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Dlgut 

Jacob ben Aaber•a c~tary to th• Torab orlglnall7 condai.4 

of two parta. 'l'ba Hrat part, wblcb apparently appeared at tlle be.

glDDlng of ucb Mctlon, la a non-1 lteral t}'P9 of mgula coaalatb& 

of Maaoretl.c notatlon~ g ... trla, notarllam and other relai.4 tJPU 

of uiagetlcal •thoda. 'l'bla flrat part vu --t to be e introchlctlon 

to "gleddu th• hurt" and prepare the rudar for bla MCoad 110ra 

aober literal uiagetlcal ~tar)'. 'lb ... t:uo parta ~ Hparated 

ln the coane of tS...; th• f~ non-literal Mct!A:ln ta ""l'Y popular 

ud wu ...awal17 incladad ln th• Ml.krto$ Gtdolot. A9her'a noa.-literal 

~tar)' la the nbject of thla th•d•. 

'l'be thula begln.a vltb an introduction, glring a brlat blatOE')' 

of Jacob be "-bar abwlng the lnnaencu QJ>Oll ht.a of the 1!at14ti 

Atktgez. "lb• Davoat of a.r.any," Nadn1&nldea, and Meir of Rottenberg 

and noting that thia period, the thirteenth and fovteenth cantarlea 

vaa ODe in which the .,.atlcal, non-literal interpretation of Blble 

bee- th .. prevalent t)'pe of enguta. 

Tb• uf.n body of thla thula la a detaUad analymla of A.Cler'• 

non-Uteral exegetical •thoda ualng the 1752 P'Urtb edition vlth 

th• aaper-comentary of Itur Bibrla (liantcb ben BUcana>. One hundred 

dUferent •tboda haft been identUl.ed and aubeeqoantly arranged in 

order follo1dng aacandlng u:agatlcal ulta. Method• 1 to 56 ue the 

letter aa the baala for u.geala; •thod.a 57 to 100 ua the word a.a 



th' buia for e.xegeeia . . 

In the following aection ca l !ed "Concluding Commenta of Aaber' a 

Bxegetica 1 Hethoda" itie methods are analyzed briefly; e.g. why acme 

aethoda a r e are numerous than others, gematria as the textual link 

of certain midraahim, and o ther topic s for further study suggested 

by this paper. 

An index to additional paaaagea in Aaber'a comiaentary illustrating 

the exegetic& I methods le found at the end of the theais. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Tile main thrust of this thesis is to present a full analysis 

of Asher's manifol d exegetical methods . His commentary has long 

been noted for- the ingenious and ir.tricate techniques he employs. 

~y interest in Asher's commentary was first stimulated by 

Dr. Samuel Greengus, In a class of his , portions of Asher's 

commentary were read and discussed. Dr' . Greengus commented that a 

s t udy of Asher's ccmmentary wou ld make a f ine t hesis, and since 

t am interested in bibl i cal exegesis, t decided t o do just such 

a study , I might add that Dr. Greengus ' s constant encouragement 

and su pport were of great hel p, 

lllis study of t he exege t i cal methods of Jacob ben Asher has 

spanned severa l years involving the reading, t ranslating , and 

analysis of his entire comffientary t o the Torah . 'Ille main text used 

was t he 17 '\2 Furth edition of Asher ' s Perush al ha- Torah put.lished 

along with the supet;.<:ommentary , ltur Bikur im ( Baruch ben EJitana ) . 

rt was only after 1 completed the trans lation that I discovered 

Jacob Reiue tz 's edition , Perush Raal ha- Turim al ha- Torah (Tel 

Aviv, 1~7 1 ) . Tilis edit ion includes a collec t ion of o t her ~anu

scripts . Reinet z 's discuss i on i s in many res pects superior to that 

of the standard ltur Bikurim super- cCXll!nentary . I regret that t he 

1. 
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pressures of time prohib ited my making a complete study of Reinetz's 

own super- commentary as well as al l of his textual variants. 

Jacob ben Asher, the third son of the Talmudist , Asher ben 

Yeh iel ( the Rosh) , was born in Germany about t he year 127 0. In 

1303 t he family emigrated t o Toledo, Spain in the wake of a c ivil 

str ife in Germany between Adolph of Nassau and Albrecht of Austria. 

Asher ben Yehiel ' s fame pr eceded him. lbe pul pit of Tol edo was at 

t hat time vacant and ne was insta l led as rabbi, 

Tile firs~ we hear of Jacob ben Asher is in 1317 , when Jacob 

and his brothar Judah were appointed treasurers of Tsedakah money 

by t !.eir father . It was their job t o dis tribute the money as 

alms, Hpon t heir fa t her ' s death in 1327 Judah took h is father' s 

post as rabbi of Tol edo, subRequently becoming the chie f rabbi 

of all of Castil e . 

lt see.ms t hPt most of Jacob ben Asher 's l ife was spent in 

poverty. ~or the most par t he earned a pr ecarious l ivl i hood lend-

ing money; he wandered in many countries noting the varying re l i gious 

cu3toms, which he describes in his magnum opus t he Arbah Turim. He 

died and was buried in roledo , Spain the twel fth of Taaanuz ln 1340, 

Jacob ben As;1er's fir st halachic work was Sefer ha- Remazim . 

'Ol is is a summary of the halach i c dec isi ons found in hi s father ' s 

earlier work lla- Asheri C l(itsur Piske ha- Rosh , Constantinople, 1c;75 , } 

His Olo1n fame, however, rests on his manl\ot h code the Arbah Turim, 
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"The Four Rows" from which he became known as t he Baal ha- Turim, 

''Master of t he Rows. " Before he wrot e this code he wr ote a commen-

tary to the Torah. 'nlis commentary discusses some of the peshat 

or "liter al meaning" interpretations of ear lier canmentors such as 

R..-'lShi, Saadia Gaon , and 1bn Ezra. lie parti cula r ly favors and fre-

quently quotes from Nachmanides, disregarding , however , the latter's 

kabbalistic commentary. As an embell ishment t o this conunentary he 

added non- literal sect ions before each of the liter al interpretation 

sections , or as Asher terms t hem "delicacies to gladden the heart." 

According to tradition these non- 1 iteral sections were written in 

a single night.
1 

It is this non-literal inter pr etation which is the 

subje~t of t his thesis. 

These two commentary sections were separated in t he course of 

time and came to be published separatel y as two commentaries . The 

ear l iest known pr inted edition of the first one, i . e . the literal-

interpretat i on sect ion, appeared in Zo1kiew in 1906 and in subsequent 

editions. Tile second , t he non- literal commentary, was apparently 

more popular; it was first printed under the title of Perush ha- Torah 

le-Rav Yaakov Baal ha- Turim in Constantinopl e in 1500 and 1514 a nd 

in many subsequent editions . It is this second commentary th~t is a l so 

~ 1
Jacob K. Reinetz , Perush Baal ha- Turi.In al ha-Torah , Tel Aviv, 

Phillip Pe ldh eim, rnc ., 1971 , p.10. 
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found in t he Mikraot Gedolot of Bamberg (1 546- 48) and subsequent 

editions . 

Reinetz s t udied some twenty manuscr ipts of Asher ' s second 

commentary and notes that only one of them, found in Manit oba! also 

contains the first ccmnentary. Th is manuscript is the oldest and 

uas firs t wr i tten some 50 years after Asher • s death. 2 

As further pr oo€ thAt the two commentaries were written as 

one, we note that the introduct ions to both commentaries are identi

cal. 3 1be one differ~nce is ~ note at the end of the non- liter al 

cOOUJ1entary th3t the terms ;ni ;1ii::iv " idol worshippers'' do not 

refer t o the people among whom he lives . !bis could have been an 

addit ion by the publisher if it is not by Asher himself. Even in 

this introduction Asher states that " I have intended t o write at the 

beginning of each section a list of embellishments , gematria and 

l4asoret i c notaticns t o gl adden t he heart." In one instance in the 

two ed itions4 the same <'oaur.ent is duplicated in both commentaries . 

'This sect ' on i s a l most identica < word for word ; because of its 

1 iteral style it pr operly belongs to the 1 iteral cOt11111entarr . 

2Reinetz, p. l O. 

3comparing t he non- litera l F'~rth 17 S2 edition t o the liter al 
Hanover 1838 edition. 

4 ibid 



Since this thesis deals with the non- literal canmentary, I quote 

fr001 this section below so that the reaeder may have some idea of 

t he nature of this other commentary: 

And it came t o pass about three months after, that it was 
t old Judah , saying: 'Tamar, thy daughter-in- law hath played 

s. 

the harlot; and moreover, behold she is with ch ild by harlotry.' 
And Judah said : 'Bring her forth and let her be burned.' (Gen . 38:24) 

Rashi 's explanation is that she must be burned because she is 
the daughter of She.m,l And the daughter of a priest who has 
playeo t he harlot must be burned. The co111Dentary of Ramban 
states that the law "and the daughter of any priest , if she 
pr ofanes herself by playing the harlot • •• she s hal ! be burned 
wit h ~ire," (Lev . 21: -J )is only applicable if she is engaged 
or married. It does not apply t o a woman who is waiting t o 
be married by her b:-other-in-law. ~~ether s he is an Israelite's 
daughter or a priest's daughter , her punishment is onl y t hat 
of having violated a simple negative precept.2 And if you say 
that marrying a ch ildless brother's wife was customary among 
the Sons of Noah and their pr ohibitions were punished by death , 
one can s how in Sanhedrin ( Sla ) that it i s made c lear that a 
woman wa iting t o be married by her b~other-in-law is not 
like tne Sons of Noah a t a 11 . 

And there is another difficulty in t hat punishment by death 
for t he Sons of Noah is onl y by the sword (and not by fire ) . 3 
Al so Judah says ' 'she is more righteous t han I'' (Gen . 38 : 26) 
a l l the more so she should be f~und guilty. Ramban explained 
t he reason (for deat h by fire ) by saying that since be ( Judah) 
was t he l ader and governor o f the land his daugh t e r-in- Jaw 
who played the har lot was not judged by the same la11o1 as other 
wcmen who p layed the harl ot . Rat her ~he is judged '£.6 one who 
made s pite of the k ingdom. Therefore he said "bring he:- forth 
anC: let her be burned." The people came before him to do h i s 
bidd ing for he declared her guilty of a capita l criime because 
of t he s uperior rank of roya lty. 

According t o t he l iteral interpretation of t he text, a mar ried 
woman wh o plays t he harlot is t urned over t o her husband who 
decrees life or death for her as he 1o:ishes. She ( Taiinar ) was 
designated for Shel ah h is (Judah • s ) son , and she was t her efo-e 
considered a married wooian accor d ing t o their laws. 

l Me l chizekek (C.en . 14:18) is sa i d t o be Shem. {~~ 32b) . 

2sr i pes, but not death . 

3 Sa nhedrin 56a . 



But our Rabbi , J udah ha- Has id1, says that Judah did not decree 
that she be burned but rather they were to burn an iimpression 
between her eyes as a sign that she r layed t he harlc:>t. But 
because Judah knew that her action was because of h iim and t hat 
she was not really a harlot, nothing was done to her. 

There are yet mo~ difficulties about what Judah sa:i.d: "Bring 
her forth and let her be burned". Was not Judah a kilng and a 
k ing does not judge nor do t hey judge him. 2 Furthenoore , in 
cases having t o do with life , they begin t heir inveHtigation 
indirectly. And moreover how could he judge his own daughter
in-law? The explanation is that Isaac , .:.acob, and J udah ~udged 
her and t hey began indirectly with Judah. In the Midrash it 
says t'l- at Shem himself judged her . But th is is impossible. 
For if you calculate the number of years f r om generation to 
generation you will find that he was already dead . Concerning 
what is said in Avodah Zarah (36b): " If an unmarried man had 
sexual intercourse with an unmarried woman the verd~ct is 
delivered by the c ourt of Shem because o f the incidEmt of 
Tamar ," it is not that She.t11 was still living but alll t he courts 
of law were called after his name. 

The li t eral interpretation of the Bible reached its peak in the 

twelfth centur y with th~ c ommentaries of R~shi , Samuel bEm Meir , 

Ibn B:11ra and ot hers . At the beg inning of t he thirteenth c:entur y there 

was a change. The Bible was read f or its hidden meanings; each 

c onsonant, vowel , dot , space, or M~ssoretic note was intE~preted . 

The early mystt ·s by t he end of the t\o•elfth century begari t o e xpound 

on the Bible in this way . With the development o f Kabbahth in Spain 

and other countries thi.s non- literal method of interprete1tion be-

came doaiinant. Asher, having a th orough tr<" ining in rabbi.nic s , wai. 

l J uda h ben Isaac , 11 66- 1224 

2sanhedri.n l Sa . 

3Genesis Rabhah 85 :13. 



attracted t~ the Kabbalah but yet retained an appr eciacion for t he 

literal meaning of the text. 

Jacob ben Asher was especially influenced by Nachmanides and 

7. 

the views of the P.as idei Ashkenaz , t he" Devout of Germany'; The Hasidei 

Asbkenaz was a religious group who had common social and ideological 

backgrounds. Their f irst center s werr in Regensberg in Southern 

Germany, and in the communities of Speyer , Wonns, and ~~inz on the 

Rhine. From these centers their influence spread over most of Ger

many and even to some extent to Fr ance. Most of their liter ature 

was written in the first half of the t hirteenth century; ethica l 

wills and a large corpus of esoteric works, socne of which are mystical 

treatises. According t o t heir own tradition their philosophy re.ached 

them thr ough a long oral chain which had i t s beginnings in I t aly in 

the eight h century, carried mainly by the Ralonymus famil y. Some of 

t he more prominent members of t his gr oup inc luded Samuel hen K.alonymus 

he-Has id ( the F ious) who live<: in the second half of the twelfth 

century, his son Judah hen Samuel he- Has id (d 1217) and his pupil 

Elizer ben. J udah b. Kalonymus of Worms Cd . 1230). 

Jacob ben Asher is a product of t his movement. His father , Asher 

hen Yehiel, a l earned schol ar, must have been awar e of t his movement. 

'llle type of exegesis whi ch Jacob hen Asher 's commentary present s 

is in keeping with the mystical tendecies of t his movement . In many 

places in hi s code , especia!ly in Orah Rayim he even quotes f roru 

the writings of the Hasi.dei Ashkenaz . 1 

1see for instance Orah Havim Section 113. 
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Another strong. yet indirect influence upon Jacob ben Asher 

was Meir of Rottenberg. Asher ben Yehiel , Jacob ' s father , was thE:. prbe 

pupil of Rabbi Meir. 1 Meir's influence is especially evident in the 

Masortetic notations . Rabbi Meir might have even been the originator 

of this exegetical method; in anv case some of Asher's own Masoretic 

not a tions are identical or similar t o those of Meir of Rottenberg. 2 

Jacob ben Asher was not above inserting non-literal exegesis 

in his more sober law code the Arba Trui.m. Although I have not 

made a thorough study of his codes , I have found some instance.s of 

gematria. For example . in Orah Hayim. section 6• Asher says that one 

shoul d say in the morning t he benediction ''Blessed art Thou • Lord 

our God, King of the univer~- who hast formed man in wisdom and 

created in him many orifices and many cavities ( o•?, ?n , c • ?,?n >. 

Do not read, says Ashero•??n ,o•') '>n for t he numet"ical equivalent of 

o•?i?n,o•?,?n is 248 (8•J0•6+3o+1 0•40=124x2=248). This is equal to 

t he number of l imb~ a mar. has . 3 

lrsaac i aav Kaha~a , Teshuvot Poskim Uminhagim. Jerusa1em , Mcsad 
Ravkook. 1957, Vol,1 , p. 9 . 

2Rabbi Me ir's Masoretic notations are reprinted in Kahana . op. c it. 
Gf., for example, Gen . 1:1 and 1: 7. ; Kahana's notes are useful in 
comparing Asher and R. Meir. R. Meir also used gematria to jerive llalachic 
dec isions. See, f or example , his Sefer Tashbats (edited by R. Shunshon 
ben q • Zadok , 'ew York. 1970 ) numbers 122 . 135• 156• and 251 . Reinetz . 
op. cit . , also show:J parallels ben:een Asher and Meir of Rottenberg in 
h is discus s i on. 

3cr .Berahot 60b and Asher ben Yehiel ' s comment . 
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While Asher's non- l iteral commentary was apparently very popular 

and widely apprec iated as evidenced by its incorporation into the 

Hikraot Gedolot, t his commentar y must have presented its readers 

with some difficulties . Tiie fore.most aid t o understanding this 

commentary was provided by Baruch ben Ellulna , the author of a 

super- c011111entary to Jacob ben Asher's Perush al ha- Torah. Ellulna 's 

super- commentary must have been widely appreciated because it accocn-

panied Asher's COl!llllentary in mar.y subsequent pr inted editions . ln 

some instances Ell<.uia's comments are at times indistinguishable from 

Asher's text. 1 

Elkana , who was a cantor in the village of ~ittelshofen , a 

village by AnsbRch , chose t he name Itur Bikurim for his super- commentary 

for the fo llowing reasons : 1) Anyone who brings gifts to a schol ar i s 

as if 'le were bringing first fruits <o,, 1 ::;;:i >. ? 2) Tiie term 

"first fruits " is a term of importance as in Hosea 9: 10 : "I saw your 

fathers as the first - ripe C ;i , l ::>:l::; ) in the f ig- tree at her first 

season , " or as in Ps . 89 :28: "I will al110 appoint him first born" 

( , l ::i::i>. Also the super-commentary is a crat C , H>' }' ) to t he 

Baal ha- Turim, 3} ,,"'" "crown or row" can also mean " t o remove. " 

Nedarim 37b states that the stylistic ~bellishmentsD(' , !Jl O ,,"," ) •• • 

ere halacha f rom Sinai. The Rosh, Jacob be.n Asher's father, says that 

1 
~ea for ~ample Asher' s comment t o Gen. 27 : 28 in t he Mikraot 

Gedolo~ . 

21\etuvot 1 OSb. 



as such t hey are not t o be re.moved ( ,oy ) frcm the text. Elkana 

wants to re.move the mistakes frcm the f irs t fruits, 1.e. Asher' s 

commentary. 4) The numerical equivalent of ,lt>"Y is 295 

(70t'lo+-9+6+200) and is equal to bis own Hebrew name p n 1 l ,:l 

(2+20<>+-6+20) (8+7+50)=293 adding 2 f or t he 2 wor ds 293• 2 or ?.95. l 

Similarly 0 ', , ::i:i "first f ruits" is an anagram for 1 l ,:l 'D 

"Who i s Baruch" which Elkana adds: t hat he should write such a 

10. 

auper- c011111entary. 2 5) Itur Bikurim as expl ained in Mishnah Beharot 3:10 

are those fru its whi ch surround the basket of f irst fruits which add 

to the mitzvah . Itur Bikurim' s super- commentary is an addition t o the 

commentary of Ba.al ha- turim. 

El kana records t hat he had before him a Mikraot Gedol ot published 

in Basel ( 1618- 1619) and a Veni ce 1544 edition of Asher's coamentary. 

At times in his coamen tary he notes a textual variation in an un-

specified Constantinople edition. 

Additional super- commentaries on Asher ' s commentary are found 

in the writings of R. Yosef bar ! Sf.achar in his book Yosef Daat . 

(Pr ague, l6 U8) Tiiis book is actually a cOIJ'ICentar y on Rashi giving 

t extual variants and comments. In a few places he attempt s t o correct 

t he gematria of Asher . Itur Bi kurim in his introduction states that 

aft er he completed his own work he was t old of t his book and was fir st 

1For examples of gematria in Asher ' s commentary i..:e metnods 2. 2, 
21 . 22 , and 23 . 

2Th is is pr obably an allusion to Jer emiah ' s scr ibe whose name i s 
also Baruch . (See J er emiah 36) . See method 20 in Asher's coamentary f or 
additional examples of anagr ams. 
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under the impression that Yosef Daat was a book on Asher ' s camnentary 

and his own efforts were t hus useless. Re was much relieved to dis-

cover that the emphasis of Yosef Daat is on Rash i. Yosef Ila.at is 

quoted in Itur Bikurim's own super- coamentar y. 

A later super-commentary Yad Aharon, .a book written by Me~r 

Stashavski {Peter kov, 1909) gives sources and par allels, and attempts 

to correct a few of the gematrias of Asher. He does not comment on 

every verse. ll is discussion has been very helpful in my attempt to 

find parallels and the meaning of some of Asher ' s comments. 1 

The latest super- coamentary is Jacob Reinetz's Perush Baal 

ha-Turim al ha- Torah {Tel Aviv, 1971 ) . Since my discovery of t h is 

uook, after my translation was completed, it has been a constant 

companion. Reinetz has not only studied the variant manuscripts, as 

mentioned above, but also has been of great help in locating parallels. 

lle as an appendix providing short essays on individual interpretations 

of some of Asher's interpretations. 

One super-commentary Mitsaref Lakesef by Nafta li Hertz (Frankfort, 

1814) was not ava ilable t o me. According t o Reinetz , this commentary 

consists of attempts to correct the gematria of Asher where it apparently 

does not tally. Reinetz , however, does not quote from t his work in 

his own treatment . 

lr am especially indebted to Yad Aharon in in exylicating the 
examples in methods 26 and 27 . 
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The Exegetical Methods 

In the following enumeration of exegetical methods, I have. 

tried to order the methods in the most simple way. 'nle way I have 

found best is t:o arrange them by "te>.."tual units" . That is, the 

methods are arranged in ascending order of exegetical units . 

!ethods 1 to 56 deal with the letter(s) of a word(s). 'nle methods 

begin with the first letter of the first word of the first verse of 

the first book of the Bible, to several letters in a word , letters 

in adjacent words, letters in a verse, and so on. Fr<XD method 57 to 

to 100, t he t~"Ual unit is the word level, i.e. word in a verse, 

wor~ · in a words in a verse, words in a section , words in t he Torah and 

so on. 

This is probably not the way Asher himself would have analyzed 

hi s style but this arrangement has been very useful for our effort$ 

in classification. 
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1 
1# The first letter of a uord is singled out for attention. 

Our only examvle is frOU1 Gen. 1:1 where the bet, the first letter 

in the first word in t he first verse of the first book of the Bible, 

is explained as standing for il::i,.:i "blessing. " Asher notes that 

bet occurs in first position rather than alef wh i ch stands for 

1. 1# lile firs t letter's numerical equivalent is the basis 

for exegesis . In O'titt,.:i, the~ has the nu'nerica l equivalent 

of 2, me.aning 2 uorlds were cre.ated: this one and the world to come; 2 

or, in another interpretation, this word was created for t he sake 

of the 2 Tor ahs: the written and oral laws.3 

A letter of a uord i s singled out for attention because its 

sh&pe is a deviation from its normal appearance. 

lile letter is cr ooked ( i1 D' PY ) , and t he crookedness 

is the basis for the exegesis . For example, in Num . 24:6 , Balaam 

describes Israel "'As valleys stretched out , as gardens by the river-

side, as aloes planted of the Lord •• • " The ayin of Ytll "planted" 

ls crooked suggesting t hat Israel i s not firmly planted in t his world 

but will be in the. world to come. 

J. 'l'no a l e"tcwu• ui:..t11.eg WJ. \.ll an aste riak exha ..ist all eJam.i;lea,. 
1cr. Genesis Rabbah 1:14. For additiona l examples in which a 

letter stands for a word see method 4. 

2ibid 

3 ibid . 1: 6, and Paaneah Ra~ah . 76 . 
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2. 1~ n..e letter i s cr ooked , but t he name of t he letter is 

the basis for the exegesis. For example, in Lev . 26:1: "You shal l 

make no i dols, neither shall ye r ear up a graven image ••• , " the 2!. 

of ')o !l ' "graven image" i s crooked. TI'lis suggests that one who 

engages in idol worship denies the whol e Tor ah which was given by 

t he ki ss of the mouth ( '!l=;'l 5> ) of C:od . 1 

2. 2# TI'le nUl!lerical equivalent of the letter i s the basis 

for the exeges is. For example, in Ex . 1: 9 : "And be sai d unto his 

peopl e : 'Behold t he children of Israel are too many and too mighty 

for us • •• ,' " t he ayin of HlY "his people" is crooked . This 

suggests tnat the children of Israel who came t o Egypt with 70 

(ayin=70) have now become more t han the popu l ation of the Egypti ans . 

Additi onal example s: 

o • w•o n') TD, . ;ioi py ' l 
. nljD 

• n nlw , ., ,D,., . ;'ID1 PY T 
o ••p')i ·l'DDY 't Oj~ 

;'IYlV ;i•,1DY ;'l lSn :;i, in~ 

;iylw onxi { K:~ •7~o ) 
( ;il:lj ow ) .Ojl7l nlYln 

o••pnl D' lW · , ~ . ;'IDlp Y . , 
4 .n701 n• , !ll ;~,~· Y, Kl 

1ct. Sang ot Soagt Rabbah 1: 12 For other emplu 1n which the nw of 
a letter I.a the ~la tor exageaia ..... thoda 7.4, 7.6, io.1, 37, 40 and 51. 

2ct. !!z!! 54&. 
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2. 3# The letter is crooked, and its general graph i c character 

is t he basis for exegesis . For example, in Num. 1: 22 : "Of the ch ildren 

of Simeon ••• according t o the number of names by the ir polls ••• " , the 

f irst lamed of on'1.l '1.l'1 " by their polls" is crooked at the bottom. 

fhe ~. since it is the t a llest of letters , symbolizes leadership. 

The leader of the tribe of Simeon sinned and thus was no l onger 

part of the tribe. I Moreover, t he tribe name l 'YDW "Simeon" has 

no~. 2 

3# The letter is c ut of ( il)P t>p ) , and its defect is the 

basis for t he exegesis. In Num. 1:16: "These are t he elect of t he 

congregation ••• ", the~ of ,1<.,,p "elec t" is cut off , a nd now 

3 
looks like a yod . Asher explains t h is defect by noting t hat t he 

elect of Simeon is Shelumiel whom he identifies with ZimJ:·i who 

was slain. 4 

In another example, Num. 25: 12, we find a variety of methods 

devel oping from a single cut off let ter . ':oncerning Ph inehas God says 

t ' Moses: : Behold I give unto him my covenant of peace." T'ne ~'!: 

5 of o ' '11!1 "peace" is ''cut off" and resenbl es a yod . Asher says we can 

, 
~cf. Num. 25:14 . 

2
Por another example in which the absence of letter(s) in a 

name( s) is used in t he exegesis see method so. 
3 lttlv • K,, P • 

which -~-i-iv/,c_ri 
84, and 86 . 

krl •ftpip. For a dd itional "'Xamples in 
is--einployed in t he exegesis see methods 22.4 , 

4ce. Num. 1: 6 and 25: 14ff. 

