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INTRODUCTION

j In this thesis, I propose to present a picture of
the life and experiences of the Jews in Germany in the
twelfth century. Although the twelfth century marks one of
the most tragic episodes in an already tragic history,
nevertheless we have few reliable sources from which to
draw material which we can use in reconstructing the history
of the period. In the main such secondary sources as

Graetz, Gudemann, and Dubnow derive their information from
->©o and to a lesser extent from

edited by Neubauer and Stem,

According to Epstein, r'^’on vso was not written
M

Epstein further maintains that ?'orr*

the first portion of t3'? ’on

the name
This first section includes the

The second section
At the be-
P P'l'O!} 790

chapters

)

which is
actually appears

J

’/<->’ f/o.

J f i As a matter of fact, 
at the head of the page. 
first thirteen chapters of the book.

- ,J includes chapters fourteen through twenty six.
I ginning of c^apter^ fourteen we find the words 

indicating that it is the beginning of a new tract.

J\ 'l7(-,S> O .

Another most valuable source of information is the HebrSische 
Berichte uBer die Judenverfolgungen wahrend der Kreugzuge

by one author but is instead the product of multiple author- 
;ship.I Probably the three most prominent authors of this Q 

work were ?’onr> and 'tj-> .
<2- wrote /A 

entitled/0';?'/? '
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$
confine themselves to a discussion of repentance
At the head of chapter twenty seven we find the words ■oo pj

p'^'on indicating that this is the third section of the book.

in the remainder of the book. This final section of p'l'on ■»&<»
deals with a number of different subjects so that it seems

h

of two of the men who were responsible for the

a

also had a daughter whose name was

A iw'zl/-

\

fourteen and fifteen deal with a great variety of subjects 
while the remainder of the chapters in the second section

Rabbi Kalonymos, the father of Samuel Hechasid^lived in 
Mainz until the year 1096. At the time of the decrees, 
(against Jews) he left the city of his.birth and took up

■ f v a . ( HT-i) .
residence in speyer, ^Rabbi Samuel juechasid had two sons 

was Rabbi Abraham who was the head of the

BAA?

AY *■ One.

that the compiler has united the remainder of the book 

into one tract.2 

book, nubnow says: p >)/r/vn -rafi/rfii — /P /•?»'*' a/?

concerning the dating of this important

It would be well now to consider briefly the lives I 
z>aol it 'J

* i
1 Af-Vtr I By

Speyer, and the other was Judah Chasid who left Speyer in
the year 1195 for Regensburg and died there in 1217. He "f"

f ^V) - 
and who married / '

W IK , 
C-.

W.r

and who married
2yt>)/f ‘Ti/r '»->the famous preacher of Wirtzberg.4 
Samuel did not allow himself to be influenced by the "pil- 
pulism" of his day.

3

Incidentally, we never come across the title P'l'on



God were entirely out of keeping with the more orthodox
views of his day,

wereb

Kalonymos for at that time
down from father to son.

^A

7^1 A

but it must have been approximately 1180.

not much is known about the life of Rabbi Judah
He—Chasid and that which is known seems to approach being

Zunz says that Judah He-uhasid’s

?

We do not possess the exact date of Rabbi Samuel’s death,

good deeds as well as investigation of the 
fundamental®

f'f^n Ip*'1'*-

Also Samuel’s views with regard to the service of

classified as Hagaddah.

4 7 s

a'/woJ were fundamental? Rabbi Samuel composed 
p'm'T) for the Meohilta and the Sifra^ however he engages 
for the most part in the ywV/o . He received ./
his knowledge in this field from his father Raobi

He did not believe that the study of 
the Talmud was all important, but rather maintained that

"mystical secrets" were handed

> £ fa z'h
r~ -

ir'sW / »

and
O’

LPr*

During his lifetime, Rabbi
Samuel travelled about a great deal^ as did many of the 
scholars of his day. However there was this destruction,

fjpfr/vrA-r Pa
^/r (ptfi 'n^ j./J'r rA-nJ7d> Am /1A

•?'Jo>/^ 7



life and thoughts were for more exalted than those of the9
members of his generation. While they knew nothing about
philosophy, he found in the word , the Gemattriah

While the people used to attempt to
shorten their prayers so that they could hasten to their

There is a great deal of disagreement

However, since these dates do not

valuable source book for this period. Here we find five
accounts of what transpired during the time of the

The five accounts are as follows: (1) Berichturusades.
des Salomo bar Simeon, (2) Bericht des Elieser bar Nathan,
(3) Bericht des Mainzer Anonymus, (4) Bericht des .Ephraim

Many ofbar Jacob, (5) Bericht des blasar bar Judah.

Hebraische aeriohte uber die Judenverfolgungen
wahrend der Kreugzuge by Neubauer and Stern is also a most

.Epstein/the a says
and Graetz claims that the date of

direct his energy toward Theosophy (

differ radically^ anyone of them would probably approximate 
the year of his death.

Rabbi judah was opposed to the idea of learning merely for 
learnings sake.

studies, he lengthened his prayers by attempting to delve 
into its mysteries.®
among scholars with regard to the date of Judah’s death. 
«' 10Gudemann says that he died in 1216, 
that he died in 121711 
his aeath is 1226.12

He was the first man in Germany to
£7/r /rCoZ/c



these accounts are repetitious and overlap, however, this
serves as a means of checking one account against another
and thus determing the reliability of a statement. we also

This
book closely resembles in its manner of

It also
contains a g eat many piyyuttim which were composed during
the 12th and 13th centuries and which express the feelings
of the people of that time.

In dealing with my subject, I shall divide my work
into four sections (1) The Family (2) The Synagogue (3)
The community (4) The crusades. I believe that these four
sections taken as whole will present a composite picture
of the "The Life of the dews in Germany in the 12th century?

find similar accounts in by Bernfeld.

narrating the tragedies which befill the Jews.



I

GENERAL BACKGROUND

In order that we might properly understand the
position of the jews in Germany in the 12th century, it
is necessary for us to first acquaint ourselves with the
general history of that country. It has been properly
said that the Jewish people serve as a barometer of con
ditions --  wherever we find the Jews being well treated
and enjoying freedom and equality we may expect to find
a sound government whose people are happy — however,
wherever we find a persecuted Jewish community we may be
sure that the foundation of that government is rotten and
that it is beginning to totter. This fact must be borne

as it shall later be-

but was rather a manifestation of the abnormal unrest which
was prevalent throughout Europe at the time.

At the beginning of the 12th century we find that
there is a terrific struggle between henry IV and the

To no one did this situation give so much causePapacy.
for dissatisfaction as the heir to the throne --  the
Henry V.
would be the authority to which he would succeed. He knew
that he might expect the reconciliation with the Pope that

f^oung
The longer his father lived, the weaker he felt

constantly in mind by the reader foxy
the persecution of the Jewish people duringcome obvious^

the 12th century was not merely an isolated incident



?» was denied to his father, and that the Germans would will-

On December 12

to the Pope. In the course of time he wore the complete
support of Saxony and a large part of bavaria. He now tookb
the field against his father and marched on mayence. How-

Henry IV and so after taking
His father followed hard on his tracks
Then followed a bit of treachery on

the part of Henry V. Promising to assist his reconciliation
with the Pope, he persuaded his father to meet him and

He then induced his father toaccompany him to icayence.
dismiss his retinue, and on arriving at neugen, represented

The emperor was brought

in prison, he surrendered the royal insignia, promising a
humble confession of his misdeeds and even resignation of

In 1106 the Emperor escaped from captivity andhis throne.

)

retire to Ratisbon.
and retook Wurzburg.

the danger of going to mayence and enticed him into the 
castle of Bockelheim where he kept him a close prisoner.

ingly accept the leadership of one who was at the same time 
lawful king and in communion with the Pope.

when his father

At Xmas a diet was held at mayence.
before the diet and crushed in spirit by his sufferings

Henry V escaped by night to Ratisbon and placed himself 
at the head of the discontented nobles.1

CAM

ever, the Rhine towns stood firm in their loyality to
Wurzburg, he was forced to

heard of this he begged him to return^ but Henry V refused 
to listen to an excomunicated man and began making overtures



was strongly supported in Lorraine and the .Rhine towns.>
The following spring henry V was severely defeated outside

so he took ill at Liege and died on August 7th.'

Once his father was dead, it was not long before
Henry V threw off his mask and renewed the old struggle

!»
At last in 1110 Henry decided to go to Rome to effect a

In

and wrung from the Pope the concession of investiture and
received from him the imperial crown. In the year 1106
Henry v appointed Adalbert as his chancellor and with the
death of the archbishop Ruthard in 1109 Adalbert was invested
as his successor by the king. At once a change in Adalbert’s
interests became manifest. As chancellor, he had been an
ardent imperialist — the right hand man of the king. But

his interests diverged and the cause of the
He took a strong church line and pro

fessed an ultra papalist standpoint. In November 1112 the
breach took place which definitely ranged Adalbert on the

The final cause of this breachside of the king’s enemies.

settlement in person and to obtain the imperial crown.
August, he entered Italy at the head of an imposing army

of^lower Lorraine,
;e. However,

as archbishop 
"princes became his.

of Emperor versus Pope. For the first five years of his 
reign, the itsue with the Pope was the leading question,3

of Liege by a coalition of inike Henry
Count Godfrey of manner, and the people/ Liegs
this campaign proved to be too stremious for Henry IV and
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seems to have been a quarrel over two castles in the
palatinate, which Adalbert refused to abandon. As a result
he was taken prisoner and exposed to severe privations.
This treatment of the archbishop was the signal for wide
spread revolt throughout cermany. On November 1st 1115

enemies refused to appear. Realizing Henry’s weakness, the
people of mayence assailed hi::: and forced him to releaseb Adalbert.

in December, Adalbert was reconciled with

as hostages. However, immediately following this he went
to cologne where a synod was held at which the ban of the
church was pronounced against the hmperor.

In spite of the dangerous situation in cermany, Henyy* embarked on an expedition to Italy in Lent 1116 and was
On September 29, 1121 a diet metabsent for two years.

and an armistice was arranged which besides reestablishing
order in cermany, created the necessary conditions precedent
to a settlement of the issue between Pope and Emperor.

Henry was to recognize the Pope and meanwhile king, churches
and individuals were to be in undisturbed possession of

Prisoners and hostages were to betheir rights and land.

b

At Speyers
the hmperor taking an oath of fealty and giving his nephews

Henry, seeking to establish peace in his country, summoned 
a diet to meet at mayence but he waited in vain as his



mutually restored. ■rhe princes then bound themselves to
use their mec iation between Emperor and Pope to settle
this conflict.

On the 23rd of September 1122, the uoncordat of
This was a treaty for peace between theWorms took place.

two great powers, the spiritual and the temporal heads of

On his death bed, Henry made his nephew, vuke
Frederick of swabia, his heir and named him as his successor.
The Archbishop of Mayenee who was Henry’s bitterest enemy
used every means in his power to defeat the candidature

And so by his skilful manipulation hisof Henry’s heir.
The opening yearscandidate ipthar was elected as king.

of Lothar’s reign were marked by widespread unrest. Huke
I' Frederick (Hohenst aufen) and Lothar almost immediately

clashed over the question of the tsalian inheritance. A

diet found Frederick guilty of high treason and on January
1126 he was placed under the ban of the Empire. When
Lothar undertook an expedition against Frederick, the

attempts were unsuccessful since Lothar had the support

&

western christendom. It gave recognition to the position 
the Pope had acquired in the course of the struggle.4

Hohenstaufens met with such success that they.now.,proposed 
to wrest the crown.itself from Lothar.5 However, these
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of the church hierarchy. with regard to elections, Lothar
bent to the wishes of the church party and refrained from
exercising the right granted him by the concordat of Worms.
The reign of Lothar from the point of view of church politics
marks the consummation of the victory of the hierarchy.
The more enduring results of his work were — the expansion
of cermany eastwards, the revival of German influence, the
reestablishment of Christian religion and civilization in
Wendish regions.

The Diet of Bamberg which took place in march 1135
the long contested fight with the nohenstaufen was brought
to a close and a peace to last for ten years was proclaimed
throughout Germany. Towards the end of the summer of 1136
Lothar crossed the Alps to take the field against Hoger of

On his return in the following autumn he fell sickSicily.
at Trent, and barely had sufficient strength to reach his

I' own country.
village of nreitenwang on December 4, 1137.

At Lothar’s death it seemed that his logical suc
cessor would be Henry the Proud, since he was one of the

However, Henrywealthiest and most powerful men in Germany.

Before the yeared ar Aix La Chapelle by the papal legate.

He died in a peasant's hut in the Tyrolese
6

did not have the confidence of the church and hence at a 
meeting at cobleng Conrad of nohenstaufen was chosen king 
on the 7th day of march 1138. Ten days later he was crown-
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$ 1138 was far advanced, the old feud of welf and Hohenst-
aufen broke out once more with renewed Bitterness. HOW—
ever, in the summer of 1140 it seems as though the tide of
battle turned in favor of uonrad and so he defeated Welf
at Weinsberg in t>wabis. The moment was now ripe for peace
negotiations between the welfs and the Hohenstaufens and
hence a diet was summoned at rrankfort in may 1142 to give
them effect.

The struggle of the two great families of welf and
Hohenstaufen was not the only source of trouble which dis
turbed the peace of Germany. To add to the misery of war
and devistation from ithich the country suffered, a famine

the year 1146 with lamentations over the afflictions and mis
Pricesfortunes which heavily oppressed their unhappy land.N rose to unprecedented heights; in one place 34 shillings

had to be paid for a measure of wheat; many sustained life

However, all of the trouble at home was forgotten when
Inof the great disaster in the Hast reached Europe.news

1144 Edessa fell and now Jerusalem itself was threatened.
Pope Eugenius III entrusted to Bernard of ulairvaux the preach-

merely on a diet of roots and herbs and many succumbed to a 
death of starvation.7

./ of unheard of seventy_broke out and spread through the 
whole of uermany. Every chronicler fills his narrative of
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$
ing of a crusade.

causea against the Turkish infidel. Persecution of the unhappy
Israelites was the first sign of crusading ardour among the
uerman people. bt. Bernard himself had to hasten into the

* Bernard spent much time attempting to persuade
uonrad to undertake the urusade and finally at the uhrist-
mas festival he was won over by the eloquence of the great
preacher in the uathedral of bpeyers. On March 19, 1147
a diet was held at £rankfort to make special arrangements
for the expedition and for the government in the king’s
absence. Two years later, after the disastrous failure of .

His intentionhis urusade, oonrad wa again in Germany.

* was now to make his long wished for campaign to Italy with
the twofold purpose of receiving the Imperial crown and of
subduing his enemy Boger of bicily. However, all sorts of
inner dissention at home prevented him from realizing his

uonrad soon afterwards fell ill at Bamberg and dieddream.
on February 15, 1152.

Frederick Barbarossa succeeded to the throne of a
kingdom in a state of complete disintegration; a great

country to counteract the misplaced zeal of his fellow 
workers.8

damaged the
by raising the cry against the jews instead of

A'
One of Bernard’s emessaries
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vzant which was its natural consequence. within four years
of his coronation, Frederick, by his masterful rule, had
transformed Germany.

were dealt with by stern punishments.
and the rule of law was established. Frederick made frequent
excursions into Italy. In the intervals between his Italian
campaigns, Frederick paid hurried visits to Germany to set

in order what had gone amiss during his absence. While he
was in the kingdom, the peace was well kept, but when he
was safely beyond the Alps, the old feuds broke out once more.

During this time, Henry the Lion was building up a
strong, well ordered state in the north-east of Germany.
For the first time in history this country became permanent-

The country was so peaceful

to Jerusalem.

family feud divided the land into factions in open hostility; 
internal discord and widespread unrest prevailed every where. 
The country was exhausted by civil war and by the plundering 
and burning which accompanied it; the people by famine and

ly subjected to German rule.
that in 1172 Henry left Germany and set out on a pilgrimage 

Upon his return to Germany we find that he

ueuds were healed, enemies reconciled,
Landfueden were proclaimed in all the duchies,

meets the Emperor frequently and they both apparently are
However, in spite of out-

and affenders /
Order was restored

on cordial terms of friendship.
wards appearances there were nevertheless grounds for friction.
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(1) Welf sold his inheritance to Frederick thus depriving
Henry of a large portion of his family’s estates. (2)

death in the Holy Land.

