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DIOBS'? 

In t.he read.1.ng ot th• Bl.bl• we encounter a nmber 

ot 1nd1 nduala ltlo were 1Hde to •utter aome term ot 111.neaa. 

'nli• aiclmeae or ettl1ct1on eometimea maniteated itaelt bJ 

outward ph7alcal appearance Vbile at other time• it waa not 

Y1a1ble to the naked •7•• In t.h1• paper a aincere attempt 

waa made to t ind the reason or reaaana tor aome or the•• 

il.lneaaea by C.hecking evel"J biblical mention or aiclllneaa, 

1llneaa, tainting, evil d1aeaae, blindneaa, laJl'le, dumb, 

hunchback, wound, atri pe, plague, and l.eproa7. In add1 tlon 

to these ca tegoriea an ettort wae made t.c look into tboae 

•1 .. uatlona which concerned themael ves w1 th reward and pun­

ishment, Wickedneaa and aintulneaa, and measure tor meaaure. 

Am ettort waa then made to ••certain what the rabbi• bad to 

aay in regard to these aftlictiana and at'tlicted. '!he coa­

menta to these biblical reference• were checked and all 

Talnludlc reterencea were inveatigated. 

One of the moat invaluable guides 1n the proceaa or 

thia 1nveatigat1cn waa Louis Ginzberg•a Legenda .,2!.!!!,! ~· 

In th1a protound work a multitude or atnicted indirlduala, 

vboae illneaa vaa not mentiooed in the Bible, vere round, 

as well aa the rabbinic coNmenta Which elaborated on t.he 

illneaaea or these biblical per•onali t1••. 

Though there are diverging opinions, among the rabbia, 

it becomes quite clear after the reaearchi.ng ot all the 



.. terial that it vaa tb• aajor1t7 beliet that aickneaa vu 

cona1dered t.o be retrlbutol"J. WbateTer autrer1ng IUD vaa 

made to andergo, he vaa being aubjtcted to thia, in partial 

payment at leaat, tor vhateTer tranagressions he was guilt7 

of. One i• left vi th the feeling that in the scheme ot 

things ever1th1ng occura vit.b a definite purpose. U man is 

made to \Dldergo some tom ot auttering, 1 t 1a almost a fore­

gone conclusion, that aaaeVbere 1n the lite of that bUlllan 

being he incurred the wrath ot the Eternal. 



PORDIORD 

A good aan7 1••ra ha•• •lapaed •ince the earl7 child­

hood Vben I vu t'lr•t expoaed to the book ot' Wumben. ape­

cit'lcallJ the eplaode encountered in Chapter 12. It vu 

here that I firat vaa taught tb• ato17 ot' Miri•'• leproay 

and the rabb1n1c Tiev that leproa1 vaa the punlabment in• 

n1cted by God tor alandering one•• neighbor. Between theae 

Tieva tmicb were indoctrinated in the Ye•blY&h claa•l"OOll 

and ., own rather•. ( /c.,, (, r' ) teaching• t.hat puniab­

aent auat reau.lt trcm indulgmce 1n J i-:;1 J1e[ I 
I 

va• pretty much conVinced tor aan1 year• that Mir11111 auat 

haYe been guilty of tbia •in or talk.1ng ill of otbera. 

ManJ 7eara later 1n another claaaroca, th1a time at 

the Jewiah Institute or Religion - Hebrew Union College, Bev 

York, th1• verae again became th• topic or conversation 1n 

one ot our claaaea. Speaking with Dr. Ezra Spicebandler 

ve diacuaeed t.h1• rabbinic new, and wondered out loud about 

other illneaaea ot other biblical peraonali ties. Were all 

biblical peraonalitiea, Who were aick, aaitten with 111n••• 

becauae or aome tranagreaaionT Did 1llneaa or attl1ction 

mean that the peraon a o and tten bad sinned in the •1•• ot 

hi• GodT Did the rabbi• 1n the Talmud bold tbla rlevT 

'l'he conversation vaa not carried to aJ17 t'urther lengtba• 

but trom thia there grew the idea tor tbta theaia topic. I 

therefore viah to thank Dr. Spicebandler tor bla inad.ertant 
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help. To Dr. Aluancler a.atmmn. tor hi• untiring an4 ln­

•aluabl• aaaiatance in tbla m4ertak1ng, I moat gracloual7 

expreaa 1ll1 deepeat gratitude. 



!!. Retribution !. RealitJt 

U there la an7 group ot 1nd1 Yiduala • inti-tel7 

aaaociated. With tbe •uttering aa ia the medical proteaalon 

it muat be the clerg. !he aen ot the cloth are invariabl7 

called to help alleviate th• panga ot th• attllcted., in llind, 

it not in bo47. 'Ibey a re called to help the atr1cken ac­

cuataa hS...elt to hi• difficult enYil'ODment. Moat dltticult 

ot all th.,. a.re otten aaked the unaaverabl• quer1"7,-, rabbi, 

_, Wtq m I, or vbJ ia thia particular ind1Yidual bur-

dened Vi th the hardahip of illn••• and autteringT 

I doubt ••J'J much it thia tb9aia vill formulate an 

anaver, but 1 t aa:y aerve to help 1979elt, to think through 

more thoroughly, the man7 facet• ot illn••• and att'llctiao. 

In my event, being rm111ar V1 th the many and Yaried rab­

binic news can onl7 help to underatand a probl- vtth vbicb 

I will be faced tor the rema.1nder ot thia paatoral lite, 

vbich la l'lline. 

How doea one approach th• topic ot autteringT Must 

all mm inevltabl7 be puniabed tor their vrongat and that 

the puniabaent alva7a be maniteated 1n bodil7 allmentat 

Can an7 man hop• _, go through life t'ree rrom the •ick bedt 

Maimonidea remark• 1n __ ... f_1"""1'j),__1_C) ___ t>_.J._/_N_(,_, "EYen the 

' patriarch• and prophet• were not entlrel7 tr•• troa h....an 

taillnga•, ao they too, at leaat theoreticall7, would be 



•abject to punlament. In4eed tihl• vu the ca••· Saa• ot 

the prophet• were aubjeot to 1llneaa aa were •ca• ~ the 

petrlarcba. lll•th•r thia autrerlng vu retribution or not 

remalna to be aem. In the Legend• ,2! !!!.!_ 2!!, there appea.ra 

the tollC*ing •tol'J vhicb voul4 indicate thtlt Abrabaa, our 

patriarch vaa made to autt'er painl 

Abrah9a aaicl to Oocl: •u '1'bou heclat aede known to 

the generation ot the tloocl vb.at pain ia, tbey would be••r 
l 

ha•e rebelled aga1nat 'Blee.• Thi• would indicate that 

alckneaa and au.tterlng vaa ao d1ataatetul and unpleaaant that 

the people 10 uld have retrained rrcm vickedneaa tor the teu­

ot being atricken with aOllle malady. 'lhe ae•eri tr ot' 111-

n~ -• it would aeem waa alaoat a• grave aa Wel'e the water• 

ot the tlood. But 11.lneaa, not being a COJllllOdi tr vbicb 

vaa then known to mankind, was not reaorted to by God, at 

leaat, thla waa the rabbinic new. That 111neaa waa newly 

introduced to the patrial'cha 1a turther indicated bJ the 

converaation attributed to Goel and Jacob, Where Jacob aaid 

to God: 

O Lord ot the world, a man di•• audclenly, met be 
i• not laid low f1rat by aickneaa, and he cannot 
acquaint hi• children Vi th bi• wiabea regarding 
all be lea••• behind. alt it man t'lrat tell aick, 
and telt th8t hi• end waa draVing nigh, h• voulcl 
ban time to aet hi• houae in order. 

And God aa1d: 

Verily t~ requeat 1• aena1ble, and thou •h~t be 
the 11.rat to pl'ofit by the new dia~ation. 



'l'bi• •urel7 ahowa a uttering b'f th• pa trl.U"Oba, but tllOuld 

ve llat thla aa retribution tor vronp c~ttedf Bllt amonat 

the •on• oC Jacob there are aan7 indication• that llln••• 

vaa retl"lbuti••· Zebulon, betore bi• death 1• auppoaed to 

ha•• •aid: 

All 'S7 brethren tell aick at one tiae or p­
other, but I ••caped Without an7 1llneaa.J 

'l'hl• vaa beoauae Zebulon vaa bleaaed by the Lord becauae 

or hi• mercitulneaa. Zebulon vaa certainly stating a tact 

that God acted thia vay in return tor hi• ovn con•iderate 

action. So too, retribution ia 1ndlcated in the following. 

Joaepb, Vbo proclaimed in public that be waa a Hebrew, waa 

rewarded by being tinally interred tn the land of the Hebreva. 

\lhile Hosea, who had no objection to being considered an 

F.gyptimi, bad to live end die outside the land ot hla people. 

Purtber credence to the th901"J or illne•• aa puni•b­

ment tor a1 n i• tound in the Soncino ed1 ti on ot I Iing•. 

C011Dentlng on chapter 8, verae 38 which reada: 2 §Jc 

__ _.j:...1?1...J?.._l.___--l__..~._J _ _..t _, J.--..,f-;J-3_1_ •e••l"J' •an •ball knov the 

plague ot hi• own heart•, the writer ot the ca.mentarJ aa.,a, 

•each 1nd1TI.dual, whatever be hi• a1'tllct1on, will recognise 

that it ia aent by God upon h.ba tor aoaae miadeed cClll9dtted 

by him.· 
Betore we can e•en hope to aee a clear picture 01' 

1llneaa aa retribution, . it ve are to aee a clear picture 

4 
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at all, the 1••u• will be clouded man7 tiaea. Proof• and 

Tieva, both pro and con, will be ci tecl. The entire idea ot 

retribution aeema atrange in th• llgbt of a r•ark tound 1n 

the Tal.1111d, in the traotate Meglllab. Pertaining to th• 

drowning ot the EgJptian• in tbe Red Sea into which tb97 

bad puraued the Iarael1tea, the angel• ot God were taapted 

to aing and rejoice before God, but th•J' were reminded that 
s 

Ood doea not rejoice at the puniabment ot ainnera. Further 

indication that tbia i• the attitude taken by God 1• found 

in the tractate Roab Haabannah 1, 57a ot the Talllud Yeruah­

al.ai mere it atatea that God doea not deain the deatruct1an 

ot the •inner, and Be therefore judge• the nation• at night, 

the til11e ot rest, when they ceaae troa doing eYil. However, 

lest one feel that t.hi• view ia ucendent, then be abould 

consider the contradictory statement which la given bf 
6 

Ginsberg "aa the wicked co-1.t their evil deed• in the 

darlmeae ot night, eYen ao thq receiYe their puniament at 

night.• 

The rabbia ot old were wont to believe in the theory 

ot retribution and it waa juat tbi• Vbicb prompted tb• oppo­

ai tion to admitting the book of Bccleaiaetea into th• Canon. 

The tendency ot Ioheletb to negate the dogaa of reward llJld 

p\Dliament vaa al.moat enough to preclude the acceptance 

ot Ecclealaatea aa part ot tbe aacred vriting8. '!bi• atti­

tude aigbt be conaidered an indication tt-at the theory ot 

retribution vaa or aome aigniticance, at leaat. 
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All one read.a through the Pa alma, agai.n there is the 

strong indication, at leaat in aome ot the chapter•, that 

retribution ia aomething to be reckoned vith. Paaba 37 

which concern• ltaelt Vi th the problem ot evil, stat•• that 

God in Bia ovn time will punish the Wicked. 'lhe eYll doer 

though aeemingly in the aacendency. is sure to be punished. 

Verae 13 reada : 'lbe Lord dot.b laugh at him; Por Be aeeth 

that hia day 1a colling. Ibn Esra CODlllenta on this verae, 

that the vloked one doe• not realj~e that God knowa the 

future and He vill therefore haTe the last laugh. 'l'lle dq 

ot retribution 1• certain to co ... 

'ftle following Psalm, Paalm J8, contain• the words ot 

a penitent individual who is sorely at't'licted and in aerioua 

illneas. 'nrla condition cauaea him to aearch hia heart, 

since he acknowledges that his predicament is the result ot 

ain. In verse 4 t he penitent aaya: 

'!here ia no aound.neaa in my tleah becauae ot 
thine indignation; 

Jfei ther 1a there any heal tb in rrs bone• becauae 
ot 'lff7 ain. 

