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Report on Rabbinical Thesis of David R, PoveJ. l 
Entitled 

"'!'~ a Text-book for the lntemed.iate Graclee on Jevi!lh 
Lite in A&erlce • 

This U. a relat.ivel.)< ~hon tbesia ot leas than &:> pages ot text, 
di videct 1nto 12 chapters . The N.rat three deal vi th tho le&h a.nd pre•ent
day problems in t.11'1 area of Je1deh co......Uty lifo, Tiie ,..lance atteq>ta to 
proYida l.IM> besio tor a t.ertbook !or use Mi th the 1nteni...dlato aradee (Oradeo 
b-6) . 

The first portion la of IOllCh better qual\ty than tho last , In the 
urly chapten :.he author gives a good anal,yele or tho various teirta Uld 
approaches to the subject o! Jeviah d""'°ifl'&Pt1)' anti concludes tb.t the s7st
atio or ~hronological approach, thrcu1111 ro ... ,l Jwuh hl• to ry or • •tour ot 
Jewish organizatJ.ona, • is lacking ln ""levance to the lnt.erMOdiau lr6de oupU. 
Thn c111J .. dnn ....st. devel JP underst.andincs thu a ... gel'IMlne to theol b us
oenthlly his conclusion . Thero!ore a •ult.a ble taxt ,,..st .. bod¥ objecti voa 
11tllch leid the child i.o reel that the Jevhh co-unity rolatu to him and 
•er'V6s awm..1\-*-lle pumosn aa it atroote hu.. At the &&l!IO li1'18 Ile 11ust 
C°"" to understand. tho nature of thh C""""11\ity, Vl\y it 11 11 1t h And h1,D 
personal rolationship to it. 

The aut.hor proceeds to translate thue ideao 11•to the orooooed text. 
The n1no chapter• deal with the following •ubjectei dltf\oronoee and eimilar
lliee O.f peopleB I Where Al>lerican JeV& live Ind he»# thoy 0 1 n I U ving; the 
origins of A.,erican Jel'?'y, Hs dl.!ferent bac1<3rounds, and vhat each hu 
contributed to pl'eaent-d4y A"orican Joviah life; the reason• for a Jollish 
C0"'11Unity; the causeo to which wo contribute and vtul t IDOle of them do for 
people i nt he col!llllWUty1 llClllO bportant Jelli.oh contributor1 to American lite; 
a bird's- eye View of world Jevry a nd the Or&IJlbaUone thet help ii; vnnt the 
1nd1Vidu&l. ia e;cpect.ed to do a. • .,ember ot the Jewbh COllll'IUnity. The.se a ro 
111port,ant tce>ios and g<1niane to tho author's subject. 

llovever t ue treat...ent leavee a grut deal to be dee.l,-.d, The chap
ters are often quite sketch¥; eome are contusing becauae ot inadequate 
o rg11nhation (e.g., Chapter 6, "Where Do •1 COOIO Proa?•), The approach, de
aphe the a1,1thor 1 s dea i re, often departs .rr.,.. that or th<! child end his 
perspaclllre, am l'llll advant.age h not Uken in caaea wher& tt does deal vtt.h 
his concemo, as, !or instance, ln the M&tt.er of hOOI one ' a father Nkos a 
living (Chapwr 5). The style lllc...-111 tends to t alk down to the read5r or 
beclJle preachy in olacoe . 

Ad.,Hted1y thu lo not an uey text. to orepare . Ha'IY otha'll, aa the 
aut.hor hiiuelt ooint.a out, ha vu tmde t ho effort vi thout success . llor does uua 
11&le1'lal ov-arcme .,.., o! U~se difNcult.iea, Vh1 le tJwi ge&ls are "°und t.be 
axeeuu on hi ls to brine tbea off', , 

(continued n81tt. pace) 
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Yet the author llu udo a ;;ort~vhile e!fon. and tlis vorl< will un
doubtodl,y provo helpl\ll to other• in the field seeking to coce to grips 'tith 
t.Hcllin;i Jevbh c ....... ni ty ure t.o the intermediate grad1!s. 

[ recOl!l'lend tho accept.once o! Kr. Povell 1 s thesis . 

Sylvan D. Sehvartoaan 
Referee 
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r H:E.SI S DIGhST 

'l'his cn.,sis entitled "Townivl a 'l'e .. t - 000.: lot- t:he 

lncerml'dii.t e Gr nd es on J wt ar t.i fP in Ac.er.ice, • is o 

r &t. ('onse t o n ne" .1. _ ·" r e I ,; r·o te:ir~ ".>lu c1· '"'n l s with 

che s ubjec t ocher ~twn l>oro t n,y -md Davi<! l>x 1•l ore J ewish 

!:!..£!• Ce r tc11n nur e e tivn mm;orial s exi s t, s 1cn a a ,/rit. ' a 

JPwish De m<?rrool:v, but only i n a lirJ.Le I outline fa r . 

.;u 1·ricula used 1 n cno i<e l'or·n .,,ov ement, t urticul :irly i.t, , 

or ,.i ciol " rll i dr" or t h'! Un1oo or A.., e- r ic:in ,,,.1',.ew Co 1,.re

P'utionc ' 1:om1~ i 1Ja i nn on J owi oh F.<lucacion, hn vc sOJ•elv 

n"' r lec t e d the wholo urea of co ' u 1 l ty l ir'e . '.l'~1e !lub j Pct 

mott er 1u n l. t. he t• .. arr. of t he nisGorv c,ycle or i t. b<> comns 

D dry f 11ccuro!l ieocr il I. i on of orf"Dni: at i onc a nd in >1 t ~ tuti on11 . 

As ;.otnced out i11 cuu ti.c:iis . nu t orici es l r t 1H' t'iet d o f 

r e li1·iou1J on•l r•n1'1r r n l ••·lucatton hnvP l ' <l ; ,. , r ,. ·I r· o fi tno 

a rorooo\ d or .. r onch t:i nc i Lnc ~ r oo1 ?trlu o / no!' 1o~ s lt 

rPveal any ur lr·ro t 11• d i • .,, 01 r C>-o."oJes c • t s <'<'j "l 1- -avcho

lori co 1 rro~1th at- er• ' · 

. - ra t;od ...,hen unti u·he rt' t 1 r ~ o t i.c "' r r i t s i.!"c: l.,sinr? . 

b<'rins with t110 C'1ws t i on •.rno E'.1'1! y•e'"f This i s nr o Y.en dovm 

into e diecu.as1on of the individwil'a identity , hie fa!ldly, 

f r iends, school and p:enero.l i ntere11t11 . Howe ver , there are 

m9.Jl3 people in tile world and we a.re not al.l the arune. 

Differences exist in tel'llla of cultural practice, religious 

belief and basic ways of life , This baaic pa ttern of 

differences goes to mako up America . We who ara Jews are 

port of this pattern. 

i?rom here the thesis r:oes on to a <11scuss io11 of some 

focta and fi&'Uraa . Thia io oleo ho.nuled top ically. Jbere 

do we iive? How many are t here of us? How do we make 8 

llving? Is our method o! liv~lih:>oj dH!'erent than our 

neighbors, or t'rom the Jews of the past? 

We have e bep;inoi.ng, Where do our families como from? 

The thesis indicetee the roaeone for cominic to Amor i co, such 

es business op ortunities, adventure, freedom and so fortb. 

Our fami lies built this Jewish coriuaunity 1·10 now live in and 

in fact had s great share in tho building ot American lite. 

One a~rea of possible conrueion co Ameri can Jewish youth 

is the tension th.at exists between American identity Blld 

loyalty to the "Jewish c e omunity," The thesis at t e cipts to 

deal with t his problom, no t via apolor etice or ,propoganda, 

but through on ap9recio.t1on o! the co.: uniT;~'s role in their 

own lives and that of their !a:Ul1ea . T.ous the whole notion 

of "helpinJr , " "c harity, " "soci al .j ustice , • and si:Dilar 

value s 7gteme o.re incerwovon ~1th a description of Jowish 

cor..ciuniey life • 

World Jewry i s oleo touched uc on. \lithout goi~ into 

detail ~he thesis tr-Ya to relate tbe World Jewish co~uunity 



to the individual hore in America. Areas of common lnterest 

ore brought in, e . F. youth r rnuns , youth ca.n~s o.nd n common 

concern ror Jeviieh exiotence. The concept or "Tzeda.kah" 

is cxpnnded to the world s cene . The thesis closes with n 

brief chunter on a younr-stcr' s srecific role - for cxo .1ole , 

his O\'m dutiee and com.-itt -ents to the Je\1isn con:iunity. I 

Thia thesis is dedicated 
to the c9cory or rf1Y cothor- in-lew 

l!A..l{lE PAAHADl:.L - she woo a \'IOl!"nn ot 
ri~hteousnoss o.nd charity 

The. 1:riter rTaceful.Ly aclmowlodt"os the neln or his 
"'11 e Adrienne . rler uosia tonce woe invaluoblc 

::ihc was a constc.nt inopiration • 
ann ooneat critic . 
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Ci!A!'rER I 

Ih'TRODlJC'l'I ON 

Tue present project or devoloping a course of studies 

in Jewish ct1mmunity life is not built cerely on a desire 

f or creative writin~. but rother on llll aesWDotion that 

most current materials i n t he field toil to sati sfy, Prob

lems exist and t hev must be ~ot for the sake ot Jewish 

education and the child . A survey ot sample curricula 

and text-books wil l indicate the oroble~ existing in tte 

study of Jewish collllllunity lite. 

The curriculum C1f the Union ot Amer ' oem Hebrew 

Congregotiona1 a ppears to be booed on the asawnption that 

it o student is exposed to the texts , be will take aWIJ;/ 

the required knowledge to complete his learning. The 

approaClb is basically traditional . Although the curric

ulum represents a Liberal interprotatior. ot Judaism , it 

is intended to relate the child to a troditionaJ. under

s tanding ot scripture . 2 Pedagogy may be a ceans of 

i mplementing the curriculw:i, yet there appears to be little 

COrulectiOn between goal s and the 8U~y0S8d concern fOT 

developing "attitudes, habits llJld appreciation''~ in the 

clUld. The area of Jewish co1111:1unity Ute is 11erely a 

reflection of the "History" port of the course . Foll owing 

the pat tern of che total curriculum one discovers that 

1 
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t he s e c tion d ea linir with J e wisn c omrnuni t .r lif e shows no 

oyclic nl d nve lop1nent or i :11.c .,.,.;;t aoi;iva tion. Ve ry : ew 

r esour ces a:::-e of J°c red and tne whol e a p,;l'Oach is ori,·aniz 

ation , i nst itution centr ed . 4 

ln his Livint:t Judai s m; DI' . L.erin ::iu:.11 .. :i r i2es t.he i:oa l s 

f or o s tud.v of J ewish c o111 uru ey l ife as i ol .i.071s : b "'l'o 

p r ovide o;i,-ortunities fo r the chi l d t o relate himsel f 

c ~ontivol,y as an individuu l and ll:l a n•eanLcr of l\is 1 T Ollp 

t o the Ame r • : an waif or li.fe tl".t:O~!"h an emr : asis 1u •on 

s elected aspec ts of ~he Jr-w ~ sh ntlventures in A· e r i ca . " 

Dr . Z•H•ir. has t'OhC far to de .!lo ton tt'a1lc t he i ntegration 

of American J ewis h historv wibh the ~isto.r:r of this ooun tr.Y . 

1!hroue-h vat-i oua teelmin.ues und oedia Ile nc·l ps t he student 

l"1'in ce r t ain uncierat:wdi n11·s , such 11s . t nc J e ws ' role i n 

ear:i.y Ame r i c a , the develon•,,on t of col!Wlw w l ins;; i i;utious, the 

contribu tion of J ewis h persona lities . s n::l c110 rneanin;:: of 

Reform Judaism as v wa:r oi' li t e . !iis a!)pl.Ja '.l h or:esent s a 

stronr: oesP. fot· the o.r f u'.e111; chat che J ew is V" cy mu c h at 

home in Ame r ica . \rnfort111mtely , D"C" . Zeri n !ells into 1lhe 

san1P. :ii i; as ot lie r Jewish educators . A :1:•esem;11tion of t he 

c ont e nt 01' Jewish or:·ani zo.tion ,> ;inlj i n::ti cutions in ter ms 

o ! fect3 , fi"1l.re 3 a nd fw1c tions ioes not l end t o a releva nt 

or .,ean i oi.ful l u •r ninFr C1'!lerie:ice . 

An e ff1)'rt hos oocn ;,.a rte b~· llr. 

lar p:e u..'lit ap~ rouch , t o in~crrate the ! Acts of J ewish ex

ner i ence with the r•o l evancy of r,r,,sen ll lay Amer i can 

Jewi an l i t'e . 8 l'he nrimu ry Aim is co convey i n.s-i Jtt:s . f-.' o-r 

example, a study ot Jewish C01111llunity lite is not tau.gilt 

just as an illustration of modern histor,r. Rather , we 

tind it to be ¥n~t ot a unit cycle on Jewish social 

studies. The a p proach is basicall,y sound . 

One may question the material to be novered in 

relationship to specific grades. Would grade 2 students 

really be ready or interested in the qu~stion, •wnat 

Sfecial services are provided by our Jewish coramunity, e .g. 

vocational guidance or education or ~ew 4.mericans?9 The 

economic- social understandings hoped for in grade 6 are 

too profound for the average twe-lve year old.10 

Dr. Schwartzman does raise the right questions and 

p oints to real needs. However, the areas to be covered 

should be re-arranged into a 1oore t'lexi'tlle unit , adjustable 

to the related age levels. 

The philosophy of Toronto's Holy Blossom Temple•s11 

curriculum is completely experi mental within a context o.r 

a unit approach. 12 The c ourse on Jewish community life 

begins in grade 6 with a atudy of early Toronto Jewry and 

culminates in grade 7 with Jews ot Canada and World Jewry. 

Through the concept of a "Mi tzvah campaign• an attempt is 

made to examine the basis of fund raising and its function.13 
Unfortunately, the unit is too organization cent red . 

Some excellent features of bis approach are the many 

projects he suggests t o mak e the course a living experi

ence. 

The goals that Dr . Kurzband has set down in bis 

curriculum,
14 

paint a picture of the ideal in Religious 

I 

• 
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Education.15 The goal& promise that the c!tl.ld will 

develop a •religious approach to life and integrate 

,Tudaiam with American Li,.fe. 11 The confir·mand, we a.re told, 

will be an individual, well immersed in the "Jewiah 

Heritage•. 

Does the reality of the curriculUlii measure up to the 

high level or the g·oala? As far as tlistory is concerned 

the answer is negative. On the Junior High School Level, 

history is taught purely chronologically. Dr . i.(unband 

is perhap s more successt'ul in i:he lowei· grades, partic

ularly in the units ror grade 4 and 5. Tllese units based 

on a study of the Synagogue and Jewish LiJ:e carry with 

tbem excellent texts. There ia, however , an irrelevancy 

on the grade I level, which concentrates on "Jewish 

Festiva.ls and Bible Stories.'' It would have been better 

to have started with a more immediate experience, such a s 

the fOJDiliarity of a home, syn1.15ogue and sch.ool envir<Jnmen~. 

Hie unit on Jewisll col!U!luni ty life lacks a thread o! con

tinuity. Each section o! the unit, 16 - Tzedakab , Human 

Rights, Jewish Imll1igration , American Jewish Hall o! ?ame -

is worthy o! a1'tentioo, yet the i:;oal is not realiited . 

Dr. Kurzband does not tell what it ~e&.Ds to be a .full Jew 

at home in Am~rica. He does not answe~ the question 

~Ibo 8JD I in thio modern way of life? 

Any ourricu1Wl1, regardless of 1i:s v.aJ.ue can only set 

down goals , means and techniques. '.l'ext books are necessary 

to provide both resources and motivation to student and 

teacher. ln the field o! Jewish com.wunity life there are 

5 

few avaiJ.able, and of quesoionable value. 

An Anal~is of Some Text Books 
on Jeii Commun!ti Llte 

I. Alofain - The Stream or Jewish Life - Union of 

American Hebrew Congregations, 1957 : 'rhis book is en 

atbewpt to describe Jewish Institutional orpanizetions on 

a national level. Brie! surveys a.re made of tile major 

Jewish religious movements as well o.s the other seoular 

groups such as ~be Jewish Agency and American Jewish 

Congress. liistocy, fwiction a:id i>urpc..ees are J.nco:ui.orated 

i nto the e!fot•ts or the authoress as .she writes of the 

various bcr..ies. 

The age range is !or intermediates, sa_y 12- 13 yeare . 

However , the material ie compli..:ated enough to be or 

concern to an older age group. 

The format used ia the involvement of a device . The 

family expe~ience witn an Uncle Saul, Dan and Jerry take 

us through the stocy of American Jewish lite . 

The book is usable. It is not j)l'o-Reform nor is it 

anta~onistic . I would say that it does not depict j ust 

traditional Jews and can he used in a aefo~m Religious 

School. 

The main weakness or this book ia its lack of 

relevance. For example, concerning t~e state of Israel, 

much of the nature of American Jewish liJ:e has changed 

radically since the pu1>1ication or the book, The illus

trations are out dated 1.n dress and buildings. The book 

is also somewhat trite, as is orten the cese when oome 

-·~I 
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"coi:ch .1ev1ce" 1.s uoed . The only strenci:u is the foctWll 

~uiot'mation contai ned i n tnc. text . 

lI. Brnvur-:>M - C1•i11rcn o:' i:he .tt:!el: - .urro11 , 19~7: 

Tnie book to a ro:::11,;e of an earlier volu"te cnat '1ealt wii:h 

tne settle=ent of bnlucsi~ in ~olestin< . ~ ia on ettcc~ 

to develop o ri:c ture 01 tsrael ' o life •ln<1 ris~or:t . 

:ho boo.: •:: ni~.od et ... .in;i 11) •t:ir ul.u ·or t'ade 4 

or '; level. O!\ce 1'\Nl . 1 oweVE'" , "IC ··in·i -r.e une O! c.ic 

dovico. l'l·js ti"'e !tis cwir.a m10 rirvt> Cl'H~ ··: ..:o c.10-r 

put'ChtS t..:> :JCt. l(• lr1 a CO!Of'~I , ;,c rollO">" tt!C'.r 01VOn t"1..•.!•e.--; . 

Ao 1·a~ 011 i•'l s·1\i;r.1b.Uit·1 to concet·ne1, t .i.; 1 ,.. cnis 

on tho nru·~1 culnr t"cl>ofli 1 a •rd 1 oJo• i>v ,. .. , ~ ::- P n t•te .,tnce 

of J9~11ft l, .ne tn!r ~··,o~c co,~!:1 ia ita .ro · 0 1 ar.tl:... - :1ro 

srcol . l n t·1i.i ll l~t i ~ tecida i;u .lo vnr.Y 0110-::' <:h·d o~d 

rod\cn11.v !.i nnintic . Frobab1:11.o ·!·~ u-c-1t .;cre11 th l"l ch<' 

!r'I~" t'Otion of v;~r1ous r!cO!'rl'I <':. L·e:;si ina . 

