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The DISCORSO CIRCA IL STATO DEGLI HEBREI (1638) of the Italian Rabbi
Simeone (Simha ben Isaac) Luzzatto with an introduction on the life and
works of the author.

This thesis contains an introduction to, and a translation oth
the famous political-sconomic polemic tractate of Luzzatto. The author
discusses the political and economic situation of the Venetian Jew and
attempts to prove the value of the Jew to the Venetian state.

The first nine considerasioni (50 the chapters are called) offer
a defense of the Hebrews - the word "Jes" is not used - from the economic
point of view. The laet nine chapters offer an apclogetic essay based on
moral, historical, and rational grounds.

The first considerazione discusses the advantages accruing to a
nation from commerce and trade. The Venetimns have willingly renounced their
own participation in trade once their flortunes are mamde. They no longer
wish to risk their lives and possessicns on the high seas but seek more stable
forme of wealth. Since this is the situation, the argument is not whether the
Venetians should let commerce fall entirely into the hands of foreigners, but
rather whether the Jews or other foreigners in place of the Jews should direct it.

In the sixth considerazione Luzzatto shows that the Jews, forbiddem

to engage in the professions, trades, and agriculture, further the division of
labor by their being restricted to commerce. This division of labor is bemeficial
to the state, for it tends toward the perfection of individual skills and reduces
the possibilities of differences among the citizens. In the seventh considerasione
it is pointed out that it is not good for wealth to be concentrated in a few hands.
And trade and commerce are the best possible means to bring sbout a more or less
equitable distribution of wealth.

The following chapter lists the various taxes paid annually by the
Habrews. The ninth discusses the banchi di pegno maintained by the Hebrews.
The eleventh chapter gives a keanly drawn sketch of the Hebrew character. Usury

is the subject of the twelfth considerazione.
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In the fourteenth chapter the aversion of the Hebrews to proselytism

is mccentuated. This aversion acts as a detsrrent to religious wars, for the
Hebrew is directed by his religious laws to leve his non-Jewish neighbor and
to diffuse the knowledge of God, but not to insist upon the comversion of others
to t.ie Hebrew faith.
In the fifteenth chapter the author seeks to refute the accusations

levied by Tacitus against the Helrews. The sixteenth chapter provides a
brief résumé of Jewish literary history. The detrimental force of dispersion
upon a people's creativity and literary output is emphasized.

Chapter seventeen is a survey of the position of the Hebrews in the
various ocountries of the Bisapora.

In the closing considerazione the suthor offers statisties, though not
very reliable, on the distribution of the Hebrews in the various countries of

the world.
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INTRODUCTION

Before the publication of Cecil Roth's detailed
history of the Jews of Vbnicel there was very little
authoritative information available with regard to the
Jewish commnity of ¢that city. Histories of Venice
make only scattered mention of the Jewish settlement there.

Cappelletti in his Storia della repubblica di v(;hezig

gives an entire chapter (bk.33, ch.37) to the subject, but
his manifest antisemitic bias makes us approach the work
with ceution,

Though no doubt Jews may have passed through the
realm at an earlier date, the first document which iden=-
tifies the Jews with Venice is dated 945. It is a decree
issued by the ¥enetian Senate, which forbade any Venetian
vessel to take aboard any Jewish or non-Jewish merchant
that might be encountered in voyages to the Orient. How=-
ever Venice was the crossroad of European trade, and it
was inevitable that the Jews would pass through the city
from time to time on their Jjourneys to and from the East,
Gradually a Jewish community arose, which in 1152 numbered
about thirteen hundred., These Jews were kept out of Venice
proper and were forced to conduct their affairs on the island
of Spinalunga, opposite San Merco. This bit of swampy waste-
land received the name Giudecca, a word appearing in a docu-
ment in 1252, (The word has been offered as a possible etymon
for giudeo, "Jew.") In 1290 it was decreed that the Jews

pay an export tax and import tax of five per cent on all
their merchandise that passed through the dominion. No
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restrictive regulations appear to have been promulgated
against the Jews during the first two hundred years of
their settlement. In fact from 1317 on Jewish doctors
are found among the crews of Venetian boats.

However, the end of the fourteenth century ushered
in the beginning of discriminatory legislation affecting the
Jews, and in 1374 we find <the Jews' being granted a five-
year period of residence in the city. In return they were
to make certain ronetary contributions and to open five

banchi di pegno (pawnshops). Their residence was later ex-

tended to 1387. The previous year the Jewish community had
acquired 2 burial ground in the Lido district.

As was to be expected, Christian merchants soon
began to complain of Jewish rivaelry, ané the Senate set a
date for exmulsion: 1396, The Jews were granted the right,
however, to live in Mestre, on the outskirts of the city.
But in order to $ransact commercial affairs they were
granted the right to visit the city for fifteen-day periods,
The Jews circumvented this decree by coming to Venice for the
pernitted period, returning to lMestre for one day, and then
journeying back to the c¢ity. Then,in 14L09,the Senate
ruled that an interval of four months had to elapse between
visits. No doubt Judaeo-Christian relationships were on the
increase, for, in 1424, severe penalties were announced for
eny Jews who had relations with Christian women,

An unsuccessful attempt was made early in the fifteent!
century to oren a synagogue, and the year 1443 marked the

first czppearance of the Jewish badge in Venice. The wearing
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of a red cap succeeded the yellow badge.

The Jews must have entered the cultural life of the
city, for, in 1443, they were forbidden to open for the
convenience of Christians any school of singing, dancing,
etc. The Jews seem to have also directed schools which
taught certain doctrinae, the nature of which is unknown.

April 10, 1516 marks a memorable and sad date in
Jewish history, for on that day, the day immediately following
the feast of Pentecost, the Jews had to move to a restricted
place of residencej the first ghett02 « (The idea of Jewish
segregation was not a new one, for already in 1179 the Third
Lateran Council prohibited Jews and Christians to live together,
a prohibition which was not strictly enforved.,) In 80 a mass
of false testimony caused the condemnation to death of eight
Jews.

An order for a mass expulsion was announced in 1511 but
was never carried out, and,in 1515, Jews were permitted to
open new shops on the Rialto for the purpose of selling silk
cloths,

The banishment from Spain brought a great increase
in the Jewish population, as was to be expected, but the en-
larged number only incited still further the jealousy of the
non-Jews who were business competitors of the Jews. It was
not long before the Jews were ordered herded hﬂpone quarter
of the city, near San Geremia, in the Ghetto Nuovo, a swampy,
unhealthy district, situated at a distance from San Marco.

Again,in 1527, enother mass expulsion was planned but never
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executed, In 1541, the influx of Levantine Jews brought about
an augmentation in the area of the ghetto.

The relatively new art of printing had its Jewish
devotees, but here,too, the Jews must have provided compe-
tition for the Christians; for, in 1566, the right to engage
in that calling was taken away.

The great naval viectory at Lema’ o, in which the
Holy League (including Pope Pius V, Venice, Spain, Genoa,
Savoy, and other Italian #ates) almost completely destroyed
the Turkish fleet under Ali Pasha, was almost an indirect

cause fTor a nrojected expulsion of the Jews. The Senate
believed the banishing of the Jewish population would be a
fitting tribute to God for the vﬁctory Just geined. Further,
the Venetians thought that the Jews had abetted the Turks
through their relations with the Jewish favorite of the
Turkish court, Joseph Nasi., The Jews began to prepare for
a huge migration fram o city im which they had, despite
certein setbacks, come to consider a sigimificant and
permanent seet of both Jewish learning and trade. But
political considerations turned the matter in favor of the
Jews, and, suddenly, on July 7, 1573, the Senate revoked its
decree of expulsion. Francesco Barbaro, returning from the
Turkish court witli ¢ treety of neace, pointed out to the
Senate that an expulsion of Jews would strengthen the Turks
by the new immigration into their lands (as had the mrevious

benishment from Srain), and anger the Jewish party,which

was in great favor at the Turkish court, despite the loss of
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influence by Joseph Nasi. But no doubt money bribes also
entered into the story.

After this last threat the Jewish community appears
to have entered upon a period of comparative celm in the
seventeenth century. Favorable external conditions naturally
gave an impetus to Jewish studies even within the close
quarters of the ghetto. This was the perio¢ when two out-
standing Jewish luminaries made their zppearance on the
Venetian scene: Simeone Luzzatto and Leone da liodena.

Freed from physical strein, the wealth of the
Jewish community increased, and with wealth came & desire
for luxurious living. The rabbis of the time fulmincted
against the youth of the city who preferred staying outside
the synagogue doors,to ogle the women who came to pray. Many
young men became devotees of the theater esteblished within the

in his Riti ebraici,
ghetto by Leone éa liddena. And from Leone himself/we learn

that his co-religionists in Venice had slipped somewhat

from the orthodox norm of the other Jews of Burope, The
fascinating career of Leone reveals to us the change that

had come into the life of the Venetian Jew, Leone was a
gembler, a patron of the dreme and music. An Itaelien rabbi,

a popular preacher, and a scholar, he was also the leading
spirit in the Musical Academy which flourished in the ghetto.
fere then was the milieu in which Simeone Luzzatto worked

and wrote.
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Simeone (Simhah ben Isaac 3) Luzzatto was born
circa 1580, While still a young man he acquired for himself
a reputation as a capable public speaker, In 1606, he wrote
the Mishan Hhximh, a responsum concerning the mikveh of
Rovigo. Other responsa by Luzzatto appeared in the Nachalat

the
Ya'skob, the Pahaé Yitzhak, and/Debar Sh'muel .
Lampronti, the compiler of the .ahad Yitzhak, tells

of a responsum by Luzzatto in which the Venetian rebbi stated
thet it was permissible to ride in & gondocla on the Sabbath,
This ruling was suppressed by the Rebbinical Academy of
Venice not beczuse its author's ruling was not acceptable
or based on deductions derived correctly from the Talmud, but
from the fear that the Jewish community; receiving this
permission, might go ahead and take further liberties on the
Sabbath on the basis of analogies derived from this liberal
responsum,

Iunzzatto together with Leone da Modena occupied
the rabbinste of Venice. They are seid to haw written a joint
work in which they refuted the claims of the Karaitess. How=
ever, the work is not extant,

Luzzatto's learning wes not limited to the rabbiniec
Tield, for his Italien works, the Socrate (Venice, 1651) and
the Discorso reveal a broad acquaintance with secular
learning, particularly classical literature,

The Socrate discloses a keen, liberal mind, ready to
examine and test feirly all ideas and views. In this work
Luzzatto seeks to conciliate faith and reason, to prove the

weakness of human reason when not buttressed by divine
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revelation. In form the book is a parable with the author
voicing his ewn thoughts through Socrates. Reason has long
been held a prisoner by Orthodox Authority.and appeals to
the Academy of Delphi to set her free. This the Academy
does, despite the counterarguments offered by Aristotle and
Pythagoras against permitting unbridled Reason to roam the
earth, Then when unrestrained Reason perrorms as predicted
by Aristotle and Pythagoras, Socrates advises that Reason
be joined with Revelation.

In the Discorso Iuzzatto refers to another work,

a Trattato dell'opinioni e dogmi degli Hebrei dall'universal

non dissonanti e de riti loro pid principali.” This volume,

like that on the Karaites, is not extant., It has been held
by some that though Luzzatto intended to write this treatise,
the plan never came to fruitiom.
* % %
The Discorso falls naturally into two divisions. The

first nine copnsiderazioni (so the chapters are called) offer

a2 defense of the Hebrews - the word"Jew" 1is not used =
from the economic point of view. The last nine chapters
offer an apologetic essay based on moral, historical, and
rational grounds, In the first pagt Luzzatto is the true
economic historian, and it is this section which forms the
kernel of the book and offers the material most interesting
to the student of Jewish history.

The first considerazione discusses the advantages

aceruing to a nation from commerce and trade. Trade increases

the tax income; the importing of foreipgn goods leads to the
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embellishment of life; raw products provide work; and commer-

cial relations with foreign countries lessen the possibility

of war. Much of the volume of trade is in the hands of the

Hebrews, a fact which is criticized by many. waever, the

Venetians have willingly renounced their own participation

in trade once they have made their fortunes. They now prefer

the calm life and invest their money in .ore stable forms of

wealth, They no longer wish to risk their lives and possessions

on the high seas. Since this is the situation, the argument

is not whether the Venetians should let commerce fall entirely

into the hands of foreigners,but rather whether the Jews or

other foreigners in place of the Jews should direct it.
Foreigners other than Jews,once they have made

their fortunes, usually gether up their wealth and return

to, or send their money to, their native lands. On the

other hand, the country-less Jews do not withdraw their

money from the Venétian economy. Non-Jewish foreigners often

involve the state in litigation with their owvn governments,

The Jews cannot do this.

In the sixth considerazione ILuzzatto shows thlat

the Jews, forbidden to engare in the professions, trades,
and agriculture, furiher the division of labor by being
restricted to commerce. This division of labor is bene-
ficial to the state, for it tends toward the perfection of
individual skills and reduces the possibilities of differ-
ences among the citizens. In addition, when men are engaged
in callings which are opposeg each to the other, there is

less chance that they may ally themselves in an uprising
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against the government.

In the seventh considerazione it is pointed out that
it is not good for wealth to be cponcentrated in a few hands,
And trade gné commerce are the best possible means to bring
about 2 more or less equitable distribution of wealth.

The following chapter lists the varioys taxes paid
annually by the Hebrews. The ninth discu: ses the bapchi di
pegno maintained by the Hebrews. The eleventh chapter gives
a keenly drawvn sketch of the Hebrew character,

Usury is the subject of the twelfth considerazione.

The author maintains that usury is morally hateful but
economically necessary, Further, the Hebrews were driven
to the practice through oppressive laws and not drawn to it
through voluntary action.

In chapter fourteen nuzzatgo an unusual argument -
one which he believes should bring about a receptive atti-
tude toward the Hebrews: their aversion to proselytism.
This aversion acty as a deterrent to religious wars, for
the Hebrew is directed by his religious laws to loye his
non-Jewish neighbor and to diffuse the knowledge of God,

but not to insist upon the conversion of others to the
Hebrew faith,

In the rifteenth chapter the author seeks to
refute the accusations levied by Tacitus sgainst the
Hebrews. Though many of these attacks may be based only
upon legends, yet, seys uzzstie, even o legené mny have
some grain of truth hidden within it. Therefore it is

necegsary t, refute it. The sixteenth chapter: pro-




videg a brief resume of Jewish literary history. The
detrimental force of dispersion upon & people's creativity
and literary output is emphasized.

Chapter seventeen is a survey of the position of
the Hebrews in the various coyntries of the Disapora,
Luzzatto seems most modern when he explains how economic
causes lead a ruler to expel the Hebrev . from one city in
a given country and allow them to remein in another,

In the closing gonsiderazjone the author offers
statisties, though not very reliable, on the distribution

of the Hebrews in the various countries of the world.

* Xk %
~—

In conclusion, a sijfniricant point must be indicated.
Luzzatto does not attempt td defend the Jews on theological
grounds ., Not one rabbinic authority or reference is cited.s8
The author prefers to rely upon historical and economiec
arguments alone. This method of handling the problem of
Jewish apologetics is most modern and adds inestimably

to the value of the work. It is not surprising thqn

that Roth in his History of the Jews of Italy terms the

Discorso "one of the most memorable contributions to
Jewish apologetic literature" and adds that it ™"anticipated

or inspired most subsecuent publications of the sort." 7

* X *

|



NOTES
1, Venice, Philadelphie, Jewish Publication Society, 1930.
2, For origin of the word ghetto, v. Roth, op.ceit., p.53n.
=g

3. The Hebrew name is found in many hasknmgh, but in Italian
he celled himself Simeone or Simone.

Le B'4 jyws, Fulcrum ac%uae Resp. seu dissertatio de balneo,
adjecta expositione locl Mishnae, in 1liby, al¥nia nyyp

(Steinschneider, Catalogus Librorum Hebrs orum in
Bibliotheca Bodlelana...Beriin, Friedlamdler, 1552-60;
column 2597, entry no. 7191.)

5« Wolf, J.C., Bibliotheca Hebraea, Hamburg, Liebezeit,
1715"33. ll-voc H ’ +

6. V. title page, also pp. 58, 9la.
7. Philadelphia, Jewish Publication Society, 1946; p.397.
8. But there are rare references to rabbinic corment on

Biblical verses, Lt

V. D.53b,54b,

TRANSLATOR 'S NOTE
In the translation of the Discorso, the word "Nation"

always refers to the "Hebrew Nation"; the word "City" , to

Venice. Considerazioni XV and XVI, omitted here, will be

translated shortly as an addition to this thesis.

* ¥ ¥




DISCOULSE
ON_THI; STATS OF THE JEBWS

end in particuler, those

living in the famous city
of VENICE -

by SIFLONL LUZ4~TTO,
Hebrew Rebbi

And there is an appendix to the Treatise con-
cerning the opinions and dogmas of the Jews
vhich do not differ from the universzl, and
concerring their more principzl rites.

11 ValICB, IDCAXXVIII
-o—
At Cioznne Cezlleoni's

vith the license of
the Superiors.




THE OF TRUTH
I have not thought it proper that a sketched portrait

ought to obtain a greater patronage than that which its ore
iginal has ever, for any length of time, been able to win.
Deprived of any special protector, the Hebrew mltiouil wan-
dering and scattered; and in like fashion, without any par-
ticuhr support to which it may be recommended, the present
D}‘ ouree has ventured into the light of the World. I dare,
neglected and unarmed with ornate phrasing, to invite it to
your noble presence, being conscious of how agreeable sim-
Plicity is to the cultivators of unconquerable truth to which
even nudity itself brings greatest delight and pleasure, I
do not demend from you undue favor and extorted applsuse,
knowing how unworthy and deserved it is, but rather a very
candid and straight judgment for that which it argues. And
if one be permitted to compare small and obscure things with
great and illustrious ones, I conceive for it hope of some
prosperous result., For if the little babdby Moses, who later
became a celebrated legislator, having been exposed by his
mother to the currents of the River Nile, chanced to meet
with the daughter of the enemy and tyrant king, Pharaoh, who
had compassion on the weeping little boy and saved him from
imminent submersion and freely had him educated in the Royal
House, then who knows whether a not quite_dinlnilar success
is about to happen to this recent newborn baby and abandoned
of fepring when one considers that it was born under the most
benign and mild Venetian skyz On meeting with some of those
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most noble heroes with which the famous City so greatly
abounds, princes not only through birth, but much more
through the ornament of royal virtues, it may be benignly
gathered in and sheltered, and perhaps with favorable pro-
tection from the rigorous censures of more & vere and aus-

tere judges, if not championed, at least it may be excused.




PREFACE TO THE ENTIRE WORK
(5) The Hebrew nation, which in past centuries was so

greatly celebrated and illustrious through human prosperity
end divine favors, is now thus known, on the contrary, through

calamities, as well as by the continued and constant tolerance

of them, zmong vhich not the least is the lack of those déetrims

and learning vhich it would have needed in orde~ to expose and
manifest itself to the sincere judgment of the most prudent,
by the cutting down and brezking off of those infar ous and ly=-
ing slurs that the conditions of the times and the derision of
the most vulgar have woven about it. For which purpose, with
thet minimun of talent that Divine Yajesty has gr]ted me, 1
have proposed to form a compendious, but true account of its
principles, rites 2nd most cormon opinions, which do not dis-
agree with or differ from common usage. In this task, I have
tried with all my power (although I am of that nation) to ab-
stzin from eny feelings or desires which could make me deviate
from the truth, Thus I hope to find = just reader, who, free
of a11 fixed and premeditezted judgment, will not follow the
cormon a stom of approving and thinking well only (5b) of
fortunate and happy reople, and always darning the beaten and
afflicted, but he will, with correct judgment, ® nsider care=-
fully what my imperfection has dictated to me in such a plan.
I will leave off corsidering at length the artiquity of the
race, the unmixed blood preserved for so long a time, the ten-
acity of rites and beliefs, the inflexibility in oppressions.
I will add only to my above-mentioned plan the exposition of

some profits that the febrew nation living in the famous City

—
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of Venice brings to it, not naving in this any intention to
show to others an arbitious display of useful things or emolu-
re nts, but solely to show that the above-mentioned nation is
not a quite useless part of the common people of the above-men=-
tioned city. Thus those least informed about the affzirs of
the world will be partly informed as to what may be the true
motives and impulses which dispose the most pruder. znd just
Tepublic to grant ard assign to the nation a safe domicile and
res idence in such a noble emporium and illustrious City and,
vith paternal protection, deferd it from the insults of others.

