
C, ~~3!S 

Jr,,•i::;J: 1 ~ t!ty : ll~ d1::t'.nc t1vc·1cs:: . · t !:; !lecn that t he 
: ·:re •· L • • :-r 

1 "'r o:' ~1wnr.:"nt , :.'rn c,.• l:y tLc r \hr , :;tons fro1 , ~he ~ ::.bl• 
c • C .. " . .... ;. 

r.. 11. .• i::; ~n r.dt<. tJ4.:a.t~on tn t i•O nocr1J r r L1h1ir dey . 

l nr.o t · t ·n :Jivine . ,l cn •O~ enters into 

1 .:.. ·--· !" .. • !"'" _r. t.~:-:.:H . o~··· "'t!i t' OJ1 

: 1 ·' it1l' i.·ou· : i ~ · ::> 

t' c c .t::.r• lL' c o~· L .'Jsc c t.., er i i • . '"10 

1· .re~ one 

co ·011:::.n': ·r •t.U.f. sc•:cr- l ccvt -

.1~ :- i.: • cl rc-·\f • c l<?'rr- i" !'V .. !' !..."1~ ... :o .. • vi , nyir 

l ' ~: OS('I •t:!_t' ! 

~ ·on: tio role to .'rr f 'ir 

.o : '1 · i.' c · c~ .... r ::t ve :i. .r ~ ·y est 1 l!chc • 

l"tl 

.. sr· nj t "· Jintti . 

.c:fcr~c 
1 

_ ro .... cssor . \;.. ol ~ . . c:!1.1c .o·.::.;:.!. 
in f.icC: ~cc!::.on t fl t'o covonr.:1t ·,:\!.c' 'i: e:-i Ol( r ,fH' 0. 01·t-



t .c ·1~ <!01.; of Goel c. • ~:•c acrtt or crrol. 

'his ::b•d:• lo· ·" t'" i ::o t"o t':'tC'l"'" ' ''1u .:.· t.CJ1•n-1 

"'rcto!"t ·.l !t:: Ld • o co;i ... r l t• C': l. 11c~ ,,,. !"f ';r.c t•oVf'"1.~nt 

~ · ~"r"ti!'"h icl<mtit;· . ·re- c i.c:':.1 ,r ·r:' t r 'n:::;"~ :or :hct 

1 t !c cn:!.y b:· rcc::-~.r-.!. .. · .... 1•.. l::ccl cove!"' ... :- t oc!" O''C': 

re aJ n r. v c·: . 'i::. .. "o• a "c~ 1 0·1 ··:cr :io ··c t ,. ··:--ob:..cr:; 
~ . . ;. ~ .• :: :s n:·l".' ;:•_;:'T ................ .. .. .. .......... 17 

3. T?:..: Slt";S: r;:. , .·.T. .; DC! .Cl~ r;: SIC:: ... . .... . ....... ;3 

l~ . ,,,. • ;cy· .... .:'T: t.- ~Sl) C • ,.,..~·-..!'? • •••• •. •• . •••• • ••••• .1'°2 

. - : : •. ..•..•...•.. 51 

'c-:.·_..; ·re :::- ;\J,T .. :..s •.• . ............ . .•..••••••.•.• . •. 56 

i·r-·1.:C'• '.'.Al:-:: •••.••• • .•••........••.•••• • . . •• . • •.••• 66 



i .'..E_ __.2. -- ___ I -~ 

J)' , .1. . r . l . 

~ ( ) : 

S(\! lr..•• (l) 

t. 

l 

le 

:.lo ' t"; 

Jl'" Jt .t 

} ' 'I ' ~. r.' 

, : t.J r t ,for c ~' :: 
.Lts .. ~ ,: .. 4 :: :.:~ ... • .,;.a 

·' 1 · 

l' 

;t 

r.J 

O"lY tho !'cc•, that t 110 pr;rtios 1 voluntarily 
and of t i 011• 01m free will , i:w!'e an a r roo
tlent 111 l ch binr1 s t:1e one to the other in 
respec t of t l.e content of t !.e agreement 1 wl.'le in other respeet r. they roMain ;ier
f ect l y free . .fl' ?.:l 1s an agreenent or two 
ineepondont ~crtie: cbout somettL'1C fixed 
and do-fined. 
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'i'ho covenants bet11ecn r.iell a r e establ!. ~·hed for vari ous 

!)u r posos . "'hey ar e institutoi: 111thout , o.r:rl .:ven ai;ainst , 

. s r ael a '1d its nod . 5 ~r.o .Jl'1.l c.."1y be a treaty e.s t1ere 

•,.o:;e me.de bot,1ron Abrahnri and te e Arnorites , I s r ael an<l 

the CanaMite~ , o.:1d JuC:ah and Assyr i a . 6 ::onarchs c s ·.ab-

1!.shecl e. )1'13. wHh the!.r s ub. ec';::i to . r oscribe l aws. 7 A 

Jl' l:l is f oun1 to be pledro1 B an alliance of rricm\shi ,., , 9 

and a car ital rtlr t'o?ls hip . 10 

Gener ally one of tlie r.er . .lie1·s oi ' 'uhe er. ·<· onent has 

underta:~on t i1e in!. tia t i ve to e$';allli~h the rclt>.tionsilip 

by ::-ru:inr a covcna.-it . .;1·~ :.ioth :•'l'ties enter oi:t of f r ee 

oho!co. Althounl. tr.or e may ho c .is .ci·i t y of 014er, each 

mer :\101· o~· t he covenant rc::-e!·tls .he otrer as •1 ooual. '' .fl' 1..l 

l.s aluays (on botl' sidc nJ o. voltu1tury hond . !t is never 

a one sided tlecision . 1111 

The non- thoolorir.al covenant is tl:us chn1•acterized 

by i t s bc:.n1• o!: liuitccl sco:>u and by its equal!.t: of r i r.h t s . 

Bither ::-1· .:; ?"ay decide to e <ccr i thO coveriain. -.rith the 

ot !1cr. !n ~l.c liur-.- ~ s! tu~t:on , .A '):l c:Ninotes e specified 

c.r. reenent ooncernl:ic ecrtai..'l 1:u J.es a · ':hose bou11d by ti e 

covcnnnt . 

Thefl'l.l bat11een Co:! e.M I:irccl ·I.if 'e r :: f ::'Ol!I the J\ ' )1 



b <.it1:een • .. en . 'l'he ....nr,l l. ::L t - :i11sl. l.ic>n , !.Q covemmt, , d c!1 0 r•r; 

the s3.I"le ··ah ·cw wor d , hut .rn i l ::- to con..'1o~c -!-ho .-:::ti:1c v"::>:4 

i n t~canin · • 'fh:'..s ; 1 ' 1). d•~c::; he.ye ! I r1 ~1i.;':1>1>J o b_'ra t:'..on~ . 

~hl s rco,,<l c.: :: t!...'1 c t1o~ o:' • "e •J-.col nr1cnl ..11 '"l ]. i ::; 

t: e st;o ,, : 1 1.11 ·r: t · .... o:- t.~ .c covr~:.:·. t . :'ho re l a i,1011 sl !.p 

ic :-.~ .!.on !.s ;;. :; hou.id by 

s idcrat._:>,, as Le -c:-tc:r--tlon ~..::1rt. ori · .r lly .:.c cc ~ cc:. tho 

11' /h lt :s ) OCU!! r.r to I sr::i'.?. 

t 1·.e idf'tt Of C. rCVC"l~tion tt ~· 1,... fiVcn in j---.!,$tory ... 

.1c1·1encc .!.n a sin"1e con ln;~ . " 11+ 

ez-

r.inn ju ~I. as t•er r is no covenant betwce~1 i;o( :::.~r· ~ ,- c.,arr..-

I :tll l • ,;< wh0 a:- :c ::or vc :'..n ti o ~ !' i e:-; Lly cu~ t on 

h<'l c] _• o!' ~sr: i:l . 

~·he cove~r '1t i n a r e l at t o:ishi > \rt t t1 t.hC' 
~eo?lc ~~( no,._ vi~h 1n.jiv!c1ucls . : r.i .·.:e; 1: 
concern r-: · •'... •.h ' he ..,,,~-,le a·vl •ka.ls with . h,, 
."JOi·l· i :10 -.r1 t.h ·.ti•1 1ii; 1 v1dual- '.l.'h c :'..n :. v.i. -
1u:l ~d\!'111~ ~1ithin ti.fl cove nant , whicb J~h·1ch 
h• s r:i.~:te , lmL l":r s :>nc!s wi ~in this cov 1ant 
'.le h<'C".t:s r :1c i:; cm :.n:iv l.dual Prsom - 1 'I 
i'"! l"'is O\ !'J'\ ri ,..ht. , f or ti.ct 1r.c::n~ notll1~ rOr 
'~h 0 1.l, -c~ .. ··•.e-,t , bu' boo:usc hein~ 'b~!" 
o:' tLo n· o l te. The 'CO 1le i s no1 nc :nin of 
!ts rnP.••bErs , i • i s no t P r:a.:1"ror.tic::l runn
tity . C·n · hP c ont rr r y , 1 ~ is r e!'rr·so"l t cd 
i n e.r1:' "J'n\11' of Tl<'f,lbct::- y01 l :.l: e , c•v cn in 
:ndiv i··m1lr ; bt't .hP inc1l.vir~u:;.l i:o nov r. r r> or~ 
~t~ rre J e covr-:u::nt i. !" cc1nccrnerl . Alway= , 
whe t he r by h.i::is e l f or in a nur:bor he is ,.a.r s 
:.!!:.Q !.QiQ. ."~ i :; PO axi or of t.l e Old Testr.ne'\ t 
revelntic~ ti .at Cod dee: s ,J1 th snclety 

1 
with 

t he ·eopl•-, or-- · .(1 p\·t ~ t JQor ,. accura ... cly--
~:) th t.l.13 COrTtmi t~' · }.l.e in"!.Vi ~\l:...-1 Si:!ll ilYS 
hof oro [.Qf. only P.:; ~ : er:' er o f tho c ~:r.•tU'\lty , 15 

rhc the>o'.'.o~i cal ur;i: .- c f .ll ' )] o~l:• rlc scr ihc' I !.o r r::la .lOh -

sl.:1: hct .. rccn l·Od " 

!«n«::- c.J: :i · ,::: · ~ lirr t o ·o1 . '1'l•o covenant i :: r.or o t han 

con tr:1c t (to 

b11' 1( n il~: ·c ~.,r 0:;>1• . ll, con<-c1.1~ onl:· ::: c.rt of t ho l ivos 

0 ,,.. ... l.O~l -, , · C r .1\.01' .. .. < c o·;cn:-:<I l:ivolvc!: t' e p.i.e dr i :it o f 

Tl o " to•·rJ s e l f " i s "all :if li~c" . (,o<l ' s 

•.o th •be th•ol o 1cnl "'~ ::cn- t !.r.c·lo ica l u:are of t he 

ror tl fl'1 l i n ·!;e !' : u t w:i.1 r <>s;o•1:.-.:.·•i! :'..t i e s . Tho theolo,.1cnl 

c1.,.1cnc:1t. !.s ·l's: ' ari-1~. c< t•;; l ~ only i'~ inf 1n1 t 1n t.ed and 



o!'•'er ed by uod, and by 1 s eternal, non- !.nt..1vidual , end 

all 1,'lclusive charactur . "'Ihe icc11 or -.... is >'!" sr:i·voll , 

bu~ t !:c c11anr1 in u~a,·e is rc:illy :iuch • s to ·'ertroy the 

csscntiel cht:..racter o: tho i\l torethor . 11 17 

~ gonte~t l JJcvolo1,mont 1 ~ Sir n!!'io 0,nce 
0£ ~ S~ 1 cal Covenants . ~ 

1. The ~ovenant with !'.Ol:lh 

11 • •• there was tlC' co1·enaat between t;od nn' nicn : th<>re;

fore God destroyed t P.e worl.: !.Ji c. r'l•od . 11 1~· Go'' t•o1.ld not 

cove!'\ant wi .. h one !n~·1vid\l~.il i~oln4 ciC : ro: soc!i·ty . Ye t 

Goel ncedod ri1m t" heJ.p r\1lr •.. c ol'. r ti. . ?.O '!'h!.s e::nl.-inn t1 P 

n r ed for der.t ruct ion ao cha Lor:hro.!.•ht o!l•c..b11sh 1' 1c coven-

''·· t o preserve life . 21 Ced decided thnt 

he ooulr' pr<isci·ve · !.~ cN::tio•t t~rov:-h ::oah hccau~e t>c ·1::.c 

en t1"'ge~ . 2~ .. on~ •1a~ coM lo1oly 1.nnocont an •irssivo 

1n hl.~ bc!n•' oelc•ct.otl. Goe'. m•o'.e the tcri.~ o• ".lie covcna: t- . 

.. oe.1, · .. '£.c to bull t: o e:r' , avo:.d dcstri;c tio'l , L:-.d el'.lerro 

e ll e:ls\.int: renorc. t. one. Gol2 r1"VO r rr.:o~.:;sur!.n i.c!'tir.;ony, 

Jir')il "jl l ,\' , the l'l'lirtbow, that ::e wot ld rO!CcmboJ· a"d re.nind 

mrui'.:ine. 23 

covcnan br lr te in uil>lica l thourh t . 21
t ~ ut 

its ;>lace .:.n tLr Dibl e r ecedes .Lo coven.mi:s 'Ti th Israel . 

! t is "!!le covonr nt 'n w· ich ~l " ·rophets _int \L'l1 vol'sal 

judr,ment , eter!'el _1!'0 , and r• !;to r~tion of Isr ael to ! :s 

o\m covenant. 25 The covenant ir~:1es Dll1-~ ' s res ~ons!bili ty 
for hw,ane conduct. lt best c::ezn;>lific:; t~.o conr~i t ions of 

0 
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covennnt 1n that i t 1r !"01· all man :in<' . Sut there aro no 

sriecific laws or obli!'"-tions rivon , nor a r e t ' ey specified 

~nywherc in tho Bible. ..lthollf'h the ideu or a covenant 

111th manki nc! May well be e.~1 outrrovth !'l"on the aovenant 

re~triotcd to I sruel , ri s un!ve~sal covenant zorves cs a 

baclq;1·ouncl t o the coven&.n~s '.lith I srael in the 'Bible ir.

her ito:!d by tt.e rabbi s . 

2 . The Covena11t 1:i tl1 .l\braham 

This is tl~c '.:'1rst covenan~ 11ith vod ' s Jlect ,>eople. 

Coe! t r<' e~ the 1nit!ot.1.veo '"'cl. .<.b!'ahnr. i:.cce;its t ! e offer of 

covenmt . c Nl 11a.-its l.br::han :Jnd !~s descendants to rocor

nize ;:1r.:: ns ,o· . •:fo aro not , !'011cvc.r , to1" t:,c; •h•1Ly11 of 

GC'ld • :; elnc tir.!'" !,brehn~ ' ove;· tl·e o~ho!' nations of ~be 

world . hose •.:ho acca9\. ~toe covo'!ant shall be r iven the 

~and of Cnn~o..., , b~co~E :;iren of lr r ·" !'"2,..ilics , a .. d bo a 

This covcnnnt also ha" .:. ·s sirn. !'\lt unlH:e the r nin

bow, 1 t is ~!an •.Tl~o r:ust :ier-pett·ally crC>c t the s:!.i;n--c1rc-llln

c1sio11. It ·•u~t be er.:pl1as1zed tl.~ t circunc:!.::iion i s not 

ti-:< coYenant ; ~t i:: tie sin of •he covena.'lt , p''U» "fl )).I. 

'.!'he land, not t• r c:!.rcUJ'!ci:;ion, was t!:e ;,ntriarch ' s an.1' 

thei r de scendant's rewP.rc ; God' s rewerd ires to h• ve thea 

as his pcoplc- - t o be God t o tl:er~ . !lut he who f ails to i.c 

::.nowledro h:!.s be · nr e -iart of the covenant by este.bJJ. snin '" 

tree sicn pr.•rsonnll;• , shell bo cut off fro11 God <1."ld "is peo

plc . 26 

~·h is covenant r ives t e fi rst criter:!.a 01' Jewish iden-
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tity rou."IC: in the Eiblo. . It L'lvolves all the ;•eo ·l for 

all ti.me. 

.:ah·.1eh' s covenant \lith I srael is a covenant 
with thoso con!)etent to onter into s vcl e. 
.tinr; that ls to sr y , with t hr; ~on : they 
"epre:ient t"c peo!'lo . Tho chilerc'ni ".he 
110r:en, Vo s:.aves n the non-T::r~o 11:es 
o.r~ not tl~e :'lOoolc , but t!'e :io:iso:isions or 
the oeorlc • • • !t 1ia• only with the gr eatest 
di!:'fic1·lty t'.ia t '.;Le Old •.::csto.nent ove1•cnr c 
tl,is 11n1tnt~.on . ~7 

Circ\llDcision is e.n t.:,cient ;>ractice n. onr Scu1tic 

peo'!ll · s . Bu~ i. '""'s 'lot •1erfor1~e· on tl.o cirr';h nr. ror!.C'r 

~o tl'e entr y of u.e Isi·aeli .. cs .!.:Lo tl·o lt "'" o: t''e C:n

nac.'litos. 28 Deinz 11u.~circ1mcised" is sy?1Cnt"'c-..s o·· beinr 

a non- Jew. 2c .u1 cirhth :ey C"l.rcu11c1sion d!.stinn1!.shed 

tho Jow fro!" o l!er c\rcm0 cl.i:e<1 nco·.1J.cs . Tt'in:>lly c!rcU!" -

ci::!.on bPCOI'"rs sr-bolic o~' tt e covenan~ bot\lem1 1.:ou enf 

the ti05aer..r; a" .. s o.t .. brr.' "1.. . ..,l"e c6rcrony beco1 ~s ""O~ter-

nN•ted by tl'e rorihet~ aid a poet!.c :or• o•· ~· e !' ite is 

tntrnduced. 

:a ucy asSUt'~ {~t·R '.. tti"' s i~.l t!a ti on l" !. te \tn.£ 1 e sole 

M.bll.cnJ. r•·".'Viret:1cnt , o her tra.!l il:e e::clui;ive ""'rsf1ip of 

,Tah".1eh , for !n!. •.a on !~t? •t-e 11 conr;·er1 t:on of Israel. 11 3~ 

It wns lur'.n•· l,e . au; 1.onl.o.... l'::ilc , 1.o·.1ever, t'.:t th.1:: :iicn 

o! t1.e covane.nt c·.rC' to •e tho s ecicl 'l!U' . or t e .; ow. 

