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Introduction. 



I n t he thirteenth century , B. c. ~ •• a group of people 

left Egypt and journeyed throu gh th e wi ldernes s to Canaan. 
became 

Thie people was one group of what became eventually/ the Israel ---ite nation . The story of its exodus from Agypt, the incid ents 

that occurred in the wilderness, and the settlin@ of t hat people 

in the land of Canaan , has been recorded at gTeat length in 

t he Bible. In add ition , other Bib lical writers have, f rom time 

to time, mentioned that event and made use of it i n varyill@ ways . 

The purr os e of this p&per, in the light of t he obvious 

importance which th e Exodus assumed. is tYio- !'old . First, it will 

concern itself with the actu~l traditions of t he eTent itself, as 

recorded by the J , E, a.!ld P ?iri t ere approxi~ .. utely four , five, 

and eight centuries , respectively, after t oe tvent t onk ~lcce . 

It will consider t h e pr oblem of jue t wl:y t he Exodue M l S i mport-

ant, and Vlha t us e was made of tl::at event by each T.'riter in hi s 

own generation . In sett i tt g a bout the accomplishment f t hi s 

te ak, we have defined the "Exod ue 11 as tha t period of Israeli t 

ish history which beg&n ~itb the c ~ ,ice of ~oses ae he man to 

lead I srael out of Egypt , ..a end :. with t~ e adv ent of th.at 

people to the borders of ~oab . Sec ond, it ~11 1 atte~pt to dis

cover in wbt:.t light the eTent ,.·as held b;r 01.b.- r Bibl ics l writers 

who made ment i on of i t . Here, too , we shbll endeevor to die-

cover hat rux~ose t he Exodus s erved in the wri tings of these 

men. and to whbt end t hey utilized it . 

One a~ ditional n ote of explan& ion ie necess ary . al thou~h 

interest in the Bxodus did not cease ~1th the clJsing of the 
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Canon, the scope of thie pcper is limited to t he Bible al one . 

To be eure , the Apocrypha. tbe :ushna, and the Talmud are re

plete with further references to the event. The entire Ha ggada 

developed in coru1ecti on with it . Nevertheless, we sh~l l conf ine 

ourselves to a treatment of the su bject by an exhmin&tion of 

those references to the Exodus f cund in that part of t he Bitle 

which bas c ~me to be l::not ·n &s the Old Teetament . 



Part I. 

The Traditions of the Exodus According to J , E, and P . 



__ 5 • ., 

Chapter I. 

The "Choice" of Israel in Bgypt 

The s tory of the Exodus begins, in all three acc ounts , 

with the story of God'e remembering His people in Egypt, and the 

decis i on to free them from thei r bonda@e in that l and . The eel

ection of Uoe e e ae leader and of Aaron as erokesman is also ac -
1 

compliebed in these chapters . Chapters 3 , 4, and 5 contain 

the J and E accounts , wh U e the P tradition ie to be found in 

6 . 2-7.7. The story for all three historians is substant i&lly 

the same . God a ' pears to Moe es f r om the mids t of the burning 

bush and declaree His iutenti on to fulfi ll His promise t o the 

Pat r i a r chs by s aving Israel f r om Egyptian bondage and b y bringing 

the ~e ople to Canaan . Moses mentions his inAbility to Epeak 

clearly , and 4aron is appointed to help hi m. Certain eigns are 

given Moe es by Jabveh t bat he may i mpress Pharaoh ~ith the pow-

er of the God of Israel. Together , ~oees and A4r~n confront 

Pharaoh, requesting the r Fl ease of tbe I eraelites , and are re-

fused . 

The detai ls of the etory. bov·ever . vary somelih& t . ~ccord

ing to J. Jabveh tells Moses i n Ui dian to return to Egypt. 

~oees does eo , taking his ri~e and son with bim (4.19,20a ) . On 

the way, two events take place; first , t be fragmentery acc ~unt 

of the circumc i sion of their s on by Zipporah , the i'i fe of Moses-

a story • hich is not t o be found in the E account . and s ecnnd , 
2 

the incident of the burning bush . It is here t hat Jahveb an-

1. The J acc~unt is c~mtained in 4.19 , &;0a,24-2-6; 3 . 2-4a , 5,7, 8". 
16-20•; 4 . l -14aA.29• , 31~. 3la; 5.ia•,s,5-6.1. The E account is 
contained in 3 . l.4b,6 , 9- 15.2lf; 4 .17f, 20b, 27 -50a*, 3lb; 5 .1, 2 , ~. 
2 . Chapters 5 and 4 . See no te 1 fo r verses b~longing t o J . 
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nounces Hie remembering "My people t hat a re in Zgypt" and de 

clares Hie intention of treeing them and hr ineing them to a 

"land flowing with milk and hon e1" (3 . 7,8*). The method, ac

cording to J, shall be that Moses is to r equest pe rmiceion from 

Pharaoh for the Israel ites to go thr~ e days' Journey i nto t he 

wilderness t o sacrifice to Rim . That Pharaoh will refus e i s a 

f oregone conclusion, and God will, tt erefore, br ing t he ~lagues 

upon the land of Egypt (3 . 19,20) . Moses then voioes t~o ob 

jections . Pirst, be fears that the people will not bel leTe that 

Jabveh really a~peared to him. To die~el any doubts of t ti e 

sort, Jahveh s hows him three signs to deoonstrate be truth of 

hie words to the pe ople (4 . 1-9 ) . Hie second doubt in~olves hie 

defective e~eech , and Aaron i e chosen ( by imrl i cation 1n t his ac 

count) as hie mouthpiece (4 . 10-14a ) . Moses and A.a ron a ppear be

fore Pharaoh and demand the release of t he peopl e . Ins tead, how

ever, the i r work is made more di f ficult . As a result, the Is-

rael i t ee murmur against Moses and Aaron, and Jahveh promiees to 
3 

deliver them with a str ong hand . 

According to the A acc owit, it was ~hil e he was tending hie 

fatber - i n-law' e flock that God called t o Moses out of the bue h . 

The event takes place a t Horeb, t hus a£eoci~ting t his f irst ap

pearance of the deity with the place at which tbe covenwit is 

made later (3. l,4b) . Thie associat ion is not to be tound in J. 

The Deity intr oduces Himself to Uoeee as t he God of the Pat

riarchs. and when !.loeee ask:e by t i bat name He is ca lled , be is 

3 . Cha pt ere S and 6. See note 1 tor verses bel ouging t o J . 

.., I 
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ana.,.,ered by tbe eni@Dl&tio worde" ?>';> I~ Je/c 9' '3/<:" after 

which E, as well as J , cal ls t he ~eity by t he name Jahveh 

( 3. 13-15). Since " Jahveh" has al ways been tbe name by which 

J called the God of Israel , tbie s t ory ie natura lly missing in 

hie account. Neither doe s ~contai n the account of a ruse cal-

culated to f ree the people , a s we found in J (3 . 19 , 20) . In

stead , there is the statement that t be ~eople aball not go up 

empt7, and i nstruc tions are given whereby the 11.· men are t o eroil 

the Egyptians by "borrowing" their preci ous je!!_els (3. 21!) . 

Yosee, up on hie return, meets Aar on in tte ~ilderness , and to

gether they confront the people. The Israelites readily bel i eve 

Moses' story as recounted by Aaron (4 . 27 -3ua, 3lb ) . ~e in t he 

J account, here t o, Pharaoh refus es to l et t t e people go , but 

there is no mention of the additionW. work th~t ~e found added 

to the burden of the Israelites in J (6 . i•, 2,4 ) . 

P's story a lmost compl etely parallels t hose of J and B . P 

accepts t he disclosure of t be uame Jabveh a t t bie time , agreeing 

with E in t his respect (6 . 3). Although hie acc oWJt is briefer 

than either of the other two, P omits none of t be essential de

t ails: t he promise to bring out be peopl e (6 . 6) , t o gi•e ttem 

Canaan (6. 8), t be refusal of the people to bel ieve Moeee (6 . 9) , 

the obJecti on r a i eed by Moees witb re gard t o hie epe1ch defect 

(6 . 12) , he cb ~ice of Aaron as "prophet~. t hat is , spokesman 

(7, 11 ) , the refusal by Pharaoh to let t he people g~ ( 7. 3ff) . 

!here are, bowe•~r. several d i f ferences . First, the P writ er 

is moat emphat ic in b ie s tateme nt t hat the God of Abr aham . I eaac , 

and Jacob made a promise t o t hem, and t hat the event wh ich is t o 

-
•• .... 



take plaoe; namely the 6xodue, ie proof t bat Re remembers that 

promise(6 . 4,7). Second, v. 7 is reminiscent of t he later ref

erences to the &x odus in which the might and power of Jabveh are 
4 

emphasized by recalling the Kxodus s tory . Third, wh6n ¥osea 

objects t o his cho ice as leader because of his speech defect , 

it is with r egard to Pharaoh's under e t anding him about whioh be 

is concerned (6. 12 ) . In the J a cc ount , h i s concer n eeeme to be 

with regard to the Children of Ierael . And fourth , as a cor-

allary to the preceeding point , A&ron is chosen as s r okeeman 

just before Moses addresses Pharaoh, and not i n the wi ldernes s 

as J i nforms us. It is a lso interest ing to note t he place of 

prominence given to Aar on in t he P account. This is t o be ex

pected, s ince the office of t he priesthood is traced beck t o 

him , and t he more i mportant his connection with the Exodus story 

--which we shal l see to be of iueetim~ble value a s a s ource for 

t radition--the ~ore important wi ll be tha t office . 

4 . See below , Pes l ms , pp. 56 ff. Aleo Deut eronomy, pp . 68 . • 
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Chapt er I I. 

The Plaf uee 

n.fter the preliminary r emurke v hich v e have Just consid-

ered , all three of the e t r ande v.?:icb ech~lsrs h6v e ~eparated 

proc eed i mme diately t ::> a narration ::>f tl:e marvelous acts of 

Jahveh whi ch ere to reeul t in Pharaoh' e lettinf :he peorle go . 

Contr a r y to !lOJ>Ular hel 1 ef- -a e ex1"r eeeed in t be P.afp.E:da Se r vice 

fo r tr.e Peeacb feetival , =or exan.rle --ten ~lafues rere \iPitP.d 

upon the t:gy1:: :iana in uonE of the three accow1te. C'ne , te .1, 

enurne r atee ae many aR eeven , liut each "'f t he rema nng tVJo have 

fewer. 

The J documt:nt , ~b ich v.ae vrit t eu eomev1h&t eorlier thc.n E 
5 0 

and much be fore P . lists the plaflues in greater d~ ail . kc -

cording to this bcuouut , t hey nurube r seven . und &re . in tte or -
7 8 (, 

der of their mention: tbe rivers i nto bl::>od , frors . !lies . 
10 11 lf: 

murr~in. bail , locusts , end tl:e slt. ~ing. of i::e :'ir c t-b~~n 
1:: 

son . ~ccor ing to ~ . the pluf ues rure 1nly five in uumL~r: 
14 1 5 lo 

t be ri ve re iuto lll ood , hai 1, locusts . darlmec s descending 
17 

upon the land. and ~ne mor e nla~ue ~ti ch ~od rr~misee ~ lrin@ 
16 

t o uaee , but v h1ch is never afa in me n !~ned by the narrator. 

e. Bel ov- r . 32 . 
o. ru1e.·:.·f:·ie S 't:ordinp t o ~teuern~~el: 3in eitung. p . 186 f . 
7 . 7 . 17 6

, 18, Cla , 24f . 
8 . 7. 26 - 29 ; 8 . 4 - llaA . 
Y. 6 . 16 - 28 
10 . 9 . 1 - ? 
11 . 9 . 13-21 . ~3h,24 . ~5b -30 , 33f. 
lU. 10 . l - ll,13b,14aB-l ~ . 
13 . 11 . 4 - 8 
14 . ? . l ?b ·, :;o•.:;3. 
15. 9 . ~~.~3a . ~5a , 35a . 
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The Priee ly accnant oen tione but ~ive : the r ivers' beoominF 
19 ~o DJ. ct 

blood, fr Of'B , boi ls, lice , and the s)eyinEZ if the fi r st 
~3 

b orn e~n ?f ever y EFYotian . 

Thus, v. e find that "'nly '"> De " t1Fue b r "lllfbt uron 'Rttyt>t is 

co14lm.:>n t:> all t h ree of the narr~ · ors : uar.i.-ly, · he urninF of 

the riv e r s i nto bl ood . One 1thPr , the elay in~ of t he ~ t rst -

b rn e :rn of every ~gyptian i.a r.ienti:rned b ;; both J and F , wl:ile 

the f iftb rlaE_:ue eu£gested in 2 , t.ut .1ever rru~nti :>H(• o exl'licitly , 

might conceivubly huve Ledn t h ie ?ue . Thi e hyp ot hesis is rive n 

c r ed ence by :ie fvct tbut in each inetOJ 1r.e in v1r. icb he actutil 

occurreuce i t> monti.:>ne d - -tht.t i s , in J ~ud !l-- it c'lciee &s l~e 

las t plague and be 1ne ~ hicb finally reEul s in Pb&r~oh'e let -

ting the pe~ple go . Each je foll ved L? he exodue o~ the re.:>rle 

from Egypt . Tl.a v1:: r aee in J v tich c onti nue tbu t Uttrrati,·e 

etate ( the \ orda 1eing t lloE: e of Phuraoh) : "RiP.e ·1p , fet ~-.,u 

forth fr~c am~n ~ my r~ople , l~th ye w 1d ~e Ct ildren i f !ere.el : 

and ~:> . serve •he !1rd , be :;e tave ~~ id. 'l'ake b ith y.,!.lr flocl:s 

and your herds, r.s :1e he."e B&id , c..nd be f one ; and l le P.s me also" 

ru .. 3la .D , b,32) . The P narru i'\'"e continues in eiru i bar ve1o after 

t~i e rltifUe: "~nd hP. Children of !Rrael ,lourneyed f r om .t<ume-Pee 

., Succ:l th, "t"'•lt r1 x hundr('d t~ ue:u.nd ":len .,n ··~o , l>f'eidee 

ch i ldren~ (l L. ~7) . Similarly, t~ e c'ln : i~u~t t on of~ . a~ter he 

acc::)lln t .,f t l ie fifth plUf:Ue is: ''i.r1d th e :·~@YPPiuna v ere urgent 

lu . 10 . 1 i... , l 3a , l 4b.:1 • :...o • 
1? . l U. ~l - :.. 3 , :...7 . 
16 . 11 . 1 - 3 
l ~ . 7 . 1 Y, :..0 a • , &. lb , '-L. 
;..(.. . b . 1 - 3 , ll ... 
:.1. b . };..- 15 . ..... . (J 8 - lL ~ . 
• 'l ...... . }; .. . 1 , 3-14 , l 7 • , Lo . r 111 ~rt) 



u p on t h e people to a eu d th e:n :>ut '.>f ti: e l au d in he.a t e , fo r tl:::ey 

said , 'we are ul l dead men"' ( 1 2 . 33 ) . 

The impl ictttion ">f tle re1Jb rk put in: o the mouths of the 

3iyptians wou l d aleo subat enti a te the bel i e f t h& t t his l&~t 

pl ague V' b.e tile came as t he l a st i n e ach o f t!le ot!ir' r t v o caeee . 

Tbe f e tt r that al 1 t :ie EgYJ)t i tills mi e ht l. e a est ined for death <.: 1- l d 

~nly be i nep ired by the fa ct th~t eome ~art of them hss a lread y 

met t hat f a t e. 

Thr ee p l aguee a r e repe~t ed b y tv o of the nur ;st ors , thos e o f 

ha i l and l ocuste by J and E : au d t hat of t~e !roge by J a nd f . 

T~e hail i e th e s e co nd ~larue t o be •ieited un~n ~~e Zgypticns 

accor d ing t o ! . but : h e eix th acc o r ding t~ J . ?~e E a cc . unt i s 

here , l:iS ah•ays , oo :-e eiml'lly s !l ed han tr.ut of J . Jah,·eb 

speaks to !.~oses o.nd h id e h i m "st r e t ch ~1rth t hy hand t ·nird l~eav

en t hat t herC' may be hail ur'.>n au :be land )f 1gyrt .•. " (9 . :.. :.. ) . 

In J , 1.!os e e is instructed to v.arn Phara.:>h f t t!e eveut be:or e 

he br ings it ub'.>ut l9 . 13fi) . In J . the Etor y re ou i r eE ul.,~t 
LS 

:~·. enty v er s es. d ue to ti:& t:ruu~er df'!:t.il ill v: ich it i c 1mrru.· ed . 

Thi t; P.urr. e diYerd y iu tle ·\·o uu t: unts is Juu t ae H')t iceable i n 

the ..:ec.:>nd r lu t2 Ue nil uti oHed l.i.1 t :>th ;') j hem ; m ... '.'.:. ely . he 1 ~ ·ue~s . 

Here . ~fuiJ . • :;• s is he tL.:>re f rt:trc.1entury ac : :m~n • 

t;4 . The eense ~f j u i:-tica indicti.ted ly he ~ !'ocedur e 
1ne ance is t" be r t>mnr ked thr "'Ufhr>ut cia ecc ~unt of 
and manifests itf'elf in tzetH.r ti l iu ~js oa eria l e . 
:.:5 . v . uot e 11. 
;;;o . v . u~tel5 . 

:if J i n Li s 
be rlufue e , 



- -1 0--

upon detail in the J acc1unt . It iE olso to be nott!d t~!a t the 

descriptinne c~ntuined tr.e:tein ere ueu•J lly more extrtt~a~antly 

phru?ed thun t hee of the ;<; '"riter . Thus, for exampl e , in t he 

f'l.1FUe of hai l, J f~lls ue: "Bebild tomon·ow ul "'lut thie tme 

J ~ill cause it t1 r ain a very priev,ue hnil, he ikP o: •ticb 

has uot occJ.rred in ::gypt from the day of its l>e ing f,•rnd ed un-

·11 the presen t . " (Y . 18) ~ . wh i le atuting thut t Le h.11 

s!ull smite every ?:eyptian, tllld all Le Leaets o: ttc field. 

omits the col or!'ul descri pt 1 on ju at Jlot ed in J . It 1 s &l eo in-

terestiu~ to uote tht:tt J mentions the fEict that l.eru \ 'b.B n o 
:..7 

hail in th~ 1"11 o~ J;rnhdn (Y . :..o ) v.!:£:re he Israeli ee lived. 

mi ra cle • 

..i.g~in , r:i tl. :-1.gard to tt-.o rl...1rue ;Jf loi.!uets , t he se d i!"fer -

encee are o lo JDted . Firct, ~ h ·!t c ncer .• ir:f b : \·urt!i ug to 

Fbarti.ob of v.l-.& is o ..: :Je -- :::iund ::-r.ly in J ~ u1.d eec,nd . r.e 

diff&rence 111 U.e t.11fU'lfle . 11itr. re i.rd .. o :rii:: rlnfue, ul 0 o , 

'sis the mO!'d de ti.iled acciunt. :: au es n•lite t:timrly that 

the · ocuets ' i 11 c..,me up upon ;:;p::r t uud c~m-·u::ie f:: '.'ery ~reen 

thing l eft by t he huil ( 1 0 . 12b , l4aA) . J , ·rn 1re "\t r. Pr hand, 

t:Saya: ''The~; ahR ll ..! ,·er -hf :uce ".lf • hr Par h 1 hht ,ne cann t 

see :-:e earth • .• und tr.e:: e!-:•111 ·ill !iy h:>W>P~. •J.110 · r.e }:"lu~· e~ 

( lv. 5f) . ..i.nd uFuin tr.e E Jtement occ <.re i :.at PO ~r•ut b r:i ie -

fo r u1e hiJ~ 11'>1 occurred in ~11 tl:e .iist:lr ;>' "'If :':gypt ( l v . u). 

