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Report on Rabbinical Thea1e or Alon L, Ponn 
Entitled 

"The Relat!onahip Between Joeephus• s View or Juda18m 
and hie Conception or Political and Military Power" 

JusPphus was an important Je~. a notoriour general, and a 
controversial hi etorian, H!11 writint ere or inest imable value both 
tor the historian and ror the student of Judaiem, Yet srholars have 
by no means fully explored the rich r.iater1al11 that these ~orka contain, 

Mr, Ponn has atteq>ted to explore the relat1or.ah1p between 
Joaephue• conception or JUdai•m and hi• conception or poli t1cul and 
military power, Ae a politioal realist, Joaephu• analyzed the compara
t1ve atrength ot the oppoa1ng forces and recogniud that a revolt 
against Rome was doomed to failure , 111a active role waa thus determined 
by hie evaluation or the rac•s, and ho threw 1n h1s lot with Rome, As 
an adherent to Judaism, however, Joaephue not only remained loyal to 
monotheism and the law, but he became an ard,nt champion or the euperi
ority of Judaism. 

Mr , Ponn pointl oue that Joaephua ..it1Uzed religious argu
ments wher. he urged his countrymen to eurrender, for he considered 
that the tact ot Roman power was clear evidence that Ood would not 
intervene in the political realm. That Jo11ephu11 did not view pol1t1oal 
independence aa eeaential to Juda1am ie demonstrated conolua1vely by 
hh Ant!guitiea and Contra Ap1onem which argue eloquently tor tho. aupe· 
rinrlty of Judaism, 

Mr. Ponn undertook a difficult t ask, perhaps too d1f f1cult a 
one. He grope& seriously with the 1asuee and he makee every effort to 
advance hi a point of view, Yet hie theeia hns an untin.ished quality. 
It ie looaely organized and tende, at times. to be dis jointed . The 
ideaa of Mr. Ponn are better than hie p1•eaentat1on allows them to be, 
and h1a maJ,,r pointe are frequently obscured by the minor. The thesis 
gives evidence or a struggle to formulate valuable insights which haa 
not as yet been fully reaolved, 

Mr. PoM, however,ia to be co-nded ror hi e ett'orte. He 
rend the aourcea and sought to s trike out on hi• own. He woe aware 
that Joaephue • lll'itinge have not been sutf1c1ently 1.weetigarcd by 
acholars, and it is to hie credi t that he waa motivated by this aware
nese to undertake ao challenging a research project , 

Paculi.y, 
I the1erore, recommend the a~ceptancc of thia theaie by the 
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Dlgut. or 'nleah 

.t. atud)' "88 IO&de to naluate the ""rka ~ Ute hhtorlan Joaephua by 

e care1'111 look at. t.he vorld 1n which he ll•ed, and the •Tents which 

brou&ht about. hie writings. Particular eorphaaia ,... placed on the 

relatianahip bew.en Joaephua's conce!'tian or .llldai• and his ccncep

tion or political and ..Uitar)' power. 

In hb apeechea and writings, Joaephue IUlces religious atat.ementa which 

do not a- unconnected 111 th the enrtr<inaent.al intluencee and ac~1 v1 ties 

11hich were a part or the current political world o! Josephus. 

When Josephus exhor ted the people, he quoted B1bl1ca.l history, wt.en 

Josephus answered ant.1- sllllitic insult., he ut.iliaed the J evieh past to 

anaver the crit.!cs o! his U.e. In each cause, hia particular use or 

religious uterlal i• atald1ed in re la tio11sb1p to the particular needs 

and politiciU realities or Jcaephu•' • ttae. 

Joaephue•a particular anal,yoia or the power relationship bet.ween 

Jerusa.lin and Rc.e, hia deecr iption ot the ael!-de!eat.ing tacUondin 

behind the J tnt1ah linea, and hia account of the vorld attar the Jeve 

hAd been dete.ated la"" be«1 pr esented in thia thesis aa inte,.,..,lat.ed 

With the relic1oua Yieva that Joaephua expreasea. 
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Joseliluu, tile gr-.,at Jevl.sh h1ntor1An, considered h1"'self a rattlll'ul Jcv. 

Although JooephUB WaJI denOWlced by many Of hiJI COWltrymen ao U traitor to t he 

Jcwtob people, Joscphuo contended tbtlt be vno 1ndced a true und genuine Jc.Y. '!he 

concepto or Julln1sm llhicb Jooephuu held were 1n a:an,y cnoeo novel und divergent . 

Yet bhc Jcv of bodo.y might find them qJJit< !4Cceptnble and r..m111al" . 

11; ts important to discover what vaa tb<l politlcul IUld bintoricul back

grout.d 1n 11hloh these religious views ware nurt tred; to 11.oscao tha interµlny of 

the "orld >ihlch produced such " pertkulAr theological outlook. For rel1giouo 

v'lewpoint o.nrt outlook..,.., oot the result of splr1tual exercise aloue; arc they not 

rather the spiritual ri.uction to vorldly things- thi.n;la tbat have to do v1th 

politico, wttb tbe strugsl e for ee.rthly power 1 wt.th S'Jcll unholy tbl.ngs such ns 1•ar 

und llW!tin conJ'llct 1 

'!he prophet• of Iar4el vere r ellgiouo leadera -,,ho reliltell themne~vec to 

very real pow"r confllot.o, tile struggle a!lllln•t Asa,vrlu, 9abylon1u, thf! pmblema or 

nlllllnc"" with l'!gypt, ~ questtoc oJ' rebel.l,ton versus appeus.,ment. Dldeod the 

J,lr'OJ)hcta 01!.D scnrcely be W1dcrstood except 11lth reference to oxceptiona.Uy coi.c.rol.e 

political oH'lllltiona. 

Josephus, of cow-se, we not pr1Jmrlly a rcliglouo leader . o..ltlt~ he 

e xpressed quite tboroughly b:is vievs ou tbe Jeviab religion. Yet tbeae religious 

viewo Rre 1.nd.ced l.lllportnnt for u&, and 01!.D be :n:rutJ..n1Uld beat only it they are 

thoroughly related lo the political oitlllltlon which flllve birth to t.hem • 

• hrnb 110 /obsea und J)lvid expressed Jcvieh vievpoints which ani the response 

to concrete pollUonl probl e&, Just 11• the authors or J>O•t- Bibllc"1 bool<a related 

tbe.'..r rellg!ouo pronOWlcemcnts to the conc.ro~e oit ue.1.too of th.cir cllly, oo dld 

Jooe.Pius cxprcoo rc11111oua v!Clle vblch reflect cons1derob1Y thu pol1t1cul, powo.r 

•~l'Ulll!ll>• of the dD,)>. 
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'lllro\ll!hout his 111'6 Josephus contended thAt the pover ur ~ wo 

lnvlncib1", 11nd tha~ Jewish atteaiptL to clwl.lenge Rome were foolhardy !U14 wateful. 

Joocpiun believed that the JtNiGh re.l1g1vn coulil etW exlnt as a spiritual power• 

c:Wn Lr Rome w• 11cknowlellgcd 110 a secv..lD.r povc1-. The tle or religion to a 

pol1tical Jcvlob uto.te oeemed both unneC"BlllllJ' und .L.mJlrnettcul to Josephus . Fnc!l<l 

111th the overwhelJlWlg might of the RottwlD, .rev1sh iuslotence on }lOl.ltlcul J.ndcpcndt:nc<> 

was '1M!.1nlne eU ot' th<; ~oicu1 :n:Gourer>o of the countl"y. S1nce there ws no real 

hope or victory, obl1teratJ.on of both tho pollt.lca.J. urul rell.gioua U te ot the J!Nr; 

vould be the l!.ltely reoUl.t. 

Joo1>pbue tuld ample opportunity to observe the ROlllloo . He viclted Rome durl.njt 

bto youth, he be<illme "" hl.storlhn under RomtJ • s oponsor shl.p, 1.md he aoco.ll""'ied ROCtitt 

t.1·oopn; be wbtneeoed the Ronan triumph 11.1'ter the nelge ol' Jcrufllllem; ul\d lie 1o10.s 

c:..oaely n•aocl.nted vUb tvo top Rocllll!l leadern; Veol$G1An and Titus. Tim• hu wue tn 

wrique ponltlon to 1111111 perspective vh1cll t he average Jei.t cou1d burd.ly gutn. 

All of thcoe cxJA!riencee convinced Jooephuo ot' Rocran superiorit-1 J.n the 

mJ.lltary aod s trategic sense . Because of Llllu evnluat.1.on , Jose:pllus wuo on the o!Ao 

01• o.ppeanement. and ourrender to the Rorune . It la 1nte)'c!rt1ng to note tna1. he 

utlll%ed Biblical history to Jus~11'y hl• ult.H.ud" to the Jew;; lbcau:<?l~l . lllu:nhc 

uddrusaco th~m. he all\ldes to l'IBDylonU. and /.soyrU1, ti> Egypt, and P.11Ustla • to sllO'll 

compari•ona of p0l1t1cal situations tn wlli<'h the Isra<'ll Goel was "'t u pr.irt.lc"1ar tilnl! 

acknowledged t.o be on tht: slde ot' the <m«mics ot tho J c1101 Wld the pw1lallll<:llt that'"'" 

brought w o brought us 11 result ol' Lhe olno ol' LI\ .. Jcw!oh (lt!Ople thont5olvco . 'Co 

Josepllua , thcreJ'Or'C
1 

the Rocinn thrcui to tho J ll\IS wa ulllo" ~g:J oJ' God'• dlnconLont 

with the ~pll·Lt.ual condition or the ,Jewtob ~op1o, and God wnt :11uleed usl.ng ROM ac 

nn 11>oerwnent of dtvtne punishment upon thone who hnd roroaken Ills religl.ouo lo.Ya . 

JeremiAh llilri Isaiah had clcn.Le<l. that. Jeruoulem o.ud Ito tcmpl" V~r<' lnvlnciblo. 

Thone great nlbl!cll.l. propbets tried to disal.lllde the poopl" l'rom the coaJ:orl.able motlou 

-2 -

th11t Cod vou.l.d not allw his great Temple to be destroyed. 'nleoe f1rnt powerrv.l. 

propbets of universal.ism bad pree.ched a aesuage v1l1cb the contempora.riea or 

Josepbus were =liltely to acce_pt. 'Ille faootico !lDd zealots of Jooepbwi'o t!Joe 

believed with rell.gious t'ervor, t.hat God. and bis temple vere inextricable, nod 

that Cod surely would not permit ael.f-destruct.ion. 

In the JelriDh liar, book 6, tbiG attitude Of the «eaJ.oto l.o clearly 

expressed by John, their leader. After Jocel>hu• bad exhorted the i'llnatics to 

ourr<mdcr, 11t u time when the etro.teglc oituatlon ws utterly hopeless ror the 

Jeva, John, 11rtcr delivering llBJlY l.nwstl.ves "@inst Joae1lhus, ended by saying: 

"lie collld never fee.r capture, since t he city 'l!lS 00\'s ... I. IJhe fanatical. of ~be 

Jews were v-J.lling to watt until the Tt!tl)>le 11itd the entire c!cy wae burned rather 

tl"111 nurrender to the Rollllns. 

And isl n mnner cllmoat pl·o}bttic, Josepbu5 replies : "Flirc l.ndl>ed hnva 
2. 

you kept it ror Oocl! " Furtllur on lie mckn: "And do you hope to baVI> God, who.ft 

you have berert or biP cverJ.uatl.ng vorohip, for your All,y in t.lu.n W!l.l' ... 
3 · Finlll.ly 

Joaei;t1110 expreoses the cO>\viction thllt. : ' 'Ced it la then, (loci himself, vho wtth the 

kouans is bringi.ng the N.re ~ .l.'ll'I!" tltn templ.e , and exterainc.tl.ng u city so lad<>n 

w lth poUutioos. "
4

' 

JosephUt>'s predictions 'Jere 11ccurat.e. 'iet they vere 11ot formulated 

through prophet.1.c J.nspirntion or divilw 1t1Ysttc contact. Rather vrrre they the 

N&ul.t of f!J·st -llwlll oboervnt.ion and genuine access to facts. 

It ws ohvtous to Josophus that Rome wa all poverl'u.l. An obJective 

analysis of the polit.lcal s1tuaHon nveulecl tbe oven<belld.tlg military uuperiarity 

of the ROlltlna. Uncolored b}' religlouu over-confidence , the fncts ver<> urunistoJcnb1e 

in revea1111Q tl1e inferiority of the Jelliab lrl:ro.'tegic pos1tt'lll . 

Rome bad to its cred.tt &nil d1ot1nction on 1.111preosive liat l.slg of conqµests. 

She hAd conqu<m.d seJ!litic Ca.rtbage, Antiochus Ill of 5.Yl'IA, vna recognized by 

Sgypt, and bad el1AJ.n4ted Carthage. lbccdonia and SpaJ.n were brought 1mder Roaan 
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rulo . Corinth vao dc1troyed . Rolle took over Cnul , Vbicb lnclu<led vl\at. l a nov 

rrancc and BclglWI. Ri>ae lll.'tcrwunllt co11q1.1en.'tl Brlt.lAll. R°""' o.luo acqµl.red 

terrlt.O"T)' ln As1& Minor. Qlly 1.hc Rlr..l'ltan• 1n the a.st re1nined t.a an unc<xu1uore<1 

gro<U>.5· ~·0 poal.tlon in tho vorld, therefore, """ such ae Lo lee.~ llLl.le 

doubt. "' Lo lier a>Jcat.y and powe r. 

In a4dJ.tloo. JollCphua w a 6 mn o!' r:.rst h6n<1 knov~ nt' _,, At 

th<' age or tventy• alx o» tventy uown, Joaepbua vas sent. oo " d.lploaaUc lliodon 

t.o Roa>, l/h<?t'(: bO .ct. POppu.ea, the ~ Hero's consort; . When Josephus urlvt."1 

beck ln J11¢oa, ho notlcMl that t.b<> country wo J..n rcad.J.ne:;e to l'<!VOlt 114!1Lln.lll. the 

Rocwlo. llOllOllOr JOOCftlllG'I .,....ly Ulpreeo1ona of the grandeur or RO'loC ~I.Cd hi.a 

t.o 1111.lw upecclieo aavlclng aeai nst vhnl. appeared to him rroia tlt<> outuet. t.o uc roch 

and tutlle act1on•· 

St;cosldly, Jooe>phuo we n ...Ultary genoral vlt.11 11ctUlll e>epcrlcncc ln colLbl&L 

ogn1nct I.ho noted 11orumll, vcopl•l.an. Sent to C0.11lcc to l.Bke dlilr!!C o l' milltru')' 

opcrlltlono th~ro, hu oncount<'rad tho Ronnns t.n dll'<'cl. ool.tlc, urld mu•rundarud to 

them. 

AJ'tcr the uu.rrondrr , Jo"Pphuu vc11t to live ''"''"~' lll<' RoanM, nnd bccam 

clootly noaoc!Jltt;d vlLh thClll. lie var. cowniauloned tCl vritc hiotory by th•· Rolmn•; 

nuotcnanct val! provided for hlm by tnem; blo ur" b"c•).ai(> a Romln llf'v, o.rul hlo 

knOlllcd&c ol' RcJW,n al'i'llf.ra vaa coosi~l'able . Josephun "'" expos"'1 Lou pcrs1rcUI/<' 

al'ld ylev or tl\C Alx!nnlS 1'&J' gre&Wl' tl\lln tl\C average Jude'Jl'l; yet lie lllld ll Jev, VIU 

thorougnJ.y growX!ed 111 Jcvioh nfll>lre, and !Dnl.ln®d to practice the JNl~t 

relig1oo . It 0411 troly be ual.d that he hlld an opport.unLL)' to nnwao bol.b o ldao ln 

the Rocri.n.J<-vllh cont'llct., i.utd thllt thlo dU&l l)ersp?Ctt'I"> va& 110'. offordcil to li'Ull)', 

tr any or 1110 cow1~n. 'Dl1u ia no\ to ""'Y that Josepnus """.Uoo1Uwly nccW"6t(' 

or thorough!)' lloneat in Ill• o.ooeaaae11t.n. It doc3 """ert t.hat he ·4a in o. 1111iquu 

poa Lllon to llftkc o. b&lAnced Judpnt, u lie choue to do "°. 
lt doc. C<.Cll t.hllt Joocphua 1148 not. \lll<lltl,y D.civerac to l!Ony or the nallonnl 

char1.1ctcrl.ot.lcu or Roec. It L• llOl"C t.hll.L vc note t.be emer~ce ol' hla rcUf!iou• 

'!hilt Joncphua accepted .anyl!l.vors !'ram the Rocmrui, t.ook ror hlmoolf a 

-~-

RDlllln name, nnd w s villtng to act ac an interpreter l'or Romn general.a scar~ 

l.mplJ.ea u revuJ.&ion to the ltat10<llll exlotence and c:uatCllS or the Roann people . It 

bna b-n SIJ8gested by OAU)' vritel'I tbat for & goC>d ,part or hie l.l.f'o, Joeephun \/ILD 

lod.ccd eno.noured by ~, and only at the u..., ot the intenlDJ cornuitlon or tl:<-

lbmn people nod body polJ.tlc, d.14 Joacpllu1 chaagc b14 viova, 6.nd bee~ diaUlualW>ed. 

