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SUMMARY 

This is the second of a projected series of studies 

aimed at garnering a body of t opically and chronologically 

clas s if~ d data bearing on the intellect ual life of American 

Jewry,with an intellectual history 6t American Jewry as 

ultimate goal. 

The convention proceedings of the Central Conference 

of American Rabb is over a period of twenty years were used 

for thi s study. The topical and chronological arrangement 

grew out of tbe data. 

The 1nt"8llectual preoccupations trea ted may be or ganized 
l J. 

about the rabb i•a thin.king in regards three questions: (l}Wbat 

is the Conference? (2)fhat are Jews and Judaism? (3)To what 

beliefs are we committed? The epicenters about which the data 

bearing on these questions revolved in each of t hree periods 

is indicated by the chapter beadings. Topics are dealt with 

in t he same order in each period,so th at the three chapter 

he adings (one from each pe riod)relating to any of the top ics 

summarize its development ove r the twenty year s. Zionism was 

omitted except for a few corroborative references. Sub-topics 

on which the data was scant or somewha t tangential to main 

issues were included where they buttressed.a othe r evidence 

of general t rends. 

Th e data shows that i n different periods, Conterence 

spokesmen -and some times even the same individual- held 

different and often conflicting views on tr.any issues.The 
9 y RflBDd/J//<-

pe r i od frorn 1889 to 1894 is characte rized ae eflie ef)\libertarianism, 

pride and confidence,re jection of Orthodoxy,and the cencept1on 



of J udaism as Reason. From 1894 to 1903 th.f're e.ppeara a 

trend toward uniformity and a synod, a decline in morale, an 

attempt at r ap prochement wi tr. Orthodoxy, and the conception 

of Judaism aa involving Rae 

1904-1910,the s-ynod sentiment Emd faila,a 

further decline in JT1orale ends,•or some, with a rebirth or tne 

older Reform s -pirit, the Conference for the firs1; t 1me comes 

to grips with the problem of the gh;to and .fails to make any 

headway i n 1 t, the controversy as t o whether Isr1!lel is a church 

or a race continues. In a ll thre e periods, unsuc icessful efforts 

are made toward creat ing a systematic theology ·1rhich will 

officiaLly repres~nt the s tand of the Cont'erence. 

The outstanding even~ in the American Jewish history of 

this era is the so-called Russian Jewish immigratlon,and it is 

the Conferenc~s adaptation to this that the f o r ·e&oing represents. 

The relation of the numerous minor currents i lll th& history to 

the change s in thE\Conference•s intellec t ual frsll!lework have not 

been underscor e• because the d ata from the prc>ceeding a la, for 

many l nqulrles, too s cant to justify e for evidence. 7 

# 
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PREFACE 

This is the second*of a projected series of atudiea 

aimed at garnering a body of topicall7 and chronologically 

cJassified data bearing on the intellectual life of Ameri­

can Jewry with an intellectual history of American Jewr-7 aa 

ultimate goal. 

The convention proceedings of the Central Cont'erence 

of American Rabbis over a period of Twenty years were used 

tewthis study. The topical and chronological arr angement 

grew out of the data. But data is dynamic and the static cat­

egories required for preliminary comprehension cannot alway• 

contain it perfectly. Hence overlapping occurs. Fu~re ex­

tension of this studj•• scope chronologically or in sources 

of data may result; 1n different topical or periodiaal ana-

lyses and emphases. In any case, the class iflcations and per­

iodization used in this paper more or lt as exactly b•t un- )1l 
questionably docuilent,bound and chaaacterize the intellectual 

movements r~flected in the proceedings.examined. 

The i ntellect ual preoccupations treated may be organ­

ized about the rabbis' thinking in regards three questiona: 

(l)Wbat is the CCAR?(2)What are Jews and J uda1sm!(3)To what 

beliefs are we committed? The epicenter s abCllt which the data 

be aring on these questions revolved in each of three periods 

is indica ted by the chapter headings.Topics are •ealt with 

in the s ame order in each period so that the three chapter 

headings (one from each period)relating to any of the topics 

summarise its aeve l opment over the twenty years covered by 

the study. Zionism was omitt ed except f nr a few corroborative 
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references, a separat e study being in~ended for this. Sub­

topics on which the data wa~scant or somewhat tangential to 

main issues were include~t>j{Jre they buttressed other evi­

dence of general trends. 

A thesis with pretensio1m to historical understanding 

should do more than show sillJ>ly that all-too-solid root• 1n 

the Conference's past may be discovered for a variety or often 

contradictory beliefs and tendt.ncies. It is true that not only 

the Conference's spokesmen taken a~a whole,but sometimes even 

selfsame individuals have stood,in different periods, for 

individual rabbinic freedom and againsi it,for the clear de­

!119.rcation of Reform from Orthodoxy and against it,for Judaism 

as Reason, and against it,for the unification of religions 

and qgainst it, ro1• Biblica l Criticism and against it, and ao on. 

But a historicll thesis should attempt to demonstrate 

that the change s ai'e not the result of hermetically •••t• 
insulated i ntellectual labors or caprices but the outcome of 

altered social conditions compelling active minds to regroup 

their i ntellectual forces in ways effective in the new social 

climate. So far as the sc'pe of this paper permits,such an 

attempt aas been made. 

The specific content of the iz:t ellectual positions, taken 

together with the particular times in which they appear argues 

t he conclusion t hat they r epresent,9.Jl'long ether things,the 

Confer~nce •s accommodaticn to the so-called Russiall*Jewish 

inmrl.gration during the - era under study. A comparison or 
the dates of the largest immigration during this era with 

the dates of the decline o!' Conference morale and the accompanying 
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changes in outlook(as shown by the titles on the Contents page) 

is most suggestive. Tm relation of the numerous minor currents 

in American Jewish his tory to the changes which occured in 

the Conferencts inte l lectual f r amework in this era have not 

been underscored because the data from the pn>ceed i ngs ls, ---; 

for many 1n'IU1ries,too scant to justify~or evidence. 

Although the judgement is to some~na1ghtfnl­
and not objective,it may not be too fa• fetched to propose 

that there is a persuasive if not a necessary logic binding 

the conception of Judaism as Reason, t he rejection of Orthodoxy. 

the Conference's self-confidence a'ld its libertarian structure 

to one anobher. Similarly, the topics of each of the other 

pe riods. That is,the •ttitude s and beliefs prominent 1n any 

one period are related not only individually to the corresponding 

positi on tn the other periods,but to each other in a meaningful 

configuration. '!'here is an inner unity among the positions 

taken in any one perio•,a horizontal as well as a vertical 

re 1at1onship. 

As regards t he i mmediate •1•tt&•wttttt~ application, 

the insight may be more usefu l than the conclusion - a not 

uncormnon occurence in reaearch. The distinct par allels between 

the Conferencef s preoccupations 1n the second and third periods 

of the study and t he trends in contemporary Reform organ1za­

t1on•l life wil l be obvious t ok the informed reade r . The questions 

to which this leads are:(l )Can we !'ind sirrllarities 1n the two 

historical situations to account f or the parallels? (2) Can we 

pred i ct the f uture course on the basis of these already existent 

par~ lle ls? The answers are not within the purview of this 



paper, but depend upon t he type of data and organizabion 

represe nted by it. 

lv 

I should like to express my profound appreciation or 

Dr. Ellis R1vk1n 1 s mentorship,which I fou nd to be a peerless 

combination of scholarly breadth iri d depth wedded to a third 

dimension - the art of social relationships . 

My indebtedness to ruy wife,to whose lot it has ~all(jn 

to suffer with me tribulations which are not hers, is beyond 

r epaying . 

M p 

* The fi r s t was a studY of t he t heology of the Rab t.. lnnical 
As s embly. 



CCAR PrlOCEEDINUS 168~- 1894 

Confer·ence Structure and F'unct i on : Free Enterpris e 

The CCAR crone into existence in Detr o it, July 1 0 , 18891 

w~en a g roup of rabbis adopted the amended r Eport of an 

r1r ganizaticn p lanning commit tee vmich had been appointed i n a 

pr·eliminary meet ing the day before. It s aims it declared 

t .... be rabb inic cooperati.on anci encou:t·age ment , as well as the 
( 1 ) 

establishing of guiding princi ples o r norms. The latter's 

function was no t to cu rb deviation from orthodox usage. An 

">c casiona l allusion t o "rash" reformers no i:; witbs ca nding , the 

pr oceedi n g s of t~e CCAft f or the years i n que st i on evidence 

n ~ dis may over the individual rabb ~s • freedom to reform 

.rewis b usag e according to his own convictions . On the contrary, 

t n e prima~ - not to say sacredness - 01· this l i berty is 

i·epeatedly invoked . 'l'he Conrer·ence is por·trayea as shunning 

authority over its member s ana serving onl y i:;o stimul ate and 

f oster their conti nued prog r e ss t o'wa rd t ruth through free dis-
( 2) 

cuss l on . 'rhe cons t itution presente o at t he 1 889 meeting 

neither mentions sS:ctions f or t'bose who fal l to comply with t he 

a ~ti cipated enactment s n o r describes t.hem as de f i nitive Judai sm. 
- -

It invests them, by i mplicat i on, wi t h ~he s 8.Tl'e 

characte r as the le~islation of earlier liberal rab c con -

ferences , vm i ch it describes as simp l y "recognized as a n 

autrorl t ative e xpression of the best intel ligencf' and purpo se 
( 3) 

of their r espective times . 11 

'.'Jha t purpose, then, were t"1ese enact.ed norms t o serve? 

- 1 -
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r~ey were to protect the indi vidual rabbi who ~as under attack 

r~ r h i s r efo rms. The "recognized ecclesiastic8l. authority , 

wou l d , presu mably , shield the rabbi from the fire of' his more 

t r·11 d itional corelig ionists , as well as guai·a Judaism from 
( 4 ) 

1;he exces s ive refo t·ros of "rash men . 11 The CCAR, by enact ing 
r 

I I { I" • I .1. ',~(/-v-) 
com.~s n orms , was to provide morAL support t o reform 

rabbis without infr ing ing on their freedom . 

Its Pride and Confidence 

In its first yea1 s , the Conference was proud, a ggressive , 

self- confident. It saw itself as the unconquerable and 

-inevit a b l e stan dard bearer of "histori ca, progressive Judaism" ' 

a o'1rase end lessly reiterat ed by Conference speakers; it felt 

itself t o be a vig orous constructive force making for the 

unifica tion and prog ress of tbe fragmente d AIJ'leric~ Jewry of 
( f;, ) 

t~e t ill'e . The p toceeding s fairly g low as speakers announce 

t 'ie Confer ence ' s intention to a bolish i 5nor ance, superst i tion 

and indiffer-ence as we] 1 as bigotry an d fanaticis m; to sift 

the good and true from the e v il and error; to preserve the 

f orner and use it for the inevitab l e pr og ress of J u da i sm. Nor 

i s tl-tis prog rrull sufficiently ambitious for the Confe1'ence. 

ot Judaism alone, but r.he very world is i ts oyster . We are 

met no t merely t o meke speeches , but t o give the world 
(6) 

some-

t"'ini:i: t o re ad , t o t alk, to feel , to think about l Its own 

ob.~ect"fres an d those of Israel' s history , r.he Conference con-

s~ -' et en t be i d entical : the salvation and satisf action of 

- ~ -



Israe l and a.11 ma:kind . It beheld wi th pr i d e wba t ii; c onsiae1•ed 

t 0 be its constructive a ttainments in this d i r ection: the 

r errova l of ritual and racial barrie r s to prose l ytes ; the declar-

e.ti" n of the eouality of' a ll before God; the class ificat ion of 

patriotism and obedience t o the law of the land as a r~ligious 

du t y for e very Israelite; the exaltation of the most sacred 

etPical doctrines as commandmen t s of God, g iven to Israel frcm 
( 7) 

the beginning . 

TPe Confer ence took pride in the constituencies of its 

rabbis , and heaped plaudits upon their laymen). for their myriad 

virtue s includini! thei r culture, education, progress, enlight m -

!. e nt, hu..ruanity , thought, activi ty and liiel In the procee ing s 

of these years there i s almost no indication of as 

r·e.:;a. r·ds the cul tic II' a c tices or lack or tbe rr on the 

thei r congregations: On the contrary, encomuims are uttered for 
" 

the i r " fixin~ t heir eyes on the highe s t ends o f moC.ern civiliz-

a t ion" , and having at heart the welfare, progress, elevation and 

happine s s of thei r country as well as all humanit~l They are 

du.ly apure ciated as the "liberal" and "progressive" majority of 

i\merican J ewry; as t he philant h r opists responsible f or the 11 pal-

atia l t e mpl es" , the hospitals, orph an asylums, ho~s f o r the aged, 

the UAPC, the P.UC, and innumerable similar accomplishments; as 

those \'1ho have "naturalized J u daism in America. " '.J.'be very ten:plA 

structures , are applauded as comparing 11 well \Vith the finest 

r.hurche s 11 in sp lendor and arch itecture. Surely t h is g cJod fee li~ 

was r eciprocal. ~ve find that during the Cleveland convention, 

1890, the Confe1·enc e membe r s were invit ed to pay visits to various 

~ 
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local institutions , among them "the rooms of the Excelsior 
( 8 ) 

c l ub, which is the club of 01.ll' most respecteci Israelites . 11 

Its rte j ect ion of Crt hodoxy 

The attitude of Conference leadership toward other 

elen1ents in contemporary Jewry is concisely put in Vtise 's 

phrase: No concessions t o the anachronists l Wn Wise • s view, 

Or thodoxy and Conservatism failed to take into ac<D unt the 

"just demands" of the new era and country; the only ex is ting 

alternatives to Reform, he judged to be 11Kabbalistic mysttcism" 

and "rabbinic legalism" , both used as ter·ms or disapproval 

durine this period by numerous Conference speakers . The con­

stitution of 1 89 opens membership in the Confere nce not onl y 

to r·abb is, bu t also to "autodidactic pre s.chers 11 , authors of 
~M oll~ ~ I Boe-1r~ 
w:wiRxftr v eeiffl on Jewish theology or literature, and all who 

render i mportant services to Judaism; a simple majority vote 
( 9) 

of aprroval adn:its to membership . Despite this liberal policy 

'Nise as$erts in 1 89:3 that only "representative men of the 

progressive school, none of ihe staunch legalists , were accepted 

to l".'Jembership . 11 In 1 894 he rEP orts that the Coni'e1·ence has 

grown to over 1 ..,0 members but explains that no Polfsb, Hussian , 

or othe r "so -called Orthodox" are in this number since the 

Conference "at once re,jected all illiberal elements and stands 

exclus ively f or runerican Israiil. of the liberal and progre&sive 

sc'1ool •••• " (lO) 

- 4 -



I have no e v ide ,.1 ce that occasions for refusing membersh i p to 

"s t aunch leg a.l ists" actually arose, but the tenor of the 

re~a rks cited is not calc ulat e d t o conceal the at titude wh i ch 

mot iva ted ~· 
t<•t.U•f'l 

Unlike Wise , .fle. differ ent l ate d be twe Ell 

Orthodoxy and Con servat i sm; the f ormer he t hought d e serving 

of f i l i al respect , b u t the latter he d e scr ibe d as a " c atchword 

f o r the masses . 11 Kohler eval uated the c onservatis m of Frankel 

and Jv.annheime r as a n adjuste d Reform c alculated t o sati s f y a 

lar~er number , 1. e . to satisfy those who did no t bel ong to 
( 11) 

the ,Tewi sh int e lectual ar i stocr acy . 

4.s one wou l d expect, t hose 11 anach r onis t '1 att i tudes which 

are ref l ected in t he Cont ·e r e nce p roceeding s a re not c onc i l i a tory . 

f he Confer ences ' aim, s o the Or t h o dox opine d , was the abol it i on 
{12 ) 

of J uda ism. From the proceeding s a l one it is not c l e a r 

r1he tr er Wise ' !l i nclusion of 'l'almudic sanct ion i n justifying 
( 13 ) 

t:te f or p; reflects a s pe c ific form of at t ack on hefo r rn . On t he 

o t her h and, Kohl er's repe at ed ins i sten c e t hat 11e1'orm h a s always 

stood fo r· J u daism on e and inseparable , that Refor m a ttempts to 

?re vent , n ot to c suse sch isms , is as obviously a i me d a t s pe cific 

a ccusat i ons as is t he t it le of one of' his a ddresses to the 
( 14 ) 

Con1'erenc~ viz . , "Is Re f orm Judai sm Destructive o r Constr u ctive?" 

In Kohler ' s a dd r e s s just referred t o is revealed the -- -unusua l na tur e of Conservative the ory and prac tice in th i s period . 

·r ::ie " oo -calle d conservative Jews 01~ this count ry" have no r i g h t 

to c rit icize Refo r m sinc e t heir pos i tio n is the s ame a s ours , 

s s_ys r ohler . The i r u se ot' re ason to d i scrimi nat e betwetn Mosaic 

- 5 -



and Habbinlc laws, their adn it t ing change in t.he Biblical 

writ lnP.: s or Haboinic statutes , their play ing organ in the 

5vnagogue especially on t he holy days , Sabbaths and festivals, 

their i nt roducing the confirmat ion rite or abolishing rabbinic 

r ules s u cP a s keepine fasts, s igns of mourning for the Tenple , 

carr y ing a watch or handkerchief on the Sabbath, all these 

make t~eir opposition to Refo rm illogi cal and void of 

orinciple since they ha ve)rirtually taken sides with Reform. 

It i s no longer a mat ter of principle but 01· deg ree and mode • 

.. ,here , Kohler ask s, is the consiste ncy of that conservat ive 

nabbi who has publicly denied the authenticity of Deutero Isaiah 

and yet said, at t~A dedication of t he JTS the other day , 
(15) 

t Pat the Pe nteteuch shou l d be fence d as a noli me tangere? 

Ju?.aism t.'eans F<easo n 

The Confer ence ' s S"X>kesman unanimously held Judaism to 
I 

be n0t only Sl ia rior t o all other r elig ions but the highest 

possible f or m of relig ion arxj destined to become t re religion 

of all mankind . To ~isj, t he ~osaic God-concept appeared so 

l ofty as to be un~-yt; ainable by mere human si:;e cular.ion and 

tterefore , he felt, it argued the reasonableness of revelation! 

Sine~ he syllogi zed,~religioJts doctrines regarding ethics, 

immortality, reward and punishment, etc . must align with its 

God-conce-pt and since Moses' God-concept is the most exalted 

attainable by man , J uda ism must. , as a supreme relig ion, be the 

universal relig i on . This, indeed, was Judaism's mission, to 

be c0rne tre rel i g ion of' all , to convert and make brothers of 

all !'Tlen. 

- 6 ... 



This too, was the reason the Jew was necessary for the cont inued 

deve JopMent of humanity , i.e. because he carried within him this 

"precious germ" a universal religion of humanity , because through 
(16-19 incl) 

the Jew all the families of the earth would be b~ ssed. 

The ~nate superiority of Judaism they recognized not onl y 

in the excellence o.f i ts revelation but in its perfect agreement 

·ui t~ pure reason. f or the Jewish thinker, they a ve rre d, no con­

flict between religion and s cience could exis t , for Judai sm 

being reason's "on l y twin sister" never taught blind belief, 

but only "thou shalt l earn and understand ,. " For Judaism, both 

et~ical an d natural law are revelations. Oh l how fortunate are 

-:1e , one Conference speaker rhapsodizes, that we have a purely 

~istorlcal relig ion whose genius is in perf ect harmony with 

science ; that we are hampered neither by a creed against whi ch 
{20 ) 

reas ~n rebe l s, nor a rigid, unchangeable ritual! 

The precise content of this Judaism is out lined i n broad 

stroke s , not in detail. "Historical Judaism, 11 whose foundat ion 

~. s 11 abs olute truth," is man if est in Israel's h istory and l iter-

atur e not in one ti:ne or place but in all, from Abraham to Zunz . 

'rhe criterion .for distinguishing this "absolute truth" from 

extraneous materials is its occurrence in all Israel ' s literat­

ure. The mutabl e and perishable is not part of it, hence 

Kabbala and legalism are not p~t of it, the former having been 

vanguished by sc i ence and the l atter being occupied only with 

the temporary adjustments of changing society . What remains a s 

- 7 -



(21 ) 
t he foundation of historica l Judaism? Onl y eternal verit ies. 

" Spi r itual unity" and moral progress" are the Jew! s contribution 
( 22) 

t o t he unfolding life of humanit:y . 

Elsewhe r e, the foundation of historical Judaism i s said 

t r be the Pentateuch "however understood and expounded in all 

s i ncerity and good fait.h . 11 'l'hat is , it may be interpreted 

and appli ed in anywise without disturbing the unity of Judaism. 

Ey this t est, "American Judaism'' was cJe arly one with "Judaism 

i n general" as long as it "adhered" t o Penteteuchal provisions 
(23) 

and teachings" eve n according t o our own construction." 

The Conference 's "construction" of the Law is not d iscussed 

in these proceedi ngs. But a program f or the Conference as 

re i:ards .Tudaisrn is out lined . The preservation of Judaism "in 

i t s pri stine puri ty and beauty" depends both on theory and 

adequate practice, fo~rns and institutions. While we must 

guard and s anctify the adequa te inheriLed and ancient usages, 

i · is our dut y t o repla ce inade quate ones. Judaism• s develop­

me :1t requires the l iberati on of i ts univers" lity from anti­

auated, t ribal, meaningless pira~hernalia. Its prophet ic 

universalism was cramped into t:he part i cularism of the halacha . 

It require s new forms at least R-pproxi mating unive-Paalist i c 

themes as well as the (forms) out l ook and feelings of the 
(24) 

''lar gest cornmuni t y ." Philipson taught that lB re in America 

pr cphetis m - the t rue Judaism - is preached again in its 

purity, and he added , if our religion conf licts with our gov-

ernment , religion must take second place. Wear~ American 

- 8 -



in nationality, Jews in reli@. on. There i s no Jewish nation, 

only a Jewis h religion which, in striking ar~nt with the 

'' .rtepublican .form o.f government," stands .for freedom, exalts 

huJTlan d igni ty to the highest point, and desires the separat- 1 
( 25) 

ion of church and state. 

The Conference dis covered that elements of this p~ogram 

were constant factors in Jewish history. Wi se announced that 

Israelis mission to become the universal religion not only 

be gan at Israel 's very inception, but was so considered and 

understood by the prophets, sages, philosophers, not to 
( 26) 

mention the nineteenth century teachers. Kohler analyzed 

s.11 Jewish history as consisting of one " Refonn" a!'ter another. 

t:oses ' God- concept refor roing and improving on that of the 

Patriarchs , the Deuteronomic Reformation, the Deutero- Isaianic 

RefoI'I!lation, the Ezranic Reforms and rabbinic history including 

Hillel and Saadia a l l vali date the concept of Jewish history as 
(27) 

a chain of "reformist" and "liberal" developments. 

Toward a Sys tematic 1fheo logy 

In "an endeavor to maintain in unbroken h istoric succession 

the fo r mulated express ion of Jewish thought and ljf' e of each 

era," the Conferetice 's organizational meeting in 1889 bad 

adopt ed the proceeding s of all modern rabbinical conferences 
( 28 ) 

from Braunschweig.- as"'basis" . 

The exact int ent of the term "basis " had not been speci!'-

l e d . Apparently Wise understood l t as officially committing 

the Coni'erence members to the principles set down in the se 

earlier conferences, f or he remarked in 1890 that within the 

- 9 -



CC ~R no difference of opinion as regards the righ~ t o adjust 

Jt.1 daism to time and p l ace coula "justly prevail" since the 

e &rlier German and American conferences had been adopted as 
( 29) 

"bas i s ." 

