tor together vlith As lug. Ibn Ki llis ~bolished 

t he tax farming system. These men were so ri i ligent gnd indu. t ri

ous in t heir work, f i xing t he t ithes and ass ~ssments , supervis

in& the t axes anci cu~toms , control l ing t h e v1akfs, the poll t ax 

and &1 1 other branche~ of r evenue that the t r easury became f ul l . 

For this work Ibn Killis received a s r l ary of 100, 000 dina r s . (30) 

I t i s also reported tha t a Je'f.· hel c... th.., position a s commander ot 

t he port of Alexandri~ f or a period of fifteen years . As such, 

he was also the collector of revenue~ there and in char~e of the 

merchants t hat caae trom all countries. (31) 

lieoorda or Jewish katibs are s .::arce for the many state 

records haTe not been opened as yet. The fr~.gments available 

1n41cate tha t '*9 Jews were in the employ of t he g1overnaent aa 

katlt. or executive secretarie~ of boards. 



held an illportaat position as Kat ib i n Dalllascus. 1(33) !be Pau.lt 
(M) 

state reoor4a report aeveral Jewish kat i bs and diurancbeta. l' 

may be 11141cated tbat the Karaites al so had kat1b:s anci h11h ottl• 

ciala wbo were illtluntial in their behalt. (35) 

In clo•in& this section, it aight be well to read troa 

a letter of an 1.ml>risoned otticial (fro5 the 12th century or earl

ier} whose father was coaaander or the port. It :is evident that 

otticial lit'e was not entirely a path or ros es. IOne was always 

open to chargesf"had to do favors. People entereid s tat e service, 

on the whole, as a means or livelih~od; some ent ered it LJecause 

it offer ed an opportunity to serve. The wri ter's words speak tor 

t hems elves : w And I have not done anything that t hey placed me 

in ;>r i son..... Jily deeds were not or a.n evil (na t .... r e} t ha t I should 

earn all this. Sor dil I praise tny$elt (unduly} ••• I was a ta-

t her to the poor, eyes t o t he bl ind, and suppor t to r t he :ame ••• 

.hnd all th& 5000 deeds I di d for th~ Rabbanites ano Kara i t es are 

known ••••• I ciid enter st ~te service on l y ~n or d er t hat I be not 

O.e oendent on man or t ~ke anything fro:n a f el ow J 'e• ••• wt (to 

be able) to support myself a.no to be of service t o Isr~e1.• (ae) 

2. Officials ot Jenish Co;aµnit Y Li[e: 

a. The Exila r chat e ana Negidi in: The autolleoaa 

Jewish coaaunity of the Islamic wor:.a w ~ s haaced by the ~ 

or Ba&5ci.ad who was rich, powerful anci an influent;ial t :i.etar 1D -. 

calipb' • court. ~s th~ caliphate di sinte grated j_nto eastern aDI 

•Htem sections. there r esa.lted a si~ilar di .:ho1;o~ iD lewiab 



!he independent caliphates touicid it to ..... 

•antace to aet u~ tmdependent political heads :rather tbml llaWe 

J ... uw1ate4 with the Baghdad Exilarchate. (&.,) !he , ... ,, •• 

mt nl•• iD Uae nstern provinces were termed •1'1clia. Ille 

tirat to be 11•• tibat honorar7 title was a. Paltiel llbo ~ 

oTer BcJpt, Paleatine, S7ria, Paler110 and Itri:ki7a. (18) Wh• 

the Berber• rose to power in Itrildya, the •egiciia divided into 

two section• - the l egidill of Eg7pt and Pales~ine and the Me11dia 

ot Itr1ki7a. 81.ailarl)', independent Begidia developed in Spain. 

~any ot the legidia serYed in the capacity of physicians-in-ordin

ary to the caliphs. When the ~araites grew in. power t he;y , too, 

had their own Bagid in JPustat whom the7 pompou.sl;y styled •Prine• 

or the Whole Diaspora of Isr ael•. (39) 

All Exilarchs and Begi d1• held court. as ui d the eastern 

potentates. or course, the power and the weal.th or the Baghdad 

Exilarch was superior to all. Be lived in a c:astle, rode in char

iots, and had special bod)' guards and messengE1rs who ran before 

hia. (.0) In addition to his eeraonal otf1ciaLla, there were tbe 
l40a) 

numerous tax otricials, scribes, and messengez•s that went Witb 

the BxJ.larohate. The Exilarch also held a su1,reae high court t. 

oiTil cases, t•~ the court ot authori t;y ( 41.) II wbicb t--e 
1.DTP.riabl7 headed b)' Jewish scholars. The Erlll arch'• cttioe ta 

Babylon was in the hands ot an oligarchy, and often thue -

was solu to the highes t bidder at the caliph•a court. (48) 
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All t he varied functions have been ~ndlcgted 1n ordel' 

t o point out that t h e Gaonat e was a power ful econ omi c 1nst1tutlaa. 

I t. g ave the acholars, the officials, and the s t udent s attacbell 

t o it a •ana of 11Telihood. The Gaon , himself, r eceived ~ atlp

ulated aal1.27 1D addition to one fourt h of all t he donations. (4&) 

~ach scholar had both his duties and his sal ar y 1:learly def'ined. 
(46) 

The elder scholars gave decis i ons and t he younge1r ones summarized 

them while t here •as a speci ri. l cohor t of ins: r uc1tors who t aught 

the Ta l.!llud . (47) The academies bad t heir own sc:ri'bes ana me s sen-

g;e:·s . Their t ax collectors were termed •Collect1ors ot charity -

faithful ~11ftt6.' <iSa) A centra l off i ce !or 1all western com

~unities wa s r s intaineo in l"~stat. (48b) 

The type of student body itsel f change- a s t i oe :1ent on. 

As long as Jews wer e engageo i n agr iculture and t h e s t udents did 
(49) 

seasonal wo~k, they probac l y obtained suf f i cient fo r t h eir needs . 

ii'hen the :naj ori ty or J e .. s be~an to ensage i n trade and commerce, 

it was n ot so dif f icult to find sec-. sona l work an.ct mos t s tudents 

r eceivea t heir r egular s t i pends from the bursar o! t he a cademy. 

The •ords of Nathan jla_ Babli are worth reporting:: " This wu 
,,.a-tn) 

their 1uethod ot divis i on of c..11 t hat t hey r e cei1•ed annuall1 tram 

t he vo•s and cont r ibutions . All is t'ut 1n t he hands ~ a t.ruat

•orthy individua l tor t h e nec ,,;:.sary expeuses . o1' the atwicu wbo 

come !ram all localities..... . .Ano when t hey s~ie that ODe ot ta.. 

has not l earned his s t u<iies well , the· inake it ~~ore ditt1cult t• 

him and t he1 di.Jll1n1 sh his st i pend and t hey call him down and r.

prcwe hi.a and advise him as t o his weak s pot s . .And it he tail.8 

1n th• a1a1n, they adJure him and warn h i.a tha1t U tibia Mi ... 



again - and he does not put his heart int o his Et uci.:Les - he "111 

not receiTe anything at ~11.w (50) 

c. Dayanim: Both t he Geoii.im anc. t h 1e E.xilarch 

appointed dayania or Judges in their v a.rious s pher es of influence. 

The diplo•s .;iven to thes e a&ya.nim indi c at e t hat t :hey were not 

on::.y civil Judges concerned ~1th the ~ivil ~uestions of the com

munit. but that they were also ~e spiritua: laa6ers , ~~ t hat they 

bad fui l authority over rel i gious ~uestioos <1!1C .or al standar ds . (51) 

~he Dayan, upon com.iI&i to his s ...,.her e of Juri su i cti oin, sel e c t e d two 

&l Cers of ~ vomtllU11ity ano o.11 three formed a Bet Din . (5la) 

The qu <1.lities meecied f or a. dayan ' s .o~it ::..on w~J b& l earned 

from e f r a ment wher ein E. Rai Gaon out.line!' t he sp 0 cif ic ,_ua ities 
(1025) 

t h e. t i.phra i m of Ga z a and his 8 p,l)one.nt h ac for th~ p o s i tion: " This 

on~ i s alert in all matters concen,i ng the communi t , c;.s .i.Il t he 

c~re of bei ng he:..a responsibl ~ for t he t c.> e ~ , for 1;ifts for offi-

ci- ls, and C? ling upon the gr eo.t vffit:ial~ at t ri.e r6 E idencs~ . 

Y Ju ::.: sci know bov; t o o.r bitrate .,.nl r 1: ~ t:ire pe :: ce i t'.l l etwsuits • 

...... ~ .. ~--However , he is t oo impa~i&nt to weigh judgmen t , n o:r d6 e s he know 

how to handle the off iciah., the r uJ er&, t:tie k<.ti bs , and the tu 

collectors • •• ••• w (52) 

As for the salary of t ne Dayan, Na t han Ba Ba~ji give~ 
\·...,a - td 

us an account of tbe custolll in Ba bylon: " This i s the es-.;a bl:l.abell 

rul.e - that t he Dayan receiveh f r om all the people of the l ocal1-

t7 that are twenty years or ove r - t vro O.iu&rs ?.nnulaU y, one on 

Paascwer and one on Taber nacle s . And from marria:::e deeds, diTOll'W 



writ•, notes of indebtedness, gift writs and bi ll11 or sale - Ulll 

omera baYe to P&J tour dinars and a third in Aral>ic weilht ••• • 

In other co .Stl•• lt lD&1 be assumed t hat provinlon• tor t.h• 

Dqan'• aal81'1 and the budget of the Bet Din were made tro11 it.a 

public flmM!s. (&&) 
!he Bet Din had two distinct economic d111ties. In t.h• 

dispensing or ~ustice over all monetary disputaa, they aited the 

debtor in the collection ot his debts. (65) They also safeguarded 

the interests or the orphans and were therefore known as the •ra

thers of the orphan•'• The Bet Din demanded f DOm1 the guardians 

r eport s as to bow they rulf11.led their tasks. 1D1 case an orphan 

had no guardia..1, the Bet Din appointed the necesf>ary guardians bf 

special writ. (56) 
The work ot the l1a~ was supervised by t he . elders ot 

their localities, as Nathan Ra Babli reports •••• 11 And it the ap

pointed Dayan was rizbteous in his ways and hone1s t in his Judgments 

the elders or the locality and its respected ruembers wrote the 

Exilarch and praised him. And if it occured, th.e Lord forbid, 

t hat something was t he matter with him and if t hey discOTered ~
thing with which he could be reproached, they walUld write to tbe 

Exilb.rch and to the heads of the academies (rege1rdill1) the indi'rid• 

ual, 'low corrupt bis deeds were and how r epulsi,re his ways. !llllf 

would (then) remove him and appoint another i n his place.• (IT) 

The attitude U the Geom.a .1as to remove a11 or1r1cial a llbo HH 

illmOral, J.rreligi oua, or abUsive of the power tl~ey bad. (18) 



(175) 

d. Scribes an6. Secretaries: The ju"'ge!> or t he 

coilllRIDitJ appointed the scribes who were the: guardians or t he 

records and. the cn17 autborized individuals to writ e t he nece ssarJ 

deeds tor all c1Til and r eligious life. These scr ibes r eceived 

a stipul.ated ennpal salary. ( 59) The amount to be pai16 f or t he 

~Titing or t he deeds was stipulated, as indica ted in t he previous 

t ection. " It one was poor and he could not pay the a.ll otted 

~~ount , the t cribe t ook as much as he ~ Jul~ give, witb t he consent 

of the Dayen." (60) FurtberillC>re, " whoever had a nit _.ade in se-

cret, he was excommun icated, tined in order 'that oe pay the amount 

; o~ 'tbe _eeo , and punished ?hysical lY·" (61) 

~-ven as the Exila.rchate bad its secre~aries (62) , the 

act1oe:nies baa t h eirs f<ho were a lwa:: s oamec after t he .A't>F Bet Din. 

