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Although the subject ot this theail 1a a minor figure in the 
register ot spiritual heroes in Eutem Europe, hia works published in dL 
17th oentU17 1ield a wealth ot material tor the understanding ot East 
European Jnish lite am thought. The thesis prorides us, with a de· 
tinitiTe lite ot the author based on soum critical reeoarch, Which 
col'l"8cts mJ\Y ot the niataken notione ot those who have dealt with him 
at all. 

Tbe candidate evidences vaat, it not exhauetin, reading in 
the literature and sources ot that era. Hi& discussions ot such phenOlllna 
as the roll ot the preacher, the rnbbi, and ot various inatitutions are 
illumnating. Bero and there carried awq l:tr his enthusiasm, the camidate 
is prone to soco extro.vagances with soao ham to strict schol41'1Ship, bu.t 
with a groat deal ot benotit to the c:miidate' s continued interest in the 
subject and this era ot Jewiah h1stor,y. Tho extravagance can be eas1}7 
triJ:wadJ hie interest will sure}7 recain. 

The bibliographical dnta touching the works ot Yehuda le~ 
Puchowitzer are sound. The notos are scholal'f mi tho bibliogr&ptw 
adequate. 

The rerienr b4a no hesitation in 1qing that the thes1s makes 
a real contribution to the studT or his subjoct and tbe histol'J ot Eut 
European Jewry. Parts ot it are worth.J ot publication. 

The candidnte should be especiallT cOlllD8med tor hia dis
tinctive English ·style which makes his thesis ot livoq interest to the 
reader. Altogether a work nob]¥ done an:l is enthuaiutical~ recommended 
tor acceptance. 
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WritU. tb18 ~et etud;y in Eutern European Jewiah hietor;r prcrr1.ded •with 
I • 

a great deal ot .pleuve, tor reuom ~1nl7 rcmntic. Diroughout the work I 

e~o;red ~ aeue ot personal inYolftllent. Bow, rcaanticia ia adllitted]T a cardinal 
~ 

sin tor thoae who pretend to the hiatorian•s cratt, but I trust that by contin1Jlg 
I 

se~~ to thia pretaoe and &To1d1'¥ :l~ in the bod;J' ot diacoane, I mq inher1t 

a higher •tation ill the hiatcxrian • • hell. 

When I _. "fV7 ~ I wwld tac &lone with ., tather to the qmcoeae on t.he 

Slbbat.h. 2bel'e, ill t.he mgi.aal duk betnen Mtnchah and!!!£!! I l1atellld to ., 

ta~ • hi.a ~u v• talu ot th• "old hem." 1he1r .maorie• tinged with 

regret deacribed ma ~ Bvope which nnv ead..eted; the place ot loet drea8, 

10'Rh1 •~1 79t atal Id.Hr.re. It WU strange and tar •1111 'but al:np and 

bui~~. h-. 
Oap .. ato.'1" • at t.beM Jen - a clothing contractor . ar· real eatate operatmo 

- .._,. to .,..,. ntticient tunda tar a trip to Europe. 'Iba the traftl.R :re-

turmd, the ot.b1iJ8 wald huddle around hill, tun ot queetiona• and ha waa1d baU 

in the .11- .flt their attention. But undermath his vat1.t1catioa lm'bd • oertaill 

•wot~~ "Jou oan•t go home again." Tim :Jiad ~wi\h tbe 

putoni ~11 ot ._,.. bre were telephonu in ~ and tndl 111d.w in . ,. . . 
laid&Dl 

~e poiJS o6 the atter wu, ot course, that the~ ~ilgrill• hall, -iv ot tbea, 

ceuect to th1Dt ot tmir natin regions u ~ ao:catiea in ·which real and pewez

tal 1ocial tare•• •N brewiJJg. In that aeme, the p~e to ~.·•old hem.• 

repreeented in t.h1e nwtT 1a . a oonsiderablT mmoe sophiatioated _jam DllT than that, 

ot the olothiDc amtacturer. I wu not diatraoted bT the ao~m17 and ita turniah

i:ac•, ~ haft ratmr had an oppartunit:r to . begin undeNtanding •cm pu't ot t.he 

•ocial hi8tolr7 at t.h8 Jn in lutern Europe. 

So mah t.- -cc-ntarr• mgasim:tah n08taJc1,a. Another 1m:ldilatal upeot ot 

JV N~ t• ~ JNIP8l° OODOVD1 the beMtUJll preooovpati~ll of om' dlV ... 

"'place -- t.he lllOde ot iDdiridual matence ia a lllrz1at at.ate.. imh ot t.he •t.ftal 



wbiala I oom:ldancl .. amhCNCl bJ" ~ li't'iiag ill the Son.et, all I .. 

••itS.n to their "t'irtue• am 'f'ioe9. lbat w Na4 am Mu- now ~ lit• 1a 

th• Sori8t Union 1e ao hopelea•q warpe4 bJ" ~j11dioe, pro er oon, that w are 

coutn1.l»cl to •earch oat aJIT clw, hinU, am interwea 1lh1ch t.he literature at 

t.h&t ccnmt.17 mq umel1'oomo1o\18l1' prorid•• 
b Sori.et echolan 11hcm I connlted, notUq L~•18 and r. Beili••, ·wre 

acoateN4 with an ~in know~ ot the aoarce•• 1b1a lmolrledp .. , how

.,.., lllll>la1M in a reatrioted .....,.. 'lb.,- W9l"8 aa-1.tW to t.M lllrld.st 1J1terp. 

retatJ.on at hi8tG17, 1lh1ch doe• ill-1nate' and illte~ argald.M lllCb ot the 

prooe88 and relat.iomhtp at "9Jlt8 amt imtitutiom. It 18 ua approub 1lh1oh 18 

atten .... adiequte in apl•inizw phemmm. than the ~ ~ at ideal

Utio hiatori.am. DHpite tbeee 'rirt118•1 the Sori.et ~ W9l"8 bu1c•JJ7 

ar...,ed bJ" their lllrx18t n.point. J. moniatio r&tional 1 at .,.tea ill which rJW!T 

phencmnon .ut be aplaimd bJ" giftn preaiae•, 18 a oloaed .,.-al iDnit.bq - . 
aecsente into crthodmc atupidiv. Lite 18 larger t.han aJIT ~ &ml the cm,_,,,_ 

ation at Jllrx:l8t apeculation reMll>l.ee nothing •o mDoh u that dark m:l fetid Tal

mudic cuWt17 which Soeeie and ffe111 mnn hoe occuion to outigate ill the coaNe 

ot their rwlm. 

I do not refer to external lim.tatiooa whereb7 an hietol"ian ot b.U' o•Hbre 

mast nblllt to an UlOJVllOU8 forward which point8 in antioipa~ion to the .. rrc&'8 • 

in h1a work. Such pencall7 lnm1 l1•ting throttliDp at ~nt thought are but 

an external ..mteatation ot the inherent l.Ud.tatiom ot a . oloeed qetea 11hereb7 

a ftr1 w1H appra.ch to hietOl"'T degenerates into eteril:it7• 



.. 

--

11Cbacure heroea are aomtimli greater 
than the Wuatrious heroea. 11 

Wbeiher ar no the ob8CNN hvoea are aomtm. greater than the illuatl"ious 

GDU1 a atwt;T ot the le1eer tiprea ot h18tal7 11 oertainq ftlubla tar the 

uadlntanct1na ot a ginn period. Jehuda IA>eb 1'laboiritser wu a ldDm' preuher 
1 

ill ~ out1117 Poland. 1'be atdl>itioniat mture ot preachen and 

Pl'MO!dlls would ard1nariq allow tar much mre tree •lf-a:pnuion than 

balaoMo ~olanbip, 79t onq iwe]1' dou a uni.cam peraonal ~V glitter 

through t.he illpenonal articulatinneaa ot Puchoiritser•1 1enam. HiJI wu 
. . 2 

111ither the gift nor the condition to tramcend what ZlmS dlacribu u the 
3 . 

atilW art-tara ot the !!eF 88N011 ot bia period. B7 beritap, poeition. 

and outlook be wu Oftl'tl.1' dedicated to reole1m1ng the put ill an age when the 

old arder began diaintegrating. 1'he tiguN ot the mw Older wu not 79t ~ 

1te1t ill h1a litetial 1 and had it been, be would •CU'Cel.1' haft bHn the -.n . to 

grup biatCl'T b)' ite toreara and send i~ reeling ott ill a mw cliNction. Yet 

a atuc!T ot 1'1choiritser can be renrding. 

A atud;r ot Puahoritser can npplalnt aom ot th• 11'Gl"thwhile anal1'H• ot 

t.he liteNIT aou:rcea tar the aocial hiatary ot Jen ill ~land during the 8"9D-
4 s 

teent.h century. Studiea b7 Soelia all! RauiD hoe alrHq prori.ded greater 

undentaailing ot that u.. 

lbe 8ftnte ot the preacher'• OlrD lite mrrar the ta.peatuounea1 ot th• time. 

Bi8 Ml"lllOM 6 reflect 1ocial churm..., alt.N'ed relat10Dlhi1>9 and conditionl which 
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produoed DIW llllDT .. nta Dll than a centur,y atter hie deathe In Ma WOl"d8 thrGb9 
7 

the pulN at t.hat 1ocial CVnmlic later expreued in Bulidia and ByJcall•h• 

1hat the ohupion ot the return to the put, the protagoniat at a ret'IJl"D to 

traditional religioue standard.a, ehould toreahadolr radical ~anpe in the reHgjon 

and in 1oc:let)" ~' 18 onq RpC'fic~ paradm.l. ~il a sdmlrpd 

clua gathers autticient strength to alter the order ot thingl, until conditiom 

are ripe tar radical changea, diacontent ia expressed through 1001.al.q NDCtiomd 

channels. Religion prorides preciaeq such an outlet, because reliaiou ftluu 

as diatinguiahed trca fOl"IB, represent a conatant reproach to the contradictiom 

ot a aoc:let)". In· a dlcl1at• 1oc:let)", where the oontradicticml are arbdq 

sharp, religion -r addreaa partioular~ pointed criticiaa tonrd social prob1-, 

but thi8 critioia will not be couched in teiw ot conacioue rnolutionar:r prop

aganda. Rather it appears in the guile at an arch-comenatiw appeal tar a return 

to the "pure• tara ot the faith. Ounnazo ~ once abrewclq obaernd a ponrtul 

t.W llilitating apinlt suppre11ion or the Magro in the American South to be "t.he 

llal"al d1 ,_ ot the aancan, the conflict between h1a mral ftluation on nriou 
. 8 . 

lnell ot oomciouanes1, and realitJ".• In the aw manmr, Puchori.taer, li'ring 

in a warld oatem1b~ controlled b1' traditional Jeri.ah ~tiOD1, could .,..i 

to the gap betwMA t.hoee ftluatiom and the real1 t7 ot aennteenth . oentUZ"T Polillh 

Jeriah lUe, t.herebT condemning that reali~ and its ruling toroe•• 

A. a.011n1ng 1001.et)" 1a not a h&PPT place. Enn tboee wbo_re11de at high l.9nla 

and are the bemticd.arie1 ot the atatu .9!! -r be~ the mra1 gap, tar nen 

t.bq oannot ~ uoape itl cowquenc••• 1h1.I 1a up.oiallT ~ ot the Jniah 

elite ol that period which wu ultiatelT, u part (be it the top pa-t) . at the 

depenmnt m.norit7 Jniah group, ..mjeot to the diat.resH• at the group. However, 

aoo:lal criticia in reliaiou accent• m7 ~ ~ apected mere In~ 

traa t.he lolw clazv, thalelTU poor and d1apoHNed. ~ 1oeb Puabodtur 

..,. be z ; r apol&a ot aa ocoupJ"inc a Jliddl• rank bebwa tile lwt o1-ra 

- the wandering mndioant preachers - and the ol.eioal elite - the Nbbil ot 
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large o-=it1e1 ml ~ 'llho parU.oipated in ~· del.1.benU- of the auton

cmoa1 Jewi.8h gonrn1ng bodi.N. Be addl'llMCI the~ aiddle 01&11 ml lpoD the 

protest of that clue. Lib hil 11atenen, he wu din~. and dhuVou]l' effected 

b7 tha oollapae ot the 81Bt.a. But l1Jm hie un.mr. aleo, he .. ltill innl.ftd 

le~ end ~ wit.h t.he Jeri.ah TaJ.ue 9Tst1a ~ th&~ IP1 and Md DO doubta 

.. to ita ftlidit7, atreuing onq t.he oorreotiOD of ebue1. 81Dce the later 1001al 

changes to 1lh1oh,.. hn9 alluded wre enginHNd b7 t.he .pl'elnre ot t.hil clul, • 

can und8nt.D4 t.h• bettC' 1t we UZldcwtur:l !Wtboritsw. 

~tur the DAD ii a ebellow tigure. Pllohowitser u tbe NpNMDtatin at 

a 1001.al clu1 1a ~ of imestigation u a lit.er&t7 ~ouroe tor the 1ocial 

hiltor)' of the Jen in PolaD:l in t.he leftllteeath ceDtU17• 

.. bec1a b7 looatiJlg our subject in apace, pograph1oal..lT m:l aoo~, m:l 1n 
. 9 10 

tial, bietoricalq. Ha-. born in~ in ~te]T 1612, t.he product 

at a 1-armd but undiltinguiahed fud.]T. 

1h• groirth 1a population, eoonolli.e burgeoning, and cultural fiOR1"ing of PiDlk 

in t.he tint half of th• ......meent.h centlzrT tJP~ a ~ tlomoilhinc 

of the Miah c~v in Poland d1Jl'inB thOM JN"• Dubnow bu jmti.tiabJT 
. 11 

charaotC'isecl t.he ap u "the semth of the autonOlllOUll center. ~ i'hroughout 

Crown Pol.end, and pG'ticularq in the fertile Lit.h'IWlian tllrnine1 .Jewiah aettla

•nta .UtiplieJ prolitical.J71 there wu a tremnd~ etreaa of imlgration traa 

t.he Welt, religiou inetitutiODI were co~olida!-941 politicial farm1 C1'111talised1 . 
md nn avam• of protitlble enterpriM open9d. Qi:q in retrospect ii it 

appuat. that .. t11r u the Jen were ooucern9d, the entil"e iJll>oeing ~ 

reeted en a treacheroa9 bale. 

B)- l.612 P1nalc had deftloped frca a modut ooloJv of Bl'tit to a large •tropolil 

which focniaed in it.ell .. - .. 1.,. c~oial aotirit)' and ""9Cl ui a ceDtC' for 
-· · 12 

the Jm'Ollcticn of ooiom.1 1Jrto the Lit.h1lmla Ull:rdm. b Fnl•h" oitf"•• 

fllT'OrlblJ° eituated, standing at t.he caatlmDM of the stra.n ad Pilla Jtlftll'h 

I 
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s 
,.. ., ..... - t.b• land b.r cleone, propwbj .. wi~ tJoca t.b• ~ 

ot the Id.Ill ad placed .SU.- 1IDMzt tm OO!lVol ot ~ ~ol.d1Dg alaa, t.M 

monarch himelt w •leoted b7 oom"OO&tio~ .ot ~ili~, . ~. there .. a oomoioaa 

ettort to oripp1e t.he mmafactur1nc and aternal. ~ ~~tiea ot b1lrghadm to 

the extent that ~· tarr1t on anutactured aport1 _. h1&Mr t.ba the tu on . . ... . 
identical illporte. 11n111ca t.he t.,,,,.11. ot 'futern ~~ however, t.he period 

witneued • ... .,.,~··--II' the rationeljsation cm a nati~ 1oala ot a 

vutq iDCreued apart ot qrioul.tural prodgct1 and rw •ter1ala •. . . . 
1he oraanisation and aploitation ot Cl"GdJll S.laohta holdjnp Nqajftd a tfpe 

at em~ and qpital ot 1lh1oh t.he ~la• wre not ~~ .in .r cOMJd,nom 

measure. 2btr.r wre oocvpied witb izl!olncl ~~ ~ ~t t.Mir .... 

ubliea, with ccmatting the threat ot tClll'ld.dabl.e national...., .. , With~ 

lUDl"ioua pereonal 11TM1 and with aint&1n1Dc 1001.&l. prut1p 1lhich loolmd .. ..,.,. 

at part:lc:lpation 1n cwroe am twnce. 

A dn:loe 1lbereb7 monopolies onr the eatat.u 1181'9 .. i..IMd, ~ !!""P at'IUP

•m, wu a wide.,rud and moet illpartant Nault ot thia 11tuation. B7 eztnoting . . . 
stipulated.,_ tort.he leue ot priv111ge1, the nob~•.~ unred ot 1'UdT 

cull without being peracim.J.q occupied with~ ~i~t:lon ot the land and its 

people. 1he t... ot tb9 leuea wre otten.T817 ~ _ ----· .. . 

An illsrat:lon ot the 1Dal.ul:lnna11 .ot. ~- !1"!!!i!f!' _ ~ -v ~ oi~. ~ t.m 

tolloring ••~ apeemnta •In l.601 Count a a 1 OrerorT ~~-~ ml 

h1I apouae Sophie entered into tb9 mmicipal recardl ot ~ .~ aNllda1l agl'9tmllt 

tor t-he:lr ludholdj•• iD the ~st .. tate, with t.he Jn'll ~~ 81~t1 1'\JN:llJd. 

and Ooets JWsow.t.ob TllMohimld. far a period ot thNe ,.an, upon th• JllPIDt ot . . - ... ... . . . 

f01't7 thOUADd N>ela, tM aNDd&rl wre to haft CClt_>l.e~ ~om.ro1 onr all_ the 

Count•• lld>jecta, 1lh9tlm' th97,.... ~or~·· i~~~ all ob~t:lam, . ' .. 
in montJ" or Jd.nd, all dllbta, tal•1. ·~· . ~ ~ were -~ ~ - ._ 
solute pr1Til.181• ot ~ pnn:t;-nta, inal.11dilig th• death penalt7, u the 

I 

nobl8 auoiaed.. l$ . 
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It ii paiDta1Ji' obri.oal that tbl poe1t1on ot tbl uudar u t.M dinot .. 1.S.te 

at t.h• peu&Dtrt apOHd ~ to t.he pmb-up re•ent.nt ot t.h&t cl.au. a.~ hal 

pointed out that the Jea _.. b;r no ..... t.he aole hold8ra ot t.hff8 ~' 

bUt he doe• atate that •a ftr'T heav proportion ot thea (arendara) 1181"8 Jma ad 

tbii eccmomy did P31 • •ipilioat ru ia the d18trib1S1on ot PGllllr ~ tM.n tbl 

Jn1ah oomnmdty.• low the quution., be ft17 lqil;iateq poeed, • d14 tbe 

JM enja;r a pretereme in tb'e d1ftr1bution at tbl utate lM••' 
1be anw to tb18 qmaticm 1-olfta •Yeal taaton, aDlll wh1ah the lea._. - . 

are the taot that tb9 Jna 1w1pate4 frca Wut.ern lm"Up8 lllden wit.h _..ii&......, . . 

capital cid appropriate aperieDD8 than otlm- el-'8 in t.he popalat4.ca P•H•d. 

.lDotlllr taatar, om upon•= cbanct..U.ticm at_ the ~laU<mb'lp •ta::11n tbe 

Sslachta and Jew1ah •s g • u ~. bu ._ po1nte4 on b7 a.eta. ..._ 

Jewiah population ot Polald, • ..,. S.aia, "did not tit into &JV' at the mat'IJlc 
17 . 

clu ... ot th• Pol1ah tndal reala. • To t.hia tGl'ml&Uca h18 uaoav.,_ cw .. 

HM tit to tab th• folladJll meptima "1he mt.hero~ eaah n:rat• at tbe 

Jniah population with iu ooant.rpart ia t.h• Pou.h ~v, ~.arriw. at tbl 

conclulion that tbe Jni9h ollu 1a alRp CCllllC"&t4.ftq io..-.... In t.h1a..,.,.,. . . - . ... -

he buttreeaea th• conaeption ot Jniah wtpolooJ 1.e., t.hat tbl Jn -- DD mt.er . . . 
llhat hie poei,ion - ia aJnp oppre--. ~ a cCllprinC?D_ at, let • -., 

the Jewim uelldar nth t.he Polilh pea1ant 1a cG111>lete~ 1gnDNd. nie rm at the 
0 • 18 . 

Jtriah exploiter u ob801INde' 1b1a aritioia t~ ~u tbe point ot 

Sotaie• etatems, a point. 11bioh ia aracial to ~hi um.rn-.ung ot tm proper re

lftionabip betwen t.be arndllr and the Sslaohta. 

1he tact t.hat the aooial. d1ubilit1•• at the J• prrrented h1a !rem littiar - . 
•tnto-. ot the exiating olueea at the Pol.Uh tndal reala" uplaim ~the . .. - .. . . ~ . 

Jew wu 10 attractiw to tm nobl._n aa an agent. '1bere wu a aer.D and nm 
. lihioh 

I aal.l natin Poliah aS.ddl• olau, ~ained and capable b~ineUmll, - ldght 

haft been entraned with the function. 1lh1' were t.ba ~-~~to th099 

<2u1.etiana? 
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l&D4 b1 tareo1N111'9, theeb7 Unr1ng t.he ncblaa that~ aoant ot sm.bt.Nm• 

would ner oa,_ thaa to 1-e the buic 1oaroe ot t.heir wealth - the lull. 

An e:nmt•tion ot the Pl'irillat• extadild to the credit operatiom ot J ... b7 
~ •eoviv 

th• oOD'f'OO&tiOU ot DClbilitJ' renal.a that eftlT adnntage_ am 1 • wu aooca'dld 

t.bl lend8r wit.h the 11p1tioant protieion that •Jew are . torbidden to aoaept nal 

JroperV in ml"tclP beome M woald be a d8gndat1on tor the land to tall !mo 
20 

the band.I ot umeliewn.• IJhil - coald not 80 •uilJ' haft beg~---
Chr18tiam. C1r~anae1 t.hu diotated an anmoloua pol107 ot the noblM tCllllR4 

Jeriah entll'pr1.•• to the mctant that nch ~ lllZ"~ob9d the Pol1lh m.... . 
tooraq, it _. ton.red and on ..,..i oocuian 1-p 1roup9 ot 2!!! t.hfta._. 
to lean the !!.1! U rutriotiom wre plaoed cm Jnhh ~lendeN· At t.1111 -

tial theH wrr ... pntey ocnmtwnoed. the wt Tiollllt raligiou lbw ot .i... 

1lb um:r in tmU' ~t Hhool.81 beoaue nch polalo helped preMl"N metal 

Jewiah dilabil1ti9•· 

He111Wm1 ducribiDg t.he tnuiti.on to aNDdau eo0Dalf"1 ironic~ wa 
that within lttb9 8paoe ot f1n7 JUN t.he attitw ot the Sslaohta .. tnutClll'l9Cl, 

with Oocl '• graoe 1 trca antagcn1a tonrd the Jft1ah CC1111>9titor to protection ot 21 . . 
tbe Jewieb ac••• • i.n then be _,. m.nm1tmand1zw, we haateD to u...- that 

HeiUJcwan u Nt'erriJll to the god ot olue intereat and not to the God ot AbNbD, 

Iaaa, ud Jaoab. . 
h antip.-bet:Ha Jniah aploiten md their IM1'rile Tiotim, the pMNllU, 

grew apace with tM iDDreu1nc ora1lt7 and ruthleaaneu ot aNDdau ezploit&ion, 
. 22 

u cited b7 Sbatsq am othera. In part tM agenta ~ dri~ to the• •tbod8 

br the ~- lllftH 1111>0.ed upon th• b.1 the Polilh landlord8. '!he ino~ in 

1-icration and oololdMtion produced a keemr competition tor 110nOpolie• and dron 

the Price higher am hichm'• 1ar oan we diarep1'd the tact __ that t.he ue. Md 

no long 1'1119 ~ in pNHl"riDI the prcduotin 0&Jl9Cit7 ot the utate, lllll. 



8 
2bl pNAllY _.. •o clepreuect, &ooOl"diDg to an aocoant talmn trca the Azoabift8 at 

SollthwUtern Rtllda, thG "U187 di8plqed no actiw renetance and the1r reaoUcm 
. . . 23 

.... lild.ted to ftl"7 &nor outbrealca and Pl"iaariq in .tlight.. ?et' in the 

attered breath ot tolbemp ad popular lldaae• lq ~ ot the holoo~ wldoh 

' peaNDt hr.r broke nv tM Jen eichteen·~ atter ~~t•r'• birth. 

!he Pol.18h wtddl.e olw wu, u w haft iDdioatecl~ _ o011po81d ot two els•m• 

!hC'e were a... mroblnu who ~ PNoeded. the hMf7 ~eh 1-iaNtioa at the 

ti.ttelnth oentU17 by Nnral 191Ne ._,. ~ aleo a ~.,. Poli&, I4t.iman.ta. 

and tJkrain:1aD e1emnt o011paeed at 1iba J.euer nobiliv diepc1He81d by the oamol.1-. -
elation ot the larp ••tat•• "1hW di8poHu9d 'stepbrothen at tbe '"'lr'U_., t • . . . . .. . . ·24 . 
llJ'I lbatsq, "iaitiidld t.be fielda at ~ which ~ Jen ocavpied. • INllU 

th• brought tbe ln8 into d.ireo~ CCllp8tition with ~hea. 

lhe nrr taot that the Jen ell3o,recl the patromge ot th• noble• at t.he ... .. . . . 

tu. t.hat the Chri8tian alddle clue wu eenreq limited ~ tbl eiatoarate, 
C:-.9'>.+ti•f'S 

led thee• W•• to eld.pe at the Jen with legal re& rictiona in tbl citiea wh1oh . .. } - . 

thq control.eel am through a etreua at vitriolic ~i~~ti~ lite~~· 

It will be Hen then, that the re~tiombip be_~n the Jen_~. three ot.her 

cluae• in Polillll •00~1 the noblu1 alddle clue, and~' wa an un-

heal.tb7 one, ~ the buu t~ tenaiOM which could bring clilUter under c81"
c 

Ia d8eoribing t.his inter-clue relationship, we ~e ~~ ma!!::!!cn 
to the relatiftq wealthT Jewish iu.eee ot large JDODOP~~·a~ or fl••••• or 

, tax-tarmen, beoauee their activities determined ~· _ ultima~ .. '!i'Poaition ot the . . 

·' . entire Jewiah group. Hawnv, like all societies, Poliah Jfnrrt' ~.t~ in. the 

•hape ot m inftrted })1Nldd, with the wealtq mnopolist~ at the &pn, and -

'broadening om. tarough ld.ddJ• clu8 to proletarian ~sea • .. 1here ~:re petty 

traders 1n the citi•• a tOllDB upon whoa the birden_.ot blJr~er oompe\1.-ticm tell 

IOet heavtq. Alao in the urban oezrteN wu a growing clue at ~ who are 

. . 