Illa emot.lonal attacluncnt to lbz> we great, ~ 'tc undaubt.cdly dealttd to barllcni:ze 

this e=tloo&l nt.tachment vlth hlu desil'c "' con~lnuc hll 11ractlae or the Jl!Visb 

rel.lgton . To the mJarlty ot Jud0<1ne, th.lo opll~ b<:l.'WC!n country and reu.alon vas 

lncongrow;. and disloyal. JoueJi>U,o plcodod ror t.dla ceporatlon ot :rcllgloua nnd 

pollt.ic:al loyalties lllJ. or hl.s l.l.tc. 

lL \IUL not Josephun' a duL..,, to t-ba.ngo the Jcv1Gh rcUa1on. Rathe.- did he 

v lcil t.o adhere to the precepte tlw~ lllld alr!>ady bM!n ..,1. dovn . It ls t.'"Ue t.hD.t !J1 his 

roll.gtoun vrltingc, Josephus ort'cred t.nt1•rprctut!on• vilich ~olted J\idntam vt•.n an 

1ntcllocLulll envlroim>nt. Re~..iig Juv!uh pruct!c ·, h011over, Josept111a ront1lncd" 

loya~ Jw, arid Udher<.'d to the lottm- ot' thu 1611. 

Both tile spectre of Ronlln paver, and tho attro.ct tvenoou or Ro1111t1 llJ'e CIJ)peo.r 

to be: intl.ucntilll factors vhicb lc<l to Jooephuu •a rcltalous vl"'VQ. Jlliclluoo or th!!! 

d<lllllnllnce of Roman POiier, H seemed .IJQ><lcdblc tbnt Judcu could rcoiat Rool<l llJ1d yet 

continue to "1\lct · Because or the attl'actlvencoo or Ronin UvtJJs it "'""'"'d pitiable 

that Jcvs needed w ~ ....,&trlcted to concel)te or ""t.l<lll<ll <>xiot.ence th&t excl.Uded nuch 

Ill\ OlltotGnd1Jle vorlJ culture' the culture or Rolle. 

Joacphua w 1' ""'1vtnccd ot Rman paver Juct ao aooa &a ho ha4 c.:.r back rro. 

hla first trtp to Rome . Ile eX}llAino .l.n the "Wo" 11ov lie rolt about tbosc PJ"'FArlns 

t.o revolt agiiinst Rolle : "And nov 1 percolwd 1Movllt1ono vere al.re81ly begun, e.nd that 

thcl't' wre a great asey wry mcb clcwt.<!d IJ1 bopca or " l'Cvolt. !'roe the -.ui. r 

ther..:arc endeavored to put a stop t.o theac t;walJ.tuoua peraono, und exhorted thea to 

clvlnge t.111>1.r ~; end lAid bctorc their c1110 ~lnot. vbOlll lt Vila tbat they..,.,.,.., 

a<>ll\$ to C"41ht, and told theft! tlU1~ tl.uy uore ht<>r1or •.o tho Roal.Uc not. "'1l,)I tn m.rttal 

eltill, but tl.lsu in good r.irt.une; and d~•ired l•h!lll no~ raehly, and artcr tho lll)St 

f'oollcb mnncr . to brlng tbe dant'("r or tho as.osi te·rriblc OLl.ncbieto, upon thnir country, 
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upon their l'ulllies, !Uld 1ljl0n theJnaclves. And this I said ,rltb 11 vehett.ent ruchorta

t1on, bCClluae I l'or<>6'W tbllt the end of such 11 var voul<l bC 1aoet unf'ortUMt<' to un. 

llllt I coUld n'lt pcrounde them; ror the 11nd.ness of d"opirute men "°" qultc too hard 

ror Jnc: . ,.6. 

Yet th1o 1n1tllll feel1n15 o!' th~ futility of roeisdng tbe Rol!'llll& wo not 

imcoMect"d w ltb hlo rcliglouo 11ronounce1111Dts. In bin coSlly Ago.inst Apioo, Jooephu& 

uxplA1nod hls poo1t.l0<1 that there ws not!Lln<I. reli~wt>ly vropg wlt.h GllOlfing polittcn.l 

respect to the ROllWlB, uud tllllt God bWi not decreed llglllnut lt. 

He Gt.e.tes : "Dul our legislAtOl' ro:rbtlde us to mke ·tnc.gei;, not t.ell1ng ue ns il 

ver" bcl'oreh11nd that. the Romu.n authority ws not to be honored, but uo -t were despJ..u· 

1ng n thing tbJlt we unet'ul nolther to t<.i nor oan; and he t'orblldc them. as I cbsll 

ohc:M li<?l't.'llftei·, to 11111«1 llll!ge& or 11J1Y JJl.l't of the ilnl.lil:l l Cl'Cllt1on, M4i. l!!!!Ch le•• or 

God htmuelf, vho l• lwnlmlte. Rcvever our legislator Imo na • .iw,.., rorbid.dHn uo to P'IY 

honoro to vorthy ... n. provided t.!Ult they o.re of nnotiler Und, uni! 1n1'erlor to tho•e 

w" pay to God, nnd vlt.h ouch honoro vu 111.llingly shDll our 1°bspect t;o our e~t<o,.n, und 

to the people of Rome. "7 . 

Josl!pbuz cQtltinu<lo to explnln hOlf the Je\lc o!'f<:J' contlnwl Glloriflccu to the 

(lomaoo. nnd tllllt all Lilt> Jevs Glmre ln t!w cX!JC!lll" · 'tJ\uo Joocpituo cluc!.dnte• n 

religious Juntiflcntion tor 1,i.. re1<ctiou and recoo?:J>Cndatlons rcb'!ll'dtun the pol!t1cu1 

,..,!1llt.1<>s vhltll he "VB.luat.ed during hJ.s l Jl>tUll> of vrltJ.ne. Ue hwl l'<?l:Ol!UOOniled 11PP::1'•e

mc:n~; be !wd counoell"'1 11ubl!l.lsaJ.on. His r~ligloua vtevpoinl !IU~eoto that th1c 

pollt let;l poll.Cy of 11ppeasecent ws aJ.110 Juin.ified on rellel.OUJi uounda · 

J osephus• u ~t1·ong 1·asctnal1on for the Rol1"iJl wy ol' Hl'e wo no\ so f,r<-'111. tllllt 

Jose1!hus vtohed lo udvocnte n ;iu]ll.l.HlLlon of' church a.nd state · His lw.llef wo not 

thtit religion "nd poltllc• vc:l'e two aci;arate ree.\Jlls which do nol oolnci<lc . mother wng 

1t tho conte11tioll tllllt Cod wa vorking U1 lt..L<>lory, us l.Jldced Cod had 11.lveys bocu 

hlotory'a .sulding force. Rome, clu!Jwd Jos~l'hus, """ Cod'o 1.0Btr\illlent, Jullt ao flllbylon 

\Iii• orlgtnully W> tnstru111ent of Cod e.gaiust bh<> Jevo .
8 

In other vords lt was not an obje>ctlve nr.lllysls <lf rculpoUr.lk, vhl~h Josephus 

prcnWlted l.n l\10 npoc<ihoc to the Jwn to "'cl1ort them l;o aurrender . He il.1'1 \lll?'D them 
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or Romn power, 1t 1e true. Re did not say as Christi.ans bad oaid, "!lander unto 

CacD!IJ' the thlngo t)lat are Cwoenr' s, and render llJlto \loci the thingo that are GOd' '"" 

novover he m.lgbt hnw been peroanal.ly convinced that tile pol.1t1oe.l balance of l'Ol'er 

lay decialvely in Ronan bands, he never 1n hio opeecheo atrcose(I to th" Jewish minds 

the et.o.rk pol1t1ce.l l'o.cto O.lone. For Wldoubtedly the Jevioh mJ.nd. vould not even con

ceive or entertnin nny proposition that RIJllSCSbcd thAt God h1'noelf wo not both the 

source Wld tbe mater or all politlce.l. f'Bcta. 

'lbererare. l:be relation bchrecn religious l1Jld pollticuJ. vl.cv is c.l.ee.r. Althoul!h 

Josephus cav the nbWldant evidenceo oi' the pove:r or R\'lllO, and aJ.though Joocptnw van 

11ttrocted by the .any feo.turea of RonPn lite, Josephuu neither 1.JIAKJ.lled, nor sta<:ed 1n 

hlo e.ppl!&.lo to the JC'JS thnt God ws aCl<!eptt.ng ar.d fottU'ying Rome on n pel'llnncnt bnsh. 

Jevilll1 r.:Ug.to11D convictlllll wa\lld llllt 11Uw any Puch uot1oo, lt 11110 1'or tbe purJX>ae or 

u.m1shlntl th~ Jews 1'or tbei:r moral and spiritual sinn t .h!it Cod 11110 moved to br11lg .Rome 

ugi;1not them, Wld tbe u•sw:iption veo tl1at cl11111natlon ol' the cin would Ulldoubt.:dl,y 

br1ne un orul to l'oroign domlnlltion. 

])I tho llCtUD.l Op>CohCG Of JoccpiluS, JOGCphU& llO~~G bl6 be lief' tbat God really 

is ehe prilnc 1110ving fnctor 1n hiotory. We note• tl111l h,. do<!s : I» ble speocu to J•.lb.n 

nnd the Jeve, lte st.ates expllcitJ~· : "Cod it !a ther. Ood hilwlclf, •ho v1tll the ROOJlnG 

io brlnging th<: !'Ire to purge His tell\Ple, und exwrminaUng ll olcy so l.lld<>" \l'lth pollll· 

tiono. ••9 · In IUl C!Q'Ucr s peech, he otateo Ullllliote.Jalbly: ''1'01' ntY•ell', I sbudd"r to i·e-

count th<c works ot' God t.o unvortby enro; yet Uotcn, tll.llt you ""'Y loorn tli;!t you nre 

w:rrl.ng 11ol n6Jll.nGt the Romns only, bUt elao Qglliost God. 1
' 

10
' 

Arter i·ecounting nn tmpreeslvc account of 8.1.bltcn.l. lliotory bi: concludes vlth 

tbis strons rcl1g1oua-eMt~onol plea: "~ belt.et', tberCJ1'ore 1 la thut the Deity bas fled 

frOlll th!! holy pl.noes, nnd b!ls taken HiG stand on tbe s1de 01' those vi th \lham you are 

"°" a.t wr. " n. 

It ves not tbnt Josephus bJld not oade t.he JX'OPle llverc nubtly ol' vbllt e.n ecrthly 

po111>r tltrcutcoed them. 'throughout his "xho:rtlltion• he l!8de t~·equ~nt reference• to 

coocr<>te l.noquit1en . However, whether through conviction or clevcrneso, be couched 

tbeoo milltv.l':f fi\!W'e• in religious termn . One can logltimltcly ask llltether he believed 
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vh4t he fl&id. !levcrtheleao lt nccma U.k"1y that lt 1D not accident tbAt. JJ\ h1• denire 

1.c> poulllllto, be cho"'1 U> d1'\lotc tbo m.)c.r purt or speccbet> lio convtnctne on the 

'Ibo queotion is ccver o.111Nered, l.nd.ccd lt ls never nibed. nt. vh4t opoclflc 

time Ootl bcjl)lli to be COi t!ie nide or the RumllG, l\nd 6t vhcit cpeclflc tlmc God lloul.Jl 

eoooe to be on th" otde or the Ro .. uin . Above nll, the people nay hnvc vondorod u.• 

J<1oopbuo ndd.roosed thon1 11t vhonc autborlty lt lo doemc.'d to be 1•elli;louo.ly tMlll thut 

God le on the side of tbe RO!lll1\IJ nt nu. Illckine tile relislou n authorlty c.laimod by 

tho propllot• al' old, Joscfiiun W O mkl.Jlg llOUL'T'tiono \/blch " """ bold l.nd..."'Cd . It is or 

little oUTprtDI! trAt the onaooa of tho people vcrc nol QJ.~Lh<'l" GVllyed b)' lilt 

BtAt'--"llCOta . 

11' tbe """"c" vcre un!Jiprcaocd by Jo1WphuG' • exortllllcns . it rtJ.y .,,..,ll bave 

been tbnt the)' could oot re~ Joscphuo no a vnlid ~l.J.elo\lo illtr.rprctur or the 

QlLwitlon vbicb th"Y rucM. Spcnltine BB tw 414 v lth nmplo quotlltloao t'rom lllbl1cnl 

hiatory, Ill: l'ncccl the people vlth one 11111,)or <\l8tldV11'1tai;.c. lliu pcraQ111l.l iJr<lC" wu11 

ucllrcc.ly tba t or n p10llo 11W1. lie wnr nN1•col,y tM pi ct ure or 1111 <>xemplD.17 prop1et. 

Ilic pcroonnl 11cttt1J10, hlS prov.Lou• mllitury uctlvity, bin commJanion U > write J'nr tho 

Ronnno, o.ll depleted hll:I u1 !gnoblr· torzm,. Ula lcyultlc.:: v~l"• bllBP"~t . llill o.ctiono 

nppoorod colc\Ulll<<l tUld r.ell'lsh, hlo cll'adlnor dllOOtb o..'ld &llb, but dtu;:.bollcnl und 

contr i vL-d. 

To c_,.1,.., the tlr11t t1ectlon or thla lhesls, ve !!Ole that tllllt Joo~-pl1uo vw: 

l'WJ.,y Gwr(' or the polltloo.l l'aCtl or the ~r citua tlon vllieh tllo Java lb.c<od. 114' ho.d 

u. witqu<: vn"ltoge po.Lnt to obr.crv<· both a lcloo prepnr !rig for the lo1pewUug ntn•wr . Ile 

cumc to the conclu•Lon t but Hollll! w u .tnvlnclble , lllld tried •nrougli h.Lo uationc u!lil. t l1roogh 

hla upolw11 11ord~ , to prcoon\. tbla concluolon to tile mJority of thQ pcooplv. 

ll011cver the V<'hic le tM\. ho uoocl to ox:preon tbeoo conclUolona 11111 or IY'C(:l)01ly 

0 t'Cilgiouo one. To 1"1vc !)Nloentcd the pollt1cal !'acto to tho :people "lone vould not 

hnvu pornuwlt-d !;hem. '!he 1'11.cat!CI and U!alota or Je&eJlltus's time llould not Wiit' been 

Uq>roaGOd by t.be deterlorution or tbo pollt1cll.l Dltuation. 'D1ey could no~ be br<>Uf')1t to 

boUcvo tllllt Telll pollt1"41 !'ll.cta l<ltWttd at Clll. 'Ibey vult~..i In \.b{, OJ.JJ1UICC tltit 
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Cod vaa on the 1r aide. 

'lbolr attU;ude w g a1allar to the ccciplacency ot the Jevteh people 1n prophot1c 

ti.mo . Jooellbw; noticed tbio •1m1lari~y, too, and ::ude it a key point Ln Ma ·~· 

Prom hie ll'ritlngs the reeder 1'I mde nwre that Josepius tried to }leraue.dc tllD pcopl/' 

by appeo.U ng to their reltgtouo convictions. l'bether hJ.o c~aiu on tho rl!l!gious 

11u1~cttt VP.re mere dcvloeo to porouo,dc, or v•·rt!' OX'.IJN?&bions of n1ncore cuuvJ.c t.Jon, 1e 

bo)'onll. our povor to J\Jdge. Ye L t ho !'!let that, b~ J,s o.vnr" 01· the pol1t1euJ. reu.Utieo , 

and )'OL clloooeo to gtreos the rel1g1oua impUc11t1 """• tempts one to conclude tbat lllu 

otntcmento vere calculAted and desi"11ad to convey the exnct GILlll(! mesoagc to tbc J evicli 

peoplu, vb1cb l e hi."'6elr bwl ooncl.Udod t'rom 11 Ere non-reltglou4 obscrvati<>n or the 

poUtlcel l'acta. 

