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Th• DISCORSO CIRCA IL SUTO DmLI BDREI (16'6) ot t.h• Italian Rabbi 
Siaeone (Silllba be Iaaac) Luuatto with an introduction on t.he 1 i te and 
work.a ot the author. 

Thi• thHie containa an introduction to1 and a t.nnelation ot .. 
the tam:N• polit.ical-econoaio )olmic tract.at• ot Luuat.to. Tho author 

diecueeea the political and economic eituat.ion of the Venetian Jew and 

attemt>t• to prcwe the nlu• ot th• J•• t,o the Venetian etate. 

Th• tiret nine ocmideraaioni (~o the chapter• are called) otter 

a det.,•• ot th• H•br•• - the worcl •Jew1 ie not ueod - t roa tbe eoonollic 

point of Yiew. The laet nine obapt.er• otter an apologetic •••&y baHd on 

.aioral, hiet.orioal, and rational ground• . 

The tiret co.neidonmone dieou.a•• the adTantagee accruing to a 

nation troa c011Mro• and trade. Th• Vea•t1am ba•e williDgly r.,O\moecl tbeir 

own participation in trade once their eortun .. are •de. th9Y no longer 

•i•h to riek their liv•• and poe•e••ion• on the high .... but •••k 110r• •table 

for• of ••1th. Since thie ia the •i t\ation. th• arg\mmt 1e not whether th• 

Venetian• •bould lot commerce t.11 entirely into the band• of tonignen, bu\ 

rather wh.t.her the Jew• or other foreigner• i n place ot tho J .. • •bould clir•ot it. 

In tho eixth coneiderazion• Luzzatto •bow• that th• J na, torbiclcl• 

to enggo in the proteeeiona. trad•, and agr iculture, turtb.,. th• cl1ri91on ot 

labor by their being reetricted to commerce. This cliYieion ot labor 1e bmetioial 

to the et.ate. tor i t tend• toward the perfection of indi•iclual •killa and reduo .. 

~he poaeibilit i e• of differencee among the oiti sene. In the eeYent.b conaideraaion• 

it h pointed out that i t. ie not good tor wealth to 'be conc.-itrated in a t• banU. 

And trade and couaerce are the beet poHible •-.na to bring about. a 110r• or l•• 
equitable dietribution of wealth. 

The following chapter li•t• the •ariou• tuee peid annually by the 

Rabr .... The ninth diecu1•• the baiichi di P•QlO •1ut.&Ulecl by the Hebr .... 

The ele.enth chapter gh•• a kemly drawn •ketch ot the Hebrew obaraoter. UIWJ 

i• the •ubject ot th• twolt't.h ccnaideraa1Clle. 
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In th• tourt.eenth ohapt.er the a•enion of tbe Hebrew to pro••lrti• 

19 acceot~ted. Thie a¥enion act.• u a d.t.errent to religioua •are, tor tb• 

B•brft ia directed bJ hi9 reUgioua la•• to len hie non-J•ieh neighbor and 

to clift\aee the knowledge ot Goel, but not to in•i•t upon t he coDYenion of at.hen 

t.o t .1• Rebr• tai th. 

In the titteantb chapter t he author ••eb to refute Ute accuaaticn• 

lnied by Taoitue againet t bt He'br .... Th• •izt.eenth chapter prorld• a 

bri ef r'9ua8 ot Jnieb lU.erary hietory. The d.t.riamt.al toroe ot diapenlon 

\lpon a people'• cr•t.i•i ty and literal')' out.put. 1e •pha•ised. 

Chapter anmteen h a •uney ot tbe poei tion ot th• B•br.a in the 

Y&riou• ocn.ntrie• ot the liaapora. 

In t.b• cloeing ooneiderasicne the .utbor otten etatl.tioa, ~ DO\ 

••rt reliable, on t.he diatri~icm of the Hebrn• i n the Y&riou• oountri• of 

the world. 

• • • 
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INTROWCTION 

Before the publication of Cecil Roth's detailed 

history of the Jews or Venice1 there was very little 

authoritative information available with resard to the 

Jewish community of that city. Histories of Venice 

make only scattered mention or the Jewj~h settlement there. 
r­

Cappelletti in his Storia della repµbblica di V enezia 

gives an entire chapter (bk.JJ, ch • .37} to the subject, but 

his manifest antisemitic bias makes us approach the work 

with caution. 

Though no doubt Jews may have passed through the 

realm at an earlier date, the first document which iden­

tifies the Jews with Venice is dated 945. It is a decree 

issued by the Venetian Senate, which forbade any Venetian 

vessel to take a board any Jewish or non-Jewish merchant 

that might be encountered in voyages to the Orient. How-

ever Venice was the crossroad or European trade, and it 

was inevitable that the Jews would pass through the city 

from time to time on their journeys to and from the East. 

Gradually a Jewish community arose, which in 1152 numbered 

about thirteen hundred. These Jews were kept out of Venice 

proper and were forced to conduct their affairs on the island 

of Spinalunga, opposite San Marco. This bit ot swampy waste­

l and received the name Giudecca, a word appearing in a doou­

ment in 1252. (The word has been offered as a possible etymon 

tor giudeo, "Jew.") In 1290 it was decreed that the Jews 

pay an export tax and import tax of five per cent on all 

their merchandise that passed through the dominion. No 
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restrictive regulations appear to he.ve been promulgated 

against t he Jews during the first two hundred years of 

their settlement. In tact from 1317 on Jewish doctors 

are found among the crews ot Venetian boats. 

However, the end Of the fourteenth century ushered 

in the beginning of discriminatory legislation artecting the 

Jews, and in 1374 we find the Jews• being granted a ti ve­

year ]>eriod Of residence in the city. In return they were 

to mke certain xeonetary contributions and to open five 

ba.nchi di :peg:no (!lQwnshops). Their residence was later a­

tencied to 1387. The prertons year the lewish c(d'mnl'ty bad 

a cquired e burial ground in the Lido district. 

As was to be expectecl, Christian l:!lercbants soon 

began t o cac.plein of Jewish rivalry, and the Senate set a 

de.te tor exnulsion: 1396. The Jews were granted the right, 

however, to live in lLtestre , cm the outskirts of the city. 

But in order to iTansact CO!!Dt.-ercial atta irS they were 

granted the right to v i s it ~he c ity for fi1'teen-day periods. 

The Jews circumvented this decree by coming to Venice tor the 

permitted period, returning to l.testre for one day, and then 

journeying back to the city. Then, in 1409, the Senate 

ruled that an interval Of four months had to elapse between 

visits. No doubt J'Udaeo-Cbristian relationships were on the 

increase , for, in H i.24, severe penalties were announced tor 

any Jews who had relations wit h Christian women. 

An unsuccesst'Ul attempt was n:ade early in the fi:rteenth 

century to open a synagogue, and the year 1443 marked tbe 

first a ppearance of the Jer.i.sh badge in Venice. The wearing 
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ot a red ca p succeeded the yellow badge. 

The Jews must have entered the cultural lite of the 

city, tor, in 1443, they were forbidden to open tar the 

convenience or Christians any school ot singing, dancing, 

etc . The Je1'B seem to have also directed schools which 

taught certain doctrinae, the nature or which is un.knovm. 

April 10, 1516 marks a memorable and sad date in 

Jewish history, for on that day, the day immediately following 

the feast of Pentecost, the Jews had to move to a restricted 
2 

place of' residence; the first ghetto • (The idea of Jewish 

segregation was not a new one, for already in 1179 the Third 

Lateran Council pr ohibited Jews and Christians to live together , 

a prohibition which was not strictly e~arwed.) In l480 a mass 

ot false testimony caused the condemnation to death of eight 

Jews. 

An order for n mass expulsion was e.nnomced in 1511 but 

was never carried out, and, in 1515, Jews were permitted to 

open new shops on the Rial to for the purpose of selling silk 

cloths. 

The banishment from Spain brought a great increase 

i n the Jewish population, as was to be expected, but the en­

lare ed number only incited still :further the jealousy of' the 

non-Jews who were business competitors of the Jews. It was 

not long before the Jews were ordered herded ini.one quarter 

ot the city, near San Geremia, in the Ghetto Nuovo, a swampy, 

unhealthy district, situated at a distance from San Marco . 

Again ,in 1527, another mass expulsion was planned but never 
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executed. In 1541, the influx of Levantine Jews br ought about 

an augmentation in the area of the ghetto . 

The relatively new art of printing had its Jewish 

devotees, but here,too, the Je\vs must have provided compe­

tition tor the Christians; for, in 1566, the right to engage 

in tbat ca lling was taken away. 

The great naval victory at LeJ8' ~o , in which the 

Holy League (including Pope Pius V, Venice, Spain, Genoa, 

Savoy, and other Italian S\tes) a l.most completely destroyed 

the Turkish fleet under Al.1 Pasha, was almost an indirect 

cause for a projected ex!JUlsion of the Jews . The Senate 

believed the banishing of the Jewish population would be a 
I 

fitting tribute to God for the v~ctory just gained. Further, 

the Venetians thought that t he Jews had abetted the TUrks 

through their relations with the Jewish f avorite ot the 

Turkish court, Joseph Nasi . The Jews began to preJEre for 

a huge mier ation fran 0.. city a which they had , despite 

certa in setbacks, came to consider a sigjnifioant and 

permnnent see.t of both Jewish learning and trade. But 

politica l considerations t ur ned the matter in favor or the 

Jews , and, suddenly, on July 7, 1573, the Senate revoked its 

decree of expulsion. Francesco Barbaro, returning from the 

'?.'l .rkish court \'/i ' .... 11 r treat y of 9eace, .!X>inted out to the 

Senate that an expulsion of Jews would strengthen the Turks 

by the new irmnieration into their lands (as had t he previous 

ban i shment from Snain ), and aneer the Jewish :perty,which 

was in t;reat favor a t the Turkish court , despite the loss ot 
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in~luence by Joseph Nasi . But no doubt money bribes also 

entered into the story. 

