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CBAP'NR OHt 

Secondary Sources: Li teratu.re on Dartd Darslum.. 

The secondary literature on David Darlilan is ratmr Diggardl.y. 

There are but a hancttul ot accounts abait him, none in any- ay complete, 

and none pertectly accurate. The longeat and JDOst detailed is by .. ttatein, 

running to a little more than a page in this ~ Po::>n1 '1tcia• nn'11n'1 

l •., '1>~ mile pc-haps the most succinct, based on wettatein, :Fuarst, 

and Ben J'acob, is in the En07cloped1a Judai.ca. Here the complete account 

tame up one paragraph, ot perhaps twenty- lime. 

In the various .:>rks on bibliography ot Hebrew bookB, he 1a ccn

aidered 11ben ei tber ot his two published works are mentioned. First then, 

we shell list and describe brietly the accounts or our wn. ter in the num

erous works on bibliogra:i;hy ecmsuited, aner mtch 111.ll tollow a listing am 

&\IJIZDarY' ot the meagre biographical accounts. 

A. Bibl1csraph1cal Worka. 

Thia is one ot th• earliest b1bl1ograJhieal works, and, on page 76, 

under the l1 sting ot DaTid Darahan' • 5 . ha bas the toll.owing to 

say-: "Shir Ilda-a.lot L'Da'fid: by David Darshan. CClltain• the speci•u 

rroa al.1 ti. books ha wrote. Published in Craeow, 1571. Q.uarto. He alao 

wrote "K'tab Hitnazzelut L'Danhanilll," published 1n Lublin, 15'8 (l); Kutil 

L'Da'f14 - aemons; Kigdal De.Yid -- manual of letters; 'l'eblll.a L'Dand --

eomentary on the 613 ocmmendmm.ts." Apparently, then, Baas• aecawit renale 

tha tact that b8 aaw the title page of s. and parbapa ot K. Bia error here, 

u discussed in note (l) at the end of the chapter, was borro.ed by som later 

bibliegraphers, wlo probabl.1' nenr saw the books they listed. 



s 

2. BIBLIOTBECA HEBRAEA. -- Johannes Christophori Wolt11 -- Hamburg et 

Leipzig -- 1715 

On page 295, no. '86, he lists the writings ot David Darahan 

(concionator) as follows: 

a) i 1 i? n I? rion i • 11 -Oracow, 1571 
b) n1.,~Jni1 lnJ -Lublin, l5i8 
e) , n '1 '1 • J 11a 
d) ,,, ?ilo 
e) ~,,., n?nn 

The latter three are mentioned ot course, on the t i tle page ot s. Ha states 

that these works are listed in the D• J 111 • • n1>t1 , and that the last 

named work is mentiomd in th• Catalogui Bibllothecae 

Leidensis, page 169, where t.he author is listed ae a.Keeser Da'fid, scn ot 

Keeser Leo. ( 2) 

3. BIBLIOTHECA J'UDAICA -- Dr • .Tuliua Puerat -- Leipziga ~9 

Vol. 11 p.202. This tair~ lengthy bibliographical account ie, in good 

part, a eolleotion ot all the inaccuracies and errors ot preceding b1bliographere9 

(Por detailed discuseion see notes l and 2 at the •nd or this chapter). a. ea:i

tusea DaTid Darsban w1 th Messer Dartd ben Messer Leon Rafi ot Mantua. '!'hen h• 

lists t.he -c>rka as toll.owe: 
IT\. n t '1 ~l n i1 l n J 

b)o•Jei,; nt?~Jnn JnJ 

both Bua and Woltt. The 

a) , 1 .,., n 1 'nr on ., • 11 Oracow 1571; 

Lub Un, lMB. Thus tar be seems to be toll.owing 

, t ., '1 n., n n or David Darsban, wh1 eh, so 

tar as we have been able to discarer 1'!lB never published, he contuses with a 

book ot the saJll!I t1 tle that W8.S published in Constantinople in 1..577 by Meeaer 

David ben Leon. He then attributes to him a 1t0rk entitled 

as mentioned in this 1577 edition ot • Fifth on the list, 

which he hilllselr admits cannot be attributed to our author . is a book b,.. -~ 

name i t i? """" , Prague, 1616. an attempt to h!u'monize the conflicting 

Tien ot Vordechai .T~te and Moses Iaserl.ee 111. th reterenc• to the Shulhan Arukh • 
• 

J 
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He attributes to him a manual on ritual slaughtering in Hebrew and Italian, 

published i n Venice in 1609. Then he lists the remaining crke by DaTid as 

follows: 1) Maskil L'David; 2) Migdal Dartd; 3) Magen David ; 4) Netesh David; 

5) Segullat Melachim; 6} Kol Adanai Bakoach; 7) Sbebhai~-naschim; 8) N~l 
'Adm.im; 9) .Ain H.akoray; lo) Abir Yaalcov; 11) Bet David; l.2} Xiase David ; and 

13) Ba-gebul. He bimaelr ad.mi ts tbat the authorship or SCl!le or thes e i s vague. 

ItCllll.S 3-12 are repea ted both by \'tettetein and 1n the J'udaice. article . 

They are listed ill a•J11• ·no11 as tollows: Abir Ye.alcoT,-- Messer David b. Leri -

book on medicina - MSS '1>1>; Bet David -- R.Dartd b. Yehuda -- on philosophy 

(p 12); Ki.see David - R.Dav1d b. Levi: (p 33); Megen David (p ~); Nab.al. Adanill • 
(p 53); Neresh David (p M); Segullat MelachiJI (p 55); A.1n Hako?'81' (p 57); Kol 

Adanay- Bako~ (p ~7); and Shani} Ha-namim (p 74) are listed as MSS m "en by 

Jleseer David. That this Messer David 1a our David Darahen requires considerably 

more endence than l'uerat•s say-av, nor are Dartd ben Lert or DaTid beu Yehuda 

deriniteq to be ideutitied by our author 1lb.o goes by the n-.e ot David Danllan, 

or David ben Mau .. , Darahllll. 

-'• CAt:YPGUi LIBRORW BUR.Aa>ROM in Bibllotheca Bo4l.e1aa - Maul'i tz Steinacb.neid•~ 

Berlin • 18$l-eC> 

Voll, p.859. Steinac!m914er lists the "f,,a, nt".tl70i1 ,,., wb.iah he hilleelt 

examined. J'rCD it he culls soma tacts ab~t David's lite, which 11111. be dealt 

with in greater detai 1 in Chapter 2 ·• For example, that in the year 15'58, 

he spent some time with the Bordolani rmn1J.y in Ferrara, and that in 1568, one 

I tt~,., u n110 cam to Oraco• Yi th writs or n:communication aga.1.list ODJ 

• ,,,, ill10 tor pemitt1ng the mcbers ot the D'Ato raily to t a m a cue against 

the former into a Christian court. F'rca the preface or the book he mentions the 

tact that Darld collected some 400 books between the age ot lg and 25. (Here 

Steinschneider betrays a slight misreading ot the pre.face, tor what DaTid did 

write was: "\~tt •••• D•,ft)J D'"\OD nt KO Vl,tt • • •• 1)1ft' o•J::>K 'lttt" 
" i1J11 n'l nnf "fl7 •• • • nJl7 o•• ll •n'"i117l 1'Hl17l ·nn"\D 

(,,,~ n1~9on i•11 ,ilo,?n ) 
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i.e.• that be made t his collection over a per i od ot 25 years, beginntng it Cien 

he was lg ) . Steinschneider al so mentions tbe la~datory poem by David Dars ban 

that appears in the 1569 edition ot Naphtali H.erz•s commentary upon the Five 

Megillet Rabba. He adds that he may be tm David Darshan b. 1'71 i? n Manasse 

who was p root-reader ot Isaac Duran's Kit i • i '" 1574-76. He then lists 

the 1571 CracOlf •di tion ot the s. nth a brier description or it as a series ot 

s pecimens tran his three 'llDrkB: a) ,,, .,,10 

encl &) Finally , 1n parentheses, he points to two errors 

ot Wol.tt, t he mis taken date ot K. (tor fu l l discussion see note l at end ot this 

chapter) and the c Ollfusing ot David ben Jehma Leen with our David Darshm. 

5. •arsaw, 1886. t~t MOP 'ztc l Qf!l 'z Klf17. OQJ ) 

p.233. Lis ts our author as David De.rah.an b. Jilanaase or Cracow, darshan 

ot Lublin. Attempted t o set up a private academy in C~aco'-" but failed. 

and finally detemined to set out tor the Holy Land. He then l1 st s David Darahan • s 

t10 published 'WOrks, the s., 1571, and the K., Lublin, 1574. 

"''"'f'I ,i1C11l , ;> Dl"llO ':"ftf?~ D "M"M' mco .n111,:oi iio ,ro 
6. !811J8JWY•~l•!S1n• .~JY• •a!Y !1J IYW• JfJ!M .IYYll JJI 

Under an alphabetical li sting ot eutb:>rs. on p.273 B, we tind R. 

David Darshan. followed by a brier listing of his writings as !ol.l.ows: nt.,toi1 , • ., ... 
" .,1,~ n~nn _,,, ~,10 _,,,., ~·~oo .n•J ",,., n1~sJn~ .,,,~ 

On p 8ge 29g A. under Ule letter " , there is a briet refereme to the 

Cracow edition of s. The date ot K. is given as 1548, and the other books, men-

t ioned in the title page or s., a...-e once again listed. 

7. CATAWGOE OF ~ R>OES IN THE BRITISH MWE'Cld -- S •van Straalen -- London,l.$4. 

p .61. Van Straalen lists the cow ot K. , 11h1ch is found in ths Britilil 

Museum aa item 1966, b.23. He thin.las that the chronost!ch on title page is in-

correct {see note 1) and accepts as date of the book 1571, whi ch date he tinds 

on tol. 5b of the book. He also lists S, Cracow, 1571, as 1 tem 1966. b.24 - w1. th 

title page wantiug. 
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p. 248. In Hating K. he quotes rather tul.ly trom 1te title page, givi~ 

a.s the place and the date of publication, Lublin, 1574, mentioning also the date 

1571 on tol. 5B. 

P• 577. He lists the 1571 Cracow edition ot S . together with the three 

other books Jl19ntioned on its title page, and then he lists the series ot 110rks 

which Fuers t lists, and which in reality should be ascribed to Messer David b. 

Messer Leen, as is pointed out in Note 2 . Ben Jacob himself admits that SClll8 ~ 

this list are attributed t.o same author other than David. 

P• 323. He mentions David as da.rshan contemporary w1 th R•Moaes Iseerles, 

and refers to the mention of him in Responsum 81 ot the Rema. Reputation as a 

poet, writing laudatory poem in l.569 (cp. supra). His works:-

a) K. - published in Lublin, in 1548; 

b) s. - Cracow 1571; and the other 3 books (Mi gdal David, Tehilla l 'David, and 

Masktl l 'David) as mentioned on the title page of s. GiTes Bass as his source. 

10. KAT.AUJG der SALO OOHN'SCHEN SCENKUNGEN, Dr. Bern.ha.rd Wacbste1n, Wien. 1911. 

P• 46. The only other extant copy ot K. that we have been able to find, 

besides the copy 1n the British Museum, is in the above collection ot the 

Juedische Kultugemeinde Bibliothek in Vienna. No one knows the fate of this book, 

as well as that ot t h e whole library, tor it was all recently confiscated by the 

?lazi authorities. In lis ting it, Wachstein also quotes fram the title page, 

g1. Ving it the correct date of public ation -- 1574. He takes specific issue 1d. th 

Ven Straalen' a date of 1571 by pointing out that the famous rabbis Moses Isserles, 

Solomon Luria, and Isaac b. Bezalel, are mentioned on the title page as deceased, 

and all ot them were alive in 1571. (For t'Uller discussion of thi s point , see 

Note 1). On pate 143, he lists the l'IJ, nt.,•lo l'10n t7,,o., '71i•t {Cracow, 1569) 

ot Naphtali Herz b . Menalp111, and mentions the tac t that on tollo 35 A is to be 

fotl!ld the dedicat.ory poem by David Darsbul. 
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In this bibliographica l catal.ogue, on p . 296, K. is Hsted, with the 

place and date: Lublin , 1574. Under the lotter " the book s. is listed. 

12. ~tlRIJS OF J.iE.DIEVAL HEBF!FJt'POETRY - ISRAEL DAVIDSON, NEW 'YORK i924-33 

Here Davidson lists those poems or David 1dli ch are extant, three ot 

1llh ich are in s. , t he fourth t he laudatory poem or 1569 that was attached to tho 
f'"-a.t 'ftl4.Y. 

tirst book to come orr the press or Isaac of Prosstitz in ..._ (See Ch • .J, note 38) 

In Vol . 1, p. 110, #2320 , he mentions t he poetic she~ita permit 

(S.16a). In vol.2, • #221, he mentions t he Aramaic poem 

attached to his bann age1nst Moses di Rossi (see Ch.~) - (S.126); on p.U4, 

#378, he mentions the l audatory poem wh1 ch i s at the and of the book by Naphtal.1 

Herz; and !1nall.y, in Vol.3., p . 72 , #81, he mentions the poem D.,tJ47 .,"KO 

i n S.15a. 

B. BIOGRAPHICAL ACCX>IDm3 . 

How little is actually known in the extant secondary literature on 

David Darshan becomes clear when we gl e.nce at the references to him, not in 

bibliographical 'Clrks, where t he t110 printed books of his M>l!ld inevitably make 

an appearance, and a few facts about him 110uld be added if the bibliographer was 

able to glance at t he title page of these books , but in those books where there 

i s an attempt to dea l wi.. th him as &-i indiv i dual , rather than as a name appended 

to s ome early Hebrew prints in Poland. 

13 . Warsaw l.886 

P• 165 In epaaking of the commentary on the Five ~eg1.llot Rabba, published 

in 1569 by Naphtali Herz, the author reter s to the laudatory poem composed tor 

the occasion by David Darshan, and then, parenthetic al ly goes on to intorm us 

t hat his name is mentioned i n no . 81 or the Responsa or the Rella , and that he 

wrote s. and K. , mich were printed 1n Cracow. (Here he errs slightly, at course ). 

1 
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p . 39 A briet paragraph, on the great perscnalities in the history o! 

the Jewi sh commun1 ty or Lublin, 1 s devoted to David Darshan, who is here called 

the ci ty-darsh~ \'1l ''1 t Ji • Pl , ,,,,). His decision to go to Palestine to 

complete his U terary activity is mentioned, as well as his two printed books. 

Nissenbaum, however, tails to make men tion or the da te of the s e cond, K. He 

then lists his works , as listed by Benjacob . In a footnote he quotes the author 

the tP•nn , UC to the effect that David was a darshan in Cracow 

at the time or R.l4oses Isserles, end that in 15~9 he wrote a posn celebrating the 

publicati on or a canmentary to the Five Meglllot Rabba. 

15 . Vol. 4 

P.91 A brief article under listing Darshan. He is erroneously named 

here David b. Moses, Darshan ••• poet end darsban i n Cracow and Lublin. The 

statement is made that K. was published in two editions in Lublin, once in 1548, 

and then in 1574. He mentions the citation in the Responsa of t he ReMa, the 

laudatory poem o r 1569, the publication of s. in l57l, and the proofreading, in 

1574, of part o f Isaac Duran's K'\ ti •igo. He l ists the other book s mentioned 

on t~e title page of s . 'l'be sources or this article are: Fuenn's ,,ac,,,.. niu:> 

and the D • • n i1 i t K • 

p. 35 This is perhaps the best and fU.llest account. Mentions the title 

'1'1 I Jn Olfti\ g1 ven him in the " aci 1, ", ir 11' · and rrom the Ba.JIB source 

mentions the fact that his father was a martyr { o 1, i> n ) • His teachers--

Isaac b. Bezelel, Solomon Luria, and tioses I s serles. Firs t published his K . 

in 1548 . Falls heir to saMe error here , as many bibliogr aphe r s . Makes mention 

of Resp. no. 81 or the Rel1a. Speaks ot hi s laudatory poem or 1569, then mentions , 

with a brief w:>rd of description, s., which was published in Cracow in 1571. 

Then be lists the unpublished 11:>rks, (as in Ben Jacob ), but does not express 
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doubt as to t he authors~p of any or t hese. In Lublin be republishes K in 

1574, as a prefa ce to h1 s l onger work, , n'I '7' lOO and t.hen Wettstein 

quotes from the title page. Refers to his proofread 1ng or parts of Duran's book 

as previously mentioned, and in that year, in the :nidclle or his work , be lett tar 

Palestine. At tb1 s poi nt he conclusively prov es that t.1:8 date ot the publication 

ot the IC,l, •i11 e7is1574, but this otoourse does not concern us here. 

17. ENCYCLOPEDIA JUDAICll. Vol g p.843, Berlin 1930, article by S ·A.Horodetsq 

A briet paragraph 1n which David is called "preacher and 11 turgical 

poet," disci pl e ot Rabbis Isaac ben Bezalel, Moses Isserles, and Solomon Luria, 

who lived in Cracow in the 16th century. I dentities hilll ( w1 t h probalili ty) with 

the David ben ha-kadosh llenasche, 11bo was the "magiha" 1574-76 ot the "Shaare Dura.,. 

Settled in Palestine in 1574. Lists his works as in BenJacob, mentions the two 

dates ( 1548 and 1574) attributed to K. , but otters no !)&rsonal opillion on that 

problem. Then he lists the eleven unpublished works tirst a ttributed to David 

by Fuerst , and subsequently by BenJacob, addin g that sane or these may have been 

attributed to David erroneously. He mentions the responsum no. 81 in the 

Responsa of the ReMa, and t he laudatory poem of 1569. His bibliography: Fuerst, 

Or Hachajim, !'uenn, "8ttstein, Nissenbawn, and Benjaeob • 

18. 

p . 5 In this book on t he history of the Hebrew printing press in Pol8.lld , 

" we are informed that the f irst book to come o tr the press ot I saac or Pro~titz, 

wbo re-established a Hebrew printing house in Ora.cow after a lapse of sane years, 

was tbe n1 i n 1'1' 1 o 'n ? v 11 1 i 'I> by :~aphtali Her z , early in 1569, and 1n 

honor ot the occasion, David Darshan composed a poem that was printed at the end 

or the book. In a rootnote he s t ates that David was l ater darshan in Lublin. 

p . 6 He mentions publication or s. in 1571. 

p . 44 He mentions David as proof- reader in the publishing house in Lublin, 

in 1574 -- reters t o his proof-reading ot pert of tt'\1, • .,.,., am 

""1 ; .. ,t 
publication in that year of K. I n the ~ of his worlc on the proof-reading, be 
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set out tor Palestine. In a footnote he refers to no . 81 of the Resp~nsa of the 

ReYa, and also quotes t rom the title page ot K. 

19. t 1Ji r" ~ ' 1 mm ,, ':il '? ]ltL? -- 112HT ) • o~:.'J1 i' ii 

n';pp "'"' ill,' K Tn K'" 

p . 8 In the introduction to this book on the Yerushallni, Lieberman 

mentions David as author of the ixj) n 171 i .. ., in t he Yerushalmi that first 

appeared 1n the Cracow edition ot 16oJ. In a footnote he states that Da"Qld re

s ided in Cracow at that time (Refers r ee.der to D' • nn i 1K 323) . Lieberman ' s 

theory is take.n up in greater detail in Chap ter 1. 
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NOTE l. THE DAn OF PUBLICATION OF K. 

In the body or secondary literature there is a good deal o! ca:i fusion 

with regards to the date of publication or K •• and the added quastion of wb.etJ:Br 
WO'C 

there - one or tllO editions or this book. 

A careful study or the photostats of t his book. obtained fl.'Om the 

Bri tish Museum. tends to settle this question once and tor all . 

In the chronostich on the title page tlie author (or perhaps the 

printer) mak.es use or a biblical ver se in which one or more or the words mar ked. 

contain the date by the Yalue or each letter. Thi s was a r ather common practice 

in placing the date ot Hebrew books. Thus the aate on the title page ot s . is 

~ . . . 
c • J • J ., r> K ' i1 i'1 , ? , or 1571 . In the t 1 tle page or the apologia tor 

darshanim K. the year is llste<i by the following verse. 

We know that the n~rical value or the YRWH i s constant. i.e.26, and 

we know t oo the reluctance or any pious Jew to ~ tu.11. Hence the abbrerta-

ti on. 

