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Digest 

Fundamentals of Standard Arabic Structured for the Hebraist 

David Posner 

One of the basic tenents of reform Judaism is that 

i t r ecognizes the constant symbiosis between Judaism and the 

larger cultures in whose midst it has existed. Larger hos t 

cultures have given to Jews and Judaism certain varieties and 

styles that have left a tremendous impression. In such & way 

has the character of Judaism changed and developed throughout 

the ages . 

There is today a dominant Jewish culture (if not soon 

the dominant Jewish culture) developing in t he State of 

Israel. Jewish society there exists not in the face of 

a semi- feudal Poland, or in the midst of an atmosphere 

of Gemeintlichkeit that was supposed to have characterized 

the German experience , but r ather I sr aeli Jewry lives ln an 

Arab world. For us in the diaspora to appreciate the future 

trends of our brethren in Z.ion, it is incumbant upon . us that 

we understand the cultural mileu of the middle east. Toward 

that goal , a familiarity with t he Arabic language is essential . 

Mos t Arabic grammars are suitable for people who have 

had no cont ~ct with another semitic language. They spend 

much time on matters which the Hebraist already knows, 

or can integrate t o his accumulated knowledge. This text 

is written with the Hebra i st in mind , and attempts to fit 



Arabi c grammar into the pre- existing categories of Hebrew 

(and Aramaic) gr ammar. The r esult is that the capable student 

should be able to cover the fund amental s c>f Arabic grammar 

i n twenty weeks . 

Vocabulary in most grammar s i s a dirficulty (as it is i n 

the ent ire language) . Toward the end of minimizing the 

difficulties of vocabulary while enhancing the gr ammar , 

I have used a great many words that have c:ognates i n Hebrew. 

Hebrew Union Col lege-Jewish I nstitute of Religion 

is a re l igious institution. A:n.y work prociluced within its 

walls should reflect a re l i gious nature. Sentences in the 

exe~cises of this grammar therefore come 1:rom religious 

liter ature predominantly--the .Quran, :ua,d11;h, and Old 

Testament. Some of the sentence s are of niy own invention. 

If a student becomes more aware of himself and his 

heritage , on all levels from t he lingui st:l.c to the spiritual, 

by studying t he l anguage of our semitic-speaking brethren, 

then perhaps the chances for a reconciliation in our two 

f amilies may not be as r emote as would at present seem. 
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Chapter- One 

Consonan,tsr The Arabic alphabet has 28 consonants. 

Their forms vary slightly , depanding on whether they bogin 

a wor d (initial), end a word (final), or connect with 

other consonants on either side (medial). 

Vowels: Arabic has only t hree vowels: A, I, 

and u. They are written as fol lows : 

A (fatba = nn!l ) is indicated by a short • 
diagnal str oke over the consonant. 

e . g. J = w. ~ = A. Thus , ~ = wa. 

This short A i s pronounced in a short, choppy manner, 

like the A in "fat." 

I (kasra) is inlicated by a short diagnal 

stroke under t he consonant. 

e.g. J = wi. 
~ 

U (9-amma ) is indicated by a small WAW ( J ) 

over t he consonant . , 
e . g. J = wu. 

Long vowels are obtained by adding a vowel letter 

(similar t o the matres lectionis in Hebrew) to a vowel ed 

consonant . These vowel letters also function as regular 

consonants. 

Long A adds an Alif , which is al ways a plain, 

vertical s t roke: I • 



Thus , lf= .wi (like the A in ".father") . 

Differentiate i 
, 
J = wa •. 

I , -
J = wa. 

'.llhis is short. 

Hold this vowel with mouth open. 

~e Ali.f can connect ~nl,% with a J!l""!!"M consonant . 

-".+ 1-- 1/ e . g. -.: = ya. "--C 

Long U uses a J ('Waw) as its vowel letter . , 
e . g. >--< = 

Dif'.ferentiate: 

yu 

~-"' -,_ 
.J-'-< -

yu. This is short. 

yu • Rold this vowel with mouth open. 

The J as a consonant can only connect with a preceding 

consonant . ,, 
e . g. ~ - wa ~no connection. 

~ - yu --connection. 

Long I uses a Ya (Hebrew Yodh) a s its vowel letter. 

Ya is a letter t hat bas an initial f'orm ( -:: ) , a medial 

form for connecting on both sides< --::- ) , and a final 

f'orm when it is the last letter 1n a word ( ~ ) • 

No matter what its position, it always has two 

~ under ll· 
e . g. ~J= wI ,, 

Dif'f'erentiate: J= wi. This is short. ,, 
c.SJ= wI. Hold this vowel with mouth open. .. / 

T.he l etters Waw and Ya are also used to form the 

diphthongs &. and !!!_. They do this when a small circle 

(sukUn) is pl aced over them. This sukUn serves the same .runction 

as the Hebrew silent shwa. Unlike the silent shwa , it ia 



always placed over fina l consonants when tmy are vowelless 

(Hebrew does this in the word nK and in the 2!'s perfects) • . -
Dote t hat t her e is no vocal shwa in Arabic-- all syllables 

must begin with a vowel • . " Thus , we have i.JI = Ay. 

•' 
JI= Av. 

Practi ce: 

,, .? / ~ " 
,, / 

~ I I J 
. 

J J "" ;, "" / / . ,, 
I/ ~ 

. / • " " 1' 
~ • i..$ J . . . 

~ 
. I I . ~I . JI . 

~ J i.r' ·· / . / 

/ 
, / ,, , .,,, 

J 
. 

J I . • 1 . 
J J J 

. iJ J JJ J 
/ 

Up to t hi s point, we have learned three consonants-

! , J , iJ , the three vowels, the dipht hongs , and the sukiin. 

The three vowel let ters also share another major role. 

They al.l serve as a "chair 11 for a letter not found in 

Hebrew. This letter i s called Halgza. 
• 

The Hamza is very small in appearance-- , (looking 

like a small ini t ial A.yin) . In pr onounciation, it approxi

mates a well pronounced Hebrew Aleph. J. t can appear by itself, 

but most often, it sits on a 11cha1r"-an Alif , wa.w, or Ya. 
" . ~ / 

Therefore , I, j , and ~ are all pr onounced A. 

Furthermor e , a consonental Alif can never be written without 

a Hamza. 



Other Consonants 

.J = Dal -+ , • It can only connect wit h a preceding 

l etter. 
0 I' 

e . g. ~ = yad _ , .: 
,, 
.J = di 

• JI , 
j .J = du 

..) = !t_ha.l -+ r ( , ) • It is pronounced like the 

"th" in the wor• '' -:;his. 11 

0 

e. g. ..) I = '1ga -+ Tl$ ( 1 ! JiO 
~ 

(c!'. AMSSL #7,p.14) 

Practice: 
0 

• 
.J I J . 

/ • 
~I• ~I 

~ 

0 

,j I 
/ 

• I .J 
0 / 

• .J ~ 
0 , 

.J >---t 
~ 

0 
/ . / 

• .J_,l.J • .J~ 
; 

• " }> 
• .J ·~ • ..>..-! .,---. J,, 

.; = Ra ... , • Moscati cla ssifies this consonant 

a s a "rolled dental" (8.2lt-). This would seem to call 

-into question the authentici ty of any real (or imaginary) 

laryngal Resh. 

j = Za. -+ T 

Practice: 

. ;-,, 
/ / 

.; I j 
0 .J 
;~ I

,, • , I / 
• .J J • .J J.; • cJ ~ . ) 

; This consonant is called ta marbuta.{"fixed t a") • • 
It appears only at the em of a wor d , am. bas two forms : 

; --unconnected 

4... --connected 



The ta marbuta i s a composite of the final. f'eminine • 
Ha (as in :i~·,,, ) and the tvo dots or the t;a (which shall 

be studied. later). In t his manner, the ol<iler pronounciation 

of feminine words has been maintained (as :tt is in the 

noun., e.g. 

Ih pause, the ta marbup. is not pronounced. 
- .... , .... -e.g. • _, -r.; = ziya.ra 

.... 

Stress 

Grammar& vary in their treatment of 1a.ccent. 

Most first discuss t ypes of syllables , not :ing that a 
/ 

short s yllable ends in a shor t vowel (e . g • .J ) , and that 
' ;' 

a~ syllable ends in either a long vowe.l (e.g. l.J ), 
0 .... 01 / 

or a consonant ( _, .J or .> .J ) . 

Moscati (10.7) gives a succinct rule using this 

terminology: "stress does not fall on a final syl lable ••• 

but goes back as far as possi ble till it m.eets a long 

syllable , or , f ail ing t hat, the 1ni tial sy·llable." 
~ 

Thus, j j I , having no long syllabl.e , would bMa 

t he stress on the first syllable. 
9 .P p , 
.J J.>J would bare ' t he stress on the J.;, since 

this is the firs t long syllable encountere!d f r om the end 

of the word . 

I prefer the explanation given by Haywood-Nabmad 

( p.1 2) : "Written Arabic is a language of syllable length, 

r a t her than accent or s tress . When read aloud all syllables 



should be given their full length, without slurring any 

letter , but no effort should be made to em phasize any syllable 

at the expens·e of another. The resultant :reading may sound 

as if some syllables are stronger than others, but this will 

in reality be because of their length." 

Thus, in the word / / 
~'~' stress seems to fall on the 

~. Actually, the syllable is merely lon,ger than ~ . 

,., Note to the accompanying exercise: 

There are four ways of indicating 101ng A.. One 

has already been encountered (using an ili:f as a vowel 

letter). Another is the madda. ~s is a horizontal 

line, placed over an Al.if, and which is us1ed instead of 
{ 

writing 11 • 'l'be other two ways of wri t1n1g long A.. will 

be encountered as we proceed. 



/ 
/ . ,, . I 

.) .) 

0 

0 .? 
• ~j.J .J 

/ 

J1 
~ .) .J 

/ 

/ / 

.J I j 

• 

o/ 

~ .J .),J 
/ 

/ 
!I / / / " . ; .J I .J I .J I .J I 

• / 

y / / / 0 

..J--! I • .Jl.Jj 
/ .J • ,, 

/ 
.J 

~ 

/ // 

.J .) ,, 

.P / 
..L.,_, • -.r-: 

/ 

.J 
/ 

:> 
• I 

/ 

1,, 

/ 

.J .) 
/ 

JI / 

.J I .J 

,, 

~ /0 / • 1.),,,; 

!> 
/ 

·- L."'· ' .J -.J 
/ 

/ .9 .P • • / 

.9 

.) 

/ ,, , 
.) 

jj 

.9 / 
I I ; I 
~ ~"' 

/ / 

.J I j 

" .) .J 

/ 
0 • 

.J .J I ~,, .) I 
; 

, / 
/ 
• , ; 0 • • L.:: .J ) : I • 1,, .J I 

/ 

.) 
/ 

/ • 
I 

.. 
.9 . / . 
.) .) ~ 

/ 

.9 / 
• I ., 



Chapter !Vo 

._, = Fa -+ !>. 'J!he orthographic characteristic of this letter· 

is its r ound head , with one dot over it. 
,,, ..... -: _,90/ 

e.g • .J_;-J = f'arada .J _,.-A- = ya.f'rudu 

· • • = r af'if - / .) 

d = Q8. .. p • This is a har d lf, pr oduced in the back of the 

throat c; !J ' which is an aver age k). The orthographic 

characteri s tic of this l e tter i s its round head , with two 

dots over it , In f inal position, its "tail" is s omewha t mor e 

curven than t hat of the ._;. 

Practice: 

/ 

~ _,..:, = fariq 
/ 

,,,,,, . ..... ,, ,, 1 
. d ;-i ; . J....# .J 

~ 

yaqra u 

/ y / 

Li . ._; . ._; . ._; 
/ 

.JI / ~ .? ,, ,, / / , • 

• ~J Ll I • d 1,_j • d Ll · ; I;._;~ 
/ / 

J = Lam .. ; , The orthographic characteristic of t his l etter 

is that it is a vertical line that can connect on both sides 

(as oppossed to the AJ.if', which can only be atta ched t o a 

preceding letter and which never has a 11tail"), 

e.g. ~ = lI .. ''? 
~ / "'.. -

• 1 1 • - qalaf'a 

~ _;_j = l adhl'dh 
/ --

When Al.if follows a J , the Al.if is written diagnally, cutting 



into the J . 
/ 

e . g . 'J = la -+ ii ?~Arabic 'I -+ -n, c£. Moscati 8. 83, 

~ " 
AMSSL lfl, p .15) 

J~ c qililu 

l!I = Kaf .... ?> . The initial and medial forms of the l!I differ 

from the isolated form, yet are r eally"part and par cel" 

of it. 

