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Jacob ben Agher's commentary to the Torah originally consisted

of two parts, The first part, which apparently appeared at the be-
ginning of each section, is a non-literal type of exegesis consisting

of Masoretic notation, gematria, notarikun and other related types

of exegetical methods, This first part was meant to be an introduction
to "gladden the heart” and prepare the reader for his second more
sober literal exegetical commentary, These two parts became separated
in the course of time; the former non-literal section {s very popular
and was eventually included in the Mikraot Gedolot. Asher's non-literal
commentary {s the subject of this thesis,

The thesis begins with an introduction, giving a brief history
of Jacob ben Asher showing the influences upon him of the Hasidei
Askenaz, "The Devout of Germany,” Nachmanides, and Meir of Rottenberg
and noting that this period, the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries
was one in which the mystical, non-literal interpretation of Bible
bacame the prevalent type of exegesis,

The main body of this thesis is a detailed analysis of Asher's
non-literal exegetical methods using the 1752 Furth edition with
the super-commentary of Itur Bikurim (Baruch ben Elkana), One hundred
different methods have been identified and subsaquently arranged in
order following ascending exegetical units, Methods 1 to 56 use the

letter as the basis for exegesis; methods 57 to 100 use the word as




the basis for exegesis. .

in the following section called "Concluding Comments of Asher's
Exegetical Methods" she methods are analyzed briefly; e.g. why some
methods are are numerous than others, gematria as the textual link

of certain midrashim, and other topics for further study suggested

by this paper.
An index to additional passages in Asher's commentary illustrating

the exegetica! methods is found at the end of the thesis.




TABLE OF CONTENTS

Introduction ..eeesssscsccecesssssssssssssesssscnncassnsonsces

The Exegetical MethodB.sesesssecsccscssssssvscsssssssasssnnsss

The Letter as the basis for exegesis, methods 1=56,..00000cess

Method 1 First letter of a WOrd,secocsssssvsssscscsassssssnse

1.1 First letter's numerical equivalent,.cescesssscssss

2 A letter is crooked,.sacesecsssssnsssssssssssssseses

2,1
2,2
2,3
3
L
5
5.1

6

Name of crooked letter.secccscccecesssceccconcces
Numerical equivalent of the crooked letter,..seses
General graphic character of the crooked letter...
A letter is cut off..cccessssssssssssccsssssancsne
A letter has a double fOrMiccsesscocscecscesceccss
Numerical equivalent of a bent letter..eecccccsses
Numerical squivalent and shape of the bent letter,
A letter is small..sccscsvcscsncencccssnsscssssnnne
Numerical equivalent of a small letter,..cececcses
Numerical equivalent of a large letter,,ececsscess
Two similar letters..ccacccssssscessscssscassseses
Two large letters are formed into a word .essessss
Large letter's place in 2lphabet..cececcscscscssss
Name of large letter...ccsssescsscsccssscossensnes
A letter is large, word is defective,.ececccscscss
A letter is crooked and large...esssssscasssssssss

A letter is suspended..eccessssesscssssscsnsssscens

A 1““‘ "- M....I.............I...........

£

12
13

13
13
14
14
15
15
17
17
18
18
19
19
20
20
20
21
21
22

23




Method

10

10,1
10,2
10,3
10,4

11

11,1
11,2
11,3

12

13.1

14

15

1o

17

18

19

20

Number of CrownS..esssscsessssssssssssssnsssnssse

Name of crowned letter,.sssecevssssscssscennssnne
The crown i{s the basis for the exegesis....cesese
Numerical equivalent of the crowned letter...sess
Rumber of crowns and nmmerical equivalent of

crowned letterS.ccscsssscesscssssssssssnsannssnss

Dotted letter's numerical .quimnt...-.........
Dotted letter is left of” the word,eesssesesscsns
Dotted letter i{s repositioned..eecscsscscsescases

Dotted letter is left out, remainder is assigned
its numerical equivalent...cescecocssssscssssasans

Abrence of 8 MADik..eseesncssscccssassscesssssses

The missing letter(s) of a word assigned its
mumerical equivalent,.csssesccssscssccscsenssssss

The missing letter is assigned fits numerical
equivalent; the word i{s hémonymous to another

m.........l.....‘....l...................0....

The added letter(s) of a word is assigned its
numerical equivalent..eseececesssscnscncssenssse

A superfluous letter(s) {s assigned its mmerical

equivalent,secececessssssscssssncscassssnnanssse

A missing conjunctive vav is assigned its
numerical equivalentesesecssessscscvssscccssnese

The letters of a word are assigned their
nunerical equivalentS..essecescesnscscssssessscee

Each letter of word is twice the numerfical
value of the letter that precedes It in the

‘!mhtl....D....Q.I...‘l...............I....l.

Each letter of a word {s the first letter of a

new 'ord............I.....'C.....l.l..‘..‘l..-..

Anagram, ,eseees I o

25
26
26
27

27

30

31

32

32

33

34

34
35




Method Page

20,1 Anagram used to explain an adjacent word,..ss.. 36
20,2 Anagram: 1 word formed into 2 WOTdS,eessesnsses 37
20,3 Anagram and numerical equivalent ..cccssesnssss 38 .

I

i
=

20,4 Anagram: 2 words form 1 new word..sessssssnsess 39 .1
20,5 Anagram; 2 words form 2 WOrdS.ceeccesssecsnsese 39 Eg
20,6 Anagram: 2 words form 3 WOTdS.eessesscssssssses 39
21 A letter of a word is assigned its numerical

equivalent; the rest of the word is read with
the help of @ homMONYMesesesssssssssssssassssnse 40

3

22 A word is assigned its numerical equivalent,,...
22,1 Gematria and number of letters in a second verse 49

22,2 Gematria of word, its equivalent in the alphbet, =
absence of letter in & Verse,.ccceescsesessscsse 50 :
b2

22,3 Gematria and homoONYM,seessesscscassossssssnnnne 50
22,4 Gematria of a word explains another word in

the VerSe.ccssssssssscennscssssesssssssssesnses 50

23 Lettere of a word are spelled out,.eessssssress 51
23,1 Some of the letters of a word are speiled ont,, 52

24 L T e 52
24,1 Atbagh and anAgram,.eecesseccscscessecsesssnsse 54
24,2  Atbash number of letters in verse, gematria,ee. 54
25 Atbash and gematrif,scececcecssccescsccscscsnees 55
26 Atbach,sssecesessssssssesesscscsccssnrensssnses 56

27 “. m o! 1“&“‘ l!l a m................. 56

28 Partial numerical equivalents of 2 adjacent =

WOrdS.seesecsscncsssnesssossasssassnnssssscsnanse




Partial numerical equivalents of 2 adjacent

WOTdB.c0csnssssssssscascssnsssssssnsscssanssnse

Initial letters of consecutive words form a

NeWw WOTd,sesvssssscsnssnncssscsssssssssssnsans

Initiai lettars of consecutive words are
assigned their numerical equivalents,.ssssssee

Final letters of consecutive words form a new

m......‘.........I...l.......ll...l.llll.l.

Final letters of consecutive words are assigned
their numerical m’.ﬂt‘“.oo...cuto.o-.-..oo

First ard last letters of consecutive words

form a new Word.cessesssscscssssssnsesassssass

FPirst letters of consecutive words are assigned
their numerical eguivalents, last letters form

8 WOrd,ecasssssnssesoncsosssescnsansanssenssees

The last letters of several pairs of words are

the BADE,,essssrescsssrssssssscsssssssnnsennss

A particular letter is found in each word of

B
I
-
{'"_,;‘_
Fa
3
T
=
f."‘i
g
B

The number of times a letter occurs in a verse
is multiplied by its numerical valee,..ceesese

Tt
F

Words in part of a verse end with the same

letter,cssnccnssssnssssssrscsnssnsconsnnnsesnee

Bach word in a verse ends with the same letter
The same letter is at the beginning and end

Of & Ver8e scsssccscsccscsssecssssescassssssnss

The letter is assigned its numerical equivalent

A word is formed by taking the first and last
letters of & VersSe..cscccccsessssscnssncscnnse

A nuber is formed by taking the numerical
equivalent of the Zirst and last letters of

B VEIBE s 0cesssrsessrassssstessasssessesessnssses




The first and last latters of a verse are
put together to form a word,ceessessssssssssses

The number of letters in a verse is counted....
The entire alphabet is in a Verse..ecesecesscse

The first and last letters of 2 consecutive
verses are the same and assigned their numerical
equivalents, That number is equal to the number
of words in the 2 versesS..scsesssccccscessssses

Two verses are compared by rearranging the
letters of a word from the second wverse to form

a word that is found in the first Verst,sececss

The number of letters in a section is counted
and related to an .‘jmt VErs€,secascossssnne

Two adjacant words are assigned their numerical
equivalents and multiplied by the number of
times they are found together in a section,,...

The first letter of the first word of each

verse is assigned its numerical equivalent,....

A word {s formed by taking the first and last
letters of a section,.cessesssssssssscssssnssss

In a group of related names in a section some
letters are absent...seessssssscscssscssssnscns

In a group of related names in a section a
letter is found to be present in only one of

the NAMEB,sesessscscscnsssssssnsssscsnsnnsssesne

All the letters of the alphabet except one
are found In a section,seccsssssssacssesscssess

The entire alphabet is found in a section...eee

Derived forms of the same root are found in
two similar verses, The words are compared;
the letters which are different are assigned
their numarical ml“l“u-..-..-.coot-o-.sctl

The letters which are different are subtracted,

'r-—-—v!a:-.-_q.;v.-r-'.. o —

—.

Iy B

) M‘ Lﬁ,r 5-,' 3 _l:?l‘c‘;.




The last letter; of the first words of each
book of the Torah are assigned their numericai
equivalents and added together,.ssssescsscccesas

The first letters of the first words of each
book of the Torah are assigned their numerical
equivalents and added together..scecesccscsscces

A word is written defectively; the word as the
basis for exegesis, methods 57,1=100,,40000ss00s

A word is written defectively, making it
possible for & word play,.ecscesscssssscscensssce

A word is a palindrome,.ececcecsscencsccncssecse
A new word is formed by reading a werd

backiardS.ccsesssssssscesescsscsssnscsscssssnnces

mm.‘...........-.....l..........l.........

A word in a verse is contrasted with a synonomous
word or expression which does not appear,,.esses

A word or phrase is explained by a word

association,.eesssceenssnssssssnsssesssnscsssnse

A word in a verse is used to explain an

ldjmt VECSC,ueereeeresossssssssssensssnssnnee

A number stated in one verse is related to the
following verse..scesssscsssscsssccsssssssnsssce

A number in cne verse is related to the same
numbar in another VELBR,cecsasanssscnsssnsnssnes

A number in a verse is explained by the
occurence of the mumber in another context,..see

The word AE  sesssessssssccssssunssssscsssssns

The word P sssssssssccscscsssssnssssssesane

The word oox LR L L R e R e Y]

The word MR esssnssssssesssssssssssssssanss

The word A as adding one,eeessssssscesscsen




!' G’ fkl‘r !

.i‘!.

The word 1K sscsssscscssscsssccscsssasenseses
Pesik explained as & pauBe.cescssecscscsscescecs
A word has 2 different trope/accent marks.eceses
A word is repeated in a verse..csccscccccncecscs

The number of times a word or derived forms of
a word is found in a verse is counted.seessscees

The number of times a word is found in a verse
is counted, The number of words between each
.occurence of the word is counted and found to

be the sam@,ccsessssscsnssssssessscscsssccsssees

Two words in construct are repeated within a
single verse; the number of repeated occurences

is comted,sseecscscacssssescscscessscsessssncss

4

The order of certain words is explained,.cccssee

T s

Ly =

A sequence of related words is counted..cessseces

L%

The number of words in a verse is counted.seeees

PR TR

',f._ g R

The number of letters in each of 2 related verses
is counted, The difference is equsl to the numeri-
cal equivalent of a word which is found in one of

the Verses ceecsssscsssscsscsscsssssnsncssssssne 99

5 e

T Oy

The number of letters and words in a verse is

cmm.-..o.o.l..o..t00ot....n.ooo.-o.o.t..o..o 100

The number of letters and words in one vwerse is
equal to the number of letters and words in a

second VErS€,ssssscascscccssesssesssssescsnsasss

The number of words in part of one verse is the
same as the number of words in part of another

VB s s eenessssssssssstsnsssssistsdssssssnesnenes

A verse begins and ends with worde derived from

the same root.sessssccessscscscsssssssssncecnnss

T
AL
'n“f-.




A verse bagins and ends with words derived

from the same root; other words derived from
the same root are also found in the verse and
counted together,.csccscssssscsssssssssnssansasss 102

A word is singled out; a homonymous word is used
tc relats that verse with its adjacent verse,,... 103

Inverted DiNB.seusssescccscssssssssocssccssssnssne 103

Two phrases in adjacant verses ars related,.ceese 104
Two adjacent varses in a verse are related,.eseee 105

Derived forms of the same root are found in
two similar verses; each form is assigned its
nunarical equivalent..cseesseccesscccscsccscosces 105

Contrasting word-orders of similar phrases are

COmPaATed, sesssssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss 106

Two similar phrases in Scripture are compared,... 107

The number of times given forms of a root are
found in a section is countedessssscssnssscsscans 108

All the derived forms of a root in a section
are collected and their mmerical equivalents
M tm“.IOOOOOOOC.-..l....‘....‘...l....l. llo

The number of worde in a section is counted and
that number is assigned a Scriptural word

mlnl“t.....l'........oliP......I.......ll.... 111

The numeral representing the number of words
in a section is formulated into letters and the
letters re-arranged to form & word,ssesessscssess 111

The first and laet letters of a section are
related by means of a word play on both of

the wordSssessscsssessescesscesnccancccssscsrcnse 112

The number of times a phrase is found in a

section is counted, That mmber is equal “o the
numerical equivalent of a letter of a word

found outside the section,.ccecscessssssscrcsscens 112




87

92
93
9%

95

96

97

99

99,1

99,2

99.3

The mmber of timee a phrase is found in a
section is counted, The number of words in
the phrase is aleo counted.ssssscccsssscssssssss 113

The mumber of verses in a section is counted,... 115

The position of a verse in a section and the
number of letters in that verse are the same,,., 115

In a 1ist of nouns in a section, the first
noun is said to be in its initial position
because it is the most important.,sesccssccssces 116

In a 1ist of related nemes in a section, one
is not as closely related, Its presence
explained by Asher by means of a word play,.. 116

The number of items in a section is counted,.ses 117
A name i{s absent In a section,..ecescssscsccccas 118

A section is divided up into equal divisions,
Phrases in the section are countedeseessesssacss 118

The petiha is interpreted to mean a pause,,eseee 119

A number of similar verses in the Torah is
counted; the number of words in those verses
i{s also counted,sssesassssssssssnsssssnssssnssne 119

All the occurences of a phrase in the Torsh are

counted,qrsesessecssccsssnrsscsenscennccsnsnvsne 120

The mumber of times a word is fourd in Scripture

is countedaisesnsssssssvesessvessascsesssnssannens 120
All the occurences of a word(s) are isolated,,.. 121

A word is found twice in Seripture, One
occurence is at the beginning of a verse, and
the other occurence is at the end of a verse,q .«

All the occurences of a word in
are T--eoumerated, In one place it is written
defectively and in the other place plene,scseses

All the occurences of a word i{n Scripture are
singled out, One of the verses in which the

word appears containe the entire alphabet and
relates to the other verseS,.ccscccsssnsssssssse 125

.'1“""'1';-: TEE T ar

B

a1

Y IV o

> T =%
=ATh

Sty

g

v
" A
4

-‘ ¥ A.‘

DJ.-.




T
j_-.fr. ¥ r u-..lltlli,.,‘

Method Page

100 All the occurences of a phrase in Scripture
are singled out, The several occurences are
connected by a word homonymous to the first
word In the phrase,cecceccsssscssssssssssssssase 126

Cmcludhg comments on Asher's Mm lhﬂlodl............. 127

__._‘ Inm. e e T R R LR R LR L R RS LR R R A L LR L LA LR L) 132




INTRODUCTION

The main thrust of this thesis is to present a full analysis
of Asher's manifold exegetical methods, lis commentary has long
been noted for the ingenious and intricate techniques he employs,

My interest in Asher's commentary was first stimulated by
Dr. Samuel Greengus, In a class of his, portions of Asher's
commentary were read and discussed. Dr, Greengus commented that a
study of Asher's commentary would make a fine thesis, and since
I am interested in biblical exegesis, I decided to do just such
a study. T might add that Dr, Greengus's constant encouragement
and support were of great help.

This study of the exegetical methnds of Jacob ben Asher has
spanned several years involving the reading, translating, and
analysis of his entire commentary to the Torah, The main text used

was the 1752 Furth edition of Asher's Perush al lia=Torah published

along with the supercommentary, Itur Bikurim (Baruch ben Elkana).
It was only after T completed the translation that I discovered

Jacob Reinetz's edition, Perush Baal ha-Turim al ha=Torah (Tel

Aviv, 14971). This edition includes a collection of other manu-

scripts. Reinetz's discussion is in many respects superior to that

of the standard Itur Bikurim super=commentary, I regret that the




pressures of time prohibited my making a complete study of Reinetz's

own super-commentary as well as all of his textual variants,

Jacob ben Asher, the third son of the Talmudist, Asher ben
Yehiel (the Rosh), was born in Germany about the year 1270, In
1303 the family emigrated to Toledo, Spain in the wake of a civil
strife in Germany between Adolph of Nassau and Albrecht of Austria.
Asher ben Yehiel's fame preceded him, The pulpit of Toledo was at
that time vacant and he was installed as rabbi.

The first we hear of Jacob ben Asher is in 1317, when Jacob
and his brother Judah were appointed treasurers of Tsedakah money
by tlieir father, It was their job to distribute the money as
alms, Upon their father's death in 1327 Judah took his father's
post as rabbi of Toledo, subsequently becoming the chief rabbi
of all of Castile.

It seems that most of Jacob ben Asher's life was spent in
poverty. “or the most part he earned a precarious liviihood lend-
ing money; he wandered in many countries noting the varying religious

customs, which he describes in his magnum opus the Arbah Turim. He

died and was buried in Toledo, Spain the twelfth of Tammuz in 1340,

Jacob ben Asher's first halachic work was Sefer ha-Remazim,

This is a summary of the halachic decisions found in his father's

earlier work Ha-Asheri (Kitsur Piske ha-Rosh, Constantinople, 1575, )

His own fame, however, rests on his manmoth code the Arbah Turim,




"The Four Rows" from which he became known as the Baal ha=Turim,
"Master of the Rows," Before he wrote this code he wrote a commen—
tary to the Torah, This commentary discusses some of the peshat

or "literal meaning" interpretations of earlier commentors such as
Rashi, Saadia Gaon, and 1bn Ezra. He particularly favors and fre-
quently quotes from Nachmanides, disregarding, however, the latter's
kabbalistic commentary, As an embellishment to this commentary he
added non-literal sections before each of the literal interpretation
sections, or as Asher terms them "delicacies to gladden the heart,"
According to tradition these non-literal sections were written in

a single night.l It is this non-literal interpretation which is the
subject of this thesis,

These two commentary sections were separated in the course of
time and came to be published separately as two commentaries, The
earliest known printed edition of the first one, i.e. the literal-
interpretation section, appeared in Zolkiew in 1506 and in subsequent
editions. The second, the non-literal commentary, was apparently

more popular; it was first printed under the title of Perush ha-Torah

le-Rav Yaakov Baal ha-Turim in Constantinople in 1500 and 1514 and

in many subsequent editions, It is this second commentary that is also

o lJacoh K. Reinetz, Perush Baal ha-Turim al ha-Torah, Tel Aviv,
rfhillip Feldheim, Inec,, 1971, p.l0,




found in the Mikraot Gedolot of Bomberg (1546-48) and subsequent

editions,

Reinetz studied some twenty manuscripts of Asher's second
commentary and notes that only cne of them, found in Hanitoba} also
contains the first commentary, This manuscript is the oldest and
was first written some 50 years after Asher's death.2

As further proof that the two commentaries were written as
one, we note that the introductions to both commentaries are identi-
cal .3 The one differcnce is & note at the end of the non-literal
commentary that the terms ‘591 #4913y "idol worshippers" do not
refer to the people among whom he lives, This could have been an
addition by the publisher if it is not by Asher himself, Even in
this introduction Asher states that "I have intended to write at the
beginning of each section a list of embellishments, gematria and
Masoretic notaticns to gladden the heart." In one instance in the
two editions® the same comment is duplicated in both commentaries,
This sect ‘on is almost identicai word for word; because of its

literal style it properly belongs to the )literal commentary,

Inumber 32,
2pe inetz, p.10,

3Cmpari.ng the non-literal Furth 1752 edition to the literal
Hanover 1838 edition,

“ibia
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Since this thesis deals with the non-literal commentary, I quote
from this section below so that the reaeder may have some idea of

the nature of this other commentary:

L)
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And it came to pass about three months after, that it was

told Judah, saying: 'Tamar, thy daughter=in-law hath played

the harlot; and moreover, behold she is with child by harlotry.'
And Judah said: 'Bring her forth and let her be burned, '(Gen.38:24)

Rashi's explanation is that she must be burned because she is
the daughter of Shem,! And the daughter of a priest who has
played the harlot must be burned, The commentary of Ramban
states that the law "and the daughter of any priest, if she
profanes herself by playing the harlot,,.she shali be burned
with fire," (Lev. 21:9)is only applicable if she is engaged

or married, Tt does not apply to a woman who is waiting to

be married by her brother-in-law, Whether she is an Israelite's
daughter or a priest’'s daughter, her punishment is only that
of having vioiated a simple negative precept.? And if you say
that marrying a childless brother's wife was customary among
the Sons of Noah and their prohibitions were punished by death,
one can show in Sanhedrin (5la) that it is made clear that a
woman waiting to be married by her brother=-in=-law is not

like tne Sons of Noah at all,

"

-
-

And there is another difficulty in that punishment by death
for the Sons of Noah is only by the sword (and not by fire),3
Also Judah says "she is more rightecus than I" (Gen, 38:26)
ail the more so she should be frund guilty, Ramban explained
the reason (for death by fire) by sayving that since he (Judah)
was the 1 ader and governor of the land his daughter=-in-law
who played the harlot was not judged by the same law as other
women who played the harlot, Rather she is judged s one who
made spite of the kingdom, Therefore he said "bring her forth
anc let her be burned," The people came before him to do his
bidding for he declared her guilty of a capital crime because
of the superior rank of royalty,

According to the literal interpretation of the text, a married
woman who plays the harlot is turned over to her husband who
decrees life or death for her as he wishes., She (Tamar) was
designated for Shelali his (Judah®s) son, and she was therefo-e
considered a married woman according to their laws,

IMelchizekek (Gen, 14:18) is said to be Shem, (Nedarim 32b).
2Sripes, but not death,

3 Sanhedrin 56a,
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But our Rabbi, Judah ha-Hnsi.dl, says that Judah did not decree
that she be burned but rather they were to burn an fimpression
between her eyes as a sign that she played the harlot, But
because Judah knew that her action was because of him and that
she was not really a harlot, nothing was done to her,

There are yet more difficulties about what Judah said: "Bring
her forth and let her be burned". Was not Judah a kilng and a
king does not judge nor do they judge him,? Furthermore, in
cases having to do with 1ife, they begin their investigation
indirectly, And moreover how could he judge his own daughter=
in-law? The explanation is that Isaac, Jsacob, and Judah g‘udgad
her and they began indirectly with Judah, In the Midrash~” it
says that Shem himself judged her, But this is impossible.
For if you calculate the number of years from generation to
generation you will find that he was already dead. (oncerning
what is said in Avodah Zarah (36b): "If an unmarried man had
sexual intercourse with an unmarried woman the verdilct is
delivered by the court of Shem because of the incident of
Tamar," it is not that Shem was still living but all the courts
of law were called after his name,

The literal interpretation of the Bible reached its peak in the
twelfth century with the commentaries of Rashi, Samuel ben Meir,
Ibn Ezra and others, At the beginning of the thirteenth century there
was a change, The Bible was read for its hidden meanings; each
consonant, vowel, dot, space, or Massoretic note was interpreted,
The early mysti's by the end of the twelfth century began to expound
on the Bible in this way., With the development of Kabbalah in Spain
and other countries this non-literal method of interpretation be=-

came dominant, Asher, having a thorough trzining in rabbinics, was

1judah ben Tsaac, 1166-1224
2Sanhedrin 15a,

3Genesis Rabhah £5:13,
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attracted tc the Kabbalah but yet retained an appreciacion for the

literal meaning of the text,

Jacob ben Asher was especially influenced by Nachmanides and

the views of the MPasidei Ashkenaz, the Devout of Germany, The Hasidei

Ashkenaz was a religious group who had common social and ideological
backgrounds, Their first centers werc in Regensberg in Southern
Germany, and in the communities of Speyer, Worms, and Mainz on the
%hine, From these centers their influence spread over most of Ger-
many and even to some extent to France, Most of their literature

was written in the first half of the thirteenth century; ethical
wills and a large corpus of esoteric works, some of which are mystical
treatises, According to their own tradition their philosophy reached
them through a long oral chain which had its beginnings in Italy in
the eighth century, carried mainly by the Ralonymus family, Some of
the more prominent members of this group included Samuel ben Kalonymus
he-Hasid (the Fious) who lived in the second half of the twelfth
century, his son Judah ben Samuel he=liasid (d 1217) and his pupil
Elizer ben., Judah b, Kalonymus of Worms (4, 1230),

Jacob ben Asher is a product of this movement. His father, Asher
ben Yehiel, a learned scholar, must have been aware of this movement,
The type of exegesis which Jacob ben Asher's commentary presents
is in keeping with the mystical tendecies of this movement, In many
places in his code, especially in Orah Hayim he even quotes from

the writings of the Hasidei Ashlcenaz.l

See for instance Orah Hayim Section 113,
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Another strong, yet indirect influence upon Jacob ben Asher
was Meir of Rottenberg, Asher ben Yehiel, Jacob's father, was the prize
pupil of Rabbi Meir.! Meir's influence is especially evident in the
Masortetic notations, Rabbi Meir might have even been the originator
of this exegetical method; in anv case some of Asher's own Masoretic
notations are identical or similar to those of Meir of Rottenberg.z

Jacob ben Asher was not above inserting non-literal exegesis
in his more sober law code the Arba Truim, Although I have not
made a thorough study of his codes, I have found some instances of
gematria, For example, in Orah Hayim, section 6, Asher says that one
should say in the morning the benediction "Blessed art Thou, Lord
our God, King of the univers. who hast formed man in wisdom and
created in him many orifices and many cavities (p*%i%m ,o"9%1%n ),
Do not read, says Asherps%%n,p*%%n for the numerical equivalent of

B2%190,0°9190 5 248 (8+30%6+30%10+40=124x2=246), This is equal to

the number of limbe a man haa.3

l1saac zaav Kahana, Teshuvot Foskim Uminhagim, Jerusalem, Mcsad
Ravkook, 1957, Vel,1, p.9,

2Rabbi Meir's Masoretic notations are reprinted in Kahana, op. cit.
~f., for example, Gen, 1:1 and 1:7; Kahana's notes are useful in
comparing Asher and R, Meir, R, Meir also used gematria to derive Halachic
decisions, See, for example, his Sefer Tashbats (edited by R, Shimshon
ben R, Zadok, New York, 1970) numbers 122, 135, 156, and 251, Reinetz,
op. cit,, alsc shows parallels between Asher and Meir of Rottenberg in
his discuseion,

3

Cf Berahot 60b and Asher ben Yehiel's comment.