'lhile 1, •. alos~1ne , tht: .::o•.1s 11c!'C surroun( e" b; 1'18ny cir

c\lllicisod nations; in •·ese:iotar.!ia , tl .o: 1•erc w!.tl. people 

who did not ':not1 c: • circ:c~cision. 31 

3. •rt.e ::ovene.nt tl!th i'.oses 

Cl'll' r ta of Judais"'" . 3:> ':.'his covenant bccrune "the !nrna 
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It is sii:lill'l' t o tho covenn.11t with A1>1·aham in that Cio:S 

c hose I s rael to reveal himsolt' , and estrblish a covenant 

by te.l:inr them ror a Neo1 lo and be1n1 t o th~r.i a Goel . Isr ael 

is [ iven CO!?'Jne.nclnents 111 ich he ll1\1St honor 1: he is t o pr e 

serve t~e covenan t . .-.s Israel i s to :rnep the cor:llllc.nd!llen ts 

an<! worshi p God , so is God bowid by the ct vonant to •:eo:-i 

!srael as ::1s u.'liqre peopJ.e , 33 God initiated tl.o cove

nant , I srael ai;reed to i ts ter ms ; now both <1re bound in 

a•i ever lastinG relations' i p . This covonru't incorpor ates 

t:10 covonnnt ::tEIQe •.;i:h the patr inrci1s. 

You stand this dP.y ell of YO\' be:!'o1·e the 
Lord your God ; the heads of yo~ 1· tribes, 
yo\a' olders, and your officers, ::1,1 t.! o 
non of I::rRel , your little onos, your '.fives, 
and ~he so.Jovrner -.;bo 's L"I yo\·r ca!'lp1 both 
I e -.1bo hcus your 11C10( u.'ld ~.o who dra11s yow' 
111i-;er , t: at you m· y rr.ter int o tho s•.mrn 
covene-it e>f the .i.,or d your God , ;-1f'lich the 
Lo1•d your Cod ma::os 1rl.th you this day; thct 
l:e .oay establish you this clay as :.i s peo;>le, 
M" that he n;:;:r be your God , as i·o !•rorJ:l.sod 
;•o" , amt as he s110N to yctr fat' ers , to 
Abrahal:l 1 to ! saac 1 a .. C:: to . o.cob. ::or is it 
~r~ th :·oi1 only t hat : 1 a'-·c t!•is swoz·n covo
•nnt , bt·~ '.Ii t: h1r. who is not here ·.1i 1;h us 
tl.~s day e3 well as with llitt who stands h~.re 
~/!.th us this day before t: e t.or t.: our ·~od • .:1't 

~vory o.Je·..1 is rcnponsib:!.e !'or a ccep :l:lr Goci 1 s oerer of cove-

nant. 'l'hi::- :Ls t:·c ;;11 incll sive covcna:1t . The f..;c th::t 

:i:o P')l hctvec:- Goel a..-:•' :sr£el i!Qol!cs t' e :io1·for1 .inr o!' 

CO?IV1tt...t\dr.1erit s ~ s never ~-uostlonod . f_
1t:.e co\rcne.nt ~reserves 

l srnel a~d :srael' s ncrfor r:i •1r t! c /ll~b prcs..,rvos tr.e cove

nant. 

•.rhl.s covcm:nt. elso l°'l'.s !ts Jn )l , tl c :::cbbcti.. 35 Lll{e 

cil·c:.i~ cision , tile Sabbc.th is not tho content of the coven:mt , - 

:!.t • s the rel'inder o.: t~ e fl' 1).. ..lsc, l:!.!:c c1rcu!'cision, 
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its obsena.'\ce antlldaLes 1 . s attachPent to t! e covenanl. 1 

and its oririn is not in pure Je11ish so11. 36 W!.h cir

cumcision it cam<> to be a cht1racteri~ti.! of •ho Jew 1n 

Bnbylon:!.a . 37 Re"loved fror t he lane riro•1i::;er in .t E t 110 

coven!l!lts , the Jeus coultl s t ill produce t"e sirns o!' the 

covenants to s ho": thnt they •.rore still in force . ,s lonf 

as Israel remembers , Uod re:norbers . .A.:; tho cir 1t.h ctny 

distinruished Jo\/:!.s.i c11·01•mc1s1on fl'Or' other Semitic c11•

cur.1ci sion rites , so the obscrvr;.nco of tt.to dabbath 1n joy 

distinru:!.shed tho Je\lish SabbatL f1·om tho Babylonians' day 

of 111 oJ"en. 36 

':<he coven~.:.. \11 th :·o::es beco!'IO!! Israel ' s ra!son d ' eil'e. 

•:i1e r evelation ::.t ) cunt Sino.i is I c i"I ;>oint or Israel ' .1 

llisto.r:· . The Sabbn th reLJains ns " si 'l ll.'I or t· l _·or 

ever ;> Je,1 to enter the coven~nt . <l wl o p roi'a.'lf"S t hP. J11b -

ba t h shall be !:illf'd or cllt orr ~roi !sre.el . 39 

I+. Tt.o Cove:u-.nt ·.t-t!t Lev! 

This was .;he cove:1a.":T o: ,r fos hoor• cs t abl1:il':ed throurh 

'.!oscs f or tho descc!'ldr. 1ts oJ' "aron. The rcs;ionsibil1 ~Y 

of tt·c ? riosts was to t nnch croc: ' s ll?f.\ , law , ant to super

v!se th( se.cr1~ c" 1 t·t lt_ L:-0 '_o I e t1·lbe of ;,evi a:id the 

house of Aaron wer•• f •ve.t t! e to!~e."1. of a\lthority-- tl':c: e.r l: 

or the covenant o" ttc Lor·• ,na' Jt'7::J'j1).\' . ·•·l T!'!e covenant 

or Abrahan had rrov~<•ed ~l'e lnn<l , ti e covrna.-:.t of S!na! 

had r ivon the l:w; ;•et ir.ore was i1ceded. 

1i10 sacrificinl cult 11:;.s 1 ·ee.l!y su'..tc-• for an nrr~

c u1tur al economy , !t enabled I srael to be:ir tr1tnecs daily 
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~o the Cod 1tho !)1·otected ther.i nnd hlossed tho fruits of 

t ho floe.· and the field , 11 ••• ever y sacrif1co i.ms rernr ded 

as a renewnl o!' the coven:mt ·rlth God ••• 111r2 The 1)riests 

hac' a siioo:!.fic f\lnc tion to 1J erfor1~ in t heir preservi'1f 

their coven::mt on behalf of t.he '"'OO?)le e.t lar('e. 

5. 'l'he Covennnt ~11th ,ioshua 

'!'he bool: of Josln:e closes 1r1th Josbua · s oovenc.nt l.nr 

w"'..r.h Coe "o exc lude the worsh1:i of all foroirn :;ods. 43 

.ut:-.ol h tL.:.c c&venl'nt 1s referred to O'll;,· 1.i tl.is passe.pe , 

tt i s of s1rn11'ioe.ncc 1n show~_.,r tte d · ffi ci:l .. y i'". ,:.1·e:ie r v

lnr tl' e i:osie.c covenant by Israel ' s r o.'uc:il t o cea ::c war-

s!.1P!linr t!.e ~orb'.ddw1 dei ti us , .t best , I srael wnr he<lo-

nistic; ust1al~· ii. wn' henothe:~;;;:!.c . 

!:1 tl.is ooveNi'ltel e:r"1er1o:tco \IC :·:...'lt tha'; ! srae l is 

free t o acco-;i'. er ro jf"ot GoL. . 'fl:1' 1s not o neu covene.nt--

it is n roratificntlrn of" the ?:osa".c cov c·nn..ri~ ; 1 t !.s a 

)f ~J in non- theolor ·eel usnr!l . _ t is P-'1 11rrcenent unc!er 

ta en by contm;i;ior a ry ! sracl to roi:min •"1 thin tho cove na .1t 

11od ~.nstltutoi: •,r.!.1.l. thei r fnthers . - ac!· roneration re-

oleo .s Lo<'. "Jlec t!on 1.-: ti.e Old Tect<i: ent is a recipro-

cal relationshi !'J : J ah11eh c hooses Is1·acl, I srael chooses 

J ah11oh; both -o 1t 1'1 coqilete 1nde;>cndencc. 11
"'" B1.lt lsrnel 

'"!tkos no dememds u ;>on God ; t '. i:o :!.s an nc!'eo1:c·1t 3.t\Onf !ilen 

1"01' 1>reserv:ition. 

But Joshua se.id to the people , ''You cc.nnot 
s e rve the Lor d ; for he !s a holy Ood ; he is 
a jenlrns God; he •.n.11 ''ot forclve :,·our tra"l::i
r recsions or yoUl' sins. !f you forsal:e tho 
Lord and serve fore1gn r ods , then he \1111 
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turn anti •lo you harm, om: cor.:iUT'e yoi.: , cftor 
havinr done you t;oocl . " And the 1co.,1e said 
<;o Joshuc. 1 

11::ay · but we w!ll sorv~ t he l or~ . " 
'l'he "I Joshua said to the peoplr , " :lou r:.1·c ;:it
nesses oca!nst yoursolves th~t you hr vc cho
sen t he J ord , co serve h:!.u . 11 :.nd tt>ey said, 
"'le are u1 tnesses . n ·e sa!d, 0 ·~ticn , ut e.':a:r 
the fore1 cr. cods wh~ct. r.r e ru 1onr you , cnci i 'l-
cl ine yon· hot 1• t,c:- ·t~e LorJ , the t od or Is-
rael. 11 :'.nc! t>e "'OO!>l<' sa~d to Joshua, " 'l'l1e 
I.ord our God we will cervo, a::d his voice ·,1e 
wil l oboy." So :oshua ode a covonli."1t 11ith 
the :>OO?le that day , and tw.dD~statutcs e..'lcl 
ordinances fo r t•1en Sr.echei.• , It, 

God 11r:l. tes the platf'or " of the covenant ; rhe !lCO.•lo vote 

freely . The covenant is not bin<e.n U'11.i' ~ srael choose!'. 

to fulfill God ' s •le1.:inds. 

6 , The Covena.'1t 11ith David 

:i:o Iw.vid 1ms 1ronised •in evo1·l asti'.ll' :· i'l;::-t.ot , a con

a:iuous r.mlo Qrorcny p•1d su;ierv1sl on o:'." t .o ter"lle . 1+0 

T?1e covenant wi~;h Jochue. r ene\/e• tile coven!.' t o'' ;inai ; 

so d!d t l·e cov !'1.o.nt o!" t he r.onnrc!iy . Joho!adr.. 1 ' o::e!<iab , 

a.n~l Jos:.ah co•:en<-.·t to wors 1!:p .:n· ·.1eh , a'1c ~a1r,;ch ::!lone 

by obsc1·Yi."!f !:!s CO!'\!'.l!lc1..Me11ts . 
47 

The covencnt o: r onarcl.y rocc»ni:m~ ~1 e ·•rc- e::ir-tenoe 

of tbe covenan~ at \3ina1 . Tl!~ co,rcn::n .. 1::;: OtJts do o:' 

Go" • s t"ain cov~'1a."1l •r_ t ' _srriel. './hen '!•o r.0"11irchy f!Uls, 

as it did in tLe • aoylonia."l e~!.l« , Cod ' s covenant r cr.inins 

.intact \Tl th I s rr..el. '-'his covenant has nc- sit'.'l other t hc.n 

a '.-inr . \n1en t '<ere is no l':i nr; , tbere is no monarchy . Cut 

C.o<l • s co•·ena.'\t end«l'"s , •rhe pr o hot is able i;o f oresee 

a rc- ostehl • shD:ent ot t ho ·:01 se of David w' 1ch \Jill uslicr 

in a l'IC!:sia!!l.C are, .. ot only ! s:rael, but all creation, 
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wiJ.l be hlesse1l through tile descendant or David, As in 

t lie days ·.t'..ic!. '.rer " to !"ollou t he Flood, J\u:tice; aml rirht

eousness ;-10:.il:. 1:ie univel'ss.1. l~ 

7 , ~·t•e Covenan t '.litl. ti e Proyhet s 

~'his covonnnt was r.1ore promise tht\n !'not. . : t \/&ll a 

"divine ''ro!'U.se t i r oi.rh a sori"1s of J'lropf'lets to establish 

a neu cC'n:ititution •• • 11ith now insi;itutions and ·r ccepts . 11 49 

I n rcali ,y , thi s co:1cept1on se:·ved to r e- em1.hnsize tl~e cove

nant with Ab1•ahru:t anc'. c~ Sinai , l'.n. a s ·1e hl'VC j'Ust no~ !. co<\ , 

t here ' s a prophetic concern f or all crP.o.t ion. 

He : ai• ass~e tl:at in !:!abylonia, Jewish wors' !;i bcr.a:~e 

c:.oJansod or idolo.trou~ noe;hon1sm nn<i t hat {)1edon1sij eave 

\Ill;: to monot heist'!. Pror.i Amos 1;0 Isaiah , prophets f ore

told of 1.. oc! 1 s f orsa::ini: - sreel because oi: I srael ' :; i·or

sa!; i:u· .. od. Thourh tt•e covenant co:1ce 1. "li'!:' tiave c:onr cal ed 

in ne.hylc>"1ia , certainl!' the ir.tplic<.t!..on~ or ' t a1·"' i'Ct'Ul'ld 

ill the pl'e- e>d.lic pro!)hets . 

You onl'I have I l:nown o~ all the f nnil!.es 
of the earth; thcreforc.~l 11111 -punish you 
f or nl l your in~quites . ,O 

Goel never complctoly aba.l'\dons I sr<>el ; !:e onl:1 e rases the 

sinf\Jl . · e bids the Je\I to oiroui:tcise t he forosl.1•: of his 

l•enrt so that he way !•ctur n unto t"e Lo1"1 t' .::-o·.irh just~oe 

a"1(' ri~hteoi:sncss . Thr ov. h this ci r cur.cision , too , shal,l 

the nations be blos:::ed. 51 God 1Till issue a new covenant 

!!hOlllt1 _sr:iel br ea'.: the oricinal. 

Behold, t !ie days are oo:i:in- , scy:: the Lord, 
1rl1a"1 J 1Ji:!.l r~a:~c c ne\I covenant •.Ti th the 
hou!:le or I s r ael and the house r!" Judah , not 
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like t he covenant 1m1ch : :n:lde 11ith ~•-cir 
rather·; \Then : too!: the1. b;1 tho luo!!t! t o 
b1·lnt: then out o" t he land or ... eYl t , l•Y 
covena."lt ti' i ch they "brolto , thoui;h l \Ills 
their husband, says the lor d . "ut th~s 
1s t he covonunt wlt~.ch ! 11111 l:lc..:e 11HI tb;i 
house of 1sracl after those uaj•s , says tho 
Lord : ' will put G\Y law within their. , l'\..'ld 
J 111J.l wr1to 1t u o t hoir hec1·t s; and ! 
uill be their Ood a•1tl t hey shall be ~Y 
people. And :;o lo:: er sl-!e.11 ench :1:0.n teach 
bis neir':,bor o..."lc his t.ro~her , say:'-nr: , 
' !:now t l1e Lord ,' fo:- tl~ey s~a!l nll Lno11 
"c ' f r o:"' t>e lt'Pst of thon to t o [' r cat
est , st<ys tr.o !/.>rd; :'er ! viJl forrivc 
t heir i niouHi'-;, !l'l<l I 1d.ll rcnc:~hr•r t:.e1r 
sin no !:'ore . " '' 

'!'hen the nev covenc.nt bocoi::e:; \ clonti:'ie1' 11i th t,J e olu. 

iilltl ':he : orJ your C.od will circ;.1;:cise your 
hc:.\ri. a d tl.o teer t o:' your offspr :'.~c , so 
thr.. t ,1•ou \T!.ll love ti· e !..or\! ycn;r oe 1~ith :i 
all yo1·r Ler r t o.n,: •.1!'-'" al.l your soul , tl~at 
you i'l!.:J live • •• • .r.<! you shn:l ('.re.in obey t ue 
voice of' t~»e Lore. , ~~d '·ee~· o.ll L! s -30. ' c.t~<:_
~ ertt-: ~::--.!c:. ! oor ... 1'!nnd : oti thi:; :lar . ' 

I srnol ' ::i covenr.n• 1ti th no ' -..i:!.)l Le e. r oal'ty -.f.en 

the ~orah . '.11 the ror.~ses of tl.e covcnc.nt w:!.11 be ere.in 

es"!:eblisheu !r t~ o l°uti;:·o . :ro-.: J od can exis t 1 and C.oec 

hold clomnion, outs11e of . ales t:!.!le , t ro~1pb the lend was 

! srael · i~ S'"c~· ! .... :iur o; t ho nro".lhcts nPinta1n this 

r i··· t . The COV0!lP-'1t 1/!th Abl" t.r.-::: is iflC("IT'.JOl'Ote' ~ t:~e 

covenant ·.n th: osec i"' " .e nc11 covenant . ! s r:iei bears 

w1 tnesE to t he ne\! oovcnan' tt,ro1.; .. h ; 'lo·.rlecrc of ' o 'i:or ah. 

If God is t !"" od of c.11 10'.r1 i .'.' 1 sracl is : is s"lcct 

J OOT>le; tten 'Sl'e.el riust have:; un~1111r i•clo :r-onr ttr na-

tions . So it does . 

I rue the Lord, l have called :tou i n r ictt
eoi1snoss , I have taJ_en you by the ha.".!d and 
ltept you~ ! h.:.vA ri ve>n yo\1 as a covuia".! t t o 
the r1eop_e , a li ht to the nation:i . ::>'t 

As Go~ rave •11s covcnan~ to all manl:L'1C: threouc;ll lloah, 

s o wiJl l'o pr opa('ate it t rcuPh ! sl·ael. :rsrael becomes 

t ho ea r thly roani!'cstation of t he r Ainbow. 

8. The Covenant. wi th .:zr a 

tho pror.l1ets undcirstood t hat Gor' t:nn el'tablished an 

everlcstinr oovon<-r.~ . ever a'"' in 11ot':!.' ~:.ere bt> !lced to 

forsa!:e I srael. The d~vine promise had been offer ed , 1t 

'.1!. s only 1.r..\i t i n for t r.e ?eorle to ho arcepted. 