J ll . .!'en:;in - ... ~_,,_t1£!13~llE. iHoce - J• 1 n11 111' 

:.. C'Oi.': :;) '.U. 

C011'1Lt'i<':J . 

rho boo. 0 .::lll>!lb l·1 n J. :l •olc ro .. on inu I' 

1r·c level. onv ll\•OU t: lr! feur.3 O!.! . . .o !O: .... t tS r.-r.nli 

of a :itor.r, irv,,J•1\u r. .. o,tr. b_ f ·1'l~t'J ....iel';iel, c 

rloce o.n1 Lno l; ll lr'l ">( •·; .,r, .. - ::-~·:rlC'J c n. Dr. 

Jonathan . 

.cc ..:..f rt> l.:'.l !IO >:crnt. 1w111 lo.bl" O!'l :iur 1'1 ;; ewry 

7 

one could conclude that tho book fulfillo an important 

!unctiOll. However, it naturally neglects the State of 

Israel. I t would be helpful to supplement with •Keeping 

Posted. " 

Other than the fact that it 1s slightly dated the 

book tends to be more of a traveloliUe than o atudy of 

wor l d Jewry. Of couree II.DJ' information on the subject i s 

welcooed. 

~:IV. Weitz - Jewish Demop:rap!;y - Hebr ew Union College, 

The purpose is to develop s ~o~ontinl teachir~ gui de 

foi· a course <'n tho J ewish life o! CinciDru1.ti . I ts 

rvreatest use i s pr obably for an upper intermediate grade 

level - 12 to 14 years old . The !or!!Ult ia a combination 

of sociological facts, oomouni t;y interest stories, lesso11 

plans and projects . 

It is the only nvsiloblo muterial that deals in a 

ciirect Vl8'f wi t h a Jewish community , other i:hsn through the 

use of a s t ory form . It is quite applicable to the 

religious school . The i;reot problem with this book is its 

dot ing, having been written in 1935. 

V. Edidin - Rebuilding Palestine - Behrman , 19)9: 

The purpose of this boor. ie to instil ~tii:hin Jel'liah 

children or the Diaspora a concern !or Palestine ( i.e . sO· · 

called at time of printin&) • 

Tbis is !or a hi>h- school level, BllJ' at about age 

15- 16. It i s fairly narrative with an historical and 

sociological approach . As a reference book to early 

Zionis~ activities and the development of Palestine it baa 

J 

.! 
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The main ahortcominr is i i:s Zionist propagandi:. and 

ideolop;y. It also tends to discuss issues which are no 

longer a problem. I ts strength lies as a reference teXl', 

but only in t he hands of a broad ainded and well- intor1Dl!d 

teacher . 

VI. Conovit: - Dorotl!y and David Elc1>lore Jewish Life -

Union of .lmerica.n l!ebrew Congregations, 1957: Although 

this book b.;s been revise~ from an orit:inal and ee.rly 

printing (1938) 1 nevertheless t ho pur~ose is the same. It 

attempts to introduce the child t o the function and pur

poses of Jewish communal life. 

In all likelihood t his volwne i s to be used vdth o.n 

inter modiate ago levol (12-1' yeors). The approach io 

that of the "device"; two s tory book characters and their 

trip through cominu.nity agencies. 

Other t han 'lleitz's"Jewish Demography," toere is little 

else available as a reference f or a course on Jewish 

communal life . I t i a suitable if it :na.kes sense to the 

group in r e l at i onship to t heir own coa:J:!unity, 

The main problem is the s&Ueneas of each chapter. A 

similar technique i a used a gain and again, in and out of 

one agency and or£ani~atioo after another. The cain 

strength i a the potent ial for proj ects and discussions at 

the cloae of each chapter. 

Thua without reiterat~ng an analysis of curricula 

and text-boo~a we can conc l ude t!ult there i s a problem. 

The proolem involves oreatiJlg a course of studies or text 

-

--

9 

for the i.nter l'ledio te P-rndoa on Jewioh community Ute . •rhis 

poses certain questions. Are educatoro concerned about 

the problem? I t so , who t do tney s~y noout it? What 

noout the field of ~eneral e~ucati oo7 Dnoa t hi$ offer any 

11 n roach to tne :•rnbl em? 

1 

.. 
• 
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POOl'iiOl'ES - CHAM'ER 1 

lsugane &. Borowicz , The Curriculw:i for the Jewish 
Re lisious School (tlew York: Union or American HebreVI 
Conrregotions, 1959) 

2I b1d . , ;i . 2 . 

3Ib1d., n . 12 . 

4Ibi d. , pp . ;2-;3 . 

5Edwe.rd Z.erin , "Livinp- Jud.eiom," (an e;:perLaentsl 
edition of the curriculuw, Tem9lo o ' nai JeshurWl, Des 
Moines, I owo , 1958) 

Gibid ., Incroduction , n. l . 

?sylvan i). Schwart1.1man, l'oward a New Curriculum for 
the One-Day-A-Ne ek ~eliKiOUS School r cincinnati, Ohio: 
Hebrew Onion Col Iti·o Press, 1':155) 

(ilbid •• p .10 . 

91bid •• o. 21 . 

lOlbid •• t . 26 . 

11tt . w. \llorschaucr, "use :iol,v lllo;;so::i . e<Aple 1.;ut·ricu11.l.'ll," 
(unt>ubliahed. ourriculu.o:i , b:y t ne out: •o r 1 .:cl:r Elos:;o11 .em r 1 .. . 
'l!oronto) 

l2Ibid . , 1.inde r r art.en , grade ~ , ~:>je 4 • 

l 4roby .. . 1.urzband, Adoi11.lst:t•ation of a =<el1~ic.us .;;cnool 
(White Heins , !l . Y., .Jewish CO." udt;1 t:cntel', l'f:i3' 

15rbid . ' p . ? . 

10I bid., n. U\. 

ClHAP5il II 

I?ml0WC7?10!! ( Contipue\\) 

Articles have been written in such journal• aa the 

"Jewish Teacher• and "Jewish Education" that are rele

vant to our concern. As early as 1932 an excellent 

article appeared in Jewish E4ucation vi:i •ith the title 

"A Retrogres sive Approach in TeachiDg Jewish History.• 

Stranguly enough this article wae written befor e the 

publicat ion ot moat taxt-'booka on Jewish history, a.ll of 

which seem to ignore any suggestions made by t he author. 

Be points out that the traditional organization ot Jew14h 

history does not find its starting point i.n ~ conacioua 

or WlCOnacious need of the Jewish child . 1 The wri~er 

SUI.lie up the deeired goal for the teaching ot modern Jew1sh 

life and/or history by saying "Whatever the aims of history 

teaching may be, we feel that the Jewish Jchool must look 

steadily forward to one need &.I.one : an appreciation and 

under standing in the child or ttle various pr oblems and 

situations 1n modern Jewish life - the starting point here 

is not the fact, but tho question. The guide is not the 

content of history , but the content of yoWlg Jewish m.inda.•2 

The author demonstrates that ~ aystei:a that Rtarte 

from the past and drags up to the present ie radically 

miaarranged. Thus he ofi era a topical approach to history, 

quite applicable t o a study of Jewish co!!Ulunii:y life.3 

An article that appeared in J ewish Education vii1i , 

by Kahn, pointed out tho problems associated with teaching 

lt 
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Jewish history and Jewish l i.fe . The author suggested that 

knowledge a1one is not enout·h, but ther e must be e concern 

for attitudes and understandins. Pacts and dates are not 

sufficient~ A study of Jewish life should r elo.te to t he 

environment of the learner . The solut ion l\o.hn off ers is 

basic o.nd yr ovides p:ood motivation for learninr. . liis 

apnroach rune on e series of ~ueutions and problems con

cer ning Jewiel:l li.fe related to institutiona of t he present 

" and past. · 

The Text Book An11lysis of th.e American Council for 

Ju.deism off ers a leBitimnte criticism or ''Dorothy and 

David Ex:;:>lore Jewish Lif e . " They show how the book .,rovidee 
6 11 ttle or r:o picture ot o. lar["er and 1nte8'.t'nted society• 

Also as the critique points out no distinction is made 

between the Jewish relir,ion and secular Jad<:ism. 

Dr, Toby 1'.ur :iband. 7 who is an experienced Jewish 

educator, r ecognizes the fllti lit;y in atte.:pting to nut 

bistory across chronoloµ-ically . Althouf!h he 91·ovides no 

sol ution to the absence of o text, he does oi":°ol,' some 

approaches to a study or Jewish life . il ia tochniqu.s cen

tres about problellls 11>nd events . For example, in 110 art i.::le 

written durin~ World \'/or Il he suggests as motivation to 

learning: "What tbis war means to u.i ," ".Yhat the Four 

Fr eedoms mean to us as Jews", or '1How the Jews 1ui:e~n to 

be in J.:ner ica ." 

These techninues lead .is into s Jewl sll oot:llllunity life 

unit , One aw.y begin wl.th yroj octs such es a rair.i ly tree , 

a pic~.ire gallery, or albull! . Perbaos one ~ia:r interview a 

yarent or obtain a biography of an immigrant. T.heae 

suggestions oi't'er a ::ieans to an understandable study of 

Jewish community 11-fe. 

The Insights or Gener al Eduostion 

Strangely enough the pedagogic means !or which we 

yearn in Jewish education have been in practice tor years 

in general education. 

en~ of the reasons !or t his is that t he curricula 

didplay an obvious awaroness of ce~tain charact er istics 

related to the social development of F.rade 5 and 6 pupils. 8 

The charactPristics are worthy of mention at thi~ point , 

for they do hold sie;n ifiC4Dce for a study course on comm

unity life. Thus we may surumari::e sollle of the more 

i mportant as foLows:-

A. A developine; sense of conscience and 
morality . 

n. A d~velopment of concepts necessary 
for doily livin~. 

C. OevelopinF attitudes or social respon
sibility. 

o. Learning an appropr iate social xole. 

However. beyond this level of basic psychological 

r eality i s the curriculum itself , for example the~ 

Studies Bulletin of the Cincinnat i Public Schools.9 The 

insights off ered are moat valuable to an understanding of 

our pr oblem. 

?iTst or all the curriculum i s based on a sound edu

cational philoeci:phy . It ore;aniMs "r-cnsral understandings 

around the physic,al, mental , social and emotional as pects 

o! child f"I'Owth and development.';tO Social StUdies ar e 
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baaed on definite goals . These goals aim at a davelopment 

of the individual's personality and capabilities as well 

as to help him learn a social and spiritual value system. 

One unit is concerned with the theme of "Getting to 

Know Junior High School." The beginning poir.t is that of 

the f9.llli.liar in the yoWli;ster 's wor.J.d . Altother Wlit 

entitled "Thia Land of Ours" is not j ust a course in dry 

chronological histo~ , out strives to develop certain ai ms 

and understandings. For example, the child i s taught the 

relati onship between i;eof\l'a'phical factors ru1d a standard of 

living . He learns to va . ue privil eges and res11onsibilities 

of a citizen in a 1eni., cl'ac;y. 11 

The section on the local communi t y i s of interest to 

us . The theme i s "Living in a i!odern Ci i;y." •l'he children 

discover, through personal i nvolvement and exper ience the 

ways in which a cl ty runs, Y1i t h all its benefits and 

difficulties . Certain ques t ions are nosed , such es , where 

does my water supply come i'rom, or what does a city 

mana&er do? These are real , livin~ concerns for an in-

quisitive child. 

Anoi.her ;.eneral curriculum displ~s further under

standings present in e s tudy of co"'"1unity life.12 Through 

a course on "civics" the student lenrns the relutlonship 

between society and the individual. Answers are sciught to 

the question; "How do we solve the oany problems present 

in our colDl!lunity"? Such a concern is not at all removed 

from the child's world. A study of t he .AY.ron,O. COlllJ!lunity 

for instance, ma..:es history o.I' early settlement as excit-

15 

ing as Daniel Boone or a cowboy Wld Indian epic. Another 

interesting technique ~a the use made of the yellow 

.!Jegee of the telephone directory. The child looks up 

local businesses i .n aid to answer the question "What Kinda 

of products are made in Akron"? 
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FOOTNOTl:S - CHAPI'BR II 

1;.. Se e-al, "A rietro r ressive An?roo.ch to Jf>\'/iGn Ji ·to>:y," 
Jo~lish Bd· .. co.tion, VI (Jonuan- - nrcll , 1<atio1U11 Cowi;:ll for 
J ewish Educati on, lq,5) p . ?? . 

2tbid ., p . ?i. 

; Ibid •. p . ,'> . 

41L IL iioh n , •·A FTob!r::i Ar r:ioch to i:h•• l'cocnlr.f' or 
J owish Iii s t ory , " Jcwinh :::h1cction, YlJ (JDnu:i!";'1- :.:nrch , 
Notional Council 1'or J ed:ih !:.ducatior. , 19':>6~ " ·'•l . 

5Ibid., p . 51 . 

6 
1rext-3onk Analy:iio - A~1r, ricon "ou11cil f ::>r J.ttioiu~ 

( AmA r icen Co,,ncil for J uc!oism , New York , 1'15- ?) 

?.~oby , "ul'zb11:1d, "l-rojcct: in Ame:-icnn Jer1ish 1'.ist nry, " 
Jcwioh Educut;ion . X (h 1>ril-Jun<' , .focj onol Co111>cil f or 
Je;:;TS!lEducutl on, l •i40) • , l b . 

Srrom an outline 1.1·ei1orcd oy c<ahlii Le o~o.ril 1.!'JVita: , 
l!cbr oVI Union Co 1 lero , r-1 1d bnccd on .1avi ri•11r sc , tlu. :i.n Devc l.,,,.,rnt 
Q.!!!L_~j.on (Lonr-::1u11" Grrrn , l 'l5') 

qsac•.111 3tudiec ..:ui-riculum Bulletin, uradcL.2:::;1 
{Cil"c~~ rn1c3chooln, 19'>ti) ___ ---

lOlbtrt ., p . 5 . 

11Tbid , . 1 • l C.V 

12cur··i c • lun !in.,1 onl~ . 3ocial .3t udies, r. l .. ;ncntnry lirnd .. s 
( Al~ron" hibli " Schoch . A hon , Ohio, 1958) • .r.---

Ii 

CatPrER UI 

Stn.cWiI 4N1> PROl'<).O!JJ! 

Our eWllll8.l'y of cne anal.7e1a ot aample curricula , the 

opinions ot educators ill tbs religious education field , 

and the inaighte ot general education oould be summarized 

oe follows:-

1. Uost o! the curricula that concern them

selves wi th •Jewish community life , " do ao 

either through a atudy of inetitutiona or 

as a unit on .lmerican Jewish hiato17. Th i e 

latter apy.roach ia uaually chronological, 

related to the "history cycle," 

2 . Text- books ar" 1111111.eJ i1; uumber and doted. 

There is also the problem ot r e l ev8Jlcy, that 

i&, what is true for one cocuaunity ia uot 

the case for another , 

; . Jewl ab educators ure aware or the problems 

connected with che teaching or J'wieh c om

m•mity lire lllld/oi- codem Jewieh his t ory. 

Uni'ori;unately, no analysis bas gone beyond 

critique and evaluation . There is some 

evidenoe of prac:ical su.gseetion and even 

outlined units; however, no text- booke 

have arisen to meet the pr oblem llLd its 

17 

11 

-
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challoni.re. 

4. In tho field of ~enerol education there 

aeema to be a more pror ressive o.nd relevant 

ap>roacb co cbe tonch!nR o! cotll:luni"Y l ife . 

There ie an involvement or che child with 

hie r eality o.nd com:>.UD1ty eX}>e.I'ience . 

~. One can conclude chat a new set o.f goLB ure 

necessary in an attempt co create a text-book 

dealing with Je•ish com:nwlity lire. Tbeso 

goal6 should be meanin~ful co the youngster 

wbo may read such a book. 

What Aro Theso Goals? 

A. To direct the mntorinl to the child's re

ality - his interesta and concerns, not that 

o! history , personalitieD or faces !or their 

own snko. 

a. To inspire a youncster co feel tha• conte~

oorory Jewish life is worthy of personal 

co:m:iit t mont co l ea causes. 

c. •ro help answer a basic question "\'/hat does i t 

meo.n co !lo a. Jew in Ai.:erica"? Thls could be 

in teri:s of tbe following:-

A child and his fa=ily are inextricablJ 

bound up •111. t h Al:leri can ni si;or y . 

ii . As o.n American J e.,, a younr scer rear.ands 

to the oame stimul i as his fel l ows , 

iii . One can be "different" , e. g . as a Jaw, 

- . - -- --- ~_.=.___ ~ """'-- =-- · -

19 

and stil l be vory much ot homo in Amer i ca . 

O. 1'0 hove on understandin~· or orif'in - i.e. 

""here one hos coi::e from . 11 

E . To undero;ond one ' s Dllvoicol relotionehio 

co fellow Jews here end 1.n i;he •.?orld . 

F · To r.no;•1 and 11"". reciate the concr.· t of J ewish 

CO!!l."luniCV life , 

G. To helr ll :voun• ater rccli::c no~ n13 Jewiell 

co~~unity can hol1 hi~. T•lJ is ~niood 

tnrou••h s11 <Ul tcrctu..,,U n1· 01 cortnin dyn111:1ic 

i.nstituc ir>ns - e . 1•. in tllll ore::t or r.hil1rn

t l1 ro1 •Y , welfore , nr:iltn , ·l<.foncc , inter-

roi ch, ;·e l 1·~ '·Un , r.duoo t .• on o.nrl recL·1111ci a1w.1 . 

ri . .;onvcro()l.Y to i mbreaa a nood upon tho child 

"to want co help. " 

1. To con•e to ,..,, t'oc1oto tho n1iw r ote o! 1wo

tes;:ionuls in hia lire - e , ,, . 11 .labbi, " 

11 .::iociol wor!tcr," '1Jewish ceocher . " 

J • ·:ro hcln a :1oun1·ate r l'Oin a nero oct .l. vc on 

v.orld Jewry . 

1'rtese ooals co.ild oe intef rate>d into oucn a t e-xt os 

fol.0113 1 1. t:hr, s ucce"d-nr cnont c r :; . bcaicolly che nn!·roocn 

c entN>S about o nuzocr 01 o~oot1ono directed to tho younr

c ccr's concern and ~~erest . 5ome ot tnese ora:-

i • •lner e do j and ey comi.uni CJ co1.1e !ro~? 

ii . ''here do we live? 

i ii. ~by do we live here? 

i v . B QW does ey fo t ller make nie 11 vine-? 