While Asher's non-literal commentary was apparently very popular
and widely appreciated as evidenced by its incorporation into the

Mikraot Gedolot, this commentary must have presented its readers

with some difficulties. The foremost aid to understanding this
commentary was provided by Baruch ben Elkana, the author of a

super-commentary to Jacob ben Asher's Perush al ha=Torah, Elkana's

super-commentary must have been widely appreciated because it accom=
panied Asher's commentary in mary subsequent printed editions, In
some instances Elkana's comments are at times indistinguishable from
Asher's text,!

Elkana, who was a cantor in the village of Wittelshofen, a
village by Ansbach, chose the name Itur Bikurim for his super-commentary
for the following reasons: 1) Anyone who brings gifts to a scholar is
as if “e were bringing first fruits (gy~y33 ),2 2) The term gy 9133
"first fruits” is a term of importance as in Hosea 9:10: "I saw your
fathers as the first-ripe (7712333 ) in the fig-tree at her first
season,” cr as in Ps, 89:28: "I will alsoc appoint him first born"

( =2133)e Also the super-commentary is a crov = ( =ypsy ) to the
Baal ha-Turim, 3) ,,psp "crown or row" can also mean "to remove,"
Nedarim 37b states that the stylistic umbellishmentsO{7210 71Dy ), .

ere halacha from Sinai. The Rosh, Jacob ben Asher's father, says that

1 -
Gadoloi‘:e for example Asher's comment to Gen, 27:28 in the Mikraot

2Retuvot 105b,

TN ¢
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as such they are not to be removed ( 0¥ ) from the text, Elkana
wants to remove the mistakes from the first fruits, ie. Asher's
commentary, 4) The numerical equivalent of =yp»y is 295
(70*10+9+464200) and is equal to his own Hebrew name 177 7172
(2+200+6+20) (8+7+50)=293 adding 2 for the 2 words 293+2 or 295.:l
Similarly gi5353 "first fruits" is an anagram for 9172 2
"Who is Baruch" which Elkana adds: that he should write such a

a:|.:per-r:t:aummi:ary.2 5) Itur Bikurim as explained in Mishnah Beharot 3:10

are those fruits which surround the basket of first fruits which add
to the mitzvah, Itur Bikurim's super-commentary is an addition to the
commentary of Baal ha-turim,

Elkana records that he had before him a Mikraot Gedolot published

in Nasel (1618=-1619) and a Venice 1544 edition of Asher's commentary,
At times in his commentary he notes a textual variation in an un=-
specified Constantinople edition,

Additional super=commentaries on Asher's commentary are found
in the writings of R, Yonsef bar Issachar in his book Yosef Daat,
(Prague, 1698) This book is actually a commentary on Rashi giving
textual variants and comments, In a few places he attempts to correct
the gematria of Asher, Itur Bikurim in his introduction states that

after he completed his owm work he was told of this book and was first

lror examples of gematria in Asher's commentary sce metnhods 2,2,
21,22,and 23,

“this is probably an allusion to Jeremiah's scribe whose name is
also Baruch, (See Jeremiah 36), See method 20 in Asher's commentary for
additional examples of anagrams,

— e T
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under the impression that Yosef Daat was a book on Asher's commentary
and his own efforts were thus useless, He was much relieved to dis-

cover that the emphasis of Yosef Daat is on Rashi, Yosef Daat is

e s T T
i o

b LS

quoted in Itur Bikurim's own super-commentary,
A later super-commentary Yad Aharon, .a book written by Meir

Stashavski (Peterkov, 1909) gives sources and parallels, and attempts

to correct a few of the gematrias of Asher, He does not comment on
every verse, His discussion has been very helpful in my attempt to

find parallels and the meaning of some of Asher's caument:s.l

k _‘nv-w_.'_i g\.a -

The latest super-commentary is Jacob Reinetz's Perush Baal

ha-Turim al ha-Torah (Tel Aviv, 1971), Since my discovery of this

book, after my translation was completed, it has been a constant
companion, Reinetz has not only studied the variant manuscripts, as
mentioned above, but also has been of great help in locating parallels,
lle as an appendix providing short essavs on individual interpretations
of some of Asher's interpretations,

One super-commentary Mitsaref Lakesef by Naftali Hertz (Frankfort,

1814) was not available to me, Acenrding to Reinetz, this commentary
consists of attempts to correct the gematria of Asher where it apparently
does not tally, Reinetz, however, does not quote from this work in

his own treatment,

11 am especially indebted to Yad Aharon in in explicating the
examples in methods 26 and 27,




The Exegetical Methods

In the following enumeration of exegetical methods, I have

tried to order the methods in the most simple way, The way I have

found best is to arrange them by “textual units', That is, the

methods are arranged in ascending order of exegetical units.

Methods 1 to 56 deal with the letter(s) of a word(s), The methods

begin with the first letter of the first word of the first verse of

the first book of the Bible, to several letters in a word, letters

in adjacent words, letters in a verse, and so on, From method 57 to

to 100, the textual unit is the word level, i.e, word in a verse,

word * in a words in a verse, words in a section, words in the Torah and

80 on,

This is probably not the way Asher himself would have analyzed

his style but this arrangement has been very useful for our efforts

in classification,
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1# The first letter of a word is singled out for attention,

Our only example is from Gen, 1:1 where the bet, the first letter
in the first word in the first verse of the first book of the Bible,
is explained as standing for ;392 "blessing." Asher notes that

bet occurs in first position rather than alef which stands for

a1k “curse,"1®

1.1# The first letter's numerical equivalent is the basis
for exegesis, In npypxna, the bet has the numerical equivalent
of 2, meaning 2 worlds were created: this one and the world to t:lmne:2
or, in another interpretation, this word was created for the sake
of the 2 Torahs: the written and oral laus.3

A letter of a word is singled out for attention because its
shape is a deviation from its normal appearance,

24 The letter is crooked ( ABIPY ), and the crookedness
is the basis for the exegesis, For example, in Num, 24:6, Balaam
describes Israel "As valleys stretched out, as gardens by the river-
side, as aloes planted of the Lord,.." The ayin of ypwy ‘“planted"
is crooked suggesting that Israel is not firmly planted in this world

but will be in the world to come,

T Enoi% I€TNUUE waiK€d wiln an  asterisk exhaust all eyamples.
1cE, Genesis Rabbah 1:14, For additional examples in which a

letter stands for a word see method 4,
2ibid

Sibid. 1:6, and Paaneah Razah, 76,




2,1# The letter is crooked, but the name of the letter is
the basis for the exegesis, For example, in lev, 26:1: "You shall
make no idols, neither shall ye rear up a graven image,..," the pe
of Yo31 'graven image" is crooked, This suggests that one who
engages in idol worship denies the whole Torah which was given by
the kiss of the mouth ( “p=n3 ) of God,!

2,2%# The numerical equivalent of the letter is the basis
for the exegesis, For example, in Ex, 1:9: "And he said unto his
people: 'Behold the children of Israel are too many and too mighty
for us,..,'" the ayin of qpy "his people" is crooked, This
suggests tnat the children of Israel who came to Egypt with 70
(ayin=70) have now become more than the population of the Egyptians.

Additional examples:

pYwrpnY To7 LADIPY "3 - (pria miow) YRy 1INy
.N12D

snpaw 1Y ey Lapapy v {a%:12 'p'1) AR DoOnRY
g pYY .1'DDy T BRIV

Ayay 71Dy A3X0 iA%na
nyaw onxY (X:v *Hwd)

(a3:1v35 ow) .o33a%3 nayin

DY 'pn3 pYIw TR .aADVPY Y - (ap:13 “p*1) pnn aTyn YIRM
“.n%p1 nYa93 YRID? YIR2

Ice, Song of Songe Rabbah 1:12 For other exsmples in which the name of
a letter is the basis for exegesis see methods 7,4, 7,6, 10,1, 37, 40 and 51,

2ce, Yoma Sha,

e




2,3# The letter is crooked, and its general graphic character
is the basis for exegesis, For example, in Num, 1:22: "Of the children
of Simeon,,.according to the number of names by their polls,..", the
first lamed of nn%a%1% "by their polls" is crooked at the bottom.
The lamed, since it is the tallest of letters, symbolizes leadership,
The leader of the tribe of Simeon sinned and thus was no longer
part of the tribe,! Moreover, the tribe name 11¥2¥ "Simeon" has
no Ll_gg_q.z

3# The letter is cut of ( yys>pp ), and its defect is the
basis for the exegesis, In Num, 1:16: "These are the elect of the

congregation,..", the vav of ’K?7p "“elect" is cut off, and now

looks like a y_'m:l..3 Asher explains this defect by noting that the

elect of Simeon is Shelumiel whom he identifies with Zimri who
was slain.u

In another example, Num, 25:12, we find a variety of methods
developing from a single cut off letter, Toncerning Phinehas God says

t » Moses: :Behold I give unto him my covenant of peace,' The vav

of 0°%w "peace" is "cut off" and resenbles a zr.nc!.5 Asher says we can

1cF, Num. 25:14,

2Por another example in which the absence of letter(s) in a
name(s) is used in the exegesis see method 50,

¥ Retw *K*IP.  gpd '®?IP-  For additional examples in
which “Ktiv/«kri is employed in the exegesis see methods 22,4,
84, and 86,

Bog, Num. 1:6 and 25:14f€,

5
ktly oi%p 4 kri ove
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ag readily read nr%w '"complete" and thus Phinehas did not have Ww
a blemish, Furthermore, God gave Phinehas 10 (yod=10) gifts in i
the sanctuary and 10 in Israel, On these exegeses Asher reads the

cut off letter as written, h i

Asher notes that go%x  "Elijah" is soetimes written with a

vav although always with a iggl, and therefore identifies Phinehas

with Elijah.2 Jacob is written with an extra ng? which the Patriarch
will hold on to'until Elijah comes with the Messiah, At that time
Jacob will return the vay to Elijah's name, Here Asher usés a kind
of analogy of pyhp/wryw  With  jovx/inoyx .« Capping this
Messianic exegesis, Asher quotes Ps,l4:7: "Let Jacob rejoice; let
Israel be glad,”" The letters of NAW? "glad" can be rearranged

to form the word newn "Messiah“.“ Furthermore, the numerical
equivalent of p4by "peace’ (300+30*6+40=376) is equal to the
numerical equivalent of T?WH W17 vghis is the Messiah,"

(7+546) (40+300+10+8) = 376

1tn 5 verses Elijah is written n°%x®  and not 17298
2k 1:3, 4, 8, 12; Malachi 3:23,

2¢f, Ralbag on 1k 17:1E£f,
3Lev, 26:42; Jer, 30:8; 33:26, 49,27; 51:19

hFor other examples of anagrams see methods 11,2, 20-20,6,
24,1, 45, 68,1, 84,1, and 85 (£).
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4* A letter has a double form ( avv80 ), and the doubling

ig the basis for the exegesis, All the examples of this method
involve the letter pe, which can be written » or g5 . Asher explaing
the double form as meaning 2 words each with a pe., For example, in
D, 15:8: "put thou shalt surely open thy hand unto him,'" the pe
of nnp'open" is a double letter suggesting that one should open
the hand and the mouth ( an ) in assisting the poor.
AddiﬁionalJexamples:
1napa ogx? w* nwnd ornw -  (TrixY niaw) whivy

norwynd 9om ni3BY ooh wr - (v:x “ma7) 13D

OnRw DAapn %232 DRI 'R L0?YN
i? I’
Lonny b@33va orad

LYW 2 3BpY 70 3En % b - (9:7 “927) 70380

)

54 A letter is bent ( j;pinn ), and its numerical equivalent
1
is the basis for the exegesis, For example, in Gen, 32:11: I am
not worthy of all the mercies and of all the truth which Thou hast shown

Thy servant,..,'’ the yod of *nipp "Iam small" is bent. This suggests

that Jacob said to God: "Even though I have been blessed with 10

1Gf. Betsah 16a,
Cf, Sifre,
3Genesis 2712729,

*oe. Mehilta,

. L
blessingsS (yod=10) I am afraid for perhaps I have committed some offense.,L




5.1# The letter is bent, and its numerical equivalent is the
basis for the exegesis along with the shape of the letter suggested
by it being bent. For example, in Gen, 37:1: "And Jacob dwelt in
the land of his father's sojournings in the land of Canaan," the
yod of 713D "sojournings" is bent and looks like a kaf,
Jacob said: “Even though my brother merited much honor for the
honor he gave my parentsl, and even though I have been blessed with
10 (yod=10) blessings I am still obligated to send 10 items to my
brother? (kaf=20). T will go and prostrate ( 19K= 72 )
myself and honor my father in Hebron,

In another example, Dt, 5:28: But as for thee, stand thou here
by me...," the yod of sqpyp "by me" is bent and looks like a kaf,
Asher interprets this as meaning God said to Moses ''Stand bent in
( 5182 ) in fear," And in another interpretation, God tells
Moses, "Because of you I descended the 10 levelsato give you the
Ten Commandments,"

6# "ie letter is smaller than its normal size, and the size
of the letter is the basis for the exegesis. For example, in Gen,23:2
Sarah died and Abraham '"went to weep for her,™ the kaf of an2ab%a

"to weep” is small as Abraham wept only a little, for Sarah was old,

lGenesis 27, Genesis Rabbah 82:15,

2Gen, 32:15-16,

3Cf. Avot d'Rabbi Natan, par,34, Pirke d'Rabbi Eliezer, par,l4,
and Genesis Rabbah 19:13,
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6,1# The letter is small, and the numerical equivalent of

the letter is the basis for the exegesis, For example, Rebekah

= "

2

says to Isaac in Gen, 27:46: "I am weary of my life,..," the ﬁ‘rg
of NIXp "I am wcary" is small for Rebekah knew that the Temple

whose heignt was 100 cubits (qof=100) would be destroyed.l Asher

scry

W

o
:

contrasts this to Ps, 84:4: "Yea, the sparrow hath found a house

g

and the swallow a nest for herself," The $2£ of 11 “nest"

e
|

is big, for David wanted a palace whose height would be 100 cubits

and not be destroyed.

‘ . In another example, Dt, 32:18: "Of the Rock that begot thee Li

7 thou wast unmindful, and didst forget God that bore thee,' the yod ‘:-

5 3 i
of *wh "wast unmindful" is small for God gave man 10 (yod=10) by

e
rl

characteristics? and tested him with 10 trials, Therefore in Num,14:17:

WETS

'Z. "And now I pray thee, Let the power of the lord be great,.,.,” the

! yod of L3> "be great" is large because Abraham was tested g
& I
- with 10 trials,? £

-

7% The letter is large, and the numerical equivalent of the

letter is the basis for the exegesis, For example, in Dt, 6:4:
TNk A v3avk Ay Yrower You "Hear O Israel

Vil s

Vi

the Lord is God the Lord is One," the dalet of +pg "one" is large,

o 1

for the one God reigns in the earth and heaven, and in the 4 (dalet=4)

.\_3:

corners of the world."

1og, Mishnah Middot 4:6,

2
Niddah 3la: breath, soul, beauty, sight, hearing, speech, walking,
knowledge, discernment, and sense,

3

Cf, Pirke d'Rabbi Eliezer, par. 26.

h(".f.

Berahot 13b,



Additional examples:

1v9%9% “aw .av17a T2 - (a%:a» “pr3) n%inas
w'w oipa Y331 Y172 mava
.0%1%7 ,¥N1EDY LT YW

a0y r231921Y L.a%113 ‘A = (1:a% “ma7) .nxT aYpan marhi
“a od% 1niw AxY Y2an
.3710 'wdIn

7.1# The letter = in this same verse, Dt, 6:4, is large, so
it is not confused with the letter + which is similar in shape.
Therefore one will not read ANR and thus worship "another god."

7.2% 1In Dt, 6:4 the ayin of yow "Hear" and the dalet of

4nK "one" are written large and put together to form a new word

4y ‘"witness" for "Ye are my witnesses saith the Lord" (Is. 3:10)
and God is Israel's witness: "And I shall be a swift witness...”
(Mal, 3:5)

7.3%# 7ie letter is large and its place in the alphabet is

the basis for the exegesis, For example, in Dt, 18:13: Thou shalt

be whole-hearted with the Lord thy God, " the tav of P'27 "whole-

hearted" is written large, For if you walk in uprightness it is
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as if yocu fullfilled the Torah form alef to gav (i.e. the entire
Torah whien is written by means of the alphabet whose Pirst letter
is alef and last letter is Egg,}l

7,47 The letter is large, and the name of the letter is the
basis for the exegesis., For example, in determining the guilt or
innocence of a woman accused of adultery Num, 5:17 says: "And the
priest shall take holy water in an earthen vessel: and of the
dust that is on the floor of the tabernacle..." The ayin of ¥YpPIp2
"on the floor" is written large, Ayin means "eye" suggesting Job:
24:15: "The eye of the adulterer waiteth of twilight, saying: '"No
eye shall see me.“z

7.5%# The letter is large, and the word is also written
defectively (  =on ), The size of the letter and the numerical
equivalent of the "missing" letter are the basis for the exegesis,
In Dt, 29:27: "And the lord rooted them out of their land in anger,
and in wrath, and in great indignation, and cast them into another
land,..," he lamed of pnYp*1 "and cast them" is large and is
a "pointer” to this word which is written without a yod, For the
casting out of the 10 tribes (yod=10) was not like the casting

out of the tribes of Benjamin and Judah.3

lSee also method 63.1 in which the position of a letter in
the alphabet is used in the exegesis,

2For other examples in which the name of the letter is the basis
for exegesis sec methods 2,1, 7,6, 10,1, 37, 40, and 51,

3
Cf, Genesis Rabbah 73:5.




7.6# A letter is both crooked and large, and its crookedness
and largeness are utilized in the exegesis along with the name of
that letter. In Dt, 17:8: "If there arise a matter too hard for
thee..." the pe of x%8% ‘"arise" is crooked and large, This
not only implies the difficulty of the matter but, says Asher,
is also an allusion to the x%53p » the outstanding member
of the Bet Din who is liable only for the oral law 19 ?¥3w a7nl

8# A letter is suspended ( 7171%N ) and the numerical
equivalent of the suspended letter is the basis for the exegesis.
For example, in Num, 24:8: "He shall eat up the nations that are his
adversaries and shall break their bones in pieces,..,' the ayin
of D*NZEY1 "their bones" is suspended., God will uproot
( py? )2 7C (ayin=70) nations, He will uproot the 7 nations>

now and in the future the 63 nations, "For every cne of them is

)
unclean" (Ps, 53:R;'f"unclean" has the numerical equivalent of

63 (650+3),

1rf, Baba Metsia 85a, Tor other examples in which the name of
the letter is used in the exegesis see methods 2,1, 7.4, 10,1, 37,
40, and 51,

* apy= 3

3hittite, Girgashite, Amorite, Canaanite, Perizite, Hivite, and
Jebusite, (Dt 7:1)




a.

9% A letter {s inverted ( j3v3193 ), and the number of
times it occurs is the basis for exegesis, For example, in Nt. 4:9:
97133 *33%1 723y "(...but make them known) unto thy
children and thy children's children..," Asher says the 3 nuns
are inverted, This suggests that if one is a scholar and his son
and grandson are scholars, Torah will never cease from his ueed.l
letter or letters of word(s) are highlighted by the presence
of one or more crowns on top of the letter(s),

10 The number of crowns is the basis for the exegesis. For
example, in the third Priestly Benediction, Num, 6:26: "The Lord
1ift up His countenance upon thee and grant thee peace,” @¥”1
“and grant" has 7 crowns on it, This alludes to the 7 ways God will
give peace: "The lord will cause thine enemies that rise up against
thee to be smitten before thee; they shall come up against thee
one way and shall flee before them seven ways,' (Dt. 28:7)

Additional Examples:

1% 21y L% %y 1van ‘v - (p*:ad “vpa) L7230 T2y
.o%0py “r YIR3I 1100w

DY793K "D 7333 .7%an ‘v - (m:v “7a%) ovovoy
UKD
Trnye WYY .7%an ‘0o - (a:2 mow) 270 2

«7710 YEdIN *won %aph
.02% *nn3 20 nph 3

lof, Sanhedrin 87a,

2cf, Mishnah Ohalot 90b,
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10,1  The name of the crowned letter is the basis For the
exegesis. For example, in Dt, 8:9: "A land wherein thou shalt eat
bread,..thou shalt not lack any thing...," the resh of the word

Jonn"lack” is crowned, Resh is homonymous to ¥X? ”head.d
This suggests that Israel is at the top of the dust of the world.2

In another example, Moses petitions God to heal his sister
Miriam, In Num, 12:13 he says: ",..heal her now, O God, I beseech
Thee," The resh of KBJ'heal" has a crown on it., Moses said
to God: "You have removed the crown of her head; heal the
breaches thereof for it tottereth,” (Ps, 60:4)

Similarly, in Dt, 1:17: “You shall show no favor in judgement,,.,"
there is a crown on top of the pe of the word paoppa "in judge=-
ment”, This suggests that one should open ( npo ) ones mouth

( “p=na ) to speak for the mute.3

10,2#  The crown itself is the basis for the exegesis. For

example, in Num, 25:11:"Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of

Aaron the priest,,, in that he was very zealous for My sake,..,"

1cg, Menahot 53b,

20e, sifre

3For other examples in which the name of the lette. is the basis

for exegesis see methods 2.1, 7,4, 7.6, 37, 40 and S1,




there are crowns on the gof of  *nX3Ip NR IXIPA " in that he
was very zealous for my sake," Phinehas was crowned priest since
he was zealous for the Lord.1

10,7 ' The numerical equivalent of the crowned letter is the
basis for the exegesis, For example, in Dt. 4:4: "But ye that did

cleave unto the Lord.,," there are crowns on the gof of o'paTn

"did cleave", The numerical value of gof is 100 and suggests the

.,

L. AN

100 benedictions that one is required to say sach day.2

Additional examples:

oX 1% Y A Yy 1van - (xY:a miow) 7% dann
a0 *wayn "o Town
.Y a3ane

nowanw oYY LD %y 1van (A:m “131) 770D
73071 a7 01 Tpa AnEY)
770a Toen kY oxY ,01' “nb
Yw13Y 7702 ,01 ‘DY manaw
.01 “pa nzwi oD

niot2 Y% Yy LTp Yy 1r*an = (rm:iid “m3%) novpen
.0%32 “pY 7*viaw oanax

10,44  The number of crowns and the numerical equivalent of

the crowned letters are the basis for the exegesis., For example, in

Gen, 16:7: "And Abraham ran untoc the herd,,.' the sof of the word

15¢, Zebahim 101b,

2cf, Menahot 43b,




apan "the herd" has 3 crowns. This alludes to the three men

who came to visit Abrahaml, because Abraham was hospitable to these

g L, M

A

men of God he merited a child at the age of 100 narsztgggﬂuo).