F'n r most Conference b h mem ers, owever , no authority 

i nhered in this "basis", as the fol l owing demonstrates. At 

thi s same convent ion (le90) a split coIWDittee reported on 

a resolution to "reassert and embody" in the Conference Year-

book t he aeclarat ion of principles made by the Pittsburg 

conlerence, one of these earlier conferences which haa been 

adc pted 3.s " bas is. 11 The rnajor·i t y re port favored the move; 

Dr . " . h.ach ol , a one mans oppose a it on the grounds 

tha t he disa0reea w~th some pirts of the Pittsburg plat£orm 

and knew that other Confe rence members felt similarly . 

~egative sen timent was strong eoough to res t•lt in the 

Conference ' s rejection of the nreassertion; " an ameaied com-

mittee r.eport di rect i ng that all declar·ations of r er"orn: by 

v qr i ous confere nces simply be collectea and recorded in the 
v~ (3o ) 

!yea rbook was adopted instead . Hence t h is volume of' the ., 
~earbook con t ains such a collection but no "°rd 01· "reassertion", 

of t hei1· a uthority or binding character. From this time on 

ne ither Wise nor anyone else involt:ed th:! authority of these 

earl ier proceedings with the exception of the Pittsburg 

pl atf orm t o which there were rare allusions . 

·.·.·1se 's pr esidential me ssa ge in 1 894 spoke of the Confer­

en ce 1 s efforts t o establi sb a uniform ana "rational expression 

- 1 0 -
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in the d idact ic form of Isr·ael •s beliefs, doctrines and 
( 3 1) 

i:>ractices to be known by all that; seek God's truth." 

Th is activity h ad recei ved an impetus two years la6er 

befo ~e app arently because the Confe1·ence had been inviteci to 

re ?resent Judais~ at the Columbian Exposit i on, for at tbe 

July co nve :ntion of 1892, a ' 'Committee on the Columbian 

:sxposition" recon!lllended the preparation of pa~ rs on Jewish 

h i story , Jewish Ethics, Polemics and Apol ogetics , i.e. the 

re la tion of Judaism to Christianity, S~tistics and Archeology. 
( 32) 

No actlon was taken. At the midwinter convention that 

same year, a "Connnittee on the Columbian Congress of kel i gions" 

reportea , once more calling .for irnpt ementation of the paper -

p r·eoarat i on, prog ram. Again there was no r~ s u l t, because, as 

·. i s e exolained, no Jewish scholar had volunteered to take up 

a":ly oi' the subjects, a.nd i t was too expensive for t re Conference 
( 33) 

t o invi t e Eur opean scho l a rs . 

In h islprdsidential n:essag e the following year (1893), Wise 

vigorously pressed upon the Confe re nce wh at he considered to 

be t h e urgent nee d for a systerratic theology of Judaism, for 

a 11cata chism" off iclally a. ,L;ho rized by the Confe1·ence. He 

advanced two argument~ First, a systematic t;heology of Juda ism 

is prerequisite to our Sabbath school teachers' inculca~ing in 

our young sound J ewish doctrine, "equidistant from SJ.IE rstition 

and agnos ticism, " as we 11 as "thoroughly Scriptural" and· 

11 thor·oughly rational." second, Is1•ael , as the bes.rer of a truth 

which includes all virtues, and as anticipating the per1e ct­

ab1 1 ity of humanity or ~essianic futu .l e through tbe u niversal 

'
1 trittrnoH' of t h is truth, must promulgate 1 t to the worl d . This 

era is ripe for· it and, indeed, we are called upon to do s o in 
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t~e r e lig ious Cong ress and Parliament. But, not knowing that 

t r uth "scientifically" and systematically - what is it? he asks 

oo i ntedly - we are not equipped t o impart it to others. If 
k#ouJ ASL~ 

that t ruth is 8e"ePae~ - and if not, be 8 s ks, how could we 

know it? - i t nn1st be subject to analysis and systematizing 

so as to be comprehensible both to us and the world . I n fine, 

a systeirnti c theo logy of Judaism a g reed t o by the entire CCAR 

i s prereouis ite t o both a school catech ism and I srael's 

e ss ial'iship. 

u aving been ap po int ed to speak in the Parliament of tteligions 

rm t."'e t heology of Judaism, Wi se h l:l.d prepared a "comprehensive 

i ntrod11c ti on" which he d i stributed at the Coni'ere ncei inviting 

criticisms and calling for offical adonion~ l'hs of the pa.mpbJe t 
(34 ) 

by the Coru·e rence as an initial step toward an authori z ed theology . 

The Conferen ce's negative reaction to 1'\l ise 1 s proposal he 

de s cribed in retros oect as a violent "horror of ' dogm.-s ' 11 and 
( 35 ) 

"persecut i on . " The report of t he Committe e on the Presidential 

~. es sage , i gnorin g the issues o f t.1essiahship and sys tar a tic theology, 

nirected itself exclusively to the pedagogi c asuects of Wise's 

Pl'oposals . It re<D mmended that a textbook of Jewish Ethics arxi 

1-'ract ic al Rel .i g ion be published. An arrendmen t erom the floor 

added t"1at a "statement of Judaism~' be prepared but SI8 cified 

cir cumspectly that this was not t o be conside r ed a catechism. 

'fhe Cor...fe renc e was in no mood to dal ly with proposals that 

smacke d h owever faintly of official theolog ie s . Despite the sa1'e-

! Uar d , t here was no reassuring t he Coni'erence ; both the amendment 
( '7.f;) 

anQ the mot i on voted down. 



Wise , howe ver, did not let t he i ssue collaps~ There 

a ppears later in the proceeding s of t h is convention the report 

of a "Special Connnittee on the Presidential Message• a 

=tecomrnendation" that t here be compiled a systematic theology 
............. 

and a catechism based on the <:.~:::: This committee was probably 

the f ace of Confe1~nce squelching of the a r pointed by ~ise , in 

wh ol e proposel, in an attempt to bri.n g the matter onto the 

Conference flo or for discussion - which the original committee 

on t he pres idential l1'B ssage had fa iled t o do . 

The report asked that a committee of five be appointed to 

collabor a te in edi ting a book of the " Religion and Ethical 

Teach ings of Judais n:" as understood by Ame r ican tteform. The 

contents of t he pr oposed book are given in terms which are 

oe da gogically orientea , a nd this apparently appeased the Cor.-

fe 1ence , for - after a len~thy d i scussi on, t h e motion was passec 

a nd . ise appointed the committee of: five . l<"'elsenthal of Ghicago 
(37) 

a s l< ed t o have his "nay 11 recorded . 

My interpretation of these event s i s supported by Wise ~im­

self, who i n speaking a bout t h is ( 1893 ) CD nvent ion at a later 

time, cle arly states that i t not only re ,i ected the proposal tha t 

an authorized s y stema tic theology should be atterr-p t ed but even 

•:1en t so far as to "veto" the mot ion to publish a manual of 

reli ~ious instr~ction . He makes no mention of the liter success 

of t he "Special commi ttee" but, to t he contrary, sums up sar­

c a stically that tre actions of this c oruer·ence ( 1 99;,) "indirect ly 

e stablished ••• t h a t we sho;i l d go on teach ing , preaching and 

advoc ating that undef ine d s:> mething wh ich we call the great truth 
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(38) 
of which Israel is the his torica.l exponent." 

'I'he five man committee aopears in the proceedings of 18~4 

as tbe "Committee on catech ism," and the preamble to its report 

paral lels Wise' s presid ential message of the previous year wi t h 

s ·s~ic ious exactness. Whereas , it pronounces , tbe Conference 

desires a precise statement of the pr i nciples of Judaism so as 

t n ...,ake possible "uniform conce pt ion and instruction, 11 the 

co!l'.,. ittee proposes (1) t ha t i t be instructed t.o p 1·esent t o the 

next convention a draft of a manual fo r re ligious instruction, 

(2 ) t ra t pre pa ratory to t~ is, a s y llabus of t he proposed manual's 

s ..tb.iect matte r be pr epare el by the commit tee &.nd distributed to 

Confe 1e nee members for critic isms and suggestions , enabline; the 

co""n- i t t ee to present an a cceptable draft, ( 3) t.hat Confe 'ence 
( 3~ ) 

"T\emt er-s ?re s en t t heir views by. lette r . 

1'he Confel"enc e i mrnedi a.te ly objec ted to t h e t erm " catechism" 

in tlie cc~mit te e ' s tit le, and s u bstitute o " foanual of f\el i g ious 
{4u ) 

Inst r 1;.ct i o n . 11 •rhe a is cuss ion of the repo rt on the Conf'erence 

floo r paid little h eed t o t he pedagog ic aims set forth in t he 

lan.pla ge of the report but add ressed itself heatedly to the 

oue~t ion of le g isla ting unifo r mity in f Aith , strong neg ative 

op~nions being voiced . In t he end , though, the r·~ ort was 
( 4 1 ) 

adopted with a mino r change. 

Soon, however, the negative pa rty r all i ed and achieved a 

victor y . On motion t h e co 11mittee w8J dissolved; another motion 

cal l ed for p resi dential appoint~f a ten man commi ttee on 

· annal of rtel 1g ious I ns truction, to r e port according to the 
(42) 

earlier resolution . Wh at seems t o have happened is this : 
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t he gr oup oppo s ed to leg islating the ologie~ fe aring t hat t he 

fi ve ~an con1mi t tee was dominat e d by Wi s e and t he pro-theol og ical 

ele,...,e n ts , adde d t o the numbe r in order to safeguard the Cont er­

ence from a coterie wh ich might u s e t he pedagogic franchise f or 

theol ogi cal ends . 
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CCAR PROC!BDD«:IS 1894 - 1903 

Toward Unifondty and A S,.Od 

The initial attack on the s•leue~ guarded individual. freedoawhich earlier 

characterized the Conference came in 1894 troll lobler•• paper "The Spiritul 

Forces of Judaia,• which burst 1IJJOD the othenri.ae und1st1.Dguiehed coanntion 

like a bl.aring diacord in a paatoral.e, and •et the key in 11hich the Conference 

was to pl.ay d11r1ng COiiing 7eare. 

The indirtdual, Jtohler announced, neither creates, aanctions nor aboliehea 

forms and bellete. It is the COWDmdty or the •repreeentatbes of the people• 

on whom God'• apirit reet. and who, b7 9rat1.t)ing" them, clot.Ile reforms 

with sanctity and 8Pirit11Bl power. This "leading idea of Judain" does not 

bar progress but prevent. "aere individaaliem and arbitrariness.• And who 

was it that needed restraining? The"radicala• in the Conference. Tb97 had 

"run mad," he thundered, and we llWSt not do as thq do for their building 1e 
~) ) 

destruction. 

ltohler did not propoee concrete organizational aeasurea tor controll,Ug 
.. 

and reatrainillg 1.ndirtdual aebera' belief• or actions, which meant1pract~ 

their departures from tndition or Orthodo~, but the •entiment for nc:h 

measures increased in subsequent ,.are• proceedings. The very next ,.ear (1895), 

Rir1ch, a lead.ing radical, delinred an address in which be waa apparelltJ7 

defending "raclical.ia" against chargee coming troa within Ute Cionference u 
(4h) 

well as !-ram without. That 7e&r'• Conference sermon argued agaimt enab-

lisbing ott1c1&1. definitions or creeds on t.be grcnmds that theee would •illpq 

trammel and cramp, and result inev1tabl7 in ctriTing the "honest and intelliaent• 
(45) 

outside "the pale• while the "iporant and bJpocrite" rma1ned within. 1'le 

welcoming addrese to the coDYention ot 1896 informed the listeners that the 

Conference, far from ba~ "revolutionatT' intentions, contemplated neither 

at tacking Ju.daia, legislating restrictions upon 1.ndirldual ainda, nor 



(46) 
establishing new dopes or creeci.. · Such aasurancea were iterated 1n 

later years also. The Conference•• longen:t7 was ascribed bJ' Wise t.o 
~ (~) 

its retusing to connand," to U8Ulle an;r but an acft'ieory role. Another 

president gave aa the "Princ.ipl.e• ot the Conference iha.t it •a •impl.7 a 

"clearing house" of Jniab thought, having no authority except lllhat it 
(48) 

derived trom pernaaio~, i.e. it.a .-ben had the "wid .. t latitwle.• 

'l'bese repeated assurances are in their wq rentaling, but far leu candid 

than the title of a paper read at t.he convention of 1896 bJ' Aaron, "Our 

Shifting Attitudes.• 

Deploring the •ucenee• be MW exiaUng, Aaron a:plai.ned that the 

"moral force of the aajoriv ought t.o intiaidate the self-opinionated" and 

announced that what the Conference needed above all was •eol1dar1.t7.• I 

do not ask for a •synod•, he assured the WJ"T, introducing the term into 

the proceedings for the tint tiae, but for discussion baaed on •eentimen.t, 
(h9) 

inspiring tradition and re&80D.• During the discu.sion of Aaron'• paper, 
(S'O) 

the need for united action •• again cited. 

This mild Jet t.breaten 1 ng poai tion nbeequentq gave way to succeas­

ively sterner ones. The committee on the presidential •Hage of tbe 1896 

Ct.>nvention foxw.117 denounced "rapazrt ind.1Tidull.1•,• as the eril 110st 
~ (Sl.) 

a!fiicting" .. rel~ious 11te.• At the Convention of 1900, !nelow•a 

paper ent itled "The SJ'ftod in the Past and i ta FeaaibillV in the Pree.rt• 

argued for the creati<m of a SJ'llOd on the grounds of current meet, tradition 

and eentiaent, preamting 1 t ae a tho.roug~ Jniah i.nst1t1it1.0n .appearing 

at "eYery notable historic j11ncture" etc., as well ae tbe object or the 
CS2) 

constant hope, ideal, and otriviDg since l.8SS ot W!ae who bad died~ 1MI'• i.J. ,..--
During t.ne diacussion of A&rO•' 1 paper of 1896, Hinch had protestech 
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~ are •e crying tor •union•? llbat coer'Oi.TeneH can the Conference exert 

11hen i t is obrloual.7 the congr:eption.s 911.ch "control t.heir bu.Udi.Qge • 
(SJ) , 

elect rabbis, and ulce d.eanda upon t.he rabbi? Aaron in discusing hie paper 

bad intimated, perhaps 11Dknowing~, a remedy. It had called tor ccmbatting 

the "tendency to divergence" 117 bringing into the Conference the •scholarly-

~ clearheaded aen troll the pen", the "braUV- men of the congregation," 

by bringing together t.he pew and the pulpit in a Central Conterence ot 
(54) 

Jen. But the Union of lllerican Hebrew Congregations had been in eziatence 

independent~ since 1873 and this •e taken into account more adequate~ lJT 

another proposal, in Silnrman•• preaidential. message eiz 19ars later (1902). 

He suggest.ed the rormation of a comittee to extend the scope and 

authority or the Conference b7 forming a relationehip with the twlC sucb 

that the Conference•• deciaiou would receive •proper recognition• and 

be held aut.horitatin b7 the congregations. In this manner, the 'GDifonait,', 

which alread;y cD.ated ae regards the prayer-book, lligbt be extended to 

matters such as proeel7ti.al, inten.arriage, cremation, diet.arr laws, etc., 

on some or which the Contennce had a:preHecl an a t titude but bad failed to 
(SS) 

Nke it "known or felt in the colllllUDit7 at large. • 

The coadttee on the president ial me•sage appn>ftd the format.ion ot ncb 

a committee aa Silverman suggested. It was to report at the next oonvmt1on 

but failed to aeet in the interill because of the death of ita cti.inan, 
~ 

Mielziner. Hence, at the conventi on of 1903, Silvenan, after appeatlillg 

!or a synod in hia presidential me•sage, pnaent.ed a plan of organisation be 

hilllseU had drafted. It recomnended a apM>d compoeed of the Conference and 

lay delegates b'om congregations. JJJ7 Conference recomendation approvad(.56) 

by t.hre6-qU&rter• or the 8J1lOd ... to "be declared the law and practice.• 
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At the same CODftntion (1903), Margolia delivered a lengthy pe._per on 

Jewish nieclogy, which closed with a call tor a 811JOd defined u not infringing 

on local autonOll,)" but open.tag only in •ttera attect112g all, ••£• publiab-

~' l eading act1Titiea, etc. It. was to eollriat of equal elec:ted repreeeatat.ioll 

from the Conference and the U&HC) al tho11gh 1he prea1ding officer _. al.wa;ya 

to be from the Conference and the 8J1IOd wu to act~ on •ttere pit to it 
(57) 

by t.he Conference. A two-thirda ..-ote was to be bll\d1~. 

Three important 9P0kesmn each called tor the oreat.ion of a 11J110d at the 
(58) 

convention of 1903. 

An intensified intereet in the scholar}7 and professional adftncement of 

rabbis as aniteet within the Conference during this period. Some -.ibere 

sean to haYe thought of the Conference as a boq of researcher• in •science, 

literature, theology and Higher Criticism,• although tbe proceedings do not 

testify that such pursuits were engaged in by meabers either wid~ or 

successtully. Although the Conference•a colllld.taenta to principle were. quiM 

sparje in thia period, aoae iaply that it bas been too one-aided 1n •lr1ng 

its religion o~ a "qet-tic coabination o! ideas• or "logical cha1l1 et 
(S9) 

truths .• 

Others began to call for the •pro!eHional spirit• as well as for iDcrea•ecl 

"llterarr worJctt in the form of learned papers. One preaident denounced the 

"hllf-houitt treatment giTen to papers read at the oonvmtiou &Dd cited the 

need tor •ezbauative• lectures, the thmee he and others .... na••t1Dc 

dealt, in t.be •in, with practical probl- of the 11i.n1Bt17 of that en. Be 

sugges ted farther that sections on Bible s~, Tal.Jmd, Hiato17, and Reliciou 

School form within the Conference; that a Jewish Quarter}7 BeTin be pllblillhed, 

that, in brier, the Conference should beccae a more learned and profeeaionalq 
(60) 

compet ent ~l 
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An address deli'f'ered at the convention of 1900 was entitled The 

Jl&bbi as Scholar and urged post-aeminar;y learning in such fields u --
Jewish literatve, Seitic philologr, ComparatiTe Rellgions, Folklore 

and lif1thologr, Mble Critici.a, Tbe Bisto17 and Dnelopment of Ethics 

and pedagogy. The Hebrew Union College ahould bue a post-graduate dep. 

artaent, 1 t was asserted. Plans drawn up for a Sumer coUl'lle of lectur• 

included corresponding with •leading Jaerican acholan• to aecure their 

serrlcea for •acadmc and theolog1cal• nbjecta. The courH wu to be 

given in a •cit7 with a 11Diffl"81t,-. 'lhe fol.l.oring )"lar it •s reported 

that no definite pl.ans on forming a Sumer School could be preeeated 

because Hirsch n.a not in attendance at the convention - pnnabq be was 

chairman of the committee - but for the coming S~, the Conference was 

Accepting the imitation o! Rabbi Berkowitz, head of the Jewiah Chataugua 

Society to use its school aa the Conterence•a Smmer SchoolJ thia took 
(61) 

place and a Sumer School was called again the fol.low11'g year. 

Although it appears to have done ao 11ntil this period, the Conference 

now learned tram a presidential •asage that it neither could nol did ignore 

scholars such u teeaer, lohut and Voraia. The ad:mi.8eion into the Confer­

ence of Jewiab acholara occupying chairs 1n Semitics in Aaerican and European 

universities and colleges waa suggested but turned dawn on constitutional 

grounda. The original organising comittee•a report of Juq 10. 1889 opened 

membership in the Conference to laymen. The constitution of the Conference 

opens memberabip to all rabbis who hold or have held office, to prot .. aora 

1n rabbinical. aminariea, and to "all persona wo~ to be J1mbera •••• • 

But in 1896, the draft ot a rerlaed const.i tut-ion barring 1-JMn from ambe:l'­

abip was preaent.ed and puaed. According to the rollcal.l. that year, 39 were 

1n attenda..wioe at the cotl'f911t1on. That year•• d1reeto1'7 l.iata 136 .-be.rs, 
(62) 

none of irbom are laymen. 
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In the comention of 1902 it was decided to prepare and publish that 
(6)) 

symbol of eccle•iaatic professional.in, a manual for rabbi.al 

The Decline in Morale 

The proceedings of the period 1B9h-1903 are characterised bJ' a decline 

in morale. 'l'he 1890 convention had conteq>lated gl~ the begiming 

of the nineteenth century when "the eun of political liberV ro•• ad 

Reform prepared. it.aeU for the new era of "religious fiouriahing in Iarael,• 
(64) 

as well as political and aocial rights. But Kohler, in l..891', cut a 

cold ere on the nineteenth centu:r,' which bad, as he judged, come at ita 

close "to a retrograde 1DOVement. • The tollowi.Dg conventions echoed and 

reechoed the Ti• that Ref'orm Judain had or was tailing, because it 

had ovm-.uphansed reuon and permitted too 11\JCb i.ndirlduali't7. Occuicmal 
f'i>.RtFtf-0 

reports were paid to the pioneen of Reform who ·~-~·• Judaiaa• b7 

diatinguiahing the essential frca the non-essential and whose "tearing 
(6S) 

down was for the new structure of positive faith." But more often, the 

past of Reform waa looked at askance. 

The same Kobler who, in l..892, eralted Geiger'• theology as provi.di.ng 

Israel with •a grand, rltal. principle of Reform, Tia., historical, ner 

progressin JUdalla," two J9US later declared •culpable" the theologians 

since Zuns tor tall~ to alee JUdai.9111 alive, a superior etlrl.eal and 

spiritual lite; 1.netead, he accused, they had alland themselves to be 

enticed bJ' German thollgbts and bad made Judaism a cold, arc:heological and 
(66) 

philological science. -witb all due deference to our Minted pioneen 

and tbe stil.1 11-ri.ng 1ead.ers of Refora1 " Kohler described RefOJ'JI •• "ballt 

on sand and qn•pdre• when based solely on reason and 1.ntell.ectulia which, 

so he judged. bad been enthroned at the close of the e:i&bteentb centlJ17 
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as a goddess, but bad abauated ita powel'8 and was •tut beCOld.ag a 

dreaded demon u leader ot the fin de siecle aob." Retorm had contused 
___ ...;..;.;_ 

mind and spirit, it bad atreaaed reason, but overlooked the 1ntuit1w 

perception of truth bf' the 80ul 1n touch with the Intinite. Indeed, tba 
(67) 

novelty o! Refcma, bad worn off, he acBitted, the tire bad gone out. 