' tlll'OOioull' battled bJ' ... pUda. Die Jftilla aiddla md i... olw•• apilled 
"""' ...... 

Of9l' onto the .natee • ..., 1ihlr,.... cbri.ouaq 1n no paaitil.cn to contend tor 

thl large S ._.but t.1117 cU4 _.to •care •cm. ot the m•ll• i..-. 
2be noble• were not loath to acoept ••• ..n '!"'!''" whoee fl"anU.c bida tor 

prin.J.ip• ctron the teu nv hi&ha. 

2be plq ot toroea among the Tvioua elemnta ot t.he Jniah ccmwad.t,- took 

pl.lee witbiJl t.he lramwcrk ot a W~arg1nhed autcnomo1l8 gonl'WDt. 1be Hlt• 

goYll'lling oounc:lla which the Jen bad CaJTJ.ed into Pol.ml._.. inod>ated 1n that 

land in.to power.tul and eftectift Ol'IW which took into their CGllll>fteDOe prut!,. 

~ the total tiacal., ec:cnam.c, and personal lite of t.heir conati taata. 'lb 

ntcnOJDOUa Jewiah CeDOJ' us~ t.he blll"dln ot tax collection tor t.he ec!w1n1at.rG. 

i.eq 11Hk Poliah 1cwwm1nt. So ilrportant was t.he fieoal upeot that in l.623 

the I4thntn1 u •d lbite Ruaa1an Jen Heeded trcm tale Poliah Council beow 

t.beil' t.erritary wu cou1daied a eep1rat.e tax Uld.1:. In wt atwa, hwwwv_., 

the tll'O cowila cont1Jmd to opente 1n 1DdAicm. 1lben PuchOldtser publ:l lhed 

h1I 1ftlll"D G the end of 1he N'f'mteemh oentuz'71 h9 found it apedient t.o •OUN 
2S . 

. t.be endar-.u ot both groupa. 

11th the dlterionticm ~ t.h• Jni.lh poaition 1n Poland d the IDd ot t.he 

enent.eent.b cent1117 and the llli>.-quent cl.uh ot oluaea, oae the 't1P9 ot pro. 

tut which 119 aliall find in Puohontser•a 111'1t4ng8 against the oligarchic am 
~ 

intereat-1"1ddu u.t.re ot the naticaal and local coancila. Bat t.he relatift 

Pl°Olperit7 at t.he t.1M Puohmtser _. barn emiblad the !!!S, to render patar

naliatio oharit.bla, cultur&l., Ind Wenae ...n.cu. In, a lat.er II• ot ariaia 

Pach0W1tsv looklld back with lcms'nc upon t.he d.IF• ttwi.n t.he leadm"• ole&ftd to 
26 

the word ot Clod and lad t.h• i:eopla in Hie path.• 

Reoollectiou ot the put can be enb1ncecl br rep'W't, and in an IB• ot aolim 

there ia a tencleno7 to look b10t q>on t.he put u a "ParadiH lost.• We mast 

•llo benre ot h.U.tical e:aggvatiom in the nm ot the preaahen ...... 

~I 
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lea99D =- ........ . 

In ardat to ...... holum.U.•• Wl'itU. w mat .i.. attad ~ to b 

role at reJJcua 1a h!8 •oot.tr• lllM>2ni• - tho 1Uololiaal up:reai• d tM 

domlJUUXt eooial __. in •_..11at.b otMuz7' Pol.Uh Jwi.lh lit•• Polilb abb1n1ea 

was not onlJ' a tMeJ.osioal faoal.11J"1 lNt alao an upeot ot the plutooftt.io 111 ,,.,. 

power. In actditl• to ba.g a "mpiritaal lemder,• the Nbbl .. a J.edmtor m 

jll!ge 1n •ttera ot 1-. 2bo re.,_. ot the rali>ia, bwd cm U.. falw11o :a..i. 

.-stem, ~ lldapted that 8J8t.I to the n-. ct th• elstoaNm. :ra 
the oounau., tho Nbb:t.a .......,,Md fiscal. and juridicial deoidona with the ti ... 

ot Jewish law. h7 aleo ~ penal.ties tor the trm11P'9uion ot ~ 

deoieiom. In t.bia am.r the rabb18 tocueed the ol1gtlrChlo ftl'lftllp ot tile 

~ clue t.broQlh t.he pria ot tradi1d.onal .lniah relJ.d,ou 01ll.ture. 

H0119'19r1 the 1"l1bM.a who participated in the deliheratiau ot t.be •1111DU. ,.... 

the ideologioal Npl"9..n&lna ot the ollgarch7• ibe tone Oil tbe ~ beSlll 

d0111nantlJ' rel1glou1 b other olae•••• the petty trade.-n, l"U'tio91 mnu1 

laborers, and eY• tbe MSah paupers found religious exponents ot thm J)091tt.e 

Al earq .. 1623 the 14thuan1an !!.!!. ... mnd ma to condem the ~ .,.. 

aoD1 who tab th• ~ ot preaching !!!tear and deliftrinr ritual de«'• .. 
. 33 

without t.he ,.....dan ot higher authorit7. • 1he repltition Oil t.b1a oOnlla-

nation :tn 1667 11U mOl•&l'7 beoai• theae •DH.cant teaolm.-a -1 ~ .U-

1ttied a social •od and could not be aboliahed by ftl'bal attacta. !9Ma t.he 

and Mld.·att1oial la....- clergy - lower judgee, preachere, and t.eachere - who 

IP01- tor tbe ldAld1e oluse In th18 intermediate i.,er Jehw:la I.oeb !WlhowltHI" 

fCJllDd h18 pl.a .. 

i:°tOlri•'f diate tai~ background waa mid~ claas in ohucter. Although 

h1a maternal anooatartl wre actual.lT m~• ot Fol.am 1• highest rabb1nioal ll"OUPilll• 

hia tather•a t..s.q,... relatinq obllcure. 

~ h1a mother'• a!d• he traced h18 de8Cent trta IaaM b. Bnalel Ott~ Ulll 



u 
Itaac

1
• aon-S..3-, .,_ '911Mlc. lie Iii~ h~ "at th• bzwh ot ~· _, 

preemmmt :l.n h1I aemratiaa. ~~ r.w b. Bnal9l, anct b18 aan-m-i., the 

great am. Babb:I. .._ Po11ut. • r.w wu one ot the pioD9lll'1 ot W-M• 

in Polam. in the ft.fte.nh 09lltial71 a oOll'liuporar:r ot thl great Sbolca ShaMem 

ot Imlin. ~ waa aa Oll't.tend1ng lepl authcr:l.v and W21' d:f.tt:l.mltiu _.. 

referred to h1.lfe · DlllbitMr o:l.te1 a llUlber ot wll-Jmown a---•· 1n wtd.ah r.u.•1 . JS _,,_ 
opim.om are qaoted. Jllooa a ret8NDOe in ~ Ip!rhst JWrtt• it 11 appaeatt 

1auo . 
that ' "' oCJll>Oeed a t•'wctl.c oowqtarr which wu unt~unate]J' 109t. 

Abram Pollack na a rabbi in Wbaal. fl"Cll 1577 to 1599. He_. aae ot t.he tm ...... . 
llfar8B>8t am et·....u,- great •cholarl" who .... imited to •ndQNe 7 7' 75 b • 

. 36 -
Hapbtali•a clauio ~on the Mldruh1 "llatnot ~um.• Joel 81l'IU 

(the lWm) mntiona aa ard:l.nance prcmaJcated bJ' Pollack. 

~Ma father•• lid• l\lohor.1.tser•a t~, although learDed ad poesfM7 ott-. . . 
ic1ale1 wre not pl'Cm1mnt. 9oth hie tathq Joe~pi _ Panower, and the 81'and-

.37 
father fer who he wu naed, Jehuda Ioeb Parsonr, J>Ueued t.he rabbild.oal titla. 

Puchor.ttser Nter• to tld.a gramtather u a "famua 1raan.. one ot the luahm1.e1 . 38 ~ 

ot the geneation. • 

b acanv re..U t1l ... :i,. Id.thuanian rabbis alma tial it 1Jlpoea1b1- to .... 

mm hia gnndtathlr•1 naot etatua, but it :I.a ol~ar *118* ~ deaoript:l.on heN y 

.CC8poeed JIOl'9 ot t1llal. dnotion than ot accur&C)"e PuohCJllt'itser•a . cmi tath_. l8tt 

no 111rk in the :i...z.md literaliure u did Ida ccmtupar&17' IHao b. Beulal. ~ 

the othet. hand, t .. repitUion ot theae pra:l.8ea bJ' Pdchowitzer1s contemporar1ea, 
39 40 

· loses be lfenahem ot Pftgm and lloae1 Hagis as well u ill the endonwnt.I 

· ot PuchoWitser•1 boob a:lght indicate that Parzower1 father ot our subject, ,... 

1'911811bereci u a re:u,L om teacher. 

Both If h1a father and gramtather are, as w haw remarked, acocrdecl th• 
41 

l'lbbUiioal title but th1a hcnor reten to an 1*tidual•s attt1nwtnt in lmOll'-
' . 42 . 

ledge ot the TQNb r&thel' than to h18 oa111ng. lfolMver, he does apecitioall7 

•ntion th» his grandfather was a "g29 t rabbi,• 1n this instance speaking ot 

h1a Protessicn. Although tami]J' naes were assigned in a ratbR hapha~....., 



l3 

in that &&91 1lhal'a ii & PGNillll.litJ- tUt Je~ Lolb PusGllW ipd •- Um ia 
43 

the o:lt7 at PUald.w (Jll'«molmed .._. •• 1D !'idd1•h). PRoh1ft :I.I looaW 

in n1tern I4thuald&, cm thl Polilll 'bc1Ne1 in t he labli.D Wot. BMideaoe 

priT.l.ligH tfll' J .. 1D Parablft a. tUlft found mntiomd in l56S. h• zicbt.9 

were reattil9cl • 11111 S1c'•md min 1623, :ln ~to eetti. a dUpute be

tween the Q:l.Q' mgUV&tu m:l the eldera ot the Jen. Ten J9&r• later BJll ad

i1law IV repeated the grant ot remd~oe p.r:l.Tiligea, ainot each 1111r -..rail cm 
t\'r ...... 

the Polish ~om d!d not autcmatic~ recognise the pr.lviligea ' , g 1'T h:ll 

predecessor• 

h trend ot nenta 1n Parchiw ~litiee the constant •traale. babHD 1'il 

Qutiatian middle olu•, Npl'e88Dted bT it. ..;:lltrate•, llDd t.h• "-• tb:ll .. 

part ot the preuure 11h1oh e&Md the Jen to wander eaatwud, m:l thl eon ~ 

Jehuda Loeb Parsower M1' haft been ewept into P1Dlk wit.h t.h:la atre• ot ~ 

tion. 

Whatewr rea1on m..t. tfll' asauming that Jehuda Ioeb ~ wa.e a t:ll"utioUs 

rabbi, it 1a not at all llkel1' that Puchoritser'• father, ~ Jollepb1 oooapW 

IUCh a poet. He did bear the rabbinical ti tJ.e 1 but he 1• described onll' u a 
4S 

"torantn (•ldlled ~ ot the Jaw), a vagtW appelation which nd&tit app~ 

t o ~ learned J*'8011e 

Puchowitser•a gl'IU:IUathll' ft8 obvioual1' dead b1' the tU. the ta:l.:11' re•~ 

in Pinsk, tor Jeri1b austam torb1d8 naming ohild1'en at~ liviqr tcrebearll. liq 

our subject b.ra the nrmme "Puohowitzer" is not known. He speak• ot h&Ting 

11ottioiated :ln _,,. I4tlman1an oClllllWd.ties" which he leaves unnamed, and it 18 

PG111ble that om ot tbell villages was the Lithuanian cOJllllUDity ot Puchowits, 

in the Ltimk D1a1irlot. 

In the naari1hillg ed. t7 at Pin8k Joeeph Parsonr railed a tud.ly in ~ 1'.ni-

ditional ~· ot the '!WU. nie on]T gleam ot intGl'at:lon o~ the t..U,

comas through th• -ti.an d bT Puahow:l.tser ot ~~ Dand ••• eon ot ., ~, 

the great ~bi II~ Zeeb, a SS 1D Zolld.•• • a. .. in we wt '*°-' 

-· I 



-
the la11dator;r JINHntatiOD1 t• hohowit1er•• ..._. did. -' i.a. ..., 11et,1• 

ilrpl'e81iOll on th9 hi8tca"J' ol 1.olld.n. rn hie o...-.a... Nl'iee ot ...... 

ot rabb:lld.oal ~ at_ that NP.Giit BaMr repeau P\lohont..-•• ,..,.. nt bu 

nothing ... to Mcie 

Prca the taot that both brot;hen Nl'necl . the nbbild.oal title it ia ~ tllat 

th81 wn educated in the TaJmd ml Codllh u.i eztNDta ~ ftl"lou . Niii ••• 

the toUOldllg N~ta t• the degl'Me "1he re~ 11U8 ~ B ,.. 

dalnded ot the oadidate tor ardinatioa that h• ehOald be th•~ •• 11d . u 
" all lae, oCllMDtari•e, and PoeW a buio lmowl.edp ot th• .,,,_., md Oldn. 

h8 
'lhe cam~te tor. tb9 pl"1T1.lip ·ot btd.Dg 011 '"4 1....a w to lie ~ 

~ . . 
in the roar ·'"-'Sa' Ulll to haft wt.Nd the 11eohnique ol te'-tto ..... ~ . . So 
~ no am .. ..Wmcl unln1 he had learnld the Tur •Ycnh Ila' 111i11 n . ~ 
'Holben Jlt.ahpatl ... U he had mitered T&bmd and the laW ~· 

In h1a writ1Dc& hllhcnd.t..- dUpl.qm a broad lm•ledae ot Talmd m C1dl .. 

hi- a reu.pa. llttlcdal u wll u ._. a lllpm 1D that J*i,oc:l, ...., ,.. a _... 

ts. prooe•• -...i.. it 18 reud"!,,,. to uw ~t the balk ot ht. ..._ 

• cation wu aoqu1ac1iabiaMl'l»r19 .... rn additS.on to hi• Ml-di.•~ 

tuk wu to ap11 1 "t.he •tter0 ot each d.q in ite tm and at tbe llMlath ill i'U 
, D • • 53 

Ul1gned "1'dm', ....i ~1~ ot the Biblio&l portiona ot tb9 --.• 

He daonatnrtea _.a polite nodding aopintmce with t.h• !Wt-P&tatuabal 

11ot1om ot th• Bible. loth t,pe1 al .Biblical ~ an pnill'alJT cited in 

oo-.otion with m1dNlb1o md homiletioal souroee. ftth lll.dr&lh ml h.U.tioa, 

t.he "tools a.t hie tndl, • to to epeak,Jb• 18 underlltandab~ 'ftl7 mah at h-. 

H1a Nterenoe~ to t.he 111&211'•7 •£111%1:11' llS' worlm ot •1 •mNe• are N.tlioted to th• 

legal volume. PGaharitur ~great •JiWd.e 1n ~ wltillll OD Dbbala, s 

COD81.derat1on wit.h 11biah w dial. in th• nat ohapW. 

1rca the bare dNigmtim ot hi• brotMr .. a • r it. ia 1.,....db:a. to ...,_ 

._exact~ what nat• llllj&n 1.eeb oonpied :la le'""da ~a protoool. of 

I 



thl CrmcOlr JewUh 0 tdt7,.. ~ a ut.aned deaotS.ptd.ca ot the thl'M ..... 

ot judge•, ~- fl'Ca t.m hilhNt ..art ~ ONI' bT the n1tb1 ~ tile NII-. 
· ~ 

to the low md rather ~ ooart1. 'Jh• B9l would 1n 1••~ 0001lpJ 

that & n.tua ot ottioi•1,,_ whlob w .haw cledpated u tbe 'llddle ~1-lr· 

Pu.chOWS.tHI" Pl'cm.dM P"Oi- 11\U. iDtcaimtian on h18 TCRJt.h ud ....um. 
Be retera to h18 te•otw -...,. ftlallr° in t.h• toll.arillg l'tlli-ntt •I dM ..... vid 

., teacher, lm1' ha ..n Sa peue, not 1PNkina in th• 1r111a1op18llii.a11111 
SS 

periot atter the ~. nen waN8 ot ••• ml P1•'7• • lat mo 1lbU , .... 

wu, he doe• not tell ua. We ldght haft •21>9Cted to find - mnticm .t Ida 

teach_. in the •""•11•nt. to hi• boon, w the mn been pNlll.mm, lln • 8lillll 

it.ea ie to be totlllde M t.he product ot a 1oh~la']J' t..s.q, he proW»]F a•tt ... 

.di ot h1I tfttidng diNot~ tl'Oll h18 father. It ii -- that bT tbe Tns:'...e• 

ot th• Mftlltll.th oellt1117 there waa a wll-auperriMd 119t.a ot •llmn"-1' _. 

higher eduo&ticm 1a '91_., 'Jh• Yemik u an orpniHd aoedmo Dnl.tllt.ilB lullll 
S6 

been eatabl.Uhed u ... 11' • 1561. Honwr, it wu not cOllllld.llNd •1111&J 

tv an indi:riaal w tllltill residence~· at a reooptw t.-..teim 

ot higher lell'ldal in Cll'dm- to attain rabbinioal etatu. Jn ~ OUM the J'Mltd. 
iteelt ccnal8Md ot a looeeq organ118Cl group ot 1a1 before whca the 1ou1 Nblil. 

delinrect a ...i. ot ...,,I.I" o ocouional Jacture.. Jn l.661 b 14.tlnlmia 

Council c:te....S 11118' ._,.,. comuni .._ and Mttl nt haring a rabbi ot it. CllD 
v . . S7 

lball. a1n1laia a •d "' ff# adftDOed and J'OUDIC" pupU.. n ~ a _. 

ot JOHph Pan1211 '• aoholir]J' atta19!"te, Mmelt Ol"da1ned, would h.- been 

CODaidered o~ to tlaoh hil ecma'e 

~csitser al.80 ..U.. ta"fiJW he&~ lacturee by rabbil in ftl'ioua comnn

itiee. "And 1n the dip ot., 70Utll l W111dered among the houses ot etudT lblOl'biDg 
. SB 

the wiedca ot t.he grea\ oneile" 1he •thod ot t-Jmnctt.c etudT in Poland WI 

ldticient]7 ·~ at that ts. tor a 10UDI •n to acquire part flf hil 

education in thii an-'. Be-en .t~H ot thi• pRiocl that "Ultaticm ot CllrS.n1aD 

Pl'ototJPee Ind ot t.h• •llleriDc j~ ·OOlbinld with t.he grOldng pn.GU.oe 
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flt nbbi• to take dllOiplel &141!111 with th• when ah•-5nc pon., _. 1lbe ~ 
59 

!t$S. a floeclmnt pb.m•n-.• 

BariJll toa.ohed 1IPOll the ••!al b' I 11"0Ullll ot the pmod ad the • Ulbla -

t&Ua ot "1chcnd.twi1• fmlJF stemffng lllll education, we proceed to uMd• the 

tint incides in his o&Ner whioh om be d8tild.teq pl.&c4M1, hi• eaa.pe tr• a . . 

.... are in t.he a.v ot ~ 1n l6S9. 

BJ' thia ts. lae WM am8d aDll the lath_. ot at 1aut two ohildNa, ot whcm 

the ~- wu ......_ lll8 wUe wu alao t.b• proclaot ot a rlbbim.oal fflll.JFe .._ 

and other Acta_, be gle.-cl troa the report8 ~ 'b1' Puahold.t•r 1D t.he 

Introduotiou to - ~ hi• wara, ~ llokmh,. ud 'Dbocl Ha,,....,. 
'lh18 1• h18 aoxa:zt Sa "laM Holmlh. 1 •I r•Hi»r the great ldJoaale pert--4 

in 'IV behalt 1lhea tb9 uv flt Bach•' in the TerritoJ7' ot Behen .. ~ Ollp-. . 
tureci on 8aDdq ... ldlll tu 29t.h ot Adar, 5420 (Dloellber 17, l.6S9 ). OloM to t11rM 

hund1'ed ot .. J11d.Jh llfttb9rn 1191'9 • .,,eel, ...,... t.b• 9aD1' 11ho were sre• in i..rn. 

inc and faith, • · _. J...s r1 wtier t.hea with A nr along with all t.he oth_. •Mlr

nall1' righteoam lllid ldllll 11p . their aoal8 in the bond al li:f• md ~t tblllr ,.,..,. 

~and 1a _. Clllll •• lben the Lord deatrvJ9d ~hat o1t7 ml. all that wu . . 

in it, Ood r•8'•ed ... mr -m.te, mt "" two daugh1;91"9. W'e ... Aftd wit.h the . . 
help ot Ood, _,HU - be pra1Md1 whole in om" bod:l~' cl.es~ pare without 

t.he alight._.t illlAldtr ~ .S.n or cloud ot tnnagrea•ion..~ . .About c h0\11" belCll"e 

tGe oat•tropba I ._ ~. halt-uleep and halt-., 1lhen two hC:>q aaala 

a~ befcn •• nm1lr't th• 1oul ot the late Rabbi ~1 Shnla1 W'eiY.lllh (Phoeb•) 
. ' . 
at bleaaecl &) 1 16 t.bl bo~ ccmunit7 ot Sbkl•' 1 and th• ~ ot hia aon..~lw, 

~ late Rabbi PSP• 80ft o4 Rabbi llll11h1• ot bleaaed .-01"1', the father ot ST 

llOtlier-1.D.la, ot bl.a .... MllDlT• 'lbq l"ft9alec:l_ to me that the7 had cam to •aw 

• with the help ot Ood, .,;r ff1a Hae be praised, and thq told.• . haw to uaape 

ti. teni,ble a~p'Mr, at what point I mlght .••cape frGll the a.v. !be~ nrd8 

1111'1 fultillad. a,.... not ablt to.re•~ a1oDC with u troa ti. wU of 1lhl 

decree, If' Wti/Nd daughter Saralll 'lbe J9&rl other lite Wl"e taa Jll hid Iba 

been ~ her TGllth •till tben• _,. the lard keep her with tll'le in hi• bat ID 
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wttn111herNWllllI19De Aid I J)llld.- upon the~ wbeftbT I, tb1-' 
1IDllN9l'f1DI ot aU .... mrs.w .. a .... lou NllOU9. I Nali99d th• the ""

wbioh I had Pl'Mtioed WI th& d1riac the ~ _.. th& I .. there 1lbil8 

tb• cit7 •• be1lll bee1••de it ••If' PNOti• t.o leoture ftVJ' dlr cm a3Ht1 ot 

llGll'&l adM!'ition .and atld.a. bwd on 'Beahit H~ • and other boalll ot pietJ'• Ill 

tb1I connection ZObR, taioteU.tand 'Bal•,• P•·· 373 etataa, •Ina at t.be ~ 

t.h& retribution bul8 napended Ol'Vhelld and J*'ld,lldon hu beea .,..w t.he -.. 

ltroJ9Z° to deltrcllrt the Ho~ ~ !1-11ed !e le OMll!!lftdl the de~ 111111 .,. to 

hill, •Do not lq wute this tree, this 1ace, tor he 11 the gate t!ltough wbioh baalillg 

llhall tlow to thla plaoe am in h11 teaohing1 I prepare tfll' If' p11pla t pl.Me wbeNia 
. 6o 

to prepare tor nl111•tion.' .U.o in•~ IMU' it i• atated in t.he ravo-

duotion that a great lllr.ale waa performed on behalf or the author, 1n a...,..._ 

natural mamtr, and it .. Nftaled to him b7 1-&Yen that he mr.t. tee! it beoaw 

it wau1d cam moat that a o8l"tain worth1' deed ~ be pertarmd bJ' hD iD -

the tuture. ~°"' I 1&1.d, perhaps I too hne been. ~aomcl ttr the l&lla ot 

"I lat.er ach1ftw'U1 wb1reb7 I might benefit the ~lio. 1rca tlat tDI In

lolftd t.o ~-..-it in the study ot llnaear nor to negteot it, tm- it .. . . 
t1'l1]J • iu.. !be t.oicl ,.. wi~ • and I wu enabled to ottidate tor 809 ,._.. 

in the great hoaa•• ot leU"Dinge The tirst to accept • were thOH who hoe al-

..,. been to~ in all atters ot boliness am faith, the ho~ congregation ot 

SJ.utst. 1!181"9 I .. appointed. Jfuter ot the Houae ot Iarnt.ng (!!!l .!!l!!. lfe!!"iM• 
After that I wu aooepted b7 the holT ooamm:i t;r ot P!Mk,. tbe pl&oe ~ IV birth.• 

~ re'lln:i"OIDM 1n "fllbod lalalda" urplit19' tle detail.I eoanhat. "law tarv -
1'11'1 haw puaed .s.noe I wu reaoued 1dlth the help ot God, through DiT:ml ~ 

1.denoe, floca the ml decree and great massacre which occured in the TerrltQl7 ot 
62 

Bll11n 1n a town wb1oh,... beaieged tnnt:r-mm weelal 'h1' t he Mlaocnite -..• 

Att..r eubetant1alq t.h• ame account ot h11 •1ca1?9 ~the cit)j he CDnt.p 4 
"Am be (om ot th• apirit1 who ~~ ~ the ~d~ brought • to a al'1 ._.. 

Jen lind under th• rule at thl en.,, am he 1mt.noted. • to reas.a th-.. ta 

the houae ot hi.8 IDDt 1IJ8':f' he rest in peac:a, until the IS.tuation hid Mow oe>--. . 
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Bl uo told• that the othBr_ Qirit wald lac.,. wUe, 1lltT she ren 1D p91ee, 

oa' ot th• oito"1 and •o it--. 1be ~tatter the Tision I left the o1tf° at 1111 

pl&oe .=.~·wall 11hioh he hid 1ndioaec1._ I JUHd tlrough the nr., *• • ~ 
. '.. . . . - .. . thl dud bodiee, am through Dlal\r •tche• ot t.111 ~ 

h guards paid heed to ., wcrda. I &rriftd aate]T at ~e 9181V' camp aid t.he 1-4 

made me tind tn• in the 819• ot one ot theh' otficere. Attar I had related llF 

.nsi.on to him, he rendered me great homage duilUg the dq' or two~ I,... with 

him, am eent •.with honer, uoorte_d b7 his aernnta, to the atCXl18W&tiCIDld plaoe 

'fthere Jews liftde And the rescue ot JV' wite, riit, she reet in peace, ad ot mr. 
. 63 

daughter, 'llt8Y she liw, was 8"n mmoe extra01'di1W7 and providential.." 