11#  Attention is drawn to a letter because there is a dot

?‘;"ﬁ' :r\'" =

>

over that letter, That letter is assigned its numerical equivalent,
When Lot's daughters slept with him, the narration says that Lot
was drunk and "knew not when she lay down, nor when she rose up,"

(Gen, 19:33) The first vav of gpnipay 'when she rose up" has a

I S

dot over it and is assigned its numerical equivalent of 6, Asher

i

comments that she slept with him 6 hours before midnight while

T

Lot's sleep was strong and therefore he did not know when she rose.3
He makes a comparison to Ruth and Boaz: "and she rose up before
( B1Da ™ one could descern another," (Ruth 3:14) o17va
has a vav with no dot, Thus, Asher concludes, Ruth slept with
him in the period of 6 hours after midnight when sleep is less
strong and therefore Boaz knew who it was,>

11,1#  The presence of the dot indicates that the letter is

to be left out of the word and a new word Ls created, For example,

lgen, 18:2,
2Gen, 21:5,
ice. Nazir 23a, and Sifre on Numbers 9,

4grtiv 01702, Kri 07D2 For additional examples in which
Ktiv/Kri is employed in the exegesis see methods 3, 22,4, 84, and 86,

5
Cf., Ruth Rabba 7:1,




27,

"and we have laid waste unto Nophat which ( =@x ) reacheth unto
Medeba," (Num, 21:30) the resh of 4px has a dot and we get gk
"fire", This signifies that the town was tnumed'.1
11,24 The presence of the dot allows the letter to be re-
positioned in the word; thus in the word “wR in the above verse
the resh can be moved to spell wrn 'chief", signifying that
the chief of the town was taken out,?
11,3 A word is singled out for attention by the presence of
a dot over one of its letters, That letter is not read and the
remainder of the word is assigned its numerical equivalent; the
word is then compared to another word with the same numerical
equivalent, For example, in Num, 9:10: "If any man of you,..be in
a journey far off (apnn) yet he shall keep the passover unto
the Lord," The he has a dot over it and thus the word can be read
pnn whose numerical equivalent is 200484100 plus the 3 letters
of the word =311,7 This in turn is almost equal to API20KD 1771
(745460 (4041460480 6+410045) =310 ° * this is the threshold,”

Therefore, the journey need not be a distant one but can merely be

Icf, Also Sifre on Numbers 9 for a different interpretation
based however on the dot on the resh,

2ror other examples of anagrams see methods 3, 20=-20,6, 24,1,
a5, 68,1, 84,1, and 85(f),

3‘It:u:'ca Bikurim (n,737), For more examples of gematria in which
the letters of the word are included in the sum see the excursus
after method 22,

4other possible spellings are: KDiporx ,noiporxk (3)arn
For other exemples of "almost equal" cets see the excursus after met
+hod 22,
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outside the threshold of the forecourt during the time of the

slaughteri.ng.l
12% A letter is singled out because of its punctuation.

In Num, 32:42, the he in the word A% has no mapik: "And Nobah

went and took Kemath, and the villages thereof, and called it

{ @A%), after his own name," Asher explains that the omission

of mapik enables one to read the negative X% in place of av,

Thus in Num, 32:42 the new name Nobah was not pe.:rmenl.ant:..2 In Zach,

5:11: "... to build her ( ;%) a house,.. in the land of Shinar,"

Asher says that he went out to build, but he did not build,

Similarly in Ruth 2:14: "And Boaz said to her ( 77),,," Asher

says he did not speak to her himself, but only through a messenger,
Another example where a letter is singled out because of its

punctuation is found in Ex, 15:26: "I am the Lord that healeth

thee." Asher contrasts the absence of the dagesh in LR

lmnis concluding statement is not actually found in Asher but
it is provi'ed by Rashi, on this verse, who also apparently derives
this interpretation from the dotted he, He however does not discuss
the numerical equivalents, This conclusion, that the journey need
not be a distant one, is one of the opinions in a halachic debate
in Pesahim 93h, The rabbi holding this view uses the dot to modify
the meaning of apna. rf, Sifre on Numbers 9,

QRashi on the Num, verse, quoting from R, Moses the Freacher,
has the same reason., He wonders, however, how R, Moses would explain
the absence of the mapik in the Zach, and Ruth verses, Asher is
apparently answering Rashi's question,




"that which healeth thee', which speaks of healing by God with the
presencc of the dagesh in K97 in Ex, 21:19 which speaks of
the healing by men, The healing by men is harder ( vial )
than the healing of God,

13 A word is singled out because it is written defectively
( [on ). The "missing" letter is assigned its numerical
equivalent, For example, Ex, 32:19 says that Moses upon seeing
the golden calf breaks the tablets "and cast the tablets out of
his hand" ( 17 Y. 7'z is written without a
yud (=10) for the children of Israel denied the Ten Commandments
for the sake of the golden image, 209 "image" is written 10

times in the Tm:'ah1 and the phrase 717Y nayin "abomination

of the Lord" is similarly found 10 times in the Book of Proverbs.2

1 :%op

Ex, 20:4; D, 4:16, 23, 25; 5:8; 27:5,

Yoo

Lev, 26:1,

:vhrpon

Dt, . 12:3

AL T

Dt, 7:5, See method 97 for another example in which the number

of times a phrase found in the Torah is counted,

23:32; 11:1, 20; 12:22; 15:8, 9, 26; 16:5; 17:15; 20:10, 23,




Additional examples:

1 k"* aqoow ‘K1Y “* Aon 73ivaa ODIN 733y avpr kYD)
.7*%317% aYaIgn anav oYvav (72:a2 nminw)

-

niawa? mIz miye ‘1 .51 on £€nv:at mioe) ayaaya 1IR3
.Yon

-

Y ADIR 13°03@ Y von - (p:13 “927) ara oapn Yx 1IRAMN
SYIRY NIXT2AYY D130

13.1# A word written defectively ( =pp ) is singled out.
Tts "missing" letter alone is assigned its numerical equivalent,
This word is also homonymous to another word, For example, the
cities of refuge are enumerated in Dt, 4:43: "Bezer in the wilder=-
nesg,..and Golan in Bashan.,” 7%3a "Golan" is written without a
ﬁ?' and is homonymous to the word 1713 vexile", This, says
Asher, alludes to the 6 (vav=6) unintentional killings which do

not entail exile.u

10f, Genesis Rabbah 63:7.
2cf, Pesahim 120a,

3The word is written plene ( KY2 ) in the Masoretic text,
Itur Bikurim (n,964) says Asher probably meant plene but an error
crept into the text, However, as Reinetz notes (p.269, n.50) 192
written defectively is found in Joshua 20:8,

4rg, Makkot 8a, For other examples in which homonyms are em-
ployed in the exegesis see methods 21, 22,3, 38, 39, 50, 57,., 60,
76, 85, 91, 99,2, and 100,
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14+ The "added" letter of a word that is written plene ( &%u )

= v

is assigned its numerical equivalent, For example, Ex, 19:3: "Moses

4
i

]

went up to God, The Lord calied to him from the mountain saying:

'Thus shall you say to the house of Jacob and declare to the children

<

*

¢ g}.’- o

of Israel,"" Tram "and declared" is written plene with
a yud (=10) indicating that Moses will announce thes Ten Commandments
to the children of Iarul.l

Additional examples:

UX :D*737 Aewa 1kenw ‘1 KYD - (3:* “p*1) omix
»177 P30 ,03% *33% 1A a0t
oAY*335 1303 ,paY 13 k% ova2
.73y 1723 K%Y T,mipanaa

TS
¢ 4

fall

UK NIy L,N0D Ta3D ‘1 KYD - (*:* “Tp3) pavayian
»NI310 ,87718p7 81 ,AIwA
.N7X¥y Yi1vpp

-

*pios8h

Y 'y vy "y Yo (12:7 “933) *n1pn
B &
.xn%vn%

1cf, Lekah Tov,
2cf, Sanhedrin 52a.

3cf, leviticus Rabbah 20:6,

“r:‘t'. Sifre,

5Cf, Xetubbot 7b, See also the following method, 15, which
assigns the numerical equivalent to a "superfluous" letter(s),




15 A word written with a "superfluous" letter(s) is singled
out in a verse, The "superfluous" letter(s) is assigned its numerical
equivalent(s), For example, in Lev, 21:5: "Thev are not to make
baldness upon their heads," anap» “baldness" is written

with a “superfluous” he if we follow the Kri mnapr

—

1

This alludes to the 5 (he=5) types of baldness which makes one

R

unqualified to serve in the I‘mple.l

Additional examples:

¥
L

COKDD Y3'D %3 wkxaw - 1 = (2:k “T23) KIry
%2 1ByD KI17Y INKD YIn
.10y

YRR
. 'g 8t
4

YOI YK 0MIR xvYakw - 10 =(7°:73 “7103) yak=%k 1'hix’am
«Miw1Tp v aprpnaw

e

a'%1pa oraw 3“' ™ - 12 “p*1) npv avvinald aex x1m
.0'0%w (a»:x>

167 A word is written "defectively" in that an expected
conjunctive vav is omitted. The missing vav is assigned its numerical
equivalent, For example, in Ex, 18:13: A7¥A I¥ pan 1o
"from the mor ing unto the evening," Asher notes that the text does not

BAY. « « T¥ Ve s o

1cf, Mishnah Bekorot 7;2, and Makkot 20a,

2CE. Mishnah Kelim 1:6,

3CE. Yevamot 59a,




This, says Asher, is reminiscent of the Bet Din which meets till
the sixth hour (gggzﬁ).l Asher also notes that the word vow is
found 6 times in the section Ex, 1!3-:0.2
17 A letter(s) of a word is assigned its numerical equivalent(s),
For example, in Ex, 25:8: "And let them make Me a sanctuary that
I may dwell among them," the tav and yod of “MNidwy “that I
may dwell" are assigned the combined numerical equivalent of
400+10 or 410, This is an allusion to the First Temple which stood
for 410 years,

Additional examples:

.X77) NI3R3A 2°N) 0'2PD ‘1 - (a:1 mipw) A

Ry T,pngva “a ,nnﬁga: .
L3pypra

‘4pa) K3 L0 @Y MIV'E Y = (K:vp nidw) 'w? TR
,(®:3% “m37) vavrxn L, (vv:ka
ta “ow) amnav ,(a*:v) verar
‘Yan) 117 L(x:3 k" ) Aam L (X
arprn L,(x:% ow) and%w ,(x:n°
ow) T*Ayy nvven .t*:ng aryw»
«(7:21

.ADK 0'XDUD 0°'07 ‘Aw —¢rw:d “pvi) fvzT "ipp

1cf, Shabbat 10a,

’Ex, 18313, 16, 22(2), 26(2), For other examples in which the number
of t a word found in a section is counted, see m, 83, 83,1, and 92,
Genesis 12:7; 17:1; 18:1,

%ibid, 26:2, 24,
Sibia, 35:9,
6c¢, Mehilta,

7(‘.f. Mishnah Niddah 1:6,

-3
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18# Each letter of a word is twice the numerical value of
the letter that precedes it in the alphabet, For example, in Dt.21:17,
the preceding letters of the word 193 ! "first born" are
p a * &« This is the only example we have of this method,
and it is defective as Asher notes because vav (=6) is not twice
he (8x5=10). He salvages the discrepency by noting that 1 is
a double letter because it can sometimes be written 1"1 so there
are 2 vavs for the 1 he. This is a reminder that the first born
gets a double porti_on.?

194 Each letter of a word is the first letter of a new word.
This is called a notarikun ( 17p*IpY3 ). For example,

the word n'pxna (Gen, 1:1) can be a notarikun for k13

3 7 axk
PIRN oY PAR YT o o*a%X ax? navwral

4. 1N Yxaw? 1Yapw

I1tur Bikurim (n.1074) notes that in this verse the words
are 95a3n, written defectively, and a%2an « However,
in Dt, 25:6 we do find, he notes, the word 915an written with
a vav, thus vidicating Asher,

26¢. pt, 21:17.

3Cf. Hagiga 17a,
bef, shabbat BEa.




Additional examples:
.1.ﬁﬂD ,07 ,mBK -~  (312:8 “x93) DIR
2.7’wn ﬂ1pn5 N 2°°1m7 -  (R:xD Pinw) DUPvLOWDA MR

79 nvyvng 293 nnw orl - (w:i® “pr1) nwn~¥R DW1 70
o Z.n1aY aoR

20° The letters of a word are rearranged to form a new
word, i.e, an anagram, Asher terms this method n31*NhIR. For
example, in Gen, 2:4: "These are‘the generations of the heaven
and thg earth when they were created,’ ' og"ana | when they
were created" is rearranged to form pitvax  for it was by the

merit of Abraham that the heaven and earth were created.u

lcf. Sotah 5a,

1

2Cf. Avot 1:1,

3Cf. Keritot 13b, - See method 85 n,1 for another example
of notarikun, ' : .

‘L. . ‘
'Cf. Genesis Rabbah 12:8,




Additional examples:

1.'an1n = (2:092 "x73) DT 13y

QYp10y B33 Aywnw) ayen - (vY:v> niow) awyn
(. % %v 77bn2

LA70% = (xv:v Tpva) amiava

20,14 The letters of a word are rearranged to form a new
word; this new word is used to explain an sdjacent word, For example,
Lev, 12:7: 727 pod nvavy  es.and she shall be clean from
the fountain of her blood," the letters of IPBD are rearranged
to form the word opia  “"from Rekem,* Thus all blood stains

which come from Rekem are cleau.3

lce. ibtd, 63:4, and leviticus Kabbeh 23:1,

2Cf. Mishnah Yoma 7:5, For other examples of anajrams, see
methods 3, 20,1-6, 45, 68,1, 84,1, and B5{f),

3Cf. Niddah 56b, Rekem is the name of a town whose inhabitants
are idol worshippers,




20,2 The letters of one word can be rearranged to form
two words, For example, the letters of n*wx1a (Gen, 1:1) can

be rearranged to form:

119KI5 017D T133,703 WKIV 110KT N3 ap1%2) wr1 nra
((22:7v a'2v%) 12v7p2 01p2

2.(ub1ya X721) *Mwna '
3.(n111n "nNp XJ13aw) *hNw K92
4.{ob1yn X121 nawa nia2taw 1% w1Y) naw &Y

7700 RYAOW UKD DIDTANLAYY2A KAW N30 N13Taw) WK D2
5.{n:n'a Y navi1n 1%z

6(.9*&: %2% miabiy "o K7aw) v nRI3

Pesahim 54a and Paaneah Raza 8b,

Rosh Hashona 27a and Paaneah Raza Ba, b,
Tikune Zohar 6b and Paaneah Raza 7b,
Tikune Zohar 5b,

Genesis Rabbah 21:14,

Mishnah Uktsin 3:12 and Paaneah Raza Eb,




20,3# Some of the letters in a word are rearranged to form
a new word, while other letters in that word are assigned their
numerical equivalents, For example, the letters of the word ani1an
"t'rumah' (Ex, 25:2) are rearranged to form 7110 2  40-Torah
(mem=40), Tnis, says Asher, is reminscent to the Torah which was
given on the 40th day to those who ate the t'rmh.l

Similarly, in Ex, 35:1: "These are the words which the Lord
hath commanded that ye do themy The letters of ney? "do"
are rearranged to form yon % nine 30 (lamed=30), Thus, 39

types of work are not to be performed on the Sabbath, Furthermore,

nwy“ is written defectively ( 7ON ) without a vav (=6)

suggesting that the 39 types of work prohibited on the Sabbath
are permitted on the 6 week—days.2

In another example of this method, the letters of *aan
"My sword" (Dt, 32:42) are rearranged to form 1T 39 syord-16"
which can also be read sword 1° being hypocoristic for a1a* ,

God's sword has 15 Eaces.3

1ce, Mehilta B'shlah 16:4,

2Mishnah Shabbat 7:2,

3c€, Shohar Tov par,78,




20,4# The letters of 2 words can be rearranged to form
1 new word, The one example we have of this is defective, The
first 3 letters of app 4% (Num, 10:2) are rearranged to form
e "yours", This suggests that the 2 trumpets are to be made
at cne2s own expenae.l
20,54 The letters of 2 words can be rearranged to form
2 new words, For example, the letters cf s35x%p n3ny  'and
behold the angels" (Gen, 28:12) are rearranged to form B*3A37 1%x
"these are the priests" whom, says Asher, are ascending and descend-
ing the allta:.-.2
Similarly the letters of 199 721 (lev,25:49) are rearranged
to form =434 13 3
20,64 The letters of 2 words can be rearranged to form 3
rew words, For example, the letters of ®*aa nizapy ""And
from Bamoth to the wvalley" (Num, 21:20) are rearranged to form

Y22 M12A K3 4 wppo dead one went to the valley" which Asher

to Dt, 36:6 "And he (Moses) was buried in the valley."s

g, voma 3b, Numbers Rabbah 15:15, and Sifre.

20f, Numbers Rabbah 19:20,
3
Tanhuma,

BTtur Bikurim (n.830) corrects the text from K12 nio Ka
and says the extra vav which is left over is not essential,

3c£. Numbers Rabbah 19:20

¥
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In another example the letters of 1IRwY 1n%n3 "Then he

shall give his inheritance to his brethren” (Num, 27:11) are re=-

gk ST T

arranged to form 1% yqxp nYnay " the inheritance of his
brethren is his", Asher interprets this to mean the wife, meaning
the husband can leave his inheriteance to his wife.l

21# A letter of a word is assigned its numerical equivalent,

and the rest of the word is read with the help of a homonym, For

o D TS A P diy

example, in Gen, 25:25: ",.,.and they called his name Esau" the

oy

ayin of 1Py "Esau” is assigned its numerical equivalent (70)

)

and the remainder of of the word ( 1w ) is read as RO

"vanity,'" Thus the creation of Edau completes the 70 nations

X T

which are all vm-d.t:y'.2

22 A word is assigned its numerical equivalent, i.,e,, the
total numerical equivalent of its letters, This method is called
gematria, The number derived is used in one of two ways; the number
itself can be the basis for the exegesis, For example, in Ex, 10:1:
"And the Loru said to Moses, go to Pharoah,..." X3 "go" is assigned

its numerical equivalent of 3 (2+41), This says Asher, alludes to

lasher cites the rabbinic formulation of this method: "We may
take one servile letter from one word of the text and add it to another
and thus interpret the law,"” Baba Batra 109b,

?CE. Genesis Rabbah 63:12, For other examples in which homonyms
are employed in the exegesis see methods 13,1, 22,3, 38, 39, 50, 57.1,
60, 76, 85, 91, 99,2, and 100,




the 3 more plagues that will yet come to Egypt.l

additional examples:

Rl ) n12l§ T%13 pnxv) 100 (k:a* "®73) 1% 1Y
X2 732 XA

n"* avan e navaaw) 18 (7:m "723) am
.(o*nom

(739 n*3a 2%y o) 420 (p:23 “7pa) 12w T72%

The number derived can also be used by setting it to the numerical
equivalent of another word(s), For example, the numerical equivalent
of nY@wR93 "In the beginning” (Gen, 1:1) is 913( 2+200+1+300+10¢400 )
which is equal to the numerical equivalent of 9% 77102
"He created with the Torah"  (24400#6+200+#5) +(10+#90+200)=913 for
on account of the Torah which is called "beginning"? the world was

created, 3

1Lacusta. darkness, and slaying of the rirst born.

2Genesis 21:5, CE, Tanhuma lech laha Sec, 3.

3Cf. Menahot 28b,

Yproverbs 8:22

5Cf. Genesis Rabbah 1:6,
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Additional examples:

o103 13 (*:m2 “x73) ¥

*oya1 orvypa Ky (v:v “p¥3) %12y anx

TIXTa Yp12 3:5- T2%0 (to:x2 “m37) 1% ava» ek Ny
«pTNIDAD

The numerical equivalent of a word written defectively ( mon )
is derived by assigning each letter including the "missing letter"
its numerical equivalent, For example, in Dt, 27:12: These shall
stand upon Mount Gerizim to bless the people,,.” the word 0?77
"Gerizim" is written defectively without a yod (=10), The numerical
equivalent of the word is determined as if it were written with
ayod ( D*7733 ) making the sum 270 (34200+10+7410+40), This
is equal to the numerical equivalent of 13 AYaY a273a "the
bleesing will be there" (5+2+200+#20#5% (10+5+10#5% 2+6) =270,

A'ditional examples:

.T133 axqe (n*:a2 niaw) 0°2112
noven Yipw) 21p (3»:n> “x73) oY%lo
o0 ®RI17 DYprIIN

.13 n1byY ororb0Y

arar (1o:r* “pry) 13'd% a1y

1o¢, Numbers Rabbah 4:13,

2n£. Ibn Ezra on this verse,
3cf, nullin 6la,
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Excursus

a

Gematria is not always so simple a matter, In many examples

T

the numerical equivalents are not equal, Most of the time there is

a descrepency of 1,

Itur Bikurim in his introduction to his super-commentary (p.Z5)
says that being one off is not important, as one can add 1, one for
the whole set ( 99312 ). For example, in Cen, 18:1: "And the
Lord appeared unto him (= Abraham) .,,in the heat of the day,"
the numerical equivalent of gy3j3 ppa "in the heat of the day"

is 129  (2048440)+ (5+41045440) , This, savs Asher, is equal to

panra3 1At "this is in Gehenem" (745+6)+ (2434104543440) =128,
One can count as 1 the set thus getting 1284 or 129,
Additional examples:
1257 = p'm%p o'*pa ®Y # 258 (n:v* “p*1) p**n o' Yy
2

622 = aixp neY ar £ 623 (v:v0 “Tpa) DYRAD 17 WK

= 19aK nr apYwaa 1a# 12417 (2:2% "1a7) 17K N YeK2
3 4218

1ce, sifra.

2ibid, 25a.