The Bibliographer Sabbetai Bass in his 

ot 1680 is the fir st to t all i nto error, md is hence the aource ot later errors 

especially on the part of those mo did not consult the book at first band. Re 

lists K. as having been published in the year ;;;p (308 1 i.e . , 1548) . Ir he 

saw the book, he may have f allen into error, because the chronostich is in two 

lines, and the word comes at the end or the first line. His eye 

mey have missed the marking ov er C ~ at the beginning or the sec end line. 

~t any rate this dat e is repeated by Wo~, and by Fuerst, is men

t ioned in a footnote by zunz . B.:ld then it turns up regularly i n the Seder Hadorot , 

Ozar Yi srael ; Wettstein, and the Or Ha- Cha.yim. The article in the Czar Yisrael, 

and Wettstein, would have two editions ot t he same work, one in 1548, and 1he 

other in 15741 since they come across indubitable rnent ion of the latter edition. 
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Rorodetsky in the Encyclopedia j\ldaica mentions both ds.tes, but expresses no 

def1nit.e opinion. 

Van Straalen, led astray by the 
. . ,, ' is inclined to tollow the 

date or tol. 5B, mere David tells us he completed writing the book in 157l, tor 

•" l l"'? 110uld be 1557 (acc. to his rec:koniDg) and hP-.nce impossible, since a 

later date is mentioned later in the book. 

Ste1nschneider q~stions the 1548 date, w11hout making any special 

comment, while those wbo definitely assign the 1574 date and no other are Fuenn, 

Benjacob, Wachstein, and Friedberg, and Michaels. 

In fol . 5B, David h1m.self tells us that he finished writing 1he work i n 
.. 

1571. As to the "• being an abbreviation for the the fact that 

Solomon Luria, Moses Isserles, and Isaac b. Bezalel are all mentioned as de-

ceased (and none of these three l1 ved beyond 1573, shows that th~ book was pub-
)1. ") tT ,.,IW 

lisbed atte r this year. Moreover, we know trom the 1574 edition of Duran•sJ\tbat 

David proof-read the first three "Gates," which is an added factor in establishing 

the tac t that he was in Lublin at the time. And finally, 

ot 
~~ 14A/l ~ wn<4 i .i-''PJ 

n 1 n • whictlrmakes the total 
I\ 

, . .,., or 1574. 

•• i s an abbreviation 

Moreover, the book itselt mirrors a Vi9alth of mature experience, and 

since David was born in 1527 (see ch. l), he wruld have been only 21 in 1548. Be-

sides in paragraph , '• ot the tc · he s peaks ot his sojourn in Ita\', and 

we know him to have been in Ita~ in 1558 and 1559 (see Ch.2). 

Our conclusion then is that there was only one ;-rinted edition of K. so 

tar as we have been able to di s cover, and that it was brought ou t in Lublin, in 

the year 1574. 



NOTE 2 THE CONFIBED IDENTIFICATION OF DAVID BEN M$MSSEH DARSH.AN, 
WI 'IH MESSER DAVID b. MESSER LEON, or DAVID b . JEHODAH. 

In his Bibliotheca. Hebraea, published in 1715, J"ohaunus Christophorus 

Wouf, identifies the , , ., ? n? n n of which we have men ti on in the title page of 

the s. 1'l1 th a book of the same title listed on p . 169 of the Catalogus Biblio-

thecae Leidensis where tm au.thor i s li sted a s R.Messer David b. Messer Leon, i:m-

plying that the t110 men are identical . 

This error is taken up lock, stock, and barrel by Fuerst, in his 

Bibliot heca Juda ica, and t he nerger between David Darsliin and Messer David b. 

Uesser Leon is carried to its logical conclusion. As a matter ot tact he lists 

him as Ji:esser David b. Messer Leai b.a-levi of Mantua., and only in a footnote 

makes the identification with David Darshan. . He then mentions the books of 

David Darshan t hat we mow, but contusas the , ,,., n?nn with a book of the . 
same title, by Messer David, published in ConEtant i nople, in 1577. 

Then he reent1ons the following ll books , ,,,, n•l(2 : li)t• ,.lM ( l 
; tP l ? a n ? 1 o ( a ; , 1 , .,., l ( 7 ; a • J , t ? n J ( 6 p 1 , 11 a \ 5 ; , n at o l ( 4 ; ? u l n ( 3 

.a• 11J n nl11(ll ;nll •• 111?(10 ; •,1 ? n 1•1(9 

These are repeated by BenJacob , NiesenbaUJD., W9ttstein, Horodet sky, the first and 

the last admitting that some are erronesoo.l y attri buted to David Darsmn, but 

all of them hintin g that the author ship of mos t of them is his. 

We pointed out on page t> ot this chapter t hat all these titles are 

menti oned by Bass as MSS, and none are attributed to David DarEhan. 

The question arises: Who did write these books, 1'h.1c:h never found 

their way into print? Under the title I.:esser David b . Messer Leon or David ben 

Yehuda, i n the Encyclopedia Judaica , vol. 10, p.?87, there is an article by 

Umberto cassuto, tdlich t hrows considerable light on the sub ject . Here we learn 

that this Masser David was born in Italy in 1471, and therefore was long dead 

before David Darshan ' s fir st printed book oame off the press. He was a prolific 
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writer, and among his works 11 sted 1n the article are the following= 

(Const. 1577)- ., t "'I'? n'1nn 
( Conun. to ni to - MSS Oxtord l263) 

'3•J 1ll 
MSS-Mon tefi ore 290 -
(Neubauer-fragment REJ-!l-

, ,, 11 a 
D 0 P'J n nl" 
lt>J • "'f•JM 

D0 l .,O n '11 D 

Assigned to him by Bass are the above, plus the following: -

It is rather safe to conclude, then, that none of these books 

assigned to David Darshan. 

., '., ,,, .,, , 
nll •• 

a• J,' 
should be 

n• J 
ICDl 
.,., J 
'1 , ., 
'1 nl 



Biography 

Wanderer, scholar, preacher, healer by channs , rabbi, poet, proo:t-

reader, and rather or unmarried dalghtera -- all these, and perhaps more, as 

David ben Manasse, Darsl:an, ot Cracow. Thus f a r simpl y-e. name in bibliographic 

catal ogues, a short paragraph i n one encyclopedia a:a:l in a raw histories of the 

Jews in Poland, he e~rges trom a care:t\J.1. examination of his writings wi 1h an 

increased stature, a heightened interest. Re becanes something ot a personality 

rathe r than a merrcipher on a list. And he torms a wedge tor the entry int.o a 

deeper insi sJ:t t into the lite ot 16th century Polish Jewry, precisely because in an 

unseUconscious way he mirrors the farces and foibles at wat'k among the more un-

distinguished masses of the people. And not through the eyes, SS¥, ot fanous am 

we•i-known writers of history or res-;_)onsa, but ratmr tran thus tar unexamined and 

little-known sources, sources charged tull ot interest. 

His lite span covers the period of rich growth in Polish Jewry. A. 

generati on before his birth, thera were perhaps 50,000 Jews in all of Poland. A 

generation att er his death, there were over 500,000. (1) He was born but a gen-

eration removed from the expulsion ot the Jews fran Spain, a calam.1 ty that tilled 
~t 

his world 1' th wandering refugees. and gave a great impetus to,..development and 

spread of mysticism. In the land of his birth, Talmudism was on the rise, having 

beel:l. g1. ven its first great impetus by Jacob Pollack, who is credited with the de

velopment ot Polish pilpulism. Pollack was succeeded by Solo?DOn Shachna, the great 

rabbi o f Lublin, and tallX>us as the teacher ot Moses Isseli.ee and Solomon Luriaunder 

llhom Polish rabbinism came into its great blossoming .. It was early in his lifetime 

that the great 1nst1tulon ot Jewieh autonomy, the Council or the Four Lams, probably 

ca?JB into exis tence. {2) 



,, 
David Dars m n was t he son of a martyred schol ar and r a':>bi , Manasse. (3) 

He was born in Cracow in (or about) ·the year 1527 . ( 4) Of his childhood 119 kno w 

nothing. He undoubtedly received the thorrugh educa.tion in Talmud t hat was rapidly 

becoming to be the sine qua non of any cultured Je'ld sh home in Poland. He was not , 

ho•ver, a member of the grCMing :tavored class ot camnunal leaders and officials, 

the "upper crust" ot t he community, which was vested w1 th such power and intl uence 

in the growing development or the autonomous imperium in imperio which the Polish 

kings and higher nobility encouraged for their own particular interests. This is 

apparent in some interesting passages in that apolcgia t or his c~, ~he l nl 

t1•J ,,,,,41 n1 '1u nn , ?hich he deemed it necessary to publish in 1574. (5) Here he 

i nforms us that even in his youth he was driven from pil l ar t o post . Re was not 

perm! tted to study at the yesh1 vot , tor many men doubly endowed, "both wise and 
To\,-6~ 

rich" prevented him trom appl ying himself to the study of t he -.ia, tTeating him 

as t h ough he were an outcast. Not only thc.t, but they trie d t o hinde r h im trom 

making a living , depriving him of al l hi s pupils ;md student s . Hoever, upon hi s 

Olll aanission, he evaded the dire t a.ta of illiteracy by listening 1b the discourses 

ot t he grea t rabbis ot "Russia, Poland, ~ore.via, and Italy," who were always ready 

to repl y to any cp.estions put to t hem. 

Thus among his teachers h e claims l.:oses Isserles ( 6) ,Solomon Luria ( 7), 

and Isaac b. Bezalel (8) . 

It is just possible tha t amongh.i3 fe llow stulents at the academy or 

ldoses Isserles were David Ganz and Abraham Halevi Horwitz. we know (9) that these 

t wo studied in Cracow under that t eacher . The former , author of t he "T1, 11QY 

a secular historical "C>rk , and a student or astranomy and mathematics; and the 

latter, in his youth a keen student of philosophy and autho r ot a canmentary on 

the Remba111, received per haps their prime impulse to such secular studies at the 

aeade~ <1 the Rel.le. Zinberg describes in interesti ng fashion how Isserles fol-

lowed tW> 1' dely varied interests, Talmudic studies and philosophy. Indeed Solomon 

Luria { 9a) complained t.o the ReMa that he had found the "pra}'er d Aristotle" 

written i n the p rayer book ot one of the latter' s students. 
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David knew the D • J t l J ni 1 o of Maimonides . 

(9b) 

He shows sane knoVil.edge too of ancient as{onomy and mathematics. ( 9c). 

The struggle betweEll the two factions, the anti-!.1aimltnists and 

ObS~UTa"ti'S°t 
Maimlfnists ea.me to a bead {see note 9) in PoSlll where tm t rre · 5 · , R. 

Aaren, bitterly attaekad all non-Talmudic learning, especially the study of 

Maimonides, and in a heated sermon went so tar as to state that t.he bu.ming 

or the Talmud 1n many parts or Ita~ was a direct result or the publioat1on 

in 1551 of a new ecll tion of the Guide. 

To this Abraham Hal.evy Horowitz, then in Posen, replied wiUi a bitter 

and sarcastic pamphlet {9d) attacking R.Aaron, and vigorously defending the study 

of philosophy. 

Curious, indeed, ~that the l!aimMlist-Anti4ilai:mllnist struggl.e made 

such a belated appearance in Poland. And it is interesting to know that David 

was one of those, lbo through contact with the circle around the ReMa, was 

1Duched by these influences, and, at a tillle when Talmudic knowledge was the 

be all and end all or educated ;rews, had the veriest t.ouch or what even the 

'1 • 11i so bitterly condemned - n 1 • J 1 ~ • n n 1 o l n • 

Where David got his rabbinical ordination, if he did get it, is 

unknown. He is given the rabbinical prefix hi •na ) on the title page of his 

t110 printed books (10) am in two other contempor ary printed references {ll). 

However, there is a q1.1tstion in the ReSJ>onsa of the ReMa, no.81, by Da'\tl, and 

in his reply, the Rella does not refer to him as a rabbi at a ll. (12) It m~ 

be that he sent in this particular question before be obtained any sem1.eha, but 

at aey rate, by 1558, when we tim him in Italy, he vests one Uri b. Shlomo 

Hacohen Lippman with authority to act- as a shochet (13). And we know too that 

people cam to him vli th ritual questions { 14) am that in one case he replaced 

the rabbi ot :Ferrara, JoseJh Mintz, as teacher ot a certain young man (15). 

Early in lite, as he himselt relates, he f!11Ve expression to hie 
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talents as a darshan (16) . The Cabbala was an early inrlllenc~ in his lite, and 

even before 1558, v4len he was yet i n Cracow, he soll, so he relates, thousands 

ot amulets ( 1 • ir • 0 i> ) during a plague. ( 17) • .There are reo:> rds or 

serious pl.agues in Cracow i n 1543, 1552, and 1556 (18). we kno w tlla t the Relt.a 

l ost his first wite, the daughter of Solomon Shaclma, in the plague or 1552(19), 

am tbat during the plague o r 1555, he h1ns elt !led to a neighboring city to 

esc ape the scourge . ( 20). It is probably to one ot the latter t10 to which 

David rerers. 

Perhaps, then , after 1552 or 1556, David set out on his wmderings , 

probably going from c1 ty to cit y , picking up what money he could by the sale 

of amulets , and delivering di scourses to the multitudes when p ermitted. We do 

know it to be a tact that he spent some time in Posen, at the home ot t he well

to-do agent, Meir Levi. ( 21). 

By 1557 we mow him ~o be in Ferrara (22 ), althou(tl exac tly lib.en 

he arrived there is not known. It was not an uncomcon thing tor Polish Jews 

t o visit Italy and vice versa . As a matter or tact , there was a good deal ot 

interccnrse bet,,ean the Jewish communities or Polalll and Italy. The tirstJew

ish prin ti:og presses in Pol.am were set up by Jews who had cone trom Itel y. 

Poll sh rabbis ere freq\Zlntly i n coIID!lunicati on wi. th Italian !'Sbb1s. And 'What 

is perhaps 1110re i nteresting is t!:e tact tbs. t many young Polish Jews went t o 

Italy to study medicine especially a t the Univers ity or Padua, and to study 

at the Talmudic yeshivot a s -.el l (23) . An i n teres ting tact i ndicative of this 

is the appearance o r a pentateuch in Lemberg , in 1590, with commentarles in 

both Yiddi sh and Italian ( 24). Many Setardic Jews came to Polalll via Italy

as physic ian s or apothecaries (25). The f aJJDus c ourt physician and statesman 

to the Turkish court, Solomon Ashkenaz1, followed a route that led trom Italy 

to Turkey via Cr acow. Dur1 ~ his stiv in the Polish c1 ty, he became rather 

f'r1 endly wt th the ReMa . l.ioreover, in 1559, one ot the ReMa ' s books, the 

1 • • i •no a commentary on the book or Esther, was printed in Cremona. And we 

mow too that the ReM.a was always in close contact with the Rabbis o r Italy (26). 
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Nor \'laS t his interplay between Poland and I"taly confined to the 

Jews. It is sut1'ic1ent, in this regard, to point out that the King himself, 

Sigismund August ( 1548-1572) married the Italian princess Bona, or the House 

ot Sforza (2?). 

In Ferrara, he sta~d with the apparently well- to-do Bordol ani (28} 

family, teaching (and probab~ preaching) a t the Bet HaMidrash sponsored and 

supported by this family. In the year 1557 we !ind that the head ot om or 

the ye shivot in Ferrar-a, Rabbi =racob Reiner, reqtested him to 1frl. te a responsum 

by way of examination, 'fhich he did (29) . The exact :purpose or this "exmination" 

is not exactly clear . It may have been done to establish David 's right to act 

as a rabbi. The respcmsum 1'hich David wrote is o! interest snong other 

reasons for it mirrors the impact ot Marranism upon the Jewish life ot that 

day. 

In the tolloldng year, Rabbi Joseph Mintz, member ot that tamous 

.Italian rabbinical family 'Vlhose i:mmediate ancestor, R.Isaac Mintz, had been 

involved in the famous rontroversy with J"acob Pollack (30), reqµested DaW.d to 

write a short treatise on one of David's specialties -- amulets. The result 

ot this request was the t • 11 • a., n o g D ( 31) , a detailsl treatise on kab-

ballst ic charJJS am their prevalence, w11h a strong attempt 1X> justify their 

use in the face ot some criticism. We find 1n this article, as in his other 

writings, a rather str<llg predilection for the Kabbala. Both these themas 

will be discussed in greater detail in another connection. 

A rather interesting insight into David •s activi 11 es in Ferrara 

is included in a selection tran his manual <:i' letter writing, 

mich appears in the , .,., n1 '?van i • 11 • The let-ter is written in the 

na.ne of a student Wio had been studying with Rabbi Joseph Mintz, who left the 

city 1 .n search or health. Thus the student has to look for another teacher, 

and appre.ntly Vlith some success, tor he writes; 



"I found a worthy man, full of wisdom. His name is R. David Darsha;i, am 
he teaches Torah at the household of the noble Bol'dolani family. He is indeed 
like a richly bedecked table - fe~ng kno'llledge and understandi ng 1:o p eople 
lacking these as do I. Who can adequately praise his A.ttairunents? His light 
shines forth in Talmud and Posld.m ••• He is vecy able :ill polemics and logic ••• 
am in gr81111l8r . •.am he i s aloo extremely well.-sld.lled in the kabbe.l.a • • • " (32). 

A worthy- recommendation indeed, even if David probably wrote it himself. 

We do not know precisely how long he remained in Itq, or exactly when 

be left, but he finally gravitated back to Poland, and he is found in Cracow by 1568. 

For in that year, liosss Bordolani, a member of the fanily which seems to have 

treated him with suob hospi tallty in Ite.l.y, c8Jll! to Craoo w bearing written banns 

of exemmnunicat1on signed by many rabbis against one (probably 

Moses d1 Rossi,( 33)) for having permitted the D'Ato family (34) to sue the Bordblanis 

in a Christ ian court . To thi s David adds his 011n bann of 9XCOmmunic ation, together 

with a poem in Aramaic, chiding Di Rossi for his heretical act. 

Apparently David was considered the leading poet in the camnUJ11ty -

something akin to the poet laureate. In the year 1568, though rapicily growing into 

one of the leadi rig Jewish communities i n Poland, era.cow still lacked a Hebrew print-

ing press, due in large part to the defection tran Judaism of the previous publisher, 

leaving only one printing press i n the countcy, 1n Lublin. (35) To fill this gEp , 

Isaac of Prossti tz, who had studied typography in Venice under the famous Giove.nni 

Grypho, c811e to Cracow, bringing w1 th him the famous proof-reader, Samuel ot 

Bohemia 

out of business. Isaac brught out his equipment, brought it to Cracow and set up 

bis establishment there, receiving a special pe:nnit to do so from the King, Si~ 

mund Augustus II. (36). 

The first book to oome off the press of Isaac of Prosstitz 'WBS a 

commentary on the five meg.1.llot rab~ by the Rabbi Naphtali He~ b. UenalJ.em of 

L1'0• (37), and it was published on the first day of Elul, 1569. The aPJ!larence of 

t his book was a red letter day in the lite of tha CCJl!Illunity,and David wrote a special 

poem ( 38) for the occasion, mi ch was included in this, the first book to come Off 

t he Ill lily eltablished printing press in Cracow. It was, so to speak, an early 

Polish Jewi lh counterpart of Keat ls• "On Looking into Chapman's Homer." 

I I 



Upon his r eturn t c Oracow fran his extensive travels, David bad brought 

w.ith hi m a collection of 400 books, (39) a truly extensive collection for those 

days , consi sting of talmudic, rabbinic, kabbali stic, and philosoplUcliterature. 

And so , as he r elates in the Introduction o-r s., in view of the w:Uie-spread ignorance 

and illteracy (40) he decided to estSiish a house of s tudy, lilere all who wished to 

learn, and lacked the books or t he knowl edge, could come and so do. 

Thus he writes: 

" •••••• Divine providen?e has seen fit to put these books in my hands, and to 
place i:-.e in this house of s tudy even though I be in such a 1owq position, in 
order to strengthen the deep f aith i n God and to keep the 'lifeline" ( 1.e., 
s tudy of Toralt) from snapping an account of the stress of business and occupatioll, 
taxes and troubles, and t he re is no time to study Torah and to becCllle i nti mat e ly 
familiar wi 1h ~he mi tzvot. ADd some may have the time, but lack the books. And 
soue m91V have the books , but lack the understanding. And so when they come into 
my house ot study, this le.ck will be filled. And if s ome perchance should know 
more than do I, I shan't be too ashamed to learn rrom him. And if some questions 
be too mu.oh both for t :-!B asker and myself , I shall take the trouble to send it 
to greater scholars." (41.) 