O:imilarly , the supreme courts of t he Gaooate had t i1ei r scr ibes who 

were termed ' scribes of t he court'. (65) Then t here were ~essen
gers of the academy who s uper vi :.e t he record~ of t hei local com

:nunities anci aided t he acaaelll,J in colle c ting contril::iut~ons . ( 64) 

I t seems t hat some Geonim had t beir private personal secr~t~ries 
who t ook care of some of the ciuties or 'the Gaon . Thiey seeI:led to 

have t aught and engaged in works of cbaritY. ( 65) 

Other scr ibes were Qerel cal- i graphists, copying scroll •, 

books and records . One m.ay assume that 'these copyists barely ek~ 
out a liT1ng. It 1s r epor t eG. t hat Abrah am b $~ al TtAsta.r in 

Egypt emplo)'ed Tobias of Constar.tinople t o copy somE~ books f or b1a. 

~e scribe complained bitterl ) or his me 1gre income ror it wa• 
4lttiGUlt for b19 and his !ami1Y to get tl""i °" thn sa1a?'l'(r~ 
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ed -:o tbe eljer ti.! th• E)'T.a._ ~,ue . :he ? .r .... £~ta ••re &ate ..,. 

T1-0r• ot obarit7 an:. t~neu of Yar1.,u• 1 1te Jle• ot ~ •l 

blnellt. (ft) 

:1onal • Y•tea bK a ~utle t.!rre:le~ t> lca on~ ,,. :.. t ht" • J.ue tl• 

ot ~r.• a•• 1D ~ eleeeau .;,t reli&i on, ethic•1, and lmowlew. ·e; 

t =.e sec.and n.a t he ,,reparat i on ot • t.udt>n b t~r it· e b · h•r ~. •" 

1e1 . ill .,ubllc educs t1on 3~ l1;:i1t~ to lloJ•• l'he d e n t.:\r)" 

~chool 4"a1 ~robatly coanec : e- •it.'1 the ~rn .;o,u•e• A ~ •c h l p~d-

""' s ..:oi ue Itel~) •u a ppointed in the wari.:lu• .:~):::aunit1~ s . the 

::. ~ :-.<; !'~) •a~u tte~ recei ved bein.; ea re, t hey 11rt!r e ~in•n ~ .hiit.ion-
(73) 

al sti pend• 1n t oe ror or e;1tt • tro=i t he p r en1t.:.i or t h ..' ~hiloren. 

: ome ele:entar y edUC&ti O!l tl'RS Of f er@U b~ t.e •llt> : $ .. h r U I 1-•r h a t e 

:: coool1. Th~ rich, a s alway•, hau ;>rhate t.ut ·1r s l n t. e1r ho•• • 

Ginaberg b a tra.nal ~ted a resp->nt>wa 1111 refcrcne~ to the 

ciia:niual ot a teacher a:;:, .:i r esu lt ot t.tlwiae d1Dinh 1.r tlon ot 

corporal. 9uniabaent. I t re •• · ~ = • Cb l ren l t.11.trall ) can l Ulbt 

with the hel p ot the t ei-ul e..... 1her erore , • 11 ~Uuren wad 

ewen bi e; ones, it the)' are naught)', iau :. l have 1IL pp l ed to th-. 

It doe• not aa t ter when t he ~hilt. r en are be l t b;; , lt th•1 are 

cauaed conaide. able pain. sut, it the t e .. cher 1us t. the .... •tlt

od nth the delicate children, ii~ 1a a bai-bo.riu11a uW be .a.a.t• .. 
warned not to do it. lt he peN11sta, a f ter t • o or th.re •tU"ala£•t 

be aboQlc.. be 41smiued.• ('4) 

ID adclitioo, tbe.-e were the ~econdar)' aobaol• -..1a.-•• 



~ pr1Ta..~ 1nd1•iduale where t t.uc.i en tt. .,01·~ p1-eporeo fOI' ._.., 

acao-1.c woa. ln the e acu ... ea.iet, s pec!.td book• W9N ·m•• .. 
•O u '° ill&.U&1ie the stuuent. intu the 1ntrlcsacie6 al ial•.,• 
l•· ('rl) Dm'illC per1oee or nre.:- 1>, t.he~e 1 ·oo4...r7 ecv.Ml:M 

were ~.,._u, c106ed. ( '76) I 1 1~ no~ nee6ltt1>6r. to 1ncl1oa~ .. 

pl~ of t.b9 D9W ac&C.eaie 1.n the ...1 t;.£j .:>r " • ~nOf tOWAJ'l(< f tbfJ ClOee 

or the Gaonate. l1. 1£ ~• 1dent t ~~ ~~t k:l the .n~t.r~ctort ~r 

& c · ea.1 e ti ~ere poor. ( '7'7) 

I n cl.o~~ t.b-• aect1o:'l, it rad h t be. nn• 1.)7lN ..Ut Ule 

c~cj,al c r ,soiz.s..t.1= o~ 5s lon ge e"' 11. . t he 11~ · el for- t,h t" 

J•r.ish c~al or,aoni- t.!an of l ... t.~r ! 6 . 

.,.n .. " i..re -1f !.:t :> ... ...:, &.."\ b on..)'i'A -

re .. sJii£. 1'1.r•t. , the c..r :.wo 

, r .)!'es sior. , • ch "'" s o ften h &-n ('.) . sn f'r"9 
tl~ ..dl:l sell PaJ'~ • 
f &t.... Er t.o a:m. Second, SOlll a £ :-e4''- 6 or ... 1c1ne Al ~ ~e J e"' 1-n 

1::. ac~ordu:>ce •-'th the Je 1csh re:i.1~ug l . ., ot th• 4&) . 
livill,& 
!•-1 1n Ta.lmlcilc cia~ a, 1 t. iE ~re "' t. 1. .hf• S .. i n t ! ~tel7 ·~-
; uaint.eel n t.h e gtruct.ur t> .:>t ~c buun b:IC.. 3nd • er • n"t t u 

~O tbe 1ient.ile1> 1D this fie l .: . '75) Tb , r .. ~ nuabM' ot Ml• 

~rec•• to .Jewish pb. aic1&na 1.n l.laoni.: J .:L.: is le .:a .)ft• w -. "9-

llet that. t~ ~t.ud;r ~ ~eUcin~ n~ c-ona1.l1etre4 nes:t 1n u;.t••• 
to .Jen•h at.uc1es. .Jeril>h p , ,.1 c • • ~• •f'r• • e ll rece1.-4t 9°' 

l)' 11)' tl:M1Z oc co-rel 1•1oniaU, but b) ~ho 1ene"1 pof'ill-

1..U. %be7 ••H fUt.1cularl 7 t a-.ore.. bJ \lM _. mi .. 



1Q ll1H•M 1\ •U lmom tbat tbe7 ••r• Nliabile aDd ..W .. 

..- to tbe .SCS-1 aoun... TM lewiab ~claaa, u a cs &a 

... Satu•W la 1-Mtl&atlD& all aapeota ot· ..U.S.., .a la 

eMt• U.S. ••td11ut1ou to th• other aoi eaoe1a ot tbe daJ• .... 

iateMet Sa ~ om pl'Oteaaloo and tb• aolma• 41cl DOt ..._ 

tbea, laos"•• r.. ~ a a1pitlout nle 1D leslah a a d 

Ute. (ft) 

A.t_._..a to dala HOU. are prlllal•ll7 boa aeoaa4&17 

aourc••• One reapaaam ot a. lbe""•' a cl.a¥• 111 1n retereoc• to 
(aas) 

cur1.DC patieata or anS•Ja dariDC the PaaaoYar j)el"lod "1th l•••-

ened cookin&• Jt waa neoesN1'7 to 11•• th .. ~.at food because 1t 

the7 a t e unleaYemd tooda, Uwir 11••& were t hcru&ht to be endan

cered. The Oaon 1Da1ataa • •• •••• boweYer an~r at t be co.aanc:l ot 

an expert phJalcian or expert• who ••1 that tbo7 ha•• no CUN ex

cept bf thla .. an., and 1t h• doem•t eat that bi• ute 1a 1D 

dancer.• (80) th• reterenlte to an •expert _,bfalcian• ._.tac• to 

one•• attention tbe ract that maDJ ourea "N 1184• b7 berbe 8114 

aml.eta - but 1n rt" ot th• tact that t h• i:imJr wbo cund ~ 

theM mean• nre not bona tide pbla1o1ana, tb.111 aeeU• will DOt 

dHl. with that aapeot. 

Onder the o-.,ada, theN 0 ... torth r.. tibe aol..utla 

•• ...._, ot lmdeabapur llN11 lNl'Ded 1"1• b m4 Cbrlnha ,....,. 

olma. •• an not aware of tfho th•) are beoau,H tb., S-lll'la

adophcl lrablo __... (81) A• earl.7 aa 880 th• ,_daa ,...,_. _. 

aldm, Maaar~awaib, wanalated troa 6,rlao Sato Al'alllo .. 111•111 



...a. (II) lwel la another lewiah phJa1c1an atio ... a •••• 

.-arJ ot U. ,_. JMt.. IbD (~'Ulll. (&la) tb•1 .r.sa Jlbrll 

olw la &19 +-'l'la .... held 1n 1reater ••"- Ulian U. ..... 

1w. '' la •1111W .... , C&UJla koa"1.Ju (Ml.-eeo) ... att1mW 

bJ • led* ....... (ID) 

Dllrilll ta. ft.l'at amtu17, Md a ball' ot A.bbaald nl• -

Jmom u \M ... ot ..,_.laU.cma - the Pernau, Cbrl•tlau, ad 

I e H broueht the aol_.. ot tile anel•' tro1'14 to tile ~bio ._14. 

GrHk and 8piac warna _.. trualaHd either 41rtt0t.l7 lnto tbe 

lrob1c, or tir•t into a.-.. and tbence lnto Arab1.c. Under tbe 

patronage ot tb• Abbaald oallplaa, the .r- -4• aci .. ot their fin

est contl'1but1ona. Tb• tamoaa lewlab pb1a1c1an arild philoaoplaer, 

Yalcub b Iahak ot ~lnda, •• th• taYored pbp1o1an-·1D-ord1Dar/ ot 

Al Mrfllf• (8&) An 1ntereat1DC d.ttloi• 1• repoz•ted ot hill. 

One da7, 1n tbe preaenoe ot t he o&l.ipb, he took a aeat b11her tba . 
that ot tbe leadlal liluaUa. Tbe Mualia • • 141 'lh1' do JOG, a 1•1 

ait aboYe the aoholar• ot lalallf' !akub replied, •BeoauH I '

•bat you know and 1ou do iaot kno• ~t I 1motr.• (eaa) 

il1 ibD labbell, who wa:: ei ther a Chl'latJleD or a I• '9-

tore beoo-S.nc the per80rlal ph)aloian ot Caliph al Mu\a.ukll (llO)• 

wu tbe t.aabel' ot tbe cnat Kualla pil1a1c1M, lbl1&.. IDll ..... 

to the ...Uoal ac1eooe ot bi8 ci81 b~ hi• ocmtrlbut•lcma to •lllltdM 

and natunl pb1loaopb¥. (8') Ali im 8ahl al talM'l'l wu • ot•• 
Jbialol• tlbo, 1D the itb oeo.tu17, •t.Hd the •eJ~loea ot •'Ill'? 

an. '91•tnc OGDY•rted· (81) aaaucll report.a \bl•' Uae l..U la 



aad a IMOld.te Cbr1at1an. (88) 

la Kdronn the I•, Iabak bell l11r&a, 1raa ~alolm .. 