Again and again t.he speaker indicate• that be ia autt'erlng 

becauae ot hi• aln. Paal11 39 too would leave the reader 

with th• •-e 1.lllpreaaion that becauae ot aln the bancl ot 

God fall• heavily upon the tranagreasor. In Peal.II 64 the 

Pselalat uttera the conviction that 004 will condemn the 91• 

acrupuloua and they vlll be requitted tor their evil cleeda. 

In PaalJll 73 the tait.h ot the r1gbteoua ia shaken becauae or 
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the •uttering ot the r1gb"oua, bUt faith 1• reatorecl Vhen 

aa11urance ccaea that DlTine retribution i• a realitJ. 

But tor all th••• re.terencea which would indicate 

that man muat certalnlJ' peJ' tor bi• tranagreaaion•. there 

1• the peraiating undel'CUl"'l'eDt ltl1ch would negate tb1a be­

lief. 

Blblical.lJ' there are llllllJ' !ndicanta that retribution 

ia in •tore tor the erll doer. In DeuteronOlllJ ll 116, 17 

there ia the warning of the conaequ.ncea ot not obael"Ying 

the va,.a ot the Lord. Alao in Deut. 28115-68 there 1• aet 

f ortb the deyeatat1ng wrath which would befall the people 1.t 

thn choae to go agaln•t the lava ot the Lord. Thia would 

certainly indicate th• definite preaence ot DlYine retri­

bution. Whether 1llne•• ot tncUTiduala, bovenr, vaa a 

.anifeatation, ot Dl•ine wrath and retribution, remains to 

be aem. 11' it waa, then who were th• 1nd1•1duala ao at­

tlicted and in What way waa their puniablllent aeted out! 

How voe they made to au!'ter, and vaa t.hi• •uttering 1n 

direct consequence to their tranagreaaionT 

It ••1 there.tore be beat to turn to tbe rabbi• mid 

to del•e into the Talmud to tl'J' to find, •The aigniticance 

ot illneaa or biblical pereonaliti•• aa reflected in the 

Talmudic literature.• 

But be.tore we c.-i undertake tbi• taak we J1Uat ttrat 

look into t.he type• ot illn••• one mcountere in the Blble 

and ltlo vere the 1nd1 Ti.dual• attlicted. 



CHAPTER TWO 

'l'lp!• ot mneaa !!!.!! Incl1 viduala Attlicted 

The liat of biblical peraonal1tiea Who autteNd troa 

aome tona ot illn••• ia quite ext4maiYe and tormidable. 

ha Ying to 1 ta credl \ aome ot the reigning peraonali ti ea ot 

the Bible. It aoaetimea aeema like practicall7 •••l"'JboclJ 

waa •ick at one time or another. Likewiae, the list or mal­

adiea too 1• quite extenaiYe, tbougb not quite ao. 8'lt tbeN 

ia a detinite preponderance or one t,.pe ot 1llneaa o••r moat 

otbera. Tb.la illneaa being, l•p~OSJ'. The prominent Uat 

tncludea the tollowlng n811lea, who at one time or another 

vere atflicted w1 th this horrible malad7. Aaron, Ablaelecb, 

Bl thiab, Cain, Da•id, Doeg, Gehaai, Goliath, H!JB.an, Mir1 .. , 

Moaea, Waaman, Pbaroab, Sammael, Sbebnah, Uaziah, Vaabtl 

and the Daughters ot Zion aa well. There will occaaion in 

the unt'olding ot thia paper to coyer llON tul~ tbeae 1n-

d1 Yidual• and their atrltctiona. 

Another illnea, or atfl1ct1on to be more accurate, 

ia bllndneaa. Here again man7 pl'Olllinent name• are to be 

encountered. In Geneaia 2711 we read that Iaaac•a e1•• grev 

dim, end the rabbi• round many ezplanationa tor thta, a• ve 

abell aoon aee. Sampson, as we know also lost bis Yiaion. 

In addi tlon there are a boat ot sick 1ncl1Yiduala, vboae 

lllneaa 1• not apecitied, but mention i• msde that th.,. were 

not well. When Hagar the bondwoman ot Abra~ vaa aent forth 
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(Ge. 21 slS) h•I' child I•bla•l conaumed all the vaten ln 
7 

the water bag b•cauae be vea a1ck and teYel'lab. In Gen. 

48 al we ... that Jacob the ta tber ot Joaepb la •aid to be 

ill • . AbiJab, the aon ot l•robo• i• deacl'lbed aa being ill, 

aa we ••• troa I U. 14:1 which appear• 1n the oa--mt to 

th1• Yen• in the S.cino edl ts.an ot tbe Book ot Judge•. 

*11• 1n II n. there aN a nwaber ot ill people 11ate4 

b7 naae. In chapter 20:1 Beaekiah 1• deacribed aa being 

deathl7 111; in chapter 8, Haaael inquJ.Na about Ben Hadad•• 

chance• or reco••r1ng trom hi• preaent 1llneaa. Be bad 

hoped to be helped u waa lia•an betore bill. (Sonc1no caa­

amtal"J to tbia verse.) A little turtber on in the ••• 

book chapter 17:17, th• aon ot the widow tor MlClll Elijah 

pertol'lled tbe miracle ot the never ending jar ot meal and 

tbe endl••• cruse or oil, c•• unto the prophet with t.h• 

cry that her child waa •ick. Another incident vert alailar 

1• the one l&ere t.he child ot th• Shunlllite woman growa 

aick (II n. 4:19) met abe tuma to Eliaha tor help. Bliaba 

biJUelt wea subject to certain attl1ct10llll1 a• 1• obrloua 

troJll the taunting haunt• ot "bald7, beld7", wbich the chil­

dren hurled at bill. (II n. 2a2J). 'lb.ere vtll be additional 

opportunity to ap••k or other illne•••• which c•• upon 

Eli aha. 

Ahaslab alao waa atck but th.la no doubt waa aa a 

direct r••ult troJ'll the accidental tall througtl the lattice 

work. (II n. 1:2) 'l'here ia alao mention on Judge• JslS 
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that Bbulll tm aon ot a.ra vu an •tab iter• ? Vt l•Jc, a 

left banded 111m. but the word 2 (1, reall7 aeana "• band 

contracted b7 diaeue or a1abap•. Such 1•. the ezplanatlon 

1n the footnote Wl1 ch appear• ln the co-ent to tbla verae 

in the Soncino edl tion ot the Book of Judgea. Still mother 

illneas la deacribed aa a •atroke". 

to I Samuel 2$137 vb.ere 

1h1.a 1• ln reterence 

11\f J>/I'/ 1• 

1nter-preted aa being a paral7t1c atroke. (Sonctno footnote 

to tbi• verae). lilll le 8pe aldng ot 1llneaa • abould one over­

look. the tei@Jled illneaa ot David bf ttiich !Ucal the daugh­

ter ot Saul aaved the lite ot her huaband David. (I s •• 19: 

14) 

It we tollov the auggeatim ot the oomnent&l"J ot 

David Kincbi to verse 3 ot chapter 31 in I Samuel. then ve 

would also list • .. ntal diatreaa" aa m 1llne•• attributed 

to a biblical character. Here we read tb9t Saul wa 1n 

gr•t diatreaa because ot the arcm ra C•2 JJ(i)N fie!# f;,1/ 
and 1tiach1 doea not aaauae that Saul vaa alreadJ hit b7 the 

archer•. but rather that he vaa diatreaaed at the thought 

ot being hit. .Another verae which ia a1ailarl7 interpreted 

ia round in Eccl 8'.faatea S :16 ttiere the Sclnc1no ocmunt&r'7 

an the worda f 3 j> 1 i•fi,I .-)p1Q o1..:>/ atat••• "tbe 

'aickneaa' 1• prlaaril.7 ot the mind. but eventually the 

bod7 la attected." 'lb.1• certainq aounda like abadea ot 

paychoaoaat1c d1agnoat1c•. and the aan must be adlllired tor 

bl• ••r'J advanced thinking. 
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there are a n1m1ber ot 1.natancea ln the Bible tllhere 

one encounter• dl'UDka, but th~ are not referred to a• aick 

indl Yiduala. Yet there l• a verae in Hosea 7 :S where there 

1• the •t1"0Dg indication that the coronation ot zecbariah 

vaa marked b7 a drlnJd.ng org and at least one notevort!17 

meaber ot tbe perty became •a1c1t wt t.h tbe beat ot wine", 

1"/I J> Ill> P•'lfi 1fr22 • 

' Premature aging can al•o be conaidered a• a torm ot 
8 

attl1ct1on. Ginsberg r••rk• •the enl ways ot children 

cause the parent• to age pre11aturel7, aa m.y be aeen trom 

tllhat happened to Isaac, El.1, and Sanue1.• 

A• one en count era more and more ina tancea ot al ck-

neaa and one reads the comments 1 t doe• begin to beco11e 

apparent that aiclmeaa i• moat oft en a consequence ot aome 

t'onn ot •1n. Ginsberg attributes the knowledge ot thia 

prooeas ot retr1but1cm to Ade. When Adam vaa •tNtohecl 

upon bia bed in aickneaa bl• children gathered about hlll 

yery much contuaed by hi• 1llneaa. Be then uplainecl to 

th• what aickneaa and pain were and that God bad infiicted 
9 

these upon hi• aa a ptm1abment tor hi• • tn•. Beginning 

W1 th the ti rat bibllc•l raan, there la a continuou.1 pattern 

or aurtering 1n1'llcted tor ai.D. Cain, waa reapona1ble tor 

the r1rat murder, and ve know tram biblical detail• that 

be vaa cond-.ned by God in tl ••• worda: •A tugl ti•• and 
10 

a wanderer shalt thou be in the earth.• In add1tlon to 

thi• pun1•1aent 1'b1ch Caln pronounced to be •greater than 
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11 
h• could bear•. he vaa aftlk ted With leproa1 aa well. 

The pmiahment llbich overtook tbe generatim ot the 

tlood, though not appl7ing to an individual, ia also looked 

upon •• being retribution. There 1a one bellet that the 

water• ot the tlood thich Wiped all living ltl8tter fran the 

face or the earth, were heated watera. 1.he reason tor the 
12 

water• being heated i• given by Ginsberg aa being in di-

rect consequence tor the lite led by the people. 'l'he in­

habitant• ot the earth were made bot by their eenaual deairea, 

and were thua innmed to immoral exceaaes, ao th91 were 

chaatiaed by mean• of the hot water• or the deluge. 

Tbe quali t7 of measure tor meaaure is turther illua­

trated b7 God•a acts toward the descendent• ot Abrabaa vbich 

corresponded exactly to Abrahma•a kindneaa to the three 

travelers whoN he boated. 

">.)£2 r; ~(' 'fl) ti)~ AJA /.l/ /lJ:I {I ..;? /,tn , '"~T r , 
,.,y, il,flt1 N .. , ?JC~ 111f L.l~ ?Mt O)J. 1110 ).1 fil ~e rtr ,~ .,,ra 

Aa a reward for three things (done by Abrah•) t.be7 

(hie descendent•) obtained three thing•. Aa a reward tor 

"and he took butter and ndlk", t hey received the Manna. Aa 

a reward for "and he stood by t h em" they received the pillar 

ot cloud. As a reward f or "let a little water be fetched• 

t h e1 were granted Miriam•a well. All three of these gifta 

served t o keep the people alive when they went forth rrant 



FcJpt •nd were faced b7 tbe •ttacking F.gypti•n aoldtera, 

and bf the threat ot 1nau1'ticient food and water. 

Aa t.be page• ot the Bl ble are turned we encounter 

the episode or the wife ot I;ot being turned into • pillar 
12b 

14 

ot aalt. Thia particular punishment wa directly result• 

ant ot her tranagreaaion. Rabbi Iaaac aaid: •Becau.e •b• 
13 

sinned throught a alt.• More tully, it waa through Lot•• 

vite th•t the preaence ot the Yiai tore became known to the 

people ot the city. Atter the vial tor• were inn ted bf Lot 

over hi• vit'e•a proteata, •he vent to borrow acne aalt t'rca 

her neigbbor. When aaked by tbe neighbor Wiy •he could not 

provide heraelt vith aalt, ahe replied: •we had enough 
14 

aalt, until some gueata ccne to ua; tor them we needed more.• 

Illneaa, however, in addition to being an eYil wiahed 

upon nian, i• looked at a• an aid u well. Ginsberg •dda th• 

tolloving atat9!'1118nt: 

Some, however, maintain that Isaac bad prayed 
to God to send bodily ail.Jnenta upon men, that 
they might atone tor their •ina, and hi• blind­
neaa vaa fll• tirat caae ot diaeaae which caae 
upon men. 5 

Whether illneaa ia a bleaa1ng or a curse remain• ., be aeen. 