5 
ktlY • 
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as read Uy read a' ?w ''complete" and thus Phinehas did not have 

a blemish .. Furthermore. God gave Phinehas 10 Cy,2_~=10) gifts in 

the sanctuary and 10 in Israel, On these exegeses Asher reads the 

cut off letter as written. 

Asher notes that "El i.jah" is soetimes written with a 

~ although al.ways with a l'.9d1 • and therefore i.dentifies Ph:i.nehas 

w:f.th Elijah 0 
2 Jacob h wr.i.tten with an extra vav3 which the Patr.iarch 

will hold on to until Elijah comes with the Messiah. At tl\at time 

Jacob wi.11 return the yax_ to El. ijah 's name,. Here Asher uses a kind 

of analogy of o, ';iw /a., ?w with 

Messianic exegesis, Asher quotes Ps.14:7: "Let Jacob rejoice; let 

Israel be glad." The letters of nr.>t17' "glad" can be rearranged 

to form the word n' un:i "Messiah"., L4- Furthermore, the numerical 

equivalent of 0 ,i, 111
11peace" (300+30+6+40=376) is equal to the 

,. 

numerical equi.valent of n'W?.:l lil'f "this :i.s the Mess:i.aho" 

(7+5+60 (/..f.Ol-300+10+8) = 376 

l1n 5 verses Elijah is written n'?t< 
2k 1:3, 4, 8, 12; Malachi 3:23. 

2cf. Ralbag on lk 17:1ff. 

and not lil'?t< 

3Lev,. 26:42j Jer. 30:8; 33:26, 49,27; 51:19 

4ror other examples of anagrams see methods ll.2 9 20 .• 20.6, 
2L~ol 9 L~S, 68.1, 84.1, and 85 (f). 

'1, 
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A letter. has a double form ( n' i !iJ:J ), and the doubling 

is the basis for ·t:he exegesiso Al 1 the e:icamples of this method 

involve the letter ~' which can be written !iJ or 9 • Asher explains 

the double form as meaning 2 words each with a .£~· For example• in 

Dt. 15 :8: "But thou shalt surely open thy hand unto him," the ~ 

of nn!iJ "open" is a double letter suggesting that one should open 

the hand and the mouth ( n!i:l ) in assisting the poore 

Additional examples: 

\n~w~ o,~-, w' niw~l O'nW 

0'WY~n ?:J~ nilB' o:J? ID' 
onNW o~p~ ?:J~ '~l 'K .O'Y, 

.on~y O'llYo O'l1~ 

5# A letter is bent ( n ~, n :i ) , and its numerical equivalent 
II 

is the basis for the exegesis. For. example, in Gen. 32:11: I am 

not worthy of all t):le mercies and of all the truth which Thou hast shown 

Thy servant.,..," the yod of 'nl~p "lam small" is bento This suggests 

that Jacob said to God: "Even though I have been blessed with 10 

blessings3 (~=10) I am afraid for. perhaps I have committed some offenseol.~ 

1 C"'f: J •• Betsah 16a., -·,,,,..._ __ 
2cr:. §.!..~· 
3Genesis 27:27-29. 

4·cf:. ~it!~· 

11

1 

'I,, 
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S.l# 1lle letter is bent , and its numerical equiva l ent i s t he 

basis f or the exe gesis a l ong with the shape of the letter suggested 

by it being bent. For example, in Gen. 37: 1: "And Jacob dwelt in 

the land of his father' s sojournings in the land of Canaan," t he 

"sojournings" is bent a nd l ooks 1 ike a ~· 

Jacob said: "Even t hough my brother merited much honor fo r t he 

honor he gave my parentsl , and even though l have been ble ssed with 

10 (yod=lO) blessings I am still obligated to send 10 items to my 

brother2 (~=20). l will go and pr ostrate ) 

mysel f and hor.or my father in Hebron . 

In another example, Dt . 5:28: But as for t he e , stand t hou here 

by me . .. , " t he yod of , "Tl> y "by me" is bent and 1 ooks 1 ike. a ~. 

Asher interprets this as meaning God 1:1aid t o Moses "Stand bent in 

•p D :::> ) i n fear . " And in .:mot her interpretation, God tell s 

Moses, "Because of you I descended t he 10 levelslto give you the 

Ten Commandments. " 

6:/ ~le letter is smaller t i'lan its normal size , and t he size 

of the letter is t he basis for t he exegesis . For example, in Gen . 23: 2 

Sara!i died and Abraham "wen t to weep for her, " the~ of i10::>:l'n 

"to weep·· is small as Abraham wept only a little, for Sar ah was ol d . 

1Genesis 27. Genesis Rabbah 82:15 . 

2Gen. 32: 15-16. 

3cf . Avoc d ' Rabbi Natan, par . 34, Pirke d ' Rabbi Eliezer , par. 14, 
and Genesis Rabbah 19:13 . 
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6.1 ~ Tile letter is small, and the numerical equivalent of 

the letter is thP. basis for t~e exegesis. For example, Rebekah 

says to Isaac in Gen. 27: 46 : "I am weary of my 1 ife ••• ," the Jfl?~ 

of "I am weary" is smal 1 for Rebekah knew that the Temple 

whose heignt was 100 cubit s Cqof=lOO) would be destroyed. 1 Asher 

contrasts this to Ps. 84:4: "Yea, t he sparrow hat h found a house 

and the swal low a nest for herse:f. " Tile ~ of 1p " nest" 

is big, for Dav id want ed a palace whose hei ght would be 1 00 cubit s 

and not be destroyed . 

In another example , Dt . 32: 18: "Of the Rock that begot thee 

thou wast unmindful, and didst for get God that bor e thee. " the yod 

of "wast unmindful " is small for God gave man 10 (yod=lO) 

characteristics2 and tested him with 10 t rials. Tiler efore in Num. 14:17 : 

''And now I pray thee, Let the pa..1er of t he Lord be great • • • , " the 

yod of ., , 1 , "be great" is l arge because Abraham was tested 

with 10 trials . 3 

7# 1be letter is large, and t he numerical equivalent of the 

letter is t he basis for t he exegesis. For example, in Dt. 6:4: 
"lnK ;n ;p il'il"x il lil' .,K"l11' )11:1111 "Hear 0 Israel 

the Lor d id God t he Lor d is One. " the .2!.!!! of. ,na.: "on.e" is large , 

for the one God reigns in the earth and heaven , and in t he 4 (~=4) 

corners of the world.4 

1c f . Misbnah Middot 4:6 . 

2 
N; ddah 3la: brc..ath , soul , beauty, sight, heari ng, speech, wal king , 

knowledge , discernment, a nd sense. 

3cE. Pirke d ' Rabbi Eliezer, par. 26 . 

4 r. f . Ser ahot 13b. 



Additional examples: 

l'j',J 'lW .n?i,l 'l 

1 W' W oipD ?j~ ;,,l ni?'l 
.O'l? 1 ,Y,lJDl ,,'Tl :,yw 

20. 

~1n'? ,~,,,Di? .n?l,l '~ - ( l:~? ,,~, ) .nxt i?Dln ni~'?o 
'n Oj? 7nlw OKT i?Dln 

.D,ln ' WZ> in 

7 . 1# The letter -: in this same verse, Dt . 6:4, is large, so 

it is not confused with the letter , which is similar in shape. 

Therefore. one will n ot read ,nl( and t hus worship "another god . " 

7 . 2.'f In Dt. 6:4 the ayin of llDW " Hear" and the dalet of 

,nK "one" are written large and put together to form a new word 

,y "witness" for "Ye are. my witnesses saith the Lord' ' (Is . 3:10) 

and God is Israel's witness: ''And I shall be a swift witness . .. .. 

(Mal. 3:5) 

7 . 3# ,,e letter is large and its place in the alphabet is 

the basis for the exegesis. For example, in Dt. 18:13: 'nlou shalt 

be whole-hearted with the Lord thy God , " the ~ of o 'on ''whole.-

hearted" is written large. For if you walk in uprigh tness it is 



as i f you fullfilled t he Torah form~ to !!! ( i.e. t he entire 

Torah whicn is wr itten by means of the alphabet whose first le tter 

is alef and last letter is ,!!!.)1 

7.4# Tite letter is large , and the name of t he letter is the 

basis for the exegesis . For example, in determining the guilt or 

innocence of a woman accused of adultery Nwn0 5:17 says: "And the 

priest shall take holy wat er in an earthen vessel; and of t he 

21. 

dust t hat is on the floor of the tabernacle ... " Tite ayin of YP,P:l 

"on the floor" is writ t.?n lar ge. Ayin means "eye" suggesting Job: 

24: 15: "Tite eye of the adul t erer waiteth of twilight, saying: "No 

eye shall see me. "2 

7. 5# Tite letter is large, and t he word is also written 

defectively ,on ). Tite size of the l etter and the numerical 

P.quiva lent of the "missing" letter are the basis for the exegesis. 

In Dt. 29: 27 : "And the Lord r oot ed them out of their land in anger , 

and in wrath, and in gr eat indignation. and cast them into another 

land.••• " ·he lamed of on '>11<t' "and cast t hem" is large and is 

a "pointer" to this word which is written without a yod . For the 

cas~ing cut of the 10 tribes (yod=lO) was not like the castil\g 

3 out of the tribes of Benjamin and Judah . 

1see also method 63 . 1 in which the position of a letter in 
the alphabet is used in the exegesis. 

2For other examples in which the name of the letter is the basis 
for exegesis se~ methods 2. 1 . 7. 6. 10.1, 37, 40, and 51. 

3 
Cf. Genesis Rabb~h 73:5. 
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7. 6# A letter is both crooked and large , and its crookedness 

and largeness are utilized in the exegesis along with the name of 

that letter. I n Dt. 17:8: "If t here arise a matter too hard for 

thP.e . ••" the~ of K., !P "arise'' is c rooked and large. This 

not only implies the difficulty of the matter but, says Asher, 

is also an allusion to the ~., g H> , tbe outstanding member 

of thP. Bet Din who is liabl e onl y for the oral law . ii!> .,y:iw i1,lnl 

8# A letter is suspended ( i1 ' l., n ) and the numerical 

equivalent of the suspended letter is the basis for the exegesis. 

For ex&mple, in Num. 24:8: "He shall eat up the nations that are bis 

adversaries and shall break their bones in pieces ... , " t he a.yin 

of Di1' nll:SY, " t heir bones" is suspended. God will uproot 

,py, )2 7G <ayin=70) nations. He will uproot the 7 nations3 

now and in t he future t he 63 nations . "For every one of them is 

io 
unclea., " (Ps. 53:4) (''unclean" has t he numerical equivalent of 

63 (6 Q+3 >. 

1c f . Baba Metsia 85a. Por other examples in which t he name of 
the letter is used in the exegesis see methods 2. 1, 7 . 4 , 10. 1, 37, 
4 0, and 51 . 

2 

3Hittite, Girgashite, Amorite, Canaanite, Periz ite, llivite, and 
Jebusite. (Dt 7:1 ) 



9# A lett er 19 inverted ( l • :n !> ;i ) , and the nUlllbcr of 

times it occurs ts the basis for exegesis. For example, in nt. 4 :9: 

"( ••• but make them known) unto thy 

children and thy children's children •• ," Asher says the 3 nuns 

are invert~d. This suggests that if ~ne is a scholar and his son 

l and grandson are scho lars , Torah wi ll never cease from bis seed. 

Letter or letters of word (s) are high lighted by the presence 

of one or more crowns on t op of t he letter<s>. 

10 The number J f crown3 is the basis f or t he exegesis. For 

example, i n the third Priestly Benedic tion, Num . 6: 26: "The Lord 

1 ift up His countenance upon thee and !!;r ant thee peace, " 01P 1 

"and grant" has 7 crowns on i t . This alludes to t he 7 ways God will 

give peace: "The l..ord wll 1 cause thine enemies t hat rise up agains'C: 

thee t o be smitten before thee; t hey shall come up against t hee 

one way and shall fl ee before t hem seven ways . " (Dt . 28:7) 

Additional Exdlllplcs: 

, ., -.c1'1 • '11 '1y l'ln ' r 
.o•ooy 'r Y"IKl 71j11 • 11 

O',~K 'c ,llj ~ T'ln c 
.11K"l~l1 

,,ny11 "101'1 ·l' ln ';i 

.;i-.1n •wc1n •wen '1 j p'1 
.o~'1 •nnl J10 np'1 ·~ 

l c,f . Sanhedrin 87a . 

2cf . Misnnah Clial ot 99b. 



10 . 1 -> The name of the crowned letter is the basis for t he 

exegesis. For e.xample, i n Dt . 8:9: "A land wher ein thou shalt eat 

bread ••• tbou shalt not lack any t hing.• •, " the~ of the wor d 
I 

,onn " l ack" is crowned. ~ is homonymous to vri< , "head. " 

2 Th is suggests that Israel is at t he top of t he dust of t he world. 

In another example , Moses petitions God t o heal his siste r 

Miriam. In Num , 1 ?:13 he says: " ••• heal her now, O God , I beseech 

Thee. " Th e ~ of l<D, "heal " has a c rown on it. Moses said 

t o God: "You have removed t he crown of her head; hea 1 the 

breaches t hereof for it tottereth. '' ( Ps . 60:4) 

24 . 

Similarly, in Dt, 1 :17: "You shall show no favor in j udgement • • , .. 

there is a crown on t op of t he ~ of t he wor d 

ment". Th is suggests th at one sh ould open 

, !l= il !l 3 t o speak for t he mute . 

l)!lllll:l "in j udge-

) ones mout h 

1'he crown itsel f i s t he basis for t he exegesis . For 

example, in Num. 25 : 11: " Ph inehas , the s on of ~e~ar, the son of 

Aaron t he priest • •• in t hat he was very i ealous for My sake ••• , " 

l c:r . Menahot 53b. 

2Cf . ~ 
3

For other examples in which the name of the lette. is the basis 
for exegesis see methods 2.1, 7. 4, 7. 6 , 37, 40 and 51, 



there are crowns on the gof of .,n1op ntt 1ttlp:l " in that he 

was very zealous for my sake. " Ph inehas was crowned priest since 

he was zealous for the Lor d . 1 

10. : .' Tiie numerical equivalent of the crowned letter is t he 

basis for the exegesis. For example, in ot. 4:4: "&lt ye that did 

cleave unto the Lord ..... there are crowns on the sof of 

"did cleave" . Tiie numerical value of s of is 100 and suggests the 

100 benedictions that one is required to say each day.2 

Additional P.xamples: 

OK,, ,D,, .·n 'y l"1n 
ni1n •wo1n 'n iiown 

·1' nJJn• 

nowlnw io1' . ' o 'Y t•1n 
nJn•J ni1nn1 01., 'o:l ni~ll 

ni1n:'I i1own tt' OK1 ,ol' 'o' 
'D ll1 , ,o•o ,01• 'o' nlnlw 

. 01• 'o:i inowl 100 

n1jT:l ,, i oi' .'p 'Y l'1n 
.o'lW ' p' ,, ,inw on,:iK 

'Ille number of crowns and the numerical equivalent of 

25 . 

t he c rowned letters are t he basis for the exegesis . For example, in 

Gen. 16: 7 : "And Abraham ran unto t he herd •• • " t he ... ~ of the word 

l r,f. Zebabim l Olb. 

2c f. Menahot 4Jo. 
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" t he herd" has 3 c rowns . This alludes to the three men 

who came to visit Abraham1, because Abraham was hospitable to these 

men of God he merited a child at the age of 100 years2C. of=lOO) . 

11# Attention is drawn to a letter because there is a dot 

over that letter. That letter is assigned its numerical equivalent . 

When Lot's daughters slept with him, the narration says that Lot 

was drunk and "knew not when she l ay down, nor when she rose up." 

(Gen . 19:33) The first~ of ;11:n p ::n "when she r ose up" has a 

dot over it and is assj 6ned its numerical equivalent of 6. Asher 

comments t hat she slept with him 6 hours before midnight while 

Lot's sleep was strong and thereforP. be did not know when she rose.3 

He makes a compar ison to Ruth and Boaz: "and she rose up before 

01 , t>::i >4 one co.ild descern another." (Ruth 3 :14 ) 

has a ~ with no dot . Thus, Asher concludes, Ruth slept with 

him in the period of 6 hours after midnight when sleep is less 

strong and t her efore Boaz knew who it was . s 

11 . 1.tt 'Ille presence of the dot indicates that the letter is 

to be le.Et out of the word and a new word is created. For example, 

l Gen. 18:2 0 

2cen . 21:5. 

:)Cf . Nazir 23a, and Sifre on Numbers 9. 

4 tt'tiv o l ,t>::i, Kri O, t>::i For additional examples in which 
Ktiv/Kri is employed in the exe~esis see methods 3, 22.4, 84, and 86 . 

5 
Cf . Ruth Rabba 7:1. 



"and we have laid waste unto Nophat which ( ,.,IC ) reacheth unto 

Medeba." (Num. 21 :30) the~ of .,WI< h~s a dot and we get •~ 

"fire". This signifies that t he town was burned. 1 

The presence of the dot allows the letter to be re-

positioned in the word; thus in the word .,VK in the above vet"se 

the resh can be moved to spell wat., "chief"• signifying that 

t he chief of the town was taken out. 2 

27. 

11 .3~ A word is singled out for attention by the presence of 

a dot over one of its letters. That letter is not read and the 

remainder of the word is assigned its numerical equivalent; the 

word is then compared to another word with the same numerical 

equ i valent. For example. in Num. 9: 10: "If any man of you • •• be in 

a j ourney far off { i1pn,) yet he shall keep t he passover unto 

the Lord. " The ~ has a dot over it and t hus the word can be read 

pn, whose numerical equivalent is 200+8 +1 00 plus the 3 letters 

of the we-rd =311 . 3 This in turn is almost equal t o i1pH>OKll 1;ir 

4 
( 7+5+6 ) + ( 40+1 +60+80 6+100+5) =no " t his is the thre.i.hol d." 

Therefore, t he journey need not be a dist ant one but can merely be 

l cf. Also Sifre on Number s 9 for a different interpretation 
based however o~ dot on the ~· 

2For other examples of anagrams see methods J , 20-20. 6 , 24 .1, 
45 , 68 . 1, 84.1, and BS(f). 

3
tture Bikur im (n . 737). For mor e examples of gematria in which 

the letters of the word are included u1 the sum see the excursus 
after method 22 . 

4
0ther possible spellings are: 

For other ex<>mples of "almost equal" 
... hod 22 . 

lit£> ' po ' I< , i1 !l l p O' K ( 1 ) n T. 
eets see t ha excursus after met--



outside the threshold of the forecourt during t he time of t he 

slaughteri:'lg. 1 

1 211' A letter is singled out because of its punctuation. 

In Num. 32:42, the ~ in the word ;i ? has no mapik: "And Nobah 

went and took Kenat h , and the villages thereof , and called it 

i1 ? ) , after hi s own name . " Asher explains that the omission 

of mapilc enables one t o read the negative 1<? in pl ace of fl? 

Thus in Num. 32:42 t he new name Nobah was not permanent. 2 In Zach . 

5: 11 ! II to build her ( i1'7) a house ••• i n the land of Shinar," 

Asher says that he went out to build, but he did not build. 

Similarly in Ruth 2: 14: "And Boaz said to her { i1'7 ) • ••" Asher 

28 . 

says he did not speak to her himself, but only t hrough a messenger. 

Another example where a letter is singled out because of its 

punctuation is found in Ex. 15: 26 : "I am t he Lord t hat healeth 

t.hee." Asher contrasts t he absence of t he dagesh in iacin ' 

lniis conc lud ing statement is not ac t uall y f ound in Asher but 
i t is prov~ 'ed by Rashi, on t h i s verse , who also apparentl y derives 
t h is interpr e t a t:ion f rom t he dotted he . lie however does not discuss 
t he numerical equi va l ents. Th i s conclus i on, t hat t hP. journey need 
not be a d istant one, is one of t he opin i ons in a ha l achic debate 
in Pesahim 93b. 'Ille r abbi hol d ing this view uses the dot t o mod ify 
t he meani ng of i1pn,. r.f. ~ on Numbers 9 0 

2Rash i on t he Num. verse, quoting f r om R. Moses t he Preacher, 
has t he same reason. He wonders , however, how R. Moses woul d explain 
t he absence of t he maµi k in t he Zach . and Ruth verses . Asher is 
apparentl y answering Rashi's question. 



"that which &ealeth thee", which speaks of healing by God with tbe 

presence of the dagesh in K!l, in Ex. 21: 19 which speaks of 

the healing by men. The healing by me.n is harder ( win ) 

than the healing of God . 

13 • A word is singled out because it is written defectively 

,on ). The "missing" letter is assigned its numerical 

equivalent. For exampl e, Ex. 32:19 says that Hoses upon seeing 

the golden calf breaks the tablets "and cast the tablets out of 

his hand" ( >. l"T ' Z) is written without a 

~ (=10) for t he children of Israel denied the Ten Coaimandments 

for t he sake of the golden image. 

times in the Torah1 and the phrase 

'1o!l "image" is written 10 

i1 l i1' n:l]> l n "abocnination 

2 of the Lord" is similarly found 10 times in the Book of Proverbs. 

l : ., 0 !) 

Ex. 20:4; nt. 4:16 , 23 , 25 ; 5:8; 27:5 . 
'1o!ll 

Lev . 26:1 . 
: '"'O!ll 
~\ .,1,2d~, 

29 . 

Dt . 7:5 . See method 97 for another example in which the number 
of times a phrase found in the Torah is counted . 

2
3:3 2; 11:1, 20; 12:22 ; 15: 8 , 9 , 26; 16:5; 17:15; 20:10, 23 . 
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Additional examples: 

1 K" • :'l,ODW 'K i ., ,on 
.,•?in? :i•iK, :in•:iw c·~~w 

nl~~~ onin :iJ:i1 :i•o• 1K?c•l 
(, :>: :'l :> n i DW) 

ni:i•:i? ,ni c nlyw ·, ·2, ,on +n • : ~· n icw) :iy~,y~ l1WK,J 
. ynn 

' • lniK il•olw •,,on - ( ~ : i :> ·,~,) nT:i cipo ?K 1J~J~1 
.y,K? :'l J K•~ •i n il•OJ 

13 . 1# A word written defectively ( ,on ) is singled out . 

lts "missing" letter alone is assigned its numerical equivalent . 

This word is also homonymous to another word. For example, the 

cit ies of ref uge are enumerat ed in Dt. 4:43: "Bezer in the wilder-

ness • •• and Golan in Bashan." 7; i J. "Golan" is written without a 

·.rav3 and is h()(Donymous t o the word :i; 1 .l "exile". Th is , says 

Asher , al ludes t o the 6 (~6 ) unintentional ki llings which do 

· 1 ·1 l.l not entaL exL e. 

1r,f . Genesis Rabbah 63 :7. 

2cf. Pesahim 120a. 

3nie word is written plene ( K?Zl ) in the Masoretic text. 
Itur Bikurim (n . 964) says Asher probably meant plene but an error 
crept into the text . However, as Re inetz notes (p . 269 , n. SO) 7 ?.l 
written defectively is found in Joshua 20:8 . 

4rf. Makkot Sa . For other examples in which homonyms are em
ployed in the exegesis see methods 21 , 22 . 3 , 38 , 39 , SO, 57 • • , 60, 
76, 85 , 91 , 99 . 2, and 100. 



31 . 

14 , The "added" lett er of a word that is writ ten plene ( tc'H.1 ) 

is assigned its numerical equivalent. For exampl e , Ex. 19 : 3: "Moses 

went up t o God . The Lord called to him f r om the mountain saying: 

''nlus shall you say t o the house of Jacob and declare t o the children 

of Israel. '" ''and declared" is written plene with 

a~ C~l O) indicating that Moses will annour.ce t hr. Ten Oommandments 

t o the childr en of Isr ael . 1 

Additional examples: 

WK : O,,), nwwl l K~nw ., K'>D 
,J'' • i nw , ol, 'lD'> ,,,n ,n, , 
on•1 3; 11n1 ,on? 1' 2 K? O'll 

. nxy 1 '>~ 1 K?1 ,n101, ~ l 

WK, ,n,xy ,noD ,~lJ . , K'>D 
,nlJlO ,o•,1D(n oi l ,n1wn 

.n,:iiy •J •c11 

1 Dl0, !1'> •, n•) '"' ' ~ • , K?D 
.Kn?•c? 

l r. f . Lekah Tov. 

2c f . Sanhedrin 52a, 

3c f. Leviticus Rabbah 20: 6. 

4 r.f . ~. 

5c f . Ke.tubbot 7b. See also t he following method , 15, which 
assigns the numerical equiva lent to a "superfluous" letter(s). 



3 2. 

15 • A word written with a "superfluous" letter(s) is singled 

out in a verse. The "superfluous" letter( s) is assigned its numerical 

equivalent(s). For example, in Lev. 21:5: "They are not to make 

baldness upon their heads , " "bal dness" is written 

with a "superfluous" he if we follow the Kri 

'nlis alludes to the 5 (he=5) types of baldness whi ch makes one 

unqualified t o serve in the Temple . 1 

Addit ional examples: 

D'KDC ' l'D ?j lK~~W 
?w lDJ.'C Klnl ,nKC f ln 

.Jn'l'1 

2 fiK ?K onlK K'lKW 
.nlwl,p ' • nw,pnlw 

n•?lnl o • Jw 311
• Tei - 12 = 

.o•c'1• 
'p•l) np • n • ?ln:i~ nwK Kln l 

( l' : Kj 

16;;1 A wor d is written " de f ec tivel y" in that an expec ted 

conjunctive ~ is omitted. The missing ~ is a ssigned its numerical 

equivalent . For example , in Ex . 18 :13 : 

"from the mot ing unto the evening , " Asher notes t i" at the text does not 

say . • . ,:vi .. . • 

l c f . Mishnah Bekorot 7~ 2 , and Makkut 20a . 

2c f . Mishnah Kelim 1: 6 . 

3c f . Yevamot 59a . 



33. 

Tili9, says Asher, is reminiscent of t he Bet Din which meet s t ill 

the sixt h hour (vav=6). 1 Asher a l so notes that the word 

found 6 times in the s ection Ex. 18- 20. 2 

ti !llU is 

17 A letter (s) of a word is assigned its numerical equ ivalent(s). 

For example, in Ex. 25: 8: "And let them make Me a sanctuary that 

I may dwell among them. " t he !!,! and voci of ., Ol :>1n "that I 

may dwell" are assigned t he combined numerical equival ent of 

400+10 or 410. This is an allusion to t he First Temple which stood 

for 410 years. 

