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I. INTRODUCTORY



1. The Term "Bast European Jew"
Before the history of a group can be written there must be

certainty about the boundaries which set off this group from others.
In the case of the East European Jews in the United States especially
a clear definition has to precede the research, for the term "East

and the more or less synonymous expressions "OstJude",
"Russian Jew", "Polish Jew", and the colloquial, derogatory "Kike
used in their different meanings to designate groups of people which
are not identical.

The term "Polish" is applied to those Jews who follow the Minhag
Polen in their prayers, i.e.all Jews who live in or come from any
country in Europe east of the Elbe River. This includes, besides
Poland and Russia, Austria, Hungary, Rumania, and the Eastern part
of Prussia with Berlin. It excludes the Russian Easidim who follow
the Nussah Ari.

The term "Ostjude” as it is in use among the German Jews is
applied to all Jews coming from the East, i.e._Russia, Poland, Ga­
licia, Hungary, including even the formerly German provinces of
Posen and West-Prussia, and sometimes Upper Silesia.

"Polish" in its geographical and political meaning designates
today a territory which, although a historical unity, was divided

essay is concerned.
and political history of the Jews living in this territory. The
term does not include the Jews living in Russia proper.

"Russian",on the other hand, used in the same sense, excludes

European Jew"
" are

among Russia, Prussia, and Austria in the time with which thia 
i

There was therefore no unity in the cultural
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those parts of the modern Republic of Poland which during the
nineteenth century practically formed a political and cultural unit
with Russia.

It was not without reason that the expression "Kike" was listed

among the synonyms of "East European Jew". The Kike is the American

Jew who culturally and socially forms a class apart from the "Se­

phardic Jew" and the*'German Jew". While those Jews who came from

the Prussian provinces of Poland and from Bohemia, Hungary, and

Galicia associated themselves very closely with the assimilated

German settlers, those who came from the Russian provinces of

Poland and from Russia proper, remained in a group for themselves.

It is this group to which the term "East European Jews" will be

applied in this essay. As the whole territory in which these Jews

lived before their migration to America was under Russian government

in the time dealt with, the expression"Russian Jews" will be used

as a shorter synonym.

2. The Material

Little has been written about those Russian Jews who came to this

country before the big stream of East European immigration started

in 1881. The time from the late forties to the seventies of the past

century is usually called the period of German immigration. The

historians who wrote about this epoch thewere concerned with
Bavarians and the "HinterBerliners" (from the province of Posen)
who left their homes in the reactionary years after the revolutions

They also mentioned the immigrants from Galiciaof 1848 and 1849.
and Hungary who arrived in great numbers during those decades*
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but they neglected the East European Jews who were a minority
among the Jewish inmigrants of that time. Even those works which
are concerned solely with the subject of the East European Jews
in the United States do not include data prior to 1881. They either
omit the influx of Russian Jews in the previous years or merely menticn

that a small number of individuals from Russia and Poland immigrated

before the organized mass immigration began in 1881.

The reason for this silence of the historians is obvious. Com­

pared to the size of the group of East European Jews in the United

States, the small vanguard which reached these coasts before the

great invasion of the eighties appears to be unimportant. It does
not seem worth the work which would be necessary to collect the
material from the scarce sources, for hardly any facts about the

in America before 1881 have been published.Russian Jews
Systematical statistics of immigration, listing the immigrants accord

There weretheir denominations were not kept .according to
prectically no Russian congregations whose histories or archives

could furnish the bulk of facts necessary for a reliable

The histories of the old Reform congregation furnishhistory.
very little materialj for the Russian Jews very seldom associated
with Reform circles. Besides, the depreciatory attitude of the
German Jews toward the "Kikes" may have caused some chroniclers to
omit the bUthplace behind the names of members ofitheir congrega­
tions who came from Russia and to be silent about .Russian Jews
who might have settled in their town without being members of the

The histories of communities suffer from theGerman congregation.
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same deficiency. The fact, that the early Russian inmigrants settled
only In small numbers, that they formed only 'minyanim" and not
"congregations", entitled the historians to be silent about their
existence. Most satisfactory in this class of sources are the
histories written by East European Jews in Hebrew or Yiddish.
For the authors could base their statements on the descriptions
of old immigrants.and they wrote for a reading public who were
vitally interested in the story of their fellow countrymen.

Even a study of the Jewish press of this period cannot reveal
a complete picture of the early East-European community. The
papers give ample reports in the times when the public interest
is focussed upon the problem of immigration. But they are silent
in the intermediate years. Many of the newspaper notices are

If they mention a Polish congregation it may be anmisleading.
But more likely it is a congregation withEast European one.

Minhag Polen the members of which come from Posen and perhaps from
The names of people mentioned' are no evidence whatsoever.Berlin.

Many names which look Russian have their origin in Posen.and their

bearers may have lived in Berlin or Hamburg before their migration

On the other hand:, Russian Jews often changed theirto America.
names before the Inmigration officer, because the original names

Thus hardly a name with Russianwere too hard for American tongues.
sound can be found among the first members of the first East Euro­
pean congregation of New York.

Much source material which has not been touched may exist In the
Those files con-files of the local courts of the American cities.
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tain the names and countries of origin of the persona who have taken
out citizenship papers in these cities. There still would be the
task to find out who of these Russian immigrants was tJewish.

This essay does not claim to be a comprehensive study of the
subject . It is mainly a collection of the facts which can be ob­
tained from the historical works and the source, material in the
library of the Hebrew Union College,Cincinnati. The collection
can be increased immensely by studies in ths archives of the Jewish
congregations and institutions and of the courthouses of the American

Besides,further material can be found by the reading of othercities.
periodicals than those mentioned in the bibliography.

e

ii



II. CAUSES
FOR THE EMIGRATION OF JEWS

FROM EASTERN EUROPE
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Migrations of peoples look alike throughout the millennia of human
A people becomes needy In its dwelling place.history. The cause

may be famine, overpopulation, oppression. While the masses cling
to their homes, a courageous minority .driven by their spirit of
adventure as much as by their need ,go out to seek a new country for

If they succeed,they send word back to their people.settlement.
If the pressure of need in the old settlement and the attractive
power of the new land are strong enough to overcome the element of
inertia in the people, the masses begin to move. The people migrates
following the path which their vanguard has discovered.

It is strange that in a people to whose name the word "wandering"
is a usual attribute this element of inertia should be as strong or
even stronger than In other peoples. Tot with the Jews this Is a

More than necessity, greater evils than famine or oppressionfact.
must come over this people before its masses start to migrate. A
few, more active and impatient than the majority, may leave their
homes for a better dwelling place. The multitude, however, stick to
the place in which they have settled, and unless they are driven away
or Zunless* life becomes completely impossible they do not move.

1. The Jews in Russia
In the beginning of the nineteenth century Russia had within

The Jews formed' Ib^geher borders the largest Jewry of the world.
communities in the villages and towns of the Western and South-

They populated whole villages.Western provinces of the Empire.
In their ranks all branches of trade and commerce were represented.
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As a distinct group they had the privilegeThere were hut few farmers.

of self-government for their communities (kahal). Yet being a separate

class they were also subject to special legislation which was more

likely to bring deprivations than privileges. As a minority distin­

guished from the people at large by their different customs they

were easily to become the target for any outburst of anger or aggres­

siveness of the majority.

In the second decade of the nineteenth century laws began to be

pressing upon the Jews.Inl827 ,Nicholas I. issued an ukase which de­

manded twenty-five years of military service.if Jews, starting at

the age of twelve. (1) This was the first of a series of laws

the purpose of which was nothing less than delivering Russia from

the Jews. There is no need of repeating here the phrase of the

three means of extinguishing the Jews, which is so often quoted.

The Czar's laws tried to set into practice the famous theory• It

ia true the way of mass emigration was still barred by a decree
which prohibited emigration for all Russian subjects* Yet every
attempt was made to bring the Jews either into the pale of the
church or into their graves.

The conscription laws were to take the Jewish youths out of the
Jewish environment. The officers and chaplains in the army had
the task to lead them to baptism either by education or by force.
The cruelty of the conscription laws even increased after 185o.
The reforms of Alexander II. abolished the most severe rules of
Jewish conscription (1856). (2) While In the first part of his
reign this monarch showed much tolerance toward the Jews, In his
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The law of 1874 establishing generallatter years a reaction began.
military service seemed to be the first legal enactment which
imposed upon the Jews e%ual obligations with their fellows! ti sens.
But the law waa enforced on the Jews more strictly than upon the
Gentiles. (3)

The legislation which restricted the Jews economically developed
along similar lines. In the same year in which Nicholas I. Issued
the conscription ukase decree commanded all Jews in the villages
and village inns of the government of Grodno to be transferred into

The Jews were to be expelled from tne city of Kiev*the towns.
This regulation was followed by other measures restricting the Jews

(4) The statute of 1835 reaffirmedto the pale of settlement.
"the inviolability of Russian territory against the penetration of the
Jews"•(5) In 184o more expulsions followed. The mobility of the
Jewish merchant and artisan was restricted* the burden of taxation -
increased. (6) Another ukase (1843) decreed that all Jews living
within fifty versts along the Prussian and Austrian borders were to
ba transferred into the interior of the frontier governments. (7)

Along with these restrictions , which were to endanger the eco­
nomic existence of the Jews and to cause their slow starvation* laws

They were towere issued to enforce assimilation upon the Jews.

cut off frdfa their Jewish education and their Jewish customs and to be

driven to secular schools* to baptism and intermarriage. The existence
In 1836 censorshipof the Jews as a distinct group was to cease.

All Jewish printing presses outsideof Jewish books was introduced.
of Kiev and Vilna were closed. (8)lnl84o Jewish autonomy was abolished.
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Secular schools for the JewsThe Kahal administration disappeared.
were Installed. They were to replace the traditional institutions
of Jewish learning, the Cheder and the geth Hannldrash. (9) In order
to render the process of assimilation more efficient and more systemat-
leal, the Jews were "assorted'’ into five classes according to their
wealth. (1851) The first four classes which seemed fittest for as­
similation were privileged, whilst the fifth, the proletariate, was
oppressed by Draconian laws. (Io) At the same time customs which
distinguished the Jews from their environment were prohibited. Pines
were inflicted upon bearers of long coats, peies (curls at the ears).
and sheltels (artificial hair of women), (11) This policy of assimi­
lation fitted well with the "enlightened" ideas of Alexander II. While
he released part of the pressure of the economic and military legis­
lation in the first years of his rule, he launched a new fight against
"Jewish separatism", outlawing all customs which kept the Jews from
"fusing with the Gentiles". (12)

Part of the Jews eagerly seized the idea of assimilation. There
was a hunger for secular knowledge in the Ghetto, especially among
the wealthy Jews. The crown schools were frequented more and more.
Notafew of the young Jews embraced Christianity in order to climb to
a higher social rank. Even within Jewry the assimilationist tenden­
cies gave rise to a new movement. The
was the product of secular culture blended with Jewish nationalism

Jewish youth an active spirit which was destined to become an import­
ant social factor.(13) The Haskalah pioneers were looked upon as

Easkalah, the enlightenment,. V
I ■

It brought a renaissance of Hebrew literature, and it awakened in the
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dangerous enemies by the exponents of both Babbinism and yasidism^..
The ideas of both these religious movements gave duchrinnercshpport
to the orthodox Jews that they were able to bear the political
and economic pressure from the outside. The way of Babbinism was
steady occupation with and strict adherence to the orthodox be­
liefs and rituals. ya asidism by its mystical conception of God and
the world drew its followers into a life apart from the~$rvdry'day
reality. The active attitude of the young Haskalah,which faced

the issues of the day rather than seeking an escape, had to appear

(14)heretical to the Orthodoxy*
The conditions of the Jeva were not alike in all the Russian

provinces. The eoonomio situation was worst in Lithuania. For
the country was poor and its inhabitants uneducated. Perhaps it
was just this difficulty of making his living which made the
"Litvak" intellectually superior and more active compared with
the Jews of other parts of the country. (15) In Southern Russia
the conditions were better than in the rest of the provinces. (16)

2. The Jews in Poland
Although the Kingdom of Poland was annexed’, by Russia, it was

Therefore the history of the Jews of Russiangoverned separately.
Poland differs in some details from those of their Russian coreli­
gionists.