Since he wu mrr1ad and ti8 father ot two~' Puchori.tser miat haw 

been pUE-suing 8Cl9 •ans ot livlihood in a,ohow. What waa he do~ thereT Dlll
Mmalt 

bitser contenta " 2 'with t he naitral usertion that the citT wu "the direl.ling 64 . 
place IWaf' hie glo17 in the dqa ot his y-outh. 11 traasover f'latq userta that 

. 65 
''he was rabbi in Buchow, Reisea. 11 No source ia provided tar this s~atemnt 

which, along with the gen8l'al innuuraq and lack of' d9cumentaticn marting thi.s 

laat souroe )ll'ft9nts u from taking it serious~. 

Our own~ 18 ti.t Jehuda I.oeb Puchowitzer wa~ certai.nlJ' not a ••1ar 

mrcnu +go preaohel" bet ore this e2P9%"1ence and ~ere is no clear evidenae 

tlat he served m _, rel:lgious oapacitT betare that. Pram the tact that his 

fllll.lr wu witb b1a in B,rc~ow it .11181 be interred that he was located there on 

a llOIMhat ~t bu11. 1be tenor ot hia statements ~cate_s that he had 

not been d•li'VWSJll MraODB betore t he siege and onlT un:lertook th• because the 

cil'cuatmoe1 1llterrapW his routin&. It he had been preaching prnioua]T the.re 

WQlld haw been littla point to the "Hibbure Is~t" quot& ion""*" stre .. a 

fut11N aoccapliehmnt.. ar course, it he were al.re~ occupied as a preaaher 

he 111.gbt h&Ye cited w.. aperience u an example ot hie devotion to dd7 a 
he ldght h&ft been tb~nk'ng onl1' ot his tlrn t~d ~ioul&I" nb3•at ol 

!!alU' when spealdng ot tuture accompliehlDlnts. lh9tte r or - b• had bee• 
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Qftieial betcn the 1.DDidat, be wu abriou• ~ to fill aah a PM1t4• 

bl0&'1J89 he WU Die~ Qpcdated in Slmlk. 

1here 1a no doubt that tlle ...,._" ~ntianecl here 1• Old BJ'ohow on t.he Dld.epe1 

although sen unmoee11a17 coatuion hu been introduced into i ta proper 1.dltlltit1-

cation.. IJohow is in White· RDada, ft1ll farther to the eut than Pimlr..' a.. 
again we obeern Puabold.t ... toll.aring th• .1'9etl.eee treDi at Jn:l.lh 111.graticm t.

nrd the Ulcra1n1an utatee and Ntt1-nte. 

Wiachnitzer proridea the ba~ound tor the nmt which Puchowitser deaar1.lled. 

1In lS~ K:LJig Z,pmnt Auguet gave Jan H~w Cli~tah the titla ~ ot 

Brch°"• Choc:Dcowitoh•e eon, Jan larl, developed it into a strong tcrtn... In 

l.610 it passed onr to the ~ntrol ot the Saph~, and wu turt.hni ~-4 

11 a military' utabli8bmnt. 1't wu 1tcnwd l>7 th• Co•acka ~ JDmlnS.~, 

but they' did not nceed 1a takjng the fortress which wu. ~nded b7 Samd.ok:l. 

In appreciation al hia teat the Seja a-.rded Sosniold. ~ ~ all tal8 t• 

twenty yea.re, and the dlltendiag taroe at three hundred aemane wu mud8cl a l»oam. . . .. . . 

In 1663 (should be l.6S9 - J.R.) Tsar ~~. _Jll~U~t~ ccmquered the 01v, 1m 

it 1ru reconque1'9d a~ lat .. b,y Jan Casimir. In conslderation ot the haYOo . ~· . . 66 
wreaked in thia .war th• s.311 in J.66lmrreed the ~ti!• cit7 ot ~e tar ten 79~·" 

Contusion in the idntUioation ot B,ychow ow about becau• ot the s1w1leitJ' . . ... . .. .. ,.,. . . ~ 

in the Yidd18h ape~ at th.is Mll8 .and t hat ot ~~ a town in the Imlin 

District ot I4.tbuan1 •• JD the Rulleian and Polish languages "Byohow" and "Buohm 11 . ... . . ~ ~ 

' 
are qUite dietingui.M~· Rot so tor their ~~~ve_reion ... ··V°"··ie 11.-d 

"Buchawi" b,y Dlmbitser aDll "Buchow" .b.r Jrass~ ml In1n. At~ .._ 
·70 

t1- HanoYV applie• "IJahow" to hie account ot ennte whi~_ tr~sp~ ~ llBucb~ 

In 1649 Bncbawa he been oonquered by Khmelnitzld., while Brohn, u we have relld, 
not · 

WU a taken b,y h~ 

Shatzq tell PN1' to the conf';18~on b,y listing. the l6S9. _c~nqutat ot .B.roh• 1'7 

the Tzar in oonaeotion with HanD't'8:1''• de1oription ot the atrocitiu in Baohawa 
·. 71 . 

at the tinB ot th• lbmlid.tsld. uprising. Despite Ranonr•e 1Dao01ll'ate 1p9Wng 
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it ii olMr that be 18 apellldztc ot '"h•• beoaue he •llticu the....-..._ u. 

pnll'al headizw ot 1-Dtsh, a lus• 01v 1A the umlin Dl.atriot to wblah a.o 1 
?2 

WU attl&Nde Jn t.he ~ ot the C<mnmitJ' ot Woim• the w u _.. 
n . 

come~ nadeNd ..___ • 

ihe first to oen•otll' link Pnohowit•r'• d1Jeor1ption with Tsar •1-'lld •1mnm'Mb 
7Ja 7S 76 Tr 78 

wu Dru.ell, •- lud ,... followed b7 1n1n, Iopn, Dabaaw, ... ....S. 

.ogan eeiHcl upan th• eouroe tar- historical illund.nation. •I~ i• pmftl1" Ml II 

that the ntfari.llg• ot the Jen 1n the Coeeack-SRdieh War (a..dieb-FoU.lb .... ) 

1n rabbinlo li.terat'lll'e we t1nd .,.. witmA reporte which prawe ~ atte l6S8 

occaaional de.truotiom took place. 1.heee 11U11aaree were not directed 81)eait1oall,-
7' 

against the J.w lnlt wre part ot a general ld.11tarr holocaust in the tJkNim.• 
Untortunate~, locu comalted o~ •Jtebod H!kF!" ·which emit• the Dalli ot t.be 

ci.V• AccardiJtgq1 be declared himeelt JVStitied u to the a.act locala ot the 

incident. n.itDOW s-diateli' append.JI an 9ditorial note which eett the •tte 
80 +..er 

aright. At the - tim Dabnow ...._, occasion to correct the d&t!Jg ot t.1111 
81 

emit in 1.663 bJ' •U•ld. and Lipinllld.1 t~eb7 performing the same ..nlee t• 

'fiachnitzer, who bued ~elt on t heir book. 'lhe corrected date, J.6S91 OCIW..,._.. 

with PachowitMr'• aaooant. 

Dubnow, oQlllHlftial 1n Iogan•e opin1.on that the massacres during the Snd:lah

Polilh l'va were ..- directed speci.tic~ against the Jen, quotes BaHmlc1 aDI 

14.pinlk:l. that. 1n tm dutruction ot Byohowr "all were equal in the taoe ot tb• 
82 

llOrcl. 11 !bl• auertione are indubitab~ mare balanced histcrica~ tJan Paab-

O!ritvser•e exalulft pNOOCUp&tion with Jewish ntferiDle ot . cour•e, the preacher · 

~ cm altapt.her ditterent praises than the hietarian. 1h• Ti.rtUM ot ld.8-

tortcit)- wu1d haft robbed the preacher l1Jm saltpeter, ot the pu11on m••Ml'f 

for hU fanatioae !hi ft'l"T qualiti•• ot ago- and sro111>-'**'icd:tr f4 1lld.ah tbl 

hjaterian st.rift• to di'Nlt hiJllelt in hie g0l'89oaa ~ tJica tM ~ to tM 

IObolar~, Nllllned Puohowitser1e aemcma •aniJWhl to hf.a -95...,.le Roasv•r, 
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ma trcm an hUton.l point of n., w wt ...... 11' qua1U7 lolm'• ...---. 
It 11 true th• tM .. ooiritM di.cl not dngle oat the Jen tor dMtno14-. wt ta 

t.be B,fahow inoidmt U t.hroaghoat the PoU.b-811d18h W&N1 the Jft8 WN Jc11led 

!! Jl91 'bea&w u Jw9 tbs,r P~ a d1atinct role in the upheawlt ot ta. paUcS. 

to it, aa ..t 1!1d89Pread 1n the Ukraime It wu pncieeq thU Ngion wbiob .. 

ll08t ~le. 1bere - wu to be fOUDl the. ml'9 energetic ..-m ot u. 
pNNDtl7 wb1oh had t1ed the • ,,. •• 4 emi>loitiJsc oppreHioa of the nable9 1il Pol.al 

~ 

and W.stern 14tbuanla and wu D01r once cain out undar the Jo1a1 ot that aple:ltnla. 

!here, too, th9 cl1aPM•Md lllddle clue ot CoeHolc nob1lit1' wa -.•tMd 18'o aa 

etfeotift ld.litarJ" faroe tCMlll"d which the Polish reala bore an uMftl.m au-.... 

~ t.he one had the piratioal attaclal ot the OoeeaaJm on Turldah trade,... .,..._,ted 
bT llilitaT fCll'Oe flooa t1- to t:lae1 and at the ... tim the ~oeea6kll WN ..S.. 

tained u a organ1Hd 11Dit tar ue apin8t Turldeh ona~hte. l't hu be9D -~ 

daomtnW bT 8batU;r and othC'8 that the lbmllJd.tsJd lnolt waa nn.- 1m.dlcl 

to d11t111'1l tbe buio nlationahip between la""'ard and peuudi, but _. a et.fM 
. . 8) 

to l801IN a •hire ID the profits ot exploitation tor the Ooeuok ari.8~. 

the eJ ,., mt1• of. Jen.h undaN wu •oeA&17' to aCOCllll>lllh that end. . ... . . 

Dl1pi'9 a oertaa w _,tvlag1aal emotiCJ!Dll 1 n oonoern1ng the upheanl, noh 
mi as 86 

Jewish h18tcrim9 • Qruts, )t)ial, and mch better, Dubnow haft OGl'Notq 

delaribecl ta. IWH&1 aontoun ot the •ocial 111 gnwnl which npoeed large ...-• 

ot t.he Jeld.llh popai1u. to clatruotion in l!malnitslcl •a Rrrolt and the nl>Mqa9nt 

1llHe lftn in Bmonr'• uneophi8tioated earq obronicle there AN h1nte at the 

1'0lt whieh Jew1ah aplcdtation plqed 1D the MHacre .. 

h ._owite. &al Sladea had experienced little contact with Jen when thq 

beaua ilWOlftcl in th9 tJknim, but the7 oarrS.ed out the ati-lftiah d ""• of 

the looal. PGP',•• (t.he Swclee JmCh leas ~ ~S? the Rulliw) u -' elf 

& J>Oliot of omwtl1etUts the anti-Poliab Ukra1nianae In tb1a ..... , * ..... 
IOre ot the JMm of _.. wu d1reOted epeoit1~ lldMt th-. &Ill Iopa•• 

' l 
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~11·~~ 

At Ula - tm fllll19 .,. too -zr t11ton :1.n th18 ocmpl.a h1atcr1o&l. •it.U. 

t~ u to na up the ~ •tt.er :ln the •illpla tarml.&1 anti-Jn1•1- b...s 

on Jnilh eoae"lio al1pwnt with the Poliah Janc1Jmod8. In aocardaoe with a o-. 

liltent tb1U wb1oh mntaina that lhmlnltsld nner 1ntendad d1atlll"b1Dg tM 'bMS9 

straoture at poaat' to liberate the peuant.r,r, but that he rather 1ntndK ...U.S 

a greater 8baN 1n the profit. tor t.he dUponued Poliah ar18toaN07 at the ,...., 

of the Jn1ab aploitere, Shatsq points to 1mtacu 1lhe1'9 Jen ot the ~ olrs111 
. ' M ~ ~ 

who did not NpNHnt economic CC1111>9tition, wre spared. •1 abu ... Mil Ml• 

are agreed th& the Rauianl wre not u nh-nt]1' ccnoermd with endio&UJll . . ,1 
Jew:tah intluenoe u wre the Couaclale 'lhi8 is HM mare true ot the S.t 1191e 

1he te!ll10U8 relatiomhip between Polleh nobl9s and Jen pel'llltted pOllU'tul Po1illh 
. 92 

elmente to betrq their J..Uh "allies n an ooouion. '8 Soam 'IJlldiawtalll8 tb9 

relationship bet.ea tbl Jen and the Polee, itt.he (Poliah and Lit}ivantu) petit

nobil1t71 diap011•8Md ot ite prnioua station, deep]1' reaented the Jen,• 1lhila t.he 

"large landboldee protected the Jen tar eoonmio reasons, ,et hated and reMllted 
93 

tba.• 

It we attellpt to nrilal a 1DC11N subtle undentecHng ot the position ot the ,._ 

in the lnolt am_.,, w wi~ find tmt it wu not a one-aided picture. Orvall.1 

the p1ncere of olul batftd8 within which they had tcnmd a seaming]¥ lucratin po

a~ ion had IUlll>J*l ahut wit.h the Nsomv"• crunch ot blooahed and 1118817• But ..... 
th ... ~ gap• and looJiiolea through which groups and 1ml vi.duals might uneunr 

tor 11"1.Tale 

haboritMr e-.pliti ... ~· ntuation in an ~timate and personal annere Bia 

&OOoat ot t.he lllnnloa8 dreU would not seea 1narec11ble to Ida liateDIN. The 

drela ie a tea111_. dni• tar omamioatillg with the supernatural 1n ancd.ent and 94 

lldi8ftl literatUN, mold• the works of Puahowit•l'18 Nbb1D1o ~• 

le -.t take 1llto llOOoaS h1I oC111ip1'9hellliW religiou atiamle t• all war~ 

ennte. w. llight _. 1n pudng t.h&t •uoh an 111..ewbraciJw rat:lomla nald ~ 
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bib~ &ft1"t; tbe to'Pe Oil IUilt feeliltga which o~ pqahi&triri11 haft dfteoW 

9S 
:lD the nrYiTGN ot Jewi.8h holtoana 1n oar own mo:re rat1ontl 'Jn II•• -. 
thel.811, we are o-w.tmd to ..._. a _.. atvaliatio anallft• at th. .,..._ 

FJnt]T, it 1a etptttomt t.hat Paohowitser ~ab ot Jewillh ocwnmtU.. wbiah 

li'f'8d at peaoe \Uldm' tb9 rule at t.he boon.tea~ . 1tWI 'J r diatell' ~ti.. * 
conoeption that tlla ._oon.tea wve U..• and ftW)idwri ~ ~' 

Pucbor.t.tser•• "fW91oD at b1e uoape trca the duomd o1tf' am b1e m&Unp w!till a 

JUcovite off'JJJer l.-:l UI to belieye that in addi~OD to deli~' ~··I 

he wu al.lo b_,. WWlcl.lrc out a ataUe4 plan to un h1Melt ad bU t..ur. 11 

., haft been l'ddld 1lr b1e 91>1.rlt tr19111l am 1lle luai&D aoldim9 9IT .. '* 
19pre1sed bT b1a -- Oil tbe 8V:p81'11&tuNl, b11t it ........ lilml,- that • tllMa 

ot ciro1mtaDM8 ..... & .. fiDU mot~ that point ~ UOllJ9 wbioh .. J.a 

h1a to nade th• ,...... a ate haftn ia ~ tar ~ and hill wit• amt cla1lcbt.r 

are rescued 19pR&teJr1 . .. a wll-canoeind operation. 

It lhould be 1lllllilrftood that there waa no dUlo1altT to the as.v 1.llrolftcl in 

nch an ucape, 1*•• the priJm7 lonlv ot the Jen and ~lb~• .1D that -.. 

tu1on wu ~ mt to the lad ~ the;r 11*1 ~olonisede . •i!m _..,. • 

and other ~117 obranicle1 recount 111ml"OU:" 1D11t&nou . in 1lh1ch the en\1.re 

po~tion at tile alV tw 1t 1.ta aitu.ticm aeemcl hopelea••. 1be .iDoidat dou, 

h011YV, can 1ts1n ,.,_ PQohow1tter aa an ~nergetio ~ ~pable 1nd1."!'1d.11&1 *° 
apt hi• 'Id.ta._ Ida ma tu.~=-~· Ria general outlook wu, u • lh.all 

.. , ~ ~ ... ctom.~a-t.h. 

~ bapS. lld.ftlb -1 P1ebaa be ~ 111'9 . not lllJlt~~ i~ 81J1 of the .• 

~ioal ....... - the 1'1.bbia ot the peri.ode Sh~,. ~ ~ plaoe ot 

P\11ti0ri.tser•a w1fe •a ariclD, 1a alao on the Dnieper onl1' a abort ~ tt.. 

Old ~°"• 1he t• t that tbeae tarebe&re ot h1a wU~ bear ~~ Nbb1Dloal ti\la 

lad •• ..U.Wd ta owoUcm nth a apeoitia O''.'*''~· .~ tha~ JIQah.s.'-1' 

lllft1.tcl a~ ot a Junl4 t~ prabab]1' ot • eqld:nlaat H01al ftlti• to 



2la 
h1I 01111e ftDD .. lailll tbat ............ OOMideNCl & IOoial imtr-*' ml -· . 96 
iD geneNl., alTupd ... .-dill to Haial. Olaueee ~ J!1m alao a:platm that it 

RI the pnctioe ia tlll ._ fllf 1IM 1Hrnld1 thd"tbe ta~m.i. eita.r ...,...... 

hia IOD-in-1- cn1'.ftabt1 e .. Repomib]a to pa-aft.de & WD8 tor tbe e-.ia-1-le . 91 . . 
liTlihoode a J't 1'111M11d~ follaad th1e patten, it woal4. -.h1w Id.I r rmnl 

ma P1nlk to t.m lhti. uea. 2bat hie '•d•tion ehoald haft ahwn ~-. 

iDdiftdul.• to llJ>PIR bet .. h!a :ln Id.a n.s.m, id.- bt ~ .. ·•- • 

eatabliah hi8 r+waip in tbe aOOial:q Ht.aad lAtarmd Oline 



Par scm ~ o 1 tDlti.ea the d18turbancu ot the ~'1217 ...m OGmpJMle 

extinction. la othera, ocmunal aoti'ritiea were ~ "*°" .._ te 

haft nttered nail a fate aooCll'diDg to the •mal• ot the 'Ro~ (lllUl) s.t.tr 
2 

ot ~ow• toaad ia the Al'Gbiftl at 8eL Dabnowe !hie book NO..U all .. 

atanoe• ot legal dltftnltie1 in oomecticm with buriala, linilll tma ill 11111•1 

logical Ol'dee ._. .. oameout~w entriu tr. ·1620 to l6S9, t•,,_.• 1lllMla 

there ia a 1ep -'11 tm ,._. l.66S. rraa l.66S to l?OS tm it.. .. - 11P1a 

it.Id.led in ordllte 1' -r be ...,..d that th1a gap NPl"ll•:ata a ptriocl ,.._ 

this ccmnmal. •-ar did d opel"&te, although ti. tact that the NOed 1tolk w 

p1"8l8l'ftd 1nctw11M that ._ ocmtilm11;J' wu preHIWd dur1llc th1a troabW U.. 

UatartUDate~, th• - ot the looal. rabbil are not mnticmd in ~ 

111.t.h the• w, tbl ~we to be found in the Amel• being thw at ..i. 

brltecl oatm.dl mdblr.ltiel traa whoa reapoma on tJm legal problw wve ~ 

1he NOorcl .-.. • Ucbt cm the pp in the li.llt1Dga1 re~ without MIPWB• 

Although tM ~ U.thuan1•n oiti~ ~ al.lo HTeH]1' aul.ed duriZg t.he 

~ • .n at ta.. mntg0d to aunive.. ·~ the pe~la in the oitie• ot 

Slutsk, PSmir. &1111 ? ' ? '• Brest," w rad in the "jDIA. Jlr\•n~ah' • •s~ . ea-

111114 to Cron ~ alll othera bJ •terlrq to Dotda on the J:S.ver .Vilt~J 'lbe 
3 i 

l>OCll' tolk wllo rrmllned in BNat and P1Dak wre martJred b.Y the hundreda .• • 

HaOQlt d.ftl a ,ut .. ot the richer grtup tl.eeiIW a lo~ di8~ to •af•'7• 

1lh1lt t.h .. who hid aot the ..- tor swstained flight ~ deJlm'a~ ~ 

the .... lld d9at.h traa om U.thuanian c1 t7 to ~· mxt. Pachorit~r .. om 

ot t.hoee who NM' aect s.n 14.thuania, but B.J'chow haT1Dg •en dHtl'Clf9d, m r tmand 

to llutsJc ml t.h .. lllbarked upGD hU 0G"9er aa a religl OU8 ottioi&le 
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ID 1659 Slutsk • in the Pl'009H ot noomtnot4.aa. '!he oiflT w eaoaped K 

11m911d.tlk1•1 l.648 inruton O~t1:n~ woathed1 and w:lth its Jwi8h popalatia 

intact. Hanonr dee~ the oil'owtancea. "1he people ot Slutsk wre ....... 

1he illhabitante ot the oit)P not1fted tl9 scoundrels to huten to ~' unHJll 

t.he tJlcnn1an8 that ~ would hand OYel' 111111' ~en and nobles to thae Bat t.heN 

were no Jen in Slutsq . thq had aJ.read7 tled. 1hq dtd not trust the looal 

people to tight the toe. 1lb8ll the •coundttla a~oaohec:l the oit7 ;tJ-.y,... •t 

with cannon tire trcm'l the walla and trcm the gate. 1'197 nttered heay i.w. 

Al t.hq tled, the looal. i:eople puNUed them, am thq note thea to utter ....._ . s . 
tion. n It would also sea, trm 1-1.n•a ccmipilation ot the aom•oH on the 

lecond Md18h-Poliah .. _., that Slutsk wa bJpauec:t in the action which dnutatecl 
6 

Bychow. 

Slutsk 18 a J>l"Olll,nent c~rcial center i~ the Nowogrod DiB:triot. 'lb• .-uh 

settlement there 18 quite old, residence pr1 "f'ili&e• tor Jen tirat h&ftlW beea . 7 . 
mentioned in 1583. Jn 1623, when the!!!! JlecHut ~ta wu f1ret fcnecl, S1utK 

na subordinatecl to tM authorit7 ot Brest, but 111' l.691 it wu assigned il'11J..._t 
. 8 

'8tatua and ita an repreeentati:n itat 1n the seseiona ot the Council. l'.l.8obnitl9l' 

attributes the r1M ot the civ to "the growth ot populati·on and the DUlllber ot 
. 9 

Pl"omlnent achol.Ra rea~ there.• 

In Sl.utslc Pnohowitsmo wu st7led "Baal Beth HaMldralh." 1he tera ia l'US•lillc• 
-- 10 

Among t.he titl,u aooca'ded Polish and I4thnanian religious otfioiala, this ti-U. 

1a not to be toam. A clue to the •an1~ ot the term mq be found in the hot 

t.hat t.hare .. a o1u1 ~ clergy not fPPO~ 'b1' the oomawd.t7 u a 'llhoa, ba 

b7 an indi "f'icl1lal eooutJ". 1.hq presided onr Tarioua •tud;Y' ~ wbi~ ~~ 1u 

the !!!!l ~ 21aeee instructors wel"8 ac:mtima called '!!Ill'•" 'ale 

~ b Br•:!c:e• _, ha'ft been a generic t.erm applied tio all noh hlll>\S. 

1r1ea. An -'oa.., be found int.ha popular uaace ~ "lla,.....b:llll'• ~ ~ 

1cnate t.he P9l'8Clll ao npeni8ec:l the ~ hlld.d!MI! and eftea rNlM ..._.. ....., 



12 
...... tb• ti* la - - lfftoial ... 

Jan.tat• Prari.U9 • . dt111i.P'ion ot the eduaaticaal aotiTi.Uea ot th9 .oa.u. 

tbich •t :l.D th9 Ba bRttt· wb1oh tita w17 wtq PuahowitW"•a· an uaaaat 

ot h18 t1mOtiaD :l.D llnlk. "!bee 'WI!' hardq a IOOi•tT without a ed110ati-1 

aDl re~ om Pl'.,._ te it. ••'114He All bnnahu ot Jw:lah studiN _ _.. ...,_ 

reeented on 11119• Jll'OINU• Bible, !:•Pb• °'El- llld!u!!• and ao on. 919 _.. 

lNrDed ~ tm Te
1-S, tm lw 1earaed atudied the Bible am tm ·=· 

wbila thOH 11hom Id.Ill wu not on •t\Jd;r •1111>~ read out ot· the Pmal.ter n.. 111aRsh 
. 13 

tort.he .n ~not UDlleratudiDc ita o-'-ta.• Initata al8o ..ms...._ 
DtJie 1811 learmcl and tho9e with a PNCliJ,iotion te ¥gd& and! rip (1-e 1111111 

BzbortatiOD), ~ fQIWd tm~ Ollll U800iatiOlll with a Ti.9W to tb9...., 
ot thoee nb~ nm., t.h8l'9 wre uaooi&tiom wb1ch ooncentratecl apoa aPMlfto . 1h 
boob ot etld.o8. • 

let ua o~ thU illformtian with Paohad.tW"1
• own aoooant ot Id.a aottntUh 

tha IV'Mlt :l.D att_.. f4 mft1 adlnd.tion and et.hioa, th• •tter ot each dq :l.D 

ita t1al and ot euh s.bbatb :l.D it.a ttm, nanl 1nte11XNtaticma appropriate to the . . 15 
11Hkl1' Blblioal pal'triaa. lapeo1&Jl1' did I attend to the AlahDh '• o~ 

on the mhle, hpb.U, ad SaoNd WritiDp, tar his worda J>l'8Hnt an undllratmH• . l6 
of Soripture aooep~ to nery w188 heart. In the •Oilgulia• ot the W it 

17 
u.t&ted th& the I01ll ot a. Sumal bar laohMD1 pueed into R. lloM8 Alehikh 

-1 1n thia .,..... tbl latter bee.- an 1mp1ring preacher who 0C111>09ed wondel"tul 18 . 
'.fOl'kl• I aJ.ao ued t.he worlm ot a. lalt1ru whose eoul tMmd ite root.a in the 

1'00t1 ot the dift.m aoaJ. I made ret~ to the .punialmlnte ~ited vpon our 

l&t am to Goel'• lft01omm1a tonrd .. own person. In addit~ I referred to 

t.be •thioal aterial ta the Zobar and in other works ot JIWIHr, eapeolalq the 

'Aleh'kJr, t becauae tb9 PMV :lD hi.I bookll, co-.>08ed with . great logic ml illw:l.Ded 

bf Biblical ,.. •••• pea.tntee to the depth• ot the ~~· It w wo If' JROtioe 

to IXpouzxl the ia. mntioned :lnoidenta~ in those 1'01" .. tol.l.odDg the ]ln09Pt 
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~ L lldl', ..._ hold!ns ~lio •••• 8pencl a thil'd ot the ts. on lqa1 ... 

jectl, om-tldft •J.U.tioal PJ-Mh'•• and aaa-th1J"d on paab1- (1ll.1an.NU.S 

Biblical ftl'lll)e• 

*'~~"--• Zuns z • P-.ohowitHr•• treating ·~ ~ atter ~each c:1a7 in it. tm• 

to man that tbl NIW wre deli'f'81"ed dail1°• BcMever, thoee didaotio apo-

sition& in the ~ Wd!!f!l are ~ to be accounted eermom, "9D bJ' 1ibe .-.. 

da1'd8 ot the per!.od. 