'Die problem or Jose.i;tms'• alncwrety in a dt:r .. cutl one. Jl'or aa II(; ha Y'I! pol.lLed 

out, J0<>epbus rem.ined o. loyal prn~tlcing Jw all or bla ll1'c. Illler JJ\ bJ.a Hie he 

l\J)Cnt 111Uch cnore::v d.,rt,ndlng t ho 111\tlqulty and vortb or tbl: Jevicb religion. Whul to 

t.nwortunt, bcvever 1& that vc ar<> mldn nwnra 1n J onep•mo ' e CM1 upeccl1e11 tlwt .Lo moot 

vaya be cxprooscd 1n r c liglouo tcrma \l\1ut he w o already convl.ur.cd or 1.n l)<>llttclll tlll"Jllll 

Cl"Olll .JX'rOOOBl obcervation and. knovlcdsc. 

ch. 2 .BEHIND 'nlE .rans!! LDll!S 

It is the contention or thin writer thllt Joce,lilua 1n trcetlJ>e the ¥OGlota and 

r.ho declJ.nc nnd co~lon ol' earl1cr Jeviah kl.ngdoma, roll.ovo an Jdcntieol intt.cro. 

l!!I cxprcascd ln relJ.;;!ouo terM 111\at ho voo ~ convinced ol in polltlco.l ter lllll 

l'rotn por KOnnl observat ion And knov.Lcdgo. 

Jocertiuu W 5 o.r the otrone opin.lcm thnt t he miot'ortunea or Judeu vore brought on 

by heronll'. When ehe 1w.d the chance !or lndcpcrndonce, uh<! a11uced it, nnd vautcd il, 

J udcn lnckod t he self-<llociplirn: to rulo h~roclJ' properly. Her Gbort period of rule """ 

Ufl rltcd by detertorattoo and cOl'TtlJ>Uon. In tJpeakjng or the.Ge events, Joaopllua w o able 

to tAllc ln p.ir<>l,y poll ticeJ. teru l - a.lthougb Cod 1" aJ.1"'1ed to a o the 1'1oal cauoe: 

Whence cUll OW' servitude aricet llAa lL not tr.. pnrty strife among OW' forcf'l\tbora, 

vbcn UJC lllldness o1' Ari11tobuluG llJ1d lcyrcnnua a.nd their 1'1Itual d1escna1ona brougjlt 
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~l' &gains" the c 11.)', II.lid Cod aubJectM to the Raaw>a ~'iooe who ...,..., uuvortby ~ 

UbC!rtyt•12• 

'n>o p.IA1n J>OlJ.t lc11l rco.llty vh lch JoG<•Jlhuo duacr1bcd \IUG tbnt thu interm.1 

diuccnoioh Und COrl'llJ'LL'ln Of the JevlQ.h JltlOlllc led to the dovnl'Dll ot the Jcvloh 

atntc and llu oubJccUon to rorcl.gn dC*l.1.nlltlon. '!bun vht'n Joocphua opeck.a thnt Goa 

bro1l4!1lt tlllo &OTV1tude, JoceJ111us trwl5llltt'a thia political. reallt)' l.nto Lbe rel!alous 

tc""' or the day, the belier Ul<lt Cod vsa too guJdl.ng to1""Ce :lJI bl.-1.0ry, and 1t wa Be 

vho vsc pun1'1hine hl• c:h1l.dr<1n like an wio7 raLbc:r. 

(Hov lnCOnt.'Tuouc lt vould indeed 1"' l'or " r.odcrn oecula.r hllllt>rUin Lo Utll.121! 

tbeoc rel1(!.1oue lm·nw to ox;p,.eco a oi11111.1u· r<>lltlcul a1tuul1on. tt woul.11 be 

1nconco1vablc l'or n lllOdurn lli.r.tortan to ouge,ellt U111t tl\o Atom1o Bomb wo :lropped oo 

llil'olJll.ml! an " pinltMrull to the Japi1ww l>l' Ut~ Am.Tic.Clo Cod. 111\!lt Jcv l.sh hllltor1An 

or t.odal' would ~lAr" that tM ciX llllllon Jcv~ or Ccrmny VC>"C b<:JJ14 Plll1Ghcd by Go:i 

t'or Uic!.r interiial c.orru_ptlon and oplrU\ID.l l.JsulltriL)'t) 

In rcl'crr J.ng t n the :Wnlotr, Joo<:phu• to ovcn l!IOl'e vocnl 111 h la dcnuric lnt1on 

ol' 01xx:Ulc lmplt·ttos o.nd outroe;c:s vblch lail bo thulr diol'tlvor v1th Cod. Ile enlllll"rut oo : 

"Secret • l.Jtu _ I 1110an U1ol'te, treschcrlt>u, udullnrlcc • 11re not t>.,nentb your d1oda.1n, 

vbUc .I.II mplne and 11w•1kr you vte vlth • 11.ch ot.hur ln openlns up ncv and. unbeurd or 

pulbo or vice; "l"J, Wld Lht! IA!•Pl" tine b<'cOlll.' Lbt• ree<>pt:.11<!!.e or all, &nd mtlve tv:mdn 

I.UV<! pollut<:d thow dlVlnt! vreclntu. Vhich ev«n Romllll.Q t"eV\lr<:ne"'1 t'rOll CUar." IJ. 

Arter P.nwnoi'\itlne tho cxuct v1olAL lune, Jooophuu , rwo»f1ct- LJ.kc, prCl.lchoo tho folly 

<>J' l.mplorine; und m'lyini! ou n r.oo vbom Lhoy lwv~ lJloulted tli<:1on<1 J'Ud.croptlon. God. voUld 

nol reaain, l.Jiiplloo Jo1M]jlus , vlth ouch 11 wyvlll'd people . 'l.'ltuo Joocphua, oontinu1.Jle 1n 

hlo rel!ato-hln~lc: JAtl<lrn ,,r vr1t.ll>G, cl\jll'Coooa polit.tclll l'eul1L)', I.ho l'(!G.].1tl' t.lmt 

lntl'nllll co:rruptlan UM <ltbi~l vt>ak..,.,ea u.re J.natrw.;,ntn vh1c:h brl.ng Gba.t the dollnftlll 

ot a state. lllwthor QtAtcd 111 pol1t1c:nl or tboolot:tC111 t<."Tmn, I.ho 1.taport to th., """"' · 

&;poo lAll)' dcpl .»'llble to Joacphuc I/QB tho internal d1Bcen11ion wlll bttLer lrt.rir<' 

vh1ch )...cpt tM Jw lnh pooplo d1oun.1tocl dur lnl! thu Ronlln $0ll!C or Jorn1!11lcll, und vhicb 

tlio$opnwe1 the Jev lch .. rrorto. 

He &i"'"' ~pk fll(preoo1on t o tllto Otrntogic l'ol.ly, Of \llllcb t.ho l'ollowlntl ls II 

· lD· 

cbllractcr1at1c cmmplc. 

"llllrlng 11 te•parery lull 1 n the wr vtthout the val.ls, faction :ronowd lto 

hoatllltlca vtthin • • .•• 'lhe purlieus or the 811Detua.ry vere inatAnt.ly a occne or th<.t 

utn1oot dloorder ILnd contuo1oa, tho ~opl.o vbo Md no co11MX1on vtth the part)' otrifu 

re~ thla 1a aa an 1n41oar11111.na.te nttllck upon au, the 7.calote "" &l')linot tbom· 

$C!lvea e.J.oac. • I.Ii • 

What Jo:rephus dcec:r1beo in these o.ml al.cilAT poo~o ~. the dioorgonimtiao 

c.nd rivalr)' vh1ch 1n n plain polltica.l sense vne a contributor)' f'llcto:r to poUtlca.l 

de rent. 'Ibo ouggeat1on 11¥\dc vno thllt the Jews were nctUD.Uy cnualng tbolr ovn derwl 

t•y ll d1oun1Lod ;>olitlcnl otuncc. 

atnted 1n his own wONio: "!lha (J\lden) wne daotroye<t by internal d1oocno1ono, 

llnd tho ftomnG llho SO W1V1J..L1nel.y l!Ot flrc to tho '1'!11\'ll.~ 1 VUX'O bro\!811' bJ \>)' ~ ~('y'G 

selt-appoint.ed rul.era ••. • 15 • 

Rcjlt''\tcdly, Jooephut lleocrb thlo theme or nc.Lt'· dol'"'1Uog .U5unlty MIOng th& 

Jc"Va, which dlcwiit)' reou.ltod 1.n polHlunl ou1c1dl'. Eopecl.ol.l.y dld he crlUolc<) th!! 

fOCtlonn vhlOh perverted t ho VUl Of tho CClll!l!IOD pooplo, Llnd incited tho populOcO tO VIJ.r 

e.gu1.noL Ulolr Olm vlll. In all or JoocphW>'o 11r1ting, Jooopllu& e:x)ll'osoco the uonvlcLlon 

thot tho var'a !'allure 11110 " l'llUure ot Jev1.sh untty 1.0 etund fl.rm QgU1not tho "U<·nsor. 

Speaking 1n st.rlct.1)' politlc<U t.,,,.., thl.Js 1D an except.10lll1Uy vs1ld 11111l4'alo or 

lJ1c 31tlllltlon. Hovovcr aubJucUve ond. blAcecl Joeephuo'c accounts ot' bi!Jtory -.y !Mlve been, 

Mtlcrn pol.iticu). theory would ooinct.dc with an 11DO'.cyo1a vllich blJIJned llllll.t.lley dofOCL on " 

cl101tn ltcd •w.nco. 

Wl\llt Jooephuo opecifical.ly attributes au cuual f&cto:rr , th1trernre, vcro the l.Jmer 

corrupLlon ol' the Ghort- llved Jev1.W lndcpemen.L lt1ngdoa, the> ef.blca1 and moral .IJllpiotieG 

or the pcopl.c' and ·.tie loterml d.1 •• ewstan an4 bitu:r •trll'c IUllOag the defender• or JC!ro-

58.lcm, vbich prevented the dovolopaent or n succ:eaot'ul dH.,noo . 

Ao l a hu un\IDl pal.tern, JosoP,u1 pe:rmeuteo bto hiutory vil.h o re:LJ.gioua inter· 

pretnLLon. In d..e..Ling vlth thoou llu"ec ureas, tho po.riod or JOV1.uh l.ndepcndcncc, the 

eU11cal corruption, u.od the otU!tary factional d1aaenoiona, be girded nll tllreo ot tbeH 
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vith rcliglouo lhcmtl.c mtarllll. 

niu thcclo vblclt be etatoa 11lth ret'<n-Cn<!u to these tbrC<! l'OLttlcu re<lllttco 

la the ......, theniR vtilch he 't.at<."1 vltl> ..... r.,ronce t.c th<! cxccptlotJBl. lllilltar)' 

6\lpcl'lorlty or Romo. The polltica.l a ct.ualtty 16 W'hll& i t ls not beccuse o! th<? ,.,re 

"Inter~ or extcrnD.l fOl'C<'U o.l.OI"'· 'nlC CDUOC of the pollt.ic.U actlvity I ltC ebb 

and n w, od.Vllll'-"6<' and dlsa.dvo.ntllgc, rlru 1>nd n.u, !8 Ood ht=cl.f . 'lbat tbl• 111-

truc lon of Cod 1rllo U1n polltlcal 1"CAlJo alllht provt.U, .,.., lncODBlGtcn<!ieG wbl~h t.lhc 

racts thcaoolvea aleJll ~t\it.e ~·t n<>ver !la ve occun.>d to Joai>pbun . llor "'1gllt the 

P'lGGibillty that. U\C uxWnllU t'aCl.S tlt00b8el.Ye9 vol1l.c1 clescrlbe the oltuatlcn lllOGI. 

!Uleqwt.cl,)'. '!he 1.dool.Oglca.l nctt.lJig c t' hi• "7'11.illg ~"'" such thnt God.' a influence on 

hlutory vna the accepted th!Jlg . and dld not reed to be prown. 

'lbcrcl'~rc, "hen tw ulAtc• th<> events cauol.ng the wr, he tl,.,.,n not. do so vit.IJ · 

out rollelcll• ovort.onca. wt "a note """ he dacn thin ln the fol.lC!Wl.nE.; • t.atc• :mtu: 

"Dct.pl.y u6 ono inuot o.\OUJ"n tor t.ho t1.oot 1111Dvol.10Js i.:d.ifle'! wl)ich we hn'Vtl ovor noon or 

bonr<l 0r 1 vhcthut· vu conoldcr ito utNct w'<'1 lto mgnttude, ~l\<l 1'Lchneao o:: lta ovcry 

dato.11 • • . • yet w~ ll'l1Y d.r11w very !ll'cAt conc1Jl4Uon ll'OJ!f the lho1'1Jllt t hnt th'-'l'e l'll no 

~scuty.! t'r·olft :f'l>to1 !'cl' vorkn ol' Dl't u.nd j\}J.IC"B Ill'\)' more than !'or U v I.Ilg bcl..ngs • And. OHC 

""'Y well lllU'Vl'l a.~ tM Cl<UcLncuo or t.hc cycle ur Destiny; f(IT' 0.ll r ual.d, nhc VO.ltcd 

wil-.U thn very 1t1011Lh , um! ~ho very ilit.y ou wntcb in bygcna tiJD>n the t.cmplC bod bt..~n 

.. 16. 
burnt by thc ltlb,ylonUlno. 

1:1\C !.MplJ,ca~Lon lo o..ltogothcr clew- . Gotl IUld a. hO.nd In a.ll o! thlc. Howltb

atancU.ag JoGCJi>ILl' • 8 d11barnt•· und N<LllaLlc dcll.nedtlon or t:"' polltloi•l .,,n.erNll L'fluceo 01' 

the tlcotructlon, I.ht- very cula1.nallon of the \.'fU', ,lo""Jitus, vlLhout explaotitlcn ylclde tl1•, 

cntl..rC blatorl.:al Lh~or; t.o W\Oth"r ovcr- rlding cnuse, U.c f'llut tllal ull thc..c cxt<!l'Ml 

cv<>nta ....re pa.rt or Ood'• plan, l\Jld t.hllt I.be JW>n WI> divinely !.nf;pln.'<i L<• m.nlpulA'C(o 

1.11., cxt.crlllLl. tctto• to a d! v Lne eoneluoion. 'lhus tlt!l'in v.> haw depleted Lile dual rvuur.-

or Jooctftt•'.' tl'<'U~\ 01' hlct.ary , 

'l'lllB J.rrocor:cUU..bl~ duaULy 11.gQin ls dcpicwd Vhen Jo&Ophuo ~1;cca John and 

tho Jevu I.ii vOJ'd.o OUl',SC•tl.n« thAt Pr.l.c, the overriding J'orcc of tlw i.unsa!Je abovt' could 

bP liV('l'k-d by rCpellL8Dt b\llltlD 11Ct1"r, , II" &tresoeo the !lOD•ibtlity that. ()o:1 Naht inde<'d 
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change bill pljut5 1n responae to h\l11811 actioo., 1.o dl.l'ect Q()Otl'Gdict10n to hie 

att.ributing the cause to hte al.one. 

"Yet to be sure, JcilD, it 1£ no clial!l'*"e to repent or your mi~, evnn 

at the last; am U' you desire to eave yoizr cOWltryJ you bAve a noble e.'CIU!IJl].e 

act be1'are ycu 1n JecODia, K1.Dg ot t.he JevJ , Ho, 1/bcn or old. h111 clooduct had 

brought the &iby1cmian' a &1'11\Y upon lW:I, ut hi:t oom !'re<! v ill. left the ctt:{ before 

tt vu taken ••• •I7 • JoscfhU!I tllrUler exbor1:...S the J eva tlio.t tho Romul• bad great 

respect !Cit' the Jevi.sh ltoq placea, nDd did LOt viab to d.eatro,y t.hea. It vaa the 

act1oao or the Jevs tbemcelveo 'ohAt were bri.Dging about the 'l'elllplb' a cl.eetructlao. 

