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DIC EST 

.l\ mer1c a n J ewish \.lome. n ls • study of the No t i\ bl e 

biogr a phical 

women 

c onuuona Ii ti es of the fort y-n ine 

i~ted in Notable ~mtrican Vomen 

prominent 

The thesis 

is d ivided in t o two par ls Part 1 con tains a 

biography on each of the forty-nine women Part I I 

describes the ge n~ral char acter isti cs o f the group in terms 

o! a co ll e c tiv e biography These common characterist i cs are 

presented under thr ee basic h e ading s · Youth and Upbr inging, 

Peri od o f Prominence , and Vital Statistics . A bri e f review 

o f this material demonstrates the sign1f icance of lhE 

findings 

During their youth and upbring , notable Ameri ca n Jewish 

women ra c e1ved r emarkabl y f ine educational background 

They came lar g ely fr om successful business Mo s t 

wer e ! 1 r s t generation Ameri cans from Vestern European 

a n cestry tn nearly all cases thei r p•rents were identified 

Jews , many c a me fr o m active Jewish homes In terms o f birt h 

order , mo st wer e later b orn 

Peri o d 0 f Pr o mi nence is divided into two general 

c ategories Pr o fess io nal Ca reer and Per sonal Life In 

their pr o fessional car t ers n ... tabl e American Jewish women 

demonstrated a wide v a r ie ty of i nterests Unifying fa c tors 

we re residence in the Northeast , br o ad humanitarian c ~nce rn , 

and pub l icat i o n i n some form The personal l Ives of these 

women demonstrated consider abl y more commonalities l'h.ny o f 
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the women did not l"Cla r r y Many of those who married had 

marr1ages which failed Fe w of t he women had chi ldr en Few 

were tnvolved ln the Jewish community beyond simpl e 

identification Most notable American Jewish wo men married 

Jews Many who married shared the same career wit h that of 

their s p ous e 

Vi ta 1 Statistics reviews the ci r cumstances o f each 

woman's death and the prominence she attained tn reference 

to the other women i n the study Mo st notable American 

Jewish women lived long an d productive lives Many lived 

beyond the age o f ?O o r 80 years The ma)or exception to 

this rule were women who were actresses o r writers Aruong 

this grou p the l ife expectancy was ten or twenty 

years below the norru The most common causes of death were 

hear t disease cance r , and pneumonia The most co mmon pla c e 

o f death was the Northeast , and New Yorlc c i t y in 

particular Othe r discussions under this secti o n include a 

review 0 f the per i odi:ation of women's history 

analysis of the degree of prominence among specific 

of the larger group 

and an 

subsets 

Mu c h 0 f this mater i al co nf orms with the expe cta tions 

f o r women of such promine.1ce , and yet there are s everal 

surprises "1henever p o ssible the material gatl'lered on 

notable American Jewish women is h ig hlighted bv reference to 

similar data from notable American Jewis h me n or from 

general Census stat1st1cs 
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PREFACE 

for three hundred years the va st majority of American 

Jewish women have been oc c upied with their roles as wife, 

mother . sister , and daughter . largely in the conteat of the 

home Despite this e stabl i shed norm , these past thre e 

centu ri es have produced a steady a lbeit small stream of 

remarka b le personalities as well 

This thesis attempts to answer the question · "\olhy , when 

so many American Jewish women c h os e to conform to the 'cult 

of true womanhood , • did a few play larger social roles, 

emerging on one level or ano ther as notable?" The question 

mi ght be answered by a review of a few repr ese ntative 

C.K&mples . This thesis , however , represents more 

comprehensive approach by consi dering a.11 the Jewish women 

l l•ted in Di et lonary tl Amer lean Biography or No table 

Ameri c an \Jomen I t al s o reviews a sample of the n otab le 

Jewish men list e d in Dicli~nary tl Amer ic:an Bi o graphy lo 

further dist1nou1sh bet ween those fa c tor s which pr ovide for 

prominenc e am ong Jews in general , and in the 

of Jewish wo men 

specific cas e 

The vast amount. of mal•rial involved 1n this study madl 

comp u terized data system essential Notable Amer ican 

Jewish \olomen 1s a study in quantitative history with t he 

personal compu•er lt attempts t o d ~scri be these women in 

terms of th eir bi o graphical co um•o nal lties and thereby 

vi 
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dem o n s trate the i r unity a s a gr o u p The basi c appr o ach was 

to c omp i le as much standardized inf o rmation a s possible on 

ea c h w o man and t hen se a rch for co n s istent patterns w i thin 

the lar g er group U til tt y and graph i c s programs have been 

drawn fr o m vari o us s o u r ce s . Vhen n one were available for a 

spec i fi c t ask , or i ginal pr o g r ams were des i gned to f i t the 

in need I n mo st c ase s these pro g rams were written 

APPLESOFT BASIC , a s imp l e pr o gramming language c o mmon to a l l 

APPLE c omputers Certain pr o blems we nt be y ond t he 

c apabilit i es of APPLESOFT , however, and i n the s e in s t a n c e s 

it be c ame ne c es s ar y to b yp a s s t he ma c hine ' s b a s ic o pera ti ng 

sys t em In s u c h c a s e s pr o grams were d esi g ne d using the 

compute r ' s r u d i ment a ry h e xade c imal a ss e mbly lan g ua g e 

L i s t in gs of al l o f t he s e p ro gr a ms ca n be f o und i n App e n dix D 

a t t h e back of t he thesis 

The p roj e ct as a wh o le was c on c eive d t hr o ugh the help 

o f two men · Dr J o na t han D S arna a nd D r J a co b Rader 

Marc us Thr c u g h h i s bo ok s and le ct ure s Dr . Mar cu s i nspired 

me t o b e g i n my s tud y o f Ame ric an J ew ish w omen V i t hou t his 

grou n dbrea k i ng wor k in t he field , th i s t he s i s wou ld no t ha v e 

been po s sible Dr S arna pr o p ose d th e study and s et a fine 

example o f sc h o lar ship f o r me t o f o l low . t la nk h i m for 

h i s pa tie n c e du r ing t h e s e em i ng l y e n dless d a ys cf de s i gn and 

i npu t, a n d fo r h is eK u be ra n c e when t he answer s finall y began 

t o emerge . 

vi i 
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INTRODUCTION 

On Ouantitativ• History 

The cha llenge 0 { histor y 

object111ity Quantitative h istory 

is the 

a l tempts 

struggle 

to meet 

{or 

that 

c hallenge by ana ly~ i ng the historical statisti c s which make 

up the raw data of ou r past This thesis is an exercise in 

the quantitative approach Although it is beyond the scope 

of this project to defend the process per s e . a few words on 

the subject might well be 1n or der . 

Doc ument ary history j us ti f i ~s i ts greater objectivity 

o n the theory that. despite all efforts to the c o ntrary , the 

narrative is by definition & bi as ed re11iew of t he facts . 

Eve n i f the narrator ls evenhanded in approaching the e ve nts 

described, the desire to present an interesting , cogent , and 

succinct analysis of a given period , 1n itself , presents a 

bias . For some , the very attempt t o establish a narrative 

is seen as an artificial structuring 0 ( largely unrelated 

even ts The documentary historian att~mpt s to avoi d these 

pitfalls by presen ti ng the reader w ith t he actual historical 

documents and Just e n o ug h de scr 1p t1on to place them i n t heir 

pr oper historical setti ng . 

Despite i t s rela t ive o bjectivity , the documentary 

approach presents se11e r al bias e s of its o wn lnil1 a llv, the 

selection of the d o cuments for presenta ti on can seriously 
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a.I l er the independent judgement of the reader Even where 

a l l a vailable do c ument s can be presented , the cha.nee 

survival of one documen t. a nd the destruction of anot her , 

c an often skew any absolute kn owledge of the pa.st . Primary 

their document s benefi t fr o m t he firs t hand 

account . but t he interpret a t io n 

involved I n an event can only take 

of 

the 

nature of 

an auth o r intimately 

resp o n si bil i ty for 

bias o ut of the hands o f the hist o r i an and re st it in the 

hands of the part ici pant s themselves Si n c e we ha v e n o 

g uarantee s a s to 

d ocumen t , we ar e 

the 

often 

intent 

better 

o f the au t hor of a given 

0 f f in the hands o f 

scrupulous , albe it second hand , na rr ati v e historian Using 

both d ocumentary an d n arrative te c hniques in concert 

we 1 I b e the most valid approach Be tween th em 

may 

they 

establish a system of c hecks a nd b al a nces 

the se ar c h for historlca.1 tru t h 

facilitates 

OuantitativP history o ffer s a. t hird branch lo t h is 

s ystem 0 f checks and balances By gathering togeth er 

massive amoun ts of 1ndiv1dual sta t isti c s and p re s enting them 

1n a usable for m, the quantitative historian ca n e s tabl i sh 

the singul ari ty of a.n indepe nden t document, or place th a. t 

document in a larger co n t es t f ro m which a mo re a cc urate 

n~rrative might be b as ed Fo r example , the knowled ge that a 

parti c ular immigrant arrived in this c ountry o nly t o r eturn 

ho me the f o l lowing yea1 is signi f ic ant tn itselr . Bu t when 

co mpa red with the br oa der statistics , this ev ent takes o n an 

z 
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even larger meaning lf the immigrant desc r i bed was a Jew 

wh o ar r ived here during the wor ldwide depression fr 0111 1925 

to 1937 , the s ta tistic is an od d ity since only 4 . 3~ o f the 

J ewi sh immigrants who came during this period would leave . 

1 f • on the other hand , th e immigrant was a gentile , the 

statistic is quite representativ e since 56~ of the gentile 

I mm i g r a. n t s during this same peri od wou l d eventually leav e 

( 1 ) The for c es which lead to data o f th l s sort might we 11 

be best answered from a documentary o r nar rat iv e approach , 

bu t the significanc.e o f the event can o nly be established 

quantitative l y Quantitative his to ry i s t o the documentary 

approach what documentary history is to the narrative . I t 

is another level in the checks and balance system . 

Quantitative history ha s it s own list o f pitfalls , but 

the present study has attempted to a.v o id t hem wherever 

pO!'Sible The e sse ntial goal of this thesis is t o test the 

a ssumptions o f t he past and 

c.onc.lusions Co nsiderable 

pr ov ide 

eff o rt 

th O! 

ha s 

sta tis tics within their his to ri c al co ntext 

data [or future 

been ma de to place 

The data I s not 

a l1mited samp li ng , bu t a complete lev1ew o f the 

biographical inf o rmation on t he women discuss ed Jn o rder 

to better establish the signi fi c.a.n c. e 0 f the results , a 

co nt rol sample o f equal s i~e has been drawn from ~ ranrtomly 

selected group o f Jewish me n o f sia.1111. r stature 

histo r ical statistics o f the broa d er Amer1 c a.n pop u l ace ar ~ 

supplied for comp aris on wherever such data ~as available and 

3 
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deemed relevant . The d&\& ha s been pr esented in as simple a 

form a s possible , wi th suggestions of causality pu t forth 

only where such discussions illuminate 

its elf The author claims no expertise in 

the 

the 

information 

fields of 

psychology , statistics , or women ' s s tudies The material 

wh ich follows is presented in the hope th at thos e who hav e 

suffi cient background in these a nd other fields might f i nd 

this da t a a useful and stimulating basis for 

research 

On Establishing the Da t abase 

mo re critical 

This s tudy attempts to answer the question : "\tlhy , when 

so man y Ameri can Jewish women ch os e to conform t o the • cu 1 t 

o f tr ue womanhood , ' did a few play larger roles , eme:ging on 

one l eve I or another , as notable'>" The method for 

determining these factors is a quantitative analysis of the 

available biographical data on 

women . For the purp ose of this 

notable 

study , a 

Amer ic an Jewish 

" notable " was 

defined as one who se biography is f ound in eilher of the two 

standa r d biographical dictionaries Di ctionary~ Ame rican 

Biography <2 > or Notable Americ~n \tlo men ( 3 ) t t so happened 

that all the Jewis h women li~ted 1n Di ct ionary tl 'mer 1 can 

B1ooraphy c an be found in ~vtabl@ American \tl~men as well , so 

No ta.bl e American Women became the basic source book for the 

women in the stud y The term " American" wa s uset! rather 

loosely by the editors of Notatle American Women and it 

4 
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includes all those wh o l i ved in Ameri ca for 

period of time during their prominence regardless of pl1ce 

of birth . place of death , or country of citi s enship . The 

American Jewish Archives has comp il ed listings of Jews found 

i n ~otable American \ilomen and Dictiontry 2....l Americtn 

Biography and inclusion on these lists was consider ed th e 

sole criterion for Jewi sh aff lliation . Among those listed 

are Jews by parentage and J~ws by choic e Either paren t was 

considered sufficient to e s tablish Jewish ancestry Choosing 

Judaism did not nece ssarily imply ritual conversion . The 

timespan for the study was set from 1 654 , when Jewish women 

fl rs t 

after 

arrived on American soil , to \950 . \Jomen who died 

19 s 0 were excluded for purposes of historic&! 

perspective and because the large number of modern ~otables 

would disproportlon1tely skew the large group st a tisti c s 

Considering lh ese de finitions . ther e are forty - nine 

notab le Ameri c an Jewish women who died p ri o r to 1950 . The 

biographi c al entries of each of the s e women was red u ced to 

thirty-se v en standardized variab le s . A complete d iscrlption 

of the variable s used can be found in Append1a A Once th e 

women's statlst1 c s wer e input and analyzed . a simi l ar f i le 

was established on a compute r selected random samp le of 

~otable American Jewish men The data drawn from this 

sample wa s used as a control group to establish which o f the 

noted characteristics were common to prominent American Jews 

5 
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1n general and which were specific. to notable American 

Jewish women . 

Trend data throughout the study was established through 

one of two method s · Chronological Sevens or Chronological 

Halves . Chr~nologic.al Sevens is a t erm used to describe the 

process of listing the women in chronological order and then 

subdivi d ing the li st into seven groups of seven in order to 

demonstrate development of trends o ver time . Ch rono logical 

Halves ts a simpler pro cedur e which compares one half of the 

chronological listing lo the other simply to demonstrate 

contrasti ng patterns over a broader historic.al arrangement . 

In both cases the order of the chronology will be 

established by date of birth or date of death, depending on 

the nature of the material under discussion. 

On the L l•its of the Study 

On c e the database is placed online the p-:>ssible 

questions a.re limited only by the time and ingenuity of the 

questioner The scope o f this study only allowed for basic 

quantitative analysis and the deter mi nation of <. o nsistent 

patterns The data and " utility programs" have been 

included 1n the Appendices in the h o pes that further study 

may be continued o n the basis of this pr i mary research . The 

ma t er i a l presented here merely scratches the su rfa cP. ~ f the 

possiblities for futher study in thi~ a.re& . 

6 
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P&rt presents & brief bi o gr&phi c &l sketch on e&ch of 

the forty-nine women inc luded in the study . P & rt 1 I 

presents the results of the computer &n&lysis in the form of 

collective 

organised 

describes 

i r. 

;uch 

biography . The co llective biogr&phy is 

life cycle format . " Youth &nd Upbringing" 

f actor s as educ&t ion, f&mi ly 1 i f e , &nd 

religi ous upbringing . " Period of Prominence" then describes 

t he gener&l p&tterns of career &nd personal life during each 

woman ' s activ e pe riod . "Vit&l Statis;tics" concludes with an 

o verview of such f ac tor s as life expe ct &n c y , c&use of death , 

and h istorical period . Graphs and ch&rts &re included 

wherever they &re con s i dered helpful . F o r & full lis ti ng of 

f i gure s, see the List of Jllustr&ti on s on page v . 

7 
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NOTES 

<1> Rufus Leatsi. The Jews in Amer ic& : A History <New 
Yo r k : KT AV , 1 9 1 2 > , p . 1 2 8 . 

<2> Allen Johnso n , Diction1ry .2..1 American Biog raphy 
<New Yor k : Scribners , 1928 ) . 

(3) Ed~ard T . James . Notable American Women <C&mb ridQe : 

Belknap Press, 1971) . 
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PART I 

CAP SU LE BI OCRAPHIES 

The capsule biographies which f ol low are presented t o 

acquaint the reader w1lh the women whose biographical data 

provided the statistical pool for this study . T h ey are not 

intended as complete histories T h ey present each woman in 

her role as a significant lnf luence in the develo pme n t of 

American society , concentrating on her act i ve years and her 

II 
f i eld of prominence . Source entr i es in Notable American 

I 

Vomen and Pictionary .2..1. Americ1n Biograohles are listed for 

II 
additional background on each figure 

These biographical sketches are p at te r ne d afte r t h e 

entries found in Vebstcr · ~ American Biograohies . Listed 

after the name , &re the years of birth and d~alh and the 

ma j r r field of pr omi nence Following thereafter are place 

upbringing . A brief narr•tive then rel•tes the subject ' s i 
and date of birth along with early education and 

I 

carear and significant accomplishments , publ ications if any , I 
I 

and conc ludes wit h place date and c ause of death . Those 
I 

wishing a more detail ed review of the data c.lmpiled 

refer to the sample Cod e Sheet found in Appendix A 

should 

I 

I 

: 
9 I 

II 

I 
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Antin , Mary (1 881-1949) , .uthor . Born in Polotzk , Russia on 

June 13 , 1881 , Ma ry Antin came to the United States w it h her 

family in 1894 She learned English quickly and advanced 

through five y ear s of Boston public sch oo l i n just s i 11 

months She entered Cirl's Latin High S c h ool having already 

publi ~hed seve ral poems and compositions . 

While still in h i gh school sh e t ranslated and published 

& co llect io n of he r letters " From Plotzk to Boston" wh i ch 

appe ar ed in t he Americ&n Hebrew and as & separate vo l ume 

w it h a p reface by the English n ovelist Israel Zangwill . Her 

career was inter rupted in 1901 when she married Amadeus 

Will i am Crab au. a geologist and the son of a Cerman Lutheran 

ministe r Their daughter was b o rn so on aC t erw& r ds and t he 

co uple moved to New York where Cr&bau took & position at 

Co ;umbia 

published 

Un iv ersi ty . 

Mary 

Jn 

Antin 

1 9 11 • 

s h o r t sto ry 

Atlant i c 

fol lowed 

?1onthly 

by 

autobiog r a phi c al Promi sed~ <19 12> whic h recounted 

her 

her 

childhood yea r s in Polotzk and her youth as an i mm igr an t i n 

Boston . The b oo k was a great s ucc e ss a n d she s pen t the next 

s e v er a l years speaki n g and writ ing on bot h 

i mmig r ation . 

Ame ric a ni sm and 

Vi t h t he coming o f World V ar J Ma ry Antin's car e er to ok 

tragic turn . Vhi 1 e she vigorously camp a1gne~ f ~ r the 

Al li es , h e r hus b an d r ema i ned actively pr c-Ce r man In 1 9 1 8 

s he su ffere d a n attack of what ·~as called neura st he n~a which 

1 0 
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never By 1919 Grabau had left Columbia ; the 

couple had separated and he had moved to China . Mary 

returned to her family in Massachusetts and did not publish 

a9ain until 1937 . Her last work, "House of the One Father ," 

was a ! inal expression of he r solidarity with the Jewish 

pe o ple . She died in a nursing h o me in Suffern, New York of 

myocardit is and cancer on May 15 , 1949 . 

<NAIJ I , pp . 57-9 I DAB Supp . 4 , pp . 23-4> 

I 
I 
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Bayes , Nora <1 880 ?-1 928 >, ~inger /c omedienne By her own 

account Nor a. Ba.yes <ne e Goldberg) was born in Joliet , 

Illinois around 1880 . Very little is known about her youth 

a.nd upbring ing , but by the turn of the century she was 

married ~nd living ln Joliet with her first husband , Otto 

Cre ssing , an undertaker . She f i r s t b ecame a well knowr-

va.ud•vi lle singer in Chicago a.nd then wem t on tour with her 

first hit song " Down \Jhere the \Juri:burq Flows " (1905) In 

190 ? she jo ined Ziegfeld F ol lie1, and becaae national 

sensat io n . By 1908 she h a.d divorced Cressing to marry Jack 

Norwo rth with whom she wrote a.nd performed "Shine on Harvest 

Mo o n " Lew Fields then signed her for his Jolly Ba che l o r s 

Cl<JtO> She s tarre d with Norworth in several other s h ows 

until 1913 when t hey were di vo rced a.nd No ra. married her new 

partne r Harry C larke . That marri age las t ed until 19 1 5 . 

Nora Baye s was billed as "Th e Grea test Single Woman 

S ing in g Comedienne in th e Wo rld " appe a ring for thirty week s 

a. t the P alac e Theatre in New York in 1914 . ln 191 ? s h e p ut 

together her own two h o ur one -woman-show including a Geo rge 

H Coh an song she po pular i s ed , "Ov'!r There " She th en opened 

in the mu sical L.a d i e s First wh ich she took on tour the 

f o llowing yea r She intro du c ed Ge o rge and I r a. Gershw i n 's 

fir !: t s ong " The Re a. 1 American F o lk Song " w t t h George 

Gershwin accompa. n i ng on piano 

1 2 
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Two more marriages mark e d the end o f her career , the 

first was to her leading man for that ye~r , the other to the 

owner of " Affiliated Garages of New Yor-k . " Nora Bayes died 

on March 1 9 , 192 8 at the age of 48 following abdominal 

surgery at Jewish Hospital in Brooklyn . She had no c hildren 

0 f her own but had adopted three . Despite her success she 

died l eaving no personal wealth . She is buried at Wood 1 awn 

Cemetery 

Frie d land 

in New York along with her last husband , Ben jamin 

CNAW 1 , pp . 11 6 -7 > 

1 3 
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Bellanca , Dorothy Jacob s ( 1@94-1946 ), u n io n or gan i ser . Born 

o n August 1 0 , 189'1 in Zemel , Latvia, Dorothy Jacobs came t o 

America in 1900 She a t tended school until she was 13 and 

then t ook a job sewing button-holes b y hand i n a Ba 1 t i more 

clothing f actory In 1908 she joi n ed with others i n the 

formati o n of Lo cal 170 of the United Garment Worker s of 

Ameri ca. < UC"1A > • 

s p 1 i t 

By 191 4 s he was the leader o f Local 170 

when i t alo ng wit h c-t her loca.ls to form the 

Amal gamate d C l ot h i ng Workers of Amer ica <ACWA> . She became 

a n a ctive an d powerful force In the new ACIJA he lped 

0 f its de par t men ts for wo r lee r s ' aid . At 

twenty-two s he was elected t o the executive board ; at 

twenty - three she wa s th e fi rs t WQman t o be app ointe d a s a 

full-time union organi ser 

She wa~ reel ect ed to t he board In 19 18 b ut resigned in 

Au; ust o f that year to marr y August Bellanc a , a fellow ACVA 

o r ganiser The Beltancas had n o c hildren , i n ste2d th ey 

devoted t he res t o f t he i r l ives toget h er to their work for 

the AC'\olA 

Dorothy Bell anca was a union organiser wh o was 

c haracter i ze d by h e r stro ng leader s h ip , her co ncern f o r 

i mproving working co nditi o ns , •nd a particular inte res t i n 

the pl ight of the unorganized woman 1n the factory . She 1 ed 

many st r ikes . ra i sed great s ums of mon e y f o r stri ke rel ie f 

and be came a n ationally prominent figure in t he struggle to 

14 
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unionise workers throughout the country . New York mayor 

Fiorello LaCuardia appointed her to his Comm ittee on 

Unemployment New York governors He rbert Lehman &nd Thomas 

Dewey b o th &p pointed her to work with state age n cies o n 

di sc rimination in employment She acted as an advisor to 

the US . Department of Labor and was a memb er of the Women' s 

Pol ic y Committee of the War Manpower Commission . In 1 938 

she ran for Congress on the Republican ticket . She lost , 

but g&rnered 1 18 , 000 votes in a he a vily De mocr&tic 

district Dorothy Bellanca died on August 16 , 1946 of 

multiple myeloma at Memorial Hospital i n New York . She was 

j ust 52 years old 

<NAW I , pp . 124-6> 
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Benedict, Ruth Fu l ton (18t7-l f 48> , anthropologist . Born in 

New York City on J une 5 , 188? , Ruth Fulton was educated in 

the public schools of several midwestern towns . 

graduated from St . Margaret ' s , an Episcopa l preparatory 

school in Buffalo , and went o n to Vassar where she re c eived 

her A . B Phi Beta. Kappa , in 1909 . It i s c lear f r om h~ r 

writing that her childhood was very unhappy one . Her 

father die d unexpectedly while she was young leaving the 

family destitute She was married o n J une 1 8 , 191 4 to 

you ng biochemist named Stanley Rossiter Bened ict They had 

n o chi ldren and , on the wh o le , the marriage was not a 

s ucce ss ful one Ruth Benedi ct tried a series of voluntary 

a nd professional ca reers until 191? when she enrolled at the 

N~w School f or Social Resear ch in New Yorlc . The :e she 

became inte r ested in anthropology and after two yea.rs she 

transfered to Columbia to stu dy under F rans Bo as . She 

received her doc to rate in 1923 a.nd the r eafter s he w o rked as 

Boa.s ' s primary assistant In 193 1 she wa s appointed 

afterwards a.ssi sten t professor at Columbia. and soon 

publi shed her t wo studies in Amer ican India n cultur e : Tale .s 

tl t he Cochiti ( 1 931 > and Zun i Mythology (1935 > Beginning 

the or y of in 1 9 2? 

cultural 

CuJture 

Ruth Bene•Hct 

"pe rsonal ity , " 

( 1 93 4 >. which 

respon se to the racial 

began 

f t rs t 

formula t inq 

ezpounded 

her 

in P&tterns .2..1. 

became a cl, s slc in the field ln 

an thropology which becaJUe 

with t he rise of Na.si Germany , she released Race : 

p op l!lar 

Sc j ence 

1 6 
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.Jll.& Politics (19 40 ) and a more popular pamphlet 1:.hL Races 2...1. 

Mankind which she produced along with Cene Weltfish in 

1943 . This worlc brought her to the Office of War 

Information in Washington where she worked from 1943 to 1945 

as an @xpert in foreign cultures . As a result of her work 

in 'Washington , she published her last and finest work I.hs. 