J4r+-- --- This appears t o be a Lam, With a .S 

~ placed inside it . This .S forms 

t he orthographic ch aracteri s tic 

of t he 1n1 tial and medial l!I • 
/ ,, .; 

e . g.~= kafara 

; S := fakara 

( = Mim -+ Z> t f • Only in final position does the r have a 

"tail." Otherwise , whether initial or medial, its orthographic 

char acter i stic is its round head • 
.; 

e . g 4!L.L. = malik 
/ 

yamliku 

Practice 

/ / 

l!LJ • ~ - / 

p " " . " p // .? ? .? " / 
o/ .P / . " //./ 0 / 

..i...J _,_J I . ...i...J J l!I J I . • S' I • I I . ~ I • I I . 
~r-" • • / " 

.? ~{• / , ,; : / ~ - ~ ~ 
j....:s'J I . J.-S L:. . µ 1 . j_s I 

/ 

v- = Sln -. ..,. This letter has maintained i ts ancient "teeth" 

as it were, and that i s its orthographic characteri stic, 



..? ,,,, 

salimu e.g . r )l..;. = + 0·1 ;~ 

J1 0 ~ 

I .. • = Muslimu r ,,. 
/ 

.}~ 
• 
I = asasu + K.'>WK ... - \ 

JI 
Note:..,, + ~(w)e . g .d,_ + p·1w (c!'. Judges 12 : 6 for the dire 

consequenci:ts this phonetic 

change produced) 

..;. = Shin + iu. The three dots above i t difJferentia te it 

from_,, . 

Nunation and case Endings 

Most Arabic nouns and adjectives can be put into any 

one of three cases. The case is indicated by the final 

vowel. 

ENDING 

Nominat1.Ve (subject) 

Accusative- (object ) 

u 

A 

Genitive I 
(~f ~ res:t3 1Jl::.Cons·truc t 
rti-'4&1i-j,.oJtShip, ~ anothier 
noun"or a preposition) 

Indefinite ~ most often add an "n" sound to the .final 

vowel. This is called "nunation," or tanwfn. Nunation 

is indicated as follows : 

Nominative : 

Accusative: 

Genitive: 

~ - un 

I -- an 

- in 
/I 

,J• // 
e . g. .1._J J = wal.adun (a boy) 

, / / 

e . g. 1.1._J J = wal.adan 
,,,, 

e.g.. ..l._J J = waladin 
~ 



Ifote: in the indefinite accusative , an Al.if' is added .. 

This is !121 done, however , with feminine nouns that end 
-/ / 

in • , e . g . :; ..U I J • 
/ 

Once a noun is detinite, it loses its nunation •. 

As in Hebrew, a noun can be made definite in three ways: 

1. by the definite article 

2. by being in the construct state 

3. by the addition of a pronominal suff'ix. 

o/ 

The def'inite article in Arabic is -ll , which is prefi.xed to 

a word. 
,, / 0 ; 

(nom, indet) ,•! I • I I =~almaliku (def) 
; 

~ ; 

e . g. l!J--1- = malikun 
; 

malikatan (ace) "'-4 _ " .... s_1 _:_i I.:' almalikata 
; 

t ; ; 
4 ( I •= 

/ ,,, 
.J-l J = valadin ( ge.n ) , 

, . / 
.J-l ~I ='alvaladi 
/ 

As in Hebrew, there is no indefinite article in Arabic. 

Dagel Forte 

The doubling of a letter is indicated by a small shin-

which is placed over the c onsonant . This is called a shad.da, 
- ' / , , 
• ..I.-..! • The sign itself i s the first letter vf tbe word i..i'..: . 

"•" The Arabs take the i..i.! very seriously, and are caref ul to 

pronounce it. Any letter, including t he laryngal s , can be 

doubled. ,,.,, / , 
e. g. .,,L:-! = shamm'isun .. ii~! 

/ ~ 
; 

.) ..J.-i = qaddara 
r3 / ,, 
.,,.LL. = muqaddisun ... w11 e.P 

/ 
/ .. ' 
• / 

.) .J = darra 

• 



/ ./ . J--
, : / . u r 

,,o...., / / ~ 
.•J I • I I L. L. I (r 
/ / 

> ,, 0 

(A 
/ / ./ µ )L_j _,,,_, 

/ ~' - / / / 

/ / • 4 

, u_u1 l!l ) ,,. ,,. 
/ 

, . 
·~ 

/ 

.P / • 
r )l_.;., I 

~ 
' I r ,,. 

~ ., 

• • 
r I 

t / / 
• S I • 

/ 

? -'/ · - · 
..i.....J _,_J I 

/ " ~ J-S' I (Y 
.P 

r 

0 J> -. 
-1- / 

• 0 .. 

~ 

,, 
0 

I - • 
/ . .., ,, - / / - " ~ L. i ( I • u1· ,,..-

,,. 

., 
.J> " .P l!l 0 .. 

tJ" J; .J .r-; 
/,JJ 

L: i ~/ ; 

,.,, _, / 
0 

~, I -· ( ' 

0 ""; 

~ I " / . " 
11, • s II ( 1 

, . ~ ,, ,. 
/ • 

~·i I II 
,, 

I (, • ,,..-,, 

/ / / . 
~ ( I r ~} 

./ / !-

0 
/ . 
~ 

( If j { ~ . ( I I i.t,, 

. / J> ·~ 
t.J";~I 
/ / / 

,. / / 

l!l-L- ( I f. 

/ , . ..... / / 
c,,JI cl I ~ ... JI ~ ( 11 

• " i-----/ 

.) ' / 

r • 

~ . ./ 
.. ( IA l!l 

0 / 

I I ( f • 
, / •-a .s1 . 11 

/ ,, 
/' O -.>/ ; / 0/ 

f)l....LJI • . I• 
/ 

~ ' / r )L..:. i.;,, ( I o 

/ ..... ~ · -.) 
I II > 'J I • ~ 

/ / 

/ c ..... 0 ,...) 

J-S''l I 

... , / . 
/ 

" ,, . 
r- ( 'y 

- / / u1· ,,..-



Chapter Three 

., = ~ - "'. T:he Arabic _, looks like a Hebr ew "' vhich 

has been pushed on its side . Al t hough it , like t he ..,, and ..;. , 

loses its tail when it connects , it always maintains its 

orthographic characteristic--its oval bead ... . 
/// JI . / ' 

e . g. '3 ""-- = ~adaqa .. p :::! ¥ '3 ; .o • = yu~addiqu 
,.,. I / _ / 

" .__... .J = r aia§un 

.;. = ~ -+ "' c y, (p) JThis is an emphatic ' "~-. J Its 

orthogr aphic characteristic is the same as t hat of _, , 

but with a dot over it. 
~ / 

e ~ g . ,,,....-.- = ~arra -+ , ! ( ,Y.,J 
/ • / - oAi ~.) - r~ ya ... ;in ( .,y-~) ( cf . AMSSL 17,p. 25) - /,,;. . 
~ 0 • :> 
.. .) I = ardun ... Y,t\ (t\Y,t\ ..,- vv .. ,-

Practi ce: 
,,,. 

~ 
/ ,,, /,; // ~ ,, , / 0 • . 

I ..i..,__..; I ; )L.- / • 
-1...-oO J 

/ 
.),_. ' .),__ 

/ / / ~ ~ / . ,, ~ "' / / . Ll ;-"-' LL-J • • I .0 • . ~J_, ~ c 
/ , 

.b = i a -+ t> . This is an emphatic "t". Its orthographic 

character i s tic is t he same as t hat of ., and .;. • Here, 

attached t o t he oval head is a vertical line. 

tiflun ... • 

,,. ,, 
6 c I 

/ 

satara -+ . 
= salit un ... (t>•y! ) 

J; • ;a -- ~(t> ) • .!:. i s an emphatic "th", approximating the "th" 

in "this . 11 



,.,. 
e. g . µ = til:lun ,,, -

~ ,, . 
~ = qar.~un 

... ?ii (t(? 'n>) ...... ' 

.. y ~ p_ ( l) ~ p_) .. 

Practice: 
,..,. ; 0 ~ 

;; • I I; 

,, 
I I; , 

/ 

·~ / 

Note on the Def inite .Article 

If a noun begin.s wi th a consonant pr onounced with t he 

t ip of the t ongue (a identaJ.)l the!!:!! of t he definite article~ 

1 . loses its suk.Un 
// 

2 . i s a s s i milated by t he dental c onsonant . A ;1.! 

i s pl aced over the dental consonant , t o i ndicate assimilation. 
,_,, f; - ~ > - ~ ~ 

e. g. ~ + J I = ~I >ash-shamsu 
~i6 + • ~ ) • t,. ~ 

JI= ~I =>at-taqsu 
~ .~ .? ; • • 2 
.. t:. + JI= .. ~.j >at- t irr u 
.r-5; r-;---' T T 

The dentals were called "sun l e tters" by .Arab gr ammarians ,. . , 
because the word fo r "sun"--~-- begins with one of them. 

All the other l etters were called "moon le t t er s " because 
,,, ~ 

the word for ''moon"--· ? --begins with a ''moon l e tter . :t 

There i s lit t le1 need t o memori ze which letters 

a re "sun l e t t er s " and. which are "moon l e tters ." This is 

easily l earned by pr atc t ice . 

1. Mor e technically, the dentals , silibants, and liquids. 
)> ' -: 

2 . Also wr i t ten .:;_J;J 1,, with t he kasra under t he shadda. 



,, 
• ..,.. I 

Practice: 

/ ~ .. ,. 
• • 

Bouns and J.dJectives 

/ " 
-" I 1-.J I 
,) 

~ / ,,: ... ,... -#· ~ 

;l.J • ..,..1;_J1 • ..,..1 ; 

~ " )' / 

• ~J I : ..... 11 

0 / . .. ,...,, / 

L..!...JI r c)I • 
~ 

/ 

There are two different types of adjectives: 

1. attributive adjectives, which precedes 

the noun modified, e.g. "tbe noble king." 

2. predicative adjectives, which follow 

the noun modified , and are part of t he predicate , 

e . g. "the king is noble." 

In Irebrew and in Aramaic, when an adjective is 

attributive, it &grff•- with t he noun it modifies in 

1 . gender 

2 . number 

3. state (definite or ir.rlefini te) . 

e . g. :i :i tllJ . ~ ~i;Li--the good king. 

When an adjective is predicative , it ag~ees with 

the noun it modifies in 

1. gender 

2 . number. 

The adjective itself is always indefinite , 

e. g . :i~i;::i ::i 'i l)oo- the king is good. 



Arabic exhibits the same behavior , but with one ad.di• 

tional feature: all adjectives must agree with the nouns 

t hey modify in ~· 

Although t he notion of ca se endings and case agr eement 

may sound frightening at first , it is in real ity a great 

asset. The fol l owing example will illustrate. 

Who is wise? The son, or the king? It is impossible to say. 

But now, super-impose the case vowel s of Arabic on the 

Hebrew phrase and see how the pr oblem is solved. 
~ 7 
Ojn~ 1?0~- 1 ~ --the wise son of the king • • 

" J> 
Ojn~ 1?Zl~-P - the son of the wise king. 

/ " 

can only be "the kings noble vizier." 
't. o -

J.:..o 'ii ;J ,,. / 

/ o..., J1 / 

J • II ;-r. )J 
/ 

can only be "tbe noble king • s vizier. 11 
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Chapter- Pour 

The four consonants introduced in this chapter all 

have the same basic orthographic characteris tic. It i s 

the dots applied to that orthographic characteristic t hat 

determine what the consonant is . 

"-:"- = Ba -+ ~. Initially ~ , medially~ 

Practice: 
~ . / 
J ;-. 

/ .... 
.9 .. 

~ J II ~ . ;, / 

, 0 

• 

/ 
/ .. -

... 0 / " 

~J 

0" 
I 

/ 

II . 
~ . 

.;:.. =' :Ta -+ n. Initially -' medially--:.:. . 

Practice: 
o , o "' 

v= • . II·~ . / / 

.I',, o/ 

· ~_,...; 
/ 

/ ,.. > . / 0 
• ll 

/ ., 
• • .. II 
~.r-

.!. = Tha .. w (n) .This is pronounced like t he 
(cf. AMSSL #7, p. 28) 

Practice: 

" ~ I . / 

, / . " 
'-:"-~I 

0 " / 

. 

. 
I ; 0L-=I 

9 • ,, 

/ ,, 
~ 

-/ . 
~I 

"th" ill 11thing. II 

~ / c~ / 
• < 

.) . / 

/ / 

~;: I I 
/ , . . ,, / ~ ... 

• • '11 . JL!.-1 

.9 .. / / 
• ~ ) i '! 

r .r-

"" / ~ / •"' 
• -=:.. L-! • .!. _,I _,_J I . / / 

u = Nun .. l • Initially .; , medi ally ...;.... • Note that the isolated 

and final forms differ somewhat from the other above three 

letters--

Practice: . "' 
·~I . / 

.}'ci/,?o.-.J /..9 
u~ ~I v=-- _,.. 

