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INTRODUCTION

A few words of comment and explanation are necessary

for a better understanding of this paper. We have used as

many sources of the available information concerning Jews in

agriculture as possible in -the limited amount of time. At

the same time, it should be made clear that many sources of in­

formation on the subject are not at hand in the facilities at

the Hebrew Union College Library, the Cincinnati Public Library

and the Library of the University of Cincinnati.

We have covered completely the sources for the his­

tory of the American Jew in agriculture available in the Hebrew

Union College Library. We have utilized all of the copies of

the American Israelite dealing with the pro bleu. We have also

used the American Hebrew and many other periodicals to a lesser

extent. Of our source mat erial, the American Israelite and the

complete reports of the Jewish Agricultural Society from 1900

to the. present proved to be most valuable.

In addition to the source material a large amount of

secondary material was used because of the impossibility of se­

curing certain information in any other way. It is, of course,

indicated, where material is fxom a secondary source.

One of the most important parts of the paper is the

short analysis of the soils and adaptabilities of various sec­

tions of the country for agriculture. Throughout our history

of the American Jew as a farmer we have continuously referred



to his position on the land with reference to the type of land

which he chose to farm. We have tried to show the relationship

between careful choice of soils and successful., farming. We

have continuuusly emphasized the necessity for careful., select­

ion of land in farming enterprises. The major part of our in­

formation concerning soils has been obtained from the United

States Government Department of Agriculture. This department

has published a map which shows every county in the United

States and its adaptability to agriculture.

We have also been in correspondence with the Depart­

ment of Agriculture and the Department of Labor, Bureau of Im­

migration and Naturalization. In dealing with the subject of

the German Jewish refugee we have used material from letters

from the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee, the

Jewish Agricultural Society, and several other Jewish organ­

izations which work with those refugees.

One of the most important aspects of this paper is

the use of maps. These have been designed and drawn by Miss

June Kurlander. Throu^i than we have shewn almost every place

in the United States where Jews settled as farmers. Frequently

locations of’ certain settlenents were not described exactly

in the sources available to us. However, by comparing descript­

ions of those colonies in the. west, and in other sections of

the United States which were noir developed at the time of Jew­

ish settlement, it has been possible to place our locations,

approximately, that is, within an error limit of ten miles.

The settlements of farmers,or the farm of individuals, where
they have been important, are located where they were at the



time of the settlement of the farm. We believe that this is

the first time that such maps have been made to show the many

farm colonization projects and settlements that have been car­

ried on during the history of the American Jew in agriculture.

In general we have been concerned mainly with group

settlements of farmers, and not with isolated men in scattered

parts of the countiy. Indeed, Jews did not caie to be widely

separated from one another in their agricultural settlements.

Therefore, we have not found it necessary to trace down every

Jewish farmer in the United States but have generalized in

many instances.

This is not by any means a complete treatment of the

subject at hand, nor is it intended to be. A great deal of

valuable source material is scattered over the entire United

States and such data.would be necessary to complete this

study. It would also be advisable to visit the actual settle­

ments, or what remains of them , and to converse with the in­

habitants in order to get a true understanding of the problems

that beset them.

However, this paper is an attempt to cover only the

material at hand. It is an "essay" in the truest sense of the

word. It will require a great deal of time and study to fin­

ish the work of which this paper is only the beginning.
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PART ONE

COLONIAL HISTORY OF THE JE,VS IN THE

UNITED STATES.
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European Backgrounds

The position, or lack of it, of the Jew in most of

the countries of Europe had a marked effect on the history

of the American Jew and his endeavors in the field of agri­

culture. Beginning with Columbus’ men we find prisoners of

7 the Spanish Inquisition who were pressed into service as sal1-

ors for the explorer’s unpopular expedition. Among his crew

there were Marano Jews and one in particular has gone down in

history as the first Jew engaged in agricultural pursuits in

the New World.

Luis de Torres was one of the Maranos with the fleet

of Columbus, serving in the capacity of an interpreter. His

ostensible position was to interpret the Indian and Oriental

languages to the members of the fleet. The surprise of the

men and the embarassment of de Torres must have been great in­

deed when upon landing it became evident that de Torres could

neither understand nor make himself understood to the Indians

who were to be found in this part of the world. De Torres

lost his job as interpreter and since there was no future for

him in Spain he determined to settle in Cuba where he lived

as a planter. De Torres is generally credited with having in­

troduced the use of tobacco to civilized men. It is per­

haps si gnif-i cant that from this point on Jews were associated

with the tobacco trade, not only as traders and manufacturers

but as growers as well.

1. Christopher Columbus, Kayserling, p. 90, ff., quoted from
Jewish Pioneers in America, Anita Libman Lebeson; Brentanos Pub­
lishers, 1931.
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But we cannot strictly speaking call de Torres the

first example of an American Jeu engaged in agricultural pur­

suits. Indeed, the first evidence of Jews actively engaged

in agriculture in the territory that became later the United

States of America does not appear until a century and a half

later.

But before 1492 and since 1628 there have been many

examples of the Gentile’s encouraging the Jew in the unpopular

"professions". Beginning with the chivalric ages commerce and

money speculations had been considered as unmanly occupations.

Therefore they were almost entirely yielded to the Jew, forcing

him to become a merchant and a financial speculator. Prior to

1793 there was no place in Europe where the Jew had complete

equality in the estimations of Christian law. He could own

no land, and legal status was based on land ownership. The

European Jews who came to this country during the colonial

period were penniless and friendless, unacquainted with the

languages and laws of this country. Yet, with all their

loneliness even the soil could not offer them a living in the

continent of Europe.

ENGLAND

Engl and was the first country to lift the land own­

ership ban. During the rule of Oliver Cromwell, (1649-1660),

the government urged that the Jews be admitted into Britain

1. American Israelite, August 22, 1856.



and her possessions. It was largely due to Cromwell’s bene­

volent protection that the Jews were able to gain a foothold

in the British colonial possessions. Thus, fostered by Crom­

well, Jews were, able to become prominent members of the Am-
-----erican colonies controlled by England.

At the end of the seventeenth century a situation

arose that might well have been in reaction to the government

imposed by Cromwell. It may be regarded as an effort to dis­

place those Jews who through his generosity were able to come

to a position of relative wealth in the new colonies of Bri­

tain.

In 1696 an act forbidding any non-native resident

of England, Ireland, or the British plantations threatened to

end the commercial and agricultural activities of the Jews of

England. Within two weeks of the introduction of that law

in 1696 the House of Commons received a protest issued by the

"Hebrew Nation Residing at London". This organization.made

its plea in behalf of its co-religionists in the colonies who

were vitally interested and concerned with the law, since their

livelihood was mainly trading, in many instances supplemented

by agriculture. The following claims were made by the "He­

brew Nation" group:

"I. Because that most of them were.by the
Rigour of the Spanish and Portuguese Inquisition
forced to Renounce their Native Countries and to
shelter themselves under the Merciful Protection
of the English Government...

1. Brief Survey of the Jews in American Agriculture, Darwin
S.' Levine; unpubTisTied thesis (M.A.), Teachers College, Co­
lumbia University, 1928; p. 15.
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"II. That those of the nebrew Nation (be­
ing a great many Families of Traders) and some
Plail^ers in the Plantations, have been kindly en­
tertained and Mercifully Protected above Forty
Years, always trading with all Manner of Freedom.

"III. That this trade is in goods sent
from Ehgland for which they made Returns in the
Product of the respective Plantations, which...
makes commodities, or rather necessities in the
Plantations, more plentiful to the said planta­
tions.... and

"VII. That those of the Hebrew Nation do
look upon whatever Country they Retire to from
the Rigour of the Inquisitions.a. as their Native
Country by Reason of the Protections they meet
with there..

The importance of this document lies in its present­

ation of certain facts that should in themselves make the Jews

eligible for citizenship, it described their allegiance and

loyalty to the Ring and to the English colonies, it expressed

the strong feeling of gratitude.which the Jews.felt toward any

country that granted them refuge during those trying times.

it also brought out their position in the agricultural and trad­

ing situation of the New World with reference to their rather

precarious status in the Old... Whether because of this protest

or in spite of it, Jewish commerce in the colonies continued
2.

to flourish.

The type of innni gration from England to the colonies

may be deduced from the situation just related, it is appar­

ent that the Jews who went to the English colonies at this ear­

ly period were religious refugees who had to leave their home­

land and find a livelihood elsewhere, if they did not have

1. Jewish Pioneers in America, Lebeson, p. 106-107.

2. ibid.
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full legal status it is evident that the Jews had at least

been enjoying a considerable amount of prestige in England

and in the colonies. The passing of such a decree by its

very acknowledgment of the situation shows that the Jews oc­

cupied a strong position important enough to merit active

opposition.

in brief summary it may be stated that the emigra­

tion of Jews from England to the colonies was partially of a

voluntary nature and partially a case of necessity. English

Jews were enjoying fair conditions at home at the time of

early settlement. ’ Only those adventurous souls who saw in

the colonies new and great opportunities, or those who were

so badly off that they were willing to try anything rather

than to live on as they were became the pioneers. However

there were refugees from other countries in England who al­

so saw in tne colonies a means for more wholesome and more

profitable living, it should be understood that the number

of Jews engaged in agriculture at this time was neither large

nor important in any way, save that of marking a beginning.

Yet this is important in itself as is the beginning of any

• ' great movement.

SPAIN AND PORTUGAL

As has been shown by the petition addressed to the

House of Commons by the Jews of London in 1696 there were

numerous Jews in the colonies whose former homelands had been

Spain and Portugal. Conditions there were the motivating fac­
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tor causing the Jews to leave those countries and settle

elsewhere. "The earliest period of American Jewish immi­

gration may be charged to the ceaseless persecution of the

Jews by the Latin speaking countries under Catholicism."

GERMANY AND AUSTRIA

Germany contributed to the settlers of the New
2. '■ <

World as early as 1733. Conditions prompting the Jews to

leave Germany and to try their fortunes abroad were described

in 1783 by a German Jew who addressed a Memorial to the Pres­

ident of the united states, in which he described the"wretch-
3.

ed life led by the Jews of Germany". He told of the many

disabilities which kept the Jews from earning a living save

in the most miserable fashion as petty shop-keepers or trades­

men. This man felt that America offered them an escape, an

opportunity to fulfill their modest hopes which were: "...to

establish colonies at our own cost and to engage in agricul­

ture, commerce, art and sciences... .Supposing that 2,000 fam­

ilies of us would settle in a desert of America and convert

it into fertile land, will the old inhabitants of the provinee
4.

suffer by it?"

The conditions in Germany which prompted Jews to

leave are quite simply explained. They could not legally hold

land and were thus kept from ever becoming anything more than

1. brief Survey of the Jews in American Agriculture, Levine,
p. 35. x .

2. Lebeson, op. clt., pp. 106-107. (wrong reference, delete note.)
2. American Jewish Historical Society Publications, Vol. I, pp.

9-10.
3. Lebeson, op., cit.. p. 265.
4. Ibid.
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the small business men described above and the usual money­

lenders. "In Austria no Israelite could bold real estate

prior to the year 1848 of the Christian Grace; yet many of

them cultivated the ground, althou^i the title to the land

was held by a^neighbor and yielded to them only by invasion

of the laws." Thus, these people saw an opportunity to

start as men with no disabilities or handicaps in America,

only an unlimited future. The idea of a new "promised land"

prompted them to leave their father_land and try their for­

tune in a strange country.'

DIFFICULTIES OF ADJUSTMENT TO AN ADOPTED

HOMELAND

The Jews of England, Spain, Portugal, Germany, and

Austria forsook an urban life and came to a pioneer country

where it was necessary to make a difficult adjustment. They

were more handicapped than the non-Jewish settlers since they

were Inexperienced in the ownership and management of property

and they had had little opportunity to work on the soil. Since

distances were greater then, relatively speaking, the people

had to be more self-sufficient than they had been in their home­

lands. Therefore they produced their own goods insofar as they

were able to do so. The colonists who were neither manufact­

urers or farmers were welcomed as middlemen and through them

the-others carried on their work and trade. It was into this

group, for the most part,that the Jews drifted, by reason of

1. American Israelite, August 22, 1856.
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their European backgrounds. Some of them became fur traders

and trappers. Some turned to commerce, some to real estate,

and some to business... A notable few surmounted the diffi­

culties and devoted themselves to agriculture in the colonies

where they had such opportunities, xt is these with whom we

shall now concern ourselves.

VIRGINIA L I

The first document dealing with Jewish ownership of

land in the colonies states that in 1648 one John Levy received

a patent for 200 acres of land on Lowell's Creek, James City
1.

County, Virginia. This is the only mention of this man to

be found in the records of early American farmers, which leads

us to assume that he became a recognized member of the community

at James city, and probably assimilated with the non-Jews as
2.

was the case with many of the early pioneers.

we find records of Michael Israel, another early Jew­

ish farmer in Virginia almost a century later. He received a

land patent in 1757, settled in Albemarle county, and farmed
3.

the land as did his predecessor.

W AMSTERDAM

A theory has been proposed by at least one historian

in the field of the history of the American Jew in agriculture,

1. William and Mary Quarterly, Vol. X, p. 95.

2. Levine, 6p. cit., p. 25.

3. Albermarle County in Virginia, Rev. Edgar Woods, pp. 359-
363; referred to by Levine, op. cit., ca. p. 25. 
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that there were some Jewish farmers residing in the Dutch

colony in New Amsterdam in the 1650’s, the records of whose

activities have not yet been brought to light through re­

search. This historian, Darwin S. Levine, bases his theory

on a letter written at Amsterdam, Holland, on April 4, 1652,

by the Director of the West India Company to the Governor of

New Netherlands in regard to soldiers sent to New Amsterdam by

the Company at the request of the Governor and Council:

"Among them, you shall find some Jews on the
muster rolls, who have engaged to serve as sol­
diers during the term of one year after their ar­
rival, but after that year they intend to return
to farming business from which they were taken
here. We do not hesitate to acquiesce in this
proposal, as we may next year replace them by
others."

MARYLAND

Maryland, in addition to Virginia, is numbered among

the states where there were early Jewish colonies, it is not

likely, however, that there was any sort of Jewish organiza-
2.

tion there prior to the Revolutionary War. The first Jewish

pioneer in that state was Dr. Jacob Lumbrozo who was known as
3.

"ye Jew doctor”. He resided in Maryland as early as 1658.

His early activities were not in agriculture, so we need not dis­

cuss them here. It was not until he was given certain rights

of citizenship in 1663 that he could legally own land and engage

1. Dutch Colonial Records, Vol. IV, p. 65, tr. by Vanderkemp;
quoted by Levine, op. cit., p. 19.

2. The Jews of Iowa, Rabbi Simon Glazer; Koch Bros. Printing
Co., Des Moines, lowa, 1904, p. 95.

3. Levine, op. cit.. pp. 19-21.
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in the cultivation thereof. "The manuscript records of the

Maryland Land Office at Annapolis have yielded somewhat ful­

ler accounts of the uncertain period after 1663. Letters of
1.

denization were issued to him on September 10, 1663."

These letters were of considerable importance to Lumbrozo for

their effect was to change his status from that of an alien

who had no standing, save that of being allowed to institute

civil proceedings in courts, to that of a semi-naturalized cit

izen enjoying most of the privileges of a native or English-

born subject. Among these was included the right of land set­

tlement under the liberal terms of plantation establsihed by

the Lord Proprietary.

Lumbrozo lost no time in exercising his newly found

privileges and prerogatives. "On September 11, 1663, the very

day after the issue of the letters, an entry is found in the

Maryland Archives in which Lumbrozo demands land 'for his own

transportation anno 1656 and for Elizabeth his wife, anno
2.

1662'." one year later, in August, 1664, Lumbrozo recorded

his title to 200 additional acres of land. Of these 150 acres

were secured by transfer, by reason of his bringing Jeremy

Taylor, an indentured servant,into the settlement, the remain-
3 •

ing 50 acres were allotted to him.

The will of Dr. Jacob Lumbrozo shows definitely that

besides being a practicing physician he was engaged in agricul

ture . it may be found in the office of the Register of Wills

1. Proceedings of the Council, 1637-1667, Maryland Archives,
vol. ill, p. 188; quoted by Levine, op. cit., pp. 19-21.
2. Ibid.
3. ibid.
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of Annapolis, Maryland. A portion of it follows:

"Two years after my decease she (his wife) shall
send to Holland or any other Convenient Place, 4,000
pounds of.good and well-Conditioned Tobacco and caske
to be delivered to my dearly beloved sister ^Rebecca)
Lumbrozo and two years after tnat the same quantity of
good and well Conditioned Tobacco and Caske to be de­
livered likewise to my aforesaid loving sister iRebecca)
Lumbrozo."

GEORGIA

Tobacco planting is the first type of agricultural

activity by a Jew in America that is recorded in our Colonial

history. Jewish colonizations on a large scale began in the

settlement in u-eorgia. under Governor uglethorpe Georgia con­

tained numerous Jews concerning whom there is abundant mater­

ial. In relation to Maryland the Georgia planters arrived at

a later date; the first mention of jews in Georgia does not

come until 1733 as compared with Lumbrozo's arrival in Mary­

land in 1658.

Georgia was intended by its founders to be a silk

raising and wine producing colony. Therefore the settlers

were carefully selected with an effort to permit those who

had special interests along these lines to enter first. "The

Portuguese Jews, both the original settlers and those who
2.

came later were experts in these industries."

In 1733 jews constituted one-third of the entire
3.

population of Georgia. land was allotted to them by Gover-
4.

nor uglethorpe who sold them all they wanted. The Jews were

1. American jewish Historical Society Publications, vol. 1, ar­
ticle by j. H. Hollander on "...Material relating to lumbrozo."
2. nebeson, op. cit ♦, p. 172.
3. The Jews of Georgia in Colonial Times, Leon Huhner, from

American Tawish Historical Society Publications, No.10,1902.
KP.’V?-vec-------------------- ------------------ ----------------------- 
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not interested in citizenship or civil rights; all they were

concerned about was the freehold to the land which they had

purchased. The Jews were not segregated nor was there any

attempt to make a distinctly Jewish section of the colony;

they were permitted to purchase land at will in any section

of the state, and they were represented in nearly every dis­

trict.

Forty Jewish families landed at Savannah on July 7,

1733, the day that Governor Oglethorpe was dividing up the

land among all the inhabitants of the colony who had been

there previously. Plantations, town lots, gardens, and farms

were being given to those who expressed a desire to farm in

any way at all and to continue their locations in Georgia.
3.

The Jews were given their share of the distribution.

Two Hebrew congregations, a Sephardic group, and an

Ashkenazic group were founded in Georgia before the outbreak
4.

of the Revolutionary War. The Sephardic Congregation, in

an attempt to diminish the strain of pauperism by immigration,

appointed a committee to apply for Grants of Land in Georgia.

These were being freely distributed by representatives of the

British Government in that colony. The committee remained in

effect for several years. Although it continued in its offi­

cial capacity until after 1745 it is doubtful whether it ever
5 *

achieved any practical results from its labors.

4. (continued from page 12, ibid.
1. Ibid.
2. ibid.
3. Glazer, op. cit., p. 96.
4. Ibid.
5. Sketches of Anglo-Jewish History, James Picciotto; Trubner

and Co., London, 1875, p. 152.
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There is evidence that a group of 78 people, Salz­

burgers, arrived in Georgia coming from Berchtalsgaden on

December 28, 1733. These people were given a settlement by

Oglethorpe four miles below the present town of Springfield,

Effingham County, Georgia. Three years later, in 1736,they

abandoned their vineyards which had been unsuccessful. With

the consent of Governor Oglethorpe they relocated on a high

ridge near the Savannah Hiver to which they gave the name of

New Ebenezer. Here they prospered and multiplied in their
1.

main pursuit---- the silk industry.

According to the American Jewish Historical Society

Publications as just cited, there was a settlement of German

Jews in the colony of Georgia who owned land and engaged in the

silk industry in which they were quite prosperous. Mrs. Lebe-

son in her book, Jewish Pioneers in America, has used this

source and yet we find the following statement in her book

contradicting the report of the American Jewish Historical So­

ciety article:

"A peculiar internal rift separated the little
band of Georgian Jews into two very distinct camps.
Very much like the situation in Massachusetts ’where
the Lodges speak only to the Cabots, and the Cabots
speak only to God*, the Portuguese Jews refused ab­
solutely to have anything to do with the German Jews.
In addition to the usual feeling of superiority the
Sephardim were bolstered up by the knowledge that.
they have paid their cwn way whereas the German Jews
were objects of charity. Then too, the Portuguese
Jews were landholders, while of the German element
there is no trace in the original deed, une of the
bistorians of ueorgia says that the Jews asked for
no charity, claimed no peculiar privileges, and de- 

1. American Jewish His torical Society Publications, volume I,
pp. 9-10.
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manded from the trustees nothing but the freeholds which
their money purchased."

Perhaps the discrepancy in presentation may be explain­

ed by the fact that the Germans were given their land by Ogle­

thorpe, and thus were “objects of charity", while the Portu­

guese Jews bought theirs, and so considered themselves socially

superior. At any rate we must acknowledge that both race groups

were extant in the colony of Georgia at the same time, and that

they did not live together in any sort of harmony, we will see

that this was also true in other colonies.

The Jewish colonists were not allowed to stay in

Georgia merely because of generosity on the part of uglethorpe.

There was a distinct purpose behind the permission given to the

jews to settle in that colony. As has been mentioned there was

the desire on the part of the proprietors to make Georgia a

silk raising and wine producing colony, in Portugal the Jews

had been accustomed to the planting and cultivating of vine­

yards. Although they were legally banned from owning land, in

practice they fanned as independently as they wished on land to

which their Gentile friends held the deeds, xn this way many

of them became expert vinerons, ( i.e., those who were engaged

in the productions of grapes), and silk growers. So it was

only natural on the part of the proprietors of the Georgia col­

ony to give the Sephardic jews permission to buy land, and to

allow then to settle in the colony. Then too, the fact that

Georgia was to be a silk and wine producing colony undoubtedly

1. nebeson, op. cit.. pp. 172-173.



-16-

influenced the dews to go there.

The best known of the colonists of this colony, at

least to those of us who read, of their history today, was
2.

Abraham de Lyon who "stood high as a horticulturist". De

Lyon, one of the Sephardic settlers, introduced tie culture
3.

of grapes into the Georgia colony. in addition to being cre­

dited with the introduction of grape culture, De Lyon also was

acknowledged to have "introduced successfully usefull foreign

plants, and in the cultivation of the vine labored assiduously
4.

to make Georgia a grape growing country".

De Lyon enjoyed the special favor of the governor

and received considerable prominence in the community by vir­

tue of his successful vineyard where he grew Porto and Mala-
5.

ga grapes.

Since the trustees of the colony expected such a

great profit from the colony it was only natural that they

took a special interest in those of the colonists who were

engaged in the silk and wine industries. Thqy watched the

progress of the settlers closely, une of their number, Col­

onel William Stephens, made the following descriptive report

of the first vineyard in Georgia, that of Abraham de Lyon:

"1737, December 6. After dinner walked out
to see what improvements of vines were made by one
Mr. Lyon, a Portuguese Jew, which 1 had heard some
talk of;’ and indeed nothing had given me so much
pleasure since my arrival as what 1 found here;
though it was yet (if I may say it properly) only 

1. Huhner, op. cit., pp. 79-81.
2. Ibid.
3. Glazer, op. cit., p. 96.
4. The.. Settlement_of.Jthe_Jews in_Npjdttc America, Charles P. Daly

and Max J. Kohler; Philip Cowen, New York, 1893, p. 66.
5. Levine, op. cit.. p. 23.
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in the Miniature for he had cultivated only for
two or three years past about half a Score of
them which he received from Portugal for an Ex­
periment; and by his skill and Management in
pruning etc., they all bore this year very plenti­
fully a most beautifull large Grape, as big as a
Man’s Thumb, almost pellucid, and bunches exceed­
ing big; , all which was attested by Persons of
unquestionable Credit, (whom I had it from), but
the Season now would allow me only to see the Vines
they were gathered from, which were so flourishing
and so strong that I sav one Shoot of this last
year only, which he allowed to grow from the root
of a Bearing vine, as big as my Walking-Cane, an!
run oyer a few Poles laid to receive it at least
Twelve or Fourteen Foot as near as 1 could judge.
From these he has raised more than a Hundred which
he has planted all in bis little Garden behind his
House at about Four foot Distance, each in the Man­
ner and Foim of a Vineyard: They have taken Root
and are about one Foot and a Half high; the next
Year he says he does not doubt raising a Thousand
more, and the year fo Having at least Five Thousand.
1 could not believe, (considering the high situation
of the Town tpon a Pine Barren, and the little Ap­
pearance of such Productions in these little Spots
of Ground annexed to tie House), that he had found
some proper Manure wherewith to improve the sandy
Soil, without any other Art than his Planting and
Pruning, which he seemed to set some value on from
his Experience in being bred among the Vineyards
in Portugal; and to convince the World that he in­
tends to pursue it from the Encouragement of the
Soil proving so proper for it he has at this time
hired four men to clear and prepare as much land
as they possibly can upon his Forty-five Acre Lot,
intending to convert every Foot of the whole that
is fit for it into a vineyard; though he complains
of his present inability to be at., such an Expence
as to employ Servants for Hire.” *

Al though de Lyon was the first person to intro­

duce viticulture into the Georgia colonies, and although the

Jews were also extensively engaged in silk raising, importing,

and selling, they did not stay in the colony for a very long

time. They left the colony because slavery was prohibited, and

because the industries in which they were interested could not 

1. American Jewish Historical Society Publications, Vol. I,
pp. 11-12.
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survive without slave labor. After a few years many of the

settlers, Jew and Gentile alike, were forced out of the colony

by the restrictions which were imposed by the English Trustees.

The majority of these settled in South Carolina. Some of them

returned to Georgia later, but the continuity of the Jewish
2.

Agricultural colony was broken.

>“ Z SOUTH CAROLINA

v The first mention of a Jew engaged in agriculture in

South Carolina occurs in 1762 with the presence of Moses Lindo

in that colony, in 1762 Lindo practically controlled the in­

digo industry in South Carolina. He owned many acres of indi­

go farms and encouraged and directed its growth. Lindo was in­

terested not only in the production of indigo but also in other

plants and roots and their chemical and medicinal properties.

He made many experiments with roots and weeds in order to test

them for their suitability as dyeing factors which interested

him because of the great value of dyes at that period of his­

tory. He was regarded by the British government and by his fel­

low planters as the outstanding indigo merchant in the colonies.

Strictly speaking he was a broker of dye-stuffs in general, but

because of his active interest and participation in the grow­

ing of the produce which he later sold, he must be regarded as

being among the early Jewish agriculturists.

Closely following Moses Lindo was Erances Salvador,

1. Huhner, op. cit., pp. 79-81.
2. Levine, op. cit. , p. 25. .
3. The Jews of South Carolina, Barnett A. Elzas; J. B. Lippin­
cott Go., J?hila. , Fa.; p. 53 ff.
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anottier South Carolina Jew, prominent not only as a farmer "but

as a large land-owner. He was one of the most important fig-
1.

ures in early American Jewish history. Salvador owned a

7,000 acre plantation, cultivated it with slave labor, as was

the custom, and lived the life of a planter. He is recorded

to have been living on the plantation with his friend Rapley
2.

at Coronaca in Ninety Six District by 1774.

NEW JERSEY

There is but one mention of a Jew engaged in agri­

culture in New Jersey prior to the Revolutionary period. He

was David Hays, a planter residing on a plantation in Griggs

Town, Somerset County, in 1774. Hays offered his plantation

for sale in 1774 and no mention is made of him in the field of
3.

agriculture again.

LOUISIANA

Evidence exists also confinning the residence of Jews

in Louisiana during the early days of the Colonial period. This

fact is shown in the attitude of the officials of the colony of

Louisiana toward the Jews. In placing discriminations against

them they were upheld by the french government, from the rec­

ords of the early days in Louisiana we find that attempts were

made to enforce the law which ordered the expulsion of all of

the Jews from the colony. Attempts were likewise made to mal-

1. Elzas, op. cit., pp. 70-71.
2. xbid.
5. American Jewish Historical Society Publications, Vol. XVII,

p. 39.
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treat the Jews and otherwise to keep them from continuing their

settlement in that colony where they were largely engaged in

general farming.

IMPORTANCE OF THE AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITIES OF

JEZ/S IN THE COLONIAL PERIOD.

This last bit of information concludes mention of all

pertinent records available to the writer on the Colonial per­

iod of the American Jew in Agriculture, -rhe time was one of

beginnings, modest and slow, but nevertheless important for se­

veral reasons.

The engaging of the Jew in agriculture in the United

States on his own land, in complete religious and civil freedom

(in most cases) represents the first time in centuries that he

was permitted the privilege of purchasing land and working it

himself. A second point of considerable significance, lies in

the fact that certain Jews at this time, although free to go

into any profession that they might choose, and with full know­

ledge that almost anything they might do would be profitable

because of the newness of the country and its unlimited oppor­

tunities, still chose to go into agriculture despite the dif­

ficulties which beset them, inexperience hindered most of the

Jews in addition to the natural proclivity on their part to be

urban dwellers, having lived in cities only for so many cen­

turies.

An emotional element presented itself as an additional

1. The Jews in Louisiana, Leo Shpall; Steeg Printing and Pub­
lishing Co., New Orleans, La., 1955, p. 6.
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hardship. Bor the Jews who went on the land during this per­

iod it was necessary to give up practically all semblance to

Judaism in their everyday lives, it was an impossibility for

them to carry on the tradition of their faith when they were

isolated from all other Jews and cut off from the Jewish com­

munity and its customs which had played so important a part in

their lives up to this time, indeed, this factor, which shows

the willingness of the Jew to be a pioneer instead of a city

dweller cannot be underestimated, it runs absolutely contrary

to the situation which existed later on, when the Jews refused

to go on the land unless there was at least a community of ten

so as to enable them to hold their daily religious services.

The Jews of the Colonial period did not achieve notable

success as agriculturists. They did succeed in paving the way /

for future successes. By their courage and hardiness they show­

ed that the Jew, as well as anyone else, could be a pioneer.

They showed that the Jew could overcome great handicaps and still

survive in the field of agriculture. More than this, they pro­

vided an inspiration for certain far-sighted individuals who

perceived how much more the Jew might be able to do with the

proper education and preparation for the task of tilling the

soil. hV 11- ■

. : z
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PART TWO

POST REVOLUTIONARY- PERIOD—1776-1880.
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GENERAL HISTORY '

For the number of Jews that was living in the United

States prior to 1800 there was a surprising amount of activity.

There were only 2,000 Jews in the United States at the begin­

ning of the nineteenth century. Of these 800 were in Charles­

ton, 500 in New York, and 150 in Philadelphia. The remainder
1.

was scattered among the states in varying amounts.

During the early part of the nineteenth century the

German Jews began to come into America, first as individuals

or in small groups. Later the number of immigrants increased.

"Harby estimated that there were not more than 6,000 Jews in
2.

the United States in 1826." in 1840 there were 15,000
3.

which is an increase of 150% in fourteen years. By 1880,

statistics arranged by the Union of American Hebrew Congrega-
4.

tions stated that there were 230,257 Jews in this country.

it is this period of immigration, from 1800 to 1880 that we

shall now concern ourselves with, for it was a movement of an

entirely different nature from that which followed.

The history of this post-Revolutionary period will be

treated in two categories, first in a general survey and second

in terms of its component parts, namely, the colonies and farm

settlements that were made by Jews during that period.

There seems to be a gap in American Jewish agricultur

1. Jewish Encyclopedia, p. 370.
2. Levine, op. cit., p. 35 ff.
3. ibid, quoted by Levine from the American Almanac.
4. ibid.



-24-

al history after the Revolutionary War, for although there

are records of Jews serving in the War, there is no mention

of their progress in farming immediately after the Revolu­

tion.

in Per Israelite', (1900), we come across an item

which first saw print in 1803. it points to a matter which

was destined to play a significant role in agricultural his­

tory of a later date, it reads: "The difficulties of agri­

culture for observant Jews, partly owing to Sunday legislation,

partly to the antipathy of neighbors, are described by the son

of a Jewish farmer who said that he and his brother had to

sell the farm because under the conditions it was impossible

to work it." This is the first notable instance of anti-sem-

itic feeling in the experiences of the Jews engaged in agri­

culture. later, in the Russian period of colonization and ag­

ricultural activity this argument was destined to play a much

more important part, as it was used not only by the Jews them­

selves, but also by certain non-Jewish individuals who for

some reason did not want the jews to engage in agricultural ac­

tivities.

m 1819 an interesting incident occurred, foreshad­

owing future impracticable attempts to settle Jews on the land.

in that year a Mr. W. D. Robinson printed and circulated a

pamphlet in London entitled "Memoir, addressed to Persons of

the Jewish Religion in Europe, on the subject of ^migration

and settlement in the united States of America."

1. Daly, op. cit., pp. 92-96.
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Ihe object of this publication was to induce the

wealthy Jews of Europe to unite and invest in a fund which

would be used to purchase land, large enough for a considerable

number of poor and indigent Jews to settle on in the upper

Mississippi or Missouri Territory, upon their arrival the

ghetto-freed <jews were to form an agricultural settlement.

Robinson's plan was to offer each emigrant a certain number of

acres of land on credit. The land was to be interest free for

a certain number of years, after vfaich time the settlers were

expected to be financially able, from the profits that they

were to make from their engagement in agriculture, to purchase

the land upon which they had settled, itobinson also stated as

a part of his plan that the jews were to be transported free of

charge from Europe to hew Orleans, and from ±\ew Orleans to the

settlement by way of the Mississippi River. Robinson also

planned to send to the place of settlement "agricultural imple­

ments of every description to be sold to the settlers on cre-
1.

dit."

hules and regulations were to be established for the

purpose of governing the settlement and arranging for the re­

turn of the capital invested by the wealthy European jews. The

colony was to be run according to rules formulated by the col­

onists and their patrons for the best interests of both groups.

ttobinson had painted a picture in his pamphlet that was attract­

ive and pleasing to the extreme. He visualized "...Jewish ag­

riculture spreading through the American forests; Jewish towns 

1. Daly, op. cit., pp. 92-96.
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and villages adorning the hanks of the Mississippi and Missouri

...arts, commerce, and manufactures would advance with the same

rapidity in this new settlement, as had been exemplified in the

agricultural regions of the United.States."

Robinson assured all of the men who were contemplating

subscription to the fund that not only would they be doing cer­

tain needy people a distinct and invaluable service, but they

would also be making a better investment with their money than

they could otheiwise make at that time. The Jews in Europe,

who through their perspicacity and intelligence in making in­

vestments had piled up their wealth in the first place,did not

need to be told how to invest their money. They were far in

advance of Mr. Robinson in the knowledge of the means by which
2.

money could be invested most wisely. Although they were nat­

urally desirous to advance the condition of their less fortun­

ate fellow religionists, the scheme was impracticable, and the

Jews of Europe realized this.

The Jews who could theoretically be settled on the

land were practically unfitted for agricultural work since

they had no experience in the type of living that would be re­

quired of them, it would have been madness to have expected

Jews, knowing not a word of English, to leave the cities which

had sheltered them for so many years and to go out to the Am­

erican frontier. That life was considered perilous and dan-

gerou/s even by men experienced in the type of life that was

1. Daly, op. cit., pp. 92-96.
2. ibid.
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pre-requislte to successful pioneering. If these Jews, poorly-

equipped financially, educationally, and spiritually, as they

were, had been transported to the American wilderness, the plan

would have ended in disastrous failure, fortunately Robinson’s
1.

scheme miscarried shortly after its conception.

Even the status of the Jew in the united States ran

contrary to Robinson’s premise. There were very few Jewish im­

migrants in this country in 1819. Education and habit had fix-
2.

ed most of those that were here in the commercial cities.

"Those who have acquired wealth live in luxurious magnificence

and consider Europe the only proper theater on which they can
3.

exist and flourish."

The Jews who were in the United States at this time

were in general of the wealthier class and followed the same

vocations that occupied them in Europe, in 1819 they were the

chief stock and money brokers in all of the large cities of

the United States; an artisan or an agriculturist was a rela-
4.

tively rare person to find among the Jews.

After Robinson’s noise had died away and the object­

ions to his scheme were forgotten, a more colorful figure arose

with a scheme so fantastic that it would have made Robinson

jealous. He was Major Mordecai Manuel Noah, but his preten­

tious name was the least of his titles.

1. Daly, op. cit.
2. ibid.
3. ibid.
4. idid.

pp. 92-96.
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Projected settlements in New York State.

Although the American Jewish Yearbook calls Noah»s

experiment on Grand Island in the Niagara River the first ef­

fort at planting an agricultural colony in the United States

consisting of Jews, we cannot fully regard the colony as such.

We have but to look at the history of the colonial period of

the United States to find examples of other settlements of Jews

in the nature of colonies.

The location of the colony planted by Noah is rather

significant. Grand Island, in the Niagara River, is located in

Erie County, New York, and has several geographical distinctions

of some importance. It is an area of demonstrated agricultural

quality which at the present time supports many farms. The

climate is fairly warm, and the soils are of several types of
2.

loam---- brown, silt, and clay loams all being present. Grand

Island is thirteen miles long and five miles wide. It divides

the northwestern part of the state of New York from Canada, and
3.

is close to Niagara Falls.

Located on the Niagara frontier, Grand Island was

beautifully wooded, quiet, and isolated. It had never been used

previously for agricultural purposes. Its forests were virgin.

At the time of Noah’s plan the island was well stocked with all

kinds of wild game and animal life. The river was plentiful

with fish, and the beauty of the whole district was inspiring.

1. American Jewish Yearbook, 5673, p. 56.
2. U.S. Department of Agriculture, Bureau of Agricultural Econ­
omics Map, Natural Land-Use Areas of the United States, 1933.
3. Daly, op. cit~ pp. 127-132.
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lhe island, is equidistant from lake Erie and Niagara kails and

contains 17,381 acres of land suitable for almost any type of

farming that conforms to the temperature of the area.

In 1825 Grand Island was surveyed and subdivided into

farm lots by the State of New York. The state announced at this

time through the press that the land was to be opened for land

settlement. At this point the personality of major Mordecai

Manuel Noah comes into the picture, and we must pause to con­

sider him for a few moments.

Major Noah was a son of one of the soldiers who fought

in the American devolution and was a "pillar of the Portuguese
1.

synagogue of New York". Mordecai Manuel Noah was a fervently

patriotic American and was connected with the federal govern­

ment in an official capacity during a considerable portion of

his lifetime. His character seems to be erratic and rather

given to spontaneous outbursts of enthusiasm for which there

was not too much ground. But he was a dynamic figure and his

influence on the people of his time, and the prestige that he

must have had in the United States to carry through such a plan

must have been considerable.

Noah fancies himself as a "judge" in Israel. ("The
2.

Judge of Israel"). As early as 1820 he had plans for the

colonization of his brethren. John Quincy Adams wrote of Noah

in his diary of September 7, 1820: "He has great projects for

colonizing the Jews in this country and wants to be sent as

1. Hebrew Standard, January 7, 1921.
2. Lebeson, op. cit., p. 278, ff.

r -----------------------------
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Charge d’Affairs to Vienna for the promotion of them." * In

this same year (1820) Noah petitioned the State Legislature

of New York for a grant of land on Grand Island to be used as

the ground for his colonization scheme. Although the project

was given a favorable report by an investigating committee it
2.

was not passed until a later date.

When the area was finally surveyed and ready for set­

tlement Major Noah was ready to go ahead with his plan again.

Noah had been organizing a society for the purpose of coloniz­

ing Russian Jews since 1820'when first mention is made of his

scheme. This was the "Reformed Society of Israelites". When

its membership had grown from twelve to fifty members Noah felt

that the time was ripe to go ahead with his plan. The first

thing that he did was to purchase 2,555 acres of Grand Island

for some ^17,000. This was done largely with his owp. money and

through the contributions of the enthusiastic members of the

society which he headed. The transaction was carried on through

the aid of a Christian friend of Noah’s---- Samuel Leggett, who
3.

made the actual purchase of the territory.

In order to bring a Jewish note into the scheme Noah

decided to call.the colony Ararat, "A city of Refuge for the
4.

Jews". There was a novel twist to the plan of Major Noah

which was unique in Jewish Agricultural history. Noah wanted

the Jews to live with the North American Indians in his colony

for he regarded the latter as being descendants of the Ten Lost

1. Lebeson, op. cit., p. 278, ff.
2. Ibid.
3. Hebrew Standard, January 7, 1921.
4. See plaque in the Buffalo Historical Museum, or Lebeson, oja.
cit., pp. 278-281.
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Tribes, and so brethren to the Jews who were living in the

United States also. He visualized the formation of a great

agricultural and industrial community which would be the be­

ginning of the restoration of the Jews as a nation. In this

plan the Indians were to be included every step of the way

because they too, according to Noah, belonged with the Jews

as co-religionists. Such a state would only be possible un­

der the liberal laws and constitution of the United States.

The ultimate plan of Noah included settlement and use of the

entire island by the Jews and Indians as their city. No

plan was made for further expansion.

Noah felt that the time was particularly ripe for

the plan because the Erie Canal was nearing completion and

would bring Grand Island into the path of the new commerce and

trade that was bound to grow up when this new facilitator of

transportation was finished. The frontier and backwoods would

be changed when the canal afforded a contact with civilization

that had not existed before. V/e might perhaps note here that

it seems to be a general characteristic of the Jew not to want

to stay in agriculture, but to improve himself as soon as pos­

sible. Here Noah saw an opportunity not only for an agricul­

tural colony but also for a thriving industry in the future.

At this point in their history tne Jews can hardly be blamed

for their desire to leave the soil soon after commencing work

on it. America was a land of opportunity that offered chances

to certain individuals who had the courage to go ahead and to

take the necessary risk.

1. Daly, op. cit., pp. 127-132.
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Through his paper, The National Advocate, Noah pop­

ularized his colonization idea. He publicized it to such an

extent that when lots were finally put up for sale in Grand

Island by the State of New York after the land had been survey­

ed, many capitalists who had money to invest began to buy up

the property feverishly.

Nevertheless there was a good deal of scepticism on

the part of many Jews, some of whom opposed the project with
2.

all the strength of their influence. It is highly possible

that some of the opposition came as a result of the methods

which Noah used to get his plan going: the setting up of him­

self as the central figure in the whole scheme. His personality

was probably not too pleasing to many of the Jews of the time

who were not as ready to accept him as "The Judge in Israel" as

he was in proclaiming himself such. Noah did gain one very val­

uable disciple. This was A. B. Seixas of New York who was a

member of one of the earliest Jewish families in the United

States, and also one of the most respected. In August, 1825,

Noah, the "Jewish Don Quixote" and his "Sancho Panza" Mr. Seix­

as left New York for Buffalo where they were to dedicate the

cornerstone of the colony. Buffala was then a small town of T
3.

some 2,500 inhabitants. The cornerstone read as follows:

Shema Yisroel Adonai Elohenu Adonai Echod
Ararat

A City of Refuge for the Jews
Founded by Mordecai Manuel Noah in the Month of Tishri

September, 1825, and in the
Fiftieth Year of .

____________________ American independence.
1. Lebeson, op. cit., pp. 278-281.
2. ibid.
3. Ibid.
4. ibid., the transliterated Hebrew in the stone is the writer's.

r """" " J
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On September 1, 1825, following his return from the

Buffalo dedication, Noah issued a manifesto to the Jews of the

entire world appointing himself Governor and Judge in Israel

and ruler over seven million Jews of the world.

The proclamation issued by Noah at this time reads

in part as follows:

"Whereas, in fulfillment, of the promise made to
the race of Jacob, they ar^^Sthered together from the
four corners of the world and to resume their part a-
mong the governments of the earth. Therefore, 1, Mor-
decai Manuel Noah, citizen of the United States, late
Consul to Tunis, high Sheriff of the City of New York,
and Counsellor-at-law, by the Grace.of God Governor and
Judge of Israel, have issued this proclamation."^*

The paper goes on to tell of the great advantages of

the State of New York for the plan because of the fertility of

the soil and the pleasantness and healthfulness of the climate.

The beauties of Grand Island were extolled, it was described

as a place where the Jews

"...can till the land, reap the harvest, raise their
flocks, and enjoy their religion with peace and plenty
....in His name who brought us out of the land of E-
gyptl revive, renew, and reestablish the government
of the Jewish nation and enjoin it upon all Habbis,
Elders of Synagogues, Chiefs of Colleges, and all of
the brethren in authority throughout the world, to cir­
culate this, my proclamation announcing to the Jews
than an asylum has been provided for them. It is my
will that a census of the Jews be taken throughout the
globe and the returns registered in the Synagogues.
Those who from infirmity or any other cause are will­
ing to remain where they are, are allowed to do so,
but are to encourage the migration of the young and
entexprising so as to add to the strength of the re­
stored nation." 1 2 3*

in addition to these decrees Noah commanded that

strict neutrality be observed by the Jews with reference to the

1. Daly, op. cit., pp. 127-132.
2. Ibid.
3. ibid.
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war between the Greeks and the Turks which was threatening at

that time. "Those whowere engaged in military service may re­

main." Polygamy was abolished. Prayers were to be read in He­

brew. A tax of three shekels, amounting to about $1.00 in the

coinage^of the day, was imposed upon every Jew in the world an­

nually.

Historians differ as to the day that was set for the

inauguration of the colony. Daly puts the date as the fifteenth
2.

of September while Mrs. Lebeson states that the inauguration
' 3.

took place on the second of September, 1825.

On the day of the inauguration of the colony it was

found that there were not enough boats in .buffalo to carry all

tne interested spectators to urand xsland to witness the cere­

mony. therefore the service was transferred to Buffalo where
4.

it was held in the episcopal Church in that town.

The large crowd that witnessed the ceremony was a

fit testimonial to the amount of time and energy that Noah had

spent in publicizing this event. Not only did Noah plan the

whole affair, but he also made sure that he was to be the chief

actor in the event, and that a sympathetic account would go

down in the future accounts of the proceedings. For Noah him­

self was the reporter who wrote up the affair in the Buffalo
5 •

Patriot, from which a full account is available.

At ten o’clock on the morning of September 2nd, 1825,

the Masonic and military escort met, and at eleven the process-

1. Daly, op. cit., pp. 127-132.
2. Ibid.
3. Lebeson, op. cit., pp. 278-281.
4. Daly, ibid.
5. Lebeson, ibid.
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ion began its march to the church where the ceremony was being

held. The paraders were dressed in full Masonic and military

regalia, and a Jewish flag was at the head of the procession.

In the midst of the paraders was Noah, dressed as a Judge in

Israel should be dressed. He wore black with the judicial robes

that were of crimson silk and were trimmed with ermine. A gold

medal, beautifully made and richly embossed hung from his neck

as he majestically walked down the street in his full splen­

dour. The group entered the Buffalo Episcopal Church to the
1.

music of the Grand March from Judas Maccabeus♦ After the

grand entrance a prayer was delivered by the Episcopal clergy-
2. .

man and passages were read from the Old Testament.

Noah then began his sermon which "filled more than
31

five columns of the large sized journals of the day", which,

according to Daly, a contemporary Buffalo newspaper (the Buf­

falo Patriot, already mentioned by us) declared contained de­

tails of the deepest interest to which the crowded listeners. . 
4.

listened with rapt attention. Daly neglects to remark that

the reason the newspaper account was so favorable was that No­

ah. had written the piece himself, in addition to being the pub-
5.

lisher of the whole of his oration.

The oration consisted of an account of the Jews in

the various countries in which they had settled, and an expo-
6.

sition of Noah's scheme for their restoration as a nation.

l.Lebeson, op. cit., pp. 278-281.
2.Daly, op. cit., pp. 127-132.
3.Ibid. -----
4.1bld.
S.nebeson, ibid.
6.Ibid.
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The ’’Judge" looked upon himself as the heaven-sent instrument

to bring about the restoration of the Jewish state. He stated

that he was "born in a free country and educated in liberal

principles" which he felt was the prime qualification for the 

leadership he had assumed. He continued:

"...I am familiar with all the duties of govern­
ment, having enjoyed the confidences of my fellow­
citizens in various public trusts, ardently attached
to the principles of our holy faith, and thus fitted
to.lead such a venture to success....! indulge in no
chimerical views. I know this country, its soils,
climate, and resources, and confidently embark in the
undertaking....! am urged by strong and irresistible
impulse; the project has always presented itself to
me in the most cheerful light, the most alluring co­
lors; and if the attempt sti^-l result in ameliorating
the condition of the Jews and shall create a generous
and liberal feeling toward them and open to them aven­
ues of science, learning, fame, honor, and happiness,
who shall say that I have failed? I ask the trial and
will abide the result....A few pilgrims driven to our
country by European persecution have laid the founda­
tions of a great empire. We have less difficulties
to encounter because we are surrounded by civilization.
...The time has emphatically arrived to do something
calculated to benefit our own condition and to excite
the admiration of the World, and we must commence the
work in a country free from ignoble prejudices and le­
gal disqualifications---- a country in which liberty
can be insured to the Jews without the loss of one
drop of blood."

After the speech was delivered Noah made the follow-

in proclamation similar to the one made when he dedicated the

cornerstone for the colony some two weeks previous to this

ceremony:

"...the Jews are to be gathered from the four
quarters of the globe and to resume the rank and
character as oe^n.of the governments upon the earth
...to be restored to their inheritance and enjoy
the rights of a sovereign independent people. There-

1. Hebrew Standard, January 7, 1921.
2. Ibid;
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fore I, Mordecai Manuel Noah, citizen of the
United States of America...and by the Grace of
God, Governor and Judge of Israel have issued
this my proclamation announcing to the Jews
throughout the world that an asylum is prepared
and hereby offered to them, where they can en­
joy that peace, comfort, and happiness, which
has been denied them through the intolerance
and misgovernment of former ages."-*-’

The excercises closed with the choir singing "Be-
2.

fore Jehovah’s Awful Throne". following the hymn a salvo

of twenty-four guns was fired and a monument of brick and

wood was unveiled which was later to be erected on the island
3.

itself.

The result of all this ballyhoo and publicity was

nothing more than some favorable accounts in a number of news­

papers and a revival of the interest in the plight of the Eur­

opean Jew, on the part of Christians who had never thought of

them before. An article appearing in the Christian Gazette

presents a good example of contemporary non-Jewish sentiment

referring to Noah’s project:

"Here they can have their Jerusalem without fearing

the pogroms of Titus...Here they can lay their heads on their

pillows at night without the fear of mobs, of bigotry, or per-
4.

secution."

The Jews, however, had an entirely different atti­

tude toward Noah’s scheme. They ridiculed Noah and cast all

sorts of aspersions against him, and utterly repudiated his
5.

plan. The European Rabbis refused to sanction any part of 

1. Lebeson, op. cit., pp. 278-281.
2. Daly, op. cit., pp. 127-132.
3. Ibid.
4. Quoted from Lebeson, ibid.
5. ibid.
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the plan or to recognize Noah as a ’’Judge in Israel". To

them he was an ignorant man trying to usurp their power, and

so they refused to support him in any way. Thus the pro­

clamation of Noah was completely ignored and the tax that he

had imposed on all of the Jews of the world was never paid.

Without European support the plan could not go ahead, and of
2.

course it was abandoned.

One might think that Noah would have become embit­

tered or disillusioned at the failure of his co-religionists

to take up his plan. But he did not. He was a clever and

witty man and saw that no good could come from his being an­

gry at people not ■ responding to what had been a sincere bit

of work on his part. So, through the columns of his news­

paper he replied to all of the remarks and caustic criticisms

that came to him with a humorous and whimsical manner and did

not allow himself to become angry or irritated about the way

in which his project had truned out. By his actions he did

not lose any prestige nor position either politically or so­

cially. He was known to be eccentric and the affair was

looked upon by those in America as the climax of his eccen-
3.

tricity.

Perhaps Noah has been dealt with rather harshly at

the hands of history. His certainly was not a selfish plan

for he lost a good deal of money and stood to lose a great

measure of his political influence. He was sincere in his be­

liefs, and, even though the colony did not materialize he

1. Daly, op. cit., pp. 127-132.
2. ibid.
3. Lebeson, op., cit ♦, pp. 278-281.
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persisted in his lofty ideas, tie thought the the settlement

might eventually be used for a training school for future Pal­

estinian settlers.

During the course of years the impetus that the move­

ment had was gradually lost and finally disappeared. Today, all

that remains of the colonial scheme of Major Mordecai Manuel

|. Noah, Governor and dudge of all Israel, are the remains of the

I cornerstone which repose in the buffalo historical Museum where
2.

they are preserved.

Coincident with the Ararat project came another plan

for colonization of the <iew in America. A scheme which illus-
)

trates the attitude of the early nineteenth century Christian

toward the Jews in a slightly different light was plotted con­

currently with the project of Mordecai Manuel Noah. This

plan was knows as "An Early American Hebrew-Christian Agri-
3.

cultural Colony" but its name was rather misleading as we shall

see.

A project for bringing the poor and persecuted Jews

of Europe together in one colony where they would enjoy the

rights and privileges of the New World was promoted by American

societies for the conversion of Jews to Christians in 1824. In

that year a committee was appointed by the American Society for

Meliorating the Condition of the Jew, consisting of such well-

known and prominent men as Elias Boudinot, John Quincy Adams,

General Stephen Van Rensselaer, James Wadsworth, and Peter A.

1. Lebeson, op. cit., pp. 278-281.
2. Daly, op, cit., pp. 127-132.
3. American*Jewish Historical Society Publications, Vol. XXII,
pp. 184-186.

r-- ----- -----------
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Jay. ’’The Jews who came to the settlement were to be princi­

pally employed, in agricultural and. mechanical operations"...

and...'in order to facilitate this object the Board shall pro­

cure as much land as will afford a site for the necessary

buildings, and the contemplated mechanical and agricultural

op erat ions."

Several provisions were made to apply to the govern­

ment and general operation of the settlement.

"A farm shall be stocked and furnished with suit­
able implements of husbandry. The produce of the farm
shall be considered common stock for the support of the
different members of the settlement, and an experienced
farmer shall be placed thereon to manage its concerns.
All the members of the settlement are to be considered
as a band of brethren, governed by the laws of our Di-'
vine Redeemer and are associated together for the pur­
pose of aiding each other in the concerns of life that
now is, and of that which is to come."1 2*

The second annual report of the Board of Directors made

in 1824 stated with respect to the agricultural and mechanical

elements of the plan:

"It is a matter of undisputed Scriptural History
that no nation was ever more attached to agriculture
than the Jews in Palestine; and that it was only in
the short period in which Solomon sent his ships from
Ezion Zaber to Opher that they engaged in commerce.
And though it must be conceded that since their disper­
sion no people was ever so averse to agriculture; yet
it must be permitted to assign the true Reason, a rea­
son which the objector will not deny and which will
justify us in the course which we intend to pursue.
It is this: because the Jews in their dispersion have
almost everywhere been denied the privilege of acquir­
ing and cultivating land. Commerce, therefore, was
the only road left open to them, particularly the re­
tail trade, which as it offers only small and precar­
ious profits, naturally produces a rapacious dispos­
ition. The result of a fair experiment will no doubt

1. American Jewish Historical Society Publications, Vol. XZII,
pp. 184-186.
2. Ibid.
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prove tmt the character of the Jew, like that of
aid. other men, is the effect of education and cir­
cumstances; and that they have only to be restor­
ed, to the privilege of acquiring real estate, a
PriTilege is secured to them in this free
and happy country, in order to revive all that love
of cultivating the soil and all the delight in pas-
“°ral occupations, which has characterized them on
the mountain of Gilboa, and the vales of Bethle­
hem.

While the agents of the society were looking about

for a suitable tract of land for the project a house and three

acres of land were hired as a temporary location. This pro­

perty was about three miles from New York City. It was to be

used "as a place of reception for such Jews as may from time

to time come to this country, where accomodation will be pro­

vided for them as one family, at the expense of the Society:

and whence, at their option, they may locate on our agricul­

tural establishment or engage elsewhere in employment under
2.

the auspices of the Board".

It is interesting for us to note today that one of

the reasons given for the belief that the work of the Society

deserved encouragement was that: "...we, (the Christian world),

owe them, (the Jews), too, reparations for the wrongs they have

suffered at the hands of the Christians. All the Christian na­

tions of the Old World are deep in the guilt of persecuting
3.

the Jews; and for this they need national expiation."

In 1825 the Board of Directors reported in their

third report that a suitable location had been found for the

colonization project, and that a farm had been leased. It con-

1. American Jewish historical Society Publications, loc. cit.
2. Ibid.
3. Ibid.

r- ———1
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sisted of about 400 acres of land and was located in the town

of Harrison, Westchester County, New York, about thirty-one

miles from New York City and about three and one-half miles

from the landing at Sawpit on the East River. The land was

leased for a term of anywhere from one to seven years. At.

this meeting of the Society steps were also taken to appoint
European Agents for the disSemination of information about the

colony in the European countries with large Jewish populations.-

(jjther measures were also taken to acquaint the Jews with the

enterprise and to encourage their conversion and their migra­

tion to this new haven set up for them. At its height the

Society numbered some 200 branches throughout the united
1.

States.

it is not surprising to learn that it took just one

year for the society to give up its plan and to abandon the

lease that it had taken on land in ’Westchester county. There

was a complete lack, of response upon the part of the Jews in

Europe who seemed to feel that the American Society for Mel­

iorating the Condition of the Jew was not entirely sincere.

They thought that the society should not have insisted upon

conversion but should have allowed anyone, convert or not, to

come in if interested in agriculture or the trades. The So­

ciety completely gave up all hope and evidently forgot for the

rest of its existence its one time desire to convert Jews on
2. y

a large scale.

1. American Jewish Historical Society Publications, Vol. XXII,
pp. 184-186.
2. Ibid.
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No further fantasies attracted any attention for the

next few years, The only agricultural activities were prac­

tical ones, it was not until 1843 that another suggestion was

offered by a Jewish idealist, a suggestion that must be inclu­

ded in our discussion of plans that failed to materialize.

Julius Stern expressed the wish that a considerable

number of German Jews might migrate to the united States and

found a colony in some of the western territories. Stern felt

that the greatest number of people could learn to cherish their

new fatherland most easily if engaged in agriculture. He al­

so felt that they would be able to achieve economic security

in this pursuit more readily than in any other. This goal

would be easily accomplished if "a number of Israelites were

to purchase a large tract of land in one of the western terr-
1.

itories where Congress disposes of land at ^1.25 an acre".

Stern advocated a central community for those not engaged in

agriculture, to be surrounded by farms with each farmer living

on his own farm. The community was to be paid for by money

advanced by Jewish philanthropy and the land would be mortgaged.

Stern also emphasized the spiritual aspect of the idea, namely,

that farming would develop a nation of Jews without the com­

plexes they usually acquired when they were forced to compete

with prejudiced Gentiles in city work. A successful colony

of this kind would disprove the common belief that Jews were

too lazy to till the ground, factory work was to form another

branch of the agricultural work. This was to include prepa­

ration of cattle for market, (salted provisions); the manufac-

1. Occident, April, 1843, vol. 1, DJo. 1.)
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ture of flour, butter, wool, and other kinds of manufactured

goods to be brought in when the dews became proficient in

handwork to manage their production satisfactorily.

■rhe ultimate purpose of the colony suggested by

Stern was the creation of a Jewish State in the United States.

Here the Jews would have their own legislature and laws. If

the formation of an all-Jewish state were found to be impossi­

ble, he felt that there should at least be certain Jewish bor­

oughs with their own municipal legislation, and their own of­

ficials.

For a Jewish State a population of at least 70,680

was required. This number would comply with all federal re­

quirements and would place the government in the hands of the

• . residents---- the Jews.

Stern made the final point that the educational ad­

vantages of raising Jewish youth with the Jewish idealism of

ethics, laws, and Jewish learning might be achieved in a manner
1.

so thorough as to be unattainable in any other way.

: Rabbi Ldeser, the editor of the Occident, commented

on Stern's article emphasizing the following considerations:

Since the Jews were not educated in agricultural

methods and in farming practices they would need the assist­

ance of those who were so equipped. The only people available

in America for such a purpose were non-Jews. Were they to re­

side and work among the Jews the purpose of the community would

be defeated before it could even start, for it would not be the

all Jewish settlement which was the main purpose of Stern's

1. Occident, April, 1843, Vol. I., No. 1.
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plan. The editor of the Occident also made the point that the

scheme would not work for the reason that Jewish criminal laws

would conflict with the criminal laws of the federal govern­

ment. Thus, the Jewish criminal laws would need modifying.

Their civil laws, too, would have to be subject to a tribunal

which might or might not respect the Jewish point of view in

any given matter of law. He further believed that not enough

Jews would come to form such a State. There would not be as

much enthusiasm as Stern felt, for the Jews would tend to re­

gard the whole thing- as an attempt at ghettoization. The ed­

itor in conclusion stated that he felt that communities alone,

and not states, would have to satisfy the Jews’ desire to be

with others of their own kind, so long as they were as widely
1.

scattered as at the time that he was writing.

It was only a matter of time until the Jews who were

living, and had been living in the United States would commence

to think about the agricultural problem, and to realize its im­

plication to their position in the United States. They soon

hegn-n to be interested enough to have articles written in con­

temporary newspapers and to have such men as Isaac M. Wise, as

editor of the American Israelite become interested in the sub­

ject of the American Jew as engaged in agriculture. Thus we

find the following article reprinted in the Israelite from the

New York Sun, entitled Jews and Agriculture.

"Concerning the statement that there are about
17,000 Israelites in the United States and among all
not one is engaged in agriculture, an Exchange asserts,
that if there be none who till the soil with their

1, Occident, April, 1843, Vol. I., No. 1.
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?+J ^ere are manY who own land, and oversee
\atl0S’ One of the greatest planters in

Kentucky, Mr. Benjamin Gratz, an old personal friend
?£ a e3aJe Mr: Eenry Clay, is an Israelite; while
m oouth Carolina, Georgia, and other states, there
are many of that ancient faith extensively engaged
in agriculture. Hon. M. Benjamin of Louisiana, is
also extensively engaged in sugar planting, and has
written a standard essay.v^on the culture and chem­
istry of that staple."

Continuing in this somewhat chauvinistic fashion the

article explains why there were so few Jews in agriculture us­

ing the traditional argument of their being away from the soil

for such a long time through compulsion, and thus being inable

to return to it when given the opportunity to do so. "Self

preservation has compelled them (the Jews) to adopt commerce

as their almost universal means to gain a livelihood....With­

out attempting to lessen the benefits of farming we must also

assert, that commerce is as requisite to develop the resources
2.

of our country as agriculture."

The Israelite had considerable to add to the report

in the New York Sun mentioning specific Jews who were at the

time engaged in agriculture as practical farmers. Among them

were Uriah Levy, owner of Monticello, (Jefferson's homestead);

B. Behrend of Narrowsburg, New York; J. Kaffenburg of Bethle-

hemtown, New York; Dr. Rodrigos of Charlestown, South Caro­

lina, and many others. The writer of the article in the Is­

raelite at that time also found objections to other statements

made by the New York Sun, disagreeing with the population fig­

ure given and setting it at 100,000, five times as many as was

1. American Israelite, August 18, 1854.
2. ibid.
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given by the New York paper, or any other source, for that mat­

ter.

These were only a few specific cases, nut despite

the seeming apathetic attitude of the Jew toward agriculture

as a profession, among large groups of Jews in the east the

first signs were seen of an attempt to encourage more of their

co-religionists to take up the plow as a means of livelihood.

Periodicals such as the Occident began to come out in favor of

the Jew's engaging in agriculture, and reports such as the fol­

lowing began to appear in the Jewish press of the time:

"There exists in New York City an association
under the ^residency of Sigismund Waterman, M.D., for
the promotion of agriculture among Israelites in Am­
erica....it is needless for us to repeat that we
should be happy to see ±sraelites resorting to the
tillage of the soil in lieu of engaging so generally
in trade of various kinds, education and labor being
the best means to elevate the character of our or
any other nation."2*

it is interesting to note the difference in tone be­

tween this publication and the American Israelite which stood

firm as long as it could in its defence of the Jew’s not worry­

ing too much about agriculture. The American Israelite was

finally forced to take an active part in the agricultural move­

ment, and after its about-face that publication did all it pos­

sibly could to assume responsibility and leadership in the

promotion of agriculture among Jews.

The organization which the Occident mentioned above

was the Hebrew Agricultural Society of New York which was one

of the earliest of agricultural societies dealing actively with

1. American Israelite, August 18, 1854.
2. Occident, April, 1856, Vol. XIV, p. 511.
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the problem, of settling the American Jew on the land.

Although the agricultural societies dealing with the

return of the Jew to the soil will be dealt with individually

and at length later in this paper, we must consider the Hebrew

Agricultural Society at the present time since it is mentioned

earlier and in more detail than any other society until the

time of the Russian immigration to the United States.

The American Israelite’s account of the Society in

1856 gave not only the statutes governing it, but also an in­

sight into the main reasons for its formation.

For centuries the feeling had prevailed, according to

the Israelite, that commerce v/as the only pursuit which Jews

cared to follow and which fitted their peculiar personalities.

This feeling is erroneous and contrary to the records of his­

tory. In no way are Hebrews restrained from entering agricul­

ture either by the laws of the bible or by personal preference.

The Scriptures constantly speak of the delights of an agricul­

tural life. Many of its prominent personalities are engaged in

agriculture as a sole means of livelihood. In general, agri­

culture is pictured as a happy and satisfying profession, pleas­

ing to one’s own soul and to God as well. So far as personal

preference is concerned, when the Jew had the. opportunity to

own land he did so and enthusiastically tilled it and enjoyed

the fruits of his labors.

The Israelite continued, blaming "dark fanaticism and
2-relentless persecution" for the failure of the Jew to enter in-

1. American Israelite, January 25, 1856.
2. Ibid.
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to farming in recent times. In the United States, however, a

new era was coming. "The Israelite, no longer the pariah of

the world, conceives that a new field has been opened for his

inborn activity and energy, and it is this large comprehensive

view of our future destiny, which has called this institution

(the Hebrew Agricultural Society) into existence."

The principal statutes governing the Hebrew Agricul­

tural Society follow:

"1. It is the aim and object of this associa­
tion to encourage and promote agriculture amongst
the Israelites of America. To provide the poor and
friendless with the means necessary to engage in,
and pursue this honorable occupation; as also to
give them an opportunity to acquire all the technic­
al and practical information necessary for it.

"2. As soon as the funds of the association
shall amount to ^3,000, a tract of land may be pur­
chased for the purpose of establishing thereon a
Jewish colony; the said colony to be under the di­
rection of a supervisor who must be a scientific
and practical farmer.

"3. The colony shall be open to receive able-
bodied Israelites who are disposed to follow agri­
cultural pursuits. They shall there be well treat­
ed, their material wants attended to, and employed
according to their different capacities. They shall
also receive ample instruction in the different
branches of Horticulture, Agriculture, and if prac­
ticable, in Botany.

"4. Inducements will be held out to all those
who excel in good behaviour, industry, and practical
acquirements, by awarding them premiums commensurate
with the means of the association.

"5. Wages earned by the operatives shall be en­
tered to their credit, and the amount after deducting
expenses shall be credited to them either in land or
otherwise as the Board of Directors shall determine.

"6. Until the means of the association shall
warrant the carrying out of this fundamental principle

1. American Israelite, January 25, 1856.
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due exertions shall be made to place such young
men as shall apply under the care of competent

’7. They shall be taught the principles of
agriculture and horticulture, so as to be useful
whenever their services shall be required by the
association

"8. In order to secure the necessary funds
shares shall be issued for $12.00 each, said
$12.00 to be paid by monthly installments of one
dollar. Shareholders wishing to continue as mem­
bers of the association shall pay $3.00 per an­
num for each succeeding year, and at the end of
every fourth year another share shall be deliver­
ed to them.

"9. Donations will also be received. Any
liberal donation will entitle the donor to a life
membership.

"10. Members six months in arrears shall
not be entitled to vote or hold office in the as­
sociation.

"11. Applications for membership shall be
received in the first week of each month.

"12. Whatever may be the number of his shares
no member shall be entitled to more than one vote.

There are several points that should be noted in

this constitution of the Hebrew Agricultural Society as giving

a clearer insight into the real workings of the society than

that which appears immediately, and superficially.

To begin with, this society, like many of its succes­

sors, regarded agriculture as a poor man’s profession. The or­

ganization was put strictly on a charity basis although it tried

to make some show of having the colonists pay back what had

been loaned to them. We shall see later one or two instances

when the agricultural societies did not operate in this manner,

and at that time we will better be able to judge the relative

1. American Israelite, January 25, 1856.
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effectiveness. The point that is to be made here is this: By

directing their efforts toward colonization at a group of people

who were poverty stricken and who really had nothing else to

which to turn, the Society was doing a very dangerous thing. It

pasted a label of opprobium upon the men who turned to agricul­

ture because they were not successful in anything else. This

practice kept many people away who were genuinely interested in

agriculture. Young men and women of the Jewish faith hesitated

to enter agricultural colleges which were just beginning because

they saw only the poor and the miserable engaged in farming.

It was a natural reaction on their part to turn to something

with more concrete evidence of potential success.

If we stress but one point now, and make that point

clear at the outset, one of the basic purposes of this paper will

be clear. Agriculture must not be for the very poor, nor for the

very rich. It must be the answer for that great number of peo­

ple who are constantly striving to lift themselves up, but all

too often fail in their attempt. And so we feel that the Society

made a mistake at this early date in favoring agriculture only

for those of the Jews who had made a failure of everything else.

It was obvious that these spiritless people would make another

failure in farming, since there is much more to successful hus­

bandry than plowing some ground and dropping a few seeds onto

it which will later produce lush crops.

The Hebrew Agricultural Society was to be run on a

cooperative basis. This was also characteristic of following

agricultural organizations, and all too often this plan forced

a few industrious people to do all the work for those who had
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never worked and never intended to do so.

In 1856, as two years before, the Israelite again

found it necessary to print a refutation to the charge that

there were not very many, if any Jews engaged in agriculture.

The following account tells of Jewish farmers in 1856;

"While travelling in the west we conversed with sev­
eral, of them, although not stopping much in the country.
We will mention some names. In Morris, Illinois, we
met Mr. Samuel Frank, a hard laboring farmer who is a
Jew and who informed us of having a Jewish neighbor,
Mr. Jacobs, also a farmer. We met in Milwaukee, Wis­
consin, Mr. Nathan Perles, and paid him a visit on his
farm in the vicinity. This gentleman is a Jew, an in­
dustrious operative and an extensive land owner. In
Schleisingerville, Wisconsin, we met a gentleman, B. S.
Weil, Esq., who is also a farmer and an extensive land­
owner. This gentleman was for the last ten years a mem­
ber of the Wisconsin legislature, and was this year re­
elected Senator notwithstanding that no other Jew lives
in this district. There are but a few Jews in the west­
ern country who do not buy land or building lots as soon
as they have a few dollars to spare. All of them are
sincerely attached to the spots where they live. Jews
are no longer strangers in this western country...hence
it may be imagined that many will turn to agriculture,
as this is the most profitable business and at the same
time the safest and1easiest occupation, claiming but
half a man's time."1.

We must not take too seriously the last few words of

the writer in the Israelite for few people would ever suggest

agriculture as being the most profitable, safest, and easiest

profession that a man could engage in. It is apparent that

the Jews soon found other professions more appealing to them

than agriculture in the west, and turned to follow them in­

stead. For it is not until the 1880's and the Russian colon­

ization frenzy that we find any large numbers of Israelites

turning to the soil as a means of livelihood.

1. American Israelite, August 22, 1856.
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The next item that comes to our attention in this

period of beginnings is another article in the Occident point­

ing to agriculture as a means of solving the employment prob­

lem for additional Jews coming to this country.

The Occident opined that the time was approaching

when business would no longer offer the Jews the opportunities

that it did in 1857, and around that general period. What to

turn to? Agriculture! Thus the Occident went on record as

favoring the formation of associations for the encouragement

of agriculture and the trades wherever Israelites were in the

United States. The peridoical suggested that a large tract of

land be purchased somewhere in the western states by a joint

stock company to be formed by the Israelites in favor of this

scheme. The land, after having been bought, would be leased

out or sold to those Jews who were willing to engage in agri­

culture and who could give assurance that they would do so

upon the land which was to be leased or sold to them at cost

or at a small advance in cost. The agricultural company would

erect cabins for the occupancy of the new agriculturist in

different sections of the land that had been purchased. It

would also supply farming tools, draft, and other domestic an­

imals as well as experienced agriculturists who would give

the necessary instruction to the colonists who were not accus­

tomed to agriculture as a profession. "A farming population

could keep the Sabbath; would be surrounded with nobler in­

fluences than a mere trading one; and associated labor, such

as a body of mechanics in a Jewish settlement...might set an

example of devotion to our faith in the western hemisphere



1-------------------------------------------------------------------------
-54-

which would defy comparison with anything now seen in the east­

ern....We would thus promote the real welfare of our brothers

and elevate their characters, both physical and moral."

The suggestion apparently came to nothing for there

are no records of an agricultural settlement being foimed fol­

lowing the initiative of the Occident, nor did any Jewish joint

stock company purchase any great tracts of western lands.

In 1860 an even/took place in Europe which was to

have a great effect on many Jews as time went on. This was the

formation of the Alliance Israelite Universelie. It was found­

ed in 1860 by six Jews in Paris and had the following program:

The Alliance Israelite Universelle was to work every­

where for the emancipation and the moral progress of the Jews,

not only in Europe itself, but all over the world. Another of

its purposes was to give support and relief to those Jews who

were suffering from persecution merely because they were Jews.

A third was to encourage the continuation of all sorts of pub­

lications which were also working for these ends. The Alliance,

a responsible and well run organization, was supported enthusias­

tically almost from its inception. It was supported by the do­

nations it received. By 1898 it had a membership of 22,000.

Around 1860 we find that the American Israelite had

back-tracked considerable distance from its originally pessimis­

tic attitude toward agriculture, and was, in 1860, encouraging

agriculture as a favorable profession in contrast to commerce or

industry.

1. Occident, April, 1857, Vol. XV, pp. 277-285
2. Jewish~Encyclopedia, Vol. I, pp. 413-414.
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"Tlie Mosaic laws were intended for an agricul­
tural and not for a commercial people....Worst of
all classes the merchant is situated. He is the
servant of his customers and the slave of his 'bus­
iness...why should your children choose an occupa­
tion which by circumstances is the least favored
and least beneficial to human nature? Therefore we
say turn.your children’s attention from commerce.
...This is an agricultural country. Our wealth con­
sists ... exclusively of the agricultural and miner­
alogical wealth of the country.

In the general account of the post-Revolutionary

period which we have just concluded, we have noted a change

in the position of the Jew in American agriculture. The

trend was that from a society unconcerned with agricultural

pursuits to one which became acutely concerned with the prob­

lem of agriculture and the Jew during the course of a very

few years. We shall appreciate the significance of this

change when we consider the period of Russian immigration,

for it is then that the true interest in agricultural set­

tlements overshadowed all other movements among Jews in the

magrii tilde of its scope. But so far we have seen this period

only in its generalities. It now remains to get down to par­

ticular locations and see just what the Jew did in agricul­

ture from 1775 to 1880.

We shall deal with four parts of the country in this

section; the east, the midwest, the south, and the west.

1. American Israelite, November 9, I860.

r* ---------- ------------------------------



L--------------------------
-56-

; NEW YORK

Following the Revolutionary War and the emergence of

a United States, the first mention of Jewish agriculturists

occurs in 1837, in New York State. As early as that date there

were two or three Jewish farmers settled on farms in Wawarsing,

Ulster County, New York. By the following year the settlement

had grown to ten families. They remained there for a whi 1 r

but in time they grew discouraged, and for reasons not mention-
1.

ed they returned to the city.

In 1838, the same year that this settlement was aban­

doned, another group of Jewish colonists came into the same

area. Eleven Jews bought land in that year in Ulster County,

New York, and founded a colony named Sholam, or Sholom. These

colonists were educated people, generally of a higher calibre

than, their predecessors in Wawarsing. They were interested in

the arts, and in music, and brought with them fine paintings

and elaborate household furnishings. Perhaps the underlying

reason for their subsequent failure is the fact that they at­

tempted to live on a much higher scale than the average farm­

er was accustomed to. One of the first things that these col­

onists did after they had been settled for a very short time

was to address a plea for help in erecting a synagogue to the

Shearith Israel congregation in New York city. Nothing was

done about this request of the colonists. For four years they

struggled on, trying to make headway against the deep forests

1. Jewish Agricultural and Industrial Aid Society Report, 1908,
P. 18.
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and the roughness of the pioneer life to which they were so

unaccustomed. Their aesthetic tastes were of little use to

than, in clearing land or in cultivating crops. Their musical

and artistic longings did not help them build houses to shel­

ter themselves and the beautiful furniture which they had

brought along with them. Finally, in 1842, the settlers saw

that they could not possibly make a success of the project,

and abandoned their colony. They returned to New York dis-
1.

couraged and disappointed.

The reasons for the failure of this small settle­

ment are quite obvious. To begin with, the people had ab­

solutely no knowledge of farming beforehand. It would seem

from the type of goods that they brought along with them that

they were dilettantes, much too soft to live successfully off

the land. Besides having no experience it seems that they

spent most of what little money they had in buying the luxur-

I ies which were of such little use to them on their farms.
i 1 These people were Russian immigrants. The project was done

entirely on their own Initiative, and under the leadership of

one Moses Cohen. During the years of the progress of the col­

ony, or"existence"is perhaps the better word, it grew until

it numbered some thirteen families each on its own tract of
2.

land.

We shall see later how a successful Jewish agricul­

ture was finally built up in Ulster county, so perhaps these

initial efforts were not completely in vain.

1. Lebeson, op. cit., p. 266.
2. American Jewish Yearbook, 5673, pp. 56-57.
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Schemes for large agricultural settlements of Jews

in America now died down for a while but we begin to find more

mention of Jews engaged in agriculture. These Jews were us­

ually isolated farmers going into the field entirely independ­

ently and without any outside encouragement. In many instances

they achieved a measure of success as we shall see as we take

them up individually. Naturally it is impossible to go into a

complete history of every farmer in this early period of their

residence on land in the United States. We have selected, there­

fore, some of the more important farmers as representative of

the movement.

There occurs in the Occident of April^ 1858, an account

of Benjamin Etting Hays’ death and a brief history of his life

and his character. The article states that at the time of his

death at Pleasantville, Westchester County, New York, he was

the only Jewish farmer in the United States. His forefathers

had migrated from Holland with the first settlers who came to

America. They had come in their own vessels and with their

own livestock and agricultural implements to farm in this

country as they had done in Holland. The ifys family settled

at New Rochelle and remained plain farmers, completely unas­

suming, and adhering rigorously to Jewish laws. For this re­

ligious strictness on their part they were highly regarded by

their Gentile neighbors, as they were also highly esteemed for

their wealth, their industry, and their honesty, as well as

their devotion to their adopted country as shown by their will­

ingness to respond to the needs of their country before they

F———-------------------------------------------——
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asked to do so. "They left the ’forgotten’ sheaf for the wi­

dow, the fatherless, and the hungry. They never gleaned their

fields or went over their trees twice."

During one winter the kindness of Benjamin Hays to

a Kiethodist minister wp was having a hard time making a liv-
I ing won him the name of the best "Christian" in the region.

Hays observed all the rituals of the Jewish religion; he kept

the Sabbath although it was difficult for him to do so when all

those about him were working. He prayed three times a day. He

had learned the art of ritual slaughtering from his father, and

whenever there was an animal to be killed it was brought to

him. The reason for this was that several families had to club

together when they wanted to kill an animal for otherwise the

meat would largely go to waste. And as they wanted "Uncle Ben

to be able to partake" they brought the animal to him to be
3.

slaughtered according to the Jewish laws of slaughtering.

This shows the great respect that his neighbors held for the

man and for his strict adherence to the principles of his re­

ligion.

This account is particularly interesting and enlight­

ening because it shows so clearly the attitude of the early

colonists toward their Jewish neighbors, and illustrates that

the position of the Jew during the early days of the Republic

was one of dignity and honor.

This ends the post'^Revolutionary period of Jewish

1. Occident, Vol. XVI, p. 363, April, 1858.
2. Ibid?---
3. Ibid.
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agricultural history in the east. It was a lively period and

one of considerable importance as definite precedents were es­

tablished in it which were to carry on into later history. But

so far as the eastern part of the United States is concerned

its most active period of development came much later. Let us

now turn to the midwest where a surprising amount of agricul-.

tural activity was going on among Jews in the early days of the

nineteenth century.

IOWA

Among the first mention of the Jews in the midwest

1 is an account of a Jewish farmer leaving South Carolina to turn

to the fertile fields of Iowa. As early as 1837, when the In­

dians were still living in Iowa one D. Morris came from South

Carolina and laid claim to land in the western part of Jeffer­

son County near Locust Grove. He has the record of being the

most favored white settler among the Indians although he never

gave them any liquor to win their favor. He was engaged in ag­

riculture and was not interested in any other activity. We

should note that he was engaged in a subsistence type of farming

and did not particularly care to sell his products in nearby
1.

cities or settlements.

In 1860 we find mention of another Jewish farmer in

Iowa. This man was I. J. Brody who was also a merchant of con­

siderable wealth in Elliott, Iowa, where he served in the city

council. "Besides his merchandising he owns 600 acres of land

1. Glazer, o£. cit., pp. 160-161.
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which. gives him also an honorable place among the few Jewish

fawners of the State."

ILLINOIS

Leaving Iowa we turn to Illinois where,it is found,

there was a group of Jews with agricultural ambitions as early

as 1841 or 1842. About that time a group of Bavarian Jews who

were living temporarily in Chicago delegated a Mr. Meyer to go

to Schaumburg, Illinois, and to make a report on the agricul­

tural possibilities in that location. He went there and was

evidently impressed with the location, for he declared the sec­

tion to be one "in which milk and honey is flowing, especially
2.

for tillers of the soil". Either the Bavarian Jews did not

trust Mr. Meyer’s enthusiastic report, or else they changed

their minds about taking up agriculture for they decided to

stay in Chicago, and to give up their agricultural plans for the
3.

time at least.

Later on in the nineteenth century there comes to our

attention some information pertaining to a certain Michael

Hinrichsen who farmed in Lincoln, Illinois. He belonged to

that group of farmers who devoted their entire time to agricul­

ture, and all of what they possessed was a result of their suc­

cessful tilling of the soil. Hinrichsen owned 1,100 acres of

farming land every bit of which he had under cultivation in

2* Th^Hebr^s j^AAerica^isaac Markens; Published by the au­

thor, New York, 1888; p.
3. Ibid.

r---- ---------------------



I___________________________
-62-

1879. Besides the farm land which he owned he also had some

houses and real estate in town which he had purchased with the

profits from his successful farming. Hinrichsen was one of the

most influential men in Lincoln because of his success and his
1.

general personality.

He began his farm life as a simple farm laborer, sav­

ing a little money as he went along until he had $25.00. When

he had that much money he married. Upon his marriage, at an

early age, he rented a piece of ground to work for himself. He

spent $17.00 of his small savings to build and furnish a log

house, and with the rest he and his wife started their life to­

gether. In a few years he had paid the owner of his rented

land what it was worth and took it over for himself. This he

was able to do from the profits he derived from his farming.

Throughout this time he had lived off the land, and had also

paid rent for his ground. His was more tjian subsistence farm­

ing for he raised food not only for himself but for sale as

well, thus enabling himself to buy the property on which he was

living as a tenant. During the course of time he purchased land

that was contiguous to his until he became owner of the 1,100

acres of land which in 1879 comprised the large farm upon which
2.

he was so successful.

According to Hinrichsen’s beliefs, the only way to

encourage Jews to take up farming was to give than land and let

than go to work vpon it. Hinrichsen was of the opinion that

the land should not be given to them as a gift for any man who

1. American Israelite, October 17, 1879.
2. Ibid. .
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could not pay for his land during a reasonable length of time

was not fit material for a farmer. He further stated that:

"...there is no philosophy or metaphysics in farm­
ing. A man willing to work can learn all that is
necessary by merely seeing the work done once....
A school would not be a necessity except for a col­
ony, for Jewish agricultural schools are not prac­
ticable. .. .There has never come out of such schools
a practical Jewish farmer....If a colony of 15 or
more Jewish families is to be established the So­
ciety should be responsible for the building of a
large house with commodious rooms to house the col­
onists together until each one of them builds his
own house on his own plot of ground. The large
house could then be used for a school, a synagogue,
or for meeting purposes."1 2*

Hinrichsen also stated that he was in favor of having

an experienced farmer engaged to instruct the new settlers, but

only for a period of one year in which he might show them all

that was necessary to know in order to work a farm successfully.

All that would be needed to start the farmers off in their new

work would be $500 to §600, for that would be sufficient to buy

their outfits for them. This money would provide for the pur­

chase of a separate house for the farmer, a team of horses, and

some cattle. "But I have begun with less than that", conclu-
2.

ded Hinrichsen.

The impression one gains of Hinrichsen from this re­

port is not very favorable. He seems to be rather overbearing

and quite impressed with his own importance, overlooking many

things that were in his favor when he started farming that would

not act in the same way for the settlers he talked so blithely

of giving farms and letting than go to work from that point on.

1. American Israelite, October 17, 1879.
2. Ibid.
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We may disregard, seme of his suggestions but nevertheless he

must be recorded as one of the successful farmers of this per­

iod which was still relatively early in the history of the

American Jewish farmer.

MISSOURI

The next state of the midwest area with which we are

concerned is Missouri. There lived one of the most prominent

figures in American agriculture, known throughout the United

States, and to some degree abroad. This man was Isidor Bush who

lived in Bushberg, Jefferson County, Missouri. This area was

at that time, and still is, of demonstrated agricultural qual­

ity. Most of the land in this area is in farms and supports a

relatively remunerative agriculture. The land is gently to
1.

moderately rolling with productive soils.

Isidor Bush was born in Prague, Austria, in 1822, the

only son of a wealthy cotton merchant, Jacob I. Bush. When

young Bush was only 18 he became a publisher along with his fa­

ther and within the short space of four years was the editor of
2.

many valuable works.

During the Revolution of 1848 Bush was a Liberal and

was forced to flee for his life from the country. He sought

safety in America and arrived in New York in 1849 with only

$10.00 in his pocket. But he was not without friends who helped

him open a small book and stationeyy store.

1. U.S. Department of Agriculture, Dep’t. of Agricultural Econom­
ics, op. cit. „„„
2. Markens, op. cit., PP« 201-202.
3. Ibid.
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In a short time he moved to St. Louis, Missouri, giv­

ing up his store in New York because of insufficient capital to

allow himself to advance, and also because of his inadequacy in

English. In St. Louis he opened a grocery store and later a

hardware store too. By 1857 he had built up enough capital to

found the People’s Savings Bank which became under his Presiden­

cy one of the most successful organizations in the state. In

1868 he was elected representative of St. Louis to the Consti­

tutional Convention, serving as well in other official capacit­

ies and winning the great respect of his fellow citizens for

his ability as well as his integrity. In 1862 he had been Aid-
1.

de-Camp to General Fremont, with the military rank of Captain.

During the entire time that Bush was engaged in such

activities which were distinctly non-agricultural, he preferred

an agricultural life, and believed in it for the Jews. He was

so firmly convinced of the benefits of agriculture that he deter­

mined to keep his son Ralph from the unpleasantnesses of a com­

mercial life. He therefore sent his son to the best vineyardists

for instruction in the methods of successful viticulture, and

in 1856 he acquired a large tract of land which was suitable for

the raising of grapes. This spot, which was at the time reputed

to be one of the finest in Missouri, was located on the Iron

Mountain railroad, on the banks of the Mississippi River, twenty-

five miles from St. Louis. The town is known to this day as
2.

Bushberg.
Bush did not consider himself too old to study viti-

1. Markens, op. cit., pp. 201-202.
2. Menorah, Vol. IX, 1890, pp. 198-190.
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culture nor to go into the venture with his son. So greatly

did the life of an agriculturist appeal to him that he was

willing to give up his successful business ventures and to re­

tire from the management of the Iron Mountain Railroad and to

settle down with his son. This he did in 1868, and from that

time on he and his son devoted themselves exclusively to the

management of their vineyards and nurseries. At that time he

became associated with a cooperative grape-growing business

known as the Blufton Wine Company, which eventually failed.

Bush lost a good deal of money in this venture but he regarded
1.

the experience he gained as well worth the loss.

In 1869 Bush was ready to start more extensive oper­

ations in viticulture and in wine manufacturing which was the

expression of his commercial adaptablities which he was unable

to stifle altogether. At the same time that the St. Louis firm

of Isidor Bush and Company started its famous wine and liquor

business, the vineyards and grape nurseries of Bush and Son and

Meissner at Bushberg were advancing rapidly, and had already at­

tracted a world wide reputation for the strain of grapes that
2.

were being produced there.

In.1870 the French vineyards were in the state of be­

ing slowly destroyed by the phylloxera, a small insect that at­

tacked the roots of the plant. Bush:,, who was a student of the

theories of Darwin,..at that early date, conceived an idea, guid­

ed by the theories of the great biologist, that a resistant Am­

erican strain of grapes- might be introduced into France which

1. Menorah, loc. cit.
2. Ibid.
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would serve as a remedy for the grape industry which was grad­

ually being ruined in that country. He based this idea on Dar­

win’s theory of the co-adaptiveness of nature, which points out

that nature provides for protection to diseases by-building up

immunity in plants which have been exposed to a certain disease

for a long time.

With the advice and encouragement of the well-known

entomologist, Professor C. V. Riley, Bush sent two cases of Am­

erican vines to Montpelier, Prance. He asked only that their

resistance to phylloxera be tried. The French grape growers

were at first suspicious of the American vines and hesitated to

try them out. But they finally saw that they had nothing to

lose since their own vines were slowly dying. The vines were

tested and were found to be immune to the disease. Immediately

the demand for American grown vines soared. They were recog­

nized as the saviours of the grape industry and wine culture of

.France. Bush, and other viticulturists of America, shipped

hundreds of thousands of vines to France where great acreages

were replanted with American vines. The problem was solved,

and a great investment in land and equipment was saved.

In a short time the fame of Bushberg and Isidor Bush

and his son had spread over all of the grape growing countries

of the world. The vineyards of Bush became recognized by

grape growers as models, they prospered, and the wine and. li­

quor business carried on by the Bushes flourished. After tak­

ing up the study of American grapes at an advanced age Bush beea^e

1. Menorah, loc. cit.
2. Ibid.
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known as an authority on them. The catalogue of the Bush-

berg vineyards became so highly regarded as a source of infor­

mation for grape growers that it was printed in French, Ger­

man, and Italian, and has been published in many European

countries.

MICHIGAN

Turning from Missouri to Michigan, we find that the

condition of the Jews in agriculture was in no way the same in

the two territories. Missouri was a success so far as one Jew,

at least, was concerned. Michigan was a continual source of

worry.

Agriculture in general had received a slow start in

Michigan because of the bad reputation of the state’s swamp

land and general unfitness for use as an agricultural district.

The swamp land in question was located in the southeastern part

of the state which was the only part that was known to the peo­

ple who might have been interested in agriculture. The rest of

the state was forested and filled with wild animals and fearful

1 magi nary dangers for the most part. This was the reason that

Indiana, Wisconsin, Illinois, and Iowa developed as agricultur­

al centers much more rapidly than did Michigan, although just

as good land was available in Michigan as in any of the afore­

mentioned states.

As the false impression under which Michigan suffered

became corrected, settlers began to pour in along the fertile

1. American Israelite, October 8, 1869.
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land that lay across the present route of the Detroit-Chicago

highway. By 1840 Washtenaw County, which was the fifth to be.

organized in the state, was the best county in chigan for

farm stock. Washtenaw had an important output of wool and

hides, which latter product kept four tanneries busy.

Washtenaw County was largely settled by Germans, and

even today has a large German community. ’When German immi­

grants began to arrive in this country in the 1840’s they did

not go to Detroit, as might have been expected for them to do,

but they went to Washtenaw instead. These immigrants were

prompted to settle there by the same general motives that caused

almost all of the German immigration of this period. That was

the desire for freedom, complete personal, religious, and intel­

lectual freedom. "The hope of free air to breathe, free soil to

stand on, and free opportunity to achieve, they found among the
2.

German farmers of Washtenaw."

In addition to the opportunity that was theirs for the

taking in this community, they also came to this place because

of the similarity of language and custom between themselves and

the German farmers who had been in the district previous to
5. '

the arrival of the Jews.

The Jewish immigrants did not succeed in farming as

well as might have been expected. The first Jewish family in

this area was composed of five brothers by the name of Weil, who

had come from Bohemia to form the nucleus of the colony at Ann

Arbor, in Washtenaw County. Leopold Weil, one of the brothers,

1. American Jewish Historical Society Publications, Vol. XIII,
pp. 66-69. ’
2. Ibid.
3. TFia.
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tried farming with Judah Sittig in Lima Township near Ann Ar­

bor. After a year they gave up the attempt. The main diffi­

culty seemed to be the general roughness of the country and the

great number of wild beasts of the forest which were around the

farm and which had to be dealt with constantly. Then too, the

wilderness and the desolation^in contrast to the city life to

which these men had been accustomed in former times caused

their unhappiness with the venture and forced them to give up

the attempt. Moses Weil, another one of the brothers had a

similar experience in South Lyons Township, just north of the
1.

county line.

FLORIDA

In the Southern States from 1775 to 1880 there was neither

so much activity as there had been in the previous period, nor

so much as from 1880 to the present. Nevertheless, several at­

tempts at farming were made by Jews in the South during the

post-Revolutionary era with sugnifleant results.

During the early part of the nineteenth century a

Jew by the name of Moses Elias Levy became interested in estab­

lishing an agricultural colony in Alachua County, Florida. Un­

fortunately he made a very bad selection of land for his ven­

ture. This factor contributed to the ultimate failure of the

colony. Although early accounts of soil fertility differ from

those which we have at hand today we must accept the modern an­

alysis of the district to be more accurate than the optimistic

1. American Jewish Historical Society Publications,, Vol. XIII,
pp. 66-69.
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prognistications of Levy. The fact that Levy was trying to

promote an agricultural colony may have led him to exaggerate

the first reports of Alachua’s fertility. The land around

Alachua is mainly smooth and poorly drained, of fair product­

ivity when properly drained. It was largely forested at the

time that the colony was projected. There is a long frost-

free growing season, and a warm summer. In small isolated a-

reas there occur soils which are excellent for garden crops,

but at the same time swamps may surround them. This was the

type of land which Levy chose for his experiment, the area

that seemed to him to be the finest and the most beautiful in
1.

the United States.

During the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries one

of the favorite ways to make money was to plant a colony and

to live off the successes of the settlement by exploiting hith­

erto virgin land. Single proprietor ownership of a tract was

financially most successful because the profits did not have to

be shared. For many years Moses Elias Levy had had the idea of

an agricultural colony in the United States. With that thought

in mind he acquired vast areas of land in Florida which must

have made him one of the largest land owners in the entire re­

gion. He owned, in addition to much other property in the

same state, a single tract of land amounting to 36,000 acres,

(equivalent to two and one-half times the area of Manhattan

Island) in Alachua County. He was to establish a colony there

1. U.S. Department of Agriculture, Dep’t. of Agricultural Econ­
omics, op. cit.
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in accordance with the terms of the grant to the land which he

held.

When Florida was ceded to the United States by Spain

many land disputes grew out of the cession of the land. In or­

der to dispose of them in a fair manner a commission was set up

to hear the disputes. In the case of Levy the Commission had

no trouble in deciding his equity to the land and stated:

"...that whatever may be the true construction of our powers

we have no difficulty in deciding in favor of the equity of

Mr. Levy, to have his claim confirmed to a quantity proportion-
2.

ate to the merit and extent of his compliance".

The original owners of the land had received it under

the conditions that they have settlers upon it within three

years of th© date of taking title to it. When Levy took pos­

session of the land from them he was granted one year’s exten­

sion in which to get the land colonized. There were many prob­

lems that required attention before the land could be success­

fully settled, chief among the difficulties being the hostile

nature of the Indians. Nevertheless, the land was settled un­

der the time limit agreed upon in the original deed, and sett­

lers were living on it after November 12, 1820. The original

settlers came, for the most part, from Delaware County, New

York; from New Jersey, and from Europe. Their settlement upon

the land involved a great deal of expense and labor since the

land had never been used for any purpose save as a hunting

1. American Jewish Historical Society Publications, Vol. XXV,
pp. 132-154.
2. Ibid.
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ground for the Indians of the Florida region. "It has been

estimated that Levy spent more than $18,000 in settling fam­

ilies, building houses, clearing lands, and furnishing provi­

sions."

Fift^y persons, all brought to the settlement by

Levy, were living on the land in 1823. These colonists had

all been brought at the personal expense of Levy. He and his

agents were constantly at work trying to persuade people to

come to Florida as settlers. They ran into difficulty because

of the lack of conveniences and necessities which made people

hesitate to come into the land. In 1823, in order to obviate

the objections of prospective settlers, twenty-five houses were

built, and a road forty-five miles long was laid. Plans were

made to build a saw-mill. By this time three plantations had

been established on the land and a total of 300 acres had been
2.

cleared and put under cultivation.

The settlement was commented on in the following man­

ner by a contemporary writer:

"Several gentlemen of capital settled on a grant
in Alachua which they had purchased while the country
was still under Spanish dominion. They also obtained
a cession of it from the Indians, and, having a great
deal of enterprise and the necessary means were about
introducing a large body of industrious settlers; by
whom the wilderness will soon be converted into a smi- 3
ling scene of cultivation and civilized improvement."

Concerning the colony Levy himself said in 1823:

"The present owners of the grant consist of more

1. American' Jewish Historical Society Publications, Vol. XXV,
pp. 132-134.
2. Ibid.
3. Ibid.
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than seventy individuals, most of them agricul­
turists from New York, New Jersey, and other
parts; many rich and opulent citizens, the ma­
jor part of whom became purchasers with., the in­
tention of settling on the said lands."1*

One man in writing about Alachua said that;

"All accounts agree in extolling the fertil­
ity, of its soil, salubrity of its air, sublimity
of its scenery, and the abundant supply of cattle
and stock of all kinds, ...and it is perhaps bet­
ter calculated than any other part of the country
for the establishment of a white,population de­
sirous of agricultural pursuits.1*a*

The first point of settlement was the town of Micanope
3.

which has a fair number of Jews living in it today.

Levy also approached the Jews of Europe to interest

them in coming to his colony. He worked through agents who

travelled abroad and spread the news of the colony. One of

these was Frederick Warburg with whom Levy had discussed his

project when in London in 1816. Levy persuaded Warburg to come

, to this country and to settle in the colony. Although Warburg

H left his home in Hamburg to come to America he never became a

settler in Florida. He remained north to wait for other fami­

lies who were also supposed to come to America to settle even-
4.

tually in Alachua.

No record of this colony exists after about 1830, so

it is fairly safe to assume that it gradually disintegrated for

one reason or another when the proprietor felt that he could

no longer put any more money into it, and when his co-investors

1. American Jewish Historical Society Publications, Vol. XXV,
pp. 132-134.

3. This-is the statement of the American Jewish Historical Soc­
iety (Ibid.) writer. Linfield in Jews in U.S., 1927 (American
Jewish-Committee, Pub., 1929) lists city as having less than 10
^SicUl^h £&rloal Society Publications, loo. clt.
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had become disillusioned. Florida was never settled by Jewish

agricultural groups again, and to this day has none, or very

few Jews engaged in agriculture.

KENTUCKY

Kentucky was not the site of any concerted coloni­

zation movement on the part of Jews at any time during its

history. When the Jews came into Kentucky they came, for the

most part, singly, and quite alone. There they were made to

feel so much at home among the people living in the state that

most of them intermarried, and if the original Jewish residents

did not, their descendants did to a considerable extent. The

best known example of this is Benjamin Gratz, who intermarried

and became completely assimilated with the inhabitants of the

state. The reason for the assimilation of.the Jews in Kentucky

is that they came into the region by themselves. They were

not able to find any of their own people to pray with or to

marry. Perforce they associated with their Christian neighbors

as they might not have done otherwise.

TEXAS

In Texas quite a different situation existed from

that in Kentucky. Here were Jews who had no apparent desire

to assimilate, and who thought only of having other Jews come

into the same region to join them as soon as possible, so that

they could carry on the ceremonies of Judaism in the proper

1. Lebeson, op. cit., p. 310.
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manner as prescribed by the customs of Israel.

One of the largest and most important settlements in

Texas was made through the efforts of a Jewish pioneer and col­

onizer. Henry Castro, the founder of Castroville, the colony

of which we speak, was born in France in July, 1786. A descen­

dant of a famous Portuguese family, he was prominent in public

affairs both in France and in the United States. In 1827 he

became a citizen of this country and was soon appointed United

States Consul for Naples. He returned to France in 1838 and

with a partner, Lafitte, attempted to negotiate a loan for the
1.

Republic of Texas.

On January 15, 1842 Castro entered into a five year

contract with President Samuel Houston for settling a colony

to the west of Medina in Bandera County. This area was not par­

ticularly favorable for an agricultural settlement. The land

was mainly arid or rough suitable mainly for forage or rough
2.

pasturage. Although the original territory was four miles a-

way from Medina township on the Medina River, and by its loca­

tion the settlement was deprived of valuable riparian rights,

Castro soon improved the situation. Through his purchase, with

his own funds, of lands adjacent to the original boundary of

his grant, he was able to make Medina the eastern boundary of
3.

the area of settlement.

The first attempts at colonization were halted by the

Texas Centennial Exposition, pub., 1936, Dallas; p. 13.
2. U.S. Department of Agriculture, Dep’t. of Agricultural Econ­
omics, op. cit.
3. Cohen, loc. cit.
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invasion of Texas by Mexico. Throughout the War attempts at

colonization were impossible. In December, 1844, when hostil­

ities had. ceased Castro’s contract was renewed for three years

so as to give him another chance to make good the terms. He

was at the same time appointed Consul-General to France, from

which country he expected to take his colonists. In France

Castro encountered great opposition to his colonization scheme.

The French government was trying to encourage migration to its

own colonies in Algiers, and wanted no competition. Neverthe­

less Castro went ahead with his plans. On November 13, 1842,

he despatched the ship Ebro from Havre at his own expense.

There were 113 emigrants on the ship. He soon followed this

detachment with other ships all filled with settlers for his

colony. These ships were the Lyons, which sailed from Havre,

the Louis Phillippe from Dunkirk, the Jeane Key from Antwerp,

and the Jeanette May from the same city. These five ships

brought 700 colonists, men, women, and children, to Texas.

Between 1843 and 1846 Castro introduced over 5,000
emigrants to Texas. [Ill of them had been farmers, fruit, or

vine growers in their mother country, France^ They came chiefly

from the Rhenish provinces. On September 3, 1844 the colony of

Castroville was inaugurated. It was given that name by the u-

nanimous vote of the colonists. It should not be thought that

the settlement of this Texas colony was an easy thing to do.

For over 150 years the Spanish government had been trying to

do the same thing and could not succeed. Dangers of the front-

1. Cohen, op. cit., p.

r---------------------------------------------------------------------
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ier, particularly the Indians, were deterrents to the success

of any colony which was placed in the area.

Soon after Castroville was founded Castro had to re­

turn to France for a short visit. Upon his leave-taking the

colonists, both Jews and Gentiles, whom he had settled, pre­

sented to him the following acknowledgment of their grateful­

ness for what he had done for them. The document was in writ­

ing and was signed by fifty-three heads of families.

"We take pleasure in acknowledging that since
the first of September, the date at which we sign­
ed the process verbal of taking possession, you
have treated us like a liberal and kind father....
our best wishes accompany you on your voyage, and we
take this occasion to express to you our ardent thanks
and desire to see you return soon among us to con­
tinue to us your paternal protection."

Today Castroville is a flourishing city, although it

is no longer devoted exclusively to agriculture. Its residents

have broadened out their original occupation, to include all la­

bor necessary to the successful conduct of a city. Castro spent

over $150,000 of his personal fortune on his colonization

schemes. In addition to the settlement at Castroville he settled

the towns of Quihi, Vandenburg, and D’hanis.

"He fed his colonists for a year, furnished
them with cows, farming implements, seed, medicine,
and in fact whatever they needed. He was a fath­
er, dispensing blessings hitherto unknown in the
colonization of Texas. He was a devoted friend of
Presidents Lamar, Houston, and Jones, who in turn
did all in their power to further his partiotic
work of planting permanent civilization in south­
west Texas."1 2 3,

Castro was the publisher of a number of maps and pam-

1. Cohen, op. cit., p. 14.
2. Ibid. -----
3. Cohen, op. cit., p. 15-
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phlets which he used to aid his emigration movement by circulat­

ing them among the Rhenish provinces of France from which he

took the main body of his colonists. His tastes were of a lit­

erary turn, and he was a very modest man, caring not for person­

al credit for the achievements he had accomplished. His reli­

gious characteristics were of a Marano nature; and he did not

proclaim his Jewishness ostentatiously.

"...during.his surveying tours he would leave
his companions in order to retire to the forest for
the purpose of binding his phylacteries."!•

During the Civil War Castro attempted to return to

France but reached only as far as Monterey, Mexico. There he

became sick and died, where, "...at the base of the Sierra Mad-

re, his remains repose; but his memory has an abiding place in

the bosom of every Texan who reads of his labors in the cause
2.

of civilization."

In 1855 we hear of a farmer in Texas who had his farm

in Goliad. This man was a native of Prussian Poland and a form­

er resident of Philadelphia. He took up residence on the Texas

soil and was very happy with the change that he had made in his

mode of life. He owned 4,444 acres ofland twenty-two miles

west of Goliad, Texas, on both sides of the Medios River, thus

assuring himself of water rights. His land was well-suited ei­

ther for cattle raising or for farming. Land in the area at

that time was cheap, selling at from $1.00 to $3.00 per acre,

and less if the land was purchased in large quantities. The

1. Cohen, op. cit., p. 15.
2. Ibid.

r-------------------------
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country in this particular area had a healthful climate with

no swamps and therefore no malaria. Farming could be carried

on quite successfully with the production of meat, cereals, and

vegetables. These could be raised both cheaply and abundantly

due to the fertility of the soil. A friend of this Jewish set­

tler suggested to him that Jews who wished to take up fnrming

ought to be invited into the area because of its general attract­

iveness and the cheapness of the land. He made the point that

if a few of them came in together there would be no difficulty

in carrying out the observance of the religious rites connected

with Judaism. This was an important point for the prospective

Jewish farm settler to consider in Texas as well as in many
1.

other places.

In the course of the next few years we find references

to a small Jewish farming community at Goliad. The plan of a

religious settlement of farmers was carried out here.

MISSISSIPPI

Turning from Texas to Mississippi we find that there

were Jewish farmers in the state before 1869. The American Is­

raelite comments on the good business and farming practices of

Isaac Lowenberg of Natchez who for two years, 1868 and 1869, had

brought the first bale of cotton to market. This man had been

a cotton planter since before the Civil War. Due to his enter-
-prise and conscientiousness he had he^ quite successful in his

2.
business.

1. Occident, Vol. DH, P. 513, April, 1833.
2. American Israelite, October 8, 1869.
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This concludes the record available to this writer

for farms and farm settlements in the southern parts of the

United States during the post-Revolutionary period up to 1880.

CALIFORNIA

In the far west, during this same period, there comes

but one reference to a Jewish farmer, that of one in California.

This account, in addition to the brief mention of any farmers

we have made in the survey of the period, was about a man by the

name of E. Linoberg. A native of Lissa in Posen, he was reputed

to have been engaged in farming since 1853. His land was located

in Tuolumne County, not far from Sonora, where he owned an exten-
1.

sive ranch.

SlMiARY OF STATES* ACCOUNTS OF JWISH FARMESS

The period that we have just surveyed was one of con­

siderable significance in the history of the Jew in the United

States, and corelatively in agriculture. For a time in which

immigration was insignificant until the 1840’s, and which even

then was not large compared with vfaat came later, the post-Rev­

olutionary era in American Jewish history was important. It was

a time when foundations were being laid and precedents were be­

ing established. During this time the Ja»s had slowly begun to

spread through the United States, end their infiltration Into

the large cities had become quite noticeable. From the point of

view of agriculture, however, the period's noteworthiness lies

1. Occident. XIV, P- 311 > Apri1’ 1856-
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neither in the number of Jews engaged in the field, nor with

the success in which they engaged in this comparatively new oc­

cupation for them. The significant fact is that for the first

time in Jewish history in the western hemisphere Jewish agri­

cultural colonies existed and in some cases flourished albeit

for a very short time. The ice had been broken and the start

had been made. From this point forward the ideology of agri­

cultural colonies was to lie in Jews’ minds. It was no longer

an incomprehensible and idle dream, for it had been tested and

found workable. Now it remained necessary to wait for a time

when circumstance would give an opportunity for the further ex­

pression of the belief that the Jew belongs in agriculture, and

in agricultural colonies he can be happy and successful.
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RUSSIA AND THE JEVS

Frenzied thinking and activity unprecedented in the

history of the Jew in America broke over a comp lac ent,'people

in 1881 with the start of the largest movement of emigrating

Jews to this country ever known. Before this great wave start­

ed it was estimated by the Union of American Hebrew Congregat­

ions that there had been about 230,257 Jews in 1880. In 1897

David Sulzberger claimed that the American Jewish population

then numbered 937,800. It was this, and succeeding waves of

even heavier immigration that really developed the Jewish pop­

ulation of America.

The nature of the Jews comprising this vast flow of

humanity is very interesting. For the most part they were Rus­

sians who were forced to leave their country because of the

bloody pogroms. We must consider the history of the Jews in

Russia before 1880 to understand the problems which faced not

only the emigrating Russian Jews but also their originally some­

what unwi11ing hosts in America.