Chtvsanthtmum Arut .lh.t. Sword : Patterns .ell. Japanese Culture 

&n 1946 . The Chrysanthemym and i.h.!.. Sword was a brilliantly 

w r itten plea for the rehabilitation of the Japanese 

community by building on the already existing culture 

instead of a transplanted European model . The response to 

t he book was immense and the following year the Office of 

Naval R~search presented Columbia with the largest research 

grant ever provided In the field of anthropology Ruth 

Benedict was named director of the program, and in 1948 she 

was promoted to Full Professor at Columbia . \Jith the death 

in 1942 she became the nation ' s leading of rran:i: Boas 

anthrop o l ogist and , in 1948 , she was elected President of 

the American Anthropological Association S he died in New 

Yorlc ~t t he pinnacle of her career on September 17 , 1948 of 

coronary thrombos is at the age of sixty-one 

<NA\ol l , pp 12 8-31 I DAB Supp 4 , pp . '10-3 > 
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Braslau , Sophi• <1888-1935) , singer Born in New York Ci ty 

on August 16 . 1888 , S ophie Braslau was e ducated in the New 

York p ublic schools In 19 05 she studied v oic e at the 

Institute of Musical Arts , but she was force d to leave after 

only three years due to il l ness . time s he stud l ed 

piano 

vocal 

under Alesander Lamber t , 

For 

b u t s he soon returned to 

traini n g n ow und er the dire ction of Ar t ur o 

Buzz i -Peccia Artur o T oscani n i heard her perform in a 

pr ivate r e cita l and suggested t h & t she a uditi on for t he 

Metr opolitan Ope ra In 1 91 3 her audition for Toscanini 

resulted in a three year contract . She sa ng in seve r al 

minor and second a ry roles for the Me tropo li t an and began 

touring as a re cita l ist across t he Midwe s t . Sh e made her 

New Yo r Ir debut &S a so list on Ja n uar y 13 . 191 6 . 

performance wh ich fi r m l y e stablished h er as a concert 

recita l ist . In 1920 she left t he Me tropolitan i n o rder to 

devote herself entir e ly to her concert career . The ne nt 

f o ur t e en ye a rs were spent t ouring thro ugh Eur ope and Ame rica 

wl th great succ ess . Her f inal perfo rmance was on Ju l y 18 , 

1 93 4 in New York . She was con fined to "er bed t h rou ghout 

the following and on Dec e mber 22 , 1S-35 she died of 

cancer l n New Yo rk City at the ag e of forty-seven . 

CNA\J I , p~ . 230-1 I DAB Supp 1 . pp 109-10) 
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Brunswick , Ruth Jane Macie <1897-1946), p sychoana lyst . Born 

in Chicago on February 17 , 1897 , Ruth Jane Macie graduated 

fr om Rad c 1 i f f e in 1918 , having completed advanced st udy in 

medical psychology under Elmer Southard, profes&or of 

neuropathology at Har va rd . Despite Southard's spon&orship, 

her app li c~ t1on to Harva rd Medical School 

acco unt of her Se ll . She re cei ved 

Med ical Schoo l ~ laude in 1922 . 

After medical school , she 

psychoanaly~ed by Sigmu n d 

traveled 

F reud 

was rejected o n 

M. D . fr o m Tu f ts 

to V ie n na to be 

Freud was greatly 

i mp ressed by her and for the next thirteen years s he 

practiced 

Institute 

in Vienna . 

and be came 

She 

a n 

taugh t at th e Psychoanalytic 

active member of t he Vienna 

Psy c hoanalytic Society . In her private practice she 

developed a sp ecial intere st in the treatme nt o f extremely 

disturbed p at ients . F reud himself was known to hav e 

referred se verely il l patients to her offic e , inc luding the 

"\Jo l f-Man" , w h o be c ame famous in ps ychoana lyti c literature . 

She was considered a tho r ough a nd brilliant c linician an d 

her success in tr eating the "\Jolf - Man" helped her become one 

o f th e most h lg hl / es t eemed psychoana!ysts in Vienn a . 

\Jhen Hitl er 's troops marched 

Brunswick returned t o lhe United St at es 

into 

and 

Austr i a , 

resumed 

Dr . 

her 

pract ic e in New Yorlc city Th o ugh she published litt le , 

t hree o f her f ou r major articles b ecame classics in the 



-

field . She was a pioneer ~ n the treatment of the severely 

disturbed and prov i ded great insight into t he devel o pment of 

such psychoses . She was married twice , once during her 

R&dcliffe years to Her rman Blumgart, & c&r diolog ist, &nd 

later , while in Vienna. , to composer Ma.rk Brunsw ic k . Both 

m&rriages ended in div o r c e . She had one child, Math ilda 

J uli &na. Brunswick , b orn in America. in 1 92 8 Ruth J&ne Ma.c k 

Brunswick died in New York on J~nuary 24. 1946 a.t the age of 

f o rt y- e ight of myocardi t is f o llowing pneumonia 

<NA\o/ I. pp . 262-3 I DAB Supp . 4 , pp . 117-8 > 
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Cone , Claribel ( 1864-1929 1 and Etta ( 1110 - 1949) ' ar t 

c ollect o rs Claribel and Etta Cone were born in Jonesboro , 

Tennessee , and educated in the Bal ti more public schools 

where their fam ily then re s ided . 

Claribel ( born November 14 , 1864 ) was a fine student and 

later shunned marriage and matr o nly duty to enter the 

\Jomen • s Medi c &l College of Baltimore . She gradu&ted first 

in her cla ss in 1890 and t hen interned &t Stockley Hospital 

for th e Insa ne in Philadelphia . From 1894 to 1903 she 

att ended classes at Johns Ho pkins Medical School , conducted 

research on tuber cu losis , t&ught at the \Jomen ' s Medical 

College and served on its Board o f Trustees . 

!tta <born November 30 , 1870) be came manager of the 

large Cone household in Claribel's absence . Though usually 

a more ~ uiet personality, wil ling to stay in the background 

of he r o lder sis ter 's endeavor s , 1t was Etta who purchased 

th e f i rs t 

Collection 

paintings of 

Beginning 

what 

with 

would become the Co ne 

these f o ur impres si onist 

pa i ntings by Theodore Robinson , Claribel and Etta Cone buil t 

one of America 's gr eatest priv a te col lect ions 0 f modern 

art 

.\ft er the death of t hei r pa.rents , Cla ribel a nd ~tta 

were left with enough funds to spend re g ular periods to uring 

throughout Eur op e During t hese they became 

acquainted w i th art collector Leo Stein a nd th rough h im they 

2 1 
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met and patronized such art Lsts as Cesanne, Matisse and 

Picasso . 

By the end of ~orld Var I the Cone sisters had become 

quite wealthy and were to begin art c ollecting in 

earnest . Claribel abandoned the career in medicine in which 

she had dabbled throughout the years, and the two sisters 

to o k yearly trips to Europe buying modern paintings and 

a ~ tique furniture for their private museum . 

Claribel Cone died of pneumonia in Switzerl&nd, 

SepteJUber 20 ' 1929 , le&ving her h&lf of the c ollection in 

Etta ' s h&nds Etta died of a coronary on August 31 , 1949 in 

Blowing Roc k , North Ca rolina, leav i ng the colle c tion &nd 

540 , 000 to house it , to th e Baltimore Museum o f Art 

The Cone Co lle c t io n spans the entirety of the Modern 

per i od in Frenc h art , with painting s , drawings and 

s culpture s b y Monet , Renoir , Degas . Bonnard , 

Pic&ss o and M&t i sse . It rep r esen t s the l i felong 

o f two si s ters just as i t d oc uments a pheno men a lly rich 

period in the hi s t o r y of art . 

<NAV I , pp 371 -3 I DAB Supp 4 , pp . 174-5 ) 
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Einstein , Hannah Bachman <1862-1929), welfare reform.er . 

Born in New York City o n J anu ary 28 , 1862 , Hannah Bachman 

was e du cated at the New York Chartier Institute . At th e age 

o f 19 she married William Einstein . T h ey had a son , Wil l iam 

Lou is, fol l owed by a da ughter , Mar ion . 

Hannah E i n steir was a "vol unteer p rofessional , " a woman 

of com f orta ble means who took co u rses i n social w or k and 

ded ic a.ted her l if e &s an unpa id wo rk er for the public t h en 

good . While h e r childr e n were still young she jo ined th e 

Temp le Emanu-El S is terhood , becoming its pres i dent in 1897 . 

By 189 9 she was president of t he New York Federation o f 

Siste r hoo d s 

Charities . 

and a trust ee of the New Yo rk United Hebrew 

She took courses in sociology and crimino l ogy at 

Columb i a and in 1901 she s pent a summer &t the New York 

Sc h ool for Philanthropy . In her work at the United Hebrew 

she became partic ul arly in t erest ed in th e Charities , 

Committ ee o n Dependent Children which was ded icated lo the 

su pp o rt of chil dren in fatherless h ome s 

When her own chi l dren had grown Hannah E instein s e t 

out lo become " a mother and sister to the unfortunate and 

the poverty -s tricke n " In 1909 she fou nded t he Wi d owe d 

t1o ther'i; Fund Asso ci at i on based o n the bel i ef t h at a sound 

family , even in the absence of father . was a better 

env i ronment for the c hild than any institutional ~ ett ing . 

Ov erw h e l med by the need for such n o n -i n st ituti o nal relief , 

23 
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she began to press for a public aid program in 1910 . Hannah 

E inst ein believed that mothers perform a public service by 

raising strong and responsible citi zens . Civen this, she 

f e 1 t they deser v ed a government " pens ion " when the death or 

absence of their husband left them desti t ute . It took over 

t wenty yfrars b ef or e " a id to dependent chi l dren" would be come 

a national policy , but s he saw the beginnings of her success 

with t he passage of "mother 's pension" legislation as part 

of the ground breaking New York Ch\ld Vel fare Law of 1915. 

By 1920 nearly e v ery state in the Union had enactfrd similar 

legislation . Hannah E i nste i n died in New York o n No vember 

28 , 19 2 9 o f arteriosclerosis at the age of s ixty -seven . 

<NAV I , p p . 566-9) 
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Eyti ng• , Ros• <1 1 3S-1911> , ac ~ ress Bor n in Phila.delphia o n 

November 21 , 1835 , Ro se Eyt inge a. ttend e d school f irs t in 

Philadelphia and later in Brooklyn , New York She made her 

profe ssio na.l debut with the Geary Ho ugh Stock Company a.t the 

age of 1 p . Her neMt performance was at the Green Street 

Theatr e in Albany where s he met and ma. r r I ed th e o wner and 

man a ger , Dav Id Barnes . They had o ne ch i 1 d after which Rose 

1 e ft the stage fo r some e ight yea.rs By 1863 s he had 

di vo r c ed Barnes a nd W& S appearing in New York in a play 

calle d Ba n tr~ hY A year I ate r s he was pl ayi ng o pp os i t e 

Edwin Booth in The ~·~ Re v e nae . Th is began a se rie s of 

show£ wlth Boo th inc l u d ing p er for manc es ln Washingt o n bef ore 

President Ab ra ham Lincoln Later t hat y ea r she played such 

vari e1 

Nancy 

c hara ct er s &S S hake s pe are's De sd emo na. and Ophelia , 

i n O l iver Twi st and L ady Cay Spanker i n 

B o u c icc~ult's Londo n A1surance Her repe rtoi re i n creas ed 

o ve r the nest few yea.rs when s he wa s signed to pla y with 

Lester Wa.l la.c k in h is famous V1th Wallack s he 

be came the first wo man o n an English sp eak i ng s tage to 

receive a salary in three figur?s She played many 1 oles in 

Wa.llack's company i n c l uding Kate in fill1.. Stoops 1..2. Conquer 

an d Beatr ice in t1.Y..£.h. ~About Nolhina . t h at ti me she 

was said to have been " the most beautiful and talented y o ung 

actr e ss th e n on the Amer ican Stage " 
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From 1869 to 1873 Rose lived in Cairo with her second 

husband , Colonel George Butler , who had been appointed U . S . 

Consul General to Egypt During her stay in Cairo, she had 

two c h ildr en bef o re her husband 's violent temper led to 

l heir divorce and her return to New York in 1874 . The next 

ten years repre s ent her most s uc c essful per iod . She played 

in New York o ppo sit e such stars as Kate Claxton and toured 

the country starring in several of her earlier roles In 

1877 she played her 

Shakespeare's Cleopatra 

York 

most 

at the 

highly acclaimed role as 

Broadway Theatre in New 

In 1880 she married for a chird time to an Engli s h 

Actor named Cyril Searle . Four years lat~r this marr ia ge too 

ended in divorce Besides an a utobio9 1a phy , Rose Eyt ing e 

wrote a pl a y entitled Colde n Chains ano a novel , with S . Ada 

Fi sher, called 1J.. Happened This Vay In th e latter ~ ears o f 

her careet she opened a school cf acti ng , first in New York 

and later in Porll and , Oregon Rose Eytinge died 0 f 

cerebral a p opl e 11y on Dt:c:ember 20 , 1911 in Long I s land , New 

York 

CNA"' I , pp 591-3 I DAB V I , pp 239- 40 > 
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Jennie Maas <1112-1944), librarian . Born on 

November 6, 1882 in Louisville, Kentucky, Jennie Flexner was 

the first born child of • struggling druggist later to 

become a successf ul d oc tor . Unlike her younger sisters she 

never had the opportunity to attend college , a frustration 

wt: i ch instilled in her l l f e long passion for se lf 

educ&tion 

In 1905 she began working at the Free Public Library in 

Louisville She became the he&d of circul&tion l n 1912 and 

remained there until 1928 Ne ar the end of this peri od sh e 

published her teKtbook , Circyl&tion Work in Pyblic Libraries 

<1 92?> which became & st&ndard in 

this e&rly part o f her career 

development c f the reade r - centered 

the 

she 

field 

was 

philosophy 

Through out 

active 

for 

in the 

lending 

librar i es 

patrons . 

and pre ssed for ltnproved services for black 

In 1928 she was brought to the New Yo rk Publ ic Library 

to open & Readers' Adviser's Office which counseled readers 

on book selection . This began her most productive period . 

As director of this office s he counseled individual re&d ~ rs , 

literary clubs . initiated adult ed u cation programs, 

prepared reading lists for pub 1 i c broadcasting, org&ni:r: e d 

recorded concerts at the library , and published two books on 

her continuing projects . Later , as World War Jt &?pro~ched. 

she directed he r energie s towa :-d an expanded c ounseling 
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service for immigr a nt s Sh e prov i ded guid an c e f or those 

see king educat io n a l or empl oymen t help as well as her usual 

encouragement and dire c t io n . In 1 9 43 s he publ ished her last 

wo rk . Makino Boo ks Work whi c h wa s a la yman' s guide to 

librar y resour c e s Jennie Haas Flexner never married . She 

died in New York on November l 7 I 1944 j ust after her 

sisty-s econd b i rthday . 

<NA\J 1 , pp . 663-4 I DAB S u pp . 3, p p . 28 0 - 1 > 
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F r ants , Rebe cca < 1 7 60 -1 8 23>, soclalite Born around 1760 in 

Phlladelphia. , Rebecca. Franks was the daughter of Margar e t 

Eva n s and David Franks She was ralsed an Anglican after 

h er mother's religion , but she kept a close and dedicated 

re l ation ship wit h h er father who remained a Jew at l east in 

name . Franks' were a wea.lt h y merchant 

Colonial England Reb~cca's grandfather Jacob had 

family 

COJUe 

of 

to 

America in t h e early l?OO's to eapand the family's trade to 

the colo n ies T h e Fr a nks fa m ily were lo n g time landed e l ite 

and agents of the crown As such they were highly respected 

membe r s of pr e - r evolutionary Philadelphia society . 

Rebecca led a sheltered childhood and even durin9 the 

wa r conside re d her life a "continual amusement . " Described 

as flighty in her adolescence , she , neverthe l ess , alrea.dy 

demonstrated t h e wit and b r illiance which would become her 

trademark In one of her last appea.rances in Phila d e l phia 

society she was t h e "belle of the ball " at an a.f(air hosted 

by Sir William Howe shortly before 

cit y in 1778 

his ev.i.cuatlon of the 

She left Ph i ladelphia with her father t o r British held 

New York late in the winter of 1780 There she met and 

~arried British Lieutena.nt Col o nel Henry Johnson . Ailer the 

war the couple mo ved to England where th e i r two s or.s were 

born Lieutena.nt Colonel Johnson became a f u ll ~ er. e ra.I a n d 

later a baron et Rebecca Franks , now Lady Johnso n , lived out 
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her life in England happy and well loved , yet missing her 

native Philade lphia . 

at the age of 63 

CNA\I I. pp . 664-S> 

She died at Bath on February 13, 
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Fu l d , Carr i• Baa barga r F r ank (1 864 -1 944 >, philanthropist . 

Born in Baltimore on March 16 , 1864, Carrie Bamb•rg•r was 

educated in both public and private schools around t h e 

Baltimore area . By the time she was twenty s h e was l iving 

In 1893 in Philadelphia with her first husband Meye r Frank . 

Meyer Frank , Carri•'s brother Louis Bamberger a n d F•lia Fuld 

joinod together to o per. a small dry goods store in Newar k , 

New Jersey By 1 9 28 L . Bamberger and Company was one of th • 

nati ons largest department stores with annual sa l es o f 

!35 , 000 , 000 . 

over 

In 

cashier 

partner 

the early years Carr i e wo r k ed i n the 

When Frank di•d in 1910 Carrie married 

store a s a 

th• other 

Felix Fuld When Fu l d died in 1929 , Carrie and her 

bro t her sold out to R . H Macy for $25 , 0 0 0 , 000 just b efore 

the great s t o c k nia r It e t c rash Lo uis Bamberger had never 

marrie d an d Carr i e . who was then 6 5 . no children . 

During the next fifteen years Carrie and her brother donated 

over $20 . 000 , 000 to various charitable organitations , The 

ma jo r recepient o f t he lr ph ila n t hropy wa s th e Institute for 

Advan c ed Study which t he y founded in 1930 They were 

per s uaded o f the need for s uch an institute by Abraham 

F l exner whom they insis ted become i t IS direct o r The 

Insti tute for Advanced Study was a scholarl y f o un:Sation 

dedi cat ed to advance ment in the field of science . When it 

o pened in 1933 , Alber t Eins tein was as i ts fi [st 

pr o fes sor In 19 35 they expanded the Institute to include 
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departments of economics , poli t ics and humanistic studies . 

Beyond her donations to the Institute , Carrie Fuld was a 

generous contributer to parks , hospitals, settlement houses, 

and relief funds as well as many charitable oroani1ations 

such as Hadassah , 'Women ' s Zionist Oroani1ation , Coamunity 

Chest and the Child 'Welfare Organisation . Carrie Fuld died 

of a cerebral hemorrhaoe in Lake Placid, New York on July 

18 , 1944 . 

CNA\J I , pp . 674-S> 
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C ~n tt, Lo v e Ros a Hi r sch a ann (1 8 7S- 19 3S>, physician . Born on 

December 29 . 1875 in Camden , South Carolina, Ros& Hirschmann 

was educated in t h e Charleston public schools . In 1898 she 

entered the Medical Col l ege of South Carolina becom ing one 

of lts first wom~n graduates in 1901 . She did post-gr a duate 

work with Dr Herma~ Knapp at the New York Opthamalic and 

Aural Institute and at N ew Y~rk University's Eye and Ear 

Clinic , She returned to South Carolina to become resident 

physician a t Winthrop College in Rock Kill , bu t left after 

one year to marry John Gantt , .. lawyer from Spartanburg . 

S . C She opened a p r ivate practice in Spartanburg which she 

con tinued until her death 

Dr Cant t was a highly competent physician , but she 

be came prominent largely be ca use of her work in the field of 

Publ i c Health She led t he fight for medical inspection of 

sc h oo l children at time when Southern politicians were 

still calling physicians "cr anks . " She was instrumental in 

the campaign to educate the poor ID i 1 l workers of the 

Piedmo nt region In proper health c a re and disease 

After World War $he convinced the Overseas prevention 

Service o f the Ameri c an Medi cal \I/omen's Ass oci a tio n to 

direct its energies towa rd publi c ~ealth program• in the 

southern Ap~ala c hians . As director of this pr og ram Dr . 

Cant t sent out a " heal th-mobile . " established maternity 

she lters . health houses and cl inic s throughout lhP region . 

Her work was considered so vital that . after her death , the 
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st&te government t 0 0 le over the progr&m &s &n ongoinc;i 

concern . Dr . Ros& Cantt h&d no children . She died of an 

embolism on November 16 , 1935 &fter being operated on for 

cancer &t the Women's Medical College Hospital in 

Philadelph ia . 

<NA\J I I . pp . 10-11) 
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Cluct, Alaa <188 4-1938 ), singer Born on May 1 1 , 188 4 in 

Iasi, Ruma.n1a , Alma Cluck ca.me to this country with her 

mother and ststers in 1890 . Reba , as she was then C&lled, 

attended publi c school on th e Lower East Side of New York . 

She was married a t the age of 18 to Bern&rd Cilek , & thirty 

year old insurance agent . Their daughter Abiga.il was born 

the f ollowi ng year . Her vocal career began when a business 

a.ssociate o! her husband's introduced her to Arturo 

Su zz i- Pe cca with whom she studied for three years . S he then 

auditioned for Artu ro Toscanini and Giulio Ca.tti-Casazsa at 

the Metropolitan Oper& . Using the name Alma Cluck she made 

her first appearance with the Metropolit &n on November 16 , 

1909 as So ph ie in Werther by Mas s enet Her next three years 

• t the Me tr opolitan were marked by great success and hi~h 

critical 1cclaim . Though she was not considered great 

operatic soprano , she became extremely popular as a 

r e citalist in the Me tropo litan 's Sunday evening c oncert 

series 

In l 9 1 2 she divorced Bernard Click and travele d to 

France to continue her vocal training with Jean de Reszke . 

\Jh en she returned to the United ~tales she went on toJr 

singing eighty to one hundred recitals a season She sang 

classic pieces by Beethoven , Mendelssohn , Strauss and others 

as well as many American folk songs and ballads . 

reco rd s brought her national &cclaim and ov er '600 , COO 

roy &lti es fr o m the Victor Talk i ng 

3S 

Machine Co mpany . 

Her 

in 

Her 
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rendition of "Carry Me Back to Old Virginny" sold almost two 

milli o n co pie s on its own . 

I n 1914 she marr i ed Ef rem Zimbalist, the famous 

v i o linist, and f or t he next several years they traveled 

together performing a nd raising the ir two children , Mar i & 

Virg ! ni& and Efrem , Jr . Alm& C luck retired (rom si nging in 

1925 in failing heal th &t the &g e o f 41 . She became 

seriously i ll in 1930 and died of ci rrhos i s o f t he liver on 

October 27, 1938 at Rockef eller Insti tute Hos pit al 

Yor k City . 

<NAW It , pp . 53-6 I DAB Supp . 2 , pp 240-1) 

36 

in New 



-

Eaaa Goldaan, 

June 27 , 

scattered 

Petersburg . 

<1869-1940) I •na r chist politician . Born on 

1869 in Kovno , Russia , Emma Goldman received 

bits of schooling in Konigsberg a nd st . 

She r ead a gre•t deal and was particularly 

interested in the radical liter•ture p o pular among he r 

college age friends in St Petersburg . At siateen she 

to America rathe r than marry a man chosen by h e r fathe r . 

She toolc a job in a Rochester c l othing factory for $ 2 . s 0 a 

week &.nd soon became a critic of the exploitive sweatshop 

system . In 1887 s he ma rried Jacob Kessner , a fellow worker . 

only to find that he was impotent . After a divorce &nd • 
reconciliation t hey finally separated permanently . 

Emma Goldman's career really began in 1889 when she 

moved to New York City a nd joi ned the Anarchist movement 

Goldman's attra c tion t o anar c hi s m was heavily influenc ed by 

the playwrigh t s Ib sen , Shaw and St r indberg and she was 

extremely succe~sfu l i n popularising their works as 

political c ommen t ary for industr i al America Earl y in her 

career she advoca te d violent means t o accomplish worthwhile 

ends, but as her po l i t ical philosophy developed she moved 

towards more pea c ef ul s o lu tio ns . She was an e•tremely vocal 

champion of such c auses as unionisat io n and worker s rights , 

freedom of s peech a nd assembl y , women ' s righ ts, b i rth 

control , bolshevism , free love and p oli ti ca l anarchism She 

WI S j ailed twi c e ; once in 1893 for a year for telling• 

cr owd of unemployed w o rkers that i t was their "s&c red right" 
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to take food when they are starvinq, and aqain in 1917 for 2 

years along with Aleaander Berkman for their 

the anti-conscription campaiqn . 

She published numerous p amphlets, 

in 

collection of 

Lectures called Ih..!. Social Signific&nce .2.1. Modern pram& 

< 191 4 ) , two books Anarchism~ Other Es14ys (191 1 ) and t1Y 

pisillusionme nt with Russia (1923) , IS well as an 

Au tobioqraphy , Living~ 1J..!.1.. (1931 ) 

from the United States and her 

After her deportation 

later eapatriation from 

Russia , sh e moved to England in 1925 and married James 

Colton to o bta in citizensh ip there She lived out her life 

writing, touring and raisinq money for the cause of freedom 

in Spain . She died of a stroke while on tour in Toronto o n 

Ma y 14 , 19 40 at the age of seventy 

<NAW rr. pp . 57-9 I DAB Supp . 2. pp . 246-8 ) 
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Coldaa rt, Jos•p h l n• Clara <11 77-1950 >, author of r•for111 . 