With svech information I hope the above-nentioned persons
will become towerd the Tation not only less contumacious, but,
in addition, somewhat plecid and friendly. If in conformity
with the erndition of humen fragility there happen to be found
in the nation some criminals and scoundrels, not for that rea-
son ought (6) the pure affection thzt the gener:l population
of the lebrews holds tovard its most clemert Frince be ob-
scured and defemed; neither ought one to fear and suspect that
public indigns tion will be stirred up. ZEven well cultivated
eirth, together with the hirvest, produces useless «nd pernie-
cious veeds, znd not for such & czure does the prudent farmer
gbzndon the irmmoderzte ard luxuriznt soil. !e tears out the
ill-born rlents; he continves his difficult lzbor in caring
for the good &nd szving the useful.

“Moever is skilled in human events is sufficiently in-
forrmed thi:t the quelity of evil is mich rore easily felt than

that of good, for evil is & deviation and irregularity, away




from the curtormery order and norm, snd it is noticed by every-
one, but the good is & continuous progress in conformity with
the continuity of things formerly constituted, Thus it is harde-
ly obrerved even by wire men. Infirmity czused by intemperance
znd chenge suddenly asseiling us di sturbs us, whereas the value
of health cen be understood by reasoning alone ardi by compar=-
ison with its oprosites. Those who nuvigate with the current,
erd therefore trevel with grezt speed, dc not notice their
swift movenent, but should some pzuse or slight impediment
corme ehout, they suddenly feel the agitation and violent shak-
ings. Thus by some, the crimes of a few of this nation (6b)
zre exagrerated into intolersble misfortunes and unbearable
czlemities. Tut the ordinary cormodities and profits which are
derived from them, &s insensible things and unknown, are passed
over and neglected. For vhich reccon the prudent reader will
not 1e agrrieved if I expard somevhat on this subject, since

it is the lesst frequented and observed. If some fragment of
ercient stetuary, beeccuse it wes by Fhidias or Lysippus, would
heve beer elaborzted upon in the presence of a curious anti-
quariah, the comment would be of some velue. Therefore, the
rernant of the cncient Yebrew people ought not to be entirely
loathed, even though it be deforred by travails znd disfigured
by lonr ceptivity, since, by cormon accord of men, & long time
zrao thet Teople took its forr of Gnverament and way of life

“rom the Grectest Workren.

S —
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(7) INTRODUCTION TO THIS ThIATISE

———— e

The Febrews bring considerable emolument to the famous
City of Venice. That, in like menner, they can be numbered zmong
the integrating portions of its cormon people, I should not think
e rash and unharmonious rrovosition thet could offend the del-
icate feelings of even the most secrupulous minds., While one
finds that the Stoics, among the femous ancient philosophers,

ez perly desired to affirm that the sun, moon &nd other stars fed

and nurtured themselves from the vapor of this, our low terres-
tic 1 Globe, so Democritus &rd Leucipyus dared to say that the ;
vorld, so greet end orncte, did not have indivisible and insen-
sible elements which compose it. If this opinion weés damned,

that censure care more through the casuzl coupling of those

srm=11 todies afTirred by those philosorhers thar through the
ebsurdity of thzt construection. In like menner, it may be licit
rnd ®rmitted to the Hebrew nation to corpsre itself to the ztom
of Deroeritus in presumin~ itself & perticle of such a numer-
ous population znd 2 tenuous and terrestirl exhalction which
eortire to lend tribute ard nourishnent to the sublirnity of the
public trecsury. Yingdoms sre like the (7b) heavenly 'ilky Wey

vhieh ayprears to our eyes as a concourse of most minute stors.

Breh one is invisible to us by itself, but united form a great
syveep of lirht and splendor. Thus great Zmpires result from

the ninutize of diverse populationsy and cannot likewise deny .t~
the sbundrnece of tolls contributed to the public treasury would
zllevicte in prest part the sibjects end those weighed down with

cxer £nd Burdens, The sen, vhen it is swollen with water,
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receives int» itself the rivers vwhich flow into it, but both
rerein equally inereased. Put when the sez is in & diminished
cordition, the lergser rivers disgorging into it have its own
ve.ters diminished, and the smaller rivers zre entirely dried
up. OSo our storech acts vhen it suffers z poverty of food,
with the accompenying pain and traveil of the other mar bers.

It nourishes itrself with humors apj;ropriate to it. On the con-
trary, with an sbundance of nourishment, not only is the de=-
rredetion lescened, but it diffuses to the onther nerbers its
own &bundence, In the same manner, the multiplicity of tolls
and corriere Tees not only liberates the people from the vex-
ation of texes ard contritutions which, in order to supply
hir urpgencies znd needs the IFrince would be obliged to collect,
bt it vould draw up f»r hin the zbundznce of public money -
vhieh is not & little useful,

Civil exrerience tecches that the Cities vhich flourish
vith 2bundant correrce f£ind their veople in great pazrt re-
lieved of extraordincry (&) burdens znd exorbitant tributes,
T™he I.orxns, thougn politicizns 2-°d mederctes, even imposed &
% on humir exererent, extended ever te thet of ugly znimls,
czlled the tex of "Griszpiro", REven disgraceful and obscene
oreretions contributed to erriching their treasury. The pros-
titutes and other infamous peoyle contributed to the public
fnds 2 portion of their ignominious gain. There was also
the cepitael tex on the lowvert class of the populace inmposed
by the same Romans. These are zll menners of extractions and

extortions abhorred by Venetien magnanimity and grandeur vhich

—— et
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has the cvstom of texing only the industry of men and not their
lives, to punish vices and not to profit from them. All this
hes come to pess principally through its modercte government

but is, in part, helped by the zbundance of emoluments that mer-

cartile business and maritime traffic bring with thenm.

Considerzction 1.
Concerning the berefit of Cormerce.

Huren cormfort is nothirg but 2 couplins of our recipro=-

ccl needs or pleccures, and an 2lterncte contrezction of zbun-
dence ené wvarts, Yhet the roralist (8b) ecslls superfluities,
luxuries ond vein objects of our ovidity, the politiciens af-
firrm to be the foundztions aznd elements of comrerce, the assail-
tnte of zverice, equalizers of the human stzte, the tenacious
knot & d glue vhich joins the ends of the world; the precious
metel and jevels ere superfluous, the aromes and spices not
necesszry to the cyniczl znd solitary life (and not even now
for civil and political life). Tut these zre not only necess-
ery for the zbove-mentioned emolurents, but even with the truns-
rortetion of trevelings vrres, convey customs, arts, doctrines,
snd hurarity itself. Greece, mistress of lezrning, had as

te: chers of the zlphabet, the Tyrisr merchants. Ireviously ig-
norcnce =rnd berbherity derlrened everytihing.

Tut to eome to the perticular treatise that I have pro=-
vosed, I scy thnt arong the zdventages and berefits that the
Hehrew 2z2tion brings to thebity of Venice, the yrircipal one
is the profit thit results from rerecantile pursuits, & pro=-

fession 2lmost its own. PFror this pursuit, five important
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benefits accrue to thdCity. Tirst, the increase of public en-
trence and exit tolls . Second, the transportation of various
werrss from remote countries, wares not only for human necessi-
ties, but for the ornarentztion of civil 1life. three, furnish-
ing (9) meterizls in great sbundance to workers and artisans,
evch &8s wool, silk, cottons, and the like, around which the in-
dvetry of workren is supported without ary tumultuary conmo-
tion because of lack of food. Fourth, the rzpid sale of so
meny febriceted and elaborzte articles in theCity, articles by
vhich so rany thousznds of persons support themselves, Fifth,
correrce znd recirrocel trede, which is the foundation of peace
erd guiet arong contipuovs peoples, for Irinces are moved to
reke v r more often by the inclinztiorn of the people than the
reople are perrucded to teke up erms by the Frinces. ZEgypt
and Syria never zrned themselves against Italy, but certainly
the Furbery coast wes always in open war with Italy, or it was
en infernous nest of pirates ermed te the hurt of Italy beczuse
there hed never been any com erce or important businesﬂhetween
these peoples, vherefore Virgil szid of the swuime peoples liullus
zpor populis, nec fueder: sunt. 7This condition obtained in
every certury. To this trzffic, the Melrews c.ntribute by the
industry of their persons znd the use of their fortunes, vhere-
fore in the present tirme with great floridness and frequency
pirt of the corrercirl lie resides with the Hebrew nztion.
Tut bteczuse there hias never been any evidence £o cextein thet

huren indvetry does not find an oprortunity to oprose it, there

- . -
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are some vho rise up (9b) t- szy that the Yebrews were not the
introducers and carriers of merchandise and comrerce but rather
vere the usurpers of these, 2nd that formerly vhile the city
flourished in business, affairs were managed by its ovn citi-
zers, erd the Tebrews in the course of time made themselves, in
gre:t ra t, the arbiters and masters of this traffic with ~ grezt
loss to the citizens and the City itself., Theyr add that it was
not those Mebrews who brought in the werer, but the mervelous
locetion of the City, the comrodiousness of the seaport, the
rroxirity of nevigaelle rivers, the nearness to Germany, that the
freedom of living, the security of wealth, the sbundance and
rerfection of the #rts vere the true attractions, and without the
industrious vigilance of the Yebrevs, &ll would have come nec-
esserily into the nords of its own citizens. One cannot endure,
by any reason &t £11, thet the Febrews, as perpetual outsiders,
should heve eqgyri lized their prsition in rerceantile pursvits
(rmong 211 the Y“onorsble and profitable pr-fessions) with that
oF t-e citizens vho joined themselves to the City through the
10scesrion of stable weslth znd other perticular prerog:tives,
There is this or that sprecious reascn which may be stirred up
by less vulgar persons ageinst the lation. Their fallacy will
be mcde rerifest vhen, from the highest jyrinciple, one will be-
tzke oneself to consider the course of human affzirs (10) and
hor the chenge of assiduity and erployment of citizens depends

on the changed and vuried stete and condition of thd‘:ity.

o
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CONISIDERATIGN II

That & grezt -part of the traffic is in
the hends of foreigners.

As ruch s the mercantile pursuit is commendable in it-
self, useful through thet which it ccontrols, and profitable
to the City vherein it is cearried on, it is always burden-
some &nd very dangerous and entails the risking of <crsons
end means to the precipitations of long journeys, laborious
voyepes, &nd dubious trusts. Vherefore everyv merchant has
e the zir and gozl of his treffic the cessation of business
ard rest. Then after having amassed suitable riches, he is
able t-~ enjoy his acquisitions in guiet and trahquility. He
invests ther in stabie wealth and loczl incomes, which are
for from the insulte of fite. This he seeks not only for him-
self, but much more for his children and successors, in the
belief that since they are unpractical and inexp;rikd;ed.
they may loose what has already been acquired by him ;1th ine
stinct ard work., For that further reason he burdens his own
veelth with various irpediments such as deeds of trust, pri-
mogenitures, end similar conuapions, and in this way, he
leads awey his own descerdants (1@B) from the work of trade.
Eecause of thet actiorn it hapiens thiet cities become great and
rowerful through the traffic of their own citizens, because
of the investments of stable property, menufactories of sump=-
tuous buildings, purcheses of valuable household goods and
urban occupations, - with the result that trade falls into the

hands of Toreigners and strangers, who have been thrust into

—
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the City because of the straits of life in their native lands,
or who have been attracted by the greed of gain.

Yany examples of this could be adduced, but sufficient
for our purpose is the single City of Venice, which has become
the most celebrated emporium of the entire world because of
the traffic of its citizens. Their voyaging to the Levant ex-
tended not only to the farthest recess the Palus lMaeotis (Sea
of Azar) but scoured the vhole western Yediterranean. Going
beyond the narrows of the southern part, they found the black
BEthiopieans, and they penetrated toward the north to the dis-
tunt ports of l'oscow end Tertary in such a way that they would
have been commended by the first soldiers of fortune who left
&n oprortunity to their decendants through the discovery of
nev regions and countries, &s in the voyzges and navigations

of Yosto, Quirini, Darbaro, and larco Folo, patricians of this

City. But eftervards, when the !'nst Serene Hepublic with happy

fortune extended its territorizl dominion, there arose in the
mind of (11) those industrious and indefztigable plowers of
the Sea thekery prudent thought to free themselves from the
troubles and zrnoyances of distunt commerce and from the dan=-
gers of trrvel, Ther they themselves employed their cares in
the possession of stable wealth, cultivation of lands, and
other occur: tions of c¢ity life, not wishing any longer to ex-
poce therselves to the vagaries of fortune, &s Cicero wrote
in di rcussing trede: "atque etiam si sztizte questu, 8¢ con-
tenta potius, ut szepe ex alto in portu, ex ipso portu in

z¢ros possesrionesgue contulerit, videtur iure optime posse

e e———— o~
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lavdari.” Fe added thut "omnium rerum ex quibus aloquid ac-
quiritur nihil est agricoltura melius, 8¢ homine libero dig=
nius”,

Wherefore ceasing commerce for such a cause, foreigners
and outsiders of various places and countries succeeded them
end intruded therselves into it. In the course of time almost

all the trzffic of the West &nd navigation itself caue into

the hends of the Genoans, French, English, Plemings, and others,
all of wvhich wes previously in the hands of the Venetians.

And thrt this feet is true (besides the evicence of the fact
vhich epproves it) one is nov convinced beceause the right to
treffic in the VWest has been conceded to some or other out-
sider. Fut not so is the Levant traffic, which is permitted

to citizens £-d other yrivileged persons only. Thus if we |

vish to consider (11B) the traffic which is carried on from
the part of the Levent in that strip of land which extends

frormm the Dalmatizn shores to Constantinople, all the commerce

hes frllen into the hands of the Turks or Greeks, to their l

subjects,
Thr ¢ this has heppened through voluntary renuncietion

zrd artitrery alienation of these citizens, and that it was

not seized by others csn be shovr by two good ressons, which

vith grezt clezrness prove it. The first is that beczuse
the City of Verice (may God prescrve it) has never been sub-
jeet to irvesion arnd sacking or any other calamity which
might heve brought anrihiletion or & considercble diminution

of the property znd wealth of the citizens. And with the




-15-

Venetians being most tenacious with regard t- their early
customs and instititions, it could not be that the cessa-
tion of commerce arong these people could be derived and re-
sult from eny other reason than from their spontaneous de-
liverction, they having found other more profitzble ard safe
eryloyrent in vhich they might exercise themselves, The sec-
ond re:son is that there has been provided by public prudence
en inereese in custom duties for the Poreigner who traffics
in the west, a three per cent ertrance duty and an exit duty
of like zrount, over and above what the Venetian contributes.
Therefore it is not to be doubted that if the citizen should
be inclined to cormerce, he would in a short time weary the
foreipner &ncd exclude him rom treding, for the Venetian has
(12) the sdvantcre of six per cent over him in the selling

of his merchrandise. TFuvt becnuse this citizen hes already
rrocured fer hirself other profits more rcecure and easier
gcins, he does not crnsent to let hinself be wheedled by some
or other advantepe of deliveration to iivolve himself again
in the ceres znd susyenses of comrerce., In such & ranner the
treffic in the West cnd in Itely itself hus fullen entirely
irto the hands of foreigners. Therefore in such & state of
affzirs one ought not to question or deb: te whether it be more
rrofitahle to the City ard to the public to have the trading
in the Weeat and in the land of Turkey directed by the Hebrews
or by its owr Citizensj but indeed one ought to discuss and
ponder vhether the results would be better with the truffic

in the hands of outsiders or in the hands of the Hebrews,

g
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corparing only these together. I dbelieve thet if we arrange
he controvercy in such 2 way, one will easily for many rea-
~rons &nd consecuences be able to conclude in favoxr of the

Hebrevs.

Considerction 111

One discusses why cities cease beconing rich : d

rexing provisions for such a purpose.

To great cities and jopuleati ns happens thet very same

thing vhich happens to our bodies, that from a small begin-
ning 2 4 elmost insensible roving origin they come by means
of continuzl nutrition to &« considerzlble grendeur. But aftexr
heving srrived at ¢ certein 1lirit precscribed for them by nat-
ure’they ce:re to incresse further and to augment themselves
énd rermain for o certein length of time in &n equal state,
Thus cities, #fter heving recched & linited point in popula-
tion &nd vei 1th, set ¢« gozl feor their progress wnd rerain in
the sere st:ie in vhichh they zre or decline from it. Accord-
ing to rr Telief, the reeson frr that, in so fur as wealth is
conicerned, is thet «fter the citizens &nd irhabitunts have bee
core opuient thwough the meins of cormncrce, they lay aside,

¢r ve hoeve siid, their fizst wieys. They procure a gre:cter in-
crezse, but their airm is to strengtiien and conserve their
foldinFse Then in their tire corme the foreigners in whose mind
niv rises the desire for auict ard rest. After thiey have

zttz ined them fror their i ins, tier take their geuins bzck to
their ovn countries. In like 7:ashion (13) otzer foreigners

vith the sere %: lent faollov these in such & menrer so that




there is 2.lweys a continuous trarsportation avey from the
city of the empasrced noney, without arny increzse in wezlth in
the eity. Tut quickly there follovs an evident detriment
from this zction, just as in the czse of the sea intc vhich
£11 the rivers come together with such a grezt tribute of i
weters., Yet the see slweys contiins the same quantity of

witer without any ineresse, for it diffuses insensibly the
received waters back to the very beginnings and origins of

the rivers. Thus theinflux of outsiders from divers regions
does not zlter ard enrich cities because with the continuous
bzckvard flow the money zcquired is trinsmitted to the places
vhence the fereigners ceime.

As foresight egeinst such an irconvenience there are two
weys to actes The first is to hirnder the traffic of the for-
eigners directly or obliquely, by loading their vares with
grezter curstor dnties than the citizens have to meet and by
rrohibiting sore of their merchandise and manufzctures, and
in other wrys to disturb their comrerce.

The second wey is to ircoryorate and join to the city the
2bove mentioned foreigners so that in the manner of other cite
izens they may esteblish themselves in the city. Tut in either

caese there is ne=d for exsct circumspection znd accurate care,

(13b) The first wry vus observed and directed by the
tvo gueens of Englerd, Iryy and Xlizebhethy the one tried it,
znd the other with ezse put it into prectice. Long before

our time reny cities hitd joired together and agreed, cities
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in the north vhieh posrcessed & seujort or vicinity of navi- J

geble rivers, to vork in common the navigation of those wet-

ers in such & vay thet it wms c11 directed by them. They then

ccqguired #mong the northern cities the brozdest privileges

and rrerogetives and an almorct totzl exerption from duties.