L • 
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v. Have Jews always earued tbeir l l,ving 

tbia way? 

vi. Why a Jewish comDunity'l 

vii. What if I needed help? 

viii. Wbat doaa the coai:unity do for mu? 

ix. Wb.,y he lp world Jewry? 

x. What does it all nean to Qe? 

WHO ARE WE? 

At first thou~ht it appears ~Jlot the answer is a 

simplP one . I am either a hoy or a girl. But r eally it 

goes much deeper than this; we a.re more than j ust "boys 

or girls" . For the question "lllho a.re we?" asks that we 

t e ll something about ourselves. 

What Can We Say? 

There are some things wo co.n Oa:f with certainty. 

To begin with 1~e are part of a fwnily . Perllsps with 

br others or sistero we live i n a home t~getber wi th our 

parents. }low t his shoul d not be tllken fur gTanted , 

because the family is a very special part or society . In 

fact Judaism with its cuotoms, ceremonies and even edu

cation revolves bosical)y around tho family. 

Uost ot us go to school . 'Ne ore students, learning 

about life from the beginni~ o! time right up to this 

atomic and s~ace age. The wonders of science or the 

beauty of language and literature fills our llliD.dD and 

imaginations each and every dBJ'. At school we lllllJ' discover 

that we possess special abilities. So we pla,y sports , act 

in plays, 1rrite for the acbool paper o.nd may even be a 

member of the student council, 

Of real importwice is tho realization that we are 

2 1 
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not alone. We live in a city that has other young people 

like ourselves; many of whom become our friends . Some of 

these friends are just school chums . We may Sa:f "hl" or 

"see you" to them. However, others a.re vecy close. They 

are the onee we invite over to the house to play or t o 

listen to records or just to wotch T .V. OUx friends may 

be Jewish like each of us: then e.gnin we may be .friends 

with somebody of a different religion or whose skin i'1 not 

the same co' or as our own. 

What Do \Ve lfave In Common? 

There are many experi ences ttun we snare vi i th our 

friends. We may r-o to the same scbool. Vie viorship God 

and practise oll.r oarticular reli r"ions . One person may go 

to e. church and another to a syne~of(Ue or temple. Also 

we en,joy much of life the se.ce way. 'lie like movies, 

television, ice-cream and baseball e.nd al l else that makes 

lite fun . The r.roblems of our ciey or nation e.t't'ec·t us 

al l • If tnere i s a t.re.gedy or war t:hen \'le all suffer. 

When our cou.nt::-y needs us we are r eady to heln, f r om joi n

ing the Boy Scouts to havinp; n bir brm;her in che army , 

navy o~ air- force . 

Are We Diff erent? 

Is it r irht for us to spua,~ or di!'ferences"; Yen, a.ml 

tbie should not be surnrising , for nobody is really the 

same. Thin.I< for a moment of your eXl>eriences at school. 

Are t here not some subj ects t hat you like or do bett~ the..n 

others. Perhaps rou. enjoy mathematics or science. Another 

classmate mBJ consider.poetr,y or literature as the moat 

enjoyable course that is offered. One peraon m.a.y like to 

spend extr a - curricular hours on the basketball court or in 

the swimming pool while someone else spends his time with 

the drama club or debating group. Just think for a mo

ment the differences in ~ood tastes . Ohocolste ice-cream 

m8'( be your favorite choice and yet some other person cannot 

stand the flavor, Our dif1'erencea \Yill always be with us; 

from the fri ends we choose to ·the music we listen to, a.nd 

in fact just about in every facet of our life. 

People Are Difi'erent Tool 

What we mean is that there are different types or 

;>eople. For example not everybody loolca the same . Some 

e.re dark, others are red and stil.l othe't's have a yellowish 

tinted akin. /ile.ny e.re "white• but not e'\fen that ia def

inite. People go under different headings; Negro, 

Oriental, Indio.n. People e.re different because of religion. 

One survey on. com'pe.rat!ve religion demonetx-ated that 

Americans are associated wi th e.t lee.st three hWldred 

religious groups. 1 

What About Theix- Di.fferent We.ye Of Life? 

Did you know that moat people in the viorld sleep on 

tbe ground? Millions ot people use c piece of' wood %or a 

pillow. There are people who consider tnilk a diegusting 

liquid. There e.re hundreds of millions or people wbo are 

wiable to read. Some peopl e in the world wear hardly an,y 

clothes, while ot ners conceal virtual.J.y every conseale.ble 
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part of tb.e bod,y . 2 

4 ltb.ough tb.eae examples are strange to us , nevertb.e

l••• even here in thia country there are "wuys ot lit•" 

that aeem quite cUit erent and au.rprising . .Jne religion 

tor elC&JllPlO will not allow blood trans!u&io.l. St:ill 

ano~her retuaae t o plQ' allegiance to the tlng. Certain 

religioue aacta such aa the Uennonites 'Ifil l not bear arma, 

take oaths, o.od also rej ect all worldly conveniences . Zbe 

group is marked by ailllplicity or dress aDd habit. 

To be di!rerent ia not necessarily the sign o! eccen-

1'ricity. A•nar i ca is uade up or all (P'oups and manners or 

living . One can have a israndtatller from Poland , Engle.ad, 

I1'aly or Germany and still be All!erican . One's religion 

could be Protestant, Catholic or Jew but we all hava one 

country. 

Therefore - Who Are l'/e] 

There i s nn annwor llo this que:;tion. !le are Auericuns 

and somet bins more - we are Jewa . Vie are members of an 

important "rel i gi ous ethnic t";rOUp", t hut is we are a people 

and a religion who have developed and continue llO create 

institution& for worship , l earning Wld s ocial welfare. '.7e 

may live like ol l other Al:leri cana, but we nave our 0 1in 'Ila:! 

of l ife tool To l:now thi s way or life we oust f i r s t 

att empt t o discover i ts whereubou~s . 

--- ~ -_ -
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FOOrNOT.E:S - CRAPl'ER IV 

1!i.!1i;on Q , lii ller and Sylvan o. ScbwartzlllAn. Our 
R,e .lir?-on and OUr Nei ghbora ( He•p Yor k. Union ot uerICa n 
nebrew COnf"l'erationa , lG5q) n.10 . 

;>~s"le.Y_1.loni;a,-u , l'he One .hadon Linr~: Whai; We Know 
About a ace, (Now Yor Y.:Aili;l:- Def ai:iation ~rue 1951) 
TEI a is a ne.::,.,hlct t1ith on exc(' • 1ont discnnsion ' about t he 
va rietlea or cultW'as that cxiot . 

- , 

• 
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\YHE!Ul DO -1/E LI VE? 

J ewish col:ll!lu.nities lille our 01?n are round ~ evecy 

state or the United States, with an estimated total or 

5 , :SG? ,000 Jews. 1 Soos states have a very large population 

as:-

New Yorl< 

California 

Pennsylvania 

Haw Jersey 

Illinois 

Other s Are ~uite Small:-

Hawaii 

South Dakota 

Wyomins 

Uontana 

Alaska 

ldaho 

Then Others £re Somewhat Averase:-

Ohio 

Maryland 

!Jichigan 
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~ .413,500 

524,900 

45£1 ,000 

314,200 

2'37 ,800 

1 ,000 

900 

soo 
&00 

300 

;oo 

161,600 

ll8,000 

101 ,800 

27 

In What Cities Do We Live? 

Nearl,y half or the tive million Jews live in New 

York City, In tact tb.ia metropolis poaseaaaa the 

greataet Jewish cocmunity in the world . At first new 

imt:.igrants crowded together in the tenement diaerict or 

the lower east side. As the years went on Jews moved to 

other sections or the city - Bronx, l!anhattan, Long 

Island. Todicy- 90'"' or all c1 ties and towns in Americc. in

clude Jews in their populations . ~ 

Are We Remembered? 

Later we shall learn about some "giants" or our 

American Judaism . It is noteworthy st this point to men

tion some historic oices or monu1;1ents associat.ed with Jews 

or this cou.ntry.4 

1! you are in Boston visit the chapel or Boston 

University ' s School or 'l'heoloSY. There you will find s 

stained glass baloouy window 1'ra1:1ing a medallion pictur

ing Rabbi Alexander D. Goodo o.nd the three other World War 

II chaplains who sacrificed chemeelvee for tneir men. 

Driv~ through Nevada, you will notice im::iortalized 

on Uou.nt Davidson a i:ian by the nlll:l8 or Ben Davidson, one 

o! the participants in the !irst Jewish religious 

serV1ce in San Prnnoisco 1.n 1849. 

I n the ~root rocunda o! our capitol building in 

Washington D. C. are the statues or Kencuck;y'a two moat 

disti!lSUiahed sons , Henry Clay and Ephraim UcDowell; both 

were ci!ts o! an official of the U.A.H.C. 
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On the great plaza in fr ont of the Comoerce Depart

ment buildin{I; stande t he Oscar 3 . Strous tlecorial , ho1or

i ng the first Jaw n.n.iod to a P:'esident's cabin~t . 

In Cincinnati, Ohio , we find the Hebrew Union 

College and the .lmcr ican Jewish Archives . These ore two 

of the cain roli~.ious and educat ional ce~ters for aeror m 

Judaism . 

Are There Jewish Fal'!:lera Today? 

Unlil<d our ancestors of tvo t house.nd years 060 , we 

J ews in A:!lerica are not rcal.ly te.r111ors. In ancient 

Palescine the "Jowa" wore a neonle of the land . Amos, 

that r-reot proohot or social .i us1;1ce was tti.::lsel f o bumble 

shepher d in Tc Koe. I n t oct :~any or the command.J.1on1;a i n 

the Bibl e are dJ.rected to iin ur r i culi;•ual society . r/c 

all know tho <:ommand.lentu "'rhou ahal & 110& covet •.. •• ". 

This ~cos on to refer oo not only a nei~hbors ' house , Exodus 

wife , mnnservant CJr !lllli:lsorvani: but t:i s o:: and ais oss . 20 :t4 

1¢Vit!C'.!J; 
The book of Leviticuo, s pcc1ficn.lJ.y i;nc zloli!'lCS<l wO~e . 1~ 

tulka of reapini;; the 11arvesi; of ;toil° land, " ou shall not 

wholl y reap the curner o of yo~r fields. nei tner shn!l you 

f"G thor uo the i::leaninr or your ha_"Ves'c:, " 1'aese are =6-

nificient ideas of chari t;y and justice , whose meoiiiar 

r eco.1.ns with us . 

u erico is very much 11 !araiQ(' ruition. This country 

ta.tus .-reat pride in t ne ~reps pr oduced and i:he cattle we 

breed . '?ar:n1ni; io a r-roet industr"J in Aoerica . Wily are 

we not part 01· h? 
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I n the first place we o.ro not used to thi s way or 

lira. Asi de from thei r experience in Palestine, J ews were 

excluded from agriculture or the right to own !arme. The 

fact s were quit e t o the contrary. Jewish merchants were 

the chief representatlves1u' t he co=ercial activity of 

city l ife . 5 Al t hough surprisingl.,Y enough there i s aome 

evidence that Jews or Persia did posooss ol ive or<:ho.rda 

a nd tbet Jewish gardners were or ouch excellence t hat they 

were employed by non-Jewish landowners. & 

Another !act to keep in min1 is that Jews were 

confined to s pecific sections or cer tain lar~e cities . The 

occu;>a tions they were restricted t o wero a fOJ.• c ry t:rom 

ro.rnling - namely peddling , mcney lending and dealing in old 

clothea . 7 

When Jews iuuni ,:-rnted t o Amerioa the;y were totally un

prepared to handle !arming as their way of life. As noted , 

their background leaned !llore to business and as we shall 

discover , to professions and to skilled trades. Still 

t here were attempts at "agriculturing" t he Jew. I n !act 

t nere is still evidence or an interes t in ro.rming and 

agriculture among Jews . It ~ be o! surprise t o l earn 

that there are over 100,000 J ewish t'ar:ie in the U.S.A. 

toda;r.8 

'l'bia i a no large f igure ln terme ot the total !arm

ing population. Yet consi dering tbD.t we Jews , tor historic 

and practical reaeona, are city dwellers, it is quite a 

reprasentat1on .9 
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ln Isrnel todny arricul=re serves as •:ne basis o f 

the national 111'e. Th" acric-r<"~onts ot Oil!' ;ieoole i n 

tnat little country sin~e 194ti are unbelicrvable . dowever, 

in Americn J e ws turned to o-i;her wa.vs or u.n .~ir r a livini;, 

a.nd with outsi;andinit succ-es.;i . 

.t? ow DE J ews 1':o.rn Tlleir Livinr '/ 

Did you know 1.hnt o tbousanrt veo. rs al'"O i.ncrP were 

Peally cwo Jewi s h corn. un itiea·1 One of cr~ese iP.ve lopcd in 

the Sout!:ern ! nd i:.USCf'rn lond t (ol c was ... o$1 ern d".l'li!•:'o t.e~l , 

ond the othr.r .n cue 1: ri stian enviroiinen t oi' t :u :, ~rtl . 1 

\Vest. The "Sonthern" J r ws wrre 3e!'Llll"di m. .:i<>on '"C :;ha 11 

st>e how t Heir 1esct'ln,jonto inf l 11Pnc<>·J Americ11r, J nv1on l ife . 

The Se1;hardl m rt i n a r:"e~t !t'lnl to udvuncc t!le ·t·('at cul 

ture of n rt, philosoo1~·1 1 11 c"r11turc und ocicnce jn cl1e 

.. mslem world . ·1nn.v of t~ e 3c !wrdil'l '..lnve 11 t-d tPl ~"1' " os 

rncrcllants and <' VP.I" n 1·ii ni .1t r otora of the L.o>.:l e::. r-·::iir~ , 

called, we r e 11ot ns 1,;fl•Jert;.aJ u r•on t i1e "cut-i;ur nl li.l'e" 

of t?lC c o 1uricy . i':-.ey di·L • l\'1e v r r\ er-for m v!cl"J J'uP.c

t'o!ls ln t;!lc ~rrr. ..,t t r ·1 Sr nnrl co r ... r;f' . ) () 

$ent has given them a epeciu1 t r ai 1in· i n uuoincss :irts . 

~er.ae or co .. 111~! -c-- • 

How Do Anericon .iews L.ake J.. Livinr-7 

How ioes .vou r l'a turr moi':c a 1 ' vi nr-"( II" co•:J.<I rn-

~ -.~_~·~---- . . --~--~ 
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r-r alize end say that he and most other American Jews o.re 

cnr-nred in SO"•o 'or•~ of trade , Howeve r , chi:i is not uuite 

thP. sm.,e as with 011r I'orefoc ners of tt:El mi d1U e ap;es . Un

Ji,:e Jews of that ncriod we today or e not cer. collectors 

or money lenders . rhe;t ore !'re" to enter business a nd 

industry . For the firs t ci!1'e in onr history, J ews it• 

America ore abl e to occor.1e "le::ibvr:i of a ni•ct'easion . It is 

not un l ii':ely ttl:lt ·nc.·1y of vo11 will be doct()ro , '1m1<,i3ts, 

l cwrye!"s, arc hi t.ects OJ." cn1 ·!nee r s . 

'l'rlevio<on . i·ad: o 'i!1C. ~!le "'nvte 1!ld~str.v nave a~tracted 

many Jew<:: . • t has h <'<'n said c11,,t Jews li:rn cne Ir;sh hnve 

a f"i ft l'nr \'lords , !'or· f:intos.v cine! for .:i tory rell in![ .11 

.Vr; :oai:o roorl l::iw:VClt'S nnd ure berin11 i..~· co e "\c r re na nol

iLic i:rno nnrt at:i t<'ar.rr11 . 

J('WS r11·e A :~rri ::ons .,,,i thPV t'f'nrl'.Je nt nn i::mortont 

se1-::Jent of Ame~·ican l tfc . 1'1'lrournout t !'le .rc -.rs •llr ;,oeitio~ 

nas cnnnrerl AS a res 1lt ol' chnnre . •lnere diJ i t u!l berin'i 
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9.11. Atwood . "'1'he Foai t1 on of the Jews in America 
'!'oda,y." Look, l1ove1~ber , i yi,5 , o . 28. 
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Their Story ( New Yor : An 

11,,1 . Atwood, Look , p .28 

CHAPl'ER VI 

WIIBR.E DO WE COL!E FROll? 

Su1 ro~o we went around the class in our ~e!igious 

school and tried co rUscovl'r the answer to che question, 

"Where do we cor.ie from·t" 'Ii thin our own c l ass we coul d 

come u, w_th •he mo:it inc~restin~ i nfor mati on abou t ou.r 

::i-zlv es . It \?ouJ.d in r11ct be ouit., C'nr . .; ible fot' eac•, of 

us t o conscrut•t n family tree •1 If we .fill"" j c in with 

information ~racinit bacR our f':itller D.nd r.otiter, ' i·ond

parents , uncles anti aunts , wo would hnve a biT.'d 1s - eye view 

of Americnr1 Jewish t1istory. 

l reat 
C.t"and
"'I·ent 



Naturally every family bas i ts own p:•rticu.lar back-

ground, but one would be surt>rised ho•1 many Jews have so 

much in COll!l!lOn as far as origin and history is concerned. 

Each of us ore the pr oduct s of one of four '1!.!f erent 

Jewish groups that ca.me and settl ed in this coun•ry• Briefly 

we >J ould title these fTOutis as rollows :-

1. Tbe Eastern-Eu.ropellll Jews - from Poland 
and !lussia . 

2 . The Ceni;r a l European J ews - from Ger many 
and France . · 

3 , 'rhe Early Settlr.rs - these B.:'e the "Seuha.rdim'' 
wbo ca.m~ from Spain and Fortursl. 

4, The most Recent Arrivals - the se are the 
oost-World War ! I sei;Uers . This is o. 
special pr oblem tho.t we will tal k about 
in the next chaoter. 

The Eastern European Group - 11$80-19~0 

If there was ever a time in the !lis<.;ory of our couni;ry 

thet the message on bhe Stni;ue of Liberty nad the 1trestest 

meaning, it was durinll' t1iis period. 

The foll owins: is nn extract from a charter decreed 

by Frederick I I of Prussia dated Apri l 17th, 1750. lt is 

t aken from a book "The Jew in the Medhvel \'lorld" by 

J a cob l1arcus , llJl historian and teacher st the Hebrew Union 

Colle,;e '!'UO has collected and published oriF;inal document s 

dealing with the lives of Jews in Europe. It will give 

an idea of the conditions under which our ances~ors lived . 