Born in B:oo lclyn on October 13, 1877 , J ose phin• Gold111arlc 

r•ceived her early scho ol ing at Anna Braclcett• s school in 

New Yorlc She graduated from Bryn Mawr in 1898 and d id 

graduate worlc a t Barnard t he following y•ar . Gold11larlc's 

care•r as a resea r che r fo r the cause o f r•form began in 1903 

when s h• joined Fl oren c e Kelly in her work for the Nat ional 

Consumer's League . Her first r esear ch pu b lication f or the 

The 

of 

!.• ague was Chi 1 d Lab or Leg is l& tion H1ndbo ok C1 9 07> 

she compl eted the painstaking wor lc following 

preparing 

year 

a ll the medic1l, economic and sociological data 

for the famous "B ra nd ei s Briefs" in de fe n s e of the 

constitutionality o f social reform . Louis 0 . Brandei s , who 

had married an elder sist er o f Mi ss Goldma rlc , continued t o 

draw h e av i l y upon he r tale nts as re s ear c her 

app oi ntment to t he S up rune Court in 191 6 

publtshed F atigue .!..n..!! Effici ency in wh ich s he 

argued for more I iberal l&bor l egi sl at ion 

i ndustrial pr o d uctivi t y as well as a pr essi ng 

until his 

In 1912 sh e 

effectively 

as an aid to 

huma n it ar ian 

conce r n . The t h or oughne ss an d persuasive natur~ of this 

wor k br ought h er national re cognition and she was appointed 

t o serve on the commission investigati ng t he Tr iangl e 

Sh i rtwai st fire of 1911 . ln 1923 she COUU>letf'd massive 

report cal led Nursina ~Nurs i ng Education .lll ih..!.. Y..!l..Ll.1.st 

States wh ich led to sweeping reforms in th e field and t o th e 

deve lo pment of accredidation and e valuation 0 f sch ools of 
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Nursing throughout the country . In her last major 

publi cation , Democracy .ln. penmark <1936) , Jose phine Coldmark 

described the liberal philosophy she had fought for through 

1 if et i me of social research . Though never in the 

limelight , Josephine Coldmark was a behind-the-

scenes-motivator for a generation of social reform She 

died of a he art attack in White Plains , New York on December 

ts , uso . 

<NAW I I , pp . 60-1 > 
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Cr&ts, Rebecca (17 1 1-1869), pioneer Jewish educator . Born 

on March 4 . 1781 in Philadelphia , Rebecca Crats was the 

daughter of Michael Cratr and Mi riam Simon . Her f&mily were 

merch&nts of Coloni&l Pennsylv&ni& and patriots during the 

Revolutionary War The Cratz home became an early American 

salon which drew such notable writers and artists as Edward 

Mal bone , Thomas Sully, and Washington Irving Portraits of 

Rebecca by Malbone and Sully document her inspiring beauty . 

"1hen she was twenty Rebecca 

charitable work by becoming a 

entered the 

founding member 

field 

of 

of 

the 

Philadelphia Female Association for the Relief o f Wo men and 

Children in Reduced C i rcumstance In 1815 she helped found 

lhe Philadelphia Orphan Asylum . In 1819 she created a Female 

Hebrew Benevolent Society This early concern for the care 

of society's children became a personal cause when in 1823 

Miss Cratr 's sister Rachel Ji ed leaving her nine children in 

Du r ing this period Rebecca ' s longstanding 

concern f or children' s welfare took on a more religious 

dimension In 1838 , after an earlier attempt had failed , 

Rebecca Cratr o pe ned Amer ica's f lrst Jewish Sunday School 

Patterned after Protestant religious education and supported 

by Philadelphia's old 

Mi SS Cratr' s sch ool 

guard 

became 

Congrega tio n , Mlkveh Israel , 

the cornerstone of a J ewish 

~ovement that would swee p the country . 
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Sir Walter Scott is said to have modeled the Rebecca in 

Ivanhoe after Miss Cra te and the parallels seem clear . 

Rebecca Crate never married and had no children of her own . 

Despite many admirers and at least one reputed romance, she 

chose a life of spinsterho o d rather than marrying outside 

her faith . She died in Philadelphia on August 27 , 1869 at 

the age of eighty-eight . 

CNAW 11 , pp . 75-6 I DAB VIII , pp . 505-6) 
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Hel d , Anna (1 86 5?-1918). singer /comedienne . the most 

reliable account , Anna He l d was b orn on March 

By 

18. 1 8 65 ln 

\l&rsaw , Poland . Her youth is said to have been spent &mono 

the aristocracy in Paris , but the family's circumstances 

declined during her ado l escen ce due to her father ' s 

\lhen he died in 1885 , the fu11ily was 1. ft illn'!SS 

dest i tute Anna and her mother moved to London in search of 

relatives and there she became an actress with Jacob Adler ' s 

Yiddish The atre Aft e r five years with Adler she returned 

to Paris making h er debut as a music hall comedienne i n 

189 3 . The following year she ma = ried Max i mo Carrera , an 

elder l y South American with whom she had her only chi 1 d , 

Liane . The marriage lasted until 1896 when she met Florenz 

Zieqfeld who convinced her to come to America under his 

111anagement . \oli t hin the year she had divorced Carrer a , 

married Z i egfeld and made her Ame ri c i. n debut in a far c e 

called A Parlor Mat~h . Though Ziegfeld was virtua l ly 

unknown , the combination of his public rela tio ns sk l l~s and 

her talent took American audiences by sto r m . During the 

next ten years s~e became a national celebrity appearing in 

light farces and rev ues for Os ca r Hammerstein and Joseph 

\Jeber . Her c areer hi t its peak in 1907 when she starred In 

Ziegfeld's f i rs t follies . By 19 08 

separated and &he re tu rned to Paris \Jhen she 

the American s t age in the two we : e 

di vor ced . She spent t he next s ix years tourino 
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Europe &nd Amer ic& until 18, 1918 when she fell 

seriously ill of myelom& or pernic io us &nemi& . Ann& Held 

died in New York on August 12, 1918 o f bronchi&l pneumoni& 

&t the &ge of f i fty-three . 

CNA\ol II , pp 177-8 ) 
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Hyde , Ida Henrietta ( 1857 - 1945) ' physiologist . Born in 

Davenport , I owa o n September 8 ' 18 s 7 ' Ida Hyde was the 

Heidenheimer who 

Though little is 

daughter of Meyer and Babette <Lowenthal > 

were German immigrants of Jewish descent 

known about her childhood , she began her higher education at 

the Universit y of Illinois in 1881 . Later she enrolled at 

Cornell University receiving her Bachelor of Science in 

189 1 . After Cornell she went to Bryn Mawr where her 

graduate level ea per i men t s b rought her an invitation to 

continue her studies at the University of Strassburg . \Jhe n 

her petition to take t he Ph . D . examinations there met with 

resistence she withdrew the request and transfered to th e 

Un iversity of Heidelberg . Since no woman had yet recieved a 

doctorate from a German university, i t took a favora b le 

judgement from the Cerman Mini st ry of Ed u cation and the 

Grand Duke of Baden before Heidelburg would accept her 

application to take the d octoral examinations . In 1896 she 

r e ce i v ed he r Ph D in physiology with high honors . Upon her 

return to the United St at es she conti nu ed her research at 

Rad clif fe and became the first woman to conduct esperiments 

in the laboratories of Harvard Med ica l Sch ool . In 1898 she 

acc e p t ed a position as Assistant Professor of Zoology at the 

Un ivers i ty 

Associate 

of 

Professor o f 

The fo l lowing 

Physiology and 

promoted to the rank of full p r ofessor . 

year 

in 

she 

1905 

became 

s h e was 

Her continued study 

and research brought her a reputation a s a f ine teacher and 
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a dedicated scholar . In 1905 she published a textbook, 

Outlines 2.1_ Experimental Physiology, followed by 

laborato ry manual , L1 b or&to ry Outline& .2..1. Physiology, in 

1 91 0 . Dr Hyde served as an example for a generation of 

women scholars who traveled abr oad to study at European 

Universities . In addition , she gave of her time and wealth 

to establish scholarships and accred1dation f or women 

study ing at foreign i n stitutions . She retired from t eaching 

in 1920 and moved to California a few years later . Ida Hyde 

never married and had no children . She died ln Berkeley on 

August 22 , 1 945 of & cerebral hemorrhage and 

arteriosclerosis 

<NA\J II , pp . 2'17-9> 
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Kahn , F l orence P r a9 <186 6- 19 48 ). Congresswo!Dan . Born on 

Nove10ber 9 . 1866 i n Salt Lake city . Florence Prag was 

educated in the San Fr a n ci s co public schools receiving 

B . ... . from the Uni versit y of California at Berkeley in 18 87 . 

Though s he had h op ed to study l aw , the co llapse of her 

father' s business forced her to leave school and support 

herself She spent s everal years a s a hig h school teacher 

until March 19 , 1899 when s he married Julius Kahn , U . S . 

Con9ress10an fro10 San Francisco . They had two son s a nd for 

the ne Kt 25 years Florence Kahn spent her life as the 

politically aware wife of the distinguished congres sman . 

During his final t erm of office she be came i ncrea singly 

i nvolved i n her husband's c areer due to a prolonged illness 

which sev erel y l i mited his a ct iv it y . Based largely on this 

eaperienc e , Florence Kahn was elected to succeed him when he 

died in 1 92 4 Unlike the usual eaample of "widow's 

succes s io n ," Florence Prag Kahn be c ame a. well respected 

Repr esent at ive in her own right . In add ition to continu i ng 

her hu s band's l on g standing co n c ern s fo r 

preparedness , s he became a vocal and influential 

military 

advocate 

for such issues •• r epeal of pr o h i bition , i10proved law 

enf o rcement , and more partic u l arly , the establ ishmer1t and 

funding o f the FBI In 1926 she was reelected to the House 

o n the Republican ticket and in 1928 she fulfil le d • long 

he ld &mbition by t&king se at on her late hu sb and ' s 

Mi!itary Affai rs Committee . 
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outspoken and colo rful Representa tive wh o continued to serve 

th e pe o ple of San F ra n cisc o until the age of s even t y when 

she wa s defeated i n t he Democr atic l and s l i de of 1936 . She 

spent her last years traveling throughout the state s peaking 

i n favor o f a large r role for women i n nati onal p oli tic s . 

Fl or ence Kah n died at her home in San Franc is co of 

arteriosclerotic he ar t di se ase, No vembe r 16 , 1948 . 

CNA\ol I t , pp . 302-3 I DAB Supp . 4 , pp . 44 6-7> 
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Kalisch , Bertha (1874-1939), actress . Born in Lem.berg, 

Calicia on May 17, 1874 , Bertha Kalisch received her early 

education at the Chatsky School . Later she studied voice at 

the Lem.berg Conservatory . She began her career in theatre 

at the ag e of tnirteen in Lemberg playing sma 11 part s in 

Polish v er sions of Mignon and Faust . By the ag e of 15 she 

h ad become the lead singer in a new Yiddish ti.eater company 

in Lem.berg The ne xt seve ral years were spent performi ng ! n 

t he Yiddish thea tres of Lem.berg, Budapest, and Bucharest . 

During this period she married Leopold Sprachner with whom 

she had two children . 

An outbreak of anti-semitism in Bucharest helped Mme . 

Kalisch make the deci si on to come to Ameri c a in 1894 . New 

York theatre manager Joseph Edelstein had seen her perform 

and she bec a me the l e ading lady of th e Thalia Theatre on the 

Lowe r -East Side . After appearing for a year in the usual 

musical comedies , ferth a Kalisch began her move toward more 

serious roles .n Abraham Coldfaden ' s Ill!. Ironmaster . She 

then appeared in Yiddish versions of Shakespeare , modern 

European dr a mas. and realistic plays of immigrant life by 

the playwright Jacob Cord in . During t he next ten years 

Bertha Kali sch be came one of the most acclaimed ac tresse s of 

New York's Yiddish theatre . David Belasco was so impr essed 

by her ability as an actress that he offered her a Broadway 

role despite the fact that he understood nothing of the 

Yiddish drama in which he saw her perform . Though illness 
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kept her from accepting his offer , she made her Broadway 

debut the following year in George Fawcett 's production of 

Fedor& ( 1905> Her performance astounded the c ritics and 

she signed a five year contract with manager Harrison Crey 

Fiske . In her Broadway career , wh ich lasted over 

twenty-five years , Bertha Kalisch carved out charact er s of 

great power and emotion . In her largely tragic roles she 

won a cc laim f o r the subtlety of her emot ion and th• purity 

of her language . She r etired from the stage i n 1928 after a 

brief i llness blinded her . Despite three o perations she 

ne v er regained her sight . She died on April 18, 1939 at 

Beth Israel Hospital i n New York after being t reated 

stomach ailment . 

<NA\J 11 , pp . 303 - 5> 
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Li 1111 i • Black <1858-1940) , settlement worker . Born 

on May 28 , 1358 in Milwaukee , Lizzie Black was educated in 

the Milwaukee public schools and graduated from hioh school 

in 1 8 78 . Three years later she married Simon Kander, a 

local businessman and politi cian . Kander's had no 

children and Lizz ie showed an early interest in community 

affairs . As president of the Ladies Relief Sewing So ciety 

of Mi lwauke e , she was a major force in the creation of the 

Milwaukee Jewis h Mission and be came it s first president in 

1896 The Mission co ncentrated on the care and education of 

Milwaukee's immigrant children and in 1900 i t united with 

the Sisterhood of P•rsonal Service to form Milwaukee's first 

settlement house At "The S e ttlement" there were social 

clubs, interest groups, and night school classes as well as 

bathing and recreational facilities Most popular among 

these was a coo king and housekeeping class taught by Mrs . 

Kander and several other women to help immigrant women to 

run a modern household It was out of this class that the 

famous "Settlement Cookbook " emerged . Still ava ila ble after 

almost eighty years , this cookbook and homemaker's guide has 

gone through forty editi o ns and sold over a million copies . 

Beyond the 

immigrant 

h o useholds 

great good this publication did 

mothers provide · ho 1 e~ome food 

for their familie s , the proceeds 

in helping 

clea n 

from its 

phenomenal sales provided the fund s for the Settleme~t·s new 

building in 1911 and its conversion to the Milwaukee Jewish 
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Community Center in 1931 . Liz&ie B 1 ack ~; ande r served as 

president o f the Settlement and the Settlement Cookbook 

Company for almost twenty years and worked closely on the 

revisions for each new edition of the cookbook . She died in 

Milwaukee on July 24, 1940 of coronary thrombosis at the age 

of eighty-two . 

<NAW II , pp 305-7 ) 
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Lasarus , Eaaa ( 1149- 111?>, author Born July 22, 1 8 4 9 in 

I 

New York City , Emma Lazarus grew up in & sheltered world of 

wealth and luaury . She was schooled privately and became an 

avid read e r in many l anguages . Des p ite he r brief caree r, she 

became one of America's best known Jewish writers . 

Emma Lazarus' talent spanned a 1 UlOS t a 1 1 forms of 

literary technique Her first work was a collection of 

poems and translations which was p ublish~d privately in 1866 

and publicly the following year . Jl f t e r her second 

collection of poetry , Ametus , .!.DJS. Other J~. was published ., 

in 18? l. she turne d her pen toward prose with her first 

nove l Alide : An Episode tl Coethe'~ 1JLU.. <1874) After 

Al l de came her fitst play , The Sp+gnoletto (.!.!.1.J. ), a poetic 

tragedy which has been seen as somewhat autobiographical in 

nature 

Ii In 1881 Czar Aleaander It was assassinated and large 

' 

scale violence against Jews erupted all over Russ la The 

flood of immigration this created , and th e implications o f 

t he issue as a whole , pressed Miss Lazarus to turn her 

energies to the pl i ght of her people These neat few years 
11 

ma rked her most c rea t ive period . Though the wide r anging 

style of her writ i ng rem+ ined thl same , the themes she chose 

for her poems , play s and essays became almost exclusively 

,, Jewish . I t was during this period that she pub l i sl", ed her 

poetic pla y Danc e tl Death , a collection of Hebrew poems in 
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translation in Songs .2.i ~Semite , a sharply word&d pair of 

arti cles in def ense of Russian Jewry , and a proto-Zionist 

piece called Epistle .!..Q. .1h.!. Hebrews . She also wrote some of 

her most stirrinq poetry includinq her famous sonnet "The 

New Colossus ", which is insc ribed o n the base of the Statue 

of Liberty 

Emma Lazarus never married . Her life took tr aq ic 

turn when h e r father died in 1885 wh ich left her seve rely 

depre ssed . She traveled through Europe the f o llowing year , 

but returned to New Yock in 1887 where she died on Novemb er 

19 , o f Hod gkin's di s eas~ at the age of thirty-e i ght . 

<NA'J lI , pp 37 4 -79 f DJ'S Xl, pp . 65-6) 
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Le•y , Florence Nightingale <1170-1947>, &rt administrato r . 

Born in Naw York on August 13 , 1870 , Florence Levy wa s 

privately schooled and showed an early interest in art . 

Thou gh not an artist herself , she became a nati onally 

recognised figure for her work t tll c&talo9in9 and 

coordinating the work of the many galleries and art schools 

in New York and around the nation She t: ounded and edit ed 

the Amer ican !..r.J.. Annual in \ 89 8 and be came the first 

director of the Amer ican Federation of Art s in 1909 . Her 

work with the Federation &n d the A.I..!.. J\nnu& 1 brought her a 

degree of national recognition ln artist J c circles &nd in 

190t she was asked to edit her first art catalog for the 

Pan-American £•p osition in Buffalo . Her car e f ul wo r k 

brought her ot he r offers and she publish~d numerous catalogs 

of art co lle ctions lhr.oughout her career . Her interests 

took on a n other dimension when she co l laborated with James 

P . Haney in the writ i ng of 

Schools .2..1 .!.la. Un i ted States i n 1909 . She spe n t four years 

in Baltimore as the first d i r ector of that city's Museum of 

Art from 1923 - 1927 and ther e after resided in New York whe re 

she remained active in numer o us or9ani1t&t ions fo r t he 

a dv an c ement of art and art educ&tlon . Fl orence Levy died in 

New Yo rk City on No vember 15 , 1 ° 47 after J ver half ~ century 

o f service to the f i eld of Ame r i c an Art . 

<NA"1 I I . pp 395-397 ) 
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Irene ( 18 92-1 944 >. philanthropist and social Lewisohn , 

worker Bo rn ir. New York on September 5 , 1892 , Irene 

Lewisohn was the last of ten c hildren b orn t o Leonard and 

Ro s alie (Jacobs> Lewisohn . Her parents were wealthy 

philanthr o p ists themselves a n d though they bo th died before 

Irene was ten , they 1 e ft h er with sufficient wealth and 

family support to i ns ure a healthy env ironment for her 

u pbr i ng i ng desp it e their absence 

Ire n e was educated at the Finch Scho ol l n New York and 

later s he was tutor ed i n theatre arts . During her t eenage 

year s , Irene and her ol der sister Al ice became involved in 

the work of the He n ry Street Settlement . They tau9ht 

classes , directed play s and or9 an i Eed str ee t f estivals along 

wl t h a h ost o f ot he r activities . Aft er working a t Henr y 

S tre et fo r se v eral years , the two s i s ter s donated a large 

A f e w farm as a vacation spot for the i mm i9 rant ch i ldr en . 

ye~rs later t hey pur c hased a lot near the Set tlemen t and 

esta.bl ished the Neighborhood Playhouse as a n e xt ens ion of 

t he Settlement's programing The Lew i sohn sisters took an 

active r o le in the produ c ti ons o! the Ne i g h b o rho od Playhouse 

and it soon became a c e nt er fo r e x per imental and Avant-gerde 

theatre . A 1 l c e Lew isoh n be came l es s acti ve ln publi c l i fe 

a ft er her m•rr i age ! n 1 925, and Ire ne was left to continue 

t he work alone T hough t he Playhou s e clos ed w i th the comi ng 

o f the Creat Depressi o n , Irene Lewi sohn remained active i n 

soc ia l and t hea trical conce rn s She helpe d found a school 

56 



-

of the&tre in 1928 and staged numeroutt productions in New 

York and acr ~ss the country . She establ i shed the Museum of 

Costume Art in 193? and remained active in social welfare 

throughout the war years . She died in New York 

cancer on Apri l 4 , 1944 at the a ge of fifty-one . 

<NA\ol I I, pp . 400-401> 

57 

of lung 



-

Loeb , Sophie Irene Siaon (1876-1929), journalist and 

reformer . Bo:n on July 4 , 1876 in Rovno , Russia , Sophie 

Irene Si1Don came to this country at the aqe of si• . Her 

family settled in McKeesport , Pennsylvania where Sophie 

attended publlc school Her father d ie d in 1892 and t he 

family was left destitute . Despite hardships , they stayed 

to9ethe~ and Sophie finished her schoolino whlle working 

part-t i me I n a store The '!Demory of her f &mi l y' s struoole 

f ~rmed the basis of her c areer i n social reform . 

After & br ie f and unsuccessful marriaqe s he moved to 

New York and beqan writing feature s t ories for the Evening 

'World . Her articles centered on the plight of destitute 

mothers who where f o rced to send their c hildren 

o perated 

li mited 

or phanages because 

to & few private 

non-i nstituti o nal 

char iti e s The 

to st ate 

New Yo r le 

l egi s latu r e had passed a " de s t i tut e mother ' s bi 1 l" in t 8 9 8 , 

but the le g i slation had been vetoed due to pressu re by s tate 

supported o rphanaqes and lobby groups from " professional 

c ha riti es " 

Miss Loeb's articles helped pu b li ciz e the ef f orts of 

Hannah Bachman Einstein toward the establi s hmen t of 

" mother's pension" leoislation ir New Yo r lc , and i n 1919 the 

two where appointed to .. 
issue . The commission's 

sta te commission to 

report strong ly 

•tud y 

ur9f'd 

the 

t h e 

legi s lature to e sta bl ish non-institutional a id f or des tit ute 
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families and , after much political inf ightlng , the bill was 

finally signed i nto law . 

Miss Loeb was appointed to the Child Welfare Board 

which her legislation had established , a post she filled 

without pay f 0 r almost ten y ears . She continued to write 

and pr-.ss for br oad e r reform of child welfare legislation as 

well as other programs for the public good . 

In addition to her numerous articles s he published two 

boolcs : Everyman'£ Child (1920> , and Ptlestin• Aw&lct : ~ 

Rebjrth 2.1.. ~Nation (1926 > She was an &r dent Z ionist &nd 

an untiring servant !or social reform . 

died in New Yorlc City of cancer on January 

was fifty-two 

<NAW II , pp . 416 - 17 I DAB XI , pp . 354-5> 
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Mann• •· C la r a Daar o•ch <1 869-1 94 8), pianist/music educator . 

Born in Bre s lau , Germany on 12 , 1869 , Clara 

Damrosch came to America with her fam i ly in 1871 

up in a home where music wa s a family passion . Her 

She grew 

father. 

Leopold Damr o s c h , was great condu c tor and eventually 

became the d i rector of the Metropol i tan Opera House . 

brother Fran k founded the Juilliard School of Hustc . 

brother Waller d i rected the Ne~ York Symphony 

Cla r a began p i ano lessons al the age of slx . 

Her 

Her 

She 

attended pri vat e school and was t utored in piano and v oice 

by grea t masters i n Europe and America She made her debut 

at the age of eigh t een and s oon be c ame a regular feat u re in 

the companies d irec ted by her father and two broth e r s . At a 

rehearsal of t he New York Symphony she met her husband, 

David Hann es , an ext r emely t alen t ed vi olinist who had been 

discovered by h ft r br o the r Wa lte r T h e two we re married o n 

June 4 I 1898 a nd s oo n afterward they had 1 son and a 

dau g hter . Da vi d bec a me c o ncert mast er o f t h e Symp h o n y in 

1 902 . C lara taught p ia n o and be c ame a we 1 1 respecte d 

a. ccomp anist The two toure d toget her on ma n y occasions 

1n 1916 they co-founded t he David Ha nnes Mu sic School . 

Hannes School be came a leader i n music education for 

the intere s ted amateur and the aspiring professional . 

and 

Th e 

b o th 

The 

school occ up i ed both their ca reer s for the nex t t wenty ye a r ~ 

and, wh en it wa s i nc or porated in 1934 , they stayed on as 

60 



-

co-directors . Clara Damrosch Mannes died of & heart ailment 

in New York: on March 16 , 1948 . She was seventy-eight and 

was survived by her husband and two children . 

<NAW 11 , pp . 490-1 I DAB Supp . 4, pp . 544-6> 
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ttenten, Adah Isaacs <1135-1861), actress/poet . Though 

accounts of h•r youth and upbringing are often conflicting 

and unreliable, Adah Isaacs Menken was probably born near 

New Orleans around the 

year s later and her mother 

year 1835 . 

remarried 

Her fa ther died a few 

on ly to be widowed 

again while Adah was still in her teens . Adah is described a 

a woman of remarka ble beauty, and in orde r to support 

her self through these early years, she appeared in a circus , 

danced ln an Opera House, and worked as a sculptor's model . 

In 1856 s he married her first husband Alesander Isaac 

Menken , an orche stra conduc tor o f some means . A year later 

he Io st his money in the panic of 185? and Adah was forced 

to support herself once more . This time she chose the 

theatre and , with her husband as manager , she enjoyed some 

s u ccess playing in theatres throughout the South and 

Midwest 

Shortly after her New York debut in 1859 she left her 

husband and , thinking that he had filed for a divorce , she 

secretly married • boxer named John Heenan Vhen Menken 

discovered that she had marr i ed he c ·airoed the divorce had 

never been f i nal i zed and in the ensuing scandal sh• lost 

both men . The inci dent left h er sever l y depressed and she 

did n o t return to the stage for al mo st two years 

On June 3 , 1861 , appearing for t he first time since her 

divorce , Adah initi a ted • role which would be c ome a 

62 



trademark throughout her career . Playino a scantily cl ad 

youth in the melodrama Maieppa , Adah th~illed her audiences 

with more than a glimpse o f "the most perfectly developed 

woman ln the world . " The play cli maxed with Adah stripped 

down to her fles h -colored tights and a loin c l oth while 

Needless to lashed to a horse which galloped off stage . 

say , her performance created quite a stir in antebellum New 

York Adah spent the n ext several years touring in M11eppa 

plus a reper t oire of similar shows with mer third husband , a 

journalis t named Robert Henry Newell T houg h their marriage 

w a s a sto rmy one , i t was Newell who encouraged Adah's 

interest in poetry and through h i m she ~et Walt Whitman a n d 

many other great writer s of the day . In 18 6 4 Adah took 

Maiepp• to Londo n wh ich se nt shock waves through Victorian 

England Despite the highly publici:ed objections of many 

critics, or perhaps because of them , Mai~ was a sensation 

and Adah became the highest paid actress to date , receiving 

$500 for each nigh ~' s performance 

After several scandals , Newell left London , and the two 

were div o rced the following year 

1866 to a long time &dmirer , James 

Ad&h married once more in 

Burkley . The m~rriage 

lasted th ree days and Adah left for Europe where her only 

child was born three months later Euro~e one 

more time before she collaps ed during a rehearsal in Paris . 

She died there on August 10 , 1868 of what was diagnosed as 
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an abcess but was more likely tuberculosis complicate~ by 

pe ritonitis . She was thirty-th ree . 