3ibid, and BRaba Batra 17a.
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g;ﬁsa' ke
%
- ut,
j; Sometimes the discrepency is greater than 1. In most of the
; cases where there is such a discrepency, Itur Bikurim attempts to
T correct the discrepency in one of the following ways:

a, The number of words in the first set is added to its
numerical equivalent, For example, in Gen, 49:2: "Assemble your=-
selves, and hear, ye sons of Jacob,,," the numerical equivalent
of "XAW® %R 1¥DYI "and hear, ye sons of Jacob" is 004 (6+300+40+
70+6)+ (1+30)+ (104300420041+30) ., This is said to equal a7t
nrwna %2 Yw 13p "this is the designated time for the king, the
Messiah,"

(7454604 (1004204604 (33430)+ (40430420)+ (5440430041045) =997
The discrepency of 3 is made up by counting in the 3 words of the
1

first set,

Additional examples:

ar 5 266 = niatn 2 + 264 (x:n* “®73) 19 KM
= J1'9R %21 av'a 31323

266

?15! w =B850 =nian 3+347

li

(*:2% “®93) o*a%x T3 nRAD

# 1322 = mia'n % + 1319
< o'aa1oa Yy u'v1$gu 10 K
.132% =

(a%:12 “93%) 97nizdp *haay kY

1Itur Bikurim n,269,

2ibid n,76, Cf, Genesis Rabbah 47:13,
3
Ttur Bikurim n,195, Cf. Sukah 41b,

Yfter Bikurim o, 1131;



b. The number of words in the second set is added to its
numerical equivalent, For example, in Gen, 29:2: ",.. and lo 3 flocks
of sheep lying there by it," the numerical equivalent of *717% awhw
“"three flocks" is 919 (300+30%300%5)+ (70*4*200*10) ., This, says
Asher, is equal to p»9zY nwn) 739K AT "this is Aaron, and
Moses, and Miria.m.“1

(745)%+ (145+200450)% (6+40+300+5)+ (6+40+200+10+40) =915 ,
The missing 4 in the second set is made up by adding 4 (there are

2
4 words in the second set) to its total (915+4=919),

Additional examples:

3532 = nia*n 2 + 111 nan%o (v:v "vpa) non%z Ixkan

nia'n 3 + o2v7aaY R':v: ar “1pa) o*pa% 7*7a2 nvnv(n: o2
.724 = B :to©

6.171 = nya'n 2 + pav piaav (k*:2% “7p2) 5]n'111 233%

1c¢, Genesis Rabbah 70:8

2

Itur Bikurim .,165
3ibid. Ne 7“‘2.

“c£. shabbat 153a.

3Asher reads 1777 plene (17717 ),

6It'.l.:r Bikurim n, 920, CEf, Baba Batra 119D,
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46,

c, The number of letters in the first set is added to its
numerical equivalent, For example, in lev, 6:4: ",,.,and put on cther
garments, and carry forth the ashes.,.," the numerical equivalent of

X171 prang other, and carry forth" is 377 (1+8+200410+40)
+6454649041041) , Tnis is said to equal 1'D12 *%y2 BY3IA3 ‘'priests
who have a blemish" (2045450410440)4 (2470430410)+ (LO+6440+]10450)=388,
for a priest with a blemish may take out the ashes,! The discrepency
is removed by adding 11 (there are 11 letters in the first ut),2 thus
377 11=388,
Additional examples:

820
.B?.

nivnig 14 + 806
7iyv nIppa AT

(n:a> mioe) ar k10 v5 DK W

wn
"

#1160 = mi*mix 7 + 1153
1159 = g*vin 02w o'ehw

“3a n%Yanow AvIna 1233
fbxﬁrv) “%a navropr (nrwxal)

(v:n2 niow) 21w wed

# 5935= ni'nak 9 + 584 =(av:a% “mav) 1vond pean
.594 = o*%Yervvan

lce, voma 23b,

2Itur Bikurim n,168,

3ibid n, 454, and Cf, Rashi on this verse,

I‘It:ul: Bikurim n, 494, but Cf, Rashi on this verse,

5ibid, n. 1191, Cf, Zebahim Sib,




d, The number of words and the number of letters in the first
set are added to its numerical equivalent, while the number of letters
in the second set is added to its numerical equivalent, For example,
the numerical equivalent of Ex, 33:19: 92 9%ayR YiIR DRM

7°28% 710 owa YRRIPY 319 Yy v3)p "And he said: ' I will

make all my goodness pass before thee; and I will proclaim the name
of the Lord before thee..,'" 1is 2213 (6*10+1440+4200) +(1450+10)*
P70*2%10* 200 (20%30) +(9*6+2+10)% (70#30) +(80+50+¢10+20) +
(6%100%200*1%400%10)* (2+300+40)+ (10#5+6+6)+ (30+80+50+10+20)
The number of words (11) and the number of letters (38) is added
to this sum making a total of 2213*11%38=2267, This sum is said to
equal 713X n*hwd qpYn) KIA 7172 witpaw “For the
Holy One Blessed be He wrapped Himself as the representative of
the community,"

(300+45+100+4+64300 )+ (2+200+6+20) +(5+6+1) +(50+400+70+0+80) +
(20+300+30+410#8) +(90+10+2+64200) =2230 , The number of letters in
this second se* (28) is added to its numerical equivalent making a

total of 2250428 or 22682

1Ii:ur Bikurim (n, 529) reading 717" for Asher's 7, wiTpaw
®In 7192 for a"apaw, and 71a'x for aax.

“Reinetz (p.202, n.68) uses the more balanced method of adding
the number of letters to the first set to its numerical eguivalent and
adding the number of letters in the second set to its numerical
equivalent, Ve retains Itur Bikurim's spelling corrections (above note)
but retains Asher's spelling 312X (not 712%x ), He comes out with
2257£2256-=stil1 1 off !




e, The number of letters in the first set is added to £ts
numerical equivalent while the number of words in the second set
is added to its numerical equivalent, For example, in Ex, 18:13:
"And it came to pass on the morrow that Moses sat to judge the
people,...," the numerical equivalent of nanp2 "morrow" is
688 (L4O+L0O+8+200+400), The number of letters in this word (5) is
added to it making a total of 688+5 or 693, This is said to equal

07192 01 dY? "for the morrow is Yom Kippur" (30s+40+8+200)

+(10464L40)+ (20480+46+200.10+40) =690 , Added to this sum is the
number of words (3) making a total of 690+3 or 693!

f. The number of words in the first set is added to its
numerical equivalent, while the number of letters of the second set
is added to its numerical equivalent, For example, the numerical
equivalent of papx *1%1 71ynp ""Simeon and levi are brethren,.."
(Gen, 49:5) is 577 (300%430470+6+50) *(6+*30%6+10) *(1*6+10+40)
plus the three words is 580, This is equivalent, says Asher, to

.YI&> p%n oa% 1'x "they cdo not have a portion in the land"

(1410450) 4 (3045440) H84304100) +24200480) =567 plus the

number of letters (13) making a total of 567+13 or 580,2

tur Bikurim n, 424, Cf, Mehilta,

zltur Bikurim n, 273, Simeon's portion is in Judah's allotment and
levi's portion is in the cities of refuge which are at the borders of Israczl,




22,1# A word is singled out for attention and assigned its
numerical equivalent, Connection is made to a second verse which

contains the number of letters identical to the numerical equivalent,
Connection is also made to words which occur in the Torah the number
of times identical to the numerical equivalent. For example, in

Num, 6:23: "Speak unto Aaron and his sons, saying: 'Thus shall ye
bless the children of Israel,,,'" i3  "thus" has the numerical

equivalent of 25 (20%5), Dt. 6:24: +4px a3a% 13'a%k A1AY ke’ yow

has 25 letters.l Also, the word

“"blessing" and

b=k ! o1%w

"peace" each zccur 25 times in the ‘l‘o::'ah.2

lFor additional examples in which the number of letters in a
verse is counted see methods 24,2, 42, 72,1, 73, 73,1, and 89,

2 A373: Gen 1:22, 285 2:3; 5:5; 9:1; 12:2, 33 16:16; 22:17;
24:1, 35; 25:11; 26:12,(2), 2W; 27:27; 30:27, 30; 39:5; Ex, 20 11, 24;
Num, 6:27; Dt, 12-15; 16:4,
o1%w: Gen 29:6; 43:23, 28; lev, 26:6; Num, 6: 26; 25:12;

Dt, 2:26; 20:11; 29:18; n\';p-; Gen, 29:6; -'-l3 27

o1YwaGen, 15:15; 26:29, 31; 28:21; Ex, 18 3; 01%9%: Gen, 37:4;
43:27; 44-17; Ex, 4:17; 18: 7 Dt, 20:10, m'?w. Gen,37:4(2); 41:15,
Itur Bikt. im (n,713) says we do not count Dt, 23:7 : ppiSw waTn KY
since it contains the negative g% , See method 87 which also counts
the number of times & word is found in the Torah,
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22,2¢ A word is assigned its numerical equivalent, The number
derived is assigned its equivalent letter in the alphabet, which
moreover, is absent in the section in which the verse is found,

For example, in Dt, 26:3: "And the priest shall take the basket out
of tky hand,.," X "basket"l has the numerical equivalent of
60 (9%50*1), This is reminiscent that the offerings of first fruits
are 1 out of 60.2 Moreover, the number 60U has the letter equivalent
of sameh and this letter is absent in the section Dt, 26:1-11,7

22,3% A word is assigned its numerical equivalent; the numerical
equivalent and another meaning of that word are used to derive an
exegesis, For example, 7% "Eve" (Gen, 3:20) equals s1n can
also mean "to speak", for 10 measures of speech came down to the
world and woman took 9 of them,*

22,4%% A word is assigned its numerical equivalent, and the
numerical equivalent is used to explain another word in the same
verse, In Dt, 5:18 for example, a woman accused of an adulterous
act is brought before the priest and "the priest shall set the
woman before the Lord,..and put the meal offering of memorial in

her hands, which is the meal offering of jealousy, and the priest

IThe word in the verse is R1pil. Asher drops the article
he in deriving the numerical equivalent of the word,

2Cf. v« Bikurim 3:1,

3Itur Bikurim (n,1128) notes that the verse uses the term
for "basket" and not %b; for the latter word has a sameh,

ucf. Genesis Rabbah 20:27, and Kidushin 49b, For other examples
in which homonyms are employed in the exegesis see metheds 13,1, 21,
38, 39, 50, 57,1, 60, 76, 85, 91, 99,2, and 100,




shall have in his hand the water of bitterness that causeth the
curse, " gygqxpn | that causeth the curse" is assigned its
numerical equivalent of 496 (5%*10+414200+4200+10+50), This is twice
the number 248, For the priests examine the 248 1limbs of the man
and the 248 limbs of the wuman.l This is why K17 nxap nnap
"meal offering of jealousy" is writtenyjyn (he) but read gxia (sh@:).2
23% The numerical equivalent of a word is derived by spelling
out the name of each of the letters in a word and assigning them
their numerical equivalents, This method is termed *1%na by
Asher, For example, the letters of the word no1» '"Joseph”
(Gen, 49:3) are spelled out:x"s 7 'po17) T 1
Bach of these "expanded" letters is assigned its numerical equivalent:
Ty =20 + "1 =12+ "o =120+ x"® =81=233
This, says Asher, is equal to the numerical equivalent of 77122
"birthright" (2+20+6+200+ 5=233 }.3 -
Additional examples:

4yng 1"*w = (v:12 Nibw) onw

0455

= nnmta = o"n

*32%n = 1"n 1"y "3 " = (T%:v2 “pr1) mixaa
.612 = o'23n

1
cf, y. Sotah 85:1,

2Fcr other examples in which ktiv/kri is employed in the exegesis
see methods 3,11, 84, and 86,
3See the following method, 23,1, for a similar example,

“rsher: ®"7,corrected by Itur Bikurim n, 495,




23,14 The numerical equivalent of a word is derived by spelling
out the names of each letter in the word, However, only the last 2

letters of each letter-name are assigned their numerical equivalents,

Y WV T

]

For example, in Gen 35:11: ",,.T am God Almighty, Be fruitful and

.5

multiply...,"” the letters of the word »+4p'"God Almighty" are spelled

out 71"y A"y e e Only the last 2 letters of each

SR

group are assigned their numerical equivalents:

6+4 11"/ + uooe30 AAWE + 50410 1*"¥ = 500
This number, says Asher, is equal to the number of limbs that a man
and a woman have.l

247 The numerical equivalent of a word is derived by .e"3 n"x
i.e. a letter may be substituted for its inverse, The full table of

inverse equivalents is as follows:
ATIPRXBEYDLDIBDBHODYENTYATAAR

K317AYyrTnoeY2Y»ploysxpawn

The number derived can be used in two ways, The number itself
can be the basis for the exegesis, For example, in Gen, 15:8: " 0O
Lord God, whereby shall I know that I shall inherit it...," g3
‘“whereby" is converted to its inverse x"'W | This new combination

of letters is then assigned its numerical equivalent of 400 (300%10490),

2
This corresponds to the 400 years that the children of Abraham were exiled,

1248 for a man and 252 for a woman, Cf. Beharot 45a, and Hagiga 12a,
See the previous method, 23, for examples in which each letter is
assigned its numerical equivalent,

2cf. Nedarim 32a,




Additional examples:

9291 :240 = B"Y oYBYD "3 = (TIKY ,TDIT PNIDW) AD...7D
‘D :o*axda ipb nian 33
<M o'a Ym

7oy 410 1rawne :410 = o"aw = (v>*:n2 “p*1) nea
«MB23 Yaw?*1 n*aa

100 q2y2 Y¥1ww 1100 = x> = (aviv “93%) a»
«01* %23 nioMa

The number derived can also be used by setting it equal to the
numerical equivalent of other word(s), For example, in Gen 11:29
AW “Sarah™ i{s converted to its inverse * *3 , This new
combination of letters is then assigned its numerical equivalent of
95 (2+#3%90), This, says Asher, is equai to the word 720°

(10+60+¢20 +#5=95), Thus Iscah is Sarah.3

lo¢, Exodus Rabbah 23:10,

2cg, Mcnahot 43b,

“Rabbinic tradition has it that after the death of laran, Nahor
married his niece Milcah as Abram married his niece Iscah,

Cf, Megillah 1l4a,




Additional examples:

(n:y ninw) npx3

i

@YY jnarg = 414 = K"1no
LOnYanT NIART NpyI Anbyw v

il

,a09n7 19290 = 324 = y"now (n%:» “9ma) yoaa

i

191 = 614 = 1¥p3°x q"n (n:a» “ma7) oypnn Y&

ER T ARR

2b,1%# A word is converted into "new" letters by the method
of  yny p"yge These letters are then rearranged to form a word,
For example, in Num, 17:12: "And Aaron took as Moses spoke, and
ran into the midst of the assembly; and behold, the plague was
begun among the prople," ¥1*1 "and ran" is converted to its
inverse - j53pm o These letters can be rearranged to form the

word ‘"plague."2 .Aaron apparently hastened at the

anan
onset of the plague to atone for the p&ople to protect them from
the plague,

2h,2#  The numerical equivalent of a word is assigned by
using the method of w"a n"x . That numberﬁequal to the number

of letters in that wverse and to the numerical equivalent of another

word which has been derived in the usual manner, For example, in

lcfa Sifre, Sometimes Asher omits explicit reference to the
inverse correspondent, For exawmple, the word tap''Perez’ equals
14 (643+5) by the method of phy pty (6+3+5), This is equal to the
numerical equivalent of 717 "David" (4+6+4=14), This is a reminder
that David is a descendent of Perez, (1 Chronicles 1:5~15,)

. 2For additional examples of anagrams see methods 3, 11,2, 20,
45, 68,1, and 84,1,




Dt, 10:12: AR7*Y DR="2 Joyn YRe AR aar 0D YRowr anya

A%k A1A=nR T3PYY OAINK A3AXYI 1077=%23 n2YY PAR 2ar-nx
.qwa1 =%331 Jaa%-%2a

And now, Israel, what doth the Lord thy God require of thee,

[}

but to fear the Lord thy God, to walk in all His ways, and

i

to love “im, and to serve the lord thy God with all thy heart
and with all thy soulsesssvansensssanns

the word np "what" is coverted to its inverse y"» by the method

AR

of @"3 n"x Which is equal to 100 (10+90), There are 100 letters
1

"
Jy

in the verse® and the word 182 2 148 the numerical equivalent

'-‘.':‘r '1“

of 100, God requires 100 blessings every day.3

254 A word is assigned its numerical equivalent bye"a n"x
and also in the usual manner, These 2 numerical equivalents are
added together, For example, in Num, 9:2: "Let the children of
Israel keep the Passover in its appointed season," 1I¥ID2
"in its appointed season” is converted to its inverse q"pra‘w
and assigned its numericql equivalent of 577 (300:10:80+7+80), The
numerical equivalent of YT¥122 jg then derived in its usual
manner (2+40+670¢4+6 =128) and the two sums are added together
yielding 577+128 or 705 which almost equals nawl "on the Sabbath

(2 300 2 500 =704).%

lce, Tosafot to Menahot 43b where 7X17 {g written plene t. arrive
at the number 100, For other examples in which the number of lettars in a
“mzh cmm. m.‘. 22.1. .'2. 72.1' 73' ’3.1‘ lllﬂ 8’.

This verse has 9p¥n. Reinetz (p.385, n,63) says perhaps
Asher is referring to Micah 6:8 .9ob wh17 min* an

3Menahot 435,

“sor additional examples of "almost equal' sets see the excursus
after method 22,




26% A word is converted into a new word by the method ofp"y pngl.
i,e, the alphabet is split into three groups with substitution within
the group, The correspondence is as follows:

1nwIp In%2 a733K
19397 Jjoybx arrno

For example, in Num, 10:35: "When the ark went forward...,” ¥033
"went forward" is converted into the word Yown "glittering
substance, nl

27%  The number of letters in a word is counted. Commenting
on Ex. ?8:17-20 which discusses the composition of the 4 rows of
stones which correspond to the 12 tribes of Israel, Asher says
that each stone has 6 letters if we enumerate the letters in the

name of each tribe and augment , if necessary, with a letter or

letters from the name of one of the patriarche or from the words

1rg, Sukkah 52b and Rashi there.

2vad Akton (p.155) says this is a reference to Ezekiel 1:4:
"And T locked, and behold, a stormy wind came out of the north, ...
and out of the midst thereof as the color of electrum ( Yown ).."
Rashi says this is the name of an angel, Also Cf, lagiga 13a, for
a discussion of the meaning of Yown in Ezekiel,




57.

179y spaw “tribes of Jeshrun" which stands for all of

Iu-ul.l
(no93) (n7nvse) (o7x) Name of stone
11y 17y 121K Name of tribe
om+ 2+ N+ Name of Patriarch
tn;n*) (nv90) (993)
1ar A b a1
) N+ w!+ 4+
(an%nxr) (1aw) (owY)
33 *%na3 1
Y020+ A+ Py? P+
(now?) (one) (v*w=n)
1'D%*33 q05° R
1 107+

"Mie is probably a reference to the 72 letter name of God which,
according to tradition, were in the Urim and Thumnim. The 72 letters
consisted of the names of the 12 tribes (50 letters) and the 3

Patriarchs (13 letters) and the letters YxI0Y Yvaw (9 letters).
We note that Asher has 1772” svawy  which also has 9 letters.
Cf. Jewish Encyclopedia Vol. 9, p. 164 and Joshua Trachtenberg,

Jewish Magic and Superstition (New York; Athenum, 1970) pps. 95-97.
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284 Two adjacen: words are assigned their partial numerical
equivalents. The first word is assigned its numerical equivalent
outright; the second word is only partially utilized in a somewhat
non-numerical fashion. For example, in Ex, 35:1: o¥I3Ta avky
"these are the words,.,,"” the numerical equivalent of AYK1Y is 36
(1+#30+5), pgraatn 1is only partially utilized; Asher derives

2 from the fact that the word is plural and an additional one for the

he for a total of 36+3=39,1 the number of the types of work forbidden

on the Sabbath.2

28,1% The partial numerical equivalent of two adjacent words
is derived by assigning the last letter of the first word its
numerical equivalent together with the numerical equivalent of the
second word, For example, in Ex, 17:16: "And he said: 'The hand
upon the throne of the Lord,..'", the partial numerical equivalent
of 17 723 is 10#104+4=24, vhich in turn is equal te 717 "David"

(4+6+10%y),

lo¢, Shabbat 70a and Rashi there,

?cf, Mishpah Shabbat 7:2,
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29 The initial letters of consecutive words are put together
to form a new word, Asher calls this method nia*n *wr1 ., While
the order of letters in the new word usually follows the order of
occurencc.l e.f. 13 %72 3K = 13X | the order can alsoc be
1'12\:"4;'1.-312.(12 e.f. Kaa , or scrambled’ e.fa AR1 or similar
conbinations,

Examples:

=(xv:x “%x72) 13*27 yat y*a1d

= (r:3 “x73) a0 woa? oTxil

TR T
ol .&, \

=(7» :3* “m37) 7'n%Y abyn oW

3

3C. The initial letters of consecutive words are assigned
their numerical equivalents and added together. Asher terms this
method KY b2a131 NI3YD YEKA

The number itself can be the basis for the exegesis, For example,
in Ex, 30:12: " 32 wx nN xel (when) you take the sum of the
children of (Israel),..," the numerical equivalents of the first

letter of each word are 603 (40041+200+2), This, says Asher, is

lElsewhe.re termedy 703 n"0.
2’I‘ermed gao0Y n"A
3Elsewhere termed 17702 RY n"a

LCE. Genesis Rabbah 10: 7,

5:".f, Eruvin 18b,




the population in thousands, i,e, 603,000,

Additional examples:

1 1P1'pn 730 prasw) 730 = (n%:pd nizw) ToN 01 DY@
(+0*2* a"ow? Dra9p

730 1vaenw 1% w21%) 730=  (a:nd> “T2a) 01°*Y 0@ o zv2n
l«M3@Y 7Y39p 717700

The number derived is equel to the numerical equivalent of another word(s),
For example, the initial letters of the words in Gen, 49:9:

7712% a3 711 "Judah is a lions whelp,..." are assigned their
numerical equivalents (3+1%10=14), This is equal to the numerical
equivalent of the word 117 'David," (uaéq-q.m)l

Additional examples:
2.53»-* 381 (ep:72 “RY3) k0@ ¥ W 712" %Y

12 710y tpa) .TAanva = 30 (r:a* “m231) qnie? 2
(«.77vnn

1t‘?£. Rashi on this verse,

2Ct‘. Genesis Rabbah 68:11, This might also be a word play ( Sy “bpowr
(Yro9

30f, xiddushin 80b,




61,

In another example the numerical equivalent of the threc names
of God listed at the beginning of the 13 devine attributes:
YK nin? ain? (10*10%1=21) equals the numerical equivalent of
apge G0d's name in Ex, 3:14 (1#5¢10#5=21), 21 is also the
number derived by taking the first letters of the first words of the
5 bocks of the Torah: a%R 23771 KIp?*1 7%RT NYPRID (246664 641=21 )1
God's name of n*nx is mentioned 3 times in the passage Ex, 3:14,
Two occurences of AKX equals 21x2 or 42 which corresponds to the
secret name of God which has 42 letters,’ The 3 occurences of %K
equals 21x3 or 63; these 3 occurences have 12 letters and alludes
to the 12 tribes in whose names there are 50 letters, The 50 letters
of the tribes added to the 13 letters of the names of the Patriarchs
equals 63.3
31 The final letters of consecutive words are put together
to form a new word, Asher calls this method n1a*h *510 « The
order of letters in the new word ustvally follows the order of cccurence,u
e.g. 1a ¥ 2k = 1%a, the order can also be reversed,s 1%y or

scrambled® e,g,  13%or similar combinations.

- leor other examples in which jepr is used see methods 41,2,
56 and 68,

ch. Tractenberg, Jewish Magic and Superstition p,94,

30f, Methods 27 and 77 in which all the letters of the names of
the 12 tribes are employed,

ul-:lse.where terued 17702 "o,

Termed yagab a"p.