The Russian Jews had engaged in many occupations rang­

ing from the high to the very low in their mother country. There

were lawyers and doctors in the families where contact with gen­

tiles and consequent assimilation were not held to be so import­

ant. There were small shopkeepers and innkeepers, peddlers and

. , , Who made a miserable living by working onshoemakers, and people who ---------

the land for wealthy landlord.
____________
1. Levine, op. oil• > 35
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Interestingly enough efforts had been made by the

Russian government during the early.nineteenth century to in.

terest the Jews in agriculture and to place th® on the soil.

voco "The Rusaian government, it is well known
has on several occasions during the last half ’aSicStSeTfT4 t0 ae™te Selves to
TfiE^ltu.ral labor. The attempts made in this

™ t S^ally failed. The causes, of
failure were two-fold. In the first place,'the
land given to.the agriculturists was situated
in remote regions, exposed to a rigorous climate,
and in the second place, the grants in aid made
by the government to the colonists for the erec­
tion of buildings, the acquisition of cattle and
implements did not reach their destination as the
late Prince Demidoff remarked in his memoir on
the Jewish. Question, until they had been reduced
to minute dimensions. One colony, however, that
of Antonooka in Volhynia, has apparently trium­
phed over all these difficulties. This settle­
ment is located in a district covered with for­
ests, and contains fifty families. The colonists
perform all the necessary work without extraneous
aid; among them are some boot-makers, tailors,
and carpenters. They have a synagogue, school,
and slaughter house, but not-^a single tavern is
to be found on the estate."

We also find mention of a report by W. R. Ritkin who

stated that there were Jewish agricultural colonies in Russia 

from 1807 to 1877. Here again the statement that Jews could

not be successful agriculturists, and that they were incompe­

tent and unfitted for this type of work is refuted.

As late as 1892, after many of the Jews had begun to

leave Russia for more comfortable places, an official report

was made by the Minister of the Crown who inspected the Jewish

agricultural colonies In southeastern Russia and found favor­

able conditions existing among the Jews who were still living 

1. American Israelite?
2. American Israelite, 

February 18,
February 17,

1887.
1888.
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there. At that time there were "...7,000 Jews, (men, women,

and children) In excellent health, In handsome villages sur­

rounded hy well cultivated fields, meadows, end orchards, pro­

vided with synagogues and school houses, a healthy and a well-

to-do race".

The assassination of Alexander II, Czar of Russia,

on March 13, 1881, by Nihilists at St. Petersburg became the

immediate cause for the immigration of Jews to the United

States and elsewhere. Because a few Jews were involved in the

conspiracy the entire nation was blamed, and it suffered all

the horrors of a systematic governmental persecution. The of­

ficials took no account of the loyalty and love that almost the

entire nation of Jews had shown to the Czar despite hardhsips

that were

machinery

following

imposed upon them under his rule.

On May 3, 1882, the legislation of the governmental

was brought into action against the Jews, and the

decrees, known as the "May Laws",were passed:

"1. As a temporary measure, and until a.gen­
revision is made of their legal status it iseral revision is made of their legal status ii is

decreed that Jews be forbidden to settle.outs ide of
towns and boroughs, exceptions being a^itted only
in the case of existing agricultural colonies.

"2. Temporarily forbidden is the issuing of
morteaees and other deeds to Jews as well as thereaistration^of Jews as lessees of real property
situated oStside of towns and boroughs; and also
tte Siting 2 Jews of powers attorney to manage
and dispose of such real prop y<

't -rnTbidden to transact businesson Sundays 21 Se’ Jrinoipai Christian holy-days;

1. American Israelite, November 24, 1892,
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olTpSces^f bSfSes^beio011-®1,11^ the closinS
on such days ^o^S^fl^o.^1 *̂ 1-3

#1 #24\JhS-?e£T?\eS laid down ln Paragraphs

appiy to tte un

The laws also sent out all artisans and small mer-

cnants from Moscow, limited the number of Jewish students in

the universities to an insignificant per cent., and prohibited

Jews from being elected to all public offices. By making the

lot of the Jew so unbearable as to offer migration as the only

means of escape the Russian government hoped to solve its Jew­

ish problem. The policy of the government was summed up by

Pobiedenostseff, the Procurator General of the Greek Catholic

church in his famous trilogy: "One-third would be forced to 

emigrate, one-third would be forced into the church, and the
2.

rest eliminated by starvation."

Jews began to stream from Russia blindly and without

planned destination. Their one thought was to get away from

the terror that destroyed their land, their homes, their child­

ren and relatives before their eyes. Thousands left without

money and were stranded as soon as they had crossed the Russian

frontier into Austria. Many of these people were helped by the

Alliance Israelite Universelle which gave them the necessary

funds to leave the European continent and to go to the United

i ,,  „ . . -pence in this section to"Levine, op. cit.“’
J; PreT10U! Social Aspects of the Jewish Colonies of^ould bo corrected to Soc|aJi^^_f^__EE_Is—jjjj—
^Sls^page^s^footnote*refers  to pp. 9-10 of the shore work.
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States. The few who had left wri<,left with some money were systematically
robbed by police and other officials so that when they eventu­

ally arrived in America they were completely penniless. During

all this time pitiful letters and pleas for help were being sent

to Jews in America and harrowing reports were coming from the

devastated areas in Russia which once had been settlements of

Jews living in security and relative happiness. Immigrants were

landing in the United States with no money and with no friends

or relatives to help them. The problem of what to do with the

refugees mounted every day, and the Jews of the United States

looked about wildly for a panacea to end the pressing problem.

Jewish leaders in the United States were panic strick­

en. They did not know what to do. They feared not only the

fate that awaited the million Russian Jews who were coming into

the country so quickly. They feared what would happen to them­

selves when the problem of absorbing these immigrants was put

upon their shoulders as it would be since the people who were

coming in were their co-religionists. They saw economic reper­

cussions upsetting the whole delicate business machinery of the

United States which was just beginning to achieve an equal basis

with that of the rest of the world. They feared that the "May

Laws" and the solution of Pobiedonostseff would become the usual

thing for countries all over the world in an effort to solve

their Jewish problems. Not knowing what to do they flitted

from one solution to another before alighting on what they

thought to be the one way of caring for the great influx.

The hysteria of the American Jews is reflected in the 



-89-

in the words of the historian Benjamin Peixotto who, speaking

before the Y.H.M.A. of New York on February 2, 1887 on the sub­

ject "What shall we do with our Immigrants?*',  made the foil owing

statement:

.. 500,°°° Jews come into the city within
the next thirty years, there will creep up a
spirit of enmity; there will be bitter relations
here as in Old Europe today. There will be no
safety; there may be dishonor, disgrace, and mi­
sery on every side. There is enough of misery
already. Go over to the East Side where from
40,000 to 50,000 Jews now live. Go into the ten­
ement district along Hester, Forsyth, and Divi­
sion Streets. Go on Sunday and look at the crowds
of Jews on the corners of the streets, jabbering,
uttering language unnatural, inhuman, making day
hideous with their sights and voices. They are
blind and they are deaf and they are dumb, because

, they cannot make known their wants except to those
/ of their own condition. We must give them hearing

and give them speech. We must rescue them."1.

These statements came from a man of intelligence, a man

whose Anglo-Jewish History is regarded as being a sound histor­

ical work. If a person of this high calibre could become so ex­

cited about the situation that was facing the Jews of America,

we can imagine how great the hue and cry must have been in the

middle classes from people who had only recently emigrated them­

selves, and who were worried for their own security which they
saw put in danger by the Russian Jews’ immigration.J

The immediate consequences of the immigration were

the pressing civic and welfare problems only natural as a result

of such a large movement of humanity from one country to another.

This had a recognizable effect upon the Jews of the United States,

mainly the German Jews. Their generosity was being imposed upon

1. Levine, op. cit»> P* 37’
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constantly, but that did not disturb them as seriously as their

fear for their own position^ which they believed was endangered

by the competition of the Russian Jews in the same communities.

The solution that appeared to them was to sprinkle the Russian

Jews over as large an area as possible and to place them in

self-sustaining colonies. Looking to Russia they saw that a

promising "back to the soil" movement had been destroyed, and the

idea at once struck them that perhaps the solution for the prob­

lem in the United States was to recreate the Russian plan for

a new occupation for the Jew.

The idea was taken up by groups of people and soon

saw print. Societies were formed and interest in the future of

the Russian Jew grew by leaps and bounds. Newspaper articles

began to appear defending the Russian Jew and making excuses

for him in not too faltering a way. It was explained that the

Russian Jew had been maltreated on his way to this country and

that his money had been stolen from him and other abuse heaped

upon him. The point was strongly made that he was not penniless

when he started on his journey but that "through torture and

Intimidation the agents of the German steamship companies, in

league with the Russian police, blackmail and rob these people

until they are destitute, when they allow them to proceed on
1.

their journey."
The American Jews began to overcome their fears to

a greater extent. Conservatives who had remained aloof from the

problem became intrigued with the idea of planting agricultural

1. American Israelite, December 16, 1897.
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colonies. Illustrating this point the following editorial ap-

peared in the American Israelite;

there"never Clasa Of imigrants of which
is the class ^y.to this country and thatSahl a ? agriculturists, because the area of

vefy lar§e on this continent in pro-
0 th0Se wh0 activate it....There are al-

J®*? 7 ?any Persons engaged in commerce and in-
dustry in proportion to agriculture which is the cause
of over-production and over-trading, the unnatural
growth of large cities, manufacturing, and mining dis­
tricts, all the labor troubles, socialism and anar­
chism included. Immigrants...should be advised not
to come to this country unless they are ready and pre­
pared to enter at once upon agricultural pursuits,
or as skilled.mechanics in rural districts... .Coer­
cive legislation prohibitin^or limiting 1mmigration
would be both unjust and imprudent, although it would
seem beneficial to the laboring man who is here now
and to him who is kept away, as we do want immigra­
tion of the right sort and are desirous to build up a
large anpire of liberty..."

Finally, after much deliberation and arguing back and

forth, after countless newspaper editorials from the various

Jewish organs scattered through the east and middle west, opin­

ion solidified, and it was decided to. use the vast American ter­

ritories as yet unsettled, as a sponge to absorb the rushing

flood of immigrants which was increasing’yearly. The Jews must

be turned toward agriculture! Back to the land! Colonize and

colonize again! These were the slogans as the enthusiastic Jews,

almost to a man, turned their attention to the land available

for the settlement of immigrants who were milling about in cit­

ies, supported by charitable organizations. Sites of land were

chosen with little thought given to their suitability for agri­

culture or the availability of markets. Neither was the ability

of the immigrants to take up agriculture considered. It was 

1. American Israelite, April 29, 1887. 
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merely assumed that thpv mnia k
hot they would be so overjoyed at the pros­

pects for a happy future that they would not be deterred by

any of the hardships that must of a necessity none to them

while living on farms in the undeveloped sections of the United

States. In sone areas the choice of land was a happy one, In

others, very sorry Indeed. But the enthusiasm went ahead,

spurred on by the Jewish agricultural and charitable societies

which were formed at this time in the effort to return the Jew

to the soil.

AMERICA AND THE JEWS

OF RUSSIA. t J

ORGANIZATIONS. 0

All over the country scores of agricultural societies ?

began to spring up. Wherever there was a Jewish community there

was bound to be an agricultural society also. This was espec­

ially true in the mid-west where in cities such as Cincinnati,

Chicago, St. Louis, etc., interest was high because of the rel­

ative proximity of these cities.to tested agricultural areas.

The fact that these societies worked independently for

the most part during their early history contributed to the fail­

ure of many of the colonies which they placed on the soil. They

did not take the trouble to appoint soil experts to study the

land which they were to purchase for colonization areas. They

did not consult the government agricultural stations which were

active at that tine, but went ahead independently. The criti­

cism has been made that the organizations were too patronizing 

1. Goldstein, op. ell* > 13.
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to the colonists. Hany other orltlolsas

early enthusiasts. !„ the history of the colonies themselves

»e shall see how badly some of them were located, often on un­

productive soil with little thought given to the proximity of

markets, or the convenience of a water supply, or any one of

the numerous factors that must be considered in planting an agri­

cultural colony.

The American Israelite, under the editorship of Isaac

Mayer Wise, reflected the ideas of its editor, who, during the

period of the Russian emigration was one of the main proponents

for the return of the Jew to the soil, and for the education of

young men and women for a farming career instead of a commer­

cial one. Frequently his efforts were misdirected, and there

is at least one instance when the society in which he possessed 

a great influence deliberately wrecked a colony of Jews which

had been placed on the soil. But his sincerity cannot be quest­

ioned nor can the great influence of the American Israelite at 

that time be underestimated.

Although the American Israelite was not, strictly

speaking, an organization, nevertheless it may be treated along

with the Jewish organizations of the tlme^ because of Its effect

on many of the organizations which have/used different methods

of approach to the probl® bad It not teen for the recomendatlons 

offered by the Israelite.
mx. this paper the various editorial opinionsThroughout vnis

or-P noted. The writer purposes to state
held by the Israelite are nove

, fhnse Which have a direct bearing on the
at this point only those
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The state-

rection. It stated rather favorably regarding Palestine at 

The attitude of the Israelite with regard to Palestine

and immigration of refugees to that country, went through some

revision before it assumed its final form. In 1894 the Israel­

ite considered Palestine as a possible place of Jewish settle­

men although it did not recommend any mass movement in that di­

problem immediately at hand, that is, the settlement in the

United States of Jews who were the victims of the Russian Po­

groms; and to compare the American Israelite's attitude toward

the settlement of these people in this country as opposed to

its attitude toward Palestine, Argentine, Mexico, and other

projected places of settlement.

from this that the Israelite was

change our

support
forth by

and on the other

that time, that: "European culture is carried into Asia by

those very Jews decried by their enemies as drones in society...,

The Jew can be a successful farmer as well as an apostle of sci-
1.

ence and art, a merchant, and a financier." It is question­

able whether the American Israelite was in favor of Palestinian

colonization or whether it was simply trying to make the Jot’s

position more favorable in the eyes of the world by turning a

sympathetic eye toward what he had accomplished.

But i:
sympathetic towid Palestine all we have to do to

minds is to read an article of October 28, 1897.

ment reads in the Israelite as follows.

”The ^cultura^population hSTe^Ve?

?hoseS?nl poJlMon to know best; and on th,

, . T November 15, 1894.American Israelite,
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iyeon

In this article the Israelite likened Palestinian col­

onization to Ephraim Deinard’s abortive attempt to settle in

California with a group of Russian Jews. The latter failure,

of which we shall hear more later, was one of the many ventures

resulting in an indelible imprint upon the policy of the period­

ical.

One interesting thing about the American Israelite

is that almost every time it was offering a bit of polemic mat­

erial that it wanted to have accepted as Gospel by its readers,

although fearful of its not being swallowed whole, it would

state unequivocably that a person who knew what he was about,

or, as in the above article, "...those in a position to know 

best" had written the statement and was responsible for the 

thoughts therein contained.

An article appearing on February 1, 1900, told of the

failure of the Jewish Colonization Society in the Argentine,

and criticized the taking over of the Palestine colonies by the

Jewish Colonization Association. The following statement was

made: "Until the Jewish Colonization Association changes its

policy the income from Baron Kirsch's millions is worse than

wasted. ■■ 2ihe Israelite oouia foresee only failure for any eol-

see later on in this paper

1897.
1900.

onies not in the United States.

For that matter we shall

1. American Israelite, October 28,
2. American Israelite, February 1,
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that the Israelite was very critical of colonization- efforts in

which it did not. have an active part. On more than one occasion

it took to task severely efforts by individuals in other sec­

tions of the country who were proceeding contrary to the.meth­

ods which it felt were the proper ones to be pursued. We should

not condemn'ioo finally, for this practice, since a great deal

of good was accomplished through the paper's influence. Never­

theless, simply because the protecting aegis of Isaac Mayer

Wise floated over the newspaper is no reason for us to assume

that all of its policies were perfect and wise.

THE EARON DE HIRSCH FUND

Perhaps the most potent single force aiding the Rus-

sian Jew during the entire period of his .colonization, and,

for that matter, his emigration to, and his existence in the

United States, was the Baron de Hirsch Eund.

"The measures now being enforced against the
Jews which are equivalent to their wholesale ex-.
pulsion do not appear to me to be altogether a mis­
fortune to the Russian Jew. I think that the worst
thing that could happen to these unfortunate people

‘ would be to continue for an indefinite period the
wretched existence which they have led up to the
present time, crowded together in narrow streets,
merely vegetating without hope and without a future,
reduced to a condition incompatible with the dig- .

ceu u beings. The only means to raise theiro™IiHo^is to ieSove than from the soil to which
they are rootld and to transport them, to other count-
iney are iou en lov the same rights as the
ries where th y where they will cease
people peeone citizens. What is going
on Jn Russia today may b^the prelude for their be-
neficent transformation.

1. Baron de Hirsch, "Refuge for Russian dews"; The For™, August,

1891, Vol. XI, p. 627‘
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mind behind the

his fa-

time, feeling

of a banking

be put into ef-

By that time he had already married Clara Bischoffsheim

his wife

These words express the opinion end the sentiments of

Baron de Hirsch toward the Russian Refugee problem. Sympathetic

and understanding, he felt the needs of the people who were en-

termg upon new and terrifying phases of life of which they had

no idea, and which seemed only blank and without hope.

Baron Maurice de Hirsch was born at Munich, December

9, 1831, the son of Joseph von Hirsch, and the grandson of Ba­

ron Jacob von Hirsch, who had founded the fami 1 y fortune. He

received an education in secular and religious matters from an

early age. Although he was not a willing student he manifested

a good mind which was to show itself later in his accumulation

of his large fortune. At an early age he went to work in the

banking business in which his whole family was very prominently

engaged, and soon became regarded as the master

success of the Von Hirsch banking business. In

that he was being held down by the conservatism

firm which regarded his ideas as too radical to

feet, he left that banking house and went into business for him­

self.

who was an heiress in her own right. With the dowry of

along with the money which had been left to him through

ther and grandfather he invested in railway enterprlses in Aus­

tria, the Balkans, and Turkey. , Largely through the efforts of
the Baron, Europe and the ftear last were connected by railway.

The project of de Hirsch was looked upon with scepticism by many

of the leading financiers of bls day, but the Baron, with the 

J
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help or the leading engineers or the day went ahead with his

plans and „ade the railroad a success. Although he had Peen

called a visionary and a reckless can, Che success or this ven­

ture stamped him as one or the leaders in industry, and a man

whose achievements had nlaced him hi^uau pxacea nim high in the esteem of the most
important people in Europe. *

During the course of the Commercial and industrial ca­

reer of the Baron he engaged to some considerable degree in

philanthropy and was always able to be interested in' alleviating

the conditions of Jews in various parts of the world.

We are concerned chiefly with the activities of Baron

de Hirsch as they concerned themselves with the American Jew in

agriculture.

May, 1889 saw a committee of a number of important

American Jews meeting to consider the disposition of a fund 

whose establishment was being considered by Baron de Hirsch.

The meeting was called by Isidor Loeb, who was then the Sec­

retary

of the

set up by the Baron was to consist of men who had had some ex­

perience in philanthropic matters. The yearly income of the

propped fund was estimated tOgbe at a figure somewhere between

$100,000 and $120,000 yearly.
Original plans of the committee called for relief to

«rh^fition for the children and adults,the Russian Refugees, education ioi

7” „ Hirsch Fund, Samuel Joseph; Baron de
1. History of the Baron de  -y^-22 passim.
Hirsch Fund~~PuhIi shers, 1935, PP- x ---------
2. Ibid.

of the Alliance Israelite Universelie. The personnel

committee which was later to administer the Fund to be
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and provision for the establishment or an agricultural colony

for which a sun of money was to be set aside at the express di-

rection of Baron de Hirsch.

.The committee which met at New York was criticized by

influential Jews in Baltimore and Philadelphia who sent a mem­

orandum to Baron de Hirsch. He received their communication >,

graciously and agreed with the principles that it brought out.

These men, Dropsie, Hachenburg, Dr. Aaron Friedenwald, and many

others, had had experience with colonies which were exclusively

Jewish in New Jersey, and were opposed to any future trials in

the matter. The answer from Baron de Hirsch declared that he

did not propose to form an exclusively Jewish colony, but that

he preferred land to be purchased which would afford to the im­

migrants to be settled opportunity for contact with their neigh­

bors. He desired that a sum of $240,000 be set aside for the

colonization plan, and further asked that the two groups belong­

ing to New York,and Philadelphia and Baltimore unite and cohsoli-
2.

date their efforts.

At a meeting held on July 29, 1889, plans of policy,

the basis for further activities of the Fund were made. Sever­

al important points were brought out, the gist of them being

the following: A distinction was to be set up between tempor­

ary relief and that which would require a foundation of a perma-

nent character. Immediate aid was defined as that which would

enable the emigrant coming into this country to take up work

, . fess ion in which he had been previously em-immediately in a profession xn 1 2

1. Joseph, ci* * > 14"22,
2. .Ibid.
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ployed, or to give bln the opportunlty to ggt Qut

learn a new profession rapidly, and begin to practice It. Tbls

type of aid did not Include settlement on farms, although it did

allow for the transportation of immigrants to the interior of

the country in an effort to find work for them there. In some

cases it also supplied to artisans the tools am instruments

without which they could not get work.

Those refugees who had been in the country for a time,

and who already had become somewhat established could look for

help of a more permanent nature although it was made clear that

they were not to receive supporting doles merely to keep them

going on the land which they had settled. For them the Fund was

ready to provide training in trades and technical problems. Eng­

lish was to be taught to the adults as well as to the children,

and also to those who had not been given an opportunity to take

advantage of such instruction before the plan had been set up,

i.e., those immigrants who were in the country before the mass

emigration from Russia started. It may be seen that one of the

main purposes of the Fund was to allow the refugee to go ahead

at his own speed, and to feel that he was becoming independent

rather than more and more dependent upon some outside source for

his progress. Baron de Hirsch was opposed to charity as such.

He did not feel that money should be used on those who could

p an-rrnortinR • and was of the opinion thatnever make themselves self-suppor mg,
who did possess promise for the fut-only those ambitious people wno oiu

ure should be given aid.

1. Joseph, on. cit., PP- 14-22.
2. Ibid.
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This attitude is reflected in the following words:

are capable
. -~~r—“ "“w uuuniwise must be-
in this way create useful members

Xana^d6?1116 °^Ss"o X^or?78'

philanthropy to X tamj proble!“- ln
=o„r*>
of society," !♦ *

A problem of considerable importance to the members of

the committee was that which concerned the attitude of the Amer­

ican people against the Jews in this country who were encoura­

ging immigration of large numbers of aliens who might prove in­

capable of work, and thus undesirable. A definitely hostile at-

titude prevailed. After much talking and explaining the point

view held by those Americans was adjusted after some consi-

V derable waste of time when every moment was needed to prevent
2.

suffering.

In February, 1890, Baron de Hirsch wrote to the com­

mittee in New York that if they were willing to assume respon­

sibility and would administer the money he was abput to send he

would give them a donation of #10,000 a month beginning in

March which would continue until a permanent method of arrange­

ment was satisfactorily set up. The committee, which then be­

came known as the "Central Committee" agreed to the plan as

proposed by Earoil de Hirsch, and in March the money payments
3.

began.
Once the mechanism for the management of the Fund was

set up things proceeded smoothly, end an authorisation of powers

1. Joseph, op. clt., PP*  14-22.
2. Ibid.
3. Ibid.

J



was nade Dy the Baron which gave the of

wide jurisdiction. De Hlrsoh looked ahead to the time when

the refugees iron, Russia would no longer be coming into the

country as they had been and sought to provide for such a

situation by making the Fund that was established broad enough

to expand into other fields of work when the time became ripe.

The Trustees of the Fund were even given permission to en­

croach on the principal of the Fund itself within certain set

limits. This clearly shows the far-sightedness of Baron de

Hirsch and his realization of the needs for a philanthropic or­

ganization that would not look at the present alone, but would

consider a time when, the emergency being past, the time would

be ripe for other activities and services. These might con­

tinue with added benefit derived from experience and efficiency

in administration which had been acquired by dealing with pre­

vious situations.

By March, 1891, the principal for the Fund was com­

plete. In the meantime the Baron had been sending the Committee

in New York $10,000 per month.
The purposes of the Fund as expressed in the Deed of

Trust are as follows:
..-I to immigrants from Russia and Roumania,

actualAgriculturists, settlers within the United States,
on real or chattel security.

„+Q-Hn-n of immigrants (after arriving
"2. Transporta where they may find work

at American ports) to P^ces wne
and make themselves self-suppor ug.

..5, to teach immigrants trades and to contribute

1. Joseph, 0£. cit., PP- 14"22’
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their trades^°andWSso fSniih^ 1^ing’ 1 earning
tools enabling them to earn ^heif living?6 CeSSary

and youths. ■pro^eti mechanical training for adults

the dutiesIoftSe^icm1ciU®eSlhiiSh and

prove?;et£C™rfSnl?g^grloUltural work

tha nr>?+ Cooperation with established agencies in
the United States for the purpose of relief and ed-
ucation.

"8. Other methods of relief and education
which the Trustees may, from time to time, decide.1*

After 1900 all of the agricultural work of the Fund

was taken over by the Jewish Agricultural and Industrial Aid

Society which later changed its name to the Jewish Agricul­

tural Society, and has kept that name to this day. But up

to that time the Bar°n de Hirsch Fund accomplished much impor­

tant work including the establishment of a colony at Woodbine,

New Jersey, which will be Considered elsewhere in this paper,

and an agricultural school which was located in this colony.

An agricultural school was also contemplated at Peekskill, New

York, but the two "Fund" schools eventually gave way to the

National Farm School, the only agricultural school of note ex­

isting today which was founded by Jews. The history of the

J«,lsh agricultural schools will ba taken up at sone lentil

later.

1. Joseph, op. cit., P« 22
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In addition to the activities of the Baron de Hlrsch

Fund already mentioned, there were others which were not di­

rectly concerned with agriculture. Truly a great piece of work

and a fine organization, its work was invaluable at a trying

time in the history of the American Jew. An editorial from one

of the leading Christian newspapers of the time sums up the at­

titude of the non-Jews toward a project to which, at first, it

was feared they would be hostile, but which they learned to re­

spect. and to value in terms of its potential worth to the count­

ry.

"There will be no encouragement from the
Fund for idlers, now, nor in the future, nor will
the helpless and incapable be transferred. We
would have no apology for this immigration. We
would not have our Jewish friends feel that, such
immigrants, however humble, were unwelcome. We
will find room for them, work for them, ballots
for them. They will add to our strength, to our
material, and in the end, to our moral forces. We
will assimilate them to some extent by our language
and by our civilization. We thank God for the
opportunity to afford a refuge for the oppressed
and we will a little longer, and as far as we can,
boast that we welcome the stranger; we have the
faith to believe that his labors enrich us;, that
his ignorance can be instructed, and that time will
teach him our civilization; our doors stand open,
and, please God, shall stand open inviting every
Jew in Russia to our shores. We welcome them; we
are grieved at their sufferings; ^e offer them our
liberties and our opportunities."

It might be well to mention that in addition to the

original gift of Baron de Hirsch of $2,400,000, his widow, af­

ter his death in 1896 gave an additional $250,000 to the Fund.

A great deal of unfavorable criticism was borne by

the Baron de Hirach Fund. The main point of criticism was that

1. Joseph, op. cit., p.
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nuoh of the -ney was wasted, a3 fw

project which failed after the expenditure of a large sum?

But we nay close our account of the Buna by stating that once

the enterprise became stabilised, and the Trustees became ac­

customed to handling large sums of money, the project went a-

head and was managed satisfactorily, particularly from the

point of view of agriculture, since the true control passed in-

to the hands of a society devoted to agriculture and nothing

else in 1900.

THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS.

The next organization which shall be dealt with is

another in which agriculture was not the only activity. This

was the Union of American Hebrew Congregations, which, of

course, still exists today. This organization was founded on

July 8, 1873 upon the instigation of Moritz Loth who had been
2.

encouraged by Isaac M. Wise. Although the objects of the

organization, as they appear in its constitution, contain no­

thing of an agricultural nature, nevertheless the group was

very definitely connected with the early history of the Rus­

sian, and emigrating European Jew, in agriculture.
As early as 1873 the head of the Union became inter-^

acted In agriculture as a solution for one of the pressing so­

cial problems of the day. Moritz Loth felt that overcrowded

commercial and mechanical occupations demanded the opening of

1. American Israelite,
2. -Jewish Encyclopedia,

December 7,
Vol. XU,

1893.
p. 344.
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of new fields or labor. He advocated that the Union or Am- .

erican Hebrew Congregations issue an appeal for donations or

land to be used ultimately for ramlug. He stated that the

land must be fertile and not inaoesslble It was to be placed

under the special care of three members of each or the Boards

ot the Cleveland Orphan Asylum, the Mount Sinai Orphan Asylum

of New York, and the Orphan Asylums of Philadelphia, Baltimore,

New Orleans, and San Brancisco. ^These twenty-one men were to

form the board of Governors of the Jewish Farming Laborization

Society which was to form a self-sustaining farming community

to which all orphan children, male and female, were to go af­

ter graduation from the Orphan Asylum in which they had been

housed. This plan was not to apply to those who had the capa­

cities for higher studies, but was mainly for those who show­

ed definitely that they could not go on to a high school or
1.

college.

All the orphans who were not able to find employment

elsewhere were to be sent to the colony where they would be

steadily employed and would have a pro rata share of the pro­

fits that would be derived from the sale of crops. This share

was to be kept in trust by the Board ot Governors for five suc­

cessive years after which time the orphan whose money it was

would be given his earnings. They were then to be used tor

the purchase of land which the orphan himself would own, and

would farm. This plan was proved by Loth, but evidently it

.. . cmnort on the part of the other membersdid not find too much support on r

1. American Israelite> Jane 14, 187
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of the committee. It was forgotten eventually after being

dropped by Loth after a long and enthusiastic explanation and

presentation.]

In the following year, 1879, the Union of American

Hebrew Congregations really started into its agricultural

work with a resolution favoring agricultural activity by the

Jew in the United States. The Committee on Agricultural Pur­

suits which had been appointed only that year made the fol­

lowing report which was unanimously adopted in the form of the

resolution which follows:

"Whereas; In our opinion the true emancipa­
tion of the Jews consists in the greater infusion
of the spirit of manhood and self-dependence which
can best be done by encouraging the large masses
of Israelites dwelling in Eastern and Southern Eur­
ope to become farmers, agriculturists, and mechan­
ics; and

"Whereas: The millions of acres still lying
waste in this country await the toil of the thrifty
and industrious husbandmen and laborers to yield
the untold wealth sleeping in the soil, and to
millions of Jews the independence of the farmer
would be the true redemption from bondage; and

"'Whereas: This country, our brethren all over
the Old World, and society at large would be greatly
benefitted by the enlistment of willing hands and
stout hearts in an enterprise,that would largely
effect the great social question of modern times;
and

"Whereas: Such work could be carried on with
facility in cooperation ’is - societies

Engllsh Deput_
ies, and others; therefore be it

. "Besolyed: That ^^ard ^^elegates^n 0i-
Xru^dKS1«rinto^conslderatlon the feasibility

1. American Israelite, June 14, 1878
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our sisterC?ocietiesfinUEu?oniVefCOOPeration wlth
encouraging agriculture »™^P t for the Purpose ofment in this gJSry Z Juch^t" ^he "ettle"
able to devote theZelJes £ SS 8X6 w*llinS and
West and South. nemselVes to that pursuit in the .

couraging agricultural pursuits amo^ ZZeUt^.

Moritz Ellinger
Emanuel Wertheimer
Lewis Seasongood

Committee"-* ”

At the next meeting of the Union of American Hebrew

Congregations the problems brought up by the report of the Ag­

ricultural Committee were gone into more thoroughly. At that

time Dr. A. Wise made a resolution to the effect that a com­

mittee composed of three men be appointed to inquire into the

merits and status of the organization known at that time as the

Hebrew Colonization Society. He also suggested that some mem­

bers of the society be selected as pioneers in the movement

to colonize in the South and West if they were willing. Dr.

Moses of Mobile, Alabama, stated that he was in opposition to

the scheme for he felt that the only reason that the Jews oc­

cupied any position in the country at that time was because of
their residence in large cities, and that it was folly to try c ?

to meddle with the existing conditions. For that reason he did

not think that the project was a feasible one. He was completely

opposed to diverting the Hebr^s in the United States from com-

1. American Israelite, June 14, 1878,
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merce to agriculture nthor.* other speeches delivered at this meet­
ing in New York brought out th«+.ufont out that.: "Moses of old, 3,000 years
ago, was a „...the rabbis Qf oM &

man who has not a little ground to till is not a man'"; •■The

Council already has too many irons in the tire"; "Deliber­

ations of the Connell were tor the purpose or giving the poor "

man of Israel a farm and a home."

By Dr. Gottheil the Council was advised to "...take

up the scheme with force and energy to keep the poor Jews from.

pauperism." Simon Wold stated that he was ready to lead such

a colony. Many other speeches were also made, the majority

of which were favorable to the establishment of the colony as
la.

proposed by the Committee’s report in the previous meeting.

The report as finally adopted provided for the ac­

comodation of fifty families the funds for whose support were

to be provided for by public and private donation. Provision

was also made for the instruction of rudimentary farming in

the Jewish orphan asylums which may be regarded as an adapta­

tion of the original idea of Moritz Loth. A committee was ap­

pointed into whose hands was put the entire affair. Lands were

to be purchased just as rapidly as the funds could be acquired.

The Union was to cooperate with other societies having colon­

ization schemes in view. Families who took advantage of the

, . sv, the ■nrlvilese of seven years in whichplan were to be given the privilege
• , ThP money that was received from themto pay for their land, me money

1. American Israelite, July 18, 1879.
la.’ Ibid.
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was to be turned once again for the purchase of land which was
to be treated in the same manner so far as payments were con­
cerned.

The next meeting of the Union of American Hebrew Con­

gregations was held in San Francisco on September 26, 1879.

The discussion that had taken place in New York atthe previ­

ous meeting had met with some considerable interest in the West

and there were several land speculators about when the members

of the Union arrived to have their meeting. The members of the

organization who were present in San Francisco went out to the

farm of a Mr. Stone which was situated about two miles from the

city. This was a dairy farm and was offered by the Union as

living proof that the Jews could be successful in agricultural
2.

pursuits.

Stone was quite well-to-do, and had a fine house and

a dairy herd of about 175 cattle which were cared for by four

native Swiss. The farm buildings were new and well-kept.

There was a horse stable for eighteen horses in addition to the

accomodations for the cattle. There was also room for milk wa­

gons, hay lofts, and farm implements in sheds, and outhouses

which were in good repair. A blacksmith’s shop, a well, and

a small gas works completed the equipment that the property

contained. The milk wagons were driven by Stone's sons who

were In excellent health from the effect of their life on the

fam. stone and his family had fomerly lived in San Francis-

1.
2.

American
American

Israelite?
Israelite,

July 18, 1879
September 26, ’1879.



-Ill- 

00, but baa lost all of thelr possesslons in a fiooa_

the generosity of the lew. in Saa Franciaco *

little money with which they atarta4

when the members of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations

saw the farm it was built up to a fine point of prosperity?’

The next meeting of the Union took place in January,

1SS0. At this meeting a committee was appointed and authorized

to solicit land and farming equipment as well as money, with

which the agricultural colonies were to he started. The com­

mittee was also authorized to appoint sub-committees, the idea

being that in the various cities with large Jewish populations

smaller committees could do the work for the central committee

and thus render the efforts of the whole more effective. The

Central Committee consisted of Moritz Ellinger of New ¥ork,

who was the chairman, Lazarus Silverman of Chicago, Simon

Wolf of Washington, D. C., Emanuel Wertheimer of Pittsburg,
2.

and Julius Freiburg of Cincinnati.

At this time donations of land were received from

the Messrs. I. and S. Bernheimer of New York City consisting

of 600 acres of land in Minnesota. The land was accepted on

condition that it be found to be good farming land. It was

located near a railroad on a river. Also at this meeting a

report was made concerning a communication from the President

or the First Hebrew Colonization Association informing the

union of American Hebrew Congregations that about thirty (»- 

1. .American Israelite, September 1
2. January 16,
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Hies were ready and willing t0

“ soon as they could he guaranteed material aid. This group

of thirty families had taxed each member S8.oo per month in

an effort to collect enou^ money to go out to the location

in which they wished to settle. Although the Union of Amer­

ican Hebrew Congregations wrote to the association encouraging

Its members and promising them aid no answer was received to
the letter and the Union was "deeply disappointed".^*

Up to this time the Union had been proceeding on its

own Initiative and entirely without any outside aid. It had

accomplished little,if anything, and its prospects for doing

anything even in the future seemed not too bright. Then, on

the occasion of a trip to Europe made by Emanuel Wertheimer

the Society began to take on an entirely different aspect.

'Wertheimer left for Europe on the twenty-seventh of May, 1880,

and carried with him two important letters which had been gi­

ven to him by the Rev. Dr. Max Lilienthal, one of the Profes­

sors at the Hebrew Union College at the time. One of the let­

ters was an introduction to Professor Isidor Loeb of Paris,

Secretary of the Alliance Israelite Universelie, written in

French and asking for kindness to be shown to Wertheimer. He

also carried letters to Sir loses Monteflore, Bart., Ramsgate,

England. THUS the Union of American Hebrew Congregations began

to take on an international aspect in Its agricultural plan

since It was asking for help and assistance as well as cooper-
2.

ation in these letters.

1. American Israelite,
2. American Israelite*

January 16, 1880
May 28, 1880.
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Both of them are reprinted here because of their im­

portance as documentary evidence of the agricultural activities

of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations.

"Cincinnati, Ohio
May 23, 1880

"Isidore Loeb, Esq.,
Secretary, Alliance Israelite Universelie
Paris, France

Dear Sir:

"The bearer of this letter is the Hon. Emanuel
Wertheimer of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, United
States of America, who is the Chai man of the Com­
mittee on Hebrew Agricultural Pursuits, appointed
by the Executive Board of the Union of American He­
brew Congregations. The said Committee has been
instructed by the Sixth Annual Council of the Union
of American Hebrew Congregations to solicit donat­
ions of land, farming implements and money, and as
soon as they possess a tract of land they will sub­
divide it into farms of 80 acres each for one fam­
ily, who shall have it for a term of seven years
free rental; and after seven years the family will
have the right to buy the land at the price it was
worth when they took possession of the same.. The
money thus received by the Executive Board will be
reinvested in fertile lands and will be given to
other Jewish colonists on the same conditions. The
Israelites of the United States are in favor of the
measure of leading our brethren into agricultural
pursuits, and the opinion prevails that the proposed
monument to Adolph Cremieux should be "The Adolph
Cremieux Hebrew Farming Colony" established in the
United States on a scale worthy of his memory and
the beneficence of the Israelites of Europe. Such
me oeneix most fitting memorial to thexa movement would be a most ted both hemi- >
good man relief from oppres- =
spheres, and brought ^“ersecuted brethren; and

or
norance to the oroau
and education.
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"I respectfully request you to bring before
your Board, and the friends of our poo? bfetSen this
view of a monument for Adolph Cremieux, consisting
not of stone or metal but of a spiritual creation
-----The Adolph Cremieux Hebrew Farming Colony. Such
a monument will outlast storms and the tooth of
time, and would lead our brethren gradually into a
field of permanent prosperity and independence.

"I hope that this measure will meet with fav­
orable consideration and action by the Israelites
of Europe. Their brethren in the United States will
gladly cooperate in this good work by the selection
of lands advantageously located, and by giving the
colonists every aid that their experience and broth­
erly love will dictate.

"Our distinguished representative will deliver
to you for the Archives of the Alliance Israelite
Universelle, a volume containing the reports of the
six Annual Councils of the Union of American Hebrew
Congregations which I trust will be acceptable.

"Any courtesies or kindnesses extended to the
Hon. Emanuel Wertheimer will be highly appreciated
and gladly reciprocated by

Yours truly,

M. Loth

President of the Union of American Hebrew-^
Congregat ions."

The second letter that Wertheimer carried is also of

interest since it was addressed to a well-known personality in

England, a philanthropist and a scholar.
"Cincinnati, Ohio
May 23, 1880

"Sir Moses Montefiore, Bart.,
.Ramsgate, England

Honored Sir: 

1. American Israelite, May 28, 18
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libertv^’of Of+deep reverence I take the
Wertheimer X ??+?X£S t? you the Hon- Em^ue!
States of Pennsylvania, United
five a, who is a member of the Execu-

Board of the Union of American Hebrew Congre­
gations ,. and the Chairman of the Committee on He­
brew Agricultural Pursuits appointed by the Board
by instruction of the Sixth Annual Council
of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations. The
said committee is.authorized to solicit donations
of land, farming implements, and money, and to ad­
opt a practical plan by which our brethren may be
led successfully into agricultural pursuits.

"By this act the Union of American Hebrew Con­
gregations has plainly manifested its policy to
work in unison for the spiritual welfare and the
promotion of general education among the children
of Israel, and also to extend its aid in promoting
their general and material prosperity.

"The news that reaches our peaceful shores of
the persecutions that our brethren are subjected

to in Russia, in Roumania, and in the Orient causes
deep regret and heartfelt sympathy by the Israelites
of the United States, and the opinion is general
that the Alliance Israelite Universelle, in conjunc­
tion with the Union of American Hebrew Congregations
should adopt a general plan for permanent relief to
the Israelites of those countries, and raise a fund
of ill 000 000 , and create therewith a monument to
the late Adolph Cremieux, namely the"Adolph Cremieux
Hebrew Farming Colony", to be established in the 
United States, which is indeed a land where milk and
honey flow to all those who work and conduct them­
selves worthy of men.
can be°?tSa11proSaeartha? th^HghfSeu o^the^

tabe the
anthropic measure “J exoel m the large-
2SS ?hl and ?he promptnesa with *loh  they

contribute their share.
"This ^sStfk “^s^gXrS^iess, in

ful of the WPiest advocates and the most
its infancy“°S^se enthusiasm inspires and se-
consummate leaaei s
cures success.
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"I appeal to you, noble sir, who for three-
quarters of a century have been the foremost lead­
er in Israel, to mitigate the sufferings of our
poor brethren, to give the movement of leading
our brethren into agricultural pursuits on a large
scale your powerful influence and aid.

"Our distinguished representative will pre­
sent to you, as a token of great esteem and rever­
ence, a volume containing the reports of the six
annual Councils held by the Union of American He­
brew Congregations which gives a history of its
organization and growth.

s 5^“”
Yours truly,

M. Loth
President of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations."1

At the next meeting of the Committee on Agricultural

Pursuits of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations the fol­

lowing resolution was introduced by Mr. Silverman:

"Resolved: That every congregation in the
country appoint three members to act as a commi-
tee to solicit land, implements, and donations
of money."* 2.

Also at this meeting it was agreed by the members of the commit

tee that it would take at least ^500 per family, not including

"the cost of land to bring things into a decent working order

for the particular colony that was beigg settled. Each family

was to have 60 acres of land (the original plan had called for

80) along with ten acres of timber land. The committee did

not stop to think what would be done in a section where there

was no timber to be had, such as the farm land on the Great

1. American Israelite, S^ry^ieS!
2* American Israelite, ^eDr J
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Plains. The land, was to he rent -p
e rent free for seven years after

which time the colonists were to bi,v tho v „were to buy the land from the Union
for three dollars an acre and were to return to the organisa­

tion any money that had been advanced for settlement on the

land, loth also reported at this meeting that the Grand Lodge

of the B'nai B'rith had moved to Join with the Union of Amer-

ican Hebrew Congregations in their land settlement project and

that they would cooperate with them to the full extent of

their power, and also would do all to help them procure money

and donations of land as well as to interest proper people in

the project.

In the issue of the American Israelite for December

2, 1881 an appeal appeared to the Jews of the United States 

to subscribe to the one million dollars worth of stock that

was being issued by the Union of American Hebrew Congregations,

and which money, as subscribed by the buyers of the stock

would be used to settle colonists on western Lands. The pos­

sibilities for agriculture and labor in the United States were

held to be almost unlimited by the American Israelite, and were

stated to surpass by far anything that Palestine could ever

have to offer the Jews. There was all the room needed tor

farmers and laborers, according to the Israelite, but no room

tor beggars, hucksters, peddlers, haberdashers, end hardly any

for professional men.

In 1882 the Union had

Plan into effect because of the 

not yet been able to put its

wave of Russian immigration

1. American Israelite, February 4,
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Whlob took all the funds which could possibly be ra' a

cording to the Union's apathetic spokesnan, the

raellte. In an article appearing on August 4, le8^~ ~

erlcan Israelite stated that the Russian refugee was a to

order settler. This statement was made despite all that had

been said about the refugee desiring to go into other fields

then agriculture, and not being desirous of working at manual

labor. The following plan was propsed by the newspaper.

The Russian refugees were held to be martyrs because

they could have avoided all their difficulties had they been

willing to give up their faith and join the church. But they

had refused to do that and left their country. The paper held

that all martyrs are sensitive and must be treated carefully

so as not to harm them further. The belief was expressed that

refugees should not be sent out in groups of less than ten to

colonize because they required the opportunity to practice

the rites of their religion to which they were attached. Each

settlement had to be supplied with a Torah, shofar, and rabbi,

for otherwise the settlers could not possibly be made happy,

according to the Israelite. The point was stressed that these

were not ordinary people who were being dealt with but men and

women who were looking ahead to the future, and who would not

he satisfied with a mere pittance on which to live. Care was

therefore to be exercised to make sure that the Russian

who were going to settle in the colonies that were to

l^hed by the Union of American Hebrew Congregations would be

Siven the opportunity to look ahead and see a bright future be­
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fore then beyond a mere subsistence.

would give then no pleasure and they would be as unhappy as

they were in Hussla before the pogroms drove then out. At

this early period the Israelite was in favor of coddling and

nursing to a great degree, (its attitude changed when it saw

that the poor Russian martyrs whom it was so carefully trying

- fo nurture stood a good chance to lose much of the money it

had invested. In taking back all of the possessions that the

colonists had been given when they settled on the land, the

Union of American Hebrew Congregations completely forgot about

being careful with these martyrs it was so worried about at one

time. Large tracts of land were to be given to the refugees

whether they could farm it all or not. The reason given for 

that plan was the idea that when the Russians had a chance to

feel that they were the sole owners of such a large amount of

land the pride that they would feel in their new homes would

make them work all the harder, and cause their success in the

new country which in no other way would have been possible.

The important point of careful selection of land arid

climate was also brought out at this time. Although the Union

seemed to recognize the true importance of having fertile soil

tor the colonists to work with, and to have a climate that made

tor a long and frost-free growing season, it did not seem to

recognize the necessity for markets. It would have planted

isolated colonies all over the United States with no attempt

American Israelite? August 4, 1882.
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at strategic location if its will woula

Beautiful visions were being dreamed and it was unfortunate '

tbat they could not possibly come lnto being. The

were to be run cooperatively at first, with the entire group

of colonists dwelling in one unit and deriving security and

help from the proximity of each other. This would out down ex-

penses and enable farmers to share such important and costly

necessities as horses and other stock, and expensive harvesting

units. The colonists were to be made to understand that every­

thing they were given was but lent to them, and that they were

responsible for the return of everything to the society that

placed them on the land.

The article in the Israelite closes with an appeal

for funds with which to start the colonies that had only been

prospects for such a long time. The paper promised rapid and

successful growth and assured any investors who wished to put

their money in the stock issued by the Union of American Hebrew

Congregations that the investment could not possibly go wrong.

Not only were they putting their money to a charitable cause,

but they were assuring themsleves of a handsome return. Vaguely

reminiscent of the colonization efforts in the post-Revolution­

ary period of Mr. Robinson and Mr. Noah were the alluring prom­

ises of the Israelite speaking for the Union of American Hebrew

Congregations.
In late August of 1882 the Executive Board of the Vn-

ion issued an appeal to the members of the various congregations 

American Israelite, August, 4, 1882.
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of tbe United States to enrol! every Jew ?

pledge at least one dollar a year meh was to he used

for the colonization of the refugees.

towards the solution^^^roble^the^m SttP

eric an Hebrew Congregations Israel^i^indebSd
for the practical answer of howto raise fut*
for this purpose is his. Two of the best S
largest congregations of the United States hive
already responded. Bene Yeshurun of Cincinnati
was preceded by Ada th Israel of Louis villi
The Hebrew Congregation of Indianapolis has also
acted favorably and has appointed a committee
of influential men to canvass the city."1*

In addition to the colony the Union was in favor of

founding an agricultural college to be run in conjunction with

it. A plan was formulated and its practicability supposedly

assured. Unfortunately the people of the various Jewish congre­

gations scattered throughout the United States did not respond 

to the plan of this organization as readily as it was supposed 

that they did. After three years of getting things ready it

was found that nothing had been accomplished despite all the

talk that went on. The Union determined that something should
x 2*
be done at once.

Despite the claims of the America^ Israelite, and the

names of those prominent men who were associated with the Union

American Hebrew Congregations, this organization was probably

tbe most impotent of all of those connected with early agricul

‘Wai development. So much appeared in print about the society 

1.
2.

American Israelite, September 22 1882.
American Israelite, December 22,
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tnat the uninitiated reader might suspect it as h •
as being the chief

force tehrna the American colonization movement of the Russian

Jew. Such was not the case. We have given so much space to

the activities of the Union ot American Hebrew Congregations

because of the featuring by the American Israelite or almost

everything that the body did. The Israelite obviously preferred

this organization to all others and worked for the group almost

exclusively, //e shall best be able to determine the actual

value of the society through its achievements with relation to

the colony which it planted in the West.

THE HEBREW UNION AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY.

The American Israelite devotes a great deal of space

also to the work of the Hebrew Union Agricultural Society, which

group was also known as the "Maccabees". It was originally

formed under that nams, but changed, because of lack of under-
1.

standing and misinterpretation of "Maccabee". The Constitution

of this society follows:
"For centuries have the Israelites been.Jeprived

agricultural pursuits the organic laws of-^J
that purpose adopt the following as we orgunx
our organization:

"Section 1. The name of this sM11
be the Hebrew Union Agricultural Society.

"Section 2. .Every p®£son^ver In^shall^ecome
age shall be eligible to mem paying $1.00 annual-
a member on signing the ron

American Israelite, November 17» 188
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organization shall be com-

Any number of Israelites may or- 

"Section 6.

"Section 5.
ganize a section.

"Section 4.
posed.of sections
trol.

"Section 8. Every section not numbering less
than fifty members shall have the right to choose
one of their members as a Representative,

"Section 9. Sections may make laws in further­
ance of the object of the Association which shall
affect the Section making them alone.

"Section 10, Supervisors shall collect sub­
scriptions, and promptly remit the same to the
Central Board, and perform such other duties as
may be designed by the law of their Section or the
Central Board.

The c"---- ’ - - • • ----- ouaii oe com-
and of acentral Board of Con-

"Section 11. Representatives of a State or
Territory may meet when and where a majority may
determine, and may make general laws affecting the
Sections in their respective States or Territories.

"Section 12. Representative of a State or
Territory may choose one of their own number to a
seat in^he Central Board. Such choice must be
made by the vote of at least twelve fepr© state

ly, which amount qhaii „
the Central Board of Control?^17 remitted to

"Section 3.

,, - — -• A section shall consist of those
enrolled as members in one city, town, or locality.

"Section 7. In each town, city, or locality
where a section is organized those forming the sec­
tion shall have the right to choose one of their
own number as a Supervisor. Y/hen none such is cho­
sen by a Section it shall be the duty of the Cent­
ral Board to appoint one.

shall be enrolled ase^iifpS™nm?ayillg ^OO.OOC
shall be recorded in a book “me
which shall be kept in the membershipral Board. P ^^ives of the Cent-
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"Section 13.

of the nine°SembersTnowCchosS as^p^isi®011?18*
Executive Council, and also onp J®i?nal
each State and Territorv whJ? oi ~ JLf3??tatlv® _from

votes of the several Representn+i-H.out in writing to the Secretary o?e?H!ha11 be sent
Board, who shall declare when th f-the Cen'fcral
looted to a seat in

be numbered by”the cS^Boa?” of Contra? !ha11
secutively as soon as organized? ontro1 con-

, n"?eCtJOn .The Central Board of Control
shall he charged with the duty of doine
f^ilies5!^6*̂ 111!3?8 t0 assistinS indigent Jewish
families in agricultural pursuits; it shall have
supervision over the affairs of the Association-
it may maxe all necessary laws and regulations to
parry out the intended object; it shall have charge
of and be the custodian of all the moneys and prop­
erty of the Association; it may employ superin­
tendents, or other agents or persons, as it may deem
proper, and it shall have full power to do all things
necessary to carry out the objects of the Association;
it shall decide all questions or disputes between the’
Sections, Supervisors, or Representatives.

"Section 16. The seat of the Central Board of
Control shall be in the City of Cincinnati, State of
Ohio.

"Section 17. This Constitution, or any part
thereof may be amended, repealed, or new additions
made thereto, at a meeting of the Board of Control
as now existing, if moved in writing at one meeting
and passed by two-thirds of the Board at a subse­
quent meeting. After the election of ten Represent­
atives to the Board of Control, then it may be
changed at a regular meeting to which all Represent­
atives fnrming part of the Board of Control shall
be notified to attend, by a^ajority vote of those
present at such a meeting."

This society, contemporary with the Union of American

Hebrew Congregations, was more active than the latter group
—-— ____________

-1, American Israelite, November 17, 1882.
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whose activities were also largely centered in the same section

of the country. In 1882.the Hebrew Union Agricultural Society

was able to point with some pride to the existence of colonies

in Cotopaxi, Colorado, at Painted Woods, North Dakota, and at

Mason, North Dakota, in whose founding it participated. These

colonies will be dealt with at length in the historical sketches

of the colonies of the Russian Immigration period. But the

society working alone had found very little support, relative­

ly, for its efforts. It called upon the Jewish communities

through the medium of the American Israelite to come to its

aid so that more colonies could be planted, and so that more

necessary help could be given to those persons already on the
1.

land.

The following quotation from the American Israelite

is typical of their pleas:

"The rabbis of the United States will do
honor to themselves and to the positions which
they occupy by advocating with all their power
a hearty and unanimous support of the Hebrew
Uniojj Agricultural Society. The association is
no local affair. Originating in Cincinnati,
the Provisional Board is ready to resign the
control into the hands of. the people at large
as soon as they will choose their representatives.
The sum asked from each, one dollar, is so small
that it becomes insignificant when the incalcu­
lable good of the society, if successful, is ta­
ken into consideration. On behalf of the society
we appeal earnestly to the pulpit and press for
"the aid of their influence."2.

THE RUSSIAN MIGRANT AID SOCIETY.

i* * Meric an Israelite,
• Meric an Israelite,

December 1,
November 17,

1882.
1882.
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his t1M there.existea a Sooiety

tne Russian PMgrant Aid Society. Thla

purposes to those of the Union of American Hebrew Congrega­

tions was entirely independent of that larger organisation.
Its object was to settle Russian Inmigrants on agricultural

land. Its President, J. Starwood Menken, was a widely known

and highly respected, personality who possessed considerable

influence on this period of colonization. The Society did

not propose to take away from the Union any of its obliga­

tions or provinces of work. It felt that there was plenty of

work for itself and for all other organizations. This group

was of the opinion that it did not matter how many organiza­

tions and colonizations societies there were in the United

States for they were all working for the same ends even if

they were using different means of achieving them.

When the first group of Russian Emigrants arrived,

the Jews of this country were without any method of dealing

with them effectively and efficiently.

THE HEBREW EMIGRANT AID SOCIETY.

This society was probably the most effective in the

immediate relief of the Russian Jew. It was formed in 1881

as a means of solving the emergency of dealing wi

numbers of people hastily coming into the country. The PreS

ident of the Society at the time of its organization was Henry

Henry who enjoyed a distinguished position in
. . „ stated in

Jewish life. The purpose of the organize 
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articles of its incorporation were in part—

"...to afford aid and ad vies tn in­
Hebrew, faith coming to the United StatesSf?Lthe
countries where they have suffered by rZafon of
oppressive laws or hostile populace to
aid and advice to emigrants desiring the helS
of the Society m settling in the United sSL*
□n lands of the Society o? othe^lse?" 1?

Because many of the families who came to the Hebrew

Emigrant Aid Society were desirous of settling on land as farm­

ers a colony was started by this society at Cotopaxi, Colorado c

where the Hebrew Union Agricultural Society was also active.

The situation there will be dealt with in more detail in fol­

lowing pages. An illuminating letter from Henry S. Henry,

President of the Hebrew emigrant Aid Society to Joseph Abra­

ham, Corresponding Secretary of the Union of American Hebrew

Congregations, reveals a great deal of the -work done by the

Society and the problems that were faced by this group. Con­

ditions in New York with which the organization had to contend

are pictured graphically and realistically in the letter that

follows.
"June, 1882

"Joseph Abraham, Corresponding Sec’y.,
Union of American Hebrew Congregations,
Cincinnati, Ohio

Dear Sir:
"I have received the letter ^^sedjo^

under date 21st ins?’’,rT; Kansas selected by
twenty fFl*lies °nhag the Expense of which (you
your society, one-half tne entire charge)
estimate at §3,000 to ^,0 you probably have
you ask our society to oeai.

American Jewish Yearbook, 5673, PP» 56
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no idea of the present conditions of -uin New York. We are reeding a? pr^enV^nn.n8”
pie, and our expenses foot up over 2S2 non’?°° ?eo“
for that item, transportation, clothiA°0°6t!r day
Our resources are taxed to the uttermost to meet
this outlay and we cannot talk colonization in
any shape. We have gone to work to raise monev
and expect §75,000 from our people here inside of
two weeks but at our present rate of expenditure
this will not last six weeks, and I do not see how
it can be much diminished in view of what we learn
from the other side-----the emigration of thousands
to our shores, when we have cabled positively to
stop altogether... .Outside of New York.. .we receive
no assistance whatever, and you will probably find
when too late that every city of the United States
will be swarming with these people because Hebrews
everywhere do rot put their shoulders to the wheel
to distribute the burden and to help properly to
combine to place these refugees in some self-sup­
porting way... .Cincinnati should raise from £30,000
to (£40,000 and be prepared to place 250 to 300 emi­
grants a month, organizing an employment agency and
having a shelter somewhere under proper superintend­
ence, where they could be fed for about 20# a day
pending future settlement. New York would contri­
bute £10.00 per head (adults) for this purpose, but
to expend now £2,000 to £3,000 for twenty families
while such burdens are looking to us for their dai­
ly bread is out of the question...."

Yours truly,

Henry S. Henry,

President, The Hebrew Emigrant Aid Society of the United
States. !•

„ And so the planning and hopes for cooperation between
Hebrewi'he/Union Agricultural Society and the Hebrew Emigrant Aid So­

ciety never did materialize.

1* ^Serican Israelite, June 30, 1882.
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„s another organization of this period, worhing for the ben

efit of the refugee ana having a good deal „f trouble wlth

Its economic arrangements and its efficiency in operation ana

control of what refugees it was able to place on farms.

The Society su organized on October 28, 1888 when

a committee was folmed by Habbi A. H. Levy to help poor Jews

locate on fams. At first the organization haa no permanent

funds with which to work. It received money from its friends

and supporters whenever a sitaution arose which required im­

mediate action. By this type of haphazard raising and spending

of funds it was able to do quite a bit of good. The Society

located a fair number of refugees on farms in the Middle West

and in the Dakotas, spending about $35,000 in doing so. In

1901 the Society had sixty-seven membersand a cash fund of

$4,700 which was raised by selling"certificates of credit".

Between 1900 and 1904 it received $30,703.15 from the Jewish

Agricultural and Industrial Aid Society of New York which took

over some 63 mortgages in order to provide the Society in Chi-

cagp with sufficient funds to keep on operating. By 1908 the

membership of the Society had increased to 413 people who pur­

chased $47,215 worth of the "credit certificates which

Society had on sale. From 1886 ‘o 1912 We Society claimed

credit for having aided 400 Jewish families to settle on farms

Which were chiefly government homesteads located m horth
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tota. The Society was finally absorbed by the oh,
. .y cne Chicago office

Of the Jewish Agricultural and Industrial Aid Society

The constitution of this Society follows:

and object.

“nJ?? ®,oei?ty is=

"Article 1. i\ame

Jewish Agriculturists• ^ia^ociet^of6^110^11 as the
o7?liInoise:dqUarterS “ “e St?* 11

en?our|8e1Sd2hd±jX5hepeoplet?oSeXiktas1agrr’

• ^io^^rciSa^section °f tus - ‘S *-

"Article 2. Membership.

. °eption 1. Any individual, or any organization
paying the sum of .#3.00, or more, annually, to this So­
ciety, shall be a member of the organization.

"Article 3. Meetings.

Section 1. There shall be a General meeting of
this society biennially, held in the city of Chicago
during the month of January. The day of such meeting
to be fixed upon by the Directors of the said Society.

Section 2. Special meetings of the Society may
be held at the call of the directors, or at the re­
quest of ten members of the Society.

Section 3. At the General meeting of the Society
there shall be elected by ballot, eleven Directors to
serve for the term of two years, or until their suc-
sessors shall have been elected and qualified.

"Article 4. Officers.
Section 1. The Board of Directors shall elect

from their number the following numbers: President;
Vice-president; Secretary; Treasurer; and such
other officers as may from time to time be necessary
for the transaction of the Society’s business.

Section 2. The Board of Directors shall meet at
such time and place as may be fixed upon by the Boar
or by the officers of the Society.

"Article 5. Quorum.
Section 1. The Board ot Directors and ten members

Levine, op. cit., pp. 114-115.
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"Article 7.

"Article 6.

Section 1.
the power to fill
unexpjired terms.

of the Society shall constitute a ™
transaction of business at the mL^orum f°r the
Society; and five members of the of the
stitute a quorum for the tranJS^ sha11 con-
at the Directors’ meeti^gsf Uon of business

Vacancies.

S S2.K.“K™,S:f
Amendments.

Set .

The Jewish Agriculturists' Ala Society was Interested

in raising a permanent fund for its use in aid to the refu­

gees largely because of the unreliability of the methods it

had to employ to get money to expend. It ©stimated that a

fund of ?100,000 would enable it to settle annually b-etween

forty and fifty families. In each case it was figured that the

money would eventually come back to the Society so that the

fund would remain constant and would continually revolve. As 

security for the money that would be loaned to each farmer the 

land that was purchased with the funds <5f the Society would be
2.

acceptable.

In 1901, continuing the argument that it had advanced 

the year before, the Society explained that although it had

loaned out about $35,000, it had no money of its own on hand

with which to settle prospective colonists. This was due to

the money’s being advanced as fast as it .came in with

J; Jewish Agriculturists Aid Society report 1900,
PP. 3-4. Hereafter this Society will be ret erre
botes simply with its initials-J.A.A.S.

’ J.A.A.S. Report, 1900, p. 17.

Chicago;
to in foot-
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ing kept as a permanent fund. T’

pie with philanthropic intentions and r

coming increasingly more difficult sine,

people did not increase. Also,

The work Of looklng

--------- 1 capabilities was be-

— —-ce the supply of such

after a person has once given
MMy to the Society he was not likely to want to contribute

again for sone tine. Therefore the Society decided on the

following plan.

A "Loan Fund" established by the organization its­

elf was to be formed. The fund was to be made possible by

offering "Certificates of Credit" issued by the Society in

denominations of ^10.00 and upwards. These certificates were

to be redeemable after a period of ten years and would bear

interest at the rate of 3$. The money that was derived from

the scheme was to be used for no other purpose save that of

making loans to Jewish farmers who had left the cities and

were trying to establish themselves as farmers. The oper­

ating expenses of the Society itself were to be paid for by

the Associated Jewish Charities of Chicago, and by members

of the Jewish Agriculturists' Aid Society. They would donate

money particularly earmarked for that purpose.

In 1902 the work of the Society was broadened in

tcope through the help of the Baron de Hlrsoh Fund. The Fund

helped the Society to the extent of taking over some mort­

ises amounting to about $5,500. It also made loans of nearly

^.000 to the farmers connected with the Jewish Agriculturists’

Ala Society. During that year only $6,295 worth of the

j.A.A.S. Report, 1901, p. 30.



-133-

certlficates were sola which was not regarded as being very

successful•

in 1903 the Society was able to report little more

‘»® it did the previous year. It still had not been able to

get together any large sums of money ana was aepenaent on aia

from other organizations for its philanthropic work to a large

degree. Nevertheless the Society was quite enthusiastic over

its success in transforming the Russian emigrants into healthy

individuals who were no longer cringing and afraid as they had

been when they first landed in the country. Mention is also

made in the Society’s report for 1903 of the pleasant relat­

ions between itself and the Jewish Agricultural and Industrial
2.

Aid Society with which group joint meetings had been held.

All through the reports of the Society run a note

of conviction in the excellence of farm work for the emigrant

Jew. The organization believed in farming as a means to build

the Jot up physically, and to make him the equal of the Gen-
3 •

tile in his ability for farm work.

Although the Jewish Agriculturists’ Aid Society

would have had the general public believe otherwise it was a

distinctly local organization. It was composed almost exclu­

sively of Chicagoans, and supported by them for the most part.

m 190? it made a final attempt to achieve national recogni­

tion and support. Falling that, the next best thing that it

°ould do was to affiliate with a Society which already had

J.A.A.S., Report, 1902, pp. 5-7.
i’A.A.S., Report, 1903, pp. I'8-
J.A.A.S., Report, 1906, p. 38.
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a position in the country. Upon the affiliation of the

Wish Agriculturists' Aid Society with the Jewish Agri­

cultural end industrial Aid Society the fomer w absorbed

Into the latter's organization as a branch office.1’

THE JEWISH ALLIANCE OF AMERICA.

Another early colonization association was the

Jewish Alliance of America. This was an organization com­

posed of Russian Jews who lived in Philadelphia. Its pur­

pose was to alleviate the condition of the Russian Refugee

and to give him protection, education, and assistance. This

organization was also in favor of giving the refugees the

opportunity to leave large cities and to settle on farms and-/
2. J

in farm colonies.

This society was criticized by the American Israel­

ite because of the high-sounding name which it adopted. The

paper felt that the name made the society look as though it

was a representative of all of American Jewry. The organi­

zation was of short duration and accomplished nothing of note.

It did some good in doing a certain amount of relief work among

the Russian refugees in Philadelphia.

THE. JEWISH COLONIZATION ASSOCIATION.

The Jewish Colonization Association, while of gr

‘Wfioance throughout the world will not be treated with any

—■
?*  ^•■^•A.S. Report, 1907• . iqqo

American Israelite, September 4, 1890.
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detail in this paper. Pounded by Baron de Hlrech its f
forts were largely to direct the Jews mtn agrleuituJZ’

fields, but not in the United states. It worked mainly

Palestine and in^he Argentine where it was supported by the

Hirsch millions.

THE JEVISH AGRICULTURAL AND INDUSTRIAL AID SOCIETY.

It is perhaps significant to rote that of all the

societies considered above not one is still in existence to­

day. They all have completely passed from the Jewish agri­

cultural scene and have left all of their work in the hands

of the most important organization dealing with the Jewish

refugee in agriculture. This society is the Jewish Agricul­

tural and Industrial Aid Society which changed its name to

the Jewish Agricultural Society in 1922.

This organization is still in existence today,

strong and influential in the modern American-Jewish farm

situation. Its importance and the wealth of material that

is available concerning it requires that it be divided into

two distinct parts. Thus we shall treat of the Society from

^ts formation in 1900 through 1913 in this section of the

PaPer, leaving the completion of the history of the organ­

ization to date for the section dealing with the Modern per

iod> or Recent period of the American Jew in agriculture.

"■—___________________
1’ ^Sgrican Israelite, November 19, 1896.
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When the Baron ae Hlreoh Puna haa been TOnnlng for

several yearn its Trustees saw that they haa entirely too nueh

O„ their hanas. The aotivltles or the Bund were spreading m

all directions. They were embracing industrial as well as

agricultural problems, educational problems too were dealt

with by the Fund. The Baron de Hirsch Fund wisely admitted

its inadequacies. It showed unselfishness in being willing to-

share with others any glory or credit that might come from

a successful administration of the refugee problem. In order

to separate agricultural activities from the Fund it super­

vised the formation of a new society. This organization was

to concern itself with agricultural matters exclusively, and

was called the Jewish Agricultural and Industrial Aid Society

of New York.
The Society was formed and incorporated on February^

19, 1900 with the following officers: Julius Goldman,. Presi­

dent; Morris Loeb, Vice-President; Sigmund Neustadt, Treas­

urer; and Eugene S. Benjamin, Secretary. Immediately upon its

formation all matters pertaining to agriculture formerly ad­

ministered by the Baron de Hirsch Fund were turned over to it.

It was supported by the Baron de Hirsch Fund and by the Jewish

Colonization Association. The objects of the new society as

Wn from the articles of incorporation, follow:
"1. The encouragement and direction^_of agi^^

ture among the Jews, residents Galicia; the
principally immigrants from Rus lling in crowded
removal of all such persons frcindustrial dis­
sections of cities to ^icultuary support.
tricts, and provision for their y
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"2. The grant of loans to m %
and tradesmen, to enable them to !!nics’ artisans
ings and accumulate savings for th! !re lar8er earn-
homes m suburban, agricultural and ?^1Sltion of
tricts. ’ nQ industrial dis­

and making

”3. The removal of induqt-ni -
tenements, or shops in crowded sect-i!!™ parsUed in
by aiding manufacturers to transfer tSi? ghe 01tie8
businesses to agricultural ma tatastrlaf ST-a?d
where their employees may continue tn^ii dlstricts
individual homes. V continue to labor and acquire

"4 The encouragement of cooperative creameries
and factories, and of storage houses for the cSnS
and preserving of fruit and vegetables end mating

From these objects it may be seen that the purposes

of the Society were not purely agricultural at first, and that

it was only later, with the dropping of some of the extra-agri­

cultural activities that the society became what it constitutes 

today.

At the outset the future of the Jewish Agricultural 

and Industrial Aid Society was bright. It was adequately sup­

ported from its inception by the Jewish Colonization Associa­

tion. This organization agreed to contribute §80,000 annually

f°r a period of ten years during which time the Baron de I

Hirsch Fund was to contribute §30,000 per year. It should

be understood that the Baron de Hirsch Fund practically sup­

ported the Jewish Colonization Association and thus in reality.

Was bearing the burden of the new society itself.

During the first year of the Society much time was

sPeht in carefully trying to det emine methods that would

_______
2*  ^erican Jewish Yearbook, 5673, PP» 68 72’

’ doseph, op, cit., p. I29*
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serve the purpose best. Agricultural actin ties of the So

clety were somewhat limited until the organisation

worldng order. During the first year loans atnuntlng to about

J14.000 were made, mainly to the residents of the South Jer­
sey colonies.,, /'

The fundamental activity of the Society was from

the first lending money. Loans were to be granted to those

Who wished to locate as farmers and to those on farms already

who needed aid to continue their work. The loans were to be

used for the purchase of equipment for the faim when necessary

or for the farm itself when the settler was one just commen­

cing his agricultural career. The loans were usually made at

4$ interest with the principal repayable in easy installments.

It was attempted not to press the borrower for the return of 

the money until it became apparent that there was something

radically wrong with the type of farming that he was carrying

on which would keep him from ever making a success of farming.

A policy of the Society also was not to loan money unless

it was impossible for the farmer to get it elsewhere. Most of

its loans , therefore, were second and third mortgages, going

°n up as high as seventh mortgages when necessary. Chattel

-ortgages were also taken as security. Loans were made up to

,5% of the value of the farm property and frequently were made

a»0’e the value of the farm. fit will thus be understood how

‘b. principal of the association was depleted during the course

Of time for Investments such as it was making In

Serty obviously were not going to prosper
of the loans were not »de so much to set the farmer on 
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nls feet, tut were granted in order to keep the ->

laBd. This was the practice during tines of stress when if

M were to leave his land nothing tetter would be open to him ?

The most difficult part of the Societye work was

the selection and location of the new farmer upon a fam

suitable to his particular abilities and past experience if

there had been any. The Society cooperated with the new fann­

er in every possible way to settle him satisfactorily, stock

was selected and purchased under the supervision of the So­

ciety. Implements were bought and their use explained. Work

plans were made for the farmer and valuable assistance was

rendered to him in many other ways.

The main part of the early work of the Jewish Agri­

cultural and Industrial Aid Society was the care and support

of the South Jersey colonies which were settled by the or­

ganization. Their work in this enterprise will best be seen

in connection with the history of the colonies themselves.

At one time the Society had thought of combining

with the Jewish Agriculturists’ Aid Society of Chicago. It

had encouraged that organization to think thatit would be aid

by the New York organization. Its plans were changed along

‘base lines wheh it found that the Chicago Society had keen

“tlfely too enthusiastic in its reports about a certain colony

•Meh it hal founded. These reports, which were made by

superintendent who was more Interested In putting up a good

tr-t than in accomplishing his duties showed things that eh- 
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pWtloally did not exist. lt was Mpcrtea

he very easily tilled, that It was readily attainable under

the Homestead Laws, and that the maximum amount of money that

would be required to settle a family would be §600. ’ Aooor-

ding to the Jewish Agriculturists! Aid Society the fam would

be able to support itself during the first year and from that

point on would be able to show a profit.

In answer to the appeal for help made by the Chi­

cago society money was advanced and mortgages were taken up

as mentioned previously. After the money had gone to Chicago

an investigator was sent out by the New York Society to find 

out more definite information than was available to them from

the Chicago group. The situation that the investigator found 

differed entirely from that which had been described by the

Chicago organization. Very few

a foothold in the land. Almost

debt to the local merchants who
2.

their settlement on the land.

The Nev/ York Society <

family could not be settled in 1 

farmers had been able to get

all of them were heavily in

had carried them along since

3ame to the conclusion that a

she Northwest for under $1,000,

and stated:
"When it is remembered that ^as^chasedm

would suffice to settle a family fairly ascer-
farm whose fertility has, already cll_
tained, which is not subject JgSsible to our m-
matic risks of the Dakotas ® is w advantage
spector, it will be seen that there^ people.^.
in seeking sjicii remote plac

Report. 1903,
Jp feish Agricultural, and T5fMstials-J.A.I.-d-.S
p. IOT137 From thlFpomt on ret erre
s i£id.3* w.
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Tte Jewish Agriculturist Ala Sooiety was

rled by the organization in New York that no assistance would

be available for farmers sent out after 1903 . It was s

gested. by the Jewish Agricultural and Industrial Aid Society

that colonization in the area be stopped.

By 1906 the Society had been brought into contact

with 1,627 farmers and their families, numbering 8,709 peo­

ple. Under cultivation at this time was 145,314 acres of

land which were valued at the time of their purchase at

$2,716,649. There were also chattels valued at $639,780.

Continuing efficiently through the years of its

early history the Jewish Agricultural and Industrial Aid So­

ciety met many problems and

manner. When one considers

lan. with which it was faced

dealt with them in a satisfactory

the scope and breadth of the prob-

the conclusion can be reached that 

excellent work was done by the society. To give some idea 

of the problems that faced the organization with new refugees 

coming into the country we have only to quote from a letter 

written by a colony of Jewish farmers in Russia, bearing the

date of May 17, 1909, and certified to be true by the Superin

tendent of the village in question.
"We, the people of the CoJon^^®CSownatheh’

province of Kiev, Russia, beg to make of
following: in 1850 a grant of lana
220 Deciatins (about 533 a®?"®3) ., .|s making it
At that time we were 27 small f Thege 27 famil-
about eight Deciatins per family. souls. Not
les have grown to be 92 comprising 

2*  ^A.I.a.S. Report, 1903, pp. 10-13.
J’A.I.A.S. Report, 1906, P- 5«
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only have we not enouSh land to maintain us,
and on which to keep our livestock, Put we
get little out of the land we have, "because
we are constantly harassed by our Gentile
neighbors and ourposition has become intoler­
able. In 1905 our neighbors destroyed our crops
and caused us much damage and since then we have
been unable to get on our feet.

"We, the colonists, therefore appeal to
the American Societies interested in coloni­
zation and have appointed two delegates with full
power to find a tract of land which could be
bought for us. We are able to pay part of the
purchase price and the balance we should like to
pay in annual installments. We must reserve some
money to erect buildings, and for the necessary
equipment. We therefore ask you to give heed to
our appeals and to rescue us from our deplorable
condition in Europe."1,

Although this problem was supposed to be taken up by 

the Society apparently they did not have the necessary funds

to aid this group of Jews. At any rate no mention of the farm­

ers is made in any subsequent report of the Jewish Agricultur­

al and Industrial Aid Society.

By 1911 the Society estimated that there were

30,000 Jews scattered throughout forty states dependent on ag-
2.

ri culture for their livelihood.
By 1913 the Society was running as smoothly as could

be expected. It was an effJient organization which embraced

at that time more aspects of the farming problem and its re­

bationship to the Jew than had ever been thought of before the

inception of the group. The placing of the Jew on the soil

had been put on a scientific basis. Careful investigations of

fa^land, soil> woods, water, fences, buildings, outbuildings•—--- ---
2* Report, 1909, p. 21.

^2£ican Israelite, January 12, 1911.
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neighborhood, nature of farming pursued in tn. <
^ne region, and

the questions of markets, schools, railroads
» eic., etc., be-

^e it would allow a family to locate itself on a farm with

the help of the society either completely or partially, in­

vestigation^ the character of the applicant was also care­

fully made. The history of this society will be concluded

with the general history of the modern or Recent period of

the American Jew in agriculture.

SUMMARY

In brief summary of the work of the organizations

connected with the Russian Immigration the following rather

general conclusions may be drawn:

Not one of the early agricultural societies with the

exception of the Jewish Agricultural and Industrial Aid Society

lasted into the twentieth century to become a factor in the

settlement of the Russian Jew on the land during the period

immediatly following his emigration to the United States.

We may explain this failure as being due to the

efficiency and bad management of these societies, their y

formation, the questionable character of their sponsors, and

the petty jealousies that destroyed so much of their work m

its very beginning. Failure of the societies themselve

Wsaalzations oane as an after effect of these faults.

’le Would not contribute to their support only to see th.

J’A.I.A.S. Report, 1913, PP- 18-I9-
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(rults of the societies' labors falling sufferlng

erably. "Nothing succeeds like success" wrote Alexander Du­

nas and the corollary might also be made that nothing falls

like failure for once the colonization organizations started

to go nothing could save them. If one fault only were men-

tioned it would be sufficient to condemn them completely.

Throughout their activity they manifested an almost complete

indifference to the selection of the land itself that was to

be used for agriculture*  As we shall see in the history of

the colonies themselves many of them were located on bad land,

with infertile soil, poor water supplies, and frequently miles

away from civilization. The societies were doomed to fail

because of their mistakes. By using the snotionalism of the

Jewish people, their sympathies, and their charity, they pro­

longed the period of their solvency.

But if they did no more than to arouse a people

dormant in its attitude toward agriculture as a new profession

for the Jew, their struggles and faults are justified. It

was through .their propaganda that American Jewry became

scions of the fact that a fertile field existed untouched by

them and possibilities were open for them were they only to

exert themselves to take hold of them.
The history of the societies is significant

**aningful. Theirs was a beginning the end of which is not

yet in sight.
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A GENERAL HISTORY OF THE AMERICAN

JS7 IN AGRICULTURE----- 1880-1910.

As we have already seen, the period from 1880 to

1910 was one of intense activity in agriculture for .the Am­

erican Jew and for the newly arrived immigrant. We have con­

sidered the situation from the viewpoint and through the ac­

tivities of the organizations dealing with the problem which

sprang up at that time. In doing so we have not intended to

present a general or a comprehensive picture of the Jew in ag­

riculture.

The chief motivating factor in the turning of the

immigrant Jew to agriculture was the Homestead Act which had

been passed in 1862 and signed and made into a law by Abra­

ham Lincoln.
The Homestead Act granted a quarter section of land

(160 acres) to the head of a family or to any person over

twenty one years old who was a citizen of the United States

or who had filed his intentions of becoming one. The land

was granted free after residence of five years upon it. During

this time the applicant could not be away from the land for

^ Period of longer than six months at one time. The land

dually to be put under cultivation during the five year

reWrea residence period. After fourteen months, however, 



residence on the land night be commuted by the payment or

*!•» an acre. This retirement was later reduced to a three
year period and land that was going to be used tor stock * '

raising was allowed to be taken up In areas of 640 acres. At

tlrst glance the conditions of the Homestead Act seem extreme-

ly liberal and favorable to the prospective settler. The

immigrant Jews thought so too. It seemed to them as though

millions of acres of land were waiting for them in the .west,

to be taken up and possessed under the easy rules of the gov­

ernment. As we have seen,many organizations sprang up for

the purpose of taking advantage of the government offer and

for the settling of their "problem" on the land.

The earliest record that comes to our attention per­

taining to a settlement of Russian Jews on government home­

stead land is the story of a group of families originating in

Cincinnati under the leadership of Charles Davis of that city.

This group, consisting of some twenty families travelled to

Southwestern Kansas where they made their homesteads on a.

tract of land "near a stream, 22 miles from a railroad' .

This group was ready to start colonization at this

made an appeal for aid through the columns of the Americ

Israelite. Some of the people had been practical f nip

in Russia and it was felt that they would have no diffic

in Setting started in their new environment.
• a nf Russian colonization pro-

All through the period of

2*  ^grican Israelite, June 30, 1882.
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jMts were viewed with optimism. The thougM of

never occurred to the rosy-vlsioned idealists who looked

upon themselves and their pet projects as the current mes-

slahs for the entirety of the Russian Jewish people.

During the twenty year period from I860 to 1900

there are a fevt records of Jewish farmers scattered through

the states having no affiliation with any agricultural soci­

ety, and not having settled on the land for more than a
period of ten or fifteen years. |one of these men was located

in Sacramento, California, where he was the successful owner

of a fine vineyard. His farm, a short distance from Sacra­

mento, consisted of 240 acres in fruit and vines and another

100 acres in fields and meadows. In addition to the grapes,

which were his main cash crop, this farmer, a man by the /

name of David Lubin, grew figs, almonds, apricots, pomegran-
_ __ - .

ates, oranges, and lemons. He spent eight months of the

year on his farm, during the entire growing season, and re­

turned to his city home for the remainder of the year where

he lived on his own farm produce which he had stored up, and

also through the sale of the remainder to the readily avail

able market in SacramentoT^

Mention is also made of another independent farmer

of the 1880’s. This man, whose name was not stated,

fara located between New York and Philadelphia where

He was quite successful in this type of agriculture

he helped increase the production of hogs through h s

^Sgrican Israelite, September 24, 1886.
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ralsing or then. In another way he also contrilMteJ

increase of hog production. "The Mn ls dolng *

eood to the country; he eats no pork and increases the hog '

production, which is clear profit to the country and to hie

latitudinarian money purse.”

In 1890 the first book written by a Jew on the

problem of Jews in agricultural pursuits dealt with the quest­

ion of agriculture as a solution for the "Jewish Problem".

The name of this work was Ligdal Zophim, "The Watch Tower".

It was written by Loses Klein of Philadelphia, and dealt spe-
2.

cifically with the Jewish colonies in New Jersey.

The general position of the Jew in American agricul­

ture up to 1900 was not too strong. Here and there a few iso­

lated Jews were engaged in farming. Throughout the country

Jewish farm settlements were struggling. Although we shall

review many failures of Jews in agriculture in this period

the general concensus of opinion as derived from the reports

issued from the colonization societies must have been favor-

able. The societies were always optimistic in their reports 

aad if we were to go by what they had to say alone our com-

Prehension of the Jew in agriculture would be most one-sided.

‘Wording to a report of the Jewish Agriculturists' Aid So-

“iety Bany of rough hardships of the earlier days had

bsta smoothed over by 1900. The Jews were able to farm su<

"‘Wally and were regarded as pennanent additions to the

SOil- This was because of their ability to surpass the fl

Israelite, September 24,

^A.S. Report, 1901, passim.

1886.
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difficulties and gam their foothold on the land.1*
From 1900 to 1910 the Jewish fanner in‘the

west did not make a great deal of money from his farm. In_

deed, it was all that most of them were able to do merely

to get along. The highest gross income in 1902 that was re­

ported by any farmer associated with the Jewish Agricultur­

ists’ Aid Society amounted to only $1,700. Considering the

amount of money that had been Invested by the agricultural

society, and the amount of time that the farmer himself had
2.

put in, the return was disappointing.

Loans were constantly being made not only to farm­

ers just attempting for the first time to farm, but also to

men who had been settled for several years and were in need

of more money to keep themselves going. Although many of the

undesirables among the settlers had been sloughed off by

this time, there were still many people engaged in agricul­

ture who were completely unfitted to this type of work. They

were only allowed to continue because it was felt that they

w°uld, if removed from their farms, become objects of char-

tty in crowded cities. The fact was constantly considered

the men in charge of agricultural settlements that it was

Wiser to keep people on farms where a healthy outdoor

Attributed to their welfare than to return them to the.

favorabie environs of the cities from which they came.

Report, 1902, pp. 5-7.
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there
Besides the purchasing or tarn lana by Jews

was , fair amount of renting or farms that had Been proved

capable of successful crop production by their former resi­

dents. Ibis latter type of faming was not largely round

among the Russian Jews in spite of its advantages. The rea­

son that is given for the lack of renting on the part of

Jewish farmers is two-fold. In the first place, with so

much land that could practically be had for the taking, ag­

ricultural societies were reluctant to use their money to

sponsor an experiment when they could have the real thing

for the same amount. Secondly, very few farmers were will­

ing to rent their land to inexperienced persons to use, since

they were aware of the work that would have to be done to re­

condition the land if the tenant farmer was not able to till 

it properly.

After 1900 an interesting change began to take place

®ong the farmers, who, Russian refugees and city dwellers on­

ly a short time ago) were truly becoming accustomed to the

ways of the soil. One man, who had lived in the Pale of

tlement” in darkest Russia for his entire life, a man who was

accustomed to being crowded into a house or on a piece of

ground barely sufficient to support himself and his family,

n°w complains that he hardly has elbow room with

-SSe-haif mile awaynt
• the west at this time were no

The Jewish farmers m the we

''•A.A.s, Report, 1906, p. 35•
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oh the whole, as successful as their brethren In the east
lfe„ Jersey colonies, though forced to begin over J/

tines, were experiencing a fair amount of success although

J0t as much as their sponsors had predicted for them originally.

Despite the knowledge of the Jewish public that

there had been many failures among the agricultural colonies

that had been settled in the early exuberance of the newly

founded societies, applications to get out to the land con­

tinued to increase. The great majority of the people who

were applying were doing so mainly out of desperation,

thinking quite logically that their condition could be no

worse on the soil than in the tenements. Fortunately many

such persons were weeded out of the applicants. It should

be recorded that a definite effort was made to select the

prospective farmers with some degree of care, so that those

obviously unfitted should not be given a chance only to waste-

money and perhaps do injury to themselves.

During the year 1907 alone the Jewish Agricultural

ai*d  Industrial Aid Society received 1,345 applicants who wanted

t0 be farmers. 829 of them had over $500 which they were

to invest in a farm as a means of showing their faith in

■‘»elr ability to succeed, and also to show their great desire

t0 set out of the city. The applications caw from all see-

of the United States. This shows the widespread effect

the agricultural movement was having on the Jews living

United States in causing then to think seriously o 
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the practicability of agriculture for them as a futup
° suture means

of livelihood. From its organization to 1907 the .;«ish kg
liOTltural and Industrial Aid Society assisted 764 farmeJin

l9 states with loans totalling nearly $500,000.1-

By 1907 the real property of the Jeslsh famers of

the United States had reached a valuation of close to

$1,250,000 exclusive of an estimated $400,000 worth of person­

al property. In 1907 the Jewish Agricultural and Industrial

Aid Society introduced the use of ’agricultural experts to act

as guides for farmers who were in need of advice.

By 1907 the number of Jews, in agriculture was set 

at 1,346 families in 34 states. This figure was reached by

the Jewish Agricultural and Industrial Aid Society through

its contact with Jewish farmers throughout the country. The

Society's spokesman, Leonard G. Robinson, was very careful to 

make the point clear that there were probably many more Jewish

farmers in the United States who had never heard of the Society's

interest in a Jewish farm census and so did not make their

2. Israelite, April 2, 1908.

Presence known. The Society thus estimated that there were

5>000 Jewish farmers in 1907 and declared that the only rea
s°« that there were not 25,000 or 50,000 was due to the pover-j

°t the immigrant "who has no means open to him

*et but the shop".2*

The total figure of Jews who were dependent on agrr-

for a livelihood was set hy the Society In 1907 as P-
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25,000.1* mi3 was Qn the tesis nTe p^_

pie to the family aM was a slmple prooess Qf aultlpuoa_

tion# In 1908 th.© Socletv nnt -p*ociety pUt the figure up another 5,000
and made their estimate of Jews «2. &NS engaged m agriculture
30,000.

By 1909 the Jewish Agricultural and Industrial Aid

Society had come to the conclusion that Jews could not live

as farmers in isolation. The Society stated that the only

way for the Jews to be successful in agriculture was to be

placed on farm land in groups. The reason for this was that

the religion of the Jews demanded fellowship. If this fel­

lowship was not available to the farmers and their children

they eventually moved to the cities and another generation

was lost for farm work. The Society pointed out to many com­

munities which were the result of the Jews’ refusal to be alone

and his attracting of other Jewish families to that place, 

who, in turn, attracted others until a community was estab-
3.

lished.

An interesting fact brought out by the Jewish Ag­

ricultural and Industrial Aid Society in 1910 was concerned

with the number of Jewish families that sometimes farmed one

tract of land. Frequently one man would find that his land

was too much for him to handle alone and he would Invite a

close friend or relative to cone onto the land with him. This

resulted in the following situation in 1910. The number of
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Jewish farmers was given by the J^w-i .7 Agricultural ana Indus­
trial as -being 3,339 while the of.

or complete cultivation was listed as S,984. In aaaitlon t<>

the above explanation tor the discrepancy „e should note that

farmers' sons were l^ted as farmers ln their own right even

though all they did was to assist their fathers in the duties

about the fam. These figures represent the farmers with whom

the Society had contact only. The actual total number of Jaws

in agriculture in 1910 was estimated at over 30,000 by the

Society. The statement was also made at this time that there 

were 36 regular Jewish students enrolled at the New York State
1.

Agricultural College, a department of Cornell University.

Geographical distributioriis one of the prime factors

to be considered in the matter of Jewish farm population du­

ring the first ten years of the century. More than 90% of all 

the Jews engaged in American agriculture were located north of

the 39th parallel with 75% located in New York, New Jersey,

and New England. More Jews were reported in New York State

agriculture than in any other. 27.9% of the total number of

Jewish farmers were located in this state. The only state

west of New York in which the Jew played any part of import

ance as a fanner up to 1910 was North Dakota.
The following table shows th^ebrew-famers and

nomniled from the Jewish Agricultur-
farms occupied by Jews as co p

1. J.A.I.A.S. R^i’.^tio? Commission, Part 24:
2. Reports of the iSSa^g^t-^byTiFrDillingham;
Mf^Agrieulture,pp. 3-9.
Government Printing Office,

Recent Immi-
tfashington,
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States

53

,8

3040
2756

847
705
575
216
183

75
76
33
27
24

27.9
23.1
18.9

100
90.7

10
15
. 9

8
3
2
3

36 states
States re­
porting
defined
groups.

Nev; York
New Jersey
Connecticut
North. Dakota
Massachusetts
Ohio
Michigan
South Dakota
Wyoming
Washington
States not re­
porting de­
fined groups.

Illinois
Indiana
Iowa
Louisiana
Pennsylvania
Wisconsin
Other States

6.0
2.5

?Tdi stri­
ker. bution.

al and Industrial Aid Society Report

Government Immigration Commission in
of 1909 by the United States

its report published in 1911.
Tumber No. of----------------------------

' °f scattered Fsg
groups.------------ 10 dl£miers. her. bution.

- 2701 100327 2437 90.3

85 718 26.661 ‘ 639 23.747 490 18.1
17 210 7.8
47 16 7 6.2
19 64 2.4
16 69 2.6
19 33 1.2

3 25 .9
13 22 .8

- - 17 .6 20 .7— — 23 .9 23 .8— — 22 .8 23 .8— — 17 .6 23 .8— — 45 1.7 51 1.7— — 32 1.2 32 1.1- - 108 5.0 112 3.7

The table must be viewed with caution since its check­

ing with assessors lists by the United States Immigration Com­

mission showed that in many instances the figures listed by the

Jewish Agricultural and Industrial Aid Society were exaggerated

as much as 30$. The error was most noticeable in the accounts

°f the Society of the New jEngland States. In New Jersey the 

statistics checked very closely.
m o • was liable to error in several particu-
The Society was

. r n settlements which were still in the
lars. In the case of small settxeme
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deT61T7tStaSeS °f th6ir gr0''“ — - - engaged

ln agriouiture were enlarged. Exaggeration

areas where the population was widely soattered

Ulster ana Sullivan district in New York where

the lend changed rather fluently accounting tor double Hat­

ing in some cases. Errors also occurred in the case ot scat-

tered figures coming from the western states. The Tmmie™_-

tion Commission noted a tendency on the part of the Jewish Ag­

ricultural and Industrial Aid Society to give maximum figures

wherever possible. There was also an inclination to use im­

proper methods of enumeration which were likely in themselves

to cause a considerable degree of error. The United States

Immigration Commission stated in its report published in 1911

that "the number of Hebrew farmers may be hesitantly estimated

at 2,300 to 2,600 and the number of farms operated at 2,000
1.

to 2,300”.

Hebrew rural communities were stated to be composed

almost exclusively of Russian, Roumanian, and Galician Jews

with approximately 85% of all Jewish farmers in the United

States of these national groups.
In the New England states and New York the Jewish

tamers almost to a men were dependent on some activity be­

sides agriculture tor their livelihood. They engaged in ped-

m,. . ,.  .-11T1v buying, and speculating in realdling, cattle trading, jnnK Duyxxifo,
. ,.4__ irn their incomes. The keeping

estate as a means of building P

1. U.S. Immigration Commission, o£. cit., pp. 3-9.

2. Ibid.
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The

ture had been

healthfulness

1. U.S. Immigration Commission, o£. cit.» PP«
2. Ibid.

of summer boarders became m lnaustry ia itsew in _ ai3_

trlOtS. ^.uently the farmer

cultural activities altogether.

to American agJicultureaeither°fe thVe siven liUle
culture, manafement o® the.^7 of cr°Ps»
ble exceptions the agricultSe Ylth * few nota-
uns at is factory. Crofs 1S bu^m®^iocre or

ga-uea. in a few instances progress is shown and aln asrioultujran?ad-
vanoed methods is manifested, giving evidence of the
agricultural, cap act iy of the Hebrew when once his in­
telligent interest is aroused. Otherwise, except
for the acreage of wild land subdued and improved in
New Jersey, Jewish communities have not added greatly
to the rural life of their respective adopted States.”2.

Government report went on to show that agricul-

of great benefit to the Jews up to 1910. The

of life in the country and the beneficial ef­

fects on the morale of the ownership of land left their mark

on the Jewish farmers of the time.

One of the characteristics of Jewish farming was

reported to be the general lack of attention to the farmstead

in comparison to the fam itself. Frequently the farm house

and the land immediately adjoining were not at all well-kept.

Houses were dilapidated and nseded paint badly. The farmyard

was often littered with nibbish. When the farmers were engaged

• iron and old bottles woroin the junk business piles of old iron
lying about in profusion and unsightliness. This was said to

be true in all save a few notable exceptions, mainly farms 
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1« U.S. Immigartion Commission, 2£' —-
2. Ibid.

located in Ulster and Suniw^livan counties in Kew York state
where the farmers had in many cases rut •

J' uses put m improvements and
Md made thedrholdlngs qulte attraotive ma

In those localities inprovetents were largely due to the

summer boardlr® trade which demanded attractive and well-

kept houses.

In Connecticut also conditions were of a better

nature than in many of the other localities where Jewish farm­

ers were located. In this state the farmers had been able to

purchase well-built homes that had been used by generations

of New England farmers before them. The homesteads were a­

bandoned because of the apathy of the children toward farm
2.

life and farming.

Jewish farm incomes were seldom, at this time, very

large, except in the cases where the farmers were successfully

engaged in tobacco growing. It is true, however, that in com­

parison with the other newly-arrived immigrant families the

Hebrew farmers were not too badly off. The largest net in­

comes among Jewish farmers were those in the Ellington, Con­

necticut, district, where the men were engaged in tobacco

growing. The farms in this section were in cultivation for

only a few years. In some cases the Jewish farmers had been

the first to start the cultivation of tobacco serio y

. irwnmes of all the Hebrew farmersThe largest net incomes
•nrobablv those men of Vineland in

m the United States were probaoiy w 
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period up t0 1910. in this district the farmers were

* to be successful because agriculture was coordinated

with industry. By this coordination the fermers were able

to do a great deal of work during the portion of the year

when they were normally free from agricultural responsibil­

ities. Part of their time was spent on their farms and part

In the factories which had been built In conjunction with

the farms.

Judging by the appearance of the farms and the

farmers themselves the most successful men were located in

the New Jersey colonies. In this district the farms were 

nicely kept and the general appearance of the fields and out­

veniences in

making items.

equipment had

was still in

necessities

houses was pleasing. It may thus be assumed from the exter­

nal aspects that these farmers were able to succeed in their
2.

enterprises.

In general the Jewish farmer lived better with re­

spect to food and clothing than did the Polish or the Ital-

lan farmer of the same period. (1900-1910) One of the chief

differences between the homes of the Jewish farmers and those

of other race groups was the presence of many more modern con

the home of the Jewish farmer. The tendency on

Jewish agriculturist was to purchase rocking
the part of the
chairs, hammocks, books, and many other comfort

These were often bought before the farm and its

been paid for and while the tilling of the soil

its first stages. The average 1—t bought

1. U.S. Immigration Commission op*
2. Ibid.
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this

home

con-

U.S. ImmlZ^ co-rnisslon, o£- Si- PP’

first, paid for his land ana equtpment

was taken care of purchased item that would make his

more comfortable to live in. The Jewish farmer were

tented to stay in debt longer in order to enjoy the com- ||

forts of home at anearller period than their neighbors. Thus i

the Jewish farmer was a good consumer, a better consumer than

he was a farmer.

Citfically speaking the Jew was a welcome addition

to the men of the district in which he settled. The Jew at

this time, no matter what occupation he engaged in, wanted to

become a citizen of the United States and directed his atten­

tion to that purpose primarily. He became a citizen sooner

than did the other immigrants contemporary with him. In ad­

dition to his desire to become a citizen the Jewish farmer

also manifested a more intelligent attitude toward politics

than did other foreigners. .Also, as might be expected from

the more intelligent attitude manifested by the Jew there was

a smaller percentage of illiteracy among the Jews as a group

than among the other aliens of the same period. Particularly

desirous that his children assimilate the customs and habits

Of the country into which they had been brought, the Jwlsh

farmer saw to it that his children learned to speak, read, end

write English just as soon as was practicably possible. As

+ Jewish farmer demanded better
a corollary to this desire

. . « than existed in the neighborhood at
schools for his chil<iren

2.
the time.
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Cite Jewish fmner entered lato the comeroiai

Of his enterprise in an intelligent and thoughtful manner

He was ^ong the first of the farmers of the day to protest

against unregulated commission marketing, the abuses of which

were forcing the farmers to sell their produce at a price

considerably less than that which was considered as being

fair by them in relation to the cost of producing the goods.

They also protested against the high freight rates which were

being charged by the railroads. The only recourse was to

ship by wagon or truck and this method was so slow that per­

ishable products would spoil before they reached the market.

In answer to their protests and like protests of other far­

mers all over the country the present faster freight system

was put into practice. This transported the marketable goods

of the farmer to the large cities for a fairer price, and
i. 1

more quickly than previously. -—»

clearly shown that he
he thought

vote for
the can­

gen tly cast his

had earned that

was
the person or group which

He was not influenced by

was there any evidence

as a group. Instead, it

support.
2.

didate’s religion.

The Jewish farmer was interested in good govern-

ment and not in cohesiveness to any false sense of race loy­

alty. This was shown by the fact that in no Jwish oornun-

ity that was investigated by the U.S. Immigration Commission

to show that the Jwlsh farmer voted

intelli-

1. U.S. Immigration Commission, o£. cit., PP- 3 9

2. Ibid.
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Frequent charges were made attest the Jewlsh f„.

mers that they were not strictly honest m their business

dealings. It was stated that they had dealt sharply with

their neighboring non-Jewlsh farmers and had come out far

ahead in their dealings with them. This charge, and others

of a like, nature may be ascribed to jealous motives and a re

sentment against strangers coming into land that had been

settled by non-Jews for a long period of time.

On the whole the influx of Jewish settlers into

farming communities raised the general moral tone of the set 

tlements because of the characteristics of the Jewish farmer 

cit., pp.

that have already been discussed: his civic pride, and his

desire to be a good citizen. These factors, in addition to

the almost total lack of crime in the communities where the

Jews settled, and the proverbial sacredness of the Jewish

family, put the moral influence of the Jewish farmer on a
2.

high standard.
Despite these favorable factors the United States

Immigration Commission was not over-optimistic about the

ture of the Jew in agriculture in the United States. In mak­

ing the following conclusions ah illuminating picture

attitude toward the Jewish farmer is drawn:

’’Despite these virtues^ -Wf^rS^hr-
°A » - often

U.S. Immigration
2. Ibid.

Commission, op,. 3-9.
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a speculative venture rather than a home, and there
is too little permanence in his proprietorship
More than all, the children love the land even’less
than the American young people, and from the com­
mission’s inquiries it is ep parent that a very few
intend to spend their lives in the country. That
many mistakes have been made in methods of coloni­
zing the Hebrew all who know their facts will read­
ily admite, but it is questionable whether, after
all, the source of failure does not lie in the fact
that few of the Hebrews settled were adapted to ag­
riculture. The Jewish Agricultural and Industrial • ;
Aid Society is doing all in its knowledge to pro-
mote Hebrew agriculture, to make farm life agreeable i
and profitable, and to establish the race as a fac­
tor in farming in the United States. If the Hebrew
on the farm can be made to enjoy the same prosperity
as his brother in commerce or industry, this desir­
able result may be brought about. Without pronounced
material prosperity however, it is doubtful whether
there will be any considerable and permanent move­
ment toward rural life.”

The report of the Government Commission naturally stir­

red up a good deal of discussion in Jewish circles concerning

the value derived from the large expenditures of money and ef­

fort in the attempts to place the Jew on the land as a farmer.

It was inevitable ihat a reply should be made to certain damn­

ing conclusions that had been reached by the Government agents.

The statement of the Jewish side of the question was

made by Leonard G. Robinson, the General Manager of the Jew­

ish Agricultural and Industrial Aid Society which was the lar­

gest and most powerful Jewish agricultural society in the

farmer was of no

He also did not a-

with the Government report and

survey in its conclusions that the Jewish

Material benefit to American agriculture.

country.

Robinson took issue

1. U.S. Immigration Commission, ci_.,
3-9.
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gree with another statement that no new methods or agrlcul-

turn had been Introduced by dews Into the United states?

Robinson, in a speech before the Jewish Chatauqua

Society of Philadelphia, pointed out that It was the duty of

the agricultural expert to introduce new methods and new

crops into a country; this was not to be expected of an out­

sider and a beginner in the field. In his opinion the sole

duty of the Jewish farmer was to make a good living and to

bring up his children properly. This dual requirement seemed

sufficient to him for men who were starting in practical farm-
2.

ing.

Robinson said that farm property valued at $30,000,000 

was owned by Jews newly engaged in agriculture in this count­

ry. He asserted that the Jewish farmers in the United States

had led the way in providing better schooling, in developing

the spirit of self-help and of cooperation, and in beginning

a method of cooperative agriculture in the United States that

had not existed before their entrance into agriculture.

Referring to the introduction of new methods and

the standards of fam efficiency that were supposed to differ

between Jew and non-Jew In the Hew England States, Robinson 

made the following statement:
4- of farm efficiency gener-"Were this standard that the vast major-

ally applied I v®^£s wJuld tQ be put in the
ity of American farmers woux

' . T.0-nort bv the Government of. / / /
1. This statement shall consider ^SaPstate”farming in Connecticut which we agriculture of that state.
al of the history of the Jew 1914.
2. American Israelite, February* Tri ----------------
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same category, (as the Jewish fanner) . As for the
Connecticut farmer, the chief contribution that he
has made to the agriculture of his State in the
last one hundred years, is the abandoned farm.
(It might be noted here that the Jewish farmers com­
ing into Connecticut were the main purchasers of
these abandoned farm houses and farm lands.) But
this is a narrow way of looking at things. The
day is rapidly passing when human efficiency on
the farm can be measured in bushels, just as the day
has long since passed when human efficiency^n the
city is measureable in dollars and cents."

"To make two blades of grass grow where for­
merly there grew but one is all right provided it
is done at a profit, and the extra blade contributes
to the happiness of the one who produces it. If it
is done at a loss it is a prodigal waste of God-gi­
ven energy.

"The introduction of new crops and new methods
is the business of the , agri cultural expert, of the
scientist. The farmer’s business is to be a good
neighbor, a good citizen, to get as much enjoyment
out of life as possible, and to contribute his share
toward making life in the country more livable."* 2’

Robinson questioned the figures of the Government

and restated the Jewish Agricultural and Industrial Aid So­

ciety estimates of the numbers of Jews engaged in farming.

He reasserted the authenticity of the figures despite the

error possibilities cited by the Government. Concurring with

the Government repprt, Robinson made the point that the im­

portance of the Jews in agriculture lay notso much in the a-

fflount of land that they were able to till, or their numer-

i ical statue, but upon the tangible contributions that they

I Had made to agriculture in the way of social betterment of

i rural conditions and progress in schools, living conditions,

isanitary conditions, etc., etc. "...the Jewish farmer shines 

American Israelite, February 19, 1914.
2« TEid;--------------------
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preeminently in the manner in which he takes hold of civic af­

fairs and in devotion to the country of his adoption/'

In 1907 the Country Life Commission of President

Boosevelt had pointed to serious deficiencies ezisting in rur­

al schools. They were criticized not only for their poor

standards but also for their apparent lack of interest in im­

proving conditions. Robinson brought out that the effect of

the Jew on rural schools had been salutary its its constant

demandfor improved educational opportunity for the children.

Lack of interest in schools upon the part of the farmer him-

self was one of the reasons for their inefficiency. Parents

did not care whether their children were receiving the ed­

ucation that was necessary for them or not. Consequently

when authorities found that there was no interest in maintain­

ing schools at the proper standards tax moneys were diverted

to other uses and the schools were allowed to run down.

In North Dakota, before the entrance of the Jew,

the school year consisted of only four months of classes. The

Jews were not satisfied with this and through their efforts

the school session was raised to six months per year.
in New Jersey the distinction of having established

the first kindergarten in Cape May county belongs

well-known Jewish farm community of Woodbine.

According to Robinson one of the most important as-

• suture was the development, through
pects of the Jew m agricultu

 _____ . pp. 3-9.
1. U.S. Immigration Commission
2. American Israelite, Februaxj
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Us efforts, of the cooperative system. we are awire of the

fact today that consumers- cooperatives play an Immensely Im-

portant part among the farmers of this country. Were it not

for the organization of the farmer into definite groups that

bought goods in quantity and bought them cheaply and also en­

abled the farmer to possess a better market through their ef­

forts, there would be many a farm vacant today that is suc­

cessfully producing marketable goods.

The Jewish agricultural organizations, particularly

the Jewish Agricultural and Industrial Aid Society, were in­

strumental in the formation of the earliest consumer leagues

and general cooperative organizations to assist the farmer in

the purchasing and marketing of goods at a greater benefit.

"The Jewish Farmers’ Cooperative Credit Un-
ions--the first and so far the only agricultural
credit banks on .American soil, owe their creation
to the Jewish Agricultural and Indus trial Aid So­
ciety. With reference to these credit unions the
Indiananolis News of December 14, 1912 says;

’While there are two bills now m Congress calling

I

ply to follow the lead of J>h t0 Qo it
work to provide credit. . it We notas they did—which is slmpl^to^ojt.

have to have laws or t plain common sense and

Of an article Py Alexander Cence, Professor of

. setts Agricultural College in The survey
Economics at the Massachu 

1. American Israelite, February 18, 1914

2. Ibid.
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tion:

1. American Israelite, February 19, 1914. 

llfe today is a general topic of dis­
cussion. .articles are found on this subject, both in
the popular and more serious magazines. Conferences
are.held everywhere, and a great deal of talk, both
serious and frivolous, is unloosened. Commissions are
appointed and committees are elected. But with all
this we seem to be, insofar as the country at large is
concerned, just where we were several years ago. The
Jewish farmer alone has made an effort to do something
and put his ideas into actual operation."2.

These two conflicting reports, the U.S. Government’s,

and- that of Robinson, illustrate how controversial a subject

may become when approached from different standards. Really,

the only differences between the two reports are those of em­

phasis. It is clear that the Jewish Agricultural and Indus­

trial Aid Society representative believed that there were cer­

tain factors more important than new methods in agriculture

and success in growing crops of new kinds. It is significant,

however, that the Jewish Agricultural ana Industrial Aid So­

ciety man referred only to certain sections where he could re­

port that satisfactory activity was taking place. Of the two

reports we are compelled to regard as the more authentic the

one made by the Government, not because of the prestige of coy- 

entitled "Jewish Immigrants as Tobacco Growers and n •
. lowers and Dairymen",

the following remark is made:

"The Jewish farmer", np + .
fer by comparison with their GeraST s£? d° not suf"
lean neighbors. Their substan+f^x Swiss, or Amer-
equipment and large herds imp^S £m &thm°dern
commercial farmers and look for ™ ™ x *hey 81,6only; they expect Zdsow £LSs""l!

Robinson ended his speech with the following observe-
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thing done by government authorities, but because or the fair-

ness or the paper in recognizing both the gpod and the tad and

giving credit for the good that had been accomplished by the

Jew. The Jewish Agricultural And Industrial Aid Society, part-

ly because of its own position being in question was placed on

the defensive. It was forced to disregard points that should

have been made which would have been to the detriment of the

reputation of the Jewish farmer. It was compelled to empha­

size those factors alone which reflected to the credit of the

Jewish farmer, both reports are valuable because they repre­

sent two different opinions and both come from representative 

sources.

By 1910 the Jew had made a fair amount of progress 

in agriculture. He was located for the most part in the eastern

states. His activities Smbraced others than those directly re­

lated to the tilling of the soil. He was a good and conscien­

tious citizen, respected in the communities in which he lived.