After this last threat the Jewish comnrunity appears 

to have entered u pon a period of comparative calm in the 

seventeenth century. Favorable external conditions naturally 

gave an impetus to Jewish studies even 'itithin the close 

quarters of the e;hetto . This was the periot when two out­

standing Jewish luminaries made their appearance on the 

Venetian scene: Simeone Luzzatto and Leone da Modena . 

Freed from physica l strain, the wealth or the 

Jewish oonmruni ty increased, and with wealth came e. desire 

for luxurious l i vine . The rabbis of t he time f'ulminated 

against the youth of the city who preferred staying outside 

the syna1;oeue doors,to ogle t he women who ca.me to prey . Many 

young men become devotees of t he t heater established within t he 
in his Riti ebraici, 

ghetto by Leone de Modena . Ano from Leon e himself/we learn 

that his co-relieionists in Venice ha d slipped somewhat 

from the orthodox nor m of the other Je\'tS of Eu.rope . The 

f ascinating career of Leone reveals to us t he change that 

had come into the l i f e of the Venetian Jew. Leone ·,·:ns a 

GeJDbler , a patron of the orama and music. An Ita lian r abbi , 

a popular preacher, and a schol ar , be was also the lea ding 

spirit in the llllsical Academy which fl our ished in the ghetto. 

fiere t hen wa s the milieu in which Simeone Luzzatto vmrked 

an a wrote . 

* * * 
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3 
Simeone (Simhah ben Isaac ) Luzzatto was born • 

circa 1580. While still a young man he acquired for himself 

a reputation as a capable public speaker. In 1606, he wrote 

the Mishan ?eyim4 , a responsum concerning the mikveh or 

Rovigo . Other responsa by Luzza tto appeared in the Nacbalat 
the 

Ya'akob, the Pabad Yitzhak, and/Debar Sh•muel • 

Lampronti, the compiler of the .--a.had Yitzhak, tells 

of a responsum by Luzzatto in which the Venetian r a bbi sta ted 

tha t i t was permissible to r i de in e gon dol a on t he Sabbath. 

This ruling was suppressed by t he Rabbinical Academy of 

Venice not because its author's ruling was not acceptable 

or based on deductions derived correctl y rrom the Talmud, but 

from the :fear that the Jewish conmrunity; receiving this 

permission, might go ahead and take :further liberties on the 

Sabbath on the basis of analogies derived from this liberal 

responsum. 

~zzatto together with Leone da Modena occupied 

the rabbinate of' Venice. They a r e said to have written a joint 

work in which they re.futed the claims of the Karaites5. How-

ever, the work i s not extant. 

Luzzatto•s learning was not limited to the rabbinic 

f i eld , for his Italian works, t he Socrate (Venice, 1651) and 

the Discorso reveal a broa d acquaintance with secular 

learning, particularly classical literature. 

The Socrate dd:scloses a keen , libera l mind, ready to 

exami ne and test fairly a ll ideas and views. In this work 

Luzzat to seeks t o conciliate f a ith and reason , to prove the 

weakness of human reason when not buttressed by divine 
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revelation. In form the book is a parab1e with the author 

voicing his awn thoughts through Socrates. Reason has long 

been held a prisoner by Orthodox Authority.and appea ls to 

the Academy ot Delphi to set her free. This the Academy 

does, despite the counterarguments orfered b1y Aristotle a nd 

Pythagoras aeainst permitting unbridled Reasai to roam the 

earth. Then when unrestrained Reason perfor·ms as predicted 

by Aristotle and Pythagoras, Socrates advise1s that Reason 

be joined with Revelation. 
f 

In the Discorso Luzzatto rerers to another work, 

a Trattato dell•opinioni e dogmi degli Hebrei dall •universal 

non dissonanti e de riti loro pi~ principali~. " This volume, 

like that on the Ka raites, is not extant . It has been held 

by some that t houe h Luzzatto intended to wri.te this treatise, 

the plan neve r came t o fruition . 

* * * 
The Disc or so falls naturall y in to two divisions . The 

first nine consider a zioni (so the chapters a re called) offer 

a defense or the Hebrevrs - the word "Jew" i.s not used -

from the economi c point of view. The last ntne cha pters 

offer an apologetic essay based on moral, historical, a nd 

r at ional grounds. In the first part Luzzatto is the true 

economic historian, a nd it is this section which forms the 

kernel of the book and offers the material most interesting 

to t he student of Jewish history. 

The rirst c onsiderazione discusses the ndTantages 

a ccruing to a nation from commerce and trade1. Trade increases 

the tax income; the importing of foreign goe>ds leads to the 
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embellishment ot lite; raw products provide work; and commer­

cial relaticns with foreign countries lessen the possibility 

ot war. Much ot the volume of trade is in the hands of the 

Hebrews, a tact which is criticized by many. However, the 

Venetians have willingly renounced their own participation 

in trade once they have made their fortunes. They now prefer 

the calm lite and invest their money in _.ore stable forms ot 

wealth. They no l onger wish to risk their lives and possessions 

on the high seas. Since this is the situation, the argument 

is not whether the Venetians should let commerce tall entirely 

into the hands of foreigners,but rather whether the Jews or 

other foreigners in place or the Jews should direct it. 

Foreigners other than Jews,once they have made 

their fortunes, usually gather up their wealth a nd r et urn 

to, or send t heir money to, their native lands. On the 

other hand, the country-less Jews do not withdraw their 

money from the Venetian economy. Non-Jewish fore igners often 

involve the sta te in litigation with their own governments . 

The Jews cannot do this . 

In the sixth considerazione Luzzat to shows tU:at 

t he Jews, forbidden t o enger:e in the professions, trades, 

and agriculture , fur t. he1· the division of labor by being 

restricted to commerce . Thi s divi sion of labor is bene­

ficia l to the sta te, for i t tends toward the perfection of 

indi vidual skill s and reduces the possibilities of differ­

ences among the citizens . In addit ion, when men a re engaged 

in callings which are oppos ea each to the other, t here is 

less chance that they may ally themselves in an uprising 
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against the government. 

In the seventh considerazione it is pointed out that 

it is not good tor wealth to be c0 ncentrateol in a few bands. 

And trade and commerce are the best possible1 means to bring 

about a more or less equitable distribution ot wealth. 

The following chapter lists the vartous taxes paid 

annually by the Hebrews. The ninth disc~ .1eE1 the bapchi di 

pegno maintained by the Hebrews. The elevet1th chapter gives 

a keenly d.'l"e.vm sketch of the Hebrew charactE,r. 

Usury is the subject ot the twelfth considerasione. 

The author maintains that usury is morally hatetul but 

economically necessary. Furt her, the Hebrewo were driven 

to the practice through oppressive l aws and not drawn to it 

through voluntary a ction. 
pt'c.tM-s 

In chapter fourteen Luzzatto~an unufmal argument -

one which he believes should bring a bout a Jreceptive atti-

tude towa rd the Hebrews: their a version to ]proselytism. 

This a version acts as a deterrent t o relig ious wre.rs, for 

t he He brew is directed by his rel igious l aws to love h.:.s 

non-Jewish nei ghbor and to diffuse t he lmowledge of nod, 

but not t o insist u pon the conversion or others t o the 

Hebrew t'a 1th. 

In the rifteenth chapter the author seeks to 

refUte the a ccusa tion s levied by Tacitus ag•9.inst the 

Hebrews. ThoUgh many of t hese atta cks may be based only 

some grain ot truth hidden within it . 'l'herejrore it is 

necessary to refute it. The s ixteent h chapt;er· pro-
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vides a brief' resume or Jewish literary history. The 

detrimental force or dispersion upon a people 's creativity 

and literary output is emphasized. 

Chapt er seventeen is a survey of' the position or 

the Hebrews in the various countries of the Disapora. 

Luzzatto seems most modern wJten he explains how economic 

causes lead a ruler to expel the Hebrei.· ., from one city in 

a given country and allow them t o remain in another. 

In the closing considerazi0pe the author otters 

statistics, though not very reliable, on the distribution 

of the Hebrews in the various countries of the world. 

* * * ~ 
In conclusion, a s igfnificant point must be indicated. 

Luzzatto does not a ttempt tj defend the Jews on theological 

grounds • Not one r abbinic authority or reference is cited.8 

The author prefers to rely upon historical and economic 

arguments a lone. This method of handling the problem or 
Jewish apologetics ls most modern and adds inestimably 

to the va lue of the work. It is not surprising then 

that Roth in his History of the Jews of Italy terms the 

Discorso "one of the most memorable contributions to 

Jewish apologetic literature" and adds that it "anticipated 

or inspired most subse~uent publicat i ons or the sort ." 7 

* * * 



-xi-

NOTES 

1. Venice, Philadelphia, Jewish PUblication Society , 1930. 

2 . For origin of the word ghetto, v. Roth, 01n. cctt., p . 5Jn. 
- ~· -

3. The Hebrew name is round in many haskamB.f1, but in Ita lian 
he celled himself Simeone or Simone. If • 

4. O ''A t,,n, lulcrum. acguae Resp . seu di ssertetio de balneo, 
adjec'ta expositlone loci Mishnae, in lib" ..!\\'4n~a JU'IU~ 
(Steinscbneider, Catelogus Librorum Hebret- .)runt in 
Bibliotheca Bodlelana ••• Beriiii, Friedlanclier, 1852-60; 
column 2597, entry no. 7191.) 