G7 . Here i a w. :>, h· r i nrfi cut ion 01 tr.e d11 : 'ering trud i tbus v rich 
1 or:ried · to? l•uei s of the J tiltd E ~ ~:c:>uu~s . Only J kllO\' s t he t r a d 
ition that lHrael drelt in Gocbtnl •hlle in Eg~pt. J.11 of t~e 
verees 1n tbe Pentt..teuch c1111 ui1 ~n g t s i1,:-~:rwut i::iu are J'e . 
( Jn. 45 . !U: 4~ . ~4; 47. 4 ,6.~7a: ~x . ~ . ~L ; Y .L6 



-- 11 --

The J: l~gue of the :'ro~a @iv es us o.n orp:>rt :m i t y t:> c:>mi:t.re 

the me th ods of J on d P . Jf, hov eve r. we ig:nore t be fact t bE.t 

the unnamed f i .ftb pl.J.fue of 3 is oroLt:l ly t ha t of t t:e s l~ yi ne 

of the fi r et - b:>rn, then :mly J an d P euumerb.te this 0 11e ule:> , 

and it , too, mby be utilized f::>r ~r y:uri:;oe e . Here , too, \\ e 

find pointe :> f differ<n l.!e be t \.een !ie :c> &cc1unte . J &gaiJl 

utilizes th e fo r umu la of H.e v.ar n ine tqf:! ech t :> Phuruoh before 

the pla r-ue 1 s L r ough t to pass ( 7 . ~7), ·Li le .P does 1i:> t . Jn 

additi:>n , J's aco..,:int i s n1"re oetdhd tl.an tr.at of p . Vlith 

r e f a rd to the sl&yin~ ::> f t:!t- :iret-born son. r utilizes 1Le 

tradition as ti.e haeis f:>r the his " :>r~city of he Pesach feeti -

va l (li! . ::S - 14) , v.bi le J ignores hie r1e en11 1 r . A rnucb l a t -

er Jvri er , ' 'l'l•evPr, in l:.! . !!l - :..3 , .:..7b, d')eP r.tPntion t e c e r -

emooy of sJnyinp tee lumb and mt.~Y.in~ the door - noets of he 

Israelite h"mes ~ith its blood . !his l~ob iM &ven ~iven he 

name "FassJv er lti'Db" ( 1:.. . :...1 ) , but !.o :refereuce is r.!tade to a 

fest h·al of tL ... t 1iumt . ·or 1 t> t ce cero::ouy used b~; the Jrifi -

nal J writer ue :1e hit)tor i ct..l nu~on f:>r t. he l:t>Hfill@ o f such 

a :!eeti vul us it ie itl the Priu: tl;,r &cc 1unt. Furtl.ur , it ic 

~enerul l:; t..freed t r..!...: u1 l tr.use rCj!'t rences to l':e !=ueeo,·er us 
:-e 

u historic ul ~· ee i vul CO!.:t."IleC:.O!'tl ·ue:- tl.e LXOdus ure very ltite. 

Thes e fi ve plueues u~e 'Lf' "'lllJ on~· B of r.e eu iht:.t a re 

m,, nt !:med by :-Jore thun ')tle f:"t.rce . Of t!.e remoin.:.uf five, tv.o 

ure t ~ be found 01.ly in t r e ·r1.1di ti on re c: rded by J -- the rlt1fUeS 

of flies w1d murru in : tvo in tl ·it r e c ">rd ed by?-- ro"e ..,f b':lile 

:..a . !.!:> r ~en ~ ~rn: "':'\'o iincicnt lB?" J eli e .nfricu]••tr 1 Festi -
vals' . -~errint fr"m .J. Q. R. Vol . 1:1 , !1~. 1. l" · 3~ . note 4 . 
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and l ice; and one in ti:flt of ::--d &r la1ees over ~11 the lbnci . 

Of t he c'>llc l ueion e v•hich may be ort:. v.n f rom the f:> r t!@Oilltz 

analyeis of' t he platrue n.e.rrtiti'°es , the : irst coucer ne the 

lbn@tiagc used . J is verb:lEe, n•nre vivid in hi e deacrirt i\'>na , 

.:Dore detuiled iu his ~cc::>aut , and seer..i:lt!l:1. ru!'>r e rroue t.o ex -

ag@ortite . Ho l it;;tS tilree rlugue e evideu ly unknov.n t:> tte tr6d -

it ion v.hic h served t&B the c::iurce f::>r :.. vhile omittiuE: ·me . F.e 

menti::m a ;;::iE:heu as tht:i pluoe \ . . tre ~11 r.e Ierut::lit~s vho wer 

in ?:gypt l ived, \\hile ... evide11·1y iH w1av.ure of ~ucc li ·rudition . 

~·e acc.:mnt , ::in the ., he- r hbnd , ie C!'l!"e m')dftrbte , r.if' deE-·crip -

tiona le ae anl'ar ent verFt bte-nents, t1.ld hie narru iotl d:irl e . 

'.l'here is no :rt-uf.:ln to aes1ine, thf'r• :o~e. r.r. t . und ~ ht&d at 

hand the san1e tradition . C'bvi nel,:r , tr.ey lotb deecr il.Je t:e s~me 

eve11t : he rara.l lel '.)f tr f'ir f't"riee r.uf' lorw beeu :ll:. ,•i "ue . 

Tberf3 are eu~··1cie11t and frrnuent e1."lUfh dj~'fe rences , l~:>v. e \' e r , 

t ensl l e us o re uch the c incl UP i "D .hat tl:e 'roi:i 1 1 :>nF f the 

~od us iu t he ll :n· thern w1d ~ 1U t!: ern k iu~d :>me did v ury . t ht.. t J 

und;:: v.ere 800Uliillted Yitb tv.o di:f!erlllt truditiJl.8 O~Bcrit• 'n~ 

the ea~ eve11t . 

With regard t :> P, tC-. ertt is e~me evider1ce thut he r.lleT. tle 

J tradition . ?hie is lJorne :lUt by a coi.1J'ur ieo n ,i ti.e tv.~ ac -

counts of tl.e ~irs t r:lurue--t~t :>f tle ri\•1 r e' turninf ., 

hl:>::id. Hert! , r.is laa~a@e ie w moet ideutic&l ~it.a t~t of J . 

':'ile di fferences ti1 ... t do ~uHur are coui:::~o l .• · ":.Z.I! f~c t t~.u. i n 

thie in:; tance , f ac:uully enltrftJB upon the J r:.d i:i:u.! . \'it; 

• ti .... 

m:itt n~t l:>ee oi t•.t 'lf .. l iu..!t, :. ' • \'er, tlut fie ill t",Seeesioo 

:..~ . (,f . 7 . 17f (J) \'ith 7 . l~:'f (p). 
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::>fa t r adi t i on wh ich i nc ludes new PluEtuee- - th o&e of ooi la and 

lice- -to the plague P recorded by J and .:.: , which mi gbt v.ell )n-

1i cate that even i n t he ~xile, a diffe r ing t r ad1tion exieted . 

Y. 'e e or y also differs f r om the J and .r; a cc'lunts in ano':b '3r 

de tli)l . ¥o r hi~ . he rlagues are mirac les wh ich tbe m&piciane 

o:" Pharaoh al f'O at tempt to a ccnmr l ; sb . some ir.1es succe ed in~ 

and eometimes fo.i~ ing . 'l'h e Pebrew word U$ed by P is 0~1/11 or -"'"o. 

J and ~ . ">n t he :>ttr·r hand . uP e .:;-rJ <"N --a '' smitinf" of the Tord . 

The CJtJCe!lt inv1lv ed i s not 0•1 ite te Ol.::le . 'l'he J and:<; writ-

e rs c :rna jder the nlagues us a means of nunit:shmeut by y,hict Js.h -

veb ie a cc.,mpli sbing His r-urr oe e of fre t. in g t.he Isrue lites . 

F seems to ht. Ve E=>metl.int: diffe r ent in :.:rind. 'l'he 'Plr.:.~ue e are 

mo:-e than the me ans ::>f sett iug free Juhveh ' s people . -i-hoy are 

\\ Ond e rs and rair~cl es which at te~ t t o the pr~utuees i..nd powe r :> f 

Jahveb . l.'hi s ie o.n idea r. !1ich , ~ewe etu11 eee . 'l:ae giTen much 

rrominence b.: t~e later t;xilic &.nd rost- .:i;xilic wri " ere v hen they 

Cb.Ille to mention tbe r.xoude fr::>m Egypt . 

Oue m'r e diffe:-eaoe between tl:e acc ount ::i f F und ttnee o f 

J and Z is t le ). n ed; 11Ei.::iely , t l':e etti. ~ us 1: nar on itt ttis 

e veut fu l re r iod :>f Ierael ' e eo.rl:1 hi Atory . Acc or ding to P , Aar :m 

is seemingly e oU&. l in i mrort5nce t' !!oeee. Vie ehall see th~ t 
~nfT4j 

t ?l i e i s t he :mly one of the t hree acc :nmts that inc ude s e. ,dee -

crirtion of tt;e buri u l of ~o.r n .~ And ~e re , o~ . in the narra 

tion :>f e ach of the rlarues , Fuses l" e fnr mula: "An d thE> l ord 

said 11n to ?.!oses : 'Say un o Aaron '" (7 . l Y; fi . l. l:.. ; 12 . 17 ) . 

Bel ow J' . ~4 • 
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This preciee formula docs 1 :> t occur i n r-' s account of the rlagu e 

of b"lils . the otutement h&rt: being: "J• lld tbe !.ord e&id u.nto 

lloees and Aaron . " I n neithe r tbe J nor the A docurnants do we 

find ~ p6. r allel to t l. ie poeU.1 on YIU cb i e ecc.::>rdud ,.aron by p . 

r; mentions him i :>t ut all in tbe rlerue n& rr t l \'tJB . Iu J , he 

is accorded tiowevhut l;TE-titer -pro mi nence . litre , ve l illd tr.ut 

i'ha raoh freaurntly cal ls for both ll::>E-:ee blld Aar='u to uel: tl:at 

the plEqme of the :'!l:>meut ceace. t:xamrles of t r.i e rrocedure Eire 

t :> be found ill 8 . 4 'the J'l& rue Jf frops) and 6 . :..:1 ( the rlague 

:>f flies) . 3'\'en eo , h 0te '\'er , it 1£ onl~' 1.:oE'es ~ : " a c 'Hilly 

entreats Jah\"eh hut '..re rleuue n1uy dentrt (S . 8 b, :_s , ct ul) . 

The r ea2on ~or the P \:ri t er' 3 i11 erE £: in A&r:l 11 i P ::>\vi ous . 

Intereeted in the rnsth'>od, ::e v un s :.:: t:-c.ce t .. llt ir~ ; i uti:in 

it a T'Te"' i£'e nno 1111t h "lrity . And Fi nee tho inet itution had 

i e iLceT'T i"l ll 111 1>8TC'l n , ' !:. e f!"cu· e r r"llc t •. ~t i11di\·iou13 l t la:; d 

:>f tr.& c ontemrirnr ieo "l F . TI'.ue . i f he c:>t.ld t e at:1:11)11St.rt.ted 

ii.s t ituti ·m "If U. e pri~ et h.:>o d ,-,hnld iut!ret- t)e ac~.:>rdi 11fly . 

• . 
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Chapter III . 

The Pursuit. 

The popular c onception of that which happened at the Red 

Sea is that God saved the Israelites from the Agyptiana by sep

arating the waters so t hat the former might 'croes on dry lend, 

but causing them to flo~ back again , thus dro•ning the pursuin@ 

EgYftians. Strangely enough, however, but one of the three re

corded traditions tells such a t ale , thnt being P . Of the re 

maining two, J attributes the f a ilure of the Egyptians to over

take the Israeli tes to an entirely diffe r ent cause. And · he~ 

account is a fragmentary one. Accordin g to it , Moses raises 

his staff (14. 16&.A) --an action which we would expect to be fol 

lowed by some eucb a ct a s that c~ntained in J or P . But the 

descrirtion of what actually did f olloll that act baa evidently 

been l oet --or ·perhaps purposely omitted when J and E were com

bined . Scholars disagree c oncerning the r lacemPnt of tbe verses 

containing the etory of the pureo.i t . Jlone of t hem 1e able to 

separate three c onnect ed stories . Carpenter and Harford - Bat 

t er sby aesign veree 5 of chapter 14. to J, and verse 7 of that 
51 3 , 

chapter to E. Steuernagel assigns 14. 5- 7 to both J and E. 

Both of them, however, agree in their aeeigni n@ of the verses 

follo,ing , although the r esult is not all that mi @ht be de s ire6 . 

31. Carp enter and Harford-Bat ter sby: The Composjtion of the Hexa
teucb. p. 516. 
52. Steuerna€el: Einleitung in dae Alte Test ament. p.187f . 
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Using Steuernagel as a basis, there is provid ed an otberv.ise 

lacking introduction to the E narr~tive. althoueh a fi tt1ng con

clus ion is s till wanting. We proceed, then. on that bae ie. 

J's account is the more det ai led an d the more lucid one . 

After the introductory r emarks, he descri bes the people as com

plaining. Here, the exact words of the murmurings are quoted . 

(14. llf) In addition , J with hi s characteri Rtic diear proval 
33 

of a.ntbropomorpb1sme, makes uee ~f the pillar of cloud as 

that which came between the two c amps (14 . 19b . 20a) . Accord ing 

to 14. 23f Jahveb d iecomfita ( fr nm the root , "' 1> ) the Egypt

ians by making the wheel s of their chariot s s t ick in th e soft 

ground unt i l they a re pulled off, and the cha.riots dri ve heavily. 

Thus were the Egypt i~ne fri ghtened and i mpel led to f l ee . But 

the water s r eturned to t hei r uor mbl 0 t~te in the mor ning , flood -

in@ ba ck upon t he shore, a.nd the Egypti a ns were caught (14. 21 •.50) . 

Accord ing to Z , Phar aoh r egrets hi e hav ing allowed the ~bildren 

of Israel to go (14 . 5 ) . He prep&.rea bis chariots and pursues 

after them, Ju~t as J recounted. In t Lie narra tive, too , tbe. 

Israeli t ee cry out to J&hveb who tells tbam t hb t instead of t hus 

bemoaning their fate, l e t ~osee l i~ ~r hie rod over t be Eea and 

divide it ( 14. 16aB,16aA). Except fo r a t ers e et&t eruent t ha t 

tbe Angel of the Lor d removed from befo re to behind the Israel 

ites, and s tood betfi•een them and the boats of Phar aoh (14. 19a,20b}. 

E ende his etor y here , leaving much to the imag in~t ion of the 

r eader. 

33 . Bible 6 clas s notes . 



--16- -

P tells a far differ ent story. According to hie account , 

the waters were divided and st ood e a a wall on eitbe r side of 

tbe Israelites a a they cr ossed on foot upon The dry land (14. 21f) . 

Tbe Egyptian horde, ~ureuing , rode after tbem . Jabveb, then , 

commands Uoses to stretch fo1·th his rod a second time, thus caus

ing the waters to return. Be oa.r~iee out the divine command, 

and t he Egyptians are drowned t o the l ust m~n (14. 26,27aA, 26). 

Our inveetigation of the verses dealing v 1th the pursuit 

bring us t o a c onclusion s imi lar to tht...t arrived at aft t r a pe r

usal of those rel ating to tbe plagues . J is once more the most 

detai led account , even i ncludin@ the actual state;nf.nt of the Is 

rael ites when they complain abont :.:.e situati on in ... Lich tt:ey 

find themselves . Again E presents a fragmentary story, offer ing 

but the mer est au,gestion ~f the miracle contained in either J 

or P . And a@ein P adds to J , tbis time in even more striking 

fas :1 1on than vi!:en reclrdinE the etory of tbe pl agues . It v.::>uld 

seem, t herefore, that P is urone to aocept the more vivid and more 

miraculous trad ition re co~ded by J, even embe111Eting it , whi le 

rejectin@ tbe more eimr le t r adit : on of E. ~bis is but na tural . 

lfben the~ narrative T.as written, tee E.xodus htid t &l:en place 

some ei@ht centuries before. It is ~robable t bat P had no dis

tinct tradition of t he event a~ did J and E. ~nd since the ~ore 

colorful account was the more a pealing , und the more v&luebl e 

for his purpose of i mpres sing hi e rebders ~itb tbe gre&tuesa of 

Jahveb, i t is to be expected that he ~ould choose J's document in 

preference to thl.l t of E. 
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Chapter IV . 

The Narratives of the Wilderness Period 

After the Children of Israel bad crossed the Red ~ea, 

l eaving the Egyptians behind, they begin their t ortuous Journe1 

to tbe Fromised Land. By what r out e tbey travelled and what 

ha'l"pened to them on the way is the e ni ject ot the next narra

tives of t he Exodus. AFain, tbe three et rsnd a are noticeable . 

In considering this material, however, we find no such apparent 

paral lels as were s o easily di scernible thus far. There are a 

few s tories th at are r epeated by each-- the theophany at Sinai, 

the eeuci ing ~ut of the s pies--bu t for t he most part it will be 

necessary t o trace the itiner a ry, and the incidents attendan t 

upon it separately f or each of the three acoow1ts . 

A. According to J . 

The J document utilizes a n pillar of cl oud to l ead t he 

people by day a.nd a pillar of f ire to gi ve them li ~ht a t night 

(13 . 21 ) , ins tead of the nAngel of tbe Lord" of E ( 14. 19a). 

After leeving the Bed Sea, the Children of Ierael ma rch three 

daye ' journey into the wild er ness of Shur, arr i v i ne at Uorab 

(15 . 22f) . Moeea, at the command of Jahveh ce.ste a t r ee : nto 

the water which ~as too bitter fo r t he people t o drink, rendering 

it sweet a nd pa l atable (15. 25a) . The next cry of the people ie 
34 

fo r foo d, and the mann&b i s miraculouely given by God . Agaiu 

di s eat i ef action creeps into the camp over t he lack of •ater, 

34 . J's account of t he givin@ of the manntib is contained in 
&x . 16. 4•,13b-15a,19 , 20.2lb . 
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and again the people grow rebellious (17 . l bB, 2•) . Ja hveh com-

mands Moses to str ike t he rock with hie r od , and w~ter comes 
55 36 

forth (17 . 6) . The place is called 148.seah and Yeribah. Here, 

one of the oa r din&l beliefs of J is revealed -- the absolute 

trust in the ability and favor of Jtibveb , and the utter f olly 

of believing otherwise: "And he called the name of th e place 

Massah and Meribah ••• because they tempted the Lord, saying, 'le 

Jahveh among us or not "l' " ( 17 . 7). 

The next event, according to J, i s the theophany at Sinai, 

at v ~1 ich pl ace J&osee' fatbe r-in- law vi sits him {Num. 10. 29-32). 

The Journey begun once 8f81n , we ~ind a continULit ion of th e com-

plaints of the people, this time O'\'er the ms.nna of which they 

have tired (Num. 11 . 6). Jabveh promises not only meat, but 

enough meat to last a month and "unti l it come out of your nos

trils" (Num. 11. 20). Here, 8£ain , the pen of J makes his point 

tbet noth ing ie t oo wonderful for t he Lord to accomplish . When 

Moses ouei:tione t he poseibility of such a aunply being ~iv en, 

Jah~eh ansv.ere hi:n ter sely: "Is the Lord' a band 1i'axed eho rt? .. 

(Bum. 11. 25) . From t his place , the people journey to Hazeroth, 

and teen to the wilderness of Pe.ran (Num . 12. 16). 

From here, s pies are sent into the land of Canaan , goi ng 

into the south of th t land until they come to Hebron. They 
~ 

agree thEit tbe land flowe with mild and honey , but also etate 

that ther e are giants in the l and (Num . 15. 22) . Their report 

is more complete than we shall f ind tb~t of ~ t o be in that they 

35 . 1. e. "Trying" . 
36 . i. e. "St rife" . 
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describe the nations tha t inhabit tbe land. and approximstel1 

their place of residence (Num. 13 . 29} . The people are di.e

couraged at the report. and want to return to EgYJ)t (Num . 14 . 3) . 

Jahveh then decrees that the present gener ation ebal l die in 

the ~ildernees (Hum. 14 . 32) . The conclusion of t~e J account 

of the rildernese period ie be defeat ~f the Canaanites •·ho 

dwelt in the South, and the taking of thei r cities by the Is

raeli tee (Num . 21. 1-3) . 

B. Aoeordine to 3 . 

E tells tte foll owing story. After the people lea\ e tee 

Red Sea, they are attac ked by the Amal ekitee in Bephidim (Ex . 17 . 6} . 

A victory ie won when Aaron and Hur support Moses' outstretched 

arms (Ex. 17 . 10- 13 ) . From Rephidim, they Journey to Sinai where 

the well-known theopba ny takes plbce . Ylh.at happened the r e, ac

cording t o J, 3, and P shal l be dis cussed in anothe r chapter. 