The future, however, did not promise too much for him because

or the lack or desire upou the part or his children to go to

+n the case because the Jewishwork on the farm. This came to be we
•t- -Pi nnncial success out of his labors,farmer had not made a great fmanci

i fPlt that a livelier life avaited them
and the younger people felt w

„ innrative one. Jewish youngin the cities as well as a more lucrative
men and women specirlcally are not to be censured tor this a -

iltude, ror the non-Jewlsb young people the sane ege ad do e

the identical thing. !n a word, the dewish position In eg 



-170-

culture in the east was fair and not
,. _ _ Promising. In the

„st, the small numbers of Jews engaged in pre_

eluded any general statements at the time. We may note that

the Jewish farmer who had been able to hold out despite all

hardships was doing well, others of his brethren had failed

miserably after much bitter struggle with natural elements.

During the years from 1882 to 1866 almost a quarter

of a million Russian Jews came to the United States. The im­

migration wave increased annually up to 1914, in 1914 the

emigration stopped almost completely, not to gain momentum a-

gain until the beginning of the twenties. From 1910 to 1914

Jewish activity in agriculture seemed to slow up also. These

were years of unsatisfactory agricultural conditions throughout

most of the United States.

ish farmer suffered from a

penses entailed in growing

The non-Jewish as well as the Jew-

limited market and from heavy ex-

his crops. With the onset of the

War farming took on a different character; formerly it had

been but partially mechanized, now it was motorized as well.

The character of the immigration changed somewhat also, and

we find that the period of Russian Immigration on a large scale

cones to an end at this point. The Russian refugee period was

Without question the largest single period of inmigration in

the history of the American Jew. The general character of this

group underlies, as a basic element, any consideration of the

tt •f.a states. We have seen how the
Jew in agriculture in the Unite
causes of emigration emanated from the cruelti
groms in Russia. The effect upon the — Jews who 
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been in this country for some time has been noted in their

formation of agricultural societies to place the newly ar­

rived Jews on the soil. We have also gone over the period

in a general survey considering the salient experiences of

the immigrant upon the soil. The background has been laid.

We are now ready to deal specifically with the agricultural

colonies formed during this period. Through the considera­

tion of them we shall round out the general impression we

have given so far and develop the aspects of success and fail-

urefcnd the reasons for each in the story of the colonization

ventures into agriculture by Jews in the United States.
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THE RUSSIAN WISH COLONIES IN THE Tin™
----------- -iR UNITED STATES:

HOW EXTERNAL FACTORS AFFECT THE CHOICE

OF LAND FOR SETTI.WWTS

The importance of uncontrollables, of external fac­

tors silent and not easily apparent, went almost unrecognized

in the early selection of land for use as agricultural colon­

ies. Today we all know that in certain sections of the count­

ry potatoes will not grow as well as they will in another gi­

ven section. We realize that there are areas of the United

States well-suited for wheat growing, while other areas are

better adapted to the growing of corn. We have come to these

conclusions about different sections of the country not only

through consideration of the natural qualities that make them

fitted for a particular crop, but also because of their dis­

tance from markets, their location in relation to large cities,

and the relative value of land, whether cheap or .expensive.

It has taken a long time for this knowledge to ac­

cumulate. It was not reached over night nor even in many

years. We are constantly adding to our Information about land

use areas and types of farming areas. We shall continue to do

so as long as agriculture is carried on in the United States.

Plhe complexity of the subject may be realized to a

degree when It is understood that there are more than 500 dlf-

= in the United States. There areferent type-of-farming areas i
a Cotton belts, easily designated on maps

"the well-known Corn and Cot
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anS reasonably stable In their position for th. .
last forty or

fifty years. There is the wheat belt, We livestock ra„ge

the dairy region, and many others. To make the problem eT’n

more complex, the character of farming that may be carried on

m any one of these regions is by no means uniform. The Cot­

ton belt nay be divided and subdivided Into various regions

and subregions according to classifications ranging from the

economic to the physical and geographical. We may discern at

least fifteen or twenty such regions in the Cotton belt.

"They include such areas as the small irri­
gated valleys of the Southwest, the large-scale c.
cotton area of western Texas and Oklahoma, the
Black lands of Texas, the Mississippi-Alabama clay
hills and rolling uplands, the Piedmont and the
Coastal Plain. The processes of refinement may be
carried still further. In the Mississippi-Alabama
clay hills and rolling uplands, for example, there
are six different type-of-farming areas; and with­
in each of these, differences between individual
farms are often as great as those between areas.”

In addition to a thorough consideration of previous

experience in the growing of particular crops the soil of any

given area must be understood and careful^charted before any

successful use of land can be assured in the district. Today

we recognize the importance of utilizing certain types of

Soils for the growing of crops best suited to them. We would

not try to grow potatoes in sandy soil, or grapes in a swamp.

We would consider growing season and climate, rainfall ana

. + a Of all the factors to be con-types of weather to be expected. Of al
s-. i<? nerhaps the most im-

sidered by a prospective farmer

Portant. 1 -7 Ko important soil is made up of any one group of 
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particles. Experience gained in the stuay Qf

greater part of the earth's surface shows that sells consist

of mixtures of particles -belonging to two or more groups.

The recognition of this fact made It necessary

when the work of soil mapping was taken up in earnest, to

group the entire range of possible combinations of the sever­

al soil material classes into a limited number of units and

define each in terms of the proportions present of the sever­

al classes of materials. It became necessary to give each

unit a name, thus avoiding the necessity of describing each

unit on referring to it. Six principal texture groups were

established to which the names sands, sandy loams, loams, silt

loams, clay loams, and clays were given, each of these being

further divided into minor subgroups, according to the sizes

of the predominant sand grains and the extreme variations of

silt and clay present.
As we consider the many farm settlements of Jews in

the United States we shall look into the type of land on which

they settled and from which they hoped to make a living. We

shall frequently be amazed at the wide discrepancy between the

type of land that the Jewish farmers settled and the yp

crops that they thought they were growing to gr

YORK STATE

(1880 - Wl4->

BBIg AggcmgSS iS^
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the course of

along with their hunting and. fishing.

raised in the

York as early

The

came to the United States

Beans, squashes,

in abundance

agriculture

berries were

became New

tne Indian cultivated fruits and vegetables.

pumpkins, cucumbers, and watermelons were raised

by the Indians who carried on quite an extensive

Fruit and
section of the country which later

as the seventeenth century.

grape industry was first begun in 1835 and during

its hundred year history has made great strides

forward, particularly during the last eight years after the

repeal of prohibition.

The dairy industry has always been of great import­

ance in New York State and farmers all over the state are en­

gaged in it. The reason for the large number of dairy farmers

is, of course, the great centralization of population in this

state.

Flax, her?), and tobacco, were also among the early

crops raised in New York. At one time cotton was produced

in limited amounts on Long Island. Broomcom, peppermint oil,

and other crops of a like nature have been superceded by more

Profitable ones. Other crops that have been given up In this

state are hops, maple sugar, teasels, willows, end violets.

Ill of them yielded to economic pressure and the

land was more practicably used for produce with a larger mar-

ket.

I- State of New York, Agricultural Manual; Department o

markets, pp. 53-65, passim.



-176-

Today, tobacco growing, dairying,

oupy most of the farmers of this state, few York, t„r the

most part, has lost its importance as a producing state, and
has changed into a canning one. This is or course explained

•by its large population which is centered in the large cities.’

ULSTER AND SULLIVAN COUNTIES

Jewish farming in New York State has, since its in­

ception, been centered in Ulster and Sullivan counties. Here

the Jews were grouped about Livingston Manor, Parksville,

Ferndale, Hurleyville, Monticello, Centerville, Mountaindale,
l.a.

Ellenville, Greenfield, and Kerkhonkson.

Generally speaking, the topography of Ulster and

Sullivan counties is rough and mountainous. Depp valleys have

been cut between the hills during long periods of time. The

Jewish i-Tnmigrants settled in some instances at fairly high al­

titudes being located in some sections between 1,400 to 1,800

feet above sea level.
The land is largely underlaid with rooks, a remnant

or the great continental glacier. The rooks have not helped

the soil along very much and in some places have been broken

up and have scattered in small pieces in soils that were o

rlglnally poor. Through years of erosion the hills have teen

almost completely cleared of what little top soil rema

ter the glacier so that, at the present time, there are only

" ----- , 69-84, passim.
U.S. Immigration Commission, o£.

L.a. American Jewish Yearbook, >
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a few inches of soli shove the bedrock which in sone places

cones to the surf ace. Thus, land on hills and hillsides is

difficult to cultivate, not only because of the awkward position

required to plow and otherwise render the land fit tor plant­

ing, but because of the scarcity of the soil and also due to

the large amounts of fertilizer necessary to make what little

soil remains workable.

The only area where the land is really suited to ag­

riculture is along the streams in the valleys. Here the soil

has been brought down from the highlands and the bedrock has

become heavily covered with earth to a depth that makes farm-
2.

ing quite practicable.

Most of the land is cleared, but only a small per­

centage is under cutlivation. Potatoes are the most success­

ful crop that can be raised on a large portion of this land.

But even their production is a matter of relativity to the

poor possibilities of other crops, for the soil is not really

suited for their growth. Corn is also grown, but the growing

season is not long enough for it to fully mature so that the

Min use to which it is put is silage. Wheat, oats, buck­

wheat, and rye, are also grown in snail amounts. Some small

orchards are found and there also exists a small berry growth

but these two crops do not play a^very large part in the

riculture of Ulster and Sullivan.
Of ail the crops raised the most suited to the type

1. United States Immigration Commission, o£. cit., PP

2- Ibid.
3. Ibid.
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of land m We area Is Mid grass. This tyj? „

portS dairying well and it Is tor thls purpQse

largely grown. But the grass lands have not been well

tor and consequently their yield is rather low/’ 

sup-

is

cared

In 1399 there were only a few Jewish farmers in Ul­

ster and Sullivan counties. It was not until about 1904 that

they began to come in in any large numbers. The ch^Lf reason

for the migration of the Jews to these two counties in New

York State is the relatively high altitude which makes the 

locality highly beneficial to those with weak lungs or a ten-
2.

dency toward tuberculosis.

Generally speaking the land in this district was pur­

chased by the prospective Jewish farmers at high prices, above 

the true value of the land. Few leases were made, most of the

land being purchased outright. The strong desire on the part

of the Jewish farmer to buy land in this area, in spite of the

general eagerness of the American farmer to sell his land

caused a scarcity of land for sale. After the first few flur­

ries of buying the prices of land advanced to fit the demand
3.

for the property.
The terns of the purchase of the lend were in some

sales quite peculiar. The native farmers, receiving high

Prices for their land were often careless of the terms
Which they sold their property, frequently after they had sold

‘heir fanes they regretted their action and by the tine they

h. U.S. Immigration commission, oj>. £it.,
-• Ibid.
3- THd.
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were able to repurchase thai the lma haa

iorated badly. The Jewish Tamer. In buying land, usually

nade a small do™ payment, the remainder to he paid m annual

installments. The native farmer did mt stop to think that

he was giving up his livelihood in selling his land, and that

he was receiving relatively a small amount of the real worth

of the property in the down payment. Thus, after he had sold

the land he was frequently forced to goto work for one of his

neighbors as a hired farm hand. The new farmer farmed his

land in his place and made the small payments to him. The

cash amount that the native farmer received was not sufficient

for him to buy another farm, so the work as a farm hand was

all that was open for him to do. This situation was caused

only by the unfamiliarity of the native farmers with business

practice and not through any desire of the Jews to work hard-
1.

ships on them.

Sometimes the Jewish farmers coming into this area

would buy the land from the native farmer with all the stock,

machinery, farming implements, poultry, and other farm go

included. It has been reported that the native farmers ne

glected to take chattel mortgages on the stock and farm impl

ments. The Jewish farmer stayed on the land during
Warding season, then sold all the farm accessories for more

bhan the cash payment of the farm and disappeared fr°“^

eomunity. The natlTe Tarmex was
a farm devoid of all equipment and stock an

------------------------------- it PP. 69-84, 2^12’
U.S. ItotiIgratio4 Commission, o£.



-180-

“ entire season by the Jew and to try to start things all

again. "Only in rare oases did the Hebrews

Welr farms and in most eases the land was heavily mortgaged J’

The entire number of Jewish farmers in this section

was composed, of Russian Jews who came to Ulster and Sullivan

from New York City. None of them had been engaged in farming

in the United States before they entered into that profession

on the land that they bought in this district. The majority

of the men who caipe to Ulster and Sullivan as farmers had owned

some kind of small businesses in New York City previously and

were struck with the idea of going into farming as a profession 

because of the seeming better chance for advancement than in

the city. The pleasantness of the country and its healthful

atmosphere for their children also appealed to the Jews who

moved and took up land in Ulster and Sullivan. In New York

these people had owned pawn shops, clothing stores, second

hand stores, and furniture stores. Some of them had been real

estate agents and had been struck with the beauty of the land

which they sold to others. Some were contractors, restaurant

owners, travelling salesmen, garment workers, etc.,

to a man they ha4 not been engaged in occupations with any

relatlonshlp to agriculture. Only a very few of them were

8t^ug enough for the long hours of work under the hot summer

8“> on had the general knowledge of meoMnlos.so necessary

minor repairs on machinery on the farm.

■>’ Immigration Commission, op,« .Si— ’
* -iSld.
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Because or their general inexperience tt.

farmers were forced to hire fam hands tor the first
s0 of fam work. Not only were they unaccustomed^

of work required, thus needing instruction, but they 

Jewish

year or

the type

could
not do the physical labor that a native farmer was

ing as a matter of course. In many instances crops failed be­

cause of lack of care or knowledge in cultivation and prepar­

ation of the soil. Livestock frequently died because they

were not cared for properly and were wrongly handled h^d fed.

It was simply a matter of people with no experience in prac­

tical .farming trying to take over the whole job at once and

being unable to do so. The hired help that was necessary be­

cause of their inexperience was a heavy expense on budgets al­

ready severely cut because of overestimatiop of profits and 

over-exuberance in expecting life on a farm to be pleasant

and easy. Very often it cost the new Jewish farmer more money

to produce a crop than it was worth on the market. This is

considering the expense that he had in hiring labor, paying

for fertilizer, and other sundries. His own labor and in­

vestment are not even attempted to be reckoned into this fi­

gure. "if it had not been for the revenue derived from sum

boarders it is scarcely probable that the Hebrews could

ta’e retained their farms, for the crops they.raised were eh-

tirely inadequate to support their families.
The amount of fam produce that the Jew was a

deduce per acre in this period (1900-1910) was considerable

,. rit PP- 69-84.
Immigration Commission, oj>.
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ln relation to what other T
AU other.?farm set

elements were able to raise. At the sane tine he 41„
. > ne did not

raise as much as his Gentile neighbors "Th*  « •
ine immigrant on

land equally as good as that or the native does not raise

ene-Mir the produce per acre and...the crops are of Inferior

quality.”

The general condition of the fam of the Jew as

compared to the farm of the non-Jew was also inferior. Fre­

quently farms were neglected because of the boarding industry

which was the more important to the farmer because it sup­

ported him more than the land itself. Therefore, in some cases

he stopped bothering with the annoyance of constantly culti­

vating land that seemed to him to be anything but productive.

The Jewish farmer was also accused of being careless of farm 

machinery, not putting it away when finished with it but al­

lowing it to lie a-pnund and rust. Also, being unfamiliar with

the working ofmachinery he did not oil it and'keep it in ef­

ficient working order. Although marketing and marketing con­

ditions were good, a subsistence farming was carried on^and

almost all of the crops produced were consumed at home.

The Jewish Agricultural and Industrial aid Society

had considerable contact with the J^ish farmer in the Ulster

SuHivan region. The Society loaned them money frequently

°n whole had a rather happy contact with this toro P

mei‘s- In 1903 the first report of the Society’s contac

2* Immigration Commission, o£. cit.’» Px 
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wese taruers was nude. Here lt was

tln,e ?nat the sunner hoards trede was ’

toI in the support or these raHllies whloh ha4 thea°'

tam from Hew York City, The Society concluded at that

early date that "inasmuch as they are prompt in meetly their
obligations to us they must be doing well".1’

By 1904 the Society already knew of 161 farmers who,

with their families, comprised over 830 people and owned a to­

tal of 14,029 acres of land.

During the years 1904, *05,  '06,’o7, the condition

of the Jewish farmer in Ulster and Sullivan counties developed

successfully enough. These were lush years when the farmers

had good boarding seasons which carried them along regardless

of their poor success in agriculture. By 1907, however, the

situation had changed somewhat. Work had decreased in this

district by that tim? because many prospective farmers were

being diverted to other localities. This was being done be­

cause it was realized by the Jewish Agricultural and Industrial

Aid Society that farming in Ulster and Sullivan was not on

satisfactory basis. Boarding was never meant to be the main

support of a farmer. It was wrong from the start,as -vas

ter proved, because of the instability of the boarding bu

^s. By sane fluke the Jewish farmers had been very success-

in their hoarding seasons W to 1907, when they were hit

tor the^ first tine with a cool earner which all Wt wrecks

2*  ^A.I.A.S. Report, 1905, p.
’ Report, 1904, p.
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Season las^d, they did

— -.~wa the major-
away, IhereTore the Jewish Agriculture!

allow-

the season for them completely. The boa^v
raing period was

out to an absolute minimum, and while th^
e Were Plenty of

customers for the short time that the -

not compensate for the loss that was incurred when

ity of them stayed

and Industrial Aid Society began to consider before it

ed more Jewish families to come into this region whether they

meant to farm and to do nothing else.

By 1909 the summer boarding business had been hit

even worse. The depression following 1907 kept many people

from going to resorts and the farmers who had not tended

their land once again were punished for their straying from
agriculture, [in 1909 emphasis began to be placed upon dairy­

ing which was a natural enterprise for the region as we have

already pointed out. Hilliness in topography makes no differ­

ence to a cow’s ability to produce milk although it does make

land hard to plow. Therefore, by turning land into pasture,

an<i by utilizing the land’s innate ability to produce grass

that was very suitable .for pasturage the farmer on the land

at this time began to solve some of the difficulties that

bothered him. He now had seme thing to do that was not

difficult as agriculture, although it did entail care o

or which duty he was not fond. ?eed crops U4

98 Woh cultivation as corn, potatoes, and the like.

tanning hls attention to dairying and ty shipping dairy^

""’tacts to the larger cities in and near the area t e

1’ Report, 1907, p. 13-
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Aid Society’s

district is

season was

was located on

he was do ing

1909, p. g.
1911, P- 38’ 

farmer began to take advantage of the land he
for the first time?/ Although he did not prosper

much better than he had ever done before.1*

The Jewish Agricultural and Industrial

attitude toward the agricultural problem in this

rather difficult to understand. When a boarding

good and the farmers were able to earn enough from their board­

ers to keep themsleves fairly comfortable for the coming year,

the Society was strangely silent on the subject of getting a-

way from boarding house keeping. On the other hand, a poor

boarding season, with ensuing necessity for loans to the far­

mers from the Society brought about an entirely different re­

action. When a poor season was completed the Society preached

crop diversification and the evils- that must eventually come

upon the farmers because they were depending entirely on
2.

boarders to carry; them along.
It should be understood that the keeping of boarders

was not exclusively a Jewish institution. Indeed, one of the

reasons for the hard feeling that existed against the ew

this period in the counties of Ulster and Sullivan,

the Jews taking up boarding the non-Jew’s trade had been^

driven away. His customers did not care to come to a local y

that was rapidly becoming filled with Jews. .
By 1911 the Jewish Agricultural and In

Society was able to report that more and mor
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69-84.
cit., PP'

of his first desires was for

, also true to Ulster

for better schools

Improvement of schools

s' ^-A.I.A.S., Report, 1912, p. «•
3*  T*.*  Immigration Commission, _JL»

• ibid.

were leaving the precarious business of
ooa-rding and were

turning their attention to dairying and other t
uer types of farm-

lng. in 1912 the Society had evidence that could be present

ed as proof as to the unprofltablllty of boarding aa opposed

to agriculture. In that year a cool summer completely ruined

the farmers who had counted on^their boarders to see them

through the year with profits.

In addition to being the prime cause for the gen­

tile farmers’ loss of their boarding trade the Jewish farmer

was blamed for harm to the small shopkeeper in the district.

This was due to his desire to patronize only Jewish store-
2.

keepers.

Because of the demand for land that was artificially

created by the strong desire of the Jew to settle on farms,

prices for land almost doubled within a few years. This also

served to cause hard feeling against the Jew as a cause for

sky rocketing prices of areas of land that were not worth

anywhere near the prices being asked for them.
But despite the unfavorable things that are blamed

the Jew he was directly responsible for developments that

did improve the area. As we have already see, in any

trict that the Jew entered one

Sood schools for his children. This was

■ SmliTan where his constant demands :

ca>Used improvement. In addition to the



-187-

toe pri°e of dairy products, poultry, eggSi

leei for livestock "has Increased, and tie ArtiericLi who

retalned his farm finds hlnself in a letter poaltlon to mt9

money than ever before".

It would seem that the Jews engaged in faming in

Sullivan and Ulster counties would have a lot to complain a-

bout. Such was not. the case. Despite the difficulties that

they had in the matter of crop failures and poor boarding sea­

sons, the farmers in this district were very satisified up to

the point where we carry their history at this time. (1914.)

Many of them stated to the investigators of the United States

Immigration Commission that they were more successful on their

farms than they had ever been at any other period in their

lives. They also stated that they were happy and content

with their new form of life and that the climate and- the gener­

al beauty of the country appealed to them much more than did

the type of life that they had led in the city before moving

to the farm. This does not speak well for the lives of the

teslan llmlgrants In their homeland, for according to toer-

ican standards they did not live well at all, when they first

Cane into Ulster and Sullivan.
One factor renains to he considered that ^perhaps

as important-as anything that has been said oefore. 1-

Wgration commission states the following briefly a

Clsely without attempting any elaboration:

"Hebrews of the second generation a

1 ------------------- it pp. 69"84,
^•s» Immigration Commission, op.*  -2i— ’



-188-

little more with the natives than th
migrants; very few of them remSr?™ ?uder im~
Of:their parents, and as soon as th the farms '
enough to go to work they seek are 011New York City."1’ y eeK emPloyment in

This fact nxns throng the history of the

riculture in every state that he settled. The young people

were never satisfied with farming as a life’s work for them_

selves. For that matter, their parents did not care to have

them continue in it either, for we find no record of a Jewish

farmer objecting to the transfer of his son or daughter to the

city to find work there. This condition existed despite the

strong ties of the Jewish family which are well-known and rec­

ognized by historians. It boils down to the fact that the

young Jewish man or woman, did not care for farm life and had

no intention to continue in it from the time he first became

aware of possibilities for employment and advancement in the

city.

rensselaer county
(NE7 YORK.)

Turning now to Rensselaer county we find that Jew

farmers first settled there in 1904. They located

011 cheap land, purchased at prices from $20 to $75 p

Rensselaer county the surface of the land is uneven an^

the central and eastern portions of the county being

The Kinderhook creek runs through the county and the
Wat + other small streams furnisn
atered by it to a fair extent. Othe

X cit -P • *R’S. Immigration Commission, OJ2.« —
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Manual. PP- 583-504-

water power which has been harnessed ani la ,

we hills of the district He the"'

psantlooke Swanp, west of the center of the county covers ser

eral hundred acres. The soil is claylsh and gravelly and is

snderlain by a hardpan formation of rock. Tto Baln proauots

of the county are rye. buckwheat, and dairy products.1'

The Jewish settlement in Sensselaer was located about

twelve miles from Albany. In 1908 there were forty fanning

families on the land. On the whole, the section is well fitted

for agriculture although the soil has become worn out from con­

tinuous farming without the use of fertilizers. The lavish

farmers in 1908 were raising buckwheat and rye along with

fruit and berries. They ignored dairying during the early

stages of their development because of the investment required

in a dairy herd which they could not afford when they first

started farming in 
2.

the area.

Later on they took up dairying and met with good

What the district lacks in excellent soils is madesuccess
UP by its proximity to good markets and efficient transport­

lion to those markets. Both railroad and trolley systems

We^e running in good condition by 1908 thus insuring the farm-

easy access to the cities around about where they could

^ket their products.3* Troy and Albany were not far.from

the settlement and New York could be reached by boa .
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them.

of about fifteen

was

a good

within

have been quite

agricultural exis-

In Onondaga

and in raising

good, and was not situated too far

2*
’ J^.I.A.S

Report, 1909, p. f-
Report, 1910, P» • 

ONONDAGA COUNTY

(EW YORK)

Although the first Jewish farmer in Rensselaer

county c8iae in 1895 remained there permanently, the real

ettlenient of the county by Jews did not come until 1904

when there was an influx of Jews into the district.1* Up

to I914 the Jewisli farmers in Rensselaer county had met with

deal of success. They were situated on good land,

easy access of markets and the future augured well for 

Onondaga county, where geographical characteristics

are much the same as Rensselaer, had one fairly important

Jewish settlement before 1914. This was the group of Jewish

farmers around Syracuse. Eere they had come in around 1904

and had remained to grow into a settlement
2.

Jewish families by 1910.

The Jewish farmers near Syracuse

successful. They have carried on a purely

tehce as have the farmers in Rensselaer county.

the farmers have engaged mainly in dairying
tlle fodder consumed by their cattle. Their market, jrr

their farms to work

hardship in the or expensive transportation. They re-

'elved fair prices for their dairy products in Syracuse
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while the prices were not as hl0l they

tl0M of the state, this was compensated for by the farmers

mowing their own feed which lowered the cost of production

They also made use of the fitness of the soil for alfalfa and

hay and raised a good deal of It, using it for feed in addition

to the wild grasses and meadow land in which the cattle graeed?

In addition to the use of alfalfa for cattle feed

the good limestone soil enabled the farmer to raise a suf-
of

ficient amount of the crop to be able to offer some/it for 

sale also.

Newcomers to the section found lack of capital and

inexperience quite a handicap but were able to overcome these

two major difficulties in time. Their neighbors have been

helpful to them in getting them started, and by 1914 there was
2.

a prosperous Jewish farming community, near Syracuse.

In addition to the Jewish farmers living in and near

Syracuse there are also some within a short distance of Manli­

us New York. Here too they engaged, in this early period,

in dairying. Two other settlements which were started

same general time as Syracuse were located within a few miles

of Rochester, not far from Honeoye Falls m the general vicin

ity of Batavia. These are respectively m uenessee and

3.
counties.

J.A.I.A.S. Report, 1910, P- 8'
Levine, on. cit ,~7 P« 96 ♦

3. Ibid. -----
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corn, LOBO ISLMI)

during the period from I860 to 1914

cern ourselves,

in King’s Park.

cal character with

productivity. The

the early American

centers. The land

The last effort at Jewish farming in New York state

with which we shall con-
took place on Long Island, in Suffolk county,

This is an area of much diversity in physi-

lands running from high to low in natural

region has been settled since the time of

colonists and is situated near large urban

is undulating and is interrupted occasion­

ally by hilly morains. Soils are mainly sandy and not too 

well fitted for general agricultural use. Occasional moder­

ately productive loams and silt loams are found. The dis-
1.

trict has a warm summer and a fairly long growing season.

This land in Suffolk county interested the Jewish

Agricultural and Industrial Aid Society in 1904. The So­

ciety in that year purchased 275 acres of land in King’s Park]

Paying a total of $40 and acre for the land and the improve­

ments that went into it. Later, an additional tract of 225

acres was purchased by the Society. The land was at the time

ab°ut a two hours drive from New York City. When purchased

bad upon it a dwelling sufficient for the housing of three

°r four families besides barns and outbuildings o± various

The buildings were not in very good repair when the

S°ciety took over in 1904. One-fourth of the land that was

Phased had been in cultivation up to the time of purchase

^though the original owner had been not too successful with

°micsS‘ ^Partment of Agriculture, Dep’t. of Agricultural Ecoj

s> op. cit.
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the growing of crops in the area.1’

£e Industrlal
purchased King’s Park to be used as a +

as a xarm settlement for
Javlsh raring families who had not had experience In farm

practice before. They were to be placed on the rare In a

group and taught agricultural methods by employees ot the so­

ciety. After they had completed theprescribed course on the

land at King’s Park they were theoretically ready to go out

on their own land and to begin practical farming themselves.2’

Mr. F. Schmidt was hired as superintendent in 1904

and was put in charge of the fam. rhe families were to re­

port to him on the ground and houses would be given to them

which they would be allowed to use during the length of their

stay on the farm. A nominal rental fee was made for the

houses that they received and for the small plot of ground that

was turned over to them for their use. It was understood by

the families who came to King’s Park that if the man of the

family was discharged from the faim because of incapacity

inadaptability for faun, work the land was to be surrendered

. 3.
to the society.

Usual wages for a day laborer were to be paid.

aen who were learning agricultural methods on the experimen

Instruction was to be given in farm methods, in dairy-

inS. poultry raising, and truck farming, which wer
ried on by Jew-

c°mmon branches of farming that were being * 3 

J’A.I.A.S. Report, 1904, p. 14.

3* JSd.



-194-

ish farmers at the time.

The settlement, which tecuM tao.,m

Hea4 consisted of 500 acres of land i„ 1905 The (o
tai purchase price of the land and buildlngs was ”

The buildings, which were old and out of repair had to be

fixed up at a cost of another ,2,000 to the society. The to­

tal expenditure provided houses for four families and for the

superintendent. In addition to these houses two double houses

were erected which took care of another four families. A

horse and cow barn was built to accomodate 26 head of cattle.

A granary was set up along with two silos which could be en­

larged to allow for the expansion in the amount of stock that

was owned by the farmers. A dairy building was erected by the

society and a range of chicken houses. These buildings,

which had not been on the land previously, and which were

needed if the land were to be used for the purpose for which

it was intended cost the society J17.000 making a total in­

vestment of ^33,700 for Indian Head Haim.
But after all these expenditures and lofty ambitions

to instruct Jewish farmers in the methods of successful agri

culture through actual experience, the farm did not pro

a success. In more than one way the farm proved unsuccess-

ful. It did not train Jewish farmers adequately and efficien

1y, and moreover, it discouragedmmore men than it

t0 eo back to the soil. The district was not particula

J’ J»A.I.A.S. Report,
J.A.I.a.S. Report, 

1904, p.
1905, PP

itt.
. 15-16.
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operated by

28 men with

years

the Jewish A{

their families

suitable for agrlouiture ae we have already seen H wa
a wom-out area that had been famed for may ye’K. ZL

ably the only reason that the original owner of the'laud^d

sold It was to get off lam that he realized was no longer

fitted for agriculture without large expenditures for ter-

tilizers, and without giving the land a good rest for a num­

ber of years which he could not afford to do.

By 1908 the lavish Agricultural and Industrial Aid

Society was ready to give up the farm as a bad investment.

Up to that time there had been no success at all in growing

crops or even of raising poultry. The superintendent had had

poor material to work with, for men who have never farmed be­

fore can barely make a success even when they have expert in­

struction, and it is extremely doubtful whether Schmidt was

an expert. As an experiment to adapt family men who had a

penchant for farming to the actual work of agriculture the

scheme was a failure. The experiment was therefore discon­

tinued in 1908, but the land was to be kept under cultivation

to preserve

In the four

the value of the investment that had been made.

that the land had been worked and the farm

agricultural and Industrial Aid Society,

had been graduated from the farm

had been placed on forms of their own, or as hired farm­

lands/’
In 1910 the Society made its last report on the Indian

1- J‘A.I.A.S. Report, 1908, p. 39.
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Head Test Farm. Statistically speaking 405 of the

on the farm were considered by the Society to

isfactory graduates. However, the net educational

not felt by the Society to warrant the continuance

expensive project. .

men placed

been sat-

results were

of a rather

The net cost of the experiment was $36,853.52 .

This was an average expenditure of over $9,000 a year. The

total number of families placed on the farm during the entire

period of its existence was 58. Of the number of men who

successfully graduated from the farm and were placed on farms 

as independent farmers, nine failed, making a total of nine­

teen men who really came out of the experiment with something

to show for the time they had spent on the land. A cost of

almost $2,000 per family settled on the test farm was entirely

too high to warrant the continuance of the project. When one 

considers that $1,000 would have settled a family very com­

fortably on farm land that was known to be productive, it may

be appreciated how poor an investment had been made by the

Jewish Agricultural and Industrial Aid Society. The Society

wise in admitting its mistake and in not continuing to

throw good money after bad. This is the first and

Perimental farm for adults that was run by Jews during
entire history of the American Jew in agriculture^

This concludes the account ot the
‘«e in Kw york state up to 1914. The recent history o e

^ith tarners In this state will he dealt with later

Paper.
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—ENGLAND STATES

From 1880 t0 1914 too Kw Engl8na States

sceM of an iwense amount of Jewish aottvity la

Connecticut and Massachusetts were the states most widely

settled and it is these states that we shall now concern our-

selves with.

Jewish farmers in New England did not meet with

much success in their labors during the early period of their

history in this area. The earliest farmers, settled by the

Baron de Hirsch Fund, had a sad history. Those who depended 

purely upon agriculture for their support were not able to

last very long. This was due in large part to the poorness

of the soil and to the inexperience of the farmers in making

"A few years ago therewerea• n^Je^iaSa11
farming colonies establsihed in the Hi^ch Fund.
States by the trustees of the Baron deg that were
Their history is a very sad one. Those that
agricultural did not last very 1 ^•fac-tUring did
had some opportunities for ligh arious existence
a little better, but only l®d ® P still existing to-
at best. Practically all of them been fully
day need more or less assistance. cannot be turned
demonstrated that recent imra?-sraJil gince they have
into successful tillers of phe reason to
been reared in cities, nor is J* pt has also been
believe that their children c ’nd that the
demonstrated fully, on the oth Russian are e -
children of these immigrants^iotaoiy

the best of what little the land had to offer them.

In 189 7 the following paragraph appeared in the

American Israelite describing the general situation in the

New England states:
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ceedingly apt at acquiring mechanical trades.
Tt would therefore seem that after supplying
the first needs of the absolutely sick or des­
titute the best use that the Hirsch money could
be pat to would be to enlarge the capacity for
usefulness of the existing trade and technical
schools and the establishing of new ones. We
trust that no more money will be uselessly frit­
tered away in agricultural experiments.”

This is a significant article to appear in the

Israelite. The editors of the paper had been among the first

to encourage the Russian emigrant to get into agriculture as 

fast as possible, viewing agriculture as the saving power for 

all of the Jews who had been forced to leave Russia because

of the pogroms. But the attitude of the paper changed again

in two years in its report of the situation of Jewish farmers

in the New England states in 1899.

At that time an investigation brought out the fact

that the Jewish farmers who settled on farms in the New Eng­

land states had bought farms that had been abandoned by the

original settlers. The American Israelite made editorial com­

ment at that time to assure the American public that the farms

should not have been classed, strictly speaking, as abandoned

farms because they were not abandoned because of unproductive-

ness. According to the Israelite abandonment was caused by

the death or the old age of the original settlers and the

Allure of their children to take up where they had left off.

The children of these people were often willing to sell

land at a sacrifice in order to get into the city. Tney had

bec°ae tired of farm life and felt that it no longer ofiered

^erican Israelite, April 8, 1897.
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wem a ohanee to earn a living comensurate wlth t. ,
they could earn in the city. Therefore th t "k1011

e’ the Jewish immigrants
vere able to buy up this land which frequently had iarge

ran, houses and good and substantial outbuildings upon it

The Jew had been accustomed to carrying on dairying on a snail

scale. With the purchase of the larger New Sngland fams he

was able to carry on his dairying on a much larger scale than

before. By 1899, 600 Jewish farmers had been assisted by the

Baron de Hirsch Fund. The farmers themselves at this time

had over $1,000,000 of their own money invested in the land

which they had purchased. Besides the Baron de Hirsch Fund

capital they borrowed another $1,250,000 which they were al-
1.

so using in the investment.

Generally speaking, the New England farmers by 1907

had managed to improve their conditions. They had, at this

time, turned almost exclusively to dairying with some atten­

tion paid to poultry raising and tobacco growing in certain

sections of the area. Some of the farmers were still engaged

exclusively in the summer boarding business which was ' g

discouraged by the Jewish Agricultural and Industrial Aid S

ciety as being extremely risky when carried on mdepende
2.

Sgricultural enterprises.

The following table will
Il«ure Of the agricultural activities of the Jews in t .

^laud states, namely Connecticut and Massachusetts:

2*  ^erican Israelite, October 19, 1899.
’ J»A.I.4.sT-RepOrt; 1907, p. 13.
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CONCLUSIONS FOR NEW ENGLAND

=—AyO”___ farmins th An
pay­
ers.

Number
of farm­
ers re­
ported
by JAIAS
1909.in­
cluding
Norwich.

-Date
General of
location found­

ing

Total fariilins ?entary conomic con­
fabs ^COme ^of '
farms from— farmers>

nn. 11-12.
i*  U«S. Immigration Commission, o£« A. —”

£bid.

In addition to the settlements included in the above

table the Jewish Agri mil tural and Industrial Aid Society repor-

te<i other groups of Jewish farmers as follows: "Near Hartford,

32>‘ Stepney, Connecticut, 58; Cornwall Bridge Connecticut^ 20;

Sandisfieid, Massachusetts, 68; others in New England, 111.

Chester­
field and
vicinity,
Niantic,
Salem? anc
Montville.

1877-
1893

1

. 164 93 80 Dairying Summer Poor.
and gen- board-
eral
farming.

ers.

Colches­
ter and
vicinity,
East Had­
dam.

1893 183 86 79 Dairying
and gen­
eral
farming.

Summer Few make more
board- than their
ers. subsistence.

Near Wil­
limantic.

1900 31 25 18 General
farming

None Fair

Ellington 1904
and vici­
nity.

40 26 21 Tobacco
and dai­
rying.

None Rather prosper­
ous outlook.

Hollistdn
Medway, &
Millis,
Massachu­
setts-.

1890 51 34 39 General
crops.

.Tunk Not very
ped- prosperous.
dling,
board*-
ers ,etc.____________ _

TOTAL 758 264 237’ 1.
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From this more or less

of the Jew in agriculture in New

ticular phase of his agricultural

8eneral ~edPleture

S”81”4 let - turn to a par-

activity, that in Connecticut.

CONNECTICUT.

Connecticut was originally considered so important

from an agricultural standpoint that it was labeled the '.pro­

vision State" by General Washington during the American Bevo-

lution. Since that time Connecticut has seen its agriculture

gradually supplanted by industrial activity until, at the pre­

sent time, comparatively little agriculture is carried on in

the State. Fabulous stories of the fertility of the soil of

the Connecticut Valley stimulated early English colonization

in this section. The first crops that were grown by the col­

onists were tobacco, onions, and oak trees from which oak

staves were made. Cattle raising soon followed. All of these

enterprises in agriculture were highly successful druing the

early development of the United States. Today tobacco is the

outstanding cash crop. For more than a century some of the

test wrapper leaf in the world has been produced in Connecti­

on. where the yield is high the usual rotation on soil where

tobacco is grown is potatoes and corn followed by tobacco.

local markets absorb all of the corn and potatoes that are

+ a The central valley loams8rown, while the tobacco is exported. Th ,

tobacco growing. Vegetables also grow suoces
>-oo soils and they are used as a rotation crop by some to 
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w00 today. Berries grow well on saniT ,

ery is well fitted for the heavier soils. On

that are operated on a oo^eroial basis toaay, J

important activity. Poultry raising has been on the Hjerease

m Connecticut although during the early period with which we

are concerned it was not of great importance. Chief among the

difficulties that beset the Connecticut farmer was the high

cost ofliving in a state where industry was the most important

activity of the people. Correlative with that fact is the

inevitable rise of taxes on land that had become industrial­

ized. The farmer has seen his land go up in value but not in

productiveness. The area of farm land that is workable com­

pared to that which has to be left fallow is comparatively

great in this state. In fact, the area of land that can be

worked on almost any farm is so small as to obviate the nec­

essity of using machinery in cultivation or in harvesting.

Normal expansion of fam land in this state has been further

restricted by the purchase of cultivated land by the larg

power and water companies preventing private fanners

tilling as much land as possible in the growing of crops. .

But despite all these difficulties the farmer in Conn .

Bas not done badly, f The one factor that has enaol

Beep on his feet is his proximity to mar e . >

^freight costs, he is able
a11 the advantages that he lacks.Jjy utilizi^^ on as

SUch a way as to produce the most expe culture that
1U*le  land as possible he has built up an agri 



-203-

is unique in its monetary value!/’

There are few places more

barrsn than the height of land, that runs r~—■*• ’-

the state east of the Connecticut Valley and

tral part of Tolland County, the western part of New London

ty and the eastern sections of Middlesex County.

Bits of the ridges in New London, where natural drainage carries

water away from the land in various directions is the largest ...

and oldest of the Jewish colonies in Connecticut.

r°ugh, stony, broken, aM

north and south through

—■ including the cen-

Coun-

On the sum-

.almost all of the men who bought land during 1891 in

Jewish farm areas in Connecticut engaged in dairying. This

field of agriculture was chosen because the land was not fer­

tile enough to make market gra'dening profitable. It was fer­

tile enough, however, for each farmer to raise what fodder he

needed for his dairy herds and for the potatoes and vegetables
3.

that his family required for their own use.
The farms which were purchased by Jews during 1891

and 1892 were generally bought by a payment of one-third to

one-half in cash to the owner of the land previous to the

Jewish farmer*a  accession. pThe balance of the money was
tied up in a mortgage that ran at from 5% to 6$. Later on t

Baron de Sirs ch Fund came to the aid of some of these farme

by ^financing them and making their interest rates Hah

The Procedure involved the paying off of the mortgage

J*  Connecticut, A Guide to its Rc
?ers3f-th airZfl Writers Pro

>le; by rjughton Miff

cit., PP. 13-12'
260.
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as slowly as they wished. In ad-

Baron de Hirsch Fund was a much more

than a bank or a farmer who both

Baron de Hirsch Fund to the original

tbe bank which had taken •

Then, the money which in i

waS financed under a new ;

est payments of about 4$.

feature of the procedure.

many of the cases was the

his principal payments as

the contract.

plans made allowances for this inability and permitted the farm­

ers to pay off their debts

dition to this factor, the

benevolent mortgage holder

needed ready cash and could not afford to wait for it until

the Jewish farmer could pay conveniently and without crippling

himself. The Fund was not in business, and all that it wanted

was to get its money out of the investment. This aid from the

Baron de Hirsch Fund was invaluable to farmers who were just

beginning to establish themselves on the land and needed help

to Set through trying periods of adjustment and experimentatto

In April, 1891, there were 2,376 acres of fam land

0,'tea and operated by nineteen Jewish Immigrant families m the

State of Connecticut. These farns had cost ^20,800, of wh

?5-W0 had been paid in cash. The total Jewish farming popu-

, IM? the amount oi
lation at this time was 143. By January, ’

ri to 7 843 acres,
owned by the Jewish farmers had increase > ting.

°f »'hlch 1,420 acres had been cleared ana prepare

owners of the land or to
the mortgages over for the owners.

effect had been ioaned to the farmer

agreement which usually bore inter-

This was not, however, the main

The problem originally involved in

j inability of the farmer to pay off

i fast as was required by the terms of

The Baron de Hirsch Fund in its refinancing
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NEV LONDON COUNTY

NOR,71 CH AND NEJ LONDON.

the nearby

?’ j^G-sh Encyclopedia, Vol.

Although these families

the land they were

than they had been

Placed on

the mills

Wei>e not satisfied to remain

Jewish agricultural colonization in Connecticut began

in 1891 with the settlement of three Jewish families at New

London and Norwich.

and were settled on

Hebrew Charities of

was, at the time, being assisted by

This is probably the reason for the

011 the land instead of finding work
2.

cities.

I, pp. 259-S60-

Tnis land had been purchased at a total c— -

tfhi°h $36,050 had been paid at the time. (1892)

ter, 1899, there were 600 Jewish farmers in the New

states, most of them being located in Connecticut.

invested a total of $1,100,000 in cash and bn a

$1,250,000.

dealt with in reference to their specific histories. There

were many small settlements in various sections of the State.

Y/e shall also mention these in our consideration of specific
1.

colonies.

The United Hebrew Charities

the Baron de Hirsch Fund.

settlement of these people

for them in

to have been

; closer to

But these
England woolen «1U«

were supposed 1

in reality only put

previously*

in the NW :

cost of $89,600 of

-) By Decem-

England

They had

mortgaged about
The main settlements of Jewish farmers will be

These families were Russian immigrants

the land through the efforts of the United

New York City.
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and so they saved their money with the intention of pur­

chasing more land as soon as they were able. With the land

that they would have then acquired they wanted to begin their

lives all over again as farmers. They were helped in their

ambition by the Baron de Hirsch Fund which gave them the nec­

essary assistance to buy up the abandoned farms that appeal­

ed to them after they had saved some of their own money and

felt that they ■were in the proper position to change their

occupation. The land that they purchased at this time was

located near Norwich.

The land in this vicinity is largely hilly or roll­

ing. Many sections are steep and very stony, particularly

those regions which have been settled for any length of time.

A large part of the land is even today in forest largely be­

cause there is no better use to which land of this unproduct­

ive type may be put. Abandonment of farms has occurred in

this district as in many other sections of Connecticut. Con­

ditions are not at all favorable to agriculture, but dairying

and certain types of agriculture that may be artificially

stimulated may be carried on.

CH1ESTERFIELD

In 1892 a man by the name of Hayyim Pankin who h

been working in a mill in New London bought a iarm near C

lerfield. This was about eight miles from bis former Place 

l-.V.S. Department at Agriculture, Bureau of Agricultural icon

0DHCS, Pit.
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of employment. He was assisted in his enterprise by the

Baron de Eirsoh Fund. Pankin had had no experience in agri­

culture or in doing any work but that of an unskilled mill

worker when he started in to farm.

Within a few months there were 28 families in the

in the neighborhood. These families had followed Pankin be­

cause of his glowing accounts of the new life that he was

leading and because of the difficulties of mill work. Work

in the mills seemed to these enterprising people as vastly .

inferior to the type of life that was open to them on the farm.

In addition to these families, the heads of which had all been

working together with Pankin, a number of families who had

been employed in a rubber mill in Colchester, Connecticut,

also bought land in the neighborhood. They too were Russian

immigrants. Before the influx of the Pankin group some well-

to-do Russian immigrants from South Russia, among them Alexis

Pincus, purchased land in the vicinity. These people were

able to buy relatively good farms for they had the necessary

capital. They were also able to purchase dairy herds and
1.

adequate equipment.
The farms of the immigrants in the Chesterfield sec­

tion varied from 40 to 200 acres. In reality, however, the

farming area was much smaller, for not all of the land coul

be cultivated because of the stoniness of the soil an

la?ge amount in woodland or in wild pasture. Much of

American Jewish Yearbook, 5673, pp. 82 90’
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of the rapid rise

there had been in New

thatimmigrant settlers

purchased for as low as
,^6.00 and acre when it was bought in lots of 100 acres or

more. One-half was paid for in cash, and one-half was mort­

gaged at &c/o interest. The money which had been borrowed from

ms overgrown with brush ana covered with tt„S8. Protelly

not more than one-sixth or the land was cleared at this ear­

ly aate. Seldon was more than 515.00 an acre paid tor land,

and a good deal or it cost the purchaser less than 510.00.

Fortunately for the Jew there was none

in real estate prices in this State as

York when the owners of the land found

were trying to come in. Some land was

the Baron de Sirs ch Fund at an early date to purchase the orig-
1.

inal land was secured by second mortgages.

According to the report of the United States Immi­

gration Commission there were a number of farmers in the vi­

cinity before Hayyim Pankin and his friends came. "Six had

bought or leased land in the vicinity of Colchester and Ches­

terfield in 1890 and 1891. In April, 1891, there were 19

farms consisting of 2,376 acres operated by Hebrews." Most

of the farmers settling in this section had come from New

York but one or two had been in the country around the dis­

trict as peddlers. Frequently peddlers were so enthus

the type Of life that they saw on the farms that they visi

- e<i that they could not rest until they themselves had

en°ugh money from their peddling to buy farms and settledown

43 f p&s
Ibid. Imigratlon Commission, £2*  pp* 
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also. Few of the Jews who settled at thi<? tin,
11 ls time on the land

near Chesterfield had ever been farmers before
• come or thesn

had been influenced by newspaper advertisements to take up

farming, others took it up because anything seemed better to

them than their life in the city. "There were Hebrew owners

in Salem and Montville townships as early as 1887, but for all

practical purposes the foundation of the settlement may be da­
ted 1890." ’ By January, 1892, there were 52 farms aggregating

7,843 acres with a total of 1,420 acres of cleared land. These

farms were operated by 491 Jewish farmers, or an average of
2.

about nine people to a farm in Connecticut.

The problem of feeding all these people during the

beginnings of their settlement on the land was quite a serious 

p* U.S. Immigration Commission, op,. cit • » 

one. It was not handled properly or efficiently and because

of this factor many of the early settlers were compelled to

leave the land that they had take# up. By the fall of 1894

out of twenty-eight families that had taken up land settle­

ments originally there were only fifteen left on their farms.

The rest had gone back to the cities or the near by towns

where they took up, once more, the mill work which they thought
3.

they were leaving forever.
The value of the property of the J^lsh farmets of

Chesterfield when they took up the settlement there was
‘iMtea at $20,800 in 1891. At this time there had been paid
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ln cash 45,840. By January, 1893> the

farmers in the area amounted to $89 600 +u ■
> • ui mis amount

j36,050 had been paid in cash by the early pMt Qf

1899 the value and anount of the investment had lnoreasea once

mre. At this tine there had been purchases made to the anount

of 42,350,000 worth of land which was paid for partially, i.e.,

$1,100,000.

At the close of 1894 there were 33 families in the

Chesterfield colony. The early days of life in the colony

were quite different than they had been pictured by the en­

thusiastic settlers. Hardships made the early period quite

difficult. The colonists showed a different attitude than 

those who settled in the New Jersey colonies and seemed more

independent. It was unfortunate that agriculture was in such

a depressed condition generally in the district for the Jew­

ish farmers. In some cases the difficulties which had plagued

the non-Jewish farriers for such a long time compelled the

Jews to give up their farms and to abandon farming altogether,
2.

in the district.

Grain raising was not suited for the area and was

hot profitable. The requirements for the profitable

of grain involve a great deal of cheap land that can

v&ted mechanically. In this area the farmers were not

^chase large tracts of land because in the first place there

none for sale, and in the second place they would have

1 '-------------------- . 13-43» passim.
2* Immigration Commission, on. cit., PP*
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too expensive even 11 they could have been

}6.00 or?6.00 an acne. The Host deterrent Iaotor m the hah

conditions tor grain raising in any large quantities was the

hilliness and. general ruggedness of the land. This type of

land could not be plowed with gang plows nor could it be

harvested with combines because machinery was too cumbersome

to be handled easily over rough ground, particularly during

the early development of agricultural mechanization when most

of the farm equipment was horse drawn.

Hay production was largely problematic, some years

a good stand of hay could be raised. Other years spelled

failure for any attempt on the part of the farmer to grow a

decent supply for his own use with perhaps a small surplus for

sale. In the early days of the settlement market gardening

was also a field of agriculture that could not be carried

on successfully. During the first few years of development

bad roads led to Chesterfield and the goods had to be labor­

iously hauled down steep hills by horse and wagon. This lim­

ited the amount of produce that could be taken at one time and

wasted much of the farmers’ time in the effort of taking

crops into the city. If this were not enough to discourage

^e farmer from any extensive market gardening the xp

fertiii2er that had to be used would have been reaso

in itself, it has already been mentioned that the
i of fertilize1011

w°rn out in this area and required a great
‘e able to produce crops. Coupled with the expense o 
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cr0p3 and the difficulty of taking them to „rket the

soon found that they could not successfully eugage in

gardening or in truck gardening in Chesterfield.

Throughout the early yeara of the

tlement in Chesterfield a rather interesting and paradoxical

development was taking place in land investment. Frequently

a Jewish settler would buy land and live on it for a few years.

At the end of two or three years, perhaps a bit more, he would

see that he had made a rather serious mistake in thinking that

the land would be able to support him adequately, or make a

fair living for himself and his family. Therefore he would

sell the land to another city man who was wil 1 ing t0 try his

luck on a faim. The original farmer, however, was not willing

to part with his property without allowing his investment to

bring back some small profit to him. In his sale of land to

the new farmer he saw to it that he made a few dollars on the

deal. In the meantime the land had not been improved. The

Jewish farmers had usually been unable to put in any of the

much needed fertilizer and the already iimpoverished land had

become worse offthan when they had acquired it. This procedure

was not only carried on once. The second man, and even the

third purchaser would get off the land when he found an oppor­

tunity to do so, always making sure of his own investment,

n°t taking a loss. Perhaps we should not make such abS°1U*̂

statements. This process of land sale was not . iently to

a want into agriculture. But it was done suffi°

it noticeable to government agents who saw
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land that was becoming poorer-and poorer being

er and higher prices. Of cpurse there finaiiy

and the last farmer that had purchased the land had 

for high-

on end,

to take
the loss on it that had been foisted onto him from mny farm.

ers beforehand. This was one very good reason for the unpop.

I.ularity of Connecticut and Chesterfield during the early

"days of the Jews’ engagement in agriculture in this country.' 

A concrete instance of the above description is

recorded in the records of the United States Immigration Com-

nission. Taking place for the most part after 1900 the case

went like this:

A farm was purchased by a Jewish farmer around 1895

for about #1,200. This was already a price that was too high 

for land that was so impoverished in its productive qualities.

The land changed hands three times before 1910. The final 

price of the land as sold to the last Jewish farmer that set­

tled on it was #4,000. This was for infertile land, worked over

by three sets of Jews before him, and no one knew how many non-

Jewish farmers before the Jews came into the area.

Kost of the settlers of Chesterfield had money when

^ey came into this colony. Purchasing land immediately on

arrival, it usually took them a long time to become accustomed

n°t only to farming, but to the particular type oi farming

was required by the area. Because of the difficulties that

th®y found in agriculture, many of them turned to different

. come ran small
on the land which they had purchased.

+ a., ti ps and workigg‘^Ihg shops, taking piece work 01116

. + pp, 13-43.
2*  j^^Iminigration Commission, og. £i_.» 
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on it at their farm houses. One or two ran butcher

while others worked as farm laborers for their Jewish an/

Gentile neighbors who had the money to pay them. in the

last instance, at least, they found- a fairly steady income

besides learning agricultural methods as they were working.1’

Then a new industry started, an industry which was

much more lucrative in a good year than farming could ever hope

to be. This industry was the summer boarding industry which

we have already discussed in some detail. Through the income

that the farmers made from their boarding they were able to

satisfy their ambitions to have their children pursue their

higher educations. Some of the children of these farmers went

to the State Agricultural College, but usually they had seen

too much of the seamy side of agriculture to be interested in

it as a life work for themselves. Despite the poverty and

the hard struggle that the Jewish farmers had in this area they

were good citizens and ambitious for the improvement of the
2.

community and for their own welfare.

The settlement at Chesterfield developed with vary­

ing degrees of rapidity. Of the settlers who had originally

come to the area prior to 1894 not many were there in

We have already intimated as much in our consideration of the

Problem of the constant speculative sale of land

Upon the development of the boarding md

, ________
2* Immigration Commission, op. cit., PP*

• jipid,
’ J^d.
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group of farmers in the area increased materially.

Although the Jewish farmers recognized at an early

perloa in the history of their settlement at Chesterfield that

dairying was the best field of operations for them they were

not able to carry this on successfully. This due

general characteristics of the land. Parts of this area ape

and were at the time when, the Jews settled them, so barren

of vegetation and so incapable of producing anything more than

scrub and brush that ten acres would not even support a cow.

Thus, hay for the cattle was difficult to grow and the winter

feeding problem was acute. The farmers could not afford to

buy hay and feed that was necessary for them to have, and

when their hay crops failed because of lack of rain or other

reasons, they had to get rid of their cows or watch them starve

during a rigorous New England 'winter. "In some instances

the feed bill and the checks received for milk balance each

other." ’ Obviously this was no way to carry on a successful

type of agriculture.

Orchards offered a possibility to the farmers but

the Jews did not seem particularly interested in this type

w agriculture. Although the land wold support trees and

“>e valley would give them the necessary protection during the

“rly frosts, the Jews did not care to plant trees end wait

tor their Investment to grow. They wanted to see
quickly, and would not wait five or ten years until

’ Immigration Commission, on. olt« > Ph 
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tegan to bear fruit.

The Jewish farmers were siifihtw . +
-Lightly interested in poul

try raising at this time, but did not go intn
t,o into it as exten-

slTOly as they did later on. Them gentlle Miehtors

nooks of birds in some eases. But the Jews, when they 1M in

„est in nooks or poultry did not haTe my

ly because or their inability to recognise ailments among their

chiekens and to cure them. Anything that required an amount

of former experience was doomed to failure so far as the Jew­

ish farmers were concerned.

The agricultural methods employed by the Jewish

farmer were probably to some degree responsible for his rather

poor condition on the soil in this area. During his early

settlement on the soil he worked almost exclusively by hand,

even using a flail to thresh the wheat he grew. Sowing was also

done by hand. The Jew was accused of sloppy agricultural meth­

ods by the government inspectors who stated that the ploughing

that the Jewish farmer did was not well done. There was an at­

tempt to get the work done , quickly with little or no regard to

the quality of it. This showed up later in the poor harvests
2.

°f the Jewish farmers.
According to the Immigration Commission the Jewish

farmer of theday suffered by comparison with the Gentile far

mer in the Chesterfield and Colchester area. In part

to the Gentile farmer’s owning the best land which he w

1’ U<s. Immigration Commission, o£. cit., PP» 13
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unwilling to sell. The Commission report stated that the

farms of the non-Jews were more neatly kept and that better

produce was raised, showing more care in the tending of

crops of animals.

’’It is not hard to pick out the Hebrew and
immigrant farms....There isseldom a clean, tidy
or unlittered yard, a well painted house, a care­
fully kept lawn, or many of the evidences of
thrift and prosperity that make New England homes
a pleasure to look upon. ...Very rarely is there
found a Hebrew who takes pride in the appearance
of his place; shabbiness is all-pervasive....
Their aim is to get the money out of the farm with
the least possible outlay, in other words, to ex­
ploit the farm. As a rule the American farmers are
considered above the Hebrew in point of intelli­
gent farming and in the disposal of the products
of the farm." •

Despite the struggle that the Jewish farmers had in

Keeping their holdings together and in managing to make a liv­

ing off the land, they lived fairly well with respect to food.

Although the boarders added little more than $500.00 a year

to the income of the farmer they helped to keep him going, and,

what was more important, made it possible for him to keep cat­

tle, The dairy herds were a source of food for the farmers

during the winter when the boarders were no longer with them.

lhese boarders were largely composed of middle-class Jews who

c°uid not afford a more luxurious vacation, and went into

the nearby mountains in an effort to get away from the city

for a short time.2’

In general, the table that was set by the

2* ■'•ttnigration Commission, oj>. cit., PP» 13 
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—„ ---------—- «lAxxveo uue i an
not been rendered much more productive, and
been said, the hio-HoT*  ■trains-. — -
speculative.
t’ - - - - — —— v««xi, xxie unau
on which he spent his summer vacation, is likely to
compare land values with those in the vicinity of
New York City, rather than with the actual product­
ivity of the farm. The shrewd seller knows this and
--.k.-.- mjct if it. The Hebrews have introduced
-- ----- ------ - ’ ‘ ’ In fact,

imitators
farming. In
moral, and

They are

FAIRFIELD COUNTY

STEPNEY.

fanner, contained more variety of foods „
’ ana m°re ana better

food than that of a more prosperous non-JMlsI1 faM<5r 1-

The moral tone of the lavish colonies was hi a,. IhePe

were no thefts or petty crimes. The only trouble that aid oc­

cur was that of boundary disputes or cattle trespassing over

the land of a neighbor.

". The advent of the Hebrew has not been of
great material benefit to this section of the State
They took up exhausted fams and a declining decav­
ing agriculture. In most instances the farm have

-yudcxcd much more productive, and, as has
the higher values are in a large measure

The ?itY Hebrew, eager to get out into
the country on a pice of land of his own, like that
on which he spent his summer vacation, is likely to
compare land values with those in the vicinity of
JTow Vni’V Pi 'hir t*q •b/’n or*  4-n o-i «r? 4-v 4--u~ ---- -
ivity of the farm. I
makes the most of it. .   .
no new crops and almost no new methods.
they have not been altogether successful
of the old time farmers in most lines of
some senses they have raised the social,
educational standards of the settlement.
ambitious, if pessimistic, and a good many have more
energy than some of the native stock. Ajnore or less
healthful discontent pervades the communities byt the
desire to get on materially leads to more or less shift­
ing tenures. Very little race prejudice manifests it­
self in business or educational affairs, ihere is a
social race cleavage that is mutually respec e
generally observed. And of course there are .
ligious affiliations with the Gentiles. n g
the Hebrews are respected, especially 0Mnion pre­
tiers, as neighbors and citizens, but the opinion p
vails that the majority are not good larmers.

2* Migration Commission, o£. £15.., pp*
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JeW1Sh C010nieS ln C—cticut also in

Kairrfield county near Bridgeport. Here conditions were al

most identical with those in Chesterfieia and Colchester.

The land was poor, the farmers were inexperienced. Land^pec-
uiation and rapid turnover in ownership went on, and in gen?"

eral an unsatisfactory sort of agriculture was conducted by

the Jewish farmers in this area. The farmers in Fairfield

county worked about fifty farms in 1910 when the U.S. immi­

gration Commission made its survey.

The Jews in Stepney were far better off than those

in many of the other Jewish farming areas in Connecticut. Al­

though the farming region was old, the Jewish farmers who man-

aged to stay on the land for any length of time were not do­

ing badly. Their position was better, at any rate, than that

of the Jews in Cornwall Bridge and Canaan in Litchfield county,
2.

Connecticut.

LITCHFIKT.D COUiTTY.

These groups of Jewish farmers were the most unfor­

tunate of all. While they were in a mountainous section of

the country they could not turn their farms into summer re

sorts because of the inaccessibility of the land.

ttlliness and stoniness of the country-side farming
to carry on successfully and poor markets spoiled

little chance they had after their oiop har

2. ^uuigration Commission, o£.
evme, o£. cit. , pp. 1076108.
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more

Itelr only salvation lay in the construction
OTuia make their 'arms accessible not only t ” Whi°h

. n .. W t° vacationers
hut to enable them to take their produce to market Euoh

easily*

TOLLAND COUNTY

ELLINGTON.

The settlement of Jeee in Ellington township net

With more success than in any other part of Connecticut. This

settlement was located in the Connecticut Valley, north of

Hartford, and extends from Rockville, in Tolland County, north

to Enfield and east to Bloomfield and East Hartflord in Hart­

ford County. The twon of Ellington, near to which most of the

Jewish farmers settled, is about twelve miles from Hartford.

One of the main reasons for the success of the Jew­

ish farmers in this district is that they settled on land that

was adapted for the growing of tobacco, which adaptability was

utilized by the Jews. The credit for the settlement of the

land is due to the research of Hyman Caroline of the staff of

the Jewish Agricultural and Industrial Aid Society who care-.

fully investigated the type of land that was there. Upon his

recc°aendation a different type of Jewish farmer was located

011 this land. They were men who had money to invest,

butting as mucll as ^10,000 into a farm. The men who be

enS&ged in agriculture in this section brought with them

X’ Levihe, op. cjt.. pp< 107-108.
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, He was soon followed by another Jewish farmer who

Groton, Connecticut, near New London. He purchased

Ellington in the same year (1904). More settlers

all men of means, for the land was expensive.

In this section of Connecticut transportation fac­

ilities were good even in the first few years of the twent­

ieth century. The township had been settled by New Engl an

f^ers durlng the early days of the history of the United^

^ates and had been a fine neighborhood for many year

Western part of Ellington township was, and still i

—--- ------
2*  A^S*4 i-^igration Commission, og- Sli’’ PP’
3 fterican Jewish Yearbook, 5673, P-

pp.-105-108.

mounts of money ranging from 00 i,
’ w sPlojOOO

The settlers or the alstx-lot were
,, T . given practical

aavlce by the Jwxsh ^cultural ena Inaustrlal

both as to the purchase or rarrn, ana In fam The

price of the farms that were being purchased by the pros­
pective'settlers was carefull investigated by the experts' of

the Society as were the terms of purchase. Owing to the as­

sistance of the organization very few Jewish farmers invest­

ing in this region paid too much for the hand that they bought.

The action on the part of the Society also prevented specu­

lation which we have observed in other Connecticut settle­

ments fouhded before the organization of the Jewish Agricultur-
2.

al and Industrial Aid Society in 1900.

The settlement near Ellington started in 1904 when

a Colchester farmer sold his farm and bought another one near

Rockville.

came from <

land near

followed, i
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the

corn,

of the

farming region devoted principally to tobacco
country has a diversified contour which 1. ..J”

■ .. . Particularly ad-
opted to the growing or tobacco. There are two groups or

Jewish farmers In this area located on two different ridges

of the sloplnOhills so common In the district „/ iiouiCT, Because
slopes rise gently the land is also usable for tobacco,

and vegetables. The drainage is excellent which is one 

main requirements for the successful cutlivation of tobacco.

The soil is mostly a light sandy loam giving way in places to

a rather heavy clay. There are few stones in any section of

the soil. The sandy soil may be used for potatoes also. The 

clay land was well adapted for corn and hay, but not so well
1.

for tobacco.

In Ellington, vzhich possessed the largest concentra­

tion of Jewish farmers in 1910, tobacco was raised by almost

every farmer. Although the farms were not very large a fair

emount of tobacco was grown by each farmer, proving to be a

much more profitable crop than any other he could grow. The

average acreage of the farms run by Jewish farmers was, in

1910, from six to ten acres. Production of tobacco r g

fro» 1,400 to 2,000 pounds per acre. This was a relatively

hi® Production per acre for the average amount of tobacco^

taised per acre at that time was about 735 pounds. ( , *

a’erage figure for the entire United States taking □

MT!-------------------- Bureau of Agricultural Scon
°McsS* DePari^ent of Agriculture, B

S> 22. cit.
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^1.’°”* as that Which the Jews in EulngtM

on.)

As an example of the type of year tw

pected occasionally in tobacco, the Jewish farffieM ia

ton in 1912 sold *60,000  worth of tobacco. AH „f tM• aaa oi this was
apart from their income from other sources, such as dairying,

which was conducted on^a fairly extensive scale by all Of the

farmers in the county.

During the first few years of settlement in Elling­

ton the Jewish farmers met with many difficulties. Chief among

them were difficulties of climate. Climatic changes, weather

conditions, such as heat, frost, drought, humidity, hail, wind,

to which the tobacco plant is very sensitive brought much dam­

age to the crops of the farmers during the first few years.

Animal pests had to be dealt with, and it took time for the

Jew to learn how to deal with them. After the first few

years of experimentation things went along fairly smoothly.

The Jews used the same farm methods that their neighbors used.

They introduced no innovations since they had learned nothing

of tobacco culture in Europe. The Jewish farmer in

f°hnd that he could plant potatoes along with his tobacco P

raise about 100 bushels an acre. Potatoes were
cash crop because of the probity of the farmer to mar-

let- Outside of the potatoes very few vegetables were gro •

----------- *----------------- 43-54. For com-
Mrat?’ Migration Commission, og- £ii^4^ P’ 536‘
2 statistics see World iiimanac,

* Report, 1912, pp. 39"4U-
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This was true of fruit also. in the di
there were

also some farmers engaged in dairying.

Sone had q«lte extensive farms by 1910

government survey was made. Although the Jewish famers w

rather large dairy herds they did not seen to have any well-

bred cattle. They were simply satisfied to have a large n*.

her of cattle and did not worry about whether their cows and

bulls were prize winners. The bulk of the dairy products

was shipped to Hartford where there was always a good market

for these products.

The Jewish farmers in this area represent the best

type of Jewish agriculturist. Host of them were well-to-do

Russians who had been used to a comfortable life in Russia

before they emigrated to the United States. On the whole they

were able to get along with their Gentile neighbors much easier

than were some of their poorer brethren. Their investments

in the farms, which they purchased were larger, they did more

work, and their returns were better than those of any other

Jews engaged in agriculture at the period. In general

farming efficiency was of an improved and advanced type com­

paring very favorably with that of their Gentile neighbors.

The first two men who settled in this area were
. One of them went

Practical farmers and men of intelUSen • parm-
^■bto dairying which was successfully carrie

•------------- ------------------ 43-54.
2*  ?£?’ -frmnigration Commission, ££.• JU- ’ 



-225-

43-54.

The farm buildings

introduced by the

Their equipment

— that on neigh-

and the permanent

Jewish farmers were

and were built of wood

that they had pur-

ers In the area. The other nan went tato tobacco

cessful In the enterprise. The pronislng

satisfied the Jewish Agricultural ana Industrial .
x Aia- Society

aI1d the organization became more interested in it
in it than it had

teen at' the thinning. The Society ooula see the possibilities

for Jewish farmers In this area not only because opportunities

were offered which did not exist in other parts of the State

but also because the soil problem was discouraging men from

farming in other sections of the State. The men who desired

to start farming in places which were known to be unprofitable

and unsuitable for agriculture had to be placed somewhere. The

new land that was becoming available to men with some capital

meant that people could be kept reasonably close to New York

and could still devote themselves to agriculture.

Because of the capital possessed by the Ellington

Settlers the farms in the area were well-equipped. They were

in much better shape than those of the other Jewish farmers

in the State. The Ellington farmers were: able to buy modern

tann machinery and to constantly improve their equipment thwugh

the good profits that they made in tobacco.

Was frequently more complete and modern than

Coring American farms.

improvements that were

&lso excellent. Their houses were large

stone. Despite the fine farm houses

' ^,s« Immigration Commission, oj>.
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of the

he did

farmers were progressive

onee they caught on. They

not Pay as much

and fences as did

as in other
untidy, as were other

been kept up in better

one that was also

national crop.

not do badly.

On the whole, the Jewish

methods of farm practice,

at all backward in the use of fertilizer and in at-

1 ' '----------------- -t PP« 43654’
2* Immigration Commission, o£. £!-•» 

chased from the original farmers, they did

attention to repairs in their buildings

their Gentile neighbors. Some of the barnyards

sections of the State, were littered and

parts of^the farm which might have

fashion.

in their

were not

tempts at crop rotation. They practiced what they were ad­

vised to do. It was difficult for them to think things out

for themselves since they had had so little experience in ag­

riculture before they came to their new homes. Tobacco grow­

ing, in particular, was strange to them, because it involved

dealing with a very sensitive crop, and

decidedly affected in value by the size

The Jewish farmer had much to learn and
"When one considers that they have learned all that they know

°f American agriculture in four years, their present s
2.

Progress is gratifying."
Socially the Joslsh fanner all net *>  s° In’

Mtely he was a trader and a bargainer, which M r,ot pl

People with whom he lived. Within five years s»e of the

in Ellington changed owners three tines although t er
had been m

’’t not as much speculation In the area as
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J ew

lie set

The

There was a tendency on the part of the Jewish far­

mer, however, to replace a "broken farm implement with a new one

instead of attempting to repair it. Cov/s and cattle were fed

a°re expensive rations than was necessary. There was a ten­

dency for the

least, for
2.

Neighbors.

Jewish
the women of other immigrant races in

ihe Swiss.

went to school as the

children should improve

women did not work in the fields as did

the district, namely,

■^he children did not work in the fields either,

Jewish farmer was very anxious that

their condition. Whether he intend-

tJ.S T
2, E®1^&’I’ation Commission, op. cit., pp. 43-54.

to try to live well and he succeeded in part

a better table than did any of his Gentile

the other sections of Connecticut where the Jews settled<

Hard labor was a difficulty for many of the Jews who had been

city dwellers all their lives^ were not accustomed to the

long hours of labor on the farm. But these were all factors

that could be corrected as ultimately they were. We find that

many of the neighbors of the Jewish farmers liked the men and

spoke well of their industry and integiity. They worked hard

when at last they became used to the difference in work be­

tween the city and the farm and they became adept in the la­

bor they had to perform. The Jewish landowners were frugal

and saved their money. They invested what they saved in im­

provements and were careful that none of their money was wast-
1.

ed.



-228-

at no

of a high

He did

the non-
v/as almost inbred in

or not we can only
The Jew

ed for his children to continue on the farm

guess at, hut it is not likely that he did.

tijne regarded his farming work as being uplifting or

type. was merely a means of supporting himself.

not feel the close affinity to the soil that some of

jeWs felt, nor the love of the land that

niany American farmers who^would do almost anything before they

would give up their land.

"That the economic independence of most of these

colonists had much to do with this comparatively high moral

standard is a fair assumption." This statement is quite

true. The Jewish farmers who settled in Ellington were of a

higher type. But still we find that they were accused of the

same rather small faults that their brethren in other parts

of the state were also criticized for.

"Most of them are honest, hard working, law
abiding people seeking prosperity, desiring Amer­
ican citizenship in the best sense, and aiming to
educate their children in American ways. Opportun-
ties to realize this condition are offered at Ell­
ington, in greater degree than in many places.
There is fertile soil, good marketing facilities,
large possibilities, and no race segregation.
Nearly everywhere the Hebrew has a non-Hebrew neigh­
bor. Prejudice is rapidly dying out and the Hebrew
farmer is making himself respected as a farmer and
as a citizen."2 3*

We shall see later in this paper whether the Jewish

ai>IIler in this district acheived his ambitions and whether

became as prosperous as he had hoped. Up to 1910 he was 

2. ibid ■’•Migration Commission, op» cit., PP*  43"54,

3’
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any other

leave Connecticut for the

the more recent period of

agriculture is taken up.

was gradually becoming stronger. He had become a factor i£

the agricultural economy of the State and had proved that,

given proper land he could farm as successfully as

man.

doing as well as his Sentile neighbors. Accord
According to Pro-

lessor Alexander E. Canoe of the Massachusetts state Agri-

cultural College

"...the Jewish farmers in this seoti™
not suffer by.comparison with their Germn a°
erican, or owiss neighbors. Their subS5n+it?“
buildings, modern equipment, and large daSv
herds impress him that they are commercial farm­
ers and look for no mere subsistence only
expect handsome returns....the Jewish farmers 7
do not produce less pounds per acre of tobacco
and on the whole the quality of the cured leaf
is not inferior to the average of the vicinity."1.

With these favorable reports in our minds we shall

time to return to this state when

the history of the American Jew in

Up to 1914, his position in the State 

Massachusetts
In the early days Massachusetts, chiefly a farming

reSion, produced its own grain and meat. But when the ric

s°il of the states further west was opened up to agricultur

lets Massachusetts farmers began to stop cultivating th ‘

fams because agriculture In the state had begun to decline^

to become less profitable. This happened largely because th

tt.S. Immigration Commission, o£. cit,. > PP
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re-
that had been used up by •

* y ‘'he growing of
the farmers of Massachusetts 8aw that

compete with the western lands ana their

on a large scale began to decline. This

land had become worn out through constant usa,B , -+v
without

placing the elements — ■ ■ - -

certain crops. When

they could no longer

farmers, agriculture

does not mean that an extensive form of agriculture is not car

ried on in the State today, although Massachusetts has become

largely a manufacturing State and is no longer important as

an agricultural center.

Although agricultural activities by Jews in Massachu­

setts did not assume the importance that they did in other

states they did embrace a good deal of land and quits's. num­

ber of people. The soils in this State today are basically the

same as they were when the first Indian plowed up the land and

dropped into a hill the first few grains of corn. The only

difference in the land in Massachusetts at an early date was

its greater fertility. As in Connecticut the land is worn

out and unproductive unless large amounts of fertilizers are

used. This may be true of any land that is near large centers

Population and has been in use for a good deal of time.

The soils in Massachusetts are of diverse physical

character. Lands in this State range from high to low in

hatural productivity in long settled regions.

MIDDLESEX: COUNTY
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Xn Middlesex County, the first

we shall deal In our history of Jewish sottleBmt

in Massachusetts, was a long settled region npaT. .
near large urban

centers of population. Here, the use of the land has always

neen well adjusted to its character through specialized and

intensive farming. The poorer land has been kept in forests.
The land is undulating and rolling with occasional rough or #

rocky lands. The soils are varied with a predominance of

brown loams and sandy loams which may support almost any kind

of agriculture if their fertility has not all passed from

them.

Hollis ton, Medway, and Hillis are the three main

towns with which we shall deal in our consideration of agri­

culture in the county of Middlesex.

situated in East Massachusetts about

They are well located with reference 

These three towns are

25 miles west of Boston.
2.

to markets.

In 1909 there were seven farmers in Holliston, 14

in Medway, and 13 in Millis. In none of these colonies did

the Jewish farmers depend entirely upon agriculture for their

livelihood. Among them were cattle buyers, junk gatherers,

butchers, peddlers, summer boarding house men, poultry buyers,

day laborers, and absentee owners of land. Almost all

aen depended upon their outside profession as much

agricuiture itself for their support; several of the

SXartment of Agriculture, Bureau of Agrteultural Boon-

2. u% cit. pp. 61-68.
u,b« Immigration Commission, on.
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depended more on their outside professions
’ I0r they could

not manage to make a living out of the land that they hap
pene4 to be situated upon. On the whole, the dewlsLZers

in this area were not enthusiastic about their farming. They

had purchased old farms with poor farm buildings and their

holdings were not very large. In Millie the average Jewish

farm in 1909 was less than sisty acres. The average value of

the land was a little over $2,500 per farm which is not a low

valuation for land of the type that they were engaged in farm­

ing. In Medway, the average farm consisted of something like

forty acres of land also worth about $2,500. In both districts

dairying was the chief branch of farming, with the farmers sell­

ing anywhere from $500 to $1,000 worth of dairy products per

year.

The oldest Jewish settler of this district came to

Hollis ton from Boston in 1886. He had originally come from

Poland where he had lived as a farmer. In the United States

he had wprked as a peddler for two years before saving up

enough money to go back to the land. He was able to buy a

®Mall tract of uncleared land with the savings that he had ac-
2.

cumulated from his peddling.
This man was able to clear sone of the land that he

^t. He built a home and gave his children a good elation

tes14es supplying his family with the necessities of life-

tlD6 the time that he was engaged in clearing the 1

2* immigration Commission, PP« 61"60’ 
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evitable struggle that took place. There is

that cultivation of the land was difficult.

for a man to start from scratch on land that

for many years and then allowed to turn into

trees and brush had been allowed to grow up over the land which

once had been the scene of fairly active operations. The land

had become very difficult to clear, for not only did the brush

have to be taken away, but brambles had to be cut out as did 

in planting and harvesting his original and iat „
+. later cr°Ps he was

forced to continue to peddle in order to mak. /
. » make ends meet. This

wa3 because be had not accumulated enough money to keep him-

self and his family going during the first fa> q(.

no gainsaying

It was very hard

had been worked

wasteland. Scrub 

old tree stumps, and young trees of second and third growth.

Therefore, unless a man had the cash to support his family

while he took a year off and got the land ready for cultivation, 

planted it, and raised his first harvest, it was practically

impossible for him to emerge from the class of a farmer who was

always in debt and who had to constantly scrape and struggle

to make ends meet. In 1909 the man who had settled on the land

in 1886 was still paying on his mortgage, and there was very

little hope for him to be able to lift it as long as he lived.

Although transportation has always been fairly con

Anient in this area the land has changed hands as frequen y

as in the poorest lands in Connecticut. There has been
• of the Jews

Peculation in land because of the general desire
■—--------- ---------------------

^•s« Immigration Commission, o£. cit., PP
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• They Were not Qak_

• —J to turn to
Therefore they Were

not averse to palming off their land or lan, .
m ln the area to

anyone who was willing to buy and who obviously had the
to pay their slightly exorbitant price.1*

to make a little extra money if possible. T’

ing g°°d 011 the land and they knew that they had

other things to support their families.

in addition to the land transfers there were a good

many desertions from the land in this area. There was no

steady flow of immigrants here nor any one particular time

when they came in. The influx of Jews seemed to come in

dribbles, by spurts and stops.

The Millis group of Jewish farmers was much more

stable than the Holliston group. 'The- numbers of the Jews in

Holliston has always been small and the only prospect of keep­

ing the number in any way stable is from without. This fact

was true because of the almost general characteristic of the

children of the farmers of the area to turn to the cities and

to leave their farm homes. ■ None of them had any idea to stay

on the family land. Not only were opportunities better in

the city but the children had lost faith in farming aftehee­

ing the failures that their fathers had made on the land.

In Millis the average Jewish farm had fair soil which

well drained, and relatively free from rocks, and capable

ot producing grain and grass in quantities that would he prof-

'----------- ------- --------------

g’ Immigration Commission, oj>.
3‘
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itable to the farmer. Here, too, machinery could h
y could be used to

harvest and to plant the crop because the iand was not too

billy as in Connecticut. In Millis the farms

average being somewhat under ten acres. The common amoult of

land to be planted in the staple agricultural crops was only

about five acres which did not make for agriculture on a very

large scale. When grain or hay was raised by the farmer it

was usually not for sale, but for the use of his cattle. Thus

the raising of feed in conjuncture with dairying was an im-
1.

portant activity of the farmers in this area.

The Jewish farmers in Millis had sizeable herds of

dairy cattle for that region. They commonly had from fifteen

to eighteen head of cattle which were often well-housed in /)

nicely built cattle barns. The barns, however, were not kept

very neat. The Jewish agriculturists did not care for dairy­

ing even though it was the most lucrative branch of agricul­

ture in which they could engage. The reason given for their

aversion to cattle raising was that the high cost of feed

took away almost all of the profits made in selling dairy

products. ’Another factor may have been that noted by certai

aon-Jews in the district: "Several American farmers in the

Neighborhood stated that the Hebrews are poor stockmen,

not seem able of judging, handling, feeding, or bre

stock in a satisfactory manner."

2* * iNimigration Commission, ££.• £15.*»
• ibid,

3* Ibid.
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ap-

Accordmg to the report Qf

gration Commission(which is the basic sourcp
uux°e of our inform­

ation concerning the New England settlements of T
dews engaged

in agriculture up to 1910) the Jewish farmers dia „ +
d d not comPare

favorably with the native American farmer in the distri t

ther in quality or quantity of produce marketed or in the

pearance of the farm in general.. The yards of the Hebrew farm­

ers in this district were also supposed to be littered with

various assorted rubbish. According to the Immigration Com­

mission the Jewish farmers seemed to have collected all the

rubbish they could find from the parts of the are in which

they were farming and then proceeded to throw it all over- 

their front lawns. Their yards were littered with old nach-
1.

inery, hunks of old iron, bottles, and broken glass.

Although we realize the validity of the United States

Government investigations as a source for the condition and

history of the American Jew in agriculture, it seems to us that

the Commission has exaggerated somewhat the Jew's penchant for

Junk. In every district that the Commission dealt with, the

Jew was supposed to have a Miniature junk yard in his front

^rd. The only place that this did not hold true was in Ell­

ington where the prosperous Jews did not turn to the inp‘

Piles of junk to remind th® of home. Perhaps the Unit*

States Commission has slightly overestimated the » Pr0
, th? statements

’«les as a junk dealer for if we are to regard
- -------- ------------

U‘S. Immigration Commission, o£. cit• > pp‘ 61
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Immigra-

amount

live
of indebtedness

well, except in

tion Commission.

no

because the

front

of the Commission as wholly true there worn a u
would have been

scrap iron to be had in the whole of New England

jews had gone after it and were hoarding it in their

yards.

Up to 1909 there was a comparatively iarge

among the Jewish farmers who did not

the matter of food, according to the

Little race prejudice existed but there was

no intermarriage since Jew and Gentile scarcely intermingled.

The American farmer was not overly sympathetic with the Jew­

ish farmer and was inclined to ridicule him and to make light ■

of his accomplishments. This was only natural since the Amer­

ican farmer regarded the Jew as an interloper on his preserves 

and could see no good in what he did no' matter how successful 

the Jew would become. Therefore the American farmer considered

himself superior to the Jewish farmers of the district both
1.

socially and professionally.

"A few of the early arrivals of Holliston, Medway,

and Minis, have proved their worth, and are highly respected

all, but even these do not enter fully into the social life

the community." In education once again the Hebrew:

district showed their desire for the improvement of their

children and did all in their power to secure good scho

a longer school year that would correspond to the regal

year in the public schools in the city.
__ _______

2* Immigration Commission, o£. cit., PP’ 61

3- Su*.
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rural communities studied., th By­
law abiding, and sober."

"In matter of personal morality., family
integrity, and in their political relations
there is little criticism of the Hebrews...
they are homeloving and in family affairs the
authority of the father is almost unquestion-t .their children are more carefully brought
uo than those of many American families....
The records shows no crimes or misdemeanors
committed by them, and while there are occas­
ional perhaps rather frequent lawsuits, not
many are of a serious nature. As everywhere in
rural communities studied.thw are peaceable,

BRISTOL COUNTY

Turning from Middlesex county Massachusetts to Bris­

tol county we find that soils in this area are comparable to

the soils we have already considered in Middlesex. The land

here is more hilly and rolling than that in Middlesex and Bris­

tol county has a gooddeal of stony land where settlements have

been located for a good length of time. A large part of the

land is still in forest today and more of it was forested at

the time of the first of the Jewish farm settlements. Condi­

tions are not especially conducive to a successful agriculture.

The best use of the leather perverse land calss for local de­

termination, for the soil and the terrain change. The fact

that no one part of the county is the same as another necessi

tates the consideration of the entire county and the attempt

°T some few generalizations from that point on. The
ta.3 Where they are not too stony to be nailed anythin

'>M Stones instead of soil. The climate is cool

1, TT Q ..•+ T)T), 61-^8.
Immigration Commission, o£. ci*. , rr 
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The Jews were not very successful In their attest

BERKSHIRE COUNTY

to settle in this area. The

Bristol county resembled the

ton. There were also Jewish

Massachusetts, at this time.

slightly more progressive than those in and around Holliston

and they met with a fair amount of success in the period up to

1910. Their principal occupation was that of poultry raising
2

and they received good prices for their birds and their eggs.

Productive

serious
1.

a good crop.

settlement near Attleboro in

settlement of the Jews in Hollis-

farmers in the vicinity of Taunton,

The farmers in this area were

The Jews who had the largest farms at this time were

those who were located in Berkshire county. This county has

the same general characteristics as Bristol county. The chief

difference lies in the fact that the soil is somewhat poorer

an<i less capable of supporting a highly developed agricul

This is compensated for somewhat by the larger farms

Jewish agriculturists in this county. Here they were lo

department of Agriculture, Bureau of Agricultural Ico

< U J SB- Bit. ,t pp. 61-68.
Immigration Commission, ojo. cit • >

ing season is not very long in comparison to ,
u -Lana only a

miles further south. However, the valleys K .
J ln between the

hills retain the warm air and provide protec+i™
* Ube°tions against the

damage of frost. On the whole the soil is fairly

in places and some of the land is quite worthy of

cultivation for it is capable of producing
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SANDISFIELD

atout Great Barryton end lee. The ,farB3

large ae 300 acres, but, as has been

tM land was fit for cultivation even wben tt was

ana fertilized. Dairying was the only profession that the

Jewish farmers In the Berkshire county settlement could mke

any success at. In addition to the land being stony and hilly

the markets for the products were poor and transportation fac­

ilities were equally bad. The steep roads that led up to cn,

of the farms made them all but inaccessible especially in the

winter tine. Because of the difficulty of making a living from

the land many of the farmers were forced to add to their income

by cutting wood in the winter. Fortunately for them many of the

farms had good stands of timber which were cut by the farmers

and hauled into the city.

Sandisfield, Massachusetts, was the scene of another

Jewish agricultural colony that started about 1908 along with

another colony that commenced at about the same time, moving

from Worcester. The Sandisfield colony did not achieve much

notoriety. In fact, it is not mentioned in any one of the

agricultural societies’ accounts of the Jews in ag
nor even in the government report which was supposed to be

inclusive of the Jews who were engaged in agricul
^land. The only mention that we do find of this colony

^rican Jewish Yearbook, 5673, PP- 91"92’ 
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WORCESTER COUNTY

is in the book Massachusetts, a Guide to its Places and. Peo-

ple. written and compiled by the Federal Writers' Project of

y/orks Progress Administration for the State of Massachu­

setts- Houghton Mifflin Co., Boston, 1937.

The last settlement that was mMe in Massachusetts

by Jewish farmers during the period of active "back to the

soil" activity, was from Worcester. In 1908, the real estate

dealers of Worcester, Massachusetts reported that the Jews

were commencing to move from that city to farms that were lo­

cated in Oxford, Charlton, Boylston, Brookfield, and Spencer.

The Jews were purchasing the farms, intending to leave their

occupations in the city and to engage in agriculture. The farm

brokers, while glad to assist the emigration of the Jews from

the city to the farm were, at the same time, rather doubtful

about the success of the Jew as an agriculturist. They were

obviously caught up with the general spirit of the times that

influenced so many people to entertain romantic notions about

leaving their homes in the cities and settling on farms where

^hey would grow their own food and live as God intended them

live. But the real estate agents were not adverse to making

a Ht of ready cash. Although they werefisightly worried

about the security of the mortgages that the Jews offer

the farms that they were about to take up^the brokers v

&hea(i and helped in the miniature exodus.

’ ^£®bican Israelite. September 10, 1908.
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return to

come go°d

concede the Jews aM *
the sox! that."They too 6ooa flnmoiers to J

faun hands."

Although the teal estate agents we„ more than

to help the Jews to find fams that would he satisfactory for

their use as new farmers, the Jews frequently went out looking

on their own. They drove out many Mies into the country, os-

tensibly to buy cattle and in the meantime looked over the

landscape and considered whether they liked the way things

were in a particular section. They concluded their business

trip, bought their cattle, which they used for their own meat 

trade, and went back to the city. At other times they went 

out to the farms in the country with peddlers’ packs, or in 

search of poultry. They would find out where there were farms

for sale and would often be able to make trades with the

owners of the land directly, thus obviating the necessity of 

hiring a real estate agent to do the work for them and sav­

ing themselves quite a little money. "The showiest farm in

Oxford, on the main road between Oxford and Webster has been

bought by Solomon Rosenblum from Fred L. Snow. Rosenblum

with his family have moved on the place. The farm comprise
2

about 80 acres." *
This farm was excellently situated from point of

View of livestock traders since it was located in the midst <

alB1°st all of the cattle trading in the district.
-—__

2* Israelite, September 10, 1908*  



anyone who was goingto engage in cattle trading h d
pass the erstwhile Shew farm Or speed the nlZ e“her

uxgm; there as it
was at a halfway point between the farms wherP t»

"Iiere the cattle
were purchased and the cities from which the P,tt1

e c&ttle purchasers
came to buy. The fam controlled the Jewish livestock trade

south of Yforcester since Rosenblum was in a position to know

about everything that was going on in the livestock world.1’

Another Jewish farmer by the name of Abraham Cress--

well bought a farm at the same time as Rosenblum in West

Brookfield, Massachusetts. It was a fairly large farm and en­

abled him to control the live beef trade from the western end
2.

of the county, which was destined for city trade.

In Spencer, Massachusetts, at this same time a Jew­

ish farmer, Solomon Goldstein, located on a farm that was with­

in one easy day’s drive of cattle from Cresswell's place. Be­

sides caring for the immediate needs of his farm this man was

also engaged in buying livestock and poultry for the kosher
3.

market of 'Worcester.

In one year, 1908, seven Jewish families bought farms

in Boylston and moved upon them. In Rutland, in the same year,

a Jewish farm colony was started and was furthered by the sub

sequent sale of land by several of the native owners. When

theY saw the influx of Jewish farmers growing they figured

they could make more money by selling their land when

"■------- ------------------------
2* Israelite, September IQ, 1908• ■ 
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a demand for it. Here the Jewish farmers bought

which they also intended to go into the raisUg

Some of them were also interested in poultry 1*

For some reason that was not known at 

the real estate brokers in Worcester, none of the Jewish

farmers who bought land in this area around the years 1907

and 1908 had any interest in market or truck gardening. This

was strange for the land was fairly fertile and with the use

of fertilizer it would have been possible for the Jews to have

engaged in qjiite successful truck gardening. The most import­

ant factor to be considered in truck gardening is not condi­

tion of soil, for the soil can always be improved when an ex­

pensive crop is to be grown that sells for a good price. In

truck gardening proximity to markets is the important factor 

of cattle.

the time to

and this area had good markets surrounding it. The Jewish 

farmers who came into the district were not interested in hay

cropping or the raising of corn or any other staples. They

wanted to concentrate on livestock buying and selling. There­

fore the real estate dealers of Worcester came to the conclu­

sion that the Jews would not have gone into this business un-

iess it offered then good profits. These men had a wholesome

Aspect for the Jews as business men.
"On account of the way that ^^“fai^or

native-born farmers have been heserrCities there
the last twenty years and reach of Wor-
are many excellent farms within easy
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profit.

c ester that may be bought for ,
intrinsic value because, the old their
carry them on alone." !• a lolks can't

Thus we see that ln Massachusetts the Jws wer,

also tablas over run-down farms that had been occupied be-
fore. They were not interested in attempting farming m^y

°f its pioneer fonts but preferred to go after someone else

in a location that was already established and was not too

far from civilization. This fact was true not only m Massa-

chusetts but in Connecticut also. In New York, the first

state we considered in this group of Russian immigration his­

torical sketches, the factors at work were much the same. We

shall consider the recent period of agriculture in those

states, (1914-1940) later in this paper. Suffice it to say

now that the Jews entered into farming in states where the

agricultural importance of the state had already broken down.

In areas of large urban centers agriculture cannot be carried

on to its fullest extent not only because of the expense of

land, which cannot be paid by the small farmers who have to

have a certain number of acres under cultivation to really

hake a living, but also because of the heavy taxes which

expenses of raising a crop too high to leave the far

sufficient margin of

In 1911 an

SUWARF

expression of doubt as to the futu

1’ faerie an Israelite, September 10, I908, 
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tUe colonies of Jewish settlements in MassachuSett
pressed by the American Israelite. The arti m S 6S"
p -- ne arfcicle follows-

"What is to be the future of
achusetts hill farm? it is a fact th Yestern Mass-
perity awaits the farm than ever greater pros­
ing to a report a syndicate is beinl accord-
whose members are Jewish financiers sorae of
of buying throughout Berkshire as manvS ?he ob3ect
swer their particular requirements Th a^ as an~
serted farms , but general farms that s™ a?e not de"a greater or less extent. ?hX are fSi?10^18 to
cessible. It is felt that th^synlic^te^^^J ac'
speculate m the beauties of the Berkshire^for it
felt that there is a growing demand for peaces in thS
Western Massachusetts hills on the part of citv dao
pie. Meanwhile the land would be farmed scientifical­
ly so as to yield a profit. There are reports of
fine properties selling for exceeding little money
and there are a great many people who believe that
latter day knowledge of farming would make it passible
for places that are now abandoned to be run with pro­
fit on a business basis, while the profits of a good
farm could be increased many fold.”1.

For successful agriculture there must be plenty of

cheap land. Land that has not been worn out by the use of

many generations of farmers before the final group came to it,

Land that does not require heavy expenditures of money for

fertilizers. Land that does not have to be rested and cod­

dled to the extent that the land in the New England States

had to be

Jews got to it.

they soon found out that their 

The land was worn out in New England before the

It was worn out when the pilgrims came for

best chances in agriculture

0 the west in Pennsylvania, Ohio, New York, Indiana,

owa. The Jews took over an agriculture that no one else

ia the lew England States. It is not to be wondered

did not make a good Job of it, for they were

* n /y' Israelite, August 24, 1911.
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TH2 NEW JERSEY- COLONIES

beaten before they ever put a spadLe
0 ground.

The Jewish agricultural colonies m New Jersey have

always been the most prominent in Jewish agricultural history.

in the first place they have been the only colonies in which

Jews engaged in agriculture on a large scale and emerged success­

fully. Despite the many difficulties which arose during the

span of their history these colonies have kept on. Settling

on land that had never been used for agriculture before, the

pioneers that came into Hew Jersey faced problems that the Jews

we have considered so far did not have. The story of Jewish

agriculture in this State will also be taken up in two separate

parts. We shall first consider the history of the Jew up to

1914. Then we shall leave the State to return to its recent

history in our consideration of the Recent period of the Amer­

ican Jew in Agriculture.

New Jersey has been rlghil^aUed “The Carden state”.

lts Taras, Which extend from the northern mountains to the

touthenn plains of the state are mere garden patches

Pat’« to the western prairies or the southern plantations.

’“t these so-called “gardens" produce a large proper

he fruits and vegetables consumed in New *ork  
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phia,

tural

this

Com-

and

crops

one

delphia. For the millions of people in th

the eastern seaboard, notably New York, Boston °f
New Jersey has developed extremely nJ"’ Phlladel~

eiy prosperous small
farBS ana some of the most highly developed foIK! of ,

specialization. ■

The State has three main soil andson and topographical farm
belts. The soil is underlaid largely with nMstoue ana other

rook of glacial formation. In the northern parts of the state

the counties are hilly and some are even mountainous, in

section dairying and the raising of grain and other field

predominates. Here too, the market gardening persists as

of the most important types of agriculture in the State.

mercial poultry farms are concentrated today in the north

central areas of the State and have reached peaks of importance
2.

during the past fifteen or twenty years.

In the middle part of the State the counties are fer­

tile, with loam farm lands of productive soil. The land is le-

tel and rolling with a rich subsoil of green and marl. In this

Part of the State truck crops are of first importance, while

Srain, hay, fruits, and milk are of secondary importance.

In the southern areas of the state where the

is mainly sandy with many pine barrens there are spo .
tad is fertile and regions exist that are well suited for

»»lng of apples, peaches, cranberries, and other snail

iSEsejr, A Guide to Its
St^ea^y-the ped^ST Writers’ york, l^39’ pp’

Ibid New Jersey; the viklns pr ’
3. Tt-rS*
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tne peaches are well known for their

■ When the early settlers of

frults and vegetables. In BurHnstoa
oriaild counties

excellent quality,1,

New Jersey arrived in thp
state they found the Indians engaged in the growing 

pumpkins’ S°urds> tobacco, and beans. TW fn11
P aey flowed the exam­
pl of the natives, cleared lands, and with the help of seeds

and livestock imported from Europe they made the state’s agri­

cultural beginnings. New Jersey was an important agricultur­

al colony at an early period in the history of America/’

Before the Revolution Nm Jersey ranked as one of the

important wheat growing states. But the farmers in the state

were progressive and they soon saw that the land was too good 

to be used in such large quantities for a crop that was rela­

tively low in its profit value. They saw that in the future

need would exist for many other things that could be grown in 

the state besides wheat. They also recognized that with the

opening of the western lands wheat was going to pass out of .

the picture as an important crop in the east, for land was

too expensive to grow wheat in competition with that^which was

erown in other parts of the country on cheaper land.

It was fortunate for New Jersey that the farmers of

the state did not depend too much on their previous success^

la wheat growing, for, after the Revolutionary ar, the He^

lan fly that had been brought to this country by the me

]------------------- it PP« 89-95‘
2*  TM.Jersey Federal Writers’ Project, o£. °

* 215*
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ern states.

sification were thankful that their 1OSS1

as they might have been were wheat

grown by them.

- tbe English, devastated the wheat fields of the east-aries oi

The faimers who had begun to practice crop diver­

ges were not so heavy
the only crop that was being

During the first half of the nineteenth century farm-

ers in parts of the state that had been under agricultural cul­

tivation for some time knew that they would have to replen­

ish the fertility of the soil which was being worn out. Marl,

lime, and fertilizer were therefore used by the fanners to re­

store the worn out qualities of the soil and crop production

soared as a result.

At this time also the horse began to replace the

ox in agriculture and agricultural machinery began to be de­

veloped. Its use increased the output of the individual farm­

er, and his profit as well.

When the west began to open up in the latter half

°f the nineteenth century the general farming that had been

Practiced in Mew Jersey gave way to specialization. The pro­

duction of field crops, such as corn, wheat, barley, rye, etc.,

W the raising of hogs, sheep, and cattle declined and a spe-

cialized for*  of farming was introduced. This was the culti-

Vati°n of berries, fruits, and vegetables along with increased

.Dairying soon became of paramount importance in the

ections of the state while the growing of Poua

Jersey Federal Writers’ Project, o£. £±1” pp‘
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This

One is the Japanese beetle while another is the

beetle. These pests have been combatted through

dusting but considerable harm has been done

the state through the activities of both of the

culture.

placing of egg production and hen raising -

duction. This industry originated in Hunt er do:

1892. At the present time New Jersey is one of the

states in commercial egg production.

Bridgeport there are 5 nn'' * ~
hens for the poultry market and for their eggs/’

New Jersey has also become a center for the growing

of flowers and many prominent nurseries are located in the

state. The state has been progressive in agricultural methods

and colleges have been set up with bureaus for the progressive d

education of New Jersey farmers in modern agricultural prac-
3.

tices.

Since the turn of the century New Jersey farmers

have suffered from two more insect pests in addition to the

Hessian fly.

Mexican bean

graying and

the crops of
4.

Pests.

Concerning progress in the state we 

1 ' It PP. 89-95.
2*  ihidJersey Federal Writers’ Pro<ject’w

assumed the lead in the central portions of 1.
_ .. or the state.

nrneteenth tatoj the

besan to'rron dairying to a comparatively new flela 0

- was the,raising of Urge Poultry

on larSe scale pro-

•-uon county in

leading
On one farm, north of

5,000 acres devoted to the raising of
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bringing crops to now used for
have roadside

lously, parti­

own so greatly

,110 acres of

state. The
the crops, in this state was in 1935

low compared to the high of 1929 when
1.

cord that motorized transport instead of trains is

market. Many of the farmers ]

stands which have increased their income tre^dc

culariy since the motorist has come into his

during the past ten or fifteen years.

Today in New Jersey there are 1,914,.

farms occupying about 40% of all the land in the

monetary value of all

§87,054,275 which was

the figure was over ^105,000^000.

We have spent all this time in the consideration of

the general agricultural history of New Jersey before even at­

tempting to discuss the history of the Jews in the state be­

cause of the importance of the relationship of the type of agri­

culture that developed in this state jro the type of agriculture

that the Jews themselves engaged in. New Jersey is the one

place where Jews have been successful as farmers to any con­

siderable extent. In this state they have been able to find

a place for themselves and have made good in the profession.

Much has been written about the New Jersey colonies

of Jews. The South Jersey colonies, the largest group referred

to> have occupied the major part of the work of the

Cultural and Industrial Aid Society (today continuing its^

under the name of the Jewish Agricultural So ‘
4-h q q stS-w©*

has tea poured int0 Jewish, agriculture xn

^6W Jersey Federal Writers*  Project,
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n°t begin until

to the United

Jer-

through

ever invested by any charitable organization

Throughout our survey of

the Jew must be

*s  able to

the New

uice as we
in the various

More than was

to assist non-Jews in agriculture.

the Jew in agriculture we may observe that

subsidized to a considerable extent before he is

make a success of faming. This feature existed in t’

Jersey colonies and we shall be aware of its important

study the small colonies of Jewish farmers

counties.

Jewish farming in New Jersey did

1882. From Russian pogroms, Jews had come

States with not a place to turn for help but to charitable

organizations which were rapidly formed for their aid. Ag­

riculture seemed to be the panacea for all ills, the one

means of solving the problem of absorption of Jews quickly

and without forcing anyone else out of work. South Jersey,

an area of pine barrens and sandy wasteland, was picked for

these Russian inmigrants as their future home and settlement.

In other parts of the country attempts had also been made and

were going on at the same time as the New-Jersey experiment.

The settlement of New Jersey seemed to have something of the

successful enterprise in it.

Probably the one factor that enabled the i\ew

Sey colonies to weather their difficulties and to come

tile early period of their growth without breaking i

Was the continuous and substantial support of the

HlrSCh South Jersey was really the only P

tate in which agricultural colonization succ 
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Pr°gram was reorganized.

original trustees
first few years of their

Otley for a group of men

Jewish Yearbook, 5673, PP- 82"9°- 

were settled, had it not been

able to the Jews through their

colonies they would never have

tlement. In that way inactive

to profitable use. 7/omen and children were given an oppor­

tunity to add to the family income, and perhaps more import­

ant, the farmer had the comforting knowledge that though his

farm work might go badly he would always have the factory to
1.

fall back on.

In 1900 when all the agricultural matters that had

been under the Baron de Hirsch Fund were transferred to the

J wish Agricultural and Industrial Aid Society, the spen
All will agree that money was waste

of the Baron de Hirsch Fund in the

management. There was simply too much

who had no previous experience in

it was tried in other parts as well it Was
that the Jewish colonies met with their k * JerSey

st access and
lasted—-miraculously—as some people believe.

The Baron de Hirsch Fund helped the farmers

than one way. By establishing industries
eS that We?e related

to farming, and by giving the farmers something to do when
farm work did not press them, the Baron de Hirsch Pund g“e

the Jews settled in this area more opportunity to succeed than

in any other part of the United States where Jwish coionies

for the additional money avail­

work in the factories around the

lasted in the South Jersey set­

seasons in agriculture were put 
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ment of the

encouraging

that time.

in this type ot work to handle successfully. v/hen the

agricultural end Industrial AU Society took over the project

the waste was curtailed almost immediately to a considerable

degree. Thls organization became interested in putting the

colonies that had been established at'such great cost on their

own. They wanted the people who had been settled on the land

to learn to do their own budgeting and to be able to shift for

themselves instead 01 requiring to be handled with gloves con­

stantly. The policy was enforced and the colonies began to

show more independence and success than they had under the

management of the trustees of the Baron de Kirsch Fund.

In 1893 the New York Sun commented on the establish-

Jewish colonies in South Jersey and stated that an

showing was already being made by the colonists at

The newspaper said that the soil in the area where 

the Jewish settlement had taken place was quite capable of

cultivation and that conditions present in the South Jersey

section approximated agricultural conditions in the districts

in Russia from which the colonsist came.

At the same time the paper mentioned that it did not

ieel that farming activities of the colony had kept pace with

the e*tra-farming  activities in cloak-making, knitting, cigar

^ufacturing, and other factory occupations that had been in

tr^ced in ox.der tQ the men who were not able to succeed

011 farms alone an opportunity to make the money necess-

Israelite, February 2, 1893, reprint -
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ary for ■themselves and their families.

possibility of extra-farming activity

agricultural activities of the farmers

It was the fear for the

’eS ten<ilnS to exclude the

?S ^gather that led many
people to doubt the etfloaoy or the Puna.a work t(J

and the success of the experiment of the Fund Th
• xnese sppr©—

tensions were not entirely incorrect although at -the time the

article was written bringing this fact out it'probably too early

to determine the answer to the problem one way or the other.

The natural preference of the colony for activities outside

of agriculture should, be noted, however.

The following favorable report of the South Jersey

colonies was made in the Israelite in the next year:

"An investigation by the proper authorities
into the condition of the Hebrew colonies in New
Jersey, which has jsut been concluded, develops
the fact that they are in so flourishing a con­
dition that arrangements will at once be made for
bringing over in the spring a large number of
new recruits. The investigation shows that hard
times have little or no effect upon the colonies.

"The new colonists are to be taken, we sup­
pose, from the population of New York or Phila­
delphia, where quite a number of immigrants from
Russia suffer among the unemployed, and the char­
ities are unable to assist all that need assist­
ance,"^*

The colonies in New Jersey struggled along up to 1903,

i'hat year weather conditions so combined against them that

y Would have been almost ruined had it not been for the in-

eSSe 'the summer boarding industry which brought their in-

and the industrial situation which enabled them to

S* Israelite, February 2, 1893.
Israelite, March 15, 1894.



work in the factories. It was fortunate

and an agricultural depression did not hit •

for the farmers would not have survive „
aad anything like

that happened. 1Ke

operated at

a lot of their

1 to sell ail

* fields.

The farmers were heXped during t!le

the presence of the Alllvlne cannery which took e - ■ ”

surplus produce off their hands and allowed then t-

of their crops instead of leaving them to mt in th.

This cannery will he discussed at greater length in the history

Of the Alliance colony. The model farm that was

the time by Mr. Fels of the Fels-Naphtha Soap Co. of Phila­

delphia exhibited new and improved farm practices which in­

structed the farmers in the best methods of faming even though
2.

the times were hard and climatic conditions were unfavorable.

The Jewish Agricultural and Industrial Aid Society 

reported the financial unreliability of the colonists who

could not be relied upon to meet their obligations. It seem­

ed that many of them had the idea that they were being support­

ed by the agricultural society and that the money and supplies

that they had received were donated to them and were not ex

Pected to be paid for by them. Such, of course, was not the

Case. All the material that any colonist received was only

Biven t0 him as a loan. Unfortunately, the Jewish Agricultur

al and Industrial Aid Society was not even able to get in

^ents from the farmers (some of them) to whom mon y

"--------- - -------------------

2,‘ Report, 1905, p. 8- 
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been loaned as a start in agriculture. ..
mers cannot be made out of paupers or tho^ ’SU°CeSSful far~

g0 to the country out of sheer necessity/"^0”381" t0

attitude taken by the Society, and they w.y 1418 ‘he

y were quite right fnt.
ln general, the nen who had been settied on the lana „eM t

this rox» of livelihood only because there wee nothlne

open to then. They did not care for the work, ml hoped that

they would not have to engage in it fOr a long tine. This

attitude was manifested by the actions of the children of the

farmers in this area and in almost all the districts where

Jewish farmers took up agriculture. They stayed on the faim

only as long as they had to, and then left to find more prof­

itable work in the city, in 1904 there were 311 farmers to-
2.

taling 1,175 people who owned 9,847 acres of land.

By 1906 conditions had improved somewhat in South /

Jersey for the Jewish colonists./ The Allivine Cannery was

working almost to capacity since it was supplied with crops

that were well grown and plentiful. The farmers were able,

through their sale of crops to the cannery, to secure a fair

profit for themselves and also to make it possible for the

cannery to turn out much better produce than that which they

had before. The cannery was supported largely through the

efforts of Maurice Pels whom we have already mentioned. In

1906 there were 625,000 cans of tomatoes, lima bean 

2*  ‘[•A.I.A.S, Report, 1903, p. 8.
Report, 1904, p. 6.
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ducts.

coloniesJersey

1909.

colonies in New Jersey.

along very smoothly,on •

potatoes canned.J

The year 1909

Report, 1906, p. /l7
Report, 1909, pp. 46-47.
Report 1911, PP. 35-°6‘

- ----- in

good the mar-
ana the tanners ala not enoogh

effort ana expense required to grow their pro­

tine grapes were also being grown In the Hew

but were not a successful or a popular crop.2-

Marketing was also somewhat of a problem along about

It was difficult for the farmers to get their perish­

able crops to market on

— -rs forthe
„ t0 1908 had gone
tbe whole, for them. Thev haa

naa even in
troauoea the growing of a net, crop—strawberries, which 1„
1909 were a total loss. When the crops had been '

het was glutted

considering the

By this

time; and not only that, but the fre­

quent glutting of markets caused then a good deal of loss.