Additional exampl es: 

;K, '4 nl~K.l ;• n3 O'~YD : 1 - l ~:l ninw) ;i , K, 
Kl ,pnx • ~ .:i. ,on, 5K.:i. ~ 

· ~ PY'~ 
''Tn.:i. ) "H<.l ,o • :11• n i,• w '• ( 1<: l tl niow ) , ,w., TK 

, ( K:.l, · ,~, ) l l't K~ , ( t• :x :> 
: n 'D1w) ;i,l.l'T ,( .:i.•:• ) YWl ~ ' 

'';in) , , , ,(K:.l 1t"w ) ;iJn , l 1< 
~·ptn , ( 1< :' ow) ;io'~ , ( 1<:n• 

ow ) 'T•ny7 ;i , •wi , l • : n6 n• yw• 
. ( • : .:i.o 

7
. ;i;.>K D'KOtlO D'D'T ';iw -~to: :> 'p • 1 ) n • o'T , l pz:> 

l c f . Shabbat l Oa . 

2
Ex. is:u, 16, 22<2 >, 26(2). For other uaplu in which the mmber 

of times a word tound in a u.ctioo is coated, see a. 83, 83.1, end 92. 
3Genesis 12:7; 17:1; 18:1. 

4 "b"d 
~· 26:2, 24. 

35:9 . 

6 Cf . Mehilta. 
7 
Cf . Mishnah Niddah l: 6. 



186 Each letter of a word is twice t he numerical value of 

the letter that prec~des it in t he a lphabet. For example, in Dt . ,1:17, 

the preceding l etters of the word i l ::>~ 1 "first born" are 

p ;i x • Tilis is t he only example we have of this method, 

anrl it is defective as Asher notes because~ ( =6) is not ti.lice 

he (i_xS=lO) . He salvages t he discrepency by noting that is 

a double letter because it can sometimes be written l"l so there 

are 2 ~ for the 1 he . Tilis is a reminder t hat t he fir st born 

gets a double portion . 2 

19 1 Each letter of a word is the first letter of a new wor d . 

This is called a notarikun ( ) . "'or example , 

t he word (Gen. 1:1 ) can be a notarikun for 

lrtur Bikur im (n . 1074 ) notes t hat in t his verse the words 
are ,,~.,, written defectivel y, and 
in Dt. 25:6 we do f ind, he notes, th~ word 
a~· t hus v idicating Asher. 

2r. r. Dt 0 :.I I: 17 . 

3 Cf , Hagi ga 12a . 

4c f . Sha bbat 88a . 

;i, ::>~ ;i • However, 
, 1 ::>~i'l written with 



Additional examples: 

1 .i111::l ,o1 ,1IDN 

2 .1,in iipn~ ciN :l''TI1 

1'' n'Y':l3 ,,J nnw 0~1 
' .n111i1~ i'ON 

20· The letters of a word are rearranged to form a new 

word, ioee an anagramo Asher terms this method n i., n i ~. For 

e.xample, in Gen. 2:4: "These are the generations of the heaven 

and the earth when they were created," 0 ~ 1 :::i. i1 ::i "when they 

were created" is rearranged to form tli1'1ll~ for it was by the 

merit of Abraham that the heaven and earth were createa.4 

1cf. _fu?~ sa. 

2cf. ~ 1: 1. 

3cf. Keritot l3b. 
of notarik\in7"~ 

See method 85 n 8 l for another example 

· 4ce. Genesis Qabbah 12:8. 
--~-- .. '""' 

35. 

I 
. I 



Additiona l examples : 

o•pioy 0•2n~ nywnw ) n1wn l ~? : ~~ n1ow ) nv1n 
{.,nw ? 111 ''T'on:i 

The letters of a word are rearranged to form a new 

word; this new wor d is used to e xplain an adjacent word. For example , 

Lev . 12: 7: " • • • and she shall be c lean from 

the fountain of her blood , " the letters of ,poo are rear ranged 

to f onn the word ' 'from Rekem. " Thus a l 1 blood stains 

3 which come fran Rekem are c l ean . 

1
cf . ibid . 63:4 , and Leviticus Rabbah 23: 1. 

2
r.r . Mishnah Yoma 2:5, Por other examples of ana6l"ams , see 

met hods 3 , 20.1-6, 45 , 68. 1 , 84. 1, and 85( f) . 

3
cf. Niddah 56b. Rekem i s t he name of a town whose inhabit&nt s 

ar e idol worshippers. 



20.7 The letters of one word can be rearranged to form 

two words. For example, the letters of 

be rearranged t o form: 

71wK1D 01,D ,,~j ,~Oj iDKlW 1 1wK, n•~ ,D,;j ) wKi n•~ 
<< ~·:T• ~·oi• ) lle,pD Dl pD 

2 . { o;iy~ K,ll ) , ,wnl 'K 

3.( n1,1 n •ne K,lw ) •nw K,l 

4 .( 0;1 yn K,ll nlen ni jT le ,, , D,; ) nlw K,, 

n,1nn K•nw WK~ nljTl1 5~;·D~ ~·~• n• il~ nljtlw ) WK n•,l 
. ( Dl~'~ ;w nl',D 7',lJ'l 

6
( . p• ,J ;j; n10;1y •"w K,lw ) •' nK,l 

l cf. Pesahim 54a and Paaneah Raza Sb. 

2cf. Rosh Haehona 27a and Paaneah Raza 8q, b. 

3cf. Tikune Zohar 6b and Paaneah Raza 7b. 

4c,f . Tikune Zohar Sb. 

5c f . Genes i s Rab bah ?1:14. 

6cf. Mi shnah Ukt sin 3:12 and Paaneah Raza Sb. 



38. 

Some of the letters in a word are rearranged to form 

a new word, while other letters in that word are assigned their 

nUDerical equivalents. For example, the letters of the word n~ l ,n 

"t•rumah" (Ex. 25:2) are rear ranged to form ;n l n ~ 40-Torah 

(mem=40). Trlis, says Asher, is reminscent t o the Torah which was 

given on the 40th day to those who ate t he t•rumah. 1 

Similarly, in Ex. 35: 1: "These are t he words which the Lord 

hath commanded that ye do them~ The letters of 

are rearranged to form ywn '1 nine 30 (~=30). Thus , 39 

types of work are not to be performed on t he Sabbath. Furthermore, 

n11y'1 is written defectively ( ,on ) without a :!.!:! (=6) 

suggesting that the 39 types of work prohibited on the Sabbath 

are permitted on t he 6 week- days. 2 

In another exarcple of th is method . the letters of 

''My sword" Cot. 32:42) are rearranged to form 

which can also be read S"1ord l' being hypocoristic for n l n • • 

God•s sword has 15 faces.3 

l r.f. Mehilta a•shlah 16:40 

2Mishnah Shabbat 7:2. 

3r,f . ~hohar Tov par. 78. 



The letters of 2 words can be rearranged to form 

1 new word. The or.e exampl e we have of this is defective . The 

first 3 letters of ., nw 1; (Num. 10: 2) are rearrange d to form 

17w "yours" . Th is suggests that the 2 trumpets are t o be made 

at cn~s own expense.1 

The lett ers of 2 words can be rearranged to form 

2 new words. For example, the letters· of ., ::>l\7Z> ii l ii l "and 

behold the angels" (Gen . 28: 1 2) are rearranged to form 

"these are t he priests'' whom, says Asher , are ascending and descend -

2 
ing the al tar. 

Similarly the l etters of ,,, 7:i Oev. 25:49) are rearranged 

to form ,,, p 3 

The letters of 2 words can be rearranged to form 3 

n~w words . For example, the letters of "And 

from !3amoth to the va lley" (Num. 21: 20) are rearranged to form 

".lZ> n 1 Z>tl 1<:i 
4 "the dead one went to the valley" which Asher 

t o Dt . 3 6: 6 "And he (Moses ) •1as buried in the valley . .. 5 

1r. f . ~ 3b , Numbers Rabbah 15:15, and ~· 

2r.f . Numoers Rabbah 19 :20. 

3Tanhuma. 

4Itur Bikurim ( n . 830) corrects the text from K".l:i n1Z> at:i 

a nd says t he extra~ which is left over is not essential. 

5c f . Numbers Rabbah 19 :20 



In another example the l etters of 

shall give his inheritance to bis brethr en" (Num. 27:11) ar e re-

ar ranged t o fonn " the inheritance of his 

brethr en is his". Asher i nterprets t his to mean the wife, meaning 

the hus band can leave his inherit eance t o his wife . 1 

21# A lett er of a wor d i s assigned its numer ical equ i valent , 

and the rest of the word is read with t he help of a hemonym. For 

example, in Gen . 25: 25: ' ' • •• and they called his name Esau" t he 

ayin of "'~ "Esau" i s assigned its numerical equivalent (70) 

and the r emainder of of the wnrd ( " ' ) is read as 

"vanity. " Thus the creation of Edau completes t he 70 nations 

• • 2 whLch a r e all vanLty. 

22 A wor d is assigned its nume rical equivalent, i.e., the 

t otal numerical equivalent of i ts letters . lllis method is called 

gemat ria . llle number derived is used in one of ~o ways; the number 

itsel f can be t he basis for t he exegesis. For example, in Ex. 10:1: 

"And the Lore. said t o loses , go to Pharoah . •• ," tt:l "go" is assigned 

its numer ical equivalent of 3 ( 2+1 ) . 'nlis says Asher , al l udes t o 

1Asher cites the rabbinic formula t ion of this method: "We may 
take or.e servile letter from one word of t he text and add it to another 
and thus interpret the law." Baba Bat ra 109b. 

7cf. Genesis Rabbah 63:12 . For other examples in whi ch homonyms 
ar e employed in t he exegesis see methods 13 . 1, 22 . 3 , 38 , 39, SO, 57 . 1 , 
60, 76 , 85, 91 , 99 .2, and 100. 



t he 3 more plagues t hat will yet come t o Egypt . 1 

~dditional examples: 

,WK ~ o,~K~ ,;,l pns~ ) 100 = 
l• ;i Kt> p l(l ;'I 

n"~ ;i,1Jt1 ~w :i:ii~~w ) 18 = 
. ( o~nDt> 

41 . 

Tiie number derived can also be used by sett ing it t o t he numerical 

equivalent of another wor d(s) . For example , the numerical equivalent 

of n ~wK,~ "In the beginning" (Gen . 1:1 ) is 913 ( 2+20o+l+30o+lo+400 

which is equal t o the numerica l equivalent of 

"He created wit h the Torah" ( 2• 40o+6+ 2oo+ s) • (10.90.. 200)=913 for 

on account of the Torah which is called "beginning"~ the world was 

5 created. 

1 L~custs , dar kness, and slaying of the iirst born . 

2Cenesis 21:5, Cf . Tanhuma Lech laha Sec. 3. 

3c f . Menahot 28b. 

4Pr overbs 8:22 

5cf . Genesis Rabbah 1 :6. 



Additional examples: 

1 b b .Ol':l 1:1 = = 
• ?)l:ll o • ? ?~ ;i H<X ' 

·T ' Z> H ) 

494 = 

, H t-,:i 
"" , l ~:i:i w u ?c = 968 = 

. p tn 1c:i:l 

The numerical equiv4lent of a word written defectivel y ( , on ) 

is derived by assi~ning each l etter including the "missing letter" 

its numerical equivalent . For example , in ot . 27:12: Tilese s hall 

stand upon Mount Gerizim t o bless the people •• • " t he wor d D' T., l 

"Gerizim" is writ ten defectively wi tl)nut a yod (=10). Tile numerical 

equival ent of the word is det ermined as if it were written wit h 

a ~ C o • t ', .l ) making t he sum 27 0 (3+ 200+1 0+7+10+40) . Tilis 

is equal to the numerical equivalent o f 

blessing will be there" ( S+ 2+200+20t-S)t- (1 0.5+10. S)+ 2+6) =270. 

A•'ditional examples: 

, ,l)j i1 I( ,l) 2713 = 

n:i • 1:1n ?1pw ) 71p = 136 = 
o?o I( , i1 o • p• , x;i 

• , ::i ni?:si? o • :::iK?n? 

,, T , T = 414 = 

1r.f . Numbers Rabbah 4:13 . 

2c f. Ibn Bzra on this verse. 
3c f . Hullin 6la . 

\ n • :i1 :l n l t>17 ) O' :l l, :l 

( :l•:n:::i '1<, :i ) o ? lo 

I. l ti :i< • • p , , ) ll ' Z>" :i, 1)1 



Excursus 

Gem.atria is not always so simple a matter . In many examples 

the numeri cal equivalents a r e not equal . Most of the time there is 

a descrepency of 1. 

Itur Bikurim in his introduction to bis super- commentary (p.15) 

says that being one off is not impor tant, as one can add 1, one for 

the whole set "'n ::> ). For example, in Gen. 18: 1: "And the 

Lord appeared unto him C= Abraham) •• • i n the heat of the day," 

the numeri cal equivalent of Dl ' :1 o n:> "in t he heat of the day" 

is 129 ( 20+8 +40)+ (5+10+6~0) • Th is, says Asher, is equal to 

Ol ;'l'.l.':l l;'I T "this is in Gebenem" (7+5+6)+ (2+3 +10+5+3+40) =128 . 

One can count as 1 the set thus getting 1 28 il or 129 . 

Add~tional examples: 

1
257 = o•n 1.,zi 0 .. Zl .':l 

I(., 
2622 = ;'l l :IZI no., :1 T 

= f "'1 ;'1 1< nl' 01jP117l.':l 
3 1218 

2 "b"d 1=...!:_. 25a . 

~ 

I-

1# 

258 

623 

121 'l 

3 "b"d !_L, and Baba Batr a l 7a . 

= ( ;i:,, 'p ,, ) 
Q't " " 

= ( l : ti ' , Zl.':l ) D ' l<Zll:> 

= \,l:::i., · ., :n ) f"'I ;i I< 

0 " ZI ., y 

, ' ;i "'111 1< 

nzi "'IWI< ::> 



Sanet imes the discrepency is greater than 1 . In most of the 

cases where there is such a discrepency, Itur Bikurim attempts to 

correct the discrepency in one of the following ways: 

a, Tile number of words in t he fir st set is added to its 

numerical equivalent. For example, in Gen. 49:2: "Assemble your-

Jelves , and hear , ye sons of Jacob • • , •· t he numerical equivalent 

of 'ntRIP' ? K l YZ>Wl "and hear , ye sons of Jacob" is 994 (6+300+40+ 

70+6)+ (l +JO) + (lO+J00+200+1+JO) • This is said t o equal l :'I T 

n•wo :i i?n ?111 u p "this is t he designated time for t he king , the 

Messiah . " 

( 7+5+6)+ (100+90+6) + (33 +3 0) + (40+30+20)+ (5 +40+300+1 0+5) =997 

The discrepency of 3 is made up by counting in the 3 words of the 

first set . 1 

Add itiona 1 examp 1 es: 

:'It 2 266 = Oll 'O 2 ~ 264 = (K:n • 'K , l ) l •?K K,'l 
= .1• ?~ :i?l l :i? •n ~ l l~l 

. ~60 

~,.,. , . =858 = nll'O 3+847 ( •:l? 'K,l ) o •:i?K 'J D OK, j 

# 1322 = Ol l•n 3 + 1319 = ( l•: 1 ~ . ,l, ) i•nl ~OZ> ' O,lY K? 
O' , ll O:'I ;y 0 • 111 1 ?~:'1 TZ> K? 

• 1323 = 

1rtur Bikurim n. 269 . 

2ibid n. 76, Cf . Genesis Rabbah 47:13. 

3 
ttur Bikurim n. 195, Cf . Sukah 41b. 

41tur Bi kurim n. 1131; 



45 . 

b . Tile nu_~ber of words in the second set is added to its 

numerical equivalent. For example , in Gen . 29: 2: " ••• and l o 3 flocks 

of sheep l ying there by it, " the numerical equivalent of 

"three flocks" is 919 (300+Jo+30o+5)+ (7o+4•2 0o+l 0) • Tilis , says 

Asher, is equal to D'i t1 i :iwzii l,:"IK l:"IT "this i s Aaron , and 

Moses , and Miriam."1 

( 7+5)+ ( 1+5+20o+SO)+ (6+4o+30o+S)+ (6+4o+20o+lo+40) =915 0 

Tile missing 4 in the second set is made up by adding 4 (there are 

2 
4 words in the second set) to its total (915+4=91 9 ) 0 

Additional examples: 

= 
nl~'n 3 + D~,,~~, i 'S'S :'IT = 

• 724 = 

1c f. Genesis Rabbah 70:8 

2
rtur Bikurim .• • 165 

3 .b.d 2:-2:_· n. 742 . 

4 
Cf . Shabbat 153a . 

'1zi~) D'ZI~? ,,, ~ ~ :"l';'l' ny ?~~ 
( t:i? : Tt:I 

5 Asher reads l :i ',, plene n;i ,,,, ). 
6

1 tur Bikur im n. 920, Cf. Baba Batra llOb. 



46. 

c . TI\e number of let ters in the first set is added t o its 

nutcerical eq u ivalent. For example , in Lev. 6:4: " • •• and put on other 

garments , and carr y f orth the ashes •• • , " t he numerical equivalent of 

"other , and carry forth " is 377 (1 +8+200+1 0• 40) 

+( 6 +5+6+90+10+1) • Tn is is saiti to equal PZ> lZ) "'>Y:i D'li1:> "pr iests 

who have a blemish" (20+5 +50+1 0~0) + (2 +7 0 +30+1 0) + (40+6~0+10•50)=388 0 

for a priest with a blemish may take out t he ashes . 1 The discrepenc y 

is re.moved by adding 11 (there a re 11 lett e r s in the first Pet> , 2 thus 

377 11=388. 

Additional exampl es: 

' 820 = nl•ni K 14 + 806 
.87' = i1l10 n~ pD:l i1, l 0 

= 

# 11 60 = nl'OlK 7 + 11 53 = 
11 59 = o•oin o•lwi D' r'>w 

' :i:i n'>:>nDw n,inn ,ll :> 
f?K, W" ) ''>:i nD''DDl ( n'wK,~) 

~ 5935= n l'OlK 9 + 584 =( :i• :l'> ' ,:i, , l•Dn:> 7•:i1 
• 594 = o • '>wn.,:i l 

1r f . ~ 23b. 

2 
Itur Bikurim n.1 68 . 

3
ibid n . 4?4, and Cf . Rash i on this verse. 

4 rtur Bikurim n. 494 , but Cf . Rashi on this verse. 

5 i bid . n. 1191 , Cf . 7..ebahim 54b. 



47. 

d. 'nle number of wor ds and the number of letters in the first 

set are added to its numerical equivalent, while the number of letter s 

in tbe second set is added to its numerical equivalent. For example, 

the numerical equiva l ent of Ex. 33 : 19: 

ma~..e al l my goodness pass befor e thee ; and I will proclai m t he name 

of the Lord befor e thee •• ,' '' is 2213 (6+lo+ l+4o+200) +( 1+5Q+lO)+ 

i•1o+2+1 o+ 200 )t' (2o+30 ) + (9+6+2+10)t- (70.-30) + (80.50.-10.- 20) + 

C6•1oo+2oo+ 1+4oo+10)+ (2+JOo+40)+ oo+s• 6• 6)t- (3o+so+so+1o+20> 

'Ole nunber of words ( 11 ) and the number of letter s (38) is added 

to t his sum making a t otal of 22 t 3 •1l+J8=2267. 'nlis sum is said t o 

equal 

Holy One Blessed be He wrapped Himsel f as the represent a t ive of 

t he ~ommunity." 

(300 +s+10o+4+6+300)+ (2+200+6+20) +(5+6+1) +(5Q+40Q+7Q+9+80) + 

(20+300+3o+lo+8) +(9o+t 0+ 2+6+200) =2230 • 'nle number of letters in 

this second s~ .. ( 28 ) is added to its numerical equivalent making a 

total of 2250+28 or 2268. 2 

11t ur Bikur im (n. 529) reading ;n ;p for Asher ' s :i , 11 1 , p 0111 
1011 ,,,:l for i1 11 :lpi1ll7 , and , , :i~ s for ,, :u . 

., 
~Reinetz (p . 202, n. 66) uses the more balanced method of adding 

the number of letters to the first set to i ts numerical equival ent and 
adding t he number of letters in the second set t o i ts numer ical 
equivalent . He retains ltur Bikurim ' s spelling corrections (above note) 
but retains Asher's spelling ~l :l :I ( not , , :i ' s ). He comes out "·ith 
2251f-225o- -stil l 1 off ! 



e. The number of letter s in the first set is added to t ts 

numerical equivalent while the number of words in the second set 

is added t o its numerical equivalent. For example, in Ex. 18:13: 

"And it came to pass on the morrow t hat Moses sat to judge the 

people • •• , .. t he numerical equivalent of n,noo "morrow" is 

688 (4 0+40+8+200+400) . The number of letters in this word (5) is 

added t o it making a t otal of 688+5 or 693 . Th is is said t o equal 

o ~ , l !l::l OP , nZ>'1 "f or the morrow is Yom Kippur" (30.40.8+200) 

+(10+6+40)+ (20+80+6+200~ 10.40 ) =690 • Added to this sum is the 

number of words (3) making a total of 690+3 or 693 1 

f. The number of words in the first set is added to its 

numerical equivalent, while the number of letters of the second set 

is added to i ts numerical equivalent. ~or example, the numerical 

equivalent of 0 ~ nat ~ 1 .., 1 1 l YZ>lll '' Simeon and Levi are brethren.••" 

plus t he t hree words is 580. Tilis is equivalent , says Asher , to 

• T,~ ; p'1n o;,'7 l ~ !( "they c!o not have a portion in the land" 

(1 +10.SO) + (3 0+Sf40) ..{8 ...:3 0+100) ..{ 2+200 -.9 0) =567 plus t he 

number of letters (]3) 111aki ng a total of 567+13 or 580. 2 

lrtur Blkurim n . 424, Cf . Mehilta. 

2 
ltur Bikurim n. 273 . Simeon 's portion is in Judah 's allot ment and 

Levi ' s por~ i on is in the cities of r efuge whi ch are at the bor<'ers of Isra.~l. 



22 .1 11' A word is singl ed out for attention and assigned ita 

numer ~cal equivalent. Connection i s made to a second verse which 

contains the number of l ette.rs identical to t he nume r ical equivalent. 

Connection i s also niade t o words which occur in t he Tor ah the number 

of times identical t o the numerical equivalent . For example, in 

Num. 6: 23: "Speak unto Aar on and h is sons, saying: ' Thus shall ye 

bless t he ch ildren of Israel •• , "' "thus" has t he numerical 

equivalent of 25 (20• 5>. ot. 6:24 : ,nl< ;n;it 1p;i'nt ;ii;it ?tt"'I•' 11>• 

1 
has 25 letters . Also , the word ;i :l"'l:I "blessing " and 

"peace" each :>ccur 25 times in the Torah . 2 

l For add itional exampl es in which t he number of letters i n a 
ver se is counted see methods 24. 2, 42 , 7 20 1, 73 , 73.1, and 89 . 

2 ;'l:l"'l:i : Gen 1: 27. , 28 ; 2:3; 5:5; 9 :1; 12:2 , 3; 16:16; 22:17; 
24:1, 35 ; 25:11 ; 26: 12, (2 ), '.!4; 27: 27; 30:27 , 30; 39 :5 ; Ex. 20: 11, 24; 
Num. 6: 27; Dt. 12-15; 16:4. 

01 '1w: Gen 29:6 ; 43:23 , 28; Lev. 26:6; Num. 6:26; 25: 12 ; 
Dt0 2:26 ; 20:11 ; 29: 18; O l'1~;i: Gen . 29 :6; 43:27; 

01'1•:i :Gen. 15:15 ; 26:29 , 31; 28:21 ; Ex. 18:3; 01?w?: Gen. 37:4; 
43:27; 44·17; Ex. 4:17 ; 18: 7; Dt . 20:10. 0 1'111 : Gen . 37:4(2); 41:1 6. 
l tur Bi le\: im Cn . 713) says we do not count Dt . 23:7: 001?11 W"'l,n t<? 
since it conta ins t he negative tt? See method 87 wh ich also counts 
the numi>er o f times a word is found in the Tor ah. 
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22 . 2~ A word is assigned its numerical equivalent. The number 

derived is assigned its equivalent letter in the alphabet, which 

moreover, is absent in the section in which the verse is found . 

For example, in Dt. 26:3: "And the priest shall take th e basket out 

of t ty hand • • , " "basket"1 has the numerical equival ent of 

60 (9+So+l >. This is reminiscent t hat the offerings of first fruits 

ere 1 out of 60. 2 Moreover , the number 60 bas t he letter equivalent 

3 of ~ and this letter is absent in the section Dt. 26: 1- 11. 

A word is ass i gned its numerical equiv3lent; t he numerica l 

equivalent and another meaning of t hat word are used t o derive an 

exegesis. For example, :nr. "Eve" (Gen. 3:20) equals ;i 1 n can 

a lso mean "to speak", fol:' 10 measures of speech came down to t he 

world and woman took 9 of t hem. 4 

A word is assigned its numerical equivalent . and the 

numerical equivalent is used to explain another word in the same 

verse. In Dt. 5:18 for example, a woman accused of an adulterous 

act is brough t before t he pri~st and "the pries t shall set t he 

woman be fore the Lord •• • and put the meal offering of memorial in 

her hands , which is t he meal offering of jeal ousy, and t he priest 

1nte wor d in the verse is K lt>il. Asher drops t he article 
he in deriving t he numerical equivalent of t he wor d. 

2c f . y. Bikurim 3 :1. 

3r t ur Bikurim (n . 1128) notes that the verse uses the term 
for "basket" and not '70; for the latter word has a ~· 

4c f . Genesis Rabbah 20:27, and Kidush in 49b0 For other examples 
in which homonyms are empl oyed in the exegesis s ee met hods 13. 1 , 21, 
38 , 39 , so, s; .1, 60, 76 , 85 , 91, 99 . 2, and 100. 
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shall have in his hand the water of bitterness that causeth the 

cur se. " 0 , , ,Kll:l " that cause th the curse" is assigned its 

numerica l equival ent of 496 cs • 10+1+200+200+10+50). Tilis is twice 

the number 248 . For t he priests examine the 248 limbs of the man 

and t ile 248 limbs of the woman . 1 Tilis is why K1 i1 nttl p n nH> 

' 'meal offering of jealousy" is writtenK l :l (he) but read 2 
Kl:l (she). 