J~t(tlir ll, mbUe b1e papll, Iahak bm 811111.Sam, ta ... 

~ a 11•11l ol ...U.eSDe. (8?) •X--•t•t•t•llll•---.................... ._ .......... 
!lie lold• Ac• or Arable •clenoe •u ch11r1ac Uae ,...w 

900 to UOO. la *8 period the l ••• tocKber n .Ul the MuelJ.u 

worked tor the a4•w•mt ~ a!lenoe. Tile IJ"Mt; l"11h ph7alolaD 

ot the ac• •• I•• c Ieult (89a) a. n a oovt pbyalclan to u
yadat ill.ti Ill (90a) u ••ll aa to the t11"at Pat;1a1d CaL pb, bh

d1 ~bu liob•=·ect. (909) laaac lar .. 11 e.ldentl~ biad Jetriab aa111-

tanta. (89b) ii• na 1.nter eated in all aclencea 11Dd particularl.7 

in optha: 8.aia. Bi• leotun1 attJoactM a lar1• na111ber ot 1tud•ta 

and hi• work• (890) nn conaiderecl "1 I•lwc Phiy11c·1"'11 •.ore 

valuable than geu, _.. prec1ou1 th111 cold'. Ii.a work on •Urine• 

together nth the c~te1•• ot c. Atr1canua, 1.• studied toll&)' Z.. 
ln the School ot Medicine ot the On1•erEit7 ot V1.enna. ( 894) !be 

last work aentloaed, the •Oaide t• Jla)'11c1ana•, oontalna aoee •P' 

apbor11aa. (89e) 

Abu &ahal. l>unaah beo ?IJ:lin n.~ the ta.au IU,;lll ~ l. 

laraell. (90&) !hi• ph111o1BD was th• aeclioal ad1Y1aer ~ tbe ht-

1a1d c .. 11pb, 11.auur Abu tahir 1 ... •11, (Ml). ID1 ad41t1• '° Ma 

WOl'U 1D Md1o1De, be .. as mom tor hi• lewlah H 11ent1J"1o eti11"18e 

uad t• b1a aoneapondenc• with l aada1 ·~~~&~rt, ~ ~ 

piqalolaa and an1ater ot Cordew•· (ao~ l aa4a1, 1D h1• 1a 1• 

,_.., twl .. ta into Arable - wit.h the &id ot liobolaa• U. ... 

ihe 'la'-ia llecl1oa• ot D1oacur1dea. (91) 

, 



....,. tbe ••Ualcla, lewiah .Ph)'si~hna sened ._... tllll 

eoun _. ,._u --nl1&1oa1ata. At tbe court c.t &1 "o.I.•• ( ... 
, ... ledlla ~. llUN b al aauan and bi• san•• 1811M ... 

1 ... 1, ue NI• I... In taot, ..,. bia arllDllaca, laaolt Illa la. 

u (lmO) ._.. .. tile ..n ud ••• tbe elder ot tbe lewt.a •••-.,_ 

1tJ ot ,,...,. (le) ADother court ~•1olua c.r ..-sn-- ... 
KuA b laaob It 1... (lOIO). (91) Sneral othel• , .... , oont.,..._ 

Csm) 
U'1 11117•1•1- ot tbe ~od nn I.bu Zekarah bea Zadu, laaao la 

Cohen bell Punt, IDd bla 8Gll Allrahaa (lOIO). tb1e latter ..... pil

l ar. ot •tnactb • the lewiab oowttJ. (9') 

Jewtah .,tl181c1•• held cr••t i>Oftl' in Jffiah ocxmmal 

lite and their aup~t waa aoucbt in the polltla1al c1Ylc oontro

••r•i•• t hat aro••· .... ahaa ben al1, an iaportant Jetriah llh1•1-

c1an o~ Jt&Uowul, once betr1en4ed Iatan wbo mde1aYOl'9Ci to •tart 

a riYal Gaonate in Palestine in th• lltb centul'J'• Whereupon, .._.. 

0900 ben tebudah, the ae..t ot the Acad-.r, wrote1 b1a and, lnd1o3t-

1Dc the atate ot atfairs, adYiaed hia of the ban placed OD laua 

and Ul'led the phyaiclan not to recebe any further COllTUpcmd-

tl'Oll b1a. ( •> 
A• 1.Ddlcat•, pbj'a1o1ana were not anl)t •hll•u fll ,__ 

eral. aolenoe but were alao u pouenta of 1t1 09111Qc1 aa ...., ~ 

1ar6 e 11....,.1••• 91• Me Chapter f •ot• 18a. ADotber in•'- la 

tbat ot ~ pbJalolan, &phraia Um al aa.Pana wlbo, at. bU .... 

(1088)1 left llOl"e than 801 000 Yoluaea. B• WU noted hi' bU -

~JJ\ oolleotlon ot 9bich be once aold 101 000 ·oep!•• (II) 
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Christiana were welcomed a t the scientif ic schoo,ls or Ju"'h Q a•• .. 
Bagbdad, ll1ld Saaarra, not onl y because of their knowl edge but '9-

cause they aaal.d illvestigate the works of the anc:ients and tr...,_ 

m.it th• to 1ihe aabs. (l.Ol) 

The number or Jewish men lis ted i n the s econdary sourcem 

as engaged in the s ciences and arts is ve:ry meagr·e thus tar. PB2'

haps it is because there were onJ..y a. very ~v. inte!rested i n these 

aspects of work and study-; or perhaps t he gener sLl adoptio-a or 

Ar abic names by J e ws working in scient ific field.1:1 ha s left us no 

t r ace of t heir contribut ion. 

A Cambri dge Genizah fragment letterhead! ment ions t he 

for v1arci.ing of a le~.ter to '.Abu Amir Salhan Rosh Kallah to Fus t a t 

in the shop of Br...rhon, the Apothecar y '. (102) Oba.lid Eebra'hs, an 
' 

Krabian Jew, was the oldest write r on alchemy ::i f' the Ar abian per

iod . B.is work (103) was gr ea tly admired b~ t he 11.ra bs . 

&as ba ' al1ah , t he Jewish astronomer .of Al ~ansur, wrote 
(754) 

sever a l works on a strol ogy, on t h e astrolabe , and on meteorology. 

He also aided the cali pb in Q.rawing up plans for Baghdad. (104') 

J acob ibn Tar1k, another court astronomer of Ca l jLph Al a(7~llf' is 

reputed to have made the first astr onomical tabl 1~s which he a c

quired rrom t he Indian. (105) Th e famous Rabbi Bahal al Taber1, 

the writer or many s cientific works under al ¥a' i~un, is note4 
( 8l~SJ 

particularly for his transla t i on of •Ptolemy ' s Almages t' which 

is t he basis of al1 astronomici:i. l sci en ce; and ht!'! is reputed al.M 

to bBTe discOYered the r ei'ra ct i on of l ight . (lOI) S1nd ben Au. 

the ar~ttuaet~cian and astronomer who became 
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(18') 

an4 also the Jewish eaisaaries, Jacob im Shear li uho vi sited aeo

tions about the equator, and Abraham i 'oo J a.coc who t N velled troa 
~ '175) 

Cord<>T& to G•rllml7 - all theie contr1'rAlted to t he geographic&l 

knowledge ot tbe cla7• Geo1raphica~ pl~ce~ :uid {uest1ons •81'8 di•-

• cuss~ bf Saad7a Gaoo, Hatan Ba Ea"ol1 , Chasd'11 ilm cha1prut, llan'ln, 

~i Josepp~n and others. (113) 

The Jews ot Uie Gaonie ~ge •er~ ~ literate ~t.n~ cvltur ed 

tol.k. In ~dition to the copyist s, seri~.:. , ;;s..'ld tr~e1htor~ -

:;.e:-~ lfere ~oubtlessl7 Others Who ~ded t<> th~ cu l t~TO Of th~ &e&• 

::-!. : w:t re3~~~ w &.:iring the e~rl:- ce:nt...ri :::.. r'! i~ t10:-.s ~tw~en 

~=-~:~ ;_') : :~eir sutJec~s !.:l t~e s~h~re or l~tt~rg ~ ~rtg ·~re 

2 . '.m7+e A.rt±gt J..n J'ewi 3o. L#e: r.:. 3d.:~~~on to u e ~~r-

1.ona. c::l'af~ men1;icnei: L~ :h~_;.i:~T III , ~.na·" J'~w'i.s{o. u.!s 1J1a J.1• 



'!!:::'=>~ the arts. lnAilca'tions or s am= have beeo si•eD 

~o &.l"chit.ects - c haptel' rn i ote 105& - , s:il :ver£mith.s - Qt•..-

lll 51Re 76 -. maa tertile ar-.. wes:vers 

!he uUn• 1a .1-1.sb lite were g r.:at.JJ; in!hieru::ea ey the &"9D91'&1 

a.r:.i5U ot tbe era. 

~~eli ror ski.lleti craftsmeo. li:E Laud re~rt.e<lt 11 j,n:Q I O:ave seen 

:..is seal ;;,f B. liil Gaao) s~tlea on serolls t.la1; he f.or1ruoea a.nd 

S!d G ~cm c ensi.U" ea the "C-~ e 
(_20) 

s t. b~n~~et.s a.no weddin5s. 

e.o:1J:1n. (121) E:rnn C:tbe::l l i:ne:r , :.::. u't crizi.c Qf note, says: 

,, !'Le uribe .-a.s one o! U:ie e.o.rL~st utists. ID those days ._ 

pr~s~ ia es'thet.ici.ZiD5 t..::e!.1" scri? 't·.... ~'.!:!! work ~ the .Jed.Ill 

saibes _.n ~t ;:.nt ~yri~ ( c 300 .:. &. ) i s in.i~~=-i or ~l.a.ss:~c baaD-

ti· • •• • ·122} 
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circl••· !la'ee such ornament al frontis 91eces ~re availabl~ 

1n tbe Leniiag?'ad I.ibrary. (127) Preci ous books anti :aa:~uscripts 

wer e cOTered with rtne bindings and fas~enea with buck les . (128) 



CaJCLQSIQll 

• 

In tile GaaJU.c ..:i6!t, "C1:1e t .:ws uml . r ~he Cal:iphat& 1a.rti.cn

_)a t ad tampl~t•~ in .,eey typ@ at economi..-: ,?ursui t .. As dh1•1es, 

-:;.:'!J wer~ iral.eomed ~ the stat@ ! or ;:h.:1r tri"oute 3tnd their ser-

'T -..:~s, U r!!~ for which tb.e7 Were J i Vsn the O!JPOr t un1t:r of 09-

:._:g t"ull~ u;;egn.:ad n th the economic _ife ~f ::he count ry. ?hat 

_; r.t:::-::.::ular <J.rrsngamen:t in.s v~ sn.ti31', c"':ory, for •.mder it the ;[ew