After the ;hr.:'. ei;::io;>r ienct>, tile !)eop!r. l a:>:sed into 

thei r f or .'!ler slnfl"l trays . Joshua t hen establishes a c"ve-

nant a::o:v t 1 poo ~le i.o elec• God. Af er t:e return from 

- abylo'l:'.a , t'· or<' i ~ erein, :!.~ th~ eyes of •. ::r a , a need to 

~eai'f~rm t~e covena..,t . Arai!! m~n concur Lri nctin~ for God. 

The aonrreration. of lsr aeli1:es say , "~et uc r.Jre a cove

'1C'11: on beh:<L.' o~ Ot:r God( 'IJ1n.< ? Jl ' 1l f\r~ l),,115°5 The 

people ::.r:i•eeu to !\•lf1.ll .he i:er 11s of t he l' osiac covencnt. 

'lhnt 1ias ne\I w:: s tho r tatr:-1e~t : "'le also lay Ut>on ourselves 

1nitsvoth1156 '£here 1ias a w:llinr ness to enac t ler islation-

a.nd to onfoi•co it-- to prove t he outco1•1e of Isrc<:l ' s clec-

t.ion. Ar:i.:'.!l l srnel cJ.ooses Goa and accepts cor.r.:mnrll'lent~ . 

The rri"stly cult is ro- estr.blisted a:id tl\e Sebbntt 1 s t o 

be obs rved strictly . f.ilove a ll , the. nation is to avoid 

boinr pcl)utcd t"ro•·rh int cr,,,arr:!.2re . 57 Only those 11! osc 

houocholds •.1er1! completely devo':ec' t o God could be !n-
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clu od 1n 1:? oovcnnnt . "o 'bo ro•10 c· to Cod 1.r.:s to l'C, 

· i• Torah. 

S\l!"T'llrlf 

.. 0 v :'ttc· T> cd to <':''Ve tie 11:- re:· o· ti~e E!.bl.-

revc Isr· d le..'\' r.::I! tl10 • c-rn!'-- " c!e>ct • :sr~e! to t>c 

~:; "l> ' ;lb by . . !'l"' ~l r;c.\·o c •. :~ -c· :re: to ·1ors!:!. :> 

~110 s' 'lr b:• v icl. !:Jl'nc! tC'!'t!.C."d to t?.o ~-\"'Ul'.l olecti..,a : 

:'.'orovcr . 

::r!el ere '·oi.nd 

"4J'l.J £,ti for 'J ' ~· '-" ' .... : :;; covenn..,,t ' . .ri tl. 
then , SCIY!' tic , oru : riy ::;•l.rit \I' !.ch !.s 
\l!'O'l )IOU , r .,, 'lY uor cl 1 W1 ich 1 t-.r ve ··ut 
in you1· nouti1 , :il.r', not d•, r r t Cll'\ 01: 
yo\1r 1 o-uth , or 01.l o.' ~ o '10\1th of ::our 
ci.1lt l'O'l cu· o• n!' t ~o riot• r o • your 
c: 1lq•cnl s c .'.: 'rcn , says ~lo Jordt: f !'"'" 
tJ ~ tir c for;,.} r 1~ :o~ CVt l.'! :or~ . 11 ~6 

!srnol hl·~ 1'cco· o tl.c 11£ or t' e covonc:nt. '.I' .. y "..o:;. 

rct?.t :e you .'r·re ! .ore. !..."? nu:iber 
th.c.n ~n:• o"h r s-co _e t •~ - t' c Lor set his 

yo· e.: ~ ct.osr.l ;.·.,u , for you .:er.: the 
!"C\IC'5°: Ct: :'l oe. 1 e~ ; L~'. !. .. !s because the 
i.IOrd 10·1r-s JO\.i. , &.'11 1.! C'e-1;): "'"~e o:lt -;rt.i c~. 
tio «"n:-c to yo· r fa c rs ••• :l'J 

lt i:: a f:::it ncco1 1 "hot Cod rcve· le~ inself t :'O\:f t. 

_srnc.l on·!.- o\n vol!t1 on . lhen Isr' o! acce;>'Zs tt.c C!l'\-

di t~ons spec! !"icd by Go , tt <' Jevs •·eeei'.•e t e cove:la'"!t 

t:y ;r' 1ch rod rov,,nl~ !. snlf tc t! c '.1orlc . 

_t is too l!.• h. c th~nr thc.t you ol.ould 
be my :;01-vant to roine u p the tri bes or 
Jacob am to rcstorG the ,ros r r v1 ·1 of :.o
r ael ; r 111:1 rive yo\I Ill! ll 11,.1-• to 1:hc 
nrtions , t~at i;iy snlvg(ilo~ rny r~•el •o 
tl:e en.! o: ti e ccr tl1 , 
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::r:iel bolo .. rs to r.otl ; t1 !s is h.is distinction. ho ONth 

i!l :rrl<'l 1 ~ • .llr:. of d!.stinction . !:ircur ei:i:on :ind .ab. 6.th 

obserVC..'lees 0 rt rE:::i~C.ers . "he , 'O\/ •/ho ! ~ nc.• cirC\'l"CiSOd 

or ocs no:: ol!::ervc the >ci:bat; ir ci:t orr rron Tsruol ; 

t!:e r:encl"t.:.on t~.at ror::c! cs th? "oral· 1:: c1.. or rror Got! . 

And now, .sraol1 rive licod 1 o ·e: Dtn.,uto!l 
,.,,, tr.e ord.:.nr nce:i 1ri.ich tellc" :·ou, 11 :t' 
do tl.c"l ; thPt you r:: y l:·;o., . :·e>ep , c.o ll'> 

do then; for t hct will bo yC"ur •.r1r Jo1J nnd 
yo\lr U'ldcrstan<'.in~ i:1 .!-.e sir-)• of 1:!:" oo
!)le::, 1rho wt'o.'l they hear nll t htoo !lt:it
ute!l , wni say, ' :>'ul'oly 1.his rr' al nation 
is f!. ,Ji:;e n'1d uni err aJic1in•• pooplr . 1 Por 
what r re:r. nation 1:: there thnt h :: a r,.,,. 
so 'lear to H r-.s tho lor d our Cod 1:'.l to u: 1 
\tf-.ettever \It! Cf'll \f!lOn 111 '. J•ntl lfilC' t f'l' Ont 
nr.t.!.on is thcra, tl ,,.. •·n::; :::tct\1to:'.l o.nd or
d!r.a."lces so rir!.tcm:: lls all thi:; law ,r' ich 
:. sc. hcfor r. :1011 t' 1:: dr.y?Gl 

b6 ,,_ -"?<': ' er o~· ~·p !°)c.orl~ bo1 "l:l to oC. t. i·c· ,. h his ... o::rh. 

.,.o\· t!~Pre-rc-r" . i ~ ;;ot.; ·.rill ot c·1 1 ·.• vo!.ce :-~1c 
t:cc;-o ~ .. co,:w.:. t , YO'-' :ihall he~ "j/ O'M ,O,"'JO S
sio:; r..ro!'lr all peo: lo:: ; !'or 1 l l : 1.c, 1 &r';I i!l 
r.inc , • · yo· :;t.r.l:!. b'-' to -Si · } l' - ., o! 
!'r!r:!'tz c ~~ ~ ho:s ,., .. ir!t . 



Jn the Dl'C"C '!. c t tcr \.' I• vc Ol !!.nee t o v:i.r1o• s 

concepts o: t~o coven~ 

· o hrve too•1 tt.o c ra tcri .. .!.C !:" o"" c • ::: covP:la.,t \l!.t' 

: C..'1 . ....o .. encl ~ c.·1 i'l<.:O 1 n c .tl:· c!c~".. t.o ~o!~ ~., t~e cove-

ne.n l ; c!\c'" he:- o' 11 ::1 t!.0:1c t? l'lllf'!-~ l!.t !01 • £ covcr.a:-t . 

io al:io t. vo 010 •cod t' 

t .. ll •oo;>lc t. :;1 !•:<': to trc .~t: en t .oir cle.11 t o bel..!l~ 

Go,1 ' '.: elect. 

In t?.c • !.lllt'J ··o diro~\~!JC « t'!-1 . :o"· ~lt.t .. o :- o:: COVfl -

nu:t . ,nl.' or o:;o .'t. ~ 1•!tl i "'".£ o:i.h; t!'e 

0 ·er :Jcnrc '1 ., ... , .•lt:. I~r' • ' ' ' 01 r} O:'."l : , ... ~t: . i l ~ , 

Le o .• <.r cove:-

•. ·" r "' t:• co ~«• r • tic CO\'<'"'!r.n to h!'ve bee~ crtr.l -

i.• 11 .ab' !.~!c .. r ' · .. : .sclr .: .. :: i ts 

t ' •t 11~l.PV' 'O '.'llS .no cox.'!cnd t .,L:nL . at! er is t r.t 

tor!.. a conc~rit , ~ ro o:-u.l!..::tt!.o~ , n~~ c:ice .,ot li' itcd tc 

n. s:~ lo co""C!"oti::nt1on or !. ~ .. ~"lC" . ul _ ""e !·s.l:b~s C.i.<l. :lot 
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forfeit tho1r rirht. to ho rec1p1onts an• rt~so1t ors or 

P-u"thcr asrocts o'!° d~vi 10 rovc'".nt:1on. 

In our c.ttcr.:pt to un< crstn.'lt ~he b1 l l!.c · l cor.oert!on · 

c>f .Jl'7J , · r• •cnsidercd t .c l!. ~f"rar" fN'- owor • .'ho rnbbi ~ 

~a~ 'lo cor::>l..'IC':!.ons arr.inst r c:-:ov1'1f a b'..»lical vcr::o , or 

CVl'!l I' '.lord, "ro:- ct"' c:,t . The;• ar~ ablo I.? M...,o wor ds 

Of CIJa5t15e.-P!lt ;!.!.Ole! •oea .!..'I~!: Of :;elf :u~ti:f.!.Cnt!On 11."ld 

·f!':h I:::r:.cl beet- sf" o:' to \)CO•h ' ::: .!.niotil ~it>~ . ;io ~roat 

ilt!.t the s1~ becor.c t ho... 11' rcr~ _ to ·n·!. .. c• for t:iri n:; lC\uc 

I;;• ~~n t: c:>n:ia:1uc , t to:· Hoi..1 ~ b• rcr·a"'1"<1 c.:; n !ltrc.rwo thi ir . "2 

:.:ot 1t :.s tlJ. ·· vc r:ie o.r.::.ch e.'l:>bl< 1.1 t' o J'ic:!raat to r.lortf;r 

- :ire.cl. 

! 'rill or:l:• ·1·:" ~ C' < .l.\Jlo i n · l!'l.~•.i • \11 .. t 
tho "i:::hm:i., l't.l.Jt·cJ , nnd :.ar ndnl • ·An t1vo 
oi•ally to '.:cep !::rr el dic•i'1Ct floor t~o 1<1ol
nter:;; , ':'he i'o<'tl en:: who w~ll conl'!l:Cl' ~· o• 
·•!JJ 'IO~ bo nblo i;o & t 1.· l 1.1 •101· 1:111 tt.oy 
be c. lr ~o •rors'.!.p 111tl ti o Jews . 'l'ho C.ral 
:.a-.r 1~ w: ·t :ionr r cto::: tt e ,o\I fro• ti o l llol
e.tcr . 3 

~he i"'!cor ·"ra<.~o·~ o:' t' c t ral La.· •-ito tho covonl!!lt. 

l:i the f'u'ltle, .cnt:.l basis o!" r r.bb1n1r t :oc !· e l'blcs 

~1 \ c raC '!!" to · cP~ ... o~ ' !' rovolatl on cont.o oort~l'j' :l~ uoll 

as t o ~ aintcin t he !::tor .:.eel ~. 1 

rc·1r-e :!!•.'.; • osc:: ~-! ::;e!." he.<! · cr~'lt ·mnt t c :Jtn-

to'lccs ,,; 1c!1, ccc.o:-cl:.n~ to t~·-::U.1on , e had 1n·!.*c-n coult' 

Ion :;:~o· .. ':'l to r.:oar. by tl.oir ucthoC::l of o;r.crc:il:i . hoy 11oro 
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.'l ,I 0 last c 'Cl!'tCr '10 nc i(·Od tt· ('. t ' cd I ::; COVt 'IQ..'lt 

1!1th "oa~ only ir"plieu •:cm ' ~ !'cr?onr!l>il!ty :'or •1t" '.l."?C 

cone\ ct . In the!r !.ci. '.c rru· t• ', 

rabti:!.s nro consistent in t' o'..r ~'1cons!.st i; .. c;· . .n ftcco:-d 

1Tl.t'1 b i lllico.l n:irrntivo , -.1c f:l".cl e::.,res"iO!' ":r~t ··c-nh ' s 

r i'"'""toousnes!:' scrvez o.s t1 o rou..~t!o.. ... !.on c: t~ .. o ·.1orl ~ .5 

Yet the rabbis ; re> un'!blc to ::.cco_,, God ' s ceovt. ::. .tinr •r..'.. -

out ostabl!sh:.n c.:01 Ll'lt'""nts. ·;1·.uti •;, Cit ·:ari011s !:'or-

1·\.·l=:!t1 ons of· ~: .. c:1!rl J.· '~:s, l 'n"1f.'\:"1.r. fro: :::~:·. tCt ti irty . G 

Thu prevalo.'lt opin!.on or tt o "al.· uC. !s t; !'.': t .. cro Ql'C 

ic1 · r 

:;erve : tLc~1 1- :' ~J· ~o' 't :.~o:~ .. 2· .. , c..1.~.!l'<"ry , r:".1: r .1er , o~" 

robber~· ; tt.e" "'a:• r.ot olit !:. l' b C'. f1·0: :. Hvin~ ac;.L c.l , 

~ut \rlly Isr:i.el? 'be ~i~·s i"' ... ~s·.:cr i:i t:1, Ll ouch 

no~ offo•·r-d ti,, root" to OV1 ~, ,. ~her .. 1~0"'·~,. , ¥tonE! 'f?)U).c! 

3.CCO!'t i .. -"· :si·ccJ. ('I•"_. ti l'O\'f":, t 0 . :ition' !l 1P-ft.i<lt • 

'..!:he ··,,1y C'nc , r .i.P.cncd be e , off!lred t"e 
Tore~. ~ ... Ct•·!':' '.;onri1 0 , hu1 '"'!or•o \toulc1 o.c
oe".'lt it , ~" 'l · c oru.e to Zsrat>l \1:.0 rc
oivcf it . , 

er. ~!Jo othc:- hG."ld , !::rrcl l'.1or:!.te1: to be cl osel'! . 

God sa·J t: r.t ..,, eo "lr t~ o!'ls C: it: not ?bse-rvo 
evon ~he sover~ 71 .. eCe!'tS which t: e son!'; of 
i·oat ... od tn.:.eri u 1or t or.selves ~.-'.: scciur 
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thnt they did not observe ';I.em, ·re a t ood up 
c.nd relocsod then therefrom. 10 

Isrnel, nccordl.n"' to pone of t'·.o r t\bbis , chose to accep t 

the cr-vem\!\h a"ld its obl~~o.t~.on t o observe coll'rl\.'l(mer.ts . 

·.here is a second view tbat God intuitively p r ororr cd 

.srnel. '!'he covenant 11as dosiGned to un~tc God \Ti':h: i s 

!JCOplc , 

" .oll!an lc.dy auC:ressecl a ciuor.) t o · .• • Jose . 
.;:10 said to t-J.l:I : "Your vocl brl. '1(.'S near t o 
·:1.,sel!' incliscr:\.ninctel:· '.homnoever ::e 
nlennes . " !ic bi·o· irl1t her :i. basl'.ot of r1r,s and sho scru•in~:1ed tl:em 11ell, p1c:·1nr: the 
best n..~d eatinr . ~i..!.t.: ho to her : 11 You, 
ap:iarontl!' , ::no•.; ho"' to soJ.oct , i>u~ t l e 1·01y 
One blescerl ho 1·e , doe~ not l:.'1<>11 110'1 to se
lecL The one who:io actio!'.l;; ; e per =eivod to 
bo ~coll , hi:< a c'1oo!le:i t\:itl bt·i ""'S noe.r to 
·:1.: sc!f. ll 

God' s c' oico is ~:1 r 4; of' .. ~is f'1D.ntcr y:;l:-.··. c.• croction . 

A.'l•' '.utt ns e c1! vit'et! t 1 e Hrl:t fror.i t!-:e 
da.r:.~n:;s ~ order t .o.t it rr:r1~"W be o~ scr 
•1:!.ce to t'. e wol'ld , so :.e sc .: r atod Tsrael 
fro1· t'o •mt1ons; :.s i~ scys , "' h;vc set 
you a11~rt fror: t ho ~co . lcs that ye s·~o1 ld 
be :·J.!'le :•12 

!t is rtr s~ares such as tl'ese two v!.1cl. load to !:ar !'!' ' s 

conc!us:on t'.1· t to t 11c r i:.bbis ti.o;;:-c is ll.fl uncondit1o!!el 

n2 wnll a~ n co:1d~ ~ ionu~ covcna."\t .
1

3 

The covct~l'!t with !sr ncl i:i soc" by sore r•.lf01r as 

similar to the coven~'!" -•do •.:it1. ·:oah; t ! e ~1orlc e!l'lU!'CS , •. 
bt.'t ror tt"c s~:c o:· !srrr.l e "l'i tho ':'C'rat . ---r '!ho covena'f'\t 

-.1!.tl. !!oah 1·ornin:i o en to the nation~ e<! the world. T~ey 

~.rc still to nl>ice by its lci;al ii-:ilJ.cat'ons. But Led '.Till 

not dcstroi' ti•.e wo1•lt: C\S lon" cs .sracl oh:iervcs is covc

ncnt. ":sr.·.ol 1" 11 for.cc to Uc \1orld.
1117 The elei;:ents 
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or the biblical c :>VC!!ll' ~·~ h· vc not chr.i!"ot' . Tr.o covtnant 

is still 1.nct it.ut.,•1 1>:1 ::ou. .ven ... ct~ the covoi.1:1t nay 

be fol' t he sare ma·1io"c rs the i:oach!t-n covennnt, or i'I 

fact be the iloecr.inr. covoni'nt , ne.n • s rcr.':'ons~bHlty !.s 

enph~ sizod; he is riven 11.: t;:.vot . God Md I a."l (:i1·ii:::ri1:· 

:~re.cl; IJccot c •.;01,ueit :it .;inai . ..very r-o,.,cnt 1:: t rC'- en

ectnc~t or t~e a c . of coV<hB.~ti"lr . 