SE1sewhere termed 7703 &Y n"p. For additional examples in which
the Einal letters of words are put together to form a word see methods
33, 34, and 90,




Additional examples:

“®=3) Tlbr*Y Inawonp dpyr TprM
(vo:n>

T, =

o*nw - :RY niow) @oavy Maw ?yrawn 012
(v

S TIPTETE

=

-
M

- (7:x "x73) 321w > hika Nx

G 4

N,

3z The final letters of consecutive words are assigned their

numerical equivalents and added together, Asher terms this method

I

XY9BD33 niavn soyp ¢ Ihe number itself can be the basis for

the exegesis, For example, in Gen, 15:13: ",,.know for a surety that

v STIVNG

thy seed shall be a stranger," the final letters of I3 13"

stranger" equals 210 (10*200), This aliudes to the number of years

the children of Israel were in Egy‘pt.l

Additional examples:

2(.n1:'n A"z Yo ow) 45 (73:1 “Tpa) Trowry Mar Ja0ar

«N1iER 2"v0)g13= T937) Nk Thoe? Tz Iyaan B9
{3:%

The number derived is equal to the numerical equivalent of another
word(s), For example in Cen 22:11: Dvpwn 2 M1a* x%n 1'%x XKap*
"And the angel of the Lord called unto him,,..," the numerical

equivalent of the final letters equals 122 (1+6+20+5+50+#40), This,

1[‘:5. Rashi on this verse and on Ex, 12:40,

%ce. Jewish Encyclopedia vol.9, p.164




says Asher, is equal to the numerical equivalent of a3 YKR3°Bp

"It was Michael" (40+10+20+1+430)+ (5+10+45) =121

TR

Additional examples:
9*3°7 Y23 7p°non = 1046 = Tpx% Kyaa Nya Ovveen Nk d1xx)
173100 1'A'w, 10I3W) (ro:ix "9237)
(«7°72

b i, ) 2B

ol ol
=il

(o

2.nﬁa 245 =(rv:n "937) Pavr Minr Nix lexo

f

3.111 14 = (1:2% “m3%) 1% 27 11

The last letters of the names of the Patriarchs are assigned

their numerical equivalences: - 2 = 2pyr0:100 = pPnx* ,40Q-= Daqak .

This is equal to the numerical equivalent of oy%a "Balaam"
(2#30+70+40 =142), For Balaam says: "let my end be like his; let me
die the death of the righteous,"4

33% The first and last letters of consecutive words are put
together to form a word, For example, the first and last letters of

0»aw Maw (BEx, 19:38) form tae word wown » 'the sun"

1cf, sifre and Rashi on this verse,

ch. Sanhedrin 56b,

3cf, sifre. For additional examples in which the final letters
of words are assigned their numerical equivalences and added together
see methods 48, 55, and 56,

“asher notes that the numerical equivalent of DYW*"righteous”
is 560 (10#300+200+10+40), This in turn is equal to D0Y%¥¥n hYan
(1+2+6+400) +(5+70+30¢40) =560) 1i,e,Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,




recalling the fact that the context, in which the words appear,

discusses two lambs which were to be offered, one at dusk and one

at dawn.,1

Another example, forming a word from the first and last letters

of successive words in two verses, is Ex, 35:4~5 "Ipx>7 Nawil... =910,

for the Sabbath should be dewvoted to Torah.2
34#  The numerdcal equivalents of the first letters of cone

secutive words are added together, Secondly, the last letters of

these words are put together to form a new word, For example, Asher

explains why Balaam was killed by the avenging Israelitess by citing
Proverbs 14:12: "There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, But
the end phereof are the ways of death,” The initial letters of

Tw? 1% w? "There is a way that seemeth right' have the com=
bined numerical equivalent of 24 (1o+w+10)4, and the final letters

form the word “3Wv"reward,5" By following Balaam's advice, Israel

lcg, Tamid 31b,

2Cf. Tana d*be Eliyahu Raba chapter 1, Tur Orah Hayim par, 290,
For examples in which the final letters of words are put together to
form a word see methods 31, 34, and 90,

3Cf° Num, 31:8,

uFor additional examples in which the first letters of words are
assigned their numerical equivalents and added together see methods

48 and 56,

5 .
For additional ewamples in which the final letters of words are
put together to form a word see methods 31, 33, and 90,




lost 24,000 people in the plague.l Balaam went to Midian to receive
his reward, but his end was the way of de;athg2

35# The last letters of several pairs of words are the same,.
In the only occurence of this method in Lev, 21:11: X% Ia Nawa-%s Vpa

LRpv> kY TaxrYy Jeaxb Xa» the last letters of the several

pairs of words are: XX ,91 4RR ,nn ,%% . Since there are 4
pairg of letters, 1R ,0N ;5 Agsher says this ié an allusion to the
fourtﬁ log of blood which if issued from a pair of corpses carries
uncleanliness.3

364 A particular letter is found in each word of a verse:
the name of that letter is the basis of its interpretation, For
examplé, in enumerating the children of Benjamin, Num, 26:39 states:
L aDynn nnBws pdIiny oadwn pndwn 0w "of Shephupham, the
family of the Shuphamites; of Hupham, the family of the Huphamites,"
Each word has a B%; Pe can be spelled MDyhich can mean "mouth,"
This, says Asher, suggests that Benjamin had a mouth but did not

tell his father about his brothers® selling of J“oseph..l‘L

log, Num, 35,9,

2
Cf, Rashi on Num, 31:8 and Numbers Rabbah 22:5,

3Cf. §§phedrin La and Rashi on Lev, 21:11,

“cf, Genesis Rabbah 71:8, For other examples in which the name
of the letter is the basis for exegesis see methods 2,1, 734, 26, 10,1,
40, and 51,




37# 'The number of times a lebter occurs in a verse is multiplied
by its numerical value, The result is a number which can be applied
to a rabbinic statement, The only example we have of this method
is with the letter alef in Gen, 13l where the dlef occurs 6 times:
- .vaKn nX1 prpen aX 0*aYN Xaa nowNaa  The alef can be assigned
: the numerical value of 1000 as well as 1 yielding 6x1000 or 6000,
Asher relates this to the 6000 years the world exists.l

°

' 38# Words in part of a verse end with the same letter, This

verse is compared to a second verse which also contains words which

end in the same letter, For example, in Dt, 11:16° 7RB®—78 B2 172wd

LOnY Onvannwny Osanx Dop%k Ontayr Unaoy Oonaa% the last 7 words

end with a mem, And in Song of Songs 5:2: “neya RIRR 2 nnb...

‘nmn "nbaz.the words end in a yud., This verse is taken tokrefer to

the Torah; the verse in Dt. speaks of idolotry, Since mem=40 and

yud=10, Asher says one who is an idol worshipper is as one who has

denied ﬁhe Ten Commandments which were given to Moses on the 40th day,
Theye are 7 mems in the Dt, verse, The frequency of the letter

mem suggests the word n*n1n "blemishes' which is made up of many

uems, The 7 blemishes are reminiscent of the 7 defects of idols

described in Psalm 115:6—-7.2

1Cf,,Avodah_ Zarah 9a, For additional examples in which the number
of times a letfer occurs in a verse is counted see methods 38 and 39,

2The‘y have mouths but they speak not, They have eyes but see not,
They have ears but they hear not; Noses they have but they smell not,
They have hands but they handle not., Feet they have but they walk not,
Neither speak they with their throat, For other examples in which
homonyms are used see methods 13,1, 21, 22,3, 39, 50, 57,1, 60, 76, 85,
91, 94,2, and 100, And for other examples in which the number of times
& letter occurs in a verse is counted, see methods 37 and 39,




394 Each word in the verse ends with the same letter, In the

one use of this method Asher compares Gen 32:15: pspsny Ovnxp O°

Ty

Osaey 0O*%xY O nxp O*%na O wy fo o 2993% Onnaoa

Oaoopa O'p0ady) O*%xY 0*18Y% Oa*2031 A1l the words end with the

letter mem, The letter mem itself has no exegesis but serves only
to relate the two verses, The verse in Genesis enumerates Jacob's
gifts to Esau; the verse in Numbers describes the additional

sacrifices offered in the Temple, There are 550 animals listed in

Genesis 32:15-16 and likewise, says Asher, there are 550 additional

sacrifices a vear offered in the ‘I!:l'ple.1

m the verse in Genesis, Asher notes there are 8 mems, the
number B8 being important since there are 8 kings who reigned in
Edom before a king ruled in Israel,? (In the Genesis verse Jacob

is offering a gift to Esau/Edom, )

1 Additional sacrifices (401D ) of Sabbath and Rosh 'lodesh:
Additional sacrifices of Fassover and the ewe which
comes with the omer:
Additional sacrifices of Tabernac’ »s and the 2 loaves:
Additional sacrifices of Rosh Hashona:
Additional sacrifices of Yom Kippur and the 2
he-goats and 1 ram:
Additional sacrifices of Sukkoth with the 70 bulls:

2cf, Genesis 36:31-41 and Genesis Rabbah 75:11, For additional
examples in which the number of times a letter found in a verse is
counted see methods 37 and 38,

236
78
24
10

13
189

550
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The repeated number of occurences of the letter mem suggests to
Asher the word g p3p ("blemishes") because the cattle presented
to Esau by Jacob were blemished.1 This might be a play on the plural

of the letter mem 0012 .2

L0# The same letter is found at the beginning and end of a

oy verse, The name of the letter is the basis for interpretation, For

2" example, Dt, 12:21: "If the place which the Lord thy God shall

L

‘: choose, .sthen shall thou kill of thy herd,,.after 811 the desire of
e

i thy soul"” begins and ends with a kaf ( 7wD ...?2) Kaf means "hand";

1_-; this suggests that the one who slaughters must examine the lungs of
-L the animal with his hamd.:‘l

‘ 40,1 The same letter is found at the beginning and end of

‘_ a verse, and is assigned its numerical equivalent, For example,

.' - Gen, 19:23: .7TIXX K3 BIY1 yIKa Yy X' poeil Dbegins and ends
5 with a he, He is assigned its numerical equivalent of 5, teaching us,
){ says Asher, that lot walked 5 miles before the sun rose.u

L

'; 1cg, Lekah Tov,

"‘ r %For other examples in which homonyms are employed see methods
3 13,1, 21, 22,k, 38, 50, 57,1, 60, 76, 85, 91, 97,2, and 100,

N e, Isserles, Yoreh Deah 39:17; Itur Bikurim (n,1022) says the

& 2 kafs refers to two actions: the actual slaughtering and the examining

3 of the lungs, Reinetz (p,392 n,30) disagrees inferring that Itur Bikurim

= is making his own midrasli, For other examples in which the name of the

by letter is the basis for exegesis see methods 2,1, 7.4, 7.6, 10,1, 37 and 51,

Bce, pesahim 93b.




59,

Additional examples:

apy 7y noaag 9% e ‘D =310 31aYY 13nh 03'hoay hrexad
."Dn TNX (x2:10 “723) O>*na7% aDIn

oa% 1°a o%i12w 1% oy R - Yrawr mivn Y2% 8%k npab g%
.0'Dpaw DAYaKY TNk aY (7:%% “9p03) Xaz% nYen

3.n:v: *aye "1 y1'w w1y 1 -arar 9% ovpr 123 J3vpp Ki1ald
(wp:n* “927) Tivown 179K 7 avx

41%# A word is formed by taking the first and last letters of
a verse, For example, the first and last letters of Dt, 6:4: youw
TInx Ay 13a%R A YRIP? spell v "demon," When one recites
the Sh*ma with devotion ( 73112 ) he makes the demons flee,*

Similarly:

790 wKa3 owa YYow (A1av) aY - Apeny A927KY 02w 13V IR
(:3a% “931) .79 *1apx yaran

41,1# A number is formed by taking the numerical equivalent
of the first and ast letters of a verse, For example, in Dt, 7:14:
qnzazyY A9ppY gy 3 arar=xk% proyn-=Y%op aran 1112
the numerical value of the first and last letters equals 22 (2420),
which signifies the Torah which is written by means of the 22 letters

of the alphabet,

1cg, Mishnah Terumot 4:3,
2ce « Yevamot 6la,
3r‘.£. Rosh Hashonah Z1b,

4cg. Berahot Sa,
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41,2# The first and last letters of a verse are put together
to form a word, The numerical equivalent of the two letters equals
the number of words in the verse from which the letters are taken,
Moreover, that word reminds us of another verse which begins with
the same word, For example in the verse anb%na ank oy 23X

YOR2aY D'Dwa YR--'D @K ApIAA (I'-NK1 I¥IT2-DR JTay--DK NIRY

(¥3:2 “9271) +10M1322) eydd Awp--wk the first and last
letters spell T which equals 21 (1420) which equals the number
of words in the verae.1 We are moreover reminded of Psalms 73:1

ane rawr? 2w and the word a?aR

(Ex, 3:14) the numerical equivalent of which is also 21 (145410 +5).2

42 The number of letters in a verse is counted, For example,
in Num, 6:24 : J72®*37 a1a* 0720 there are 15 letters, This
suggests, says Asher, the number of years that Jacob saw Abraham.3
and is the number derived by adding the 3 Patriarchs to the 12

u
tribes,

Iror additional examples in which the number of words in a verse
is counted see methods 44, 72, 73, 73,1, 74, and 96,

Zror additional examples in which araR is used see methods
30, 56, and 68,

3Cf. Seder Olam, chapter 1,
“Cf. Numbers Rabbah 80:13, For other examples in which the number

of letters in a verse is counted see methods 22,1, 24,2, 42, 72,1,
73, and B9,




?1.

43" The entire alphabet is in a verse, For example, in Ex,

16:16: 92y 190K *8% WYR 132D 1OPY MIAT AIX WK 3TA AT
LINpn 17K wRY wYK 02'Rwsl 1802 nYavay

"this is the thing which the lord hath commanded: Gather ye of it
every man according to his eating...," the entire alphabet is
found. Since the Torah is composed of the 22 letters of the alpha=-
bet, one who fulfills the Torah is as one who eats manna, Accordingly,
God will sustain one who studies Torah as he did to those who ate
the manna.l

44# The first and last letters of 2 consecutive verses are
the same., They are assigned their numerical equivalents and added
together, This number is equal to the number of words in the 2 verses.
For example, in Ex, 21:26+27: (9p=nr=18 173F% [ 'Y-NR&@'K 713°=+31

*pon® %¥5y ynpr jw-oxY .Y3°y nnn 1anbw won® annwy now

. 13w nnn Yanbe?

each verse begins and ends with a vav, The 4 vavs are assigned
their numerical equivalents and added together: vav =6; UxH=24,
This alludes to the 24 limbs that a slave can lose and thereby

acquire his freedom.2

ICE. Mehilta. For other examples in which the presence of the
entire alphabet in a verse or section is emploved in the exegesis, see
methods 53 and 99,3,

7C£. Kiddushin 7%a, For additional examples in whiry the number
of words in a verse is counted see methods 41,2, 72,1, 73, 73,1, 74, and 96,



72,

There are, moreover, 24 words in these 2 verses, If one adds

to these 24 words 1*w and 1*y » vwhich are the technical
"shorthand" terms for the loss of limbs by a slave, we get 26, This
is reminiscent of Gen, 9:25=263 OYI2y T2AY 1¥ID VIR K

L10% 73y 1¥32 Ay ow Yadx 1A 7172 2x*Y L1wkRY Ay
which aiso have vavs at the beginning and end of each verse and, in
addition, have 26 words. These verses relate to the servitude of
the Canaanites,

45# Two verses are compared by rearranging the letters of a
word from the second verse to form a word that is found in the first
verse, For example Num, 14:4: "Let us make a captninl (oK)
is compared to Ex, 32:1: ",,.,make us a Cod who shall go before us,”

The letters of awr 'whe'" are rearranged for form wpx= 'captain,"
Therefore, just as the Ex, incident happened after 40 day32 so the
Num, incident happened after 40 days,

46# The number of letters in a section is counted and related to
an . adjacent verss, For example, in the section Num, 10:35-36, which
is enclosed by inverted nuns, there are 85 letters, Any section of
Scripture which contains, as this one, 85 letters, is to be saved from
fire3 recalling the next verse:",,,and the fire of the Lord burnt among

them,' (Num, 11:1)

1Cf. Rashi on this verse and Sanhedrin 107a,

ch. Ex, 24:18, For other examples of anagrams see methods 34 11,2,
20,1-5, €9,1, 84,1, and BS5(f),

3c£. shabbat 115b,




73,

477 Two adjacent words are assigned their numerical equivalents
and multiplied by the number of times they are found together in a

section, For example, the words 1100 ax "father of a

—

multitude” are found twice in the sedra % 1Y (Gen, 12-17),
Their mumerical equivalent is 104x2 =208 (1+2) + (5+50+6+50) x 2,
This {s equal to the mmerical equivalent of npx» "Isaac,”
(10+90+8+100 =208,)

48# The first letter of the first word of each verse in a
section is assigned its mmerical equivalent, In Jacob's blessing to
Dan in Gen, 49:16«18 the first letters of the first words of
the verse are 17 1927 T nye? o Their combined numerical
equivalent is &4 (4+10+30),2 This number is equal to the numerical
equivalent of the word T172 "as w.“’

In snother example, Joseph's blessing to the tribes in Gen, 49:
3-27, the first letter, after each tribal name in a section is assigned
its numerical equivalent and the last letter of the blessing is
assigned its nuvarical .qu(nhat.u

1en, 17:5 . 7107 axY JAsher drops the lamed in deriving the
nuserical equivalent,

2For additional examples in which the firet letters of words are
assigned their numerical equivalents and added together see m, 34 and 56,

3Gen, 49:16: "Dan shall Judge his people as one of the tribes of
Israel,” Rashi interprets K2 vag one" to mean the "most distinguished"
tribe, This then refers to David who is from the tribe of Judah,

bpor additionsl exsmples in which the final letters of words are
assigned their numerical equivalents and added together see mathods 32,
ss. nd 56.



5 = %y .. 9 = 27908 73RN
30 = YRWY2... 1= o X 390 y1yaw
2 = AYND ... 1= ARl awane
505 y1it... 30 = ganY yYiav
4 TaAV s 8 =  apli "ovw>
5 = vmn’.,. 10 = 797 17
2= 3py... 3= 9191 12
20 = 9D 300 = HapW awn
200 = . "ow... 1 o= e ohYnwel
6“‘ 1P AR. .. 2 = 92 yoae
30 = Hyy 7= ax7 750732
354 365

There are 354 days in the lunar year and 365 days in the solar year,
49# . A word ié formed by taking the first and last letters of

a "section."l For example, the Ten Commandments (Ex, 20:2-14)

begins with an alef in the word  »23X and ends with a kaf in the

word “yn'» This spells qnx which is reminiscent of the first

word in Ps, 73:1l.., ?XW?? 270 K

lAsher applies the term "section" tp any portion of a text which
discusses the same topic, This “section" may extend in size from a
portion of text bracketed by a petihau or stuma to a chapter or
More, We use the term "section" to describe this textual unit,




75

50# 1In a group of related names in a section some letters
are absent, For example, in the names of the tribes (Gen, 49:1-27)
enumerated in Jacob's blessing, the letters chet, gof, and tsade
are abaent.l Jacob wanted to reveal what would befall the tribes
in the end ( YP ) of days; but since the letters gof and tsade

2

were not in their names” he thought that there was some sin, n

standing for Ron , but was reassured when he could not find
the letter chet among their namen.3
514 In a group of related names in a section, a letter is
found to be present in only one of the names and therefore singled
out for attention, For example in the names of the 12 tribes, the

!
sons of Jacob, the letter © occurs only in the name 73D1* .

Since © and p are sometimes interchangeable in Hebrew words,

1,903 17 .19y ,90wer ,a11a30 ,"% L1 vow s 72180
«772%33 ,9D1' LWK ,T2
For another example in which the absence of a letter from a name is
used in the exegesis see method 2,3,

ch. VYoma 73b,

Ibid. Similarly in Num. 23 21: 'I‘ﬂ_.x\" 2?,‘: 11“ 3 XY
12 %2 Ay 1oy 1rabr aiar Yragra b
Balaam saw no evil in JacoGThecauae the letter chet (i,e. Rod “;i%")
is not found in the names of the tribes, For cther examples in which
homonyms are employed in the exegesis see methods 13,1, 21, 22,3, 30,
3o, 57,1, 60, 76, B85, 91, 99,2 and 100,



76,

Asher regards the p as a clue for 1oy "tempter), and explains
that the tempter of Bsau is Joseph, Similarly, the letter y is
found only in the name 1190% Y means "eye'" and is reminiscent
of Job 24:15: “the eye of the adulterer waits of the twilightd"The
adulterer referred to is a descendent of Simeon whose adultery
is described in Num, 24:6 and 25:14,

52# All the letters of the alphabet except one are found in
a section,

(1) The missing letter is assigned its numerical equivalent,
For example, in the section Dt, 27:1-9, which describes the crossing
of the Jordan, the letter sameh is absent, The children of Israel
are said to have traveled 60 (sameh =60) miles ( 1°7°D ) before
they erected the stones.n (CE. Dty 27:5)

(2) The missing letter is the first letter of a word which
is the basis of the exegesis, For example, in the section Ex, 25:31=40
which describes the menorah, there is no sameh, Also in the Creation
Story of Gen, 1:1=Z 1 there is no sameh, The absence of the sameh
suggests the absence of jop '‘Satan" since sameh and shin can be
substituted for each other, For where there is light (suggested by
the menorah and creation) meither Satan nor a demon can rule, Asher
cites Proverbs 6:23: "the commandment ic & lamp and its teaching is a

light", saying that the mouth of Satan is closed ( pni1D ) from vilifyving,.

lpor other examples in which the name of the letter is the basis for
exagesis, see methods 2.1, 7,4, 7,6, 10,1, 37 and 40,

2c¢ Sotah 33b, Saphedrin 44a.
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In the section of blessings (Lev, 26:3=13) and Jacob's blessing
to Egau (Gen, 27:28-29) there are 2 letters missing: sameh and the
final pe, The sameh is for juw "Satan” and the final pe for
MIx L53p  LFIR (terms for anger) indicating the absence

of these negative qualities from the blessings.l

53# The entire alphabet is found in a section, For example,
the entire alphabet is found in D, 33:20«21, Moses® blesszing of Gad,
Moses fulfilled all the Torah, which is composed of the 22 letters of
the alphabet; he is buried in the territory of Gadg since Gad is the
subject of Moses' blessing that contains the 22 letters,

Similarly, Moses' blessing of Joseph in Dt, 33:13=18 contains the
entire élphabet¢ Joseph's casket was carried with the Ark because

Jogeph fulfilled the Torah.3

1 Joshua Trachtenberg in Jewish Magie and Superstition saysf\I
may also mention the malache kabbala "angels (or demons) of destmuction
who made their initial appearance in the Talmud, and who were not
abgent from the medieval scene, Their names end with the letter pe,
we are informed, The fact that the titles of the daily synagogue
services, the eighteen benedictions, the prayer yozer or,and the
grace after meals do not contain this letter, was cited as proof
that prayers serve as a protective agent from these destroying
angels. (pe28)

ch, Sifre and Rashi on this verse.

Cf, Sotah 13a. For other examples in which the presence of the
entire alphabet in a verse or section is used in the exegesis see
methods 43 and 99,3,




78,

54 Derived furms of the same root are found in 2 similar
verses, These words are compared; the letters which are different
are assigned their numerical equivalents. For example, the daily
sacrificial offering is constituted, among other things, of a
"tenth part of an ephah;,.ringled with the fourth part of a hin
of beaten cil" (Ex, 29:40; Num, 28:5), In the Exodus verse “tenth"
is written 17eyY and in the Num, verse N*9%y1 .« The
differing letters yod and tgy are assigned their numerical equivalents
of 10 and 400 (=410), This, says Asher, is reminiscent to the 410
years the first Temple existed, Similarly, "mingled" in the Exodus
verse is written %1%3 and f%1%3 in the Numbers verse, The
"extra" be (=5§ alludes to the 5 kinds of meal offeringsl which
atones for the soul which has 5 names.2

Additional examples:

(x2:2% “w23) 3'n "3723 (KR :ve midw) Y1% 93753
<3 2P2 AA 0%0* 1V0 LPYN3TA DY 1333 7Y 1% fqornaw

(7:23 niaw) a3ron %31 (n3:n “931) awen Y3 Sos
nY3an ,a2a3 Y5 NYaan L,73p3 IR DT NYIAN 03T ) T30
(nr=rp:7 "937) .27 %5 n*33n ,ed11 %D nvian ,M18% 9>

pvoar “aw (a:x ywiar) owod Y2 (1::5* “237) oipall %3
«¥OIDY Y1 KRY

x 1°P'PY 4NBKD ,NPNI2 ,N3nN2 ,A%100 NNID

2Gc.’.:'\esi.s _Rabbah 5:11,

3Joshua 18:2: "And there remained among the children of Israel 7
tribes which had rot yet received their inheritance' Rashi: Reuben, Gad,
and the half tribe of Manassah received their share in the days of Moses
acrogss the Jordan,., In the land of Canaan Judah and Ephram already were
assigned their inheritance, For other examples in which similar verses
are compared see methods 54,1, 64,3, 64,4, 80, B and 82,




54,1%# In a related example the letters which are different

are assigned their numerical equivalents and subtracted, The result
is the basis Ffor the exegesis, For example, Num, 10:14=17 lists the

leader of each tribe as they set forth from the wilderness of Sinai.