The methods used by the government in their policy toward the
Jews were in general the same ones as those applied in Russia «•

Already in the twentiesforced enlightenment and economic pressure.
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of the nineteenth century the Kahala were dissolved and replaced
by Congregational Boards which had only religious functions. By
taking secular administration and jurisdiction out of the hands of

A rab-the Jews the government i -.tended to further assimilation.

which was to train rabbiabinical seminary was founded in Warsaw

who favoured assimilation.

The Warsaw Jews - though first rejected by the Polish aristocrats •

took an active part in the Polish insurrection of 18Jo—1831, and

they were heavily punished by the Russian government by conscription

and severe taxation. (Laws of 1843 and 1845)

In 1862 an ukase gave more rights to the Jews - the Czar expected

to make the Jews his allies in the midst of the anti-RRussian Polish

population - yet at the same time it prohibited the use of Yiddish

and Hebrew.

In the revolt of 1863 the Polish Jews hardly took pert. Therefore

the retributions had no serious consequences for then. (17)

3. The Economic Crisis

The reform legislation of Czar Alexander II.

had shaken the economic stability of the Russian Empire. Thus the

repea ted. bad harvest with its threat of famine precipitated the

country into a serious crisis.
The lawsThe Jews were hit particularly hard by this situation.

of the previous period had limited their right of settlement to the
Western provinces, the very part of the country in which tho famine

It is brue, in 1865 an ukase allowed Jewish artisans towas raging.

In the years 1867 and 1868 there were complete.crop-failures in 

the West-Russian provinces.
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Yet it was hard for asettle in any town of the Russian Empire.

Jew to obtain the passport which was necessary for traveling. . .nd

the slightest transgression of the strict conditions which limited
the permission of settlement caused the loss of the passport* Thus
it was practically impossible for a Jew to live outside of the Pale.

Within the Pale the Jews were restricted to the towns. Thus

Jewish merchants and artisans were crowded in the towns. They were

dependent completely upon the country population who were both
their customers and the furnishers of their food* In a time of

crop-failure the fanners were unable both to buy and to fulfill

pending business obligations. While the small crop may have been suf-

fioient for the farmer's own use, he probably brought little food

Of the little,the Jew received what the Gentile left forto town.

Therefore the Jew was doubly damaged by the famine • he hadhim.

less means with which to buy, and he found less food for sale*

Furthermore the Jew had to count with a new competitor just in

this critical time. Alexander's reform had abolished the serfdom

of the tenant fanners. Many of the fanners moved from the villages

into the towns where they settled as shopkeepers and skilled la-

bourers. At first the service of the ^fjews may have been preferred

to theirs* but soon their competition was felt, especially by the

Jewish artisans.

Not only that business in general was bad in these years, in many

the trade was cut off to a considerable extent. Forof the towns
the traffic concentrated in those towns which were touched by the
railroads, that new means of transportation. In the towas apart from
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the iron tracks commerce was crippled^. Despite all these losses

the burden of taxation which had been heavy already in prosperous

times had not decreased.

Such was the situation of the Russian Jews since the late sixties.

(18)none to cause envy, oven without political persecutions.

4, Persecutions
Russian history is not poor of records which tell of sets of force

As to Jewish persecutions the barbarous Empireagainst the Jews.
of the Bast does not fall short of the civilized nations of Central
Europe. Pogroms took place as early as 1113, In that year Vladimir
Monomakh of Russia hesitated to accept the throne of Grand prince*
In their excitement the inhabitants of Kiev killed the Jews who lived

(19)in that city.
Nor did early governments leave the Jews the choice between baptism,

starvation, and emigration. Thus between 1533 end 1584 Ivan the
Terrible had thousands of Jews drowned because they refused to ac­
cept Christianity. (2o)

Hardly any difference can be detected between these early times
Throughout the reign of Nicholas I.and the nineteenth century.

ritual murder trials were launched against the Jews in many places.
The police supported the anti-Semitic accusers.
persecuted, their synagogues closed and worship forbidden in the

(21) The slightest violations of the cruelcourse of the trials*
semblance of a Jewish uprising against the re­laws and even the mere

gims was suppressed by bloody persecutions. (22)
The Jews who lived under the more enlightened ruler Alexander II,

The y'jews were
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were by no means more fortuna te. In 1869 the governor of the
Province of Bessarabia ordered the expulsion of all Jews who
were not registered as residents on October 27, 1856. (25)

On Saster 1871 a Jew in Odessa was accused of a crime against
the Christian church. (24) The Greek and Boman populace of Odessa
started to destroy Jewish houses and shops, and only on the
fourth day the massacre was stopped by the government* (25)

In 1875 two-hundred Jewish families were expelled from Courland.(26)
In 1878 anti-Sewish riots took place in Kslisch (Bussian Poland)*(27)
This record of persecutions makes no claim of completeness*

The political and economic pressure mounting since the beginning
of the century, poverty and starvation increasing with every decade.
persecutions endangering the lives of the Jews, the point where the
static element in the people was outbalanced by their desire to migrate
was not yet reached in the late seventies. The masses were now
in a state of unrest. Already the vanguard left to find new dwelling­
places and their message came back telling of a more prosperous
country on other shores. However, the need had to reach its climax,
the persecutions had to grow nnbearable before the mass migration
began in the early eighties.



III. IMMIGRATION

OF EAST EUROPEAN JEWS TO THE UNITED STATES



1. Immigration before 1869
Suring the whole "German Period" there was no mass immigration of

Jews into the United States, with the sole exception of the first
organized Russian inmigration in the early seventies which shall be
mentioned later. The "Achtundviersiger", the liberals who could not
stand the narrowness of the reactionary Germany of the middle of
the past century, did not arrive in organized groups. Although

after their arrival, each one of them came to the New World on his
own initiative. They paid their ship tickets with their own money.
In some cases relatives in Germany or already in America may have
bought the tickets^ but the immigrants never were sent by charitable
institutions which made it their task to help masses of people in
their migration to their new homes.

The same was true for the inmigrants who arrived from Russia at
They may have been compelled by need to emigrate morethat time.

frequently than the Germans, Many of them may have obtained the

money for their passage by begging. Many may have arrived on the

piers of New York without a penny in their pockets. Yet they left

their homes across the ocean on their own, individual choice. Often

they were driven by an adventurous spirit, by the desire to see

the world beyond the boundsriesof the Pale, to find a country

where life would not be so hard, where they would have a chance

to rise economically and socially.

great numbers of German Jews came together on the ships anchoring 

in New York, although they founded societies and congregations soon
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This immigration of individuals from Bussia went on as a small.
even stream since the thirties of the nineteenth century. It in­
creased when the Russian conscription laws were extended to Poland (18434
and when the Jews of the Polish provinces felt for the first time the
pressure of the Czar's discriminating economic legislation. (1846)
The number of immigrants may have been enlarged by refugees who
fled from Russia in order to escape the recruit hunters after the
new conscription laws of 185o. The ukase of 1862 in Poland and
the disorders of the Polish revolt of 1863 caused a new swell of im­
migration right after the Civil Iter. (28)

4 few years later the situation of the Russian Jews had become
critical to such an extent that masses of the oppressed ones left
their homes, and for the first time organized group emigration
was attempted in order to bring more efficient relief.

2. Organized Immigration since 1869
The plan to organize the emigration of the .Jews In order to

solve the Jewish problem in Russia was not new. As early as 1846,
Isaac Altaras, a merchant of Marseilles who was traveling in Russia,
suggested planned settlement of the Russian Jews in Algiers. The

(29)project was, however, never set into practice.
When in the late sixties the Jews in the West-Russian provinces

were suffering from the economic crisis, they turned for help to
their coreligionists in the other European countries. Support was
to be brought to the poverty stricken communities in Russia and to
those who left the country without money.

The rabbis in the cities near the Russian border under whose
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eyes the whole stream of misery passed recognized first the need

Of an efficient organization of charity. Rabbi Treuenfels in Stettin

(Pr .Ponsnern) and Dr.Rulf in Kernel issued appeals to European Jewry

describing the great need among the Russian Jews and developing

their plans for organized support.(1869)

There was an alipost inmediate response by the Alliance Israelite

Universelie and by the organization of the German J Jewish conmunltiea

(Genie inde tag). Relief committees were created in Hamburg. Berlin.
Cassel, Aachen, and many other German cities. A central office in
Leipzig administrated the distribution of the financial means.
Working committees were instituted in the cities near the frontier:
the chief committee in Konigsberg (Bast Prussia) and one in Kernel
under Dr.Rulf’s direction.

Everybody was ready to bring help, yet there was still the problem
of how to help. The opinions on thia question differed widely, even

Rulf favoured migration of theamong the members of the committees.
Jews from the West*>Russian provinces to inner Russia, while Treuen—
fels saw the solution in organized emigration to America. Finally
a meeting of the chief committee in Konigsberg, which was composed
of members of the Alliance and of the Gomeindetag drew up the
following working plan (October 1869):

The means collected in France and Germany were to be used
a) for settlement in the interior of Russia
b) for emigration from Russia

1) of children, primarily orphans.who were to be
given into the care of families
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(b) 2) of young people, who were to be given training
in a trade or a scientific education

3) of working men and families to America,
Emigration first caused many difficulties. Most of ths Jews

did not want to leave Russia, and the orthodox rabbis, even in
Germany, objected against the Committee taking children out of
their orthodox environment and giving them a liberal education.
Besides a Russian law prohibited the emigration of subjects of
the Czar..

Therefore more emphasis was laid on settlement of the Jews in
Russia proper. Land was to be bought, mostly in the Southern
provinces, on which the Jews should be placed as farmers.