J 

Jen W81"e drifting aR7 from J'Odalla; Juda1sa as in crisis; and no 

was to blame? Re!Ol'll Judai111 and the spirit ot the age, for being eager to 

break down,but too slow to build up, tor rebelling against cermonial, for 

!ailing to im'est the home and daiJ1' lite with aanctit,' u of old, to 

inspire Jeri.sh lina with the spirit ot their aiesion, for neglecting 

festirua, SJ'llbole and ham cermoniea, while stressing the "1M&ogue, 
(68) 

!or dritting toward a spineless bUMDitariania bordering on agnoat1c1aa1 

Others followed in ~ohler•a wake, mourning the failure of Re!orm to 

' hold a checkrein on itself 1n t.he past, and nineteenth century._ Jfln miking 

$ 
license out ot liberty, tJirowing &aide •O\ll' holleat absernnce:' u •4111pv 
fonnal.ities.• Some regretted Ratom earlier •8118picion• of ·~ religious 

rule," its "owrthrowing" older Tien, ite overstretcb1ng even •omtral 

prlnc1plea• and i t s all~ adjuet..nt to nerr dominent •social and gener&l 

condition" to become a "lauded 'TirtUe." The retreat froa tradition•, it •• 

sud, •s not based on sound principles; legitillisi.D? all changes bf tbe 

criterion that only those possessing "li~ force" should be retained, 11a.a 

far from aatisfaetory, for it result ed in ttie •wicleet llcemie.• The Be.tors 

Movement had "diaappointed us an.• Wise •s eaying that the till.e tor 

synagogal refonaa WU over; eftn Hinch, the arch-radical, WU acreeing that 

Reform1 s -.rller tendency was negative and that tbe problem ill th1a •trans­

ition period" was - how to build up. The earq worship refaru of Da'rld 

Fri~dlander and Israel Jacobaonwere sneered at u •specious,• nperticial 

and destructive, not arising out o! J udaism'• •gemua•. The Conference'• 

scirit han. indeed. sunk quite low bf the tiae Stols in a Conference Semon 



appealed to his 'colleaguee to cease cryhlg "ilul" and to -.ke same 
(69) 

attempt to regain the offensive. 

conference. "Refora" otten aeane "surrender•, not progress, was the 

mes~age ot one Conference eermon. A year be! ore !ohler proposed drop­

ping the term alt.ogetlier, and replac~ it with one more •compnheaaive 

and positive.• One of lrise•s eul.ogiata, speaking 1n 1900, recalled that 

Wise had "thoroughq disliked• the tem "R81'orm Judain" &Di had, ins~ 

"loved to call it 'our progressive Judaism'•. 'lhe epeaker biaeel.t 

preferred "liberated JUdaiBlll. • 
(70) 

'!'he Conference's evaluation of and attitude toward the Reton lq­

man -cmderwent draatic reviaions ~ this period. He wu accued ot 

requ1ring "artificial attractions" to "drag" hia to serrlce, ot being 

ignorant of Judah• bqond a f• contentless generalisations or "crand 

were described u lax in obsenances, and the rabbi.a were advised to •pba­

sise to them •the grandest ot all RefOftl lee•ona" i that liberty is not 

license and independence not indifference. Tbq were ecored tor beiJJg 

critical, for no longer accepting the rabbie' vi.en as autbor1tatiTe1 

tor tending t.on.rd "diTergence"& llben a spuker s\Jggested that one of 

the important twentieth century taska of Reform should be u tree the 

Sabbath of Tallludic rigors, an incensed critic replied that RefOl'lll's 

problem was not a trammeled Sabbath but the absence ot •IV' Sabbath at 

all& The Sunday_ aerrlce ms attacked more bitter}7 than in the past u 

"dissipated Jud.aia" ~ and as teaching uerything except •relitfon and 

Judaism". The Conference is on record as greeting one o! these attacks 
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with "be&rt7 applaue". Hirsch'• defense against another attack eetma to 
(n.) 

have had no effect. 

Although re!erencea to a "hurt.tul. nl.tiplicity of synagoguee", to 

rivalries between tb«9, to their financial needs and the failure of those 

able to do so to 8Upp0rt th•, were ude at the Philadelphia convention 

1fithout specif)ing Reform, the contest would pendt ~ that Refom 
(72) 

1.nstitutiou were the reterrenta. 

One of the two positive charactenptiona of the Reform Jn 1n the 

proceedings or this period describec! Ma, b)' contn.et to t.be F.utem 

European Jn, u "•11 balanced", i.e., neither extremeq religioua nor 
(73) 

extremely free-t.b1.n1dng and becolling iDcreas:llgl)' "Mdiocre". (For t.be 

other see page~ 1· ) 

Toward Rapproch..ent With Orthodnz 

Wise ranained adaantly lO)'al. to hia motto - no conceHiona to tbe 

anachronists - until his death in 1900. Be felt that the Conference bad, 

by resolutions and papen, detinitel7 diatingu.1.ahed between the "AMrican 

standpoint• and the •o1d achool•, and that it stood fouraquare for the 

lli.aaion of Israel, tor a ttp\Jr'el.7 historical" and •rational" aerican JUcltim, 

and for the di.atinctione between itaelf and the •old achool•, Tis., the 

rejection of ~c authority, the •abolition" of circuacision for adult.a 

proselytes, and the deletion f'rolll the lit'ara of P"18J'8 concerning the 

return to Palestine, the coming of the ](eeaiah , corpo~ rasurection and 

"Outcries or woe" over persecution. As late aa 1896, be inaiated be .. 

"no prospect• of &IJ7 ot.her rabbinical organisation mating in the United 
(7h) 

Statee, and predicted confidentl)r, "the Mure 18 oUl"e•. 

Others 1n the Conference, hot1et81', ware leas obdurate and eoagbt -

with increasing deepe.ration - rapprochsent with Orth~. !obler set 

the pace, bis prcmulga ti.on or auch vi.en in l89h bei.Jag turtbered onl)' b.1 



himself 1n 1.896 and final 17 b7 a host of speakers in 1901. 

In his earlier address, lohler called attention to the daagervu 
..i 

debi~tion ot Judaism and blued it on Jlldai•'• lack of epirituallti)', 

of "soul-Life", ot v:plltt and comfort, of prophetic md paai.1.stic 

inspiration lfhich bad 1ong ago been obstructed and obscured by aeam~­

l ess, powerless fome and !Ol'lllll.as. The fault 1q in JUdaia•s' 'cr.-.1'­

intellectualisaticn•. '!he ta1Jnld1ats, the lled1eftl philoeophen, 1n 

!act, all Jen and JUdaia, w1 th the exception or Halen, Badl;Ja and 

the Kabbaliat., bad phlloaopbised too much, cultinting the iDtelleat 

ttwtii ch uproot." inatead of aentu.ent•, "which root•"• What reained 

to render one a Jn once the 8'letto tell? ~ "falae race pride" or 

"narrow ri tualimn". Having been trained to 'ccm.s1der o~ deed and 

conduct, not creed and conteasion, he argued contradictorilT but t.onrcl 
(75) 

the same end, the JOUDg Jew DO'if ctrm "the practi.cal conclUIJiona•. 

The solution? Retora JIWSt inculcate 1n the Jew"a qatan of 

copsecration•, of •elf-coutrol ·and aanct1!1cation; it nat strengthen 

home and synagogue r;itual and .,.mboli.a; it must not weaken rac1al 

distinctiTeneae; it -.et rebuild the emotional lite of the Jew •as did 

Mosaic and rabbinic 1n" • Indeed, only the Jewiah ideal Of hollneH U 

•bodied 1n the "Jewiah .,.eta U llfe of old" t:ra1na •n to be~ 
(76) 

ethical. 

Although Jtchler'e aolution is worded in tens ot a progl'Ul for 

Reform alone, the context or hu remarks suggests that be was thinking ot 

the probleJI u that of all Aaerican Jf!rr1. Thi a 1a etched wore clear:Q' 

in hia later address , in which h1a 90tive 1.8 obrloua17 DOt aerely the 

benefit of the Bef ora aoTement but t.be preservation and aateguarding of 
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Juda1 • in Ameri.oa. '!be object ot our concern toda7, he tella the 

Conference, -t be not leren, bat Judaia. 1IQ"f !tie aa.81.an elm 

Which ia alrud,r the •joritJ- 1n Uerican J~, 1a 1no11md to a:ti••, 
to ninging 1l'm ••capenuu .. ad llt'J"8t1c orthodm;r" to a "rational.iaa 

N/ HILtSAA 
approachinc rlu••w and *9Pt.1.eim". Be warm Ule Caaterenc. •t to 

~erlook the fact tbat •tb• ant '9mt1J-.ra111.ll decida the fate• 

of .Aaerican J..-r. J. "whole._ 1nn11eDCe• llUt be w~ 11pm thia 

Rlleaian el.meat. Our Baton ideu 1l1ll be ineffectml, tor t.hq comidw 

u Cbriet1an1..... Bow, then, 

to bear? 

lohler bad cloaed h1a earlier addreaa (189h) wit.h brief ~ .aboat 

a "United Jnda1 .. whiClb wald 1l'1n am 111lite the world. The later 

addreea(l896)-. .-titled •A UDited Iarael•, and 1n it he apanded t.hat 

notion as a 80lution ~ t.he problm poaed abcmt. Tb• UM for pal't7 

diaeuaaicms and wnngUng 1a onr, be told the Contcence; t.he tiM 1a 

here for peace, union, barllOllJ'• ltetcma and~. couerntia and 

radicalia, lut. ad w.t wt all ataad •• one tor Jade'•& Jmrica 

provid• a ta'fm'able atmapb81'9 tor ncb ooopen.tin, tor mllb.re elM do 

ftrlou creeda work ao ~ aa here, intolerance and tanaticia 

being antagoniatic to--i.erica,'• liberal apirit. hat a• Orthodm:;y and 

RefoN wol'k together tor charit7 and education, ~can find a ..ting 

ground for religin.a work. The Conference lboul.d atrin tor a 1ID1m ot 

congregations, 1rre8J)8Ctiw of religious differences, in ne17 citJ' and 

town. It llhould open ._berahip to all rabbia, and aa regards ita 

"theologrtt, 1 t lbolll.d be the tir•t to •drop partJ' colon and raiM tbe 

nag of Jlldai• all the higber" I Let u pre•nt to the world a n1on of 
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congregations and Nbbu repruentt.ng both the moat radical and t.he ll08t. 

eonservatin Tien, JW~ clnoted to the COJmlOD cauae. Jnda1a needa 

revid.ng, and to thia end we aut work hand in hand with Ortbocifa;rl 

But 1* n.ch a progna coDNmnt with Reform Jvde1af Oar J11""'• 

ie "Pl"OgreeaiYe JQdaia•, lobler repliea to tb1a 1wplied CIWT • There 

is no such thing •• an Orthodlm or Jletera JWiab acience• I "Bafna• 1a 

no principle iD it.Hl.fJ "Progrea .. u. !!!!Z progreae, be aplaimcl t.o 

the Conference, ha• tw foci or partiea 1 an or1g1.n and a gMl. ~ 

Jud•i •' 8 pl"081"9HJ OM parti)' mC>ft9 baa~ tow.rd mqienaion ad 

asaiailationJ t.he otber, moTi.ng al~, tenda toward •atabilitJ- ud 

isolation. Bat P '' h P , ..,,[JC "J?? / ftc1 ( {/C . 

Like a doYe in night, JVd•1M ~two wingal 

For Kobler, Jew18h hiato17 llhowa that •in all tS-••, l•ding auth­

orities have differed u regards God, 1'9ftlatian, CN&tion, renrrecUan, 

E.raclea, etc. but all are considered witbiJl the to1d. [!ut how would 

Orthodo~ look at thia plan! The Orthodox would •carcel.7 be pleued 

with Hirac:h • • uaurance ~t al t.bcnagb be and bi.a congnptioa onl.d j9R 

aa eaatq be with the airiat1&na1 t.h97 chose "to be J ... becaue it 
(77)} 

,aeana BOlletb.1.Dg to u, because without it our liTea woald be haOGllpl..te" . j 

Beginning with the uide that it wu Orlhod~ and not Betom tbat 

d1Tided the cap ot I•rael, Kobler wmt on to "J>q b.-ge• to t.he ._t.her4', 
"aoll" and "•rrow" or Refora, Meing "o~ &OOd ccae troa •the recent 

Orthodox conference and organisation. rar from ~clliatory, hoft~, 

was hie apreaaed attitude toward tboae who, though "11D8'1ltitJ..ed" .-r 

Ort.hod~•• "bactp•. Apparentq be meant the Conaen&ti.fta, againat ""('18) 
he had a.prwHd h1aaelt abarp}7 in the proeee~• of the tirR period. 
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The COnferenCl9~• ~ ... that it now represented a minorS:tJ' •v•ent 

came quite g:radual..17 • It wu not 1IDt1l 1897 t.bat the pbrue "Berom Wing ot 

1 
' (79) 

American Israe " wu heard at connntiom. 

In the co11Ventiona of 1901-1903 a1w11ar amtiaenta "fie-a-Tia Ort.hodmr;r 

were TO iced b7 maJV' apeaker•, and aneral, including lohler hiuel.f, dia­

played a friendlier attitude ~ Conllenatim. The co~ratulator,' 

telegram sent to W1.9e by the atlld8nts ot t.he Jeri.Ci Theological. Sem1.narT on 

t.he occasion of hi.a eightieth bi.rtbda7 wu JIOre than u.tcbed b7 the 

Conference'• reaction to the nn S..1ml7 preai.dent, Solollon Schechter, 1lhGll 

it officially welC011ed as •a 8tar of great aagnitllde•, am to wham it Miit 
(80) 

at least ~ congratulator;r telegraa. lohler del1Y91"8d an addrua at 

the dedication of the Sea1naJ7 building 1n whidl he iterated that Jlldaia 

had alwazs conaistecl of two trend.a, thouati it•• one in •sence. .Another 

Conference member bad written in a congratulator;r letter to Schechter that 

though their ~ and aethods •Y dir!er in soae respects, the a1aa and 

objects of both 1.Jiatitutiona are the ef-.e". There is some indication in 
(81.) 

the proceedings that enm Hirsch'• ~had aoved in tbia aaae direct.ion. 

Throughout this period the Conference's trend toward reconcil1ation with 

traditional Jnd•i• wuecl. Tbe nineteenth centllr;r was the •pacwk.-J let 

the twentieth be the "peaceuker", one .peater Kid h~, and an;r 

echoed h~, regrett~ tae pa.t deead• of •acerbic mutual attacb• b7 Batora 
(82) 

and Ortbod021' on each other'• aiaa, peraonal.iti•• and scholarship. 

The Conference'• spokeaen ,.arned tor •deeper mta11111a•" as well u 
-

for rabbia who would be •WU"Jl17 Jewish" and inspirational. sa.e nm began 

to look faTOra~ upon Zionia •a• a kind of rejUftll&tion•. One auurecl the 

Conference tm.t it hlld the atrength t,o check "ftndali•" and llbow BlfOl'a in 

its true light, which 11Dul.d l'8Y9&l - according to another - that. lletom aa 
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not and as nner intend9d to be~ but the .... old Jnd•1• with 

eoae of the aotic or objectionable elwnta e11w1 mted. 1 third adjured 

the Conference to ·~ the past•, and tloor diacusaion not onl.T 

defended "Babbbrl.cita" and •cer9on1alisa• u containing •deep comiction• 

but attacked tbe compromae Tiaw that c•wav waa, atter an, a ftlgar 

necessity, u ~..i.hl It 1IU Uaerted that •all• bad traced worabip 

&nd Sabbath School l.axiti• to diaregard of -..U tried• ebHrn.nceJ 

that the Contermce •u a bod;r4t w.a conriDced that thaae obeernnces ,,... 

desirable; that •eft117 lafona rabbi• bad •imiatecP 1lp01l thlaJ ad that 

the efforts to reinatate th• had been partial.l1'. aucceaatul, a "arked 

tendency for Refona J.. to riae abcwe unoba8l'WDce• all~ barl:ag 

been noted in the preceeding J'e&r•I A.a was trul7 uttered on the Conference 

noor, it .. ~"bard to A;r mere t.be line• 11&8 that diTided Retona 
. (83) 

and Orthodox;, 1 u far a• tbe Conference wu concerned. 

Conf erance apok.._ .... tbe oppoaing forces u no longer Refora 

Terna OrthodOJr:T1 bat u both -rerna inditterence. Repeated refennce 

1'8S aade to the a:isteace ot two school• - a •lenient Hillel" ad 

"rigorous s.a-1• - in •al.l generations". The Conference an •no re&8Gll• 

lllby Re.fora and othoc:tm;r could not coexi8t with ._tual tolerance•, there 

being aufficimt letnlllir in the conception and application of Iarael' • 

llission for legit!Mte difference• of thoQ&bt and practice. Clearq 

am:ious to go mo1'9 than half-aT to-.rd "nt1l&l tolerance•, the CoDtenace 

oftic~ urged wpon its Mllben tb• Deed for promotinc ait,. and 

fraternity betw.n the Retona and Orthodm tact1ona of their rNpecti:n 

COllllDnitiea. w. ditt.- in acme eaeential.•1 it admitted, b1lt aot 1a either 

the principlee of ear faith nor in the neces~itf for •1.Dta.iniag the creat 
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historical mission of Israel. Besides, it argued, "Reform" and "Orthodoxy" 

are, after all, names that designate only opposing tendencies, not opposing 

truths; and once again the felicitous phrase sounded on the Conference 

(
\ r r (84) 

:noora p "h p 1 ·:,, ;c 1 ?r;:.-:f n fcJ J !Jc 

The change in the Conference's outlook did not occlll:' totally unrecog-

nized and unchallenged. Philipson once rose to remark that what he heard 

in the Conference 1tgreatly surprised." him, for it was "apparently coquetting . . 
wlth Orthodoxy". Indeed, it seemed to him "strange that the Conference should 

be considered anything 'bu·t. an orga.nizat.ion of Reform Rabbis''. .American 

Judaism is llef'orm Judaism, he inisisted; there are shades of Reform but none 

of' Orthodoxy; hence there is no choice but Reform 0n the one hand, and 

the JI? 'I /J> /; on the other; therefore conservatism, too, is l!af•rml 

A mo~e mod,rate speaker, admitted that he no longer indulged "in invectives 

against Orthodo:xy as in my youth, but ••• we should not lose sight of the 
' . (85) 

essential diff erenoes in aim and purpose of' Reform and Orthodoxy. 

en The following year's convention sermon exclaimed: "Collea.guest Reaction is 

in the air", and wen~ on to pose numerous questions to the Conference. Was 

it not symptoma:liia that Reform Jews should endow an Orthodox seminary? Shall 

we stop our labors and admit to having blundered? Shall we condemn our 

efferts as disloyalty and faithlessness, deny the evolution of Judaism? 

Shall we assert our fathers infallibl~ and the (! 9 Y /;, {. our final . 

authority? Will not the "react:1.ona.ries 11 , the more than half-million Russian 

1 and Roumanian Jews who have arrived in the past twenty years and who are 
~~ 
''·· "r1.tualists", as well as the Zionists, all "endeavor to buttress themselves 

behind the sweet-savory name of the great scholar who has just been tra.ns­
( 86) 

planted to our sho:r•es? Colleagues, it closed, we must once more become 
(87) 

aggressively Reforrnl 
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Neither was the reaction of Orthodoxy as promising as the Conf.erance 

anticipated. 'I'he Conference's confidence that America's tolerant atmos-

phere that "makes Catholics, Protestants and Jews respect each other's 

opj.nions and convictiQnstt would make itself .felt, also, in Reform-

OJ;'thodox relations seems to have been misplaced. One year's convention 

announced this 1'atmospherert to be meliorating these relations; the right 

to existence of "two ••• interpr~tions of J'ewish law an.d practice ••• c;me 
• 

in the light of the past, the other of the present" ·wa.m now "accepted as 

axiomatic". Re.form and Orthodoxy had a.greed, said the Conference, that 

men might differ in religious conviction yet agree on the worship of God 

and the salvatior1 of man. A new era. was opening for ..American Judaism, 

the breaches of the past would undoubtedly heal and the two camps of 

Israel would together engage the foe: "materialism and the modern worship 

of Baal". '!'he presidential message hailed the trend toward 11better 

underst.anding", and the 11mutual, friendly attitude between tht~ two great 

wings of. our peoplen was reaffirmed in committee. 'l'he very next year, 

however, the same president complained bitterly of persecution, at.tacks 
(88) 

and malicious caricatures inspired by Orthodox ''intolerance"• 

Nevertheless, the Conference was not to be denied its new outlook. 

Despite Reform qualms and Orthod@x rebuffs, the trend continued in the 

direction of de-emphasizing "Re:f.'ormn. V\lhatever occupies Reform and the 

Conference, one speaker warned, "must breathe a spirit of Ul').ionn, must 

fall into the category of "questions and problems of Israel, not of Reform 
(89) 

Israel". 

Documentation fer the Conference's relations wi'bh Christianity, is 

absen·t. from the proceedings of the first period (1889-1894) and meager in 

those of the $econd (189L.-l903). Still, the latter deserves relating 
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since, considered in the light of all the foregoing, it has significance, 

{ i.e., an interaction may be claimed between this area of Conference 

attention and the others already discussed. 

It appears that attempts at "close fellG>wship" with Christian liberals 

were being made, at least about 1894, for in that year Kohler belittled 

"our radicalstt for this activity, declaring that "Rel1g;j.ons fundamentally 

differ11 , and the "c0smopolitan talk of our enlightened is but light French 
• (90) 

Revolutionary talk". On the occasion of his eightieth bir·bhda.y Wise 

received congratulations and greet:l.ngs, in the form. ef' an address to the 

Conference, from Dr. W. A. Rob:l.nson representing the Methodist Episcopal 
(91) 

Preachers of Cinoinn.~ti. ~'he welcome address to the 1901 Convention 

told the Conference that the "Christian community" took deep interest in 

its proceedings, and that the "Honorable John Wanamaker", described as 

"the greatest merchant, in the landi1 was to address the Conference but was 

prevented by illness. For him was substituted Dr. 'raleott Williams of the 
(92) 

Philadelphia Press. The f'ollow:.tng two conventi0ns heard welcome addresses 

by ~ Mayor Capdeville and Mayor Maybuey of New Orleans and Detroit 
(93) 

:respectively. In the former corr1renti0n a rabbi [ I,aucht) told of an accident 

which had befallen a local Presbyterian minister 11l0ved by all sects" and 

moved that the Conference and listening audience rise to ex.press their 
(94) 

sympathy for the minister's recovery. This was unanimously adopted. 'the 

latter convention heard an address by Dr. Mccallister of the Universalist 
(95) 

Church. 

Meanwhile, Kohler, Wise and others had been calling f'or Jewish ceremon­

ial individuality and distinctiveness. Kohler warned against "unrestrained 

progresst1 which might end :ln lit "cowardly surrender to the m.ajori·t;y11, and 
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Wise adrlsecl against Retom•a copfing CJlr1at1anitT nen in the •tter of 

preparing a h1mbook, becaue Cbrist1anit17 •u the age beb1nd ••· Be 

preferred ablpJ.7 the Book of Paalu. In the earlier pvied, nae bad 

felt that .Jadai• r~ form appro.x1aathg tboae of the "lm'pst 
(96) 

comunit;J". A CoDterence Hl'mD called tor greater diatiDCtiwmaa 
(97) 

in "Israel• a practioea•. 

BT 1901 the· 14• waa being pat 90re torcibq to the Cont•enoe in 

a nriet,. of •t&JiaonJ abancton the •thod of Ditation of the patileJ 

do not w bor1 owed pl.wgeJ •tad • J01D' on hoq ll"OllllllJ Two ,..ra 

later a motion was mwn1-uaq adopted to haft no •re addrea ... by 

Olr1etian cleruaen or comanal 1'1g11rea. 1tle ocmvention•a opm1ng 

aerri.cea, it as aid, 8boald be aacred in character. '!he 11Dtion •• 

presented bT Pbil~n lllld VoorlNIDgel', 8Qld wu not, ,.. abould hepe, a 
. (98) 

reaponae to llcC\_lliater•a addreaa t.bat Je&rl 

Jlldain Ileana Race 

The nal11&tion of J111Sa1- aa auperior to all othar NlJciou ancl 

destined to beooll8 the world'• faith paraist.ed into thi• ~ et tale 

Conterence•a proceedinga, b1lt *JllpeaJ'9d leae trequmtq t.ban before, and -

after 1900 - DOt at all. 

I 

At the begiming of the period, three qdte a.pa.ta apetwm 1191'8 

contrasting Jadaiaa and <2lr1at1an1t7, to the detor1-at of the latter. 