In each one the word yp3i'set forward" is found except for the
tribe of Judah which has yo°1  (Nume 10:14), The nun is assigned

its numerical equivalent of 50 and the yod its numerical equivalent
of 10; the différence being 50 w’10 or 40, This, says Asher, alludes
to the 40 years in the desert in which the bones of Judah were
carried in the doﬁfin,l
55# The last letters of the first words of each book of the
Torah are assigned their numerical equivalénts and added together,
(5=) 7iux  (200=) a9y (1=) Rapoy  (5=) jvxy (B00=) Norgxaa
The total (611) is equal to the numerical equivalent of pg+. "fear”
(1.0+200+1+400) and alludes to Ps, 111:10: "The fear of the Lord is

the beginning of wisdom, o s"?

]Cf. Makkot 1lb, For other examples in which similar verses are
compared see methods 54, 64,3, 64,4, 80, 81, and 82,

2¢f, Numbers Rabbah 18:17, For additional examples in which the
final letters of words are assigned their numerical equivalents and
added together see methods 32, 48, and 56,




56# The first letters of the first words of each book of the

Torah are assigned their numerical equivalents and added together,

The last letters of the last words of each book of the Torah are

assigned their numerical equivalents and added together.l The first

and last letters with their numerical equivalents are:

40 DO»9xpa...n*ex1

2
40 On*yop...7%x1 6
10 ?3'0...K7p*Y 6
6 nIv...927*1 6

30 Pxwr. . %K1
126 21

The sum of the first letters (21) is equal to  jy5x "I am"

(Exy 35:1) (14541045 =21);? the sum of the last letters (126) equals

AT 123098 K1A "This is our Cod  (546+41)+ (14304541045046) +

(745) =126) , These two sums are reminiscent of Is, 41:4: "I, the

Lord am the first, and with the last am the same,”

lgor additional examples in which the final letters of words are
assigned their numerical equivalents and added together see methods 32,
48, and 55, And for additional examples in which the first letters of

words are assigned their numerical equivalents and added together see
methods 34 and 48,

Zror other examples in which ArTaR is used, see methods

30, 41,2, and 68,




57/ A word is written defectively ( =9on ), Asher interprets
the defectiveness of the word, For example, in Gen, 1l:14: "let there
be lights) naxp "lights" is written defectively without vavs,
This alludes to the fact that only the sun and not the moon actually
gives 'light.1

Additional examples:

7793 J3'Ke 21Y 71%7 ;1 "0n0 (n*:2 niow) 1997 r1voen
T'0 13 ﬁép: niasna®
1% wyowr

o%?1¥3 DYDY NI, ]&D , ** ACn 1¥o% DK NRY 7*2R-DK 73D
«TA (2°:2 nmiow) TI2WKY

4
+773% K13 A0RY k%1, 71 aon (1:92 miaw) WY 12w

Two words which sound almost alike are defective. The "missing
letter” is assigned its numerical equivalent, For example in Num,11:11,
God says to Moses,'"Why have I not found favor in thy sight?" "nin
"I found" is written defectively without an alef, This is compared
to Job 1:21: Naked camn I out of my mother's wombe,." TnNx*

"came I" is also written defectively without an alef and sounds like
*nxp « Alef (=1) alludes to the 1 God to whom Moses said, "If I
have not found favor in Thy sight, why did I come out of my mother's

womb 7"

lcf. Pesikta Rabbat: seec, 15,
2cf. Exodus Rabbah 3:11,

3C£. Kiddushin 39b, Itur Bikurim (n,437) says the world to come is
created with a yod, Just as the world to come is hidden from us so is
the yod of 11298y . Cf, Menahot 29b,

bcof, Shabbat 22b,
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57.1* A werd is written defectively ( -gn ) making it possible

for a word play. For example, in Gen, 37:16 Joseph asks of his

brethren: "...where they are feeding the flock,”  0'¥7 “feeding
the flock" is written without a vav and can be read ©'¥7 “evily

This is an nllusion to the days of the evil King Jeroboam who began
to rule in Qlechem,l the same place where the flock was fe.edi.ng.z

Additional examples:

11v2 Yoio sYye (n3%> ava *ap) von avna (Vvian “x13) navo
.7MI%2 one oavmiwa

117D poon a*aw 17X é\rb X171 .70n 3°'nD 117°X %y o
TR (2v:02 “x73)

s'rw'n 1°*Ina 7'viep "33 nowipn A%l an niow) 9371y N2
207990 "33 ve17n Mva% 37X 0on 7'0%n 8K (nr:ix®

58# A word is a palindrome, i.,e. it is read the same backward
as forward, For example, in Ex, 30.42 the word 13n3Y  "then shall
they give... is the same read forward and backward, This means, says

Asher, that whatever a man gives to charity will eventually be returned

Igings 12:25
2Gen, 37:12,
3ce, Exodus Rabbah 41:6, For other examples in which homonyms are

employed in the exegesis see methods 13,1, 21, 22,3, 38, 39 50, 57,1,
60, 76, 85, 91, 99,2, and 100,




r3,

to him and he will not ever lack because of his giving charity.1

59# A new word is formed by reading a word backwards,
According to tradition each of the 3 Priestly Benedictions is
assigned to a Patriarch; the second benediction is given to lll.lc:,2
the second Patriarch, The first word of this benediction xR
read backwards is ") for Isaac's ascent to the altar con=-
stituted proof i.e. ARy of loyalty to God,

60 Exact homonyms or semi-homonyms (words close in sound)
are employed for exegesis, n3 (Gen, 6:9) for example, can mean

"t:'«:mft:r’!:."3 In Gen 28:16: "And Jaccb awakened out of his sleep,”

N1PDD “his sleep" suggests N3P0 Mighna" indicating
that Jacob meditated on Torah™ o2n2d "the night hawk"
(Lev, 11:16) is so named because it does violence oon .5

1

CE, Tur Yorah Deah n,247, Itur Bikurim (n,511) says that there
is aleo an allusion here to the 2 givings of shekels for Isrzel and
for laman, He quotes Megillah 13b: "It is well known beforehand to
Him at whose word the world came into being that Haman would one day
pay shekels for the destruction of iIsrael,” Therefore, God made the
shekels for 1_rael come before the shekels of Haman,

2cf, Asher's proof of this in method 73,

3cf, Genesis Rabbah 84:8,

bibid, 69:5.

5C£. Ibn Ezra on this verse, For other examples in which homonyms
are employed in the exegesis see methods 13,1, 20,3, 21, 22,3, 38, 39,
50, 57.1, 76, B85, 91, 99,2, and 100,



0

LW Yw (a7 Pr7v Rl

CqapYY YROwe 222 1¥1D°W

Additional examples:

( a:ad “TRAIPI w2

(o:a% “ma37) apyr? rvEwn 1YV
ERT

61 A word is singled out in a verse; this word is contrasted

Tsaac, Bliezer is to go "to my kindred'(

Abraham did not say

with a synonomous word or expression which does not appear, For

example, Abrabam tells his servant Eliezer to find a wife,for his son

sanbdwnd ) (Gen, 24:41),

sax nva Yx ("to the house of my father');

for if you do not find him a wife from the house of my fathers, go

to the house of my mother.1

Additional examples:

Thw 1IDK

(Ao

X9

(1:92 “X92) DI%w 1I2KRY VY BIvwR 0n% R

NEERF AOYWr) LDIYWIY AR OIDR BIYw 7R 1D L%

“qpa) .1997Y 72 DAY 12IpRY 2w 700 ayva op°)
,010722% T2 12771D TIvaw (nybnb) 19777 QYA AR B

1% nvs 9aexey (Aoiab “qpa) Awn PR OIIIRT IV TA=TIR BRI

LO%19 Yrawa Ma2°9 0naw 2VTAn XYR DY

Lof, Geno 24238,
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62 A word or phrase is singled out and is explained by a word
association, For example, Ex, 19:6 states: "And ye shall be unto Me
a kingdom of priests,,." If the children of Israel had been worthy,
says Asher, all of them would have become High Priests and not just
Aaron and hia seed.l But in the future all of Israel will indeed be
priests for it says in Isaiah 61:6 "Ye shall be named the priests of
the Lord..."

In another example, Lev. 1:11 states in reference to the sacri=-
fices: "And he shall kill it on the sgide of the altar northward,,,"
This is to defend against Jer, 1:4: ",,.out of the north the evil
shall break forth,"

Commenting on Dt, 1:16: "And I charged your judges at that
time saying..." Asher says that "at that time" refers to each

2
judge in his generation for he is as Moses was in his generation,

log, sifre.

2c¢, Rosh Hashona 25 ,
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Additional examples:
99y niwen *9 :2°097 piwn  (R:vD “xI2) PRI 130y 77R0MY

TR napR R (m*:1m1'1nw)
SAWYD

2399% 1°9Y HOwn oRw 7% awIY (131 “vp32) Xa» KV np wha WY
RINW 110K ]RYw 19713 honn
LOvnnn YR w1

pwn nwITp %y opXY 1902w (M:RY “pa) PRAwY vpYRD 170070
JyRwe nvuab

!

63° A number is singled out in a verse and is utilized to
explain an adjacent verse, For example, Dt, 16:16 "Thvee times a
year.;.” the number 3 iIs used to explain the meaning of "Judges
and officers shall thou make thee,.." (Dt, 16:18), "Judges', says
Asher, refers to the Sanhedrin which meets at three places; the
L

Temple Mount, the Temple Court, and the Chamber off Hewn Stone,

Tt is also reminiscent of the 3 rows of scholars who sit before the

Sanhedrin¢5

'ICf, Tanhuma,
?ibid,

3 -

Cf. Sifre.

hog, Mishnah Sanhedrin Uil

ibid 11:2,
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63,1# A number stated in one verse is related to the following
verse, The numerical equivalent of a word in a third verse is equal
to that number, That number is then assigned its letter equivalent
whose position in the alphabet adds exegesis to the verses, For
example, Dt, 8:4: "Thy rainment did wax not old upon thee,..these
L0 years," is followed by "And thou shalt consider in thy heart,.."
Therefore 40 is the age for understanding.1 Further proof is taken
from Is, 6:10: “,,.understanding with their heart” The numerical
equivalent of 132% “their heart" is equal to 40 (30+2 2+6),
Furthermore, the letter mem which equals 40 is in the middle of the
alphabet as the heart is in the middle of the body.2

63,2% A number is singled out in a verse; it is related to
the same number occuring in another wverse, For example, in Gen 33:3:
Jacob met Esau and "bowed himself to the ground 7 times,"” This is
reminiscent of Proverbs 24:16: “,,.,a righteous man falleth 7 times
and riseth up again ",...and Proverbs 26:25: "For there are 7
abominations in his heart,”

63,3 A number is singled out in a verse; its occurence is
explained by reference to the occurence of that number in another
context, For example, in lev, 12:2: "If a woman be delivered, and
bear a male, then she shall be unclean 7 dayS..." The 7 also refers
to the 7 days of mourning for just as one comes into the world, so

he leaves,

log, avot 5:21,

?See also method 7.3 in which the position of a letter in the
alphabet is used in the exegesis,



Additional examples:
7*Rwiiw oY72an *a3w 132> (RY:iad niow) o0*av> 0730 nrey
.7710 17273 o*InIa

YUsan navrea ‘v 2732 (a:m “T23) mavan NYaw
.0"3w

AonY» VeyP Ap¥?1 OANARK Ta3D (20 “qpa) myaxaxn NW 7Y awy
.0°NxX11

f4 . Attention is drawn to certain words whose occurence in a
verse is assigned specific rhetorical functions. (1) The words P71 ¥
and obpr are said to possess limiting functions, (v1pe2)

(2) The words px and 1x® are assigned the quality of inclusion,
( n13Y ) ® limits the topic being considered, For
example, in Ex, 31:13: "Verily ( 1¥ ) ye shall keep My Sabbaths,.."
the word 1K suggests that there are times when one cannot keep

the Sabbath, such as when saving a life,1 offering sacrifices.2 or

3
building attack bulwarks against a city,

1
CE£, Yoma 85b,

20¢, Tosefta Shabbat 16:13,

30f._Shabbat 19a,




Additional examples:

RLELERERLS u*aw? 1920w (v2:22 “pv1) win%? "wy3 Ix
.0%3aw 01ROV

YWY Y9pY% axnr or Y100 (2:23 “9p3) =377 nx X

PRaw* 99a% axaY ok IR ondy
LpPn xR Y"n LpipaRn 7130

2.n!1nn: 1%3%%n JI'R@ NRY Y2X¥n NR YOR "@xD X
{32:2* “m371) YIxRa

In Gen, 7:23: Rl I IX@YY ', .and Noah only was left,,."
& 1is used after the word <KwW*1 which is also said to have
limiting properties, The principle applied in this case is that
limitation after limitation includes rather than excludes; the
first limitation is REU AR and the second one is ",
Therefore Noah's survival included also the survival of Og the giant
who still remained alive through the flood.3

64,14 P also has a limiting function, After the conquest
of Sihon, the Israelitc say: "Only the cattle we took for a Preyees"
UDt, 2:35) po "only" suggests that the fat ones were excluded

to be offered as sacrifices,

log, Shavuot 73b,

%ct, Hullin 130a and Rashi there.,

30e, Zebahim 113b




Additional examples:

p'&%2,0¥0 DYYIIT DIYRD  ATA Y1724 1323 71331 030 =@y pI

.02 KX1721 asN (337 T9a%)
paMaK .77 v 0AYhY Daw onIX N3anKY 77IAY pen 7Yhaxa pa
1Ty DR 30X pniY ,PIXK Ab3 (10:y “ma7)

0D 37T 99001 DR apy?

64, 2¥ DX also has a limiting function, For example, in

describing the requirements of the shmitah "the year of release”
Dt, 15:3-4 says:",,.vhatscever of thine is wich thy brother thy
hand shall release, Howbeit,,." 098 "howbeit" limits the
requirements of release for a loan secured by a pledge does not
£all within the terms of the shmitaha’

643 N  {g inclusive and can include things not
specifically mentioned in the verse, For example, in Num, 21:6:

"And the Lord sent fiery serpents (nx) among the people.s.”

ax tells us that dogs and wild animals were also sent in this

phtu-.“

lce, Tanhuyma Hukat 7.

2ce, Leviticus Rabbah 36:84,
*Mishnab Sheviit 10:8,

bce, Nuymbers Rabbah 19:12,




)

Additional exsmples:

1% pYNR INKY TNR V2% A'aw :vY NY2w) ...Y XNKR...NINDA DR
(Y 2713

k3% 01% *137 ®Owl 13%p2 (22:7 “pr1) 1339p-nrk k'am
oY %oaw 9% ,%172 70w 1ap
13n%w KAy k9 P LALE) YoIx
«0p* 139

1927 %22 TNk Y83 kY > niaad (va:x> "=37) asvan-nx

a%x nx DK kY n&}p:s 1w
LA%%p

In another example nx adds another dimension to a commandment,
In comparing 2 verses we find that in respect to the herd(+pa) the
"laying of hands" is termed 177 9207 (Lev, 3:2) but in respect
to the sheep and goats it is termed 13 IR 201 (Lev, 1:13),
The reason given by Asher is that the herd animal is strong and can
withstand the "laying of hands™” and thus one can perform this action
with all ones scrength;® but the sheep and goats are weak and so
one cannot use all his strength, Therefore in respect to the sheep
and goats it is written nx to provide us with the additional
information that these animals are unak.‘

1ce, Hagiga 7a.
%ct. Tanbuma B'eh 4,
*ce, Zebuhiam 33a,

SFor other exsmples in which similar verses are compared see
methods 54, 54,1, 64,4, 80, 81, and 82,
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64,4% The inclusive quality of px is also seen in its

being used to add 1 to the apparent numerical equivalent of an ad=-

jacent word, For example, in Dt, 26:17: aNIBKA AT DX "Thou
hast affirmed the Lord,,," 117 is abbreviated ‘7 (for owa
"the Name') and assigned its numerical equivalent of 5, The word nx

adds 1 more making the total 5 1 or 6, This, says Asher, alludes to
the 6 orders of the l\ﬁ.a:l'mah.1

64,5 The particle 18 is also inclusive, Comparing the
terminology used for sacrifices, we find it is written about large
herd animals ;3p) gx 7571 onx 'whether male or female" (Lev, 3:1),
But with respect to sheep and goats it is written a73apa IR "0v
"male or female," 1% includes the sacrificing of young animals
who are 13 months old..2

65# The Masoretic text has a pesik after a word, which Asher
explains as a pause, For example in Num, 3:38: 12927 *33% p2ina

+«+1%33Y 719K | Awon anard | Tyin-Yax v3p% aoTp

"And those that were to pitch before the tavernacle eastward, before
the tent of meeting toward the sunrising were Moses, and Aaron and
his sons...", the pesik between "™Moses" and "and Aaron and his sons...”,
is explained by Asher as being a pause., Moses was in one place alone

and Aaron and his sons were in another place alone.3

IMhis seems to be the exegetical method, Asher does not tell us
explicit}y how how he derives the number 6,

? vayon.  CE.Mishnah Parah 1:3, Cf, also method 64 in which

x 1in one ipecial case has the quality of inclusion. For other
methods in which similar verses are compared see methods 54, 54,1, 64,3,
80, Bl1l, and B2,

3 Z
Cf, Tamid 26a, Asher does not interpret the pesik between TY12-%nK
and L anago
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Additional examples:

{1z “p*1) 132 | mpnsx%r aryhay 1179a8 KR fwp DK
«MYY27 DAD Apube KPR 0YYIRT 17 00 8Kw 1Y

(*:2 “723) 03% 7973 x wo3Y | xov 170 PR WO
L7073 913%X IYKRY AN WYR L,D'KDBA 12 paiv'n wre Y oy

(a:v “9371) nxnd avar 13%a%k v Yxw yow

71°90 RT3 AT OF R TIRW 2“!!1 n131'07 a2 oexaw Vyw 01Y
.InR Y27 s"yx oYonan npa Aar oy

667 A word is singled out for attention by the occurence of
2 different trope/accent marks on a single word, For example, in the
one occurence of this method which describes the removal of Nadab
and Abihu who were struck down by God for offering "strange fire,"
Mishael and Elzaphan are instructed by Moses in Lev, 10:4 to "draw
near, carry your brethren from before the sanctuary out of the camp,"
139p "draw near has 2 nccents:3 this shows that Mishael

and Elzaphan did ot go near them in the sactuary, but rather they

1Cf. Pesahim 66b,

2ce, Mehilta Yitro 20:2,

3 YN UI3 actually 0792
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stretched out a spear of iron and dragged them outside,

677 A word is repeated in a verse; the apparent redundency

is the basis 6f the exegesis, For example, in describing what claeses
of people defile a priest, Lev, 21:1 states: "And the Lord said unto
Moses: "speak unto the priests the sons of Aaron, and say unto them:
There shall none defile himself for the dead among his people,” Asher
assigns the 2 words ''speak' and "say" 2 meanings, The first word is
interpreted to mean that a priest may not defile himself on account
of others; the apparent redundency "says™ is interpreted to mean
that a priest may defile himself on account of a corpse that has no

one to bury i.t.2

lltur Bikurim (n,583) says the name of the 2 accents are being
utilized in the explanation, AWYN is sometimes called 707N
which resenbles ©*7n "shield;" a shield and a spear are weapons
which are used to defend oneself, These weapons were their defense so
as not to draw near the sanctuary, Therefore they dragged ( 113 T )
them from the sanctuary, This interpretation relates to Sifra which
states that a spear of iron was used to drag the bodies from the
sartuary, Reinetz (p.229,n,77) says the interpretation is not based
on the names of the accents; but i e fact of the 2 accents shows that
the 2 did not really draw near but rather there was a distance
between them and the dead ones inside,

2Cf, Leviticus Rabbah 26:8 which has the reverse,




68 The number of times a word or derived forms of a word is

found in a verse is counted, For example, the word M) is found 3 times
na

in CGen, 65935 pra%kn AR 1'A773 A°7 0Yd0 prI3 wrk AY niTvan avk
.M 9%ana

This means, says Asher, that Noah saw 3 worlds and saved his 3 sons.l
Similarly, God's name 7K is found 3 times in Ex, 3:14: 12K}
TR Yrawr *232% 9pKD a2 21 7K ex 17K avd=%R o*a%x
.02"%x »anYp corresponding to the 3 Patriarchs.2
The 2 words 17 1% "Get thee" in Gen, 12:1 are counted in
the same way ewen though they are not the same in meaning; unvocalized
they appear the same, The double occurence of 77 1% reminds us
that just as Abram was told to get out of his country by 1% 7%
so Israel was exiled twice,

Additional examples;

TeK anowa 1121 Ty RoJ=%y 2w'a ayad 122z yaxa 1152-%> noa
9133 9315 1133 proye ‘2 (n:x® piow) .ap0a 1153 Y3y oYnan Nk
173 RIAW 7113@nn2 13K anaa 11231 .ncan Y172 orY 11321 ar?y
«7012%

n%D o*oyp "2 (a%:3 “p*y) 0Ydn xYy NP03 N%Da 9nrIn 1avp-Y
L0212 Yy¥1 wasdn Yyy nbon nawba :j1n3 avaa nmioipn “aaT oven

(R*:vp "937) .pIx DOV oya-px 109%1...7%=-100 0?7001 0YDAP
. 723 miindp 37w DO oroyd “a

lce, Tanhuma,

%For other examples in which 7°7® ig used in the exegesis see
methods 30, 41,2, and 56,

3C£. Rashi on Ex, 12:30,

bce, Menahot 21b.

5CE. Sanhedrin 2a,
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68,17 The number of times a word is found in a verse is
counted., The number of words between each occurence of the word is
counted and is found to be the same, For example, in Ex, 12:2:

JM3PN QINY 023% XIA 1IPRY 0OWTN wr od% arn PI0A
"This month shall be unto you the beginning of months; it shall be
the first month of the year to you," the word @Tn  “month"
is found 3 times, Furthermore, between each occurence of the word
"month" there are 3 words, This, says Asher, is an allusion to the
first of Nisan which is the New Year for 3 things; kings.l festivals,2
and months,> Moreover, the numerical zsquivalent of vIn "month"
is 312 ( B8*4*300) which is almost equal to the numerical equivalent
of 8%931%  "eop festivals” (3042004330410440 =313),  And
finally, the letters of 03% "to you" found in the above verse
can be rearranged to form the word %2 "ki.ng";s and 10%)
"Nisan" has the same numerical equivalent as p*aY%nY "for kings"

(50+10#60+50 =170 =30)

Cf, Rosh Hashona 5a,
Cf, ibid

3ce, ibid 7a.

bror additional examples of gematria in which there is a discrepency
of 1, see the excuses after method 22,

5For other examples of anagrams see methods 3, 11,2, 20, 20,6, 24,1,
4s, 84,1, and 85(f),



97

9%  Two words in construct are found repeated within a single
verse; the number of repeated occurences is counted, For example,
YKIP =113 is found 5 times in Num, 8:19: 0303 @ 1%a-DK AINKI
-%% 193%1 1vip Yara PKW’-~732 nray-nk Tayy YNKW-r13 JinD 7aarY
«pa Yk PETWY-712 nwaa ja3 YRW-?323 avac kY YROWU-Y13
Within  ?K7®* %33 5.uq Agher, there are S
groups: priests, levites, Israelites, converts, and freed slaves.l
7¢C The order of certain words within a verse is explained,
For example, Gen, 29:13 describes Laban's meeting with Jacob; ",..
he embraced him and kissed him," At first Laban embraced Jacob to
see if there was any money in his girdle, When he did not find any
he kissed him to see if there were any precious stones in his mouth.2
Additional examples: Iy ArRY RBY Tany paIivantd aepn

VA xYp MaYIpa Yy R RY O My Avar kY 77ady 1avIne maYpa
.770 1np3 (®3:v nmiow)

12 A1Aa%a 7*2 wnoy %RaIA (®2:7 “pv*1) nvaya wnor aiara
P71 1)'3W 7271 wnOnw 10hYDyya
<1730 aYapa a%x 12

A"apA MWIK .PIBDY 1YYIID NIAKA YNYIA-DR 9KY APY® NTII-NK TNIITY

PawAN1 73121 ONKI 7URD IDIT IR, .7 IDTK OANAK NYIIA-NK XY pnxo

12 2py* 732 Ty,,n%yn% Iy on'n (ap:ya “pr1) .aomm
«0773K 713 pnx?