The Russian Jews had only a very restricted right of owning
land. Jewish land ownership was practically impossible. Only
in rare exceptions individual Jews were permitted personally to
engage in agricultural work and to lease land* In 1862 the

Jews received the privilege to purchase land; but prohibitions

abrogated this right since 1864.

Yet Jewish agricultural colonies in Russia were not without

precedents. The Russian government itself founded several of

these colonies. In some cases Jews wore compelled to settle on

these government farms, but every time the plan was discarded

before it was completely carried out. These attempts were made

in Novorossia (near the Black Sea) and Siberia in 1836, and ten

years later in Ekaterinoslaw.(3o)

The Committee addressed several petitions to the government



- 19 -

in behalf of the project of colonization. They were not answered.
Articles in semi-official papers, however, led to the conclusion
that Jewish settlement in the interior provinces was not desired.

Thus the Committee gave more attention to the second point of
It had become obvious that the govern­its program - emigration.

ment would not withhold the Jews from leaving the country. The
governor of the West-Russian provinces promised his support in a
conference in Vilna (October 1869), and the official press voiced
its favorable opinion in the following way: "We have got rid of
the Jesuits,'. Let us not wait to relieve ourselves from the Jews."(31)

The task of the Committee was to gather those who were willing
to leave, to select those among them who on account of their phy­
sical constitution and their training seemed most fit for emigration.
Means of transportation had to be secured to ths German ports and

Connections had to be established-from there to the United States.
with organizations in America who would take care of the arriving
immigrants.

More people wanted to emi-There was no lack of human material.
grate than the financial means of the Committee were able to acoo-

As early as July 1869 theShipping companies cooperated.modate.
North Ge ran n Lloyd offered its support in the transportation of

Kosher food was provided by this company forRussian emigrants.

(32)the Jewish passengers.
Xt was, however, not so easy to make the necessary connections

The Americanwith the Jewish organizations in the United States.
Jewish public did not think too favourably of a Jewish mass im-
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migration. There was much prejudice against the East European
Jews, and many of their American coreligionists were afraid that
new immigrants would only "enlarge the ranks of the Irishmen who
are so discredited in the United States"»(33) The wish was ex-*
pressed that the Russians would rather not come, as it was hard
for the American Jews to help, and the immigrants would be worse
off than in their old homes,(34) Even the appeals of the Alliance
that families nhonld accept orphans from the /West Russian provinces
appearently did not find too warm a response. (35)

It was only part of the Jewish population, however, who discouraged
the East European immigration. Others were ready to help. There
were enthusiasts who were glad that America again could show Itself
as an asylum for the oppressed. (36) The Russian Jews who had lived
in this coantry for some time saw that anyone willing to work could
find hia future here, and in their letters they encouraged their
fellow countrymen to come. (37).

The most reasonable opinion was probably the one expressed in an
editorial of the Jewish Times: "We recommend the organization of
an immigration society.... We do by no means advocate the propriety
of extending pressing invitations to the Russian Israelites to settle in

and assistance in case they aould determine upon casting their lot
with us."(38)

Probably on account ofGradually practical help was organized.
their close connections to France and the Alliance Israelite,the
Jews of San Francisco took action before those of any other city.

America, but we ought to be prepared, to render them effectual counsel 
L
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Already in September 1869 a meeting was held in B’nai Brith Hall,
in order to discuss the problem of East European immigration. A
resolution was carried that the immigrants should be assisted.
The San Francisco committee remained busy publishing propaganda

money for the cause of inmigration. (39)and collecting
In New York where help was needed most, the development of an

efficient organization was much slower than in the Far West. Still

there were complaints that not much had been done in thein 187o
United States to supplement the work of the Alliance, (4o) After
receiving a letter from Cremieux, the President of the Alliance
Israelite, B.F.Peixotto suggested the formation of conmittees in

the greater cities of the United States in order to meet the emer-

(February 187o). On March 2otfa, the Society in Aid of Jewishgenoy.
Immigrants from Busaia was founded in New York. Its purpose was
to support an immigration committee, which seems to have existed

There were meetings in order to get the Jewishbefore that date.
population interested in the work for the inmigrants and in order
to study the problem.

In its annual meeting the Board of Delegates of American Israelites
resolved to cooperate with the New York committee and the societies
iri the West. (187o) From that time on the Board apparently did the
most efficient work in assisting the immigrants. They helped the

the adults to work,and giving the youth an education. In New York
a building, furnished and with cooking facilities, was used for

It accomodated six-hundred persons. Evenhousing the immigrants.

newcomers to live through the first difficulties.housing them, putting
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an interpreter was provided by the Board to assist the inhabitants
of the house in their language difficulties. The most intelligent
of the young Immigrants were granted university scholarships. .'Thus
in 1874 a student graduated from Philadelphia Medical School with
special honours. He was a Russian refugee recommended for a scholar­

ship by the Board of Delegates.

Although they did splendid work, the Board's capability of accomo­

dating immigrants was limited. They required from the .European
organizations that they should send only small groups of refugees.

I
that they should select only robust, young people who liked to work,
that they should not encourage inmigrants who intended to make their
living by peddling.

Early the danger of the immigrants staying in Rew York was recog­
nized. Plans were made to distribute them all over the country,
especially in the thinly populated farm areas. Thus the crowding
of the cities should be avoided. Leon Straus worked out a project
of agricultural colonization. In Germany systematical settlement
in Nebraska was planned. K.S. Solomon, Governor of the Territory
of Washington, worked out a scheme to settle Jews there with the
support of the Federal Government. It seems, however, that no
project of systematic settlement of immigrants was carried out
before the times of mass immigration. City dwellers f ov centuries.
Skilled tn commerce and in trades, ths Russian Jews preferred
to live in cities also in the new country.

were brought to the United States fromThe number of Jews who
Russia during this first period of organized inmigration cannot
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Leroy-Beaulieu, who probably based his figuresbe given exactly.

records of the Alliance Israelite Univeraelle, states thaton

this organization transported 5oo refugees to the United States

after the crisis of 1869. He does not say, whether this transport

was followed by others and whether this number includes the emi­

grants taken care of by the co-operating German organizations.

At any xte, the number Soo seems to be too small* The asylum

of the Board of Delegates alone accomodated 600 persons, and it

is to be assumed that many women and ohildren.who came with the

organized transports,and whose husbands and fathers had immigrated

previously, di* not make use of the Board's facilities. Jllone.

daring the first six months of the year 187o,286 persons were sent

About half of this number, 114 adults and 22 children,to Hew Tork,
traveled in one group which passed Berlin on March 15, and which
was shipped from Hamburg on March 19. Another group of fifty can

It may therefore be assumedbe found on the same way in June 1871.
although no definite proof can be given here *• that the groups
which were sent to this country perpetually daring these two years
amounted to 600 to looo immigrants.

It seems that the Franco-German War of 187o, which split the

two co-operating organizations, and which turned away both in­

terest and financial support from the Russian Jewish problem, caused

(41Jthe organized immigration to cease gradually*

3. Statistics
It is impossible to find even approximately the number of East
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European Jews who immigrated in the United States before 1881.
The Jewish Encyclopedia glees the following numbers:

1821 - 187o Inmigration from Russia and Russian Poland 755o
1871 - 188o Immigration from Russia alone 41057

from Russia and Poland 52254
Annual average 1871 - 188o 41oo

(1881 - 189o 2o7ooj (42)

L.Hersch, a French writer, who seems to have based his statements
on studies of the official statistics, attacks the figures given

i by the Jewish Encyclopedia as being wrong. 1898,Up to the year
he says, we do not know anything exact about this Immigration,
The numbers of the Jewish Encyclopedia are those of the whole

The fact that in 1899 only 4o °/oRussian immigration. of the
immigrants from Russia were Jews shows the discrepancy between
the statistics of the Encyclopedia and the true number of Jewish

(43)immigrants.
Whether this criticism is relevant or not cannot be decided here.

The Jewish Encyclopedia gives as source the statistics kept by
the inmigration authorities since 1881« These numbers are reported
to check with those registered by the United Hebrew Charities since

For the figures pertaining to the time previous to 18811884.
They must therefore be accepted with cautionno source is given.

(44)and considered as estimates which probably are too high.



IV, SETTLEMENT

OF EAST EUROPEAN JEWS IN THE UNITED STATES

I



It is difficult to watch the development of the community of
in the United States, to trace the paths of theirEast European Jews

migration from the Eastern ports to the towns in the West* No records
tell how many percent of them stayedin the cities where they arrived,
and how many left for the interior of the continent. Individually
they landed, individually they settled, and individually they
changed their place of living. Only a systematical ^search through
the historical records about the Jewish population in the different
parts of this country can give us partial information. It may
show us when, where, and in what number the Russian .Jews appeared
in the various places. It may reveal their ways of living,u :
their economic and cultural conditions, and their relations to
the American and American Jewish environment.

1. The East European Jews in the Various States (45)
a. California

FranciscoSan

Since early times there was a strict division between "Germans"

and "Poles" in San Francisco. Congregation Emana-El was composed

of South- and West-Germans,and Frenchmen, the North-East Germans,

Englishmen, and Poles made up Congregation Shear!th Israel*

It Is very likely that this congregation had Russian members

short after its foundation (185o). At any rate, in 1856 its

Sho^et was a Russian Jew, Isaac Goldsmith. (46)

In 1855,25 members of the "Polish Shool" seceded and founded their

The only language to be used byOwn, ultra-orthodox congregation.

the congregants was "the dialect common among the vulgar Russian
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It la vary likely that thia congregation iaand Polish Jews'; (47)

identical with tha Shomray Shabbos Congregation which J.J.BenJamln

Benjaminmet on hia Journey through the Far West, five years later.

reports that thia congregation had thirty members, almost exclusively

Russians and Poles, that it was orthodox with especial emphasis

on Sabbath observance. Services were held in rented hall on both

Saturdays,and Mondays and Thursdays. (48)

The relations between the Bast European Jews of San Francisco

and their German coreligionists are illustrated by an incident which

is told by the same writer. A Polish Jew, Moses Minz, a religious

man with a big family, well liked in the community, lost his store

in one of the conflagrations which were so frequent in the young

San Franc!soo. He asked the German-Jewlsh charity organization

"Eureka" to support him, but he was rejected. A non-Jewish man

who was visiting the president of the"Eureka"-Society seeing a

needy one denied help because he belonged to a different congrega­

tion gave Minz forty dollars. (49) This is probably an extreme

ease; but the mere possibility that it could happen shows, that

not too much love was lost between the "Ashkanasim" and the "Kikes'*

at that time.

It was mentioned already that during the economic crisis in
Russia the Jews of San Francisco took a very vital interest in

Yet no information couldthe destiny of the East European Jews.
be obtained whether considerable groups of immigrants were sent
to California in the early eighteen seventies.