The boo·· n:1tl t!•o sword 11c1•c riv~n from hea
ven houhd torcthcr . uc sei to t· e1 ( Isr:-. ·L 
11:r you will ob:· rvc ~t.at 1r \'1'1 t~o i t rc!!l 
lloo:· , yet• ·.:ill be savi:l~. :'.'ro1. t c :;·;or· ; a."1 
1: "o .. " ~ 1:il: \.:~ ~::r~e::- · .. iJl you. 1110 

Tell • ~i·cel , 11: y childl·ei~ ! 1. ccupy you1·
sel•1os v'..th tl e Tor ch c...,d you nceu nd bo 
afr rid of r.n;· "lr ~ion . 017 

Tsri.el ' s electio!'! t r t 11e e r r- ab!e to tliscer., thnir con-

l o b'bl!.cal r<:>l"son1n.- . .le cr.incll•c1c t' t l~st cl r<t>t:er sec-

out s: e c::'...cl 1 e:r"Lt ir.he1· ~n\, i 1 t a _co !e . Tl~" !•al,.t!. :: Pro 

!l\,.,,re of tl:i i; biblicrl pasa..: 0 i; ; tl:e:1 ~re :i:~-o co--ni::c.."lt 

of t:-:e!r r·rr L to i-•· ' V•r!l1·et nnJ to ei:p~,nd its mcssai;e . 

11 : t .IC!; 'lC ·~HlC~l !O yot: ' 1ere rreator then 
nny - c ... ~ l• ti t' t '•! e l or( set : is love upon 
you e t c c:::o :10\l . 11 c ot' se.i" to : srr·cl: " ! 
lov!' ::ou becaucG ClVo.1 w!.en ! bcs~O\I :·:•c,.t
nes~ U::>'n you , yo~ hunLlc yorrselv ·s hcf'oro 
Ille. r l>osto .. o<i b1·cctness uiion .. bl .. ha:: , yet 
he ~r.~c· to o: 1 : a~ bu dust a·'O asi.es ' 
( C e~. ~£. : ~7, ; upo:-: : ·or.cs c.··c Anr on1 ~C't ~~.ey 
s<11~ : ' .'.r.d we er e no~hi!':; ' ( ,x. lo : u) ; ltpon 
Davi d 1 :'et he :;e.1, : •: ut ~ ru: a ~·1orri e.·1cl no 
r.an ' \ !"S . 22: 'l. . Lut ·.11 ti: tlie "('Ptl ens .l 1. 
1~ not so . J '.Je:s~o',/c~ rec.t!'lcs ~ t1r1cn Hi i•od , 
ancl he said : ' Coi:e, l..,t u:; bu!.ld us 3 city • 
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(Cien. ll: l+) ; u;>on Phnraoh1 <ltl'l he said : 1·n10 
ii; t :·e - ord '? ' ( ~:: . ) : 2, ••• 11l.b 

ln a s1ri1la r vei n , tl.e 1•a't>ll1s a r e a't>l o;, to 111e.J;e ·11>.rables . 

.1\y is I srr.ol cou~iv.red t o an apple? Just 
as an 1.1:i!1lr. ben: its fruit befor e it:i 
lcavp~ . so u1tl I srael nro~iso t o ao ~ befor e 
it pr om1:ieQ to 11Dten , l~ 

The 1nc:L"l ""orit of Isr ael prior t o SL"l<i i s his hur.11-cy 

imci deeds . C.o•. 1 5 . cople is •.1elJ - mannered . 

'•'!'i s rmtio!1 i!l distinrui shed by three cha:-
r ct•.r ' 1d;1 cs : "'hey nr~ Merciful baGI ful , Md 
boncvolont •• • Only he \/C?o cul tl vat es these 
t!iroc c! 1r.r~,ctcr!stics 1~ fit t o joi.1 t l1is 
•1rt.ion , 20 

"Aro you not a s t •· e ct-1lcrc.~ of t ' e ... t h1o
p1rns as f e r es 1 al'! conc or ne1 ?" csl·s trod 
(f.n. <;' : 7 1 • .Inst c:i t:,e Lt!'.io!Ji .ns are d1s
t;'..nruished by tl o col.o::- oi' t.I ej r s!:in , so i & 

!srao! d!sti:~n1.l.sherJ by tl:e l r deeds ~1•or. a ll 
ot! c l' :icoples, 21 

The r a';ibis :-cc o<'niZlltl <;t.o covomi.nt \Ii.ti: 1:02.I': ; t:iey also 

i·ecocni:::c<l t~cir rirllt t o !."ltorprot 1·· . ! :iracl fulfills 

l:'!'r l. t~ or l~ic 01m . :;01.10 o!' ·i cse mer its r r e earned , o ther s 

iu·o ··l'eely h·~l;owoc" U!JCn hilll b:r ''od. 

· srnel !ins o. cla!ll t o l;o1n£ chosen by Got' ; 1-.e 1s God ' s 

belove.cl. . 

Tho co!'lrrccr.tio!!. o:' Isrn~l 3po::e befo r a the 
. oly One , bles sed be ::c , "Soverei<"n o•' the 
unive r s e ! 'fl!OUCh ! a!'. :ioor in rirltz '.01' s deeds , 
yot ! a• '~'!J~no , :;ind i. 1 ~ i':'..tt:'..nr t ··t I should 
be sc.ved. " .. ,:; 

.orr.rdlos9 of" 1t. y !si·ael ·.ias c:~ose!·, , eve in r nt binic thciirht 

only Got' can in1tinte the covena."l': . 
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~ 31nr.1 

Israel vr.11 trr.n:i:or-oc t t .l nn! , - t. u • hc~r· t!'.a t 

~ e:· r-C'col ved t cir na: 11 ; "it.o:· •.rcrc n • c~ llo · !':o ch!.l

rcn of :!::-::iol until Slr.r1. n:'.!3 

' , wUL:i.h \, l , w!.. !l Sll!d !.~ II :1G:' C 0: 
• vO t,J:,. l:C!l .,.c,vi, : 11 "'! t e ~zt !°OU "'Sere 

!!a·cd o:; en~· otl1 c:- trl!c , ~1''"" ~htah, ;::ic:~ah , 
11' i: .;:. :ccc.(uc-n . l : ? . \ t :: sco .• a:: you 
rcccivet: -:· 01·~.t i;cc :i covrna .t _.!. JOU 
c .c ... olnvt. oU :·~· ~111 -1+ 

,t .. iccl liv!nr. ... ~ o~ti· -h . ., .. ~ r .. src~ •tor l.y or eloctio 1: 

..... o c ,•1c.n::n .. . _sre.ol ho.d 

con u1clnr!'\t c ' I '~ c· r.1 to • r_·o-._ • 

: y o · .:v!. t t -" ""Vf) , Cl"" .. or: oli t o s 
~!f~c,. to t o r~rJ.J.t~' o: •' c cove~(.!"'.t-5 ;_.,,d 
ac1 no.,1lccl "' tl.n oi:: o:' t ~ cov .·~: .t . 2 

lt i' t• c con . ..,, .er.." •,J\i:cl! t!i:i'.!.:v·t..J.- J:;r·o: . .\s lsrt.el 

1~ c~I i;t· r~tl tc n 1 n= ~ r, "fi 1 s ll~ car•µ:-tr• d to a Gove-. 11
J\O 

0 ci~v 1 ~ :Jf'V" l')~l~' l··· • t., ';i '\ s , :.o :n sr ... cl rcc!oo:t.l1d 

or.ly t' ,.~~,.1 .,,.., .. 0 'r.. t t.• co .. t'L!a •· 1n .. !1 . 126 !t ic !srncl ' s 

C:ed:c. ion c .I ore~ ~1 • re le~ tl'l i; c bi•rclo·- c-· Ce\-e~:m": 

;j(I !blc l"QC".·~!'I. • to1"U'c1 t e c cc,ti:>:1 o:' t! ' _or:il 

er t () tt;!or. 0. God ' :i CC'l ~ ~ ·.t ..... ! sr ... o!. . • "e rabb!:; 

::'C("I .:or :>!. B" tie r o: .e :0,1. 

i.!.:• u::od • .. o say : " ll GO .;c l:~o · t .. at . 
OVe"' 11 non- :0'.1 \di( ~ .. H,. er . c Cl' ll1• ~!l 

~ -
. 

cqi;cl to a ri«l. i-r!.o::t? ;·ron thi~ Vllrne : 
' Ye sto.ll ':: orcfor "' :~co"' r.y :tat\1tc· end 

r:iy or cinnn.c,.,s 11h!.ch , if n i "'I o , hr :ir.oll 
l~ve by ~- e~. · _t r~r"' no~ acy : ' !~ n ~r!r~ , 
,cvite or <-'1 !:irc•l!.tc do he sl :ill !iv by 
ther., ' but ' r. •a.-: ' ; her e lhcn :/ot: cc.n deduce 
t 1 .. t eve~ ? ,,.a the~ :Jho :Jtu ·~ O! tLc Tor:.! 
~s ec:'t·cl •c c ir! f'r!oa ... ! ~n!l\~ 1!l ftM 
~t:c., is tr- .... cy re rewrcicd i:-.ot a • rrca t 
-Y a s one;r.t!lo does a thlnr 11 !ch he t • Uddc l 
to ·10 1 but es '>no ·::.o do • 'l t!"in• ·.~ ic• l·e 
!.snot co ~.:.ncccl . :1or ~ • . annina sa'd1 ' l e 
\/ho i!: ce!':·r.~.tl ' c.J.l dor:: , :: ~'!I I ~~her thnn 
he ·.the ~:; .n.!.'.>. coLi.·-incJo .. • _oc:: : ' -.J1 

• 1 cir s: .'!J t· ~t ! ti. ;l!nr ti o 

nnnin' :i:o~•::: tho :itt: .. :1 nus. bo cor.rmnclocl , "ot both acroe 

tht•t the r>o:i:;.,s.,:o'! and :Jl.1;(\y o: tl.o ' ornh is tt,o o\1~stnnd

in- er arectoris'.ic of l srael . 'i'he> ::t":>rt • e c"r nd o" the 

covoh1:mt "re :; .coral!. "'.l.'~-o ~ r icu· :!1' <t: v!.ne co~ l!n1 o;: tile 

Jew is :'er o.h ; h!.:i o!.ssio11 c~·111! stc oi' !.ts :itucly und ,1r r.c

tlc• , 110 1!C.~ cr·<'c .. etl !'er tllnt 1.ur;i1011 » . " ::?9 

:{e.bbeh expollJ'lded : "\"'hY 1~ it .onid1 1 Come 
l:y belO'.'Cd1 ~Pt U!: •·o forth into lho fiol dr. , .. 
(Ca..'lt . 7 :11.? The r crnol!..c:: :m:!.d to ' od1 
' Coru "'.y hclo\·cd!' C : c.ot<'r of tl•o tn•vct•:rn, 
do n~t ~vcl,.c us an 1.n~ .. ""1•!.trr.t.r. o,A 1.o' o citie,. 
wh:!.cn hc.ve ::tee.1th~ se;(Ucl obon!n~ tic'l~ 1 
va!n o~ ::.s 1 : ·ll f'l-sc on •h:; 1 

1 b1.; t ' lot ..is 
ro fo!"t~ !"-t" tl'e field ' . 'o• o ~~,• she.' 1 
sho·: you st'L::lc.nt.:: lJ\lo ld or !.'l t1 e tor :i.t. in 
t' e -.:.e st or t!'.e o:J!>ress!on. •_ot U& lrG.C<J 
in t~.c vilj__:?ccs(t. .. is · .. c~ :: D.J"'!.on·· ~..- t-ont. c 
Co· c a_1<! :- Yi!l s ov :'ou .; .c son:: o ~ . .,snc 
for \: .c:. ~' oc ··:.vc c..~ - ~u ·a....,cc or r oo "'lt-!; • 
ar.d ~!"iey Cr .... ~:.,' you. • :.r1t us re"' 1. o:irly to 
I.he vinoym-dr. ' :.r.c ~e t'n ... o :;y.~o.~oc;t;<.s :L'\·1 
sc'!cols . •_ct us :ice•: .. c v•nr, ',:; lluddo• .' 
!.esP rrc t." -"s':er ! o:· !:c:-1 •.re. ''r. . t er 

the v.:. •.e i.:lt1s~o1~ !~ ::- o~onC'C: ' 1 .I o:;o r• l e 
:-..cst.e:T o... is~"la! ; ' en t'"d ,o, i·r. -- .. to be: 
!...'"l flove:-•, •v!".e:::c ... ro tr.o •.c-.sto:-:i o:.~ ~alr.t:d . 
' There '.'. Will rive :;he :; l"VC , ' .. •rill 
s~o;~ the~ ny i;or:or , , •1y rr~n·~~"~ .. , t'1c ·1rr.1sr 
"· .. y sons a:.c: uat , .arr.. 3C' 
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Isrnel 1r.::s 1ot only t'lcri .o ·1o\ls in their clee-'s , \mt. they 

\/~re also decicnto•i to tile i•ornh--:ovenc.nt. 

Study is '\Ot a~ m~rl in i.ts<'l!' , tltu< }" lends to '·no11-

leclro, !-'lo1:loure learls to tto cf!':!.1•rw~ion of God ::ind ·.is 

oovonn:'lt, an . tho co•1enr,1-: ""ascribes a."'!d loacs to octiori , 

R. I:.loa.,er acid , "'n1oevtr ltlc s ::nowlodre will ul•,il.utely 

bo exiled. ,,3l •'hiz is ar echo o!' ;o]lltet.:.c t.iou ·ht; 32 
it 

is an incorpor.>tio:1 into t 1•e covon:-1t frac..oworl: of tie 

r abbis . 

Ther e is tl'e ,-101-1 t •a, all of ' !lreel !,~ e ~aced L"l 

~ul:!'illin~ tho covonc.n~ . 

As the pall:l- t1·cc contains :10 1r s • e mn•t.,r , 
the dates be!nr for root: , the :ialo branches 
"or service o: ri rai:ie , the dried \.I• tw.'..rs 
f:>r cov,.rin r- the su::!.ah , the :'ibor for ropes , 
tl1e leaves !'or sieves , t:•c ;ilu1ed truru·i; !'or 
:roof:-. · l•ot.ses so ls 1 t 111 tL I srael-- t cy 
con~n:L"'l no uor ·hlc'ir r: . ttor . So: .e o .. t. -If. 

1•c W<!'.'tc1•3 of Scr~.·t11re , so~.o o:': i~!".nah 
sol'!e or ··a~i;ada!. , so .. o devote ther,selves lo 
the pcr:o;:r:>n~e Qf ·•ioi s deetls , some to char-
1 tt.blr ,,c .s , etc . 3 

"'he o.,'losi tc v.l.0\1 is 'l:;o e~1·c~sed--all o: !sr:;o! !!" not 

As tho pnl~-tree yields :uicy dates • • • r nd 
dates of iru'orior ~uality and also ~ro
duc~:~ t"' !'" 'l , so i ~ i '": '.I~ ·;h ,. s1·ael: tttere 
arl scl:cl: ·· - v.:!" t 10re are unlearne<1 . 3 · 

Prior to ~Ice destrtictio• or tl e Tet~ple ::·1'! •t-o si1h-

SOf'!\•ont exile fror Pt>.1 er.tine , all o: t~.e r e\lard s of tl o 

covena.'\t coul ti ''e '.:!tressed ;:.nr utili::ed . !sr~el not 

only l1P.d t.he 'l'or uh; ::e hed lf:lU. r Or'1plo cul . ) P ( r.!On-

o.rcny . '/hc.t. wns to he.,1'en "./her :.sr:;el ' s r»,1e1·cls f: r "C-
c cove..rian- car.sod to P.:;~:it? 

Accord:!.nr to the r abbinic m1nd 1 the ae!\~ 
oi' Isrnel' n t ragic fnto under the covenant 
1ms pr ov1doc1 b!I the destr uctio"'! of Jer usa
lem and t!:e l'oly Templ e , a."'!tl by :.sr11el ' s 
c;:l.le from the land pr om1sec1 their fore
fathers . ~his con~1-crat1on of tra~ic 
event11 wr.s bi ';te r testimony to t l.p :!.r.tpli
cat:!.on of 11 conditional covenant . 35 

Yet just as exile 1n tLe biblical period o:iused the Jews 

t o rCtinterpret tl.e covenant , so the cate.stro.,hos of the 

rabbinic pe1•iod br our ht forth he\I thin!·int . 

It happened that P. . Jochanna:-t ber. Zaccei 
11ent out from JeruEalem and .: • • os~ua :!'ol 
lowe:l him , and he S'-\I tho burnt r uins of 
the Tonplo, a 1d t'.e sP. '..l : 11\/oc is it tl.ot 
the "lrc \.1ier o -w· e sins O!. Israel find 
a t onemont is le.id 1n::.sto ." '..'i.on said R. 
Joche.nnan "Gr'...evc not -we have a";one-
1:\ent Rquni to the Tempi e , tLc doinr o!' 
~ood deeds <Olen Jl7~'1?:15 ns it is said , 

For I <lcs.'...1" t1ercy ( i'On . r ·ri not sac
r1!"1.ce~ "36 

~he covena"lt. a ccounts ror the 0:dlo. 

On accoun~: of ot•r ~ins •,;e •mr l! axiled 
!'ro' o"Jr l!' rL~ ~.na l'o!'loved i':u· fron our 
co1mtry, ar\r 110 arc unable to fulf !.ll 
ot r olJJ.irations in '!'hy chosen house • • • 37 

The covenan~ r»nai:'ls intact. Daily t i e J e;rs pr ayed for 

t he restor ation o~ the • cmplo and the noni>rchy; they 

pr ayor.1. for a.'I e:id to thP. flit!spora. But even in the 1)ias-

!)Or a , the y · .. 1ero \:Od ' s elect. They 11ossessed P.is 'forah 1 in 

whici1 was conta!.necl all o:: God ' s oovena'1tin • '.l.lle:; hrd the 

mmor to !)orforri p1•ayer, ro .. cntiJice ar.d oer !.tor iou;; deeus . 

In di:JCl ssi!'lr b11:l1oal covenc.-:~s , wo noticed ti:nt 

after t r Tab:•lonian e:::le , the Jo·.;s est&bl!.sho11 covenants 

with tl,emsclvn!l to '.'l•lfill tre coDvmru~ents of the Divlne 

ccvc:l::i.'\t . ~ ar e t:ie ool!llrarid::er.t: "mich tic Isr ael 

I 



to r.od. ~lu tt.e corl!llandricnt s nl'e viewed e s concrete tes -

t !..Jll"nJI of God ' s love for ::ar e.el. 