On Famuary 13, 1179 Henry was
summoned to Worms to answer to charges that he ’’had sorely

the Empire by
their rights.
ately defied the orders of the Emperor. Finally on April
13, 1180 at the diet of EJelnhausen, the duchy of Saxony
was partitioned and Henry was banished under oath not to re
turn without Frederick’s leave.

On the 4th Sunday in Lent, Frederick pledged him
self to recover the Holy City by taking the cross from the

His son Henry, already crownedCardinal Bishop of Albano.
king and Emperor elect, was to take charge of affairs in the

Frederick was anxious to removewest during his absence.
all obstacles from the path of the young ruler and hence
at a diet at Goslar in August 1188 things were manipulated

al three years.

lations with foreign powers who were not in sympathy with 
Frederick’s Italian policy.9

/ • 'I Go

oppressed the liberty of the church and of the princes of 
siting their possessions and by threatening 
However, Henry failed to appear and deliber-

so that Henry was forced to endure banishment for an addition- 
At the head of an army of 20,000 knights.

'0 7 ?

Frederick had attempted, it was said to get into his hands 
the disposal of Henry’s inheritance in the event of the latter^s

(3) Henry had been drawn into re-
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Frederick left Ratisbon early in May 1189. At the banks
of the river Salef, the great Kaiser met his end. There
are many versions of the story.

the swift waters, or wearied by the tedious march across
the mountains, he may have wished to refresh himself in
the cool stream and found the current too strong for his
aged limbs.

On April 15th Henry was crowned king as successor
to Frederick. However, Henry lacked many of the qualities
of his father and so on Christmas 1191 we find the north
east of Germany in a state of the wildest confusion. Mobies
formed themselves into bands to rob and plunder their

neighbors — families were divided amongst themselves.
Henry’s high handed methods had alienated not a few of his
earlier supporters; the Landgrave of Thuringia and even the
Duke of Saxony appear to have sympathized with the opposition

The periodwhich was rapidly forming against the Emperor.
which followed was one of wild confusion — it seemed that
with one hand Henry attempted to ward off the attacks of his
enemies at hame and with the other he sought to gain an

Towardadvantageous position over the church authorities.

Frederick perhaps, chaf
ing at the slow progress of his army over the narrow bridge, 
rode impetuously into the stream and was borne under by

Certain it is that his body was drawn lifeless 
from the river.10
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j) . the end of June 1195, Henry seeking to win the favor of the
church busied himself in actively promoting a crusade. In
February of the following year, a plot was formed to put
Henry to death and to raise up a new King in his stead.
Warned in time by an informer, Henry fled to Messina where

rising with savage and revolting cruelty.- The conspiracy
suppressed, the Emperor once more turned his attention to
the crusade. Early in September the main body of the GermanIt
crusaders under the Chancellor uonrad, Archbishop of

mayence, embarked for the east; Henry himself was to follow
shortly, when he fell ill while hunting on a cold night in
the swampy woodlands of Linari. He was removed to Messina
where he died on September 28.

Thus concludes a century of German history which was
Much Jewish blood was cruellymarked by strife and confusion.

* and barbarically spilt during this period of history —
under the guise of religious zeal the crusaders.murdered
innocent jews, plundered their homes and shops, and burnt

Such were the conditions in the 12ththeir sacred books.
century in Germany which left their indellible mark on the

In the followinglife of the Jewish community there.
chapters we shall study in detail the effects of these
events upon the lives of the Jews in Germany.

he was among friends and with their help he suppressed the
11



CHAPTER II
PART I

The Life of the Jew
The Family

Throughout the history of the Jewish history both

which the hostile outer world imposed upon him and here
in the midst of his fortress of strength he assumed the role

I" of master. We find this to oe especially true in the case
of the German Jewish community in the 12th century. Living
in constant danger, fearful lest he and his family might
prove to be the unhappy victims of the insanely zealous
crusaders — barred from most gainful occupations, the Jew
found rest and peace in his home. All the enjoyment and
pleasures which the Christian citizen sought for himself on
the outside when he was finished TTith his work; all of

I these the Jew was able to find only in the midst of his own
For this reason the importance of thehouse and family.

In
order that the Jewish woman might be able to fill these

her to conditioning to the performance of good deeds and
fortifying her in her faith so that she should succeed in

requirements properly, her parents were quite concerned 
about her education from her childhood on; (accustoming)

the home and the family occupied a paramount position.
Here the Jew sought ^Srcease from the cares and persecutions

home grew in the eyes of the Jew and so did the importance 
of the woman who conducted the affairs of the house.
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The virtues of morality and chastity were very
carefully guarded among Jewish women.

The chastity of a woman was held in such high regard that
in many cases the stringency of certain Jewish laws were

In we find the followigg account. ’’There is ar story about a beautiful woman who was travelling with her
husband and she made a heard from the hair of her friend and
wore it as a disguise so that those who might see her would

By so doing she was saved (fromthink that she is a man.
any harm). also contains other laws which
provide for the protection of women. If a woman is on a

► The law even goes
so far as to say that even, though it isn’t proper for a man
(stranger) to be together with a woman, if he is on a

should be with her in order

filling a
authors of

the women will not be

-a/9* such as attending religious services ^the 
are most cautious that in the

being a good wife to her husband and become a worthy mother 
in Israel.2

her, she is permitted to don the attire of a 
in order that they might not harm her3

Even as children, 
boys and girls were not permitted to play with each other.3

J
■

journey and there is in his company a woman and violent men,

set aside in order to permit a woman to retain her purity.
4

process of going to the synagogue

journey and she hears that gentiles are planning to attack 
priesVs wife

be they jews or Gentiles^he
that they shouldn’t touch her.6 Even with regard to ful-
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attacked.

~K'H

Whereas to the Christian woman, strength and valor were of

most important.9were
ship so highly that she was willing to work hard the remain-

The Jewish woman was veryonly marry a ran

careful with regard to the observance of the laws and cus-
So much so, as a matter of fact, that thetoms of Judaism.

scholars accepted her word when they made a certain law
more stringent.

.t is yet dark not to
It is better that she

shouldn’t go (to the synagogue) urtil it is light unless she 
is accompanied by her husband or her brother — but she 
shouldn’t go unaccompanied. ’/7

They write, "It is neither proper for a young- 
v/oman to go to the synagoguejwhile lx 

tarry there until it becomes dark

Only^the Jewish women were distinguished from their 
non-jewish neighbors (in their observance of the Jewish 
religion.') However, in matters o£_dr.ess and secular or 
national customs they were just as their non-Jewish neighbors.

' j>rm n/m'r nut C/a /&7c

forot/e /o/XT5)8.,..

Groner for a wiling
foe*,

,'/
3 • /

prime importance in the one she loved, to the Jewish woman
(2\/( ia"p^ Jirt-r/7 nr>>^f^ 3/* ffT ir/rfT )>■&&{"

‘ ’ She respected the Torah and scholor-

der of her life in order to support her family if she could 
.10

uoncernig^ them, Babbenu Yitzchak Bar
Shmuel of France said, 'A/-J 3 ^fc

o%25c2%25a3_dr.es
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There is a story concerning a woman whose husband would
neither contribute to charity nor would he purchase books.

Another woman received a sum of money from her husband with
which she was to purchase a garment. However, instead of

sponsibilities of the son toward his parents. "It is not
proper for the father and mother to forbid their son to

Imarry in-order that he might work for?them. The son should
However, itmarry but should continue to live with them.

If his earnings areside, he sould not leave the city.

should
If his parents are of an argumenta-

f V) 1

As a result she refused to bathe until he changed his ways.
When the husband appealed to the eon he said "Therefore, 
she is blessed for she forces you to perform a

\ .he does not find a wife in the place where his parents re-

v ' i si

to note the attitude of with regard to the re

making the purchase, she said to her husband "Give me per- 

bUy a t,ook or hear a scribe who will copy a 
__ -■book for me so that 1 might lend it to shholars."13

r 1*1
The principle of' a has been an Important 

one in Jewish family life and therefore, it is interesting

sufficient only to support his parents, and if it is apparent 
that if he marries he will be unable to support the/?7 he

; - f"*' harken unto his parents.
tive nature and he knows that they are unjustified in their
(Quarrels with his wife, he sould ntt become angry with her 
merely to give satisfaction to his parents.14 On the other
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A man who has a
bad wife should not live with his parents lest they suffer

who wo£ld rebell against his parents or ridicule them.-
The general principle seems to be that a married woman is

If

should not ask her to help him first. However,

Both current conditions and superstition influenced
For example, according tothe marriage laws and customs.

the Talmud, a man isn’t permitted to give his daughter’s
hand in marriage while she is yet ’’young" ( How-

■

17
opposes the practice

young girl (

I

hand, the son must not do anything which might dadden his 
parents or even make them uncomfortable.

anguish — and if he hires a servant, he should not hire one
15

adds, if the husband is a good man, he will tell his wife to 
help her father first.16

obligated first to her husband and then to her parents. : 
a woman is busy caring for her husbands needs, her father

' / i-he problems raised by the Third Crusade resulted in

In spite of "this sanction e'^'on 

f of child marriage by maintaining that "He who marries a
) delays the advent of the Messiah.18

) •
ever, Rabbi Eliezer of Tuques justified this practice by

saying U'"?>
■^C ?’» P'O '■l'1 p>‘

rM'-w r3'" /,r
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3

or

if they wished to receive permission to marry again. The
3 Bible gives such persons the two alternatives of Yibbum —

where the brother of the deceased marries the widow — or
chalitzah, if he refuses to take her. In such a case the
widow comes to him in the presence of the elders and loosens
his shoe from off his foot and spits in his face and says,
"So shall be done unto the man who doth not build up his

5
And so as Judaism developed it looked more and more askance
at vibbi-rm and with greater favor at the alternative Halizah.
According to some of the Rabbis, a court had no power to

power to extort money from hex*.

-"7

the convocation -of ;
David b. Kalonymos.

-■

x ; C:'

<4 t S

■-■-J

meeting.19,^

compell a brother of the deceased to have the Halizah per
formed, and even those of the Rabbis who felt authorized to 
use force, preferred not to resort to it. ‘rhe Yabbam, 
therefore, had the widow at his mercy. He often used his

This abuse was not frowned

one of the large Rhine communities, Worms, or Speyer, 
Mayence,. but nothing certain is known about the place of

The first matter dealt with by the council was 
that of the widows whose husbands had died and who, having 
no children, were at the mercy of their brothers in law

brother’s house.” Even during Talmudic times the custom
of Halizah gradually tended to become more nommon than Yibbum—z >’/. 
for Yibbum is primarily suited for a polygamic society.

a Synod under the presidence of Rabbi 
, This synod met in 1196, probably at
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condemnation which he so richly deserved. Rabbi David of
Muenzberg undertook to regulate this abuse. He laid down
definite rules governing the amount to be paid to the brother

9 of the deceased. He was to get one half of the property and
give the other half to the widow.
take the whole of the property and pay her dowry.
even retain heirlooms such as land or books. However, he
could not retain any of the property that she had inherited
or received from her family. These provisions which become
known as the ’’Takkanot Shum with regard to Halizah" soon
spread far and wide and were included in the codes. They
formed a much needed compromise and served as a solution to

Measured by it success, the Takkanaha vexing problem.
Henceforth, the power of thewas certainly a true reform.

iabbam was to some extent broken.

in germany
child marriages were quite frequent.

I

upon as it might have been, since in Rabbinic law, a wife dees 
not inherit her husband’s property, but has only a dower rifeht. 
There would always be difficulty in determining the exact

Or, if he chose,he might
He could

amount due the widow and so the brother in law, who used his 
power against his deceased brother’s widow, would escape the

Another change ^that Rabbi
David introduced and which was dictated by the peculiar con
ditions prevailing in Germany, was that the Takkanah was 
mad a to apply to the wife as well as the husband.

The parents of both the
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3
of the new couple.

the husband’s family had not expected him to die soon after
3

thousands of people were sacrificing their lives

one vzho gave his life

Also, if a man loses his wife, it is im-

place.

*

proper for him to marry another woman as long as people still 
talk about the deceased.22 Of course the element of super

died within two years after the marriage, the wife would 
not collect her dower right from the property which had 
been given them by the husband’s family at the time of the 
marriage, jj'or just as the wife's family had given their 
gifts in the expectation of a long married life^ similarly

his marriage. In both cases then, the German Rabbis de
cided, half of the gifts were to be returned?0 f

If we bear in mind that during this period of history

we can well understand the lav; which reads "the wife of any- 
< must never re-marry

husband and the wife would contribute toward the sustenance / i
It was now ordained that if the husband

because of both the honor of heaven and the honor of her 
dead husband.21

stition entered into some of the marriage laws and practices^ 
cautions us saying "If two brothers marry 

two sisters, one of them will die rendering the marriages 
unsuccessful — therefore such a wedding shouldn't take

However, if such a union has already occured, one of 
23the couples should be divorced.
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3 All in all it seems that the success or failure
of one’s family life depended largely upon the type of
woman he marred. She had to be a pious Jewess, a faith
ful wife, and a devoted mother. It is for this very
reason that the Rabbis permitted the individual to cir-

suitable woman. If a man in the throes of death commands
his brother to marry his wife and if the brother sees that

3 she is not a suitable woman for him or that she had already
been married twice and that she bore a son to neither her
husband’s, although it is a to fulfill the wishes'7>I3N

not

>

!

her; r'^'on clearly states, let him observe
/»/?)' 24

of the dead and even if his parents command him to marry
'I7> and

cumvent the accepted law in order that he might marry a



The Synagogue

1

(/fold purpose of €■>?*■ a'P and

the blood thirsty mobs.

1
the concern of the entire Jewish community. It seems that

in spite of the stringencies of the times, the Jews th a in -
In Aronius’

Die Einweihung erfolgt am 22

To illustrate the importance of the synagogue

to the community,* fire occurs in city and both the synagogue and thea

26first and then the houses.
and
Especially

were

residences are burnt, it is proper to rebuild the synagogue 
Even the property surrounding

the children met to drink from the wells of the Torah; and 
at times it was there that the people sought protection from

By far the most important building in the Jewish 
community was the synagogue.

the synagogue came to be regarded as 
nothing should be done to profane it’s sanctity.

the authorities cautions Regarding the sale of property
immediately adjacent to the synagogue to a gentile lest he

tained their old synagogues and built new ones.
Regesteu we find many entries similar in character to the 
following one.— vollendung des Neubaues der bynagoge in
Mainz im Monat - Ellul.
September.23

It literally served the three- 

aojo a'7> and .

There the people assembled for their daily prayers; there

f'Ton n-ao makes the statement, "if a

The synagogue, just as the home, 

was a healing balm to the Jew and hence its existence was
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J
mock them and hurt their sensibilities. The general practice

was that if a Jew owned a house next to the synagogue and

wanted to sell it he should not sell it to a non-Jew even

though he (the non-Jew) was willing to pay more for it than

And if the property owner happened to Da a poora jew.
man who was forced to sell his house in order to sustain his
children, he was advided to speak to the leaders of the
community saying I have no means of support — either see

means of earning a livlihood. ’

It seems that there existed the problem of maintain
ing decorum during the services for we read the ruling, "it

is forbidden to converse or to act fickle in a synagogue
while we are standing in the presence of our king, the Lord

And woe unto thoseof all the world, praised be His name.
wicked ones who act frivolous — who feel not the awe*inspir
ing presence of wd and who do not feel the burden of his

for if the kings of all other nationsfear and reverence.
fall to their knees in their houses of worship in reverence
and fear and awe and their hands are extended toward their

Although the people were

uod, how much more so should we stand before the King of 
Kings the Holy One praised be He in awe and fear and trembl
ing.^® Although the people were told to stand before their

to it that a Jew buys my house — or provide me with a
27
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1
For the democratic

strong .

of the 12th or 13th century as the exposure of a crime or a
wrong in a modern metropolitan newspaper.... In the medievaln Jewish community, where there were no newspapers or magazines
the agrieved person would arise in the synagogue and pre
vent the continuance of the prayer until his case had been
examined.