Thie ves the Mersertic Lespve, most celebrated through all

Euvrope. 1
It occlurred to Queen l'sry to inerense the burden of

dvuties from one per cent, which had to be paid on arrival,

to tventy per cent, with a change in privileges. Yavigation

in such & wiy ves rendered difficult. Queen Klizabeth, who

stcceeded her, continued to de the same thing but with a

greczter tenccity of nmind and firm resolution. In the begin-

ning thies sttem.t vwee condemned by rany as something which in

zppecr: nce iryeded ard disyerced ncvigetion from the Eingdom
of BEnglend, vith 211 of it being in the hands of the above

rentioned lezpsue. Tut experience vhici followed the fact

tavght thrt vhrtever right have been the judgnment and virile 1
rrudence of the sbove rentioned (ucens, they observed (14) ﬁ
thet 211 the ge in vhich wes most irportant and which was being
extrected from the transyortation of merchandise in their q
¥ingdoms, devolved and wer t to the zbove mentioned League, {
to & foreign znd outside kingdom, ard their islanders although

roct di sposed to maritire practices were putrefying in idle-

ness, ignorant and inexpert in navigation. For that reason

they tried to disturd Hansectic nevigetion, and they mede it

necesscrry for their ovn vonsels to eryloy themselves in nav-
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igetion., The result is thct in the present, one discerns an
inestimable benefit, for the English have re:ched the ulti-
mste limit in reputation in the maritime profession. Eut

even though for there queens their zttermpt prospered, it is

fitting for others in following such an example to be very
czutious and cereful vhen one considers the position of the
British Islend placed by nature over the dominion of the
vestern and northern seas, The absolute martery &and sway
thaet the #bove mentioned queens exercised in every port fac-
ilitated, ney opened, the rath to such a fortunzte outcome.
The sare would not hapypen so eusily here in Italy, its ports
being posrensed by virious princes and potentates. Thus

if one of ther hindered znd excluded the concourse of out-
siders, the latter would be irvedietely received by the
others with the rmost arple 'rivileges and exemptions. There
is also the fact thit the people of not even ore (14b) mar-
itire city is disposed to nale up for the lack of foreign
nevirrtion. Therefore there would result to thet city an al- |
rmost tot: 1 annihilzation of ccrmerce. This did not happen in K
Znglind beccuse of the multiplicity of the cities and popu-

l: tions difposed to such & pursuit, vhich nakes that whole v

Islend almost a singﬁ and continuous naritime city. .
T™he second viy tc avoid the predicted disorder can be

ca.ri=d out by a.r_*.:k.?sing a'd uniting the foreigners wvith

t e citizens ard est:llishing ther in some menner in the City.

Gre:t difficulties in order to put this plan into przctice

also ere not licking.
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Pirstly, naturzl inetinct opuoses itself, and the indel-
itle affection th:t every one his for his nitive land, and
the desire to terminate one's life there where it had its
beginrings. One mey add thet many trafficking foreigners '
in their ovn cities are participants in the government, €.g.,
the Genoans, Flemings, the Germens of the Free Cities, and
in some part the Tlorentines, Tor that rezson, they would
not exchrnpe the domicile of their city for ancother habita-
tion. 1In addition the freet that they have zcquired simple
citizership in t»e place vhere theyr traffic would make it

necessery for them to renounce something or other that they

might heve enjoyed in ancther place., And exjperience shows
us thet vhen there are in 2 city meny very rich outsiders
vho through t:e length of their heving lived thnre’*hag
might hrve been zhle (15) to gain citizenship with its yriv-

ileces, by rezson of the #bove mertioned cause they do not

obtein it ner attermt to do so.

The reecond resc=on vhic" prevents Jjoining the outsid-
err to the city is the perury of lands, which would jrevent “
nev recnisitions, 211 of it being already occupied by its
ovn citizens rultiplied to such &, gre:t nurber. This scar-
city is increcsed Yecsuse of the pity's circuit for a long
tire Muving beer occupled by very broad lagoons and swanpy
lends uncit for cultivetion, And the difficulty still in-
erecces, for almost all the land is posresced by the citi-

zerry &nd is moreover burdened with conditions and verious
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irpediments s» thet new purchasers grow suspicious of buy-
ing disputes instead of land.

Thirdly, merchants have a custom «.fter having cesembled
wes 1th not to be contert with its possession alcne. They
are assailed by thoughts of gain, prerogztives, znd extra-
ordinary dignities, and together with lands to obtzin titles,
dominion, and jurisdictions tc render more illustrious their
condition rather thar have it remain unknowvn. But not in
every plice cen such an attempt succeed, and others are not
plecsed with making scquisitions except in popular places,
in conformity with their position and quality, for they do
not like to be confined with their elders.

Por these rewsons a~d like ones it is difficult to
mexe foreigners take root and to hold them in the (138)
City, together vith their fortunes a:d wealth. Eut the
treffic directed by the Febrews marvelously relieves and
remedies the zhove mentioned inconveniences, for they do not
have their own country t- vhich they may aspire to transport
their wealth that they heve ampessed in the city, nor even
in eny plece do they hrve the riches and ability to zcquire
steble property. And if they had it, it would not fulfill
their interests to do so beczuse they would not pawn and .
burden their possessions vhile their persons are subject to
an reny chenges. For they live in every place with safe
conducts, a1 d licenses frem princes, They aspire very little

to dipnities, titles, and dominion because where once they
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are received with kindness, they muke a firm resolution
not to leave. ZIFesides, the fact that the Hebrew innabitant
in Venice, not having any skill of his own, other than com-
nerce, finds it difficult to leave, for he has no hope of
suprorting himself with any profession and skill exercisa=-
ble in every city. Fut cormerce and trade in every place
are varishle, and in order to introduce them and stzrt then
« long observetion and concourse of friends is necessary.
And apgein there is no doubt that of 211 the states

znd pli ces of the world the Hebrev I'ations likes best the

most rlereert g vernment of the lost Serene Kepublic, because

of the forr of stable rule which does not change through the
mutehility of the thoughts of a (1C) single prince and
through the irstigution of counselorsj «nd beczuse the Re-
public througsh its syecial instinet is a lover of peace with
jts neighbors. And the Vebrev c.tion knows well thut in
tire of vty it is the first one exposed to the extortion of
friendly soldiers, the rrey of enenies, and texes and bur-
dens of princes. The frequency cf corverce, the sea port,
the eYundrnce of all things pertzini=g to sustenarnce ex-
trerely fulfills the Nation's desires, A small people being
friendly to it - and precticable - plesres it extremely.

Tut chove £1l the exerplary jurtice administered in their
defrvge opeinst eny order of rersons who might offend them
vrether with reqerd to life or theft crd the punctuel ob-
serving of thet vhich is promised to them with regerd to

their conduct ¢nd Trivileres - these hold them firnly joined
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to the City end its stute., W%hence one czr boldly conclude
thet vwith the comrerce of the west given up by the citi-
zens of the City, thet which is yrofiti:ble to the interests
of the prince and of the citizens themselves is (suppos-
ing even that the lebrew should not augrment the mercantile
trzde) the treffic's being rather in the hands of the ! .b-
rew netion vhose persons are estahblished in the City and
vhose riches remein in thebity. than in the hands of for-
eigners vho &re alvays with regird to the City (for the
eforermertioned ceuses), outriders and aliens. 1In zddition
to the fret thet the Vebrews dc not move evay from the city
rince ther do n~t have any special residence, there is no
(1cb) further danper that ther vill take elsevhere the
most noble ¢ ~d profitable professiona in order to zdorn
teir netive lovds.

Yoreover, it is still worthy of reflection that vhen

Y

tie navigution to the We

L |

't is in the hands of foreigners,

¢ discdvantage of pgrect consequence results to the City
from it, for Itily is situated in such a minner that ves-
gels erziving in their turn from the west first go up to
Genoa, vhich fer ceveral yeers so enlerged itself from mar-
itirme trcffice. Aftervords they lend successively at Lig-
vorno, Civitevecchia, i'aples, lessine, LaguEEi, Ancone,

and finally at Venice - if thery need to do any rerid sellirg
of the left-overs znd residue of their weres - ac the last

Iﬁi\t af Christerdom. I/°r has the relief from the new tax
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at £11 svoided or remedied such frejudice. And merchan=-
dire erriving yarticularly at Livorno and Geroa is distrib-
uted throurhout Lorberdy, Fiedmont, and the Alpine Regiozi‘,
vhich border upon it, ard likevise through Romagne and the
Yzrch of Ancons. And perticularly vher it sbounds in the
mertioned ports, it is wenting in Venice. Tut the tra.e
destined fo: the Febrews of Jtaly by their companies and
friends, from Livorno on, cennot help but arrive at the

City of Verice, for théﬁebrews have not yet tried to obtzin
in the mentioned plezces any space or domiciley Livorno it-
self, ¢fter =ome excecrive losres which occurred (17) in
yesrs peet in the vhe:t trode, was in great pert abandoned

by the Wetreve, Tor rery of ther vho zre in other countries
herd over = prert pert of their yroscessions into the hands

of the inhebitcnts of the City, vher they themselves &re

not shle to trencfer it there personally for various rec-
cons, evd ther cre siticfied ¢t Meving pleced their riches

in ¢ scfe prlice cnd this is s7id with regerd to the trude of
the West. And tihvt iz not to siy thet without the traffic

of the Hebrevs in eny event theréwould errive at Venice the
cr we mereht ndize ord in the sere quintity - this beciuse of
the necersery rerpid stle in the neighbhoring rrovinces, for

v ith reprrd to Itcly it hes rlreidy bheen shovn that thet is
not necerr:Ty. Tut roreover I crn sry thoi it is indubitable
tw: ¢ the ehundince of rerchendise cruses its consunption,

eereciz 11 of those thinps vhich serve ¢ delights end which




zre not necessery for food. Yost true is the seying of Sol-

omon in Zcclesisstes (5.,10): "When goods inerecse, they

zre incresced thet eat them" and if brecd znd wine in tirme
of scorcity are consurmed with reserved persimony, so much
the lerss ere the superfluous thinge vhich serve only rzn's
luxury. Surar, such a great secsoner of foods ard so pizes-
ing to the teste, in tires of perury, is not used helf es
much &s norrelly, vhich fact can be proven from the time
rhen suger ccrme in gre: t ebundince from Spein «nd now comes
to the City only fror Alexindria in Zgypt., (17b) and one
will observe there ¢ corsiderable difference. 4nd thus
vith spices and other hurcn delicreies,vwhich ere the mein
part of the weres which come from distant parts. And the
renury of scme roods ceuses their desuetude. The scarcity
of zerbelotti ¢ fev yerrs o introduced into the city the
use of Tlenis™ silks in the stundince vhich is now seen.
“herefore the zhundi nce of 1ercundise brought by the Heb-
revs £till ervres & rijic sile @énd conswytion whence cone
to the yrince tle erolumente of drties, Then with regard

to tre Tevint tride sround the vhari of Spulcto,vhere core
together #11 the rerciundise not only of Zurope but of Asia
throush overlend pacscge, there is no doubt that not falling
ivto t'e hends of the Felrevs, the trode would have been
srm: reé by the Turks crd(nevertheless it is in great part
iriectired YTy ther) Therefore one cernot find eny wrgurents

-

orinst itr Yeing rove svitMle Jor the trofTic to be in

-
.

t%¢ mands of the Tetrrevs rither then the Turkse Arong




other reasons, there is ir particuler this: the discdven-
tepces thr t subjects have in trading with the Turks.

All the silk trazce of lorea (in Greece) would be in
the hcnds of the Greeks, subject to the Turk. For since
they have there very extensive poscessions, the same thing
would hepren &5 we heve zlresdy clearly shown in the case
of the foreigners in the wvest, The Sryrne truffic is being
"ept hovever, in greszt pirt, in the hards of citizem of
Verice. Correrce (18) with Srric is not very opportune for
the Hebrevs hececure of a hecvy tex on their merchandise in-
stituted by the Turks, The vharf of Alexandria, beciuse of
extreoordinary toxes and exjenres, is not too frequented by
the Ycbrevs except by those who personally move there. And
it is & venturesorme and not a safe treffic to rmeintzin be-
cruse of the dorestic exypenses, so thet not even the citi-
zens of Venice vho trzffic in the Levent receive, because

of tle trrde of the Febrews, any loss of considerzble moment,

Crnsiderztion IV L

Thr £ the Febrervs :re exceedingly «pt for corwerce .

The mejority of ren corj lein thet m.ture hes burdened

rnd vexed ther vith needs mnd necessitics in grecter abune

drvee ther it We the other inirals vho are deprived of

re: son. Tvt one is ecorrleining egseinet duty beciuse indi-
sence #nd need zre the trre stirili and irpulses to the in-
y W

vertions ¢~d discoveries of the most worthy end excellent

crts thet sc ek enrotrle the hrxr rrce., Ixyerience shows

thet got=erneir tec: nge nf the clerency of their skies and
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the fertility of the land zre almost deprived of all in-
dustry, but fjortherners, beczuse of the rigor of the climate
¢:nd the sterility of the soil, ere spurred on to naviga=-
tion (18b) and the prectice of the crts and have become
celebrr ted and ferous, Then I consider the svperstitition
of the Rorens in repzrd to the erecting of alters and of
deifring the inventors of uvseful rrofessions to the point
thet even Tortune, esteemed by them 2s blind and rash, found
in Kore & perticular worechir znd admission to rany sump-
tuous Teryles (for in tire of need Tortune is the prime stim-
vlant end spur to worthy undertilkings ard profitabile inven-
tions) - soretimves I mervel thet = cult wes never set up

to Tortune by the Rormens or th:t some religious rite was

not oheserved vith regerd to it.

In the school of discorfort vnder the rigorous disci-
rline of need, the Hebrews more thern ary other nation are
errrdite snd irstructed; for ther hzve been deprived of stable
werlth, arec vithout the prectice of the mecharicel &rts,
tre frr fror the profits of the forum erd of other urbdban
undertc¥inms. They cre burdened with ferilies (even through
their rites celidecy being forhidden to then). Wherefore
it is necepmsiry for them with industry, diligence, and ec-
crrrte vipilrnece to open for themselves the wey to their
ovn svprort end maintenarce. Tor which recson it can be
noted thrt vhere the Hehrews have rerided, there triffic

end bueginess flovrished ¢s Livorno cezn attest to it. And
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the City of Venice will never forget the memory of the

first deviser of the wharf of Apelato, vho wes & Hebrew
S—

by nation, vho with his records transported & grect part

of the correrce (19) of the Levunt to the City. The wharf '

of which is now considered the firmest and most solic found=-

ztion for truffic that Verice ever had; &nd it makes ¢ -ail-

¢ble to others suech mez=ns, for the land is much nore stable

and lers exposed to the injuries of fortune than the sea.

vt vhet is noteble concerning the capital of the other

Hebrews who have teken refuge under foieign dominions is

thet to & pgrert extent they put it into the hands of the

¥ebrevs of the City. The resters of this capitel &re sat-

isfied with eny elight utility and emolument they may draw

from it, seeing thert they deo not s=end their capital to Ven-

ice for the acdvartages which they rey better hope for in f

this merket rutihisr then in another, but onl; te avoid those |

dzngers thst covld eacily come upon therm if they held their

ceritel in their own hernds. ITut those vwro have other bus- |

inesses tiun trice vithdriv fror trece ot the sligntest P

dirinution in the tr:ffic and engice in other occupztions

of grecter profit. '

Tut coming now in such & subject to the particular
there is a2 thing vwidely nown s ong mercheznts, and that is
thi t in three veys treffic is ¢tetr:cted to the City, =nd
prrticulerly reritire troffic,

One, heciuse of the ncture of navigetion those who are
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the poessessores of vesselP aere likevise the arbiteirs of
trede (19%) zs is observed among the Plemings. Second,

by persone.lly noving to verious merkets in such & menner
one forms friendshipe and relations. Third, by the send-
ing of one's own cepitel into various places, others are
invited 2nd attracted to hand over and *%c send back to t e
City their ovm riches. As for the navigution of their own
vessels, the I'ebrews ere alrost entirely deprived of this
rrivilege elthough in Amsterdam, Kotterdem, and Haemburg
there 2re sorme sgherers of vessels,

Concerring tr: veling and forning new practices, the
Febrevs do nnt cede to &rr other people, for ther do not
heve the ocecision to stay in their own country to cultivate
lends or to indulge in other urben practices which might
hinder them. One rey zdd the fuct of lerge families (cel-
ibr ey not being yerrmitted), vhence assigning some to the
doriestiec ccres, the others errloy themselves ecsily in pil-
grim.gces of lonr voyoges throvgh vhich they introduce new
tride from foreign end remote countries into the City where
thev in the terinninr set up their domicile. 1In the send-
ing ther of their capitsrl throughout the vorld, the Hebrew
more than zny other person can do that not only by reason
of the urgent need vhich stirulates him to try fortune's
f:vor by everyr means, but because his riches are not inves~-
ted in st-ble vezlth but zre in the form of cash and wares.
Tor thet rerson %is wealth is ;repered and arranged (20)

to e porsed end sent vhere it is more cgreeable ard pleas-



since And it is worthrhile to note the usefulness of this
latter preactice in that vhole stretch of terrz firma which
lies betveen Delmetia and Constantinople and the other place
es of the Turkish dominion where no Veneticn Consul resides
&8 he does in the other Levantine wharves as a public re-
rresentztive wvho might for the Venetians take care of send-
ing their csyitzl into Turkish hands or to the Greek subjects
of these Turks, or even into the hands of their own corres-
pondents through the dangers and risks that in such places
could eesily befall it. Tor ther do not have there any pro-
tector vho night defend them from the insults of those people.
Tut the Hebrevs either spurred on by the necessity of liv-
ing or Py hoving other Pebrews do it for them, besides the
fuct thet the grewter portion of their nation is subject

to the Turk, ecgerly arrive in the Levant &nd hand over

there their riches znd possecssionsj and there is no doubt
that the troffic is the attrcction to peregrinctions and the
trionsferring of persons,

And 2lthoush one cinnot deny thet the mildness of the
¢ir ¢nd the locetion of the countries are a great disposi-
tion towwr:@ cormerce and tradi, hovever, the voluntary con-
cource and cherm of the 1en is the rost efficzcious recsone.
e firet ror, fron vhom ell the posterity of his race drew
its origin, ves formed in such & terpercte euriern region
(P0b) end in the deligats of Furcdise., Yevertheless his

rrogeny left thrt site, zo Scriptuwe attests (Gn 11.2)s



"and it cure to pass, &s theyr journered east, that they
found &« plein in the lend of Shinar; ard they dwelt there®,
They drew afcr fron thet region, for in it they had receiv-
ed firet the expulsion from Ferudise and then the Deluge
vhich annihilated almost entirely =11 living persons - so
ruch nore are men rmindful of offenses than of the merories
of benefits,

And it is certsin, as said that orator who lived later
hen Thueydides, thet men produce fortunes, and not for-
tunes, men, I Mern, with regiyd to owr discussion, that
men pvide cormerce where it plenres them ané are entirely

ite ortiters, in vhetever manner cormerce and the transpor-

ke
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taetion of s;

ceg fluctuctes and wevers = novw in Alexandria

in 3gypt, nov in Deriettc (in Zgypt), now in Damascus, and

forrerly in aleppo (forrerly Turkish vilayet, now lirgely
in YNorth Srri: rindete)e Then they arvive at the Caspian
Sec., ond fror there vp to l'oscow, &nd formerly to Tanais
(now aAzov), znd hfpdivers routes they then arrive azt Venice
vhence ther leive Agein for the wertern regions of Europe.
At the precent tine such triffic hus been brought into the
“nde of t-e Tortvguerne, Tlenizgs, and 3nglish, Thus the
cn:s erce of thie ve:14l of Ivrogze soretires arrived at hes-
ingen in “r:nc?e-Cc:t;; &t I-on in Prime, and from there
to Ant~erp. Ané todcy Arsterdir, t-rourh the concourse of
B s

- erotents in thnse northern regions, has become the most

celebr: ted eryoriw of (£1) Burope., In our time Spanish




vool arrived firrt at Verice, rzther than st Geno: and Liv-
orno, ever though they cre closer tc Spain. Today from
those pleces they come to the City, Yesterday, one can

sey thrt they made the tour of the wealth of Italy, and in
eddition one went to TFiscenza (= grezt portion of whose bus-
iness hes now gone to Veron:)e Only 2 shart time ugp Tri-
poli wue the principel wherf of Syriaz, and now hardly a
sm=ll fishing vessel arrives there in the cowrse of the yezr,
end 211 has been trinsferred to Aleppo and Alexandrettz.
Izguse (Dubrovnik, Yugoslavia) and the Ieretva Liver (in
Yugosluvie) were vhurves of the Turkish coaravens which went
throug: Itzly, Mt nov their tr:ffic has gone to Spalato
(Yugoslevic). Livorne vir z srell end ignoble town, but
beceuse of the industrr of the rrind dukes, it becane a

ferous rericet of Itely o lthecugh it wes unsuitable for the

‘-I-

renafer of veirer, for in the vicinity there is no naviguble
river nor suffTicient flet lend over vhich rerchendise might
be corried »rd sente It is situzted armong the Alpine chains
of rountr.insy its territory is surrounded, &nd it is close
to scfer #nd rore opyortune ports, evertheless thoee rost
prudert yrinces feaeilit:ted the difficulties and rezed the
$r~edinents, 4&nd it is certrin th:t the grectest attraction
af cnrwverce iz the freedor of livinz and the security of
~nscerginan of one's ovn wexlth, &s (P1b) the Venetizn dom=
snien exretlr znd yunciuslly “estovs end observes vith re-

gerd to its inhrhitents ¢ nd rerchants, Anrd this is & true




stirulus for the Febraw I: tion to core there becsuse of
its derility vhich breeds distrust.