Thou hnst chosen us frolil all !'Coples , Thou 
he.st loved us ·'.nd ht:'.st: foitr.c ;.ileasure 1n u~ , 
Thou has e:imlted us nlJovo ull nRtions end 

hou hast sanctifiei. us by Thy cor.'J a.'tdI·!ents . 38 

Study "'ld obser vi:.n:::e of t'. e ''orr! t1re impor tar-t ; to.hey ~re 

r em;iroments of Sine.!.. ~ ut lsrE..el nn:· do '"lore thl\n the 

spoo1f1rd, 

11 :re11 ll~d old 1Jhicr 2 I eve lt:id up for you, 
0 ny ucloved. " (Cant . 7 : 11+) The conrre"fl
tion o" lsrnel sait: to Go<. , "Lord of tfle Un1-
verse1 .. h:lvo !rnposed \J ,1on 1 . :;cl!' more re
st1·ict:!.o~s t~ an :'hou J·.a~t i"poi:e". upor ..• e--
n .d :! h:i.vl'l o ser-1ed troro .13't-

~very act of ct.ar.! ;;y is a" ac'" of ai'!'irr;i'lr ·1 e covenant. 

b' lo rT il'J 7 'b ;l ure those deods which rii rrcir C' od 1 :: , ovo fo1· 

lsr nol a~d !srcnl ' :: love fer od . 

Tf !sri.el can not col:..ect t .•i1r re· nu.,\ At once , tl ey 

ere conte.1t to labor a:1d to we.it . 't-.. c !>~st: o:~o" c:?t of the 

rewerl' !'or ertte:rin ti e C " VC.."I '1t nm: s,;st:,tninr 1 t .!.s bound 

.~ . Ter!"o?. also user to say : n:._ i:; !'lC-'t ~·our 
dt?ty to conpletc: "" c 1.·~r: , h\~t noi tL.)r a.re 
you exer:;·t :rD'." it . ::~ you h<-vc studied mtoh 
Tor2l. , -:inc r~,,. !1 f ui:!.: 110 f ivcn you , ~O ?' your 
El:iplo:•or is " 1 U·ful t•"> roco• pc'l,':e> you--a.-ul 
::no·1 ,tr.:! t '" en •ri!.l i10 !.n tl.e tjre ··o 
co· e . ~ 

\le be[.'.'.n our discn:ci"":'l c>'' :t.e coven;,,_nt ~11th t' con-

sit:eration o" .!.~s devolo 1r:" .t a.:1 :ts coi:.ponents in tLe 

biblical .ieriod . .Tc '.ave c.tte1Jpted to discorn ttnt the 

rabl:>is 1nhori ted n !'1"1• O\IOl'l': w"ioh t' t>:; oo"ld ndo)')t ~ d 

: o<!!.fy . '.le have seen t '·"t i is t!•e ocven;, 11: :!.ch t:!.es 

_srnel to Cod . Co•' i.!1stituted the covenant witi. t; e !'ore -
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f nthe1•s; each cencration under take:; t o Jll' <'servo tMc oovon:>.nt 

by cnterinc into it.. :hus ia es tabl.i~hed a oonttnuin:; re

lt>tioi.sl iu bet\/eon Gor.1. P.ml Israel. 1 t is !lt'l"-sible be-

Cll\tse each 1'0ne1·at1on repl~ces all foneration1< 111:1ch have 

!"1'eceded i'; . '!'he morits l.'.nd t c sin:i of one i:e.ner ation 

belo·11· to all eencra tio!"s ; Iartt< l r:iarch.l)s throuch his tory 

liear!'l'" the yo:.e of the eorncm'.'ldne!'l.h , t~e .n)!Sl) ?~y , to 

bear ·.ritnes~ to t'~eir havinr aooe, t.od tl'.e yo:·e of hec.ven, 

t~o tl' !HI fl>' · ! sreel uoco'f'ts tl:e convoni:nt b!• obso;:-vint 

tre eo!L"'IO'ldJ•ents (J17';ti j n•'d b o'sorv!..,r rleods o' covenunt-

al love01'1on pH' l:l .I) · 

All •' o 'la tions wore er1ectr-t' to !'ulfil) t e : oacnian 

law~ a'l<\ to ass~o upon tl.et:solvcs trc yok o.'.' heiwen- -

st·;<el cer.:!.t·e al' t~ .• ~ Jlc•re belc·ved to Ge!.'. :t 1:; beea1,; se 

: s1.,,el ecce:it.s Co.! a :: their sole ruler, :>110 so cc its the 

lJ '>JJr1Y, that Lorl g ives to _sreel tl·e comrn··.dl•en.s . 

:; . :·ehet!!1-~h seys t '''lhenco oe..n you µrovo. 
thal- .. 1hosoever ncce1'ts ove~. one sln•le 
eore!:andrlent 111 • h true .fa!tl. is deservir.·· 
or hcv 'nr t!·e "oly S])ir !t rc~t u!Jon l i::t? 
:le f1?1d t':i~ to hP.ve been the case 111 · 
Ol'l' f'ltbers . :'or lls a reward f or tl' e faith 
\Tith \Tricl'! ~.liey belioved , t!'e!' were eo:t
sidoro<l 11or .i!y of i111\•.!.nr ti e :ioly Spii'it 
re::i: u:>on t 1 em1 so \.ha. t he:' co~lri utter 
tho so!'I~ , &s ' is saitl : ' .'.nd they be~ 
lieved 1n tfe Lord ... Then sa-i; !.ost•S f\!'ld 
the ohL?.drM o: l srael. ' :..ne so also yo\~ 
i'inf t!·::.• our fatt.er !.braha~ in:.er itocl both 
t! is \torld nd the 11orld beyond onl:• aii a 
re\mrd ro1• t :.e faith 11ith wh.!.c!' he be
lieved, as 1t is sa!.d: ' A!'l<l ho bc.lioved 
i:l t : e ... ore. ' ... 01.-1 

:?aith in Cod. boeo!'les t!:e c.nr.mm~.dnent ~ e;:eellence . 
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It. Josh1:s bt>n llrho ~r 1tl 1 
11 'h'J does the 

soc !on .. onr , £ ~. pr ecede ~ ! l: sl'a 1 
C!<U:S 12 fll:I~ ll ~ L!tr-r~~m?-- so t',:it e 
r M M"!' 11·s~ ""ll " "n in t: e 'JO. e of ·t-e 
'"1" 'dt'lf' or I ('P VPr. l\!"'' l>ftor•JQ"!' ~ t~.e u " 
tu t o yo.• o" tt1n co.--a idcrnts . " •2 

!t 1s t l;o • '1' l ' 'l ne::r to lie <'dr od an.a th& l~:L..,. ~on 

of •.oivcn vt.!ct Pnablcs I:irMl .o be •:orthy ti> e-.tcr ti.e 

cnvcnn."l~ a~d o ~car ti o yo·~ o' the cctu:L-!:r.itcnts . 

yo!:o o!' • eo.vun a:i it O!l na.1r. :·o~.o or •! o c~a."ldrli: 1ts . 

uOI 0 o!' t' cso [•f':l I? nrc1rl.l- () n"cl l< .. VO .Tt::'~i::'.1 ~5 L:i,-

ti 

11".ta:f or ··re o;:r. ea 1'1 

SO!lC l'C'' l.ln 'Ii.. 1:! '.n\ rni.erJ c ~ Tsrr.C'l; tt:e:' "''r" de-

"..r• ctor· l'ron . srool ' c rir: tocil -;nos,. . 

f,ll si" cl h" "J•~ n -. 1·0 in t. c 1ro~·l ;! t1 
co c

1 
fcr 1 ·, >'" ttcr 11 T" C" uen,lo l•o 

sh'- \Jo z::ll r'" tco,:i ,' t;<'' ~ ~ll inhnr~t 
tl~r 190 ,,.11 ,., ~ cv~r ; tt o b?•r c o · ?:.:· l'"' 1t-
i:i ' r • :i" r "" r..y · "" s ~ ~ I · ar l tJ 
rlt ;, , .~;.e I I .,., • : 11 4\"ic! 4: r Se f l'G ~Ley 
t' .c v c trc ! t .. o 1orl'"'"' !.{.l co-:e ; 
l..o t · " .. t•~t "'· u!·o 1~ no r e,.. !"rcct!or:. 
o: . c dea · ··r'"c • bo~ !.!: ~ £' ... or~r , '1·: 
I Cl !l"! -- r ' .. \ ~.·· i .. no .. !'ro. rlCt!V-

e,-: , tl!ld • ni1i · ox.i:.' 

h6se vre st!!l ~f ~ -

rc:icrip 1 · l re~ -rcc-;icn. Cor ~a!:-.l= 

I 

~.ere wt>ru ttlo-o, ll c -l!~te, 'un .• bv•C: 1 ;i o "ore :;.ttr:iet-

e:· · rer· .. c::-c-

t!.es , '1•• l vo :.o r oo." t ~ t, ... :t ·;\.·r1 c:~co:::.l.::" ("r.te ~Y 

... C' r'\t>bic . ltl~ ''h" · • d :-er ovc l t o :·o: c c _. t c co -~ tl-

.... c .... ,, , ov n t\!•l'\!C 1 ;to un~ty ::.!.& srvcso: .. t o" God • 
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f.!l t•o:: 'Jet•e lcsn;nod 1 !sr· c l ' & fOQdnOS3 wt\D l<O!'l''\ed , 

A."ld vhc"\ t ! e Israelites f11!.l to :le ti c 111 ll or o·' 1 • , o . 

1s CO'~t:... ~.c..n1;s , 1:; n:\r'c brco- c: or o ... ·rute .. 1 1 :1 t e "Orld, 

Jus1. t. S a ~oco:.e.Cl' s:c.nctl '_cd nr.onr tho nl't1or.:i \:hen - sr•e' 

c'OC!: °' ' s ·till . 
lc5 The bl)) 1•''J,\' !:: one \lo 0 disrt'r r ~ ( ~j> ~ . 

t..e ]11'1 1') . ?or ii. !.z only l.rourh thr c or:-..c..id! cnt: ti.ct 

tl.c ... ·.: .r.c!:..'lo~1lc<.fes :srae1 1 
:- cov ... ncr .. • . 

'!'he cor~ a :d.-ent:; ere: :;ccondory :o od . ··r. do::!rcs 

th11t c:~ n -.occ;:n. t. c yo··c ol' l.cr vc!'l . 

r~- ... r:· ~~ ~ ~- t>e co~· --•• ;;cent~ ".t icl t1ro p• ei;lirrl'J 

Israel ' 5- - t ' ~:1 ;icrc r~ce1vc · ti 1•c1w' thr \:.'1." ouo covenOl\t 

at ji"la:i . TLe co'"".! c ·J:on :: ~rt: t"!.VC!l ~or l- ,.,. , not ro1· 

clor+.h. It .!.c on·:.· :; crt. ti• :'l · • .:wb•·frsion to o.ut. ol·lty 

otror t ' · tl I !: tJ•r t C>'''lU Ct vO!'"O!; ''::Ir l y 1•c!u1 ]':l v Gl' thr !'l 

to t r ··•1::rrc'"'" ,~.c \1.1.C!: r •. <•r "1cn cor" 'J 11\olctry , ••ur 

dor or so·-.10..1. ;.:•ari~~1·e:.:ior. c.:i 1.1 c~o don:1 God ' o 11or.!.n1on 

over : en. ~n tL.c ::e.dr~ei.nic pcr::ccu4..10"' , ~ow~ ovon ru.,...f'&rod 

c!cw.tl r:• or t 1 a;' tr·11i:rrei:t" ~ 'inor C't:: ~ wrt .• 11'. 1ubl1c . 1+6 

"Of tie!"' thn-: love : e ," l'ctor!'. ';o our !'r":.~ er 
r,br •1~ r.1d tl1ose :U.Le hil!l . 11 ."-'l ':cc Ly Cl)r- -
r--nl"t en';:; , '' i·c'.'cr::- ~o the pro!l!".oti: and the 
alder s . : .. !re.tt"'·-11 says: 11tr o tht t lovo 
' e ::.:-.:! !:c c·, l ;· ct>=:!ncr.cn :i , 11 rofcrs to t~.ose 
•tt-.c 111011 L11 ;he li:.n:· o: !i:r a":. ~ r1s tho! r 
11•:e:: :."or Le ~c.: c f t .a co:=·w; ·: c tc . ''H1y 
ere yo;· b•in· !ea ou. •o be dccnjl.!.t,;.r<'?" 11 o
ceu!=e ! ci:-cu:·ci~cd cs:· nor.. ~o bl"! r .. n . ::?"" cl1to . . , 
11 11!' c.re ;-ou bc!.:ir leJ Ol. to be bu,·n<>C? 11 

.,. t -
cn1,se :- l· i:.d t o ·_or nh. 11 11

' ll".y • r• !!'J\ ~t'!.nl' 
lEld ot.. '.:o ilc cri:c.:..'."!e ' ? 11 11

• oca. ~' : to ~!.c 
u.'llei:.v r'."le·' \Jr cad. " ... ,"h:• t.!' yo rct 1·.r n huro
dre(l lasl.c:;'. •• "~ coat:oe 0cr!'o:::' d ..... r.o ccrc
rony c!' ::··e .ulE.b . " !or. 1. 3cys: "~O'lO ·.11th 
uLicL - ·.ras -JO··nc!cd in t c '-\; .. e o ... !'Y fr!c!ir!: . " 
( .ech . -3 : , . '.osc ·.101md:: cc•4;;cd .o .o \ o I e 
l ovcc! oi' Ol' ~atber in · envcn . r 
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Collectively , ~I c con :::. .rionts co:::e to syr-bolize 

! srt1el • s :;poo!.nl rel:it:.ons' i to Go<!. '£he cnlond:ir canter:; 

arounc' thoi: . 'his is co!l'- :nuelly rc- itcratntl :.-1 '1 n obeer-

vances of tt c , e11 . ~c.ch 11e,·: dt?:,r cL°'.lt!l to1ro.rc:' t' .c day 

which 1~ the ~i'"n of t .I' coVc;"t.n\. . ....:lCl~ of t'.e tl ree ,11-

' r iri fc:itival;; ir. "~intrr.1rE:tod to col'l!'1cr.orato the cove-

net'\t . Pe~cove!' na.r' ~ t .. o lreoin .,r t' e s la\·es t .. 1\·, t~.e 

~ors:t!:i -,i:- o: j_ 'ol:-+.r:·; ?ante.co:; '~ l"· ?ro~o.1tr t:.o ·~V'~~1f of 

the . :rn c.ml •ho t1s~ur•nr o~ the co1~r"' ,1 cnt:::; '£'b(' rnaclos 

reproson s tho de sort 0:1J1~:·"' fl1' CC ~ ::n t·lc 1Cr cl l!.fe c!" 

tho oo;Jlo tlo;'ica~c.l <;o od . 

;.osh ;·fl.Shane ~1~ :or :~!.<:i:iur lee...,• P, t:.e .o"'t i lOrt:int 

c•c ten day~ 

tt'.nt tl'e ,;011 !1[.; CS l' l'nt.U.'1CC for U!'<.eJ i f ti 0 COVO"lt\llt 

::."lcl bci:c t~ 1,~ve onu err 1·t::r~!' vi t · i n i.. . .\s c:.c1 :row 

;,;oar is s< icl Lo be tl.o M.rt dr.:• c:· ti,, we>rl1? , so !'1.!.~'.1 t 

we s~y tt1!0t cnt:'"' ~r of to:-.c-o · · !.; i.:hc :,1rt .. C.ay of tho 

Je•i. rt l.s 0!1 t.-:!.:: car t'~ct t~." Je11 ac::.no11lerres r.is 

1Jilli n'"ness to acce. \J ot• t c yo' e of 'oo.ven °nd t~e 

yo .. ·e of tLe cor· ~ ... l cnt~ . 1.osh ... 9.st~c ccar:ez tn commem-

orate the sUL!'1is~1n od ' s cot.:rc'"'d-

reodin~ of :ona! • 1::<" 4~'0 le. ; t re the 1?;:tro1-itics or the 

ton days of re'!lent~nco ; t!lc ton c'i!l!'~ or rett:~ni.n~ to tl:o 

covenan;. 

choose ::srnol . 

!. t is tr roi:rh ' sro.el ' s i'ul: Lll1n~ its o·.m covenant 
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that the other nnt:ionn are led t o t·ea.lizo the !!oachiar. 

covenar.t e!'lc' to accept the yol·o of :.eev,.,n . lsrael • c Uni

ver sal• s1 ·~founded on is lar• icularism. To the rabbis , 

ns to ~sninh , Cod choi:e : s r :i.el to bo a 1111.-' t to t c nat ion!' . " 

!t is t rou"h :srnel' :l fulfillinr t 1'e torni: of his covflnant 

thr t ho drm1s God nirh unto h1?1self--el1d u.1to t ' e world . 



c: :O\P'l'"c:!: 3 

'r .•. SIG'TS: Sf.· :-N::.· f_:" ; .. !1"-~ :::~:Ci" 

~ho ,'.ecd ~ ...:£ Dif!'r~·(;'"\\ 

In tho lnst c· c-,•cr '.It: a::ict 11'-0<' t' e c1C'volo;inont of 

t.ho coVO!'U.Ult aoncoj't a t it.s 'acc. 1 it s~tnony'~O\lZ uiti orl:.h. 

'"he Jc11 ...,ut l.' • ln".;> t!·') ora! ·:1rouri"" ;1~~'0a"lt' t:l'T0 •1J·~ i'"a,/ . 

11e clisca--~o(· t' .;it 1.1
1 c l"r.bbi .ic i<.: .= ~:s.s ~. b:'-os:- 1, :>~ 

o e·.•o •t. o • c·: ' le -~d re: ova.l fro1. 

~oncreto cs oc~~ ~ 0:1t'.rcl: :· , 

cove ~r ... '1.. "ct·.10 

cis.,""n . 

bo!J1: si ·1~.1ca ,. ,. 11 s ~ .... o' tLc ~ovcnr""t 11 elev" tf 

'l'O ::Jr. . i!lt<>i-:· Gf:1'"" t n "ht·r ~Vl:l . l'l! CC> tral. 