In this manner prayer would be interrupted until full justice
was done to the agrieved person.

Two things are essential in praying, first under-3
standing and sincere belief in that which you pray and second-

With regard toly a wholesome reverence and faith in cod.

says, "It is better forthe first of these P 'Ton Y3O
and the

a
if he doesn’t understand the language.'
second of these essentials in prayer p’Ton'YSo says, Let no

God with fear and trepidation, no man-had reason to fear his 
neighbor while standing in the synagogue.
principles upon which it was built gave the weak an opportun
ity to expose any injustice perpetrated against him by the

The interruption of the prayers by a person having 
a complaint had much the same effect in a Jewish community

Since practically every male jew attended daily 
services, the whole community would thus hear his complaint?9

a man that he pray and read the
language that he understands than that he pray in Hebrew

30, concerning the

a;,../
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3 pray for that which is impossible to realize — Al-man

month and
it

unseemly for him to pray to God to restore the childbe
to life. Or, for example, it isn’t proper for a man to

The rules of the Sabbath were very strictly ob
served and nothing was done to cause this day to lose its
holy character. If, for example, a woman is in her ninth
month of pregnancy, hot water should be prepared on Friday
night so that if she gives birth on the Sabbath, it will

People were cautioned not to live in a place
which was used on the Sabbath as a market place by the
gentiles. Fdr, living in such an environment, it would be

and no sadness should interveneregarded as an

There is a story concerning two

The

poor man

wine dealers, one a rich man and the other a poor man.

sold inferior wine while the rich man sold ch§i°e

though God is capable of doing everything it isn’t proper 

to ask Him for extraordinary things. For instance, if a

man’s wife had a miscarriage during the sicth

is obvious that the miscarriage took place, it would

impossible for him to desist from violating some rule 
governing the Sabbath33 ^bove all, the Sabbath was to be

• to destroy this joy.

pray ’May it be Thy will that my wife should give birth to 
31a living child in five months....

be unnecessary to profane the Sabbath (by preparing hot 
water.)52
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3> vzine. On

I

w->
wine and fulfill dJr

Furthermore, there is an injunction in p>3'on ->^o

that a man should neither speak of the departed nor of sick

people on the Sabbath.

Or if there

are
35

As I have previously mentioned, one of the chief

functions of the Synagogue was to serve as

and in this respect it served admirably. During an age when

ignorance and illiteracy were commonplace, the

stood out like a beacon light in the field of education.

The majority of the people neither knew how to read nor write.

story told that the poet Ulrich von Lichtenstein

had to hire a scribe to write his love letters for him, for

±n general the art of writinghe himself could not write.

In this respect the Jewwas only known to the priests.

in his possession the clothes of the departed, he 

should not look at them lest he be saddened on the Sabbath.'

likewise, and through the performance of this 

vzill be blessed.”

This is to prevent him from being 

sad on a day which should be devoted to joy.

There is a

a certain Jew said ”1 will buy 
wine from the poor Jew and will see to it that others do

His friend answered, "I will not sac
rifice the joy of Sabbath— It is better that I buy choice
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□ differed greatly from his non-j ewish neighbor for every
father saw to it that his son was instructed in both the

the greatest disgrace was to be an

an
tear him apart like a fish However, it seems that

■ in general the Christian women were better educated than

the Jewish women. We find some among the nuns who knew
Greek and Latin. There were those who became poets of re

Even though the knowledge of the German Jew with
regard to the Torah was limited at this time, nevertheless,
they were far in advance of their catholic neighbors.
There were even priests who came to the Jews seeking how> Among these was the

The German Jewish community
founded its
they grew in size and reputation until they gained pre-

40it was said

!

Um

reading and writing of the Hevrew language.

utter disdain which the learned Jew had for the 1

/°T---may be found in the passage "If you see
37

to read and understand the Torah.
39 bishop Ziegbert of Metz.

nown and some of the aristocracy even knew the book of 
Psalms by heart.38

To -the J ew,
36 The

^h^7> PY

eminence over the sbhools in Italy. Concerning these schools

Rabbi Yitzchak of Vienna who lived in the 13th century wrote

on the banks of the Rhine and there
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ft

ft

]>-** pyu/

i

.

ft

.P^'n/c PY

'

Mr

The first duty of the father with regard to the 
education of his son was to instill him with faith. Jj’or 
example the father would teach his son how to perform both

fy f'ONz/J

O^-’/r P^

about the fame and influence of the^i^'C' in the Rhine 

district, "How many learned scholars and saints are their 

among our Rabbis who are in Mainz, in Worms and in Speyers - 
Did not the Torah go out from there unto all of Israel?"41 

Graetz does not share Rabbi Yitzchak’s opinion with regard 

the scholarly character of the German community. He agrees 

that they are and that they concern themselves
with /°>/6S°'Ctx . However, in his account of the life 

of the German Jews in the 12th century he seems to De al

most apologetic for their lack of thorough going scholarliness. 
P Py-*J/ P'>"3

f/v- /f’f'j /cfoP'/db /hl/t/

'fo UM ?Q./( f'Mj/c P'o-HQ) r

I' 
p)f/or>

3'v'/w ■>£/, p'm//' /“"Jt) f“<iv9'^ PfC
)j>d< r,'-> /"'J J?™

/<■*' pi»i),r^K /rJoo/c
>1^2,
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> the and the13Ji Or he would allow his
son to carry his

On the first
night of Passover, the parents would distribute to theOP

In the
synagogue on Purim, the entire congregation would read cer
tain fixed passages in unison so that the children would

enjoy it. The elders also tried to make the other holidays

tually unknown to the Jews of that time and hence we find
that they were uninformed in the natural sciences.
therefore, not unusual to find Rabbi Meir of*
however, this ignorance with regard to the natural sciences

The teachers

were given "special rooms" in vzhich they were to teach the

children and in return for their labors they received

P'7i IS) J )salaries of between forty and fifty goldpieces (

as attactive as possible for the children by giving them 
gifts and playing games with them.44

< :;

P'7>'C~ P'^YA •

The formal education of the child all centered about 
p — Torah and religion. Secular education was vir-

was not confined exclusively to the Jews, for we find many
45

-- - ■ - , / 

instances of non-j ews making similar mistakes.'

O o to the synagogue where he would re
main to hear the prayers and supplications.43

It is, 
Rottenb^rg 

believing that there were certain birds that grew on trees.

.children cups of wine, nuts, and chestnuts in order to arouse 
within them an interest to ask the .
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yearly. In congregational schools the teachers received

their salaries from the treasury of the congregation for

the people believed that, "it is better to give

From the

a child in Hebrew School on for en that day
the Torah was given to the Jews. , theAt dawn on

5 father brings his child to the synagogue and places him in

the lap of the teacher who in turn proceeds to teach him.

» *4 isThe child is them given a slate upon which the

A cake which has

sentence and the child would repeat after him.

rj

At the conclusionand the pupil would repeat after him.
of this ceremony the child would be given both the cake and

is written:
r>-* 3>

o't'orfi > t
wTfi /j/r 7”o'r'

shell would be pealed from a hard boiled egg and upon it
would be written -o/r ///** P^/f

T)/?/// p'fi p''~> M
The teacher would then read every letter of the sentence

/

written and over which honey is smeared so that he might 
licl( 
tike the honey from the Hebrew letters.

been dipped in honey is then brought to the child and onit 
/£,/V' yi/vf fy/JpJ *

> -r/*Cz ,'j/, r >/' -7p'-a»
'jfa/OJ /t'f~ (o'J/d /3k

The teacher would then read every letter of the foregoing

Later, the

to teach children than to give to maintain a
synagogue."46 From the npHs) written by Ojr^of 

Worms we learn the following: "It is customary to enrole
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$ the egg in order to impress upon his mind that learning is
It is very interesting to note that

In order to make the study of the letters of the
alphabet more attractive to the children^ the teachers would
teach them either the numerical value of the letters or the

Even now the people of the city of Worms can show you the
letter which is engraved on the wall of their synagogue.

(I wonder?) It is there where the stern teacher made the

lazy pupils stand to let the children know that they are

becoming stupid and will soon have to relearn the

we know very little.

rrance)

of education in both trance and liermany.

of worms concludes this account with the significant

However, we do know that they governed the system
50

The following are a set of laws the origin of which 
(Gw demann thinks they originated in

48^?^ ? /J"^> f>z>

,49

a pleasant experience.”
Oj T Pl (

statement

initials of the words which they represented. Jfor example:
PPc/ .'&*> aassC p'j/j) jv/t/ji Z) (3'//rC)Pf/r
,^3 /O ->/)/(/ Ipj p/r'S)/ .P/'P'X

[i/YA 3 "(f V'/aP tj'Jf

u"^
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Rule I

secrete one of their sons for

p'tn'a) who take upon themselves the

Rule III The f'€'/■>«) must not leave the

Idle chatter must not be carried on in the €t>?v1
for it says (

gave half a shekel for the upkeep of the Temple.
/VjLm for the studentsRule v It is necessary to hire a

who will place limits on their lessons and observe

the dilligence or laziness of the students.
)l Rule VI Teachers must not undertake to teach more than ten

students at a time.

5

for seven 

years and there they must eat, drink, and sleep.

0 iffdi/t ) 
in order to facilitate their acqua intanship with

the students might learn the translations.

Rule VIII The older boys should be taught the Targum (

and whoever does chat, transgresses against an 
'A C“> by I )

It was incumbent on the jriests and levites to con- 
5)O/» ?/#/* even vzhile 

he was still in his mother’s womb
Rule II It is necessacy to maintain a study house for the 

5)fir .

Rule IV It is incumbent on every dew to give 12 Deniers a 
year for the upkeep of the ^o?/Vjust as our ancestors

) in order that

Rule VII The teachers should not undertake to teach orally 
( Q'S fi) but written (
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Rule X

week; on the

which they learned during both the past month and

the previous month. In Tishre they should review

that which they learned during the summer and in

Nissan that which they learned during the winter.

All this is done as a precaution against the students

forgetting anything.
Rule XI On wintry nights from

a night” (
Each boy should contribute oil for the lamp.short.

Rule XII The teachers must not engage in any other occupation
which interferes with or diverts their attention

In Asaf we find a vivid account of the curriculum
When the parentwhich the teacher had to follow at that time.

a'™ he was to give thebrought his son to the
”1 make it known to youteacher definite instructions.

*

The teacher should review with the boys on Friday 

both that which they learned during the past week

and that which they learned during the previous

C/-, they should review that

Talmudic language — and this in order that they 

might study Halacha.

from learning,51

/iQ.h'Vi (.37) to />'J (Vnlh 

the teachers should teach their pupils -only of 
/7f”, for the winter days are
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9

on
he should study the book And if you will not

worthless worker. furthermore you should add to the studies

of my son each month. If my son learns half a during

this month and during the following month he finishes the9
then from Tammuz to Tishre he should learn a full

each week in Hebrew and from Tishre to Nissan be should learn

tsy that time he will be six years old.

learn Targum
And during the eighth andTargum as he did the Hebrew.

9

9 'YJN -y^o .
The wise men further said

I'jh ofa
the P' .

he takes his son to the house which has been set aside for
However, the boy is not bound by the lawsP ' Cl ->a) •the

9

the boy is counted in

If the father wishes his son to be a %j-l">d

it in translation.
( Cun )

>)6) t •

and
At that r

cognize the letters, during the second month the vowels, 

during the third month how to form words, and from then <

Ap'Z .
carry out my instructions, you will be dismissed as a

) During the following year he should 
fr /f/^2^ and he should translate the

that you should teach my son during this month how to re

ninth yearn the same should be done with
52 The wise men said ?jCn^~ /?> — 

time the boy is introduced to Gemarrah^ith the reading of 
the and the jsUfp which are in the

These he continues to study for three years.
173 — and at this time 

I'jp and he can join the
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which govern a At that
time he is brought to the
him saying ” Then the father says to his

JI M ZJO/V

J)
by Rabbi Eliezer of Worms in the year 1050. Winsbeke, a

non-Jewish poet wrote a poem in the year 1210 which is

similar to Rabbi Eliezer’s will in many ways. •rhe ’’will”

begins each new subject with the word ” .'jp ” while the
poem begins it with "sun’’. Both of them teach a "way of
life’’ and both are written in the form of a will. both
documents were written on the banks of the Rhine and yet

they differ radically in detail, showing the differences be-

Winsbeke

On the other handdoes not mention wisdom and knowledge.
winsbekeEliezer tells his son to study ;n m* and Si Nz>h .

deals with love of women, while Eliezer doesn’t mention it.
Winsbeke tells his son that is ’’good to listen to the
words of the priests but not to pay attention to their deeds".

An interesting insight in the education of a boy 
and in his general training may be found in the will written

tween the Christian and the Jewish Way of Life.
speaks to his son concerning deeds of valor and might but

until he is 17 years old.
--- .  — t/~) who places his hands on

son ”1 command you that which you shall eat in my house for 
unto the study of Torah, have I dedicated you." And there 
he remains for seven years and studies the 53



-40-

In the O'?//

poor students who came from afar dwelt.

n the teacher would lectureIn the
about Halachah and the students would take notes.

extremes in order to develop it. •rhe Talmud warns against

eating the heart of an animal because it is injurious to

the memory.

these required a great deal of time, they didn’t have suf

ficient time for study. The girls didn’t study Hebrew and

hence they could not understand it; and even those who were

able to read it could not understand it and for that reason

the students began studying a new

y they would have a party in honor

□ This could never be said by Eliezer, for to the Jew the 
and the f°"/> were bound closely together.54

• The true function

of women was to be "good women” and ’’good mothers” and since

dr

there were sperate rooms in which

In general the 

was very close to the heart of the community and vzhenever '

J(j\oon or when they

However, 

the students placed a premium on a good memory and wne’t to

would complete a 

of the Torah.55

nut Meir of Rottenberg added to the stringency

of the law by refraining from eating the heart of any animal^ 

not even that of a bird.56

jtj'or reasons basic (supposedly) to the religion of 
the fathers, the education of women was neglected. /o

//oa mui said one of the
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3 Q.J/V'' that they should learn the prayers
n

he justi-

or acquiring a bad reputation. contends

J\H3M3 i.e. the Halachoth so that they might know what to do and
what not to do.

much care was exercised by the parent in selecting

a suitable teacher for his ,for in reality it was he who

It is for

this reason that we find many laws governing the behavior
11 of both teacher and pupil alike. If a man has enought money

to hire others (a teacher) he should not teach his son him-

On the otherhe should hire someone to teach his son.

advises us that a man
62

nor should the teacher permit a slanderer to remain among

there arose the

and notes for them and this would result in their sinning
58

son

would mold his entire future intellectual life.

There is a story concerning a 

pious man who taught his daughters how to write.

-T^fied his action by saying that if they didn't know how to

However, it is improper for a young man 

to teach girls, even though the father is standing close by.59

that a man is obliged to teach his daughters the

- -------------------------------------
... n ' write they would have to ask a man to write their letters

A'T

self for this might Cause him to be lax in his own studies.
60

hand a poor man should not permit his son to study with the 
and will leadsons of a rich man for they are 

him in crooked paths.wo 

should not allow his son to study with a hot tempered teacher )
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)
his pupils "for their will be If

Rabbi.

sire. A

If one

teaching a group of children and he see that some of

i
tie should say to the parents "these need

a seperate teacher and these need a seperate teacher." He

A teacher must do nothing which

"the heads of the

must not conduct their classes in their own homes — only

Ifthe-

O-M(zyX€ i
(( / ‘ '

should do this even though he might personally suffer if 

the group is broken up.65

p
nj?l peace from him."63 

students happen to be the guests of certain Rabbi and there 

is another Rabbi in the city, it is better that they study 

with their host providing he knows as much as the other

/O;€7">'S> — lest they spend all their

't'

HP- /A
,, utis roruy sruaenrs

id
7 J • " ■ 

ty- (<&!).