!Jlter an 10 the var, Jose!flus po1.oted to the cliae;re.ceM utUlzat1.oD v!!tch the Jevs 

aade of their Olll1 Ho~ Temple ,.., o 'bastion ot ..ar , J!Oll could the Jewn, vho revered 

the Teuul1e, defUe it by uotns 1t uo a. 'battlee;ro'Jnl! 1 

an the one ho.nd, U.ere iu depicted 1Jy Jo. !ll)hua the interplay or h\IJl8Jl action 

vUich we 1ntl.UQ.~tial in br:L.ag:J.na a.bout the crio1o. 11\IJM!l action vuo +he onu&e of 

ths dilttculty, and the d1f1'icu1ty 0011ld be avert.Cid by hUJmJt a.ctton . Jooopbus doea 

not bother to reconcile the prob.l.em that 11oul.d arioo o.o to .ibotl101· div ... 111 ootton 

ac tual.ly predeatiJ>ed the bWll!.l\ act.J.on Wlllerly111g tltc cr111111. 

A 1'1ital e)(8llll>l.e oh011<1 the duality o,pec1.1'1cal.l,y atatod in JoM!Jituo'o ll.fe. 

Tell.ins the Jewo that they ougbt not to revolt ae,a1not the Ronnru. nt nll Joaeitiua 

say•: 

"I laid be1'ore their eyes aguln4t vhOlll they were e;olnl! to tight, and told 

tltea that they ..ere 1nfertor to t.be Rolsnll, not only 1n mrttai olc:ill., but 1n good 

tOl'twle ... ..i8.. Qr good f01'1:Une, JOl!epbuo ci.e..riy ouggeeto that it w s =ore than 

the 1'0llt1cal. tact• which diJlt'a.vor<ld tha:I. Ill tact Dcot1.o:Y her116l.t vas on tile 

opposi.tlg side. l!ere dest:iey..,... blaced 1n equ.lvilant ~ to the external 

political. i'l<ctc of tbc s1tuattco. 

Jooe)':itua ' a °"" 1M:tiont, pnrb.~ ea be ll.eGC.'l'lbO hio oxperl.ences ao adllt.uy 

Oeaersl. are t.belDllelver. ccxrt.radict.ory. Wbea corllOred and tftcod vit.b doat.b &.tter 

ailitary defeat, .rosepbua ut1l.1r.eo a foul. atrataeem to !!Ave hie °"" life , He per

sUllded w.s sold.tero to kill ea.ch other after dlUvizlg lota , and then aurrcadered to 
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tbe Roa.n• vltb ooo c~. '!Mt this act la.ckn i:obUity of cbarllcter lllld 11npl.1ea 

a certain bypocrloy seems cleo.r . ~. be 19L1ned favor vi.th Veapo.sl.wl by 

announcin/i: that he -1 the protj)etlc S:U't 1 end tha.t this J,orO}ilc<tic gU"t bod to1'1 b.1.ol 

tllllt Vcspiaian h:l.m06lf vouli boco•c ~ror. Il' Jos.,!Xlua re~ 1'elt that be va.e 1n• 

npired vtth a proiCetic gU't, one mullt uok why thin ~t>tic glft io never referred 

to agn1n in h1n \Ir.I.tings . '!bes& de&cr1ptl.on• or Josephun 1 a own clll).re.ater ce.nnot be :I<!· 

oored ill a tharOU8)1 aMlyol.JI of hJ.s "1'it:l.tlg11. I:r bJ.s e.ct.1.on& are bypocritloal in tbat 

they include stra.ta.geme and tr.lakll, i t in J10••ible that b.1Jl oratory, hlo s¢echCJ! to tile 

Jwo, bin hiutorical "1'1t:lnga tbc1illlclwn vere IJli'Unecl \fltll o.l.o.nta unil b:l.Beeo, anc1 

blemiahos \fluch mr 1".beir integrity. 

nw llli!J;t, then of Jl11I !>iouu cxlaortationo to tbe dest:Ley of Cod and Fate, hov """Y 

or his oclf..rightl!ouo denunc:l.Btiona of the dctileront c.r the Temple, o.hc1 hw tmil:I or 

IU.o otute•lllnte tlL11t God io tbe driving farce 1n b1story e».n be reconciled vith the 

c;ynieal nets which be b.Lmnel!' Bd!llits to? Josejt>W> ..,....,i,y uoing relle;ious uttero.11acs 

to COlllllWL\l~ato 11ith a rel1;!1ouo :people, am more i.IJ1portantl,y I >.o inl'lUence them in M n 

ravort Althou~Jb artS\/Cl"G to tbeso <!UCGtJ.Ol\S cannot be i'ully kno1111, it is ""ll to ]l01nt 

out the re.a~ th.at ,Joooliiue o.o n l"'l'•or. wa neither corudstcnt, nor tborougllly honest . 

'olhen lw \ll'oto, vactnAted bet\f..,cn the moat acute J)OlitiCOl nno.lynio, una the moot 

piouo exhortntloiw. His ])ersonnl lli'e Cllso vnc1ll.uted . Altboue.h h<: rcl"lined IJJl o~ 

aerv!J4 Jr,..,, bo bAd oame ,,....1oo4 blJ•11d.sbeo on hi o cban.lcter. 1'11rthcrmol·•;, hill acttona 

vere not thoGc ot n naive llWll they vere more Ultln to tbooo of n smooth mnipulntor 

1n the rcnlJ!J of both actions o.nd vordn . IJ1n nctlonG in r.be Qllillee ce.mpiign, o.nd e.l.l. 

the vordJ! J.n b.1.n opeechen :i.n tile lAter Romn siege of JerusAl.eJJl lit\ve a common 

denClllW:lator: they we.re des:l.gned to .or0010te 11:41 parti.uu.!JU' paint of vial, and to auve 

tbc J""s tram tl1e 11\i:lc'.Ldal l'nte. (Yet 1f Fo.te wo.s 1nc1et"1 in the ho.ruin o1' Cod, thlll"O lo 

" queatl.::>n an to vhetber a nm or Jo;;epllue 1 a cllarBcter 110\Jltl. have be&n chosen to attempt 

to avert wbat '""' ulrood,y pt'Cdeutined..} 

lt ic rel.eVOr.tt •ler<! to mentJ.on 'bblit Jooepbuo ws regarded as n tro..ltor by the zealots 

IUld the revolutiQllllrY portisann. Although it .1.s iJl\pooOibJ.e to Judge the truth of these 

eccusationa, it 111 neyerthe.J,eos true that Jooe}ilus cl1ll very Ut1lle 'to d1ogu.1Be the 

-.lit-

.I.Dago of traitor tbllt bill actions Bal, vordo vere bu1lding up. To be 1n the cnipl.oy 

of tile Roaans to !Jlduc<" tile J eva to surrender v ould be 11101Jt n&turo.l.ly interpreted en 

treachery . For \lily v oul.d the RomBJ1B ,.mploy hiJll J.f not to serve their own enWl7 And 

4urel.y Ramn seU· intere•t could not be construed 1.13 1dent1eal w1tb Jewiob ael.1'· 1ntereot. 

'lbe 1'1lct that be was emplayed to write history far tbc Romna, end th'1t be o.ceepted 

~uvors from them doe1> little to remove the iJJ'llgc or lauitor. 'llle tact tJlllt he quot.ea 

to the ..,asee ot J""o religious evidence f<>r h1n o.rg-....,nt• voul.d seem ncnrciely to im• 

preoo tboJ>e 'Vho bad c011•1dered bilD n traitor in tbe ee.rUer yearo, 111lcn 1n Gulilee the 

:political loynltieo of the <lenernl Joocliluo lier-> oUDpoct . Wilen he uppc~ ngn:Ln, vitb 

a Roann nwnc, " Romlln h.1.otortan, in the comp1.t1y, wlll wider the prote~-tion of the entlrll 

Rolll\D llrll\Y pree.,nt at the vo.Us of Jerwm.lem, only two concl11eions ~m possible. Either 

l\e ""'s co utterly -siJJcere In llio conviction tbat l\oann seil' !ntel'Got wo.a not opposed to 

Je>r!ob ooli'- intereet, that tho ROllllllu tb"111<1clvos tl'Usted hl..m, or be 11uo Im...""' to be an 

opportunlat vho enJoyed Romn lU'e, &.nil .mom +;be IMlnntl "ere uoin8 to i'Ulfil Rolzlul self· 

tnterent. 

•ro oWllllW'izc the secood section 01'. •.biu tbeaie, !t. ie tbe content>1on that 

Jose_phuo follOll@!d nn :IAOJltieal. intt~ in doaCJ•ibing corrupt.lra, d.l.svenoi<>n, o.ud Jewish 

decline, e.s he did in deecr!.b:Ltlg the auper:Lority oi' tho Roanns J.n relation to '~be Jcvo. 

1n both co.ses, Ile altll"rimposcd a rell81ous theory over the ex1otin8 poUtico.l. i'e.cte which 

he alJso deooribed 1n detail . 

Thb 8daWcture of the poUtic11l vith the relie;iouo would ap~ ctTange to the 

modern hintor:l.Bn, acouo-tomed to ~ tbe tt>cta speak tar tbwnaelvoa. Althoueb there are 

1inny theoritic:l.nns W11008 modern historiAos, ·tlie 1r.odciu hbtar1ao '1oulA, in orile:r to 

ancvtr modern scept1oe, f.l.nd it ueceesary to take tile palns 100 hs.rmonl.ze the rel:l.gioua 

t:.beory vith the pollticnl ract•. 

In the vritin.rs or Joocptum, Jooer,huo f):eely mixes tbe facto witb the theory, and 

feel.o no cO!ll]11!.l.s!.On to llllrlllOll.1.W thom. '.lh.1.s l.C:ada Oil<! tc suopoct that tJw bistor:l.Bns in 

.ro..,}ll1ua' • t:l.:re did not vrite hiotol'Y "1th B.Qy vtw tlJl/IU"ds obtatn.lng obJ.,ctivtty, 'but 

ouch i s uot the C<10e. JoDcj:iliuo h.1.Dlsel.1' clJ>.t.mc to be giving " most obJcctive and .!JlmG;rtilll. 
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vlev of t11story. 1n his ovn vordB: "1et the vr1tere l have 1.n 1111.nd cJ.aiJD 1'0 be vriting 

h:illtory, nlthoo<eli besJ.iles gctt~ oJ.l t::i~u- l"ncto vrone;, t hey seem to me to Jtl.s• th<.>ir 

target nJ.togetht!J'. For they vlsl\ ~o eetubl.toh the greo.t.neao or ~ Roaano, vhile nil the 

t I.me dls_pa.ro&J..ng 1111a. a.er1d.lng tile ucUonu of th<> Jews . HowcVCl" it le not rey intention ~" 

counter the cbD.lllpionu of tile Roi:nn1l by ci<ngei-ro.ting tbe llex•oisill or IJf;f own c0W1try • lvUl 

otnte tbe racto accurately and lmpartiAlly, nt the same time tile J.an~ge 1n vtr1clo I record 

the event• v 111 rof~et rey u.m J'<'<!ll.ngo und <!lllOtl.onG, i'or I wat perm.Lt 111)-Se H' to beV!>U 

• t ...... 19. "'If COtUltry & rage.._, • 
such a nobla ot.a~t or lntrod11ctl.on to b.ts vrlt.ing indlcat.es 

t:,bo.t the lllotorlrulu ol' hio ti:olo vc.re scmsitive to the probloin or lo1otoricul obJecUVil.)'. 1t 

is dilflcul~ to una.cretnnd , thex·l'.lrore, why 110 attl>lllpt to rode t'> resolve the dinc1'Cl)(lhclco 

betveen Josephus ' o l\lotOrlcUJ. otlltenic:nto, w1'l tb" {llBPiO!llllO rcligiOllG tlleorl~ing whlch be 

·med to persuadil ti\~ J eva to lfiY dCMt the J.r 11.rllll! • 

Jooeplluo' u nations and c!Jru't\cter have cl.on~ U~tl~ to 11J't o(p bio Lange e lLher 111' a 

:pe'rSOO or ne an hiotorllin . Hin conUn11ouo vncillAtiOJI in b!o vrl~llltl between uttrtbutiJll) 

l'ellglous calleC'S nm! pollttca,i euuucc to uctunl evellt• leave the rondet ln con.i'uslon , and 

serve t o destroy h1G own cltd.J!t to historical obJocttvLty. 

ch 3. A CITAl1GDIC WORW 

'!lie evidence 

pointc bo thQ tllct tllA~ ,Tooel'l>us wenm<' dccl.dedly dlstllunioned 1tlth " Rome he olllac odml.rod . 

Jo.,<>pll\IB prcdlct.l= hud coe"' true. 'DI<: Romnn n.t.ao bad e..,1·gccl v1ctorlous . Joscp11uG con-

tin"""- to llv" 11 l\OlWJl w.y o1' l1J'c 1 and contlnuod to observe Lim JeY'Lllh rcllelon . YcL he 

54., the JlllgtUl celebrntfone, and t!oe bal·bll:r1Ci<tn ot' victorious name, and they parllAJIG i'ell 

Ghort al' hie C)l)l'ller c»cpcctatlons. 

He did oo\. bcce>""' 90 dloilludooed. that bQ v11nted. lo reroovc h!.meU' ll!lcl< into fill 

l!xcluoivoly Judcan world, even ll' that. 11oru JlOSDiblc . He •lluhed 'to roml.n in a 11on-Jcv!uh 

environment, but he tou.'ld to his clwi;r'in that tJu• non-JW.LGb ,..orld W 5 b<:Qoming lncrounlngly 

bootu~ both to lo1Jn W!d tile Jevo. If tw was sincere ln bellevl.Jig 1n h.ls ear11cl' ycru-s that 

Rome vOUld be decen t; 1.n its tree.treat or the Jcvs, nom:> ot' his bcUefo lllllBL tium 1lecu 

ob.Utt«red ~hen the Internal corl'U!)tlon which had contributed GO much to 1'he Jcv1oh davttl'i.ll, 
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vns 1n.t'luene1ng tho Romns to becOIDil less tolerant, w1'l more violent and bllrbllrk. 

Fnced vitb thio emergl.na oitUAtion 1 Jouephus beglll), u oeri"o or rollg1.oun vritlngs vllioll 

rei'l<.>ct.ed Ill• conceru for the stutua o.t tll" Jevioh people, !Ind his own status us veu. 

For the Roaaus vere gr01ting cooler in their interest in him, ll1ld the non-Jcvioll vor.ld 

<:elittl.ed and 11ttncked the Jeva . Josephu.a 1a "Against ,\pion," and "Antiqui&lcu," vt:re 

e.xpreaGiotJs of rel!.gious content vb.Leh grev out or a pOl.1 t tco.l wed, " need to restore 

reopect1bili'ty and ~atige to tbe Jcva durins tb1o t.roubled t 1.lne. 'lbua ngain ve can 

auc. an external politiclll eit\llltlon which l!Jl.V& rl.oc to n rel.tgious 1nterprotut1on, in 

vllich the rol11l1ouo interpretation vas supc:ri.mponed to met thn noeds ot tloe external 

cttuotlon. Aguin the co11trndict1ons were not alvuya tuu·moobed. 

l·b11y er tbt> statements which Josep111a 118dc in hio strons attempt oo llTt the 

l!r'i!Dtige of tlia Jevinli J)Copl" Vlll'I:! sul>Ject. to the challeuge oi' l'llll.U'G geno.rationc ropll'd-

1ng their accurn"Y· SOhJe ot tile aoae1'tto11s wh ·lch Joscplluo haa ofi'Ql'P.d have aeea"'d quite 

exLrnvngv.nt and. e xceooiva to critlca o.ncl soholaro. 

It perhaps 1o 1Ulder•te.Dilll1'le that J o•<>phuo van given to exceoc.:u of IU'lllG<! in 

hie def.,noe of Judaiom, n.incc bO hope.d tru·OIW> t 11cs" vr!tiugs to combat anti-semit1Gm, 

and to )1<11ee thn imgc or a defeated Inrocl in the cyee of her oonquer oro. Ia add1t1on, 

Domit!An, who nucceeded h:W brotllor TJ.tus 1n 81, Md no 1nt!ll"C&t in Joi:;epllus, arid t11c 

c0l!D"llde1·1e vhlch Josephus shart!d with Vas:paoiAn and. Titus came to an end . 