I t will also indicate how advanced is Jewish coaunu..'lity 

liie in America today. A good part o1 the decr ee was in 

force until 1850, a little over one hundr-ed years ngo.
2 

35 

"No other Jews are to be tolerated exoept those 
named in the lists t hat are attached to the end 
of these regul.ationa •• • (These lists were appended 
in tbe origine.l). 

List o! the tolerated communal Jewish o!ficiala 
for the capital here in Berlin bee been fixed: 
l . One Rabbi or a vice-rabbi. 
2 . Pour assistant-j udges . 
; • A chief and assi stant cantor wi tli hie 

basses and his sopranos. These latter 
must not oe married. 

4. Four criers, one of whom must report daily 
to the police oft'i ce ·the arri val of foreign 
Jews. (These criers or "ltnockers", \!.sed 
to cal l people to services at da'll?l by 
"knacking" at their doors) . 

5 , Two employees in t he synago;,al- sohool . 
6 . Six grave diggars whu also do other work 

for the Jewish coDIJllUllity. 
'l . One cemeteey 15uard . 
8 . Three slaughters. 
9, Tnree butchers. 

lO. One aeoretary of the meat-market and bis 
supervisor, 

ll . Three bakers and one restaurant-keeper. 
12 . A communal scribe. 
13 . Two doorkeepers and one aesist~nt. (The 

doorkeepers at t he ci ty gates e.'Co.mined the 
p&pere or i mmigrant Jews). 

14 . Two hospital at t endants. 
15 . One physician. 
16. One male and one female attendant . 
17 . A rattner of fowl and cattle . 
18 , Eight at t endants for the sick. 
19 . Two Hebrew pr i nters. 
20. Two teacl1ers for ~1rls. Both must be 

married. 
Ho protected-Jew can stay away f rom home f or more 
than a year without author ization; otherwise his 
pl ace 1vi ll be given to a.nother • • . 

The Jews must pay their taxes quarterly and all 
the Jews are responsible as a body for t he pay
ment of the taxes • • • 

'I/hat is to be done with impoverished Jews or those 
! acing bankruptcy ••• ? 

Whnt action is to be t a.Ken when s ~ew deliber
ately becomes bankrupt •.• ? 

The Jews must not pursue any manual trade ••• 
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We herewith establish, regulate, e.'"\d order 
earnestly that in the future no Jew shall 
presume to enga~e in any 1118llual trade, nor 
venture upon any e~cept s eal- engraving , (art) 
paintillg, the (!rinding of optical glasses, 
dilllllonde and je1ve ls, s old and silver amboridery, 
fine cloth needlework, t he collecting of gold 
dust by sieving pr ocess and other similar trade s 
in which vocational associations and privileged 
guilds are not found. Fartioularly are they 
enjoined not to brew beer por to \\istill 
spirits . However, they a.re allowed t o under
take t he distilling of spirits for the nobility, 
government officials and others, with t he under 
standing that only licensed Jews and t heir sons 
are to be taken for this teak ••• However , t hoee 
Jews who have received or may receive special 
conc..ssione for the estublishment of particular 
types of factories or for the sale of goode of 
Christian rnanufecturers 11re to be proi;ected in 
the future ae in che past . (Frederick the 
Great and his father, as "pr ot ectionists" , 
were e,nxi ous to pro~ote Prusaiu.n industries). 

Jews are forbidden the smelting of gold and 
silver ••• 

The slaughter of 1neat for t.Ueir own consumption 
is per wit ted the Jews if they !<il l i:be animals 
in Christian elsu6hterhousee •• • (but tney cannot 
sell meat to non-Jews nor deal in domestic 
cattle) . 

The Jews in Berlin sr·e not al l owed to have deal
i np;s in "t'BW 1vool or wooUen yarns or to msnufaoture 
woollen p;oods ••• (they were allowed, r.o-.:iever , to 
eell the domestic finished goods) . 

Jews are further allowed to sell one another 
beer and s pirits ••• with the exception of kosher 
wines they are not allowed to do any business in 
wines • •• • (Jews must not , ltow.,ver, sell GttOnP' 
drink to non- Jews). 

'r he Jews :nus1; not urade in rmytbinF llerein f or
bidden t hem, under threat of con1'iscation of 
their wares . •• tbey may not r>edd l e in citi•1s oit
cept at the time of fa irs ••• 

All :foreii:;n (non-Prussion) Jews who do not arrive 
with the nost-ce«riaire or their own vehicles may 
enter into and leuve Berlin by onl y two gates. 
What is to be done in this matter in other ler~e 
cities ••• (poor Jews were not wanted end woi•e 
watched) , 

ln the t'uture the Jews shall not buy houses ot' 
their own. The t'orty houses own.ed by J ews in 
Berlin shall not be incrsaeaed :ln number • •• in 
other cities wh~re t here are five Jewish 
families only one of them may b~y a house • •• 

Row Did_ They Cope With Their Problems? 

Life was 1.ndeed difricult for the Jews :!. n those days. 

The individual had little freodom and was often persecuted. 

Jews Wdre used as 3caperoate , that i s as a means of divert

ing the r.;ener al population f ro1n tuei r real. problem, namoly 

hun3er and poverty. A crue l ruler of Russia, Czar 

Alexander III encouraFed people to turn upon the Jews . 

Fot"l'oms, that ia or ganized attacks Gf'llinst the Jews broke 

out everywhere, ln the latter part of the 19t h centlil"y 

our people found themselves io a sufferable position, up

root ed and even facinp; starvation.~ Ho'Vever, Jews were 

no longer content t o accept sufferin~ ss ~he:r ultimate 

lot. They be~an their journey to the ~ew Wor ld io ships 

which arrived at New Yor k or Boston , BY 1924 s ome 

2 ,2>0 ,000 Jewish immi ("'t'ante arrived in America. 4 Thie 

flow ended i n 1924 with new laws passed by con~esa 

halting im...iF<I'atioo from Eastern Eu.rope . Pr oblems were 

not ~et at an end for the children of Israel . In n't too 

mw:cy years no\\' difficulties v1oul<J re;1ult in another "wave 

oi' 11!1mi<U"ation", 

What Hardshios Did The~e People Face In The New Land? 

The ~reauest problem wae sizt'. <.rhousands of the·ee 

new Americans cro~ded togetber in the big cities, New York, 

Boston, Uhicago. '!'hey were very poor, livini; in inadequate 

' 
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overcrowded teneniant houses. Ml.serablo slums weI'e created . 

As ia often the case with such environments i nsecurity 

and juvenile delinquency plap;uod che lives of these people.5 

Bad housini; , unemployment and exploitation by the "sweat 

shops•w factory bosses t ended to make l i£o very unpleasant. 

Ho.,. Did They Hake A Li vinf? 

It '!BS a i:reat strugi;le to t:take ends meat. Uot at 

all unusual was iu to eeo houaewives barvering at push

carts tna i:; lined cl\e street of Wew York's £ast .Side . In 

order to keep ~he family tocether, clothed and fed it was 

necessary to try end save every penl\Y · 

!.lan;y nien and v1omen r ound work in the Garment business 

toil.iog .f<Jr hours over aewi og :no.chines, either at tile 

factory or on "piece work" at home . It is a safe general

ization that by the turn of the century most of the cloth

ing in the United States was made by Jewish hands/' We 

shall see later how significant this 1·aot is for the 

development of labor unions in America . Some Jews worked 

in the building trade, either ae J)ainters 01· carpenters· 

A few struggled to operate the little corner grocery store 

or dry goods soap. 

The Very Early Settlers - The Seohardim 16;4-1820 

As recent as cwo hundred years a~o the w11ite nian was 

still rare in America. Very few Jewish people lived in 

what is now referred co as the Uniced Stat es. In fact the 

begi.nnings o~ Jewish life and its developoent in Amer1.ca 

' '. t ? is closely bound up with our country o nia ory. 
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We are taught that American history begins in Spain 

when Ferdinand and Isabella decided to assist Christopher 

Oolumbu.s in bis voyage to discover the west. Many Jews, 

that is the Sephardim, influenced this voyage. These 

Jews were the aristocrats ot Jewry. Tney not only fi

nanced Col11t1bue but aided him with scientific knowledge 

and a~me even nccompo.nied him on his voyage to America.8 

1492 was an eventful year in Jewish history. I ron-

1oal}3 in that year Ferdinand and Isabelle passed an e1iot 

requirinF J ews to bo expelleo or accept bap~ism. or those 

who remained, some converted ;yet man.y lived as "secret 

J e'fls" or "Af.arronos". However , others sou1;ht dif1·erent 

homes ~n hopes of freedom , We shall see that this fl1~ht 

to freedom is a common denominator in Jewish life. Some 

went to Turkey, others to Holl and. A fl'W were wi.th 

Columbus in 1492 . This p:roup marked the be~i.nning of Jew

ish settlement in Ailerica. T~e f irst actual colollJ' started 

in 1.654. FTom that time to the present. "waves" of Je.,ish 

i n1111i f"ra.nt r·roups ho.ve cume to our shores. 

By and la.rt e America and its Jews have s t ood ready to 

receive the homeless wtd the wanderi"S• Oo the base of 

the Statue of Libevty in New York harbor is a famous poem 

b,v an American Jewess . lier name is Ell\Jlla Lazarus. She 

wrote "Give me .vour tired, yo·.ir poor, your homeless masses 

yearning to be free . " This poem is a fine tribuce to 

America . The mother of exiles.9 
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Where Did They Come Froll(? 

These early Sephardic Jewo C8.l!\e £?"om 3razil. They 

left as a reault of the ? ortur uese conquest and conse

quent persecution. In early September of 1654 a s~mll 

group of 2~ Jews arrived in New Amaterdwn, now New York 

Ci ty. They were permitted entry by ~he Governor Peter 

Stuyvesant on condition that "the poor among them would not 

become a burden t o the Dutch :'lest India Conpc.ny or the 

CO?:Ut\Unity ."lO 

One could speak o! tl1is ITT'OUf, as beinp- the resl Found

inp: Father~ or tne Jewish corumuui~y in North Amcrico. . 1 1 

They establi shed the first synal'.'ogue in Horth A::ierica . It's 

name is Shea.vith I :iruel - "The Remnant of Isroel." This 

synagogue is now better lmown as the "Spru1ish-l-o?•t;uiruese 

Synagogue." 

Did The Jewish Pooulation Grow I n This Period? 

The growth o! population was slow. 12 Al. tnough non-Jewish 

population d.id i ncrease during these years from countries 

such ns Gorman,y , ! rnland and Scotland, there were not mwi;y 

Jews wnong thein. 1~ By l '77b ther e v1ere fe1ver thll.ll 2 , 000 Jewe 

in nil o! the t hirteen British colonies. f!owever, it did 

increase arter the revolution , reachjng about 15 ,000 by 

1840.14 

What Kind Of Jews Were They? 

In those early years AmPrica had hardly beuun to open 

up. The colonial !)eriod, as it i s called, was res~ricted 

to a few Eastern seaboard ci•ies, really towns. The Jews 
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who settled at this time were enterprieing and adventuroua. 

They loved liberty and were not ~d to take risks in 

order to obtain their goal. They struggled with new prob

lems of making a living and learning a new language. They 

had to face loneliness, havin.g parted from family and 

friends. Some had to fight !or the right to be an American. 

One man by the name of Aaaer Levy is remembered as the 

first American defender Of Jewish d ghte. 15 Angered at the 

law fo'l'.'bidding Jews to Pl'otect the colony against Indian 

a't;tacks, he px•oclaimed "It is m:y right - it we are burghers, 

of New Amsterdam we share the burghers obligation to bbar 

arms in dei'ence of our ooloey.16 

What Kind of Life Did They Lead? 

As indicated pr-evioualy the Sephardic settlers were 

primarily merchants. Boston, Newport, New York and 

Charleston being the prosperous 001ll!llorc~o.l sea port!\ were 

aleo the :iiain areas of early Jewish ae~t!emant . Many Jews 

were quite euccessful lllld becarne wealthy. Aaron Lopez was 

a thriving me~chant 0£ Newport, Rhode Isl.and . He hel.ped 

to develop the commercial l i f e of that OO!ll!llunity . In 

Philadelphia tbe FrlUlka £w.Gily was most prominent in bus

iness activities with EnGland. Thie period also had its 

heroes, suoh as Haym Solomon who sided the causes ot 

America during the Revolution . Georee Washington ex

pressed his gratitude to Solornon and other Jews when in a 

letter to the six existing Jewish cone;rogations be wrote 

"1.ley the children cf t he stock of Abra.hwn who dwell in 

this land continue to oerit and enjoy the goodwill of the 



otber inhabitants while everyone shall sit in safety under 

his own vine and fig tree, and Chere ahal .:. be none to make 

them a!'raid • • ••• "l 7 

The Central Eurooean Groun - 1820- 1880 

Shortly after the 1;1ll'n of the 19th century Germany 

found itself very poor and ext1susted by war. There we re 

very few opportunities for wealth or pB.l'soual development. 

In fact for most central Europeans the future secn1ed to 

procise little h.ope. Me ny Germans at this time emtli l?'rated 

to the land of hope - America. Un.like the early Sephardic 

period, Jews at thio ti~1e formed " lari;.e part of tho p:eneral 

migration. The Ashkenazim, however, came l'oi• their own 

s pecial reasons and needs. Jews of t he Ger man states were 

lacking in civil rights and were barred f rom r.iDJ>S occupations. 

The f uture ai::peared brii;hte r upon Amer ica ' s s ilol'es.16 

Where Did They Sett le? 

They d.Ld not con centt"ate in t he few lor,.;e cities es l.n 

the case of their Sna11ish-Portuguese brethren . '!'hey spread 

throu,,hout the wholt' couPtcy . "'1: ~·act even Alaska 1ws 

chosen as o pla ce ! or settl e tient . Jew~sh c ommunities mul

tiplied in tllis period . The cities we live in todcy trace 

their J ewish roots back to this period . 1837 witnessed the 

first Jewish settlement in Chicago, CinciJuiati , lari;ely 

German populated , als o b e came a ccm.-re r or Gcrma•1 Jews. -.then 

the ~old rush of 1849 oer an i u GaliforDia_Jews were amon~ 

th6 earliest set:t:lers . Llany more Jewish coqi.nurutiee came 

upon the Amer icnn scene - iJemphi.s 1 'l'ennessee; St . Paul, 

Minnesota; St. Louis, Missouri; and so on. 

Were They a Dit'f erent Kind of Jew? 

These were not the aristocratic Sepbardim or the wealtll,Y 

merchants of the colonial period. 19 There were a few intel

l e ctuals - writers, doctors and jolll'nalists . This was alao 

the ap;e of the peddlex·. Re would start with a :Little stock 

of housewares and notions, carryinE,t 1,h~m on his back or on 

a covere.l. wap:on. Thr oughout the lenp: tb n nd breadt h of tile 

south-'West the Jewish peddler was a familiar figure . This 

same peddler became a cultured and a r esyected member of the 

American world. Out of these ventures Rrew such ~reat stores 

as Gimbl~s and Sears-Roebuck. Jews fou1;ht on both sides 

duri np: the Civil war. Vie find, ror example, J udea P . 

Benjrunin who was Secretary or State for the Confederacy. ny 

1880 J ews formad a vecy stable and succestifu1 ser ment of 

Ame r ican society. 

• •' 
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CHAPrER VIJ 

WHAT CONTRIBUTIONS 
DID JEWISH SETTU;MJ,;NTS 

L!AKE TO JEWISH LIFE? 

What Did the Eastern European 
Jews Contri bute? 

By the time tbe "Polish or Hussi.i.n Jews Md settled in 

America ~hu former creoerntions or American Jews were well 

entrenched in American life, Tbe descondants or the 

Sephordim and Gerraan Jewry hod becor~e successfo! l.n business 1 

industry and politics. Their corurrunel o.r~ ani:rn:cions were 

flourishing. Tne new arrivals brour.:ht ab C>u c PTeat chal!llieS 

in Jewi sh life . Their innovati one hove nad an affect on 

our lives as J ews tod~y. 

Have you ever been to " "Jf'wisb" b<>•~er'u nhop or del

icateeseni Such delicious foods oe the bo~el , l ox and 

cream cheese, r·efilte ! i sn arid oickled herrin@' are contri

butions that the Jews of East~rn Europe nove ~ade to our 

dietary habits. 

Yiddish, tbe lonruar e of ti.le old world , suddenly became 

the basic aieans of col!ll:;unicotion !l.!llOn(S thouso.nds ;,f Jews .in 

this country. Perhs pe vou bave picked up a few words etiJ.l 

used by your parents . The com.non worn "kibbUt !I" l A basicell,v 

'liddish. rncidenteliy. Yiddish grew out of a l!ehre1v-Gernw n, 

al though there is a Polish '!i '1dish and oven an Ao.erican 
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Yiddish. As an art form the "Yi<idieh theatre" offe.red the 

Jew not only ontertairunent but a security among h.is own 

people . It belped bim to discover the dramatic humor end 

pathos of his life.1 One play entitled the "World of 

Sholom Aleichem" was on broedway for ma,ny months. It por

trayed liales of Jewish life .in Easter n EUI'ope . Newspaper s, 

periodicals and books are still reed in t~is stranse, yet ex

pressive tongue. 

'!'h'l Esacern ~:urooeane chan,:;ed the whole character of 

"co:m:iunity life," Vihen the immigrants left the old '.vorld 

it v:ss ofte11 a whole town that medo the vo;yai;e. As a raault 

a new type of or~anizetion ror~ed in America called i ando

monohal'ten. 'l' hese were common folk r.;ntherinr.;s that .joined 

tOl"f' ther for mutual cero and cul tural-spiritual welfare . 

Li't:tle aynui;opues sprunp- up over ni[".ht . ena'!>lin@' eve:r-,t iran 

to worship eccord1ng to hie 01om custom. This variety of 

synetrogue life has left its mark on us, a.• for instance when 

we apse.Jc of Conservative, Orthodox and Reform Judaism, 

The nature or Jewish education, ilfferent f rom anything 

nrevious in Ame r ica , ~eveloned W!lOn~ American JeVfr7 in the 

e arly days of the 20th ceutury. The "cheder," an after

school he brew claea, rrew later into the Talmud Torah , DJ'.1rl. 

th" Yrshiveh. Orthodox Jews , ao were ooet i mMie;rant Eao,; 

.c:1rcu'9ans , broup-ht over t heir own i{Ohbia . lie was the Rabbi 

of che "old town," a !llWl of l earnin1• nnd piety , respected 

and su: ported by the oonirre,-otion . 2 Tb.eoe men were very poor, 

badly paid and often uneducated in ~eneral university studies. 