.9 :' / .P o/ 

• "J·- - 11 u / ,.._..... 

,J-O / o// 

• . I • ...::...--~,,, 

/ , 0 ~ 
• ~_; J I 

/ 0 .9 • ..., 
ul · II ~ 

/ • / 

.!J • / .9 . 



Declension of the Noun- - Example: 

Singular 

Undet ~ ..... / ..P / •" 
!:! nom ~ I!! I • II 

/ / 

(S 
/ O/ 

I 
/ I!! I 

/ 
II ace • • / ,,, 

l!LL;' 
/ O/ 

gen I!! I • II 
; / / 

,,, 
~ / ,, .J> ,, 

/ 
o / 

l nom • s I • • s I • II , ,,, 
~ 

~ / -c ~ " 
0/ 

ace • I • • I • II 
"' 

, 
, / / "" s I 

/ s II gen • • • • ; " / / 

Plural (The "Sound" Pl ural) 

Undet Det 
.P / 

,9 / o/ ,,,9 / / s I 0 .>-==< I _ 11 s I M nomu~ • ~ .. 
/ ,,, / 

ace ,, , / / •"' / 

u s I .. u s .. I I V"""< I • / / / / gen . ,,. / 

~ / / !' / / o"' 
l nom ..::.. s I • (K0'11Q) -. n'D~~ ..::.. I s I • II 

/ / 

ace / / / o/ 

..::.. ~ I .. ..::.. s I • :1 
?' / gen / / / 

Dual ~ sing 1 + 'ini.£'.am12 

Undet et 
/ / 

/ a / / / ,, 
M nom ~ I s I • I.) s I .. I I ~ I • / / / / 

ace · ~ 
/ 

" . ' / / ,, • s 0 s I • ... 0: 1' ~ . u I • II I • u . 
/ ,, <.! ,,, 

gen / / 

/,, / / / / 
0/ // 

l nom 0 I . s I • L: ~ I • II : ~ I 
/ / ~ / / 

ace 0 / / 
,,,,, 

/ o/ ,,,, ,, 
" 0 . s I • 0 ~ 

. s I • II u 
/ / / 

gen / / 

/ 

• 
/ 

/ 

/ .. 

CONS 

DROPS 

ARTICLE 

CONS 

DROPS 

ARTI CLE 



Agreement of Feminine Plural Nouns 

Although we havo said that an adjective agrees with 

its noun in gender , case , and number, feminine plural nouns 

take t heir adjectives i n the feminine singular. This i~ 

always the case when the noun r efers to an inannimate object. 

If the noun r efers to a human being , the adjective may be 

either in the femininE~ singular, or in the feminine plural.. 
"t / ~ ,,. ~ ..... ~ 

e.g . "old princ~iples" "'--- ..L..J ..:.. L;...-t...:...I 
- / ,.J / / "j) / / o"' 

~ I . L ..:.. I < I • II "The queens are tall." ~ ~ ,, 

or 

"The queens are tall. " 

Diptotes and Triptotei~ 

We have already observed the behavior of triptote nouns. 

1 . when indefinite , they exhibit nunation. 

2 . they cwn end in any of the th.ree vowels , depending 

upon thieir case . 

Most proper nam•es t and certain adject ival and plural. 

forms are called dipt~. Diptotes di ffer from triptotes 

in the following ways: 

1 . t hey ~~ exhibit nunation, 

2 . when indefinite , the accusative and genitive 

both en•d in A. 

When definite t diptoties and triptotes are i dentical. ,, 
JI/ • 

e . g . ~I -white -+ ;i ¥ , P. 

nom 

ace 

gen 

Indefinite 
~ 

)~ / ~ . 
.. i"--:--'. I 

,/ 

/ ~ 0 • .. , I 
v'~ 

" "'.'. / 0 i 
v'~ 



The Relative AdJectiv19 or Adjective of Relation 

Arabic forms t hie adjective of r elati on as does Hebrew, 

but it maintains a d oubled liil even in the masculine singular , 

while Hebrew doubles the Yodh only in the other persons. 

e . g. 0, .• ,;.:!) .. , . 
~/ .. 
L;~ 

/ 

The adjective of r elation must always t ake the sound plural 

forms . 

Often, the feminine singular form of the a.djecti.Ye of r elation 

is used to f orm an abstr ac t noun. 

e . g. 
~ / L 

0 L;._; I --b:uman 
~ 

,1-; _,o 
L.'.;.._; L--.; I --human! t v 

, !,. • 

In order to obtain tb.e same meaning , Hebrew uses the ending n'l. 

e . g. 



- 22-

- ~I u 

• J' 
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0 ... 

( Y • II 
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/ .; 
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. (A 
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/ / 
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u / .>--

.)> 
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. j I u 

/ . 
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~ ___ 11 

~ / 
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.) / 
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/ ..., 
_y ~ • II 

,.y // // 
..:..I~_, " ... 

/ 

/ ~ ... 
-.JI d -,,. 

( I <\ 
0 / "' 

I ; 
J / 0 / "~ 

0 )I S: II 

/ 0,,. 
0 L; _,...; 
/ 

.; 

" .. 
.J -'~--·'-~ ( t . 

.? • / 
I ( 

/ / . .., 
( r r .. r,..~--< ......... 11 

/ / 

/ 0 / •"'> 

c _ 
1 

II 

( H 

/ / 
- • ...1-...4 

~--

jJ 0 / 

0 ~. ' • 

,., 
/ 0 .... .. 

__ 1_<1 ( If 

/ 

· ~ ( lo ~ . 
i.) ( IV .,,, 

/ // 

J_.o_, 
.-: 

( tr v-- I 
.. ,,- / 

-·~:--' ~ 
/ 

:::" I / / ...... ~,, 

/ -,,, / 

/ / • .? 
0 I I i.) - / 

~ / ,,. . .., "'. .; / } / ...,, 
~ L_JI u 1; _, ..:.. I,_,._. -=-..II 

/ / 



Cba1oter Five 

']he next three •consonants all have the basic 

shape t. as · the i sql :ated f'orm, -> as t he initial form , 

and-- as the medial. form. 

~ =jim ~ ~ • The dot under it i dentifies it as a .J.!!!ta_ 

Practice : 
0 / 

• ....L... -1->__; . / . -r---~_J' 
/ 

~ // 

~ .) . . 

/ / . 

c.= ~ ~ n • This h i s produced in the back of the larynx. • 
It i s very emphatic. 

Practice : ,,, 
/ . .. 

• o....L...: .r-> 
/ 

,.,. / . / ,.,. / 

...r . >• ·~...L-> 

_, ,,,,..,)·"'; 
~~I U---> ;._;1 ~ 

,9' 
/ . 
~ 

,P 0 

I 4 

/ 

y : : > 
/ / 

/ 
. ,, ,,,. 

0 

> II 
r~ 

, n • The ha i s pr onounced the way most Hebrew speakers 
" pr onounce a " • 

Practice:-
/ ,,. 0 / / // ,.,. 0 / 

/ 
..,. r-> i...:......> ~r-> .r--> 

/ 

........ > 

~ // / _, / .. ? ., 
")L> 

/ b_;.. II ~ • / ~ 
r-;:--> 

The next two consonants are both related to the Hebrew 
c Ayin. They have the following orthographic form: 

isolated: 

initial: 



medial: 

final:-

t. = cAyin -+ >' • Ara'bic maintains an emphatic pronounc:iation 

of the CA.yin. 

Practice: 
,j / / 1/ 

• J • . II 
I ..., 

Jll 
. / •/ 

• • 11 r ' / ; 
/ 

~O / _,!}// ./ 

U
• I • • • j-:....S. ~ 

.:; / 0 -.J y • 
J , - • 11 .r-... -!.._._..ll 

/ "' • t = Gllyin -+ l1 • /:cf. AMSSL #t,p.217J This sound , 

unknown in English, is similar to the 1:!fr• in the French 
., , 

word grasseye. 

Practice: 

/ 
/ 

c e;. 

/ 

' = ha -+ n . I t can have fo:ar fo:.•ms : 

isolated : 

initial: 

medial : 

/ .? 0 ..., 
;, _,, 

fina.l: '---like a ta marbuta, without t he dots of the _l! • 
• 

Practice: 

/ ) } j / 
I~ ~ L...:_J 

/ ,.,. 
,JI / 

,..,, 
/ . .P " . 

•i.,?J~ " \= .. 
/ / 

,J 0 
,? 

~ 
> / ~ 

'~' r-: • / 

, 
J , 

/ 

/ ,JI 

t =: 

/ / / . 
J-LA 



Nom 

Ace 
& 

Gen 

Peirsonal Pronouns 

Sinirular 

/ 
/ . 

1- L.; I 'lK , (:ii~ > ·-· 
/ . -; 

2m- -.::.,_; I ;i~ ~ ,(PllK ) ',-. ~ 
2f- - . I PIK ,(,'l' PllK ) ...__ 

/ 
,- . .. -

/ .P 
3m- ,_-A K •1:1 

3f-

2-
)I 0-: 

( = ~ l + I ) 

3-
/ .J> ..._ __ ._...A (: 0 , 

r' +I ) 

"Neair "Demonstra t ives 
Singular 

/ / 

m- .J...-A C=G+ 1.;) :it ;i : 1(;'1 +:il 

> / I 
r - • ~ (older: ~~ ) 

/ / 

~ 
!!! 

/ } / / 

0' .J...-A ( = LA +j +u I ) 
/ 

o / I 
/ . ~") 

..l.-A ( = L.A +J +· 
~ CJ'! 
/ / 

( K~~ :!(~ +K ;) .,..,.. ,.. ..... 

Plural 
)I 0 / 

v----: 
0 , ~ 

.... . . 
r-- I 

--;; .) •"" . 
v--- I 

0 
~ 

r' 
/ .J> -0--A 

Plural 

/ ) 
u L:-A 
/ 

0 / 

u :s ,.. 0.. 

/ 

·1 Jn l 

OPIK ... -

1 ~~ 

Of! 

.,!n 

,(Ki~l~) 

(j'I JllK) ,-

(s':H! ~ ~ ) 



... 
&-!JI 
/ 
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; / . ....,, / 

L.:.._ ~I ~I ,,,, / } 

/ 

: b 
/ 

/ 

:> Ji---· ,;_.:I 
/ !. 

. ... 
< II 

/ 

/ • . ~ I .., ; 
/ 

/ J 
l..L.A ( T' 

,,,, 
/ . 
~;-> 

( o 

• ,I 

( 

/ .; " 
.0 ; ( y • • cl ' ,,,,.,,, J-U ( 1 

/ / 

/ -,,, . I 
;-> 

// 

~ 
/ 

/ / / 

> 

• ,.,.. 

(I{ 

, , 
JJ1 

/ ) 
~ 

( I T 

.; 

I ..., 

JJI ,,, 

( I • 

" / 

(" - (A 
/ .; 

< . I c 
.; 

/.; 
.; .. 

""':" .r--J 
/ . 

I // 

'JJ I ~ ( IT' 

. , 

..:; "' 
I II 

0 / . .. 
~~ 

0 / 

..1-:-: ~ / 

, ..l_A 
/ / 

/ • ~> / / / 

~_; ,_J I J .r-> ( 11 

( 1 o · • 

/ ,J- / 

,. --.-~...._,,.., ' . 
...., ___ 11 

I..! / 

/ / / 

~- ( 1 v 
/ 

L. 

/ • o__, ' / / 
~ u L___; ~ I • ,. b 

/ ~ / 

/ . / __ ....... 11 &--
y / ~ .; 

r- • .., 
(,._.t. l ( I C\ "'JJI . / 

/ .... 
~ >II 

/ / 

u 
/ 

( I A 

/ / 

~J . / 

/ 

b 
0 .P / / 0 

• h 

0 / ""' 

I =:- - • II 
/ / 

> 
/ 

//• . ..,,,,,,,,, 
• b > II 0---> b ( T • 

/ 

J ..... . .. . JJI 



Chapter Six 

Hefore beginning the study of the Arabic verb, it is 

advisable that the following basics be well learned: 

l . all consonants, vowels, and other orthographic signs. 

2. nunation of indefini te nouns and adjectives. 

3. the use of the defi nite article. 

4. the cruciality of the three cases . 

5. agreement of nouns and adjectives . 

6. regul ar declension of nouns. 

7. the behavior of diptotes. 

Perso~al pr 0nouns resembl e Hebrew so closely , that they 

afford little dif ficulty. The same is true of pronominal 

suffixes, which are easier in Arabic than t hey are in 

Hebrew or Aramaic . A l i st of pr onominal suffixes can be found 

in any gr ammar . 

Near demonstra tives (chapter five) and far demonstratives 

should be learned well enough t o avoi d any confusion bet ween 

the two. 