Pree~, Oongreptionaliaa, Unitariania ._.. not •tree 1Na 

theological tr ala and doctr1nal biu•J a •aick ~ld rejeota tM er.a• 

along with •ecUlar philuopldee of lite u inadequte. a ... , hldred, 1a 

Judaia•a oppGJtwd.V, tor it 1• the worl.d'• pare _..theiatio faS.ill• and 

it alone •Jmow8 the ag1c word that ca make mn h9fl' · of dopa ad 

(99) 
give hill the •c1owr7 of a world hiatoric mbaion•. 
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After. 1895, only J. Silverman continued to echo such 

sentiments• In a Conference sermon ( 1898) and a presidential 

address ( 1900) he declared that Judaism was uniting all men in 

one faith e.rxi was destined to become a world religion. As late 

as 1900 he was asserting that this was "now conceded more than 

ever be.t'ore", that Judaism held the key to the solution of the 
(100) 

world's religious problems. 

Reason, which in the earlier period bad been Judaism' a 

"twin-sister", was now relegated to step-sister. It was still 

agr eed by some that Judaism's unconcern with "mysteries" made 

it superior to Christianity, whose Dl1'Steries were "incompatible" 

with reason. Judaism, it was said, gave the world the basis for 

a true philosophical and scientitic explanation of the univerae; 
(101) 

Judaism always was and it "must yet be rationalistic". 

But far many Conterence spokesmen, ceremony and emotion 

were growing 1n importance. Judaism was not mere q ethics for 

them; it was a "training system" in eth.,J.cs for a whole people. 

Religion was not merely a "systematic combination of ideaa", a I 
logic o.t' self-evident and permanent truths; it needed enthusia11111., 

festivals, institutions, etc. Newly emphasized was the role of 

prophetic and saintly "intuition" in perceiving God, Who ia 
(102) 

"beyond the re ach of reason". 

Reason, Kohler explainad, is a corrective, not a construct­

ive force. It often ends in doubt, disintegration and anarchy. 

All the great men ani events of history are impellt d not b)' 

intellect but by "the inspiring power of faith". Sentiment ia 

more effective than reason. Cultivate a nan's reason and )'OU 

cult ivate only one side of bis nature. Cultivate his emotions and 
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you have the whole man. Reason lib&ratea the individual but 

"it fails to bind nan to man am group to group. This Religion 

does". 

Ferhaps the most startling development of this era was the 

prominence attained b7 the concept of Jewish nationhood and 

racial distinctiYeneas. For Kohler, the essential difference 

between Judaiam and other religions lay in the fonner•s 

preoccupation with and working througi the gxoup, the Jewish 

people, not individuals. Judaism's aim, h! said, is the 

salvation of!!!!!• not an individual, as well as the aanctifieat­

ion of human life, not other worldliness. The Decalogue, 

Divine care, reward and punishment, the hope of resurrection 

and the idea or revelation, all were addreaaed to and centered 1 
in Israel as a "nation", not &DJ" individual. The spiritual or 

"psych ic" force of Judaism is in the •Jewish race", the Jewish 

people as a whole; this people worka as a spiritual force in 

t he prophet, hero or mart7r, and thereby the soul of the nation 

touches God and reallies Bia purposes. So revelation and 

inspiration, for Kohler, come in and througi the "instinct ot 

the rac6,., the unconscious yet providential working of the spirit 

of the nation, the ethnico-psychic force, the genius or soul of 
(103) 

the nation ••• " Mere "monotheism la not Judaism"Jfor Kohler; tor 
(lO:SJ 

him there la "no other Judaism but Race Judaism"J 

Mmy speakers of later conventions agreed that Judaiam 

involved not only a religion but a "peculiar people ••• dltterent 

from others" and "distinctly unique", which included all Jewa, 

Reform, Orthodox, or whatever they might be - all were Jew•~ and 
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Judaism represented t.be clneloping of the Jewilh •national aouJ..•. Without 

J ... there could be no Jadlli•• no Jftiah clmrcb. The Jew bad gben riae \ 

to Judaim, and not !!!!-!!!!!• · Iarael' s distinctiveness aa an ethnic 
(lOh) 

unity am racial P"01IP was a ••mntilic and diTI.ne fact". 

Even Hirsch waa speaking of Judaia u not acaething one might 

accept or reject bT tree choice bat a call t.o daty "that cc.es with the 

accident o! birth, or rather, it ie prwidential appointment•. Birth 

alone does not ..U the Jn, he added. Potentialities nst be realised 

in conrlctione. !here~ a J..uh Vol.beele, upon which Jnct•1• pbots, 

but it doe• not operate -cbanical.q; unl.ese each J• aoqu1res it amw, 

he is "aerel7 pnseseed bT it". We are not a nation, i.e. w haft no 

land, but we are a Volk. Jut u Germane 1n America belong to the Geman -
~ and have a Germn 111ltvaiasion, we Jewa have a Vol.Deele which 

aounda ita ••sage throagb UJ we, too, have a •biatoric lliaBion"• But 

the Volkeeel.• doe• not operate merely th1"011gb birth and blood; conrlction 

and epirit.litJ' are nece•8U7· Becauae the "spirit• can confer the 

Volkaeele eTen vpou the stranger, both "race" and "aniveralitft' are 
(lOS) 

presernd within Judaia. 

t'he Contermce proceeding• for thia period meal • straggling with 
(106) 

the problem of J11da1.;.'• nationaliatic and univeraliatic eluents. 

Several speakers declared i.t illp>seible or mwise to define Judaisa 

otherwise than to ablply point at its literature. For ftae, • wall aa 

for others, Judainl in this period continued to consist or •tboee traim8 

which were true in all lands and perioda of bi.storT"· It etood. for the 

tullest cine and rellgiou liberties and wu bound bT no •1reacl.ad• creed 
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If ~~ 
form, book, .,th, tradition or rabbinic I!!!!!:!:!!!· 1fo temporal 

or other potentat.e could lumper its growth; it could emct or 

abolish 1an tr.l.71 it bad liaitles• 8COp9 wit.bill certain pointe on 

'Which it was bued, ris., 11Diii7 of God, love Of God and an, tfttb, 

righteousness and jutice. Ite intere•t ••in ethics, not -~J 

ill its mi•ri.on and ite •golden ctreaa• ot the tuture. One speaker 

equated Jwiain, that 1•, •aU-tiae Judai1111•, with "Refom•, with 

the endeaYOr to barmoniH Judaia with the thought and interata of t.he 

time, shedding inadequate fol'U. But others, a• bu been .tect abaft, 

were speaking ot Jlldaia u hft'1l:w 1n all apa consisted Of •t.o 
(107} 

schools•, the liberal and the couerntina. Xohler criticised 

Reform•s stressing "prophetic ideal.a and pure ethic•; without a 

"positive religion•, tear of God, a lotv • aia and object of lU• aa a 

motive for rigbteouae•a•, ethics wu on!Jr ..PV phraaeoloa. Aaron 

speaking 1n s1ailar .ain, actnonilthed the Conference that •we abould 
(108} 

gbe our attentibn to detail•• 1utead of to the "J>erpetual principlea•. 

'liM'• attitad .. toward the Pentateuch, that he was opposed to 

Higher Criticia, rega'ded th• Sinaitic rnelation aa biatoricaU.,. accurate, 

ju~ed lfo•e• to be th• gN&teat prophet, aplained the •rational.• 

reasons and aplanations underl1iJlg airacle•, d.i•t&r7 lna, etc., waa 

recalled b7 a euJ,.ogiet in 1900, but nch nen were not repeated nm 

by 1ri8e clur1ng thia period (1894-1903). Hi• deacription of t.he ta1wuct 

as the "Higher Cr1~1cia of the tUth centurr' and aciatUica.lq ftP91"-

1or to the Geiwm School of Bible Cr1 ticU.• of his day' 97 hue h-4 

some silent support in the Conference, bat the proceed1nga do •t N'ft&l 

such Tien. On the contrary, Hirech'• ueertion that Biblical crt.ticia 
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w~k--"4~')CA-~~~t~llt 
proves circmcuion, acr11'1ce,Aprophetic thollghte which are~ ~, . .... ~ 

Jniab, nolmd • oo int, it appeare traa the pro~.-·"~·· (In the 

next pericd, objectioml wn raieecl to Reh reaib). lobler speke 

of the Bible a• being.!!!! iupired book mt becaue God dictated 

i t or beoaue, •u tbe aballow Unitar1ana N\J",• it 18 still iupiring 

to t.be reader, bat -· it :la ·~-with the opirit ot - \ 

nati on that gan the world •t.he higheet religion. Biblical mraclee, 

he explained, were not historical bat •illpq tfpified the Nligioua 

spirit of Iarael. Cere.on1.al law, be nnt on, 1e 1ntend9d. aleo as 
(109) 

symbol, 1.e., to 8Jllbo11se Ierael' • character and prie•t.J.T aiasion. 

Tonrds a S,.teatic Tbeoloq 

It a-.. that W1ae at~t.ecl once more 1lo ciretawmt the Con­

f erence' • detemination to awid nbscribing to a epeci1'1.c theoloa 

or set of princ1pl.ea. The or1ginal ten--.n committee on llanual ~ 
(110) 

Religina lmtructioa fomed iD 189h appearll iD th• proc•cH'ng• et 

Princiipl•. 'ftlia ~ttee1 howwer, tailed t.o 1eport 1n the ccm­

fttltione of 1.8'5 and 1896, being centinaed • boill occuiw bat dia­
(lll) 

appearlng trm the proe-4'••, attar the latter dat.e. 

fiM'• illtfteat, nnertbel•••, did not tlag. In 1896 be cutipted 

the Conference, reY1ewing it• t.bd.d retual• to t.aJce t.be -Ueat at.pa 

in the dil'ectiD of an official creed iD the coawentiou ot 189), l.89L 

and 189S - ineidentalq 1 m.arepraamtillg the nenta ot 1894 ill fuor 

of bia own nbHqQent action- de8J)ite the fact, be reminded it, that 

textbooks, •naalJI, t.he Union Pff;/91' Book and the J'Ubie th-elftm were 

acclaiming J11dain ae t.he superior and ani:nnal ftlicin et •Nd•••d 
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and enlightened humnitJ"'. The failure of the Conference to produce 

an autboritatift t.heol.ogJ" 98allt that, ae regards the Jndaia it praieed, 

it was •still in the darJttl along with 1t8 congregatiom and •the worlcP. 

Wise pointed ArCS&rl1oall.7 to the inconaiatanc,y of such a poai ti.OD• 

especial.l7 since the ·-Union ~ Boot elaborated •nen mre thaD 

necessary9 all the principle tln.s. ot Jnde1 a. Th• Union ~r Book 

Wise felt owe1 1t1ansed cert.a1n doetrinea, e.g. er.ti.on, renlation 

aBi 1mnortal1t7~" en the principle, I l1lJIPOH •••• tbat ~·•st 

doubted 1n UT ace mt eet.abl18hed in the comcienc~ and eoucioune•• 

of the learmd .. t be• meh the more emphuized b7 the authoritie• 

that atrift to hlpre8a people with hoq aentu.nt.a tor goodnae' ..n.• 
It na, be concllldedt the duty of the Chterence f1na117 to do aOMtbillg 

(ll2J 
about theolou& 

The fol.lo'lr1ng ,...r h9 urged again the •finng ot doct.rima" u 

necesS8.J'T tor the future of Jnde1• in •t.bu age ot crit.icia and 

lkeptical tendmciea• and a 19ar later, professing that he _. eld and 

b'D81, he called 1lpOll "J'vu who an J'01Ull and strong• t.o a.tine JlldaS • fer 

the sate beth et J_. and et Ul• world, ao that all aigbt. ban a cl-.r, 

COllpreheuin 1llldentand1ng ot ita principle•, 1t8 nbataace, -4*• rnt·a•, 

its difference• fro. ot.ber taitha, and the •ac1entitic, Jfliloeast»Scal 

or docU11Bnt11r7 · nidence on which the• principle• rest•• Let u, no 

longer, he pl•ded, stand before the world u a d9MP1•~on "withcnat 

Principle•• when in tact, nerr earnest thinbr lmon what Jnda1 • u, 
, - (ll.3) . 

although he ay aot be able to definl it intelligiblT. 

Wise bad mm:mua difficulty in co-1tting the Confe1euce otfic1all7 

to even 80 patent a principle ae its freedom froa the authority ot poet-



Biblical Jewish literature• In 1895 he proposed a diecuasion and 

committee to reach a deciaion on the Conference•• relation •in all 

religious •ttera to our own po•t-bibl1ctal and patriatic literature, 

including Talmd, can.Uta, N8POMU and comentarie••. t'hia _. 

passed and W1H appeinted a comittee, 11boee report 1a mt recorded 1D 

the proceeding•; th• discuaion ot the nport doe• appear. Cemiderable 

diautia!action is epreaaed Oft!' the z•port•a Mp&rating Bible tr. 

the other literature, the c:ri.tica• intentiona be1llg )to judge fl'oa tbe 

diaeu1sion )that the Bible baa m mre autbDriv tor the Conterence 

The report •• Mnt back to oamitt.e ter 

reTision. 

The 1"8T18ed report, an.r ~ J-1.ah post-Biblical literature 

"of inestillable ftlu• and •a treuare boue• of conceptions of Juda1• 

in different ages, concl1adecl that •oar nlatiou in all nligioua •ttere 

are in no way authorit.ati.ff~ and tina~ detendned by &qr porti.On of 

our religioua literatare". Objections were raieed to this 1'eT18ed 

report alllO. SOM objected to tbe neep1- language Gr the concluion, 

which apparentq inclllded the Biblel Another adldtted be did not beline 

that the Bibla aa Jloaaic but regNtted, Dft'ert.belea•, th• mntion ot 

Bible in the report. 111.ae defended tbe report, apiatm~ tbat it 

intended no reference to the Bible, •ince ._ dare mt ccmtftdict• wbat 

we oureelTM 9aT in the Union PraJ"V Book, but wanted onl7 to declare 

that poet-Biblical literature bad no authorit7 in .American ..hld•1•· 

Two objectiona,,... ra1aed b7 9P1akere 1lho agreed with the aeme et the 

report; one 11Ddentood it to inolud• the Bible and felt tbat apprenl 

of the report wcnald be af'a1r ·to abaenteee 1 •ince or1.ginall7 the report 

waa not intended to d-1. with Bible. The other reminded tbe Conference 
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that eome ot i t8 ••bra might be 1Ji3111'9cl b7 nch a report and mTec:l to 

table 1 t. ~e •tion puMd bf' a wte ot 11 to 9, whereupen Wi• baret 

!ort.h in proteata that the Con.fenmce wu •tult11)'1ng iteelt, t.hat the 

report o~ aid otticiall7 what •s alreaq the ._ll known practice". 

By a TOte of 10 to 8 the report wu taken oft the table and a •ti.on ... 

made t.o mend the laat U. to read "bT &Jl7 portion of our Poat-Biblic.al 

and Patrietic 11 terature•", i.e. 1 to •cl:ad8 Bible troll th• nport. 

The amenct.nt waa acc.pted. After •re diacu•ion 1Dcl.~ &DDther 

attempt to poetpene act18n b7 a mt10'A to nlait tllia Nport to th• mt.ire 

aflllberabip of t.he Cont_.ence wl:dah wcnald atdl anoUaer nport; the toll­

ing ye&1" I the mended report 1IU f1 mJ]7 adopted ~ the Conference' 8 

stand by a wte of 11 to 91 tile .._,.. •siring to be recorded 1n the 

proceeding•. Sbaoe .cme of tboee mo wted against t.be •tioa bad pre­

Tioualy expreseed their agre•ent wit.la the position of the report, it 

may be &Hm1ed that their •ti w in wting ._,- •• the protA!tctiOD ot 

the rights of absent colleaguea or of colle8.P,e• in more tftd1 ticmll7 
. (Uh) 

minded congregationa. 

Wise, the fol.low1ng ~' protested the TOte, apla1ni.Dg that it 

gave the bpreseion 1bat nine out of went,- Conference m 1 •betw cou1derecl 

the literature in qaeetion authoritatin, when - in fact - t.he negatiw 

votes were siapl.7 intended u CODSideration fsr tboee rabbie 11bo had 

alrea~ left the ooDYention, onl7 twent;J' be1llg in attend•nce at t.be tiae. 

[The rollcaU p.), 1895 shan an attendance of )9 on~ 11, 189S)i..t 

an;rone think t.hat th• ._.tiff TOtea npre•ent •orthodax RabbiJd.a•, the 

"legali8111 of the Tallnd, tbe 1&bbali811l of the 1.0bar, the literalia of the 

laraites, or nen the rationalia of )(aimonide• and Mend.a.aim•, let u 

reconsider the ~ot.e, Tise requested. The ~ ttee on t.be preaidimt1.al 

message, however, diaiased t.he •tter witb the opinion that if the 



(US) 
negative wte was 80 understood by aD,JOne, it was •certatnJ7 aisunderat.ooc!•. 

A well thought out paper on pbilos0i'b7 and religion wu deli••red at 
(116) 

the comentien .or 189S by Adolph Koeee; it noted no interest. 

A fresh beginning was •de toward aolTing the probl• of drn1ng 11p 

an official Jftiah tbeolOQ' by the appoin1ment of a ~ttee for tM.a 

purpose on ree+wi4fidat1on of the pre8ident1al •HHge of 1898. J.t th• 

March conwntian of the following .,a:r, 1'1.ae, who with v. Jl1eldnar and 

G. Deutsch conRitutecl the CCllldttee, report.cl in his pru1dmt1al ••eaae 
that the work of forml.atiDc principlea was be~ retarded br hi.a 1Dabilifi7 

to aacertaiD the areas of agre-nt wit.bin the Conference. Three i-r• 

ago, he reported, t.o nbjecta tor papen bm been uaigned to Contennce 

.. bers, "tis., !he M•sia1e Doctrim in Jllda1a, Ol[l 11h1cb dependa - in 

Wise'• Ti• - the 'lbole ~of doctriDe, eapeciall7 the diatinctiou 

betnen Jftda1• and a.n.tianiv u wall u between CGDHl'fttiw ud 

progreasi•e Jw!a1•; and The Theolog of t.he Union Pnqer Book, for which 

the Conference a• a~ is responaible, the doctrinH and belief• laid 

down therein being the bocf7 of "nr theological doctrine, telling all the 

world mat J11dain dgnitiea to 118 in tbeotj•. l.S.tber paper hadng 
(117) 

been prepared thu tar, the ~ittee could not do it. wort. 
-

In 1900, the comittee preamted a lengttr.J report dNpite th• tact 

that the two papen aentioned by ft• earlier had not ,.t been pnpued. 
(118) 

as late ae 1901. ft.ee, baring died in the interill, the comdttee now 

consisted of a. Deut•cb. mc1 v.nelsi.Der. The;y began bJ" ob..rrlng tut 

contempol"U7 religion waa being~eeted. by tbe probl- ot noluU.. and 
, 

historical crttioim, and that Judain •• upac1all)" an1t.ecl to detiJdJlg 

because (a) it bad been aore occupied with La than with doctri.De, n~ l'4t 
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and (b) it b&d no canon l•, ergo no ~recognised eccl.eaiaat.1.c 
~ 

authorit7. Hence the,- ngeeted two indepe~ crit.eria tor judging~ 

Jewilh tendenciess first, t.be 1mi"Yeral. •cceptance (aaaag J .. ) ot a 

particular religiou tbeorTJ or Mcond, its pron].gation bT a •t.tieologian• 

of recognised authori.. llotiJJg in paaeing the •inammwtable 

diff'iC1Jl ties• ot framing a dDgm tbat will. ntiaty all tactiou and 

generations, they paeeed on to a nn97 of . ..JUdaiaa •from the hiatorical 

standpoint•, appl.71ng t.be two criteria as they went. They arped 

that until recent tbea, labbala •• couidered th~ Jft'iah and 

for ~ autboritatbe; Rabbinic literature, in nerr detail, -· con­

sidered of "1ndhp1ltable autboritJ-, nen in scientU'ic •ttera; and 

the !!:!!!! aa gmeral.11' accepted in Judai• ._ hue to acait- u infallible 

in both facts and aorale. We b&Te proTeD, thq concluded 90anbat 

lllogicalq, that the aiTe tbOQght of our anc .. tora 1a no theological. 

standpoint at all because the,- "wre not conscious of an.r princ~•·· 
They went on to appi•ve and mgree with the report of the co•d:ttee on 

(119) 
Poet-Biblical and 8atrUt1c Literature, and declared that "1mrea81'ftd 

acceptance of Biblical autbori ty, would l•d back to the •~cm•• 

tram which Baton Judai• liberated u•. 1.'he Conference•• atandpoilat mat 
01( 

be, they asserted, the aclmolrledgment of nolution in rel1gi,fia trut.ll 

just as 1n the "mecbani cal wrld•. Judaiea comsiete of luting eaaentiala 

and changing, externai tonaa. While tbia truth appear• in Israel'• 

literature, ..mi o! that literatlJ:re hae lost ita •·m~ tor u both u 

to fora and •tterl we should atreH Israel' a aiasion and accentuate 

our belief in the glorl.9u prqer of our rabbi.as . •Rul.e, O Lord ••• cn-er 

the -.bole world ••• • Tbe,- closed t.hie report b7 aoT1ng that •these naen­

iona" be gi"n!ll to another comdttee to be phrased 1n conciae luguage 
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3 -E- ti .T 
and HBtl ... to the Conference•• eneutive board, which, in tarn, would 

distribute copie• to Conference -•• for cr1 tici.• and nggeati.Glla 
1 

and that the to~ J'9U''• ccnwention ehoald on tb1a buis adopt a 

•draft of principlee• and •dni• meam to have it spread broadfut 
(120) 

among et the J._ •t thie country. '1h1s aoderate AD;_d circuupect 

report ewlced neither diecueion nor iapl•entation, tor both the 

committee and the motion fail to appear 1n proceedings after t.be om 

report given abont. 

A different approach waa tried b7 Iohler 1 who uked 1n 1896, that 
I . 

A committee be appointed to write a treatiae on Tahudic and Babb1nic 

Ethics aa a begiming tonrd a qstematic underetanct1-,. of Jlldaia. The 

comittee was appointed and reported at the same ~n·Hntion, the report 

being received and adopted b7 the Conference but aiaplaced:;it does not 

appear 1n the proceeding•. It 1e de•cribed as a plan tor elaborating 

Jewish Ethics fl'Oll tbe9historical point of rlew". '!be fol.low1.ng ,.ear, 

the comittee reported only that it •s •king progress and that ite 

majority thought a report on lforitz L&saru' Die Ethik des Judenthaa 

[ first publiahed 1898] would be in order tar the Conference. The 

cOlll!littee was, 1n tact, -1t1ng the completion of this work before 

proce~ itself. Hone._of the committee, hOW9Yer, had prepared. nct:i a 

reportl So _lohler, who bad reviewed the book for the Jaerican Hebrew, 

deliwred an •oral report•. Tb& conmittee was continued on aotion bot 
(121) 

does not appear again in these proceedings. 

Still another attanpt barl.ng both scholarq and theological aimJ 
) 

began with a recmmendation in the president.1&1 ••Ng• of l.897 that the 

Conference eetablillh a publishing houe and publish both an mqcl.opedia 

of Biblical and Talaudic literature and a aeriea of qste.atical.lT arranged 
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papers on Jewiah !!tbica, the latter being •one of the aost urgent duties 

before us" and in •great demand" amng both Jen and non-J ... 1- The 

papers, were to apllcate the ba•is of et.hies, t~, public md buina•• 

ethics, and other topic•. Conference .. ben wre to write th•. 'ho 

committees were appoillted, one for the enqclopedia, the other tor the 

ethics papers. It was decided to eztend the scope of the propoaed 

encyclopedia to the "'lllbole field of Jewiab theoloo" and bibliograpb;J. 

We are not in COl!pltitioll with the Jniah Publication Society, it wu 

said, but that organisation's publications are of mceaa&IT •pop111.ar 

literature• while our proYince ia •acience• and scholar~ literature. 
(122) 

'!be expense 1.nYolTed "1a DD problea,• the Conference waa auured. 