It is likely, however, that the Russian immigrants. Just as the
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rest of the newcomers to this continent, were attracted by the
fame of the Goldland. One by one they found their way to the
Far West, until the mass immigration started there, too, in 1881. (5o)

Sacramento
No certain evidence could be found for the presence of Russian

Jews in Sacramento in the fifties and sixties. Some light, however.

is thrown on the question by the following fact. In 1859 a quarrel

arose in the Congregation B'nai Israel which consisted of both

German and Polish members. The consequence of the quarrel was the

secession of the German members and the foundation of the German

congregation B'nai Hashalom. It is probably not wrong to conclude

from this incident that there was a strong Polish orthodoxy which

may have had among its members some immigrants from Russian Poland

(51Jor Russia,
At any rate, it is known that ainoe 1874 a very famous East European

Jew lived in Sacramento. In thia year, David Lubin, who came from
Russian Poland to this country in 1855, opened a store in Sacramento.(52)

b, Illinois
C h i o a g o

In Chicago no East European Jews can be traced before 186o« At thatL
time Russian immigrants, mostly from Latvia, began to settle in the city.

They were extremely orthodox,and none of the existing congregations -

Anshe Maarabh (Ashkenasic) and B'nai Shalom (Polish), both officially

orthodox — were strict Enough for them. Thus they organized a minyan

Another chevrah of the same type was foundedof their own in 1865,
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shortly afterwards. In 1867 the two groups united. Obtaining a
charter in the same year,they formed the first East European Con­
gregation of Chicago with the name Beth Hammidrash Haggodol Uv’nai
Jacob. They seem to have been actively concerned with Jewish

For in the same year they founded a cheder for thestudies.

study of Mishna and Talmud.

One of the most striking characteristics of the East European

Jews is their clannishness. Whereever a sufficient number of Jews

from the same village, from the same district or province came to-

gefcher, they a ssee mb led to have their own minyan with the identi­

cal services as they were used to have in their shool in the Pale.

Such a town group soon separated itself from the Beth Hammidrash

Congregation. The Jews of Mariampol seceded because, as the story
goes, one of the attendants at the synagogue was seen saying Kaddish
while wearing a straw hat. In 187o this group procured a charter
calling themselves Congregation Ohavai Shalom JJariampol.

The Bussian Jews were living in the South Side. They made their
I living as peddlers. They were all very poor.

In 1874 a fire in the South Side caused great damage to the
East European settlers. They were completely stripped of all
means of support. Therefore the United Hebrew Belief Association

The responseraised funds for the needy among the richer Jews.
The assimilated Jews regardedto their appeals was, however, cold.

the Bussians as "shnorrers", as undesirable settlers, and an appeal
by Babbi Llebman Adler was necessary to call them to their duty.

After the fire the Bussian Jews started to move from the South
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The Mariampol 'Congregation was the firstSide to the West Side.
to change its place of worship. The other congregations followed.

In 1875 two more Russian congregations are to be found in Chi-
In this year the Congregation Anshe Kenesseth Israel obtainedcago.

its charter.and the men from the Russian village Shilel got together

to found the "Rusaishe Shool". More of these "Landamannschaften",

besides the Mariampol and Shilel Congregations,may have existed al­

ready in these years.

At any rate, in 1879 the number of Rast European rjews in Chicago
I

was big enough that editing a Yiddish paper seemed to be profitable.

Rachman Baer Ettelson and S.L.Marcus founded the "Israelltische

Presse", a Yiddish weekly. This periodical appeared, however, only

for a short time. (.53}

Peoria

The development of the Russian congregation of Peoria is very in-

Because apparently/ hero one of the few instances isteresting.

found, where the East European Jews came under the influence of

Reform Judaism as fast as their more assimilated German-Polish

neighbours.

In 1872 "quite a number of orthodox Israelites had gathered largely

from Russia. Hungary, and Poland, and being dissatisfied with the

Reform ideas of Congregation Anshai Emeth, held services in a hall,

and in 1873 purchased a cemetery". A year after this they founded

In 1879, after seceding members of the Reform Congregation had

strengthened the ranks of Beth Israel, they built a synagogue. From

an orthodox congregation with the name Beth Israel.
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this time on the orthodox principles of the congregation seem to

have been forgotten* Isaac M.Wise was invited to dedicate the new

temple, the Mlnhag America was introduced, and seven years later

Beth Israel united with Anshai Emeth under the leadership of Rabbi

Although it isCallsch, a graduate of the Hebrew Union College.

possible that part of the Russian Jews left the congregation when

Reform tendencies began to assert themselves successfully, it seems

that In Peoria Russian Jews went the way of Reform as early as the

eighteen seventies, (54)

c. owa

In nona of the agricultural states East European Jews can be found

as early as in Iowa. .Long before the Civil War part of the retail

business in the farm countiy was in the hands of Russian Jewish peddlers.

These peddlers who carried their packs all over the State used to live

Therefore while almost no Russian Jews can betogether in one place.

found in the cities of Iowa before the Civil War there was a congregation

in Keokuk as early as 1855. (55)

Keokuk

Most of the early Jewish settlers of Keokuk came from Russian Poland.
In 1855 it was that the Jewish peddlers of that district gathered for
the first time in Keokuk in order to celebrate the Passover festival.
At this meeting they resolved to create in their new home the regular
institutions of a Jewish congregation - to hire a Sho^et, to buy a
Safer Torn, to build a Mikva, to have services according to the Polish
Minhag, Thus the organization of the Benevolent Children of Jerusalem
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was founded.
cemetery, for the formulation of a constitution, for the organization
of worship. Later on the name B’nai Israel was adopted.

The congregational life seems to have been harmonious. Although
there were South Germans among the leading members there is no evidence
of an open split. The relations to the Gentiles were good, as the
farmers on their lonely homesteads were dependent on the itinerant
businessmen for their merchandise and for the news which they brought

Tet their vocation kept the Keokuk Jews from being strictalong.
observers. On the road, far from their homes it was almost impossible
to keep the Sabbath and the dietary laws, and to pray at the appointed
times, even though the peddlers were devout Chassidim.

The congregation was, however, not destined to live long. In 1857
the majority of the members - apparently German Jews had immigrated -•

preferred the Ashkenasik way of prayer. The Chassidim yielded. The
congregation finally dissolved in the Civil War. Before that time
most of the Russian Jews had already moved away from Iowa to the
Eastern States.

MoinesDes

After the Civil War.Russian Jews again began to immigrate in Iowa.

Most of them were poor peddlers from the Province of Suwalk (Lithu­

ania). They usually had lived in upstate New fork for the first years
There, in Rochester, two ofafter their arrival in this country.

their fellow countrymen had established a "peddler supply" and gave
The center of the Russian peddlers was firstthem goods on credit.

Then it moved to Des Moines.in Iowa City.

Committees were appointed for the acquisition of a
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The East European immigrants settled in the East Side of Des
While the Russians in 1855 had formed an almost homo-*Moines«

geneous group with the German peddlers of Keokuk, now there was
a tremendous contrast between them and the German Jews who lived
in the West Side. The early Jewish settlers had made good progress.
The poor peddlers had become wealthy resident businessmen. The
newcomers had to step into the places left by their German coreli­
gionists. Tet peddling still was a profitable job, and the poor
Russians were destined to advance quickly both economically and
socially.

In the years 1867 to 1869 many East European Jews arrived in
Not all or them were peddlers* One, for instance,Des Moines.

Wolf Frank from Sydarg (Poland), who was a shofoet, had a boarding

house.

In 1869 the congregation B’nai Israel was founded by the East Side
As their vocation kept them away from their homes most ofJews.

the time they had to restrict themselves to services on yahrzeits.

Ih 1876 the congregationfast- and holidays for the first years.

finally obtained its charter,and regular Sabbath services were intro­

duced. Although they bad to do away with many of the orthodox customs

while they were traveling through the country, the Des Moines peddlers

not afraid of any sacrifice in order to keep their religion strict-were
^y.whehy at home.

They would not mind if the moire assimilated West Side Jewsshohet.
who did not have a shofret in their congregation came and bought

kosher meet from the East Side batcher, and thus participated in

Despite their poverty they hired aufrazzan and a
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their expensive privilege.
Socially, however, the Russian Jews were isolated from both the

Gentiles and the German Jews. They lived a retired and quiet life.
For one of the chief factors which animate social activities was
missing} there were no women. Among all the inmigrant groups -
perhaps among the Jews more than among the Gentiles « the men
came before the women, and they had their wives and brides come
after them when” they were settled. The consequence of the
lack of women was ,in most of the Jewish congregations, a high
percentage of intermarriages. The Russian congregation of Des
Moines was an exception from this rule. There was practically
no intermarriage in the East Side. On the other hand social life
was paralyzed until later years when women inmigrated from Russia
in greater numbers. The only festivals which were celebrated by
the men of Des Moines were the traditional t^asidib' days of joy.
Purim and Simchath Tors.

The narrow space in which this group lived together made for a
strong feeling of common responsibility. Although they were poor
themselves they never denied their help to any newcomer or to fel­
lows who suffered from an accident or bad business.

The peddlers, unlike many of the later immigrants, were peaceful
people, sober.and rarely seen in lawcourts. Ko fights were reported
among the peddlers, and no sentence of felony was pronounced against

Only one case of divorce is known,any of them by an Iowa court.
(56)and that was probably the result of an intermarriage.
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d. J.Qalaiaqa

OrleansNaw

There waa no separate Russian congregation In New Orleans before

the mass Inmigration. But It seems that the orthodox congregation

had some East European members. At any rate, in 1873 they called

Mr. L.Silberstein from Warsaw to serve as their Rabbi and Mohel.

This Mr. Silberstein opened a store some years later, as his income

from the oongregational offices was not very substantial.

Another East European family, the Seiferths from Vashilishok,

moved to New Orleans. They were good friends of Rabbi Guthelm, and.

probably through Gutheim's influence, a son of the family, Herman

J.Seiferth, planned to study at the Hebrew Union College to become

a Reform Rabbi. Yet he changed his mind and chose journalism as

his life profession.

Abbeville

In this town an East European Jew settled very early. Sol Wise,

born in Russian Poland in 1824 arrived in Abbeville in 1854. He

chose the usual vocation of the early immigrants — peddling. Still

in 19o4 he lived in Abbeville. Although he was no longer able

to see his customers with his bundle on his back, he was active as

a farmer and as a real estate salesman.

in these early times byOther Jewish immigrants are not mentionfid

the historical works about Louisiana Jewry. (57)



- as -

e. Maryland

Baltimore

Hardly any East European Jews lived in Baltimore before I860.
There was a congregation with Polish ritual since 1852 which may
have had some members whose home had been across the Russian border.
In the years between I860 and 187o a number of Poles and Lithuanians
settled*

In 1865 they founded the Bikur Cholim Congregation* As in so many
communities a lack of homogeneity soon oauaed a schism. A few years
after the foundation,members of the Bikur Cholim Congregation dis­
sented and formed the Russian Congregation Benai Israel.

The Russian settlors of Baltimore appearently moved into sections
of the city which Just had been left by the German Jewish settlers

At any rate, both theas they were mounting on the social ladder*
East European Congregations worshiped in synagogues which were owned
by German congregations formerly* (58)

f. Massachusetts
Boston

Although there were Poles among the Jewish settlers who started

to come to Boston in 1842, it is unlikely that there was a consider­

able number of Russian citisens among them.