Frem the things ¢1lluded to in this Considerction, it
cen be concluded that it is proper for the Mebrevs to heve
come crierce tnd traffic annexed and joined to their per-
sons 2nd for nthers to have ¢ necessiry dependence ujon the
Hebrevs becrure of their industry, invertions, affinities,
trd proctices, For without their cssistence in the City,

thrt trode wovld be lost or go (Prevhere,

Conceider: tion V

Coneerning the daference «nd the prorptness
of the Mebrev in ohering.

The tyrannierl covernment derires ecgerly the oppres-
sion of its ovn subiects 1nd the eristocr: tic government
derirer gvwift otedience, I vt ¥ith repird.to foreigners,

the lotter ise villing to nffer » reicefuvl deference so that

the poverrrment 1oy Ye well inclinmd zrd crungecdle (in their
fivor) ¢a vell ¢s for tle purrose of hiving someone who will
rrotect tnd defend trer fro~ the insulte of others. Put A
te Yelrrrvs under everr conditicn of sovernnent ind rule &xe
-1vr s virlding, ohndient, #nd svhdred. And experience |
shows th & vhen @ifficuilties often occur with treders bve-
ccuse of nev tixer, prohititiorns of novigetion and trems - I
oxt: tion of sore zonds, wd other si-ilix erergencies,
(7)) other foreign nitions, subiect to other princes, have

recourse to their ministers wnd repyresenti tivess It hap-

©



pens very often thet mere rercartile m.tters sre by them
recognized &5 public and stote effiirs, Tut the Mebrew
Tetion, dispersed and sc:ittered through the world, de rive-
ed of cny source of protection, with swift flexivility dis-
poses itself in confornity with public connds. There-
fore it hepypens very often thet vhen particular dburdens

cre irjoced upon the Mution, not even & sir le carpluint

fg brecthed forth or exyressed by them,

Considerction VI

Thet the mercuantile profession ought
to be distinct from other profecrsions.

T:e m.sr of ren, if they would not have been clezarly
erreneed bty the dilizence of legisleators and formers of
civil governrente into virious corders wnd different class-
es, vould re-erble a gre=tzr diffornity than that cncient

by
chioes sunp~ of in the irzpinction of prets would heve rerre-
sented. Soecreies znd Flito, in their ; lunned rejpublics,
set ur sneh ¢ distritution &s & rrinecipel elenment of thelir
relicy, ond the rodern observer of Utopic observed the same
thinge AnG ever #ll prectitioners sketched the same plan.
aristotle vho did livewice in the first psrt of his Teli-
tics er;loyed hir entire intelligence (£7b) in recrrenging
: ¢ eorrectins tihe divigiors ride by thoeee tvo ~rect ris-
tera of hvparity,

Diodorve rel: ter of the Ivdicns thrt their poliey suc-

ceeded ¢Yove rll others Tsenuse they vere divided into cer-

'
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tzin divers clesres of citizens., e Tlornens were vigilent
with regerd to such & distinetion and haed it as a founda-
tion for their politiesl governrent. Tut the Venetiar re-
ruvblic, the best ordered governmert of any the remory of
viich is still extent, with every punctiliousness clweys
obtcined end observed by &n apreerence and firm rzinten-
ence of extct distinction of orders not only in the triple

order concerning the pukrlic government of cormmon people,

>

citizerry, end nobility, but even with indescribable indus-

try divided &nd seperctad 2ll the arts of the City (even
thore less then medioecre) zrd did not rermit thet any of
them should be confused with ancther - from which distinec-
tion very consider:ble ~dvertepges result,

Pirst, by such en arrenserment the :rts are remintained

in their rerfections e¢nd ere clwmys being iryroved with

gre: ter progress. Tor evervone is cttertive and occupied
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eeing thit the ultirete spex of vhat-
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ever crt it oy bYe ig incecesairle. Tor thot reason the

ceed their fithers in the ;rzctice of the sarme profession

nd vould not conceed to their crossing over into znother.

—

tion 2 certrin hariong crong the peorle is ruinteined, for

one does not occupy the tride of erother. As & consequence

ie: lousy vrd hatred are wvoided, Tor they could ecsily

occur crong them. Tut ther do not cccur with ever;one liv-

r£7) The second advirtice is thct throvgh this prohibi-



ing ¥ his ovn &rt and profession.

Third, vhen the reorle is divided into smaller parts,
it is nuch more recdily obedient to its superiors in receiv-
ing their comrendes ard is less skillful in tumultusry con=-
syirecies, AnNG z?ht vill be se&id in snother plece, from
there three sdvintepges it is understood hovr useful is a
distinction in the populations, 211 of vhich re-
dounds to perfection,unicn, eand ohedience,

Concerning the Mebrevs, one cun say that with their

F.g

rrictice of triffiec #rd cormerce it turns out very suitzble

thet their profession is distinet frorm all others. It is

ch

jrrortint and of grett conseguence

.t they ure sepearated

from the artiscnr since they are jrohihited by the public

decree fror occuyying trhervelves in any working skill.
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ey ere distinet frorm the citizens since they cre prohib
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ed fror Yeing ehle to posmsers stable verlth znd to convert
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it, ™Men necesscry in orcer tec support

themrelreas vith their firilies, ther have to employ them-

selves zrd their possecsicns in traffic ard (£2b) commerce

hov ever little or rre:t mosr Te the guin thot rright result

from correrce., Wrerce there derives fron it to the public

the rrectect emolurent in duties, which in seven voyi.ges

(vich ¢re recde in less then five vegrs) rrounts to & sum

20

ecvel to the cepitel itcelf, and soretires much niore if we

rish to i-clude the zccesrory nud obligue duties which are



And ve rlsc ein ewlculste the g¢ irs vhich the scnme
cepitcl Pringes in interest during the course of the .Yove
rentioned period, for if ther would comrert without linit
their owm poesescions into stol:ile we: 1th, not the lewst guin
vould cceruve to the public. Tui perhcpn sore one will sey
tht the firrishing or building of & p=l:ce, even though
it Pe & rteVle forr of wrelth, jrovides : selight gein for
the rrince. ¥ovevsr, lthe moner vith vhich one tr:ides and
- nufrctores such stitle veelth is not sewttered but ar-
rives into the Wrnds of others and rerzins arein resdy for
correrce, ¢nd terides, te yrince reises the annual tex
pliced on rt:¥1le ve: 1the To v»ich one znsverc thet with
recerd to fretories zrnd coffee=hrures, ten thousand duccts
spent in their Beilding vovld not yield for their possessor

in the courre nf ter wvecrs rore tror four thousznd duc: ts

-

Ly reccnon of the four jercent : nmu
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irince vomld receeive four wundred duve: s of the Tioney exe
renceds It is trve thut the warlth is not reclly loste
“owvever, it vould Tir ert uy ard ground into such srell
prrte ind diffvred trone persone rort distent (£4) from

the meritire trode thit in the course of meny yeurs it

&=

oF
O
1]

£ny longer &

c01ld not he joined together co e

feipint In trcde. Thi ike ¢ river vhiech though abound=-

i in v ter loree its nevimelle quelity vhen it is divided

ints rmeny brinches #nd dries up. In eddition the muter-

ndled for the nost pert by
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rersons living solely on terre firma, vho are not engeged
in trcce and reritire troffic, and & go~d pert of these jer-
sons, like the workren, cre outsiders and foreigners. With
regrrds then teo investrerts in lends, if the lands «re un-
enltive ted, there is the scrme difficulty 2s in the cise of
brildingsg but if the lends cre fruitful and cultivated,
thore vho sell them never do that tecruse of an interest

in trece or devotion to treffic but ratrher through urgent
necessities = besides, to & grect extert Mediterraneun
people zre not intererted in cormerce., And if in the case
of the buildinr of coffee shops, palices, and the cultiva-
tion of londe, the aryasced roney is diffused to the bene-
fit of sore, even thfourh the means of traffiec, it is em-
ployed to the profit of a greater number of people with
greater distribution. The use of zny finished factory
building reroves for a grect time the gain for the arti-
scns and builders; but the emoluments vwhich result for
others in tr:<fic continue to such an extent thit the capi-
tzl is mointeined, dbringing suprort wid gein for every type
of artisin, &ent, vriter, notsry, counsellor, ovner (241b)
of prevision shor - &nd vt is more irportant it meintzins
ves - ele end the skill of nevigctors and marinerss This is a
+ t4er of £o ruch distinction cnd use in tires of pecce and
zc necesrary in time of vir, from vhich it ey be concluded
+3: t+ the rrinterunce of a distinct mercentile profession

is not lerr ureful to the prince thiu it is to the private
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rerson, &nd it is hurtful and damaging to no one. 4And 1
believe that in the civil tody the Hebrew resenbles that
rert of the foot which trurples upon the earth. It is
lover thén &11 the other merbers yet is not & burden to

sny of ther anéd it even supports theme And I scy that ve-
cauge with the Mebrew's teing forbidden any profession whet-
soever vith the exception of the mercantile, no harm is
done to azny tyre of person, neither to the zrtisans nor to
the foreigners, nor is there nuch of & burden involved for
tie merchantes ond citizens themselves that the Hebrews
trode in the Levent (os I have shown in Consideration III).
Rether their treding spports z great nurber of artists and
[rofessors vho cen nhely relicve the needs of the Hebrews

=g ruer through tlie service of their own persens as in the
gecisting the Telrevs in traffic ind trade, for any such
rrectice(th:t of crtis® c1d professor) is forbidden to the

suore Hehrevws,

(r3) Consider. tion VII
Thet verlth rust be limited and revolvinge.

It is ineurtent u,on the bert «nd covticus politician
to wrringse thw st the weulih end riches of the City be divi-
ded in v jvst peorctiric: l proportion in cenformity with the
vetice .m@ Te @ivided zmong its citizens in a
<z pner thet vith sore of the merters of tre City actiroct=-
ing to therrelvee the gre: ter 1 a1t of the profits, the

others ar not rei:i.in exiuusted und poor. This stute of

13
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effeirs is a rmonstrous thing no lesr deformed in the civil
stcle thun it wvould be ar arirel's hody. "Mherefore aris-

tctle ir Pook V of the Folitich: "mexine vero lege, itwu
irovicdere conerdun ert, ut nerini sit excessive paotertis,
meque aricormvr, neque pecuniarvm®, In «cdition, the exor=-
titirt opulence of the one and disperi'e jpoverty wnd indi-
gece of the others would threaten twwlts cid brecthe sctm=-
tiome . Fey, vith there tvo extremes hijpening and being
coupled togethesr often, ther ciurce the disturbince of the
civil stt te, Wrerefore Sol2=pon in Proverbs, chupter £2:%2:

"2%he rich snd the poor 1eet together - The Lord is the neker

off thert #11%: Trin 35 ¢

m

iZ he wreted to sty thet the rich
r1d opulert rrn oné the rzror rnd indipent man rmeet many tires

0in in rueh £ ronner 5 the dry unites with the humid

.

[

tnd

end stiruleter it, rnd is coclutinited to it == (250) z11

of vhici results from Nivine Frovidence, Thich wishes to
£1ltor the st:te of rens Yer in aby other nore pricticul

“aner ety &vel on iver ngrvity end disjrolortion hippen
(i.eo the reetins of rich end poor) thir by recns of triffic
rnd tride.s Tor then irude is hardled vith vigilance and
rrudence £ ¢ helyped T good Lfortime, it ic eszy to grov ex-
ceedirzly rich through it and to riise grecrtly the condi-
tion of “™moever undertikes ite and vith rore then one ex-
rryle ane cot:ld reprenent the trvd™ of esuch &n evert, TZut
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in general nothing has ever been contemplated, for it would
be an undertaking in itself impossible and impracticable.
As for the Hebrews, without anyone's providing for it,
it happens that though some of them prosper im traffie, it
is never possible for them to reach the mark of wealth, whidch
may be extraordinmary and prejudicial to some, But to the
influx of their fortumate progress there suddeanly succeeds
almost simultaneously the reflex of their decline, and the
result is that they are not able to possess stable wealth
which is the tenacious bond which (26b) arrests and impedes
the fickleness of human fortunes. Furthermore every Hebrew
takes a wife unto himself and then rears a fanmily, all of
which entails heavy expenses and a minute division of per-
sonal wealth., (Besides the accustomed lack of industry
among the sons of the wealthy stops the stimulus of need,
and they are also subject to the vexation of luxury, & usual
satellite of convenience.) Another contributory cause for
the Hebrew's not apmessing great wealth is the ordinary and
extraordinary uxe.u imposed upon the Nation, from which mis-
haps it follows that in the shortest time, like a bolt of
lightning, their wealth disappears in such & manner that
their holdings and wealth are always mobile and circular,
never fixed and permanent. And experience shows that through
the course of & hundred years there never departed from the
City any Hebrews who are opulent and rich. They left only
after the total loss of their fortunes and riches, and the



City was like the sea which is accustomed to cast back upom
the shores light things and to hold back the solid and
heavy. The City has done likewise through its custom of
dismissing from itself the depressed and defeated and of em-
bracing the wealthy and opulent. And it has been observed
that almost never has any mediocre wealth of the Hebrews
gone beyond the second generation of posterity.

Consideration VIII.

Concerning the profits a t
ebrew Natio culat

Dominions and kingdoms, so like our own being, are
constituted of three principal parts. The mind and seul
which rule them are the princes and counselors of state whe
watch public affairs closely. The organs and members which
exercise the impulses and movements which are ordered by the
ruling parts are the royal ministers, the subordinate mag-
istrates and the soldiery who execute the commands of their
superiors in conformity with the gradations of their offices
and functions. Then there is the blood and the other humors
(though inm conformity with popular opinion these are iman-
imate) which, running through the entire body, feed it and
aurture it. This part of our body resembles in the polit-
ical state the merchants, artisans, and any other persons
other than those connected with the political govermmeat
and publiec functions who live im th*ity « those who, with
the benefit of money which has its source im their traffic



end industry maintaim (27b) and nuture the régime amd gev-
erament, mo less in time of pesce than in time of war.

In the Hebrew language the word dammim means both bleed
and money. In every place im the world the Hebrews are
enly a portion of that bleed or money which feeds the pel-
itieal body. They do mot have the authority to commnd as
supsriers mor the least impulse of subordinated power as
organs and ministers. They do not have any comnection with
the public, but only as a simple people do they exercise a
usefulness for the prince at all times and at every epper-
tunity. And when there are in the city a considerable awp-
ber of them one cannot define the advantage which they might
bring in extraordimary fashion to the prince. For the
people are like a great quantity of unshapen marble which
can serve as statuary to satisfy the many needs that may
occur to the primce in confermity with any demand that may
eventuate, And in great quantity he has them hear him and
wmiting.

Besides, there is the dignity which comes te the primce
when he has & great number of subjects, as the Sage says in
Proverbs, chapter 14.28: “In the multitude of people is
the king's glory; But im the want of people is the ruim of
the prince.” Thus one reads according to the Hebrew, and the
most learned Rabbi Levi thus explains the verse with the
reasom that it is through the multiplicity of the peocple
that grandeur and royal majesty follews, and with the lack
of people (28) there is the fear of penury and scarcity.
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The concourse of people does not bring with it any lack or
defect of feod. The vulgar believe that the numerousness
of the people causes scarcity and penury. But rather with
the augmenting of trade through the concourse of the people,
gains increase and cests in preportiem, and these thea at-
tract others to the transpertation of victuals, and foods,
and other aids to human needs.

But because errors and fallacies are ordimarily the
satellites of general treatments, and the truth is always
the cormpanion and follewer of minute details and differen-
ces, therefore té seems fitting to me to descead to an in-
dividual trut;;; and to approach some calculation se that
with some probability one can estimate how much usefulness
the public ordinarily and annually receives from the Natioa
which has taken refuge in the City (wd thout includimg what
remains in the rest of the State). I believe that the Hedb-
rew number about six thousand; and one can judge that like
the common people, the duty which is raised from their food,
such as bread, wine, o0il, meat, clothing, and other similar
things pertaining to their affairs, amounts to the sum of
forty-eight thousand ducats (computing eight ducats a year
per head). There is me point in saying that the above
computation is useless on the basis that if the Hebrews
would not have lived in the City just as great a mumber of
Christian inhabitants would arrive there with greater pre-
£it to the prince than the Hebrews (28b) are. And as
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it happened in the year after the plague that im the short-
est time the City was filled again and returned to its pris-
tine state, it is mot worthwhile to repeat such an instances
for the Hebrews are forbiddem the practice of all skills amd
forbidden to possess stable goods and prevented from suing
tﬁo foerum, and they live by use of that extraordimary im-
E_-try mentioned above, and they do mot occupy anyone else's
place. And even if they should leave, there would mot ar-
rive im the city im their place any others who would sup-
port themselves with such an instinet for life and with the
abovementiened prohibitions. Matter, according to the ep-
inion of physicists, seeks to occupy a vacuum and do awmy
with it, dut only where there has been defore a matter com-
generic to it. MNatter does not aspire to that vacuum that
was never before occupied by a real being as if outside the
convexity of the Heaven one might admit the existence of a
space deprived of any dody.