Snh~:'tl - ·' cir cici.,~. · .tC"l'O , o··' -~ ol: !'!.rst elG-

vato' ~o t!:oir •·:-~ c 'Ir:-: · t.:cn (Ul'i'1 tl~e I:al:ylon!.a .. c::il"-

"~ c.·:" ;nc.r tc~ti-

::ion;• to ~ .. e rer.11 ,, c: t:.e cov~:1~ •• t . 'n ~t>lf!ll' ~· t:.c:c 

t,10 o\Jl1r.c t!~:is , t:.,.. , j:iq~ cot lr'' tectif:1 ... o t' e:.r rcc 1 t---'1cc 
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of the~ ' '>ll ~l>'t!11·ou t• ti o l·l!J 'P n.Y. l /Lile .~"l ! r.!.cotin 

t' e • u'e::-.n~ i·ve( crc-r. IUl:· circw:-c1.s~d oo;:i'..,s; in aby-

lonin circv···c•.s!.on servo< ns 11 : arl: o: di!lt!nction. 2 • ho:irh 

no+ :l 1clt11!0: i t• c '.loc<-lo&uc, circur cislon b~cC1:.e:i t110 

out1:nr< s' ~n o" ti c covcnnnt bet•.:oen ou c.na ~ llrllol throurh 

... b1\t.;.hL' , ji :-J. :l!: t ' .. e :;~bl•~ ':t 1n t c· sil"'l"l o · cov~.in1:":.. oa~ab-

1: s ' - ti1rru ·!. : 03011 . 3 

nhe:;o t•.'c- ob" rv~ __ ce vcrc destir.o• to core under at-

tr-c· , l1otl ::·o~ ·1.it! :..1 c.atl vf t! .. oi; :sl'ccl , '!~·ourLout tho 

cont'"r'. c.~ . ..n : ccccbn.:.. · 11 os thc ·r obDcrvf.nc1 -m!: we.nous .. 

Jcus , e:lc-1~ ol~r,.. \t!tl: '• llen1stio civiliznt!.on .. 1d Go::1r·n,.. 

to ... s.~it :.12.tc , 1mdoruon eu!.s,t.sl to concccJ. ~ ho!r identity . 4-

~11e r u lers 'l'o~ it,~ .. o .. : . o·.t!sh :-r1-!riot::: obse:rvfl!lccs 1 !:'lcl ud-

1nr t ' 0 na"'lb· t' ~ n Ci!'CU!'C.'...:JiO!l . Tl 0 ::i I s pt.~r 0$0 tras 

to nl·ol~ ·' t' r o''. .,, r c ar ct< l'.:.::t.:.c • o: !~rc.t.l ''i rir~dinE. 

i or 1 tr rclicio!l h~.::,. o!l :or·a.h. 

_srrcl 1":'" .,~o· be :io!.n1.111 vitl~ t:1e iclolatcrs 
of ~1ti t!it~~ , be~ r t1:-- t. , OOTl t' c::.selvcs np:l.rt- . 
··or o"Vc·• ~r c11 o:"lc;:;y Coer ces t ' ~, t' o:; shoule 
dc~cc:' .... •. :..'. e ..tE.btJetL , t.l>oli~h c1.rct11 ~c13::.on , 
or .. , rvo i <'~ t: ti .C'.l ~:.i~:cr '..:.. T" t:·rt' o:- r t. ti er 
ti" t l:o c:::-1 ii· to:' •.Ii , . tl:o1 .• 6 

nhe~ 

~1 w nee· o .. "' .i~· v r:-:1bis to rial c new lcr i:::l .:.on to 

'11atcvor t!·o Sn~cs Lire ort1it'.:• · yo1• (b"• 
\/." r of ~Sl!'rinr I.,,, f l)~'C!'U cc ..i~b~~th l ::.w) 

I 
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t~e~r h~V<' -c1'r'ittc<" !'CV 'thc t is in ~!1~' c ... ~e 
'10r:-.1 ";tc,· si.;100 t• ~o:· onl:,.· docl "r(•d er~ l s 
aible \lha l I =-d bean ra'bbi.1~cr.1 :.:• (in •1ot 
Jcr!.ptt~rull: ',. cons1(:ered a:1 L"l~ri!~.ro· ,., o:' 
·,:.c >abbiot.l: rest . 7 

~ 

of t t.c three !.t o~t:: l ~:: '0 • ' ;11oti!l . .;1roo'l , 

J ohn.nnr.n inf !'t.s t:~ t· t:t t' r ..i~hbc.tt 1 /CS ti o o!'ll~· cor.rc.'1.c" -

crlr o\.,,s<'rV" two cC"tn:;ocPt!v~ 

o<'cur 1· • ntl' r.tol:i . 10 c '.1:10 

,, . , . 
:-:~ 1:.1. . -~ 

., 
o .. ' . ... 

·: o r•.Mll I' jo!.:1 1.. to the 

J\ ·r.t C.~ \10 fl. 1 t :', t!:O SO!~ o: .. .lViC
1 1 S 

co:·!."1 · '1cpcnds Ut>O~ ..,:1 t.'1c co.:r 3.'lC.' c .... s , 
:'0 . t <le. 0!1.C~ .J .. 1 ':' f'I Oi..'r;rrvr.'"'C o: t ~r :,,. _ 
be. tl· enc ·c; ~or t 110 ~c.~ bc.t:. ?,:: cr.t\!.\'"'1 -
lt:nt to ... ll 1 ~ co:·--' •1 i .,... ...... i; . l .. 

.'.!lo '.I.or ol.e• 1 

cone~• . _ut li' ~: cnc1Ul , :.. , toe , i::; 11~: ct~ ~;:..th "'he 

.-~bb, tL . " ' •r "Orl ~ '.P ro• 1 ~ ~ · ... 0 c .. t,. :i_ ;r.b'>cth; l 6 

•1io ;.c.bbntl' '-. , •,ot1n·1>r , P. l:F'.!lh' o.: lifo 1 t. o •.:orld 

to oor.o. 17 

.. ,e cnn as::t·-c ... ~L.t ...... o Sabbo.th is ns 1. !•Ortan.t ~o 

'.C' 
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rbb1n1c l1'.crr1.urc no i l.~ to tho T'ibl" , !.ft not moro ~o . 

:ra~a fol' t: e •.cceptrnc C' o~ the ~orah. In 1~s .:ovolo or.an t 

t ': co~.c~; tet :lCttVe as :Lo s~·nbol o~., nll the cot.nc..!1f'rttJnts 

~:11' l:o •.t o .ro., ~1:• ohsorvcs 1t tostif' os to ·is accept -

a'lco oft o yo'.f' of eava'l . 

'"his Ol~~f"l"Vfd'lC€ i!: xoqu:ror 1~1t~ol' lan~ nor 

"1 ~J:1!>ll" e.ntl tll\"" is :"'11:.0 to func t.lon t.' rt!")c ·.o\:t t' c n inc· ;orv . 

:""t r r:ainc t.s tL• sl 1 o.: t~1c covo11:-·1t bcA:.\/Of'": or ~ ,"I !s-

r::-ol. , us" t'9 it cN ;.• to :;:1• 1•,.,li7.C- r 11 t o co r.n.: ·onts , 

so C"C!"' it c o: n to u:n-boli~c :e!': ol ' s t:C""( ti . f' ~ ~on::.io-

r q o en :- .i:.· c J~bi>rt• 

o; t!-::-.t ' " !.s ' L :r~ator o:: t!'e '.IOl'l · .J.1.' 
ml.e '3rbl'P4;i ~c- t...'1 eli::ir a~ li~o lo :,c o::i" cd Jc,.rs . 

illl~e~r !.vr ro,ort c ome:- rr ... L t' / r~.:-ly ~1 ircl cent\ ry . 

r]1.'1[ ol ~· r S'>!l ~: !'. . •0"0 ~ •.• , r' .n.bb1 
(. i; 'ah) : "\/il~t is t r !'c:· l'.. o:>!:' ~ho :Jc • c11s 
t1:.o li vo :?.n abyloni;:. tt.c t •:-c:servos tl10m?" 
.ni,b1 f' s·rcrod: 11 T' r r.cr!.t o.t' '.:'orr.h . 11 11 lL'lC 

>.1hr' i: •;t.u 1;cr1 of thor.c 11vi:1r in !t>.lcs-
tiH?" " ':'l.:c ?:?cr1 o.: t-41.tj en . 11 11 

.. .n,- .. t.osc 
\/:~o ll'",;Ct ::.. 1 the 7)i;u;:>rr"!? 11 11 ~he!.r .r.1•:. .... ~ !i 

' t tl"."'!' honor t::e: :r·oe:L::: "n<: ~e2'tiv:.-lt . 11 19 

!t :!:; t' c ;t"b •?1 ~l :.ct: on:-blo.4 !c:·'"'(\l t~ .:ulf11~ .. J 1 t~·e 

~OV' .. !V'~'!j ':Vt {"J )::_rtr.i . 'le h~VC SCC" "'!\',/it. OtJh01!:;o~ 

•t··r covr :t::"'l" o: ~·orah-co ~ ~1dl cnts tl~oir-h : O~'erJ U.'lc' the 

COVC!'l(_i"' o:' '°10,:l•<:' :1 t:.!'OUf'} ~.Vid . n;.c US" o"" \ri.ne20 a.nC: 

t ' I'.": \:!1r.f ~ervic,. rt··· :--,..">~ t: f ... covc!."'.n;" ~11th Jovi . r.rhc 

l'" '.ct:.c co:ico~ .io!'! on Isr:-.ol · ~ t! ' bo,. r or o!' t'.c cove-

.on -· ~ c.~nc iv• 1 e:::. rc~cion b t' ~ i~ bb!.:; . 



I! VO"'O 11ho o '·ne:•ve:: t' c :)o bb" ti. iro-·r r ly 
~Vf,..'l.~if ~.c !!': .... ~ olutcr , !n !"or,·:von 1 !r 
'li'ls . 21 

o' c' c. ,. Is-

rt>cl , rcwc-~·or' to ld.r ··~ 'or~l: 1 c.,d t.ho Stt>h:-•:. c,stif!.ct 

.. les':to~ ... 1· ~ ~ O\ , . or.: o .. Ch~ , ~.l.1~ o~ 
tho tu11vcr.se , ··1 c \..:::is~ ho!.!o··r-~· \=- l" t'7 
corr.t~ 1

• e!ltS ti."'ld 1:t.!jt ::.~·· rn lr si·rr ' us , 
c.rH, i 1 lovr ~. ·' :~vot~~ · e~·· r-1von us thy 
hol!• 3a' h"·t· - !i , "1 !;1hcril.-.. '1cr , "\ "le or !.:.1 
o!" t: e o~l"l'.!.::;ion-- ,.1.t: t d{ !' t•c1.,_: :: lso t • 
f~rz 1 o!: t' o !'V)) ~f co'ivncntions , in rc"1c .. ~
"1·r-·~c,. of •· c dc:ir rt·Jn(< f ror.: .r:"'t · ~ ·or 
t~ .0\1 •·:J r t- cl o:-r· t u:; c.~· h:::llouo~ uc c.1 OYC 
all .: ' · ~· .:i, ·· ' :'..!1 li:.-·c t ·' fe\'0111• he st 
r•i,vc· \.4 • ., l Ol"' J:-\'tlJ .. ' I r:: ~l "1'.')' r!. ._ ,,, I} • 

:-- :!.cs!lCd tiJ' t ~' ,,u·, O Lor .. , •l ' · , .. ,_ ... t · o 
.J~ti::-t' . 22 

... ,. ·1 reco~vc •· ~ ~o:-t ! .. 

........ 
' ' 

11' e t: c .:.~, l·a~~ , it ·.ti.:: t' c 

rct' o· 

ir 'let 

C('IVC1!""'.._" !n .::o"t·s .:!.'': • • 

• _lit:·=e·• se.ys;: 11"'; ~ !":' l'C'..:'r1': ·o ·he c:c.vc 
.r...'lt o" t!~o Scbbc. l~ . 11 '·.t1- r .. H, ... It'! '*'1 
r~r :-c 'o t:_o covon~1t ~;. ;l~· c1 • ~!'r~~t1 a~d· 
!s 1ola.tT:' . 11~3 
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'.ccor·U:i.- ':o t!'" Hn:!.~.'·ah , cil·cu.~c::.s!on tr'·cs 01rcccdonce 

the oi1•hth dt.>.y \Ji-t '101; ·t..011 tJ~r cnl'c-iony 1~ noi;tponric• • 

.. c inst t! o v iew th"'' the Ser.beth 1•· e'1uivc1o :'.. to ~ l:'.. 

ti c cor.~imr·r.:onts 1 c ir cu· c ' s' on count• r halancc:i all the 

by ::: src ol !.!J ,_,rLnt nr\.:•SQ!--v•..,'" t\ <:..• ~ror lr1 , 'i 't1 •r ut c!rcl'-;ci

sior. hoavo~ :n' o~r1.! "t:· :10 cnf11rl'l . "l+ ..• ti.e Sabbat h 

rcf1.oct:: t!1e \lo r lt! to cor:o , ho th t :ic arutes I !.r st>lt' froD 

i-:!.~ r•rC'l.V0 j ho 1. ::~o CO'~Cl1 n i '!.r Ci.rcttt oi :;ir J1 h:t(" no Sl f.l"C in 

u ·;ol'l <l to co1 c • .2'./ 

- t is t h01·ofor• n t ~ur ·r~~i:- lo i:C( ~het th!11 rite , 

orir!.ne.l ly:?. z~ n o:' .l}·c covcnr ... 'lt , 1~ o t~ o ~al~b:lth , cn~es , 

:!.i' c 'l'c: ':lab!:- t:, tr· hr r> rr' o_· ,e11!.~!. !de•t'..ty , "A child 

1::; nn--: c~u~tod nr _n'"!~ t~ c r~~e::·ntio:i Q:~ce ~ t l'our.h clrcum

c1:;1on. u26 Cno rust tn"o car· houcvcr to '!Oto t ?:e 'alaJ:e.h. 

An u..,circu:1c1!!cC: • 0\1 !.s [· full Jc·.; by bir th. 27 nu'.; o. nr os-

: ·11ta .. st , the 11!.cu is n::-J· accc-:ltcr #> _,· t o he n ft~ll prosE.--

lyto , circuz·cisior~ r ;,tt he "l~:"for•"ot . 28 lt is true '" !~ t 

- "',·s · hut s!. er. .. br~h .. - ·.·:u; c i rcu- ci"'e': the:' e r.:> callct: 

by h!:; :1~ - .c u. r' r>ro s •oc1al . ='" A:; ::. .., ti " 1 i l>lc: , cir cu.."!-

: 
4 c boi!'1~· C 0,1 ' o O'\lect . 

s::. n or t: e covonnn~ et Sin:!.:!. , so ·:oe:: circur,c is:!.on r etain 
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1 ts fu.."lc ~.on o: boL1 t: c s:!.t n 0_1 ~· c cove 1:.. 4; 

!'c '.r!ar,..hs for tho l r."\t' . 

-.1!.ll ·:.ve i.: :;o th<-" to hy noccl 

after tl oo t' c l r.nd o:.' tr.~' oo:our'11.ir::" (Gon . 17 : t ) . 

01' self : 
...-.,- th~· c: . .:.: :•C.::.."l tlCCO t ? :: .!!.Vi:.!.~ :· , ~ •,till 
be tl .o' :: ·o ' - -1 Pt1tro : • · , : ·-::' !'.<"t 
~c •' ,..1:: ,..o( • • :ctr on. 
: ~ 1-:.J' ehil<Jr•!':. c. t:tJ• •• .. c :-ror· ...... i:C ':> v' , 
t"o;• t\CC• t ":• di~:· •, ·'t;•: : .. :t- r' , I c:· .. 0 
!10·· cccc.:.i• ::· Ci'}i:?.!. · ~~ . 

" ~Lo~· Q<"CC r.!.rc•: c· !'~.nn , .,.. .. "'CCC''t 

;y ·1vin1t~'; ! V" , ::·c:' ·o "•'c.cou. t 
! !·' d i V.!.!'\!. t~· . 
!! th!' ~ ilrt re·1 ['_CC'!"") .. c!.rCl.'""'CiC~C:i ~.OJ 
'.:~1, oi•or :;· c· ~ l1r.•risc .. · .c:/ : i·"' 

1
t-! , t' f'Y 

w!ll .10 ont<'r . .' o 1 11·0~.~::o": :.c..;1d • ..10 

covcnnr: ..... t' ="'·· : ov.:- - :' e: ~c.:.cr .. _·:...c:... ' .... r\·!.cc . 31 do i: -

p~l·~ · 1t ~oos c~.1·ct c·:ri... boco' i 1~ n ot' nnl~· the 

si 

"~en .h~~r..:1c.: circc c.:s" · 
b":·~ !,·• :: ! .'.")~.:- , : r .. ~~ 

• P :;tt-~ :;' ,. ne 
• ... . ' " .. '"':,c~ l' 

"':"o _, -o:- · l'' c 3'.·.'(..:Ct ~-

c !1sr . J O·· t: 0:1 :1r.:. ": 1 J! !". • 1 ~ c.Li 1 "ron 
·..-:.: l re ! bor 

.., •;:_ t _._J.ll~rJ 

o · .. ; o : c y o ' bi;ar ~: r o· 

cc llc•· 

11 .los:;of . rt t~.o\· , c l.ortl 01'!" o , · .:.. .· o~ 
tl.o U.'1:!. vcr:;e , ·.f o · st · JJ.o ·o• t ~ lly .!.:: 
cor: n.."'1dl.Cfl s , . !"~~ :.f'.S ... ( !.V·~"'n \i S COf'- r...~d 
cone er i •v· tl e ;:!.re .. ·· ·c:::~ o!1. 

l3les socl art t i ou , Ci Lord our oil , 1:1•." ot' 
ttio uni''c::sc , \/ho t.::-. s t l.nllo\/c · uo by .:.y 
cor.>"n C.: e .ta , c'1' 'a~ corrr.nf"ed u~ 'o rrr' ·o 
our sor.s entor i.,to t!1e covonant of :.bi·a-
• . C\' o\.r f< tiler. 