CNA\tl II , pp . 526-9 I DAB XII , pp 536-7) 
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Moise, Penlna <1791-1880), poet . Born o n April 23 , 1791 in 

Penina Moise attended school until the age of 

twelve when her father died and she was forced to help 

suppo rt the family . She worked as a seamstress during the 

day, but at night she continued to study and write . Sha 

never married and spent much of her life suffering from & 

dise&se diagnosed as neurasthenia . In 1830 she published 

her first poems in t he Charleston Courier . Later her poems 

a ppea red in papers and journals ac r oss t he nation . In 1833 

she published her f i rs t volume of poetry called Fancy'~ 

Sketch Book 

Penina Moise was active in the Charleston Jewish 

Community both as an educator and as a writer of hymns and 

poetr y fo r synagogue worship . In 1856 she published Hymns 

written for the ~ !U_ Hebrew Congregations which is 

c o nsi dere d one of her best works . 

She l o st her eyesight during the C i vil t,.Jar years , bu t 

despite her handicap and ad v anced age she continued to write 

and teach until her d eath on September 13 , 1880 

and hymns continued to be p ub 1 i shed for 

She is buried in Char le ston beneath a 

Her poetry 

another fifty 

stone which years . 

reads : "Lay no flowers on my grave . They are for those who 

live i n the s un , and I have always lived in a shadow . " 

( NA\i/ II , pp . 559-60 I DAB XIII. p . 78 > 
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Mo•l:owi t 11 . Belle Lindner Israel• ( 1 8 7?-1'33>, political 

advise r Born on October 5 , 18?? in New Vorlc c i t y , Belle 

Lindner attended public school in the then suburba n district 

of Harlem . She graduated from Horace Mann High School and 

then spent a year at Columbia Teacher's Colleg e Soon after 

Educational she left Columbia she became involved in the 

Ali lance , a "settlement house" type program which brought 

together immigrant youth with their more educated suburban 

counterparts After three years of full time worlc w i th the 

Alliance she met and married her f i rst husband. Charles 

Henry Israels They had three chi l dren and Belle c ontinued 

to wo r le part t i me w i th 

reform . 

various organizations for social 

l n 1911 Charles Israels died and Belle went baclc to 

worlc in o rder to support the family . Notable among the 

st r ing of job s whlch oc c upied her early career was a p ost as 

manager of the labor department of t he Dress and Waist 

Manufacturer's Association from 1914-1916 . Her experience 

mediatinc;i thousands of lab o r disputes led her to become 

interested in the need for refo • m in p o litics She be? came 

very active in the Progressive Party and there she met Henry 

Mo slcowi t z , a t wo t 1 me candidate for Congress on the 

Progressive ticket The two were married on November 2 2. 

191 4 and for the next three years they held separate? pos•s 

for New York's reform Mayor , John Purroy Mitchell . Erom 
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191 7 onward they worked together as public relations 

counselors and political advisers . 

ln 1918 Belle became closely involved in Alfred £ , 

Smith's campaign for Coverner of New York and she remained 

his most trusted advisor throughout his career . During the 

1920's , while S-nith was Coverner, she was an "unofficial 

offic i al" of the state government _ She did the background 

WO rk for Smith's reform programs and acted as a liaison to 

his many advisors from professional and academic circles . 

In 1924 she directed his first attempt to capture the 

Democratic 

deadlocked 

candidate . 

be defeated 

c a ndidate , 

presidential nomination . The convention was 

and John 'W . Davis emerged as the compromise 

In 1928 Smith won the nomination handily only to 

in the general 

Herbert Hoover . 

ele c tion by the 

The campaign was 

Republican 

marked by 

vici~usly anti-Catholic mudslinging , and when the depression 

made a Democratic victory almost certain in 1932, the party 

chose a safer candidate in Franklin D . Roosevelt . 

Smith retired from public life and Moskowiti returned 

to her public rel a tions firm That winter she fell down the 

steps of her New York home and died soon afterward of a 

heart attack on January 2 , 1933 . 

<NA'W II , p p . 589 - 91 I DAB Supp . 1 , pp . 567-8) 
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Nathan , Ka ud (1862-1946 ), soci al welfare leader an d 

suffragist . Born in New York on October 20, 1862 , Maud 

Na.than 

school 

received her early educa.tion al Mrs . Ogden Hoffman' s 

and the Gardiner Institute . \Jhen her 

buEiness failed , the family moved to Creen Bay , Wisconsin 

whe re she graduated from public high school in 1876 . Two 

y ear s later her mother died and her father se nt the children 

to live w ith relatives in New York . 

to he r cousin , Frederick Nathan , 

She was married in 1880 

a. wealthy stoc k broker 

al mos t twenty years her senior 

at the ag e o f eight 

They had one c hild who d ied 

Maud Nat h an's childrearing years were occupied largely 

by participation i n cha r itable organizations and society 

groups through which she gained a fine reputation and 

growing interest in social reform . After the death of h e r 

daughter she thr~w herself i n to a larger role in civic 

affairs . She be ca.me president of the New York Consumer's 

League and later Vic e President of t he nati o nal committee 

und et i ts director , Florence Kelly . Thou gh her leadership 

in such gro up s was an imp o rtant aspe ct of her career , she 

r o se to national promine nc e as a public speaker and a dvocate 

for social reform . She was an ea rl y advocate for women's 

s uf fr • ge a nd , despite the family ' s disapproval , she traveled 

~cross the coun tr y with her h u sband , speaking at railies and 

protest meetings for women ' s ri ghts . She was Women's 

S uf frag e chief for Theodore Roos evelt ' s Bul ~ Moose campaign 
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and in 1897 she became the first woman to speak from the 

pulpit of Tomple Beth El in New York She lived to ••e the 

the Nineteenth Amendment and became a ratificat i on of 

charter member of the League of \Jomen Voters . She died at 

home in New York on December 15 , 1946 at the age of 

eight-four 

<NA\J tt , pp . 608-9 I DAB Supp . 4 , pp . 622-4) 
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A l l& <187 8 -1 945>, actress Born on June 4, 1878 

in Yal ta . Russi& , Alla Nasimova was the daughter of Jewish 

converts t o Chr is tiani t y . She was educa ted in Switserland 

until the age of twelve and then attended a g i rls boarding 

school in Odessa . There she studied violin until t he age of 

seventeen when her interests turned toward acting . She 

the drama t ic school of the Moscow Philharmonic 

So ci ety which be c ame the Moscow Art Theatre in 1 898 There 

she studied with Neme rovich-Danchenko and the developer of 

Method acting , Constantin St an i slavsky . S h e graduated w it h 

distinction and was married to Sergei Colovin. another of 

Stanislavsky's d iscip le s The marriage was & br ie f one a n d 

All a spent the newt several years touring throughout Russi a 

1n va riou s productions . In 1 9 04 she met Pavel Orlleneiff , a 

f ine a c tor and manager wh o became her men to r for the next 

several years . \olhe n censorship interfered with t he i r 

prod uct i .:> n of Z ioni s t play ca lled The Chosen 

People , they left Russ ia a nd br o ught the p l ay to Amer i ca in 

1 905 . Th o ugh the play wa s w armly received, the all Russian 

production played to a limited audience and i t c l os ed 

w ithout makin g a pr o fit O rl ie neiff returned to Russia , but 

Alla r ema i ned in Ameri ca, s tud i ed English d iligen tl y , and 

o pened the 

oained 9te l\ t 

pe r f or mances 

foll owing y ear 

1ccl1im over 

in 

t he 

in a series 

Ibsen 's Hedd~ Ctb l er 

ne xt t en years for 

of Ibsen play s 

characte r isations s h owed a depth a nd i nner motivation 

70 

Sh e 

her 

He r 

t hat 



wa.s seldom 

s he was said 

-

seen on the American stage . During this period 

to have married a fellow act~r . Charles Bryant, 

but years late r she revealed that they had never been 

legally wed since s he was unable to obtain a divorce from 

her Russian husband . 

In 1915 she toured on the vaudeville circuit in a s h or t 

pacifi s t piece called Wa~ Brides . The foll owing year ~ 

Brides was made into a movie and Naz imova. made her mark in 

riollywoo d . She signed a cont ra ct 

soon became their greatest box 

with Metro studios 

off ice attract i on . 

and 

Her 

screen characters showed a depth of emotion and sensitivity 

which made her unique among movie heroines . She p o rtrayed 

realistic w~men , display ing emotions a.nd movie 

audienc es loved her . 

She to the sta.ge in 1 923 in Ch arles Bryant ' s 

p rodu ct ion o f Daomar When Bryant left her the following 

year, she toure d t he v aude vill e circuits for several seas ons 

until 192 8 . The next t hree year s were marked by bril l iant 

perf ormances in English versions o f Russian dramas . 1 t was 

during these pr o d uct i o ns that she developed the app ro ach of 

va rying her character i n t erpreta t ion radically f ro m night to 

ni ght , yet h ol ding a co nsist·ent thread thr o ughout each 

perfor111ance 
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Electra 

1 9 31 

which was 

-

in O'Neill's Mourning Becomes 

considered her most masterful 

p erformance . In 1932 she opened in a dramatization of Pe arl 

S . Buck ' s Ih.s. ~Eart h and i n 1935 she played the heroin• 

in Ce o roe Bernard S h aw's The Simpleton .21. ~ Unexpe cted 

Isles . She then went on tour in a revival of Ibsen's Ghosts 

which was her last major role . She died in Ho ll ywood of 

coronary thrombosis on July l 3 • 1945 at the aoe of 

sixty-seven 

<NAIJ ti , pp 611-3 I DAB Supp 3 , pp . 547-9> 

72 



-

Pe i sot t o , J e ssica Blanche ( 1864- 1941 )' socia l economist . 

Born on October 9, 1864 in New York City, Jessica Peiaotto 

was th e eldest child of Raphae l and Myrtilla Jessica <Davis> 

Peixotto . Her father was a successful businessman who moved 

the f ami 1 y to San Francisco where Jessica graduated from 

Girl ' s High School in 1880 . Rap h ael Peixotto disapproved of 

his da u ghter's desire to attend co l lege and a cceding to his 

wishes , Jessica remained at home . After t e n years of 

studying with tutors and managing the household , she finally 

re j ected her father ' s decision and enrol l ed at the 

University of California at Berlceley . She received her 

bachelor ' s degree in 1894 a n d h e r doctorate in economics in 

\900 . Her dissertation was published the following year and 

in 1904 she became a member of the faculty as a lecturer in 

sociology . She became Professor of Economics in 191 8 and 

had a. n illus.trlous career at the University of California 

for ~ver thirty years 

Academically , Jessica Peixotto was a demanding teache r 

and an ezacting scholar . Her work was well respected in t h e 

field and her c ourses were among the most pop u lar in the 

dep&rt1:1ent Bes i des her dissertation . ~French Revolytion 

.f.!lll Modern French Soci alism , she publ i shed nume r ous economic 

stud i es on a broad range of sub;~cts . Her most notable w~ rlc 

was i n the •re& of cost - of-living analysis 
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In addition to this schol&rly work, Jessie& Peixotto 

wrote ~&ny more popul&r &rticles on child welf&re &nd social 

reform which led to her &ppointment to sever&l i nfluenti&l 

posi tions in the field of social welfare on the state and 

national level . Although her work was often cited by 

advocates for various reforms , Dr . Peixotto never became 

seriously involved in national politics herself . She died 

of arteriosclerosis at her home in Berkeley , 

October 19 , 1941 . 

<NAW III , pp . 42 -3> 
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Pho•b• Yat•• L•VJ <1823 - 1913> , Confederate hospital 

administrator Born in Charleston , S . C . on August 18 , 1823 , 

Phoebe Levy was the daughter of Clavis and Fanny <Yates> 

Levy . Her father was a wealthy Charleston businessman and a 

religious reformer . If her writings are any indication, she 

received a fine education and upbringing . She was married to 

Thomas Pember for an unknown period before his death in 

1861 The following year she was the first woman lo accept 

a n administrative post &S matron at Chimboraso , • 
Confederate Army hospital near Richmond . During the course 

of the war over 15 , 000 soldiers came under her c are and when 

R i chmond fell in April of 1865 she remained on despite the 

occupation of the city by Union forces . 

Her worlc as a hospital administrator was ma riced by 

effi c iency and determinat i on despite many hardships and the 

often in ~ ompetent physi ci ans with whom she was forced to 

serve After the war she published an account of her 

e•per i enc es at Chimboraso entitled~ Southern Woman'z Story 

( 1879 ) !'hoebe Pember died of " s eptic arthriti s" at the age 

of 8 9 on Ma r ch 4 , 1913 i n Pitt s b u rgh , Pennsylvan i a 

<NAW III , pp 44 - 4 5) 
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Richman, Julia (1855-1912>, ~ducator . Born in New York on 

Oc t ober 12 , 1855 , Julia Richman received her early education 

i n the New York City public schools . She graduated from 

Normal School in 1872 and be ca.me a teacher despite her 

fathet's violent disapj)roval . Ten years i ater she was 

appointed vi~e - princ ipal and in !884 she became principal of 

the girl's department of Public School ?? where she remained 

for almost twenty years . In 1877 she completed her 

educat i on by doing a year of adv a nced study at New York: 

Univers ity's School of Pedagogy . 

Ju 1 i a Richman actually had two careers , one i n the 

public scho o l s in whic h she worked , and another in the many 

charil&ble o rg a nizations to which she bel o nged . In her 

public school car eer , Miss Richman became well known for her 

work in curriculum ref or m . In 1903 she bec&me district 

~uperintendent f or a I l pub li c scho o ls o n the Lower East 

Side . Her home be c ame a center for the 

principals, and social wo rkers she employed . In 1908 she 

published her textbook , ~ Citizenship , along with Isabel 

Richman ~allach . Three years l&ter she co-authored her 

six-volume Pupil ' I Arithmatic series . Beyond h er t extbook 

reform , Julia Ri chma n became e&rly a dvocate for such 

p u blic welfare ptogri.ms as subsidized school lunches , 

spe c ial classes fo r h&ndicapped and delinquent c hildren , and 
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job counse l ing for students forced to le&ve school in order 

to find work . 

In addition to her work in the public sc ho ols, Julia 

Richman was a strong force for the betterment of conditions 

in the immigrant neighborhoods in which she l ived . She was 

an of the Educational All iance which helped 

immigrant c hildren learn English and make the social 

adjustments necessary to enter the regular public schools . 

Miss Richman served on the Board of the Alliance and 

directed several other c haritab le organizations including 

the Hebrew F ree School Association, You ng Women's Hebrew 

Association , and the Council of Jewish Women ' Ii committee on 

religious schoo l work . Ju 1 i a Ric hman remained active in 

social and political welfare work on the Lower East Side 

cntil her retirement in 1912 . She died in Paris on June 24 , 

191 2 ol complications following an appendectomy at 

of fifty-four . 

CNA\J III , pp 150-2 ) 
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Rose , Ernestine Louise (1810-1892), political activist. 

Born of January 13 . 181 0 in Piotrkow , Russ1&n Poland , 

Ernestine Rose was the only daughter of the town Rabbi . Her 

father provided her with considerably more edu cation than 

was customary for women in her era , but she soon broke with 

the traditions she studied because of the inferior stat u s 

they afforded women . When her mother died in 1826 she was 

1 e f t with substantial property and her father det e rm i ned to 

of fe r it in dowry for her marriage to a much older man . 

Ernestine was then 16 , but she brought the matter before a 

Polish court &nd spoke so well on her own behalf that the 

court granted her full legal title Having won t he case she 

promptly turned over the bulk o f th e property to her father , 

renounced her fa ith, and moved to Berlin 

F r om Be r lin she moved to Paris &nd then England . There 

she came under the influence of Robert Owen the Utopian 

philosopher In 1835 she joi ned with Owen in the founding 

of the Assoc i ation of Al 1 Classes of All Nations . The 

following year she married anot h er discipal of Owen, William 

Rose . The couple moved to New York City where Ernestine 

soon became active in feminist circles . In 1840 she spok e 

on b ehalf of a married woman 's property bi 1 I before the 

State Legislature in Alban y . She be c ame active i n the Fre 6 

Thinkers movement ; writing , attending convent i ons, a n d 

lecturing on vari ous topics . During the 18 SO's and 60'~ she 

became an e•tremely popular lecturer on behalt of 
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temperance , abolition , and women 's rights . She worke d 

c l osely throughout this period with su ch early fem inis t s as 

Susan B . Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton . So on a fte r the 

Civil "1ar , sh e , Stanton , ~nd Anthony , conce ntrat e d their 

worlc for universal suffrage and equ~l rights . Ernestine ' s 

health was now failing, howe ver , and she an d h er husband 

soon re tired t o England . She continued to write and speak 

as late as 1873 . She died in Brighton on August 4 , 1892 and 

was b ur ied there beside her hu s band . 

CNA"1 III. pp . 195-6 I DAB XVI, pp . tS B-9> 
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Saapter , Jessi• Ethel <1883-1938), poet and Zionist. Born 

in New York City on March 22, 1883, Jessie Sampler was a 

sickly ch i ld whose chronic illness continue d to hunpe r her 

throughout her l i f e . She was educated largely at home by 

her wealthy parents Rudolph and Virginia <Kohlbe rg > 

Sampler , 

Cultural 

The Samplers were member s of Feli• Adler's Ethical 

Society and Jessie was unaware of her Jewish roots 

unti i rather late in her childhood . Jessie Sampler seemed 

to be ln search of something all her life Her parents died 

wh i 1 e 

being 

she was still young and she gave up o n marriage after 

rejected by a man she thought she loved . She 

esperimented with various forms of Jewish belief as ~ell as 

the Unitarian rel i gion , but she neve r seemed to fin d a home 

for her s elf . Finally series of friends including Mary 

Antin , Josephine Lat:arus , Henrietta Sito l d and Mordecai 

Kaplan , encouraged her t 0 j o in them in their struggle on 

behalf of the thousands of Jewish immigra nt s fleeing from 

Eastern Europe . She spent some time working in a settlement 

on the Lower Eas t Side and began to form a cultural bond 

with the immigrant people who surrounded her . Jessie 

Sampler became one of lhe earl y leaders of Ha d ass.ah and , in 

1914 , she organited a Zionist s cho ol for which she wrote two 

teaching manuals · Course jn Zi o ni s m <1916) and Cyjde .1.2.. 

Zionism <1920> Oespit~ her ill health , s he de c ided to move 

to Palestine , arriving in Jerusalem in 1919 At first she 

was c onfined tc her bed , bu t s t i 1 1 managed to remain 
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productive by ma lei n g toys for children . 

improved and she co ntinued her s~cial work among the poor 

Jewish immigrants from Yemen In 1923 she adopted an orphan 

g i r 1 , Tamar , and the 

Jerusale111 to Rehovoth . 

following yea.r 

Later she began 

they moved 

to direct 

from 

her 

energies toward the Kibbuti: movement and a return to the 

s 0 i 1 . In 19 33 she moved to Kibbuti: Givat Brenner where she 

remained until her death Throughout this period she 

published numerous poems and essays in both Hebrew and 

Er.glish . Her last published work was a translation of 

Hayyim Nahman Bialilc 's children ' s poetry calle d L!..r.. Over the 

Sea <1939 ) . Jessie Sampter died on November 11 , 1938 at the 

age o f fifty-five afte r su ffer ing from pneumonia complicated 

by malaria 

< NA\J I I I pp . 228 - 9 ) 
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Schurs , Margarethe Meyer (1833-1876), kindergarten 

advocate . Little is known abo u t Margarethe Meyer's early 

upbringing and e du c at ion She was born on August 21 , 1833 

in Hamburg , Cermany . Her father , Heinrich Me yer , was a 

wealthy mer chant She had three older siblings and 

apparently received a fine primary and secondary education . 

t 6 she attended lectures by the founder of the 

kindergart1>n movement , Friedrich Froebe! . Froebe I 

apparently saw a nd approved the notes s he compiled from 

le .: tures which became the teaching manual for her 

Fr o ebe! method c las ses 

She moved to London in 1852 to care for her sick sister 

whose husband , Johann Rounge , had est&blished the first 

kindergarten in England . Margarethe was working in Rounge's 

kindergarten when she met Carl Schure . who would later 

prominent American statesman and Ci vi I '\J a r become 

gener&l The two were married and they moved to America 

where their first child , Agathe , was born in a small Cerman 

speaking town outside of Philadelphia Agathe was raised 

with a Fr oebel i a n education , but the many moves which her 

husband' s c:.a ree r necessitated lee pt Margarethe from 

eslablishlng any permanent school based o n the kindergarten 

Schurr; met method On a trip to Boston . Margarethe 

~liiabeth Peabody and , aft er demonstrating Agathe's superior 

d evelopmen t. she inspired Ms Peabody to found America's 

f i rs t permanent kindergarten Although this in fluen ce WAS 

82 



-

tangential at best , it is clear that Margarethe Meyer Schurz 

was the catalyst whose presence sped the development of an 

educational movement that would sweep the country . Her 

opportunity to do more for the movement was cut short when 

she died giving birth to her fifth child on March 

in New York C ity . 

<NAW III , pp . 242-3> 
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Rosita <1 87 7-1948>, feminist and pacifist . Born 

on September 11 , 1877 in Bud a pest , Hungary , Rosita Schwimmer 

was the eldest child of Mas and Bertha <Katsche r> Schwimmer, 

distinguished Hungarian Jews from l iterary families . She 

educated by private tutors al convent school in 
was 

Teme svar a nd later she studied at Budapest High School . She 

became a fine l inguist and an accomplished pianist and a 

singer . After attending the founding of the International 

Woman Suffrage Alliance in Berlin , she retu rne d to Hungary 

and established Feministak Egyesulete. a feminist/pacif i st 

or9anization . 

extensively , 

During 

lectured 

t he next ten 

throuqhout 

years she wrote 

Europe , and attended 

several conferences o f feminist and pacifist organizations . 

In 1911 she was married to a Hunqarian journalist named 

Bedy . They had no children a nd were d iv orced after on ly two 

y ears 

Mme Schwimmer was in Great Britian at th e outbre ak of 

World War I . There she began her work gathering petitions 

and speakin9 fo r i nternatio nal med i ation of t he hostilities 

by neutral nati ons I n 1914 she came to Amer ica an d met 

with then Secretary o f State William Jenn1n9s Bryan and 

President Wo odrow Wilson in an effort to convince th e United 

States 9overnment to for c e ne9otiations between the warrin1 

parties . When Wilson seemed unmoved by her p resen tation , 

she bega n a tour o f the United States spe aking on behalf of 

intervention in the hope o f drawing public opinion to her 
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cause . Local pea c e groups began to spring up in ma j or 

cities acr oss the country in l 91 :s Mme . Schwimmer, 

suffragist Carrie Chapman Catt and settlement founder Jane 

Addams united forces to form the Woman's Peace Party with 

Rosika Schwil'llmer as its "international secretary . " Later 

that year she spoke at the International Congress of Women 

at the Hague and convinced the 2400 in attendence to 

independently begin the mediat i on process by sending 

delegations to !ourteen neutral and warring countries . 

Toward the end of t9t:S she enl isted the great industrialist 

Henry Ford in her cause . Ford pledged his fortune to the 

cause of peace and charted an oc ean liner to bring hi ms e 1 f , 

Mme . Schwimmer, and 1:s 0 other reformer s and reporters to 

Europe on an unoffic ial mission to mediate the crisis . The 

plan got littl e s upport from the organized peace movement 

and u 1 t i mate 1 y i t 

Schwimmer's career 

the Nati onal Ruling 

government with the 

ended in failure , scarring Mme . 

!or life . In 1918 she was appointed to 

Council that 

abdi cation of 

took 

King 

ove r Hungary ' s 

Charles IV . As 

Hungarian Minister to Switzerland she became the first woman 

ambassador of the modern age Thf fol lowing year Hungary's 

government was taken over by the Communist Bela Kun and Mme . 

Schwimmer went into exile, arriving in America in January of 

1920 Though she llv~d out the rest of her life in America , 

she was denied citi zenship in a famous Supreme Court case 

because she refused to pledge to bear arms in defens'l o f 

85 

.. 



-

thi s count r y . Rosik & Schwimmer w&s & figur e of l ntern&tlon&l 

proporti on . She contin ued to write &nd s pe&~ on beh& l f of 

fem i n ism , &nd world government until s h or tly bef or e her 

de& t h in New York of bronchial pneumonia on August 3 , 1948 . 

<NA\J III , pp . 246-9 I DAB Supp . 4 , pp . 724-8) 
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Soloaon, Hannah Creenebaua ( 11!58-1942) , founder of the 

18!58 Nat i onal Council of Jewish Women . Born on January 14 , 

i n Chicac;io, Illinois , Hannah Creenebaum was educated in the 

Chicago public schools throuoh high school and then was 

tutored in piano by Carl \Jolfsohn . She married Henry Solomon 

in 187 9 and had three children . Hrs . Solomon had always 

belonged to various socia l and cultural clubs, but when her 

children had or own. she beoan her career in earnest . I n 

1890 she began to organize a national congress for Jewish 

Women to be held as part of the Columbian Esposition ' s 

Parliament of Religions in 1893 . This congres s united some 

of the greatest workers in Jewish c ommunal life !or the 

f i rs t ti me . In resp o nse to her urging, the Congress 

established itself as a permanent body known as the National 

Council o f Jewish Women . Hannah Solomon was the Council's 

first president Th is was the first national Jewish Women ' s 

group an~ through its long history it has accomplished great 

things in the areas of Jewish education a nd social welfare . 

Beyond her work with the National Council, Hannah 

Solomon represented the Council 0 f Women of t h e United 

States along wi t h Susa n B . Anthony and May Wright Sewa ll at 

the lnterna.tional Counc il of Women 1n Berlin in 1 9 04 . 

worked closely wath J ane Addams at Hull House on behalf 

She 

of 

t he many 

1890's . 

interests 

Rus s i a n Jews who came 

She became 

1 i lee the 

• 

invo lved 

Pa rk Ridge 

87 
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to Chicago in the ea r ly 

ci vic and community 

Schoo l for Girls &no the 



Chi cago Women's City Club o f which she was cha rter 

member . She collected her many articles and speeches in A 

Sheaf~ Le aves <1911> and wrote an autobiography , F1bric 2....l 

!ll. Life which wa s published posthumously i n 1946 . H1nn1h 

Creenebaum Solomon died on December 7 I 1942 of 

bronchopneumonia after over sisty years of service to 

and Jewish orga n izations . 