In the fifties, however, the immigration of East European Jews

For in 1861 J.J.Benjamin reports the existencemust have increased.

of two congregations of Polish and Lithuanian Jews besides the two

old congregations Oheb Shalom (founded 1842) and Beth Israel (1849).

Oheb Shalom was made up of Germans, Beth Israel contained the Polish-

(59)German and English elements.
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g. Michigan

Detroit

A few families of Russian Jews lived in Detroit before the
great influx of the eighties. In 1867 the Simon family arrived.
A son of this family, Jacob B,Simon, is found later on among the
leading Jews of Lansing. Another Immigrant from Eastern.

e lived in Detroit for some time in these years* namelyEu r o p

Jecheskel Bernstein, a peddler, a dealer of scrap iron etc*,who'arrived

in Philadelphia in 1873 after having gone through his apprentice^

ship of American life in Detroit, In 1876 Mfc.J.Schmansky arrived

in the City on Lake Erie. He had spent his first four years in

the new country in New York*

It may be assumed that the mentioned individuals were not the

only East European Jews who settled in Detroit before 1881.

But no evidence could be found for the existence of organizations

of Russian Jews in these years, (6o)

h*, New Jersey

Newark

The first Newark congregation which included Russian Jews was

Congregation B’nal Abraham. It was founded in 1858 by Germans,

gregation, B'nai Jeshurun, had already accepted a Reform ritual*

The new congregation immediately built a synagogue* But their

financial means were not as large as they had appeared to be.

The congregation had to sell their synagogue and to hold ser­

vices in a hall*

Since the foundation of Congregation B*nal Abraham the Russians

Bohemians, and a few Russians, because the older "Polish" con-
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had shown themselves different from the German and Bohemian members

on account of their uncompromising adherence to orthodoxy. In the

middle of the eighteen sixties several hundred Jewish families

settled in Newark. A high percentage of them were of East European

origin* Therefore, when in 1669 a quarrel split the Congregation

B'nai Abraham, the Russians were in the majority, and the Bohemian

members had to withdraw. The Bohemians consequently organised their

owh congregation, Ohev Shalom.

Congregation B'nai Abraham remained the only East European or­

ganization for the next decade. (61)

i. New York

New York City

New York is the big flood gate of European immigration. In this
tremendous sluice the streams of population from across the Ocean
gather. They stay for some time, before they spread slowly all over
the bountxy, and each of them leaves at least a sample in the huge
basin. Thus the statistics of the New York population would be

sensitive barometer for the immigration from Europe sincethe most
the beginning of the nineteenth century - if we only hadat least

-some

therefore not astonishing that INew York was the firstIt is

city where a considerable number of East European Jews should as­

semble, and where a Russian congregation was to take birth.

In 185o there was not oven a Russian minyan in New York. In 1852,

however, enough immigrants had come from the East of Europe that

A Mr .Lichtenstein was paraass.they could found a congregation.
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Ur. Joseph Ash - the Rabbi of the Congregation. Starting in June
with twelve men, the membership grew to twenty-three in the same
year, as some Germans who were dissatisfied with the Reform tendencies
of the other synagogues joined the Congregation. In the beginning
they held services in a small room on Bayard Street for which they

dollars rent a month.paid eight Before the end of the year they

to a larger hall at the comer of Elm and Canal Streetscould move
twenty-five dollars.which cost

In the first years of its existence the Congregation was not
Already in 1853 they could be found in a newvery stationary.

location at Pearl and Center Streets. In this year they started
to pay salaries. Rabbi Ash received two dollars a week for his
services, and a Mr.Oppenheim was hired as a beadle. Occasionally
Joshua Falk, the famous Maggid, author of a commentary on Pirke
Abhoth. preached Without^.receiving recompense.

In 1855 the congregation split for the first time. Rabbi Ash
opposed the appointment of Mr. Aaron Friedman as shohet, because
a decision of Russian rabbis had declared him unfit for this po-

Mr.Middleman, a Talmudic jurist, obtained a permit forsition.

this license, Mr. Middleman withdrew. Together with some followers
he organized a mlnyan on Bayard Street. Out of this minyan the
congregation of the ,'Kalwarier,,, B’nai Israel, originated in 1862,

RabbiAbraham Joseph Ash was a remarkable personality, noteworthy
here, because he probably is a typical example of the serious Jewish
scholars who came from Russia about that time. Ash was born in

Mr.Friedman from Galician rabbis* When Rabbi Ash did not honour
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Senyatich, 1813, He came to America in 1862. Al he ms a Talmudical
scholar, he officiated as rabbi in the new congregation without
accepting compensation for his services. How he made his living
in the first years, is not told. Probably he or his wife engaged
in some worldly business, as it was quite usual among Jewish scholars
in Russia. Even the two dollars which Ash received every week since
1853 could not be sufficient for him and his family, lit seems that

vocation, and he changed the paid congregational office of rabbi
to the honorary one of parnasa. When he lost money in his business
some years later, he returned to the Congregation as their rabbi.
The same process was repeated in 1876, when Rabbi Ash started to
import kosher wine from California, In 1879 the business proved to
be a failure, and again he became a rabbi.

In 1855 Rabbi Ash became acquainted with a rich Portuguese Jew,
John Hart. Hart influenced the philanthropist Samson Simpson and
some other friends to donate several thousand dollars to the Con­
gregation for the purpose of purchasing a synagogue. The Welsh
Chapel on Allen Street was bought and converted into a synagogue.
On June 8, 1856 Rabbi Abraham Rice of Baltimore dedicated the new
place of worship.

The Congregation then consisted of 65 members. But soon a new

Over trivial matter* a controversy arosedivision was to happen.

A lawsuit followed, de-between Rabbi Ash and Paraass Rothstein,

When Ashelding the validity of the election of a new parnass.

our rabbi even found satisfaction in other than scholarly activities.
For in 1862 he chose the shirt manufacturing business as his main
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They rented a place of worship on Forsyth and Grand Streets, and

they named the new congregation Beth Hamedrash Hagodol , to distin­

guish it from the former Beth Hamedrash. The Congregation received

a Sepher Torah, and many books. They purchased a burial ground in

the Union Fields Cemetery. They engaged a beadle, Mr.Kathan Meyer,

for a salary of seventy-five dollars a year which was increased to

one-hundred and fifty dollars later on. Mr.Meyer had an additional

religious banquets". These were given in the Schaenk,Income from rt

a buffet in the vestibule of the shool by members who had yahrzeit.

and who did not want to fast. After completing a chapter of the

Talmud each of the present congregants was treated to a piece of

cake and a glass of brandy. The Beadle had an annual profit of

seventy-five dollars from this business. Outside of these congrega­

tional offices Mr.Msyer had the secular vocation of a glazier.

There were Sasidinr ,In this group, too, there arose quarrels.

among them Babbi Ash, whose ideal was a social form of religion.

They wanted services which were but losely restricted by rules as

to the way of praying. They wished the whole community to parti­

cipate in the prayer. They favoured the popular festivals, where

the loud Joy in the synagogue rose to ecstasy. The other group.

led by Parnass Hershfield sponsored a tendency toward. Reform with

its dignified mode of worship, where every word and every tone by

congregation and cantor is prescribed by fixed rules. Their in­

fluence caused the engagement of the cantor Warsohauer for the

holidays in the fall 1861.

was defeated he left the Congregation with twenty—three followers.
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On Yom Kippur the tension between the two groups was displaced
openly in a fight in the synagogue. The yaaidIm, concerned about
the ease of their lungs and heads, wanted to improve the air in
the house of worship by opening the windows. Their opponents

were more concerned about the precious voice of the Cantor, and

therfore pleaded against the admission of cool air. The service
was continued after the discussion, but after the holidays, the
yasidim left the Congregation and opened the §asidim Stuebel on
Delaney Street, where they held services with the Sephardic
Ritual (Nussafr Ari). However, the peace was restored. On fassover
1862, the yasidim rejoined the Beth Hamedrash Hagodol.

In the following years the Congregation changed its place
In 1865, it moved to the corner of Clintonof worship several times.

In 1872, they purchased property on Ludlow Street,and Grand Streets.
A synagogue was built which was dedicated on September 27, in the
same year.

The truce of the £asidim had not abolished all contrasts from
the Congregation. The progressive younger element introduced in­
novations. They were accepted by the conservetfees only after long

struggles, even though they were completely unessential, such as

secret ballot in the elections of officers, the substitution of

the English word President instead of the Hebrew Parnass as the

name for the secular leader of the congregation.

On account of their adherence to the strictest interpretations

of the Law, the Hasidim constituted a distinct group in the

They had their own shofret, they had their ownCongregation,
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bakery for mazzoth. They occupied themselves with studies of the Law.
Rabbi Ash and Judah David Eisenstein organized for this purpose a
gevrah Mlahnayoth and a gevrah Shas who met after the morning and evening
prayer to learn Mishnah and Talmud*

Appearently Beth Hamedrash Hagodol was the most progressive and the
most active of the early Russian congregations. They were the first
to engage a professional cantor as a permanent official. Up to 1877

the services had been chanted by gifted members who considered this office

Only for New Year and the Day of Attonement cantors hadan honour*
been hired. In 1877 Judah Oberman was installed into this office in
the Congregation Beth Hamedrash Hagodol* and he officiated permanently
until 188c, when he was followed by Simha Samuelson.

It was also thia aongregationithati.briginated the project of uniting
all orthodox communities of New York under a Chief Rabbi. This plan,
which was made public for the first time in 1879, was not realized, how­
ever, before 1886 when Rabbi Joseph Jacobs occupied the office of Chief
Rabbi. (62)

The Congregation of 1852 and its daughter congregations were not the

only organizations of East European Jews in New York. There were many

mlnyanim and frevroth, societies for religious and charitable purposes.

most of which were organized according to the "Landsmannschaftaprinciple.

a.g. in 1866 Immigrants from the province of Suvalk (Lithuania) formed

the gevrah Gomle gassodim I'Anshe Suvalk!. They gave assistance to

The purposes of the societyneedy members and to newcomers from Suvalk.

1877 they possessed their own shool and theysoon became more manifold*

were able to dedicate a Sepher Torah.

In 1872,29 of those small congregations existed in New York, and their

rt :
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number grew from year to year.
The number of East European Jews who settled in New fork previous

to 1881 cannot be ascertained with any exactness* Wiernik gives
two estimates of the site of the New York Jewish population about

They assume that 7o,ooo or 80,000 Jews lived in the Metropolis187o.
But they dt not tell, how great the percentage ofat that time.

BussIans was. Y« i. That East European Jews formed already a consider­
able part of the Hebrew population can be concluded from the fact.
that businessmen thought it profitable to issue Yiddish and Hebrew
publications.(63)

A Jewish printing office existed very early. In 1868 Elijah
Holsman, an immigrant from Courland, published "Emek Rephaim" a
Hebrew pamphlet against Reform Judaism. In 1877 M.Topolowsky
edited a small volume of Yiddish poetry by Jacob Zwi Solei.