:vcn o:i t:.1:: cl11lC :inc onto1•01' into t he 
covennut, so · ·· ;: I.a e~tci· int o t l.e T<.ix·c.h 
. he nuoti:>.l ct~'lopy , er.<! i~to r 'O< doea!1 J 3 

r- 'h~ J'cw1sit i.'llt!e.tion r ite .. ~s en ontra.."lco i :t'·o the covf'.n~..nt . 

r. 1 • '' 1·t'c:rcC'"1on o.' .:;1n-.L So '.m!'or ' a."lt t~o.:i• tl•e rite of 

oiroll!:lc l.:;ion tcoo:.c , t h-t nn apostr C' , • cnec!1ct ,1 0 Z:i inozc 

declor es : 

'..:.1hc !J~ n o .. cirou:.. c ision 1:· , .:.s : t!~:t.:1!: , 
so 'l •portn"l' , til- Y coul · pc r tiU:\(k . y 
self thi>t i • alone voi:lc'. p1·osorve t-1 o na
tion for <'Ver . ··::.:· :r ·.;oi:ld "O r.o fr r r r: 
-o l .. cl iovo t::::.~ !.f ~:!.e fount n. t.!.cni!: or t\. cir 
l"'rl~ icr !.c.10 not o~:'ccu.!.e:.~ce "' cir ni~ds 
tl .0:1 ·1oy even, · • ocr.asic:i o ' l'c:r s , so 
c: a. r oablc {'?.· c. ~ u; r."l nfl'ni:'s 11:-'i~c u 
t' .cir o· -:-.:.rt n:'.'ro:ir. , r:i~l, t i o~ Led ra:: 
::ec:o:i· J .. ,- rlcc "' ' ,ei.;: • ..i'+ 

\ tO!'lC !s 1.r:: 0·1 th~-·~.'$ t: !.!l "'lf'.I O ;c 1 :: d~ffcro-::t . ..e cave 

:i.!"' ~ x·n~~·· ~ab hr t' a c circuMcision. ti.at t .c .. e\,' ::Leys 
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o o:: al -

to on1·1 ::i!: i· !~ortnl ·"':.'.l 

in ti r . ~ J ii tJ'l'l.Y, ;;' c WQrla to cc!"c . 

To be u .)m: t.ccor -
, , ,., ~,.. •• ~'!...-~· ·ti' h1s 

0 ho I ~ C'.I 1:: to : t:' 0 c , ,, 
11 

tloc ic . ., ore 1 !: 1:!.: c ?."I\'. •·c-

t e ts : t.o Y"'I 0 

1:on: tLo yo' .c o'.: t! c coi 

""h~s is .,:1e !"C.Ub.:..i.:.c i<lo. l . 

o.to n ~ e•,;•: 01.0 "".t1 =.t · ·.:11 't.l:.:r ' ro~ 

. 0 co . .: .... , .i• :· . 

c :i . ,· ~t ...1.:•'t:i! : t"o 

ii'.',, ·n ..... t c cc:a and-

• l'O\ t: 

"':.i:.· ~ t ...... te-ca." 1v:.· .:.f.!.ed •.• 

nae:: · r ound 

lie lmvo d1sm1s sorl the histor i cal fr.ct 1r:· which in-

fluonced tb<> devel o.,r:ent of roLoinic .llo"L:rl:t in terns of 

t ' o covonc .'.. , ·:1sto~·y ser•1etl to rc-on~·orco ~Ile idec that 

(i od hntl choson I r.re.al t o receive onlt tr~·ns:..i ~ ~-1!.i ~orah ~'tel 

·.:1 t: .. · n , u:~~ t c r.;,; tac: s f ro! 

I OlO"iC!l in I !l.l..·n.!.~'ic~-'lt Daf'.!10l" SOI''/O, .o C!'ys tal li:ie tho 

r l·l< , to c'' ·-r vc r ir l.'. i cal ::urviv( l; u.1·01' • ellenistic 

!"r:c , t! e c:u::c '1n:; cul .. tu·al surv:!.·;cl; bu, on :or t :rc ntte.c, s 

o" t' o ".r~:- ! · -:t , tl'e causo becm·o r el:!.ti01'::' =•·rvi val. 

i t i~ . r:<'c 'ni.'r" l':· !'tuu:· tlf tt:e •ornl. o. i its a ppl1co.

t;:!.on ( IJ 'lOrT /l 'lfo ' ri;rr ))7 5 ':P ,, by o' scrvo..nco c · 'd:c 3abb-th, 

n.n' b;1 circt,,..,c:.::J4'.011. Ttrourh dod!cat .:.o. to '.;: c~e tonetc , 

scr\·c ~!; is elect ; ~.h~1s , tl:ey receive salvation a .c! ocrn 

1:-:-:or ':eli t:· . 
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his 01m ::ior!.~c , it ir c-n':- :!!onr tho coD!l.u•11t:· or !s:-tr-l 

thE t ho r y !'lt, l"il: t" r llc: -~ ~d~ o .. . Ut c ".j;.. • ~~· ~ o,l'r~-

!c car s._ ... ~, nt Si·~a~ b~,. i .self, lO • c~,· er :.:_\ro ! solr.tc' 

fror Tsrncl . 

rnul , !.d n .. 4en.~' t1~c ronli .. · o .. ~ ;· .c· co\'(• t;_; .. ; to tho 

contrary 1 •,o r.lso •eC:e it o:· cl•uc!nl inpoi· · ·100 . .:o'.; the 

•o elcc t --tl o ':.::uc . s1·: cl. ~·!-.Ol' 0 t:~c "'c~r~ t...l"C c.:1trc stc< 

11'-~h ti.t• oro.c!c~ o· 0 " l t' 0!' h!.J.VC !10 nclva~t•.rc--indoc<l , , 
t' .e!' arc '~ t f. dic:n1,. J'l.tto.r~ Tl.c:· er e r' t. d!.s~ 1"'vru.'.:.:. c :.ic-

causo 'w! cir ouvcn:u1 o: ·01•-a..L :cccosi o '~C!: :;:n . 

··0,.1 'ff '·~o-.: t l t J~t.c-ver ~to l :-·.: s· ~,~ 4 t 
s or.:.£ tc tho c '.tho r .. rr- t1..l"11l.e:· .. Le lau, so 
.t;• .t~t every nou h 1.ay lie :• o. ,, , ·1 t' e 
·ri·o c ''°,.., .· ' .... bo 1 

• .. :ccot "c ~ ';t" Lo . 
~o:· ~o h~;-:i!'t bOin~ ,,r.:.:1 c ju t.:.::c4 r. L~ s 
~.;_ , ': iJ!' •,f !' ... o: .. Le lt?.V ~~ Ctl •l ""0\' 1 tl c 
ll'.'' oo· e!" · ·10,rlcd "'"C o"' si:' .. · 

Then v'.:nJ ~ nc.J~ C!: of our bee! '!.·! ? It. !.~ 
c::cl1 c'' . ,I. - ~ ,~.:. .c' 'c~ t .. t' c =~c -

!. . "'e: 'l~· ·'o.:" :-? :o , b1't. on t• c r~:-c~ ~c 
o .. " ft' 4:h . rn:.-. ~.tc ~ole t 1:'t 1 • 'l :. • .;it:- .. ~-
.... :"\.:- by ,,."•"· 'P" it:"""' '""•er "to""'.':l o · ic;;.1 Cr 1;c .... t~~-'"~ " ·;r ... ,:1~,:~,~ T!_:·.-~~t·:.o 
oc o=: · c- i'' r~ :·l~c? ::cc , o: Ccr..t!.lc& :i.l so , 

!:!~ icf• l·o • 1 ~ !'!t•; ti • • t(.1 \ri:l junt!.:'j' the 
c!rct-:" c · n,... o,. tt.o rrol::1 · c · t: c::· fat ti ro .. "1•1 
t'.c a"!.circt c~~cr' bC'cnt:!j ~~ t'.e:!.r fnit! . 

11r ";" ,...,lf•?·t~ rC"'' t' o ,!!'' 'y ·' i,. :'oi' 't? 
"~, '!1.Q J ca~:- 1 en t c con . r~~r~' , \IC u 'cl~ t!.c 
2'"~·,· . J 

"~1e !lrotlice o.. .Preh .. .-!" r-~" !d s c.,a::co:\C.a.:~"°:J , 
tL· t · •' o~· &! ou.l.: i:i.:.e:•i ~!.c ·>4·orl\.: , --!.t' !1.0t 
CC'I"' c ~' .rou' \_ \.. c ::i,~ . u t' , .. .,\'th t:.o .... · ... '..-
110' sness of' ::.·n~\;h .. r: !w l:; 'wi e ..... "rc:.t:; 
-:>:: t ' e J.i'\1 ··: ~ :i.:-~ to ~e t' o :'o:.:-s , :'ielf .. 1!" 
null r!'l • 1f .\ . .1r·'! ~ ~c :~ .. _,oi.e. . ·;"or ! c __ nv· 
br:n s \ll'~"..L , bv• n:·.pr-· •-:·_c•re :.:: ~lO !.!'.:.\' , the:.re 
~r '10 trr·~s~re::s:.on . ~ 

~hero:::or c- , s::.:icc "" lll.'ll juatii'i•d b;· ~·ciJ.th , 
110 hcvc 1N•.co •.1.th o• throu ~h 011r tr rd Jenus 
Ct' .. :·~s t . 5' 

Do you not !:.'10•1 thtt nll oi: us 11ho ht vo been 
ba• ti::o<' i•1to Chrit·t .rosur. \:ore be d.zed i nto 
i-.:.:i ucc.tl.? •;o ~1r1•0 burio~ •1.ore:'orc ·.;;J.th h1n 
by ba~).:. ·--r- i~~o d.CQ. t : , so t:.ut n!J Cta' .:.s; \fe.s 
rai~e ., fro:" t:1e dc::.d uy ':I o rlo!'~ oi th<'> '"'e thoi· , 
~re '·oc J:l!. J:t \1:\l' in no· me~a o::- :~· ~e. 6 

in! , 1' roccr.tEld '·:; t 1:e ,Tm·s , 11ou· tl lend ti er~ to i'orne: o the 

1 i>ol.:.s· '.;'. c covcn~t; to l'.ostro:; ti.a coven~--:~ 1101..2 C:. L.oan 

\r.::· -1·0 t:-c iCclDtc.r~ lu~tf· l'? :'cr.t'U. r tl "Y 
t"i_;' .O" StOJl 1 C~ tO\ .•t ;i.n:'l.1. 'or \.:'C ~ :.: .0 
:::crpc·~t o:!! .c u_ ["n _.vc , b(' !..."'l~'oct.c~ n lo··" aocs 
(,i>j oi1°l'} into hror . · 'l.t t. e Isr~clHe~ 11'..o 
3too·l r.t : o·,,11 .iinal , t'.~ir "1..o"'".nonr: 'e- rrto; ; 
t o !.rtolrto)"!l, ~Jo 1.1 ;10~ s .t .1 a~· ! O\ ... tlt ::i~ai , 
~· 1.. "r lt'l',;~'lr~~ :.l!.C '10" .. dC:J£ :.·t . 7 

~!1oroforc , e. ~ ~:: c tlf'O o' t'.!.rtocn , \lhc. t:-1e Jc·.r co! cs t.t"ldcr 

t!to yo'.e o: ; o cor.: ~":; on s 1 h i:; l"Oro.l cb:u·r.ctc!·( .17lJ ?~ ' ) 

bccm er • al'r n" ~· ·1 1 ~:1a..'l his r.c'lsu~l .a!:cior.(y'j,7 '1 ~' 1 . e 

ti~r o'L:.;.e1· l'"" t1ons. 11 van t, ~our~1 :-src.ol sil"ls , tl oy [ ro ntill 

o~ loves ' r eo J c . 

,. rr•1 !le ( ' 'l::iJ ) zni t;o !".£\lbi :.v:: a : 
~!: er·'~., ' t' c : !. le, , ..,._ l ·r 0 in i· 
41ot'plt• l l!. c J srael c. ""nt:o:i un.:.c1u 
eC'rti ? (2 :;r, . 7 : -~.. 1,r :!.io ' <"~ 
:"o!.· ~rt'\i are cntororiz~r ·.d.th us , fol' 

ll!t 
_i.y 
the 

!•oat:iosc? 
er:: ·~u1·e 



' rel res • ,.lJ. the !lt t :;,on: nro as not'•i·' be-
.. 0:=.~c '11 ... l . 11 ( t:\' . 1+C" : l 7 ' -r r'ft )',. r : 11 t n~ o~ 
YO\' (' ::ilo.a• ) t.o:it 1 ~·:i.c· o"nc. i•:1in uc 1 ' ' 
C.~rc.cl 1 'l" :l.l '\Ot ;,.- l ' "1C Or.<'tl --,,_, .:i.-
t,,:_ '\ns I • 11 ( \:. • 2C : n} 10 

.\rr.itrn• Pnul I s chn:- <I t!\r. t t' ·" inovi t:i \Ji.o r.- ilul' (' to 

s!.. :'ulness o"' , .. < ~CJ'! <l hlr l·o!...11 .. <:U~ c ".'f f:ocn '.o 1 

.:'c.r.fon orru-~ H~ ~cbut~. l. '1 

!t 1!'! no th" ~u' :· • c r:·:r-t~ ti r 
"!Ci, .. CT" nr . 01.' ~ .... ( t "':C P.!'; 1 ~t . ' l'O 
~~en.: 'a~ .. r.t' ~ t 1..." •cc:.. o:·r: , ::".\ ·:t :· 
1'o r·~:.·c:: tLc.:·~ , -·01• ""'fl i. '.!\•l is t: ·· 
to '.It"~' tboc t "' rc·.~r .: o .. t>r =:. " 101· ; 
t: .ct t' r·1 • _... • c !" !'r· ... !':! u.,\~C'! :;.\ 
, ... ll • c •:. fu"'".i::·e !.. ... cci·' . -

cirni 

v' r .. ,. t' .c. vn!uc ,. •· c!.rci;r -

O't , ! Cl'l , =: :· ~c ~'0'-' ti:.r .. u !..~ :·ct re
oeive c ~ rcu .. r.~ ~i o "1 , .; ~ :~:• · .. ~:.1 i.c n,.. no 
o. h,..-~ .':r· o :a J"O'' · : toe ~ ,,..:· ::lr; ! ~o r--;,...ry 
!.an uho rcce!\•cs circu; c~~!on ~:.ct i c · :-: 
'rCt!lttl to l •' ' tho \T'. .olr> l~\/ . '·o~· !'O :;e
v,...rcd fro;- :::t..ri'" , !'CU ·.1:.0 ..... !. .. ' • .: l" ·::.-
,. · ci' b ti n lt" .. t; 1i'O\ ~ vc :::'!:J J,. ... ~o rr-.co . 
J'or th1·ot~ ·! tl•c i!'i.t: ';, lJ.;,· ::·· · ' , · " "'1 i t 
-for t.O l·C1 'C 0,.. r'r 1 t• Ol!'.'"'?C!"r . 'o.r ! . '1 l'iet 

l 

Jc.sus nci tl·.cr c!.rcur:oision nor uncirou•·o~p:!.on 
1!" o: cn:f PVa.!.l , hl't. ..:~cith 4; rour!-. lovo • ..i.,. 

c :ooli:::r r.lat•r-os ! '/ho ha:; be\litc! e l. yov, 
l'>c!'o:· ~ ·.f o:;c oyes .•osus Clu·ist n1s '.'Ublicly 
por tl·aycd :-..!" Cl'Ucif!.cd? _ot ::io n~'. you only 
this: Di <' !'01: l'l'CC!i VO the 3!)iri t by \/Ol'l:n 
o: t' , la\' or by l.<'llrin. \ •:!. ' • !'r.:!.th? Arc 
:/ot so !"ool!.s:.'! ~ evl ~r ~orun ·11 ~! t' c ':ipirlt, 
arr ;•e>; ao•.1 om • .:.n~ 11:!.'.' tto flash? ''i' you 
o::- or!.on ~ 1 no '·: y thi: .- ::; .:.'\ va'.!l'. - - :!.f, it 
1'1fl{ill;r !.s i.l vc.!!"! . Dr a-s ho ·~tho SU!l!'lies 
the .39ir H. to i•ci; r.r:.' ·.ior· s !l:l.ro.cl os aDoni; 
yot: do :;o b;· • •ordc o: ·~1.c li•11 01· by hc:l.l':!.nr 
\/;!.th fc.it'.".? ':'h\l:; " f.1;1·~\.4. ·.,+:.eve.:_ < Ol1 and 
it \.'tt :l lt c : or:o" ~:t l:!.: !.. • .:J 1• l tc.?us~o::s 11 • 
~o ~·ou !:CC ~· • ~ : i~- • ... o:: fr.:. ' \/t!O are 

1-- c. son!i o.: :.b~·X .. ~-- . 1:.i 

'.ahbi Juc1nh nnid : 
for !"'.one no l Uf'i<~ 
l''C' !" ,. ::- ou:· •ct' e!' 
er.~ ... c 

1 
~:.·fr c t on:.:· 

c : ::;io!'l . 0 

u rc:~t ~ :; c!.rcu cl :::ion 
i: ~elf \t: tl od • ~ r&
.: r:th::.? ·, !"'- ~ · c .'\ c: 
i 1 v.:.rt1 c. o .. \!irct' -

· o.tc.;'al 1~. ·.e w1c "'·c\:: .c .. sion hnrr ., ... the• 
•.ric. el.! c."c h F u.., :-: .o sJ:~· o r .. : ..:"i'.:: \l!'it
t on : 11:-,01· a11 t' 0 :1. !:ion:; t·"'c: uncirci• ci:;od" . 
(. ('l'. • : ., ' l'i 

.. :- ' -o t~""c • 'or n 1 

• c·( 

.. 
" 

e tells 

:·ror:- sncrifico ; ~ orus ~r" "'l'":; t:.c i..ew covcna~t o · tho 
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"''h<-' nboli .. • .. n of nncr!.!."icc~ ~ 

"It!!" ~ndeic 'C"" 1t o ' .r · c ": ... :·-. 

t'. 

" · b' , c.· re· " c'.o'.on, ·· :·.o-!.!'-'1S to cl~·· t the -bo!i i n o .c nu 

.. t !., I f4 !'.:C-

!'ol ' . 

t " ' .. , Sllltr 

u~s" .. s . .n 

, -~,... cl't.!l,. t r.mnc!.rl:s2:· _sr ccl1 r.s i~ t'!l\.1: 1 ~rl r.t L er .. " .. , 

to thP 1c,· ~--tt:c \!!.tl~ o"" Torch. ~VO!'Y CO? t" TC'l ·.ta::' 

I i'r "'- "n!," c~e -:" t' ' ;:or l cl tn co~ .c. :t. ·H t t· :i'" · ,~c1> 1 'rr~,. c • 

·"ts t:~o l~·t1:; u·.::..c\ ·,, ::.1r~::s: .,· -sr' cl· " ·:~ <-- • ic cc 

1: ~· o con~ar.1.':--ont:-- \th cl .. i.v•C' on,.. .. :c\,f. ".err .. _,cr" ....... , 
t~ '.li . .:.c: i·rct'l'i 1.ost noticc'1•l.l.I tron: r.11 tl.r. 