23# Tile numerical equivalent of a word is derived by spelling 

out the name of each of the letters in a word and assigning them 

their numerical equivalents. This method is termed • l 'n>::i by 

Asher . For example, the letters of t he word 'ID l • "Joseph" 

(Gen . 49:3} are spelled out:K " !> 1 ''con'~ 

Racn of these .. expanded" letters is assigned its numerical equivalent: 

'1 11 l' =20 + l " l =12+ 1"Z>D =1.20+ tt"D =81=233 

Th is, says Asher, is equal to the numerical equivalent of :l, l :>:l 

"birt hr ight" ( 2+20+6+200.5=?.33) . 3 . 

Add it iona 1 examples: 

= nln1':l = o"c 4• 11 :1 J" ' w = ( ~:t:> n1z:i• ) o:lw 

l 

.455 

1 11 n l" l •""T:s o"c = ( '1'1:r:> 'p •1 ) n1:so:l 
. 6 12 = o•o:>n 

Cf . y. Sotah 85: 1 . 

2
For other examples in which ktiv/kri is employed in the exegesis 

see methods 3,11, 84, and 86 . 

3s ee the following method, 23 .1, for a similar example. 

4
Asher: x"n,corrected by Itur Bikurim n. 495 . 
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The numerical equivalent of a word is derive1 by spelling 

out th e names of each letter in the word . However, only t he. last 2 

letters of each letter-name are assigned t heir numerical equivalents. 

For example, in Gen 35:11: " ••• I am God Almighty. Be fruitful and 

rou1 tiply •• • , " the letters of t he word • ,w "God Almighty" are spelled 

out ,, .. , n'1", l'"w • Only the last 2 letters of each 

group are assigned their numerical equivalents: 

6•4 11 "I + 400.30 

Th is number, says Asher, is equ.al to the number of 1 imbs that a man 
1 and a wuman have . 

241 The numerical equivalent of a word is derived by .w":i n" K 

i.e. a letter may be substituted for its inverse . 'nle full table of 

i nverse equivalents is as fol lows: 
n • ~ p x a ' o l o '1 j • ~ n T 

The. nwnber derived can be used in t'~o ways . The number itself 

can be the basis for the exegesis. For example , in Gen. 15 :8: " 0 

Lord Cod , whereby shall I know that I shall inherit it •• •• " no:i 

"whereby" is converted to its inverse x " •w • 'nlis new combinatio:i 

of letters is then assigned its numerical equivalent of 400 (300+t0+90). 

"lllis corresponds to the 400 years that the ch ildren of Abraham were e.xile1 . 2 

1248 for a man and 252 for a woman. Cf . Beharot 45a, and Hagiga 12a. 
See the previous method, 23 , for examples in which each letter is 
assigned its numerical equivalent . 

2
cf . Nedarim 32a. 



Additional examples: 

i,;:n :240 =Ii"" D"DYD ' ::> =( , : IP ,T t> :T ni ow ) i1::> ••• i1::> 
'o : c .. ,xo::> lP~ ni::>o 1=> 

• , Q'ti1 i,y, 

,DY 410 ti::>wnw :4 10 = o"l• = (t>":i1::> 'p"l) nt>::> 
. ht>l l:lW"l O":li1 

100 1DYD i,~lWW : 100 = X 11
' = (:a" : " •,:a, ) i1D 

• DP ') ::>:l n l ::>, :l 
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Tite number derivee can also be used by setting it equal t o the 

numerical equivAlent of ot her word(s) . For example, in Gen 11:29 

i1,• "Sarah '' is converted to its inverse x" .l :l • Titis new 

combin~tion of letters is then assigned its numerical equ ivalent of 

95 (2+J+90) . Titis , says Asher , is equa! to the word i1::>0" 

0 0+60+20 +5=95 >. Titus Iscah is Sarah . 3 

1 
Cf. Exodus Ra~bah 23:1 0 • 

., 
·Rabbini c tradition has it that aft er the death of Haran, Nabor 

married his niece Milcah as Abram married his niece Iscah . 
Cf . Megillah 14a. 



Add:i.tional examples: 

11'>,' ; n i :HUI - 414 = ~",nt> = ( ii : , n, r.lW) np~l 

.cnl.,?grn n D~il np :V:it nnl.,?:vw ,, 

.il:l.::>1?.'>il i1:l::>:J ::::: 324 - T11 M'Ot1 ::::: (i1?:' r '"f r.l :I.) :VO l :l. 

HIT ·- 614 = 1 11 £1,':it i"n 1 .o,?wii' 
-- (i1:::l' '"i:i.i) oipt)il \rn 

21.~ .. 1 ft A word is converted into "new" letters by the method 

of 117 11 :i. n" ~., 'I'hese letters are then rear.ranged to form a word., 

For example, in Num., 17:12: "And Aaron took as Moses spoke, and 

ran into the m:i.dst of the assembly; and beho~dt the. plague was 

begun among the pr.ople, II yi' i "and ran" is converted to its 

inverse 

word 

ii .l l.:Hl ., These le·tter.s can be rearranged to form the 

'"plague. 112 _Aaron appar.entl y hastened at the 

onset of the plague to atone for the p~op1e to protect them from 

the plague., 

2l~. 2# The numerical equivalent of a word is assigned by 

using the method of 
t'5-

• That numberAequal to the number 

of letters in that verse and to the numerical equivalent of another 

word whi.ch has been derived in the usual manner. For. example, it1 

--~-,------·------

1c:e .. Sifre., Sometimes Asher omits explicit reference to the 
inverse correspondent. For example, the word T1S"Perez" equals 
14 (6+3+5) by the method of w"l n"~ (6+3+5)., 'I'h:i.s is equal to the 
numerical equivalent of ,,,"Davi.d" (4+6+4=14)., This is a reminder 
that David is a descendent of Perez,. (1 Chroni.cles l: 5-15 .. ) 

2For additional examples of anagrams see methods 3, l.1,.2, 20, 
45, 68.1, and 84.19 

, I, 

:,, I 



ss. 

ot . 10: 1 2: 

,,.,,K f'1lf'1'-nK ,~J7l lnK t1:1f'1K,, ,,j,,_,j:l nj,7 1'f'17K t1lf'1'-n
· 1•Dl -7j:ll 1~~7-7j:l 

And n ow, Israel , what dot h the Lord thy God re.quir e of t hee , 

but t o fear t he Lord thy God, t o wal k in a ll His ways, and 

to l ove 11im, and to serve t he Lord thy God with all thy heart 

and with a l l t hy soul• ••• • o•• ••• ••• • •• • 

the word .,0 ''what" i s covert ed to its inverse T"' by t he method 

of •"~ n"K which is equal t o 100 (10.90) . There are 100 letters 

in the ver se 1 and th~ word 1DD 2 has the numerical e quivalent 

of 100. God r equir es 100 blessings every day. 3 

25fJ A word is assigned its numerical equivalent byw":i n"K 

and also in the usual manner . These 2 numerical equivalents are 

added together. For example, in Num. 9 : 2: "Let the childr en of 

Israel keep t he Passover in its appointed season," 

''in its appointed season'' is converted to its inverse 'l " f'T!l'V 

and assigned i t s numericql equ ivalent of 577 (300 •10·-80+7180) . The 

is then der ived in i t s u s ua l 

manner (2~40•6 0 014+6 =128) and t he two sums are added together 

yielding 577 t-128 or 705 which almost eq~als n:iw:i "on the Sabbath 

(2 JOO 2 400 =704).ll> 

l c f . Toaafot to Henahgt "lb where '>K 1w u vritU!l plena t 1.o arrbe 
at the nwaber 100. For other ~pl .. ln which the n•ber of letter• in a 
'<IPerae ia counted, .. 9••• 22.1, -2, 12.1, 73, 73.t, aDd 89. 2This verse has 1l>Yl>. Reinetz (p . 385, n.63) says perhaps 
Asher is referring to Micah 6: 8 • 100 .,, 1, n 1 n' t1~ 

3Menahot 43h. 

4
?or add it ional examples of "almost equal" sets see the excursus 

a f ter met hod 22 . 
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26t/ A word is converted into a new word by the method ofn":1 b"k ~ 

i . e . the alphabet is s plit in to three gr oups with substitution within 

the gr oup. Tiie correspondence is as follows : 

illTnD 

For example , i n Num. 10:35: ''When the ark went forward • •• , " )'Ol:1 

"went forward'' is converted into the word '>i>•n "glittering 

substance."2 

27~ Tiie numbe~ of letters in a word is counted . Commenting 

on Ex. ~8:17 -20 which d iscusses t he ccxnposition of th e 4 rows of 

stones whi ch corre opond to the 12 tribes of Israel , Asher 5ays 

that each stone has 6 letters if we enumerate t he letters in t he 

name of each trihe and augment , if nec~ssary, with a let:ter or 

letters f r om t he name of one of the :>atriarchc or from the word s 

1r.f . Sukkah 52b and Rashi t here. 

2Yad A~ron (p .1 55) says t his is a reference t o E1ekiel 1:4: 
"And I l ooked , and behold , a stor111y wind came out of the north , ••• 
and out of t he midst thereof as the color of elec trum ( ?i>•n ) •• " 
~ashi says this is the name of an an~el . Also Cf . llagi ga 13a. for 
a discussion of the meaning of '>t>wn in Ezekie l . 



Israel. 
l,'"' 't:ll• 

1 

( ilzi'1nit ) 
11 

"O:JW+ 

( ii DWP ) 

p Zl' l:l 

57. 

"trlbc• of J'e•brun" which •tand• for a l l of 

( il"T"llU ) ( on ) N ... of •tone 
11YZXD t:i itn N•e of tribe 

:J+ t\+ N•e of Patriarch 

( ,'DO ) (1 Dl) 

,~! in1iP 
"+ 

( i lW ) ( ow., ) 
"'m:>J 11 

:J+ PY" P+ 

( 0 ilf;I ) ( 1,,w·1n ) 
90 1" ,ill~ 

n+ 1W'+ 

1 
Thia l• probably a reference to the 72 letter n... of God which, 

according to tradition, vere in the Urim and Tbuamia. The 72 letter• 
co~i•ted of the nam .. of the 12 tribe• (50 lettera) and the 3 
Patriarch• ( 13 letters) &."1d the letters '11t,W' 't:ll117 (9 letters) . 
We note that A•her bu 1,1W' 't:ll111 which al•o hH 9 letters. 
Ct. J'ewl• b Encyclopedia Vol. 9, p. 164 and J'oahua Trachtenberg. 
J'evi•h Magic and Super•tition (New York; Athenum, 1970) pp• . 95-97. 



28~ Two adjacen~ words are assigned their partial numerical 

equivalents. The fir st word is assigned its numerical equivalent 

outright; the second wor d is only partiall y utilized in a somewhat 

non-nume~ical fashion . For example , in Ex. 35: 1: 

"these are the words • •• , " t he numerical equivalent of i1'1K l is 36 

(l +3Q+5 ). Q9,~,., is only partially utilized; Asher derives 

ss. 

2 f r cxn the f.ac t that t he word is plur a l and an additional one for t he 

he for a total of 36+3=39, 1 the number of t he t ypes of ~ork forb idden 

2 
on t he Sabbath. 

28. 1# The par tial numeri~al equivalent of two adjacent wor ds 

is derived by ~ssigning t he last letter of the first word its 

numerical equival ent together with t he numerical equ iva lent of the 

second word . For exampl e , in Ex. 17:16: "And he said: ' The hand 

upon the throne of t he Lord ••• ' " , t he parti al numer i cal equival ent 

of 1" '::> is l O+lo+4= 24, \<.'.hich in turn is equal t c 

1r f . Shabbat 70a and Rashi there. 

2r,f . Mish~ah Sbabbat 7:2 . 

, 9 l, "David" 
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29 The initial letters of consecutive. wor ds ar e put together 

t o form a new word. Asher calls this method 

the or der of letters in t he new word usually follows the order of 

1 occurencc, e . g. 

2 reversed e.g. 

combinations. 

Examples: 

JJ '1,l ::iK = :l.lK , the or der can also be 

K.l:l , or scrambled3 e . g. .lK:l or similar 

~ )ta =(a<~:K ' a<,::i ) ll~a? ,,r ,~,tn 

.:ii,n = (r: ::i .K,:l ) n~n WDl? O,Kn 

~C · The init i a l letters of consecutive words ar e assigned 

t heir numeri cal equival ents and added together. Asher terms th is 

method 

'!lle nUltlber itself can be the basis Eor the exeges is . For example , 

in ~x . 30: 17: " ~ 1J wt<, nK a<•n (when ) you take t oe sum of t he 

children of ( Israel) •••• " t he numerical equivalents of the first 

letter of each word are 603 (400+1+200+ 2) . This , says Asher, is 

2 Termed 1 ,na'1 n", . 
3Elsewhere t ermed l,,o ::i I<; n", 

;Cfe Genesis Rabbah i o:· 7 . 

Sr,f . Eruvin 19b. 
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the populati on in thousands, i.e. 603,000. 

Additional examples: 

l':i 7','Dn 730 l'lDw) 73 0 = ( n7 :"' n1nw) ,,nn Dl'; D'lW 
(.D'D' ;i"ow7 D':l,p 

730 Jl :iwnw 17 ,D l 7 ) 730= 
~ :ilw7 J ':i,p ,,,,nn 

The number derived is equ~l to the numerical equival ent of another word(s). 

For example, t he initial letters of the words in Gen. 49:9: 

:iii;i' ;'1'1K ,,l "Judah is a lions whelp ... .. are assigned their 

numer ical equivalents (J+1+10=l4). Tilis is equal to t he numerical 

equivalent of thP. word "l l, "David . " (4+o+4'al4)1 

Additional exampl es: 

2 .7YZ>W' 381 ( 1:)1'):,, 'an:i ) 7t(D!l1 7Y U( = = 
JD ,, n, 7 T D,~ .,ln':i ; 30 - ( t: l' 'i:i, ) 1n' O' t:> 

( .:i·nn:t 

1c f. Rashi on this verse. 

2 
Cf. Genesis Rabbah 6R:ll . Tilis might also be a word play ( 

( 7t(DW 
3c.f . ~iddushin SOb. 

l'D' 7Y 
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In another example the numerical equivalent of the threu names 

of God listed at the beginning of t he lJ devine attributes: 

)K ;n;, ' :n;i" Cl~lOt-1=21 ) equals the numerical equivalent of 

:Pnac• God 's name in Ex. 3:14 (1+5+10.5=21>, 21 is a l $o the 

number derived by taking the f irst letters of the first words of the 

S books of the Torah: ;,)t( 'l:l"P 1 tt'lp"l ;i'nt1 n"watiJ C2+6t-6+6+1=21)1 

Cod ' s name of ;p;nt is mentioned 3 times in the passage Ex. 3:14. 

Tvo occurences of :'I" i'Ut equals 2lx2 or 42 which corresponds to the 

secret name of God which bas u2 letters . 2 nie 3 occurences of fl 9 il ~ 

equals 2lx3 or 63; t hese 3 occurences have 12 letters and alludes 

to the 12 tribes in whose names there are SO letters. nie 50 letter~ 

of the t~ibes added to the 13 letters of the names of the Patriarchs 

equals 63 . 3 

31 nie final letters of consecutive words are put together 

to fono a new word. Asher calls this method 

order of letters in t he new word us1•ally fol lows the order of occurence, 4 

e.g. T 'J:i , the order can also be reversed, 5 
:ii, 1 or 

scrambled6 e . g. 1 ::i 'J or similar combinations . 

1For other examples in which 
56 and 68 . 

:i 'il tt is used see methods 41 . 2, 

2
c f. Tractenberg, _lewish Magic and Superstition p. 94. 

3 r.f . Methods 27 and 77 in which all the letters of the names of 
t he 12 tribes are empl oyed . 

t he 
33 . 

4 
Elsewhere tet"Uled 

5 
Termed 1 ., !>Z>; n" 0 . 

6Elsewhere termed J ,,o:> t<'1 
final letters of wor s are put 
34 , and 90. 

n"o. Por additional examples in whlcb 
t ogether t o f orm a word see methods 
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Addit ional examples : 

,,:iJ ' •1:i ) ,DK'l 1nl•Z>Z> ~,,, T'''l 
( u i: n:i 

D'n• - :K; nln• ) WD l'l n:i• ~J':i•~ 0 1 ,~1 
( l' 

3 :< The f i nal letters of consecut ive words ar e assigned t heir 

numer i c al equivalents and added t ogether. Asher terms this method 

K',t)D.>.:l nl:l'n '!l lD • The number itself can be t he basis for 

the exegesis . For exampl e , in Gen. 15: 13: • ••• know for a surety t hat 

t hy seed shal l be a stranger , " t he final l etter s of 

str anger " equals 210 (1~200 ). This alludes t o t he number of year s 

1 
t he ch ildren of Israel were in Egypt. 

Additional examples: 

2 ( .n l::Pn ~"z:: ; .., aw ) 45-= ( , ::>: \ ' ,zi:i ) 1,Z>•'' ill~' l:>,:i' 

, ,:;i, ) nK ,,D., 1lDD ,,, .>. n x;, 
( :i : , 

The number der ived is equal t o t he numerical equivalent of another 

word(s} . For exampl e i n Gen 22: 11: 

"And t he &ngel of t he lord cal led unto him •••• , " the numerical 

equival ent of t he f i nal let ter s equal s 122 ( 1+6+20.5+50.40). This , 

1
cf . Ra shi on this verse and on Ex. 12:40. 
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says Asher, is equa l t o t he numerical equival ent of ;p l'I 'nit::> ' c 

"It was Mi cbaE<l" (40+10+20+1 +30)+ ( 5+10+5) =1 21 

Additional examples: 

1'l', '>~~ t'ncn = 1046 
l'llnC l'l'l'Wt 1',SW ) 

( . l' "fl 

= ,cK; N,:i:i n,~ o '~ow:i n- n1sK1 
( t~ = - , ,~,) 

2 . l'l,C = 245 = ( T~ : l'I ,,~, ) l'l'l'>K oll'I' l1S ,.~ ~ 

'nl e last l e t t ers of the name s of the Patriar chs ar e ass i gned 

t hei r numer ical equivalences: -

This is equal to t he numer ical equi valent of DJ'>~ "Balaam" 

(2+3o+70+40 =142) . For Balaam says: "let my end be like his ; let me 

die the deat h of t he r ighteous . .. 4 

33# The firs t and last let ters of consecuti ve words ar e put 

together to form a word . For example , the first and last letters of 

O'llll ol fll (&x. 19:38 ) form t ne word 

l c f . Sifre and Rashi on this verse. 

2 
Cf . Sanhedrin Sob. 

wcw:i , "the sun" 

3c f. Sifre. For additional examples in which t he final lett e r s 
of words ar:e-8Ssigned their numerical equivalences and added together 
see methods 48 , 55, and 56. 

4Asher notes that t he numerical equivalent of D',•' "righteous" 
is 560 (10+300+200+10+40) . This in turn is equal to o'>U>l'I ni:u~ 

(1+2+6+400) +(5+70+30+40) =560) i . e . Abraham, Isaac , and Jacob. 



recall i.ng the fact that the context, in which the words appear, 

discusses two lambs wh:i.ch were to be offered, one at dusk and om\ 

1 at dawn., 

Another example, forming a word from the first and last letters 

of successive words in two verses, is Exo 35:4··5 i1.3l't'1 n:iwn ••• =iiiln, 

2 
for the Sabbath should be devoted to Torah., 

34t/ The numerd.cal equ:i.valents of the first letters of con.-

secutive words are added together. Secondly, the last letters of 

these words are put together to form a new word. For example 9 Asher 

explains why Balaam was killed by the avenging IsraeUtes3 by ci.ting 

Proverbs 14: 12: "'!'here i.s a way that see.me.th right. unto a man., But 

the end thereof are the ways of death." The initial letters of 

iw' ,,, w' "'rhere. i.s a way that seemeth right" have the com ... 

bined numerical equivalent of 24 (10+4+1.0)4, and the final letters 

form the word i lW "reward., S,. By following Balaam' s advice, Israel 

2cf • .!..~~~-filJ .. l~ElL~!lb_a_ chapter 1, ~~ par., 290. 
For examples in which the fi.nal letters of words are put together to 
form a word see methods 31 9 3L~, and 90. 

3cf 0 Num. 31:8. 

4For additi.onal examples in which the first letters of words ar.e 
assigned their numerical equi.valents and added together see methods 
48 and 56. 

5 
For additional examples in which the final letters of words are 

put together to form. a word see methods 31, 33, and 90., 

,, 

' , ~ I 
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lost 2L~, 000 people :i.n the plague. 0 
1 Balaam w~mt to Miclian to receive 

2 
his reward, but his end was the way of death o 

35!1 The last lette.rs of several pairs of words are the sameo 

In the only occurence of this method in Lev 0 21:ll.: 

.~r.>t:>' N-, 11:>~?1 1'>:1N7 ~:.l' the last letters of the several 

pairs of words are: ... .,. .. i .,..,. nn \..1.. • Since there are 4 .... , '" ,~ ... ,,., ,11 

pairs of letters 1 i 'N 'n '7 Asher says th is is an allusion to the 

fourth log of blood which if issued fr.om a pair of corpses carries 

uncleanliness. 3 

36# A particular letter is found in each word of a verse; 

the name of that letter is the basis of its.interpretatfon. For 

example·, in enumerating the chHdren of Benjamin, Num. 26:39 states: 

fam:i.ly of the Shuphamites; of Hupham, the family of the Huphamiteso" 

Each word has a ~0 ~ can be spelled iH'1which can mean "mouth.," 

This, says Asher, suggests that Benjam:i.n had a mouth but did not 

tell his fathe1: about his brothers' sell fo.g of ,Joseph. 4 

1cf 0 Numo 35.9. 

2 
Cf:., .Rashi on Num. 31:8 and ~~~·s.~..£.~1.!. 22:50 

3 Cf. §!.~<!!i:!l 4a and Rash i on Lev. 2l: 11 • 

4cf. Genes:ts Rabbah 71:8. For other examples i.n which the name 
of the 1etteri8tiu;b'asis :for exegesis see methodt~ 2"1.' 7j,l~, 26, 10.1, 
40, and 51., 

''1,111 .. 1 : 

I·'' 
I 
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37# The number of times a letter. occurs in a verse is multipl:i.e.d 

by its numerica1 value. The result is a number which can be applied 

to a rabbinic statemento The only example we have of this method 

is with the letter!!~ in Gen. 1;1 where the!]~~ occurs 6 times: 

.y,~il n~i tPl'lWil n~ Cl'il?~ ~i:i n'wl'\i:i The El!&. can be assigned 

the numerical value of 1000 as well as 1 yielding 6xl000 or. 6000. 

Asher relates this to the 6000 years the world exists. 1 

38# Words in part of a verse end with the same letter 111 Th is 

verse is compared to a second verse which also conta:i.ns words which 

end in the same letter. For example, in Dt. 11:16: rlll!i>'-75' o:>? iir.>vrn 

end with a .!!l~tl!· And in Song of Songs 5: 2: · 

'nr:in "llZlJJ.the words end in a~· This verse is taken to refer to 

the •ro1:ah; the verse in Dt. speaks of idolatry. Since mem=40 and 

X2§.=10, Asher says one who is an idol wor.sh:tpper is as one who has 

denied the Ten Commandments which were given to Moses on the l.t.Oth day. 

1'heve a1~e 7 ~}.!! in th<~. Dt. verse,. 'rhe frequency of the letter 

~~ suggests the word o 'll ill "blemishes" which is made up of many 

~· The 7 blem:i.shes are r.emin:i.scent of the 7 defects of idols 

described in Psalm 115:6-7.2 

1cf. Avodal~ Zarah 9a 0 For additional examples in which the number 
of times a-Wt~urs in a verse i.s counted see methods 38 and 39. 

2'' 'rhey have mouths but they speak not. They have eyes but see noto 
'l'hey have ears but they hear not; Noses they have but they smel 1 not 0 

They have hands but they handle not. Feet they have but they walk not., 
Neither. speak they w:i.th their throat~ For. other E:~xamples in which 
homonyms are used see methods l.3.,1, 21, 22.3, 39, SO, 57ol, 60, 76, 85t 
91• 94.,2, and 100. And for other examples in wh:tch the number of times 
a letter occurs in a verse is counted, se.e methods 37 and 390 
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39 ~ Each word in the verse ends with the same letter. In the 

one use of this method Asher compares Gen 32:15: o., • .,n 1 o'nKo D'lJ' 

Onn l Ol 

letter ~· The letter ~ itself ht.s no exegesis but serves on l y 

t o relate the two verses . 'The verse in Genesis enumerates Jacob ' s 

gifts to Esau; the verse in Numbers de$cr ibes the additional 

sacrifices offered in the Templ e . 'niece are 550 animals listed in 

Genesis 32: 15-16 and like~ise, says Asher , t here are 550 additional 

sacrifices a y~r offered in the Temple. 1 

On the verse in Genesis, Asher notes t here are 8 .!!!:!!!!• the 

number S being important since there a~e 8 kings who reigned in 

Edom before a king rul~d in I srael. 2 ( In the Genesis verse Jacob 

is offering a gi f t to Esau/Bdcm. ) 

1 Mditional sacrifices ( "1010 ) of Sabbath and Rosh ftodesh: 
Add itional sacrifices of f assover and the ewe which 
comes with t he omer: 
Additional sacrifices of Tabernac' •s and the 2 l oaves: 
Additional sacr ifices of Rosh Hashona: 
Additional sacrifices of YOU! Kippur and the 2 
he- goats and 1 ram: 
Additi onal sacrifices of Sukkoth With the 70 bulls: 

2cf . Genesis 36 : 31- 41 and Genesis Rabbah 75:11 . For additional 
examples in which t he number of t imes a letter found in a verse is 
counted see ~ethods 37 and 38. 

236 

78 
24 
10 

13 
189 

550 
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The repeated number of occur ences of the letter ~ suggests to 

Asher the word D 'Z>lD ( "blemishes") because tbe cattle presented 

to Esau by Jacob were blemished.1 This migh t be a pl ay on the plural 

of the letter ~ D 'D l D 
2 

40k The same l etter i s found at t he beginning and end of a 

verse. The name of the letter is t he basis for interpretation. For 

example , Dt. 12: 21: "If the place wh icb the Lor d thy God shall 

choose ••• then shall thou kill of t hy berd ••• after a.il l the desire of 

thy soul" begins and ends with a ~ { 1•» J. •• • '::>) Kaf means "hand" ; 

t his suggests that the one who slaughters must examine the lungs of 
3 

the an imal with his hand . 

40.1 The same letter is found at the beginning and end of 

a verse, and is assigned its numerical equivalent . For example , 

Gen. 19:23 : • il iK:s K:l ti 1? i T1Kfl ?y K:S' •D11i1 begins and ends 

with a he. ~e is a2signed its numerical equivalent of s, teach ing us , 

says Asher, that Lot walked 5 miles before the sun rose.4 

l c f . Leksh Tov. 