The ooJlllittee tor the papers on Jewish Ethics is not heard troa 

again, its actb1:tie• harlng been ....Uowed 111>• pl'Ulm&bl.1', b7 the lll­

fated one initiated bJ' lohler and discuaeed abon. The comention of 

1898 did hear the En07Clopedia c:omittee'• NJ>OJ t specU)ing that the 

goal was a •atand&Td wort• for student• of Judai.aa, cOllp&ftble to 

Christian Bible Enqclopediu and 1l'Dt'b on •Christian tbeolOQ" ncb •• 

Wetzler and Welte for the catholic• or Hersod and Plitt for the Protestants, 
(12.3) 

but written trc. tbe "rabbinic• point of rlew. 

'l'h1s venture collapsed, however, when the Conference learned that 

Funk and Wagnelle bad al.rea~ initiated such a project and anted the 

Conference'• cooperation. Some objections •re raiHd to hadng • DDD­

Jewish firm C&ft7 out such a task and to other aiDor issues, but the 

matter closed with d1•1esal of the committ.ee. The Conference ofticial.q 

endorsed the Funk and Wagnell' • Jftiab Knczcl.OJ?!d!!• ud a preaidmtial 

•easag' praiaed the first wlme mum it appeared, a889rting that th• 
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(12h) 
:.omenmc:e had col.1ah9rated in it. (1i. .J~ 1!Dczcl!f!"• doa .n 

c:red! t. the cca, 'bllt. •••rel OC&R • •'4h1i are lined u edl1Dre w1 

ecmtrihaWnJ 
'!*> other att a.,. n )l'Dl i sldng ftlltares 1'81"e attaiipted 111 1111a 

period . Ia UOO mm! llplD in U02 1be pntsid"Dti•l • 1 1ge called fer 

?-tthl i whing a .Jmllll ~g a.n.., bB a com:i_ttee nm acre-I u.a 

wroec! dolm 1he • &•Uaa • 111.e pemda tbR •oeal. lood ...,..iw 

of Jes.Uh ~ alreeq a:1ated, am. be91.dls the ~-- .. -
Cu--S) 

!lmis. 

In 1&99 m.- llad •c•teil u.at. uae c..rerwa:e paSJ1• ad ..._ 

~~ ~, pnpllv tneta Gil pracUcal. ralig:lo18 mb.jeet9, iwelwcHng 

=~ hioD Colhge wue to J-. u. IS'Cllml"-1 •• ripw, dec1dbg 

~c~ tl:toald be ,-11"9ed. A CAWH;tee tuatthwd 1lae •grmt. ....S ..S 

'n. nee 111it;y ~or - .rt or cw 1 er -s em111.u- or ,....qua 

ahmst. prDridim4 1lle Oalltwm n1h a ct rit. .u mrq u 1192 a -1.U.. 

on ~ W +4wtt.t.d a~ tllat Ute~ ..,_,d sip 

..__....... ... of Jd.8 istAS'_. to WI illltp W bB U.. 0. God; to .. 

5flf!lwcl br ODd'• 1- ta d1rim ••mt.J to ...... 1a ur. ... .... 

~ Isnel.•• wt-S• as ap)a1-d ta Seltpmre. · A -1.U.. ... IWj 1st.I 

~ trw u.e r.._1 ••. ror .. m....- • to., -' u... - '° .... 
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(127) 
been ne neptiTe reaction traa the c.terence. 

BJ 1894 th• ~tt.e bad not 79t, it appeare, nported. n.. wu 

praising t.htt ConfeNDC• tor reaorlng •rite and race• barr1era to 
(128) 

proselJ'tia. 

In 1.89S, lwwt61, the comittee preaented its formlatecl tenet. 

and the conference - J1D11r on th• alert - reacted etrongq. Tbe ••tenat' 

raised by t.he Conterwe reaul ted 1a the whole •tter• • being poa1pmec1 

to tbe following comeution 11ben mw diacuaiom, Sring which 11'1.M 

protested against dafinS.ag gmeral doctrine• in too apecit1c term, 
(129) 

resulted, 80 it appeare, in rejection of the torml.aa bT tlae CoateNllCe. 

Bo .,re wu aid, ~ thi.8 period, ot creed8 tor pro•~· 

>. special interemt •ems. to bne ar18en, though, toward the ad of the 

period. In the contention ot 1901, the ..icam.ag addrea• and preaident-

1al. 11eaaage callad tor olariftcat.ion of t.be Collterence• • attitude tnard 

proae~U. and a mre agpuain policy of proa~ising, J'MP9Ctiwq. 

HoweHr, t.he com:ltt.M en tile pred.dmtial aeaaage cautioual.7 d9cided 

against the Coatermce'• •departing trail the traditional poliq ot "'""'•• 
(130) 

and this report wa adopted bT the Conference. · 

Wiee bad initiated in 1897 th• attempt to 1'9.ch • •ci-r aDd .,..tall1secl• 

doctrine of tlut•i• bT baring indi'tidsl ContW1'6DDlt -ber8 pre8ent papen 

on liaited theolosical topic•. A bepnning bad been acle tut ,..ar with 

v. Margolla' paper, 1'be 'lbeoloa of the Old !Nar. Book11 'lbich de1'1Mcl 

tbeolou u a diacipline trying to conciliate a partica.lar P.11HOJ!b1 

with the can«tt popalar religion, or, u them •f the tbougbta mdn'l1'UI 

religiou actirlt,. aa apres..ct 1n rite, .:.1 nial' •DI and Pnr.JWI'• OD 

this basis, Margolis concluded, the Old Pnoer Boot ~ no ..U-Mf1Decl 
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(131) 
qstsn of Jewiah t.heolo17. A 79U' before Felsenthal. had deliTered a 

paper on Jewi.ah c:ID-• giTI.Jag an anner to the question, •Gibt es Dogmn 

in Judentull"? 1 dopa he de.tined u •ein tar e1ne religioae O•d•ahaft 

feststehender 1IDd tar dieaelbe bindeder Glaubenaats, wlcher tlmnbalb 

die1er Gemeinachatt allg••ine anertannte Oeltang bat, 1Dld wlcher al.a 

principle. 1feither is belief in the )(eB111ab a Jenab dopa. In tact 

Judaisll or - •re aactQ- - the new •j1Mli.Bch• Rel.1g1onallhre" ha• o~ 

two articles of beliefs (1) ~e a:iatence of one GOd, and (2) Tb• eterml 

chosaness or Israel to CaJ'l7 the nag or light and truth abnt. God and Bia 

ho~ •sittengeaets• mto the world. These two dogaa qul1f7 beth in age 
(132) 

and general acceptance as the true, fnndaental Jniab dopas. 

Bow, in 1897, it na reaolftcl t.bat Felsenthal'• paper be published in 

the Yearbook of the Contermce. lo action reaulted tram either t.h1a paper 
(133) 

or Vargolis'. ID t.be CODYmtiau ot 1901 and 1902 Prea1dent Silftmllll 

renewed Wiae•a pziopeRla fer a •.-1.• of papen, imoldng Wiae'• •••017 
but altering the Uat of proposed topic• s1gn1ticant1.7. In 1899 WU• bad 

nominated u nggeated topic• The V•rianic J)Oetrine, The Bi!torz md 

Phlloeopb{ of Retena Jnda1•, fte Tbeoloq of the Old and 1'ew Pnq•r Boob. 

SU~•• ncapitulation in 1901 added to th1:a list 'l'h• DiRi.DetiTe 

Character ot J-1.ab JIODDtbeia and Jeri.8h ~tea, Jwta1• u a llUdon!rr 

Religion, 'J.'he Qa&Un.cation.e ot t.be Babbi, The Relation of the spagore 

to the 1Dd1rl411al. Bia 1902 nggeetiona are 'l'h°e Bible ad !Odm! !!aoagh!.1 

The Sabbat.h, 'lbe Beligiou School, eonpept~onal Act1Ti1;T 01lt81de t.h• P!lfit 
(l!i) 

and School. The 1901 liat adda to Wise• a original interests a concern 



with Jewish dist1nctiTeneN, proeeqtia and probl .. of the profusional 

rabbinate. 'l'h• 1902 list 1a alm•t G'Clusinq occupied nt.b prof••ioDal 

probl_. et rabbU. 

The probl• et OOllfimatim ..._Uon athnl•ted a prwidmt1al appMl 

tor the pabli•thn of a •11D19a Catedd.• or ..... , tor OnfiJwation wbich 

ahall contain a plain •tat....t ot Jeri.llh temt. and nch et.Iler data ef a 

religiou and ethical ebaraeHr" u might be appz~te. I't was wit.bnt 
(13S) 

result. 

Th• l~ paper on Jfti.lh tbeolev rem b7 •· JlarpU. at t.lle 

conYention of 190.3 •um 11 at the t1- to be the aost illpefta1lt theol.og1cal 

p~uction in tile hiat.orJ' or the Conference. It .a TOted to haTe •• 

paper printed and di8trlbutecl a.mg th• clera and la1t7. Kargol.18' paper 

presented a 8111"Y8T and draft of J-1.ab theoJ.oa imeral.17 and a JlltOl'll 

·~ theology 1n part.1ealar,t\conr8Jed the 1-preasion that be conaidered Befora 

to be the final haition ot all t.bat had gom before. Be cloeed hi.a 

addrees with a oalltlle for a 8JDOd and _,.eel that the CoDfermc• appoint 

a coaittee to pnpare Wt.he creed of Betora JlMP'••, i.e. a brief tat 

plus uhautin hi.8torical and theological comentaT' in lanpage 

accessible to edacated cl.aae•, uillg, it it 80 cbooH•• 1 h1a own draft 

as bash; tbia c~tt.ee •• to report •in .amaacript• at the nut 

coimmtion. B• monct tort.her that the Conference aft.er adopting ncb 

creed, ~ it before a llJDOd, to be connned ill 190S, for continatiell, 

and that the llJ1IOd prmiulgate the creed ae the •Creed or the Bdomed 

Jewish Church or Allerica. • Tb• 8)'DOd should reTie• the creed, be con­

t inued, 11bm thh 18 recowended by the Conference, and the latter llbnld 
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(136) 
ha Te a trtanct1 • cwi.ttee on Creed and doctrinal utters. 

A epecial C9mittee beaded bJ' Kohler took two 7e&r8 prepariac 

a report on thie pmper. But a diecuaion took place at thu 1903 

convention. lohl.er wu in •tt.mdance at this ccnwention but did mt 

enter into the diacaaion. the u1n diacuaant, Babbi v.Friecll•nc:te:r, 

attacked the paper'• terainot.a, d.talle, 'ftl"boMneea and logic in 

heated tanon. Be criticised partical.arq the attempt to tonml.ate 

a theologr tor &efona and tbereb)- d1st1nguiah Ortbodall\r and Bafona in 

theology, when in tact - fr1edlender insisted - t.bey do not ditter in 

theologr but onl7 in the at.mt to which c.-..on1al. control• practical 

life. BT Jewiah tbeoloa, Pr1e4llander lmderetood •t.tie principl.ea and 

aentiaente •amtial to t.be perpet1d.t7 ot J-1.ah indi-.i.dual.1tJ"', and 

in this Refona and~ wre alike. Friedlander cited leed1ng 

Re.formera to nbstantiate bi.a Tin, and pointed to t.be danger 1Dbermt 

1n a Ref'ora tbeo1ou. It would be "fatal• to the Jewiah hiatorlcal 

principle that Jvdai.m cannot llnderac» a tun and sudden change 1n 

theoloa, in tact, that u bow Cliriatianiv or1ginatedl lletOl'll dare 

J 

not go "&R7 beJond.• the lite and ideal.a oft.be people ~e Befona peopl~ 

1'hUe trying to enl.11'.!hten them, but it mat at.end united with Orth~ 

"in tenaciou inri.stence that there cmmot and aut mt be a a. ? ;, fc ·"' ? l.n 

a new theolor:r. J-1.ah hUtiol7 teaches, Friedl•nder arsuect, that choge 

llU8t coae 11Dconacioul.71 it ntrnr ccmea conaciouaq. Thia u t.b• aetbod 

of the pl'Olitete, the "9oet radical reforaers 1n Israel• who chaDged 

concepts with°'1t announcing t.h&t th91' wre preaching• Dft theoloa· 

Ref~rm Judai• has no new tbeologr; it aillpq •intuea the Jwiab 1dMl. 

as conceived. at the present into t.be theology long a1nce tb ... •. 
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lriedl ..... ~ al.8o - tile ~ tmt. -.r ... Ale'• .. 
the fi.Dll fmlt. !lie • ...._ et. Iwl.'e ataqtla, Jae t1:1muud, ia -.t 

ao utter la• c1Uper11A er ....,... t.n1nB -. w.. ml1r Pl'ft&ila 

alW18 oa tile -u.ai., "Yls., Jwllla lite, ~ ____., Jm.6 

comciovmr 11 ad Jwtili .tntaaw• !lie Otilfwzw•a .,...Nl et a 8&haa 

tbeoloa, woald, he.., • .., dhide Iwll It wa1d •pw the Ml 1hm 

caue to aaapeet ..,.. of WHsi_.. ~ Rr mtto be, lie omatwl94, 
(137) 

one Judai• aid - -..J8ir. 
lo conante n.p. 'apl• •U.S llltrpU.• .U. 1lln"8 tUa bJ' 

this ccmnntioll ad tbe Coilhiwa a imd wltmn ettte1al. ~to­

.mt w a det1md .,_.,., 8ll."Yaw'• 1Wl'k tat ltfttol.e9 of J.s& 
(138) 

theoloa bad bem -.w .n.t~. 



~ Sznod'• B1rUa ... Dla111 

TIMI tNlll ·tu ud owtal's''ll adlwt.,. ta a .,_. r••..,. tu f9* 

ad ap1red dlidllw ·tld.8 ,.._.. Ia 'tll9 mwwwtt. .r UCla a. ,... 

st.oh and Bml8 l.9111le Ait i N.1ctt 1 tile l.a\t.'. 

.. mat dletdl9 ......... .,..., .., .... - 1lat8 ·-·~ .. 

acta1 tomaU. d -· ilaw b:w ._. ...-. n 18 ~ ...... 
)tr 

lft'l'f ... -- ,.. 1'9 -'-«l~tta, ,.. .... 1 •• it9 ---· 

fer~ a. dW toia 1llddl ... RR11lliill ra.. eMla dlliJls *ft 

h right 1a Ida - .,.. .. •• ----.. 

1u it DDt satw" • an an ~ .r ftlie'-• ..,,,a.1 a11 

. CC"W"•l illport .... ~ arla1lll ad tllanld be d9c1dllC ., • 

central reUg1oD -sam-u.t 
a 1111t17, • , .. md us ld l9trl8' 

treecbi of t11Mcb'11 1119 WHRttta iwplJ8d. A ~ ~ ... ,.. tin &'tt., 

one llaid, it waa14 .. t4111Dla ~ - ·~ b 1 -

t.be 1utitutiaa .t 911Pb'lial llliltaJ• ~be att1 &1114• .. .,... illa11 

rale O'NI' ., - ....... , -~ !Ile Olaf& II 111.aJ.d 411.NJ.•tla .... ---- . 
allamwhl'~-*atlr_._ .. ,_.....ineta111 • 

!he bad __. atm1ln i t. t111t -- •& .,._ f'er a.rt.aiiil Iwl• 18 Wll 

cleeernct MeaJI it ~i- ......- .. be1Jil8 ad ~ ef 
(l.kO) 

conpegau... 
ht the ~ - ...,..,... .,.11n .......... .aft ... ...i. 

Pel.aeatbal•• r * · ,_. ·~J be ._. ,, .... , 1119' • ftill I ' 

-. "*-l awpt baa BM)Alw .., mo ffPR't.d hr ._ C-S."99 • 8)ml. 
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It recegnind t.ba ... a•• *Ida ..UW tw tbe Q-4 1-.t it onn. 
.Jldl18, wb1ch "tMr ._ ... s. , ~ ....,..., • p1rn • ..,..., • 

ttilical ~' a~, ..._ Y•, tllie wrd • .,_.. u _, • al 

to the world U a alic'af A ftUcSa ..... _.. ._ Aita&4' I FT•ta. 

In the put Jwda1• ••1•11 -~ ~ blD-• .,..,_ 

that tbel'9 s. ...... tld.Jls .. Ir ...... Iwl Wltla • •11--11.-1 e1-a-. -
r.ru1. S. a Olaa-181'•• 9' a ~ el ..... 4 I p11, ... l.t 

ngbt to baY9 a a&Wal •I n, a .,... a tll8 ZS.. el Jwle1• ....._. 

Ii. polit1oal zt·-t•. A .,.... mn be t.be 11eu't et t.119 J-.llll 11 '•• 

It Inul u a ..U., t11m tlae .,_.. e&tal mtib.Ua ....... ltaJ 
(llal.) 

if llrUl s. ....... lt wt be • .,... 

ajor1'1report...U.C~W1119 pNddmt18 NI & llloia U.t 

t.here be tome a ••.S•l ... nu~ ... -. te llrJlls J..- ... ~ 

(Won) tlptMr ~.at ta atftmSllc 1lda S.t a' ..... ._ Hat 1a 
J 

•l.ichtq, .,,,. ,_ • .,_ et nbbi.8 all i.,_ w -- "' ••• & -

ot •acadmc a4 ~ ws.1J1a .-. taa. ..._. peb'U.e ..,.,, ... tr. 

l'lport Pl'6hllted Rda a.,....~~ wl tadlt.11 1
• J..sA 

1natitutiell ad ftatecl plld~ tat tale Qmd SI J.d mt laaft ~ 

PG•ra to tat.due wltla -.u.r ad o~t. It II I H tMt ... 

IDcatiw oamt.tte. ot •• ~ Jlllbl'• •• z!'n ....... "'au 
l*Pel'I N1at.d - .......... - -11 - n1na\ ..... ,._ 11•11 ... 

1a1. •eeages, 11114 t.bwtter a~ tile .,..m.atua et a .,..._ ,,.,, '1 <=>. 
11.Beller, J. Stols, K. llarpU. ad K.B. Barri.8 •ign94 the 9'jorltJ' NPW'8 



The aiDOriV report rejected both the 8JDOd and the propoeed "1Jn10D 

eatechin" ae att.pt.a to ~ise creeds and bring about uniformv 

1n utters 11h1ch nhould be left to the 1ndi.T1daal. The present intention, 

it admitted, MT not be bad. But 1n the future, nch a central J>9Wr mT 

be Jd,suse1, eo deetro7 it mwl Where the concerted action of Allerican Jwrr 

is necessar)", we can oall ad hoc oontermcea. Felemt.bal, s. Sale and 
-- (~3) 

T. Scbanfarber eigDed the llimriV report. 

In the discuesion which fol.l.ned. t.heH :report.8, the ant~ 9pmbn 

uked what good a llJDOd could do? Dle eonterence alom ooald repq t.o 

layaen'a queatiou or apreaa ite op1nien through. tldallllt the «DCatiTe 

comittee with u ll1lGh authoriv u the propteed 8)'DDd would h•e, since 

it could not •these clap• dD •re than apreae it. opinion. Buide8, oae 

added, RefOI"M is becolllllg a m1Dorit7 and oqbt to Doid aeparating itselt 

rraa the rest or Ameri.can J9ft7 in. Befora aynod. The prcMIJ'DOd adftcatu 

argued~ the BJDOd on the ground that it wu1d not be coerciTit and wnld 

ban on:Q- the power 1t8 .-bere would giTe it; that it would be onq a aort 

or COUDcll not a court ot ttutboriVJ and that it wu neceaaitated bJ' 

the absence of recognised ralea in departure• troa the Pentat.acbal Moaic 

ln b.r "t.hose 'Who cbooae to depart •• •" The quation •• called Oil the 

majoritf comittee•a rec• mndationa; t!le vote wa tied at 23 including 

the vote of the Preaident, ~the ~ttee witbdrn all of it.a repert tor 
(llJi) 

Uie part about publ1eh1ng the literature relnant to the 8JDOd qwtift. 

The following J9&r (1905), the BJDodal-literature pawpbl.et ha'YiAc bem 

diat.ri.buted before the . convention, PhUipll• mned that the 8Jmocl be diacnaued. 

Wit.bout turtber delq. Bnel.ft attanptad bJ' par11nentar;y _.. to put t.lle 
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•tter o!! that JNr' • agenda, ad a long di.scuasion over parliaaentuT 

proceedurea conclllded that the Conference would -it tbe deci81on ot 

the coarlttee on tbe pres1dent1al •••IC• •• to whether ' the Q1IOcl 

discussion ebould take place at this cosention or mact ~· 
(14S) 

In his presidaatial addre8•, lraubpt unreel all that the Con­

ference waa and would continae to be ~ a del 1beratiTe and adria­

orr asssnb~, Woti.ng onq in ordtr to leun the ooncane ot opinian 

but not to throttle 1ndependmce, •tablilb aneda or tu ca ••ni•. 

He attempted to ~ tun, r..ning on the minnd...tandinc ot t.M 

proposed synod on t.he part of both rabbia and la,.en. lte pnpmmta 

wanted onl7 to create •a boCV" of scholar~ and repreamtative -·to 

study subjects brought to them and to "BUbdt to tbe Oonference t.b6ir 

opinion and the literature tbq med to arrin at it; thi.8 opinion 

would be d1scw111ed b7 the Conf'erence and accepted or reject.t. b7 i t8 

aemberahip "in accordace with their inalienable rigbta•. InoldJag 

once again Wi.8e'• hopea, the "urgmt •ed of an autboritati-.e bod;Jtl 

to "speak with a certain nt.boritJ' on questions cancerning which 

authority 18 needed. ~ 801lgllt•, and the •chaotic etate• ot "belieta 

and practices in l8riel•, he recomn.ended that this co•ention bring 
(146) 

the matter to a tinal wte. 