While at the Uount, Moses receives a visit fr om hie father-in-

• law (Z:x. la,2a,3- 27). Both the J a.nd E documents of the &xo-
' 

due inc l ude , as we bhve seen, tbe ner r&t i ve of the fatber - in

law of !Josee, a .111.idianite , coming to visit 1..oeee in U:e l'· ilder-

nese . His name , according to J, is Jethro; E calls him Hobab . 

There oe.n be no doubt, ho\'.ever, of a eimil r tradit ion being in 

the possession of both r i tere . The vesti~e which remains in J 

serves no puq>ose . It is mentioned merely as an e~ent wl~ ich oc

curred during the wilderness wanderings . For E, on the other 

hand , it bas a definit e aim . According to t ha t ~riter, . P.ob6b 

s ha red in t~ e corrmunion meal •1th ~oees, Aaron , and the elders, 

and cJtowed ?Aoaee bow to orge.nize the adm1nistratiC'l!l of ju~ tice . 
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Aocor ding to Bewer, "this is ~ne of tee moat important traditions 

of E. and e spec iall y noteworthy in ths t it showed that Judicia l 

organizat ion in I srael went back ul timately to Jeth ro, t he Mid-
37 

ianite pr i est, and not to Moses ". 

Prom Sinai, with the a r k before them, the peopl e travel a 

three days' journey (Num . 10 . 33). kt Taber ah , the people rebel 

and Jahveb sends a f i r e which consumes some of them (Num . 11 .1-3) . 

I t ie ~ere that Uosee f ee l s the burden of leading the people too 

gr eat ~or him , and is tol d to ~ppJ int seventy elder s to help him 

rule (Num. 11. 14,16 ,17) . The next e\ent of interest , according 

to E, ie the rebellion ~f Aar on and JLJ.riam afainet the authority 

of Moses (Num . 12. 1-16 ) . There is n1 mention of a journey f r om 

Taber ah: neither is ther e any indic~tion that the rebel lion took 

place t~ere. Evidently , the next ~top ie ~edeeh , in t t e wilder

ness of Paran (llum. 13 . 26•), from ~bicb point the spies a r e sent 

irto Palestine (Num . 17bB) . Aft er tcei r return f r om the Vhl ley 

of Eshcol (Num 13 . 23ff) , they are all a~ reed that i t is truly a 

land flowing with mi lk and h~ney (Hum. 13 . 27 ) , but advise Moses 

not to enter because of the size of the inhabitants, of ~hom the 

SJ: iee report: ''We .,er e in our own s i ght ae grassho!'pers, and so 

were we in thei r si p. ht " (Num. 13 . 33) . Only Caleb advisee that 

an attempt be made to take immediate possesei on of the land. 

With regard to the c ontinuation of t he Z ~ccow1t in num . 14 , 

difficulty is encountered as to the allocation of the verses . Ac

cord it1g to Steuerntigel. it ie n.,t poesible to determine jus t what 
58 39 

does be long to J and what to R. Gr ay offers another opinion. 

57 . Bewer . Onus cit . p . 77f . 
38 , Steuern~gel. Opus cit . p . 167 . 
59 . Gray. ! . c. c. to liJ,\mber~ . p . 156 . 



--21--. 

While admitting that 14 . 1- 12 may "ell be a part of the original 

trad i t ion, be insists that parts of vv . 13-27 are undoubtedly 
40 

late . They demonstrate a marked similer i ty to Ezekiel , e.nd 
41 

to other late paeeagee in t h e Penta t euoh . He ie of the opin-

ion, t he refore, that the arpeul of Moses to Jahveh in which be 

s eeks to deter Him from His purpose by appeal i ng to Hie regard 

for Hie repu~~tion among the nati~ns for strength and for mercy. 

is much l ater t han the rest of the chapter, being a t leaet E.xilic . 

The original tradition, then , would be t his: Af ter the dis 

couraging news is br~ught be.ck by the spies, the people express 

the desire to elec~ captai ns and return to Egypt (Num . 14. 4 ) . 

Jahveh becomes provoked, and declares His int ention of runish

ing the people by permitting no one eav e Caleb and Joshua of the 

present generation to r es.oh the :Pror::ised Land (Uum. 14. 30) . 

The origiual decree to destroy the pe~ple ut t erl y , contained 

in v. 12, Moses' intercess ion and the relenting of Jahveh. oon-

t ained in vv. 13 -19 , a~e all l ater insertions. Moses then re-

ports to the people that their actions tiuve brouf ht upon them a 

for ty years ' YJendering in the wilder nese--unti l.t all of t hem 

shall have died--and the mourning is ~reat ( Num . 14 . 33 , 39) . 

By mor ning , however. the people eFidently de cide t.bt:t perc hance 

the1 oan avert the decree if they c~ange their cour se of action . 

They e.olmowledge, t her efore , their having si!Uled, and make re dy 

to fight. The battle i s wa~ed dee~ ite the warning of M~ses, and 

the Israelites are defeated (Num. 14 . 40-46 ) • 

••• 
40. Ez . 32 . 9- 14,21; 20 aye the verses ouoted by Gray . 
41, 3x. 32. 12; 34 . 6ff are the verses quoted by GTay . 
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Apparently whi le sti ll at Kadesh, three rnore events of im

portance t ake place. Firs t, Ui rian dies (Num . 20 . laB,b). Sec

ond, another rebellion is begun by t he people over the lack of 

water (Nu.m . 20 . 5). Moses strikes the rock llith his rod "and 

water came f orth abundantly" (Num . 20. lla,bA) . It is also f r om 

this poi n t that messengers are sent to the king of Ed om seeking 

permi ssion to pass t hrough th at land (Hum. 20 . 14 ,17 ) . The per

mis sion i e refused, and Israel turns away from Edom (Num . 20 . 21 ) . 

At th is point in the narra tive, an a ccount is inserted by a lat

er B writer (E3~f an attbck on the people by fiery serpents, 

sent , it would s eem , as d i vine ruui ehment for a continutition of 

endless complaints (Num. 21. 5ff} . The people a gain repent, and 

the bites of the ser pents are healed b y looking upon a fiery ser-

pent made by Moses at Jabveh'e command and s et up upon a Ijl e 1n 

th e midst of tte camp (Hum 21 . 8! }. 

Next, we find th e Chi ldren of Israel a t the brook of Arnon 

which separates Moab f r om tee land of the Amoritee (Num. 21 . 13b) . 

21. 16 tells of a stop at Be' er, where water mi raculously wells 

up f rom the gr ound . ~rom here mes sellflers are sent to Sihon. 

the k:.ng of the Amorites asking his per missi on to pe.es thr ough 

the l a nd (Num. 21 . 23! ) . Aga in per mi ss ion is refused, and a 

batt le is fought a t Ja haz in w~ ich Icr..A. ie v l ctorioue, tak ing 

poeses e ion of the enti re ooun~ry of tb6 AJDOri ~es (Num 21 . 23ff) . 

Now the account hu.rries to its c oncl ulii on . wit h but brief mention 

of rlaoee on the way to tithe val ley t be t is in t he f ield of Moab 

by the top of Pisgah which l ooketh down up~n the desert (Nu.m . 21 . 20) . 

42. Steuernagel. Opus cit. P• 188 . 
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C. According to P . 

After leaving Succotb, the Children of Israe l enoamp a t 

Ztbam, wbich i e on t h e edge of tr.e wilder ness (Ex . 15 . 20f). 

Fr om t ere with but brief menti on of events which occur r ed along 
43 

the way, with t he e·<oe'Ption of tbe giv : ng of t he manna, P 

br ings the people to Sinai (Ex . 19. l,2a) . The P author, ho~ ever , 

does utilize the manna stor y t o emphasize, onc e aga in, his be-

lief in t he i m:portance of th e Sabbath in the life of tLe people 

(Ex , 16. 23· 26,29f) . The people r emain at Sinai fo r twenty- thr ee 
44 

months before Journeying to Par an . lrom Paran, the spies &r e 

sent out, going as far ss Rehob in the entrance to Hamath (NU!!l . 

13 . 21) . The inter est of Pin genealog ies rnani f eete it self here 

i n the enumer ation of t be men sent f r om each t ribe. Only the 

repor t br ougb: back by Joebus and Caleb ie an optim1s· 1c one, 

and in this eco,unt , to o , the people rebel (N~ . 14 . 10) . Just 

as t hey are ab~ut to et 1ne t ee two , however , the flory of the 

Lord annear ed before all the pe ple . Jahveh speaks , telling 

the ce op le tha t they e!ltil l be pWli shed by ,.andering one yea r in 

the wilderness ! or each day that he epiee r.ere in the land-

for ty ~ ears in all (Num . 14 . 26 - 29, 34 f ) . P mukee no mention ~r 

Jahveh 'e desire to disinherit Hie neople and deetro1 them . 48 

~e have seen , the concept i nvolved is a late one , de t i ng from 

the time o! Ezekiel at its earl ies t. Whether it wa;iot ye t known 

to the P writer, ~ e oannot say . 

Num . 20 gi'fes the Frieetly a ccount :>f what hs.r rened at 

43 . Ex . 16 . l-5,9 -13a , 15b-18,~la, ~2 -26 , 29-32 , a5 . 
44. Ex . 19 . l ; Num . 10 . 11 . 
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Meribah. Because Mo2 ee and Aaron doubted th~t w&ter would flow 

from the rock, as God had said, they are not t o br i ng t he people 

into the l and of Canaan (llum . 20 . 10,llbB,12) . Aaron is the 

firs t to d ie, being buried on Mt. Hor . P is naturally more 

interested in ~aron t han eithe r J or E, hence P's account ie 

more lengthy. After the death of Aaron , P brings the Chi l dren 

of Israel to the borders of Moab in a few, deft strokes . 

D. The Signi ficance of the Three Accounts. 

The wide varianc e in tbe account s of J , B, &.nd P concerning 

the march of the Israelites from ~gypt to Cana.an would seem to 

bear out the theory of three distinct tr&ditions of the ea.me 

event . Each of the accounts mentions p rominently the rebellioas

ness of the people and the dif f iculty which Uosee bad with them . 

For the mos t part , h m ever , the parti culer incidents vary. blid 

even when they ~re the swne, there may be det.ected in tbem a dif

fe ring emphasis , depending upon the point '11th which ee<:b of the 

documents is c "lncerned . llow that the vnloernes e umderin~s of 

the peopl e have been described according t o ~he t raditions re

corded by each of the documents in jus t tha t sequence in wh ich 

the incidents occurred in th e Bible narrative, it r.•ill be v.ell 

t o correc t any erroneous i mpression th6 t euch a procedure may 

have Eiven . It is not t r ue t bn t the "vents e.ctusl ly took place 

in tb«t order . On the contrary, it is gene rally conceded by 

Biblical schol ars that the materials contained in Ex . 16·18--

thet ie , ths t moterisl which in•~l•es t ~e wanderings of the people 

from t he t ime they left Egypt u ntil they ranched Sina i, rc~~lJ 



belong 8fter the Sinai materials. and find their rightful place 

in Numb ers . In other words. the Isr~elites ,eut directly to 

Sinai f rom ~gypt . The truth of euch a contention ie borne out 

by the fact th at both J and E indicate that such ie the purpose 
45 

of the request to leave Egypt. At any rate . what befell the 

people is not so impor tant ae tbe interpretation made of the in

oidente by the •arious •ritere . ~ach eeeke the sanction of t rad 

ition f or the religious beliefs which he holds . Therefore , each 

endeavors to link up these beliefs with the very e~lieet re

lationship between the Israel ites and Jabveb. Hence, ~e f ind 

in these stories of the wanderings of the Chi ldren of Isr ael 

much which is of significance in a c'ueideration of the point s 

of view of their authors . 

Only one e t ory ie contained in all three aooounte-- tbat of 

the aendin@ out of the spies . According to J . the epiee proceed 

into the country ae far a e Hebron (Num . 13 . ~2) . b omi t s any 

epecific mention of the par ts of Pal estine wh ich the s ies vis

ited . But P r eco=ds that they journeyed the whole length of 

the land until th ey came to Hamatb (Num . 13 . 21) , which is later 
46 

s purt of the Syri an kingdom. Here "e f ind an excellellt ex-

ample of P'e inter~ st in the l a nd-- an interest not evidenced by 

either J or E . It is unders t andable, b "'ever, since the P doc -

ument was ritten during tb.e J:IXile, when the land was no l onger 

the ooe ~eee i Jn of Israel, while bo tb J and A wrote at a more ~p~~ -

itious moment in Israelitisb hi story . AllOtber interest of P ie 

46. In J , Ex . 3 . 19f; in .n., AX. 5 . 12. 
4o. Marg~lie and Ua rx . History of the JeTish People . p. 52 . 
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a list of the men • ho were s ent fr om each tribe . And this, he 

gives at length (Hum. 13 ; 4 -16 ) . All three of t he accounts use 

t b ie story of the fear of the ~eople to enter the land ~ s t he 

cause for their f urther wanderings in th e wildernes s . As we 

have already noted, P does not record t be t rad i t i on of Moses' 

interces sion with Jahveb to persuade Him tha t he relent f rom 

Hie purpose o! destroyi ng Israel. This account, as we ha ve eeen, 

is al s o mi ssing i n t he original J and E di cuments. 

The acc ount of the giving of t he manna occurs in both J 

and P . 1or J. it is merely anot he r menif esta t ion of the gr eat

ness and gvodnees of Jabveh. P, however, aiezea upon the t r ad

i t i on as a means of r em i nding t he ~eople of the i mportance of 

t he ins t itution of th e Sabbath day. Whereas, a ccording to J, 

the manna would r ot if le f t over till morning--apparently every 

m~rning, s ince no except ion i s mentioned (Ex . 1 1 . 20 ) --P states 

expl i c itly t ha t i t v ill not spoil if left over on t he Sab bath. 

~a a ma t ter of fac t , ~osea i nst ruc ts t he pelple to gat her enough 

of the manna on t be s ixth d ay to l~s t t hr 1ugh t he seventh. 

Tbe rema ining i nc id ent wher~ in c ompar ieons aen be mad e is 

thut of the br inging f orth of wat er f r om the rock , co nt a i ned, 1n 

P, in Num . 20 , and in J , i n Lx . 17. Tbe purpose to • h i ch the 

story i s put by each ~r iter i s inte~eet in~ . To J , the e~ent 

bespeaks t he fr~~ t power of Jab~eh , and the foll y of bel ie ~ing 

tha t this p :lwe r ful and me r cifu l God ~ :>1 : ld :forsake Hie peopl e. 

To P , it presents =e opportui1ity to exr l a in ~by Moees and 

Aaron , pa rticularly t he l a t t er , ~e re r. ot to b r i ng t he Cbi l dren 

of Israel i nt o t he ? r omised I.and . :hey bad di sobeyed Jah~eh-

al t hough Juet bow, r~~ins a :nys t ery--and the i r puni ehment woe 



announced. Immediately thereafter, Aar on dies, and .P takes 

pains to describe the hereditary statue of the priesthood . 

His gar ment s are to be s t ripped o f f and placed upon Eleasar, his 

son , who is to s ucceed him in the office {Bum. 20 . 22ff) . 

Other events which occur upon the journey, while involv in@ 

no par&llels among the accounts, do of~er an insigh t into the 

motives and id eals of the writers. according to A, fi ery ser

pents •er e sent among the people on t heir 'fl'ay f rom P:adesh be

caus e of their murmuringe against Jahveh, and Eis ser vant , Moses . 

1loeee interceded for them, and Y:ae ine t r ucted to Wbke a br azen 

serpent which would heal every one •'ho looked at it ( Num. 21. 

4aB,b-9). Thie, ac c ording to !ewer, is a case of healing by 

sympathetic magic . The story has greater s i gnificance , however, 

for E. With it, 6 "tried t o c ounteract the wor ehip of the braz

en ser~ent, an a ncient idol which had found i t s place in t he 

Temple at Jerusalem, by reinterpreting i t s meani ng. It was cuite 

old, he admitted . for it Ytent back t o ~loees . But he only made 

i t as a symbol . It was not divine, n or did it reprePent a god . 

Jahveb used it as a m~ane of healing t hose tbt.. t bad been bitten 

by serpents in the wilderness . The r e w&e therefore no reb• On 
47 

whatever t o pay h :>Inbge to it". Another i mportant tee ching of 

the E writer is the u eceeeity of abe ol ute abed ience t o Jabveh 

and Eis prophet. Again E uses the s t J ry of the v·ilderneee wand

erings to drive hnme t h5 e point . Dat ban und Abiram ana ~1 1 their 

fa~iliee are put to death because they rebel against Uosee 

(Num . l o) . When the pe opl e attack th& Amalekites and the Canaan-

47 . Bewer . Onus cit . p . 79 . 



--26--

itee ~~ainst ~oee e ' ~ is~ee, they are ~~rribly defeated 1num . 14 . 

4 -45' ) . Not only bo•eTer , doee Z r elieve in 6.D sbeolu~e ot e6 -

: be r ~l e of r r rhec~ in t te -i~e of be 

:n tbe l document a numle r o~ ft~ temente gl nrifyi~g r.roF~6cy . O~~ 

~f tteee ie tte diTine command t~ ~~eee t br ~ ng tte eeTenty 

!.:..1 :"0'lU.CEE i.!..E: 



--29-· 

Chapter v. 

!be Covenant at Mt. Sinai. 

The Biblical mater ia l des.ling with Israel a t the Mount, 

and tte ~iving of the l aw is amon@ the most int r icate s.nd dif

ficul t portions of the comb ined documents . Soholsre b&\e of

fered numer ous suggestions i n an attempt to cla rify the passages 

involved . The major ity of them are agreed t ha t both J tLild E 
48 

contain an original law c ode of Ten Words, whi ch parallel 
4 9 

each othe r c l osel y , while D's 1e a much l~ter tUld ~ore ad -

vanced gr oup of laws . The Decalogue in ~ . ~o . 1 -17 wh ich par a 

lells t hat of Deut . 5 . 6- 21 is held by Steuern&gel to be l at er 

tl::an that of Deuteronomy. lt was i nserted i n Exod us by P.p, 
60 

and dates f r om l on@ after t be ~ile. 

I t is not our tael: , b:Jt1ever, to make anot he r effort to 

straighten out these paeet:.t: es . 1 t is au -": icient f or our flUrpoae 

to discover whether or n~t 1 he e i Y i ng of ::e law at Sinai ser ved 

as the be~inning of the covenant rela t ionehip between Jah\eb 

and tte Isra€li•es . There ctm be l ittle doutt tb~ t ~hatever 

the bas is upon wb icb such a covenb.Dt wae e nt ered 1.uto , such a 

covenant oertoinly existed . Both J and E menti~n it explicitly . 

Onl1 P nee;lecte it fo r bat - -to him-- ie of great er iaii:ortance. 

In P, t:ie giving of the law a t Sinai eer vee to ~ iVe a traditional 

baeie for the one central sancttl.t1ry and ite minister ing servants 

46 . The J accouut ie contained in Ex . 34 . 10 - 27; E' s in 20 . 1- 17. 
49 . Kent . Beginnings of Hebrew History . pp . 166f . 

Carpenter and Hhrford - Batter eby . op . cit . p . 210 , n . b . 
50 . Steuarn~gel . op. oit . p . 259 . 
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the priests and Levites . For did not osee at the behest of 

God , command its construction at Sinlii (Ex . 36ff )? To return, 

however, to the covenant releti~n~hi~ entered into at Sill.Eli 

(Horeb ) , we !ind that both J and E c~neider the code of l~we 

~iven he re as the basis for the s olemn i nst itution of a covenant 

between Jabveh and Israel . In the J account, ve r eDd : "Behold, 

I [Jabv eh] make a covenant; bef or e a ll thy people I ' 1 11 do mar

vels such as hbve not been wroufbt 1n all tbe earth , nor i n any 

nat ion; and al l the people among whom t hou art eball see the 

work of the Lord tb~t I am a bout to do r itb thee , t b6 t it is 

tremendous" (Ex . 34 . 10) . Thie verse , a ccording to Dr. !JorEen

etern, is a part of an older document than either J or E. ko 

oording to him , in the or i @ ina.l f. document, .!.!oses requests Jab

veb to take Israel --~oses ' people-- t o Sim a s Bis own . 54 . 10 

" is 01,vi ousl y Jahveb ' s anewe.r to jw,· t eucb a request of t!oe es. 