Bow the rabbi• thought about the matter l'laJ be aome indi­

cation ot lta value and the role il1neaa playa in the llte 

ot m9D. 



CHAPTER THRBB 

Theological Impl1cat1ona ~ S1ckneaa ~ Sutteritt1 

Though there are a nwaber ot 1natancea where there 1• 

no indication whether or not the intl1ct1on ot aickn••• 1• 

a torm ot retr1 button or not, they are outnumbered ~ tar, 

~ those litlich are indicated to be retrilNtory. 'lhe apec1f1.c 

illness ilk>lt often resorted to a• the inatrument ot cha•-

tiaement i• the dreaded lepro9. It will be the intent 

ot the following page• to pre•ent an overall picture ot the 

1nd1rtduala ao att'l1cted, and the aany 1nterpretat1ona tor 

th1• particular torm ot punlabnent. There i• little doubt 

about the severity or thia dreaded plague. In the Legend• 

or !h,! ~ there 1• the remark that, "there are tour who 

.. y be regarded aa though they were dead, the blind, the 

lepor, the ch1ldleaa, and one ooce rich but who baa loat 
16 

hi• poaaeaa1ona. • ot th••• tirat tlC> categorlea we •ball 

have many example•. ot tbe two, leproay 1• reaorted to• 

tor chaat1aement. Tbere are thirte.-i a1na 11ated tebicb are 
17 

said to be punished by God Vi th lepro•J • Tbe•e are blaa-

phelllJ, unchaatity, m&rder, talae auapic1on, pride, illegal 

appropriation or the rights ot other•, •lander, tbett, per­

jury, profanation or the Divine mae, idolat1'7, enY)', md 

tinallJ the contempt ot Torah. 

In the Talmud we tind, "ttiat the rabble conaider to be, 

a nwaber ot proota tor these allegation•. Por example 1n 
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the tractate Arahin 16a there ia a c~ent UpCD tbe biblical 
19a , 

Terse -;) 'l ")Ci> :Ille 3 -i CJ 1/ •and the Lord plagued 

Pharaoh•. It vaa the bel1et ot the rabbi• that tbia plague 

vaa or auch • nature that it aateguarded Sarah•• honor, end 

this waa the proor that Pharaoh vaa puniabed tor levdneaa. 

At thia •ame talmudic location there 1• atill another co•-
l 9b 

merit b7 the rabble, t.bia time on the vera'"~-' _...,,..,~ Jf17°3i)/ 

•and the leproa7 broke rorth on hi• rorebead". 'lhe peraon 

inflicted in t.bia caae vaa Uszuah, and be waa amt tten be-

cause ot hia haughtineaa. A t.bird proot tor the pmiabncmt 

or certain aina with leproay 1• alao round at tbia aame 

location 1n thia tractate ot the Talmud. Again the rabbia 

comment on • biblical verae l9c clt,:) -in3# /!JG> c "3 1/ 

•and be vent out trom before him vi th 1eproay white as snow." 

Thia Nters to Gehasi, the serYant of Ellaha, tflo went agatnat 

his maater•a wish 1n accepting girts from Namaan the Ara-

maan general. Por denying his actic:n, Gehazi vaa guilt,-

ot taking a talae ~ath• and tor this he incurred the pun­

ishment ot being smitten vi th leproa7. There is one allgh.t 

difference between 'Whet we find in thia tractate on 16a 

and what we read in footnote nunaber se•enteen. Wbereaa 

Gtnzberg apeaka ot thirteen aina being punished with lepro•J• 

here in the Talmud the rabbia speak ot aeven thing• which 

bring down thia torm or plD'liablllent. 

'Jhe tirat to autrer trom thia diaeue vaa catn. mo 
18 

wa• ao 811litten tor the nurder of hia brother Abel. 'l'b.ua 



17 

we see the crime of murder being punished through this af­

fliction . Abimelech, the king of Gerar , who instigaten 

to have Isaac removed fran his city , was similarly ptmish ed 

wi th this disease . He was also, in add ition, exposed to 

addi tional punishment , as his house was ravaged by a horde 
19 

of robbers . 

The most notable sufferer of the disease o f leprosy 

wa s none other then t he orophet Moses himself . In the book 

of Exodus h :l, God in his conversation with Moses tells him 

of his mission to go to the lend of Egyp~ to lead the child-

ren of Israel from bondage . But Moses ' rep ly was /< r J:;'> 
I 

In r e g ard 1 ~ ·J)'JJI<' "Behold the y wil l 

the T6lmud 
20 

not believe me. " 

-g eu> :;) e,r r to this we 

Resh TJakis said: "He Who entertains a suspici on a gai nst an 

innocent men is bodily afflicted . 11 'l'he Talmud then brings 

pr oo f tha t t h e people were bel ievers end since Moses ac cu s ed 

them falsel y o f bei ng n on - believers, h e was i ns t ructed by 

God t o p lace h i s hand in his bosom , end when he drew it fo rth 

it was n1eprous as snow" . 

The identical quotati on is att ri buted to Ra bbi Jos hua 

ben Levi in the t ra ctate Yoma 19b . Anothe r c cmment in r e -

ge rds t o Moses • l ep rosy is found in the tractat~ Sanhedrin 

l lOa where another reason is given for Moses • affliction . 

J>1..5 n"7J h ? 1 JJl/ct 
I 

Here , Rab is the r abb i being qu oted . 

/fc.f? ) ? /t ... n?. r a'? 
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•ae Who 1• unJ'ielcl1ng in • dlapute Yiolatea a negat1Ye 

oomandment." Rab Aahi a qa: _ _ """6'l C'31 l '/A) 
"Such a one deaerTea to be maltten with leproay.• ~ince Moaea 

waa Yery 1naiatent upon not tuU'illlng the aiaaion tor which 

God dealgnated bia, and he •etrched tor •anJ' reaaona tor 

not playtng the role 1ihich waa aaaigned to h:lJR by God, he 1• 

regarded aa •un,.ielding ln a diapute•, and tberetore aub-

ject to the puniahnent ot leproay. Whether or not he waa 

unJ'ieldlng la reallJ not ot utaoe t algnlticanoe. 'l'be fact 
21 

remain• that he obvloualy did auapect the children ot Israel 

of lacking faith. In tbia he fol loved the example of the 

slanderous serpent and he vaa therefore lett upoaed to 

the ~ltuatlon 1ih1ch follawed. 

Pharaoh too waa the recipient of this puniahment. 

For h1a cruelty toward.a the children of Israel, he wa tbualy 

attlicted. Pharaoh alao received 911 extra doae ot puniahaert 

for hi• erll we7a, in that hi• leproa1 later turned into 

boila, and be waa in great agony until he tinall7 ezpired. 

These boil• which afflicted bia body were extr-el.J dia -

gua ting and they anitted an awrul stench eapeclally in the 

heat of &W1111ler. In this way Pharaoh vaa requitted for t.he 
22 

ev1la vhlch he heaped upon t he people Iarael. 

After t.he people bad been led torth from the land ot 

bondage by Mosea, his Olill'l slater, Miriam waa aim1larl7 aade 
23 

to aut1'er from leprosy. We are g1. ven to undera tand that 

Miriam was exposed to this puni•bnent, for the typical sin 
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spe aking ill of her neighbors. Her transgressi.:ri consisted 

of speaking against her brother Mes e s because he had married 
24 

a Cushite woman . By s peaking in this manner abou t her 

brother s '.1e had belittled the man and his importance and 

she was therefore punished by the accep t ed form of Provi -

dential punishment for slandur . Aaron , W:l o was also a party 

t o this e pisode was similarl y ex:•osed to l eprosy at t;hat 

pa rticular momen t. The rabbis i n the tractat e S!'labbat 97a 

conclude that Aaron t oo was smitten . i'his t hey derive from 

the scriptura l verse {; ..JS f? 
, ) C3-.J 1) ;-;;c.. r /f.e ~NI;; -=-_t:_~_ 'Lr 1c )J> 'I - ----- T ·- - - .:--~'-

"And the anger o f the Lord was kindled against them," this 

teQches, according to t h e rabbis, t he t t h e u se of the plural 
26 

pr onoun indicates that both of t h en. were srnitten. 

Another ep isode which deals with Vd.ri am 1 s afflict.i on 

is d iscussed in d etail i n the t racta te ~otah l l a . Here the 

rabbis tel l us that when Miriam was afflicted with lepros y 

the en t ire camp of I srael waited seven days for her to re -

cover and then they continued thei r journey into the wilder-

n ess . Israel waited for Miriam, so say the r abbis, beca use 

when Moses wa s ou t i nto the basket s.nd p laced in the river, 

i t was Miriam \otl o s t ood nearby and waited to see what \.Ould 
26a 

happen. Thi s would almost certainly poin t out "measu re 

for measure" , but the rabbis believe th6t the reward f or a 

good deed exc eeds the actual meri t of en acti on and is not 
26b 

merely a quid p r o quo as !.s the case with e wrong deed . 

f 
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If we continue wi th the people Israel in their journey 

we come across another incident which again p rC111pted God to 

unleash this dreaded disease. When Moses f ailed to re turn 

fror, his mission on th e top of the Mount, according to scheQ. 

ule , t he peoole convinced Aaron to make unto themselves e 
27 

golden cal! which they could worship. For this heinous 

c rime they received this leprous punishment from the hands 
28 

of God , which forced t h e1n to be separated frCfll the remain-

de r of their peoole. And only leprosy compelled the afflicted 

to be entirely cut off frorn the -;:ieople, snd they who suffered 

from it , were forced t o swell on the outskirts of the camp . 

An exSJT\ole of thi s punishment being inflicted be-

ceuse of "revi ling God " is fou nd by the rabbis in the story 
?9 

of Goliath . The story of Doeg, the Edomi te presents sti 11 
30 

another story. Doeg 1 s t ransgressi ons were more than one . 

~e informed against the priests et Nob , and he als o made 

impious use of his knowledge of t h e Lew , for which he com­

pletely forgot the Lew , 9nd in the end he died e leper . 

On e o f the ~osc popular of ell the stories which deal 

with lepers is that whi ch conce rns Nesman, the captain of 
11 

the host of the kin g o f Arem, who came t o the p ro phet Elisha 

to be cur ~d fran his affliction . Hd , we a r e told , became 

a leper because he h ad grown arrogant because of his he~o1c 

deeds. As an outgrowth of the cure which Elisha ha d f ouna 

for Neemen , we encounter Gehez1, Elisha 's man wl1 0 inherited 

t ne leprosy which had l ef t Naamen . There ere e number of 
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reasons given for Geh azi•s punishment. 1'he most obvious one 

is the one which we encounter in the story itself wherein 

Gahazi goes after Naaman to r ec eive a reward af t er Elisha 
32 

had refus ed to accept any payment whatsoever. By this 

action Gahazi frustrated the pur pos e of El isha , wbo would 

take nothing from Na81Tlan , s o t hat the cure mi ght redowd to 
33 

the glo r y of God. But Ginzber g finds additional 
33a 

reason 

for Gehazi•s punishmen t . Based on the phrase 

;)~~~) 1sn'c 
34 

"And Geha zi carne near to thrust her away", 

he e x;1lains that \oben t i1e pretty Shunarni t e woman came to 

Elisha in he r grief over the death of her ch i ld , Geha z i took 

her passionately in his arms , under the pretext of forcing her 

away fr~m the prophet. 

Uzzi ah , the king nf Judah , or as h~ is referred to 

in Ki ngs II, Azariah was another one made to suffer from 
35 

l eurosy . He was guilty of u resuming upon the ri ghts of the 
1/ 

Pries thood . This we see in / e) I~ remark in Sotah 9b 

;.ihere it says that le prosy broke out on his forehead because 

he imposed himself on Priesthood end of continuing to wor -
36 

shi p in the high places end of offering sacri fices ther ein . 
37 

Anothe r r eason for his affliction is gi ven by Ginzberg who 

believes thet he wa s punis hed because he devoted his life 

to the acquisiti on of oosses s i ons, as was qlso t he case of 

Ca in . In Sanhedrin 48b Rabbi Judah quoting tt~V says tha t 

Uzziah was afflicted with t h e gout . 