2For other examples in which homonyr:is are employed see methods 
13. 1, /.1, 22.k , 3&, 501 57 . 1, 60, 76, 85, 91 , 97 . 2, and 100. 

3 
Cf . Isserles, Yoreh De.ah 39~17; Itur Dlkurim Cn. 1022) says the 

2 kafs :-efers to two actions: the actual s l aughtering and the examining 
of the lungs . ~einetz (p. 392 n. 30) disagrees inferring that Itur Bikurim 
is making his own midras:1. For other examples in which t he name of t he 
letter is the basis for exegesis see met hods 2.1 , 7.4, 7.6, i o.1 1 37 and 51 . 

4c f .. Pesahim 93b. 



Additional examples: 

tlD' ,,, nDi,nw ,., ,D,., 'O - l 
1 .'DD "TnK 

.,,., ,., llnn Oj'no,, "'•K"\ll 
(K j : 1D • .,D~ ) Qj' n,.,., tlD1,n 

2otl7 1' tl D7l JW 17 ,Dl7 
.O'Dw~• Otl'~K7 "TnK l7 

'K - 7K,W' nlDD 7j7 ,.,K tlDD7 ,7K 
( "T :K7 ' "Tel) Kls7 in7en 

3. tll'l ,,,. ' l J"T'W ,Dl7 ' J -tll tl' 17 O'P' 'lDj 1l,pD Klll 
( 1D : n' . ,l., ) llJD• n ,,.,K ,,.,.,K 

41# A word is formed by taking the firs t and last Letters of 

a verse . For example, the first and las~ letters of Dt . 6:4: JDW 

1ntt ,,,.,, ll't17K .,,., .. '1K,•' spell "T• "demon. " When one r ecites 

the Sh •ma with devotion ( 

Similarly: 

., l 1 i j ) he makes the demons flee. 4 

tlD•n l .,,l,Kl D'DWtl ll'TKn 
(K: l7 . , l,) ·'D ,,DK T,R., 

41 .l# A number is formed by takL,g the numerical equivalent 

of the fi rst and ~st letters of a verse. For example, in Dt. 7:14: 

t he numerical value of t he first and last letters equals 22 (2 +20), 

which signifies the Torah which is written by m°-anS of the 22 letters 

of the alphabet . 

1c f . Mishnah Terumot 4:3 . 

2cE . Yevamot 6la . 

j r,f . Rosh Hasbonah 2lb. 

4c f . Berahot Sa. 



41.2# nie first and last letters of a verse are put together 

to fonn a word . 'Ule numerical equivalent of the two letters equals 

the number of words in t he verse from which the letters are taken. 

Moreover, that word r eminds us of another verse which begins with 

t he same word. For e xample in the verse 

the first and last 

lette.r s spell iac wh i ch equals 21 (1+ 20) wh ich equ.als t he number 

1 of words in t he verse. W~ ar e moreover r eminded of Psal ms 73:1 

... and t he word ;p :tac 

(Ex. 3: 14 ) t he numerical equivalent of wh i ch is also 21 (1+ 5+10 + S). 2 

42 '"1~ number of letters in a verse is counted . For example, 

t here are 15 letters . 'nlis 

3 suggests , says Asher, t he number of year s th3t Jacob saw Abraham, 

and i s the number der i ved by adding t he 3 Patriarchs to the 12 

. 4 tri.bes. 

1For additional examples in which t he number of wor ds in a verse 
is counted see methods 44 , 7 2, 73 , 73 .1, 74, and 96. 

2For additional examples in which 
30, 56, and 68 . 

3c f . Seder Ol am, chapter 1. 

is used see ~ethods 

4cf. Numbers Rabbah 80:13 . For ot her examples in wh ich the number 
of letters i n a verse is counted see methods 22. 1, 24.2, 42 , 72. l , 
73 , and 89 . 
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43 u TI.e entire alphabet is i n a verse. For example, in Ex . 

16: J 6 : 

.1npn ,,~~~ ,.~, V'K D~'8VDl ,DOD n?2?2? 

"thi s is the thing whi ch the Lord hath commanded : Gather ye of it 

every man according to hi s eating ••• , " the entire alphabet i s 

found. Since the Torah is canposed of the 22 letters of the a l pha-

bet , one who fu l f ills the Torah is as one who eats manna. Accordingly, 

~od will sustain one who studies Torah as he did to those who ate 

l the manna . 

44" The f irst and l ast letters of 2 consecuti ve verses are 

t he same. Tiley are assigned t heir numerical equivalents and added 

t ogether. This number is equal to the number of words in t he 2 verses. 

ear.h ver se begins and ends ~ith a~· Th e 4 ~ are assigned 

t heir numer ical equivalents and added t ogether: ~ =6; 4x6=24. 

This all udes to t he 24 limbs that a slave can lose and t hereby 

acquire hi s freedom . 2 

1c f . Mehilta . For ot her examples in which the presence of t he 
entire alphabet in a verse or section i s employed in t he exegesis , see 
methods 53 and 99 . 3 . 

2c f . Kiddushin 79a . For additional examples in whir"t t he :rnmber 
of words in a vers~ is CQUnted see met hods 41. 2, 72,1, 73, 73.1, 74, llDd 96. 
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'nlere are, moreover, 24 words in these 2 verses . If one adds 

to these 24 words and , which are the technical 

"shorthand" terms for the l oss of limbs by a slave, we get 26 . 'nlis 

is reminis cent of Gen. 9:25- 26 & 

which a1so have ~ a t the beg inning and end of each verse and, in 

add ition, have 26 words . These verses relate to t he servitude of 

thP. Canaanites . 

45# 'l\lo verses are comps~ed by rearranging t he l e tters of a 

wor d from t he second verse t o fo rm a wor d t hat is found in t he first 

verse . For example Num. 14: 4: "Let us make a captainl ( wa<i) 

is compared t o Ex. 32: 1: " ••• make us a God who shall go before us . " 

The letters o f iw~ "whc" are r earranged for form ll'K"I "captain." 

'lllerefore , just as th e Ex. inciden t happened aft e r 40 days2 s o the 

Num. incident happened aft er 40 days . 

4 6# The number of let ters in a section is counted and r e l a t ed to 

an .. ad jacf:nt vers' • For exrunple, in the section Num. l 0: 35- 36, which 

is encl osed !)y illverted ~· ther e are 85 letters . Any section of 

Scripture which cont ains , as this one, 85 letters , is to be saved from 

fi re
3 

r e calling t he next verse :" ••• and t he fire of the Lord burnt among 

t hem. " (Num. 11: 1 ) 

l cr. Rasb i on this ver se and SanhedrLn 107a . 

2 
Cf . Ex. 24: 18. For ot her examples of anagrams see methods 3, 11 . 2, 

20. 1- 6, ~q . 1, 84.1, and 85(f) . 

Jc_ r . Shabbat 115b. 
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1'711 ?Vo acljacat worcle are ue1'Dacl tb•lr a-.rlcal eqwlftlata 

ad •1 tlpl W by tb• ambar of ttMa tb•y _.. foancl tos•tber la a 

MCtlaa. For .xmple, th• word• l l Dil :uc 

,, ,, 
"father of a 

(Gen. 12-11>.1 

'l'belr ..-rt.cal equiftl•t la lOfl.x.2 •208 (1+2) + (S+ft.Ot-6+50) 1: 2. 

Tbla la equl to th• mmerlcal equlftlat of 

(10+90+8+100 •208.) 

npJ" "1.-c." 

48* 'l'be flret l•tter of the flret word of uch wr• lA a 

eectlon le ualgned lt1 .-rlc.al equbal•t. In ~cob'• bl ... lng to 

Dma ln Gen.. 49: 16-18 tb• flrat letter• of tbe flnt vorcll of 

tb• ftr'M _.. f 1 1 ":i., ., " n1v'7 • Tbelr ccmblmd ..-rl.cal 

eqai.alut la ,.. (4+10+30). 2 'Ible mmber 11 equl to tbe ..-rl.cal 

eqalftlat of tba word ., , ., ::> "u Jllnold •• .3 

Ill aotber en11pl•, Joeepb'• blu1bg to tile trlbu lA ~. '9: 

3·27, tba flnt lettar, after each t ribal ..- bl a MCtlon le uelgaed 

lta mmarlcal equ.alent &Dd tb& tut letter of the bluelng la 

aa1f.ped lt1 n•u-lcAl eqalftlat. 

la.. 17: 4 : l 1 Dil :u<'? 
n~lcal eqa.l.Yalent. 

4 

2por additional exapt .. ln vblch tbe flrat letters of vorda are 
a11lgned tbelr •-rte.al equl•alenta and added together ... -. 34 and 56. 

3Gen. 49: 16: "Dan ehall 1~• bll people u OQe of tbe trlbu of 
Ierul." Raehl lntarpreta 'fn l( "•• one" to ..a tbe "9oet dletlngul.abed" 
trf.be. 'Ible then refera to Dnld who le frc. tb• trlba of Jada!&. 

4Por addltloul umplu ln which th• flnal latter• of vord8 are 
u1~ tbelr ~deal equbalenta ad added together ... •tboda 32, 
55, tllld 56. 



7L1 .• 

5 :::: n?y 2 :::: , ... , :;.')!} J::!Ht"l 

30 :::: 'fK"lW" l. • • 1 = D'n~ .,, 'n 7 l Y?JV 

2 :::: :l?n:o ••• 1 :::: ;rn~ i1'1,i1" 

50 - 1 i,, ... 30 = i:pn7 1 7 'i ;i T 

L~ = i::iy ••• 8 ::: ,2:1n i :rnnu" 

5 - l1ii1"··. 10 :::: pi" 7i 

2' ::: :lpy ••• 3 :::: '11'1.l 'll 

20 ::::: 
.,, 1.:1 ••• 300 ·- il .l YJW 1VJKl.:l 

200 :::: I.row ••• l. :::: i17"t\ .,7nill 

6 ::: 1 'I nK • •. 2 .. 7 :J 90,., 

30 :::: 7?w 7 "" :lKT 7 'r.i., l ::i __ ,,, .... 
~-·-

354 365 

There are 354 days in the lunar year and 365 days in the solar yearo 

49•1 A word is formed by taking the first and last letters of 

a "section. 111 For example, the '!'en Commandments (Ex. 20: 2-~14) 

begins with an ~~ in the word ., :::i:iR and ends with a~ in the 

word 1Y, ;c. Th is spells 1K which is reminiscent of the first 

word 'in Ps. 73:1 ••• ?Kiu7"? ::21~ 1~ 

1Asher applies the term "section" tp any portion of a. text which 
d:i.scusses the same topi.c. This "section" may extend in size from a 
Portion of text bracketed by a .E!;.~ or .!t':!l~ to a chapter or 
more., We use the term "section" to describe this textual unit. 

',''I 

II 



50# In a group of rela t ed names in a section some lett ers 

are absent. For exam,le, in t he names of the tribes (Gen. 49: 1-27) 

enumerated in Jacob 's bl ess ing, the letters ~. gof , and tsade 

1 are absent . J acob wanted to reveal what would befall the tribes 

i n t he end ( TP ) of days; but since the letters ' of and tsade 

were not in their names 2 he t hough t that ther e was some sin, n 

standing for , but was reassured when he could not find 

the letter chet among their names.3 

51 ~ In a gr oup of related names i n a section, a letter is 

found to be present in only one of the names and t herefore singled 

out for attention. For example in the names of t he 12 tribes , the 

I 
sons of J acob, the letter o occurs only in the name 

Si nce o and w are sometimes i nterchangeable in Hebrew words , 

75. 

l ,.,;n!>J ,?, tl'n :H 1 1:>'711" ,il,1:l" 1 '1" t711'0'7 .l:lHC"l 

• l"O " l:l ,,Dl ' 1 "1'7N ,,l 
For another example i n which t he absence of a l e tter from a name i s 
used in the exegesis see method 2. 3. 

2 
Cf . voma 73b. 

3 
!bid. Similarl y in Num . 23:21: :lK"l-X; l :lPY":l l H< tP:lil tc ; 

.l:l ,,0 ny1"1n1 lOY l":l"K ill:l' ' K"l'7":l ,~, 
Balaam saw no evil in Jacob because the lette r chet ( i . e. Xt>n "sin") 
is not found in t he names of the tribes . For c ther""examples in wh i ch 
homonyms ar e empl oyed in t he exegesis see met hods 13 .1, 21, 22 . 3 , 30, 
39 , 57.1 , 60, 76 , 85, 91, 99 . 2 and 100. 
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Asher regards the o as a clue for l t:iv "tempter ~· and explains 

that t he t empter or Bsau is Joseph . Similarly , the letter 9 i s 

found only in t he name l l YZ>t 1 means ''eye" and is reminiscent 

of Job 24:15: "the eye. of the adulterer waits of t he. ~ilightt•The 

adulterer referred t o is a descendent of Simeon whose adul t ery 

is described in Num. 24:6 and 25:14. 

52~ All the l ette rs of the alphabet except one are found in 

a sect i on. 

(1) 'Ille missing letter i~ assigned its n\Dllerical equivalent. 

For example , in the section Dt . 27:1- 9, which describes t he cr ossing 

of the J ordan , the letter sameh is absent. The children of Israel 

are said t o have traveled 60 (~ =60) miles ( 

·a they erected the stones. (Cf . Dt . 27:5) 

P '" t> ) before 

(2) 'Ille missing letter i s t he fir st l et ter of a word which 

is ehe basis of t he exegesis. For example, in t he section Ex . 25 :31-40 

which desc~ibes the menorah , there is no ~· Also in the Creation 

Story of Geu . l : 1 - 2 1 there is no~· The absence of the~ 

suggests the ~use.nee of "Sa t an" since samet. and sh i n can be 

substituted for each other . Por where t here is ligh t (suggested by 

the menor ah and creation ) meither Satan nor a demon can rule . Asher 

cites r roverbs 6:23: " t he commandment is a lamp and its teaching is a 

light" , sa)•ing t hat t he mouth of Satan is closed ( onl O ) from vilifying. 

lpor other exapl•• in vb1cb th• ~ or th• lutar la th• bula for 
ea.gad.a, ... •thod• 2.1, 7,4, 7, 6, 10.1, 37 and 40, 

2ct !2$!!!, 33b, Saphedrta 416&. 



In the sec't.ion of bleissings (Lev. 26: 3 ... 13) and .Jacob's blessing 

to Esau (Gen. 27:2s ... g9) there are 2 letters missing: ~9.ll and the 

final .P..~.· The ~b. is for 1 tHO "Satan" and the final .E.~ for 

'9~ (terms for anger) indicati.ng the absenct~ 

of these negat:i.ve quaHti.es fr.om the blessings. 1 

53# The entire. alphabet :i.s found in a secti.on. For example, 

the entire alphabet is found i.n Dt,. 33:20 ... 21,. Moses' blessing of Gad,. 

Moses fulfilled all the Torah, which is composed of the 22 letters of 

the alphabet; he is buried in the territory of Gad; since Gad is the 

stibject of Moses' blessing that contains the 22 letters. 

Similarly, Moses' blessing of ~Toseph :i.n. Dt. 33: 13-18 contains the 

en.tire alphabet,. Joseph's casket was carried with the Ark because 

Joseph fulfilled the Torah,. 3 

1 ,, 
·Joshua Trachtenberg in ~~~lliL§.lli'.!:!§J:~ says: I 

may also mention the mala.che kabbala "angels (or demons) of destnuct:f,on" 
who made their initialappearanC'e'"In the 1'almud, and who were not 
absent from the medieval seem~ .. Their names end with the letter ~' 
w,r are informed,. The fact that the t:i.tles of the da:i.ly synagogue 
services, the eighteen benedictions, the prayer ~ . ...2!:,9 and the 
grace after meals do not contain this lett(-~r, was cited as proof 
that prayers serve as a protective agent from these destroying 
angeJ;s ;· (p,. 28) 

2cf 111 Sifre and Rashi on this verse., 

3 
Cfo Sotah 13a. For. other examples in wh:i.ch the presence of the 

enti.re alphf.ib;:f' in a verse or section is used in the exegesis see 
methods 43 and 99.3. 

I I 

'I 
I i• , I', 

';' 

i ' 
I 

1, 
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54 · Derived fonn-; of the same r oot are found in 2 similar 

~ses. ntese words are compared; t he letters which are different 

are assigned t heir numerical equivalents. For example , the daily 

sacrificial offering is constituted, among other things , of a 

"tenth part of .-in cphah• •• mingled \o.•ith th~ fourth part of a hin 

of beaten oil" (Sx. 29:40; Num. 28:5 ) . In t he Rxodus verse " tenth" 

is written t ,Wl> 1 and in t he Num. verse 

differing letters yod and ~ are assigned their numerical equiva lents 

of 10 and 400 ( =41 0) . 'nlis, says Asher , is reminiscent to t he 410 

years the fir s t Temple existed. Similarly, "mingled" in t he Bxodus 

verse i s written ? \ ?:i and ii?\ ?:i in t he Numbers verse. 'nle 

"extra" be ( =5 2 a lludes t o t he 5 kinds of meal of ferings1 which 

2 at ones for t he s oul which has 5 names . 

Additional examples: 

( K':l? 'io:i ) l' O i:iio:i ( K' : Tb niow )" 'l'O ,:l,D:l 
. ,~:l ~WD ~~~ D'D' 7«'0 .n1i2i~ niwp illJ ', \? ,oin>~ 

( i :J n i ~• ) n l\ Dn ? J 1 ( nJ:n ',:ii ) :JJ1Dn ?J ~on 
n~J:in , :ia:i:i ?j n'J:ln ,:i:ip> \ K ,JT n ' J:in : o, i :ii , , il l J 

( n '-TC : i ' i:ii) .:i~i ? J " ' l :ln ,WDl, ?J " ' J:ln , i \DJ ?J 

O'D:l~ ' :i v ( l:K 11n;p ) Dlpl> ?J (i:>:,, ,,:ii) Olpl)il ?J 
.}>.l:I' • 'i\:J K? 

1 t' P'P, , :JDKD ,nwniD , n 2nD , :i? 1o:i nn >D 

2
Ge.nesis Rabbah ~ : 11 . 

3J oshua 18: 2: "And t here remained among t he children of Israel 7 
tribes which bad rot yet r aceived t heir tnheritance" Rashi: Reuben , Gad, 
and the half tribe of Manassah received t heir share in the days of Moses 
a r. ross the Jordan. In the land of canaan Judah and Ephram already were 
assigned their inheritance . For other examples in wh i ch simil ar verses 
are cC'IIlpar e<i see methods 54 . 1, 64. 3 , 64 .LL, 80, 81 and 82. 



79., 

51.J.,, 1 ti In a related example the letters which are different 

are assigned their numer.ical equivalents and subtractedo The. result 

is the basis for. the exegesis., For example• Num .. 10: lt.i.-17 lists the 

leader of each tribe as they set forth from the wilderness of Sinai,, 

In each one the word 

tribe of Judah which has 

yo l fse.t forward" is found except for. the 

:vc'i (Num .. 10:1L~) .. The~ is assigned 

its numerical equ:i.valent of 50 and the yod its numerical equi.va1Emt -· 
of 10; the difference being; 50 ... 10 or 40,, 1'h:i.s, says Asher, alludes 

to the 40 years in the desert in which the bones of: Judah were 

• d • 1 · nf • l carr.1.e. i.n t 1e coil! ~in,, 

55# Th(~ la.st letters of the first words of e.ach book of the 

'.rorah are assi.gned their numeri.cal equivalents and added together. 

(5=) il'?lt (200=) "l::i.,,, 
'Uie total ( 611) is equal to the numerical equivalent of 

00+200+1+t~OO) and alludes to Ps. Ul: 10: "The feat' of the Lord is 

the begi1ming of wisdom 8 ,.., 
112 

1cf. Makkot llb. For other example.s in which simHar verses are 
compared seetne'thods 54, 6L~.3 t 6L~.4, 80, 81, and 82 0 

2cf .. Numbers Rabbah 18: 17 .. Por additional examples 1.n which the 
f:i.nal le.tterso~re assigned their numerical equivalents and 
added together see methods .32, 48; and 56.., 

rd 



so. 

56# The first letters of the first words of each book of the 

Tor ah are ass i gned their numerical equivalents and added together . 

The l ast letters of the last words of each book of the Torah are 

assigned t heir numerical equivalent s and added t ogether. 1 nie first 

and last lett~rs with t heir numerical equivalents are: 

40 OiP JOZ> ••• il'nc 1 6 

10 "l'O ••• tc ,p''1 6 

6 in,,, •. ,:l,,, 6 

_.2Q_ ?tt,W' ••• i1'1K l 
126 21 

The sum of the first letters (21) is equal to "I am" 

(Ex. 35:1) (1 +5+10+5 =21); 2 t he sum of the last letters (126) equal s 

:n i l ':i .,K Ki i1 "This is ou:- God (5+6+1)+ (1 +30+5+lo+5o+6 ) + 

{7+5) =126) • These two sums are reminiscent of Is. 41:4: "I , the 

Lor d am the first, and with the last aa: the same. " 

1For additional examples in which the f inal letters of words are 
assigned their numerical equivalents and added together see methods 32, 
48 , and 55. And for additional exampl es in which the first letters of 
words are assigned t heir numerical equivalents and added together see 
methods 34 and 48 . 

2For other examples in which 
30, 41 . 2, a.nd 68 . 

is used , see methods 
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571 A word is writter. defectively ( .,on ). Asher interprets 

the defectiveness of the word. For example, in Gen. 1 :l4: " let there 

be 1 ights~· n,ttZI "lights" i s written defectively without ~· 

'This alludes to t he fact t hat only t he sun and not the moon actua lly 

. .gh 1 1$1.Ves 11 t. 

Additional examples: 

,,,x 1l'KW ,zii? lll, ; 1 ,on 
,,ZI •j '2Pl nll,n? 

• 17 lYZIW ' 

0?19l O'ZI' nj•,K3 1 '~~ ,·, ,~n 
.ntn 

19ZI? 1ZIK TI Kl 1'~K-nK ,lj 
{l•:j ni 1.>w ) ll~,~ · 

Two wor ds which sound a l most a like are defective. The "missing 

lettet"" is assigned. its numerical equivalent. For example in Num. 11 : 11, 

God says to Moses , ''Why have t n ot found favot" in t hy sight?" 

"t found" is written defecti• e l y without an alef. This is ccmpar ed 

to Job 1: 21: Naked cam::. I out of my mot her• s wcmb ••• " , n:s • 

"came I" is a l so written de f ectively without an~ and sounds like 

• nx1.> • ~ (=l) alludes t o the 1 God to whocn Hoses said , "If I 

have not f ound favot" i n Thy s ight , why did I come out of my mother 's 

womb ?" 

1c f . Fesikta Rabbat: sec . 15. 

2c f . Exodus Rabbah 3 :11. 

3c f . Kiddushin 39b. 
c r eated ~ith a ~. Just 
the yod of f , j ,K 1 

4cf . Shabbat 2Zb. 

Itur Bikut"im ( n . 43)) says t he worl d to come is 
as t he wot"l d t o come is hidden from u s s o is 
• Cf . Menahot 29b . 
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s1.1 ~ A wcrd is written defectively ( ,on ) making it possible 

for a word play. For example, in Gen. 37:16 Joseph asks of his 

brethren: " ••• where they are feed ing the flock. " 

the flock" is written 1.:ithout a vav and can be read "evil:,' 

Tilis is an nllusion to the days of the evil King Jeroboam who began 

to rule in Shechem, 1 the same place ~here the flock was feeding. 2 

Additional example6: 

llT b "alb '"Yw ( :iJ ":> ;'l'J 'ip ) io n J'n:> ( 1 "1:~b ,~,J ) :iJ":> 
.'nl?J a:iw o:i,niwJ 

flTD p~ob :i .. :iw ~,,l ~'w" Kl:l .ion J'n:> 
.i:>w•'" 

3-.;vPJ T''ll .t>:l i'"'"'P , ":>J ni:>vnpb :i"1:> :io 
.a'i!>o ,":>J 1:>w 1iZ> np;i" ,,,~ c:>n ,, oi,n "jf( 

11,, l "v , n :>i'' 
(~':OD 

1

KiJ) 

n1ow) i:a,, i n?J~ 
\ n':tc"1 

SS# A word is a pali ndrome , i . e . it is read the same backward 

as forwRrd . For example, in Ex. 30 .42 the word 1 l n l i "then shal 1 

t hey g ive... is t he same read forward and backwar~. 'nlis means , says 

Asher , that whatever a man gives t o charity will eventual ly be returned 

l Kings 12: 25 

2~n. 37: 12. 

3cf. Exodus Rabbah 41 : 6 . For other examples in which homonyms are 
employed in t he exegesis see methods 13.l , 21 , 22 . 3 , 38, 39 so, 57 . 1, 
60, 76, as, 91, 99. 2, and 100. 



to him and he will not ever l ack because of his giving charity. 1 

59-1 ,\ new word is formed by reading a word backwards. 

According t o t radition each of the 3 Priestl y .Benedi ct i ons is 

ass igned t o a Patriarch ; the second benediction is given to Iaaac: , 2 

the second Patriarch. The first word of th i s benediction .,~ ' 

read backwards is for Isaac ' s ascent to the altar con-

stituted proof i . e . of l oyalty t o God . 

60 Exact homon)'tllS or semi- homonyms (words close in soun1) 

are employed for exegesi~ . n> (Gen. 6:9) for example, can mean 

"comfort . ,.J In Gen 28: 16: "And Jacob awakened out of his s leep, " 

l nlwbb "his sleep" suggests 

t hat Jacob meditated on Torah~ 

:"lli1l> ' 'Mishna'' indicating 

onnD;i ''the night hawk" 

(Lev. 11:16) is so n~med because it doe~ violence ocn • 5 

1ce. Tur Yorah Deah n . 247 . Itur Bikurim ( n. 511) says t hat t here 
is also an-aflUS'iOii het=e t o the 2 givings of she~els for lsrzel and 
for Haman . He quot es Megillah l3b : "It i s well known beforehand to 
nim at whose word the i.torld came into being t hat Haman would one day 
pay shekels for the destruction of !srael . " Therefore , God made the 
s!lekel s for L rael come before the shekels of Ham.au . 

2cf . Asher's proof of th i s in method 73. 

l c f . Genesis Rabbah 84:8. 

4 i bid. 69: s. 
5Cf. Ibn Ezra on this ver se. For other examples in whi ch hocnonyms 

are empl oyed i n t he exeges i s see methods 13. 1 , 20. 3 , 21, 22 . 3 , 38, 39 , 
so, 57 . 1, 76, 85 , 91 , 99. 2, and 100. 