, They would remain in the
& C they should return to their 

rith their wives and children.
has forty students, he should be provided with four

, A'r

might reduce his efficiency and therefore, he was not per
mitted to "chastise himself through fasting."66 According 
"to P0/f "the heads of the j\ir>'or the

in the homes of the 

y 'time with their wives.

all week long and on . 
homes happrwith tLjL

But if Rabbi "A" sees that they want to study with 
Rabbi "B", he should tell them "Study withwhomever you de- 

I will neither be angry nor will I bear a grudge, j 

—. person does not merit to study with all Rabbis?64
,L 1 ' isA y-^.the children are brighter than others and that the bright 

children need a seperate teacher for themselves, he should 
not remain silent.
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keep the remaining ten_ litres for himself. he shouldn’t
I teach anyone but instead should be the supervisor of the

teachers to make certain that every pupil is given a lesson,

tie also rents a house in which they could study and each

P'/<’*J and

and remain there for seven years

education ( ) occupied a position of prime

offers thisimportance in the life of the Jew. p^'on ->'c>o

advice to a parent whose son refuses to study — "If a man

has sons and they do not heed his warning that they study

Torah and perform good deeds, it is better that he shouldn’t

business and hence return to the

3
fact that his sons will not be scholars.

±rom what we have thus far said, it is obvious that 
7)~>XZ) 3/A/Z

/
"n - 4? I

.   „ z

to learn theX/E?^
.68^

will come to an evil end, he should resign himself to the
69

support them, and that .they become troubled with their 
p iC' ; but if he 

sees that if he continues to withold support from them they

..ykVVhXo ceives one hundred litres.

4 ^students, ten teachers whom he pays
JU -__ 2^
. ■ -r x

tie should hire for the hundred
litres and should

I
one for every ten students. And when the C/(-> leaves

the synagogue in the morning to come to the'. 5)3'4/ he .
should not pause (to converse)?7 An important teacher could^l 
have as many as a hundred students and for "^hishTre-

pupil helps pay for the rent. This house is called a
/(2p • tiere they study for seven years; two years Cx//> 

two years P'/t'aj and and three years

After that they go to the
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greatly respected. Under no circumstances was a teacher to

be put to shame nor was he permitted to do anything irtiich

might detract from the efficiency of his work.

teacher in public. P'^'on say that

him a difficult question and that he won’t be embarrassed

if he can't answer it, then he may ask the question. How

ever, under no circumstances should he put his teacher to

In the event that a fire breaks out in

the city, one should first rescue the possessions of his

master and afterwards those of his father’s home. However.

ward books.

(see note 51)

It is interesting to note, for example the attitude taken

oped within their minds an almost worshipful attitude to-

It was considered improper for a person to uti-

by the authorities with regard to asking questions of one’s

The authors of

shame by asking him a difficult question which he will be 

unable to answer.

Since learning itself was regarded so highly by the

Jewish community, those who were engaged in teaching were

if there are books in onejhouse and money in either his 

father’s or his teacher’s house, let him first rescue the 

b00ks-71
As a natural outgrowth of the peoples deep love^/ and 

reverence for both scholarship and the scholar, there devel-

"if the pupil knows that the -p "> will rejoice if he asks
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sign <bf lack of respect toward a book if

divert the rays of the sun from him.

his anger by striking his hand against the book or by strik

ing others with it. "The masted who becomes angry with his

pupil7 says

• 5 should the pupil use a book in order to shield himself.

There is a story concerning two people who were

emptying books from a large chest. One put the books on a

bed when a husband and wife had previously had intercourse

and the other placed the books on the ground. ■rhe one who

put the books on the bed said, "Why do you show such disrespect

to the books by placing them on the ground?" The other re-

plied, "you profane the Torah inasmuch as you place it dn a

There is another story con-ground is clean

in acerning a

a seperate case.
,75he said, "the is more holy that the be)

In asmuch as books were relatively rare, and the
advises to lenddesire for study very great, 3'o/> I'S 0

a person who is sitting in the sun uses the book in order to
72

"For”,

moreover, it was con

sidered a matter of great disrespect for a person to show

bed in which a man and woman have had intercourse — but the

9zo/> who used to place the 

seperate case and the -pQ in

Ilze a book in order to derive a secondary pleasure from it. 

ror example it is a

r'v'on ooo "should not hit him with a book nor
73
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i

There is a story concerning a man who had books which he

used to lend to others. he instructed his sons saying "Be

careful, if you have an argument with one who is in the

Ai -
from him.
for And give a poor man preference over a man of

If a man went to a distant land for the purpose

to

buy them and there to resell them.

was considered an almost religious occupation and the copy

ists were most careful not to make any errors for a single

L law and the

as a matter of fact, the

strict about this that they said the phrase

l, 

however, lend the books to him if—he wants them

study;,. 

wealth.77

2

M * a
2^^ 

/W

('/(L/fT) C'l

miscopy might bring about the perversion of a
79 consequent inobservance of it.

Rabbis were so

habit of borrowing bookstand if you suspect that he will not 

return them to you or that he will abuse them, take security

and f»'C/o, it was considered a
78 , The copying of books

2 Purchasing merchandise and during his stay there he found

books which were unavailable in his city, as for example

books to others under practically any circumstances — "for 
this will be conducive to study." -3<? z'P^Av/)/-

z°7>^ I'-t'ae fat# Li'/, /'n/u iJiUpf /'/>/'
9/)^r P’^6

I'nJtf

There were certain pious men who went from city to 

city and humiliated themselves in order to gather

with which to hire scribes r'Ctni ^zaj/^76
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refers to the scribes who wither add or de

names through the letters in the line. However, P'3'on i'SO

says that in the event that a man sees a book which contains

many errors which can’t be corrected, ne shouldn’t say

a we find the statement that the worldIn
-p r , and

And the German Jewish community in the

we findcharity.was

Another interesting statement in the game

Shallvein is

scribe to write a

Say unto him,

People who’Isaiah said

11

r'-rV)

duct letters from the text in an effort to indicate their

give it to poor people who have no clothes?’
M'flO / .”82

squandered their money on luxuries were looked down upon. 

For example ’’the raiser of birds for beauty or ormamennation 

would do much better if he spent his money giving charity to

exists on three things namely:

/° '3or> .
12th century built their small world on these principles.

I give it to a

’’this book is only fit to be burnt” but should rather say

” y/rC’’80

However, it seems that the strongest of these three pillars 
, charity. In the /a"9,o7» o'c) o 

such surprising statements as ”a community that possesses 
neither a synagogue nor a poor house should first build a 
poor house.”81

”If a man says to you, ’Behold I have money.
5)"> '/A ~>-p c> or shall I
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However, if

3/-?/*' to give charity

cones to his door; the wise men of the city are obliged to

played an im-p 'ion

portant role.

One of the gravest problems which confronted the 
that if conversion.

"W£b

Jewish community in the 12th century was

poor people.83 If a man owns a good house and he is not 

afraid that it will burn down should not build another house. 

Instead he should give his money to charity.84 

a man doesn’t need aid but still accepts charity ”he will 
, i not leave this earth without first experiencing need.”85

i There were times when it was even a
■ • : v 

to a person who really doesn’t need aid merely to maintain 

his family. If, for example, a community sees that a certain 

individual who was formerly wealthy and now has become im

poverished still persists in entertaining and feeding whoever

If you have a

speak to him privately. know that you haven’t a great

deal of money and hence can’t afford to entertain guests — 

however, since they are accustomed to come to you, take this 

charity and give them food and drink.”86 

to hiring a person the idea of

job to offer to someone and you 

find two men applying for the job — one who is able to 

support himself through another type of work and the other 

who doesn’t know any other trade — hire the one who doesn’t 

know any other trade.8’'’

Even with regard
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The Christians intoxicated with the crusading zeal which

pervaded the atmosphere sought to convert the Jews to

Christianity.
conversion thousands of Jews bravely met their death

■'J

to convert the Jews were in vain. Berthold of Regensburg

Christianity because

vised the Christians to

Jews and in general not to engage in religious discussions

He said ”We are unprepared to debate questions

Such discussions could only tend to in-

.• jure the Christian religion, for the points made by the Jew

will weaken it.”

However, the

Christian authorities seon realized that all their efforts

'it is also equally true that many less brave 

individuals received the waters of baptism.

While it is true that rather than submit to

a handbook for be-

3/ ■■
psaid that it was fooly to attempt to convert a Jew to 

Ohristlanity because /Tsi-swa W /■'•=»'’ . He ad-

!',
J Uxpiv'J '

■ -in

cease in their attempts to convert

* 4

) y. ;
yj will weaken it.” For this reason there was a papal injuno- 

tion prohibiting anyone but the very learned among the
'■ k Christians from debating in religious matters with a Jew.88 

However, it seems that in spite of this injunction, the 

clergy were anxious to prepare the laity in the event that 

at some time they might engage in a disputation with a Jew. 

Thus we read that Rupert of Deutz wrote

with them.

concerning the bible with the Jews for they are very learned 

these matters.



J Poets
oe con

verted and they also poured out their venomous accusations
against the Talmud. One of the chief antagonists of the
jews at that time was Regenbegen of Mainz.

community toward the In

would not drink

And even the Christians

through fear and force.”

z

T

It is interesting to note the attitude of the dewish / )J7/0^ 
5
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ginners preparing them for such disputations.89

taunted the Jews in their poems for refusing to

Berthold includes the dews in the following

io .90

in the court of Herzog Wladislaw of Bohmen.

his position, he became converted to Christianity.

change of heart and he went to the

church where he destroyed the altar and dumped the sacred

On July 22, Herzog ordered his arrest

one might Jacob had a

v-'iH f

As the conclusion of this the 

authors very signigicantly ^.dds veCn (r•>*?/*

There was a Jew by the name of Jacob who was a vice 

dominus in the court of Herzog Wladislaw of Bohmen, Due to

However,"

They would practice

when they felt compelled to do so.

T'oj/rJ t the converted ones, 

we read that ”the converts still observed dewish 

7> and and they

They would go to church only

The clergy

, lent ready assistance to the poets in their attacks against

■)?vtXfche Jews-

; , I classification,

„ J J
4/ ■

laws.

relics in the toilet. On July 22, Herzog ordered his arrest 4^

«•
11W

knew that they were not converted whole heartedly but rather
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) and confiscated his fortune. In order to save his life the

)
German Jewish life. Among these was the movement known

as mysticism. Similarly there arose a mystic movement in

Christianity at this time. However, we must not conclude

that one borrowed the idea from the other; instead we should

understand that similar causes effect similar results. The

It is painful to noteheart whether Jewish

that the jews became

in the As a

In -j-tP o

mystic movement that
3 /^Q ,95

there is an account of an in-
The towns-

r 4

P'I'on

- dividual who was born with both teeth and a tail.
I fj ' / '' i / / Z

' c ';>•> ■ i , ■ ' Z ?; : .

they even tried to find a basis for it 

direct result of this movement we

as deamons j

supposed to accomp-

Z/
’IJ

y. /j.;
-f- \

dividual who was

to Christianity and condemned those Christians who were dis

posed kindly toward them.9^

so intense in their devotion to this

find the people speculating about such things 

■ and learning magic formulae which were 

\lish miracles.

desire to uncover the secrets of the world dwelt in every
94 or Christian.

th0 end of the 12th century and the beginning of 

the^lSth century new currents of thought began to permeate

'ivuy
W

Jews were forced to pay 3000 pounds of silver and 100 pounds 
of goild.92 On his death bed, Bishop Herman of Prague re

gretted having tolerated the disloyalty of converted Jews
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J folk said that it would be well to kill him for "in the end
he will kill people." However, the wise men advised them to

"remove his teeth and cut off his tail until he looks like

He would then be unable to harm any-

In the main, women were suspected of eating children. <2
Some scholars claimed that just as in the case of a glutton

so you should

>y means of a magic formula or the In r'3'an ■>'}}

formula,

mula.

around

1 /

)

just as it was means to "harm" a person by means of a magic 
so ti was possible to "cure" him by meanq^o

We read "Whoever wishes to heal a man who has been

we find the statement, "A certain baby used to weep at night 

and they discovered that a Jewess "harmed" him.98 However,

before he has the opportunity of killing you, 

do in the case of these women.9^ Another

. \prevalent belief was that a person could harm another' person

The people obviously believed in vampires for we

^'2"* / Vl/
. ■ s / ' ■ ' .'M. : ; '

I s^jf a for-

/' / .(WM j

-whom you kill

I'w
7'

4 V/i
H 
5”^

I
- -TvKyr -J

a normal human being." 

one.96

"harmed" by a deamon ( ) should repeat the magic formula

nine times as they do in Germany where they count nine 

" Or they might heal him by using nine

trees wifich they call " ", They might even cure

him by using a-y which they prepare by taking

(something?) from nine bridges and nine gates and hang it 

the sick person’s neck as a cameo.99
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)

Even the notion that there were

was not unknown to the people. There was supposed to have

There

certain person was about to chop dovzn such

a tree when the stopped him saying "Be careful lest

by this act. Don’t anger the tree or it

There was also the belief that the souls

The

spirits wrapped, in

)

been a certain type of tree upon which were found waxen drops 

which at limes took on the appearance of menstrual,

you kill yourself 1 

f vzill harm you.”l°l

find the statement
100

cer-

His friends

ln->S'C tl'ip frrb

cognized were among them, 

two men died.103

tain man who didn’t see 

(this indicated that he was

is a story that a

Pfih -><Lp^>/ FIT) A-rfi;)/

spirii/resident within trees

of the wicked vzere permitted to partake of the (U'Y which 

J j lasted from rriday evening until • At that time
'I taMi (7 r r 102

* a J would proclaim P'rtst i»iV •

, belief that there was a definite bond of contact between the

3.7 • /living and the dead vzas rapidly gaining adherents. Merely

i the mention of a few typical stories which vzere current at 

that time will illustrate this point. A certain man fell 

asleep in the synagogue and was accidentally locked in by 

the . In the middle of the night he awoke and saw

1° and two living men whom he re

Dot many days passed and these 

Another similar story tells about a 

the shadow of his head on 

actually dead.)
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)
JSI * H

There
were numerous occasions when the

Although the

was blamed on them. It is for this reason that the author
ities enacted legislation forbading the practice of witch-

whosoever stumbles
The wise men cautioned the people

that the
them.
cern

This wave of mysticism and superstition brought with 

it many evils from which the Jewish community suffered.

fasted many fasts and gave much charity and as a result he 

lived many years after that for it says ,104

I

p'3 <L s> tv* •

craft and its kindred pseudo-sciences. In we
read^r^^-rp/p//,./>A r’?*- p^/.C, .105

in order to prevent the mob from killing innocent people 

who were suspected of eating other people, a s in so many 

other cases, the Jews soon became scapegoats.

Jews gained most of their knowledge concerning witchcraft 

from the outside world, nevertheless, they were soon accused 

of witchcraft and any misfortune which befell the community

furthermore, know ye what measure of punishment is in store 

for that individual who practices p’-ato

on his account will ultimately exact 

punishment from him.106

r,7>^/v stir up strife only with one who provokes 

> for example, those who write Cameos or those who con- 

themselves with witchcraft or Interpreting dreams.

’’Therefore a man should not engage in these things for this

had to intervene
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type of

Thus we find that in the realm of religion the

It must be said thatwith its bi-product — superstition.

this mystic movement was only a manifestation of the time

v>

1
6

) U | 
1 * » ]

' A- fulfilled its threefold role as

German Jew experienced the two extremes of orthodoxy with 
its adherence to the letter of the law an^Zof mysticism

■

only to pray to (jod for relief from every injury, sickness, 

stress and trouble.”

admirably.

standing the onslaught of the hostile outside world.
■ ; .. ■ ; ■' 

n,/

and not in any way inherent in the synagogue^ The synagogue
> tV?A i an^

It stood out like a fortress with-

only tends to shorten ones life. A man has



Part III

) The Community

constantly exchanging letters with one another in order to

reaffirm their faith that redemption will soon come. These

men who spend their time in mourning about the fall of Zion

and the destruction of Jerusalem are dressed in black and

1 IEmpire•

they had to endure during the urusades. There was never a

This

On the Mosel are found the communities £7^- 

Kartamia, Bingen, Worms and Mustran. &

In these communities there reside scholars-of—note who are

The German Sewish community always remained loyal 

to its "fatherland” and even after the horrible hardships

of the Empire.

uoblenz, Andemach, Kaub,

pray for their brethren. There exist communities in 
A^istransburg, urudesburg, Mantern, Pisingas, Bamberg, Regen

sburg, and others which are located at the border of the

In all of these cities jews of wealth and education 
are to be found.108 ' ——

concerted mass movement to migrate to some other land. This J« 

is especially interesting in view of the fact that through- \ r 

out Jewish history there has constantly been a longing on

...