One ought still to mote that besides the number of above=-
mentioned Hebrews who are not able to practice any -lohnif
cal or worker's skill and hardly have any income to pay fer
their food, there remain in the City because of these a great
quantity of people who support themselves from the profit
vhich they get from selling the others whatever they need
for their food - just as do the artisans who work mot omly
to supply their own needs but to meet the needs of the com-

merce in weares manufactured by these artisans and disposed
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of by the Hebrews in various (29) parts of the world. And
because I do not have & certain knowledge of the number of
these Hebrew persons, I shall suppose that they number fouwr
thousand. And even if all these Hebrews were not there,

it could be that some part of them might remain. However,
with the lack of any income, they would be reduced te such
& strictmess of living that the public would mot even re-
ceive from them the ordinary emoluments, which, im conform-
ity with the abovementioned computation, at a rate of eight
ducats peipur-on. would amount to thirty-two thousand duce-
ats. The duties which directly and effectively are paid by
the Hebrews as entrance and exit taxes I judge to de about

seventy thousand a year. And if the Hebrews were not there
in the City, these taxes would be lest; for they trade with
their own capital or with that of very close relatives of
the same Nation, who prefer to send their wealth and dusi-
ness to their kin in Venice rather than to any other place,
But desides there is to be noted the duties which obidi-
liquely, because of the traffic of the Hebrews, fall inte the
hands of the public. The Hebrew takes some woolem cloth
out of the City and pays his duty, but in additiom that
rapid sale is the reason for bringing in some wool and oil
which is consumed in the production of the mentiemed cloth.
Then there is the woad (a plant which furnishes a blue
color), indigo, cochineal (for scarlet and carmen dyes),

Hee
and Kermes (crimson dye from kermes inseot) which are used




for dyeing. Thus, too, in taking out soap (from the City)
(29%) mot only ought ome to note the simple exit duty, but
also the entrance tax on the 0il and other ingredients which
are meeded in its composition. Thus there are silk clothes
and all the other merchandise which are taken from the City.
And thus from the duty which iz actually paid upen entrance
one can judge that paid upon exit, which, becmuse of the
introduction of such merchandise, reaches the public. And

I judge that it may be about two thirds of the former, i.es.
another forty-seven thousand ducats. Besides this there
are still the taxes on the provisions ef the commercial
houses or street vendors' counters and things dependimg

on these and other ordimary expenses to the sum of about
eight thousand ducats a year, which tax like the other ex~
traordinary ones are set on an estimate of wealth with care
taken not to burden the poor. Therefore with respect to
the abovementioned inhabitants a great number of families
do not contribute to such payments. So much is this so that
some of them have been found to pay four hundred ducats a
year in ordinary taxes, and with the addition of the extra-
ordinary tax, up to six hundred ducats. The obligatiem

for lodging-places for princes and ambassadors being borme
by the pudblic is likewise & ® nsiderable thing, for whenever
the public paid for some function, one found that money

was being disbursed at the rate of eight hundred ducats a

month. And this is one of the most wearisome and tiresoms
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burdens that are imposed upon the Hebrews decause of the
difficulties in executing it with the frequent changing
(30) of palaces and lodging-places. And one could still
adduce certain mjnutise, like the consumption of salt by
the Hebrews which I believe is four times the amount used
by the Christians., This is so because of the rite which
the Hebrews observe in salting meat to extract frem it the
bleod which is forbidden to them. But it is mot necessary
to give an account of this,

The sum of the abovementiomed annual revenue is two
hundred and five thousand ducats. I am eager to affirm the
abovementioned compuration so that it will mot be liable to
censure or castigation. Political matters are full of al-
terations and contingencies, and in this Discourse I have
planned to follow as a new academician the probable and
likely and not as a Mathemmtician, the absolutely demom-
strable and unanswerable,

To the above taxes is added the extraordinary tax pessed
in the year 1636 which brought in eleven thousand ducats.
If it appeared mediocre, since it was a universal tax, how-
ever when it was applied in particular, it turned out te
be the most durdensome to the Hebrews in comparisom with
its effect on the other inhabitants of the City. There i»
still the tax on a fourth of the rents, which had a pewer-
ful effect on the Jews, for with houses being estimmted
according to the narrowness of their buildings, confined



in the nmarrow enclosure of the Ghetto - without any exagger-
ation one can judge such an estimate to have been three times
what it would have been if the above mentiomed houses would
have been situated outside the Ghette and imhabited by Chris-
tians. And this tax brought in (30b) six thousand ducats.
And when one adds these two taxes to the aforementiomed sum,
the total is two hundred plus the twenty-two thousand (to-
gether a considerable amount of money), which monies come
from the provinces (i.e. the duchy) but do mot reach such

2 limit of revenue, Besides, also in the time of the fleet
the Hebrew compete with the other artisans in supplyimg te
the people their needs, from which in the past they have
paid one thousand and five hundred ducats. But in additiom
it is notable that the quantity of artisans and teachers

who stay in the City because of the Hebrews (as I have many
times said) in the time of the fleet compete with their per-
sons or with money in hiring men who will serve in the fleet
in conformity with the decrees of the prince - even this is
a profit resulting from the Hebrews. Beyond this one caa
consider the money of the above mentioned Hebrews which im
considerable amount circulates in the public bank exposed

to the service of the many and to trade in particular, But
Yes ides when it was ordered to deposit one's money, with the
usual interest, the Hebrews as the others were taxed. But
this fact merits some reflexion. For much wealth and riches
of friends and relatives of the Nation who were subjects



«5l=

of foreign princes, were handed over to the Hebrews (as I
have said on oceasion) to be deposited. (31) A consideradble
amount of money came in from this practice as from the or-
dinary interest on the money of others which came into the
Hebrews' hands. This arrangement would bring greater profit
than if one carried om similar business with other foreiga-
ers. The latter would take their annual interest to their
own countries and deprive the City of it, but this would
not happen in the case of the Hebrews, for since they have
no country of their own they take refuge easily wherever
their capital is placed and they do not remove the interest.
But that which above all else is deserving of notice
and observation is that in order to meintain the entrance
toll the prince does not need to bother himself with the
accustomed cares nor employ any expense or disbursement,
The enclosure of the Ghetto has no need of a garrison teo
take care of it nor a citadel to defend it or restrain it.
Nor does it need a fleet to coast alongside to prevent sud-
den attacks by corsairs. Nor is there any jealousy of
princes which might surprise it. There is no fear of in-
ternal sedition to cause agitation. There is no danger of
8 sea inundation or of an impetuous river whiech might sud-
merge it. It needs no continual restoration and convenience
of walls nor any provision of military instruments., Ome
does hot have to bother (31b) about the failing of food.
Nor is there any need of a regiment to govern it or a quess-

<4or or chamberlain to exact the entrance tolls. The Hebrew
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Ration is by itself submissive, subject, and pliant to the
will of its prince. Placed, one may say, in the center of
the City, it is diligent and industrious on its own part
in observing and responding rigorously to the rights and
payments due the publie and would like to be as skillful
in the handling of arms with the spilling of its own blood
as it is swift in the spending of money in the service of
the Most Serene Republic that it would show itself ready
in the former action as well as in the latter,

And here there comes to mind something, al though of
little moment and almost unworthy of reflection. But since
from it one can conjecture the good talent the Nation has
for public service, I do not wish to pass over telling it.
It was a calamitous year for the whole state because of the
grave scourge of the plague, wherefore the subjects had the
occasion to test the public clemency, and thh P{}noo. the
opportunity to make a show of his singular nunii;noo and
sympathy. With indefatigable vigilance and very great ex-
pense of money he relieved and helped the urgent needs of
his people. The Hebrews not only made a generous resolu-
tion not to importune their prince already occupied in sym-
pathetic offices (32 toward the Christian subjects (who
without doubt would have shared the effects of the publie
kindness with the Jews), but they also managed to preserve
with expensive precautions perhaps the filthiest and most
contaminated part of the City. Moreover they still offered



some hundreds of ducats to the Most Illustrious Magistrate
of Sanitation for the support of poor Christiams. And by
the ¥ost Excellent Senate it was still ordered that they
should make a disbursement of ten thousand ducats for the
help of the poor which would be repaid the Hebrews from
future tolls which the Hebrews themselves would have to pe /e~
slthough at that time they continued to make the usual pay-
ments to the bankers in conformity with their agreements
and conventions, That the Hebrews acted thus, esteeming
the opportunity to divulge their good feelings in such
wearjsome times, shows their humility and excellent dis-

position in carrying out the public commands.

Consideration IX.

E b nt L]

for poverty, done by the Hebrews.
Of no part or member of their City do the Princes take

more accurate care and show more exact foresight than of
both the poor and wretched people (32b), who continually
demand and are never contented with their state. Wealth
is timid and fearful; poverty is in a hurry, resolute,and
rash. Whence Lucan in Book 3 of the Pharsalia says in ref-
erence to this: "Namque asserit urbes

Sola fames, emitur metus cum segne potentes

Vulgus alunt, nescit plebes jeiuna timere®*,

That is, the princes repay abundantly the reverence

and obedience of the people, but a hungry people is indeed
indocile with regard to humility and does not know what
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the fear for rulers should be. Wherefore August, distin-
guished ruler of the people, and conqueror of peoples, as
Tacitus notes: "ubi militem donis, populum annona cunctos
dulcedine oty pellexit,” and Solomon in Proverbs expounds
the condition and nature of wealth and poverty when he sam ,
in chapter 10,15: "the rich man's wealth is his strong cit ;
the ruin of the poor is their poverty." Thus he harmoniszes
with the Hebrew text and attributes to wealth only the. de-
fense and protection of those who possess it. As in chap-
ter 18,11, he adds that wealth is like a very well fortified
wall, and poverty is like the fear caused by an of fender
and invader of the rights of others, for the poor man has

no fear of danger or of losing anything. For that reason,
the latter has need of greater satisfaction or a more rigor-
ous bridle, But the Most Serene Republic was not only per-
suaded to aid and (33) help its poor from human and state
interest but was moved by the internal stimuli of its om
charity. Among the other excellent provisions of kindness
and exemplary sympathy shown toward the needy there was also
instituted and imposed upon the Hebrews that with the open-
ing of three banks they would have to help the needy and the

urgencies of the poverty-gtrickem with an interest rate
of only five per cent a year, This rate is almost im-
perceptible, for the expenses of leases on buildings,
factors, agents, and other needs are far more than the

total of such small interest. The sum of the above
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mentioned loan is without limit al though the bankers are

not obliged to lend more than three ducats for a single
pledge. This arrangement is peculiar to the City of Venice,
for in other places in Italy loans are made from the Hebrews
with the rate going to eighteen percent. And I believe that
the reasonable impulses which have inddced the Most Excellent
Senate to impose such a burden upon the Hebrews im particular
were these:

First, that when the Most Prudent Senate perceived the
certain dissension and repugnance that comes with a disparity
and difference in religion and the disadvantage that the Hel-

brews might have because of their being a weaker part of a
very minute people, it (the Senate) decided that by means of
supplying to them money in their needs there might be gen-
erated a certain friendship or at least tolerance toward the
Hebrews. And as experience shows (33b), the common people

. here are more pleased and tractable toward the Hebrew Nation

than in any other place in the world,

Secondly, the Hebrew is himself the weakest and least
respected subject that the Prince has; and whenever he (the
Hebrew) should fail in his duty toward the poor, the latter
can, for the slightest crime or failure in duty and without
any regard, demand indemnity from the Magistrates and bring
it about that the Hebrew should receive for his crime the

merited punishment.,
Thirdly, since the word "usury" is so greatly abhorred
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and detested by the public laws of Venice, the City there-
fore has not consented that even the small interent of five
percent should be exacted by Christians.

Fourthly, al though the most felicitious regime of the
Republic is so well stabilised that it ought not consider
any change; nevertheless as & way of good govermment and
in order to offer a certain precept and example tunotherl.
it has never wanted to permit that the function of helping
the poor with money should be performed except by a Nation
quite weak and subject and absolutely removed from any sed-
ditious and ambitious thought whatsoever,

And this same care Scripture alleged in the case of
the famine which occurred in Egypt in the time of Jacob
the patriarch, as one reads in Genesis, Chapter 41, VWhen
Pharaoh, the kin ,1(34) of Egypt learned through dreams that
an extreme penury of food would come into his country, he
promoted Joseph, who et the time was an imprisoned slave
and & foreigner, to take charge of the distribution of food
to help the people in such a grave calamity., In addition
to Joseph's ability and prudence as reasons for his appoint-
ment, there comes to mind a secret of state, and it is this:
One should not let the people be handled in such a time of
necessity and indigence by a man already known and familiar
to them on the suspicion that he might entice them in such
2 time of urgency and make himself their master and lord;

L
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but if the task is done by a young man, formerly a slave,
imprisoned, foreign, and different in religion, deprived
of any adherents, he can keep himself free in such a way
of all suspicion and jealousy by the State,

Cons ideration X.

dhat the protection practiced toward th
Jews is an hoporable actiop.

It is a concept of the sages that the wisdom and great-
ness of God reveals itself no less in the minute formation
of a little insect than im the articulation and organiza-
tion of a large elephant. (The magicians in Bgypt were able
to form frogs, but they were never able to produce gnats,)
So the virtue of a sovereign prince in the administration
of justice shines forth as much (34b) when exercised toward
the humble people as toward the famous and conspicuous nob-
ility_. And the same God frequently takes pleasure in being
callet'l:g;cred Scriptures 4 the Father of Orphans and the
Judge of Widows ae well as being entitled the oppressor of
proud monarchs and the dominator of tyrants. And Malachi,
the prophet, according to the Hebrew text (3.20) said:

"*But unto you whe fear My name shall the sun of righteous-
ness lri%é with healing in its wings.* Clemency is like

the mn:_the roys of which warm the region of the lower air
near the earth more than the upper and nearer air. Thus

the clemency of God is exercised in helping the dlepressed
and low as well as those who are raised up and lofty. Where-
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fore Isaiah (66.2) said in the nmame of God: "But om this
man will I look, even on him that is poor and of a contrite
spirit.” And the Psalmist, discoursing with God, says te
Him (17.15): "As for me, I shall behold Thy face in right-
eousness®, that is the omnipotence, wisdom, and authority
of God are related to the infinite and the immensity of
which they are atiributes, dbut the clemency and the mercy
have relations and kinship with our weakness and fragility
and the fect notwithstanding that though they are features
corresponding to our capacity yet they are expressive in
part of the Divinity. Thus to Moses who asked of God

(Bx 33.18): *Show me, I pray Thee, Thy glory", nothing was
shown to him other than His clemency and mercy, as we see
in Exodus, 33.

But because princes are still the representatives of
the Divinity it is proper that in actions of clemency they
should concur, for the (35) features of that same Original
that is within them all ought not be different. I recall,
in connection with this subject, having heard from an ex-
perienced and wise politician, the minister of a great prince,
an affirmation that when he arrived in a city where Hebrews
live, he was able to find no clearer conjecture in order
to investigate the true and inner sentiments of the primce
gnd the essential and real conditions of the government
than by the examining and careful observing of the manner

in which the Hebrew subjects were treated. For if the
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prince to his own and native people shows much afffability
and exercise of correct justice, that condition may derive
perhaps rather from a weakness of spirit and fear; dbut if
with foreigners he is humane, anyone will know that he does
not act thus through a servile respect which the prince holds
toward those who are vassals. The cause of the justice,
clemency, pretection and defense that he practices towmard
the Hebrews can be only a heroic virtue of a sincere spirit
which is naturally disposed toward raising up those who are
oppressed and in helping the weak. For the Hebrews are not
only of a subdued and humble spirit and accustomed to bur-
dens and oppressions, but they are accustomed not tto breathe
forth even a languid lament as they are still in the same
time deprived entirely in any other region of the world of
any particular prince who might be their protector and de-
fender.

And besides the above mentioned minister added that
among the many evidences of Venetian justice,and (35b) not
the final one practiced by its very good government, was
its complete equity and not exorbitant impositions which
were practiced toward the Hebrews. From which one can con=-
clude that in no little way is the protection that the Ven-
etian prince exercises over the Hebrew Nation honorable;
for through there is & profit for him in the entrance tolls
ment ioned above which augment only his treasury, (the in-
creease of wealth though being a thing which can happen to




private persoms), this protection is all the more honor-

able since it brings to him glory, which is the private pro-
perty of princes and great monarchs.

Consideration XI.

Socrates that great master of civil life, who called
back (as they say) to the company of men Philosophy, which
was wandering about in the heavens, introduced it into the
cities. After a curious investigation of his own in which
he penetrated into all the most recondite recesses and ab-
struse nooks of his mind, he announced that he did not know
whether he was a single animal or a mutiplicity of diverse
ones joined and enveloped within themselves, so confused did
he find within himself virtues, vices, excesses, and mod~
erations - which were the names given to the above-mentioned
animals in conformity with the Stoic doctrine. (36) And
if Anaxagoras (who denied the generation of natural things
and for that reason introduced a certain mass, confused
and composed of all things, and condemned the idea that
anything could be added or joined to this mass, an opinion
considered absurd) - if Anaxagoras had proposed such a thoughgy
concerning the mind of men perhaps he would have been re-
ceived with more applause by the learned., For, if one should
consider attentively the impulses of the mind, a universal
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mixture of infinite things would :fr;ppnront.

The courage to risk one's life springs often from the
fear which comes from vulgar whispers and murmurings. But
Quintus Fabius Maximus, the Cunctator, acted in the contrary
way. He was cowardly with regard to attacking Hannibal,
but courageous in scorning the attacks of the people, The
eager desire to prolong one's life and to enjoy one's pleas~
ures by the placing of weak but duradble wishes before ve-
hement and short ones makes us become temperate and moder-
ate. Whence Socrates (after Plato) in the Phaede discovered
this great secret of morality and said that moderate people
"intemperantia quadam temperantes sint,” and thus *"timi-
ditate forte sint"; and Solomon in Bcclesiastes (4.4) said:
"Again, I considered all labour and all excelling in work,
that it is a man's rivalry with his neighbor,” according to
the Hebrew, That is, the common virtues which hold men in
relation to their neighbors are desire, contention and
€@mulation, with virtues and vices becoming confused in
such a manner,

(36b) Pleasure, the principal object and so great at-
traction for our mind, is always mingled with its opposite,
pain, as Plato shows in the Philebus. Thirst and hunger
are the greatest condiments to our taste. Tragic plays
disturdb us and produce in us indignation against tyrants.
However, we feel a certain smarting from them and an irri-

tation of pleasure which greatly attracts and charms us,
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And the Hebrews pronounce plessure with the word 4 1J¥»
vhich comes too from the verb i1}V which means grievous
suffering, thus denoting the mixture abovementioned. Impe-~
tuous agitations of ire were commended by Homer as being
full of joy and sweetness. Thus, in the fervor of leve
Jealousy is born, and from there, hatred, Just as Tacitus
said of Mount Lebanon: “"mirum dictu tantos inter ardores
opacum fidumque nivibus.* Alexander, celebrated no less
for his victories than for his virtues of ninf; so full of
pity toward Darius III and his womenfolk, was then so in-
human toward Parmenion and Clitus, who delivered into his
hands the rule of the world, and so eru;;ftOllrd Callisthe~-
nes, his teacher. Julius Caesar, ferocious and inhuman in
Pharsalia, but indulgent toward Brutus, his murderer. XNero,
monster of hu*ﬁtity, sometimes grieved that he know how to
write death decrees for delinquents, but he did not abhor
using this talent againet his mother and (37) his teacher
Seneca. He was the friend of virtue and learning, but he
hated it in others. For that reason Lucan, the wittiest
poet ever, lost his life, In the time of the cruel pro-
seription ordered by the Triumvirate, when faith, charity,
and gratitude took leave of the most eminent and well-composeq
54 minds of the Republic and were no longer found in fath-
ers, sons and brothers, they took refuge among the abjec-
tions of slaves and ebscenities of prostitutes. Among others

one of the latter suffered extreme torments because she
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would not reveal her most honest friends. And Socrates at
the peak of his mental development found ignorance, and for
that reason he was condemned by the wisest oracle.

Gentleness when slightly irritated changes into indom-
itable proudness, and this, handled with dexterity, changes
into mild affability. The aspects around our mind are com-
posed of a mosaic which in appearance forms a single idea,
but when one approaches them it is seen that they are held
together by base small stones; and on varying occasions
every one of them takes on its own distinet appearance,
Wherefore the describing of the nature and condition of a
single man is a very arduous and difficult thing, and se
much the more so is the desire to relate them to a single
norm and idea. Whence it is that so many su thors (37b)
have written about the nature of dogs, horses, and falcons
and with great exactness have separated their customs and
conditions., But concerning man few have treated of him,
and then only fleetingly. Better than all Theophrastus,
in his Characters, the disciple of Aristotle, discoursed
on him. He reserved such an undertaking for the last years
of his life, when an octogenarian, and compiled a treatise
in historical fashion, an observation on the characters of
the human mind. Now we have only a fragment of the work,
the remainder being destroyed by the injury of time,

And if it is a difficult thing to define the customs of
& single man, what can one do if he wishes to determine those

of an entire Nation -« and especially of the Hebrews, scat-
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tered in every part of the world? It is impossible to say
a certain and definite thing about them, for the Hebrews
are dispersed through the universe. They are like a river
which runs through a long stretch of country; its waters
receive an impression of the various terrains through which
they pass. Thus the Hebrews who live in other countries ac-
quire diverse customs, and for that reason the manners of
the Venetien Hebrew differ from those of Constantinople,
Damescus, Cagliari (in Sardimia), and all those of Germany
and Poland are different. Nevertheless if someone still
wishes to investigate their customs in & universal manner.
ene could say that they are a Nation with a discouraged anmd
(38) weary spirit, incapable in their present state of all
political government, occupied with their own particular
interests, little or not at all cognizant of their univer-
eal nature, their parsimony approaching awvarice, great ad-
mirers of antiquity, unobservart of the present course of
things, many of them rough in their customs, unapplied to
learning and the knowledge of languages. In the observing
of their lawe in some things they exceed the limit and ap-
proach scrupulousness, to which failings they counterpoise
other qualities worthy of some observation - a firmness and
unimaginable tenacity in the belief and observing of their
religion, & uniformity of dogmas concerning their faith
through the course of one thousand five hundred and fifty
years. These people, who are scattered through the world,



are a constart mervel if not in meeting dangers at least
in supporting calamities. They have a singular knowledge
of the Holy Scruptures and their interpretation. They ex-
ercise humane charity and hospitality toward anyone of
their Fation, even though he be an outsider and foreigner.
The Persian Hebrew condoles and sympathizes with the tra-
vail of the Italian Hebrew, Distance of place causes no
disunion among them, for they possess the uniformity of
religion. Concerning carnal vices they practice great ab-
stinence; they are prudent and exact about keeping their
race unmixed and unconteminated, They avoid in the process
of ammessing wealth, however difficult (38b) an affair it
may be, any subjection or obsequiousness toward any prsc-
iice which is at variance with their religion. Their errors
and delinquencies almost always possess more of the cowarde-
ly and abject than of the atrocious and gresat.