<NAW III , pp . 324-S> 
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Stein, Certrude <1174-1946), author and art collector . Born 

on Februa.ry 3 , 18?4 in Allegheny , Pennsylvania., Certrudo 

Stein led an extremely well traveled childhood . Before she 

was eighteen she had lived in four countries and more tha.n 

seven cities . Her early education wa.s thereto re a. bit 

choppy , but whenever she felt unchallenged by her formal 

schooiing she supplemented it with extensive reading in the 

classics a. s we 1 1 a s entire volumes of the Cong~tssional 

Re co rd and Lecky's Constitutional History 2.1. England . Two 

of her brothers , Micha.el and Leo, attended Harvard and in 

t893 she began her studies a. t Rad clif fe . There sh e 

concentrated her work on Santayana ' s philosophy and William 

James• theor ies of psycholog y . She graduated migna. CU1D 

la.ude from Rad c l if fe in 1898 . After Rad clif fe she spent 

four ye ars studying at Johns Hopkins Medi ca l School, but her 

performance was erratic and in 190 2 s he f inally left to joi n 

her brother Le o in Italy Soon afterward the two 111oved to 

England where Certrude w r ote her first book which was 

published posthu111ously under the tit le Th ings ~ l:..bLY AL~ 

( 1950 ) Cert rude did not like England and she returned to 

Amer ica. only to rejoin her brother whe n he moved to Paris in 

1903 . During the year s that followed Certrude a.nd Leo Stein 

began to a.mass the ir extensive collection o f Modern Art By 

1906 Certrude was conducti ng one o f Pari s' most Influential 

salons in their home a.midst the clutter of their numerous 

paintings by Cesanna , Renoir , Matisse , Ca.uguin . Pi casso , and 
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o thers . De spi te what might be said about her understandinq 

o! these new painter s, i t is clear that her influence 

brouqht Matisse and P1cas so much of their early e•posure and 

success . 

In 1906 Certrude Stein beqan her literary care~r in 

e ar nest by translating Flaubert' s Trois Contes but later she 

moved on to write a b o ot of her own which was published 

under the ti tle Three L ives in 1Y09 . Three Lives ls now 

considered one of Miss Stein ' s mo st intelliqible worts but , 

at the time , this early stream of consciousness piece was 

see n as q u J t e incoherent Her next work wa s Da_ Making 2...1. 

AJD e r t c a n s , a · t ho u s a n d p a q e h i s t o r y o f every American " who 

can or is or was o r will be livinq . " Ernest Hemingway 

consi dered the book a masterpiece and helped arranqe for its 

publicati o n in 1925 Few others have been a ble to read 1 t 

in it s entirety . The rest of her writ i ngs conti nued in this 

abs tr act ve i n an d few , if any , are understandable to the 

a v eraqe reader Tender But tors wa s published in 1914 . The 

crit i cs did not understand i t After many years and many 

squab bles o ver the siqnlficanct of her wr ilinq , Ctrlrude 

Stein was asked to l e cture at Cambridge and Oxford where she 

was an astounding success . Composition .!..!.. Explant tion 

<1926 ) was her essay v ers i on of these lectures and i t has 

be c ome the c entral exp r e ssion of her theories on writing . 

In 1933 s he published The Autobiography .!U. Alice ~ To!tlu 

which was h er first commercial success . In 1934 her opera 
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Four Saints in Three ~was set to music and , after its 

performance , she began a highly successful lecture tour of 

the Un ited States . In 1937 she returned to ~aris where she 

remained throughou t World War II . Now over siaty , Certrude 

Stein continued to wri te throughout the Cerman occupation . 

She died shortly after the War's end on July 27, 19~6 after 

surgery to remove a malignancy at the American Hospital at 

Neuilly-sur-Seine . Her last words were " \Iha t is the 

answer?" When no one responded she said : "In that case , what 

is the question?" 

<NA\/ Ill. pp 355-59 I DAB Supp . 4 , pp . 767-70) 
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social worker and dietician 

Ste r n, Franc•• ( 1873-19 4 7). 

only 

Later 

Born in Boston on July 3, 1873, Frances Stern received 

an element ray 
education during her childhood years . 

she would supplement this limited 
background with various 

In 1895 . 
courses whenever she felt the need . 

professional 

whi l e she was envolved with settlement work in the South End 

of Boston . she enrolled in a Kinder~arten 
training program 

Vhen her interest shif t ed 
from which she graduated in 1897 . 

home economics , 
she took courses in food chemistry and 

to 

sanitation at M. I.T . Beyond this rather hapha.t:&rd 

background , Fra.nces Stern was largely self educated . 

Beginning in 191 2 she de ve loped a vi s iting housekeeping 

for the Boston Association for the 
program 

Control 
Tuberculosis and the Bos ton 

Relief and 

Providen t 

of 

Association . She then served an industri&l health 
... s 

She co-authore d her 
inspector for three years until 191 5 . 

food for t he Vorker in 1917 with Gertrude T . 
first 

Spitz. 

work 

The following y e a.r she established her 
Food Clinic 

Bo ston Dispensary . 
Vorld Var I brought 

as part 0 f the 

Frances Stern into g o ver nme nt service. bu t 
with the w&r 's 

end she returned to her work with th e Fo od Clinic where she 

remained for the next ~wenty years 

At the Clinic , Miss Stern provided 
food 

coun se!ing for immigrant mother s 

classes for doctors. dentists, and 
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She was 

member 

frequent 

of 

a reoular 

various 

contributor 

public health She 

lecturer at several area colleoes, a 

public health oroanizations , and a 

to numerous journals in the field of 

co - authored several boo!cs on public 

health and nutrition , including : I..2..2S UlS!. lJutL h!ll : Ta l le s 

with Children <1932> , Applied Dietetics ( 1936) , and Qiabetic 

~ J..n. Pictures <1946> Frances Stern died of conoestlve 

heart disease 

Massachusetts . 

Frances Stern 

on 

The 

Food 

Deicember 23 , 1947 &t her home in Newton, 

Clinic 

Clinic 

she !ounded was renamed the 

in honor of her many years of 

service to the immigrant and the urban poor . 

<NA'W III , pp . 363-4> 
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Stettheimer, Florin• (117 1 -19 44) . painter . Born in 

Rochester , New Yorlc on August 19 , 1871, Florinot Stettheimer 

was educated by tutors in Europe and AmE.rica . From 1890 

onward she studied painting under a series of tine artists 

Her father had left t he family , but careful management of 

their resources left her mother and two unmarried sisters a 

c omfortable income even after the Stock Market Crash in 

1929 . The Stettheimer home was a major cultural salon and 

Florine became central figure in New York artistic 

circles . In 1916 Fl o r ine showed her work f or the first and 

l ast t ime in a One Woman Exhibit that drew little critical 

praise and no buyers She refused to sell or exhibit her 

paintings ever again despite t h e interest her later worlc 

would spark . Her 1934 set and costumes for Certrude Stein's 

o pera .f.2.Y..!. Saints ill Three A.£.1..i. brought her critica l 

acclaim , but it w~s not unt il her death in 1 94 4 that the 

bullc of her work was re l eased to the public Though she had 

intended to have the ent irety of her works buried with her , 

over 100 pieces in all , sne finally tur ned them o ver to her 

sister shortly before her death from cancer on May 11 , 1944 

i n New York Florine Stet the i mer ' s paintings are 

distinguished 

City 

by ~ moc k innocence and uniqueness of s t yle . 

Each piece shows ama~ing sophistication and delic1.cy 

New York Museum of Modern Art arranged a major showing of 

her woe-le two years after her death . The Stettheimer 

94 



collection 

Center . 

is now held at 

<NA"1 111 , pp . 366-8) 
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Stokes, 

activist 

Harriet P••tor <1879-1933), political 

Born in Augustow , a small city in Russian Poland, 

on J uly 18, 1879 , Rose Harriet Pastor was raised in a family 

With the death of Rose's father 

soon after birth , her mother remarried an equally 

poverty stricken cigar maker a nd the f ami 1 y moved to 

London's Whltechapal ghetto Rose began working at the age 

of four and completed her formal education by the ti me she 

was nine . Her family came to America in 1890 and Rose took 

a job in a Cleveland cigar factory . After submitting 

several po ems to the Jewish Daily News she wa s invited to 

come to New York as a r egul a r staff writer . She be came an 

assistant editor at the Daily ~and through her work 

there she met James Craham Phelps Stokes . Stokes was a 

wea 1 th)• yo ung parlor socialist who 11 v ed in the active 

University Settlement on the Lowe r East Side . In 1905 the 

two were married and soon afte r ward they took an apartment 

i n the Russian Quarter which became a cultural center for 

their radical and artisti~ frien~s . They were very active 

in the Soc i alist Party for the neat several years and Rose 

developed a grow i ng reputation a s a strike leader , lecturer 

and socialist write r Earl y in 191 ? they both withdrew from 

the Party in opposition t o its anti-war efforts , but Rose 

returned so on after the Russian r ev olution which occured 

lat~r that same year The following year she was ind i cted 

and convicted under the wartime Espionage Act though her 
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conviction was later overturned by a hioher court . During 

the neat ten years , Rose Pastor Stokes became a major force 

in America's or owing Communist movement . In 1922 she 

traveled to Moscow as a deleoate to the Conoress of the 

Communist International . She was elected to the central 

eaecutive committee of the Communist Worker's Party and ran 

for Manhattan borouoh president on the Communist ticket. 

She wrote articles for Pravdt and the Daily Worker . 

eahibited her palntin9s , and was frequently arrested for her 

work in organ i zino lab o r After her d i vorce from Stokes she 

192? to Isaac Romaine , a teacher t.nd 

communist philosopher . In 1930 she discovered she had 

cancer and de s pite efforts by her friends who raised funds .. 
to send her to Europe for treatment , she died on June 20 , 

1 9 33 in Cermany at Frankfort am Main . 

{ NJ>.W I I I I pp 384 - 5 I DAB XVIII , pp 68 - 9 ) 
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Ssold, Henrietta <1 860 -1945>, Zionist . Born on December 21, 

1860 in Baltimore , Maryland , Henrietta $sold attended public 

school and graduated from Western Female High School, first 

in her class , in 1877 . He r fa ther, Rabbi Benjamine Ssold, 

supplemented her public education by French , 

Hebrew , and Cerman . After her grad uation she spent the neat 

flfte•n years as a teacher at Misses Adams' School for Cirls 

and her religious school &t Temple Oheb Shalom . 

She wa s a fine writer and , using the pseudonym Sulamite, her 

art icl es became a regular feature in Jewish Mtisenaer 

begi n ning in the 1880 's . In 188 9 with the help of fam i ly 

and friends she began night classes ita Engl"ish and American 

Ki story for the many immigrants who were flooding i nto 

Ba 1 t i more . When the school closed in 1898 i t had served 

some 5000 immigrants , of b ot h Christian and Jewish faiths . 

In •ddit i on to her work in 

work in~ for the J ewish 

edu cat ion , 

Publication 

Miss Ssold 

Society as 

began 

their 

ed itori al secretary . At J PS she translated and edited major 

sections of s u ch classic wo rks as Craets•s History .!U. .i.b..f

She also compiled 

a nd ed it ed the first American Jewi s h Ye arbooks from 1899 

through 1908 . When her father died in 1903 , she moved with 

her mother to New York whe r e she continued her wo r k at J PS 

and took caurses at the Jewish Theo lo 9i cal Seminary . There 

she met Louis Cinsberg with whom she fe ll in love . When he 

married ano th er woman , s he l oo k a six month leave fto~ her 
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work during which she traveled with her mother in Europe and 

to Palesti n e . Although she h ad already demonst r ated a n 

interest in the cause of Zionism , this trip convinced her to 

dedicate 

ho111eland . 

became 

Zioni,.;ts . 

her l t f e to the establishement of a Jewish 

In 1910 she returned to the United States a n d 

the secretary of the Federation of American 

Two years later she became the founding president 

of Hadassah, a national women's Zionist organization . Based 

on her e•perience in Pale~tlne . she pressed Hadassah to help 

provide funds to establish a medical unit to be sent 

Palestine . Eventually this project would grow 

Hadassah - Hebrew University Hospital , now considered 

to 

into 

the 

finest med ical facility in the entire Middle East . In 1920 

Henrietta Szold moved t 0 Palestine a. s the American 

representative on the Hadassah Medical Unit's Executive 

Committee During t he newt ten years she helped direct the 

Medica 1 Uni t ' s wo r Jc in Jerusalem a.nd made several fund 

raising trips to Europe and >.mer i ca. . In 1933 she 

working to bring Jewish chi ldren out of Cermany to Palestine 

a. s part of the Youth Aliyah movement Her struggles with 

British and c~rman officials helped bring over 30 , 000 

children out of Cermany before and during World War I: . Sh£ 

contracted 

Februar i• 13 

pneumonia toward the end of the war and on 

1945 she died at Hadassah hospital 

<NAW III , pp . 417-20 I DAB Supp . 3 . pp . 756-8> 
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Vald, Lillian ( 1867 - 1940), pub l i c health nurse and 

settlement wor ker . Born in Cinci nna ti, Oh io o n March 10 , 

1867 , Lillian \Jald was raised in Ro c he st er , New York and 

educated a t Miss Critte nd en's Engl ish- French Boa rd i ng and 

Day Schoo 1 . La t e r sh e too lc the two tr ain i ng 

course &t New York Hos pi t al which she supplemented by 

a ddi tional co ur s e work at \Jomen 's Med i c al Co llege . In 18 93 

esse n tially created the profession of public health 

nur sing when she and her f ri end Mary Brewst er moved to the 

Lower East Side an d established thems~lve s as professional 

nurse s av ail able to t h e poor i11l11ligra n ts with whom they 

1 f v ed The demand for their services was i11l11lense and wit hi n 

two yea r s they had to move t o lar ger quarters . Thanlc s 

largely to the gener os ity of Jacob H . Schiff , the " Nurse s 

S ettlement" was establishe d on Henry Street. \Ji thin ten 

year s t he Settlement had grown t o & s t aff of nearly 100 

nurses ~&Icing over 200 , 000 c alls each year o n n eed y patients 

who paid whateve r ~ou ld f or the s e rvice Lillian 

l,la I d • s wo r le 

they 

Henry Street be came the model f o r si milar 

p rograms across the country and , a s a result o! her efforts , 

publi c health nursing was born Miss Vaid remained 

in t he pr o f ession throughout her life . She helped estab l ish 

nume rous programs for the t r aining and placement of publ ic 

he a l th nurses an d in 191 2 s he w1. s ele c ted the f i rs t 

pre sid en t 

Nursing 

o f the National Organi%ation for Publi L Heal th 
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Though she is known prim&rily for her wor k as & nurse , 

tilli&n "1& l d soon recognized th& t nursinQ was only one 

aspect of the great need for soci&l services on the Lower 

East Side . The Henry Street Settlement , as lt came to be 

called , soon grew to encompass many more of the needs of the 

immigrant community . Developing independently from Jane 

Addam's work at Hull House in Chic&go , Lillian W&ld was a 

pi oneering influence in the settlement work that would soon 

spread to immigrant centers across the nation Henry Street 

be came center for civic and cultural events . It 

eventu a lly occupied seven buildings on Henry Street as well 

as an experimental theatre arts center on 4 n ad joining lot . 

Lillian Wald became a leader in reform politics dedicated to 

the betterment of the neighborhood and the eradi cat ion of 

chi Id labor . She was active in several elect ions at the 

state &nd national level as a bipartisan s upporter of reform 

in government S he remained &ctive at Henry Street un ti l 

soon after i ts f ortieth yPar when she retired i n failing 

health to Westport , Conne ct icut She published two boolcs 

The House .Q.!1 Henry Street <1915 > and Windows .Q.!1 Henry Strtet 

( 1934) Llll i&n Wald died in Westport on September 1 , 1940 

after a protracted illness caused by a cerebral hemorrhage 

She had never married and was bur ie d in her family pl ot in 

Rochester , New York . 

CNAW Ill , pp . 526-9 DAB Supp 2. pp . 687-8) 
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Vi•• • Louis• Vateraan <1 874-1947> , charitable worker . Born 

on J uly 17, 1874 in New York City , Louis~ Waterman was the 

daughter of Julius &nd Justine <Mayer) 

origin . 

Waterman , wealthy 

aristocrats of German - Jewish She wa s educated at 

Comstock F inishing School and attended an Episcopal Sunday 

School despite her parents' at least nominal membership at 

Temple Enanu-El of New Yorlc . During the 1890'5 

Fe l l x Adler and through him she began her charitable work , 

teaching art at settlement houses in th• New Yorlc City 

s lums 

family ' s 

rel&tive 

In 1899 she met Stephen S Vise and , despite her 

objections to Wise's Hungarian ancestry , his 

lac le of wealth, and his radic~l politics , the two 

were married the following year . The neat si• years were 

spent in Portland , Oregon where Wise had accepted a position 

as Rabbi of Temple Beth Israel . There Louise established the 

Free Nurses Associat i on and bore their two children , James 

<190t> and Just i ne C1903l . In 1907 the family returned to 

New York where Stephen Wi se established his Free Synagogue 

where he rose to national prominence as an outstanding Rabbi 

and leader in Jewish life 

Louise Wis e continued her charitable work and in 1916 

to olc on her mo st ambitious task on behalf of Jewish 

:>rphans . She learned that Jewish chi'dr en left in the ca re 

of the s tate were routinely placed in asylums, sinc e no 

agen~y eaisted f o r the l t care . She , therefore , establishe d 

The Child the Chi l d Adop t i o n Agency of the Free Synagogue 
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Adoption Agen cy was mas siv e undert a king which located 

Jewish orphans , gained custody of them , and then placed them 

in Jewish homes all across the country . 

Dur ing the 1'120 ' s Louise Wise studied pa in ting and 

translated s evera l F re n c h works o n Zi o nist the~es . In 1'13 1 

she e sta blished the Women's Division of the American Jewish 

Congress . The Women's Divisi o n provided publ ic aff ai rs 

information . refugee hous ing for immigrants fleeing from 

Europe , and serv ice men's ho st els for Alli ed soldiers during 

Wo r 1 d War I I In 1'146 s he was offered the Order of the 

British Empire for her work during the War , but she decl ined 

because of her opposition to Britian •s stance toward Jewish 

immigratio n to Pal~stine She die d the following year on 

December 1 0 , 1 '14 7 of pneumonia at her home in New York 

City 

<NAW Ill . pp . 63 4 -6) 
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Zeisler. Fanni• Bloomfield <1863-1927), pi•nist. 

Biel1tz , Austrian Silesia , on J uly 1 6 . 1863 

Bloomf i eld came to Ameri c a with het family in 1866 . 

brief stay in Wisconsin . t he family 

Born in 

Fannie 

After a 

settl ed 

permanent ly in 

Appleton , 

Chica go There is some question as to the 

nature of Fannie's f ormal schoo l ing , but is cl ea r that her 

piano tr a i'"l ing was begun in her early c h ildhood, probably 

under the instruction of her o l der brother Mau rice . Popular 

legend has it that after the great Chicago f 1 re of l 8 7 1 • 

Fannie , who was t hen eight , played the family piano in the 

street whil e the city clear ed the ruins S h e began her 

f orma l study with Bernhard Ziehn , an expert in musi c t h eory , 

and i n 18 73 became one of Carl \Jol f sohn 's first pupils 

Volfsohn soon became a majo r figure in Ch icago ' s musical 

soci et y and he arranged for Fannie's f irst concerts 

begi nni~g i n 1875 with a brief performance 0 f Beetho ven 's 

F-major Anda nte . Th ree y ea rs l ate r she t ra veled to Vienna 

wh e re she studi ed wit h Theodo~ Lescheti~ky unti l 1883 Upon 

her return , s he perf ormed several co n certs in Ch ica g o and 

made her New York debut o n January 30 , 1885 She developed 

a fine reputation f o r the clari t y and d•lail of her wo rk as 

well as the surp r isi ng power her tiny frame could crea te 

fro m the keyboard She began tea c hing 1t the Chicago Scho ol 

of Lyr ic and Dramatic Art and on October 18, 1885 she 

•arri ed Sigmund Zeisler , a prominent Chicago attorn~y . 

Their f irst son Le o n ard was born the following y e ar . l n 
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1888 s he returned to Vienn& to continue her work w i th 

During the neat twenty yea.rs she conducted sis 

European concert tours a.s wel l a. s numerous American 

performances In San Francisco during her Ame r ican tour of 

18 96 . she stunned her audiences w ith e ight entirely 

different concerts in a period of just eighteen da.ys . Her 

touring was intertupted in the la.te 1 89 0's b y the birth of 

two more sons , Paul and Ea~nest , but her return to Europe in 

1902 was considered one of her greatest successes . 

Amo ng her many social concerns , F&nnie Bloomfield 

Zeisler w&~ & major proponent for an expanded ro le for women 

in the music world . She of ten performed the works of women 

composers along with her classical repertoire , an d the pa.per 

she del ive red to the Mu sic Teachers' National Associa.tion on 

"\Jo men in Music" is considered one of the hi9hlights of her 

ca.r ee t . She retired from concert life on February 2S , 1925 

a. t a "!ipecia l performance in honor of her SOth year of 

concerti zing She performed the little Beethoven Andante 

which had begun her career fol l owed by piano concertos by 

Chopin a.nd Schumann . She became seriously ill the fol l owin9 

year and died of hea.rt disease on August 

home in Chica.go . 

<NA\J III . pp 705-7 I DAB XX , pp 647-8 ) 
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PART II 

COLLECTIVE B10CRAPHY 

In The Historiin and the Computer, Edward Shorter 

describe s "collective biography" a s follows · 

approa c hing the sources with the perspective 
o f a biographer , ye t wi th a des i re to escape the 
co n fines of t he single case study , which biography 
has usually i mplied . Collec t ive b io graphers st udy 
elites by collecting for a large number of peopl e 
a l im ited but unif o rm amount of informa~ion , and 
then seeking o ut common patterns Ct) 

Pa~t JI reviews notable American Jewish women a s a group in 

t he form of a collective biography . The edit ors of Nota ble 

American \Jomen attempted to standard set of 

biographical information on each woman . Eac:h of the 

forty-nine entries found in Notabl e American Vomen was 

reduced to th i rty-seven standardized variables y e ilding 1813 

individual pieces of biographical data Based on the 

available in f o rmation , questions were formed to investigate 

the collective nature of notable American J ew i sh women 

Thos e inquiries which yie l ded significan t res u I t s "·ere 

org an i zed a.round the Ii f e cycl e events of an individual 

woman and are presented in the foilowing c hapters 

Vithin each biog raphi c al unit , background material is 

presented whe r e needed , followed by the results of the 

inquiry and , if necessary , an e• planalio n of the p r oc ess by 

whi c: h they were obtained The raw data is then highlight e d 

by reference either lo a c ont rol s amp l e or qener•l 
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histori ct l dt ta from Census Bure1u st1tistics . 

to the genertl rule &re discussed &nd &ccounted 

Exceptions 

for where 

possible The section then concludes with a review of the 

signi f ict nce of the findings 

The m1t c hing co n trol simple is dr a wn from a computer 

se le cted ra.ndom l is t of f orty-nine Jewish men which 

represen ts approaimttely 12~ of the 409 such entries in the 

Dlction4ry .R..L Amer ictn Bioar1ohy ind its supp lements prior 

t o 1950 (see I i st in Appendix c) . 

thirty-seven var iabl es was est1bl ishe d 

yielding &n td d itlonal 1813 pieces of 

s imiltr 

for etch 

dat1 . Only 

set of 

f i gure 

three 

v1ri 1ble s were adjusted from the women's study Si n ce the 

~en's biographies tppear in only one source , Vtriable 25 wa.s 

c hanged fr o m " Source of Entry " to " No ta.ble Spouse" whic h 

investigated the possiblity th•t prom1n~nt women might have 

been e~cluded from Nottble Ame r 1c1n Wc!..!ll.!l b ecause t heir 

prominence wts l i nked to th at of thei r husband Vtria bl e 3 4 

" \lom1n ' s Issues" was c han g ed to " Wife Involv e d tn Ctree r" 

f o r similtr reasons . Final ly , Va riable 35, "Work Du e T o 

Need" was conside r ed less relevent f or • male population ind 

WIS replaced by " Armed Servic e " wh i 1~ h investig&ted the 

military bt ckground of each entry . This cont r ol s amp le and 

the Census Bure tu st1tistics ire used throughout to c h e ck 

tnd highl i ght the basic biographical dtt& . No 1ttempl is 

made to generalize the inform1tion over a bro&der populace 

10? 
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a. n d the ma. t er i a. 1 itself is only presented where i t is 

releva nt to the women's data under discus~ion . 

NOTES 

(1) Edwa.rd Shorter , The Histori&n and t he Computer <New 
York : Prentice-Hall , 1971> . pp . 16-17 . 
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CHAPTER 2 

YOUTH AND UPBRINGING 

The material presented i n lhis section represents those 

factors which affected the 

American Jewish woman 

prominence . Ma.ny of 

formative influence 

during 

these 

which 

development 

the period 

factors may 

established a 

of ea.ch notable 

prior 

have 

to their 

exerted a 

pa ttern for 

notability ; others are included t o place t he group within an 

historical framework . The variables considered under this 

section include : Per i cd of Birth , Place of Birth, Birth 

Order, Number of S i blings , Level of Education, Father's 

Profession , Socio-Econonmic Status During Youth , 

Religious Affiliation . Generation in America , 

Ancestry, and De a th of Parent in Youth . 

PERIOD or BIRTH 

Parental 

Reqion of 

Jacob Rader r J.rcus in his The American Jewish \oloman 

puts f o rth a periodization of women ' s history which attempts 

to divide the American experience in to l ogical sections on 

the basis o f periods in women's social development . Instead 

of the usual determinants such as wars and major ec onomic 

events . Mar c u £ d ivides the history of the American Jewish 

woman by the events whi ch essentially changed her pattern of 

existence . In 1654 Jewish women arrived in this country 

In 1776 the right of equality was established , a t least i n 

principle , by the Declara.tion of Independence In 1819 
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women established l oca l Jewish associations of their own . 