Israel in no t yet Jabveh' s people , but 1~~~ 'thy people', 

Mos es' people, the people whom be bad br ought up f rom Z~ypt, 

juat as in 31. la . Now for t he ! ir et time , Jabveb rroposee, 

preeumably in ana~er to ~oeea request , to mw: e a covenant 1th 

Moses ' people, a c ov~iant by ~bicb they ~ il l now become Hie 

~eople and corne under Eis direct and conetant nrotec ion , and 
51 

enter into Bis worship" . In the E acc ount , f.'e find: "And 

Uosee took the blood a.n d epri nkled 1 t on the teople eud seid , 

'Beh:lld, the blood of the covenant' hicb the Lord hath made "' itb 

y~u 1n agreement with al l these ~orde'" (ex . ~4. 8) . Thie Terse , 

51 . Mor genster n . !be Oldest Document of the Be~ateucb . p . 21 . 



according to Dr . Uorgeru;tern, 18 a part of t be C document 

which has been incorporated into the ~ aooount . Just as J took 

possess i on of the older K oovenant and included it in hie own 
53 

account. so has b done likewise with the C materials . 1or 

bot h J and E, the fact that they accepted the older tradition 

of a covenant being formed betreen Jatveh and Israel at Sinai 

(Horeb ) seems to be sufficient indication that they a~reed with 

t~a t tradition, and also felt tbat the inception of Israel as 

Jahveb'a people was at the Mount . 

Here, then , is the basis for the covenant rel~ tionship be-

tween Jabveb and Israe l accord ing to bott of t he older documents . 

E, unlike J (Gn. 12. 1-3}, does not carry that r el etionship back 

to ~bram , but it ca1u1ot be d ouuted that he was deeply impreeeed 

by it. For J, t t ere mtiy be a 1me doub t tbst this we s t t e ori~inal 

covensnt . At lea&t , t here is a su ~eetion of a forme r 1ne with 

t he f irs t patriarob . In the extant ma eria la of E, however, the 

covenant r elationship at Horeb marks the very be~inning of such 
54 

a r el a tionacip. ~nd for both J and E. tee covenant at Sina i 

(Roreb ) msrked a moe t import ant mil eet one in · ne h ist ory of Is

rael . Israel now bec omes Jabveb 1 e neople . He is their God; they 

a re dedic bted to Eim, and to no other Goe . Row i~portant thie 

covenant rela1 1 on ehip became in subsequent Ierael iti ah history 

eball become mo e and mo re evid ent as ·~a ~ rit:ngs of l n er Bib -

licel wrSt ere a~e c onsidered . 

52 . Morgens tern. "Book of tbe Covenant". I. PP • 4ff . 
53 . Whfit is le f t ~f t te ar 1@inal K document with ref brd to the co~
en~nt ie found in Ex. 34. 14a,17-23 , 26f , with the de letion of cer
tain lGte glosses . ~he v~reee of C are: ~o . 23; 22 . 28f; 23 . 12, 
14 -lY, also ~itb the de leti on of la t e f losses necessary. 
54 . Carpenter and Harford-Battersby. op. cit . pp . 210ff . 



Chapter VI . 

Summary and Crnol ua i one Begerding J, E, and P. 

The t r iple - t radit ion ~f the ~odue t~e become an accerted 

fact . The f or efoin g r eeume of the muterial conta i ned i n t~e 

Exodus stor y demon etrates clearly the rresence of t~ree ee-pS -

r at e and di s tinct n a r rato r s : th e J or J a hvi a t , the E or ~lo

hiet, and t he P or Pri e stl y . !!ucb has been v.ritten Cl'>nc ernin@ 

the place , cl:e r uc ter . and date of theee ' r itinge . Sct~lars 

a.re - ore or l e ee agre ed that J wr ot e in th e Souther n Yingdom 

e~metime between 850 and 760 B. C. ~ . Bewer l im: t a the da e t o 
55 

ca . 8 50 . Carpenter s.ud Har for d offer th6 ltetby of the oen-
56 

St euer nbgel p l licee J ~s eorlier tblin ~~. blld in the t ur y . 
57 

nint h c6nt ury . E penn&d hie documeut in the Uortbern ~ing -
56 

do m e~metime :lur ing toe :iret .1~lf :>:!' ti. e eirtt b century . 

Steuern4~el plec~~ tb i e uccount ~t b t out t he tiru~ of JereLoom I I . 
59 

ca . 765 , t hus a@ree i.ug with tbs fenc r ul s t o:•ment of ~'e d~te . 

:P is ti :n:.ich l Jte r f ""u.rce , &riei ne a~·ter tr.e Exile w.d l~Euully 
oO 

being p laced ca . 500 B. C. 3 ., or bet'f.een tbl-t dt.te und the 

time of ~zra's journey to Ptiles ine. t· ~ich would br jng tbu t ac -
61 

count dov.n to t be r:1iddle 'Jf t. e f ift l:: c entury . 

55. Be~er . op . cit . p . 60 . 
56. Carpenter and Har for d -Bat tersby . op . oi t . P • 194. 
57 . Steuernaeel . op . cit . r • 226 . 
58. Carpenter and Ear ford - Batter sby . op. cit . p . 2~~ . 
59 . Steuernagel . ~p . cit . p . 223 . 
oO . Bev.er . op . cit . P • 259 . 
61 . Carpenter and Har ford - Battersby . op . cit . p . 299 . 

-
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Ou.r problem, then, ree olvee iteelf t o t h is: We ds e tee 

Z:xodu.s itself in the thirteenth century, J in the ninth , B in 

th e eighth, and P in the fifth. The hi story of the Exodus baa 

thus been recorded by writers who penned t heir documen t s four, 

fi~ e. and eight centuries after t he actual event . The question 

before ue i s tbia : ibat ei~ nif i cance do they attach to it i n 

their own da7? Wbat purpose had th ey in ment i oning it? 

In genoral, as we have seen , t t e t radit ion of the Ex odus 

f r om Egypt takes on a parall el f orm in e ach of tJe three a c

counts . after the "choice11 of Israel , and a aeries of pla8ues 

calculated to ga in tbe peroii sa ion ~f Pharaoh to al low th e people 

t~ l eave the country, the Children of Israe l wander in tte wi l d

ernes s for a number of years. Their c '>mplaint a and discontent 

are recorded ~like by J, E, a nd P . E!:ipbaeie ie plac~d by each 

u~on t ne laok o ~ lie ter in tLe 'ildernese , and Jah\"eh's pol.er end 

kindness as demonst rated by Hie eu~plying of t tie and other needs 

of the ne ople . Tbe story of tbe ep iee . and the resul t :>f I s 

rael ' s d issatisfacti on with their ? eport is c_esrly brought ut . 

And f:>r e c b , the cul!Dinati:>n f the Exodu s , the climax :>f the 

event, i a t he o ov ell8.ll t entered in to bet een Jabveb b.Ild I era el 

a t Sinai (Horeb ) . Thi a c O\"enbJlt 1e of the '.l.t moe t ei g.nificanoe. 

Based upon it is t l!e •ntire f 1tture r el ti oneh in of th e Ch i ldren 

of Israel to their God . 

Dif1erenoes between tbe uttitudes f the J t...Ud E ~riters 

are difficult to dietinguieb . The tto aoo o-:inte were wr i tten 

t oo cloee tog e t ... • r in point o!' t ill.a . bS a matter of fact , E:.. 

wbiob contains t be lar@er flS.rt of the E mat eria ls, was t.r itten 
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* 
contemporane ~uely wit h J2 accor di ng t o Steuerna gel . Minor 

diff er ences i n t heir hccount e h.E.. ve alr~ ady been not ed . ~or our 

present purp ose , they ehall be o 'naid ered tog ethe r as t he JE 

document . 

Perhaps the mos t s t riking us e l\1! ich JE made of the Exodus 

etor y was t heir basing of th e covenant r el~ti onehir between 

Jabveb tind Israel uuon t hat event. Al th ou gh P , ae wel l as JE . 

ind i cated t ha t Israel was chosen by Jahveb in Agypt. onl y th e 

latter account emphasized t t ie covenant at Sinai (B r eb ) . In

deed , the idea ~f th is co\enant n!ationehip dating from Si nai 

went ba ck into even earlie r t r adit ions of Isr a e l . 'lie ha ve eeen 

t ha t J inc orpor a t ed into hie mater i a l t he K mat e r i a l s which 

Dr • ..Aorgenetern bas sh own t o be t h e ol ci ee t d oc ument of the Hexa

teuch . E l ike\; ise ac•·epted the c ar enbllt a!bter ial s of C, and 

used them as hie 0~11 . Thus , for l oth J and ~ . t~E se earl i e r 

wr iter s bad expres sed the i d entica l r el i gi .:>ue concept in "'hi cb 

they , th timeel ves , bel i e v ed; name l y , t.h e f ac t t ac t Jahve h'e cov

enant with I s r ael d~ ed f r om Sinai (Hor eb) . 

JR also util i zes the s t or7 to i mpr ess ur~n t e '~ ... r le the 

i mportance of nro-oheoy . I n J , t.Li s i e ueu:.Uly a ccomrli Bh E' d l y 

an em ~ hasie ur on i dea l s Yhlich we f i nd crys t bl l ized i n pr or he tic 

v;r it i ns e -- t h ue . f or exa:nple . the c "lll ~tant r Ern i n d. er t i: a t Jahveb 

is a juet end a r1~hteoue God , u£ •en ted in J ' e :prese nta tion 

o:f he r l a gues . ~ . to o, emphas i zes t be imuor t .mce of r r o}1he cy 

in e ~en more dir ect l a n@uage . The div i ne commwid t o ~oses th&~ 

• Steuernagel . op. c it . p . 219 . 
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be bring t he seventy elder s wi t h him t o the tabernacle t hf:. t 
62 

God mi@ht nut th e spirit which i s upon ~oees a lso ur on them 

is one striking example. Allotte r is to t e found in t he rema rk 

moele by Moses upon being informed tbtt t :a:1dad &nd lLedab we::-e 
63 

prophesying in t he oamp. 

Again JE , and especially A, make use of t he Exodus narra

tive t o combat the custom of idol worship prevalent in their d ~y . 

The etor y of the golden c~f . the anger of oeea at a~ch an act, 

and bis forthrig ht nunishmmt of the reople, iudi c6.te tte &tti

tud e toward such a practice (Ex . 32 . 17- 20) . Moreover , by the 

recording of that incident , E added to bis own o ~poe it i on the 

support of a simila r 0 1 pos ition on the part of JJoeee at the v ery 

beg inning of Israel's history. E likewise t ried to cow1ter hc t 

th6 ~orship of the br azen serpent in e1m1la r f&e~i?n, sa •e ha ve 
o4 

seen. 

In c ommon with P, the JE account emphasizes the greatness 

and e odness of Jahveh. All of the wr iters co nstantly refer 

to this point . ~ery rebellion of t be people in t l.e V'ildernees, 

fol l o'ffed by a mirac ulous eal-ration :m tbe ,;art of JabTeh, lH~rs 

out t be fact t hb t Israel's ~od ie a graat a nd ~:nver ful one: the 

deliverance at the ~ea of Beede, the €1-r ing of the manna, the 

bri!l@i n@ fort b of v~ter f rom tbe rock are \Jut a few exaa:rles of 

this fuct . There ie, however, one di fferenoe between JE o.nd P 

which :s cl early br ought out in th e phi gue mE.te r i&; ls . For JE , 

the nlagues were pun i shment s brJJ.E.ht by Jahveh uron Egy-rt. For 

: , they v ere miracles . In ei t hE r case. 1 t ey at t e 1- t tee f r ea' -

62 . 
63 . 
64 . 

supra . 
eu~ra. 

supra . 

P • ge . 
p • BS , 
P • 27 . 
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ness of Jabveb, but the latter is surel y a more adv~nc ed ethical 

concept than th e for me r . 

I n the remaining purposes .,bich P had in re cording the ~

odus story, we find little in common v.·i th JE. P doee not make 

nearly so much :if the covenant r elationecir entered into at 

Sinai (Horeb ) . For i1im, the giving of he law e ervee to give a 

traditional baei s :or t~ e oentral eanctary and its ~inietering 

servants . Tc ie is one of the primar y aims of P , and th e woet 

importan t use which be m~kee of the uarrative . For him , the Ex

odus presents the opportunity to lind e~nct1.,n for he prieet 

b -od w ich be takes @re a t p ains to trbce beet to Aar on . ~nd 

Aaron plays no insigni ficant r ole in tee story , according to P . 

In line with F ' s int1=1rest in the prieetb:>od , ~re tv.o edditi:>nal 

inte~eets " hich he ~es it e EJtodue story to 1 urther . 'the one ie 

that in the institutions such ~s the ~abbath l\bich be loFes no 

" ' portu11i ty to em}-huei ze . •e !ltt.ve u1ted Euch ti 'C urpo£e in P's 
65 

account of t he giviQ€ of tile maona, :or cXt1<..ple . Th6 other 

is bis interest in the land , ae indicated by hie story of the 
00 

sp ies. It ie ul ao interesti~ to not. a thttt tl':is interest of 

P in tbe priesthood , t he sanctuary, the ritu.&l, and the iuetitu-

tione £uper cedes any intareet in ~ropoecy euch a.e ~e 1~und in 

the JE account . 

65 . supra. 
66 . sui;ra . 

P • 23. 
P • ~5 . 
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Chapter vu . 

The S i gnif icance ot th e :!xodue in Pre-Eltilio Ti mes . 

Not onl y did the E..~odue assume t r emendous e if?lif i cance in 

t he min ds of thoee ictritere ..,ho depicted the actua l event, 8 8 

we have seen in "ur examinlition of the traditions of thb t event , 

but i t become i mportant, 88 wel l, to other th&.n thoee wh o r e -

corded the hi story of Israel . And t l i e is true for all per i ods 

of Is r a el itieh hist ory s ubeequent to the &xodus iteelf, ~hether 

p!' e - Exilic , ~ilic, or pos t - :3.xilic . \ii th ref?~d to t hose T'ho 

vorote befo:re the Exile, "'e shall find tha t they t.ere lar gel y con

cerned with the importanoe of t he co~encnt rtil. tionehip , the time 

f ro:n v.hicb such a relat i onsh ip date~ .and ltindred si. bjecte. 

The ear l i es t of the pr oph&t e \'ho believed t h~t the covemnt 

betveen Israel a.nd Jahveh ~as Eealed a t ce :ime nf the Exodus 

was AID02 . His p:::- :)pl:ecy oa.n be dated t' i tb oerta inty--hev ing been 
67 

deliver ed bet~een the years 78 5- 750 B. C. z . Since bot b the 

Jund E vriter s due : rm a r roximstely the same re r :od , it is 

not strange t~ find i n Amos the same interes t i n t he covenent 

rela tionsb ip w~ 1ch has been n:>ted '1th re(Zard to them . While 

tbe laneua~e of A!D OS 18 more roe tio . and t he oovenant is not 

e~~l i c itlr stated a8 "b 'rit h", the iu· ent of t is words is n~ne 

the lees unmistakeable when he Bt\Y B: "Hear this 'ord \'1n i c h 

the Lord b~ tb s1okene@tlinet you, 0 Cbild r~n :>f Isrdel . Bgliine t 

t he \I.hole 1amily wi.ioh I br-ugh t u~ "Ut of :he land of 3gypt , 

o? . Harper . I. C. C. to Amoa and Hosea . P• oii . 
Butt en"eieer . Cl ass not es . 
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sayi ng: You, only, have I knovm of all the families o~ tue 

earth • •• " ( 3 . lf) . 

Hosea , wboee period of p.ropheoy wus eomewcat later than 
68 

that of A.mos (ca. 746-7 22 B. C. 3 . ) , is clearer upon the mat -

ter. He, too , bel ieved that the coventJ..nt rel.Gtionshi~ bet~een 

Israel and Jah veh bad its lnce-otion at the time ,f the Exc dus . 

In the fem1us passage in which he beseeches the people to re 

turn to Jahveb fr om •bom they have etr&yea , he stutes in more 

direct lanflle~e tuwi Amoe: "When I srael ~as a ot ild . then l 

loved him , and ::mt of Egypt I called Uy eon'' (11 . 1). Theim-

ro rt of the rords ie clear. For Roeea , too , ~be Exodus f r om 

~gypt and t h e beginning of the coveua.nt relationehip are synony

mous . The fact thbt he believed, in addition, t hr. t the ~odus 

marked the beg iru1i11g of Israel' e his tory is a point •1hi ch will 

be d iecu.esed later in t :ii e cbbpter . 

The cryetallization of the idea of the CO\'ena.ut between 

Jabveb and Israel dating f r om the ~odus i s f ound in Jeremiah, 

whose period of prophecy extended over a 1 Jug epan :if :·eere. 

Vie shell find that hie post - ?.:xile uttere.noes deal v:itb the Ne11 
69 

Covenant wt lcb ie t o take the place of tte old . In his earlier 

pr~p~ecies, bowe~er , ~e 1ind cle&r - cut references t~ that eer lier 

oovenWlt w. ich Amoe and Hosea also linked .-it b the Axodus perio6 . 

His f irs t mention of the ~odua ae sipii fi cant for tl:e a~vens.nt 

relat l~nPhip is to be f ound in one of Jeremiah's eerlieet ~ro~h~ 

ec i ee. Jahveh is r~presented ae eayin@: 

66 . Har per. op. cit . rP · oxli, 2oi . 
69. See below, p . 55 f. 
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~r r eme mber t h e t r oth of thy youth . 
The l ove of thy eepoueals in go1 n@ after Me 
In the wild erne s s. a l and unso1'1l'' (2. 2) . 

70 
Driver plaoee this pa r ti cu l a r pro~beoy oa . 626 - 6 20 B. c. E. 

and Smi th al eo oharucteri zee i t as ~n e of the prophet's ea.rlieet 
71 

oracl es . The t rue s i gn i f icanc e of the r orde for our ~ urpoee 

is even more B!"pa rent 1n th e Hebrew. Tbe nebre1t &nglieh equi

va l ent of the Hebrew "~•eed " ie p r o babl y "tr ot h " . ~mith ac

curatel y defines the Hebr ew ' otd a s "more then an a.i:fection ; i t 
72 

is loyal ty t o a r ela tion n . And this ie precisely th e i ruror t 

of the pro!"hetio words. They r ~fer t o a r elati on bttt.een Jabveb 

aud Israel wLicb bas exieted eince the i.xodue reriod . 

At appr ox imat ely tr. e sane pe riod of Jer emibh ' e l i fe - - per -
75 

haps immediately after t he promulgation of j)eutero11t'my , oa . 

621--tbe p r ophet agbiD ir.akes mention o~ tl:ie co•er.t.....'lt ' r.icb was 

made "in the days ttat I brou~i:t them out of Egypt '' {11. 3 - 5) . 

AB ti..e period of the A~ile a pTiroaab ed, the concept becam e more 

cl early defined in the pr ophet 's mind . After tLe "dieoovery" of 

Deuter~nomy , but etortly before the ~xile , re find two more 

stuternente by Jeremiah W:.ich i.ndjcate hiB nttit~de t:ward :t?e 

i:tport:..nce of tee covenaut entered into •hen le!"ael .ws.s broU£ht 
74 

~ut of Egypt. The firet of these "'as writ ten cs . 608- 605 ; 

the eecond in t he :1ebr B i mn edi& tely r receeding the !till of Jeru-
76 

eulem . In the firet , ti:e r-i·ophet objects to t ee ::alee c,tion 

t oat Jabveh ie co ncerned with s acri fices . He i!lf i l te t!:.tit when 

70 . 
71 . 
72. 
n . 
74 . 
?6 . 

Driver . The Book of the fro~bct 
Smith, G. A. Je remiah . p . o. 
I b id . P • 104. 
Ibid . p . 144. 
Driver . op . cit . P • oO . 
Ibid . p . 209. 

Jeremiah . p . 5 . 
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Israel .,,·as brought out of Egypt, the co\ en an t y;ae eetabliehed , 

and wa s phrased in t he words: "Hearken unto Uy v ice and I 

shal l be your G~ and Ye 1"111 be My people ••• 11 ( 7. 21 - 23). 