Whenever it happens (as it often does among any Natiem)
that some one member commits & crime and transgresses against
the edicts of the prince, the remedy and medication is very
easy. The vices of the mind are similar to the infirmities
of the body, which are divided into two classes. Soms of
them, although they may be most grave sand pernicious, nev-
ertheless the doctor alone with his ordinary purges and
evacuations is sufficient for overcoming and conquering

them. PRut others of them are of & more mal ignant quality,
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and when they are contagious and communicative, it is nec-
essary that the Prince himself see that the sequestrations
and removals are employed and that the terror be accompan-
ied even by extreme punishments. Thus is the case also in
eriminal actions., Some of the, though abominable, have as
their object only the pleasure of individusl and private
gain. Besides these actions are restricted to & few guilty
persons, and these do not consent that - nor does it ful-
f£i11 their own interests and gains that - their outrageous
actions be commnicated to others. Wherefore when they are
discovered, the ordinary magistrates, with the accustomed
punishments and penalties of exile, prison, galleys, mutiie
‘ation. (39) of members, and death itself, are sufficient

to correct and to expugn such crimes. And of such a qual-
ity have been the enormities committed in every time by
some of the Nation, always spurred on by greed to robbery or
eimilar abjections. PEut one finds some types of execrable
action which are contagious and extend and penetrate into

& whole Nation, Besides, it is not possible to reduce such
criminal actions to a practical act except by means of &
total conspiracy, like the felony of a people, & change of
religion, an invasion of a city, an uprising against some
order and civil state - which excesses are so much the more
frightful and terrible since the punishments themselves, the
penalties, are by the delinquents considered rewards and

glorious recompenses for their actions. And thus they would
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ather meet death festively than to flee it with horror
8 it often happens in the recovery of freedom and relig-
ious change,

In the instance of the worship of the calf although
10t all had really committed that wickedness (as was also
the case in the revolt of Korah against Moses), still God
wished to punish the entire people, and that occurred be-
cause of the intent, for to such excesses all were inclin-
ed and ready - which never happened in other sins where
God slways distinguishes (39b) the delinquencies and er-
rors of each one of the people,

In those above-mentioned cases the ordinary remedies
administered by subordinate magistrates are not sufficient,
but it is rather necessary theg the supreme Prince inter-
vene with the eminence of his own majesty and supreme author-
ity and that he bring about the extermination of the evil
with total slaughter or at least with universal banishment.
The wicked actions of the Hebrews were never of such perni-
cious nature, not only in the city of Venice but even in
any other place through the course of about one thousand
five hundred and fifty years,

It is true that in the memoirs of the ancient histor-
fans one reads of a certain commotion of the Hebrew Nation
which occurred in the time of Trajan in Alexandria and a
little later in Cyprus, but this was at the time when the
Hebrews participated in the government of the City and near

-




the time of the captivity accomplished by Titus, wherefore

L-
they still preserved some sseds of their native feroeity.

Nor can one convince oneself that the king of Spain would
decide in our days upon that rigorous and total expulsion

of the Granadans, a people so0 numesous and full of farmers

and other artisans, by re son of some act of larceny, assass-

ination, or particular delinquency committed by fifteen or

twenty of these people, and that for that reason he would

arrive at a resolution so hurtful to his kingdoms and se

marveled at by the world. But certainly the internal motives

of 50 severe a decree were some (40) secret conspiracy dis-

covered by him, which was winding about among the entire

aforementioned Granadan nation, which perhaps deserved

slaughter rather than banishment.
And one does not have any doubt that the condemning

of all for the crime of one is against the natural norm and

teaching of the Divine Law, There is nothing in this world

of such excellent perfection that some evil is mot often

joined or added to it by wicked abuse. Iron, exceedingly

necessary for living, is frequently the means of slayings
Speech which gives so much nobility te

and destruction.
our species very often is the cause of misfortune and ruin.

But because of that there has never been any legislator so

scrupulous thet he prohibited the excavation for, and the

extraction of, iron from the mines and forbade to man the

use of speech. With regard to the documents of the Holy




Soripture we find that when the crimes of the inhabitants
of Pentapolis reached the highest point of wickedness and
enormity, it pleased God that the innocence of five men
should be able to make up for the scourgings that so great
& number of people deserved - so remote is the possibility
that a few delinquents of a nation should be sufficient to
provoke public indignation against the entire number.

Cons ideration XII.
4he oppopition rajsed against the Hebrew

r esolu .

Thdpebrev Nation is molested and oppugned by three
types of persons: by religious szealots, by politicians
and statesmen, and by the common and vulgar people., The
zealots claim that is is contemptuous of one's own religion
to permit in a state those who do not give assent to the
religion commonly approved. To those one can answer easily
that on this point they ought to moderate the zeal of their
pious mind when they see and \Uq;erve that the supreme head
of the Christian religion in the city of his own residence
admitted the Hebrews who have been discovered there for more
than eight hundred years. In the aforementioned city they
have a firm space and stable domicile and are governed and
ruled with the greatest justice and charity - for which
reason no one ought in matters of religiom claim to know
more about it than the head of it.

The politicians say that it is not proper in the same
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city to tolerate a diversity of religions as much because
of the offense and bad example that can come from one group
to the other, as because of the dissensions, disunity, hat-
reds that can arise among the inhabitants of this eity.

With regard to the first instance one can answer that
(41) no offense and bad example can occur, because the Heb-
rews and Christians communicate with one another so little
and the Hebrews are so different in their rites and also in
the diversity of their languages in which their books are
composed. One may add the prohibition to both Christian
and Jew alike against living together, and especially the
observance of the Hebrews concerning the tasting of many
food which are not perm%tted to them according to their
rites, Also they are fﬁ?idden by their laws as well as by
the edicts of the prince to engage in trading with these
foods. And the transgressors are most severely punished.
There is also the fact that the impotency and subjection
of the Hebrews causes that when anyone whatsoever is found
among thms who is outside of his own religion, he is shunned
and avoided and rarely is converted to their belief.

With regard to discord and dissension, one may say
that the Hebrews and Christians are not so contrary to each
other as black is to white, which, both being included under
the same genus of color do not abide each other. But they
are diverse after the manner of sweet and red, for they are

entirely diverted and uncommunicative one with the other




save that under the most general type of condition they may
tolerate one another and de in one another's presence as
parts of the same object. In such a manner are the Hebrews
separated and drawn amay (41b) from the Christians. Rarely
on matters of religion do they come into competition and
contention with one another. So much the more so is this
true since the Hebrew, because of the conditions of the
times and the fact that his principal religious institu-
tions are foreign to any thought of propagating and spread-
ing his religion. He is occupied solely in surmounting
his own wants and needs, and he does not aspire to better
in any wise his own conditions on a general scale. And if
he should venture to spread his religion it is certain,
since the matter would be referred to the magistrates, that
he would receive the utmost punishment.

Another attack the politicians adduce against the Nation.
It is the practice of usury, a crime not only damned by Dive
vine laws but prohibited universally by the civil ones as an
exterminator of wealth and destroyer of families. Whence
the poet says: "Hinc Wsura varax avidumque in tempore fenus."
To which one replies that the usury practiced by the Heb-
rews is rather tolerated by their laws than expressly admit-

ted and permitted (as will be later explained). And besides

one can affirm with great probability that those who sup-

port themselves with usury are most rare. The reason for

that is that since the domestic expenses of the Hebrews are
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very great, it is not persuasible that they can smiataia
themselves with a type of employment not conceded nor per-
mitted by the laws of the prince. Besides that, it is like-
wise not in the power (42) of the Hebrew in any time te
force the Christian to redeem his property; and once the
Hebrew has used his capital he can no longer regain it at
his will but must await the will and convenience of this
Christian with regard to the latter's redeeming his pledge.
And if the pawnshope, like thos in Padua, Vicenza, and
Verona, which have hundreds of.thouaanda of ducats employed
in the service of needy persons would not be able at the

end of a year to sell the pledges, in a short time they would
be exhausted of money, with their capital embroiled and en-
tangled. VWherefore it is not persuasible that the Hebrews,
who with respect to the pawnshops are of mediocre possess-
ions and of tenuous wealth, would be able to last for a long
time and to live in such a disadvantageous state, This is
80 much the more true since having the right to be able to
trade legitimately, they would rather not expose their wealth
to such subjection, and one may believe that this usury is
rather a way of support for wards and widows.

But besides, I meet fact to fac® with the above-mention-
ed men, experienced in the affairs of the world, and exhibit
to them that celebrated saying of Tacitus about the banish-
ment of the mathematician-astrologers from the city of Rome,

"Quod in civitate nostra, 8¢ vetabitur semper, 8¢ retene-
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bitur.” Thus they ought to judge concerning usury, & sin
continually dammed, but practiced in every time and place.
Concurring to bring it about are two very great stimuli
which our fragility possesses; the need of the borrower
(42b) who contributes the usury, and the insatiable greed
of the lender who receives it. And even if such a trans-
gression were not committed by the Hebrews, perhaps others
would not be lacking to do so = others who, with greater
extortion of the poor and needy, would practice such a base
profession, and usurers would be reduced to a smaller nume
ber. And regarding this matter, in order to defame the
Nation one called it the hold of ship and the sewer of every
filthy business. With this reproach and calumny perhaps
one signified the need and urgency of a hold to the ship
and the very great need of a sewer for the sumptuous pal-
ace. And this I do not say already as a defense for such
an action but only to show that such an enormity, like some
others, ie not an essential property of the Hebrews, as
many presume to assert, but rather it is an accident conse-
quent to the straitness of living and the conditions of

the time,

The vulgar are easily incited and persuaded by any
calumny and anqﬁllnder feigned and devised through a hatred
of the Nation. If they were capable of some learning, they
could be admoniched to read the ancient sages and histor=-

jans who treated of events occurring among the first Christ-
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tians, like Tacitus (among the gentiles) and Tertullian
(among the Christians) in the Apologeticus , who observed
how false were the imputations attributed against (43) that
innocent people. And one could conjecture that now the
same thing can happen to the Hebrews on the part of men
unfriendly to the Nation.

The first writer (Tacitus) tells that the cruel Nero
having set Rome afire, being moved by ambitions to rebuild
it in a better manner, in order to rid himself of the hatred
formed againet him by the people, calumniated the innocent
Christians of that time and claimed that such a misdeed was
probably committed by them. He sentenced them to be burned
by being enveloped in pitch and sulphur and placed them at
night in the public streets of the destroyed city in order
that they might serve the Roman people as street-lights and
lamps.

The second writer (Tertullian) sharply defends his
people against the accusation of infanticide placed against
Chrietians with so much mendacity. It was claimed that
they used the blood of innocent children to celebrate their
ceremonies - an imposture so incredible and so slien to
probebility. The same accusation also against t.he Hébre'u
more than once stirred up tragic events, and chiefly in the

Couminia,
ultramontane-beeauae of our rigorous abstinence from tast-

ing the blood of brute animals - and how much the more so

that of humans - and for religious use.
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(43p) Believing in public rumors snd wvulgar noises in
risking one's own faith in a crowd of rash and inaccurate
testimonies. Truth, by defending itself from the insults
of time and by acquiring body and strength prevails often
over the appendices of vulgar fame - in the manner of those
ladies who in order to appear more majestic make themselves
taller by the use of large, additional "feet® (raised shoes).
And aonJothera. in order to season and make savory their
conversations mingle lies with them as a spicy arom.
Truth is by itself harsh and unpleasing; falsity, ad-
mired and delightful; the former is subject to the course
of events; the latter, free and wandering. The former is
produced by the action of the object which impressed it
upon our mind; the latter, depends entirely upomn human
pleasure, and as for our offepring we have loving feeling
for it. But what is thus said is composed of voluntary
lies, and they are known as such by the ones who produce
them. Other lies are of a more monstrous appearance so
that when the mind is occupied with a turbid passion and
dark ignorence and these join with the will, they produce
a filthy progeny. And they are by Plat; in the Hippias
Minor demned with much greater rigor tlfnn the first type
of evil-doing. Both types torment and infect the most
noble faculties of our mind, and such lies and mendacity
ought to be denied at least the applsuse of prudent men,
who, listening t~ them with delight, (44) lend them the
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nourishment necessary for a durable life.

There is no doudbt that the Hebrew FNation, among other
calamities, is subject to calumnies and lies more than any
other through the impunity of the galumniators. And de-
cause very often the true is mingled with the false, in-
vectives which are leveled against them succeed in a per-
nicious way. In order to separate the false from the real
one has need of a more exact intellect. And if nature,
lacring in some affection, rejects to the weakest parts of
our body the corrupt humors, so much the more can one i -
agine that men agitated by perturbations and passions are
led to load upon the weakest and most stupid, blame and
lies. EBut moreover, one may say that while they charge
the Hebrews with the most grave and intolerable crimes
and affirm notorious things about them, they not only injure
the Hebrews, but they a;no censure the accurate foresight
of their prince; for by their actions they claim that with
their owl-like eyes are superior to the lynx-like eyes of
their prince, who never ceases to inquire about, investig-
ate and meditate upon the most hidden and abstruse actions
of his subjects. Thus how can one maintain that those who
are not concerned with knowing the misdeeds of the Hebrews
are however so well informed iﬁout them, and the public,
whose business it is to know, is so poorly informed despite
a greet amount of connivance.

Particularly because the Hebrews live so close together




it would be impossidle (44b) that any outrageous actiom

not be discovered and observed by a neighbor, and consequent-
ly easily revealed to the magistrates, the neighbor being
attracted by a reward or stimulated by hatred and emula~

tion - passions which encumber the mird of the Hebrews as
they do that of anyone else. Wherefore the caluminators
ought to resign their curionitjto the important and pro-

per or ersight by the public govermment and ought to take

Hat
as a certain maxim that which is not noticed and punished

by the prince after such loud appeals is without doudt a
vain lie and rash falsehood.

The most ridiculous of all calumnies, to my belief,
is to say that the Hebrews of Venice notify the Barbary
pirates of the departure of ships from the City and then
share with them the booty - which for many reasons one can
be convinced is a vain machination. What commerce and faith
could the Hebrews have with the corsairst Princes and most
powerful monarchs have never been able to establish with
them any pact and agreement, and if even such pacts were
contracted would they not be broken? In what manner could
informaetion come to these corsairs since there is no regu-
lar passage from Venice to Barbary?

The corsairs have four nests on the coast of Africa
(or Barbary): Tripoli, Tunis, Bizerte, and Algiers. With

Tripoli there is no direct communication (45) except via
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Zante and Morea (in Greece), or by way of Malta, a voyage
of almost a month. It would be necessary first to bring

the informetion in the abovementioned two places, then by
sea or land to Malta, and from there to transfer \fl) to Tri-
poli, (How uncertain maritime traveling is everyone knows.)
It is then necessary to prepare the pirate vessels and again
to sail towards the mercantile vessels and to know where

to find them. To send information to Tunis it is first nec-
essary to arrive at Livorno or Malta, then by sea to Tunis,
where one finds oneself in the same difficulty as in Tri-
poli. Bizerte fits out ,only galleys and makes only one
expedition a year, in summertime. These pirates have a
custom of plundering the land., They do not seize vessels
except by accidental encounters, for they camnot support
themselves on the sea to await them, as much because of

the inconvenience of carrying such a great number of people,
as by virtue of the fact that the light galleys are not
prepared to combat the fury of the sea, With regard to Al-
giers, besides the abovementioned impediments of Tunis and
Tripoli, there is still the distance from the Levant. For

the pirates rarely go out into our seas, but take their course

in the Straits of Gibraltar or outside of it above the West-
ern Ocean. I do not know, in like manner, how the cor-
sairs might be persuaded to share their booty with the Heb-
rews for they by themselves are sufficiently informed of
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the traveling of vessels and of the time they leave Venice.
Who is that ignorant mariner who is not informed by hime-
self that the northwest winds customarily blowing in the
summer lead vessels from Italy to the South and to the Lev-
ant? How many Christian 3aves and renegades, skilled guides
and skillful pilots do they have who inform them of all
Venetian navigation and who lead them in whatever place or
port they wish sish - without rewarding the Hebrews and
sharing with them their gains and profits.

And also how incredible it is that with many vessels
in great part laden with the possessions of Hebrews, the
latter should expose the wealth of their friends and relati-
ves to the hands of the Barbary pirates and to infidels
in order to get it back again afterhaving placed it in such
manifest danger and having exposed it to most certain loss.
Rather these same Hebrews would be the delators and accus-
ers of the pirates in order to avoid personal loss. It is
stupid to say that the Hebrews would be led to commit such
2 crime through a hope that they might have of selling their
booty cheaply since it is publicly known that in the above-
mentioned pirate towns Frenchmen, Englishmen, and Flemings
come together very frequently, even with their consuls re-
siding there and their own representatives who arrive there
regularly with their vessels, laden with provisions (46)
and wares, Further the Italians, Genoans, and Livornese

trade there., Wherefore when some booty would arrive, the




Hebrew Nation might hope less than anyone else who might
be there to find some good opportunity from an investment;
for the Hebrews are the most insignificant and the least
wealthy of all the others. Prom the improbability of this
imputation the prudent reader will be able to conclude the

weakenss of many others attributed to, and imposed upon,
this unhappy FNation.

Cons ideration XIII.

Zhat the ancjent Mogaic law decreed that ope
ought to practice charity toward the entire
hupan race.