By 1893 nat ional Jewish women ' s o r gani z ations begin to 

emerge Women become involv ed i n po lit ical l if e and in 1 920 

they become voting influence in American polit i cs . The 

passage o f t he Civil Righ ts Act of 19 6 4 whi ch prohibits 

discr i mi nati o n on th e basis o f r ac e , co l or, religion, s ea , 

or natio nal origin. marks the beginning of th e modern pe rio d 

( 1 ) 

If this periodizati o n is a ppr opriate, t hen women of o ne 

period should diffe~ in some quant ifia b l e way from w omen of 

another . Th o ugh not abl es mi g h t differ in t hi s respect from 

the mas s of Ameri ca n s , it was one of the qoals of the 

project 

offe r s 

to in v e sti ga t e this periodizatl o n . Period of B irt h 

a certain i ndication o f the valid it y of thn 

periodi1:ation , but a statist ic al oddity makes discussion of 

the issue more a ppr opriate when c onsidering Period of 

Death 

42 0 f t he 4 9 wome n were bor n during the period 

18 20-1893 . The few women b o rn outside o f thi s per io d can 

there f o re offer on ly a limited view of the p e riods they 

represent The reason for this odd 1 ty is two-fo l d First , 

few J e ws born in th e Revolutionary period attained not1blity 

in t he larg e r Ameri can soc ie ty . 7h~ sampl e of men parallels 

the st1tistlc among women exactly with four members o f each 

li st born durin g the periods b efo r e 18 20 . Se co nd , th£ 

l 1 0 
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number of entries for those born in the periods followino 

1894 is also small since notables bor~ at the tu rn of th e 

century usually lived beyond the 1950 cutoff for the study . 

Ao a in the sample o( men co rre sponded c lo sely in this 

regard . In sum , the applicability of Mar c us 's pe riodi za tion 

is easier to test a ccor d ino to the Period of Death v ariable, 

st i L l certain issues do arise from the figures at hand that 

warrant discussion . 

The four women who were b o r n before 1820 are fine 

representatives cf the periods wh ich t he y occupy Rebecca 

Franks, who was born in the Colonial Period , is classic 

represe ntative of the prominent women of her period Her 

notability was largely a 

society , the merit of 

accomplishments as a woman 

function of 

her family , 

of wit and 

her position in 

and her 

c ulture . 

personal 

Rebecca 

Gr& t :i:: a n d Penina Mois e , both born in the Post-Revolutionary 

Period , ~•emplif y th e women wh o establi s hed themselves in 

local groups of a religious or c h aritable nature The on ly 

exception to expectation~ based on the period in which s he 

li ve d was Ernestine Rose who was ahead of her tt me , as 

evidenced by her political and feminist activities l t 

should be however . tha• though E r nestine Rose was 

born in 1810 , she did not arrive in this country until 1836 

and she therefore might more pr op erly belong to the women of 

the period of rising political activism from 1820 and 

onward 
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A further test 0 f the of Marc us • Iii 

periodizatlon can be drawn from an analysis of the four men 

who represent the pre-1820 per io d 

is meant to describe women's 

Since the 

development . 

periodization 

the divid i ng 

lines , when applied to men , should appear rela tiv ely 

arbitrary The four men b o rn pr1or to 1820 demonstrate no 

cohesion as a group and differ in no 

from their counterp a. rts born later . 

quantifiable manner 

Though the Period of 

Birth variable cannot validate the Marcus periodization . it 

doei; nothlng to impugn it and adds some small support which 

will be supplemented by a later d i scussion Csee page 153 > 

PLACE OF BIRTH 

One of 

result s was 

t he 

the 

study's 

analysis 

slrongest 

of Place 

but 

o f 

least 

B i rth 

surpr1zing 

Notable 

American Jewish \Jomen were born , f o r the most part , in the 

larger metropolitan centers of the Northeast . The se co nd 

largest gr ou p , having ~een b o rn abroad , settled 

the Northeast once they arri ved 1n this count ry . 

largely i n 

\Jomen born 

in the Northeast made up the largest sing l e group < ~2 . 86~> 

with New Yor~ers representing a number equal to t he total of 

the neat largest region This deroonstrates the historic 

c entrality of the Northeast a s a cultural and political 

for c e in the America~ Jewish commun ity Fore i gn born formed 

the nex t most common gr ou p <28 5 7~ > with the vast ma jc r l t ; 

within that gr o up comlng fr o m Russia and Ea stern !::u t o p ean 
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nati o ns ( S5 . 71'-> . This heavy Eastern European 

representation is probably a function of the period in which 

these women were born and agrees with 

patterns 

general i mm i g r a. t i o n 

Notability coupled with foreign birth was a.n extremely 

unlikely combination prior to the Civil Va.r . 

14 immigrant notables were born before 18 65 . 

Only 4 of the 

Tr a ditionally , 

Jewish i mm i gr ation to Ameri ca. is div:ded into three wa.ves : 

The "Spanish Period " from 1654 to 1815 ; The "Cerma.n Period" 

from 1815 to 1880 ; and th e " Russian Period" beginning in 

1881 (2) Civen the la.rge number of prominent women who 

immi gr ate d to American during the "Russian Period , " it is 

on ly to be expected that they would ma.inly represent the 

Eastern Europe. a n countries . This being the ca.se, however, 

i t i 5 clear that the mu ch maligned Ea.stern European 

immigrant commu n i ty contributed a si~a.ble sha.re of America's 

Notable Jewish women 

Nearly two-thirds of the men i n the sample were foreign 

born (6 1 . 22'-> I f th t s lS representative of the larger 

group it i ndic a tes that an even greater share of notable men 

were contributed by the immigrant community . Mary Ant i n , 

whose own Russ i an background would lead her t o prominence a.s 

a. literary spokesperson for a genEra.tion of immigrants , 

stated the case simply a.nd prophetically i n 1914 . "Vha. t we 

ge t i n steerage is not the refcse , but the sinew and bone of 
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a 11 the nations" (3) . Certainly this was true with regard 

to Jews . Near ly one quarter of all notable Ameri c an J ew ish 

women were East European Jewish immigrants . 

BIRTH ORDER 

Birth o rder ts perhaps the most well documented example 

of an e11vironmental factor in childhood which leads to 

specific behavioral patterns in adult life The traditional 

mode 1 of first born supremacy and prominence has been 

supplemented by numerous psychologi c al studies which 

demonstrate that "the effects of birth order have been 50 

stron9 in themselves that we know that they are heavily 

resp o nsible for certain characteristics " ( 4 ) Among the 

c haracteristics assoc iated with firs t born and only children 

&re . high parent-like status , positions of leadership . an d 

greater academic achievement ( 5 ) In referenc e to this 

s t u dy , the expectation is clear ; prominence an d first born 

status should be lin~ed 

An analysis of the twenty - sev e n men for whom birth 

order was given clearly supports th i s expectation Fi rs t 

b o rns was b y Car the largest group representing 48 15-. of 

the total Middle c hildren totaled 29 . 63,. with last borns 

c ompleting the l ist with 22 22-. . 

Notable American Jew ish w omen displayed differen t 

pattern Expe c tations not withstanding , they came largely 
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from the ranks of the later born Of the forty-five who 

listed birth order , midd l e children formed the largest group 

with 40'11o of the total 31 . tl'llo were last borns , first born 

represented the smallest group <28 . 89'11o > First born status 

thus played little or no r o I e in women's quest toward 

prominence . Since nearly three quarters of the women had 

older siblings, a review of the psychological development of 

later born children is appropriate 

Unlike f i rs t borns , later born children spend their 

entire youth among siblings . First borns spend at least the 

earliest portion of their the parent-child 

relationship 

borns , on the 

as their only 

youth with 

important interaction . Later 

oth e r hand , have an add i tional important 

relationship with their older siblings . Sinc e the siblings 

~nd the later born child are al 1 equally under parental 

authori t y , the later child is a member of a peer group at an 

age when the first born was not Peer group membership 

teaches later born c h ildren that they have qualities in 

c o mmon with the other members of their group Their 

perceptions of being similar to others leads to 

and more acute s ens e of empathy <6 > . 

an earlier 

Clinical experiment s have demonstrated " that tuule 

LB ' s ( later borns > d o show empa t hy toward someone similar to 

themselves who i& in pain " ( 8) Neither first b o rn c h i ldren 

nor later born males demonstrated this kind of emp~thy . In 
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fact , women who were later born childr en even developed a 

contrasting empathy for those they consid ered different from 

themselves and their peers <9> Civen the large number of 

notable American Jewish women who became prominent fo r their 

work in social welfare and political refor m , it is q uite 

possib l e that birth order played a s ignificant role 

developm~nt of their J e si re to h elp others 

in the 

ln sum , more than 70~ of the women had o lder sibli n gs , 

while ~ nly 51~ of the men did . Civen this disparity , i t 

seems likely th& t notable American Jewish women were 

motivated towards prominenc e for entirely different reasons 

than their notable male counterparts . F irst b orn men 

demonstrated d esire to pla c e themselves in p a rental 

leadership roles 

of 

i t 

ot her s ~nd 

Later born women empathized with the p ain 

be came pr o minent in the struggle to relieve 

NUMBER OF SIBLINGS 

The women i n this study had an average of 4 . 53 

si bl ings . Th is figure is signifi cant ly lar g er than that of 

the cont r ol s ample and considerably beyond the natio nal 

a v e r age F o r the 53 06~ of the men wh o reported data on 

size of fami l y during youth , the ave r aae number of si bl ings 

W&S just 3 27 Census Bureau statistics on size of 

househ o ld indicate an even smaller figure . Sinc e the cen sus 
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statistics are not completely comparable with these figures, 

a brief eaplanation of that data is necessary 

Bureau of Census statistics from 1790 to 1930 

demonstrate a steady downward trend in the median s i 1e of 

the American household < I 0 ) The oldest , and therefor• 

largest , figure comes from 1790 when the median siie for a 

household wa s 5 . 43 persons . In 1930 , the median had dropped 

to only 3 40 Included in this figure are · parents , 

children , relatives , and unrelated residents, living in the 

household . The average home of a not a ble American Jewish 

woman must have been much larger than the national average , 

Including only parents , siblings , and the notable woman 

herself , the averaoe home for these women contained at least 

7 . 53 people ! 

In terms of the trend data, notable Amer ica n Jewish 

women demonstrated a slightly less even decline l n number of 

over approJCimatety the same period a s the census siblings 

material . The average number of sibl i ngs among the first 

seven women in the chronological l i sting was 4 . 86 . The 

average f or the last group of seven w~s just 3 . 86 Though 

the st b 1 i ng data o n notable Ameri ca n Jewish women is not 

completely comparable t o the census statistics , the general 

trend toward smaller family units is clear from both sets of 

figures . In addition , though exact comparisons remain 

difficult , it ls clear that notable American Jewish wome n 
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spent t h eir youth in homes which were much larger than the 

national average 

LEVEL OF EDUCATION 

Level of Education proved to be o ne of the most 

st r iking statistics d iscov ered in this study . Ful ly 22 of 

the 47 women whose ~d ucational level is known rece ive d soae 

training beyond the high £C h t'O l level C4 6 . 8t~> with 6 

receiving graduate degree s! All of the women had some form 

of schoo l ing 51 . 02~ receive d some schooling less than 

college . 

As late as 1925 the national statistics for high school 

graduation were just approaching 25~ C11 > . In 1900 , when 

three-quarters of the women in this study were already dead 

or beyond high school age , the national statistics show only 

6 3~ who graduated high school ( t 2 ) Notable American 

Jewish w o men were thus highly educated by the standards of 

their time . 25 . 53~ held co lle ge degrees- -a fact that placed 

t hem among the t op 2 o r 3 percent of the c ountry's fe m&le 

educated elite Ct3 > The sample of men demonstrates an even 

h igh er educati onal level which seems to indicate a clear 

correlation between promi nence and higher educ3tlon . 

When arranged in chronological order th e first 9 women 

in the study never attended col lege , aft~r which some 

colleg e education was qu it e common if not th e general rule . 
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Excluding these earl lest women , 57 . 89,. attended college and 

31 58'1it of them received deg r ees . ln sum, whi 1 e higher 

education was not a necessary prerequisite for promi nenc e , 

notable American Jewish women appear lo have been remarkably 

well educated f o r their time 

FATHER ' S PROFESSION 

Father's profession was categorized under one of five 

h eadings : Professionals , whi c h included doctors , l a wyers , 

rab b is and businessmen ; Artist s, which includ ed perfo rmin g 

and representational art ; Educators ; 

Phil&nthropists . 87,. of the women in the 

homes whe r e th• father w a s involved 

Politicians ; 

study came 

in 

&nd 

from 

f ie ld Mo r e specifi c al l y , nearly 7 o.. 0 f 

a professional 

the women h a d 

fathers ~ho were involved in & bu s iness or trad e <69 . 39'1it ) 

None had fathers in politics None were the children of 

philant h rop i sts Rose Eytinge had father who was an 

educ at o r Cl1ra Manne s and Julia Richman had fathers in the 

arls of the 49 biographies listed father ' s profession 

and the overwhelming majority were involved in busines s . 

Rabbinic p ar e nt age , which w&s an anti c ipated mot i vator 

t C' Wa rd prominenc e i n these women , was in f act a larger 

influ e nce among the men in the control g roup On 1 y 2 of the 

wo men had rabbis as fathers ; Ernestine Rose Henriett a 

Sz o la .... i th on ly 34 men reporting f a t her ' s profe s sion , 'l 

lis t e d fathers as rabb is equalllno 20.,. of the total 
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men rabbinic s econd 

businessmen who represented over 

only 

ha. I f 

to the 

those 

general 

listed 

( 55 88 ... ) . Having rabbinic: parentage can still be seen as an 

influence toward larger role in society , but for these 

women ha.ving a. father in business was a much more consistent 

indicator 

SOCIO- CCONOMIC STATUS DURING YOUTH 

T h e fluctua ti ng nature of a business career ma.de i t 

difficult to sepa.rate the fa.thers involved in petty trade 

from the merchant princes . Socio -eco nomic Sta.tus <SES > 

during youth was introduced to give a broa.d reference for 

the wealth or poverty of a n individual's upbringing "l l 

but one of th~ biographies gave some indicatio n of the SES 

of the family and those that did were divided into 

broad ca taq ories : Poor , Wor k i n g , and \Jealthy 

indicat i on that can be drawn from this data is that 

three 

The 

highe r 

SES during youth was associated with a greater chance to 

become prominent later on The factors a.re undoubtably much 

more comples than this si mple analysis implies , but almost 

ha If the women came from homes c!assi fled 

<46 94' > with three quarters coming froM working or wealthy 

households (?5 . Si'foo ) <s ee F i gure 1) 

Among men , a worlcinq backgr o und was more common 

<53 . 06,.. ) , bu t in both cases the sma. 1 lest g ro up came fro m 

homes with low income . S inc e t he vast maj o rity of t~es~ 
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households were headed by men in business , it is clear that 

most were at least successful enough to provide a 

comfortable if not wealthy home environment for their 

c h ildren 

FICURE 1 

-. -:· . POOR 

.. - .. 
.: . . LJORK:IHG 

WEALTHY 

Socio-E c onomic 
' ut i ng Youth 

S t at us o f Notable Amer ica n Jewish Vomen 

DEATH OF PARENT IN YOUTH 

A third fact o r which was considered as a part o f th e 

a.na l ysis of financial su rroundings was Death of Parent 

during y outh . F o r a s izable m i nor it y of lhe women studied , 

the stability of their upbringing was affe cte d financially 

an d /or emotiona l ly by the dea t h o f a parent . Almost a thi rd 

<32 . 65') of the women lost a parent bef o re the age of l 6 

Ne.arly third of t he se (3 1 . 25" ) lost a father bef o re they 
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we re sia . For two more women , Henrietta Ssold and Emma 

Lai:ar u s, the loss of t he ir father marke d a ma j or turning 

p oi nt i n their ca reer s despite the fact t h at they were ov e r 

l 6 at the ti me For m&ny of these w omen, the 1 oss of a 

pa rent meant they were forc ed i n to a mo re r espo n s ible role 

an early age F or some , it mu s t have made them more 

i ndep endent wh ich l at•r sparked them towar d prominence . I t 

i s clear , in any case, that the loss of a parent played a 

c r itica l r ol e in the upbri n ging of a si:able number 

Jew i s~ women who later be came notable 

o f t h e 

PARENTAL AFFILIATION 

The religious environment in whi c h these 9 r omi ne n t 

women we r e raised is descri bed by the parental af fi l iati o n 

Affi !i ation rate among par e nts was divided into four 

gene r a l headir.gs : Leader , Active, Identi f i ed , or 

Qu .; stionsble . Assignments w i th in these categori e s were made 

on the basis o f involvement in t he br o ader Jew i sh community , 

without r e gard to their branch of Judaism o r th e form of 

their involvement 

The vas t major ity of notable Ame rican Jewi s h women came 

from h omes t hat were c learly id e nlif ie d as J e w ish ( 85 . 17._. ) . 

The large st gr oup were those merely identified as Jews 

< 59 18'4 > P~ rents wh o we r e active in the Jewish commun it y 

made up another 22 . q5~ of t he total Only Henr ietta Ssold 

and Ernestine Rose had pa re nt s who were classifie d as Jewisf. 
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leaders The distribution among men demonstrated a simi l ar 

b ~ eakdown <see Fi g ure 2> . 

Trend data suggests a significant decline over time in 

the number of highly affiliated parents . \Jhen t h e e n t r i e s 

are arranged in chronological order b y b irth , t he two women 

wlth parents who were classified as leade r s in the Jewish 

community appear in the fi r st two-sevenths of the listing . 

Of the 11 parents wh ose involvement in Jewish l if e was 

termed 0 active , 0 ? appeared in the 

chronological listing ?S" of the wo men in the la.tar half 

of the list ha.d parents who were categor i Eed as "Identif ie d " 

Jews By this a.nalysis . parental prominence in the Jewish 

cC\ mmuni ty was a factor in the upbringing of only the 

ea r liest nota.b l e Ameri c a.n Jewish women 

CENERAT ION I N AMERICA 

discussed in the earlier secti o n on Place of 

Bir th ( see page 112>, a. significa.nt minority of 

American Jewish women were born abroad C28 . S?"> . 

notab l e 

Despi t e 

this s ignifica.nt i mmigrant contribution , First generation 

America.ns represent ed the l a rge st dlvisl~n among the women . 

The remaining 20" wa s s pl it between se cond ( 8 . 16'9) 

a.nd third (12 . 24") generation Ame r icans . 

Second a.nd third generati o n Americans were extreme l y 

un comroo n a.mong t h e men Nearly 6 o... 0 f the men were 
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immigrants (59 18'ft) , pca ctica ll y all of t he remaining 4 0'ft 

were first generation American s < 36 73'ft) , F o t both men and 

women , therefore , prominence clearly was n o t a function of 

the number o f generations their family had been in thi s 

country . Nearly 80'ft of the women and 96'ft of t he men came 

from families that had been in this co untry one generation 

or le ss America was indeed the land of opportunity for 

these new arrivals , and it took them surprisingly little 

time to become no t able Ameri ca n s <see Figure 3) . 

Vhen arranged in or der of prominence , as determined b y 

l he space a l otted for their entry in Notable American Women 

( 14 ) • a I 1 but one of the top l 8 notables were first 

generati on Amer icans o r immigrants . The s ingle exception, 

Ruth Benedict , c& n 

sinc e she w&s among 

affil ia tion 

Affi l i&tio n , 

was 

p;ige 

at 

be 

those 

be st 

only 

138 ) 

accounted for , &t le&s t parti&lly, 

fringe en t rie s wh ose parental 

questionable and wh os e per son al 

Ouasi -J ewlsh <see Religious 

I t is c lear , therefore , 

i mm ! grants 

represented 

and f il gt generation not 

that 

only 

the 

Jewish women, but 

among them 

general 

occu pied 

majority among notable Ameri c an 

the 111o st prominent positions 

\24 
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RECION OF ANCESTRY 

The on Regi on 0 f Ancestry demonstrates this 

study's conform ity with the 

Jewish history As expected 

Western European origin ( s 5 . 1 0'4) 

the 

patterns 

largest 

Ea s tern 

of American 

group were of 

European Jews 

constituted the second largest group <3 4 . 69'4> Women who 

claimed Sephardic background represented the sm&. l 1 est set 

(6 . 12'4) . The breakdown of men in the control group matched 

of these figures almost exactly <s ee F igure 4 > 

Trend d1.t1 reflected the three waves of i mm i g r a t i on 

perfectly . <See earlier discussion on Learsi ' s division of 

immigration and ascendency by peri ods , page 113 . ) Women of 

Sephardic origin were found only in th e first half of l he 

c h ronologi c al listing Women of Western Europe<in 

dominate the first two-t h irds of the chronology with 22 of 

t he 33 entri~s < 66~ ) . of E<istern European origin 

this same period represented 

In contr<ist the final third of 

only 

the 

21 . 21'4of the 

ch ronological 

during 

group 

listing c learly demonstrates the influenc e of the "Russian" 

wave o f immigr at ion wit h 76 . 92 '4 of 

Eastern European f ami lies 

~ he women coming from 

In sum . b o th notable Amer ican Jewish women and the 

random samrle o f n ota ble men ~ccurately reflected the larger 

make-up of the Amer i can Jewish community 

1 2 s 
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CHAPTER 3 

PERIOD OF PROMINENCE 

Chapter 3 reviews the data concerning the careers and 

p e rsonal lives of notable American Jewish women during their 

periods of prominence . The methodolo gy f o r e s tabl i sh ing 

tr e nds whic h was employed in th e pre vious chapt e r will be 

useful her! as wel l Ch:onological tre nd s a re demons trated 

o n a sligh tly different arrangeme nt which was based on date 

of death , rat he r tha n date of bir t h . because this i s a more 

l' ccura.te indicator o f a woman's actual period of activity . 

The data fa 1 1 s into two basic groups , professional and 

personal . 

PROFESS I ONAL FACTORS 

These i ncl ude : Career Field , Socio-economic Status , 

Educational Experienc e , Publications , Busine ss Expe rien ce , 

Vo r le Due to Need , Humanita r ian Interest . and IJomen•s 

Issues 

Career Fie l d 

IJomen ' s careers were gr o u ped int o five general 

ca t egor ie s : Profe ssions, which included journalists , soc!a l 

wor k e r s , religious pro f essiona l s , d octo rs , scientis t s, a nd ,, 

public health nurses ; Artists , ln b oth the perfo rm i n g and 

representational arts ; Educators ; Pol iticians ; and Soci et y 

or Philanthropic Leaders The l argest g r oup of wo men had 

12? 
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careers in the arts (38 . 78~) Performing artists 

represented the large s t single pr o fession with 19 15'1l of the 

total for •11 women and 47 37~ o f those invol1ted in the 

arts C<!neral profes sio nals were the second largest group 

( 26 53'1.) 

(8 16~ ) . 

followed by 

and Society 

Politicians <20 . 41~) . Educators 

or Philanthropic Leaders { 6 . 12~) . 

Secondary ca reer data was taken in order to account for 

women who 

percentage 

be c ame prominent in more than one are• , but the 

breakdowns for career categories . remained 

essentially the same <1) . 

The stat i stics on men deviated considerably from these 

result s . 57 14~ of the sample held professional careers . 

Scientists and Clergymen were the most common individua l 

occupations The arts were by far l he largest 

non-profet<sional ca r eer f ield <26 53~ > . The few remaining 

entries ( 16 32'1. > were divided evenly between 

Polit i cians 

Educat ors and 

\Ji th the exception o C the artists, who ranked high in 

both studies , Jewi s h women who became prominent did so 

largely in fields distinct fr om those o f their male 

coun terpart s Many o f l he p rofessional fields were closed 

to wome:l , either b y law or by custom , until the end of t he 

of the 19th century Prominence amo ng wo men was the ref ore 

limited t o thole few excep tio n s who mad~ careers in the 

professions despite the o bstacles , and the many others who 
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became notable in other fields which were more open to an 

expan d ed role for women . 

S o cio-econoalc S ta tus as an Adult 

This analysis sought to examine the degree to which 

prominent American Jewish women inherited their notability , 

rather than achieving it on their own . The data revealed 

that SES was c learly fa ctor i n the development of 

prominence, but that notable women seemed 

than lh~ir notable male counterparts 

The SES of notable American 

no more wealthy 

Jewish women rose 

dramatically during the peri o d o f their prominence 46 . 93'1'. 

were raised ln households which were classified as wealthy . 

During their period of p r ominence, the percentage of wealthy 

women rose to 65 31~ Vomen from poor homes represented 

22 45~ of the total during their yout h Only o ne notable 

Ame ican Jewish woman , Penina Moise , could be c lassified as 

p oor during her entire active career 

Pen l na Mo ise was b or n int o an old line Southern family 

that had already f ac ed serious financial diffi c ulties during 

her early ch ildh o o d By the end of the Civil Var she was 

I e ft virtually d estitute , i;.hysically ill , and compl~te ly 

bl i nd . Her published poety had never been a fin•ncial 

success and s he supported her se lf by teaching in a small 

school until her death in 1880 . Vh i l e Penina Moise is a 

1 2 9 
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touching portrait of a Southern Jewish woman during the 

period of Reconstruction , she is decidedly at!'pical for 

notable Ame ri can Jewish women in general 

9 1 . 3 oir. o t the women from wealthy backgrounds remained 

wealthy during their career 100ir. of those ra ise d in poor 

surroundings advance d their SES . 45~ of these moved from a 

poor childhood to a wealthy adult life . 

Among men , the pattern was virtually identical : 61 2214 

were wealthy during their active careers; none were poor . 

8094 of those born to wealt h remained wealthy during their 

prominence soir. of those born in poverty became wealthy in 

t he ir adult l ives 

The data on SES demonstrates a definite link between 

wealth and prominence Though a sl~a ble number of the women 

were not wealthy , v ery few were poor Nevertheless , since 

the sample of men coi ncided so closely to the women ' s data , 

it seems c lear that a woman's prominence was no more or less 

linked to her SES than that of a man To the extent that 

t he y became notabl~ be c ause o f t heir wealth or fin anci al 

security . they did so in a pattern entirely consistent 

the notable Ameri can Jewish men i n the control group 
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Hypoth•t ic al Facto r s 

Inquiries were made on six pos ~ ible commona litie s in 

the backgr o und o f each notable American Jewish woman : 

Educational Exper ience , Publications , Business Exper i ence , 

Wo rk due to Need , Human itari an Intere st, and Involvement In 

Women's Issues . Sign ifica n t results were demonstrated in a 

number of ;&reas The b~slc data is reflected in Figure 5 

- I -:" . • 

... - ' .. 
-. -.. . 
~ £.__ • • 

FIGURE 5 

r -., . . . . . EDUCATION EXPERIENCE 

~ 1 · .• PUBLISHED 

BUSINESS EXPERIENCE 

WORKED DUE TO NEED 

~ - · ,· . . HUMANITARIAN 

. r: r:: • ISSUES OF WOMEN -· -· . 