1911 was another bad year in respect to strawberries, tomatoes,

and potatoes. Strawberry plants were burned out completely

causing a total loss of the money that had been invested in

them. Tomato plants had to be replanted several times, taking

almost all of the profit out of that crop before it was even

harvested.
On the whole ths Jewish farmers who settled m the

Jersey area were good workers and were quick and intelli­

gent, 1-an.y of the farmers paid too much for their
. A*a  oociety aid-

bought the Jewish Agricultural and Industrial



-260-

living

of the

and cleanliness in the homes of the Gentile fanners

were no better farmers than the American and German
side of then, and differed mainly m their discontent with a?

In the

well-culti_
haVe been consider-

status corresponded

The standards of

all that it could to prevent this
i rom. takin

South Jersey districts the farms were on +, §
n the whole

vated and well-kept up in this period we

ing, hut the numerous exceptions to this

to the conditions in the New England «ta+.° — AxU. I, 0g *

Jewish farmer were not much different than those

Gentile with the possihie 6reatel.

■ They

farmers along- 

average farm wages which were not enough for their ambitions

or for those of their children.

The Jewish population of the State of New Jersey is

cenetered in six counties: Salem, Cumberland, Cape May, Middle­

sex, Morris, and Hunterdon. These counties vary in importance

with the emphasis being largely placed upon Salem and Cumberland.

We shall take them up one at a time and consider the various

towns which made up the Jewish farm settlements, their history

up to 1914, and the characteristics significant of their growth.

SALIM COUNTY

The soil of Salem- county is of demonstrated agricul

tural quality that has been and is today largely m far®S’^

rehunerative agriculture is supported by the lan

tn°t with silt loams and loams as the basic soil fo

-------------------- •<- up 101-U8> Eassim'
,b» Immigration Commission, o£. £££•>
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ALLIANCE

1 .T .. Agricultural Econ-
OMr’3, Department of Agriculture, Burea
2 a!’ °£. cit. ,„fi5
3*  j-B^rtcan Jewish Yearbook, 5673, PP«
4* April, 1907.

6. SnStein’ ££• cit., pp. 13-15.
'^2£ah, April ,“1907.

enterprise, was

five miles from

from Millville,

The soil, which

time of settlement with dense forests of scrub pines/’ Un­

like the fanfare with which ceremonies preceded the opening of

Grand Island in I.ew York, the twenty-five families who came to

Alliance were met only with the noise from the busy humming of

the mosquitoes which were to plague them in their labors of
5*

clearing tangled underbrush and knotty pine and oak.

The settlers of Alliance were refugees fleeing from

the Russian pogroms of the eighties. In Russia they had been,

for the most part, small traders and storekeepers. Not one

them had had any previous experience with agriculture as
T 6.livelihood.

On this land, on May io, 1882> the

al settlement in New Jersey, and the f. Ur-
°f the famous South

jersey colomes was settled. Alliance, named in honor of the

Alliance Israelite Universelle which contributed |3,000 to the

located in Salem county, New Jersey?’ It is

Vineland, ten miles from Bridgeton, ten miles

and twenty-five miles south of Philadelphia.3’

we have already described, was covered at the 

The land is rolling to hilly and <+o
s contour does

with successful agricultural cultivation 1’ interfere
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other contingent of Russian refugees

her of families of the colony up

Assisted by the Hebrew Emigrant Aia « .
1. Society of New

York they c« minly from Odessa, Kiet, BUMl>,thB8ral ,tc 8’

Shortly after the arrival of the first group ot faBiliesm.

came, bringing the num-
to 67.

It might be noted that

the number of families that came

of the settlement, According to

this book, the number was about

Kigdal Zophim disagrees as to

to the colony at the outset

Hoses Klein, the author of
4.

43 families.

The colonists were housed temporarily in three large

buildings which they called "Castle Garden” which was the name
5.of the famous immigrant station in New York harbor. One his­

torian Leonard G. Robinson, writing in the American lavish

Yearbook, was of the opinion that "Castle Garden" was a humor­

ous appelation designated by the colonists to a place which was
6.

anything but eastle-like. Hr. Robinson labored under a false 

assumption, however, since the colonists were obviously refer­

ring to the likeness between their new home and the large im­

migrant station in which they were placed when they just ar- 

< April, 1907.
4*  ^Idstein’ 41-65«

PP' 13’15‘

fedcan T .<^QralT ygUgh, Yearbook, 56 73, pp. 63-65. 

1Ved, it was not sj.mp]_y one large house, but three, in which

ese first colonists were housed for about six months. There

a common kitchen and not too much privacy. The kitchen

Was supplied with food during the length of time that the set-
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tlers were housed in this fashion hy the
1. y We Hebrew Emigrant Aid

Society of New York.

An option han been secured by the Hebrew Migrant

Aid Society on 1,100 acres or land before the colonists had

arrived at the site or the colony. The land had been surveyed

and divided into ten-acre plots or land which were to be given
to individual rallies. ' At this point we rind that Moses

Klein does not agree with the statement as to the amount of

land that was given to the individual colonists. Klein put

the figure at about 15 acres per family ‘confusing the history

of the colony at this time with a later purchase of 1 Anri, Af­

ter being surveyed the land was leased to the families for a
4: •

term of ten years.

By the end of the first month of settlement corn

had already been planted on the land. By working together

the newly settled immigrants had been able to clear thirty

acres of land. As more land was cleared plantings of potatoes
5.

and other vegetables were made.

As the clearing of the land went on, the Hebrew Em­

igrant Aid Society, later known as the Alliance Land Trust, had

snail houses built, wells dug, and household utensils furnished.

This came only after about six months of cramped living in

"Castle Garden" which was not such a pleasant experience for the

. . 6.
immigrants.

2* * Kenorah, April, 1907. n ,, 65.
3 £S9.?ican Jewish Yearbook, 5673, PP» 41

• Klein, op. cit., pp. 41-65.

6* loo. cit.
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The houses that the Sootety haa hulxt „„e 12 by 14

feet, one and one-half stories high. The bullu^ of them
went on^durtng the first summer of the colonists’ lit. a7Al-

liance.

The Society hired a facing instructor a fanner

to superintend the work of the colonists during their first

few tenths on the land. The Superintendent of the Colony was

a man by the name of Stemberger, while the farming instruct­

or was a Mr. Schmidt. Several of the J wish farmers worked out

part of their time for the neighboring Christian farmers. They

had not sufficient work to keep all of the men busy on the land

at Alliance and this was a good method for them to secure some
2.

additional money.

The total cost of this colony was ^41,960.42 of which

$12,129.92 was for land, $9,897.77 was for houses, and the bal­

ance for maintenance and relief. This was the original cost

and includes the expenditures for the first few monthsof the
3.

colonists' stay on the land.

The work during the first summer and early fall on

tne land consisted largely of clearing, planting the small

area with corn and potatoes, of uprooting stumps and digg g

out heavy boulders, and in'general getting the land prepa

for work of a different-—that of planting, cultivating,

~~ harvesting exclusively. During the first summer s wor

—-
1*  ^enorah, April, 1907.
„• as-65.

• ^grican Jewish Yearbook, 5673, PP*
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rles were also plantea in addition to the crops already M.

tioned.

While the colonists were a>t actively engaged ln

agriculture since their land was not prepared, they were given

monthly allowances offrom tfS.OO to ^12.00. Without this out

side help it is doubtful whether the farmer who had only re­

cently been placed on the land would have been able to succeed?

After the colonists were somewhat settled in their

small homes, two of the large houses which had been built for

their shelter during the early days of the colony were torn

down. The third was left standing to be used as a cigar fac­

tory. In the meantime the Hebrew Emigrant Aid Society pur­

chased eighty more acres of land and divided the tract into

15 acre parcels which were to be used for new settlers as they

came in. On all the land was thick woods and mosquitoes. The

insects and the lack of water probably added more to the hard­

ships of the farmers during the first summer of work than did
4.

anything else.

During the winter the Society installed stoves for

all of the farmers and continued to give them the monthly al­

lowance that they had started in the summer. In the spring

each family, after spending a busy winter clearing as much lane

as the weather would permit, received "the value of -,?1
■f® tools, plants, and tar. utensils. Household goods already

______________ _

?*  Klein, op. cit., pp. 41-65. 91-94.
• U.S, Immigration Commission, op.-----•’

4*  Klein loc. cit.
5 ibid. ----- -----

• ikgnorah, April, 1907.
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had been supplied to the settlers.1’

To save the expense or torsos *,  farm tools

fannel's tried to work together with the e9ipment or tour netgh-

hors serving as a unit. Bach -an was given the work which ho

was best adapted to do. But the Idea, though good in theory
did not work out well in practice. Therefore the horses, thit

had been bought in partnership, as well as the tools, were

sold. Individual tools were bought for each farmer. All the

work that required horses was done with the animals that were

hired^from the Gentile neighbors of the colonists for that pur­

pose.

During the summer of 1883, the second summer on the

land for the farmers, they planted trees, grapevines, black­

berries, strawberries, and some garden truck for their own con­

sumption. Those who found the proceeds from the labor on their

own land insufficient to support themselves had to look for

work from their Christian neighbors. for them they picked ber­

ries, dug potatoes, husked corn, and did the many menial tasks
3.

about their farms.
In the fall of 1883 a cigar factory and a shirt fac­

tory were established in the one large original building tha

remained of the three with which the colonists started out.

During the ensuing winter the colonists were kept fairly busy^

with this work and were able to make a living while all activity

was stopped on their farms. About forty of the farae

-—__ __________

2- feorah, April, 1907.



-267-

es-
tablishment.

facturing came to an

dustries burned down.

1. Menorah, April, ,1907.

Mention should be made at this time of an item
that appeared in the article of P. R. Goldstein’s Social
Aspects of the South Jersey Colonies. 'Jhen he wrote his
paper Mr. Goldstein was under the impression that a cider
mill was started and run in the Alliance colony by Moses
W. Mendel of New York City who is the same man the U. S.
Immigration Commission, and J. C. Reis, writing in the Ex­
ponent and in the Menorah state started the cigar and
shirt factories. ,7e must disregard Mr. Goldstein's theo­
ry at this juncture, not only because there is not another
source of information that says a word about a cider mill,
but because it was manifestly impossible for the Jews to
manufacture cider in this colony. This is clear because
there were no apples grown by Jewish farmers in Alliance
from the time that the colony started to the present. If
there were any that escaped our notice they certainly were
not grown in large enough amounts to be of any importance
so far as cider is concerned. Cider involves the grot ng
of a lot of apples for it takes a good number of applesi to
aake a little cider. While the obvious Ser up’
Goldstein misread cigar for cifler we bring the differ
here to show how , supposedly reliable W £ •
fjoa each other. In this instance we Passion because

C. Reis and the U.S. Immigration pertainly wouldJois was one of the New Jersey farmers and certainiy fac_
Jot have mentioned Mendel as. the promo terof ,S. Gov't, re-

by had he been interested in nr apples either.p°rt does not make any mention of cider or appi

engaged in sewing in the shirt factory Whiio k
m, . , » le about 26 worked

on cigars. These industries also occupied some of the

Hies who had cone to the colony with m of

in agricultural pursuits, but who wanted Industrial oooupa-

tlon instead. The cigar nanufacturing was the suggestion or

Mr. K. W. Mendel or New York city. This sane nan erected a

large brick building which was later used as a tailoring

In the spring of 1884 the cigar and shirt manu-

end when the buildings housing these in-
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shirt and

vested in

to do the

in th, spr^ or 1884, rolling the buming of the
cigar factories the no re espable Js„lsh

horses ana began to plow their fanB tb8mSelves ana

other work that required the use or anlmis. By 

dispensing with the horse hire tron their Christian neighbors

they were not only able to sere a good deal or money, but

w]jat was more valuable, they were able to save time. Every

time that they had to use horses it had been necessary for 

them to go to the Christian farmer who was usually some dis­

tance away, bring the horses over to their own farms, and then

take them back. This was not the only waste of time; a good

deal of time was also used up in waiting for the non-Jew to

finish his own plowing before he would allow his horses to be

used by another farmer. Frequently the late start that the

Jewish farmer got because of his many delays slowed up his ag­

ricultural progress and the potential produce that he might

have gotten otherwise had he had more time to himself in which
1.

to care for his farm.
Even though the colony was progressing, by the fall

of 1884 only about one-third of the original colonists still

remained on the land. The shirt and cigar factories had burn

®d down and a good deal of tailoring was therefore carried o

in the homes of the farmers thereby adding to their

1884 the incapable had been weeded out of the col y
•fa-ir chance to

dose who remained were regarded as having

Menorah, April, 1907. 
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stay on the land permanently. Therefore, tha5e fmmers

gl,en *50.00  per family by the Het™ arrant Aid Society

t0 buy fruit trees, grape vines, and berry bushes to replace

those which they had planted originally and which had failed

because of poor planting and ill-consideration of land.1’

The replanting was necessary because the plants which had ori­

ginally been given to the farmers were not in all cases suit­

able for the area. Neither were they all planted at the pro­

per tine of the year. In the fall of 1884, when the colonists

should have been busily at work harvestingg their crops they

found that their produce was going to be so light as to obviate

the necessity for all of them working on the harvest. There­

fore, many of them helped their Christian neighbors and managed
2.

to earn extra money in that fashion.

During the winter of 1884 and 1885 some of the far­

mers went into Philadelphia and sedured tailoring work for

themselves and their families. This aided to keep them going

through the winter which was not an easy one. In addition to

the work on the garments which they secured for themselves

there was also much work for them to do on their land. How­

ever, since it was very difficult work, and since the crops of

the previous fall did not seem to warrant any over exer
their part the colonists did not care to pull stumps and clear

, 3.
brush all winter.

2* S. Immigration Commission,- op. cit., PP
3’ April, 1907.
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tnat was being none by the colonists m eztra.faralllg actlvUles

Leonard Lewisohn of New York City, . '

a sewing machine to each family. It is Mtho1> .
is rather significant that

such a gift should be made to a colony that was supposed to be

agricultural and not industrial. But since the colonists were

engaged in tailoring enterprises for the most part for the en­

tire winter, the gift was acceptable and quite useful.1’

Nevertheless, despite all the outside aid that was

given to the farmers, they were, at this .time, in very had

financial condition. A number of the families who were in acute

distress appealed to the Association of Jewish Kmigrants of

Philadelphia. The President and the Treasurer of this organ­

ization, Alfred T. Jones, and Simon Nuhr, respectively, came

out to look things over and to see what could be done. During the

winter, upon their reccomendation, dertain families received

help in the form of food, clothing, household goods, and kitch­

en utensils. This was done in addition to farming implements

which were sent to the farmers for use during the coming spring.

At this time also the Mansion House Committee of Lon­

don gave about ^10,000 to the Alliance Land Trust, (xormerly

‘he Hebrew Emigrant Aid Society) to assist the farmers in paying

Ott ‘heir mortgages. Thiougb this ala the colony became streng-
‘hened and the morale of the farmers was raised. Some of th
--- ------

?*  It£°£ah> April, 1907.
ibid"
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farmers were enabled to secure the deeds .
1. heir farms

loans that were granted to them. by the

the

for

who

Mr.

Curing

erectedthem through the help of Mrs. p

donated .,1,000 for that purpose
2.

Jacobson in the colony.

In 1885 the outlook improved for the farmers

first part of the year a new cigar factory
Heckendorfer of Kew York city
-'3. The factory was run by a

In the spring of 1885 the farmers were confident and

happy. Those who had stayed on the land and had been helped

had managed to make a small profut during the winter. Of course

they did not consider the amount of money that was necessary

for various societies and philanthropic individuals to pour

into the colony from the outside as debit, when they ahnounced

their profit. Nevertheless, they were cheered and heartened

and-were able to go to work with new and restored vigor. They 

built many new buildings on their farms including new houses 

for themselves since the old were much too small for them. In 

addition to the new houses barns were built as well as mis­

cellaneous outbuildings. ’ During this spring and summer the 

farmers took off their land products to the value of $200 to

■^00. (1886.) Not every farmer was able to do this but the
slower agriculturists saw the success of their neighbors and

decane sure that they could do the sane in a short t .

winter of 1886-1887 passed as winters had befo 

2*  &°ldstein, ou. cit♦, pp» 13~15.
3* April, 1907.
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onists en&aged in sone farming activities h„+
+ + . es but devoted most of

their time to tailoring which they werey were once again able to se_
cure. Ey this time there were colonists in mt

u alliance who didn0 agricultural work at all but/pent Qf
ing in the clothing factories.

The spring and summer of 1887 +>,
oz was the most profitable

period of time that the colonists had had. Some of them were

able to take as much as .;700 from their farms. The average a-

mount of money earned during this period was between 5400 and

^700. xi. little boom now appeared in Alliance and other irnni -

grants began to be attracted to the colony. .They saw the

success of the farriers who were there and became interested in

agriculture themselves. They also saw that the colonists had 

been helped in their difficulties and so figured that they had
2.

nothing to lose in attempting to settle there.

These new colonists were employed largely in the 

tailoring shops. Shops they hardly could be called for they

consisted only of activity in the houses of the colonists. Never­

theless there was a good deal of work accomplished by the far­

mers every year in tailoring since they had little else to do in

their off seasons. In the winter, then, the new farmers were

employed as tailors, and in the summer as berry pickers.

condition depended entirely upon the success of tne origin

tiers in agriculture for a bad year could throw them

of work and compell their removal to the city. Some
—__ __________

lignorah, April, 1907.
SidT~
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The colonists

also acted as
1.

tleiaent.

best farmers were developed during this period from the ex­

perience they gained from working on the farms of others.

had been given a post-office late in 1887 which

an encouraging factor in the growth of the set-

The summer of 1888, the one following the arrival of

the new settlers, was good, and the farmers prospered. There

was plenty of work for everyone and the colony was looked upon

as being highly successful. On July 29, 1888 the Alliance

Synagogue, Eben Ha*  ezer, was dedicated. This synagogue was

followed by another two years later called Tifereth Israel.

During this summer (1888) teachers were hired to instruct the

children of the colony in Jewish subjects. These factors are
3.

all indicative of the success of Alliance at this time.

The following statistics show the condition of the
4.

colony up to 1889:

Number of families 67 p' '

Population (souls) 294

Land (acres) 1,912

Under cultivation (acres)

barns

Horses

Cows

pp. 13-15.
ten1?

i^norah, April, 1907.iW:—
Goldstein, op. cit., pp. ^-lB.

£!j£erican Jewish Yearbook, 5673, P_ •
63-65.
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In 1889 the Sunday Mercury of pmi »
-----of Philadelphia wrote a

article ascribing th, gooa coM1tlois at

ana giving a fine account of its prosperity. The nMspaper

had first made a thorough investigation of the settlement, or

at least so it said. Perhaps the account .as influenced by

the fact that 70 of the settlers of Alliance applied to Sa­

lm, New Jersey, during that year to receive their final nat­

uralization papers.

Despite the outward appearnce of prosperity, the col­

ony was not in good condition and all that was needed was a

lowering of farm prices to show the colonists how insecure they

really were. This happened in the early nineties. In 1891

farm prices fell and the colonists were swiftly put in arrears

on all of their outstanding debts. Money was borrowed to

keep the farms going and the families supplied with food. Lum­

ber was heeded for repairs, paint for the preservation of

buildings. Farm tools, horses, and cows were all needed by

the farmers if they were going to be able to continue on the

land. Money was borrowed from the building and loan associ

at ions of Bridge ton and Salem, New Jersey, and as security

Mortgages were given on the farms . With this money the

ists paid the debts that they had coniarcted up to this time

to keep their farms running, and also made The necessary
2.

Pairs on their buildings.

■—------------------

2* Immigration Commission, o£« -Sii’’
• ^enorah, April, 1907.
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gociations. But farm

iness had stagnated.

tie unable to continue

The Building and Loan

ened to foreclose the

For a few years the farmers Were aM •
 ... able xo meet their

interest and principal payments to the
e t)uxldlne and loan as-

pxloes .ere the

The fawners soon found that they would

their payments, end they feu behind.

Association of Salem, New Jersey, threat-

mortgages which it held on certain of the 

farms, and to eject the lavish farmers from the land. Some

of the farmers left their land and returned to the cities,

discouraged and disheartened to think that after all the strug­

gles they had been through they were now forced to quit, and

were beaten.

An account blaming the plight of the farmers on the

fact that they built new and expensive houses against the adi

vice of the Alliance Land Trust was printed by the American

Israelite on June 17, 1897. This newspaper blamed the colon­

ists for their difficulties and ignored business conditions 

completely. Also, in accusing the farmers of building large

houses, the paper did not stop to consider the fact that these

men, women, and their children, had been living in one and

one-half story houses, with an area of twelve by iourteen

The article as printed by the Israelite follows;

"The Alliance Agricultural ^^g^^The^lliance
county, New Jersey, is m the Hebrew Im-
Settlement was due to the itv (Hew York)
migrant (sic.) Aid Society of this c^us from Russia
fourteen years ago, when the Jew
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to the United States was at its m
colony had been in existence three^eh^ 3^!
the Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society decidua Yhen
withdraw from its management. SoS!®???
Jews came to.the rescue and advance 2 ooo
pounds sterling to pay for the land Thev
thus became the mortgagees, and another also
ciation known as the Alliance Land Trust X
formed to act as representatives for the eIS
lish owners and to conduct the affairs of thZ
little colony. The first settlers a? AUiance
numcered 53. since then more than 100 families
have gone there. Up to two years ago the‘set
tlement prospered. The colonists raised good
crops of berries and fruits and received good
pay for them. Some of them had such bridit
prospects that they increased the size of their
farms, and against the advice of the Alliance
Land Trust, built expensive houses. On-these
houses and farms second mortgages were placed.
These mortgages are what are now adding to the
trouble at the colony."

In 1897 vzhen all this was going on in the colony

there were 96 families living in the settlement. These

families amounted to 512 persons and possessed 1,502 acres of

land. Their sceurity was threatened and their labors of fif­

teen years endangered by the action that was proposed by the
2.

Building and Loan Association of Salem.

The danger that threatened the colony in the pos-

S1’°ility of foreclosures was averted by the intervention of

the Baron de Hirsch Fund in the winter of 1897 and 1898. The

Baron de Hirsch Fund bought the mortgages from the building

and loan association that was threatening foreclosure and ar-

ranged for partial and gradual payments of the debts owed by

the farmers.3’

2*  p^£l£an Israelite, June 17, 1897.
3. April, 1907.



After the work or the Baron de Hlreah kuna farm u

Degen to move along smoothly tor the colon).v
voionists again. In

the terry ana fruit crop m this area of Hew leraey was

valued at a.40,000 while sweet potatoes were valuea at another

S10.000. About one-third or this total oKp „as raised Dy the

farmers of Alliance. Their expansion had not been In vain
for, when industrial and economic conditions Decane better’the 

farm situation likewise Improved. The improvement or the ta-

oilltiee of the tamers, which had been the cause or all their

trouble, enabled them to make more money than would have been

possible without these improvements.

From 1200 the situation of the Jewish farmers began

to improve noticeably. To the brothers Maurice and Joseph

Pels of the Fels-Naphtha Soap Manufacturing Co. of Philadel­

phia was due most of the improvement. During the period of the 

colony’s difficulties, from 1897 to 1900, these men began to

take an interest in the J ewish farmers and made innovations in

the colony that concretely showed their interest. These men

desired to give the farmers a chance to help themselves. They

did not like the charity methods used in helping agricultural

°olonies and were of the opinion that given the proper oppor

^unities colonists could work out their own salvation. Ad-

^ering strictly to this principle the Fels brothers est

Wished a cannery known as the Alli vine Cannery.

T®y showed that a cannery could be run efficiently

U«S. Immigration Commission, op. £15.•> pp* 
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abiy in the area the enterprise was set un on ..
uP.on the condition

tMt the farmers were to supply the cannery with al the

produce that it wanted or needed. The cannery was thus to hav<J

first call on the products of the farmers, and in return for

this service would give them the fertilizer required to grow

their crops. This arrangement made the farmers Independent

of the commission merchants in the neighborhood to whom they '

had previously been compelled to send their goods whenever

they wanted to sell them. Formerly the commission merchants

offered the only outlet for the farm products of the settlers.

When the market in the city became glutted the farmers lost al­

most all of what they might have made in their profit on their

crops for the season, and their work had all been done for
1.

nothing.

The cannery, by taking all the goods that the farm­

ers wished to unload, kept this condition from recurring, and

still allowed the farmer to sell his goods at perhaps a higher 

price than that which the cannery could pay. For they allowed

the farmers to se&l in the city all the goods that they wished

to get rid of after they had fulfilled their part of the con-
2.

tract with the cannery.
This cooperative enterprise was headed by Maurice

Fels as President of the canning factory which was locate

Norma Station, New Jersey. The cannery thrived,and

;• Menorah, April, 1907.
• Ibid.
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was leased to a corporation under the
e same aggeements with

the farmers. In 1919 the corporation bought the ™
uugn-c the cannery which

ls still in existence today. In aauition t(>

fits derived from the existence of such en enterprise on the

land was the employment of the young people of the colony in

the business. This had a twofold effect. It increased the in­

come of the families on the land in the first place. Second­

ly it kept the children of the farmers home, and kept them busy

SO that they did not get hankerings after city life. Through

this sort of work many of the'young men and women who might

otherwise have left the colony were able to stay and find em­

ployment and see that life on the soil could be quite pleasant
>.7

if given the proper encouragement. _J

In 1900 the Alliance Land Trust turned over the man­

agement of the colony at Alliance to the Baron de Hirsch Fund.

As we have already seen the Jewish Agricultural and Industrial

Aid Society was organized in this year for the purpose of tak­

ing care of the agricultural activities of the Baron de Hirsch

Fund and from 1900 on this colony was in charge of the Jew­

ish Agricultural and Industrial Aid Society.
/ After 1900 things began to improve for the colony and

1905 there were 165 Jewish families, totalling 891 persons,

the settlement at Alliance. The possessions of these fam­

ines and their material condition since the time tha

i*  Goldstein, op. cit., pp. 13-15.
Ibid. -----
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“arkedly. it may be

-J which Alliance

Thus the pop-

one- third of the

first came upon the land had improved r-- -
interesting to note that the whole t0WMh~

was located had a population of only 2,154. -

ul-ation of the Jewish farming colony was over

total population of the immediate district.

We may leave the colony of Alliance now, returning

to it in our treatment of the Jewish colonies that still re­

mained after the >;ar. Alliance represented one of the most

persevering efforts in Jewish colonization that we have witness 

ed so far, and it deserved to succeed if only for the amount 

of money and labor that was put into it.

SIX POINTS

benefit of the savings

The Society would

for farming

on easy terms.

In the immediate neighborhhod of Alliance lies

the colony of Six Points. Rightfully it should be considered

along with the larger and older colony. The land for Six

Points was purchased by the Jewish Agricultural and Industrial

Aid Society in 1907. This land was not intended to be given

t • + » Hft The Society started the new policy ofto colonists as a gift. ■‘■^e j
selling the land to colonists after tne

by purchasing large

divide the land up i:

Breas and sell the land to

The land that was sold was

which was not a great deal

1913 the settlement at Six -

families and was a success.

tracts had been made.

into small tracts suitable

colonists at cost,
in areas of twenty-five acres each,

of land to use for forming. In

Points was populated by fifteen

It benefltted from the experience
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of the older colonies In the state and its settlers were
moderately successful from the start.1’

WOODSTOWN

Another colony of minor importance in Salem county,

New Jersey, was Woodstown. This colony, which came into

existence in the early 1900’s was not so successful during

its early years, like most of the New Jersey colonies. But

after the farmers saw that they could he assured of a good in­

come from operating dairies their luck turned and most of them

became fairly prosperous. This colony was settled on good

land near excellent markets, a condition necessary for dairy

farming. In general, dairying is an expensive business, and

requires capital not only to get a start but also to keep go­

ing after the start has once been made. Dairy cattle are not

to be purchased cheaply if the fanner wants to make a success
2.

of his enterprise.

The farmers around Woodstown had small dairy herds

on the whole. Two of them in 1908 had herds of ten cows; all

the rest of the farmers fewer. Land in the section was suit­

able for the raising of hay which eenabled the farmers to

produce their own feed cheaper than they could have purchased

it outside of their own farms. These men were also able to grow

Potatoes, tomatoes, and corn, in addition to their dairy'ng 1 2

1. Goldstein, op. cit., p. I5*
2. J.A.I.A.S. ReportV 1908, p. 20.
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and feed growing. Due to the Inexperience or the

they did not meet with as much success as aid the
of Six Points.

farmers

farmers

CU13ERLAKD COUNTY

Cumberland county, scene or activity in Rosenhayn,

Norma, Camel, Carton Hoad, vineland, Millville, and Brotman-

Ville, is not a very satisractory district ror farms fTOm the

standpoint of fertile soils.

This county, which we shall now consider, and the

settlements within it, was a different type of area than

Salem county and its colonies of Jewish farmers. In Cumber­

land there is much diversity in the physical character of the

lands available for farming. They ranged from high to low in

potential productivity. This section of New Jersey is located

near large urban centers and has been settled for some time.

Often the farm of one man would have soil that would support

a market and truck gardening farm while across the road another

farmer would have trouble with bare subsistence farming. Thus,

the land use in the county came to be highly specialized and

intensive in character. The poorer land was left in^forest

and other land was of course, take®. up in urban use.

ROSENHAYN

J.A.I.a.S. Report, 1908, p. 20. f Agricultural Econ-
V.S. Deapr-toFTf Agriculture, Bureau of Agr

°miCS, O£. cit.
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The village of Rosenhayn, m Deerfield township,

Cumberland county, was established about 1B68. At that tine,

however, it was not a Jewish settlement, but was intended

as a colony for Seventh Day Baptists. J, w, Kortolli th<_

founder of the colony, expected that his idea for a settle­

ment of the religious sect of which he was a member would

meet with great approval and hearty support. At first it ap­

peared as though he was correct in his supposition, for a great

number of settlers came to the colony from New England. The

settlement was named Rosenhayn because one of the first sights

that met the eys of the early colonists was a large field of

roses on the present site of the colony of Carmel. And so

the German equivalent of "field of roses" was given to the
1.

new settlement.

Although K'-orton had been very optimistic about his

venture the colony did not meet with the support that he had

expected. The settlement was never very prosperous although

new recruits were constantly being brought into it. By 1880

a number of the men who had originally settled in the colony

had moved away and the stage was set for the lavish migration
2.

to the land.
The history of the Jewish colony at Rosenhayn began

in 1882, the same year that Alliance was settled. Six Russian

Jewish families were placed on the land by the Hebrew

Aid Society of New York in the upper section of the villag

i« U.S. Immigration Commission, ££. cj ,
Ibid.
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ona another small group or Jews were settled In the lower

section. Both groups started to cultivate the land at ap-

proximately the same time. Although they had settled in sec­

tions that had Been farmed before they met the same problems

that troubled the Alliance farmers. The soil was not too

good, and to make matters worse, wells could be dug only

with difficulty because of the sandy soil which made cave-ins

frequent during the digging for water. Although the settlers

in this colony had been able to put a good deal of land under

cultivation, and had also commenced the building; of houses, the

usual 12 by 14 foot dwelling, they were not able to interest

the Hebrew Emigrant Aid Society in their condition after the

initial efforts of settlement were made. This seems rather un­

fair because the Alliance colony received a great deal of help

as we have seen. The settlers of Rosenhayn were ignored in

their pleas for aid and therefore had to abandon their small

holdings soon after they had settled upon them, and return to-

the cities from which they came.

In 1887 another attempt was made to colonize success­

fully the village of Rosenhayn with Jewish farmers. This was

at a time when Alliance was advancing rapidly,and theie

great deal of optimism not only among the prospective settlers

but among their backers as well. In 1867 a group of set-
. -nar-p itself. Their

tied near Rosenhayn and bought land in the
—--------------------------

Klein, op. cit., pp. 51-65.
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idea was to do manual work in the city until
y unt11 ^ey had earned

enough money to get out on the ma tQ

right. In 1888, thirty-seven additional families bought land

under similar conditions. ta the contracts of this second

group, however, there was a clause that worked to their det­

riment. They had agreed to erect a dwelling on the land which
they were going to purchase and cultivate a certain number of

acres of land. This necessitated their llrtng on on the land

instead of their being able to earn enough in the city to

gradually pay for it, farming in their spare time as the first

group of colonists had arranged to do. The additional factor

of having to complete the work of clearing and cultivating

land before a given period of time had elapsed also worked
1.

hardships on these prospective colonists.

In order to employ the would-be farmers who had been

unable to purchase their land because of the rigid requirements,

a large building near the railroad was converted into a tailor­

ing shop where these men worked. The building was called "The

Hotel" by the farmers who had now turned to tailoring for their

livelihood. In 1889 there was a total of 1,000 inhabitants in

Rosenhayn of which 270 were Russian Jews. They owned about

1,912 acnes of land but only 300 acres were under cultivation.

Silty of their children were at that time attending the Boeenhayn

school and rapidly becomlBg assimilated into the ways of 2-

children in games, speech, customs, and attitudes of mind.

s’ Klein, O£. elt., pp. 51-65, jcasslm.
■ Klein, on. nit., p. 83.
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On the lana that „as being by

ltants or the colony at this tlM were patches or stnawterries

raspberries, blackberries, grapes, ana corn. The colonists

lived in twenty-three houses sir or which had bean built by

Jewish carpenters. Almost to a mu the colonists had no money

to invest in improvements on their land, but had to satlsry

thonselves with, the bare necessities.

All that the Jewish Agricultural and Industrial Aid

Society was willing to do in Rosenhayn was to construct a hall ,

Franklin Hall, that was used for recreational and educational

activities. It was probably due to the general lack of en­

couragement on the part of the Society that Rosenhayn never

became a true agricultural colony, but was concerned with in-
2.

dustrial acitivites mainly, instead.

"Had it not been for the fact that a large
building was equipped with sewing machines to
accomodate forty or more operators on. clothing
sent in from Bridget on and Philadelphia, it is
almost certain that the settlers must have starv- •
ed or deserted before the land produced sufficient
to support them."0,

What little was accomplished was due to the. hard work

and the diligence of the settlers alone because there was little

if any outside financial help available. The settlers managed

to gain considerable experience in practical farming m their

work on the fa® of their Christian neighbors during this per­

iod, but even the knowledge of new methods and new equipment

£• U.S. Immigration Commission, oj>.
2. American Jewish Yearbook, 5673, pp. 82

• U.S, Immigration Commission, -----* *
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WaS °f ’ r the JeWS C°Uld not aff°rd the innovations

By 1890, Mny of the houses of Koserhayu „ere desertea ’

stout one-half of the settlers, girtng up

were trying peddling as a neans of support, others staged ’

to find work on neighbroing farms as farm hands. By 18M there

were only 47 Jewish families in Bosenhayn engaged in agrieui-

ture as a livelihood, and the condition of these farmers was
a depressed one.

One of the main reasons for the failure of the Jews

during this period at Rosenhayn was the bad agreement that had.

been made ’with the Building and Loan Association of Bridgeton

with reference to tilling the soil and cultivating a certain

amount of land within a given time. Despite the fact that the

Building and Loan Association of Bridgeton had many of the

farmers of the area under its thumb, there were some in Rosen­

hayn who lived in the old and dilapidated houses which they had

built themselves. These farmers managed to hang onto their

land and to keep themselves alive with the small amount of

farm produce that they were able to raise from their soil. Not

a pleasant existence, to be sure, but they had not taken help

from any outside source. It is to be wondered whether
colonists at Alliance would have done so well had there not al­

ways been help for them when they were in need.

After 1899 the colony became more active an

J- U.S. Immigration Commission, o2.QCit_«> PP*
American Hebrew, September 3,
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years there wore twenty three adhittona! fami familles addea

“ the number of fanllles ebready tt9re. ln 1910 thepe

about 65 families living in .Rosenhayn who depended upon the

soil for their livelihood.

We have painted a rather depressing picture of Rosen_

hayn up to 1910. We shall find that this colony did not im­

prove much even in a later period. Rosenhayn never should have

been settled as an agricultural colony. People were so anx­

ious to get on the land during the period of the early eighties

that it made no difference to them where they went. In the

early history of Rosenhayn there is even a record of some men

who tried to settle on land that was almost pure sand and could

not possibly support any kind of agriculture unless it was

flooded and planted with seaweed. But these men staked the

land out and tried to get started, but of course they could
2.

notiji and failed.

The story of the colony of Rosenhayn will be resumed

when New Jersey agricultural colonies settled by Jews are ta­

ken up in the Recent period of Jewish agricultural colonization.

Nom

The next colony to be considered in Cumberland county,

New Jersey, is Norma. This colony is one of the least i P.

ant of the group since its activities center mainly about its

U.S. Immigration Commission, oj>. _cii• > PP
Ibid.
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industrial, aspects. This colony started about the sene

time as Rosenhayn, and had an almost parallel groMh. It was

not assisted to any degree bythe Jewish Agricultural and In­

dustrial Aid Society with reference to loans or active sup­

port. It was, of course, helped.by the agents of the Society

who worked, over the entire district.

"In Norma... there are a few who own farms in Alli­

ance or Six Points, but the great majority work in factories

in their own locality or in Vineland."

Rightfully, then, Norma should not even be treated

separately ad an agricultural colony, but should be regarded

as industrial instead. Indeed, the Jewish Agricultural and

Industrial ~id Society looked upon it as such for this or­

ganization reported the following concerning this colony:

"At Norma the industrial conditions have
been more favorable. The vest factory of Is­
rael Eskin has been furnishing steady employment
and besides this factory there are a number of
smaller shoos. The prosperity of the community
is evidenced by the general effort made by the
residents to acquire their own homes, thus turn­
ing the seirigfloating population into a perma­
nent one." *

CARi'iEL

More important that the Jewish colony o± Norma is

Cumberland county was the establishment of the settl
Tjeilprin was well

Camel under the aegis of Michael Heilpnn. -

Goldstein, op. cit., p. 15.
2« J.A.I.A.S. Report; 1906, p. 14.
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Known at the time as a scholar, author, Journalist, phllan

throplst, and Idealist. He was a native or Busslsm PolaM

and had been very well educated. In 1843^ because he was a ?/

strong advocate of Hungarian liberty his position became In­

secure In Russian Poland and he was advised by the great Hun­

garian Leader Kossuth to cone to America. In 1856 he arrived

in Philadelphia where his Interest In progressive activities

continued and in the 1880’s he interested himself in the work

of the Hebrew Emigrant Aid Society of New York. With Kacob

Schiff and many other influential people he believed that col­

onization was the answer to the emigrant problem. Because

of this conviction he engaged himself in work with the re­

fugees and in 1882 was instrumental in securing the piece of
1.

land that later became known as Carmel.

In 1882 Heilprin and a few of his friends settled

seventeen Russian Jewish refugees on the land that they had

secured at Carmel. His associates in the enterprise were

Jacob Schiff, Jesse Seligman, Julius Eallgarten, and other

influential Jews of New York City. The colony met with great

difficulties during the first two years when the attention

°f agricultural societies was being centered on the colony
2.

at Alliance.
The settlement was abandoned by the first group

— the -privations which
refugees who were settled there because

Goldstein, op. cit., pp. 16-1?•
• Klein, on. "pit., p. 81.
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from that

to get

of the

Klein, op. cit., p. 81.

colony

Many people felt that one really successful colony was worth

more than several colonies that just managed to get by. With

this attitude to combat, the colonists appealed to Reverend

Sabato Morals of Philadelphia. Through him they contacted

the Baron de Hirsch Fund, and largely through his efforts they

were able to secure a loan of ^5,000 from the Fund which was

allotted to individual colonists according to their needs.

The amount of money to be given to the individual farmers was

decided after a survey of conditions by Moses Klein,

an agent for the Jewish Emigration Society of Philadelpl

Tt was this aid which prevented the disintegration
the settlementof Carmel. In Philadelphia the cause of th

they were expected to endure while in Amm Alliance the colonists
The places of these first

taken by other more haMy retUKees M the col_

point under the guardianship of Heil-

Through
colony became fairly well established 

by 1888.

Soon after Michael Heilprin’s death in 1888 the col­

on y which he had founded and nursed through its early stages

of development was in trouble. It was very hard at the time

support for any colony but Alliance, for the interest

Jewish communities was centered upon that particular

and they did not want to diversify their spending.

were being helped considerably.

colonists were

ony went ahead

prin who tried to assist them as much as he could.

his constant efforts the
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was taken up by such prominent men of the day as judge Layer

Sulzberger, and Simon Kuhr, who used what influence they pos­

sessed to persuade the baron de ^irsch pund tQ grant qo1_

ony money. With the aid that came from the Fund necessary im­

plements were purchased and an additional 1,500 acres of land

was added to that already owned by. the colonists. The interest

in the colony, as much as the loan, added new impetus, and
1.several new families were encouraged to try their luck. At

this time some of the farmers were able to erect new houses

in the places of the very small,uncomfortable ones that they

had been living in since they came to Carmel.

The following statistics of the colony were-contained

in a report of hoses Klein for February 17, 1889, and give a

report of the colony’s condition at that time:

Population (souls) 286

Land (acres) 848

Under cultivation (acres) 247

Houses 30

Barns 25

Horses H

Cows H

"A sidelight on their economic progress is the con-

tribution by the settlers of ;47.00 for the sick and homeless

Offerers of the Johnstown Flood.”

• Klein, op. cit. , pp. 81-83. fi7
4 »caTja^h Yearbook, 5673, pp. 66-5

Ibg;----------------------------- -—



!n 1369 Cannel contain a Poctoffloe, synae„gue,

school, library, two teaohexa, nma . nwnber or artisans who were

not engaged in agriculture. This is mentioned here to furnish

some idea of the activities of the colony with reference to

other subjects than agriculture.

In 1889 the farmers of Carmel were criticized for

making shirts on a large scale for a city manufacturer who

brought the work out to the colony for them to do. Although

the work was necessary for the farmers to keep going and was

done in their spare time, their actions were felt to be un­

justified by certain people. Loses Klein took the part of

the colonists wholeheartedly in this matter, fie explained

that in Pennsylvania machines played an important part in the

life of the farmer. He said that the farmers of Carmel should

be admired rather than critieized for their earnest work which

they did not only in farming but in trying to earn some money

in other ways also. Klein suggested that if the objectors

were finding fault with the fact that the colonists were

not doing manual labor, they should erect a brick yard or a

cannery in either of which the farmers would be more than glad

to work, and work very hard. Klein was all in favor of

ing the farmers to do anything that they could m oiuer t

keep themselves on the land and alive.

Klein, op, cit. pp. 81-83.
2. Klein, op. cit. , pp. 55-56. 
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twenty families worked their own farms and the rest -Ound

work in the shirt factory. The farmers were able to pro­

duce enough milk, butter, eggs, and vegetables for the

whole settlement. Some of the farms were flourishing as were

sone of the farmers who had been fortunate. One ran, who had

been able to invest $30,000 in a farm, had one of the finest

farms in the entire state, and was able to work his land en­

tirely independently. This man owned fifty cows and was able

to support the settlement at Millville, nearby, with 1,500

quarts of milk daily.

By the early 1900's Carmel had become mainly an in­

dustrial colony with a good proportion of its inhabitants de­

pending upon agriculture for their main support, nevertheless.

The farmers had learned by this time that it was practical for

them to engage in some activity besides agriculture. The soil,

which was not so greatly different from that of Alliance, al­

though not so fertile, perhaps, was well-adapted to corn, Irish

potatoes, and truck. In addition to these crops, peaches,plums,

and pears could also be grown. The main difficulty which the

farmers encountered in the area was the variation of the soil.

They might have an acre of land that was well fitted for almost

anything that they cared to put into it. On the other hand,

land might be found alongside of good land that was dy.

barely able to support anything. Fruit trees and g P
in -particular, thrive

will grow on a sandy soil. Grapevine ,

-1* American Hebrew, September 3, I897,
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1.
on a sandy soil.

By 1910 the clothing business that had been carried

on in the colony had become quite brisk and produced a line

income in addition to the farm work carried on by many farm­

ers who were also tailors. The district appeared well-kept to

the United States Inmigration Commission inspector, differing

in that respect from other Jewish settlements. The village

had "a thrifty, well-te-do appearance, the residences were

comparatively large and -well-built with good lawns which were
2.

neatly kept and fenced and ornamented with trees".

Thus, Carmel seemed to be passing from the difficult

stage in its development to one that promised much for the

future. Even though the colony was not to become strictly ag­

ricultural its history is quite significant because of the num­

ber of Jews living in it who were engaged in agriculture. It

will be discussed again with the rest of the New Jersey col­

onies in the Recent period of the history of the American Jew

in agriculture.

GARTON ROAD

Garton Road is the next small settlement in Cumber­

land county with which we shall deal. This colony was

by a Russian immigrant in 188S who purchased 20 acres 

• x. pp • 96—10Q*
1*  U.S, Immigration Commission, o£. -----•>

Ibid,.
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land on the Central Railroad near Woodruff w r^ooaruif, New. Jersey. The
settlement Is located adout two and one-talr miles west ot

Rosenhayn. Additional people tnom Bridgeton having heard or

the pioneer's success almost from the start, came to the col­

ony. By^lflOl there were thirteen Jewish families In the
village.

This colony’s success is examplary of the queer

soil formations in Cumberland county. Located but a short

distance from Rosenhayn the soil in this colony was sufficient­

ly superior to make the difference between success and failure.

The farmers who settled here were fortunate in their choice
/ 2.

and they benefiteed from their selection of land.

In addition to the more favorable soil conditions

prevailing in Garton Road, the later date of the settlement

aided the colony’s stability. Too many people rushed into

farming in the early eighties counting on the fact that they

could probably receive help from one of the agricultural so­

cieties if they did not succeed. Thus they felt tnat they

themselves were taking no chances. Since the Jewish commun

ities were agriculturally minded this attitude was justified

and many people who went onto the soil in reality had no

right to be there at all. In the case of the men who settled

Garton Road, however, the situation was different. Here were
Even after seeing

-men who wanted to farm on their own

1. Goldstein, 0£. cit-» P- 17‘ „3 pp. 82-90, passim.
American Jewish Yearbook, ooro, w



many failures about them they Were willine
xxxxng -co go ahead and

try, knowing that they could not expect helnaeip irom the agncul-
tural organizations who were no longer Interested in estab­

lishing any more colonies until they had put the ones that had

been already established on a paying basis.

That this colony remained entirely agricultural

through the period of its history up to 1914 is also signi­

ficant. It shows that here the farmers were able to live

successfully on the^products of their agriculture alone. By

1910 there were 22 farming families living in Garton Road.
2.

The number of Jewish farmers increased to 24 by 1913.

In 19 03 the colony had attracted the interest of the

Jewish Agricultural and Industrial Aid Society to the extent

that the Society loaned money to some of the farmers of the

district to erect a social hall. The Society was confident
3.

in the success of the colony at Garton Road at that time.

VINELAKD

Vineland is located between Alliance and Carmel.

It was established in the earliest period of colonization a

long with Alliance and Rosenhayn. Its early years were

characterized by the same struggle that marked the early P
Tn 1883 the Am-

iod of all the other colonies of this ar .

Immigration Commission, ^£2.passim.
American Jewish Yearbook, pp’

3- 7XT7a7s. Report, 1903, p.
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erloan IsPaellte ported that -the VtneXana colony In

Jersey is still hooping afloat, but the reports r™ it are

s0 contradictory that it is impossible to tell its ooniltion

without visiting it in person".

The soil around Vineland was suitable for agricul_

ture which was almost a unique situation for the New Jersey

Jewish farm settlers to find. It was a light, sandy loam

that was well adapted for the raising of vegetables, berries,

and grapes. In addition to thses crops the farmers were also

able to plant strawberries as an early season crop. Frequently

the strawberry crop was quite important and yielded an income

of as much as ^300.00 an acre. Farmers in the colony often had

as many as six acres in strawberries alone. The tomato crop

was also an important one for they could be sold to the local

canneries. Thus there was almost always a market for them and

the farmers could raise them with security unless climatic con­

ditions were too obtuse. Grapes were sold to the Vineland Grape

Juice Go. and were also used by the farmers themselves in the

manufacture of sacramental wine which they could sell in New

York, and other cities with large Jewish populations for Pass-

over and for other holiday uses. The staple crop of the colony

was sweet potatoes. This crop was shipped all over the

States after it had been canned bringing hitter P '

sweet pottatoes from any other part of the———Z
J’ ^erican Israelite, May 25, 1883- fi2-90, passim.
2- ^Hcan Jewish Yearbook, 5673, PP- ™ yu- *
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By 1912 the colony haa reached a fair stat, of scour-

Ity ana was assured of its future as an ssrloulUral colony

Although Industry had entered the colony to a degree, It did

not interfere with agricultural enterprise on the part of the

farmers. Vineland developed into a successful colony by 1914

after a slow start. When we consider that all this colony has

accomplished came through its own efforts we must admit that

an excellent job has been done.

BROTMALTVILLE .Aim MILLVILLE

Mention should also be made at this time of the col­

ony at Erotmanville which became largely industrial during an
1.

early stage of its history. This colony was located near Al­

liance and its problems were identical with those of the larger

colony with the exception that this settlement was not given

the support by the Jewish community that Alliance was given.

There was also a colony at Millville, but there are

no records of its activities available to the writer. It was

not of great importance for it was not mentioned, except in

Passing, bji any of the sources dealing with the South Jersey

colonies.

American J ewish. Yearbook, 5673, PP*  82 , £
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CAPE MAY COUNTY

The third colony in Eew Jersey in

rural colonies were located was Cape May. The soli ln thls oounty

was almost identical with that or Cumberland at the time or the

Jewish settlement there. The range rrom good to bad, the undu­

lating characteristics or the contour or the land, the sandy loams,

and the sands, were all evident here. The soils were in some
places more poorly drained than in Cumberland county.1'

WOODBIKE

The colony at Woodbiene was largely due to the ef­

forts of Pfofessor H. L. Sabsovich: "to his untiring energy

and self sacrifice is due in no small measure the success of
I.

the Woodbine colony". Dr. Sabsovich was born in Russia where 

he received a general education. He later took a three year course

at the agricultural school of the Federal Polytechnicum in Zu­

rich, Switzerland. Up until 1888 he was an agricultural chemist

at the University of Odessa. In that year he emigarted to the

United States and accepted a post as agricultural chemist of

the Colorado State Agricultural School. While in Russia Prof.

Sabsovich had taken, an active part in Jewish communal affairs

and was the organizer of the Committee of Safety in

during the riots of 1881 which were directed against the

Later he was one of the founders of "Am 01am", which was * 2 

1- U.S. Department of Ahriculture, Bureau of
Miles, op. Cit. -- .. m states, Dr. Boris D. Bogen
2. Jewish Philanthropy in
ihe maeT,:i11 an r.n ■kw York. 19L'«> P’



-301-

of the intellectual groups in Russia that to

United States in the 1880’s and whose history

der later in the discussion of the Jews in Oregon.

As we have already noted, Baron de Kirsch had spe­

cifically designated the sum of 0240,000 for the establishment

of an agricultural colony to consists solely of Jewish farmers.

As time went on, and the trustees of the Fund did nothing to

discharge the trust that had been placed in them, they began

to receive letters from many different sources asking why the

agricultural colony had not yet been started. This agitation

was going on in the nineties after the unsuccessful attempts

at colonization in the previous years had been dimmed by time.

Michael Eeilprin was one of the main influences at work demand­

ing that a new agricultural colony be founded that would use 

all of the experience of the former failures to make the new

colony a success. In response to requests and questions the

Trustees of the Baron de hirsch Fund organized the "Russian

Auxiliary Committee". This committee, which was composed of

Herman Rosenthal, Selig Rosenbluth, and Dr. Paul Kaplan, was

delegated to find a proper location for the proposed settle

ment and also to find families that would be suitable candi­

dates for colonists. Professor H. L. Sabsovich was later add­

ed to the committee, and it was understood that if & colony

would be founded he was to be its superintendent.
After considerable prospecting for suitable lan

History of the Laron de Hirsch
Publication Society for the Aaron 

Fund, Samuel Joseph,
dOirsch Fund, 1935. p.
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oomltteo aeolded upon a 500 acre tract iooated In itooablne

m southern New Jersey. a railroad was running rainy close

to the site of the colony. As we hare already seen fxuu the

government reports, the soil was suitable Tor truck gardening

as well as for the growing or snail fruits, markets were avail

able for the products that were grown in the colony. The com­

mittee felt strongly that the land was suited for the settle­

ment and most conducive in every way for growth and develop­

ment that would soon establish the colony of the same rank as

the other South Jersey colonies which had managed to become

a success by this time.

In 1891 capital of -.;50,000 was put into a corpora­

tion called the "Woodbine Land and Improvement Company". This

organization held all of the stock in the colony and purchased

the land for the settlement at a cost of $37,500. Dr. Goldman

was the president of the corporation and Professor Sabsovich
2.

was the Superintendent of the colony.

After the land had been selected work started as

Quickly as was practically possible. "The land was surveyed

and divided into parcels of fifteen acres. A similar are

adjoining each plot was reserved for subsequent occupancy by

the owner of the first parcel. Eight hundred acres we
side for the town." In addition to the farms which were to

consist of thrity acres apiece there was to be pa

1- Joseph, on. cit., p. 49.
2. Joseph, op. cit., p. 50.
3- Ibid. -----
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In Au«ust, 1891, the selection of the colonists ton ths settle­

ment was -begun, and by February, 1892, sixty fmllies toa been

enrolled, since the colony was not to take on the aspects „r

a charity settlement, each colonist was required to Invest

sone of his ov/r) money in the project and also to pay $200.00

to the Baron De Kirsch Fund for the money that the organize-

tlon had expended for tools, implements, and other improvements

in the land itself. "By February, 1892, the sum of $3,365 had

been collected from the settlers,"

The project attracted considerable attention and

the following article gives a good example of what the non-Jew- 

ish press' general comments wore:

"Before the families of the settlers moved
to Woodbine, the men built the houses and pre­
pared everything for the final settlement. Dur­
ing this interval they lived in rude structures
that afterwards became barns. A small stove, a
table made of a barrel and a board, and rough
bunks on the ground and in the loft were the on­
ly furniture.

"The diet of the men was mostly coffee and
black bread. Their Russian costiimes, in most
cases had been put aside. Some of tne older men>
however, clung to their astrakhan cap and the
long cloak with the astrakhan trimmings.
Hebrew cast of countenance was not so ®ark®£ h ir
pected. The faces were broad and full. I^hair
of the young girls was cut stjjaigh ? bright and
forehead.p The children were noticeably origi
active."

One of the far*  leaded of ^sey ,

aost important descriptions of the colony in an ad

Joseph, op. cit.
Lgslie's Weekly,

p. 50.
kpril 7, I892’
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We quote from the

n’ American Israelite, February 2, 1893.
2 • Joseph, op. cit.,~p. 52 .

the New Jersey State Board of Agriculture.

American Israelite of February 2, I893.

"According to the report of Tagent of the Not Jersey state RnnS’ ^ee’ the
ture, the town of Woodbine in^aS r ASricul-
under Superintendent Sabsovich of thX
Fund, consist of 1.536 into I . e Hlrsch
30 acre farms and the out! wbich are
served for pasturage upon th^pian^?'^ re"
English communities. In a vearfien f nedleval
famlana, 12 miles of d?lve»I? m ?™es 0t
town lots have been wrested 1Z° acres
ness. The town houses "vere uKb? ?al wilder’
(composed of the Trustees of the *5  • ® ^any,
Fund) cost from to ;1 SOO ea^ Hlrsch
dels of neatness and adaptability fer the^lon-
ists needs, active work is expected to give Wood­
bine 150 houses by spring. A hotel, a railway
station, a synagogue, and a public school are com­
pleted or are in course of erection. A park has been
lain out wmh side streets and avenues lined vdth
poplars and maples. On the farms each agricultur­
ist has 250 fruit tress, planted in 1891, with an
acre, of grapes and small fruits. Early vegetables
growing as readily in Cape,May as in Norfolk, were
also successfully raised."4”

'The corporation that was managing the colony arranged

for the establishment of a basket factory and also made arrange­

ments with a wood turning firm to establish a branch in the

colony. This was done in an effort to wean the Russian colon­

ists away from needlework which was their chief occupation in

other colonies. There was, however, a cloak factory, that

was operating in the settlement almost from its inception, and

which was responsible for a good part of the money that was

earned by many of the farmers.
In the spring of 1895 serious trouble cane to the * 2 
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colony. With the establishment of the cloak factory in the

colony the trustees felt that their support of the settlement

could cease since the farmers now had an additional means of

income besides that derived from their farming. Professor

Sabsovich told the trustees that this was not the case. That

many of the farmers had not been aided at all by the cloak fac­

tory because it ftad not been running long enough and also be­

cause only those farmers who had children old enough to work

in the factory were really able to derive a benefit. Sabso­

vich wrote the following to the trustees of the Baron de Hirsch

Fund:

"I strongly advocate more help for the farmers. I
would suggest that we advance them -jlOO.OO each to plow
and harrow the land; for though they earned good money
during the first year of 'Woodbine's existence, still,
considering that everyone had to build a new home, and
besides that, send a considerable amount of money to Rus­
sia to bring their families over, and to invest some on
their farms, it is easy to realize that of their earn­
ings they could save ho thing. By helping them to im­
prove their farms we shall the sooner free-^hem from our
wardship. After allt they are our wards."

Some of the trustees agreed with the note written to

than by Sabsovich but some of than would not consent to any fur-

then support for they claimed that most of the money of the cor­

poration was already used up. The decision was finally

to extend no further aid to the colonists and nothin was done

p- The farmers ' re-
to alleviate the discontent of the am a

. When new leases were sub­
notion came as a matter of course.

r ip93 they refused to
fitted to them for signing in January, , ’

Joseph, op. cit., p. 52.
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sign, all except two men. The trustees were then ready to

proceed with eviction and depopulation of the colony if their

terms were not net. This determination on their part raised

a storm of protests all over the country. The colonists

hired lawyers, people spoke for andagainst agricultural colon­

ies, and newspapers played up the whole affair because of the

original publicity that had been given to the colonization

plans. The following newspaper article in the New York Press

of April 2, 1893, is a good example of what was going on:

"They first bought five thousand acres of
the scrub oak and pine land at #6.00 an acre. It
is called virgin soil. It is severely virgin.
Spinster soil confirmed in old maid habits would
be perhaos, a better name for it. There is no
doubt that it will make good farm land with pa-
tience. time, and scientific methods, but the bat­
tle to be waged against the stumps and the ever-
snringing brush, is one that is raking the heartof “iiy a 'farner' bred to town ways and das
done much to bring about the present state of af
fairs.

to occunv fh was the selection of the colonists
in thA STt 6 hen wilderness. The first requisite
Ker a l,'/as tne P°ssession of a large family.

tJle scheme was ideal and chimerical. It
v-f/H * A° Ka,Ke what had been a burden a help, by pro-
• for the children in the cloak factory to bring

rioney while the father should be at home
ringing the wild land under subjection. This process,
t was thought, would take some three or four years

aaring which time other factories would be started,
£nus in time creating the much desired loaal market
ior the product of the farms, whose presence is
wealth or death to the agriculturist.

"But it was not supposed that the children should
support the parents while they were farm making. The
other resources of the farmer were, first, the pay
which he was to receive while clearing his farm at tne
?ate of #7.00 an acre, and the next paid work on mak-
lnS the many miles of road, de Hirsch ^venue, and the
cross roads, Jefferson, Madison, Adams, and the res
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named after the presidents of the land „f refuge.

"Then a house and cow stahio 4.x.lars for a cow and V12,50 for chicSS do1’
plements, seeds, fruit trees, and plant?? h lm"he given to each settler for a^tart! to

for the'SpiSeSt?^ care
some time in this country. Only' aboutS8i?6d f°r
brought from the other side, They S si±? were
tracts-which would give them in f^e simpif thStv
acre farms m twelve years at an average cost o?y
f .I00- ^e fi^t three years they S to pay fifty
doiiars rent, ana execute leases upon presentation
Then they were to receive a deed unon paying ,200
down, and giving a purchase mortgage for thl land and
house, and chattel mortgages on implements and live­
stock.

"After the first heads of families had been
selected they sent a delegation down to Woodbien to
look at the site. Then the contracts were signed,
and it is probable that no great stress was laid upon
the contents at the time, for the simple reason that
the company had no mind that the worthy beneficiary
would suffer by not being able to live up to its
terms. They have asked none but the agitators for
the first year’s rent.

"The houses were not built until late in the
autumn and early winter, an inauspicious season to
begin farming in the wilderness. There may have been
some hardship. William Sigall and his friend Isaac
G-rimsky, had the two farms at the two extreme ends oi
the colony. Today they point to a little sh „ Ln®"
hind Sigall’s house---- it was not bigger than a hen
roost in a prosperous dairy country a?d4.aaJ; •- ali
and our families lived in that place, si trees’
for five months while we were clearing off

"This was not a desperate matter f°^ePg°a^e[®
who, as Superintendent Sabsovich say , fi®st years,
Dakota or Kansasto live in ^gouts t this sig
Yet work under these circumstance ' Zionists a
nigicance in the case, that it ga th the
feeling of having put some of their evictions
soil and animating that feeling ' peasant, which
so incomprehensibly hard for tn patroons
wale the . interminable lease peasant oi itchfork
flse in this state in 1845 and set the^ ts and
tines against the clauses of those m
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the bayonets of the militia.”1’

"The story described at s™o i
ficulties attending the first siLle^th the dif~
difficulties. which led Pro?esso^h S ?lanting,
that possibly the farmers had been to adlilit
acres and too many seeds to plant in to° Eany
scribed minor riots, engendred bv th them‘ - Tt de“
content, which precipitated thiectidis"
against the seven alleged 'riot Proceedingsea out by muenao that possibly Se S ta^
they had the right onntheir side mi4t s> though
justice with mercy." *'• offt ^aTe 'tempered

finally, to settle the whole dispute without any e- -

victions, the Trustees of the Fund made the necessary compro­

mise to the farmers and in other ways pacified them. But when

even these arrangements did not suit the farmers it was neces­

sary to evict nineteen of them leaving forty-one still on the

land in Lay, 1893. It took the colony some time to settle

down after all the excitement and to proceed with its work.

Progress came very slowly for these settlers, particularly in

their agricultural work. Finally it was decided to open an

agricultural school in the colony which would not onlyst imulate

agriculture but would train the younj people for their future

profession. This would eliminate the necessity, in the eyes

of the trustees, for the young men and women of the colony
leave it for education and occupations, elsewhere. This school

which was known as the Woodbine Agricultural School

taken up in detail later.
In the meantime, following the trouble in 1693? m

J- Joseph, op. cit., p. 54.
< Ibid, -----

• Joseph, op. cit., pp. 54 ff.
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dustrlal entox-prises were ewouraged by the Trustees of

rund. A basket factory, another clothing shop, a brick mn-

ufacturing factory, and many other industries were encouraged

to come to Woodbine. Thus, the agricultural nature of the

enterprise was gradually becoming obscured by other activities
engaged ih by men who were supposed to have been farmers."^*

Nevertheless the farms continued and by 1897 some

of the farmers had met with a fair amount of success. Their

fruit crops, such as peaches, pears, etc. usually did well and

with their grape vines and market truck enabled them to make

a fair living most of the time. There were, however, occas­

ions when the farmers were in bad condition because of the fail­

ure of their crops either totally or in part. In times as those

the industrial aspect of Woodbine was a boon to then for it

Joseph, op. cit., p. 61,

provided them with work until they could recoup their losses.

Despite the improvement at woodbine there was a good

deal of disatisfaction throughout the country at the way m

which the colony had generally been run. The following report

was an attempt to answer the critics of the Woodbine colony.

"In an interview with •
the Nev/ York Evening Post, hr. o. d
aserWf-tH HlJSSTi’und, sws of a
Hirsch colony at Woodbine, J prosper-
times have not injured inthe . is not an
ity of the colony at Woodbine. There have
idle man or woman in the se s+rikes, no worn-
been no reduction in wages, rest of
ments of the sort that have -- pasket fac-
the country. In the iron mi £ailoring shops,
tory, and the brick-yards,
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and on the farms there has been rm v,
as that in the Alliance colony in 3aS ® Such
New Jersey.’" y in baleia county,

"There are about 240 families in this col­
ony, over 1,000 people. If Er. Solomons is cor­
rectly reported, it is anachievement to be proud
of....But w^y should so good a work be shroudedin’mystery? Why do not the Hirsch Fund trustees
give a public account of the discharging of their
trust? They have achieved a great success and
the world is anxious to know-how it was done that
the methods may be copied." ’

By .1914 Woodbine was infinitely more important as an

industrial settlement than an agricultural one. That this sta­

tus continued we shall seein our discussion of present day

Woodbine elsewhere in this paper.

KOKTKJIORB AID LAY'3 LANDING

The small settlements of Eontefiore and May's Landing

were also located in Cape May county, New Jersey. Eontefiore

has never been more than mentioned in the sources used in

preparation of this paper so it is safe to assume that the

colony in that city never really attained any great importance.

It does not exist today, and propably passed out of the pic­

ture during the difficult period of the nineties when all of

the newly established colonies were in great distress and us­

ually unable to procure the necessary aid.
May's Landing has never been a very important

so rar as Jews have been concerned. Their settling there

TOs never large and only a handful of farmers ®ea6ed actively

hSgrican Israelite, July 8, 1S97.
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and is

Probably

to give

in agriculture there.

capable of supporting

because Gentile land-c

up their farms in the area Jewish farme:

in.

being the capital of the Nudists of America.

It does have g0Qd

5 a well-paying agriculture.

•owners have not been willing

!rs were enable to come
The chief distinction of Mays Lending totoy

HUNTERDON COUNTY

Hunterdon county, New Jersey, the locale of Fleming­

ton, presents a different soil picture than that of the gener­

al situation in New Jersey. The Jewish settlement was located

about seven miles southwest of Flemington and about eight miles

northeast of the Delaware River. In this area high ridges

which are overgrown with second growth timber are the chief

characteristic. The soil is a yellow or brown loam of about

ten inches depth, in some cases being gravelly. The slopes,

which contain, in general, the same soil characteristics, are

not adaptable for general farming because of their steepness.

They are, however, suited for fruit' growing as sloping land af­

fords the fruit trees shelter from cold air resulting from
early frosts.^The soil is suitable for general farming, and

f°r stock raising. The lavish farmers have folloved the exam

We of the other farmers of the district and have engaged In

general faming, dairying, and poultry raising.

7" ' nr Agricultural Econ-
o’ U*s« Department of Agriculture, Bureau

O£. Cit. . „ pit p. 142.
* Immigration Commission, o£.-----.• ’
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FLailNG-TON

The first settlements of J.ws neai Flenington

made In 1906 when a Jewish family located there In th. spring.
Aa was the case In many previous lnstah.es other families fol^

lowed soon after the first. One came in the fall of th. year

(1906) and three or four more came during 1907. These farm- '

ers all came on their own resources and out of their particu­

lar desire to settle in the area. Most of the farmers were

Russian Jews with the exception of a few who had come from Aus­

tria Hungary. Most of the settlers had been in the United States

for only a few years. In general the immigrants who settled

on the land in this area had had no experience in farming a-

broad, and had been merchants, tailors, carpenters, and other 

of

hy

section came

very short

non-agricultural workers. In addition to the farmers who came

to the settlement on their own initiative there were several

additional families who were brought in by the Jewish Agricul-
thetural and Industrial Aid Society. These families brought

total up to approximately eighteen in 1909.

Attempts were made

this settlement by placing them on the

the Jewish Agricultural and Industrial

Island. Here they were supposed to be

ture work and given a sound background

to train potential colonists

Test Farm operated

Aid Society on Long

seasoned for^their fu-

for farming.

Most of the farmers who settled in th

Erectly to New York from Russia and spent only

p’ Immigration Commission, oj>« si—
Ibid.

lnstah.es
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time at the training faurn, some none at an. Ihey ea

them land on easy terms. Usually the land did cost

than ^25.00 to i50.00 an acre. A down payment of iS1oo was sup.

posed to be required from every farmer but many of them did

not pay any money down at all. Interest of only 4# was paid

on the land that the farmers bought, the price of *loh  land

depended upon its location and its suitability to agriculture.

Usually the farms were from 50 to 100 acres in size but there

were a few •farms purchased'which were less than fifty acres

in area.

The Jewish Agricultural and Industrial Aid Society

was able to take steps to prevent the settlers who came into

this district from paying too much for land. The Society's

representatives were in the field constantly and were glad to

consult with the prospective purchasers of farm land who had

notrue idea of the worth of the land which they were buying.

The land they purchased eventually was worth the price they

had to pay for it. Being 55 miles from Nov York it was

well-situated so far as a market was concerned. Considering

all the factors involved land was purchased properly and m

diligently so far as the Jews in Flemington were concerned.

nro-po fairly successful soon
The farmers in the area were .

Tn 1Q07 they nepted a
after they started their settlement. In
‘otal of ni,579.21 aga^at 35,075.97 la rbo previous year. * 2

U.S. Immigration Commission,
2- J.a.I.A.S. Report, 1907, pp. I3"14*



farriers
were forced

' off the

"as,. enoouracea the
enabling then to stomach

■' W9athar’ ^aects, and the

■armer. some of the

the land
Of the total number ofto return to New York City.

in Flemington only three or four families
land and had to return to New York.1*

Though large farms were purchased by the Jewish farm­

ers in this section they were not farmed extensively and a con­

siderable amount of the acreage controlled by the new colonists

was left uncultivated. The Jewish farmers did not introduce

any new methods of farming into the district nor did they plant

any new crops. Despite their experience on the Test Farm on

Long Island they were still forced to copy from the native farm

This moderate success, small though it

•farmers and raised their morale, e'

future hardships in the matters of

many other hazards that confront the fg

families were unsuccessful in their efforts to farm'

and had

ers in farm methods and crops to plant, host of the Jewish

farmers engaged in poultry farming and in dairying as did their

Gentile neighbors. Poultry farming was the most popular of the

two because of its simplicity as compared with dairy farming.

The latter required a great deal of labor as compared with the

easier task of caring for chickens. In addition to the activ

ities of the Jews in farming and in poultry raising they also

Practiced general farming. They raised hay, which was used as

feed for their dairy herds, as well as corn, wheat, o ,

an<i other staple crops. In addition to these crops—--- -----
S. Immigration Commission, og. ’ $
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the fact that the Jew was not used to

2.
he became physically fit.

fanners also had a fair ^ount of laM

of buc^eat. Some of the farmers in ,.lenlnston as;

their farms for boarders, and th
ariaeis grew vegetables

with which they were able to supply their ^.1.

The Jewish ;«er was reasonably successful with his

crop in this area. His yields were fairly high in comparison

•to other districts. In addition to the crops already mentioned .

a few of the farmers enGsged in fruit growing but not to any

great extent. In general the lavish farmer was not so success-

ful as his Gentile neighbor particularly in cattle raising.

Perhaps this was due to

this occupation yet and that the hard work connected with dairy­

ing held him back until

The Jewish farm, as has been mentioned before, was

not as well kept as the Geritile farm. Lack of paint and poor

repair characterized the colony as so many other Jewish settle­

ments. It is true that a few of the settlers had sufficient 

time to make their homes presentable. But most of them had

found the land so overgrown with brush and undergrowth that

aH their efforts -went to prepare the land for their crops and

they did not have much energy left when they got through

that work. als was particularly true of the period before toe

Jar when the Jewish farms were still in their initial p

. * 3-
off development.

!• U.S. Immigration Commission, oj). cit., P
2. Ibid. b
3« Ibid.
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A few of the farmers returned to the city in the

winter time in order to find work for themselves during the

slack period in farming. They had to do this in the colony '

because there was no opportunity for work outside of farming

in Flemington as the colony was devoted exclusively to agri- '

culture. These famers did not go into the city every year

as a natter of course but only when they were beginning to farm

and needed the extra capital to be obtained from the winter’s
work to build up their farms during the coming summer,1. 2 3

The social life of the Jewish colony of Flemington

was not very significant. There were not enough males over

twenty-one to play an important part politically. In addition 

to that fact the Jewish farmers here as elsewhere kept pretty 

much to themselves. They felt, and perhaps ri^itly, that they 

were not welcome in the social activities of the non-Jaws and
2.

so did not nix to any extent at all.

"The Hebrews are industrious and their
reputation for honesty and sobriety is good.
while the social intercourse between the na­
tives and immigrants is limited, no prejudice
or antipathy to the Hebrews seems to exist
further than the general sentiment due to the
difference in religious belief."

By 1910 the fanners at nekton had
farms which totalled 3,262 acres, ■'■hey
In the farms, all of which were sold under contract to farmers

Who had been aarefullyinvestigated as to character and expert- 

ence first.

1. U.S. Immigration Commission, O£» IL ’
2. Ibid.
3. Ibid.
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The colony at Flemington was ™t on was prosperous and its fu-
ture seemed secure in 1914. Due t„ the famers,

interest in agriculture with only a few of them taking m

Martens, the sufficient time was spent In agricultural ezper.

imentatlon to make these farmers secure. Their settlement on

good land, and their initial good fortune instead of the de­

vastating problems that met other early colonists made the

difference barteen success and failure in thia settlement.

HALBEHfSTOWN

The final colony with which we shall deal in New

Jersey is one of small importance because it never progressed

very far. Halbertstown was founded in the early nineties by

a group of New York speculators. These men sold plots of land

to Russian immigrants which were supposed to be used for farm­

ing and for industrial work since factories were to be brought

into the district by the same promoters. But the promoters

of the idea were not able to get enough men together to war­

rant the forming of the colony or to induce any factory owner

to come to the twon which was supposed to be run on a cooper­

ative basis. Eventually the land was sold out to satisfy

almost hj40,000 worth of mortgages upon it. The village

deserted for the experiment proved a failure.
With the mention of this last colony »e have finished 

American Hebrew, April, 10, 1896
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the history of the New Jersey colonies fQr

1880-1914. Je shall deal with them

of this paper, bringing them up to date.

PENNSYLVANIA

Jewish farming activity in Pemsylvanla

period of Hussirn Inmigration was limited, due t0 the expen­

sive nature of the land that was open for fart settlements In

that state. With the exception of the National Farm School

near Doylestown, and the few farms in the immediate vicinity,

there was little activity on the part of Jewish farmers in this
state.

The Jewish Agricultural and Industrial Aid Society

reported a number of Jewish farmers in eastern Pennsylvania

in 1908. This was very desirable farm land, as brought out

by the Society, and much in demand. The farmers settled in

this state were not Russian refugees since the refugees did
1.

not have the money necessary to buy farms here.

Although there are numerous scattered farmers in the

state of Pennsylvania there was never any concentrated effort

on the part of any particular group of Jews to colonize this

state for the above mentioned reasons. What Jewish fanners

there were in Pennsylvania before the War used the same me
as.the non-Jews among whom they lived. Small numhersof Jewish

farmers were located in Addison, Norristown, Pottstown, and

Dojlestown, the hone of the National Fam school.

1- j.A.I.A.S. Report, 1908, p. 22.
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PISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

from Pennsylvania to tne District or Columbia

w8 find one colony mentioned near yasblngton at ,ulte an early

date. The soil characteristics which dominate In the area or

Washington are not particularly favorable to farming. The

land is rolling and undulating and is low to fair In natural

productivity. The surface of the land is mainly sandy and a

large part of It is forested or out over. The best use of the

land calls for local determination.

In 1883 fifteen Jewish families purchased land near

Washington, D.C. They called their colony "Washington".

These families were of the more wealthy class of individual 

for they purchased their land independent of outside help and

also bought cattle for dairy herds. They intended to go into

dairying since they were most interested in that particular
2.

branch of farming.

The colony was successful from the start but the

start did not last very long. The following report from

the Arnerican Israelite belies the fate of the colony; 

"From the dairy-farm at Washington, D.C. we have no

recent news. The experiment was successful from the start, and

proved that the projectors were as wise as they were benevolen

If the word "benevolent" in the quotation is to
gest that the colony was founded by philanthropists the Ameri-

i. .U.S. Department of Agriculture, Bureau of Agricultural

op, pit. ?kq
Jewish Encylcopedia, Vol.

2. American Israelite, hay 25, 18
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can Israelite errs, for, as We have
. ’ kis settlement was

solely by the colonists. Because of

dence and the fact that they were not abiP „ +
e to get support when

they needed it, the colony failed a year or so after its in­

ception, ana the colonists had to g> tack to the cities from

which they came. This failure may be attributed to the general

lack of interest of individuals or organisations in any colony

but the ones in South Jersey, particularly Alliance, at this

tine.

ARKANSAS

The first record of a Jewish farmer in ArkansA?

dates back to 1876. The fairier in question was successful, in

spite of the fact that he was located on very poor land in

Pine Bluff, Jefferson county. The land was flat and poorly

drained, of generally low productivity when drained. In order

to be farmed it was necessary to clear the land of second
1.

growth timber and to drain it.

Col. Sam Franklin of Pine Eluff, Arkansas, was, in

addition to being a farmer, a politician. He was well thought

of in his community being asked to run for the State Legis­
lature by some of the most influential citizens of the city In

which he lived. "Mr. S'ranlln Is a gentlemean of intelligen e

and standing and is about the largest planter on the Arkan-

a 2"sa.s River."

" “ Agricultural Econ-
Department of Agriculture, Bureau

o^ics, o£. cit. .  i 1876.
2«. American Israelite, September 1,
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NB.7P0RT

In Jackson county, near the clty of *

Jewish colony of Russian tanigrants was establish about

1882. The land in this area was superior to that m frank­

lin's district. It was smooth and inherently pzoductlve, tut

was poorly drived and^n forest with a large part of the' .

area subject to flood.

In 1883 the colony of Russian emigrants was sup­

posed to be doing well on the land and . their future was re­

garded as being bright. Lost of the colonists of this set­

tlement were members of the intellectual Russian organizat­

ion, the Am. 01am which was founded in Russia and one of whose

purposes was to foster agriculture in America and encourage

members of the society in that field. Before the migration

of the members of the society to New port they had been bas­

ket makers in Brooklyn, New York. They stayed in this work

for only a short time for they were anxious to get out on the

land. They were given this opportunity through.Dr. r/intner(s

Help Committee in Brooklyn. This organization paid the cost

of their transportation to the colony and also supplied them

with sufficient faming materials to get started.
Qrhe life of this colony was very short. Not only

was the radical change in the type of existence that they

1- U.S. Department of Agriculture, Bureau of Agricultural
rsq^eitung vol. 47, PP-
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leading too much for the men, but the

were too rigorous for them. Serious
conditions at Newport

epidemics of malaria
due to the swampy condition of the country caused the col­

onists to abandon their holdings and give up the project c<
pletely._/The dissolution occurred in 1884, just two years

after the founding of the colony. During that time little

had been accomplished on the land besides clearing, and the

planting of a few crops. The colony goes down as one of the

numerous failures of colonies settled in the southwest during

the early period of Russian immigration.

DES ARC

mention is also made of a colony at Des Arc, Ark­

ansas which also failed due to the bad condition of the land
2.

which the colonists were supposed to farm.

Thus in Arkansas not much of significance was accom­

plished during the Russian inmigration period. Agriculture

in this state has always been handicapped by soil and climatic

conditions. The farmers have usually needed large holdings

of land in order to be able to get along at all. The Jewish

immigrants, of course, -were not able to afford any great a

mount of acreage and so were limited in their efforts.

of markets also held the Jewish farmers back even had they

been able to grow crops successfully.

1. Levine, op. cit., p. 60 ff. ,, •, 47 pp, 536-537,2- Allgenii ene Z^ituAg des Juderrtums, Vol. 4/,
18837---------------------
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louisiaka

urmng from Arkansas -o 10ul31aMwe

Ja,lsh farn settlement was made at m early ln

iod Of Bussian Jewish emigration to the halted states at Si

oily Island, In Catahoula Parish, Louisiana, The soil In

this area was Inherently productive at the tine that the col-

ony was placed on the land but It was poorly drained. IT con­

siderable portion of the land In the area was In forest and was

also subject to flood. Whether It was worth while ever trout-
ling to clear this land is problematical?]1.

In 1882 the Hebrew Foreign Kission Society was colon­

izing Russian Jews in various parts of the United States. New

Orleans was one of the first communities to take an active in­

terest in solving the problem of the mass immigration of Russian

Jews to the United States. This community wished to establish

an agricultural settlement, feeling that through agriculture

could the problem of absorbing the many refugees be solved most

satisfactorily. The movement in this direction in New Or­

leans was started by Alfred Montagu who wrote to the New York

Board of the Alliance Israelite Universolle m 18B0 concerning
“Id for the city in their efforts to start such a colony. Lard

■ „+ t R. Kurscheedt
was offered to the originators of the proje y

cultural Econ­
i’ U.S. Department of Agriculture, Bureau
omics, 02. cit.
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speaking for the Governor of L„ulsiana who was

the projected settlement. Governor Hoknery was „liung to

give 160 acres to each rmliy of Jwish

to Louisiana to settle.

The conununication with the Alliance I8raelite Univ-

erselle in New York was followed by a telegram from Governor

KcEnery to the Hon. Myer Isaacs who was the President of the

branch society of the alliance. In this message the Governor

of the State expressed his satisfaction with the proposed set­

tlement and offered help to the colonists. Following this, the

Union of American Hebrew Congregations issued an appeal to

Kew Orleans Jewry to give sone assistance to the plan. A meet­

ing was called, and largely through the efforts of Habbi Gutt-

heim a substantial sum of money was collected and a permanent 

eommittee was appointed to make arrangements as quickly as
2.

possible.

The land that had been offered by the Governor was

studied first of all. It was located in Attakapas parish and 

was found to be infertile land unsuitable for an agricultural

colony. Turning from this land to other available land the

organizers of the colony purchased land from Isidor and - nry

Newman, who were well-known philanthropists. This land

sisted of a tract of 2,800 acres which was 350 miles from hew

Orleans and twenty-five miles from Natchez. It was

" ~ ~ ov n steeg Printing and Publish-
The Jews in Louisiana, Leo Shpal ,

Co. New Orleans, 1935, PP» 1
2. Ibid.
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vicinity

as being

lies ifl a favorable climate.
1” d'- —vj u

lower than freezing in winter.
The winters are so mild that
nice garden throughout
crops nay be produced:
corn, oats, and rice. —...
fruits can be grown here. 1. — »uxvau±o j
cattle raising as there is nutritious pasturage
whole year round."* 2’

of several thriving towns and was generally regarded

good land, well fit for agricultural settlement.

"...The land was rich, about one-half cultivated
and is not subject to being inundated by floods. In
its surroundings are found many pleasnt cities,, of
which New Orleans is the chief market place, which can
be reached in forty-eight hours by boat. Catahoula
lies ifl a favorable climate. The temperature hardly

ever goes higher than ninety degrees in the summer or
lower than freer.ino- 4-4---. Sunstroke is uncommon.

a man. can have a very
the entire winter. The following
cotton, tobacco, sugar cane,
All kinds of vegetables and
?e. It is very suitable for. . x.

SICILY ISLAND

lhe land was purchased on very easy terms. The

price was -7.00 an acre for the Lovelace, Green, and Dr. Peck

plantations. This rpice included all improvements which were

already on the land such as houses, cabins, and cotton gin

houses. The purchase money was to be paid in yearly install­

ments of ^2,000 beginning on January 1, 1885. The money out­

standing was to be free from interest for the first five years.

After that time it was to bear 6$ interest. Both State and

Parish taxes on the land were to be paid by the Newman brothers

for the first five years of the colony’s existence. The first

two years on the land were to be of a probationary nature. If

the project were abandoned before the end of that time 

1. American Hebrew, January 13, 1882‘ 16 1882, p. 329> tr*
2- ^Hgemeine~Zeitung des Judentums. Lay
by the writer.
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1.
was to be charged.

The colonists for the settlement, which was made

in 1381, caEle largely from Kiev, Elizabethsgrad, and other

Russian cities. They consisted of 51 men, 34 women, and 66

children of both sexes under fifteen. Among the men there

were 12 merchants, 11 farmers, three teachers, one lawyer,

one carpenter, one book-keeper, one typesetter, one cigar­

ette maker, six clerks, one student, two tobacco cutters,

one tinsmith, one saddler, one 'professor, and one tobacco man

ufacturer. All of these people had strong desires to go into

agriculture and had been interested in agricultural pursuits

while yet in Russia.

The following is a synopsis of the constitution of

the settlement of the Russian immigrants at Sicily Island,

Catahoula Parish, Louisiana:

"The domicile is fixed at Sicily Island,
parish oi Gatanoula. The object of the assoc­
iation^ is the improvement of the moral and in­
tellectual condition of its members and their
families, to promote their welfare by united
and harmonious action on their part, and to af­
ford mutual assistance to themselves. To found
a colony on the Sid Sicily Island, there to pur­
chase lands, apportion the same, erect dwellings
farm houses, a school house for the education of
the children; establish a library for the com­
mon use of the colony; supply money, farming
utensils, or other articles of husbandry, house­
hold furnitiire and stock to its members, and
generally do and provide for their mutual sup­
port or for the furtherance of their aims and
purposes aforesaid whatever shall be necessary.

1. American Hebrew, January 13, 1882.
s. ibid:------------------



"The corporate power of thi<=
or colony shall be vested in a pL!Jsociation
?yrbalS?^°Sed °f SST“

wlthout oonpensatlon°ftKyeS2n ?ha11 sebve
to fill vacancies in their nuSi/^ no power
President may call meetings Sf nJney.or the
whenever necessary thev%h«i i ass°ciation
accounts of the affairs of t^\keep. re£ular
shall furnish at the Snera? LtSf°Ciation and
ony a correct and particular a«ntln?s of the c°l-
performed and of the conditions of^hiLJ* 1® WOrk
ally; which report together Sith the bSkSenef"
vouchers, shall be submitted tn bo?ks anda ootwitiee of revisLr, Jo be 4 by
sociation or colony. elected by the as-

tn or °f th® ?olony shall be allowed
??4 ln spirituous or malt liquors

V ! ° Vhe Colon^ and no member
skc‘i1 e+,g?&e m^any business without the consent
oi two-thirds 01 the members of the colony.

''All disputes arising among members, their
families or employees shall be decided by the
-card of Governors. The party thinking himself
aggrieved may appeal to the Immigrants' Aid As­
sociation of New Orleans as intermediators, whose
decision shall be considered final. Any member
who shall violate this article by appealing to
the courts of justice shall lose his rights as a
member of the colony and his lands and property
shall at the discretion of the colony be bought
by said colony at the valuation or price fixed by
the Immigrants' Aid association of Nev/ Orleans.

"All money belonging to any individual mem­
ber which was deposited with the immigrants' Aid
Association of Ifew Orleans, will remain as a gen­
eral fund for the benefit of the colony, but such
member shall be entitled to a special credit on
the books of the colony for the amount so deposi e
less the cost incident to his voyage and his sup­
port.

"In the event of the death °f a
family (if consisting of a widow or minor sbi^^
ren) shall be supported by the colonj
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tion for the terra of five years, during which
tine the members of the association shall be
bound to cultivate the lands of said family.
This obligation shall cease, however, upon ei­
ther the son of the deceased, if any, attaining
the age of twenty-one years, or the widow en­
tering into another marriage.

"In case of sickness of a member, his fam­
ily shall be supported by the colony until said
member's recovery.

. "The lands of the colony shall be divided
into groups by the uoard of governors whoo
shall apportion them into lots drawn for by the
members of the colony. All lands, farming uten­
sils, etc., shall remain the property of the
colony, ho member of the colony can dispense of
the same until the debt of the colony to the In­
migrants' Aid Association is paid. Of course
this does not affect his private property. Ample
provision is made should any member become object­
ionable to the colony. All amendments to the con­
stitution must receive a two-thirds vote.

"On the dissolution of this colony by lim­
itations or sooner, by the will of four-fifths of
its-members, its affairs shall be liquidated and
wound up by the Immigrants' nid Association of
New Orleans (if still in existence) or else by
three commissioners appointed by the association
at a general meeting convened for that purpose.
Its assetts, if any remain after payment of all
its debts, shall be divided among the members of
the association or colony in the proportion of
their respective interests therein."

The colonists came directly from Russia to New Or­

leans. Their nominal leader was Hernan Rosenthal who was a

Merchant of some considerable means in Russia. Help came to

i'hese potential pioneers from many sources. Supplementing

tlle Honey which some of them had been able to invest the All­

iance Israelite Dniverselle made a loan of (?2,000 which was

in addition to what had been raised in Hew Orleans by the Imm

^nerican Hebrew, January 6, 1886. 
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igrant Aid. Association there.

sent to Sicily Island

in New Orleans. This

forty houses and a

This, he said, he

house was to run

experienced Russian farmer

A large load of timber was ? j

by Mr. E. E. Dreyfus, who was an architect

man also agreed to take up the building of

store house for the keeping of provisions.

would do without charge. The cost of each

somewhere between J125 and §150.

who lived in the community at New Orleans volunteered to teach

the settlers practical farming. He was satisfied to work for a

very modest wage.

Twelve plows were donated to the colony by A. Bald­

win and Co. of New Orleans, a hardware concern. In addition

to this gift the hardware company gave the colonists eighteen

sets of harness besides furnishing all the hardware that they

needed at cost. Doors and sashes were donated by Lhote and

Co. Other donations, such as furniture, seeds and farming im-
3.

plements were also promised to the colonists.

The majority of the settlers came to the colony with

some cash. A few of them had:a good deal of money but most of

them did not have much left by the time they Reached their des­

tination. Altogether their money amounted to $7,500. Of

that amount §3,200 was put aside for the common use of the com­

munity according to the advice of the New Orleans Immig

AU Coamittee. This noney »as to be used We advanced

Shpall, op. cit., pp. 13-15. MaV 16, 1885, p. 529.
2- Allgenelne des ^^28(1 Lar ’
3. American Hebrew, January 13, 100 •
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of refugees in New Orleans. The remainins
mg -94,300 was put aside

as a reserve fund to be used bv thh1. y the members of the colony if
necessary.

The colonists were very well receive! on their ar­

rival at hew Orleans preparatory to proceeding to their new

home, in addition to the welcome of the colonists at hew Or-

leans there was also a celebration held at Harrisonburg for

them. This town was located not far from Sicily Island itself.

A public meeting was held in Harrisonburg during which a un­
animous motion of welcome was passed for the new settlers/’

Plans were now being actively made for settlement of

the settlers on the land. Hany small matters had to be dealt

with which had not been considered in full detail before this

time. Each family was to be provided with the means for one

year's support on the land as well as the necessary horses,

mules, oxen, and farming implements. It was hoped that with

these preparations in addition to the requirements that the col­

onists be only experienced farmers or mechanics would enable

the colony to shift for itself after the first year of outside
3.

support.
On Saturday evening, December 17, 1881, twenty-five

of the men who had landed in New Orleans with the Russian re­

fugees left for Catahoula Parish for the city of iJirriso
PT=B that point they still ha! a nonsideratle journey overland

1. American Hebrew, January 13, 1882. 5 p> 329.
2- gllgSinTTHtdng des Judentums, ’
3« Levine, op. cit. , p. 42«



Wore they would reach the land that had teen Mli to the

Eew Orleans society Toy the' immigrants. When they left the

wharf there was a larse crowd to see them off. it „as com.

posed of many refugees who were to follow these men In a

short time, and numerous friends and sympathisers with the
Russian refugee movement. The remainder of the men left

Sew Orleans on the following Wednesday, there having been two

groups who went to Sicily Island separately. All of the

women and children were left in Not Orleans to wait until
the colony was reasonably prepared for settlement.1’

The colonists were anxious to get to work. They

wanted to show that they were equal to the hardships of agri­

cultural work and that they were eager to be allowed to take

up land and to farm it. In three days the colonists hauled

150,000 feet of lumber, 40,000 bricks, 100,000 shingles, 100

packages of nails and hardware, sashes, doors, lime, and many

other materials. These supplies had been landed near the

Sicily Island settlement by the barge that ran between that
2.

village and New Orleans.
After the work of hauling supplies had been concluded

the men were ready to start work on the colony itself. Over

450 acres of land was fenced in by the Russian farmers. They

Plowed 200 acres also, and planted grain, corn, ana

Trees were cut down and land was generally
oH1„rs Roads were re­

trees were planted by the optimistic s

American Hebrew, December
2* Levine, op. cit., p. 42.

23, 1831.
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paired or put in as needed, wells Were d .
s> and Other pieces

of work were done about the colony remain
5 reWring great diligence

and untiring labor on the part of1 the wP 01 the Russian immigrants
WO large houses on theland when the aettlera

used as common homes for the ran during the Initial work in

building up the settlement. After the more elementary pieces

of work had been concluded the men turned their attention to

the building of permanent homes for themselves and their fam­

ilies. Three-room houses were erected by the farmers in ad-
dition to the other buildings on the land already.1’

Plans were also made at this time for the planting

of twenty additional acres of land in vegetables, of one hun­

dred in cotton, and another hundred acres in corn. The balance
2.

of the land was to be used for pasture.

but the faming activities of the emigrants soon en­

countered serious difficulties. There were only two yoke of

oxen and two mules in the settlement. This worked great hard­

ship in the plowing of the land for only four farmers could

plow at one time. Thus progress was slowed up to a consider­

able degree. The heat also began to bother several of the

colonists and the scarcity of drinking water aggravated this

hardship. The colonists were disappointed in that their

wives and children were not with them during the earlj

of their settlement. They did not stop to consider the^

ful hardships that would be faced by their

Shpall, op. cit.
Levine, op. cit. 

pp. 13-15.
p. 42.



number of people descended on the colony nt 1-
one time.

in aadUlon to tbese complaints tbe 0010Blsta

missed the spiritual aide of their l1Tes „hioh

not indulge since they had no synagogue on the land and since

there was no tine for then to go to a larger city for ser­

vices on the labbath. This evidently had a serious effect

on their morale. They looked about them and saw that the
farms of their neighbors were almost uniform in their failure.

The far: ers around the settlement respected the .Jewish colon­

ists for their diligence in the preparation of the land which

vms poorly fitted for agriculture as we have seen in our sur-
2.vey of the condition of the soil in this area.

/_7»eeds were a constant source of irritation to the

farmers. As they were located in a warm, moist climate weeds

grew quickly, much more quickly that did the corn and vege­

tables on the unproductive soil. The constant necessity for

cultivation in order to keep their crops from being swallowed

up by weeds worked to the unhappiness of the farmers. Then

malaria began its ravages and the men continued to lose their

enthusiasm for the profession which they had thought at one

time they were going to like so well. Therexore, after

few months’ work on the land, during which time their po

did not seem to them to become any more secure or happy,

one-half of the colonists left to take up peddling o

tory work, abandoning their holdings and the little p

J- Shpall, op. cit., PP. 13-15.
2- Ibid. -----
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that they had made.

In April, 1881,

the levees which had been

lands of the farmers were

the Mississippi HlT,r „„ broke

constructed In the district. Ths

completely Inundated despite the
previous assurances on the part of the brothers that

the land In this area would not flood. When this took piaoe

there was no other choice for the colonists but to leave their

holdings and forsake the investment that they had made in the

property. It was tragic for tba, since many of them lost what

little savings they had when^they came to this country and

had to begin all over again.

Sicily Island was the first of the Refugee settle­

ments of Russians in agricultural colonies in the United

States. It. represents only one of the many failures which

were destined to take place before the Russian refugee found

the place where he rightfully belonged in agriculture. It

certainly was not in isolated farm settlements on land that

was difficult to develop. xhe failure in Catahoula Parish

need not to have taken place had there been adequate investi­

gations before hand. It could have been seen easily that the

farms of the neighborhood were anything but prosperous, that

the agricultural activities of many of the farmers were
ly limited by the poorly drained land and the low product! y

of the soil. Unfortunately there were people who could

!y farm settlement as a solution for the absorption

Shpall on. cit., pp. 13-15.
2- Ibid. -----  
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refugees who wore flooding the country. Ihey „ere bllM to

all other projects and failure seemed far removed to them when

they first planned their Utopias. It Is perhaps significant

the the originators of this settlement were not farmers them­

selves, but were city dwellers who had no desire to go out on-

to the farmland such as it was in Louisiana.

fhe history of tne Sicily Island colony may he con­

cluded with mention of the words of the leader of the colony,

Herman Rosenthal, in New York, Nay 24, 1882, Mr. Rosenthal

called the colony "...a piece of lavish history, and, while

in the Paradise promised for them they had found only ser­

pents," he has words of praise for the "...devotion and en­

thusiasm of the New Orleans leaders, such as Rabbi Guttheim,
1.

and Nr. Solomon Llarx".

No further colony was attempted in Louisiana by

promoters of Russian refugee settlement on the land.

TjSXAS

We have already made mention of two J^ish colonies

in Texas during the post-Revolutionary history of the American

Jew in agriculture. Attempts at settlement did not end^

Castroville and Goliad, however. Another attemp

ish settlement on the land in this stare cam

1. Shpall, op. cit., pp. 13-15.
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TYLlilR

Tyler, in Smith county was
. ,, , , . ’ the soeM of the next

agricultural colonization venture by the Jo„3 (
The soil in this area was not, and is not today, conducive^

a successful agricultural economy. In ana around Tyler are

located rolling and gently undulating iands. The ssmay soll

is fair, at best, in its natural productivity, a large part

of the land is forested or cut over. The land must be farti-

llzed^efore use and an adequate water supply must be avail-

able.

A Jewish community was established in Tyler, Texas

in 1904, with the Rev. Raber as the leader. Land amounting to

220 acres was purchased for the Jewish farmers in one tract
2.

consisting of a "fertile farm".

The money for the purchase of the land was supplied

by the Jewish Agricultural and Industrial Aid Society. The

farm was equipped through the efforts of the lavish community

at Tyler and the Society. In 1904 cosniderable optimism was

felt for the five families who settled on the land. .This

was due to the cheapness of the land in Texas, and the iew

expenses entailed in placing families on the soil. In I904

the Jewish Agricultural and Industrial Aid Society was already

speculating on future land settlements in the area be

felt that a family would be able to be independent oi 

- „ nf Agricultural Econ-U.S. Department of agriculture, bureau of
O^ICS, O£. cit.

J.A.I.A.“Report, 1904, p. I4-
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hopes of

a future

think of

3« Ibid,

14.
. 14-15.

plaCe its settiers on the buub Mtb the

aM food for a year, or even less, after *ich tlae they

would be fully prepared to take up their «u responsibilities.1’

At first the colony established near Tyler seemed to

justify all the hopes of the Society. Sverything went along

smoothly and the colonists were able to take full ^vantage

of the soil upon which thqy had settled. Then an epidemic of

malaria broke out in the polony. Every colonists contracted

the disease and all of then were left too weak for effective

farm labor. They all began to beg to be taken avay from the

unhealthy area. This occurred in 1905 and destroyed the

the Jewish Agricultural and Industrial Aid Society for

colony in this immediate area, for no colonists would
2.

returning to the place.

The Society had to forward money to the colonists to

take them off the land upon which they had so briefly resided.

Of the families two were placed in the Woodbine colony so that

the agricultural experience that they had received was not

totally wasted. The Society was not disturbed by the finan

loss at Tyler. "The monetary loss of some $3,000 does not

ter so much as the failure to complete a plan involving

establishment of small farming communities too far remove
■u. Q-raetorily administered by

°ur cen ter of activity to be satisi
3.

0Ur local agents."
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IDA M. STRAUSS SUBDIVISION

in 19X2 another colony was established In Iexas The
name of this colony was the Ma K. Strauss Subdivision, it WM

»“eS in memory of Hrs. Isldor Strauss whose husband died In

the Titanic disaster. The Ida 1.;. Strauss Subdivision was a

5,000 acre tract of land that was purchased by the Jewish Farm­

ers' Association of St. Louis. "The effort represents only a

weak endeavor and has been given up as an unsuccessful venture.B

This concludes our second survey of Texas. One fact

may be mentioned pertaining to the situation of the Jews in

Texas concerning their activities in stock raising. Due to the

tremendous acreage required for such activities, Jews were not

found in the cattle business since they were limited severely

as to capital and backing. This was unfortunate because the

land was ideally suited for large scale cattle raising. Per­

haps this accounts for the sparceness of Jewish activities

in the general field of agriculture in this state.

VIRGINIA

Turning now to the' southeastern part of the country

we note the farm settlements started by Jewish fame

ginia.

RICHMOND AREA, M<IC0 CObkTY

near Richmond, Henries
In 1897 a settlement was m

7 -------------------------- st so Hebrew Standard. »y 1°,
logen, on. pit., p. I30. see “ ’

1912. -----
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county, Virginia, on several hundred acres of

in this area was rolling to fairly hilly. it

brown sandy loam soils with many small streams

a large part of.the countryside.

land. The land

consisted of

running through

In 1897 a deal was made through which the represent­

atives of some Cincinnati Russian J^ish faiailies were

land near Richmond. The land was located on the line of the

Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad about 23 miles east of Richmond.

The settlers intended to engage in dairying and tobacco cul­

ture in this area. They were to begin with dairying and later

to develop the tobacco and market gardening enterprises to add

to their income.

The colony near Richmond started with seven families.

Twenty-five additional families were to follow the original 

settlers as soon as it was practicable for them to leave the 

city and live on the land. The earlier settlers were to erect 

houses for the ones that were to cone out later, and other­

wise to prepare the settlement for them. Therefore, the first

men placed on the land were the hardier end the more exported-
3.

ced of the group.
The movement differed from other enterprises of an 

earlier period in that all of the men v/ho left for the set 1

, and 'were not objects
raent were able to purchase their own ianu

charity. The colony was to he owned completely from the 

1’ U.S, Department of Agriculture, Bur
oftics, on, cit. . 189 7.

American Israelite, Novemoer H,
Ibid”

of Agricultural ricon
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start by the men who bought the land

This colony Is-not mentioned again

used by the writer, ,/e may assume that some

able to continue on the farms Which they had

others were forced to go to Richmond to make
the city.

by any sources

of the farmers were

bought, but that

their living in

IfIDDLES COUNTY

Middlesex settleunnt

At an earlier period in Virginia there had been another

two settlements made, one at Middlesex, and the other at Water­

view. The colony at Middlesex was started in 1882 by twelve

families, This colony was not the beneficiary of charity ei-

their for each family contributed -^100.00 to the settlement fund.

’With the money 1,000 acres of land were purchased in Middlesex

Virginia. Easy terms were arranged for the payment foi the land.

Fifteen years were given during which time payments were to be

made by installments. The financial burden was further light­

ened for the colonists by the agreement that the first payment

did not have to be made until the end of the third year.

One of the interesting features of this colony was

^e provision for the selection of three elders who were
as a-Court of Justice which was to safe8uard the observance

« the Sabbath, the dietary laws, and other oere^les connect- .

—-
p* American Israelite, November 11 > 189 7-

• Levine, on. cit. , p. 80.
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ea with Judaism. The settlers wanted to Insure themselves o*
a complete observance or their faith ayn times and there/

fore took no chances on any compromise.
(Despite the loftylaeals of the colony and its no­

table plans for the purchase of land in a way so as to pre-

vent the members of the colony from becoming wards of charity

we must record that this colony failed soon after its forma­

tion. Its failure was due to that which wrecked the hopes of

so many groups of Jewish farmers in this period. The land was

not fertile, and the farmers did not have the proper experi­

ence. These factors, in addition to the inability of the farm­

ers to buy the necessary equipment because of their limited

budgets brought about the failure of this group of Russian
2. '1

refugee settlers.

-.7ATERVIB.7

In 1882 a group of Russian Jewish families were es-

tabllshed at Waterview on the Bappahamock. Kite rallies in

all were put upon the land throng the influence of sene, phil­

anthropic families in Baltlnore. This too, probably proved

to be an unsuccessful attempt at settlement since there

mention of the colony after 1886.

Levine, op. cit., p. 80«
2. Ibid. -----
3. Jewish Encyclopedia, Vol. !•> 259.
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The final southern state with wblcp ,,e shall coiimm

ourselves is Maryland. There were two settlements in thls

area in the Russian Refugee period, both located very near to

each other. The settlers who took up farms here were fortunate

in that the soil 4n which they settled was capable of support-

ing relatively remunerative agriculture although rolling and

hilly in the region near Baltimore. The soil was a brown silt

loam which was productive.

COLOIIY II THE BALTIMORE AREA

The first of the two settlements in this state was

established in 1882. This settlement, near Baltimore, was

founded under the supervision of the Hebrew Russian Relief

Committee of Baltimore. In 1882, 700 acres of land were

bought for the potential settlers who consisted of ten fam­

ilies numbering 90 persons. The colonists built their own

houses completely without any outside help. These settlers

were poverty stricken and had a difficult struggle on their

farms for the entire time that they were settled on the land.

But they were encouraged by the knowledge that they

a country in which conditions had^been mush worse for

than they were in their new home.
They wore soon forced to do some outside work to

r^^Tf Agriculture, Bureau of Agricultural Been-

Oftics, O£. cit.
2« Levine, op. cit. , pp. 80-81.
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set along on the xana fon their lnoMe fM agrioulture

wa3 not nearly enough to support then. Therefore they turn

ea to wood-cutting. They reeelvea «.oo a era for th. wood

„Moh they out. In emtio, to this income they ,ere helpea
out by the ^altimore Committee which eent them oo„s, po^try>

tools, flour, and potatoes. .he women of the city of Balti-’

more also sent them a good quantity of clothing, shoes, blank­

ets, and food. Despite all the outside help and interest this

colony was not able to keep its head above water and failed

soon after its formation.

ELLICOTT CITY

The second colony in Maryland that was settled by

Jews has been successful. It was founded at a later date in 

the Russian colonization movement and was thus able to benefit

from the experience gained from the many failures which pre­

ceded it. In 1902 twenty-five residents of Baltimore or­

ganized the Hebrew Colonial Society of Maryland. In a short

time they acquired 351 acres of land in Ellicott City which

is located about 10 miles away from Baltimore. The members of

the Society settled on this land and were soon in diff

ties. In 1905 the Jewish Agricultural and Industrial Aid

dety ioaned the settlers .11,000. Even after

Made it appeared as though the colony would

straighten out its affairs and was still bound ± 

i. Levine, op. cit., pp. 80-81. 
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““ things began to iooh a little better in l908 another loan

was made to the group of farmers, this +- a.,
1. ’ Xlrae to the amount of

<;9,000.

According to the original plan of the colony the

land was to he divided into Q^ual parcels. Each family was

to own its own parcel of land independently of the other

families in the group. This was done because of the many com­

plications inherent in the cooperative system of farm manage­

ment. These had all appeared during the early history of the

colonies in I\ew Jersey and elsewhere and the members of this
2.

colony did not wish to have the same experience.

By 19OB there were still eight or ten families on

the land. They were at the time largely engaged in the rais­

ing of garden truck and poultry. Their advantage in this

type of farming lay in the Baltimore market which was so very

near at hand . The condition of these farmers improved and was

on the up-grade at 1914 where we leave them.

INDIANA

Many farming colonies were established in the middle

western states for the Russian Jewish refugees.
sider these states one by one commencing our histm of them

with what is perhaps the least important of the lot-
-n i«te in Indiana indewish famers settled rawer late

2. Ibid.
s- Wd.

.3, Report, 1908, p. 14.



comparison to some of the other middlewestern agricultural
settlements. They probably did not come into this state

until about 1900. This may be accounted for by the fact that
there was no homestead land available in Indiana. As it was

largely homestead land that the Russian Jewish farmers settled
they stayed out of this state. Another reason for their

non-appearance in Indiana may be due to the relative expen­

siveness of the land in this state. The soil in Indiana was

fertile and productive, well suited for the carrying on of a

successful agriculture. Non-Jewish farmers had been in this

state for some time and did not wish to sell their farms since

the agriculture that they were able to carry on in this area

was satisfactory to them. Thus the Jews did not have much 

chance to get in here since the land was expensive and hard to 

obtain.

I-TOX

’e have come across only one record of lavish settle

stent in Indiana. This was in the vicinity of Knox where there

were Jewish farmers from the early years of the twen

any great

diffi-

condi-

century. These r.en wars largely engaged in the reloing or on­

ions which was a profitable crop and did not require

amount of agricultural skill. They n.et
qpasonal and climatic

culties of the early farmers. . vp_
, „4-(jj! as were tne j-i1c

tions were always present to he dea «
But the few Jewisn

table insect pests on their farms. . -culture in

necessarily Russian) farmers w o 
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this state seem to have been fairly SUCcessf .
me Jewish

Agricultural ana Industrial Aid soolety hM

ramars in the vicinity or Knox In 191a. Ih. 3oolet„ alscoTer_

ea that although the year had been a very difficult oM for

the onion growers they still managed to get along. This is

significant for it shows that the farmers of the area were

able to build up a certain amount of security so that they

were not forced out of farming immdeaitely after they were

hit by the first bad crop.

These farmers were not settled on the land by any

society nor were they objects of charity at any time during

their stay on the land. They lived, not as a group, but in­

dividually, since they were not the wards of any agricultural

organization. Although they managed to keep afloat on their

lands through 1914 and into the [Recent period, theirs was

never a very successful type of agriculture in terms o± high

prices and large profits.

ILLINOIS

Illinois is a state where there were few concerted

efforts made to plant agricultural colonies ana hence

are very few group settlements of Jewish farmers m the

„ nanv individual farmers
state today. There were, however,

in this state oy
who were assisted in their efforts to

+ Aid society. 01
the lavish Agricultural and Industrial

J.A.I.A.S. Report, 1912, p. 38.
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culture

part.

agriculture in
Illinois

the east

agriculture was quite rapid.