In the accounts of Benjamin of Tudela, probably the 

most famous traveller of his day, we find a vivid report of 

the location of the Jewish communities in Germany in the 

twelfth century. He ways, "The Jewish community is located 

on the Rhine from K.81n to uassanburg which is the boundary
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3

A

in which they lived. They regarded Germany as the land of

1 So anxious were they to im-

In the bookR'ra/i O’So ,

If, for

equally lewd.”I

Christians used to stiok

ing it un-kosher.

I" ) owned by jews.

I

They also 
how to spoil the wine (

the part of the Jew to return to Palestine, and during 
times of stress and persecution, they actually migrated 
there.

eyes

them, he was only looked down upon, and made to feel the 

heavy hand of the Christian world.

In order to vex the J ews the

their knives into food which belonged, to Jews, thus render- 

devised cunning plans as to

Their

However, we have no record.-of-the. Jewish community 

in Germany making any such effort to settle in Palestine.109 

This helps demonstrate their absolute devotion to the land

their nativity and they eagerly sought to fraternize with 

their non Jewish neighbors. The language they spoke was a

pure German and not a Jargon.

itate the Christians that they adopted their names and even 

names which were used by idolaters.110

is found the statement: ”In the majority of places, Jews

mimic the conduct of their Christian neighbors.

example, the Christian residents of a certain city are lewd, 

you may expect to find the Jewish inhabitants of that city

m However, no matter how hard the jew tried

to find favor in the eyes of the Christians by imitating
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> artists drew pictures in which they mocked the jews and

their poets wrote venomous attacks against the jews. Even

then the spirit of mercy moved the clergy

speak in behalf of the jews, their words

were of no avail. jaerthold, though he doubtlessly dis

liked the jews, insisted that it was the duty of the

"This, he said, "they must do

the annihilation of the Jewish people.

poets and the clergy did

I

It

*

/ when every now and

or the officers to

government to protect them.

for two reasons. (1) In order that they (they Jews) might 

be living witnesses of their crime against Jesus. (2) 

Those who are now jews, in the "latter days" will be con

verted to uhristianity.I12 However, the masses of the people 

too£ their cue from the poets and speakers who advocated

And that which the

, the mob did a'v ' •

In the light of the terrible hardships imposed 

upon the jews, it is simple to understand why the Jew felt 

so bitterly toward the uhristian World and why he so intense

ly distrusted it. It is possible to understand and appreciate 
H'^Xtha^phrase /'//' fUWi ->/>«--»»'? when we read the

following story. Once it was decreed that all Jews must 

change their religion and undergo baptism. Many Jews 

attempted to flee and thus cling to their faith. At that 

time there were some onicials who pretended that they
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artists drew pictures in which they mocked the jews and

their poets wrote venomous attacks against the Jews. Even

speak in behalf of the jews, their words

were of no avail. Berthold, though he doubtlessly dis

liked the jews, insisted that it was the duty of the

government to protect them. "This, he said, "they must do

the annihilation of the Jewish people.

poets and the clergy did t a

it.

Many Jews

At that

!

I

v^hen^ every now and then the spirit of mercy moved the clergy 

or the officers to

Those who are now jews, in the "Blatter days” will be con

verted to Christianity .-^-l2 However, the masses of the people 

toofc: their cue from the poets and speakers who advocated

for two reasons. (1) In order that they (they Jews) might 

be living witnesses of their crime against Jesus. (2)

time there were some

And that which the 
, the mob did?'?' Zr/va.

in the light of the terrible hardships imposed

upon the jews, it is simple to understand why the Jew felt 

so bitterly toward the Christian World and why he so intense-
| \jy distrusted it. It is possible to understand and appreciate 

V^^the.^phrase when we read the

following story. Once it was decreed that all Jews must 

change their religion and undergo baptism.

attempted to flee and thus cling to their faith.

oiiicials who pretended that they
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3 were
will guard you from your enemies.”
came Therefore, we say

many of the laws enacted at that time which might other

wise seem barbarous to

of the times.

In order to

when herescape punishment she wanted to be converted.

11

V

Hebrew a poem which was used by non-Jews. 

composed a poem in which he praised his religion, the 

Rabbis cautioned the people not to repeat it in Hebrew.

to them, they killed them.
i°/c 113.

The Jews even looked askance at translating into

If a Christian

Once a Jewish girl gave birth to a 

(by a Christian) and so she killed her child.

being converted.) 

him permission.115

father learned of her plans, he went to the Rabbis and 

asked their permission to kill her (to prevent her from

However, the Rabbis refused to grant
r!7> tn? 6The experience of dying

was such a common one among the jews of the Rhine district 
that there arose the belief that when a man dies 
nothing pains him,—not even if they burn him, stone him, 
bury him alive, or hang him.^'1’6

I o y/^

friendly to the jews and said, "Come tfith us and we

And when the Jews

&

nor example, a father was permitted to kill 

his son in order to prevent him from experiencing forced 

conversion.114

us, take an a new meaning in view
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-)

0
P'^'an ->ao

as

Tn brief r't'on too

J Instead

It is interesting td note how cautious the Jew was

u

3

come upon them, ixior should they put crosses on their 
clothes or go with them to their holy places.’1'

they expected the people to sacrifice their lives fear
lessly t f-r . Of course there were exceptions to 

this rule as in the case of the Jewess who was permitted 

to wear "priestly garments" and thus resemble a priootoos
121

if she feared being attacked while taking a trip.

Nor should a Jew disguise himself 

a priest in order to escape detection, 

says "A man should not wear the clothes of their priests, 

study their books, or recite their poems..1...”119 The 

rabbis recognized the danger of allowing their people to 

imitate the Christians in anyway or at anytime and so they 

forbade jews from disguising themselves as Christians even 

if by so doing they might save their lives. They tibld the 

people not to put crosses on their houses when the crusaders

They also told the people to refrain from using cradle 

songs which the Christians used in order to sing their 
117infants to sleep. In order to do away with the over

whelmingly prevalent practice of changing Jewish names to 

sound more German, the authors of p'?'an ->so wrote, 

"A Jew should not permit a Christian to call him by the 

names of his gods."118
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3 we are told that

V/f

The

hence it

in his dealings with the non-jewish world.

"if a priest or a witch conies to a Jew and seeks to argue 

with him about the 'i'orah, the Jew should not answer him un

less he is a scholar and adequately prepared to defend his 
point,122

.. 'J .

L

•A-d/! On the other hand we read the complaint of a 

uhristian writer who wrote the following in the year 1166: 
(r {''-rFF /°'9"9J UX9 a a/< U'->rz'nv W/S U/<

*’4^123. s>y I'/, Gua :

J/’X— « would be erroneous to assume that as a result of

this justifiable feeling of bitterness and suspicion which 
. J the Jew had toward the non-Jew, there was little or no in- 

' tercourse between them. Quite the contrary seems to have '(,4* been tho case. Just as the authorities of the Jewish commun- 
i-fcy exacted laws designed to protect the people against the 

' L-ycruelties of the Christians so they also passed laws to pro- 

> "tect Christian/from being cheated or exploited by dishonest

Jews. At this time a certain Rabbi taught the people that 
a gentileit was forbidden for a Jew to wear a garment which 

left with him in pledge, for the gentile left it with him 
124 

with the understanding that he shouldn’t use it.

servants of the Jews used to steal there master’s money and 

was permissable for wealthy Jewess’ to carry a key 

around their neck on however, in spite of this, the



-62=

3
In r't'on •>»><’

we a

no success in his business. If it is discovered that a

Just as you should be
A

you should be honest in yur dealings with a gentile

is better that he go begging than

128

a gentile is committing

power to undo it — let -him do so.

such and such a

<w-> -xk r

and so."129

Jews used to give "Purim money" to their maids regardless 

of whether they were Jewish or Christian,125

Jewish man intends to swear falsely to a Christian, the 

entire Jewish community is obliged to prevent him.I27

honest in your dealings with a Jew, so

find the principle, "Let no man commit a sin against 

gentile — these things debase the individual and there is
126

the duty of that jew to say, "don’t do any business with so 

There were certain circumstances under which 

on behalf of his

"If a man is poor, it 

swindle money from a gentile and thus profane ffod’s name. 

For the gentiles will say that all Jews are robbers and 
swindlers.12^ If a gentile said to a Jew "I want to go to 

place and there are Jews there whom I fear 

Tell me who are the honest Jews," it is

a Jew was asked by the authorities to pray 

non-jewish neighbors. If a Jew sent a gentile to a distant 

land, it is well to pray for his safe return for if he didnt 

return alive, the entire Jewish population would accused of 

killing him.130 p'^'on says that if a man sees that

a transgression and if it is in his 

ror behold, God sent

will cheat me.
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Jonah to jminveh.13! Or if there is a gentile who does

applies in the case of a
a Jew to such an extent that shewoman

i~>3 is. "It is better to marry the offspring of a

a

much for humanitarian reasons

government.

atically ghettoized.

dency on the part of the central government!

closer scrutiny we begin to suspect that the Jews were

was willing to undergo conversion in order to marry him, 

she would be greatly respected by the Jevzish community 

and her children vzould be regarded in the same way that a

who is goodhearted, modest, charitable, and

honest than to marry a who lacks these quali-
. . 133ties.

granted this privelege not so

as because this system lightened the burden of the central 

And so we find that even with regard to govern-

,132
favors for Jews, it is permissable to entreat God to 

lighten his judgement 

If a gentile woman Idved

6
However, upon

mental activities and functions the Jews were being system- 

The Jews of the city formed not only 

a religious community with the synagogue as its center, but 

they also constituted a governmental unit, divorced from the 

gentile world. In many places the Jewish community possessed

•rhe Jews in Germany in the 12th century enjoyed a 

certain degree of self government^and bn rirst^blance one 

might be led to believe that this indicates a liberal ten-
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both communal and judicial autonomy.-)

3
Jews were tried in here the representative

or the head of the Jewish community was the so-called juden-

bischof who was elected by the Jewish community. In the

event that a Christian or even a clergyman accused a Jew,

t-
In

places where various nationalities having different juris-

In cases applying to quarrels between jews and gentiles, 
138 

they must be tried in the court of the accused. (2)

•rwo general principles applied in cases in-

(1)

admitted as

he had to direct his remarks to both the judenbischof and 

his counsel.137

volving people of different religions or nationalities.

Council in 1179: "We have

witnesses in all cases.where the jews attempt

At times this judicial 

autonomy was brought into play in cases of quarrels between 

jews and non-Jews.134 In the jrear 1090, King Henry IV 

stated clearly that cases involving jews should be judged by 

their own people and that only jews should serve as witnesses 

in such cases, rurthermore, he stated specifically that their 

quarrels should be judged according to Jewish law.135 In 

Koln (Cologne) onSQy the more severe crimes were dealt with 

by the archbishop. However, all minor crimes committed by 
Jewish courts.136

prudence live together, both peoples should be accepted as 

witnesses.139 However, it seems that these principles were 

not kept very rigidly, for we read the decision of the Lateran 

decided that Christians should be
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In the

■)

3

prefers jews to Christians in such cases should be banned, 

because the Jews are subject to the uhristians and are only- 
tolerated out of sufferance."140

you.

"stumbling” of the tongue than through a 

feet. j?or through a stumbling of the tongue

or

taxation which the

The life of the informer was made extremely difficult 
by the officials of the Jewish community*and at times he 

was compelled to leave the household of'Israel.

of Liainz ( ) in 1120, the rabbis decreed harsh pun

ishment to be imposed not only on informers but even on in

dividuals who sought to remove themselves form the yoke of 
the -J /vjp or to rid themselves of the ban or to evade the 

/sTp imposed upon itself.141 However, 

if one saw that his neighbor was engaged in illegitimate 

business which would jeopardize the position of the con- 

greation, he was obliged to make known that "So and so is 

engaged in ugly business."142 Because of this fear of in

formers (and there was good reason to fear them) the rabbis 

advised the people to be most cautious in their speech. 

“When you speak at night, speak in a whisper and when you 
on

speak by day look about you; and be/guard against the wall 

which is behind you. mor a man will die sooner through a 

stumbling of the

he will lose

to convict uhristians by means of Jewish wltnessen. whoever.
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}

regret it.

The

pepple were cautions not to house even an orphan who was a

exclusively in his hands.

inhabitants of the east.engaging in trade with the

formed unions and used all

One of the rabbis wisely observed, "When

I speak I (may) regret it, but when I don’t speak I don’t 

before I speak, I am master of my words, however, 
after I have spoken the words are my master."145

C )' : / The crusades deprived the jew of his position of

dominance in the world of trade which was until now almost 

■rhe Christians themselves began 

They

slanderer "for there is no merit in him" M Nor did the

T teacher permit a slanderer to remain among his pupils "for 
there is no place by reason of his slandering."145

Y&f

his head while through a stumbling of the feet he may be 
cured."143

sorts of devices to rid them

selves of Jewish competition. This ultimately eliminated 

the jew from the world of international trade and he had to 

maintain himself by engaging in the small local trade^fa/97j*^ 

As a result of this miserable condition, the jew was pract

ically forced to enter the despised business of money lend-

Further on they said "Unless you have tried 

your friend many times, don’t repeal anything to him, lest 

he turn and become your en^my and reveal your secret; and 

don’t reveal anyone’s secret without first obtaining his 
permission."144
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J

I

ing. we find the poet Walter von der Vogelweide saying 

in one of his poems, "ich wolt ez z’einem Juden borgen."^47 

Stobbe correctly stated that "The business of moneylending 

and of taking interest preserved the jew during the Middle 

Ages for in spite of the hatred and zealous persecution he 

had to endure, he found a place to dewll. On the other 

hand this (money lending) led to his being hated and des

pised to such an extent that the uhristians performed all 

types of cruelties in order to destroy him."^48 However, 

it should be clearly understood that the Jew was not to be 

blamed for engaging in this, the only business left open to 

him. it is the gentile who is to be blamed for closing 

all other doors to him. rhe government officials as well 

as the clergy took advantage of the widespread hatred for 

the jews and of their despised position. Often they would 

make demands of the dews which werd nothing short of black

mail. One rabbi of the 13th century writes, "This is what 

the officers do. They demand of the jew ten times as much 

money as he possesses and they terrify him in order that he 

should make haste in ransoming himself." Another rabbi says, 

"They would sooner kill a dew than allow him to go free with 

out first making payment. One time the Jews hesitated m 

meeting the demands of the officer and when they returned 

with the ransom with which to redeem their fellow Jew, h y
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3 149were told that he died and was thrown to the dogs. Their

tiow-

It is for this reason that the Jews

1 Because of the

It should not be assumed that the authorities of the
Jewish community looked with favor on the practice of money-

Quite the opposite was true.

lending.

And even those who were

were certain bishops who used to take "their Jews" along 
with them when they went to visit the king, so that they 
could borrow money from them whenever they needed it.

employed the phrase which David used against his enemies
O/V 6 j'ff' PJ'M'/ ^/( ",150

frequency of such incidents as the one just mentioned the jews 
in Germany lent money only on security of a raustpf ayfd, whihh fl/Xs 

really amounted to double the -fcalue of the loan.'

ever, when the time of payment would approach, they would 
dismiss the jew by saying " 'PiQ.i or else they would re
fuse to pay altogether.

151 I

In ->so therelending.
appears a bitter denunciation of those who engage in money- 

"V/hoever lends money on interest, shall ultimately 

lose his money; whoever clips coins or gives short weights 

or deals crookedly shall lose his station, and his sons 

will be seperated from each other in a strange land and they 

will need (the aid of ) other people.

their friends and those who borrowed from them and those who 
helped them, shall lose there money.152 In spite of this
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Z3 attitude, we know that the jews continued in their role as
money lenders.

.Bernard of olairvaux in 1146

d ews. ”

7)
Joerthold in a sermon against money lending on the part of

Christians declared "What will you do about the violence

cries of the poor come before the righteous God?”