5. Wolf , J.C., Bibliotheca. Hebraea, Bamburg 11 Liebezeit, 
1715-33, 4vo.; 11,1150. 

6. v. title page, also pp . 5a , 9la . 

7. Philadelphia , Jewish Publication Society 11 1946; p.397. 
B. But there are r a r e r eferences to r abbinic comment on 

Bi blical verses . * * * 
V. P'J • 53b,54b. 

TRANSLATOR'S NOTE 

In t he translation of the Discorso, the word "Nation" 

always refers to the "Hebrew Nation"; the word "City" , to 

Venice. Considerazioni XV and XVI, omitted here , will be 

transla ted shor t ly es an ad dition to this t !ilesis. 

* * * 



DlSCOUl{S.E 
OJ~ Tlli. STATE_ 07 Tr.E JbWS 

?.nd in particula r• those 
living in t he f amous city 
of Vh:NICE -

by S Il ".lli01 A LUZk. TTO , 
Hebr r w Rt .. bbi 

And there is a n appe ndix t o the Treati~ e con­
cerning t~e opinions and dogmas of t he Jews 
which do not differ from the universal, a nd 
concerr. ing their more principal rites. 

u r vA .. lCN , j JJCAXXVIII 

-o-

At G io~nne Cc lleoni ' s 
v: i t h t h e 1 i cenae of 
t?le sureriors. 



-2-

to TD LOURS O}' TBUTH 

I la&Te not thought it proper that a eketched portrait 

ought to obtain a greater patronage tban that which it• or­

iginal ha.a ner. tor •iv length of time, been able to win • 
. 

DepriTed of ·~ special protector, th• Hebrew Bationte wan-

dering and scattered; and in like taah1on. without &07 par­

ticular support to which it 97 be reco ... nded., the preeent - _, 
»'ftouree hae Tenture4 into the lipt of the World. I dare, 

neglected and .unarmed with ornate phraeing, to iDT1te it to 

your noble preeence. beiog oonacioue ot how agreeable ei11-

plici t7 is to the cultiTatore ot unconquerable t.ruth to whicli 

e•en nu4it7 itself brings greatest delight and pleaeure. I 

4o not demand trom you undue faTor and extorted applauae, 

knowing how unwort~ and deaene4 it ie, but rather a Te'r7 

candid and straight juclgllent for that which it arguee. AD4 

it one be permitted to compare a•ll and obscure thinge with 

great and illustrioua onea, I conceiTe tor it hope ot eo .. 

proeperoue reeult. 7or if the little baby Koeee, who later 

became a celebrated legislator, b&Ting been expoaed. by hie 

mother to the currents of the RiTer Bile, chanced to .. et 

with the 4augbter of the enemy and t)T&nt king, Pharaoh, Who 

had compaeaion on the weeping little boy and eaTed hi• fro• 

imminent eubmereion and freely had him educated in the Bo7&]. 

HouRe, then who knows whether a not quite dieeimilar euoo••• 

is about to happen to this recent newborn bab7 an4 abandone4 

offspring when one considers that it was born under tbe moat 

benign and ~ild Venetian alc7! On meeting with eoae of those 
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moat noble heroee with which the famoue City eo greatJ.7 

abounds. prinoee not only through blrth9 but much more 

through the ornament of royal Tirtuee 9 it may be benlgn17 

gathered ln and sheltered. and perm.pa with taTorable pro­

tection from the rigorous ceneuree of more e vere and aus­

tere judges. it not cha111>ioned. at least it '111&7 be excused. 
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PREFACE TO THE ENTIRE WORK 

(5) The Hebrew nation, which in past centuries was so 

greatly celebra ted and illus trious through human prosperity 

end diTine f aTors, is now thus known, on the contrary, through 

ca lamities, as well as by the continued and cons tant tolerance 

of t hem, ariong which not the least is t !le lack of t!'lose 40otri12 s 

a nd learning which it would have needed in orde• to expose and 

m;.nifest itself to the sincere judgment of the mos t prudent. 

by the cutting do~~ a nd break ing off of t hos e infBZlous and ly­

ing slurs tha t the con4itions of the times and the deri sion of 

t~e most vulgar have woven about it. For which purpose, with 

that r.iinirnun of t a lent t hat Divine !"ajesty has gr.lled n:e. I 
1 

have proposed to form a comr endious, but true a ccount of ita 

principles, rites ~nd most cor.rrnon opinions. which do not dis­

agree with or differ from common usage . In this t~sk, I have 

tried with all my power (a lthough I OJn of that nation) to ab-

stain from any feeling~ or desires which could make me deviate 

from the truth. Thus I hope t o find a just reader, who, free 

of ~11 fixed and prenedit~ted judgment , wil l not follow the 

co~on ru sto~ of ap~rov ing and thinking well only (5b) or 

fortuna te and happy people, a nd a lways dar.:.ning the bea ten and 

a fflicted, but he will, wi t h correct j udgnent, CD nsider care­

fully wha t my inperfection has dicta ted to ~e in such a p lan. 

I will lea ve off consider i ng a t length the a 1 tiquity of the 

r a ce , t he uru:tixed blood pr eserved for s o long a time, the ten-

a city of riteR and beliefs , t~e i nflexibility in oppressions. 

I v:i ll add only t o my above- mentioned pla n t he exposition of 

sor.e pr ofitR th~t t~e t.ebr ew nation living in t he f a mous City 
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of Venice brings to i t, not having i n t his a ny i nt ention to 

show t 0 ot her ::: a n c:ir 'b i t i ous d isplay of useful things or emolu­

I!e nts, but s ole l y to sho't': t hat t he above- me ntioned na ti on is 

not a quite use less part of t he common p eople of t h e ab ove-men­

t i oned c i t y . Thus th o s e l eas t i nfor med about t h e a f fa i r s of 

t he wor ld will be par t l y i nfor med as t o what may be the true 

motives and inrul~es which d i spose the mos t pruden~ a nd jus t 

Republic t o grant ar.d assign t o t he nat ion a safe doreic i l e and 

re~idence i n ~ uch a n ob l e enpor i uo and illu s trious City and , 

VT ith p a ter nal p r ot ec tion, deferd i t f ron t he insults of ot hers. 

With such i !lf or mation I h o1le t he a b ove- nenti oned per s ona 

,,.i ll becorie towa rd t he }~a tion not on l y l e s s cont UI:lac ious . but, 

i n addition , soMewha t p l c:. c id and f r iendly. If i n c onf ormity 

v.ith t he c r !ldit ion of hu~n ~rac;ility t here ha1pe11 to be found 

in the na t i on some cr iminal s an d scoundr els, not f or t hat rea ­

s on ough t ( G) the pure affect ion tha t t he gener, .l popul a ti on 

of the Hebr ews hol dR t m-;-hrd its most cl er.;P.1. t Princ e b e ob· 

s cur ed ar.d defc;.r.:ed; ne ither ought one to fear and s uspect tha t 

publ i c i ndir.nc tion ,~ i ll be stir red up . Even well cu l tiv""ted 

e<.rth , tocether -;: i th the hcrvest, :pr oduce s use le s s G.nd perni­

cious 'l"e ed s , a nd not f or Ruch a c.:.:.u ~e does t ;1e pr ude nt far mer 

abandon t he i l!1Moder c.te a.r d l uxuria nt soil . He tears out t h e 

ill- borr; rJ.cnts ; l-\e c or. tinl'e9 his d ifficult lc~bor i n c~ring 

for the good <·. nd s.:.v int. t he useful. 

'.~"'ine-ver is sl-:i l led in lrnr10.n events i s s11ff i ciently i n­

f or ned trut t he qrnlity of evi l is :tr. ch tlor e e2.s ily fe lt t han 

the.t of good, for evi l i ::. C'. devia t ion C'.!1d ir::-e{;Ul a ri ty , away 
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from thf? cur t oT!!E.ry order a nd norm. c:~nd it is noticed by every­

one, "but the good is a co ntinuous progres s in conformity with 

the continuity of things formerl y con5tituted. Thus it is ha rd­

ly obPerved even by Wi Pe nen. Infirr:d ty ca used by i ntemperance 

a nd cl'Enge suddenly assai lins us disturbs us, whereas the value 

of health c&n be understood by r eason ing a lone an~ by compar­

i s on with its opr osites. Thos e who n~vigate with the current, 

c:.nd therefore treve l -rli th gree. t speed, do not notice their 

sr.if t movenent, but should some ~auae or slight i mpediment 

come &ro ut, they suddenl y feel the agita tion and violent shak­

ings. Thus by s oce, the crimes of a few of th i s nation (6b) 

ore exagper~ted into intoler~ble misfortunes and unbea r able 

c<l l-.mities . Fut t he or dina r y coMmodities and profits which are 

derived fr on t h en , as insens ibl e t h i ngs a nd unknown, a re passed 

over a nd negl ected. For v·hic!1 re~son t he prudent reader will 

not i e af{Tieved if I expard somewha t on this subject, since 

it is the l eas t fr equented a nd ob~erved . If some fragment ot 

ar cient stc. tua ry, bece..use it wr-.s by Fhidia.s or Lysippus, would 

have beer elabor".ted upon in t he pre~ence of a curious ant i­

quarian, the colTlJ"len t uould be of some va lue. Therefore, the 

r emnant of t he .:..ncient Rebrev1 p eople ought not to be ei tirely 

loa thed, ev~n though it be deferr ed by tr~v~ils ~ nd disfigured 

by lonr c~ptivity, s ince, by c oMJ'lon a ccord of men, a. long time 

c-FO t he= t I eopl e took it ~ f or r. of Gnvernnent a nd Wc~Y of life 

fr om t l1e (}re~.te~t Wor l':Me.n . 