Vari o u s Fact o rs in the Background o f Not&ble American Jewish 
Vo men 

Factors tha t prov ed part icu larly signif ic ant were 

publi cations and humanitarian int erest . 35 of the 49 women 

~ere publish e d auth o rs (7 1 43~ > 36 of t he 49 had a noted 

i nte r e st in a human i ta r i an concern < 7 3 . 4 ?~ > In both cases , 

t 3 1 
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the ab ov e figures may have been e ve n higher since relevant 

inf o r ma t ion may not always have 

Am!rican \Jomen . 

bee n i n cl u c ed in Not able 

Lillian Wald is a representative example of the 

combi n ation of these two factors Her care er in Nursing and 

Sett lement work br ought her into c l ose c ontact with New 

York's p oor inuni9rant community Th ough her work was a 

humanitar ia n ef fo rt i n i ts own r l gh t I she al so became 

i n vo lved in ot her areas o f socia l r e form . She was n ot an 

activ e author , ye t s he p ublished two b ooks on her 

experiences a.t the Henry Street Settlement 

1 i f e and 

For many ot her n otab le Amer ican J ewish women , 

humanita r ian concerns played in te gral pa rt s in their 

caree rs This i n t urn led t hem t o humanitarian projects in 

the large r soci e ty Only 5 women had primar y careers as 

writers !f o ne co nsiders primary a n d secondary authors , as 

well as s aiarie~ journa lists , the number o nly r ises to 8 , or 

1 6 33'llt And yet nearly t h ree-qu~rters o f all the wo me n were 

pu b lished authors o f o n e form or anot her 

Thi s combinati o n of publica tion cou pled with 

human ita rian interests was an almost uni v ersal feature among 

t he top 1 0 most pr ominent women In addition, the 

percen tag e of women with no t ed humani tari an .nterest wa s 92'llt 

for the later half o f the ch r ono l ogica l lis t ing , 100,. for 

the la st quarter 
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Notable American J ewish men demonstrated si milar 

distribution in response to these hypothetical inqui r ies . 

The noted exception to this simi l arity was lhe larger number 

of men who had business experience More than twice as many 

of the men samp led had had some experience in the business 

wo rld (67 . 35'4) ' though few were actually businessmen by 

profession ( 8 16,. ) 

PERSONAL LIFE 

These include : Rate of Marr iage, Number of Children , 

Re l igious Affiliati on , Affilia tion of Spouse , Profession o f 

Spouse , and geographic Regi o n During Prominence 

Rate of Marriage 

In her boolc , Ih.f. ~oman 1..n Americin History, Cerda 

des c ribes the historical eapect&t1ons regarding 

prominence and marriage rate 

Althocgh most outstand i ng women o~ the century 
were martied , many of them married late and a 
goodly number of them chose care ers over 
marriag e Th is , lt must be stressed , was a choice 
necessary in the 19th century because of the 
universal disapproval women met when step ping out 
of their "proper sphere " --the h o me (2 ) . 

This expectation f o r "outstanding " women i s quite distinct 

from the general h i storical pattern Census on the 

marital status of women 14 years old o r over from 1890 to 

1950 demonstrates a declining rate of single women from 

2 4 3'11. i n 1890 to 19 6'11. 1n 1950 <3 > Civen that the median 
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aoe for marriage durino t~is same period ranged in the early 

twenties ( 4 ) , the a ctual figures for women who never married 

woul d be considerably sma I 1 er . To the degree that the 

notable women in this study conform to Lerner 's expectation , 

in contrast to the oeneral national patterns , they shou ld do 

so largely as a function of the not&blility . 

Most notable AmArican Jewish women were married 

C61 , 221f.). bul a siz:&ble number o f them chose to remain 

si ngle a I l their lives (38 . 78'9) Among the se women, 

Lerner's e xpe ctation seems qu ite correct A more detailed 

Io o le &t the results of these marriages serves to emphasiEe 

these basic findings 

In fact . only one-q uarter (2 4 . 4511.) of the women were 

successfully married t 0 one man al l their lives . 6 0"4 0 f 

those who married were either widowed or divorced or some 

combination of the two 43 . 33"4 of the marriages ended in 

divorce 16 £ 6" ended with the death of a husband . Man y of 

Several these women lived alone for most of their careers . 

of the actresses had seria l mar r i age s with as many a S 

different men S u cces s ful marriage and a " normal " home life 

were , in fact , quite r a re 

This rate of d iv orce is decidedly &typical f o r the 

populace Census data on dlvor ~ e rate ranged from 

only 0 . 4"4 in 1890 to 2 2" in 1950 <5 > The number of widows 

conforms quite c l ose l y to the 

1 3 4 
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ranged from in 1890 to 12 . 2"-

statistics on widows demonstrates the 

group on & theoretically random factor . 

in 1950 (6) . 

conformity of 

Th• 

the 

The data on divorc• 

oemonstrates their uniqueness in one very significant are& . 

Trend da.ta als o indicated that the numb•r of succ•ssful 

marriages a.mono the more recent women was ha.If that of th•ir 

ea.rlier counterparts . In sum , successful marriage to & 

single spo u se was a rare a.nd de cr e&s in9 phenomenon a.mong 

notable American Jewi s h women . 

from the &a.mp le group wa._. Data 

different Nearly all the nota.ble America.n Jewish men were 

married .. t lea.st once <9 1 . 84"- > - Two - thirds of the men 

remained ma rr ied to the same spouse throughout their career 

Of those who were widowed or divor c ed , all 

remarried after some period of time . 12 . 25"- of the men were 

widowers 

the r efor e , 

Only 5 men were ever divor c ed . 

that the larger number o f 

I t seems clea.r , 

women who never 

married , or whose ma rr iages f~ il ed , were no t simply factors 

0 f particular c areer s or prominence in the larger soci ety , 

since men of a similar status demonstrated neither of t he&e 

cha.ra.t er ist {cs 

The reasons why so many women would remain unmatried 

ca.nnot be demonstrated qua.nti tat i vely Neverthe\ess , one 

fac t or be removed from consideration Notable American 

Jewish women did n ot remain s ingle simply because eligible 
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Jewish men were unavailable in the communities where they 

lived . As will be discussed later , the vast majority 

these w omen lived in the metropolitan cer.ters of 

Northeast where the Jewish population was most dense . 

of 

the 

And 

yet women born in the Northeast represented the largest 

grou? who never married . Nearly 70~ (68 . 42~ > o f the women 

born in the Northeast never married Lerner ind icates that , 

particu larl y fo r the earlier women, "marriage was possible 

for every woman who wanted it " From all indications , the 

ma j or i t y of nota ble American Jewis h women chose to live 

outside of the usual family structure in or der to more 

ef fe c tively pursue t heir careers . 

Nuaber of Children 

Of those women who did cho o se to marry , v ery few raise d 

Census data on "Ever-married " women born from 

1835 to 1900 indi c ate a small but ris ing rate !or women who 

never had c h i ldren Only 1 1~ o ! the women born around 

1835 , who ever married had n o ch i ldren For w o men born 

around 1900 . the number wh o had n o chi ldren wa s 20 4~ <?> . 

The average number o! c hildren for ev er-married women during 

th i s per i od range d fr o m 5 39 

among the most re c ent ( 8 > 

among 

Not ab 1 e American J ewish women 

c h il d ren th a n the n a ti o nal average 

t he earl i est t o 2 . 49 

h d co nside l ably le~s 

Only about half the 

women who ever married had c hildren <56 6 6~ > The average 
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number of chil dren for those who had ever marrie d was just 

1 . 23 which is only half what wo uld be expected from even the 

mo!> t recent national stcdistics 

few s i ngle women adopted c hildren during o r after 

their careers After her sist er died in childbirth , Rebecca 

Grat~ to o k responsi bili ty f~r raising her nine children 

But even including those who adopted or raised the c hildren 

of others . the 

Jewish women 

number 

overa ll 

o f 

was 

c hildren per notable American 

only 1 . 0 2 . Considering only 

natural c h i ldren , the number dr o p s to 0 ?SS per notab le 

Most 11otabl e A111erican Jewish wo111en rais ed no c hildren at all 

Notable Ameri ca n J ewish men , on the ot her hand , were 

quite pr o l ific 

produced more 

The 

than 

s ame nu!llbe r 

twice t he 

o f men in t he S.lmp le 

amount of c h il dren as the 

women 77 ?e~ o f those who married had at le ast one c hild . 

l'hny of the men had s children or more The number of 

chi ldren per notable overall wa.s 2 1 8 1ncludin9 a.dopled 

men had children , 2 1l without Nearly twice as many 

ch i ldren The men who had childre n , had twice as many as 

the women . 

These s tati stics demonstrate c learly that low birth 

rate wa s not simply il function of prominence , SES , or 

religi o n I t was , r athe r , a f actor disti n ct t o women who 

chose t o make a ca reer in the l aro er soci et y 
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Rel i gi o u s Affi lia tion 

Pers onal relloi ous affiliation was considere d as a 

factor in order to determine the degree to which i nv olvement 

In the Jewish commu n ity played a significant pa.rt in the 

life of a notable Ameri can Jewish woman In Commun i ty .l..!Ul. 

Polity , Daniel describes the American Jewish 

commun ity in terms of · 

. a series o f 
radiating outward 
Jews towar d areas 
fringes (9 ) 

El a :r. a r divides the 

uneven conc en tric 
f r om a h~r d core of 
of vague J ewishne ss 

cir c les, 
committed 

on the 

Jewish communl ty in lo seven 

c i rcles · Integr &I J ews , Par tici p ants , Associat ed 

su ch 

Jews , 

Contributors and Co nsumers , Peripherals , Repudiators , and 

Quasi-Jews Identif icatio n within a group is made on the 

basis of co mmun it y involvement , ir res pective of t he nature 

of that involveme nt . Ea.c h group is descri bed i n deta il. 

includin-J the proportion of Jews i t represents in the 

c u rrent c ommunity str uc t ur e 

Ela.tar's system wa s use d to divide notable Ameri can 

Jewish women into ca tegories o f Jewish involvement . Once 

established , these grouping were analy:r.ed and then compa red 

with Ela:r.ar ' s des c r i ption o f the current proporti o n of Jews 

with in each group Figu re repTesents the division of 

Amer i ca.n Jewish women as determined by Ela~ar ' s 

scale On the whole this breakdown con f orms well with 

Elar:ar' s expectation foT curren t Amer ican Jews The number 
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of wo men at the extreme 

closely 

end s of the spectrum matched 

tlatar's figures Those who occupied the ce n te r 

three categories tended more toward less ilffillation t hen 

the modern American Jewry which £lasar describes . 

As Figure 6 indicates, the largest number of the wome n 

are c l assifi ed as Peripherals, " recogniiably Jewish in some 

way , but completely uninvolved in Jewis h life " (10 ) The 

remainder of t he women were divided relatively evenly among 

the other cat e gories 6 WilS the mode for number of entries 

1n an ind i vi du a l cat eg ory 

than 6 times that mode 

Peripherill Jews represented more 

Parental affiliiltion seems to hil Ve played a significant 

role in the development of these figures . I f women f r 0111 

homes whe re pa renta l a ff i l iatio n was q~e s tionabla were lo b e 

discounted , a I l of the Quasi - Jews i. nd one of the two 

Repudiaters c ou l d be dropped fr o m the list Peripheri.l Jews 

wo uld still represent the largest s ingle c ategory , but the 

ma) o r1ty of the entries would then be c hi.ri.cterited by thos~ 

whose affiliation was Cont r ibutor and Consumer or mor e 

c ~z 38tr. > 

t o tally 

In other wo rds , when wo men wh o were raised in 

un-~ff i l l ated homes ilre disc o unted , nearly all t he 

remaining entrie s were at least c learly ident i f ied "s Jews 

( 97 62~ ) and mo s t were more inv o lved th a n s imp 1 e 

identifi c ation . 
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The mEn in the control study demon strat ed essentially 

the phenomena The largest group were Pe ri pherals who 

made up 44 90~ of the total . All the Quasi-Jews came from 

homes of questionable identification . Almost half o f th e 

men were mo re than simp l y identified when these entries are 

discounted < 45~> 

In sum, none of the entries from questionable Jewish 

upbr i nging 

community 

identified 

entries 

be c une significantly involved In the Jewish 

themselves . The large rt single gro u p by far were 

as Jewish and nothing more However, when 

fr om quest ionable homes are discounted, 

approximately h alf o f those rema ini ng were actively involved 

in t he Je w ish community on some leve l or another 

Religious Affiliation of Spouse 

Affi lia tion of Spo u se was the only fa c t or c onsidered 

f or which thPre was a significant degree of uncertainty 

Although both biographical d.ctionaries took pains to 

ment io n each f i gure's spouse , i nf ormati o n on the ir religious 

affiliation was o ften l a cking Add itional r esea rch provided 

the aff i l i ati o n d at a on se\' era l entries , but e v en after 

these were i ncl ud e d one -fi fth o f th e women and o ne-third of 

t he men st i I l had spouses whos e relig io u s a ff i l;a tion was 

unknown . The re s ults of the data avai la bl e were quite 

but they can o n ly be seen as representative of 
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the l arger group to the d egree that unknown affiliation o f a 

srouse was a purel y random fa ctor 

Consid er ing the data available , at least 6 09' of the 

wo men 1Darried Jew1 s h men 18 of the 3 0 women who married 

had at le as t one husband wh o was J ew ish . I f none of the 6 

who r emained unkn own were i n fact J e wi sh , then 60"' wo uld be 

an a ccura t£ reading Given the same a ss umption , ml n 1mum 

of 43 3 3'fl had Jewish s po use in each marriage If the 

number of Jew1 s h husba n ds compared to on ly t h ose 

for which spous e af filiatio n is known, the 

percentag e s raise to ?5'fl who married al le ast one Jew and 

5 4 . t?'lli who married o nly J e ws I f al l l hose whose d a ta is 

unknown we re Jews , the r ate o f Jew ish ma r riage co uld rise as 

h i gh as 80"' f o r women who had one Jewi s h husband , 63 33"' for 

women who married only Jews In sum, e ven by the most 

conservative est imat es , most notable Amer ican Jewi sh wo1Den 

married with i n the fa i th expe ctations would 

pl ace th i s figure as high as 7S'fl 

Be c ause so many o f the men tn t he sample married ( 9 2 'fl > , 

the d a ta p oo l o n known affiliati o n ~f spouse was g r eater 

d es pi te a higher degree of u n certainty 30 men had w iv es 

w i th known rel igious affil iati o n , 22 of t he s e mar r1ed women 

who were Jewish At a ver y minimum , th.,ref ore , 4 8 89'fl of 

the men marr i ed w i thin t he fait h If the 30 known spo u s es 

are rep r es en tative of the g rou p as a whole then 73 33, 
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married Jews . If all of the unknowns were Jew i sh the number 

could range as high as az~ On the basis of available data, 

that statistics o~ m~n matched those o f women almost 

esactly 

To the degree that the available trend data represent 

the larger patterns :for spouse's affiliation, a hiqhly 

significant factor emerges . There was no re cogniza b l e trend 

in the rate of i n t e r ma :r r i a g e of notab le American Jewish 

women computed over tiwe by either Birth Date or Death Date 

a rrangement \o/omen wlno definitely interma rr ied were 

relatively wel l dlstrib~ted throughout b o th listings . \Jo men 

who definitely married Jews were equally ~ell distributed . 

Though a trend toward a greater rate of intermarriage might 

y et be demonstrable , depending on the random na ture of the 

missing data , the study of the 

not suppor t s u ch a hypothes is 

available information does 

Spouse 's Profession 

Spou se 's professiom was repo rted for all but one of the 

30 women who married The professions o f husbands closely 

resembled the general data on the ca reers of the notable 

women themsel v es 

l argest groups 

careers in the 

Arti~ts and profession~ls represented th e 

46 66~ had professional careers . 26 . 66~ had 

arts 16 . 66 '1't were p olitic ians and the 

remaining 2 entrie s had c areers in education . 
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In f gct , for a significant number within the grou p , 

both husband and wt f e the same or similar 

pr ofessions . 30~ of the married women had th e same primary 

career code as their s pou se Wh en primary and secondary 

career s a r e considered , 36 . 67~ demonstrated th~ same career 

interests Les s t han h a lf the women had careers in 

completely different catego r ies from that of their spouse 

( 46 67~) Figure 7 demonstrates t he degree of conformit y in 

career fields 

FIGURE 7 

PRIMARY CAREER MATCH 

-· .. . SECONDARY MATCH 

lST DIGIT MATCH 

Notable American J e wi sh Women w ith Spou s e in Sa me or Simil a r 
Profession 
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Region During Proalnence 

The f i na 1 factor in Chapter 3 is geoqraphical Region 

Durin9 Period of Prominence . Statistics on Re9i o n of Birth 

demonstrated a heavy prep onderance of women born in the 

Northeast <42 . 85~) with New Yorkers alone representin9 & 

group 

they 

as lar9e as any ot h er region ( 28 . 57~) By the time 

reached tneir prominence , 75 . 51~ of the notable 

Amer ican Jewish women lived somewhere in the Northeast . The 

few remainin9 women were split relatively evenly between the 

four other re9tons : Midwest <4> , South <3> , \Jest <2> , and 

F or eign (3) 

Data from the sample group of men was qu it e similar 

73 46~ lived in the Northeast during their period of 

pr om inenc e . The Midwest represented the sec o nd largest 

group with 18 . 37~ Two men lived in the South , on e lived in 

the 'Jest , and one lived abroad Figure 8 shows the 

br eakdown of wo men by region durin9 pr o m inence The smaller 

figure is provided f or compari so n with the data o n Reg ion of 

Birth 
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CHAPTER 4 

VITAL STATISTICS 

Vita 1 Statistics . is rev i ew o f those 

factors in a woman ' s career which can on l y be assessed after 

her death 

include · 

Subjec ts which will be discusseu in this chapter 

Life Expectancy, Cause of Death, Pe riod of Death, 

Region of Death , and Degree of Prominence . 

LIFE EXPECTANCY 

critical question for this thes i s was whether the 

life expectancy of notable Ameri c an Jewish women was 

c omparable to women in th e l arger American society, or 

whether they miQht more properly be compared t o not~ble 

Jewish men . Traditionally , wome n live longer than men , and 

the life expectancy of women in Ame rican has continued to 

improve since the Pre-Revo l utionary period As Cerda Lerner 

put i t . "The s t r uggles of past generat i ons have v a stly 

improved the pos it ion of Am e r ican women Their life span is 

longer Ct > 

Census stati st i cs te nd t o c o nfi r m these co n c l usions 

( 2 ) Since life expe ct an cy is usua l ly seen as a function of 

date of birth , chronol o gical order f o r this section was s e t 

by birth d ate order Th e wo men in the st u dy were .. 1 1 bo r n 

between 1760 and 1~00 . The Bureau of Census statist i cs d o 

n e t rec o rd na t ional figures for life expectancy until after 
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1900 , but data from Massachusetts resides.ts is 

a~ailabl£ which covers the period under dlliCUliSion . 

Massachusetts women during this period had & greater life 

espect&ncy than the men who were their contemporaries by a 

widening margin of 2 to 3 years <3> . During this same 

period , the life expectancy of women roi;e consistently from 

34 . 3 years , for women born in the 1760's , to 49 . 42 f<>r those 

born a.round 1900 ( 4 ) . Though the specific figures may be 

unrepresentatively low for women of prominence , the trends 

they e s tablish are quite clear In pre-1900 Massachusetts , 

women lived l o nger than men and their life 

steadily 

eapectancy rose 

The 1 i f e expectancy of notable Ame rican Jewish women 

var i ed considerably fr o m these figures The average 1 i f e 

ea:pectan c: y of notable American Jewish woman was 66 . 98 

years Wi thin this bro a d 5tatistic , two groups sto o d out as 

d i ~ t i n c t from the norm : actors and writers . Talc en alone , 

the 9 women wh o had careers in acting had an average life 

expectancy o f only 56 . 33 years . Of the 5 professional 

wri t ers , the average life expectancy was jus t 63 2 years If 

women fr o m these two f i elds were escluded from the larg e r 

statist ic s . t he remaining 35 women would 

life expectanc y of over 7 0 years (7 0 . 26 ) . 

have an average 

Several fact o rs c an be offered in explanation f o r this 

phe n omenally greater life eape c t&ncy amo ng notable Amer t c a n 
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Jewish w omen , almost 20 

a verage . Initially , the 

Massachusetts include vast 

yea rs beyond the Census Bureau 

statistics from general 

numbers of women who died in 

their early youth, l ong before they had any possibility of 

be coming prominent . In add itio n , national recoqnition in 

many fields can only be achieved by the kind of lo ng evity 

&nd permanence which comes from a long and distinguished 

career . Only in a field like acting o r wr i ting could & wom&n 

expect to hecome nationally recogni~ed before she reached a 

relatively mature age and , as indicated earlier , 

expectancy in these fields was considerably shorter . 

l i f e 

In 

many ways this data ca n be seen simply as an indi cator of 

the prominence of these women , but the 

men is even mo re striking 

comparable d&ta o n 

The average l i f e expectancy for the notable American 

Jewish men i n the c ontrol sample was 68 . 22 years, more than 

ye ar greater than that o f the women Despite consistent 

census statistics to the co ntrary , notable American Jewish 

women were less ~ong lived than t h eir m&le counterparts . 

Trend data on a ge at dea th demo nstra tes the pattern quite 

clearly . analysis by groups of s evens 

(Chronological Sevens> demonstrates a relativel y steady rise 

in the life expectancy of the women until about the m i dpoint 

of the study The last three gr o ups o f s even demonstrate 

steady and marked decl ine In average life expe ctancy The 

average age a t time of death for the la st 
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just 58 . 86 ye&rs . See Figure 9 for & graphic display of t h e 

complete &nalysls . 
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Aver age Life Expect&ncy of Notable American Jewish Women in 
Croups of Seven Over Time 

Notable American J e"'1i sh women followed the g@neral 

p&ttern for greater longevity thr o ugh the first half of the 

chronological li s ting . In this earlier half , the c umulative 

average life expe cta nc y was ?t 48 years . During the lat er 

half of t he lis ting , as more and more women entered field5 

traditio n ally dominated by men, the life expectancy steadily 

declined , reaching a cumulat iv e average of just 6 2 . z 9 

years No such pattern appears in the analys is of men ' s 

life expectancy o ver time 
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In sum , the life expectancy of notable Americ•n Jewish 

women was d i stinct from the general expectations for women 

in American in three ways : notable American Jewish women 

lived considerably longer than the average woman ; they did 

not outlive their male counterparts ; and, they re versed the 

general and consistent trend toward greater longevity . In 

reference to their life expectancy , not&ble American Jewish 

women rese10bled thei r male counterparts considerably more 

than women in the general popul a ce 

C~USE OF DEATH 

A s~parate factor in the analysis of I if e expectancy 

was specific Cause of Death . Again , thet essential issue was 

whet her notable American Jewish women resembled more closely 

American wo10en or notable A10erican Jewish men in the forms 

o f i 1 I n «? s s wh i ch I e d t o t he i r de a t h To th e degree tha t 

not abl e Americ a n Jewish women were subject to the same 

stress and pressure which notable American Jewish men 

experienced in the pursuit of their careers , they should 

have demonstrated s imilar ailments to those men who were 

their count~rpart s In sum , they should have been subjected 

to the same f ac t o rs which provided f or the sho rter life 

expec t ancy among me n i n the general populace The clearest 

i ndicat or of this stress is the rate of heart disease and 

the comparison of this figure 

death . 
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General census statistics provide the basic groundwork 

for this discussion Census data o n death rate, for selected 

causes , from 1900 to 19 SO, demonstrate two general patterns 

for consideration . The rate of heart disease and cancer 

rose steadily and sharply over this period . At the same 

time, several other common ca uses of death were virtually 

eliminated . 

Heart disease , which was the major killer even i n 1900 , 

rose from 345 . 2 deaths per 100 , 000 population in 1900 to 

510 . 8 deaths per 100 , 000 in 1950 . Cancer , which ranked 

sixth as a cause of death at c he turn of the century , te c ame 

the second greatest cause by 1950 . Only 6 4 . 0 cancer 

fatalities per 10 0 , 000 ~ 1ere reported in 1900, this figure 

more t han double ~ to 139 . 8 deaths per 100 , 000 by 1950 (5) . 

Common ~ ill ers like pneumonia, in fluenza , tuberculosis , 

syphilis and a variety of stomach ailments were dramatically 

reduced c. ve r this s ame period { 6 ) Diseases 1 ilc:e 

typhoid , measles and whooping cough have been 

virturally eli minated <?> The following graph s demonstrat~ 

the enormous change which medical science 

the causes o f de ath over the past SO years 

1 s 1 
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The three most common causes of death amono notable American 

Jewish women were heart disease C24 49~) . cancer C18 . 3?~>. 

and pneumonia ( 16 33"Ao) Together these thr ee illness 

represented 69 05~ of the deaths for which a cause was 

cited . Only seven biooraphies did not list a cause of death 

and most of these were women who were born among the first 

few in the ch ronolo~l cal listings The data is , therefor e , 

quite representative for notiblE. Jewish women who died 

durlng the period covered by the Census Bureau statistics , 

Though the sharp rise in the rate of cancer &nd he&rt 

disease may well be attributable to better diagnostics and 

reporting , notable Ameri ca n Jewish wom~n demonstrated 

simil &r ris~ in these two causes of death 

The incr ease in the rate of heart dlse&se is cle&r and 

striking ·ro certain degree these findings can be 

minlmized by the co n current decrease in the rate of death by 

other causes and the gener al trend toward he&rt di sease 

demonstr&ted by the c ensus data Never the 1 es s , the numbers 

in both cases rep r esent not per c ent&ge figures , but a real 

i ncrease in the number of people who died fr om 

particular cause Percentage s aside , the census 

indi~ates th•t half again as many people died of 

disease 1n 1 950 than had h&lf a rentury be Core . 

notable American Jewish women the number of deaths 

this 

data 

heart 

Among 

to 

heart ailments was more than twice as great amono the more 

modern women ~hen listed in c hr onological orde r by date of 
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death, 1 of the last 8 women died of re l ate d 

dlsc.ases 

The analysis of the role o f hear t disease as a function 

of entrance into the traditional male domain of public 

pr o minence requires major quant ita tive research I t is 

c l ear from this data , however , that notable American Jewish 

wome n evperienced a sharp increase in deaths by this c a use, 

far beyond the expectations for the general population 

PERIOD OF DEATH 

The earlier discussion on period of birt h demonstrated 

in a limited way the validity of J acob Rader Marcus ' s 

periodi t ation of women's history The few wo men who were 

b or n oulstde o f the period 1820 to 1893 conformed well to 

the expectations of the i r peri o ds . But limited data can 

provide only limited co nclusi o n s The analy sis of period o f 

death is in tended to b r oa den the implications of this 

earlier discussion 

The most direct approach t o the discu ssio n of 

peri odi :ati on would hav e been a review o f w ome n by their 

peri od o f pr ominence Ho wever , determining when an 

individual woma n became prominent , a nd when this pr omi nence 

might end , was too subjective a distinction lo pr ov ide 

u se ful results The comb ined a nal ys is of period o f b Ir th 
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and period of 

period of prominence through a more objective framework . 