It as not to be. The comittee on the preai.dmtial ••••1• took 

cognizance of the dj Agre_.t am contuion which prnailed OVC" the 

need for and a.act tunction ot a s;ynod, and it ad'riaed the appo1a1-nt 

of a conmittee to define and plan ttpreciaelr' thtt •'truc?tllre and flmctioD 

of the proposed BJDOCl. Their report was to w ~ to th• 
(347) 

Conference and discusaed at the next cozmmtion. 
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The ••'•t• •n thia laat prepeaal elicitet ~•hler•a 
adldssi•n that be hai at ene tiae ad.vecatet the •rn•i (1898) 
because he hacl felt sure that •aeriean Ju4aiaa would have 
its progreaa aat retera furthered '1 • •• such a iynei. 'feclq 
utters have ollaqet alt•a•tber. !etq it weulcl '• auioit• 
if we were te a4vecate a catheli• •71l•i where we weuli '• 1n tlle 
ain1rit7, ••• • Be tit •et ll&ke clear whether er net )le faveret 
a 1111•• et lillit .. ••apea1t1ea.Otaera arguei fer a catllel1• 
synoclfer ta• •ael• Jnia)l ·peeple•. 11Dal.1¥ th• prepeaal waa 

put te a wt• an4 the repert - acceptet, •• tut actiea waa 
p1stp1nei a 7ear 1< 14a) 

!lie ce.Utt••'• repert the tell••ins 1•ar (1996) ... 
~•th th• •Jlle•'• 'irt)l eertiticate ant it• teatll warrant. 
Philipaea,eaairmaa ef tae ce..i.~tee,tegetaer witll ~.I9Aler, 
inel1w,11. llargelia,Kraualcepf ant c.&. Levi •u,llittecl a -j•rit7 
repert in •lliall tlle7 gave tll• result• et taeir •t)lree ••tiqa. 
A preaa'l• a• '•ea ~•rtet citiq tae increaaingl.7 evitent •••• 

~ 

for~ central J .. 1ah eraanisatien in Aaerioa, eae ill waieh all 
J ewa hat mm an iatereat ••ult '• repreaentei, t• preuunce 
upen quest i•.. et a rel1s1•ua an4 eemmmal cllaraeter in •Ai•h 
all Jews llave a ce ... a iatereat u well aa t• •et eccaa1enal 
eaergenciea Iler• ant a'rea4. A naae ha4 'een clleaen: !a• Central 
Jewisa Aa••~l.7 et Amer1••• Its aoepe was clefine4 u ~ 
4eliieratiea1 aa .. 11 aa repreaentina ani gu141ng J .. taa pultlia 
•Pini•• net i7 4iao1plinUJ pewer iut i7 tae •autaerit7 et 
its JeWisa learniq, practical wia4•• and 4evet1•• te ••• Iarael ••• • 
At this peint th~ e-1tteta werk hai ieea iaterruptet ,, tile 
actien ef a ar•up•wae aent out fitt7 invitatiena te a centereace 
to •• heli ill ••• Yerk ••• fer the purp••• et oensv.ltiq• u 
regarta tae •ter .. t1•a et a general celllli.tt .. te ievi••·••aa 
organizatiea et Allericaa Jewa ••• •fhe ~P•••' ergaaisati•• 
bein& se mull like tae eae the Centereae• eemaitt .. waa plmiq, 
the latter teferret tlleir werk \llltil after th• Bew Yerk •etiaa, 
•hich teur et the celllli.tte• attea4ei. At the ••w Yerk .. etiDa, 
Philipsen hat '••n appeilltei te the erganizatieaal oellaitt .. 
•t sevea. 'faerefere,the .. jerit7 re-oert oenolui .. ,th• oellaittee 
moves that its preaJa'~le ant seep• par~apaa i• apprevet,ant 
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that the Centerence •Huca·te• tlle Jewiah palia in faver 

tf suck an ercaa1sat1ea aa 1a ftrlling in Bew Yerk•. -.i.ae 

priaar7 purpe•• •hall'• t :u pr••ti•• ef ••• Juuiaa, aDA 

••• the r•epiti•• e'f the :prtneiple that tke •7DllC•P• -1• 

the -uie 1ut1tut1•• e'f J ·d&iaa ant tke cencregatie• it• 

unit ef repreaentat1e~.(148a) 

Pr•'f• Deutaoh reat a 1ainerit7 repert repreaeatilll 

•nl.J killael1.R• appreTe4 tke new ercanizatiea 'ut e,j .. t .. 

t• • ••upltq... oeamnal aat rel1'1•u aiM • fer 1t walt 

preYe llarlltal. te tke •rcan~satiea.Let the ... ercanisatiea 

cencern itaelt with ce1111UJ1i&l affair• &DI the Centerenoe centi­

nue t • aerve u 1 t alre .. 1· 4e••, vis.• aa an .. Yiae17 'e'7 

in relieieu atfatra • (1491) 

!he fMt tut t!le11e repert• 'n>Us•t entirel7 the 

er1e1nal iateat ef the pr1•-B7B•• factien was net leat 1a 

the diaeu.aaiea 111l1ch :tell••••4.!he a1gkta,1h ich ka4 -••• 

•n rel1c1eu uni'ferait7 ara.t centrel,aut4enl.7 lla4 -eea 

ra1ae4 te •• .... al pre'l•••· Th• reperta were ta,let ant 
(l';e) So with the founding e:t the American 

never heart frem aaaia. - Jewish ce .. 1ttee,the ayne4 idea 41et 
in the Centerence. 

l'ellowiq the efjrerta e:t the previeWI periet, 

•ne ti.Dal attempt t• -r~r lqmen Ant• th• werk ef the 

Con:tereue wu aate in th4t 19•4 prea14ent1al ad.clresa which 

neted that tke Centereaee was ene ef the few deneainatieaa 

barrin& lla7a•• fr•• diac1uaing reli&i•ua queatien• ant 

suggeatet that includiDC 1
• eur MD ef affairs• la Cenfereace 

diacuaaieu,having th• la;it7 participate in the Centereaae•a 

••rk, .. uld ereate strong«r lay intereat aa well aa effaet 

the excessive pedantioity ef the cenventiena ! However, 
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the ti.Ile waa right neithe~:t'h• P•int et view et the ra\\ia 
~cf 

ner11 the 1&7men. !he cemait1tee en the presidential aeaaace 

rejectet the auggeatien \ec::auae it ielievecl •the Centeren.ce 

should reaaiB a preteaaien1al \ed7. The trend. et layaen •a 

think1ng,en the ether han4, aeeaed te \e tewar4 a eentral 
1 

Jewish secular •rsanisatie:n.Pkilipaen repertet tllat he and Stelts 

atteniing a U A R C cenvent1en,ha4 prepea .. an AIMtrisaa 

Jewish Coqress. • I llave n.ever aeen such entlluaiaaa 1n a 

con ventien,• he teld the Centerence. Th• 1tea s111p17 

swept t-e cenventien eff i.ta feet ! ( 151) 

The tec:!.sien •f the 19•2 conventiea te prepare ant 

puilisla a ra9)i' a aanual ( p. ~f a\eve) hat net yet \een 

implemented two years latnr,when a ce-ittee en Jewish. 

llinistera-· Randioek echeeat the erigillal propeaal.Befera 

having arrive4 at ita conatructive periet,the repert said, . 

the time haa ceme te crea1te such a Hancl\eek eut et the 

varied feraa used i7 raib.ia. Again, the idea waa adopted.. (l52) 
• 

It is not aentione4 again durina this peried.. The prefeaaienal 

outlook appearet in the p:reaidential aeaaage this same year, 

with a deaan.4 that the Cenference •wicl.en• its soepe i7 

prepar1ng papers on practical pro,leaa such aa synagocue 

meabership,attendance,and. Sund&T Scheola.<153) 

Further DecliJae and Confi.dence Re\orn 

We are a ainerit7 ! We are on the defensive ! We muat 

change our waya t These 1rere the leadinV aotifa et Centerence 

selt- evaluatien in this period.Addresses and sermena were 

advising Conference membt!rS to act wisely •• facing the 

•st; fact• that the ADM!rican Jewish World. had. changed alteG~rH 

-58-



since. the early days sf the Conferencel, that the arrival 
0f masses of immigrants mver the preceeding twenty years 

had made Ref0rm a "small. minority",putting it on the 

defe:n:sive,and. causing some Reform rabbis to become "a.pologetio" 

whil.e"dismay ···• seized ma.ny"others.,.The "tid.e of'.reactionism" 

them off their feet, and the Refox·m ca.mp had 

become timid,not because it lacked the courage of its convia .... 

tions, i.t was assured, but bee a.use it could not determine just 

its cenvictions w~ere ! It had become hesitant to press its 

claims, it was being said in the Conference. 1
rhe optimistic 

ninteenth century note had changed "in many quarters" t0 

a pessim:l.stio wa.il.,i.~ despa.:i.r:i:ng convic"t.ion that the <Judaism 

represented by the Conference "cannot possibly hold. its own · 

against the overwhelming odcls" which to some speakers 

spelled. " reactionis:m,ghettoism,romantioism,neo-natio:nalism 

and neO'*·orthodoxy". Refomm, the C onfe:renc e :reo ognized,, was 

being "put to the test as nevex· before in the United States 

and "notably" in New York.(l54) 

While a convent ion sermon protested fl.11. the talk 

about the "futi],:ity and :foolishness of Reform", its critics 

denouncing it as a "peril to ,Judaisn1io I)., and the ad vie e that 

"we must revive Orthodoxy", that "we need a react i©n", the 

mood of the Conference seenrn to have "been better reflec:ted 

by the presidential message wlrl.ch adjured the Conference" 

as oarnest leaders in Israel",to welcome the controversies 

about Re:C'arm, to hearken to the c:rit.ics' rep:r0ofs wj.th.out denyil1g 

them the rlght to oritici~.7-e, to heed their warnings and 

admonitiowu no matter how unsympathetic they might be.If by 



the remotest P••a1,111t7,Refor11 might lead to Israel's 

total aasiai.latien, deterioriatien, to the •1deatk et Judaisa• 
1 

it was the dut7 et the Conference te • raak•• a candid 

ackne~led.&Jlent e'f failures • • • in erder th2lt . we might 

plan ure 1ntell1gentl7 ••• in the future .. l~or we are 

onlJ falli,le men •••• ~(155) 

• !here is soaething wrong at ••• the jreuntaill-kead 

of Retera• the Centerenoe was advised. Ref•tna ia •net a 

fetish a'eve and ._e7end criticisa•. We neecl a change ef 

attitude toward Judaisa •. While we advocate a 11\eral 

interpretatien et our religien,we akould n1tt ti.gilt 

Orthedoxy. W9 do net wiak to create a new 11ect,\reaca 

the unity et Israel er \reak tile chain et ·traditien which 

• iinda us te the paat and links ua to the future• ,tor we 

•owe the past leve not hate•. Teo much traditien may '• 

a llli.sfortune; laek et any tradition is a calaaity. If 

"racial Judaiaa• 1• spurned and religious Judaism fails 

to replace it,and if this is truly the • inevita\le fruit 

of Ref era•, we llUSt feel the deepest conoe1rn. We le7all.y 

preserved •ur patriaony in the past; skall we cive it up 

now for the • first sail• ef Chri.Stianity?'• We have realised 

in this •d•rn dq that Israel' a past needls no apelo1ies, that 

the Jew aheuld net illitate the gentile merel.7 ._ecause the 

latter • weara the spurious st-p of a sh•ulo• modernity•, 

that we aheuld not cempoae our ritual and services to the 

tune of •1est •• 'e aahaaed• -•fore our Cla.ristian neigh,ors. 

To the contrary, our originality is a cro1m of glery,not a 

badge of shame; the Jew should be original and different; 
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Judais• ia semetlli.Da in which t• take pride.{156) 

Depicti•n •f Refora aa opposed to Judaisa was challenged, 

but m&D1' aeea to have aeen soae justi•• in that view.(157) 
In the spirit of the foregoi.ng,91 a the awakening 

of a •deeper religious leeltq• in AMrican Jewr7 waa 

attriiutet i7 one speaker to the influx ef Russian Jews. 

The Co~erence dec14e4 to change the Union Prayer Beok 

arrangeaent of aelectiena fro• the weekl.7 Scripture pertiena 
t1 back teAaystea unifora with general Jewish practice,4eapite 

a protest that the revisioa was unjuat1f18' an4 representet 

only fear of ieing Refora.(l5S) A conferenoe aermen 

expresaet aat1sfaction that title of the Conference gave 

• ne in4icat1•n• that it represented Refora; its comsern 

shotµ.d ie the •wh•le of Jewr7•.(l59) 

Tlt.e chairllall •f the Synagegue :sxtension C•-1.ttee, 

George Zeppia,t•ld the Cen:terence that • the UAHC counts 

ameng its melliera Orthodox as well aa Refora co1119egationa•, 

and while •••e pe•ple supp••• that the oiject of the Union 

is to eatailiak Ref•ra congregations,• I teaire te state 

for the Uni•• that this is n•t the caae.• !he Uni~n • ia 

comraittet to neither OrthodeXJ nor •efora,iut to Judaisa.•<
16

•) 

A cellaittee en4oraeaent of a presidential aeaaage 

c•lling fer the reviving of those traditional h• .. 

observances• that can still ie invest•• with religieua 

Significance• wu unan1.Musl7 adeptet i7 th• Conference. { 
161

) 

Kohler read a paper en !he Orillin and Function of Cer••!Q•• 

in Judaiaa, concluding that Refor• should encourage vi ail• 

ceremonies an4 create new ones, the principle of evolution 
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offering the key to continuity.(l62) 

A cenferen.oe sermon. called fG:r. a "redecl.arat ion" 

ef RefGrm's standtand went on t© explain that Reform 

oppesas distinctneas from Orthodoxy whene principle is 

n®t involved,er.ge the Refe:r.m rall>b;i;. should not " intra ... 

duce a needless change" fl We shmuld saerifiee anything except 

pr inc iple"t® maintain the selid.a.rity 0f the Jew" ,..We are 

glad tG> report, it ceintinued,"that Reform•s so1!>er secenti 

· thought has checked the revoluti©nary tende:m.oies 0f 

the radieal in its midst and restored SQnle in.stituti0ns 

tee indisorimin.ately swept away." In this sense,it argued, 

Re:f©rme:rs are "conservative",i.th,wishing tm c0nserve~ 

Refe:em's ~reat evil ,it a.v0wed,was individualism and 

excessive lattitude. "It grieved me", the preacher oonoluded, 

'that the Conference decided .against a synod to ·:f©rrnulate 

theory and regulate practice •. He h.0ped the questii:!'..>n would 19e. 

re0peneci .. (l6'5) 

Even l?hil:ipsen. was a.nnounoiJn.g that al th@ugh the 

Conferenoe was known as Ref~rm,its interests include all 

Israel and its membership was "catJaclio" enough te hear 

papers @n all i1up~';)rtant Jewish :fiigures. Thus he informed 

the Conference that it would hear M.Helle:r reacl a paper 

cm. 11 the head and front of the so-called. ne0-orthedoxy, 

Samson Raphael Hirsch".(l64) 
At 0ne time during this period the Cenferenoe was 

ad.vised that ea~.h year an increasing number of HOC graduates 

would hav$ dif!iculty finding positi©ns.Later~a speaker 

ebserved that,afte:r a slump along with 0ther faiths, 

-62-



Refera llat eateret upen a cenatructive per1e4 in whick 

it streaset tlle • .. re peaitive• er trad1t1enal 1ra7s,ancl thia 

augured• a '•tter ti.Ile fer the Refer• moveaent•.(165) !he 

succeaa ef tkese pre41ct1ona 1• not ascertaiaa'l• withia 

the cb.i·en•l•aieal liaita •f thia paper. 

It . is olear taat, particularq tewari the eni ef tlaia 

periet,a reaentae:at an4 repucliatiea et the cu:tre•t treat 

made itself felt in the Centere:ace,aat •Jlefera• waa ••• 

••r• put terwart 'Y seae spekeaa .. aa ri&)lt aat nec•••&l7• 

We •••• ••t •apele11••••• fer the exiateaee et Retera 

Juclaiaa•tae7 were •9l'inc• Let etaera te.,- and clec17 

Ref era •&71Jaa tut it was '•r. •ne• a J ftiah pe4tler 

ate a baa aaniwica•,tllat it ' ia eppertunisa,tae • geapel 

•f ceavente .. e•,r•'•ll1••,1aitat1en et the gent1le,an4 

a •tetera• et heirlectaa. The Centereace alaeulcl stat fer 

the ••tera,pncreaaive spirit•, fer •i-egreaaive •terniaa• 

as well u a •wi•• oenaervatiaa• and revereno• tewarcla 

traditien. 

Our a~e• •!,!• the ferwart aev•••nt in Juclaiaa, 

discr1•1natina '•tween eternal value• ani their teaperar7 

expreaaieaa.we centinue tlae liae ef traditien,,ut we 

11u.st evaluate its pewer te expre•• the aesaage ef r•liai•n• 

Hence we reeaphaais• the priDCipl• et the pieneer re-

f traera that • tae revelatien ef Get is ceatiaueua aa4 

that the teacl fel'll8 ef religien au.st trep pieoe .. al 

int• tile duat it the living spirit et religi•• 1• 

te centinue te 'ring 'lesaina t• mel;• centinaeua tevel•P-

iaent in Juclaiaat 



.-Vea tlleugh •ur •••rs aave ••t t• '-ear teati.Mzq 

te the faitll taat is ia thea,it 1a as true to'~ as a 

d.ecacle qe,tllat, altlleugll we repreaent varied sllaiea 

•! epini••·•• slaare the cenvictien that 1Jl eapeuaillg 

Refer• .Tukiaa •• ave net aJ.miet aaaiaat Ju,aiaa' a spirit 

and are •ut guilt7 et '1ale7alt7 te eur ferefatllera.Oa 

the ceatrar;r,Refera 1a a lesitillate ant neoeaaar;r tevele.­

ant. In tile tJJlit-4 itatea,all are caugllt up 1Jl tile 111l1rl 

et •retera•; evea •ur ae-oalld •cenaervative• \retllrea. 

It ia siapl.7 a -tter et '•er••~ Ref•~ will iaevita\l;r 

extent te ever larser nua\ers aa .. ,.ra c1v111satiea•at 

its \eat• ezpaata.< 166) 

At tlle oeaveatiea ef 191• three separate attrease1 

en the llist•Z7 et Refera were teliveret,tais \ei.JIS a.icer'• 

centen.ar7 \irtll ;rear. !a• Refera lleve•t After .Drall!p 

Geic•r, a paper \7 Dr. M. Laats\ers,presentecl Refera 

Juclaiaa exactly aa it weulcl llave lteen present•' 1a tlle 

first periet (1889-1894). !lle • ••t perfMt ceaprelleaaiea 

•f Refera .Tuut.aa• waa aait te lte tllat et a rult1 •ll• lad 

4escr1~e• it aa • a r•li&i•• witlleut JITSteriea,witaeut 

a reveald te ... ,witlleut &ll effieial tlle•l•S7,.ttaeat 

prieata,laeatile te all auperatiti••··· aclaittiBS •• •tiler 

criteriea et trutll than the 11.gllt et truth itaelt.• 

Lanulters, 1a 191•, 11&4• the •-e evalu.ati•• (i:a 

ai..at the .... wer4•) et GeiSer'• centriltutieaa te 

Refera aa blller ut 1n 1892,vis., that Geiger aat eata\lialaet 

the priur7 »riaoiple• ef Refera Jucla1••· Geiaer aaewd 

that revelatien is net supernatural; that Jutaia• predaod 

-64-

• I 



the Bi,l• and aet vi4e veraa; that Juhiaa' s er1ginalitJ 

lies net ill •tll••• eriental feru and. peculiar lan ani 

cereuniea 'ut ill tlle etllical unetheisa ef the preplleta•. 

Geiger teaeaatratei further,tllat Israel's testi117 was t• 

prepare aat '• prepar9' fer • a n•• ••rlt whicll 1a all 

eairaciq; fer a t:lM nea tlle religien ef etlli•al •n•tlaeiaa 

tauglat '1 tll• Be,rew prepheta •111 '• tile religi•• ef tlle 

Wh•l• hUll&Jl r .. ee•( 167> 

ieaett.ea tlle speaker '•saa witll a reaaaertiea et 

the elter aetera staat '•t cl•••• with a plattera tllat ••­

partet trea th• •arlier views. • ••t ••• ef ua tki.Ua et a 

renunciatiea et tile prin.eipl•• et Refera, • ••• '•saa,ant 

went en te tell et ll1a reaentiae ant 4esp1ai.DC tlle • aarcaat1• 

allusiens• te tlle aia•i•n-itea u well aa tlle • uperaieu 

cast upea • aiaeteeatll eent1JZ7 Refer• lea4era. But presreaa, 

he explai.Jlet, • ••t•nu ea a ni•• ialance )et•••• centimU.t7 

and ciaanae• , ... •• it 1a new the d.ut7 ef Refera te test 

its earlier teaolliqa '7 oeateaperar7 •spiritual lit• •, 

aist•ry mat tke • latest reaulta et pkil•••p)i7 ant •ritioiaa•. 

The presraa tllia speaker callet fer was the festertas •f 

heae oere .. aiea,praoticea,ll••• piet7,the • ferver et ear 

desire te pr~•, th• • natiell&l ceaaeieu•n••• • aat • racial 

ien4s•. Of ertketex •J'ld•l,la• and tectriae lle aait :• If tlle 

seed. iere 4ea1ra,l• fruit we auat plant acaa er el•• ge 
t168~ 

ai•ut •ita a ll~r taat will a.ave te i• app•aa•• ela .. hera ••• 

Cepin& witll tlle Gllette 

It was in tais periet tllat Refera tull7 tiacev•r•• 
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there •er• •••-r•l~~•ua facets •nt preal... et tlle new 

i••israti••· K•lller llad. aa1t,1n. 1898,taat the preal•• 

taoi.Ba tll• •lier Jewiall aettlera was aet ceaaattina 

Orth• .. ~ aut oeatrentinc •Jlillilisa ant akeptioiaa• ... DC 

the Ruaaia t-tpQta. 

Ia IU• preailential ••••ac• te the ceaveati•• et 

191l,iilY•r11&1a la.al •all .. fer etterta •• tae part et tll• 

centereaae te eltat•ate aatilal prejal.ieea w1ta1a tlllat 

"heterepueu _.. •, Allt1rieaa Iarul, te • 1.Maloate• 

••th tlle aativ• •I 1-i&'rant Jew witll tlle 11•• tut 

" reaitea•• here• eataila ter1ettilla Slar•p•aa aatieaal 

differ• .. •• a.at • aaaild.latina witll the sr••t ••'7 et Aae­

ricaa Israel all4 Aaerieaa o•t1se .. 1n 1eaera1•.C169) 

!ke ceaveatie .. et 19•4 ant 19•5 41recte4 tll• atteati•• 

et the Ceater•M• fer tlle first tiae t• tlle preal•• 

•t tlle • llerri\17 ••.aa••tel 1hettea • et •e• Yerk ant 

•th.er lars• c1t1••· ft• • ae• geaeratien• cr••ing ap ill tll• 

caettea waa teaoriael •1 ••• speaker aa rea4il7 8'aer•illl 

anarolliatie ant • iatilel • teaclliJlla; anether oaaruterisel 

the Jniall '-tvaat generall7 aa leaviq .JaU.18• ant • tewie11 

17• av.•••ri'!Da te atlleiaa, • extre .. 11\eraliaa•, aaaro~ 

ancl r .. 1•al1:sa. Tile pette •JDAC•P••. •ere ••t ... tiq 

the aeeta et the pette,tlle Cea:terenoe waa telt. Tll• 

•e1ter aerYi•••• are aeneatll tke intellieenoe •f tu uw 

&hette puratien. Their ainda are active,,aa •h•WA \7 tll•ir 

re\ellien qainat their aisera\le let-,. !lley have eutsr•­

the Ortlle4ex servi•• and ca teriv• aeither ceafert aer 

light frea it. !Ile • new fera et reli&i•n•, en tlle ether 
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haai, laaa aet 7et \een \reught te thea, with ita cea­

forti.DC selue,inspirin& hepe,ancl music te cheer ani 

lift thea • ~eve the s•rd14 and hartaasin& struggle 

tor exist ... ••· 

Refer• Jutaiaa,• •ita a few no\le exceptiens• a.a 
dene netaiJaa t• • reack the ••ula et th••• ~ .. tkill& 

aassea, the £enteren•• ll.eari. Al.Mat all ita efferta 

in the past were aiMi at taeir p)lyaioal n.eeis. !ae 

traci• tr•••iBS neoesaitiea requirecl. tae applicatien 

of ai..at all}tiAe an• fuai1 te alleviate 1.llaiiiate 

sufferiq. In cletl:ling ta• nalcd, feeting the AUDP'7, 

etc. •• 41t ~ur 4ut7.But •• failet te give thea iieala 

and surrewacU.qa waick •ul4 result in taeir Mral 

uplift ancl. eoeuai• -etteraent. We failei te • ceavert 

their infitelit7• t• upliftiD.g Gei-\elief ,t• caance 

taeir • re\elli•ua c-plaiats ef real er iaagillet 

injuati•• illt• a spirit ef pieua resigllation•, to 
r: chaqe illmeral. teateaoiea illt• Mral hlllt ~, to areuae 

within ta• a aena• et respensi-ilit7 t• taeir Goi,tllllir 

countr7,taeir peepl• and. taeaselvea. Ceaa•"tU•ntl.7, 

taetr uniercuttina .. eneaie staniaria,taeir racial 

differ• .. •• an4 • reliai•ua prejudice• are tareaten.1.ne t• 

create a Jewiaa questi•• ef aerioua prepertiena ••• aat 

afferi •11111U1itiea te eur aatiaeaiti• enelV'•,wae olaial 

the • al'ia Jew• 11 teo oriental and net eneuga A9trican. 