-7-

( ?) l lITlWDUCTI OI: TO THIS Th.3A.7IS.& 

'll'le Hebrer.s br ine con~ iderable ernol unent to the f a mous 

City o~ Venice . Thnt, in like manner, t hey e~n be nUI:Jbered among 

the i ntegra ting port ion~ of i t s coJ"l'il!!on peopl e , I shoul d not think 

a ras~ Pnd un..li.&r nonious r r or-osition t h?t could offend the del­

ic~.te feelings of e ven t h e mos t scrupulou~ Minds . Wh; le one 

finds th~t t he Stoics, a~ong t he f EMous a r cient philosophers, 

e r gerly de~i r ed t o a.ff irn th~ t the sun, moon e:-.nd other s t a rs f ed 

a nd nurtured t heni;elves fron t he v a.por of thi s , our low terres-

t ir l Globe, ~o Dern9critu s a nd Leucipr u s d~r ed to s a y tha t the 

"·orld, so grert e nci or nr t e , did not have i nd iv i s ible and insen-

s i b l e e lenent l'; \':hi ch compose it . If t his op inion w~s da.mned, 

t h ci t censure cc-.rr. mor e t ·uough the casunl co, ·pling of t hose 

i:;l'l?.11 b:> die~ af "' irr ed by t h ose ph i losorher s t.li.a1· through the 

absurdi t y of th~ t c ons truction. In lik e ma nner, it m;,..y b e licit 

:- ::d IE r mi t t ed t o t~P. ~ el')r rw n' t i on t o c or-pc, r e its elf to the a tom 

of De~oc 1· it t: fi i n 7 r e nUTJ i n·· it!ielf' <::. r r rticle of s uch a numer-

ous populntion a nd 8 t enuous ~na t er r est i Pl e:xha l t tion wh ich 

CflTl°' ire t o lend t r ibut e <'-r d nouri s!'uient t o the subli::ity of the 

pur l ic tr er s ury . l: i ngdor.ii::. ~re l ike t h e ( ?b) he< ven l y i· i lky W&y 

;·hi c·1 ar! cc- r s t o our eyes a s C\ c n ncour s e of mo s t minute s t <.'.rs. 

J;r ch one i~ i nv i~ i b l e to us b y i t s elf , but un ite d form a Great 

s re""p of l iP:ht Rnd s p l endor . Th us gr e 2. t z ::-.r ir es r esult from 

t '"le n i nutir.e '>f divPr!" e popul a tions , a nd CRnn ot lik ewise deny~ 

t he t- bundr nee of tolls c ontributed t o the public treasury would 

~ llP.vic-. t; e in r.rec-. t pa rt t h e ~ '~'hj ects e.nd t h ose ~eighed d own with 
. -

t r x eF rnd l m r<\f'!ri.s. 7'ri e ~en , \;hen it is Rnollen t:ith ~ter, 
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i·eceives int -i its elf t he river s which flov, i n t o it, but both 

r er ra in e qually increased. P.ut when t he sea i s in a diminished 

c or.d i tion, t h e l Pr ger river s d isgorg ing into it ha ve its own 

\:c:.te r i; d imin i~hed, a.nd t he sma ller river s are entirely dried 

up . So our s toM£.ch a cts ~hen it s ttffer s e- po"Verty of food , 

~ith t h e ' ccomp~nying pain and t r HVCl i l of t he otrier rnerl)ers. 

It nour i shes i t~elf v•ith hu!"jol 'i:> an ropriat e to it. On t !le con­

trc~ry , v:ith ar. f'.'\"lundance of nouri~hMen t, not only is t h e de­

r..red~tion lf>~Pened , but it diffui;es to t he othe r :r.ie!'!ber s its 

or.n a~und&ncP.. I n t he s2.r:e r:e.nne r , t h e r.ml til'.' licity of tolls 

· nd cr.rrfa.re :fees no t onl y liber a tes the peopl e f r om the vex­

at ion of t c:- :xes ".r.d contr il-utions which , i n order to sup~ly 

h i~ t;re e nc i es L.nc! needs t !te .I'rince v:ould be obl i ged to c oll e ct, 

b u t i t ' ou l d drci.v: up f .... r hir: t he 2bunda nce of .Public :noney 

~~ ich i~ no t a l ittle useful . 

Civil eY.rP.l' i ence te~.ches tl; a t t he Ci ti es r:ilich f'lourisb 

v·i t~ <:>.btindc:.nt correrce fir.d t he ir' p eop le i n gre~t p;;.rt re­

lieved of extr~ordi~~ ry (&) burdene ?.nd exorbj ta~t t r ibutes . 

':'"1e : . o:JA. ns , t :-;ou;.;·., politic i <! ns 2. d ncden~tes , even i rtp ose d e. 

t : x on h UI'ic. t- excre:"lent, e:'f:tende d everi to t ha t of ucl y anim l s , 

called t:te t rr. of "Gr isa e;ir o". E-.;e--: disgr:;.cef•il and obscene 

orerc: tion~ cnntributed to er r iching t he i r treai::ury. The pros­

ti t u.tes a nd other info.Mous J;e o:t l e contr ibuted t o the public 

f ··nd s a l'or tion of t heir i gnon inious gain. There wa s <~l s o 

t h e co.pi tF-1 t c- x on t he lo,•·e;- t class of t he p opul a c e i nposed 

by t he same Romans. These are a ll rnenner~ of extra c tions a nd 

extortions ~hh. orr ed by VFnetif..n nagm1nimity and grandeur Vlhicb 
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hn::; the cPstorn of t axing nnly t :i e indus t~, of Men and not their 

l ives , t o punish vices and not t o prof i t fr on thern . All this 

'1< ~ c ome t o pas s pri ncipa lly throueh i tf; moder r-te g over nment 

nu t i~ , i n pa rt, helped by t h e abunda nce of emolument s that mer-

c r:.r ti l e business a nd rre·r i ti r.ie traffic brine v-ith the~. 

Consider~tion I. 

Concer n inc t h e benefit of Cof1!'11erce. 

5 W:"E. n coF~ort i s n ot h i r.e but a cou~li nc of our r ecipro-

cr l ne ('>d.:: or r le~ !'ur ef' , n nd ?.n 2 lternt'te c ontr:; ction of a.bun­

dr r. ce ?r: f "\IT.r t s . 'l'h? t. t ii.e rioral i s t ( 8n ) c<11'3 superfluities. 

lu~uri es ~~d v~i n objects of our ~vid i ty, t he pol i t i ciRns af­

firr.: to ne the foundc:.ti ons and elernent s of cor.'lrerce, the assa il­

o: n t r of <=.vr ::-ice , equ{> lize1·s of t :-ie human s t c. t e , t h e t e na cious 

1rnot a · d g l ue rhic!t jo i n s t he ends of t he 1:1orld; the p recious 

ret~ l and je~elP Ere s u1erfluou. , the ~ro"F~ and spices not 

nece~s~ ry t o t he cynicPl ~nd s oli t &ry lif e ( and no t even now 

for c i vil a 1d po l i ticc-.1 life). r.u t t h e !':e o.r e not only nece ss­

c l'Y for t he c>1' o,.,e- ftientioned er.iolur tents , h\i t even wi th the trc4ns ­

r ort F.tion of tr;:v('> linr r:~· res , cc nvey Cl~stons , arts , d oc trines, 

~:id ;.,llr<lri t y itr:e l f . Greec e , ri r:: treRs of lPcrn i ng , had 2.S 

te~ c!'lers of the ~ lphrJ"~t , t he Tyr i · .r merchants . 1-r evious ly ig-

,,~rr..nce c-rd 'brr1'c r ity Q[.l' "ened every~.h i !1c; . 