We note 1n bio llritJ..nao about Judainm and thci .rev• a very clear refloctlon 01' th1• 

uew pol,J,tical sltunt1on that el!lerged. On the one hand he nttelll])ted. to prove the s uperioricy 

., ,. t loe JO\li&h ""'Y ol' life; on the otloc'r hand he consciously attemptL>d to ncaiJllilatc 

Judaism to tile accuJJu· cultw'e, by nttelOIPtJ..na to prove the may e1mila.r1tieir which tile 

Jcvish nud t.be secular Oulture had in aommon. In l!otb casec, there was a strong drive to 

prove in Ronan termn, And by Ro.an ate.ndAr<io tllat Jooda1ein comJUl"(l rt>vorobly to the 

pr-oducta nnd the l:"·nuls or th<! prcvnutnu culture 01' th1> <Wy. 

Josephuc carries through in the "Ant1qu1tiec," and "Against Aplon" bi.s - notion 

ul' th~ role of God in hlotory \lbi.ch be put t'orth 1n "~· " 
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Josep,ua ' n viev on rellSioua oubJecto doee 1.o.dced i·ei'lec~ t!le cllanging 

political &ituat.11.ln, tho !lltcn.>d rcl.11t1ou of Jcrusal.Lm to Roae o.i'tcr the wn.r, 

the al.tet-cd prestige thnt Judal.om ll.llll the Jevl.!lh people were eubJcct 1lO all 

over tJ1c ex.luting vorld . It \Illa to ""'°t tw..o need tb4t Jooe>pbus 84d.r<!soed 

bl..mselJ', wlii tt u tl\1s politica:l new "ltich :!.& .... 1'1.octed in h1G vrltiJlgo. 

Ih the first pl.ace the Romn vorlll had u i;rcnt rcu1J1>ct for la>t, legnl 

functions, !llld legal terms. A. trllly 111v-ubiiU.1i& c1viliwt1on, vhiah ror;pected 

l"ar:al. l.cf:llll cod.ea vus d~ pra,i&e11orthy. 'lhu• Jopopbue endHuvorea to uhov 

lo'hnt e gl"'.'Ut respect "for .lJlv tbe Jcvo \>Ad . 

not o~ doco Josepbua W>G!gn the appel.atlon !"l!i•lator to K:>ooa; be 

u1ltCll\Pt& to prow the S\\l)Cl"1ority of Jwish .!Av codP.s to all othero . 

Ile eta.tes : ''To begin vtth then u little buck, I wou.1'1 so.y thill i"tree, that 

those \1110 "'~ l.owro of order ll.l1d (lOllllllOll ).Ave, and vho first lntl'ochlced Ulem, 

when men ,ru:re l!V'.lng vtthoUt lnY u.nd order, rw,y well h&:LV<l thlo teot!Joony1 tl111t 

they vere bett..r tban other men 111 mUJlnenn e.nd wtll:l'fll vl.rt110. A.nil corte.in.ly 

ouch JlCraons endeavor to °""" 11Wryth.l.ng they intrOclucc b(-Uaved to be very 

tlt1C1ent, that they rua;y no!: be thought to 1Jllitatc otbera, but ~ ratlocr seem the111-

t>elwa to hllVC t!UU<'Dted a rcl!\1lAl' 118'/ of 1:1.vl.Ilg to Otlt.,rs • Sinco, then, thi.G to 

t.be cast> 
1 

tltc <:xccl.lency 01· n J.e~tar le a~cn lil oeol.ne vbat lo boot, Wlil lil 

per"'4ld1np; t11osc vno Ql'<' to uce the la'10 bn ordain• w bAVO n e:ood op1n1oll of them, 

nod the exccll!>ncy of the lJCOplJ> to seen :!JI the U- nb1tl1ng b)' the l.avo, and by nt>.k~ 

no cllllngeo in them, vbethcr in JU'<>•rtiar1.t"y or odversity. llw I say that our 
20 

lee:1slAtor ill tbe most ancient. ot ell tile 1eg101Ator11 vllo ... ..., w!;rvhcrc reeanled." 

1be chll.uvaiUsttc ste.tementa ot Joaepbue Br" oat vithaut o. reasocable 

degree or truth , Yet their eJ!!Pba•1.a e.nd tone are akarly ~e to i.'lljlreno the 

Roomn love ot li>Y , i'llrtllermr:xrc the et:>.tcinent.s nro C!lJ&r~cd IJl l't>vor of the J~ 

and comnllt•t genllrnlized. 

Hi" defense of the durabiliey or Jeviub lP.v co<IC• io aop:cl.Blly roae.t1c 

llben he c~c Biblical. l.eg1olAt1ou to P.\Aton1c vr1tinft: 

"For thoGe vho ntteJ:!Pl; to vrite oomething of tile muie kind wo "' polity 
-J..6-

wld n code of l.ava, arc accwied of compoeillg lllO!'l&trous thing&, run arc oa.1d to bll.vo 

Ulldertnken an 111qxutG1ble 1:'1ok ·- P.IAto, vho is admired by t he Greeks na rem.rkablc 

t"O:r his l.o!'ty i.tre and farce of ~, e.n4 who 1n pcr..er of peruuaaion excel.led all 

othar philoso,ltlers / continues to be Uttle better than l.Bughlld at and publicly rid.icul.cd 

"" on the «taae by tbooe that pretend tc BB@llooity in political. e.t!'o.irs,,,, •
21

• 

At fi:rllt Josepbue1a COl!Qlllrisoo doeo not .ie.em cspec!Ally SJ!ecious . Yet it lo 

•lot quite naauro.te to lltil1ze tJ1i8 cocu.perisu.l for t:vo rllB&ons. th the one band, P:l.lrt:o 

vas a 11b.iloso,liler in a J>Ql.1t..1cal enviroCJlWlt . r.t>oeo 1j!1B rcligiO\Ul :ind occul&r 1.ead.er 

ot e group oi' olllvee, Secondly Pll)to' o polittcnl conception vaG conceived nnd en'lis.l.olled 

ns an idee.:l. e.nd a model. r.t>ses 1s oonceptioo """ a proct1Clll code1 the !'rw!Evork or vb1ch 

was nu1ted to 1Jmled.1atc odo_ptton. F:lllnUy, i.nsee 1 e lAv !Jwl 1'Cligi ous eanct..ton to insure 

the obed.lence of it, Yet 01' couroe Jooo).iiuo 11&c elthllT l:llllvare or unmi.Dd.":Ul or the nany 

occe.oions 1n .J!!\l"lllb !Uotory vbeo the JCllS brol!:o tbell" ovn la111> . 

\lhu.t ls inrportant in this conolderation 1a the 'legnl. eJ:!Pbaoio of the diocuoo-J.on , 

t he concerecd nttcaipt to strcso tbe ,lcvish prof1,u1ency l.n tlw.t nreo. 1n vbioh the Ureek& 

lllld tho ROlllUU< !llOat lll'j,dt'<l theJ!uwlvcs . 

l::Dpecta..Uy illtereot~ is Joee).iluo ' u effort to ohow how other nat1.ono vl1icb 

rollowc<l e.rter Israel. haw ln effect nctua.Uy borroved Jevish wa.yi; a.nd i'.ollowed Jevish 

legal precedent . 'lhiu is tlotcvortby !n that in Jooe~1a effort to nhov 111ndla:r1ty vith 

hlo preocnt cu1ture, ht? goos beyond eiJaile.rity e.nd clAl..rlls both priority end l oo.dcrohJp: 

"~breover, JllUJ.tit\lde" ho.ve lllld n great inc11llAt.1on now i"or a long time to t"olJ.Olo' 

our reJ.181oua oboc1"VDnceo; n.:ir .I.ti there niiy city of the Grcolal, nor !ll\Y be.rveriAn city, 

nor any natJ.on, Where our cuutom 01' reetill8 on th,e seventh il8¥ bo.s not reached, and by 

11hom our fn&tG, nnd bUrnin8 or lAmpa, and m;y of our pr<lbib1tioiw "" to food, are ,oot 

Qbt>Crved . nz.2 . 

A.l.tho-"Gh mcllZrn ccholJuos do aasign Jevish ini"luence to lava end customa of the 

in nan;y or tbcso respccto . str1ot1Y speak!Dg, tlle:rerore, ono mig)lt Just ,.. easily assert 

tll.llt the Jew" theJnSelves 1<erc imi.t:.e.tor, copie?"e, o.nd borra.tcrs, and that the Oraeco- Rcnln 

,.orld ovoa l!IQ......, ot· a debt U. t.hoae who cwne before the Jevo . 
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'Iha abov<t atatelllllnt• IU"O not nn attempt to dcmy tne 1Jltegr1ty or a1ncer1ty 

ot' Jonei;b11• ' • atatemnta. 'Ihe1r zoot, e..nd definitivene•s, ha\leve:r, can rery lllr&"ly 

be attl'lbuted to vbalt he w o a~t.,111Ptl.i\g to prove, anol the ....U vith vb1clJ b.e undertook 

tbe t.aok. Par 1t vae ncceuea.r1 to :prove vbat ho proved 1n order to iJ:lprove the 

pollticAJ. oituat1CID 1n vbicb he va11 placed. 

Joaeji>WJ VH mot J.nciDive and brill.1Ant lA 1nterpretin6 the genius of Jll&>iH 

t'ar bia vodd. Far tnataace .Lo the l'rei'l>ce to tb.e Alltic;uitles, be oi-ko vitb cU.stU.ctiCID 

Oil the geQJ.ua or Jev1nb 8Ut'VlV!ll.: "llolt vheo lobaeo vall desiroua to cencb thio lCGOCID to h18 

COlllltr:ylnen, be dJA OOt beg.lo th!t eotabli.sbllent or bib l.llVG Bl'ter the tame IWlllCr tba~ 

other legialatore dl.d - l lllOOtl upon cootracta om other r:IO>ta betv""n ooe ~ w>4 

11.A)otbor, but b)' raiu1Jlg thn1r ldtld• upwo.rd to r",,.rd God, w1d bis c:rel>t1on of the world, 

o.nd b)' pW'WBdlng tbU that vn am IU'e the IODSt exoellant ot tbe creature• or God upan 

earth. !bt vhen ouce be bad brousl>t them t o subllit to rell.f.J,OD, he "'1011)' pera.wdoa tbco 

to s ublll1t in 1111. otbur thl.llel>: ror 110 to other les,l-olator•, tboy roll.awed i'uble•, llJld by 

1'he1r d!Jlcourues tl:'Wlotarred the aoat reproacb.1\11 or bUllnll v.1ccs unto t::>.e god11, 1>nll "" 

11rforded V1.c1<od. ltllln th,e mDRt l>lu.uolble tlXC'1De~ fOJ::' theu· crJ.mes . o:?3 . 

llllch J.ngeniOllo IU'guJlll!nts vere 11.kl!'ly to be purOUAGlve indeed , because ot their 

tel.l.cctual. Jooepbuu repprdo 11oao• no tbe dire cting rorce of tbe gi~ or the l.&v, 

ratlleT tlwn Gnol hia:vllJ', And be Cr'Oelltll P<bse9 Vltb the gt!DlUB of fOCU.OJ..ae the peopclo 1o 

nttent Lon ou 004 l'r»: tile v.a"J>OUO or teacbiJlg " !Huson to ~ countr)'men. 'l\iuo, to 

JooeP,un, tho entire oocw-rene" at SI.oat vas vtael,y planned l1 a most vice llwaw 

retlecto, qult.e \lllCOIUICl!oual,y, lta enviJ'Owoen~ . Buch 8JI J..oterpreiation vao l.ndeecl 

neccrdo&n' it lt vere to baw o.oy u.iti.te tnrluence on .it• environment. 

n... l'M:t that Jow!lhu• chOGC to devote so -..cli pn'1se and attention ~o l!o<:A>o 

connot be deemad a.o a"o1ilent. Although be i a •urel.Y the central. ~ 1.n the J"'1111b 

1• 4e"""'4 or Mi1 UQ>ortanee. 

llben describi.Da M:>aeo, Joeefhua i o prooe to opeak at lobsea vitb 8 rtev tovardo 

bie readerahip , 'lhua he 1peak11 or auegQl')' am J;hlliaofh1Clll probl eu . •r exhort 

theretare, l\Y readers to oJCBaine this vhol e undartak.l.og .Lo that rtev , tor tbereb)' it vUl. 

appoa.r to tbea that t.bere 18 not.hing therein diaagreeable either to the mJest)' or C04, 

er to bio lo11e ot ank1Jid; tor all thi.Dao hero correapood vith the nature or the universe; 

vhile our l egislator •peaka aOlllll thingo via"ly ~ eotpt10411,y, ana otherll under 8 decetrt 

allegaey • but. still explains •ucll tb1Jlga ao .-.qu1re4 a cUrect expJ.icatlou plA1nl,y &%14 e>t

prealll,y . l!owever, those that r.ave 11 mind to know tbe rea.iouo or everythlllg ~ tt.lld be:re 

"Vf!!rY curtous {irl.losopbiCGl theo:y, vbicb I nOll 1.n4ced Qhall vniw tile expUcatJ.oc or. "211 . 

'lbe vorld about biJ:, the very nnture ot tba J>Opu,lat1on to vboa J°""phua • 0 vritlngs 

are aW!reast'd N!qu.ired a moro eofh\ot1cated appro11cb to tile cba:e.cter and aanner or tbe ...,, 

lbffu • He lo cbanc:ter1zc4 Ila 11 m.n vbo laJev tbe dilvtco1 li.lld lll't1!1cee or I!™ to innuence 

tl>e people tor good , He VBD QOt a a1.mple mn; no vna 11 doc,> ain . He va11 not a Mive mo; 

110 vao sbrelld mn. '!be f!Lct too, t bllt ho wo vloe Bild tnl.olllGOnt vna IUI l.mportant qlll\ltty 

for J o.sepbus to stresn. M.\cll leoa streoa lo p:Wo"'1 on roUgloua piety tor tea own eake. 

The piety t hat Josepb110 etl:'esoed is tile piety that hao an ulterior purpose . J.>uepbun ' o 

ean.:eption ot rel1&1on wo an etbicol centered and b111bl.Y erftco.aious on., , 'Ille J'fdah 

religion wa outatamJng, beClluoe it utUbed a rel11',1oua base aa ,. toundaHon to antntaJ.n 

lln4 up.old ethical action •• 'Ibis conception of Joaepbua ta ~ re011,.,,ld troa a Cod-centered 

conceJJtlon . Yet it bad botb relatlnn W!d pereUl18ivenoon .Lo tit• vorld to vhich it w.s 

C1Ql00c.J . 

'Ibe e=utiaata of" vril.er 1a not ~· dioconiable at t1rnt glADce . !kaltl.llee it 

I.a CllrC1'Ully coocea1ed through sllbtlet)' . 'lhr Unau&I'." that Jooefhu.e uses to deacribe tile 

a.ct ivltiea ot M:Y..e&, and the otreos and eJ:iji>a111e place<I on th~ le6'll elemnta of J\lda.lsla 

~ JOMj:bUB oust>t 11<\t to be re£'11'!od 118 llCCtdelltal. 

!1. Against ~ Jooe.Pbua atn!nseo anc>thOl' ~ tor a very icportant .i;iurpo5e. 

A conel.del"'-l>le WIOWlt or mtorial 1e preaelltecl to prove the acCllNC)' or Jev1'111 biator1.aoe . 

He cites evidences troo> early ant1qu.1t)' to prove ti!<! reUo.llUity or Jeviah biator1ails ac 

cOlllpo.red to Greek bistarta.os . 