Money lending was not the only business in which the

1
In

used to sell the clergy all of their clergy articlesvzho
When he died his customers brought theirfor their churches.

In

vzho cultivated grapes.

Juda aus Mainz were busy at the time of the grape harvest

Seigfried nebbing,who vzas known for his hatred of 

the Jews wrote (15th century) "that Christian who lends

Aronius* Regestin we read an account concerning two Jews

"R. Isaac bar Joel ha-levi und liar

However, they were not the only ones vzho 
were engaged in this business.

sermon in which he urged the uhristians to stop per

secuting the jews, told them that, "the Christian money 

lenders are worse and more sinful in their actions than the

vzhich is in your hands, on the day of judgement when the
154

in a

Jews engaged, though it is very easy to get this erroneous 
impression by reading some of the accounts of that period, 

we read an interesting account about a dew

crucifixes to his bedside and said, "We will deal with him 
155 as he has dealt with us — measure for measure."

money secretly is worse than the jew vzho lends money openly’.1^
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In still

It must

we learn this from the tact that in

slaves." Furthermore there were jews who were large 7
•ro substantiate this statement we haveproperty ov;ners.

only to turn to the entries in Aronius' Regesten between

AOln."

76 for

great role in her husband’s business.
besides caring for her house and children, actually con-

In readinggard which an individual had for his fellow.

'r/x-C

another entry we find that the jew Vives and his wife do
nated a vineyard to the Holy Kilian of Wurzburg.153
not be assumed that the Jewish population in G-ermany was

As a matter of fact, many of them could even afford

fa
±hey read "Salemon buys a house iri^\5the years 1135 and 1152.

"Salemon and his wife Rachel buy a house in Koln 
thirty marks."160 These are but a few of the many en

tries of real estate transactions. The women played a

ducted a business so that her husband could study and travel,.; 
in order to attain unto scholarship.^6^

from the Jew Gottschalk von Frankfurt.’
‘ •; this is the first mention of a jew in Frankfurt)

when they were killed by the Qrusaders.156 Later on we read

> £ about the Goldsmith Hermann of Koln who just bought a house 
S . from the Jew Gottschalk von Frankfurt.157 (Incidentally

- poor.

\,t -to purchase slaves.

£ i,£V»^1124 r.erzog^bouGht-Hll'_the Christian slaves from the jews

k? * and ordered that "in the future jews can’t own uhrifetian
. s.„159

■ ■ ; .. .

Sometimes the woman, /.r / .

-
■ ,

It Is interesting, in passing, to note the high re-' '
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distinct set of legislation which we might term as

wholesome mutual respect which marked the relationship
between a man and his friend. In we read,

A man should be careful not
/*' "Oto intentionally embarass his friend in. public — for ex-

Or, if you

don’t ask him questions concerning unless
In short,n it seems that the entire attitude which the rabbis of the

be

To

It was considered, highlywith their servants and maids.

□ say ’you did not do well,’

the various chronicles of this period we come across a

Only a few examples will be necessary to illustrate the *

7>/)5>V

improper to put a man servant or a maid servant to shame.
”If they have done the will of their master, he should not 

for there is nothing worse than

"An individual can even lie in order to prevent the em- 
barassment of his friend."’1'62

12th century took with regard to human relations might
summed up in the following sentence.

■ ■ r ' 166
IjQ/V b'fl/) 'i/W'lfr/ b'nA 'JM » WW - •

the credit of the Jewish community, it must be said

If, you are entertaining a guest at your home,

you know in advance that he can answer them.’1’65

ample, if a freed slave is in your presence, don’t speak 
about the Canaanites lest it embarass him.163

so — however, under no circumstances should you put him
. , 164to shame.

;V;

/ v
V>.-. " '-v see a teacher sho is imparting incorrect information to his

~ ‘ \pupils, if you can correct him without embarrasing him, do

'"I. —
that this identical attitude carried over in their relations
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If the ov/ner of slaves suddenly be-

He was asked to consider if he

nor should a man

)
just as the people regarded both their friends and

their servants as being deserving of the highest consider
ation so they dealt kindly and humanely with their animals.
tte read that "a righteous man knows the nature of his
animal and vzhen it is sick, he does not work it. And when

spread.
of these acts forbade them saying, “A man must not change

animal by clipping its tail or shearing its ears was wide- 
However, Jewish authorities, realizing the cruelty

It seems that the practice of attempting to beautify an

ungratefulness.167

came impoverished, he was enjoined by the authorities not 

to sell them to a tyrant.

the time approaches when it is about to give birth, he 

does not work it.^^O

attmept to stir up strife and jealousy among his maids 

so that they will spy on each other.

were in their place how he would like to be disposed of 

and should treat them accordingly.168

or a man should not
169keep maids or servants who are slanderers.

The rabbis said that a man should
drink first and then the animal. rf/ f*Or 

p/rQJf C• However, with regard to hunger, the animal

should eat first and then the man

1*aJ/ rl,,f
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If he clips the

as a matter of fact, the
principle of

)

we have previously mentioned the role which super-

Jtiowever, its influence was not merely confined

we find this to be especially true in the field of

3

at this time that horsemen were warned that they would be
j-r 1‘jtiOo )

v, ; stition played in shaping the religious outlook of the 12th

punished if they were found using spurs ( 
on the horses.175

f?4

the "form" of an animal, for uod created all the animals 

with whatever they needed, ±or instance, he gave the 

animal a tall with which it chases flies, 

animals tail

J
^century.

", a * I /.to reJigion but even penetrated the so called scientific 

. fields.J
.medicine which resorted to mysticism and “home remedies. In 

3 ri3 * o1 , his > . ," Rabbi h'liezer of worms, tells

to determine whether a pregnant woman will bear a boy >
'■ or girl. »?/•/« I ,/

3.^ r/ ,3 W I <</<&.}
m.i'r/'/ />/</=/ !v

pU J? •S>VJ/ 1
■3Q3 /L/ w Ai’mI 3i/< .33?j J,^ f/<>

and thinks he hasn’t done it any harm, behold 
he actually did harm the animal for it can no longer pro
tect itself against the flies.172

'/ya ->r_? operated to such an extent
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In order to prevent a pregnant woman from having a mis

carriage, they used to give her a certain type of stone

to wear about her neck.

v) and weight. Since such remarkable medicinal powers were
ascribed to it, it was considered to be very Valuable.
One of the common causes of miscarriage was a certain type

In order to

ease the pains of childbirth the wise men recommended that

the -..■omen wear strips of their husbands clothing — whether

they be of his vest, his pants, or his girdle.

The

remedy for a headache was called in German "Messen” or
"Spannen" and it was permissable to use it even on the

In order to cure throat ailments, they used cer-babbath.

Children’s diseases were
for the most part attributed to evil spirits. In order to

guard against these evil influences or aginst the /'v ,

*

The doctors recommeded the use of a 
for this ailment.175

I O-w

f>l,l [ft]fit ^7) />/t / J €G-
/%/ 3 p -pj/fZ, j/r J „

+ n + „ — ----------4------------------ ---------------- U------4--------------------4_ '

' 7
This stone which was called /yjiJ/pJ"£ 7.

was hollow in the center and resembled an egg in both size

of bowel disease.

grass " as a cure

tain magic formulae which they pronounced over a type of 
grass known as "Hollerblatter.”177

This
176 suggestion was found both among Jews and Gentiles.
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a

This was probably due to the fact that they were suspected of

witchcraft. One of the popular rumors of the day was that

Jewish pjiysiclans used their knowledge to the harm of their

Christian patients. However, it seems as in many other
similar cases, when a good Jewish physician was available,
the Christians ignored both rumor and prohibition alike.

3 In Aronius* Regesten we read that the Archbishop Bruno of
Trier suffered a great deal from Diarrhoea and hence had the

Among them was a Jew namedfinest physicians around him.
Joshua who was very learned in medicine and also had a good
knowledge of Hebrew literature and Judaism.
Joshua was converted to Christianity by the archbishop.'

Mo account of Jewish communal life in Germany would

Kammerknechschaft.
y

be complete which failed to deal with the institution of
The basis for this Kammerknechschaft is

Ultimately 
180

prohibition leveled against Jewish physi
cians, stating that they must not treat Christian patients.

There was a

v P ( The
\ showed iih 
W r. .

they would hang cameos ( ) around their necks.
It would become tedious to enumerate all of the cures used by 

the people which were based solely on ignorance and super

stition. Hven the urine o^ a man or defication of an 

or a pig were considered both internal and external cures 

'suspicion which existed between both Jew and Gentile 

slf very clearly in the field of medicine.
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said to lie in the following story: When Titus destroyed
Jerusalem, a third of the Jews died of starvation, a third
of the Jews died by the swords of the Romans and the remain
ing third were sold into slavery. At that time all the Jews

who were scattered throughout the Roman Empire became the
property of the kings and it was decreed that they should
become slaves to the king. In return for this it became the

This Titus decreed
'because a Jew named
Arthritis.
in Rome, it became his obligation as well as the obligation

for which they were his Both Henry and Conrad
were friendly .to the Jews and did everything in their power
to protect them.
gained currency that the Emperor was the "patron of the
and that anyone who harmed them was as one who Insulted
the king himself.

to him and got a reaffirmation of their rights and were re
ceived under royal protection.
velege of free trade and duty throughout the Reich.'
Later when the riots which were inspired by clergy and

of those who succeeded him, to protect the jews in return 
slaves.181

They also received the pri-
183

In 1090 when Henry came to bpeyer, the Jews sent an embassy

It was for this reason that the J^ews 
were regarded as servants of the king (Kammerknechi/jl82

, King’s obligation to protect his jews’J
‘ because a Jew named j?> ^/' cured him of G-icht

And so it was that when Charlemagne was crowned

It was for this reason that the opinion
Jews"<v£??X,

■ r
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Conrad III also did this
during the Second Crusade.' On the basis of that protec
tion vzhich the Emperor granted to the Jews, he established
the theory that all Jews no matter where they lived and
whose subjects they might be were under his direct protec
tion and hence in return were obliged to pay special taxes.
consequently, since they paid taxes to the Emperor, they

being royal Kaiumerknecht-?

is is impossible to date its origin accurately!' It
should be understood that Kammerknechtschaft does not imply

The Jews d>f the 12th century enjoyed
They were permittedcertain rights — rights of free men.

when, for

However, even though theJews to fight on the-Sabbath.

of protection in return for Kamm^knechtschaft started dur
ing the reign of Frederick narbaroaa, but Stobbe says that 

185

vassalage, it only means that the jews were obliged to pay 
tribute to the king.

to carry weapons and even to engage in duels.
example, the city of Worms was beselged, the jews fought 
side by side with the Christians to defend the city from 
the attackers and the Rabbiswent so far as to permit the

were not regarded as being completely free but rather as 
being royal Kammerknecht-. Graetz assumes that this system

of 1103, Henry IV promised by oath protection to the Jews, 
the churches, and the clergy.

184

knights broke out and the small principalities neither could 
nor would cope with the situation, the king regarded it as 
his duty to intervene and protect jews. In the Lands^frieden (/
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Graetz seems to think that one

Never-

1

In a letter sent in 1157, establishing the rights
of the jews of Worms, Frederick I reaffirms his belief in
Kammerknechtschaf t.

'j-9/r

Later in a letter to the jews of Regensburg in the year 1182,

By the time that Frederick II ascends the throne we find that
there is already a new term to indicate the special status
of the Jews.

opment.

o

people .no^***
189

Hardly had a gentile boy .of girl 
disappeared or a body of a murdered gentile been found, than 
the blame was laid at the doorstep of the jews.^-8®

He says that the "Kaiser regards him
self as the only ruler of the J ews f7>(. -1-88

(^Beginning of the 12th 
full devel-

theless the German Emperors continued in their belief that 
they were the protectors of the Jewish peoplesw->;»->7»

'/cdj ,/o-x p/o 9 3(</<-> /r<L 'u

18?

royal chamber ,"+vu By this time 
century) Kammerknechtschaft had come into its

In summing up this practice, Stobbe makes this

Jews were gegarded as the king’s servants and he was suppos
ed to protect them, they were in constant danger of attack 
by the hostile non-jews.
of the reasons for this danger was the rumor that the Jews 
drank blood of GenTbles.

They are called the "special servants of the 
J90

Frederick I says that it is his duty to protect all the 9 ■//>'»/

ft j'
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revealing observation "only self interest motivated the

his flock in order that he might derive profit from it.*

In the foregoing section we have discussed life in
the Jewish community. We have dealt with Jewish self

) and
0 even the influence of current thought on "Jewish medicinal

remedies. We can readily see that the outer world had
forced the jew in Germany to establish for himself an
in which he lived. however, even in this small world of
his own he lived in constant dread for the 12th century
was the crusading century — The crusades brought to the

<vo
In the followingwhich occurred in the 12th century.

chapter, we shall study in detail the heartless even bar

baric acts of the crusaders against the Jews of Germany,

Emperors to protect the Jews, just as a shephdrd protects
191

government, jurisprudence in the Jewish community, Jewish 

attitudes toward people and animals ( /»"/> vrj’

Jewish community nothihg but suffering and death. Perhaps

neber in the history of the world, had a more outrageous
i ' - ■ ■

crime been perpetrated in the name of religion than that



CHAPTER III
The Crusades0

Robinson in his "History of V/estern Europe"1writes,
"Of all the events of the Middle Ages the most romantic
and fascinating are the crusades, the adventurous expedi
tions to Syria undertaken by kings and doughty knights with
the hope of permanently reclaiming the Holy Land from the

0 infidel Turks." I sights this extract because it is so
characteristic of the attitude most historians take toward1 the crusades. In reality such words as "romantic" and
"fascinating" are entirely out of place in a description
of this movement which left death and misery in its tracks.
Amore accurate appraisal of the crusades would probably be
to say that it was one of the darkest pages in the annuls
of human history. Only the members of one generation actu
ally suffered the physical hardships wrought by the crusades,

n
However, even this great calamity which befell our people

It strengthened the dews be-brought with it some good.
lief in his God and in his religion and he gladly sacrificed
his very life for

contradistinction to previous outbreaks which were local

O'

but the accompanying spiritual havoc which it left behind 
can be seen in its effects on the Jews of our day."2

caro says that^the causes of the outbreaks against 
the Jews in Germany are (1) a real popular movement in
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and arranged by individuals who had an interest at stake.

He further claims that the economic
basis given for the crusades are inadequate. "Jews were
neither strangers in the cities not were they distinguish
able from the remainder of the population by their profess
ions. The only real difference was religion. The Crusaders

.3 Of course it would be different
to prove that religious zeal was not one of the motivating
forces of the crusades. But in spite of what Caro says, we

li/V) must not overlook the economic factors involved. caro errs
vzhen he says that the Jews were not distinguishable from

remainder of the population by their profession for we
know that the Jew of the 12th century was forced to earn

Stobbe seems to be more accurate when he

crusade
whoever

o

(2) there was a real religious zeal which motivated the 

crusader’s actions.3

stirred up the religious zeal of the inhabitants and hence 

the subsequent unrest.

V ’ 
"l '

rw u/^the
' . ; Eno,

x•<- ; 1 his livelihood through money lending and hence was hated
pand dispised.
\says "Gradually the main purpose of the persecution changed 
from conversion (religious zeal) to that of spoiling property 

el t _
and freeing one’s self from his debtors.'5 As a matter of 
fact, Avignon III, in order to gain adherents for the second 

let it be known that all debts would be wiped out by 
undertook the crusade? *>° attempts to

account'for the anti Jewish outbreaks in the following manner:



-82-
^-1

D'tsv /€'* /?/7 uin-

4)

<V)

k- 0-4

Reports had filtered in from France concerning the 

activities of the urusaders which made the Jewish population

Q’Pv 4~. ■

,>4i
i / I
'•jyM

[fils'

. f which were perpetrated in the name of religion.
: ■ £

'TCC^-
f

\-
\ However, regardless of which one of these factors or group 
of factors was instrumental in bringing about the wholesale 
slaughter of Jewish communities, we can’t find even the 
slightest hint of justification for the terrible barbarities

45 Jji ’ f'V/l/r pQ ~ 0 /

Fl'pJj/ dp^T p~>1^ /°Lof?S> -L/nJ/t
fC/r 'J'-a xi'py/V’

/c’fi/ 7c<V P?'n=>J/ /°5>A

/'?'// ,7^0' PC ->2.3'

In 1091 the Jewish population of Speyer sent 
(itkfp1 , p(rt,A/ , Mtyn’j'lf?jf> J5?AJ>' >

to beseech Henry 17 to provide them with protection. Henry

-• . responded by issuing a proclamation declaring that anyone

£ ^Aho was found guilty of either harming a Jew or forcing him 

to undergo conversion, would be fined twelve litres of gold. 