The history of

significant and

1 engaged in agri-

1 a group set a-

the settlers in Illinois came aft

general

applies

and south. In this

The. so-called "log-cabin" type of

ras shorter than in any of the neighboring states to

state the transition to modern

This fact was due mainly to. the

;er 1900. {
agricultural efforts in Illinois is

directly to the problem of the Jews

in that state since they never were

character oftthe land itself but other notable causes were

also at work which brought the development about. The first 

factor was the increasing liberality of the land policy during

the settlement of this state. The compromise which opened up 

the Northwest Territory to settlement also gave concessions to’ 

to settle in this and other statesRevolutionary '.7ar soldiers

The richness of the landon the free land available
and the period of settlement beganin Illinois

about 1820.

was publicized

As late as 1850 it was possible to acquire good

prairie land, rich and fertile for as little as §1.25 an acre,-

but by the time the Jews came it was more expensive. Rail­

roads were soon put through to this country. Highways fo
in the present century until today Illinois is the ' "

the midwest in hard-surfaced roads leading from farm
. the state from the

Corn has been the major crop .
.o-i Ion to their import­

beginning of farming. Other crops in i
„ . ,o. A c. McClurg

■istorical Illinois,
—7--------- iecn O1 x1’ Illinois A Descriptive and

and C6-., Chicago, 1359; Federal
’’.P.A. pp. 70-77.
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and clover seed. in
Qilk cows> mules, horses

ance are: oats, wheat, soy-beans, hay,

the large industry of stock raising

and poultry are important.

The soils of Illinois are of demonstrated agricul-

tural quality. The land is largely in farms which are located

in areas that are quite capable of supporting a relatively

remunerative agriculture. Level and well drained the land

offers excellent conditions for almost any kind of crop suited

to the climatic conditions and the growing season in this

section of the country.

As we have mentioned the agricultural efforts on the 

part of Jewish farmers in the state of Illinois were largely 

individual. However, the farmers in this state were compelled

at several times to seek aid from the Jewish Agricultural and
3.

Industrial Aid Society which gave them the help they needed.

We have records of Jewish farmers located at Drexel,

Illinois, and at Western Springs. Abraham Brooks, the farmer

at Drexel, was engaged in dairying and market gardening. He

had received a small loan from the Society in 1900 and

successful enough in his farming to he able to repay it pa
4.

tially by 1901.
Morris label, ths rarmer of ’.’(estern springs, m

also engaged In dairying. In W01 ‘ '‘erd
and had been settled on the land for only two or three ye

1. Illinois Federal Writers P J Bureau
U.S. Department of Agri cult >

OElics, op. cit. ,~
3- J.A.l7A.~Report, 1901, P- 13 *

Ibid.

^Agricultural Sc°n"
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flosa

At first

together, hut this

ure in cooperative

He too borrowed money from the Society and

jnents on his debt trying to pay it off
was also making pay-

as soon as he could.1'

J.A.I.A.S. Keport, 1901, p. 97.
American Jewish Yearbook, bb/o,

the colonists attempted to work the land

pftjhn did not succeed. Because of the fail­

farming the land was divided into eight

farms in proportion to the investments made by the original

farmers in the district. These men soon came into difficulties

and were in need of assistance. It came to them in the p

of a ^14,500 loan from the Jewish Agricultural and
Aid Society. The money wee to he used in P«yl»8 “ort-

sage on the farm since the interest payments were consul a

large amount of the farmers' capital which moh 

The one farm settlement which we shall no AA the
state was in Flora, in Clay county. This settlement'^had heen

planted by the St. Louis Prospective Farmers' Association,

which was an organization of immigrant Jews who were living

in St. Louis, in 1910 this organization purchased an 800 acre

farm in Flora at a cost of ^48,000. The money had been raised

through contributions from the members of the Society. Some

of the members were men of considerable means and were able to

contribute large amounts to the Society's treasury. The land

was bought with a down payment of S8,500, the balance remain-
2.

ing on a mortgage.
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bave been put Into more active use as improv®^ on

farms.

But this colony aid not last as the state aia not

seem to be encouraging to settlements of farms mu
ims« rhe farmers

gradually left the settlement and farmed in other parts of the

district or left the profession altogether. Some land was sold
to outsiders and the colony as such disintegrated.* 2’

MICHIGAN

Agriculture in Michigan has largely been limited to

the southern part oi tne state. Michigan had a comparatively

late start in agriculture because of the bad reputation of the

state in the nineteenth century. It was thought that Michigan

was almost totally swamp' land and rough forests. It took quite

some time for this impression to be corrected after which the

state was settled quite rapidly. The first Jewish colony in

Michigan was planted in 1882 in Emmett county, at. Carp Lake.

GASP LAKE

This is a very diverse area so far as soils are con­
cerned. A large part of the land is still forested to this day.

Moreover, the state and federal governments are try ng
+■ -in this state for they recmore of the land back into forest m tn. .

In tb©ognize its unfitness for almost anything else.

the land was largely cut over by the lumber compan
, •strict Around Carp Lake the
had already been through the cistricv.

American Jewish Yearbook, 56 73, p. •
2- IbldT-----------------
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50ll was generally heavy with sone sandy porttons. There

a good deal of peat hog and in areas the land „M

hogs and the stony land were generally Interspersed. The land

was gently rolling with numerous hills and was well watered.

The best use.of the land had to be determined by the Individ-

ual farmer.
Jin 1882, Lazarus Silberman, a Chicago banker and phil­

anthropist, took thirteen Jews to the office of the Circuit

Court in Chicago to have them naturalized. While the group

was making the trip the discussion arose as to professions mutu­

chase of 300 acres

for the settlement

Purchased when the

acres was proved.
of Agricultural Econ-

ally preferred by the different men. fiilberman was interested

Department of Agriculture, Buieau
°Qics, o£, cit.

Levine, op. cit., p. 68.

In a short while

of land which were

of the small colony.

success of the group upon

to know what these Russian immigrants were going to do in the 

Silberman had concluded the pur-
to serve as the nucleus

j, I,'ore land was to be

the original 3°°

v ht bv Silberman andThe land was to be bought by

country, and led then on to talk to him and to tell him their

plans and ambitions. 1‘he entire group told him that if they

were given an opportunity they would like nothing better than

to go into agriculture. Silberman saw this as his opportunity

to do something really worth while and told the group that if

they were sincere in their desire he would help them fulfill

their Mbit ions and would give th® a obauoe to go out on the
2.

land.
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one

and

men

the

ing to Levine in his

culture, Silberman never

when he saw the great efforts

money to be expended upon the
The. Jewish Enczclopedjn. has another tQ

of the colony. There the writer states that the co on >

leased out to the colonists rent free for a period of five

During that time they were not to be forcer) +« • 1
orced to make any payments

to him or to pay taxes on the land; it was to be a trial
10a aurins which time the men would have a chance to see Zther

they really caved to stay in agriculture or not.1’ During the

five year trial period they were to be permitted to purchase
as much land as they wished at ^5.00 per acre.* 2 3*

The composition of the group of prospective farmers

seemed quite promising at the time. Their previous trades were

those which would, in almost every case, help them in their

new lives on the land. There were three men who had been prac­

tical farmers in Russia, two copper smiths, three tinsmiths,

papere hanger, one cooper, one blacksmith, one wagon maker,

one tailor. Together with their families these thirteen

numbered 100 persons. xhe only thing that was lacking in

group was capital which was extremely necessary since Mr.

Silberman's interest did not hold in the scheme very long.
Sources differ as to the ultimate result of the colony. Accord-

- Survey of the American Jew in Agri- .

did purchase the land, but gave up
required and the large amount of

settlement. J7
view of the end

!• Levine, op. cit., p. 68,
2. Ibid.
3. Ibid.
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be abandoned because Silberman withdrew his

settlement had been founded. Ee recognized

that the people would have to face and did

cess was probable.

. interest after the
the difficultles

not think that suc-

fco matter which view we take it is obvious that the

prof/ezred help did not oo,ae through to the ooionlete to the

full extent that it had been pnoMsed, and therefore the colony
failed. .

TWELVE CCid'ERS iuD BjjPTON HARBOR

The next attempt to colonize in the state of Michigan

did not occur until 1890. This settlement was made in a more

favorable location than Carp Lake which was in the northern­

most part of the state. In 1890 Isaac Berliner ms assisted

by the Jewish Agriculturists’ Aid Society of Chicago to settle

at Twelve Gorners, near Benton Harbor, in Berrien county.

This land was to be used for a general type of farm­

ing originally, and it was not until a while after the area

had been settled that its suitability for fruit growing was

discovered. The area is one of great diversity in physical char

acter with lands ranging from high to low in natural product­

ivity. Since the soil is not uniform throughout the area the

land must be adjusted to its individual uses through experiment­

ation on the part of the farmer. Much land of poorer q.

has bean left in forest land. The land is rolling 

!• J ewish Encyclopedia, Vol. I» P*



-354-

thermal conditions are favorable for fruit
the leeward lake shore position of the area 1’ ecause of

Se original settler of the 1Md aroM

Corners ana Benton Harbor, Tsaac Berliner, was 300n totaa

by other Jewish families who wished to farm in the area. At

first all of them had a very hard time on the land. The soil

was worn out and eroded, and much brush had to be cleared from

the land. The isolation of the district made the marketing

of produce difficult and expensive, but this group of colon­

ists, and a nearby group at Benton Harbor, struggled on through

the difficult nineties.

When 1900 finally came and the Jewish Agricultural 

and Industrial Aid Society was formed colonists in the region 

began to have more success. They had commenced fruit growing

shortly before this year and were in a position to expand and

also to solidify their position. They were given aid by the

Society which also sent some of -the people in whom it was in­

terested to farm in this area along with the colonists already

there. It may be noted that there never was any effort to

plant an agricultural colony as such in this area. ndi

settlers were simply turned loose on the land,
cheap. They were given a certain anount of support ana If
they succeeded it was fine, if not, well, the Jewish Agricultural

and Industrial Aid Society already bad developed a phllosophi- 1 2

1. U.S. Department of Agriculture,
°nics, pp. cit. ,
2. American Jewish Yearbook, 5 ’

Bureau of Agricultural Scon-

pp. 92-93.



cal attitude about failures

iences in New Jersey of its

dee! Hirsch Fund. .

By 1901 there was

U after tie erper-

mother organization, the Baron

considerable activity among the
Jews of this area who were engaged in fruit growing. As we-

have mentioned the district was- suited for fruit because of

its geographical position. Perhaps its should be explained 

that fruit trees can grow in a sandy soil if they can be as­

sured of a long frost-free growing season. Although the cli­

mate in Michigan in not very warm, the peculiar pssition of

Twelve Corners a:.d uenton Harbor on the leeward side of the 

lake protected then from the blasts of cold air that were so 

damaging to fruit crops in other sections of the state. Then 

too, the hills and valleys of the area proved of distinct ad­

vantage. When night fell.the valleys served as pockets for'

warmer air and trapped it so that it stayed there during the

cool nights and kept the trees warm when otherwise they might

have frozen. These characteristics were soon discovered and 

taken advantage of by the Jewish farmers.
Their crops consisted of the folio-sins Mlt: Fears

peaches, apples, plums, grapes, an! garden vegetables

small degree. Despite losses that were rather heavy d
.... nf the fruit crop enabled them

some seasons the diversification i
times with the aid oi

to keep their heads above water at a

1. J.A.I.A.S. Deport, 1901, p. 14,
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Industrial Aid Society. The

of Chicago also helped these
1.

ment on the soil.

Jewish Agriculturists'

farmers in their early
Aid Society

develop-

By 1906 the fruit farms began t0 branch out

igan-^ tore and more Jewish farmers beetle interested In this

form af agriculture for they saw in it a means of assuring

themselves a livelihood on the soil. They also Saw that it was

not the hard type of farming that required constant plowing

and cultivation. Perhaps some of them did not fully realize 

the pruning, grafting, and constant war against insects that 

was necessary for the preservation of a good fruit farm. At

any rate, if they did not know that at first, they soon found

it out for the majority of Jewish famers who went onto farms

in Michigan to grow fruit were successful^ enough to keep their
•land and to make a fair living on it.>

KALAKAZ.00

In 1906 a Jewish farcer purchased one of the largest

fanes in the state ever bought by a Jew when be took over a
a+ th a time that the land wasfarm of 178 acres in Kalamazoo. At the time

. . n-e ten acres was under
purchased all of it with the exception o

. id pall V since the fail­
cultivation. The land was being us

.There was a five acre
ing practices were highly diversi i •

+v,at could be sold or
orchard, thSity acres of timothy
---------------------------------- I.A.S. Eeport ,
1. J.A.A.S. Report, 1901, p. see
1903, pp. 4-6.
2. Ibid.
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Usea as feed lox- cattle, and a twenty Mre pasture

a flue arnan£ement ton the Iaraen was 61ven all

tunity he needed to mke crops pay. If tlle trult
stll had his cattle and vegetables. The rest or the tarns'

in this county were fruit rams, and only the one Jewish rant­
er was actively engaged In any other branch or agriculture.1'

In 1906 the trult rams In Kalamazoo county were

doing very well. Sy that date markets had begun to open up

and in addition to this transportation had improved so that

the farmers were able to get their crops to market with a mini­

mum of expense and time consumption. By 1911 another industry

was developing in Michigan to help the farmers. This was the 

summer resort business. It is significant that the Jews did

not go into the boarding business in this state as they did in

New York, Massachusetts, and Connecticut. The reason for this

fact is that there were hardly any Jewish bopaders coming to

the area, since it was so far away from the centers of Jew­

ish population and involved a good deal of expense in travel

to be reached. Perhaps it is as well that the Jews did not go

into the boarding business here. There had oeen many
„ hno-i’flirE and the ne-ures because of the dependence on summer boarding -

n u Few England States. It is
Sleeting of planting crops m the hew

4- o+o their attention on one oc-
better for a peoule to concentra

• tta nossibilities in ex-
cupation or another so by ignoring

P able to build up fine
tabl&shing summer resorts the Jews wer

farms with flourishing orchards for then

1. J.A.A.S. Report, 1906, P- 19‘
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the Jewish farmers was very favorable.

a market for the fruit that they were

■ became larger

The effect of the M80rts M

' They were supplied with

growing, a market that
every sum- er and which was a strictly cash busi­

ness . By 1911 the Jewish farmers in the counties of Berrien,

Kalamazoo, Washtenaw and Van Buren had developed satisfactory

farms from which they were earning comfortable livings. Their

truck gardening was also helpful though much more risky than

the orchards. Vegetables are more easily damaged by insects,

frosts, and too much or too little rain than are trees, for

this reason few of the farmers in southwest Michigan did much
1.

in the way of truck or market gardening.

In addition to the fruit growing and vegetable garden­

ing of some of the Jewish farmers there was also a group of farm­

ers -engaged in dairying and poultry raising which industries

were met with excellent markets by the summer resorts. In

1913 there were about fifty Jewish families in the Benton Earbor

area engaged in agriculture with probably as many more scattered

throughout other parts of the state.
Thus did the fruit farms of southwest Michigan pros­

per from the time of their establishment in the nineties. Th.tr

, lonv came up to a fine point
development, slow a£ first, gradually

of success.

1. J.A.I.A.S. Report, 1911, P
1912, p. 38. .
2. American Jewish Yearbook,
3. Ibid.

55. see also

5675, PP- 92-93

I.A.&. Report
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PALESTIKE

An interesting colony was planted high on the north­

eastern side of Michigan in 1891. The Palestine agricultural

colony of Jewish farmers was located near Bad Axe, Huron county,

Michigan. This was a rather unfortunate selection of land as

v/e shall see from the history of this, colony. The contour of

the land was rolling, sometimes very strongly so. The soil was

moderately productive being composed of brown loams and sandy

loams. x'erhaps the outstanding feature of the area were the many

lakes, small ponds, peat bogs, and swamps that abounded in the
1.

district to the discomfort of the Jewish farmer.

Palestine colony was located in the center of the so-

called "Thumb District" of Michigan. It was 125 miles north

of Detroit, 50 miles east of Bay City. Until 1884 the district

about Bad Axe contained vast stretches of heavily timbered land

which was destroyed by forest fires in the fall of that year.

By 1891 the land was covered again with a growth of timber

composed of birch and poplars. In addition to these trees the

old stumps of many of the trees that had been destroyed in the

forest fire littered the ground. The timber was of no use for
2.

anything except fuel.

The settlement at Palestine, which was four miles from

Bad Axe, was composed almost exclusively of Russian immigrants

1. U.S. Department of Agriculture, Bureau of Agricultural Econ-
aTAmerlcan^Tewish Historical Society Publications, Vol. 29,
pp.~61"-74. ' ,/e shall refer to this reference hereafter by the
initials A.J.H.S.



-360-

oeen living in Bay City. The exception was a German

Jew who joined the colony from his previous home in Detroit.

All of the prospective farmers had been in the country for

less than four years with the exception of one man who had

been m the United States for eleven years. With no exception

they had all been peddlers before they decided to come onto

the land and try their hand at farming.

During the ear£y nineties there was a period of de­

pression throughout the entire United States. As these Rus­

sian peddlers walked about from village to village in Michi- ' ''

gan they came into contact with many farmers. They were able \'

to observe at first hand the type of life that the Gentile was '

living on the soil and it appealed to them. Their life was

an uncomfortable one. They had to walk for weeks on end carry­

ing their heavy packs and barely managing to eke out an exist­

ence for themselves and their families. Naturally as they

compared their lot to that of the farmers they saw a chance for

improvement and a surcease from the wearying travel with the
2.

heavy packs.
; This occurrej particularly to Hyman Lewenberg who

had been in the country for eleven years. In addition to his

experiences in traveling throughout the country he had read.

of the numerous attempts at colonization that had been made

by Jews during the just past and his mind fixed itself

on Bad Axe as the sitejfor a future agricultural colony. While

1. A.J.H.S. Vol. 29, pp. 61-74.
2. Ibid.
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Lewenberg had peddled around Bad Axe he h
we he had become acquainted

with Langdon Hubbard and Ms son, Frank W. Hubbard. These non

were bankers and "land barons" owning vast stretches or pro-

pexuy m Huron and adjoining counties. Lewenberg went to these

two men, father and son, with his scheme for a settlement of

Jews on the land. They thought the idea was a fine one and

offered to sell land on very easy terms if Lewenberg could get

together a fair number of Jews who would be interested in the 

establishment of such a colony. Negotiations went on and re­

sulted in the purchase of twelve contiguous parcels of land by

Lewenberg and some others whom he had interested in the pro­

ject. The farsm ranged in size from twenty to sixty acres and

were reasonably priced. The sixty acre parcels of land were

sold for ,,11.00 an acre while the smaller parcels were sold at 

^12,00. The easy part of the arrangement was that less than

^200.00 was required for the initial payment.

The first thing that the group of settlers whom Lew­

enberg had gathered together 'did was to build some shacks and

to clear some small patches of land for fall plowing with the

intention of planting in the spring. The shacks were made oht

of the poplar saplings and the large logs that lay everywhere

as remnants of the forest fires. While the vrork of clearing

land and preparing shelters was going on the farmers lived m

the open in tents, such as they were. When cold weather set

in sone at the non were forced to take their fannies back 

1. A.J.H.S. Vol. 29, pp• 61-74.
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to Bay City for the women and children could not stand the

privations that were suffered on the land at this time. Upon

their return to the city for the winter they were forced to

resume pedaling to keep things going until they could return

to the land in the spring. The men and women who were able to

stay on the land during the first winter spent their time clear

ing land and erecting more shacks for their fellow colonists

to live in when they came back again in the spring. Those

who remained in the colony were almost destitute and had to

depend upon what their fellow colonists could send them from

the city from their earnings in peddling. Nevertheless, des­

pite the privations and sufferings, from the cold and lack of
1.

food and proper shelter, the settlers stayed on the land.

Their struggles to keep going during the first winter

attracted the attention of a Jewish peddler who brought the

story of their courage to I.artin butzel, a prominent Detroit

merchant, well-known for his philanthropy. Before the peddler,

whose name we do not know, told Butzel about the plight of the

colonists he had tried to take care of some of their needs

himself. But he soon realized that they needed more that he

-i-hPTn and so he went to the philanthro-could possibly give to them ana so

pist with the Story of their hardships.

An important phase in the development of the colony

, iT1 Emanuel Woodie, a close friend of
of Palestine now began. Bm

1. A.J.U.S. Vol. 20, PP- s1'74-

2. Ibid.
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Kartin Butzel

out of the

The entire

vhich they had built themselves

id lying around. Naturally the

shacks were nothing but flimsy shelters. The colonists had 

- an experienced rarner of sone

rs°nteesou- “ — ° ^oodic as the

ly suited to n^e a thorough investlaatlon of affairs at fal.

estine and to report back to him.

./oodic arrive:- inxxveu in the colony m Earch, 189 2. At
ttat tiHe S0Ue SiXteen faras »"■> taken up by the'settlers

and the population or the colony was 57. it was composed or

16 nen, seven women, 26 boys, and eight girls.

settlement lived in ten shacks 

not been able to clear more than an acre or two of ground on ’

each farm.- l..ey had livestock consisting of seven horses and
2.

two cows.

Woodie returned to Detroit immediately after he had

made his brief survey of the colony's status and upon his re­

turn a meeting was called of the Beth El Relief Society, The 

terrible plight of the settlers was clearly brought out and

the attention of the members of the society turned to their

needs at once. A supply og clothing and groceries were sent

to Bad Axe and arrangements were made to procure fodder for

the cattle which were in very bad physical condition after the

rigorous winter when neither men nor cattle got enough to eat.

At this time a fund of $1,200 was raised and ms given to Wood­

ie to use as he saw fit. Woodie returned to the colony in

1. A.J.H.S. Vol. 29, PP. 61-74.
2. Ibid.
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in Lay, two months after his first visit. The first thing that

he did was to supply every farrier with a cow. He also bought

three plows, three drags, a yoke of oxen, and other equipment.

He came provided with oats, peas, and poltatoes for planting.

groceries and provisions were given to each family again at

this time in addition to that which had been sent out following

the netting in Larch.

Woodie remained in the colony for the entire spring

and summer. His presence was required there for there was

no one of the colonists who was properly qualified to till

the soil despite their assurances that they would be able to

do so.' hoodie stayed with then and showed them the proper

methods of agriculture, teaching them how to cultivate their

land, and how*  to harvest the first crops that they would have

grown by the gall, 'hoodie kept the men constantly at work

clearing more land, for the ampunt of land available for

planting crops was not sufficient when he arrived at- the col­

ony. He also saw to it that a temporary saw-mill was erected

which could be used to saw the burned logs up into rough sid­

ings to be used for the crude dwellings built by the colonists.

He acted also as the nominal leader of the community and as
2.

the arbiter for the many disputes among the colonists.

Since there were no accomodations for Woodie at the

colony he was forced to stay at Bad Axe and had to walk the
3.

four miles back and forth from the colony to his room each day.

1. A.J.H.S. Vol. 29, pp. 61-74.
2. Ibid.
3. Ibid.

_______________________________J
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At the same time that Kartin Butzel had appealed to

his own society for relief for the colonists at Palestine he

had asked the Baron De Hirsch Fund for aid also. In answer to

his plea the Fund sent as,000 for the use of the colonists.

By the tine that this money arrived a year had passed and all

was prepared for the coning season. However, no income had

heen derived from the work that was done on the land at this

period so that easier arrangerrents had to be made for the re-
the

payment of the money owed to/Hubbards’ Bank. Butzel set the

financial affairs of the colony in good order to the benefit

of the settlers whom he admired. In his report to the Baron

de Hirsch Fund he wrote of them:

' "These people, both men and women.. .through
industry early and late, in all kinds of weather
seen to have accomplished all that could be ex­
pected in such a short tine and thus given proof
of their sincere intention and earnestness to be­
come farmers in fact, notwithstanding their pre­
sent poverty, scanty food, and poor habitation,
which would-discourage others, these families seen
to make sacrifices of all pers onal .conforts and
stick to farming."1.

Durring the Succoth holidays of 1892 an exhibition

of some of the products of the colony was made. The dis­

play was set up to reawaken interest in the colony and it ac­

complished Just that. 1'he colonists were encouraged by the

new interest in their welfare and also by the reduction that

had been made in their debts to the Hubbards. They set about

clearing more land with new vigor. They cut down saplings that

had inhibited progress on the soil. They labored diligently
6_______________ .

1. A.J.U.S. Vol. 29, pp. 61-74,
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at the difficult work of pulling stumps, digging ditches, and

draining swampy portions of the land. They plowed up more land

and prepared it for sowing of winter wheat. By this time the

colony had received a good deal of publicity and many Jewish

farm enthusiasts began to congregate about the settlement. They

were all supposed to be eager to settle on the land but when
tney saw the actual conditions undeijwhich the farmers were liv­

ing and heard some of the stories told about the difficulties

encountered by the farmers during their early stay on the soil

they changed their minds. In one day 33 prospective farmers

came to look over the colony, leaving >125.00 in deposits. Only

one of the group came back after the visit to settle as a
1.

farmer.

During the winter of 1392-1893 Butzel kept in close

touch with the farmers and gave constant encouragement to those

who were hardy and courageous enough to stay on the laijd

throughout the ’winter. In December, a report was made on the

colony by a Jewish resident of Bad Axe who stated that the

colonists "...were working industriously preparing the land for
* 2.

a large crop that year."

During the year the colonists planted fifty acres with

potatoes and hoped that the income derived from the sale of

them would take then, out of debt. But since the harvest was

a long way off they needed supplies and asked Butzel for help.

He responded by sending them a supply of kosher meat and also

1. AJ.H.S. Vol 29, pp. 61-74.
2. Ibid.
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gave one of his agents authority to buy flour and potatoes

for them as needed. Curing the same winter he sent another

plea to the baron de Kirsch Fund asking for addit ional money.

This time he received ^1,000 from the Fund, ■‘■he amount was

immediately loaned out to ten of the colonists in amounts
1.

ranging from 96O to ^250.

During this entire period Woodie had remained as

superintendent of the colony. Under his supervision the col­

onists worked diligently and sowed, cultivated, harvested, and

cleared land besidesputting up buildings. The colonists used

their livestock continuously, proving the excellence of the

investment made by Woodie.

In 1E93 the colony numbered sixteen families. Within

a year’s time three nav farmers and their families had come to

the settlement from Saginaw, while sone of the older settlers

were forced to drop out. 1893 and 1894 were the best years thfct •»

the colony had and marked the height of the settlers’ success.

Trey did more in this period than they were able to do in any

other. They worked extremely hard under the direction of Wood­

ie and accomplished a great deal in preparation for what they

thought was to be a successful crop. Bit despite all their

preparations the potato^ crop which they had counted so much

upon failed in 1893 and the settlers were not able to meet their

interest on the land contacts in the fall of the year when
3.

they fell due.

1. A.J.H.S. Vol 29, pp. 61-74.
2. Ibid.
3. Ibid.
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Tliey were helped out of this difficulty by Butzel and

in the following year they were able to do much better and made

enough to pay for their own maintenance in addition to making

partial payments on their interest for the first time.

, During the entire time that the colonists had been

on the land there was a true religious spirit in the colony.

Religious services were held on Saturday and no work was done

on that day. At first the services were held in one of the

shacks but as soon as they were able the colonists built a

synagogue, however small. schochet came out to the colony,

from Saginaw -whenever he was needed which was not very often

because the colonists were .not able to afford much meat. Dur­

ing the summer and autumn of 1892 Rev. Charles Goodwin of Bay

City was rabbi, canoYr, and teacher in the colony for which he

accepted not pay. During the time that he officiated in the
< -.2,

settlement a modest Hebrew school was erected by the colonists.'.

The difficult and really critical period for the

■settlement began in the autumn of 1895. The years that followed

were continual struggles to hold onto the land upon which so

much suffering had already been experienced. In 1895 the col­

onists were not able to make their interest payments and de­

faulted on their contracts. They were in immediate danger of

eviction by the hands of the Hubbard Company. The colonists

appealed to Butzel to come to their aid. He at once wrote the

following letter to the Hubbards:

1. A.J.H.S. Vol. 29, PP. &1-74.
2. Ibid.
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"You must have patience with these poor
farmers be they Jews or Christians....You
would not be so cruel as to set families with
small children out of doors. Do not do what
the law allows you to do but be merciful to
your fellow man....I cannot believe that you
have considered the consequences and fully com­
prehended your order for the removal of those
tenants. Just think of the anguish, heartaches
sufferings, and disappointments of women and
children to be driven from that w^ich they have
toiled for for four years with earnestness
praiseworthy to build up a home for futuEe
good citizens;------ just now when favorable con­
ditions seem to appear, would you insist that
they be driven from houses and home just for
t: e reason that each one of the family heads
owes less than v100 for interest past due?

"I appeal to your own judgment and sense
of justice, saying nothing of charity or hu­
manity. Do grant them an extension that they
may try this season once more. I hope and
trust that you -..-ill not only grant this request
but give them aid, comfort, and advice. This
would give all parties peace of mind, satisfy
the teachings of the oaviour and the God of Is­
rael alike. 'The prayers of the oppressed have
never been unanswered.’"

Despite this plea from Butzel the Hubbards persisted

in their demand^on the colonists. The settlers in addition to

being long behind on their interest and principal payments also

owed the company about yl,300 for merchandise for which they

had given joint notes. The Hubbards were now trying to get

more security for the money that they had advanced. Butzel told

the colonists not to give any chattel mortgages on any pieces

of private property. When the company heard about this advice

from Butzel to the colonists they determined to end the trouble

right there. Therefore they sent an agent to the^colony to

serve summonses on the entire group of colonists.

1. A.J.H.S. Vol. 29, pp. 61-74.
2. Ibid.
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The-colony sent a committee to Butzel asking for

advice and counsel. Butzel acted promptly by sending a let- ■

ter to the Hubbards reminding than that movable property was

exempt from their claims by law. He told the®. further that he

was a trustee of the colony and had a prior claim to the chattels

of the settlement since the organizations which he represented

had spent over .>6,000 on the colony none of which they expected

to get back. He also pointed out that the colonists had im­

proved the real estate by clearing 165 acres of land that had

been tangled brush before they arrived on it and had erected

buildings, which labor should have been more than ample to

serve as security for the company. He continued:

"I protest against any such unlawful pro­
ceedings on your part or on the part of your
agent to take away property of whatever nature
which is exempt by the law of the state....!
shall be compelled to hold you strictly account­
able and responsible for all damages thus in­
flicted.

This firmness on the part of Butzel served its pur­

pose. The land contracts were again redrawn and the period of

payment was extended to 1906. In the meanwhile the colonists

were to make payments of ^>50 a year to serve as the necessary

payments on interest and principal until the final date of com­

plete settlement. The new contracts were made out to the in­

dividual purchasers of the land from the company so that one
family’s default would noj| result in the eviction of the entire

settlement. It was further agreed that if the payments were

not met this time the colonist or colonists in question would 

1. A.J.E.3. Vol.29., pp. 61-74.
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leave their land and turn it over to the company without the

necessity^of the Hubbards having to resort to eviction pro­

ceedings .,

For a time things went along smoothly enough and

it seemed as though the group of settlers might have a chance

to pull through. But the 1897 crop failed and once again the

community was in distress. The end seemed to be in sight and

as a last hope a petition was sent to the baron de bprsch Fund

for additional aid. In the letter to the Fund the colonists

suggested that it might be a good idea for the organization

to buy the land from the Hubbards and thus obviate all the

trouble that the colonists were having with the bankers.

agent of the Fund was sent to look over the settlement and

to make a report of things as he found them there. He made the

following report at the home offices of the Fund:

"...Some of them had to sleep d>n the bare
ground in weather- and storm with the animals of
the field as their companions, but they braved
it all with the ultimate expectation of possess­
ing what they then began to toil for. It should
not be difficult to convince you how almost in­
surmountable were the obstacles that they had to
contend with and it is surprising that they did
not lose heart. That they were industrious be­
yond measure none can gainsay as their own shoul­
ders served as animals which they had not the
means to purchase, and their Christian neighbors
testify to their pluck, energy, and determination."42 •

The trustees of the Fund considered the problem care­

fully. They were convinced that any further contributuions to

the colony would only result in prolonging the agony. Therefore

1. A.J.H.S. Vol. 29, pp. 61-74.
2. Ibid.
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they stated that they could not see their way clear to pur­

chasing the land from the Hubbards and taking over the respon­

sibility from that point on. An attempt was made to lighten

the contracts that had. been made in 1896 in order that the

land would be assured to the colonists' possession in the future.

But the Hubbard Co. would not do anything further in lighten­

ing the contracts since they felt that they had already taken

sufficient of the problem to themselves. The only thing that

could now be done was to keep going as long as possible and to

hope that the crop situation might pick up sufficiently to

allow the colonists to manage themsleves at least, if not the
1.

payments on their mortgages.

As ameasure of protection to the colonists quitclaim

deeds were taken in the name of Henry Rice "conveying the pur-
2.

chasers’ rights under their contracts". Once again payments

on interest fell due and could not be met. Taxes had piled

up on the land in the meantime. Money was also owed to the

state for drainage services. Once again the Hubbard Co. began

ouster proceedings against the settlers. Butzel appealed again

to the Baron de Hirsch Fund and softened them to the extent

that they sent him £1,000. This was to be used by him to avert

the eviction with which the Hubbards were again threatening the
3.

colonists.

On Monday, January 17, Butzel received a telegram

from the Hubbards stating that eviction proceedings would be

1. A.J.H.S. Vol. 29, PP. 61-74.
2. Ibid.
3. Ibid.
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served no later than Wednesday, the nineteenth. The amount of

money that was due to the company at this time was • 1,552.17.

By Wednesday Butzel was in the colony with bl,000, part of

which he wanted to use for other purposes than to pay off the

Hubbards. Through his persuasion the company agent agreed

to accept ^825 as full payment of the money due them at that

time. The balance of the money was used for medical atten­

tion for one of the colonists, for payments of long due doctors

bills, and for the purchase of seed. Butzel now thought that

the colonists would be left alone for a while so far as the

Hubbarsd were concerned. Such was not the case. Interest and

taxes had been paid until October, 189S, and Butzel figured that

the Hubbards would not want anything from the colonists until

1899. Eut since a few of the settlers could not pay the small

principal payments the Hubbards threatened eviction all over

again early in 1899. Once again Butzel was able to ward off
1.

disaster. The end ’was now near, however.

"The disintegration of the colony began in the fall

of 1899 when three colonists abandoned their faims. In 1900

only eight families remained in the colony and these rapidly

disappeared. Except three parcels all of the land finally re­

verted to the Hubbard Co. and was later sold to German immi­

grants. The odds were too great---- a small band of peddlers,

without agricultural experience, insufficient capital, swampy,

cut over burnt out, and infertile lands, under mill-stonelike

contracts with a severe financial panic before they oriented 

1. A.J.H.'S. Vol. 29, pp. 61-74.
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themselves (1893) and most of all the constant spectre of the
sher/iff and eviction, they were doomed to failure,”1*

This was the last attempt at group colonization in

Michigan. The individual fanners with who we have dealt re­

mained in this state and were successful in their farming ef­

forts .

WISCONSIN

Turning from Tichigan we shall now consider the his-

ory of the American Jew in agriculture in the state of Wiscon­

sin. The first record of Jewish farmers in this state deals

with a few who were located in Barron county, at Turtle Lake

and at Barron.

The soil in this area is fairly productive although

stony in certain areas. It is smooth and rolling with a con­

siderable part forested or cut over. The soils are laamy and
2.

the climate is warm in this area.

In 1894 the Jewish Agriculturists' Aid Society of

Chicago located sone of the farmers in whom it was interested

at Turtle Lake and at ABarron. The first few years on the

soil were very difficult for these people for they did not

have a great deal of fertility in land with which to work.

1 A.J.H.S. Vol. 29, pp. 61-74.
2. U.S. Department of Agriculture, bureau of Agricultural Econ­
omics, op. cit.
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The soil was not fertile and anything they managed to get out

of it was done after onmuch struggle, and hard labor. After

four years of work they were able to live in homes of fair com­

fort erected by themselves. During the summer of 1898 when all

was going along smoothly for them and a good crop lay in the

field all of their belongings were swept away by a forest fire

which came down upon them on October 10, 1898. The whole town­

ship was laid waste, all of the farmers suffering equally. The

four Jewish farmers of the small settlement lost all they had.

Their farm implements, their buildings, their furniture, wear­

ing apparel, crops, and part of their livestock. Since the

fall was already upon them there was little they could do but

to go into the city, leaving their farms. They were given

free transportation to the city by the State Relief Association

which also cared for them when they arrived in Barron, the
1.

county seat, from their farms at Turtle Lake.

When the Jewish farmers heard that the Jewish Agricul­

turists’Aid Society would do what they could to help them re­

establish their farms in the spring they returned to their land

and commenced rebuilding in the spring. It took more money to

resettle the farmers during this period than it did to place

them on the land in the first place. When the Jewish Agricul­

turists’ Aid Society saw that they were going to need further

aid in order to put the farmers back where they had been, the

Society made an appeal for donations and wearing apparel and

household goods were received. The Society was also answered

1. J.A.A.S. Report, Chicago, 1900, p. 12.
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in its plea with ?877.25 ln oash.

in reestablishing the Jewish tire sufferers on their fams.1.

The Jewish farmers in this area sowed mainly grain

crops. Winter rye and wheat were both cultivated extensively

as were oats and corn also. The farms in this district may

scarcely be regarded as colonies since there were never many

farmers in the neighborhhod.

WOOD COUNTY

NEKOOSA

The Jewish farmers that did settle in Wisconsin were

isolated and scattered. This is illustarted by the record we

have of another farmer in an entirely different part of the

state, Wood county. This was Michael Pichersky, who settled

in Nekoosa. He grew rye mainly which he used to feed hogs from
2.

which he made his livelihood.

AHPIN

In the ARTnR county which was the locale for the Ne-e

koosa farm was a settlement of Jewish farmers. The name of

the faun settlement was Arpin, taking the name of a nearby

village. Wood county had the same general soil characteristics

as Barron county which we have discussed. The land is product-

ive to a fair degree and Is gently rolling with a silty soil

which is in many places poorly drained.

1. J.A.A.S. Report,"1900, pp. 12-13•
2. J.A.A.S. Report, 1901, Buseau of Agricultural Econ-
3. U.S. Department of Agriculture,
omios, op. cit.
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The village or Arjin was . lbmor lunber sw.

.ill town in Wood county, l60 miles of

fifteen miles northwest of Grand Rapids, lumbering stopped

in the district about 1903, and the population of the small vlll.

age dropped to almost nothing. The pine timber which was the

incentive for the lumberjacks was all taken out before the Jews

came into the village. But much hard wood remained which was

usable by the Jewish farmers not only for their home use but

also to cut up and sell as cord wood. The whole section was

heavily wooded when the Jewish settlers came in, and stumps

were all around interfering with the farming until they were

taken out which was a laborious process. The soil was adapt­

able to grass and clover and also fitted for small grains and

corn but not to a very great degree, '■'■'he soil was too heavy

for potatoes and truck gardening was not good for there was

no market for vegetables. The native farmers in the district

were largely engaged in dairying and had fine herds of cattle.

In addition to their dairying activities they also raised

stock for sale. The grasses were nutritious and the cattle did

very well on the land. One of the main reasons for the pop­

ularity of dairying was the relative ease of preparing pasture

land after stumps which had teen left in the ground by the

lumberjacks were removed. Grass could be grown Just as soon

as brush was cleared away and the lard turned over. These pas-

could then be used for cattle grazing purposes with

success. It was also possible for the farmers to cut the

with their mowing machines when they desired to take ad­

tures

great

grass
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vantage or the high prices for the ,

age in one part or the state or another. The cutti^ or

grass was possible only arter the snail stumps were taken Qut

of the ground, ror otherwise the mowing machines would not

have been able to pass over the land. The general method or

removing the smaller stumps was to allow them to rot way. As

tor the large stumps, it was impossible to take than out com-

pletely with the use of stmp-pulling machines. Fire and dy­

namite were the only other alternatives. Firewas slow and time­

consuming in addition o$ being very trying to a man’s patience.

To remove the stumps xhrough the use of dynamite was an ezpen-
1.

sive process which few farmers could afford.

"The labor that must be put in on an acre
of raw land before it is freed from stumps is
almost incredible. Clearing land in*  this re­
gion is a task for the Strongest and most pat­
ient men. Nevertheless it is just such land as
this throughout northern Wisconsin that hundreds
of Germanst Scandinavians, Poles and Swiss have
been buying, clearing, and making a good living
on since the early nineties." •

Accounts differ as to the method of forming the set­

tlement. According to the report of the Jewish Agricultural

and Industrial Aid Society that organization .lent $10,000 to

the Milwaukee Agricultural Society with which to purchase
land. Th. Society, which was under the presidency of A.W. Rich,

purchased 280 acres of land and hired a superintende

guide the colony. The *10,000  was supposed to be used for the

purchase and improvement of land. According to the Jwish Ag-

1. U.S. Immigration Commission, op. clt., pp. I45 I46-
2. Ibid..
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ricultural and Industrial Aid Aid Society the Milwaukee
tural Society believed that a " <.

...compact colony can he better
handled by them than scattered farmers...1- To thiE the

ish Agricultural and Industrial Aid Society deferred despite

its conviction that this was not the best plan. The following

comment was made by the New York Society: "In this colony

the land is fertile enough to enable the settlers to profit

immediately by the advice of a competent superintendent, the

responsible trustees residing only a short distance away from

the colony."

The report of the Milwaukee Society and other sources

differ as to the number of acres purchased. The figure is

placed at 720 by the United States Immigration Commission and

by the Milwaukee Society. The Milwaukee Society made no men­

tion of the fact that they were loaned $10,000 by the Jewish
3 •

AgricutSiral and Industrial Aid Society of New York.

The colony was founded in December, 1904. The set­

tlers were Russian and Roumanian Jews who were refugees. These

refugees had come to Milwaukee originally from New xork through

the help of the Removal Office in that city. That organization

which was a part of the Jewish Agricultural and Industrial Aid

Society, had as its purpose tne removal of Jews from the

dec sea-board cities to locations where there were comparative-
4.

ly few Jewish refugees. 1 2 3 4

1. J.A.I.A.S. Report, 1904, pp. 13-14.
2. Ibid. nA 1006
3. American Hebrew, November 2 ,
4. Ibid; "
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lThe col°ny of Jews was placed on 720 acres of

wild land just north of Arpin. It was temporarily housed

during the winter of 1904 in the old houses that had been

abandoned when the Arpin Lumber Company closed its mills in

the village. At the time of purchase the entire tract of land

was covered with second growth timber consisting of maple and

birch for the most part. The settlement was divided into

forty acre farms which were allotted to the refugees as they

came into the colony. The refugees were to paythe original

cost of the land back to the fciilwaukee Agricultural Society

within ten years. The loan was to bear 4% interest from the

second year, no interest was to be charged for their first

year on the land. According to the plan of the Milwaukee So­

ciety each family was to receive $5.00 a wekk until it became

self-supporting. This money was to be regarded by the settlers
1.

as a loan.
In addition to the money which the Society gave the

colonists each week as a dole, more or less, they also owned

stock and farm equipment which was used jointly by them. This

consisted of six horses, six milch cows, several farm wagons,

two light wagons, and all the necessary farm implements ex­

cept mowers and reapers which were not needed until there was
2.

a crop to be harvested.
The Society at first intended that the colony should

consist of eighteen faipilies who should be settled on forty 

1. American Hebrew, November 24, 1905.
2. Ibid.
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acre plots of land. Ihe money for the original purchase ot

lend, contrary to reports of the Jewish Agricultural and In­

dustrial aid Society was received iron the philanthropic pre­

sident of the Milwaukee Society who paid for the land in ad­

dition to paying for the original primary Improvement on the

lend. Houses were constructed, one on each forty acre plot of

land. They were built of good lumber which had bear sold at

a discount to the Milwaukee Society by the Upham Manufacturing

Company located at Marshfield, six miles avay from Arpin. The

houses were built on stone foundation and were 18 by 24 feet.

There was a summer kitchen in the rear and three rooms on the

first floor, with another two or three on the second. In

addition to the houses a small shed was built on each tract

of land besides a roofed barn. Cowstables were also built near

each house. The houses were built cheaply but of good lumber

and had sturdy foundations. They compayed well with the houses

used by pioneers in other sections of the country and cost

between $400 and $500 each. Some of the houses were put up in

August, 1904, while others were vacated by lumbermen so that

there were ample accomodations for housing the immigrants be

fore the first contingent of them had arrived at the settle-
1. “7 .

ment. _ !
' In November, 1904, the first families arrived. There

were six or eight families who cat. at that time comprising

some 45 people.1 2* In 1905 the settlem^t had increased to ten 

1. U.S. Immigration Commission, o£. olt• > W>- 145’148,

2. Ibid.
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refugee families with a total of 34 children.1* Later the

settlement increased to fourteen families most of whom came
2.

from Milwaukee. At this time the settlement could "be reached

easily by three lines of railroads---- the Milwaukee; Northwestern;
3.

and the Wisconsin Central.

The settlement was proceeding along a ceryain plan

which had been laid down by the president of the Milwaukee

Society, Mr. Rich. The essentials of the plan follow:

”1. Men were to be selected with a view
to physical strength and eagerness toward the
undertaking.

"2. Land must be fertile and within two
or three miles of a prominent railroad.

”3. Not less than ten or more than twen­
ty families should form a settlement.

”4. A practical woodsman and farmer should
be in.charge of the men to teach, guide, add con­
trol them, and all the necessary implements pro­
vided for the work.

"5. An inventory should be taken at the
end of each year of the proceeds obtained from the
labor of each, each man being credited with that
amount as agdinst the amount paid to him for the
first aid, the rest to go to his credit.

"6. When one-half of the principal and in­
terest of the original loan shall have been paid,
the settler shall receive a warrantee deed, subject
to a mortgage for the balance due on his forty
acres and improvements.

"7. The association may, with the consent
of each settler, purchase at his own expense a
Z-life insurance policy on the settler in favor
of the association for its, and the family’s secur- 1 2 3

1. American Hebrew, November 24,
2. U.S. Immigration Commission, o£. -----
3. American Hebrew, loc.«

pp. 145-148.
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hold?"ei°f the death of the head of the house-

"The estimated cost or providing the settl6rs wlth a

term under these conditions have been figured as follows:

"Forty acres of land at teo an acre }800

Frame house and barn 350’
Cow and chickens 40
Tools necessary, first 50

One horse, wagon, etc. 150

Provisions for six months 150

2.
Total, original investment $1,540”

One item of extreme importance concerning the gen­

eral character of the colonists was brought out in the report

of the United States Immigration Commission. That follows;

’’Only one seems to have had any experience previously with
3

farm life or agricultural methods, and that across the ocean”.

The effects of this inexperience and romanticizing

of their ability to succeed on the land if only given a chance

to do so will be seen in the later development of the colony’s

history.
The settlers came onto the land in the fall of the

year with very little money. It was necessary for the spon­

soring society to take care of them until their livelihood

would be obtainable from the land itself. Therefore the So-

ciety advanced money to them, ea we have already mentioned.

1. American Hebrew, November 24, W° -5
2. Ibid. . , nn cit.. pp. 145-148.3. TEsTlmmigration Commission, o£. cit»*
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aith^srsi^:: a“a- **

the SocSty^«tSrn°?hereror°U4 *1 ,:'p’•■'■’
was insufficient in itself tn ®’ an\the amount
a poor way. Moreover wltt ™sS2rt a fa“Uy in
or the settlers were willingl! ? assured few
work, reiving solely on th?a£± “7 I6ry hard
Society. "1. y he advances made by the

Hearty the colony a good district school offered the

children an opportunity to learn English and to become acquaint­

ed with the cistons or their Gentile neighbore. The Milwaukee

Agricultural association was also interested in providing in­

struction for their farmers in clearing lands and in raising

crops. To this end the Society employed as a superintendent

a young man who was supposed to have had experience along the
2.

lines of practical farming,

This young man sincerely wanted to do a good Job of

supervising the colony. Therefore he tried to have the en­

tire group work as a unit to cut up dord wood for sale. There

was plenty of wood around and all that the farmers had to do

to earn a little money was to set to work and cut it up. There

was a ready market for the wood if they were not able to use

it themselves. In addition to this work the superintendent

also set the men to work clearing a small patch of ground on

the fifty acre tract belonging to each one of them. This work

did not proceed so well and he said concerning the men that:

”... they were ignorant of even the simplest operations. No

one could handle or shaipen an axe or a saw, or milk a co

1. U.S. Immigration Commission, O£. cit.» PP*  145 148,
2. Ibid.
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or s oc , or conduct any sort of farming operations#

one to dig a poet hole and he would ae likely alg a

From these facts we nay gather that the plan of

having the men work together did not work out so well since

constant supervision was necessary. Therefore a complete In—

structlon system had to be worked out whereby the men could

learn about elementary farming operations before attempting

to do them without previous experience.

In addition to the men’s inexperience in doing the

work required of them there was also a great deal of loafing

done when the superintendent was not on the spot, i'he report

of the superintendent concerning this matter stated: "As long

as I remained in sight work went on, but whenever my back was
3.

turned soldiering began."

There was a great deal of jealousy among the settlers

concerning the land that was to be taken up by each family.

They all wanted plots of land to which they had taken a parti­

cular liking, believing some of the land to be better than other

portions of it. Thus there came to a trouble over the divi-

slon and distribution of the land. Finally, In order to ob­

viate any continuation of the complaining and petty arguing

that was going on each family was assigned to a specific lot

„ and that none other would beand told that the land was theirs ana w
given to them in exchange for It. This land consisted of a

forty acre plot of land with the house that had been b up

no. 145-148.
1. U.l. immigration Commission, o£. -----•»
2. Ibid.
3. %bld.
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it and all the improvements which had teen put in. the land

was worth about $1,000, or Jss.oo an acre.1-

very few of the colonists had w Mey wlth whloh

to pay for the land given to them on credit by the Milwaukee

Agricultural Society. Very easy terns were made tor the pay-

nent of the money due the Society. No payments of principal

at all were scheduled for the first two yearo of settlement.

After that time the principal was to be repaid by small payments

with interest at 6%. Through this plan the settlers would have

full title to the land inside of thirteen years, some of them

in ten years. The stock which was furnished to the colonists

was also given to them on these same easy terms of repayment.

Everything was done to make the settlement as simple as possi­

ble for people who had never been on the land before. Consider­

ation to the extreme was shown to these people who took every-
2.

thing that was done for them more or less for granted.

During the early months of the s ettlement nothing

was done on the land at all. The houses were set up in the

woods among what trees were left. The colonists did fell some

of the trees durWg their first on the land and had severe

hardships in doing so for the snow was very deep a.d they were
unaccustomed to that type of wort, especially under the inaus­

picious conditions. One factor which irted these people was
their utter loneliness. They were completely isolated during

the winter time when the heavy snows made communication wi

"" cit PP. 145-148.
1. U.S. Immigration Commission, o£. -----•’
2. Ibid..
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outsiders almost impossible for the

a synagogue and communal religious services was also a natter

of importance to the settlers. They did llke t0 llve

as they were forced to. They had very reluctantly accepted

their present way of lite as they had never done anything

comparable before. Their attitude toward the work which they
were obliged to do soon showed their discontent.1'

Yfithin eight months the settlers had cut 200 cords

of wood, beginning their labors in the dead of winter and

handicapped by unfamiliarity with tools and by the deep snows.

They made enough money from the sale of this wood to keep them

and their families in food and clothing throughout the winter.

They were assisted, of course, by the weekly allowances which
2.

were given to them by the Milwaukee Society.

------------ ----------------------------------a r.1t pp. 145-148.
1. n*S.  Immigration Commission, -^gQgT"”
2. American Hebrew, November 2 ,

During the summer of 1905 the superintendent in charge

of the colony instructed than in the planting of garden truck

and vegetables which were to be used for their own needs. They

managed to grow enough of this to serve not only themselves

but also to sell a little on the outside/ The sale did not
amount to enough to be important, however. They also pain

a few potatoes Suring the summer which cane along nicely al­

though the soil was not fitted to their ideal growth. The

cream that they skinned from their milk always net with a ready

sale. It had to be shipped to the railroad station which was * 1 2 
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Milwaukee

2.
themselves and would have destroyed their profit.

In the fall of 1905 Mr. Rich, the President of the

society made the following statement:

"I have, up to the present time, refrained
saying much for publication regarding this

•  it was, to a great degree, a exper-
and was my own plan. I have been charged,- . ___ XI*  a o n't? rill

___ LU» UHU --------- ---------—
But from what we are now enabled to see

I an Inclined to the J’Het that W

from
settlement.
iment, and - ---------- ~
by fiiends and co-workers with too much enthu­
siasm. But from what we are now enabled to see
here, I am inclined to the belief that my plan is
working out even better than my own enthusiastic
nature predicted. I have placed no man here
without first sending him here end
everything, so that no one can say after ^ing,
that things were not as they were le 3> r
I am fully satisfied with the results.

By the spring of 1906 the settlers were supposed to

have ten acres of their forty acre tracts cleared and ready for 

The colonists met with difficulties during their

first summer on the land. Very severe rains spoiled some of

the crops which had been originally planted and replanting was

necessitated in several instances. Despite this trouble they

were able to derive a small amount of profit from their crops

during their first year on the land. This was only possible

because of the heavy subsidization on the part of the Milwau­

kee Agricultural Association which had defrayed many of the

expenses which would otherwise have had to be paid for by the

colonists

about a mile away and those who had cows and could spare th,

cream were able to add to their incomes subtly from this
source also.

Hi DP*  145~ 148.
1. U.S. Immigration Commission, o£.
2. J.A.I.A.S. Report, 1906, .P- 1
3. American Hebrew, Novsnber 24,
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planting. This would have enablea *
by the following fall if ey crop

, , ® 1 ”ent WeU their plans. Ihey
were to plant grass, which was to be used for dodder for their

stock, corn, potatoes, and other vegetables, zt is unfortunate

that the settlers entertained thoughts of growing vegetables

on the land which they had taken up since it was not well

suited for truck or market gardening. Bad they cleared all laud

for pasturage they might have had a better chance of success.1-

In various accounts of this colony we have run across

conflicting stories emanating from the Jewish press and the

United States Government reports in conflict with actual events

that developed later on. In the case of Arpin the American

Hebrew flagrantly stated that: "None has expressed the least
2.

desire to leave the settlement." This is in direct contra­

diction to

the land much longer.

the facts of the case. The colonists were very rest-

the entire time that they had been on the land. The

that had kept them quiet and had made them satisfied

their farms was the weekly dole that was given to
But this could

pp. 145-148.
1. American Hebrew, November 24, 19

3. U.S. ’immigration Commission, O£»

ive during

only thing

to live on
them by the Milwaukee Agricultural Association.

not keep on forever. Apparently the colonists were not aware

of thi. fact or else chose to ignore it. At any rate, when

the Society announced that it would shortly have to discontinue

the allowances which were being given to the settlers it becane^

obvious that the people would not stay on
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to prepare land for the
une summer of

ng when the colonists
was not going to be able

-------- w3 any more. They

-—a not being fairly

They had tried

1906. A fair amount „aa waajr for

heard that the Milwaukee organization r--

to take care of them in the way of allowances My ^’..^7

objected violently on the grounds that they were r-‘ ■ •

treated by the society which they felt had placed then In^the

colony under false pretenses. When the weekly payments stopped

several of them packed their belongings and left the settlement

not caring for the crops which were rightfully theirs or any of

the possible benefits that might come to than. from the farms

in the future. In addition to the families which deserted the

project a few others had been earlier removed because they had 

proved objectionable. In all cases of desertion the land that

had been previously owned by the settlers reverted to the Mil­

waukee Agricultural Association. The Society refunded to the

deserters sny- money that they had put in the project. Only

nine families remained in the settlement in the fall of 1906.

We are able to draw one conclusion from the history

of the colony up to 1906, that the colonists were manifestly

unsuited. for tins work which they were supposed to be

do. The men were inexperienced, as we have shown. Th y

were completely devoid of the pioneering spirit so necessary
tor the success of such a project. The Russian immigrants who

were placed on the land in this ease had been in the country

tor a while. They had been led to expect that they

1. J.A.I.A.S. Report, 1906, p. 12
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they usually most unattractive places.

saw a fairly

families and

on farms
there was nothing else for them to do. In it they

easy means of support for themselves and their

a chance to get out of the crewded cities where

lived in ths

taken care of by their fellow Jews

So was to relax and let some c

was not the case with the earlier colonists

States. To be sure, ■-
J-“xxcu aiso, but not beca

otthe laziness or the settlers. Arpln,s maucoessful

np to 1906 lay exclusively in the fact that the Russian and

Roumanian Immigrants who settled in the colony did not care

about faming at all and accepted the chance to get

only because 

ail they had to
one else worry about them. Ihls

in the United
some or them tailed also, but not

After the first large-scale movement of the settlers 

away from the colony, the Milwaukee organization hired a young

Jewish farmer who was a gradaute of the National Farm School 

at Doylestown, Pa. He replaced the former superintendent of

the colony as its new guide and teacher. The foimer superin­

tendent had not been able to accomplish very much with the set-

tiers. The National Farm School man was unacquainted with the

type of country in which he had to work. He was used to more

or less ideal conditions in Pennsylvania and was in no way
u. He was therefore

Pecting what he found when he came to rp
. the type of colony which

unqualified to serve as a leader for
Aia not know the first

was settled in Wisconsin since he di
.. . His inexperience was shown

thing about farming in this sta e. It was
by his order to erect a large barn for the comm 
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garden vegetables, endeavoring

as a market gardening community.

reports of this area any such at-

- ------------------- cit., PP*  1^5-148•
1. U.S. Immigration Commission, ©£• *’

put up with the money donated bv th« u,
y the Milwaukee Agricuitn™-.

Association. The barn was well-built and m 1

roomttatoXa:^r
storage of corn, nay, and other crops. Unfortunately it wa3

never used. This effort represented another waste of time

money which might have been avoided with a bit more experience

of the supposed leader that assumed responsibility for the

guiding of the settlement. The superintendent from the Matta-

al Farm School was also of the opinion that satisfactory truck

gardens could be set up in Arpin just as they had been set up

in Pennsylvania. He persuaded the Society to allow him to plant

experimental plots of various

to put the colony on its feet

As we have seen from our soil 

tempt was doomed to failure for the soil and growing season

were neither suitable for the growing of vegetables or for their

maturing before the frost would kill them.
When the United State Immigration Commission Report

was made In 1909 there were only three families left on
land. The Society in Milwaukee expected that there would be

acre farmers coming to take the place of those who had

. nf farmers on and off ®
the colony. The constant movement

a of course. Tiie sU"
land in the settlement did it no
Perlntendent, or the instructor in charge

in active work in agriculture had to
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When a group of men finally were broken to farm life and were
able to do the tasks required about the settlement, they dis-

covered that there was not as much profit to farming as they
thought there might be and so left the colony. From that

point the continual process would begin all over again. It

must be said for some of the farmers that they left the land

only for the winter and returned in the spring. They were not

able to stay on the land for the entire year for they had no

source of income in the winter outside of what little they had
1.

been able to make on the farm.

There were some farmers among the Russian immigrants

who were able to make a success on the land. These men were

capable of enduring the hardships of farm life and even were

able to make some payments on the money that had been loaned to

them by the Society in Milwaukee. They tried to clear the land

and kept working on it during the entire time that they remain-

ed on it. Every group of farmers that came to the land would

start in on the clearing process. Some of them would accomplish

a good deal while others would not even be able to make a dent

in the brush which so effectively screened the land from new
2.agricultural attempts.

The best of all of the farms in the area in 1909 did

not have more than twelve acres of well-cleared and broken land.

2. Ibid.
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A large quantity of the heaTy

durlrg the period but not a

any considerable acreage ot any farm crop.1-

The reasons for the failure of the Arpin colony

were due to more than one cause. Perhaps the most important

factor in the colony’s failure lay in the physical conditions

faced by the colonists on their arrival in the settlement.

Uncleared land, hard to bring into cultivation, was their chief

obstacle. In addition to this problem they had to face the

great distnace from markets as a very important cause of their

Inability to make a success out of certain crops. The isolation

of the colonists and their inevitable loneliness played a great

part in their discontent in the life which they had been forced

into, they felt. The fact that the settlers were not people

who had been engaged in agricultural activities prior to their

settlement on the land also was very important as we have

brought out previously. Certainly people who have never en-

gagad/ in such activities before should not have been placed

on desolate land requiring all sorts of labor before it was

even in a position to be worked.
The payment of money to the colonists while they were

in the pioneering period did not help them to develop self-

reliance, or any form of independence that is so necessary to

a nan who must live alone and be self sufficient. "The estab­

lishment on improved land of Hebrews with greater capital re-

1. U.S. Immigration Commission, op. cit., pp. 145-148. 
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sources ana a natter taoW1edge or far» Hr. see.s to be the

only satisfactory nethod of hebr«, colonisation at the pre-

sent time.'’

This concludes the history of the Jew in agricul­

ture in Wisconsin where individual successes on the part of

scattered farmers perhaps balanced the failure at Arpin.

NORTH DAKOTA

One of the most popular states so far as Jewish col­

onization attempts were concerned, was North Dakota. Here,

following the Russian emigration to the United States in the

eighties, many settlements were launched. The Jews were prob­

ably actuated in their desire to settle their co-religionists

in North Dakota by the ease with which land was available to

them in the state since the Homestead Laws" were in effect in

this state.

At the present time 87% of the state of North Dakota

is devoted to agriculture in one form or another. This state

originally contained the famous "bonanza" farms, so called be­

cause of the great amount of money that many of the farmers

made through their growing of wheat. Buring the time that the

wheat production of the state was so immense, the farms con­

sisted, sometimes, of two or three townships. Today, although

the very large farms have disappeared, farms of 10,000 acres

are still in use. This is rather startling to those who are

1. .U.S.Immigration Commission, oj>. £it_., PP» 145 148» 
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used to farms of a much smaller size as they are in other states.

Today the average farm in North Dakota is 463 acres compared
with the national avergge of 154.8 acres.1*

Ordinarily the rainfall in North Dakota is suffi­

cient to bring about successful crops. This is true despite

the fact that the western part of the state is quite dry, and is

located, if fact, in the dry-farming area of the United States.

This dry-farming area in North Dakota comprises almost two-

thirds of the state today. Droughts occur on the average of

twice in a century. It took the recent drought, starting in

1929, and ending about 1937 to show the United States Govern­

ment the tremendous importance of irrigation in this section of

the country, and the great extent to which the farmers might re­

ly upon it if available to them at a reasonable cost. At the

present time there are about 1,000 irrigation projects going

on in the state, ■‘•'he drought was a costly lesson but an effect-
2.

ive one.
Although the land in North Dakota has always been

recognized as being good agricultural land, strangely enough
there never was a land boom in this state. Lan<<prices have al-

3.
ways been low.

The state is divided roughly into three general agri-

cultural Delta. Kea B1Ter Valley and the Drlft Pralrle

are combined in what Is known as the "black earth belt". The

, „ a-u nov-Ata fl Guide to the Northern Prairie State, Feder-
Eorth

Dakota, 1938., pp. 58-69.
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Coteaudu-Mlssissippi constitutes the farnlng

the Missouri slope is the grazing-forag. Pelt, in the Maoh­

earth belt tarns are comparatively snail, averaging less than

400 acres. In this area rainfall is usually iron 18 to 24 in­

ches yearly, sir to eight inches of this tails in May and June

when it is most important for the small grain crops. This

area was the first region of North Dakota to be settled. The

first settlers were interested in exploiting the fur trade and

looked with active disfavor upon the establishment of agricul­

tural settlements in the state. Frequently they would combine

with the Indians in an effort to keep the farm families from

coming into the area. The first agricultural colony in North

Dakota was established at Pembina in 1851. This was strictly

a frontier project with all of the vicissitudes of the early

pioneers being suffered by the colonists when they came into
1.

this area at that time.

Despite the liberal terms upon which the land was

opened to settlement, there was no large influx of settlers

while the country was still in the grips of the Civil War.

Indian troubles in the far west frightened many people who

otherwise might have settled on the land. Drought end the grass­

hoppers also contributed In keeping these prospective settlers

of the state away from the areas so liberally opened to th®.

In addition to these factors the Homestead Ofglce at which land

claims had to be filed was a great distance away from the land

1. North Dakota Federal Writers' Project, op. cit., pp. 58-69. 



-398-

which was opened to settlement. A few claims of land were

the seventies but it was not until about 1885 that

any great number of settlers generally began to come onto the

land. They came on the Northern Pacific Railroad which had

extended itself across the Red River and into North Dakota.

Through this means the settlers were able to reach the land. As

time went on and the Red River Valley and the Drift Plains

became filled up with settlers, the newcomers were forced to

go garther west. In the western parts of the state raififall was

much less abundant than in the east. The settlers, realizing

this, tried to compensate for the loss by acquiring much larger

farms than did the people settlign in the more favored sections.

In the nineties much land was bought back from dis'a/tlfied set­

tlers who had been placed on the land in the "back to the soil'*'

movement. These were mainly Jewish farmers who took up their

160 acres and tried to farm it only to find that with the

small amount of rainfall available to their farms there was

nothing that they could do. 'The best thing for then was to

sell out and get back to the cities before they starved to death

on the unproductive land.j
Today North Dakota is second to Kansas in the pro­

duction of wheat. It is the third state in grain seeds and the

seventh In cereal crops. Other Important crops In the state

today are flax, winter rye, barley, oats, add emmer, which Is

used locally along with the barley, oats, and rye, for feed.

Potatoes and sugar beets are the main cash crops of the state.

Red clover, alfalfa, hay, timothy, and broom grass are also 
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grown In addition to some sheep and cattle-raising and a small

amount ot poultry raising done mainly by the farm wives .for

their own personal expenses.

The history of Jewish farmers in North Dakota is

a highly complex matter. This is due to the fact that there

were always new settlers moving into the state to take the

place of older farmers who had failed. Jewish farmers settled

in North Dakota on homestead land in the Red River Valley which

was regarded as being the best land in the state. We have al­

ready seen that this land was more popular than the other areas

open to homesteaders for it was rapidly settled and the farmers
2.

coming into the land later were forced to move on farther west.

In general, Jewish settlements in the areas open for

colonization in North Dakota were, frowned upon by people who

might othersiwe have assisted the movement along to a great ex­

tent. Jewish efforts were delayed, for the most part, until

the best land had been taken up by other homesteaders. The

few farmers who had been fortunate enough to secure land in

the Red River Valley were among the very few who had the vision

to cone into the state when it was Just beginning its opening

up development. The claim was made, by the people who did not

favor Jewish settlement in the area, that the country was out

of the way and was climatically unfit for habitation. This

argument was used to discourage settlement in almost every part

of the state. Even after the fertility of the soil and been

1. North Dabo^Z^al Wrners'^ject, oE. clt., PP. 58-69.

2. J.A.A.S. Report, 1906, PP-



-400-

sone areas no encouragement was given. It was only
when the good land was practically all gone that the lews began

to be given the necessary aid to cone into this state. Jew­

ish farmers In North Dakota have never played a very important
part in the agriculture of the state.1'

The Jewish Agriculturists’ Aid Society and the Jewish

Agricultural and Industrial Aid Society were most effective in

the settlement of colonies and individual settlers in North

Dakota. Their activities will best be senn when the colonies

they assisted are viewed individually. By 1905 the height of

the Jewish Agriculturists’ Aid Society’s activities had been

reached when this Society settled some 42 people in that year.

Settlements were made in McHenry county, Burleigh, co uirty, Me

Lean county, and in Ward county, by representatives of the So­

ciety. Crop failures accounted for the scuttling of many a

settler's hope of ever becoming an agriculturist for one year's

bad luck was usually enough to break up the settler's small

financial backing forever.
Since the Jewish Agricultural and Industrial Aid So­

ciety was not formed until 1900 they had nothing to do with

the colonization in North Dakota at an earlier date. Through

their general activities in the state is to be gained an illus­

trative picture of North Dakota agricultural effort on the part

of the Jews from 1902, when their interest really began, until

1912.

1. J.A.A.S. Report, 1906, PP. 44-48.
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In 1902 the Jewish Agricultural and industrial Aid

Society sent eight families from Nev York to North Dakota. In

one year’s time seven of the eight abandoned their claims.

They all had settled on homestead land and all met with the

same difficulties which caused their uniform failure. During

their first year on the land practically all of the crops of

the farmers failed. This would not have been so dishearten­

ing to the settlers had not the older residents of the district

told them that they had had the same experience with their

crops year after year and that there seemed to be no hope for

agriculture in the district. The severe climate and the great

distance from other Jews made the lives of the settlers on the

land miserable until they became accustomed to the privations.

Railroad stations were also located far away from the settle­

ments of the Jews and this did not help the loneliness of their
1.

lives.
The living accomodations which the settlers used were

necessarily poor. This was due to the high cost of lumber in

the treeless district. It was also costly to dig wells because

of the scarcity of skilled labor, and because material had to

be hauled from a considerable distance. Stock, farm equipment,

and household furnishings, along with the other necessaries of
2.

life were all very expensive.
Lack of capital also played an important part in the

failure of the settlement planted by the Nev York society. Be-

1. J.A.I.A.S. Report, 1903, pp. 34-35.
2. Ibid.



-402-

of their own lack of money the settlers had to borrow

money from the Society. Naturally security was required for

the loan. Mortgages could net be given on the homestead land

for it was not yet the farmers’ but still belonged to the

government until the requirements of the Homestead Act had been

met. Therefore, the settlers were forced to give chattel mort­

gages to the Society. By mortgaging their chattels they had

no security to offer the storekeepers in the district when they

went to buy the goods that they needed for the immediate pre­

sent. The knowledge that they could not obtain any more money

unless they hired themselves out at hard physical labor was
1.

too much for the settlers.

The failure was met rather stoically by the Society

in New iork. This was probably because they were still rel­

atively inexperienced in the matter of settling colonies and

did not realize the significance of each additional failure

in the eyes of the advocates of the Jew in agriculture in the
United States. ^Because of the many abortive attempts at agri­

cultural settlements in the late nineteenth and early twentieth

century, Jews for many years after, even up to the present

time, were regarded as being inefficient agriculturists and
not able to succeed in the profession.] The Jewish Agricultural

and Industrial Aid Society thought that it had the ^solution to

the problem. The organization brought out very clearly in one

of its annual reports that a settlement could only be success­

1. J.A.I.A.S. Report, 1903, pp. 34-35.
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ful if in addition to the capital investment of at least

$1,200 per family, and more if possible, the settles were

men of strong physical, mental, and moral qualifications.

Considerably more than $1,500 would be necessary for the suc­

cessful settlement on the land of a pioneer family if the

father was the only one who could do any large amount of work

during the active season of farm labor. The Society also felt

that the work should be attempted by families who were ex­

perienced in agricultural methods and who were acclimated to

the part of the country in which they would be farming. No

other families should make an attempt to go into the profess­

ion blindly. In other words, the Society no longer believed

that a family should be taken from New York with no experience

of a farm whatsoever, and placed to farm in a part of the country

which they had never seen before. The Society went on:

"From both points of view---- those of the
applicant and our own---- this work is not at-
tractive since we know that we\$500 in addit-----
ion to a small payment in the purchase price
of land, and just average physical, mental,
and moral qualifications, our applicants are
sure to be at least moderately successfull if
purchasing a farm in eastern sections with our
assistance, while we are fairly sure that-jour
investment will come back with interest."

In 1907 the Jewish Agricultural and Industrial Aid

Society acknowledged once again that they had made a rather

serious mistake in their colonization in the west. For, through

their efforts most of the colonists who left for North Dakota

had been able to locate only on poor land. This was true for

1. J.A.I.A.S. Report, 1903, pp. 34-35.
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we have seen how the cnnfl v.good land became occupied fairly soon
after the district was opened up to homesteaders. It was

hardly likely that any good land should be overlooked by ex­

perienced farmers and the more shrewd speculators. In addi­

tion to taking up homestead land the settlers also had the

privilege of pre-empting land which would otherwise not have

been available to them. This land consisted of additional

tracts which contributed to the size of the farm. These

tracts were taken by payment, after eighteen months residents

on an original homestead tract at which time the settler was

I eligible for more land that he had settled on originally.

; By the opportunity that many of the settlers took advantage

of much additional land was added to an original homestead

cliim and the Jews found even less land available for their
/ 1*
I purposes.

One of the most popular ways of getting a start dur­

ing the homestead period was that of marking for another

farmers until a sum of money sufficient to buy some tools

ark] the necessary provisions was available. A considerable

number of young Jewish men went out to North Dakota in the

late nineteenth and early twentieth century and worked for other

farmers in the vicinity of their homestead locations. This

meant that they had to do their own farm labor besides work­

ing at the home of their employer for the great part of the

day. Frequently this entailed walking sveral miles every day

for the homesteads were often located at some diatnce from each

1. J.A.I.A.S. Report, 1907, pp. 14-15.
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other. The Jewish tarmera were favored to one respect. In

North Dakota during the early part of the sumer the sun is

up for about 16 hours. Plenty of light was thus assured to

them for the labor that was necessary for then to do on their

farms in order to fulfill the homestead requirements. The

length of time that the sun was up also favored the growing

of crops which otherwise might not have been so successful

because of the shortness of the growing season. The labor was

hard for these men, but being young they felt capable of doing

it successfully.

In addition to the difficulty of finding sufficient

time to work on their farms in order to meet the homestead

reqxiirements another serious problem confronted the farmers

who hired themselves out to work for others. Even when they

did save up enough money to get started on their own land it

was not enough to buy all of the necessary equipment. On

1 ard the size that theirs was a good deal of machinery was need­

ed for successful farming. In order to purchase the machinery

the farmers had to go into debt, and, to make matters worse,

the interest rates were very high in the state. This, the

sign of the risk that the lending company was taking when it

loaned money to men who were going to farm.

Once again in 1907 the Jewish Agricultural and In­

dustrial Aid Society came out against farming activities on

the part of Jews in the Dakotas. Their experience had taught

1. J.A.I.A.S. Report, 1907, pp. 14-15.
2. Ibid.
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thera that ’’...the same money.. .diverted to the East or to the

South where not so much is dependent on chance, would yield

more satisfactory results."

By 1908 there were over 1,000 Jews engaged in agri­

culture in North Dakota. All were settled on government

homestead land. They followed several lines of farming. The

most popular was the growing of wheat. Following wheat in im­

portance as to the number of men engaged in the particular

type of farming were flax, barley, oats, and spelts. Some of

the Javish farmers were also engaged in sheep raising and a

gew of the more prosperous in cattle raising. Some of them

had been able to buy considerable acreage of land, in some cases

as high as 640 acres---- an eiitire section. Every year they had

some difficulty to overcome. If the crops were plentiful,

then the prices were low. High prices only came when crops

throughout the entire area were small, and of course no one

but the lucky men who had raised a big crop made any money in
2.

such a situation.
From 1908 to 1910 successive crop failures almost

ruined what was left of Jewish agriculture in North Dakota.

Crop failures could be ijet by the farmers who had been estab­

lished for a fair length of time and had saved something from

previous successful harvests. It was the new farmer operating

on slender capital, whose reserve and surplus were invariably

swept away after one bad year. Then he was at the mercy of 

1.
2.

J.A.I.A.S.
J.A.I.A.S.

Report,
Report,

1907, pp. 14-15.
1908, pp. 25 ff.
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of his creditors unless some benevolent Jewish agricultural

society would come to his aid.

For the four years before the World War the farmers

of North Dakota had fair crops. In 1912 the yield was a bump­

er one. The profitable harvests of that year enabled many of

the farmers who had been in severe difficulties up to that

jrime to emerge with new hopes for the future of their agri­

cultural ambitions. That was one thing about farMng in North

Dakota which was unique. Enormous profits in wheat could be

made if the world market was strong. It was the possibility

of making these profits that led so many farmers to go into

agriculture in this state regardless of the hazards that

threatened them. It was only natural that each man should

think that he was going to prove the exception to the general

rule of failures.
By the close of the first decade of thd twentieth

century there was already a considerable degree of crop di­

versification being carried on in the area. This too helped

out many of the farmers when one crop failed or did not meet

with the proper markets, ‘i'he growing of flax began to assume

some degree of importance because of its utility in the man­

ufacture of paints. Linseed oild became necessary because of

the great amount of building that was going on in the United

States after the Repression of 1907. Throughout this entire

period the farmers in North Dakota were doing well enough to 

1. J.A.I.A.S. Report, 1910, p. 38.
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begin to pay off their debts. Although many of then owed

large amounts to the dwlsh Agricultural and Industrial Aid

Society they were given permission by the Society to pay off

their other creditors first. Despite this permission some

of the men did so well that they were able to start payments

on their debt to the Society as well as clearing up the money

which they owed to other people.

Thus we have seen how Jewish agriculture progressed

in North Dakota up to 1914. From a consideration of the gen­

eral trends in agriculture in North Dakota so far as Jews were

concerned, we shall now concern ourselves with a pictiire of

the various Jewish settlements in particular in this state.

BURLEIGH COUNTY

Probably the most important county in North Dakota

so far as the Jews were concerned was Burleigh county. Here

the Jewish settlement was more firmly founded than that in

any other section of the state. In Burleigh county the soil

was quite suitable for the growing of wheat or almost any

seed crop. The land was of demos^ntrated agricultural qual­

ity having supported farms for some time by the beginning of

Jewish settlement in the vicinity. A fairly remunerative type

of agriculture was carried on by the farmers in this county

in the gently roiling hills which were frequently interspersed

with unplantable broken and hilly country. The soil was dark

1. J.A.I.A.S. Report, 1912, p. 38.
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brown and productive,' predominantly in silt loams and sandy

loams. The only factor that was lacking in this county, or

in this area of the state of North Dakota was plentifull

rainfall. There was not a great deal of rain in this parti-

A cular district, at least not enough to make wheat raising a

V certainty. At any rate Jews settled in this county and some

of "them managed to make fair profits from their crops of wheat.

Others, of course, failed.

PAINTED 7/0OPS

The first colony of Jews in North Dakota was in Bur-

,-/ leigh county, having located there in 1882. Sources differ

> as to the men responsible for the settling of the colony.

The majority give the credit largely to Rev. J. Wechsler of

J St. Paul, assisted by the Jews of that city. There is also

mention of another man by the name of Julius Austrian, stating

that it was he who located the colony at Painted Woods, near
2.

Bismarck, in North Dakota. What probably caused the mixup

as to the founder of the colony was the identification of the

nominal leaders of the colony with the man responsible for

the raising of money which was necessary to plant the colony.

We may be certain that the founder was Wechsler as we shall

2 see later on when we review his correspondence concerning the

small colony.
In the first settlement of the colony, made by Rus-

1. U.S. Department of Agriculture, Bureau of Agricultural Econ­
omics, op. cit.

4 2. American Israelite, May 25, 1883.



-410-

sian dewish Immigrants from st. Paul, there were only twenty

two families placed on the land. Their number in actual per­

sons came to about 100. When they settled in the area the

vicinity was already beginning to fill up. The best govern-

ment land had already been taken but good railroad land was

purchased at $4.00 an adre.

The people were very much impressed by the beauty

of the country and the long stretches of land reaching almost

as far as the eye could see without being marred by a single

cabin. Their neighbors, who were all a great distance away

had told them that they had been fairly successful on the land

and the members of the Jewish colony at Painted Woods looked

ahead to the future with confidence and hope.

The colony resembled a small village, and was kept

very clean by the refugees. This was in contrast to many
of the other refugee settlements in ot|gr parts of the country

Log houses were built which were warm and comfortable, more

so than the shelter which had been provided for the people
2.

when their home had been in the city.
All of the new settlers were very enthusiastic when

they first came on the land. It looked very good to them to

see the vast stretches of land about them, and to feel the

freedom from the crowded cities end the crumped living quar­

ters. This sensation did them a great amount of good as a
mental reviver. The men ana women busily went |>» work at once

1. American Israelite- May 25, 1SB3.
2. IbidT
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to get their land in condition for planting and to prepare

their small houses. In a short time a fair amount of land

had been plowed and twenty acres of wheat was planted. As

an example of the interest and the industry of these settlers

on the land, a young girl of sixteen spaded up an entire acre

of land and planted pitatoes.

Many of the farmers planted potatoes in addition

to the wheat crop upon which they depended so greatly. Seed

had been supplied for the settlers in addition to the other

necessary provisions. Groceries and food sufficient for

four months were stored at the colony. It was expected that

no more food would have to be given to the settlers after

this first installment for the harvest was only four months

away and good profits were expected from the small amount

of crops that had been planted. Cattle, wagons, and other

farm implements and machinery were also supplied to the col­

onists when they first came on the land.
The colony contained a school district of 160 acres

such as was set aside in every township by the government to

serve as the land for the public school. Upon this land

there was to be no other building or activity as private en­

terprise. The school was to derive any possible source of

income from the land. In addition to this district each fam­

ily had 160 acres of land of its own. On each tract there

were small log houses. Some of the settlers were fortunate

1. American Israelite, May 25, 1883.
2. Ibid.
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m being able to taka out tree data—thia according to

the American Israelite, which also stated that there were

many large trees in the area which could be used for build­
ing purposes for generations to come.1’

may
As we/haVe brought out previously, tree claims

were not taken by the people for the purpose of cutting

down trees and using them for housebuilding. Trees in this

area were at a premium and were so regarded by the govern­

ment which would give a tree claim to a man if he would agree

to plant a certain number of acres of trees in the vicinity

in which he was farming. The purpose of this was of cojirse

to reforest the area and not to deforest it. Perhaps these

settlers were fortunate in loaoting near a section where

there were sufficient trees to be used for building and for

fuel pruposes. Most of the trees on the plains were small

and of no great value for building. The possibility exists,

of course, that the Ai^eric an Israelite mistook the tree claim

provision for something entirely different than for what it

was intended and so interpreted the matter in a distorted

sense. We mention this only in passing in order to justify

our statement previously that one of the chief difficulties

of the settlers who came to the plains was the expensiveness

of building materials.
The colony had some trouble keeping out undesirable

settlers. There were nany Russian refugees in St. Paul, and

when one of them would hear that there was to be a settlement

1. American Israelite, May 25, 1883.
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in a hitherto uneiplolted area he immedlately made plane

to settle there whether he had been Included in the plans of

the colonization association or not. The Jewish community of

St. Paul, and other organizations which were largely respon-

sible for the settlement in this area were hard put to keep

out people whom they classified as undesirable for the pro­

tracted settlement. They sincerely wanted to get a type of

man whom they could count on to do the necessary work of getting

the colony going and they wanted to take every precaution

against those whom they knew were unqualified for the life

in the wilderness. Thus, one of the requisites for settlement

in the area was the prospective settler’s possession of between

$600 to $800. This weeded out many of those who thought that

they would like to have a try at someone else’s expense and

kept the number of people who were accepted in the colony down

to those who were sincere in their desire to farm. Thus the

organizers of the settlement at Painted Woods weeded out of

the 600 refugees at St. Paul those vftiom they felt were most

likely to make a success of their life in this new form of wokk.

Little aid was received by the colony at the start.

The support did come through at a later date but many appeals

were necessary before it was given. Besides assistance from

the New York Emigrant Aid Society $250 was received fm> Mr. H.

Schiff, a well-known philanthropist of New York, end another

$250 from the Hebre, Union AgriculWral society of Cincinnati.

1. American Israelite, May 25, 18S3



-414-

These gifts with a tew smaller donations and the original

capital of the settlers were all that there was to start on.

The colony aid not have the necessary machinery or implements

to get a large quantity of land under cultivation immediate-

ly. Perhaps if they had been enabled to do this from the

beginning they would not have met with the difficulties which

came their way. In 1883 the American Israelite was already

emphasizing the necessity for more help to be given to the

colony. G-lorious prospects were held out for the future of

the settlement if a reasonable amount of aid was given to it.

The paper stated that with a good harvest the settlers could

raise 500 bushiis of wheat besides 5,000 bushels of potatoes,

oats, corn, cabbage, beans, peas, and other vegetables. During

the first year of the settlers’ stay on the land they were

able to cut 1,000 tons of natural hay from the school section

alone. This was without the proper machinery and even without

the help of houses. With these aids the American Israelite was

of the opinion that even a larger yield could be expected.

"A few thousand dollars is needed to make the colony a success;

four good horses, a ten good mowing machines, end a lot of

.wan Stock for which there Is good feed would help the colony

allng immensely. Sheep would do very well. A few thousand
dollars would more than double itself In a single year." '

The settlers were said to be willing to get along

on very little and not to mind having only the most scanty of

food to eat so happy were they to he able to be on land of

1. American Israelite, May 25, 1883.



-415-

1.
their own.

nf from the Dakota colonyas STtS ^cuJturists is quite encouraging
t^e ultimate success of the colony and

the health and satisfaction of the colonists.
The correspondent hits upon an idea which will
bear repetition. He says the Russian Jew first
and foremost needs physical resto'artion which
he can find on the American prairies and for­
ests. The atmosphere, the exercise, the food,
the feeling of security and liberty to be found
there will restore and invigorate the immigrants. "2.

In October, 1883, the foUowlng report

cerning the progress of the colony which hah been planted

Painted Woods:

con­

st

In other words the colonies were looked iqaon as the

places in which the jaded strength of the refugees was to be re­

stored. In some cases, however, the hard work and the serious

lack of the necessities of life did not help the colonists along

in their search for new health.

By 1883, the second year on the land, the increase

in the number of settlers was regretted by Rev. Wechsler. He

felt that the element of selection should have been kept in

choosing the colonists instead of simply pemitting a more or

less hit or miss method of selection of needy people from all

over the united States. Referring to th*  new settlers who

cane to the colony, Increasing the number of tallies to about 

fifty-four, he said:

”....Simply
dollars entrance
believing that a

taking a homestead for a few
fees they claim all assistance
large sum of money is at our

1. American Israelitj, May 25^ s^lSSS.
2. American Israelite, uc^ouex ,
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equal shares..shdJid ? they wil1 receive
the mere possession Jf understood that
nothing and those ?!tead amounts to
that bread grows "on ^wSi11,?? Jeluelon
sadly mistaken, Fine hundS1/^ themselves

~ -4

tote sltiSel whT^ws^oTtote^So™

there hnve no ^owledge of farmigg
which increases the difficulty. I found some
there who were doing well elsewhere as tailors
shoemakers, etc., but in their follw came to ’ z
the colony which is the last place 'they should-"'
have selected. It should be understood that
this colony is not the place of refuge for these
Russians who are of noeccount for themselves or
others. I wish for the good of the cause that
we had a place where all these unworthy indivi­
duals would have to locate for the benefit of the
others. Taking all these things into consider­
ation our experience with these Russian refugees
is anything but pleasant. I have met with disa­
ppointment on every side. It is needless to state
how they have had and still have endless quarrels
among themselves, for these facts are known to '
all who came into actual intercourse with these
people during the last two years. Originally we
settled forty persons, consisting of ninefper-
sons(sic) )families. At that time a very small sum
was at our command to assist these settlers. They
needed shelter for themselves and their families,
we could not procure for all the necessary imple­
ments for tilling the land. We were, therefore,
very fortunate to buy for a small sum of money
from a Frenchman his houses, such as they were,
and improvements he had made on a school section,
which could not be pre-empted for homesteads but
which was to serve as a temporary abode for the
settlers until they could go on their own claims.
According to the homestead laws every settler^
baaslx nontea tine to live upon his olein. Now what

^n^UT'ot Si hlv^:?tarttei?ften-
the colony wa sChool section within the pre-porary »bode---t^ school lawsuits other
scripted i^^’^heir claims, yet they were de­
parties contested th r having been proved
cided. in favor *£®J^ Ces ’prevented the par-

?“n°oonpiyiS with the law. This wa, not all
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These houses mads ™ >-.■<-
by the new settlers who ar^n alwfys 0CCUPied again
to the colony. At th7n^ 4 0 welcome acquisition
Illes still occupy the JSoo^eJt1?6 a n“ber of
instructions, as I al?eZdJ ?J te?tlon contrary to my
promise to vacate thisX “ ?y every *erso*
claims. They have 5 £ to settle on their
themeelves qSite obno^o^ b^thei^dV^”1*' 1®
quarreling Kvo-nmn u v y their bad behaviour and

1 theiefore my candid opinion that sepa-
cess ISe??iCSS?hy the colony shall be a full suc-

tilem to account again at my recent vi-
,®tat®d to them in the most emphatic terms that

they will not receive the least favor from me if they
wiil not leave this schools ection. When spring approa­
ches I propse to take the most severe measures possible
to remove them from the houses. As they all have good
claims they can cultivate their own land and if unable
to do so they must leave this section altogether. Some
of these individuals are an actual obstacle for the
better ones, and some will never succeed in agricultur­
al pursuits. Every hew settler who comes without suf­
ficient funds adds to the many difficulties which are
already in the way. The season has been for the new
settlers by no means a prosperous one. The drouth in
that locality has impaired the growth of all kinds of
crops and vegetables. The yield of potatoes has not
been more than one-sixth of what it was last year.
Quite a large number of acres were planted with that
product. This has been most seriously felt, for if the
yield of potatoes had been as productive as last year,
these settlers would have raised enough for their use
for a whole year, and would have been able to realize
a nice little sum from the sale of the surplus to buy
all the necessaries of life. Only a small number of
acres of wheat had been cultivated which did as well as
could be expected; but oats, corn, cabbage, etc.,
yielded little. To this must be added another greater
misfortune which befell the settlers. A prairie fire
spread over the claims of some of the settlers destroy­
ing a great many tons of hay and doing, otherwise great

® g<n destroying some of the shanties in which theycSnsSi^thing tejaing, in fact everything
these poor people possessed.

This letter illustrates more graphically than anything

we could say how difficult it was to establish a successful ag-

1. American Israelite, November 16, 1883.
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ricultural settlement. Despite the hard work that was lavished

by the promoters of the scheme the settlement at Painted Woods

did not prosper. Large sums of money were poured into the col­

ony by many organizations. The Baron de Hirsch Fund gave $2,000;

Committee of Berlin,$3,700; Mansion House Committee of London,

$6,000; Alliance of Paris, $1,000; Special Committee of Paris ;
1.

$1,000.

Despite all this aid the colony was still in constant

need of money and after the prairie fire that was so damaging

to the settlement another $5,000 was needed.

In 1884, the year of the fire, Rev. Wechsler had to

supply the colonists with implements, cattle, and seed, to re­

place all that which had been destroyed. Unfortunately it was

too late in the saeson for full advantage to be taken of the

supplies.
In 1885 the colonists of Painted Woods bought, on

their own account all the cattle that they felt they needed.

Because they did not have the money to buy the stock outright

it had to be held subject to mortgages. During 1885 the set­

tlers really went to work energetically for the first time

since the earliest days on the land. They plowed and cultivated

1,400 acres of land. Prospects seemed very premising and the

settlers*  hopes were raised high. But the year brought drought

and their high hopes were shattered. Before the prairie fire

and the drought which we have just mentioned, the population

1. Allgemeine Zeitung des Judentums, Vol. 48, p. 272.

3*  American Hebrew, November 5, 1886, Vol. 18, No. 13.
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of the settlement had reached a figure of 232 colonists.

This number was composed of 71 men, 52 women, and 90 child­

ren. But the succeeding misfortunes soon decimated the colony
and by the spring of 1886 there were only forty people left.1*

In 1886 mortgages were due on the settlement. The

assets of the settlers amounted to 1,400 acres of cleared

land, 53 horses, 56'|oxen, 86 calves. All this besides a house,

well, and barn for each member of the colony. Their debts

amounted to $5,475, half of which was due on the mortgages on
2.

the cattle which they had purchased.

The Jewish community of St, Paul came to their aid

and they were set up for the following year. By that time

over $20,000 had been spent on the colony. The end finally

came in the summer of 1886 when the drought in the section

/ caused the crops to fail again. This entailed much suffering

on the part of the colonists and brought to them the knowledge

that they would not be able to stay on the land in that dis­

trict. Lack of rainfall, natural disasters, little capital,

and the general unfitness of the members of the colony for

agricu^lural pursuits caused the failure of the Painted Woods

colony.

RAMSEY COUNTY

DEVIL1S LAKE.

Some of the settlers went farther north and settled

1.’ American Hebrew, November 5, 1886.
2. Ibid.
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b'f the settlement had reached a figure of 232 cdlonists.

This number was composed of 71 men, 52 women, and 90 child­

ren. \But the succeeding misfortunes soon decimated the

colony and by the spring of 1886 there were only forty peo­

ple left in the settlement.

In 1886 mortgages were due on the land holdings

and on other belongings. The assets of the settlers amount­

ed to 1,400 acres of cleared land, 53 horses, 56 oxen, and

86 calves. All this besides a house, well, and barn for each

member of the colony. Their debts amounted to $5,475, half

of which was due on the mortgages on the cattle which they

had purchased.

The Jewish community of St. Paul came to their aid

and they were set up for the coming year. By that time over

$20,000 had been spent on the colony. The end finally came

in the summer of 1886 when the drought in the section caused

the crops to fail again. This entailed much suffering on the

part of the colonists and bo might to them the knowledge that

they would not be able to stay on the land in that district.

Lack of rainfall, natural disaters, little capital, and the

general unfitness of the members of the colony for agricul­

tural pursuits caused the failure of the Painted Woods settle.

ment. \
Sone of the settlers went farther north W-settlea

at Devil's Lake In Kemsey county which settlement we shall

1. American Hebrew, November 5, 1686.
2. Ibid.
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deal with shortly. Concerning those who were able to remain

on their land, there are available some fairly revealing re­

ports. In 1901 there were three farmers in the area of Paint­

ed Woods who were remnants of the old colony there or who had

come to the region since the departure of some of the older

colonists to join their friends who were just able to eke out

a living. Louis Brown, Victor Barskey, and Hyman Brody, were

all farming near Painted Woods in 1901. Their main crop was

flax from which they threshed the seed which was becoming an

important crop in the vicinity. Each one of these men had

threshed over 250 bs^hels of flax seed that year and they were

all very enthisiastic over their good fortune. In addition

to their acreage in flax they also had cattle, and Barskey had

planted several acres of potatoes from which he derived a nice

profit. The flax and the cattle raising went well together

for the cattle could be fed on the hulls of the flax seed af­

ter the oil had been extracted from the seed. This made a

very nourishing and fattening feed for the cattle, Besides

being very cheap.
In 1903 on September 12, a killing frost swept

through most of Minnesota an! through parts of North Dakota.

The frost hit sone of the Jewish fanners' land badly In Bur­

leigh county, sone of the farmers harvesting^# as little

as two bushels of wheat or flax an acre. Despite the frost,

however, the farmers nanaged to pull through with enough to

1. J.A.A.S. Report, 1901, PP. 12-14.
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keep them going for the year end did not have to leave their

farms,

By 1906 there were 42 homesteads in Bureligh county.
The settlers, at the time, had a total of 6,700 acres of land

under cultivation half of which was brought into a cleared

state after the turn of the century. The value of the lands

on which the Jewish farmers had settled was valued in 1906 at

about $75,000. In addition to the farms and equipment the

farmers owned 400 head of homed cattle, 115 head of horses

and colts, and more than 2,000 fowls. The livestock was worth

not less than $18,000 in 1906. In addition to this investment

there was at least $16,000 in implements while $1,000 had

been expended for wells, some of which had been very difficult

to dig. Thus, in round figures, about $110,000 was spent up

to 1907. Of this amount the Jewish Agriculturists’ Aid So-
2.

ciety of Chicago invested nearly $23,000.

By 1908 the acreage of Jewish farmers in Bureligh

and McLean counties, considered as a unit had increased to

35,000. On this land there were settled some 200 homesteaders

whose personal property was valued at over $500,000. The

continuance of the work of the Jewish Agriculturists’ Aid So­

ciety in this area was urged, at this time, by Dr. Sigis-

mond Sonnentleld, Director General ot the Jewish colonization

Association of Paris, France.

1.
2.
3.

J.A.A.S.
J.A.A.S.
J.A.A.S.

Report, 1903, p.
Report, 1906, p.
Report, 1908, pp

15.
32.

. 17-18.
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Settlements continued to go along in Burleigh county.

While in general the farmers were not overly-prospero us in the

days of the period immediately before the World War some of

them lived quite well. The planting of flax increased and the

more prosperous farmers who had money to invest purchased herds

of horned cattle and sheep for whom there was adequate pastur­

age. The indebtedness to the Jewish Agriculturists’ Aid So­

ciety was also slowly being decresed in the latter part of the

first decade of the twentieth century by those men who were

doing well on the land. However, by the time of the War many

of the Jewish farmers in the area had sold their farms...

Some of the farmers who were well-to-do and who seemed to be

making a good living on the land did not care to stay. One of

the main reasons for this desire to leave was: the fact that

their children did not wish to live on the farm affcer they

had grown up. They wanted to go to the larger cities where

they could find more lucrative work. Also, since the Jews

were scattered there was little, if any, opportunity for any

Jewish community life. This was true particularly since they

were not accepted into the Gent He grpups but made to feil

that they were outsiders and did not rightfully belong with

their contemporaries

RAMSEY COUNTY

DEVIL’S LAKE
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As we have brought out, some of the colonists who

were forced to leave their homesteads at Painted Woods in

Burleigh county, North Dakota, located soon after their fail­

ure in the district at Devil’s Lake, in Ramsey county. Here

they formed what became known as the Iola settlement, after

the short period that it was called Devil's Lake. This area

was slightly more favorable for their agricultural efforts

than was the initial region of their settlement. The soil

was undulating, dark, and productive. It was well-drained,

having mainly sill loams and loams. The climate in the region

was colder than it was at Painted Woods. Otherwise the soil

characteristics and the general geographical features of the
1.

land in the two places were identical.

The colony at Devil’s Lake met with varied success

and failure throughout its existence. It was started in 1887

by the men who, although they had failed in their attempt to

become farmers at Painted Woods, still had the desire to go

into agriculture as a profession. Their first few years at

Devil's Lake were fraught with the same troubles that they had

met at the other colony. In general, however, it may be safely

stated that the settlers were more successful in their farming
2.

attempts at Devil’s Lake than they had been at Painted Wood.

One of the most important needs of the Jewish set­

tlers was that of tools and farm implements. They never seemed

to have enough money to purchase the necessary farm machinery 

1. U.S. Department of Agriculture, Bureaji of Agricultural Econ­
omics, op. cit.
2. J.A.I.A.S. Report, 1903, pp. 10-13.
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after they had taken care of the rest of the expenses of the

farm. They needed threshing machines and other implements

having to do with the harnesting of their crops particularly.

This was true because of the necessity for a quick harvest

while conditions were favorable for it. Wheat, when it be-

ccm.es ripe, is extremely perishable, as long as it is left

standing. A heavy rain will knock down the heavy stalks

and put them on the ground where they will rot and ruin a

good harvest. Hand harvesting of wheat over a large territory

was therefore, screcely possible. The only wat/ in which wheat

could be effectively harvested with a minimum of waste was

by the large horse-drawn combine which harvested and threshed

the wheat in one operation.

Therefore in 1900, we find that the Jevish Agricul­
that

turists*  Aid Society began to actively urge/the settlers in

Devil’s Lake have a threshing machine purchased for them be-

causeof the losses that they had suffered in not being able to

get their grain in when it was ready. Frequently when ma­

chines were available they were used by other farmers first.

The non-Jewish fanners in the area were glad to rent their ma­

chines to the Jews----after their own crops were in. The So­

ciety made the following statement:

"There is no threshing machine in the im­
mediate vicinity and if one is placed at their
disposition, and also for the use of neighboring
farms the money will come back within six or
eight’years. This year, 1900, they have threshed

1. J.A.I.a.S. Report, 1900, p. 10.
2. Ibid.
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the thresh-

Devil's

farmers
in the area shows how the men appreciated, and were able to
use the new machine:

"We had a very good crop this year, and
all of the Jewish fame rs were greatly bene-
fitted by the threshing machine which the Jew­
ish Agricultural and Industrial Aid Society of
New York placed here. All of the farmers
threshed in good season. This is the first ■
time that the crop of the Jewish farmers has
bean threshedgtoefore November since they have
been here,”

But despite the aid of the Jewish Agricultural and

Industrial Aid Society the farmers in the Devil's Lake area

soon were asking for another service. This was to lift the

mortgages which they had. been obliged to taejk upon themselves

in order to start their farms. As we have shown before, ex­

orbitant interest rates often kept the farmers enslaved for

years paying off debts which had been made on items which

were highly over-priced to begin with. One of the main rea­

sons for the great numbers of failures in North Dakota was

the expense involved in getting a farm due to the very h^igh

prices which were charged for almost anything that the farmers

needed to use in their work. The excuse given by the dealers 

?^r+h’°00 £ushels of grain and have paid $200
That awunt> Plus the ioney

fr°m ?ariaers in the vicinity, will pay
besides allowing grain to be

threshed m the right season."i*

The Society’s plea took effect, for by 1901
ing machine had been purchased for the farmers around

Lake. The statement of Phillip Greenberg, one of the 

1. J.A.A.S. Report, 1900, p. 10.
2. J.A.A.S. Report, 1901, p. 14. 
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for the high prices was that the demand warranted extra pro­

fits on their part, and that the high railroad freight rates

from Chicago and other points to the west made the prices of

farm tools more expensive when compared to prices charged in
the east.

In 1904 the Jewish Agricultural and Industrial

Aid Society came to the aid of the farmers around Devil’s

Lake and in other parts of North Dakota and gave them the ne­

cessary funds to continaetheir farming. It was fortunate that

this was done. The harvest of 1904 turned out to be one of

the best that the faimers had ever taken from the land and

they were able to pay off their indebtedness besides realiz­

ing a fair profit for themselves. During the summer of 1904

seventeen farmers threshed in all 47,312 bushels of wheat,
1.

flax, oats, and barley.

] After 1904 it seems that the prosperity of the col­

ony at Devil’s Lake progressed, and from that date on the farm

ers enjoyed comparative good fortune. Their crops were bet­

ter, for the country had entered into a wet period. There was

also a better market for all that they grew. But strangely

enough, the farmers, just as soon as they became successful

in this area sold their lands and went into business with the
’ 2.-7

money they had made. __ I

1. J.A.I.A.S. Report, 1904, pp. 12-13.
2. Ibid.
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MCKENZIE COUNTY

STROUD,

In McKenzie county, North Dakota, Stroud settlement

is°latfed Jewish farmers started at about 1905 or 1906. The

farms were located in the general vicinity of Stroud in this

county. The land in this area was mainly aris, rough, non­

forested land. The land was,of course,unfitted for any kind

of agricultural work. There were, however, some occasional

bodies of land which were able to be irrigated or which could

be used as dry fanning areas. The land was usually hilly and

broken with occasional smooth lands. At first glance the

district would appear to be anything bjitifavorable for any type

of agriculture. ’

Nevertheless, in this unprepossessing territory

there were farmers who managed to obtain some of the land

that was adaptable to agricultural settlement and to make their

homesteads on this land. The Jewish faimers in this area were

probably the most progressive of all the Jews who engaged in

agriculture in the west. They had to be progressive in this

district in order to make a living from the land to any ex­

tent at all. No matter what conditions they came into it

sewed as though they always had a crop. This was accomplished

by their practice of early fall plowing and summer fallowing.

By plowing the land in the fall they were able to turn up

1. U.S. Department of Agriculture, Bureau of Agricultural Econ­
omics, op. cit.
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more surface to the moi=;+ —p 4-v -•moist air of the winter and to allow the
land to become more thoroughly impregnated with moisture than

if they had merely let the land lie normally all winter through

Because of the difficult conditions of the land the grains

grown on it were always slightly below size and weight. But

they did not meet with any r&sts and were also free from other

diseases which cut down the profits of men who farmed in more

favorable area of North Dakota. In addition <bo these factors

the grain raised by the few Jewish farmers in this area was
1.

almost free from wild oats and chaff.

The Jewish farmers around Stroud started with very

little capital and met with the same difficulties at first

that contributed to the failure of the other colonists in the

state. But because these men had settled later, and because

they were more ezperienced than those who had come earlier they

were successful! in their attempt at farming in a relatively

short time. One man or two might leave the vicinity but the

few farmers located in the district around Stroud stick to

their original purpose and remained in agriculture although

they saw people all about them leaving the field. -One man who

took up his farm in 1906 was worth $10,000 in 1916. Another

who started at the same time owned 800 acres of land, a fine

herd of cattle, and was worth $15,000 by 1916. These men had

both started originally on free homestead land, had fulfilled

their contracts, and with little or no help from the outside 

1. J.A.I.A.S. Report, 1916, pl 10. 
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had made their way in agriculture.1’

McIntosh county
SULZBERGER

McIntosh county was the scene of Jewish settlement

in 1904. This county was a good selection for agricultural

activities on the part of Jews. By the time that they had

come the land had been proved to be of good quality for agri­

culture. A-great part of it was in farms by the time they

came in. The farms that were located there in 1904 were all

supporting a relatively remunerative agriculture. The land

was gently rolling interspersed with hilly to broken lands.
The soil was composed of loams and silt and sajbhy loams and

was dark and productive. The rainfall was pretty fair con­

sidering the area in comparison to other sections of the
2.

state.
1911 was probably the most disastrous year for the

Jewish farmers in North Dakota. Up to that time the colony

in Macintosh county, which was known as the Sulzberger colony,

had been getting along well. Its struggles had not been so

difficult as those of the other Jewish settlements which had

been establsihed in the state. The 1911 setback was doubly

harmful^ because it followed so closely on the heels of the

serious crop failure of 1910. In. some of the sections of the

2*  U.’s'^tpartHf^f Agriculture^ Bureau of Agricultural Econ­

omics, op. cit.
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32-33.

state the drought was so severe that farmers did not make e-

nough from their crops to compensate them for the cost of

the seed which they had so hopefully sown. The result of the

drought ot that year was to compel the farmers, many of then,

to abandon their farms temporarily and return to the city

until they could return to replant and recoup their losses.

The next year, as we have seen, was favorable, and from then.

on through the War years all went along nicely with the set­

tlements and the settlers.

The Sulzberger colony was visited during 1911 by

two representatives of the Jewish Agricultuoal and Industrial

Aid Society. These men were Messrs. Davidson and Blaustein.

They travelled throughout the devastated districts in all

parts of the state and they made a specific report dealing

with McIntosh county which follows:

"This year’s crop was almost a total fail­
ure*  few if any, farmers will have any grain
to sell. ’All that they will realize is enough
for seed and feed. However, in spite of the
crop conditions our settlers have, held their
own in the past year, having contracted few
debts and their indebtedness having grown only
through accumulation of interest. This is of
course mainly due to the assistance granted them
last fall.

"The drought was almost general though there
thet were favored with ram, the pe-

ZSi'aT? being that tbe^aln^ell^^streaks.
On our fou^trips thro g3iaes of

«• inwhich « «re was entirely ary. Un-the spot in whi we f the settlers are in
thl urrttory wnlS ^e ?aln Old nog reach. Where
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whiled th^otoL'*™?, ” W111 Eet a eooa ™P

WlU ha’e
The effects of the drought wore off rapidly and the

colonies soon became restored to their former position of

gradual growth. However, many farmers were frightened out

of agriculture by the drought risk. They did not feel se­

cure and could see no reason for jeopardizing theirs and their

family's future merely for the sake of an ideal. The point

should be made very clearly that had these farmers used dry 

farming methods and planted dry farming crops, they would 

not have suffered such serious losses.

The settlers of Shroud, which started out as a col­

ony of 60 famili as who had been placed in the area through
2.

the efforts of the Industrial Removal Office of New York

had made progress up to the time of the bad drought, but their

setback then was serious for many of them. They did, however,

make a comeback, and regained a goodpart of their former po-
3.

sit ion before the World War.

BOWMAN COUNTY

The last settlement with which we shall concern our-

selves in Horth Dakota was located In Bowman county. Located

in the southwestern part of the state it was not started until

1908. The selection of land' for the colony here was carefully

it kt^tglhSw^fisJgf the ^Agricultural 
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node and the choice bore fruit. The soil was fertile and

more capable of supporting a remunerative agriculture than

many other sections of the state. The contour of the land

was gently rolling while the actual composition of the soil

was loams which were either silty or sandy. In general the

soil was being used by the colonists to Its best advantage

although for the amount of rainfall in the area a wider use

of dry farming methods would have met with greater success

than did the normal type of agriculture which they carried

on. Fifty families comprised the initial settlement in the
1.

state which was the largest extant in 1914.

SCATTERED SETTLEMENTS

Among the other scattered settlement of Jewish farm­

ers in this state were: Dogden, in McLean county; Leipzig,

in Morton county; and Velva, in Ward county. In addition

to these settlements, however small, there were Jewish farmers

farmers scattered throughout the state in Ramsey^Cavalier,

Towner, McHenry,Ward, McLean, and Logan counties. These in­

cluded other Jews besides the Russian refugees who took ad­

vantage of the offer of free government land and settled upon

it.

1. American2gi|h’the^tatement'i^’the American Jew­
s’ We should take notice o established twenty miles
ish yearbook of a tv ^<1 twenty seven miles northsoutJ of WFitonin McLean county,T“%™°n/acoordlng to the
of Bismarck m Burleigh coun y Minneapolis, St,Paul, and
Yearbook article was “ were not able to locate any
Sault Sainte Marie KailroaJ- we found a serious dis-
such colony writer of the article in the
crepancy m the figures oj.
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was certainly not a yery fertUe Meu
for We Jews, attempts to engage in agriculture. Their worh

was of no Permanence in the state nor was their contribution

to agriculture significant. When the, did become successful

too often they sold out and left their farms for the city rather

than continuing in ths work for which they had no particular
liking.

We have already indicated some of the reasons for

the failure of Jewish colonies in North Dakota. To clarify

our views we wish to review these reasons briefly now before

leaving the history of Jewish activities in agricultdrein

this state.

While the land in North Dakota was practically free

and existed in great abundance for almost anyone who wished

to take it, everything connected with its tillage was very

expensive. In addition to the expense necessitated by long

hauls by railroads of all supplies coming into the state,

besides the large amount of machinery required to run a large

farm successfully, the chances for success were not in favor

of the farmer. There were too many times that a man thought

he was secure only to find out at the end of a drought season

that he had lost whatever he had been able to put aside m 

^erican J^ish I-^rt/of^^

The facte in the case are that Brsmarck^^ly^^
five miles away from hi cities Impossible. In ad-
fication by distance betwee the and fact that no
dition to the discrepancy Existence of such a colony we are
other source mentions ™®thenticity of the Yearbook’s state-
*:ntera"£ confusion existed in the author's mind 
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previous years and must start from the beginning 0#ee again

It was not possible to recoup losses in this state through

replanting because the growing season was a short one and

frosts came early and stayed late. '

To get into active agriculture the new farmer was

forced to go into debt almost as soon as he came on the land.