There 18 se• truta in this allecatien.Th• al1Ul Jew 1• ta• 

•prey et ce-ercial vultures• ani • unacrupuleua eapleyera•, 
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heD8• Ile re9ela -saiaat wkat • prefeaaieaal -Sitatera 

am•n&•t kt• •- peeple make kia 9el1eve are tke deai.Ja.8*t 

an4 centrellina tercea et aeciet7•. Cenaideret a 41.s­

ruptive econoiaic faoter 97 hia nei&A\era,ae 1a victiaiset 97 
his ••• iaa•ranee,tk• • tyr&m17 •f tlle ••e•ter• ant the 

• •11•• •t ta• pelitioal acitater•. 

Altaeagll l•aialatiea fer restrictive 1 .. 1.,.ati•• 

weult l•••• eur 9v.rtn,1t tut7• 

t• fi.P't t• keep tile teer• •pen 1n tllia eaerpnc7,t• set 

the• ace•••. We maat ••rrHt tlle illpre••1•• llelt •1 amq, ..,. 
i•cluii.JIC Jm, tut 'D••• 1wm1aranta are unteaira91•• 

ant preapeotiv• pu.911• caar1ea. We llD8t oerr"t tlle errera, 

lliarepreaentatieaa ant tiatertie .. ; •• llD8t keep Mleriea 

acceaai)le te all eur eppreaset 9ret11lren. 

!lleir uateaira)le qualities result frea life 

w:>.ter heatil• gevern119nts. Allerican juati•e an• 119ert7 

will ll&ke t~•• teraake the • iaeentiary 4eetriaeaA aat 

\ece .. • a••4 citisena ef the repu911e• • 
• What ·~•ult Retera •• D•• a'~eut tll1a • illvaa ien 

that tllreat eu t• unde the werk et t.. pnerat 1•aa et 

Aaerioan J ... •~ eapeciall7 ainoe,• as 1a eft repeat .. •, 

the future •t American Ju•aia• reata witk tlle Rua•i-

J ews? Relatiena 9et•••• the 1 .. 1gruta and Refera llave 

\ea quite 9at 1a the past. But n•• tlle tiae Jaaa ce• 

for the Cea:terenee te erganise Peeple' a lletera il!!leQ!a 

in tae S)aettea ef eur larger cities. It ia a•apleniit 

f ielt fer• se• 1eung aen. The Cenference alaeuld aet aaite 

funds cuarante•in& the ra~•i • livelih••• until tlle 

cen.greaatien 18 esta911saet. Fer \eth Juclaiaa and Refera,let 
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the ra\\1 c• • larne~ fna 1l1• stud.7 1.Jlto the pette 

t• fipt•, to •Yertarew tile cenditiena whick 4e)aae ita 

aorala and. aake fer secial unrest an' diaoentent. Let 

the ra)bi raiae llia veice qainat ita raga and clirt, 

aiaer7 an' pevert7,its He,rew pel1t1cal cl•lta,ita pn­

fesaieaal aat aec1al1at1• ag1tatera,1ta false prepheta 

and. preachera,it• clamiialuleaa,etc. Let the ralalai 

ifent1t7 llillael~ witk aa4 •erk fer ant 1a tile pette.(17e) 

Diaouaaiea 1 '3 7 ••i:Jlit ef tllia tllw en tile 

Center•••• fleer enlcet tlle ep1Jl1ena tllat tile auaaiaa 
(). 

Jews waaAfiae apecima, that • we have ne •••ac• fer tJl••, 

that erthe4•%7 wu fiae ant uplittiq,and. tut the 

Cenference wu ut ant1-sien1at, ( the Russian Jn had. laeea 

stieutiset preYieuaq u haviq an alle11ance te 

Z1eniaa). ODl.J PJU.lipaon an4 a few ethers expresaet oea­

trary vie .. ,oe ... atial en the applauae 4rawn fr.ea tile 

Cenfere11Ce \7 • cenaervative atateatmts•t( 171) 

A cenare1atien !!!!. eataltliahet in the erthed.ex aectiea 

•t Pkild.elphia '• ta• UABC. ZepiD,repertinC en tllia 

venture 1Jl 19e5,teacr1laet the aynapp• aa net ratical ltut catl­

iq 1tael1 aai lt•ina eallet Refera. After explaininC 

that the m\aa uns7D&C•P•t far eutnu.Ueret tlle rural, 

Zepin teld. tae Cenference that Pllilatelpllia had. a 

Russian Jewiea .. pulatien et alaeut fift7 tlleuaua ,while 

the tetal. •••tine apace ef ertheiex 1711&1•111•• there 41t net . 

exceet *Ila ten theuaani. Despite this cen41~1ea, ant 

despite tae aid et • aen wh• have ~uilt up vast cen­

gregatiens e~ tlleir ewn, tlle synagogue dii net - in ita 
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:rirst au ••th• - garaer eneugll ••"lera te "leceae 

self-suppertiq.Out et • ferty tbeusancl • ( the una~ 

geguet ) it attrutei. • at the •st • -~•ut feur mmtlret 

incliv14ual.a turtq Zepin'a ~•rta. They d.efn't want Jletera, 

Zepia ceacld... hen tllia Jletera cencrecat 1•• weuli ut 

use tllat at.j•tiTe in ita title. Zepin's advice was tkat 

the Centeraee step t~ • aiaaiena:q .. rk•. !Ile •Jlla&9SU• 

in Pltildelpllia • waa a aiatake •. Ortlletex teackinp, u 
concluiet., are • pare ant uplittiq•. (172) 

•evertlleleaa, tlle ten:tereace centhuet t• teel ae• 

respena1,111t7 fer fiahtin& tlle • prevailiq •ve•nt 

118.king fer the reatrieti•• ef 1-1grat1:en. 

!Jae Cent•~• lld taken cegni.z1111ee et an.tiaeaitiaa 

in acllelarl.7 literature aa early aa 19•1 , when the uecutin 

ce-1.ttH ... 1.natructet te appeint a • ceapetent ••er• 

ta reply te Jlaraack' a preaentatien ef Juclaisa 1a Jaia 

Wesen tea Cllr1ftutllw • •• acti•n resultH.Cl7') !lie fellew­

ing 7ear,blller ~ed a paper, Aaazri•l•p ancl the BDle, 

d.ireeteA agailaat 1'. Delitzach'a Ba~el UD4 Bi,el. !Jai.a paper, 
~T 

aceertins te iilYe~, waa writ tea • th• Cen:terenc•' a re-

quest aa tlae • autlleriset • repl.7 et American. Jutaia te 

Delitsacla,aat tke Centereace tec149' te 41atr1,ut• tke 

paper,• aeatiq a cep7 each te bperer Wllli.aa ant I>r. 

Delitzacll. 

A preai.tential reee-antati•n t• tlae ceaventi•• •f 19•5 

h --• .. • ... "•-~ te preY14• • Mt1Y• t at a c•-ittee en anti-a'ISS.&.t~• .e i i--

and persistent warfare againSt tlle grewiag and faat-
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spreaiiq• ant1aea1t1.aa in tllia eeuntZT ,mus r•j•t .. '• a 

·eemaittee en tile creual.s that aat1•••1t1•• 1• • a peliti~al 

ere .. --. se• hr•P•- peeple• &llA, a.• 'e tlumkd, ••• u 

au:b cree• C ezi•t•J ill t:bia ceuntr,r, C.ll•••::J .. •• ut 

ceaa14er it' neoeU&rT te appeillt a ce-1.ttee... -ll u .. 

••Pl•r• &D1' &Di all ev14eaoe ef aat1-Jew1-ll aeoial »Z"•.1-'l~l·. 
Pre •• aati Zieniat ••atiaeata were nie ... tll.reqlae~t 

tllia perie4. A ••nfereaee ••nae• attMlcd ~ Zieaiata 

fer haviq • little er ae J..Ull feeliq •, 1il n1'••• 
ef wlaioll 1t waa tel4 tllat tile twe • ... t »relliaeat leaiera 

ta Zieniaa• were aarri•• te unceYerte4 Cari.at~ ...... <116) 

Ph111paen .1wta•• Ref•l'll Ju4aiaa an4 Zieniaa er • aat1eaa-
e./i liaa• te '• • a'••lutel.7 illceapati,le•, the fe~ )•illa 

I 

spiritual, univeraal,~e ant .. r1• er1ente4,wll11• tile 

latter 1• pelit1eal,eriental,ceaeerne4 with the paat a.A a 

• ceraer ef Western Asia•. ne Cenferenoe alleul• oeue 

all • atteapta at 4efen4taa ••• tlle P•••1,111t7 ef r••moiltaa• 

tile tw. !he atteapta are • aJaeereat caau1at17•. Zieniaa 

eataila aurreaterma •a11 tlut 14eala fer •lli•a B.efera 

Ju4ai•• atata•.(l77) 

!ae fell•wina 7ear Felaentllal preaente4 te tae Ceafere .. e 

reaelutieu uaertiq tllat tile aat1tlle•1• wu aet Jletel'll 

ant Zieni•• 'ut • Preer•••• aaA • Oaaif1•• B.etera•. It tile 

Jews uve a lliaaien te tile werl•,Jae argue4, tlleir 41apera1ea 

is net neceasar7 t e its ful!Ulaent, fer .... ra teclmelea 

••ul• ena,le tile• te cemmunieate eu117 witll tile reat ef 

the ••rl4 evea fr•• Zien ! !he ce.U.ttee en reaelutieas 
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4ff14e4 te pu\lisll l'elaentllal •a vi- 1Ja tlle pr•••"iqa 
aa • epilliena • \ut re~ai.Jlel. t~•• .. tina en tllea aa reae1,ll~ 

L~O 

At tllat .... ce11Tentiea •.Keller J.eat aa uarecerte& 

reuat-tul• •n tile c...,.ti\ilitz et Zieaiaa a& Betera 

Ju.1.aiaa.< 1~9)~lller explaill.a t~at • 11&117 Beteraera• were 

•intuq ..... t• aeek retua• ill •atienaliaa• \7 tlae perplexuaa 

s 1tuat1•• 1a wlli.ch tlle7 feUD4 tlle•elvea,vis., re3 .. tiq 

tlle autllerit7 et tlle writt- aa& eral Law ..a a1mal.t .... ual.7 

c1a1a1n1 le7alt7 te tlle !erall aa •1v1ae reYelat1en.(l8e) 

!llree 7eua later Lan•a~er1 1ne aa • tile tulwatal 

prine1ple et Retera Ju&aiaa • tlle rejeotiea et natienaliaa, 

c1tina Wi•• anl. ether• te preve llia aaaert1en.(lll) 

In t~• l.aat tllree ceaveatiena et tllia periet,Pllil.1p••• 

ant Beller aa p-eai&entj et the Ceatere:nee, aat Lan'•n 

u a •peaker,reaaaerte& tlle rig1lta••• et the elter tne 

et Betera Juiaiaa, it• illev1tu111t7 ancl tlle a•TaM•• 

• it 1• .U:iq 1a tu face et :lapetent •use•. Ad.aittinl. 

tlaat tlle centeaper&rJ° Jewi~k pre•• had • sr••t Aeal t• •&7 

\etll a'•ut•tJae pretente4 \ant:rupto7 et Betera Ju4aiaa• . ant tlle 

neceaa1t7 ant 'egimliag et • 1dlat they oall a ceuater­

retermatiea •. tlaeae speaker• adjure& the Centereaee aet 

te \eceae. cewarcll.7 \ut te '• ceuraaHua ant centi&ent. 

Taere ue still a • luge numer• et r•''i• wk• uater-

stant ant accept acientiti• princ1plea,the7 aaserte&. 

Despite the • 11Aft7 untewar4 sips•, there 18 u cav.ae 

fer cleapair. !he current state et affair• 1• teaper&17; • pett•­

isa•, • react1ea1sa••,•Zast-J:urepean Jul.aaa• are •nl.7 

passing phues 1n the Allericanizatien et • eur ••t recentl.7 
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arrivet 'retlarea•, ~ neitller can aer will tkriY• 

1a • tlle frH at••~ere ef tlliJI ce11Dt%7•· Rua•iml 

lftlr7 •111 '• Aaerieaais .. ; if net the first sneratiea, 

tan • tlleir ckiltrn ••• 1'111 stut •1tll tll• ... aeeatanta 

ef tlle earlier ce•ra te the lat u tll• repreaeatat1ft• 

•f tut Wli•• ef pr•ar•••1Ye •tern1t7 Ull ••• oeaaervatiaa 

nick tkia Ceaternoe a711'el.1.sea•. a.-t1c1aa,e'~aev--

t1aa, • artifioial aet.ievaltaa• a.I all tll• • penenet v1 ... 

peillta • •ill ..... Wkat •ill re-ill? !Ile aiaaiea-1'•al 

ef tlle J-• aa a peepl• •f relisiea, aa4 ef Jutaiaa 

aa a relis1eu feree threqll all tlle ••rlt•. Let tlle 

Ceatereaoe, tlle7 exaertet, centillu• te 'uilt '1' aeuat 

•chelarell1p,4rawiq tke pract1•al cencluaiena at ~•n•un-

ciq tlle• • fearl•••lJ' te all the wer1a•. Betlliae eaa 

prevent • tll• eventual triuapk ef the liieral •veaeat •••• <182) 

Race er Cauroa er Beta ? 
Bo'NI 

Ia tlle ceaventie .. et tllia periet pretaaeniat•~•f 

..-... Jutaiaa aa a ckurck aa4 Juclaiaa u a • rue• -caurea 

akaret the speaker'• plattora; the iaeluota'l• rel• ef 

•r••• ill Jubiaa appear• t• laave ien epeal.7 uaert .. 

er iafereatiallJ' accept .. i7 .. at. 

it•l•'• preaiclential a4clr••• ef 19e4 urse4 upea 

the ceatereue tlle iuilcliq up et aa Allerieaa Ju4a1aa 

aa Wiae hacl ceneeiwt it,, .... en tlle elt traditi•• 

•u~ ia a.eer• wita • reaaon and conacience, ••• the 

love ef treeua,the spirit ef charit7 _, '••n•l•••• 

llUll&Diaa and frat6raisatiea,patriet1• priJICipl•• aJli 

natieaal attach.aents,witll tlle American spirit ef pr•sr••• 



&at unit1cat1••·(lS3) 

,.. years later ae was ••••inc that • •• fera oat' 

fer want ef a \etter naae,is call•• a nati•• er a race, 

ant ••t what is teoluaically bewn aa a clmrell. • It 

waa c•erall.7 ceHetet,lle aait, tlaat • we are J- lt7 

virtue ef eur \irtll aa4 ••t \7 tlle cellfea1i•• ef a creet.•(lB4) 

~elaentllal teacriltel Jews aa ceaae1eua ef tlleir 

•aeparate etluli•. a1tuat1e••, aa •aintainiJla their rel1&1•ua 

aeparateneaa ltecauae it 1• •ataptet• te Jews ant 1 ... •e1ll.7•. 

Wh.1le n••-len• teackiq ef Jdai••'s uai~eraal ele•nta 

in • lilteral cllaanela •, 'i••ka ant cellegea was .:newle4ptt 

an• weloe ... \7 Felaentllal,lle teclaret that Israel'• 
# 

lteine • a race united lt7 nat1enal1t1ea • waa a • fira 

ancl aelf-evitent princ i;ple... 1Ja c ensequen.ee ef a Get­

erdainet fact• •••• i:ve%'7 .. n.-er ef this raoe, . lle attet, 

has fill free4ea aa regarcls theeleQ and. practiee. 

J:vea a C•nferenc e . aeraea 1h ich preached. that • Iarael 

is a clluroa•, tllat the • nele centent ef Jewiall 

ceaacieuaneaa is exclusively reli.Cieua•, tlaat the Jew 

ca aaa1ailate what is lteat in his envirenaent, that 

he ia at ll••• eNeJ'11fh.ere , even such a aeraen cl 14 net 

ave14 tlle illplicatieu ef tlle aa1ertiens that tile 

•p117aieal ele .. nt~ ef Juclais• refers te ita past net 

ita ceal,and that • the .. re race Jewa ties eut• ltut 

the • sineere cenvert is hespita\ly grafted en the 

Jewiaa tree.•(lS5) 

One ef the res•lutiens sent \7 Felsenthal te the 

conventien ef 19•7 recognize• • as a Jew everyone ltern ef 
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Je1fiah parents•, all whe -ele~e the race ef Israel•, 

as well as • everyene cennectet with us -7 racial ties•. 

This was not acted upen ~ aa a reaelutien -ut entere4 

in the preceedinc• as an epinien.(186) 

On the ether hant,M.llargelia imsiat" that JuAa1•• 

as a churcll,net a natien,was the cerrect an4 preper 

stand for the Centerence. Three interpretatiena et 

Ju4aisa are -•in& entertained ted~,he explainet, vis., 

Judaisa aa an ethnes; Ortheclex Jul.ai•• wllich oeuiaes 

ethnes and ecoles1a; ant Judaisa as a pure "cleaia. 

The last 1a the super1er unterstandiDC ef ludaisa.<1s7) 

In a conference seraen,Y.H.Barris urged that 

Refera Judaisa ident~y itself with • hW1&Dit7•a interests•. 

Admitting that_..... history tended te differentiate 

the Jew,• creating a Jewish type and strengthening the fra­

ternal -end•, he went en nevertheless te assert that Jews 

are not a natien er distinct ~7 virtue ef -1••• 'ut 

held togetber 'Y ideals and a cemmon faith. Aa a pregraa 

tor Judaisa he propesed that Jews should foster the Peace 

Cengress and Pure Feocl campaigns as expressiena of the 

Jewiah ideal.a ef shel•• amt kaalarut. But what ra18ea t'ltr'.! 

have Jews 'eyond hu .. nitarianiaa ? He repliet te the 

questiea with a feur point platform. First,let the Jews 

be only a religiea,there'y illustrating that religi•n 

outlives the state. Second, let the Jew )e the protesting 

li)eral par excellence in \eth religion and politics, 

a world citizen; since li)eral means helping all men 
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te live their own lives as their -est selvea,let the 

Messianic era 9e understeod net as the time when all 

•111 have ene religien -ut when all will -e relig1eua.!h1r4, 

let the Jew be cenapicueua fer • the creat.er aanctit7 

ef eur hoaea•,I.a., aa an exaaple ef deaeatic virtue. 

l'ourta,let tlle Jew live fer k1''Hlt. baahe stan41q 

as the •Puritan ameng th• natiena,an ample et r:l&ht••ua­

nesa •• C 188) 

Quite egrqieua waa the illterpretatien ef Jud.ai•• 
efferet in the preaid.ential ••sage ef 19e5. Altuup 

it waa repudiated _, the cenventiea and does net appear 

again in this peried, it is si.Cni.ficant aa revealiq the 

enormeua in:tluence temporar7 cenditiens -.ay exert •n 

even the measured and planne4 preaentatiens ef a 

Conference president. In ancient tiaes, said Krauakept, 

• like teachin& and like sufferin& constituted ••• the 

-•nd et -retherhood between Jew and Jew.• In the .Middle 

Ac••, it was neither natienal,racial ner religieua tiea 

that linked. Jew te Jew -ut • c•-n injustice and outrage 

suffered• •••• In modern tiaes, Israel • therefere ia 

net a nation nor a race, it is a peeple of fellow-suffertra, 

Kot in the -loot of the Jew -ut in the antipathy et th• 

non-Jew lies the cause that linlcs Jew t• Jew in a 9ond 

of 9rotherheod.. !he close -ond et union with his fellow 

JewJ and his social separatien from the non- Jew are 

largely forced upen hill from without ay reliai•ua and social 

antipatay; they de not spring from with1n •• (lB9) 

The oenaittee on the presidential ~essage reje4ted 
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this and emphas1ze4 that the true \ond 9etween Jewa ia 

the • histerio conacieuaness ef 9ein& a priest peepl••·• 

and that his airth iaposea the Jew the aiasien t• witness 

to' and te werk fer the realisatien ef the kingd•• ef tlle 

ene Ge4 ••• This entails ••• the dut7 ef suffering martyr­

doa,it necessary •••• !herefere this real •on4 •f unien 

is net iaposeC fr•• without,9ut coaea frea •it~1n •• (l9e) 

Visoreua differences et opinien regarCiq the nature 

an4 significance ef the B19le were expresset at the 

oonventiena ef 1908 and 19•9. Julian Morsenstern rea4 a 

paper acceptiDC and appreving Bi9le science and explaining 

that the value et the Bi9le,in its new light, for Refera 

lay in its decuaentiq the growth ef the spliit ef 

Judaisa, tbe ever • grewing lmewledge ef Get.• Refora has 

ne ne.ed to fear B19le soience,he assured the Conference. !• 

the contrar7,B19le science sanctions Refora and gives it 

directien. (l9l) 

The· paper eveke4 a aixed reaction. Adaitting that 

theereticall,y • we • are in accer4 with Higher Criticiaa, 

one speaker was treultlecl 97 the Union Pr87er Beek'• 

failure te take it into account aa well aa the cengregati•n' a 

unCerstandiq that wllen • we S&7 :-'> J Ji ~ ft~ c/ • the traditienal 
II 

Biltle is aeant.~ Why delude eurselvea a9out this ?, he aske4. 

An enthusiastic reactien to an anti-Zieniat passage ef 

llorgenatern•s paper was pretestet. Another speaker ebjecte4 

to the paper as a whole,asserting that there was soae 

truth te Schechter' s quip,• Higher Criticiaa was Ri&her 

antisemitisa.• There had ieen insufficient pointing out 
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of the positive value ef the Biile in the light et 

Htaher Criticisa,he felt.< 192) 

The follewing 7ear,during a diacuaaien ef curricula 

for Jewish achoola,there are•• the queatien et uatna the Bi,le 

aa a ohiltren• a ten. Among the MD7 ce-nta M4• waa hiller'• 
~ asaerti-s that • We are net li,lielatera • and that 1l• cu• 

net ie11eve in the Biile•, i.e. ill • its letter aa it stand.a.• 

1-ecliatel.7 two speakers eijecte4. The Biile,1JIClu4ing 

•the Paallla and everythiaS • ia the • Werd et Get •,••• 

proteate4.•Let it net ge fert~ that here it was aait the Bi'l• 

1a net eur textiook.• A aecend speaker ltegan \1 anneunciBS 

that he waa a srad.uate ef the Jewiala Theolesical ie•'"Ar7• 

(:lhrenreich; he 1s alrea47 liate4 aa a Cen:ference MDU' 

in the preeeediqa ef 19e'7) • I hue ieen tryiq te telve 

int• the secrets and JIYSteriea ef Reform Judaiaa aa uater-

s teot i7 the Cenference, iut have ieen unaile to fathoa the• ao 

far, he went en sarcastically. • I aa astoun4ed t11at the prea1-

~
clent ef the Beltr .. Unien Cellege slaould make tile atate•nt 

that the Biile 1a net the Wer4 ef Ge4 ••• • We hatre iea 

old that the Tal.aud 1.s net ant the Midraah 1a net.• 'lhat J!. 
auther1tat1.ve, he 1.nquJ.re4. Re received no rep17 ie7en4 

Philipaen'a adroit explanation that Kehler 1.ntendet te 

convey i7 Ilia remark that • not only the Biile iut 

everythi.DS that has ieen ireught ferth iy the spirit et 

J .. ish traclitien is our torch.• !o this Kehler aaaentet.<19') 
Toward a izate .. tic~ !he•l•ll 

The presidential address et 19•4 aade no mention et 
cR 
~eeds iut individual speakers called for a d1.acuaaiea et 
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• creeta er pretestet the attempt t• tr1me degua lt7 

• &Jl accitental aajerit7• et a centere1nce er spo4 et arq t7P•• 

The clanger ot schiaa 1n Israel ltecaua11 et a er"' was 

nantienet onoe •re,and. these incliaed. te 4e~were 

a4v1ce4 te fermil.ate an4 pultliah the• witheut iJUliatiq 

611 their acoettance '' ethera.Cl94) 

Meamrhile, tile Centereaoe reliet ea tile Ua1-

Prqer Beek wua tlle eocaaiea ter acqu.aintina peepl• 

with tlle tenet• et JuA&iaa arese.(l95) 

IA• fellewiq 7ear ~Iller, u o~i.r- et a apeaial 

oellaittee •• Pr•t••••r llarsel1•' paper ea J .. i•ll !lle•l-.T 

,re&A a repert pra1.a1Ja& &1111 t~•nk1ng lllargelia fer Ilia 

reaearcll ltut &Avi•ila& agaiallt :termlatilq a creet fer 

aetera aleae, ( as llargelis taa4 prepea•tt) 1'at it pnve 

•cllia•ti• &Jld ltecause it would lte cen1tr&17 te the spirit 

aad tr .. iti•• et Jwlaiaa. Inatea4,the c~e..ttt•• •umi••tet,let 

a ee-1.ttH }te appeilltet te ad.vi•• tke centereac• ea ti. 

teaa .. 1lit7,et preaentiag a a7ate .. tic ezpeaitiea et tile 

J .. iall article• et faith • frea a llutnrioal u4 de.-tic 

peint e:t vi•• • te tlle bgliall speak~~ werl4. 