It is obviouo tram tho •tfirt at the treu.tioe that Jooephua in vritlJlg the treatise 
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in reoutta:l to " Ore.,k paeudo-hiotortan 11hou &llel!Jlt.ionu ubout JUdnia111 vere deelllll(\ 

by Josepws 110 being el.Anderoun nnd unrafr, It 1a to meet tbene speciflc,thre6ten1.n6 

chnrgeo, that JoS(!pbus rocusea upoo . JooeIXiue wa bringtna evidence to ""'et thio threat, 

uud it wus because or t he threat that OUcb !lll eDl!bnsts W S n"cesaary • 

Josephus present& a length)' e.rgwoont vbich proved that neltber the dl.apooitt.on 

of tba Creek people, nor tbe 1.nsto.bU1ty or their governments, allowed for tbe \/ritillg 

01• reputnble histories . He concluded this e.r~•mt by S11¥J.Jlg : ''lie llWlt jj'Jdecd yield to 

th.e Oreelt WTitcrs as to l.llllgUllge •u-.:1. style oi' cocnpos1tion, bl.lt not an regii.rd<> the truth 

o.f ancient bistory, and leant of o.ll as to tbe ootionAl cu&tomn or var1:>us countries." 

'!he Greeks, oo t u e.s history vritillg we concerned, vere not rella.b:le. 

About the Je-41..L h.1,starians, bwever, Jose)lltua ho.a nothing but relentleo& praj.oe . 

Wt! note ''For our faref8.tltt:TG llQt onl,y appoill~ !'o;- tllat purpose rr.,. the bctt;~ the 

beot or a11>n, ru\d those that attended. upon tbc dtvlne vorsh1p, but also llBde provJ.oioo 

tbllt tllc otoc.Jt of prl.eato sbo1lld continue Wllllixed and pure . " s..ruer Joucpbun bwl rode 

tbis b<ilil atate.,.,nt: "- tbo.t these records buve bet!:n <r.ritten all alone davn to our <Ml 

t:l.mes llitb tbe utn10•t aocuracy, and thb.t 1 .U 1 t bo not 1lD<' bold to sa;y so 1 oar htotory 

wW. be so vr1tten hereafter. •26• 

It wo except1oool.ly bolA o>! b.!Jn to l~w ollid so, ae the crtudy or btstorioe;ro..li•Y 

bas proven. 

1'be aJ.ncus•ion 1.n "Ajp!.1:nst >.pion" of Greek h1ntori.O.ll.6 and J""1eh bintorianD VSB 

e prelude to u more personal battle . 'lbc conclus ion that Jo<)(!Jll\Uo ~11s ol' ti•~ m;pe\'1ol'lty 

of Jevisb hlstor.!R.nS lendo support. to bis tbeG'.lO that be, J osephUO WO ll DU[lt!r.l.or 

hlstor:IAn, l.Uld Apion, the <rree~, wa not . 

It 1" not curpr l s l.11g the:roi'or<> thut the porticlll.ll:r begins to emerge l'rom tl1e 

ganerul' 'AB tor JlliY8UU' (Joscphua), I b(lve oompoc.e<l a trUe hiin;ory ol' t1.1c vhol.ft "8:1', 

u.nd of aU UJe perticUlArs that occured tb<:rel.Jl. ,,27 • !AW lie d1spooeG Of 11.is oppone.11ts 

!Ji tJ:w roUOll'inl! manner: "II°" i.mpudent, tllelt obou.14 tbooe be eotceoed vho undertake t o 

contradict 111!11 1>0 to tbe truth or tbo•e atfair• ! fa:' alt<boUgl) they eny they ba"" perused 

the atUitary noteo ru: botb Veop<l•ian Qlld. Tl.tu£, they could not be acqusi.ntcd witb. tile 

•,,.em•.28• • tate of things "1.th "" Jevs >Ibo t'ougl\t aga:lnat "" 
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JooeJ:buo baa been concerned nth Vbat WllOWlted to " <re:ey real. problem to h1Ja; 

Mo own reputation as an historiwl, ll.lld the reput.a~n of the Jev• . IU.ator1i:nl criticiom does 

not credit Josepius vith the •art or objer.t1.vtty vblch he claiJls to poasoao. rt ws 1;0 ""'"t 
this external threat to bto reput.at1.o11 that prompted these writi.Dga. Whether a cct.11'6te 

or ·tnaccnirtLte, the ides.a tllnt emerged about Judai811 were publiDhcd or\ly to meet tbo needs 

or a }lO.rticUJAr ener~ pr'obl em. 

A f11lo..l example froou thiD areo. o1' Jocepbuo ' • vr1t1Dg sbOl(O a ol..WilAr relat1onsh.i;. 

He underscorea JCllish loyal ty to their lave a:' '· rell.~ : 

"NOit as for ourselves, 1 venture to oay, tb.e.t no- one. can tell or so llWlYi nAy or 

lllCQ'O than one or two tbat bo.ve abond.oned our :lava, or l'elll'ed death, t do not mean that 

easi.cat or deaths \lbJ.ch bappcllG in bclttl.eo, but that vll11:h conco vith bodily tortures, e.ud 

••- to be tbc !Jardest death of !IU. Ind.cod I tll1nlt tllo.oe tl!Bt bllve oonqured u.o have put 

uo to auc.b deaths, not l'l·oou tlle1r hatl'Ud t o u• vban t.bey bc:.il got uo tn tbelr puwer, but 

111thnr 1'roru t.he1r desire to """ a 11ondert'u.1. sight, ,,,.,,,,.cy, t.bllt there arc l>l!n in the world, 

vl10 believe the only "vu is beL"lg ''"llU'l'l.l.cd to do or Jpealt e.eythtna contmry to their 

1awo! ti29. 

Althausn tb1• at.atenient ia Z'041!lllt1cized, it is ooverthe1'!sn eloquent . It 10 o. 

otot•'1nent wh1ab 6erves to .l.ncrcaee Jewfoh prestige 111 to.rms 11hich would be imjlres•1ve to 

the readers . l'miS<l\IOX'tby vao tbe qµaUty of cOllr6ge and bravery to the Rolll>.ns, ·.mo bad 

deep respect for those undnuntcd by clll!ltb. &a.l.aewort.by, too, vss the Virt~ ol' :loyalty 

to eotabllohed. lav. Rooon law wo tbo bulwrJ< or the t:mpire, IUld one or its greatest. 

OOW'CCO o1' pride . 

Josc.{Dus emj:ho.aiaeo ll1llly 11111re tb.1ngs in hi• el'l'ort to counter the exterml political 

~lity o l' Ctnti- oomit1sm, arid tn un el'fort to re- Worce bis ovn reputntion as an lrlatorillll. 

~il.ny o.t" the proofs tliat be br:l.ngc are botb ingenious and valid . A rev unfortunately fU"e. 

invu.Ud, though 1.ngenious, and 1nt.r1eately devised. 

\lorthy Of mention 1n Joae;aus ' a view of a relig1cus society 1n wtddl Cod, ra.ther tbwJ 

u humn beJJ14: "ould ·oe King. In tbe tbeC>Cl'e.tie Gtate \lhicb Josepbuo envtsased vae u religio\lD 

l'oU01111i!1.P, °" a perfect coimmmity ot mm, 
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'lb1c coocopilon 11ce111.11 idoo.listk wld U1Norkabl e . Qie ~ qlllllU'iCAt.l..oll, 

bCM!V!!r, mde it vorll:Able Wld p:rncttcaJ.. It """ deemed pooe1ble ti)' JoaetihW> tho.t tbil 

tlleocr'1t1c otatc coulil llXiot even U' a polit1cul. ruler Uke caesar ruled the Jeva . AD 

long a.o the rel.1~1ouo lDvll a.nd the oolidAr!ty 01· tbe rellgiouS comunil;y""" noL 1nter

t'o.red vitb, J.t WO poaa1bll! tb.a.t the Jeva Coul4 be tovcrned by 0 rorail!P polltiCAl ruler, 

'lbb coov1ctioo tlldt pollt1ca ond religJ.oo could reside in ae}iW'lltc vorld• t:llOt 

4o not touch wa never 11ccepted by all ttc Jcvn • Chr J.stians wrc able to adopt lt 1n """">' 

jblooe of their rellg.Lcuo hiotary . it.it1tucleo or Jeva broke vitll Jooopbua on thia plU'"ticu

lAr pointl tbAt they a!Pt ohov cldn:ronce to Cne<;ar; acccpt a Ramn ~.., 1n tbcir 'n>JQlle, 

reUgl.ouo WJd. {l011tic6l problem ha.o oo~ ceeoed to be n problem tod.ny in the tvent1etll 

cen~: polltlcal ac1ent1~tc QButlon re1J.«i.On1.ot• of tile danger or the invaoton or 

religion .Into 11 qu1tc ooJcctivo pollticl>l &Pbere ; pr1c-at& nc4 mors.l.IJlts ansert th"ll' rlgbt 

to pcrn\lllde govvr111110nt. to run thou· ntl'D..ire .1J1 acacn'dru1cc vith 11 J1N•cribc1d cct or 

re1J6iouo Pl'inc1pl.eo . 'llH> buttlo gooa 011 • To Joacpbuu, tho tvo reolawJ could be "°"U>letuly 

cc;nrato, and, id®Uy 11011.lAl not be forced to \ntc!'ere. " .lth one o.s1o~hcr • 

IL lo d.rlnaorouo to cpoaullltr \IPf'll wh11L gave rtao to Joucpbuo ' • opec.lJll Jcvinh vtc11 -

point oo tb1n oubjcct . It acema ll)(cly llovcwr, t;.nt the knovl.edge or hio polltiolll vorl4, 

a.n4 IL1D O\IIl oxpcricncco 1n lt ver<> J.nfluentlAl t'llctorG. 'Ille Jevs 1llld tailed tanom.Lniou1J1Y 1ll 

taict.r :t.utcst attcapt. 11t 110U'· &0verna>nt . '!he more politically .indep(.'flllcnt t.b~'Y bec&lilC, 

tl1'> less p.Loua, o.sxl t.bo leGu acrupulol.. they act~ . Fare11!Jl dootltlat Lon d.1.4 not 11oc11 to 

vcnlron tbet.r rellgiouo tJ.oa. 'l!lelr common p~t and pr'e<l.tCf>llEllt kept tLma "°'gm- to nl1n· 

tail>. tmt :roUg1oua tnd1v1duallt:y vh1cll !olOpt; them pocu.Uar].y JevU:l1 . 

It , ,.8 W>d.Oret&nc!Ablc too, that Jocepbus vos llab1" t.o 1md11C bcl tol' :In the 

perpotuit;y ot nc-. L1vil'le 1n the 111.dJt or all tile ev1Ale.llce or Ram.n lnvl.JicibUJ.ty, it 

vould havv boea bu."4 to £ll'OVC ot.l\CrVillC to aey vcU- ccllooled ob""'1"Wt" of Jocepbun ' • do.)' • 

'Ille relJ.gtouo ranutt.ct.n or t.be Java coul4 acarcel;y ~te ror the d.Ct1Al.t1vo mrtl.Al 

sk1ll, and tl>u penetrating pol.J.ttcal acuteness or Ull! Roaeru> . Joi:cpbuc 1 s contentiotl vaa 

thllt tJio J"Viab religion vu oupc-rtar, not tl>e Jevisb state. Joaepiuo \tOU.L4 not have 

applied the GO.Giil a4Jectl.ve to the military or polJ.ti ca.l potentiAlltte• or tho JeviDll 
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peoplP, coM1der 1ns bis pi.st and present knovledge . 

'l\1erefore, Josephus, in n vny coc.trud..lcto bl.II.Belt. ll'or &ltb°"81' be applies 

the tera ~ialator to M>ees, 11114 boa.to o/ t.bll 4cvot1on and loyalty ol tile' Jeva to 

lcSIU rona, the lcl!lll form or the Jevc vo.a reolly not at nll &kJ.n to tbe lc!Pll rarw 

Vhlcb Orae<:o-Rooan vorld had .,.,.., eo &dm1re . lt>cea vaa both a nl..lg.loua and poll Ucai 

lcllder or a people . Jose,1¥11.1.11 -· grcot pairu> t.c pro...i that lob9"8 W>1to4 the lav Vblch 

ho gave to the pcopl" v itb tile sa.nct1ty or n 1.!ltoo 'Ill<' l'COPle vcrl' duposed to obey 

)ln:CUely be::a\lllC rel.1g1on and polltlc11 I/ere 1.nt.11rt'"eo4 in tbe 4aya er f>bcen; thO"/ Wre 

ano "nd. the - tbl.ng in ltl6"c ' e t.iim. 

When Jos<epbU£ recOllllll:llds Wl4 envl.81lgca a t.tu:ocro.Uc a~at.e, lie CCUlnOl renJ.l,y be 

lX•lnL!.n/! to ueytbJ..o;; that. ex1Jlte4 1n I.be p>ct, nor lo 411ythlng .IJl t.be ~nl .. ~uch. !bnes 

bl'Ol4l)1l tbc J;IC'Ople out of band.llae, and banded lJ•<>• t.o ,lO«lhllll to brintl thom 1.nto n !And of 

th"ll' ovn to Ml.le tfiemselveu . 

Jooephuo certa.l.DJ.y nppet.r& 1.0 tl<l correct l.n a Haeretng t.b11l tll,. Jl\'VUh rollgion 

blAo 1101. uvcr gained 1n pi et,y or obaer V!lllcO by ~lie crt'1bl1ob.ment of' Jevtah l.ndepelldenoo. 

The ool utioo vhlcb he of i'cl'cd w o not uboor bc!d. 'ltio Jcvu oont.1nuod to ellng to 

" h<>pa or 11 Jwtab pollt1cnl-rclig1ou.o atato. n 1" un/icrot.aodilble why the polltlcl<l 

reallttcs or the vorld o.t Josepl1ua prompt.00 W11> lllnlo1·Jan to conclucl.<: 1u be d.1il . I t """ 

~ CW!mlrl:e this GC>Ctlon, it vaa noted rt.rst tba~ the pollt1osl au ... uon vbicb 

fonrted U;e b4ckdrop or J0&epbu,.•a vr1tl.J\a cliune;..'tl conaldernbly. 'l1ie Jt-ve vcre <1ereato4 . 

Rome hwl eh1u.., .... '<l it" cha.racn.er !'or t.b" vor10 . Anti~aitl.aa wa an 1.tq)en4J.ns dwlaer· 

lJl llddlt!on, JO<!CJbuc's ovn rcp.itaHoo •• nn historian vae chall.,nee4. '!he Al.l.1tary con-

qucroro vho ha4 bcocn patrons of Jocepbu11 vcrc no longer the oceno, ard thC!ir QUCceoeora 

" "'"' 00(, a.a friendly to JoccJitun . Josepbua n<.'<!<!ecl to ~t th" oocecetUoa 1tl hl.s vr1tl.ngn 

or aoul.JaUatl.oa, and or sclf'- reopect . Ilia vritl.Jltle IU'C e loquent, "1th°"811 not vbolly 

thooe clcwin~o ol' Judal6"l Vb.ch vauld be 1a>sl HJ.tel)' to .t.uireos the world which be 

liAllreaoM; tha lesal, J.h! llsopblcal, courageouo cleRnt• or the tilt th. He aoe<n"ta the 



., 

.-

,..,li.abll.lty or J""1sb h1star1.ana down tbroueb Ulo llgf!G In ccou11.11t to Creek hiator1.ana, 

and iJlc.loo.o bilascU 1J1 th1o l'Clll<lble. Jevish oll4in. Ke env1oiona a tbeoora l:1c atato 

ac t~ beet wy o.r prenurv.lng the l'elii;Loc1 he lovua . 

Ho gropes and h<l lll*l"chca for anovero LO UH! prolllcu ot l'Oiigion V111ch trouble 

hlm. Anll be looks Lo W. vorl.d, &o1 bb 0\111 vor14l,y ex))C:J'ience to heJ.p hlaoe.11' to fJ..od 

Ch IV 

Conrront1Jl6 our vorld, tvo great poUt\cal ac1enl111tc or th" tventletb,env1"4ged 

c<mtrary aolu~ions : 

'lho poa1tion ol' Mr, !Inna M>rp11thau I• an l'allava: '!lie hlatory of the af!fll.ro 

or llllt1ane indicate that U1~ cond.uct of int.,rnntionnl r4'lAUon& l o best undcrtalwn 

resporus1ble ror the seeurtty or o. l)Brtlcular country , <ud lie i:ol'cty v1o-a- v1o tl:c ol.bcr 

countrieo or th<! vorld llUUt N4' only on the canclJlcretLon or a<!lt-lnterest. 