"Far" Demons tratives 

The "far" demonstratives consist of the "essence" of 

the near demonstra tives , plus a K (related to the 2ms 

pronominal suff ix?) for dist ance. 

m-

Singular 
/ I 
c..l_I j 

/ 

/ . 
f - ~-1....; 

/ 

Plural 



The I mportance of Word Patterns 

In a ll Semitic languages, it is a unique experience 

to fi.nd a word that does not conform to a basic word pattern. 

This is mos t obvious , of course , in the structure of the verb. 

The same phenamonon will occur with nouns and 

adjectives . In Arabic , nouns of profession and place 

resemble their Hebrew counterparts . Arabic also contains 

a pattern for nouns of instrument t hat i s i dentical to the 

Hebrew pattern. Adjectives of color and bodily defect exhibit 

a defini te pattern. 

The characteri stics of these patterns will be touched 

upon i n con junction with t he exercises . At this stage, 

i t is crucial t hat t he following be kept in mind : in the 

Semitic languages , no word is an island unto ~tself. 

Six Special Nouns 

Ther e are six nouns that lengt hen their case vowels when in the 

construct. Five of these nouns have cognates in Hebrew/Aramaic. "' ..... 
,,, ,. ,J- / ,.,. / 

'":"I father t I brother r father-in-law ~mouth 
J'~ "/ .. ,?/ ? 

nom- ~' (n·n~ ) >--> I <n·rn~ ) ,____ ( il ·i!l r: ) ,_.:, (;'IP. ·i!l) 
~ / ..... // / 

ace- ~I L:;. I L-- u 
~ .;. / 

gen- c.f. I Tl' :l.K ~ I T1'1)!$ ~ 
, 'l)n ~ -·~ 

• / 
•T •T 

J ~ --always followed by genitive , and functions as NR, as does 

Hebrew -7~~ . It is related to t he ·~ -df Aramaic, and r ( ~ t) of Heb. 

nom 
-:r. 
'-'.:-3 

.r / 

ace 
--;-

1..i 

The noun ~ (a thing) bas no cognate in Hebrew. 
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~ ./ 
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./ 0 
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J~~t ~ i 
/ - / 

/ / / 

~) ( 11 
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,,,,.,,, / ,,...,.. 
- / 0 .. / 

l ,. .r-""'--" · ..:...__; I J 
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/ .,., / " 
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/ / / 

0 / 

• ., I 
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~- .J i) I 
/ ~ 
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~~ }~ 

( 0 / 
L (n 

/ - 0-' .~ 
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ti.!;~ ) 

/ 

/ .... ' / 
> II I • 

~ 
~(iA 

( i~ L 



Chapter Seven 

The Ver bal System 

Although the Arabic "binyanim" bear a nomenclature 

similar to Hebr ew (e . g .J..a-j/ 7~~ ) , it is common practice 

in the Vest to identify Arabic binyanim by means of a 

Roman numeral. 

Of the fifteen conjugati ons , 11- 15 are rarely used. 

Among those of 1-10, number nine has no corresponding 

bi.D.yan in Hebrew, and has a specialized meaning. 

The following are the binyanim, with examples of 

each. 
/ // 

I - · S --he wrote 
,,,,,,, ,,,. " 

VIII- '-:"" j-JI --to approach 

" 
- -to be alone 

// / 

II- v-..i,_; --to sanctify 
/ / // 

V- v- .:L....L: - - to be sancitified 

/ / / 

III- \!!;~ .eato .. b less 
/ ,, / / 

VI- \!!;~ ~~to .be blessed 

// "~ 
IV-~I • -to -·dress 

// </ 0 

X- ..r .'· -1 --t o dress oneself 

"' 

Simple Stem 

(lT) 

Niphal 

Piel 

Hithpael 

"Poel" (a few in Heb . ) 

*Hithpoel 

Hiphil(Aphel) 

Hi'6taphel 



~ a substitution of -vrowels, passives can be formed of all 

the binyanim. I n much the same way, both Pual and Hophal 

(the true passives) ar e merely the "body" of the verbs , with 

a set of "passive" vowels , always containing the sound u. 

For examples of III in Hebrew, cf. Ges . 55b : 

The Hebrew word :i .H\!!1~~ seems to be a possible Hi~taphel. 

For a chart illustrattng the verb systems of Hebrew, Aramaic, 

and Arabic , cf. AMSSL #7, p.183. 
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In lfebrew: 

In Arabic: 

Chapter Eight 

Qal Per fect 

"A" t ype (active) 

"A" type (active) 
/ / / 

. - 5 

"E11 type- - statives-- "O" t ype 

"I" type--statives--"U" t ype 
/ " / 

~ ::-::-s 
/ 

The suffixes affixed to the verbs are: 

"A" "I" "U" 
y 0 ,, 0 / / y 0 

/ y 0, / 
cs-

..:;;... __ 
~ - 5 ..::.. ...::..~ .. 

/ 

/ 0 / / / / / / 0 p/ 
2ros-

..:;;... __ 
...::.. 0 • 5 ...::.. ...::..~ ;,. 

0 
0 / / / 0 ll / 

2fs- ..;....._ 
-+ 'P n:in11 ( ' 11:i n?>) ...::.. 

. 5 ...::.. , ...::.. ;....;_s c 4• / . . ,-. . ,- . / / / / 

3ms- nothing 
/ // 

; 5 
/ 

~ 
/ 

/ s> / 

~ 
0 / 0 / // / / 

0 / '/ 

3fs-
..::.. __ 

-+ 'Jn :i n ?>{n::in?> ) ..::.. . 5 .- .. , ..::..~ . ,- ,.. , -, · ;. 

/ " / "// / 
/ -: 0 

~ ;_:_s cpl- L;.__ -+ (KDil!>) - 5 , 
,.. .- ' 

/ 

o! • 9 // •.' / 0 , 0 'j) / 

2mp r-- " - - 5 I r~ -+ • l ·1n:in?> r r .- . ;,, . . 
/ , . / J1 

0 
/,; / 9 / / .P , / 

2fp- Cr- (;.• . 5 ·- , ": -~ i:.r ;, v- . 

I J J1 
/I .P / s> ? / 

3mp- I J - 5 1,, I 1,,;...:,....s J-- .. ;, 

/ • / e // / / / . , / 

3fp- v-- . 5 I u~ u u ;, 



Dual forms add I"' to the 3ms , 3fs , and 2mp endings. 

'Whereas the Qal Perfect in Hebrew functioned on three levels 

(e . g. ,~~~~ , n~~~-~~~~ ,o~~. n~.) , and the Aramaic Qal . . . 
perfect functioned on two levels ( n?,~~-n ~~~ , ~~n~ and all 

the reWJt) , Arabic will f uhct ion on one level. 

A verb will always agree with its subject in number and gender. 

When a verb in the third person precedes its subject , that verb 

will always be in the singular . (cf. Gesenius 145 h- m for 

examples in Hebrew) . 

B~oken Plurals 

Most Arabic plurals do not f ollow t he "sound" plural 

pat tern described in chapter four, but. instead take a "broken" 

form. The broken plural will be f ormed by an i .nternal 

change in t he noun. Most often, this change will be r epresented 

by a long vowel "breaking-in" to t he noun. 

Eventually , patterns of broken plurals will become 

r ecognizable . At the outset , it is best t o remember that , 

unless the broken pl ural r efers to male human beings, its 

agreement will always be in the feminine singular. 

In the exercise accompaning this chapter , t hree broken 

pl urals are used : 
~ ...... ~ 
i L; I --plural of 

,.,. ; c "";. 

•L--1 --plural of 
,.;- ,. ,? 

~ ,_:, ..i--plural or 

..... ,I 

rr-: 
~ 'I .-" ,.,._ o"'. 
~J (sin) 
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,, / 

/ 0 / 

r~ 

; I J / // 
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I I ; 

~ (~ 
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...UI 
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~ (Y 

I Q,... 
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I 

,J • J 
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" ; 
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~--: I 
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/ ·~ 
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/ / / 

/ 
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. / / 

0-J ( lo 
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-,.. 
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. I 
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/ / / 
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Chapter Nine 

Derived Stem Perfects 

In ffebrew, the t heme vowel of all derived stem perfects 

is 11A" , with t he exceptions due only to contamination from 

the imperfect. 

1) ,Po~ 2 ) w?i 'rn;i ··- .. 3) ,, " 1.l'1 . '. 
;n !l " ... .. . ;ivh 'rn;i 

T••-. • 

•n?i 11 ·HU!l 'rn;i .. . -- .. ., ,, , 11 .l., . ; . 
but , 11,?l'I . ,- . etc. but , 11w!l? n ;i . ; -- ' . etc. 

In Arabic , t here is no vocalic contamination f r om 

the imper fect . The t heme vowel of all derived stem perfects 

is 11A 11 • 

II 
// 

/ .., .Li 
,? " / 

/ .. 
~-j_j 

etc. 

v 
/ ' // .J....i.._; .., 

,J> • / /; 
..:...-Li.-; 

etc. 

VII 
/; / 0 

.J _,...-L..; I 

' ,J' o // • 

~ .J _,...-L..; I 
~ etc. 

I I I 
~ /~ 

j • 

.P • / / 

..;;..--5 L.. j • 

etc. 

VI 
// // 

I.!.) L......; 
j • 

? • / / / 

~ L......; j • 

etc. 

VIII 

IV 
/ 

/ / e • 

~I 

.P e / ·~ 
II 

et c . 

IX 
/ / . 
• I 
..r-->. ,, 

~ o/ / 0 

~~I 

'" et c. 

x 
• .,,0 
~I 

" _, O/•/ • 

.. - .i·-1 
" etc. 

(used for colors and 
bodily defects) 
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Note that there are five binyanim that begin with an Alif. 

With the exception of IV, all the Alifs are prosthet i c, 

and may be elided when preceded by a vowel . The ini t iaJ. 

hamza of IV is the distinguishing characteristic of that 

stem, and it may never be elided. 

Broken plurals used in the exe~ise accompanying this chapter : ,.,. / .~ ,. / / 

J ~I --plural of~ (deed , action, work) 
,:r / o~ ,J' o 

.JLL:il --plural of ~(thought) 

tl,4- - plural of ~~ (water ) 
~ ~ ~ / 

•1 ,,, ··I --pl ural of ~ (prophet) . ;... -.,, 
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Chapter Ten 

The Passive Perfec~ 

In Jfebrew, forms such as 7~~ ,nf1 .~!~ are Qa1 

passive perfects , rather than Pu.al perfects (cf. Gesenius 

5'3u) . 

In Arabic, the passive perfect is a common occurance, 

and is formed on the vowel pattern U- I - A • 
/ /"' . • < 
·,,,, "• ,,.._ 

.? , .J ·" • < ,. 0 • < 
. ' .? " ~ :J! 
~.;._.; . ~-r' ...r"'--' 

Binyanim bearing a consonant extraneous to the r oot have 

U also on the additional consonant. 
/,,, ,,, ,,,, 

v-1.....i.....: .. 
j_:_ ~ I 

In III and VI , a long U takes the place of the characteristic 

long A. 

Passive- reflexive binyanim (V,VI, VII,VIII ,X) can only be made 

passive by form when the identical meaning is lacking in the 

basic meaning of the verb . , 
,,,.,,,.. ; , / ,, .. 

e . g. ~~--to gather together ~ c:. ,.. • ~ I 

(cf. Moscati , 16. 23) 

For a di scussion of the relationship between the Arabic, 

Hebrew, and Aramaic passive perfects , cf. Moscati 16.3 , vhe~e 



the suggestion i s made that :i' i:i1 relates more to a participial 

form than to the Arabic passive perfect. (?) 

,, 
0 I And Its Sisters , 

There is a t ype of nominal sentence in Arabic which is 

introduced by one of certain particles, all of which are 

characterized by a doubled final letter, usually n'Un. They 

ar e as follows : 
,, 
0 I usually not transl ated, t hough old grammars translate 

j 

it by the Bi.blical "verily. " ~ ;i!~ 

,,. .... 
0 I that (as a conjunction) 

but (like 
o I 

·<• but the latter should be followed by 
~' 

a verb) 

..... _ ~ 
u 'j_, because 

..... / / 

~ perhaps (comparatively rare in modern Arabic) 

All these part icles resemble verbs , in that t hey must be followed 

either by a noun in the accusative , or by an attached pronoun 

which i s gr ammatically considered to be in the accusative. 

After t hem the verb "to be" is understood , theref ore a predicate

may follow in the nominative. 
,.,. / 

J':. • -0 ,, (verily) Hasan is young. 
• 

(cf. Haywood and Nahmad , p. l~) 
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Chapter Eleven 

Qal Participle 

Active Participle: 

! 