There was at least one Jewish book store before 1881, that of the
firm Kantorwits, that furnished the colony with Yiddish and Hebrew
reading matter.

Several attempts were made to publish a news-paper for the East

In 187o both a Yiddish and a Hebrew paper were founded.European Jews.
"Di Idisher Post", edited by Hirsch Bernstein, an immigrant from

Wladislawov, existed only for a short time* The "Hatzofe b’Erets

It was established by the sameKefcadash" appeared for five years.

Its editor was for most of the time David Jalomstein,publisher.
In 1874 a new Yiddish periodicalwho arrived from Lithuania in 1871,

"Di Idishe Gazeten", edited by Kaariel H,Sarahaonwas founded.
(bom in Falser, Russian Poland) appeared first as a weekly.
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In 1886 a daily edition wasvoicing extremely orthodox ideas.
established. (Jewish Daily News)

It was in the two deoades before 1881 that the East Side of
New York started to become what it is today: the Ghetto. In 185o,
when the first Russian Jews settled in New York, the East Side was
still the exclusive residence of the "aristocracy of Gotham".

The purchase of the Welsh Chapel in 1855 marked the first step
It cannot be found out today what was thein the march eastward.

reason for this movement; whether this church was bought because it
*1

was a suitable building,and the community followed the synagogue;

or whether the synagogue was installed in this eastern site, because

the majority of the congregation were already living there.

In the eighteen seventies poor families could already be found

crowded in the tenement houses of the growing Ghetto. The house

foo- six-hundred inmigrants which was bought by the Board of Delegates

for the Russian Jews is only one instance of this kind of settlement.

The refugees arrived poor, and these slums were the only place where

There is no need of devoting anythey could settle in New York.

space to a description of the health situation which developed as

a consequence of the miserable housing conditions.

The East European Jews of New York, striking the eyes of the

rabble by their strange appearances, were the natural victims of

The bearded street-vendor with kaftan and ear-anti-Semitism.
locks persecuted by a host of urchins was part of the every day

In 1871, for instance, Russian Jews who went to the Riverscene.
New Year's Day to make tashlikh were molested - an event fore-on
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shadowing the attacks of the Irish of later years. (64)

Rochester

Rochester must hare had some Russo-Jewish inhabitants in the sixties.

for in 1867 it was the center from which the peddlers of the Western

States operated. A "peddler-supply", a store which provided the poor

Russians with their merchandise on credit, was located in Rochester.

It is very likely that the owner of this store was a fellow-countryman

of the peddlers, and that some of the hawkers, whose field was upstate
: )

New York, lived in Rochester proper. (65)

j. Ohio
Cincinnati

East European Jews settled in Cincinnati in the eighteen-sixties.
The majority of those who arrived in the two decades up to 1881 were
Lithuanians•

In 1869 they founded the Congregation Beth Teflllah which was
joined by orthodox Jews who were dissatisfied with the reformed
ritual of the large congregations. The young congregation started
its services in a room at the corner of Richmond and Central Avenues.
The growing immigration of these years soon enlarged the number of
the members so that, in 1871, they had to rent a larger room on
Eighth Street, corner of Central Avenue.

In 1877,a- second congregation constituted itself with the name of
It also was made up mostly of Lithuanians.(66)Beth Hamidrash Hagadol.

Cleveland
In 1881, J.J.Benjamin reported of some Polish Jews who were not
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organized In either of the two old congregations, Anshe Chesed
and Tiphereth Israel. They prayed for themselves without possessing
a synagogue.

In 1867, a group which obviously contained the element of extreme.
uncompromising Russian orthodoxy - perhaps the same as that mentioned
by Benjamin - founded the Congregation Anshe Emeth* They worshipped
first near the Central Market House, and moved to West Third Street
in 187o.

Ona year after Congregation Anshe Emeth, another Polish orthodox
group organized 3 Itself. Its name was Beth Hamldrash Hagodol. (67)

k. Pennsylvania
Philadelphia

Besides New York, Philadelphia was the biggest port for Russian
immigration. The Russo-Jewish community of Philadelphia developed In

a line parallel to that of the New York community.

The early form of communal organization was the frevrah. These

societies provided for their members both bhayitable help.'

and religious worship. Already the Jewish immigrants from Germany had

organized themselves in this way. Since 1861, there arose foevroth

which were made up of Hungarians, Galicians, Poles, and Russians.

The oldest of them was the Revrah Blkur Rollm. Its members came

together for Saboath- and Holiday-services in a rented hall.

The first congregation of East European Jews was the Cracower-

It was founded in 1876, and three yearsBeth Elohim Congregation.

later it united with the Cracower Revrah which existed previously.

Like In New York, the East Side developed to be "Jewtown” many
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years after the first Russian Jews had oome to the city* The
first Jewish settler in the East Side was Jecheskel Bernstein
who moved from Detroit to Philadelphia in 1873. Some years before.
he had come over from the Lithuanian town Lithendova, After he
had become settled in the new country, he longed for .Jewish life

Therefore he sent for his relatives, andsimilar to that

they for theirs, and one year later, they had a mlnyan and could think

Finally, in 1877, the first congrega*.of organizing a congregation.

tion in "Jewtown", the gevrah B'nai Israel, obtained its charter. It

had at that time fifteen members. This congregation held services
in the building of the Jewish Educational Alliance, Some years
after the foundation, they built a synagogue with facilities for a
school on the South West corner of Tulip and East Auburn SStreets.

The Jewish quarter of Philadelphia in the seventies was no
better than the New York Ghetto. The sanitation was bad. The
streets were so rotten that the children could bathe in front of
the houses in the dirty pools which every rain left behind. The
settlers of this quarter were peddlers and Junk-Dealers whose field

of business was partly the City itself, pertly the villages and farms

in the surrounding country.

The number of East European Jews who came to Philadelphia before

1881 is estimated as ranging between two and three thousand, i.e

(68)about one fifth of the Jewish population.

1. South Carolina
Charleston

Although there was no organized group of East European Jews in

"at home".
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Charleston before 1881, a number of individual immigrants could be found
They seem to have been affiliated with all congregationsin early years.

of the Cit> in the same measure, even - strange enough, but perhaps on
account of the similarity of the Chassidic Kussach Ari with the
Sephardic ritual - with the Sephardic congregation, Beth Elohim*

Evidence for this statement comes from tombstones and marriage
On the cemetery of the German congregation, Berith Shalome,notices.

So tombstones of people who died before 1881 give the birth-places
or Kussian Poland as theof the deceased. Ten of them show Russia

On the cemetery of the orthodox congregation.land of origin*
Shearith Israel, which was used from 184o to 1866, three of the
Interred ones can be identified as Russians* On the De Costa Ceme­
tery one stone shows Russia as the birthplace of a man who died in
1871, and on the Coming Street Cemetery of the Congregation Beth
Elohim we find the tomb of an immigrant from Russia who died in

Among the marriage notices of the Charleston press (The1879.
Courier, September 13, 1852) we find one which says that Rev.Mr.
Lyons - the Rabbi of Shearith Israel - married Mr. SimonHousesu,
of Pouseau, Europe, to Mrs* Dorothea A bramowitch, of St.Petersburg,
Russia.

These data, however interesting they are, do not admit any
conclusion as to the exact number of East European Jews In
Charleston before 1881,

Georgetown
One tombstone i> the Georgetown Jewish cemetery mentions Russia

Elzas does notas the bifrthplace of a

(69)report the presence of any East European Jews*

man who died before 1881.
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ma Texas

East European Jews may have settled early in Texas. However.

the oldest evidence for their presence that could be found is a

letter which an inmigrant from Russia wrote to the editor of the

"Hammegid" in 1876. (7o)

n. Virginia

Richmond

There were a few East European JJews in Richmond, probably

affiliated with the orthodox Polish congregation, Kenesseth Israel.

The documents of the U.S.Distriot Court in Richmond tell,that

Ash Harris, of Russia, became (a) citizen".on "May 24, 1859

His tombstone tells, that he was bom in 1826 in Dobrxynaky,

that he was married to an English-born woman, and that he died in

Richmond in 1893, On the same cemetery there are two more tomb­

stones of men who came from Russia, and who died before 1881, (71)

2, Eminent East European Jews

The East European Jews who came to this country before 1881 were

few in number, and they came from a country where talent was not

given much chance to develop. Nevertheless there were men-in thie im­

migrant group ,who became outstanding figures in American or in Jewish

life.

Not all the famous Jews who were born in Russia, and who immi­
grated to the United States before 1881 belong to this group. Those

of them who in their childhood were taken from their Russian ghetto -

environment, and who spent their youth and adolescence in the emanci­

pated West European countries have to be disregarded Although they
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may have been vitally interested in Jewish problems and in the

welfare of the Bast European immigrants, they were too closely

assimilated to the Central European Jews in the moment of their

arrival in America to be considered part of the Ruaso-Jewish im-

Michael Hellprin, the champion of liberalism, ismigrant group.

He was born in Piotrkow (Russian Poland) in 1823,one of these men.

but he spent 13 years previous to his immigration (1843 - 1856) In

Hungary and partly in Prance. The .painter Max Rosenthal, from whom

we have many pictures iofn the Civil War, is another. (72)

Two men whose cradle stood in the Russian ghetto, and who came
to fame' t out of the very group of early East European settlers
were Judah David Eisenstein and David Lublin. Abridged biographies
of these men shall follow.

Judah David Eisenstein

JU). Eisenstein was born in Meserlts on November 12, 1854, His

father, a learned man, taught him early in the fields of traditional
After his father left for America in 1864, hisJewish learning.

grandfather took the place of Judah's teacher. In 1872, Eisenstein

immigrated to the United States. He settled in New York and became

a leading member of Congregation Beth Hamedrash Hagodol. Although

mainly concerned with Jewish literature, he was busy as a shirt

manufacturer from 188o to 1898.

Eisenstein won his fame as a translator from and into Hebrew,

Rab-editor and arranger off®brew encyclopedic works and ofas an

binical writings.

David Lubin

born in Kladowa (Russian Poland) on June 1, 1849,David Lubin was
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under the tutelage of strictly orthodox parents to whomHe grew up
the fact that the little boy was signed with a deep scar by the
glowing wick of a Sabbath candle meant that he was chosen by God
for a great future. They were right. In 1855 the family had settled
in New York. It was not easy for them to keep David at home; for
his boundless love of adventure drove him more than once to run
away from home and school, whether it was with a Captain who promised

to take him around the Cape or with a recruiting officer during tte

Civil War. When twelve years, Lubin made his living by working
in a jeweler's shop in Massachusetts, when sixteen he travelled to
California, when nineteen he went to .Arizona with prospectors.
In 1874, after a visit back East, he opened a store in Sacramento (Cal).
He shocked his competitors and his customers by an idea which was

He put the prices on each article
in his store, legible for everyone, and he prohibited bargaining.
First he seemed to fail. But he stuck c to his principles, and
finally he succeeded.