!~any Jews devoted liheir interests to Zionism, the upbuilding 
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or Palestine as a national homeland. We can probably say 

that the eXistence of the State of Israel today is due in 

part to such concern. Others directed their efforts to 

t he l'ormation of ltibor Ul:lions and a variety of JeVlish 

communal institutions that play a very Rrea~ and important 

role in our Jewish life . 

ln 1924 new and strict im;11i(l"recion laws stopped the 

flo• of nevicomere. This a l so brouf,"ht to a close e signi r

icant chapter in American Jewish history. ~n tne yea.rs to 

.follow Jews of" this country solidii"ied their strencth of 

numbers and toe depth or cheir culcure. 

What Did the German Jews Contr ibute'/ 

The Central European Jews (mainly Garman) settled here 

soruewhet eR.r) ier than those of Eastern Europe. As we 

noticed above these Polish or Russian Jews really laid tne 

foundotion of J ewish com:.uni ty life . 

Jews give to Jewish l ife? 

.'/!lat did t he German 

Th~ Jews from Gert11ony gave ua the "American synaKogue." 

Reform Judaism, which had its begitulings in Germ~ was 

brought over by the new sett : ers to America. This new 

"Reform" had a great influence upon :>ynagogue and religious 

life. Certain important :nstitutions, such as Hebrew Union 

c;ollege, wnich trains Reform l<abbis, or the Union of 

American Hebl'ew Con1:regstions stem .fro14 the IJentral European 

period. One of our great leaders in Jewish l ife wtd the 

"father" of American Reform Judaism was a German born Robbi. 

His name was lsaac Mayer Wise. A t emple in Cincinnati, Ohio , 
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bears bis name >.o •his day. 

We have noticed that the German Je•s bad a cerGain 

in.fluence upon the growth of .l.merican life, 01ties and 

to'4'DS ill this countI"J, as well 9.8 many f'amoue businesses, 

were aided and even led by GertUan Jews. 

These same Jews were not, however, a unified commwU.ty. 

Schisma formed as a result of diff erences in language and 

customs . Nevertheless, they formed their aynagogiies and 

mutual aid societies of protect themselves in lite and care 

for tneir fllllli11es after death. In most instances the 

Central European Jews lived in close association with his 

Christian neighbors. Yet they were still very conscious or 

their Judaism. In their own way they added strength to the 

foundation of Jewish life in America. 

How Did the Sephardim Contribute to the 
Gr01'ftb ot Jerlsh Life? 

Small indeed were the Sephardic settlenents in America. 

What of significance did they do at su.cb an earl;y pe:-iod 

in American and Jewish 1Ue1 The Jewis.b co:::ounities o! 

those days were SJ!lSl l atld unorganized. Sti l l, there was some 

acti vity. The well- to- do men of early American Jewry did 

not nep;let:t their relip:ion and traditioo. 'they formed 

congregations which allowed the members to carry on accord

ing to the Spaniah-Port..1.guese cu.atom. ~he synagogues were 

beout itul monume.nts of Georgian arol:itecture . 3 '!!hey estab

lished cemeteries and provided places or instruction for 

their children. Neither did they forget the need,y and help

less . 'L'hus one could conclude that the Sephardic Jews estab-
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liehed the basis for J ewish education and philanthropy in 

this coWltry. }1u•oape or most; signi!icar.ce woe •heir role 

i n tbs fight tor rreedo= and huma.c rights. 

Th! Moe• Recent Group - 1930 to the Present 

The l9; 0o witneeaed the begi ruii= of a new and perhaps 

the worscd tragedy in Jewish 11.l'a. In Germany, mth ;he riae 

of Bitler, ohousanda of Jews suddenly found the11J.Selves vic

tims of pol itical and relieious persecutions. .America end 

i ta tradition or freedom could noi. co·!pletaly refuse ad

micaion to these victi ms of lla:: i Gert11any. iioY1ever, only e. 

few !rom 1930 on were allowed to enter and resei•le in t he 

United Stat es. Soon Ar.lerico and all the world was involved 

in the moat destructive or wars. Fro!ll 1939 to 1945 de111oc

rac.Y tow•ht to r e ta :!. 11 tho riGhts of freedom a ga i nst the 

forces or dictatorship . The late Presi dent Roosevelt sollndod 

the call 111 his falllOUS s peech to co1wress , January 6th, 

1941: 

";' our Frocdooo: The first i s Fr eGdo::. or 
s oecch end expression -
evcrvvmer e i.r t ne "'orl:1. 
The second i s .'reedom of 
every per s on co •;oiorshi p 
God in his own way. 

t he thi rd i s Freedom 
r r om ;:nnt •.•• everywhere 
in the wor l d. 
fhe ro11.rth i s freedom 
f r o:ri t ear ..••. e.n,vwnere 
i n the wo:• l d • 

These otir r i nr words were an tns oirat;ion to all rerard

l ess of r ace, color or relig.1.on. As Jews 11ho had loot over 

~ .ouo , ooo po o~le durl nr the Hit;ler halocost we t oo coul d oot 

- ,_ 
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neglect the cauee of freedom. We here cannot imagine the 

agonies end rears or the 6 ,000,000 who were murdered. One 

young girl, Anne Fr ank, has bequeathed a eod,yet poignant 

aemory to us . The following are ao!lle quotations free her 

diary that CB.JI help u.s !eel the needs and t he • contribution" 

o! tbe.t most "recent group" or Jewa.4 

"No one ia spared - old J)BOnle, babies, expect-
8.Jlt cothers, tbe sick - eaah 8Jld all join in 
the za.rab o! dee.th." · 
" • • • Jewe and Christiana we.i t, the who.lo earth 
waita; a.nd there are c an,y who wait for death . " 
~Leave me in pee.ce l e t me eloep one night at 
least wi t.bout m::r ptll ow being 11at wi th tears, 
:fJY eyes burnil\g and m::r tead tbro':lbi.:lg. Lat m .. 
get away f r om it al1 preferably away from tbe 
world •••• • 
"When I pr03 fo:r her, I pray for all Jaws and 
all t;hoae in need. " 
"When I looked outside right into the depth of 
nature and God , then I waa hap)ly , rea lly happy." 
"Whon I looked into the candle thh evening I 
felt ce) m and hat>PY•" 
"Ia t here e.n.rthins more beauti!uJ i !t the world 
than to sit bofor e an open window nnd enJoy 
na1'1lra, to listen to the birds singing, feel 
the sun on your cheeks .••.• " 
"It's really s wouder •hat I ·haven't dro•iped 
all my idealo, becuaae they seem 110 absurd ruid 
impossible to carry out. Yet I keep them, be
cause in spi te or everything I still bel ieve 
that people ore roal l y good at heart. I s i mply 
can't build up~ nopes on a ! oWldation con
sisti ng o! confueion, misery and death. I see 
the world gradually being turned into a wilder
ness, I hear the ever approaching thunder, 
which will des troy un t oo. I co.n f eel t;he 
sul'terin!;s of milliona o.nd yet, i! I look up 
icto •he heavens , I think that i t will all come 
r i ght, t hJ t t hia cruel ty t oo wi l l end, nnd that 
peace and ~anou.il lity wl l l return osain." 

For us tne se wurdo are e che.llenee .ind a hope. We 

respond to both - throu~h new e f f orts in i mmi(!'.l'ation, aid 

to world Jewry 81.ld the rebuilding o! t he 3tate o! Israel. 

-J -- -
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Where then do we come fro!ll? 'lie coce ~ .. ,Cl over three 

hundred year s of Je11i sh l ife . We share 11s well o t radition 

of old world or1i:-1na reuchi nr over tile centuries. TodQY 

we are members or a Jewish co1DJ:unity that has much in 

common and yet at the aa:ne time so many noticeoblo ~if

ferences. However, e&~h of us bears the impuct of oll 

oovemente that brought Judais~ to America . 

FOOTNCY!'ES - CHAP.!'ER VI! 
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CHAPl'ER VIL I 

DO I NEED A JEWISH COIAl!UNITY? 

Do I Live in a Co!!ll!lw1ity Al rea dy? 

It mo.v be t ha t vour home is in 11 <'1'1 '!o t'k, t;u1 cavo or 

Ci ncinnati , or 'Pert•cn•.J i n a si ::-ii" r locatton . .Lnr r e or 

s mall, :it i :i nt i l l a co<W·iunity . ,Liv!nr- t on>t ill'r ur e pe ople 

0£ many raciaJ. bc ckrt'oun la s n<t a variet y of t eU1iol1s 

persua s ions . 

1/ha i; bosicnl l y :s ii c oi:ununi ty? First ol" all we coulrl 

9ny tho t i G i:i a ra t herin1 Of l'eopl e . -"ll(l i!' r.'li n CO!lCer;: is 

t o or r oni :e i -1 such a :my t -•at i: he 11 ncc:i s i til'6 r)f l i J: e a r e 

cared f or. '!'nere f ore , wha t !1n:i been ereo •· 1 C.:1 "!ti s t .'f!lc or 

orr,nn.! z at i on is a n~ysicnl c o hti!!Un i t:v . 

I t. i s • .::. •.c U· of i'IOU:lC' S on n s ;; ['l"!'t &'1. o~ninr Ot;her 

s t r eets wl\i cl 1'or r.1 o 11ei1 11bor l'!oo•1. .1.~ e'' "OU : .• ail l cT. ;;er s 

they a re ~o r-t.:~ nt o :.-. ones . _nosn z o!le a ,'lT'C i:>c.i·t: Of '1 l a r i-er 

n -r-ee r e1'"1·:·f><l t o a s n C'l'..10t:°I · "lo ·Jr Ci t;t i s "10 .!'t of e co unty . 

A c o 1w-:.w 1i t v rloes r ot en1 \':i en a n Oil! ] i11t•d sl:ntch of 

tiouse s , a t r N·ts or cou.~ c ieo . I o o ·der 'or l iie t o r .. u1ct i on 

fl co".llnuni ty oust r r ovide f or i i;s mc"locrs . \I/ha t i t nr ovi1en 

~.re knovm a s nuhlic s e r v1ce:i or u t tli t i e 3 . l!;vcry , 011 t h yo~· 

i' nt r.er ~ece ives a b il l f or 1·0:; :ind ol octr i c it,y . T11is i!J 'I 

snrvtce Ol't''"\ tcrl h:r n.nd r or the r·cnc r al co .. 1 uni t~r. 'i"1is i s 

a l s o trua of t he tcle llone servicP or t: r.« w11ter a~d fuel 

t !\;.. t come s 1t1t o .vow· llome . Tnese u t ii i till s c :d s t f or i:he 
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people. They have nothin~ to do with Jewish, Ca tholic or 

Prote.etant ways of life 1 altbougb all such people benefit 

from the services provided. 

Our community p;ives us tbe means ror education. As 

we lec.i•u ed earlier pra<ltically a ll younp: peop le go to public 

schools. Tbe reason t hey a r e called " publ ic" is to indicate 

thllt no discrimination exists to m:clude one individual be

cause ~f his race or reli~ion. At the same time aucb a 

school is not concerned v:i"Ch the special t each i nfl'S of one 

" r.:r oup ," a s opposed t o another. The oublic s chool is 

devoted t o .:nowledr e and truth in order t o t.elo every 

student r-row and learn . .3c hools prepare y ou f or ,Your life ' :i 

wor!c - to become e. doc tor, l e1vyer , c l e r !cy::!::m, e l1!"i neer and 

s o on. 

Tn y our c ommunity y ou can !:ind e nt c rtair.r1cnt and 

recreati on. l1lovi es a."\d theatres provide 'lleesure .!'or us all , 

wi th ploys, dramas and musica l s . The arts e.n d music are 

intllrests for all oeonl e , a1~ain rep;ar d less of their r a ce or 

religion. :Lt may be t hat many folk rrou.ns or r e lip: ions 

h ave t heir ovm mu uic or cr ea !:ive art3. Your co= u.nity ha s 

many r orms of r ecreat i on : nd pleasure t bnt N:n~:e f rorn b ov:l

in1t a lley s to skat in!" r inlts t o unUllunl r estaurants. I t 

you a re l ucky your cil:y may even have a 15ood basKetball or 

basebal l t eam, •£»e.v ;tr e e ver,vbod.y's t e am a nd \'IC a ll. cheer 

them on. 

A community oon take care of y ou. Y<Jur inothe r a nd 

ra ther may bnve i>aid "social security." Th is i s a way of 

h e l r inR t he m live ha t>J'Y and secure l ives when t hey become 
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older and rot ired citizens. lie have a police torco to protect 

ua and keen t he l01• . rhcre ure oJ.so courts to :lecide the 

law, and ,1ail!I to keep neople who b!.'Bo.k them. '1'111'..re e.re oleo 

hoeoitule that care for our •·eni.nl end n ttysicnl healtn . 

or course a co:inunity tins itA ll'eders. J.'hey inelut\e such 

oooole oe a DIQ'or, city ~snoper, j udges, laTr,ycrs, dentiDts 

and doctoro . rour r stnor t'llY oe one of t hese lenders . ~et 

ua not forget you . : o be active in your school life , the 

Boy Scouts or t o act an o ~eneral hel~er in co"ll.unitv nro

j octa makes vu o len1er nlso . 

~n Do I I.cod a Jewish Comcunity? 

I f 1 H ve in a ci t;y that i s so Ylell orr"anhed e ntl tal:es 

care of r.io, why thon do we hove o Je~1ish ooin.::un ity? As Jews 

we do not live alone. lie live with otncr Je••ls . 'l.'t is does 

not mean next door to one, but thnt 11e live witll o "sense or 

concern" 1·or oll Jews . i'! is l:i n<1 o! "livin('"" "toes not crea~e 

a physical communit;r; !or a true Jewish c ooa unit;v stretches 

beyond hnuo1 s , ;itr ee ts and r>cii:hbor hoods. l t crosses cities, 

states and oven the 11holo worl<t . We need e Jeriish co1:11nunity 

to hcl(I ue e•i.rvi ve es Jev1s. 

Howev('r , we do cot stop at SJrvival. One con be called 

o •,1ew" and in foot be happy , bea.ldiy and q.rlte successrui. 

Ye t one ctieseo socetnL~r by J ust bein~ or survivin£ as a 

Jew. Tbt're is so much c ore . ro lx a Jel? "'eans • '"·1ini; ond 

living a relision. 1t 1:1eens f e llowsll.ip \~ith ou.r :ieo"c>lo . l t 

ia o ws:y or l i te that ~ive 1e a sense or worth to our lives . 

r1e live t o e t her 1tt th all Kinde oI people . As Jews ire 'lllVe 
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some special things to orrer to oureelvea and to give to 

others. A Jewish community looks after us; sometimes 1n 

important WB;fB neglected b)' that "general community" i .n 

which we live. Thus we require our Jewish environment to 

survive as Jews and to live l'Ull and good lives. 

What Does Our .iewiah Coomunit;r Look Like? 

We Jews can live aide by aide but it is voluntary, a 

mettar or personal choice . Ve can live in many parts of 

the city . Sometimes we choose to live near 0111· synagogue, 

since this is an 1mport•.int cent.re or our lives . 

You 1119J Moall that Jews of tile l aat ceneury and 

earlier had no such choice . J ews or Eastern and Central 

Europe were severly restri cted in their oocupotior.s, frePdom 

of movement and way of lite. 'l1t1oir coutmunity woe not 

"v oluntnr;y" but "compulsory." '.l'hoy were oompolled to ll ve 

in a special sec;;ion of the city called tba "~hetto," 

Often this was a single street . There were rates et eaoh 

end thot were closed ot ni crht. In rcany to:1ns 11.nd villugos 

Jews wore grouped together and kep t aeparato from the main 

body o! the population, ~pecial taxes were paid to the 

rulers by the " ghetto Jews . " tlnen a Jew would cross tbe 

border he i>aid a "duty tax" tor t be rip:ht to enter another 

c ity or town . 

Today our Jewish collll!lunity 1e very di.tferent indeed, 

tie still come tos ether, h owever , there is no pressure or 

re j ection from the outside . Rather tho.a living in a closed 

r,betto we have created a coa.:Junity or orgllnizations and 
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inst itutions . Thie mo_y operate i n buildinr.~ . but ite 

eervioeo ~o outoide to meet the needs or thu people . These 

may be 11iiocific11lly Jews, no". ever. ail other people are 

also helped by our Jewish cOl:llllunity. 

l'lhl Do We Help? 

Per haps you oay have "on;iered at tllia ~uest1on. I t 

may i>e that you 1enow wb;r you belp. The answer has come to 

you when you civc a street be~·r: ar a nickel or 3 ciime . You 

may find the answer v1hen you r ive e donation co a 1!18.Il who 

knocks at your door, or when you r:ive s ome clothiD!' to r.he 

less !ort\lllUCC ic 3oui• c ity . This is charity. 

Charicy , howev(lr, iv not ~ust rivin< by the rich to 

th~ poor . Jn Hebr ew our word "Ti:edakah" is more t han just 

i:;ivin~. 1 t tel le us thn t as Jews we have a duty to seek 

out the r ighLcouo ancl rood life . Tnroug!1 "'l'zcdakah" we 

reach out to lllan and honor God . By i'urtherinf '"hodakah" 

we o.re l i vinr; t.he ri1·nce.ius l ife of Judaism. 

In Lho tJi ble we hnve maey examnles or this . In &he 

book of Gene11ia Abro.ho.m and Saran welco.ae the scraogers to 

t heir ter..t, w:;,. • th.,ir foec and i·ecd tnem . This is true 

"~zedakah. " J:n tno boc.i. or Leviticus there are l!lBil.Y laws 

that exemplify the lll'actice . For exao~lc. the r-eonle are 

told to lcovc -p11.rt 0£ thoir field for t:he tlOOr lUld the leS!l 

rortu.noce . 

In the aid \le or-co ,t'e!'C ~:e"e special rule;; !'or 

p racti111.nr: "T:edakah . " One of L1111monide!l' ~:i_yinrs, a root 

toucher o! thic 1~riod , wns i;hat the ('rcotcet oct of 
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charity woe to c ivc and toke anonomouely. Often i n the 

synagogue o sack wae passed around from which one could 

put in or take out as the need reouirod . 

Durin!'" those clle tto doyo ·~edakah" 1'08 the unifying 

factor of the coQ:JUllity. The 1'"1't1at tonohin11: "ill Jews are 

responsible tor one another" l'D.8 the centr al law of the 

p eo!>le , The ehettO had f 0 Nlat nrobl.ems or :>e rsecution Oild 

narrow- mindedness . iiowever, they orr anized to care f or 

the!!!Se) res and e ach other. Ueny oocictioe f rom the 

orranf'inr or :llarriar-ec to the burinl of the dead were 

1'ormed to keep the oo ·•mr.ity allve 11\tll o reelinr- of de

cency and well beinJJ". 

Gone are the r hc;; t oe today . .V<' a re not eorcy , for 

whe1: the 11\'/alle came tumblinr- dOl'm" tho neopto wore rreo 

to fin<\ a better life. Yat the eoiri t or Jewiah oonu.1Unity 

life ie atill with ue . 
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IF 1 NEEDED HELF 

!hY Do I Give hlone;r? 