Addi.ti.on.al examples: 

,1n?? 7K,W' ?:i::i i~iD'W (':l7 ',:ii) ~P''' 1'tlgW?'.) ,,,, 
• ii, in 

84 .. 

· 61 A word is singled out in a verse; this word :i.s contrasted 

with a synonomous word or expression wh:i.ch does not a.ppe.ar.., For 

example, Abraham tells hi.s servant Eliezer to find a wife.,for his son 

Isaac., Eliezer. is to go "to my kindred"( 'nnnvn.H.:i ) (Gen. 2L~:41),. 

Abraham did not say "'::ltt n"'J. 7K ("to the house of my father"); 

for if you do not find him a wife from the house of my fathe:es, go 

to the house of my mother. 1 

Additional examples: 

ci?w l,~K tt?i (i:t>:l rK,J.) 017W ,,~K"'i 17 Ol?Wil on? ,~K'l 
.(K:l!tl il'Ylli') .O'YW,, 'i17K ,~K oi?w 7'K ,:i ,,, 

(n~:i:i ri~::i) .i:i,i? 17il Dli 'P1pn7 ::J.W'1 17'1 oy?::.i Cp'l 
.oli'P.).7 ,,.,, i:iii?:l ,,t>llli (ay?::.i?) i:i,,1 i?n "'l~K K7i 

17 il'il ,,?:lK'1 (n:i:J.7 r,n::J.) ilWD 7K 7::iiK, 'l::ll il-'l::l ,DK'i 
.o?i:i ''J.VJ. ,J.,, DilJ.W ?iiln tt?K ,?'.),, 

I i 
"' ,, ' 

I I 

I :I' I 

'I: 

I 
I 

I 
I' 



as. 

62 A word or phrase is singled out and is explained by a word 

association. For example, Ex. 19: 6 states: "And ye shall be unto Me 

a kingdan of priests • • • '' I f t he C'hildren of Israel had been worthy, 

says Asher, all of them would have become High Priests and not just 

Aar on and hia see.d.
1 

ait in the future all of Israel will indeed be 

priests for it says in Isaiah 61: 6 "Ye shall be named the priests of 

the Lord . • • " 

In another example, Lev. 1:11 states i n reference to the sacri

fices: "And he shall kill it on t he s .1..de of the a l tar northward •• • " 

Th is is t o defend against Jer . l: 4: " ••• out of the north t he evil 

shal 1 break forth . " 

COC1111enting on Dt. 1:16: "And I charged vour j udges at that 

time saying . . . .. Asher s ays that "at that time" r efers to each 

j udge in his ger.eration for be is as Moses was in his generation. 2 

1
c f . ~· 

2cf. Rosh Hashona 2s· . 



Additional examples: 

,,,, ,n1wn ,~ :l'n~, 01WD (K:T~ ~Kil) nKiD 1'l'Y l'n~n1 
iM1'1!1 np? K1i11 (t?":Tt? 1 'i:>.i) 

.iwyr.> 

i1J'~W ,~?y niwn OKW ,, 1D1? (1:1 ~iDl) K:l' N:? nD W~l ,, 

K1MW 11DK~ K?w 11Tl nr.>nD 
.t:PnDil ?K 'Q:l11, 

0Wi1 nWlip ~y OD~Y 110DW (n:K? 'iDl) 7K1W' ~D?KD 110D'1 
• ?l:\iW" n?~n? 

63 · A number is singled out in a verse an.d is utilized to 

explain an adjacent verse .. For example, Dto ~6: J.6 "'rh~ee. times a 

year ••• •f the number 3 is used to explain the mf~aning of "JUdges 

and offfoers shall. thou make thee ... " (Dt., 16: 18 ) 0 "Judges", says 

Asher., refers to the Sanhedrin which meets at thr(~e places; the 

Temple Mount, the Temple Court, and the Chamber of Hewn Stone.
4 

It is also reminiscent of the 3 rows of scholars who sit before the 

Sanhedr:t.n0
5 

IC f • !,~J~h UlE-_! 0 

2ibid. --· 
3

cf., fil..f~.o 
1.J.cf • Mishnah Sanhedrin L~: 4 0 
~--~--

, Ii 
'111, I, ,, 

,, J 
I 

,, 

I ! 

.• • 1, 

i I 

:'1.1_~ 
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A number stated in one verse is related to t he following 

verse. Tile numerical equivalent of a word in a th ird ver se is equal 

to t hat number . That number is then assigned its letter equivalent 

whose position in t he alphabet adds exegesis to t he verses . For 

example, Dt . 8:4: ''Thy rainment did wax not old upon thee ••• these 

40 years. " is followed by "And thou shalt consider in thy heart •• • " 

Tilerefore 40 is th~ age for understanding. 1 Further proof is taken 

from Is. 6: 10: " • •• understanding with their heart" 111e numerical 

equivalent of i:i :i'1 "their heart" i s equal t o 40 (30...-l- ~6). 

~urthermore, t he letter ~ which equals 40 is in t he middle of the 

2 
al phabet as the heart is in t he middl e of the body. 

63 . 2# A number is s ingled out in a verse; it is related to 

the same number occuring in another verse . For example, in Gen 33:3: 

Jacob met Esau and "bowed himself to the ground 7 times . " This is 

reminiscent of Proverbs 24:16 : " • •• a righ teou5 man fatlet h 7 times 

and rise th up again " •• •• and Proverbs 26: 25: "For t here are 7 

abominations in h is heart." 

63 . 3 A number is singled out in a verse; its occurence is 

explained by reference t o t he occurcnce of that number in another 

context. For example, in lev. 12:2: "If a woman be delivered, and 

bear a male, then she shall be unclean 7 de>ys ••• " The 7 also refers 

to the 7 days of mourning for j ust as one canes into the world , so 

he leaves. 

l Cf . ~ 5:21 . 

2see also method 7. 3 in which t he position of a letter in t he 
alphabet is used in t he exegesis. 
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Additional examples: 

l'KW1lW O',l" ' lW 11)j ( n, : nj nillw ) O'l, j O,lW "'WYl 
.n,in ,,l,l Q\ln1l1 

?"jln ni?tlln 'y .l"'Tlj (:i :n ·,Ill) ni,ln nY:lll7 
• o":s111 

nDn?o 1WYV7 :1PY'1 o~,lK "'T.llj \ l!' .,Ill ) n1,:s1:sn ,n~ ,., ~WY 
.o•n:sli 

~4 Attention is drawn to certain words whose occurence in a 

verse is assigned specific rhetorical functions. (1) The words P, r 1K 

and ~DK are said to possess limiting functions. 

( 2) The words nK .and 1K are assigned the quality of inclusion. 

( ) lK limits t he topic being considered. For 

Example, in Ex. 31:1J: "Verily ( 1K ) ye s hall keep My Sabbaths•••" 

t he word 1K suggests t hat there are times when one cannot keep 

the Sabbath, such as when saving A 

building attack bulwark~ against a 

1 
Cf . ~ 8Sb. 

2cf . Tosefta Shabbat 16:13. 

3 
r,f . Sh abbat 19a . 

lif e.
1 

• 3 c i.ty . 

offe=ing sacrifices ,
2 

or 



Additional examples: 

,DjQ ll' Kl U'lW., ,gjCW 
. O'lW Ol'KW'1 

'1K,W' '1'1p., n~, , OK .,lj' 
.,K,W' ,,l., nJ,, OK lK onoy 
.p;n :1M "" " .n101Kn ,,l, 

2 . nlJnOl l'l'' " ll'KW nKl ' l~n nK .,jK' ,.Kj 1K 
\ lj : l• ~ ,l~ ) "'Kn 

89 . 

In Gen. 7 : 23 : n l 1" ,at.,, l " ••• and Noah only was left • • • " 

1K is used afte r the wor d , KW' l which is also said t o have 

l i mit!ng properties . 11le principle applied in t h is case is t hat 

limitatiGn after limitation inc ludes rather t han excludes; the 

first limitation i s and t he second one is 1K . 
11lere fore Noah ' s s urvival included also th e survival of Og t he giant 

who still r emained alive through the flood . 3 

a lso has a limiting (unct i on. After t he conquest 

of Si hon, thP. Israelitt say: "Only the cattle we took for a prey • •• " 

OI>t. 2:3 5) p, "only" s uggests t hat t he fat ones were excluded 

to be offered as sacrifices . 

l c f . Shavuot 73b . 

2
c f . Hullin l30a and Rashi there . 

3ce. Zebahim ll3bl 



Additional exmapl .. : 

O'l<~jlO Ytl O'V,1' Ol'KW 
.o;i~ ICJ\'jl noii 

oni~1< · l", W' on '?V o~w 
2 1WP n1< ~;'IK pnX' ,Y,l< no::i 

.nin'o 'j,, ninol 101< ::ipY' 

;; '\ . •II 

n1n ,,,~;i ,,~;i 71::il1 Djn -oy ,, 
( 1: , ·,::i,) 

on11< n::in1<? n,,n, A•" 1'"~-~ pi 
{ iti:" ·,::i,) 

ai.o bu a Ual.tlng functlcm. Por eample, 1D 

d .. cribbg tb• requlrwnu of the •bal!ah "th• ,.ar of rel .... " 

ot. 15:3-4 NY•="•••••uoeftl' of thlna le vldi thy brother thy 

band eball re lea ... Howbeit ••• " 0!>1< "bOllbalt" Uaiu th• 

reqol~ta of nl.... for a loan MCurec! by a pledge doe• not 

fall wlt:bln th• tu. of th• .... ltabe? 

n1< la lncludn and can lnclud• thing• 1lot 

e1>9clflcally -tloaad ln tb• nrM. Por exaple, In 1'•• 21: 6: 

"Aact th• Lord Mnt tle.ry .. q,ent• t nic ) -oes th• peopt••••" 

:i1< tell• u that doge ad vlld uiaat. ver. aho eant ln thle ,. 
plaa-. 

let. T!DbJ!I& Hgkat 7. 

2cf. Lt!itlsga Rablp!h S6:4. 

3Mltbw Sb.ayU.t 10: s. 

"ct. l!mbtr• !fbbtb 19:12. 



Additlooal --plu: 

.1?w P'n;i ,nKl ,nK ;J; :1':1w : b7 ni ow ) ···Y'~nK ••• nl nJ;i nK 
(7 ,D 

K'~\w ,o,; , ,~, K'Wl l~,p~ 

Oi• 7 J~W • g7 ,7l,~ JDW l~,p 
iln~w K:1 • K7l , n ~o1~g 7 J l~ 

.op ,, ,~, 

,,~, 7 ~o , nK 7D> K7 'J n1~,; 

:17K nK ,OK K7 ;i7 ~p~i ~l~ 
• ;i;;p;n 

In aaother ezmmple 

In c~rlng 2 '\lereH ve find that in reepect to tbe bard ( ,,~ ) tbe 

"l•11ne of b&Dde" u te.r.d , , ' l DD l (t... ls 2) bat in nspect 

to the •beep and goate it u te~ ,,. nl\ 1001 ci.. •• lsl3). 

'lba rueon giftll by A'llber 1a tbat tis• bard udaal u 8trOQg and can 

vitbetalld the " la)'lng ot band•" tmd tbu oae can parfora tbu action 

vith all ona1 ecrengtb il but th• eb .. p and goate are weak and eo 

oee cmmot a• all bu etragth. 'l'barafora bl ru119Ct to tba ebeap 

and goate lt u written nK to prori.de u with tba additlooal 

lntomaUoa that th ... e!aale are weak. 4 

lcr. lladga 7a. 

2cr. Tagbw R'ab 4. 
:! ,... 

" "• 1:fbgbla 33a. 

ltror otbar euaplu lD which elaUar wnu are caapared • • 
•thod• 54, 54.1, 64.4, 80, 81, and 82. 
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'nae inclusive qua l ity of n~ is also seen in its 

being used to add 1 to t he apparent numer i cal equivalent of an ad--

jacent word . Por example, in Dt. 26: 17: "Thou 

hast affirmed the Lord ••• " :ll :l ' is abbreviated il (for ow:i 

"the Name") and assigned its numerical equival ent of 5. The word me 

adds 1 more making the total 5 1 or 6. Tit i s , says Asher, al l udes to 
1 

t he 6 orders of the Mishnah . 

64. 51 The particle '~ i s also inclusive. Comparing the 

terminology used for sacr ifices, we find it is written about large 

herd animals il:lp l DK ,:n DK "whether mal e or female" (Lev. 3:1). 

~t with respect to sheep and goats it is written 

''male or female. " 

2 
who are 13 months old. 

incl udes the sacrificing of young animals 

6511 The Hasoretic text has a 2esik after a word , which Asher 

explains as a pause. For exRmple in Num. 3:38: l=>WZ>;i 'lD., D'Jn:ii 

"And those that were to pi t ch before the ta0ernacle eastward , before 

the tent of meeting toward t he sunrising were Moses, and Aaron and 

his sons ... " , the pesik between ~oses'' and "and Aaron and his sons ... ' , 

is explained by Asher as being a pause. Moses was in one place alone 

and Aaron and his sons were in another place a l one.3 

l niis seems to be t he exegetical method. Asher does not tel l us 
explicitly how how he derives the number 6 . 

2 
Ol7D:i. Cf.Mishnah Parah 1:3. Cf. also method 64 in which 

1t< in one t. pecial case has the quality of inc lusion. For other 
methods i n which similar verses are compared see methods 54, 54.1, 64. 3 , 
80, 81, and 8 2 . 

and 

3
cf . Tamid 26a . Asher does not inte rpret the pesik between ,Y 1 o-?ilK 



93. 

Additional examples: 

(\: ., ' fPl ) Pn I ,on ·qc''n 'lH''nt'n p.,;ia< 'n< ;iwo ,D•Pl 

.;'1,'lln D;'ID npouw K?K D''lK'l 1';'1 D;'I ~KW ,D,, 

1 ( ':t> ',o:i ) c:>; ,,,:i lK WDJ? I lUH > Pn' W'K 1PK 

•f'n'll ,,:l 'J l'Kl ;in,l •'K ,o'KDt>;'I 7:i ' '''" w'W ,, .,c,; 

( l : l , .,:l, ) ,nKr.4 ;'ll ~ ' ll';'l;K ;'11;'1' ,K,W' YDW 
l',;'1 n,D:l n t DY K:l 'lKW ~"Y~l nlJl'D, ;'IZ)j ODK,. D"J• .,D,, 

.,n. ;j;i a"yK O'Dn.,n n,D~ ;'IT OJl 

66# A word is s ingled out for att enti on by the occurence of 

2 different trope/accent mar ks on a single word . For example. in the 

one occur ence of this method which describes the removal of Nadab 

and Abi hu who wer e s truck down by God for ot'fering "strange fi,r e ," 

Mishael and Elzaphan are instructed by Moses in Lev. 10: 4 t o "draw 

near, carry your brethren from before the sanctuary out of the camp. " 

"dr aw near has 2 accents ;
3 

t his shows that Mishael 

and El zaphan did iot go near t hem in t he sactuar y. but ra t her they 

l c f . Pesahim 66b. 

2cf . Mehilta 'iitro 20: 2. 

3 
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stretched out a spear of iron and dragged them outs i de. 1 

67# A word is repeated in a verse; t he apparent re.dundency 

i s the basis 6f the exegesis . For example, in describing what classes 

of people defile a priest, Lev. 21:1 states: "And t he Lord said unto 

Moses: •speak unto the priests t he sons of Aaron, and say unto them: 

There shall nonE:: defile himself for the dead among his people. " Asher 

assigns the 2 words "speak" and "say" 2 meanings. The f irst word is 

interpreted t o mean t hat a priest may not def ile himself on account 

of ot hers ; t he appar ent redundency "says" is interpreted to mean 

that a priest may defile himself on account of a Cl)r pse that has no 

one to bur y it. 2 

1
Itur 13ikurim ( n. 583) says the name of t he 2 accent s are being 

utilized in the explanation. i1v"n is sometimes called iloin 

which resenbles o~,n "shield;" a shield and a spear are weapons 
which are used t o defend oneself. These weapons were their defense so 
as not t o draw near t he sanctuar y. Therefore they dragged ( i'ti il w i l ) 

trem fran the sanctuary. This interpretation relates t o Sifra which 
states that a spear of iron was used t o d~ag the bodies from the 
satQ:uary. Reinetz (p .229~n. 27 ) says the interpretation i s not based 
on t he names of the accents ; but l e f act of the 2 accents shows that 
the 2 d i d not really dr aw near but rather the r e was a distance 
between them and t he dead ones inside. 

2cf. Leviticus Rabbah l6:8 which has the reverse . 
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68 The number of. times a word or derived forms c-f a word is 

found in a verse is counted . For exampl e, the wor d n J is found 3 times 
nJ 

in Gen . &;~~~ D"n.,Kn n M l'O,,~ n'n o•on P',l •'M nl ~ n1,;1n n;M 
.nl ,;nnn 

1llis means , says Asher, that Noah say 3 worlds and saved his 3 sons.1 

Similarly, God's name n"nM is fo.und 3 times in Ex. 3 : 14: 

ni n~ ;M,w• 'l~., , oKn nj ,o,., n'n~ ,.K n'nN nwo-;M D"n?M 

.D j'"K "ln;w corresponding t o the 3 Patriarchs . 2 

!lie 2 wor ds ,., i? "Get t hee'' in Gen . 12:1 are co1mted in 

the same way even though t hey are not the same in meaning; unvocalized 

they appear t he same. !lie double occurence of 1; 1 'J reminds us 

t hat j ust as Abram was told to get out of b i s country by 1? ,., 

so Isr ael was exiled twice. 

Additional examples; 

,wx ~nDwo 11 J J ,, xoj-;y ~~·~ ny,~ 1 1JJD T,K~ 11JJ-;j no 1 
11JJ ,llj 1 1JJ D'DJD l ( n :x • n1ow ) .~on~ llJJ .,j, o,n,n ,nx 

, ,,1 x1nw 71~wnno lJ •x ~ onl 11J J1 .n •~n .,,,l, o~'J 113 J1 lK ? 
.n Dll? 

n?o 0•01~ 'l ( l • :l 'p•1 ) n?~n K?1 n?n~ n?n~ i nn Jo 1~,p-?j1 
4 .n~ ron .,,, w~jn ?11 n?on nlw?l :11nl n?on n101p o 'l~, 01wo 

( n' : T~ ·,~, ) .p,1 09Wo 01n-~K 1 ~9W 1 ••. , ; -7 nn o •,~w1 o•09U7 
.·l~ OllDD ' l ',W 09!Q D'DJD ' l 

l Cf. Tanhuma. 

2Por other examples in which 
methods 30, 41 . 2, and 56. 

3
c f . Rashi on Ex. 1 2: 30. 

4cf. Menahot 2lb . 

5
cf . Sanhedrin 2a. 

is used in the ex~gesis see 



68.1 :t The number of times a word is found in a verse is 

counted . The number of words between each occurence of the word is 

counted and i s found to be the same. For example , in Ex. 12: 2: 

.~lvn ' W1n? o j? Kin l1WK, D'w1n WK, Oj? nT n winn 

"1.'his month shall be unto you the beginning of months; it shall be 

the fir'l t month of the year t o you, " the wor d II.," "month" 

is found 3 times . Furthermore, between each occurence of the word 

"month " there are 3 words. This, says Asher, is an allusion to the 

fir st of Nisan which is the New Year for 3 things; k i ngs , 1 festivals, 2 

and months . 3 Moreover, the numerical ~quivalent of .,.,n "month" 

i s 31? ( s +4+JOO ) 'Which is almost equal t o the numerical equivalent 
l.l 

of O'?.>.,? "for festivals" (30+200• 3• 3o+l0+40 =313 ) . And 

finally , the letters of D j') "to you" f ound in the above verse 

can be rearra nged to form t he word i?Z> "king" ;5 and 

"Nisan" has t he same numerical equivalent as 

(50+10+60+50 =170 =3 0 ) 

1c f . Rosh Hasb ona Sa. 

2c f. ibid 

3c f . i bid 7a. 

o' j? Z> '1 "for kings" 

~or addit i onal examples ot gematria in which there is a dl screpency 
of 1 , see the eX'Cuses after method 22 . 

SFor other examples of anagrams see methods 3 , 11. 2, 20, 20. 6 , 24, l , 
us , 84. 1, and 85(£) . 
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69~ Two words in construct are found repeated wi thin a singl e 

verse; t he number of repeated occurences is counted . For exampl e , 

Wi th in says Ash~r, there are 5 

1 gr oups: pries ts , levites, Isr ael i tes , converts , and freed slaves. 

7C TI1e or der of certain words wi thin a verse is expl ained . 

For examp\e , Gen . 29 : 13 descr i bes Laban ' s meet i ng with Jacob; " ••• 

he embr aced hi m and kissed him. " At fi r st Laban embraced Jacob to 

see if ther e was any \ll()ney i n hi s girdle . When he di d not find any 

2 he kissed him t o see i f there were any pr e cious s t ones in h i s mout h . 

Addit i onal examples : 

1'n' K7w nl71pn 7y ,Z>K K7 ,, , n ' n' K' ,,:in1 1,,,n, nl7pn 
.ni1n 7na:i ( K~ : ~ nl Z>w) 

l':I' nl n•:i 1':1 wn~' ''K l ~ 
y; 1• 1l''W ,l,:i wn~a• ln'Z>YYl 

.1 , • :in : n~lpn n7K 1:1 

n~:ipn ,Z>tK .y,~o 7 l'' 1lZ> nl:iKn ,n,,:i-nK ,K l :ipy• •n , ,l-nK ,n,~Tl 
wawnn1 nJ1Z>1 onK:i l'KZ> ,~lt 'lK , .. .. : ,~TK on,lK '" ' ,:i-nK '!Kl pn1• 

ll :IPY' Jl iJ4 , n7y Z>7 iY OO'n ( :in : \~ ' p•1 ) .i~TK 
. oni:uc r:i pn::l' 

1Rashi on thi6 ver se says the 5 co~responds to t he 5 books of t he Tcrah . 

2cf . r.enesis Rabbah 70:13 . 

3cf . Exodus Rabbah 12:3 . 
4 
Cf . Leviticus Rabbah 6:4. 



71- A sequence of related words , enumerated in a verse or 

verses , is counted . For example, in Ex . 1:7: 

" (And the children of lsrael wer e fruitful , 

and increased abundantly and multiplie:!, and waxed exceedingly mighty" 

6 actions ar~ listed. lliis suggests ~at six who were born in one 

bell y <i.e. suggesting e.xtraordinar y fer tility) .1 

Additional examples : 

~~l~l ~. n tllW~ ' 1 
. nl'::>~o ·, ,ll::> 

,D'l~::> ,ll::> D' l'O ' l 
,ll:ll .o , ?K,9'1 ,o•l? 

.a,~iD::>l ,D'K'~l .~,,n 

,nnp?i ••• ,n~~ J 1 ••• ,n?s~1 • •• 'nKsl~l 
( ' , l : l n low) 

,~Jwo ,~,po ,ll::> 'l ( ~':t ·,~~ } a n,w1 1 ••• on,ow1 • •• JlJZ)WD 
.,io?n 

l c f . Rashi on t~is verse , Exodus Rabbah 1:7, and Yad Aharon p. 65. 



72 'Ibe number of words in a verse is c ount ed . For example, 

in Bx. 21: 1: 

"Now these are the ordinances whi ch thou shall set before them" 

there are 5 wordt>. Th is , says Asher, tells you that he who judges 

rlthteously is likened to one who had fulfilled the 5 books of the 

Tor ah . 

Additional examples: 

tiDKW nl::>il 'l ,llj 3 
( l:l' O• ) l::>illC\ !\l 

i=>ilict ,(ow) n::>il ~'nl 
• ( l ! l' ow ) i::>ilo 

OWIC~l O,IC, O'~'· nln' .,,, 
:l ' icil ) .o•l~'' ,,, nlJnji 

( lt:l 

99 . 

llCiplW O'fl• l"' ,ll::> 12 
.ntn'? O'll 

_ ,,,lnn ic? o::>,~?K ~'~'? onic O'll 
.nD~ on'l'' J'l nnip tD'•n-ic~i 

( ac:,, 'il, ) 

7 20 1 ~ The numb~ or letters in each of two related ve~ses is 

counted . The difference is equal to the numerical equi valent of a 

word which is fuund in one of the verses . For example, i n the first 

ver sion of the Ten Cocnmandments the commandment Ex. 20:12: 1l::> 

1For additional examples in which the number of words in a verse 
is counted see methods 41. 2, 44 , 73 , 73.1, 74, and 96. 
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''Ronor thy father ana mother t hat thy days may be long upon the land 

which the Lord thy God giveth thee" has 53 let ters. This camnandment 

1 in the second version of the Ten C<X!'lmandments, Dt . 5:1 6, has 80 letters: 

.,~ lnl i•;i~• n1;i't-~•K i1C,Ki1 '1y ,~ ~o~~ 110~1 

for the ph rase "and that it may go well with thee'' is added . Tne 

difference of 80-53 or 17 is equal to the numerical equ ivalent of 

:i HI "good" (9+6+2) a form of wh ich i.s found in t he added phrase. 

73# The number of letters and words in a verse is counted. 

For e~ample, in the firet verse of the Bible 

T,Kil nKi D<tznm mt t here are 7 wor ds and 28 letters. 

This is canpared to t he response in the Jtaddist 

2 which also has 7 words and 26 letterR. 

Therefore, says AsherJ all who respond ••• •• • • • 

with all his might bec<X!'les a partner with God in the work of creat ion. 

In t he second I -iestly Benediction (Num. 6:25): 

1ln'tl 1''1K there are 5 words and 20 letters. This , 

says Asher, refers to Isaac ~ho came aft er the 20th gener ation3 and 

observed t he 5 books of the Torah . 

1
For additional exampl es :.n which the number of letters in a verse 

is counted see methods 22 .1, 24 . 2, 42 , 73, 73 .1, and 87 . 

2
Note that Asher substitutes t he wor d 'tl:)')y~ for ,.D'1y'11 

Yet in his Tut Orab Hayyim n . 56 , Asher ha~b'iy?~"'' ,.,:lZ> K:l., il'tDW l<il ,. 

thus retaining the 
3cr. Pirke Avot 5:2. For other examples in which the numbers of letters 

itt a verse is counted see methoes 22.1, 24 . 2, 42, 72.1, 73, and 89. For 
other examples in which the number of words i s count ed see methods 41.2, 
!!4., 72. 71 .1, 74, and 96. 
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73 . 1# 'nle number of letters and words in one verse is equal to 

the number of letters and words in a second verse . For example, in 

Lev. 12:3: 

day the flesh of his foreskin shall be circumcised" there are 5 words 

and 23 letters. In Gen. 2:1: 

"And ":he heaven and the ear th were finished , and all the host of 

the:-eof" there are also 5 words and 23 letters. 1 'nlerefore, says 

2 
Asher, circumcision can be performed on the Sabbath . 

7411 'nle number of words in part of C\ne verse is found to be 

the same as the number of words in a par t of another verse . For 

example, in Ex. 24:7: ;t DWll :19Jl :11fl " ,;i,- ,.,K '1 ::> ••• 

there are 6 words . Together they are 12 words, corresponding to the 

12 tribes who said the 6 words: 

and the 6 words : 

which are Jacob's i . e . Israel's response. 