The second u t terance , w> 1ch Skinne r characteri zes as "a clear and 
76 

importan t r efer ence t o the Moe a io Covenant" , ie even more f orce-

ful. In i t , Jabveb s~e: I made a coveru nt with your fathe rs 

in tbe day when I bro~ht them far th ')U t of the hmd of Egypt , 

out of tb e H\luee of j;ondage" (34 . 13 - 16 ) . 

The idea of the ~xodus a s the historical setting for the 

covenant r el ati om:hip between Je.hveh and Israel YJ~s u o t confined 

to the rrorhets , h~mever . There are similar ut t erauces to be 

found in the historical books of Joshua, Judges, ~amuel, and 

Kines • Only two of them, h1v. ever, ~o J.d seem to have 8Il early 

origin . One of these is t~t contained in Judges 6 . B- 10 . 

The people c r y out to Jabveb because of ~idian . They are reminded 

that Jahveb br Jugbt them .Jat of Egypt , delivered them ~rom the 

::O:gYJ!tiane , &nd told them in the wilderueee: "I am Jabveb your 

G:>d" . Burney places the ee verses before t te t:romulgction of 

Deuteronomy , and etatee tr~t 't hey exercieed a well -marked i n -
77 

f1 uence upon D" • The covenant relaU om~h ip, then , ••e.e r ecog-

niz ed a s existing fr'm the time of the li.xodue by writers pre

oeeding the auth ore of he Book ~f ueuteronomy . Such a relation 

ship is mentioned by AltlO S, lio£ea , and Jer emiah. in bie pre - Deut 

eronom1c utt er ances, as well as by J and K wto recorde d the event . 

and now, by C?lot he r .& writ er V>hose peri od of activity also pre -

76 . Skinner . 
77 . Burney . 

Prophecy and Religi?n~ 
Judgee. pp. xlv, 186. 

P • 3.C:3 . 
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78 
ceeded the promulg~tion of Deuteronomy . 

Closely oonneoted witb\thie idea of the covenant rel at ion

ship dating from t h e &!odue period is another idea which seems 

to b e a l moe t wholly confined to Hoeea. For hi 'll , no t only did 

the Exodus mark the incer t ion of Jabveb ' s covenant with Israe l , 

but the very be€innings of I srael ' s h i s tory as a peoFle dtit e 

from that period. Hosea makes fr equent mention of tbe f6 r i o<i of 
79 

the Exodus as the "ch ildhood'' or "y~uth" of Israel. It be-

come s increasingly clear tbs.t fo r him that e reat event l!lbrke the 

beginning of Israel's ni story. Thus ~e f ind the st~tement in 

11 . 1: "Vlhen I srael was a c h ild then I l oved him , and out of 

~g~~t I brough t my <>on " . And S!?ain : "And ehe {)erael] eh.ell 

respond t bere, ae i n the days of her youth, as in the deye when 

she c5me up out of t t e l ru1d of ~EYPt" (2. 17 ) . Jer emiah and 

3zekiel are t he only othe r biblical writers to sh&re a simil&r 

po int , f view. For them, t o o , tee wildemees i s the beEinni ng 

of the history of I srae l. Jeremiah writes. in epeakine of t he 

wilderneee covenant with Jsb"eh: "I remember tor tbee the t r oth 

of thy yuutb" (2 . 2) . Ezekiel exprest=6B a eiruila r iciea in the 

\Hlras: "Bec~use t hJu bast not remembered the d~ye of tl:y y :>Uth 

II ( 16 • 43 • ) 

It is int erest ing to n:1t. e . Yrith r egard to r; oth hosee and 

78 . In I Swnuel 2 . 27f we find the etory of a " man o f God" v1ho 
speaks to Ali of the co~enant relat ionship ~1th Jabveh which dates 
frJm t~ i s same earl y period' "Thus saith Jabveh : Did I not re
veal ilyeelf unto the houe e of t hy fa t here v1hen the~r were in Egyrt 
in bondage to Phar aoh's bouee? ... nd did I !l"lt choos e him out of 
all t he t ribes of Israel tn be my p r iest and to ~o up unto M.y 
alta r, to bur n inc ense , and t o v.ear an Erhod before Me? " The tlrin
ciple i n\"ol ved here ie i d entical v1itb tbE:. t of vh ich t •e ht. '\·e been 
dealing. bu t t he covenant extends ~nly to the house of Eli . 
7Y . Hoeea 2 . 17; 9 . l OaA ; 11. l ; 12 . 10 ; 13. 4 . 
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Jeremi ah . tha t for th em the -r;i ldeme ee r elifi on " &e t he pure 

re l i d on . Th ey con t inua.lly urge the peopl e to r eturn t o t he 

puri t y of worship whiob ws.s t be ire dur inf th e TI l d e r neee •'an

derinps . Obvi ously. what t hey ~ ieb t o convey is the tco~bt 

that the worebip was n1t yet contam~ nst ed by the c orrupt in~ 

infl uences of the Canaanit e £e.alim. Yet it 1e diff icul t to 

ima@ine how t hey c1uld have overlooked te e Pen tateuobsl t r a d 

ition of tte wi ld er nees pe r i od, ~itb its constant r eference 

to the r ebellion of the pert of the people. Eep6cially contra

dictory to their v i ewpoin t is th e etor y of the gol d en ca l f in 

Ex . 32 . It i e pos~le t hbt Hos es wr ote before t he Pentateuchal 

t r aditions had beoome c l early defined . a ud tbbt he was familiar 

1r~y Wi t h a skeleton of the s tory --tbe cieli,·erance, th e reve

lsti on at Sinai. the conqueet of Cauaan . Bu t Jeremiah •:rot e 

c'ntemporane ouely •1th the promulgation of the .Deuteronomic 

material. Al though i t is t r ue that the paeea~ e i n J eremiah ~ . 2 

ic rcc.,gn i %ed ee one of tie e~rlier -prophecies, nev, rtheleee 

be mu et have been , in the \'.'or de of Skinner. "either ie,norbnt of 

~r indifferen t to the l i t er ary history •tich ~ae coneolidoti~ 
80 

the bietory of the Moeaio Sf!e 11
• 

Although Jeremiah and Hoeea al one gi> e any indication that 

Ierael'e h i etory bee1ns in EgY}'t , a numer of other vriters are 

v.ont to ~ul-'.e 'tee of t hst period as the :neane f da ting e'\"ents . 

Thue , \ :..e11 t be c "'ncub ine was d h· ided i nt n twelve perte , &r1d 

eent out among the r ibee , the y;•rit er is moved t rear rk tt-a 

such a thing had not b.&rpened 11 since the Cl:Hdren of I s rael 

60 . Skinner . o~ . c i t . p. 65. 
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came up out of the l and of Egypt" ( J ud . 19 . 3 0 ) . The t r a d i 

tions of Gen esis are evid cut l y for got ten , or ooneidered not a 

p&r t of t he hist ory of I srael a s a people . Si mi lar statements 

are made at the t ime t hat the Templ e is bei ng bu j l t . Jah>eh 

exclaims : "~or I b.bve not dwe l t in a houee s i nce the day t bet 

I brought up th e Children of lerael out of ~g;rpt " (II Sam . 7. 6) . 

It i e a l so t r ue t hb. t there was no Templ e in the time of Abr6.hli!Jl . 

For tte wr iter , ho,:e1Ver, ""'SYPt ma r ked tt:.e beginning of t he 

people ' s history. Further indi c a tione of t hi s belief e r e to be 

f ound in I Kinfs 8 . 16 and I I Kinss 41 . 16 . 

Anothe r purpose to t h ioh the .i£xodue s t ory is put bJ pre 

&xil i o v.ri te r e i s t o empha s ize the intt ra ti t ude of the Children 

of Israel in face of t he fa>or 2t ,, n them by Jahveh at the time 

of and eubEeo·>ent to the de~ il·er snce from !l;gyrt. J..gain, 'e turn 

to the , .or k e o:f the proi:;bet s !"iret . A.Illoe , F.oeea , a n d Je:remiab 

al l refe r t' t he bY.odus narrative t~ c ont r ae t the upoatasy of 

tbe people with Jahveh'e kindness. ~~oe enumer a ee al l ttat 

God h~e ~ine ~~r I srael in the pa et, cli.naxing bis appeal ' 1th 

the men~ion ~f the de li•eranoe frJm ~gypt . to emphasize the 

fact that this makes the people's aotiJns even ' •'Or ee , f or t hey 

cave repaid t his kindne s s Jn t be part ~f Je.hveh with 1Df rat 1 tude 

- - oorruptneae u.nd the muludmi n istratiou of justice ( ~ . 6ff ) . 

In si mil~r vein, Hosea contra sts the lock of loyal t y on the p~rt 

of t ..e J'£:. ople v. ith t he f 1;1ot tht::. t a cove1lbnt •:as eu tero;.d into 

'd th Jahveb by the act of His deli •: ering Israel f rom Egypt ( l~ . 

10 ; 13 . 4f ) . JereJniWi , too, :fo llo\\S the technique of lJnoe and 

!faeea. He rebukee · be p li::Ople : or foq~ctt1n the Lord v.h:> de liver ed 

t hem :·r :>m .ri;gypt 8lld l ed them thr OUE;h t he \"'ilderne e s , and for 
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tt- a l king dft6r t hings of noughttt ( 2 . 4ff ) . 

There are a number of e imi l a r re fe renoee t o t he Exodus in 

other Biblical books , hu t it i a di : f i cult t o determine wit h any 

degr ee of oertain t y their pre-~i l ic aut aor ehip . For example, 

~hen Isr a el r equee t e a t ing to r ule over t hem , ~amuel renroa ches 

the pe ople for r eject ing Jahveb T ho br ought Israel out of EgY)'lt 
81 

(! Sam. 10 . l Sf) . Budde holde tba. t t heee verses belong to E. 

wh i c h would T'laoe th em a t t.:q:pr oxi.mtel y the ea.me t i me as t he pr o

phe cy of ~mos. Sm i t h , however. believes that v . 18, ~· icb c on-
82 

tt.. ins ti:e r efer er1ce t o Egypt, ie an i nsert i on . Burney agrees 

wi t h Budde wi t h regard t o the age of t~ e vereee i n question , 

at tr ibuting them t o E' . Be s a y s : "It is char ac te r i - t ic of E~ 

t o bue e admonition and rebuke upon a r e t r ospect of God ' s me rci e s 

a s vouc hsafed to Israe l in t heir ~st hi stor y . Cf . J os h . ~ . 2ff, 

Jud. 10 . llf., I Sam. 2 . ~7f, 10 . 17ff , i i . ?ff . h i s me:- ta od ie 

fur t he r devel oped i n Deut e!" Jn:>my , pr abably 0'1ing t.J tte in:"'lu
.., 85 

ence of the school of th :iu t:b t re~reeent ed by E ... " . ;..i.other s:ich 

refer ence i s contai ned in J ud . 10 . 11 . Toie ia adjudr.ed by bot h 
84 8 5 

Burney an d Uoore t o bel ons t o the E c~urce . Tr.e f ormer 

wr1 te r b ol ds t ha t the men t ion -if •hr ee of the '1 eeven n.etione" ie 

a l u ter ineo~tion but that Ag1rt et.Jod in t i e or i~inal text . 

I t ' 'ould eeom, then , that !he evidenc e for conEider ing I. Sam . 

10 . 18t and Jud . 10 . llf p oet - &xil i o le iue ·u:f i c i ent. \ e include , 

them , tterefo ~e. among thos e pre -~xilio r.hessges , : ich ~ffe r a 

contr ast b et~een tbe lack of loyalty on the l'B rt of the ~resent 

81. Smi t h, H. P . I. c. c. t o Samuel. p . 72 . ....uoting budde . 
82 . Ibid . pp . 73 , xxii , xvii i. 
83 . Burney . op . cit . p . 186 . 
84. Ibid. pn . ~95f . 
85 . ~oore . Judges. p . ~78 . 
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generation of Israelites with the kindness wbioh Jahveh dem

onst rated in b r inging the1r fa.there :mt of Agypt . 

Y/e not e a growing interest in the Axodue s tory. The p!'e

Exilic prophet e--~oe . Hosea, Jeremiah--are agre ed that the cov

enant relati~nship between Jabveh and Israel db tee f r om that 

event , acce~ting the emph~sie placed upon thu t fact by the 

earliest his t or ians , J and E, Tmo, in turn, apparently accepted 

such a belief f r om K and c. In the historical books , an E2 

writer oone t antly refers to Jahveh 's ac t of the redemtpion from 

EgY!'t• The Exodus f urthe r is utilized as a means of dating i m

portant events . We Bhtill see t ilis i 11ter o:- 1::; t intensi fied greutly 

~hen we come to c onsider the uxilio and noet -Ex ilic materials . 

Then the psychological need f or such an example presented itself . 

And the Exodus etory proved to be an almost perfect event for 

the purpose t o ~h ich it was put. 



- -46 - -

Chapter VII I. 

The Significance of the Kxodue in ~lie and Pos t -E:xilic Timee . 

A. I n The Prophe t~ . 

Just a s we have s een with regard t o the pre- axi lio wr iters, 

so al s o wa s the ~x odus u s ed i n telling fash ion by msny of the 

later wri t e rs to insp ir e I srael t1i th opti mism and h'"'pe . I n the 

face of the pol i tical d anger and he loss ~f their homeland . the 

~odus ser ved as t he eour ce of unto l d co~fort to the neorle . 

The great del i ver ance from the t :.-skma eter s of Egypt v.•a e oon-

stantl y reca lled a s a means of encouraging the peo~le to cope 

and prepare for another such del i''erance . Thue , we read in 

Micah 6 . 4f : "For I brought t hee up out of the l a nd of i~ypt , 

and r edeemed t bee out of the House of Bondage , and I s ent befor e 

the e Moses, Aaron, and Mi r iam ••• t bat ye may ¥.now t h e ri ~hteoue 

acts of t he Lord" . Or again i n 7 . 14 f: ''Tend Thy peopl e with 

Thy staff, the f l ock of Thy heritage , t ha t dwel l solitarily, a e 

a fo r est in the mi dst of the f r uitful f i eld; let them fe ed in 

Bash&.n and Gilead , GS in the days of old ; ae i n the d ays of thy 

c oming for th out of the land f Agypt t.•111 I eh ow unto hi:n mar -

vel ~us thi ngs " . Sobol a r e are a greed t bat both t hese pas St.- £ es 
86 

are post-E-xilic , the f ormer to be placed a "'proximately in t he 

y ears il!ll'!lec iately preceeding E£ra and Nehemiah: t he l atter after 

t he return t_, the l and, l 'ben the poop le long for t he security " I 
8 7 

f or mer days . Discouragement hhS fi lled the hea~ts ~f the peop le; 

86 . Smith , J. :.! . P. end ot he r s. I . C. C. to Micah, etc . p . 12ff. 
8 7 . Ib id . PP • 16 . 152 . 
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they begin to beo :ime reetless and to murmur at their lot--sucb is 

the impl~cation of the words of 6. 4f. But Jahveh calle upon 

them to remember His great d el i'9erance in days gone by--the jiJx

odus from Egypt. Similarl y in t he verses of cha~ter ?, the 

b pe is e~preesed, in words of certainty, t hat tee exiles shall 

again be made to dwell in Palestine with a measure of eecurity 

"as in the days of their coming forth out of th e land of Egypt" . 

A similar point of vie w i e 8XJressed by other of the -pr o 

phe ts. In t he Book of Joel , we find the Exodus serving in a 

similar capc.oi ty of offer i ng hope when the people deSJ>li ir. 

When the terrib le pl &gue of loo~ste comes upon the lend (cb. 2), 

Joel calls upon the people to re pent , and to r ely upon the grac

iousness and s eving po~er of Jahveb. A.fld he choos es to define 

this power i n the s t riking ords heard by Mosee at Sinai (Ex. ~4. 

6ff) , t hus lend ing the support ?f tbe tradition of the ixodus 
88 

t o bi s rlea ( 2 . 15) . 

A fitting climax to :rur eurvey of these ef:orts to buoy 

up the cott!"~ge of the people are tbs v orde ilf Deutero-Isaiah 

Cilnte.ined in 51. 9 -11. The s ett ing of the chapter in ~bich the 

versee a re c ontHined r ecuir ee a ord of e~rlanution . The polit

ical rede jption of tee exi les hes already been mad e rrobeble 

th.rou~h the ad vent of Cyrus . The urophet turns his attention 

to the difficul ties in the way of the r estorat i on--nilt phyeioal 

difficulties, but T&ther t he .::.oral and ei-iritu.u. l :mes arisinE'. 

from Isr~el'e own charac ter. He exhorts the people to courage 

86 . Jonah (4. 2J also ohooees to cak e use of this st1me prayer. 
but in a di ffer ent way. It seems tb~t he would be disa~pointed 
if the pe ople were to repent , and Jahveb would decide not to run
isb them. He felt that su ch vrnuld be the case for Jahveh is a 
gracious God, "long suffering ••• " 
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and strives to allay their fears by a recit ation of Ja.hveh's 
89 

faithfulness and power. Ae ever , the gr eatest example of this 

power was m_de manifest i n the red empt ion of Israel from ~gypt . 

Any a t tempt , therefore, to allay the fears of the people and to 

urge them to purpos eful ac tion muet be a reminder nf that grea t 

event to be moe t effective. Hence. ~e read in the wo~de of thie 

prophet of the Exile: 
90 

"Art ~1ou not it tha t hewed Rbhab in pieces , 
That pieroed the dre. gon? 
Art Thou not it that dried up the eea, 
The wa ters of t t e gr eat deep? 
That made the denthe of the sea a way 
For t he red eemed - to paes over?" 

Here i s t he enitome of thie rsrt i cular us e of the Exodus by post

Exilio writers. Even th ough Ierael is in ~xi le , even t bou~h the 

:rntlook i s dark. et ill t here is every iud i ~ati on of h"r>e and 

"::'r osneri ty in the future . For Jahveh 1 ong a go dem onstrated His 

l ov e for Is rael ; Hi s might was i nd icat ed in everla sting example 

by the act of bringing Hie pe ople out of tbe "iron furnace", 

and safely into the Promi sed Land. By t be i::im!'le pr oc edu r e of 

re calling t ha t marv~loue even t were hearts mude strong once more~ 

Of much grea ter impor t ance in tbe ~inds of the Axilio pro 

phets, towever, wa s still anotber va lue of the ~odua etory . 

The Children of I sr&el bed stood i n u w1ique covenunt r elst ion -

ehip t 1 Jabveh. Be h~d ful~ill ed His ~romiF.e of set tling t bem 

in Psleet 1ne, but in 686 they lll:!d been exiled f r om the l a nd , Wae 

the covenant , then, dissolved? Were tee Deople to l e for~~ tten 

i n their exile , and lef t to disappear among the nuti~ns~ Tbat 

89 . Smith, ~ . A. The Book o! Isaiah. II. p. 361 
90 . Rahab is eymbollio .)f t.gypt, a iid more espeo ially of Phar sob . 
Deliteoh . The Pr oubeciee of Issiah. II . p. 264. 

I 

---------------------------... ---~ 
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wri tere a ft er the Exi le e till I. el d strongly to the belief that 

the covena nt entered into at Sinai was still i n effect ie ap

parent . Such an opinion is expreeeed by the writer of Jud. 

2 . lf. whose point of view Burney character! zes as "clearly tha t 
91 

of Rp" . In this paeea~e the covenant is mentioned as the 

means of contraeting Jahveh ' s kindness vti th the ... a itbleesnees 

of the people-- a ei .::1 ilar usa~e of the Exodus as that v;hich was 
.2 

made by ~ • Further references to the ancient covenant of the 

wilderness period in mteri.a.l which is Ex ilic or later are to 

be nJted in Jud . 2 . l~ . Here, the del iverance from ~gypt again 

bespeaks a c overu:mt relationship in Which Jahveb hae a rie ht to 

expect allegiance . The verseis undoub t edly of Deuteronomic 
9B 

O!"i gin . 