/c ) C. ~I (j This /<. ) ~ -1 I'() 1 s a 
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tona ot •aout in the teet•. 

A.a ve progreea more deepl7 1n to the Yi eve ot the 

rabbi• 1 t beco-• increa•ingl.7 clear that in their vi eve 

puniatment ia •ted out •••••ure tor meaaure•. Thia applies 

not onl'J to punlalUlent in general but to •illneaa" •• well. 

In the traotate Sotab 8b-9a t.here 1• Te1"7 thorough enumer­

ation vbicb eer••• •• an excellent exaple ot thl• method 

ot retribution. Here, the tr8nagreaa1ona or the adultreaa 

and her puniabmenta are recorded. It i• •e17 clear that 

her act• are punished by a corresponding rorna ot puniabJllent. 
~ 

Such a view vould be 1n .tull accord vi th R. Bamuna Vbo say a: 

"Tbe Holy One, ble•aed be He, does not exact puntsmaent ot 

• man _until his meaaure ot guilt ia tultllled." Purtber 

proor or measure ror measure i• found on the lut line ot 

9b in Sotah lbere ve read. Ll1A6 u/l'i> /.:J 11 lnJJ";) Ge 
· 1JJ1/~ Jt \tlJ i1·~~ ;,111 ;r 1'..J.f!1.J ,.,, ~;) l6i ""- iI'e 

( f > I 
•Whosoever aeta bis eye• on that tittich ia not his, 1• not 

granted what h e seeks, and what he possesses is taken .trom 

him.• Tbe exacting way in W1ich the rabbi• approach the 

subject of "aeaaure .tor meaaure• ia further illustrated in 

the section, "Hoaea Vi•it• Paradise and Hell" beginning on 

page )09 ot the second vollfte ln Le,genda 2!_ !!!!, ~· Here 

- ve read or Moses being taken b)' Gabriel to ••• Hell. Be 

aew ainnera auapended by their eyelids, ear, bands, tonguea, 

and W0111en vertt auapended by their hair and by their brea•t•. 

llhen Moaea ques ti an• vba t be aeea, tbe angel or Bell, 



•aaargl•l explalneds 

'l'heae hang by their eyee because they looked 
luatf'Ul.17 upon vi ••s ot their neighbor•; bJ 
eara because they listened to empt7 and vain 
apeech and turned their ears ava7 trc:m Torah; 
by tongue• because they talked slander; bf feet 
because they walked to •PY on their fellow aan, 
but walked not to S,-nagogue; by handa because 
they robbed t.beir neighbors and comattted mUl'­
der; the vaaen by their hair and breaata beceuae 
they unco••red th.. in pre11nce or young men 
and the men tell into ain.J~ 

23 

The second moat proainent puntatment encountered in 

the Bible 1• that or bl1ndne••· Thia, like leproay, could 

•trike anyone regardleaa or atation in lite, and aen7 are 

the tranagreaaion• tor vhicb God tinda just cauae to intltct 

tbia dreaded darkne•• upon b1a children. 

Ot the many 1natance• ot blindneaa Wb.icb we encounter. 
I 

again we tind the rabbinic view, that blindne•• .... intlicted 

a• retribution tor •in. The 1'1rat ind1v1dual attllcted with 

blindneaa waa the P9triarch Isaac, whose eyea grew dim ao 
40 

that he could not aee. The accepted reaaon ?or Iaaac•a 

plight, we are told, waa due to the appearance ot the Shechlna 

during the Akedah eptaode ltlen the tear• abed bJ the angels 
40• 

tell into Isaac•• eyea. But it thi• vaa accepted bJ the 

rabbi• there could be neither •a1n• nor •puniabJllent" attri­

buted to thl• blindneaa. They therefore found other reaaone 

tor conaidering tbl• darkneaa a puniabaent tor •In. One ot 

the reaaona gi•en ia that Isaac preferred the wicked Blau 
41 

rather than God tearing Jacob. Because Isaac looked after 
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... u, be vaa atricken w1 th bllndne••· Prom thia tractate 

Megillab 28a ve get atlll another reaaon tor Iaaac•a blind· 

n•••· Wben .Ab11lalech h..S taken Sarah, the vite ot Abrabml, 

God appeared unto bia in a dream to torevam hb1 or the con-
42 

aequence• ahould he take Sarah unto him. When Abiaelecb 

awoke he returned Sarah to Abraham, and be gave her a tbou­

• and piece• ot allver to be a Jt IO~ •a covering•. Tbia 

vaa • tom ot ind91DitJ tor al1J ill will vhicb th• king may 

have engendered. The rabbi.a, however, read the Hebrew word 

not J}·/!_, but .ll "O~ "1icb aeana blinding. md interpret 
! - .. 

thia paaaage aa a "curae ot bllndneaa • lbich Ab11lelach called 
42• 

down upon the children ot Sarah. Tb.la ia explained 1n 

gre:.. .;er detail 1n the tractate Baba K•a 9Ja. Here the 

rabbi• explain What Abla•l•cb really aeant tihen be retumecl 

Sarah with the thousand piece• or silver mid he aaid: •Be­

hold 1 t ia tor thee a covering or th• •1••· • What he realq 

aeant vu, "•ince thou bast covered th• truth 1'rcm me and 

baat not 41acloaed that be vaa thy hmband, and ba•t ttma 

caused me all this trboule, let it be the will or Heaven, 

that there ahall be to thee a covering or the 91ea. • And 

this waa fulfilled, in that Iaaac•a 91ea grew dla• and in 

hie latter 1eara he could not aee. 

One 1• tempted to wonder i1" the curaea or a heathen 

when directed to one ot God'• cboeen people can ·reallJ be 

meaningful. Waa it reallJ poaaible tor Abiaelech to bring 

bia evil intmtiona to .tru1t1on against th• patriarch Iaaac! 



Accord.iq to th• oamaenta ot Gin•berg thi• would certa1nl7 

••• to be the caae. Thi• Tiev ,no doubt, i• deri Ted tl"Cllll 

re a cl 

aaid, •let not the curse of an ordin­

ary 1nd1 Tidual be taken ligbtl7• • " Be go•• on to atate that 

it vaa th1a curae vhich brought darkneaa to Iaaac, •• ve 
43 

atated above. In the aame footnote, quoting mm7 aourcea, 

Gin•berg atatea that the evll vaya ot children cauaea parents 

to age prematurely and the vick.clneaa ot children bring• 

blindneaa to th• father or the maater. Tba t thia do•• hap-

pen ia illustrated by pointing to I•aac, Eli, md S1111uel. 

'l'hi2 ia alao proven by t.he bllndneaa of Ah1 jah the Shilonite. 

The blindn••• ot Iaaac, however, waa a perplexing 

probl• to the rabbi• 1tl o aought to interpret it. They 

could not consider it outright retr1but1<11 for sin, though, 

aa we baTe aeen, thi a too waa the opinion ot aome. On page 

)28 ot the firat vollfte ot the Legend• ~ ~ ~ ve ••• 

one O'Pinion th at Iaaac •a eight was illlpaired becauae he bad 

to look upon the conduct of hia daugbtera-in-law, Whom Baau 

had brought into hia house. Yet, upon t.hi• very page ve 

see that the acourge ot bl1ndneaa came upon Iaaec becauae 

ot bis love tor Esau. •ae (Iaaac) justified the wicked 

tor • bribe, the bribe or Esau•• filial love, and loa• or 
viaion is the puniabllent that tollowa the taking of bribe••• 

In Baba Mesia 8Sb ve ••• another deacription of 

44 
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blindness c oming upon a person as a consequence cf looking 

where h e was not supposed t o have g azed. The quotati on, as 

it a ppears i n the Soncino edition of t he Talmud , i s as fol -

lows: 

I saw one of the rabbi s whon Elijah usen to fre­
quent, whose eyes were clear in the morning , but 
in the even i ng they looked as though burnt in 
fire . I questioned him. 

The q_uesti on was answered in this way. The rabbi had asked 

El i j ah to show him the departed rabbis as they ascended to 

the Heavenly Academy . Eli j ah repli~d unto him : " Thou may ­

est l ook upon all , excepting the carriage of Rabbi Hiyye ." 

But this individual could not co~trol his des i re and ga z e d 

upon the carriage of Rabbi :ti yya , and thus , t \oO f i ery streams 

i ssued forth and bl1nded him . He hsd been warned not t o look, 

and hav i ng t ransg r essed by looking , his vehicles of s ight 

were the r e f ore punis hed. 

Ahasuerus, the Persian king of the Purim story , was 

a lsc one w~o suffered fran blindn ess (~5 ) . One s ear~hing 

to find the r e ason , gi ve n by t he rabbis , for his predicament 

must turn to the story f ound in the tree ta t e Megillah. Re re 

we f i nd t hat durin '- the p r o l on g sd feast which the k ing tended 

for his visi ting nigniterios the visi t n g rule rs we re dis -

cussing the respective bee.u~ies of their lanes . 

point Ahasuer us sooke u o and remarked 

.. ) ~0 ,,~)/ 1lr 
; 

I~ • 

At o ne (' 

:Jlc.e I J...) 

I 
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J>.l•fN 1;,;> i>ef11 ..A1"1lY 1c:'e.a111 lf;,e, JtJJ;> ..,,..f)" 
...l'i) e /:) r 1 

In the mmner 1n which a person meaauree, ao it 
ia measured again• t hilll. Becauae the wicked Vaebtl 
would have Jewiah maiden• brought before her, 
would a trip them naked and ha Te thaa perform work 
on tbe Sabbath ••• 

••• as she bereelt did, so it wae decreed aga1nat 
her 

Tbe Munich codex ot the Tal.mud also adds that Vaaht1 

wae put t.o deeth on the day ot Sabbath, because ot the vork ., 
Which eh• made the Jewiab maiden• perform on this day. 



Bowe••r, tbe b11n4n••• '*110h vaa in1'11cted on Abaauerua, 

vea not ot a pelftallent nature. Por Ginsberg alao tell• that 

hie 91 .. b•c•e bript onoe more Wbm he cl1reoted th• to-'i ward.a Ba th.er. 

In the prophet Bela•, vbo C•• to curae Iarael, but 
~ 

stayed to bleaa tb8lll1 ve encounter •till another 1nd1Yld-

ual Who vea cuned V1 th bllndn•••· Thia vaa hi• due becauae 
JO 

be had intended to curae Iarael. Another Yiev concern-

ing hi• blindneaa 1• tomd in the tractate •tddah )la Vbere 

it la aaid that Balallll became blind •• a puniament tor 
51 

111lpure thought•. The gra•ity ot blindness cannot be tmder-

estimated. Philo remark• that the blind are to be a:> naidered 

aa dead. When one consider• how 1nbwaanely the blind were 

treated aa little aa a century ago, it 1• not ditticult to 

inaagine how aerioua wee the plight ot the blind twenty cen-

turiea before. 

Samaan, the Judge vbo arose to break the yoke ot the 
5.1.. 

Pb1ll1atinea from the becka of hia countrymen, vaa alao 

one who had to li•e the last years or hi• lite in utter dark-
51 

neaa. The eighth Miabna in the fJ\.r•t chapt er ot Sotab reada 

/!J:l ./!~ f.!l>tf@ njl-1 ;i.:>'ar 1'1;-y > 01t,. 7£ ;1(11e 
•sem.aon went after hie eyes, {heretore t he Pbiliatln•• gouged 

out hia eyea.' Thia meWl• t hat since S1maon went in puraui t 

ot the desire ot bi• eye•, Milch were t he PbUiatlne wmen, 

h1• punialnent called tor hi• eyea to be blinded. lt 111igtlt 

be ot interest to quote thla entire Hiahna, since it deal• 
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1n tta entlNty, wt t.h th• principle or ._•a•uN ot meaaure•. 

Sotah, Chapter 1, M1ahna 81 
S.Uon vent atter hi• 9J'••, t.bererore tbe PD~l­
la ttnea gouged out hi• qea, a a it i• aa14,.B 
•ed t:b• Pb111•t1nea laid bold on bS.a, and wt 
out hi• e7ea. • Ab8al01ll gloried 1n hi• hair-, 5' 
bence be vaa auapended by bl.a halr;5.5 becauae 
he copulated vt th the ten cane ubine.S6 ot bia 
tatbe~, therefore theJ thl'uat ten ja•elln• into 
him,57 a• 1 t ia aaid, •And ten 7omg aeri that 
boN Joab•a armor compaaaed about and aote 
Abesle111 and alew him~; and aince be •tole three 
hearta, the heart of hi• father, and the heart 
ot the court, atd the heart ot Israel, .t.here­
fore three darts vere thruat int.o hha."'., 

Thia Mlahna, perhaps more than any other aingle unit 

lend.a 1taelt to the rabbinic view that retribution waa in 

t'act r reality. The end vhich vaa Abaalca•a 1• the perrect 

illustration that God doe• punleh in direct meaaure tor the 

tranagreaaion perpetrated by the •inner. 