He adds t hat he will al.ways be prepared to set aside each day at least an hour to 

gi. ve an expository sermon or to interpret some bit of Torah. 'This, of course , will 

be of special benefit to the poor. He i s prepared, 1D o, to teach gramnar to the 

teachers of children. This latter might well have been an acquisition of his 

Italian contacts , for we know what 11 ttle regard was paid to this aspect in Germany 

and Poland. (42) 

Thes e then are t he obv ious benefits to the utt erl y unschooled. To those 

who know Sranething, or as he puts 1 t, the n~? • ,, 1 • t he following benefits will 

accrue: 

" •••• coming home tired and weai:y from their dai l y t aks of eking out a livelihood, 
they can take~book home w1 t h them and rea1 it, and if they find difficulty in the 
me&i ng of some difficult \'90rd Of' passage or hal.acha, they can write i t out on 
paper -- eve:t i n Yiddish and send i t anonymously to the house of study, and i.f I 
don ' t know, I shall ask someone else.• (43) 

The qµ.e sti on of David, Vlh ich e.pIEars in the Responsa Of the ReMa, (44) is probably 
the result of his being •stumped' by one such question . The beueft t s of his in
stitution to the lamcianim, the greatly l earned, will be t'l'IJ-fold. If any question 

in hal.acha troubles them, he will send for a re~nsum to the great scholars of the 

day, and place all these before the head of the Yeshiva for his fina l decis ion . More

over, i f they are hunting for sane particular passage of law or citation, he will be 



1.~ 

happy to look it u:p for ther_ i n his collection of books . (45) 

And tinally, (and perhaps most important) he tries to justit'y his undel'

taking by showing the benefits t hat will accrlB trom this to the head of the yeshiva; 

for in this way they will not be troui led w1 th unimportant questions, nor will they 

lose time w1 th petty matters. For only the most importm t matters will come before 

him. (46) 

l'he head of the ye shiva in Cracow at this tiioo was none other than the 

ReMa, who was succeeded after his death in 1572 by his brother-in-law, Joseph Cohen, 

the author of t he famus responsa 1101• n•iteo(47). lb.en David then wmte in the 

!iakdama , that he undertal!es all this with the clear under s tanding th!t he have nothing 

to do with any official duties , either pertaining t o t he ka.hal or rabbinical affairs 

( 48) , be ~ well have done so as a result of pres SJ. re frl')m these quarters and n ot 

through t1heer modesty or self-effacement. 

Thus for a short while David remained in Cracow. People did come to him 

for ritual or legal questions, and for spe::ial requests. Thus tor when Morechai 

the Alchemist, leaves five unmarri ed daughters behind in Cracow, and betakes himaeir 

to Fra nkfort-am-Main, David writes a lettP.r to t he camnuna. l leaders of Frankfort 

ask 1ng them to per s mde or coerce the atorement ioned Mordechai to aend, not hiJnsel.t , 

but money, to supply the five dm ghters with do111"1es • ( 4g) • And 'llhen ;;,ne i> ny • 

n1-,., n11a is takan capt ive, David writes the plea t or ra.nson (50). So tno be 

writes to the rabbis ot Ita~ on behalf of an unfortunate agunah {~l). 

On Purim, of the year 1571, a tew weeks before he left Cracow, a 11 ttle 

book containing specimens tran books 'llhich he had written either wholly er in part, 

came oft the press or Isaac ot Prosstitz. It was his .,1.,., n1-,9;>n i•11 (52). , 
At the very Elld or this little book is a charming biogrfiical. poSD., 

llhich gi.Tes us aome insight into his variegated life in Cracow ( 53). He preacled 

every Sabbath and, at bis 01111 modest contession, his sermons had a 111.despread repute. 

He was always prepared to answer, if he could, any quest1 ons on t he Torah that mi@)lt 

I I 



be put to him. He was, in addi tion, a combi nation physician and heal.er by chal1!ls,-

a sort ot pre-t.J.assidic Guter Yid. He was prepared for all emergencies. He might 

be s\lllJllOned at any hour of the day or nic;ht to stop a hemm{rbage. He was on constant 

call to ease the pangs of childbirth by giving a special charm to the mother-11:>-be. 

It a baie were by chance lodged in a child's throat, they came to him. If someone 

threw a tit or went insane, they came to him. Evident~ , sober talmudi c learning 

alone did not meet all the needs or the collllUon people . 

Yet for all this, he ruefully reports, he 1."eceived abs:lutely no pay. He 

had not yet acquired the finesse of the l ater princely 'Guter Yid', or the emoluments 

or an established. rabbinical post . His only source or income stemmed from the sale 

of written amulets against a plag.ie or some other calamity, and this he spenCmainly 

in the purchase ot books, l'lhich he placed at the disposal of the general camnunity. 

But this impecuniosity is not the least of his woes, for be is "blessed" with muJy 

daJ.Bhters. Hence he must soon take his leave of the great city of Cracow, to attempt 

to raise the necessary money tor dowries, and he 'f.'111 gladly appreciate aid !ran 

matever direction it might cane. 

But this was not the main reason for his leaVing Craco1f . He was not 

successful in establishing the prl.vate "midrash" in Cracow (54) . As a darman, 

y 
h6 was constantly under fire , i:pbab ly largely because of his kabbalistic meth~1 and 

extreme l y free form of i nterpret ation. At any rate he felt it necessary to write a 

defence of dershanim and the art of preachi ng , as a preface to his book or sermons, 

the , ,,._, '1 • )f!Q • This preface appeared in Lublin , in 1574 ( 55). The 

problem or the opposition to the darshan, md just who the opponents might have been, 
Tit~e.. 

will be taken up in detail in the appendix to Chapter )IMR. He finished writing 

tb.ic preface just be:fbre Sbabuoth or the year 1571 ( 56) . It is fairly safe to as

sume, troJn what be wrote in his poem at the end of s . (57) that he had already left 

Cracow. He tin.al ly arrived in Lubllnt am t here he becane ths Darsban or the city 

(see title page of K.), and in the year 1574 his apologia for darshanim, the preface 

to hts Maskil L'DaVid , C8.JllB otf the printing pesses. Here too he .as asood ated 

w1 th the printer, and acted as proof- reader. He proof-read the 

which appeared in 1574, as far as the "Fifth Gate" ( 58) • 
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All writers on the subject are agreed ai the tact that David left 

Lublin at that time to continue on to Palastme, as he hints on the title page 

or K., men he writes: " • ••• and he desires to set ou t tor Palesti.a.e to complete 

his 1f1'1ting activity there" (59) . 

A recent discovery 9ihich was brought to the attent ion ot Lieberman ( 60) 

makes it possible to cast doubt on the ract that David ever got to Pnlest1.ne, or 

to suggest , at leas t, that it he did go, he must have returned to Pol.and. In 

16°' there appeared in Cracow e. ne'l7 edition or the YerushaL'!ll, w1 t h a canmente.ry 

by an anonymous writer . This particular edit ion was reprinted much later in 

Krotoshin. In the edition at the Hebrew Univera ty Lib rary- , (the seccnd edition) 

1 
g~ t~: ~~ v; i1) ge , besl de the p rinted phrase describing the commentary:•• I) ct• D 1 n 1 M,, 

"'11'K .. J1a')K •Jt?1> "'IJnao "'l~i'there appears the note of some scholar who used it: 

• ll l 1 OfJ l'ltt n'1•1 1 l 1> '1un.... And in Nazir 86, (Y) in the commentary appears 
' ' l • IJ , ' J , M • n 1 • I> 

t h e phrase: '' t 1111"'1, ,,, •') nac·u ll1.., • Thus Lieberman thinks it 

qU.te likely, al though{ the matter is subject to much deeper res earch , that David 

Darshan was the author or th.is camnentary. And he characterises him as such in 

his book ( 61), while at t !",e same time saying t hat he intends to give the matter 

fuller consideration in the near future. 
~_,a\>\)' 

David was" alive in l6dJ, and was perhaps Th.is muct. seems ream nable . 

in Cracow . He mi,jlt have been only a pr oot-reader on t his pSj,'ticular edit.ion of 

the Yerushalmi, and slipped in bis name in a coxmnent onthe one passage. Or perhq& 

he was the author of t he connnentary, hiding b.is name because otherw:I se it mieiPt 

meet the opposition or the "lamdanim" as we know rran K. ( 62) . The matter ../"or 

course deroafs much mo re carerul study, e.t the hams of a ccm::;>etent Talmudic 
) i\ 

scholar mo can tamillarize himSelf canpletel.y with t he contents and style or , 
this p a rticular commentary. From a careful reading of both K. and s. it is mani-

r estly clear that David we.s certainly learned enough to have been capable or 

wr1 ting sum a col!Ullentary. 



7..7 

But tron t he year 1574 to the ~ ar l oo4l , we are faced wi. th an t:.tter 

blank . Not one iota or information has come t o our attention. 

It ne.y yet be , that in the not too distant future , David Darshan will 

be established not only as an interesting example of sixteenth century Polish preach

er, mo had a talent tor writing as well as preaching, but as one Wio made a 

defi nite and lasting contribution too to Talmue.ic literature. 



NOTES ON CH.l.P TER TWO 

l. Dubnow, Hist ory of t~ Jews in Bussia and Poland, vol. l, p.66. 

2. See the first let r.er to Graetz in Dembitzer'e 

3. Title page of K: 

4. s. Hakdema: ,, nur D'• •n .. n211 •nt"lnlo p11Jl •nniD "l•K 
"'"'" n'l nnJ • Thus since be wrote the Hakdam• # 

in the year 15'11 (or thereabouts), and hence was 44 years old 
at the time of the writing, then the latest possible date for 
his birth was 1527 - or 1)8!' haps a year or so earlier. 

5. See para.graph 14 o! K, where be writes: ,,, at~"ln lD?n ia•. 
'1ll 1'1 ft1,1i1'1 .n001"1 •'1p 'i1 1°0• .no,;>iln fUCJ "lntc • •• K?M"li>D 117"1"1 
• .,, 1ion K•'11n11 intta :nJn iir •JJ•lnt •J••nn11 .n>•it '1t'1•n •J•o 
,J"l1>ol '1D'11aa •n••n• :n1tt'1n1 n1'1ill nola •Jtt•y1n1 .n1tt'11 •tt'111 

1'1i1 •'1Jl7 "llM1 :•n:u .,'" n•n•o'1 t1'1111tnJI .•n, '1K •nio •"llJJO 
•'1ir ta? •1 :'1,l> •n"ll '1Vl •n••i1 ni1nn ntl• o• n•Ja •1 .'1,'l"ll1 

:"1171Jn nir11 ni1n1 1••ir'1 •>ao 1'1Dll .i111irll noJnl a•~i n1>•ia noll 
1oil i1ir1 •••• n1•"lo aJ•nJ •'1p ••ir1 ••••• ni1>a1 an•>•1 •n••n11 •Jta 

•J '""' :•n"ltn J1011'1 a•i•o.,nn •Jao 1'1a11 .•nol"llD1 •j>u•o ion'I 
"IOK1 .•"lol'1 ni1nn l'n nl•K K'/17 .tnD •J"IPl Sl~S •1'1• ,, tnK ""'Q 
nitnn •a i•irta .n11,J n1i •Jn1001 ••• : •ion n•l .,. nlan '1• •1'1 •'1 

1iniro1 1•'11D1 •••oti •oJn ant :n1J•11• ••K"I n~po l11717l •n1••• 
....... ., M 117 ., l '1 .,. D n D. l ::> 1 Q '. n 17 • ., M"I 17. • l uu M •• ., a. M 1 

6. 

7. 

Famous punil of Shalom Shachna, b. 1520, d. 15'12. liTed in 
Crscow. Was mmber of the Communal Court and head of the 
Talmudical Academy. Author of the "Kappa". famoue commmt&ry 
to s~19an Arul} man) imt>ortent works of responsa, ate. 
(Dubnww, vol. i. p. 123; also Wettstein I, p. 21.) 

Solomon Luria (MelisRaSHaL or Solomon of Oetrog) (1510-15731 
famous contemporary of the ReM.a. Author of "Yam Shel Sh'lomo" 
and "Choohmat Sh'lomo". Critical of Shull].an ArUll• Ooou-pied 
post of Rabbi in Ostrog, in middle of 16th century, where his 
lectures on the Talmud attracted wide s-pread a tten tion. Spent 
hie last J9BrB in Lublin. (Dubnow, vol. i, P• 126; Bieber, l~lll 

nM~D01~ • .,,,1~ n~1ta P• 311. 
I I 



8 . Isaac b • Bezalel, of Ladom.ir, brother of thelieHeRil c:£ Prague, Fl . 16th 
century, contempor ary c:£ ShalOlll Shachna end Kalman or worms . ..\n important 
fig ure in t he spread. of Talmud ism in Poland. Great halachic authority. Di eel 
in 1576. Uentioned el' Resp. of MaHaRaSHal, 1, 15 , ani 35f; of Joseph Cohai , 
17; of Reliiia, 91. (Enc. Judaica v. S , p . 501). 

9 . Zinber g , v . 5, p . 58 ff 

9a. Ibid. p . 58 

9b . s. lla J .. ., ., ··., • J i> ., n i1, ~ o i1 J., i1 i J n.1 1 a J 
and lib , where he chides Loses of -'arbai!le for misunder standing a certain 
portion of tba11 Guide . " 

9c . Ibid. Also K. par . ? 

9d. Zinberg , v.5 , p . 65 and 14onatschrift, 1903 (where it was published by Bloch, as 
an anonymous docwnent . Schipper later proved Horowitz' authorship or this 
pa~hlet . 

lo. On the title pages of K and s 

11. L"l the Commentary on the Four hlegillot Rabbk, Craco111 1569 (see facsimile on 
p . 4 lb of n.,np .,~., "'DD and in the 11ein • .,,. 

Lublin, 15?4. 

1 2. In t h i s respons\llll he writes: 

13 . s. 16&. 

)4 . s . l2b 

15. s. l.5b Joseph Uintz., a member of the f amous rabbin ical family of that name 
in Italy. Other members of this fami l y: R. J ehuda HaLevi ~ntz , rabbi in 
P adua (d.1509), (Wiener, p . 63); his son, R.Abrahan: t:intz of the same city, 
(fl.l.504-1526) (Wiener p . 42) and t he former's uncle , R. Lioses Untz (Wiener , 
p . 63). Whether Je& eph was Abraham's son or nephew, is not knovm.. 

16 . S . Ha.kdal!l.8. 

l? . s . ll.a. 

16 . Wettstein , v.l pp22,i3. 

19 . Ibid. p . 22 

20 . Ibid. p . 23 

21. s . lla 

22. s . 8a 

23. i.1nberg vol. 5 , p.40 

24 . Ibid. foo~ote 19 (See also vol . 4, p . 69 ) 

25 . Ibid . . .. 
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6 . Ibid. p .41 

Graetz, Geschichte d. Juden, Leipzig 1877, vol.9 1 p . 443 

S . lOa, 12a. The Bordolani F8Illily. In s. 15b we have mention of a h:eir 
Bordolani , and 1n 12a , of a I.:oses Bordolani. In t he LUCJDT AVAND& , part two, 
by S . Bernstein , Cincinnati , 1935 , we have t he poetic incript!on by Leo 
~odena (no . 23 , p . 499) ot the tanbstcne o f a Rebecca Bordolani , wlx> died in 1610. 
In footnote he stU"tilises th&t she •as the mottler ot a lleir Bordolan at whose 
-..edding, Leo Modena wrote a poeiJ. (See Di\llan of Leo L:odena, ed . by S.Bernstein 
Philadelphia 1932 -- p.171) . l.iay have been wife ot Zalman Bordol.ani, at whose 
reque st I..odena wrote .,.,.,, .. ~ '1M1i i'na., 11•~•P,.,, no,j)n 
Thus ~Meir Bordol ani may have been a g randson of tm Ulei r Bor dolani men
tioned by David i n s. l5b . 

29 . S . Ba 

30 . See the Dinn PD• of Rabbi Jacob Pollack, published by .Samuel Wiener, 
St . Petersburg , 1B97 . The rein is contained the text of t he ba.nn issued by tthe 
f ormer agaiIEt Rabbi Abraham M.ntz , along with t ?D nullifications of t he barm by 
~he rabbis Juda Leib of Ferrara and Asrie l Deino of Se.bionetta, on the grounds 
that Jacob was simply being vindictive, and issued the bann because he i n turn 
had been excommunicated by .... brah.aln • s father, Yehuda ::IaLevi L:in t-z . 

31. S . l Ob 

32. s . 15b 

53 . s . 12a . This p articular case make s an inte.,.esting addition to history af Jew
ish lega l autonomy. 'i'he Di Ros si family was an ancient family in Italy. 
Azariah dei Rossi, we know, lived in Ferrara around 1571. (See article in 
Jewish .2ncyclpedi a ) . His father ' s name was l.:oses , and so the I.:oses Di Rossi , 
if our reading of David' s • t 1 i., (he el s:> writes it •D1,, ) 

) be correct, msy well have been the father of Aze.riah. \'lhi ch i s an in
tere sting and not altogether implausible theor y. (Graetz, Gesch. Vol. 9, p.416) • 

34 . 1'he D'Ato family ( 1 D M , ) : .-\ prominer1t I t alian JP.wish 
family of \"thich pP. r haps ";he most proinine nt re pre se nta tive i n 
:Javid ' s time was the rabbi , preacher and k abbalist J, ordecai 
ben J •ldah D' :.to wh o was born i n 1 ?127 and died after 1 565 . He 
~as a pupil of Lose s Cordovero . He ts ment ioned favorably by 
Azar iah di ~ossi i ~ connection with a Lessianic prediction 
(r:f! ' or ' Enayim Ch . xliii) Some I· SS of h is kaboalisti · m'it i nc:s 
are ext.ant . ( SeP Jewish Encr.rloped ia , vC'll . 4 p 44b ; also 
Enc:clopedia .iud~ica ur:c'ler 'D ' .. to 11

) . 

35 . See Fri edberg 's p . 4 

36. Ibid . 

3? . Ibid . p.5 . For s!lort cot-:ment on i!a.:plltali Hfrz as head of yeshiva i n Bri sk 
see •~•• ssss s•• Warsa\1 1886, p.165. 

n'lna ,., 

., . 

i 



4 2 . 

The introduction and poem are reproduced 1n the book 
n'1np •i:n i10 on p . 418 . Here is the poar. : i''H1a ,,,.,QA n.ci irtttl1 

ntJi n1'1•10 won '1la .ri ·n i'inta 11M1n n ~·i1 •111• ac?Mi ~ o ,,,,, ,,, 
, • .,JP• nn1 uc .r·uc .,,J 1t'1 ouin •111• a11 .ri•n c•afD1 n111p n1.,o 

:nn•11 n111, 
:ntit ntl•n 

:nn1• nn111 
:nn1Hac •n 

: n ., a 1 n .,., , 
: n1i1l nn "ati 
: n1 ixp oi11'1 

: r., 0 J nJ 1 i ~ 1 D 1 WI 
.i11n •n.,l 
.at.,11 at'111n 
.1i1 i•nn 

.i111 •ioM 

.n'1a '1ll 
.,,, ,., 1•at 

.iJ•n .,., •• 
. n1'10 ixa 

. ri11 ,,u 
.iy• n11in 

. ilf ,.n, 
.n1'7 •10 •n 

.ri•n 11•1 .,#, .,s .. lM n••o ct"'l 

• i11 D 1 .,.,, 

• n'11 • M,t .,,, ,,, .,l, ,l, 
• '" .,p n1t1 

M"'ln Ji Dl1 
. is1M io11 

[

A list of s a l'e or the 1nt e rest1n 13 books i n that coll ection men tioned in K 
&. S . are dealt r.1 th in the appendix to this chap t er. 

S. iia.".(dar.a: rittn1 a•afln •p'7at n,IC8ft ,1n ip•'7 1l1n'7 o•JJM •Jat1 "' 
l+~~l~~\ ,,, ••••• a•,nJJ a•i10 n1Mo fl.,M 

'l'he pictu.re~avid flee::ngly allud6 :::. - in t i1e .i:ialdi:e>.a ar s . is i n in
terestin;; cootrast to 1'lathan lknnover ' s picture in his 

n'1?'10 11• (1648 - p . 157, or in Dubnow, vol. l, p . 115) . 
Unlike Hannover' s account , re nave here the hint of fairly widespread am 
haaratsut : IJMIP iUJl '1ln n1.,nJnt n1isnt !'l1'11n nJ•DIP Jn•1 . .... 