Peri od of de&th proved lo be bro&der indicator of 

historical periodiz:ation since , by this more 

entries stood outside the larger group . Sever. women died 

during the period 1820 to 1893 . Prominent Jewish women 

during this period sh&red one of two basic traits E i the r 

they were members of highly respected family of great 

wealth and influence , or they gained their prominence in the 

arts where women were welcome even in t he earliest periods 

o f American history . Some women , 1 ike Emm& Laz:arus , 

combined both characteristics 

By the period to 191 9 f am i I y b&ckground and 

influence was no longer a fa cto r in &ttaining prominence 

The f~ur l istings during this period were of individual 

women in individual fields . None rose to prominence on the 

b&sis o f their family or •heir wealth , but none be c &me 

not&ble in a field lr&ditionally limited to men . Two ga i n~d 

fame o n the stage and two became prominent l&rgely through 

their publications 

The third group of wo men represented the bulk of the 

entries : those who died during th ' period i 9 20 to 1950 

Art i sts and writers &re still well represented , but only in 

this last group do women begin to gain prominence Jn 

traditionally male dominated fields . Several of these women 
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were active in t he q rowinq consciousness which led to the 

f o rmat ion of women' s or gl-ni1:ations . Ma n y led t he way for 

the entrance of other women into their particular 

pr o fes sions Th o uqh th er e are too many entries t o de scrib e 

i n any specific set of characteristics, it is clear that the 

qroup as a wh o le re pre s en ts an entirely different 

women from the two peri o ds which pre c eded it . 

breed o f 

In essence , this anal ysis conf i rms t he earlier 

conc l usions drawn f rom period o f birth . The available d a ta 

ind icates that siqni fi cant differences can be i dent i fied 

between w o men in t he various pe r io ds . The r ol e o f women in 

society broadened wi th ea ch new pe ri od . The earlier wo men 

acted largely as independent ac h ie ver s, while wo men i n the 

1 a Ii t period began t 0 demonstrate a broader group 

conscio u s ness When the c on trol sampl e of men was divi d e d 

along these same li ne s , no such distinctions occurred The 

o n ly data which can be drawn from the men is that , over 

t i1H , a steadily increasing number of Jews became prominent 

in American history From the perspective of prominenc e , 

the periodization of Jaco b Rader Mar cus s eems entirely 

app ro p riat e 

RE CION OF DEATH 

The earlier analyses of place of residence by reqion 

have al rea dy de monst r ated the domin a n ce of the Northeast ~s 

a source of prominent women . 42 . 86'ft of notable American 
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Jewis h women were born in the Northeast . 71 . 43114 lived in 

the Northeast during the period of their prominttnce The 

on region of death was not as ove r whelmi ng as that of 

peri o d of prominence , but the centrality of the Northeast 

remained clear . 61 . 22114 of the women dled somewhere in the 

Northeast . Sl 02.., of the total died in New Yorlc state , 

44 90 .., di~d in New Yorlc City 

The second largest gr ou p of women died in foreign 

countri es <2 0 . 41.., > . All of these women were born or rose t o 

promin ence i n the Northeast . 60.., of them resided abroad at 

the time of their death , th e remainder lived in t h e 

Northeast and died while tr aveling See Figure 1 5 f or 

b reakdown of not <.ble American Jewish women by re gion o f 

death 

Thi? 

pr ominenc e 

co mb i ned 

and 

analysis 

de at h , 

of reg ion during birth , 

demonstrates th e c le a r a. n d 

overwhelming influe n ce that women from the Northeast played 

in the leadersh ip of Jewis h women i n Ameri ca . Residence in 

the Northeast in general , and New Yorlc in parti c ular , wa s 

one of the most cons istent fac to rs in th e ba.clcgrou n d of a 

notable Ame rican Jewis h woman 

DECREE OF PROM I NENCE 

The prominence scale which has been used peri o dically 

thro u ghout th e study is explained in de tail in Appendix A 
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Put simp l y , it is a system of weighting the various women o n 

the basis of the space alloted for their entry in Not1ble 

American Women . The editors of Notable Ameri can Women were 

quite cognizant of the space allotted for each entry , and 

they did so based on their estimation of the relative 

historical signific1~ce of each woman . 

Validity Testing 

The analysis of degree of prominence subjectd this 

ranking t 0 an independent factor 

notabl i l i ty 27 of the 49 Jewis h women 

Amer ican Women also htd listings in 

for 

listed 

the 

dete rmini n g 

i n Nottble 

Dictionary tl 

American 

Ameri c an 

Bioar1phy . 

Biogrtphy 

Assuming th1t the Qictjon1ry 

l is t ed only the most p rominent of the 

entrie s i n Nottble Amer ican Women . the mo re n otab le wo men 

should be heavily represented among these dual entr i es 

When the women were arr1nged in o rder o f pr o minence by the 

s pa. c e allotted them i n Not&b ~ e Amer ica n Women , the rate of 

d o uble en tri es demons tr ated j ust th1s cor re s p ondence The 7 

most prominent women by t he standard o f Not+b le Americ1n 

Women were I l l 

had 

li sted in b o th volume s 85 . 7 1~ o f the top 

two-sev e nths double listings ; 76 . 1 9'11r o f the 

three-seventh s ; an d t he numbers c o ntinued to decli ne . 

top 

When 

di vi ded i n hali , 70 83'11r of the mo re prom i nent women had 

d o uble l i stings whi le only 40~ of the less prominent women 

were listed in both works The analysis of dual entr i e s 
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confirmed the prominence arrangement established by space 

allotment ln Notabl~ American \Jomtn . 

Proaintnct Trtnds 

Based on this prominence scale , clea r trend is 

established towards greater notablity o ver time The later 

a woman d ied, th & more space s he was likely to receive in 

Notable Ameri can \Jomen Notable American Jewish women in 

the f irst sev enth of the chronological l is ting averaoed 

160 . 00 lines per entry . For women in the final seventh, tht 

average reachtd 245 . 29 lints . Figure 16 illustrates the 

relatively consistent rise of prominence over t i me . Tht 

analysis of periodization demonstrated that a greater number 

of women achieved prominence in the more modern periods . 

Trend data on degree of prominence indicates that 

mode rn women achieved greater prominence 

the more 

Pr • ~lntnct Breakdowns 

The final section in the analysis o f pr ominence reviews 

the average rankings o f four specific subsets of notable 

American Jewish women For purposes of c ompar iso n , the 

average n umbe r 0 f l ine s dev o ted to the en t ry o f a notable 

Amer ican Jewish woman was 204 7 3 Claribel and Etta Cone 

shar~d a rather laroe ent r y of 375 lines Since splitting 

the entry unfairly diminished their s i gnificance and double 

counting s .lcewed much 0 f the data , a correct ed f1gur1 of 
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Prominence Trends -- Number of Lin•• Alotted in 
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197 . 49 lines was established from the average of 

47 entries . 

the other 

A similar correction was neccessary in the analysis of 

the men in the control sample Entertainer Joseph Weber 

shared an entry with his partner Lou Fields which was quite 

large by the standards of space allotted in Pictionary .2.1.. 

Amtric!n BiDgraphy (222 lines) Only Weber's name appeared 

on the random sample and the average number of 1 i nes 

including this entry was 144 . 04 . The corrected average for 

the other 48 men was 142 42 lines per entry in Dictiontry .2.1.. 

American Bioaraphy Th o ugh i t seldom altered the basic 

rtsults , corrected figures will be provided whenever Fields 

or the Cone sisters p ! ayed significant role in 

particular breakdown An asterisk will note a 1 1 such 

corrected figure s 

Bi rth Ordt>r 

The first of these subsets to be discussed is birth 

order a s a function of pr ominence The earlier analysis of 

birth order demonstrated the n ume r i ca 1 advantage of 

later-born women tn the study De s pite the fa c t that first 

born women represented the smallest group numer i cally 

( 2 6 5 3'flo) • their degree of prominence was g l ~ater than any 

other group ( 211 6 2 line s> . The average number of lines 

all o tted to la s t-born women was j ust 202 . 36 Middle 

children averaged only 190 94• lines per entry First born 
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notable American Jewish women were the least represented by .. 
num• r i c a. l standards , but the most prominent by t h e 

estimation of Notable hmeric!n Vomen . 

Only about ha. 1 f the entries of the notable American 

Jewish men in Dictionary .2..!.. Americtn Biogr1phy lis t ed b if th 

order data CSS . 104!1. ) Of those listed , the largest gr o up by 

fa.r were first borns ( 48 15¥.> Ironi c ally , the most 

prominent group , on the basis of lines allotted , were the 

la.st up the smallest group listed 

( 22 '224!1. ) First born men a.vera.ged 139 . 38 lines , middle 

borns averaged 139 . 25 , but l a.st born me n averaged 165 . 20* , 

The largest group of n o table American Jewish men were first 

born , the most promi n ent among them were la.st born . 

Socio-economic Status 

The analysis of SES a.nd prominence demonstrated a 

similar reverstl In their youth , the largest g r oup of 

notable American Jewish women ca.me from wealthy households 

( 4 6 . 94¥.) . \Jorlcing ba c kgrounds were second most common 

C28 . S7¥e> , and women from poor homes ma.des up the smallest 

gr 0 up ( 2 2 4 s"" ) Ac c o rding to the prominence scale , h owever , 

women from poor ba. c lcgrounds would eventually become the most 

notable . Vo men whose SES WIS poor the i r youth 

1veraged 219 . 09 lines per entry \Jomen from wealthy 

btclcgrounds averaged 206 38* lines and women from working 

households averaged 170 . 93 . 
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As adults , the vast majority of the women were wealthy 

<65 31.,.) with the 

working 

bulk 

And 

o f 

yet , 

remainder classified as 

working women averaged 

considerably higher on the prominence scale \Jo r lei ng women 

cve raged 210 . 25 lines per entry , wealthy women averaged just 

193 . 60* The one woman who was poor during her ad u 1 t life 

had an entry of 110 lines . 

Among men a s imilar pattern emerged The largest group 

of men ca.me from working households (53 . 06'Jli) , wealthy 

background ranked second (30 6l'lli). men from poor homes 

ranked third \Jhen considering prominence , 

howe ve r , men from poor ba.clcqrounds ranked first <176 43* 

ltnes) , thoGe with working backgrounds ranked second <138 19 

and tho se from wealthy homes ranked Ia.st (133 . 87 lines> . 

1 1 ne s) As adults , the comparison was closer to wh at mi gh l 

be e•pected Mo st notable American Jewish men were wealthy 

duri •, g t heir adult lives C61 . 22'ft) The average number of 

lines allotted for these entries wa s 155 72* , almost 30 more 

than those whose SES was classified as working (122 . 11> 

Mat i t a I St a l us 

Most n ota ble American Jewish women married ( 61 . 22~> . 

but those who d i d not marry became the most prominent 

'Women who never married averaged 207 . 47* lines per entry 

\Jomen who married at least once averaged Jus t 191 . 83 1 Ines 

\J1thin the Iatg er statistics o n married women ate three 

1 6 t 
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separate groups : married once, widowed , 

Widows repre s ented t he smallest average 

and divorced . 

figure (167 00 

lines> , those who married only once were neat <1 75 . 50 

lines ), and women who were divorced represented the largest 

of all the s ubsets with an average o f 21 6 . 46 li nes per 

notable . The nost notable of the women i n the study were 

eithet div o r c ed o r had never married at all . 

the men , marriage wa s practically universal Among 

{ 91 . 84~> Few men were divo r c ed o r became widowers and all 

of them eventually r£married . Married me n averaged 144 . 36* 

l i nte s pe r entr y , the few who did not marr y a veraged jus t 

121 00 lines Unlike the w omen , men who 1 i ve d alone were 

de c idedly rar e and consi derably le ss notable . 

Numbe r ~Childr e n 

The a nal ysis o f prominence and c h ild bearing is the 

last of th e f o ur su b sets to be cov ered i n t h i s sectio n 

Most notabl e Ame r ican Jewis h women had \&0 c h i ldren 

Those who h ad c hildren were co n sid e rably les s 

n ot ab le Women who never had c hi ld ren a ver a g ed 214 . 8 5 * lines 

per ent r y Women who did bear children averaged o nl y 177 . 82 

l ines Of the three women wh o c hose t o adopt , the average 

number of li ne s per entry was just 152 . 67 Raisi ng a family 

was clearly a f a cl ~ r which limited the prominence 

women who c hose to do so . 

16 2 
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Among the 111en , the choice to raise a family was 

c onsiderably more common <71 . 4 3' > . In addition , the 111en who 

had children did so without any apparent loss in their 

degree of prominence . Men with children averaged 149 . 29 

lines per entry , men without children averaged only 123 . 92• 

lines Considerably more notable American Jewi5h men raised 

f ami lie s than the women . and unlike the w omen. they did so 

without any adverse effect on their careers . 

1 63 
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NOTES 

<1 > Ce rd er Lerner , The Woman l...ll American History <Menl o 
Parle · Add ison-Wesley , 1 ~71>. p 145 

<2> Bureau of the Census , United States Department of 
Commerce , Historical Statistic1 .2..f. ~ United States : 
1789 -.l.1...1.A. <Washington · Cover nment Printing Of fice , 1 9 4 5) , 
Series C 6-21 , p 45 

<3> Bureau o f the Census , Series C 14-21 , p . 45 

<4 > Bureau o f the Census 

(5) Bureau o f the Census , United States Department of 
Commerce , Historical S t atlstlc 5 9..1. the Uni led States : Fr o m 
Colonial Time s to ~ <Washington . Government Prin t ing 
Off , ce , 1957 ) , S eries B 120 and 122 , p 2 6 

(6> Bureau of the Census , Serie s B 123 , 114 , 115 , and 
124 . p 2 6 

<?> Bureau o f the Census , Series B 117 , 
118 , p 26 
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Variable 
Number 

2 

3 

4 

6 

7 

8 

1 0 
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APPENDIX A 

SAMPLE CODE SHEET 

Variable 
Na me 

La. st Na.111e 

First Na.me 

Ma. r i ta l 
Sta l us 

Number o f 
Ch i ldren 

Date of 
Birth 

Date of 
Death 

City o f 
Bi rt h 

State o r 
Country 
of Birth 

Re9ion of 
Bir t h 

Re 9 i o n o f 
Prominen c e 

Sample 

Cra.tz 

Rebecca. 

s 

A09 

03041781 

082 7 186 9 

Philadel 
ph. a. 

Pennsyl 
v ania 

NE 

NE 

1 6 6 

Notes 

As used by entry 

Includes middle or 
maiden names 

S:Single 
M=Married 
IJ=IJ id owed 
O:Dlvorced 
• =number of times 

A=Adopted 
N=Na t ural 
• =actual number 

Month/Oay/Yu. r 
If quest i onable , 
as given by f i gure 

Mo nth / Da y / Year 

Nominal data 

Nominal da t a 

NE:N o rtheast 
MV=Midwe s t 
Ss South 
IJ:"1est 
F=Foreign 

See Variable 9 
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1 2 

Level of 
Education 

Primary 
Career 
Code 

-

14 

J 6 7 

O=None 
l=School/Tutor 
2=5ome College 
3=Co l lege Degree 
4=Post Graduate 
5zCraduate Degree 
6 .. Unknown 

10=Profession 

1l=business 
12•salaried 

journalist 
l3=social work , 

sett lement s, 
gover nmen t , & 
home economics 

14=religious 
professional 

lS=physician 
16•scientist/ 

researcher 
l?shealth 

professional 
18=Lawyer/Jurist 
1 9 .: Chess Master 

20:£ducation 

21 =5chool Teacher 
22 .:College 

Teacher 
23=College 

Administrator 
24=5chool 

Administrator 
or Principal 

25 :s Librarian 

.. 
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1 4 

15 

Secondary 
Career 
Code 

Father's 
Career 
Code 

SES During 
Youth 

-

4 1 

1 1 

3 

168 

30=Arts 

31:Perfo rm i no 
Arts 

32= Art Education 
33 = Lecturer or 

Critic 
34:Wrtter 
35sPainting, 

Sculpture , & 
Photography 

36 x Ar t / Musi c 
Execut ive or 
Administrator 

3?rCompo ser 
38=Art Col le ctor 
39rArchitect 

40=Society/Charity 

41 =Society Woman 
4 2=Club Woman 
43~ Philanthropist 

50=Politics 

Sl:Union Leader 
52=Political/ 

Social Reformer 
53 =Elected 

Official 
54 s Zionlst 
55=Covernment 

Official 
56 .. Armed Service 

See Variable 12 

See Variable 12 

0 - Unltnown 
l:Poo r 
2 =Worlt i ng 
3=Wealthy 



l 6 

1? 

l 8 

l 9 

20 

21 

22 

23 

25 

26 

2? 

Parents' 
Religiou~ 

Aff iliation 

Birth Order 

Hu sband 
J ew ish? 

Hu s ba n d ' s 
Career 
Cod e 

City of 
Dea th 

State or 
Co un try 
of Death 

Re gion 
of Death 

Cause o f 
Dea.t h 

S ES .i s 
Adu l l 

Sou r ce 

Number of 
line s ln 
ent r y 

Cener 1. t1on 
in Amer ica. 

-

3 

0?1 2 

D 

00 

Ph iladel ·· 
phi 

Pennsyl 
vania 

NE 

Not Civen 

3 

B 

148 

2 

16 9 

O=Unlcnown 
l =Ouest iona b le 
2= ldentified 
3=Active 
4sLead ers 

First two digits 
denote bir t h order , 
s ec o nd two digi ts 
denote number of 
s iblings 

Y=Yes , N=No , S:Some 
an d Dc Do n 't lcnow or 

Didn ' t mar ry 

See Variable 12 
OO s None or Un lcnown 

Nominal data. 

Nominal dat& 

Nominal d a.la 

See Variable 15 

N=NAW , D=DAB , Bc Both 

Number of lines in 
NAW entry co unt i ng 
bibl i o graph y and 
pa.rti.il l ines 

O:dmmi g ra.nl 
l = F irst Cenera.t io n 
2=Se co nd Ceneralion 
3:Th ird Ce n ecation 

or more 



28 

29 

30 

31 

33 

34 

35 

Region o f 
Ance &t ry 

Jewi lih 
Affila tion 

Edu catio n al 
Exper i enc e 

Bu siness 
Experience 

Ever Pub lishe d 

Huma n it a rian 
Inter e st 

\Women's Issues 

Wo r k Due 
t'> Need 

-

\J 

y 

N 

N 

y 

y 

N 

1 70 

E = Ea st ern Eu r ope an 
\ols\olestern European 
S •" Sephadic " 
O=-Other 
D=Do n ' t k now 

1 =I n t eqral Jews 
2 c Participants 
3=-Associated J ews 
4 sContr i but o rs and 

Consumers 
5=Periphera.l s 
6sRepu d ia.tors 
?aQua. s i -Jews 

Exper i ence as a 
teacher o r educat or 
Y= Yes , N= No 
Dr Do n 't know 

Ever worked in a 
business 
Ys Yes , N•No 
D=Do n • t k now 

Did t he su b ;ect 
ever pub l ish her 
own w o rk 
Ys Ye s 1 Nc No 
D:Do n 't k n ow 

Did t he s ub ject 
demonstrate a. n ot ed 
inter e st in social 
ca.uses 
Y=Y es , N .. No 
D= Don ' t kn ow 

Did t he subjec t 
demo nstrate a n o ted 
i nterest in women's 
c aus~s in particula r 
Ys Yes , N=No 
o - oo n 't know 

Did the subject 
en t e r her car eer 
because o f financia l 
need 
Y=Y es , N: No 
D:Don't know 

. -
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36 Death o f NO Two Digits : 
Paren t 1 6 t digit 
During Youth M..sMot her 

F = Father 
Bs Both 

2nd digit 
l = as an infant 
2=from 6-10 years 
3aa t 10-16 years 

NO= raised by both 
parents thr o ugh 
childhood 

37 Mother 's 00 See Variable 1 2 
Career OCl=None or Unknown 
Code 01=Volunteer 

1 7 t 
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APPENDIX B 

NOTABLE AMERI CAN JEWISH WOMEN 

ANTIN , MAR Y 
BAYES , NORA. 
BELLANCA , DOROTHY JACOBS 
BENEDICT , RUTH FULTON 
BR ASL AU , SOPHIE 
BRUNSWI CK , RUTH MACK 
CONE , CLARIBEL 
CONE , ETTA 
EINSTEIN , HANNAH BACHMAN 
£YTINCE , ROSE 
FLEXNER, JENUIE MAAS 
FRANKS , REBECCA 
FULD , CARRIE BAMBERCER FRANK 
CANTT , LOVE ROSA HIRSCHMANN 
CLUCK , ALMA 
CO LDMAN , EMMA 
COLDMARK , JOSEPHINE CLARA 
CRATZ , REBECCA 
HELD , ANNA 
HYDE , IDA HENRIETTA 
KAHN , FLOREN CE PR AG 
KALICH , BERTHA 
KANDER . LIZZIE BLACK 
LAZARUS , EMMA 
LEVY , FLORENCE NIGHTINCALE 
LEVI SOHN , I RENE 
LOEB , SOPHIE IRENE SIMON 
MANNES . CLARA DAMROSCH 
MENKEN , ADAH ISAACS 
MOISE , PENINA 
MOSKO~JTZ , BE LLE LINDNER ISRAELS 
NATHAN , MAUD 
NAZIMOVA , ALLA 
PEIXOTTO, JESSICA BLANCHE 
PEMBER , PHOEBE YATES LEVY 
RI CHM AN , JUL I A 
ROSE , ERNE STINE 
SAMPTER , JESSIE ETHEL 
SCHURZ , MAR CARETHE MEYER 
SCHWIMMER , ROSIK A 
SOLOMON , HANNAH CREENEBAUM 
STEIN , CERTRUDE 
STERN , FRANCES 
STETTHEIMER , FLORINE 
STOKES , ROSE HARRIET PASTOR 
SZOLD , HENRIETTA 
\JALD . LILLIAN D 
VISE , LOUISE WATERMAN 
ZEISLER , FANNIE BLOOMFIELD 

1 12 
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APPENDIX C 

~ 9 RANDOMLY S ELECTED NOTAB LE AMERICAN JEWISH MEN 

BENJAMIN , JUDAH PHILIP 
BLOOMFIELD , MAURICE 
CARTER , BOAKE 
COHEN , JOHN SANF ORD 
CONE , MOSES HERMAN 
DAVIDSON , I SRA EL 
ENCELMANN , CEORCE JULIUS 
FAIRBANKS , DOUCLAS 
FELS , JOSEPH 
FRANKLIN , FABIAN 
FROHMAN , CHARLES 
CEST , MORRIS 
COLDBERCER , JOSEPH 
COLDSTEIN , MAX AARON 
COTTHEIL , GUSTAV 
GROSSMANN , LOUIS 
HAAS , JACOB JUD AH AARON de 
HARRIS , S AM H~NRY 
HIRSCHENSOHN , CHAIM 
HOWARD . LESLIE 
JOLSON , AL 
JOSEFFY , RAFAEL 
KAHN , ALBERT 
KIRSTEIN , LOUIS EDWARD 
LANDSTEINER , KARL 
LEESER , ISAAC 
LEVINSON , SALMON OLIVER 
LEVY , URIAH PHILLIPS 
MARSHALL , LOUIS 
MA5LIANSK Y, ZVI HIRS CH 
MELTZER , SAMUEL J AME S 
MIELZINER , MOSE S 
OPPENHEIM , JAMES 
RANSOHOFF , JOSEPH 
RAYNER , ISIDOR 
ROSEWATER , EDWARD 
ROWE LEO STANTON 
SACHS , BERNARD 
SCHAUFF LER , VILLIAM COTTL I EB 
SCHECHTER , SOLOMON 
SCHIFF . JACOB HENRY 
SCHULTZ , HENRY 
STEINITZ , WILLIAM 
TAVSSIC , FRANK WILLIAM 
TAUSSIG , JOSE PH KNEFLER 
TOBANI , THEODORE MO SES 
WALLACK , LESTER 
WEBER , JOS EPH MORRIS 
WOLF , HENRY 

1 7 3 
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APPENDIX D 

PROGRAM LISTINGS 

The f ollowing Graphics and Utility Programs are 

available in the Library Computer Room along with the 

Pro j ect Data Base . 

KEYPUNCH : A data entry program for complling 37 standard 
va riab les on notable American Jewish women . 

KEYPUNCH MEN · A data entry program f o r compiling a similar 
set of data on notable American Jewish men 

READER / PRINTER · A data search program f o r printout of on ly 
specif i c sets of data fields 

SIFTER : A data search program for sorting entries by 
specific character i stics and storing them on dis c . 

RANDOM NUMBER GENERATOR · A simple program which sele c ts a 
random number be tween 1 and 409 CThe number of notable 
American Jewish men in DAB > . 

GRAPH LABEL · An Assembly Language Shape Table whi ch 
defines a c haracter set to be us ed as labels in 
graphi cs mode programs 

NUMBER MOVER : A screen manipulation pr og ram which allows 
the characters from the s h ap e table t o be moved across 
the screen at wlll . 

HIRES LABEL INTERP · A si mple word pro cesso r for use i n 
labeling graphlc i mages 

174 
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