The memory of this c\:lvenant rel ti ti onshi p , h o\•1ever, served 

to gr eater ~urpoee th.tin merely to support the belief that Israel 

stood in a unique relationship to Jahveb . That f i rst. gr eat de

liverance from ~gypt oame to be the b ueie for hope in the future 

ae well. Jerellliah and t he Isaiah of tee Exi l e are pa.rt ic ;Lu.rly 

~l& ~r in their p r or:.eciee o! tte llew Exodus wh ich ie to take 

place and the new c ovens.nt 1'.1hich is to be made, after the pat

tern of t h e first. Isaiah , especially. contains e. number of 

references to thie New Exodus fr Jm habylon . Two passages of in

terest for our study are con taine a in the im.terials usually as

signed to Fir Et Isaiah; tl!:imely, 11 . 11,16,16 and 12. l ff. It 

is generally agreed, however, th~t t base sec t i one of I-Y . .XXIX are 

91. Burney. 
9~ . Burney. 

Op• Cit • p • 2 • 
op . c i!. p. 56, 57 . Mooro. op. cit. !'P• 6Sf. 
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93 
definitely ~ost-Exilio. The first of these passages is ~ 

clear pr omi se of a eeoond deliverance--thie time from Aesyria-

whioh will parallel the f iret--that from Agypt- - in wond~rs, 

the author concluding With the words : "Like as there w&s for 

Isr ael in the day that he came up out of t he l8lld of Egypt " . 

So cert ain is tr.is new salvation in t he mind of the prophet that 

be aven includ es a eon@ of eJtultet i on t o be eung on the journey 

which ~s pat terned after the Song of Miris.m (Ex. 15 . 2ff). Gray 

right ly t ells the int ent of the aut hor of th£ second pass age 

mentioned above . He e~e : "Each song wr itten for the llew t.:xodus 

is suitably enough r emi uiecent o! t he EOD@ y;hioh , a ccording to 

the tradition already current in the writer's a~e, had beel'l 

sung by ~osee and t he Chi ldren of I s r ael on the occasion of the 
94 

Firs t Exodus " . 

Deutero-Isaiah, who wrot e in Dabylou between 555 and 538 
96 

B. c. E. , is even more direct in hie etatemente ~ith regard 

to this new Exodus . 4ooord ing to him, t here r em&ine no doub t 

tha t there wil l be another deliverance of Jahveh's people 

(43 . lY-19) . Again will Jahveh "make a way in the ~i lderneae" 

(43 . 19bA). Ae a mat~er of fact , t he secoud celiverance Will 
96 

be so great tbat i t '"ill even ecl i pse t htit first one . The 

people a re called upon to r~ call tb e marvelous acts i n that for

mer salvation by Jshveh who "maketh a v.ay ill the .:>ea, and a path 
97 

in the mi ghty ~~tere 11 
( 43 . 16). And t hen the prophet tells 

93 . Gray . I. c. c. to I sai ah. I . P• 223 . 
94 . Ibid. P • 2 29 . 
95. Smith, G. A. op. cit . II. P• 20 . 
!?6. Butt enweieer. Cl ase no tee . 
97 . Isaiah 43 . 16f ref er t o the p t r adition of the pur suit . 
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"Remember not the forme r things. 
Neither coueider the things of old. 
Behold, I will do a new thing ••• n (43 . 18,198.A.). 

The same ideology is expreeeed once more in 48. 20f . The people 

are to go forth from Babyl ~n w1 tb r e j c-ic in@• The detei ls of the 

journey a r e even outllned--in words describing tbe Journey from 

Egypt: 

"And t hey thirsted not 
When He led them tbroueh the deserts; 
He caused the "at er to flow out of the rock for them: 
Be cleaved the rock also, 
And the waters gue bed out" ( 48. 21 ). 

In Deutero-Ieaiab, then, •e bave an sxcellent example of this new 

use to which the memory of the ~xodue from ~gypt was put . So 

indelibly was the evexf etamped uron tbe meruo r y of the writer that 

a repititlon o! it "hen the need aroee beoame, for him, a cer

tainty. The Children of Israel once mo re needed the love and 

strength of Jahveh. He had dem ~ns trated that pat'er once . He 

would do so a~uin in the similar situation . ~he method would 

be the same. Tbe R~odue from ~gyp t would serve ae the model 

for thie new deliverance . 

The prophet. Ezekiel, like lee speaks of en bxodue f rom 

Babyl onia simila r to that first ~ne from ~fypt . In chapter 20, 

which deals. in part . with the rest ~rati :>n of Zion, he ie ob

v i~uely impressed by the ixodus ~rrati~e . In that place , after 

a recital of the acts of Jah•eb on behalf of Israel in the de-

liverance of that people from ~gyp t, and the unfaithfulneEs of 

Israel despite His ma.ny kinanessee , bzekiel continues with the 

stri kin@ words: ''And I will bri ng you out from toe peoples, and 

~111 gather you out of the coWltriee ~herein ye are eo~tter~n . 
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with a mighty band, and with an outstretched arm •• • ti.lld I 111 

br ing you into the wilderness of the peoples, and there will I 

plead with you f ace to f ace . Like as I pleaded ~ith your fathers 

in th e wilder ness of the land of Egypt, eo will I plead witb you 

• •• and I will cause you to pass under the rod , and I ~111 brine 

;ou into the bond ot the covenant; and I will pur@e out from a 

mong you the rebels, and t hem tbattrans@r ess a~ainet JJe; I will 

bring them out of the land ~here they ~oJourn , but they shall 

not enter into the l and of lsrael n ( 20 . 34- 58) . The parallel be

twe en this l!ixodue of the future and the ~odua f r om b~y-pt aee ~.S 

obvious: the outstretched arln, the pl eading face to f e ce, the 

rod , the covenant, tbe rebel e not ~uterine the land, are all 

in the language of tbe first bxodua. That event undoul tedly bad 

a profound effect upon Ezekiel . Upon it, and the incidents which 

occurred during Israel's deliverance, be bases hie owi1 belief in 

tbe repitiOion of that aot, now t hat a similar eitw.tion has pre

een t ed its elf . The cO'\' en ant r ela ti oneb ir y;i 11 be renewed, he 

feels; by rememberins what J~veh did for Isr&el in that other per

iod of its history. the peopl e need not dee})6 ir even now . 

Also noticeable in ~zekiel'e ~rophecies is the bel ief t eat 

the covenant r elat ionsh i p da~ee from t he eojourn ~f I eraLl in 

~g.ypt ( ~u . 5) . He di :'fere f r om other pro~hetie writers. hote-ver 

--notsbl; B~eea and JerEIIliah--in that, fo r Azekiel, lBrbel was 

rebel l ious even in ~~ypt, sod not l e es hen and during the ~ild 

erness period than in their subaeQnent history. At first . ac

cordi ng to him . it wae Jahveb' e intent ion to 1unisb them i n 

&gyyt for their evil doi~s. but in order that Hie ll.811le should 

not be ~rofaned wnon@ t he nations, He br ought th e:n out of the 
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land (20 . 6ff) . The eame idea-- tbat Israel ~as unfaithful from 

her youth ie vividly portrayed in th e parable of t he two women, 

symtolio of Samaria and Jerusalem (ch . 23) . Just ae I srael 

played the har l ot in ~gypt, ttst ie , proved unfai t hful to Ja.h-

veh , so is ebe repeating her unfa.ithfullness with aeeyria (23 .7ff) . 

Here ie a new concept of the Exodue story. I srael we e unfaith-

ful even i n Egypt and throughout tbe wilderness wanderings . It 

is because of thie that Jabveh bas eeen fi t to pWli eh hem by 

th e ixile to Assyria. Al>o of intereet to our etudy is the use 
98 

of the concept already noted ae bel onging to Azekiel; namely , 

the concept of I 1. 

It is well known th&.t there is a cloee relationship bet~een 

Ezekiel and the wr iters of P . The simila rity of their interests 

is apparent here . Like P, Ezekiel utilizes the Exodus as the 

means of lendins the support of tradition to t he stetutee and 

ordinances which must be obe yed. For Kzekiel , then , the &xodus 

did more than set an exa mple fo r a eimiler salvation f rom the 

North to take place in the future. In a ddition. it was during 

their wilderneee wa11derings th~t I srael first went astray and 

broke the covenant s o recently entere d into with Jabveb . Fur
ther . the unfaithfulness of the people durln£ t hat early period 

of t heir his tory was the very oauee for t heir nreeent pl i e ht. 

~l evertheleee . the ~odus did demonetrate the ~reatness of Jah~eh , 

and did aeeume large nronortlone in the mi nd of tbie particular 

prophet. He. to o, carries back the la~s and inst itutions of 

98 . supr a. p . ~o f . 
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Israel to that period with the intention of lending support to 

them in that way. 

Jeremiah, too, recalls t he days of the f irst Axodue and ie 

certain tlilt a second Sll.Ch evant ~111 take place , surpassing the 

first , and causi ng the people to f orget it c ompletely . The 

verses to which reference is made occur t•ice in the Jeremianic 

prophecies, once in 16. 14f, and again in 23. 7f. Driver holds 

that they are out of place in the former chapter, and r ightfull y 
99 

belong in th e latter. Smith concurs in t his opinion, pl ac i n@ 

the verses in cu est ion in ch&.pt er 23 , and removing them f r om 16 , 
100 

where they break the c~nnec tion with verses 16ff , The pas-

sat e r e~ds: "Therefore , tehold, th e days come, sait h Jahveh , 

that they shall no more say: 'Ae the Lord li~etb , t t at br ~ufht 

up the Chj l dren of Israel out of t~e land of Lgypt ' : but: 'as 

th e Lord liveth, th~t brought up and that l ed the seed of the 

Hous e of I srael out of the north coWJt ry , and ::rom til l t he 

c ountries whither I bad driven them'; 6lld they eball dwell in 

their own land". It is obvi ous tt~t the ver eee ~ere written 

after t he ~ile as ~bey clebrly indi cate a situation in wtich 

t he Ieraeli tsa are already soat~ered . The f eet that tcey are 

rep&cted is intereetiUf . If we accept tteir Sl\ tus as original 

in 23 , it ie clear that Jeremiah makes use of ~te deli\erance 

fr~m A~ypt to of!'er a s t rong argument ~·or eno t her eucb del i ver-

anoe . Their r~} it · ~~~n in lo indic&tes te agreement of eome 

la ter Exilic or post-Exilic &utbor v.1 th toe vielwroint expressed 

by be pr~phet . To return to Jeremiah, he, like Deutero-Iaaiab 

99. Driver, S. R. 
100. Smith, G. ~ . 

?he Book of t he Pr_QJ>bet Jeremiah . 
Jertmia h . Pf • 18, 219 . 

p . 96 
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who instructed the people "to consider not the former things" 

becauRe Jahveb ~ould acc ompl ish a new salvation which woul d 

eclipse the old, likewise insis ts that so great ~111 be this 

new deliverance that t he people sha l l epeBk of it--and not the 

Exodus f r om Agypt--in pr aising Jahveh . 

In the utterances of Jeremi ah , we find anot her a llus ion to 

Isr ael 's Kxodus f rom Agypt whi ch ie 6Ven more i mport&nt ; namely , 

bi s h ope for the New Co~ena.nt which i s to repl a ce the firet 

coven~nt -- or which is a t leaet a reinterpr e t S:i.on of that first 

covenant between Jabv~h and I srael made at Sinui . There has 

been some doubt cast upon the authenticity of the Uew Co,enE.Dt 

passage in Jeremiah (31. 31-34) becaus e of t h e fact t he t the 

• •·or d "covenant" connotes t he le galiem of reli g- ion, whi le Jere-
101 

miab is intereeted i n the personal , tl':e i rwar d r , lir. ion . 

Both Skinn· r and Smith are agreed, bore~er, th&t Pach a.n idea 

is c mpatible with the ~hole of Jeremi ah ' s religious rhiloe -
102 

ophy . It ie evident fr om the di ecu s s ion j f the pre-3xil ic 
103 

utterances of Jeremiah th ut he did s cce r t the co~enant idea, 

and 1 t ie no lees "crediLl e tha t the conception of Israel's re-

lat i on to God as founded on a hiPtoric co~enant occunies a real. 
104 

though no t all -inclusive, place 1n the th Po logy of Jeremiah . 

The New CoventJ.nt descri bed in 31. 31 - 34 iB s imila r to the 

old in t~~ respeots . First of ~11 , it , t oo , ~111 be made with 

both Israel and Judah-- t be princi ple of n&t i onclium is t~e same . 

Sec ~nd , tbe l or m of tcie llew Coveubut is blso the same: I wi ll 

101. 
10~ . 
103 . 
104 . 

Skinner. op . cit . 
Ibid. pp . S20f~ . 
Supra . p~ . 38 ff. 
Skinner. op . cit . 

p . 526 
Smi t h . ~. A . Jeremiah. rP · 574if . 

p . 327. 
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be to them a God. and t hey shal l be to Ue a people . Jer emiah, 

however, alt hough b a s ing his Ne, ,. Coven8Il t upon the old and making 

it concur with the covenant rel at1Jneh1p whict dates fr~m Sinai , 

adds a deeper meaning to tb~t r elationship . It bas t een said 

that tbe difference lies "not in the content of t t e covenant . 
105 

but -'D t he side of reelity , of subjectivity" . The positive 

fea tures of the New Covenant are two: In~erdness -- " I ~ill put 

My law in t heir inmos t parts " , and For giv eneee--"Their sine I 

wil l remember no more". Thi a idea of the New Co~enant i e of the 

greateet importance in Jeremiah's prophecies . It d monetr ates 

~ viv i d memory of ths t first Exodus ; it reco6J1i zes the co~enant 

re l ationship ae dating f r om tha t event: and it fo r esees t he re

enactment of tha t coven~t t1bich had b een broken . The ess ential 

di f ferenc e between the tv.o co'\'enants is a striking ::>Le . Tbe 

first covenant h~d b e ln writ ten u~on tablets of stone , accor ding 

to t r adi t i on. N~ ao this n~w one . It iE to be engraved uron 

t he hearts of t he pPople . I n tee ~orde of the r r:>rnet: "But 

this le the covenant ' ' h ich I "111 make wi tb the house of Isr ael 

efter t hese daye , saith Jahveh : I Will ~ut :.cy luw i n the i r in

~o~ t pa rte , a nd on their hearts T'i 11 I write it •• . " ( 51 . 35} . 

B. In The Psalme . 

An examinestion of t he s i fnifi aance of tbe Exodus s tory in 

the s ubseque nt life of I s r lie l w~uld not he unmplet e i f the ref

erences to t hu t eventconta ined in th e Psa lms were t J be l~ft out 

of considerat ion . zil th:>ugb the d .t in~ of t!le sing-l e psa lms i s o-

pen t:> coatroveray , tbe concens us of opinion is t blit ma ny, if 

105 , Skinner. 
p . 526. 

p. 3~9 
op . cit./, quoting Vatke . :Oiblieche Tbeol ogie . 

,. 
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not the majority of them are to be included in the Exilic or 

p~et -Exilic period . Thie is tu.rtber borne out by he e i milarity 

which exists between t he mention of the .Exodus contained in the 

Psaltery and th.et contained 1n certain other late prayers: Dan. 

9 . 15ff ; Beh . 9 . 9ff; Ia . 63 . 9ff; Jer . 32. 18f f; Ex. 15. Dr . 

3nglander notes this fact of the l at e authorship ~f moat of the 

Psalms under consideration. He s ays: "Significant is the f~ct 

that most of these ref erences to God's goodness and ~ercy as ex

empl ified by Bis de eds during the ~odus period are round in tbe 

liturgical or poetical compositions of ~he poet -Zxilic period . 

lt eeema tha t the expa t riation durirJE the ~xil e and the troub

lous times after the bXile prompted ret r ospection to the for mer 

days ~hen Goe signally manifested Hie preeence by t hose ac ts that 

accompanied and f ollo,:ed the gredt d el 1 ver ance :from the Of!lres-
106 

The ~reater oort of the pe r tinent material c ntt:tined in the 

Psalms can b e divid ed into two ~eneral cate~ ories. 1 . Psalms of 
107 

praise - - with the wondrous a cte of the ~x odue serving as proof 

that Jabveh is deserving of tb&t praise. 2 . Pealme of sunplica-
108 

tion --pe titions =or t he demonetl'f$tion of mercy t o the present 

@en r tit ion as wa.e demonstrated in tae past and notal. ly during the 

Exorius . It ie more difficult to d~ t e the 1 orme r group thbll t he 

letter . for mru1y of t~t group are merel y ringing prtiisee of 

Jabveh w1tb~ut tany su~gestion of a historical eitulition which 

would aid in deciding to wb~t ~ge t hey beloug . Thie is not true 

106. En@la:ider. "The ~odue in the Bible". Studies in Jewieh 
Ii~erature. p . 112. 
107. The Psalms cJntnining ench refer ~nces are: 66 , 68. 78, 81 , 
95 . 99 , 105, 105. 106, 111, 114, 118 , 135 , 150 . 
108 . The Psalms containing such refen:nce e are: 74. 77, 60. 86, 
'Dl·1s the l a te prayers contained in Ex •• Jer . , Dan •• lfeh . , Ulld le . 

,• 
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wi t h regard t o this l att er group. Here expreee i ona dep i cti ng 

the hopel ess ness :>f t he si taa tion and t. he peee imi stic -:i u.tlook 

~f the peopl e a~pear t o be defini t el y in l ine with similar ex

pression f ound in t be later prophetic utter anc es . and a d&te 

during the .6x i le or le.t er ie i ndicated f or t hem , e s Y.'el l. 

The most s t r i king utt er ances exemplify ing the pr a iee o~ 

Jahveb, so ri chly des erved becauPe of Hi s unf ailing l ove for 

Isra el , as deoonetra t ed dur ing toe per iod of the :ihodue , are 

oontained in some of he l 1n~er. hi s t orical Psalms . 78 . for 

exa~ple, conta ins a l engt hy and eomewha t exa~£erated narrati on 

ot the wonders of t he Ex odus . The pl efUes , !be Red Sea , the 

~anna and qaail s , the bri nging forth o! water f r om the rock- -

s.11 are mentioned in col or ful l anguage ae exttlt. ing the ~retttneea 

of Jahveb . ~~sin in 105 and 106 , t he recital of t~e events of 

· he Exodus serves e simil~r purpose . Psalm 106 be~ ins wit h the 

words: "O gi ve thanks unto the Lord ; o&.11 uron 11ie ntUne • • • Si ng 

praises unt o l:Um • • • S!leak ye of all His marve} ou e 't.Orks 11
• and con

tinues witb e. state:nent o! the love which JahTeh bore 1 or I s 

rael as damonstr ated by Ria men,y kinoneese e , chief amon~ them, 

the miracles of t a e ~odue (1 05 . ~3-46) . Pee.l m 106 car ri es the 

nicture still further . Jahveh ~ae faithful to Israel . it S&]S , 

despi : e t ne conetant backsl iding o! the people . ~ven tbou~h 

they murmured e.g~ine t 2 im . e t ill lie continued to wat ch over them 

in the wi lderness . How mu ch the more . th er e fore , is F.e deeerT in~ 

o! their pra ise~ 

Psalm 77 serTee a e t he beet e~e~r.le o! tha t t ype in 't. ~ich 

peti ti one f or the former ki ndnesses of Jahveb are made . The 
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Peal:nist is t r:>ubled; nothing co.n a ssuage h1s grie f . "Yl111 the 

.ord oaet off f orever!" he a sks . And he recalls the deeds of 

Jahveb as the means of r eaffirming hie f aith (77 . llff) . These 

marvelous ac t s wt ich the Psalmist would recall are thoee of the 

Exodus. summarized by t he words: "Thou didst lead Thy people 

like a flock by the hand o~ Uot es end karon" (77 . 21). 

In similar vein are the late prayers found in Jere~iab , Neh

emiah, Daniel, and I saiah, and also t ha t contained in Ex . 15, 

which is similar in obaraoter. The passage in Jer. 32 . 18- 22 

is admittedly :>f late ori~in . Volz h~lds that it •as added at 
1 09 

the time that the prophetic ¥.orke •·ere read in the synago~e . 

The author of the verses, by inserting them in the prophecy of 

Jeremiah, demonstrated his ovm belief in the saving power of 

Jabveb . For that ~rit er, Jeremiah ~e certain of a future re-

turn to Palestine because of t he riret return to t hil t land f r om 

the bondage of Egypt . So aleo ~1th the reme ini ne paeeages , which 

bre al eo very l~ te, Wld in prec isel y t Le suoe vein. 