:- tt t o c o:ie t o t n e particnl~ r tret t i~e t hr. t I ha'7"e :pro-

;-0:. ed , I sr y t 11r t e.:-:ong t he ~dvante.c;es and b el"'e f its t hat the 

·: e),re'" :-at ion brings t o t heP i t y of Ven ic e , t~'le ~-r i 1· c ipal one 

is t he yir ofit t h" t r esult s fr on r erc:""ntile p ursuits , a pro-

ff-s ~ ion a. l ::;os t it s own . 7r·~r t h is pll r s uit, f iv e i mp orta nt 
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benefit s a ccrue to th~City. !i' :ir a t, the increase of public en­

trance a nd exit tol~. Sec ond , the tr~nsportation of v~rioua 

V1E.T PS fron remote countries, war es not 9nly for human necessi­

ties , b ut for the orna~ent~tion ot c i•il life. t hree , furnish­

i ng ( 9 ) rreter ia ls in gTettt abundance to workers a nd &rtisans, 

s i:ch ss VTool , silk, cottons , a nd the like, a round which t he in­

duF try of workr.en i s supported without ary turnul tua ry commo­

tion becau~e of lack of food. ?ourth, the r apid sale of eo 

many f~bric~ted a nd el&borate artic l es in t hepity, art icles by 

uhich so nany thousa nds of persons support t hems elves. F ifth, 

c ot:'U!"erce ~.nd rec ii:;r oceo 1 tr&de, which is t h e founde.tion of peace 

a.r.d quiet a~or.g contiguoU5 peopl es , for Trinces a re moved to 

l'l2ke ~ r more oft er by t n e inclinatior. of t he people t h&.n the 

r eople e re rf>rFuc:d.ed t · t d :e Up ~.rm~ by t 1ie Trinces . Egypt 

a nd S:.rria never rrned t hense lYes ar,a.ins t Ita ly, but certainly 

tl" e f.c. rbE-.r~· coc::.s t Wes ~. lwa.ys in open \var \o: ith I taly, or it was 

Pn infEnov~ ne~ t of p5r~tes ~rmed to the hurt of Ita ly because 

t here hfl d ne,rer been c.ny conu erce or i1"11 ort .. nt businesslt>etueen 

thes e peopl es , 'r.'heref ore Virgil !';C:.id of t t e s e::.r:e peoples ;;ullus 

c-nor J!Opu_lJ_fu__J'Le_c_.f_ueden. sunt. This c ondit ion obta ined in 

e very certury. To t his tr£. ~ :~i c. t he Hel' r e,·:i; c. ntricute by the 

industry of t heir per sons a.nd t he use of t heir fortunes , where­

fo re in the .1.rel'lent tir.e wit1 crea t floridnes~ and frequency 

P• rt of the coMT"ercir l li:e re~ide~ ';ith t he :I:el)re'" m.·. tion. 

r ut becc:. u~~ e tlv! re hc..s never beer ~1-y evidt=rnce i:o ce! t c. i n t ha t 

·1\lr-::: n ir.dl.'~try doef nnt f inc £.n t'P! ortu 1~ i ty to oppose it , there 
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a.re some who rise up ( 9b) t ., s a.y t h.E. t the ~ebrews were not the 

introducers and ca rrier s of rnerchc..ndise and comr.ierc e but r a ther 

, .. P.re t r:e usurper~ of t !!eee, end t hat forl"lerly wh ile the city 

flouri ~h ed in business , af~o.ir ~ '~·ere ma.nc.ced by its orn citi­

ze r s • ?.rd t 'he !!ebr ews in t h.e co \1r se of t iMe I!la.de t he:nsel v es • in 

e;r er t i::·cr t, t he ... rbiters and rna!'! t ers of t h is tr.,_ff ic with "· great 

l or"s t o t~1P. cit izens a ""d t h e City itse lf . T11ey a dd t ha. t it was 

not t 11o!=:e ! 1 ebl·ews wioto broueht in t he wt- re~ , but the marvelous 

loci?. t ion of t he City , t h e cot".J"'Odiotisness of t he seaport, t h e 

pr oxi Fity of necviea1, le riv er s , the nearness to Germany, tha t t he 

freedorn of living , the security of weal th , the c..bunda nce a nd 

l"e :r fection of t he c-.rt s \·,ere the true a. t tr~ c t ions , and wi t h out the 

indcstrio~;::- vigi l ance of t h e ?."ebr ev:·s , a ll v:ould have come nec­

e ssc-.rily i'1to t l-;e 1.rrc!:" of its ov·n c itizens . One ca.nno t endure, 

by e.ny r e<..~on c; t r l l , t!-1~ . t t~e Febr e"s , as ~er:;e tua l outs i ders , 

~h oul d ru?ve ec:1·: lized tl-e ir r"~:. t ion in ~ercc= r. t i le p ur s u its 

( r~1onc c.11 t he '1onor able ar:d prof i t<"~ble prr fe~c ions ) with t hat 

o:' t'"'e citizen~ •·ho joined ther.iselve~ t o t :te City t hrough the 

1 os!'=e~:-ion of stabl e <':e~ l th 2-nd other i1e.rticult~.r prer og""c tives . 

T.,,ere is this or t n c-. t s pecious r e~son t:hich nay be s t irr ed up 

by less vulgo.r per~ons c;.gc-.inst t h e :!h tion . 7!1eir f a l lacy wi11 

be me.de r~r. ifest v.her. , f r orJ t he hig!1e!1 t ;rinciple, one v:ill be­

t ake one~elf t o c onsider t~e course nf hlunan affa i r s (10 ) and 

ho., the cht· nee of Bt:~ iduity and er'l'loyMen t of citizens depends 

on t he ch~ ... q;;ed a nd Vir ied s t c.te &.rid c ondi ti on of t hePity. 
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As nuch as the mercantile pursuit is commendable in it­

self , u5eful t hrough thf t whi ch it ccntrols , and :profitable 

t Cl the City v:herein it is carri ed on, 1 t is a l?.a ys burden-

sorie s nd very do. ngerous and e nt ails the r isking of crsons 

and means to t he precipitations of long journeys, laborious 

voya ges , Pr.d dubious trus t s . Wherefore every merchant ha.a 

ss t he ein: ard go&l of hi~ tra ffic the cessation of business 

a r.d re~t . Then after having am.~~ ~ed suitable riches , he is 

able t - e njoy his &cqui sitions in qu i et and tranquility. He 
I 

inves t s them in ~ table vea lth a r.d loca l i ncomes , which are 

f a r fr or. t~e insult~ of f r te. Th i s h e seeks not only f or him-

self , but much more for hiA children and successors, in the 

belief that s ince they are unpractical and inexperienced, . 
they may loose ~hnt ha~ a lready been acquired by him with in• 

s tinct a r.d work. For ~~at further reason he burdens his own 

'"eo.lth v-ith va r ious i~edir.ents such a s deeds of trus t, pri­

wogeni tur es , e.r.d s irni l a r c or.~ions , and i "l this way , he 

le&.d~ awe-.y h :i s omi de!';cer dants { 10) fron t he work of trade. 

Becaus e of t hr t ~ctior. it ~ar1 ens th~ t cities become gre~t a nd 

p owerful t h rough t he traffic of t heir own c itizens , bece.use 

of t he in"t"estments of stable property, Jll2. nufactories of sump­

t uous buildings , purchc.ses of va luable hous ehold goods and 

urba n occupa tions , - wi t h the r P.~ult t ha t trade fe.lls into the 

!1£.nds of ~oreigners a nd strangers , ~~o have been thrus t into 
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the City becaus e of t h e s tra itR of li~ e in their native lands, 

or who ha ve been a t t r a c t ed by t he greed of ga in. 

J r~ ey exar.ip les of th is could b e adduced, but sufficient 

for our purpos e i s t h e single City of Venice, which has b ecome 

t he ~ost celebrated er.t}Jorium of t he entire world b eca us e of 

t he tr~ffic of itR cit izens. Their voyagi ng t o t he Levant ex­

t ended not only t o t h e f arthes t r ecess t he Palus Jia.eotis lSea 

of Azer) but scoured t he \vh ole west ern Jl edi t erra nean.. Going 

b eyond t he narr o\·:s of t he s outh er n pa rt, t h ey found the black 

Et h i op i a.ns, a nd t hey penetra t ed t ovm.r d t !'le north t o the dis­

t ant ports of J ~ oscow ~nd Ter t a r y i n such a way t hat they would 

h?ve been co!l'Irended by t he f i r s t so ldier~ of f ortune w~o left 

an op;:ortuni ty t o t h e i r decenda.n t s t!l.rouc;i t he dis covery of 

nev r ~gions and countr ies , as i n the v oyaBes Gr.d navigations 

of 1·os t o, Qui r i ni , r,~rb; .ro , a nd J a r co Folo, patricia ns of this 

City . But a.f t erY-r.rO.s , ,.,hen t ile r ost s erene ttepublic wi t h happy 

fortune extended itfi t err itor i a l donin ion, t h er e aro~ e in the 

mi nd of ( 11) t h o::;c i ndu Rt r ious c-~nd i ndef <-. ti ge.b le pl ower s of 

t he Sea the~ery pruden t t houeh t t o free t h e l'!r.': e lves f r om t he 

t r ou1· l es EmC. 2r.noy~n c es of d is t <..nt cor:nerce a nd f r om the dan­

gerf' o:' trnrel. Ther. t " ey t '.ie;"li;elves enpl oyed t he ir car es in 

t he pOF F P.~s i on of stnb l e ''!eE. lth , ct•l tivnt ion of l a nds , a nd 

ot her oc cu~ t io~s of c i t y l i fe , not ~ish i ~e a ny l onger t o ex­

po~ e t~erFel~ es to t he v~ear ie~ of f or t une , as Cicero wrot e 

i n di : ct>ssint; trc~de : "a t que et iar.i si sr ti[ t~ ques tu , 8c con­

tent a potius , ut Foa epe ex e lto i n por tu , ex i ps o por tu in 

c fTOS po~F. e~!" i onesque contul er it , v i detur i ure opt i r.<e posse 



-14-

l a uda ri." He a dded th ... t "oMniW!l r er um ex quibus a loqu id a c­

quiritur nihil est agri coltura melius , 8 c ho~ine libero dig-

nius ". 

\'.berefor e cea s ing c ol!lr.'lerce for such a. caus e, f oreigners 

a nd out s ide r s of va rious p l a ces and countr ies succeeded them 

and i nt ruded theJ!.Selves i nto it. In t '!le cours e of tiI:le almost 

a ll the trc~fic of t h e Wes t ~~d nav i go tion it~e lf c aLlc into 

t h e h&nd~ of t he Genoans , French, Engl ish , F l e mi!'lgs , an~ others , 

a l l of '':h ich m A pr evious l y in t h e hP. nds of t h e Venetia ns . 