In tractate Ketubot lOSa,b, Rabbi Abbahu quote• front 

~. 2):8: •A peraon who t aket.b a bribe ls blinded." The 

rabbi a turther elaborate on the aorlptural verae from Deu.t. 
~ 16:19: Por a gift doth blind the eyea or the vise -------

f•J.l..)Q .:J:} :>1J1 ~/!It]) that even a great sage tmo takes 

a bribe will not depart from tbia world Vi thout the attlictill 

ot a "darkness" ot a aort. 'l'h1• could be a "dulling• ot the 

mind as well as a dulling ot t.be eyea. They further state 

that even he \tlo ia righteous in eVel"J respect but take• 

bribe• will not depart fr<l'l this world VS.thout the atrl1ct1on 

or cont'aalon or lllind. There are but a limited nwlber ot 
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•lld.lar tnatancea where the confuaicn of mind ia mentioned. 

'lh• aoat prcmdnent oaae ot thia illneaa concerns Saul 

the tirat king of Iarael. 
I 

5' 
Tb• ., rda 

___ 1_ .... J>....,,.Ji...,c ... 11 ___ ~ ... • _ ..... _.._) •ad an •Vil a p1r1 t tm m the Lord ter-

rifled b1Ja• beara a remarkable co.-ent 1.n the Soncino edition 

ot I "S•uel. The Re:v. Dr. s. Goldman does not indicate 

whether the OOJ918nt 1• hi• own, or whet.her be ia quoting 

.tram another source, but be indicate• that Saul waa certain­

ly suffering frc:a aadneaa, and t.hat tbia waa aent by God. 

Saul ia afflicted by a form ot insanity 
which 1• mant.teated in autter tit• ot terror, 
unreasoning rages and, on occasion, banicidal 
Yiolence. 'l'lle •1J1Pto111a augg•• t manic de pr•••- / 
lve paychoaia. The belief that diaeaae, and 
ti.ipecially 111ental 1llneaa, waa due to tbe agency 
ot enl ap1r1ta was untveraal in antiquit)'; but 
to the Hebraic mind there was no power or evil 
independent or and oppoe ed to God. Good and 
evil equally were in the power ot God, and 
therefore the spirit which attl\«jlJted Saul 1• 
described a• being sent by Him. 

Another co11nent on Saul, indicating that be was ill, 

ia round in I Samuel 19 :10 where the author uaea the phrase 

"Saul•a diaeaaed mind.• Unfortunately neither in the C<llll• 

menta to the verse nor in the Talmud 1• reference made to 

Saul •a au1't'er1ng and the reason therefore. Though trcn a 

psychological point of view it can be aurm.iaed that Saul 

was greatly perturbed at David's aucceaaea againat the Phil­

istines. Saul bad been chosen to rule over Israel and to 

tree them from the yoke or the Philistines, yet it waa Dadd 
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vbo vaa lllMting vlt.b moff aucceaa 1n tbia venture than the 

king hlueir. Paced vlth the•• tacts. it might haYe be­

come a tixetion Vital Saul that the deeth ot DaYid vae the 

only •oluti on t.o hi• predic•ent. 

'lbere are tvo other caaea vhere ve r•d or the 111-

neaa ot tlllD ot Darld•a children. One vu the cblld ot Bath­

sheba Who vaa begotten out ot wedlock. Who vaa aick tor 
61 

a even dqa, and tben died. In regard t.o this illneaa the 

rabbi• have nothing to ••J• The second eon ••• Amnon vbo 

teigned 111neaa in order to lure hi• halt a1ater Tmar into 
6l.. 

hia bed. At'ter tbia torced relationship a great hatred 

welled ~ w1 thin AnnOll againat Tmnar, and in the tractate 

Sanhec...-1.n 2la Rabbi Iaaac comnenta upon tbia idea that he 

"hated hie aiater exceedingl.J", 

I )/ 11)1 ( ~ e)')f, l)J '.) 

Thi• Hebrew quotation, rough~, would have ua \ll'lderatand that 

Rabbi Iaaa.c aaid "Because an entangled hair mutilated hi• 

privates. or that ahe (Tamar) entangled it and oeueed the 

mutilation.• Could there be a more perfect example ot hav­

ing the •pu.niabment tit the crime"? 

It we would return, brietly, to the parent ot the 

last caaea, to David blmaelr, we will be apprised ot the 

rablil •a vteva concerning Devid•a Ulneaa. In tl)e Legenu,63 

David ia pictured •• a91ing t.o God that the world la ao 

beaut11'ul and good, but there la one thing wblcb preTenta 



1 t tl"Om belng pertect. Thi• one t'law. ta the preamca ot 

1nemlt7• Viloh attllota 1nd1Tiduala. And God repll••i 

"Verll7. a ttm9. will com•• vbci thou wilt supplicate me to 

attllct thee w1 th madness.• Later ln Ute 1'hen David tled 

tran Saul, he telgned h1m•elt med, to rece1 ve aanctU&rJ 
641-

trom Acb1ah the king ot Gath. 'l'be Vflr1 illneaa agaln9t 

which he had canplalned wee the one Which he had to resort 

to ao that h1• lite vould be spared. 

In Sanhedrin 46b we 1! nd another "rtev tor illneaa 

coming ~on David. .1111I',i [, ?) •A 'l ~ l'il' 7r. "" 
~'1 ~ fJJ3-;> ·Ji1l>J\.J ~'''' JJ/c ~'z 1 :i>e r I 

Ra bbl .Judah aa14 in Rev• s n&Jlle i "All 1h e cure ea Wherewith 
IS 

David curaed Joab were fulfilled in David'• own deacendenta." 

Thia pro111pted the • erae rabbis to ado the following tdllch 

also appears on 46b ot the same trectate, 'JJIA.~ .:/"?> 
...., ('/l (' Jc- ';),D ,,I} ). (J. v A';)J) 1eJ•/c 

"Thus people aa1, let t hyaeU' be cursed, re ther then cune 

another. n Rashi adds an explL'l&tory note to the above quo­

tation, stating, all ouraea always recoil on oneeelt or one•• 

deacendenta. 

Ell aha Who had the mantle of propbeay placed upon 

his shoulder• by hia master El ijah, was alao visited VS.th 

illness, because or t h e atne which he had cOlllm.1.tted. El.lab-., 

•• a matter or fact, waa Blllltten with 1llneae on three d1tt­

erent occaaiona. In Sotah 47a we read t> C, e•;fD ~cfg 1,h 

P•i• lJ\ti> U/!t[j•pj~ 31>/cl .Jll(U:J?I> f 1?1i _,1 1te jl>~ ~e·J> 
1;> -AJJt -=tn111 
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Ollr rabbi a taught 1 •BU.aha vu .r tlic ted Vi th three 

'' Ulne•••• 1 one beo-• be a t1rred up the bear• again.at 

the children; once b•caua• be tbruat Gebui avay w1 th botb 
'II/ 

band•; and hi• tin al illne•• trm litllcb be died. 'lb• 

identical quotation 1• alao found in t.he tractate Smihedrln 

107b. In the tirat lna tance El18ha•a •e•erlt7 againat t.he 

Children Who mocked bl• baldneaa doea •e- to be extr•e, 

and he ws tmretore puni•hed. One wonder• it baldneaa lt­

••lt aay not be considered a torm ot illneaa, and it ao, waa 

thia too an additional pmlataent cast upon this man ot God. 

Bi• aecond lllneaa vaa due to hi• extreme harahneaa towards 

Gebazi 1b o had gone against the word ot hia maater ald had 

accepted a g11"t trom Huiaan. Tbe aagea eXplain the tel'll 

•both banda• which deacribea t he way in thich Eliaha puahed 

Gehazi away, to mean that he let't him no altemative to re­

pent and t.o return. What Elisha llhould have done i• to puah 

him awa7 vi th "the lett" and draw him back v1 th the •right 

hand"• That is t.o say, though punish h e l'll\B t, a till be 

warm hearted enough to bri ng the peraon back to a uaetul 

lite. Since Elisha did not give Gehaz1 this conalderatlon, 

he waa punished. We assume t.ha t Gehazi vaa never restcred 
'8 

to a uaetul lite rrom what Rabbi Johanan aa7s about the 

scriptural ver se "and there were tour lepera at the gate". 
UI 

Thia he says rerers to Gehazl and bis t h ree aona, vbo reained 

leper• in tultillment ot the curse caat upon Gehasi and bi• 

deacendenta, t~ Elisha. 



Th• third and final illneaa baa a reason all ot 1 ta 

own. In the traotat• Baba Mesia 87a ve read, ?(I' '1 
A'C,, !>1!)1 1.tf/\? Jc'n ?i''J' !*A.A Af I',n ..., ffl J 

"Unti 1 Jacob there was no lllneas, then Jacob caie and p..,-ed, 

and illneas cam• into being.• Jacob contplatned t-o God that 

a man would reach a point and that he vaild die auddenl1, 

without warning. 'lbla gave him. no tiae t-o "get hi• house 

in order•. But it man could ha•• some torewaming ot im-. 
pending death, then he vould have t11!l9 to set everything in 

its proper order. Ginsberg remarka: 

Sickneaa vu the tourth great miracle aince the 
cr&ation ot man; until Jacob•a time people died 
au .... denly v1 thout having been warned b)' illneaa 
ot their inapending death: the) sneezed and tell 
dead. Hence the custom to bestow ~e blessing 
•lD'lto lite• when a person sneezes. 

When Elisha came 
71 

covered. 

"it,/! /cl 

he prayed for the sick and he re-

e, Pni ';),.., &f ~l't '~ 
I'~ .fl le/ 

H• is the t1rst man, according to Ginsberg, to have 
7l. 

survived a aickneaa, which waa, prior to this alvaya accoa-

panted by death. 

Thia power or recovery which wa_s granted to Eli•ha 

waa surely a bom to mankind. It certainly gave King Hezek­

iah reason to be thankful since be, we are told, vaa •1 ck unto 
73 

death and then recovered. 'lbough one muat wonder about 

this theo1'7, aince before Elisha, we have aeen where King 
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David pr8Jed. to Goel tor the recover-y ot the d1il4 born unto 
~ 

Bath-Sheba. EY1dentl7, at thi• point, 1lln••• vaa not 

considered u •br• 1'1re death. Had death been antic1pate4 

a• a natural corollar1 to illneaa, it i• bardl7 11kel7 that 

Devid 10uld hne carried on in the manner lh icb he did vbile 

the child vaa •till alive. 

In add.1 tion t o Devid there were other kinga, in tha 

l'\lling tuailiea, 1b o were •ubjeoted to the diacamt'orta ot 

illness. Aaa, cme ot the early king• or Judah, who bad a 's long reign became in.tlna 1n hi• old age. 'l'bough there ia 

no •pecific mention made ot what hi• Ulneaa vaa, in the 

Legenct. ve are given to believe that Aaa•a feet were 1n1'ected 

in such a manner that be could only walk with the aupport ot 
u 

• cane. Further in the same w lume the re•ric 1• rude that 

A•a sutfered trmn the gout. Thia illneaa Which atf licted 

h1 a feet waa ao purposed aince 1 t wa• in hi• lega vbere Aaa 

waa auppoaed to poaaeaa auper-human atrength. 'lhia i• ex­

plained rnore clearl1 in the tractate Sotah lOa. Where the 

following di •cuaaion ia round: 

OUr rabbi• taught: Five were created after the 
likeneaa ot Him Vbo i• above, and all of th­
incurred puniament on account of the feature 
which diatlnguiahed them. One of these vu Aaa 
who vaa punished in the feet. 