It ie in+;ert:stins to note juet v.hi:at details of the .c.xodus 

narrative were remembered by the authors of the Psalms . kppar-

ently , tee moet stri;:in@ event :>f t htt e.re&t deliver~mce 'fWae 

the dividing of the sea and 'D8king it dr y land . First o~ al l, 

eo deeply did ttia si 1F le inc Bent i Clp·ees i teel f , that one writ

er deemed it impor t ant enough ~o c~m1ose a complete Psalm on 

the eu bject (Ex . 15) . And further , ~be event is mentione d not 

only in the historical Psalms which includ e a recital of u lmost 

the c omplete story of the Exodus (78 . 105, 106) . but it i s singled 

out for particular emllhasie in maey of tee othe r Psalms as welL 

109 . Volz. Der Fropbet Jeremia. P• 304 . 

\ 
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Thus, we find ref erences to that e~ent in 66 . 6; 114 . 3: 136 . 

13ff; 74 . 13. The ~rit er of Nehemiah 9 likewise mentions it 

speci fically . Sec ond in importtmce, ~ppe.ren tly , were t he 

pl agues, which we f ind menti~ned &lmost ae. f requently. Two 

writers were part i c ul a rly int erested by the sl~ying of t he 

f irs t - bor n son , which t hey mention specif ic&lly. &ltbough omit

ting s uch speci f ic mention of an,y of the r emaini ng pl&~ues 

(135 . 8; 136 . 10) . Of t he rema ining e vents o ~ the Ex odus nar

rat i ve , few a re s ingled out f or specific ment i on save i n t he 

bistoric~ l Psalms noted above . Psa lm 114. 8 ment ions the tact 

that the r ock ga>e f ort h wa ter . T~ is menti on occurs agnin in 

78 . 20 and 105 . 41 . Th~ ouails and manna whi c h provident ially 

a~year in the wild e~nees are no: ed in 78 . ~7f and 105. 40 . Tbe 

rebel liousness of the pe ople aleo i s r em E1Dbered by t he writ ers 

of the Psalms; references t o i t a re found in 95 . 8 ,10 and 106 . 32 . 

Even those writers , howe ver, who mention the perfidy of Isra el 

1n the wi l de ruees over look--or nurpos e ly omit-- t be stor y of t he 

gold en cs lt. It i s noted onl y once i n all the Psalms ' 160 . 19) . 

C. In !he Lawe of P. 

In the preceding pages , the importance of the Exodus s t ory 

! or E.xilio and poi:: t-Kxilio writ ers Wt:t.B noted . \te ha\'e a lso in

dicated the munner i n v; bicb the t eve11t wa.2 hand l ed 'Ly the wri t 

ers of tne P document some e i Lht cen:U!'iee after the Axodue took 

place . Ther e , however , we deal t wit h the actua l t r adi t ions of the 

event a ccord ing to P . It was ra:n arked that P utilized t he story 

of the del i ~ erb.J1ce a lmost whol l y as a sanct ion f or t he laws and 

insti t uti ons whi ch be uphe l d . In Levit icue , r.e find many more 

examples of t his procedure, example s ~ ~ich a re der i ved no t from 
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the narrative itself, but which refer beck to the Exodus e.s an 

1mport8llt event in the psst and use it to intene i f y he 1.:nport

a nce of the law or institut ion described . 

The Pr iestly document was sut ject to change and redacti on 

al 11oet until the time that t he Bi ble was canonized . and ie rec-
110 

ogni zed by a l l ec~olars ae t he lates t of Bi b lical s ou.roes. 

It ie int e r est ing to note, however, t ha t t he la t er P materials 

.. , 

1 11 
uti li ze the Exodus story but once as the basis f or an injunction. 

In every other instance , the verses contain i ng such references 
11~ 

are a part of the Holiness Code which i e admittedly the earli-
113 

ea t of a ll t he P mat eria l s . It i s believed t ba t t he Holiness 

Code is t hat which Ezra read to the peopl e upon hi e r eturn to 
114 

Pblee t ine ca . 4 58 . How lon@ before bis aT 9earance in Pal -

estine the document wa s extant is open to conjecture. It does , 

however, soow a ma:·ked e imi lari ty to parts of 3!zekiel , a nd i a to 
116 

te dated , i n al l probability, not before 500 . 

As ~e have already poin t ed out , t he au t hor of t he Bolinees 

Code utili zed t he B:xodus narr dti ve in mu~h t he eeme manner as 

J , B, and P. The i mport ance of obedience t o t he law is con

e t8lltly emnbaeized by t he re f rain : 11 I am the Lord ..-our God , 11bo 
116 

br ought you out of t he l and of Sgypt. Taus , t he t aking of 

118. Carpenter and Harford-BstterPly . op . cit . ch. 13 . Bible 
6 cl ass notes . 
111 . In Le~ . 25. 4 2, wh ich sneaks aga i ns t Hebr w Slaves, the 
reason is given a s: ''For t hey (the poor Jev•fi) are my servants 
t hat I brought out of Agypt ; t hey shall not be eold as bondmen" . 
This verse , aocording t o Carpenter a nd He.r f rd , i s p s . 
112 . Us i ng the claeeification of Steuernagel and Carpenter and 
li&.rford. 
113 . Carpent er and Harford - Ba t t er sby . op . c it . p. 298 . l ~~ ~ e 
o class notes . 
114 . Bible o clsee no t es . 
116 . Lev . ~5 . 38 ; 19 . 36 ; 22 . 31 -S~ ; io . 45; 26 . 13; ~6 . 55 . ~ 
116 . Carpen~er and Earford -Better~by . op . cit . p . 298 . 



usur1 is f orbidden, jus t weights are enf orced, Jahveh is the 

t r ue God --a ll to be believed &nd f oll owed in practice because 

Jabveh was the God v·ho bro~ht Israel out of ~gypt. Slightly 

different ue e of t he Exodus t r adition ls ma.de in connection with 

st ill ot her mat ters. The fa c t t be. t the people of I srael wer e 

strangers i n t he l a nd of EtYJlt l s v~iced as eufficient reae on 

fo r their kind t reatment of s t r angers in their own mids t ( 19 . 53 

ff) . As a r eminder t b.e. t Jahveh made th em dwell in booths ~hen 

He br ought them out of Agypt. t h ey br e t., d\· el l 1 ~ : :..ctn ~or 

s even days during the feas t of Succoth (23 . 42f ) . 

Thus is r oWlded nut t he import once of the Exodue story in 

very a ge of Israel's histor y . The pre-propt etic accounte - -J and 

5 --of approximately the ei ghth cent ury r eported the event st 

l en~tb. It was B'Ookeu of with great f r eque ncy c. uring the pre

Exilic period by Amoa, Hosea , Isaiah , Jeremia h. and anonymous 

authors of t he historical books . The &xil ic &nd post -~ilic 

prophets made use of it ; th e Peolir.iste conet8lltly referred to it. 

P includes a t radi ti on of t he e~ent . And now p b writing at 

abou t 500 bas be en seen aleo to kn ow it Wld to empbaeize its 

i mportance . 

~ . In The Hietoricsl Bo oke . 

The growing i mpor t Wlce of tbe Exodus story in t he minds of 

poet-Exilic writers is an unders tandable phenomenon . Its cause 

may be t r aced di r ec t ly to a peycbolop ical need on th e pert of 

t he people . Once a gain the y \•ere oute ide the i r beloved l e.nd . 

It ie onl y nat ural, t here f or e , t hat tbe ir th.'.lU t'bts s hould turn 
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to a former deliverance ~hicb they hoped ould be repeated. 

Gradually the event assumed larger and l~r@er importance in the 

minde of tbe Israeli t es . Some 1ndica tion of the m&.~nitude of 
.; 

the even ie BUfZl'e sted by a few eoattered references, all of 
117 

pos t-Exilic orig in. Their purpoee is st r ikingly cl ear• So 

import ant had the Exodus become in the minds of tl~e people, that 

they attributed a knowledge of it to the people with ~hom they 

came into ooutact . The first of these references deals with the 

harlot in whose bou s e the two e piee sent out by Joshua -ere hid 

den (Josh . 2) . Here, the ~ords put into the m~uth ~f the woman 

&re these: "I know tha t the Lord bath given y ou tbe land , and 

tt:.a t y~u.r terror bas fallen upon us, and tb~t all the 1nh&b1-

ta.n te of the l and melt a•:by f r om be!'o re you . For Yie ha~e heard 

bo~ the Lord dr ied up the •aters of the Red Sea f rom Lefore you 

in your go ing out of Egyp t • •• " (2 . 9f ) . Tbe remain in@ ho ref-

ere nces are in s imila r ~e in , beepeakill@ t he ~reotneae of t he 

event, but re~er to a @ r~up r athe r t LliD an 1nd iv1dua.l . Thus , we 

find the Gibeoni tes etri\"' 1n~ to make pe ace ••i th Joshua "beoause 

we hav e heard the fame of Bim ( JahvetiJ and a l l t b&t Be did in 

3gypt (Joeb . 9 . 9) . likewiee , the Pbilfietines are confounded 

vhen the ark, s ymbolic of the ! erael1tisb God ie brought i nto 

he camp of the Hebrews . They are moved to eay: "Woe unto usi 

wbo shal l ~el i'"er us ~ut ~f t he h~nd of t h ese mie hty ~ode? 

These are the ~ ode thtlt SlJO te t he Egyj>tiane vi i th all manner of 

Pl~ruee , and i n th e ~il aer nese CI Sam . 4. 8) . 

In t he verees just diecueeed, .... h~ ve s till hllotLe r iudi

ca t ion ~f t~e s iFnificJDce wtich came to be at t ached to the 

117 . Steuernagel . op . ci t. pp . 276f , 3Sl. 



Exodus story. Not only wae it an important event to the Is

r aelit es , but even the f oreign nations are represented as hav

ing known of it, and fear ed the mi @ht of Jahveb becaus e t he 

report of the Exodus had reached t heir ears. The connec t ion 

between such refer ences as t hese, and the purpoEe to v ·b i ~h the 

Psalms put the Exodus story , the great hopes baaed u: on this 

first salvation by Exilic and poe t - Exilic writers, leave little 

doub t t hat the memory of the Exodus did bec ome a vital force 

in the life of the I sraelite nation . It offered hope , cha llen@ed 

fear, and became a rotent means of revitalization . 
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Chapter IX. 

The Signi fi cance of the Exodus in th e B\) ok of Deuteronomy. 

In Deut eronomy, we find fr equent mention of the Axodue nar

rative . In many instances , the use to which the memory of the 

Exodus i s put c l osely parallels the end to which th e ev&n has 

been used by othe r Bib lical ~riters . It ie a wel l known fact 

tha t a l l the mater ial conta ined in Deuter onomy does no t belong 

to the same period of history . but rathe r th6.t i t was writ t en 

over a number of centuries. It i e aleo e.n accepted f ac t tha t al

though the kernel of t he book wae "disco•ered" in 621 B. C. E. 

some of the mater ial which '1 8 6 used ae tbe besi e f or t~~ t nuc 

leus was of stil : 6~r11e r ori~ in . And furthermore, much of the 

ae t.er i al which now mukes u~ the book r.as not cont ained in that 

ori ginal document, but wae ad .ed during much later periods of 

!s:-sel ' s history. Bearine too ee facts in mind , it v.ill be of 

interest, in dealing ~ith ~euteronomy . not only to discover the 

reas on for the use of the Axodu.s material, but a lso to note in 

~ ~icb ages of Israel's bistor J simi~r motives caue ed the Nxodue 

to be mentioned , and, f urther. to a tte:nr t to di s tiuguieh &ny 

nef. us&ges of tbe ~odua narra. tive, \llL icb oc ... :ur no\\' here excert in 

Deuter onomy . 

The Exodus ie mf ntioned fre quent ly for the pur~ose of em

-cbaeizing the covenant relati onehip •.t ich existed beh'e en Jab

ieh and Israel f rom th e time t ha t Jahveh br ough t that pe ople out 

of Egypt. Thus. in 4 . 20 , the reason f or he people' s obedience 

to the injunction urohibiting t heir worshi n ot' foreign ~ode is 

f 
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the reminder of tbie covenant: "But you hath Jahveh taken and 

br ou@ht forth nut of the iron furnace. out of ~gypt, to be unto 

Him a people of inheritance. ae ye are this day" . Again in 

4 . 348.A , the s ame a:n pbaeis upon the covenant ie evidenced . In 

5 . 2, we find a direct atatement of the covenant th~t t.·as made 

at Sinai (Horeb) as motivation for obedience to al l the statutes 

and ordin&ncee wl:icb ba"te been set do.,:n: "The Lord, our God , 

made a covenb.Ilt '1itb us in Horeb"; therefore, the writer im-

plies, we are Hie people and owe Him the respect of obedience 

to Hie la .. e which He ht:lB given us. 

In thus emphasizing the oovennnt, the autbor--or authors- 

of these passages stow a mar ked similarity to certbiil pre - Exilic 

expressions which we h ve uoted . Bot h J and :; lay great etreee 
118 

unon this rel ationship bet~een Jahveb a nd I erbel . The pre -
119 

Exil ic prophets , likewiee. malre coust&nt re~erence to it . 

Anoth~r mention of t te co~enant occurs in Deuteronomy, 

bo~eYer, wLieh ie etr nfly reminiscent f a lnter attitude . 

The ~ri er of 7. 7f a~tributes the Exodus itEelf to Jah~eb 's 

def ire to keep Hie oath , eJ ready made ~1th the Patriarchs . Ee 

eaye: ~Jabveh did not set Eis lo~ e uDon you, no r choose you , be

caus e ye were more 1n numrer t~~n 3DY ~ther reo~le -- for ye ~ere 

the feweet of all peoples--tut because the Lord lo~ed you , and 

because Be would keep His oath v:Lioh He BV'ore w1to y:>ur ! uthers, 

hath the Lord b r ought you out with a ~ i~hty hund, anc redeem~ d 

you from the House of ~ondLge , f rom the hE::.lld o~ Pharaoh. kin@ of 

Egypt" . A@ain in 8 . 18. we :find a siruil~r motin.tion , tilt.hough 

118. Supra . P • 34 . 
119 . Bspeo1ally ~mos , Hoeea , and Isaiah . Su~ra . pp . 37 ff. 
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no mention ie made her e of Agypt --merely the stateruent that 

the covenbllt bad been e stabli£hed with the :fathers . In 7. 7f, 

however, there is a clear similarity to the wotivation r.ticb ~e 

found in P's account of the choice of Israel in bgypt (Ex . 6 . 

31') . That v1riter, too , lmew and recor ded the tradition of a 

previous covenant with--or at l east a previous oat c t o- - the Pat 

riarchs by Jahveb . 

We have already noted that izekiel WtiB te sole writer with 

tbe exception oi ~h., narr~tore of the ~odus iteelf , wt:o took 

ccgni zance of the constant rebellions of the Isrliel itee against 

Jahveb •Jb He they ' e r •. in the Wild emes e . In Deuter ::momy, how

ever, we find many paeeages wb i ch bear a ltinshi'P to thE. t pr ophet 

in this rega rd. Thus , in 6 . 16, we find the injunction: "Ye 

shall not tr7 the :ord your ~od as ye t ried Rim at ~aesah" . 

Chap er 9 . 8- 21 reminds the people of their L'hkin~ the gold en 

calf . Tbe incidents of Israel's provokiny. Jahveb at Taberab. 

?.taeeeb, and ~irrJth Ea Ta •a~ab are like~iee mentioned (9 . ~~) . 

as i a the p£ rfidy of the epi es b t Kt£desb barn ea ( 9. C.3 ) . The 

account of tbe revolt 6.nd punishment of Dath&1 u.nd J:.bira:n is 

described in 11. 6, w .• ile 24. 9 tells of MiriWD's being smitten 

.. itb leprosy beoause of tt.e sin ' hi cb E.l:: e committed . 3ven more 

etron~ly remini ~ ceut of ~zek iel are the two generbl stat ements 

con tu1ned i n ~ . 7 and 24 . " ••• Fr om t h e ds.y thll t th :m d iEt go 

forth out of t~e lb.lld of bgypt , w1til y e owne unto ti!ie pl uoe, 

7e have been rebellious a.gdnEt tbe Lord . " ~.nd "Ye ba'\'e been 

rebell ious ag6inst the lord eiuoe the day that I l:new you" . 

If we compare these etbtea.ente, ae v. e ll as the specific incident s 



- - 68- · 

menti oned by De~teronomy , r.ith bzekiel'e attitude as ex:preseec 

in 20 and 23 . 7f, we shal l find that the similarity bet•een 

them i s unmistakeable. 

Also similar t o ~sekiel is tbe idea contained in 9 . 28ff , 

which tells of Moses' inter oesPion with JabYeh on behblf of the 

people , and his prayer tha t they be erared deer i te 811 o~ their 

rebelliousness "le st the land vrbence Thou has br oUEbttt't us out 

say: Because Je.hveb was not able to bri ng t~e~ int tbe land 

which Be promised unto them ••• " The eazue idea is ~oune in ~z 

ekiel 20 . 14, 22 . 

Still an other empbaeie of Deuteronomy , in ~hicb it s butbor e 

make use of the Exodus nar rative to d r ive home their poiut of 

view, reg~rd e the portrayal of t he g re~tneas btld goodness of · · 

Jahveh . The J and A narrators of the story, ae well as t .e P 

writer, utilized the ~odus in th is manner. It ~88 in the Psalms , 

hovJever, t ha t v. e noted the ooe t f re quent and moat ~11 ing use of 

the Axodus in this fuabion . Still another indication t hbt the 

passages with wbiob we are concerned here are of late ori~in 

is the similarity in lane:uaf e ~bioh th ey bebr to P . In both 

places, the use of the v:orde "signs" ( "' '-' t°) and "..,ondere" 

( ,,o · ~~ ) ie noticeable . In 4. ~. we find he the people are 

to kI.10• tha t Jshveb ie tte one . true God becau1:5e Be it l .'88 who 

brouPht them out of ~~ypt with ell the a tendant displays of 

Bi s ~o•er . Simila r senti ments a re expressed in 6 . 22 ; 7. 17- 21 ; 

26 . 7 - 9; and 34 . 10· 12. A ~~re detailed descrirti~n of t~e sigue 

and w~ndera b y wbich Jahveb mSDifeeted P.ie power is c"'ntuined 

in 8 . 15!, where be bri ~ing f orth "'f 'f.'uter from the r ock , and 

the givine of mwina ~ e epecifiool ly men i 'neci . 
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Ier&elites i n ~g~-ot ie used ~J ~~r:~er . la -

co:ioese Cote, w~ere t=.e in:u.nctio~ is ~bd e t~ "" o•e :.:e e:r~; -

er" r r ) bece:ide :e:ee: i:&d teen 8 s~rt..::;e e:r !.!1 3gn:~ . :c!.e 

~&se~~ e ex&ct:y parC..:lels ~h~: in De~t . lu. :~ . 

5 . 15, :::e -;- e r e !.:m 

:r ~~ teat tote :o-.md t~ ;:xodus . 

:!.:er s&;s. 

ie t.:!.s: 

a :ree:.:.: t :>: :-our Olf!~ e:w:peri .:cce !.!l -~?-t .. . 

. ., ....... 

I.-

:te 

e::e~ :, 



used to promot e humanitaria n impul ses . There is one difference, 

however . I n Leviticus. the bum801taria n1em extends only to fe llow 

Jews . Verses 35ff , ~or example , probilit t he taking o~ i nter • 

eat f rom a Jew ~ho baa become poor . And so vith the remaining 

passages in tha t book . The sentiment expreaeed in Deuter onomy 

i e a much l oftier one . Tbe ... e is none of tr.e narrot.. na tionsl iem 

which is to be found in P . I t more nea~ly aprroacbes ~he nr u- · 

rhet ic ideal of justice and ri~hteousnese and w11veraalism than 

1lt does tha t l ater , narro~er collCept of the pri es tly school . 

Another use of the ~xodue , unique in Deuteronomy . is not 

iceable . In mo~t i ns tances . the verses in•ol•ed concer n them

se lves ~ith th e pe r fo r lll8nce of a duty or obedience to a law . 