1he mntion ot the taot t.hat the audience ccmaiated ot pe~ple ot "le••ll' ~· 

conform wit.h 1ibe notion that he addreaaect the lower oluH8. '!he~ "m!Ar•l'! 
itself 'RI a popular center ot at~ m:! pr&Jer1 a llDCh JDOl"e frequented plaDe Ula 

the betb halmupt.h, whioh i.n.tata charaoter.t.se-' u •c:l>rloua]1' a i....,. .wnatmcl - 2i . 
br tbe rich• and und onq tar Jll'q9l"le !nil ANt who preHDte, on the wbola, 

an idealized pcll"tnit ot Poli.eh Jew:l.Si lite in· ~hia oeDtUl71 marlm t.he •oolal 

ditterentiation b-..n the two llJDaloS•l form. •'!'he relatiODllhipe 'beWMll tM 

. ~@uh ot the ~ut.1.ee ~ t.h• ~ hakm•Mtll fr!iqieent;ed bJ' t.h. 1 111hr1 

of the keh!,l.1 WN often etrainlde 0couionaJ.l1' ~ttel'I OU8 to & nrp oaaflin 

ml even N't'Olt apimt tb• he19 JIOIV' ot the kahal. nth the oemplete delftdaticm 

at the kab&1 in tm eigbt.enth centU1'1 we read ot oi:en battle• ot the ..... ap!Mt -
the leaders ot the ~·n1t71 the dispute. centeri!W arouDl the~ distribution 

ot the tax ~ Da tbe books ot hom1lat1oe and ethice ot ~t peri~ i~ de 

stro• and bitt.er __... ot obortaticm with regard to thee:e inj~oee. • 

In addition to hmng bee t.he "!!!! ~ HaJB.da eh" ~ ~~~ ~ ~' Pach

Ori.tser alao ooe11pied ottioial pom.tione in othlll' Lithua1dan c~tieee .mn 

I., Mareh 1.edllk iJl •• ocmmd:ti .. I followed thia procedui:e, epeald.ng ot the 
-- 23 

•tter at' Mah dq Sa ltl UM and ot the Sabb&~ in i~. time" ~ 111 aleo 

&ocarded the tollarills atftalal titles 1.n the e~cr·~·- to hia booka • •!?. ~ 

. !! and !9!!l ...... ("7 thl COUDcil ot. ~ ~ ~ ~ ~· ~-- tM 

Colincu ot !Pour Iadl a the Lithuaman Comud.l)J "!E•(b;J' the ._ 8Dll "7 
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JIUO b. ~ Ob1d Babbl ot Pwa)J and ... 5 ,. (bJ' aiu. 

~·· hwwwv•, w111a hM Wl"k u dNaribed tunoti~ ha ta .,,,.. to • 
28 

a teaoha' ( "eriabu.md ml ANDgt.hemd hCIWlea ot learn1ng•) Uld _.. pRl.. 

icUl&t'~ u • PNMlm' (!'wall• aaompU.bed dm'!Jtn and roued tbe •••• te s... 
29 

pentanoe in J1111111r o.._mt:tin.•) 

JO.aUllllll'. bu ~la!necl the•• tltlaa on the buia ot the reOCll'da ot the 1'1.1-

Jniell oua11nur. b old.et rabbi ot a o~v ..U the llJt&Y• wllt.oh u .n -
to be ocmtued with "!!.t !!Cleh• (&00C111>U.bld aoholar) wbich.w ai:.>:u.d te ~ 

ordained iDdiftdne1
, whet.her ar mt ha wu a prutlcimg rabbi. •&t !!Jl 111• • 

(Biid ot the~) am "ID9h 1!!!&?9• (Bead ot the ~•d"'9') an mah ... )llM• 

t.:iU..1 tor UllfT _.. grated onJT praotioiqr Nbbu.. 1he ob1et rabbi ~ a 

ccaunit7 .. ~ bald ot the oort, pG"aon•J~ •i~tiJll cm wjp. w 

ar where hU PNMDO• Md been recr-.ted bJ' cm ot the ~e• to the -~ Biii 

.,,.1 aett:i-a ot ~ ... pu-4 t.hrouch hU handa. s. ll\lplll'riM4 the wmr 
of tbl aiJIGI' j_.., &Ill U th87 ~. ~ din.ded on a ftl"Clict he _. Gftea 

called upon to out 1lbe de«ttt qr 't'Ote. Da all OC1!9"'m1 aatt.era hie opinlcm ._.. 

great w~t al hU opinion ott.n deed.dad iasue.. '!he Head ot the AoC• .. 

&llo atteD aDOthe attiae ot the ohiet rabbi, ar the two ottioe• 111.ght be leP-. . 

&rated. • JD llllldiU. to deliwriJW h18 lect111"981 the Bead ot the_ •oed,.. a:i.o 

o:da1Ded QU&lUS.ed Hholan. Tha chi.et rlbbi ot a large omnmitJ' ~ 

authority onr tbl ••ll• aett1-nt1 attach&d to the authorit7 ot the •taoopolil, 
IDd it he oOOQpMd the ottioe in one ot the tin princip~ ld.thnan11n ·c•w be 

Plrticipated in the cl91.iberatiou ot the national Council. 

1be "!!a!l !!94• (be who abon righteoumu) pu1ed on ritual •t~, p&Hial 

C11 ilnzt .... (tb.,t which wu tar~idden and that which wu pemltted)~ 

'- tor the orm11aU7 preacher, eneral titlaa tar thi.8 tuncti~ haft been 

Doted. '!he -- oam ml7 ued titla .... "'Mltd 111.14 a• (ten. ot nrdght 
31 

t.h1ne1). Mat al• oitea a mmber ot inatana• in wb1oh th• Np.Jar~~ 
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preacher "llhw c1-,. .. to 11r11ola .,_., lllbbath• wu •',ed "'gh;p.• • 

agreems• be"'99D o mdtit. and ~ oiW bJ' Mat ca tid.8 poin o...._ 

t.he nation ot • 1lbG bJ' tbU tial ti. t..t.tla llJll!!b•• .. l'98trS.oW to t.hOM 

who expound legal t.os>Wt lllll tlat the popul&r ~ wre aJ:np oaJ led el~ 
l3 . 

"!ifSid' or "!ftbf'tb• • It u t.rm, howrer, t.hat a popular i:naomr ._. _.. 

c~ ce'lecl Tsz"r • the titl8 "'!Jd!'alct!• (aharter) 18 tound in tbl ·-l• 

o! both the Poli.ah and I4thum1 en Coundlla to reter onll' to the preuben not 
. 3h 

attached to a:q om o1t,y1 but wander1JJg tram plaoe to plaoe. 

1'here 1191"8 variatiODll in the treat.mt aooarded nnder1Jlg preaoheN• a. ~ 

the earliest ord1•naea ot the Lithnanten CounoU nquired that "DO J*'•• u 

permitted to preaoh 1n pd>lio in a:r ot the tour~ ocemntt1 .. vnlHI t.aw 

!!! and PS'•• (lair beadl ot the ocmanmiv) ban •t in joint HUiOD end 

app!"Ond hill, 1111 in ti. other ommmitiee no person 18 to preach witboat "b ,__ 
. )6 

111.saion ot the D:l.atd.ot Mbt.• we hoe ~oua~ noted their violat dia"''D-

ciation ot tho88 who 'f'lolated th1a ordinance. HOll8Yell'1 certain ?o-p• 91"8 

ginn a cart.e blanoh •hold forth wherner thq chose to JrMCh. PuohowitMr 

•ntiom haring ....._ ... a ge19 NJ. ,.rmlasion to preach in all the oomam:tt1M 

at the land in Oll'dm" • lmnd the fenoea• and to correct the tranegreseicme ot 
. .31 

the gemfttioa. • 

1'he c"'""'l&l GftloM de1oribed ebove -reter to a large cODlllU!lit,. where each c:lic• 

n.itary carried on bU aotivi tiee in their pure form, so to . speak, beoauae the .9!!:); 

coald afford to~ MpU'&te 1.ndiridu&la in each post. In the aalhr a...., 
Un.itiu, howave:r, om .. ld.ght be called upon to discharge a ~ ot ~utw. 

·It a oonnmt• ... too mall to maintain a tun-ti.ma preacher,• 11119 Im.tata, 

"it aaged to mcc• a rabbi who would preach more than the two outm.r.r amual 

ll8l'lonle lD auob ..n ooma>n:Stua, the rabbi waa also expected to ocmduct Ml>le 
. 38 . 

Ind 'lalmud ol H ... t• adult gl'oup9• n 

It wOQJ.d .._ tNa t.he abot'e that P\JchoritHr did OOOCW t.he 91bb1n1M'\ pod'1.m 

I 
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"• •e-mit-. w~, the endarmera at ldl Helli ..... 

a$11ar M 1lt cUll BR .,..St, tile tt.. mil plw ~ lda ..-rice iJa ta.. 9111..S.~ 

bqODd tbl T ... ~ tliat h9 held t.he pold.t.f.cim :lJ1 ... CO!iiii!DJ:t1e8 ef Litb-
39 

.m,a.11 M 1a1e cbW l'Mbi at & a mt:t.)'1 DO •tt«r how ...U1 be ~ 

1IGlld haft toll -4 tJ11 aemral iract1ae at urtabHah1• an •*"'V'• Bat ...-

anl allrlll8 hU ~ 1Dte1'9A-. iJ?. i:nam1• •-.ar. Bftll whm be wa a "!li!l 
Ztdlk1

1 he bu Hld •1 he PIW.ched. In the coarae ot hia remrlm b9 •m.1-
40 41 la2 

ba'fiDg IPOlmD ill nch large ocm11nitie11 u- 1.o~, Jitsel"itch, aml Pus •• 

hre be~ no mmtion at bia h&'f'1Dg occupied arrr pe19D1Dt poeta in tha.e dts.1 

it 11 Ate to •- that he 8J>ellt a great deal ot h1a tial trave~ fltc:a dt.7 

to citr on preacb1• tcnn, a81"0ill:lng the prl:ri.lige granted hill bl' the Co-dle 

Deapite PDoboldtMI''• prl:ri.liged atatu u a~. he 11&11 not 1-~ 
tai. 111tagama ot t.be 1-'md ad wealthy tonrd thoee wanderlJlc tanotiOllU'iMe 

•An 1Dc1dent ooo•:Nd to• anoe when I wu admmsh~ a nest ot rats, a l'MUll 

place at idJao• w obat.tered mptJ' and n.in •tt.en 'While the Tcrab wu be1llg 

read. cm at tllm an •ed. • impudently u it 111 written, '1.'he rich ~ an 

IDllRr with ertAw_,., • and mbarused me to the utmost with hill word.a. Jllom 

that tm tonud, ..- it I obeernd them and their hangen-m in that T.llla&e 

connreing 1D t.be Jll.d9t ot ~ I pretonded not to aee thea and I wu l1D a 

ma who beuw no abutUaanta. Oerta1nl1' it the 111.ae men ot that ocwn1mtJ' Cll" 

oae who .... t1l higb9r nation than that. ~udent tall.ow chaatilled hi.a, he would 

not ban dll"ed to ~ in that -.nnere" 

In Cll'Uzo to _..,.tam whenin lq t.he buill tor antagonisa htween the preacher 

Of tt.hio9 Ind tM priftli&ed olua, we proceed direo~ into a report ot the 

IOOialq •181df1oan' mter1al in Puohowitser'• selWIU~ 'lbe el-nts ot 11001&1 

Prot.eet w lball d180C'D hare are accepted aa indicative ot· the mood ot the 

llddl.t olau. 

Puahowit..e ..-~ a t• reterences to the trliPdi• ot hi8 tma, aDll thUe 
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are lteepad 1D clocm. 111he mwl ft911t9 wbiah took plaoe in oar ooant17 !a tba 

-,..r 1.6b8 and , .. - ,..... toll-.., ot wld.ah the lib hu not be• wltm•a:l 
!ah 

sillOe the dip that t.h• ~ 1'9111>1- .. ct.~ •• • ~ heart 18 bl'Ollln _. 

attered, •8PiDI and •lawoJ,-, beaaw Oocl'• people 18 cut dam tot.he earth, 
10 

giTen onr to llhml ad dlpwkticm, harried and OJll"Meede• -_. 8)drlt 18 

broken llhen I oomidm' t.he W8te and deat1"uction which took plaoe :1D oar am dlt'J 

the llWQl"d and ~ and eapture and peetilenoe . hoe raged. Blood wu mpillecl 

like water until tbnw wre too IBl\Y' ffr bar1al. 1he bitter a1le hu beocm..,. 
46 

oppressi'ft am W .. nbjeot to thl 800l'll ot ftW7 pMM1'-b7•• 

As a natllNl NUt1on to t.h .. e dluaten a certain aount ot rel1gioa8 lllmpt!.at.a 

111.11 to be toand. "llla;r _.. thoee who ocmplain ot the long cozv ot the .a.la ad 
. 47 

utter dark ftl'dll .,amt the jutioe ot God and hi• orrttnanoe•• • Paabcm:t;ur 
+..ac w. pa1m to point m, holleftl', that the nml:>4lr ot JRB who 81*1111:1ecl to oan-

version .wu _,,,. "It bu bed •aid and I haw heard that 8<19 ot ~ bl"eth8rB 

ban, God tarb1d1 tau.a aq tor wealcne• &lJd bowed bet01'.9 other gode. I.t tbia 

lie perish trm the earth tar I ban lcnan onq one :lDstanoe whei'9 a un ot ha al 
. b8 

caused hilllelt to be W out ot the bonds ot etamal lite." 

'lhe problAa of oomwnon and 8'99n ot slceptici~ did not represent aDf" 1.arp

acale reiDtion to b Jewish troubles ot the tiaeae Where Jews were COD'f9rted 

it wu gemNJ.l1" b7 f0l"08 and they returned to the told as soon as it wu pou-
49 

ible. 

In the Hftnteenth oenturr the social and ideological ponr ot the o~ 

orgamzatiom OClllt1nmd to provide the essential •ntal climate tor the .-, which 

lllde it iapoeaib:W tar ll08t individual.a to consider solving their ia-ci>1- outeide . . 
the boundar:18• of their Jnishmss. "Even the ~c," aqa Dubnow, ._. not 

stroag]t ctU ... oo1atecl trCllll IAhe -!"18h enn.r-t. He wu bound ~ the Jniah 

c~t7 With tboa811nde ot ties. He ~oabd to th9 S!!!l ot the •••n oiiiJ ~ 
hie ~cdal. &Ill Nlig:IDUB metenoe. To that ~utioa. bl p&ld ~ '-t 
Ind without ita pend.uion be WU not allollllcl to .,... loalnd.0 •117- 119 W ~ 
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c11pesrieJt cm the 1s!b9l. that ar1anisation proteoting h1a richt to the law cm hU-

toern or Jlllll. '1he kabal Pl'Wftntecl, to a oertdn ment, oe11ptition bT .um

Jen, and 1'9preeented h1a bltClft th• noble. In short, J10 •"-where the Jn 

liftd and what he did he .... al.wqa juridioiaq am cultur~ attached to ... 
so 

dependeDt upon the Jsw.t• OH•1n1tr.• . 
'lhe cOIQ)lete ..tional imolftlnt of the Jfnr in hi.a Jewiehm• led h1a to •oeP' 

the Nl.iiioU8 ratiomle whioh led imrard1 toward the intendtioaticm ot t.NtitUD 
11 

and practioee Jlaabad.t.r c:iuW wit.h aJP'Oft]. t.ba op'Moa ot a coat...,_.,. 

that t.he Pft'!,od f!l dMth am dutraotion but reoent3" J>U9ed ha NJl"HIM .. a 

cliT1DI OJ.iJ>Cll"Wtr tor Ndml>tim, and the Mr8h ~- wre bnd9d ._ Sa -

to aroaH to N.-t"B •• .. haft tGl'ftitecl a tDI ot Ndlllpt1aD, Uld. llH•P 
S2 

w d1d -' ~ oar m.l np w ,.... not •and.• 2b18 npN ... u, fll osar, 

the tiae-homNd t.llme ot mob ot Jw1ah religioaa literatUN, ad O.W _.be 

cliapat.ed 1D Ida wUtJ'• 2be - la thw ia repea~ ~ ia Jmwtd"'~ 

&11 at P'1oharitwa•• ••••• 

Ia t_.. flit t.aas. JS Ir, the preacher i:roJ)N9d a praotloal JroO'-.S .._ tlaO 

thl atwtMNd t9"11•• ~ pueed ud 1am muure ot pew hu dMo ' II upm 
S3 

t.he aartl), it ..t '9 mllill'stoo4 that the fate ot t.bl peopl9 ldngee upcm z..-.•11•• 

1be IN&te9' W to tr. Npentanae he .. ill iparaBDee "In OU' p191"&tia --...-

to ~ tb9 a... ICftO'mdSDI the 1- and to ezpl&1n t.ba trm an"'• ot • t.bt Tarah.• 

llaraliatio PNMM• wu, tbc'etQNf 1n no l9W a l1IZUl'7 1n PUohowitser•1 "f1•1 

bit la i .... 1at;e ml ;awmt mauait,re He WU ~l'Dld with thia nbjec:t _.. 
' 

thua with _, .u.., _.. ~ MlV' 1Dter•t~ ·~ ot the philolfPbioal 

oatlook - pr&oti.eal teabldqu• ot the ... 

In g....i., '....:i ...... tion WU eltabli•hld .. ODI ot tm b•~ Nl1c1WI cc. 

int ut1 md wu ~t upon -err Jn. Re quoted th~ tftetat. Ir@ tlaat 

•cne Who obe8l'ft8 a ••oable hmit in another :la oblicat.ed to ..,. •• b ht.. u 
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JS 
'llhold. Jr lllll'b ta d9Jnlll4 ..S I • •IMd 111917 c11r at the ..... , ~ 

.. 18 .... ot .... II ··--.... MW w.. atter 1a nab little ··-- ... do 
63 

not tab oaN to 1 
..... ~· Ill .. ...U• Oftl' the tan tlaat 

b elite not .._. ...W thU tne ot preeoM,., but aouw~ wa111l .a 
ridiculed it. ..... ~ the IN&t, not eaoqti tlllt tltq do not do tWr .. ** 
J.ll"°"' that tJmr •• •·11ec' Til'tw 11N u tr•81m u the srw Ulll all t.llD tbl!r 

1ecC11Pli8h !a 4- ~or ta. ..a ot thnm1l'ft• ad tM1r an gl.C1171 lnlt ta., ai.o 

oocaaionl~ rid!n1e - wbo hu t.he p1eV and fenal' to tight the battle ~ tM 

lord, Clod flt HNta, to aroue the ..... trca t.hdr a11111ber ad to e+ tr tlril 

people. !htr do mt a...,....n nab a an. h7 nu walatn Id-. cleo1arSac ,.._ 

bu appcdntle4 JW a 8J)Ol9auat• ._.upon thia well-intellticmecl .. lARn Ida 

'head l11aa a ••P and a•a. alaahed, aQial, ,,_. ahould I entR 1Dto ~ 

"' t.roabletf 1!ma1 111.._ - Rldlr.tte and anotllcr the child, .Iwl.1 ii~ ml 

ntrt lllD ton.. ·Ida om de.U. IDd the riolmdnls• ot hie 11Nrt1 fOJ." a - Sa 
$ . 

torenr righteou 1a Ida on 919•• • Again Pnohoritser ocepl&1•d ot-the 

OA>Od.ticn ot tM 1-Mn to mcirt.ation int.be• word8. •.&ga1.ut tJ'9 tfttb 
w•r ,_ 

at .,- 11 ala ad U. mowit,. tor cbutiaaa"t no •n can ra!ae his Taloe, 

tor all that I .. 18 not • OWD im'ention but is talmn troll the fountain '1l 

11~ wat ...... 19t .... tq the rich aM. the leart'*i lltlittle 1117 wark and utter 
66 

falathood8 ~end.DC it. 11 

1bat, aocca'd111g '° t.he preaober, were the reasons tor t.be oppoeition at the 

ltlderehip to thia obriouq important enter}lt'ise? He ridiculed t.he notion t.hat 

thq 1'81'9 ~~ ... need tor exhortaticn. "0ccas:icmall1' the latltT ot ta 

llldee ot lar•l ia ):'l'Orl.dizg ....i adllozd.ticll 1a atte11>ted to be ju8tit1ed on 

'411 Poazdl that t-htlT ... not .are ot tm tranagressiom ot the peopl.. Ia it 

then ~la that tbq should not Jmow? Surel1' they are aware ot what 18 

~'ft lllw the,y do knolr it neoeaur131' toll.Gll'll that tbs,r an OODllLlom~ 

lllltcttai.. 

He found t-he ra.IP tor their attitude in their neglaot ot mN1 Talw 111 
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tr.tor ot eoCllDlllo saD-' PN•tige. •:rn oar c1qa, 'Iha the rabbu v..i to ta. 

Jl'O'iD098 ti..r .. O......S w.l1;h ~ll11• their ftUela w.lth p'&iD and food ad· 

tblir panes w:l.tb dlftl' and do not tea.oh tM peq>]At ~. It ia nr.21' .ot 
68 ..-q for the hODOl' ot the Tanh that leumd •n mould act likB beggar ... 

llJa tile ~ to the book 'IU! H.e191 ta. author declalu t.h&t cm of t.be 

reuom for the 1qtb ot our Gila li• 1n the tact that 1'orah 1a not~ 

fer it.I on em, with no ulter:Lor llOtiwe · •Bepeo:l~ 1n our generation hu the 

Torah beoom a 8PD lihereb)- to dig, ud ... ot tbe 1-arned 11811 who emell sa 
their std• .. an1i' 1Dtcre1t.ecl 1n the reward. 'lb81' &l'9 iDter..W with • 

aolmlnu wtlioh the rabb1Jd.oal. ottioe br.lnga tba am are lk>t oomermd wS.tll 
69 

blproving t.he ~· 

In connecticm wS.th the du1re ot the leariled on. tor pNatige1 Pmlhowl....., 
n81l"Nd acm ot h1a Iha-put aritioias tar t.ftOH who neglected _.a'J.tat.io 

t.eaoMng 1D faftr of c~. 111h• uld.n ot t"8 1-arned mn tar boaall' 18* 

th• :lJlto a ft1ae 1;Jpe ot eacpoa1tion. thee• are t.m iminaere preacheN who haft 

1naNaald 1n OR .W.t aa4 haft ohoeen a arooked path. Tbq plq' tricks w.lt.h thld.Jt 

~ and wan. tim b7 199Jdng to eetabli8h a chain ot ta~e and Jd.drubic 

~ whiah •ball link together the most d1Jlparat.e nbjecte. 1'o 8IQ' right.. 

th1nJchg pereae it 11 atm.oue that there ii not the 1lightest conmot.ion betw._ 

the 'f&11.oua toplo-. lnat t.beee l.iar1 go en bllthelr ~ put.ta ot air until tbeJ' 

haft wnn a g.-t ot w!Dd -1 haft euspended munt&ins ot upoeition b7 a haire 

!ltJ stam the ...... 1 •it• bead ad betuddle huan reucn with *8e plll'tVll1one 

until w J.oee au .... ot rea11v. And thil tJJ>e ot etudy u call.eel tvudin' 

(1'1dd11b tar tund.Jw), iJl 1lld.Oh contradiotar')" subject.a are united bT .... of 
70 

labtlt 1ldeta - t..-.. 
•It 11 et&e4 Sn th• •z.re Ber!W Mfh• • •0o out ad obaern how omi pre

dlOlea ... ~ tblr •-' iD peaoe haft wvmd ue and OC11Flaimcl bitterq aptwt 

·~· Ult llOcle of Mll. (ouldat17) iD the studt of farah. larliar gelBN.tiAml ... 



· ~ 

,., 
it _..1'- • a cli~ to -- tm •fl:adate 1a __. te .. , ...... 'till• ts 

to parne the 1aW .-., -.. ~ tar th97 l'MHwect that thl h_... te 

t.hl st1111enta d:ld .. •uar. 1lp to t.be locio ot thcl.1' ,~, 1rn..u.i.., 
1lbeJl tle soholan ot ths .._....ti• •t4oed. that the ~ soholars ,.... ,,._ 

Iii"'• to aomid• tM chatt u 111lad, and that tblJ' had aeued to ~et the ~ 

•Dins but~ oaa, aft.er wda 8Peoulat1•a, th9J' emoted ardinam• m 

COJlClnmd that tf'J>9 Cit .....,. until it WU nduaed 1D popular eat.• .al Melnl"'M. 

Ptaa this it 11117 be cSed1aned ~t those 1lbo &1'9 sealoua totr the I4rd md Bia '1'anb 

l1't required te lbollah tbU abeolute~ t-1• tJpe ot atuq. 11th oar - .,.. 

we haw eeen t-hat ~ the t1- t.hat thie aoatlldlg atudy ¥- ,..Vatecl 1m. _. 

llDd gra t bedlaa W ..u.n and a terribl8 da'km• hu ct.ecadlld upon ua 
•oablas &.31tz•r &Id ' 1ngediea unoount.ecl, blood nar.tnc 1:1.lm water mu t.h ... 