/ ,.>- / 
..::. ... 1_,_...· U 

/ 

The particip~e takes nunation (more noun than verb?) and 

the sound plural endings . 

Passive Participle: 

!!! ! 

~ ,? 
,.,. 

/ ~ • / s / s .2. ~J • 4...-: -' • 

, ,? " / ,I / ,, . 
/ ,, 

.E. u ~J 
. i • ..::. ~,,_; i • 

cf. Moscati 16. 69 for a very interesting discuss ion of the 

passive participle. 



The Elative 

The elative is the form taken by adjectives in 

comparative or superlative phrases . The essential form for 

the elative is 
" .P / •• 

~I, a diptote. 

" ~ 
I , -/ 

~ I Ll.JI -God is the greatest. 
/ . ~ . . ... / 

, . , 
~I ~ ~ I Ll.JI --God is greater than man. '-0 (elative + comparative ~) 

Whether the subject is masculine or feminine , singular or 
J' / c ~ 

plural, the elative used as comparative i s invariable--~ I • 

When used as a superlative, t he ela.tive functions on 

two l evels , depending on whether it is the nomen re1-zt. 
of a construct relationship, or whether it is used as an 

adjective. 

1. elative in t he construct--invariable. 
0 "' " / . 

- · . ~I ~ --She i s the eldest daughter. 
~ / . / 

2. el ative as adjective--normal grammatical agreement. 
/o' ..... ' • •~ 

u;-ul ..::. . ;.- II ~ --She is the eldest daughter. 
".:<> .P( (the fs ela ti ve f orm-- t..S .,.,-- ) • . / ~ 

mpl elative- - ~Ll I 
~ : ;j -BOTH RARELY USED. 

fpl elative- ..::. ~ . 

For elative forms in Hebrew, cf . Ges 85b-- 4 ~i1~ ,,i~~ . 1~·~ 
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Interr ogative Pronouns 

Who? 
0 / 

L.-. ( JQ) 

/ 

What? ~ I 1jL. 

'Which'? 

How Many? 

m-

f -

nom-

ace 
& -

gen 

~~ 

m. ~I f. 
~ / " 
.....; I --behaves l.ike a noun. + • ~ 

? --always followed by undetermined 

accusative singular. 

Relative Pronouns 

/ 
• / d/ 

u.i..J I ( J I +uj) .... ;i r ~;i 
·• / .. / •/ T -

~ / 
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Chapter Twelve 

Derived Stem Participles 

Derived stem participles are all characterized by a 

prefixed ~ (our Niphal participle has no prefixed 
Z) ' ) 

_, 
and: 

"I II theme vowel for the 

"A II t heme vowel for the 

compare t his with Aramaic--

II 

v 

III 

VI 

IV 

x 

VII 

VIII 

and in Hebrew-

Active 
,,, .. ~9 

._,. 7-"-

/ 

. ,, 
I • 

.. . 
,j- / O,? 

..I ..) i • 

Passive 

,J/ //)> .. -..,,,,. \ . - . 
,,.,, //.9 

~ .J I -1 • ,. 

,.> / ..,,. . 

o, 
I • 

0 / 0 .P 
I • .. . 

,J'//o,? 

..I.) i • 

active participles 

passive participles 

I W'iD?.:> -{.., 

The fs and plurals follow the regular noun declension. 



/ / 
u L_J' and its Sisters 

:rn Arabic, verbs of "being" take t heir predicates 

in the accusative. 
- 0 / , / o.,. / / 

e.g. I ~ , .. , ' • 11 0U' - - The king was a slave. 
/ 

I . .. 
""' 

/ ' / _,~ /,> J,..._, ' -> • - - Muhammad will be God's 
/ 

messenger. 

The following verbs also take their predicates in the a~cusative, 
/ / 

and are therefore called "sisters" ofu LJ • 

/ =. -" I ...r--=-- -not to be + 

/ - / 
~ - -to remain (3r d weak) - / 

/ / r I J - - to continue (middle weak) 

/ / / 

J I j L- - not t o cease , continue (middle weak) 

/ L.,. 
.) (middle weak) } 

} 

/ 0 ~ } 
/ """' I } C · 

} TO BECOME 
/ } 

/ 0 • 

~' (3rd weak) } 
} 

/ 

~ 
} 

..::.. (middle weak) + (n~ ) } 



, .. / ' ,,, / ,, 0"' ... 
.)~ 

• _11 ( r "all r l 
/ 

I " / 
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J' / .1 o/ 
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t / / 0 )' 
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/ o.., 
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/ ./ 
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-: I u 

J' / • JI 
• 

~..ii 

·-

/ / / / 

J.--· ... J - ( l f 

' ,, 
( l l 

/ / 

Lw • II 
.:; / 0,,, 

• • • t I r / 
,,/ ,,.., .; _,/ 0 

: ~ - II - - I ( l r / .,.-- "-:- J'-' ./ 

/ , / .... ~ // 

..:;.. 1,_.~-· _·__,11 - LL-
. / ~ 0 / !} 

• • I I_, V
/ / ~ 

> / • ") 
~ I .. II 

/ 

.. 
. I 

~-/ 

,, I /o.J1"" 
~ I J ,,_~ • .__ .. _,,,,_JI 

./ / 

/ / 

JU ( 11 

( I y 

0 /.; ..... 
- I ::.11 / o / 

V4 ... "r""' ~ ,, ,,, ,, r 

"'I 
// 

/ / .P 
i:r.--... . w • 

/ / 

,,, , ., //J>•-> 

U. J L; • II .) 

/ / !J ·~ 

; . . " 

/ . 
._._.._...._ .. --'II 

• - i 
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Chapter Thirteen 

Qal Imperfect 

Short for ms: , :J o ~ 
cs . < I 

p J> 0 / 

2ms ' s 

.P J> 0 / 

3ms . s 
' , .? 0 / 

3fs L· 

9 
, • / 

cp . s 

Long Forms: 
/ .J 0 / 

2f's u: . s . ... { 7' ~')=? ~ ) > ':!Pl:>Pl .... 
/ . . . . 

/ p , 0 / 

2mp uJ . s . ... ( 7 •DPl :>Pl ) > •l:l 11 :>fl 
; .. ' .. 

/ p J> 0 / 

3mp uJ Le ... (J'l:l fl:>' ) > '1:111:> , ' ; . ; ' . 

Invariable forms: 

/ 0 ,, . / 
2fp u s ... (7~~~~ ) } 

} > ;"l):l;i:>Jl 
/ 0 ,J • } T l ; . 

31'I> 
. s / ... { p 11:>' ) } u ,.. l '. 

Dual forms : , < 
/ s / / 

3m . I . (= 3ms + 0 ' ) 
~ '""""' , 0 / 

/ 

/ 

3f . I . s . {not& the Ta, as in Heb .. 3fp) 
~ 

/ 
, 0 / 

2m&:f . I . s : 
~ 
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There are three possible theme vowels i n t;he Qal imper fect • 

,, / " / 
I 

(:l'"lp•) - .. 
.P 0 / 

~ I .. 

( ftiJ ') . ... 
H!! 

I n mos t cases , a dictionary i s necessary 1~o indicate which 

theme vowel a particular Qal imperfect wiJLl take. Two 

observations are helpful: 

1. verbs taking "I " in the perfect usually take "A" 
/ // .J>/ "/ 

in the imperfect., e.g. "'-T ,,r . 1 
- ~ 117?. ~ I 117~1~ 

2. verbs taking "U" in t he per fect must take "U" 
/ .s> /< I " , ( ,, 

in the imperfect' e . g . r r-' (.J-"""""'"' --but ~ l i:>pT I 1 ~~ ~ I I 

In order to imbue an imperfect with unque :stionable future meaning, 
( • / 

the word'-',..- ("in the .m11 ) can be placed before the imperfect, 
/ /.c/ ( or the - of'-',__ can be prefixed t o the imperfect, e . g . ·. - _ 

Compare with Hebrew: 

(Pirqe A~oth 2:5) 
0 / 

For emphasis , a "Lam of Confirmation" ( .>S~ i ~ ~) 
./- / I 

can be pr efixed to 

e . g . 

an imperfect , or to a noun. 
I 

.( " ~ 11"" .1. ~., .... Y / 0 " .'__,/ u-;:- • . ........ ,_->.r-

"Indeed, God has merc:y on the one who does 

good. 
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For examples of an affi.rmative Lamed in Hebrew, cf: 

Psalm 89:19 

Job 13:12 

Composite Tenses 

1. Habit ual pas~: 

e.g. 

2. E'Uture perfe~ti 

e.g. 

I 
" •<+ ft u L-.> i mper ec .. 

"• ..P .J? : 

'"~ J-S µ~ 
,I?.·,~ :i.::.o 

,,._" ., '•'< 
~I l.JL-.> .- "/ 

11The prophet would eat every day." 

/ / 9 .' I 
1.mperfect ot u LS ( u ,,,L.:: ) + perfect. 
JI~ .... ,,,.;> • /}'""'>,,. ,.. 

' < • ' r ' •• u u~ r / 
"The teacher wi.11 have spoken. 11 
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Chapter Fourteen 

§µb junctive-Jussive-Imperative-Passive I mper fect 

SU.bjunct ive : t o expr ess purpose or volit ion 

e . g. 

repl ace the final dam.ma with a fatha . 
.9 ~ 0 / . • / JI 0 / . • 

..__·.__,5 1 .... • . ... . 5 1 .... ;i :i n ::i N 
,.. ti • • , 

Short f orms : 

Long f orms : drop final consonant. Add A:lif in 2mp and 

3mp. 
p 0 / 

• ·L · .... ,:in::i11 y / • ti ' . e . g. 2fs 

~ 
0 

.P L-1,, • .... •1:l Pl ::> Pl ... ' . 2mp 

3mp 
J> y • 

1,, - ~ / .... ·n n=! ! 
A . 

~abae forms never change. 

Dual. f orms drop the final lfun. 

e . g. 

Certain particl es must intr oduce the sub junctive: .,. ....... ~ . ~ ,, 

0 I --that 'J I (= ..:,I +'J ) - -that not 

J --in order 
/ . / 
~--in or der - /. 

0 • 

u 'J/ --i n order 
/ : / 
~--so t hat 

0 / 

t o 

to 

to 

u-J --shall never 

~ / .-; / 

)L:!__J ( = J +u I + 'J) - -in 
/ / 

- 0 / 

.... , ~ 'J. "i 5 -in 

order not 

orde~cnot 

(cf. Haywood- Nahmad, p. 121) 

tp 

to 



The two energetic form.a are a further elaboration of the 
J ~ ,. / 

subjunctive. ~hey often take a ~L;JI 'r ~for further 
/ 

emphasis. With ~ , they render an archaic negative 

i mperative--"thou shalt not." ~ey ar e seldom used in 

modern Arabic. 

Energetic I: 
/ ,, • / .. / < . -+ u ' 

0 / p . 
< ; 

u . Ener getic II: 

(cf. Gesenius 5'81 on the Nun Energeticum) 

Jussive: 

short forms: last letter takes sukiin. 
/ , 0 / / , • / 

-+· ·< -+· · S 

long fo rms: ident1ca1 With subjunctive. 
9 ? • / 

e . g. I_, • · < • 

invariable forms never change 

dual forms : identical with subjunctive . 

e . g. 

Uses of the Jussive 

l. alone 

/~ 
I 

. / 

< -: 

a: in second persons- -as an imperative. 

b: in fi r s t or third persons-- expresses volition 
/ 

2. with ~ , to form the negative imperative~ Hebrew 

does this consi s tently in the Hiphil--

3. with 

Thus , 

0/ t.-J , to f orm the negative perfect. 

0 / 

< 
/ 

~= 
/ / / . < 



4. in conditional sentences , as protasis , apodosis , or 

both. 

0 / 

The particle .J....jis often added to the jussive. 
'• 1. ,I e .g. . ~ :<2 1 ; --let him write. 

~"'7Z>7 1n;17 l',' "Let it be known to the king" 
"',-' ···nv · ' (Rzra 4:1 2) 

For Talmudic examples of a Lamed + imperfect conveying a jussive 

sense , cf. Gasper Levias, A Grammar of the Aramaic I diom 

Contained in the BabY'lonian Talmud (Bloch, Cincinnati 1900) , 

page 63. 

Imperative 

The imperative is formed by substituting a prost hetic 

Alif for the preformatti ve of the jussive. , . , . , 
I is used for the "U" type--e . g. · S I 

I is used for the "I " and "A" types ,, 
e . g. 

. / . 
v--.l ! 

. 
~ I ,, ,, 

~ 
( I :ls r esorved for IV i mperative) 

Passive I mper fect: 

The passive imperfect is formed by changing tha vowel 

of the preformati ve 1~o damma, and the t heme vowel to fatha. • • 
e . g. 

(cf. Gesenius 53u) 



/ -I • IL. 
('. ;, 
/ 

/ 0 . .... 