And t~J .t t h i s f< ct is true ( ben ides t he evicence of t he f a ct 

wh i ch <"-rrro\es it) one i s no\- c onvinced bec c-. us e t he right to 

t rr :f ic in t !le ·:tftst l:c-.:-- beer. c onceded t o sooe or ot her out-

sicer . P ut not so i s t h e Levant tre:.ffic , which is p erI!l itted 

to c it izen~ c · d other r r hi let;ed pe rsons on ly. Thus if we 

v-ish to c onsider (l lll) the traffic 'Phich is ct:.rr i e d on f rom 

t he part of t '!-le Leve: nt i n th"'.t s trip of land wh ich extends 

f r on the Da l natian shores t o Cons t antin ople , a ll the commerce 

hf.s fr llen int 'J t "i.e ha1.d!" of t 'rte ?ur k s or Gr ee::s , to t he ir 

subjects . 

Th:- t t his Jw.R happened t h rough voluntr~ry r enuncit·.tion 

r ... rd a.r't• itrc-r~T e. liem;, ti on of t hes e citizen~ , and t ha.t it was 

not seize d by o ther :; c rn be R11ov·r by t v:o s ood r ec.sons, 'i'lhiah 

v·ith (!7r ee.t clet-. r ne::1f'. :pr ove i t. The fir ~ t i s t hr1t becc..use 

tlie C ity of Ver.i ce {may God pr e:; crve it) has never been sub­

; P Ct to i""VF Rion a rc\ s c:.cki "'ig or c=.ny other calr~rn i t y which .. 
might h~.i·e b roue;h t t>-nt: i hi l r' ti on or a consi der < .b le diminution 

of t l:e pr oper ty c.nd t;eal t h of t h e ci tizens . And wi t h the 
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Vene t i a ns be i ng most tenac iou~ with r eg&rd t ~ t~eir early 

CU$ t oos a nd institl t i ons , it c ou ld no t be t hat the c essa­

tion of commerc e ar:ong t hese peop l e coul d be d er i v ed a nd r e­

s u l t f r orn e.ny o ther r eas on t hf.n f r or. t h e i r spont &.ne ou s de· 

liberc tiori , t hey havine found o t her mor e pr ofi t able a.n d ae.fe 

el"'r l oy:-:e nt i n vhi ch t hey l"'ie;!l t ~xerc i~e t h er:se l ves . The sec­

or.d re< s on is th~t t here h as been pr ovided by public prude nce 

-n i ncref.i:;e i n cu s tom duti es f or t he f or e i gner who traffi cs 

i n t he we~ t, a t hre e pP.r c e nt e r: trance du t y and an ex it duty 

of like c..rount, over and al>ov e what the Vene tian c ontrib utes. 

T1"P. r ef ore it is no t to be doubt ed t !ta t if t :te c i t izen should 

be inc lined t n c oMJ~erc e , he would in a short t ime wea ry the 

for eifmer t-.nc: exc lude hi~ :r\:"M tr c:.ding , f or t h e Venet ian has 

(12) t he cdva ntEr,e of $lX rPr c e nt over h i M i n t he selling 

of ;,1~ rnerc:-t;- nd i~e . Pti t he ccm~e t'1 i~ c :'.. t izen ha s a lready 

r r oc ur ed f r r ~i:-·f"e lf ot'1e r iJr 'Jfit s More ~ecure a ?:d e &s i er 

gc. i ns , he doe::: not c · ns e•1 t t o let h i nself be wheedled by soce 

or other a.c\va.ntGr:P. of deli1H• r c:· t i on to i ; volve h i :rJs e lf again 

in t !le Ct' r ~ ::; r-.r:d s us:r•en!"ei::: of comr:er ce . In su ch a manner the 

trr~:~ic in t h e h'P.s t ::·11d in. ltc ly its elf h c.. s f t. l l en entirely 

i 1 to the h.~nd~ of f or e i ener :- . Ther ~fore in s uc h s std te of 

2.ffc irs one ouci--1t not t o que s t i on or deb; te \?he t her it be more 

r r ofitrrle t <" t h e City ar ci t o t he public t o have t he t r r..ding 

i r t l·e ·:-.., :- t < nd in the l i?.nd of Turkey dire cted by t he Hebrews 

or h~r i t:- ot'r C i tizens ; but i rr .. e ed one ouc~h t to di s cuss and 

p onder '1·het!1'3!r t~e r ~i:: ult~ v-ould b e h e tte r riith t !le t r r.f=i c 

i n t 'ie hf'nd~ of out!'"i r• err- or i :'l the '1a·~dP of t i1e Reb reY;s , 
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coMparing only t h ese t ogethe r . I b e lieve t lu .. t if we o.rrc.nge 

t:i'ie e ontrover ry in such a v-:ay , one will eas ily for many rea -

~ ons c:.r d c onse<;uences be abl e t o c o;.c lude in f a\ol' of the 

P.e'hr ews . 

C orn;ider ~ .tion III 

One dircuss_e~, 1;!w citi e~ cec..s e bec onine rich : 1d 
!",+.k i n e proYis i ons f or su ch_"- pur r;os e. 

To c r e n t c i ties and j opu l.:. t i ns happens th< t ve1·y same 

t h in :; r·~1 i c'-1 ha.pr en~ t o our bodie~ , the.. t !"ron a smc.11 begin-

!" inf ~~ d r-. l~or;t i ns enr.ibl e 1.,ovi nc orig i n t hey co:r.1e by means 

o~ continuc.l nutriti on to <-- cons i der <.b le crc..ndeur. But ~fte1 

h, Yi t:c r.r1·i-ed tt r cert.: in l i r it prer:cril>ed f ·r ·t hem by nat-

t:re ti~ey ce• !'e to incr e< ~e further arid t o augrnect themselves 
' 

r nd r en;.i n f or t. cert·· i n lenr;t h of tiMe in an e qua l s t c:. te. 

7 :-ius c i t i es , C' ft. e r !uving r et c"led ~ li: .. ited poin t in popula-

ti on ~ r.ci re; 1th , se t c.. gor l f er t he i r ~'ro~ress t r:. d rema in in 

the sc:r'e f"tc". e i n r.hi c -1 t hey a re or decline f rom it . Accord-

in[ t o r:./ 1·e l il'?f , t 'liP r n "o n f · r t:mt, i n s o f ; r o.s '7ealth i s 

cn~ cerned , i s tht t 2ft er t he cit izens ~nd i ~~~bit: nt s hkve be-

cor.e opv Len t t~n· ou,-~! t"-:e :.:A: ns of c oJ:ll crce , t !:ley l&.y as ide , 

··olC.i":f~ . !' .. en ii, t·1: ir ti. e c c:-.e t" le foreicr.er s i n '"hose mi nd 

1: · r j~e!". t h e desir e ~or <! 1· i c t ar.d re nt . After t 'iey have 

<:t't ined t !: e::- f r o. t' lCir o ins , t · e:' tt~kc t he ir &<- ins b~ck to 

t·:e i r O'T! covntri~s . 1 '"' ii?: -: :'i icfr i on (13) ot:1t?r fo reit;ners 

· i t''1 t 1.e i=:c: re +.~lent fol l o· .. t:1°: ~ c in suc!'i [, l'.~.nr. er so t h.c. t 
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there is e.lwr..ys a con tinuous tra··sportc-.tion a n.:..y from the 

c i ty of t h e c-$s~ ed noney , 1.i t h o\.l t a r.y increase in wea l th in 

t h e city . J\ut quick ly t!ler e f o llor. s a.n ev i den t detriment 

frorn t h i s Rction , ju~t &s in t he c2 s e of the s ea i nto ' ll'h ich 

e ll t h e rivers c o~e t oge t h er ~~ th s uch a gre~ t tribute of 

VIL ten; . Ye t t he s ea &l '\'Ja ys c on t ::.i n s t he s ~ .me quantity of 

m .ter •·: ith out any i ncre t-tse , f o1· it diffu~ es i ns e nsibly the 

r e c e ived 11re.ters b a ck to t irn ver~ ber;i nnin~s ~r.ci ori{;ins of 

the r i "C"ers. Thu~ t :, e inflwc of outsiders from diver s regions 

d oeF not &lte r a r d enrich c i t i es b ec &us e »i t h t h e c ontin uous 

b ::.clcv.re.rd flo '" t h e Money c:_cquir ed is trr ns rnitted to the places 

thence t h e f ere i gn er s c2,:::: e. 

As f or esight e.e;c. ins t su ch a. n i t: conven i ence t:-iere a re two 

wr.y s t o c.ct . The f ir~t is t o hi r.der the tra ffi c of t ile for­

eigners di r ectly or ob l i quely , b y loa ding t~eir \'.a r e s With 

gr er t er c11 f> t c:> r'l d11ti ei:; t hRn t h e c i t izens have t o treet and by 

proh ib i t i nc soJ!"e of t !ie ir I!le rc11~"\n<l ise a nd ;,anufc..ctures , and 

in oth er V:<'.yfi to d ist urb t h e ir coIIll"'erce. 