.. no om t.o ~the dMd, and m&lf' thoaa•nda ot peq>la JIU1'deNd, •o that ot 

•• onlJ a tw U. r Snade 1lll 1t not be 111d.Ter•llJ¥ .. adllltted that ~ 

~le•,.... b~~ lltm ~ .large~ beoa1111e .~ tJpe ot ~.bu giftll 

1~ to 1Ml1111ft .. tberebJ' ~ alanderv• 11:1.th un31mtted oppon... 

it!.M to lcUl nch a ]Al'8I .-ant ot t.m populatid • 'nlia is his •tat-t !a 
n brief.• 

Although m qaoW tile aboYe stat.alnt 11:1.th appronl and re~, Puchowiwt_r 

hiwlt took a ·-•t mre balanaed. Tin. •rn truth, this mode ot •tud7 bu 

bea adnnc:ecl Sa _. pmration b7 JmV' ~ great soholani. who wre an4 

~are enc&lld s.n JlllllitnUzg to the depth.I ot the l.mr 11:1.th thm_ bl'Old log1o 

lld nbtla um.n•p11ng tortiAed by eDOJOlopedio knolrladge and kaanase ot in

tellect. B;r thi8 •tii.I thq are able to int.erpret 11811" ftl"a• and a1drulda in 

" tlll Mnner ot the ,,.,_., ~these :lntel'Jfttatione are true, HOMIYU', 

1t hu come abcNt th& •n ot lesser stature h&Ye abarked upon th1a Mthod 1D 

Gl"dll- to d---.te that th.., are u iJllpall"tant 1D theb' an •JU u theae g:reat 

._ &Dd OOllp .. ab:i. to them. bae epigaaH sq things whiob they a. ae not 
. 72 

tr..• Die diaUaotion which Puahawitser drs .._ 1a • nlid -... IntaD-



,. 
lllOla bal 0 1111'•4 Ila mot.he II "Mt&a t.bat "daplta the .. fllt4etallecl ad 

p0iatleH iatll'pN\atf.Gm ~ 'r oudatr,, theN an inn .... ta wbieJl 

t.bU •thod Mi•• ,... • aaswate iatei,ntaicm out ot a lup Dallber ot pem. .,, 
ibili t1eae. . 

PUollodtMr b1·11lt 9Wlll'9d t~t•tobed ouu1a1z7. "libat ot the 1-awd ..... 

1n oar gemation ._. •t tba•1lwa to ctmozwtrate 1n their nrka the be••• 
flt t.heir illteU.at. 81 t.he eztat ot the1r Jmowl.edge. '1bq w18h to amw tM 

mtion and ita i..-.. the greatmu ot their glolT and tW.r 110o~J1+-U la 

cuui81r;r and apecalaticn. Bare _.. thoee who CGllllW boo1m an:l h.uet.ioal ~ 

... wbich aN Nl.tnat to tD -- ot the gen ... u.an, to lh• th• ..... till 

pat.h at lite • moe•GT tar th-. In t.b1a •1' the Tozoah 1a forgotten n lllu1. 

ml there ii no lai11r, DO om to ..,art and l'trellgthen u. In the ooaree ttl 

tm attere ... Moetnc WGrH1 and 9ft1'T dq we beocmo pocnr and _... clapM.._ 

Bnrr pencm 18 hwcz> tar bzoe.il &lld thintJ' tor water and hu DO de.U. to hear 

the wards ot th9 ,.... 1beJ' toreAke 'lite et....i ttll' the lite ot t.111 • int. 

IY9D the 01••• u 1lbieh tb9T do pertc:ra 111'8 t.hoae which involft no ettart 

and thq AN W17' wak iA their atudiee of the Tarah. 1'lfll 8ZOUH their 1nltl' 

bJ' o:1t1Dg t.he pop111ar -.., 'You au nm tm to atudT the Torah but J"OU a-. 
74 

not ftDd .tood am aloth1ng.·•· 
~ plaoed tlie NIJ)ODdbil1tJ' tor wrbal chutiaalnt on tm rabbis and 

1-lere ot the •ntU. and chided tha tar tbd.r neglect ot ctut17, Pach~t ... 

did aapt; a r.t>bi trca deliftring dhartatiom penonal.l1' it that dl. gn1:f'.a1T were 

hGlllRq conrjmed th& ba wu an 1Jlllttect1.n apeaJer• "It t.M rabbi aqa that 

dlutt..em.nt 1dll .n be .ccepted troa him, md eapeoiallT one who hal not been 

llllDCllpl'Olll.11.•Jr zo14. 4 SD bi8 admom.tiomt t'roa the mginn1• ot hi• career, be 

lboald not at;ttlllpt to pN&oh ethic• h1melte Ith• been proven tm tone mo 

baa •tarted to ap1ak m a oerta1D et\Tle ounot wd.d~ obaage, tor the pepla 
1S 

w1ll. not be dilpoHd. to hearklln to h1a worct.. • ,_. tbi8 JS ttm tMN • ., 



Sa hit ··- • .,..,. et.,i. mol'atttlfe 

It ii wrltt.ea iD 'rl liUMI Oocl9, l:ft ii WIU7 to appoint 1n 81117' 01 J 1ftr 

a great and pioal ;I- .. Ull ... who •llall ohutiH t.be populace ad Ntian it 

to J."8pllltUD .. '. 

1h1I broaght P'111hcnd.tsv to a nb3Mt T917 cl.Gee· to hie iJltieNft, t.he •••dt7 
tar a in-ateeld.aal alul ot ~ts.a preachen. He .td.aed _,,.,. ocw mltiH 

to oomdder b .. tarloal q,aalitiN ot a rabbi bltcn reWn1Dg bill (bee ... • 

WOl1ld ~ft to fglft]] t.h& taao1J.OD) and 1,.edecl that Juaer aett-1..__ill ..... ~ 

speoialll" cpal.UW am tor the tut. •It ii .OS.able tar thOM 1lho ~ a.t•a 

ward that tbe7~Ripalate1lhen ldzi111 a l"&bbi t.lat he lhoald wtlla 

onr the mi. ~ tJll cd.V• t.t Ma prw.ah ~ ot ahalt1.Mmnt aml ~ 

~ ar at :19..t •the SMbath beoaue en the Sabbath the peq>le ue fNe ft.a 

labor. lfa9w•t if ta ftbb1 U 1JDlble to gul'd morala md Obutile t.he petple 

let lWa be O&"tai1a to appo1S another :1D Ida plaae •• •• Bapeci&l.11' ah0\1l4 a ..,.. 

arc. preacber be appcdatled 1D a pl&oe whee t.here 1e no a ok at f'lmda and ta 
77 

picru oitiseu ue .i:tle to attord t.hl ezpeme. n 

Plaohod.tnr 01 ddlftd the H1'llOD a.,_.,. iJlportant part at ta Mrt'ioe'. •And 

behold, n h•• bee ftldw!ed ot th1e taot alao b7 llDM• our TellOblr _,.he Z'Ut 

1D P••• u lt ta Nt.d :1D the Midl'Uh, 'AD:! MoaH gat.h.-ed.' Oar teachers, the 

lllttN ot ~\t.-. OCWDW, •1be BolT cm BJ.eased be Be 1aid to.._, 
'Blt6lilh ~t o JIIJNlatiom am preach Wen them the las ot the Sabbatb., 1D 

Cll'dlr t.hat fu1m-e ,._..u.aa. -r learn to gather oongregatiom ftVT Slbbsth ed 

to flock 1nto-... of 1-nd.Jg to at~. Show I8N8l frca the Tarah the 1-a 

at tihat whioh ii rl~ forbidden - that whioh 11 }:9l'llltted 1D ordezt that -

ll'tat .. be nit dlllNdil4 ~ .,. ~ Pl-. t.ba ts. tarwud .._. ordered 

Ui&t U. Jewa IJloal.d is.ten te 1eno111 at the appropriate tm - the 1-1 of ,.... 

_. at Paacnw u., the 1a11 ot Wdtf t•9' a thG •••-. ad tlll i... fl 

*. at 'nt'm' u.. JIMN u1d to Iara•1- •r.t J'Clll wlll ton. t.h1a Ng' • lt 



1il1 bl •OCMIW M it 1ft baft __.Clllld Goel :1.n t.be nrl.d. UI • 

~,· o~ holladU., -t. t.be bud.a tor .the outca :In...- 0to-••11.IU.. 

to ll01ll"8 ~·tor tlYfllfT Sabbat.h to bold forth :In the 8JUIOl1ll• m 1an111 

flt learniJW• Gttea the greatest ot our rabbta, the aage1 ot the gemn~ P91'-
78 

I~ dlli'f'W W8 at &PJ)rGl4>1ate OCClafOIDI t.aoaghout t.be 1MI"•' 
Jn the ... •U. Puchor.itHr spolt ot the ccatente ot Hl"IM>U. "1he PN..._. 

mast bo canta1 to to.llolf t.he nrae ot Molls, '?o 2.utruot and to~;• m 

not to cont!• h1w.U to Bible 1.ntarpretatlcm ml DOftllae 1he c n st& .. 

. . . . . . . . . . "' 

llOlt illpOJ'taS. 1 1a the ..... t.h& a pereon lhoald not mai. 1Wt 1ntel1>ftt&U.. 

the feature ot Id.I WW»4I :In order to dnowtrat,49 his an sr-twa, lnlt t.bat 

he lhould JI lub • •ttera which laad to aoticn, his ael'llO& should bid tm peap:J. 
19 

retvn tra t.hmt m.l ..-1 IDd 1->rcmt t.heir bebaricr. • 11 

He addrelMcS W.. caut.ion peticularq to the JOUDI aoholar• who ~ 8PJIW" 

tna the tollod.111 .tat~ to have occupied the pulpita tor •l'llOD1•1111• "!hne1 

oar wordl, .,. an ape .+wplf4on to all prell0hen1 particularq to thoee •o U.. 

Mt the ..... 1 to pNacb :In public, their 1'MI' facing the Ark ot Ood1 and t.hdr 

tntift 1Dtmticn 1a .q to win a um tar themaelns. lnr;r ..mm which coo-

ta1Jil 11D mNl. teaaldlW aaS aplanation ot the La' am oal1' a •••b·---· atnf- 80 
ot iatupNtas.w, lui8 llO ftlltlit7• 1h1I thought 11 ezpresaed in the ~n!s!mz!• • 
'~ wtu• voioe Sa hMl'd cml1' in Torah and Talmd and not in mrlla ldndlea Ood '• 

81 lnl'lr.•• He felt that theae younger men were led aatrq b7 the 8Za11ple ot the 

le...i Olll•• •It 11 .oi.r that the learned ones mat be ca~ to heed th18 

1'IZ'n1Dg ao tm.t Ill.at.UN lhoul.d not ..U• through trudr aots.ou. It ia ad.cl in 

the Ml.lhna, '111.at*ea in .tud¥ rd.le tra19gNaa1.on' and the 111.druh s-el 1atierp. 

1't1 tbia mzsa to •aa that what the leal"Dld one doea aooidllll~ 11 pawl•.,. 
• U it ,.... dC.. ~ beoam• otheN who haft .... lda oemlt tlit lft 

1lll beU... ti.t M d1• 1t inteltionallT and out ot ••tHa tor hm_ will tM1 



·82 
tree to o09d.t the aot. n 

In view at all the dusen ml dttticult:Les ot preacb'"'' Puchowit.., ~ 
u we have •a:ld, t.hat ~ be . retained tar th18 "21W•lltt "Ire hue been lltr19ed 

bf lfainmonides that a nitlbla penm be retained in Jewish ocwmld.t:Le• to abutw 

the people. ID our •111 whln the award ha4 raged and teer .. e left ot tla ..... , 

i~ is imp°"e; tla t •n who me excelled :ln thil atm,- be appointed to adr ,,. 

the people.• 

'lhe b•io piweqaiaite tar . a :r:naoher -., ot oour-. ti& t hie c:-n obaaotllr 

be unsoiled ad atapeaohable. He quotes the SHUB to ths efteot. "A1d :Lt a. 
written in th• SHLt.H that the .~~ ~ hol.U fcrth in pablio . aoald be _ ... 

to preach tor tM •Ill ot beann. .. and ~1'7 ethical ~oher who at'tellptl9 to · 

iqrore otben 8hoald be oerta1n to observe the :r:noept, •Dip:on J"O'll'l8lt as.t . Bk ' . . . 
and then you oan 1llpJDw ot.her11.~• •It 1e ~t upon the el.d«N ad 111111•-
teachera, the .sh~ ot IR•l, to ap~nt :ln ew17 cOllllllUDltf a great wiM - . 

am nge ~o baa been pioua trom hie 1'0Uthhl dQ8 and i~ ~~ .ot .. ~ i.-.... 
1hia sage •ball ~·h the ~.am teach repe~·· In .oar a--ati• 
llOlt of the lurDICl authon hae striven to •.Phasise 1n their boolcll the •-• . . . 

ot theht mlDU Ind tm •ent ot their lmowrlecge, to d:lsplq batare the lellda'8 
--~ . . ... . 

.. 
'lllation. VU'J' r .. e ta the aort ot M'iter wh_!> ~ .. a trac~ ,~oh appeals to tJ:ie 
Pll'SOD 1lbo hal takn pie'br into his heart aDi ~ns; to ~ the path Of life. 

Such WOl"Jm are ft17 moeas&l'1' :ln our generation.• 

Pllchordtler ... oOJIOG'Did with the term and svle ot the SerllOJiit .. 11911" 

Uled to d1d4e hi• i.otures into three parts, ona"part was legal diacuaiom, 

the mst wu hcatJi', a tbt third Wu pamblea. 1!ds 1a explainld to •an th* 

one ivt ot the HlWD 8hould make the law8 oJJtar• one part should ~l'Jftt 

bl>lical TVeea, ~ thl third part should deal with aora1 behmcr. !ft poi.mB 

~ •luaidatione ftrat11'1 wb1' should a aermon be arranged. 1n th1a de -
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til'St legal disOU881on, then hoai.q and parables? Seocmq, ..- it wu ~ 

ta.e obligation ot R. Veil' w 1na1ruct them in the law and ethics aa we han a

pJ,ained in our aermcn en 1Reeponaibilit:lea1 • P• 8b baaing ouraelna on the Talmud 

ml lli.draah, but 1lh7 did he also include homilies aa part ot the sermon? 1h•• 

quest ions mq be an&red b7'. reference to the mxim, •lot study 18 moat 1.1Dpari.ant1 

but action ia moet important.•" Puohow1:~ t.hen ci tell the interpret ation ot 

thil maxim which we have ~OUBq 11tat.ede Ba then i'"T en to 11a7, •It 1e "P>" 

arent trom the II.alma tJia t, although in8piriiw people to right aotion 1a ll08t ia

portant, mnl interpretaticna ot the nrmon 1hould also be includ8d in ta eemca. 

Now • can •e that R. 11911" undemtood t he MUbna in the aw aeue u the later 

COlllDIDttt en, and th...tON 'tllhen he preached ot lan and mrala he alao iDDlldld 

practice ii moat~'~ should not . the ent;ire aermon ocmcern itaelt with 

ti.t which ii mat ~I Parthermora, the o0111D1tntaries haft interpretecl the 

admold.tion ot not llllring aelt-aggrandizement u .one ot the purpoae1 ot the •fll'llCll 

sillp]T to•• that cm ahould preach sincereq. 'l'hat ~ not auttioi~ 8'rcng. 

le knol' th& 9ftll a~ ot corruption ruinll the ~ 1hoae wbo are 1.neinoere 

ai. u tM rabble 1lb1ah toll.owed the Jen 01:1t ot Egypt. Jn .. our time thq are 

oft.en conaid.eNd b9roe8 am illuatrioua •n. ID anner to dtill all theae queatiou 

111 muit undeN'Cald that one 1'ho wiehtta to ohdtin the peq:>le must allo 1nclllde 

a Oll'ta1n acnll& ot inteipt'etatiom in hil aermon in order that be ST m con. 

lidered with 1'91peot. Jr be ooina int.-pretationa onl1' tor thi~ JlU11>0&e and not 

to deaobatrate Id.a SN&tmaa, t hen hi.a intentions are pure and valid. &Meter, 

theae interpretatiom ahou1cl al,,.,.. be considered ohatt a1 c~d with the 

Bl"l12l ot moral tmtraotion. R. Jllrir tollond this procedure~ P.lr& he preaobed 

on las beoaue the aimpleat meaning ot •action• 11 the ~ ot the o: m\. 

-me, aa the SHUB bu Nid, •h preacher muat intol'll those who ~ not •11 

·~with t he TGl"ah the 1.-a which the1' are required to Imme• BeoaU8e th1e 

1a the Bilpleat lll9Udl)g ot the all-important eleJll!mt in the M1'llCIDw aotiOll -

-, 
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he 1pok8 ot laa first and did not preoea t hea w:t.t.h par&blM• :hn, betClll"8 he 

preached ot eth1e11 which is alao obligator;r aocoirding to ttB 11~, he spoke :la

terpretationa in order to Bhow that he wu a man t.o be rec> ec~ ?br thie 1a a 

tl1'lllng to moat at our contupo.rU'I' PN&OMn who do not mention UV' Jll01'al o.r ethical 

mtruction in their ser.om, or it th.,- ooeuional.]3' touch upon these subject. 

thq do so oanal.11' and tbe mral8 an:l ethie11 appear u.not.hing c~ared with the 

iJlterpretaticmse AooGl"d1Dg to what we haft said, mcral8 am ethics are the am 
ppS.nt of a senion . am

86
1nterpretaticms lhould be used spa.rag~ onl1' in order to 

eet:t.bliah respect." Puchor.1tser referred man;r ti.ms to this clictum ot R. Mair. 

Atte~ SUUU' 8e'llODS was, ot course, alao high~ recoJllD9nded and carried 

clnomtrable rewardm. •b ot t.be toundationa ot perfection in observing the 9arah 

ad coamandmnt.e Uld d~ repentance is to hearken to the words ot cltutiswnt 
. 87 . 

md ethics b7 the Jl"8&cbn'8•" 111be rewards tor liate19re are tour in DUll>ea 

r.t.r&, thq will aoid tba moesaity tcr h_.ah chutisemnts and severe penancea. 

SeOODd, thq ~ be able with constant a1Plic&tion. to be numbered among the 

?J.&'teoue oma. 'lhird1 t.hq will be lalesaed b7 God. Fourth, thq will not lack 
88 

•tll"ial ~ • llQood blessinga will be bestowed upon those who hear chas-

tilaenta. Despite the bemtita which listening to ethical pZ"8achments brings 

to the mases, TW'7 tw ot the wise men ot Israel and the great men ot the gener

aticn aeem to be ocmoel'Dld with bemafitting the masses, to show the ptople the 
hu .,..._.,.,. -

right path and praper behavicr, d 2 ll• '*8 t.t; 'bb:st t his duty is particular;q 

incmbent upon the leadlira. 11 
89 

In hia discusaiom ot preachers and preaching Puchowitzer obvious~ bore himself 

am bi.a own activities in milXi. 111 struck a pose ot modesty although, as we shall 

aee, he took pride in hia sermonical crattsmmship and qual.if'ications. "I realize 

that llllU\Y of the great ones have asked am CJ> nti~ to ask, 'Who and wta t ie this 

llln who dares to raise h18 head to teach the sages, the ~erstaming "nea, the 

Wise and i:rca:l.nct oms, h• ~er should conduct themsel.ves2 1 1.herefore I ~ 
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adld.t 'llf¥ own inadequac;r, u its 1a Hid1 1AcknOll'ledge 70ur Aults before others 

do •• ' I anticipate these objeot1ona and sq that I am aware that I have not 

garnered sutticient ri*lm and understw1ig to gift light to the blinds ~ 

in comparasion with th• learned I lag behimls there is no doubt t hat their learn:lng 

and good deeds are i:ertormed with a sincere m:i.Jlia none ot JIG" wards need ot them 

radlllla ind it in their youth t~ have camnitted sins ot 8ZJ;Y' kinds with them I 

dare not fault to finds in true repentance their souls thq binds ~fore God tar 

llhom they pined. It is not these whom I have •ntured to cr1 ticize. I direct 

11\1 words toward those who are ot lesser s~ure than r. 1hq are tru:q aaJ.l and 

yet in their own eyes t hey are understanding and wise and all their actioms are 

just. lhq blunct.r about all their dqs am do not realize that they a.re tooliah 

,.m requ:in the 11111JrC7 of He who lltelle on High. We hae been told t hat these m 

miscreants should be scolded, even a hundred times. 1he bit ot chastisement wal.oh 

I have directed to the sages ot the ~ation waa included not because I am ad

equate to find fault with them, but I permitted JV"Se¥' this liberty beoauee they 

have it within their pc:JMtr to improve the generation. I f'ind support in the word.I 

ot the Zohar, 'B,r your lite I 81"fe&r that it t he heads of' one city repent, thereby 
. 90 

bringing their own 00•111~ ty to rej>mtance, the exile will be emed." 

Int.he same win he sqe1 "It 1is actual~ more appropriate that those who are 

greater tJ-. ... lt should deli"8r muasar, and upon them. lies the_ duty at oonsumat~ 

thia work. 'lhq should be t he ones to ~turn the populace f'rom stn and to point 

out the correct path which should be trawled in life • . Howe'Ver1 the zeal ot the 

lord burne IV 1.nnat"d8 like fire when I bethink the conth1 nts which haft been 

lodged agaiut our leaders. 'lheretore I have determined th~ where t here is des

tcration ot the Di.Tim Name one does not app~on honor to age or wisdClll and 

W&t.t until a greater person has received a heave~ decree to proceed to hi.a appointed. 

tuk.11 91 

'lbeae disole1wrs JJllJ' be considered to laT8 been mre~ tarmul&ic protestationa 
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of modest7, tOr it 1a n:l.dent that Puchowitsv comidered his own •mon• .,,...,v• 

of iroper at7le and coatem. Jn deHl'!lb mg his 11er.on1c •thod he inform u that 

he followed the model ot R. Mnr, whaa he had proposed as an example tor all preacher•• 

"Because the preacher should present nonl intei-pretations in order to gain the 

respect ot the congregaticn, I open all nv sermons with pleas~ interpretations, 

although I truat that tea~s of' moralit)" and ethica ~eed 8ftD troll thoee 

interpretatlona. 'lh1a I toll.ow with expoeitions ot i. aZMl ~ica. 1lben I 8peak 

of 111 treatment ot law I haft in mind thoee regulations which are generall.7 neg-

lected. Some ot these laws are obligator,r upon werr person and are epecU1.oaJ.li' 

mentioned in the Cod.ea. Nevertheless t hey are now gene~ 09'_.lo~ p~ 

because they have been so frequently' T.l.olated that the7 are now considered. ,_.. 

mi.tted despite the tact that ~ople are 1'911 aware of' the stringent written Ng• 

ulations concerning thea, u i ~ is said, '~ man transgres•es and the next JlllD 

considers the •tter permitted.' Soma of' these laws are also neglected becaue 

there is a detioienq in the knowledge ot som cOJlll!lmdmnts and s1ringent ethiMl 

prdlibitions. Far the JI08t part these latter type ot 1awB are mentioned in the 

Talmud or the 1.ohal- ar the works of' the ARI and later ethical t~atises. 'lheee 

lan a.ni obligator7 upon all t hose who are able to perform them. I 

"I alwqs tr.r to in-eeent nv material 1n a brie~ f'orm, but have ocoas:fona117 

gcma into greater detail wher.t t h.at was indicated. JV greatest service to the 

list.enar was in u .. Jllb~ expositions of' lad and etllics which are explained in 

varioua scattered am dispersed sources which not ever,r person is able to un:ierstam, 

nQr are these volumes accessible everywhere. When I Sf eak of :; treatment of' 

etbioe I haft in mind "'1 Factice to append to each subject a list ot warnings and 

JlUDiahlllante Visited upon violat~ o! the law. '!hue punishments awly both in 
92 

thia world am ta t)'e hereaf'ter. 11 

He apologeticallT grants that he has h:imSelf yie~d in some measure to the circe 

Call of caauiS'try, but 'e rationalized those lap888e nJ.t in 8~ of J1V Nl'llODS 
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cm repentance and other Hl'llOD8 I h8ft occuional.q deviated trom nv goal am not 

irovided thoaghta which arouse a perscm. to Tarah and cOllllllJXlmenta, I haft inDluded 

them ror the reason noted in '§:!!!£ Bu1id1m' par. 1701 •~ne who f'aila to trans-

mit the wisdom reftaled to him by the Ho~ One Blessed be He when it is poaaible 
93 

fw him t o do so, ia guilty ot theft. 11 

With regard to the style of presentillg mussar, Puchowitzer penned a ver;r ~ 

terestiJJg critique ot certain bookB of this . genre. "Am behold, booka. ot ci..

tiseJDent are a great need of the generation. See what has been written bJ the ARI 

on this subject. •I.et one take care to 4o at least one reading every dq in •it.l!b1t 
94 95 . 

Hokmahe' ' And t he Maggid aaid to R. Joseph Karo that he should read a ........ - 96 ~·v 

of 1~ HaL:ibabott daily because in his time the 'Reshit Holaaaht had not yet 

been written. But now that we have been privilige ll with a vo~ume which 1a ~ 

enconpassing, name~, •Reshit llolm!h t we should clean to it. Am if' R. J~eph 

Karo ''ho had alreac\Y at that time composed his oomnentary •Keset lliahnah' on -
Maimonides aJXi •Beth Yoaet• on the 'Turim' am had been priviliged to be taught -- -
tle hidden Torah (1VBticism) by t~ Maggid1 was advised by the Maggid not to ~ 

en U.meli but to read a book of i;>iety every dq1 how much the more necesur;r is 

it for us t o foll.ow thia pract ice. I 

"!brever, the •Reshit Holanah' itself' is not adequate in our time for m&!\Y' reasons. 

Firstly-, it of ten dnlla on a subject at such great length that it is d:Lff'ic~t 

even far scholars in 'l'allllud and Codes to .follow tm thought to its conclusion. 

~.for business men who are occupied with making a living this is impostible. 

Secom:iy, in the aforementioned volume, the apparent (rational) and hidden (JVStl-c&l) 

are intermingled, 80 t hat when one who is poor in understairiing happeNl across the 

llVlt ioal portions of the book he is frightened and retreats, not looking any further 

am alamoning the entire work. Even if the reader is learned, but has not comucted 

himself ~]1', he will not be priviligecl to enter into the inner holiness~ the 

science ot Kabbala, which is t he most heav~ guarded of' all precious things, •:nl.ess 

he hu thorougltq prepared himSelf before entering the gate. 'lbua it will coma 
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aboUt that the •ina ot auch a learned man wi~ )1'9nnt him ever atudyiag the ••8h1t 

iJloMh' and it will lie in an Clbacure cQl'Der. 'lh1rdl1'1 the author ot that wcrk doea 

not mention mBIV' obl.1gator,r regulations which are now being neglected becaU1e ot 
' the corruption and sin which haa beocme widespread in our gemration and in OUl' 

land. 

"After 1Reshit Hokmb 1 w ware priviliged with the book, 'Shna1. Wkhot H&Brit9 • ,.,._ 
- ..... -.-... •iiiiiiiliiilio' 

It is imbued and impregnated with the love ot God and zeal f'~r hia ho:q Tonia. 