The local storekeepers, who were the creditors for many col­

onies of Christians and Jews were forced to bear the tisk of

these debts. It was only natural that the storekeepers should

charge high rates ofl interest, 12$ being the legal rate. Once

the farmer fell into debt it was very difficult for him to 

extricate himself. He usually was able to emerge only for

a short time before having to purchase new supplies and seeds

to start offthe farming season once more. The Jewish Agri­

cultural and Industrial Aid Society offered the following

formula for success in the North Dakota settlements:

" The real chance for success in that
region’is reserved to young men, unencumbered
with laree families, willing to work forsey?r“ yea?l for wages, while spending on their
own homesteads only that
auired to bring them gradually into full Dear
ins Thus truck-farming and dairying in more

cations
Experience has shewn that the suggestion of the So-

, Th • + /A woods colony which we have already dealt
between the Painte which may or may not have been
with, and some ?* her to make our description of
Jewish. We mention this ^^ota complete since we do not
Jewish agriculture in N°^ any account of any Jewish colony
wish to appear as neglecmuits
in that state. 10-13.
1. J.A.I.A.S. Report, ivuo, ph*
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ciety would not have done any more good than the type of

farming that was already being carried on. In North Dakota

today, grain farming is the main type of agriculture. Ex­

cursions into dairying and truck gardening have not met with

success because of the diatnce from markets, and the unfitness

of the soil and climate. North Dakota is a state suitable

for large holdings of lands and for large investments. The

small farmers could never hope for success in this state where

chances must be taken, and gambles made in order to insure

any profit from investments at all.

SOUTH DAKOTA

South Dakota presents problems similar to those of

tier sister state to the north. The period of expansion and

growth in this state, as in North Dakota, was from 1857 to

1910 when the last of the homestead lands was open to settle­

ment. Today, one-half of the soil of South Dakota is still

in virgin state. It would seem that this state offers reason­
able pessibilities for the farmer today, but when we consider

that the western half of the state is untillable except with

the aid of irrigation, we understand why progress in South

Dakota has been so slow. In the western portions only crops

that mature quickly and require little moisture can be grown,

especially forgge crops.
The same impediments to agricultural development 

* Federal Writers*  ProJect, W.P.A.,
1. A South Dakota Guide1938., pp. 49-58.
StatVTublishing Co., Pierre, o. ,



-436-

that occurred in North Dakota kept farmers from settling in

this state rapidly. The Civil War, dangers from Indians, and

the combinations^ grasshoppers and drought kept many prospect

ive farmers from making their homes in this state. When the

hailroads began to come into the state, however, settlement
1.

began to speed up.

Near the eastern border of the state the fa rmland

is similar to that of Minnesota where dairy farming and gen­

erally diversified farming is carried on. In this section

the yield per acre is considerable, more than that in the

area further west, and conseuqntly the fauns are smaller and

the land more expensive. Going westward the farms are large,

with farm houses farther apart and much land set aside for

grazing purposes. In the bottom land of the Missouri River

the land is productive and suitable for the growing of al­

falfa and other forage crops. Heavy growth of timber and

brush on the sides of the rive indicate the general fertility

of the soil throughout the entire state. If irrigation could

be carried on to a larger degree South Dakota would be_come
2.

a garden.
After the Missouri River there is an abrupt /shange

inthe land as we consider the land farther west. For miles

mo houses are visible, the country is as it has been for many

years, and all of the land is used for stock grazing. The 

1. South Dakota, W.F.A., O£. cit., pp. 49 -58, Federal Writers’
project.
2. Ibid.
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cattle depend, on the native grasses instead of forage that

has been grown from tilled crops. At one time this land was

plowed up and grain was planted. This was done when the price

of wheat was high and when all available land was being turn­

ed to its culture. It soon became apparent that this land

could not support a paying agriculture and that its best use

was that of grazing land for cattle. Most of the homesteaders

who came into South Dakota were forced to sell out to men

with large amounts of capital who were buying up huge acreage

to be used as grazing ranges. If the homesteaders would not
sell out the'/frequently had to abandon their small holdings

anyway and leave the district because of the terrible hardships
suffered in it. The prairie is stilP the cattleman’s para­

dise today, with the difference being that he rents or buys

land instead of taking whatever he wishes to take.

There is better land in South Dakota on the table­

land to the west, and many farms are well improved in this

area today although it took a long time to bring them into

their present state of cultivation. The yield in the area

is smaller than in the east. Near the Black Hills there is

an irrigated section which is an oasis for the growers of

sugar beets, stock feed, and alfalfa. Here are thousands of

acres pointed with these crops. In the valleys of the Black

Hills garden crops are grown for market also. The major

crops of North Dakota are corn, wheat, oats, barley, and rye.

Flax and alfalfa are also grown. Dairying and stock raising 

1. South Dakota W.P.A. Federal Writers’ Project, 0£. cit., pp
49-58.
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are carried on to sone degree in the east, while in the

range sections of the state all that can be done is to raise
cattle on the open, or fenced in ranges.1’

South Dakota was a land which would yield a profit­

able agriculture only to the most experienced of farmers. Be­

sides a good knowledge of the country a large starting cap­

ital was prerequisite to success. Here on the Great Plains
large scale enterprises were the only ones which had a chance

to survive.

The general history of the Jews in South Dakota

follows closely the experiences of the flews in North Dakota.

Coming into the state in the eighties and nineties they met

with numerous hardships and farm abandonements were the

common thing. Some Jewish farmers stayed on but these were

the exceptions. Even in the present century many prospective

farmers have been driven from the state because of the rigor­

ous conditions and the small profis't available from the land.
V,

DAVISON COUNTY

Davison county, South Dakota, was the scene of the

major attests of the Jewish farmers to establish and agri­

cultural existence in the state. This, county was one of the

better farming areas. The soils were productive, the climate

was fairly warm, and the rainfall in^the area was better than

in many other sections of the state.

, o +T, WPAf Federal Writers’ Proj., o£. clt., pp.49-58.
2*  U?s!%eap?tiitn of Agriculture, Bureau of Agricultural Econ­
omics, op» cit.' \

1
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One of the oldest settlements of Jews in the state

was located at Cremieux in Davison county. The colony was

named for Adolphe Cremieux who was si^posed to have been one
of the founders of the Alliance Israelite Universelie.* 1’

The colony of Cremieux was founded through the ef­

forts of Herman Rosenthal who was a well-to-do farm enthu­

siast in the eighties. Originally he was one of the Russian

refugees who had fhed from the pogroms, settled in the Sicily

Island colony in Cathoula Parish, La., and stayed there until

it failed. He must have had some money when he went into

the venture for he came out of it with sufficient funds to 

go north to South Dakota and start all over again. He in­

duced another member of the same colony to go with him. They
settled in4adison county in 1882. After they had been set­

tled on the land for a while Rosenthal interested Michael

Heilprin in the venture, Heilprin, as we have already seen,

was one of the foremost figures in the encouragement of the

"back to the soil" movement, among the Jews in the late nine­

teenth century. It was not very difficult for him to become

interested in almost any communal venture and to give it his
l.a.

whole-hearted support.

ffenerallvVeferred to as "the" founder evi-1. Although he 1 3 SUch'was not the case. He was certain-
dence is apparent ^t^c^rs of the organization for
ly not one oi the the appeal that was made to thehis name does not appear to fQrm society< He was
French government for th ln connection with the or-
n°t mentioned in anyW * president in 1863. See—-
ganization until he bee i863, pp> 467 ff.
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Bosenthal is supposed to have built hlm.lf a fine

house on Ms land which consisted or 1,000 acres. In addition

to the house, which was supposed to have had eight roots, there

were also said to have been fine farm buildings on his pro­

perty including a well-built barn, and carefully constructed

out-buildings for various purposes. Near him there was another

Jewish farmer who was reputed to be the owner of a five hun-

dred acre farm. But the other members of the colony were far

from being rich. In the best period of the colony there were

only twenty families settled on the land. They totalled

about 90 persons and owned 5,000 acres of land. Only a small

part of the land which they owned was under cultivation. This

was because of their lack of stock and the necessary farm im­

plements. The whole colony was never very prosperous but

they stayed on the land sufferigg the hardships that came

their way. Their sufferings were due to the heavy rates of

interest which they had to pay on the money they borrowed to

get a crop started.. Their attempts to farm were jjet with

attacks of Hessian flies on their small produce along with

the periodic drought. A significant factor in the establish­

ment of this colony was the financial independence of the

colonists when they erne to Davison county. During their

first year on the land they managed to harvest mall but pay­

ing crops of wheat, barley, oats, rye and flax. During their

second year on the land their crops were destroyed by the

Hessian fly, while their cattle were killed by the drought.

In their third year all of their standing crops were destroyed 
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by hail. Naturally they could not stand such hardships in­

definitely and were driven from the colony in 1885 after

having lost what small amounts of money they had started out
with.

BETHLEHEM YEHUDA

In addition to the colony which had been established

at Cremieux andther settlement was made in Davison county

which was known as Bethlehem Yehuda. This colony was also es­

tablished in 1882 with the assistance of the Alliance Israel­

ite Universelie. It was located close to Cremieux but it was

organized on an entirely different plan. It was composed

solely of unmarried young men who were to work the land and

live on a communistic basis. Unfortunately they met with the

same difficulties which caused the failure of the settlenent

at Cremieux. Bethlehem Yehuda lasted only a year and a half

with the help of outside support which they received in an ef­

fort to keep them going for a while longer. In addition to

the trouble that the farmers had with their crops they could

not get along together. The continual strife and disagreement

over matters of planting and cultivation of crops, as well

as the sharing of work about the settlement was too much for

the men and they left their holdings after a year and a half.

1. Levine, o£. cit., p. 60; see
5673, p. 60. . T
2. Jewish Encyclopedia, Vol. x.,

also American Jewish Yearbook,

p. 258.
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ADLER AND MENDELSOHN

Two other colonies, Adler and Mendelsohn, were also
founded in 1882 in Davison county.

"During the short period of their exis­
tence, however, at least one tragedy occurred
which may offer a vivid conception of the suf­
ferings that the colonists endured. In Decem­
ber, 1882, a man named Selinger, while moving
his wife and child to a more comfortable home
discovered when he reached his destination that
they had been frozen to death."1. 2

The hardships of the colonists and the general nn-

suitability of the land for pioneer settlements which were

not backed with a good sum of money and settled by experienced
2.

farmers forced them to abandon their holdings within a year.

SIOUX FALLS

Al least one Jew became a successful farmer in South

Dakota. This man was a Mr. Kuh, whose farm was located near

Sioux Falls in the present county of Minnehaha. At the time

thathe settled there the district had not yet been incorpor­

ated. In 1883 Kuh owned a 160 acre farm homestead. His chief

occupation was the growing of broom corn and the manufacture

of brooms. In 1883 he was the owner of fiour horses and all

the equipment necessary to farm his land properly. Kuh was

fortunate in being able to locate in the eastern part of the

state where the rainfall was sufficient to give his crops all

the moisture that they needed. Kuh's fan-. had been taken up 

1. Levine, op. cit., P« 61 •
2. Ibid.
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in the late sixties and he was probably one of the earliest

if not the earliest Jewish farmer in the state. One of his

letters to the American Israelite follows:

"The regular outdoor exercise gives us plenty
of good appetite and sound sleep, and in consequence
strength, good health, remunerative employment, con­
tent, and freedom from doctor’s bills, and what is
more we are speared the many slurs and insults from
ill-conditioned eustomers and business rivals which
the Jewish merchant is so often forced to swallow.
I advocated the establishment of an Agricultural Col­
lege in your columns as far back as 1868, and offer­
ed at that time to be one of 100 to give $100 each
for that purpose, and also made an offer of land on
which to place the college. As however, the plan
came to nothing, I determined to organize a Jewish
Agricultural colony so far as lay in my power by
turning my two sons from a commercial life to that of
a farmer... .My sons are growing into strong, heavy,
broad shouldered fellows, who can take hold of and
perform heavy Earm labor with any of the neighbors’
boys of a like age, in spite of their disadvantage
in not having been accustomed to the work from child­
hood.

"Of course, for a middle aged man with no pre­
vious experience,...a large family...and little or
no money, it is a very difficultstep to change the
counter for the plow, and it therefore behooves his
friends and co-religionists so to assist him that
there can be no doubt of his ultimate success....

\_"It is not best to wait until his boys are
grownbig enough to assist him, because in the first
place, the present good opportunities to get hold of
good lands for a small price may not last until then,
find secondlv because it will be a great benefit to
the young men to have grown up accustomed to farm work
as the farmers’ sons about them. Boys who are inten-
ded to follow agriculture as a business cannot be
placed on the UM too early if you want then to be
successful.J

"I am therefore surprised that this ‘ubStl^”
ant movement does not $hp have the wel-
and generous support fro 11 tell how soon
fare of Judalsm at heart.. Qr chlldren t0
...commercial lire may
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seek relief in one of these very colonies..."1’

Again in 1890 farmer Kuh took it upon himself to

write to the Israelite and to expound more of his theories

concerning agriculture which are quite sound with the except­

ion that he did not take into consideration the fact tha| he

had been able to locate on good land, while other farmers who

would come out to the area much later would not find the
same opportunities open to them.

He made one suggestion which was not at all out of

place. According to the way that Kuh felt about farming, a

man should be required to spend at least one year with an ex­

perienced farmer before going out on land of his own. By the

experience gained with the other man he would be more likely

to succeed flhanwithout such experience.; The general impression

that we gather from Kuh’s letters and from his opinions as

expressed therein, are of a rather self-satisfied man who

was fortunate in being able to settle in a fertile section

of the country and wanted everyone to look to him for advice

and counsel in choosing types of farming to do in other sec­

tions of the United States. The American Israelite did not

treat him ton well in its editorial comment in the columns in.

which his suggestions and criticisms and theories appeared.

PERKINS COUNTY

? Perkins county, South Dakota, was the scene ot a Jew- 1 2 

1. American Israelite;
2. American Israelite;

January 26, 1892i.
January IS, 1890.
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ish agricultural settlement in 1908. This settlement was hear

the town of Meadow and about 35 miles from the nearest rail­

road settlement at Lemmon on the Milwaukee and Puget Sound

Railroad. The colony met with fair success at first.

The characteristics of the soil and the climate of

Perkins county soon asserted themselves and trouble began for

the colonists who were located in the vicinity. The whole

area is noted for its deficient and unreliable water supply.

There is much smooth land which may be used for grazing or

crop raising depending on whether the farmers is a gambler or

not. The land was in general dry with areas suitable only for

grazing. There were sections in the county which were hilly
2.

and broken besides being dry.

At first settlers flocked into the area from many

different places. The Jewish Agricultural and Industrial

Aid Society gave considerable help to many of the newcomers.

The New York Society was of the impression that the land was

fertile and well-sutfed for the growing of corn and other grain

crops, which was,of course, far from the truth. This was dis­

covered by the Society only after a good deal of their money

had been invested in the area.
Some of the settlers who came into the vicinity were

men who had saved up siome money since their arrival as ref­

ugees and were independent when they first went on the land.

1. J.A.I.A.S. Report, 1909, p. 48.
2. U.S. Department of Agriculture,
omlcs, op ♦ cit»

Bureau of Agricultural Econ-
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Others were completely dependent on th^ Jewish Agricultural

and Industrial Aid society for their support and for all farm

Implements and seed; in fact, everything that they possessed

had to be given to them in order to allow them to get on the
land.

The colony was fairly successful at first while

their land was watered by rains which were known to be infre­

quent in the area, but which changed their habits for a time.

In 1909 they had a very successful crop and all of the new

farmers were elated with their success on the land. By that

time there were twenty families in the settlement and there

was every prospect of more coming from many sections of the
2.

country to join them.

After their intial success, howeveriji failure came

to them in a large dose. For two successive years their

crops were almost a total loss because of the severe drought

which dried up everything. This drou^it came throughout the

entire area of both Dakotas during 1911 as we have already

noted. Almost all of the settlers were forced to abandon

.their homesteads because there was nothing for them to eat

or to do while they remained on the land. Despite the ter­

rible hardships that met them, a few remained on the land

throughout the entire, period of drought and immediately af­

terwards. Some who left stayed in cities for a short time

only, returning to their farms just as soon as they were fi-

1. J.A.I.A.S. Report, 1909, p. 48.
2*  Ibid.
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nancially able to do so. Nevertheless the drought left its

mark on the colony as such, for it never existed as a colony

again. There were only a few isolated settlers who were able

to carry on their farming operations in the area. Life was

constantly a struggle for them, and certainly not the lush

existence they had dreamed of when planning to become agricul­
turists.

DELMONT COUNTY

We also have records of isolated Jewish farmers who

were located in the county of Delmont, South Dakota during

the early years of the twentieth century. One of these men

was quite successful in his farming operations threshing as

much as 1,400 acres of wheat in one season. He also had large

yields of corn and oats. The size of his farm is an example

of the large area of land needed by farmers in the Dakotas

to make a success. At least if they can put a large amount

of land in cultivation they had a gambling chance to harvest
2.

a portion of it.

S PATTERED SETTLEMENTS

We also have records of Jewish farmers in Lyman and

Hutchinson counties in South Dakota. Here there were no ac­

tual colonies planted by Jews, but many of them took up land

1. American Jewish Yearbook, 5673, p. 92.
2. J.A.A.S? Report, 1901, p. 12.
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under the Homestead Laws and secured help when they needed it

from the Jewish Agriculturists' Aid Society, or from the Jew-

ish Agricultural and Industrial Aid Society.

All of the Jews in South Dakota, as well as al 1 of

the non-Jews engaged in agriculture were hard put to it to

remain on their land after 1911. In 1909 and 1910 everything

had been going along as well as could be wished for by the

colonists throughout the state. Settlers were porting in

from every seetion of the country. Town settlements were

springing up in harmoney with the agricultural development

ofi the state. Railroad construction was going along as in a

boom period, spurred on by the many people who were coming to

the unsettled districts. Prospects looked very promising for

the establishment of a permanent agricultural colony. pBut

the natural conditions of the state had "to be reckoned with.

The settlers had placed too much hope in the benevolence of

their luck and did not stop to think of the time when the

vp ins might not fall and stimulate the tender spears, of wheat

to grow, but leatfe than to the blasting sun shining down from

a pitiless inferno of s]jy.
Drought came. Cattle died by the empty water holes.

Men looked hopelessly to the heavens for wisps of clouds which

never name. Crops withered and died and stood like spectres

\ in the heat. Streams died up. Wind stirred up baked dust
J and choked the already half-dead settlers with the dust of

their own farms. Homesteads were abandoned. The whole country

was dry and wasted.\
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We have

this

South Dakota.

agriculture in

vvxuuex, axmosT no rain, the heat was so in­
tense that even the natural creeks are dry and
the rivers are lower than they have ever been be-
iore....There is little doubt, however, that many
of these homesteaders are merely left for the
winter, which is a very common thing in this sec-+ *------.----  - ... spring to re_

not neculia^0*̂  ^steads is, however,
calitJ S a t0 Ormers. The eAtire lo-
it utte-rimdQp°PU1^ted’ the farmers having found
ther sSft™mP0£?iJle to remain* unlike the o-
these fa™2? whlcb SUffered from the dr°ught,
canal tarmers cannot even engage in dairying be-
sll^t ith a get no hay* The country is ab­
solutely dried up. There was hardly any snow
last winter, almost no rain, the heat was so in­
tense that even the natural creeks are dry and

iVeJL^re,-1OY?L?ha? tb?y haTe ever been be-
—------ ---- --------------—~ XLVVVCVCX, UJUeiU J------v

ox these homssteaaers are merely left for the

tion, expecting to return in the
sume operations."

On this note we shall leave

not shown a very favorable picture of

state. In truth, there is not much good to be said. The Jews

were generally unsuccessful in planting colonies and whatever

success there was, was due to the efforts of individual farm­

ers. We attempted to show in our introduction to the state

that the area was not favorable to the success of small fann­

ers. Large capital was needed to purchase large acreage, and

to run the land efficiently with machinery. Yet we must give

the Jewish farmers in the district great credit for their a-

bility to stay on despite the constant travail. If nothing

more, they established proof of their courage and their

willingness to undergo sever/privations for their belief in an

ideal---- that they could return to the soil and be successful

in the attempt. Inexperience and natural causes brought a-

bout the failures in this state. Nothing that man can do will

prevent drought, and irrigation projects are still quite ex-

1. J.A.I.A.S. Report, 1911, p. 35.
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pensive and. suitable for only certain sections of the country.

The history of Jewish agriculture in both North and South

Dakota is a depressing one keynoted by courageous struggles

and inevitable failures.

KANSAS

One of the most important early states to be con­

sidered in the history of the American Jew in agriculture is

Kansas. In this state some of the earlie^s settlements were

made and some of the most interesting events occurred.

The territory of Kansas was opened to settlement

in 1854. Many of the settlers who went in at that time had

had no experience or training in agriculture. Climatic con­

ditions were adverse and this factor along with the continual

strife over the slavery issue kept agriculture in this state

from developing as it should have progressed. The first crops
1.

which were planted were corn, melons, pumpkins, and wheat.

After the Civil War the government offered free

homesteads to soldiers and 100,000 of them took advantage of

the offer. Many of the men who accepted the offer of the

government had been farmers in Ohio, Illinois, and Indiana,

as well as Iowa, and were somewhat familiar with the diffi­

culties in going into vitgin territory and setting up a farm.

At first primitive methods .of agriculture were in use in Kan-

1. Kansas, A Guide to the Sunflower State, Federal Writers'
Project, W.jP.A?, the Viking Press, New York, 1939, pp. 65-76,
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sas and only a very small amount of land was kept under , cul­
tivation.

In 1874 the first radical change in the agricul­

ture of Kansas was made. In that year a farming settlement

of Mennonites came to the state. They planted "Turkey Red”,

a hard wheat which proved to be particularly adapted to Kan­

sas and which soon became the greatest crop produced by the
state.

The second great development in the history of agric­

ulture in Kansas was the use of machinery. Kansas was well

adapted for the use of machinery because of its broad,level

plains. Production soon shot up as a result of the introduct­

ion of machinery and speculation in land began to take place.

In the boom that followed many of the farmers lost all that

they had because of over-expansion on their part in a desire
3.

to cash in on the profits while they could.

The third stage in the development of agriculture

in this state was the use of motorized machinery and the com­

bine. This was accelerated by the 'World War and the fabu­

lously high prices of wheat. Eventually, of cohrse, the crash

name from over-production, and today there are many problems

in agriculture connected with this state, and in fact with

all the grain graving states^ which are too numerous and too
4.

complicated to be dealt with in this paper.

1. Kansas Federal Writers’ Project, o£. cit., pp. 65-76.
2. Ibid.
3. Ibid.
4. Ibid.
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In the eastern part of the state the average sub­
sistence homestead has been about 80 to 160 acres as a rule.

In the western part of the state there is a need for more

land because of the smaller yields to be derived from the

property in that area. Thus, in the west of Kansas, farms
1.

usually have a minimum of 240 acres.

At oeb time one-half of the hard wheat of the count­

ry was grown in Kansas. In the eraly seventies fruit trees

were also grown and met with great success until the soils

became so worn out that the trees stopped producing. The

farmers then did not bohter to practice rotation of crops nor

did they plant leguminous crops to place the nitrogen back

in the soil which their extensive farming operations had re­

moved. In Kansas transportation has always been favorable

to the farmer. The principal difficulties encountered in

this state have been drought and speculation. At the present

time soil building is being encouraged in Kansas by the gov­

ernment to render worn out soils,which were made so by care­

less use, productive again. The state is also a producer of

large quantities of cattle and sheep, along with wheat, sugar^

beets, and corn, which are probably its most important crops.

Kansas, from the first appearance of the Russian

refugee in the United States, was one of the most popular havens

for these people. The homestead land was a great attraction.

1. Kansas Federal Writers’ Project, op. pit., pp. 65-76.
2. Ibid.
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The climate of Kansas in being warmer than that of the states

to the north was one of the important factors in making this

state desirable for the early Jewish colonists.

The American Israelite and the Union of American

Hebrew Congregations were two of the most important agents
1.

in the settling of the state by Jewish farmers. The Amer­

ican Israelite particularly, through its editorial columns,

spoke constantly for colonization in this state.

HODGEMAN COUNTY

BEERSHEBA

The most important settlement of Jews in Kansas

was made in Hodgeman county at a settlement called Beersheba.

There were many areas which would have been more favorable

to an agricultural colony than this one. Although the land

was composed of a fairly productive soil, the area was dry

which made large farms a necessity for a successful type of

agriculture. It was possible to farm, of course, but the

district was not as well suited to agriculture as other sec-
2.

tions were.
The settlement on the colony in Hodgeman county

began on July 29, 1882, when the first contingent of settlers

left for their new home from Cincinnati, Ohio. They were

sponsored by the Cincinnati Bai grant Aid Society. The SocietySs

1. American Israelite, July 27, 1883.
2. U.S 7"Department of Agriculture, Bureau of Agricultural Econ­
omics, Op . C it.
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committee was composed of Isaac Mayer Wyfee, Joseph Abraham,

Abraham Trounstine, Moritz Loth, Henry Mack, and Max Isaacs

who were in charge of the necessary arrangements to get the

people off to the land and settled upon it.

The first group of Russian refugees consisted of about

fifty or sixty people. There were twelve married men with

their families, and twelve single men. All of the members

of the group were robust and strong. They had been care­

fully selected by the committee of the Sincinnati Emigrant

Aid Society. All of them were volunteers and all of them

were very anxious to get out on the farms in the land which

they had heard so much about, and which had been represent-
2.

ed to them as being so desirable in every way.

The funds for the enterprise had been collected

through the efforts of the American Israelite which had pub­

licized the venture through its news columns as well as de­

voting many editorials to the excellence of the scheme. Sub­

scription blanks had been widely circulated by the newspaper

and a total of $402.50 had been raised by the time that the

first group of settlers had left for their lands. Livestock

was also supplied to these settlers on the condition that

they return the cattle to the next contingent of farmers

who would be sent out to the same district after the success

of the first group had been established. In other words,

the calves were not to be slaughtered but kept as a nucleus

1. American Israelite, July 28, 1882.
2. Ibid.
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of the future herd wfeich was to replace the original herd

given to them by the Cincinnati Society. This agreement

was to be carried through within five years. Provisions

were also furnished to the settlers by the Society as were

small tools, and some of the larger farming implements.

Along the way to the colony at Kansas the settlers

were supplied with food by the Jews in the various cities which

they passed through. Bules and regulations had been arranged

for the government of the colony before the settlers left.

Two men, Leo Wise, and Charles K. Davis of Cincinnati volun­

teered to accompany the settlers to their new home and to

supervise the trip as well as seeing to it that the men be­

came settled properly. These two men were empowered to buy

whatever was necessary, and to employ the services of a prac­

tical agriculturist to act as superintendent of the colony.

The rules, regulations, and conditions governing the Society

had been drafted the day before the settlers left by Isaac M.

Wise, Joseph Abraham, and Moritz Loth. They were adopted
2.

by the settlers without a single dissenting vote.

According to the American Israelite the settlers were

very well supplied with provisions and goods when they left.

Although it is hardly possible to understand how all these

supplies could have been purchased on $402.50 we must record

the statement of the Israelite:

1. Levine, O£. cit., pp. 48~55.
2. Ameri Israelite, August 4, 1882.
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... They have been supplied by the Com­
mittee with wagons, horses, steers, harness,
cows, sheep, poultry, agricultural and mech­
anical implements, dairy vessels, provisions,

co^s» lanters, and lamps, about every­
thing necessary to go to work at once and
put in a good patch of wheat this fall and to
prepare shelter for themselves andj_their live­
stock for the approaching winter.”

The colonists were also to have in their midst a

minister who could serve as a schochet and a mohel, so that

religious rituals would not be neglected. The group was also

to have a Sefer Torah and a Shofar "so that they may live and
2.

worship God according to the dictates of conscience". The

colonists also had a blacksmith, a carpenter, a mason, a mid­

wife, and quite a number of practical farmers among them in

addition to the hired superintendent. They were all sup­

posed to have been able to read and write and some of the col

oniists were reputed to hatre been intelligent scholars in Rus-
3.

sia.

By October 13, 1882, the colony was progressing in

its efforts to have things so arranged so that there should

be a certain amount of security during the coming winter.

Houses had been built by that time as well as wells for all

of the families. Plowing and sowing had also been done so
that theiw ould be a fair amount of spring wheat to harvest

after the winter was over. By the date given above all of

the colonists were in possession of their complete homesteads

1. American Israelite, July 28, 1882.
2. Ibid.
3. Ibid.
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of 160 acres and had fulfilled the requirement of building

the house and well on each one.

In the meantime more families had been recruited

for the project in Cincinnati, and they were sent out to the

settlement in October. Five families of Russian refugees

were sent out at that time in addition to a Hungarian superin­

tendent by the name of Baum, ”...said to be an excellent
2.

practical farmer”. In addition to the families wfeich were

sent in October there were thirty or forty more ready to go.

They were waiting.only for favorable weather to come in the

spring, for other wise the housing capacities of the colon­

ists would have been taxed to too great a degree.. The Cin­

cinnati Emigrant Aid Society expected t&e colony to grow to

500 people by springtime, with the help of the Jewish com-
3.

munities of the large cities of the United States.

The health of the colonists was satsifactory dur­

ing their first few Months on the land. The settlers com­

plained about their food and also about the small number of

cows and sheep which they had. At the time the settlers

stated that they needed fifty cows and five hundred sheep,

as well as two steers. "Such a supply would virtually
4.

secure the success of the colony."
By November the expenses of the colony had amounted

1. American Israelite, October 13, 1882.
2 American Israelite, October 20, 1882. change to Ibid.
3*  Ibld.'7~I.e., October 13, 1882.
4. American Israelite, October 20, 1882.
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to $4,222.46. The Superintendent of the colony was in com­

plete charge of all the purchasing and dispensing of goods.

He was supposed to have been the superintendent of a large

estate in Hungary before he took the position offered to him

by the Cincinnati Society, and was said to have/the con­

trol of 200 f aimers on the estate in Hungary. "All provisions,

tools, farming implements, and cattle are under his direction,

and he can with-hold these from any colonists who do not con­

duct themselves properly."

In January, 1883, the executive committee of the

Cincinnati Emigrant Aid Society received the following joint

letter from the settlers who had been placed at Beersheba;

"Messrs. Moritz Loth, Josephh Abraham, and
Gentlemen of the Agricultural Society:

"Respected Sirs;-

"May you ever prosper. All of us have signed
our names to this letter. All of the brethren who
are at present here in the Beersheba colony offer
their thanks to you for the kindness and benevol­
ence which you have shown to theisp destitute and
miserable fugitives. May God grant you much health
and prosperity and grace for the kindness with which
you have treated us, and for the promise to aid us
in the future. We have received from you boots,
shoes stockings, socks, blankets, flannels, and cat­
tie for which we, our wivesi^ and our children thank
you’ Indeed we are unable to express our thankful­
ness. May the all-good God reward you with all that
is good and great.

"We have especially to thank Mr, Loth is- that he
has sent us so able and good a man as Mr. Joseph Baum
for superintendent. We are highly satisfied with him.
He busies himself for us in every way, and we obey
him He treats us all alike. To him we owe that each
one’lives in his own house. Oh gracious sirs! You

1. American Hebrew October 22, 1882.
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JaoobPirlidad4- nWlth more than ow? ancestor
fa°°J pilye<* to G°d for, for he asked for
oread and clothing alone. You provide us with
SI “?f®®Sltles ln a Stl11 11161191 degree.
S®reJ?r® We ar? under obligations to repay
your kindness with the utmost gratitude in
that you have aiddd the like of us poor and
miserable ones in our sorrow and need. May all
go well with the members of the Agricultural
Society. May you thrive in might and beauty
as your grateful servants of the Beersheba colony
wish it'.'1’

Two weeks after the receipt of the letter from the

members of the colony Superintendent Baum was called to Cin­

cinnati to make a report on the colony and its progress inclu­

ding the character of the people who had been placed on the

land, and what he thought of the future of the settlement.

Baum reported that he had the people under his control com-
2.

pletely and that they "obey the word of command as soldiers".

At first the settlers were unruly and did not wish to pay the

necessary heed to the directions of the superintendent, "...but
3.

by a systematic course they are now tractable and docile."

According to oaum's report the settlers worked hard and with­

out stop for six days a week. "On the seventh they meet to­

gether, observe faithfully the day, and perform their reli­

gious duties. After which they consult together for the com­

mon good, the Superintendent reading them the directions he

receives, and instructing them in all things." Baum stated

that the colonists were able to work with one another and also 1 2 3 4 

1. American Israelite, January 5 1883.
2. American Israelite, January 19, 1883.
3. Ibid.
4. Ibid.
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for each other. This statement contradicts some of the cii-

tics of the Russian colonists who stated that the settlers were

constantly quarreling and never were united in anything that

they did.

As we have mentioned, one of the members of the

colony was a schochet. He slaughtered meat every week and

it was given to the storekeeper. Thus the colonists were

never without their supply of.kosher meat. "In fact everything

is carried on in the colony that the most rigid Jew can exact."

One of the colonists’ sons was able to get $1,000

credit from a Mr. Krouch of Larned, Kansas. With the money

the young man put in a stock of goods and kept a store through

which the colonists were supplied with household goods and

general items needed on the farms. In addition to the butcher

shop and the store which were both run by former farming mem­

bers of the colony there was also a school. The school house

was erected after the other houses of the colony were al­

ready put up and was met with great enthusiasm by the farmers

who did all in their power to make the building possible.

They agreed, that in addition to furnishing the necessary labor

for the building of the school house itself, that they would

also see to it that a school teacher was hired as soon as pos-
3.

sible.
One of the greatest needs of the colonists, accord­

ing to the report of the Superintendent was cattle. Right-

1. American Israelite, January 19, 1863.
2. Ibid.
3. Ibid.
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fully Mr. Baum stated that the country was a grazing one. He

did not make it clear that larger ranges would be needed by

the Jews if they were to be successful with their cattle. To

him all that was necessary was to be supplied with cattle and

the rest would take care of itself. The Israelite stated in

this connection that: "The Hebrew Union Agricultural Society

will furnish them with stock if the means be within its power,

.but only as a loan, the stock remains the property of the

Society until paid for by its increase---- the full amount is
1.

to be refunded." It was believed by Bam and the Hebrew Union

Agricultural Society that the purchase of cattle for the peo-
2.

pie would make tBaem self-sustaining. The Iseaelite made

pleas for funds for the purpose in its columns.

An illustrative account of how some of the early

pioneers occupied themselves on their homesteads is shown

through the fallowing account which brings out how they took

advantage of the natural growth of hay on the land when they

came upon it:

"About August 1, Benjamin returned from St.
Louis. He brought along a good two-horse wooden
axle wagon, and a good yoke of five year old ox­
en a two barrel shot-gun and lots of provisions
and tools, and a hired man to assist him in put­
ting up a good lot of hay. Including myself we
were five men. I cotninued as chok, Benjamin to
keep the breaking plow going, and the hired man,
Klein and Fox, to start and to keep at haying,
to mow and to rake....Every man did valiantly per­
form his share of the work assigned to him."’5- * 3

1. American Israelite, January 19, 1883

3. Lebeson, op. cit. , p. 310-
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The first winter on the land for the Jewish pioneers

in Kansas passed successfully. There were no desertions from

the colony although the winter was not an easy one. The peo­

ple consolidated their position and developed the proper at­

titude toward the work which they no longer regarded as be1 ng

the very simple, pleasant life which had been forecast for

them. They approached the summer with healthy attitudes toward

the amount of labor to be done if they were to be successful

in their attempts to settle on the land.

Back in Cincinnati the settlement was still regard­

ed as being in its first stages. The backers of the group

of settlers were quite enthusiastic about the potentialities

of the grpup as shown through the editorial opinion of the

American Israelite:

"The Beersheba Colony is as yet is a purely
experimental state, and it will be impossible to
speak definitely of failure or success until next
fall. There is, however, but little doubt that
the families now located there will after this
year be able to earn a living by farming and stock
raising combined."1.

As the spring passed into the summer the tenor of

opinion concerning the colony changed, and the promoters of

the settlement began to regard it as being almost certain to

succeed. The following editorial is a good example of that

attitude:
"All croakers, fault finders, and birds of

ill-omen who have been decrying t&e Hebrew Union
Agricultural Society and its colony at Beersheba
are invited to read the report of Mr. M. H. Marks

1. American Israelite, May 25, 1883.
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?Leo^:;W1‘he

colony and. proved the possibility of successfullv
forming agricultural colonies of
?inf °?e,on ?.safe basls insiae of one yeaj, and
a™nnflh+JOCatl°? tha? a thousfamilies settling
around^them would still leave room for thousands
more•"

Marks started on his trip to Beersheba thinking that

all was lost and that all of the money which had been poured

into the colony by the committee in Cincinnati had been com­

pletely wasted. He was told by the men who met him at the

station th$t things were not progressing as well as they should

and that the colony was a failure. In this frame of mind he

visited the settlement and wrote the following report:

"The colony consists of eleven families, 59
persons in all, of which 36 are children, and obb
one is an unmarried young man. Each family owns
160 acres of land upon which they have built a
dwelling (dugout). The majority are now building
additions such as kitchens, alcoves, etc. Each
house has a well with good water. The houses are
clean and neatly whitewashed, some of their inter­
iors being decorated with bric-a-brac. The eleven
families live on an area of land covering six milws,
i.e., the first settlers lives six miles from the
last. The best building in the colony is the
school house intendended for both school house and
synagogue. But there is no teacher and it is the
duty of our board to provide one. Services are
held every Saturday and holiday under Mr. Edelhertz,
who acts as Chasan, Schochet, and is a first class
farmer. The Sabbath is strictly observed and no la­
bor is performed by man or beast. The colonists
have plowed 350 acres of land, 200 of which are co­
vered with sorghum in fine condition, and will in
addition to several acres of kitchen vegetables
last until next harvest, as all the men are able to
work on the railroad, when not needed in the colo­
ny.

"The working force of the colony consists of
five yoke of oxen, a team of mules, a team of hor-

1. American Israelite, July 20, 1883.
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S J five waSons. Domestic stock:
all 5 calve®> and a great number of chickens,

h are the finest stock to be had in the
btate of Kansas, and far superior to any owned by
laa °lder.seJtlers in this part of the country. In
aaanion to this they own various implements neces­
sary for so distant, a settlement, such as a full
set of blacksmith’s tools, planting and harvesting
machinery, etc.

"Their neighbors, Americans, have done all in
their power to help and assist the colonists with
their advice....The work now on hand is to lay in
fuel for the winter consisting of stacking up piles
of cattle dung obtained from the great Texas cattle
trail nearby. There is no wood and coal is much too
high because of expensive transportation. The cli­
mate is excellent, little snow; the cattle can eat
prairie grass all year round. Despite information
to the contrary they had all the rain they needed
and old settlers say that this section of the count­
ry suffers no more than any other. I am not pre­
pared to say that the land here is as fertile as any
other land, but from careful investigation I do find
that after several years tilling of the soil any
grain such as wheat, corn, pats, in addition to sor­
ghum, rice, and broom corn, can be successfully
raised. Still the greatest amount of money can be
made in stock raising.

"The question: ’Can Jews become successful
farmers?’ is solved by the Beersheba colony------ they
can beeome successful tillers of the soil. Most of
the farming failures have been due to theoretical
farming. I am a firm believer in practical farming.
I venture the assertion that out of every hundred
of our successful farmers in this country not one
ever heard of an agricultural school, and my idea of
making farmers is to send them on a farm and let
than learn by experience....The colonists have cost
the Society about $1,000 per family to puttthem in
and independent condition. $500 is the outside fig­
ure to locate heads of families with two to five
children on government land provided that not less
than two families club together until they have
made their first harvest.

We might comment very harshly on this report of Mr.

Marks which certainly did not bring out the factors concerning 

1. American Israelite, July 20, 1883.
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the colony which soon brought about its undoing. His theory

that agricultural practices are easily understood by the

relatively uninformed are of course, not true. He probably

did not consider what he wrote very carefully or he never

would have made the statement that all that had to be done .

was to place a man on the land and let him go to work. We

are already cognizant of the fact that this could never be

true, as we have seen the failure of colonists where that

seemed to be the theory behind settlement.

In June of 1884, Charles Davis, of Cincinnati, one

of the men who led the colonists on their initial pilgrimage

to the land, went out to Beersheba to investigate certain

rather distrubing report which had reached the Hebrew Union

Agricultural Society as to the condition of their colony.

He found that the colonists were well-regarded by their Gen­

tile neighbors who spoke of them as "temperate, frugal, in­

dustrious men who, with the exceptional difficulties which

they had to face being in a country of whose language they

were ignorant, and of undertaking work to which they were

unaccustomed, had done so manfully, and had succeeded".

Mr. Davis found that the superintendent of the

colony, Mr. Baum, who had been in Cincinnati to report not

so long before Davis' trip, was not regarded as the proper

man for the position. . He was also accused of not always

having the best purposes of the colony in mind and of not be­

1. Levine, O£. cit., pp. 48-55.
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ing strictly honest in his dealings.1*

Davis concluded the report of his visit to the

colony by stating that all was well and that the colonists

were doing excellent work in being gradually acclimated

to their new lives on the land. He dismissed all charges

as being fabrications and stated that not only was the suc­

cess of the colony assured but that the inhabitants were
2.

"contented and happy with their homes".

Before Davis had come to the colony the settlers

had been in need of ready cash. Their position as to sup­

plies was not good, and equipment and implements were also

needed by them badly. It was partly to investigate this

condition that the Hebrew Union Agricultural Society sent

Davis out to the colony in the first place. Because of

the need of money by the colonists they had leased a right

of way through the land upon which they were living to a

cattle syndicate. This had caused a great deal of excite­

ment in Cincinnati, for the Society resented having the

colonists doing anything without their approval first.

Concerning this matter Davis made the following report:

"The matter was entirely misrepresented/
The transaction was legitimate and had the full
sanction of all the neighbors. Before the con­
tract was entered into a meeting of the neigh­
bors was held and a resolution passed consenting
to the transaction. This arrangement leaves the
as much land as they can possibly cultivate and
gives them the leans to fence it around and re­
place the stock and implements taken from them 1 2

1. Levine, op ♦ cit., PP« 48-55.
2. Ibid.
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?:reiLer’ aiu^ ”e^800
ir x

take hs??}? who induced, the Committee to
take back the stock, implements, etc., that had
been advanced to the colonists, and for his.over-
zealousness in carrying out instructions.” 1*

It is strange that no mention at all of the above

fact is made in any of the reports in'- the Israelite. There

is no statement is any issue of the paper bringing out the 

fact that the colony was deprived of implements by the very

Society which placed it on the land but a short time before.

The action was supposedly taken as a disciplinary measure

because of the colonists entering into a contract without 

the approval of the mother society. The objections which

were raised to the contract probably came from the Gentile

neighbors who were envious of the ability of the Jewish

farmers to make some money from the cattle companies be­

cause their favorable location was desired by the bangers in

driving their cattle.

The following recipt was similar to many which

were given to colonists of the Beersheba settlement and

shows graphically how the sentiment of the Cincinnati society

must have changed toward the colony which they settled.

"Cowlands, Kansas, April 9, 1884.

"Received of Moses Edelhertz property belong­
ing to the Hebrew Union Agricultural Society to J.
Baum, Agent:

1. Levine, op. cit., PP« 48-55.
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1" ?£;

»« »T? ? I? atticles were turned over to me
as a_ c?ns-fcable of Ross Township for the Heb­
rew Union Agricultural Society.

"(signed) T.J. Patterson
Constable."!•

This seeming deliberate wrecking of the colony

established by the Cincinnati Society at such cost and effort

does not appear to be logical in view of all that we have

read about the Society’s high ambitions for the colony which
2.

the had placed on the soil.

Apparently nothing was done to revive the colony 

after the death blow had been gieent to it by its parent.

At the same time it does not appear that the act of the

Hebrew Union Agricultiral Society was publicized in the
city of its origin---- Cincinnati. As late as 188^ about one

year and a half after the colony had been deprived of its

loaned goods the following article appeared in the Israel­

ite which certainly does not suggest the radical move in

taking away outside aid from the settlers;

"The Jewish press is now giving much atten­
tion to the problem of how to make farmers of
Jewish emigrants. If they would send a committee
to Cowlands, Hodgeman county, Kansas, they would
find there Beersheba colony established in Septem­
ber 1882, containing twenty families besides a
number of unmarried men and women, who have re-

1. Levine, op. cit., PP« 48-55.
2. Ibid.
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1.American Israelite, November 20, 1885.

immediate favor. This

place in the light of

method of rendering the

It

My“:' S’SS-F

and are on good terms with their neighbors But
wisi^m0? a- tSiST?WaS a Western experiment the
its te“hlngs^l?M’ Camot possiWy by

The tone of this ie.tm was, of course, unnecessarily

hostile and belligerent. Its sarcasm was unprovoked and with­

out cause for western experiments had been aided to a great

extent by eastern agricultural societies, and yet all attempis

to establish permanent settlements failed as we have seen in

our consideration of the Dakota colonies. We must criticize the

attitude of the American Israelite at this point for not being

strictly fair in its outlook toward the work that was done by

other people. Too often the newspaper had words of criticism

for anything that did not meet with its

particular article was certainly out of

the Hebrew union Agricultural Society’s 

colony which they had planted on the land self-supporting.

is one thing to plant a colony and to give them the necessary

support while they are in a formative stage and need such help.

It is qjiite another to dump people d>n land, become angry with

them for a slight matter which was mostly a misunderstanding,

and to remove from them all vestiges of support and aid which

had not been so very great eh^v in the beginning.

In January, 1886 there appeared a final summary of

this in the columns of the St. Louis Jewish Free Press:
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way JT

ion b?1??! ?TS feduced t0 a deplorable condit­
ion by its first manager, an ehergetic, but il-
bvtlI'^?/'U?8trian’ He goveriie(i th® colonists
by a rule of terror causing an obstinate atti­
tude to develop which resulted in the requisi­
tion and sale of chattels by the Cincinnati
Committee. The colonists reduced thereby to
abject poverty, scattered to surrounding towns
and engaged in odd jobs to eke out' an existence.
When they saved up enough to buy a couple of cows
and horses a few returned to their claims." !•

This closes the history of the colony at Beersheba,

Kansas. As we have seen the account of the colony’s existence 

was highly controversial at the time. The sponsoring committee

did not care to admit many of its actions through/ the Ameri­

can .Israelite which amounted to the official organ of the He­

brew Union Agricultural Society. After 1886 no record exists 

of any of the settlers as Cowlands. Not only was the land un­

suited for the type of agriculture that was carried on, but the

Jews could never acquire the land in large enough quantities

to engage in cattle raising at which they might have been more

successful than they were in attempting to raise grain and vege­

table crops on the dry land of the area.

COMMANCHE COUNTY

But colonization did not stop in Kansas despite the

failure of the Beersheba colony. The next colonization efforts

which we shall consider were those carried on in.Commanche county.

In this county the soil conditions were and are more favorable to 

1. St. Louis Jewish Free Press, January, 1886. 
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agriculture than they are in Hodgeman county. The land is

level to gently rolling and consist of dark productive silty

soils. Someof them are capable of supporting a fairly exten­

sive agriculture although they are badly mixed in with areas

not at £11 fit for agricultural pursuits. The land which can

not be planted is suitable for grazing purposes. In some

places the chief characteristic of the land is that it is com­

posed of sand hills which are of course, not able to support

anything but clumps of sage and small bushes of desert plants.

We have already dealt with a Jewish colony at New­

port, Arkansas which failed in 1884. Between this colony and

one subsequently established in Kansas there was defi/nite re­

lationship. We refer now to the colony of Lasker.

LASKER

Lasker was located in Commanche county and was the

scene of an agricultural colony soon after the failure of the

group of people who had been located in Arkansas. After the

failure of the Arkansas colony some of the settlers were not satis

fied to have their hopes dashed to the gr/iund so quickly and with

so little of a fight. They wanted another chance and determined

to try to locate elsewhere, where perhaps conditions would be

more favorable to them in their efforts to become established

on the soil. They felt that their previous experience would en­

able them to eliminate certain mistakes which they had made. They

knew that their location had been bad, and they felt that if they 

1. U.S. Department of Agriculture, Bureau of Agricultural Econ­
omics, op. cit.
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could settle In a plaoe that was free from tolarla ani

they would he able to start where they left off and set then-

selves up In agriculture with very little outside aid.1'

After the necessity to remove themselves from New port

they settled in New York along with the rest of the colonists whp

had formerly been in Arkansas. They agreed among themselves to

work until each of than had saved $200. When they had that sum

of money they were going to foim another colony, using their

former experiences as a basis for their work. They secured the

ewer-ready help of Michael Heilprin. But this was another in­

stance when his promise for advancements of money and other forms

of aid to them did not materialize and the prospective Jewish

farmers were left on their own resources which were not too good.

The would be colonists, in the meantime, were living frugally

and working hard. They were saving everything that they possi­

bly could in order to return to the land. They had worked out

a scheme by which they thought they would he able to manage

things better. The idea was to divide their membership into

groups o^ six. Of each grpup four men would be sent to the land

and two would stay in New *ork to support those who had gone,

through their contributions to a general fund. They were to

alternate working and fanning so that all of the members of the

the group would be given a chance to farm before the peimanent

settlement was made. 1 2

1. Jewish Criterion, January 29, 1932.
2. Ibid.
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plenty of

colonists at Montefiore even

cide on a tract of land.

in the same neighborhood. The

During the rotation of the plans of the group cor­

respondence was carried on with the Montefiore colony which was

located near Dodge City, Kansas, and had but recently been es­

tablished. The prospective colonists were assured that there was

land left for them

offered to help the settlers de­

In the latter part of April, 1884, thirty of the col­

onists left for their new home. They went from New York to

St. Louis first, where they inquired of the United States Land

Offlice as to the location of available land. Upon being told

where they would be most likely to find the amount of land that 

they wanted to found their colony, they prepared to leave and

to take it up as a settlement. -*-n their preparation they pur­

chased horses, wagons, and implements for use on their farms and

sent them ahead to Dodge City firom which point they were going

to go ..out. on the land. The cost of the trip to St. Louis and

of the equipment which they purchased was met by the funds in

the treasury of the small organization.

When the colonists arrived at Dodge City they were met

by a group of the J ewish farmers who had settled at Montefiore.

Updn invitation they went along with theft to their settlement.

When they arrived at the settlement they found that all of the

available government land in the district had been pre-empted.

Apparently they had not been apprised that fact when they 

1. Jewish Criterion, January 29, 1932.
2. Ibid." .
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had inquired at the Government Office for they had cone a long

way out of their path If they knew that no land was available for

them In the district. The only thing for then to do was to find

a place where there was land that was still open for homesteaders.

They set about to do this immediately. They hired a scout and

got into covered wagons and set out across the prairie in quest

of land on which to settle. This was not a very wise or safe

thing for them to do. In the first place there were still In­

dians on the land at the time who were not very friendly to the

white men who were rapidly driving them out of their hunting

preserves which they had used for so long a time. In addition

to the danger from Indians there was even more danger of their

being lost on the prairie without food, for they had no idea

or knowledge of the geography of the land. They had only an ap­

proximate idea of the direction in which to go in order to lo­

cate a favorable area. It certainly was not the best way for

them to try to find fertile soil to locate on, for they had no

maps of fertility, nor were they advised as to the nature of the

land upon which they were travelling over so great an area.

Tri rm 11y they were compelled to stop their travels

because of sheer exhaustion. They located their colony, called

Lasker, in southwestern Kansas, about 40 miles from what is now

Ford City, but at the time a community of about five families.

In this district they staked put their claims and filed their

entries at the United States Laud Office. An area of 5,840

1. Jewish Criterion, January 29, 1952.
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contiguous acres of isna was acquired by the colonists?

The settlers built a large sea house which was to

conoaate all of then aurlng their first few months on the land.

Since there were no tress in the Immediate vicinity lumber baa

to be hauled for a distance of thirty miles. They put a roof

on their house with much labor and at considerable expense. The

cost of lumber was high because of the great distnace involved

in its hauling, and the labor in getting it across undeveloped

prairies. After they had put the roof on their hut the fruit
2.

of their hard labor and expense was swept away by a storm.

Water supply also offered the settlers a considerable

probifem. The only natural supply of water was the Arkansas River

which was about fifteen miles avay, They could not possibly

haul water from the River to suit all of their needs so it was

necessary for a well to be dug. It is hard for us to appreciate

today the difficulty involved in digging a well on the parairie

without motorized tools. The job was veny difficult when only

a shallow well was necessary, but when a great depth had to be

reached before water could be found the job was one of in­

tense labor. T^ie settlers were not able to dig the well themselves

and had to go to considerable expense to hire professional well

diggers. With the ifi-P of the well diggers It took the colon­

ists two weeks of extremely terd labor to strike water. A

shaft of 200 feet depth had to be dug so far beneath the surface

of the land was the water table. By the time the well had been

1. Jewish Criterion, January 29. 1932.
2. Ibid.“
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completed it cost 5500 which ms a considerable sun or money

in those days. The well was crudely built and it took twenty

minutes of pumping to get the water if to the surface. Each

day water was carried around to the different feomes of the

settlers with a team of horses since some of the men lived too

far away from the well to be able to carry water each day con­

veniently.

After the immediate need, that of supplying water to

the colonists was taken care of, the men set about building

houses for themselves. Up to this time they had lived in one

large house which was unsuitable for them for any great length

of time. This was true for the men had too great a distnace

to walk from the central dwelling to their land holdings.

Therefore houses were built for each individual group of men.

In all, there were six houses built at this early period. They

all bordered on the land which had been plowed, since a furrow

had been made through the whole three mile tract almost as soon
2.

as the men were unpacked and settled.

The technique used for the construction of the houses

on the prairies was rather interesting. Since the earth, when

mixed with -water possessed remarkable adhesive qualities the

settlers were able to make a plaster by mixing a little dirt

with water. For the sides of their houses they cut up sod

strips and allowed them to bake in the sun until they became

almost as hard as brick. When the sod strips were plastered

1. Jewish Criterion, January 29, 1932.
2. Ibid.
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on the inside with nua which Was left t0 4ry *

draft-proof house which was re»artably well-insulated despite

the simplicity with which it had teen made. There was no floor

to the houses and the only limber was that in the roof. As we

have mentioned lumber was a precious article and not something

to be used indiscriminately. A lean-to was attached to each

one of these sod huts. It was designed to serve as a chicken

house, a barn, and a stable, if necessary. The small size of

the lean-to did not matter since the men did not have many an­

imals too keep in it.

\ The settlers, who were mainly Russian, had a unique
sj and rather intelligent planjit for the government and the suc­

cessful running of the small community which they had set up.

One of the main difficulties which the settlers had encountered

in the other colonies was the constant arguing i/rtiich took val­

uable time from labor and disrupted the morale of the colony.

To obviate the possibility of arguments in Lasker colony the

settlers were divided into groups which were known to be con­

genial in religious and economic views. Each small group

was composed of people who had the same temperament and who,

wheh granted autonomy got along very well together. The type

! of government which any group adopted was entirely its own

(
business. It could be individualistic, communistic, or social­

istic, and no one cared. The members of any group could have

religious services if they desired, but if they did not want

( \ to attend services or practice the tenets of their religion no

’ 1 1. Jewish Criterion, January 29,1932.
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one wee forced to do so. Tn. instance of thia plm nlght

well be emphasized none emphatically. We are all familiar with

the many cases of Insanity that were Induced by life on the

open prairie In the great loneliness. Women, particularly, were

apt to lose their minds because of the dreadful monotony of

life in the Great Plains area. Quarrels were only natural for

nerves were at the breaking point most of the time. Parti­

cularly in a colony where men were with each other all the time,

where frequently they did not have enough to eat, and suffered

many privations, the wisdom of trying to keep congenial people

together may be recognized.

The agricultural developments of the colonists were

not very noticeable. One of the first crops which they planted

was sorghum. Although the crop did well, and a great deal of

it was harvested the settlement at Lasker was too far from any

market to sell the proceeds of the labor of the men at a profit.

Therefore, it was used as fodder. Wheat was also sown the first

year on the land and tunned out badly. It was just enough for

consumption on the grounds of the settlement. The eggs which
were gathered from the paltry which had been brought along were

not a profitable item. They sold at only six cents a dozen in

1884 which did not pay the colonists to bring them into mar­

ket or to ship them away from the settlement. Vegetables were

only sufficient for home use. Thus the settlers did not derive

any profit at all from their operations during the first year

on the land. In fact, they did not earn enough to pay for the

1. Jewish Criterion, January 29, 1932.
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material that had to be brought intn +ho « n
mto the colony, such as clothes,

and additional tools. Their meat mi * vr meat all had to be purchased out
of reserve finds which were supposed to be limited to other

uses.

The second year on the land was even worse. During

that year a severe drought destroyed ordamaged almost all of their

crops resulting in a total failure. Wild horses destroyed al­

most all of the paikltry which had been purchased at such an ex­

pense. Despite all these hardships during the first two years

of their settlement the settlers were not dismayed. The men

led a very active social life, meeting in the evenings for dis­

cussion and debate, reading books, of which they had quite a

few, and engaging in religious worship on occasion. Religious

services were held on the high holy days. Sven those who did

not take any interest in the regular daily services attended

those for the holidays in the fall of the year.

The plan of alternation by which members of the col­

onization association who had remained in the city were to come

out to the settlement was carried out only In part. It was

seen that the plan was hardly practical because It involved so

much money to be spent on transportation. Another difficulty

was the necessity of breaking in a man every time he came from

the city from the type of work he had been accustomed to doing

to the hard farm labor. Nevertheless the city members of the

association kept their part of the agreement by contributing

1. Jewish Criterion, January 29m, 1932.
2. Ibid.
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regularly to their fellow members on the farmlands, thereby

demonstrating their sincerity and their desire to establish

the colony on firm grounds. But despite this willingness

to help, and to sacrifice, the colony was not able to last?’

In 1886 a land company began to buy up property

around Lasker supposedly for use as an irrigation project.

Prices of land immediately boomed and for the first time in

history mortgage money became plentiful for use bf the farmers.

The prospect of having irrigation for their land filled the

colonists with new hope. They put up with their crip fail­

ures and drought, along with the severe physical hardship

which they constantly suffered. For most of them the tempt­

ation to take advantage of the inflation was too great, and

they sold their land. The colony thus began to disintegrate

through the very presence of a force which might otherwise

have contributed to its security. Only two of the men had the

courage to keep possession of their land. All of the rest

took advantage of their opportunities to sell out and left, %

because of the intense suffering which they had been through.

The irrigation scheme did not go ahead as planned,

and with its collapse the two farmers who had remained were

forced to leave. They were in debt, and they knew that without

irrigation there was no hope of getting out of that position.

When these two last colonists left In 1889 the end of Lasker

colony had finally come. A hopeless up-hill fight had been

1. Jewish Criterion, January 29, 1932.
2. Ibid.
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tougw and we cannot help but atoire th, 00urage Qf

settlers in this colony. *

GILEAD

In March, of 1886, another oolony was estabUshea

close to Lasker. This was the colony of Gilead. It was

founded by about twenty families of Roumanian Jews. This

settlement, too, ended in failure after an existence much the

same as that of Lasker.

FINNEY COUNTY

Finney county, Kansas, was also the scene of some

little Jewish agricultural activity in the eighties. This

was an area of insufficient moisture for the successful carry­

ing on of agriculture. The land was smooth in places which

made it problematical whether crops should be planted or

grazing carried on alone. There were certain areas where

the only possible thing to do with the land was to open up
3.

the ranges for grazing.

The general practice in this county regarding those

who engaged in agriculture, was unique. After planting was

over in the spring, since the crops required little attention

during the growing season, many of the settlers would leave

their farms and go into the cities. This was particularly

1. Jewish Criterion, January 29, 1932.
I: Bureau of Agricultural Boon-

omios, op. cit.
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true Of those nen who hah a trade. Thus. »the Keohanlo even

is he becomes a tamer rinds himself better situated ir he

has an occupation to which he can turn his hand between times

which serves him well in case or the failure or his crops-.1’

TO URO

In Finney county there were two colonies estab­

lished at approximately the same time. The first of these

two colonies was Touro, or Tour as it was sometimes called.

It was settled on March 20, 1886 by twelve Russian refugee

j families. Nine days after the colonists had settled in Touro

they were nearly swept bodily off the land through a late

spring blizzard. The blizzard caused a good deal of suffer­

ing because it prevented the settlers from completing their

houses, which had only been begun. The colonists had to live

/ in tents during the cold spell which was a period of intense

discomfort. In addition to the great delay in building the

houses caused by the blizzard, and the suffering, the crops

of the settlers were slowed up. They had to plant them later

than they had expected because of the generally cold spring

which the district suffered during the year of settlement.

By June, however, three houses had been completed and five

acres of ground broken on each claim. As the crops of were

I put in they consisted mainly of corn, millet, sorghum, and

/ a few vegetables. Despite a dry summer the settlers stayed
/ on. their land. They were interested in progressive farming

1. American Hebrew, June 4, 1886,Vol. 27, No. 4.
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orsanization8 fomei,

the Hone Protective Association. But the colony was not sue

cessful end felled after the first year on the soil.1-

leaser

Leaser was the second colony established in Finney

county, also in 1886. It too was composed of Russian fam­

ilies and had a smaller number of people in it than did Tourp.

Being in the same area it suffered the same hardships as did

Touro, and also failed, a symbol of the extreme difficulty

in establishing a farming colony on land that was fit for
2.

nothing but grazing.

. As we review the history of so many failures it is

impossible for us not to wonder why thete was not a more care-

1L. ful examination of the land upon which all these people were

y sent to live. Quite obviously the reason for the popularity

of the districts in the west was the fact that the land did

not cost anything, being subject to the Homestead Laws. But

if the land had been examined, and all of the incidental costs

considered before the settlers were sent out, we cannot help

but believe that a much more successful account could have
i been written concerning these coloniesJ

\ BARBER county

Barber county, Kansas, was also the site of another

' igyjAS'Kncxciojedia, x., ™

(L.____________________ _
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agricultural colony of the eighties Tn p K
• In Barber county there

were some lands which were canahiocapable of supporting remunerative
agriouiture. This county was a Mt Bore sulUd *

ing on or agriculture than were the other counties we hare

considered so far. But there were some area in this county

which were, and are, completely unfitted for any type of agri­

culture, and wiich should have been devoted entirely to graz­

ing which the Jewish colonists were not able to do.1*

HEBRON

Hebron, the name of the colony if Jewish agricultur­

ists in Barber county, was formed in 1882. The colony was

aided in its settlement by the Monbifiore Agricultural Society

of New York. It started out with eighty families, one half

of whom had private means and were thus not dependent on the

Society for their support. The colony fared much the same as

the others in the state. There were certain physical advan­

tages which this colony enjoyed. There were creeks flowing

through the settlement and water was available at from five

to six feet beneath the surface of the ground. This simpli-
la.

fled well-digging considerably.
Originally the colonists lived In dugouts which were

in the side of one of the hills which surrounded the colony.

There was only one real touse in the whole settlement. That

belonged to a "well-to-do" man who staked out an entire sec-

1. U.S. DepartnentTf Agriculture. Bureau of Agricultural Boon-

omics, on. cit. _c
la. LevISe,"o£. cit., p. 56.
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tlon, 840 acres, for hlmselr ana hls raMly. The „

this relatively prosperous Individual cost only $150, and Its

dimensions were sixteen feet long by sixteen feet wide, oer.

tainly not a mansion by any means.

Due to the abundance of water in the district the

colony was able to get along better than many of the settle­

ments we have review'd up to this point. It was still in ex­

istence in 1887, but did not last much later than that date.

Only a few of the farmers were able to make their land pay.

FORD COUNTY

The last county which we shall consider in Kansas

is Ford. The soils in Ford county were capable of supporting

a fairly remunerative agriculture if a reasonable amount of

moisture could be assured druing the growing season. Although

the land was in some places almost pure sand in the form of

dunes, its formation in other section was strikingly differ­

ent. In some places it was composed of daxk, sandy loams,

which were excellent crop producers if given the necessary
l.a.

rainfall.

MOS IS MONTEFIORE

COLONY

Moses Monterlore colony was rounded on Mszob 27,

1. Levine, op. cit♦ , P* -r 259/
2. Jewish Encyclopedia, Vol. P Bureau of Agricultural
l.a. U.S. Department of
Economics, op. cit.
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isa4> by the Monteflore Agricultural Soclety Qf

Michael Heilprin was the colony-s guradian as

and 11 was. largely through his efforts that the settlement ’

was placed on the soil. According to the Jewish Criterion

of January 29, 1932, the colony of Moses Monteflcre was es­

tablished in Ford County. This Is contradictory to the

iSjS*. Encyclopedia , and to Levine, 6g. cit., which state

its locale as Pratt county, but since the statement Is made

the the colonists of this settlement joined the Lasker colony

we are tempted to accept the statement in the Criterion as

being correct because of the proximity to Lasker if located

in the same county. Otherwise too great a distance would

have had to have been travelled by the colonists in transfer­

ring from one colony to another. Fou^r our purposes, therefore,

we shall consider the locale of the county as Ford and have

and partly to

its resources

In order to get any

to be dug,
ficuiiies in the colony from the start.

colony failed,tling the

’’This was due partly to the

the fact ti

inadequate

indicated the colony’s position in that area on our maps.

The colony was originally settled by fifteen fam-

Unfortunately the areailies all of whom were young people.
did not have sufficient water for the use of the settlers.

 water at all deep and expensive wells had
;. ihe scarcity of ®ter made for hardships and dif-

Soon after its set-

l. According to Michael Heilprin:

extreme poverjr of the colonists

that the Montefiore Aid Society found

to meet the needs of the colony,
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the possible difficulties of which ha4 bem „1.

After the failure of the settleneat its members '

scattered. . Sone of them went east am settled at Alliance,

in New Jersey. Others went to the Lasker colony In the

t same neighborhood whose fate we have already discussed, within

l„ a year this colony was hon-exlstent and the land which had been

> settled was sold.

This concludes our history of the Jewish farmer

in Kansas during the Russian refugee period. 'The colonies in

this state could certainly not be considered as successful.

The colonists made noble struggles but their failure was pre-
/ determined by conditions over which they had no control. Their

chief difficulty was lack of capital, for had they hdd a great­

er sum of money they might have been able to buy sufficient

' land to go into cattle grazing or else purchase large enough

area to farm in wheat so that their total crop would not have

been a loss when drought struck them. With greater land areas

diversified farming might also have been carried on in the

' state which would have helped by preventing all of the work

' done by a man being wasted because of a single crop failure.

NEBRASKA.

From Kansas we turn to Nebraska in which state there

Jewish farm settlements. Nebraska farm-
' were only two or three Jew
f__________________

1. Levine, op. p’ BL* t p. 259, see also, Levine, loc.
L 2. Jewish E^yclopedia, Vol. x., P.

7 olt*
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Ing was not very old wbeb the

state did not open up intll 1357 after the

pear. It opened then because with the loss of money the only

thing that men could turn to was agriculture since that was '

the most secure occupation with which many of them were rem-

lliar. The farmers goife into agriculture in the early days

farmed primitively and met with mixed success, sometimes

good, and sometimes "bad, mostly bad. Corn and wheat were

grown and stock and poultry were also raised. By the time that

Eebraska became a state in 1867 railroad expansion had open­

ed up the west and agriculture was entering its greatest

boom period. Times were hard in the sixties when grasshoppers

swarmed otrer the state. Grain prices were low and freight

prices were high. The farmers became lean and angry and mut­

tered constantly against the railroads. This was particularly

tru e during the panic days of 1873. But in 1880 all ahanged.

The rains came more regularly and the farmers grew enthusias­

tic. Expansion, wild and unbridled began, and continued until

1890, the start of a ten year drought which broke the magic

s>ell and crashed dream castles into crumbling ruins. The

period of drought was not without good, however. Through it

a new type of farmer and a new type of agriculture was devel­

oped. Alfalfa was Introduced, rotations of crops began to be

rsme into use, planting was donepracticed, the rotary drill came imo , p ±
. +->,- «r>rins and sugar beets were planted.in the fall instead of the spring, ana

•j the Cornhusker State; Federal Writers*
pio^CT^/T^ 1939., PP- 73-81.
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But even ^th the in ^McUtur. ther.

neny bad years. The pre-war hays were year. of Mla pr03.

parity and or general serenity. Arter the World War boon and

the consequent oollppse, agriculture was In worse shape la

Nebraska thai it had ever been. Aln-st all or the Tarns were

mortgaged to the hilt and the farmers had to pay for farms

which they had purchased at $2.00 wheat prices with $.50 wheat.

Tenancy became high and foreclosures increased to a great ex­

tent.

At the present time the most important crop in Neb­

raska is wheat. Nebraska is surpassed only by Kansas in

wheat growing. Corn is less important than it used to be in

this state. Forage crops are increasing as is livestock pro­

duction. Sugar beet growing has also become important. At the

present time strong efforts are being made in this state to

correct the many mistakes that have been iaade and to adapt the

size of the farms and the production of livestock to the soil,

climate, and economic conditions of the area.

LINCOLN COUNTY

The first settlement of J^s in Nebraska was made in

ThA <3oil in this area was not very1897 in Lincoln county. J-ne soil in
i-u. nf the location of the lews in agriculture

productive at the time of n
, ths few vears previous had done a greatsince the drought during the few ye rs p

deal or damage. Much df the land was rolling with some bills

1. Nebraska, PeZH Writers- Pxojeot, W.P.A., PP- 73-81.
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and occasional flats. Some Of •> . ,borne of the land in the county is in
sand hills covered with native grasses. ’

in November, 1897, 21 6ut of 26 fmilles

prised the Occidental Cooperative Society of San Francisco,

arrived in Lincoln county to take up land. The organization

to which they belonged had been in existence for some time a-

mong the Jews who were in the city as refugees from the Rus­

sian pogroms... The land on which they were to settle was sold

to them by Moyris Cohn of Canon City who gave them easy terms

on the land, the price of which was $5,00 an acre. He sold

them 500 acres at this price and also furnished them with

$3,000 worth of lumber with which they were enabled to build
2.

their houses. Cohn also helped the colonists in other ways.

Most of the newish families who went out to Lincoln

county from San Francisco-were well-supplied with money and in­

tended to take up permananet residence in the section in which

they settled. With the money which they brought along with

then they were given good chances to.get through the winter

and to start faming In the spring.
We have no further record of this settlement In Neb-

raska.

CHERRY COUNTY

mother settlement of dews took place In Cherry county

Econ-——+ AsriCulture, Bureau of Agricultural
1. U.S. Department of Agr±
omics, op. eit. 26. 1897.
2. American Hebrew,Novem
3. Tbld?
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These farmers

money and with some stock. Never

e soil in thi. ares was mostly 3mdy wlth saM hlUs

am native grasses. It was grazing. or will hay land.1' In

1910 fifteen Jewish families filed claims on government land

taking advantage of the Klneald Desert Ladd Act which permits

them to take up an entire section— consisting of 640 acres in

a single claim. Since the land was suitable only for grazing

that was all that these men attempted to do.

came in with a fair amount of

trjtly agricultural we mention

were some Jews who did engage

this settlement to show that there
2.

in stock raising.

LOGAN COUNTY

A settlement of Jewish farmers also existed in Logan

county, Nebraska, at approximately the same time as Lincoln.
3.

Here too, the same conditions prevailed.

S PATTERED SETTLEMENTS

Isolated Jews had settled in the state before the

time of the settlement of the colony in Lincoln. By 1897 in­

dications were that still more would be coming in. This was

true because of the irrigation projects which were being ru­

mored. According to the State Labor Commissioner of the time,

a man by the name of Jennings, there were good opportunities

for farmers in the state if they were competent agriculturists

1. U.S. Department of Agriculture

1911> PL:3* American Hebrew, November 26,

, Bureau of Agricultural Econ-

33-34.
1897.
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and understood, irrigation. Jennings said that the land was

fertile but needed water to make it productive. Irrigation

• schemes in the offing made the future for the area bright.

I "Mr. Jennings is of the opinion that in the spring, there will

; be a large increase in immigration of this character pertaln-

j ing to men who know agriculture and irrigation."

COLORADO

0 In Colorado we find one of the most interesting of

Ji
( all the Jewish farm colonies considered so far. This was the
|5 colony of Cotopaxi located in Fremont county, Colorado. We

may begin the history of this effort at colonization with a

soil report which is probably one of the least promising of

any so far, at least from the point of view of agricultur­

al activities being carried on in the land.

\ I FREMONT COUNTY

Ji Fremont county was almost entirely rough forest land

interspersed with grazing land. There were also mountains in
I ; parts of the county interspersed with arid basins. There was

■P sorae ian(i fit for farming, however, although it was very little

b since it did not receive enough moisture.

2. U.S. Department of Agriculture, Bureau of Agricultural Econ-
ibferlgl/mwev., November 26, 1897.
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COTOPAXT

The colony at Cotopaxi wee started May 9, less.

Reports differ as to the number of families present at the

beginning of the colony but it is safe to say that there were

over ten. and under twenty. They were settled on 1,780 acres

of land at a total cost for the first year of settlement of

$10,233.57. There was land available for fifty more families

but the expense of settling colonists in the area was too

great for more to be placed on the land. It cost from $600 to

$1,000 to settle a family. The settlers were placed on very

unfavorable land which was almost totally without rainfall ,

despite the name given to it---- Wet Mountain Valley. They also

located nearby in Old Grove Creek. The only time these areas

were ever wet was in the period of spring floods when the col­

onists were likely to be completely swept off the land. For

the rest of the year the area was dry, completely so, and

could not support agriculture successfully without irrigation.

Out of the entire acreage of land taken up (1,780) only 100

acres could be cultivated.
We may derive more concerning the history of the

colony at Cotopaxi from a careful exmlnation of two letters

than from any ether method. Probably the most Interesting

record of the colony concerns the dispute over managers and the

deposition of two of them, one following the other. The full

1. American Hebrew , October 27, 1S82.
2. Ibid.
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premises.

story will be revealed to us in the following quotations:

"Some difficulty in the management of the
colony having arisen, the Executive Committee
of the Aid Society, (i.e., the New York Emigrant
Aid Society) deputed Mr. Morris Tuska to go out
to the colony and investigate the troubles, giving
him the fullest powers in the J *

"Mr. Tuska in his report

"’Immediately on arrival

says;

colony wl intraua! ’ “ "hose oare the

1”T?® g®“eral condition of the colony is
considering the many difficulties that arose fromthe mismanagement of Saltiel and from his ommisSon

o furnish the colony with the necessary ftiinds----
a favorable one.

"’Owing to the indefatigable perseverance of
Mr. Schwartz, who rendered himself worthy of the
trust put in him, the refugees were settled on Gov­

ernment land of 16 0 acres of land for each family.
The lands are very fertile, full of phosphhte, and
of almost surprising growing power. The farms are
situated on the first division of lands called Oak
Grove Creek, and are drained by a creek that is al­
ways filled with water, and is more than sufficient
for irrigating purposes. Here three farms are locat­
ed. A high mountain range separates these farms
from the second division of the lands, from the so-
called Wet Mountain Valley. Here the rest of the
farmers are located. Mr. Schwartz told me that al­
though there is no water for irrigation he is con­
fident that the farmers will in the winter be able
to secure asupp/ly by digging a three mile long
ditch and filling the same with water, which is in
abundance in the lake, situated in the mountains
that border the farms and separate Fremont county
from Custer county.

"'The colonists sowed mostly potatoes---- about
17,000 pounds altogethBE. Mr. Schwartz told me that
he’repeatedly requested Mr. Saltiel to give him the
means to sow a large quantity of potatoes as they
are saleable and greatly wanted; but Mr. Saltiel
did not give him the funds required. 17,000 pounds
will as Mr. Schwartz says, yield about 140,000 
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houses
onJJ

sake.
be

pounds. 40,000 pounds he intends to save for seed-
and 100 ’000 I>ounds he will put on the

market. The general price of potatoes varies from.
^ennnd one-half to two cents per ppund; thus about
^,000 are expected from the potatoe crop. Cabbage
peas, beans, cucumbers, beets, turnips, etc., have*
been sowed, but owing to the slowness with which the
houses have been built, most of the garden stuff was
destroyed by grazing cattle, and what has been spar­
ed is just suffucient to cover the household require­
ments. Had Mr. Saltiel used the money so readily
put at his disposal for the purposes of the colony----
for buying or hiring teams and plows, erecting ’
and buying wire for fencing, the colonists not onj
would have been self-supporting, but been able to
repay every cent that has been spent for their
As matters stand at present the colonists will _
able to pull through; they must however be provid­
ed with cows and wire fences. Mr. Schwartz proposed
to purchase twelve cows and wire fences for ten a-
cres on each farm and assures me that by means of
the income of the crop and by means of the cows that
will furnish them the twe chief feeding articles,
hamely milk and butter, they will make a livelihood,
and will next year get along splendidly, so much the
more as Mr. Schwartz has been offered labor for the
refugees during the winter, which will help towards
defraying their expenses for living.

"‘The facts are that Mr. Saltiel used the money
put in his hands for his own purposes and left sever­
al bills unpaid which he said were paid by him. He
did not build the houses although having received the
money for them and thereby caused the colony much dam­
age much annoyance, and much disgrace on account of
his’actions; and fully trusting in the ability, in­
tegrity, and energy of Mr. Schwartz, who in my strong
belief is the only man that prevented the colony’s fi-
nal destruction. It is with much satisfaction that
I note that the Society possesses a faithful, honest,
Znd persevering officer in Mr. Schwarts, who gives his
heart his mind, and all his time to his duties. Mr.

is now the only manager of the colony, and
!s^£y assized by Ur. Leon Tobias, who aets as field
overseer.

"•Permit me now to give you a statistical state­
ment of the families that compose the colony;

"•There were on the 30th of July 14 families, com-
• souls, 34 males and 27 females. One familyprising 61 so , gouls z sent tQ Denver on the request

8°nthe head°of the family, Abraham Moskovitz. Another 
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o^ily’ Schochet, Joseph Friedman, who was
sent on the recommendation of Mr. Saltiel who
promised to assist him but who failed to do so
was also sent to Denver, as there was no pros­
pect for his making a living in the colony.
since my leaving Cotopaxi, 15 more persons, rel­
atives of the colonists, were sent there, mak­
ing the total number of families, fifteen, with
64 souls, 34 males and 30 females. She working
force amounts to thirty persons.

”’The sanitary conditions of the colony
leave nothing to be wished for. No serious cases
of sickness have occurred. The refugees show a very
favorable appearance, look well, and robust since
Mr. Schwartz took over the colony. Kosher meat is
procured from Denver, and the people are well sat­
isfied with their food. The colonists are clean and
neat, and take good care of their children. The
children will receive education at the public school
erected at Cotopaxi. Mr. Schwarz will see that the
houses are finished and the crops sold at a profit.
The colonists keep their religion in accordance
with the ancient customs, keep the Sabbath and holi­
days, possess a Sefer Torah donated by Rev. Dr. Baar
and are on friendly terms with t$eir Christian neigh­
bors. The colony required thus far the following
funds: $6,260 paid to Mr. Saltiel, $500 paid to
E.S. Hart by me, §1,000 sent to Mr. Schwartz so far.
Total §6,750. Mr. Schwartz wrote me that $500 more
will be required for food, $600 for cows, and about
$350 for wire, making the sum that the colony cost
the Society $8,200. The colonists are aware of
the fact that theywill have to return the expenses
laid out- for them, -and I have no doubt whatsoever
that the Society will be partly repaid. I hope des­
pite the many drawbacks this colony had to undergo
it will be maintained and stand as a monument of
Jewish charity, and as the best proff of the lab­
oring abilites of the refugees and their capacity and
competency to become farmers. Jewish farmers are
looked upon with scorn}, the Cotopaxi colony has and
will render evidence that such scorn is nothing but
prejudice, and that the Jew can make as good a faim­
er as any other human being.

Respectfully submitted,
(signed) Morris Tuska’"1,

1. American Hebrew, October 4, 1882, Vol. 12, No. 8.
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The answer to the above letter was not long in

coming from Mr. Salttel. It is reproduced here:

"Cotopaxi Placer Mining Co.,
Cotopaxi,Colorado, October 19,1882

"To the American Hebrew:

"In your issue of October 4, 1882, I find a
publication purporting to be a 'report' of Mr.
Tuska, on the condition of the colony of Russian
refugees now here. The glaring falsehoods con­
tained therein necessitate a reply, and as you
have given publication to Mrl Tuska’s side, I must
respectfully request that my side be given, and
assure you that in every charge made, I hold sub­
stantial proof, both under proper oaths administer­
ed by proper persons and officers or by letters
written by persons in high repute.

"In the commencement of the quotation from
Mr. Tuska's report he states that 'Immediately on
myarrival, I called on Julius Schwartz, the G-nn-
eral manager of the colony whom I found master of
the situation, and who willingly feave me all in­
formation required as to the doings of E.H. Sal­
tiel in whose care the colony was intrusted.*

"In this opening paragraph the entire foun­
dation for the falsehoods concerning my 'doings’
is laid bare and the reason for the criminal libel,
thereinafter perpetrated cane be briefly shown.
In the first place, Schwartz, a relative of Mr.
Tuska, was employed at the office 15 State Street
last April as a clerk at a salary of Ten dollars
a week, out of which he boarded himself, and was,
after several conversations, bwtween M.A. Kur-
sheedt, Esq., and myself, appointed, or hired at
a salary of £20 per week to go to Colorado as a
clerk and interpreter to the colony. I went to
Colorado at my own expense and arranged for the
building of a number of houses during the summer
months, guarding, as is usual, loss or delay to the
Contractor from flood, fire, or visitations of Prov­
idence. On the eighth day of May this contract was
verbally agreed to, between the Contractor and my­
self, and a memoranda agreement in writing was
drawn up, but not signed on that day, but a short
time afterwards the signatures of both parties were
attached, and the houses proceeded with.



-498-

"The Refugees arrived on May 9th, at Cotopaxi,
and on.May 11th, I requested Mr. Schwartz to ac­
company a colored farmer, one Edward Jones, to Oak
Grove Creek with a few of the colonists to stake
out the bottom land under the farmer's direction.
In the afternoon the whole of them Returned discon­
tented, and reported a fierce quarrel had taken
place between Schwartz and themselves and they did
not like the land. Quarreling continued between
Schwartz and the colonists at intervals, until early
in. the morning of May 12th when I was awoke by loud
cries and shotits. I immediately part^ially dressed
and started for the door of my house where I found
Schwartz terribly excited, surrounded by a threaten­
ing mob of men and women. Not understanding their
language I at length, by asking a few questions in
Hebrew got to understand that they had demanded
their 'declaration of citizenship' papers and that
Schwartz had refused to deliver them up. I at once
peremptorily ordered him to bring them to me, as the
colonists made thanselves understood that they want­
ed to leave Cotopaxi. On obtaining their papers
from my hands with the exclamation 'Go in peace!
God be with you!', they quieted down until Schwartz
turned on them with an hateful look and made use of
some angry expression in German that I did not un­
derstand. Whatever it was, it had a similar effect
to throwingoil on a fire, and a regular mutiny broke
out; so much danger did I consider feim to be in
that I called to a couple of men and had rifles load­
ed to protect him should it have been necessary.
During this time the colonists were comfortably housed
in a long house that I had bought for them and in
two log houses that I owned and had hitherto used for
several of my miners. Detailed account of the

tribulations of the colonists were sent to the Sec­
retary and to L. Gershel, Esq., of New "fork; and
all of which are set forth in full in my report now
only waiting a settlement with the Society to com­
plete.

"For about four weeks after his arrival, Schwartz
worked hard, and being a young man, entirely ignorant
of everything pertaining to wither pioneer life or
methodical business, did really well, and his efforts
to overcome the novelty of the situation received
from me warm praise. On May 27th I went with Schwartz
and another man into the Wet Mountain Valley, and
selected a corner to start a survey line, and gave
directions to run from that point as a center and
take up 2,000 acres of the best land. I drove three
stakes into the ground and directed Schwartz to tell 
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the colonists that ploughing must commence the
following day. One team of good horses and
two plows had already been provided from funds
sent to me from M.A. Kursheedt for that pur­
pose. Sy^real of the colonists had appealed to
me to give them lots to build upon, on the
town site of Cotopaxi, of which I am the largest
owner. I agreed to grant them to a 49 year leas-
age------ and under certain condition and restrict­
ions permit than to take the water from the Co­
topaxi Placer Mining Co. ditches---- of which com­
pany I was President. Two families only, out of
the twelve here appeared settled and willing to
work the land with a determination to succeed.
To these families I apportioned two buildings’
lots each and ordered the Deputy County Surveyor
to run certain lines across my land to enable the
houses to front what will, at an early date, be a
business street. This Deputy Surveyor Freeman had
already been engaged by me to lay out and survey
the lands for the colony, and it took him about
two and one-half days to run the lines across my
lands for the benefit of these two deserving fam­
ilies. That has been the only cost that the So­
ciety has been at in this matter.

"About the end of the fourth week after arri­
val here I found that Mr. Schwartz began to grow
somewhat discontented over not having received his
salary, and as he had learned by letters received
by him from New York that Mr. Kursheedt had either
resigned or that change was about to take place
he urged me to go to New fork and see if I could
obtain some further aid to guard these people dur­
ing the coming winter and especially to look after
his salary. On my asking how much was due him he
replied that some six weeks salary was due, and
after I had figured it up at §20 a week he demand­
ed that his borad be added to it. I was so astound­
ed at the propostion that I determined to simply
hand him $20 on account, pay his board bill, and
leave to the society to settle up with him. I
said nothing at the time to Schwartz but found that
my business was suffering from the time and atten­
tion that I had given to the colony, for which I
neither received nor asked for any compensation;
but as I had performed work for which Schwartz claimed
both pay for and the merit of doing, I determined
to have him earn, if I could, his full wages in the
futuBB. By my direction the horses of the colony
were carefully stabled in a neighboring barn, nei­
ther Mr. Schwartz nor the field foreman Tobias pay­
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ing much attention to them. I had my son and an-
Jad take them UP nearly every night. By ter-

usa®e t'ke horses became slightly dis-
1 or(iered them carefully taken care of for

a few days by Edward Jones, and as soon as they
had recovered admonished Schwartz of the necessity
of caring for the horses better. So neglectful had
Schwaitz bedome that on the 15th of June I felt com-'
pelled to tell him that he had neglected his work.
I at once noticed his suppressed anger, but never
imagined that it would lead him either of his own
accord or by coaapiting with others to defame my
flair name. In the meantime two houses had been com­
pleted and occupied by the Nudelman and Chutman fam­
ilies notwithstanding Mr. Tuska's report that 'Sal-
tiel had failed to build the houses', and over
40,000 feet of lumber, a large quantity of nails,
doors, windows, spikes, and materials purchased to
build other houses, the greater part of which had
been delievered on the ground near the railroad de­
pot. In addition to the building material, six out
of twelve No. 8 'Western cooking ranges, costing in
Canon City $25 each had been delivered as well as
stove pipe and cooking utensils. One June 25 it be­
came necessary for me to employ a lawyer on behalf
of the colonists, as Mr. Schawrtz reported to me that
an attempt had been made to illegally take away two
parcels of land that the colonists had located on.
I paid for that purpese $25 as a retainer to have
the matter looked into.

"Having found that the funds on hand were in­
sufficient to both complete houses, buy wire fence,
cows, etc., that were necessary, I reluctantly left
my business and started for New York, to lay before
the Society the exact condition of Affairs. In the
meantime I requested the then contractor, Mr. Hart,
to continue building bouses steadily on the farms
until my return, and ordered ploughing to be contin­
ued and a turnip crop be planted early in July. A-
bout 14,000 of seed potatoes had(been sowed prior to
the 21st of June, and a supply og seed for later
planting, such as turnips, etc.,' that are always
planted in July in this part of Colorado.

"My orders before leaving here were to push for­
ward the building of houses vigorously upon all farms
selected by the colony, and particularly to take good
care of the horses. Several coils of wire fence I
purchased so as to start fencing in the most exposed
parts and requested Schwartz to see that the men cut
sufficient posts and have them set in the ground ready 
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to receive the wire as soon as the Society should
have supplied sufficient funds to obtain it. Mr.
Schwartz gave me profuse promises that these in­
structions would be carried out, and the man Tob­
ias, who acted as field man well understood my di­
rections. I placed great condidence in Svhwartz
so much that, at the time he passed his time s'! -
most entirely with me---- slept in the same bed and
actually became a confidante of my social affairs
and secrets. While absent in New York trying to
aid these people I received several letters, now in
my possession from Svhwartz, urging me to try to
procure for his father a position in the Society,
on account of his father’s financial condition, and
also urging me to have his salary paid at §27 per
week. This, I afterwards learned, was all that he
had done during my absence of over three weeks in
New York.

"On my return to Cotopaxi I found the horses
dead---owing to the two men Schwartz and Tobias,
not taking the proper care to have them stabled at
night. They were run over by passing trains on
the railroad. The few rolls of wire fence remained
where I had left them and no frnce posts of any
consequence had been set in the ground. It was re­
ported to me that Schwartz had not yisited the
Wet Mountain Valley settlements during' my~entire
absence. The colonists crowded round me on my re-
turn with complaints and lamentations. I told them
tfiiat I could not understand much of what they said,
but that if they had any real grievances to s et
them down in writing, and I would consider them.
Tobias heard me tell them that it was the duty of
Schwartz, the salaried man to have taken care of
them. Schwartz knowing the facts also, immediately
set to work, changed his entire behavior towards me
and commenced the preparation of a Jesuitical plan
to circumvent what he readily understood must be my
action, namely a denand for his instant recall from
the position that he had of late so poorly filled.
I telegraphed on the 17th, 19th, 20th, and 21st to
Henry S. Henry that wither Schwartz leaves or I
cease my connection with the Society. I was ignor­
ant at the time of the fact that he Schwartz, was
a relative of Mr. Tuska.*** Mr. Tuska arrived on
April 30th and left on the 31st. It will be per­
ceived that there was a motive to shield Schwartz
or why did Tuska go to the salaried clerk of the
colony instead of the Trustee and General Manager,
who gave his time and labors, gratuitously. In my
letter of instructions from Mr. Kursheedt, no men-
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ti°n was made of Schwartz as a manager---- he
simply came here as an interpreter and clerk, or
so I was informed. It must be plain to ever in­
telligent person, that a green student only 18 ' ..
months in America, and never without a guardian,
far away from his parents, could successfully
plant a pioneer colony in one of the wildest spots
m the Rocky mountains of Colorado, and without
any previous training. Whilst I, who have lived
here eighteen years, mined successfully and brought
hundreds of men to the mountains, and am personally
known to all the leading men of Colorado from the
Governor down to the county clerk of my county, for
the past sixteen years, could make a rank failure
of a refugee colony. The article published in the
New York Herald during the last days of my personal
supervision, and written without my knowledge by
Mr. Schwartz gives the direct lie to the report made
by Mr. Tuska on his visit a couple of weeks later.
The utter absurdity of Mr. Tuska and his impudence
in attempting to make our co-religionists believe
in what he has called a report is best exposed to
the scorn it merits by quoting one of his own para­
graphs, in which he absurdly states:----

"'Cabbages, peas, beans, cucumbers, beets, tur­
nips, etc., have been sowed, but owing to the slow­
ness with which the houses have been built or, bet­
ter said, owing to their not being btiiilt at all,
most of the garden stuff was destroyed by grazing
cattle, etc.’

"Mr. Tuska first stated that Mr. Saltiel did
not give Mr. Schwartz funds to purchase potatoes and
other seed. Mr. Schwartz never asked nor did he have
the authority or reason to ask fbr such funds, as I
had ordered and paid Mr. Hart for such seed potatoes
and other seed that he, Hart, had procured and deli­
vered according to my orders, and viiich my bills pre­
viously sent in fully exhibit. Mr. Tuska then goes
on to state that because the houses were being ’slow­
ly built', or as he would, have probably liked to have
had them 'not built at all’ crops would not grow. It
is the first time in my life of experience in the
mountains and valleys of the far west that I have
ever heard of 'cucumbers, peas, beans, cabbages, beets
and turnips’, requiring 'houses’ to make them grow
or to shelter than. The proposition only tends to
further show that Mr. Tuska is as ignorant of the sub­
ject that he essays to write or report on as his
nephew is boastful of his integrity and ability to
manage colonists in Colorado. I regret to be compel- 
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t5>,so mu?h of valuable space inef ending myself against the malicious; attack that
your columns have been made the channel of proced­
ure, but I cannot close without stating the actiial
facts of the case which are as follows;----

"In the winter of 1881-1882 I was urged by
several of the directors of the Hebrew Emigrant Aid
Society to visit the office at 15 State Street. I
reluctantly consented to go, and one day in the com­
pany of Uriah Herrmann, Esq., I went there and was
told of sending off emigrants into Louisiana and
other Southern States. I was asked my opinion, and
freely gave it to the effect that the peculiar train­
ing of the Israelites and their wants would of them­
selves be sufficient to cause failure when brought
into competition with the half-starved, half-clothed
negro of the South or the cheap pork and corn eater
of Missouri and Arkansas, and I therefore recommend­
ed the riclj phosphate soil of Colorado and the speedy
growing andhardy vegetables as the most likely crop
to have them succeed in raising. After many subse­
quent interviews with M. A. Kursheedt, Esq., Hon. M.
S. Isaacs, L. Gershel, Esq., and Uriah Herrmann, Esq.,
I consented to look after the colony so far as my
mine operating business would permit, and by request
made a propsition and estimate which upon due deli­
beration by the Committee was accepted, and I select­
ed a number of families for a colony, that with no
change in the management would have been a success
today instead of a failure, excepting for the aid
extended by myself and the railroad company in the
shape of daily work for which they were paid actually
more than they could earn when compared with the mus­
cular Christian laborer. At the time of Mr. Tuska’s
arrival, the potatoe crop was several inches above
the ground---- thousands of cabbage plants were growing
and all other seed plants were growing,and all other
other seed planted. Similar imaginary complaints,
such as is heard every day in New York City from the
refugees whenever a prominent Israelite comes near
them, was repeated to Mr. Tuska. What Schwartz in an
attempt to obtain revenge for my requesting his dis­
missal may have tried to have coached them in, is un­
known to me, although I am informed that he acted as
prompter to them to air their new found grievances to
his relative for nearly two hours. The whole burden
of the complaint seems to have been and yet is 'the
houses are not being built quick enough!’ Mr. Hart
explained to me that a great flood had come about
twelve hours after my departure for New York and wash­
ed away both wagon and railroad bridges and thus pre-
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^01VViLiinS as quickly as he could
+eSlre<i’ Thls> and other reasons equally leg-

’ ?feT®n+e,d 1116 houses that would have been
S oomUot'e'a fcountein Tall"y fK>" teing japli-

"After Mr. Tuska had left , as I had been pleased
to learn requested Schwartz to look after the colon­
ists, what really was the duty for which he had been
salaried. I talked with Mr. Hart and got him to turn
over the building contract to me and such building
material as he had on hand, and permitted him to ap­
ply the various suns of money that I had paid him to
my credit for other matters that I might require ex­
cepting $500 for the reception house, which I had al­
ready turned over to the Colorado Placer Mining Co.,
and I personally assumed the responsibility of build­
ing the houses, and have since that time quietly pro­
ceeded with them with two carpenters. I have given
some of the men of the colony frequent employment and
have two families yet in my log house, burning my
timber and using a stove free of charge.

"At the time of Tuska’s flying visit he express­
ed himself pleased with everything excepting the slow­
ness of the housebuilding. He even went so far as to
talk of uniting a certain smelting works that he own­
ed with one of my mines, and asked me if Schwartz would
not make a good secretary. Other incidents occurred
that lead me to the belief that Mr. Tuska has been
somewhat imposed upon, other wise a man of his stand­
ing would not have risked a heavy lawsuit for criminal
libel.

"In regard to Friedman the Shfcochet, he arrived
after I had ceased controlling the colony, but I con­
tributed $10 to his aid. Schwartz prevented his re­
maining. So far as the colony is concerned today, the
majority of them are on my lands gratut itously leased
to them, at their earnest solicitation, and are sin­
cerely happy for being thereby enabled to keq) their
religious services in sight of my mountain home. They
are not living on the imaginary crops raised by the
vivid imagination of Schwartz, but tpon the proceeds
of their labor done for the railroad company, and in
my mines.

"What was the actual cause of the failure of
their crops? Nothing more or less than the unneces­
sary time consumed in the preparation for every lit­
tle religious feast <Sr fast, engagement or marriage
celebration. Schwartz, by pandering to these super-
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^•i^°ULaCeremOnies’ obtained a mastery over their
Sen one ?-it + nCOUraSedQSUpers:fcttion and bigotry, and
the Snyder’ with more manhood than
^L„ala5e®» ^ad $he temerity to tell Schwartz and
io bias or their miserable activities and called
them rascals, they had him formally excommunicated
and actually prevented him and his family from being
employed and earning a living. The incapacity of
Mr# Schwartz is not in itself blameable, as experience
was lacking; but his persistent attempts to destroy
the good name that I have earned by nearly eight­
een years' of hard and generally successful work in
this state, is what I condemn, as sooner or later
the truth must ccme out. I will, Mr. Editor, be­
fore closing hereby declare that I can take this col­
ony of Russians and without a dollar from the Society
make then sew their crops in the Spring of 1883, and
without a calamitous visitation from Providence, put
every family in a good position by the fall.of the
year with abundance to live on and spare."

Emanuel H. Salt! el

While we may be tempted to regard some of these let­

ters in a humorous vein, their connotation was quite serious

to the men who were directly concerned with the whole affair.

To us it is obvious that no colony could exist under condi­

tions where constant bickering and quarreling was the keynote.

We are also aware that the land at Cotopaxi was not favorable

to the settlement of an agricultural colony upon it, and that

no matter how efficient the managers of the colony might have

been there was scant hope for its futuer prosperity.

The value of these two letters lies in their firit

hand demonstration of the quarrels and minor problems that

beset those who would form a colony. We do not try to uphold

wither Schwartz, or Saltiel, let their letters speak for them.

It is obvious that'both men were at fault and thwt because of

1. American Hebrew^ October 27, 1882.
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their actions the end of the Cotopaxi colony was hastened.

After Saltiel had been deposed and Schwartz put in

his place the colony fared no better. Finally the colonists

decided that they, themselves, were going to have to try to

do something. They sent a delegation to Denver which plead­

ed the cause of the colonists before a mass meeting in that

city. The meeting was held on January 30qj. 1885. After the

meeting both of the leaders of the colony were formally de­

posed and charged with culpability for the failure of the

settlement. It was felt at the time that unless something

happened very soon to the colony the attempt at settlement
1.

would soon be over completely.

In February, the cause of Cotopaxi was taken up by

the American Israelite which stated that the condition of the

settlers at Cotopaxi was "a stigma and a disgrace in this land
2.

of plenty". The newspaper also appealed for $50,000 for the

colony. It was fortunate that the Israelite's request for

money was not answered for anything more that would have been

put into the Cotopaxi attempt would only have beoi wasted.

Apparently many people were aware of this fact and so did not

pay much attention to the passionate pleadings of the Israel-

ite which were becoming pretty much a matter of course so
----- 3.
far as the many refugees' colonies were concerned.

In May, 1883, the following announcement appeared

1. Levine, op. cit., p. 65.
2. Americ an Israelite, February 23, 1883.
3. Ibid.
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which marked, the official end of the colony:

"The settlement at Cotopaxi has been abandoned and

all the colonists have gone to other places."

This was the rather ironical answer to the procla­

mation made in such aliphatic terms by Manager 3ulius Schwartz
| on October 23, 1882, as follows:

"I pronounce the agricultural colony in the Rocky

Mountains a full and complete success; the question whether

Jews are fit to become farmers solved and answered in the af-
2.

I firmat ive I”

\ We can readily understand the causes of failure

r with such a man as superintendent of the colony.
(

I LOGAN COUNTY

J Logan county, Colorado, was also the scene of a Jew­

ish colonization attempt. This area is in need of irrigation

before any successful agriculture can be placed on the land.

Moisture is unreliable or deficient although there is some

smooth land with fairly productive soils. The best and most

1 profitable labor for a man in this area is cattle raising for

their is considerable grass, and water holes are not infre­
quent .^Apparently, however, the Jewish colonists, were not

j dismayed over the condition of the land. They, and their spon-

/ --------- sors were sure that a settlement could be made on it.

) 1. American Israelite, May 25, 1883.
2 Amfid ft An Jewish Yearbook, 5673, PP* 6Q-61» ...  _3.’ U?s/Dep^tS^r of~Agriculture, Bureau of Agricultural Econ­
omics, OP . cit.
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ATWOOD

This colony was settled at Atwood, in the southern

part of Logan county on the Platte River and was one of the

later colonies settled in the west. It was not projected

until April of 1896. Atwood was composed of Russian refugees

who had been in the country for some time. The land which the

prospective colonists were to take was already in ditch

in March, 1896, preparatory to being irrigated. It was to be

sold to them on very easy terms and the settlers were to be
1.

able to discharge their indebtedness within a short time.

The colony was to consist of about 200 Jews altogeth­

er. They were to purchase land, cattle, houses, and seed on

very favorable terms. "The ground was well adapted to agricul­

ture since vast sums of money were lying idle in reservoirs,
2.

canals and ditches for irrigating purposes."

This is the last record which we have concerning this

colony. It is doubtful whether any large number of colonists

ever settled. It is even more doubtful whether they were suc­

cessful after they had settled. Irrigation farming methods

could not be learned immediately and the type of farming was

expensive, since in an area where water was scarce it was not
to be hafi for nothing, particularly after large expenditures

had been made to construct the necessary ditches and reser­

voirs for the irrigation which was to be carried on. We may

1. American Hebrew, March 27, 1896.

2. American Hebrew, April ,0, 1896.
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safely assume that the colony was of no great Importance, if

it was ever settled.

77 ELLINGTON SMITH'S VAT.T.KV

Mention is also made of a few families who settled

in an area known as Wellington Smith’s Valley in Colorado.

These families were from San Francisco and numbered five, all

told. Their place of location may be surmised to be at Well­

ington, in Larimer county. After their first record in the

American Hebrew of November 26, 189 7, there is no future men-

tion of their progress or success or failure.
Colorado was a difficultly/state for an inexperienced

farmfer to make a living in, in the early nineties. Irrigation

was the only hope of salvation, and that required an enormous

investment. It has not been until the last few years with the

United States Government Irrigation Projects that agricultureSs

future in Colorado has been at all promising.

MONTANA

Montana was the locale for at least eight Jewish

farmers before 1914. The settlement of these few men was

located twenty-six miles northwest of Lavina, in and around

the present county of Golden Valley. In the district farming

was not very profitable because the land was dry and rains

were scattered and few. Even dry farming could not be relied
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on in this district becm=sp n? +u 1Because of the uncertainty of moisture.

WIST LAVINA

The Jewish farmers who settled in the district

called West Lavina were interested in a very narrow valley

where the soil was supposed to be quite fertile. Theland

had been opened up by an extension of the Aberdeen branch of

the Milwaukee and St. Paul Railway. When the Jews settled,

in 1908, they were encouraged by the future promise that the

railroad would be further extended to pass through their

lands.

These men could mt have been very well-known as a

unit for their is no record of their subsequent history in the

area. The settlement was significant for it was not in the

form of a colony, nor is there any evidence to show that it

was composed entirely of Russian refugees. It is possible that

these fa™-ps or their descendants are still in the locale

today, althou^i the assumption is not based on much fact.

UTAH

We have records of only one settlement of Jars lo-

Gated In Utah. It is true that some Jess may hare settled

in the state independent of any outside help, but we do not

feel that an independent settlement was likely In rough

1. U.S. Department of Agriculture, Bureau of Agricultural Boon-
omi cs, op. c i t.
2. J.A.A1S.~Report, 1908, p. 25.
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countI"Y where it was ne-cess ary for the settlers to brave the 

:nardships of pioneer settlement. 

CLARION 

The settlanent of which we speak was located near 

c1arion, in Sanpete county' Utah' on the Sevier River• The 

iand was not well suited to agric Ul ture. It w1:1s Im inly graz­

ing land, arid, and rough with few trees. The land i ncluded 

areas which could conceivably be used for dry farming or 

fanning with the help of irrigation, but in general the land 

was not suited for the usual type of agriculture which the 
1. 

Jems were able to carry on with their limited e~erience. 

Clarion colony started rather late. Indeed, it 

began aft ee alma st all of the other west er n co lon i es had given 

mp. Its beginnings took root at a meeting in Philadelphia 

on January 16, 1910. At that meeting there were about 150 

persons, all Jews, who we re interested in leaving their pPo­

fessions am returning to the soil, from which, incidentally, 

few, if any, came. They were chiefly tradespeople who had 

grown weary of the city ani had decided that they would try 

their hand at something else. These indi vi dualittic persons 
l.a. 

organized the Je.vtah Agricultural and Colonial Assocation 

at the meeting and ~ege.n to fom.ulate plans to purchase land 

for a COlony and to raise the necessary funds to plaee them­

selves on the land. Among the gl'oup \re re three graduates 

l. U S D 1 E Oillic; • epartment of Agriculture, Bureau of Agric u1 tura con-
1, a 'A~. cit. 
the• ?00rd!iig to JEJNish Philanthrppy, Bogen, pp. 129-130, 

society was called "The Utah Colonization Fund," 

,.., .... 
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or the Baron de Hlrsoh Agricultural Sch001 (w

JaMn Brown, one or these men, was elected President or the

formed society and was chosen the

leader of the colony.

In order for the members of the society to be eli­

gible on the land to be purchased, each individual was to in­

vest $350 in the organization. This investment placed him on

the .eligible list for those who were to go out to the land

when it was bought. There was also a bond issue of $150,000

authorized which was to be secured by the real estate of the
2.

colony.

The colonists to be, decided that Utah was the state

in which they wished to settle and in August, 1911, they

purchased 6,085 acres of land directly from the State. The

land was purchased by them at public auction through W. D.

Crandall, Chairman of the State Board of Land Commissioners.

The plans of the Society included the placing of 500

ramllies on the land. The Initial settlement «®s to consist

or 200 ramllies who were to go out to the settletent In the

Spring or 1912. Eventually the Jewish Agricultural end Colon­

ial Association expected 1,000 ramllies to be settled on the

tract or land which they had purchased tor amounts running

from $2.50 up. "It is considered admirable suited ror agri­

culture with comparatively little worth needed to grow the first

1. American Israelite, August 24, 1911. 76-79.
2. TEia.'. see aSoTTerxM, SB- °li-.
3. Arnerican Israelite» J-.0.-*-- •*



-513-

1.
crop.”

Once again the enthusiasm of the Israelite was

more hopeful than accurate, or practical.

Many of the members of the Society were poor people

and had to borrow money to make the necessary $350 ant rance

fee. They showed a great deal of enthusiasm in the prospects

of the colony but we cannot hifelp but think that the reason for

their enthusiasm was because they figured that by paying $350

they were insuring themselves of an easy berth for the rest

of their lives. The out-of-do:ors sesned very promising to

them after years of being cooped up in crowded cities and the

price seemed cheap for their future security on the land.

The tract of land that the Society purchased from

the state of Utah was located about five miles east of the

small town of Clarion from which the colony took its aame.

The nearest large town was Gunnison which was composed of

950 people at the time of the first settlement of the Ja's on

their newly acquired land. The principal market for the col­

ony was to be Salt Lake City which was 140 miles avay. The

area was eventually to be a part of the Pinte State Reser-
2.

voir Pro ject.
The soil in the immediate area of the colony should

also he considered. It differed somewhat from the general
soils of the area since it was composed of aomejloam soils in

addition to the gravels which were a characteristic of the re-

2.
American Israelite
Levine, op. _ciX»»

, August 24, 1911.
pp. 76-7®.
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mainder of the lead m thle district.

suited for irrigation. it sloped gently offering thl per.

feet level for a proper flow of water through Irrigation '

ditches. In addition to that the land was underlaid with a

hard-pan subsoil. Thus, through the land's ability to hold

water and not allow it to seep through and be lost to the

crops, a very favorable condition was offered. The altitude

of the region was high, being about a mile above sea level.

The growing season was short due to the frosts which came

in the early part of September. This diffiiculty was some­

what compensated by the brilliant sunshine which lasted a con­

siderable part of the day during the summer months and whidh

was more concentrated than in any other district with longer
1.

growing seasons.

Due to the geographical position of the colony and

the soil characteristics, the colonists were forced to limit

themselves to comparatively few crops. This would be true

until the projected irrigation system was brought in. Alfal­

fa, and other types of hay which could be used for dairying

could be successfully grown here. Sugar beets, and Irish

potatoes were the only two other crops which the settlers

could raise. This limitation was of course going to cause
2.

somedif f iculti es.
The area was worked by other farmers in huge (tracts

of land which were devoted to the growing of forage crops and

1. U.S. Department Agriculture, Bureau of Agricultural Bcon-

^Cse^id^of 2SSSBM. Albert> Amerioan B°°k °°"

New ¥ork, 1916.
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grazing areas. Since the 0010Jlsts

tend to use large plots of lend they had to make different

plans. They Intended to divide the land which they had pur-

chased into 40 acre tracts which were to be farmed by indi­

vidual farmers. Neverthless the colony was at the same time

supposed to be cooperative. By the small divisions of land

the settlers limited themselves to an irrigation agriculture

for in no other way could the land support the colony since

it was not productive enou^a without irrigation to carry on

a successful agriculture. Because of the breaking up of the

land into small units it was necessary to get water rights

from the Sevier River Project to enable the farmers to carry

on their labor. Without the water they could not possibly

gdKM enough to maintain themselves on the land. The us e of

water proved to be quite expensive. The water company charged

the farmers $35 an acre to make the land useable. Along with

the price which the colonists had originally paid for the land

they now had an investment of an average of $46.40 per acre
1.

of land.
Since the land payment was to be made in ten equal

Installments the title of tte land was vested in the state un­

til the principal, in addition to the five per cent interest

charge had been made. When «e recall that the colonists had

, to raise $150,000 for improvement on .already begun attempts uo
. thrirs we begin to see the flaws in thisland that was not theirs we

1. Levine, op. cit., PP* 76-79.
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optlmlstio scheme or the Jews of Philadephla. Legally lt

was not proper for then to raise money on

they bed no title. Thia practice or theirs was analogpus t0

a man’s deliberately stating that a certain louse belonged to

him when he needed money for repairs. With the faith of peo­

ple in his word that the house belonged to him, though his

equity was next to nothing, he might be able to raise some

money. Of course the man might also land in jail, which was

what would have happened to the promoter of the Jewish Agri­

cultural and Colonial Association if the subscribers to their

fund had not Recognized that they were contributing to a char­

ity and regarded their so-called investment as such.