Mr . IHlUnm Fox, on the other hun~ tnkon u poo1t1011 •1ultu PIOd1J'1.C:d fl"om th lc 

e.xt1·eme al.an<!. Mr . }"oX, un ellllncnt polHlcul tc1ontlot In hlc """right, omintanc that 

tll')J"C shoult.l be •a r<>COOCU1.ution of IJ1c deo!JUblt• l1Jl4 l.ht! JIOaclb.tc" 111 lnternat.1.oMl 

ai·n.trc . ltlnLl.l.ty nnd ttlJ.el<>J wlues haW' tlici.r plAc:e ln dot.crt11lnln£ tile policy 

declslont1 or !!11.tlono. AlthO\ljl)l ut. t!M>o It. In ponolbl• to r.on:ld<!r coll'- .lnterenl tactoro 

only , there v.1·c ti.mes when u 1111l lon huG " chol cc or wo uotlonn, bot11 or 11hl.ch nctione 

aoral, OI" religt<>.is cou.roc. Ho quo:>tton la or O"""ter rrlevnt1co to the ~ti:dcnto ot 

re.ll61on and government .Uike thwl tlll.' qut:ot1on of re~OUG JIU"UCipltltin 1Jl dat"T!lllr•.ng 

government pollcy. Al'C t.bc o[.tl.,reo exclua1vc, or do they J.ntanolntcY 

'!)lo vorld of Jooeph1111 wo raced vlth u p:trplcx1Jle dllcmu. 'lli<' J<!Vioh poopl.c 

1l1 th<: l!ll1n decl.rcd " Jcv1oh et.ut.c ..tiich vaWI bto a rc11.ecU«i 01 thu lllOl"!ll, cthledl lll\d 

spe1.t\1Bl vorld vb!cc they hall c.- to believe in. It hao al>tayc bc<!n a JEVioll U.... tl>Zit 

the reUgiouo And Jl()litlcnl olo10Cnto could be l\ln<>d 1Jlto a n11t lo11 or ().yno.tuic ethioc vhtcll 

vOtU.d l>e u Ught to the warl.d. 
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tt doea seea tllat JoacJhua waa o.atut.e en~ to nee tho dileama vbich raced 

~e Jeva Of bia time . '!be l'OCCllt Pl'Bt bo.d ab0\111 that an l.ndopcndont Jeviab <nate WO 

destln<od to rau 1n ito role or t\lsing politico And rcll&ioo 1n a.o exel!llllarY wy. Rather 

the oppoeit<t oocured. '!he baJloot or carru,pt.lon, the YU.est ot tntrJ.gue, the llOfZt vul"1r 

ot obberaUOIUI resulted 1.natoad tn:a this ..,..ger. 

tho wql(!J'1ence or tho JCNiab stato at tho ',1.mr? or Dovld and &>lomn al.no ol'l'Crcd 

no conv!ncing nvtdenll'! that tho cloptb !llld r-IJ)t. ot tl;e ,lew-J.sh religion tnr'.lllnccd the coc

duct or t:h~ at&te for the bottc:r. David &nd Soloman 1 s explolta ILOli experieneeo vere not. 

excepU~ ploua, but the conduct of ""Pl atl'lll.Jos aJ'ter the death or Sol._., corrobn

rot.cs Ul4l tllO lDOGt piouc religion vithtn n stat<- l• no GBfeguAl'd aei>lnat the int"rno.l 

de~ ru1d c01·rupl1on ot' tho pol1tionl eleinent of the atv.te . 

Jowpl1us1 lt la cc:rtoJJ1 ws nwaro or ihla ~-c to the t\o.l.L lte reflected on 

L'le vOl"ld llbout his, ond he rand into ~be history or tl,e !J!lSt. '!be noLlon or tile ncce1U1Uy 

or a D11t Ion rollovine !to aeU-lJ.t<!tt:st b di!tlc\IJ.t tu l'eeoncll" vi th the idell.J. prcccpto 

or " :rcl1111on . And perhapo ~ounJbuo, ill his """ 1111."lll., w~ conv1.ncod of' these c0t1cepta, 

and t heir .l.JlipUcntion for tl1e Jllv11lh future. 

llhl"n Josephus Vieved tile .intc:r:IBJ. diuonoiou llDd <'OllMlptlon vb1ch 1nvolw:mnt 

ln pollllcn hlld cuused ll*¥lg tilt> ""6.lots, Joecphwi cooaented cr11'1call,y nbout. the low ,and 

prot't>oo lo~l Lo vblch lhe Jwioh J)('ople llllnk. 'lbc!r vUU.igne81l to protanc tb .. 'n:ll\Jlle, 

their open Violrltlon ot God ' n lAvo 111 th!!l.Jo vUd IUlll d.iounlt:.ed ileronoo of tbe <'ity dlcguoted 

J oocplmn. 

JoaephllJI' 8 C<lUCOpt. of ~1g1on W1lG t.bo.t r<:Ugion baa nothl.ng to do vi.th tJ10.eo 

po.lltlc:al mtte.re. As aoon aa lt tOllc:ll<!o wru ar.l polttlcnl contUcta, Lt prol'llnca 1taelf. 

,Jo:e;iius In GllJ1y wys voulcL agnoc vtt.h Mt- . l«>reentlwu of the 20th cuntury that rel~loo 

11<1• nothlJie to do with t.he uft\L1ra of Mllllllne a Onutltl")' . Jo•e!iiuo alAJ.med that JudA1Clll 

could ""tot ovon Wld"r roN1t!Jl dOll1Mttan, nnd that rarct.!;n daminllUco vOllld not doDtroy 

Jlldl>lsa, aa lOJl& as tll<! :l'el~lOJo lives of the piro)lle vere l<!l't n-e.. to ~velop 1.nto rich 

OJld Iaoting piety, 

Of 00U1·ov there o.rc 41\portnnt 11Jrl1t'1tlono to th<> viCN or Josox-b~u>. P1rstly 

tiler<: in the l'o(>tor ot' tl..lllo, I.n tho context 1n 11h1ch J'o<1eii\ua lived, 11 rorei!!D countl")' 
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\fO\Ud J.t"1vt' th" internal civil tlrt'alr11 ol' the caputn.'<l natlon to be e.dm1illstered by 

lewlors or the captured ~oplc. OnJ.y trl':mt<> \Ind ui.xeo would b<' exacted. 'lbe great 

s pnu of distance which ue;nrut"<l cO\Ultrlco allOlled t•or grcattu· freedom even !'or the 

COWl!.ry tllLlt WO captured. 

Todo.;y 1e l JI no longer possible ror t110 polltlcal and rel1giouo ai'r11lr of 11 

nlltion to e crf('ctlveJ.y o"paratcd, 1111d conflict• an; Jont.Lnuall;y croppl.ng up. \lhen 

Ruscla <?Qnque1·s a nuUon , sh~ l'l'Cquentl;y udoplo o. <Lellberato plllJI to thwart 1·ellgion, 

becau~c tt conl'UoLs wlth her dol!)ln. Secondly the vorld l1a~ b.,come uo snnll thnt o. 

larger pr·oporLion or tilt• cltl•~nry or e very country have becoolf' directly 1nvolv•'<l in 

tbe a1'1'!11ra or thoJ.r country , 11nd cu.nnoL divorc<' Itself !'rem u1e 1.1enero.l otreo.m of 

r<rnponoibillty nod duclslon iwklng- thus the d"0tocro.tlwtion of Lhe world rraken the 

eoucern 01' t uc not.ions the conc~J·u ot·· ovcry oue or lt.a ttit.~n§. 

'Die thcocnHlc st.ate thnt Jose,Pbus conceived 1G Gtlll an ldeal which hl>u 

n~ver been nucccacL\1.1.ly reuli1.Cd. FN would doubt the <knlrubUlty or IL" rcalJmtion, 

IJ11L one 1111ght tegitimllt.,ly vo11dcr hw it CO\ud J'tt. .lJ\to tt.~ sch~""' or modern \fOrhl 

plltcl'nu. roe l1l1 oo.ttons arc emb:-oUed in con!'J.tcto Ln whl1:h Lh1>1r theolog teo 11re 

lntee::11l j.ID.r t<> . Co011!Ullia·t, <'th1cal Lde11lo n1·e very much !\!>-'ri. of C0111!1!lll1nt. IJOllt.kal 

act.ivltles . J1111co-Chri•tl.nn ... Lhlcul J.droto h11ve o. strona rc.llltton LO wt"1t J>UJ•ports 

to be \/eotcrn World t'oo•elgn JlOllc;y. Behind lhc <Yt.htcal 11ro110\111cel!Cntn , the dirty butlneos 

of politics conUnucn . A, Lheologlcal state wou.1d storv<.: onl;· uo fl pawn tn Lile lnt<:rnntlonnl 

arena. In loday's 1nterne.t.10M1 arenn, hO'.mvas· . .,.,.:n """"~ ll,l·c •ubJeet to Ato:nlc dAneers, 

J)(·eplte the abovt' poltUcal a:na.cyi;LG, Jo«<>pbus '< vSNG were.• an '>xccptionally 

l01'icfll. l.nter}trcl:atiOll OJ' tllC! problemn of his t iJne, n "86 probably hl& dee ire to rlild 

<In IJ1terpretat Lou which '•ould oolve the problems or his \ U.C•o Lhnt kd him lo IJ1Clllde 

the elaboro.~o descrlpU0t1 er the Ssounen in the rAldst of hin desc1'ip•1on of tbc Juvlnl1 

War. 'll\e Eoot!nea 11cre ll JeviJlb suet which \/ere the c.loseut Lhtng tn exis~<:neu to the 

pi-oJt!cted tlleocratl.c atatc wlllch JoOt!Jlhus errvli:aged. That he would preccnt n.1ch 11 

lcngUi;y deocl'iptlon or the Esocnee, vHbouL giving correapon<lingly O!q1utl •;nee Lo thu 

~--• could "" vA,~ w .. u •·• !cntlve or hrn cnonnouo Lnc.,rect in this l'!ltu•iseo• ruld ....... ucuco ~ ~ , "'"':21;'-

pure'l:J religious, .Jlll.Oifiatic col1llllltlity. I t is "1th admira tion ror them tlulT, Josephus 

s peaks the tollwing llOrds dos<!ribtng ti~ Eoueneo: "and indeed our war with th" ROl!llno 

gave abwldantevideoce wllat great oouJ.o tii<>y hlUI 1.n their ~r1Ale, wherein, although tlwy 

w"'"' tortured and cllatorted, burnt and tom to pieces, a nd went through all kinds or 

!Mtruments oJ' tormr-nt, that they m1ght be forced eitber to b.lllsplteme their legialu.to.', 

or to eat " hat wan torbid.den tllem, yet could they not ba mde to do an;y of tbem, no nor 

once lo fl.Atter the Lr tormentors, or to shed \ teat. •·30• 

If Josephus vne looking for n model to au!!6C?•t the outl.1no or his .lllter vievn, 

Lhe existent rcnlit)I of' the Esncnes mlgllt havt' provided tbe otimuluc !or bis l11ter ideas 

and theory of -the ideal religious !Ito. te. 

It ls not<Nortl\y thnl Ln the War, Joaephuo oekes sco.nt .-.,nUon or the lbllrl~a 

o.nd the Saduceec, and tbat be uct\11.\ll;y nnkes 11 d1Bfl\l'll!ling t"<:nnrk about the &duceen. He 

1111keo no dlsparue:i.na l'f!llllrkc 11bout tho E~aenes, 1101• ooout the Ruirlseeu, vl10111 he lutcr 

Joined. 

'Ille l'Uct tMt the balu.nce of pow"r wnn on the •Ille of the Roo111no in ~he Romn-

J<'>-toh war wao thc determining !'llctor vh!ch led to Jouephus' • view]l01nt. He !'clt tlllll 

the Jewish religion could ntill maintain ltsell' unde r rorclen dOllllnAt !on. 

Yet in his early wrltl11g• or cilc Jcw1uh Wo.r. there ls abundant evidence ol' 

ROl!Jln o.ttempto to klke uvey some Jeviuh re11s1ous fru"<l.om. l t. seemn tho.t Joseplltw undAr 

eatlJ!llted the 1mpl1caeione of theoe J.ncl.dentG or lntoJ.eJ'Wlcc, and did. not see the 

clll'ecUon to "hlch t;llc;y ml.gilt lend whet\ Rome might enforce their will more tyruniculJ_v. 

HlG intet·pretatlon ~r these tnc:!.dents do not accm ve1-y realiotlc. In t;rath, the yol<e 

of oppreeulon ws 1t1eh1n11 l\MVUy ~pon tho Jovs, 1'01· t.he ROl!l\ns were 1J1Vadlng their 

•(ll1m-c of religion. 

In Jooophun ' s words: "Arter thlo PUAte .rala"'1 o.notb"r dJ.oturbunce, by expend

ing that wcrtld trell•ure, 1/blch is call<."'<! ~ 11pcn aqeduotll, whe~by be brought water 

fJ'OOI ~lw d!ctan"" or !'our hwidred l'urlongs. .\ t th1u tl11: irul.Htude liad tnd tgnAUon, o.r.d 

when PilAte wo d~ to J e1·u..,lcm, they cruna ubout. his lrlbuna.l, and mde a c).amcr at it. 

rlov when IL<> \Ills apprice.J uforebBml ol' thin disturbe.nce. he llliXed nlo own nold.iers 1n 

ll:eir ur"'°'u- w1Lh the multitude .. , llw tho Jewo 11cre oo badly be4ten tho.t rrony 01' them 
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pcrtahcd by t.lw otrl,peo tbey r ece ived, a r.d .any ot' them per lohed n u trodden to death 

by each other. ,.33' 

We lC<Lrll al._90 1'rM J ooephue that. C'aius Cs~Sllr "oent. let rontuo v i.th an o.t'll\Y 

to Jel"\i&alcm, to piacu h1JJ stutut!o 111 th<.: t«:.dlplo, end co1niranded him tha t in <llls<: t he 

J<'Wo >10Uld uot BdJlll.t th~m, he oliould olAy thooc thl>t oppooe<I 1~. nnd carry all the 

rest or the oa\.lon lnto captivity, 11 Although on tJ1ls: oc"'-noton i..he JL"W'S were• o-ue:e:et;s· 

l\tl 1n jlTeventl.ng th<> tmgeo from bolng .natal.led, the ".'elllPle we not lllwys left 

lnvlolatc . We r cud: "at lJlat """"' or the Jello being deatroyed and otlwrn dl u»0r""'1 

by t he terror they were Ln, th<' ooldlern L'ell upon the lre11ow-<;n of' God, vl~ich ,,.,,.., 

r:.OW deserted, and plundW-•"1 about fu\ll' hUndred tnlcntn , of \/lllCh CUJll 8ab1n\l~ gDL 

togeUier nil that vao not stolen by the ROllnns ... 3:?, 

It t o tr-~e that th~ JO\IS ren<>tcd wl.th V'lCol<mt 011poalt1Pn to any 0'1t1·ugo upon 

t heil' rcl!cioou onnctuurlc• . Yet pr lo!' to the War, the Ro.Ul!Jln sml thel.l· preo\ll'Utorr. 

.rode 11JJ.DY attempt• to v1oJALe th<> oocrod 11rt1cints. u.1K1 ""''(' only prevented !'rom doi ng 

so by united opJl0•1tlon. 

It was pcrlulpo nhorLole)1tcd o f' JosephuG to hnv•' loot 11~h l of an !nlportant. 

would dOlll.lnllte J ll<luu would lce.w the .s.-wluh J'<llH;lon 111.anc , 11' \,hat. l'orelgi1 JlOVC'I' """ 

gradually able to break dwn th~ t'orce ol' the l'Hlg l oU• unity either by co-ercion or 

pornuv.siun. Futlll'c gencrutlon• or Ji;,vo rou.'ld tl11J.L a 1IOl\-tr\VC1lV~'1UC11t ln pollUco.1 

aft'BlrG not e.t all pnwcnted the intn1slon or 1't'll~lo11s per ar-euLion t"rom the pol!tloo.l 

It is o.lso posn lbk tbllt Jooephue 1ulolnu-rprets and cxa~rot<>c the uccountc 

of bitter rr.ctional1nm o( th~ 2ClllOt& or the ROl!Vln-.fev1Jll1 \/Bl'. llulee<l tlw fil l.tern Vhlcl1 

e merged vns not wll.1ke the i:atteru >thlch vould be <!><p«e ted tl.J ca:ier!'O ln a poHtlcnl 

't"evcllut ion. 