1J•'1f n1,s 18ln 1J•n1JtJl nJnt ••• n1soJ1 nitnl a•'711.,no n•1tl 
aunn '1Jnl oun'1 •atJI u., 1•w1 nunnt n•non1 n1.,1n ,JUD 

N ••• nna•oo a•JIP1 i••o ,nM p, 

S.Ha.kdama: ,.,ac ., • .,, 1•otn'1 n•p'7acn nn11111n nnaci nt DJDa1• 
ptnn•e .,l Json ., • ., •Jae• ··•Jae .,,,on 11n •Jl••1 n'7 1 a•iaon 

,J1l l1.,a 1•n •io1'1 ?nJ• ·~ n••nn '10 '1lnn1 •••nl n1Pl,n 
r11 nt ac'7nns n1'11n1 n1isn1 n1•JtJiacn1 a•oon1 n•nono ns,ian 

• ••itl .,, n1son ,, • ., ni1n1 ?1Df'1 •ttJa •wt n•tJJ n1'11l IJ~ 
1 1•tt1 ,,D 1 .,. 1:PaJ1> 1 .·uo 1 pw1 •acJa 1~ •• a•au.,1 
in1• 1•J• a•t .1J1ion K~on• .,,on n·J~ DJ1•11 ll aac1 .nJJn 

•Jae •Jaot '1K11rna n•?'" na1 .1Jaa ,10'7'7 ~·•JnK •'1 •Joa 
_ • • • 0•'71,1n 10 ~1Ko'1 n•ia• 

~unz Gottesdienstl i che Vortraege/ der Juden c i t es Leo Modena ' s critici sm of 
Poli~h Je~s· be.d grammar, poor schoolinp,, and too much pilpul , quoting fran 
h13 a•J1 ,.,0 1629 . t.unz, p . 445. ,a•,0'70 nt•n~ ana10 nJn ••••• 

ac~a n•J1s•n nolnl ·~ IJ•Jn K~l •••• n>••• • ., • ., •• 0•0111• 
• • • •• n1Jtln'1 n•ii1~ 19JJ n,1n1 

s .Hakdama: 10 a•u•1 a•11••11 liVl n••l ant nst> a.,,,.~ n~p1nn1., 
tltnl wip•1 1n•l i1n1 ,,.J i110 np•'1 ,nae '7J ~1l• n•nan ,,, 
i••J ~' 1n1• 1••x~ ~1l' ni 1on n'1a IK D•• nt•ac 1~ n11p• DMI 

ia1~ 1iax• ac'1 n•'7on a11 .,,,on n•J'1 n)••I tll ~• 1111~J 1~·•• 
~. 1n•'1•wM 1np,• ·~ a•s 1np1ac DIC tn•i•tt •J•S .)•Ion ac1n •a 

.. 



48. 

50. 

51. 

5" c. . 

32. · 
Responsa of t he ReMa , No.81. 

S.Ha.kdama: nt•K MXD'1 rtnJt PlDI si·in 1'1•1>• 0•0911'1 ,,, ..... ,., 
nol,l1 n?l? 1K n1oln •i11oa ~,,,., •• p1oe 111t J•, IK ioaco 

•iion n•l? n1'1~?1 i••J .,, tlnl? ?11• a•i11on 1n1• 1~ 1••1 
·.1n111t acxo'1 1•inK n•i~• •JK1 

S.Hakdama: 1'D1>n., iiox• tt? •J ••••• nl·~· vMi? '11i1n n?Jtnn1,., 
n•il, pi l•Je? t•l• tc., •J .D•Japn a•>•Jp1 . D•Jot 

• ••• a• •P 

He was the Reli!a' s brother-in- l aw. (I sserles' second wife was his sister) . 
Dm i n 1591, allDost at the age of 80, e..rter having been r abbi e.nd rash 
yeshiva in Cracow for hal f a c entury. See Dembitzer, •I)'• n'1 • '1l 
5b. 

s . 13b 

s . 14b 

I b id. 

s. lob: . •pteip p•p 111 Duin .,, DP1n ill r•DD1UD pns• ia•. 
11•io .nt JDP ieo 0•1>,n'1 tJo••a11 n1ac,1nn ?rl'1 nw,1nn1 nl11n 

a••nalt .r'• 1•,, ,,, i•ino •eo 1•Y•• a•iJin Jn 1n 1Kl ,,, 
#.p'11'1 •''111 hl17 D.,,.,, Mal•l 'n DI• 

•?•i? n?•n?? :nt?gon i•11 i1>D 910? .n1?pn n?r? n?po1 nl11 1n• 
53. Ibi d : .?l1• •o i1•n1?po i110?1 .ni11no tP17PDll i1Dlnl ••n i•• .i1i•uon 

n1?J1nJ ill• ntl : n11•in UK noacJ tt•nt .?:> ?lo ?::>l nlil? n•t•i ac•n .,..l 
... ?rt .on•>aP •Jnpo ,n• •Jae• •w1ptt .n111, j> n n?npi1 n•t? •Joo tp•1n11 i10•• 

l .n111i,n 1•Jpl 1111aci1 11Mil :nn•o:>no1 Dn•?1i10 1p•1•0 n1?p1nn noll ilOl 
D•11Jt D·>DP~ '••• nn•n• ,, .ni1il n1>11Jt ns 11•'1l .n111,n •ni1n nll71 nl• 
?J~ 0•11aci1 a•JJi? n1s•?o ·11• .n1>•ion1 n1siacn ?ll nll7 n•n nt1 :niac1lo 
as .?•i11• •p?ac nitnJ .•nu•?::>? •'/Jcr DIJ•al D•o111'1 Uta •n••n D1 :nl>-1> 

I• .1ap?1 ?1i1? ,•on IJ1o •n••n D1 ~· '~ t's• •••••s ats•8' tsta t•~• 
\9 tn1 DIP .a1iJ 1'1 no•? ioact n'P?n •snJ MJa 11• ;IDE7'11 t11? t'n tn nna•? 

D1i> •? io•n1 11•1 an,01r n>lDJ ••n •l.n,?1•? irtn'11 DIP • ., iotc11 ••t :D,n 
•l .n?•ttct 1"'" 1111•KJ ino a1p ia•• 11•1:•JJ 11i1::> asr 1•i1>11 .•Jttr ai1 

MJ'/ •n3is1n1 .r1n 1np,a acx•11 11•1 .n?nJ1 ,n., sac tcita 1ntnac 1•s'1n acs1• 
• e i•na •7lt ~Dl il11 •?l ?::>n .,n::>t 11nl •?l i1100 1·• D•il,n 1?Kl1 .r1n>l 

itt11'1 nttan il•l •nJnJ •? .nis i•• tac nn,p •>•7 .ninaJ r•op •nJnlOl ?i 
lMJ iKIJo irncl .naln • 11i1i? a•Jl1D t•n•• :a•iea a,pJ •n•>?a ac?ac .D•i31 ,,.,J n1• ;i? 1 -i a~K1 :nllll ?1>1ao •Jac11 .n1J11pn 1oi.i11 •? ist :no,pnJ npn 

a•p?a DJD r1 11a qlJ ~7 : ~,, J? " D ng n? g• ig .n,~J l n n?· n~n nKto ~o 1ot 
:D•J• 'n i•• J••oa?t .a•J11n? aac•11n? •il :t•o•11Jn?1 ••>1,>7 .1•a•w11 

nn1 .i1i•nl 1nJ• t>•n1li •• ?P i ~• :acpacipo 111ii ,,, .np,sJ1 no•l iJt,n 
•:it,n •oln n110 ii•not ~Dt• ii•no n•Jtac1n 

> • 

s 

' ' ".J 
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K. title pige: 

K . title page. 

K. par. 25 , end: 

s. lob ( see note 52) 

1~Ml Pi,a ,•opn~ nlt ·~• •in• D•e,n~ 1n•ln~ 
~. n 1 ~pon , • ., iaD no,?nl ilt1Dl n1~·~1 P 

nJDl n~lln •a• •1 11n no,pnn nKt •ne,•n. 
·.a•1•1~0 M•n rn?• 

Wettstein, part 2 P • 35 , footnote 29 : li 11'Pl n11n •••• •i1, •ipir• 
n11n •• (ieDn ipe) ny'• ,.,,, ,,, ii'tnD ~~tl n Dlnn ,,. ~p 

ieon n~nnl iltJn n•lD i•ina .,,,?n ll ,,, ,,•no ,,, ~' 
(i1on ~1D) ••e•onn ,,9 ,, 

5g . K. title page; .ne1,pn riM~ 1'D'I D1D~ ,,,J C~·~ nsti •1n1. 
• ••• n•itlnn ,,D~ n'•M n~1i DD1 

60 . Uebennan, in his 1D198l •a•11,1i•n P •8 • 

61. Ibid., where he writes: 

52 . K. par. 14 (see no te 4). 

oa,J• 's?n w1i•1n ~Pl ) ,,.,,, ,,, 'i. 
•(1'91D1i?1 MpMip D18, •a~ir1i•l 

, 
""J 

' l 

-" J , 



- Frie-P'e"'~, ~et i:- ~·~~ 3ef':?.'."i 11 
- 9e~Jacob , Ozar 3cfa ~i 11 

Aope rd ix A - Books .vientioned by Dav id i:1 s . & K . 

3e. Treatise on 11o~als etc . by Isaac Aboab . rirst pub . 
C:)nsts !'.l ti nop l e , 1El3. Ve"'l ir.c 1E·44, ... ar.tua 1563. 
(? . p379) 

8. l Ob E~lach ic work on forbidden a;0 oernissihle , ~y R. Baru ch 
b . Isaac of wo r ms . Vc~ i ce lv23 . 2o . (B p 67j) 

B. lOb ?a11ous bo:niletical work by the Spanish itineran t preacher 
~oses of Couey. ( 8 p 362) 

&. l Ob Abst ~ac t of (3~ di vided into seven parts corre~ oond inF 
to each day o f the wee k , oreoaren b~ ~ . Isaac b . Toseob 
of Co r \"le il. Cons tantinople 1 552 . 4o. (B p 442) 

s. llb 

• i "" i1 n 1 i11 n ( 5 

Notations to the co:n11entery of the Ashe ri, by Israel of 
of i<.rems 1520 . (8 p 130) 

n"" a n " 1 i • • ( 6 

8. llb ,,el l known commentary on the Gu ide of ..• a i:nonides by 

a. llb 

.l.oses of :1arbonne 

a•)1)J ni10-a•3oi (7 
a•?i11 nJ1011 ,,on i11 o 

end K 20 
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cbmani des ' Bi blical Co mTie ~ tar v . S . l l b a lso 3b 

int ( 9 

l~a 

n,tn• nnaa (10 

8. l~a Comme nta :-y by Jehua a b . Jaoob Hayyat t o the .'l\a 'arehet Ha - e lonu t 
a k~bta l i st ic ~ork . Ferrar a 1556 . (F . p 396} 

OID 1 p i U • 11 ( l l 

8- 12a well- known Kabba l l s t ic r.ork . 

KlO KJ1Jan l, n'1~n •• •o (14 

S. 12 a 13 , 14 , & 15 a re three kabbalis t l c works •f which are 
not l isted in any o f the ~aijor b lbl 1ogra~hi c catalogue s . Nor 
does t here aopea r t o be a n y 1len t ion of the :n i n Schol em ' s 
Bi b11 o theca Kebha listica . 

n1,1an ni1K 'D (16 

S. l~ a ~SS c i r cu l a t ed in 16th c. Stro~f apo l ogy of ~abba l isti c 
d oct rines, by tne ohysic i an ~l ij&h Hayyi ~ b . 3enje~1 ~ of 
Ge nezzano . ~1 8. p 10 no . ~2 . See also ~nc . Judaice under 
Genaz zano . 

n1JK n'?nJ (l'I 

Co~men tery to Pirke Abot by Isaa c Abarbane l. Cons t ant i nopl e 15 45 . 
4 o . a. l ~ a (B p 395 no . 108 } 

K. 11 
Ad re t . 

nt.,~1nn n,1ac (18 

De fe nce of science end nhilosoohy are i ns t at t ack of So lo~on 
Se e Bib lio~ raph~ ~ Ch . 3 P 2 note ? . 

n~n, ~ti•~ - ••n~ 9 

Jt. 16 Commen t ary o n the Five Bool<s of .• :ose s by Bahye. b . Ashe r . 
Wa o l e s 1492 , Pe s s a ro, 1507 . <B J1 67(~ 11 0 . 228 ) nJ toac ,,, D _ ,o 
g 16 Probao l y t he book r. e r e ·ne'!'lt f ont!d i s t he one b~ .Toseoh Ha l e vy, 
J reol v t o t en oues ti ons by 9 ouoi l concerni ng t he Ten Se f~rot. 

aoua l563 , cracow 1577. (B p. 116) 
owe ve r , B. 1len t i ons or.othe r book by that na-re on fa i th a!ld •

1 nowledpe o f God by Ab r aham Biba~o . Co~stantinonle 1~22 . 2o . 

, 
~ 



16 CO'.Tl'Tlentary and "wo:lde r fu l exoos i tions" on the Fi11e Books 
f Moses, by R. Isaac b. ~oses b. Meir b . Brama. Saloniki 1522 , 
e n ice 1547 , 1565 . ( B p 448 no . 561) 

D'l10>i o,iD (22 

R 16 (B . !' 49.3) A) ?doses Oordo11ero, intro . and key to the knowledge 
o f the Kabbala e.na comm. on oarts of Zohar. Saloniki 1562 . B) Comm. 
on diff . adagot of Talmud by Isaac b . Shaorut of rolado. Sab ione tta 
1554. 

(•a•1ein ino) ,lein •1i•1 (23 

K 16 J( Kabbal is tic oo:nmen tary on Zohar and on Nachman ides' s Com:ne ntar y 
b y .l:e nahe m or ?.4 canat L Ve ni ce 1523 , 1545 

The Books herein lls ted are tl:ose books (exc ludin.-z tbe Ta l mud -- both 
J~rusale~ end Babyl onian --, Mi dre.shim, Poskim etc. , of which 
Da11id shows or0 fu 6e k'1owledue throup-hout ) which David :nentions 
i n K. a nd S., both soecifical ly and en passant . They give us an 
idea of wha t a learned Polish Jew may have had in bis lihrary. we 
assume that he was in ooss&ssion of all these books, although he 
onlv nen tions soecificallv i~ his oossession nos . 10- 15. St ill 
i ~ ~iew . of the fac t that bis library consisted of 400 books, there 
is no reaso'1 to ,oubt that these are representati 11e ite1lS fro:n it . 
Of particular i~terest is his penchant for kahhalisti c works. 5 

I ,.., 

I I 
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TilE 'WORIS OF DAVID DARmiAN 

Though David Darsba.n wrote fairly extensiv ely, ..,nly two or his bookn 

f ou:ui their way into print. The other items either remained in manuscript form, 

or it they were printed we have been able to find no record or them. It 11>uld 

seem t hat none but his ho published works have survived ( l) • 

He collected his sennons, and intended to publish them in extensive 

form, under the title: , l , 7 7. ~ t!)I) • He wrote many responsa, and 

ot e special note is his t r eatnent or amulets. He co:nposed letters in Aramaic, to 

len1ing r abbis, some of which met with t he appr oval of Moses Isserles and Joseph 

Coht,,. 
-· He als o wrote a manua l of letter-wri ting i n Hebrew verse, fer young men , 

tVIO hundred such letters • and poems to form a volume which he gave the name 

Then he began to compo ae a catechism to a id in remembering tbe 

61.'3 oommandments, Wi. i ch though yet untinisbed, he gave the title or 

And t hen he ttrote the apologie. far his craft, the 

which was published i n Lublin, in 1574. 

The following then would be a complete l isting or his wor ks: -

l . , l , 7 7 • :it:m A collection ot s ermons. Completed but, unpublished. 

2 . Responsa, includin g the J ~ )i ' op ;i O 9t:i Completed but unpublished. 

3 . 111 7 1 10 

4 . 

s. , 1 , 7 n 1 7 yo :i ., • tJ 

6 . n t 7):Jn;i :in::-
Cl ' J IY117 

7. And possibly, "'! ~j) 

Letter-writer and collection of poems. Completed but 
unpublished. 

Catechism of 613 commandments. Partially completed by 
1574. 

containing specimens of the above (with exception of 
i l i 7 ;-i 7;i n ) -- as a sort of catalogue of 

his writings, Cracow, 1571. 

Meant to be the Hakdama to his ,,,, 7 ' ~t:>O 
which he hopes to publish l at er. Lublin, 1574. 

t:' l , • ~ to the Yerushal~ of Cracow, 1601 (2). 
I I 



A. 

The "Tl 1? n l ? .VD :i -, ' 1' ' 1"D .., ..J 'l'lhich was published in Cracow in 15?1, 

contains 32 pages, 4o. Copies of this book can be found in the following lib

raries: .Tew1Si Theological Semin.e.ry, Columbia University , and the British 

J4usem. The latter possesses an imperfect copy, 1111.th the title page missing (3). 

It is really a catalogue of' his various writings , to prove that he too has scm3-

tbing to contribute to the learned world (4). 

The Hakdama caisists of a s t atenent of his intention of opening up a 

i!/1 i o;i n • :i in Cracow, and making avail.able to all his collection of more than 

400 books. He ca.retully outlines the advantages of this to all classes of the 

population, including the head of the yeshiva, with painstaking effort to point 

out that he is in no 1RlY infringing upon the prerogatives of the caamunal officials. 

He opens bis plea by citing the l!lidrash ( frClll Tenhuma--Shal.ah 15) wherein the study . . 
ot the Torah is compared to the 11fel1u.e cast out to the drowning man. The litellne 

ot Israel is the collection of mi tsw t and Jmowledge of the T.:>rah. This must be 

kept strong tbrousn stuly, and the neglect or the people is tending to weakeu the 

lifeline . This fact, of course leads to his expressing the need for &h i.,1+.\-v+ion 

of the type mich he intends t o introduce. (The rest of the contents of the 

HakdaIIB have been tully treated in the text o'f t he preced1.ng chapt'3r and in the 

notes) . 

His use of numerical values of words ( n 1 • 1l't'U ) tbroughou t 

the book as a means of proving his point, is interesting end of ten amusing. For 

example, at tbe bottom of the Hakdama, as if to clinch the argument, m has the 

following line: 

It 

Which, of course, proves beyond all shadow Of doubt , that be alone is fitted to 

open the • 

1. Th.a firs t section of the book is the extract trom the 1 l 1 'z 'z • :;;)t::ip , 

which here includes two sermons. In both these s ermons, ~ find David's especiall y 

characteristic method of preach.ing which will be considered in greater detai l in the 

; 
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chapter . M~~s~i~. 
The tirst semon is an exposition ot a s aying or Rabbi Simon b . !l 1 , 

from Sanhedrin 59b , while the seco nd i s an interpretation of t h e first part or the 

Mish~ 0 1 ;-J 'l D~ i n Hullin Yf: 1. 

II. The next section ex>mprises the resoonsa. Of these he prints three, 

including the interesting treatise on amulets . The first of these (page Sa) is 

in reply to a question put t o him by Rabbi Jacob Reiner, head or t he yeshiva in 

Ferrara, in 1557. It is interesting in that it mirrors t he impact of the p roblem 

ot Marranism upon Jews. The eas e upon which David is asked to decide is as follows: 

.ti. J ew Wio has been eonTerted to Christianity marrl. es e. former Jewess, likewise 

converted. They are married according to the Christian rites, and have a daughter 

who i s baptised and brought up as a Christian. This daughter marries a caiverted 

Jew, and they have a son Wio is baptised and uncircuna!zed. When the child grows 

up, ha learns or his J ewish ancestry, and detemi1nes to retum to Juda sm. Re 

tells bis friends t his , but does not as ,Yet undergo circumcision, nor does be 

openly disavow Christi anity. He falls in love with the dmghter of t wo baptised 
,, 

Jews , u • ~ · yc ;i • riCJ '7 9 ::; • r.tt: :TD:i Ol 1 t:J~,, , who were also desirous 

of returning to their ancient fa1 th. They summon two Jew1. sh witnesses , and the 

young man marries the young wanan in accordance with Jewish law. Are the nuptials 

valid, since the wife did not officially become a Je•ss until late:::-, and the groom, 

who is no w in a distant land where there are no Jews, has not at yet of ficially 

returned to Judaisnt? 

In a lengthy responswn to t his questi on, David canes to the conclusi on 

that t he nuptials ue valid. He bases his discussi on on a careful analys is at 

Yebamoth 16b, tallowing through all the implications, and r evealing a high degree 

of 'l'almudic erudit ion . 