_.>rr 3.U::.:mm:ious cu: tura.:.. and r eligious ::..i.!9 ma a.e r -api c.i stri -es . 

l':-om ':!. stud:- of the s ..:urces , the ::ittitudj3 of Sombart is 

! ·. ,:i_; ~ ::...:::.,:- j13 l)rav ed. ae ~liblJ sta'teS: " ?hroug~lOU't the ~ent1:.r-

- : .: : .n•.,.e.: ::a s r -:;mai:lea. a cies.:rt, aomad i · 9eo p::.a - e..:. ther by 9r o 

= ~:o.3 li :313.:.ac"tion r at s.daptat1on.... ~e ·onstai1t insscur ity of 

-:; .:d :_:. :JOS!.tion .nade it iJlpossible fvr them O! Se-Ct.ling dO\lfll n th.a 

~o:.1 . .ls 9. .nattar of ! 3.ct , ~e:- aeldom :lc!.d m y Lri,cl.:inati n chat 

'ffl"'J . ill we kn.ow a£ J~wi3h :.i!'1-! :A tu.: : us-por<i points cu the con

'~ · :is.._..m that on.17 an insi6ni1'1cant number .Jf .r~ws .ievote<i themsel ves 

~a agriculture 1n tho=e ~ands where no dirficulties Ner e placed 1n 

their path ••••• " (l) In ~e earl] days of the ~aonate, agricdtll%9 

1a3 t h e main t 7pe a"! aconom:..c ~ndea.var ~ ill 1vealth was ttwuan<: ~ 

1.n ter:ns o r land and a?icultura.:.. }r educe . Tue ma.jori ty ti.:iad. a 

oi t t soil a~ their 'JllD. Jr ,yera t enant t' '1r!llers , r•ais :Lng gra1n8 llllll 

'.lrehard f ruits.. Those .vho had any fund:: at 'l.il illtvestad i t in l.amL. 

They did not ;ar tici pac;e , howev~r, to 3.llY sreat e1:tent in cattl.• 

niai.ng. In the lliddle c f the ata century, there was a ' 



cecresae 1n agriculture 1n somE sec~ 1on s . Howeirer , it still 

ra&.1Ded the main sot;.rce or 11 vel1hoo6 fo!' a.any .. The reapaa.aa 

r.n!S t.he literature from tbe lOtt thr oug.t t he Ulich ce tU17 det-

1n.1tel1 proTe that, 1n many sections, J e ws earn~~d t he1r : 1Yin& 

from ~e 50U 1n t?:.~ cu: t i v-ati oL t..f tie:.cis ~1 ,LT1.oey~J:c!s. (2) 

!he Jewg were not oomc.d~ b ;ir e61lect.JL?n, !.Lor o1d t he)' 

:;..ck tte inclination t.o t i:.l t te :.o!l . The: y;e:r e f or ced to l eave 

-~~ricultu:re 1D ~~bylOil beca':lSE Of t {.e !:.t<tte ' 5 :l'ellect of t he 1r 1°1-



toand tbeir 11Tel1hoocl in that field. It ii eT:1dent th&' ,_ 
adopted tbe 1D4uatey ot the locali t7, and enter1ed thoH 1D _.. 

tM ..,nlUGD wu not ~een. Those who could 1110t entv t1w .-tUel 
• • traclea, 1114 U4 no capital, became manual laborer• and pedl.••• 

One ~ P1'981111e tbat a 1reat number ot people eked out 1191'•17 a 

11•1DC waa•• 81Da• th• 11&1sea were not Tery articulate, they haT• 

left no reoord• ot their plight and statua. On.e can aaaume that 

they were not exploit~in the modern aense ot the terai, becau1e 

ot the atrccth ot th• "11141 and because ot thie protection ot 

the Jewish ciTil code ot the uiaa1. (8) 

The trapent&r7 material tur~er indi.cates that the 

skilled Jewish cr~ttamen sere as much interestttcl in creating works 

ot art as were the other artists ot the period. Particularl7 

tamed were the workers in silk, 1n glass, and ln metals and also 

the architects, scribes, and llluminators. (7) 

The Gaonic Age was a period in which there was a great 

chance from a na..,tural economy to a money econc>my. This chanc• 

waa brouaht about b)' the expansion ot trade and comuierce. The 

Jews, who were forced to leave their estates, c::a.me to th• larc• 

cities and became the entrepreneurs ot the day.. The additicmal 

protection giTen by the Jewish civil law, toge1ther with their 

l~uiati.c assets, gaTe the Jevrs a detinite ad1rantage 14 Cl'OE•l'I•• . 

'?be Jew was giTen his great opportunit7 becaus11 circwutaDOU m4e 

hi.a the lntermedi&l'J' bltween Islam and Christ.ei11doa troa th• 71* 

• • l. 
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;r..m 3a 19lt _.,,. warll •e..-t! ~:s cmil"~g 

J&L 1 % r a - all. fJCODOmiC :;JCl"Sl::!.ts,. S:llll!JalC"'t"'S 

j"sU • • ,-.. ulOWLUff ca:sss ~ J sws eri:erlmg ::ic•1m1m,_ 

1"Y pa rMBtr wz=t- ~ el.emsc.l:E thal: ~ c:Jal"!"9C'!t 111"9 ~ 

tiat ~ :wrw tD the a~ ~ the J",aws., ~ tt:mtr ~ 

~ abOtt:f= 

-:r: ~ - mre br tbe 3 ew ~ tb:e .;tbel' ~ tbe s:tra:iger . ' :..s 

.,.....~_rc2.y" W?'tmi • ~ !"95pf'M•I! :.1 tllr&J:m"e ~OV9E l:ha t the J" i!WS· Ire:' -

:::-~~~ tc be as ~ :!.1:1. 'cbeir re1ai::!.~ vdth !:LOil J"ew:s cs 

w:_t:=. .Tew; • =; r:: !'l:1*1Jler rtate11w1t. ' tta:: tbE Jews s:i.cieavoret. t c 

7r-=. :;rovFE:' s:id r-~ .~ ~~' ~ a:..so ~~e,=~- (1~) The Jew~ 

:.:.C :lC"'t ::-::el:: the p_awe- : 'd:.c~ ·-,. ~ ;iowe:- wb.s=. t:~~y came ~om 

-:::t: a<=-E"-:: 0:e ~-- ;;e :r: tiiei.l' ~::;;m:=., rte~ w=c.- tt. " ~omi.rl€ t'l-om thE 

:;.s"t ~ -:..2;r 4 t r::iO.CeC. ~ rn,,, :c~- :.=-t.: E::::-.:;>e . 11 (1€) The 

s~..are :::nncJ- s1 01'i was a;rti veC. .rt by 1. J u:c ~s whL.:: sa.:!.~ , " Jews 

'"' =-: ;iad b th= tr-..-c;jtiat:, ~:lm : :ia:te:r : co:i.:Jn:Y t:.:i a ~ e~cm.ac:;, 

=-=.view ~ tbeir ;:-~ we=.:.~ t:~C..S 'the cl.:>~;.: ;:: ~e Gami.ate..• (l.'T) 

&Qmba_?"t :::. J so b:el- 1:be ; aW!S re:..~ai:.sil~e ~ enenctnc '* 

pers.acal. ~-:: ~u. (iE) 1 ewisl::. 

1essl.y ~ ~the .~g,,,..-"Clll terms of 1~ n=ie ..... 

dj,4 tbe o~~ !~ at the Leant ' ~e-s.ptis mii tllltlll• 

I: 'nilerci.ce ~ ~ ent1.:re ~ u.a est credit,, the rr•11si;119.a 

~ )IS1.aii 1...;1 caw th.at U. Z..-s ci...-.l.cl:?9Ci 

.._.. t•. !be aJ..e fltC ~tie --. , am 'tla 



ot iD&leM'erbl••• der1nltel7 reaulted in increastnc ondt.9. 

ta & "• fl/I W97 Ol"dera instead ot mooe7, althaaP D•I 

apa 1lr - l1r1•. alao aqJJiented credit relatiana. <• 
... ,. atUAde that the Jews had a tmdeaq ..._ 

aeocm4 .... -... ad mane7 leading need bard.17 be oaadd11' ... 

Bia ,_._. atd••t tbat the Jews retuaed to participate in t:lle 

nn ~ ot iatuatl'7 and retaJ.1 town bm1nea.a, is also mtlre-

17 ta1lac1owu. (80a) The atud7 ot the reaponaa indicate that Jews 

traded at fairs and 1D .urke'• (both Arabic and Christian). In 

fact, the TV7 rnerae 1• true. Gaonic ciT11 l ,aw made the necess

ary cbaniea in adaptinc i taelt to the economy o:r the da7. nte 

collection ot debts tr011 moTable property, the ·wideninc ot the 

scope ot the agent, and the power ot attorney, ,and the taldn& of 

oaths by bankrupt debtors indicate how t he -.ry law was cognizant 

ot the chances that had come about 1D economic .l ite. A SUJDllUU7 

ot the problem of credit and interest will turt:ner 1ndicate ho• 

acia,Ptable the Jewish law and .1erish business pr1actices were in 

the llOditied m.1l1eu. Proa the 9th century on, 1when merchaDta, 

bankers, and inTestors had ttlll.y adopted the aaDe7 ecODOm,J, 491*

ors increased and otten had 11 ttle property to ;pleclie. Por t:lle 

rialt in'YolTed, bankers and investors resorted t 10 Tarioua ~ 

to obtain interest. There wo.s a tendency to charge f6r 1-• 

tor credit sales, and tor speculations. ill these ll9'boda -

~ pend.tted by t he Geoni.m. The type ot credi•t they...,,.. ... 

- tta. aUent partnership basis. !he legal t11~t1on ot -. 

fl6 .,.,.....e was condoned b7 tha. 



.&a ~tinned previously, 

ll'b8al J t',,_ -.i strict canstruction:Uts. 

u to save an individual• s 

The Gaozdc law tendeld to ~ 

...... 9l r Eld.al. arrangements. It was thelir ccmcem9 Sil 

thll n~ tobat mat bave made the lot ot the pl"Oletaria.t man 

bearable tb8ll tb.at or the nm-Jew ot the same esta.te. or course, 

t he Geonim nre caretui that every group lie treated equa1l y by 

t he law. The7 were caretul ot the property ot' the1 community, and 

of the riihts ot the capital.1st as vrell as those o~ the laborer 

and the crat'tsman. 

In agriculture , cr~ts, and commerce - t .he Jews had ex

tensive economic relations With the Muslims. Gent.iles were otten 

t heir partners, their agents, their tenant farmers:, a nd their la

borers - in additan to being their creditors or de1btors. The re

sponsa indicate that they were as well off as the rest ot the pop

ulace - tor they rented t h em ca ttle, olive presses:, !111.lls, bath

houses, and ovens. The tact that the Geonim did n1.ot consider the 

Arabs as image worshippers facilita ted. freer bus1Diess relation

ships with them. (21) 

Relationships were ma de easier a s a res1JLlt ot tm t'aft 

that the .raws were among the cul tured folk ot the land. !11.,,-

•ere the physicians, scientists, and l iterati ot t;he age. ~ 

__.. also t'ound in Uuslim st~te ottices, serving a~s 

oftSAd.ala. In addition, every Jewi!lh coaimunity ha~ a great 
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~r. . G1.Jizbelos Vol. n, p.zu, luaes is-1~. 

• See DOte 8'. 

_, . . 
3~. 