0L-:'JI 
/ : 

/ / / 

0 

, , , 0 / 

'JI ·-

0 • 

i.S ·-'I ( y 
- / / / 

)I,, . ..... ,, 
'J I - ;LJ 

I 
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0 / ,, , . / / 
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Chapt er Fit'teen 

Der ived St em Imperfect s 

Derived stem imper fects ' behavior may be divided i nto 

three categories, depending on the behavior of three vowels . 

These vowels are , f'rom right to left : 

1 . the vowel of the preformative 

2 . the vowel of root Ill (unless i t has sukiin) 

3. the theme vowel 

Behavior #1: for I I , I I I , and IV (which lacks vowel #2) 

3 2 1 
I----A----U - - ACTIVE 

+(cont amination) 
t 

3 2 1 
A~A----U --PASSI VB 

Behavior #2: for VII, VIII, and X 

3 2 1 
I ----A----A 

3 2 1 
A----A----U 

Behavior #3: for V and VI 

3 2 1 
Jr..---A---A 
t (contamination) 
t 
3 2 1 
A- - --A----U 

- -ACTIVE 

(ideal vowel patterns) 

--PASSIVE 

--ACTIVE---A.11 "A 11 

--PASSIVE 



1 •. 
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!} / p 
II A-- ..r Lt_ 

/ 
I I P--

0 / 

Imv.-- ..r:L...; w~~(jussive minus preformative) 
/ 

9 / 9 

III A-- ~ _,L,.-. 

I V A--

/ 

0 

• I I / I mv.-- 1o;;,1 _,~ 
/ 

0 J' 
I 

, 

9 / / J' 

III P-- ~ .;~ 

I V P--
y / " J' 

I . 

0 0 .. lmv.-- ~I this A1if is not prost hetic, 

VII A--

and is never elided. ~ (uh 'nt) .. ,-

.? / ~ / 

.J_, t ' 
/ 

.J / 0 

,P// o J' 

VII P-- .J J .. ...lia......._. 

i mv. - - .J _,-L..: ~ 
/ 

(with prosthetic Alif) ~ ,:i~ ~~ > 

.') // 0 y 

VIII P--~~ 

0 / 0 

I mv.- ~µ ~ 
/ 

,j o / o / 
X A--v~·--'!__,1 __ ·_..-~ 

/ 

!}/ o/ o.P 
X P-- v~·._.__.1 __ -__ ._~ 

~ 

V A-- ..r 

VI A--

0 0/ (1 

lmV .--..r. I· ·• 1,, 
/ 

/ / / / 
• I t v P-

0 / / / • 
Imv. - - ..r ..1..-i...; 

' / 
/ / / 

~ I - VI P--.) . / // 

I mv.- ~ L-; .) . 

,, : / / 9 

..r I • 

.,P / 

~) 
// p 
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Adjectives of color and bodily defect exhibit a fixed pattern. 

(white) 

(black) 

(mute) 

!!!--diptotes--~ 

~ / 0 / 

• I ,o 

JI/ 0 ~ 
.J,_- I 

" : 

l?.. (both genders) 

(I because 
of t he Ya) 

(cf. Haywood- Nahmad , p. 87) 



~ ( r 

, / . " 
• . .. 

~ / 0 / 

• t . J • c • 

, 
~ / , "" i . .. 

JS 04 
/ / r 

4 • / - . 
-~ ~J 

/ / 

0 

, - I ~----.J' I 
; ; 

/ J1 / / ..... L.c ( tr c:,._ __ .o 'I l.. 
/ ~;,, 

/ 0 / / 

"J ( ' 

; / " , . .., 
•1.1.11 

~ 0 J1 / 

~_r->-; J ( 1 
/ 

/ / ; 

'I (A ~l.. r ;; 
/ 

J1 / J) • "' 

r )L;_JI ( 1 1 

, , .... , • 9 

..:. _,_; LI ~ .i._; 
./ ~ .,,, .,j"' / 
; )I ; 11 0u < 1 r 

"/ / 
J I r. 

I .., 

,;JJI 

/ . / . "" J> ; • 
I J • II ( IV 

/ 
. ~~ 

/ / 

J> 
• • 
" I 

/ 

" / o .., , ' / 
II _{ : Le--! 
~ ; 

/ ; / ..., / 

•/ . < • • ( 
L-.> I I u l t• 

u ~--/---- ~ 
.. 

/ .. / • . II 01' 
~·-,.,---' 

/ ; , ,J 
\!,I_; ,.,.-6 ( r r 

' . -: · · I ( Tl 
~ J~ 

. / 
I ; 

/ / 

• o I r. 

/ 

# / 0 "'4 

• < II 

/ 

J o~ 
"!' J~---'' I 

/ / 

( I A 

/ / 

L.-S 

II j . ,., 

( t { 

",, , ,, .. / . 
'~J 

; 

" 
/ ~ ; 

. . . 

/ 

/ . ~ 
..::.._; I 

/ 



- " / . .:. 
/ 

/ ,., • __ .. _11 

, .... 
JJI 

/ .. / •,., J> / 

'111 J ,_-) (,., 
/ / / . ,.,, / 
. ·~_11 ,,,.-,, . c. ~ / 

~ .1 
J> / / 

- 0 
; . " . "" / e 

LJ.J._.,o ~I ..!-~I "' ul ~,_; ~ / t. / -... 

/ / / ... / / / , . ~ / . / 
~ ; ~I '~' r"' J / 

0 
/ / 

~;~J ( rt 
/ 

)I 

//•,.JY . / •I "' 
~-' c . ' J / 

" } < .)_ ...... ..._ 

- 0 / 

I~ 

/ " // ,., / ~ ,, 

.; 

::.. . " . .r-,, 
/ 

/ . / / 

~i ~ ~I ~.r- ~ ( r' 
; 

/'"' ,, / /,.; 

; 

;' / / / .,. / / / .. / ;' / 0 / .J 
ul J ( TA ~L. 4.S'> L.:....J L .. 

' e ' r' ~ 

( r . • 
/ 

• 
/ 

c:. 

/ 

/ • 
~' -,, 

/ 
/ ... ..,) 

~l>.J'--.ll: 
/ / 

/ 

0 0 .? 0 / / / . / 
I 111 ~/ 

. / 
( ,. ' J.J ~ ' /;. 

; 

/ 0 .J> .... .... ~' 
/1/ / / .P 

JLU (rr L.:.....;L;~.; j 
// 

/ 0 
,, , 

u t-,._; I ~ 
~ • .; 

/ ... 

L.:....J 
/ / -,, 

,/ 0 

ci JS.)~ 
/ / 

.J1 / 
1,..li ( ro 

/ 

. . ;' • 

/ 
• • I 

~ -,, 

t / 

J:i - _, ( rA • • / / 

/ // / 

0 

~> 
/ 

,, . 9J> / 0/ .P. / / ;' .J> / - o/ 
~I ./ ;as; r7-e c - ~ ~J ( t • ~ l. j ~_;:.JI u J• l Ill 

' 
~; Lie-

;' / ;' 
/ / 

/ 

J~ 
/ / 

, 0 / 9 , /~ // / 0 

~~ J L.J (t t ..:....il> 
/ 

/ 

/ , ,' • ~ 
~I .J ;...t:JI 

~ 

/ -. / / .. 
L.'°' ~;I 

/ 

.J> 
., 
- ( t 0 
~ 

/ ) / 
• • " 

/ 

l.iA ~ I LJei 
/ 

;' 

/ ,,, ~ ,,,,,,,, 
~l:.A .S;l:J . 

-,,, 

/ / 0 / J> / // ,, / / "',"' / 
0 / 0 / 0 

cl....A; 0 -::0. - )l; I~~ 1.3 I ( tr j.;r' I 
/ - ,; 

~ 
-,.. ,,.. . ,,,. 

, ~ .. / , / / 

~I 
/ /; / / . ,.., • • / // 

If J~ 1.;w J w ·~L: . • . I J Ii J 
- ,; / 

.; / ;' ~~ 

,; ._, / o • .,. /.? • ~ , o / • 

J;"l.Al I "J t..!..J I l..A . · ~; -, ...,_ .. ~~--.- ~, , ,,, .,,,,,, , , 



Chapter Sixteen 

Masdars 
• 

The Accusative 

Wright describes the mafd&r as an "abstract substantive , 

which expresses the action, passion , or state indicated by 

the corresponding verb , without any r eference t o object, sub

ject, or time .n (p. 110, vol. I) 

Derived Stem Masdars 
• 

,.,. . / 
II: J1-""!!:i--1·--i-: 

./ 
e . g. 

,J' /,; / ' 

,.,.. 0 / 

1..1"'-<...l-i....: (a less used form is 
/ 

III: ~l....i.....(= fs part), e . g. 

(a less used form is 

r>- / 0 .... . 
IV: J L..-'11 e.g. .., ~I 

" " ,,., ,,,/ ,# 9 / / 

V:: J--i • . e . g. .., .:i'..-i,_; • I : 

,,, y / / ~ p / / 

VI: j-&- LL..; e • g • l!.I L-.: .) . 
..J' / ~ 0 

VII : JI • • : ~ e.g • J I/ · · I 
/ ~ / 

,,. 
/ "' ,;._:...;, VIII: JI • - ;~e. g . ~ 

/ / / 

,s / 0 • ,,,. 0 
/ 0 

X: JL• • - . I e g. iJ" I I - I 
/ 

/ . / / 

. / . - ) 

Five of these masdars have a long A after R.2. This suggests 
• 



the l ong A of Aramaic infi nitives ( 

which become long 0 i n Talmudi c Aramaic- - '~i!P_ ), as well 

the long O found in five forms of the Hebr ow infinitive 

absol ute: 
?i op... , ?b~ ~ , ;·1 o, ... ry , ?i>p_ , ?l:ip, 

(cf. Gesenius P. 510) 

Forms V and VI have a vowel U after R.2 comparabl e t o 

words of the ?~~~ pattern in Hebrew. 

Masdars for the s i mpl e stem may take any of l+lt far ms • 
• 

Any good dictionary will list a ver b , its voweling for the 

i mperfect , and its ma§lar. There are five commonly encounter ed 

forms . 
,.9- 0 / 

l.J----i --used for active A and I t ypes . 
~ 0 / / / / 

J..-:...j --killing , f r om J..-:...j 
,,. 0 / 

rt ; --understanding , f r om 
/ 

/ . 
rt;-' 

~ J' ..!} 

2. J ~ --used for intransitive A. types 
,.,. .J' .J' / / / 

.., ~ - sit ting , from V" I ~ 
,.J ~_, ///_ 
~J ,,,....> --going out, f r om ~ ;--> 

,J- / / 

3. J..-..-.-i --used for I type statives 

4&:5. 

,,. / < 
c;-' -- joy, f r om 

,,._ // 
.J-~ --siclmess , 

/ ~ 
c~ 

/ / 

from .;. ~ 
/ 

f"'/ / ,)'/ .9 .J' 

4.l~ and &...J~ -used for 

/r )' ~ --nobili ty, f r om ,,.-

--smoothness , from j.~ 

U types. 



There are several simple stem masdar forms for the simple stem 
• 

that begin w1 th a Mim.. Arab gr ammarians ca.D.ed this type of 
'!. ~ / • / 

ma~dar a "masdar mim1 11
'- ..,-...- .J ' .o •. such farms are . - ,,, / 

paral.lelecl by the stai:idard Aramaic Qal infinitive :1 11 :rn 
- I • 

or even by Syriac , wh1er e ~ infini tives begin w1 th a Mem. 

Compare this with the Hebrew: 

Esther 9:19 

Number s 10 : 2 

(cf . Vl"ight, Tol. I, p . 110-115) 

] n Hebrew, there are two uses of t he infinitive construct: 

1. t o i ndicate ·purpose: ''~~-n~ "l•:>' H ··-' 
2. as a verbal 1noun1 :i ~~!} ob o!l , ;p l . ' . ,-

I n Arabic , the first -usage does not exist. Rather , the 

subjunctive is used tio indicate purpose . 

• 0 / 
/ S' . I ~ L> r .1,, · / . 

The ma~dar i s only us1ed as a verbal noun, wi t h t wo possibilities: 

1. it is most commonly used in the construct 
/ ., .. .J> c/ 

d I , II J-:..-i 
/ / 

The accomp~g noun is always in the genitive case , 

whether it i s 

a : the subject of t he masdar--"the king ' s kil ling" 
• 

or 

b : the object of the masdar-"the killing of the king." • 
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The same holds true for Hebrew, and only context can decide 

whether t he phrase is subjective or objective in meaning. 

2. when the accompanying noun is sub jective in meaning , 

the masdar may t ake an object , 1n the accusative case • 
• 

/ 
~ / . 
,~, 

/ . .. , IO / 

~ 1.11 ~ 
/ / 

''The king ' s killing bis f ather." 