Reba expounded: Why vaa Aaa punished in the teetf 
Because be imposed torced labor upon the diaiple• 
or the Sag ea. R. JUdah added in the name ot Rab: 
EYen upon the brldegrooa trom hia cb•ber and 
the bride t'l"Olll her canon. 
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!Vil/!(/ 

Jeborm lilho ruled Iarael vu aaitten w1 th an ignoble 

tate, thia being, an illneaa in the bowels, which i• trans­

lated•• •an incurable diaeaae• in the Soncino edition ot 

II Chronicle• 21 :19. The commentaries to tlw verae give no 

reason tor hie attliction, nor doe• the Talaud t'1nd reaaon 

tor bia i&noble fate; Ginsberg, doe• hC11ever find a reason 
?7 

for Jehoram being a truck by Jehu•a bow, b etveen the arma. 

'l'bia vaa becauae Jehormn, "had stretched out hi• arma to 
7'i 

receive u•urJ, and had hardened hi.a heart against compaaaion. • 

We move further along the ranks ot the king• and 

encounter Hezekiah who ruled over Judah and waa also called / 

to task by being made aick. Hi• waa a very grave aickneea 
?? 

Which carried him to the very port~la of death. Again, it 

1a Ginsberg tlbo ti nda reason tor Hezekiah• s lllneea. One 

reason g1 ven ia tba t be shoved no gratitude t.o God tor the 

victory "'1lich he gained over the Aas,-riana, and tor thi• 

failure to glve praise t.o God, he forewent the oppor\lnity 
8Q 

ot becoming the Meaaiah, tnieh bad been planned tor htm. 

The aicknesa waa also punishment for other tranagreaaiona. 

He had •peeled oft" the gold from the T91lple, 
and sent it tD the king or the Aaayriana; there­
fore the d1aeeae that attl1cted him caused hie 
akin to •pt el off". Moreover, tb.1a maled7 ot 
Hesekiah's was brought upcm him b y God, to atford 
an ·opportun1ty for the king ~d the prophet 
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(Elijah) to come cloae to each otber.8l 

The latter pert or thia reaacm would hardly tit in v1 th the 

the•ia that "lllne•• i• a rorm ot retribution". But aince 

Ginsberg make• mention or 1 t at 1h ia point, it baa been in­

cluded. Though this 1bought ~ uld b e more fi tt1ng with the 

theory Which vt.11 be t ouched upcn later that, "11' the Hol7 

One, Bleaaed Be Be, 1• pleased with a man, he crushes him 
82. 

with paintul auttering.• This opport\Dllty to bring king 

and p rophet together, came a bout 1n the following manner, 

according to the discussion in tractate Berakot lOa. 

Isaiah and Hezekiah were not on speaking terma, 
~o, 1'ha t did the Holy One Blessed Be He do? He 
brought sut'fer1ng upon Hezekiah and then a aid to 
Isaiah, 'Go visit the sick•. 

Isaiah, we are t.o asaume, was aware or the importance or 

"bikkur cholim" and wuld a urely not torego the chance to 

•ke thi• pastoral. Ti•i t. 

I 
I 

A turther reaae11 tor vifi ting aickneaa .upon Her.ek1ah 

makes the king hiJftselr out to .be the hero. Again Ginsberg 

is out aource. He credits Hezekiah w11h theorizing that it 

men smitten vi th an illneaa, could hope tor the retunt or 
83 

tbei r heal th, then they would be induced to do pennance. 

Begretting their peat actions and hoping tx> be restored to 

their ronner heal th man would tum lmto hi• God 1n pennance, 

and would be rewarded for th.la return, by being cured trcn 

their autrer1.ng. Hezekiah vaa extrem.el7 thanld'ul tor th• 
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good tortune ot hi• reco•e1'7 and he expreaaed hi a thank• in 

the t'ona ot • P••l• mi ch 1• round in Iaalab chapter .38 versea 

9-20. One vondera "1at other biblical peraonality reacted 

1n thia thaikf\ll amner atter being cured tor a near fatal 

diaeaae' 

Pain and •uttering lnt'licted aa retribution tor ain' 

Surely tbla vaa not ao in the caae or Zedekiah. 'lb1a king 
81 

vho vaa taken into captiv1 ty and blindecl auttered not tor 

ain but f'or lo•e. It vaa said that Zedekiah•• eyea were en­

dowed with auper hummatrength - that they were t.he 9"•• 
/ 

of' Adam - and the iron lances forced into than by hia cSJ>-
1)6' 

tors vere powerleaa to destroy b1a eight. But hia rlaion 

lett u.1m because of the teara "1ich he abed over Ute tate ot 

bi a child rm. 

There are also ame ind1v.lduals inflicted vit.b autf-
. 

ering about tibcn nothing elae ia aa1d. In I Kings 17:17 

the child ot t.he WOllWl ot Zarephath vu grayel7 ill• 

!f lt1' ? Sn I f'n ' ;) 'I and also in the book or Dtmlel 

chapter 8:27 Where Daniel rmarka '.} 1I/aJ1 ~··~ /;:1~ :/At 
P'"' 

•and I Daniel tainted and waa aick certain daya• • There i• 

not.bing in regard to these 111 1nd1 Yiduala anywhere 1n the 

Talmud and one cannot e•en begin to aunaiae "1at th••• •ick­

neaaea were and vby tbey vere inflicted. 

Tb.ere are yet additianal reference• to "illneaa" 1n 

the Bible. but no comment• are .round to describe their Vb7• 

and Vberetore and they are therefore not included in th1a 
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paper.. Ttwtr maber, hove•er, 1• quite aall. Por example 

ve read in II S..uela 12 :15 the detaila ot tbe attair be­

tveen Sola.on an4 tbe wUe ot Urim. Prom tbia adUlterou. 

a1'tdr a child vaa born, and tbia child vu the atruck tg 
God Vi th a tom ot a1cb•••. ~J A I I , . ' 4f,i) JtA i r ~ 1/ 
•Qod atruck tbe child ••• and it vaa ••l"J aick." •e need not 

search tor the reaaon tor the child•a illneaa. Surely it 

could not ha•e been anything which 1 t bad co111ni tted 1 taelt. 

'l'hla vaa clearly a caae ot retr1 butiOll tor the trmagreaaiona 

ot the paNnta. But •till, since it vaa ot illneaa, it ia 

being brought to light. 
/ 

Try aa bard u th91 might, a till the rabbia could 

not a"vaya attribute aickneaa aa being returned meanre' for 

measure. So ve aee that in regard to Jacob•a illneaa, they 

could not attribute it to any Vickedneaa or tranagreasic:n. 

So hia aiclmeaa i• attributed to the fact that he had a ••r17 
ditticult life. He bad worked extr•ely hard during the yeara 

Vhich be &pent vi t.h Laban. In ac:kiiticn, the contlicta tihicb 

he waged incessantly with Beau and the encounter vitb the 

angel bad taken their toll from him. Perhaps tbia mq be 

an eorl;r mcuople ot the -ot(l7J{C fi /''le' •pllln1 

ot lo••" b'J vb1cb God appear• to a me ot hi• creaturea. 

u ve leave the realm or the Patriarch• and continue 

through the Bible, ve have Joseph to be cc:noerned v1 th. 

Joaeph too, vaa exposed to much auttering, it not exacting 

illneaa. Por this too appropriate reason 1• round. Joseph 
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vaa •old 1nto alaYe!'J beoauae thia va• demmded to account 
36 

tor hl• tranagre••lona. Be bad, ao we are told, charged 

hi• bNthern v1 th h••ing called the aona ot the handmaiden•, 

•aleYea•. It • ._. m enreaely harah tom ot retribution 

tor a •••1ng ftPJ •light ¥rongdalng, but •till thla r-..tna 

the view. Still dealing With .Toe9Ph, ve recall the d1tt1-

cul ty which reaul. ted tran hi• retb ••l to consort vi th the 
87 

vite ot Pot1Jiiar vbo c aat her eyes upon hia. But thie 

too, Joseph brought upon hi.Juelt because he threw auap1c1on 

upon hi• bro there by a~ing the t they had caat eyes upon / 

the Cmnaniah v0111en. 
~,. 

In hi• aecond Tolune, Ginsberg dewtea quite a 

aecti • i to What can be called •the last will and testament• 

ot the Ten Tribes. Herein the brothers review their li Yea 

end point out their error• to their Children, ao they would 

not be ensnared by the same pittalla. 'l'broughOut, ve aee 

the many instance• ot -puniablllent and illness coming upon 

the brothers in direct consequence tor certain sin• colmdtted. 

Reubml, betore he died, v arned hi• children again• t "walk-
88b 

ing in the follies ot youth•. He went on to atate that 

beceuae he bad defiled hi• rather•• bed, the Lord had ar­
n icted ilia loin• vi th a tel"!"i ble pain tor ••Yen aontha and 

he was sick unto death. BUt tor his t'ather•a interceasion, 

he would surely have died. Hi• younger brother Slaon auft'ered 
89 

traa a vi tbered right hand tor ••Yen day•, this beoauae 

he had taTored killing hi• brother Joaeph. 



Gad, Jacob•• ninth •ml, •1111.larly •poke before bi• time 

to d1 • c-• upcn hill. 

117 pennance (tor VJl"onging Joseph) came in 
conaequ.enoe ot a a1olmena of the 11Yer that Goel 
inflicted upon ••• tor 1tih1a was the organ with 
which be had •inned. Aa• ay liver had telt no 
mercy tor Joseph. umnerc:it'ul. au1't'er1ng waa caused 
unto me b7 ~ 11 ver. ~r juctpent laated el1yen 
month•, aa long a• my eralty toward Josepb.'lO 

Zebulon, en th• other band• apoke to hi• children 

betore he died and pointed out to them the benet1 ta or a.- • 

rigbteoua lite. He told tbmm: 

Observe the co111Danda ot the Lord, have mercy on 
your neighbors, act ccmipaasionately. Por on ac­
count of my merclfulnea11 the Lord bleaaed me. 

.I 

ill my brethern tell slick '8.t one tiI!le or ano ther. 
but I escaped without m~y 1llneaa.Yl 

The year• rolled on aJDd a new Pharaoh arose 1n F.g:Jpt 

vbo knew not Joaeph and the people Who came to aojou.rn 1n 

Goshen found themaelve• deep in bondage. Driven bJ the 

taskmaster who filled the coilll'!landa or Pharaoh, the overseer• 
92 

began to put to death t!!iV•r'f imale child born unto Israel. 

But there were those who • tood up to Pharaoh. and ODe or 

tbeae waa Jochebed, a Jevi•h m1dw1te. who continued to bring 

male children into the world.. For this behavior ahe wa• 

rewarded by God by being healed from a grievioua 1llnesa. 

(No mention, unt'ortunatel y• ia made ot why ahe becuae 111 

to begin vi th) God restoredl her youth and her beauty and 

she became a source ot happ1.ness unto her huaband who had 
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been d.epriftd 0: her loTe ciur1.!lg bier llln••· lhi• ind.1-

cat• that the ~c.1~• ~ -..uure ! o r :m! U lU'e• is ap9llc· 

abl e to ?".-.rd ! or merl .:orlous servi.c• as veil u ;nmisbaec.t 

ror d:iscredi~• behanor. l'mre a r e oQ:.e?• aim.plea a~ tt:.ia 

c11:ed . 

?!le Bgy"p ti an.s • tllbc ver e eip oa 9d w tbA! '?en ?1.a.gue s • 

v@re made to sutter these s p eci.t i c plagu. ... to correspond 

t o the da.da 1tl.ich. t.h.,- !lad ";M~t'rated • e ains t ~e e":tild.ren 
~ 

v! Israel . alh..il e the uldm.ate 1 :::i d"tructia:i. . tmt ot dle 

~t1 a:i O.ordea erovniz:g ~ :be Ci llcv:s ~ tile Red S ea• vu 

a d i.:ect conaequcice o~ tob.e ciroV!lJJlg o r th• ma.le ca.1-~ 
f 5 

-
:C:-= ea the people whi l e t !l.9! vere 1n boo.dage. In Sotan 

lla ve :ind the O"Pin1on -=f one TEln.a llb.o sta t es that ?ha.raoi:l 

the en.ala7se::-; c t t h e "5:eoreva. Th.i s c ertai.:lly seems to 0. 

1= l ~· 1d tt. i:i::l.e theo;-r o! ":neas~:e ! or :nea.su.re•. 