D:.. .. :1 . .. ..,-.~ - ~ ' ::t - . . . ... 

Ginzberg ll, p.154 liDes l;-U; p . "'..5 , l.1DeE 2f-2'l. 

h liuo;ietcr.1 a ( :_,.... a4 ~th ) 'the-y we:-e heirs 

prc 'V'.:u:e one ::! tlie :-i cbeEt i~ the l:..nOWZl wo:-l~. '!'be 
~ 

eD':ire ... wu e!'!'eet1Tely rti'tere! by ~1m_11lg the sw-plua 

o~ t he ~\:.;ihrttee tC-C !' ~tmt o~ t!"CSTorM "caia 

n~ t.o the Ti;:i..s. The dig t:"1 et _., C>! the '!'1«J'i• 

Whioll e~ec i;.p t.o 'tbe ?e:-£:.c. ?l!e;hl.c~Ls tre:-e -~ 

by s~aai; wh! ell f"l.owec iom: !'l'am the m:>11rta!u 
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!.:. ~ Dl' £ se:-:. fl.t ~ l.Cl9l> eCl&.l.£ tabc !"raa left .... 

~ T1¢s en! :-e~~ to i t ege.!.n, *1 c~ !.Z ~ .._ 

aarbe6 t.he !'J.:i:i~ ni.~ c~ aai:_v mull :-i~ren na1111 ta 

tile ~ l:lll.£. ~?' Jle~:;>etmi:!n :-.eta (:al.ftll' 



•N ••loee4 b7 • rlag ot wawra tol"Md 'by 1IPJIU' _. 

•• ot IQhratea a4 T1gr1• an4 b7 oaaala Jola1111 .. 

tw Jinn aouianr.at ot the atCllQ' pl.a1u. 

Odie 8trup - tut.· ot the ... ten 1Ca11Jlaau.p ..... 

IO. .... lalaa9 D JCatlr, p.881.. 

11. a... Ialaa • TWda, pp.838-t. 

11. lu7 - Dato~ ot Kaatern Beau Dlplre, p.ua. 
N. Kap - Ba'11oa1n 1a Zeltalter 4aa 'falm48 •4 Oaoaata, 

TOA Z.Oberm19r. 

94. llow•da7• •• ftgrla aa4 Dlpbnt•• •••t alM>ut aeo 
mile• below Bagh4a4 u4 ..... now lato tbl• Peral an Ou1t. 

In ola.n t1-• ( t111 the l:sth oentuJT) th•• oourae ot 

th• rlTer na somewhat 41tterent. 11l• Ttarh 180 ld.1• 

below Bagh4e4 ften& aouth trc. l t• PN••at bed Jmolta 

aa the S!l~t1 al BaJT (tile SDake Stn•) te> ... 1~ wtaioll 

oooQ1•4 botll •14a• ot the r1Ter. Below 1'ult tor atMNt 

eo ll1le• na a ..... roua expanaiT• •7•t• or oaaala ftioll 

drew ott mat ot the ••ten. !be rut o•• lato tile 

Great -_, whioh wu about 50 Id.lea 1• wiL4'1l •4 IOO 

ail•• loag o._ down to tb• i..cllaw areta ot Baarala. 

Aloag tb• DOrthnatam ••d the neap reoeitft4 tile wtuw 

ot the .._phr•t••· l.loag th• outer area of~ tlM •-. -

a Hrl•• ot towu and Tillage a wh1 oil na lnrokela up tata 

lapou an4 oanala 1'hloll •4• the aoU Te17 tertU. 

11M• 4nlaed. Al.oag th• ftgrla an4 Daplart1t•• Ulen -

a Mll't•• ot oanala 'llhioll •• 4.rewn ~ to water tile 

l..u la tile pl.alu and tile hillalclaa. 
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107 . Th• enactment retera to the peraiaalon ot oolleot-
9' 4••e&M• 

1q debt• trom moTabl• propert7 aa I lJl " whloh na 

not ln aooordenc • •1th Talmudic ln • 
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13 . Jlaa1'I' I. naar&JJ , o. 1050 

".lt lll.ar ( .Flla~d- 1 thes make ear thenware of 811 

lti~. ac :fine an d diaphonou s that one 0181'.I see 91!9'• 
laend 'tllrol14!h a. They make b !Jllls, aap s. p l a tes, md 

o1bel' wasels ,deoorete the with oolore 'Bakal•an 

( J.Ti4esctclt ) so that th e Shades aluinge e1ooording to 

the pcaitiOD in Wh icb the vessel 1s be ·lrll." 

~ PooJ..e, .Lrt o f'5araeen.s - ~· 2S3-4. 

1.4. ~ .l?oolli, filetor;r of ~pt; in Middle J,g-es, p . 141. 

Bossert , Gesoheoh"te des Kc.n~tgewer·r.es - p . 362 . 

E.D.3088, 4U" t of E.8JI-t; througr. t.he Ages. - p p . 77 - &0 . 

l'&.les tine Ex:plora t ion Funi .w.nua l , 1923-·25 , 

J:xaa;.41..'ti.Ons of {)phal - pp . 1 96-2.01 . 

15. La.nel'oole - ut o:fSar,a.o,ens - pp . 151- 153,155 . 

l o . Thc!:!pBO D - Ch . 15. 

1'7. E~n.Ross, £rt .of F&~pt :thro12,gl: tl'E Age·s - pp. 75-76 . 

P a.J..e.s 'tine .Pilgrims Text, 189(:; - p . 1 ~ . 

J.B, l.ane .P.oole - PP• 16 2- l&S. 

19. Essi l' r. Khnsr&Jl who saw tt.e P'etim1id 

Diall:f D 11.nstansir wr.ote l 945-952 )~ 

Bu thr-0ne we:i~ cover-M wi1b gol<i on whieb wer-e 

depict~ scao.e-s ci chase. huiltsm41ll &r. d dlogs &ll-d in

scriptiDn"S. 'l'he b&l.u~tr.a:ie 'VISE .cf g-010. t rel lie work 

~ • be~'ty de f.YillS d-escrip tiOL an<. ~ stepe bebin4 

1ihe 1ihl:Dna ¥i-ere cf Silver. 



.'111 11lYer chandelier placed in the moeca• 
la7 Bl BdlJl\ •aa so large that they had to lareak 

DD 91• door to get it into the moeqae. 

liaa• RoQle - Ari o:t Saraoce - ppi.162-3. 

ao. I.AM 1'001• - _, of 8~aoce - pp.4'1-48.1.11-11•. 

fhOllf8DB • Qh. lie 

2l· B.».B••, .Ar\ of BsYpt through t.be .lgH. pp.'12-'115. 

Dlmmd. S:latory af llohame4111 Deoorathe •'• -

PP• 86-88. 

22. ThOmplOll - Ohe lie 

Rno. Ialsn. Par\ I. Vol. II - P• 16:ff; Pia.rt 1. 

iol. I - p. 296. 

Pal eetine Pilgri• Text - If. 1893 - P• is. 
Art of Saraoen• 

23. l.aGe Poole,._- PP• 8'1-il Dimand - PP• 12-16. 

24. 

Thompaon - Chapter 16; R.l>.Roee - PP• 61-64. 

Kno. l•lam - Manara - PP• 227-8. 

Kalt ad a& e 1 g1HB 611 interesting p11otare of 

the moeque aa h• 881' it. rt migh t • erve .. an 

exanple of mosque arohi teotare : 

''The mosque of D&naeoo s is 1he f irie1t of ..,, 
th&t Kaalime now hold. The oolmnlll eapportlng the 

roof o:f Ule mosque o Cl18iB t of black poll.shed 

pillar• in a triple row. 'lbe inner wall.a of 

1101qGe ar• faoed w1 th variegated uarblee• - &4 

above this to the very celling are mo1ai.oe of 
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~r III. 

I\ 
Rab Yom l'ov Z:ahazula was previocely a weaTer. ~ 

'~• a•o•• .,.,, •>• ••• ,,. ••o> ••• •• ,.,., ~~ 
D,. •, ,..,. , .. n1• • ., n1'11 .,., •a:1 t u ,,, 

n - ••2ni D".,sD ,., • ., n'I• =·•u 11:1•pa' :na 

.••1• •:a •••n •no:a n:a"lr •• .,., 11•111 "D1"11'• ... ,,. 

2, ..,., ···•J ,,, n•:tDD1 ., . ., t 1n2 nu1 &11:'1 •• .,.,!11 

'l•a1n nus 1.,,., l.)1 '• :app .. .,D .,2 al ft!l1 !I ll:I en• 

.a"JW .'W}J 1'1D1 •an •'11:i tJ:a., 10111 "" 
. .,, 

P• l OO-lGl. - f1U ., .. ,'7 n.,H ~rm an 
I 

Thia period i a Jut be:fare Saadyn &Dd Sn• 

was on a lo• p l ane . Sheri ra in re:ferri ng to £Aron 

ban J ca eph Ha' Oohen saya he Cllllle :from tbe mercbw:lt 

gro ap:Posnanaki clai ms Ulat thie i nd i .nd111 al who ia 

else'i:t e re termeCi Aaron Ben Joseph ibn sa~gado , waa 

one who drew lines on paper or papyr11s . ( in Syriac } 

Posnanski, p .la7-9. 

f1"t!IJ ,DD 

,l,D 

In refsren oe to 1ti e lineage o:f s:aad;a G&on 

1 t mast have be en of a lowly origin. 

1'&l ter - Saadya Gaon_ - PP • 2'1-28. 

30. J°~diaahee Lexicon - P • 14C3 . 

81. Gottheil Worrell - l<"ragmez: ta :from the Genhah -

P• lol. 

~2. G" tthe 11 Worrel 1 - p . 153. 
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."IJ'D .,. l''"l an, ,,:10,1 DftD ,,:Ill., 
•• "•D - ·•• 'l, t•i- 'DD ,"J ,,. .. ,.,., 

_..,., - 0•1a,1 • •1:1,. 

... a... -· lalllppa • D• U-26 ( Grae~a 1. P• 198). 

ca•-.p• a•,1:> 11r91 •wo:; n:a,ol 1p1n111:; 1 ••• '\D 1•1 

1.,,1 •" .,,•o o·~· a•i,1,n • .,... ' ' c1·,1r9~· •011 

... 1"°" nnJo 1'7J1n .n.oo UlC!) 

. n,lp:: 'illD - ,-lin 

3.- • .......... 11- P• UO. \ -.I•• S•c. •«- a.w) 

~ . ;ruu a - P• tu. 



• • .lil:Sl':S Dft 1 a ••'1•'98 

.ti9 .. , 1•yn '"D • • Jll ':i • 'l1 'x• - ,.,., 

.22 im•o , (D• 1DJ >a..... 
19. ··~..ia.pp. 22,26,27 ,28,31. 

alL : "Tea mUH fl'Om 814• ll'H Ule :r.-mee I.a 

ll0111l'91na m4 oleft. ••• • There ar11 no J'Hl4ct 

Jne 'bat • o•taln namber of Je•l•lh hmdoraft ... n 

an4 ~er• oome aong them for the 1alce of tre4e 

am th •n re tarn •• Buaj main, P• 18. 