The s ec ond wr:-.y i s t o i r.corr ora te n. nd join t '> t h e city the 

?.boiTe f!1en t ioned f orei gner s s o t h;::. t in the r.ia nner of other cit­

izens t~1ey :r.1e1.y e s t o. b li sh themselvf; s in the city . Btit i n e ither 

cc:..!"e t her e i s nee d : or exr.ct circvJr.spection a nd a ccura te cp..re. 

( 13b) The first vrn ;.r n u; oh::; e1 ved c.nd directed by the 

t , .. o que Em~ of E'"l{; l r r.C. , r r ry <'.nd 3.: l i z r.1"e th; t h e one tried it, 

P nd t~e ot~~r with ee Ae r ut it i~ to pra ctice . L ons before 

our tin e r .c ny cit ie !'t ~~ ·-d j o i red t oGe t h cr a~d n creed, cities 



-18 -

in t he nor t h w"tic h p os"'es!" ed a. ~ e,.: ol·t or vici1; i t y of navi -

g~ 1, l e ri"'ers , to \"Ork in c onu,,on t 'he ncvig~-tion of t hose vra.t­

c-r s ir: ~ 1ch c. •r r y t 11: t it '~<::: ~ 11 dir ected by t hen. They then 

f.. c q_u i r e d P 1'l0ng the northern cities t :he broa dei=; t i;r ivi leges 

!'Ind rrer o~ ti'V PS P.nd P4n ~l!'.'lor t total exe~1~ti on fr o~ duties . 

T'i ic VTr s t he m· -~er tic Lee.cue , mos t celebr;; t e d t hrough a ll 

E 'r ope . 

It occ11rred to Q,uee n l"c r y to i ncr~nse the burden of 

d t1 ties froM one :per ce nt, wh ich h&d to be raid on a rrival, 

to t v-ent:' per c e nt, Y.- i t h a cha r ce in pr ivi l eees . J:av iga t i on 

i r: F1:ch <!. v1
: y ' 7c:.. R render ed dif1'icult. Q_ueen ..ii;lizabeth, wh o 

s i.:cceeded her , c or; t i nued t ci d e t he s a me t h ing but vd th a 

c;r e r:. ter tenr ci t y of r.1 ind a nd fi r M re~olution. I n t :1e begin­

n i ne t ·, i~ r t teMj_. t r:u · c o:iden:ned 1)y r a ny a s some t h i ng v;-hich in 

c.pr er.r ' o:c (> ir;.c~ed r-. rn ~u~;e 1· .. ·ed m:vig<'.tion fr01.1 t he J:ingdom 

of J~nclrno. , v· ith e.11 of i t being in t he h.."1nls of t he above 

rie•; tioned L~~ [ \le . Ie t e:i:: er i e nc e \'!:. ic ~1 fo llo1;e d t he fact 

t a uch t t hr t " 'hr t evPr rie;h t :!'1£.ve "h een t he j udfine:i t and virile 

r r11de nce of t r.e c-bove r: e n t ioned ~ucens, t h e!· o~~erv ed ( 14 ) 

th~ t c.11 t'i e Ge: in r-hic:-i wc..s riost i n ortr~n t a nd \Vh ich v:a~ being 

extrc- cted fr or1 the tr{-nf;1orta. tio 11 of rierchrtn <.i i s e in their 

l- i r.gdonf\ , de"V olvecl a nd '~e1 t to the c>.bove ment ioned League , 

t o e fcreiV1 and ou t s ide k i ngdoo , arci t:teir i slanders a lthough 

vo:- t di ~poRed to ~.ritire practi c e~ ' ' ere. putrefy ing in idle­

ne~s , i g nor ? n t a nd i nexi1ert i n n~v ig~ tion . ?or t he. t reason 

t 1'ey tri P<i t o d i~turb !:anse. tic 1u.v iG< tion , a nd t:1e~· n&<ie it 

neces ~r :--y fC\r t ':-i fd r o, .. n v; --~1-. l s t o er·17 l o:,• t·11 er1sel ves in nav-
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i gf.tion . The r esult i s t h.:..t in t he pres e:- t, one discern s an 

i nes t i~ab le b ene fit . f or t he English have r e< ched t he ulti-

:-:El te lir.it in r eput a t i on in t~e ~Aritine pr ofes sion. But 

ever. t h ough f or the~e queens t heir '-tt eri:pt prospe red , it is 

fitti ng f or otherf> in f nllor1ing such a n exaJ"ll' le to be very 

cautious E>.r~ d c c> r eful y:h e r. one considers t he posi ti on of the 

n ritish ! Rl Pnd p l a c ed by nat ure over t he domin i on of the 

\.estern c.nd northern sec>.s . The absolute ma~tery and sway 

that t~e ~bove Mentione d queens exercis ed in e v er y p o rt f a c-

ilit; .. ted , nc-y opened , t !1e 1~th t o such a. for t i.m:=. te outc ome . 

T:ie s&J:e v.-ould not ha. pen so e<.. s i l y her e in I t a l y, its po1: ts 

b e inf" pos~P.~sed by v~ r ious pr inces and poter.tates . Thus 

if one of t hen hinder ed a nd excluded t h e c oncours e of out-

sL1ers , t l'te l r. ttPr 1.ould be iru edh.te l y r e c eived by t he 

ot hers v.-it~-. t 'he l""o~t ar-p l e :- rivileges and eY.ell"ptions . There 

i s ei. l8o t l-te f &c t t he t t~e j'enrlP. of not even ore ( 14b) mc:.r-

it ii-e c i t:· i~ ciispo~ed to nc.lf- \ lr :- or the l l:\CY of forei g n 

nc-v: · t~on . T::er efore t:1er e v:ould r esu l t to t 1u.. t city a n a.1-

ro~ t tot; 1 ci tmihil< t i or of c cT"r.erce. T~is did not hc.ppe n in 

3 ne l : nd bec~uqe of the mult ipl icity of t~e cit ies and popu-

htion~ di!"})O!'ied to svc h c. p;rsuit . v·hich rlf'.kes t::~t \':ao!e 

Islc nd &lmo~ t a sin~ ~nd continuous ~riti~e c i t y . 

':' .. e f;e c ond \":...y t c a void t 1 e rred i cted di s order ca n be 
" 

co. . 1 i ~d out by c-..~ !" !; inr a d uniti ng t he foreigners ·.-i th 

t "t• c i tizens a r d es t~1- l i1>,1 iq~ t '1er i n r;o:-:e MP nner in the City. 

Gre~ t di~~iculties i n order to put t~is plan int o pr &ct i ce 

a l!'O ::- re n('\t 1: ck i nc . 
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:F irstly , nc tur~l i n!" ti·ict op::_,o se~ itse lf , u : d t!le i ndel­

itle a ffection t h' t evP.ry o!'le hu, f or his n: .t ive land, o.nd 

t h e desire t o t~rrni n<.te one' s li fe tb er e ,.,here i t ha d its 

heGj n"" i "1;;s . One ~-Y e.dd th<. t nany tr~ fficking f orei gners 

in t 11eir o\~ c ities a re pa rticipants in t h e eov ernnent , e. g ., 

t he Genoa ns , Fle~ings , t he Gertial"s of t he ~ree Ci t ies , ~nd 

in s or:ie rn.rt tl'te ~l ore ntines . ? or t ha t rec. s on , t hey v;ould 

not exc~r nre t~e donic ile of t~eir city for ~nather habita -

t i on . l n (l(diti on the ~~ ct th~ t t 'ley r.r .. .,·e a cquir ed s imple 

c i tizership in t'"'e :pl<. ce • h e r e t hey trr ffic Y-ou ld r_..ali::e it 

Pece~s<- r wr f0r t ~e:rri t o renounce s ome t h i '1G or other thc:~ t they 

r.i i eh t !:<Te e njoyed i n a not l1er i; l c>.ce . An<! ex · eri ence shows 

u ~ tht t v-h e!1 t here <>.r e in a city r.-1?.ny v er y rich outs iders 

•rho t h rour h t': e l enc;t h of t heir h t: vi ne lived there,~ 

miAt hrYP- h~en ; hle (15) t o ga in c it'ze'1ship \°iith its Jriv-

ile e;es , by r f'< sC'I :: of t 1e c: bove :-e ,... ti oned Cf • ttse t hey d o not 

obt~ in i t ncr a ttPnpt t o do so . 

~he r e cond r P.c- c- o n ·· ic· rr ~,..ent!" ~ o i n ing t he outs id· 

r· r s to t"·p c ity iR t ::e perury of l E.nd::: , v1hi ch would !'r even t 

n P\ <· c<: nisitions , a ll of it reine; a lr e?..dy occup ied by ite 

or;n c it izer.~ rultj ri lied t o su ch r-J) gr e; t nurl)er. This S C G,,r­

city is i ncr e· red ~ P CE us e of t~e ~it~ ' s c ircuit for a long 

t i :---e hr.Y j nc; beer occup ied by v~ry br oad lac;oons and swampy 

l~ nc~ u~~it f or cultiv~tion . And t~e d i ffic ulty still in­

cre r: r-es , for alT"os t all t 'rte l a nd is posf"es ~ ed by the citi-

~ · nor eover burdened wi th condi ti ans &nd vc.rious ze~ry r. nu is 
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i rr:ped iments s f'.\ tht> t neVI pu r cha::.ers gror1 sus p icious ot bey­

ing disputes in~ tead of l and. 