!otmd tn t l:.e LeiLend.a. The following <tUOte is g1Yen by 

.Z!.:l.Scerg. •rn rabo!:Uc s ources 11.l!:es! Ls ::ce regarded a.s ~e 

il:-ec-: ccn.s9qW!rlce o! the !al l , Terr ilk•~ became 1-: 1s 

cc::stdere<i a.9 :lie b e ginnf..c.g ~ ciea:h . • ~· vorLd sa:ely 

~lai.!:. ort:y oo r ?"Abbis Ci.C: not always cC111111eot cm s t cmess. 
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ve are taken aback, by other stat~nts wh!.ch vould belittle 

thi• notion. Again in the _l,ege.nda ve read th.at • the ntnber 

ot diaeues tihich coae upon !!tan in com ec;.uence ot the tall 
9'1 

aount• to s ••enty or •••enty tllD. Rab , too , c erta1nly 

does not belin-e that l!!OSt illneaa 1a a n atural preeedi.ag 

atage ct death. B• c~enta 1n the tractate Seba Me zia 1n 

regard to tb.e tel'd •tllness• vbicb. ia under d1acuss1on 

• , );l' ,;Jr r'h, • ~.,~ ?J ,,,...,c r, /'I' /~ ,J) '" 

Rab •aid, this 1• th• eul eye. ill.• reasoning: 
he v ent ~ to a ccetery, ~ok care ot vmt bad 
to be done, and re-.rked ninety-nine haYe died 
because o r an eyU e"!e, the other one t h.rough 
n. -uNl cause•.~ 

Cne ca_"l!lOt overlook tae nao.e :ob as a :>ersonal ity tao 

v as at'!'l 1cted vi t!l sutter1:ig. Ii' my one biblical. cbarac~•r 

s u.tt'ered a t the !:lands of God, aurel7 it vaa Job, y e t he is 

not menti o ned at all i n this pa;>er. lb.1s h.aa be en do~• de-

ll berat el y, s ince auch has been wri tten about th.1.a one par­

:1cular i?ldividual, and I felt that to bring Job into th.e 

scope or tm s ;ieper, v~d mean to relegate all other indi­

viduals to an al.mee t s econdary poai tiai . a,. cai tt:l.o.s Job, 

v e d eal With l;b.ose chara cters only, ~o s uttered an a.beat 

no~l dos age o~ illness , r&tner than a •doub:e dcee• u 

wu Job 's lot. 



CHAPTER POUR 

~ Addi tlonal TalaUllic 'l'houghta !!!. Siclme•• 

'l'bere are yet •o•e additional tbougbta CSl lllne•a 

which appear in the nrlou• tractatea and in the tollovlng 

page• th••• den vlll be brought 1D ligJlt. 
~ 

In the Pentateuch. God apeaka ot viaiting the 111• 

of Egypt upon the people ot Iara el lf tbeJ w 111 not hearken 

to the word ot Goel. 
la> 

In regard to th••• veraea ve find ln 

Berachot the tollovlng cament. 

;J•fl 1.J1JrJ "2/./\? f'o)f._ ,f ?C.IJl.f. ~ .tit 
i. ~ r. • 
Ll1d< J•l .Jt1/ '' 1-r 1.JN J• >f!' /l'I A•~" v;a j'i> r I 1 r 

•rather ••• lt one baa the opportunl ty to a tudy Torm and do•• 
not a tudy it• the Holy One bleaaed be Be, vial ta b1m vi th 

ugly and painful autterlng vblch a tir him up.• V•r'J' cle~ly 
I 

t.hla point• to the belief that phyaical •uttering 1• a direct 

conaquenoe tor not walking 1n the v.ya of God. Incldently• 

ln Scripture , When God •peak• ot vial ting the aickneaa ot 

Egypt upon the people, Be 1• poalng quite a threat. Pliny 
lOf 

deacribe• F.gypt u tbe •mother ot the vorst dlaeaaea•. 
" 10• 

The phraae fJD P ~~ •Ill "Vho bath vounda 
~ -- 103 

without cauaet alao elicit• a cc:mnent in the Tal.11114. 

Here the Talmud enlaeratea not only bodily voulda but alao 

woe, aorrov, a> ntention etc. and the Talmud aqa '"";) ~ G 1AJJ 
•vtto 1• attllcted vi th all th•••t• 

? .,,,, ) i\/) r e•t i)f .. ! r , 
The 

,,,';) 
I 

anaver ccmea back. 

µ f•)DkMr •they 
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tba t tai-197 long at the vine md tb.,. th• t go to aeek mixed 

wine." 'l'bougb win•• a• a aacraental drink la considered 

1110•t importmt b7 the rabble, th• were however. aware ot 

1 ta evil conaequencea when not controlled. In the same 

tractat• on the rolloving peg• (70b) the atatement i• toun4 

Jt' A# e;uf "> {]: Ai ill t 2?2 'Jf Jl( r r { I 
•rcr nothing elae but vine bring• voe to man.• 

On• abuddera et aome ot the reaaona given tor the 

vlaitatlon ot autfering. Again in the Talmud we aee the 

rolloving ranark. /~~~~!p:, i 3.::15 ;: 1C4 

Rabbi Blaaar alao aa1d: "whosoever gt Yea or hla bread to one ----- -Who lacka knowledge vi 11 be aas ailed by autfering. • ~-- al-
# 

moat aounda f oreign to the lott1 ideals wblch vere normally 

ea -p>uaed by these 1 earned •ages • Yet among t he 10 luminoua 

W> rka ot the rabbis, there is mough room to find a wide 

v8 r1ety or opinion. Including this one whlch 11111 t a aid to 

those only who are in the rank• of tbe acholera. Dier• 1• 

little doubt that th1 • opinion held by Rabbi Klasar vaa hon­

ored more in the breach than otherwise. 

That ain v aa aubject to bring pain Ind auttering to 

the person cc.ml tting the tranagressim la further lllua-
105 

trated in the Talmud. CoJ'llllenting on the •erae ln Pro•erba 

wno said: 

atripe•• it vaa Rabbi Oahai 

1)")•?1f . .., f., 



•se "ho cleYOtea btmaelt' to •in, vcamd• ancl brutaea break out 

OYeJ' him ••• lllC.-•OY•r, b8 1• pmiabed by cli-oJ)8J'" ••• Rabbi 

Bacman the am ot' Iaaac taue)lt, drop91 ia a aign o.f aln. 

If ve continue the reading on thi• page in the Tal.Jllwl 

and then tum to ))b ve will tlnd ••en further proof that at 

leaat aaae ot th• rabbia felt that pain and •uttering 1• a 

direct reault ot aln.tul liring. Tb9 tollovtng cl1acuea1on 

1e encountered. d>'?.._ .., ')fl. 7 ft 1 1>: "'B;) ,!/ltl t J.b 
y I 

"OUr rabbi• taught: There are three kinda ot drop•J': that 

ltl1ch i• a puntament for ain ia thick." 

•aur rabbi• taigbt: there are four aign• 1) drop8J i• a 

aign for ain; 2) jaundice i• a •i8Jl tor cauaeleaa hatred; 

)} -poverty 1• a aign ot conceit; 4) croup 1• a aigD or alander.• 

There may not be uni veraal agreement amongst the 

rabbi• on the theory or •pain and 1llneas tor a1n" but there 

i• not an extreme lack ot individual• 'Who propound thia 

theory. The TalllUd doea not atop after tbeae rew caaea but 

we find e•en more. 

i.J!•') (W? ~~., ;,~•>II r.1n .MJI 11,;> ""* t>11D,J ; ~AA n v n 1~ 
evu• t_jl• r~ w11.)ill J:J"' e•ll.J J>,." U!C~ • e~"' Q 

PU j\ ,.,,_, 

Rabbi Nehemiah said: A• a pun1abllent ror cauae­
leas bate, atrtte 11Ultipl1ea in a aan•a bouae, 
bi• wtte mlacerriea, and bis •on• and dwgbtera 
die young. 
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Ve find 7et other pa••1agea tih1 Ch would le ad ua to 

bell••• that aln 1• aure17 te1UC111e4 by puniabment. aometimea 

} 

IU1LtlY 

Rabbi Aluandri add in th• naae ot Rabbi Cb17a 
the eon or Abbas •a alc)lt mm doe• not recOYer 
from. hi.a •lclm••• until all h1a •in• are tor­
gl •en." 

Cm ve atate my more clearly th1• aagea opinion that 

alckneaa muat be a direct conaequence ot aone tonn ot a ntul 

behanor. 

I: the traotate Abodah Zarah we mcounter a rabbinical 

f'ouraome who atand back to ba•ck and e xpreaa their belleta 

that unrlgbteoua behavior 1• the ceuae tor enl Yi•l ting 

mankind. Here they apeak or -.ockeJ'7• or some f'om ot "de•-

lllah" bebaY1or a• being tblt -sent tor calling down the pun-
110 

1ahlnent upon tblnuelve• and 1t.heir .5!llow. 

' , ;> l'.J~ IO' / 31Cwo {; ?.$"1, 

Jfl~t 

;)"G 
Here Ve have tour or the aag•ea all ape• ing of the .... .rona 

of m1•behaYlor. yet each att:rt.bute• another form of' puniablllent, 

to the gull t y party. 'rhe fi '!"at, Rabbi Elieser bell•••• that 

i:a1n will overtake the gu11t·y party. Rabbi Katina think• 

that be will autter 1'rom hW1.ger. while Simon ben Lak1ah baa 



the cul.prlt '4n41.ng ap ln purgatol'J. The tourtb, Rabbi 

Chenll•l• place• aucb aore reaponalbillty upon tb• man bJ 

accuaing bJ.a ot oaualng the deatruc tlon ot th• lC>rld becauae 

or bi• al•bebaYior. 

In Plrk• Aboth. ttlere a maber ot •ayinga are attrib-

uted to Hlllel, we read ~ CiJ§ AM .n/ttflt 1&2 _,i) /J. 
IJq.,C; r~:f~ p,.l ?Hfi -?~ f~~ & , ... P•l!li) .:J.i> f/n 
"Moreo•er, he • av a akul.l tloetlng on the aurt'ace ot the 

waters be aaid to it, because thou drovnedat others, th.,. 
• 

hA•e drowned thee; and at laat, t.he7 that drolllled tbea •ball 
lJ~ 

tbau•l•e• be drowned.• In the Hert• ed1t1c:m the coa-

amtai- to th1• Yerae 1• moat ezpllci t when 1 t aays: 

They vho reaort to violence beccne victim• ot 
violence. Hillel and t he rabbis after him, 
clung t.o t h e biblical belief of retr1but1 ve 
juatice. •With the measure vberevitb a man 
meaaurea, so shall he be measured.• Repent­
ance alooe, tb91 held, could counter act the 
operation ot tbia rule. 

Thia retr1but1•e justice ot ltlich be •PB aks i• erldenced 

in many placea throughout the Bible. In the book ot Psalms, 

cha pt er VII, verse 16, ia cla ar in i ta meaning, 

hi>' ....llne~ [;,, .,..,.,a e•1 ,.,,...> ''1) 
He bath dlgged a pit, and hollowed it, and 
1 t ls fallen into t.be di t oh which be made 

CoUld this be understood to mean anything o th er than exact-

lng retr1 bution T 
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tt ve return to the Plrke Aboth, th• aayinp ot the 

'Pathera ve tlnd yet addl tlcnal lnd1cat1ona ot this same be· 

lier. In the tirat chapter lf1tta1 the Arbellte uaed to aay, 

In •1eltyer do thou abmldon faith ln d1Yine retribution.• 

the third cha pt er ve read _ _._G .... ?.._ .... ),_1 i.._J> __ f_,' l._ti..,..DOl;.t......_P_1&.::Jr-.'il..;a~ ... 'i>;.A./ 

W'11# ,If, i.l!'flll ti@ I/I ;})-._;/ Pl' 
Y I 

But the collector• go ro\Uld re gularl1 evel"J da7 
and auct due• tm• aan, •lthtr_vith hi• con­
sent or vi t.hout his con.aent. .i.a 

The cammtary to this Terae expla1na, •llhether or not he 

realise• it~ or acknowledge• that the vla1tatlona C01Dlng 
l~ 

upon h1- are 1n punishment tor hi• •in•.• 

' 

Aleo 1n Aboth we read ,.-;.) ,A/!./ 1? Ji) :./'" tl"l~C 

1))1~ ·~It t),,lt ~ efnr111 

"Seyen king• ot retribution come into the world tor seven 

cardinal tranagreas1ona." There la further enumeration of 

the yarioa• punlllhments and determinant•, Vh lob leave one 

with the 1mpreaa1on that man 1a detinitel7 called to account 

tor bis actions. 