~. PP• 62,66. , n1)1DD ,~IHl - r "D111~ , ...... 
":1. "The Unar •&1 a gold oo Jln ••1gb1ng a boat 

7li sra1n1 of •h•a t 1ame &1 mikt~L. Itl Yala.e wu 

aboo.t 12.&0 bat ita po.rohulng patrer then wu 

abOD. t 17,60," 

•2.Gotthell Worrell, P• 7S • 

.a. "'"'o it:i•irn oy n:n1 :ny y:ix"l1 D"'l:i tn·~ 

·''" n•:a:i n:i'ln11 
'\.._ 

.3# 1:>~ 1•n - 'ID• 

.eo ,D•n - "'~''""o ae11p ... 
y:is11 to 1ac e•nn JD "":i o·uc tt" :a•11 11no - ..., 

l"IYD) (:S1D D1"!1 tt'IM) 1-,01 at.,1 :111D D1" i12::. 'l"JlrJ 

;1n10 :i1D 01• in:hi t;l~ (21• a1• 

.11 ~, n•ap '"D - W-n ,•111 ':i '1 'x• • ,.,, 
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- •au..a a, 

1•D1"'91\D1 D••1y an• D•1ysin1 a•a••nn - ... , 

1J'••• a'I '• Dlr'n:a tn:>a.,o 1wy•11 an"I •• Dn•,• ~DJ• 

••• a•an.,1::i ,•an an:>a61GW 11111• 

tt•J a•D212n1 a•1ys.,n1 1••••nn11 11,a; 1a::ia 

.,,1D '111 1')1ftl Dft:>a.,D ft1WJ' JR"l1 .,ft1D J-:>•,J• 

.1•• '•D,1~14 ~, ,l•plPD 'DD - 1
1 'Ja - t•1"1 

&Ot1 a•n - ,,,,,.D Compare 

.111 nn10 -lo•'101) 

- p,s 1n::i ,, 

'••• ni1nn 10 ,,Dav n1a::i .,.,, 111l'D 711 a•,12 

1•.,1atc11 n1na::i1 a•"\::i .,,M ,,DM JDVD ·-1•2 l""Dn"I 

'111 nJ,io1 a1'1::i i::i::i 1•• JDll• ._,., 11.,•n ate p::i,,o 

.11'1•1 '1a1 • •• n1na:>1 a•,::i~ 1•n •in ,,on 

.u a"n - .,y.,.,•o 

.1" 1•n ""l''""D Compare 

.1•~1•::i '•D-1~ ~, ,l1D a1• 1 DD • 1
1 'JI - )•17 

- r1r1n .,., •• , 

11D•:a::il 11'\ l lC 1•p1011 in• ,lln 'Y ,.,.l)1DIP 

• 1 nns; nJ :ae 

.1n .1•n - • :a:>.,:1 

41. .,lll n::i,:i1 e,wo n 1:i•n 1opi 1a1 u 1a 

.49 nnao - \D•1DIS) 
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•JnD' ... , ••• ;:1 lnr •'1:11 ~D::> • .,,, a•a• 1•••92111 

,,,. rJ .,,lD a1• ,,,lD nlal ,., 1J•'n ,J,, ••• 1,. 

.... 1D a••J a•,13 , • .,, •• D,1D1 'J 1Jtn1 111D• ., 

,.,, n•,••• ,, • Jwn ny•nnD1 1u;•1 101 1161,nn 101 

•'J• •"nl .,,JD'P 'PJDD 1D1,., '1J1_.111;3, UDO n.,. •'P1 

.101,•1 rn 
.. abuer - Keet. Heb. Ohr. II • 

.88 'I, - •1111t D6'1J ,~ 

•t. B • .al.er - .J•l•h 'J.'r&'Hller• -- R. P•1taoh7a ot 

Ratle~, PP• 70,Sl. 

so. 3. A41.er, J .. l•h 'l'r&Hll•• - P• 70. 

51. StadlH of 1. Anabaa 

Gott.hell - Tl.t :Bit• ot Gemaah. 

st. J. Q.R. - 014 Sers.a -- WorMD - Bo1ok Liata from 

OUlbr i4ge Ge.nlzah .rragmenta, 101. 20,1908. - P• uo. 
68. 1 pu n•ano ,., "•D• •:1n1 

n1 yJDl n1aD::>l a•-.:> 'ly ,., • ., a•1nu • ..,., 

.D•.,11::>n Dl•l nDJ::>n n•32 n1a1 

.r•p '•D - D•10~ - ,,,.,.D 
s.&. B. Acller, Jew leh Travel lera - pp. 915-96. 

"· Qotthell Worrell, .rragm.nta of Geahah. 

~s.B•JJJamln, P• 18. 
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.1'3S I 192 ri·1 1•n 'ID" a-p. 

GO . .,., ,J p•.,in., t•1nU C nK~lr/lr/1 JHU •1U\"l~J 1
"1 

a•1•11 yn1• '•.,io1r1::>1 n1nl• •liyl n1"DJl •nll n•ltlr 

a•o t•• a•, nll a•o., ny10 i1tcn~::>1 "'Yn' JDV1 n~o' o•o 

.1' '"' YPlM :oun --
.' ~irv• 

i;i. n•t TD" ywy :i 1 •:i1:>t • .,:> c•1 lli'yDr1 0•1ut.>n nlH/nl 

83 . 

1::> .,llD1 Kyo•p too n:i 1n111 n·i~n"ln~n "l"l1l 1 i· n~nrv iy 

i·in 1'D' 1n1K nn~o1 non:> 11r1l••o1 

.lil•o 'o , 23 l')i •H/ 1"ll ,l · ·~~ - 1•1') 

.ell.,.,, n•ioll c•,:in n~ icl., . 

• K' Y n'" 1')3 ,0•11oip i•n - 7yOOlCP 

0 l1 ~ 0 1•:i o•':i l ~Y ' "110K ~,.,. 'i 

.78# o•n - i y17•0 

r.4 . .t Pni •;:;, ,, 11n1w JD1ll 

. o'o"I - nnoo - (o'tol ) ,C'p - niwo -{0• 1ol) 

~ . .itoK i y ion ,,,~., 101Kn n•lo 0•1:> ••2n., 

.80 - n•n - "IY''•o 
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~8ollea t.xiOOll lle'hl Jlalcing, p.l'°' • 

''· 
h f4l l •• 

10 ..... ki - .TUcliaohe-•ieohe Buoherliate1ll au 4-

0enlza, Z.t H B XIII 

ee. 1n:a ,,.., ,.,.,.,,,n tn•nnno n1:ip11n nl7nJ .,.., n1.,yp .,. 

•1n~ 11 n111 iy a•on 1•01~1~~1 c•o:i tn~• t•n •101t "''• 

1n n1,1p1n1 nsno1 ny11~ 11 n1~ i91 ny11; 1r n111 ,,, npw 

.n 1n111 nu,p1 
ccap • 

• 49 nnDo - t>•101) .n•i., '•c • •u1 '~ 1•111 - ,.,., 

69. .r.~.a. 014 Serie•, Tol 80,1108, p."83. 

'10. WorlUll - Bot•• 011 the .Ten ln J'Uatet, p.119 • 

.r .o .• R. - 014 Seri•• Tol,18. 

71. BoHert - Oeaohiela'9 4•• lt'wlatgewrkea IT, p.361. 

'12. Minn - .Tewa in Jgnt u4 Pal. UD4er htimida, pp.78-9. 

'13. A.S.'l'rittoa - Caliph• md Noa-Mualim SUbJeota, p.93. 

74. .1.brahema - .Tewiah Lite in Middle .Ages, pp.289-90. 

See 49 ri i nnDD 

7~. t•tt ~tt,11• ritt •1:11 1•111ip ny :i~ t•tt1i mito • rtJtt 

.t•o 'o l•rt tt•n x• r1 1•1r11 ip nylEi t•at1., 

. 108 ')'1 i•n 1•11i1i1 .,,, i1 '1 • D..,11 

76 . n:i11:i nttl~ 1•in10 a•w1 - ttn1 11u •u1iE1J l,, 

ny:io:i w• tt1 an1 n n·~y 11· ~ ny:ic:i nttx1• n 1 · ~ 'ltt Jtttn •otJl 
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'· ... 
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tlitti - Tram lat ion of Al B¥ladhuni, p .301. 
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Cambridge - l.1ed .• History, IV, pp . 286-s·. 

Omar II i seued an edict to al l his offioera 

1io exalt the true faith a.al above all to ap:poi11t AOM 

bat ltia~ma in offic e of -t~~-... 
Wm. 1.iuir - ;111 and Fall at Caliphate, p.820. 

7. llao. Illam, Egyp t - p .7. 
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Oomp . · - l1ea. - pp.47-48. 

9. Ello. Ialam, BuPt - p. 7. 

10 . A.~.Tritton, p.26 
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A.S. Tritton - I, p. 2 7. 

12. Ceb:rdi ge - lied. Histor y , i o l Iv, oh.::!. 
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14. The Jewiah Spanieh veziere were Haadai ibn Shaprat ( 912-961) 

l•Del Hallagia and hie son J oeeph ( S93-1066 ) 
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lfi a. ~ . l.Poole, Egyp t i n Mid. a l e ...gee, p . l l::C . 
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o• ?ln l o • n ypip~ oi~ 'll ow o · ~ :i •iuri ·~ n :i1 • •• n,i:iil 

.·11;,• i • pn 1 • ?y yi ~il 1'm ., ~: 1ill lj>earle / i-; '?nn •1:ai 

A4ler 

22a. Tritton, pp.27- 2b. 

23. Be~ul e~ - Dawn oi Uodern ; eography , pp . 40b-<o>. 

24. .1.1oe es ibn K&.ah.t:il a nati·ve of Spain \'1 ae .:.:n~n ae 

a Wb.Od erix:g schohr ~nd ui pl omat . 1e came t o Sicily and 

endeav ourea to aid Sums on an Daula the last Uuelim A:nir 

retain his throne th er e . iis::::lma:t. 'the Jews of Sicily were 

n~tur ;...lly interested th 1;1t the iEl ~. ?Xi remain in 1'.ohemme4an 

hands. ~s es went w it.h t.he embassy of the Amir to Egnt 

in or aer to influeme the J ewish c ourtiers there for the 

Amir's cau se ••• £he missi on fai l ed far in lOol the Bor-

mlills oap tured Sicily • 

.i..a.nn - Studies i n .iew ieb History, pp.386- 88. 

25 . Beazley - Duwn of Joi:o:. ern \Teopgraphy , 'lol II, p. 22v. 

26. J . vberm~er - Die Lun dscha:ft Babylonian. p.152. 



Chapter {. 

27. Bu.l(h8 h - Ren . of Islam, Isl Efll ic Culture 192& , pp .431-~. 

26 . b"i tton, p . ~2 . 

2'#. ~ri tt on , p . l4b 

2t;, a. .lbe n the vizier s u ffe red reve r ses he transmittecl . 
to his family lUO ainars mo nv. l y . This vizie r Ubardallah 

b.Si.. l&i!llan wa s gratef ul to the J ew lorr bis k i ndne ss. 

1h1• v1zi·er inflicted reverses on .i ar·~dah wbQ bad done 

many :favors to the Jew s o he transmit.ted 100 dinars mon

thly to him ti! so . The vizi er he a.rd 01f it and c 61 led him 

t.c acc ount. Sahl ben Naz i r indicateol t:b.s.t he was cnly 

d oing what he hud d.Jne fo rmerly t o hi. ,.. Ee was fo r g iven. 
D.~ • . . argole outh- :raole Talk of a l.:esopate.mi a n Judge. 
Isl am i c Cultu r e 1~31 , pp .181- E. 

3 u . s . ;.. . p oole - Hiatcr;y of Egypt in dddJLe Ages, p .114. 