SUre:cy tm man who imnerses himself in this work will.be blessed with ~ngth at 

~ and a true understandiJ"8 of the will of the Ho:q One Bles89d be He. 1he authexl" 

of this book S&11' tit to direct the Sons of Israel upon the prq>er path ot lit• 

'tlhich t hey should follow. Honver, he dwelt a t great length upon dittiouli ~ 

retitions ot ~ational and nratical TCXl"ah so that the prescriptiona fexl" right oon. 

duct in the Ml"l'ice ot Ood.1 Blessed be His Name, and in Torah, are loet in the 

lielter of homilies. Alao with regard to et"1cal teaching he wu otten too Toluainou 

1a soma caaea, and in other instances he shortened his t reatment of topioa when M 

should have expanded them. Some of the tmpios presented in this shortened torm 

-epreaent breachea in the wall which "'9re not u glaring in his dq as in aura. It 

1s stated in that book, •Aa our bitter exile becomes longer m the thrash~ ot 
. 976 

t he snake (01' ml) become str~er in each generation.' 11 

Although PuohowitMr did not venture to criticize the 11:1>.ulkhan ~11 forth

right~, declaring that "it is desireable for eveey person to makB the s;~ 01' 

t r.e 'Shulkhan Ankh' the aource and foremost phase of all his studies," he :i:n-_....,....._ _ 
dicated that his work prortded marv necess&r1' supplements to that code. ''Most people 

are so occupied troa Sundl;Y t o Sabbath seeking ~ livlihood that they cannot spare 

the t:i.D3 to r ead an extended vers ion or the law. Jn addition, t here are maey laws 
99 

which have been i:romu.lgated since the ~ of' the •Shulldlan Arulch. 
111 

credited 
He •••a those ot his oredeoessors who an attempted to keep the m.ueea abreast 

at ~w leg•l developments, but fomri tault with their warlat. "And JllBll1' authors 1n 
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(1(11 dq& have te~ 1nplled to ocrrect th18 attar by recard:l.ng the later ian. A--. 

. 100 101 102 
t.ha &1'9 the folloringt 1J.teiJt !!!, I 11!fbelet ZJ1 I 1"8jpt1 mDi I ..Cd 

others which hne reparted the w lan Jll"OJllU1'ated 1n reapoMa and boob. Bawtw 1 

these bookll ban not 110hined their purpose with the muses lecause ot two h..a.oapa. 

FJ.rstl3'1 they 1.Doludecl •llV' lan troa the Talmud which are no longer applioabla 

in our generation and in our land. Secondly, they stated the lo without ~Ting t.M 

re11Sons. 1hirc:U71 they lll"9 underetaniable ~ to t hose who are adftnoecl in thaD' 

studies becauae theae authors o1 te 9'11-dences and oaauiatic reuon:f.ng too TOl"'ll.•rm~. 

Fina~, thq do not oi te the new laws which are to be tound in the Zokr, -the 
. 103 

writings ot the J.RI, and the SHUB to arq appreciall.e extent." 

He praiaet the efforts ot Mordecai Jatte to explain the Jan, but a1ao tound. 

nan in hi• wcrk. "h •Sbulkhan Aru.kh' presented the laws without g1"1ng the -
reasons tar the• 'lhe author ot the •t.buah' complained about t his practice in 

the Introduction to hi• work. •And behold the •Shulkhan ~· in its knowladp 

the reason tar each and every law by rote, and did not find it neceaaa17 to gift 

more than toi* ~nga and brief qnopae• ot tie law. For maey who are not at 

tl2 proper level thia •ans st~~ the law without knowing ~he reason, which 

1a like eating tood without ult.• In our dire and dark ~' h°"9Ver1 even his 
104 

work which set ab~ rect~ the fault is too lengthy and discursive. 11 

mentioned 
the preacher also H+• with a,Foval ethical works in the Yiddish language. 

"In otil' generation the transalation of religi ous books in the Asbkenazik tongua 

has gained in popularity". '.the masses who are not skil.lful at stud,y because they 

did not re'ceift a thorough training in their youth, maey ot th• nner timlll having 

been educated in ......... hing hi gher than the Bible, are able to use these books and 
-vuu " . lo5 

i'ul!ill with t hem their obligation to study'." 

lt'ith regard to sermons in Yiddish he made the foll~ camnent 2 "'lhe ARI baa 

1'l'itten that it is tor bidden t o speak of mundane matters on the Sabbath eftll • in 
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the Holy Tongue except tcao absolutely necuA17 purposes, and that should be dom 

in Hebrew• Nevertheless, when he spoke to his comrades he spoke in a secular lan

guage in order ttet th• might tlw *'understand him. en this coJXiition it 1a 
l06 

permissible to speak a aecular la~e ewn on the Sabbath. 11 

Pucharitser 8'f'ident~ saw a necessity to defend the mussar approach not ~ 

against the criticiau ot the elite, but also against a religious cr1tioia. .,,_.. 

are some who ol&iJD that an individual mq achieve salvation ~ by obHr91ng the 

laws of the Talmld and Cod.es, ~d need not concern himself with the book.a ot pietJ' 

am ethics. In truth it is obligatory to observe these ~unctions u well., and 

salvation can be lost, God Forbid, it they are neglect ed. 'lhe only reuon that 

t.he authors ot the Codee did not place the obligation expreael¥ upon '"'117 ma 1D 

Israel to obHl"T9 the tine pointa of the lo which ~ given in the bookll ot etb1oa 

and piety lies in the tact that most ot the public cannot observe thea. Bat om 

who is able to obaerye them am does not de~ire to do so' let him know that the 

chain is around his neck to do and to obsorve and he is not tree to cut the oh&1Jl 
107 

on his neck.• 

HaviIW •lected eztracta trom Puchoritzer•s writings to illustrate his viewpoint 

on ethical Jre&Chinl. w mq nOlf proceed to place this viewpoint; in its sowial 

context. We begin ~ considering his antipathy. to pil,pul. 

I.auterbach ~ detinld pilpul in these words. "'lhe word is derived from the 

verta PUPel (lit., to spice, to season, and in a mtaphcrical sense, to diapute 

Violentq~. 'lh• pilpulistic meth~ ot study was pursued especial.q under two• 
t<n11 .rt.- the aixteenth centur,y. In the one, two apparently wide~ diftl'gent 

halachic theme ,... placed in jmtapoai tion m d a logical connection between tha 

1'11 SOUght by •ans at ingenious interpretations and explanaticma, but. in mch a 

1'11 that ti. oonnectin thread between them ~peared onq at the em ot th• treatiaee 

'lh1.s was the IDnvha. 1 In the otl'B r f'orm an apparently hcaagemoua f cn ,... 

diaeect.ed into ...,..i parts, which we.re then again co~ into an artiatio whole. 

1hia 'WU t'8 so-called •HJ.Uuk' (anal1Sis1 dieaeotion)." 
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Polish +.el•dio dl.acipline opeated ~h this •thod1 ~ it wu am ot llbe 

inat~ tor ac~l.Uh:IJtg the 80~1&1 hnction O:f .rabbinU.. Barons.. t&TCftb~ 

impressed bT Eillnf u a -.U ot dewloping the lawe "lquilibriua b* JD o-. 

t inuitf alll olwa&9 oaald the mre ~be ma1nta1ned moaue ot tm natan ot 

Jewish law and its .,,._,nJl'tration. It wu clear~ a 1- baaed on C&le9 uct ~ 

created bT the 1nz!mmo.J>le oourta ot t he l>.Upenion, rather t han on J.od.oal prt.ndpl•• 
What it lacbcl in logical ocneiat.enq, u c~ with the ap:lt1oeat .tiw'8n 

of ROMD :i.-, it ...,. t hm mde up by adaptabilit)" and workabiliQ'.... Jm~ 

students ot at.euin preoedente, uaual.J1' untam11a,. with histcrioal baallgrtnimd 

and otten oomaioua~ oarelau at it, had t o find their...,. a:ld8t oantliotU... 

and otten coatrdotor;r deoisl ona. '!bey had at their dispoeal.1 honnr, a YUt 

arrq ot vgwt.8 approprild;e to each case and could uae t heir judgwnt ad 

trahd.• in dialeotioal th~nld• to reach a deo11!11on suitable to the age ad~ 

vircDnt. 1hua equipped with a law which canbined llillcsnial ccmtimd.tJ' 1n .td

amental with gN&t eluticitJ' in details, t he Jewish people was prepared to f'ac:e 

·..t- lb9 CCllStant changes in t he outside world wit hout losing it'1dentity. 11 "In 

historic ntl"08pect , ons#nust admit that this method was int rinsically germane 

t o talmudic categories of' thinking, t hat i t s vagaries are excesses such aa JIB1' 

aftalct &l\T advanced j urist ic o'1r'hil osophical speculation, and that i t s main 

sb91'tcClll1.nga consisted in t he eff or t to t r ain an entire peopl e, rather t han allt 

SJQaJl. elit e ot jurist s- and philos ophers, in such a complex way of' thinld.ng." 

Such chuming generalizations, sweepi ng over vast t r act s of' space and time, are 

neither aiatorical~ .f'alse nor useful .. 

A more illuminat ing evaluat i on of pilpu1 and i ts .funct i on in Polish Jewish 
lU 

society ia given by I. Sos ais. We summarize t his viewpoint. 

Casuistic devel opment of' the t almudic l egal code was t he dmce whereey rab

bin:ism was able t o serve i t + oc:lal f uncti on. This syet em was di.rec~ onl1' 

Slight~ influenced by t h surrounding cult ure, unlike Jewish learn1ng in Spain 

and Ita~. The general culture of Poland in t he sixteenth oent11l'7' was larg~ 
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derivative, crude, and not 1t'ideapread. Into this situation talmudiam entered 

as an already well-developed system (Baron's milenial continui t:r I ) operating 

within an autonomous political structure. W'e observe o~ minor traces of sec

ular learning in hliall Jewiah thought, despite the fact t hat some of the ridt 

ywng men were sent abroad to stuey medicine. From the warnings concerning the 
llJ . 

11int'luence ot Aristotle in the yeshibot " it is evident t hat there was 

contact with secular philosophy, but it was a slight contact indeed. As a mat

ter ot .tact, --.talmudic lmellrledge was conscioua:cy- and rigi~ excluded trom 

Jel'lish Instruction. 

Even t he Bible, the basic written source or the religi0n, was accorded piece

meal and cursory attention. 'l'he statement that me.iv renowned scholars learned 

their Bible .from the Talmud~ ccntain more t ruth than humor. Sossis believes 

that the Bible waa neglected because it is, in gr eat part, an expression of 

protest against the lielocations ot a society which was changing from agrarian

i sm to commercialism. As sue~, it is suitable t or a discontented peasantry'. 

Biblical quotations •a~een inscribed on the banners o.f their revolutions. 

For the dominant ell JllD8roial and exploiter class ot Jews in sixteentf> and seven

teenth centJZry Poland, however, the material was not appronriate. It must need 

have been rendered aa inconspicuous as p9Ssible t hr ough neglect and reinterpre

t.ation. 

'lbe task of reinter r retation, i nitiated by the Talmud itself f or liistoric 

reasons, was carried turther by pilpul. By histing and distorting the words of 

t he Bible the dominant class rationalized its control of thef'onrnunal organizations, 

shifted an i~nate tax burden upon tbef'oor, and added to its wealth by charging 

exorbitant interest and foreclosing mertgages. 

Mastery ot slJ$ a valuable s ocial instrument was rewarded with prestige and 

Power. In F.aatern European Jewis' society, erudit ion meant only tal.mudic ertd ition; 

atuccy- meant study of the Talmud, ~ollD'llentaries, and Codes. In order to be respected, 

one had to be expert in pilpul. Not i.nf'requently decisions based on these mental 

acrobatics were revesed by the sam,,rocess. 
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Pilpul also retlected the crue~ competitive nature of Polish Jewiah societ7• 

There was conste.nt strife between individuals as well as between communities, a s 

the a.nDals of the CtNneila s•oW-, for trade and financ~ advantages. The appor

tionment of taxes was a special point of contention. When Jews entered the 

synagogue this c1111petitiveness did not cease. It was carried on intellect~ 

in querelous casuistic wrangling, and endless debates 'raxed over the division et 

synagogue honors. The position of one's seat in the house ot worship, t he ~ 

ticular portion ot the Torah upon which one tf8S called to pronounce the blessing, 

t he order in which the privilege ot carrying the Tor ah at Simhat ~services-

these, and a hoet ot other synqogue procedures were the oojecteft the same 

type ot shrewd maneUl'ering which was carried on in the business world. 

Suer an evaluation ot pilpul enables us to understand maiv of the allusions 

in PuchoTritzer to t he fact that sc~olars embraced that discipline far' the sake 

of thfrestigap.t would bring them. As practitioners and exponents ot that in

strummt whereby the u .. 1egical tone of the o:>mmunity was harmonized ,.;uh the 

interests of the dominant class, these scllolars could expect t o gain honor, fame, 

and glory, to be considered eligible for marriage into t he upper class or for 

appointment t o a lucrative r abbinical post. 

Puchowitzer struck at t'- crux of the sit uation when he decr ied the lack of 

interest •f t he scholars in t he welfare of the masses. In an oligarchic s ociety, 

Public acclaim conyeya no great advantage. It is t he small ruling circle muc h 

~be impressed, and that group would be favorably disposed toward the indivi

dual who displayed sutticim t l earning and subtlety t o give promise of being usetul 

to i t s interests. ror learning and subtlety 1"88 re41Pired in order to interpret, 

reinterpret, and misinterpret the lavr c•nvinci.ngly as the situation required. 

Although Puchowitser :.-rt his own distaste for J>ilpul quite clear, hi.a to~ 
tion is much closer t o an objective evaluation of t he method ·than that, ot the 

~ hrNb Hadu.h • which he quote~. In this respect he displa~ once again, 

the 111.ddle position which he maintain4' between theooligarcey and the maases • ..... 
Be • very ginger~ in hi4reatment ot the hightest level ot the rabbis, repeat-
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edl1 emphasising t hat they .. DOt guilt7 ot t he excesses and extremes which he 

castigat8'. 

Doe• this •an that lbohoritser rejected Pilput on idealistic grounda and had 

no cl.al• interest in the •tter? Whatever his personal qualities ot moden.tian 

mzt ha'Ye been, h18 preference for -..ar onr P1l.pu! wu also a product ot b18 

mcial~• 

Pirst it a18t be noted that he did not' condemn tM method outr1sla. fo taae o~ 

tr11T1 be d1804tl"Dtd '91.rtue in it it it wre not carried to ext:ruu. Be oear. .... 
ue~ it h1Me~, UOUing it on the groanda that his motin wu pure and altni.tio. 

'.lboee whcm be • d -cl 111.gbt repq in hill langaage, that it thq witmld tMU 

d1Tinl]T 1'9ftal.ed wl8dm they would also be guilty ot thett. 

In thil respect Pnaharitur spoJm the thoughts ot J*>ple who are by no -

cmpleteq out ott trca rabbinic culture. He menliioned tboee who had DC't pro

gressed 1n their education beyond the stud;r ot the Bible slightingq1 ilrp~ that 

ll08t ot hi• lin..n WN lbon that level. At t he same tiJDe his listenen wre 

not so ldTanoed in the 1- that thq oeuld read involftd legal texts euiq. • 

lbre blportmt, the adn1r1ng ld.ddle cla88 which strualed to eke out an existence 
..,...,,~..., 

.tioca "Sandq to tlll Sabbath," had neither tm, pati ence, nor ~coial m tf1'0' tpr 

the Cc-.>lu:1tiu ot pUmU.. ror t his group, a 111.mflitied version of the legal 

coc:tea, a JIClll"8 int.re.ting mode ot .i:resentation, material relevant to .._. ~ 

dq CODCl:l'•, and the underly:lng opt imistic comto.t that salTation wu at hand 

and waiti.JW - all the• elements in Pu.chmd.t ser•s approach made hia pi,eaoh1ng 

attre.ctift and uMtuJ.. 

The preacher ratimel1 sed his att acks on t he leaders of the oommunit7 tor 1191"" 

lecting these elemnt. 117 pleading t hat they ware reeponsi.ble for the entire ~· 

1'o a certain extent, w can understand t hat he found it wise to eotten t he blow 

ot his on. ticia ot that geoup which had the power to disentranohiae h1a prat.._ 

iona:t &ctiVitiep. At t he same time, we mlst also remmiber hi.a abiftl.ent atti .... 

tOl'ard tm elite. He wu himaelt connected with the learned clasa, it in a sub

Benient role, and did not desire t o tor.teit his atawHrg. I4.1cll the ...mers of. 

. l 
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the middle cl.us whcms tie addreaed ad reJNeentecl, he tacitq accepted th9 ftlm 

1f8t81l ot his societT ad woald not haft denied hiJuelt the Jftstige which b18 

erudition conferred upon M.a. 

Yet he was unable to restrain a baaic antagonism toward the elite. In the little 

nptte ot a rich mm rftil.1.ng hill in public we o,atch a glimpae ot uook am ...,. 

sentmnt which 8098 ct.ep ~ the roots ot the relationship betweea the haws am 
the haw-note. Ii his repeated and alJloat obeessive stress on the respamibilitJ' 

ot the leadeN, w detect a hatrecl which retuees to ht turned u1.de b,r polite 

rationalization .. 

Within the liJdte ot his backgroum am upbringing, Pu.chowitMl" se• to u to 

represent that clua which stirred with &content against the Clll'del- ot thinp, 

against a eeue ot ~enation tre11 its nurturing culture and ideolog. Die opp

ressed middle clue toand Tioarious satisf'action in his c<mdemnation ot the chtate.t 

wapon and lld.mwnt ot the upper cl.us -- casuistr,y - in fayor ot t he etapla 

tarm ot devotion - W•F• 

'lh1.a under¥ big ant1path7 was naturalq returned by the uner class. ~ in

tuited the danpn at thi8 irotest, and discouraged it. Where it was possible to 

rail against a =PM becauee he had not mastered casuistry, t hEV used the de~ 

racato17 languge ot th• Council ordinances ot 1623 and 169;. But Puchowitzer 

cOll]d not be so eu1]1' d18posed. He w.s able to fend far himself in the· reala 

at 0UU1at17, and was sutticient~ inVolYed in the dclld.nant -ideology to touch 1 ta 

llOA leDSitive point;a. their most effective weapon agsl.nst h1lll waa silence. Again 

and 'lain PuchOllS.tMI" plewied tor them to foster a special class ot ccapetent 

!$k"1lrh1! in tne oomunl,ies, oncy to plaintive~ remark in the Introduction to 

h1a last work, •1b• leadmts and sheperds before whom I have spoken ot this problem 
II lft.c,. 

all 1gree with me, 79t nothing is done to rectify the 'ft'ong. 
, .. ;" 

Speaking ot a later development in ethical -creaching Rusin ..,., •'!he earlier 

type ot llU88ar ccinoermd itselt mainJ1' with establishing a_.. hman approach 

to the Torah and nvetical literature and was still aomnhat removed trca the l.OllW 

I 
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masses, but it wu the foundation ot the later expreesion ot protelt and ft9D re-

1•1. 
volt against the authol'it7 at the autoarate. n 

Sossis po~ out anotbar upeotqat ethical preaching. "!a oondit1om c1ete-

1orated, the loRr l.Q9l-e ot the Jewiltl ccwmmit,- srred tartle r aq trca t.M ta],. 

mudic aristooraoy. 'lhe talmudista ~ conducted their studies 1ndiv1Amll1"• 

lbeY joined top.._,~ tar disputation. 1h1a form ot Qd.l'itul .o1d.'fitr 

is a retlection of 1Dd:l.Tiduali• and ecca om1c competition which ~ 1a tbe 

claaa which frodwd the scholars. Ind1'1.dualietio rational1a, oold-bla .. 111••• 

drf egotism, whiah pnn.Ued in social relationahipe, were carr.led onr into t.M 

spiritual area. AllDag the mases ot COlllllO!l folk, m the other hand, there .. 

alJrqs a feeling ot tlil med tor mtual asa1.atance1 colleotin help, and oa• an 

SJS11Patey. 1.bu• cbaracten.stio1 wwe also true tor its spiritual MU'Oh. 1he 
111& 

muses banded topth.r 1n .ocneties t.o help each other in study'. n It th1a dftial• 

ue u a tritle rcmanti01Md1 w cannot ~lete]¥ discount it u a d,..,..on of 

nalit1. Puchawit.er taught IUh a group, persons ot "leseer stature," am na 

nlcomed by' tba, in contrast to the supercillious treatment he received at the 

hands ot t he upper olua••.• 

Pram Pu.chodtser'• oc:mimnta on preaching we also derive a picture ot tm 1nten8e 

interest he dUplapd in that tcra am the great importance he att ached to it. 

His attitude wu not UJPdxed wi.th personal i:ride in his am talents. Hie snidll 

remarkl on the ettarta ot the ;younger men, "fledglings, n smacks ot the contempt 

at the expert tor tm '1111killed cra1'tsman. Ye ST surmise that his enn.:hasis on 

PNa~, aside traa its social buis am religious rationalization, preceded 

al.so trca the tact that he perso~ excelled in it. 

Returni.Dg to tbe preacher's works, we fiM tht.t.t he discerned other apressiom 

ot Pride and eel.tUpss among the wealthy. "'l'blrre are great Jones who are oalled 

heroes and haft •plendid rerutations but they are insimere. Among the I DU11ber 

that group which aqm, •ec.., let us build for u8 a oi:tY ~ enlarge our nme 

~ereby.' 'lbe;y build s,ynagoguaa and house• ot stu.d1' wherein~~ ao:roll.8 

ot the Torah and hoq jeweh7', but it is all dcme indncerel1'•" At a later 
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period ill Butera Bul"opean Jewieh hiato17, Im.tats intorms ua that DumlJ1' the 

rich either had Jd,Tate chapel.a in their own 7arda or jointq ma1nta1md om tar 
llJ.& 

taeir emluiw ••• • Aa t~ the enenteenth oentU1'7, th1a ._ practioe ,.. wJ4 

.ea to haft Mm ill Tague jladging lJT Hold.Jcle llat1ng of 8ft'ell eeparate lleMDJDch• 
112+ 

(ohapela) in the - ot indiftduals in P1nslc ot l.692. One al theee iDdiftdaala, 
JewiD 

Iasar KaJwomdtoh, _. the walthiut and wt influential• "'the oiv. It 

ia an interestiDg 6Watary ant.he oligarchic na~ure ot the ecwnmaJ orgud..._ 

that no regulaticm gOftl"ldng the llrinte chapel.a ot t~ rich oan be toand ,,.,,. 

to the enac'tMll'N later _. oonoerning the vlrioua worm• s .:rangoguae. 

Anotler dia:Nputable ~oe ot the ric• wld.ch PuchoritMr singled. out tor 

condMmation ,,.. the OGDduot ot t he burial societiee. n1t 1a a practice ill mar 
cOlllllUDities that the catt1oen ot the hoq (burial) societies arbitnriq Mt tbs 

fees which man be paid tor the burial of the dead. There is no proper proparUoa 

between the feu Mt tor the pe>ar and tor the rich. I have pers~ wit.ms8(_4 

them favoring am and dialing un,juatq witlt another. They fav<Yr their relatine 

and friends, u well u those who have power in the communit7. lh1B is a verr, 
verr degraded J11'99tioe. According to tm notes of the RAMA on the 'Sbulkban Arukh• I 

they are thiftM who _. not eligible to bt trustl'f'Ol"tb1' witnesses. If • th8J' 

negotiat e with am who hu voting priviliges thq geJBr~ come to an agrewz(t 

because that Jlll'BCllll -.., f08S1bq auoeed theme But the voters should not conduct 

themselves in thU unmr because DIS all the members of the oommunity are equal 

partners am the ottioers are not t he lord's pr'Ollhets. Despite the m&I\Y ordinances 

'llhioh have been 1aned regulating the handling of tums for a cemete1')", the evil 

practices flourish and one who protests is not able to obtain protection either 
ll2J 

through theae o:rdinlnoes or through t he courts. " 

'lhere are two s1gnif'icant comolaints in th• above source. 'lhe first concerns 

ti-e exploitation ot the mono,o~ which the societies held over t he mortuar;r in

dustr;y 1 amploying it u a private ent erpr! se rather than as a public utillt7. 

1here is also here a canplaint ag&inSt the oligarchic constitutian ot the~ 
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which limited voting priviliges to certain -.bers of the community 8l'¥l gave 1*8 

otMI"• i:ractioalli" no ~oice in it.a attain at all. DabnOW' notes of this per!._ 
"1he elections (of the ~) wre indireot, taking place through a limited Jmllbel' 

ot electors, and onll' persc:m at tairlJ' 1'1g .. tinancial standing, such aa pr-opw:rt17 

OID81'e or large .... , wne allond to be caMida't;es. Aa a matter ot tact, in

tellectual qualifications nre no lesa valued than financial standizg 1 acholaN 

occupying an hoDal'ab1e place in the ccmmmal council. 1be kaJ:a l adllln1stl"at1oa -
was thus oligarchic in 11is character. 1be lower and poorer olassea had llo NJ 1 11.n-

' ll3 
ation in it and u a result the:ll- interests trequebt~ sutteNde" 

It is obftom trail the tcregoinf excerpt tran Puchowitzer that the o~ 

was not quite a gOYerment ot philosoplter kings worldng with wisdca tor tta oowon 

nal. From hi• ocmplaint on the oemeter;r issue we realise verr practioal.J.1' and 

realistic~ that the control of the communal organizations bT the ruling olaiC• 

mt cm]T expedited the exploiting role of that class in general Polish aoc»v, but 

also was an 1.natramt ot internal exploit.ation.. 

'!he prim abun ot Sh!1 authoritJ' was the inequitable distribution ot the tllx 

burden. Puchor.l.tser noted the jroblem. "It 1a .titting that the sages ot the gen

eration should open their eyes concerning the vows taken 8'917 year bT the heads 

ot CClllllJIUDitiea and judgee and of.ficere am other elected officials that all their 

actions would be undertaken tar the sake ot Heaven. Properll' qualif1ecl •li>en 

ot t.be Ccmmmd.tiea UoaJ.d be designated for these posts. Our ey-es have seen that 

brand large theJ' ohooee their friends and relatives when there are better qual

itied people liTing in the ccmmmi ties. Also, notice should be taken ot t he tact 

that t.bq near to allocate taxes proper~, not lqi.ng a hav,. burden on one and 

lightening the burden ce another1 but we see thB they samet:!JDes favor their friends 
llh 

and those llbo haft paillC'• " 

Since the 'tiaJM)olleoting competence of the~ wu its pr1Jlar;y fw:lction with 

regard to the Poliah government, its organization at that tunotion wu eupl"GI~ 
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8Jld to dinct •h"«r8 OD the proper path.• Ot a1u he found no durth. 111 

di1c11aeion ot t.lleee du ii npiticaat, beoauae he dealt with tranagrea&iou *1cll 

were direct~ broa&bt about b7 social circsmataacee. 

one ot the aha which acitated hill ..... ~ ... the deaeoratioD ot tbe Sabbath. 