'Furthermore, any jew who was converted automatically for- t 

felted his right to inheritance. In case of a trial be-

Aj^jtween a Jew and a non-Jew, the oath taken was to be in r/

11jl I in the Rhine district very uneasy for they knew that the
crusaders vzould soon pass through Germany on their way to 
Palestine.

x \ A such men as
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-3 It was forbidden to sub-

8 However, six years

the Jews.

This bishop whose

name was

sword.

possible to repulse him.

the townsfolk -ierit ’’ to tlie crusaders' in their attack

proposed massacre suffering a loss of only eleven persons.
Of course, it is self evident the band of crusaders which 
attacked Speyer was a small one and for this reason it was

However, we do know that some of

a ccordance with the Jewish law.
ject Jews to the ordeals of fire or water in order to 
establish their guilt or innocence.' 
later the Crusaders used this

I 
<

He went out to "meet” the/*'/^-,and received 
aid from Jews concerning whom the chronicler says.y'^rp'^ p<j i 
10* P/0 '3/?^ J\/c /9AV F>N'3^

Thus we see that through the aid of the bishop and their 
own courage the Jews of Speyer were able to repulse the

TA/tts merely as a taunt to
Salomo bar Simeon gives us a vivid account of 

what happened dn 1096 when the crusaders came upon the city 
Speyer c??)/ '€>/>•» 40'S >> '/(

4'->P'//r->’"S>t G>? & Inf

**'-p^ '**
G, ,44 fQlJi /'"n' *

. Some of the Jews had taken refuge in the bishop’s castle 
and some fled to the king’s stronghold.

' was a very honest and sincere person 
and he didn’t care to convert people at the point of the
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□t

groups
fourteen days later these

crusaders turned their attention to the city of worms.

;re for them. The people divided themselves into twoT)

corpse which had been buried thirty days previously

'did to our friend; they took a gentile and boiled him inU <‘ /W
water and they poured the water into our wells in order to
kill us." When the remainder of the population heard this
they exclaimed "Let not even one of them (Jews) escape —
even the infants and the sucklings that are in the cradles."
The townsfold first attacked the homes of the Jews and

When the Jews saw thatkilled whomever they found there.
the slaughter was great, some of them decided to be con-

However, in spite of this outwardverted to Christianity.
The

on the Jews for we read that the bishop caught some of the 
1' culprits and had their hands cut off.

action, they never really gave up their religion.
Jewish community even sent words of comfort to them saying,

ers waited on the outskirts of Speyer until other 
joined it and strengthened it.

11 ’. This band of Crusad-

dug up a
^47-’ and they carried it about the city saying "See what the Jews

One group fled for protection to the palace of the 
Bishop and the other group remained at home.  
The townsfolk promised them protection sayings)k 

However,
___ ----------- -------- ,----------------saying p w )k I a

iZ'ZJ -/“3V «/<• '■?
on the 23rd day of some of' the townsfolk

When reports of what happened in Speyer filtered 

into Worms, the Jews were terrified for they knew what was 

in s^t: 

groups.
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12

whether he was able to do Al or do we know whether theso.
crusaders found them, or whether he handed them over to the
crusaders. But we do know that he told them that if they

would refuse to accept conversion, he could not continue

to offer them refuge. They asked the bishop to give them

time to consider his offer.

3

whose name was

Isaac.
And 7)3 |Q3 answered, "My Eord, my lord. wait a while’.

We do not know definitely 
whether or not the bishop really wanted to help the jews or

unto me all of you. (

The chronicler continues tell-
>/tp '”7

• p «<>/r /» 15 

/v

J,/, 47 ,rf7£,r/,c

ing his gruesome story, p J'S wu
r^'j^j^/c inp'i.p?3 p^3>'^ i^7*1

13. '=»0» /<'”•' ~
many stories are told by the chronicler concerning individual

->d/^ ft[~p>/t _
It happened on Rosh Hodesh Bivan that the Crusaders sought 
to take vengeance of those jews who sought refuge in the 
palace of the Bishop. The villagers joined them and to
gether they beseiged the palace.

instances of bravery and heroism. There was present a man 
» pf7c/f and he called aloud, "Hearken 
God gave me this son and ,

-§3^. my wife gave birth to him in her old age and his name is 
Now I shall offer him as a sacrifice as didu’aA
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3 Don’t harm the child, whom I begot at my old age. Kill me
And

answered, "I won’t even delay a moment. he
who gave him to us will take him and seat him in the lap of
Abraham our father. And he bound Isaac, his son, and took

the blessing for With
that he slew him. ‘i'here was a well known wc

came to her and said, ’’Behold you are a woman or valor —
God does not desire to save you for at this very moment
naked corpses are lying on the streets and there is no one

And they fell on their kneesto buy them. be baptizedl”
before her for they did not wish to kill her since her

God.

was killed at the gates.'

Thea

G I 
iV

probably on the pretense of being converted) he drew out 
knife and stabbed one of the bishop's assistants.

and the urusaders killed his father
When he entered the church (

oA' who hid in an underground chamber out-
All the people (Gentiles) of the city

be then pronounced 
and his son answered A/r . » 

ronfan whose

the knife in his hand to kill his son.
S> (7'nL

14

name of
and his seven brothers.

first so that I shouldn’t see the death of the boy."

} name was

side of the city.

reputation as a person of culturejand fefinement was wide

spread. However, she answered "Far be it from me to deny

Kill me for His sake and for the sake of His Ta^ah

and don’t delay any longer." And so this valorous woman
15, There was a young lad by the
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In 1096 when the people of Hainz heard what had

3
reports reached them of the dreadful fate which befell their
brethren in worms and Speyer. They immediately took coun

cil and decided to attempt to bribe the bihhop and his
And they said to them, "Hearkenunderlings to protect them.

to our advice and bring all your money to our treasure house
and also bring your wives, your sons,your daughters into

It is inter-the bishop’s palace until the danger passes.

19

Here we find undeniable evidence that although they placed
their lives in the hands of the bishop and gave him a goodly
sum of money in return for protection, the Jews suspected
his intentions. — A suspicion which incidentally was more

At that time there arose Gottfriedthan justified in the end.

3

and they wrote,
18..

Crusaders immediately fell upon him and virtually tore him 
to pieces.16

happened to their brethren in rrance, they decreed a fast
'/jA ufo-j/e IJ't-T ,/•/? Q 

tym/J//>£, /'ft Uf' C/( dfy 71

However, their feeling of security was short lived for soon

esting to note that thi;

'• ij\(^ /'9/o

.s advice is followed by this statement: 
P^‘7> /J-iorf) /J-ao/F '-9S /j 3JT Uaj! -/Cr/»W

_ M. ■jf'.

According to the chronicler, during the two 
days of the massacre in Homs, eight hundred people were 
slaughtered.17
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of Bouillon who vowed that he would not go on the crusade
until he had avenged the blood of Christ with the blood of
of the jews. However, Rabbi Kalonymos, the Parnas of Mainz

sent a messenger to King Henry and told him what was being

plotted against the Jews.

ordering them not to harm the jews. Nevertheless, as an

added precaution, the Jews paid for protection. However,1

the townsfolk came to the defense of the Jews. During

Immediately the cry went out

/jWc) pass-On Rosh Hodesh Sivan,'the lyernor

Seeing this, the elders of the Jews went to the bishop

In return for thisand bribed him with 300 silver pieces.

■rhe Gove;promised to help them.
At midnightthat the townsfolk would help protect them.

of the 3rd of Sivan, and his army approached the

The King became angry and, sent 
proclamations to his governors, officers, and to cottfried

him, the chronicler writes, 
22.

he gathered approximately 1300 Jews into his castle and 
ior~also promised the Jews

the skirmish which ensued one of the crusaders was killed.

ed through Mainz on his way to the Holy Land.

ij'y

Concerning
- U'T»^ Cl l/t -> 5>'3> /,/»/ 

/ f a/?/ ?■»’'

20" n/>jF-U'£r/

When the crusaders attempted to massacre the Jews, some of

all this was to no avail for the crusaders said "
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“B gates of the city.

The Jevzs were

$ crusaders for they were weakened by their troubles and
fasting. The Jews attempted to stand their ground in the

.bishop’s palace but their defenders fled and even the bishop

fled to a church for the crusaders sought to kill him for

having defended the jews.

1

23./>W
When the Jews realized that they were doomed, they decided

Some of the townsfolk opened the gates 

for them and when they saw that they were receiving cooper

ation from the city dwellers, they were more determined 

than ever to avenge the death of Christ, 

terrified when they learned of the treachery of their 

allies but they clung to their faith tenatiously. Then they 

armed themselves as best they could and Rabbi Kalonymos 

stood at their head. However, the Jews were no match forthe

On the third day of Sivan the 
crusaders entered the palace. /;>//£✓' 
piT/'& t/f; twv Wl’rt'f/' ft/*

/,-r^r u'^

that it was good to die for /°C5> 3W and that they would 

enjoy the benefits of the "world to come" in

"Then," continues the chronicler, "they all shouted,

MM*' //' //»->/> -U/W VyjJI
,p'^ 'n 3’/)'^ & /J^/A (riM A't>'//'**'
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Rabbi Yitzchak bar Moshe and other important Rabbis

When ■■ the Crusaders came

When those who were in the castle
saw what was taking place in the court, they decided to
take their own lives. They said "Their is nothing better
for us to do than to sacrifice our lives." Then the women
killed their sons and daughters and later committed suicide.
The men also killed their wives and children. ■rhe young

25

Isaac, and they anxiously and calmly awaited death. The

6
In all some 53 people escaped unharmed and among these was

These people hid in the money vault whichRabbi Kalonymos.

However, it was a most un-was in the bishop’s castle.

lated. WJ

the vault to get them some water.

do so until they bribed him with their ten silver pieces.

upon them, they stretched out their necks inviting them to 

chop off their heads.

With this, the women bound their sons as Abraham bound

were sitting in the courtyard wrapped in their prayers 

shawls and awaiting their ddath.

According to P'?'on ->oo
that"day.26

slaughter which followed was ghastly!

more than eleven hundred people met their death on

comfortable room, since it was small and very poorly venti

the sun beat"down -upon them, the occupants of 

the vault became very thirsty and they asked the keeper of 

However, he refused to

women, according to the Chronicler, looked out of their 

windows and crie'd,1.^->'/»£*4 fa* lj'a^
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When the
However, it seems

that the bishop soon had a change of heart and toldp
He told him either to

become converted or to be prepared to suffer the con

sequences

lately took council with his
had proposed to do.
than be converted.
Kalonymos took his son,
slew him. when the bishop heard of this he became very
angry and said "Now I surely do not desire to give him aid."
Upon hearing what the bishop had said the villagers assembled
and drew up in battle to kill the Jews. In the meantime,
Rabbi Kalonymos had heard what the bishop had said. when

However,
he came before the bishop, he took a knife with him intend- 

the Biship’s aids sensed this

Kalonymos that since "his God had forsaken him, he (the 
Bishop) could no longer aid him."

ing to kill him.
plan and they beat Kalonymos to death with their clubs.

before returning to the bishop, Rabbi
/fz' ■>// , and kissed him and then

/*j5)z»/< /A i/c
Kalonymos asked for time to consider the matter and irimed- 

fl^eiyds and what the bishop 
Then they all decided to die rather

At midnight a messenger appeared at the window and told 
Rabbi Kalonymos that he had been sent by the bishop to re
scue him and to bring him and his friends to Kudesheim where 
the Bishop was in hiding. At first Kalonymos didn’t be
lieve him, but when the messenger svore that what he was 
saying was true, Kalonymos consented to go, 
bishop -saw the Rabbi he was overjoyed.
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There are those vzho claim that he never made the afore
mentioned visit to the bishop.

child.

even death, rather than baptism.
be found in

windows to the blood-thirsty mob in order to divert their

attention and to cause them to busy themselves with gather

ing the money so that they might have time to slay their

’’And so it was that when they (the mobs) wouldchildren.

Christians came to clear the dead bodies out of the rooms,

of bodies.

Throughout this terrible ordeal, the women remained 
faithful to their religion and bravely faced suffering and

They claim that he committed 
suicide by falling on his sword after he had slain his

they threw them out of the windows, thus forming mountains
Many of the bodies still had life in them and

(Many such accounts may
->sc>) We are told that during the

And there are still others who maintain that he 
was murdered on his way to see the bishop.27

as they were being heaped in piles, these mortally wounded 
people ma da signs as though to say "Give us water to drink.” 
However, the Christians refused to give them water unless 
they first promised that they would be converted. When 
asked if they would accept conversion, these unfortunate

enter the homes, they would find dead people and people 
vzho were dying wallowing in their own blood."28 When the

massacre the women took their money and tossed it out of the
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J) jews looked heavenward and nodded their heads as though
With this the Christians smote them yet a

On the fifth day of bivan, on the evening of

Every Jew ran for shelter and
protection to the home of his non-jewish neighbor (the
Jews were on good terms with the non-Jews in Cologne)<0 and there they remained for two days. On the dawn of the
third day, voices were heard heralding the advance of the

wo

of the Jews with the intention of repeating the work which
they had so capably done in Mainz. However, they couldn’t
find any Jews at home and so had to be content with wreck-

to the benevolence of the Christiancue

and gladly died/°C^ £/'?/’
When

citizenry of cologne in protecting the Jews, only two people 
These two people met their

crusaders under the leadership of Hermann Zimmerman^ 
sooner had they entered the city than they went to the homes

and the woman’s name was Dp 2") J “>Jty •

were killed by the crusaders.
death because they refused to take refuge with the centiles

The man’s name wasfp'fj

nz' was

ing their Rousing, destroying their synagogue and profan
ing their Torah. On that very day an earthquake occurred

the report of what happened in bpeyer, Worms, and Mainz, 
reached cologne (Koln).

to say ’’No.’’ 
second time.29

which was interpreted by the crusaders as a sign of approval 

from heaven.30
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captured he was taken to
conversion.

They immediately fell upon him
and killed him.

In addition to this the Bishop Herrmann III secretly moved

are (1)These
i (4)

However, their prayers were to no avail for
the blood thirst of the crusaders had not been quenched and

On the

selves
some of the
themselves into the Rhine.

staying at the home of a friendly Christian, when some 
crusaders met her and after robbing her they killed her.^ 
Realizing that there position in cologne was a most danger

fl

5)was attempting to bring some 
gold and silver vessels to her husband ;>'A'/e'■> who was

a church and was aked to accept
However, instead ofdoing this he spat upon the 

crusaders and taunted them.

L a

nw

7) ‘fife 5

the jews to seven villages which were round about cologne.

6/A'j (2) (3)

(5) (6) //(TjJ (7) .

the jews remained for three weeks, praying for 
33

they soon discovered the hiding places of the jews.
3rd of tiivan many of the jews in Wevelinghafen killed them- 

/» . When the enemy approached the city,
/°^zflP ascended a high tower and threw

I There 
deliverance.'

ous one, the jews sought to bbtain the fortress walkenburg
for themselves. //,->

/'A ~>&/f
/(■r> /»:/ p?;>r
fAilij /'Advf~ U’3->^

32 3<L/f
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(According to weubauer andcrusaders invaded
Stern it should be When the Jevzish people
heard about the approach of the enemy they decided to die
by their own hands rather than risk falling into the hands
of the crusaders. They chose five men who were to first

Q (5)
jevzs and afterwards tie

It was on

Graetz thinks that the name should read had
already sanctified the tiabbath whan they saw the enemy approach-

0 ing.
left for them to do was to kill themselves

for the city was fortified and thesafety in
however on

?»/(•), a tremendous
of Orusaders appeared before thea

According 
night.37

the

ptz and the Jews of

On the fourth of Tammuz vzhich rell on

/wly, 34)

->>v (3) 
o (Tb

kill the others and then themselves. These five were (1)
I'fi/r fo '/' (4) 'iQ 'sF>

The refuges from cologne thought they had found

They took council and decided that the only thing
<7 9p /v • 

toj)r/^?5’ ">e>® sixty jews killed themselves that

then ascended the tower of the house and threw himself 
down.35

officer of the army promised to protect them, 
the 30th day of dune Q^'nf 

army (? ~>t/( F/no ”

These men shut the doors and killed the 
killed the other four.
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=0) city gates and demanded that the jews be handed over to

them.