In the first place th<U'~ \ltl.G tbe Conoervattve- p1•0Roman t'wltlon v i th vh lch 

Jost>phus Ill.lied nlnlllclf. 'nlia ws o. moniod c lasn of nobil1ty vbo hlld bene f11.<!d molly 

from the Romnuc ' O.nd vbOCI thO RQ(IY!.nQ hn.d banored. Second. tb .. rc "8• ll largo, w·oup of' 

wtoommitt<.d msscr. oJ' peo11lc, who had unriltcd loyalties , and vcrc ~alt!.ng to .,,., hQll 
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un1'1.xed loyalties, and were wntttng to ""'" llw the eventB wo\.Lld t urn. Among tbe 

l'lulattca, tht're wa a Gtrugglc between the more extreme and more moderutc n>cticna . 

Also, a n might be expected , there vere continuoue atruggleo for ~l' to see who would 

lead each ractton. 'lben 1t wa neceo6lll"y thai th4'l'C be a utruggle for power to cec 

wilich J'nction vould ,Pr<'dominlltc, for ee.ch t Pl.ction i1Ad a great deal at stake, and 1'cl t 

that tbe!.r op1n1on wo beat !'or the country. Once n t'nction did take the reigns and 

\ltl a th<l predomtnattng force , th""' were attempt• i;o overthrew the111 , for chey could not 

always bold. on Lo the power which t.hey had uttJil.n.,.;., It wac also necenoory ro.r the 

t'Uc tian in powcr t.o be c.ruel lllld. baTburlC in k<•epl.ng dwn th" other fnotione vhlch 

Vl'J'O eager to overthrow the pr.,vau~ parc:1 

'llie above dcacrtption l s lln nttcltt]lt. to describ" U:c ,,,.,cltO.nics of the noMTAl. 

rcvolutlonary o!t\llltlon. All of' theao t'ncLorc urc dCcocrll>tld ln Joscphus ' c account. But 

Joue.111Jus daeo not ree;ar<1 theoe tiilogs O.o nol'rul, nor nccept t hca1 na th~ if•~'l1table 

e v llu or the deve101i111Mt OJ' " revoluHo?l. Rather he polnta to rJ1e ract1onallsm a s tm

plous and shameful: 

"!lllving dl.apooed of Ananuo 1ud Jcnua, t h r 2.e&.lotu crnd t he Idwmcnn hordes f ell 

upon and butchered the people , as t ltougl1 they had been u herd oJ' wtcleun e.ntmE..lc , 

Orcil.nnrlly fol.k 'lo'Crc slll:IJ1 on the npot where they vere csusht; but tht> young nobl eo 

they nrreetc:d and threw into prlcon J.n i rons, postponing thel.r execuLJ.on in t he hope 

thl1t go.,, would C0'11C over to t heir pe.r-ty , Not one, however ll•tencd to the ir overtures . 

nu pr<>!'~tng to die rathe r than to s1do v1th these c r1m!nAlo aeatnst the,ir count.ry. not

wtlhataudtng the r .. arl'ul uganles they wide?Vt:nt far the ir rc!'lloal . .,33 . 

What Josephus l.M!tua.11.Y dcscrlboo is the bltterneoa of the struggle among the 

It la impoeoiblc• to J udge the ext.ent to which Jose,!)hus e )tllggerote& the cruelty 

oi' "\.he " xt-remfots imd the clllU1lcter of the bob1.ltty, o.ml 1t: ls entirety possible thllt the 

ractlonall•m had r • •ched such u d"ploruble state us to render l1l.l crrortn at con• truotiv" 

unity ~JOasible. lleverthel es•, the revolutionary situation follwed n po. .. t.ern which 

lll!ght typ!oa~ be ~XJl"Cted. For ~voluttons are not llll.l'lted by restraint; neither Ill"' 

tlt~y charocter17.ed by unHy 1n their Cormu.JaUve stngea. 

It """ qull.i o:v1do:11t . howe ver, that the d.epthc of the hlttar s truggle vere tn 

imn,y wayB dco1.rt1ct1Ve to the l'Clig!oun otmos1'!1cr c and Npil'l tUlll l.delllo · !'or tho var ~- . , . ~ 
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t;O protructc<I, that. the> lOvel.G dcscend."Cl to I.Ill' vecy depths Of hwian clA!pravi~y. From 

thcoc n.cta, Joocphue mleht veil have dnlvn hlu conv1.ct1on ot !,.l.c Wl~lee.oncaa or the var 

agn Ln•t Ronlc . 

Concluu1oo: 

Ass vitb ewry sr<-<>t fil!Ure 1n hhl.ory, lt to 1.n.posalbln to ,.valuate o.ny 01 tile 

vorks or JOGcphus vt.thout a curel"ul loo!. al. the vorld. i'l vh.lcli i,., l lwd, w.i Lo stud,)' 

Uu.- e..,ntG vhlcl> &BY<> r1Ge lo his vritlngs. For althouS)l rev vrtwr1> vill lldall to n 

conac1ous t>l.4a, a very clellr unconscioua bllla cun uall&l.ly be deLecLc<I when cme <tmminc• 

t h" context 1n vhlch the vrtler lived. 

Joocphuo'n rcl4!1<><la oplr.lons o.oll polHloal convlctlooo d1d not arlL<· ln n 

vacuum. '.!he)' area~ 1n bla atLe=.pt to interpreL hb envlro:ment, nnd t.ho-y vere c0!1ce1veoi 

1n "uch a vay that vQIWI te underst.a.ndAble l.O h1o "nvtronscnt. 

nie pecuJ.11lr .impllb•ilt and cl.ants or hla vrttlngs, t.ha conce11tl01rn or both 

J1w\alam and history tlmt ,,.,..., uniqu.: 11(.>l"<' tho rooulL ol' 1Uliquc f'XP"rlonc1i11 nnd u 

J1Jl'tlculUJ• sctHn&· 11. VD6 the way Joccphuc Lied the J\ldalsm Of pL\tlL j!Mu1·nt1one Lo the 

11..-nerutiOD 1n WlliCh he lived that 18 de&C!'VU\fl Of Ollr cODsidc:rullOn, 

JoBeP,uu equal.I'd ~ vltll lltlbylon and ~ of ol.d, and uav 1n Rorr th" hand 

11r (lod. pu1ishlng U1" Jcvc. 'lhL• cor.ct>pUon vag 1n U\C 11.nt' of th~ t"'41Uon or ~ or 

ttw pt"oiilets. ~I. 11u10c or I.be proJflcts anu.ally vent over to th..- a1dt> of l.h~ 011"111)' , and 

.. cc<:plC!d l.U'l'Orn l't'Om t hem. t:or did the propMtr e~ct that t.he JNQ wouJ.d tem1n 

tnd<tfln1tel,y undQr rorc1sn domlrAtlon . Anther '.hey dW. not pt"'o1mt 110 11~c@t.llblc n 

J1111nic• vhich vould b., " thcocrut!c st.ate exht!.nt wider permln<:nL ror<:te;o1 dolll1Dllll"'1 11.11 

JOG<-ptl\IG d1Jt. '1l1cy had mtd I.hat there voul.A b" o. rut.oroUnn ar • ......, ue U1c Jcvs n:odcd 

: .. ht> Lr Vll.1". 

Jo.,.,]11>11a'e ptrllCtllll history bod a groot d<.'G.l to do vlth h 1:s convlctlon or lhf' 

poo•lbilHy tNlt J11daia11 could exist. und,,r pernun..nt fonliol docaillatlon. H<· bod al!lplt 

oppo1·~un!Ly to l'VU.1.llllt c tM otrength or the onolll)', the Ro11n nn, nn •1xper1eHc" which thl' 

pro1tieta nev<:I' hod. lie hWl viDiLcd Roone. and ho hlid cont'rontcd r.arey Rowno perooru!J.1.)' 

1n tMlvo.nc" of I.he c0tu'l1ct. 
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ln advance of tile ccn1'11ct.. 

In one apeclal vay, bOlle""r he 1.o 1.1.ke the proi;t>cta; that lG blG unovervlog 

conviction toot Cod le tile clr1v1ns llnd 1DOtivat1ng rorcc or all history, Deopit.c t.be 

ract tll4l he obot:wvod both oldoo t'rom a uni que at111tce;1c poo1t1ona. 'll1c nr111.y ot' 

pol1t.lcal l'llcts h1iwevcr t.mpootna vere not as l.Jl>portant to Joaephus ao God 'u role au 

the de~~ l'lu:tor 1n history. 

!lot only dtd Jo,,..phua have t.hl> cpi;<.rrt11nl~ t.o oburve nc-, buL Lt hau 

et.rone)..y been ~&Ud tbot Joeephua deVt'lopecl a ~iu1ne attachlocnt t.o tile Rol3Ul 

""¥ or urc, and ~•pccl.41.1)' aa. or the cult!Jl"\l olcmente 'll11" conviction LllAt Rome 

11114 nll•IY dco1:rublc qualiUeo br0\1/lllt. to Joacphuc' a m1hd the l!fln)' 11dvantag~• tll11t could 

acon10 f'rDll the CXPO•ure or Judai6UI to a forel.gn culture. 

JoGephuo ohovt'4 .. re11pect ror polltlcu.l n>8~1.l.:& whicll ""'""'d lnco1101oten1. 

v 1t.h loin rel..ID.nce on Cod ..., I.he OVl!J'· poverlng foro•c 1n hlrtory. Re""" err<>tl,)' 1.epreaGed 

by the eltt<'rnal. ...,.,ei· tlirea1. Ill' lch Roaoo ~tt-1 for lhe JL'11S , Md th<"l'C l1> evldnoce that 

he cl<llltlned th"JlXJ" pruct.lcu.l olde or these rool.!Ueo no ca...-eJ'Ll..l,)' ,.. lw cmml.ned. th" 

Te>llgloua . 

\lhen he spoke to the onAGoo of t11e people, he u.lve.yr, h~ewr u.<ltl.ronc•.'4 them 

prophel.-UJte. He pr<:Ached an 11rgu111cmt Vbicl1 reli<>d on rellgtous evld.c10c<' soluly. We 

.!J:aeln<: t.hl&t Joecphua rellod ao aacb on tbe..e rel1g1ouo ar~ts becaUCI' they vero 

peraUlloive vltb the anuoco, bec•ll••e he bAd &voey ~•on to ~ appntlaed or politlcol 

rn.cu t'or moru tban the nnt11eo, '!be m•~es or the poople vcre not awycd by Jooephua' s 

prophel.lC· t)']lC a:-gumt111ta. und 11c can env1sag<> that tbl!y vere bothered by doubto nJ.Jr.UAr 

to 1.hoGe kept by thu JfNB J'rooo bOllevlng tbe andent pro]lhotc. 

JoceP,u•'• obv1oue lack of ateture us o. reltclou• mn -ta.tao have conl.ributed 

1.0 hio JAck of illtlucnce uaaag the people . He vaa obv10Ulll,y o. ]:llrt1ao.n, lnvolvcd 

.,..,u.,.~ly on o. pollt!cul. dJe, and. that tact couJ.d not have been ll!lknovn to h1o b4"'1'CrG . 

Jooep.ue decrl.e• thu dla11nlty or the Jev1oll al.ance tieiL1n&1: the Roarlllo, ILnd 

o.u.urt• tJ1ut t,he Jcvo tt\rough t holr ('I/JI llllpitlco dec"''<loe4 their cbl.U1co1 ot \/lruling the 

\lllr. 110 doeG net renoJve the problems that arioo t'rom the conL1n4!ctlons vb1ch """"' 

\/hen hln ~~a.a llnd political theories o.re plJLced aide by •1.tlo!· 'lhe SJ'a<ll ve4kncss 
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in Josepbus' s vri t lng i s the nwnbcr of trreconc!.l.lble conl'llcts which reoult tram 

l'e.Ugous f1Dd political l.tltcrpretlltiono 11hkh cannot l Oj!ictl,Uy ...et. 

H~ had mey weakn<'nsen ol' allllrBcte,-, ~oo . 1110 actions l.n cn111~e, and 

hi s currying of Roaan l'nvor \/US ouoh thn t Lt. 1• uot marprls~.ng thn~ the al.nimtl be 

nnkeu to obJectlvlty in hlo vril, ing llavn been re,\ected. by crl~ics Who ,\udgn Josephus 

to hnw beflD pro- Roann ill S)'lltpn th len. 

'lll<' chnne;u 1n the oto.tu& of t he Roman '10rld w e r <!rlect<Jd by u cbo.ng<! In 

Josephus's vrltl.tlgo . ROlnl!. w o not lJvlng up to Jooephuc ' c ideal , nnd the Jevo ut'ter 

dofent hud ll<>sun lo be loo!t('d d0\111 uPOn . Jos.,pbus Li·icd Lo ~:ill<l 11p th<' inn(le or the 

,Je\/s 1n t h" eyes of l hl: non-J1,.·ish 11orld. lte 1fii>l1"'1 t.o harmonl•e hls 1·e l J.e1on vlth the 

'10rld ubou1. hlJll, 1u\d explAln 11. 1.0 the res L or the \/Ol'ld. Ftnal.ly lie \ltllltcd tu regtore 

hls own cltallm~cd reputation a.a un h1stor1un . 

'!be points thnl he u1oph4t<!d a.bout JUd.alout "''""" l ho!IC points which cecmed mout 

nw•Lrable to t he JlOOple \lbom he w c nddi·esotng . lie conceived of JUJlllJ>m no beln& n s good 

or superior 111 those qual1L1tt• vhlch l h" pt1ople :>f hlo vo1·l<l UdJnlre<J nbove all . Othe 1· 

qualitieG o r Ll\e J !!11 i sb l '<'l11!1on Jon&phus Oll\J.l• entirely . lk 11,lao b~-comua l!XtrnYllgunt 

in rra11y vr hio rc ... rkn, and In hl s 2e11l to prove h t o point. 

From ei:.1·ly chlldl1ood, Jo::eJ)huo "nvl.61lged a nUJrtbcr of rdigi ouc sol ution• to 

th~ Jc'\llsh pJ"obl «m. A.••lJOg tht.'01 '''"' lo l • belier lJI lll<' po•&lblllty of e>xluteoce of a 

s plrttual or theolotrlctll nation llhlch voe sct llplrt. but. vlllch cou.ld be l"\lled by the 

doml.J1'ltlon of foNlgners. 'l111s conccpUon \ltlB 11ot n Vffr'/ coomnon one """'fl& Jcvlnh U1:1nkero, 

a nd thu:i 1t 1n vorthy t o dlscovc_i• v1111 t .,xr.crnal fllctors led lo Lhin concnptlon . 

J oo1:}ilun the mn und hlGlorilln le complicated enoujl\ lo det'y cl\!ilyatc . Even 

the moot thOl"Olll!h goi ng GC:l"Ut1ny l'nlle lO pl.tl dwll hlt< opsence, ll i ll a bllftll.ng task 

to determ111e t.ho•c quaHll.co o!' l!tind und cllaractcl" wllLch never nrrlve uc 1npcr, but 

vhl.ch arc t'requently thu hidden aot lwt lono for actlon. 

All lde J.'r om theac conelderationa, it 1o true that J ooephus ' a producUvtt y uncl 

Lnte.11.ectunl enorgy prov1<k"1 o bod,y of 11ork llhicll gives (mol'"mOU~ 1.o&lgllt into the people 

of his tlJoe . Unrortunat~, i t !.n not vitb cOlllPlcte o.ccurncy thnt be deacrtbes thwi" 

people und &ituat.lonn . Hi• 11r1t1ngn are def~~ by the perupective l~.JJt tu: see:s and 

. 

the "motional co .... Ht..,nt which he posse&Gea . Hi• workll e.re llJllited aecordJ.Jla to the 

p1aceo vbere he ban been alllt the thing• t2t he !las done. '!be tone or hla 11orkt> lB a 

reflection 01• nil the am<>tione,J. interplay that personul involvement cnn muoter . When 

he ts attacked verbally he defendo himself vlth piGG1on. 

1hus n s be r"flecte, Ile hJ.oasel! is a reflectlon. And eupecially hJ. s !dean 

about Jud£1.1Gm and the Jevs l1rC 11 rerlectlon or the perspeetlVI> or 11 _\lnl1t1cal sett1n6 . 

.... 
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