By November of 1912, there vzere 25 members of the

organization settled in the colony of Clarion. Of these

people only six had stated that they knew anything of fanning.

The rest of the men had been tradesmen in the city. The six

had not been engaged in farming in the United States but said

that they had known fanning practices while they were yet in

Europe. There was a civil engineer among tb^group or settlers

as well as a surveyor. These men were to prove quite useful

to the colonists. The men of the settlement were all compara­

tively young; all but two of them were under ibrty years of

age. This was, of oourse, in their favor, for the pioneer

work in the colony was to prove difficult and taking to the

strength. Theses people had invested all of their savings

in the enterprise and all of them were confident in its sue- 
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cess. Because of their -k , .r Strons tellef In the potentialities
or their colony none or thm cats to the settlement with

any money. They all felt that they should invest all that

they had in the Society, Thus, their only hope for support

during the esrly days on the land was from the money that

was to be paid by the Jewish Agricultural and Colonial Asso­

ciation to each settler who settled on the land. This was

to be a salary of sixty dollars monthly.

When the settlers first came to the land there were

no houses upon it. They lived in tents until a few small

wooden shacks were put up for them. Even as late as 1913

there were only five houses in the colony. There was. a good

deal of cheap lumber available in the nearby mountains, and

it was this lumber which the colonists thought would be use­

ful to them for the construction and heating of their houses.

Evidently their plans miscarried for the lumber was not avail­

able to them. Transportation problems prevented than from

conveying the wood to their hone sites at a reasonable cost.

Although the settlers had quite a number of animals besides

a fair amount of equipment for farming purposes, it was not

considered that they had enough. They valued their Implements

and stock at about »25,000 which was a considerable amount,

but still it did not seem to them that they hed a large enough
2.

supply to go around.
In order to get more support for the colony at Clarion

1. Levine, o£. cit., PP- 76"'79,
2. Ibid.
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Benjamin Brown, the leader, interested Dr. Krauskopf in the

project. In turn Dr. Krauskopf interested the Rev. Dr. Land-

man of Philadelphia in the settlement. Through Dr. Landman

a number of prominent Jews of Salt Lake City cane to the aid

of the colony when it appeared that the colonists would not

be able to stay on the land much longer. The cause of their

heavy losses was the great amount of money that had been paid

to the irrigation company for watering the land that other­

wise could not have been used for farm purposes. Even after

the land was irrigated it was not fruitful and much of the
1.

money was wasted.
2.

The balance sheet of the colony read as follows:

(-) indicates that the figure should be in red ini.

' INCOME DISBURSEMENTS BALANCE

Bonds sold-$20,000
1912-Net Liquid as­
set s-$22, 675. 05.

TOTAL $ 42,675.05 $ 92,500.00 (-) $ 49,824.95

1913 14,625.00 18,413.13 (-) 3,788.13

1914 29,000.00 118,128.52 (-) 89,128.52

1915 45,625.00 127,618.89 (-) 81,993.89

1916 47,250.00 37,259.28 9,990.72

51.250.00 47,899.66 3,350.34

TOTAL $ 230,425.05 $ 441,819.48 (-) $211,394.43

1. Levine, op. cit., PP« 76-79.
2. Ibid.
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That Clarion would fall was foreordained. The whole

financial structure of the colony was unsouM. There are,
however, several other apparent reasons for the failure ci

this colony which we shall now consider.

J-he colonists, as we have already pointed out, lack­

ed farming experience. This factor was one of considerable

importance because farming knowledge of a very specialized na­

ture was, and is required for agricjaltural activities on ir­

rigated land. The procedure of farming on such land differs

greatly from general agriculture and it is necessary that

any men going into that particular type of work have a good

knowledge of soil chemistry, fertilization, and of the

usability of the land for the type of crop they are going to

grow. Such knowledge is imperative because of the expensive

nature of the crop when raised on artific^illy irrigated land.

The initial lack of capital on the part' of the col­

onists who settled here also played an important part in their

failure. We have seen how they were ^Jjrced to resort to il­

legal methods of obtaining money, on security which did not

really exist. This factor, and their subsequent appeals for

aid from various known benefactors of agriculture marked the

importance of capital or lack of capital in such a venture.

The region which the Philadelphians settled in

was certainly not well suited for agriculture. We have seen,

in our soil analyses, that the land was really suited only

for grazing purposes. The hard-pan subsoil, while offerigg
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good protection against undue water seepage ana

gatlon water, also meant that in some places the

not over six Inches deep which was mt enough to

waste of irri-

topsoil was

caryy on
any extensive agriculture.

One of the most Important factors, and one which

should have been recognized by the founders of the colony, was

the great distance from any large markets. It is true that

Salt Lake City was an outlet for the produce of the colonists.

This was only one market, however, and it was not sufficient.

It should have been obvious to the promoters of the enter­

prise that they were entering into a very expensive type of

agriculture. They were paying high prices for land that 

was worthless without irrigation. They were farming on small

acreage so that it was necessary for them to grow large quan­

tities of expensive vegetables in order to maintain their

expenses in balance with their profits. They should have rec­

ognized that the high rail fares for freight from their farms

to the potential market would not allow them enough of a mar­

gin to make any profit when they could only farm oft forty

acre plots of expensive land upon which were listed heavy

debts that were far from being paid.

The last factor was that of ineffective leadership.

Brown, although ho had studied at the Baron de Hlrsch School,

was not familiar with the particular type of agriculture that

he was going to have to practice in the area. He had had no

previous training in dry farming or irrigation and it was nec­

essary for him to unlearn much of what he had been Instructed 
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at the Baron de Hireoh School in order to na^e the colony

effectively.

The significant thing about all these causes of

failure is that they night have been considered before the

settlers went forth onto their land. The people knew that

conditions in Utah were not suitable for the type of fam­

ing that they vzanted to carry on. They knew that they would

have to irrigate their land and that it would cost them a good

sum of money to do so. They might have found out exactly

how much the irrigation was going to cost them before they

contracted for this service. By the spending of a few hundred 

dollars for one investigator to go to Utah and make a complete

report as to markets and prices, and most important, the type 

of agriculture that other people were carrying on in the

neighborhood, all the trouble might have been averted and

the money that was wasted might have been put to better use.

Bad planning and too much idealistic and wishful thinking were

the ruin of another colony. The words of on e of the In­

vestigators of the colony are a seed sugary to the whole

enterprise:

"The
into many.
was certainly a good investment, xu xo
most be regarded as ®°_considered colonizat-
a glaring exam?!® of Sea Bubble> s0
ion plans. a household word to be
Clarion should be come awe b

77S7 “SugTU
“stly^perinentjtt.ightjl-

^st°like~the'south Sea Bubble, so
come a household word to be

considered with a ^®®^ ff®1^ficulturaiycolon-
venturers and investors in ag
ization schemes.

1. Levine, op. cit., P» 79
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wyoming

Wyoning was also anong the states

izea by Jewish prospective agriculturists. The atate was set.

tied rather late In the period of Jewish expansion and emi­

gration westward, but not late enough to prevent the settle-

ments from being made in unfavorable areas for the best con­

duct of farming. All of the Jews who settled in Wyoming from

1907 to 1912 located in approximately the same area. The

locale was bad. The district had a deficient water supply for

the most part. At best the moisture was uncertain. Although

there was much smooth land in the area, the water supply prob­

lem made the use of the land highly problematical. Grazing

was probably the best use to which the land could be put. The

soils in the vicinity were diverse, making any generalizing

as to their best farming use impossible. Some of them were

so constructed as to be poorly retentive of moisture when it

was available. We may generalize by stating that the area

was not one fit for small farms or local agricultural activ-
1.

ities.

LARAMIE COUNTY

Laramie county, Wyoming, was the scene of the first

settlement’of Jewish farmers in this state. The settlement '

was made in 1907. At the time it was recognised by some that

a much more suitable location might have been found had a lit-

1. U.S. Dep't. of Agrlc., Bureau of Agrio. Boon., oe- clt. 
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tie more time been taken in placing the fanllles on the land
The rainfall In the area was less than teh inches a yean, which

could not make tor a very successful settlement without Irrl-

gation. The small colony was made up of residents of Pitts­

burgh who had become tired of city life and wanted to try

their hand at farm work. There is no record as to whether

these people had become engaged in agriculture with the bene-
1.

fit of any past experience or not.

The land in the area was supposed to be included

in the pland of the Government for a future irrigation pro­

ject and this was the basis of the Jewish Agricultural and

Industrial Aid Society. Unfortunately the plans did not

propse to go into effect for five years from the time that the

first colonists settled on the land. The small group of

farmers was in need of aid on the land. It was given to them

by the Society which sent but a representative to make an
2.

investigation in 1907.

To the north of the land which had been settled by

the colonists in Laramie county lay land already under the

irrigation ditch. This land had been offered for colonization

before irrigation was put into it but plans did not materialize

for the settlement. The Society did not think that the area

was favorable for settlement because of the unsatisfactory

nature of farming that had been carried on by other farmers in

the area. Therfire, by the time that the Jewish Agricultural 

1. J.A.I.A.S. Report, 1907, p. 15.
2. Ibid.
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and Industrial Aid Society went into the area to take advan­

tage of the offer of the Government,irrigation had started,

and the land had been removed from eligibility for homestead­

ing. By the removal of the land from homestead classification

the Government caused the Society to locate farther south

and to pick land that was believed to be included in the ul­

timate irrigation projects of the Government. This was an

area of some 600,000 acres which was in the same condition as

the land to the north had been before irrigation had been

brought in-—that is, unfit for anyagriculture except grazing

of cattle.

By the time one year had passed the settlement in

Laramie county was in difficulty. It was not a success simp­

ly because the farmers could not grow crops on the land to

which they had been assigned without irrigation. It seems

peculiar to us as we review the history of this small colony

that the Society did not realize the impossibility of the

situation for the colonists. The farmers were somewhat em­

bittered at their experience with the Society and applied for

loans in addition to the money that had been granted to than

originally. They were given an additional sum of money amount­

ing to $4,043.78. This was to be used for the purchase of

farm equipment and seeds which would anable them to farm their

160 acre homesteads more efficiently. But the farmers did

not intend to use the money for the purposes that the Society

had given it to them, and there were instances of collusion 

1. J.A.I.A.S. Report, 1908, p. 21.
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with the local dealers with the result that money advanced

to them for use on their farms was misapplied. In addition

to this act on their part, the settlers refused to give real

estate mortgages as security on the money which had been

loaned to them by the Jewish Agricultural and Industrial Aid

Society. In retaliation to this attitude and action on the

part of the fanners the Society took back chattels that had

been given the settlers. These were such items as plows and
1.

other farm equipment. This had to be done in seven cases.

Despite this trouble which was disturbing to the se­

curity of the small settlement, the farmers made some progress.

It was expected that they would be able to continue until

the irrigation system propsed by the Government would be in­

stalled. In 1908 the Society thought that it would not be

long until the irrigation would be put in for the Government

was already beginning to withdraw lands in the area from

further entry, under the Reclamation Act. This had been the

procedure in the north and the action seemed to indicate that

irrigation ditches would be in the area within a short time.

But the hopes of the settlers and the Jewish Agri­

cultural and Industrial Aid Society were unanswered. By

1911 the Government had still not started work on the irri­

gation project in the area, and there were no reasons to

suppose that work would be commenced for some time. Fortun­

ately the settlers were not without work. Since there were

1. J.A.I.A.S, Report, 1908, pp. 25-26.
2* Ibid.
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many other farms belonging to non-Jews in the area there was

always work to be had on them. Some of these were already in

the process of being irrigated and there was a lot of labor

to be done on them while the work of irrigation was going on.

Since theses farms were not too far removed from the settlers

own homesteads they were enabled to make a fair living while

they were waiting for the Government to put the ditches in

their neighborhood. But the life that the colonists were lead­

ing was not that of agriculture. They were doing manual la­

bor which they might have done in their homes in the cities

as well. Many of them were quite disappointed as to the way

that the scheme had turned out and there were some who left

the project at that time. It was true that those who stayed

were only making a subsistence from the type of work they were

enabled to do for their neighbors, but at the same time many

of them were stroing up valuable knowledge whiyh they would

be able to use when they were able to go on their own lands.

The Jewish Agricultural and Industrial Aid Society

was not particularly enthusiastic about the colony which they

had planted in Wyoming. Although they knew that the land was

easily worked and that it was fairly fertile if given suffi­

cient moisture, they discouraged the small farmer in the dis­

trict unless he had a large bank roll to back himself up with.

Grains, potatoes, alfalfa, and sugar beets, could be grown in

in Wyoming if the land received the necessary irrigation.

1. J.A.I.&.S. Report, 1911, p. 34.
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There was too much of a tendency on the part of the Jewish

farmer in the area to depend on one crop and to count on

harvesting that crop alone. This was very risky for there

were frequent failures of crops and when a single crop failed

the farmer was left with nothing to show for his efforts.

We shall return to Laramie county in our consider­

ation of Wyoming during the period after the World War.

PLATTE COUNTY

One other county in Wyoming was touched by Jewish

colonization. This was in 1911 when a number of Chicago fam­

ilies were to be placed on the land in Platte county. This

was the largest of all the colonization schemes in the period

of the mass Russian immigration. It was launched in Chicago

by the iiebrew Farmers’ Colonization Society. At a meeting of

this organization it was decided to take 450 selected Jewish

families from Chicago and locate them in the Wheatland dist­

rict in Wyoming which was about 90 miles north of Cheyenne.

This scheme was to require a great deal of money for each

of the colonists was to be advanced $1,000 in cash by Jew­

ish philanthropists who were interested in their settlement.

This means that some $450,000 would be invested in the pro­

ject. The money was to be given to the farmers as a long

term loan and no interest was to be charged. They were to have

at least ten years to pay the money back, and probably fifteen 

1. J.A.I.A.3. Report, 1909, p. 49.
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as a maximum. The reason for the large amount of money that

was to be given to each family was because it was felt that

with one investment all of the needs of the colonists could

be cared for. They could go out to their new homes with all

that was required for successful farming and there would be

nothing further for them to worry about except their crops.

Each of the families was to take up a homestead of 160 acres

of land. The entire district of farms would comprise 72,000
1.

acres and would be quite a large settlement.

After the initial report of the prospective settle­

mentin the American Israelite nothing more appears concerning

this grand scheme in the period up to 1914.

Farming in Wyoming was not very successful for the

Jewish farmers during the first ten years of their settlement

on the land. Since it only took its beginning in the late

part of the period which we have designated as that of the

Russian refugee we can scarcely make any generalizations at

this time. Thus we shall leave our conclusions as to the

Wyoming colonies for the history of the Jewish farmer in

the recent period of his growth and decay on the soil.

NEVADA

Mention is made of but one colony of Jewish farmers

in Nevada. This was in Smith’s Valley in Lyons county. It

is possible that this colony might have been confused with the

1. American Israelite, October 12, 1911.
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small settlement of San Francisco Jews in Wellington Smith’s

Valley, Colorado. We have no further record of the colony

j beyond its mention. The are, however, was not suitable for

pl farming crops but only for grazing cattle. Therefore, it is

I not likely that the lavish farmers who settled here, if they
\ . 2.
j did, met with any success.

J
WASHINGTON

The state of Washington was favored by very few

• Jewish agriculturists during the great period off the "back

j to the soil" movement from 1880 to 1914. We might well raise

the question of why this was so. We have seen how many Jews

\ settled on the open prairies and in the wildest parts of

I undeveloped country. For some reason they did not seem to
f

want to make their homes in country that was forested. Very

few of them liked the heavily timbered country with its

wild animals and the other hazards that met the colonist. Thus

\ it is that we find few records of Jews ehere there was virgin

timber. Perhaps it was because the land was too hard to

clear or because the land was not regarded as being fertile

enough to support agriculture. But we are inclined to be-

£ lieve that the Jew fiid not settle in forested regions because

/  they were areas of mystery to him. Through the tall trees

shafts of dusty sunlight filteres through, offering sufficient

1. American Hebrew, November 26, 1897. 
2. U.S. Department of Agriculture, Bureau of Agricultural Econ­
omics, dijo. cit.

---------------------------------------
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light only to make a sort of green gloom out of the whole

district. Therefore the Jew stayed away from the timber­

lands and kept to the open prairie or else to land that

had been cut oyer and upon which there was only a small growth

of trees.

In Washington, however, we find the one exception

til this peculiar aversion which we have noted. In this state

where tall timber was the rule there were one or two Jewish

settlements. Neither of them were very important and so far

as actual progress i^ agriculture is concerned they did lit­

tle.

FERRY COUNTY

REPUBLIC

The first of the Jewish colonies in the state of

Washington was located in Ferry county. This was the colony

known as Republic, being near the city of the same name. The

land was almost all in rough forest lands. Mountains and val­

leys were interspersed with a few non-forested grazing lands

as well as some land that was fir for farming. The area was

not favored with any great amount of moisture and the foot­

hills of the district were often quite dry.

The area about Republic had been devoted to mining

although most of the mining activity had stopped by the time

that the Jews came into the vicinity. The settlement of Jews

1. U.S. Department of Agriculture, Bureau of Agricultural Econ­
omics, op. cit.
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was made in 1906. The lands which they took up were home­

stead lands and because of their hilly nature and the heavy

timber that was growing upon them improvements in the area

were necessarily slow. But it was believed that the vicin­

ity held great promise for the future for the land was, rich

after the trees were cleared and a good agriculture could

be carried on. Only a few acres of land were required to

make a living for an entire family because if its fertility

and proximity to market.

A rather interesting arrangement was made for the

use of the wood on the land belonging to the settlers. The

■ farmers were not permitted to sell any of the wood on their

land before they had acquired full title to the land on which

they had settled. They were allowed to clear as much land as

they wished but any of the wood that remained after they

used some for building and some for fuel had to be burned.

Thus the men were prevented from adding to their incomes at

the time of their early settlement on the land when some ex­

tra money might have come in very handily. At the same time

the Government ruling concerning the use of wood on the land

settlement worked to the benefit of the settler. By being

held in at the beginning in possible attempts to clear too

much land, the valuable timber was saved for them to cut when

they had more time to do so and were better prepared for ex-

pahslon than they had been during the early period on the

soil. A five year residence period on the land was required

ot every settler who oane in to the area ot settlement before
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title would pass to him.

Despite the favorable nature of the land in Wash­

ington few of the Jews took advantage of the opportunities

open to them there. They preferred to remain on the prairie.

One man/ who settled in the area of ferry county stated that

he would have much preferred to stay on the prairie had not

a brother-in-law located on the land near the forest.

The Jewish Agriculturists’ Aid Society as well as

the Jewish Agricultural and Industrial Aid Society were in­

terested in the settlement of Jews in the Washington seetion.

Nevertheless the Jewish Agriculturists’ Aid Society was not

prepared for loaning any money in excess of $800 to any set­

tler in the area. This film stand taken by the Society in

in 1908 was probably caused by the many bad investments which

the organization had made during the years of its existence

in the settling of farmers in the west and middle west. They

made this limitation even though they felt that the land was

good enough in Washington to merit use as anagricultural pro-
3.

ject.
f The Jewish Agricultural and Industrial Aid Society

came to the help of the farmers who were located near Repub­

lic in 1906, the first year of these farmers on the land, with

a loan of $2,500. Help was necessary at that time because of

the closing of the mines in the district. After the mines

1. J.A.I.A.S. Report, 1908, p. 26.
2* Ibid. „„„„
3. J.A.A.S. Report, 1907.
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closed the farmers in the area did not do so well. Most of

them were forced to give up their work on the land after a

sfeort while for they were not able to make a living after the

loss of their market when the miners left the district.1’ J]

This account completes the history of the colony at
Republic.

PIERCE COUNTY

LAKEBAY

The remaining settlement of Jews in Washington took

place in Pierce county, at Lakebay, about fifteen miles west

of Tacoma. This area was settled at the same time as Repub­

lic and its settlers did well almost from the start. It also

was heavily wooded land, but once cleared it made very good

farm land. The chief difficulty lay in the clearing of the

land which was quite expensive. As we have already'pointed

out in connection with the Arpin colony in 'Wisconsin the

clearing of land of big tree stumps is not to be done with

great ease. It is expensive and patience trying labor. Never­

theless the farmers did clear a great deal of land and engaged

in a type of agriculture in which tbey soon became fairly suc­

cessful. The farmers in this area combined two occupations

which complemented the other. The farming activities consisted

largely of fruit growing for which the land was almost ideally

suited. It was gently rolling and had soils of various tex-

1. American Jewish Yearbook, 5673, p. 98.

_________________r
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h. were in large part underlain with porous sands and grav­
el layers which made for good drainaget’an/ important factor

in the cultivation of fruit. When their fruit growing became

successful they combined trucking with it. They were able,

in this manner, to eliminate the cost of transportation of their

produce// from their farms to their markets. ’ By this saving

they were able to expand their holdings, clear more land, and

plant more fruit trees.

The settlement at Lakebay, which started in 1906,

went ahead and constantly improved. In 1912 the group of

Jewish farmers in the area numbered around twenty families

which was quite an achievemiii for them since they came into

country where there were very few Jews, with little encourage-
3.

ment, and made their own settlements on the land.

OREGON

Although farming activities of tne Jews who settled

in Washington were successful in some cases, the settlements

made in Oregon, only a little farther south, and in the same

general agricultural area met with difficulties.

DOUGLAS COUNTY

It was in Douglas county that the Jewish pioneers

located in Oregon. In this locality there were large tracts

1 U.S. DepartnenTTf Agriculture, Bureau of Agricultural Bcon-

^er&yS^Xffi^ ” 98’

3. Ibid.
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forest land, some gently rolling valleys and foothills, and

a good deal of very rugged country. The soils were diverse

and cannot oe accurately placed in any one category. There
was not a great deal of rainfall.1’

MEV ODESSA

There was only one settlement made in Oregon hy Jews

interested in agriculture. That settlement was called New

Odessa and was established in the summer of 1882. The settle­

ment was made by a group of Jews who had been members of the

Am 01am, "Sons of the Free" political society in Russia. We

have mentioned this society briefly previously and have stated

that it was a socialistic organization.

In Detroit, Michigan, there were a number of members

of the Am 01am who were very interested in going out on the

land as pioneers. They were about 100 strong when they first

began to seek land upon which to settle. Through the Southern

Pacific’s travel agent, a man by the hame of John M. Scott,

they sought to locate suitable agricultural land. They were

quite poor and had to take whatever land was available to them

without being able to make much selection. Thus, the land

on which they fia^lly settled was not very good. In fact

on|| about one-fourth of the land which they purchased for

settlement was fii for cultivation. Immediately upon settling

the land the colonists were brought face to face with the dif­

ficulties that beset most of the pioneers in any district which
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they came into. The land was heavily forested and had to be

cut. The Detroit men were not fit for the hard labor which

such a task involved for none of them had been engaged in

this sort of work before. Then too, they were not very well

nourished, and did not have a great deal of money with which

to support themselves on the land which they had purchased.

All in all a very bad picture of farm life stared at them and

they soon became discouraged. Some of them did not even wait

for the first harvest, but left their land and went into cit­

ies to seek better living conditions where they would not
1.

have to live as pioneers and do suchdifficult manual labor.

In 1884 some of the original settlers of New Odessa

left, their places were taken by new members of their society

who came onto the land only at that time. These men had some

cash available and about forty of them purchased 760 acres of

land near Glendale, Oregon, for.$4,800. They were able to

pay one-half of the purchase price. The rest was to be^paid

by them within three years in three equal installments.

While their predecessors had come onto the land al-

most destitute and were forced to find almost any kind of work

to keep themselves going, these people were in no such clr-

otastanees. They were aided by some New York philanthropists

in their enterprise so that they were at least given a start

in the business of farming Instead of having to begin complete-

3.
ly from scratch.

1. Jewish Encxclo£edi|» ^671
2. Levine, op. clt., ph*
3. Ibid.
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The second group of settlers at New Odessa consist­

ed of twenty-five young men, and four families. The community

was to continue in its socialistic aspects^ which were closer

to being communistic than they were to socialistic. The en­

tire colony ate in one large dining hall and slept in a single

large dormitory. The following description of their life was

written in the San Francisco Overland Monthly in 1885;

"Nearly all members eat, and sleep, and stag­
nate---- for I can hardly speak of it as living-----in
a large hall of rough boards and unplaned planks
and conatining only two apartments, the lower story
being the dining room and kitchen in one, and the
upper story a large sleeping room without partitions.
They have no religion, no political organization for
management of their affairs, no defined code of morals
unless it is to be good."j

Despite this unfavorable description by a non*Jewish

correspondent the people were not as disorganized as they

were made out to be. Although none of them had been farmers

before they came to the United States they had received edu­

cations in other fields, most of the settlers having attended

colleges in Russia. Thus they were not of the ignorant type

of individual who lived under poor conditions because he knew

no better. They were probably proceeding according to a

plan that had been worked out in advance for them.

The Rev. J. Wechsler, who we will remember from

our survey of the Painted Woods colony, paid New Odessa a short

visit. His trip to the colony was male in September of 1884

an! he wrote the following account of his experiences in the

colony:
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rePairin|.ar?hg°^enCbuntS &nd ?? 6111 their own
themselves. Thlv li?? a S?5\grlst mil1
harmoniously like members of ^vafet fLiJV^Thev
have an excellent librarv txoX xTheyligt°ns? k?e*> no Sabbaths’ and doJnothiL that re‘
would distinguish them as Jews/]1^

Since the colonists were located in the midst of vir

gin forest there was considerable timber around for their use.

They seem to have been able to sell their timber even though

they had not completely paid for their land. They made a good

deal of money from the sale of ties to the railroad that was

being extemded through their land. This helped them along

greatly. In addition to the money that they were able to earn

from selling ties to the railroad they were also able to work

on the constriction gangs for which they were well paid.

Perhaps the most important aspect of the railroad^ being near

the colony was the ready market that it furnished for the

produce that the settlers grew. The gangs working on the rail

road bought all the vegetables that the colonists could possi­

bly grow. This ease with which the colonists disposed of

their crops during the first two years on their land was not

to continue, for when construction of the railroad was com­

pleted, their market was finished also. The colony soon went

to pieces, and by 1888 there was nothing left of it.

CALIFORNIA

1: - 61.
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We have already dealt with two Jewish settlers in

California; one in our description of the visit of the Union

of American Hebrew Congregations Committee to the farm of Mr.

Stone, and the ohter in our mention of the farm of E. Lino-
berg in Tuolumne county, ’ it seems rather strange that Calif­

ornia was not the scene of mire colonies than it was. In

reality very few agricultural settlements were made in that

state in comparison to the less/vaforable prairie states.

However, it is true that there were several individual Jews

engaged in agriculture in California. We have already men­

tioned two of these men earlier in this paper. We have space

for but a short account of another whose influence is still

felt in California today, and who was nationally known not

onjy as an agriculturist, but also as a statesman.

DAVID LUBIN

This man was David Lubin who came from a prominent

Sacramento, California, family. Mr. Lubin was the author

nt AB Inquiry into the Causes of Arrinnt.ural Depression, and

the Remedy therefor^. Thia was a paper which he had read be­

fore the House of Representatives In Washington, in December, 

1894.

"Mr. Lubin is
telligence who has
study of
agriculture.
Mr. Lubin has been

a gentleman of...high in-
. fnr years made a specialje. who. has for y itg bearing On

political [0UltUre ana commerce
“fl. ®°*n exceptionally successful!

Is See p. 110-111*
2. See p. 81*
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h© is unbiased, D&trintin m
He is giving much time and ^ientious.
he has voluntarily assumes m??e? t0 the task
ins the conditions SIS of better-
ers labor... "1. er willc^ American farm-

In April, 1897, the toerioan Israeiite

orial of'Davi^Lubin^oZsA1 text,of the mem-
presented to Congress bv^r^TP611^ ’ Califoi,nia,
linois Syat®. GranSes of Calif ornia^Orego^^f
linois, Washington, Missouri, Virginia and Penn
sylvania; setting forth certain fv ill’of th a

Today there exists in California an ’agricultural

society named after David Lubin and supported partially by the

remainder of his fortune. He left an indelible mark on the

history of agriculture in the state of California.

THE DEINARD- . ..

SAN FRANCISCO COLONY

In 1897 one of the many agricultural fiascos in

which the Jews of the bnited States engaged was begun by

Ephraim Deinard, a Jew who had lived in Philadelphia. In
June of that year Deinard proposed that a settlement of about

twenty-five Russian Jewish families be started in or near

San Francisco, California. Despite vigorous opposition from

, x hs turned for aid Deinard startedalmost all sources to which he tumeu iui
ok x n California on June 29, 1897, From Phila-about 200 people for Caliioriu-a
delphla. The colony was to ho locate on government land. * 2

!■ American Israeli*?. fprll^l/ieST.
2. American IsraelijJl,
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The following criticism of Deln^ueinard s agricultural colonization
attempt was printed in the American Israelite:

be no reasonable^doubtf ^t^s^Jbab?311? there can
stop these people but we trust th^t th7 too,late to
no more to follow We nev^SL+ n\thefe wiU be

?ed2":?°Se-Wh0 ^ins ^norL?“r prSu'.STnoV”"6
qp?f cnncStlr subject and filled with inordinate
? 2 ?it» have no resPect whatever for the opin-

2 °The?s’ 110 niatter how well they may be inform-
®J* ?he Jewish press errs gravely when it treats men
of Deinard s stripe with courteous consideration. Had
he and his folly, if it be no worse, be denounced as
deserved, it is possible that the complication would
not have arisen. We Jews are sentimentally silly o-
ver agricultural schhmes as are our Christian neigh­
bors over missions to the Jews and scamps of both de-n
nominations are making use of our amiable weakness,” i*

Deinard did not stay very lon^ in California with his

group of colonists. After his arrival in that state, being

unable to locate any government land which suited him, he com­

municated with the Governor of Oregon as to possibility of set­

tlement there. The Governor replied favorably to the request

of Deinard. However, we do not have any record of Deinard's

leaving California to go to Oregon with his small flock. At

the time of his application to the governor of Oregon, the

following editorial comment was made in the American Hebrew.

"...Though he
ifornia land, Deinard se-ttlement in that State;
Governor of Oregon a cannot be expected to be
of course, the Govern tances connected with the
familiar with the ci on the general prin-

Se -SloVor i-lgrents is health-

1. American Israelite, June 17, I897,
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Se Ji3. «
course, have our best wished for success

Jelnard alone falls the respon­
sibility of their success or failure."*•

The forecasts of the American Israelite and the

American Hebrew turned out to be correct. Deinaxd's plan was

a failure. By October, 189 7, 23 of the 37 colonists who went 

along with Deinard to San Francisco, the number having di mi n-

ished from the original plan, were returned to Philadelphia.

The other 14, which number consisted of two families remained 

where they were to try to make a living in the west. The 

money to pay for the railway fare of the colonists from San

Francisco to Philadelphia was paid by the Russian Alliance,
2.

and the Eureka Benevolent Society.

The Israelite went on to comment at this time:

"...Deinard may be a fool, but his reck­
lessness and his disregard of the truth in his
statements and his unabashed impudence, his
heedlessness of protests and advice imply that
he is something worse. This matter should not
be drdnwed here. The statutes of both Califor-nia^and Philadelphia ahould be carefully examined,
and if possible a Criminal proceedings should be
instituted." *

The paper continued:
"The reeponsitility Tor^hi^or^rol-

ly does not rest /Xpped in its incept-
movement might have be Exponent had its
ion by the Philadelphia iglShf^|^ering of
editor, Mr. ■
good sense, or for on and their experience

when balanced with th. 1 2

1. American Hebrg, SeP‘“®^r1^,11897.
2. American Israelite,
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sibility of his being L ?LC°nCeive the P°s-
er intentionally nr nn+V^e wron8 and wheth-

exruionaiiy or not became Deinard’s ally.-l.

Thus the colonization scheme of Ephraim Delnard died

before it proceeded farther than putting Its constituents on

the soil. Perhaps if the scheme had met with support on the

/*art of those persons whose influence counted in the secnalng

of monetary support the colony might not hare fared so badly.

PLACER COUNTY

In 1909 a colony was planted in the Sacramento val­

ley in Placer county, California. The land in this area was

varied. Some of it was capable of supporting a remunerative

agriculture while other parts were suitable for grazing pur­

poses only. The land was usually gently rolling with diverse

soils, some poorly drained and alkaline. The area was humid
l.a.

and moist and has much irrigated land.

The settlement of which we speak in this area was

located six miles from Lincoln in Placer county. It was

composed of small plots of land consisting of parcels from

sis to eighteen acres. The colony was run cooperatively with

most of the activity being centered in orange groves. Other

fruits were also grown and some of the settlers were Inter­

ested in poultry raising. Because of the diversity of activity

and the suitability of the lend upon which the colony was lo- 

1. American Israelite. Bureau of Agricultural Boon-
2. U.S. Department of Agncuj. ,
omics, op. cit.
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sated It was able to be self-support^ after a abort tlae.1’

DjPORTANCE OF IKE RUSSIAN MIGRATION PERIOD

OF ffiE HISTORY OF THE AMERICAN

JSV IN AGRICULTURE.

With the narration of the rather brief history of

the Jews in agriculture in California we have come to the

end of the colonial ventures of the Jews in the period which

we have designated as the Russian Immigration Period in the

History of the American Jew in agriculture. The importance

of the Russian Immigration period, as we have chosen to call

the years from 1880 to 1914 cannot be underestimated. In

the first place it was the largest single period of coloni­

zation or of immigration for the Jew in the United States.

During that time more colonies were planted and more individ­

ual Jews went into agriculture than at any time before or since.

The survey of this period proves that the Jew can

engage in agriculture successfully, if given an even chance.R

Despite the many gailures there were enough successful colon­

ies established to show the Jew that he as well as the Gentile

can farm. Let us not imagine that all of the Jews who went

into fanning at this time were Russian refugees. Although

a great number of them were we do not intend to give the im­

pression that no other Jews were farmers. Rationalizations

can be made as to the failures, attributing them to poor land

1. American Jewish Yearbook, 5673, p. 99.
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and inexperience. The mere presence of the Jew on the soil

is enough to show that he can he an interested participator

in the profession that was the ’-backbone of America” and not

only a consumer and a spectator. The effect of this upon the

non-Jew is significant. The non-Jew had scoffed many times

at the inability of the Jew to choose agricultural activities

for himself and for his children. The many attempts of the

Jew to engage in agriculture were pointed to with pride wheth­

er they were failures or successes.

The manj’’ failures of the period show that too much

haste had been made in the dive into agriculture from a non-

agricultural position in society. It was impossible for the

Jew to become a fanner over night. Too many enthusiasts thought

thfct he could. In that fact lay a great deal of the trouble

that the Jews had to suffer. The hasty selection of land which

was unfit for settlement, and the equally hasty selection of

candidates for agricultural enterprises proved to be disas­

trous in many Instances. However, they showed the Jew that

he must learn agricultural methods of selection as well as the

other items of knowledge with which he had struggled. The re­

sults d>f haste showed that farming experience was a prime ne­

cessity for success in agriculture, and that for experience

there was no substitute.
The main accomplishments of the period in tangible

ifefems were the establishment of distinctly Jewish agriculture

In New Jersey, New Torit, and in sone New Bnglana states. In

addition to this anhlevsnent Jewish fanners were scattered
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throughout the United States, many of then persisting in

their farming operations until the present day. By taking

Jews from the seaboard cities and scattering them over the
/ country something important was done. Frequently after the

failure of colonies Jews would stay on in the location where
] they had attempted to farm, and would engage in some other

j type of work for which they were better fitted. This scat- J

tering of the Jews throughout the country helped to elimin­

ate to a degree, the great problem that would otherwise have

arisen in the crowded seaboard cities.

| As we leave this period we must hear but one more

fact in mind. Although we have shown successful agricultural

colonies being established in many states and have left their

| histories at an early date, we should remember that often the ■

V Jews did not stay in agriculture just because they began to

work in it. Frequently after being successful in some form

of farming Jewish farmers would sell their farms and would ;

move into the nearby cities. This illustrates the love of the

!! Jew for urban life, which is a factor we must consider in

present day problems of economic placement of the Jewiii pro-

t fessions. We might illustrate the point a but farther by

j stating that often, as we have shown in our treatment of the

1 New England states, where the parent was successful in agri- <

— culture and built up a comfortable home in the country, the

I child was not satisified. This disatisfaction led to many
I young men and women leaving the farm end going to the larger I

i I
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cities for more gainful and interesting employment.

On this note we shall leave the Russian Immigration

period when often ill-eonceived agricultural plans and hopes

flowered. It was only unfortunate that a more lasting fruit

was not produced. The opportunities were there, but the Jew

did not possess the qualifications.



■548-

PART IV

THE RECENT PERIOD 

1914-1940,
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SWEy OF THE AMERICAN

IN AGRICULTURE :

1914-1940

From 1914 to 1940 there was not so much activity in

the American Agricultural scene, so tar as Jewish farmers wore

concerned as there had been in the period from 1880 to 1914.

The recent years have been significant in several aspects, how­

ever. Problems have arisen which have not concerned the Amer­

ican farmer before. The Government’s activity in agriculture;

new agricultural methods; the great dust storms and drought

from 1929 through 1936, and in some cases longer; all these

factors and others had a great effect on the type of agricul­

ture that has developed in this country and also upon the po­

sition of the Jew in his relationship to the whole picture.

We shall consider the recent period from several

points of view. Perhaps the most efficient way of viewing the

Jewish activities of the period is through the eyes of the

Jewish Agricultural and Industrial Aid Society. This organ­

ization was easily the most powerful force after the turn of

the century in plating the Jew in agricultural activities

and In helping him after he was placed.
In 1915 a new development came into the agricultur­

al activities of the Jews in the United States. Up to this

time the Jew had been concerned mainly with his immediate sit-
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nation. We have seen the constant etruggl. to which he was

subjected. /But throughout the whole history which we have

drawn we have also seen the desire of the lew for the education

of his children, and for the continuation of his spiritual

life. However, It was not until 1915 that there was any con-

certed effort on the part of organizations interested in the

welfare o6f the Jewish farmer to give him what he wanted in the

way of religious activities. In that year the Jewish Agri­

cultural and Industrial Aid Society received the help of the

Jewish Chatauqua Society in the matter of religious and spiri­

tual guidance in an organized and effective form. Through

the efforts of the Jewish Ghatauq.ua Society a resident rabbi

was placed in the South Jersey colonies who conducted classes

in Jewish history and religion for the younger people of the

settlement. This activity was introduced into other parts

of the country during the same year. A rabbi was appointed

to serve what remained of the North Dakota colonies, and an-

other was placed In Hew York. Before this time religious

activities had been limited to what the local Hebrew teacher

could offer. In 1915 the beginning was made for eleven wider
expansion of this Important side of farmers' lives.J

in 1915 there was another important change, this

tine in the Jewish Agricultural end Industrial Ala Society's

loan policy. During that year the money available to the so-

QO_ was less than it had been at anyciety for lending purposes was ie

1, J.A.I.A.S. Report* 1915, p. ’38

Ghatauq.ua
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period up to that time. Neverthless more loans were mad.

in 1915 than had been made by the Society In the previous

year. There were 396 loans made In 191s as against 327 in

1914. The loans amounted to $190,036.21 In 191s as compared

to $170,811.92 In 1914. The large Increase in number and the

small in crease in amount shows that the Society was making

more small loans to faimers already on the land than it had

before, and also that it was not entering as actively into

colonization efforts which necessitated the gift of large sms

of money as in previous years. We use the word"gift" be-
1.

cause such money was hardly ever returned in full.

In 1915 there were 3,118 Jewish farming families

in the United States, comprising an estimated population of

18,590. These farmers owned a total of 3,438 farms with an

Estimated totai acreage of 437,265 acres. This land was

valued at $22,196,336. Additional equipment was valued at
2.

$4,166,329.
According to the estimate of the United States

Immigration Commission the above figures represented only

about 75# of the Jewish farmers in the country at that time.

•■A fair estimate of the extent of Jewish farming would be about

5,000 families eom^lslng a population of 25,000; occupying

an acreage of 600,000 acres, end havlnga^elue In real and

personal property of about $33,000,000.

1. J.A.I.A.S.
2. Bogen, op.
3. Ibid.

Report,
^ItTTPP

1915, p. 5.
, 127-128.
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on the

Jewish

Wil. 1915 was a year unfavorable to the farmers

United States, 1916 proved * be

Agricultural and Industrial Aid Society felt the im­

proved conditions and was able to enlarge the amount of money

in loans. The crops raised in 1916 were favorably met

with climatlcal conditions. Marketing facilities and reception

were better than they had ever been before. The Jewish farm­

ers were able to procure credit and make the necessary expan­

sions. "The economic position of our Jewish farmers was
2.

never better."

By 1917 the activities of the Jewish Agricultural

and Industrial Aid Society had become limited to dealing with

individual farmers almost exclusively. In that year loans

were made for the purchase of farms on the part of men who

were known to be reliable and to be good risks for the Society.

Money was also advanced for equipment, for the erection and

improvement of existing farm buildings, and for the payment

of maturing mortgages or other debts that were pressing the
3.

farmers.
1917 was a boom year for agriculture in general and

Jewish farmers were able to take advantage of the good condi­

tions brought about by the War market more than anything else.

During that year Jewish farmers planted record crops of po­

tatoes and corn which compared favorably with the test that

the non-Jewish farmers grew. Though the cost of production

1. J.A.I.A.S. Report, 1916, p. 5.
I: 77171.A.S. Report, 191’, PP- e'9
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of an crops was high this disadvantage

■■ezceptionany good marhets , by

mand for all species of food". *

The Jewish Agricultural ana Industrial Ala Society

was a sincerely cooperating organisation in War activities.

It joined with the Patriotic Farnets ■ Fund In making emergen-

cy loans to Jewish farmers in New York State, mt to help them

out of difi iculties, but to enable them to increase their

normal crop production. This increase was made necessary,

of course, by the War. The Society also granted loans to Jew­

ish farmers outside of New York, $hus contributing to the ben­

efit of agriculture throughout the country. The Farm Labor

Bureau, which was the placement bureau for farm hands oper­

ated by the Society, placed more farmers on the land in

1917 than at any other time in its entire history. The offi­

cial magazine of the Society, The Jewish Farmer, also cooper- j

ated with the demand for increased crop production by print­

ing articles on methods of increasing production and upon con-

serration. It also served as a means for m semination of th.

official bulletins of the UMted States Government to the

people who could not read English as readily as they could

read Yiddish. In addition to all of these efforts on the part

of the Jewish Agricultural and Industrial Aid Society to

assist the Government in its War activities they also offered

the free use of farms
owned by them to various municipalities

1. J.A.I.A.S. Report, 1917, PP. 8"9*
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that would provide takers to work on the donated lands and \

cultivate crops.

In 1918 the work of the Society continued along

the lines which it had followed since the beginning of the

War, The organization kept on its association with the

Government and also went ahead with its own private work. It

was in this year that the Society bggan to advise farmers

in the selection of individual fauns more than it had pre­

vious to this time. It was true that the lavish farmers need­

ed guidance in the purchase of fam land. We have seen what

happened to those who did not investigate the land before they

settled. On the other hand the success of those who came to

the Society whould also be noted. These were for the most

part farmers whose individual enterprise were founded on their

own initiative.

One such man who had purchased land in which the

Jewish Agricultural and Industrial Aid Society was interested

experienced mar^ked success. He pfuchased land in 1911 for

$3,500. On it he built tobacco sheds and developed the culture

of tobacco to a high degree. By 1918 his faming activities

had so grown that it was necessary for him to purchase a larger

to greater advantage

sold the farm that

another farm for

farm, for his capital could oe invested

in the larger enterprise. He therefore

he had developed for $19,000 and bought
2.

$28,000.

 . - . n 1017 nn- 7-8.
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By 1919, according to the estimates of the Jewish

Agricultural and Industrial Aid Society there were 7,000

Jewish farmers in the United States, with a possible figure

of 19,000. "There is not a state in the Union where there \

are not Jewish farmers."' ’ in New Jersey and Connecticut a-

lone "today there are 1,000,000 acres valued at $50,000,000
2.

with an equipment aggregate of $10,000,000."

1920 was not so active a year as the previous ones

had been. The activities of the Society broadened during that

year to a degree. In 1920 there were a number of tailors,

storekeepers, carpenters, merchants, and machinists, who pur­

chased land through the Society upon which they were going to

engage actively in agriculture as a change from the profession
3.

or labor in which they had worked before this time.

1921 was the most critical year in the history of

American farming. The critical condition i>n thit year was a

reslut of the serious economic depression that had started in

1920 as an aftermath of the War. Because of the constant

demands upon the farmers from all sources to plant heavily

and to increase their production as much as possible, many of

them had plunged into debt. They had foreseen a period of ex­
panding Markets which did^come about. Their expansion had

been made with an inflated dollar, so that when the crash

came they lost heavily. The situation was so serious in 1921

1. J.A.I.A.S. Report, 1919, pp. 7-8.
3* jfeBrew Standard, January 7, 1921.
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for national agriculture that Secretary of Agriculture Wallace,

under the direction of the President, summoned a national

conference to consider the situation. Despite the national

difficulties which agriculture found itself in the Jews were

not hit very hard. This was proof positive, according to the

Jewish Agricultural and Industrial Aid Society that Jewish

agriculture in the United States was finally on a smind basis.

"...The progress of the Jew as a fanner in
America is phenomenal. Twenty years ago there
were 216 Jewish farmers. Today there are 10,000
and there is not a state in the Union part of
whose acreage is not plowed by Jewish hands.
From the 12,000 acres owned by your members, (re­
ferring to the members of the Jewish Agricultur­
al and Industrial Aid Society) two decades ago
you may well be proud of your holdings aggregat­
ing as they do well-nigh 1,000,000 acres valued
at $50,000,000 and in addition an equipment of
probably <s>10,000,000. The number of Jewish farm­
ers is important to the gehtile communities as
protff that Jews are2not all either peddlers or
multimillionaires.”

The only part of the United Stajes where the Jewish

farmers suffered badly in this year was in the west. There

were some of them who had still not leanned the necessity of

crop diversification and the failure of the grain Market, grain

being their principal crop, all but ruined them.

From the first mention of the Jewish Agricultural

and industrial Aid Society up to 1921 we have referred to this

organization by its long name. In 1921 the name of th^is

society was changed to the Jewish Agricultural Society, Inc.

1. J.A.I.A.S. Report, 1921, p. 5.
2. Hebrew Standard, January 7, 1921
3. J.A.X7A.S* Report, 1921, p. 9.
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The explanation of the change as reported in the organisation's

bulletin follows:

. ...Industrial features having gradualivgiven way to our agricultural wor^ we feel that
our name would more accurately reflect the nat“f® °T°? if the word ’industrial’
or ie do^not^? ’aid’ implies eleemosynary fav-
°r? not disPense alms. Our aid does not
ta^e the form of charitable doles, but is extend­
ed on a business basis that any self-respecting
man can accept without the sacrifice of prestige
or dignity. We felt, therefore, that the elim­
ination of ’aid( from our title would raise the
standing of our clients both in their own eyes
and in the estimation of others, and vrould put our
dealings with them on a higher plane.

’’Another change in our organization is the
enlargement of our directorate from seven to nine
members. Our work is of such a nature and pre­
sents problems in such number and of such variety
that it was deemed wise to give them the benefit j
of the study and deliberation of a larger board." ’

We shall refer to the Society from now as as the

Jewish Agricultural Society, or simply as the J.A.S.

In 1922 the fortunes of the American farmers were

at a low ebb. Due to the poor harvest of the previous year

end the profitless expansion that had made the situation of

the faT-mers very bad, the outlook in the United States for a

returned prosperity in agriculture was dark indeed. In ad­

dition to the effects of the depression which had gripped the

entire nation after the War there were things inherently

wrong in the American agricultural system as it had been car­

ried on in the early twenties. Methods of farming were not

scientific, non were thjf financing or marketing systems. Over­

lapping, unnecessary expenditures, and other wastes, of both

1. J.A.S. Report, 1922, p. 8.
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money and time caused the period to be one in which the

farmer suffered damage that would take a long time to repair.

But both Government and private organisations took an active

interest in the situation and slowly prices began to advance

again, credit became easier, and Interest rates were lower-

ed. Thus the conditions were made easier for the farmers and

they were given a chance to regain their security of but a

few years previous.

By 1922 there were 75,000 Jewish immigrants and their

families tilling the soil of the United States. They were

farming on about 1,000,000 acres of land that was valued at

approximately $100,000,000 along with the equipment that was

in use. Despite general agricultural conditions being bad,

the Jewish Agricultural Society was appealed to in that year

by 1,160 families who wanted to turn to agriculture from their

commercial life. Of this number only 104 persons completed

the purchase of farms for they were all very carefully con­

sidered by the J.A.S. before assistance was granted. In ad-.

dition to the assistance given to these men the Society also

made loans to 34 other postential farmers. The other men who

were interested in farming as a profession but who could nog

he helped by the Society were given advice by^the agents of

the organization toward achieving their goal.

The J.A.S. commented on the economic situation of

in the country as affecting the Jew in the United States as 

1. J.A.S. B&gort, 1922, p. 7 ff.
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follows:

iprs Php&r^^-
has accustomed, him to a bitter strugglZ for exis-

is.^ust this familiarity with the stern
realities of life that has enabled the Jewish far­
mer to pull through these trying times,"1»

In 1922 an addition was made to the first Yiddish

Agricultural text book ever published which had been brought

out in 1921. This addition was a treatise on the diseases 

of domestic animals written by Benjamin C. Stone, the direct­

or of the extension activities of the Jewish Agricultural So -
2.

city, which had published the first book, in 1921.

In 1923 farm conditions began to ipprove slightly 

and the farmers found more ready markets for the goods that

they were producing than they had been able to find before

this time. Nevertheless the three years of depression had

left their scars on the position of the American Jew in agri­

cutlure. No longer was the Jew so solidly settled even in dis­

tricts which he had strongly intrenched himself in. A pro­

nounced drift away from the farm had begun to take place be­

cause of the general discontent among the farmers who had

struggled for such a long time with so little to show for their

efforts and the money which they had expended on their farms.

As we have indicated before, the children of the farmers were

1. J.A.S. Report, 1922, p. 7 ff.
2. J.A.S. Report, 1922, p. 6.
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often the first to leave for the city/’

In our history of the Jewish Agricultural Society

we have dealt mainly with the Society's activities in lending

money to needy Jewish farmers. The necessity of there being

an organization which would act as a lending agent for farm­

ers who could only get third, fourth, or fifth mortgages was

apparent. The fact was recognized by the federal government

which realized the importance of their being more money

available to farmers for reinvestment in their land. A

farm is not judges by the amount of produce so much as by the

equipment which the farmer uses. One can tell the prosperity

of a faimer by his farm implements, his stock, and his home.

To run a successful farm it is necessary to improve constantly

The Jewish farmers were able to do this because the J.A.S. was

ready to loan money on security that no bank or private indi­

vidual would dare to risk money on. In addition to sav­

ing a man’s land through lending money otherwise unavailable

to him the J.A.S. made it possible for many men to put necess­

ary improvements on their land at a nominal rate of interest.

Thus the making of loans were easily the most important single

activity of the Jewish Agricultural Society.

But there were other interests of the Society which

in some ways eclipsed the importance of loans. One of these

was the cooperation given to prospective farmers in their j
search for available land. We have noted that in many in­

J.A.S. Report,
~ " Reoort.

1923, p. 5.
1925, pp. 9-16.
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stances Jewish farnel.s „ere defrauded „y hlgh

dened by other neans In their efforts to secure for thenselves

good land upon which to farm. The Jewish Agricultural Society

maintained a staff or men who were capable of Judging faun

land in almost any area. One of their Jobs was the assistance

of any man who wished to go into farming by accompanying him

when he went out to look at land that was on the market. By

supervision of purchases of land the J.A.S. was able to in­

sure the Jewish farmer, new to the profession, of a fair start

on land land that was at least reasonably productive and upon
1.

which successful crops had been raised in the past.

Sanitary conditions are always a problem on a faun.

They were even more of a problem during the airly twenties when

some of the farms of a district were modernized while others

were left unimproved. Because of the unimproved farms all of

the farms in the area suffered since sanitary improvement maat

be general to be effective. The Jewish Agricultural Society

made constant inspections along the lines of keeping farms

sanitary. They were frequently looked to by both state and

municipal governments for their assistance in clearing up a

particularly bad area where insanitation was causing disease

and discomfort as well. The Society made a great many in­

vestigations and wrote many comprehensive reports on their

findings. In one year over 700 investigations were not un-
2.

common.

1. J.A.S. Report, 1925, pp. 9-16.
2. Ibid.
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Another department of the J.A.S. was the so-oalled

extension department. This department offered advice as to

crops to plant and methods of harvestins the. most effect­

ively. Farm management was planned by this department for

the individual fatmer. It was a frequent occurrence for the I

farmer to be faced with production problems—what to produce

on his farm, and what not to produce. The J.A.S. worked on

this problem in New York, Connecticut, and New Jersey. Through

the recommendations of the Extension Deaprtment of the J.A.S.

introductions of caulifower, Vegetables, and fruit were made

by farmers that had not been interested in such items previous­

ly. Strong efforts were made by the Society to eliminate

tjibercular cows. Poultry farms were set up with the result

that "a Jewish poultry faimer near Kingston, Nav York, was a-

wareded first prize at the county fair. His stock also won

one of the highest prizes at the State Exhibition”. Explo­

sives were introduced by the Society to aid the farmers in

clearing their land. Spraying machines Terre purchased cooper­

atively to be used to protect the fruit trees in the areas

which required spraying.

Educational efforts were made by the J.A.S. through

the publication of The Jewish Farmer, a magazine printed

partly in Yiddish, and partly in English which offered the

farmers instruction in the most approved modern methods of

agriculture. The first number of this magazine appeared in

1. J.A.S. Report, pp. 8-9.
2. Ibid.
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May, 1908. The aim of the magazine as stated by its publish­

ers was to .provide for the non-English reading Jewish

farmer expert advice on agricultural subjects not otherwise

available to him; to supply him with a publication to which

he can turn for sympathy and encouragement; to furnish him with

a medium for the expression of his feelings and aspirations;

and to bring him inspiration through keeping him in touch

with his fellow tillers of the soil".

The Purhhasing Bureau which was set up by the J.A.S.

was also a valuable addition to the acitivities of the Soci­

ety. By the ability of this Bureau to purchase supplies in

great quantities money, was saved, for the Jewish farmers. They

were able to buy directly from the Bureau at the cost that the
2.

cooperative organization paid for the goods originally.

An Agricultural Night School was established in the /

fall of 1924. It served as a medium for the giving of lec­

tures and of class room instruction to farmers who desired such

information. In addition to the formal class room in struction,

trips were taken by the classes to various successful farms

in the neighborhood to observe the farm methods that were in

use. Trips were also made to the Madison Square Garden Poul­

try Show and to the New York Institute of Applied Agriculture
3.

at Farmingdale, Long Island.
Free scholarships were instituted by the Society in

1.
2.
3.

1908, pp.
>, pp. 9-16

27-32

Ibid.
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1908 to interest the children or l„lsh farMrs ln ln Mntin.

uing in the profession of their parents. lhe scholarships

were to provide the means for implanting within the child­

ren the necessary love of the soil to keep them on the land.

They would also serve the main purpose of supplying the

information for the successful carrying on of farm activity.

Theses scholarships were given to the young men and women for

the short courses in the agricultural schools which were given

during the winter so that as little time as necessary would

be missed from farm work. The courses usually lasted from

six to twelve weeks.

The Society also maintained a Farm Labor Bureay

whose function it was to secure positions for Jewish young man

as Harm hands throughout the United States. The theory be­

hind the organization was not only the importance of finding

jobs for refugees who would otherwise have gone unemployed.

Probably the most important feature of the work of the Bur- j

eau was the experience given to the young men in preparation

for owning farms of their own. While farm hands never made

much money they did not have many expenses either. Since the

young men were out of the city where there were not many op­

portunities for them to use their money they managed to save

substantial amounts with which some of them purchased their
2.

own farms.
Naturalization classes were also held by the J.A.S.

1. J.A.S. Report, 1925, pp. 9-16.
2, AmericemJawish Yearbook, 56 73, pp. 68-72.
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The organization did all that if +tui mat it could to encourage early
naturalization on the part'of its protegees/’

The Jewish Agricultural Society also had branch

offices through which it worked. These were located in

Allenville, New York, Philadelphia, Chicago, and New York

®ity. The J.A.&. cooperated with the following agencies:

Council of Jewish 'Women, United Synagogues of America, Nation­

al Farm School, The United States Department of Agriculture,

and the various state departments of agriculture whereever
2.

there were any number of Jewish farmers.

1925 was a fairly good year for American agriculture.

So far as Jewish farmers were concerned they too were success­

ful. The period of depression after the war was passing and

things were beginning to pick up in industry with coresponding
3.

climbs in food consumption.

1926 was a year of considerable activity for the

Jewish Agricultural Society. During the year 1,718 farm vi­

sits were made by representatives of the organization and

ofrer one hundred meetings were held at the Society headquar­

ters. The sanitation department was particularly busy that

year with 789 investigations in New Jersey, New York, Cinnect-
4.

icut, and Massachusetts.

The Farm Labor Bureau found positions for 588 men

during the year. Since 1908 the Bureau had placed 15,510 men

1. J.A.S. Report,
2. J.A.S. Report,
3. J.A.S. Report,
4. J.A.S. Report,

1925, pp. 9-16.
1925, pp. 13-15.
pp. 1-2. (1925)
1926, p. 17.
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in 3S different states. One-haW of the men were experienced

being wither farm-sohool or university graduates, or having

spent time on farms before. By 1925 there was already a pre- !

dominantly native element in the men being placed, since many !

of the immigrant fanners' children were ready to go out on

farms towork.

1926 was a year in which the work of the J.A.S. was

curtailed from necessity. From 1900 to 1915 the Society had

been the recipient of funds from the Jewish Colonization Asso­

ciation and the Baron de Hirsch Fund. Upon the outbreak of

the World War the J.C.A. stopped its contributions to the

Society. The previous purpose of the money which had been

given the J.A.S. by the Jewish Colonization Association was

to establish a revolving fund that was to be used particularly

for lending purposes and for nothing more. Suring the course

of years the fund was built up considerably but when contri-

bitions on the part of the Jewish Colonization Association ceaeed

naturally loans could not be made in the same amount without

decreasing the principal. Nevertheless 1926 was a year of

great activity for the Society. Over 800 applications were

made for loans during the year resulting in settlement loans

of over $50,000. The farms purchased by the farmers whom the

Society had helped were fairly expensive, averaging about

$6,570 per farm. The average capitals of the families who

settled was $3,554, of which they made a downpayment on their

farm og about $2,400. Settlement was therefore being carried

1. J.A.S. Beport, 1926, pp. 9-11.
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[ on on a higher scale with the greater part of money being a-

! variable on the part of the prospective settler. This en-

| able<1 the Jewish ^cultural Society to aid more families

/ and to settle more on the land. The change in farmers from /

poor to middle class people was significant for it showed that

' there were people who were going into agriculture who had

i been more successful in other professions than the average,

and yet were changing their means of livelihood because they

preferred farm life. No er), of them were encouraged by high-

pressure societies to go on the land. Thus, a higher type of
1.

individual began to enter farm work.

On the whole the new farmers found favorable con­

ditions when they began to farm. Most of them were engaged

in truck gardening and poultry raising. Someof the poultry

farmers were able to raise feed for their flocks. Both they

and the truck gardeners were successful in finding markets for

their products. "One man in his first year is making §70 to

$80 a week from his poultry farm's eggs."

In 1927 the Baron de Hirsch Fund revised its bud-

| get to enable annual payments to be made to the Jewish Agri­

cultural Society for the next three years. This was done in

order to increase the loaning power of the J.A.S. The loaning

power was increased about 30% by the change as well as by a

I rise in the interest rates charged by the Society from 5% to

6%. Loans continued to be the greatest part of the SocietySs

1. J.A.S. Report, 1926, pp. 6-9.
2. J.A.S. Report, 1926, p. 27.
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function so far as the

That this function was

following statement of

American Jewish farmer was concerned,

important we may recognize from the

the United States Government;
• •.there isfor qeonrui a ^row^nS need and demand

ior second mortgage credit which has not vet
teen adequately met. Farming is by nature
of^fSds83 Sat CTn absorb a instant inflow
°Lf nda- There 13 an improvement,a
new machine, a repair, an addition to stock
a replacement of worn out equipment to use
up farmers’ money. The most successful farm­
er may be the one who is shortest of ready
cash. Thus the Society makes not only second
mortgage loans, but loans on third, fourth,
fifth, and even sixth mortgages,ion chattel
mortgages, and unsecured notes." *

1927 was the most important year for loans in the

history of the Jewish Agricultural Society fir in that year

more farmers were reached than ever before. In all, forty

states were touched in some way by the money loaned out by

the Society. Collections were also larger than in any pre­

vious year. 1927 was a successful year from the point of
2.

view of the Society.

In addition to its loans during the year the J.A.S.

examined farm and building contracts as well as the purchase

of machinery in order to determine that the farmers were get­

ting full value for what they were paying. The Society helped

in the filling-out of applications to Federal Land Banks.

They advised on all legal matters having to do with farms in

any way. They made investigations and kept track of fire in­

surance policies for the farmers in whom they were interested

1 J.A.S. Report, 1927, pp. 10-17.
2: ibid.
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as well as carrying on a host of minor functions.1’

°ne of the most perplexing problems that faced

fanners during their lives on their farms was the difficulty

they had in procuring fire Insurance. Insurance was hard for

they to get because of the absence of a fire code governing

farming communities, and also because of inadequate flre-fight-

ing appartus. To remedy this deficiency the Jewish Agricul­

tural Society aided in the formation of cooperative fire in­

surance companies. The first company was organized around

1912 in the mountain district of New York state. By 1927 there

were five such companies carrying almost $13,000,000 worth of

outstanding insurance for farmers of the area. Thus the need

was met privately and with less expense than there would have
2.

been had the private companies taken the insurance.

In addition to the cooperative fire insurance companies

fostered by the Jewish Agricultural Society, there were other

cooperative organizations that met with great popularity and

with good success. There were cooperative poultrymen’s asso­

ciations in Woodbine, New Jersey. There were cooperative

buying and selling organizations in Toms River, New Jersey.

These organizations also existed in New York, and were scatter­

ed throughout the other sections of the country.

"In 1927 the desire of farmers to locate near large

cities became more marked. This increased the amount of money * *

1.
2.
3.

J.A.S. Report, 1927, p.
J.A.S, Report, 1927, p.
J.A.S. Report, 1927, p.

17.
18.
20.
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that was neoessaty for the purchase of a farm. On the other

hand, farmers who lived near large cities always had markets

for their produce and some of them were able to hold jobs

in the city as well as to carry on a fairly large production

on their farms.

In 1927 farming was definitely on the upgrade.

More fruits and cereals were being consumed than at any pre­

vious time. Eggs and milk had also reached peaks that were

heretofore regarded as being unscaleable. The year was one

of the liveliest in the entire history of the Jewish Agricul­

tural Society for the interest of the Jews had become more

intense than in any year up to that time. In 1927 there were

30,000 people who were contacted by the Society in one way or
2.

another.

1928 was also a boom year for the Society with con­

ditions continuing much as they had in the previous year.

We have nothing new to record for this year. All industry was

progressing rapidly with expansion everywhere. In 1929 the

Farm Employment Bureau had filled nearly 17,000 positions in

32 states. In that year there were 80,000 Jewish farmers as

compared with 1,000 thirty years before. "From two or three

eastern states the movement has spread to practically every

state in the Union. The area under Jewish operation approx-
3 •

imates 1,000,000 acres."

1.
2.
3.

J.A.S. Report, 1927, p.
J.A.S. Report, 1927, p.
J.A.S. Report, 1927, pp

20.
7.
5-7.
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But times had changed radically by 1930. No longer

was the fever of expansion in the air. Business was at a very

low point, unemployment was mounting, and the dmand for farm

products had slumped. In addition to the disasters that had

already overtaken the fanners drought came in 1930 to last for

several years and to curtail their earning power even more.

Farm commodities slumped to the lowest points in fifteen years.

The national farm income was the lowest since 1921. Suffering

was rife in all sections of the country. There was no section

of agriculture theit was exempt from the decline in prices.

Foreclosures increased, forced sales were many, bankruptcies

— stood at several times the prewar figure. The Jewish Agricul­

tural Society’s figure of being able to lower the amount of

money advanced in loans was necessarily changed. A more li­

beral policy was adapted. Many of the Jewish farmers were

forced to curtail their activities and some to leave farming
1.

altogether.
1931 was not much better. The economic position of

the American farmer did not improve. The need for the services

of the Jewish Agricultural Society had increased and the or­

ganization gave of its capital generously. It was a time of

This was necessary if any at-

farmer who had been on the

and needed help to maintain

2. J.A.S. Report,

emergency and of free spending.

tempt was to be made to save the

soil but a relatively short time
2.

himself and his family*

1. J.A.S. Report, 1930, p. 5.
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Gross farm income in 1932 had dropped to the lowest

level in twenty years, some farm crops hit new lows in prices

that had never been recorded before. Farm values continued

to be deflated and the number of farm mortgages resumed their

climb which had started in October, 1929, with the resounding

crash of the stock market. Farm tenancy, an alarming index

to farm prosperity, increased. Foreclosures were more numerous

than in any period in history. There was no seetion of the

country that was immune to deplorable conditions and no branch

of farming that was exempt from the haunting failures that

plagued the farmer at this time. '.Nevertheless, despite the

bad agricultural conditions, farm population in the United

States was on the increase. In 1930, 1,392,000 people moved

from cities to farms. An even larger number made the transfer

in 1931 and 1932. Their number overbalanced the number who

were moving from farm to city. Interest in agriculture was

greatly stimulated during this period. Jews began to take an

interest in farming all over again in the 1930’s which they

following statements from

rather significant in their

”0 # ,we believe that there
Jews on farms and that this is
place them there. T'""+ T>r

had not shown up to that time. The

the Jewish Agricultural Society are

is room for more
jews oxi x — — ------------ . opportunity to
place them there. That requires money. Our own
funds are limited and farmers already establish­
ed mast be given priority....The removal to the
farm of large numbers of impoverished Jews is,

time being , an impossible undertaking.
Ther^is little likelihood that the vast sums of
monev needed for mass transplantation can be
raised at this time. For the present we must con-
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”hl-he * maiviauais

During this period of enthusiasm on the part of the -

Jews for their return to the land there was a great deal of

work done by the Jewish Agricultural Society in combatting

fraud. The Society was constantly on the lookout for advertise­

ments which might dupe or mislead people. Those who made

false offers were exposed and newspapers were influenced not

to accept their adevrtising copy. Yiddish papers were the main

offenders and were the ones which were principally dealt with

by the Society. One of the favorite means of swindling was

to state the area of land in square feet instead of acres and

so to arrive at a great figure of area of land which sounded

huge but which really wasn’t. People were impressed by the

large figure and thought there was a large tract of land com­

ing to them. 40,000 square feet sounds like a lot of land,

but it is really less than an acre which is not very much to

farm on. This was the sort of thing that the advertisements

were doing and which was stopped by the J.A.S. insofar as they
2.

were able to do so.
In 1932 additional farmers’ cooperatives were formed

in Connecticut and in Toms River, Perrineville, Hightstown,
3.

and Bound brook in New Jersey.
Ruppin, in his Jews -in the Modern World, estimated

that there were 15,000 families or 100,000 persons engaged in

1. J.A.S. Report, 1932, p. 11.
2. J.A.S. Report, 1932, p. 13.
3. J.A.S. Report, 1932, p. 18.



-574-

agriculture among the Jews in 1932.1‘

In 1933 agricultural developments took place which

wii; forever mark that year as one of the most important in

the history of American agriculture. Legislation was passed

which was destined to have a far reaching effect on the con­

dition of the American farmers and on the future of American

agriculture. A new and disturbing farm philesophy was evolved

which was bound to work tremendous changes in the economic and

social structure of American life. We have not time to re­

view the work of the Reconstruction Finance Corporation, the

Agricultural Adjustment Act, or the Faxm Credit Administration

in relation to the farmers of the United States. Indeed, inso­

far as Jewish farmers were concerned the new federal develop­

ments did not have much effect. Most of the Jewish farmers

were not engaged in the planting of staple crops. Their crops

■were luxuries that were being underconsumed by the population

of the United States because of their lack of money. The ef­

forts of the Jewish Agricultural Society during 1933 were

largely directed to keeping intact the Jewish farmers who were

on their farms. It was important that the land which had been

developed at such sost should not be lost. The Society was

forced to practice rigid economy in its offices because of the

loss of much money in outstanding loans. But the year 1933

was the first since 1929 that did not show a deficit at its

2.
elose. 1 2

1. The Jew in Modern World,
by Arthur R^uppTn? PP* 1 /
2. J.A.S. Report, 1953, p.

MacMillan Co., London, 1934.,
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In 1934 an interesting study was made by the J.A.S.

By covering a cross seetion of farmers in seventeen states it

was discovered that although farm conditions were anything

but favorable 90% of the farmers questioned preferred to re­

main on their farms rather than leave th® for the cities e-

ven though they were living under Unfavorable conditions. Des­

pite the rigour which had afflicted the lives of the farmers

during the years since 1929 there was no mass exodus from the

farms at any time during that period. The Jews were deter­

mined to remain on the land and to keep their roots in the

soil. Relatively fewer faims were abandoned by Jews than by I

non-Jews during the period of the depression because a large/

proportion of the Jewish farmers were located near the large'

cities and/^'lose to their potential markets. Another advan--

iage in being located near cities was the possibility for work

occasionally in the city when there was an off season on th£
1.

farm.
In 1935 things began to advance slightly over the

whole American farm scene. Agricultural prices began to rise

due to the efforts in that direction which were made by the

federal government. The gross farm income of 1935, though

been for several years, was still far

Nevertheless, the year^brought a

■many American farmers.

much better than it had

off from that of 1929.

definite improvement to

1. Z.A.S. Report, 1934,
~ -r . ~ 1935.
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In 1936 the upward trend in agriculture continued

with the highest gross income for farmers in six years being

reached. This was despite a none too encouraging agricul­

tural situation throughout the nation because of floods, drought,

dust-storms, and other major and minor catastrophes which left

their mark on the agriculture of many sections of the country.

The Jewish farmers were not much troubled with such problems

since they did not live in the areas which were generally in

difficulties, and also because many of them were practicing a

type of agriculture that was not affected by drought or flood.

This was, of course, poultry farming. As we have mentioned

previously there were few Jewish farmers located in the areas

in the west where all the trouble took place, i'he Jews had

never gotten a real foothold in the growth of staple crops,

and, perhaps fortunately, were not concerned with them. The

picture of the future of Jewish as well as non-Jewish agri­

culture in the United States seemed to grow brighter this
1.

year.
1937 passed much as 1936. The summer was not a good

one so far as agricultural conditions were concerned. Never­

theless business in general improved during the year and

naturally agriculture felt the effects of the improvement. The

upward trend continued and became more apparent than ever be­

fore. Interest was reawakening in agriculture throughout the

country among the Jewish populations, and people were beginning

1. J.A.S. Report, 1936, p. 5.
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to want to return to farms as they tea in previous years.

Antl-semltlsn also played an Important part In the role or

a persuader to force the Jews back Into agriculture. Ihe

refugee problem which we shall discuss at length elsehwre

also figured at this time.

During 1938 the work of the J.A.S. continued to go
ahead. <It emphasized during the year the importance of the

return of the Jew to the land as a means of decentralizing

the urban populations and thus decreasing the chances fbr
anti-Semitism. ’While we may not agree with the logic behind

the beliefs of the J.A.S. it is noteworthy that 96% of all

the Jews whom the Society place d on the land from 1932 to 1938

remained in the country. They did not all stay in agriculture,

however. Some of them being not well-satisfied with the type

of life that living on a farm entailed sold their holdings and

went into business in the small town near which they had lo­

cated their farms originally. This was yrue of the children

of the faimers who in many cases were disatisfied to remain

on the farm land of their parents and who went into profes­

sions in the nearby small towns. The Society was gratified

with this result, feeling that any means of keeping central­

ization away from the large areas of settlement was worth
1.1

while. _J
Loan work of the Society kept on. Loans were some­

what limited by the decline in capital because of the non-pay-

1. J.A.S. 1938, PP 13-14, Report.
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meat of loans outstanding for a long tine which had to be

classified as bad debts. One of the >nost pressing bits of

work that the Society had to do was inconnectlon with the

damage done by the hurricane on the Atlantic coast during the

early fall og 1938. Much less attention has been given to

the damage done by this storm that it merited for it occurres

at the time that the Munich crisis was holding the attention

of tne readers of the newspapers. Crops were not the only

items affeted---- the far more important ones being livestock

and buildings which were almost completely destroyed in the

immediate regional range of the hurricane.

The remainder of the Society’s activities went on

as usual. The Farm Sanitation department was quite success­

ful in the exhibits it set up and in the general way it oper­

ated. The Farm Employment Bureau was also active. Farmers’

Cooperatives were encouraged. Advice was freely given to many

prospective farmers seeking information about favorable areas

in which to settle. The year was a successful one for the

Society, and one which pointed toward a better future in agri­

culture for the Jew because of openings which were being made
1.

all along the way.
By 1938 the Jewish farmers in the United States had

achieved a certain amount of prestige due to their effective

participation in certain branches of farming which they had

made particularly satisfactory for themselves. In 1938 the

1. J.A.S. Report, 1938, pp. 24-28.
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"Hen of the Year" was a bird bred by Irving Render, a Jewish

poultry farmer. On President Roosevelt'S Georgia ram a

stand of Cossack alfalfa which he termed as ''perfect" was

grown from seea purchased from a Jewish seedsman. The Presl-

dent of the Massachusetts State Federation of Poultry Asso­

ciations was a Jew. There were 100,000 Jewish farmers in the

United States at the time.

"Jewish farmers differ from others partly
by way of religion. Although they engage in
many forms of agriculture (but chiefly poultry
and truck farming) they tend to live in groups;
for Jewish dietary laws and ritual practices are
hard to fulfill in isolation, and ten Jewish men
are the smallest permissible group for public
worship."**

We hafe seen so far only a very general picture of

the history of the Jew in agriculture from 1914 to the present.

We shall next take up the states where Jews are now living as

farmers individually to examine their more recent history at

closer range. After this examination we shall perhaps be able

to make some summary of the present situation and position of

the Jew in agriculture in the United States today.

EBY YORK

After the beginnings that were necessarily of an

experimental nature and unsuccessful in many of the attempts,

agricultural activity headed toward stablization and security

1. Time, March 14, 1938, pp. 68-69.
2. Ibid.
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so rar as the Jewish farmers were concerned, when the first

few years of trials and errors had been made, and the exper­

ience necessary for an intelligent conduct of agricultural

affairs gained, the Jewish farmer was able to carry on his

work with an attitude of savoir fairs, replacing the naivete

with which he entered into this new profession.

tfe have already noted trends in New York State

toward and away from boarding house keeping and the running

of summer resorts, >7e make such a seemingly mixed remqrk in­

tentionally, for this was just the case. In years when board­

ers were a profitable investment and the season was long, Jew­

ish farmers plunged into the work with enthusiasm despite

the advice of the Jewish Agricultural Society and against the

experience of other farmers who had been resort keepers in

previous years, but after they had their fingers burned a few

times with a bad season or two, the farmers realized that the

only way in which they could be truly successful was to en­

gage in a diversified agriculture with less accent on the

boarding side of the venture. There were, however, some sum­

mers which were had for both farming and for the summer resort

business. Such a summer was 1915.
In 1915 the wet, cool summer along with the indust-

rial depression that characterised the year ruined both the

boarding house business and the raisins of crops. Because

there were gew people who had the money to come to summer re­

sorts, which were dependent on the trade of the lower middle
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exass, there was no market tor such term produce ae was able

to get through the summer without damage, ms for0ed the

Jewish farmers of New York to consider new methods of farming

as well as new crops which would not be affected so seriously

by the vagaries of the weather.

As an answer to the problem, of what farm products

to concentrate on, the Jewish farmers began to go more heavily

into the dairying business. In addition to the enlarged in­

terest in dairying at this time, there also began to be no­

ticeable intensification of the ppultry business and in mar­

ket gardening ventures which were becoming more profitable
2. i

during the period. i

ULSTER AND SULLIVAN COUNTIES

At the same time that we take an attitude of disfavor

toward the engagement of the Jew in the risky business of carry­

ing on a summer resort business we must admit that certain |

parts of the country were more ideally suited for such activi­

ties than for any other. From an aesthetic viewpoint the dis­

trict around Ulster and Sullivan, Nw York, was better fitted

for summer resort keeping than for anything else. The land­

scape was beautiful. ' The climate was invigorating and health­

ful. Not being a very great distance from the great metro-

York with its millions all desirous of

1915, p. 12.
1916, p. 8.

__________________ ______________ ;

politan center of New

1. J.A.I.A.S. Report,
2. J.A.I.A.S. Report,
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or getting away from the hot olty for th<s summer, the ln

Sullivan ana Ulster counties was naturally adapted to be the

site for many summer resorts.

In converse , the area was not well-fitted for

farming. We have already noted that the soil in many places

was stony, the growing season was short, and precipitation

unevenly distributed in the area. Since the towns and villages

in the locality were small and markets were poor, the farmers

were more oi less forced into the boarding business, at least

until transportation facilities could be improved enough to

make the cities within easy access of their farms.

Many a Jew came into the area with a genuine desire

to become a farmer and with no intentions of going into any

other activities to make a living. Coming with little capital

he dissipated what little he had by overpaying for the land

which he purchased. Too often unscupulous salesmen would point

out to him that land cost $1,000 a foot in New York but only

$1,000 an acre in the area in which he was going to purchase.

The sal esmen neglected to state that the sidewalks of New York

were just as likely to grow vegetables as some of the land

which they sold to the Jewish farmers who came into the area

knowing about agriculture the sum total of nothing and trust­

ing to good fortune that they would make a success.

After the Jew came on the land he observed, after a

while, that his small plot of ground was unprofitable, and that

1. J.A.I.A.S. Refiort. 1920 ■ °-42-4
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while his neighbor did not manage to grow much either, he at

least made a fair living from the geeping of boarders in the

beautiful district which had so impressed the Jew when he

first saw the hills covered with leafy greenery. Since he

needed some money to buy feed for the few cattle to which he

.sacrificed some of his small capital in purchasing and in care,

in order to keep them through the winter, he imitated his

Gentile neighbor and went into the resort business himself.

Ignorant of the handling of cattle, and of the sceintifio

method of agriculture, he soon possessed a few'acres of de­

teriorated land that was worth only a fraction of what he had

paid for it. The land was excess and waste since it was not
1.

used at all for farming purposes.

One of the great differences between the Jewish farm­

ers and the Gentile agriculturists in the neighbor of Ulster

and Sullivan, and for that matter in the entire state of New

York and in portions of Connecticut and Massachusetts, was

the difference between the investor and the speculator. The

Gentile farmers,interested in establishing a home for themselves

and their children on the land, took better care of their hold­

ings. The Gentile xepected his children to continue on his

land when he was no longer able to work it. The Jewish farmer,

however, was sick of the drudgery he had been forced into in

the city and saw in the farm a chance to escape from the life

which he disliked so heartily. He also saw in the farm a

good method of making money, for he knew that there ware al-

1, Survey, December 25, 1920, p. 460,
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ways others to whom ho ecu!a sell his lMa If he tired or It.

As for hie ohlllren—less than 10% of ths ycung men and women

over eighteen remained dm the farm. *

Thus the Jewish farmer was not contributing to a

permanent agriculture. As to cooperative farming carried on
in New York by Jews:

"?^eJ.^aw^ers and tlle authorities generally
ershin^nf*^ is Practically no farm the own­
ership of which is entirely unencumbered. The
cooperative ownership of farijs has proven univer­
sally a failure. The projects stary on a basis
that is not financially sound; the farmers'
moral deserts rather than his pecuniary position
are considered."^* " ’

There were not many cooperative agricultural ventures

carried on in this section since most of the. Jewish farmers

were working the land in a way that was strictly individual

and would admit of no help.

Up to about 1923 the general condition of the Jews

in Ulster and Sullivan counties, New York, was not bad and

not good. They were getting along, with some outside help,

but were not making any great strides in agricultural progress

one way or the other. As we have noted in our history of their

activities up to 1914 their land changed hands frequently and

they were not stabilized in their efforts to engage in p prac­

tical agriculture. After the War, and the two or three years

of disturbed industrial conditions, with their effect on the

farmers, events began to shape themselves for the Jewish farmers 

1. Survey, December 25, 1920, p. 460,
2. Ibid
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in none definite agricultural patterns than before.

Around 19SS greater agricultural activity began to

be noticed in the mountains of Sulu™ and Ulster counties.

The farmers began to realise that they had to diversify their

methods if they were to make any success in their ventures.

They began to rebuild barns and poultry houses that had long

been out of active use. Milk houses and silos were constructed

by them to take care of their new agricultural ventures. The

use of fertilizer was employed, more widely than before and

farmers were able to plow more land, for with fertilizer they

were assured of a better and a more saleable crop. More and

more seed was purchased for planting and more land was plowed.

Expansion was taking place and the boarding house business
1.

was slowly becoming less important.

One of the most important factors in the instituting

of the change was the building of new and improved roads in

the district which gave the farmers a chance to get their

crops to markets available in the large cities but never util­

ized before, because of poor transportation facilities. New

crops were experimented with and some of the experiments met

with success. In 1925 potatoes were sown by the farmers in

Ulster and Sullivan with good results. In that year cauli­

flower was made a profitable crop along with potatoes. In

the following year (l’*» field beans were experimented with
by the farmers and found to be effective as a cash crop. ’

1. J.A.S.
2. J.A.S.

Report,
Report,

1923, p.
1926, p.

44.
13.
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In 1927 the Ulster and Sullivan district became ■

crowded with Jewish farmers and new probits began to arise.

Sanitary conditions were improved among the Jews, ^tension

courses were given by the Jewish Agricultural Society which

was working in cooperation with the New Eork State College of

Agriculture in an attempt to raise the agricultural standards

in the state. Throughthe work of these two organizations there

were definite improvements noticeable in the position of the

Jewish farmers. Crop acreage became increased, livestock was

becoming a more important activity with results apparent in

the increased size of the herds of cattle. Larger herds wete

owned by the Jewish farmers in Ulster and Sullivan counties

and many of the unproductive farms were turned into poultry

plants which did not require good soil to be successful. In

addition to the new crops which we have spoken of above, the

Jewish farmers in the area began to grow mushrooms, to pro­

duce honey, keep sheep, and grow vegentables in more variety
1.

than before.
In 1927 the Jewish farmers had taken the lead in the

production of cauliflower on a large scale commercially. They

also began to grow, in areas which were favorable to their

culture, large acreages of sweet corn, lettuce, and other

truck gardening crops. The farmers who kept dairy herds also

began to grow their own forage and fodder. They instituted

the growth of alfalfa on a small scale and otherwise tried to

1. J.A.S. Report, 1927, PP. 26-29.



-587-

become independent of the. local feea dealers. The increase

in truck; gardening coding m 1927 mas largely iue t0 the

improved methods of transportation which were open to the

Jewish farmers at this time. They were able to get their crops

into the cities themselves and to sell directly to the consumer

in sorae instances by maintaining their own small stands. In

other cases/ they were able to sell to the large food termin­

als Instead of having to rely on a commission merchant to do

their selling for them. Some of than did their own trunking

which also cut down their expenses.

Thus conditions had tafcen a turn from the unsatis­

factory methods and practices of the Jewish farmers before

this year. The Jews engaged in agriculture were, in 1927,

rapidly coming to the fore as the leading exponents of the

particular type of agriculture in which they were engaged.

Jewish poultrymen began to receive prizes in state and local

contests. Some of them had cockerels which were considered

to be among the best in the state. Their entrance into cauli­

flower raising had met with great success and they were the

leading producers of the crop in the state. Their dairy herds

were being replaced with tuberculin tested cows and their

milk supply was being readily accepted in the cities just as

fast as they could pro dude it. In seme cases the Jewish far­

mers began to go in for registered stock among their cattle

which was the first time since they had gone into the area

that they were concerned with anything more than simply rais-

1. J.A.S. Report, 1927, p. 19.
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ing a crop. Conditions baa ohangea greatly by 1927 ana the

future looked nuoh brighter for the Je»lsh fsm„ than It haa

appeared up to that time. ‘

In the thirties, while the farner had been affected

to some degree by the depression, they went ahead with their

progressive steps. Farmers’ cooperatives became important and

seeds and plants were being purchased by the farmers at prices

below those which they paid at any other time. Their agri­

culture was on a sound basis at last in the counties of

Sullivan and Ulster, and has continued to be so to the present

time.

Nevertheless the boarding house business is still

carried on by the Jewish farmers (some of them) in Sullivan and

Ulster. It is on a slightly different basis today for the

farmers have learned the evils of not diversifying their crop.

Most of than who are at the present time conducting summer

boarding houses also have other activities which help them

along in case their boarding house season is cut short for one

reason or another. Thus, in Ulster and Sullivan counties we

may note the success of the Jews in agriculture and their

final emergence as fairly important figures in the production

of certain crops in the area.

Allenville:, in ulster county, is a good example of

the type of progress made in agriculture in Nm York state

I >■21-
3. Ibid.
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wxtb reference to the types of farming Whloh have consl-

dered in our brief history of the Jew In this state. The

first year of faming here we have already Included In our

general history of Sullivan and Ulster counties. Ellenville,

J aM itS neishborin6 towns with Jewish population of any

, great number-—Briggs Street and Greenfield, organized a

cooperative creamery association in 1916. The name of their

organization was The Jewish Farmers’ Cooperative Creamery

Association of Ulster County, New York. In 1916 the organ­

ization purchased three acres of land and erected an ice house.

Shortly afterwards they put up their own creamery. The Jews

in the area purchased shares in the dreamery for every cow thfrt

they owned. The creamery was organized through the efforts
1.

of the Federation of Jewish Farmers of America.

"Jacob H. Schiff subscribed for $1,000 worth
of stock in the First Farmers Savings and Loan
Association and presented this stock to the Feder­
ation of Jewish Banners of America. The First
Farmers Savings and Loan Association is the first
and thus far the only savings association among
farmers in New York State, which is organized un­
der the Land Bank of the State of New York. It
has a capital of its own of $15,000 and also re­
ceived $5,000 from the Land Bank, and its money is
invested in first mortgages oh farms m Sullivan
and Ulster counties." •

As we have mentioned in a general consideration of

the farmers of Sullivan and Ulster we brought out the fact that

in 1923 the Jewish farmers began to pay less attention to their

boarding house businesses and to devote more time to actual

farming. This was a direst result of the conditions of 1922

1. American Israelite, March 30, 1916.
2. Ibid.
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In 1928 the farms of Ellenville were described by­

Dr. Landman of the Jewish Agricultural Society in the follow-

which was one of the most critical in the history of Jewish

farming in that area. Unfavorable weather reduced the board­

ing season to about two weeks which severely crippled the

farmers' ability to get through the winter on their own re­

sources. Neither could they carry on other farming activities

which they had neglected for what they considered to be po­

tentially the more profitable, because of their complete lack

of capital. After that year the farmers realized that they

must practice crop diversification in order to be successful.

Therefore they began to put more emphasis on farming with the
1.

result which we have already seen.

1. J.A.S. Report, 1922, p. 65.
2. J.A.S. Report, 19R»>

ing manner:

"I saw all kinds an descriptions of course.
Some of the farmers do and will neglect their
farms during the boarding season. Many employ
help for the summer months. Most of them enn-
tinue their work in the fields while the women
folk manage the boarding end of the business.
I saw barns of which Kansas or Indiana iarmers
might well be proud. I saw herds of cattle tu­
berculin tested, sleek, and big producers. I
saw cow barns in which there were fewer flies than
in New York tenement houses. I spoke to farmers
hapny that their borading period enables them to
stay in the country and pay off.their mortgages.

ntans, ol^bave a long vacation m the Catskills." •

Today Ellenville is the locale of the densest rural

, r. In the United States. The activities of the
Jewish population in the
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farmers along purely agricultural lines are screened somewhat

by the activity of their hoarding business. Nevertheless

more end more farming is being carried on. The farmers in the

area are constantly Increasing their flocks, end are devot­

ing more acreage to the production of garden truck. New equip­

ment is being bought by them continually and they erect modern

buildings to permit them to expand whenever they have the nec-

essary funds or security to offer.

RENSSELAER COUNTY

We must briefly mention the farming communities that

were set up in Rensselaer county, and on Long Island. The first

of these, which was located near Nassau has not been very

successful. Nassau was first entered by Jewish fanners in about

1913, The farmers who came to this area were not so fortunate

in their choice as those who went to the more mountainous sec­

tions of the state. The soil was not well suited for agricul­

tural practices since it is a shale derivative, a clay. It

often bakes to a brick-like hardness in the summer when there

is not a great deal of rain. As a result farming was very

difficult for the Jewish settlers in Renssealer. The only pros­

pect for success that the farmers had was in keeping boarders

which was never too sertain a m^eans of income. But here a-

gain the Rensselaer farmers were at a disadvantage. Their

land was not so scenic or inviting as the more mountainous

country and they did not have the opportunities for boarding

, 1935, p. 24.
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that the tamers in other localities had. Only the poorer

type or summer resort visitor would come Into the area, end

thus the returns or the farmers were limited.1’

Nevertheless the Jewish farmers managed to exist

m the neighborhood even though it was with difficulty. Some

of the farmers through engagement in dairying have done well

in the area and have fine homes and well-selected cattle. It

took a long time for them to achieve their position and the

Newcomer in Rensselaer county was not met with much encourage­

ment. A fairly permanent Jewish agriculture has been estab­

lished around Nassau and is there today with an organized reli­

gious community and the other characteristics which mark the

Jewish settlements as being distinct from the non-Jewish. The

farmers in this are have been given considerable aid from the

Jewish Agricultural Society and from the United Synagogues of

America in establishing their religious activities.

LONG ISLAND

Long Island becane the site for Jewish duck farmers

who weX/the most successful is the area. There were two or

three such farms which were models for the district and which

were constantly, visited by prospective duck growers. The

Jewish farmers have continued in this activity end are at

present Quite successful In their culture of ducks.

1. Levine, o£. cit., p. 95«
I". 77I7S. Report, 1927, P- 22'
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SDMMAIg OF NEY York STATE

New York pxomises much, for the Jewish

proved his success. The only problem that remains is the

keeping of the young men and women on the farm. The only

thing that may be said concerning this matter is that educa­

tion will have to point out to the young people that the farm

Offers them as good an opportunity to make a living as do the

professions today, and, that starting with the background which

has been given to them by their life on the fam they should

be able to do better than their parents and make a real suc­

cess of their lives in the country. We shall discuss the prob­

lem of youth in agriculture in another section of this paper.

Through our survey of agriculture in New York from

the beginnings to th® present time we have seen how a Jewish

agricultural society became founded in this state from very

modest beginnings which did not seem to speak for success at

first. It is scarcely necessary for us to make any detailed

summary since we have taken up the history of the Jewish farm­

ers in New York chronologically and have seen how they finally

developed from a speculating alass of land buyers to men who

were permanently settled on the land and who were doing well

with their dairying and their truck gardening with boarding

being carried on as a sideline instead of the most important

aspect of their wonk. Of the futuer we have already spoken

briefly. Upon the realization that there is a future in farm­

ing, and that a fanner's life today is not the hopeless drudgery 
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that it wee or thtrty foMrty

young people will tat0 the

title faiKK. ot the possibility ot such ae,elopKeM w. may

only speculate with hope.

CONNECTICUT

We have already noted in our initial study of the

history of Jewish agriculture in this state that the main

activity of the Jewish farmers in Connecticut was tobacco

growing. At that activity many of the farmers had become quite

successful before the War abd some ofL them were owners of very

fine farm houses and beautifully cultivated acres of land.

The remainder of the Jewish farmers in Connecticut and in

other New England states had not been able to do so well for

the soil was not fitted for truck gardening without a great

deal of cultivation and fertilization. In addition to this

fact the farms were isolated since many of them were perched

in well-nigh inaccessible places where even horses went with

difficulty. Therefore one of the most needed Improvements in

Connecicut so far as the Jewish farmers were concerned were

well-paved roads which would open up the district to tourists

and also allow the farmers to get more of their small produce

to market. The additional revenue would enable them to fer-

time their soils end they would in this way be able to Im-

prove their crops.
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Although the Jewish farmeK Oonnectlout w Mt

with a great amount of success originally in their tobacco

growing by 1915 they were face! with a great deal of dim-

culty in selling their product because of the outbreak of the

War. There had been a great deal of expansion in the terri­

tory under cultivation as tobacco growing land which was one

of the reasons, the farmers were so badly off in 1915. in

that year there were 400 acres of land under cultivation while
only seven or eight years before there had been but 40 acnes.* 1*

Even after the War was over the situation of the

tobacco growers fiid not improve materially. Although for a

short time immediately after the 'War they were moderately suc­

cessful, their good fortune did not bold. In 1921 the tobac­

co market became very hard hit and the farmers were extremely

hard put to get rid of their crop. They frequently had large

supplies of an old crop on hand which they should have been

rid of long since besides having sold their fresh crop.

The situation imporved after 1921 and for a few years

all was well with the farmers in the state. Then, in 1926,

the situation took another turn for the worse. Crops again

piled up in the farmers’ storehouses. They men were without

funds and were denied credit. They were In a precarious po­

sition since many of them had operated through large capital

and upon a small margin of safety. At this time, in 1927, the

Government, through its aids, conducted a careful survey into

1.
2.

J.A.I.A.S.
J.A.I.A.S.

Report, 1915, P ■
Report, 1921, P

12.
9.
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the situation in the tnhnr>n« „ .
growing area in Connecticut. The

Jewish farmers were not the only ones who had teen affected '

by the loss of the tobacco market which seemed to be a general

development. In the survey which the Government conducted the

Jewish Agricultural Society participated as well as some local

organizations. After the survey was complete, a tentative pro­

gram was dravn up for the farmers to follow in an effort to

stabilize the tobacco growing activities in the area. Less

tobacoo was planted by the farmers from this time on. They

began to diversify their crops and paid less attention to

tobacco, doing no more expanding or investing of money in the

Potatoes were introduced ascrop. a good cash crop. Many

of the farmers also began to raise poultry and winter broilers

became a favorite item among these

horseradish, and other

An immediate cash return

investments in these new

sification.

the men were given a liv-

the values of crop diver­

men. The farmers of the

area also began to raise cabbages,

crops in small quantities which were saleable at good prices.

By this means an increase in the production of tobacco in or­

der to recoup losses was avoided.

was given to the farmers for their

crops and what was most important,

ing and practical demonstration of

In Bridgeport, Connecticut, many of the farmers tegwf

to use spraying machines on their fruitctrees. The expense

, , havp been too much for the indi-of the machines, which would have been too 

1. J.A.S. Report, 1926, p. 12.
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tatoes.

tobacco

rishest

1. J.A.S. Report, 1926, ESSMffi- ,927.
2. Jewish Tribune. September 2, 1SZ7.
3. J.A.S.' Report, 1927, P- I9’

vidual farmers was u^eM4 by

better efficiency was practiced la the orchards of the area’

and men who had very seldom realised any cash return from their

orchards managed to clear minimums of i300 for the first season

they actively engaged in the culture of fruit.1’

In 1927 there were Jewish farmers in ever^ section

of the state of Connecticut. One thousand Jewish families

owned fam lands consisting of some 75,000 acres and valued

at ^6,000,000.' By 1927 there were scattered Jewish farmers

engaged in nearly every type of agriculture that was practiced

by non-Jews in the state. They raised vegetables, fruit, po-

They were dairymen add poultrymen. They still raised

in the Connecticut River Valley which was one of the
2.

agricultural areas in the United States.

By 1927 the tobacco area in Connecticut had been 

diversified and the rich soil was being planted in potatoes

and other vegetable crops. The success of neighbors caused

manymore farmers to plant diversified crops since the^ sound

agricultural principle had been clearly show to them

Crop diversification in the state included the

growing of crops other than potatoes consisting of cantaloupes,

. hav grain to a small extent,corn, white asparagus, cabbages, nay, a
ana fruit trees. By the entrance of the Jew into these many

varies activities his future in the agriculture of the state

went on more of the vegetable crops
was assured; for as time wen 1 2 3
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vbioh he was growing came to be consumed?’

One characterizing point abo„ of

the Jew in Connecticut agriculture after 19co was the fact

that only men with a fair amount of cayo.U could afford to

stay in the state. Land was high since it was fertile. This

worked to the improvement of the type of nan who engaged in

farming in Connecticut for he invariably was of a higher type

than those who had gone into farming elsewhere. He was able 

to get along more satisfactorily with his Gentile neighbors

and seemed to be a superior ^type of farmer to those who had
2.

located elsewhere in the eastern states.

Today in Connecticut the Jewish farmer lives not in 

settlements, but as an individual, on land that is neighboring 

to that of non-Jews. He is successful because of his practice

of crop diversification. His main difficulty is the keeping

of the second and third generation on the farm in order to 

keep the land going under Jewish ownership. The history of

Connecticut has been that of a state more successful than many 

others. Y/hile in some sections the farmers were badly off,

the ones who were fortunate enough to select land in the Con 

necticut valley managed to do well on it. The state s hi

tory was not marked with many exciting highlights for

farmers of the area were never very badly off, altboug their

problems were serious when the tobacco crops began to remain

unsold. Today there is no more room for any further agricul-

1.
2.

Jewish Tribune, September, 2 1927,
pp. ios-108.
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NEff JERSEY

Ie the land is crowded and much

r use. There will be little

i state because

Being near

required on the lands of the

more isolated
The advantages in farming in the state were due

tural expansion in the state since

land has been taken over for city

ftother expansion on the part or rumens in the

or the high price at lata and the high taxes. 1

large cities higher taxes are

Connecticut farmers than had they been located in

districts.

to the proximity to large cities and markets besides the excel­

lent farm land which is located in the Connecticut Valley.

New Jersey has always been the scene of the major

activity of the American Jew in agriculture. It was in this

state that the first successful colonies of Russian refugees

were founded and their descendants are living in the same area

today. In the consideration of the recent growth and develop­

ment of the New Jersey colonies and individual Jewish farmers

for the sake of clarity we shall have to break dowh the state

into its component parts and take it by counties or by definite

areas. $ince the colonies in certain parts of the State bore

definite relationship to one another it is ©hly proper that

they be considered togatfater and as a unit.

SOUTH JERSEY COLONIES
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Throughout our historv Of t
ory of the Jew m the State of

New Jersey we have mentioned one parti
u one particular group of colonies

located in the Southern nnrt +uouvnem part of the State had have spoken of
them as the South Jersey colonies. This name has been applied

to the group by all who have bad to do any considerable writ­

ing about them for the sake of convenience. The group Is lo-

cated in more than one county. Thus, to consider it by

counties would only complicate matters. Thus, when we speak

of the South Jersey colonies we refer specifically to those

colonies in Gloucester, Salan, Cumberland, and Cape May count­

ies.

By 1916 agriculture amoung the Jews in the South

Jersey colonies was becoming fairly well stabilized. The

season of 1916 was a good one with success being registered

in the growing of strawberries, peas, and tomatoes. In ad­

dition to successes with these crops, dairying and poultry

raising were also flourishing in the hands of the Jewish farm­

ers settled in the region.

By 1917 the area was beginning to reflect the pros­

perity that all of the farmers of the country were feeling

due to the increased demand for all kinds of food due to the

War. Previous to this year the farmers in South Jersey had

begun bo diversify their agriculture slightly with new plant-

v. had hot grown before. Chief amongings of crops which they had not
Tn 1917 there was a greatly enlarged de-these was pot/atoes. In 191/ ^neie 

1. J.A.I.A.S. Report, 1916, P- 8.



-601-

mand for potatoes and pricesPrices correspondingly went up. Po­
tatoes that had sold for or v, Old for w2.,5 a barrel in 1916 brought from
W.50 to ».,5 per barrel in 1917. Iomatoes alSQ skyrooketM

in value. In W16 camera bought tonatoes from farmers for

an average of »0 a ton. In 191, the price had almost te.b-

led since tomatoes were sold to canneries during that year

for as much as $27.50 a ton. One farmer made $1,100 out of

six aq\rs of tomatoes. The rise in the price of green pep­

pers was even more spectacular. During 1916 peppers had sold

for three cents a basket. In 1917 they sold anywhere from

forty to fifty cents a basket. One lavish farmer in Rosen­

hayn made $1,400 from 5$ ac®es of peppers. Milk prices also

rose during 1917 from 4^ cents to cents a quart. This gave

the Jewish farmer an opportunity to enlarge his dairy herds
1.

and to build sidos in which to hold and store fodder.

The South Jersey farmers always had more diversity

in their crops than did most of the other Jewish farmers

scattered throughout the country. They grew strawberries,

sweet potatoes, corn, tomatoes, peppers, peas, and beans in

addition to their daixying and poultry raising activities.

Not all of the farmers in the settlements which we

have indicated on the map of South Jersey were actively en-

gaged in agriculture as the sole method of making a living,

in Oarton Road each family residing there in 1919 owned and

operated a farm but this was the only one of the small Jewish 

1. J.A.I.A.S. Report, 1917,
2. Goldstein, o£. cit«, PP’ 

pp. 8-9.
36-40.
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comunitles with a 100% rat^_ In

year, there were 44 tamers ana 43 non-farmere. ln Oamel

there were 46 tamers ana 23 who ala not practice agriculture.

Norma haa 23 farmers ana 47 non-tarmers. Alliance ana Brot-

manvllle haa 11 non-tarmers ana 29 termers. Woodbine had the

smallest percentage ot tamers of the whole group with 26 farm-

ers and 254 non-far mens. The average farm o^arted by the

agriculturists of the area was about 30 acres. Some of the

settlers in 1919 were quite modern in the upkeep of their fanns

while others did not pay much attention to new improvements

but went ahead with their farming on the old methods.

In 1920 the New Jersey southern colonies were the

sole survivors of all of the mass of colony planting that had

been fengaged in during the eighties and nineties of the nine­

teenth century. Up to 1920 the hardships that were encountered

by the New Jersey colonies were many and trying. In that year,

however, things began to clear up and agriculture became stab­

ilized for the first time since the War started. We state

that there wece hardships even during the seeming lush days

of the War prosperity because of the crash that followed be­

cause of over-expansion. The crash did enough harm to counter­

act all of the good which had been accomplished before that

time. New settlers who came to the colonies in South Jersey

in the twenties faced an entirely different situation than did

. . o+ _ earlier date. Encouragement instead ofthose who came at an earxiei
-fplt bv these people when they saw thediscouragement could be felt oy p

1. Goldstein, o£. cit., PP- 36-40.
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fruits of the labors of their

they were taking up.
Predecessors upon the land which

Some summer boarding was done by the New Jersey farm­

ers although not to the extent that the hew York farmers enga­

ged in this extra-agricultural enterprise. In New Jersey, when

boarding was carried on, the farms of the settlers almost al-

ways suffered since there was too much for the farmers to do

in connectionwith their hoarding to keep their farms going as

they should. The sandy soils and the numerous mosquitoes of

the area did not help the farmer and were not particular

inducement to the boarder. "While there are no rich Jews

in the settlement ther are none dependent on charity." This

statement made in 1921 is significant fior it shows the great

work that was done by the Jewish Agricultural Society in keep­

ing the settlers supplied with the necessities of life. In
1921 there were 34 organizations of social, literary^ char­

itable, educational, and religious nature in the region. By

that year also each settlement had its own community hall,

synagogue, play-goound, and library.

In 1922 the South Jersey colonies had a plentiful

crop but prices were too low for the farmers to cash in on the

produce that they had grown. From this year on, however, the

crops of the South Jersey farmers met with better reception

in the markets and were sold for better prices.

1. J.A.I.A.S. Report, 1920, P. 39
2. Ibid. n
3. JTaTs. Report, 1922, p. 53.
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MOMOUTH COUNTY

FARMINGPAJ.-R

la 1927 the Jwrlsh community at famlngdale in lion-

mouth county began to attract the attention or the outside

world. The farmers in this district were busily engaged in the

production of eggs and the raising of poultry in which they

were becoming professionally adept. In this same year other

Jewish farming communities became busily interested in the

production of poultry and eggs. Mays Landing, Vineland, and

others of the South Jersey colonies began to spend moretime

and money on the poultry flocks which became recognized and

regarded as the best money producers that the colonies had

available. 1927 was a year of progress in many ways for the

members of the South Jersey settlements. Farmers who had

started on the proverbial shoestring some years before and had

to be aided by the Jewish Agricultural Society at every turn

were in that year emerging into independence for the first

time in their history. They had long depended on the Jewish

Agricultural Society for almost everything they received but

the unfit members of the colonies had dropped by the way at

last. Since these were the people who seemed to be slowing

up progress more than any other single group of colonists the

colonies were soon In a psoltion to go ahead rapidly. One

man who started with scarcely any money was the owner of a

mortgage free farm worth JIS,000, excellently kept up, by
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1.
1927.

Tons River entered into proninenoe as a poultry

producing center in 1928. ln ttat u

prominence as a poultry proaucisg section of the state, m 

both Tons River and Famingdale there were
cooperative groups

at work which made real achievements in their work at the

improvement of fam conditions and also in their attemtpl to

make the purchases of the^farmers more effective for the

money they were spending.

In 1932 the farmers of the South Jersey colonies

celebrated the fiftieth ahniversary of the founding of their

settlements with a gala celebration. The colonies which par­

ticipated in the affair were Alliance, Norma, and Brotmanville,

the first of the colonies which were founded in the southern 

part of New Jersey. There were a number of the original set­

tlers of the colony present at the celebration whose compari­

son with the later comers to the region was marked. The later

settlers had the benefit of the experience of those who had

come before them and they were able to cope with the everyday

events of agricultural life with more effectiveness that their

predecessors had been able to muster. A third generation

was beginning to take its place in the civic life of the set­

tlements by 1932. This fact is illustrated by one of the

colonists who was the grandson of one of the original settlers

of Woodbine becoming mayor of that settlement.

1. J.A.S.
2. J.A.S.
3. J.A.S.

Report, 1927, p.
Report, 1928, p.
Report, 1932, p.

53.
10.
25.
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WOODBINE

Before we conclude our account of the recent Corel-

opnents In agricultural activity mong the JOTS ln South Jer_

sey we must deal with the city of Woodbin. ,hose

been the most narked of ell „r the early colonies in New Jer-

sey.

As we have already indicated, Woodbine did not re­

main the purely agricultural type of settlement. Even during

the early period of its growth the city was anything but com­

pletely engaged in agriculture. Today there is a fine city

on the site of the first few feouses with which the Jews made

their first incursions into agriculture in the neighborhood.

The city is not drab and ugly as many factory towns become,
1.

but is beautifully kept with all modern improvements.

Since the introduction of automobiles and the sub­

sequent improvement of roads, the farmer in ’Woodbine has been

much more successful in his ability to commute with the city.

When the Jewish farmers first came into the area it was an all

night trip into Ocean city which was the market for their

goods. The roads were bad, and the country-side was swaiming

with mosqhitoes. Today it takes the farmer only an hour to

take his produce to market.
But despite the rapid growth of the city and the

. - V -Hvltv la Woodbine the Jews are not engagedgreat amount of activity in

1. Joseph, op. cit., P* H*5,
2. Ibid.
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in agriculture to any considerable extent. There are rela­

tively few Jewish farmers since most of the population Is

busily engaged in factory work which is considered to be more

lucrative than farming, and also entailing iess rlsk. In

1931 there were only. 36 farmers in Woodbine, of whom 14 were

engaged in the poultry business which had been introduced by

the Baron^ De Kirsch Fund into the area in the previous year.

The rest of the farmers were truck farmers, which is also a

successful enterprise in the town. ’We should distinguish the

town of Woodbine from the remiander of the South Jersey col­

onies because it was founded and supported by the Baron de

Kirsch Fund as the specific project of the Fund. We might

make the comment that Baron de Kirsch wanted his money to be 

iised for agricultural purposes which are certainly not the

main activities of the citizens of Woodbine.

The 36 farmers in the entire city represent the td>-

tal anount of fanning that is done by a tcwn with a popula-
2.

tion considerably over 2,000.
The following excerpt gives a fair picture of the

outward physical picture of the South Jersey colonies at the 

present time:

"...The soilof vegetables and fruis^ginai settlers are
third generation of the b|arded eiders with
still farming. Ah^berdines remain, many of the
earlocks and long gab ,bli al customs are re-
old Talmudic peen altered by the ao-
tained, though they have oe 

1. Joseph, op« \cit.’> P« 144,
2. Ibid.



-608-

celerated pace of modern n-n-<
influx of other nat ionaiitfSnS ?nd by the
dern homes stand out insno® ’ ’ A few mo~
the small, weather-be2enh^^°^raSt with
diverse older homes. The’s^ *Cturally'
£S°ses^-nd ”el1 built -

To summarize the South Jersey colonies bristly as

to present condition and to future possibilities night well

occupy considerable space. We shall consider the questlons

only briefly here since it is quite possible for the reader

to draw his own conclusions after having read the evidence.

One of the salient facts concerting the South Jer­

sey colonies is the importance of poultry raising and truck

and market gardening. Upon this triad the success of the

men and women of the locale depends. Boarding has always been

of minor importance in the South Jersey colonies. The settlers

have never depended to a great extent upon the keeping of

boarders, and so did not suffer when they were not available.