TRashi on this verse says the 5 corresponds to the 5 books of the Terah,
2C¢, Genesis Rabbah 70:13,
3ce. Exodus Rabbah 12:3,

N
CF, Leviticus Rabbah 6:4,
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71- A sequence of related words, enumerated in a verse or
verses, is counted, For example, in Ex, 1:7: 1271 1xw*Y 178
«TRD k232 pxp*1  "(And the children of Israel were fruitful,
and increased abundantly and multiplied, and waxed exceedingly mighty"
6 actions are listed, This suggests that six who were born in one
belly (i,e, suggesting extraordinary £erti11ty).l

Additional examples:

avixa e nmanwwy 7 "mnpYi. .. nYRIY. L. NYXAY. L LY RRETN
«N1%2% ‘7 723 (ry7:7 niow)
,B?307D 7232 0%*3'2 “a (v*:7 “9p3) 0'P32...0°710Y...079K

7113917 .o'hRAwr1 L0 Y
«0%31021 ,0'K*21 ,791N0

sTIPD LKIPD T23D "2 (3v:v “92%) OndwYY...0NDPY...]Y19DED
«T10%N

10g, Rashi on this verse, Exodus Rabbah 1:7, and Yad Aharon p, 65,
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72 The number of words in a verse is counted. For example,
in Bx, 21:1:  pavyp% oven Twx oroowsn AYKY
"Now these are the ordinances which thou shall set before them"
there are 5 words. This, says Asher, tells you that he who judges
righteously is likened to one who had fulfilled the S5 books of the
Torah,

Additional examples:

«73%73 *va3 ‘m o232 8 - oeRYY 0IKY oAbk A1aY wy
:a “%73) .owavry iy mana
(k2

1IDK® R1373 ‘3 7233 3 = (72:% “p3) 772wy awar (o030
(a:2* ow) 927axy :1a
7313x1 ,(ow) aova arm
«(2:3 ow) oM3
1XIpIv 03paw a"s %233 12 =-177ann kY o2'a%xk ava*? onk oraa

.733°% pY3a «NBY DAY 773 ARIP 1DYWA-KY
(x:7* "m27)

72,14 The numbe of letters in each of two related verses is
counted, The difference is equal to the numerical equivalent of a
word which is found in one of the verses. For example, in the first

version of the Ten Commandments the commandment Ex, 20:12: T332

«1% 1IR3 9vaYx @R ADIKRG YY 7'DY J137KY 1¥DY DK DR JraAR=DK

l¥or additional examples in which the number of words in a verse
is counted see methods 41,2, 44, 73, 73,1, 74, and 95,

-7
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"Honor thy father and mother that thy days may be long upon the land
which the Lord thy God giveth thee" has 53 leiters, This commandment

in the second version of the Ten Commandments, Dt, 5:15, has 80 letters:l

DY 712K 7yDY AR A1a% 1X T@KD IBDR-DKY JT3AK-DR 73D

«17 1n3 Yadk maav=tex azIka Yy 3% 207 jyam
for the phrase "and that it may go well with thee" is added., Tne

difference of 80-53 or 17 is equal to the numerical equivalent of
310 "good" (9+642) a form of which is found in the added phrase.
73%  The number of letters and words in a verse is counted,
For example, in the firet verse of the Bible p*a%X X723 hYwxaa
YIKA NKY D°2WA AR there are 7 words and 28 letters,
This is compared to the response in the Raddish 7732.737 avow KA*
K*2%y *b%y% obyY which also has 7 words and 28 11;1:1:.13:.-5.2
Therefore, says Asher; all who respond.essssss K219 92w KA DK
with all hic might becomes a partner with God in the work of creation,
In the second 7-iestly Benediction (Num, 6:25): 1739 Miar Ry
73n*Y °Y%Kk  there are 5 words and 20 letters, This,
says Asher, refers to Isaac who came after the 20th generatinn3 and

observed the 5 books of the Torah,

1Fnr additional examples in which the number of letters in a verse
is counted see methods 22,1, 24,2, 42, 73, 73,1, and 87,

2No1:e that Asher substitutes the werd y for
Yet in his Tur Orah Hayyim n,56, Asher ha;b.; l?qu‘:r 1M3an lt:lg a*ow KOY

thus retaining the >

3Cf. Pirke Avot 5:2, For other examples in which the numbers of letters
in a verse is counted see methods 22, 1, 24,2, 42, 72,1, 73, and B9, For
other examples in which the number of words 19 counted see methods 41,2,
b 72, 73,1, 74, and 956,
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73,1# The number of letters and words in one verse is equal to
the number of letters and words in a second verse, For example, in
Lev, 12:3: IN%IY w3 YI1dY *3'2en BYYIY 9Ang in the eighth
day the flesh of his foreskin shall be circumcised" there are 5 words
and 23 letters, In Gen, 2:1: opxax-=%21 yIxa1 o*oed 190"

"And *he heaven and the earth were finished, and all the host of

thereof" there are also 5 words and 23 letters.1

Therefore, says
Asher, circumcision can be performed on the Sabbath.2

74#  The number of words in part of one verse is found to be
the same as the number of words in a part of another verse, For
example, in Ex, 24:7: 7BW1Y A@YI NI 2T-T@K e b
there are 6 words; and in Ex, 24:3: #®R3 1A% 927 @K 0*737a 5D
there are 6 words, Together they are 12 words, corresponding to the
12 tribes who said the 6 words: snx 7317 123'7a%K 217° Yk e yow
and the 6 words : T¥1 o%1yY 1nid%> T3 ow 112

which are Jacob's i,e, Israel's response,

IRead 1120 « For additional examples in which the number
of letters in a verse is counted see methods 22,1, 24,2, 42, 72,1, 73
and 89, And for additional examples in which the number of words in a
verse is counted see methods 41,2, 44, 72, 73, 74, and 96,

Zce, Shabbat 132a,
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75 A verse begins and ends with words derived from the same
root, For example, Lev, 13:52 describes the handling of leper's
clothing: "And he shall burn the garment,,...it shall be burnt with
fire," ( 97@N...970) ) The verse begins and ends with a
derivitive of 59w “to burn,” Therefore, anything of the leper's
which is forbidden to be used is to be burned.l

Additional examples;

1ngpd wan nng: orw D1% - \pr:r “pr1) Ywa...owam
<1912 KpD3I

TUK RWY YN0 Ok ¥w3 a21% = (A:710 "M37) npY...npr-id
«1N3pTa

75.1# A verse begins and ends with words derived from the
same root; other words derived from the same root are also Found in
the verse and are counted together, For example, Num, 32:54: BNn2N3a)
.1?M3na...90PM3=-nx oyaY) onPNl-nx 139 29% oavoRowsh 1133 yaxa-ox

begins and ends with the samr root derivitive %n3 "to possess,”

Asher infers that it made no difference whether or not the lots fall

at a distance from each other, The y,, 1is found 4 times in the
verse; each tribe, says Asher, are to have 4 places; the mountain,

plain, low land, and by the sea.h

Ice, Sifra, and Rashi on lev, 13:5i,

2cf, Tosefta Korbanot 5:5.

3ce, Yevamot 62b,

“cf. Baba Kama B1b,




76# A word is singled out for attention, A homonymous word is
used to relate that verse with its adjacent verse, For example, in
Gen, 24:62=63: *,,.for he dwelt in the land of the South, And Isaac
went to meditate in the field," the word MV®? "o meditate" is
homonymous to the word o*on*w '"who becomes wise," Thus, one who

desires to become wise should turn to the south when he is praying.l

—

Additional examples:

T

L 4

T xar xbde 7r0I? aaark Y37 7%n xY% .nY2oy anwn'ru::
2 BK? &% ,ary aevpr ary (n:ey “poa)
<1%3%'AD AN A2TD YIN

T
Mgow

?n11n pipay 1212 *1a ton a79n0 AXRTY Lqwaa 1772 nxy
(72 ,2ap :7 "7371)

yner nx 2707 xbe 01Y “m37) 2I0Y kY .npY @K 1nwK
" .Avpn wrpwna (n,7:7

77# The Masoretic text notes tha*t after verses Nuw, 10:34 and
10:36 two nuns are inverted, These nuns are not read as part of the text,
Agher assigne the nun its numerical equivalent (50) and makes the

following observations: (1) Moses wanted to take the tribes in whose

lcg, Baba Batra 25b,

20f, Ketubot W46a,

3ce. Sanhedrin 31a,

I

Cf, Avot 4:18, For other examples in which homonyms are employed
in the exegesis see methods 13,, 21, 22,3, 38, 39, 50, 57,1, 60, 91,
99,2, and 100,




names there are 50 Iettersl over the Jordan whose width is 50 cubi.t32

but the sin he committed prevented him from doing so. (2) This section
enclosed by the inverted nuns logically belongs 50 sections earlier

3
in the text i.,e. after Num, 2:17,

78 Two phrases in adjacent verses are singled out for attention

and are the basis for the exegesis, For example, referring to the
Passover, Ex, 12:8 states: "Add they shall eat the flesh in that
night..,” while the next verse says "Eat not of the ram,.." Since
one verse says tc eat and the next verse says not to eat, Asher

suggests that one should eat for the honor of Passover but not to

eat gluttonously.u

Additional examples:
2.1va by prvraaoe - (v, par) Yrmaabi...adwy 1o

1INy YRAPY YA DIV —  YIX...9KRP* 33 Ny 9D YR "2
LTAK AT DRYY owd (2,30 “pr1} .o3vadx =

1°K 7‘6! DYYATK 1Y 2T - IYIRY nyay a% pa% A (Rl k9
«127 ny1 Yy 10y (7,2 :n2 "93%) ynaw £'pak ponk

1Cf‘. Sotah 36a, Cf, methods 27 and 30 in which all the letters of
the names of the 12 tribes are employed,

%ce, Sifre on Dt. 3:26.

3This is only 48 sections back, Reinetz (p,298,n.59) quotes

Paanah Razah giving another interpretation of the inverted nuns, but he
does 201: try to correct the Asher text,

CE, Pesahim 70s,

3¢, Shavuot 18b,

Sce, Avodah Zarah Sb,
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79# Two adjacent phrases within a verse are singled out for
attention and their close proximity is the basis for the exegesis, The
number of times a third phrase is found in the section is related to
the exegesis, For example, In lLev, 19:2 the phrase "speak unto the
congregation of Israel” is followed by 'you shall be holy," Speaking
in holiiness, i.e.prayer, needs a congregation of at least 10 men,
Therefore the phrase "I am the Lord your God" is found 10 times in
the sedra opywtp (lev, 19:2-20:2?).1

807 Derived forms of the same rooct are found in two similar
verses; each form is assigned its numerical equivalent, For example,
in the daily sacrificial offering "the one lamb" is written THX3.w22a. n¥
in Ex, 29:39 and IRk wadn AR in Num, 28:4, The first one, KA
is assigned its numerical equivalent of 18 (5+14844), This, says Asher,
corresponds to the 18 benedictions of the Amidah which were ordained
to correspond to the daily sacrifices.z The second one, Tnxk o+ 18
assigned its numerical equivaleut of 13 (1484L) and alludes to the

13 priests who at times +fficiated at the daily sacrificial offerings.a

119:2,3,18,16,25,31,3&.36: 30:3,24, For other examples in which the
number of times a phrase found in a section is counted see methods 86 ad 87,

2cg, Berahot 26b,

3C£. Yoma 25a, For other examples in which similar verses are
compared see methods 54, 54,1, 64,3, 64,4, 81, and 82,
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81% Contrasting word-orders of similar phrases are compared,
For example, in the phrase found in Lev, 26:2: 170®9N *NInaw DK
"keeping" is written after *NIN3VW "My Sabbaths,” But in the phrase
found in Dt, 5:12 nawa 01 nx Mow  (11Dw) “keeping” is
written before nawn '"the Sabbath,” This suggests, says Asher, that
one may add from the profane to the holy either before or after the
Sabbath, i,e, the length of the Sabbath rest may be expanded by a few
moments or so either before or after sunset.1

Similarly, in the phrase found in Num, 20:5: figs, vines,
pomegranates, "figs" is written first, but in the phrase found in
Dt, 8:8: "vines, figs, and pomegranates) 'vines" precedes "figs,"
Asher points out that "vines" usually comes first as in Micah U4:4:
"But they shall sit every man under his vine and under his fig tree,”
but in the Num, verse ‘figs" comes first because the fig tree
eventually ceased bearing fruit, This alludes to the wood of old

fig trees of which they used to fix the fire for the Altar, but

2
they did not use the wood of the vine.

loe, Tosafot to Berahot 27b,

2cf, Mishnah Tamid 2:2,5,
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Additional examples:
nvaxn oeapa (xd (av:ab n1Bw) 7773y PRIV pRIMY prnarh? 7197
4272y DBOIpY (vo:w "nanv . ..Df9aRY 2T72Y? 0T LDnd 23001 q*7ay?
sway TIT 132 XEI?IY LMD a9y AbYnna 1Ay e o an1Y D1ARY
NCETR L IRE LEDARARERAE A (av:in® &"n)
431 2332% ©°M1h 0YTpa DIPD boa (1:a0 TprY) YR AR 1317 737

syp% 73N Bpn RY 131° R¥YY DRy TAX KPR R°2an VIRV saYh LN YN
‘ “oanrY A1 VAR e%y Yarnn yAIT 7AW

82 _ Two similar phrases are singled out and compared. The
terminology is compared. For example, Num 31:8 states: M. e e DAl aam
also the son of Beor they slew with the sword,' Joshua 13:22 state:
"Balaam also the son of Beor, the soothsayer did the children of
Israel slay,.'" The added words "the soothsayer' suggests, says Asher,
that Balaam was bréught before Moses and judged according to the law

"Mhou shalt not suffer a sorceress to live5"3

1
cf, Megiilah lla.

2Cf. Reinetz, pe 234, n.ll, For other examples in which similar
verses are compaged see methods 54, Sh,1, 54,3, 6,1, 80, and 82,

3¢e, Sifre.
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Additional examples:

3'na x» (2:12 ow) onis neao3aY (3:x “T23) onax naY...ni1do 18023
«0Y9%22 OonI1DW 11'! KP7 ¥*71a% (X2 12anD KK OoNYOP BODA (%32 1NIX2
.0n1ax nidwa WKIpIw % 0¥ onar nab arnd 9N

x9%% (22:%2 ow) "7ayxk 90K 712%03) (1v:3 “T23) .q¥Im3a K3 ANayd
9 nx Kk 719%1 (2v:a? “x93) asYay ayol oy IDRE OB V13T DK
(7 3 T103) Yk

3

7232 172 Yo KUK 79132 ok kY1 (k3:v T937) At YaTa 9
AYN3T APYT TAID A0 (1LY PRIAY) Y1723 YK:iAYa 2°NDT 0ANaAK
1wn%3w 1330w 19k oAy L(1v:30 “x%3) ara papoda avvl ap a0l
.onYiw pnx*3 13732 Y3k ,10¥1,713% 723D 3pyYy 0v2%dA Dy oDaNak

83. Th: number of times given forms of a root are found in
a section is counted, For example, in thes_edg snpna  (lev, 26:3-
27:34) the word 34y "iniquity" in various forms is found 6 times,*
This, says Asher, is reminiscent to the 6 times that Israel was exiled,

three by Sennacherib and 3 by Nebuchadnezzar,

lcg, Exodus Rabbah 1:33,

?Ttur Bikurim (n,585) points out that OP3IK N*3%  {g also in
the Pinhas section (26:2),

3as in Dt, 10:17, For other examples in which similar verses are
compared see methods 54, 54,1, 64,3, 64,4, 80, and B1.

4 "9262“0: D31y 26:“0.“1.“3: pl1vya 26'.39; niiya 26:39.
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Additional examples:

ADYan 7*aw oY93 u"; 7132 TE=-7:22 KIp*12 proyoxk¥r wip
.w11pY
2

.0X7Y1 NIDPR AwdN 712D :Y X9p*1a proye ‘a1 owk
X3 D'Y23 ©*aT " Y1 Yyw 10=-317 XIPp*Y 0'2Dy¥D “*  NIyE ya)

lc!. Hagigah 22a,

2There are 6 occurences of the form OVX gn Lev, 6-8; owx21 6:10;
OwK 7:5; OUKA 7:1,2; OPKI g;7  OPKYY 3.37. The 6 probably

refer to the 6 gullt offerings listed in w The 6§ with
their biblical references are: sacrilege (Lev, 5:15), false dealings

. : - 6 - u
SeT-aCaidnarrasiin (av: 15190y, RN e Taopensivd sulls offaring
(Lev, 5:17-19), Itur Bikurim (n,571) and Reinetz (p,224,n,22,23,)1ist
5 guilt offerings leaving out the suspensive guilt offering,

313:3,9,19,20,25,27,57,49,59; 14:32,34,
uct. Leviticus Rabbah 17:3, For other examples in which the

nuaber of timesz a word found in a section i{s counted see methods 16,
83,1, and 92,



83,14 All the derived forms of a root in a section are

collected and their numerical equivalents are added together, For

example, in Num, 10:29-32 the derivitives of 549 ("good") with

their numerical equivalents are as follows:

133y (vs, 29)

11p (vs, 29) =

3190 (VB. 32)

v (ys, 32) =

13301 (vs, 32)

78

17

22

41

78

236 = in*va (in Jericho)l

Similarly the word ny occurs twice in Num, 18:9-11.2 This

110,

equals 24 (12+12) and is reminiscent, says Asher, of the 24 priestly

3
endowments,.

1
Cf, Rashi on Judges 1:16, For examples in which the number of
times a word found in a section is counted see methods 16, 83, and 92,

2Num, 9:11 has A1) , Asher apparently is disregarding the

conjunction vav,

3CE. Hullin 133b and

ba Kama 110b,




84# The number of words in a section is counted and that number

is assigned a scriptural word equivalent, For example, there are 58
words in Moses' prayer to God in Dt, 9:26-29, 58 = 11(8+50),
the "grace" which Moses found while praying to God;l 58 is also equal
to 31:“fruit"7(50+6+2), recalling Is, 57:19: "(God) who created
the fruit of the 1ips.2

In the Ten Commandments, Ex, 2~-14, there are 172 words, 172 = .npy
tyreward” (70+100+2) recalling Ps, 19:12: "In keeping of them there is
great re'wafd."3

84,1# The numeral representing the number of words in a section
is formulated into letters and those letters are re-arranged to form
a word, For example, in the Ten Commandmeﬁts (Ex, 20:2-14) there are
172 words; 172 in letters is YP2or apy, VPn%‘is a Hint to
Eliezer who gave Rebekah a half shekel ( Yp3a ) weight,” 3P¥ relates
to Cen, 26:5: '...bhecause (.npy ) Abraham (Eliezer is Abraham's servant)
hearkened unto My voice'" and also relates to Ps, 19:12 "Moreover 5y

them is thy servant warned in keeping of them there is great reward( APVy,

log, mx, 33:9
iy, 2V kei "3 For additional examples in which ktiv/kri
is employed in the exegesis see methods 3, 11, 22,4, and 86,

3 For more examples of npy=172 gee Agher on Ex, 20:1l4,

bpor other examples of anagrams see methods 3, 11,2, 202206, 24,1,
u5, 68,1, and 85 (£),

5Gen. 24:22,




112,

Other verses are cited in which these same 3 letters occur: N1xIXY
(7:3% “n31) 2py» avap aewnn , (a%:ovp ow) apy

le also cites the rabbinic statement: (1v:x niax) ¥ap 1nqn aey

B5¥ 'The first and last words of a section are related by means
of a word play on both of the words, For example, the list of men
who are to take the census of Israel begins with x*9Yx (Num 1:5)
and ends with 13*¥ (v 16), Asher uses word play on both names
by means of Dt, 32:10: 13°¥ 19°%2 123737 "He kept him as the
apple of his eye," Moreover T2y sounds like 713¥"cloud, "1

864 The number of times a phrase is found in a section is
counted, That number is equal to the numerical equivalent of a
letter of a word found ocutside the section, For example, "the
children of Gad and the children of Reuben' are mentioned 8 times in

2

Num, 32, Asher relates this to Prv, 20:21: "An estate may be gotten

hastily at the beginning; but in the and therenf shall not be blessed,"”

Ineinetz (pps, 277,278; n., 7) quotes Yad Aharon who notes that
713*%kis a notarikun for 1372 %8 , The letter of 13*¥ can
be rearranged to form the word j§»y or 7121y . For other examples of
notarikun see method 19 and for other examples of anagrams see methods

3, 11,2, 20-20,6, 24,1, 45, 68,1, and 84,1, For other examples of homonyms
emploved in the exegesis see methods 13,1, 21, 22,3, 38, 39, 50, 57,1,
60, 76, 91, 99,2, and 100,

232:1,2,56,25,29,31,33,3%,37, For other examples in which the number
of times a phrase found in a section is counted see methods 79 and 87,
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n?na2 "hastily" is written with a het (=8J1 thus the tribes of
Gad and Reuben took their allotment first and in the end they were
exiled 8 years before the rest of the tribes.2
87# A phrase is found a number of times in a section; that
number is counted and the total number of words in the several
phrases is also counted, For example, the phrase <w2 NX 7IAY AIX WK
"as God commanded Moses" is found 19 times in the section Ex, 38:21-40:38,

3
i.e, 18 times gD *ereess DK and 1 time 1Py 12 TwD.. . TUKD

thiv n%napn, Krinb%nan. For other examples in which
kri/dtiv is employed in the exegesis see methods 3, 11, 22,8, and 84,

ZCE. Rashi on the Proverbs varse,

. ap» N MIAY A1 WK 92 DR Awy = 5 8

Jwp DR AI13Y A% PR 70

Aws DR 1A A1X ek Y22 YRAwY Y13 ey 9

YRAP* Y33 1Py 1D Awa DR A¥AY 21X PR Y32 13
dTaya Yo nx

70 71X PRI ONWR ey 7300 6

APy 13 NI A% AIX PR Y22 7
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Asher relates thece to the 18 benedictions of the Amidah and the
extra 19th benediction added by the Rabbis, These 19 phrases have 113
words which correspond to the number of words in the closing formulas
( niz*nn ) in the 19 benedictions.l Also, says Asher, the word
"heart" is found 113 times in the Torah indicating that one must have

2
devotion (3% n3113)  when reciting the Amidah,

i
-
L]
L]

+O0MMAR 132 7 R 3 .1

» wYTpA Yka “a k"3 .2

.00 a*np ‘A R "3 .3

L0917 73 0 ‘A ‘k "2 .4

<3N AXAIN A "m ‘3 W5

.n%e% n3qpa 1In ‘a ‘r ‘2 .6

Ry Y12 ‘D "k "3 LT

LYK DY *Han Yoy " 'k "3 .8
~0%3e0 113 ‘n " "3 .9
LYW YDy YnTy vapa ‘n “x ‘2 .10
.DOPRY APTT AWK Y2 m 'k "3 .11
«D*TT PYIORY 02K MWW A ‘R ‘a2 .12
.0%p*13x% npazy jywe ‘0 kR ‘2 .13
«0%%P177 7313 ‘A k "3 .14
LAYIPY 17p nYoxz ‘A R "2 .15
%0 poww ‘A xR ‘3 .16
L71°%% wnavow vrapa ‘A R “a .17
.NYTIAY aKl 9% jow 30a ‘a ‘k ‘3 .18
«01%w3 YR@* 10y O JI32A “a kR "3 .19

2Cf. Reinetz (p 112, n,19) also tries to find 113 occurences, For

other examples in which the number of times a phrase found in a section
is counted see methods 79 and 86, Also see method 22,1 which also counts
the number o1 times a word is found in the Torah,




115,

887 The number of verses in a section : . counted, For

example, in the sedra ,3yyrxn (DPt. 32) there are 52 verses; because
1

-

ist'ael transgressed them, no person came to Judah for 52 years,
There are 10 verses in Lev, 26:4~13, which describe the blessings
bestowed upon Israel if they obey God's commandments, This corresponds

to the 10 blessings of Isam':2

and to the Ten Commandments,

89# The position of a verse in a '"section" and the number
of letters in that verse are the same, For example, the 6th commandment
(Ex, 20:13) is nxan kY "Thou shalt not murder,"” and it has

6 letters; Asher notes that man (who should not be murdered) was

created on the 6th dny.3

|

Cf, Shabbat 145b, Rashi explains the 52 years as from the time
of the exile in the days of Zedekiah until the reign of Cyrus who
brought the exiles ba ‘k to rebuild the Temple,

2Gen, 27:28-29: "So God give thee of the dew of heaven and of
the fat places of the earth and plenty of corn and wine, Let peoples
serve thee and nations bow down to thee, Be Lord over thy brethren and
let thy mother's sons bow down to thee, Cursed be every one that
curseth thee, and blessed be every one that blesseth thee,"

3For additional examples in which the number of letters in a
verse iz counted see methods 22,1, 24,2, 42, 72,1, 73, and 73,1,
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904 In a list of nouns in a section, the first noun is said
to be in its initial position because it is the most important,

This is shown by taking the final letters of consecutive words in
another verse elsewhere in which this noun is also found, For example,
in the section Dt, 14:12-18: "But these are they of which ye shall

not eat: the great vulture, and the bearded wulture, and the ospray..."
The great vulture ( qp35 ) is in its initial position because of
Job, 39:27, "Does the vulture ( aw3 ) mount up at thy command;"
Taking the final letters of T Yy Ok “at thy command, we form
the word 192 "king."!