In our lust ch&_pter we spoke aboui; 'l'~edakah - i;he r.-.t·cat 

teaChUlgS or justice , charity and ri '"hteousness . • ~elipr ion 

should not be concerned with rnoney you l!IBY say• 1lhy then 

do r e-ive at all'! Does i;be i-ivin(" of money have a.nytbinp; to 

do with "Jcl'llSh community life "? 

No doubt at Sunday school you nave participated in 
1 

d rives to raise money for :nan,y causes in Jewish li.fe · 

Perhaps you nave even been chairzu:in of your class C6Jllpaign, 

or at least r me~ber of a corJ i t tee . J;ach wee l: you rive 

your nickels an4 dimes . At the end of t he yea:r you counted 

up the money collected and were s1irr>rised to sec the amount· 

Why 1 t •mi r ht have been 75-100 dollars! Yc.o,u• · a rents also 

give money . Do you l:now some commw:iities raise as much as 

a million dolla:rs ! That i s a l'"reai; <te!l l of money. 

contributions hel ped to build such e sum. 

lour 

ing . 

We must;, however, oot lnse sir·ht; of i;he value of e;iv

The amow1t is ill!prcssiVe , but 1 t is not tbe i mportnnt 

J'actor, It is <ilso of i mpor t a.oce to .mow wny you i;ive and 

where your money is Foins . Your ~ivin~ should be a sincere 

action o! the heart . GivinF. should be out of a s r irit of 

true '"Pzedekab" - a feelint' of !'eS"Ponsibility and loviog 
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kindness. 

Let us aonsider ror a moment an ordinary dollar bill, 

j ust like tbe many you have raised i .n your class room. It 

is tbe same dollar that you use to buy rood Tfitb, go to 

the movies or i'or purchasing tickets to a ball gSl!le. 

Sometimes it takes a lon.g time to try aru1 eave this 

rrom a collect1on of nickels, cents and quari;ers. You may 

have to save part or your a llowance, or work a.fter school 

to put tosether on~ dollar. ~o collect 'O dollars or a 

100 dollars takes more tha:o one person. Often a whole class 

has to Norlc tOFether i"or such a project . To raise hundreds 

sud thousands of dolls.rs c..·eq,ui~es the arforts and OG:ltri

buticns of a c~ma:unity. 

'l'here are time.a when a dolla:r bill ralls into wrong 

hands. It oan stay in the billfolds oj' greedy or selfish 

people . However, this is not; the sort of dollar in which 

we a:re l,.ntereeted. We ere concerned about the one handled 

by youngsters li.:e yourselves who feel a sense of concern 

and understanding . You give your money t o bulld a bridge 

or friendshi p and care between you and others. You give to 

help people. 

Where Does Your Money Go"r 

Whom do you help when you give away your nickels and 

dimes?2 Well eome of your money goes to help people in your 

own city. It goes to hospitals, homes for the aged, foster 

homes, religious schools , syn~gogues, ~ampe and coau>unity 

centres. Your money may t ravel i'a.r rrom home, perhaps all the 
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wo.y to Israel or other po.rts of tne world wbere less for

tunate Jews ~ay live . 

There i s a boo!-: called che Alllerican Jewish Year Boole. 

rt is publ ished ea.ch year and serves as an encyclopedia of 

Jewish life. It is fiJ.led with every kind of information 

about Jews here illld in t.he r est or the v1orld. 'lie could 

summarize as :follows} the answer to t he quest.ion, "Where 

does ;ey money go?" 

Jlelinioue 

~ 
Union oI American Hebrew 

Coni;regations. 
Hebrew Union Colloce. 
Central Conference or 

American Raoois . 
Conservative 
United Syna[~q:;ue of America . 
Jewish Theological Seminary. 
Rabbinical Council of 

America. 
Orthodox 
Union of Orthodox Jewish 

Congreguti.ons. 
Ye:ihiva Collee-e. 

'U.JkUare 
&?a1nily Service. 
Jewish Vocational Serv~ce. 
United Jewish Appeal. 
Jewish Co1111Dunity Centres. 

Israel and Zionisc 
Zionist Organization of 

America . 
Hadassah . 
Jewish National ?und. 

~ 
.A.111crican Jt .n sh Collllllittee. 
.A.~eri~an Jewish Con.ress. 
Anti~J~famation Lea~e . 
Jel'l iSll L!l.t>Or COUU!li t t ee. 
~iationnl Conference of 

Christians and Jewa. 

Edl.lcad onal 
il ' nal Brii:h . 
Jewi sh v'>tl' l l:!l u1• .:>oci et;v. 
Jewi sh Publication 3ociety . 
Y. 1.1 . !i . A. - Y.1'i.Jl.A. 
Aulerican Ass ocial< i P!l for 

Jewi s h l!;d1icati ou. 

rguµgration Aid 
debrew I!llllligratlon iid . 

Society. 
llational CoUDcil of Jewish 

\/omen. 

Sc1en~iric-31a•orica1 

American Jewish :ustori cal 
Soci ety . 

! iddisb Sci entific l ns titutio.n , 

Medi'cal -Jevish ITospito.ls. 
Old F'oLks' rlo:~ec. 
D:i..y ;:urseries. 

\Ve cannot i;o into detai l;: and list all i:h" .servi ces of 

t nese or~ani~st!ons . The s ame AJne~i can Jewish Year Book oan 
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give you alJ. the information you need. Let it be said that 

your dollar goes to turther the work of these institutions. 

They exist for :rou . The:r all go to malce up a Jewiah com

mlllli ty. You support them and they in turn help ;you. 

Does MY Religion Help Ide? 

rt sounds strange to ask i f religion helps us. In faot 

what has this got to do with "co1D.11Jun.it;y" or "help'' at all? 

At one time this question involved a particular type Of 

answer. The ancient Israeli~es bel ieved that the offering 

o! a sacri.fice was the way to invoice che help and active 

concern of God. Of course today vie do not Offer up sac

rifices, therefore, this is not the help we hClve in mind. We 

are taught that prayer llel !>S· This we still bel.!.eve. HoVl

ever, this is not the only kind of help religion provides 

1n our collllllunity, 

The "help" or redgion to which we r"fer has to do with 

you - your religion and the colll/Jlunit;y. Very speci fically, 

our concern is wi th the temple and the imoortant 9art it .has 

to play in your l ife. 

The temple helps us to live and understand the reli j? toua 

life. You may remember your consecration into the neli1;ious 

school. Standinr oefol'e the congregation you were blessed 

by tile Rabbi and welcomed into t tie school, This was really 

your fj rst e::q.erience in synagogue life. Learning is one or 

the purposes of the te~ple or synagogue. In ~ur tradition 

the synagogue was a "house of study," where Jews spent 

roun,y hours of each d~y pourin~ over the Talmud lilld the Bible. 

~oday ~ou also study. Your tradition helps you to live as 
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a modern Jew. 'J!hrough a liberal understanding and inter

oretation of our ethics, history, c ustoms and fest i vals , 

Judaism becomes a living faith. Pra:rer is basic to y Jur 

rsli~ious life. The syna~orue nelns you exyc r ieoce prayer. 

The blossin~s that you l earn briar you closer to God end 

e nrich your life as e Jew, both ot home ond with your 

f e llo'.'1 worshi !) .. ers . Prs,yer and worshio brinp .vou closer to 

important events in l ife . \'/ith 01'her members 0 1· t oe con

i:-re r ation you lasrn to t ho.ult God f ur cne r ood c tlinFjs in 

life; ? e r hanfl !or a new little 11iste"t' or brothe r. Some 

timoa the prayers are f or sad e:cp e r ieoces, as whon some 

one dies. Still "Che i\a :l..iis n ite l rs ;vou be stronr and c on

tinue your rti i t h in uo<fll P'ift of Jife . 

Tne synarcwu!l he i;w to b r i! 1· y ou c l ose r to the com

muni t y . 111 th :family o.nd l'r1 ends you ca me tor·e1'her for i!ij"h 

Holy jays . Pass over . Bar •. :i t ::1vahs, ·11ec! '.l in(T ~ and uonfil·mati ons. 

1'he s;ynarorrue i s lei! by o ~n ·::ho :i s a cen1'ral f l p;ure 

in Jewish life . No doubt you ilev e s een y c;ur i':abb i "1 n 

a ction." ;ie ::iay t ea ch your clr.ss . advise your c l ub ITOUfl , 

marr y y our l'riends and 1·elsti ves and be pre3ent at those 

o c casions of joy and s urrow tust eT'te1• 1ai.o al l our l ivos . 

He helps you to be n b eetler Jew . Tl\rt>U(lll h is tea c nJ nf' nnd 

ser o•ons he shows you tho wa,·1 to J udlli $tll und Gorl. 

r;:r means of t t1e s .y11e r o1me y ou learn to help ;your 1-ener'll 

com unit;y . In your syna15o c::ue the y ou th r-rou p and 9.dul te 

can be part ol' o social act ion corumi;; t:.ee ,- l3ttc n a cor.unitte e 

wor ks voluntarily i n the coi!l.ll1un1t:V on many worth ,·ihile 

pr o j e cts from O,!lsistinr, e.t a aettle:i;ent 1\ouse ( o. r e creation 
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h ome tor lee!I .fortunate member s of the community) to he l p

i ng out at e.n old !elks' home , Som&times a synagogue gi ves 

leadership 1 n fighting for important oomsuunity issues , such 

ea racial underate.ndin~ or bet~er schools end housing. 

The synu~ogue can help us brin~ to l ife the teachin~s 

of our religion. Think about the followin~ examples :

"How f':Oodly ere thy tents 0 Jacob, thy dwell-
ini;s , 0 lsr eel. 11 - !.'umbers 24: 5. 

".Be!iold how r ood i t i s for brothers to dwell 
t ogether," - l salm 153 :1. 
" L\y house shall be c alled n house o! i>rayer 
for ell pe o_oles." - I sni sh 56 : 7 . 

'' li a inan be just, and do r.hat which is law
ful and righ1', and hath ~iven his bread to 
t? the hungry, and hath covered the naked 
with a ('arment ••• he shall surely live, saith 
t he Lord God." - Ezeki el 18: 5 , '/ , 9 1 16 ,17. 

Io former days the synagogue served ~any , many functions. 

It was a heal th c entre , a burial soci ety , s school , a place ~o 

distri~ute charity, a colll/J1unity olub; a lso it served e.s a 

sanctuary for pray er in ~imes of life and death . The 

syne.!!;ogue vtas really the place in which the Jew lived, 5 Toduy 

we still have s uch needs as a Jew. There are, however, 

otner or gani?;a"Cions than ;;he synagogue to gi v e us any help 

we may need . 

Y[here Do I Go for Fellow\shio and Fun 

There are ma.ny Wfl3S to have fun and enjoy life . Some

t imes we do i t alone with our hobbies or by j ust relaxing , as 

when we read or listen to music. I:n ow: coll!Jl1un i ty there are 

op,.ortunities f or otlher forms of recree'tion and enter tain

ment • Some are l i ght, like goint~ to the movies, bowling alleys 

s kati ng rinks and s porting eve nts . Ot het•s are more ner ious 
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aa attendin~ a play, lecture or symphony. 

In a Jewiab co!4L~unity the1•e is an iuscirution known 

as t he Jewish Co1DL1unity Centre which serves certair 

p urposes. First it ie a place t o r e l ax and ho.ve fun like 

an,ywb6re alee. Of t en tbe word "Jewis h " means ootuing moi•e 

tban Jews doing tbin~e toge ther, such us S\"/icuing, playina 

basketball or ainsing and dancing. However , this i s 

important t or sometimes it j ust !llll.kes us feel good to be 

together with oe ople of our "own way of life." 

Tbe Jo·~iab Cent r e does more however. Do you .<now ebat 

at one t ime i n this countr y Jews would come c-o t he "centr e" 

n!ter work. to r e lax hy learnint . This relaxi r.6 and learn

ing wn a very important in thei r lives .0 'l'be Je11~sh Centre 

taught the irom1r.roncs Ene-lish as well as new t rades and 

oocu9ationo . 

Todo,y the Centre s till ;irovides " re laxation by learn

i ns ." At n centre you can jo!.n club crowps where you !eo.ru 

to pls;'f a f'!'Uhllr or .;c ri;.opa receive dra;;int ic traini.nf; and 

even 1ncre11ae ,your 11bil1 ty a:i e "cook" iI you are so in

clined . A Jewieh Centre a lso nolds for -.ms, lecture s and 

discussions toat are conc11r.ne.1 \7.l.th no t only Jewsih 1:1roblems , 

but tnose of the total comtuni c,y s s ~1ell . 

One could sey tlUlt t he Jewish Co:r:unicy Centre provides 

recreation. run and l&arnins:; for a ll Jews in t be :o:Dlllunity . 

It is the coamon meetil:W I round !or Jewish lite . Every 

Jew , younr- and old can feel at home in a Jewi s h 1:entre. 
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mother became sick, wllo would core tor you? Such care and 

help can be found in tho Jewish Fomily and Child Service. 

'it:! the we::r y ou would meet a vory special person in our 

cocurunity , namely the Social Vor ker , He is a professional 

,erson who has s t udied et a un1vorsity, learnin~ s ki lls 

and understandinrs to hel.;> rii t h tbe robl n11ta; 7 per haps ot 

~idows, or;;hans, adot>ted children, ne~lected childre n, 

child.r'.ln in t-rouble, and neoole wr.o hove problems 1n general. 

~he Jew1sn Family and Child St.£Y~ is o very 1~oor~ant part 

or our Jewish communit y . lt doos sonct hins quite special -

i t helps you to find har1piuea!I ln your li fe . 

The J ewish Ho s 1;ital 

People are ulways rottlnr sick . Are you? Probabl,y 

like evP.rybody else ,you huve h!ld the 1~easles , mwnps , colds 

and sor e throsc-s . 'l'heue, however. are ~ rd1nnr.r s icknesses. 

Sometimes 1 tnoup-1\1 there o.r e :noce norioua illne osea. Thes11 

can cause us t o go into hospito..1. Uno ~n i:;o fol' a pleasant 

reason - li.<e the ·time your :nothor went end ;you wore bol'n . 

I n ; eneral, bowever, ona enter s a hospital for eerious 

treatments or o oer ations . It could hatioen to Ol\Y of us . 

4 s Jews we usually ro to Jewish noapitols . Thia does 

not mean to say that other nos ti i tale are noL f'Ood . 'l'o the 

contrary, !or ~oat nedicsl co.re is of a hi ~.h st8Jldard 

today . \'fey a Jeflis h hos pi tel? \'fe ll 1.n the first pl ace ye>u 

can feel co::allete ly at home . 'l'llct 18 , the pr actices you 

\7ere used to a• home are ~esoeccod in o J owiab hos~ital . I t 

you or a ::ieuber of your fa.li ly sllo<lld "keop .:os her, • the 



Will tbe Jewhh Com.i.unit;y T".te Cure 
of I.le When I Am Lonely, 3ic& or Old. 

If you l ive in en eve rs:-E i;o lor1·c si2e city, you 

orobab.1.:y could 1ocat;t:. cn...~ee li:.it:-re,!t oui .1.di n.;s . •rte . .,. a.re: 

Tho Jowiol\ Family and· Child 3ervioe; ?he ~ ewi.:h los phnl and. 

The Jewish l!oc e for t no At ed, l'hese are 1:1o!'e tua1· oer1> 

bui1dinr11 witll o.~ey wor"eru, doc1'ul'S a cid secrecari.es. On 

na;:e r tney c o·.ild be •f J •1.1.Je co11cer n or :esn ::i • Yet !.t is 

possible chat: one or ·er as s ~ t. could l cn a ! ori; in 1nur 

life . 

The Jewi s h l"c.miJ y and o...hild :le rvice 

I.lost 01 ua aro born 1n1.o houee , that: is to 80..'I our t. ruo 

parents live wHh us. :lo r.:.t: ti111c1> thou("h n y oungster > 3 

adopted. •ri. ie ::io:sne thet he hn:i been "chosen" by a lllEln •• nd 

woman to be 1,heir child . The boy may never know his rco l 

mothtir und t:otht-r , but he c nn soon l E-nrn to becou1e purt of, 

and grow up in , bia new home. Tile Jewish F111:1ily Ser•lice 

belpo such narents and ohild1•on plan and settle the adootion . 

However, t his io the easy side ol' it . 

Let ll'l s u , 0 30 you ~a:l n ! roble'!I . !'t:rhaps ; ou ·11ere u 

r-ood. student, 1 11 8 co:n!oi·tablr hO"lf' hut :itil l 3ou were very un-

.lcr y . 

y ourself and your futU!'O , ,.nn NOJ]fi help you·. Nel l , i f l<IU 

wc:i·o l uc.:y enoul"I\ t o 113cover tile instlc.ltion the Jewish 

laNily l1Jld ~hi ld ~ervicc woulu l\elp y~u wo r ou= 1our ;.roo!c.s . 

llhet 1! ' ''UL' f at.1er .es;icd owu.v and ~e ) ei' t l !.ttle 

:noney? riow would you end yoJ.r mothe r ~ana~e . 3ay your 

llil)1'her become sick, v1ho would care !or ;ou? .Suen core and 
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hos pital will provide t he s pe ci al f oods . Thie i e very 

i .111portant t or personal co:n.tor t , e etiecially to an ol der 

r rand!ather who ~ be concerned abou t aucb matters . 

A Jewiah hos pital ':lrovidee riddieh- spe oltintr st:s.f! 

mecbers , so that oeople who do not 1111eak Enftllsb can !eel 

r e lo.xed. 

The Jewiah h ospital woe a r ,csoerch and training centre 

for Jewleh doctors, who at one t ime I.ad ditl'icul ey in ot ber 

nos r.ical .. . 

Tod113 ;you can .feel quite secure and at eaoe in our 

Jewish hosp i tals . They are a source ct pr i de to our Jewish 

c ommuni ty. Our hos pitals are open as well to all re l i gious 

groups. 

The J e wi sh Home t or the Aµod 

Whore d o ~our grandmother aod grand.tet her live? I t 

may be t ha t at y our house 1 an active po.rt l>! t he fami l y . 

Then again , they might be livi ng by t he mselve s , or if ther e 

i s only one grandparent theu that one is livini;; alone . 

There i s, however , anothe r place wher e they could be spend

i ng the i r later yeo.rs, nlllll~ly the local Jewish Home for 

the Age d , 

Vhat bas chis got to do wi t h you who ero r eedi ng tbis? 

Well in the firs t place they a.re Jour family; therefore you 

should care . ~here is also tho ~oseibility chat someday 

you uy have aimilar problem.a. or oouroe that i a o l ong 

way off in your lito . 