Then follows the second in this grou-p, the treatise on AmUlet s ( D 9~ 

) ... hi ch "'e· says he wrote in Ferrara in 1558, at the r equest of Rabbi Joseph >' • op ;-r .. u 

Mintz (a). The 13eatise is based upon a thorough discussi on r::L the ref er ence to 

amulets in Sabbath 60a (in the mishna) 1 and 61a in the Gemara. David concerns him- , 1 

sell with considering i n detai l a dirtereme of opinion between Rasb.i on the OD? 

( ~) tt• p. ti 

, 
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the Tosslrists and the R'Osh on the other. 

In explaining the phrase in the Gemara "Ulltil both the persQn and the 

ulet have beElll'.l approved (Sab . 6la)," Rashi states that if a man writes an anulet 

tbree people all suffering from the same disease, then the man llbo wrote 

is considered en expert (on amulets) aid the amulet 1s considered as 

Or, if a men writes three ditterent amulets, for three people 

different diseases, an:l in each case a cure is eftecte~, then 

the man is ooncerned expert (approv ed) to compose any amulet, and the formula ar 

t he amulets l'lhlch effected the above cures is ccnsidered an approved formula, no 

copies. it. 

But the R'Osh tales issue Vii.th Ras bi in the interpretation of the phrase 

"the man is considered approved," in this wise. It the Iilan writes out three copies 

ot a ci:::.-tain formula, a.>td in each case the amulet is successful in ettecting a cure, 

that man is to be considered as an expert in that particular formula, but in no 

And his successful formula may not be copied by others .-S.108) • 

Then he goes on to speak or his own experiences as a dispenser or 

in the variou s districts through which he travelled, mentioning specifically 

Cracow, Posen, and Ferrara. Though he was 8.lccessful. with his amulets in mmy 

hundreds, nay t housands ot cases, it sC111etimes happened that an amulet 1'bich he 

composed to cure a certain disease did not meet 111 th success. Hence Rashi 's state-

tba t the peroon becomes expert :tbr all amulets is not f'ully borne out. At 

point he quot es the Yerushalmi to refute Ra::ti, wherein it is written: "A man 

' With this auulet have I c\red three people .• But~ may not say: 'I am 

for all amulets.'" Moreover he has seen cases mere great scribes wrote 

end true amulets, with no success, shovzing Rashi to be wrong on his other 

statement. David, in other words, is inclined tc be in agreenent mth the R'Osh. 

According to Rashi, he adds, if the pers cn is considered an expert for all amulets, 

t~n c oneeivably he might compose one that would revive the dead, and to 110rk many 

unimaginable miracles. 

David , it would appear, does not mal!e too ambiti.ous claims tor amulets . 

t 
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He quotes the Ranbem and the Rashba
1 

and tinall.y he gives e crumb cf com

fort to Rahsi by q..i o ting Asheri to the effect 1:hat whereas no l e:yman may copy the 

anulet formula of an approved practitioner, if such a l ayma?l should be accident 

oompose a tonnula that i s successful in three cases , then that !onnula may be 

copied w1 t h success by any one . 

It rather seems that there is sane sort of monopolisti c in tent bm ind 

David' s disagreement with Rasbi. , something in the spirit of an exclusive Medical or 

Bar Association. 

The final section of the treatise in in the nature of a blast against 

of Nebonne, and a defense Of the kabbala. in general (am the use of amulets 

in IB rticula:r ). In his coJ11111entary to the "Guide for the Perplexed (40: 52) the 

:iar boni denies that amulets and kabballstic combination.c be.ve ~ etfect. "I am 

greatl y surprised at the Narbon.i " writes David (5) , " ••• f or considering amulets 

end kabbal.1. s tic combinations impossib l e , i n his commentary to the ' Guide '. He 

s oows himself t.o be utterly bereft at knowledge of t he Te.lmud • •• And in this case 

he has cClllpletely misunder stood Ma imonides, who was simply referring to quacks." 

He then mentions the tradition.al ability of 3ezalel to combine l etters and numbers , 
in kabbalis tic f ashion as sta t ed in the Sef er Yezira. And t he great boo k of wi sdom ;~ 

and kabbia , t he Zahar i s tull Of such combinations . Then he ~otes ?;achmanides 

statement in the introduction to hi s c anmen tary on t he Torah t.o t he effect that 

the letters o f t he Torah are an i nfinite permuta tion and con bi nation of the di vine 

name . Moreove r he quot es a number of kBbbalistic books , to prove t he etfect aJJl 

sanctity of gemat r iot , such a s t he "She ' ur Koma" , in the "Prayer or R. Ilehunia b. 

EaKana" am the "Prayer of Rav Hamnuna S ' Va" and t he "Seventy- Two Names of Metatron" • 

all af' whi ch are to be f o.ind in his collection o:f books. 

Finally he writes t hat t~e Rambam became acquainted wit h t he kabbala only 

in his old age . 

Betwem this treatise and t he following responsum is interposed a b riet 

account of the visit pal. d him in Cr acow in 1558 by Moses Bordol ani (see Ch.2, Note 28) 

and his bann ot excommunication against Moses di Rossi, composed in Aramaic couplets , 



i.p .. 

w1 th his own name in acrostic . To ml.ch he adds a pa.ragraph chi ding di R~;ssi. tor 

his reprehensibl e act and urging him to make prompt r estitution. and to repent. 

There follows the next Tesponsum. written in 1567, wmn one Elijah Glatz, 

who had a disagree?Mnt with a judge on a point of law t hat concerned his wite , 

came to David with his problem. The problem involved is whetm~ A may ap113ar in 

court i n the place ot his wife who is being sued by B, since the wife possesses 

nothing in her own right , and if she lost the litigation the husband would be 

obliged t o pay. Hence he wished to save her the enbarrasmnent of a public appear

ance in court. One judge arose and stated that i t was clearly evident that the 

wife must appear, and it is over this poi nt t~at the disagreeement arose . 

David's answer is to the effect that t he matter is not so clearly 

evident, and that the husba..;.d may appeur in lieu of h!.s wife, al though if there be 

no ether witnesses , she must appear to take an oath on her position in the matter . 

The selections from the letter writing manual, 111 
1
71 .iO , is 

in tllO par ts . The tirst section, entitled n l 1 j> ~ n 11 .lt.: , consists of 

three letters to leaders in other Jewlsh communities , on behalf of certain in-

diViduals in Cracow. Each of these is woven in t he same pattern. :Sach is 

headed by a biblical text, which in the course of ski).lful interpretation is tied 

up both w1 th the intended recipient, and the ind! vidua l involved, ty means ot 

e c;.ual. numerical va b.les of various words and names . 

For example, the first lette r is directed at the leade~s of the com-

muni ty of Frankfort. It concerns a former resident of Cracow, ll~ordecli the Alchemst 1 

V1 o betook himself ~Ui te precipitously to that city. leaving behind in Cracow no 

fewer than four urunarri ed daughters. The leaders of the COl!Dlluni ty are urged by 

Da vid to bring pressure t o bear upon the individual in question, to compel him by 

persuasion or force, to send the necessary dow.ry money to enable the fou r unfor

tunates to enter marital bl iss. The quciltion at the head of t his letter is! 

( , , t:i'' ~ ' 7t.IO ) • 
and durins the exposition. David points out that the numerical value or the first 

halt of the quotation exactly equals the value of the phrase ro o • Jn.u 



DilNJpJ~ill • I i) 
I and that the second half of the quotetion e qua.1 s nothing 

less than n~~7~ '7 y.l • :iio • :ii Ji;'i iJ•111~ . Thus, by ";he process cf 
N •• I~ ~ 1? ~~ 

'!'lhat sane unkind spirit might t er m stretching the poi nt , David, in this very 

graceful, and indeed delightful manner makes the point that in giving thei r ass~ 

ance, the Frankfort rabbis are indeed establishing the world firmly, while the 

mnaway alchemist in truth bids .fair to destroy it . 
Ofeti (Buc\a) 

The second letter is addressed to the com:r.uni ty of'_l~~~~~~l.... 

: .1 l ~ 1n1 ? ,, ,") ) and is a plea for the members of that col'\lnuni ty to ransom Isaac Delos 

ni7i pr.:: • who 'las fallen i nto captivity in that r e(;ion , and whose 

wife e.nd children are in Cracow. This letter contains a straig plea for the 

community to fulfill the commandment of redeeming the captive. The first half of 

this let ter is in Aramaic and the Biblical verse used is:::i7 n7no ~;)'_· 1 ;_: ; '.-;· 1 . . 

( 
,, ,, 

J ' ' .l • 7r;o ) 

The first half, again by numerical value, is shown to equal the }>hrase o:-T t r N ? :i 

it'J. • 7., ;; l J 7 ' 7 1 ;; , i.e., the unfortunate nan has fallen into the 

hams of non-Jews , and the second part Of course equals r :l 1 ~o 'J3ZllD '?:i p 

The second half of the letter giving the details and conteinill6 the plea, is in 

; 

, 
ub ~ ":i.e rew. 

The third letter of th . s Q."OUP is directed at the rabbis of Ite.1.v . It 

ccncerns a fonner resident of Cracow, who betook hit!Eelf to Italy, leaving be-

hind his wife as an "agunah." It is a p lea for them to pe rsuade the r;entleman to 

return, or at least to free his wife by sending her a divorce . The sane formula 

is followed a s in the pr eceding letter. 

The second part or the selection fran Lagdal David is a sample or a 

letter in Hebrew which some young studm t might write. In this case, it is a yo1.mg 

man, Avigdor , dlo is leaving Venice to f!P to Cremona to study (S 15a) . The letter 

composed for Avigdor is preceded by a short poem or praise !or this yo'.lllg studa:i t . 

l 
The poem iS :n six couplets with a doubl e acrostic of the young students name . 

Then follo~a the letter to sane more well-to-do/relative , telllngfirst of all of the 



impending marria£e of his brother Jacob to the sister of ~air 3ordolani (S . 15b} , 

t hat his teache r R. Joseph t:intz, left f or ~auzi t.:aggiore in an ette~t to re

capture his health, that he later stulied with tile able teacher tavid De.rm an llho 

was staying with the Bordolani family . (This, probably in Fer rara) . ~en he 

ask s to hei>..r from this r elative, !md the geIP rel tenor of the request implies , so 

1 t seems , tbat a little f inancial help would net go unapp1'3ciated. 

This lette r is followed by a p oem, a sort of dun p oem (S.15b} v:hich 

wa s written close t o the year 1571, as indic ated in the l atte r part of the poem 

(S .16a) . It is an i n teresting little poEm, written on behalf of one ~e1r b. 

Eliezer, who bas a daughter t o marry off , :::id is indigent . It i s 2.!l appeal to the 

well-to-do leaders or the cClm!UlJli ty to con tribute t oward supplying the g irl w1 th 

a dowry. This Lieir, we learn from t he final lines of the poem, is David ' s uncle, 

his mother ' s brother. Just how the dun poem was used , is interesting to 

speculate . Possibly it was given to Eliezer, who went abou t to the vari ous well-

to-do citizens , sho'911.ng them the poem, much as the impecunious hero in Agnon's 

"Brrdal Canopy" went about trying to raise a dowry for his daughters aimed wi. th 

a special letter from the ra~bi of his community. 

Then follows a shochet' s certificate, ~hich David issued to Ur~ b. 

sliJ.o!IiO Hacohen , 1'hile yet in Italy . (S .16a) . It is in two parts: a) a poem 

'l'ii. th the n ame of the r aipien t of the certificate in ac rostic , stating in effect 

that t ile gentleman in qµestion has shown himself fit for the calling, and then a 

short statement in Aramaic , t1.aldng the required stipulations or practice . Fer 

the first month he must perfonn t he shedli ta at least once a day (S.16b }, for the 

next month he must so perfonn a t least once a week, and subsequent ly at least 

one every six months . The understaming bein.g that 1f he doe s not do this, he 

t71ll be c cnsidered t o have lo st his skill, and hence rendel'ed unfit to be a 

shochet . 

Tue final i tem in the boo ~-: is the little autobiographica l poem, the 

ccn tents of which have been discussed in the s econd chepter , and for t he full 

text of vbi cb see note 53 of the san:e chapter. 



~t the v ery bo t t om of the ~ge is a sho rt statement ar the printer, 

Isaac or Prosstitz, giving the date Of tle CO'!lJ?letion of the ~rinting or the 

book as Thurday, Purim ot 15?1. 

B. pl J}!J Oi'] 

The D • Jt'117 n l 7~ J n ;i :in ::> was published in Lublin in 15?4, 

and contains 16 pages , 4o . It was meant to be the Eakdama to the collection or 

sermons 1Ji 7 7 • :ie>n , mi ch, so f a r as we know, has never been published. 

There are copies of this book in t he British lluseUJll (see van Straalen' s oatalgqpe), 

and i n the Bibl1othek der Israeli t1schen Kultusgemeinde, in Vienna. The latter 

library ha ving been confiscated by the Nazi regime, there is, t.o all i n tents end 

pull>oses then , only one printed copy avai.lable . 

The title page ( 6) contains sane interesting biographical data about 

the author, which has been discussed i n Chapter Two. ife learn f rom it, for 

exan;>l e , that the text of the bas been seen and apiroved by 

t he late renowned r abbis , t:oses Isse rles , Solomon Luria, and Isaac b . Bezalel. We 

learn here t hat h1 s books i l i 7 7 • ::ltn:i and 

completed in manuscript torm, and that his 

incomplete . 

111 71.lO 

in7 ;i'?iln 

were a lready 

was as yet 

This book, be a nnounces, is a repl y to tho se who scorn and a ttack the 

darshan and his art. It brings evidence from t he Talmud and ~idrash to show that 

tl:B p reacher ' s art bas indeed a defini t6 form am justification. The article i s 

also in tended to show interes ted students how to combine the perasha w.i. th a 

Talmudic or IUidrash -c quot ation int.o an or ganic Vlhole . Hence, in addition to his 

careful analysis of t he art of t he der asba, several 1nterpretat ions or the first 

ver se Ln the Torah in accordance wit h this method a r e app ended. 



The books is not paginat ed after the manne r of' his previous publi •e.tion, 

i l 1? n 1 ? !ID ;i I • t 1 Instead we have 33 numbered yaragraphs • 

.che apologia for darshanim covers t he first 25 paragraphs , of' which the 14th contai ns 

1nteresting biograph i cal mater ial which has been already considered (see Ch . 2, note S). 

In 25 to 33 we have appended the example of his method. I nto the fi r st letteT of 

t he firs t 13 paragraphs, he weaves his name , ac:-ostical.ly: 
~fH~1p 'O f ~11 1l1 

Headed by the quotation 

(Prov.16:20 ) t he fir st three paragraphs s how how t he s ame verse can be used t o de-

duce therefrom Creati on of the Worl d, the Ten Commandments ~ Reward and Punish-

ment. The method is midrashic, and t he key words he employs are i::i., and 

• By finding these vior ds in parallel bi_blical quotatiollS which 

clearly refer t o the N>ove three , he makes the connection. 

He then lis t s various types of expositions, in each case giving by way 

of exampl e a tal.mudic, midr ashic , or bibl i cal reference. To this he appends a 
I • 

biblical quotation, a s a menmonic device , to adi in remeni>ering each . 'They are 

as follows: 

P a :r . 4 The exegetical i nterpret ation vit.ich is meant to cheer up t he l ist eners. 

He quotes f:rom Sabbath 30B, the passas e which urges the expos itor of t he Torah to 

begi n with • Put i n modern terms it i nvolves the advice 

to the speaker to begi n wit h a i;ood story. (David bad a true premonition of the 

secret of success of an after dinner speaker ) . The menmonic device to renember 

t his point is l • n l • J l t/1, ' from Amos 5:4. 

Par.5 If' the audience s eems to be falling asleep in spite of t~ efforts of 

the darshan, the next device will come 1n useful, dropping an e.gadic bombshell . 

As an example he cites the case of' Rabbi J odiacan wakening his hearers with the 

statenent that one ..oman i n Egypt bor e 500 , 000 children .When that shook the 

multitude out of its slurlber, he blandly went on to say that lt was J'ochebed, 

mot her of Moses. 



P ar. 6 There are times men 1t is nece ssary t.o simplify a dif!kt.tl in

t erpr etation, so that the audience me.y understand . This may be dc.ne even a t the 

expense o! the plain meaning or the passage . 

Par.7 There are some expositions m i ch the preach er need not elucidate in 

detail because of the inability of the audience to comprehend more than a gener ality. 

For example, speaking of the immensity of the universe, he may use general te1nis 

to impress upon the hearers t he 1ns1~1fi cance of -en and t~greatness of God. 

He ne ed not give specific astronomical data. 

Pe.r . 8 There are some passages that are delibera -;ely couched 1D obscure 

t erms, because ot the profundity of the idea contained. Thus the da.rshar. must make 

t his clear by interpretation. 

Far. 9 It is possible tor the scholar to see some ~w and original i n-

terpret ation in a dream. 

The next tro paragraphs are devoted t o llha t !.'.almon.ides and .Tedaia. 

Bedersi had to say about expositions. Thus he quotes fran the introduction ot 

1.:aimonides' commentary to the Tr actate Zer a 'im, rihile i n the case of the latter he 

quotes fro~ his f amous which he addressed to Solomon 

Adret, the Spanish anti- t iaimunist , in defense of the study of the sciences am 

philosophy. 

t:.aimonides , in this connection, points to t he importance of t he 

agad.ic expos itions in tbe Talmud. According t o him they have a definite !unction, 

and i n many cases a neanine; has been dellbera t el .. obsucred and hidden by the 

masters of the agadah , 1'i:lich it is the duty of the darshan to expound. 

The Bedareei is concerned with the problem of i nterpretation ot 

miracles, men they are to be accap ted at their facevalue and Tihen they are t ;, be 

" explained away." David agrees v-ith bim in hls four-fold division, nemely, (a) 

where the incident , though rare in occurrence , is not ccnt rary to any ne.tu~l law, 

and hence can be ta.ken at its :face value; (b) miracles, as rel ated in the Torm 

and the Prophets, which lire instrumental in strengthening bel.ie! . These are not 

to be e x plained a nay but are to be interpr eted at t l:e.r face value ; ( c ) E.xtravagan t 

mi racl. es (as occasionally related in en agadic portion by way of relaxation) , r.hi ch 



mu.Et not be taken at their face value; and (d) incidents contrary to nature , which 

thou,<;b per haps help i n:; stren:t~:en faith must be explaind array. He refers s, eci fi 

cal.ly to gross anthro-pomorphlsms , such as the statement that God puts M.. t..,._, 

Tephillin, or possesses sane other human chracteristics. 

Par.12 There are some agadic expositions which directly contradict one 

another. 

Par. 13 'l'here are some exposi t1ons \"lh i ch though not directly based on a 

passage in t h e Torah, may be artificially linked up for two reasons: a )mnemonic, 

bl to give the statement, worthy ar it , greater status in the eyes of the audience . 

The following paragrarh contains some interesting biogr~hical 

notes ltlich were discussed in great er detail in the previous chapter. It is 

interesting t hat he chooses to talk about himself in t he fourteenth paragraph 

becat~e that i s precisel y the numerical value of his name • 

Par. 15 He defends the purpose of writing books of homilies because they 

t end to r aise the moral l evel of t he individual . 

Pe.r. 16 With this paragra-ph, and until par . 25 , he discusses and defends 

his own special r:iethod of exposition. Ee sta tes that his triadic method of ex-

pos ition (as discussed in greater detail in t he next chapter), is somethl ng dis-

tinctly nen and only Bahya in his camnentary elucidated a few passE'ges i n this 

llthod. The other darshanim, (and he mentions such famus predecessors as R. Solomon 

Adret and 'Ule author s of pn~~ n1py , G'J l ~ i oii:: , ;IJ ID~ 1i1 likeld.se 

use onl y one nethod. (8). ~oreover, in his collection of sermons be ldll give 

f our variations on each perasha, so t hat the preacher using his work will not be 

re qui red to repeet himself until the fifth year. Then he proceeds to defend some 

of the special ex:posi to:ry ~thods which he employs. 