CBAPTBB PI VB 

!!!!!!!. Concluaton 

'lhe doctrine ot reward and pun1•haent is gone into 

1n g:reat detail• in the last ot the t1ve book• ot Moaea, 

the book ot Deuterono1117. Here, 1n the tlnal diacour••• 

ot Moaea, we are tmight that obedience to the vt.ll ot God 

brings reward, "111• dlaobedience to hi• teachinga bring• 
' 

pWliabMnt in it• wake. ' In thia book ot the Bible, c h.apttt 

XI, Teraea 13 to 21, Mh1ch toraa the middle portion ot t he 

Sh••, 1be doctnne ot r etr1bution is proclaimed. 'l'hougb 

t.hi• portiondeala with agriculturalrevard• and pmiabnienta, 

vh1Ch do not tall in the domain ot thoae puniahmenta vi th 

vbich ve e re concerned, the idea 1a a til l ever preaent. 

Still further in the book, in Chapter 26 , versea 15 to 66, 

ve encounter th• "waminga or thl awtul power of' God end 

the deTaatat1ng e ff ects tor tranagreaaing Hi• code. Again, 

tbia aection dittera fmm t h e them~ or t his paper some• 

what, in that the curses enumerat ed reter to the nation 

and not the 1nd1rldual. But the 1dea behind the punish-

men t 1• what 1a 1aportant at the D10men t. Hot a o much aa 

to vhcru 1t pertains, aa tha t, which ahowa t he presence 

and power of' retribution. For their tranagreasiona the 

n• t 1on is warned ot t?eing via! ted by epid9111ic• md plaguee, 

con•W11J>t1on, t ever, and 1nn-at iona, blindneaa and mental 

blindneaa, con1'a1on ot the mind. Other than the•• 



~alcal a1'n1et1oaa there are 7et JUJlJ' 110re tonu ot 

pm1abllent liated. 

In Pro•erba ch11pter 11 ve have tvo ldditional Yer••• 

which point out the doctrine or retr1bUt1on. R., ~1J• i 

•the eyll •an •hall not be lD'lpuniahed• .nd the aecond 

rll6 

n. rr- 117 
veree • P t~ 1 '1 ) ~d f •3 3 J'P •behold• the rlgb teaua 

'· I 
shall be requltted in the earth•. The comaental'J vbich ap-

pears v1 th the•• YeNea e~la1.na in regard to th• tlr•t. 

•A cardinal t eacbing or the book ot ProYerba la that 

•Retribution overtake• the wicked••• and to the a econd. 

"EYen the righteous man la not per.tect and the fault• ot 

Mh1ch he 1• gull ty are judged by God and puniabed. • ... , ___ 
There are lll&JlY otbe r lndicationa that retr1 but1on can 

be counted on as being a certainty. In the story 1n Gen-
118 

eaia Vbere Abimelech takes Sarah into hia house, he 

e~laina hia actions by aaying that he thought Sarah vaa 

Abnh•'• dater, God thm anavera 7!..l\J\J Jcf I.:> H 
~[A 'l ) J r •tberetore I a utf ered the;not ' touch 

her", but the implication 1• very clear, that bad he toucbecl 

her, he aurel7 would have •uttered tor bis a ct. 

In the book ot Peal.ma, there are also a nUlllber or 

verses 1h ich would le ad one to theorize that one could 

certainly expect to be repaid for one• a bebanor. Aa aoon 

aa one begins to read the opening verses ot the Paal.Ju one 

? read• the following worda, P•1'=i 3 713 2 ,31' 'J 

3? 1t.n r•"I e., , ..,~, 



Por the Lord regardeth tbe va7 ot the 11mteoua 
But the way or the wicked aball periah. ~ 

S2 

In the Sonolno edition or Scripture the connent to thi• verae, 

1• very explicit. 

A tund•ental teaching ot tbe Bi ble la that ul­
timately the good are juatitied and the vtckecl 
reo.e1ve their due retribution. It ia endoraed 
b)' a llOdern h1ator1an 1n the verdict: •One leaaon 
and only on• bi a torr may be eaid to repeat vi th 
diatinctneaa: t.m t the world 1• built •011ehow 
on moral roundationa: that in the long run 1 t 
ia well with th• good: in the long run it 1• 
ill with 1be wicked•. (Proude) 

Thia, or course, remains the beliet ot all who have 

beheld acme ronn ot puni•haent come upon tboae Who haYe 

li•ecl u rlghteoualy thrcaighout their liYes. History baa 

very otten dealt harsh bl.ova to those who, by their actions, , 
have been guilty or atirring up hurt, hatred and violeno•. 

Perhaps thia haa not alway• been the eaae, but the aaaurance 

i• given that thia auat be the ultimate end. Does not the 

Paalaia t •• ,. __ .&.G ___ _.l_..3 .... •_3 ..... ' ..... l_ ..... ;l_e_1_1N __ ~ __ ..... e'="'•-~..;::;ll....;'>___.fl._.,_..._i> ...... ~ 
~, 1 ';f1 P~Jlt,":;)f ik ,p,O> 

ltlen the wicked spring up •• the sr••• 
And the worker• ot iniquity d.o tlouriah 

20 It ia that thef ruy be deatro,ed torever.l 

I 

Thia is m met.bing 1ib1ch ve are almost forced to ac­

c ep t, f or bow else .can we hold t h e belier in the juat God T 

Thi• t heme ot God being jus t mid intolerant towards injua­

t1ce appears alao in the seventh chapter ot the book or 

P•allu. Here in verses 7 to 11 we hear the echoes or 
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Cd>e1 ~(,11 ,!r 1;/t<t") /; ~'5) 
"Wlll the ruler ot all th.e world act unjuatlyT" Paallll 94 

ia but one more paal.B lhich apeaka ot thia quality ot God. 

We muat recognise rlgbteouaneaa to be an essential quality 

ot the Di Tine nature. and thia would theretore make it 1Jll­

poaa1 ble tor the penal acttvttiea ot God to be overlooked. 

In the Dlnne scheme ot thinga where justice is of the ea­

aence, there DIWlt be a place tor the accounting ot all J1Ulfl •a 

actions. In mother ot the booka ot the Bible, 1n the Son-

ctno edition, the author comments upon the phrase 

-~ r,,N G, .., tJ G "every plague and evel"J 
121 

al ck-

ness" in this manner. "Each individual, Whatever hia 

attlicttcn. will recognise that it ts aent by God tor acne 

misdeed COftlllitted by him.• 

Thia very idea, though it is not drummed at consistent­

ly, doe• make ltaelt rel t t1111e and time again. Certainly 

it appears aut!'iciently frequent to leave one with the sense 

ot Divine retribution 1'1mly entrenched. No ~ere does it 
122 

appear more clearl7 stated than in the tractate Sanhedrin 

where we read 'the following statement r;lf -..,Nf,1> "'IN( 

~r I ~N ·~ t 

"It thou wilt hearken to the voice ot It 

thou w11 t hearken I will not bring it upon you. but it thou 

Wilt not, I will bring it upon you." The "it" ot the quo­

tation 1a spoken or, in a previous statanent, as being the 

illness Which were visitied upon F.gypt. Clearly the meaning 



1• th• on• 111bicb we h••• co• to realise 1• t.h• belief ot 

the rabb1a. Ooo4 will be rewarded Vi th IP od, th ile eTil 

will bring 1n i ta wake nil. 

Thi• then can be eccepted •• the tinal • q ot the aagea. 

Man doe• not llYe 1n a vacuum and be 1• not tree to do aa he 

pleaaea vi thout due conaiderat1on tor bi• fellow man. It' 
./~ 

be doea cbooee to act 1n auch a wey that he jurta hia tellov 

man or goea contrary to the waya ot God then surely he can 

expect to be· punished tor hi• act1T1ty. But leat we accept 

t.hie theory vi th no reservation•, we must tir•t look 1n to 

one other area, ot rabbinic teaching•. 

The tollowlng paaaage 1• found in the tractate BeNcbot. 

~/!~ J1 lll 1 e pjA ':l/cO fA. /!lon 2) Mdl'Al r;t' >M 
12t,,11 ,,~, • J.J•..J >i oeQtu >J1t<.1t 1e1111 ~ ee>ee> • /'ft 

~?IJl (iG';) -=>M' 1t111 ih a~ca> . ~ "':17 ...,;JtJ/ 
Pkl • /J 1 • f.n f 'J IJlll / ·~ # , •!II 'CA •)) (ll • >«A "' l!J. f, 

21A.Jt, 1'~ 1l l5)A ft. Ji J/11 G ""-11 •-;> A1N J/ -..,/;, 
124 I 

,,._,, ~ if!k., ,,,,, .M '.l 

Ra•a aald, other ea, it vaa Rabbi Cbiada, 11' a 
person bebolda auttering c0111e upon him, he should 
exadne bi• ccnduct. It h• exained hi• conduct 
and found nothing let him attribute 1t (the autt­
ering) to the Mglect ot atu~ng Torah, for 1t 
says Fortunate 1• the man w boa Dog repro•eth, 
teach ae tl'O• Thy Torah. I.t' be attributed 1 t 
to the lack or a tudy of Torah, but could find 
no fault, let him be certain that these pe1na 
are the expreaa1ona of the love ot God, tor 1 t. 
••J'8, the LoJ'd art'l.ieta tboae wm. Be lo~ea.124 

At the same location in thia tractete we ha•e 
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the ••e thought upreaaed 1n the t'ollovlng oonvereation. 

f""u ,~ . .,.L' -.i?;li)e J; ... ,.,. ,1 •• ~., '*" 
, 

"I.t the Bolf <me, Bleaaed Be Be, 1• pleued vi t.h a mm, be 

cruahea hia v1 th painful •uttering.• 

'l'bia doctrine ot •at'tltc ts.on ot love• ta not graaped 

ver'7 read11J. '!he aagea ot courae ne•er accepted autt~ ~ 
a• such. Tbe:r wen alway• prone to interpret autf'ering aa 

God•• expreaalon ot dl•pleuure, and a call to repentance. 

Sutterlng waa an lndioa tlon that am )lad· ainnecl and thia 

va• God•• va7 to point out the need to retum. to the proper 

path.' Though one could alao express the bel. let', that aince 
125 

God vial ta the aick, 1 t hardly •••• plaual_ble that God 

would '91•1 t the a1nner. So perbape there m91 be ao111e cre­

dence to the belier in "Yeaurin ahel Ahanh". Yet 1t ia 

strange, unle•s me can draw a parallel between thia and 

a "love tap". Perha~e a 11 ttle loving tap u an e xpreasion 

a more readilJ acceptable than what the 

God doea not vi•h hie people to be aubject to &DJ 

illness, or so we vaild be led to belie•• trom a paaaage 1n 
126 

Ginzberg•a Legend•. Here we read of' a reason tor the 

forty yeara wandering in the desert. We are told that God 

hesitated t.o give His Torah to a nation ot lmie, blind, and 

sick people. So during the period between the axodua and the 

receiving of the Torah t he blind regained their aight, the 



lae bec•e whole and the •iak became heal thy. A people 

healthy in both bodJ' and Jlllnd va• vbat God de•1red, juat 

•• voul.d miy lori.ng parent. 

'!bat God love• hi• people to be healthy la alao i nd!-
' , 

ca ted by a paaaage 1n the tractate Meglllah. "i) ;l j)t) Ne 

GA .... ..,f.n.n ..,a,.,, P"r /!) ,~ .JA" r,;.,,, ,;;" .;; 
'!) f!lf)1 enr /Q1? ..Jntst /"it 'fUN 

1
J.J i.;tt Pfu:-::Jf¥ 

"The Holy On• Bl.eased Be He do ea not attlic t Israel unless 

he ha• cr•ted tir•t a remedy tor the 111. But not ao v1 th 

the heathens, tor than, he t1rat attlic~ and then create• 

the cure.• Perhaps then the " ~C>A Je J•)Jp 1 " do tall 
I 

into auch a category, and ~en tbey are l111PO•ed upon one ot 

Hi• own children, it 1• vltb the knowledge that thia 1• but 

t8!1J:pOJ"al"1 and the cure haa already been decreed. 

Perhap s this then is note upon Milch this paper should 

be concluded. When IUD 1• chastised, 1 t is onlJ tor hi• 

ovn good, and he can rest aaaured that that the cure tor hia 

malady la surely 1n the hands of God. In our limited ••n­
tal capacity we cannot always grasp the deeper meanings ot 

Ute nor are we aware or the reasons tor all that comes upon 

ua but in the scheme of t hinge there muat be reason tor all. 
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