1Read i'1 1:>' i • For additional examples in which the number 
of letters in a verse is counted see methods 22. 1 , 24. 2, 42, 72. 1 , 73 
and 89 . And for ~dditional examples in which the number of words in a 
verse is counted see methods 41 . 2, 44 , 72, 73, 74 , and 96. 

2cr. Sl:a•bb!t 132•. 
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75 A verse begins and ends with words derived from the same 

root . For example, Lev. 13:52 describes the handling of leper's 

clot hing: "And he shall burn the garment • • ••• it shall be burnt with 

fir e . '' ( •pwn ••• ,,. , ) The verse begins and ends with a 

derivitive of ,,.., "to bt,rn . " Therefore, anything c:-f the l eper• s 

1 
which is forbidden to be used is to be burned. 

Additional examples; 

1nspn ,.:i~ KD2l DK17 ,D ,, 
• 1 ''1 :> Kt>Z> l 

~17K KW' 1n, 1n~~ ~WK ,.l ,l:) , ~ 

.lnlp T:1 

75 . H A verse begins and ends with words der ived f r om t he 

same root; other words derived f rom t he same root a re also found in 

the verse and are counted t ogether . For example, Num . 32:54: on7nJ~1 

beg ins and ends with the Sam!' r oot derivitive '>nl "to possess . " 

Asher infers that it made no differ ence whether or not the lots fall 

at a dist ance f r om each other. The is found 4 times in t he 

verse; each tribe, says Asher, a r e to have 4 places; the mountain , 

4 pl a i n , low land , and by t he sea . 

1cf . Sifra , and Rash i on Lev. 13: 51 . 

2cf~ Tosefta Korbanot 5:5. 

3cf . Yev~ 62b. 

4C" ... Baba Kema 8lb0 
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7611 A word is singl ed out f or attention. A llomonymous word is 

used to relate that verse wit h its adjacent verse. For example, in 

Gen. 24:62- 63 : • ••• for he dwelt in the land of t he South . And Isaac 

went to meditate in the field, " the word "'"" "to meditate" is 

homonymous t o t he word D' :>n'W "who becomes wise." Thus, one who 

desires to become wi se sh~uld turn to the south when he is praying .
1 

Additional examples: 

,, ~il' K"117 l''," il,il fK 
2 ,DK• K"l ,ilf" nwpl ilf" 
.,,~,,nD ,,~nl il:lfD ~lK 

1nwK nK 7'1n' K"w ,o'" 
" • iltiDil .,, own~ 

",:>, i"n K" .,n,DY D»wn pns~ 
(;i:D' .. ,,, ) 

;i,in;i nKfl · l•ll 171l nKl 
(,D ,.lD :, ·,~, ) 

.. ,~,) 71n' K" ·"'" ,.,K 1nwK 
( ;i,,:,:l 

77~ The Masoretic t ext notes tha~ after ver ses Nuna. 10:34 and 

10:36 two~ are inverted . These ~ are not r ead as par t of t he text . 

Asher assigns the ~ its numerical equivalent (SO ) and makes the 

fol lowing observations : ( 1 ) Moses wanted to take the t ribes i n whose 

l c f . i3aba Batra 25b . 

2c f . Ketubot ~6a. 

3c f . Sanhedrin, 3la. 

4 
Cf . Avot 4 :18. For other examples in wh i ch homonyms are empl oyed 

in the exegesis see methods 13., 21 , 22 . 3 , 38 , 39 , SO, 57. 1, 60, 91, 
99 . 2, and 100. 
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names there are SO letters1 over the J ordan whose width is SO cubits2 

bu~ t he sin he cOlll'llitted prevented him f rom doing so. ( 2) ibis section 

enclosed by the inverted m!M logically belongs 50 sections earlier 

3 
in the text i . e . after Nwn. 2:17. 

7e Two phras~s in adjacent verses are singled out for attention 

and are the basis for the exeges•s. For example, referring to the 

Passover, Ex. 12: 8 states: "Add they shall eat t he flesh in that 

n!.ght ••• " whil<l the next verse says "Eat not of the ram ••• " Since 

one verse says t o eat and the next verse says not to eat , Asher 

suggests t hat one should eat for the honor of Passover but not t o 

eat gluttonously. 4 

Additional examples: 

5 ·l''n ;, l';',lDW - ( ' ,C: ''P'l ) ~,,ln;l ••• ,j., 1'' 

l,n,, ;K,W' 'llW ,Dl~ 
.,nK nln' ,D~'' a•n 

'lK ••• ;K,W' 'll n,J ~j ~K ,l, 
(1 ,l:C' ., ,, , .Dj'n;K ~'n' 

1 '~ l '6• D'Jl,K ,, tD, - ,~lKl '"',; l; Qj; nln' tnl K;, 
.ll, nJ , ;p ,DlJ (, ,l : hj . ,l, ) Tnlw D'Jl,_ OjnK 

l c f . ~ 36a. Cf. methods 27 an~ 30 in which a ll tl>e letters of 
the names of the 12 tribes are employed. 

1cr. ~ on Dt . 3: 26 . 
311lis is only 48 sections back. Reinetz Cp . 298 , n.59 ) quotes 

Paanah Razah giving another interpretation of t he inverted mm!.• b\1t he 
does not try to correct ~he Asher text. 

4
c f . Pesahim 7 0~ . 

5ct . Shavuot lBb. 
6cf. Avodah Zarah Sb . 
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79;1 1\lo adjacent phrases within a verse are singled out for 

attention and their close pr oximity is the basis for the exegesis . Ute 

number of times a third phrase is found in the section is rel ated to 

the exegesis . For example , In Lev. 19: 2 the phrase ''speak unto the 

congregation of Israel" is followed by "you shall be holy. " Speaking 

in ho~iness , i . e . prayer , needs a congregation of at least 10 men. 

Therefore the phrase ''I am the Lord your God'' is found 10 times in 

the sedra -
80# Derived forms of the srur.e r oot are found in two similar 

verses; each form is assignEA its numerical equivalent. For exaople , 

in the daily sacrificial offering "the one lamb" is ~itten 

in Ex. 29:39 and , nK •:i :>il nK in Num. 28:4. The first one, 

is assigned its numerica l equivalent of 18 (5 +1+8+4). This , says Asher , 

corresponds to the 18 benedictions of the Aatidah which were ordained 

t o correspond to t he daily sacrifices . 2 The second one, "l TI IC ' is 

assigned i ts numer ical equivalent of 13 Cl .a~ ) and alludes t o the 

3 
13 priests who at times ' fficfoted at the daily sacrificial offerings. 

119:2 , J,4 , lG, 25, 31 , 34,36; 30:3,24. For other examples in which the 
number of times a phra se found in a section is counted see methods 86 ad 87. 

2cf • .Berahot 26b. 

3cf. ~ 25n. For ot her exanples in which similar verses are 
compared see methods 54 , 54. 1, 64. 3 , 64. 4 , 81, and 82. 



81# Contrasting word-orders of similar phrases are compared . 

For example , in the phrase found in Le'·· 26: 2: ,,o•n <t nin::a• nit 

"keeping" is \lritten after <t n 1 n::aw "My Sabbaths. '' aut in th e phrase 

found in Dt. 5:12 n::a• i'I D1 't n1t , , ow ( , 10•) "keeping" is 

\lr itten before n::a• i'I "the Sabbath . " This s uggests, says Asher , that 

one may add f rom the profane to the holy either before or after the 

Sabbath , i . e . the length of t he Sabbath rest may be expanded by a few 

moments or so either before or after sunset. 1 

Similarly, in t he phrase found in Num. 20: 5: figs , vines, 

pomegrana tes , "figs" is '-Titten first , but i n t he phrase found in 

Dt. 8 : 8: "vines, figs , and pomegranates~· ''vines" pr ecedes "figs . " 

Asher points out t !lat "vines" usually comes first as i n Micah 4: 4: 

"But t hey shall sit every man under h is vine and unde r his fig tree. " 

but in t he Num. verse 'fi gs" comes f irst because the f i g tree 

eventua lly ceased bearing f ruit . TI1is all udes t o t he wood of old 

fig trees of "1hicb they used t o fix the fir e for the Altar, but 
2 

they did not use the •.iood of the vine . 

1r. f. Tosafot t o Ber ahot 27 t . 

2cr. Mishnah ~ 2:2 , s. 
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Additional e.xamples: 

ni~~n O',P" 7K~ (l':~7 ni~w) .,,,~Y ;~,w,?i pn~'' on,~~? i::.>T 
,,,~, o,,pn (T~:~ .. ,~,~ ••• cn1~~7 1',lY7 ii~T :onn ~'n::.>1 ,,,~,; 

,,~, ,,, 1~ ~~,,~, .,10 ,,, n?nn~ ,,,~, ~'" '::.> ,~,; .ni~~; 
.\,::,,:·1? '"Tnii) ,,, '"T:lY1 (l':~' ~"~) 

~Ji' 'l~7 o.,,,n o'iP~ c1p~ 7~~ (i:~' ~p,i) yiin ~~ nJ1' 7~, 
·~~ i1n npn ~; nl1' ~~~, 0~1 ,n~ ~7~ ~·:i~ 1l'~• ·~? ,7~~~ y1n 

-.,n~? li1'1T~ 'l'~, ,,,, ?~~n~ 'l1T 1~w 

82 1.Wo similar phrases are s:i.ngled out and compared. The 

terminology is compared. For e:x:ample, Num 31: 8 states: ".,,..Balaam 

also the son of Bear they slew with the sword." Joshua 1.3: 22 state: 

"Balaam also the son of BeO'l:-, the soothsayer did the children of 

Israel slay." 'I'he added words "the soothsayer" suggests, says Asher, 

that Balaam was brought be.fore Moses and judged according to the law 

"Thou shalt not suffer a sorceress to 1 ive., ,,3 

l 
Cf• g_~g_fil~ lla., 

2cf. Reinetz, p. 231.~, n,.11., For other examples in which sim:i.lar 
verses are compased see methods 5t~, 51.i..,1, 54.,3, 6L~.,l~- 80, and 82 0 

3cf,. Sifre. --

I 

I 

I 
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Additional examples: 

1 
:l'nJ ~; (:l:1J ou } onJD n~,DJl { l : K ' ,ol ) onJK nl; ••• niov ,DODl 

. O','Dl on100 l l'~ K;w ,,,,~; JKJ llnJ K;K onlDW ,DOOl l'lD 1n 1Kl 
.onlJK nlDWl lK,plW i; , D,; onJK "'l; J'nj 1J;1 

K~K ( lJ!Kj ow ) n,lYK ,DK l\j'Oll { T' !j ' io:i ) .,J,Kl Kl n,lJl 
1'"K ioK ,j;, ( l':l' 'K,l ) nj;n, ~JDl lWJ ,DKW no itJT ,DK 

. ( ,, ;j 'iol) ;K,W' 

1llj ~l1l i'Jln K;K ? i1:i1 ioK K;l {Kj:T ,,;i,) n,lll ;,,l ~K 
~'nJ, JPY' , llJ n,11n1 ( 1~ : ,, yw1n') ~1,l~ ;K:n'l J'nj, on,JK 
lDn~lW ll'IDW ,;. ,,Jfnl . ( T':l J 'Kil) ~ln DlpD~ ni11 no n'J 
.an;l• '"J'l ll'JD ;;iK ,,.,,,Jl~ ,llJ lPJ'l D'j;Dn DJ on,JK 

83 . Th~ number of times g iven fonns of a root are found in 

a section is counted. For example, in the sedra 'npn:i (Lev. 26:3--
27 :34) the word "iniquit y" in various forms is iound 6 t i.mes. 4 

This , says Asher, i s reminiscent to t he 6 times t hat Israel was exiled , 

t hree by Sennacherib and 3 by Nebuchadnezzar . 

1c f . Exodus Rabbah 1:33. 

2Itur Bikurim Cn. 685) points ou~ that 
the Pi nhas section (26:2) . 

is a l so in 

3As in ot . 10: 17. For uther examples in which similar verses are 
c ompared see methods 54, 54. 1, 64 . 3 , 64. 4r 80, and 81. 

4 l1J 26:40; Dl lJ 26:40, 41 , 43 : Dll)Jl 26:39; hll}>l 26:39. 
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Additional examples: 

;'10 1,n f~~W a~,~, K"t ,llj 
• '7"l, p '1 

2 
: f at,pY1~ D'CJm ';i DWK 

1ct. Rtglcah 22&. 

2.rbere are 6 occurencu of th• fona awK ~ i.e.. Mr aw1t::n 6:10s 
DWK7: Si awac;i 7: 1,2; DWatj 7:7 DW t( , 7:37. 'lb• 6 probably 

refer to th• 6 pUt offering• ltn.d 1n Mltb•h 7.e~le· The 6 vltb 
tbelr biblical refenncu are: aacrlleg• ci... s : ii;e.1 .. dullaga 

Ctn. 6!~2. . ...-arlte Ct... 6112>, leper CLn. ta.:12_~, in~OWM 
With • marrlad vmD ci... 19: 20 • llDd th• napeulft gallt offering 
Ct... 5:17-19). ttv Bl.aria Cn.571) ud ~•in•ts Cp.224,a.22,23,)llet 
5 guUt offerlaga tearing oat the euepenelft guilt offering. 

3tJ:3,9,19,20,25,27, 47,49,59; 14:32,3~. 

4cf. 11Tltlsg1 Rabbab 17: 3. Por other emplu lo which tb• 
mmber of tmu a word foand IA a Mctlon t.a counted ... •tboda 16, 
83.1, and 92. 
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83 . ld All t he derived forms of a roo~ in a sect ion are 

collected and their numerical equivalents are added together. For 

exampl e , i.n Num. 1 0:29 -32 t he derivit i ves of :lH> ( "good") with 

their numer ical equivalent s a r e as fol l ows: 

l l:lt)il l (vs . 29) = 78 

:11 t) (vs . 29) s 17 

:llt)il (vs . 32) = 22 

:l ' l:lil (vs . 32) = 41 

1 l:lt)ill (vs. 32) = 78 

236 = '" ' , ":l (in Jericho)
1 

Simil arly the word :n occurs twice in Num. 18:9- 11.
2 

'Ibis 

equals 24 (12+12) and is r eminiscent , says Asher , of t he 24 priestly 

3 
endowments . 

1 
Cf. Rashi on Judges 1:16. For examples in which the number of 

times a word found in a section is counted see methods 16, 83, and 92 . 

2Num. 9: 11 has 
conjunction ~· 

ilT l • Asher appar ently is disregarding the 

3c f . Rullin 133b and ~~ llOb. 
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SL~# The numbE~:r. of words in a secti.on is counted and that number 

is assigned a scriptural word equivalent. For. example, there are 58 

words in Moses' prayer. to God in Dt 0 9: 2 5 ... 29 • 58 = 711(8+50), 

the "grace" which Moses found while praying to God; 1 58 i.s also equal 

to ::i.il11fruit 11 (50+6+2)
8 

recalling Is., 57:19: "(God) who created 

the fruit of the. U.ps., 
2 

In the Ten Commandments, E:ic. 2 ... 11+, there. a.re 1'12 wordi~. 172 :::: ::ip:v 

"reward" (70+100+2) recalling Ps. 19:12: "In keeping of them there is 

3 
gr.eat reward." 

84.1# The numeral representing the number of words in a section 

is formulated into letters and those. letters are re-arranged to form 

a word. Ft'>r e.xample, in the Ten Commandments (Ex., 20: 2-lll·) the.re a:r.e 

172 words; 172 in letters is YP:lor :ipy. :vp:>.'t i.s a h:i.nt to 

Eliezer who gave Rebekah a half shekel ( :vp::i) weight. 
5 

::ipy relates 

to Gen. 26:5: 11 .., 0 because ( :ip:v) Abraham (Elie.zer is Abraham's servant) 

hearkened unto My voice" and also relates to Ps., 19: 12 ''Moreover by 

them is thy servant warned in keeping of them the.re is great reward( :lfi':V;)., 

r - ' ,..,.-~__..__.,.._.,........_ ... 

l • 3 Cf. Ex., 3: 9 

2.ktiJL.. :l i l, ..k.cl... :J.' 1 For additional examples in which ktiv/kr:i. 
is employed in the exegesis S(~e methods 3, 11, 22.,4t and 86,. 

3For more examples of lpy=172 see Asher on Ex. 20:14. 

4·For other. examples of anagrams see methods 3, 1.1..,2, 20 •. 20.6, 24.l, 
45, 68 0 1, and 85 (f ). 

5 Gen. 21+: 22,. 

I 
'I 

'1, 
I 

'! 

',l 



112. 

Other verses are c ited in which t hese same 3 letters occur: 

lie also c ites t he t'abbinic staterue.nt: 

85# 'lbe first and last words of a section a re related by ..ans 

of a word play on both of the wor ds . For example, the list of men 

who are to take the census of Israel begins with 

and ends with P 'Y ( v- 16 ) . Asher uses word play on both names 

by means of Dt. 32: 10: 

apple of his eye. " Moreover J .> ''I s ounds 1 ike l l'l"cloud. "l 

86d Tile number of times a phrase is found in a section is 

counted. 1llat number is equa l to the numerical equival ent of a 

letter of a word found outside the section. For example , ''the 

children of Gad and the cbildrer. of Reuben" are mentioned 8 times in 
2 

Num. 32. Asher relates t h is to Prv. 20:21: "An estate may be gotten 

hastily at the beginning: but in the and thereof shall not be blessed. " 

1Reinet z ( pps . 277 , l 78 : n . 7) quotes Yad Aharon who notes that 
i' J, 'n< i s a notm:rikun for ll, J ' 'Ht • The letter of J l 'Y can 

be rearrangea to form the word T , y or T l y • For other examples of 
notarikun see method 19 and f or ot her examples of anagrams see methods 

3 , 11 . 2, 20-20. 6, 24.1 , 45 , 68 .1, and 84. 1. For other examples of homonym~ 
emploved in the exegesis see methods 13 . 1, 21, l?. 3, 38, 39 , 50, 57.1, 
60, 76, 91 , 99. 2, and 100. 

2J2:1 , 2, 6, 25, 29,31,33 , 3u, 37 . For other examples in which t he number 
of times a ph r ase found in a section is counted see methods 79 and 87. 



1 
n., n::in "hastily" is 1Jt"itten with a _h!! (=8) t hus the tribes of 

Gad and Reuben t ook their al l otment firs t and in t he end t hey wer e 

2 
exiled 8 year s before t he r est of the t r i bes . 

87# A phrase is found a ~umber of times in a sect ion; t hat 

number is count ed and the t ota l number of words in the several 

113. 

phrases i s a l so counted. For exampl e , the ph!'ase :iwo n.c ;n ;p :n ll ,,.. j 

"as God commanded Moses" is found 19 timei; in the section Ex_ 38: 'H-40 :38 , 

i . e. 18 times 

1
Ktiv n'1n ::in, Krin'1 i1::it>. For other examples in wh i ch 

kri/dtiv is employed in the exegesis see methods 3, 11, n .4, and 84. 

2cf. Rashi on the Proverbs v~rse . 

J 
i1WD nK i1li1' i1 lJ 1 Wk ' J n K i1WY 

i1 WZ> n K il l~' i1lJ ,WKj 
i1W~ nK il 1i1 ' i1 \J , • • '1 jj '1•,W' 'l:l 1WJ' \ 

, K,W' 'l:l 1WJ l j ilWZ> n K il1 i1' il1J ,WK '1 j j 

il, 1 :l J il '1j nK 
ill il' il l J ,WK j i1 nlK 1WY il l il l 

il ~Y }j 1 n1K i1 1 i1' illJ ~WK '1j~ 

8 
70 

9 
13 

6 
7 

113 
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Asher relates the~e to t he 18 benedictions of the Amidah and the 

extr a 19th benediction added by the Rabbis . Tiicse 19 phrases have 113 

words whi ch correspond to the number of "1ords in the c l osing formulas 

C nup nn ) in the 19 be.nedictions.1 Also, says Asher, t he word 

"heart" is f ound 113 times in t he Tor ah i nd icat ing t hat one must have 

2 
devot ion l ::i '1 n l ":l ) when reciting the Amidah . 

1 
• o;i "'l:l 'I< p . .o • ;'I , 

It :i • 1 
Vll"Tp;i '1K;i 

, 
;'I . I< 

, 
::i . 2 

.o,nzi;i ;i, n zi ;'I 'K , ::i . 3 
.ny, ;i l ll n , :i , 

K ::i . 4 
, ;i::ii w n ;'l:ll"'l:'l , ;'I 'K , :i . 5 

• n'1 o? ;'l:l"'IZ>:'I } l l n , fl , 
K '::i . 6 

. 'nnw, '11< l l , :i , 
I< 

, 
::i .1 

• '1!<"'117, l Z>Y , ., , il , !ll "'I , ., 'K ::i .e 
• 0 , lW;'I 1 "'1:1 0 ., 'K :i , 9 

, '1 I< "'111P 1 ZlY ,n,1 p pz:i ;i ' 1< , ::i . , 0 
, l:)!)I)!) , ilp'Tl ::i;i l K , "l) , ;i , 

I< 
, 

::i • 1 1 
,O,'Tl y , l :;)Z>, 0 , :l' K "'l:l l'D , ;i , I< , ::i • 12 

. o,p•,:s'1 n t> :Hn 1 Y1Z10 
, ;i 'K , ::i . 13 

.0 •'11Pl "'I, it ll :i 
, 

;'I .. I< ::i • 14 
• it }l l11P l"'I p n•ox z:i .. ;'I ' K 

, 
::i . 15 

.il 'P!ln YD l1Z7 
, 

;'I K ::i • 16 
. 7 P:r ? l n 1, :>v ..,,tnzi;i , ;'I , 'I< , ::i , 17 

.n1"?1;i') fl 'I< l , ., , 1Z>W :l l t>;'I , fl .. 
K '::i • 18 

.Dl'111::i '1'1< "'1117' , Zl JI nx , , ~Zl:"I , it ' K 
, 

::i • 19 

2
c f . Reinetz (p 112, n . 19) also tries to find 113 occure nces. For 

ot her examples in which the number of times a phrase found in a section 
is counted see met hods 79 arid 86. Also see method 22 . l which also counts 
the number Ol t imes a word is found :.n the Torah. 
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88.1 
I • 

The number of verses in a section l · :. counted . For 

example, in the ~ <Dt. 32) there are 52 verses; because 
~ 

Israel tra nsgressed them, no person came to Judah for 52 years . 1 

There are 10 verses in Lev. 26:4-13, which describe the blessings 

bestc:ued upon Israel if t hey obey God's commandments. This corresponds 

to the :o blessings of l saac2 and to the Ten Commandments. 

89# The position of a verse in a "section" and the number 

of letters in that verse are the same. For example , the 6th commandment 

(Ex . 20: 13) is n1in ac" "Thou shalt not murder," and it has 

6 letters; Asher notes that man (who bhould not be murdered) was 

created on the 6th dny. 3 

1cf. Shabbat 145b. Rasbi expl ains the 52 years as f r om the time 
of t he exile in the days of Zedekiah until tile reign of Cyrus who 
br ought t he exiles ba k to rebuild the Temple. 

2Gen. 27: 213 - 29: "So God g ive t hee of t he dew of heaven and of 
the fat ? laces of the eart h and pl enty of corn and wine . Let peopl es 
serve thee and nations bow dor.m to thee. Be Lor d over thy brethren and 
let thy mother 's sons bow down t o thee. Cursed be every one that 
curseth t hee, and blessed be every one that blesseth thee." 

3For addit ional examples in which th~ number of letter s in a 
\•erse ia counted see methods 22.1, 24. 2, 42 , 72. 1, 73 , and 73. 1 . 
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904' In a list of nouns in a section, the first noun is said 

to be in its initial position because it is the most important. 

'Ibis is shown by t aking t he final letters of consecutive words in 

another verse elsewhere in which t his noun is also found. For example, 

in the eectfor. Dt. 14: 12-18: "But these are they of which ye shall 

not eat: t he great vulture, and the bear ded wlture, and the ospray ••• " 

The great vulture ( "'IW l ;i ) is ir. its initi al position because of 

Job. 39: 27. "~s the vulture C "'11Pl ) mount up at thy camnand•" 

Taking the final letters of "at thy coamand,' we form 

the word 1 '1 Z> "king . " 1 

In a l ist of related names in a section, one name is not as 

closel y related. Its presence is explained by Asher by me.ans of a word 

~lay . For example, in the section enumerating t he kings that reigned 

in Edom (Gen. 36:31-43) only t he wife of king HadaGMehetabel is cited. 

(vs 39) Hadar , Asher says , ruled th r ough his wife for she was t he 

daughter of ::i:n , t> (. "Me- zabav••) (vs 39 ) and therefore very rich. 

( ~:11 \ ill!)= :lil T , Z> = what value b.l.s gold? )2 

l ror other exampl es in which final letters of words are out 
t oget her to f orm a word see ~ethods 31 , 33 , and 34. 

2cf. Rash i on this verse and Genesis Rabbah 83:3 . For other 
examples in which homonyms are employed in t he exegesis see methods 
13 . 1 , 21 , 22. 3 , 38, 39 , so, 57 . l , 60, 76, 85, 91 , 99 . 2, and 100. 
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92# 11he number of items in a section is counted., For example, in 

ll"ID, 17 (Lev. 19-20) the.re are 70 commandments corresponding 

to the 70 nations from which Israel 
1 

is separated., 

Another example is Dt 0 21:3-L~, which describes the iH>iiY n?.:i.y 

2 
"heifer with a broken neck." In these verses there at·e 4 commandments 

corresponding to the 4 di:cectomns (i.e. apparently the whole world) 

which breaking the heifer's neck atones. Al.so the words ??n"slain" 

and :i?.:i.:v "heifer" at·e found 4 times in the larger section dealing 

with the heife.r.
3 

(Lev. 21:1-9) The words ??n and n?.:i.y rem:tnd 

us that the purp()se of the sacrifice is to atone for the slain person.
1
.J. 

lee. I.eviticus Rabba 24: s. --- ..................... -
211 .uO.) You shall. take a heifer which hath not been wrought wi·th 

(2) and.which hath not been drawn in the yoke .. .,(3) valley which may 
neither be plowed (4) nor sown." 