Uses of the Accusative 

We have encountered t hree obvious uses of the accusative: 

1. t o indicate the direct object 

2 . as the subject after " u I and i ts sisters. 
• 

3. as the predicate of :' L.3 u and its sister s . 

The first usage is apparent in Hebrew. 
/ . 

l i ke u The second usage is possible in Hebrew. 
~ 

But since Hebrew lacks case endings, it can take suffixes . 

is impossible to determine whether a noun following iln 

was t hought to be in the accusative . (cf . Gesenius 147 b, 

note 2) . 

The third usage is al so possi ble in Hebrew. "To become" 

in Hebrew i s ; il'il . Yet, one can find the usage without ' ...... 
the preposition ?. 

' 
Hosea 8:6 7 1,~~ ?~?. il ~~~ o·~~~-·~ 

"The calf of Samaria will be splinters." 

This i s also possible with l nDil 

J"er 2: 21 
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"How then art thou turned into the degernate plant 

of a s trange vine unto me? 11 

Lev 13: 10: 

"And i t has turned into white hair. 11 

There are sever a l other uses of the accusative , not uncommon 

in Hebrew, and frequently encountered in Arabic ~ 
~/ .. J> ~ ' • / 

l. the cognate accusative-- cJ I 6 • J , • • • - / - ./ / .-; 
I • o ~c. G ,,,_i C.~ 

"He r ejoiced greatly." (lit. a gr eat r ejoicing) 

Gen lt-0: 8 ~l~?n oi?n ,- ... -· 
2. adverbial accusatives of time , place , and measure 

)'/o .? "// 
-~ ...::., ·= I"':" 

/ 

"I sat with him for a long time . 11 

Gen 27:45 

Gen 18:1 

Amos 5:3 
,,, / 

3. adverbial accusative of manner and condition- JL> 

"Zaid came , r iding. 11 



"And we have sent t hee to mankind as an apostle. " 

and even 

4. 

1 Sam 2:33 

''They shall die as men. 11 

(cf . AMSSL #1, p.138) 

accusative of sp ecif ication--

"How noble is Abu Bakr as a fat her!" 

- 0 ,,, 

~~ 

"I saw the beautiful- faced boy." 

(cf. AMSSL #1, p. 751 

Gen 37:21 'iii!> l '19 !> l ii.., 
v ... ·.·-

Gen 41:4o ;"j!>D 'J 'I J. K K!::!]!} p :! 
T V • - , .. 

with nK 
'J 

• • ,,, 
/ 

P~~J n~ :iitl --1 Kings 15: 23 
"He was sick--specifically , with r egard t o 

his feet . " 

accusative of purpose or motive • 
.. 

)'/ - • / u .J L; . ' / 

• .... .JI " / / 
~I ..:..~.,r--O . ,,, 

"I beat my son for the sake of correcting him. " 



• .) 0 / ~ L. 1;.s I .... ___ ... o.-> 

"' "I went to honor him. " 

There is one possible example of t his in Hebrew: 

Is 7:25 

5. 

"You shall not go t here out of fear of t horns . n 

,.,.,, ,,,.,,, 
accusat ive used with a J t hat means "with"-- ~ JIJ 

/ 

"Za.id came , with his brother ." 

A possible e~ample exists in Hebrew: 

Ex 21 :4 

"The woman, with ,her children ••• 11 

There are several usa.ges of the accusative not found in Hebrew. 

is in 

1. after the voicati ve ~ , if the following noun 

the construct. I 
/ . ~ ,1/ 

~ ...UI J,-,; 
/ 

""' ,/ / 

2 . t he La that negates the species <v; ~ II ~ ~) 
/ / / 

The accusat1.ve here has no nunation . 
I / / I / 

'JJj" -11 ..__JI ~ 
/ 

(cf. Davi dson, p. 95-11.14 Harper, p. 96-98 , 

Haywood- Nahmad , p . 392- 397) 
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Chapt er Seventeen 

Double-A,yin Ver bs 

Ver bs with Hamza 

For Double-Ayin verbs , there are three basic r ules : 

1 . Assimilation takes place only wh9n R.3 has a 
~ .9 / 

vowel, e . g. ..>--c yam- du- du----yam- u-ddY....---ya- mu- du 

2 . Forms t hat have suk'Un on R.3 are regular, e . g. 
0' 0 / 

.J~ 

3. Where a long vowel intervene s between R.2 and R.3, 

no assimilation takes place, e . g • 
..J'J>o/ 
-'J ..i......- , , 

• • 
-' .l...-41 is note~ an alternative to the imperative 

or even 

Verbs with Hamza 

The only question concerniug these verbs is which chair 

the Hamza will take . This r evolves around the rules for writing 

the Hamza. 

1. At the beginning of a word the chair i s always Alif. 

2 . In the middle of a word : , / 
a:. If only one of the vowels-or-or - (or 

/ 

two identical vowels) is cont iguous to the hamza (i . e . precedes 

or is borne by it), t he chair will be , r espectively , c..S or J 
/'~ # / / 0 , ~ • .J> y J> ~ 

or , e . g. J~ ,J-~ ,J~ , JJ~. 



- 79-

b: If two different vowels are continguous to the 

hamza, t he vowel which determines the chair (in accordance 

with the correspondence given in 2a above) is gover ned by t he 
l' / ,9 

'J I;-
9 / /. • ~ following order of pr eference : __ __ _e.g. ~ 

/ / 
/ / • i r;- n the f irst example the contiguous vowels are __!__ and 

_ , t he - takes preference, and therefore the chair 
/ / 

is 1..5 • 
c: If the hamza i s pr eceded by a long vowel and 

/ J/"' I / bears __ , i t has no chair, e . g . ~ 

If, however, the hamza i s pr eceded by a l ong vowel and bears 
,P 

or ~ , t he chair usually corresponds to the vowel 
/ Y 'I // ,P / 

t he hamza bears , e . g. J j L:....:..; , J--; L-

3. At the end of a word: 

a: The preceding vowel deter mines 
-; / / / 51 / .-; . ~ 

the chair, e . g. I~ , ~J , ~ 

b: If there is no preceding short vowel (i . e . 

if there is suk'Un or a long vowel), there is no chair , 

e . g . 
)> / 

.·~. - / 

/ / / /. 

(cf. Ziadeh , p. 14) 

note: 
//~ 
J--S I 

/ / . 
, r-4 I and j_> I dr op the initial Hamza 

in the i mper ative, e . g , 
o.? 

' r-4 ' ..L.-> . 

/{ / o / a { 0 

This can even happen to J l- : ~ , instead of J ~ I 
/ 

In VIII, two possibilities exi s t : 
/// 0 /// 

1 . I i I ; ': I > I • I - - - hamza r eplaced with Ya. ,. ,. 
/ / / 0 / / ~ 

>·<:I > j-:).....; I 2 . --bamza assimil ated by ta. 

(#2 is always t he case in the Ettaphal of Syriac) 
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Chapter Eighteen 

First Weak Verbs 

As in Hebrew, difficulty only arises when R.l has 

a s:akiin (silent shwa) . This happens only in I, I V, VIII , 

and X. In all t t e other stems , R.l always carries a vowel. 

I (Qa.l) 

1. Ver bs beginning with original Ya are regular, and 

keep the Ya t hroughout (except i n the passive i mperfect ) . 

e . g. perfect: / I 
~ .... lZ7 ::l , ..... 

/ 

p / " / 
imperfect : ..., ' --AY is most tolerable. 

0 / 

imperative : ~~--the same behavior as when 

,,. / 

active part: v---. L: 
/ 

> yo/ 
passive part: .., _, .. 

::io•, becomes :lJ?' ~ -.. 

passive imp: 
.J / " .9. .9 / -' 

..., : - - > v---. >'--" 

Arabi c t olerates only Al! and AW diphthongs. 

2. Ver bs beginning with wa.v exhibit a behavior 

similar to Pe- waw verbs in Hebrew. 
,, / / 

e . g. perfect: J-o_, --to arrive--the waw is maintained • 

.J ./ * imperfect: J .:II "' .... .... ::iwi, > ::i!:. 
../ .. ... 

0 

imper ative: ~ .... ::l~ 
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~ / 

The masdar often t akes the for m ' I ; , similar to n?.~· 

note : i n a few ver bs , the Wa.w maintains itself t hr oughout , 

as in Pe- Yodh verbs . 
/ / 
~ J --to suffer- ~~; / :vi; 

/ 

/ // 

J--:?. J 

Derived Stems 

I t is crucial to keep in mind that Arabic tolerates 

only two diphthongs: il and AW. 

All other di phthongs are transformed into long vowels 

accor ding to the foll owing scheme , where the vowel 

predominates: 

u + w --------lJ 

I + w --------! 
u + y --------u 
I + y --------I 

1. IV 
/ / .~ 

perfect: J-o J I is regular Y 
/ t·· / . 

pass. perf:· ~JI >J-oJ I 
/ / 

.3 0 .9* ~ .J 
J-o J-:. > ~ J-:. imv. follows naturally 

/ / 
imperfect: 

.J 0 ~. .J y 
J-o >-- > J-o >--

/ / 
participle: 

/) * ~ 
JL:.o;1 >J~ I 

~ ~ 
masdar: 
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For original Pe-Yodh verbs, 
/ 

/ / . 
~ I is most tolerable. 

All. other ~rms behave exactly as in Pe-Yodh verbs , 

since it is the vowel of the preformative which dictates 

the behavior. 

2. VIII 

Roth Pe-waw and Pe-Yodh verbs behave on ana.logy 
/ 

/ / . 
w1 t h first hamza verbs ( .,l_:;._; J ) , and assimilate the Waw 

or 1'a into the Ta. 

e.g. 

imperfect: .J "' / J "' -
/ 

masdar : 
,.,. 
J ~I / / 

3. x 

(or / / "'.'. 
..r 

//c/c //o/ 

A.ctive perfects are regular:~J ~ -J l ..r . _ 

Passive perfects require alteration. 

/ 0 .9 oY • / y ..9 : 1 J-- J . .• I > J--J'---= 
./ / 

/ 0 .Y • .9* / ..9 ,9 . I - 0 

I ..r . . >...,,......__) .., 
/ 

- I ) 
/ 

. o I 
/ 

/ o/ 0 / ..J 0 / ~ o/ 
Imperfects J-.-o J ; are regular: 

Masdars require alteration. 

,.J / a o * ,.> / 
J L.o J . w ~ > J I '° 

/ 
l 

/ 

. - I 
/ 

.. 

/ 0 0 * 
. - I 
./ ./ 

> :; .... 1 ~/~--·-0 ~ 
/ 

l ..r J . 
/ 
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/ 0 / // 

. .,; L....;~ JJ 
I.?/ 

( T 

4 

/ 

~ (o 

" " I • .r--. 
/ 

/ / / 

~J ( 1 

/ •"" ~ ~ / / 0 // 

• · I ~I " • - I (A i.$--- J. ~~ ~J 
/ ; / 

/ / . . 
~ 

/ 

,,,,, 
• 

L....;I 

/ / . " / 0 / 0 / 

~_,_J~ ( I• 
/ / 

~ 

/ " 0 

. L-..,.;)LJ u / 
/ ~ 

d . ,,,, 

, , ' • • 
4-...4 I 

// ~ o,_, // 

-"' .. l:,, • If uLL. 
/ 

/ / / / / / / 0 _, / .1 
• • ( I \"' 
I r l:,, • l:,, ; : 

Y / o~ 

' LUI ~ 

0 / 

i ; 

c "' 
II 

~ / // 
~I ~J (I 
" / 

/ 
; 

'JJ 

/ 

'J ( 1 

/ 

/ / .. -4 

· ~1 
~ 

/ .P .. (, 
I 

/ . .... 
(,$.LJI 

/ 

o/ 

Vt jt-'--.._.~ ........ • ( I 1 

, / 

• b 

0 
/ •..) 

. L...-~1 u . 
/ } 

/ 

• • 

o/ 

/ .. 
. I 

~-7 

• • 
/ 

/ ?,,.o~ .,/ ? / 

L_;-· . r- -=.--_..·~~ J ( T • 
/ 

/ / / / 

• > ~_; 0J ( T 1 
/ / 

0 

04 ( T \"' 
/ 

'.J 
/ 

h • II 
/ 

/ / 

JU (I A 
/ / · ~ 
•L....Jf 

/ 
• 

~I 
/ / 

/ / . ,.,,,, 
"'U,_JI 
/ 

,,; ./ . ,.., 
•L..-JI 

/ / .r1 " IJt 

J> ? 
• 
J-S(TT 

,? ~?·-/ / / // / // 

'J I ;L; • • , t 
; / 

~ e:-iJ 
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/ / .. 
~ I ~(n 

/ / 
,_.Li..... 
.// 

/ / / / // ,J1 0 / 

c.:>~ -~{_, ____ . 
/ 

/ 

..r 

J---; 
/ 

,, J ; c ; .) 
/ / 

, ~ 
..::... ,_< ; II 
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/ // 

uL.A......) 
? 