3 Lubin was well educated. He was interested in books both Hebwew
Although he mastered the English language in speakingand English.

and understanding, he kept a peculiar style of writing even in later
years. He devoted himself to the study of transportation and’ fanning,and
when his livelihood was secured by the success of his store, he turned
to the realization of some projects which he had formulated in this

His chief plan was the organization of an international in­field.
stitute of agriculture which was to further the co-operation between

Washington showed ho interest in Lubin’s idea. Thusthe nations.

completely new in the Far West.
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he went to Italy, in 19o6. Victor Emanuel III. made it possible
for Lubin to see his institute dedicated in 19o8. The Institute

in Italy did not realize the reformer’s ultimate ideas. David Lubin,

however, did not grow tired. He kept on working for peace and co­

operation even throughout the World War. On December 31, 1918,

"as the bells rung in the New Year which all hoped was to inaugurate

a new era of peace and good will among men, David Lubin passed away."(73)

In the following, sketches shall be given of the lives of a few

men who were no celebrities; but they had great sucess in business,

and as they stand closer to the mass of Russo-Jewish businessmen,

their pictures may be better illustrations for the economic life of

the early immigrants than those of Eisenstein and Lubin.

CohenJoseph H«

Mr Cohen was born in Sapotkin (Suwalk) on February 8, 1865. Nine

years later, he came to New York. In the years during which he went to

public school he made money by sellin neckware after the school hours.

At the samte time he did‘hot fail to obtain a Jewish education at
II

the Talmud Torah. He started his businedd career as a clerk; became

an independent merchant; and in 1917, his cloak and suit factory

J.H,Cohen clung to Orthodoxy all his life.employed over 5oo people.

He devoted hi. .self to charity, and the Beth Israel Hospital in New

York is very much indebted to him for his self-sacrificeing service.

The life story of Mr. Cohen’s brother Louis shows quite similar

features. (74)

Kaa u f m a nDavid

born in Augustovo (Russia) in 185o. He cameDavid Kaufman was



- 53 -

to America in 1868. He started to work as a furrier,but preferring
an independent business, he turned to peddling dry goods in New fork.
Later on he went into the junk business in Newark, N.J. In 1876, he
moved to Elizabeth, N.J. and became associated with Hyman Isaac. In
1917, he was one of the largest scrap iron dealers of the UUnited St

He was affiliated with the first JJewish congregation,States.
B’nai Israel - which is the German, not the Russian congregation -
and with the masonic Orient Lodge. He was active in both Jewish

In 1913, for instance, he was appointed byand civic causes.
Governor Jiedler a member of a committee to go to Germany and
urge betterment of conditions of the Jews of the Balkans. (75)

3* East European Jews in the Civil War

The standard work about the Jews in the Civil War, Simon Wolf's

"The American Jew as Patriot, Soldier, and Citizen" does not give

information about the birthplaces of the Jewish fighters. There is.

however, every reason to assume, that the Jewish immigrants from

Russia were just as eager as their American- and German-born fellow--
Jews to draw the sword for the country which offered them shelter and
a hopeful future.
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1( Economic Life

The starting point on the scale of econimio life of the whole
group of Jewish immigrants from Russia was the same, with veiy few
exceptions. They arrived in America penniless. The Jews from Germany,
Austria, and Hungary were in almost the same situation. Perhaps a few
more among them that among the Russians had been able to kring along
some savings or a bundle with household supplies. Notwithstanding
this, the German Jews had an advantage over the East European

The majority of the former arrived two decades beforeimmigrants.
the steady stream of immigration from the East started. They found t-.o
their places in the American world when this civilisation was in

Theirs was the chance of aits most rapid state of construction.
quick rise on the economic scale. The more American life became
a solid structure, the more difficult it was for a newcomer to

secure < favourable position.

The majority of the early East European immigrants stepped into

the positions which the German Jews had filled before. .But

in the changed economic conditions, hampered by language diffidal

ties and by a lack of helping friends, they were not able to

Only very few ow themfollow their precursors' quick ascent.

They are hardly to be

found among the American millionaires and among municipal and

governmental officials during the past cantuxy» (76)

The later the Russian Jews arrived in the States the lower • was

their economic position. They had to become factory workers, members

rose to high financial and social ranks.
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of the proletariat', while the German Immigrants never left the

bourgeois class. They may have settled in the very sections

of the large cities where the Germap businessmen had lived.

Good residential sections before -« under them they developed into

modern ghettos of tenement houses.

The exclusive occupation for the Russo-Jewish inmigrants before

the seventies was peddling. Right after their arrival in the

American port, as soon as they had acquired knowledge of a few Engl i

words, they managed to obtain a pack of goods and to start business.r
Most of them stayed in the Eastern States. There, e.g.in New York
and Rochester, successful businessmen founded "peddler supply"
houses. They gave their arriving fellow-countrymen goods on credit
and a few free lessons in peddling. (77) Gradually the routes of
the hawkers extended farther West, and canters rose in the Midwestern

It was not only for practical reasons that the East EuropeanStatea.
Jews quickly settled as closely as possible to their field of work-

They were no:friends of nomadic life. Only with a few ofing.

them the itinerant vocation became a habit which they did not

For the majority, peddling was an emergencywant to change.

solution, and as soon as they could, they settled down as the

owners of stationary stores. (78) In some small towns they

acquired land on which they worked as farmers, but their tendency

them choose a second vocation, e.g.to do business usually made

real estate business. (79)

in the sefenties,peddling ceased to beIn the late sixties and

The trades gained more and more import«a profitable way of living.
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ance for the Husso-«Jewish immigrants. City dwellers for centuries,
they preferred occupations which made it possible for them to settle

Some had been artisans in thein cities also in the new country.
Others leased a trade, very often glaring.communities of the Bale.

while stopping in England on their way to America.(80) It was not
easy, however, to compete with the skilled artisans who immigrated
from Central Europe. Therefore the trades were a very slow path
to prosperity for the Russian Jews.

Factory work played only a minor part in the lives of the
East European Jews previous to 1861, During the late seventies.
the settlers in the large communities, New York and 'Philadelphia,
gradually became connected with the clothing industry. They found
work as tailors and pressers in the sweatshops. This occupation
which forced the labourers to work Under miserable conditions.for
an inadequate salary played the chief part in creating the Jewish
proletariat in the large cities.

It was also in the garment trade that the Jews became active
The Joy in the freedom which they had missedin the Labour movement.

so much in absolutist Russia made the young Jewish workers eager
Their activeness sometimes tore them fromfollowers of socialism.

the narrow unpolitical circle of the Russo-Jewish community into
They became agitators for socialistthe whirlpool of political life.

Although the chief development of theor even anarchist ideas.
Jewish labour mowement falls into the period after 1881, a Jewish
Union within the garment industry was organized in New York a a

early as 1877. (81)
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While an insignificant number of Jewish fanners from Russia could

be found in the country towns rather early, organized farming became

a solution for the economical problem of the immigrants from the

Bast only after 1881 It is true, the agricultural settlement plans

of Leon Straus and E.S. Solomon of 187o were rivived by the Board

of Delegates in 1877 and by the Executive Board of the Union of

American Hebrew Congregations in 1879. (82) They were not realized,

however, before the great influx of the eighties. (83)

2. Charity

The philanthropic activities in commeotion with the East European

Jews have to be looked at under two different headings) charity

of the earlier Jewish settlers toward the Russian immigrants and

organizations of mutual aid among the East European Jews*

The attitude of the Portuguese and German Jews toward the needy

East Eruopean inmigrants was in general identical with that illustrated

in the case of the immigration wave of 1869* (84) Despite the res­

istance of narrow minded assimilationists, the philanthropic or-

ganizations of the Sephardic and Ashkenasic groups carried the main

part of the financial burden created by the immigration from Eastern

Europe.

Naturally the systematical organization of charitable institu­
tions for the Russian refugees started in 1882* (85) The foundation

an exception, a spontaneous response to a single emergency situation.
(86) However, in all the Jewish communities the poor among the Russian
Jews were taken care of by the German Jewish charity organizations.

of the Society in Aid of Jewish Immigrants in New York (187o) was
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This was especially true for the large cities where a mass of

needy Bast European Jews accumulated. In the cities on the At­

lantic coast the charitable institutions; of the Jewish comnuni—.

ties were extended for the use of the Russian immigrants, and

special collections were organised in times of larger immigration.(87)

Outside of housing and feeding the poor, the organizations helped

the newcomers by giving them loans. As a rule,the money was used

for baying tools for the trade or goods for peddling, for a

railroad ticket to the central states, or for a place on a

steamer back to Europe. (89)

The East European settlers themselves were also very active

in giving help to their needy fellow-countrymen. Vi th them
charitable and religious organization had become a unity in the

These institutions were particularistic.frevroth. They were

independent from each other and from the large Jewish philanthropic
agencies.

The way of rendering help, too, was different among the Russian

Jews than among the older settlers. They had not the possibility

of working with large amounts of money. Therefore charity assumed

Newcomers from Europe werea very direct and personal system.

taken into the houses of members of the frevrah for a few weeks.

They were given their meals and a few lessons in English and in

Finally they were dismissed with a basket of smallpeddling.

wares and the good wifch.es of the whole brotherhood, (89)

3. Cultural Life

secular culture is concerned,the RRussian immigrantsAs far as

wifch.es
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In Bussla awere not in high standing.

privilege or the wealthy classes. In addition, the orthodox JJews

were suspicious of the schools of the Easkillm which gave more

than a religious education. They were afraid of seeing their

children converted to Christianity there. As the majority of the

immigrants originated from the poor classes of Busaian J Jews,

it is not astonishing that hardly any of them knew, how to

write his name in Latin script.

This fact does, however, not admit any conclusion as to the

general cultural standard of the East European Jew.. As a child

in the Pale, he had been taught by the melamed in the freder or

by his father. Thus the average Buaaian Jew who came to America

knew at least, how to read his Hebrew prayers and his Yiddish

Very often his knowledge comprehended the Bible andnewspaper.

the Talmud.

In America, too, the Busaian Jews at once showed their interest

In the smallest congregation a frederin cultural activities.

was established which later often grew into Talmud Torah, a well

organised daily Hebrew school. The restriction from secular

education in Russia had not deadened the interest in it nor the

capacity of learning in the Jewish youth. Whenever they entered

American public schools or universities, they were to be found

the better students.(90)among

The East European Jews in America not only revived their

educational institutions of the old country and showed themselves

capable of adopting the particularities of the new one, bat they

"good education" was the
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also created a new branch of Jewish culture. The meeting of the

Jewish and the American civilizations resulted in a movement cor­

responding to the Haskalah in Eastern. Europe. While the German Jew

assimilated completely to the civilization of their environment.

both in Germany and in America, the Russian Jews were stimulated

by the experience of strange influences to give rise to now cul-

In America the movement resulted in the early pro-tural values.
gross of Hebrew and Yiddish literature. The interest in it was
vital to the immigrant from the East. Otherwise the many articles
in the Russian Jewish papers directed to their American readers
could not be explained, and the early creation of Yiddish and
Hebrew newspapers, publication houses, and bookstores in Hew York
and Chicago would have been impossible. (91) Yiddish and Hebrew
speaking societies, literary assooiations, clubs for all inter­
ests, and last not least, the Yiddish theatre arose intthe course
of this movement, the beginning of which can be clearly discerned
in the period previous to 1881. (92)

The influence of the new environment upon the civilization
of the East European Jews was not only felt as a stimulus for

production byt also in changes within the cultural life.new
The new Yiddish literature wore the stamp of the American scene.