Of late an increasing amount of revenue has become available

to the farmers from establishment of small roadside stands

upon which the various products of the farm are offered for

sale during the summer months. To many farmers, whose homes

are located near the highways, this has been a very lucrative

bit of business and has paid thorn many times over for the small

amount of time the stands take to build and to operate, since

the business is mainly conducted on the weekends, time is

lost by the farmers from hie work. In some cases the children

1. New Jersey Federal Writers' Project, W.PAA., op. cit., p.
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of the household have been

of the stands exclusively

sibility.

atle to take over the management

freeing their parents from respon-

ne of the most helpful factors to the farmers of the

area has been the proximity to large centers of population and

to urban centers which are not only markets for the farmers

but sources of employment as well. The market avaiiablity

to the farmers of South Jersey cannot be underestimated for

were it not for the relatively wwift transportation afforded

to them to their markets much of their farm work would be in 

vain. On the other hamd, the proximity of extra-agricultural

labor has not always worked to the benefit of the farmer. He

has frequently been tempted to leave his farm and to go to

the cities where more lucrative work is to be found. Indeed, 

we find that the colony of Woodbine became almost totally an 

industrial colony. Were we to give one reason for the success

of the colonies of South Jersey we should state that the ur­

ban appearance and characteristics played more of a part than

any other factor in making the Jewish farmer happy to live

in the locality and in enabling him to settle down happily.

The Jew likes urban life. He toes not care for isolation end

loneliness. His very religion demands life of a social nature

and for that reason he has always tried to be where there were

other Jews. Because the colonies of South Jersey were large

enough to provide this necessity he was satisfied to stay

within them and to keep on going while the settled®
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being built up and the region beoonin,

near to large centers or population f

was free at any time to abandon his farm ,

city where he could resume the lire which

This knowledge that there

LS a success. By being I

the Jewish farm settler !

and to move to the

■ he had left to be- i
come a farmer. This knowledge that there was always a place i

for him to go, and something for him to do was contorting and

encouraged the Jewish farmer, It enabled him to keep going

whereas he might have become discouraged otherwise.

The question as to the future of the South Jersey

colonies cannot be answered for some time. It is true that

the farmers in the area were and are not now carrying on a

pure agriculture as we normally think of it. The farms are

not large and there is an aura of commercialization that is

not ordinarily found about farms. This is because of the en­

trance of the Jews into the commercial ends of agriculture

more than any other pxople in the profession. The New Jersey

Jew is interested in producing goods, {just as though he were

running a factory. Because of the nature of the product which

he is producing he is able io command higher prices for his

produce than are almost any other farmers in the country.

Prices are usually high for eggs and chickens, and there is

a pleasant profit in the business that one does not find In

the growing of wheat or corn. As we have stated there are

very few Jews In the United States who ere engaged at the pre-

, nf staple crops such as wheats corn,sent time in the production of P
nmns The Jews in South Jersey

harley, or any of the grain cr p
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are the nost successful Jewish fam_

their activities have never teen solely connected with faM.

lng Insofar as faming la 00Mapnea

soil. They have gotten away fronthe laborious types of fac­

ing for which they were unsuited and today their activities

center about a type of fanning which is relatively easy with­

out much risk. The only trouble is that the children of the

Jewish farmers in South Jersey are not going in to their

fathers’ agricultural holdings as readily as they might,t Few

of them really want to be farmers. The do not like the modi­

fied farm life that they have to lead on the farmsof their

parents, which in the true sense of the word are not farms.

Even though the city is close by, the Jewish farmers’ children 

feel that they are out of things and that their lives on

the farm fio not offer them much promise. The two question

marks in Jewish agriculture in South Jersey are over commercial­

ization and lack of desire on the part of young people to be­

come farmers. The problem will be answered only in time. We

must turn now to the remaining colonies in New Jersey to com

plete their histones from 1915 to the present also.

OCEAN COUNTY

TOMS RIVER

As we have already -nentloned, Tow Nlver in -an

county, has played an inportant part In the history of the

Jews in agriculture In New Jersey. The settlement of Jewxs 
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tamers la Tome Mver ,,,as
“ 1908 b? 0 single Jewish

settler under the guidance or the Jewish Agrlcm^ Soolety

The first fanner m the area started Into his agricultural

activities as a poultry raiser, the Industry which iron, that

date has been the outstanding enterprise in the area. As

was true in maw other Jewish settlements the friends of the

first settlers were attracted to the district when they heard

of his success with chiskens which were not hard to handle and

which were lucrative besides. There was' not a great deal to

be learned, and after the farmer began to understand the

few diseases peculiar to chickens he was ready for future suc­

cess. Thus Toms River was started under individual initiative 

and was given help by the J.A.S. when needed. In 1918 the

J.A.S. placed six farmers on the land in the region of Toms

River as an experiment to discover whether the market was able 

to absorb any more chickens than then were being produced by

the original farmers. These farmers who were placed on the

land in 1918 succeeded so well in their new occupation that

the Society decided to make the area the site of a large set-

tlenent of Jewish farmed. Therefore, 16 farmers were set- '

tied in 1921 and 13 in the following year. In 1922 there

were 43 farmers on the land of whom 33 had been placed there

by the Jewish Agricultural Socuety. At that time the farmers

owned 37,800 birds, averaging 880 per farmer which was a high­

er average that the general average for all the farmers

district. The Jewish farmers were so successful and the 
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process was so marked In the perioa up ma

1922 that the attention of the Mn-Je„ish faiM W3 M.

peatedly called to the success of their Jewish neighbors.1’

The settlement of Jews in Toms River was not without

its difficulties. There were times when the,! egg market was

severely affected by economic conditions in the United

States as a whole and the farmers were not able to sell their

produce. Fortunately they had the support of the J.A.s. through

their entire bistort and were able to rely on the organiza­

tions' assistance when the going became too difficult. One

instance of the Society's assistance accurred in 1927. In that

year egg prices dropped and feed prices rose. The fanners

became discouraged and feared a de/pression in the poultry

market as did the loa^cl business men i/iho refused credit to the

farmers. By the intervetion of the J.A.S. the farmers were

given the necessary credit to keep on feeding their flocks.

The merchants were reassured and in the fall poultry had re­

covered and the business was even stronger than it had been
l.a.

before.
By this time the products of the Jewish farmers

began to acquire a certain amount of prestige in the local

markets as well as nationally. fees “rl£ea
Ity of J^lsh Farmers) co-anded a premium In the New York

2i
markets.

1.
l.a
2.

15

29
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Toms River has continued to be successful up to

the present. Families are still goipg to the district to

become poultry farmers and the future of the settlement

at Toms River is perhaps more favorable than that of the

South Jersey settlements because of the desire of the farmers

to stay in the poultry farming which they have entered.

Very few farmers leave theare after once coming in and other

small towns in New Jersey have become centers for poultry

farming as well}, because of the successful example which Toms

River set.

HUNTERDON COUNTY

FLEMINGTON,

One of these settlements was Flemington which was

founded not with the purpose of raising poultry at all, but

with entirely different motives in view. Flemington was set­

tled before Toms River, being founded in 1906 by 18 families

of Russian refugee Jews. Most of the settlers came to the

colony directly from Russia by way of New York. Some of them

had spent a year at the Long Island Test Farm (Indian Head

Farm) of the Jewish Agricultural and Industrial Aid Society.

They were all settled on farms around Flemington.

The general procedure of settlement was fairly sim­

ple. The first step was done by the Society which first ac­

quired title to the land, then sold it to the Jewish settlers.

1. U.S. Immigration Commission, O£. cit., pp. 141-144.
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They were given long term noteswith liberal terms for repay­

ment .

The land on which the settlers were placed in the

region about Flemington was not very favorable so far as ag­

ricultural practices were concerned. It was high ridged land,

heavily wooded at the time that the Jewish settlers came upon

it. The soil was a Pennsylvania loam which would have support­

ed a good agriculture had it not been for the shallowness of

the topsoil, which was only ten inches deep, on the average.

This made farming very difficult to carry on where the land

was flat in the area, and almost impossible where the land

was hilly. Not only had the slopes been eroded, but they

were too steep for general farming. Fruit growing was fairly

profitable and some of the farmers engaged in this activity.

In addition to the fruit growing which was carried on by the

Jewish farmers, their activities in their early days on the

land were centered about general farming where the land was
2.

flat enough, and dairying, and poultry raising.

The Jewish farmers followed the farm practices of

the non-Jews very closely in the Flemington area. During

their early days on the land they met with fair success in

their general farming and fruit growing. It soon became ap­

parent that poultry raising was to become the item of most
3.

importance.
The Jew was well-accepted in the Flemington district

by the non-Jewish farmer. It should be understood that the

farmers in and arounf^ .Fleming ton were not mainly Jews for the

~2—and 3 -U.S. Immigration Commission, op. £it., pp. 141-144. 
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region had teen lamed by native people for some tine before

the caning of the Jew upon the land. Despite the natural re­

sentment towards intruders little antl-senltlo feeling could
be noted.

As the years went by the Jewish farmer began to pay

less attention to the general farming and fruit growing which

he had commenced his agricultural activities by doing. With

reference to fruit growing he was never very successful. Al­

though his attention was gradually truning to the raising of

poultry he continued farming to a small degree because he

realized the impbotance of a diversified agriculture. Poul-
\x

try farming seemed to be the one type ef agricultural activ­

ity which was free from risk. When all other crops would be

ruined because of bad weather, late frosts, lack or rain, or

any one of the many evils that plague the farmer, chickens

would still lay eggs and the market for broilers seemed to

remain steady. By 1921 increasing attention was paid to the
l.a.

cultivation of poultry by the Jewish farmers. In addition

to the poultry raising of the district many of the farmers

kept dairy herds. In this they were also successful because

they were able to raise their own fodder since their farms
2.

were fairly large.
In 1923 new poultry sections began to open up as

the post-War depression lifted. Conditions became more favor- 1 2 

1. U.S. Immigration Commission, O£. cit., PP.
l.a. J.A.S. Report, 1921, P» 5 •
2. J.A.S. Report, 1922, p. 5 .
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able for the farmers in the area as the twenties went on, since

food consumption was rapidly rising and prices were staying

at high levels. The high prices induced more farmers than

ever to go into poultry raising and dairying as two subsid­

iaries to farming which were always dependable as sources of

income. In 1929 the Toms River farms were among the chief

poultry centers in the east. Mew families continued to go

into the area and to engage in farming practices which were
1.

at once lucrative and pleasant.

Today, the farmers of Toms River are still mainly

concerned with their poultry and their dairying activities.

Under their influence the area about Flemington has been built

up greatly, not only by Jewish farmeis but by Gentiles as well.

’We should make it clear, however, that not all of the Jewish

farmers were solely engaged in these two agricultural subdi­

visions but many of then practiced general faming as well.

Since 1930 the area'about Flemington has been pro­

tected from the sharp dealings of commission men by the Flem­

ington Egg, Poultry, and Livestock Auction. Through it

fair prices are given for the products of the farmers in the

region. The future of Jewish farming in Flemington is the

same as in other sections of New Jersey. The same problems

require solution and the same methods may be used to solve

them. The region is important so far as Jewish farming is

concerned because of the great activity which it had seen

1. J.A.S. Report, 1929, p. 12.
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and also because of the success which the Jewish farmers In

the area met with.

LAKE WOOD

The history of Lakewood, New Kersey, in the same

general neighborhood as Toms River, runs parallel to the Toms

River settlement and developed as an important Jewish colony

well advanyed in the scientific method of ppultry raising.

MONMOUTH COUNTY

Turning now from the Jewish farm settlements which

were largely concerned with aspects of farming separate from

general farming we pass to Monmouth county, New Jersey, to

deal with the history of Mercer, Freehold and Perrineville af­

ter 1914.

MERCER

In Mercer, in the beginning of the more recent per­

iod of the history of the Jew in agriculture, we find that

the Jewish farmers were engaged in general farming. The Jew­

ish farmers in the area were mainly engaged in the planting

of potatoes which were not to be counted on as a reliable

crop for the section. When the potatoes, which were mainly

sweet potatoes, did well, the farmers managed to derive a

fair profit froip their sale. But in the years that the po-

1. J.A.S. Report, 1926, p. 7. 
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tatoe crop was a failure the fanners in the Mercer section

were in poor condition. Farming has kept on in the area

but not in the shape of an active Jewish farm settlement.

Where Jews still farm around Mercer they are scattered and their

influence does not count for much. The problems in the dis-

tris t are today much the same as ip other sparsely settled

areas where the Jews settled as individuals. Markets are

too often glutted and the temptation to plant only one crop

because of the large profits to be made often result in an

almost complete loss when conditions become adverse for the
1.

farmers in the area.

FREEHOLD AND PERRINEVILLE

In Freehold and Perrineville, the other two sec­

tions where Jewish farmers have settled in Monmouth county,

the farm situation was largely the result of the type of

soils which were in the area. This analysis also applies

to a degree to Mercer where potatoes were not really a suit­

able crop except in certain small sections of the area about

the settlement. The soil in Monmouth is highly diversified.

There are lands which are highly productive and lands which

would support scareely anything. The land use has to be ad­

justed to each farmer’s particular need. The land is undu­

lating with the predominant soils being^sandly loams and sands

many of which areas are poorly drained.

I; or A^oultural Boon-

omics, op. cit.
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Despite the unfavorable situation the scattered

tamers in Perrinevllle and Freehold carried on a fairly

successful agriculture. As we have mentioned their activities

were largely centered about the growing of sweet potatoes which

were sometimes a very profitable crop. In 1916 there was

one farmer in Perrineville who netted oner $10,000 from 50

acres of potatoes. This was a large amount of money for the

time and also for the amount of labor connected with the grow­

ing of potatoes.

Other crops such as sweet corn, small vegetables

which were largely garden truck, and market gardens, were al­

so among the items cultivated by the Jewish farmers in the

area. The crops in Monmouth responded to the general agri­

cultural situation throughout the state.

That the Jewish farmers in and arounf/Perrineville

were interested in modern agricultural practices was demon­

strated by their activities in 1930. In that year experi­

ments were carried on in the district with ethylehe gas. The

gas was used to ripen tomatoes and other vegetables which were

being raised in the area by Jewish farmers and others. Find­

ing the practice workable, the new technique was adopted and

plays an important part today in the truck and market g

denlng which are the most Important agricultural activities
2.

of the district.
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NEY BRUNSWICK

In Monmouth county, near New Brunswick, in Pisca­

taway township, the Jewish Agricultural Society was instru­

mental in carrying out a project involving a new theory in

farm management. In 4930 several Jewish prospective farmers

who had been chosen from a group of applicants were placed on

land near New Brunswick by the Society. The theory behind

the new settlement concerned the proximity of the land to the

city which would make commuting possible for the farmer.

By his ability to get into the city at will, the new man on

the land would be able to carry on work in the city at the
1.

same time that he was farming on the land.

The farm plots were small, being only five to seven

and one-half acres in area. Houses were constructed of four

or five rooms with a combination barn and garage. A poultry

houses completed the unit. A road was built so that every

farm had direct access to the main highway. Applicants chosen

for the settlement had some capital of their own with which

to go into business. The minimum acceptable amount was about

$3,000. During the first year of settlement there were only

nine men chosen to go into the region to farm. They were to
2.

raise poultry.
These farm units ranged in cost from $4,000 for a

parcel which contained old farm buildings to $9,000 for a 7|

1. J.A.S. Report, 1930, p. 10.
2. Ibid.
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acre parcel containing a chicken house in addition to the

other buildings. Where more physical equipment m the way

of buildings was necessary they were erected by the J.A.S.

First mortgages of about $4,000 war. raised on the land par­

cels where it was necessary to do so. These mortgages were

taken by the banks of the neighborhood who regarded the pto-

ject as a good investment. The remaining money needs of the

settlers were taken care of by the J.A.S. on second mortgages.

Percy Strauss, a former president of the Jewish Agricultural

Society, through his contributions made much of the work

near New Bnunswick possible. In addition an advance was ob-
1.

tained from the Baron de kirsch Fund.

Although the J.A.S. had wanted to settle more people

near New Briisnwick during the year following the initial set­

tlement they were held up in their efforts by the depression.

The families who had been placed on the land were doing well.

The egg market was holding up and they had ready access to
2.

the city markets.
Although one of the original intentions of the

settlement was to supply the men with city labor while they

were being oriented to the work to be done on the farm, the

depression worked against that plan. Since labor 1

large cities was greatly cut down during the depression's

“first years the men spent mest of their time on their 

1. J.A.S. Report, 1930, p. 1°'
2. J.A.S. Report, 1931. P-
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This theory of agricultural settlement wea known as the -agro­

industrial plan" and net with indorsenent by many prominent

men such as F.D. Boosevelt, Owen D. Young, and Henry Ford, who
all regarded the plan as being sound?- Altho8ah the plan

was Injerrupted during the early years or the depression con-

ditions improved so that by 1937 men were able to find work

in the city and one tbeir farm holdings at the same time...

Throughout their early years they had the advantage of living

in security on their farms even though they were not making

as much money as they had planned. The settlement is success­

ful today with the major emphasis on poultry raising.

MIDDLESEX COUNTY

In Middlesex county, New Jersey, the lavish farmers

located on land that was somewhat the same as Monmouth county.

The land varied in productivity in a like manner, but the

soils were slightly different. In Middlesex there were some

steep ridges almost totally composed of rock intersperaed

with'gently rolling lands. The presence of marsh land and

swampy land was a notable characteristic of the land In this

area also. There was much land that was poorly drained and

t^t required some form of artificial drainage in order that

it might be successfully farmed.

1. J.A.S. Report, 1932 p. 12. Bureau of Agricultural Econ-
2. U.S. Department of Agriculture, *u
omics, op. cit ♦
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metuchen

The small town of Mstuoh„

or the center or dewish population m the county or Monmouth.

Settlement near this town did not begin on any large scale

until the twenties, and even at that time there was no large

movement to the land in the area. The Jews near Metuchen

have been mainly concerned with the poultry business Where

they have been highly successful as have the Jewish farmers

in other sections of New Jersey. An illustrative case of a

young Jewish farmer who came into the area in 1921 went some­

thing like this.

A man who had no practical experience in farming

before, but who had a desire to try some form of country life

moved onto a farm that had been successful at one time but

had been neglected by the owner. The Jewish farmers spent

a considerable amount in purchasing the land and the equipment

which the Gentile fanner had used. Going at once into poult­

ry raising this Jew who had had no previous experience was al

most immediately successful in his work. Today he has

the model farms In the area and his eggs get premium prices
1.

as they have since 1922.
The Jewish fanners in Metuchen hare devoted them­

selves almost entirely to poultry farms and have me
that line on other parts of

success as have Jewish Jarners in

1. J.A.S. Report, 1922, p. 13.
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the state.

SOMERSET COUNTY

BOUND BROOK

Somerset county, New Jersey, was the locale of a

Jewish farm settlement in 1927. The colony, if it may be

called such, was known as Bound Brook, and was settled by

twelve Jewish families. Small farms were purchased in 1927

by these people with the acreage usually running from five to

firteen acres. The land was expensive because of the conven­

ience of the s ettlement to New fork City, and many of the men

planned to work in the city part time while they were becoto-
1.

ing acquainted with farm technique.

By 1928 the settlement had grown. There were at

that time 44 families who had purchased land in the area with

the intention of farming on it in the near future. In 1928

there were 33 farmers actively at work in Bound Brook; In

that year 20 new houses had been built in addition to 66,000

square feet of poultry houses with a 25,000 bird total capa­

city. In the same year there were over 32,000 baby chicks

raised by the farmers who had settled in the area. The number

of laying birds had been increased from 450 to 12,000 in one
2.

year.
By 1929 some of the farmers were so firmly entrenched 

1. J.A.S. Report, 1927, pp. 8-9.
2. J.A.S. Report, 1928, p. 9. 
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in their new holdings that they were able to give jtp their

city work altogethse and devote their entire time to their

farms. Thus they were enabled to enlarge their poultry

flocks and make higher profits. The settlement at Bound

Brook was still growing in 1929 although not so fast as at

first.

During the depression the settlement had its difficul­

ties as we nave seen in the case of New Brunswick. Many of

the farmers were forced to full time farming before they were

really prepared for the work. City employment was scarce

and although the families were frequently pi'ched they were

probably fetter off on their farms that they would have been
2.

in the cities.

By 1935 the Federal Government had become interested

in the part-time farmers who had heretofore not been regarded

as farmers by the Farm Credit Administration and thus were

not eligible for loans. In 1935 a Federal project was be­

gun in Bound Brook to enable the chicken farmers in the colony

to be eligible for loans. In addition, the Resettlement Ad­

ministration was going to purchase land in the area upon which

to place workers in the low income brackets. The site was

particulatly adapted for the project because of its proximity

to New York and other large industrial centers.

The project of the Government never came into prac-

1. J.A.S. Report, 1929, p. 9.
2. J.A.S. Report, 1931, p. 11.
3. J.A.S. Report, 1935, p. 9.
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tice since it was attacked on constitutional grounds and tied

up in the courts.

Nevertheless the Jewish farmers of the area have

managed to get along successfully up to the present time.

Their farms are producing poultry efficiently and since they

are near to large markets they are enabled to sell what they

have quickly and at good prices. Their activities have never

centered about anything but poultry raising which has been their

most lucrative source of income including the small part-time

employment that some of them were able to procure in the large

cities.

MERCBR COUNTY

HIGHTSTOWN

In 1934 a project started in Mercer county which

bore resemblance to the plan at Bound Brook. The main dif­

ference was that the land in Hightstown, where the project

was located, was obtained through the government by means of

homestead grants. In 1934 plans were made for the project,
2,

settlement to take place sometime in 1935.

Since the soil properties in this area did not

figure in much with the plans of the settlement a word is all

that is necessary concerning the general aharacteristics of

the soil. This was a region where the soil properties were

1. J.A.S.
2. J.A.S.

Report, 1936, p. 13.
Report, 1934, p. 12. 
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wpfe not uniform ana where the land was undulating, being

oomposed^mainly of sandy loams and sands, some being poorly
drained.

The project in Hightstown was initiated by the

Division of Subsistence Homesteads and taken over by the Re­

settlement Administration. Total government grants were

placed in the project amounting to $850,000. The 200 home­

steaders who were going to settle on the land put in another

$100,000. The settlement of families which was to take place

in the summer of 1935 did not get under way until 1936. Al­

though the project involved a farm and farm woik by the mem­

bers of the colony,who were not all Jewish, by any means, the

settlement in Hightstown was mainly industrial. The success

of the whole plan depended on the institution of a garment
2.

factory which was to be erected on the premises.

In 1936 fifty families came onto the project and

were at once given work in a factory manufacturing womens’

wearing apparel which was started at the same time, that they

came on the land. The factory was organized on cooperative

lines and in 1936 was running to capacity. The farm located

in the settlement was also run cooperatively. It was super-

vised by a man who had earlier been connected with the Jewish

Agricultural Society, and had been placed by their Farm Em­

ployment Bureau in order to learn practical farming. In

1936 the project was still progressing with additional houses

1. U.S. Departm^f Agriculture, Bureau of Agricultural Boon-

omics, op. cit.
2. J.A.ST Report, 1935, p. 8.
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going up for future occupancy.1’

Although this settlement does not represent a solely

Jewish attempt at colonization, we mention it here to show

the difference in methods between early colonization efforts

and present day methods. The reason so many of the early

settlements failed was not because the people were inexper­

ienced. That factor played a great part, to be sure. But the

government also took people who knew nothing about farming

and placed them on the land under capable direction where they

began to farm successfully. The main difference was that the

government supplied some alternative employment for the farm­

ers until they were settled on the soil. The garment factory

gave these men and women an opportunity to get a good start

on their farms while they were earning the money necessary to

support their families. They were not solely dependent on

their agricultural success, and so if a bad year came, and the

farmers were met with crop failures, it did not mean that the

end of the settlement had arrived. The U.S. Government alter­

native employment scheme was a sound method of planting farm­

ers. Its one difficulty was. the tendency to wean people away

from agriculture by offering them substitute occupations.

The plan was not fitted for every section of the country, of

course. It was necessary for participants in such a project

■> n-ities and to be satisfied to engageto be located near large cities ana
, nf agriculture which were suitable forpnly in those types or agri

1. J.A.S. Report, 1936, p. I2-
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small farms of five to ten acres. !

MORRIS COUNTY

CHATHAM

Chatham, in Morris county, was another of the agro­

industrial type of settlements. The people who settled around

Chatham were mainly the owners of small businesses in New

York City and were able to commute back and forth. The Jew­

ish settlers in th e area have not been as successful as

in many other areas ofi the state, since they did not devote

much time or effort to their farms

SUMMARY OF NEW JERSEY

The great majority of Jewish farmers in New Jersey

are poultry farmers. Their success in this type of farming

has been due to their favorable location with respect to

markets and their superior abilities as business men, which

faculty is important in the poultry business. Small truck

farmers have also been successful but their success is not

as certain as that of the poultry farmer who makes money no

matter what type of weather he faces.
New Jersey is today the home of the most important

Jewish agriculture in the United States and still presents

opportunities for those men who may he interested in poultry

farming. The main problem, which Is Keeping the ^ung people

on the farm, w. feel will be met in time through education.
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When young men and women see the limitations in other pro­

fessions they will be glad to turn to something upon which

they may count definitely for a livelihood.

PENNSYLVANIA

Pennsylvania, although as suitable for the small

farmer as New Jersey, never attracted so many Jewish farmers

as did the neighboring state. This was due to the fact that

the land in Pennsylvania was always more expensive than land

in New Jersey and was therefore less attainable to the Jew­

ish farmer than in the other state. The main activity of the

Jews in agriculture in Pennsylvania in the recent period of

their history has been in connection with the National Farm

School at Doylestown, in Bucks county.

The Jewish farmers all located on approximately the

same kind of soil in Pennsylvania. It was productive and

could support a remunerative agriculture, In general, the

land was rolling to hilly where the Jews settled, and was

largely composed of silt loams and loams, well watered, and

with suitable growing seasons.

bucks county

ADDISON

in Bucks county there was only one smell settlement

1. U.S. Department^of Agri ure, Bureau of Agricultural Boon-

omics, op. cit.
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of Jewish, farmers in addition to the Jewish students of the

National Farm School. This was at Addison where the few

Jews who engaged in agriculture met with fair success.

There are still Jewish farmers in the area today. Some of them

went into poultry raising, but otheis remained in truck and

market gardening at which they met with fair success. Their

shipping facilities were good, and they were located near large

markets which offered ready consumption for their products.

MONTGOMERY COUNTY

Montgomery county, Pennsylvania, was also the site of

two Jewish farming areas which were located near Norristown

and Pottstown. Here the soil was the same as in Addison and

the farmers engaged in the same acitivites, meeting with suc­

cess. There were never more than ten or fifteen families

engaged in farming in the area at one time.

The Jewish farming activities in Pennsylvania could

scarcely be termed farm settlements but were mainly isolated

Jewish farmers, who for one reason or another, mainly the

proximity to Philadelphia, had located in the eastern part
ot the state.1- Pennsylvania today does not support any ex­

tensive Jewish agriculture, nor is there any reason to sup-

pose that the state will in the future.

aiabama

1. J.A.I.A.S. Report, 1921, P« 51.
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BALDWIN COUNTY

SEMINOLE

Leaving the eastern states for the south we find

that a settlement of Jewish farmers was made in Alabama in

1915. In 1909 a man by the name of Louis Smith had gone

to southern Alabama from the ghetto district in Pittsburgh.

He settled on 160 acres of land at Seminole on the Perdido
River, in Baldwin county. * The land upon which he settled

was rolling land with fair natural productivity although it

was mainly sandy. A large part of the area was still forested

when Smith came onto it and some was only recently cut over.
2.

The soils were mainly loams and sands.

Smith was so successful in his attempts at farm­

ing that he became impresses with the suitability of the land

for a Jewish settlement project. He had experimented with

general farmi ng and with truck crops and Sound that every­

thing grew well in the area, if given the proper attention.

With these qualifications of the land in minds he

applied to the Jewish Agricultural and Industrial Aid Society

of New York in 1911, for their endorsement, and for assist­

ance in settling Jews in the area. He did not receive the

approval of the Society for his project. This did not stop

Smith for he went ahead without their help, receiving support 

^gjg^feaelite, March 11, 1915.



-634-

ana encouragement from the people of Mobile, Alabama. The

colony which he founded was about two miles north of Bay

te. In 1915 the colony was in good running order with

several? settlers successfully living off the lahd. Promise

was made for about loo more to come to the area in the spring

and summer of 1915, but there is no record as to whether

they came or not.

Some of the settlers were so successful during their

first two years of settlement that they were able to purchase

their land. They had been able to clear only a small portion

at first, and after they were able to buy the land outright

many were going ahead with their clearing and enlarging of
2.

the territory. We have no record of this colony after 1915,

but we may assume that the settlement did not go ahead as

planned but remi'aned fairly static after its excellent start.

MICHIGAN

As we have already noted, farming in Michigan was

largely limited to fruit growing during the early stages of

the development of the J^ish farmer in the state. But af­

ter the Jews became more accustomed to the methods of agricul-

ture which were practicable in Michigan they began to branch

out in their activities until they Included genetal farming ,

, nnultrv raising in their farming enter­
truck gardening, and poul ry

prises.

1. American Israelite, March 11, 1 1
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Naturally the work in these several different as­

pects of farming increased their chances for a more general

success. We have already noted the evil effects of placing

too much emphasis on one branch of farming activity. With

the increase in variety of products the Jewish farmer was

much more secure than he had been in his earlier development
in the state.

In 1915 and 1916 the excellence of the diversified

farming which they followed was demonstrated to the farmers

of Michigan. Even though their diversification only meant

that they grew garden truck along with their fruit the fact

that they had two crops instead of one meant the difference

between success and failure to them in those years. In 1915

the season was cool and their fruit was not very successful

but prices were up because of generally bad conditions through­

out the country. As for the markets for their truck gardening

---- they were severely injured. The Jews sold much of their

vegetable produce to the hotels and summer, resorts, which did

poorly during the summer because of the bad season. Thus

the high prices that were paid for the fruit^crop compensated

the farmers for their losses in other crops.
Again in 1917 the Jewish farmer met with difficul­

ties so far as the season was concerned, but in that year the

demand was so great and the prices so high as to obviate any 

7 7 1915 P 12.: see also, J.A.I.A.S. Report,
1. J.A.I.A.S. Report, 1915, p. J-*.,
1916, p. 9.
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possible loss which they might have taken.1'

This was the general course ot eTents fQr

ranters of the state. They were almost always certain or

one or their crops ana usually they had succes with all that

they had planted. Crop di versification Increased as the years

went on until at the present tine there Is scarcely a farm

Oil which more than one type of crop is not grown.

KALAMAZOO COUNTY

KALAMAZOO

Among the later settlements of Jews in Michigan

was one near Kalamazoo in Kalamazoo county. This settlement

of only a few families was made in 1920. It was a good se­

lection of land for the Jewish Agricultural and Industrial

Aid Society to make. The country around the Jewish fanners

was already largely in farms. The non-Jewish agriculturists

had been quite successful in their efforts on the land, which

was quite fertile, rolling with productive sandy loams and

loams. The climate was warm and there was sufficient rain for
2.

almost anything that the farmers wished to plant.

Although the Jewish Agricultural and Industrial Aid

Society was desirous of enlarging the settlement of the few

Jewish families which had been placed on the land they did

not have the opportunity to do so. The settlement was made

shortly after the War and was followed quickly by the post-War Il 

Il SIo^-Bureau of Agricultural zoom-

omics, op. cit.
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depression. All efforts had to be curtailed to develop the

district farther and what few farmers were already settled

were left on the land to do as well as they could. Th. small

group of farmers in the area have always managed to get along
fairly well.

VAN BUREN COUNTY

SOUTH HAVEN

In Van Buren county the settlement of Jewish farmers

at South Haven was successful almost from its inception. We

have already mentioned the favorable position of the locale

for the growing of fruit, and since this was the chief activ­

ity of the Jewish farmers who settled in the locale they did

well.

After the first few years of settlement during which

the farmers became accustomed to methods of fruit farming, they

became well enough established in the district to begin to

think about other things apart from their farming activities.

Community life became an important factor in the lives of the

farmers of the region. In 1921 the South Haven Jewish Farmers’

Synagogue and Community Center was completed. The enterprise

had been started in 1919 when the community of Jewish farmers

in the region decided that they wanted a building to be used

as a place of divine worship and for recreational activities

as well. The Jewish Agricultural and Industrial Aid Society

gave them a loan of $1,000, and Julius Rosenwald contributed

another $1,000. The farmers raised about $7,500 and a
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$9,000 building „a3 erected with the remaining money being

raised through a mortgage.

In 1929 another community center was erected in the

same district to which the Jewish Agricultural Society contri­

buted $2,000, the remainder being raised by the farmers. By

this evidence we are able to see quite clearly the successful

work that was done by the farmers on their fruit farms for they

were not only able to satisfy their immediate and mat, ar ini

wants but also had enough money to go in for the recreational

side of life which is so important to those who live on
l.a.

farms.

BERRIEN’ COUNTY

BENTON HARBOR

As South Haven had developed successfully so too

had Benton Harbor wftose history we have already dealt with

in detail at an earlier section of this paper. The Jewihh

farmers around Benton Harbor are in good condition today.

They are located in a favorable section of the country and

have met with good success not only in the growing and culti­

vating of fruit, but in their marketing efforts as well.

the SUNRISE cooperative m COWUNITY

In 1933 a new farm settlement was founded in Michi-

V V hn-rt lived and ineffective. This was the Sun-gan which was short liveu 

1. J.A.I.A.S. Report, 1921, p. 49
2. J.A.S. Report, 1934, p. 2 •
1 _ TA O . 1929, P» 27 • 
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rise Cooperative Farm Community. In i933 there were 81 fam­

ilies in the community comprising 260 people?* The commun­

ity did not meet with very much success even at is beginnings.

In the second year this colony was still in a formative

state although the Jewish Agricultural Society was backing

the group of farmers. By 1935 the colony was in trouble.

Economic pressure and internal strife besides other defects

in organization darkened the colony’s outlook. The farmers

who settled here did not seem to be able to progress in their

efforts to establish themselves on the soil permanently. By

1936 the colony had come to an end. In the fall of that

year the Resettlement Administration bought the property which

had been used by the farmers for a new project, some of the

money which the original settlers had invested was able to

be returned to them, and some of the debts of the colony were

liquidated. The colony, which was suppised to be run on a

collectivistic scheme, had completely failed. The Jewish

Agricultural Society commented at the time concerning the fail­

ure as follows:
"It is too bad that this failure will be

charged by the uninformed against Jewish agri­
cultural endeavor instead of written dcwn as
due to the weakness inherent in collectivistic
colonization.

SUMMARY OF MICHIGAN

This last effort of colonization concludes our hii- 

1. J.A.S. Report, 1933, p. 11.
2, J.A.S. Report, 1934, p. 8.
3. J.A.S. Report, 1936, p. 12. 
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tory of Jewish agriculture in Michigan. On the whole, Jewish

attempts at fanning m this state were successful, as we have

seen. The location d>f the Jewish farmer in Michigan proved

to be one of the most important factors which worked for his

benefit. In this state, as in few other locations, the Jew

found suitable places for his farm and was also able to coor­

dinate agricultural activity with land conditions. Today,

Jewish agriculture in Michigan is not very extensive, but it

is sound. The Jewish farmers in the state are prognessive

and modern in their farm practice. There is a noticeable tend­

ency on the part of some of the farmers in the state to leave

their farms and to go into other businesses with the money

which they have made. This is particularly true of the young­

er farmers. However, this tendency has been minimized during

the last few years since the farmer has seen that he is rel­

atively secure where he is. The main problem, as in other

localities, is the keeping of the young men and women of

the farm communities interested in agriculture and determined

to keep on in their parents’ occupation.

WISCONSIN

In Wisconsin, Jewish farmers loaated mainly about

Milwaukee in Milwaukee county. Here the land is gently rol­

ling and productive. The soil is capable of supporting a re­

munerative agriculture being composed of the fertile loams

and prairie soils in a mixture conducive to the growing of
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1.
good crops.

Jewish farmers in Wisconsin were not located in

settlements as in some of the other states. They were never

ta»en in a body and placed In the state In the font of a farm

settlement. But there seemed to be a gravitation of Jewish

farmers to farms that were near large industrial and urban

centers chief of which was Milwaukee. Jewish farmers in this

state were engaged in several activities. They practiced

truck and market gardening, some dairying, raised samehay and

oats and other grain crops, and some of them grew tobacco.

There was also some corn and potatoes grown by Jewish farmers
2.

in the state.

Naturally the farmers in the state met with consi­

derable difficulties during the first few years of their set­

tlement on the land. This was particularly true because there

was no organized settlement of farmers in the state as there

had been in other localities which made for a certain amount

of strength through union. But the isolated Jewish farmers
in Wisconsin survived and ma^e good in their farming. In to­

bacco growing particularly some of them were successful even

as their co-religionists were in Connecticut; Some of the

farmers derived considerable income from their truck gardens
3.

which were planted extensively.

In this state, however, the Jaw did not like to re­

main in agriculture any longer than he had to. Today we have

1. U.S. Department of Agriculture, Bureau of Agricultural Econ­
omics. op. cit. -
2. J.A.I.A.S. Report, 1915, p. 10; also 1917, p. 9.
3.’ J.A.S. Report, 1926, p. 26.
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scarcely any records of sizeable Jewish settled. Al­

though there were no large settlements mde by sponsoring or­

ganizations we have noted tow Jews gravitated together and

would expect to see more Jws In the vicinity of each other's

farm holdings, since this is not the case, and also since

we know that the Jewish farmers settled near large cities in

the state, we may assume that some good number of them left

farming to go into small businesses or other enterprises that

seemed to them to be more profitable in the city which they

were located close to. ’ It is perhaps significant that the

Jews did not go into dairy fanning in this state which is such

a center for fine dairy herds and milk products. The Jew has

left little if any imprint on the agriculture of Wisconsin,

merely having dabbled in the state's agriculture.

OHIO

The history of the Jews in agriculture in Ohio is

a relatively simple one since there were only two sections

of the state where any number of Jews were engaged in agri­

culture. These twe sections are the districts around Ashta­

bula and Geneva in the northeast part of the state, about

60 miles from Cleveland, on the lake shore. We ijiight also

mention the fact that a small settlement of Jewish farmers

existed at one time close to Cincinnati. It was composed

of only three or four families and was visited from time to

time by Dr. Gotthard Deutsch of the Hebrew Union College.
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The firSt menti0n J-ish farmers in these parts

Ohio was made by Mr. Alfred Benes ch, now a well-known at­

torney in Cleveland and a woer of the school board, to the

Jewish Agricultural and Industrial Aid Society. In 1910, when

he made the report, Benesch was the attorney for the Society

in Cleveland. In his communication with the agricultural

society he pointed out to them that there were about fifty

Jewish farmers in northeastern Ohio who were engaged at that

time in dairying. The people had come into the area entire­

ly on their own initiative and with little or no outside en­

couragement. They were completely independent at the time
1.

and were semmingly doing well in their dairying.

By 1912 the Jewish farmers in northeastern Ohio

had changed their interests in agriculture and were engaged

in viticulture. A soil report for the area shows the par­

ticular suitablility of the land for the growing of grapes

which the Jewish farmers are now engaged in. From the shores

of Lake Erie running for one or two miles south of the lake,

and in some places for a considerable distance more, there

is a soil formation notable for its sandy quality. Yet while

the soil is sandy it is not too sandy for general farming

purposes since it absorbs water well, but does not allow all

the water that is poured upon it to seep down into the lower

portions of the soil. This land was well-fitted for grape

culture. Not only because of the sandy nature of the soil

did the grapes grow well in the area but because the growing

season of the region is longer than it would be normally.

I. J. A ."LA,5, ICll° > J-



-644-

Lake Brie acts as a protection agalnst

Ing down from the north. All during the sutwr months the

lake is being warned up slowly. m August or September, when

the nights become colder, the lake still has a great deal of

warmth left in it. It is on the September nights that frost

might damage grapes, but the air is warmed by the lake and

the grapes are left unharmed in the area. Thus the farmers

had ideal natural conditions for grape growing, and they

were also near to good markets.

By 1912 there were farmers in the area who were al­

ready meeting with substantial success in their agricultural

efforts. Several of them were making about $200 an acre on
2.

the grapes which they had only begun to farm.

From 1912 through the war years the grape industry

in the sections about Ashtabula and Geneva improved. The

farmers did not live in any organized settlements but were

scattered among their Gentile neighbors. In 1917 the farmers

of the area had the most successful year that they had ever

had on the land. In that year grapes which had formerly sold

at from $30 to $50 a ton went up to from. $65 to $85 a ton.

Some varieties sold for as much as $100 a ton which was ex-
3.

tremely high for grapes.
The farmers in the area continued to make progress

during the early twenties. Prohibition did not cut down

1. U.S. Department of Agriculture, Bureau of Agricultural Econ­
omics, op. ci~t•
2. J.A.I.A.S. Report, 1912, p
3. J.A.I.A.S-. Report, 1917, P.

38.
9.
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their

since

there

production of grapes Out rather increased their business

the demand for soft drinks became greater. By 1923

were several oases of men who had made a great deal of 

money m tne grape business in a very short time. The out-

standing example of this fact was a man who was known in 

1923 as the "Grape King". He had started in business in 1912

with a capital of $210. By 1923 his farm was over fifty acres

in area and he was in that year erecting a home containing 

all city conveniences and costing $15,000. His farm was 

valued at $60,000 and carried but one mortgage, at $10,000.

This man had been helped by the Jewish Agricultural and In­

dustrial Aid Society during his earlier years on the land and

ascribed much of his success to the council and guidance which
1.

he was given by that organization.

The progress of the Jewish farmers in Geneva and

Ashtabula continued in 1926. Many of them took hold of ne­

glected farms with run down lands and buildings and converted

them into successful vineyards with small expenditures of

capital. Although the Jewish farmers were much in the minor­

ity they produced one-half of the total grapes grown in the
2.

district in 1926.
In 1926, however, the Jewish farmers began to have

difficulties with their grape crops. Despite the shelter

afforded to them by the lake, faro sts damaged their crops and

they also began to feel the effects of prohibition which they 

1.
2.

J.A.S.
J.A.S.

Report,
Report,

1923, p. 33.
1926, p., 26.
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had not noticed Immediately. Wholesale prices of grapes

fell in 1927 and a conference was called by the United States

Chamber of Commerce to deal with better methods of marketing

and the Introduction of new lines of production. Thus we see
again the evils of the one-crop system.1'

In 1927, despite their relatively pofr financial

conditions the farmers in the area began to think about

religious education for their children. Arrangements were

made in that year for a special Sunday afternoon session of

religious school at The Temple in Cleveland for the farmers’

children. Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver was active in assisting
2.

the farmers to carry out their plan.

In 1928 the grape farmers of Geneva staged a big

celebration on Labor Day at which Rabbi A.H. Silver and Mr.

Alfred Benesch of Cleveland were the guests of honor. At

that occasion the farmers were considering the possibility

of erecting their own community house but had to proceed
I ® •

cautiously because of the uncertain natire of their crops.

During the following year the Jewish Agricultural

Society gave the farmers of Geneva support in their work to

build their own community center and religious school.

Thus there came to be quite a Jewish community

around Geneva with the few scattered Jewish farmers around

Ashtabula being included in these activities also. Despite 1 * 3 4

1. J.A.S. Report, 1927, pp. 22 and 51.
2.’ Ibid.
3. TO. Report, 1928, p.29.
4. J.A.S. Report, 1929, p. 27.
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tivity of the farmers and their desire to stay on their

farms as well as to participate in communal life, the grape

business was still not stabilized. The grape merchants were

able to control the grape market and purchase grapes at almost

any price they desire^ from the farmers. This was possible

because the farmers were not organized. The procedure was

something like this: The wholesale buyers of grapes would

wait until the grapes were almost ready to be picked, and
which

they would then offer prices/were not high enough to meet the

necessary expenses of the farmer in growing and cultivation.

Since grapes are an extremely perishable crop the farmers could

not hold out as long as the wholesalers and frequently they

were forced to accept lower prices than were fair. This was

especially true when one or two farmers would give way and

sell their grapes while the others were trying to hold out.

Because of this non-cooperation the wholesalers were able
1.

to completely dominate the farmers.

In the last few years, however, the problem has

been solved by the conversion of many of the grapes into

wine and by the cooperation of farmers in the district to pre­

vent abuses emanating from 'the wholesalers. There are several

Jewish farmers who have become interested in the wine busi­

ness since the repeal of Prohibition. This demonstrates the

natural desire upon the part of the Jew to get into business

whenever possible. The problem of children leaving for the 

1. J.A.S. Report, 1934, p. 29; see also 1936, p.27.
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city has not been so great in thissectlon although many of

the young men and women do not care for the occupation of

their parents. The farmers have never been isolated and easy

contact is always made between the larger cities of North era

Ohio and Pennsylvania. The future promises to be satisfactory

as the whole disturbed situation is now becoming settled.

Viticulture is on a sound basis because of the hatural loca­

tion and there is every reason for continued success on the

part of the farmers. The settlements have never been very

large, and if there are thirty Jewish farmers in the dis­

trict today it is a large number.

TENNESSEE

There is record of only one Jewish farming colony

in Tennessee. The facts concerning the colony are not very

clear, and norecord of the settlement exists after 1918. The

settlement was located in Williamson county, Tennessee. The

soil upon which the colony was placed was generally productive

and capable of supporting a remunerative agriculture. The soil

was composed of reddish brown loams and silt loams with a good

number of limestone outcroppings. This last factor did not

make the land difficult for farming purposes.

In 1918 there were about thirty Jewish farming fam- j

ilies in Williamson county who had come to Tennessee from Ch4- 

1. U.S. Department of Agriculture, Bureau of Agricultural Econ­
omics , Op. cit.
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cago quite a few years before, probably about 1913. From the

beginning of their settlement on the land the people engaged

in farming. At the start they did not know anything about

farming practices nor did they do well. But some of the men

of the colony too/fcourses at the University of Tennessee and

they improved the agricultural methods of the settlement.

They were able to take the short courses offered by the Uni­

versity in the winter time since they did not then interfere

with their farming. After taking the coutses they are said
1.

to have commenced producing profitable crops. Jewish agai-

culture in Tennessee/ is relatively unimportant.

DELAWARE

In 1923 there were also a few Jewish farmers in Del­

aware. They had not been very successful in the state because

of their distance from the farm markets. But in 1923 they
began to go into poultry raising on*small scales and their

success became more noticeable. Jewish agriculture in Dela­

ware is not important, being overshadowed by the greater
2.

activity in New Jersey.

ILLINOIS

In Illinois there were no concerted efforts at plant­

1. American Israelite, July 4, 1918.
2. J.A.S. Report, 1923, p.43.
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ing colonies and the Jewish farmers were not located in any

one distiict. Nevertheless we must make nojre of them since

there are a good number of Jewish farmero located in the

state at the present time. Their agriculture is not very ex­

tensive although of few of them have large farms on which

they grow staple crops. Their fauns compare favorably with
land owned by non-Jewish farmers in the state.1’

THE FAR WEST

Turning to the far west we find that the agricultural

condition of the Jewish farmer did not improve as time went

on. Indeed, the Jewish farmer ceased to be of any great im­

portance in the west after about 1920. One pff the chief rea­

sons for the failure of the Jew in this region was due to

the fact that irrigation projects did not develops as planned 

and the Jews were not able to continue on their relatively

small holdings without some form of irrigation. While the

Jewish farmers were waiting for the water to be brought to 

their farms they had to turn to other activities. In their

transition from a pure agriculture to other activities some

of them remained in the new professions instead of returning

to agriculture. This was particularly true in Wyoming where

the Jewish farmer waited long and fruit less., for irrigation
2.

to be put in for their convenience. 1 2

1. J.A.I.A.S. Report, 1917, p. 9.
2. J.A.I.A.S. Report, 1916, p. 11.
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The farmers that did keep their holdings and stayed

in farming did fairly well. These men were the more hardy

farmers and the ones who were more likely to succeed. How­

ever the Jewish farm situation in the west in 1917 was not

encouraging. It was a time when prices were high and when

faimers were making more money than they had ever made before.

At this time the following was reported of Javish farmers in

North Dakota and Wyoming:

"The Jewish farmers in these sections are lo­
cated on free government land. The number is de-
clinig rapidly. The older sections are being left
by the older settlers and fav are arriving. But
many change merely their location and not their vo­
cation. Thus, former homesteaders are no.\ifecattered
Hmong Jewish farming communities in eastern and
middlewestern states where the climate is more hos­
pitable and the surroundings more congenial."

This tendency on the part of Jewish farmers to leave

the area of the first western settlement has continued and to­

day there are scarcely any farmers in these areas who were
2•

placed there by the early Jewish agricultural societies.

CALIFORNIA

We have already.mentioned that there was no wide­

spread attempt made at Jewish colonization in California.

This fact is rather surprising since California was certainly

a desirable locale for farming purposes, until we realize

that there was not much cheap land available for Jewish farm­

1 J.A.I.A.S. Report, 1917, p. 9.
2* Linfield, O£. cit., pp. 99, 102, 105, 107.



-652-

ers in the area. We have already mentioned Sacramento county

as one of the regions which was an early location of Jewish

farmers. In 1917 there was a Jewish farmer located at

Orangevale in Sacramento county where Deinard's Jewish farm­

ing colony had once failed. Another Jewish fanner in Cali­

fornia at about the same time was a Mr. Goldstein who was

located in Florin, in Sacramento county. Both of these farm-
1.

ers had good land on which to work.

There were also a very few scattered Jewish fanners

in some other sections of California, in Calaveras county,

and in Tuolumne county. But there was no concentrated effort

at colonization after the failure of Deinard. Today Calif­

ornia offers opportunity to any man who has money enough to

buy rich farm land and set up a farm on it. Few Jews are

willing to take the necessary risks. In addition to that

fact there are other professions and investments which per­

haps yield a higher return than does farming. Therefore Cal­

ifornia has remained practically untouched by Jewish farm­

ers with the exception of a few scattered land owners too

insignificant to spend any amount of time on. The centrali­

zation of Jews AAs the cities in California with few Jews

living in rural areas except when they 4-ive on estates.

THE IMPORTANCE OF THE YEARS

1914-1940

1. Emanuel, June 8, 1917.
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A few words of comment on the recent period of the
history of the American Jew in agriculture are necessary at

present time. We intend to call attention only to the

trends which are noticeable in the period which we hacre

just completed. We shall attempt to simplify these trends

as much as possible so that they will represent general move­

ments to the reader.

Jhe Jew has always been an urban dweller. On that

factor lies more significance than appears at first glanna,

Because the Jew preferred to live in cities he did not par­

ticularly care to leave than for farms. 'When he did go to

farms to take up his life he chose farms located close to

larger cities. Of course the Russian refugee had no such

chance for selection since his preferences were ignored.

Many of the Russian refugee projects were out in the wilder­

nesses where land was cheap and vast tracts of it could be

had as homesteads.

Because of the predilection of the Jew for land

which was clese to cities, which manifested itself during

later stages of the "back to the soil" movement, the Jew­

ish farmers, were forced to pay higher prices for their land

than if they had gone farther out into the unsettled portions

of the country. Because of the higher prices they had to

huy smaller acreages. This in turn led to the necessity of

producing crops which were relatively high in price. Due to

these circumstances the Jew became engaged in the fanning ac­

tivity of poultry raising. Finding his land in many places
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-uxtatle for farming, ma t0Q

turned to poultry „ the answer to hie problem. Profits

were high and little space was Meded. Shill was readily

acquired and markets were usually available. Thus poultry

raisins became the most Important farming,antlvity or the

Jewish termers In their final stages ot development.

v/e find that there were very few Jews who were en­

gaged in the production of staple agricultural crops such

as corn, wheat, cotton, or any of the other grain crops such

as barley, rye, etc., etc. Jews did not generally engage

in extensive cattle raising, partly because they did not have

the capital to invest, and partly because of their distaste

for the solitude of the prairies. This the Jewish farmer

living in isolation is rare. Running as a corollary to that

statement we find that the major activity on the part of Jews

has been in the east where population centers are large and

where there is a high concentration of Jews in the cities.

There are, of course, a few exceptions to this statement, for

some Jewish farmers are located west of the kississippi

River. However, these are insignificant insofar as their

effect on the agricultural development of the American Jew

is concerned.
Another point M Importance In summarizing tin recent

period la the decided trend among J»lsh farmers away from

agriculture and into business as soon as they have become

fairly .ell establMhed on the land. This trend is even more

marked on the part of the children of the Jewish farmers.
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We have noted the unwillingness of the Jewish young men and

women to remain on the pazental farm even though they could

see that their parents were successful on the land. This

tendency on the part of young men and women to leave the

farm and to go to the larger cities where they either went

into business or the professions is one of the major prob­

lems confronting the Jew in agriculture today. There must

be a change in attitude on the part of young Jewish men and

women in order to perpetuate what little there is of Jewish

agriculture.

The general picture that we derive from a survey

of the Jewish farmer is not a favorable one. He is not a

vital force in American agriculture although he exists and

in some cases prospers in the profession. On the other hand

his position in agriculture is far less important than it

should be in comparison to. his position in other fields of

work.
There is a future for the Jewish farmer if he will

only take advantage of what is available to him. The Jew

can farm if he will farm. Surely there are Jews who live the

land, and the honest feeling of accomplishment and satisfact­

ion that comes when one sees the fruit of one’s handiwork.

Surely there are yome young men and women who will see that

the important things in life are the Wand vital things,

and that life in constant contact with natural forces in in­
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finitely superior to the humanity-scarred life of the cities.

Education .can open men’s minds. Inspiration will be their

spur. Some Jews will find their way to the land, their place

on the land, as some already have, and wonder why their eyes

were closed for so long a time.
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AGRICULTURAL schools

The woodbine AGRICULTURAL SCHOOL

In March, 1893, Col. John B. 'Weber, foimer Tmmjgration

Commissioner or the port or New York, was asked to explore the

possibilities Tor the successful establishment or a school devo­
ted to "industry and agriculture”,1' steps had alfeady been ta­

ken as early as mat date to enable the farmers or Woodbine end

their children to acquire information on agricultural topics.

Stereopticon pictures and demonstrations in fields and orchards

had been the limit of the efforts to educate the colonists in
2.

new and better methods of agriculture.

Upon the favorable report of Col. Weber, the upper

story of a large barn was converted into a class room and about
forty acres of land was put aside to be used as a denonstration

farm. A mechani na 1 shop was put in on the first floor of the

bam. It was to be used for instruction in blacksmithing, car-

pentery, plumbing, etc. The first students of the improvised

school were the sons of Woodbine farmers. They paid for their

instruction in English and arithmetic along with the other sub­

jects specifically related to farm labor.
In October, 1894, the first regular class was organ-

ised. It consisted of fifteen toys. The subjtots of Instruc­

tion at that time consisted of English, American history, arlth- 1 2 3

1. Joseph, O£. cit«, P* 58,
2. Ibid.
3. Held.
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metic, mechanical drawing M lo ,
’ land, measuring Rnt

istry, domestic animal care a Dy’ 8hem~
ship to agriculture were also stMler01067 ^e:latloI,-
tne locale ror the practical ..T “

e11 as a “achine shop
where the students were instructed in tu v
in the principles of mechanics.1’ ' ‘“'a1"”8 " ‘°°1S “4

in the ran or 1895, the second sear or the school

there were 22 pupils enrolled, most or wta cane from Woodbine.

Anatomy and physiology were added to the curriculum of the

school during 1895. At the end of the term of the year 1895 a

class of twelve boys was graduated who had completed the course

of the school.

to t he work

expanded so

In 1896, the number/ of students enrolled in the

school was about the sane. During that year the graduating 

that its work could be more effective.

suggested that the orphans be admitted -dl.l-h

ren or Partners as pupils i°r the sc^°

class consisted of 19 boys. The curriculum was enlarged during

1896 and some theoretical subjects were instituted. Before

this time the subjects had all been of a practical nature. Up

to this time the school had been in an experimental stage. It

was supported by the Baron de Kirsch. *und and its nominal leader

and head was pro lessor Sabsorioh. In 1896 he pointed with pride

that me school had done. He felt that the enter­

prise was a success and that It was tine for the school to be

' -■>—, sabsovLch

Edition to the child-

h Ml:: J:
3. Ibid.
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For assistance inenlarging the school Sabsovich and.

the Fund, turned to ihe Jewish Colonization Association. This

organization had had considerable experience abroad with edu­

cational natters and was in a position to know the best meth­

ods of handling such a project of enlargement. The changes in­

cluded an increase in the land devoted to school purposes from

50 to 270 acres. A donnitory was to be built as well as a

blacksmith's shop. Old structures were to be rebuilt and other

improvements were to be made. Sabscvich felt that the increased

operating expenses could be met through the additional revenue

that would be derived from the cultivation of the lands of the
1.

school.

After much deliberation and with some hesitation the

Jewish Colonization Association granted $23,850 for the proposed

changes in the school and an allowance of $12,000 to take care

of the current expenses of the enterprise.

Immediately after the money was received reorganiza­

tion was started and the improvements were made as planned. In

1898 the school had a registration of fifty students and in a

short time increased the number to sixty. The ages of the pu­

pils ranged from 14 to 18. The attendance of students from the

colony of Woodbine dropped and the majority of the pupils came

from New York and Philadelphia. There were fourteen orphans

enrolled in the school after the reorganization too place.

1. Joseph, 0£. cit., P« 59.
2. Ibid.
3. Tbid.
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In addition to physical improvements the courses of

the school were also broadened. The students were divided into

three classes. More theoretical work was introduced as well

as continuation of the more practical aspects of an agricultur­

al education. In 1899 Sabsovich asked for a new building to

take the place of the one that had been remodeled twice. The

enrollment was expected to rise to a figure somewhere between

125 and 200 and the school had to expand. The Jewish Coloni­

zation Association made another contribution to the building

fund that was being set up for the construction of the new
1.

building which was to cost about $20,000.

But things were not as snooth as they seemed in the

eonduct of the school. Despite the fact that improvements were

being made and that the school was constantly becoming larger,

there were forces at work which seemed to militate against the

continuation of the school. The students were not satisfied.

Mni nly young boys, they had been put to work in the fields of

the school at labor that would have been difficult for their

fathers. When we remember that one of the cheif incomes of the

enterprise was from its produce we can see nhow important it

was that the students perform their labor in the fields. In

addition to their class work this work was too rigorous, giving

them little time for recreation, and still less for any inde­

pendent study. They soon expressed their discontent with the

situation through a strike. The action on the part of the

1. Joseph, op,, cit., p. 61.
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students met with a great imount of puUXoily in the Jtaviah

press and elsewhere, moat of it unfavorable, The aehool waa

criticized and its director, Prof. Sabsovich, was severely

taken to task. The upshot of the strike was the formation of

a Board of Governors which was to supervise the conduct of the

school, and to make sui’e that the instructors and instruction

were satisfactory.

At about the same time (1900-1910) there was addit­

ional trouble because of the curriculum and the hl^i per capita

expense of conducting the school. The per capita cost was a-

bout ^390 a pupil which was considered as being outrageously

high. Sabsovich had promised that the cost would be only &180

per pupil when the airollment had reached 100, and at 120 it was

still over twice the promised anount. Disputes raged over wheth­

er the curriculum should be mainly practical or theoretical.

The question as to the length of time that the student should

spend in the school before graduation was also discussed by the

Jewish Colonization Association and Sabsovich, who remained the

power behind the school. Again in 1900 the Jewish Colonization

Association cane through with a grant for the school, this time

of $30,000. in 1901 Sabsovich made a decided change in the

curriculum. The original requirements were abandoned—those

of a common school education. This necessitated the institution

of a Primary Department for those who had not attended public

school. A scientific department was also set ip for those pu-

1. Joseph, op. cit., p. 69.
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pils who were recognized as having special skills which should

be developed. The length of stay of the student at the school

was changed from three years to two years and two months.

One of the main points that had been in constant dis­

pute was the question of whether the school should be a theor­

etical training ground or a place where a practical knowledge

of agriculture could be gained by the student. Sabsovich was

in favor of training the stud sits for work in the more special­

ized fields of agriculture. He wanted then, to gi into the sci­

ence of agriculture in which he himself was recognized as an

expert. The Jewish Colonization Association did not agree

with Sabsovich on this subject and their main objection to the

continuation of the school rested on that ground. Compromises

were effected and the curriculum offered both the theoretical
2.

and the practical to the student.

Despite the disputes and the constant trouble that

the school had in soliciting money from sources other than the

Baron de Hirsch Fund, it managed to continue and to graduate

classes of about twenty students a year. In 1904 the problem

!
* ■ of the school started all over again. Almost the entire staff

of the school resigned because they were unsatisfied with the

conditions under which they had to work. They complained of

/ poor salaries, too much work, aid too much responsibility. The

turnover in instructors, paternalism, and lack of strict disci­

pline brought about another student strike in April on 1904

J' 1. Joseph, O£. cit., PP« 70-71‘
2. Ibid.,
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which was met with flaming editorials In th. Yiddish papers

in New York and in other large cities with a higi Jewish pop-

ulation.

An investigating committee was appointed to. wake a

report as to the amount of success that the school had met

with. They blemed the Woodbine Agricultural School's bad po­

sition onto several factors. The committee stated that the aims

of the school were not clear, and that they were constantly

changing, thus prohibiting any crystallization in the minds of
of

the students and faculty/what the school stood for. Poor ad­

ministrative management and control was a feature of the school

since its inception and Sabsovich was blamed by the committee

as being the man responsible for this condition. Along with

the shifting aims of the school, the curriculum also shifted so

that there was no definite curriculum. The course of study was

too often over^scientific. We have pointed out how Sabsovich’s

interests were largely scientific since he was a soil chemist.

It was only natuvs 1 that he should project his interests into

the program of the school. The committee also complained that

the per capita cost was too high. They stated that the students

exploited that school since many of them took advantage of the

free education and board for a means of acquiring an education

without charge. The teaching A^aff was a constant source of

difficulty since it was neither stable nor adequate. The teach­

ers received poor salaries and did not care to teach in an ex­

clusively Jewish school. Since the majority of the teachers

1. Joseph, op. cit., p. ’71.
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were non-Jews they did not feel at home among the students of

the school and wanted to be with their o//n people. This did

not make for efficient instruction or a good student-faculty

relationship. The canmittee concluded its report with the

point of tBne poor discipline of the boys who attended the school.

■1'he boys did practically as they wished. There was no regu­

lar attendance at classes and the knowledge that vas gained by

the students in the haphazard methods of instruction did not

condform to the standards of the day. Equipment was inadequate,

even though a great deal of money had been spent on it, and
1.

the buildings of the school were also not sufficient.

All during the existence of the school the Baron de

Hirsoh Fund had been spenidng from $35,000 to $40,000 a year

on it. This money was in addition to the funds which the school

received from other sources such as the Jewish Colonization

Association and private donations. After the report of the in­

vestigating committee which showed what things were specifically

wrong with the institution there was an attempt to ronedy the

defects before the whole plan would go to pieces.

It was felt by some of the members of the Board of

Trustees of the Fund that in order to make the school worth

while there should be a graduating class of from fifty to seventy

five each year. The curriculum was to be reorganized again

with the following imporvemaats: The Primary Department was

to be eliminated as well as those students who came to the

1. Joseph, op. cit»» P«
2. Ibid., p. 73.
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school merely for the purpose of learning English. A two year

course was to be instituted in 1904. During the summer- the

work of the students was to consist of work in the field. In

the winter the practical sides of farming woulh^ be taken

up in the class rooms. During the last summer at the school

the pupils were to be sent to a farmer for practical instruct­

ion in the problems that they would face on a farm. When it

cane time for the boy’s graduation from the school jobs were to

be found for them by agents of the Fund, specially employed for

that purpose. If any of the graduating students wished to set­

tle on a farm they were to be assisted in their search fbr a
1.

suitable location by the Jewish Agricultural Society.

In 1906 questions began to be raised as to the reasons

for the continuation of the school. The point was made that

after an expenditure of between $400,000 to $500,000, only 120

young men had been graduated from the school. This was con­

sidered to be an out and out failure by many of those men ac­

tively interested in the institution. The new curriculum and

alterations did not seem to make much difference in the qual­

ity of work that was being done in the school or in the type

of young man that was being turned out onto farms. The Jewish

Colonization Association also was disatisfied with the work of

the school and only grudgingly continued its support which was
I  to consist of $20,000 yearly for three years thereafter. (1906-

| 2.
1909)

1. Joseph, op. clt., p. 73.
2. Ibid, p. 76.



-666-

In 1911 A. L. Schalit, an authorized representative

of the Jewish Colonization Association stated that the school

was a "sort of agricultural factory taking as raw material

city children with no ideas of farming and devoid of any natur­

al inclination for the life of a farmer". * The fact was

brought out that only ten students a year became farmers at a

cost of ^4,000 each for their education up to ‘the time that

they were prepared to leave the school. Schalit showed that the

short term courses of the universities were much more suited to

the needs of the Jew in agriculture than was the continuation

of such a school. The conclusion of Schalit was contrary to the

position of the Baron de Hirsch Fund in supporting the school.

He stated that "there is absolutely no reason for keeping up
2.

an agricultural school in the United States". Despite the an­

tagonism of the Jewish Colonization Association, that organi­

zation renewed its grants to the school of $20,00 a year for
3.

1910, 1911, 1912.

In 1912 another student strike caused reorganization

of the school once again. This time a marked improvement in

the type of administration set up in Jrhe school became notice­

able. The students were given an opportunity to govern them­

selves and the spirit of the school became better than i> had

been sinde it began. In that year also a system was worked out

making the instruction more effective through the distribution

1. Joseph, op. cit., p. 7 7.
2. Ibid.,
3. Ibid,. p. 78.
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of lecture sheets. Up to this time it had been impossible for

the school to procure the necessary books for the students in

simple, non-technical language. The lecture sheets, which were

worked out by the instructors, told the students all they had

to know non-technic ally and were an invaluable supplement to

the class-room and laboratory instruction. These sheets were

retained by the students after graduation.
664

During 1912 there were/applicat ions for entrance into

the school of which only 69 could be handled due to the limited

dormitory space. A problem at this time was the enlargement of

the school to handle more students. The per capita cost was

about #700 per student which was considered to be much too

high. This cost was seen as being able to be lowered through

an increase in the size of the student body which would reduce

the per capita cost and also give the school a larger group of

students to work with. That a deman existed for agricultural

training was shown by 745 app inquiries and 3B5 applications for

admission between March, 1915, and January, 1916.

In 1915 the position of the Jewish Colonization As­

sociation was affected by the War and the subventions which it

was able to give to the Woodbine Agric ultural School were
necessarily cut/* At this time a suggestion was made that

$50,000 be used for a much needed renovation of the. school. The

proposition immediately called to the minds of the Trustees of

the school all the thought that had been placed on the problem

1. Joseph, op. cit., p. 79.
2. Ibid., p. 82.
3. Ibid., p. 85.
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of removal during the years from 1912 on. During that time

the main reasons for removal of the school from the neigh­

borhood of Woodbine was largely that the fertility of the soil

was not as high as it might have been. Many of the proponents

of removal thought that a new location would enable the students

to learn more since they would be working in a better medium.

The argument was also advanced that it was not a wise thing to

keep on putting money into an antedated plant. It was brought

out that if an entirely new school was built with the plan in

ming of housing a larger number of students the inefficiency

of the older school and its hi^i per capita cost would be elim-
1.

inated.

Therefore, when a joint offer was received from

Messrs. Schiff and Rosenwald in September, 1916, of $300,000 as

a joint gift for the purchase of land to be used as a new lo­

cation for an agricultural school, the final bit of encourage­

ment had been received and plans were made to go ahead with the
2.

removal.

After careful consideration and the employment of ex­

perts to select the land for the new site, which was one of the

conditions of the gift, a tract of land was purchased at Peek­

skill, New York. In the meantime classes were continuing at the

old school in Woodbine. The citizens of Woodbine were quite

 displeased at the action of the Board in deciding to remove the

school from that town. They held that the school had always-

1. Joseph, op. cit., P« 86.
2. Ibid.I ----
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been one of the chief attractions of the city and was the

cause of many people coming there to live who would otherwise

have located elsewhere.

Plans were made for the building of a new school

at Peekskill and the lands were impoa-ved for the cultivation

of crops. It was necessary, however, to def er the completion

of plans for the establishment of the school until after the

War. This was necessary because of the higi price of labor

and materials during the ’War and also because of the large

number of students who were away, either overseas or in training

camps. In 1919 plans were resumed. It was estimated that a

million dollars would be needed to complete the school. The

Jewish Agricultural Society and the Baron de Sirs ch Fund were

looked to as the most ready organizations to supply the money
2.

unattainable through public donations.

However, there became noticeable among the Trustees

of the school at this time a different feeling regarding the

proceeding with construction. It was felt that since immigra­

tion was slowing up the necessity for a school no longer existed

to the degree that it did before. Also, the Americanization of

foreign-born students could be accomplished in the regular

schools of the countxy. The agricultural schools of the uni­

versities could be utilized since they provided better educa­

tional opportunities than did any agricultural school of a

sectarian nature. Since the Jewish Colonization Association

1. Joseph, op. cit., p. 86.
2. Ibid., p. 87.



-6 70-I '
could not give any help it was found necessary to abandon plans

for the Peekskill school and to sell the property. The money

f was returned to the Messrs. Schiif ani Rosenwald. This was

done In 1919 during which year also the buildings of the old

school of Woodbine were given to the state of New Jersey to be
> 1.

used as a home for the feeble-minded.

a " So passed the initial attempt on.the part of a Jewish

society to establish an agricultural school which would serve

the Jewish people as a producer of a trained group of farmers

capable of taking their places in society as competent agri­

culturists. Although the 7/oodbine Agricultural School was a

failure another school running contemporaneously with it for

almost all of the time it lasted was a success. This school,

from a slow start, has come to a respected and well thought oC

position today. We speak, of course, of the National Fann

School, near Doylestown, in Bucks county, Pennsylvania.

THE NATIONAL FARM SCHOOL

The National Farm School is today the only potent

educational factor dealing with agriculture in which Jews are

vitally interested. Beginning later than the Woodbine Agricul­

tural School, it has risen to heights unachieved by that or-

gaaiization. Despite the fact that this school’s founder was a

Jew and a rabbi, the institution has not devoted itself exclu­

sively to Jews. Today it is a non-sectarian organization with

1. Joseph, op. cit., p. 8S-
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a faculty composed of non-Jews for the most part.

The National Farm School, located near Doylestown,

Bucks county, Pennsylvania, is largely the result of the work

of one man—Dr. Joseph Krauskopf. When Dr. Krauskopf visited

Odessa, Russia, in the summer of 1894, he was greatly impressed

and inspired by a Model Farm which he saw in operation in that

city. It had been set up in 1891 and in the course of three

years' time had expanded to cover 100 acres of ground in ad­

dition to the necessary houses and shops. It drew upon the or­

phan asylums of the country for the great number of its pu­

pils who were given well-rounded agricultural educations by

the school. Farming, stock-raising, dairying, and gardening,
1.

were among the main subjects of instruction.

Dr. Krausjjopf was so inspired by the sight of the

boys and girls at work in the fields that he determined to

do all in his power to found a similar organization in the

United States. From the earliest time that he did any thinking

on the subject he wished to give worthy boys a chance regard­

less of their race or creed. Not only did he foresee a happy

and prosperous life on the farm for the students of his school,

but he visualized the young men as filling the need for agri­

cultural superintendents who would be needed to take over the

many colonial efforts that were being made in the United States

as a result of the Russian Immigration.

Krauskopf had an original and practical method for

1. American Israelite, May 30, 1895.
2. Tbit;
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the raising of the necessary funds for the project which he was

advocating. Popular as a lecturer, he made himself available

for lectures all over the country. His fee was $100 a lecture.

The entire amount was turned over by him to the school in which

he was so deeply interested. In addition to this he asked for

donations of funds from all interested persons of which there

were many in the country, both among Jews and non-Jews.

Dr. Krauskopf's method of raising money proved to be

effective. Not only did he himself through his lectures con­

tribute to the funds of the prospective school, but by appear­

ing in many cities he was able to induce many people to contri­

bute who would not otherwise have been interested in the pro­

ject. By Sept., 1895, he had earned $4,000 from his lecture

tour alone, and a tract of land was purchased for the school’s
2.

location.

This original tract of land consisted of 120 acres,

and was situated near Philadelphia in Bucks county. At the

time of the purchase of the land plans were formulated for the

erection of buildings and for other necessary improvements.

"Al 1 that whining about sensationalism is absurd,, when a great

work is to be done, to accomplish which adequate means and mea­

surements must be employed, let them look sensational if they

are only not mean or dis reputable. ”
By the spring of 1896 a fund of about $16,000 had been

1. American Israelite, May 30, 1895.
2. American Israelite, September 26, 1895.
3. Ibid. •
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acquired by Dr. Krauskopf/ Implements and materials for the

farm and school had been offered by many individuals who were

convinced of the value of the work that was being done. In

Atlanta the National Council of Jewish Women promised to furnish

the dairy of the Model Farm. Large tracts of land in Texas

were given to the school to serve as farms for its graduates.

The school was to be run cooperatively from its in­

ception. St/udents were to be supplied with board, lodging,

clothing and instriction. At the same time they were to be

paid for the work that they did in the fields from the first

of April to the first of October. For -this work they were to

be givoi credit on the books also. A sufficient amount of work

and money was to be assured them so that there would be a bal­
ls.

ance in their favor at the end of the year.

In contnast to the Woodbine Agricultural School, the

National Farm School was located on land that was suitable for

agricultural pursuits without the use of a great deal of fertil­

izer or other artificial methods of soil preparation. Perhaps

it is because of the favorable location of the school that

there were so fett difficulties in its administration from its

beginnings up to the present time.

April 10, 1896 was the date of the granting of the

charter of the National Farm School. Building and organization

work went on until the following year, upon the completion of

the students’ dormitory the school was opened. The first en-

1. American Israelite, April 2, 1896.
2. Ibid.
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roHment of the school consisted of 15 students which we may

recall as being larger than the first class of the Woodbine

Agricultural School.

By 1898 the success of the institution seemed to be

assured. At tbe end of that year the school had increased its

investment in grounds and buildings, live-stock and equipment,

to above $40,000. It had an income of $5,000 a year from its

subscribers, and $2,000 a year from the crops which were grown

by the students. The students were receiving instruction^ both
2.

in theoretical and practical farming.

In 1899 a rather unpleasant incident occurred in con­

nection with the natural rivalry that existed betiveen the Nation­

al Nairn School and the 'Woodbine Agricultural School. Although

the latter was heavily endowed by the Baron de Hirsch Fund and

the Jewish Colonization Association, the school was not the al­

most immediate success that the National Farm School had be­

come. One of the patrons of the ’Woodbine school, Mr. Jacob

Schiff of New York, had also been a patron of ihe National Farm

School when it was first organized. But when he saw that one

school was progressing with few difficulties while ihe other

was having many problems, he regretted that he had given his

support to the National Farm School, which was established la­

ter than the school at Woodbine. He felt strongly in the sub­

ject at the time, being a member of the Board of Trustees of the

Woodbine Agricultural School, and he did not want to see that

2. American
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institution destroyed by its younger rival. He, and other

prominent people of the time refused to continue their sup­

port of the National Farm School on the grounds that one Jew­

ish agricultural school was sufficient and that to divert the it*

energies was to render work inefficient. Despite their refu­

sal of support the school continued successfully since many

others of its patrons refused to change their allegiance.

On December 27, 1900, James Wilson, Secretary of Ag­

riculture in the United States Cabinet, visited the. National

Farm School. The Secretary, vtfio was supposed to be well-in­

formed as to the status of every agricultural school in the

country stated that the National Farm School, young as it was

at the time "approaches more nearly to the necessities of the

subject than any college in any state of the Union....its men

are wll-versed in soils, physics, and animal pathology".

In 1901 seven students had completed the four-year

course of the college and were graduated. They were placed on

farms in the neighborhood of the school---- namely, in the small

villages of Norristown, Pottstown, and Addison. In later

years the students of the school scattered far from their ori­

ginal region of instruction. We have seen how some of them

fared in our accounts of some of the Russian refugee colonies

with Farm School graduates as their super intend aits.

From the time of the opening of the National Farm

1. American Israelite,
2. American Israelite;
3. American Israelite,

January 11, 1900 •
August 10, 1899.
April 2, 1908.
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School its growth has been one of steady improvement. Vast

building programs were made possible by the increase in com­

munal interest. Today the campus of the school is one of the

finest of the agricultural schools in the country. The stu­

dents of the school, who now number close to 200, are housed

in modem dormitories. Botanical and chemical laboratories,

as well as green houses have been erected. Model dairies,

barns, and poultry houses have been built. A well-equipped

library, artesian wells, macadam roads, and modern heating sys­

tems have all been added to the school's physical set-up. The

farm land in use by the students has been increased from the

initial plot of 127 acres to 1,200 acres of land under culti-
1.

vation.

Dr. Krauskopf had always been insistent that academic

subjects as well as practical agricultural training be given to

the city-bred boys who attended the school. Because of this

belief the curriculum of the school has constantly expanded to

fit the needs of modern times. English and English literature

are taught; farm law, applied hygiene, botany, chemistry, en­

tomology, horticulture, animal husbandry, general agriculture,

and mechanics are all completely dealt with in the school’s

three-year course of instruction. The environment of the school

tends to make the students farm-minded and farm-co ns ci ous and

at the same time serves their intellectual needs.

The students of the school work on an alternating sys-

1. Jewish Times, March 1, 1935.
2. ibid.
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tm. By dividing the boys into two groups this system was

made possible and worked to good advantage. For a six or

eight week period one group takes class work, the other tak­

ing industrial work in the fields. At the eni of the per­

iod the groups alternate. In ibis manner the students get a
maximum of practical experience and theoretical training.1 2’

Dr. Krauskopf served as the president of the Nation­

al Farm School until his death in 1923, His work was entirely

a labor of love and an indication of his deq> belief in the

position of the Jew in American agriculture. Upon his death

his place was taken by Herbert D. Allman who was succeeded in
2.

1939 by Dr. Harold B. Allen.

IZodern methods are employed by the National Farm

School not only in class room instruction but also in the in­

stitution’s contacts with the outside world. An interesting

booklet is put out by the school and sent to those upon whom

the institution depends for help. The booklet shows with ac­

tual costs and figures just how much certain items which are

needed badly would cost. These items are listed from $1.00,

the cost of feeding a student four meals, up to $75,000, the

cost of. a new dormitory. In between Items vary from such

things a. corn planters, tractors, am combines, to microscopes

moving picture machines, am an organ. This effective way or

- . presenting the needs or the school has brought good results.

The rollcwlng requirements ere Included as necessary

1. Jewish Times, March 1, 1940-41 0. 12,
2, National Farm School Catalogue, 1940 41, p.
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for admission to the school:

eraduTtl The candidate should te a high-school
ciQ.ua u Qt

+. "2‘ Th+ high sch°o1 record should show grades
that are not merely passing.

u. The ?an?idate ^ould give evidence of hav­
ing a deep and sincere interest in rural life.

"4. The candidate's high school record of his
course of study should have included considerable
science---- Botany, Biology, Chenistry, Physics, and
General Science.

"5. The candidate should have some community
interests and leadership qualities.

"6. Candidates for admission should, as far as
possible, have pleasing personalities.

"7. The candidate and his parents or sponsors
should give evidence of willingness-to make some
sacrifice in attending the school.

The National Farm School is a success and a vital force

in American and Jewish agriculture today. The progress of the

school has been gratifying to its sponsors and to all those who

have taken an active interest in it. The dream of Rabbi Kraus-

kopf has reached its fulfillment and his creation has become

all that he hoped it would be. Today there are graduates of the

National Farm School all over the United States. Although many

of them are no longer engaged in agricultural activities as

such, many of tjrem have been able to turn their interests to

allied interests industries and work with a great amount of

success. The training of the school not only has prepared men

L
of the National Fann

stitution. January 8, 1940.

ciQ.ua
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for work as farmers but has given many men the necessary back­

ground for advanced work in agriculture. Of these a good num­

ber are employed today by the Government as technicians, as

well as by private organizations. 7ie must keqp in. mind that

the National Farm School has maintained its non-secular char­

acter throughout its existence. Today the school looks ahead

to many more years of service in training young men for work

as farmers or as successful and efficient agricultural experts.



-680-

AGRICULTURE AND THE GERMAN- JEW ISH REFUGEE

Almost exactly fifty years after the passage of the

notorious May Laws in Russia, the motivating factor for png-mtn a

and subsequent mass migration of Jews from Russia, forces went

to work in Germany which were to compel the Jews to leave that

country in rapidly increasing numbers. During the first few

months of the then Chancellor Hitler’s power, the migration

from Germany to the United States trickled in with no apprec­

iable increase in number. We are aware that certain Jews did

not fear Hitler and had no inkling of their ultimate position

under his rule. But soon the numbers advanced from a trickle

to a mighty flood. In 1933 there were only 72 German-Jewish

refugees as compared to 30,096 who entered the United States

in 1939. During the intervening years the numba? constantly
1.

rose.

But the character and nature of the German refugee

who came to the United States differs from that of the Russian

refugee of the preceding century. Background, temperament,

and former life all are markedly dissimilar to those char­

acteristics of the Russian Jew. In our account of the German

Jewish refugee in this countiy and his relationship to agricul­

ture, we must bear in mind these differences which show in the

selection of profession and modes of life which the German Jew

was Interested in following.

, „ « Tnhnr Immigration and Naturalization Ser­
vice J s?eciallycompiled statistics prepared by Edward J. Shaugh

nessy, February 26, 1940.
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We may recall that the emigrant Russian was frequently

uneducated, illiterate, and poorly prepared for life in his new

home. In contrast to this condition that existed in the eight­

ies and nineties the German Jews have come to these shores

frequently the possessors of fine technical training, some with

wealthy backgrounds, many highly educated. With no desire to

criticize the Russian emigrant we must state that the German Jew

who has ccrne into the country has been much better equipped

to enter into his new life than was his eastern European brother.

Almost 80$ of the German Jews who have recently come into this

country (1939) were either professional men, commercial workers,

or skilled technical workers. Laborers and servants, as well

as those aigaged in unskilled professions have always been low

in number throughout the migration period from 1933-1939.

Perhaps this is the reason that there was no great

flurry of excitement of what to do for ihe German ref ugee when

he came to this country. No fantastic schemes were advocated

by Jews to place the newcomers on the land and to allow them

to do the best they could under the circumstances. We may

state with a reasonable amount of assurance that there have been

few, if any schemes, that compare irn impracticability with some

of the early colonization fiascos which took place on the

free government land of the middle west and west. The German

refugee has come into this country better equipped than the

Russian and in a far better position to cope with the many prob­

lems of his new life than his predecessor.
Perhaps for the reasons which we have enumerated above
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the natural inclination toward work which he had been familiar

with in the country of his birth, technical training, and better

education, the German refugee has been able to turn to other

occupations than farming in the United States. At the outset

we must make the point clear that the German Jew has not yet

come into any position of importance in agriculture in the United

States. We have seen how necessary experience is for success

in agriculture. It is impossible for an untrained person to

take up farming and to make a success in his new profession

from the start and with no previous training. Physical fitness,

confidence, patience, as well as the economic training all

play a very important part in the success of a new farmer on
1.

the land.

Although plans for farm s ettlements in the United

States for German Jewish refugees have been lacking there have

been many suggestions as to other places into which they might

be sent to take pp life as farmers and colonists in undeveloped

portions of land in many parts of the world. Alaska, British

Guina, Madagascar, South Aflrica, Brazil, and many other places ,

have been proposed as ideal sites for Jewish settlements. How­

ever, there has not been sufficient interest in those places as

agricultural settlements of German Jewish refugees to lay a

foundation for such a colony ani to carry it through success­

fully.
V/e have mentioned in passing the necessary training

1. tefwees. Anarchy or Orfanioatlon, BanCorn Bouse, New York,

1938.
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required for participation in agriculture today. It has been

clear to us throughout this paper that it is impossible for a

person to engage in agriculture before he has cample ted. a cer­

tain minimum instruction in the elements of his new profession.

And yet, when these/ opportunities are offered to German refugee

students, when they are given the chance to obtain an agricul­

tural education if they so desire, the vast majority of them

turn down their opportunity in favor of other professions which

they feel are more suited to their personalities. The choice

of study by German refugee students in the United States is

very illuminating, to say the least. We shall show how very

few young German students have any interest at all in agriculture

or in allied professions. Their interests are still centered,

as they were in Germany, about Law and Medicine, with business

coming into the preferred group of occupations also.

The following record of 166 German Jewish refugee/

students shows clearly their desire to take i? other occupations

than agriculture as their means of livelihood:

... .3 Languages........... .................7
,. . .1 .............. 23
... .1 J,i hrar tan ... ....................... .................5
... .2 Literature.................... .................1

Business Administration.. ... .2 .................3
, ...9 .................24
... .3 .................3
....2
...15
... .2
. . ..5

Pharmacy..........................
Philology................
Philosophy.....................

.................2

.................1

.................1

.... 7

...20

... .5
.................3
.................2
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The preference on the part of the young German ref­

ugees, both men and women, to engage in the work regarded in

their fatherland as being of a more elevating nature than that

of tilling the soil has resulted in very f®r German Jewish ref­

ugees being interested in going into agriculture as their pro­

fession.

But aside from the indifference on the part of the

German Jews to enter agriculture, other forces have been at

work which have excluded than from this occupation.

Selective immigration is made almost impossible by

the peesent quota regulations which govern immigration to the

United States. Agricultural immigrants are not given prefer­

ence in immigration although the regulations specify that "in

case of any national/ity, the quota for which is 300 or more,

skilled agriculturists, their vi'^,es and dependents under eight­

een, may have a preference up to 50% of the respective quota".

Despite this seeming perference not much good may be derived

from it because it is necessary to have an affidavit, prefer­

ably one from a relative, for immigration to the United States.

Thus, it is in effect, the relatives who make the selection,

and they do not necessarily select agriculturists as the bene­

ficiaries of their affidavits.
Another hindrance to the placement of refugee Jews in

agriculture is offered by the United States Consulates. They

are in charge of-immigration matters and are given the respon­

sibility of interpreting aid deciding who is and who is not

a skilled agriculturist. They have consistently interpreted
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"skilled agriculturists" in the strictest sense of the term.

Because of their strictness they do not give preference to

anyone who has engaged in agricultural work in connection with

4 some other work. They want real peasants of loi® standing or

people who have had some great degree of training in agricul­

tural schools which have been recognized by the Government.

Therefore, the preference in the quota regulations does not

help special agricultural immigrants. While this does not ap­

ply only to Jews the Anerican consulates are especially strict

in the case of Jews who are not generally regarded as farmers.

Statistics of the Immigration Department show that the immi­

gration of farmers from Germany to the United States has been
| very slight; in the years after the War about 85% or more of

the people who entered under the quota regulations were non­

agriculturists.

I' Nevertheless, despite the handicaps which are in the

way, there have been some fair number of German refugees who

have been sufficiently farm-minded to enter agri.culture as a

career. We sftall deal with these individuals in connection

ij with the organizations which have assisted than to take their

place on the land. On the whole, people who are suitable for

settlement, and who are refugees from Geiroany or the countries

under her domination are selected for colonization enterprises

------- outside of the United States because of the difficulty existing

under the present quota regulations to bring these people into

the United States.
In the course of our investigation to find out whet
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specific organizations were doirg to aid the Genian Jewish ref­

ugee to enter the field of agriculture we wrote to several bo­

dies to find their specific activities. Among -these were the

American Jewish Congress, the American Jewish Joint Distribu­

tion Committee, the Jewish Agricultural Society, the Refugee

Economic Corporation, the National Refugee Service, the Nation­

al Council of Jewish Women, and the American Jewish Comm-j ttee,

These organizations were all questioned by us through letters

as to the work that they were doing and their opinion as to the

future of the refugee in agriculture in this country. Most of

them referred us to the Jewish Agricultural Society with whom

we have been in constant correspondence throughout the writing

of this paper. Onle two or three organizations cared to give

an opinion as to the future of the Jew in agriculture. When

they did give an opinion it was usually one based on exaggera­

tion of materials at hand in order to create a falsely optim­

istic impression.

Naturally the Jewish Agricultural Society had done

more work with the German Jewish refugee in agriculture than

any other organization. We shall deal with this organization's

njork separately and at length after we have finished our sur­

vey of the accomplishments of other groups.

The work of the National Refugee Service may be seen

by quoting from a letter written to us by Samuel Axelroth, Ag-

hicultural Consultant of that organisation. According to Hr.

Axelroth, the National Hefugee Service "Is now regulating plane

which we hope will efforts of the Ja’iS1‘
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at large in settling refugees on the land in ever greater num­

bers. As to where the saturation point lies of land settlement

for refugee, I cannot undertake to answer this question at this

time. My feeling, however, is that we are still a long way

from reaching that point."

The activities of the National Council of Jewish'Wo­

men are explained in a letter from Emma Schreiber, Director

of Service to the Foreign Born, of March 1, 1940 s

"Our office comes into contact with this prob­
lem (agriculture as an avenue of adjustment for Ref­
ugees in this country since 1933) only indirectly.
We have assisted, with affidavits, such immigrants
who apply for an agricultural visa. Also, we have

> granted a small number of agricultural scholarships
to refugees who are completing agricultural train­
ing in this country."

The Refugee^ Economic Corporat ion.has been responsi­

ble for a small settlement of ten families in North Carolina
I and explains its activities as follows, in a letter written by

the assistant secretary of the organization, Emery Komlos, on

February 27, 1940: "With one exception---- that of the refugee

farm settlement in North Carolina---- all of our efforts to

place refugees in agriculture in the United States have been

made through this society." (referring to the Jewish Agricul­

tural Society)
I The remainder of the organizations dealing with the

refugee problem in this country referred us to the Jevish Ag-

------- ricultural Society. As «e have seen throughout this paper the

Society has been the most potent single force so far as the .

All other1. Personal correspondence dated February —
letters quoted have been the result or our
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Jew in agriculture has been concerned. Today this organiza­

tion is doing all of the important work in the fiield of the

settlement of the Jew. The remainder of the work is of small

importance and not of any great significance.

'tie shall consider the work of the Javish Agri <•*. ul t.nr~

al Society chronologically, since the history of the German

refugee may best be dealt with throng a chronological treat­

ment of his activities in the United States in agri culture.

It was not until 1935 that the first of the refugees

came to the J.A.S. for assistance in information as to the op­

portunities for them in farming. The Society stated that there

were no great number of German Jews who had agricultural exper­

ience, background, or training. The most serious handicap which

they faced was their lack of funds which came about through

their inability to withdraw money from Germany. In 1935 the

J.A.S. could see no way open for them to help the refugees in

entering agricultural occupations on a large scale. The Society

was extremely wary over the hasty formation of agricultural so­

cieties since it had seen what had happned when at the beginning

of the century in its work with the Nav Jersey colonies and in

the ei^ities and nineties in the work of other agricultural so­

cieties, with Jewish colonists.
It was not until 1936 that emigration from Germany

began to stream Into this country. At that time there were a

few men who had been farmers in their former tome. They had

1. J.A.S. Report, 1935, p.
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been cattle raisers for the most part. The restrictions a-

gainst the export of the mark from Germany seriously handicapped

any efforts of the Society toward the settlement of these for­

mer Jewish farmers on farms in this country. The Society tried

to bring about the purchase of farms for reichsmarks payable

in Germany. Exchanges of property in America And Germany were

also attempted. This latter method can only be accomplished

when the man in America is an Aryan who intends to return to

the fatherland. This situation greatly restricts the field of

choice, quite naturally. Exchange rates are also involved as

a serious problem. We quote as an example of the difficulties

involved the following instance:

"In August,(1936) a cattleman worth 300,606
reichsmark wame to the office with a passport per­
mitting only a limited stay,and with a snail allot­
ment of funds. He was taken to farms in New York
and New Jersey. To acquire the farm, the buyer would
also have to take city property because the owner
wanted to liquidate his affairs completely before re­
turning to Germany."1*

Another example:

"Upon a cabled request from two brothers, wine
merchants, we examined a fruit farm near Hudson, New
York, owned by an intending r e-emi grant, and dis­
patched a full report. One of the brothers came la­
ter and examined this farm and others, eventually de­
ciding on it. 'We had to arrange with local attorneys
for the drawing of the contract, and to prepare, at the
request of th?attorneys, a memorandum of the provi­
sions to be incorporated, covering such points as the
obtainment of visas for admission to the United States,

-

«e

1. J.A.S, Report, 1936, p.
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t0 lerd the
In 1936 there were six families in New York state

who were living as farm families on rented farms. The people

were satisfied with an extremely moderate living ani only

wanted to raise their children in a free atmosphere. These
families were doing as well as could be expected at ihe time/

The Jewish Agricultural Society res still compara­

tively inexperienced in its dealings with refugees in 1936 and

realized the great amount of work necessary before they would

have the see plan set up and running smoothly and efficiently.

In 1937,111 refugees called at the pffice for help

and advice in the selection of farms. This was in addition to

a heavy correspondence which was being carried on with those

refugees interested in farming who were still in Europe. By

1937.23 refugee families hai settled as farmers in Connecticut

New York, and New Jersey. The problem was still great during
3.

the year and much remained to be solved concerning it. The

refugees were almost invariably forced to settle on rented

farms. They did not have the means to buy farms and also they

wished to serve a probationary period in which they could

find whether they were suited for the work or not. Farming

on rented farms is not a desirable farm economy and tenure on

these farms is always uncertain. The time when these renters

would have to buy their farms would inevitably come and diffi-

1. J.A.S. Report, 1936, p. 10.
2. Ibid., p. 11.
3. J.A.S. Report, 1937, p. 8.
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culties would be met then which would be dealt with onjt through

a good amount of ready cash. Since the Genran refugees had

no American fanning experience to point to, they were not able

to turn to the federal lending agencies. Because they were

strangers it was hard for them to borrow money through other

channels. Therefore the J.A.S. was almost the only source to

which they could turn for help.

In 1938, 651 cases of German refugees’ contact with

the Society were recorded. Despite the emotional turmoil which

these people found themselves in, and the uncertainly of every-
in

thing for them in the n&j country/which they now had to take

up life, the Society was able to place 28 families during the

year. In almost every instance the new refugee who had been

settled made his farm the haven for others from Europe. A

refugee who was settled by the J.A.S. in 1937 in New Jersey,

became the nucleus of a group of 20 persons living on four

farms with more relatives still to come. Nineteen members of

five related families are new located on three farms in

Dutchess county, New York. With the longest tenure on the

land amounting to only about three years any ventures as to

whether the refugee farmer will take root or not can only be

guesses at best. "But from personal observation and from the

refugees own account, we can say that these families are ap-
partly Baking progress and gradually teooBing oriented." '

The work that the Jewish Agricultural Society has

1.
2.

J.A.S. Report,
J.A.S. Report,

1937, p.
1938, PP

8.
. 9-10.
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done in guiding refugees in the selection of farms is not con­

sidered to be sufficient by the members of the Society. Jobs

were also found for the refugees through personal solicitation,

appeals, (in the Jeffish Faimer), at Jewish farm meetings, and

in the Yiddish press. In addition to this work the J.A.S. has

also printed leaflets in German for distribution telling of the

work of the organization for those in Germany who do not know

of the services it offers.

The report for the year 1938 closes with the fol­

lowing significant statement:

"Though we cannot envisage impressive num- I
hers, the value of turning to the landas many
refugees as possible needs no argument. In the /
city, where competition is already keen and where /
jobs are scarce, every new storekeeper, every new
professional, every new worker, adds to the pres- ;
sure, ho such condition exists on the farm. In i
that sense a movement farmward is bound to have
a salutary effect not only on the.refugee but'on
the Jewish position in general."

In 1939, 988 European migrants came to the offices

of the Jewish Agricultural Society. Ninety-six families were

established on farms during the year in Connecticut, Massachu­

setts, New Hampshire, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Mich­

igan, and Missouri. The majority of the refugee settlements

have been made on poultry farms. Although the J.A.S. would

prefer to see more diversified farmiig, poultry has proved the

best suited to the newcomer in agriculture. It is not taxing

physically, as is dairying, for instance. The poultry set-up 

1. J.A.S. Report, 1938, p. U«
l.a. J.A.S. Report, 1938, p. 12 
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requires less money and can be run,in most instances, by mem­

bers of the family without the necessity of hired help. The

refugees who have been located on poultry farms in the locale

of metropolitan centers have been able to devote their time

to the developing of successful egg routes.

As we have mentioned, the refugee farmers bring other

farmers onto the land witja them. Relatives have been interested

in farming by the successful work of other members of their

family, and so have been able to enter into the field with

less doubts as to their future than they would have had if

they had not witnessed the happiness of their cousins, aunts,
2.

uncles, sisters, and brothers.

In 1938 a course of lectures for refugee farmers was

introduced and was continued in 1939. In 1940 a refugee train­

ing farm near Bound Brook, New Jersey, is to be opened under

the direction of the Jewish Agricultural Society. Through it

a short intensive course of training is to be given to acquaint

the refugee with the rudiments of faiming and to give them a

glimpse into farm life. "The training farm will provide a

good testing field, heartening those who feel themselves fit,

and preventing the others from going into something for which
3/

they are not fit."
We give here a few examples of German Jewish refu­

gees who have settled on farms through the help and encourage­

ment of the Jewish Agricultural Society:

1. J.A.S. Report, 1939, pp. 2-4.
2. Ibid.
3. Ibid., p. 5.



-694-

The real estate manager of a Cologne bank,
who was robbed of part of his possessions after
he had left Germany, and who became so discour­
aged while he was drifting about New York that
he saw m suicide the only way out, was settled
on a general farm in New Jersey which in a little
more than a year was made to support wight people
in comfort."!• .

"A former cattle dealer from South Geimany
now a dairy farmer in Catskill, New York, was with­
in a short four years able to wipeout 50% of his
original mortgagedindebtedness."

"In South Jersey, a young refugee and his
wife are making their way on a farm for which they
paid as little as $1,000, only $100 in cash. They
came to the farm with a suitcase, a violin, and a
few hundred dollars as their sole possessions. We
made a loan to them to get started. Last Septem­
ber, in announcing to us the arrival of their first
born, the man added 'everybody, including the chick­
ens, are (sic.) doing well.'

We could go on citing other instances of refugees who

have made a happy success of their new profession. At the pre­

sent time the J.A.S.•feels that the refugee situation looks

good, and has practically no defects in it. The organization^

is careful to make no prognostications for it realizes the

many hazards involved in farming and the uncertainty of the

profession. Their attitude is expressed in the following state

ment: "We have faith that, by and large, refugees possess the

intelligence, the industry, and the perseverance to mage the
4.

grade."
The following conclusion is reached by the J.A.S. in

their most recent report on the refugee problem: 

1. J.A.S. Report, 1939, p. 5.
2. Ibid.
3. Ibid.
4. Ibid., p. 7.
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The future looks bright for the refugees. Their po­

sition seems to be secure at the present, and with any sort of

revival in prosperity on the farm they should be capable of

"When all.is said and done, there are some
anwh^rZ Pi° W11v toetter off 011 the farm than
anywhere else. Yet we must be realistic enough

understand that they cannot be flung onto a
farm with regard only to speed and to numbers. We
conceive our duty to lie in striving to provide not
a temporary makeshift, but a permanent shelter.
No effort, however, should be spared to settle those
who possess the qualifications which give fair prom­
ise of success. For them, the step may prove both
prophylactic and constructive. There is too a
broader significance. In placing refugees in pro­
ductive occupation without adding to the competi­
tive strain of city economy we are constrained to
believe that we are contributing a meed of service
to the general welfare.

much advancement in the future. In the interim we must be pa­

tient with the refugees and allow them to find themselves be­

fore we try to place them in anything definite. They should not

be forced to go into professions of which they are not desir­

ous to enter. Agriculture is not the only profession which is

uncrowded so far as Jews are concerned. Mechanics, tool and

die makers, carpenters, plumbers, and many other skilled small

businesses have never been en/tered by Jews on a large scale.

All of these may be viewed by the refugee before he is forced

to make up his mind. We believe that we have shown the proper

attitude in the words of the Jewish Agricultural Society so

far as the German refugee and agriculture is concerned. This

organization is satisfied to place some Jews on the land but

does not see the necessity for a grand movement back to the

1. J.A.S. Report, 1939, p. 7.
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soil. rfe have learned our lessons already. It should not be

necessary to repeat them.

AGRICULTURE AS A SOLUTION TO ANTIS 2MITTSM

In the short space left for a discussion of this

problem we can do little more than speculate as to the effect­

iveness of agriculture as a solution for the problem of anti­

semitism. From surface appearance it does not appear that

agriculture can alone solve the problem in the United States.

There are some effects which it might have if followed as a

profession by a sufficient number of Jews, which we may re-

*, view briefly now.

Essentially the Jew is an urban dweller. He likes

to live in large centers of population, in the city. There he

v can have his social life with all of its pleasant ramifications.

The tendency of the Jew to settle in large urban groups has

not been helpful in the comdbting of anti-semitism. Almost any­

one who theorizes on the solution of this problem will say that

decentralization of Jewish population must be accomplished be-

1 fore there can be any successful answer to the problem. Agri­

culture, if turned to on a large scale, by Jews, would deplete

populations in the city and would answer the problem of decent-

 ralization to a considerable extent.

Another of the accusations hurled against the Jew by

his so-called saviours from antisemitism is that of the neces­

sity for his turning from commerce, business, and the profes-

i-------------------------- —
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sions^to occupations which are not so crowded. Agriculture is

one of;these.

There are some who believe that assimilation is the

only way in which the antisemtic problem can be answered. Life

on the. farm is of such a nature that a certain amount of as­

similation is inevitable. Therefore the proponents of assimi­

lations would be answered favorably by the large scale engage­

ment of the Jew in agricultural pursuits.

But the Question of anti-semitism cannot he met through

agriculture if the Jew will not turn to farming. The real prob­

lem is how to interest Jewish young men and women in farming as

a career instead of allowing them to go into already crowded pro­

fessions. Education, therefore, is the solution to the problem

of antisemitism so far as agriculture is concerned. We must make

certain points clear to the Jewish youth which is entering

high school s and colleges. They must be made to see that cer­

tain professions, long favorites with the Jews, are hopelessly

overerowded. They must realize that their future cannot be suc­

cessful in these professions which do not allow them to exert

their full capabilities at any time. They must discard their

idea that Jews are not meant for agriculture or similar profes­

sions and must enter into agricultural schools and colleges in

ever increasing numbers. This they will fio when they realize

that the incomes of successfuldfariSers are as high as they could
make in professions thaFhld selected for themselves previous

to their realization of the weaknesses of law, medicine, and

business for Jews.
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Agriculture will work as a force against antisemitism
only i? we Jews allow it to do so. It can never be anything more

than a profession of minor importance if our young Jewish men

and women instead of flocking to the farm go away from it in

ever larger numbers.
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ish Agricultural and Industrial Aid Society, by William Kahn,
Detroit, Michigan, 1902.

------ Possibilities for Agricultural Settlements in the South, by
Dr. J. L. Leucht, Detroit, Michigan, 1902.

—--Agriculture, A Most Effective Means to Aid the Jewish Poor,
by Rev. A.R. Levy, Detroit, Michigan, 1902.

- ----- The Woodbine Settlement of the Baron de Hirsch Fund, Wood­
bine, New Jersey, by Hirsch Leib Sabsovich, Detroit, Michigan,
1902, also reprinted in the New Jersey Review of Charities, 1902.

-—The Baron de Hirsch Fund, Eugene S. Benjamin, Phil., 1906.

—Agricultural Education, H. L. Sabsovich, Phila., 1906.

____ Pland of Agricultural Settlements of J ewish Immigrants, A.W.
Rich, PhilaT 1906.
- Agricultural Education, its possibilities in preventive char-
ity, Rabbi Jo'seph Krauskopf, Phila,, 1906.

-—The Removal Work, including Galveston, D.M. Bressler, St. Louis,
i9iu;
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Occident

Vol. I, pp. 28-32, 43-47.
Vol. XIII, p. 513.
Vol. XV, pp. 175-176, 163-164.
Vol. XVI, pp. 363, 311.
Vol. XVII, pp. 175-176, 163-164.

Jewish. Criterion

"The Jewish Covered Wagon"-Kansas Colony, Jan. 29, 1932. i/

Detroit J ewish Chronicle

"An Epic of the Prairies"-Dakota Colony, Jan., 1932.

American Citizen

July ^1913* 29"30, 64, "The Lost Art Retaught", Krauskopf,

Vol. 3, pp. 87-88, "The Jew, A Successful Farmer", J .IB. Pin­
cus, August, 1913.

Jewish Tribune (Portland, Oregon)

"Sholem"-Gabriel Davidson, June 16, and June 23, 1932.

Jewish Reviewand Observer (Cleveland, Ohio)

Feb. 9, 1940.

Jewish Charities

"Jewish Charity vs. Jewish Agriculture",-Palitz (B.A.), October
1, 1909..

Jewish Comment (Baltimore, Maryland)

"American Jewish Farmers", July, 1909.

Reform Advocate (Chicago)

Nov. 16, 1907.

B*nai B1rith Monthly

"Blazing the Way", Harold Rozinsky, Dec. 1939,

Review of Reviews

"Woodbine, A Self-governing community", Sept., 190 7.
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Tog

August 13, 1915

Time

March 14, 1938.

Survey

Dec. 25, 1920.

Miscellaneous Bibliographical Material

Brief Survey of the Jews in American Agriculture; Darwin S.
Levine, (Thesis, Columbia University Teachers’ College, Un­
published, 1928.)

Jewish Encyclopedia.

New Encyclopedia of Social Reform, "Jewish Colonies)' Rudolph
M. Binder, 1908.

American Jewish Yearbook for 5673, Jewish Publication Society.
Phiia., 191Z

------ for 5693, J.P.S., Phila., 1935.
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Periodicals

The American Hebrew

Sept. 26, 1881.
October 17, 1881.
Oct. 24, 1881.
Nov. 25, 1881.
Dec. 2, 1881.
December 23, 1881.
Jan. 6, 1882.-
Jan. 13, 1882.
Mar. 24, 1882.
July 2/1882.
August 11, 1882.
Aug. 18, 1882.
Sejt. 13, 1882.
Oct. 27, 1882.
Dec. 4, 1882.
Dec. 22, 1882.
Jan. 5, 1883.
Mar. 2, 1883.
May 4, 1883.
May 25, 1883.
Sept. 10, 1897.

Sept. 14, 1883.
Oct. 27, 1883.
Dec. 14, 1883. v
Feb. 15, 1884.v
April 11, 1884. <
June 13, 1884.z
Aug. 8, 1884. z
Aug. 29, 1384.z
Act. 10, 1884.z
Dec. 12, 1884.'
July 31, 1885.
Aug. 21, 1888.
Jan. 15, 1886.
Jan. 22, 1886.
June 4, 1886.
Nov. 5, 1886.
Nov. 19, 1886.
April 8, 1887. Z
Mar. 27, 1896.
April 10, 1896.
Nov. 26, 1897.

The American Israelite

Aug. 18, 1854.
Jan. 25, 1856.
Aug. 22, 1856.
Oct. 8, 1869.
Sept. 1, 1876.
June 14, 1879.
Aug. 20, 1878.
Jan 24, 1879.
Mar. 7, 1879.
July 18, 1879.

Aug. 3, 1879.
Sept. 26, 1879
Oct. 17 , 1879.
Jan. 16, 1880.
May 7, 1880.
May 21, 1880.
May 28, 1880.
Feb. 4, 1881.
Mar. 18, 1881.
Dec. 2, 1881.

Feb. 3, 1882.
June 30, 1882.
July 28, 1882.
Aug. 4, 1882.
Oct. 13, 1882.
Sept. 22, 1882,
Nov. 17, 1882.
Dec. 1, 1882.
Dec. 22, 1882.
Jan. 5, 1883.



Jan. 19, 1883.
Jan. 26, 1883.
Feb. 23, 1883.
May 25, 1883.
July 20, 1883.
July 27, 1883.
Oct. 5, 1883.
June 12, 1885.
S ept. 4, 1885.
Nov. 20, 1885.
April 16 , 1886
May 14, 1886.
Sept. 24 , 1886,
Feb. 18, 1887.
Mar. 25, 1887.
Aptil 15 , 1887,
April 29 , 1887,
Feb. 17, 1888.
Jan. 16, 1890.
Feb. 27, 1890.'
Sept. 4, 1890.

Dec.
Nov.
Nov.
Feb.
Nov.
Nov.
Dec.
Mar.
July
Nov.
Jan.
Aug.
Nov.
Apr.
June
July
Sept.
Oct.
Nov.
Nov.
Dec.

Mar. 11, 1916.
July 4, 1918.

18, 1890.
17, 189 2.

/ Mar. 24, 1898.
Apr. 7, 1898,

24, 189 2. Nov. 17, 1898.
2, 1893. ’ Oct. 19, 1899.
16, 1893. Feb. 1, 1900.
23, 1893. (Nat’l. Farm School references)
7, 1893. June 12, 1885,
15 , 1894. May 30, 1895.
5, 1894. Sept, 26, 1895.
15, 1894. April 2, 1896.
24, 1895. April 8, 1897.
20, 1896. ' Feb. 10, 1898.
19, 1896. / x May 12, 1898.
1, 1897. v. July 7, 189 8.
17, 1897. Aug. 10, 1899.
8, 1897. Jan. 11, 1900.

2, 189 7. (Miscellaneous references)
28, 1897. Sept. 30, 1909.
11, 1897. Jan. 12, 1911,
18, 1897. Oct. 12, 1911.
16, 1897. Feb. 1914, (Feb. 19)

American Jewish Historical Society Publications.

Vol. I, pp. 5-12. Vol. VI, pp. 141-149. '-Vol. XIII, pp. 47-70
Vol. I, pp. 9-10. Vol. VIII, pp. 43-57. Vol. XXII, pp. 184-185
Vol. I, pp. 105-108. Vol. IX, pp. 29-44. Vol. XXV, pp. 132-134.
Vol. V, pp. 191-198. *.Vol. XXIX,pp. 61-74.

Menorah Journal Allgemeine Zeitung des Judentums

Vol. 42, pp. 167-173. 1869, p.
Vol. 9, pp. 198-199. 1882, p.
Vol. 19, pp. 299-305. 1883, pp.
Vol. 27, pp. 72-88. 1884, pp.

Hebrew Standard

Jan. 1, 1909. Sept. 4, 1914.
May 10, 1912. Jan. 7, 1921.
Aug. 22, 1913. April 8, 1921.
April 17, 1914.
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