Oal.7 :ter tile sake et • ear spiritual iatep•D.4-• • 

trea Ortlle4eJq weuld. an eccuienal ata1;eaeat et Re:t•ra 

prinoiplea,lik• tlle Pittalturp Plattena,lte juatitie4. 

We are net • Refer• Jen • ltut • Jen "; eur allegiance 

is te Judaisa.< l96) 

!raclitienalisa seeu • te lte 1a t)lle ascntenc7 at 

present •, the repert aait, and we are Refer119ra inaaauca 

aa •• eppeae atagnatien and recognise dlifferencea ill 
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\elle:t aatl practice. But •• bl•• ef enly eae !erala,eae 

Israel,••• Get. Renae the atteapt saeuld \e aatle te 

f •rmllate net Ref era .Ju4a1sa \ut Ju4ai11a. !'he atte11Pt• 

in Englisk ,, ichechter, .. atefiere, •· Jeaeph, aa4 1• 

G~ \7 Gut•- ancl Baeck are aet equal in pewr 

and theroqlmeaa te ceapara\le Christia.a e:tferta. 

A ce.nttee saeuld '• appeiatecl te cen'."eapencl witll etller 

erganisatieaa with the •-e •'ject. (l9"7) 

llars•l1• •'jectet tut a cred fe1~ Re:tera •eul4 ut \e 

aca1•-t1o except t• the ezte11.t tllat Jttwrr wu alr•ad.J 

d1v1de4. Te ua, he teld tile Cea:tereaae1, Jflflr7 1.a a olluroll, 

the diapersiea ia final, and •• weuld c:eeriia&t• euraeln• 

net wita • natien.a • \ut with the Chrilstiaa claurell er 

any etaer \ety e:t religieu interest a, 1r1 th th•• te ••rlc 

'fer the \etteraent e'f men.. The •7Jl&a•PLe,he centinuea, 

in ertler t• ceapete wita ad \e anters1;eet \7 ta• cmrcll, 

11Ut aalce aer pesiti•• blewn. Agaiaat llarpli.a, aeveral e:t 

~•lller•a ee..tttee meuera .... lcnewn taeir appreval of 

~•lll•r' s critic iaaa aa4 dclet aeae e:t tlleir •-· ( l9&) 

Ia tile en4, ~•aler•a •tien waa p1LSset aa4 11&rse:i.1a• 

\,ypaaaH. ( l99) 111. tae preoee41qa ef t~Le nezt t•• year• 

there 1• ••11.tieaH a ce-1ttee en TA• JClueratiea et a 

Szateaatio J .. 1.aa !heeleg, \ut n.• rept•rt was r•a47 eitaer 

year ant tile ce .. 1tt•• ••• centinuecl. 

!he first rep•rt, given in 19•8 \y chairaan i. ichulaan, 

tailed te •ntien arq atteapt at illcludliq ether greupa 

in the venture. It \egan \7 telliq e'f the frequent calla 

fer a creed in the past years te end the. • anarcll1at1• 
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illcliv14ual1aa ·• raapant 1a Refer• Ju4a1•a. !hta aaarc~, 

iclaulaaw aaicl, waa e.zacgeratet; uaaniait7 actaall.7 exi•t•• 

en tua._ntala,aa was alaewa )7 the serMU ant practice• 

et Ret•ra o engregat ieu. llanutac ture4 oree4a are 

oentrU'7 te Jutaiaa's amiua,he oeatinue4, tlleelegioal \' 

autherit7,uvtna, ill tlae paat, teriY .. tr• tlae pn•lpter'~ 

learaiq ancl character. Ievertlleleas, clear .tlliaklq ... 

an effective preaentati•• ef Ju4aiaa •ult )e ait .. )7 tM 

Ceafereaa•'• pu)li•laina a velume et •••a.T• en tlle eaaential 

iteaa •f Juiaiaa. !kill eziatina oe..ittee •ul.4 lea~t• 

. the ~itera - pretera)17 Centereaoe •uen )at ut neoeaaaril.7, 

it )eiq 1Ulterateet tllat • tlae a11tllerit7 et tlle eaaqa •al.4 

tepea4 entirel.7 upen tlle writera.• !la•••• were auageat .. 

ant it waa netet,tlaat,iteall.7• ••• - alleult write tile wll.el• 

•f aucll a ••rk. nea aucll a •n appeara,llia vi- will 

oeapel aaaent )7 their •- autller1t7 ! .. antiae, tu 

O•-ittM •Y•B tlai• p1-,e.Ul1q tlae ceafereao• t• 

ceatri\ate t;. tlle uaitioati•• et Jewiall tlleuglat witll•llt 

avel~~:-_r a or••• er a a7ate-tie tla••l•S7• ( 2") 

Oae ce-1.ttee •a)er,Dr. l'rieil'UIAR,waB aaaiJlat 

tllia repert ant •ti•• \ecauae (1) it 41t aet fulfill 

tlle ce~ereaoe•a erigiaal 1.Jltent1ea,v1s., te ela\erate 

a a7steaatie the•l•S7 f:Ct. cl••• et ~•11.ler•a paper,Y•ar'••k 

vel.XV,pp 83-lli] ; (2) tJaiq several •••a.Ti•t• .. 1114 

result 1a iaoeaaiatellC• an4 illcehereacae.< 2• 1) 

!Jae cliacuaaiea wlaiell en.suet reveal•• that ~elaler was 

&iaaelt prepart.a a '••k •• J .. ish tlleel•S7• Ke, t••• 
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eltjeote4 te tile repert ltecauae (1) tile e••A7• ••ulcl lte 

••re • 41aaertat1eaa • iaateacl et • sele .. a.A autlleritative• 
~ 

preaentatieaa ef Ju4aiaa,an4 (2) ..Utiple autller~ •lliJ 

O&Jlllet ~••ult 1aa a un1f18' tlleele17.C 2e2) 

Other speakers apprevecl tile repert,aetima •itll aatiafaot1•• 

•r regret that tile eriaiaal ilea ef an effioial oree4 &at 

· lteea altanteael. !Ile 41acuaa1ea tllea tura .. te tile tr•'lea 

et appreviq tile •••8-7•. Skeult tkia lte tile rea,.aailtUit7 

et tile ce-1.ttee er et tile tdaele cellfereMe ? ... l•• 

apparentl.7 cenaiteret ·~· tkia •••8-7-JrejMt aa atte.,t 

at a oreel -ant arsu .. fer kee11na tile apprev~ pewer 

1a the llaaia et tile Ceatereaoe. fttl•••• felt o•tru1nae, 

tkat tile eaaa,ra •ull aveil all tile lifficultiea et a er ... 

• •U• siviq u.a all tile •ral au1pert • ef a oreel; we are 

ut tZ'J'iq te •••ale in a creel er put tlle • stamp ef tile 

Cellfereaoe • •• tile•• •••9¥•,•• let tile ce-1.ttee 4ee11e. 

i1111lar epiaiena were ezpreaael en ltetk sii•• aa4 eae 

speaker oil-ff Ilia ~.•8.Tiq that t .. lqa ltefere Jae 

• ple .. el • for tile Ceatereaoe•a lillitina 1at1vilualiaa 

aacl •nliq fertll • •••tllina witlleu tlle perpetual 

warai.. tkat tllia was •1.apl.7 an 1Ja41v14ual expreaaiea.• 

But uw,ae centinuel, I warn tile Celderenoe acaiut 

iaauPla tlleae eaa9¥a witaeut such a warnina. F1Jaal17, 

tile .. tiea waa paaaet lt7 a vet• ef 25 - 15 • <2•') 

!Ile fell••ing 7ear tile celllaittee ceul4 repert 

•nl.7 • pr•sr••• •, tile werk having lteen 4•19¥•4, ioll•lwan 

explainel, lt7 the departure ef seae et tke celllaittee 

mea9era frea aealership in the Cen.fer8aoe.< 2• 4) 
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Ac.U.. aa 1a tile previeua periet,practioal ceaaiterati• .. 

exertet mere ferce tluul 1teeleg1oal aee'8. Ia 19•6 

a ceaaittee recollllleadet tJaat tile ceatereace iasue a aerie• 

et pepular tracts aa4 listei, aa•a& the suagestei au)jeota, 

T!••l•c.t• Tae queatiea waa illllleiiately raisei; .. ui, Q7-

~I autaerit7 'e 1.ap~lf•' ? After liacuasi•• tile eatir• 

aatter waa peatpeaei t next 7 ar. <2• 4 •) !Jae fell•wi.Da -
7ear it waa paas•' after a iiaouaaiea tJaat eitJaer tera•t 

er ianerei tile erigillal 41tf1oult7 aa4 was eocup1 .. 

priJIU'ily •1tll tile queatiea et fiaaacos. !Jau tile oeatere .. e 

aar•eA te pu'li•ll. tract •• tJaeele17.< 2•5>c ... equ••tl.7 

•WJau De Jm Believe• )7 B.Q.bel•• waa pu'liaJa ... aai pretac .. 

97 tlle •arJliq tllat • altJaeug)a pu'liaael ••• ,7 tae '•atereaoe, 

these pu911oat1oaa are aet te •• res~•' aa efticial pre••111l•e­

aeata. Tae writer 1st al••• respeaai,le fer tke vi ... 

~reaente ... • !llia, ieapite the Tr .. t Celllllittee's 

leacriptiea ef Kaelew'a •••&71 aa • a clear ani excellea~ 

preaentatiea et tae eaaentiala et Juiaiaa.•( 296) 

Ia tile Jaeatet enaui.Jaa diacuaaiea,tJae pre)lea et 

autherit7 versus free4ea was selvet fiaall7 ,,. a peculiar 

4ec1a1ea te eliaiaate the •'j .. tiena,le preface 'ut te 

cenaiier all tracts aa repreaeatuaa •nl.7 tae6r authera 

opini• .. ,ca.7) -

A aiailar practical pre,lea and seluti•• ••cure' 

•itJa re1ari te the Ministers Bant'••k.The ce .. ittee 

reapensi'l• fer writiDC ene reperted in 1996 that it hat 

• takea tile li,ert1 of aid1D1 ••• ~elllar and DeutscJa te 

the cellllittee te feraul.ate a nua•er ef Balaket ••• (te) 
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aerTe as a sui4aace fer Retera Ra\bia.• Deapite 

uaurwes tut •• ceas traiDt was intentet, tu lla).!k•t 

were \raatet,ia the cliaouaai••• • e,••r, Sll.ulchaa Arull •, 

ant ra\\ia requiriq • pitance " wu-.e a4viaet te write 

private letter• te • n et • larpr experienee. • b• 

tile puageatiea that a '••k et • dvioe • \e pu\li•ll .. 

,,. tile oeatereue was att•k .. \7 Pll.ilipaea aat .. rpa­

atera,ne warae4 tllat tile taild et • a11tllerit7 • wult 

oliq te it. Peru .. tile private letter• et un.ee 

atpt '• pu•lishecl u a \eek et re•p•DB'9i \ut .. •r• tllu tut. 

It was vetet. te exclut• tr•• tile ee .. i~t••'• repert 

all retereue te laalaket~ 2•8) 

!Jae .. zt oeaventi••'• preaitential at4reaa ur .. 4 tile 

creatien et a cemn1ttee en Reap• .. _ te pu•li•k ill eacll 

year' a p:reeeetiqa tlleir answer• te ritual quest ieu put 

te tll ... !he oenventiea,ia 41.acuasien• tecitet tllat tlle 

reapeaa~ all.eult Dllt \e tiacuaa.. en the fleer '•t•r• 
·pu\11cat1ea 'ecauae tllia weul4 iapl.J' tkat tll.e7 II.at tile au­

tll.erit7 et tile Ceaternoe \ehiacl tile• ! It was a4eptet tut tile 

executive celllaittee aleae weuld paaa en which reapeu~ weult 

appear 1a tile Year'••b,aat .it na e:i.earl.7 statet tut tile 

reapena~ were • 1adiv14Dal epiaieu.•< 2•9) 

!Ile 191• repert ef tke ceanittee en tile 111.aiater•a 

Bancl\eek suagestet terms fer varieua ritual• 1.Jlcluting 

a Cen!irllatien iervice. It rece111Dended a Declaratien et 

Jnislll J'aitll., in creetal fera,d.efining Gecl,the nature 

an4 ent ~f aan,Israel,\ody and aeul,~ incluied tll.eedio7, 

revelatien and Messianic dectriaes. Philipaea 1nqu1re4 
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durinc tlle iiacusaiea,are the clailtren te • vew er 1weu 

tea soaetaina ?• We have n• right te t .. ant intellectual '•11et, 

anether aiclei,enly in the reala et rigat ancl wreq can we aake 

deaancla. Cllilclren sheuld llake a peaitive atfiraatien, 

ichnlu11 repliei,aayiq • I ltelin• and. I accept fer 

myself the reli,&ien et tlle tatkera.• Intelleotual 

ielief JJB.¥ chance,he agreet,ltut we aheul4 lay •••P 

teuniatiell.8 ~• that • tlle ster.a sllall net teuch thea.• 

fhe ce1111ittee•a sucgeatiea was appreve• lt7 the centerende 

an4 it feuni itself again ill tke incenaistent pesitien 

Wiae ieprecatei se ~ 7eara ltetere; it had an efficiall7 

approve• cen:tirmatien catechiaa ltut ne Cen:terence '--' 
appreve4 ereet.< 2le) 

!'W9 iec .. ea et ee .. itteea an4 diacu.asien had aa ita ene 

cencrete result tae efficial rejectien,lty a narrew vete, 

•t the autllerit7 et peat- Biltlical Jewiaa literature. 
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BOTBS 

All references are to Year Books of the c.c.A.R. 

~l) 1889 P. 3tt. 
2) 1891 4 Schoentarber 

( 8) 1889 3,4. 
(4) 1890 19 Wiae 
(5) 1892 3,109-10 

1894 69-74 
1991 4-5 

(6) 1890 10 
(7) 1894 69-74 Wiae 
(8) 1890 7-8 

1894 67-74 
(9.) 1889 S-4 
(l) 1890 16-17 

1892 4 
1893 25 
1894 69-'74 

(11) 1892 101"!"8.-J.09-10 
( 12) 1890 10 
(13) 1890 19 
(14) 1892 101-6 
(15) 1892 101-6 
(16) 1890 17-18 Wiae 
(17) 1891 5 Schoenfarber 
(18) 1892 14-21 Moaea 
(19) 1893 27-29 Wiae 
(20) 1890 17 Wiae 

1894 121-5 Landa berg 
(21) 1892 4 Wiae 
(22) 1892 14-21 
(23) 1892 '74 
(24) 1890 18-19 Wiae 
(25) l~l 52-5 Ph111paon 
(26) 1890 17-18 Wiae 
(27) 1892 106-8 Kohler 
(28) 1889 3 
(29) 1890 16-17 
(30) 1890 S0-31 
(t5~ 1890 sort 
(31) 1894 69-'74 Wiae 
(32} July Convention 

1892 31-2 
(33) Mid-winter 

Cont ere nee ot 1892 6 
(34) 1893 27-9 Wiae 
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(35) 1896 P.17- 18 
(36) 1893 35-6 
(37) 1893 44 
(38) 1896 17-18 
( 39) 1894 ee-9 
(40) 1894 89 
(41) 1894 89-90 
(42) 1894 9'1 
(43) u. 1894 132,l&e-6,141-5 
(44) 1895 90-1,104-6 B2r adl 
(45) 1895 138-9 
(46) 1896 7 Becbt 
(47) 1898 u-12 
(48) 1901 25-7 Liberman 
(4~ ) 1896 93-98 Aaron 
(Sf) 1896 26-8 

, 

(51) 1898 50 
(52) 1900 104-132 Bnolow 
(53) 1896 21-28 Bl'ftoh 
(54) 1896 26-28 Aaron 
(55) 1902 37 S11Tel'llan 
(56) 1902 96 

(6!1) 
1903 26-28 
1903 306-8 •arg0l1a 

{58) 1904 109 
(59) 1896 9, 98 
(60) 1896 9 

1898 16 
1900 2~4 
1901 16-17 

(61) 1900 ~3-147' 7~t-77 
1901 . 8&-7 
1902 M 

(62) 1884 4 
1890 23 
1896 43,47,49, 71,172-7 
1900 73-77 
1902 26-32 

(63) 1902 94-5 
(64 ) 1890 7-8 Balm 
(65) 1894 133-136,141-145 
(66) 1892 109-10 ttohler 

1894 141-5 
(67 ) 1894 132 Jtohler 

1898 85-6 
(68) 1894 133-6 Jtoh).er 
(69) 1896 26-8, 93-8 

1897 1-2 
1901 16-18,122-124 
1902 237 

(70 ) 1899 202-8 
1898 85-6 
1900 98-9 
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(71) 1896 •• 26-28,93-98 
1898 85-6 
19Ul 106-118 

(72} 1901 16-17 
(73) 1901 141\ 
(74) 1898 11-14 
(75) 1894 133-6 
(76) 1894 141-5 
~77) 1895 90-1, 104-5 
TS) 1894 145 

1898 81-90 
(79) 1897 29-33 
(80) 1889 39 

1902 26-32, 93, 96-7 
(81) 1903 328-330 
(82) 1901 114 

1902 26-38 
(83) 1901 116-124 

1902 17 
(84) 1902 17, 92 

1903 26-8 
(85) 1901 124 
(86) 71...:... ~ 0..... ~-(4~~~f~. s.schecter 
(87) 1902 226-236 
(88) 1902 26-38,92 

1903 19-20 
(89) 1903 237 
(90) 1894 133-6 
(91) 1899 56 
(92) 1901 17-18 
(93) 1902 18-19 
(94) 1902 43 
(95) 1903 18 
(96) le90 18-19 
(97) 1898 46, 85-6 

1899 202-8 
(98) 1901 106-115 

1903 93 
(99) 1894 136-8 Kohler 

1895 83 Moaea 
1895 96-111 Bi rs ch 

(100) 1898 96 
1900 23 

(101) 1894 133-138 
1897 VII 
1898 92-3 
1903 3~ 

{102) 1894 132,138-142 
1896 98 

(103) 1894 132, 136-141 
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(104) 1904 194-6 
(105) 1895 96-111 
(106) 1994 133 

1895 96-lll 
(107 ) 1895 96-111,134-143 

1898 11-15 
1901 25 
1903 329-330 

(108) 1896 93-98 
(109) 1894 138-141 Koh1er 

1895 96-111 Hirsch 
1900 88 

(110) S..u.. ~ l'I, 
(111) 1895 25 

1896 60-61 
(112) 1896 17-19 
(113) 1897 XII-XIII 

1898 18 
(114) l..895 11-12,37-52,59-63 
(115) 1881 16-17,60-61 
(116) 1895 113-133 
(117) 1898 51 

1899 28~ 
(118} 1901 33-4 
(119) w.. ocf?° s 't ff 
(120) 19 148-164 
(121) 1898 47,54 

1899 40, 89-90 
(122) 1897 XXVIII-XL, XXXVII 
(123} 1898 38-44 
(124) 1899 75-84,91-97 

1900 51-2 
1901 · 28-9 

(125) 1900 73-7 
1902 94 

(126) 1899 27, 86,88 
1901 33-4 
1902 92 

(127) 1892 95 
(128) . 1@94 75 
(129) 1814 18-19, 63-69 
(130) 11e1·· , 16-17,33,76-77,83 
(131) 1897 XII-XIII 
(132) 1897 54- 65 
(133) 1897 XXXIV 
(134) 1899 86.88 

1901 33-34 
1902 36 
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. (135) 1902 P.35 
(136) 1903 74, 306, 307-308 
(137) 1903 319-337 
(138) 1903 26-28 
(139) 1904 19,22,l09-ll6 
(140) 1904 196,200,148-9 
(141) 1904 109-116 
(142) 1904 27,146-8 
(143) 1904 148-9 
(144) 1904 149-161 
(145) 1905 66-72 
(146) 1905 176-9 
(147) 1905 110-1 
(148) 1905 119-126 
(14:&) 1906 132-4 
(149) 1906 lM 
(150) 1906 141-142, 52-56 
(151) 1904 28, 119, 160-1 
(l~) 1904 137-9 
(153) 1904 29 
(154) 1907 161-2, 179-80 

1908 144-6 
1909 196-200 

(155) 1907 160-3 
1909 401-14 

(156) 1905 163-4, 254-7 
1907 160, 16~-4 

(157) 1905 127-132 
(158) 1904 75-80 
(159) 1907 179 
(160) 1905 247-8 
(161) 1907 118-21 
(162) 1907 223 
(163) 1907 179-8:5 
(164) 1908 50 
(165) 1904 33-5 

1910 296 
(166) 1906 307-8 

1907 160-61 
1908 144-6 
1909 155-6, 196-200 
1910 139-41,160 

(167) 1910 284-92 
(168) 1907 163-7 
(169) 1901 36-7 
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(170) 1904 P.32-5. 179-91 
(171) 1904 65-73 
(172) 1905 259-65 
(173) 1902 98-9 
(174) 1905 184,111 
(175) 1905 165 
(176) 1906 213 
(177) 1906 317-8 
(178) 1907 31,33-4,139 
(179) 1907 81 
(180) 1907 222 
(181) 1910 284-92 
(182) 1908 144-6 

1109 196-200 
1910 2Sf-92 

(183) 190& 2.9: 
(184) 1906 227 
(185) 1906 212 
(186) 1907 39, 132 
(187) 1905 103-• 
(188) 1907 183-6 
( 189) 1905 192-4 
(190) 1905 111 
(191) 1908 217-38 
(192) 1908 239-48 
(193) 1909 122-4 
(194) 1904 19, 196-200 
(195) 1904 162-3 
(196) 1905 83-l.Ol 
( 197) ~ 1901 97-102 
(198) 1905 104-110 

* 
(199) 1905 110 
(200) 1908 106-9 
(201) 1908 109 
(202} 1908 110-1 
(203) 1908 111-2 cf 142b 
(204) 1910 111-2 
(204'i 1906 174-80 
(20~) 1907 108-12 
(206) 1908 62-3 
(207) 1908 63-73,142a 
(208) 1906 58-63 
(209) 1907 118-19, 123, 157 
(210) 1910 113-15, 121-25 

* (199&) 1906 72 
1907 117 
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