31. ~CILD - St d ies in Jewish nistor y , p.~S6 ~ .(see liiann II,274 ) . 

32. See chapter ~. n ote 1 9. 

33 . Lann - wol I, p.i2. 

34 . mi Killie - 355 Ab u ' 1 Mish ~c..fur - in Duvan ot SJria and 

35. 

Egypt. 

l bn Xilli s - 341 - Mui ~ z. 

Ibn Abi d - d!:lm ~1 J~hud i - 525 Haf iz. 

\4.BjorKm!:lnn - Sta1:<tzenKt:o.nz lei, pp .64.- 65. 

111.en ~bu Har"'- a n ew g overnor is favorably dlmpomet 

to the Jews there the Kar1;1 i te Jews wr 1 te toge ther wS.ih * 
mayor r eliues t ing in Fusta"t to r Eicomr.: end thoee oti'lol&le 



Obapter T. (3U) 

to our elder• the elders ot the Karaitee. 

llaDD II. - P• l!L• 

• n pov n 1 " "' ••• 0• 1-, p n o y 1 0 · 1:i : in o~ c " ; li - c •:i 1 ~ il •gyo 

., K,t' " P i J 1 rrnr"' r. 1•,:i., ,,o ~rn !(.,~ t;n' o~ · :~ ,.,nil ni-, •v: 
• 

0 ., M .,~ · :i · ~ · il.,1 " U!l l ., J.,:J? ' J M 

Mann I. - I. A.D. #13 - PP• 273- ·4. 

37. Mez. - Renaiasanoe ot Ialam - PP• 28-33. 

SAl"l..~6.-~ 2 1 rii ,n.1n • rrn., t"C" ' " .,no 

39. Eno. Judaioa , Negidim - PP• 173-178 . 

n• 1 1iM., , ., , 1:·y 1'l !l 7 l " l "-, :in 1 '?l"ll:O , .,r) :i "l !l nrn'l ., 1 '? l il 

nnp.,, • wr.i • 1 1:1 '-' J '? 1 o i o ., ;; o:in a, :i , .. . 1 ., • rn -,:i , ' ., p 

'l1 1Dil ., ) , '7 1il p? ., ,,0 l1!lHn'1 '?y l l :.M i ' !J il"1 il n ~ UD1 

, .,r.iil l , , . pv 1c i ,.,nil • 1 n., MJl l" '?y :i1n :i iann on 1n 1 , .,, 

'J::>l 
1
i1:l:i.,, , ., nwy ., ir.ino il l ~ V MD :J il "Y l il:J" l!/ 1•1 1• 1 n., cnp• 



43. 

45. 

Neubauer, ~ed . Jew. Chronicle• I, 

The one Moaaion when it• authority ••• 

questioned was in the case ot R. ~eir ot Faleatine in 

th• t'1l century. A aerioue confiict enauctd in which 

R. saadya or sun defeated hie rlTal. 

Up to the second third ot the 9th c1antury the 

Response literature contains not • aingle reference 

by a Gaon or Pumbedi the While the activi t :y or the 

Su_. Geonim began as early as the 8th century. It 

wee the richer and more powerful ot the ~wo. Both 

in the quan*i~ and quality or the work S~ ••• the 

leader. 71ben the extinct ion or the ca.oaaie waa i .. 

minent, Pumbedi the steppe :. into the toreg:rouncl. 

Ginzberg I • PP• 51•2. 

Nathan Hababli (82, 5 troo below) 1•eporta that 

the Gaon received a tixed ealar:r tor per11011al uae. 

RH' Jaram in his Introduction to hh Secle1r report• 

that one halt or according to another re1nd1Jlg one

tourtb ot all ~b• donations tell to the 11hare ot tu 

Gaon. 



Chapter v. 

47. 

.f.8. 

Rabbi Nehemiah in a letter addree1H4 to th• ~ 

mt t7 request• them to aend money tor '.biuelt and tor 

the aoa~. 

Ginsberg I. - PP• 13-l•. 

· . ,,,,.,Y 11oon p'>n" un l"'"'J :l., J1'11 K t'n.,1 ::· 

Neubauer II. - 88 rp ~ Cl 1 l D"l Y "'l.,D 

I n the higher aoademiea there wer•e Tannal• ad 

JJmoaai:a. The 'rannaila taught the treahlr1811 the Mt.eh.Dab 

and Toeetta - whllat the jmoraim ·taUGh1: and expounded 

the a-ra to the J10re adTanoed etuden1:•~ 

J. Q. .R. Vol. XI; l4mn - p. 450. 

( •) 

(b) 

C'lOKl D'ilfl np.,~ • wJll 

Good dleousaion ot entire aubJeot given b~ 

D'l1 KJ :1 no1 pn:i '.t i<"'IW .. il iunn n1 ·1.,,11., - : at'Wl!> 

~~1:~0 ,18-3~ ~, Vol. 80 no1pnn 

•9. See ohapter II, not• 26, 33. 

1p.,no ,., yi1•t "'1n1• , • .,y n~p· 1· n~ ,,.,c . i10.,n 1·~~ cno 

cn:i ~xy n1wl cn:i .,~in l ~ 1'1ln l pnn y •.,10 1 1n•~1 0 1 1:i ,~111 



'l~ o·~· M ~l inK oyo 1:i n 1 ~· CM ~ l ni nol lll/Dll ,,•n1a1 

.c,'7J '' t n i• K'~ ,,,o,n 'M 

Neubauer II - .s1-ss 'l, - ~~ '' D''Y ,,c 
s1. 1•1••, 1•100 tn ~1i1n 1·i n•:iw 'lll inion •:i 

1n1M t•Ki1p1 n1 wi nil N l N',., ,~ l'lnll1 ,,D, ,.,D '7 :i l 

n•1•1D MJnrni 1• w0H>D P' .1u111 N"ii l'f.>n!>' n•c"'lK 11 111~, 

•1•, ,, .. D~ Mn, v i n·~ Mll"M"l ''7D MinNl NlM., ''l ,l ' "' 

K'DW n~"ni1 N," nnl Ki1D' Ki1 NnKl~ni .. , .. D 'l ' Y nNlnn " K'71 

•tni " KD n•l ilyn~ Kn 1W, n• v Dl ~1 Nl .. , ,~lpD R.,, l KD , l , 

.N'DV l D l••ni t"il"~ •: 

.n"1 '•c - 24 rii . 1• p1:10 'co - ' i iil '1 '~N - t"'' 
1· ,., comp. 

~J81'111 Di1 ~ 01 pr:in •:i1 l!l rrn 0·1~ 1 ~ ii1:i ct-' ' y •1 n RlnrJJl 

.n 111 1y111 1•1•i • poo ,l '7y 1ny 

Neubauer II. -

~2l1,i :i 1 DDl c• won l i~K l i1:i~n •poy '7 :i:i ,,n l' n11 

1' K ny i~ ,,, 1l ~· Cl .cn • n •:i:i D' '71,l n ~ Cl J 'W n'7 KW:l 

.c1,u CDWDl C1'7D C1 W'7 

ll l" ~ Cl J'il 1 " " }1 ~ •i;:i ll J" K nli ~~p 11'1.,lll 

••• on ~Y ll , Dl01 '7W1D1 i c 1w '7 K 1'"""' 
Mann I. B. 41 - P• 128; I. PP• 117··18. 

S3 . Nln~ in~ ~ :io c' pr:in • w1Ko '7~11 t••i nw P'"n "'' 

llll noo:i lll n1 Vl D'l'l ·1 ~ "'YD1 illW c·i~~ llD 

nn~ ~· n,•:i n i~w 1 n1 no i o~ l lln i cw l 011 nlln l no1 n1l1Dl 



Neubauer II. 

~4. 3.Q.R. Vol X. - Jl.emi - pp. 338-342. 

0)5 . See Chapter IV, note 145tt. 

(3.lf.) 

.4~.-~ 1 r")"f 

J.Q.R. - Vol. 10. - Mann - pp. 3:51-2. 

Neubauer II. 

sa . Ginzberg II. - pp. 28~ , 287 . 

85- 86 ri , -Neubauer II. --
s 11n1 K Dl1 P1 1n1 ~ ni10 ,~0 ) ,c~ n~ 1 y ~ l n~ •a ,~, 

.1np,01 ,c~ n ,~~ t n · ~ 

Neubauer II.p85-

62. Se• Chapter v. note tOa. 



CllaP'a .T. ( 311) 

63. 

64. 

-z Nll ""'DD 

.~ ~, . n1io17D ,DD - ~DN 

'fatiw• • n1'7 1!' 

AJtcnritser - Gaonlo Deoreea and Doo\1119nta • 

.T.~.R. Vol. IT, PP• 38,39. 

6:) • Abraham the prieat ,.aeoretary to the aoad9111.7 ot 

M"cno - perhaps he waa aeoretary to saa41ah. 

lWD l n, p• ni1c~ ,,, ND ,,1 ,~N ,n,~o Dilil~ .,~N 
n~N~Dl i wo1 ::a• uo •• 1nn:inN ,~N lD Nl i• pD 1 nn y,·· ~ 1"'Y 

Soheohter - Saadyana, pp. 64.,6'1. 

>'l . Mann, Studies in Jewish History - pp. 3?'3-•. 

~7 . 1•ip1n1 1•1••yot'.I oi N •1:i •1w 1'7 t,· • 1••in1 

c• , :iin n~Ro nw1y oiN Nn' N ~3 1n1 wi '7 ~ '7y 1•1• pwn 1 

.1" D '7 y R'7N 1l:i n~~ 

:~eubauer II. 

GJ . Mann I. Oh. VI. 

~9 . JlaDll I. Oh. VI.,The Tarioua liated c•i ntoa i• po are:-

TO. 

(1028) c•in1on i•pD '''" ttc'n Nir~ 1:i npi~ 

(102R) o•iat on i• pc t •o 1n 1::a 1cno ,, 

(1093) o•,n1on i•pc nwo '"'11 'N"n1p• 'o 

Mann II, p.'18 n• y£1 1 ::a ia perhaps another. 

see Oh. IV., note 10••· 

• t ' l ~ 11 •me nny 



(3d) 

.. ,,.,,non 
llaDD, S'tud1e• in ~ew1ah History, pp. 367,S70. 

11. 

71a. AeaP•• Eno. J'u4 I. - p. ll~. 

72. 

73 . 

llaDll - Vol. I., Chapter VI. 

Vol. 19 n1>1 p nn 

:i•:i ) n1.,• 1:1 "'Ii 'H> lDV' ... 
~K 1DW •••• 1) 1n" 11• 1 J y · D" M:I ' K ':1"'1:1, •a ' K '"'lc ll 

'?:i K ••• 0 1'? ) 1 ) :1 t' K "'11 0•• on• '71 n:i "'l o OK ' K"i:I •p11•1 

~.II t{'? ctn :i c 10 7•:Jpo cti: :tr''"' t'"'l r. 1 

Ginzberg, Vol. II - PP• 112, 119. 

7 
some ot the broohuree were :-s . 

20 - il!l 1 pnn 

76. Xlbanen ben Shamir had en academy illl Fuetat 11bioh wu 

oloaed during period or .u. HelUJa. ·- ~>cc. ~ .... -A .. ,..~ 

77. 
J K1"'1' p'?M ::i 1•rm n•n .,,,l ,· ~·· y ., Klln :J"'l1 

n•1n1 n11:i yw n 1'? 1•n1 1o•:i., 'N"o c•.,• co ft :J "'I ~ c•,n10 



Chapter v. Calf) 

78. '!'heir kllil•ledge of anatomy waa not. aomple't• •• 

t.h17 kn• 11 ttl.e of the etud.1 of the lJmph er of ill• 

Y1aoeral dieeaaea. 