Does e.n vld A~e HoLe really hel~ oeople liKe your grond-
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parents? I a it a nice place to live in.8 Remember tbat 

your grandmother or £rand.father are oot foinr t o a charity 

hoca !or the poor . Ther e o.re some people v1ho cannot 

afford to pay , and they are looked after by funds thAlt 

yo~stora like yourself have helped raise. no~ever , most 

older f olk or their far.lilies do pay a substantial sum for 

SUJ,>J>Ort . 

I n mallJ" ways t he "home • ia lL.e the family envir onment 

that they once lived in. The •old folks " ht.Ve a pri vate 

r oom, well equinned and com!'or~able . There o.re also many 

f r iends o.roWld r1ho keep eac11 other nappy. Focily co:itacts 

ere not lost ns the~· have :r;o.ti:f op::iort;.micies 1'or visitiop-. 

•r he folks can also knit, listen to t l'!e radio and watch 

telovision . Althourh t he !'oud i s noi; li .. e homo. iC io 

quite e:ood and ni c&ly oe1•ved around o fami l y scyle toblo . 

A J r.wish oolllJUunit,v mo.;v also hi:.ve a hosnillnl for t.ho 

chronically ill old c~e . Tnece a.re ~oople wno need con

sto.nt medict.. co.re and nurornr-. lt is a \100 seri'ul foolinl" 

of ooti sfooti on to vi$i t such peonle . It becomus lonoly 

ly:n~ oi clt dey after .iay . A. visit by e :rouni· t.erstJn who 

111ill ehac or :11119 car1s w_ch an older nati enc is aui1.c a 

s ource of J o:· to fo lks •nno sre ill . 

Tbo aein noint co reoe~bor !o chet an Old Are rlome ia 

noi; a olece wbero cno "old !o: ks" are put e\'lay and for

r o; tcn. ':'ho i"OO.l is t o kee p such r eoele t;..;c.!'ul and hanny 

i n thei r t wi lip-ht venrs . At one cir.ie tnere "1es no neod for 

on "Old Ar e rl o::c." In J cwis,· co.--=:u:1i i;i!'s ot t he cost t he 

older members 1?er11 res T>ccted l e oder$ 01' the co~uni t y . 

71 

They <1ere the "doyanim" - j udges and "oh&cbami111• - •oholara 

of the town. 9 Old people have a l ways been important and 

never f orgotten in Jewish lif e . .Lft t us keep ali ve t hia 

t r adi tion . 

So we hqve ~0~9 idea of the help t hat tbe J ewi sh com

c uni ty offer s t o us . 'lfbat about the ceneral community and 

its relationship to J ewish life? Does our J ewish co111muni ty 

do anytbin~ for the 
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Jewisn '!oar !!001: l9b0, . ll,- 11., , 
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WHAT HAS 41lERICWf JEIRJ 
polf! PCll UB? 

We Are All .Americans 

One of thequestions with which we conc~rned ourselves 

in this book was - ""lhere Do We Comt From"? we l.enrnt 

that ou: 1.rrandparonts and our r reot t-rlllldparcnt:J ca.me from 

es few away as Soain, Husein and Gerll!S.%l,Y . Somewhere back 

in our ~amily tree these Lnmir-rante settled in this country, 

helping and even establishinr :"any oo!lllllunitiee chroup-hout 

these United states . Ne didcovored some of tile 1•ensons i'or 

leovin!l' the "old 1rnrlt'" and cominF to tho new . We caught 

a rlimpse or some of the 3tt'Uf'Wles and nroblems our 11;rana.

p11rents OX'\ erienced in i.his "now world. " \Vi th nrido we 

lellrlled or the orr nnizi.:tions and instieuti•"'ts that bnve grown 

over the years wnich malce up the Jowish community and our 

•\Vay or li.fe ." l.iuch ot Jewish Ute "as created by and f'or 

Jews. In our Jl revioue cb.3pter we discussed cereain Jowiah 

orr anizetions that exist in 01•der to Five help to those in 

need . Although such help ~a..v be ovoilabla to all people 

ir. tne cOlltlunity, nevortheloss tho concern ia specifically 

for us whc are Jews . lliuch or 11hae we have accooplishad is 

unique , particularly in the nature nnd ! unctioninF or our 

institutions. 'let what has been true f->r we Jews is just 
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as tL•ue for other groups . 1 rn faot our exu'lrience and 

life is the stay of America. 

Who Else Came to America? 

Did you ever hear i;he expression - "So rutd so came 

over on the Mayflower"·, 1inat does a person mean w11en he 

uses this "Phrase? Well besides boasting about his ancestra1-

back~round be is relatin~ somethinr. of his own ori~in. Like 

the little group of Jews who !led .trom South Ameriua and 

landed at New Amsterdam, the imc:d1rants on tne l,layflower who 

docked at PlJ·moU.th Hock symbolized '::he hO l>e all "new 

Americnns" bad in this coun;;r-.f. 

Did you know that Maryland" had become a huven for 

gersecuted Catholics, and the.t not ohly Jews out ~·~akere 

as well were welcomed to the one-time colony of •lhode Island· 

The Irish came to Ameri ca in order to ~nin independence. l o 

181+8 many Geroans arrived here after i'lee:i.nr t"rom the oppres

sion and revolutions t a.:ine- place in their cow1try • It wo.s 

with a hope for the fUture that the .French c8.!lle to 

Louisiarui end tl1e Spanish to Florida and ~.exico • The nesro 

slave of yesterday, offs?rine of an sncsstor from Africa , ls 

todo.y a member of s major i;roup in the Un!ted States. It 

ls still to our nation's discrejit that the nec;ro is still 

8 second-class Americal1 . Yet •n:op-res3 ha.a been illad11 nod 

there is hone in ou.r do,joccacy for all peoyles . 

"llho Has Contributed to Our Life? 

On .:-trst oGnsidera.tion of tne above question we wou.ld 

say o1.11· parents nave contriout(;d to our lives. This is very 
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crue; f or it is our parents who provide for our needs and 

care for our wants. They give us s home and help ua grow 

up in love and security. Our teachers also contribute 

through their FUido.nce and insperation , moving us nowards 

indpendence and preparing us for life. Really hundreds 

end perha ;>s thousands of people, from lawyers, pluoers, 

dentists, doctors to Rabbis and community leaders have 

given end continue to Five to our lives. 

Aru.:rice, hcwever, hes provided certain outatandini:; 

people, represento.tive of many c;roupe who have done s great 

deal fc:r us. In ,;iost csses we are not even aware of their 

names, although their contributions have hail an i mportant 

affect on our lives. 5 

For your interest, let us list a few exam,;los. Also 

to show you how li:fe is affectea by lllIDlY kinds of Americans 

we wil l indicate their racial or nationaJ. baolcground. 

I n the field of meditine we find the !'irst succese.ful 

operation perf o1'1lled on the human heart was carried out by 

a llegro - Daniel H. \'filliams . Irishmen known o.e the i.layo 

Brothers established one or the first reee11rch and surgery 

clinics in tile world . An~. D. J . Colicchio developed 

3uncrior machinery for blood transfusions. 

In other sciences we find that an expl~rer by the name 

o! Robert Perry , a man of ~·rench-En15lish descendant;, dis

covered the )'forth Pole . Thomae Edison , tho inventor of 

the elctric light bulb and many 0'1'her 1nventicne was a 

Scot-If ether lander. 

ln politics at least three o.t our rresidents were of 
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~ origin - Martin Van n uren, Herbert r.oover and ~ie;ht 
D. Eisenhol'ler. The peop le who nuvo hud s:n s.Cfeci: on our 

l i ves msy have orli;inated Irom any countr.v i n i:he world, but 

these people are all Americl.lllsl 

What Jewish Lien and Women Have !fade 
a Difference ~n Our Lives? 

Ii: is to O'.U' c1·e.ii t tnat Jews in every .field of ncti 1·i ty. 

includinp: law, =>edicine, '!lbysica , 1-ove r nneni:, 1'1bor unions 

and the arts ha ve coni;ributed to our lives. i/e snall on!y 

pick out a ver.v Sew a t this time . 

Every 1ia.. · you d.rin!t , in one for m or another, n ("lnss of 

fresh po.stcurized l:li.!>t , .:ost ol' us take the healch pre

caution of pcsceurization for :·ran1;e•i. !Jany yee:rs 'o1:1ck a 

man by tile lle!llc of llathan 3tr a ua, 4 beeamc very C'lncerned 

when nis cow iell siclt , ''oisoninr- he r m:i.L~ oncl :iu .. !.n1• it 

quite ~n t co d..rink . ilm::han 3C4'aus recoi:ni:!ed che imoortance 

or oasteuriz e1! tUi H: in :111Vi!'w :.:m,y lives. l'his l:lll.!l devoted 

che next twcm;y .Ye.ar!J C>I' -:ti. 1 i.!'E> 1,, a t:w:inaii:;n i:o il!l'!lrove 

t he conditions of rll1l ries in ;;,us co•m;; ry. As a resu.l~ of 

b is ef.:'orcs laws we r e nassed renui r!.n,· \ihat th" 111i lk you 

drinx today be inspa ccad a.nd nns?leurhea . 

Ferbat>s if .vou 11re a rid you nt•e a 1.:e"'b"r o.r an orr:au

izntion called Jun;l.or ii11~at::::11I: , Qr -mu 11n;y oe l onr: 1;0 th" 

adult movement sim)'lly referr e d to '16 11adnllsilh . l'::is 

ore;anizacion t llat pro O\ies r ood fel lO\'ISh:!.'> and cren~ive c!)o<l 

work n LlOD<' Jews todll;Y was I'OU.'lded in 1912 by a r:i•eet 

A:lerican Jel"less . :lenriet,;a Szold. '.I Its orii;inal worlc 1•1t1s 

i:o under~eJce oract :'..cal wo::-l: .!n F:ilestine. She direci:ed this 

or~anizstion .ror over 25 years, involving over ~o,ooo 

women. '!ou and your mothers can be proud of the work t hat 

Hadassah bas done over the yeare. Wltb the tiJlancial aid 

of Nathan si:raus, by the way, Henrietca Szold and her 

Hnd•'.ssab Or[!anization established hos pi ta ls, p rovided 

medicinee, financed doctors and nllrsin1> units in what was 

then knO\m as Palestine . She bersel.f SpeL': much of he1· lacer 

years in this land. She toilea .for the cause of Zionism and 

the upl,.alding or a Jewish homeland. liadassah established 

and supported Kfar Szal!, a children • s village set up in 

the Negev. Henrietc a Szols p assed on in 1945, in the land 

or her belov-ed Palestine. She left a legacy of projects to 

the organization and its m~~bers she founded. Today, 

thoi.eande of American Jc:wish women devote tb.eir till!e to 

furthering the developiaent of the State Henrietta Szol.d 

dreSJlled about, but never saw come into teing. 

Television, the ctage and movies hav" served as med i a 

to bring many Jewi sh performers into the l ives or us all.6 

We have all laughed at i:he subtle humor of a Jack Benn.y or 

the rolling eyes of Eddie OontC1r . hlovie oa:<ing owes much 

of i ts ~reatnees to Louie B. hlayer of JJ .G.M. The broad

way musicals whose tunes we whistle were written by such 

composers as Irving Berlln, Jero111e KS"rn and Geroge 

Gershwin. Thousands thril l to the violin artistry Of 

Ha.than Milstein and !enac Stern. If you like li(;!lter music 

a nd j azz then you might be e fan of Be:i.ny Goodman . One ot 

i:he n-ect composers of religious music, Ernest Block, whos e 

"Sacred Service" is an adaption 01' the Union Prayer !:look we 
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usu in 01.1r Temples. 

The lint Of nnmoo l'Uo :.;iv;, contr ibuted -co our lives 

is lonit , but c nie 1a a book in icself . 

h ave Jewi en ursani~ations uode a 
Di!Jerence I n Our Li ves? 

,/o 11ontionod ccr-cain or raniz:lt !ons t hee l'omed to he l p 

Jens in choir nroblems . n owever, there are ccr !aia insti

cutions in Jeui ab co=unity life that have !.ad a r reo.t i n

f luence upon the necu.re of Alllerican lite in r onoro l . ror 

elUlDple the nature of 11 ••oc tJ.c&l T:!ede.Yen " or ~ni lo.ncnrol':1 . 

fund ruiel nl tor wurtfly c ou5cc, reTJ ouc vf t1.e American 

Jews ' ccmbinod oft orca to roisP ~oney i:o r.roviie for his leoa 

i'ortw1ate no~!lhbor . 

Your con1a\uni t;v ls tl1e maicsta.y r..nd si:renl"th or o.\ I 

orroni::utionr a11d oronoios thflt " i ve "hl'lp" . i t io ol on 

t he oource ot l'u.nds for ::;uc1~ nrr:mi::ation.; a;: ~n" Jn1nt: 

Discri bucion ~on::ni~tee :ind the lJ~i ted J~wi sh A\1. cal that 

Fivea ro L c ::" t o nei:>d.y J• ·1s nv .- r s f'cs . .'le •:.l! l talk about 

th.at in our nllxt cnoroter . 

For 1110.o.v .voe.rs orrnnizntions i:nct served the Jewish co:n

r.iunity VIOUld CQ.m00\1-il S"' t>crr cel·: ~n nvcr:: tO\;r. :lJ.lu . tv. 

•,•cis created a di!'rto.il~ ::ii~uetion inv CJlv-n., a!i overlonui.n> 

of causes and o oaortore ot C- ndo . 

True to the sense of CO~"'.U!lity concern, Je\1G co-o;ior 11ted 

co tori: the above fund reisinr or aui~at1on . rhcse co11~c

in once a yeor ~rive iro::; ell Jc-.•1s ard wor 1: out a Jystem 

of distribution to Jewisn couses her e and abr oad . 

J.leru111ll1 lo t nis idea CO.Ul"bt: on ic toe · eneral comwll.'li t:r. 
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OUZ' c oncept of philancnropy hua in.tluenced the weUare 

drives of the c ommuni t ies in which we l ivc , 7 Frotestants 

and Catholics had at one cime btlen colloci:in(" separately 

also for t heir various charities . Camnoi~ns were o!i:en 

held Simultaneously , rheir l eade rs decided to tr;y B joint 

ca::ipa.ign by all three relicious ~oups in the coramunity . 

Ou t of this grew the .AJ:!erice.n iled Croes n:id che Co1111:1unity 

Chest . 

Th".! rc are otnur concerns in o cor.i..,unity beside s the 

r1t ising of ::one:y . One of t1\e30 is the protect1 on or tree 

d o1t and civil r irhts , while trYll'lf to rocote e r r eoter 

u otlersto.ndinr llJllOnr choae 1mo .ooy livo in our commwii t y . 

l'e r huns there exists in your cor.tiouni ty en or1·aui:ot ion 

known as B' nai .Brith or i:he A1nBrico.n Jowiuh 1.:onunttee. lour 

oarents •~n;v hold membership in these r:roupa . Basically 

Che;v all l;lep;an as sol'i•H or fN1tern3l o:-r·an.i:ietions . 1'h~y 

h e lped neople , specifi.co.lly Jews , feel wooted and e t home . 

Someticies they wor::e1 to represent the concerns or Jews 

before ~overnment lP~dcr~ . 

'l'odey these or~anizations nlo.y o.n imuort anc ftlllct ion 

in our comnunity as a whole . They 115ht tor Jewi sh causes, 

lif:e anti-~e:itisc . 'l'I is i s o condition where oeople 

strHce out at the Jew, blnmi nr hie !or the ir own troubles 

and r robleos . rt has been nl t h us throu;hout our history 

end still exists os evidencedi: certain articles t hat are 

wr itten by u1•e,jud ioed people, ur in tl:o ottemot to bomb a 

synoroicue . Fortu.cacoly today the orc o.nizui;iona we hove 

ns::ied are wor .. ing to ;. rcvont these 1ncide m:e o.nd creat e a 
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healthier society. 

The American Jewish Com:nittee is vtor~inr: on the 

p roblem "relig ion in the schools ." Tuia ein1ply means tbat

erforts are being made by i:he Amer ican Jewl sb Committee to 

keep any special reli~ion out of our r.eneral public educa

ti.on. in e democracy we separate relir.i ous interests from 

erlucation. That is the reason we have ouch or1o.nizations 

as i:he synagottUe and churcll in our com: 1uni ty. As wel 1, 

f':roups li.te i:lle B ' uai "Brith nud A1.1erica.n Jewish ;::omi:U. ttee 

are str ivinr i;o create e 11re j udice free society, so i:hat 

ail peo:iles, rerardless of race 01• col01' can 1>at i n the 

restaurant of their choice and live in any home or neighbor

hood du;t suii:s ~heir taste . 

Do We Need Our Neip:hboro? 

We have touched previously on the needs of any com

munit-y - health, welfare , eaucution and cultural al l of us, 

oi' every relie-ion and p;roup, sup_.ori; nnd streniJthen. 

Perhaps one of tne f."lleai;eac contribui:iuns American Jewry 

has made to us is that it nas hel ~ed UB Ieel part ~! a true 

d e mocracy . 

Let us take the church and ~he synai;ogue ae an 

exampl e . 3 There are l!lal\Y 1i!ferences betvieen them; in our 

p rayers, s~rvices, sermons snd reli~ous instruction. Ye t 

we have much in co1'1laon . Both are devoted to Gotl and tile> 

des ire to live in harmony vii.t r> our fellowman. We learn 

th.at it is good to be different and yet quice ;;ossible tu 

res~ect e.nd appr eci.ate your friends ' faith or r eli61on . 
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Synagogues and church&s are also centres of general 

communit-y lite. Your Rabbi and the local lli.nister work 

to[';ether a.a active participants in the life of the com

munity. Every person in the COIDJJlunity CM and should work 

to1;ether t o build the irood life. Let ~10 join our ilabbis in 

this task. 
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SHOULD \YE BE CONCE.iiNED 
.lBOtlT WORLD Jl>WR'l? 

Who Sould Help? 

Sometimes we 1llllY !~c l that our own Jewish colll.Ounity 

me,y be very s1:1all . Thie 1a truo for tl:.088 U v1ng in oitiee 

and towne that have o handf ul of Jewish f amiliee. I ! you 

live in a big city, where thoueanda or J ews l i ve , with 

l arge temples and Jewieh conturB, then the community does 

not appear that omell . f1owe ver , whothor we l ive together 

wi th tlioueande or j uet e few Jows our J ewi oh c~mmunity ia 

very bi g indeed. Th e Jewish collllJlunity of which we a.ro a 

part really s pano this whole world . So when we think of 

"hel pi ng , " we mean not only Olil'&elvoo di.~ectly , but our 

fe llow J ewe everywhere • 

.'/ba t Do We l.!ea.n b.Y "World Jewr:r"? 