Those celebrated reformers of ancient heathenism who
provided it with institutions and laws, like all men, and in
like manner, had their thoughts and attempts bounded and
limited. Solon was content with teaching the Athenians
the laws; Lycurgus, Sparta; and Romulus was satisfied with
instructing the sole enclosure of his narrow place of ex-
ile., Of the remmainder of the human race they cared not,
as if it were deprived almost of all humenity. They per-
mitted their own citizens to take the property of other
men; plundering being legal, thf; conceded that one might
usurp the liberty of others. Finally they permitjed that
some foreigners might offer themselves on the altars of
(46b) their false gods as victims, But the law of God pro-

mulgated by Moses provides and cares for all our species.
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And as if a single nature were instituted by God in the
world that all its parts should unite together in harmon-
ious concert and should rule with reciprocal sympathy, he
thus decreed that all the human race with unanimous friend-
ship should be in harmony together, that any man whosoever
should consider himself a citizen of a single republic.
¥oses decreed thus, joining such a love and charity im

the humen heart with the teaching and instructing of them
to the point that if man was created by a -m;fu\_cod and
his species had its origin from Him, so was man propagated
from & single father Adam, and divided again into branches
by Noah,

Wherefore the prophet Malachie~ "Have we not all one
father? Hath not one God created us? Why do we deal
treacherously every man against his brother, profaning the
covenant of our fathers?" (2.10) - uses two motives to make
us conceive this tender affection of reciprocal love and to
avoid reciprocal injuries., First,, we are derived froma
single father and therefore we are all blood-relatives,
equally free, and equally participants and heirs of some
portion of the goods of the world. Second, we are all the
creatures and productions of a single God. And he does
not say that we are united in a single cult and mode of
worship, which would be a proper argument to induce good

relations only among the Hebrews themselves, but he argues




with a (47) most efficacious and general reason for the
conciliation of all men. And is it not believable that
at the time of the Deluge usurpations, extortions, amd
frauds were prohibited indifferently to all, and that for
that reason they were condemned to drowning - and should
similar depraved acts and excesses be permitted to the
Hebrew people seeing that they were starting on the way to
greater perfection? And in the Decalogue in the same tenor
and generality, homicide, adultery, and theft were prohib-
jted = with no one passively excluded from such precepts.
And there is no doubt that homicide, adultery were univer-
sal precepts. And from the specification that Scripture
used with regard to usury, which forbade and prohibited
its practice with the Hebrew but tolerated it with regard
to the foreigner provided the loan was contracted for with
the will and assent of the contractor and lender - from
this, one is indubitably convinced that frauds and vio-
lences practiced toward the outsider without his knowledge
and will are condemned and prohibited by the law, for in
this declaration there was no distinction as in usury.
Scripture in Leviticus said: (25.17) "And ye shall not
wrong one another; but thou shalt fear thy God; for I am
the Lord your God.®” The Hebrew meaning is not to cheat your

contractor, according to the expression of Seripture, which

used the word hamito !'N'¥MY which, according to the Heb-
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brew grammarians means "that which is (47b) against us®,
This word is derived from the word humt NMY . That

is, any contractor or stipulator (and in ];gg!';. 22,2411,
it is expressly said) is forbidden to cheat the outsider.
And bes ides, when the Hebrews were led into the Holy Land
the boundaries of their dominion were also limited on all
sides. This practice was not observed by some peoples and
nations, who extended their dominion to wherever their good
fortune led them and to wherever their own strength and
violence gave them entry, in accordance with the saying of
Caesar: "men si violandum est jus regnandi gratia, violan-
dum est,". And the Spartans said that the confines of their
dominion extended as far as the point of their sword could
reach, The Romans set & goal and terminus to their East-
ern Empire, the Euphrates, but before long it was beaten
back and rejected bit by bit. The Hebrews solely by their
laws were held and restrained within their own limits, And
is it not unbelievable that the prophets would have declaim-
ed so much against the nations who usurped the rights of

the Hebrews oppressed them if it had been permitted to the
Hebrews io u;;_;inilar actions against the invaders. And it
1;/:ertain and indubitable thing that among the Hebrews

the defrauding of the one who was outside their religionm
was held to be a greater sin than the defifiuding of a fel-

low Hebrew. Rather such & crime is numbered among the ex-
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amples of the profanation of the name of God, which is

the extyreme of wickedness. (48) For that reason the Heb-
rews believe such crimes to be unpardonabdble and that God
deprives such transgressors of the ordinary succor and
customary relief that Me offers to penitents to exculpate
themselves - such transgressors as these giving occasion
to the people to debase and calumniate the Hebrew institu-
tions and to render the Nation more odious to peoples., To
vhich attack one ought to make & remonstrance through the
greatest exermplariness.

The abovementioned Philo writes that if it were indeed
permitted to the Hebrews to look down upon and to exter=-
minate the idols of the ancient gentiles while they (the
Hebrews) were a conquered and subject people, nevertheless
when they were independent and free, the Hebrews were [ro-
hibited from deriding with public derision the abovemention-
ed idole in order not to provoke reciprocally the pagans to
deride the true God as a form of revenge for the mockery
practiced towerd their false godes. But let us hear his
own words translated from the Greek: "non permittit ef-
freni lingue petulantia conviciari Diis creditis falsa per-
suasione aliarum gentium, ne ille irritate prorumpunt ia
voces nefarias contra Deum optimum ¥pxinum.* In the same
way would it not be prohibited and forbidden to th#e‘hcm

to cormit any criminal action of fraud, cheating, and ex-




tortion against anyone who is outside their religion? And
particularly in order not to bring about the oppcrtuﬁity
for uttering any execrable blasphemy and impropriety against
their law and institutions with the attendant danger (48)p)
of offending God Himself, the principnl Institutor of these
laws,

There are with regard to this point some notable doc-
uments in Scripture. Elisha, s thoué‘:he would receive gifts
and presents from the Hebrews, as Scripture attests, never-
theless after heving healed the hitherto incurable leper
Naaman, general of the king of Damascus who was harassing
him, when the Damascan pagan wanted to present a mediocre
gift, he did not want to receive it but magnanimously re-
fused it, as is read in the chapter of Kings. On the other
hand when Gehazi, his servant, followed and requested clan-
destinely from the abovementioned Naaman a certain gifrt,
he was for that reason discharged by Elisha and condemned
to the perpetual infection of an indelible leprosy, he with
all his posterity - all this to show to that gentile and
his king how diverted his mind was from avid thoughts of ac-
quiring what belonged to others when he refused what was
offered to him as a reward for the healing. So Abraham
refus:& ‘&:‘.:::2:1‘:&:&2& med by the _:'::iﬂm of
Syrianpf Pentapolis, which booty Abraham by the law

nations and war would have been able to keep. Neverthe-




less, he wanted to show what was his best institution and
excellence of customs, and he magnanimously released that
booty to the king of Sodom and his allies, the first Pe o~
Sessors of it. And those Hebrews living under the dominion
of Ahasuerus, king of Persia, when permitted (49) dy royal
edict to execute a vendetta against the life of their en-
emies and to seize their property, performed the former
act, but abstained from the latter. These examples must
be matters as much to be observed Wy he who professes the
Hebraic law as must be the nlintensnc:H;f the ceremonial
precepts contained in the law, which likewise with such
great scrupulousness must be performed by all. One can add
to the abovementioned examples the tender speech and inter-
cession of Abraham with God for the salvation of those crim-
inals of Pentapolis who not only were excluded from the
religious institution and cult which Abraham observed bdbut
were entirely bdereft of any appearance of humanity. And

g0 was Jonah punished by God and placed in such great dan-
ger of his life because he had refused to rebuke and warn
the people of Nineveh of their execrable enormities. From
both of these events we have clear instruction as to how any
one must implore God for the salvation of any other man
and how sven one can, by admonishing a man, raise him to &
better state, if not to perfection at least to a modera-

tion of the excess of his vices. But concerning the judg-
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ment which is commonly made of this Nation there occur the
fellacies which are accustomed to come up in consequences
badly established and badly understood - that is, using a
misunderstanding of names, not distinguishing individual
circumstances, and concluding (49b) universal propositions
by induction from a few particulars. Therefore it is nec-
essary to clarify and ventilate this point with much ex-
actness. Then the many imputations and impostures attrib-
uted in this regard to the Nation will be resolved and ren-
dered vain,

I hold it as certain that the principal reason of the
illusion proceeds from the act of embracing under the name
"alien" all Nations alike and of believing that among the
Hebrews no distinction is made concerning the treatment of
peoples who are outside the Hebraic rite and that these
peoples are all measured in the same manner. But if with
diligence someone would apply himself to investigating what
Seripture says in this regard, he would find that divers
nations are treated in distinct ways, and he would be able
to erase from his mind every scrupulous doubt. Secripture
makes mention at great length of some hations contiguous
to the Holy Land but distinguishes the customs and manrers
of these which the Hebrews ought to follow. Concerning
some nations, it is ordained that one ought to strive for

their corplete annihilation. There are other mations
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with which one ought to abhor all conversation and ming-
ling at any time even though they be converted to the Heb-
rew religion. There are other nations which ought not to
be abominated and which, being on a third level, could con=-
vert and unite indifferently with the people., Other nations
are passed over without (50) any mention, their treatment
being left to the judgment of the Nation., There is no doubt
that Scripture (being indicated by God who perceives in

His eternity the infinite that will come to pass) not only
instituted the Hebraic action regarding those small peoples
and special nations named in Scripture as living contiguous
to the Holy Land, which in short and limited space of time
ought to be abolished and made extinct so that even the
place of their dwelling was pointed out - but with the
specifications of such nations, Scripture represented the
differences between peoples, the diversity of customs, and
the manner which the Feople ought to observe toward them.,
The canﬁnnitea resemble jidolators, abhorrent sacrificers

of men ind their own children, adulterers, committers of
incest, sodomites, who were condemned to complete annihila=-
tion. Through the Amalekites inhuman persecutors were re-
presented who, without any rational impulse, with a hatred
more than Timonian, wished to bring about the extermina-
tion of the human race, For that reason they likewise were
sentenced to total extermination with the absolute aboli-

tion of their memory - the hatred that one bears toward men
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not being less abhorred by God than the failure to observe
custome proper to humanity. In the Moabites and Ammonites
are recognized ungrateful people who do not remember the
bond of blood, nor the knot of beneficence, for their fam-
ily was common (50b) with that of the Hebrews. And likewise
lot, their original father, received so many favors from the
patriarch Abraham, but with all that they refused to grant
slight refreshment and the necessary aid on that long jour-
ney made in the desert., For that reason God prohibited

the granting to them of any benefit and forbade everlast-
ingly any family union of the Hebrews with them. But still
God forbade hurting them because in effect the people re-
ceived no outrage from their hands. From the Edomites came
the same ingratitude, but because they followed the example
of theﬁmnitea and Moabites, because of the relationship
and the brotherhood of Essau (called Edom) with Jacob, amd
also because their national jealousy which made them refuse
the Hebrews transit through their country could be excused,
it was forbidden to molest them, Therefore a relationship
after the third generation was gran ted them., Like the "'~

‘Edomites, the Egyptians were treated with a temperate penal-

ty for the torment they inflicted upon the Hebrews in that
long asylum they granted them in their country. It was

forbidden to offend them, and only in the third generation
was it permitted to mingle with them, And if it was per-
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mitted in the exodus from Egypt to despoil the Egyptians

of some valuable goods, this was a reward for the servi-
tude the Hebrews bore so many years to the profit of the
Egyptians. With regard then to the Philistines and Damas~
cans and other neighboring northerm and eastern peoples,
since the Hebrews had not (51) received any favor from

them in their burdensome journey, nor offense (for they
were not situated in a place where any favors could came
forth from them), Scripture gives no information as to how
one should deal and converse with them, But in conformity
with the occasion and opportunity, the Hebrews were to res-
pond either to their good or depraved conduct, So in every
time when the Hebrews find themselves in conditions and
customs similar to the abovementioned, they must act toward
others in conformity with the rule and norm mentioned in
the established law.

Now then if had been ordered to not insult, abuse,
abhor and harm tge Egyptians by reason (as Scripture ex-
pressed in Deuteronomy 23.8) of that unhappy and tyran-
nical asylum thet the Hebrews had in their country al-
though they had tolerated such a calamitous oppression in
the making of pyramid meusoleums and in the erecting of
very high walls and besides on the slightest suspicion of
state, the kind condemned their little male children to be
drowned before they were conscious of any guilt and before




they had tasted life - if all this be 80, then in what
manner can one uphold that that the Hebrews are permitted
to harm and practice extortion against those people who
give them free living room and pleasing habitation and

(51) who let them have the ordinary commodities on an equal
basis with other subjects? And would they bde permitted with
80 much ingratitude to reward and pay for such and seo me ny
benefite? This is a reason so efficacious and an argument

80 conclusive that it ought to render the most irritated
mind ever mild and tender toward the Nation.

Consideration XIV.
he Hebrews differ

The communion of religion is the greatest bond anl most
tenacious knot which keeps human society united, as that
pagan said: "vita humana Religione constat®; and Phile,
the very learned and eloquent Hebrew, wrote: "nam unius
Dei cultus est amoris mutuque benevolenti® vinculu insol-
ubile.” But it does not hold among the Hebrews that those
are outside the observance of their rites and do not give
assent to their particular beliefs are therefore considered
a4 entirely free and loosened from any bond of humm ity
and reciprocal friendship. But the Hebrews consider that
there are diverse grades of relationship among men as there

are also diverse grades in the same nation with regard to
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the obligations of charity among one's subordinates, (52)
Th*ovc of self obtains first place, afterwards comes the
connection of blood, then the friendship among citizens;
and for that reason the Hebrews believe that foreigners
and those not of their religion participate with them in a
common humanity which joins them together, and they there-
fore observe the precepts of natural morality and have some
cognition of a superior cause. And in order to prove that,
I have gathered together some arguments which probabdbly de-
monstrate it,

First, I do not find in the Scripture that God ever
commended the Hebrews to occupy themselves with striving
to insert into the minds of their neighboring peoples the
proper beliefs in order to introduce their special rites
to them, but most certainly He ordered and commanded them
to teach these peoples some general beliefs such as the
omnipotence, wisdom, greatness, clemency, and justice of
God., Wherefore Jeremiah (10.,11f.) admonished the people,
captive in Babylonia, that in the Chaldean language one ought
to notify those gentiles: "Thus shall ye say unto them:
'"The gods that have not made the heavens and the earth,

‘ these shall perish from the earth, and from under the heav-
ens.' He that hath made the earth by His power, that hath
established the world by His wisdom, and hath stretched

out the heavens by His understanding..." Wherefore He does
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not order them to narrate the prodigies and miracles

that happened in Egypt, nor the liberation of the people,
nor the drawing back of the sea with the subsequent drown-
ing, nor even the great pomp and commotion of nature (52b)
in the promulgation of the law; but they must convince them
of the existence of God and of His providence by the move-
ment of the heavens, by the production of beings, and by
the unaimous correspondence together of all things.

And in another place the Psalmist says (105.1): "0
give thanks unto the Lord, call upon His name; make known
his doings among the pecples,” i.e. that one ought to re-
late and divulge the operations of God and the effects of
His justice. On the contrary, in another place, with re-
gard to speciasl rites, in Pgalw 147.19f: "He declareth
His word unto Jacob, His statutes and His ordinances unte
Israel, He hath not dealt so with any nation; and as for
His ordinances, they have not known them.* And thus one
admitted that the dead flesh of animals, forbidden to the
Hebrews, might be given and set before the gentile pilgrim,
As in Deuteronomy, chapter 14, and ¥alachi, in chapter
1.11: "For from the rising of the sun even unto the going
down of the same My name is great among the nations; and
in every place offerings are presented unto My name, even
pure oblations; for ¥y name is great among the nations,

saith the Lord of hosts.”™ This alludes to the fact that
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in & certain manner God in that time remained satisfied
and contented with that simplicity and shaded cognition
that the Gentiles held concerning a principal cause that
aided the government of the world, And when Naomi was re-
turning to her land, Ruth her daughter-in-law made a res-
olution, in following her, to become converted to the Heb-
rew religion., But not only was she not supported by her
mother-in-law and confirmed in such a thought, but she

was rather persuaded to return to her prior (53) state and
condition (1.15). "And she (Faomi) said:s 'Behold, they

sister-in-law is gone back unto her people, and unto her

god; return thou after thy sister-in-law.'"

Nor does one find that in past time that any city of
gentiles was conquered because of its lack of observance
of Hebrew rites and particular incredulity - but only if it
had not performed the natural impulses of reason and of
humenity. Pentapolis was upturned and burned because of ob-
scenity, inhospitality, and injustice, On the occasion of
the Deluge Seripture makes mention only of the carnal cor-

ruption and iniquitous rapacity and extortion. And the

gentiles of Nineveh, when they did pentitence, did not
convert to the Hebrew religion, dbut they ceased thieving,
extortions, end frauds, but they remained gentiles as be-
fore, And if even some nation were reprimanded and cas-

tigated for its cult, it was bYecause of the iniquities
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added to it such as human sacrifice, and the sacrifice of
their own children., And Amos, prognosticating the ruin A
and annihilation of many peoples, thai":;ns being three-
fold, inveighs and declaims against the heathen Damascenes,
Gazites, Tyrians, Idumeans, Ammonites, and Moabites for
crimes and transgressions committed only against human e-
quity and good morality. But afterwards when declaiming
against the Jews, he specifies sins against their religion
and their ommissions of legal precepts. And Joshua, after
the acquisition of the Holy Land, again granted fredom to
the people and their own choice either to confirm themsel-
ves for the future (53b) and to keep themselves in the Mos-
aic law or, without their incurring any of the penalties
provided, to refute it and to free themselves from it en-
tirely without their bringing any punishment upon thennaluto
yép for this action, Wherefore if with regard to the Heb-
rew people, having already accepted the law, Joshua never-
theless freed them from the penalties, how much the more
do the Hebrews consider absolved from obedience to the law ;
other people who had never assumed the obligation - as long
as they observe what belongs to them as I have said?

And Ezekiel, in chap. 20.32f: "And that which cometh
into your mind shall not beﬁg&_:}l; in that ye say: 'Ve
will be as the nations, as the families of the countries, '

to serve wood and stone.' As I live, saith the Lord God,
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surely with a mighty hand....will I b*ing over you," In
such & manner He discoursed with the people because if many
times they had placed themselves voluntarily under the law,
with a promise stipulated for themselves and their poster-
ity, they were not for that reason at liberty to free them-
selves from it. And in a similar sense also speaks the pro=-
phet Amos, in Chap. 3.1f.: "Hear this word that the Lord
hath spoken againet you, O children of Israél, against the
whole family which I brought up out of the land of Rgypt,
saying: 'You only have I known of all the families of the
earth; therefore I will visit upon you all your iniquities'”,
According to the chief expositors in the Nation, Rabbi
Sarmuel and David Kimchi, these words mean that since the
people voluntarily had taken upon itself and its posterity
the observance of the law in the time of loses and Joshua
(54) , therefore God was the particular exactor and accuser,
the Receiver of the penalties which were due Him., He does
not execute this demand upon other peoples, gentiles and
heathen, but with them He overlooks and is indulgent, be-
cause it is reasonable according to the rule of lawyers:
"secundum naturam est commoda cujiuscunq rei cum sequi, quem
sequuntur incommoda.” And likewise for the converse,
Jethro, the gentile, having come to visit his son-in-law
Yoses in the desert after the liberation of the people and
the miracles which occurred in Egypt, said, according to
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the Hebrew text (Ex 18.11): *Now I know that the Lord is
greater than all gods.® He admitted the superiority, but
he did not negate absolutely the existence of the other
minor imeginary gods, like the Romans who pretended to have
a certain hierarchy of greater and :!.e_uer gods, But the
Ppalmist in his more judicous and corrent manner said:s "For
the Lord is a great God, and a pu;’ King above all gods."
(95.3). It is different when one says that the emperor is
greater than any other king, or that he possesses superior-
ity over them,

And Neaman, when he turned toward God because of the
cure from his infection, obtained from the prophet a cer-
tain dispensation tnat it should be permitted to him that
when he should be in the company of the king, to kneel be-
fore the idols - negotiating such a transaction in a reli-
gious matter that would never have been allowed a Hebrew,
already obligated to & punctual observation of all the
rites of the law,

Now, in order to seal this discussion, I wish to cite
(54b) a place in Deuteronomy, chapter 33, which expressly
shows that God, if He indeed favored the Hebrew Prophets,
yet in the very time of the promulgation of the law, He did
not hate the other people (to whom it was not communicated)
but still loved them; for in the last blessing by Moses,
after the legislation had been described, Moses adds, accor-
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ding to the Hebrew text, approved by the masters of the
city (33.3f): "Yea, He loveth the peoples, all His holy
ones - they are in Thy hand; and they sit down at Thy feet,
receiving of Thy wards. Xoses commanded us a law..."” He
meant by peoples the gentiles, deprived of the Mosaic law
concerning which he told in the antecedent verse that it had
been communicated to the Hebrews,

It is indeed trug¢ that notwithstanding such love that
He bore for the gentiles, nevertheless the holy ones of
the Hebrew people were nearer to Him and more favored.
Yoses uses the metaphor of the hands (v.2) as the Psalmist
does when he wishes to denote the special protection that
God had over his, the Psalmist's, soul and spirit. He
said (31.6): "Into Thy hand I commit my spirit." He re-
fers to the relation of God to thefiebrew people expressed
in the antecedent verse., And thus in conformity with such
a sentiment, the subsequent verse corresponds with "Moses
commanded us a law.," It is as if he said the love and
charity of God extends universally over all men, but that
the favor of the law was in those times granted only to the
Hebrew people. And this is the easiest and least involved
exposition that has ever been found by the Hebrew commen-
tators, for this place (55) in Scripture is very abstruse

and recondite. These are reasons and arguments drawn from




within the sacred Scriptures, to which must ceed any author-
ity whatsoever of the rabbis and doctors Iho*;;;; the con-
$rary. The contrary I do not believe, for, if it were so,
Scripture would have treated of the nations infected with
vices and criminality similar to the Cansanites and Amale-

kites (e=thw-twair—eaf-Gennad), who were iniquitous toward
men and ‘impious toward God., And everyone has spoken of

such a matter in conformity with the quality of his own times,

but not with the spirit of the prophets to reveal the uni-
versal infinity of the future-that which is the proper cog-
nition of God.