•~e evil practice of Mll he liqllft to the gentuee OD the Sabbath bae incnaHCl ia 

man;r commaitie•• !Ure ii a popular aiaconceptiOD that it a Jn doee JM>t actuall1' 

touch i"Qe JIOM'T be ii pend.tted to tre.neact such bubeea. ih1e aietake bae com 

about tor two reuou. 111-1~, anere ot an 'D'M'lll are pendtted to sell spirits 

on the Sabbath th1'oqh their gentile H'l"ftDte, acoorcliDg to t.he 9a* llpzil. l2•i8/ 

Sec~, it 11 pe1'11tted to gin a ln spirits OD the Sabbath ii he eqe1 •Pill 

tM11 THHl tor • ad w ehall Mb oar reokcm' ng atter the Sabbath.' Oil t.h1e buie 

Ila.JV' liberiie1 haw bMa taba, eo that at present we tiJad instu.cee ill which •MT 

11 dS..patched at tlle bud ot gentile 181"9Utl1 wh.1ch 1a doing bubess pare ad 

liaple. il•, w y Cm eell their liquor to gentile• pers~, in 1lh1ch cue 

thq Tiolate t.he Sabbath o:rdJMDC81 qeinat wcrJdnc am doing busiDeae, and tht17' 

-11~ bellen that it tne-r are but csaretul not to touch the J10D87 it is per

~. Ia~ it is a ein to do these things, aDd to sell other wares. Despite 

the tact that tlae•• practioee are widespread, the prohibitions oD the• reuiJl in 

torce.• 
U9 

1he PN&aher-. wll aware of the eccm.omic pressures which caueed these Tio

lationa, 1diicla he l.aeate4 ~ taee, 1he JIBDJ18r in 1!hich he took oognitsaDCe of 
I 

theee pre191~ S.jlt~ed~DI· •.And tar thoee who dare to eq that ther,J' are forced 

to ?ioatef laDbath beoauae their UTlihood depuda upon it, such as thOM who 

laaae Ji,/~ ill tone and YilJ,Ages traa lords and ld.nge, let them know that th1a 

18 
1r'l'oll '~· Perish t.he thought that a person is pel"llitted to Tiolate the SUU.'th 

bacaw .ffa ot ll'flihoodl How can one think ot desecrating t.he Sabbat.h pabllo17 beoaue 

ot a ;111".JJ.hooct, when ~e ·~ B!£!ih, Sad'eh' has told ua taat t.he weacrea aml 

destl'11ietion which took place in our dqs in the Kingdoa ot Poia.l •n oaued bJ' 



80 

111J1 sins and OU ot tiaea waa +.be Tiolation. ot the Sabbath? 1hese are hie W01'd8e 

•And let the evil 1fOl'd diaapear ti-ca the mouths oi the 'T'!da.rt whc the7 cl.aia that 

the law of th• lu.cl (ia which a ln llTee) b binding. Shall. we trauereH the t&ith 

ot our Torah beoaue ot the la or the lud? !Yen it Olle is reduced, Ood torb14, to 

beggar'1 he ehoulcl not 4eeeorate the Sabbath. I 11WSt also intor11 those who are coa

eerned with their W1' a4 an rll11n1 to violate Sabbath lau beOl.UH ot it, that 
120 

the profit will •t r •in in their hud8 uq length ot Uae. •• 

Fro& theH stat..ate it aigbt appear that Paohantser d11coantecl *•• JIN•AN• 

aD4 iuiated upcm a ric14 obMl"ftDCe ot 'tale Sabbath no atter 'lhat t.h• eaoritioe. 

Ac~ he waa oouidal'Ul1' M1"8 tellperate. •Ia t.ruth it 1JOUlcl be beet it w 

obael"'t'8d the SUbath etriotJT accordiJac to its lau, but h order to proTI.de a 11•

llhood to the Sou ot ial• Ocnuaat I ehall restate the teclmiques reooaended _. 
121 

the COdes tar nab a dtwation.• 1'here f'ollon al~ presentation. ot the 

JMDDer in which a Jn .., t..porari~ relinquish ownership ot his business h order 

tihat it ~ b• opa - .. sabbath. 

Puchowitser o.ae qaJ.a turn.eel his attention. to the lead.era. •llost ot 'the Sabbath 

Tiolat!ona comitted b;r the aaases came abmit through a deticienar of knowledge 

concerniDg t.he lna ot the sabbath. 'l'heretore the sageis ot the generation. are re-
122 

sponaible to Waa t.aa. muses ot the correct procedl!Ms.• 

B01r, his trea-.t ot this probl• is verr interesting and important. In th• 

Pl'esentat:ton • are ll8de -.n ot the growing number of pet'tiT a.rewtaa who scraped 

a lbl.1ho1)d traa le&Md taTeru ot the estates ot the nobillV• 'lb.ese small mer

ch1Ate .. ,. a ~ar OJ7 tram the great financiers and exploiters or the .Jewieh ..... 
~ ,. 

IQ · ~1tooft07. Caught between the 8X08881Te demands ot the landlords and 

~ oWu, Pcrt;erifT, tA.,- could not attord to forego a dq'e receipts • . hi:~~ Puoh-
'tOllld . 

, , .- ta, haTe lacked SJ•pa:thy tor their ~oamen.t. lJltiaate'.q, honnr, he 

~ 
I I 
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proposed uthode whereb;y tba7 could obey the let~r ot th• law and coati.Jme to do 

business on the Sabbath. 

'!'bis is an inter.ethg ex•apl• ot uaing hair-splitting lepl interpretatiou to 

benefit the middle 1>laH. Ew'a in this ina'tance, h0118Ver, PuohoritHr mup4 to 

pl.ace some ot tile. 1"9epouibillV on the upper cl.us, depictbg th• 'riolatore as 

iJmOCell~ iporQte 

In a later caturf the rutic Mrchute, coatiauiDg to dritt ....,. hoa .Jnilll 

reUgioua and cultaral. 801U'Cee, loet 110et ot their contact nth la ad obMrnacea. 

'l'hq did not haTe the opportaities ot the civ dwell.en tor ectuoatioa. Puollow:ltMr 

has reported that ff9Jl in the aenn.teeath cen.tur.r the weakened !Mil ceued to ex

tend its eduoatioul MMCH to t:he rural areas, and looked upon. the 811&11 tn p 

onl.1 as a soarce ot coatributiou. !Yen.tualq the terms "11Pma• (rustic) ud 

•seM•r• beoae .,...,_... wUh iporance and tailure to obsel'V'e the law. Iha 

thq had reached that atap, na the llil.d leplilll ot Puchowitzer would haTe bea 

b81QDd thea. 'Iha tbq wn reaq tor Hassidia. 

Another trauere•aioa which otf'ended Puchowitzer was UB1ll'7• "l1SUJ."1 is ll01t' suctioned 
ua 

t~ and wide.• I• .. uoned variaua illegal dmoes which n:re emplorecl in ol'der 

to exact intera1t. •I eee tit to un.tion. the practice ot some _who bellen t.hat the;r 

aq collect intenat 'bJ' haTin& the borrower write a contrac~ tor a mu.ch larpr 111111 
124 

th8D the loan. 'Dail !.a a 'riolation. ot the biblical probibi tion..• •'lbe practice 

ot ha'Yin& the bOrt"ORr deposit the securiv ot a gentile which he happeu to ha.,., 
as 

4Dd haTI.ne thia M01lri v sern u the in.te:reet on the new loan, is etriotl1' tarbidd-. • 

Aa ~the cue ot Sabbath desecration., Puchowitzer did not teel that the probl• 

taa to f'orbid the practice altogether, but to assure that it was perf'orMd ia a • ..,. 

1h1ch WOUld aatUfr t.u letter ot the law. Toward this end he reproduced th• 'f'U7 

iaportant statue of' 1607 trued at the instance ot t.he Vud b7 Joeh11& hllc ca~-. 

Rabbi or Lublill. 1'he lengthy' ordinance enumerates u:a~H ot ill•ael •thoU of 

collecting inten1t. It ns then suggested that tbe lepl •nner ot ext.rM\1.ac ta~ 
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It was permitted to take iaten1t na a lO&JL ll&de tor buaine8S purposea. h suoh a oaH 

t.be lender was cou14ered a p&rtur ill the b111ine1& ot the borrower. The parturllhip 

111 oonsmu.ted b7 the lellde g1T1Jac the borrower a mll. coin 8lld wilhing h1uel.t and 

hi• partner good luek 1JL their •cawOA enterprise.• However, the authorities Rru4 

that •one should not Mt hia had to the couumatiOA ot such an arraqueat withcNt 
128 

couult1Di a lap u4 teacher.• Bellprin baa utilised the Puchaw:itser aO\ll'Oe 

to inclme this V•l'J' important act in hia coapilation ot the ordiuaces ot tU Pollllh 
127 

Coancil. 

!he hi~ ComMNialiMd role ot the Jna h their aociet;, uoe11itate4 ONClit 

operation. It is obYiou trCll Puchowi.tser that such operatiou were wideeprud aot 

o1J1 between Jen ad patllee, u we have previous~ described, but &110 aaoac .r .... 
' 

!he coaercial ciTillsatioa ot t.almw'ic times had required reillterpretaticma ot IOll9 

ot the eoOD.Ollic 1- ot the Bible. '1'he ued waa eveD greater ill Puohowi tur' a ace• 
To have torbiddea l1IOh open.tiou would haft been Camlte-llke, and would ac~ have 

worked a ha1'd.ehip cm 11l• aiddl• claaa which required loau in order to maintain i ta 

priTiligea. 1'bat 1a tU reason that although Puchowitaer did not relish the practice, 

tor it undoubtedJT aa ai.ued and worked hardships on straitened borrowra, h• tin

~ realised tbe MoeHiV tor it a:Dd concerned hiuelt o~ with the proper torm. 
;,, 1'c I '/If .. ,.,.,,., 

Le.ck ot decorm,wae another concen of the preacher. •'!'he world has accepted as 

pe1'111tted that which 11 not pel'llitted. 'l'hq speak ot private matters in the l1Jl8&0CU 
128 

d111'11g the ti.lie ot Jll"llfW•. • •In t Aaudei §AUh' the author complained about the 

IDIOlmceaenta 11hioh an aade h the 8JD&COl11e• •It these anD.OUDoements were all tor 

t4e public welfare I llipt grant that they ahoUld be permitte:d, but annouacements 

0oacern1ng the Ale ot whe and other mattera ot toad pd drink are UDdoub~ a 
1£9 

lil llld de1eorate the auctity ot the l)'D&80P• •• "We tilLd evu leaned ou1 
130 

1Pllking or buaineH attaire in the 87Jl&IOgue.• •And at lean duri.Dc prqel'8, 

then a person is forced to la&Te bis work, let him Hp&rate hie thouchta troll attairs 

ot t.be world so that the halt hour or hour he spends there should be ho17. Be should 
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AOt speak at all dur1Jac tha prqen.• 

Cleavil:lg to h18 .-eraJ. &ppnuh t.bat ••t ot the ahs nre d1le to lack ot Jmn

ledge, PuchowitHr to.ad that this tra•cre1sion gm out ot iporuoe. •&peek1nc ot 

attera of pablio nltue 1a pend.ttecl h t.he IJUC'Ope, but not d111'inc t.u PftlJ••· 
1ro11 this it bu com Uout t.bat thq •peak ot priTate u.tter1 ud •ftll d-f·- tu 

1~2 ' .-.-.... 
prqtr•• • •A owz apt practice hu bHa bl'Ollght about b7 the practice ot PllJiml 

one•a respect to Ule Nbbi 1a ~ 81'UIOIU• Bow w tiDd g1'0Up8 which tab the 
us 

Ubertr ot approaohhg tha rebbi on •ecul.ar aatter1 when thq creet hill.• I• 

detected u el.wt ot h1'aoeriti,r 1D thi.a procedure. "!'or Uie llaia pa-t thi• 1a 

dOll.8 tar the .. ot tlat'teJ.7'' ud it is nll-Goa that nat~rer· will ut ... tu 

face ot God. J:/fr l'Ubl ao 1a able to al>olillh t.hia •'Yil practice ._, hi• a+---t.h 
lM ' -~ 

iAcrea1e and ll"iJ' h• cle:riw a bles.U,. • 

and btc&UH ot th11.., people tall 1Dto th• sin ot agagiJag 1D buahesa and JMor mt 

betore thq Pl'8l'. ..., ao an pioaa and do not willh to ..... •neap h work before 

the7 f1rf1:f are taroecl t. r«flT prin.~, iD their hom1, which is a great loes of 

hollneas. 1his pral»lla 11 not acute h the larger cClllllUDitiea. '!'hue C1'01lpll cal.W 

11atcbtn tor ill• Dua' ~to the IJ'UCOpe Terf ear~ ud atudT a lesaoa to

c•ther, 1lbUe tbe lMl'Md ou1 ~·ue their 1t\11il.e1 at home until the tiM ot prqer. 

haiuaa .Mil u4 iuor.n ban their on IJDICOIUH where thq prq together at the 

01'lck ot dawn ad are Mt led 1Jato sh. But iD the ...U comani tiee such taoili tiH 

are aoi p l'OT1d8d , ad otto tbq delq 1D cOlliDc to th• qnagogue until late in the 

dar, IO truiti 'tait1 Uue ot worlhip 1a locbd 1lhlle Jn1 are working and doinc buaiuHI 

It 111 incum' ~at upca • .,.17 ace and sincere 11&n to aboUah thia practice h hie ton, 

lid to ord •r tbat wonhippers be S1880ud to the 91JIAIOP before nnriH lloth t-.r 

'Id Wintr br. Ia t.laat WT there will be people iD th• Q'D&&OP at the proper t.1-

ot ~ _., and ao OU OU. coaplaiD sqhg, 'llhT lhould I OOM e&rl.1' ... DO OM ia 
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tob• tound then at the proper UM?•• 

An hcid•tal it.. ot flUCOCU practice llhich ml1' be ot ourreat iatereat a.. 

ctrud illl~tal. w1o pNe"'Sa1 the Sabbath ne eurloe. •Ia..., c~ uldtS.a 

th• Sabbath ia wlow4 witila peat •· 'flwT pJ.q J1USical iutrme1lte, timrpeu, 
U8 

aid rloliu.• 

Froll Pachowitsert1 oual refU'UCe to 'buiull OOAftreatiou ill t.he .,......., 

SoHil • conteatioa t.bat the pl.ace ot wonhip waa u ateuion ot the cOllml'Oi&l 

areu. would .._ ~ be ,jutifted. lie a1.eo hdioates t.hat the rabbis w:re draft 

into the buaiuH attain beo&UH ot t.he illtegr&l. Nlatiouhip betwea Jewilh Ute 

and the Jni* law 1lldah thq eda1n1eten4. 

Puchowi tsert I ~ e1 nte aaaiut tU edDcaticm&l precticea ot hie t1- W:N 

oloae~ boad lip witila hil mori&ticm ot Jl11We "1f1.th our qea we haTe HeJl t.hat 

in all the laD41 wben tal.N 111 pul is not studied, nab u in PalestiM ud other 

laDd1, thq are edao&W 1a HOul.ar bowledp and in the law, becauae thq haft 

aon time to dnote to ..._ 1tiadie1 aJld do not waste t1M as we do in our comaW,-. 

!11pecial.l;r uoq t.he 7ftth do we obeene the ruin brought about b7 this M1ltal 

tricke17. .AJll'OM 1lbo doe1 not acquire a reputation in this vui.V- ii couiclered 

worthl.e11 ud t.be7 an the:retore torced to oeue truittal studiea. It attctioa 

were toeuaed as it lhoal.d be, oa the Bible, Mf Au, Tallmd, and Codes, •&Dir sin

cere 7oung Mil woald be iaproved. I mow troll .., on experience that there are 

~ aplmid 7cnac win our geure.tion whose heart ii like the li0Jl1B in Torah, 

and thq ardeat.17 dH1n to stud7, but tbq are ignored because the,r are not •

Ptrta in 0&81111ia17. '°* this reuon thQ' cease their a~s atirel1' atter 

-.rr1ap •t ot pi-etcnmd dieoovaae•nt. '1'he onl1' remed1 tor this evil is that he 

'tho bears the tear ot tbe Lord in his heart should ~ no attentiOJl to the praiM 

or caJ.~ ot hman 'baillp. At least such a 7oung man. should choose the p1]•1 

'hich is c~lo1er to the truth because there is some baeti t ill purauing that tJpe 

ot etUd;r, but let hill not concern hiJIUlelt w1 th 1 t crt•much, tor each IChol&r 
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la ... .-..u. ot ,_ ltlU .. 1~ la pnet.1ee4 ia _. ... ....,. .. " , •• 

baa z " .. • .... el.•_. .. ln11•a1·• tou,,.,.. a ~t.., to i..t -.sz. P"9'1• 

dDced 11 1raU. *18 la w•a I 111.Ul _. m_,. atlier aotbR• U. trrtm'• .._ 

pert baa ilae in;tr patll u - u U.. PIP"• are plMed 1~·dr leeel•. • t..i. 

h oar wt., t.U. tll9 n1..,.1 mtMll ol a , '• tr+191 a W a 1'lt ot tM 

biJ>}iee) ,.U.- of ... --. At U. -1 of U. J'MZ' .. pllpll Ma f~ fm' 

mre*alliemai.iw.-.-. 

bu .. , ··~ .,,,..._..-. M1tl9 •nm~• ac'-111' a- .uw.c. ~ 1111r 

lead Ida dinetq late ..., '· ....... t cldrp8 1IQi'da 111.u.o.t u.e ~ .u. 
of tMir I 1• ......... mllllm'i-111. 

do st dPwa ta.idr •' "ee JJD a JMb' •U.C C9bbe•• bat U.. eocmpl1 Ila U... 
151 

llla • ~ 111'1• ~- .. 
Die ecm de •q1au ot - dee:l1• 1a .... u. ts~ cl.Mr]T i1-rl. 9!Mn 

are - -... ot u1Sn'ee mo :ref'lll• to accept a atme•t. • 1••• he Pl"9 .. u t.h8a 

wiUl. c:aes1' •la san ... plP rep1.ar taltia r .... 9J&t will u.. .. Mbolv9 

aaa.r- to fMb> a· , !Ida .n.t. eiastca llodA i.. aol.t ....,, beceue ~ ... ot 

tae JIOGI' -.. rt att*4 to pq are farced to .._. bm1"" m ceaM t1'9 U..tr 

n..iu... aa I-... -' ~ •w'ftMI. 0... I - • orsMa 1111o -. • C-. 

rte"• .Jal ..a w • ..._ • .u,. ~ --t1ac at ·m1•1 JMor, m be t;o14 

• u.t Ile-. ~ acatted ia 87 79¢ .. Ne"• he W mt U.. ~ to -,., • ... 
AU U.. r-.... w ,s Jda ott, a.a» had rNOl.....t to~ - .,._ta.,..... to 

... ~~to~ tor .... ni 7 ....... a.a ................ 

t:trra to ta.d,p .....,..., a. vcmc ~ wta.r, t• .. •l I It. .. - t... tMir 

•nrta, Jrw.tac-. ._ wd.11 wt e1p91 U... trcm .. ,.M._ _. -.111._.., 
ta. t.e.. • ·~ 
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'Oar lather• a4 the &eMntiou before ua 1trove to appoint rabbil 11bo W01ll4 

1pread the TONh na t.ho1ICh t.be rabbb ~ haTe bee p1or. 'l'h• citiseu 1IO'Gld 

accept th• J'OUllC at1111eat8 l1b ou ot t.heir on tuil.1', and were concerned t.hat 

tbt etudente eh01ll4 aot be d1etracted. 'l'hie etnngtheDed the rabbi ud hie 1t1P 
Z'Ubi 

date. BoweTW, 1a oar clq1 t.here are lMden 11bo will uot accept a •• ; •• a-

l.II• h• ie wal- ud there are rabbie who, 1J1 the Mia, will. on:q accept Uae 

IOU ot the ria u papll1. Sa.ah Nbbie are not tul.t1l.l.bc t.heir d11t7 117 aati1-

f71q ~ the rich ud teaching~ rioh pupils. '1'h91' truagre11 t.hat whiab 

ii 1l'itten, •Do .ot plaae a etumbUJac block before the bliJld. • the ..Uera ot 

a comait7 1lh1oll Mhtaiu a nal.UQ- rabbi 8Dd hie rich atudot1 believe t.hat 
1'0 

t,hq are tulf111111c tihe1r oblip.tiou, and t.hat 1a aot true.• 

•In our gan"&tioa 1aae T8rH '.bd Iarul hae been reduced, • hae been tultUled. 

1ar the .,st part, 1tm1H are conducted in t.be Dnhi~oI ~part ot the JMZ", 

IJld UJ11 ml.ler o _.1 U.e h&Te ao nWa'h't at all. lbere there 11 JLO ac~ 

ill a ccmmdt)- the Nbbi ie not aorall7 otitl.et to hie wagea, becauee he 1a per

aitted to accept ooapaMtion ~it he etudiee ud teachea and dellvere dieoo11raea 

to t.he coqreptioa, the •tter ot each dq 1J1 i ta tiu and ot the Sabbath in i ta 
1'1 

U..• 

Baggeated raeclie1 tor the parlous state ot education in his tiu were made b7 

hchOlitser. Be quoted extend.Te~ the proposal• of the IWlWL of Prague and 

ot ~ Luntschitz tor a more logical and sensible curriculum. He himselt pro

polld that "it would be nil to order upon threat of excomunication that no teacher 

lhaU begin teaobhc a w Tal.Jllud until the student is thoroughl1' acquainted with 
142 

~Bible and ita tnulatJ .. on." He also suggested a qsta for adult st11d7. 

'low h abaU aplaia 1za brief the proper order ot -stilq. 1'irst}1', a persOll is 

obUcated to labor and atrive to raise his standards. Thu, it he ie acquainted 

li!h the Bib.le he lhoUld endeavour to 1881"11 11119hna to the extent ot his capacities 

"'1 aentai attaiuenta. ad it he tinds that he is not able to grasp a great deal 

ot tibe at* ot 111.s!ma i.• will do his dut7 by stud11ng the Bible am as llUlh ot UM 



)liahD& as he can absorb." 'l'he 88M procedure waa recoaaended tor the succHai'ft 

levels ot Tala\111, Caaeataries, Code1, ud. through to Iabbala~ which repreHntecl 

the pSnacle. Be oc:mtilm9t with uother 1ugge1tion. •A person auat reTI.ft hie 

studies. The learucl ous lhoal.4 re.ember t.hie because most ot thea do not reT1n 

their studie1 in Bible, llillhu., aDd Oeura, aDd their knowledge evaporatea. 'l'hQ' 

are also carele11 ia their launrledge ot the Bible, tail.iDg to observe that which 

is said, •Juat aa a bride should be adorned with jewel.17 so shoul.11 a learucl -.. 
1415 

be expert iJl the Bol.T Writings.• 

The economic aapeot of' the decliDe in education led Puchowitzer to consider th• 

general questicm ot the support of scholars. .After pointing out the 118oe11it7 

a.lid importance ot each Mil stwving tor ~elf, he went on to point out the Tirtuee 

of supporting the dlld;T ot others. •One who cannot s"CIU.dy himself eit.her t.hrouP 

lack of 8 as ,, prep&Mti<m or because he is taken up ~t.h work, let hi.a nable 
l" 

others to etud7 and it will be accounted as if he had studied himselt. • 

•'!'he most etf'eotin ~ for 0118 to discharge t.his dutJ' is to support a echolar 

at one's own table, it it is within ol18's means, or to board a scholar in his heme. 

If it is 1apo1a1bl• tor 0118 iDd1 vidual to eupporli a scholar, let more t.han ou 

baDd together tor t.hie purpose. Conversely, if' one man can afford to support more 

than one scholar, let hi.a support as 111&ny as he can. It is preferable to organise 

housea of le81"D1.Dc in each community and to subvent scholars to reside t.here per-

114Delltq. 'l'hq can be llediocre scholars as well as brilliant ones, as long as the7 

atud;y with sinceritJ-. ibeae suholars can t.hen benefit the publll>'- b7 delivering 

discourses to the bHt of their abilities before those who are occupied with earn-
146 

inc a llvlihood.• . 

However, t.he quition still remained, whether one was permitted to accept mone7 

tor stlJd11ng Torah. "It ~ be asked, •How is the scholar permitted to derin ben

•tit from hie learninc, . for is it not written that one who derives profit troa hie 

8ttdr of Torah t.hereby condemns himseltt • The SKLAR has written at length on t.h11 

question and the essence ot his words are that one who accepts help and beneti t 
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from others in order that he should DDt have to spend time seeking his food ia cer-

tainly permitted to do eo.... Bev~eleH, if a scholar can support himself ud 

still agage in stuc11', that is oe~ a mefl.Sure of righteousness. However, it 

is impossible for eTel7 person to accomplish this, and it we relied upon ev817 un 

to study Torah while 1upportiq himself all scholars would soon disappear. 'lhe 

llABRSHAL has even gone so far as to declare that even if a scholar has a cratt 

or business which would enable hill to support IU tuily without help, it is a ah 

for him to retuae help and work at a time when others need his Toreh. In lllce 

manner, it he alrMd7 hu sutticient tunds tor his need1 trom lending 11011e7 on 

interest to gentilee or 1ome aimilar source which does not cauee bill to give up 

time for stud1', it 1a 11ntul. for him to accept public support. Inate~, let him 

eat ot his own and uae the public funds only for the expenses of stud7, ant if he 

uaes his c:nrn funds e'ftll tor that expense, God will repq hill. The connunity might 
146 

•ell strii1e to invest the tunds of such a scholar in a profitable enterprise. 11 

1be deterioration ot education in Puchowitzer•s time came about as the obligations 

of t.he cc >mmuni tiee grew am they- were unable an;v longer to expend money on pater

nallstk s welfare woru tor the poor. The restriction of learning to the sons of 

tb rich worked in a rloious circle. Products of the upper class, themselves 

sometiJaes engaging in U.uI7 or investment business, the sages and scholars served 

the interests of their 011J1 class. 