Par .17 He quotes the Recanati ('il ), Bereshi t R• bba , Bahya and the Zoha.r, 

to show that names in both the Torah and Talmud can be i nterpreted to refer e1 t her 

to God, or to the principle of evil . His argument , briefly, is as foll ows: 

Racanat1, (1n his mystical commentary on t he Torah) says that Laban, and Ahasuerus , 

refer to God. This, says David to his potential opponents, you mi ght ace~. becaise 



you agree that the Torah has been compounded of the letter s of t he v arious nanes 

of God. But it does not apply to t he Talmud . 3ut Ballya run t he l obar interpret 

many words in the Torah a s applyinc to evil things . And adrni ttedly we can inter

pret t he names of t he Tarmaim and Amor aim as applyinG t o a di vine principle. So 

therefore, if in the ':'orah application of certain words and names to evil principles 

is permiited, then since the Talmud is surely not superior to the Torah, the sa.ne 

thing must be permitted. If we observe i n the f ollowing chapter how he int erprets 

the rord (snake) t o llBan t he sacred breast- plate, rem • the 

principle of evil, and finally the messiah ( n • t:m } , we can see ho w he must 

have been att acked for t hi s approach by literalists, and the purpose of t~e stout 

defense here . ( see appendix, Chapt.4). 

Par.18 There are times vzhen t h P. darshan does no t go i nt o details in 

e l ucidati ng some exposi tion, because he knows that there is some contr adiction in 

fihat he says , and he does not wish to point 1 t out because he knows it will destroy 

the point he has been trying t o l!l8ke . Or else there is a conflic t which he could 

explain but doe s not i n order to save time. 

Par.19 He t akes ca=e to point out that the injunct i n of the r abbis , 

viz ., l i: l :" ~ • i • D ~ 1 j) 0;'1 ~~ • ~? does not forbid varietie s of exposi t1on, so 

long as t he original text is kept . If the rabbis had i nsi sted on only one inter-

pr eta ti on , namel y the , they w:>uld have framed t he i junction: 

l D l t!I!: '.:l ~ 1rn ~n pD:i ! • ~ . lie himself is i n agreement with the Rashba wbo 

criti cised the Provencal Jews who went to such extrenes of allegor ization in ex-

position t hat t hey considered their allegories to be the real wianing of the passage . 

Par. 20 1iost of the agadic and midrasi c passages con tain some secret , 

hidde:i me~ing, which very fewmortals know, and hence this very short camins makes 

1 t ,?ermissible for us to make various interpretations. I f the true, secret meaning 

were widely known, it would be manifestly sinful to make other i nt erpretations . 

The line of thoue;ht contained in this particular paragraph is indeed a clever de-

fense of the darshan. 



Par. 21 Re quotes the 'Jaon Sherira as saying t hat most agadic pissae-es 

ccntain within them di vine secrets d wi d an s om, as well as instructio~ of mor a lity 

and improvement or characte r . 

Per . 22 In thi s paragraph David undertakes to prove that a given agadic 

:passage may be i nterpreted in mo~ than one way, by quoting f rom Megilla 14b, where 

several of the ra!>bis differ in -their explanation or Zsther ' s B O ti ve in inviting 

Haman t o the ill-fated dinner . i7hereupon Elijah, who is always the supreme arbiter 

in such cases, states tllht Estler acted in accordance vlit~ the moti~s cited by 

.!!! t he Tannailn and!!:!!. the iUnoraim (10) . He admit s that in p rophecy, where we 

have (iod speald.ng U: rougb man, onl y one interpretation is pcs s 1 ble , but he inje eta 

t~e quot at ion from Baba 3athra ( l2b) M • l J o q • i 9 o:> n e.::id inferm ti ally, by 

? lsc i ns t he Wise J.:an ebove t ile Prophet, places his craft abov e enslavement to 

li t e r aliSlll . 

? ar . 23 Following directly upon the foreroing, be attempts t o prove that 

all t~e utterances of o•o)n are in the nature of parabl es or "darl: Sayings , '' 

and theref ore subject to exposition . 

Par .24 I t is permitted to make u se of ext:a words or phrases in the Gemara 

o r !'i shna , o f all the coDD11cnte.tors, and even o f m.unerical combinations to make an 

exposition s o l ong, of couxse .r..s t his does not le ad to heresies . 

F&r . 25 This paragraph contains a detailed expla:ia t ion of h s special 

m-;thod of preachin.;. and has been dealt with in d.etai l 1n Chapter Four, ending with 

tb.~ info mat ion. in very tiny print . that he fin1 med writing this preface jut 

before Shabuoth, 1571 (11) . 

':'hen rrom pe.r at;ra:Ih 26- 33 i nclusive , coverinc six end a quarter 

pages of the little book , he includes a SaJl1>l e of his type or exposition, tald.ng as 

his texts Genesis 1:1 rran the Torah, and Yebamoth 17a from t he Talmud . As an ex-

am:>le of his first method ( Dl11>i1 1ii '?9 ) he gives one interpretation of tte 

~nesi s passage , and two of t he Talmud passage. In the second metrod ( ? J "" 1,, ? 1 ) 

·.e haa tvo of each , and on t he third l 11iion iii '79 ) onect' each. Since in the 

following chapter a typical sennon of David ' s is dealt with, throwing 11sht on hi s 

met nod in general, it i 5 not deemed neeessary to go into det ails of his ~atment her~ 
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l} 'l'he 0 11l y f"'l llJn t ion al"l rl dP S<'"i'"tion of }'l i s J. 9 slril L ' David , 1 i e de.1 
David and Tehi l la L1J avid , occurs on th~ title p&[ A of S ., a~n 
and on the tit. l e page of K. we "bave t l;P inf ormation that the 
fi~s t were alrAady oomplP t ed , anrt t ha th ird onl y partial~· 
writte n . 

2 ) Ris allthorsh i p of thi s , though possiblP , is b~~ no mea ns an 
establishe d fact. . Se e also end of Cha p tPr T-.10 . 

3) See Van Straalen , p . 61 . 

4) s . 3a nonto • .,.J 1·ac •'151 pn11on ioac • •'1u no.,j>nn nMt in•n. 
IJ.,•051• •01 n1iJ ? i1 n•JJ 1nJ'1 no ion n1i1no n1Ma1co n111p'1 
'?J1K fl DK 1•M1 .,.,n'? ,J., ,.,1• •J•K1 '?•ac1n ~pn 11iio n•lJ 
1J .,, n'?•oan i111•'1 nJ•i.,n'1 n'1•DKJ 11'l1J c•J'?ln'? Dn'? i•acn'? 

·.nYi> 0•11.,n'71 n1?1f 17.,i>D'? K~Jr.'1 •nn,J1n 

.5 ) s . llo 

6 ) K . title paee : 1'1Kl 11iia i•o11n'1 i1Jt ac'?o •inK 11,.D.,n'? 1n•Jn. 
,,.,l D'1 1!7 '1 ny1, K1n :n1'111on i• 11 ,DD noipnl ilttDl .nt'P'?ln 

:nl7'11!7i1 o•itJ•nn ,,D'1 n••ac n~ti Doi .n111ij>i1 yiK'? l"DPD D117'1 
.,,.,., n'?nn ,Dot .iJ•n iJJ11 .,,, ~i10 ioo1 .,,.,., '?•J110 ioo on1 

.,, D'l'S1'1D l'IY? nK11?7 itJIJJI :iu•,n IJ o•·noJ M'? , •• ,,., 
.D'J'JDD in:io .,,.,., ?•Jl!7D ioo noipn :nt oin i1ac'1 ac•x1n .n1aiin 

iac:i'1 i :7K .c·~'7n •o 01on• :c•J .,,,., n1'?yJnn JnJ noKJ ac1n1 
lj>'?nJ n1 :·1iino .o•r7iion '7lD1 i10'1nn '7lo n"aci 0 0 1 :o•xi nn11 

:0•017317 !-JM'? ll'7 111l•17l .o .. inxl o • itil D'?IJI :0•11Ki ilDl'? 
DP n~ion 1Jn'? '1l1•11 1•ac .vi1111 ipp o•i•o'?n'7 l "n ac nacin1 

.,,Y•j>J 1Joo ac•y1n1 .nitnno 11 '"Ki p101> nj>'71 : oiiont iaacon 
tPoil .111,,n ac11u .,oKo '7P 1•.,J1no D'/1J1 :nine; 1• 11 1,n noJ 

~·01•1 Dln PDl!7'1 .np,n 1••J t•Jo'I DPJt•1 :111i•o1 itK•J 
J'n• y1en• a •o '?J'/ eD'l71i•nn i1x •j> J llOfli •Jr7n iJp:ll :np'? 

:D• r71ii 
J t , ~ nJ~J .n11tJ~ ,nK ~100 Dl>il 
. . ••• 

• • 
:n1~1 v• v·n~~ • • 



7) Yedaya Penini b • .. hra.':ar., BedarPsi ( cl280 - cl340 ) , an ardent 
J'aimun ist (see G,... aetz vol. 4 , p . 43 - En g . ed ' n) , wrote a 
re"Ol y to 3olol"'lon .~dret ' s ba r.n on t he ~ tud" of t.he sciences . 
Jtdre t ' s at tack , a.rid t: .e 3edaresi ' ~ repl y , · the 
have been publ i shed to£ether by 1u:iaiar:r:xx!u1rtttm 
( sf'e bibliocraph:1 ) . I t has a l so bei:>n i nco.,.,pora t ed in .-..dret ' s 
Responsa n o . ~43 . 

~ ) See 4ppendix . to C~anter Two for details or these (as iell as 
othF-r) books "7'.XxJo. to. wh i ch Da vid a lludes i n h is vrriti '1gs . 

~ ) l enaheri of R1c a nat i , a kabbalis t ic comrPntator . 

10) K. 22 Mn••ill DP n•PD• :n~•10 nlDOl tJ•ioM, Kno n•·Mi . 
nll ia1M nt .nl11ln nn•n no 1on nM inoK nJa•t•l 
n l i n•nl•K :nJpoal 910~ io1M1 nll io1K nt1 
1n~lll ~-M .·Mn n,lgl inoM ""'" lMOl ~-M 1n·~M~ 

• . •Mi10M tn~1ll •aun 
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APPEIIDIX A 

The fact t~at David Darshan found himself obliged to ~ite a defense of 

his era.ft leads us to consider his rel ationship to t he of~icial Jewish communi ty, 

and to the lea rned groups. ~~e evidence of friction, as detected i n bot h S . and 

K. is striki::i& enough to warrant s pecial co1sideration i n connection nith this 

specific chapt er, dealing as it does \'li.th a clear- cut apologi a pro sua vita. 

1.1.'he first indication appears in the Hakadama of S . , where , as L1entioned 

previously , in •ol u.1teering to set upa private house of study, he takes special 

care t o sho w how his pl ans will not only not come i n to cou flict with t he head of 

the. talmudic academy, but will also help him, freeing him of annoying details 

a:id petty questi ons (see Ch. 2, notes 46 , 48) . 

That he f ound opposition e:ir.o~ many of the learned class , we learn 

from the title page of K (see note 6 , Ch . 3) , and, in Faragrapb 14 of K ( see 

also Ch. 2 , note 5) , we see how he -.re.s hampered by l:"tany in gaining his education. 

Pr eci se ly why he does not scy-, but the extent to 11hich he goes in defending the 

art of the darshan and popular exposition, might indeed point t o a conflict be

tween halachic talmuO.ism, end growing pilpulism, which was then bursting forth 

into its full bloom, against the imar;ina.tive , often mys~icaJ. preacher >?ho per haps 

co ul d in tha t way get closer to the masses of t he J)eople . 

Precisely liho were thes e opponents of Lavid? The head of the acadeIJ\V' 

in cr~cow, vmen David tried ~ithout s i [;lal success to i naubuate e private house of 

s'tudy, to which all udght come, \7G.S none other than luoses Isserles , the ReMa (see 

Ch . 2). ";le know from responsw:i no . Bl of the Reh.ia that the latter did not r eco,;:nize 

uavid as a rabbi . However, this proves nothing, s ince t he qu estion n.ay have been 

put before David received or dination, if he did . Then too, in several place s , 

notab~ t he title pa1e of K. , David tells us th£t he studied under the Rehla . 

Hevertheless, knowing as we do the extent ot the Rab':>i and Talmudic 



.H.Cademy Head i n this period and i n followins generations in ? eland, surely the 

REIMa, - a:id he was not much older than David at this time - might ?lave made pos-

sible the success of David ' s project by giving it his assent . 

In Paragraph 14 of K., we learn that he was hounded fran pillar to 

post, or, rather , t'rom yeshiva ~o yeshiva , because in r.any places , "people, 

outstanding i n wisdom and in wealth" rose as a.inst him. Who were these people? 

There is an interesting clue t o this , subtly i njected i n one of the 

semple expos itions appended to K. I refer especially to par agr aphs 26 , 2? , a zxl 

28 . Here he is dealing from a passage in Jeb8.lll0th l?a, vlhi ch i nvoives the 

question of le8.!'n ing and lineage , anc i:i commeuting on various problems herein 

contained, David writes (K 26) : MJnl a R K'1t .cito~., M.,tll •n 1:11>1711 i1111 ... 
1·•11M 1Ji Kn• • i1MJ .,,.,,., , • .,.)., Mt•oi ,., .t M nJ n•Mi MnJ1i 

111ii 11 10l ni1nn ngi i11n Mlilt :.ci ioMo M.,M KDln .. 1•1l 
tt•n ni ?· P1Dl>O ritcn ov l"'l'1 ait? n"'n itoo ,., • .,M n1•itnl 

"' . DJ • JllO 

In paragraph 2? , in eX?()un~ine Genesis 1:1 i n relation to the ~almudic t ext, he 
e'fvd /5 

show that the verse "It is more precious tha::l pearls" "Tor ah", in t~e S 

numerical value of the letters . '!'hen in the fol lowing paragraph , speaking on the , 
Tal:mudic text , be point out that the study of the Tor ah i s not dependent on aris- -~ 

tocrac y of birth CU n• ) . The essence of the aristocracy of the Torah is 

in the heart. 

:'his line of thour;ht, placed as it is i n close proximity to his apologia , 

cannot but revee l a subtle shaft in David's attack at;ainst a sor t of "monopoly of 

the Torah'' whi ch excluded from the possi bill ty of rising to leadership those mo 

-:rere no t favorably bom or favorably placed. 'l'his surmise will naturally bear a 

&ood deal of further invest i gation . 

r,7e do know, for example, t ha t the ReLia was the s en of a wealthy parnass , 

that his first wife was :;. daughter of :faalom Shaclma, one of the fathe rs of Polish 

Ta lmud.ism, and his second vt1.1'e the sister or Joseph Cohen, viho succeeded t he BeMa 

as head of the Ta lmudic ncadell\V c.nd R1tb'.oi in Cracow (see 111ettstein , L'Toledoth , etc . ), 



tie lmow too how the PoliSh ki nt;s encouraged t he cohesive inner organizuticn of tre 

Je\'?ish comr.tunity under t he rabbi and canmunal officia ls, and that this grew and 

deve loped with the growth of the Wa ' ad ;.rbah J..ratsot . 

Hence we may have here an interesting echo of a struggle between privilege 

on t he one hand , a11d unprivileged striving and ability on t he other, between of-

ficia l colli&lunal leaders , and tlx>se unofficia l leaders Vlbo, through kabbala and 

agadah , were able to get closer to the car.mon people then the rationalistic , talll'ludic 

pilp ulism. 

3ut t his would make a complete study in itself . we must here be content 

with mere men tion of the possibility and the prool em. 

I f 
"'"J 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

THE .WULEI'ICAL METHOD OF DAVID DA.~HAN 

From the biographical poem that appears at the end of bis i •" 

, 1, '1 n 1 '111 an ( l } we know that David deliver ed a sermon to the coilllllOn 

people every Sabbath . By his own admission, they were sood sennons, "graceful in 

style, clear i n speech , that even ;x>men and children could without di f ficulty 

understE11d t hem , and their fame and renom spread tar and wide." (2) In addition 

to that , as we lea:m from the Hakdama, he was always ready any day or t he week , 

in his l ittle house of study, to s et aside an hour to expound sane yassa.ge to the 

people . 

He was en exegetist of lively imai:::inatiou and numble mind. His ws 

a novel and unique . He had a fom d1ich he applied to his expositions , that was 

( so he admits in the o•J 17',,'1 n1'1YJnn Jnl (3 ) that was distinctly his own. 

His method was to ;:;i ve the pa ssage he chose fo r elucidation a three-

fold exposit ion. He viould fir st interpret it tH111n ,,, '1J 

then 

However, 

and finally 

for him does not im:-ly "plain meaning, '' 

( 4 ). 

., lll 

does not mean "rearon" in the same sense t hat we understa nd it , nor does 

" 11iio impl y simply exposition. " 

The three-foll division in his Il'.ethod meant precisely this: that 

each text, no matter what i t was, was to be expounded f'1rst to show that its inner 

meaning applied to God, then , secondly, t o be i nterpreted as containing references 

to good and evi l and the moral problems of behavior, as well as the weakne s s c '"' of 

human flesh, and finally to be int erpreted to :-efer to the 'Messi. ah and r edEmpt !.on 

and thus end on a note ot comtort and hope . '!hat the result in each case wreal!s 

havoc with mat we would consider t he plain meaning is of 11 ttle or no account. 

David himself expl ici tly states here that he makes use or the fi r s t 

, _ ~·- - --- - ~ •'-~ ~'ho .. ........ .,. -'h <>+. nn the sur face looks like a 

5 

' ' "J 



contr adic tion in the passage selected. Since '}od is a simple or perfect int<u-

li@inlce ( D 1 .,., and by showing har the passage refers to get and 

hence is not selt contr adicto ry, he terir.s the first phase of his exposition 

D111> n ,,., • The second phase he terms because it deals with 

Torah and W.tzvo t , concerning 'l'lhich it is written 

as well as exhortati ons am mo rals of which Proverbs 11rites 

And t he final pha.se, ,,, 
refers to the Uessiah . 

He refers to fonn.er exegetiets, such as Bab.ya, Sol omon A.drat, the a uthors 

ot 

to m ow that whereas some of then have us ed one or aniher of these methods , none 

have used all three (4) . Moreover, i n his c ollection of sermons , ttie ,,,., ., ,l.,O 

he will have four dif f erent eets of interpretations for each per aeha, in order 

that the preacher will find no D8ed of repeliting himself for four year s. 

While in the firs t thirteen paragraphs (see Ch . 3) he gives a general 

account of the various t ypes ot exeg ::.esi s, t'ran 17 to 24 he ?1Snti ons types of e:z;.. 

positi on which he himself vigorously defends because he himself makes use or t h em. 

For exampl e, he claims t hat BlJ\Y name in the Bible and Talmud may be interpreted to 

refer either to God or t o t he Yezer. (Par . 17) Or (par. 19) he defends the right 

of the e xpounder t o give many meanings to a given passage i t the inward motive i s 

a lofty one , and the interpretation is not divorced t'ran the text. Or else (as 

in Par. 20) he maintains that it is our iBnorao::e of the real meaning or the pass~e, 

that makes it permi ssibl e for the exegeti s t to make his atte~t at interpretat ion. 

Or (as in 23) that most Of the sa:Ji.nes of the r abbis in the Talmud are parables 

or " dark sayings . " 

AS pointed out i n a p revious chapter, two complete sermons are in-

cl\.Xled in his ldlile at the end of t le•J a i-i., nt.,YJnn lnl 

an example of this type of exegesis applied in parallel fashion to Genesis I:l an d 

an Agadic passage f rom Jebamoth 17a. 

It will bes t serve our purpose to under stand the forego ing in clearer 



fashion by exmninin- ons Of tis s err.:ons, the first of t he psi= ~he.t we find in the 

(5) . It is an exposition <:I' ttie .-1.{;e.dic section 

f rom 3a.nb.edr1n 59b. As an appendix to thi s chapter we are attaching t~e ~ebre7i 

tert or this serr.on , with a tra.~sla.tion. 

The portion in question bemoans t he loss of a great and ~ eful servant 

fran the rorld in the corruption Of the snaY:e . For had no t t!le snake tpre astrey, 

eacr JE\t oould have nae t wo serpents e.t his disposal. He vould send one 1X> the 

north E.!ld one to the sout h , anc ttay mule brinG hio bacl: p::-~c:ous jewels . l:.'.ore-

over he r.ould tie a cord beneath its tail , flllC tbe snake would produce soil fo r his 

s=acen en: 11 t t le re..~ . 

It is apparent that t;is was the agad ic text t'lat David selected for a 

c iscrurse on the first pare.Eh a , takinc; the story of tte snaY.e as his point of 

cc:!ltact (b) . We vli. 11 see m at i :l£enious use !le makes of this passage, rl thil".ter-

p retations bizarre to us, yet in nany respects ful l of r.c:..r:rrrth a.'ld canfort, and 

: enuine reli : iosi ty . 