Jew left in the world, but now that all
the nations are gathered against you, it is impossible
for me to keep my promise. If you do not surrender, the
city vzill be destroyed. It is better that I hand you over0 to the urusaders,”

and ther?,On <Tvly 1st the crusaders invaded

when the Crusaders invaded Metz,
According

n •> , "most of the Jewish inhabitants wereto

’passed' at which t-i&a_they ..returned
In Regensburg, the crusaders forced the jews

to enter into the river and there took place a mass baptism.

turned to their religion as soon as the

According to Graetz, during the two months of May add

When the jews heard this, they all 
answered in one voice. (/iOS) Fuh unJfc

<38 
. L/fm? J>/A> •

all the jews who had come as refuges from cologne, gave 
their lives PG? 39
22 Jews were killed in the ensuing persecutions.

compel_le_d to commit iniquities, (probably undergo conversion)
•until the day of anger passedT’at which truest hey je turned 

40unto LrOd.”

However, these jews were acting only under compulsion and
,a)7Z’ had gone.41

'1‘he officer, probably realizing that he could not 
resist the crusaders, urged the jews to change their re
ligion saying, "In the beginning I vowed to protect you as 
long as there was a
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could not devote his attention to the situation at home.

However, when Henry returned to Germany and saw what had

happened, he issued a proclamation saying, "Whosoever of

the dews was forced to be baptized and didn't accept it

willingly, may return to the Jewish religion and practice

it as formerly." Clement III who was ordinarily on good

punish those who were responsible for the crime. when the

before him, he fled from mainz to
realized that his guilt would be established. jjor this

Henry’s actions did much to revive the Jewish

In the year 1146 there was felt another wave of
■rhe priest, Rudolf of rrance went through

out i<rance and Germany sturing up the people to undertake

June, twelve thousand jews either killed themselves or 
were killed in the various villages along the Rhine.42 
The reason this terrible massacre was continuing un
hampered was because Henry was busy in Italy and therefore

King summoned the Archbishop Rothard of iviainz to appear
->tt , for he

?

ff. V , M A A

I

reason Henry excommunicated the archbishopric of mainz 
in 1098.44 
communities which had been ravaged by the Crusaders.

^crusading zeal.

, I terms with henry, protested his action saying, /“'Co/? -J-Un 
Ji/( ff'd F /r/l /*"<>» <3 Wn/<

However, Henry paid no attention to this and sought to
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tie was a spell-another urusade against the infidels.

binder and told the people that they must first wipe out

the opponents of Catholicism before they could recapture,

the holy land. When he came to the Rhine district in
Germany, the first thing he did was to encite the Christians
against the lews. Rudolf travelled from city to city and

duty was
0 This aroused the people to such a frenzy that the destruc

tion of the Jews would have been more complete than it had

benn in th e days of the Hirst Crusade had it not been for

conrad III who frowned on this misguided zeal and took his

place at the side of the Jews in order to guard them and

In the land which he himself ruled, he setprotect them.
aside the city

However, in spite of his

that his words were not taken very seriously.
clergy even ventured to voice disapproval of Rudolf’s

Henry I, the archbishop of Mainz was kindly dis-sermons.
posed toward the Jews and provided refuge in his palace to
many Jewish families. However, Rudolf had incited the
mob to such a frenzy that they broke down the doors of the

10

I

as well as other fortified places
;hat they could assemble there and ward off

from village to village telling the people that their first

, , r /I
for the Jews so

I ) v the attacks of the crusaders.
well meaning decrees designed to protect the Jews, we find

45, Some of the
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archbishop’s palace and killed the dews before his
eyes.

rushed protest letters to .Bernard of t;laiT^anx who was

then regarded as one of the most influential of uatholics.

Bernard, who never viewed the activities
of Rudolf favorably, sent a letter to the archbishop which
was a condemnation of Rudolf and his activities. This 1

letter was read from all the pulpits of his bishopric.

However, it failed to produce the desired effect, for

Rudolf did not cease his activities. both he and his

followers were so insane in their hatred of the jews that

they could not and would not cease persecuting them. As a

result of this Bernard decided to come to Germany and use
his reputation and influence to stop the spilling of

Upon his arrival he travelled from city toJewish blood.
city and from village to to village in order to counteract

In Mainz Bernard and

Had Bernard not been such a tremendous person-to Jj'rance.
ality in the catholic world, there would have undoubtedly' 

been some among those who had been poisoned by the words of

tie described the terrible attrocities perpetrated against 

the jews and appealed to Bernard to undertake a campaign 

against Rudolf.

very

This embittered the archbishop so much that he

the venomous propoganda of Rudolf.

Rudolf finally met face to face and Bernard ordered Rudolf 

to cease preaching his inflamatory sermons and to return
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Rudolf who would have assasinated Bernard. In spite of

Germany was left without a

-0
j.

In the month of
sacrifices were offered on the altar of fanaticism, as n

of
"as Ke embarked

J -X j on the boat which sailed on the Rhine toward
the Crpsaders seized him and took him to a church where
they tried to force him to receive baptism. And where he

Thus she suffered forher and cut off her ears and thumbs.

3

refused to comply with their wishes, they cut his head off.' 
There was also a Jewess whose name was/->'QZ///_/o/z/ .*"> A/ . 
As she was leaving the city cologne, the urusaders seized

48

. 7/U^

in the year 1146, the first

a result of the sermons which Rudolf preached. A man
' whose name was?^»/> >■> of was returning

from England through the city of Cologne.

Bernards intervention, the hatred which Rudolf implanted 
in the hearts of his followers still burnt. They reasoned

/»'->©/o»a P'Ti’f/f 'J’-rp/,-//> OZ'T)/ piCn air*/°*

The situation grew much worse when conrad III having under
taken a crusade, left Germany.
ruler and everyone did that which was favorable in his eyes.
Ephraim of Boron said, /□ f'p'xl

• wfl-W /xoj 'J l"yi^s>

No sooner had Conrad crossed the Berman border than the
Zealots broke all bounds t/tirt IF f/ht.' Q.'Jt F>
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i# the remainder of her days

In re-

the fortress

As long

as the Jews remained inside the fort, they were reasonably

safe, but as soon as they left it, they were in danger of

f,

some of the gentile

The gentiles were

for some time.

□

n

i

sponse to this appeal, the cardinal of Cologne gave them 
(io/Kj-vp f/r /j and also gave them permission 

to defend themselves through the use of weapons.

Pk7) </?/> G ,49 Realizing 

that their lives were in constant danger, the jews appealed 

to the authorities to give them fortified cities.

On the 24th day of the 12th month in 1147 (Graetz 
gives the date as 24th of February51)

,4population of Wertzberg spread a rumor saying, ’’We have found 

£he corpse of 

and have thrown him into the river.”

and buried in his garden. However, 

bought the garden from the bishop and it became

The three Jewish families that dwelt

being attacked and forced to experience all manner of suffer

ing.50

An i 7their possession.52

in nachrach fled to a place of safety where they remained ' 

when they left the stronghold some

greatly stirred and in the massacre that followed p/)3' 

as wellas twenty other souls were killed. On the follow

ing day, the bishop ordered that the corpses be gathered 

and his wife

However, 

non-Jews met them and urged them ’’Come with us and let us

a gentile in the river — you have killed him
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□l be one people.”

God.

discovered and pierced through

1 At this time both the priveleges and limitations
of the Jewish population of Germany were being defined
and it would be well for us to consider these points here.

not entitled to exceed the limits of their rights nor should
they be harmed or deterred from their rights. He further
said that no Christian should force any jew to accept

On the other hand, if a Jew converted himselfconversion.
no Christianvoluntarily, he should not suffer insult.3

should punish a Jew without due process of the law nor take
their (the Jews) money nor alter the principle of right

The Jewish cemetary was
not to be profaned.
was

In addition to the above mentioned ordinances,
certain restrictions were placed upon the Christian popula-

1

dealing which they had enjoyed.
Anyone who disobeyed these ordinances

Pope Alexander III (1159-1181) declared that the Jews were

to lose both his office and his honor and faced excom
munication.^^

But the Jews refused to foresake their
The names of the three men werePC'Xfl, 

and yp oifl'J'ifp • When they took
to church, he spit on their idol and so they 

killed him! The other two men attempted to hide under a 
bed, however, they were 
with swords.53



tion. They were forbidden to b(
of j ews. Also midwives and

and Christians are diametrically opposed to each other and

con-

In 1179 the Third Lateran Council

passed a series of laws limiting the rights of Jews. Jews

were forbidden to own Christian slaves and anyone (Christian)
3 found living with them was threatened with excommunication.

Testimony by a Christian against a Jew was acceptable at

all trials ’’because the Jews use their own witnesses against

Christians too.” Anathema was threatened to whoever pre-
fered the testimony of a Jew to that of a Christian "be
cause Jews should stay in the background since they are

in order toonly tolerated out of humanitarian reasons.
show the converted that they had bettered their conditions

we find the lavz that

Tn the year 1179, a ship arrived from cologne and
As it drew near toin it were some Jewish passengers.

Where theBoppard another ship drew up directly behind it.

by accepting Christianity, it was essential that under no 
circumstance should they lose their possession and hende

■
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I I
the jew might influence his Christian employe to be 

verted to Judaism.55

’’if necessary the secular power should 
restore their possessions."56

je^in the permanent employ 

nurses were forbidden to

nourish Jewish children, "because the customs of the Jews
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two ships had docked it was found that a gentile woman
had fallen dead and no one knew who smote her. It so
happened that some of the Jews who were on the first ship
were walking on the river banks. when the gentiles saw
them, they called after them saying ’’Why did you kill the
gentile woman?" This cry was taken up and carried through
the city of wppard. That day many Jews met their death

■»

three gentile boys from
Germany, went out to play on the ice. The ice gave way

Although no oneunder them and they fell into the water.

They have done this thing." When the Emperortheir homes.*4
heard this he put into custody those Jews who were in the

These were indeed troublous timescities of his kingdom.

were burnt innocently at that
still more troubles were heaped upon the weary shoulders

The news of the fall ofof the German Jewish community.
Jerusalem caused clergymen to preach sermons against the

Kaiser Frederick objected to this and protected themjews.

for the jews. According to the chronicler about 300 Jews 
time.58 In the year 1187

even touched them, the gentiles accused the jews of this.
And witnesses testified saying "We have seen them going to

In the year 1180, during the reign of Frederick, 
flj't'// (Vienna), which was in

by being tossed alive into the Rhine because they refused 
to be converted.57
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) However, this protection was pur

in 1196, a gentile woman was found murdered near
the city of Speyer. The gentiles immediately circulated
a rumor that the jews killed her. bo fanatical did the
mob become that they took the corpse of the daughter of
Rabbi Yitzchak bar Asher Ha Levi out of its grave during
the period he was in mourning for her.) They then hung the
naked body in the market place and tied a rat to her hair
in order to mock and taunt the Jews. It was only after
Rabbi Yitzchak had ransomed the corpse through bribery that
he was allowed to bury it. On the following day, a crowd

They also burned all the
houses of the The Jews then fled to the attic of

When*1
help finally arrived, they lowered the ladder and stole

The enemy had takenout of the city in the dead of night.
all of their possessions — they threw their books as well

60the Torah into the water and they burnt their synagogue.as

When Duke Otto, the brother of Henry VI, heard of this

as far as he was able, 

chased for a pride.

besdiged the rabbi’s house and killed him together with 

eight people who were with him.

fTp .
the synagogue and pulled the ladder up after them.

outrage which had been committed against the Jewish people 
of Speyer he became very angry, for he had already accepted 
money from them for his protection and had instructed the
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and bes/

)

of one of the great Talmudists of Germany, Rabbi

0A who had supported her husband so that he could
They also killed his two daughters and his sonstudy Torah.

Jacob and his students who were studying at his home. Only

the

On the

Many piyyutim were written concerning the terrible

3
I

/
Hegathered an army

against the Jews were caught and they were forced to pay 

the Jewish community 500 j'p'pj > "to rebuild the houses 

which they had destroyed and to rebuild the synagogue which 

they had.burnt.61

story is told about a

road between Mainz and Worms some brigands fell upon him

citizens of Speyer not to harm them.

■ed the city and set to ruins all the villages, 

the fields, and the courts which the bishops and the 

citizens owned. *'< pH?'/

Afterwards the culprits responsible for the violence

On November 1196 the crusaders broke into the house

and before his very eyes they tortured and killed his wife 

/cafo

and killed him but not until he had first killed three of 

them.63

Rabbi remained alive but the crusaders had robbed and 

plundered him of his possessions. Later, one of the murder

ers was caught and sentenced to death.6^ An interesting 
fT/xC of Worms.
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or on

J
)

->7»65 P

gain a picture of conditions of that time.

the payytan found t&is very release when he composed his

piyyutim.

It will suffice to

*

~>A'/
f

on the Saturday be-

Ze ?/<_j.

w~>/)

It was necessary 

for the jew to find a release to his pent-up emotions and

We have many of the piyyutim which were written in 

the twelfth century and on the basis of their contents we

suffering which the jews experienced during the 12th century.

It was customary to read these either

fore or on PttCji

concerning these piyyutim, which were in reality lamentations, 

; Bubnow writes; potr P'j> tP P "W
P(< P'kn' 330 F'Jj’ip* .'/)>
t'7 '< / ?/> /tZ" y»'//pp /I c-?«py7s'>/n3>

5>/Z- /"'O'oe 'oA/’z/ 
a'/i's'C]'u<fos>

All of his bitterness and frustration was poured 

into his poems. speaks correctly when it

calls the piyyutim a 

refer to the piyyut by Eliezer bar Nathan as an example of 

this type of poetry. (Others may be found ii>->,p? ->3o)

• He intersperses his accounts of the atrocities perpetrated 

by the crusaders with Acrostics:
Sja p/fr '?>r 'Pr 'tPT/3)N 'fr -xTf/t/ 

zo
S> (n J » p'-* o y> 'JO c r'^/Y jQ /t



)

a

f/^p 'ii '/nfp fdkLJ 'J'o Aqjp/ /3/> 7

>/^ Z7'pa> ri)/Jij -/tip ffe) f2>7>

^A, y

A^-v*-
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-?aa6p f-
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CONCLUSION

J

These people under the guise of religious sanction per-

kind.

one generation actually suffered the physical hardships
V wrought by the crusades but the accompanying spiritual

havoc vzhich it left behind it can be seen in its effects

v of Jews of our own day.” However, in-spite of all this

external pressure,and in spite of the barbaric massacres,

The Jew conduc-

and there he parted his entire life in his

and enjoyed the peace of his home life.
'05

!D the

In many respects the events of the 12th century

And yet

The century began with 

the spilling of Diewish blood (1096) and at its conclusion 

(1196) the lust of the crusaders had not yet been sated.

the Jewish community in Germany survived.

I Cp
sued his business, engaged in the study of Torah, prayed,

ignominious defeats.
were put to flight and destroyed--- the Jew armed with

faith instilled in him by the synagogue and with love
and reverence for learning, survived.

petrated some of the most monstrous crimes known to man-
It was Gudemann who said that "Only the members of

Thus we conclude our study of the life of the jew 
in Germany in the 12th century.

run parallel to conditions in present-day Germany.
we learn a most valuable lesson from this entire studyj name
ly that the Jewish will to live has always been victorious 
over the tyrants' will to destroy us. All that remains of 
the urusades are records of their shameful actions and

All the mighty armies of the crusaders
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