-4l'-

, r11icb t:llllt's •lhicl snt ti""' r.,r r t f l'f'll othor r oonlo : .>rb' ntl 

(' ~c! C • !""'U! 'CiSit'll . ·~oco 11c>rr tho two r ites thc t ·1ol' !' callod 

s::.'"1.S o: tl.:! co>enn'1t 1.1 .110 1blo ; they rer:e.in e:: s1c:is 

nu~-tl t o :ic~?1m•l!!•'ro t' ' c ·r;t ::.n • :r11t o:' ctN•1•: c::.s!o:i . ..o.r ly 

!.11 : . ~ ~ cc.·cor , .. ·rul cir cu;:tcisu -'it othy . :?4 'i'I 1 '-" \1£ s t o pr o

< ::co· tr_'?CC' o" Chris~in."lity !1~ on :...to Jouc. 01•11 en 

hr.t to clo~cn·! the r i c o~ o.i rcl'' •C!:l:Lrir: , r:.r.··:L~st th.t? ~ .. ttac!::

o! 1.:=cl5U"' , C" correct "r"r ... us . 25 ':!he '•!\i::;t lo or Do.r!1nl>us , 

, i: ~ t r l o"l , s' au~ tl · t t'. « cil·cu cis.! ., or .. brchrn Ui!:':"e1~s 

(C·(" • l' : 1tr t'.!1t1 17 : 2G!° . , , tl_c c.i·t' o~ i<lC"tt1f1o:: :.hrr:.cr" n 

::·i c ·rit' . O!"US n .• · t ' c crons. 26 

~i{'n--a ci·~ or 

1.!'hi s , tl C're:orc, fr s ·ocl 1 !; :or":;· ... ht. -·· 
t' ~ • o"' .. -:c_v:_,-- circr: c! e.:!.c~ to !sr:-r:l, :"ot 
n s"..~"' \11.onc o t' c:' :ii. Lt be ~~zt:!.'1.'. uis'..ed 
•,r.·13·1 tLo t~rc4 :JLou~ · ~.rr-'v{ ·.t-c- c·ir, Cheir 
i:hova-. !':1:.:onod .'c~crts :; oul<l 2aohibit 
tho!.r ni'· i!:E!l'n i'1to .. ' 01•ttso.lC1r.: . 

t' c 11100 .. o·'"' t' "'+- ci .... c,···c" ::;'i O', .. s obsc-
i~i:e , C'."' wt t~u~t~ .. ~. · 7 c b1~nd ~:·-salva
t~on ; t:~ urr is no' .. ~ c.notl.o:- covennr..t , e.~e. 
anot'.or lt.11 h~::; r·or.c fo1".:: rrot Zion. 29 



'1'h1s o!:rot:l c:!.sic .- riot. 1 ho'.:ovor , ncoos-
s· .ry for a l l r:~t1 , b\1<· _·or yov nlonc: , •• or
clor th~.t , :is -: r.~ \~c alr·erC.y sai. ' you nr :./ 

su!"::'or tho::ic tl.l.n :- ·•1·1ch you ·10w ju~t:., 
~uf" .. or ••. --or i. .... i' \/ore. t\t co~st l .. r r~ .. oc 
GU '~oso , i..o( ;;crr.1 ::. • ~ot: h::vl!' t'.Pcle ... . 

1~C:.r.r- it.f'l-
circurcioed · ''"'~: , V

4 :tr\tO ha(' rc~:-'CC c 
t:tc f ift s or .\l•o1 1;\"C" , het U.'!o<.rci:• cj '1N', 
l•o of!'• rot' sr cri" o : <'-' 101 :.c' not 11~ ·1e 
been lr· ~c ,;' d.c t':ioirc :. ci~~cn of 
.!!loch .. .. o• ••. ·oflJ: .. .. olcl·.:.:ie:'C'': , . . 30 

::.t, '·t !u ttd<!!.tion to .. ob ~ AC.:-r , .. c ·oo.:. , ""' ..... r , ! ol-

cl".i;;odc!: , vccob, .,ose i , .. o C':J , :r.lnr , :r.: \cl , t'\r!. , D~

vid • :; aon Chilen ... , .._ err·r..iah, c . · ZPr\ 1. T.~~Gl ·;ere Ll.lrn c!:·-

<'UJ:Jc iscd c cl tl.1 s '.lr.r. ':.l-.cir ··: t. 

-: . ,.:oc3ia1. clai!::cC ti t t!l · ortlh · .. ~ u:t·r~ to ci·,, o t:~c 

·torJ "; 32 Io c.lso ! -:. r. re.:· ~o 1 ror circu' c .... c~.ei 

..... ' 1!'L.:.!oso;:.c1·n:J o.~, c .. t r,z~l:tl : a .r 
o!rctr c.:.~:!.r-!1 i~ :--:C" ' l 1v , , .. !; ·~ot 
r1 ~·f.' .&.a • ... ( "' t' \ S ~oco· .t n;!.tU!": .. l 
ci:;r~c:.:or-j .. 3:i:c • - : .. 11 , ... ? " CEt~t.=. .. o 
!':i: : 11· ~ y c!o !;:.:i-vo i f'I co!".1;:cr r-ro !'0'1

.:- it<':'. , 
'tut lc ..... V•"" t-: c ~or:1c:- 0;. .... :·o\ t• lm:- r-d'?' 11 w c
CC.\.' :;,c "b,... .• .'o:-· ur ~·C\ • . · l., : • t~ : ''0-l th .. u 
11:h t · ~:.t c._ .. , , ··ou ~ 01 : '"1 ::-r t-1 4 1 ... :·our 
O'JC c~ .. ~ ~,o T ' ... , ri"' b:·c:i :·o\·r 
i' C'C't ~ !' r' , v0:0 1 r;ooW ·•' 1 " !fO~ t:ul'C" 0. 
:ooll.::: .. vr-\ .. • n 11 0 ;'Ol , C&.."'!. ... 0 .. 0 lVJ.. .CC 
1.0 , ... ~ ... : ~ ·~~ t s? 41 ".:c l!. , :::inc e i .. !..s 
i: f) r 1 \. I ~ct HO\ ,·c t•: c•·" •n • ·.~'./01° 
~o~c t,· ls : _ ¥1• t :.. llr ... at1 · ~u1·· ~, s!:· 
1u.··!" "'"" c1· -.tcin ' ... !n nnQ' ei ..... cr!'ec· :!.t'n. 
: •· C :'°I!':' r.co<,:: t:• 1ecte~:=..!lr ; the lupi ~o r· utJd:; 
s·.roo~e:r..:.~' · ··· C"' t. , ... !' to · f! !"C~,-'-' . • JVO.""l. 
rt..n !.!'"' .i!1 ~;co o !H:--rovcrc.;·"': . 11

.:•· 

~ 3enrr~t~on or Paths 

( oc ' s covone:..'!t with J ::ire.cl; t.!'>e "alel·nh 1: t1'e roe•' be.cl: 

tr o, . , ivin• in t .. r n1,·st o: • C!sint:!.o.."l "!'lVir on:.1'lnt , 

ti E' '"0\.IS t or.F cious l~' i·oclt>l• or t: cir '11'th t''o r :I,•' t one. 
,, 

..... 1 .oyn:: ·o,·ur !1t!id the cov·onrnt t o l)O in t ho ' oral ·.1hi1e 

~LO 'hurcl !v:i. t!:o cC'Ynnc..,' to be L'1 :esus. ·:ho Jo11s do-

-i!.c t ' ut f~.it in Josun !'ulfillN tl:o covc.ril!.llt ; tl.oy ful-

cu c:!.sl.cm . Jus tin . ::rtyr c lo•.rly O\l :.:. 1cr tho controve;rsy. 

!:J t here O..'ljt o~:her rattor , v :.r:1.t..nJs , in 
1/\.<cl. 11e arc blar.et' , ''·M t : is : tht.t '.IO live 
nrt i: ftn• tl r- 11rn, r-:·' ·.;c re not clrci• c sod 
1!1. tl·o f ... as~ ns :,tC\\11· !"o!·e~"tLo:!" :u1r c , -~ 1 
do ::o · 0 1 ~· i·vc .ial bnt s nc ;•ou do?35 

o--tt ore i s nt• othnr nd:•er . 

!~Cl on:'..:· his ri'' I to the covcn{l!1'., in1t '.l~o : i ~,oho csti'b-

lir'c· it. ~· t. ro;;inr o _.. he yo:·o oi' '·:~. c t • .~ idt~cnts , 

0'10 do!'!~e~ tbc :~iitf Ot o:.... oU. . 

10!1cl t o t he :'o!"o:.'c.thex·:: --no~ to ~tr~·' : .. t'O!"' .,!.~:!1 , h· t 

tt1 co·1s~ri.~ .. :.y l' ctur~ i!I .( ro- er..ter t! c co\·cnant . 



i:r.·.Ap,_ ~. 5 

!::vn .• " 1 ; JJ _:: J 

• oil' l:!.vos on ·o,,.ah i'.c c~.usc ti u:· -.r i· :;. lr to l.. r":-e:t 

·u-:. tl ~ .. !"o!·s~ " it le-

oo.u:;o of t" r-:.r 1r ir::· 

'l'ho coY•-~t! '.; r~: ::.:..."le t ho sot•:-cc o · Je~:irh i '.cnti ~:r 

tL• ~ r":- ·, "~ 1rit' :n 

cis•o~ an t' r ,r HY 

"'IOSS Of ... :;l'"C'.'?! • 

'O"'t' . orl • 

dis ir :.n -U'lca t: 

t'!"', ::or-r ct1ts o~ ~.o·''"r11 "c-~" r ... :. ' "T el~ . .ln~' o • "o con

Cr"I L c,._; c:r:ct. l"lr} tti C VC -,,~ ... t , 0\~ ""C OYC::' -f\~: :!'"' :.:i. ''.0 Ct.;.r i,:r,in 

a~ c·ct:: or :t. 

'.>'ho 1 rutnl 'ore.h- J.0:1:1 nntionr.l!.sr ?l' O!""';l
r1:1tod in cortc.Ln c;u:irtors 1 110\·J. • • .. vc Lt, en 
to t!.e c:nbu!.c j\lst o.s hll tof\ll c.G :;;u, ::u! 
cidnl Torth-lei;~ \111:!.vorsc.l!:m -·oc.c'\ae :!.'l 
otl.or out\I'tor i; • .1. 
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'70 be a Je11 he~ uoc. t to :!.ncl11de oneself tl1'1onr trooe 1t.10 

roccivo "ol' s covtmn'lt.--the Jovs . 

'"hoci;h ell :c11s ::'.tl;· f:ill short o: tl!c hir:h de::-mr:ds 

t! c roup 1n1oses 11-.on t·:!.!.1 , ho :itHl ic sul ,Ice '; to the 

!.n ol" 'c·r o!: iri;1ort::ncc ; bu'~ they ahr.-.ys reflect Clo ' :i •rill . 

:• .s lllW.)' ~ 

rn ,i_:rccts hi!' 1.~.bnr ·.cr-ven\te.!'"c'l . 

The r o ·crn .:el' r.r:; not be. "·' lt:: •o :icct'pt t!.c hl::tori-

uw::~!r.nic 1;ovc1 c t s r .. rc t: o o\~tr;t~ .. :- c:~ Jle~ or thi!: . 

'l'~e len<1crs o .. r o:;t. clo:.c.tts oi" ..;t.u.la:..:>J fc.~:;.. 3.:.o 1'0 .... l -

ti·cro :;;re no bi'l<"~ ~.l.es o .:::."lei , t' e o~ ro•nr :iot:l'CO or 
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r-ll covo .c, ... :; . "' . "- .. . I 

t.:.~c ;ioo~lu , noVC"' "t! tl. t .... 1 HU."!! i::---1 . 

""'l'O!" ~t c fa!, \:r1 o" t!,;. • ~r ~ ·ochl":n revol., -~~ l:. t<" 

S]li•c , 1:!. .• .l't' .. .. 
·~ ' .... n cc i.tr"" ·:· : •· c .. c :~ . \"· 1 · ·:r.. • 

c. t.ll . •:Le ~ c ... · ~· cr.c:-~o~ .. cot'.crn t.o ,:· .• , Ol UC · . ' • l e

l• .. ·-":l:<r 

;')~00, it . 

•11 t! "-1 roc.l . 

0 .. t! ~~.,~:o·• 1 ~.~· ::.Jt '.:ill ~t<.;. •::· "lO~OC 
""~ ·co i. c...,vo . ..,~t . voi .... ,, · \' O'r' 

.)o!ls0:;:;:·.of1 :-.. . ,..,n ~11 · ;o ,_,~ : - ~Ol' 1 ~:.l t! c 
e:ir h ~ ... ·no, · .. 1 ! 'O'... :;:~r:: bo ~o · c :. 

o: · !"'·' e::;a..:-: a.' r_ :. :. '°!:..-:·o· . 
~· c~c ''e he ·.tor ~ uh! c1 ~C'lt :~· l'.ll ~ c".: 

'.:.~ the c: · 1~ T"n o!' Is~·:- ul . ... 
I 

i\o l y.loys boinr on c. d!.:fcro:i• calcn<i'lr 1 our <:ontl'ibut .:.nr 

to differ c t ct.ei.i•ity ottr c.1.:.~o.tion:: , our bolonrL"lr to d1f

for":it "churches" , etc . i.w.y pr eser ve our C.i s tinctie.n. But 

t!·!.:: cloos not !4'1S'.1er t ho ru:u·ru O'ltal ouesUon of ""Jhy" t he 

tl~ S t.i~C~ion C. 11 for \ThB.~ purpose • 

It 1:; onl:• t h r o11•'1 tho covenant concq :-t thr.t .:-u<!o.ism 

cr-"l he br.:':I • u ion <. un:!. 4.y ; thn un i'·:· of Col° ;ittcstod to 

011r ac t i o'1s a:; ~ r.u :;t ntton:it to ~"0•1 J·o\/ t! one 

:: tt't o !'ouni'rc-r: i~ r. :-;~cu:..rr r. · o:irl.:. .. 1;5.f! i ' "nso ,j"!r rlo -

:itr cnrth, c ',;c . 

n ""( ,!°'.~c · c.~orc.. t"'.-:tn 1~ :ict tt-o lest . 

· ie '\o:i r.:o:-c t l:a.1 SU!ll.)ri"ic~c,l c.•1s•10;::; . · 'o '1CJc;l to 

:·eo.l"' !:O -':l:nt ::. ucv 'l'.~. '):;.:• .. : .. fvPn ... ! !:t is cl1'C\t~C!.::JeC: c.."1.c! 



o· 

i!' t'. c•r 0' " r1 · ~ , nc l:l:'c~t:; •' .c:· .l'< ct.: t ..,l ; HO.tt.hor 

c1rc~r:e1 ... ""', :ior •'o ~r··c..·· #1c!t","r ,.... t 'ti~!···, !;i .. !"': 

ncr t' c ta,.,,.er C'~ ci ' :- c1 4; i~' t-tl. c,.. •: i1 tt.'1.to 

t' 'l :i ... ·~io .. s in ..... :t . ..Lr1··t::.ri1 <1 , 11• .... ~ i~ '·(. r:· $:{' 

.. _: ... 

'"'Loy :vn t' \! c-'· " 'er f"I • ' ' " , ,... 0 n 

..... l <'<'t;: • • 
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1 . ·"r-:r..cis r ro'1n , s. .. Jr: Yer a"ld •: . A. - riurc , !:. -·chrew 
cud _.;ncJ.ish r e:dcon of the Cl <' 1'estanrmt 1 :ondon , ():foi·d , I<i':.5' . 1~6-. --- - - -

:2 . !bid. 

I+ • 

~'.11\lfnl'.\ll.'1 r ohler ' ''":ovenn.'lt 11 ' in rh~ Jou:!, sh .:ncy c::.o~ tJ(::'.I' ' 
'fol. 4 , ''011 Yor :: , Pun!. nncl ~lq·nolls , l ' 03 1 v . 318 . 

l ud•1i1 1·oh l o1·, Clol "'ostm:10'1t :Rheolon, t.·cnslrtod by 
A. S. '''odd , ?niln'" elphj.o. , · 1e~tn1nster 1 1"57 , • 1'1 . 

!'salJ· !i3 : 6 . Joi:.e Bihlc translations • r" ny 011n, sone r.re 
f1•or.1 the Jo111s1' I ublicntion '>ociot~·, · :1·' ::or-o 1.ro froi:: 
the '.evi~ Er' Stt' .c!:lr c! ·orsion . 

&. r o-u:sis 11~ : 1'; .~:oclus 23 :32 ; .::iel~icl 16 : 61. 

7. ~ CUT'UCl 5: 3; uCl' Cl iah 34:6- lf. . 

" · 1 ;nJnl!cl 18 : 3 , 

10. I ulnc!'>i 2 : ll;. 

l !. !.mhr:r :ot.101· , £::!... £ll,,, -- '°"· 
n . Tb1a . , ., 63 . 

1,:. . Ibid., "' · GG . 

15. 

16. 

17 . 

1£. 

l" . 

~c . 

· • · . .. o·.•lcy , Tbc 1:n!. t ;• JL the Pitlo , .'ev ·~ ol'l. , : cr'..d!.an, 
1"57 , :1 · G6. 

m'1~i · . ohlcr , Qb. £1...b., 'l . 65 . 

• 01.•:iton :initl' , •_·Le :cli f'" ions of : o.n , "c11 .. or'~ , · 1.u· •1er, 
l":ie , ., , 255. 

!.uu11ir ::olllcr , .Q!!.,. cit, , :>. 6!:., 

"n tl~o rei::n:l'ldcr o~· ot•r d! scu:;zion ,' or covtJnttit 
:ih.,.ll n1'.m~·s r cfe!' to a relation::ihi'!' wit!. Goe unless 
onccl.i'icd <:o t :ic cor.trc.ry. 

·, ayyiL• Scl~nuss , .:'he !4,fetiue of !); J0~(1 1'cw Yorl~ , l•nion 
or .'L~e1·ica.i1 "ol>rev Conrrorations , 'fc'i5'o , p. 17 . 

Gcmcsi!l l : 26rr . 
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21. 1. cnesis 6 : ll - ::l . 

23. 

24 . 

2'). 

26. 

C1?ne::s1i· 6 : 8 . 

CPnosis Q: l2- 17 . 

T' . 11. Pf o.ifferi lntrot:uction to .tJ! Clcl cst~"c'1t , ·.ew 
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