// 

;,_s; 
~ 

I;, • > JJI 
/ / / / 

, , / 

J r-.) 
// / 

~J ( TA 

, / 

/ o_, 
/ • < II 
f.:. / 

/ 

-: I u 
~ 

/ ., . 
I ~ I I 
~'r 

/ ~ 

/ 

1..il 
• / 

/ 

/ / / 

Lsl-->.....l 
/ 

. / 

/ .. / 
J S' • 

/ 

. / 
04(f'1 

0 

,, , -;: / / // 

'J-4 ;.-..::i>-~• r I_,--.> 
,. 

I"' 

.l.11 
.. / 

~ 
/ 

/ / ; 

• 

"/ 

- / L! 11::.'4 
" / 

/ // • / / 0 / 

' - I ' ; ~ J 'r IJ ___ _...._ ..... ~. 

/ 

. / / 
I r. 

,, / 

/ 

. / ...... 
l!J. I o r.f-> I 

/ 

. 

/ / 

/ / 

/ 

/ ; 
/ 

~ i / ., o,.. / 0 / / 

~ ( f'1 
J> / 

u Ji..- ........ •"--'11 ._; ~ 
/ / - / 

,P 

l; • 
• / 0 / .. ' 

o/o )>' • / 

........ ~ 04 ~,.. ·-
/ / / 

/ / / 

I • I • ( f' A 

/ ,.. 
.. II 

/ - / . 
l~I 

J> 0 / 

6 i • 

/ ~ / •/o' uJ• • ·.;. . "' 

0 / 

- ' 

( f' 0 

/ 

I.ii ( f'Y ,. 
. / / 

/ . / 
4 · 6 

/ 
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Chapter Nineteen 

Middle Weak Verbs 

St ems II, III, v, and VI are totally regular, and the weak 

letter behaves as a normal consonant. 
/ ~ / 

I I- /r;....; III- ~;u V-
/t // // 

// 

r _,_L; VI- r-' I • 

,,~".. // -' / I 
/ / / 

r>- • r-' • . 

I : Perfect 

/ ._; ,_> • --identical-- I~ * 

3ms : 
/ / 
,; l-..o + c~ 

ka-wa- ma--- ka- a- ma--- ka-ma 

.9 0 .Y 
cs: .. • ; +'J;i~e.< '~ ~P,.) . . + + + 

t 

contamination from imp(?) ha-wif-tu- - - ha- if-tu--hif- t u 
~ '~ 

I mperfect 

u I A 

,,? .,J / ,j / :; / / 

ind . (~ +C·,p~( O·,p~ ) .) - .., + D'ir7' (C'W' ) ._;~ 
/ 

.... . ' 
/ Y/ y / / / / 

subjunc. r ,.....Lt .) - .., 

' 
._;~ 

/ 

... ~ I / 0 // 
0 

juss(apoco) ~ + OP, '/DP.", ~ + O~P / ciz111 , l t ;,~ .. ,~~.l( ? ) 
,.T TT -

/ 
•• T' ... ..,. _ 

yak- wu- mu- - - yak- u- mu---ya- kii- mu. LOng forms do not apocopate. 



I mpera tive 

0 }} 

~ 
. / 

...L:i. 

j 

~,_; 
-/ 

)> 

1~,_; 

/ o 

u.r; :1lZ>iD .,. ' .. 

Part iciples 

Active : = 

/ 

Passive: .; - • • 
/ 

:P nD). •• 

Passive Verb 

All types are the same , since t hey take the same vowels . 

/ ~ / yo 

Perfect: J~ * + ~ ..::.~ 

,, / c , 

Imperf ect: r,_i-.: * 
) /, 

Ll-r - .Tussivez 

IV and X: The basic i dea i s t ha t ya/wa become X, and 

yi/wi become Y. 



Perfect : 

/ I 
r 

Pass . Perf': 

f-
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/ 
/ . 
.J I ~ I 

/ / 

..: I • / 

~ 
/ • 
..L...c; I 

/ 

i 
, { 

• I 
/ 

Imperfect : IV-

IV Jussive-

)' / 0 / 

x- r.;· - , 

ar-va-da---a- ra-da 

ur-wi- da---u- rI-da 

yur-wi-du---yu- rl-du 

. ~ 
.J ;-c 

/ 

' / 0 / 

X Jussive- ~ 

Pass. Imp: IV- JUr-va- du---yu- ra-du 

IV Jussive-

:; / / 

. .x- r ... 1 _..; _ . ---..: 
0 ,, 

X Jussive 
of/ o' . ; r 

Participle: 

Pass. Part: 
,J / , 
.J I_,-

~ . / / 

r· • 

mur-wi- dun--mu-rl-dun 

mur-wa- dun-mu-ra-dun 

Masdars in IV and X add a Ta Marbuta • • 
.y / / 
; .J I} 

~ 
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VII and VIII 

There is a •tension" between the vowel of R.l , and 

the vowel of weak R. 2 to see which will become the long vowel 

when R. 2 vanishes . The outcome i s that "A" dom.inates over 

n1n, which dominates over "U1'. 

/ / 0 

Perfect: ,, ~ I --to be lead in-qa-w.!-da--
in-qa-da 

Pass . Perf: 

/ 

/~ I --to be chosen 
; / 

/ 
c , 

I e i I 
/ 

/ 
0 ,,P . I ; • > 

/ 

..,? / 0 / 

un-qu-Wi-da---un-qI-da 
("I" dominates) 

I mperfect: VII- .J. 1 ; • ! c yan- qa- Wi- du---yan- qa-du 
("A" dominates) 

0 / 0 / 

VII Jussive- - . • 

.)1 / o/ 
VIII- } .. > "'"( 

e / • / 

VIII Jussive- ; • >-. 

,? / 0 j) 

Pass . Imperf : .J I ; . yun-qa- wa- du---yun- qa -du 
/ 0 _9 

~ I • > · : 

(remember the apocopation for all jussives that are 

not long forms) 

Active and Passive Part iciples are I dentical 

,J / • .) 

J I i · 4 mun-qa- Wi-dun (or mun- qa- wa-dun)---mun-qa-dun 
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Masdars are r egular, using a weak letter as R.2 • 
• _. 

J I ~ , 
/ 

,.,. / 

} : 
/ 

" 

> 

I 
b 
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Chapter henty 

Third Weak Verbs 

Arabic deals with weak verbs in several ways : 

1. it uses the weak letter as a normal consonant 

and forms a diphthong, e . g. (Hebrew hates diphthongs) 

2. it uses the weak letter t o form a long vowel , 
y .? / 

e.g. r ,_..l....: (Hebrew often does this , particularly in firs t 

weak verbs , e . g. 

(cf . 

weak I) 

/ 
/ / . 

3. it assimilates the weak letter, e . g. J--4...: ~ 
which is not a Pe- Nun, but rather a first 

.,S' / 

~. it drops the weak letter altogether, e . g. J---c ~ 
/ 

For the third weak verb , Arabic will employ chiefly met~~ds 

one and two , and in long form imperfects, method four as 

well. 



cs 

3ms 

3f s 

3md 

3fd 

3mp 

Qa1 Perfect 

"A" (Dipht hong) 

f'inal J f'inal cJ 
.? 0 // ..::..,_... ( 

all forms taking sllkiin 
on R .J follow the 
diphthong pattern. 

~ 
0 / / 

.- = < (m:,, ) 
T ' 

// ,,-.) 

/ / / /// 

I,_ < -regular-- L_. J 

"I"-(l.ong vowel)-"U" 

...:... . . 
/ 

iy---Y uy---lJ 
i.n all forms w1 th 
sukiin on R.3 

/ - / / )' / 
~ --regular-- J ;-- / 

0 / / .... . 
/ - / 
: . . 

/ 

,,, " ; / --regular-- / . 

Hebrew mixes the active and stative conjugations in its 

own t hird-weak Qal: ;iiP ... 

and ;i~~~ parallel the active 

n·~~ etc. and ~l~ parallel the stative. 

Qal Imperfect 

1. All third wa.w•s (whether active or stative)--"U" t ype. 

2. Active third 'Dl' s---"I'' t ype . 

3. "A" type actives and per fect "I" type statives---"A" type. 



cs 

subj 

juss 

2fs 

2mp 

subj 
& 

juss 

"U"---long vowel--- 111 11 

~ o~ 
·= < I , 

/ 
/ .,? 0 .. ,__< I -regular-

for imperative, 

/ 
0 .. 

l.T"4,; I - / 

/ 

,I " i r..r-4.) 
/ 

"A" (Diphthong) 

/ 
/ .. 
- I ~ 

/ 
./ 0. 
- I ~ 

of preformative. 

Invariable form never changes--

.? 0 / o/ /o~ 0 
/ / / .J> 

u>=• ( 0,..-r u, • 

verbal sUffix predominates 

over the weak letter .. '~ ~.., , ·nr.11 

any vestige of original weak 

letter is gone, 

. / / / / 
0 0 < - i.r:r • : rl '-:?"""? ~ 

.,? . / ~~/ / o/ 
I • -I-' < : i,_.r ,, . 

•tab- ka- yi-na- --tab-ka-i-na---tab-kai-na. Do not confus& 
,/. / ,,/ 

t his form with the invariable form u • ; . ; • They look 

i dentical , but in the 2fs, the DI. is from the verbal suffix, 

whereas in the invariable form, it i s part of the root. 
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Qa.1 Active Pa,.rticiple 

ms ra 

/ e / 

(~IL.JI) 
"/ 

,,. / / 

Lo-Ll 
/ 

,, / 

Le-Ll 
/ 

/ e/ 

(~IL.JI) -,,, 
! / / ... ___ .. u 

Qal Passive 

{ 
{ 

mp 

{ / / 

{ 0-r- Ll 
{ / 

{ 
{ 

f p 

~ / / 

..::.. L-.--Ll 
/ 

This is the same for all types , since the passive vowels are 

imposed. 

Perfect: 
./ ~ / / 
~ (like~) - / - / 

/ 0-' / 
Imperfect : v • < , (like 

Pass . Part: 

,.,. t / 

:.,..... .r- (mar- mu-yun---mar-mi-yun) 
- / 
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Derived Stems 

The final radical always appears as Ya, and the 

usual vowels are maintained. Note that the perfects t ake the 

final Yodh of derived stem Aramaic third weak perfects , in 

the form of an Alif Maqsura, but maintain the r egular "A" 
perfect theme vowel , as do the Hebrew third weak perfects. 

1!!!:t: IM.ic Is!· l!! 1!f 

II 
~ / 

u-!J 

/} -/ ,,,y . /,, . 
i.r- .r-" '-:- ) '-:-~ u-t~ 

/ / /; 

Ill 
/ / 

,_,..;'J 
/ p / / ,J t /JI 

~~ J 'J J)L; 
""" )L:; - / / , 

IV 
/ .. < 
~I 

".? 
/ • y ,,P • • 

' 
• 

'-?" 
h ~ ~I h . • u . • 
/ / ~ 

v 
~ //. 

u-t;-' "' 
/ // / _,/ • // .? : //JI . 

u-t.r-c '-:-~ '-:- _,_;...- ut .,....::.-
; 

./ / / 
,_,..; )L.; 

/ / / / 

,_,..; ~ 
/ // 

)L.; 
/ /.? 
~ 

t / / ,9 

,_,J~ VI 

VII 

VIII 

x 

J J 
P' 

// " 
.0 • I u / 

/ 0 / / " / .. ,I / .. JI 
" • . . - . , • . i y d' , 

' _,,,_._,/ " 
. • u • .. 

/ / ; 

// ~ 

i..r' , I .,,, 
/ . / / • / . ~ " / " 

p 
. • I t 

, . 
i..r' : ' c:--. .... . • u-· • . ./ 

/ ~ 

/ •/ • 
..,...s- I 

. wl 
/ 

. / . / . / 0 •/ " JI . " / 

~' - - ti . _, 
t' - - • i.:I' ' 

. 
/ . / / ~ 

II- to educate III-to meet IV-to give V-to be educa ted 

VI- t o mee t one another VII-to cease VIII-to desire 

X-to summon 

0 JI 

• 



II-

III-
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/ 

Mud.ars 

(or 

~ / 

VIII- • W · 

V-

0 

/ 

,., / . 
rr-·~I 

t-

x-
,, 
• I 

VI-

VII- • I • I 

/ < 
. • I 

When a pr onomi nal ~uffix ts added to a verb ending in 

Alif Maqsura, the Ali.f Maqsura changes to a r egular Al.it. 
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