The Yiddish in use in the Ame-and the language itself altered.
rican Jewish literature had the tendency of approaching closely
to the literary German, more closely oven than the language

(9<a) At the same time, English
This strangewords began to creep

employed by the lias kilim in Russia.

in and to modify the dialect.
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development was a result of the doable effect brought about by the language

of the German Jewish group on the one hand and that of the American people

at large on the other. (94)

In its form and its tools the civilization of the East European

Jews showed foreign influences, but in its contents, in its soul it

was Jewish, (95)

4. Religious and Social Life

It was not without reason that religious and social life were

In the Pale, and no less among theput together into one heading.

early East European Immigrants in America, the Jewish religion was

all pervasive in its power. It gajfve its contents to civilization,

and it shaped the system of charitable institutions; yet nothing was

influenced by it as much as social life. There was no social life
^he bevrahoutside of the congregation, outside of the synagogue.

The meeting place of its member* wasformed a close social unity.
the reason for the dally or weekly gatherings - religiousthe shool

It was quite natural that the exchange of news - an impor-worship.

tafti social activity - took place after (or during) the services.

Even social events, festivities, banquets, dances, were at the same

They took place at the occasion of hohi-tiae religious occurances.

dags, such as Simba th Torah and Purim, or of such family events as

B»rith Milah, Bar Mitzwah, and weddings, which also had religious

character.

On the other hand, social needs were not without influence upon
Not only did the services and re li­the institutions of religion.

gious celebrations bear the stamp of social events — they do in every
than in flasidic Judaism with its "Third Meal"**®ligion, though less
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and its Sim^ath Torah Ere - but the very arganizatlon of the Landa-

mannschaften is a consequence of social habits. Insignificant dif­

ferences in the rituals would not have necessarily caused separation
of the immigrants from the various towns and districts. However,
the feeling of belonging together, of being used to each other, of
sharing the same language, the same customs, and the same memories
united the townsmen. It was this social particularism which led
immigrants from one town to leave a congregation at the slightest
occasion and to make up a minyan of their own.

The religious life of the Hussian Jews was not developed in the
same form all over the country. From the time on, when they settled
in the cities in considerable numbers their way of life became dif­
ferent from that of the peddler in the villages and towns of the
farm states.

In the large cities,-New York, Philadelphia, Chicago in first

place,—^he Russian Jews were able to build their own world. As

though they had never left llariampol or Litvinova or Suwalk, they

lived like in a village community, close together, concerned only

about their own little affairs and their fellow-Jews. They met

in the synagogues at the regular times for services, if not every
day, then at least every Sabbath. They were able to obtain koaher
food, and they could refrain from working on the Day of Rest* In
short, it was possible for them to live as genuine ^asidim without
neglecting even the most insignificant part of the Law.

The situation was completely different for those who settled
£heir fields of working were wide stretchesin the country towns.
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of farmland. They had no means of getting kosher food. They had
to stay on the road all week, and sometimes dould not even come
home oh Sabbath. Even though they returned to their towns on
weekends, only in rare cases thetw was a congregation with which they
could pray. The longer this life lasted, the more the habit of and
even the feeling for the orthodox way of living vanished among the
peddlers. Only the strongest ones were able to stick to their

principles, to lead singly their hard lives instead of associating

more closely with their American or German-Jewiah environment.

The religious leaders of the early Busso-Jewish congregations

were hardly rabbis in the modern sense. They had not gone through

a systematical education different from that of the rest of the

believers. They only had learned more than the others. Their task

in the congregation was to decide religious problems and to study
with the members. They hardly had to preach sermons, but they were
to give good d’raahoth, explanations of Scripture.

The poverty of the congregations prevented them from paying
If the rabuis received anything atsalaries to their ministers.

all, it was never sufficient for the support of a family. There­
fore the early Russian rabbis usually had a secular vocation besides,
in order to make their living. (96)

Enwrapped in their religious life, the ngussian Jews were that
group among the Jewish immigrants who assimilated most slowly in

While their German brethren became ardent Ameri-the new country.
Whilecanists, they retained their pious, hopeful love for Zion.

they scarcely made their living, they collected their few spare
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pennies in order to send them to Palestine for the ppor, especially

for the support of aged people of their Landsmannschaft who had

gone to the Holly Land to spend there the rest of their days. Out

of this religious feeling, political Zionism grew a few decades

later. (97)

5. The Relation between the East European Jews and the

Groups of Earlier Jewish Settlers

When in the middle of the past century the massed of German

Jews settled in this country they were looked at with contempt by

the Portuguese Jews who had lived in America for generations. The

Germans - i.e.the South Germans « in turn scorned at any Jew. who

came from any place east of Berlin. While the contrast between the

Germans and the "Poseners" and part of the Hungarians and Galicians

diminished withthe advance of Reform Judaism, that between the

Germans and the East Europeans remained almost equally strong since

earliest times. (98)

As to their beliefs and customs, as to their economic and cal-

tural conditions the Russian Jews formed a distinct group, fifferent

from the earlier settlers. Both the arrogant exclusiveness of the

Germans and the self-sufficient particularism of the Russians kept

the two groups from mingling in all those places in which a consi­

derable nunber of East European Jews settled. Therefore in cities

like New York and Philadelphia relationships as that between the

Russian Rabbi Ash and the Portuguese Jew John Hart were rare ex*

ceptions. (98)

small number of RussianHowever, in places where only a very
<. e
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Jews immigrated, it was not seldom that they associated very closely

Mostly., it was the Galician or the Hungarian

congregation which was joined by the East European Jews, for in

it they found the most familiar type of services and customs.

Sometimes even an orthodox German congregation had a fen Russian

membe rs. In most of the cases, when congregations had become

heterogeneous in their membership, they split, as soon as a

sufficient number of East European Jews had immigrated, and

a minyan could be formed.

In some towns,-* e.g.Richmond ,Va. and Cnarleston,S,C, - a few

Russian Jews settled very early while a Russian congregation was

In such cases it is probablenot organized before the eighties.

that the Russian settlers amalgamated completely with the older

immigrants. (100) This process of assimilation occured with even

greater regularity when the offspring of the ear}? East European

Immigrants, men and women who had been raised in this country,

moved away from their parents to a place where no other Russian

Jews lived. (101)

Generally it may be said, that when the East European Jews
settled in small numbers, and when at the same time they pros­
pered financially, the barrier between them and the other Jewish

The Russians mingled with the other Jewishgroups broke down.
settlers b£ social intercourse, by intermarriage, and mainly by

They remained in the congregationsjoining their congregations.
When the Russian mass im-when these accepted Reform Judaism.

akin to their new associatesmigration started, they felt more

!

with other groups.
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They were no longer members, of thethan to the poor refugees. group

of East European Jews.

1
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CONCLUSIONS

Increasipgeconomic and political difficulties in the East

European countries caused individual Jews to migrate from there

to the United States of America since the middle of the nine­

teenth century. The number of the inmigrants was steadily in­

creasing. They came on their own initiative and on their own re­

sources, but in many cases, charity organizations of European

and American Jews took care of them. They found occupation as

peddlers, as artisans, and later on as workers in the garment

industry. They preferred to settle together in the large cities,
organized in groups according to their places of origin. Part

of them moved to the Western and Southern States where they settled

individually or in small groups. While here many of thanamalgam­

ated with the larger groups of American Jews, the East European

Jews in tne cities formed distinct groups with their own religious.

They laid the founds-social, charitable, and cultural activities.

tion upon which the gigantic community of Russian Jews in the

United States built itself.

The history of the Bast European

1881 is not the independent unit which it seems to be. It is true,

it has characteristics which distinguish it clearly from the period

after this date; and yet, it is only an Introductory chapter to

It is the exposition of alarger span of time.

drama which in our days seems to be in its denouement, rapidly

giving way to a new play on the stage of Jewish migration.

, Jews in America previous to

the history of a
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•» {.
"Connecticut" by David Levy vol.IV pp.227 ff.

•' New Orleans 1904 
? **

Jewish Encyclopedia "Baltimore" by Henrietta Ssbld vol.II pp.479 ft

"Boston" by Godfrey Morse '•'vol.III
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Cincinnati 1930

Ma r g o 1 i n, A.D.: The Jews of Eastern Europe

New York, 1926

Ma rkena, Isaac: The Hebrews in America

New York, 1888

Marx, David: History of the Hebrew Benevolent Congregation

of Atlanta Ga,
Atlanta 1917

Me i a e 1, A.: Geshiohte von' Jden in di Vereinikte Staaten van

Amerika
New York 1929

Mo ra 1 a, H.S»; The Jews of Philadelphia
Philadelphia 1894

PCf e f f e r, J,; Distinguished Jews of Amefrica
New York 1917

The Pinkoa - 75 years 6f Jewish activities in San Bernardino and
Riverside Counties

San Bernardino 1935
The Refora Advocate — Michigan State Edition

Chicago, 1912, March 2.
Revue Israelite Paris 1870/71
Roaenau, William: A Brief History of Congregation Oheb Shalom

2 volumaa Baltimore 1913 and 1928
Rubens te i n, C.A.: History of H ar Sinai Congregation

Baltimore 1918

Schindle r, Solomtas Israelites in Boston

B oston 1889

Le v 1 nger, Lee J.: A History of the Jews in the United States



Union of American Hebrew Congregations, P roceedlngs of the ••

(1873-1897) Cincinnati▼ol. I

Unte r m a n, Isaak: Newarker Iden
Newark N.J. 1932

V e 8 t a f f:

Voorsanger, Jacob: Thq Chronicles of Emanu-El

San Francisco 1900

History of the Jews on the Pacific Coast 1849-1860

American Jews' Annual 1889 pp. 51-66

Cincinnati 1889

W 1 e n e r, Leo: The History of Yiddish Literature in the 19th Century

N ew York 1899

W i e rnik, Peter: History of the Jews in America

New York 1912

The GhettoWirth, Louis:

Chicago 1928

Wise, Isador: Judaism in Cincinnati

in "Cincinnati, The Queen City ,"ed.Rev.Charles I.Goss

vol.II pp. 21-52.
Chicago and Cincinnati 1912

1700F0

The Reformer A Jewish Titef - New York 1878, 
▼ol. X. No.10 p.l. May 3.

Founded in 1733 - A brief of the Jewish Synagogue 
of Savannah Ga.