::ie precedes his tri -p::.rtite interpretation of bis text by expatiatine 

ht some lens-th on a verse fran Pir}:e Abotn 3:2 to arrive at cer tan 8X1)C>Si tory 

cc nclusio:is of w~c!: he intends to Tliake consistent use . Xote th:! t particular 

passa~e reads (in llhat we mule toda:· :::o~sider s imple , straic.htrorvre.rd translation) 

e.s follows : "Rabbi Ha nina, prefect of the priests seid: 'Pray f or t he peace of 
t ;,e kincdor:., si ire but for f ear t hereof we bed S"7allo red up each tis nei ~.hbor all ve. '" 

'~is, by applicat o:i of his netlx>d of exege s is , r.i scussed i n detail 

in thi? previous chapter, anC. which of course is to a l.arc e extent mid.rashic , he 

m<...'<:es to u.ean t he following: The High Priest 1 .:lde riany praye!'s for the people 

in t he Temple . In substance , r1hat ,~care urged is to c.o r'.irect our p:-ayers that 

there be 9eace between us and t he kingdom of heaven . Then there follows an ex.-

~·.i.rsus mich points out how ..arcn excelled in this above all other nen , and he 

points out how the essence of !)!'ayer l ies in the heart , i . e . since=ity. ':'hen he 

in. troduc es a little discussion on the l!rim and ThUI!JI!lim to snow how t he Hi et. 

Priest made use Of the r,; in praying for t he peopler Then he ,:oes on to expatiate 

on the exact nature of the peace that the R.il?):l PTi est made betwe en our world 



namely to pray fo r or.i sdam and r;ealth; and t :1e peace with the Y.i;:iedom o~ :leaven 

i-::volv~s God receivinc t he prayers of mo rtals . At this poi:'l t !le introducee the 

story of the ange 1 Sand).aphon wee.vi nc a cror.n for God out of the p::eyers or 

I s r ael . 

now, if it were not for the fear o f the Kingdon, L t:! . o!' the Y.1ne,uam 

of H aven, the:1 the p rie s t would not pray fo r '\"11.sdom end wealt h, am Wisdom and 

Wee.1th would s wallow U;.J the life of t he body and the li ~e of t he ~'orah , leaving 

noth !.n:; but thems~lves . 

·:illB.t he is i:!l.(E t in ter cstcl :.n llSin~ are t he -·or es .. brsa stplate" (the 

lette::-s .:>f -:~ich 1 " n as r.ie shall see he c~:1 t-;;-: s t around to f::>rm the word 

snake and messiah) :;il us the oords ''Uri.m" and "Thummim, " an d t he concept of wisdom 

and r iches. 

':hus pr epared, he tu..T'Ils to his text , from Sanhedrin 59b , Vihi ch in 

simple tre.:isl~tion re~dS! 

"R. Simeon b . Lanas sia said: 'Woe for tt.e l oss ot a great s ervont . for had 
not t he ser pent l,.'O::ie astray, every Israel i te \', ·.ild have h ac'.'. tro c;ood serpents , 
senfilng one t o t he north r.i.od o!le to t he s out h to b~g him costly ge1 . .s , 
prec i ous stcnes and pearl s . l:oreo-rer one 110Uld have fas tened s. thong under 
its tail n t h ·.'hich it would brint; fortn eart h f or his ~arden and vat;ele.nd ."' 

ln the firs~ phase of i nt erpretati on , t •is passaGe, according to our 

de..rstan · 'ee.ns: r;oe f or t' e l oss of t he l~.'..Gh Pr ies t, who , men the Temple yet stood 

pr ayed f or t he people r.i t h t he brec.st!11.e ted ( 1 If n ) , Urim and Thummim. 

:au t he l s not reall:· l ost , for he is continuinc his funct i:>n L"l the Heavenly 

Te: ;ile . ~d i f the breas t plate ( 1 " n ) had ne t become cornipted into a 

eerpen t " n l ) 1;e would still have t he Urim and Thummim which would enable 

us to combi:ie letters probably (see t exts ot s ermon in appendi x ) and foretell the 

future pro"?erly. :ach I s:-ae:i:te would be able to pray f or wisdom end we.1t h, fo r that 

is t he r-.mot ivn of t he breastplat e . Jmd f r om the Talmud (Babe. 3atbra 25b) we hlow 

t o pray f or wealth o::ie must turn to t he north, and t o pr ay for wisdom, t o the south . 

t:ach I s r aeL.te wuld receive thes~ t'70 thi :i.,;s , noreover '' precio us stcnes'' refers to 

Torah, a::id "pearls" to wea lth. '.Ute l ast sentence of the p assa~e refe- s t o the 

e;>hod, m ich because of the fac t that i t was v.o-n tc t he real f ro!". tte t;i rdl e dorm-

ward , ·:;hich refers to i dolatry. ~at is t o say , each J ew rould be able to express 



!Us abhorrence and disd.ain :'or idolatry, in rather ind elicate ten.is. This is the 

"plain meaniDg" of the passage. 

Now fo llows t he second phase of interpretation . Eere t he same passage 

yields t~is meanini.; . The grea~ servant woo was lost is none other thnn the 3vil 

Impulse that went astray. Now had not t he body .:;one astrey , wander ing a:ter i ts 

rn.any lusts , every righteoos one of 'Jod 1.ould have ha C. too snekes , t hat is both body 

and soul would urse him on to de &ood. The '!Drd "north" means the heart , and the 

word "sou 1h" r:.eans mind and both mind and heart wcu.ld bring him good though1s and 

~cod qualities. The EVil Impulse rould itself be put to good service. Th.a thong 

\'JOu ld so be tied as to cover its indelicate p;. rts Ea..'1d it riould use its seed only to 

fulfill the comnand of "be fruitful and multi ply" and that wi t h i ts legal s:;iouse 

only. The implicati on of this symbolic lan.,:uage is quite clear . This is t.be 

meaning '1l ui1 ,,, ? IJ. 

lfow comes the interpretation 11i,ai1 ,,, '111 So 11e 

find t hat t he same Talmudic passase can, throuch t he skill of the darsl:an , yield 

still another neanin,g. This time he renders the "greet ser vant•' as t he ir.essiah , and 

had not the snake :one astr ay , which is to sey, that not the i ncident of temptation 

caused the sna ke to be cursed , the light of t he messiah would have shone over the 

"°rld, and each Israelite would be the recip ien t of t'l'lO blessings, one t he blessing 

in the world :o come l'lhich is s tored up for t he right eous, and t he oth r the blessj[g 

of thi s world . r.oro er, they would witness t he g lo~r of the r ebuilding of the 

gates of J erusalem which would be studded with :iuge gems, and Israel too would ll ve 

to t ake vengeance upon iunalek and the Cuthites . And I srael, 'l'lho were humbled unto 

the dust and would be restored to t!le Temple which is now 1n ruins . And finally 

he lets his hearers into t!:te deepe st secr et, namely t hat t he sin of t he snake will 

not 'be wiped out until the coilling of t!:e messi ah, because the '1ords " n J 

and n • " a have t he sa-:ie numerical value , and then Jews w111 merit the breast-

plate t ., n which ca:it ains the Urim and Thummim. And so the sermon closed. 



IP I 

Natural l y in cold pr int the seri 1on cannot have quite the same ef1'ect 

i t must hav e had woo:i deliver ed , in some tiny, dingy hous e of stur'ly . I t needs the 

can;ilementary t ouch of t!:e ;:ersonali ty of t '.e dars?lan, t he eager audience delighted 

with every n ew and clever turn, edified, instrocted, and filled with hope an1 

confidence for the future . 
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A?PElIDIX B 

I'l' RAS BEEN TAUGHT : R.SI1:EON :3. !'.ANASSIA SAID: ro:c FOR TEE LOSS OF A GREAT 
SERVAi.11' . FOR HAD UOT ':He: SERPEJJI' GO?-<"'E l!STRAY, EVERY ISRAELITE VIOUW RA'V:! !IAD TWO 
GOOD SEff>ENIS, SE!i>D'~ mE TO THE NORTH AND ONE TO Tm: SOU!':i TO BRING HI1! COSTLY 
~. PRECIOt.S S'IONES, .UlD PEA.ms. LOREOVE.R, om: 7.'0UID HAVS FASTE!G:> J... 'i'EDJG UNDER 
ITS TAIL ~U.'li: it-iICH IT ·,7cm.n BRING ]UR'l'H "3n..-=ml FOR :!IS GA.~EH AUD WA.5'E !AJ"V. 
(Sanhedrin 59b). 

We will preface our discourse w1tb some r eI!'.ark:; from the chSJ>ter Akabia (Aboth 3:2) 
in adCition to our prefatory r emarks on 1he pera&ia, and mth it the difficulties 
will be solved. 

R.HAln:NA, P REFECT OF 'i'UE PRllSTS SAID: PRAY FOR THE PEACE OF ~ KIJGOOJ.~ , SINCE BUT 
~ FEAR 'i'EER:roF 11:. :AD SWALI.Ovr.l:D UP EA.01-i IllS H'.!':l:Cffi30R J.LIVE. 

RAV HAG I!A: 'i'he many entreaties ( D • J 1 J • n Ji ) which man makes is 

what the PR::.FZCT OF Ta: r RIESTS says. Though High Priest, he is here called prefect 

of the priest s as it is written in the Yerushalmi (Yoll!a 40a ): "Five things were 

said concer:J.ing the prefect, and one of them was that he was not selected F..i~ 

Prle st until 'he was made prefect . " 

PRAY roR Ti£ P;i;ACE OF ':'EE Y.IIDOOLi : Direct your prayer so willingly 

that there should be peace between you and t be Kingdom 01' Heaven. Thus the words 

:'O;l ':'~ PEd.CL OF really rree.n the peace of the Kingdom of Heaven, for it is written 

(Is. 27:5): "Or let hilll t ake bold of r..y strength, t hat be make peace wit h me.••" 

We kno , too , t~at Aaron the Hi~ Priest was a lover of peace and a pursuer of peace, 

e..-:d ::io :::-e the.n c.ny other ;-.im was able to direc•t his prayers so as to make his peace 

1.'ith heaven and earth, ani it is for that reason th _t the ?ries t 'y blessing closes 

with t he word "peace." That is wey, moreover , t he Urir.. and 'Ihummim (i.e. the 

oracular s";;mes) we-e placed over t he breaEt-p ls.te which the !Ii@l Priest wore , for 

it ifi written (Ex. 28:50): "And thou sh lt put in the breast-plate of jud"'1ent 

tl:e ryrim and Thumrnin, and they shall be on .,.aron ' s heart • •• " nJ:?d we blow t hat the 

heart is the i Mporte.nt thing in -;r c.7er, e s i t is written in S ifre in expounding the 

verse " •• • am to serve Hilll vd.th all yo1;r heart" (.Tos . 22:5) for pr ayer is worship 

with the heart . The Remban (Nachman.ides) bas written (in his commentary to Exodus 

28:30) tha~ the main feature of the Urim and ThU1lllll1m was t hat there were holy names 

(fomed by jewels) from which ~he HiGh P r iest could f oretell tle future and intoi:m 



Israel concerning thincs to ~or.e • .:.:id (the divinition from) these names is dividbd 

into parts. On the one hEmd v ar ious lette :::-s in t ~e ne.mes of the Tri bes fo:cned by 

the imbedded j ewels in the breast-plate ;;ould light up; - and they are called Urim 

D• i 1 K ) because they illul:linated l D , tc 0 ) the eyes of the 

preist . The second part (of this process of divination) came fron the heart ot 

the priest (via the Thummim) , for in this way he l::iew how to combine the letters 

(that lit up) into proper oords, i:i ore.er that he J:tight be abl e to show the way to 

repentance etc . To illus trate: if the letters ., .. l n would lif;ht up , he -gould 

not know '1lether the 'l'Ord were ., n J (snake) or 1 IP n (breast-plate); 

hence , the Tuummim, which mde it poss!. ble :or ll.il:l to 001tbi ne the letters. 

But the chief nature of the peace that the Hi~ Priest ma.de with this 

vorl d i n his p rayers was to pray for wisdom and for -weal.th , and these t10 were re-

presented in the ':'emple by t he m.enore.b and th e table . (Bow do \?e kno" that menorah 

.and table refer to wisdom and wealth respectively?) Lenorah r efers to To rah, for 

'1\-S have the ve rse (pr . 6 : 23): "For t he Ccrtrn£...."ldr:ent i s a lemp and the Torah is light;" 

and ta'!lle ref'.:IS to realth, as i t i s written: "He who wishes to becone wise shall ) 

;o south , and. he who wishes to becone ric h shall ~o north" (3aba Bathra 25b), a nd 

as R. Jonah informs us in t~e first chapter of Belra.khot , the lamp ( in the Temple ) 

was t.o the south, and the table to the north . And t he peace of t he Kingdom c£ 

Heaven is abo·•e , for there God receives their prayers . The midr ash Exodus Rabba, 

in the perasha "Beshalah'' tells us that the an{;el Samlar>!:on waits until l'3rael 

has completed. its prayers, end out of them he makes a crown for the Holy One , 

Praised 3e He . And the n.eanine; of t he prhase '7.!B n ACE OF ~: LE K:Ll;-!X)t.: indeed is to 

make peace in heaven and on earth. 

:3IJ;Ct: BUT FOR FEAR TOEREOF: i . e ., of t ?le Kingdc.o o f Heaven, then be 

would not pray l to Got) for !11.sdom and riches . 

EACfi l.JiN ffiS NEIUH:()R : i . e. , each man with his neie;hbor. 



\"r.Ull> HAE SWALI.OV.'ED UP ALIVE: 1.e., bot h . For UC!:: l..&T really means 

riche s , as it is mitten: "And a man went •••••• •" 

and 1WGH30R means wisdom, for the viise Illan i s c a lled "Brother and ?;eigbbo:- . " 

Lite or the body is riches, and life of t !e Tor ah is wisdom, fer it is Tl'I'itten : 

"]'or he is thy life anc t he length of thy days •• • •• "{Deut. 30: 20 ) . 

'{IE HAD S'IALI.OED UP uci: L:.Al~ HIS :m::mBOR, for the life of t he body and t he life of 

the Torah would be destroyed, '\'bile wisdom and riches would not be destroyed. But 

they would not swall ow up wisdom and riches . 

n.nd ai'ter this i n trcxluction we shall 
explain t he passaged by r eans of the D"D • 

IT HAS BE~: TAUGHl' RA33I SD30N B. LA!JASSIA SAID: IDE .FOR THE 106$ OF A 

GREAT SERVA.NI': He meant the High Priest vbo served in the Temple whic h is lost, 

so that he no longer prays fo r Is~ael with t he breast- plate i n which were s et 

t he Urim and Thummim. But he isn ' t really k>st, for he is Hi~ P riest in heaven, 

am the term "woe" is used because 01' the de&truction 01' the Temple as i t is 

written in the L:id.rash Taihuma ( ) : "The word " tabernacle" 

l J 110 ) is repeated twice (Ex . 38:21) because i t was placed as a pledge 

i n their hand , o.nd that is why the men of the Cres t Synagogue repea t ed the word 

"woe" twice , f or it (i.e . , t h e •r abernacle or Telll'le) was placed as a pl edge in 

t heir hands twice." 

RlR HAD NOT 'fiG SEHPZl~ "DNE ASTRAY: that i s , had not the breastplate 

\ " n ) becane corrupted i nto a serpent ( IP n J ) a'ld the Urim and Thum."1'.im 

were still exi s t ent (in t his world) we VIOUld l:now how to combine the letters (on 

t he breatpl ate) properly, as has been sta ted in our prefa tozy r emarks . 

EVZRY ISRA.ill.IT:: warm IIAVE .iAD ~o VJ.JlTA.BIE S ilWA:n'S : t hat i s, we 

would c all (or r ead) the word " n J as l " n which is ef'f1cacioi.s for 

t'l'O thi ngs , namely to pray f or wisdom and for wealth . And why does it SfIY EVEBY 

ISRA.::LITE etc . ? For t he na.-nes of a ll the I s r a.elltes 11ere inscri 'Jed upon tlB breast -

pl te by t ne "flt'ec ious stones , a s it is written "and thou s ha lt g r ave on them the 

name s of t he cbildren of Israel" (:x. 28:9) . Henc e eve::y !sr ael i te would have a 

part in 1 t and would lllerit t h e attainment of wisdom and riches ane t hat is why the 

' ;"J 



phrase S2IIDI:7G O!!E TC '.!'::?: NOn'::.'R has been i n terp reted: "he Tbo wishes to become 

wealthy shall turn to t h e north ," end t he pr hase s:umn.:n o::E 1'0 ™E SOU'IH has b een 

inte::.-preted ••he \lhO wishe s to becooe wise shall -;um to the sout b . " 

'ro BRI:1G :an.'. CC S'l'::Y Gill5 : a hint t hat his prayer s f ;:,r the tm thln£ s, 

namel y , Torah and riches would be favorable receiv ed and t i a.t t he anc;e l Sandalphan 

rould weave a crown fo r Cod out of t he praye rs for these tro t h ing s , hence the use 

of t he ;i lura~ ( • J 1 D '1 i l o in t he p l ace of the singular. J..s it is later 

explained t he phrase PRECIOOO S 'N:l'.S reall:~ r efers to the wisdor:t or the Torah , 1.~. , 

the tablets of staie upon which the Torah was inscribed, and cali ed .,good" 

llO - a•ltll ) and t :-ie rordl'EARIS r efers t o 1'18alth. And i t isk.novn of course 

that the ephod was worn underneath Ule breastplate , for i t is written: "And they 

shall b ind t he breastplate by t he rings thereof unto the rings of the e?hod • • • tha t 

i t ma~r be abvv e t he •• • girdle of t he e:Uiod, and t hat the breastplate be not l oosed 

from the ephod . " (Ex. 28:28) And (in Zebhahim ) our rabbis teach that the 

ephod a tones f or idolatry f or it is wrl tten: •• • • • and :io ephod ai teraphim" (Hosea 

3 :4) , and the author of t h e ~eclat Yitzchak wrote that the epbod was a customary 

orn8Jll.ent mrn by idol l'IOrshi ppers, 'l'litness t~.e case o f th e idol of L'.icah {Juiges , 
17:lff') . Therefore while God permi tted t het t~e ephod be :;:tart of the high :priest ''J 

garb (for the f or.-er eason) yet He insisted t hat i t be VJOrr4at the rear , ~~ended 

from t he £;i::-c le donwards in the i, ll oi1 01 ,10 and that is like ly a gesiure o f 

disparager.ie!lt c onforming vi t h what the r a...,bis said tSanbedrin 63b) that "all 

sneering is for bidden except t he ridiculing of i dols" (by perve rting their na11Bs ) 

(See note 'fl · 

nnd the r eason thut the passa: e in the t ext goes on to say l'.OR!OOVJ:R 

O!~ ,VUJID r.AV'E FAST.::";:EO i.. ':;'!~~ ::G ~:D::.3 HIS TAIL, i .e . , under the breast ple te, which 

(he~e is) t he ephod, which refers t o i dol aters , aro. hence the dispar a.3ill{' l anguage 

i s used ·:!ITH W: 'ICH IT ·;;O'C'LD ER:::G FORTH ~'Il: FOR l!IS GA.~;)EU ,..J.;n WATEI.A:D . The real 

meaning o! t hi s is tha t had Israel recained worthy of t!le b reat:plate , not O<lJ rould 

they have had wisdom e..ntl riches , bu t also i dol ate::-s r:oul d have been subjected to 

them to work t hei r gardens and WE;.ste lands as i t is writt en , I atiah 61: 5) " and sons 



of aliens shall be ;our plowoe.:t ;s._:l -~i ::tvadressers . " 

B:· n ea.n o:- ) l" 

This refers to the Evil Impulse mo is tenned "a creat king" as we have it in 

Neda.rim, who was lo st from man, vh o is tenned a I!U.c:rccosm. 

(and in the text 

FOR HAD ~JO r 'mE SEfil'E: :':' wi.~ A.S':'P.AY: The essence o '! the :::vu Impulse 

and the serpent i s t~e body, and had not the body been co.-rupted to f ollow the 

bcCJ.l~· impulses , then each one of the "riG}lteous of ~. ·• i . e ., Israel (David 

here makes the pun ) IDULD HAVE HAD 

Tl{) VALUABLE ~m'S, t bat is t he hody and the soul would misper ( 

IUld urge him to do the good. For the swl h.ad good thouc;hts and ideas within it , 

and t he body had good q..ialities . 