I n es cb csse t he ~odus serves as the motivbtion, but the 1DE-nner 

in which i t motivlitee the ac t is di fferent . One of t be uses in

volved here has to d o with loyalty to Jahveh because it was He 

wbo tr~u~ht the people out of Agypt . Thi s is most obvious in 

tboee verses cont aining injunctions agGinet t.·o rehi !)pi~ other 

gods . Tbus, 6 . 12: 8 . 11 , 14: Wld 11 . 2ff exhort t be people not 

t o for@et Jahveb •ho broUi ht them out of E@ynt. In ot her vorda , 

i t was f elt that ce~ tuin loyulties were due Him becsu~e of t hat 

aot . Similarl y , in 13 . 6 ,11, the law prescribing death by ston

ing for fal ee nrophe t e and ot here who e ntice Israe l from th e 

worship of Jabveh is fol l~· ed by " Jahveb wbo brou~ht the e out 

of the land of ~gypt" , again em~basi zing a cer tain loyalty to 

the Deity by r eason ~f t bat act . 

Tbe second motivtit ion f or V'hi ch the Axodue serves i s t hat 

of obed ienoe b.· reason of tf l"8.t 1 tude for Hie act . Thie is the 

mot1 v~tion fo r the bringing of Bi ccurim (26 . 5- lC). Tbe 10e ~ho 



wh~ brillE.S bis f irst-f r uits to the priest is to say in e!fect: 

"My ancestors went down t o .i.11gypt and fl our ished there . ~nd when 

they ~ere oppressed , Jahveb brought them out and led them to 

Canaan, where, onc e more, we flourished . Therefore , in gr at e-

f ul remembrtlnce . I bring the se offerings to demonstrate my grat

ituden . ~notoer example o~ th i s same use of t he ~xodus i e to be 

found in 6 . 20- 24 . 

Still a t hird 'l10 t i ~ti:>n is tot e :-o und in t he injuncti::>ns -

f or ke eping the Passover . In this cu ee . Jabveh's act of deliv-

erance creates lin obl i gation on the rart of the people. Thus. 

PeEa oh is to be celebrated i n the month of ~hib , becs·:se :n that 

month Jahveh brouFht Israel out of ~~Yrt (16 . 1) • .And the people 

are to eat unleavened bre~d to remind them o~ t~e =ect t ha t they 

left Egyot in haste ••1th their unbaked douph unon their backs. l v .5) 

We have found in Deuteronomy. then, many and Vhried uses of 

the lxod~s story . ~t leas~ one of them narallels one of the QBee 

made of the Exodus in pr e-~xi l ic t i mes . k number are to be found 

l argely or eolely in l!:xilic or post-Zltilic auttors . Some are u

nique in Deuteronomy i t self . Among tb eee l&tter, ie one t bt:. t 

h~e not previousl y been n oted . It is that statement in 23 . 6b, ~ 

wnich says: "?~~u sb&l t !lo t abhor an .C:gyptian because thou a s 
l:.!O 

a etrWl~er in bis land''. I f. aa bus bee n celd, tbe et~ tement 

refer e to an Eg~tian Jew , the ~aslige is to be cl~ased •i th 

those in Lev . i:!3 , menti:med above . If, hov ever. it is to be 

taken literally , it ie certainly an e-rreel.-! i :m of lofty idealism 

and universalism, and expresses an atti t ude t:rv:&rd the l~nd of 

EgYJ)t which is to Le f1w1d in no otner place in the Bible . 

120 . Glueck . Bible 7 olaes notes . 
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Chapter X. 

The Role of The E~odus i n The Three FilRrim leetivale. 

It is n09.1 g e ner a lly conceded that the festivb lB of Pass 

over, Taber nacles , and Weeks were ori~inul ly a@ricultural fest 

ivals . (Passover was pastoral originlilly , Lut later becarue ag

rioul tur al when it was identified ~itb •he l!azz~t festiva l . ) The 

Passover r itual bad its inceution in the oeremon~ of t he sk ip-
121 

ping of t l!e l ambs which wt.s i 'lli tated by the 'orehippt? r . In .· 

t he c :>urse of ti :ne . p!"obably •·he n the Israe l ites settled in Can-

aan . these r i tes beob.'!! e identified ~ :tt the Canusnite f estive! 

cel ebrating tn e Suring Equinox-- tbe ~azzot festiv~ l . Succoth 

as original ly agricultural, being a pe ri od of t btnkaf1 Ving f or 
122 

tae bount ies of nature in tte ye~ r jue t paeEed . The earli-

est or~ins of t he tv;o : estivale, bov·ever, are r eluted to the 
1 23 

ancient Ad onis and Tammuz cults . The da.ncine o~ the maidens 

in the vineya rds ment ioned uy Jeremiah (31 . 4 - 6 ,1 2) aid in thi s 

identification . Similarly in Judges 21. 19- 21 it ie exuli citly 

stated that tbe danc es held in the vineyards r.ere nnm2~1 e'\•ente. 

Dr . kiorcen i:: tern is of the opinion t hat t hese dances v ere cele-

bra~ ed i n the ea:- iest ri tual in hiuor of t he father- £tod Baal, 
l~ 

t he , : he r-@odd e ee -"starte. and tee divine child, Tam.:iuz . 

The ei ~i l& rity bet een t he two i a c lear. Both l&st se~en days . 

121. Jewish Encyclopedia. IX . 
122 . Ibid . XI. p . 657 . 
123 . Morgenstern . "?be Origin 
American J~urnsl of Tbe~logy. 
124. Ibid . P • 283 . 

p . 553. 

of J.lsseoth and the bla seot h Pee ti val" . 
:rx I. p • 283 . 
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Bach begine with 6 period of mourning ! or tee dead god, and be-

oomee increasit gly joyous a s tee ~eek prog resses. Only e :e~ 

t races of actual mourning r it es rem~in , but ~bere ie definite 

evidence of ·he c er emony of f tieting ir~ preFerat.ion f or t he fee t 

ival . It seems that in ancie nt t !...r.e s it was ~te cust om fo r every 
125 

Jew to feet on t he day be~ore t ~e feetival. Dr , :!or gen st em 

holds str1ngly t o a belief in th e e~rl y o~if in of t he feetiv~l . 

He s ays: "The entire !!azzot fee~iva1 • • • or iginally preceeded 

the commencem~n t of tee barveet . The new c~Jp cJu ld not be eaten 

until after its regul ar tab ~o s~cr i~ice of t be Omer, or !ir et 

steaf , had been properly of:ered on t be day after the cl ~se of 

th e Mazzot fee ival . The eating of tne ne~ cr op ie among rrimi -

tive a griculturbl pt; Oples a cer emony o= de ep religious Sit?ll i fi 

oa.nce • • • Before :te fi rst mouttlful of be ne~ c r op m6] be teken , 

the old c rop mu~ t De ~oopletsl y dee tr~7ed • • • TLey murt f &s t f ore 

de~inite p~riod • • . ot nen.ise •• . t he no w crop ·~;:>uld be unfi t :·or 
1 20 

use"1 . ADd t cis si~ilbrity i e clea r and stri~ing bet•een the 

Tao~uz cult !:Uld the b ; r icultural fes:ivole 01 Isra el . To quote 

Dr . Uor@e1rntern once more: "Thie un<?Ue t' :i Jnably c orrect exrla.n -

ation of t he .,ri gin and ei~uifict:.llce of the r ltea . L;:>tt. ;:> f t ee 

fa.st ·n@ w ad ciourning that be@!! D these festi"' ble , bllO. of the 

dances tha t for~ed thei r calmin~tion r ounde iut, liS i t .ere . and 
1 ~7 

oo~r:e~ee -'Ur chain ;:>f arg·uient '' . 

The early ori~in of both t he ~uccot b and the Peeacb -~azzot 

f estivals ia clear . This queetion now ur isee: Where and when 

125 . Ibid . p . 285. QuotinF Peaa chim 108a . 
126 . I bid . pp . ~85f . 
127 . ?lor trens tern. ''Two a noi Pnt Iartleli te ,,,.gricul t ural Fee: 1 ve.ls". 
Reprint f r .)m Je~ieh ~uarterl~ Rev iew. r · 52 . 



-·74 - -

did they bec ome associated wi t h the ~xo due s tory? With regard 

to Succoth, it was for the f i rst time definitely associated 

with the tradition tha t in the w1lden1eee t he Ierael i t ee dwelt 
128 

in booths by the writ er of th e Holiness Code (Lev . 23 . 43) . 

We have seen tbet it wae celebrated in Palest i ne at an early 
129 130 

date, but still as a pur ely agric ultural f east . It i s 

mentioned again in Deuter onomy (16 . 13-16) ; here the dwelling 

in booths ie implied by the name of th e feetive l . The signifi -

cance of t he Looths in this p l &oe. however, may be t r aced , pre-

eumably , to an old custom of l i ving in booths during the fruit 
131 

harvest . The fi r s t indi cation of t he tr~msfer f r om an agr i -

cul tur~l t o a histor ical festiva l is t o be found in the Hol i ness 

Code . Later, in post -Exilic t imae, a ei~ilur mot i v8tion is 
132 

noted. The feas t is observed in reP.ronee to the command that 

the people dwell in booths to commemo~ate the Axodus . 

A parallel devel opment may be traced in the Uazzot fee t 

ival . Or i ginal ly pae~or el end then egric •ltural , it too , came 

to have hist orical s i gnifictillce. I n t he oldest lepielation con

cerning t he :"estiv!:il OEx . 2:; . 15; 34 . 18) , there iE(n ment ion of 
133 

i t s c onnec ti on with t he r:,;od11s . Ex. 23 . 9b , 15al3 , and S4 . 
134 

18b are und~ubtedly la t er insertions . 
** 

Not until the appearance 

128. Ibid . p . 39 . Jewi eh Encyclopedia . XI . np . 657f . 
129. Supra. p . 72 . 
1 30 . Jev.•iah Encyclopedia. Xl. p. 6 5'7 . 
l~l. Ibid . 
132 . Ueb . 8 . 14-18 . The reference here ie not a s cleti r ae v;e 
mig.ht hope . The statement 1e: ".And al l t t e cnngre@ution of them 
that were come ha.ck out of the cuptivity ms.de booths, and d111elt 
in t he boo t hs: for eince the days of Joshua the soIUI of Uun unto 
t hat asy had not the Childr en of Israel done so" . A Si!!lilar et&t e
ment is C)ntaihed in II. Kings t3 . ~2 . In both pl a ces , the r efer
euce t o Pesach as a historical fe et i val is by imrl ic1:1 t "' ·:m only . 
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of Deuteronomy does t~e aesociation between the two bec~e ap

parent . To quote: "In Deuteronomy , in the las t ouarter of the 

s eventh century , we t et on undisruted ground . In tbie first, 

extended account the strong empbaeie on the historical s i gnifi 

cance of the Pa eeover is especially ~rked . It comme~oratee the 
135 

emanci pation f rom .6gy-rt , tee day of the nati on' e bir1.ll" . 

During -he ~ile , the Paesove r became w1iformly associeted 

'i tb and commemor at ive of t b e de! iver ance from EE<ypt . Thus, t he 

references in Exodus , lill late, es well as t hoee i n ~ther Bib 

lical books , re gar dless of auttor ehip, almost itbout exceltion 
136 

offer the Bxodue as the s~urce of the f estival leg!ielat~on . 

Since we find the 1nterrretat1ou of' !'assover ae a bie · orioal 

:estiVlil in a chapter of Deuter onomy wbi cb is genr- r a lly conceded 

to belong t o the kernel o~ that book (16), while a similar re

interpretation of Succoth does not occur until the Holineee Code , 

we ere s a fe i n saying tbb t the rein terp;· etut ion of tLe forme r 

festiva l preoeeded by almost a century that of the l&~ ter one . 

~nd it was n~t until poet - Biblical times that the t: ird of the 

Pilgrim Feeete --Shabuoth- -came to le ass,ciated witr. the tra di 

ti on of tt.e giv i11g of the law at Siuai , and thus . w1 tb the ~x-
157 

odus narrativ.- . 

133. ~oreeneteru. Jev>ieh Quarterlv Revier-. Op . cit . J> • 39 . 
134. Ibid . n. 3~ . note 4 . 
135 . Eaetings. Dicti ~nary oi the Bible . !JI . p . 686 . 
156 . 3x. i2. i1 CP): \ 2 . 21 (JE): 13 . 3 , 1, <.ral: 2s . 16 (:;:3); 
34 . 18 (~): Deut. 16 . 1. 
137 . Jewieb ~ncyclopedia . !); . p . 594 . 
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We do f ind in the bible , bo• e't'er, the begiru1inps of the 
138 

Haggada as rel~t ed to t he Passo't'er . I n taree late paeee@ee . 

instructions are ~iven fo r rel& tin@ t he reason f or the eatinf 

of Wlleavened bread aud :be commemorat ion of the Passover ri tua l 

to ohi ldren. After t he description of t~e ritual for t he Pass

over cel ebration i n Ex . 13, we read: 0~nd tb:>u sh&l t tell thy 

son in th&t dby $yin@: It is because of that wh ich the Lord 

did for me ~hen I came forth out of Egypt • • • end it shtil l Le 

when thy son asketh in time to come , a~ing : What is t his? 

tha t thou sbal t s ay Wlto him : 'iJy e tren@t h of buud Jahveb br ought 

us up out of Et;Yr.t ••• " This t each in@ to t e e children mbrks 

the climax of the importance ~f tLe rucodue t r bdit i on . 

The place o :· tt:e ~,xodue in t. he three l' il ~rim ~e&flte ie ob

v io~sly and clebr l y an import lillt one . 4ltbou~b none of t bem •as 

or1@inally aesociuted ~i th that event . eventu~l ly all tb r ee came 

to b e . The ir reint ornre' t tition :f::om pu~~n ritublB to histor i chl 

f e etivt:Lle i s entirely bdFed uron the del i ver ance from E~ypt . 

Apparen~ly , no more i cnpo:rt a.nt event existed upon • hicb to ba se 

them . We must &leo note tha t i n each o~se, the re inter pretation 

came after th e &xile . Thie fao t i s certainly in agr eement with 

our earl ier c'nclueion t hat t he influen ce of tr.~ ~xodua per iod 

was even mor e vital in t he liv es of the ncopl e at that t i me i n 

Israelitiab history than ever be!or e. 

138 . Ex . 13 . 8 -10 . 14 - lo • ~eut. 6 . 20- 25 . 

.• 
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Conolu.sion . 

We have t raced tte intereet of Bi blical writer s in the 

Exodus through t he canon of the Old Testament . That the event 

loomed large i n the ir eyes canuot be a oub ted. Before , during , 

and a f ter the Ex ile it wae used with telling fo rce to drive home 

the ideology of t hoee Yiho wr ote of i t . In all e.e ee , H Per ved 

to ma gnify the greutne s e a nd the po\Wer of Ja hveh . J and E, in 

r ecording the actual t r ad ition emphas ize this ~oint constantly 

in their a ccount s. a e does P some four centuries l oter . We a l s o 

find the same uee made of t be &xodue by the authors of De• teron

omy . And in the Psalms , too , const an t r e f erence is made to it 

for t his purpose . 

In t he wri~ings of pre- Exilic authors , we :ind tbree points 

emphas ized with re@ard t o t he 3xodue. 1. The c o,enan t between 

Jahveh and I s r ael dates from Egypt or Sinai --noted in J and E, 

and a l so in 6.mos , Hosea , and Piret Isaiah. 2 . Israel' s his~ory 

ae a people began in Egypt - - noted especially in Hosea . 3 . The 

people tave pr oven disloyal to Jahveh. esFeci ally to be cond emned 

in face of Bia k i ndness to them in br iufing them out of ~g~r-pt-

noted in AIDoa. Jer~miah , and the 3 2 writer. 

The purpose fo r which the narr at ion of t l:.e i nc io ente of 

U:e hodus is included in .c;xilio and poet - Exilic writ era ie some 

wbs.t di ffer~ :1t . Fir st , the or i @inal ~odua off ere the hope of 

a Neff EJtodue, so 13ro.minently expr eased by Jeremi tsh , ll: zekiel , aud 

Deutero-Iaaiab . With the peopl e in &cile , tee ~odua f rom Egypt 

served as a means of buoyin~ up hope for a aec .:>nd such r edemption. 
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Second, a New Covenant ie to be m&de et the same time that this 

second Exodus is to be accomulished--a covenant after the manner 

of the f irst , with certa in differences that have been noted . 

This idea is almost who lly confi ned to Jeremiah . Third , t he mem

ory of t be Exodus served as a ~otent meo.ne of r evivi ng the fa ith 

and hopes of t he people. Jahveh was indeed powerful : He had 

manifested thie power once . lie would do so a~ain . The larger 

number of references of thiE type are c ontained in t he Psalms . 

Fourth, the ~xodue eer ved as the baeie for the obeeT\·uuce of the 

laws tind inst itutious in lll hicb the writer s were int erested . 

This was la r gely to be f ound in P , but t he ~xodue alEo s erved 

to mo ti v&te the oliservtillce of certain bum&.ni tarian laws ue we 

disco vered fr:>m our study of Ueuteronomy . ;Jld fifth , t h e re- • 

in~erpretat ion of the three Pilgrim A'ee.sts as historical rather 

than agricultural fest i val s is based u~on ttis important event 

in Israelitieh history . 

I n addit i on to these va ried uses to v tich the Exodus was 

~ut by Eiblical writers, the re mus t be edd ed th,se purposes 

wh i ch it ser ved t ha t are found solely in the Book of Deuter

onomy . Here, the power &.nd kindness of Jah~eh, de~monstrated 

by Hie act of br inging Israel out of Egypt caused that nation 

to incur a resnonsibility to Him . ae a r esult of q1e act ion , 

be had a ri ght to ex~ect the loybl ty and t be ~ratitude of Hie 

people. 

One otb<:: r intereeting b it of infor mation v:as forthcoming 

as a result ot our etudy. It was found t hat an unusually lar~e 

number of the references to tl::e 1Sxodu.e were writt en late in the 



history of Israel . It seems that the Exodus s r adUb.lly assume d 

a greeter significance as the year s p&seed . Although there is 

no lack of mater ial in the pre-Exil1c authors--J and .t!! were 

themselves before t hat event--it is r eally during and after the 

Exile t hat the &codus assumes its gre~Jtest significance. This 

is no doub t due to two causes . On the one hbud, the l e gends 

of t he event had probably not yet been cr ystalli zed bs tee time 

these ear lie r authore wr,te . On the othe r h &.l1d, its greater 

significance after the Exile is doubtlessly also due to the fact 

that tte Exile caus ed the thour.hte of !lll to be -: irected t o an 

analegoue situation; namely, th!it other pe r iod ~f Iere.el'e his

t or y during which the -people were ou·side the land . At s uch e _. 

time, t he peych~lo oical causes were present. and e ~rest er inter

est in tbe ~o'l: er of Ja ht'eh E.S evidenced i n a Fimila r ei tu&tion 

ie to be expec t ed . 

There can, t hen, be l i tle do ubt concerning t te influence 

of the Axodus upon I e r &e l. ~s a final summation, ve ouote f r om 

Dr . Henry Englander's study of tbe st:.me lllbterial. Se writes: 

"In view , then , of t he in~luenoe ~f the Exodus &e exhi lited in 

Biblical literature ~lone, t !!e ~ta t ement made a t t be be~ inn in.g 

of t his paper may fairly be reaf'fir med ; n umely, t bst this pe r i od 

of b.istory exer cised a mort nrofound influence in the r e ligious 

and s oc i al o e~elopment of lErael . Consc iously or unconeciouely, 

it helped to tn ~mld t he tbourat , li1e , ~d lefislution of t~e 

'Pe :>Fle of t be .B~ok' . As a eanct i on f;>r tl1 e new l ev.e ~md in

et i t ut i ons devel oping fr om ~e to efe, as a ~ ~urce f hope and 

enc ouragement in times of o~pre eeiin , es a memory in•oked to in

s-oire an unfa ltering trust in tbe bene fic ent wo r kin t:a of a 
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divine pr ovidence, aid as a p o~erful pl ea to r emember and :ful -

fill our social obligation s to those less for tUl'ltite than ourselves , 

the Exodus , as a pe riod of histor y that uro j ec ted its influence 
139 

far into t he f uture , stands unioue in the annal s of I Frael " . 

139 . Engl&nder . "The 3xodue in the Bible" . Studies in Je•·ieh 
Literature. p . 114 . 
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