When we as k t his queatioo we are concer ned with know

ing where our fellow Jews live and bow many there are . 

If we do have sone relati onship to those Je~s then like 

an,yboc:IY else whO!I we care tor we a.re e.nxi ous to knou where 

tney live . They lfl/JY not be relatives , although some ot 

you lllBY have ai: uncl e , cousin or lTa.ndpsrent living in 

o.nocber country . Yet it is helpf ul to have s ome idea aa 

to where to f iud these t>eoplo . Besides it JiOkes sense t o 



know whom we a.re "helping . " 

By world Jewry we men11, ! or c"1l.lllple , th:>se J ews who 

live in: -

The United Stetee:--An this book is about the Jews o~ our 

country 1110 \Yill only "IOntiou th11t we have be"n here for 

over ~ years , co.UNO' f r oei every cour.try in t:lle world. 

The Jews of Canoda:--The Canodiru: Jewish co::uouniey recently 

celebrated its 2001'b 8Mive1•sory • • Jews in Clonada also 

repraeent many lands altuou17h mainly France , Polan.I, 

Germany a.od En~lllnd. 

The Jewo of (,_•eat !lritoin:--These include Jews •11bo live in 

England , i~orthrrn Irelnnd , Scotland and Wsles . Jew!J ure 

clouely bound up wi th the hiotory and t r ad i tion or these 

counwiee , iiorti.cularly Enrrln!ld . They 11ave an active com

munity life w!. th 11 1•eot interest ir1 r-elir.i<>us and philan

thropi~ sot1vit1os . 

The Soviet Union:-- A la..rr-c se(!:mcnt of the world'.a Jews live 

in the Soviet Union. ...o.~t of thee: Wc.!'e born in .lusoia , ol

thougll 1aany croc" t l>t'ir orir in to l eland, 1'u.r.<ey and other 

Europoan-Asiutic countr ies . 

The Latin Aooricun Jews: - -.' o . no'le of us living here in :.he 

U'lhed States it is d1.ff1culc to ie>aP.nc tne l:ind ot' liJ'o 

th.at exists in 3011tb a.nd Central J._,6rica or coc., only re 

fert'ed co as Lct1n t.corica. "Le.tin" in the senac that the 

people o.re of Zpanisb ori["in , 1·:1 t • lir!lt !/rovm co':lplexions . 

Jcwa are very '"!UCh oa:rt ot this cu.lture nnd involve them

selves with the country ' s problens a..'ld its "8.Y of life, Thtl 

Je.,s are prosperouo and fe.,l n atron;. at~ach·nont to WO.I'ld 1: 
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J ewry, ~articularly t o Ier ee l. 

The Jewa or India : --How 8tt'lln("e to imaglne o temp lo youth 

r rouri in India . One does exiet , however , in the Bo01bay 

'~eform conl"TeF:Btion. The Jewa or Indio are perhaps am<:ng 

the oldest i n the worl d . They are oart of the Indian 

culture , but still retain strong ties to Jewtsh life Olld 

crndition , particu.larly in terae of tho oyn:rgol)'.Uo . 

The Jews of Israel: - - lsroel is o ver,:- young stat:e, havi.!lg 

oome to 'i!e in 1948. !t is nrobebl,y porul lel to the 

United States i 11 the concern ~·or world Jewry , 'lie werf: <'nce 

the hon<: of i"recdom-!let-~:i n,- Jrws . '.:odov L!ll'O<' l pl oyo that 

role . 1Ve Jeris here in A•~erJ co co.n tr11ce our bori rmings to 

every country in i;he wot·ld , so now I:1ro1>l todny is also 

aettlsd by Jews rro~ -011 lands . 

'!'hese a.re only a fol'/ cow1tri on wllet'e Jcv.e live , 1t 

rives you en idea of the 1•1idooproad r.:ilot~ onship of o ur 

wot'ld J ewioh community. we Jewo nro bound up with e ach 

other and the world. It ho.a been eeid that no Jew nt>ed .reel 

lost or lonely anywhere . Lc't h1111 only ro to the local 

nyn"ropue and he is oo lon~er a stronrer, in fact h~ can 

feel et hDl!lc , Perhaps there is tl"llth in thi~ statement . 

ii0\7 f.!!in.v of Us Arn Thnre in the ,/orld? 

As of iq,;c,<' the eatii:ated Jewioh .,opulution 11as 

12 , ,00, 000 in ul 1. As an l'xa~· le 01' the br eakdown of these 

fi -ures the cow1trie.i we discuosod above W.)Uld contain cho 

l'ollowinr• '1W!\bPr of Jews:-

-
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COUNT.RY -United otates 

Ca n ado 

Great Brite.in 

Soviet Onion 

Lntin Amorice 

l ndie 

lllrnel 
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GENEAAL POPU'Lk'l'ION 

17'< ,uo" ,ooo 
17,0l18 , 000 

'>l , b00, 000 

200. ;:>()() . 000 

li5,21U,OOO 

_;u7, ;>40, 000 

? ,~c- .ooo 

.. 

Jb~SH rOPULATION 

5, 367,000 

25() , vOO 

'<>5,000 

2 ,000,000 

.:.~ ,&!O 

?5 , 400 

i, '::n .uoo 
'lie JeV/8 i·e e.lly do noi; 1111\ke up ll l O.rl:'e part Of t lte J>nl>

ulat1on of 'Cho c oun"ries of • r e world . J us t l ook at the 

compo.rieoneo 1:.i oor •Jlotion f ilruTos £ or I r.din , Lhe United 

States or the ooviot Union, We are baaicaily what ie 

call ed a "mino rity ,,.-roup . " !iowovor , e a ch oJ' us are atilt 

members or a f"l'eat world Jewish c o!:l!:luni-...y . 

Do Jewe in the World i.eed Each Other? 

'Ne have sbown how in the Uni t ed 3tates we Jews hlive 

created inetitutione end organize'Cion& 'CO help ~ach ot her. 

It we do requi r e he l p tbere are >laces ~hat of!er services 

tor our maey needs. Vie here i!'! America ere lucky for 

under f reodom there exists the o~portur.ity to seek help 

when needed. However , in m:i.ny countries e.het'i! ie no free

dom for Jowe. Otten when prohlems arise they are unable 

'C O care tor oacl1 other. Here we co~e in, and each or uo 

must oak "Am I not my i>ro'Cher' s kee per ·1 

We need ooch o'Cher t o ro• eci our freedom . ~oday for, 

ex~ple, in Soviet ~ussie thousands of Jews are dePied 

their religion and even the right to exist as a J~wish com-

- ~ -~---· -- -·· .. 
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munity .3 
Jews a.re denied o.n;y right to emmigrate to Israel, 

let alone to the Uni'Ced Stote& . 

We must help keep our reli~on alive o.nd me~ngrul . 

In Great Britain, South America and India our religion 

needs help. ~hese co11-~tries aunt have a ebbis, leaders 

and books. Judaie r.i ie a relirion that has me.ny patha t owards 

understanding and yr ncticl'. Ao ilef.:>rm Jews we -.iust 

stren~~en 'Chis couroc wherever it noede holp . 

·He must fil"ht diocriaiuu d on nnd prej udice. lie re in 

Al'leri ca we Jews o.re rcnerslly l'ree of sucl1 rea rs. Today we 

a r e tryinr to create eoual o •Ortunitio o for nll people . 

l:lowever, as Jews we huvt: eu!'1ered T.e l'ribly over the cen

turies £rem intolnrance Md p11roocut1on . I t ie otil J ·with 

us• I n Carlo , Er:;rpt the f"Ovcrnm<Hlt hue announce cl •l lans for "" 

demolishinl" the 1,000 veer nl d Jf'wiob ce:aetcr;v. In Uoroc.:o, 

Ale;iP.rs llnd othe r ilort!l Af ricen nu>;ione w1 "re nbout '100, UOO 

Jowc live t >;crc- i s r-rcnt in:iecurliy a nd pcroecuti oi.. s? rn 

G«r::inn,y s;vna::-o('"..ieG were ~nintod with :iviocti l•ns , t ho symb ol 

of t he dictntor .i i tlor. I n l'ect such e ntl-ee l!l i'Ci c vandalism 

oc curred i .n the Un~ t ed 3tates . 

As J ews we should work to provide o .1ocie for o.tl 

" We".lt1crinr Jews."6 Bol i <'ve i~ or no<: rnnn,y J c1;e havo no 

home , t hat ia one wnerc t hey a re aaf r 11od alweyo \'le l coae. 

I n A::ierica we Y.n<Xr s ecuri:Y, t::ie rei'orc, le'C u a not turn our 

b acks on the needy . ~Lx ~i • i ion J nws were kiiled in World 

Jor _.r , ~ crheps the:Je i11clude some e<>11be rs of yolll· family . 

:: .nn~·fu11 .Y t o tne r·one r osity of Jo1711 lr• America !lllli the 

-~ ·j 
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crec.tion of the Stete or Israel, those •Jews who survived 

have a home today. The searoll J or o. home is not o.t o.n 

end , it still remains for the Jews or .!u mania , Morocco and 

Egypt . 

Yes, the needa are there a~tcl helo must ue ~~ven. 

How Can Vie Help? 

There is a j ob to be clone f or t he enke of r1or!d Jewry. 

Can we who read t r1is boolc do an.ythini:.; about ic? 'l'hc snli11er 

is e i efinite yes, r:ei:nvdless of where you live. ~lhe ther 

it ie in a big city or small C01!' ,.u:1ity. Yoµ can have a 

share in (';ULrsnteein1· t he survi vo.1 Rnd .enninc iul e ld.ste nce 

of our world Jewish co>::inun i-ey . 

You do souiothine- when you. c ontribuuo you.r nicl<&ls and 

dimes. These are used by or11s l'li zotions oi' :nen and 1·1omen 

who s 1.end your money ~o solve in 1n•1i..:L! cal ·11a.;vs some Of the 

i>roblems facing J e ws of t1.c world. You cs:i llfl l :O promote 

undors ta.nd i ng and the uttitude tllat we Jr,1·1s in Juner1os 

really care about our fellow J ewr,; around the nlobe . You 

d o tills by becominr- o pen pol with n Jewisb. youn(l'eter in 

Jndia, Israel or !forth Africa. Look st tne wonderful 

opportunity to learn about lit'e io other lal\ils . lie oan vleo 

create underetandin{!' by re:u11 ni> such t.IBfl'azines os ~ 

Over and Kecoin!"" Posted . 'rhc hitter, which is published by 

the Union o.f Ameri can llebrcw Conc re t 9.tio.ns kCH: ps us i n 

touch w;l.th the events of Jewish life e verywhere . 

We can hell' by sendinl" boo1:s and sup .dies tu l.'el i grnus 

schools . Perhaps e s ye c i!ic pro.iect can be undercaken. 

Recently the Nationa l Fe•l'1rati<>r: or Tem!'le Youth raised 
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money to hel p the Reform c one:regation in Bombay. If we 

cannot do the job ourselves then we can help support 

certain organizations who are concerned with world Jewry. 

How Do Some or Our O!'Fanizat i ona 
Help World Jewr;yi 

Let us look brie!ly at just a t'ew of the organizations 

in ou.r Jewish community who help Jews "overseas." 

There i s the United Jewish Appeal. This is the fund 

raieine- organization that co-ord.in&tes all the ~oney 

raised by you a.nd your parents. It ties together all the 

local Jewish welfare funds in yo~r individual communities . ? 

With the eud of World Wa.r II it wus voalized that fab-

ulous s=s of woney weve needed to help Jews overeeas . It 

1•111,s t he Jewish families in America who accepted the challenge 

to ruise t his .uonay, In 1960 the United Jewish Appeal 

raised over 130 million dol lars runong Airerican Jows. 8 

The Joint Distribution Comaittee ia aesns for distri

butin(' tl'lis money abroad ac.:ordin('. to seed. Afte.r the war 

,1 ews who had survived fled to the free co1tntries of Eu.rorie , 

Asia, South America and later Israel . This meant ~are !or 

the oi•phens , t he a(l;ed and the sick. He l p i'laa also required 

in reuniting fBlllilies and aseistin~ m~n to J!19.ke e liv1n~. 

T:ii.:i is still u task among the wanderini; and the homeless 

Jewa . The. Joint Di stribution \;OJ!, ittee hns helped the Jews 

ot' Uoslem lands who a.re oypreased by poverty and discriJll

in'l tion. ·J•ens or ~11ousanda hav e been helped by curing their 

6i•ens~s end se Loling chem in Israel . In 1 95? Poland 

suddenly open its re.tea i'o'r Jews seeking a fresh start in 
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l araol ".lore t ho n 30, 000 we r e brou•·bt t o tl\e ":?ror.liood Lond" 

th r ouc;h the cft'orto of the J Q\'.l\; Dist r ibution .=ocnittr .... 9 

Their work uti 1° r oos on . "''ti te recently , i'or exo'l'!'l I' , or 

earthquake struc/. the co~•un11:)' of A·adir , Aorncco . Aid 

f'or the Jews of tooc city w11a 3w l ied b:t th<' ,foint Di.s tri 

bution Co120ittee . I ts ~ro,1ccts l•rr v1orti1·· of .ltll' au• •Dr t . 

:/11at about our reli,.ion? Are tuere o:::-r:iniznc_ono to 

keep it a.live a1.d o ft'c.r servic,. tn J rwq 11.,0 as., i o,.. it? ln 

order t? br in(' the ri:cnsnr-e or our ·'eforn Je...,ish f :.ith tn 

world Jewry o novc,.1cnt <'l' i ,1t:s cttl h•l t hr. .:crld IJnir>n •'or 

coni:ro~oUon::i , ·!i stri bu ten text- boo::s an I eciucationcl "!\ te

riols end tT'Vo to brin r· o<>L~r u••l. t y of ••ur!,'os e to Liberal 

Jews all ovor tl1e world . .:on• r<' ·n tiO!lS in l :..nnt!!:l , vnli;ed 

Stst<1a , Arr ont;i1•0 , Enc l ond , !•ranee , Can11da ond l r!tlio o i l bo

l o np: t o t.he "Ylorld Union . 11 Pnrnn •n ;vou l!lllY ·'" l.uck;i• cnou~t1 

·to soend o week ot the i'/ort 1 Y •> ~h cu.:io. 1·:.1cre .1tH'or ru J ewia11 

youth f r o111 a l 1 of t?1e f our i: c:r ttr. rs of the esrtb j oin t;0-

6 et her tor litec:.i 's1 ons , l'o I I owsni.o ~n-1 M'll.'fcr . By suoriort-

1 nir t r.e Wo rld Union "or rToo r c39ive Jutlo i sm we can help 

build t ho rolirion o! _or a e l. 

It is s bir "orB we live in . l'he poi;s i bilities for 

irett i np: t o :tnow i'C a.re becominf" -renter each day in our 

"space and rocket a~e . " At ooe ti.cc the Jews who lived 1 11 

Babylonia ("llve up no1e or evar seeing Jude e aga in. Today we 

a.re l ucki er than tbey were. We do not l ive in "e xih . " ~le 

a r e als o the l e aders of a world Jewish coll:l!Wli ty . I t i s a 

wonder tul f eel ing t o iCDow y ou can be a t home i n so many ~laces . 
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~l'.AFl'l:...'! XII 

ONE FlllAL , fil.S•l'ION
WHERE DO YOU PIT IN? 

What Do You Know About Yourselr~ 

Well you know t hot you are part of a his'l;ory thot ·· oce 

back to the berinnin~ of A~erios i'l;~elf, Your ~rsndfotner 

or r-randmotncr represent i;hc sei;tl!'rnem;a S"ld ountrl butione 

or the :na.nv 1-rou r>o tnoll cace to i;ois count ry . As o Jew 

a.nd an Anerioo.n you liv e in the Jewi>ih COl!l.11U.'1 i1:Y '!;hot has 

r rown up durinr thooo years. 

To be n11 r t of t hie J ewish life involves u oonoorn 

and intoreot loca lly, nationully and in 1ll\e •.'/Ol'ld. 'l'llore 

lll'O Jewish orr;e.nizotionc to help you when in need . Others 

provide te l l owship and recreoi;1on . You and ,your purents 

help raioo 'l!O!lO,y o.nd :iu:i ort welfare drives for the collocG

i n1; 11.Dd distributinr. or funds . You have learned c11at you 

e r e free o.nd ::iri viler1ed to 11 vc llllJ enjoy t.he 1·enere1 co•1-

111unity. You nave r.lso 1"6rr.(Ci .:hat: '.Ot all Jews are llO 

rortunD te and i;hot •,111 must I.Ir!.,, co lire tue oda('e ".Ul 

!areal are brotners . " ,/e .:nD'l1 er.at be~nr· o 1:1emher or the 

Jewish COm:Junity cives Us 1:1uch t o be thru1V.1'ul for . I t does , 

however , i mpose u pon ue certain chellenres or :~c!es. 

What Are OUr Duties Aa Uembers 
01 t he Jewish Com1:1Urilfi l 

1 . Enjoy being a Jew:-- Your Jewi s h co>:iw\W.icy , 
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~. 

'S . 

4. 

5. 

6 . 

throu~ its organizntione , Robbi e, teachers, 
leaders and your r>arente can help ma ke 
Judaism a wonderful ond rewording experience 
tor you. 

Realizeafrutur a b i litioa:--You are possessed 
With a and the ability to loarn. 
Judaism asks you to bo aware or lite. 
EQui r y ourself with knowledge , both at 
school durin~ t he week o.nd at the 
r elir;ious school on the week-end . 

Honor vour fczdli:--Your fw:iily is the oost 
11:roort1111t 11 1·rouo i n ·1our Jr1?io~. co:n.~unity. 
above nnrl beyond nJ.l 01·rnn1zetiona, fund 
reisi.nr ~rives a nd ceuoec . They help you 
to live r1ell an'1 nal'<>l.Y . You in l:urn shO\r 
reaooc t and l ove. 

Hell your conrrernti on:--'l'he Jewish com
m y i s stre nrl:hencd by toe messere of 
relirion . Tn the synaro11;110 prayer and 
study will prepar e you for cct ion. 

Be eci;ive 111 your oommunitf:--Do not let 
11Geor e;e 11 do It . llo o 11do t you1·nelf mi:m . " 
P.e concnrnorl and i 1•1'ormnl 11b out Jowie h. 
11 fc i n l"eneral . 

Do not .ro1·get cho world: --I t is really u 
smill world. We J owe l. ive evel"'/Whorc , !leln 
to runl:e uo tile finest oxo.aiplac ot world · 
ci ti ~. ens . 

Thus what is a Jewish co ,w.1u.cit'/ ~ A Jewish corununity 

is e way of life created t'nr vou . I t does not, h01vever, end 

at i:nec . You muot centirue to cr eate. You see - You are 

the Je\'JiBh CO"l.JUllityl 
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