And the fact t hat it is wri tten SENDnn o:n: ro TEE !,!ORTE, means the hea rt 

as it is 111ritten "Thy word have I hid. fa my heart ( •••• • nHi y • . , •• ) ", (Psalm 

ll.9:11) , and t he heart reic;ns a s king i n the body as it is written in the Sefer 

Yezira "The heart in the soul is like a king in battle. '' 

AND 0•3 ID TEE SOU'lli : refers to reason e nt: the Jilind which dwells at the 

top of the head. play on ) . 
ro BRING 1:illl C~TLY Gll.S: refers to good qualities and soo d thoughts. Not onl.y 

that , but if the Evil imI>ulSe had not left the bo c!y, ONE WOOLD HAVZ FASTI:ra:D A 

'llIONG UND:::R I TS TAIL, that is it would not be.re i ts shameful part and it rould be 

as if a t hon g were to bang a.i spe:ided covering tham. w:i:Tii W'~ICE Li' WWID BRmG FOR'JlI 

~TH FOR BIS GA.IIDD~ ....?ID WAS'3 Llllllh means that it 'f!ould bring forth seed , for it ts 

written: "Thy seed ftlall be as t he sam ( 'U' ) etc ... ''(~n.28: 14) , expressly 

ror his garden , 'l'lhich i s his b ride a .nd spouse , 3 5 it is written "I have come into 

my garden, my sister, m,y bride" (Cant. B: 1). It would be likB a closed garden , a 

s 
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seaied spring, arid '1Culd l1ave intercourse w1 th its wife o:ily, only for the sake 

or procreati on, to establish the world that i t be not laid waste , a s it is written : 

"He created 1 t no t in vain , Re t omed it to be inhabited" (Isaiah 45:18 ) . And t hat 

is l'!la t the i'#Ot'd WASTE LA;:D really oeans -- to establish the ruins of the world . 

1111011 , , ~ 
RA33I S~N B. LiAL'lASSIA SAID : WOE :FOR TEE LOSS OF ;,. GREAT .SE=1VA:"'I' : 

refe:-s to t he l!.lessiah, for of him it is m-i tten "His name shall be can tinued aa 

long as t h e sun l " (Ps . ?2: 17) . He has been called great, 

~sit is wr i tten, "iho art thou, O grer.tmouutain?" (l ech . 4:?) , and from thi s 

verse it has been expounded that this refers t o the t:essiah \liho wil l be greater 

that .Abrs.har. a::id t:oses , as it is written , "Behold my serva::rt; shall deal. prudently, 

h e shall b~ exalted and extolled, and be very high . " (Is . 52:13). ilso the 

i:;ree t lit;bt that God s et aside for t he right eous (the affair of the snake's seduc-

tion} was known beforehand to Him 1'tlO spoke and t he \'Prld cane into being, fo r had 

not the sna}m ~een curded, thati s , had not the incident of s eduction cursed the 

snake , the l ight of the t:essiah would have forthwith shone upon the world, and it 

is lmom t hat the world was created on),y for the sake of I srael, who were cal.led 

the " first , etc . "(Jer. 2 : 3) . 

EV~Y IsaA,;:UTE WOULD HA.V.; }l~ ':.'l'iO JOOD S::A!C:"S, th.e.t is to sey two kinds 

of blessi~s, as i t is written "I have observed signs ( • n1Ynl } , aal tbe Lord 

hes ble "> sed me" ( Gen 30:27 ) . S.ii:i iDI:ie 0 1-.:: ~ 1~ l!ORTH which is the blessinf' in 

the wcrld to come which is stored away ( 11 t ~ ) for the ri Bht eous . AND 

ss=mr::c; o:s TO T".C::: SOUTH, "h ich refers to a bles~ing for the rorld in which he 

dwells ad the essence of cwelling in this w:>rld is that it should be so improved 

that it be t he dwellins- place o f the Temple , hence it was expressed by the 110rd 

"swth." 

kid 1 t is then written TO BRIIn· m: CCS'.;1.Y G::il:S etc . , as it is 111"1 tten: 

"R.Jochananwas sitting and expounding that the Hol y One P raised Be lfe would bring 

pr ecious stones and pearls whi ch are thirty by thirty and place them i n the gates 

of Jerusalem ••• (Baba Satbra 75a) "Not on),y that , but Israel w:>uld live to see 
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bengeance in the Amaleki tes and t~e Cuthi tes and to SI •. i te them with stick and 

thong until they be utterly obliterated fran the norld , hence the phrase ONE WOUID 

":!.AV£ F.ASTI:;:ED;., '3ID:P , :-..eans for smiting , and UNDER ITS TAIL, for it is written 

"How he (Al!l.alek) met thee by the way and smote the hindmost of thee , even all that 

1'0re t eelbe behind thee •• • ''(Deut . 25: 16) . And there too it is written "Thou shalt 

blot out the remeLtbran:e of Amal.ek fro:"! under heaven." (Deut~25:19 ). And we know 

thet the Hol y :t;a.me will not be complete, nor the Thro~ com;>le~e, until he 

(Ame.l ek) ls obli t era ted, anC. the connection of the Hol y Name with Israel is that 

the name of the Koly One Praised Be He be connected Vii th our name •• •• (See Ex.1?:16a) 

(Tanhuma, em Of pere.sha ) • And the word TmONE (Ex. 1?:16) means the 

'.L'emple, fils Footstool. And that is why it scv s later l'lI'l'H rfilIC"!i IT WOULD BRmG 

tuRI'H, meaning t he wicked ilmalek . EARl'H ( i.,' ) means Isr ael, who was hum-

bled unto t he dust, as it is written "Shake tby~l~ from the dust (I s . 52 : 2) . And 

Vihere will he take t hen forth? To his GARD3N, mich i s the Tanple, and to his 

\~TEL\!IID 'l'tlich wc s destroyed, then the Holy Name will be perfect , i.e . Isr ael 

and the Thra:ie, wch is the Temple • 

..:.Ud the hidden meanin~ that we have expounded fror.1 L:e ssiah and 

serpent , is this: that the sin of the serpent OnJ will not be wi ped out 

until the corninG or the ~essia!l ". C70 ) , end for that ralBaJ. thei r nu-

rnerical value is the seme (i . e . 358), am then we will become deserving of the 

c r eastplate ( 
1 "" 

) in which are the Urim and 1hUl!lltlrn. And it will 

be t:.s hii;hest of hic he::t in our aid . ...nd it •"ill save us from all our enemies . 

~d it will brine us and all lsr ael to the house of eternity (i . e . - edelllption) • 

....::!en. 
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1) S . l6b. See also Ch . 2 , :'lOLe 53 (o. 32) 

2) Ibid . 

3) K. 16 ff 

4) K. 25 

5) s. 3b 

6) In t h i s oartlcular sect.ion of 5anhedrin (59h e t seq . ) t~e 
n1scussior. evo l •1es around the story of tl:e saroe n t i n 
Genesis 2. 

7) Th is quotation fro~ Sanhedrin 63b is censored 1n all leter 
e 11tions of the Ta1'llud ~h1ch we co"ls~lted , whe~e t he 
qucHl:ltlon ends a t r-,~T • The free r text wh ich David 
a.po~I'€. "lt l y studi ed 'llirrors i -r inte:--es ti !'l~ fe.shion the as 
ye t ooTiol?.t. t: l y unhe.T.pe r ed in"ler l ife of the .Jaws i n ?o la:i.d 
a t this cari orl . The T a. l ~ud had , ~pp~re~ Lly , ~ s ye t not 
U"'!'1er110..,e t he ~e ... _sorshio hot.h i"!:'ler and outer as i n ct.he r 
cou'1t. r' ias , a nd , as be !'e too , ieter on . 

, 
~'.I 



I 

':':::: P03I~ION CJF ?'-...:: DAAS?Ji:! r:: POL&:D 
30:::: G::i3RAI. :t:i:LA.-:U:S 

Frau a careful stud~· of t!::te wr1 ti ngs of De.Vic Darsban, end the ex-

Birti ne.tion of Sa:ie kindr ed &>ur ces , together with sarne ccnsideretio:i of >mat ~unz, 

D;.ibnow a.'1.d othe r s he.d to se.y in a general way about darhanim and :na.gg1d1m, 1'/e 

i ncl ude here ro'Me r anda:i observa t i ons rege.rdi :ig t h e po:?'J.l~ preache r , es_peci a lly 

ill Ril.an d. 

Fr<Xll t he Talmud we learn a bout the exi s tence or t e:ision b etween t he 

hale.chi c e.nd ace.die darshanin;.. iie are tol d in Sot~ 40a, hot1 pecple used to leave 

t !.e halacb i discoursas of iiiyya and flock t o the agadic ex:posi tio:is or Ahbahu . 
(1) 

Lev i ':: . ~1si a.:.d h is son were heads of a school of rabb~ic masgidiJn, and R .Ze~ 

opposed t hei r twisting of the biblical verse to suit t hei r ioomentary aims . So we 

see that t !le ger=.s o f a later anir.losi ty :o back to v ery early roots . ) 

:'!le vast 1'Und of nidre.shic literature tbrious l.y bears w1 tnes s to the 

i.mnense force of t M s popular agadic pr each ini; in Jewish life. We }mo~ bcieed 

t hat so many of these midrash.iD t hat !lave cone dor.n to us are t e barest skeletons 

or wb.et must surel y have been a:nn and stirri:lg G.i s coorses , rul.l of hope and col:!fort . 

~icz t ells us that in the 16 t h ce::itur:r there was a sp read of popular 

p~eac!:hs in t he JeVlish con: U!li Ues o: 3:uro,Je , pe -haps in sowe meaai re o~c-asioned 

by t:.e a.ee p need t or comfort a s a ::-esult o!: t he .5panish catastrop~e. n.t any r ate 

?le quotes :ose;ih Sru:ega , :?.uthor o! the .,, 1? •Ki pa v.hi ch appeared in 
(Z) 

Veni ce i n 1586 tc t :!::.e !'ollowi.ng effect: '" .,.,., .,.,., !'.'• .,lJ J ;u ail DnnJ ,, .. 
.. . , n. :y t , I I). tf • J • , l tf., 1 n 1 , J If 1 D. ,,., , QJ J 1 D DI • 1 ,, l ":1 D. l, J 

1. (Y.J.:a ' as II1:9) 
2. ( s"?e 6 . Gott . Vor p . 428) 



Vlhen the e!U'liest popular preachers rr.ade their appearare e i::i Poland :is 

not lmom . However, ;.unz lists David Darshan ts handbook !'r:ir prec.cbers as the 
( 1) 

earliest suc1i' s:.ic:. r.ork to appear, e.lthouB}:l the date he ascribes to it is ap-

parently a repetiti on or the error mich v:e ccnsidered ill detail ic t h e first 

chapter. 

Accord.ini; to ~unz there was a d1N'erence between the Darsban, who was 

t he ''Talmudlehrer , " t he halachic preacher, and the J.:aggid or t.:ochiach woo was tbe 
( 2) 

itiner :mt preacher, whose "ther.e was usually morality, :'he Jewish Encyclopedia 

article on the t:aGgid characterizes the Darshan as t h e more scholarly typ~, usually 

a rabbi , \"lh.ile the ~aggid was the itinerant agad1c preacher. 

It is fairly evident t hat t h is di s tinction did ~ apply in the 16th 

c entur y . David Darhan, was learned indeed, but he was sw-ely not an halachic 

preacher. To be su=e, he selected his themes from t he ~allllud , as well as the 

3ible , but the purpose Of his exposition was more of uplift to the people than 

ha lachic pilpu1. Ee states t his most clearly p erhaps , in the lino preceding 

paragra!h 4 of K. , men he says: ai?P~ nt ~iin •l,, n~·nn iMl) \J••i_ 

• . n•~? ntnl\n at 11an) 

' This does no t imply t hat he was ever unprepared t o instru::t the people in halacha , ~'J 

as '\'le know "If course, from the Ha..l::lama of s . J.loreover, David d1d not 11.ppear to 

occupy aey permanent post. He wandered fran place to :Place , as he informs us in 

paracra:i:n 14 of t:, acd i n the posn at t he end of S . 
( 3) 

In a re{;Ulation of the Wa'ad Arba h Aratsot passed in l 6e7, which we 

will discuss later, that forbids public preeehing 77i thout official permit, the 

phrase implies that the tenn "darsban" and 

"mochiacb" were interchangeably applied to the itinerant preacbei; with whom th is 

particular regulation deal.s . 

That t he Darshan in this period was not always a. ra!:>bi , re learn 
(4) 

fran an extract of t he ::anmunal record of Zolldev for in forbidding any prea ching 

1. i.e . , 1548 
2. ZGV p . 444 
3 . see app . no. lo 
4 . see app . no . 3 
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in the Synagogue on Sabbath tr0rnins (apparently because it made the services 

excessively l en8hy) it employs the phrase: 

-were not rabbis . 

3y the 18th can tury, it viould seem however that the }lQJ>ular itinerant 

preacher was called "Dlflggid" or "mocbie.ch." At least so the magg1.d Benjamin 

Ze ' eb of Szcebryszcyn t et'tll..c; hi!USelf. 
( 2) 

Did the darshan receive a fixed salary, and if so, from Vllhotn? In 

Italy, for exanple, durinc the 16th and 17th century, it appeared t c be the c'is
(3) 

tom for the congregation to pay the preacher. So R. Leo t:.odena wishes his con-

gregation to cease paying him for :preaching, because thus they seem to be pUl'-

ehasing verba l chastisement. He r ather prefers 1X> be free. (Tb.is indeed would 

be considered a strange request today in '-'te not- always amateur r abbinical worl d1 ) 

In Poland, in a period rouc;h ly correspo::i<ling this, we do not seem 

to have such a s'tate of affairs . David Da.rsban himself states that he ms not 

pa.id f or preachinc;. His i nc ane perforce, cane from the sale of an.ulets. And h e 5 
(4 ) 

was evidently an impecunious soul . But from tre records of tbe Wa' ad o r 1639 
f 

wher e the will or tbe deceased R.Pincbas was probated, we find that he bequeathed "~ 
(4f 

arxmg other things 50 shockl.1 to the Syne.e;ogue to engage 6Ily" darshen they mi(!'jl t 

c!loose, who was to preach to t hem each Sabbath, and to receive from th i s fund 1 

shockli per SabbEtb . Our conclusion can therefore be , that at this time some 

congregations did engace a darshan, and :pay him sane sort ot regular salary. 

When did the darshan preach? In the Hakdama to S ., Davi d informs 

us that he was elways ;irepe.red to set aside an hour or so to expound the Torah, 

\"benever people were prepared to listen. That he did p 1'9adl re!;Ularl y on Sab-

baths , we learn fran pa&e 16b of s ., where h e writes: 

1.1689 
2.See App. no .4 

4• Lithuanian coinage 

3.ZGV,J> . 436 
4 .See App. lb 
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Just \'hen on the Sabbath the hor.iily W3S delivered , he does not st.: · . We knoo of 

course, that later on the custom developed !or the meg:µd or darshan to speak 

toward the end of t!:;e afternoon service on t ne Sabbath. Ho Ever, re have an in

teresting clue that this was not alwa7s the case , in Poland at aey rate, 6.Ild that 

for a 1·ihile, the custom of preaching at the Saturday mor:line service prevailed. 

This interesting fact we learn from the extract of the c amntmal records 
( l) 

Of lolldev This regulation, passed in 1689, eXJlt"eS~ ly f orbids the granting 

of permission to any preacher , no n atter who he be, tc preach at the Sabbath 

morni.n ,:: se:-•ric e , because of the abuses and stra.1n on the caig:regation - :p:!'Obabl.y 

lengthy sert10ns that made the services uncommonly long. This regulation also nakes 

mentions of this reform ha.vine been adopted hr the leading cormiunit1es , and they 
in 

see tit to follow/such worthy footsteps . ':'hu.s they say: Kt n "'1ll'1 i'1tcl 1 ••• • ,. 
tt'1" nt"'IMU01 nunip nt.,nt"> •"'ltt11lt n1'1n,, n •l'7K"'ll .,,.u pjln1 1nJo 

• ••• nnJ01 • ? 11, pi nl'1J n•,n" n•lli1Jl ,,,,,., a.,191 D,M a1'1'1 ,11'1 

From which we may perhaps gather that some time before this, perhaps even in 

David ' s tine , t~e sermon ~as delivered at the morning service. 

In Appendix A to Chapter Three, we discussed the attitude of the 

official caJIMunit-J to David, am, if we t .:il:e him to be characteristic or tie 

Polish darsban of his time, the, infe rentially, to t:-e ds.rsi.B:!'.l in ceneral • 

.... similar type of opposi ti.on emer:1es from t wo or thre" sources in the 

car.mun.al records of the Je-r;s of Toland, at 'the time when the inner autonomy end 

kah1:il c:mtrol was at i~s very heie;!lt . !:'or e~-ample, the Wa ' ad of 152? decreed that 

no man could ~reach in ;>ublic wit.llout express permission of the rabbi end elders 

of the communi t; a:iC. tbc.t in ol'der to be permitted to preach in su_-rroundi.nc; d is
(2) 

trict s ~!:e darsmn must s ::o;; 7:7.'..tte:. perlllits f:-crn these w thorities. 

£ven sharper is the statement in a decr~e of t~ e fla ' ad ~hich met in 
( 3) 

Homsk, in 1567 'i'his decree talces cor:;nizance of t he fact it inera~t preachers 

are going aboiff the country addressing multitudes vd thout permissi on of the local 

3 . App.le 

' "'J 
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77 
offic1""1s, the 

~oreover, the conse~t 

Of individual C~unities, in the C~Se Of itinerant preache~s, IIDJst be buttressed 

by the consent of all the cornmuni ties (of the ·17a ' ad) . 

Precisely why the authorities found it necessary to check such itinerant 

prea chers , whether it was t o protect the people fran che.rla te.ns, or \'lhether i t 

mirrors a n 1 nner struggle between the forces of u.ystic 1sm and the forces of r ation

alist i c, Tal; ~udistic c ommunal c ontm 1 , requires deeper a ni intensive study. Tbe 

connection between the Bf;adists and popular mysticism even in earlier times has 
( 1) 

been notic ed . We have seen too the forces of the kabbal.&. at work in the ;1r itings 

anc't. thoughts of Davici . Thus these may be clues of a silent struesle t hat pr eceded 

a."!d parc.lle:led t he upthrust of Sabbatianisn anC. ~~sddism. 

( 2) 
ie l ear& too that i n 1685 t he conmunal officials placed a curb on the 

publications of honJ.letical boo::s . Md Dubno\'I wr1 tes: 

" ••• t he Council of t h e .tour Land s established a control over the books issued 
by t he pr in ti~ presses of Cracow aid Lublin and i11ported froir. abroad. Only 
such books were allowed to circula t a as were supplied with a prin ted approba
tion or " haskama" . " 

..:'be H.akdarna of t h e 
(4) 

of Benjamin ~e ' b of 

3zcebryzcin gives us e fascinatinG picture of ti:¥! attitude of many ~a.lmudic 

schol ars to t h e ma. r;!3id . It dates froJ? the lBth century, but is yet worth 

citing here . we see mirrored , i n !>rOEd outline , t he strugf.'.J.e be tr-een the 

learned ..'.'al.mudi s ts and t~e common people . \7he .1 benjanin nit.es here , urging 

the learned a• o)n .,.o"?n to stey a way fran the synagogue 

on Saturday afternoons , so t l1at t he cocmon people may undisturbed listen to 

the ethical. homilies of t he mochie.ch ; \·.hen he paints a pie ture of the scaie 

wherein he , the maggi d , tries to SIB ak to t he p eople, above the almost de-

liber ate drone of the learned ones s tudying. out loud, and thus distr acting 

the attention of the people f r om t he rnarrnid; V'.hen we read hOfJ :'le is told by 

then to speak, if he ilas soMethinG to say in pilpul , but t o be silent if he 

l . See asp. the first peras ba of 3er eshit Habba . 

~ . App . 2 

4 . See App.4 

3. iiistory of .Tewa in Rus si. £ 

~ Poland , Vol. I , p . 195 • 
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is just going to sreak on ' lllllsa:r 1 ; we see tte vivid re- enactirent or mat has 5one 

on for so long, the strugv,.e bet ween Abbahu and Hiyya , the struggle that was already 

beginning to make itself felt i n Poland , p erhaps , even in the tine of David Darsban . 

The sources appe~ded to this chapter, ~~ke it possible to cull these few 

~leanings. There is a wealt h of 1111, •iDO to be tnne through and studied 

carefully, aid fra:1 such a study flill emer ge a clearer Qrd fulle:- picture of the po

si tion o f the darshan and mast:id i n Polish Jewish life , in t hat interesting and 

deeply f as cinati ng perirn , ~he ~ixteenth to the eighteenth cm turies. Which, af' 

course, is in the province of another study, indeed, a wider and more extem>ive 

st..dy. 

-
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