91%# 1In a list of related names in a section, one name is not as
closely related, Its presence is explained by Asher by means of a werd
rlay. For example, in the section enumerating the kings that reigned
in Edom (Cen, 36:31-43) only the wife of king Hadar, Mehetabel is cited,
(vs 39) Hadar, Asher says, ruled through his wife for she was the
daughter of 377 '2('Me-zahav') (vs 39) and therefore very rich,

( 2ay w3 = 277 "2 = what value has r,old?)z

1For other examples in which final letters of words are put

together to form a word see methods 31, 33, and 34,

2cf, Rashi on this verse and Genesis Rabbah 83:3, For other
examples in which homonyms are employed in the exegesis see methods
13,1, 21, 22,3, 38, 39, 50, 57,1, 60, 76, 85, 91, 99,2, and 100,



92#  The ﬁumber of items in a section is counted, For ekample, in
the sedra  payqp (Lev, 19-20) there are 70 commandments corresponding
to the 70 nations from which Israel is separated.1

Another eiamﬁle is Dt, 21:8-4, which describes the #1817y vay
"heifer with a broken neck," In these verses there are 4 commandments2
corresponding tb the 4 dirvetfions (i.e, apparenﬁly the whole world)
which breaking the heifer's neck atones, Also the words wy,'slain”
and a%ay "heifer'" are found 4 times in the larger section dealing
with the heifar.3 (Lev, 21:1=9) The words Y9 and abay rewmind

. L
us that the purpose of the sacrifice is to atone for the slain person,+

‘e, Leviticus Rabba 24:5,

2"...(1) You shall take a heifer which hath not been wréught with
(2) and which hath not been drawn in the yoke,,,(3) valley which may
neither be plowed (4) nor sown,"

321:1 Y9n;  21:2,3,6, 2Yna; 21:4(2)21:6  0YayApi:3 NPav.
For other examples in which the number of times a word found in a section
is counted see methods 16, 83, and 83,1,

‘ “asher ben Yehiel, the father of Jacob ben Asher, writes at the
end of b,Yom Kippur, chapter 19, that we relate the atonement of Yom
Kippur to the #2817Y 7173Y "heifer with a brokenmpeck,'He notes that
the priest on Yom Kippur says the Name of 4 letters, It is perhaps

from this association that Jacob ben Asher derives the number &4,
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93% A name is conspicuocucly absent in a section, For example,

the name of Moses, almost invariably present in every sedra from

Exodus on,! is omitted in the sedra a13rfExe 27-30:10), The
reason for this ie that Moses said "Blot me I pray Thee out of Thy
book which Thou hast written," (Ex, 32:32), And his request was
fulfilled iu this way,

94# A section is divided up into equal divisions; the same
phrase is repeated in the first and last verses of each division,
The several phrases in the entire section are counted, For example,
the offerings of the 12 tribes for the dedication of the altar are
enumerated in Num, 7:12=83, This section is divided up into 12 parts,
with 6 verses for each tribe, This, says Asher, corresponds to the 6
days of creaticn, The representative of each tribe is named at the
beginning and end of each division, For example, the offerings of the
tribe of Judah are described in verses 12-17, Judah's representative
“Nashon, the son of Amminadab" is named in verse 12 apd‘amgain in verse
17, Since there are 12 divisions and each name is listed twice in
each division; we then have 24 names, reminiscent, says Asher, to

the 24 hours that are in a day,

1Itur Bikurim (#91) notes that Moses' name is also not mentioned
in the sedra .,p 54 ,0v00w.
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95# The petiha ( an*n» ), i.e, one of the 2 primary
Masoretic marks which divides the body of the text into sections,
is interpreted by Asher to mean a pause, For example, Num, 25:19:
"And it came to pass after the plague" is followed by a petiha,

The next 2 verses continue: "that the Lord spoke,..take the sum of
all the congregation,..” Asher says that the petiha shows that the
text makes a stop between the plague and the taking of Israel's
census so that the plague would not affect the census,

964 A number of similar verses in the Torah is counted; the
number of words in those verses is also counted, In his comment to
Gen, 14:19, Asher says that 7 verses in the Torah are benedictions
directed to God.1 These 7 benedictions allude to the 7 benedictions
of the Amidah recited on the Sabbath and Festivals, Moreower, these
7 verses have 100 words in all, which correspond to the 100 benedictions

2
that one is required to recite every day,

1Gen. 9:26; 14:1° 20; 24:27,28; Ex, 18:10; Dt, B:10; 33:20,

2CE. Menahot 43b, For additional examples in which the number of
words in a verse is counted see methods 41,2, &4, 72, 73, 73,1, and 74,



974  All the occurences of a phrase in the Torah are counted,

For example, the phrase "flowing with milk and honey" is found 16

times in the Torah.1 This, says Asher, is reminiscent to the land

of Israel in which the trail of milk and honey measures 16 parsangs.2
ag A word is singled out for attention by counting the number

of times that word is found in Secripture., That number relates to

the exegesis of that verse, For example, in Gen, 1:4: ",..Cod

divided the light from the darknmess,' Asher notes that the word
Yq3%y "divided" is found three times in Scripture,d This is

an allusion to the text of the Havdalah ceremony which is recited

at the end of the Sabbath in which one must not recite less than 3

divisions: 0'D¥Y YRIP® 173...7010Y% Ik 71r3...%0% wip 172
Similarly in Gen, 24:67: "Isaac brought her into his mother's

tent,,.,'' Asher notes that the word aYaxn "tent' occurs 8 times

lThere are 15 in the Torah and 1 in Joshua: Ex, 3:8,17; 13:5%;
33:3; Lev, 20:24; Num, 13:27; 14:8; 16:13,14; Dt. 6:3; 11:9; 26:9,15;5
27:3; 31:20; Josh, 5:6, See method 13 fcr another example in which
the number of times a *hrase found in the Torah is counted,

zMegillah fa: "...Pesh Lakish said:I have myself seen the trail
of milk and honey round Sepphoris and it is 16 miles by 16 miles...”
Rabbah bar bar iluna in the name of R, Jochanan said: I have myself
gBeehothe trail of milk and honev of the whole land of Israel and it
extends 22 parsangs in length and 6 parsangs in breadth," Reinetz
in his appendix (p,454) quotes R, Meir Yehiel's short explanation
for the difference between Asher and Megillah,

Jjiere; Gen, 1:7; 1 Chronicles 28:1, See methods 99-99,3 which
also counts the number of times a word is found in Scripture,
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in acriptut'e! This is an allusion to the Shekinah who is worshipped
by Israel in 8 places: in the Tabernacle, Gilgal, Shilo, Nob, Gibeon,
the First Temple, the Second Temple, and in the world to coue.z

Additional examples:

3

"D prrYRD 13K 1D Yop 1 (nv:% miop) axna®
CAREERCERLIREELIRE Labd/
«M1%3 13K TAKD

6 3

‘3 1InT 130 7:":9 13”2 (2:3* “231) 7139%®N
17 niTex

94/ All the occurences of a word(s) in Scripture are isolated,

They are connected by relating one or all of the verses in which the
word(s) occurs, For example, the word U*7371 occurs two times; once
in Gen, 11:1: "And the whole earth was of one language and of one

speech" and once in Eccles, 5:6: "For though the multitude of dreams

and vanities there are also many wordsy,..' Asher relates the second

v -
- - -

dhere; Gen, 18:6; Ex, 18:7j>3, 33:8,9; Num. 15:26; Josh. 7:22;
Judges 4:18,

sz. Yoma 10a,

3Here: Ex, 40:30(2); 2 Chron, 4:6,

Yce, Zebahim 19b,

Sjere; Dt, 7:5,25.

6i..ez.., we find 3 times 11997N in the matter of the AR

7ce, Avodah Zarah 45a,



122,

occurence to the first verse saying that they spoke a great many
vanities.]

Another example, nNJP “to Succoth" is found twice in Scripture,
It is found in Ex, 12:37: "And the children of Israel journeyed from
Ramses to Succoth,.,”" and in Gen, 33:17: "And Jacob jouneyed to
Succoth,.," Asher connects tc the verses by sayiug that it was by
the merit of Jacob that the children of Israel came out of Egypt.2

The word 997*) "and he vowed" is found three times: "And
Jacob vowed,,." (Gen, 28:20), "And Israel vowed,..," (Num, 21:2),
"And Jephtah vowed,.." (Judges 11:30) All the righteous ones made
vows, Asher quotes Ps, 132:2: 'llow he swore unto the Lord, vowed
unto the Mighty One of Jacob", '"Mighty One" is connected to Jacob
in this verse because Jacch was the first one to make a vow.3

99,1% A word is found twice in Scripture, One occurence is at
the beginning of a verse, and the other occurence is at the end of
a verse, The placement of the words is the basis for the exegesis,
For exampie, in Lev, 2138 which is speaking of the priest, TneIp
"Thou shalt sanctify him," is at the beginning of the verse, But

in Ex, 19:23:,,,"set bounds about the mount and sanctify it,"

is at the end of the verse, The first 1hwipY is in its initial

1ce, Genesis Rabbah 38:6, See methods 98 and 99,1-99,3 which also
counts the number of times a word is found in Scripture,

2cf, Tanhuma,

3cf, Genesis Rabbah 70:1,



123,

position because the holiness of the priest is primary in that he
begins to speak first, takes from the manna first, and is the first

one called up to the Torah .1

The Ex, verse, says Asher, is about
the sage whose holiness is at the end, i.,e, after he dies, He cites
Ps, 16:3: "As for the holy ones that are in its earth," Only when
they are dead will the holiness of the sage be recognized, Asher
says, recalling Job, 15:15: "He puts no trust in his holy ones,.s"’

Similarly the word Y%pn1 "he that curseth" is found twice
in Scripture, One occurence is at the beginning of Ex, 21:17: "And
he that curseth his father or mother shall be surely be put to
death;" the other occurence is at the end of 28gm, 16:5 "And when
King David came to Bahurim, a man of the family of the house of Saul,
whose name was Shimei, the son of Gera; he camc out and kept on
cursing as he came.,” Thus, if one who curses is at the head of the
Sanhedrin he will become the tail and be killed.3

The word Np37%1 "And to Rebekah" is found twice in Seripture;
once at the beginni’ 7 of Gen, 24:29: “And Rebekah had a brother,,.”
and once at the end of Gen, 26:34: "And when Esau was 40 years old
he took to wife Judith,..and they were a bitterness of spirit to

Isaac and Rebekah," Isaac 's eyes were dim from the smoke of the

idol worship of Esau, But for Rebekah this was not strange since

1cg, Gitin 59b,

2Perhqps this is telling us something about Asher's own stature
in the commentary,

3cf. Rashi on Sam, 16:10 who likens one who curses the king to
the head of the Sanhedrin,




she was accustomed. to this since her father had been an idolotrous

priést. Therefore, Isaac's name is first in the second verse to show
that the bitterness was more to Isaac than to Rebekah.l

In another interpretation the two verses are linked together by
ciﬁing the statementfﬁe who marries a woman the son will cling to
her brother: Because Rebekah's brother Laban was wicked she bore
Esau, the wicked one,

99,24 All the occurences of a certain word in Scripture are
enumerated, In one place the word is written defectively ( =on )
and in the other place it is written plene ( gY%pn )., Asher explains
why the words are both defective and plene, For example, in Gen, 2:7:

"Then the Lord God formed mane..," *'formed" has 2 yods.

NERRS
But in Gen, 2:19: "And out of the ground the Lord God formed every
beasteee,' ''formed" wyv4 has 1 yod. Asher explains that while man
has 2 inclinations, good and evil,2 the beasts have only the evil
incl:i'.nation.3
In another example, Ex, 35:27: "And the rulers brought onyx
stones, ..’ ''rulers” uxﬁ;n1 ig written defectively without yods

because these rulers were lax in bringing their contribution for

the dedication of the altar.u But in Josh, 22:32:,,,"and the princes,

1Cf. Genesis Rabbah 65,2,

2cg, Genesis Rabbah 14,1 ¢

3ce, Berahut 6la,

QCf. Rashi on this verse, and Sifre Nisa 7:3.
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returned from the children of Reuben and from the children of Gadees'
"princes’ ( nr?wany ) is written plene with two yods., Asher
explains that the princes from Reuben and Gad were willing to bring
their contribution and thus p?x7w31is written doubly plene

for these 2 tribes,

Tn another example, Gen, 6:4, a word play i& also used, "The
Nephilim Qere in the earth,.." Nephilim goYypan L8 written
defectively without a yod after the pe. In Num, 13:33, "And there
we saw the Nephilim, the sons of Anak, «o' Nephilim po97230
is written plene with yods. Asher explains that in the Gen, verse,
Sihon and Og fell ( yyy ) from the heavan,l and at the time of
the Num, verse the second generation of Nephilim were living and
thus p %en3 is written plene,

99,3# All the occurences of a word in Scripture are singled out,
One of the verses in which the word appears contains the entire
kalphabet and is related to the other verses, For example, the word

no3  “decided, venture" occurs twice in Scripture, It occurs once
y1Dt.ln3uz nnR2 hona 27pn v9a 1 nnp? Rav ponYR 037 IR
%52 B*HT2 BIRTIIPII APIVI YIATAY APIN g2 apnkoll @enRINad

L,3%399% poaypa oDvabR A pav noy-=-1ur

lcg, Rashi on Gen, 6:4, For other examples which involve homonyms
see methods 13,1, 20,3, 21, 22,3, 38, 39, 50, 57,1, 60, 76, 85, 91, and 100,
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"Or hath God decided to go and take him a nation from the midst of
another nation by trials,..a2ccording to all that the Lord your God
did for you in Egypt before thine eyes," This wverse also contains
the entire alphabet, It also occurs in Job 4:2: "If one venture a
word unto thee wilth thou be weary: But who can withold himself
from speaking?"' God wanted to give Israel the Torah, which is
written by means of the 22 letters of the alphabet, in Egypt, but
the Attribute of Justice said "test (no2)them first; test them before
you make them listen to you," 1
100# All the occurences of 2 phrase in Scripture are singled out

for attention, The several occurences are connected by a word
homonymous to the first word in the phrase, For example, the phrase

'p3 vy and it came to pass in the days” is found 5 times

in Scripture, *A% is homonymous to ') 'woe," for there were

days of woe in each of the occurences of the word W, K

lfor additional exarples in which the entire alphabet i{s found in
a verse or section see me’hods 43 and 53,

2Gen, 14,13 Ruth 1:1; Is, 7:1; Jer, 1:3; Estherl:l,
3ce, Cenesis Rabbah 42:4, For other examples in which homonyms are

employed in the exegesis see methods 13,1, 20,3, 21, 22,3, 38, 39, 50
7.1, 60, 76, 85, 91, and 99,2,
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Concluding Comments on Asher's Exegetical Mathods

The methodology delineated in the preceding section shows us
how Agher viewed Scripture. Literally every type of mark in the
Bible provided material for exegesis; letters, words, vocalizationm,
trope notes, and various othar Masoretic notations and calculations
are all utilized. In contrast with his literal commentary (see pp. 3=6)
which focuses on the ideas presented within the text, his non-literal
commentary often rests on the external aspectes of the written or
printed text which may have nothing to do with the text contents.

Some of the external aspects are scribally determined; i.e.
they are external signals which existed prior to Asher's scrutiny
of the text, These are, for exarple, abnormally shaped letters
(methods 5-8), the presence of crowns on letters (method 10), words
written defectively (methed 13), plene (method 14), or even two
trope marks on & single word (method 66). However other external
aspects would not be visible without the intervention of Asgher's

inventive re-reading, These are, for example, nour!.k\mltuthod 19),

INotarikun fs a system of abbrevistion by which word(s) can be

shortened by writing only one letter of the word. There are basically

two categories of notarikun, 1) Each letter in a particular word is the
abbreviation of a whole word. This i{s what Asher uses. 2) A word {is
broken up into various component parts, For example ;31x7 "Reuben™

ig divided into 13 YRO"ges, a son.” A variant of thies is the
transpositiocn of letters in one gyllable words. Y212 "corm"

Lev, 2:14, is tracsposed into %p 7 "tender and easily crushed"

Cf, Menahot 66b. We do have examples in Asher's exegesis of transposition.
See methods 20-20.6,
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gmtrul, (method 22), forming words from initial letters of
consecutive words (method 29), or from final letters of consecutive
words (method 31), Asher uses these external aspects as vessels
which he £fills with allusions, images, and references from his

vast storehouse of rabbinic literature.

The easiest and most frequently used methods are those which
depend on simple textual manipulation. These are, for example, like
anagrams (method 20), homonyms (method 60), word proximity (method 78),
and Masoretic notation (methods 94-100), The most frequent are
Masoretic notations, i.e. the gathering of all the occurences of a
word in Scripture and connecting their contexts. This is a method
wnich can be operated on every word which has a mate in Scripture.
We can probably assume that Asher had a Masoretic handbook giving
him listings of such words in Scripture,

Next to Masoretic notations gematria is the most popuiar method,
About three-fourths of the methods involve numerical equivalents of
some sort, either of lstter(s) or word(s). We have already noted that

gematria became very popular in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries

1Guntrh is the manipulation sccording to numerical equivalents.
It can also mean "calculation” as in Avot 3:18, The use of letters to
stand for numbers was used by the Babylonians and Greeks. Gematria was
also used among interpreters of dreams in the Hellenistic world and

was a prevalent method in the time of the Second Temple. (Encyclopedis
Judaica, vol. 7, pp. 369=370,,
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along with other types of non-literal exegesés. (see p. 6) It is not
unreasonable to suppcse that Asher also had access to "gematria hand-
books" which provided him with tables of words corresponding to
numbers and vice versa.

Less frequent are methods such as Atbash, (method 24), Atbach
(method 26) or each word in a verse ending with the same letter
(method 39, These methods are based on more than the Scriptural
material itself and require additional fideas in order to complete
the exegesis. Atbach, for example, occurs only once. This unique
example is used to explain a word which gave many commentors quite
a bit of trouble (see p, 56, n.2) and {s not an easy method since
it requires manipulating the alphabet in 3 sections.

It is surprising how often Asher's apparently artificial or
contrived exegesis often coincides with a midrashic statement, In
many instances we find parallels in the midrash to his use of gematria.
The midrashic statement {s often "unproven" and most often does not
use gematria in its own statement; but when seen with Asher's gematria
the midrash seems to work better, i.e., the gematria provides the
textual link which the midrash seems to omit, Three examples may make
thés clearer. Gen, 6:13 states: "And God said to Noah: 'The end of
all flesh i{s come before Me; for the earth is filled with violence
through them; and behold I will destroy them with the earth,'™
Genesis Rabbah 36:7: " R, Huna and R, Jeremiah in R, Kahaba's name
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said: "Even the thres handbreadths of the earth's surface which the
plough turnes was washed my: " Agher provides a textual link via
gematria: gpnonpn“will destroy them” has the numerical equivalent
of 798, (40+300+8+10+400+40) This is equal to o *nop awbw KON
"It {s three handbreadths" (5¢10+1) = (300+30+300+5) + (9+80+8+10+40)=798,
Lav, 16:16 states: "And he shall make atonemert for the holy place,..
and so shall he do for the tent cof meeting, that dwelleth with him
in the midst of their uncleanliness.” Yoma 56b reading this verse
states that the Shekinah even dwells with those who are unclean,
Asher: 7103 OPK 729A  "That dwelleth with them in the
midst" has the numerical equivalent of 1244, (5+4300+20+450) + (1+400+40)
+ (2+4400+6+20), This is almost equal to 17 DYKDb DAW D Py 9K
@NY1%2 737097 "aven though they are unclean the Shekinah is among
them"” (1480} + (7+30) + (300+5+40) + (5+1046) + (9+40+10+40) + (5+300+
20430+50+5) + ( 2410+ 50+10+5+40) =1245,
Dt, 22:6: "If a birde nest chance be fcund,,.thou shall not take
the dam with the youn; ." Rashi citing Hullin 138a states that this
excludes that which is always at hand as in the case of the courtyard,
Asher: p x7p' “nest chance” has the numerical equivalent of 46,
(104100+200+1) + (100+450), This i{s almost equal to IE-RR2-EA Rt ]

“excludes that which {s at hand" (80+200+9) + (30+40+7+6+40+50)=452,1

l'nu examples given can easily be multiplied, Reinetz's notes provides
parallels to rabbinic leterature for about all kinds of numerical manipu-
lations, Cf, especially Gen 7:10, 11:27, 18:7, Bx, %:17, 10:10, 15:4, 27:20,
28:6, 30:13, Lev, 21:1, 16:12, 16:16, 19:27, 19:28, 20:18, 21:1,Dt, 12:13,
17:15, 18:10, and 22:6,
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The basic text of the ancient Rabbi was afterall Scripture, It
seems plausible to believe that they constructed their midrashim out
of Seripture rather than by letting their imagination rocam without
any discipline, It does not seem out of order to speculate that there
may have been some oral tradition of gematria and other similar non-
literal exegeses which preceded and accounted for the midrashic
statements, yet which were not included in the written text of the
midrash, To be sure, there are examples of gematria in sowe afdrashim,
This leads us again to suspect that some statements in the midrash
might have besen preserved without their gematria or similar exegetical
basis, In this commection we have noted above (p.8) that Asher uses
gematria even in his halachic corpus, the Tur,

There are creas of study suggested by this thesis which could not
be investigated at this time, Asher's leteral commentary deserves a
separate paper in itself, It would be best to study this work with
Nachmanides commentary in as much as Asher often cites him in his owm
commentary,

Another possible area is the problem of the influence of magic
and superstition in Asher's commentary, For example, Asher commenting on
the proximity of the phrases: "Ye shall not eat of the blood" amnd",..
neither shall ye practice divination" in lLev, 19:26 states that this
means that one {s not to divine by food as murderers do, who eat bresd
over the dead person so the avenger does not take vengeance,” Trachtenberg
in bis Jewish Magic and Superstition states that "murderers ate bread
and salt immediately after their crimes to prevent the returm of the
victim's spirit to wreak vengence upon them" (p, 160,161) Perhape Asher

vas referring to this custom,
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The following is a comprehensive list of all the verses which
Jacob ben Asher comments on. They are listed by the exegetical
methods described avove; Verses marked with an asterisk are
discussed in the text pages 12-126. The following abbreviations
should be noted:

I = Itur Bikurim adds correction

R = Reinetz adds correction
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