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that their decisions are based ultimately upon a verbal

revelation from deity; this person or group of persons

have the power to determine what the common service of the

4

community shall be.
The idea of an authorized common liturgy did not exist

in the Biblical period of Jewish history. '"The history

of the early development of the liturgy is veiled in

obscurity, since it is not until the Mishnaic period

(about 200 B.C.E. to 200 C.E.) that there is any attempt

to establish a definite form for Jewish prayer.”5

It is irrelevant for the purpose of this study to enter
into a discussion of the technical details of the small
variations which can be found in existing minhagim or '"uses"
of the synagogue liturgy, and which have been developed
since the Mishnaic period in various parts of the world.
Although many distinct varieties of Orthodox services are
preserved today by some American congregations, the differ-
ences are not really significant.

The arrangement varies, the substance is not
identical in every part, and the phraseology

is often unlike in passages otherwise the same

in content. To some extent the two main rites

of minhagim extant -~ the Ashkenazic and the
Spanish -~ may represent ancient differences between
early Palestinian and Babylonian usages. But on
the whole the rites contain the same main features
which were fixed once for all by the Gaonim.

These authorities succeeded the Amoraim, who
compiled the Talmud in the fifth century of

the current era. The Gaonim held sway in the
Persian schools for several centuries, and the

Gaon Amram, at about the year 870, prepared a

Seder or Prayer Book, with which our present
services are 'in general agreement in so far

as the main elements of the liturgy are concerned.b
































































































































































































































































































































































