One of the sharpest expressions in the ideological sphere of economic deterioration 

was t.he corruption of the rabbinical office. Puchowitzer pointed out some of the 

abuaes of his time. In several pl.aces he spoke of weal th as a criterion for choosing 

rabbis. "It is despicable in the eyes of God and men that rabbis should give pre

sents to powerful. iDd1 Ti.duals and loans to the conununi ty in order to capture the 
147 

rabbinical office." 

hl.se stsndards were also exercised in the election of cantors. llJ'ew imeed are 

~e COlllDlunitiee which select a cantor who shall be adorned with virtues and good 
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atta.i.Dmente, nor are thq even interested in learning Thethe1· he understands the 

words well and prqs sincere~• tnetead thq seek attar a cantor whose Toice is 

pleasant and stroag. Cer~ this is also a virtue, but it is ot verr Jldnor ~ 
148 

portance compared 11'1 th uprightness ot charac~r and piety." •I have seen in-

stances in 'Which a cantor was an ignoramus and a knave and was retained be~ ot 

his voice." 1'hia, Puohowitzer shre~ abeerved, is not so much the fault ot the 
149 

cantor as ot the communit,' in not deunding higher stanc1ards. 

Some or the practices or the Judp1 were also protea~. •1'he author ot 'Ill 

.Amudim' complains apin1t the Judges 'Who accept a tee tor each deciaip:L thq rendm-. 

This is ug~ in the eyes ot God and man and causes wagging or tongues and words ot 
suspicion. llaq aeek to Justify the procedure by pleading necessity, but their 

-
justifications are wrong. One who accepts money to render a decision n'l:l.litiee hie 

;1- 150 
decision. Since the deciaion is void, it is robbeey to force people to accept illlla. • 

The preacher suggested a practical measure for combatting the evil. 11'lberefore 

let it be established that the judges should be paid by the phal, receiving a stip

ulated annual eua and tbe co\U"t fees should ))e paid into the pubUc treasUI7• How 

disastrous that the judges should have degenerated in our time into businessmen or 
151 

laborers 'Who seek to make a proti tl tt 

An interesting sidelight was cast b;r the preacher on lecy- col.U"ts 'Which were some-

times dictated 'b)P circuutances. "'lbere are so11e villages which do not number UJT 

learned men smonc t.heir DUlllber, and in order that cases should not come before gen

tile Judges it haa been sanctioned to convene Jewish courts in which the Jud&es have 

never been ordained in the law. Knowledge of the law in these places grows weaker 

in each generation until they are complete~ unaware of how to render a decision 

&ccording to the Torah. It also sometimes happens that even 'Where there are ord•1 ned 

1.JkiiVidusJ.s the leaders appoint others because ot considere.ti{IDs ot honor. aeee 

~ges render deciaiou based on their own particular opinion 8Dd on ..-n'ta17 con

eiderations. One wrong begets another and we find that this practice causes ~ 
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dieputes in Israel tor eYe170ne desires to lord over his comrade and not to b&Ye hie 

comrade lord over him. 'lheae lq courts (piaQi ~ batim) are often worae than 

the gentiles. At least the gentiles have an ordered legal qstea, but the Jna b&Te 

no order in their lq courts. With regard to one law thq will saMtiMa declue 

one man guilty' ud tree another. And even learned men llho have been ordained h 

the law present no difficulty' to the judge1 llhen those learned men lit at home and 

not on the .1ud&'e 1 s bench. With av own qes I have seen, and not in.ti-equat]1', a 

lq court lq don a derilion based on ignorance, aDd when he who hae lost the cue 

cries out that the Torah has been contravened, no one pqs the alipte.t bit ot 
152 

attention.• 

Despite these abue1, Puchowi tzer granted the necesai t,. tar lq oourta. "How

ever 1 because condi tiou sometime1 cause it to be impossible to have Judge• who are 

all ordained ill the law, it ii permitted also h such a case to convene ;tie hHda 
15S 

ot the commtmi tie1 to Jmp a case on the basis of common sense." 

Puchowitzer lqs strong emphasis in his writings on kabbalistic concepts and sourcH. 

He repeatedly atreseed hi• reliance upon it. •Redemption, mq it come speedi]T and 
154 

in oar owm dqs, will come o~ through the studT of Kabbala." "lie who is not 

Priviligec':l with the stud1' ot Kabbala is surelJ" not righteous in his behavior or does 
155 

not studf Torah siacerel.7. • 

'le ~ in the elnated cOlllp&D1' ot Solomon lchechter when we •lq no claim to being 
156 

initiated. in the soieDCe ot the invisible.• Nevertheless, we venture a tew Wftds 
I 

on the 13ocial ba.okcro=d 0~ ltabbala h seTenteehth century Poland. General]1' a d11-

tincti.on is dra• between the writings of the school ot Isaac Luria which became 

I>OPll1J.ar in this period and earlier Kabbala. Scholem has, however, demonstrated 
, 157 

tbtJ essential utellectual continui 'Gr of the Kabbala. Puchowi tzer mq be nua-

b.ered among that group ot moralists who are credited b7 Scholo wi~ having propagated 
158 

Luriwe doctrines. 

Horodetek;y traced the growth ot Kabbalist thought in Poland. •A large scale lllTB-

ticeJ. movement arose aao111 the Jews ot Poland. People began to immerse theaselvea 
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in the . Spanish-Palestinian labbala. • • • 'lbe extent to llhioh the Spanish Iabbala •• 

spread among the people ot Poland and the extent to which the great rabbis battled 

against. it, is atteated b7 original. aources or the period. Rabbi Moses Isaerll• 
. . 

wrote, •Among the .-on people 1a1111 dare to st~ the subject ot ltabbala. •• Sol-

omon Luria is quoted to the aw etrect. .uter axpl.a.in1 ng tbe tear ot the rabb11 

that the st~ ot labbala would weaken their atahori v, Horodetaq make a the toll.

owing significant 1'9&rk. "But their word• tOUDd. 110 attentive ears. 'lb• people 

found 1u Iabbala tihat which tbq soiJgbtJ thq tound there the spirit and the 1wl 

of Judai811l. Vol,..1 ot l&bbal.a continued to be printed and apread aaoq the people 

as much as the boob ot the Bible and Talmud. Even the rabbis theuel.Tee, witbal 

their oppoai tion to •twb' ot the labbala b;r the comnon people, beheld the labbala 
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with delight and dffoted their tree time to it. 11 

The stud7 ot th• labbala w.e, as Horodeteq has iDdicated, a reaction to the 

sense ot enstranc-t wbioh the maSBes telt from the sources of their cul.t1J1'9. 

At the sue tiM, it appMl.ed eTen to the rabbis as an •11i•••e'•1 ~ther-worldl1' 

escape trom the perMcutiOJUS and 111.ssacres of .the times. The upper intelleotiJal 

group was attract.eel and 19t repelled, tor interest in the supernatural order rep

resented tl tund ... ntal disregard for tbe order doh rabbin1811l represented. 

P. Lah.rge, IOB-ill-law ot ltarl Marx, has suggested that the Kabbala was adapt-

able to the need1 of tbe large urchaut clase, espeoial.JJ' in the pre-Lubianic period. 

'The ltab,bal.a and its tollonrs in tbe pre-Lurianic period were a philosophical re

necur,n ot the mah requirements ot the capitalistic bourgeoiee. nus class stroTe 

to de·st1'07 the independence ot the colonies, to abolish corporate privillges, to 

eata·.blish standard uaita or weight and measure. Jews especiall7, as a merchant peple, 

ref.lected this strivinc in the language of ~sticism. 

'Such kabballetic doctrines as panthei811l and tranSllligration or souls are 1181'8]T 

' 11etapeysical expreiaion or mercantile values. Just as the Godhead is prHent 1a 

&U created thing1, 80 too, there is a value in 8'f9l'7'th1nc llbioh ii boupt ud Hlde 

J111t a.a ner,r aniaate ud inanimate object participates to SOM extent in the qualities 
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of the Godhead, •o too cloet 9Tfll!I' object of tzoaa ban a cS.tiaite wipt ad MUVe 

.... llln hae deacm•tft.W tut each "apite.liltic 1ocieVbbegiJl1 with llOU7 Qd elld9 

with JJ01JllT1 but flYC'T noh to0iet7 MDI the 'Vip cm. its oa road. !he .Tnll aoocmp

liahed it b7 -~•ic·H. !he t.laeo11e>pbT of ta ltabb&la pu1e1 out ot the 1illpl.e 
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complex, becaue that lpbere CODCatft.te1 the qul.itie• ot the Diae pre'riou ..... 

In i tlelt th• •tataeat ii rather ridioulo'UJ1' tonmlatecl. .U a •tter ot hot, 

it might be coutraed u beiDc Ticiou. 1'h• ue ot noh a -..p1ac )lbzue u •a 

merchant people• rub w1 th ._ of the 1tup141 t1ee ot 111.rz billielt • U.. Jed* 
181 

question. De.,S.te it. poor tormlatioa, howTer, there m;t be a pe1a ot tftiaa 

in the noti• tut a cU.fta1ue betlnea pre-L111"1.a111o am L111"iaio IUbala U.. ia 

the fact tut the tozmr -. uecl 1a th• 1ntere1t of tau. ralJJtc m.1 u4 the latter 

developecl hto aa iutii m11at .. prote1t u4 reaction •pb1t it. 

the •11ia10 a:peotatioa tr.bled h ... of the b'bbaJ11t1o notiou preached. 

b7 PuchcnritMr. ill aotiou wre ,judged bT 11beth8r thq •prolaqect t.he exile• or 

9hutened redmpUca.• !he coaing of th• J11111ah could be helped b7 the uoetio 

!he warld at t1l.1ed 
182 

praoticee of fut.1Jtc, tl.apllatiou, and Tan ot sll811C8. 
18! 

with dark ud eTil lpirlt. qain1t which a h\ll&D. beinc na forced to oOJltad. 

Ertl was oou.1.4eNd a all-encoape.sai.Dg power, a •1h•ll• which could be broken ~ 
164 

'bJ' a couciou reciMB ot ucetici1J1. 

Pllahow!.tser reoa 1aMd the ucetic practices of th• gentile• &1 a llOd.el for 

the Jen. .. 8houl4 l.9U'll a le1son traa the prieet1 and cler17 ot t.he gatU.1 

who do paneaoe •Tel7 llidnight and tollow other cOPMDdable pre.ct1oe1 ot uoetioiaa. 

It thq, who llTe 1Ja quietuee and peace, do t.h ... tbi.Dgs, how llUdl the more lhoald. 

we, t.he holT people *1.oh tinds itself in th• bitter exile? We are terrib~ ct.

graded, our aout.hs ch• dirt and we lie prone upoa t.h• aromd· It would be titthc 

tor our 8188 to wep tear• all the dq and ni&ht when w obae:l't'e th• good tart_. 

ot the worahippere - it.rs and pJ.aDets 1lbile t.he worahippere ot God, aq Bil uae 
185 

be praised, are trod a4er hQel." 
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He proceeds further to suggest a practive which Dinabourg considers an important 
166 

source for the history of pre-Beshtian Hassidism. "If it be claimed that the 

majority of the populace is not prepared to follow such practices, there is an an

swer which is also taken f rom the example of the gentiles. They support their 

priests in order to permit them to do penance.... It would therefore be fitting 

for the Jews to choose and appoint in each sizeable community righteous people, 

men of action, pious and perfect, and to provide for all their needs so that they 

might be relieved of mundane concerns. The smaller communities and settlements 

should assist in this project. Then anyone who is unable to observe the strin

gencies of midnight pell8llces and oth1rr ascetic practices would be able to fulfill 

his obligation vicariously, through this elevated group ••• ; Let these people be 

banded together into groups or reside in the house of learning all week. Let them 

observe midnight penances and lamentations every night, literally weeping and 

wailing bt,cause of the destruction of the Holy Temple and the exile of the Holy 
167 

Spirit, and follow many other sacred requirements." 

Although Puchowitzerwas certainly impregnated with llzy'Stical thought, he very 

rarely descended into the magical. Therein lies a distinguishing characteristic 

of the !!1iU£!sar trend. "It is an error to believe that penances and study which 
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are not, accompanied by genuine regret, are effective." 

In the foregoing 10"lliZ selections from Puchowitzer we have endeavoured to point 

to a few examples of the protests of the middle class against the abuses of auto

cratic power. Of this struggle and its results Mahler writes the following: "The 

revolt of the common people against the autocratic Bleaders of the community flared 

into open battles in the seventeenth century. Ill this battle all the elements in 

the community which suffered the abuse of the leaders united, to a certain extent. 

'!he workingmen and petty tradesmen strove to reorganize the communal organizations 

on democratic foundations, to provide a voice to every social class in the affairs 

of the group. The 7¢.ddle class of merchants, who also suffered the irksome in

equities of the dominant force in the comnn.mity, were primarily interested in the 
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ft11 Jdddle o1aN oftea mW ws.-. ta.. ..._. to oc9at ta.. .Ute. M a Nnlt 

ot tlda oa.tllot a u.lW N•r '•U.-. 1atarocl11M4 ia _.,, o •tU.., _. 

Usq wre aot. ot lal!ll ... u. .......... ftl'Pl••W b7 NDIH4 ~ ... 

_,. It. .. 'RJDldltle fR _, f' 1 tW ..... to M ... la ... 11Pt. u 

i_, u it. operaW wt.tlda tM 1.&l'pl" .. tat of a tndal IOOie ..... •UN,... 

Utioal 1traatan ot U.. __...,. aa 'baled• ta. a11teoraUo oeat.rol of tM ...-••• 

!be CJlrllt.i&a ...,_ ------ N ..U U ta.. Jnilb ou,u.ilr nkh .. tMir -

tro]. aw -. ,..uu. et hlml. ..tewz. tomai t.uUWU... ..., u.. ._ •t 

1IP u a nnlt ot tile •"*' .. 1talgle to m pollt.S.oal. riclate tor * I • ,.._ 
w 

ple r I gt .... ,.,...len ...... ,atrieia l'U.8e8 

Within the •pace ot nimteen J9G"• Jehuda U>eb Puchorit•r pub~d tour~ 

ectiona ot hi.a ecw. The tirst to be publiahed wu "!!!!, HoWb• in ,...en-
career in l.6S91 thia work a..- art.er twent,._t.o 79c-1 ot 1Tactical •P91'iwe in 

the tield. II de1Cribed the Tolum u contain1ng "HV8nteen Hl"llOllll wh1oh .,. -.. 

signed to U'OUM forgfthl OMI to Tar.ti, rerentanoe, oblOl'l'anDe ot tha 0 nctmnt., 

t"l"O~r celebration ot the three P1.lgr1age Holidq8 and t~e Righ Holld.qw, and oon.-
170 

solationa tar the d.e8t.raotian ot Jc-uaalem. 11 1he arraneaent wu n:pl•tned. 

•1 began with a:poG.tiom on t he iJDpartanoe am holinll1• ot the Salabat:h, tlMt Torah, 

171 
Tiolat~ the ard1unoe9 and Mking lifl'h t ot them, as well u calla to repentance.• 

lhe titlepq9 Nf9rncl to the rinting ot tte book. "Printed in Pl'anktcirt--..t.._ 

e&r, under the regim ot our lord, t ho vel')" an.tocratio, tmed1 and prinoeq 

Dub Fredrich 1'1.lhela r.tcracht Brandenburs , my the lord raise him up and protect 

hi.a kingdC111 amen. Printed in t tie house ot t l-e lard Johann c:hrhtoph Beclmu, Doctar 
172 

and Pl'Ofesaar in t he grMt and renowned cit7 Pranktort-on.-th .. ~. n 

In the Introduction Puohowitser made reterence to t he tact that the work wu 

done by gentilaae "SinH the rrintine waa dom by J.eOple not of our faith, lmJ\r 
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lli.ltakM ..... OOllllS. tt'Ade. 

Pucharit.Mr tnftl.-cl to Pranktol't tor the JJUl"POM ot pa"inting hu book. •I d14 

not pend.t "'boob to be 1nted until I oould bl-~ tMa to the oit.7 when thq 
l'7L 

111.ght be prcperq dome• 'lhe T91"loua condition ot Jewish Jl'intbg in Poland 

it.el! 1a to b9 ob9ernd fl-cm 8ft'eral enaot.mta ot tbe Poli.ah Vud at that period. 

In 1680 the Yud, ...uns at Jaro.la 1 ccmapla1md ot the poor quali t7 ot Poli* 

printinc• I t wu deoided to iapl'Oft tl'a aituat10lf1 "to M&l. the 'br1aoh1 r•lft 

st ud>ling bloom ti-ca thll road, strengthen t be ' Tree ot We,• b·• orderinl t.he 
l7S 

printers to 'PUbliab legible, correct, am a"1'.ctin texte. Ap1n in 1697 

the same bod;r deci..cl, .. haft obeernd the terrible ch&09 oauecl bT the deoUne 

o! the art at print.iag in our land. Becau• ot these printers the Torah hu been 

practi~ tcrgottea ~tilt Jen. ihe letters ot the print in their editiom 
176 

have bl.iDded the •• ot tile dear children who pore O'ler the booka. • Two 
177 

years lat err a e1wl J..v o••1 nt waa voiced. In view ot this condi t.ion there 

is little wonder that a book by a I41huanian preacher intended t• cli&s tribution 

in hi.a coun't.17, sh.ou.ld h&T9 been printed in Germarv. 

Balaban G\ributee the 1nter1orit7 ot Polish printing in tbi8 period to tbe de-

struction ot MY .. al preasea during the Cossack Revolts and subsequent wars, aa 

well aa to tbe au .. ~ lair s tate ot printing in Pol.am. "No propeaift Jewish 

printing induftl7 OOQl.d develop unless it had t he stimulation ot a techni~ 

superior local CNtt. 'Dle sizeable demand of the Jewish market could be satia

.t1ed by the illportation ot the artistic products ot tNt printing industry in 
178 

other oountrtea. u hn by modern sta.ndarda 1 the typograp}\y ot PuchOl'ri tzer • s 

ll'Orks is quite good. It 1e also interest~ that t hi s Jewish religious 110rk was 

~rinted by a non-J. • 

. lhe book carried the approbrat ion ot the highest Jewish authorities, rabbis ot 

the Council ot tte l'our I.ands, o! t he Lithuanian Council, as well aa t he Clh1at 

labbi of Posen. 

lbe pa 12-ona ot t he voll.Ulle are nentioned. 111.he renowned leader and a Parnu 
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~ Rabbi MMn Atoeb,. aon ot Rabbi Elieser Li.ram ot M1nritaa, Crown Poland, 

and t te r-anawmd ,._r Rabbi Joeeph •on ot Sabbat.ai ot Botyn, Slonia Dbtrict, 
179 

1lho bllT• lollned • a oert.1n sua ot their own .tunda tor the apenaee ot prmtinge• 

x.t it be noted that the _..7 wu loaned on a budnese bacda 1 rather than con

tributed. 'Dd8 could haft been due to the scruples ot the author. 'lhe praiee 

heaped uron t~ea in this note ot entitude would seem to indicate a cardial relation

ship. 

'lbe !act th& the book wu •A'!"ond by the hi ghest rabuinic authorities and 

sufPOI'ted b7 walt.!17 c 011111uMl otticiale ~de• a better-rounded conoeption ot 

Puohcmitser•a place in hia eociet7. In tho preceding eeotion w ban aingled out 

elemants ot eoaial protest beo1111 • we consider thea sieD1ficant atNWB in the 

1'1ind ot histor!C&l dewlqmlnt. It would be untortunate it thia gave a picture 

at a cru9CNng NYol.uticaaey. 'lhe protest was imbedded i."1 a tabric ot traditional 

religioua teac,.iJll which no taotion in Jmeh lite could deey, am ccnoerned it-

ael! with u recta ot decq which maey ... _. _.ra ot t t-e upper cl.us alao dia· 

apprond. h doCnant group "AS no more tree to correct t hese ev1la than 8J:\Y 

other tact ion in .-S..ty1 beoauae the Oftrall condi t ione dictated them. Paycbo-

1.ogl. callJ, t he ••yatnde" ot a Pucho"1tser mq have prorided a rel.ease tor eome 

ot the guilt ... 11.nc• ot the upper cl.use Pathetical~, he lament s t hat "it has 

been ten~ nnae mr booke have been dist ributed throughout all the settlements 

ot Ierael, and ~time have tle groat eagee and leaders aereed with me, but 
lBo 

11C>1t o! the world toll.on its old customs." '!he world toll0"8 i ts appointed 

biatarical path, and to all the outcriee ot the preacher the leaders could but 

nod in sad and per pi.-ct agreement. They did not, as Puohcmitzer suppoee~~"have 

it llithin their power to correct t he errors and improve the generation. 11 

'lhe book also bore the approbation o! the rabbi of Franlct'ort, Ber son ot EUhanan, 

11 t hor ot 11!!':!?.! Hape!WI." '1h.1B worthY reters rather apologetically to the tact 

tbat he did not consider himselt specially qualitied t o endorse the book, but wu 
181 

l'e<lUired to do 30 by a ccmnnmal reeuJ.at ion far pre-oenaorship. Baron spealal 

at tl'e "decisions o! t he Synod or Frankfort, ,mich established a rigid pre-ceneamhip 



second part ot 1lf/f W'OZ'k will deal with an 1nd1Tidualt• conduct in t he obMnuoe 
. 1.84 
of t he oommndmnt8 and •tudT ot th9 Torah .rid pat.he ot repmtanoe." 'lhu 

eeoond part wu pubU.le d two J9&N later, 1n l.683. 'l'he detail.8 ot printinc arw 

pract ically identical witb the earlier book, uoept that the t11>0gNJ~i•z1"'9cl 

Puch<l'fi t ser apeoitied 1n the title paga t.hat it wu dcm "with mw tJpe.• 1'9 

tbirtr-two le~ chaptere did not ahauat the J:ft&Ober'• p!"Olitio nar. ot 

material. •It wu IV original. intention to pabl.18h th18 seoond Mot.ica ~ _. 

lar~ r ~k 1n two~' that u, to tol.low the oha,pte:re with detailed npleettom 

of all the t hinp a person should know in Cll'der to lead a good lite, but it .. 
18S 

impossible tor • to ban all at it published. " 

He epolclt ot a-. ot the conlitiom under which the MJ'Al8ortpt na prepared. 

"1he seiwma 1n the t11"8t art ot thie work are t l'ooee which I taught with tbl help 

of God when I wu a rali)1 1n marv coamm1tiea1 at l'8&C8 and quiet in ~ own hoaae 

which wu tilled with aey boob. I conceived the plan ot P8Dn1ng the book 1n 1Jwo 

parts •• •• !hi• plan prored 1Jllpoes ible tor me to ex11cute because there are no 

seekers atter Hl'tlCIM which t urn people t onro our Fat hl!ll" in Heaven. '.lheretare 

J selected eennt.en at thoee CC111plet ed sermon8, which I ~inted 1n '!!a l!ok!eJi' 

along with Jal\r notee and selections tram t he boolm ot piety. I edited them 

part~ while tranling and mainly here in Franlc:t'ort. Since t here were interruptione 

between t he completion ot t he t 1rs t part am the beginning ot publication ot t he 

second section, aDi 111.nce I djd not oomnose this sect i on in the qu1et1* ot lllr own 
186 

home but rather 1lh1le wand~, I gave i t a separate name, 'Derekh Hokmah.' 11 

During t he two years t hat he was forced t o s r end in Franlctart he lived in the 

home of' a twd t.almad;!c scholar. "Had it not been tor the genuine help ot the 

great , brilliant, and erudite Rabbi Baruch eon of Pinehu and f'or thB bles•inl• 

whi ch ho am J is sen-in-la, t he great scholAr Uenahea sea ot Eliezer oonft19d 

Upon me, I could not have carried on. '.lhey are ref\lgeee troll Vilna who live here 

now, luring this t rying period they t ook me int o their home whi ch is wel),.etooked 
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with boolm, and abORd • 8'l"Mt 1-pl~. 1'197 aleo •trengthened •hand with ocm

siderable loam, aoomoding to their a'bl.lity and generont7. Had it not been tor thea 

I could not haw r--1 md helN nch a leugt.h ot t ime am oarried out !IV' pl&n to w1Jrt 
167 

t.>-e second rart, "9n in the preeent lilartemd faz'9e" 

in l.692 h1a third boot. "a!!!, Hat-m•, 11 was published in Bamburs. Thie wu al.o 

di Tided into two )Mll"te. 'lhe first part entitled "l!!!i Bot?tt" oonta1ned tour obapten 

at.it.JM 11Sabbath, Repentanoe , Warka, lnowledee ot God." It was a discusaion ot 

selected la8 "&pl"lioable and neoeu111711 to his time. 

While in Huburg he spent tU. in the house ot study ot the celebrated Bahun 7.ft1. 

81nce I,,. toroed to wait a lone time here until publication began, and printing 

required a great dMl ot time and caat trouble and aggravation upon•• I thank God 

tJa t ie hu brought• to t hili ~in l'Balth and lite. I tound quiet am aleo 

some help in the great ·~· (abapel ) in Altona l'fhich id ·near the city ot Huburg. 

'Ille presiding ..,,, •• • rabbi 1a 1.evi lirach son ot Jacob, a son-inllaw ot the 
186 

great lUJ:d.nar71 RaJ:Jbi lilehulam ZaJ.mane II 

The last ot hi.a tour books was "Kobod Halaullim, 11 published in Venice in 1700. -
Herein were CCllltained extracts f'rom hia other 1r0rka o.nd ten additional hcmUies . 

1he work was not edited by Puchcmitzor him.self, but by ~schulem Sholom son ot 

Abraham Pinlmrle ot ao.n. Pinkerle had ho sustained contact with Puohonitzer, 
169 

haVillt e oken ~ HYeral t w s to hi'l, but was assigned the t ask by the publisl er. 

hlchOl71tzer lett Venioe tor Palestine before the book was completed. We have 

no records ot his activities t here, although he r robably joined the circle of 

l!lfstics there• 

11And he, " says Dent>itzer, "lef't re hind a son who rras like him, the brilliant 

and n1• • ••nel•• erudite scholar Rabbi Elijah, tr.e lir ht of' whose Torah alao 

sl one in Pinsk, the plaoe ot hi s A t het•s birth. '.lhe f atrer mentioned Elijah Yrith 

190 
praise in ~ Hokmah. '.!he s age Rabbi Elijah also ha~ a son and daugbMr. lb 

ace was t he renowned scholar Rabbi l'oses, who lTaS r abbi in Zhi tomer and in other 

COlJlrnmities , and was chief rabbi of the ostrog District. His daughter wu the 
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1d!e ot the ac~ olar Aaron Pin11, the tather ot t he ereat sage Elijah 91.nea who 
l91 

as a reacher 1n Shiela. •• •• And let this 1utf1oe." 
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Zum, t.apeld, "DU gottelldient.eliohen VortrMge der Juden1 historiaoh ent
riclllllt, • Belin, 1832. P• 493. 

bNI' - ....i d1.a1pline. 'l'l• nua derivea trcm the Hebl'ft root lllR, 
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