Islamic Culture I. 1927 - 111p. 392-3. 

H. 11. Leon - Physiology aai J£edioine under the C&lipha. 

79. s. JCrma, Geeohiohte der .;Jud isohu .Arzte - PP• !:!!!. 
R.G. BrOlll~- .Arabian l.led1a1ne. 

- : 

O" tt " PJ 1,Dtt" CK N., K nDp 
.,::; 

"''&1:1 11 no o :i ii""" 1~ i1'71n., 

•o "Y tt'1K ••• t.rDl nJ::>D . , .. ., HC1 J'" mm '7:l N" ClH'J (D"K01,) 

:n:i ~.,~ iltnoi 1., l" KW J"ir.>1 N::I l'' N" p:i • o '7y 1N •p:i NO 1 i 

l" K 1 , .. ,, '1:itt· ~ , .. ,:f 1 in1 0 , il 1f 1::inoo 111 rn ., ::>Ht 11" K OKl 

.01'7:> 1100 , .. , .... ~o 

. 41 ~, n•p '"o • w·'1~ ':i-·1 ~ i oo ,'l ' ~ N -1·1., 

81. Legacy of Ielsn. 

M. . Jizyerho:f, s cience and Medioine .• - PP• 311- 337. 

82. His v1orke Iii.re called "l~u tzen und Solladen der Nahmngemi ttel 

unci Drogen". 

J. Oberm~ er - Die l.&ndechaft ·11a b7lonim - PP• 3a8-9. 

82a. J.A.o.~. l!, inkel - .\ Rie ola o:f A.l Jahi1, p. 320. -~n:() 

82b . Beazley - Dawn of hlod em Geograp.ey. 

83. Tri tton - page i•e. 
84. E.G. Brown - J.rabian Ji4ed1o1ne. 

85. Eno • .1116. - Vol. II. Anatomie, P• 78&. 



eo. 
87. 

. (J 

89. 

(311) 

Mann - 'fol. I, P• l._ 

... I•lc, .U ~s.1ro111an - P • 046. J ( ~ -

1 
v. . 

I I f&&s ... 1 I P% ~ 
'lo a 

I a)• l•&ae larael. i waa born in 3gtp t p rio:r to 1832 - ---
arid died in K&iroYo ao i n 9:32 ,940 ,or 9.60 or 959. ~ 

(b) . MD1"\ .. a,tc"'l t.t 'ti •• ., C)I "1n'~ il ' ti f' D°'=> p ,_ .. , ~ 

H..rkavsi - Featschrift ( 1 908), p . 192. 

( c ). Ki tab al Eumm&¥at-in Hebrew 

Ki tab al Biaul - i n Eeb r e 

n 1.:i ; ,;:i., -in o 

)Nm -i o10 on 11riae. 

Xi tab sl Is t1khtae - i n Hebrew nl.,, o .. ., ., 00 

~ed . and p h1l. wo r:~ on el.emmlt• accordi ng to 

&rietotle, Gelen and Hi ppocrates . 

Islamic Cul ture, 1927. 

E. J.t. :..e on, Phy si ology anli lied . under J&'.hal1.fa,pp 393-5. 

(cl). Kra.us - ur .. te - page 1 0 , note 19. 

( e~. '1Ieglec t ne t to 'fis1t th e poor, !Qr tlbere 18 no 

nobler work th w th i e ; let 1h i ne OIJ n Ilk 111 · ual \ 

t.hee, and seek r.ot hon our in &DOther man's ah&lle. 

A.Bk thy reward • h :ile the s iall..m H ie waxing at 

its he i gh t , !Qr being c ured be •111 11arei1 forget 



(3.lf) 

what thoa d.141t for him". 

'.lb• Uaba olaim Danash aa their Oll D sta1'1Dg that he 

aooepted Kohammeclaniua. He is known by them u.e .lba 

G' efr .ihmad 1bn Ibrah11n ibn al G' azar. 

-4r- In thaee de_y e eobools of medicine were j~ew aza4 

those t.h a t existed o :i u.ld not be attended by Jerwe. (?). 

!tm:::;b1 Krall - Mrzte, P• l Off. 

n. Legacy of Ial llll - p. 330. 

~'· ~ann I. - PP • 83-84. 

~3. Doou meot of 1 066 . 

There ippeared the j uM'Sheik.h Abu Imram ibn Ishak 

th e Israelite p i:ye1c1an to t he Exalted .Lra,1eety SDd chief 

of the Jewist. ccmnu.nitJ,Rabb&nite, Klil'l.l.ite and. S811lar1tan. 

J . ~· 3. Old Seri es, /ol. 19-1~07, p . 485. 

:Iott.hail, R. - Cairo - Synagog ue llth oe1ntnry doownent 

94. .li.1alln I. - PP• 83-86. 

Allraham wi:.s knou.1 ae q ..,._" ,. 

96. ·~ a~·'7K ttn• CK ln~ ,; ~ , N, p'7 ~J~ ,• nr ni , nt n 1l"J,ntt1 

,o~· ON f n1,l, I'"' ,oNn1 ;Dy " J n~1 J1Y c~ppn) 1"Jn~ 

.1n1i1; ;npn ;N 11~p n· n ~ 1lln~ n1n1 

Mann - Studies i n .. av. 1st: Hi £ tory , pp. 327,339-•0. 

~6. s. Kraua - Arzte, P• ll • 

• tt• i, rii Adler 

98. I.egaoy of Islam - p. 338. 



Chapter '{. 
, .. ) 

98a. Tritton - p. 164. 

99. ~1i1n i•11 n ~ ~ 1 nv LJNi ( Nn 1)in '3 n1 'nn ~·::> ' Nn ,wn 

l'D' totn •:::iiin o•i•11n i•111 i wn "IW N:>X 'i cy i•11 

c"1yn cy 1,,:no na>1 c•ion nn :> nru1 :1n n1tt• r11n ,,y n:::11'7on 

, .,., ni1n 'l:> cy1 .. .. ··- .,,, ..... ,,, 

ND1,n '~1 n 1 ~•nn ' w•:> ,.,Nn ... ~ ··~'- ..,, .. 
( Nn 1)in 'J n1 ' r. n "lp•n i~:>Jn i vn ~ N l D~ 'i 

l4ann, Stlldies in J ewish Histo r y , PP • 453,468-470. 

100. Caro - Vol . I. P• 260. 

l Ul. Sir W:ri 116'4r - The Ca liphate-Its ~Use, J)eoline and 

]'all - P .P • 608-9, 

102 . 11n,~"v 1n11n~ ~N~01D7 n'7:> ~Ni t1'7no i ny ·~N •11iN'7 
.np1,n 
Thie shop was eith er t.be dwelling plao,e of t h e Roah 

Kall&h or he was me r el y liSke d tD ci. e liver the letter to 

him. 
c•11 N1n no1pn7 o• y111a c•11w c• 11y - •po11t•c 

.5o rii 

1 U3. His bo~ 1n Heb r ew i s entitled 

tr &nSl tited i ntc L!:i ti n and cl:il l ed ''Li be r Seore·i;oria 

Alohem_., .. • 

Jud En o . - .iUohemi e , Vol. II, P• 161. 

lU4. Lega cy af Islam, p. 3 BO. 

l.laah-a'allau. is kn ·:wn in Hebrew i:.s Mos es b. Abrah•• Bl 



(3q.) 

al. 10 wrote a treatise in Arabic on " .. mlnwee1~n Rel1g1onell 

Wld Ba ti one". 

Obermeiver - Die Ltmdsohaft Babylonien, PP• 338-9. 

106. Eno. ~a4.-"81.ronomie, Vol. III, p. 600 . 

106. U.I. Sohleiden, Importance of J ews f or Pres e irva.tion of 

herring i n 1~1 d dle Agee, p. 45. 

107. LegE..03 of Islam - P• 381. 

1 07a. Eno. Jud - Geo gr aphishe Li ter a tur - p p . 2ol-l~. 

108 . lK:t• '7K• o .,!l 'i1 ( Ar~b ian Commttnd er) o"•pnl ·rnK n.,•.,:i1 

ioKn nn R J" ~il ~ 1i11 n1•:i:i nn1:i"n nn t1 yn ' K ,,~~ 1 

1 0~1N1 u o i ti !i1J"iD 1111/., ~ Oil 0•::1:>1:in O""Pil ill )I . n 11 v~i 

":> "l11N t :i N'7 ,'7 R" 0 '7 !l ,, ill y . n 11p' i• n7 "IRU "iM:it 

n•1 wn1 ;r'7p o"K:i it'n:in 1 nN :i::n:>n •1 t< · r1 " ~"'1 ,,.l i:ii 

lp:i• n , .. n .n t< " J 1 '7t:i:i 11 '7ni'1 n " ll/•'7111111 aRp"i~rn !I ,, ' n n 

u yo'7 y :i1C.1 1 ny 1:iw1 11 n1 1;1 1ny :i ti i•on1 t pld1 1:11Ki 'Y' 

1!\•17-1w. 

•n·:i .,y n•nn nnN ,."'IDND lln~··1 i·i:i1:> t~ CK iDKl 
f y n•nK '1'7 t•on1• ioo- .•n;wnn ':>:11 "n•:i ':i:i .,W1D1 

.4.S.~2 rii . : 190• 1:1 .,., n1>*D •• ,.,,at 
110 . 

111. 

z. Adle r - J ewisl: Travellers Pe tachya of ~atisbon, p . 

( 314 '• o 148 '11 . 28 '•o - 11 rii 3•'n ":i :Jin) 

s. Gand z - •rhe As trolab e i n .i ewi sh J, it e r atur·e . 

Hebrew Unioc College Annual , fol. 14 - p . 48:1. 

See al.SO .~o 91 n't nl - nnon 

... 

68. 



Chapter y. 

112. ho. Jad. - iol. I II , .:.stronomie . p . 601. 

113. Ki tab al Scharc:. of :>avid .U JOlkamin i. 

Ki tab al awar weal lla..rak i t of the Karai te K1rk1aan1. 

- of the Karai te ,' e huda E:adaasi . 

Enc. ~uu - Geog.Literature , pp . 26l-2o2. 

Comp. Beaal•i - I>awn of lod err. reog:r aphy , 7ol. I, 

PP • 3~3-7 , 4v9- o0; io1. II, ~, 2a.. 

"U,.~ .. ,. s . Tr i tton, p . 164 . 

·u.slr Legac.v of I sr l:iel . 

A• ; rull «te- I nfluence ox .:-ucu;.i ~m on Isl~, P • 168. 

114 . K• pe lE - Pr.e .:ev." i n His t . OI C i vili za. 1~ion , P• bu. 

115 • .; . ~. 3 · - 01 0. Series. 101 . 15, P • l oo ; ·wol 17 , p. oo . 

::. i r s ch!e l o. - .:.rab ic i ar ti on o Cai r ';en :iZal:: at Cambridge. 

11 6 . Legboy o~ I s r :..el . .. "he J ewish Factor - Pl?• lSE - !:H ... 

117 • .:e .. i st poet Ao~ .;an, a d · .. ro te v er s es wt i 1::.l" ... e re se t to 
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