But if someone should seek amo: - the Hebrews the rea-
son why God did not care to have His religion and the ob-
servance of rites propagated among the gentiles, one might
answer that that reason is enveloped in the deep secrets
of the Divinity. This is just the same as one's not being
able to comprehend also what might have been the reason
that only a few thousand years ago the world had its begin-
ning and the reason that God delayed the diffusion of his
benignity among His creatures, Also one cannot find out
why He created such & number of men and such a number of
angels . But only in general one can say that thus He com-
pleted the ornamentation of the world, And if some human
reason can reach the arcana of His Divine Majesty, one

could still reply according to thefiebrews that God, wishing




=100~

to keep the religion among the Hebrews, did not care to
have the Hebraic rite revealed to the neighboring gentiles.
(55b) . And the reason for it was this: Antiperistasis
(1it. etanding around and against) reinforces the strength
of natural things and invigorates them; cold standing a- '
round heat increases its (the heat's) strength so much so
that the Stoics said that when cold air suddenly confronts
& new place and finds heat there, the heat becomes more
live, Thus too, is the standing around of the enemy.

Terror inures the people to war and infuses in them a mil-

itary epirit. In the same manner repugnance for the reli-

gion of neighbors rendered the faithful people more al ert
in their own belief and more militant in the defense of
their native rites.

From the discourse just made one may take a firm pre-
cept and certain assertion that the Hebrew hes never been
permitted to practice any act of inhumanity and of fense
toward anyone who might have a different rite and belief,
provided that such & one observe the moral precepts and
also be not infected by some enormous vice but rather de
informed of the omnipotence, goodness, knowledge, provi-
dence of a superior cause which rules and moderates all.
But if some one again should object about the Hebrew's

being forbidden to take usury from another Hebrew but not
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from a foreigner, I answer that in that the Hebrews are not
far from the common opinion, that it is rather a tolerance
than a concession. I do not wish to cite that among the
Robans some forms of usury were permitted, for I do not
intend to defend what is not approved (56) universally,
Rather I should like to say that formerly when the Heb-
rews were in more comfortable estate, it was forbidden by
the teachers that they practice usury with anyone at all
even though the person outside their religion, as one reads
expressly in the gl& expounding the Ps(fAm which begins
(actuslly verse 3 of Psalm 24]: *Who shall ascend into
the mountain of the Lord?"; and this prohibition had many
just motives,

First, one does not know in Scripture exactly who
are properly called brothers and foreigners since under
the name of brothers the Idumeans are more than once named.
Second, because usury practiced against a Hebrew is a most
grave sin, and one believes that in such a depraved type
of negotiation the lender, borrower, guarante , notary,
and witnessee concur in the guilt; it has been pr ohibited
even with the profit ceasing and the loss rising. There-
fore usury was forbidden so that such a practice might
not be engaged in with any person at all in order that
for the joy of such gain the people might not become ac-
customed to practice usury even with the Hebrews. Thimsd,
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in order to obviate usurous pretexts and concealments that
under the name of, and through means of, foreigners might
be practiced with the Hebrews themselves. Fourth, the
same teachers say that such a profession is not decent since
usury is abstracted from the commerce of men and alien to
the profit (56b) of therepublic, But after the Hebrews
were forbidden the possession of stable wealth by princes
and forbidden the practice of some of the more principal
professions and other industries of civil life, then the
teachers, in order to reljeve the urgent needs of the na-
tion in obtaining sustenance, relaxed the rigor of such a
prohibition and restored all the former premissions of the
X¥osaic law. And so, to my way of thinking, this lamentable
declamation against the nation is satisfied and fades away.
I cammot desist from mentioning in such a discussion
a custom, a rite never transgressed and very rigorously
observed by the Hebrews. And that is never to meddle or
interpose oneself in matters of state prejudicial to the
princes under whom other Hebrews take refuge, for they con-
sider those Hebrews as hostages. So grezt is the fes#ling
of charity among them which proceeds from the uniformity
of their religion. And the illustrious officials destined
for the Porte of the Grand Turk have many times declared
that in their journeys through Turkish territory they are

received by the Nation as angels of peace and the extreme




=103~

of the Nation's influence is extended to them. And in the
very city of Constantinople the Hebrews give them a rev-
erant homage just as if they were the above-mentioned native
subjects. All this derives as much from the subjection
that has become hadbitual in the mind of th*ohret to rewe
vere great personnages (57) as also from a desire to make
recompense in part for the good treatment that is practiced
toward their Nation in the City in which they have refuge.
Just as the Hebrews have no precept, as I have said, to
spread abroad their religion, so also they never have any
thought to try any novelty to alleviate in general the
state of their race; for they believe that every change
that mey happen to them, must depend on a superior cause
and not on huren attempts,

At the occurrence of the exile from Castile and from
the other adjacent kingdoms, in the time of King Ferdin-
and and Queen Isabella, nearly half a million souls lived
there together. Of the exiles who did not want to convert
to the Christian religion there were three hundred thous-
and (as Isaac Abravanel, the very learned author who was
then a leader in the country, relates) among whom were men
of great spirit and counselors of state, as was Abravanel
himself. But there was never found in such a great number
anyone who yearned to propose any resolute means to allev-

jate himself from that miserable exile. But they dispersed
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themselves and went on their way through the world., This
is an evident sign that the daily institutions of the Hed-
rews and their subdued customs incline them to subjection

to, and reverence for, their princes.

Co eration

One discourses concerning the cause of the varioug
Rermissions granted the Hebrews and also concerning
some of the expulsjons which befell the Natjon.

In philosophical questions and scholastic deductions,

after the contending of reasons, it is the custom to ar-
rive into the inexorable and sometimes invincible arms of
authority. Thus I believe that when someone cannot meet
the above-mentioned matters face to face, he will strive

to fight with the weapons of example and authority. Amnd
they say that if the Hebrews bring so many conveniences

to thestate then what is the reason that the most prudent
princes and most wise republics exclude the Hebrew Nation
from their states as have done Spain, France, England, many
German cities and not a few Italian ones. To which instance
one mey answer that in political cases it is of little mom-
ent to argue from the place of the example, just as it is

& vanity to employ authority as evidence and certitude in
mathematics. So also in political matters it is an absur-
dity to argue on the basis of the contingency and diver-
sity of individual accidents., Every dominion and city have
their perticuler circumstances and attributes which do not
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fit the government of others. There is no city in Europe
which in civil (86b) and criminal matters does not have
its particular and municipal laws. Therefore one is not
& form of instruction and documentation for the other,
And ezfn if the authority of the most excellent senate of
Vens'te, in the matter of embracing the Hebrew Nation, ought
to beh;n exarmple to all others and the model for admitting
the Hebrews into their states. And there is no doubt that
all equally should permit the Hebrews to enter, for all
states are lovers of population and desirous of having pro-
fits and entrance taxes. But the diverse disposition and
erployments of peoples is the reason that these princes
incline and dispose themselves to second the caprices of
their people and do not tf;k: or find it convenient, to
use force. And the same Most Serence Republic grants hab-
ftation to the Hebrews in its own City, the leading one of
the dominion, but it does not do so in Brescia, Bergamo,
Crema, and some other cities of the state -- and this is
because of the repugnance and the retentiveness of the
peoples. And if indeed one cannot with fi\s_ro;son dis~
course among so many varietes of thoughts and peoples,
nevertheless one can probably say that the cities which
do not have a seaport, a numerous population, a concourse

of foreigners, and commissions of trade from all parts of

|
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the world, as Venice does -- in those cities it is necesa-
ary that the Hebrews who live in them support themselves
in one of three ways. First, by usury as they do in some
Italian and German cities. Second, by means of (87) the
practice of the common skills of the cities. Third, by
incomes from stable wealth, as in the Levant.

Usury causes the Hebrews to be disliked by all ranks
of the city equally. The practice of skills mmkes them
disliked by the small people., The possession of stable
wealth makes them disliked by the nobles and eminent people.
These are the essential and efficacious causes why the Heb=

brews do not live in many places. But this does not happen
in the City of Venice where usury is only at five per cent,
and the banks are set up for the convenience off the poor
and not for the profit of the bankers. Here the practicé
of skills is forbidden them along with the possession of
stable wealth, but trade and traffic supply the needs of
the Hebrews in such a manner that to no state and rank of
the City are they dangerous and troublesome., But beyond
that with great verisimilitude one can investigate the
cause of some notable expulsions of the Hebrews.

In many cities of Germany it happened in fthe time of
Godfrey of Bouillon, on the occasion of the Crusade to the
Holy Land, that the soldiery,becoming stirred up against
any nation that was not Christian, carried out against
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the wretched Hebrews memorable and pitiful slaughter,
There was almost no place of exile for them, and in the
mind of peoples hatred for and aversion for the Nation be-
came customary. In France at the very time that the slaugh-
ter at the hands of the Knights Terplar occurred, also very
severe decrees of confiscation and exile were fulminated
against the Hebrews for the causes noted in the histories.
They were driven out of Spain in the time of King
Ferdinand and Queen Isabella after the subjection of the
Moors of Granada. And if one wishes to attribute another
cause, that of a pure religious zeal, one can conjecture
that with their kingdoms full of Moors and Mohammedans,
though in appearance Christian, they did not want to support
in their kingdoms such a great mass of Hebrews and Moors '
separated from the common religion. But the Hebrews alone
nunbered & half million, as I have said, vherefore there
could easily take place among the above-mentioned nations
some plotting leading toward a rebellion; for the Hebrews
and Moors were equally conquered and discontented subjects.
And if that were really not so, appearances alone were suf-
ficient to make those princes suspicious. Therefore they
resolved to lessen jealousy and banish rather the Hebrews
than the Moors, for the latter were more necessary to their
kingdoms in agriculture and the practice of skills than
the Hebrews who were deprived of such callings. In addi-
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tion, the Moors were not banished in order to irritate
this group which still preserved its early ferocity and
which had a most powerful head of its own religionm.

With regard then to the King of Portugal who a lit-
1le later took the same action against the Natiom, (88)
persuaded continually by the above-mentioned Ferdinand and
Isabella, in his country the attempt was directed and aimed
rather at conversion than at exclusion and exile, The
Portuguese king possessed through navigation meny countries
on the African coast and planned to make new acquisitions
in the Indies and to spread his dominion still farther,
Thus, he needed many people to make up such expeditions,
his own population being exhausted of subjects because of
the smellness and narrowness of his kingdom (which was a
not too large portion of Spain and in itself little hab-
itable) . Therefore, he tried to convert to the Christian
religion a great number of Hebrews who then were in his
kingdom, having arrived there through the exile of the
above-mentioned Ferdinand and Isabella, The king wanted
to add and join them to his own people and to make use of
them in his undertakings, navigations, and colonies and
did not care whether violence was used in a matter of faith
and religion. Wherefore he published a haughty and cruel
decree of sudden exile and totel confiscation of wealth

against those who were not willing to consent to the above-




-109-

mentioned conversion (as such an event is related in the
history of the very eloquent Bishop Osorius). The result
was that about a hundred thousand were disposed and resol-
ved to obey him, and the smaller part accepted banishment
and proferfed exile.

(88b) This is as much as one can discourse about the
causes of such events which happened before ourhlne and
are wrapped up in the darkness of the unsearchable hearts

of princes.

Consideration XVI1II,
Herein the dispersion of the Hebrews and their
' o tat 8

ber is discussed.
Feoples and nations have their periods prescribed no

less than all other mundane things. They are warned that
when they are at the summit of favor and applause, they
may fall headlong into the abyss of oblivion., The poet
said: "Muoiono le Citta, Muoiono i Regni. Copre i fasti
e le pompe arena 8€ herbdba."

There are two ways in which things come to an end.
A thing may either be corrupted entirely and be transform-
ed into something else, or, retaining its own essence,
its simple shape may be broken and deformed by a dissolu~
tion of its continuity as in the case of crushed glass and

water that is separated. In the same manner nations are
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destroyed and come to an end. Chaldea, Persia, Greece,
and Rome and all the heathen world were entirely dissolv-
ed and disappeared and became transformed through a new
metamorphosis. Wherefore of some of them we know today
only the name, Of others (89) only some fragments of
their memories are preserved like planks which escaped
from a shipwreck. With regard to the Hebrew Nation there
did not occur such mutations and changes; and though it
was beaten and divided almost into infinite portions, beat-
en and dispersed through the whole world, it kept in great
part the identity of its essentiality. And there is no
doubt that by itself the Nation would not have had so much
vigor to oppose the edacity of time and to free itself
—~——
from the fierce insults heaped upon it for a space of about
sixteen hundred years, but all that depended upon the will
of God who preserved the Nation for ends mainfest to Him.
And if indeed captivity and dispersion are the greatest
calamities that can befall & people and a nation, render-
ing it base and abject, the scorn and derision of peoples,
nonetheless these scourges are a most efficacious remedy
for duration and preservation; for they remove from the
ruling princes jealousy and suspicion and from the dis-
tra;ught people, pride and boasting, for they become humble

and manageable,

The ancient Hebrew teachers observed that Balaam after
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having been first an enemy of the Hebrew people thenm wen ted
to bless them in order to make himself appear reverential
to God and likened the people to & very high and robust
cedar. And Ahijah, the Shilonite, a Hebrew, im prognos-
ticating some evil for the people, compared them to a reed
in the swamp which moves at every (89b) wind.

(89b) Vherefore the teachers say that the threat and
execration of the true and pious Silonite prophet who com-
pered the Hehrepn to a pliant and flexible reed, which
yields before every violence and therefore remains whole,
were better than the blessing of the rescally pseudo-pro-
phet who compared the people to the cedar which, in using
force against the violence and fury of whirlwinds and the
vehement blowing of winds, ies often finally loosened from
its roote: "Electitur obsequio curvatus ab arbore ramus.
Frangae si vires experiere tuas."” The dispersion of the
people has not only helped make them yielding before sur-
eriors, but it has aleso guarded them from innovations in
dogmes and rites, for they were not zble to meander about
and spread through the world through a division and diver-
gion of the component parte of the Nation.

With regard to the number of Hebrews one cannot give
it exactly, for we have no certein knowledge of all the
places they live., With regard to the Ten Tribes who were
captured by Shelmanezer before the destruction of the first

-
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Templ , no certain information is known concerning them
even though today the entire world has been searched and
discovered. Beginning with the Eastern part we know that
under the Persian king a great number, with middling free-
dom, has taken refuge, The state of the Turkish ruler is
the principal center of the Nation not only because it was
(90) their place of dwelling in former times, but also be-
cause of the concourse of Hebrews who had been expelled
from Spain, a great portion of whom finally came under Turk-
ish dominion., The cause of such a movement was first the
granting by the Turks of the right to practice the Hebrew
religion, a right # ich they granted to all who were diff=
{erent than they in the matter of religion. Anhsinco there
was an infinite number of Greeks and observers of other
rites, no reflection was made concerning the Hebrews. 1In
addition they are permitted the possession of stable wealth
and the practice of any profession at all; and with ne nob-
f{1ity among the Turks the question of the possession of land
raised no question. The Greeks, too, possessed a great
deal of land, and the Turks themselves, for the most part
applied themselves to the working skills. The Turks attend
to the militia and the government of the people in such a
way that there is no occasion for hatred and strife. One
might be led to say that circumcision, being practiced both
by Hebrews and Turks, would cause some friendly relatiomn-

ship; but that is not true because experience teaches that
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as & basis for a clearer understanding, as I have already
shown. They believe that azlthough the value of meritor-
ious deeds is great in the sight of God and although they
practice them to a great extent, they should accompany
them with feith., They affirm the freedom of the will,

and they consider this to be the principal article of their
belief. They affirm likewise that the merits of others can
hglp those who ere imperfect, and the living pray (91) for
the souls of the dead. They say that the vindication of
the pentinent is real and not putaetive and absolutory, as
Calvin has held. And if indeed the name of purgatory is not
mentioned frequently in their authors, they divide into
three the fate of the souls - the souls are separated with
regard to beatitude, finite temporal penalties, and etern-
al ones - for they hold that God absolves guilt but never-
the less exacts the penalty. Their prayers are made in

the Hebrew language, not in the iulgar tongue - which mat-
ters are discussed and aired in the treatise on Dogmas

and Rites [not extant].

In the Low Countries they are treated with very great
charity and kindness, as in Amsterdam, Rotterdam, and Ham=-
burg. These are places which, because of the flourishing
of the mercantile profession, grant humane asylum to all.
Toward the West then there remzins only Italy, and on the

coast of Africa the kingdom of Fez and Morocco.
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With regard to Italy they receive universally from
the princes protection and favors, and their indulgences
and privileges are honored without any change. But since
the situation here is under the eye of everyone, it is not
necessary that I dwell on it at length. I believe the Heb-
rews here number twenty-five thousand.

In #Mprocco and Fez and in other neighboring cities
(91b) the Hebrews are not under Turkish rule. A very great
number of them is in these cities, for some of the exiles
from Castile and Portugal went there also because of the
nearness of the places. It is said that there is an infin-
ity of Hebrews in the Mediterranean cities of Africa, but
because this is unfrequented and unknown country, the num-
ber cannot be given with certainty. The opinions and dog-
mas of all this Nation, so divided, torn, and dismembered,
are uniformg the ceremonial rites are the same and the Hee-

brews differ only in non-essential matters and then only
slightly. Wherefore Hamen, the enemy of the Nation said
to King Ahasuerus (Esther 3.8): "There is a certain people
scattered abroed and dispersed among the peoples in all
the provinces of thy kingdom; and in their laws are diverse
from those of every pe&ple'. Among so many charges one
could not hide this condition of uniformity, with varia-

tion in customs alone - a considerzble diversity for the

Teason above-noted.
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This is as much as has come to my mind to say with
regard to this Nation in so far as it pertains to the in-
terests of prince and peoples who give shelter to it, and
particularly to the Most Serene Venetian Republic, which
with so much benignity receives it into its states and pro-
tects it with ite customary justice and clemency. Venice
abhors and detests in ites every action that unjust and in-
human saying of the impious statesman Photinus uttered to
the young ermperor Ptolemy, as Lucan sang in the salia:z
(92) Dat penas laudata fides, cum sustinet inquit

Quos fortuna premit, fatis accede deisque, |
Et cole felices, miseros fuge, sydera terra,
Ut distant, 8¢ flamma mari, sic utile recto.

When this was pronounced, it produced treachery against
the greatest warrior who lived in that century; I mean the
slaying of the great Pompey. With his decapitation the
head of Romen liberty was slaughtered and cut, and a monu~
ment of eternzl infamy was erected to the one who approved
such an exercrable sentence. Rather may the Most Serene
Republic be subject to that prophecy expressed by the very
prudent father to a pious son (as Vergil simulates) that
he (the son) would later bring forth the grandeur and glory
of the Romen people. And then perhaps one day, through
the benignity of the Heavens, the Republic, which is the

rival of Rome in virtue, could also be the emulator of

her triumphs:
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Tu egere Imperio populos Romane memento,
H® tibi erunt artes pacisque imponere morem

Parcere subiectis, 8c debellare superbos.

THE END

1 6927
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