321:1 ??n; 21:2,3,6., '??nn; 21:4(2)21:6 n?J.yn;21:3 n?.:i.y. 
For oth~r examples in which the number of times a word found in a section 
is counted see methods 16, 8.3 t and 83 .1. 

. 4Asher ben Yehiel, the father of Jacob ben Asher, writes at the 
end of b,..Y..9.v.t ,!<j..,rn, chapter 19, that we relate the atonement of Yorn 
Kippur to the i1!l1 i Y i1? lY "he:i.fer with a brokennp.eck. "He notes that 
the priest on Yom K:i.ppur says the Name of 4 letters. It is perhaps 

from th is association that ,Jacob ben Asher deri.ves the number. 4. 
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93# A name is conspicuou&ly absent in a section. For example, 

t he name of Moses, almost invariably present in every ~ from 

Exodus on, 1 is omitted in the~ ;i, :s~Ex . 27- 30: 10). The 

reason for this it that Moses said "Bl ot me I pray Thee out of Thy 

book which Thou hast written. " ( E-x. 32:32). And his request was 

fulfilled La this way. 

94~ A section is divided up into equal divisions; t he same 

ph r ase is repeated in the first and l ast ver ses of each division. 

The sever al ph r ases in the entire section are counted. For ex.ample , 

the offerings of the 12 tribes for the dedicat ion of the altar ar e 

enumer ated in Num. 7:12-83. This section is divided up into 12 part s , 

with 6 verses for each t ribe. This , says Asher, corresponds to the 6 

days of creatic~ . The representative of each tribe is named at the 

beginning and end of each division. for ex.ample , the offerings of the 

tribe of J udah ar e described in vers~s 12-17. Judah ' s r epresentat i ve 

"Nashon, the son of Amminadab" is named in verse 12 agd: again in verse 

17. Since t here are l? divisions and each name i s lis ted twice in 

each di'isior. ; we then have 24 names , reminiscent, says Asher, to 

t he 24 hours that a re in a day . 

1Itur Bikurim ( ~91 ) notes that Moses ' name i & also not mentioned 
in the sedra JPY .~~, , 0 ,~~,w. 
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95;1 The petiha ( ;"ITI"n!> >, i.e. one of t he 2 pdmary 

Masoretic marks which d ivides t he body of t he t ext into secti ons , 

is interpret ed by Asher t o mean a pause. For example, Num. 25:19: 

"And i t came t o pass a f ter the plague" is followed by a peti.ba. 

The next 2 verses continue: "tha t t he Lord spoke ••• take the sum of 

all t he congr egati on ••• " Asher says that t he petiha shows t hat the 

text makes a stop between the pl ague and the taking of Israel's 

censu~ so t hat t he plague would not affect t he ce~sus . 

96# A number of similar verses in t.he Tor ah is counted ; t he 

number of words in those verses is also counted . ln his ccmment t o 

Gen . 14:19, Asher says t ha t 7 verses in t he Torah ar e benedictions 

directed t o God. 1 These 7 benedictions a l lude to t he 7 benedictions 

of the Amidah recited on t he Sabbat h and Fest ival s . Moreover , t hese 

7 verses have 100 wor d• i.n all, wh i ch correspond t o t he 100 benedictions 

2 
that one i s required t o recite every day . 

l Gen. 9: 26 ; 14:1C 20; 24:27, 28; Ex . 18 : ~0 ; Dt . 8:10; 33:20. 

2c f . Menah c..t 43b. For add itional examples in which the number of 
word~ in a verse is counted see methods 41.2 , Lt4 , 72, 73 , 73 . l , and 74. 
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97# All the occurences of a phrase in t he Torah are counted . 

For example, the phrase ''flowi\tg with milk and honey" is found 16 

times in the Torah . 1 This , says Asher , is reminiscent to the land 

of Israel in which t he trail of milk and honey measures 16 parsangs. 2 

98 A word is singled out for attention by counting the number 

of times that word is found in Script ure. TI-ta t number relates to 

the exegesis of t hat verse. For example, in Gen . 1:4: " • • • God 

di\'idcd the light from the darkness.'' Asher notes that the wor d 

.,,l" l "divided" is found three times in Scripture.3 This is 

an allusion to the text of the Havdalah cer emony which is recited 

at the end of t he Sabbath in which one must not recite less t han 3 

Similarly in Gen . 24:67: "Isaac brought her into his mother ' s 

tent •• , " Ash~r notes that the word il.,ill<il "tent" occurs 8 times 

lntere are 15 in the Torah and 1 in J oshua: Ex . 3:8,17; 13:5; ; 
33 :3 ; ~v. 20:24; Num. 13:27 ; 14:8; 16:13,14; Dt. 6:3 ; 11: 9 ; 26:9,15; 
27:3; 31: 20; Josh . 5: 6 , See method 13 f er another example in which 
the number of times a •hrase found in the To~ah is counted. 

2Megillah 6a: " ... P.esh Lakish said: I have myself seen the trail 
of milk and honey r ound Sepphoris and it is 16 miles by 16 miles ••• •· 
Rabbah bar bar iluna in the name of R. Jochanan said: I have myself 
ietsb3t he trail of milk and honey of the whole land of Israel and it 
extends 22 parsangs in lengt h and 6 parsangs in breadth . " Reinetz 
in his appendix <p. 454) quotes R. Meir Yehiel ' s short explanation 
for the difference between Asher and Megillah . 

3Here; Gen . 1:7 ; l Chr onicles 28: 1. See methods 99 -99 0 3 which 
also counts the number of times a word is found in Scri pture . 
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i n scripture! 'nlis is o.n allusion t o t he Snekinah who i s worshipped 

by Isr ael in 8 pl a ces: in the Tabernacle , Gi l gal , Shil o, Nob, Gibeon, 

t he Fi rst Temple , t he Second Temple, and in the wor l d t o come. 2 

Additional eXAmpl es: 

3 
, , j P ' Tn D 1l 'KW , , ,j ~jW r, 
D'l~j RYJ~~ 1 >DD 'xn,,w 

., 1 ' 'J 1l ' t< ,nK~ 

6 
l Tln, l l'' ~l 1'''lY '~J 5 •l 

. l ~ n 1 ,W K 

9~, All t he occur ences of a word( s ) in Scripture ar e i solat ed. 

Tile y ar e connected by r elat ing one or all of the verses in whi ch t he 

wor d(s ) occurs . For example , t he wor d D,,J ,1 occurs two times ; once 

in Gen. 11 : l: "And t he whol e earth was of one language and of one 

speech" and once in Ecc l es . 5: 6 : "For t hough t he mul t itude of dreams 

and vanities t her e are also many ~· ··" Asher relat es t he second 

l Her e ; Gen . 18 : 6 ; Ex . 18:7 ; :· 3 , 33 :8 , 9 ; Num. 1 5: 26 ; J osh. 7 : 22 ; 
J udges 4:18. 

~Cf. ~ lOa . 

3itere ; Ex. 40:30(7) ; 2 Chr on. 4:6 . 

~Cf. Zebah i m 19b. 

S.1ere ; Dt . 7 : 5 , 25 . 

6 i . e ., we f i nd 3 t imes 1 1 !> ,IPn in the matter of t he 

1c f . Avodah Zar ah 45a . 
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o~curence t o the first verse saying that they spoke a great many 

vanities . 1 

Another example , :-. n::iw " to Succoth" is found twice in Scripture. 

It is found in Ex . 12:37: "And the children of Israel journeyed frOUl 

Raases t o Succoth • • • '' and in Gen. 33: 17: "Antl Jacob jouneyed to 

Succoth ..... Asher connects t o the ver ses by saying that it was by 

2 
the merit of Jacob that the children of Isr ael came out of Egypt • 

The word .,i., l "and he vowed" is found t hree times: "And 

Jacob v<Med •• • " <Gen. 28: 20), 'And Israel VQS.led ••• " (Num. 21: 2 ), 

"And Jeph tah vowed ••• " ~Judges 11:30) All the righteous ones made 

vows . Asher quotes Ps . 132: 2: "How he swore unto t he Lord , vowed 

unto the Mighty One of Jacob" , "Mighty One" is connected to Jacob 

in this verse because Jaccb was the first one to make a vow.
3 

99 . l= A word is found twice in Scripture. One occurence is at 

the beginning of a verse, and f'.he other occurence is at the end of 

a verse . 'Ille placement of the woros is tn~ basis for the exegesis . 

For example, in Lev .. 1.1 ~8 which is speaking of t hP. priest , 

"Thou shalt sanctify him, " is a t the beginning of the verse. But 

in Ex. 19:23: • • • "set bounds about the mount and sanctify it , " 

is a t the end of t h e verse . The first 'n111,p \ is in its initial 

1c f . Genesis Rabbah 38:6. See methods 98 and 99 . 1-99 . 3 which a lso 
counts t he number of times a word is found in Scripture. 

2c f . Tanhuma. 

3c f . Genesis Rabbah 70:1 . 
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~osition because t he hol iness of t he priest is primar y in that he 

begins to speak f irst , takes from the manna first , and is t he firs t 

one called up to the Torah . 1 The Ex . verse , says Asher , is about 

t he sage whose holiness is a t t he end , i . e . after he dies . He cites 

Ps . 16:3: ''As for t he holy ones that a re in i ts earth." Only when 

they ar e dead will the holiness of t he sage be r ecognized, Asher 

says , recalling Job. 15: 15: "He puts no trus t in his hol y ones ••• " 2 

Similarl y the wor d ??pn i "he that curseth" is f ound twice 

in Scripture . One occurence is !.t: the beginning of Ex . 21:17: "And 

he that cur seth h i s father or mother shall be surely be put t o 

deat h;" t he ot her occurence i s at the end of 28-. 16: 5 "And when 

King navid came t o Bahurimt a man of t he family of t he house of Saul, 

whose name was Shimei , the son of Ger a; he came out and kept on 

curs i ng ae he came. •· Thus, if one who curses is at the head of the 

Sanhedrin he will become thP. tail and be killed.
3 

The word :ipl1.., l "And to Rebekah" is found twice in Scripture; 

once at t he -1>eg inni1 ~ of Gen. 24: 29 : ''And Rebekah bad a brother.••" 

and once at t he end of Gen. 26:34: "And when Esau was 40 year s old 

he took t o wife J udith • •• and t hey were a bitterness of spirit to 

Isaac and Rebekah . " I saac •s eyes were dim from the smoke of the 

idol worship of Esau. But for Rebekah t his was not strange since 

l c r . Gitin 59b. 

2Perh~ps this is t~lling us something about Asher' s Olo.'tl stature 
in the commentary. 

3c£. Rashi on Sam. 16:1 0 who ! ikens one who curses t he king t o 
the head of the Sanhedrin . 
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she was accustomed. to th i.s since her fathe.t· had been an idolatrous 

pd.est. Therefore, Isaac's name is first in the. se.cond verse to show 

l that the bitterness was more to Isaac than to Rebekah. 

In an.other intei·pretation the two verses are 1 inked together by 

citing the statement '.'iu~ who marries a woman the son will cling to 

•I 

her brother. Because Rebekah's brother. Laban was w:i.cked she bore 

Esau, the wicked one., 

99. 2# All the occurences of a certain word irt Scri.ptu:r.e are 

enumerated., In one place the word is written defectively ( it>n ) 

and in the other place it is written plene ( ~ 'n.:i ) • Asher explains 

why the words are both defective and plene., For example, in Gen., 2:7: 

"Then the· Lord God formed man., ... ," "formed" il'.,, has 2 y..251§.. 

But in Gen. 2: 19: "And out of the ground the Lord God formed e.ve.ry 

beast ... ," "formed" 1:ic', has l X,9._d., Asher explains that while man 

has 2 inclinations, good and evil, 
2 

the beasts have only the evil 

• , • t• 3 l.11CJ.J.na J.on. 

In an.other· example; Ex. 35: 27: "And the rulers brought on.yx 

stones ••• " "rulers" t.l~U'l l ii, is written defectively· without·~ 

because these rulers were lax in bringing thei.r contribution for 

the dedication of the altar. 4 But in J"osh. 22:32: ... "and the princes, 

__. ... ___._ .... --~-- ..... - ........ 
1 . Cf,. ~~ I,l..a,b.bE.h 65.2. 

2cf. ~~ 1J..i .• 1. 

3 -Cf. ~Eahl!!:. 6la. 

4·cf. Rashi on th:i.s verse, and .§.!.£.;:~.£1i.~.~ 7:3. 
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:r.eturne.d from the children. of Reuben and from the child:v:·en of. Gad .. , 
11 

"princes" ( t'J., t\., w rn 1 ) is written ple.ne w:i.th two X2.<J&.• Asher 

explains that the princes from Reuben and Gad were wil 1 ing to bring 

thei.r contribution and thus tJ"l:\'lf7lil1is written doubly ple.ne 

for these 2 tribes. 

In a11other example, Gen. 6: L~, a word play is also used. "'rhE~ 

Nephilim were in the ear.th..,. 11 Neph:i.lim 0 ,; !ill ii is wr:i.tten 

defectively without a yoS! after the ~· In Num.., 13: 33, "And there 

we saw the Neph i1 im, the sons of Anak •• .'' Neph i1 im o'?" ii.l .l ii 

:ts written plene with x.2.$1§.• Asher explains that in. the Gen. verse, 

Sihon and Og fell ( ) from the heaven, 1 and at the time of 

the Num.,, verse the second generation of Nephilim were living and 

thus CJ"?'!Sll is writte.11 ple.ne. 

99 .311 All the occurences of a word in Scri.pture axe singled out. 

One of the verses in which the word appears contains the. entire. 

alphabet and is related to the other verses. For example, the word 

i10 J "dec:i.ded, venture" occurs twice in Scr.iptu.re0 It occurs once 

in Dt., 4: 3L~: 

1cf. Ra.shi on Gen. 6:1+., For other e:x:ample.s whi.ch involve homonyms 
S(~e methods 13,.l, 20.3, 21, 22.3, 38, 39 9 SO, 57 0 1, 60, 76, 8.5, 91, and 100., 

. i 
'I 

I i 
.I 

i 
. ' 

' I 

I. 



126. 

"Or hath God decided t o go and take him a nation f r om t he midst of 

another nation by trials ••• accor ding to al 1 that the Lor d your God 

did for you in Egypt before thine eyes . " This verse also contains 

the entire alphabet. It also occurs in Job 4: 2: "If one venture a 

word unto t hee wilth thou be weary: But who can witho1d himself 

from speaking?" God wanted to give Israel the Tor ah , which is 

written by means of the 22 l etters of the a lpbabet , in F.gypt , but 

the Attribute of Justice said ''test ( ;i o >)them first ; test them before 

you make t hem listen t o you . " 1 

100# All t he occur ences of a phrase in Scripture are singl ed out 

for attention . lbe several occurences are connected by a word 

homonymous to tne firs t word in the phrase. For example, the phrase 

, D:l :i, , "and it came to pass in the days" is found 5 t imes 

in Scripture.2 ':i' is homonymous to ' ' ' "woe," for t here were 

days of woe in each of the occurences of the word ,.,, , 3 
• 

1For additional u. .pt .. in vhtcb the entlr. alphabet la fOUDCS in 
a ftr•• or MctiOG •M -~od• 43 and 53. 

2 Gen. 14.1; Rath l : t s 11. 7:1 ; Jer. 1:3a lstherl:l. 

3cf. Gtpa1y Rableh 42: 4. Po:r other emplu in vblcb b~ ara 
emplo,ec! in th• ua&••ll ... •thod• u.1, 20.3, 21, 22.3, 38, 39, 50 
s1.1, 60, 76, es, 91, and 99.2. 
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Concludlng Cmmenta on l.11h~r'1 Bagettcal Metboda 

'Iba methodology delineated in tbe prec49ding Hction 1bow1 01 

bow ~er viewed Scripture. Literally PWy type of a.ark in the 

Bible provided .. terlal tor exegula; letter., vord1, vocalbatlcm, 

trope not.ea, and varlou• otber Ma1oretlc notatlon1 and calculation1 

are all utilized. In cootrut vith bil literal c~entary c ... pp. 3-6) 

which lo::a ... on tbe w ... preMDi.d w!tbin th• i.irt, bu non-literal 

coaaentary often ruta on tba axt.rnal upectl of the written or 

printed ~ which .. , have notblng to do witb tbe text cClltentl. 

Sc.a of tba external upect• are 1crlbally daterailled; 1.a. 

they are external dgn&ll vhicb exuted prlor to Aabar• I 1crutlny 

of th• text. 'lbeM are, for eDll'pla, abnormally 1baped letter• 

C•thod• 5-8), !:he preaenc.e of crown• an letter. <•thod 10), word• 

written defectively (method 13), plene Cmetbod 14), or aftll bro 

.trope a~ka on.a elngle word Caetbod 66 ). Rowevar other external 

aapecte would not be vlelble without the intet'V'Ultlon of Uber'• 

1 
lnventlw re-reading . 'lbHe are, for axaaple, notarlkun <•thod 19), 

1 
Notarlkun le a •Y8t• of abbravlation by vblch word(1) can be 

1hortened by vrlting only one letter of tba word. 'nlu. are bulcally 
two categorl.u of notarlkun. 1) lacb letter in a particular vord ll tbe 
abbreviation of a vbola word. 'lbla ll what Alber u .... 2) A vord ll 
broken up into .arlou1 ccaponent part•. Por axmple p nc, ''Reuben" 
t. dbided into P H t ," ... , a eOCl." A variant of th la le tba 
tran1po1ltlon of letter• in one oyllable worcs1. '1D, :> "com" 
Lev . 2 : 14, le tra;lapoeed into ; 0 1 , .. tender and ueily cru1hed" 
Cf. Maubot 66b. We do ha,,. .aaple.1 in Alber'• engHla of tran1poaltion. 
See metboda 20-20. 6. 



128. 

1 
g.atrla • ( .. thod 22)' ror.lng vorda fraa lnlU.al let tan or 

con•cutbe worda <-tbod 29), or froa fl.Dal letter• of conMcutive 

vorda ( .. thod 31). Aaber uMa th .. e external aapecta u ftaHla 

vhich he fllla vltb allualona, iaagea, and referencea from bla 

vaat atorebouM of rabblnlc Uteratura. 

?be eaalut and most frequently uaed -tboda are thoee which 

depend on llaple textual manipulation. 'lbeM are, for exmiple, like 

anagram• <•tbod 20)' bomony.a c .. thod 60), vord proximity <•tbod 78 >, 
and to-.aaorelic notation Ctneth ode 94-100). 'lbe aoet f requent are 

Haeoretic notation•, l . e. the gathering of all the occurencu of a 

word ln Scripture and eoanectlng their context•. 'lbla la a aetbod 

w11lcb can be operated on every vord whlcb bu a aate in Scripture. 

We can probably uamie that Aaher had a Maaoretlc handbook glYing 

hia Uatlnga of auch vorda in Scripture. 

Next to Maaoretlc notation• g.atrla la the moat popu~ar .. thod. 

About three•fourtha of th• IMthoda l.n~lve numerical equlvalenta or 

·~ aort , eltber of l:tter( a ) or vord(a) . We haft already noted that 

g.matrla became very popular l.n the tvel ftb and thirteenth centurlea 

1c..atrla la the aanlpulatlon according to n~rical equlvalente. 
It can alao ... n "calculatlon., ae ln Avot 3: 18 . The uM of letter• t o 
atand tor nuabera vaa uaed by the Bab'Yi'Oiit.ana and Greeka. Ge.atria vaa 
alao uaed .. ong lnterpretera or druaa in the Hellenhtlc world and 
vu a prevalent method ln the time of the S~ond T.lple. CBncycl oJ>!df,a 
J udalca, vol . 7 , pp • .:169-370.: 
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along vlth otbar typea of nOll•lltaral nag..... c ... p. 6) It ii Dot 

unre&9ooabl• to auppoea that Aaber aleo bad accue to .. g .. td.a band

boolca" vblcb prOTided ht.a vlth tabl .. of word• coneepoadlng to 

nmber• aD4 rlce ,,.na. 

Lea• frequent are .etbode euch •• Atb:ub 1 C•thod 24), Atb!cb 

Caethod 26) or each word ln a var•• ending vltb the a-. letter 

(method 39. 'lbeM .. thode are baMd on aora than tbe Scriptural 

material ltaelf and require addltlonal l.deu in order to complete 

the mgule. Atbacb, for ~ple, occur• only once. 'lhf.e unLque 

example la uMd to explain a vord vblch gave .. ny c~ton qulte 

a blt ot trouble Ce• p. 56, n.2) and u not an eaey .. tbocl d.nca 

lt requlr .. aanlpulatlng th• alphabet in 3 nctlou. 

It l• aurprialng bow often Aeher•a apparently artificial or 

~ontrlved exageela often colncldea with a ml.draablc atatement. In 

many lnetaacea via find parallel• in the aldraeb to bla u .. of g ... trla. 

'lbe aldraablc atatement la often ••unpk-ow.n" ad laOlt often doea not 

uM g ... tri.a 1n lta own atat-nt; but when aeen vltb A8ber'a g ... trta 

the mldraeb au.a to vork better, 1.a., the g-.trla provide• tbe 

textual link vblch th• llidrub ..... to cait. 'ft\ree eumplu aay aake 

thle clearer. Gen. 6:13 atatea: "And God aald to Noah: ''lbe end of 

all fleeh la cme before Me; fer the earth la tilled vlth violence 

through th•: and behold I vill dutroy tb• vltb th• earth.'" 

Genealt R&bbab 36:7: " tt. Runa and R. Jer•l.ab ln R. lababA'a na• 
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aald: 'Bva tbe tbrea bandbreadth• of tbe eartb '• aartaca vblcb the 

• 
plough turn• waa vubed .,.,. " Aaber pron.dee a textual link .ta 

"It la three bandbreadth•" (5+10+1) • (3oo+30+300+5) + (9+80+8+10+40)•798. 

i.e.. 16: 16 etatu: "And be shall aake aton..aitt for the holy place •• • 

and •o ahall be do for the tent of meting, that dvelletb vlth hla 

in the •id•t of tbalr anclaanUnu•." ,!!!!! 56b reading tbb "9r8• 

et.ate• that the Sbaltlnah uen dwlla vi.th thoM who are unclean. 

Aaer: 1 l n:i o nK 1 ::iw01 ~at dwelleth with tb• in the 

aidat" baa th• n.-.rlcal 9e1ulvalent of 1244. (5+300+20+50) + (1+400+40) 

+ (2+400+6•20). 'Ibl• l• alao•t equal to 

D:'I' l ':l i1 l ':>•:I "even though they are unclean the Sbeklnah la •ong 

th•" ( 1+80 ~ + ( 7+30) + ( 3oo+5+40) + (5•10+6) + (9+40+10+40) + (5+300+ 

20+i0+s0+s> • < 2•10+ 50+10+s+40> •1245, 

Dt, 22:6: "It a blrcla nut chance be fcund.,,tbou aball not take 

the daa vltb the yoonl " Ra•hl citing Hglllp 138a •tata8 tbat tbla 

axclud•• that vblch la alvaya at band u in the caH of the courtyard. 

Aeher: , p ac,p ·, •-..t chance .. ha• the n1marlcal equlnlent of 46, 

(10+100+200+1) + (100+50). 'nth b a1110at equal to 

"axcludu tbat vblcb la at hand" (80+200+9) + (30+40+7•6•40+50)11462.1 

1?be u:mple• gl'991l can ... uy be aultlplf.ed. Ralnetz'a note• proYldu 
parallel• to rabblnlc latarature for about all kind• of nallal'lcal aaalpa• 
latloaa, Ct, eepecl.ally ~ft 7: 10, 11:27, 18:7, Ix, 4:17, 10:10, 1S:4, 27: 20, 
28:6, 30:13 , Lev. 21:1, 16:12, 16:16, 19:27, 19:28, 20il8, 21:1,Dt, 12:13, 
17:15, 18:10, and 22:6. 
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Tbe bulc tut of the actat llabbl vaa aftarall Scrlptan. lt 

..... plnalbl• to believe that the1 ccutncted their aldruhSa oat 

of Scrlpnr. rat.lier than by letting their laagf.natlan roma wit.boat: 

an,. dbclpllae. It dou not .._ oat of oder to apeculate that tbu• 

.. ,. ba,,. been acme oral tradltlon of g_.Ula and otbu alaf.lar uon

llteral engu•• vblch preceded ~ accounted for th• aidrublc 

1tai-nta, )'9t Vhf.ch wre uot lncluded ta tb• written text of the 

•ldrub. To be nre, there are aaaplea of g-.attla t.n acme aidrubfa. 

Tb 11 lead• u again to napect that acme atate9ellt• ln tbe aldrub 

algbt baft bem pruerftd vlthoat tbelr g_.trla or 11allar engetlcal 

bait.. lu tbla caanectlcm we baft noted abaft Cp.8) that A8bu uu 

« .. trla evea ln hie halachlc corpua, th• hr. 

There are c.re.u of ahdy nggeated by tbla tlaeela vblcb coald not 

be lnwftlgated at tbla tW.. A8bu ' a letual c~tary cSeMnu a 

Mparate paper- la ltalf. It voald be but to atildy tbu vorlt vlth 

Nachaanldu c~tary la u aucb aa Aaber ofta cltu bia ln ble own 

c~tary, 

Another poellble area la the probl• of the influence of aqlc 

and nperetltlon in A1her'1 c~tary. For u:aple, Aner c~tlng an 

tile proxlalty of tba pbraMa: "Ye aball not .. t of the blood" ad" •• ., 

neither aball ,.e practlca dinnatlon" in Le•. 19: 26 atatu that tbla 

llUl\I that one la not to divine by food u murderer• do, vbo eat bread 

~r the dead pueon 80 the Aftnger doe1 not take wn.geance." Trachtenberg 

in bla Jwf.!h Ka&lc and Sgperttltloo 1tatu that ,._rderera ate bread 

and Hit 1-ediatel1 after their crlau to preTeDt the return of th• 

•1ct la'• apirlt to wreak wngence upon th•" (p. 160,161) Pubfq>I Alber 

vaa referring to thia cu1tcm, 
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The fol loving i• a coapreheneive liet of all the veraea which 

.Jacob ben Aaher commente on. They are lieted by the exegetical 

method• ducribed avove ; Vereu marked with an aeterlak are 

diacu11ed in the text page1 12-126. 'llte f o llowing abbreviations 

ehould be no ted: 

I • Itur _Bikurim add1 correction 

R • Reine~ add• correction 
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