Th irdly, merchants have a custom t•.fter h3.v ing c.ssembled 

~ea lth not t o be conter t r.ith its p ossess ion a lone. They 

~.re 8.f\f;ailed by thought s of ga in, prerogat ives, a nd extra­

ordinary dignities , and together •Ii th lands to obts..in titles, 

dominion, and j uri sdictions to r ender more illustrious their 

c o:-idition r a ther thar ha ve it :r emain unknown . But not in 

ever y p l r ce c~n ~uch an at ~eMpt s ucceed, and others a re not 

pleo.sed with making &.cquis5tions except in popular pla ces, 

in c onformity v5 th t heir position a nd quality, for t hey do 

not lik e to be confined wi t h t 'heir elders. 

F or these re<.s ons a -.d like ones it i s difficult to 

r.ia~e f nr eigners t ake ro ot a nd t o hol d t h em in t h e (l ) 

Ci ty, toget her ·:ith t he ir f '1rt unes a~ d \;ealth . But the 

tra~f ic d i r ect ed by t:"le Re b rew's w.arvelous ly relieves and 

r emedies t he a b ove nentioned inconve1 i ences, for they do not 

ha ve their own c ou-:>tr y t ., v'hic:h t hey may asp ire to trensport 

t he ir Pea 1th t ru t the~· have a.'f!.r <-i::c;ed in the city , nor even 

i n t".n~ r l r ce do t he:• 1r v e t h e r i ches and e.b il ity to a cquire 

s t "ble r r op ert:r . And if the~r "1ad i t, it would not fulfill 

t he i r intere;. t s to do s o bec ~.use t hey woul d not pa wn and 

b ur den t ne ir possei::Ei i ans vrh i le~ t heir }?e r s ons are su·oj ect to 

s0 rn£.ny cha nces . J'or t 11ey l i,.re in e-very p l a..ce \"lith s a fe 

c onducts , a1 d licenf;es f r r n princes . They aspire very little 

to di~nities . t i tles , a nd don inion bec~use where once they 
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are r ece i'\"ed v; i th k i ndness, t !·.ey J.C.ke a fin~ r eso lution 

not to le?ve. !3es ides , the f a ct t hei. t t!-ie Re'tr ev. inilc:.bit&.n t 

i n Venice , not hz.vi ng a r.y s k il.J. of his own , other t nan com­

:: erc e . f indf: it d i ff icul t to le2.ve • fo r he ilc.s no ho.i)e of 

s \i p· orting hinself v:i t h any pr •)fession a nd sk ill exercisa­

ble in every city . :F.ut cor·J1erce p.nd trade in every place 

a re var ie~ le , a~d in order to introduce t hem ~nd start them 

~ long obf:ervl·.ti on ar.d concovr !Ze of f r iends is necessa r y . 

And acc:.i n t !ler e is n(' doubt t nr. t of all t he sto. tes 

c ·1d :tll: cen of t·-.e world t h e ~e11r e\ :·a t ions li'%t! $ best the 

r::ost r ler ~rr t c "'ernme .. t of t he 1·03t Serene Republic , oecause 

of t hR forri of st<1.b l e r ule- which does not c!-tange t h rough the 

1:iutrliili t y of t "ie t 11oue'1tR of a { lG) single pri nce and 

t'11·ough t·u~ ir ~tio .tion of cour.~ie lors ; ~ .nd b ecc..use the Re­

publi c t !: ro' lfr it::: sr ecif.1 i ns ti r.ct is ~ l over of peace '"li t h 

it~ ne it:;!"bors . ~ :~(i t '1.e !Tebrs •:· ::<:..ti on ~:nows \-:ell t "'..<.. t in 

tir:e of q ·.r it i ~ t he f i rst one expo~ ed to t ne extor t ion of 

friendly s olcier !; , t: ~ i:rcy o:: e:-:enies , r.nd t ... xes a1 d bur­

c er: s of ;r inc es . The fr er_uency cf c on•·erce , t :1e sea p ort , 

the &1 unrlr nee of c:.. 11 t hinrs i;ert[. ini· .G t o susten.."1. r:ce ex­

trere l y :' ul:'ill~ t 1e : :~ tion ' ~ C:.e$ ir e!-'! . A s:;ia ll i:·eople bei ng 

friend l y to i t - ~nn prtctic~ble - plet~es it extre~ely . 

fu t c. 1 ) ~ ·e £.11 t!ie exe:-i- l o.ry ~ ur- tice a~'linistered in their 

c.e: c .. .ae rice in;. t r.ny ort..er of :· er Pons w:10 :1ieht offend t hem 

··"':.~ t':Pr '" ith rec:' :!. d to lif~ or t !1e !' t r.ui the :punctuc'1 ob-

servi ne of thr t ,-hic!1 i s 1. ror.:i::; ec.i to t!·ie;i -:. i t h r e e;~i..rd to 

t !- eir conduct < nd :· r ~ viler-es - tl:P.~. e h old t :ien fi r r.ily joined 
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t :-u. t v:i t h t he col"!lOerce of t he wes t given up by t he c i ti­

zens of t h e Ci ty , thf t whi ch is r r of i t i 1 l e t o t "'le int eres ts 

of t~e prince a r d of t he c it ize ns the~se lvcs is ( sup~os­

i ng e' •en t !lh t t he Heb r eY: should no t a uc;r.ent t he r:ier c~ nt ile 

t r uie) t :1e t1c:.:ff ic ' s be i n& r r. t her i n t h e hands of tr.e =· .:b -

n '1 n< tion ·whose persons are ef; t<.11li~hed in t he City a nd 

Y:hose l'iches r ernein i n t h ef, i ty, t han in t :"le 11.c:. nds of for­

eigners '."ho c.r e <.1 -;··~ ~tl'l r.i th reg· rd t o t~e City (for t he 

t:.f orer:e1· tione d causes ), out i;iders and aliens . In addition 

to t ?ie fF ct t h<.t t:'le 1· err ers de nnt nave E.\"RY fr om t he city 

( l Cb) fu rther d-nrer thc~ t t '1e:• ""111 t r.ke else •·i,ere t he 

1' oreo-uer , it is ~ t i ll ''·ortliy of r efl ection th•. t v.hen 

:. disr.ci\ c.n t 8Ge of c;r e. t conseqven ce re!>ul t s t o t he Ci ty 

f r om i t, for I t <. ly is s ituc ted in su ch a r.u nne r t hc. t ves­

$els r.n iTi ng: i r t~ii:? ir tur n f r oM the , ·est fir s t go up to 

G-Pnoa. , \ .. .,.. i ch f c- r ... '=YPr c-.1 ~1e.r-.r s so e nh.rced i t !'lelf from mar-

i tine trr~! ic. A~t ~rvcrdr t~ey l~~< succefs ively a t Li'-

-.. c-. t he l e.s t 

·;,r :1c-f t 'ie r e lief fr.~11 t h e new t a x 
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a t ~ 11 a voided or remedied such ~r ej ud i ce . And mer c han­

di~e Grr i ving r articu lc::.rly a t L i v orno ~nd Cer oa i s distrib­

\:ted th:! ou~hout LoI:?ln.' rdy . Iiedmont, and t h e A lrine Reg ion~ 

, .. 'liic'1 b nr der upon it , ard 1 ik ev·iRe t!trough Ronu,.gm• a nd the 

l':.rcr of Anc ona . And rPrticula.rly '"her it P.bounds in t he 

:-:ert ioned r.orts , it is WZ"lt ing in Venice . But t he trc-.1..e 

de Rtined fo ) t h e RebreT:s of J t a ly by the ir coi:r~an ies a nd 

friend£ , fro~ Livorno on . ccnnot hel p but a rrive a t the 

City of Ver ice , for the~ebrews 11.ave not yet tried to obta in 

i n ti1e mentioned plc ce~ n ny space or donicile • Livorno it­

~e lf , r!'tt>r r orie exce ~r: iv e l osf'e~ which occurred ( 17) in 

by t!- e l1err C'v'r • :or r~ ' 'Y of t 'ier- who ::.re in other countri es 

h:: rel oi-Pr 1- FTP t t p~ rt C'f t~·.Pir l o ~!>ess ior s into the h c-. nds 

of t 1e in'~r: r i tr~t :- of t !ie Cit:r , rlien t 'iey ther ~~ elves are 

:- on~ , ~rr. t 'ie:· ~ re s· t iif i e d f t ..,,v ing i•lc..ced t he ir riches 

in ,. s~ ff! r1~ ce r. nc t 1'.. ir iR s r icl Y' i th reo : rd to t h e tn de of 

t hP ~st . And t i¥ t i~ not to s •·~· tfl:: t "' ithout t he tro.ffi c 

' of t l-ie !1Fl•re;·c: i n c- n, event ther~"ould ;;:rrive r-. t Venice th e 

t.he nece:-!'" t ry rt . id st le in t !-e n eirhl'iori ne pr 0vince~ , for 

· • t 'h r Pfrr<\ to Itr l :,• it '1;'> s ' lr r.<o:• 1"Pe 'i c:"1ov-n t h r t t~ t is 

not n eC "'!" "": r.r . rut r<'rpo ·er J c: n ~:-· y t 'ir t it is i nd \1bitr.b l e 

t '"ir t t'~ n r 1"tindc. n ee o!' rrP-rc~'l::'.nd i ~e cc-11f;e~ its c on8Ul~ption . 
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er e not neces sc-.r:1 ~or food . l"ost true is t h e s e:.y i?l{; of Sol­

on on in Eccles i a s tes ( 5 .10): "When go od~ increc- s e , t hey 

r- re i ncrec.~ed t hr t eat t:te~" . C'.rid i!' ore~ d c.nd \"i rie i n ti r:e 
.J 

of sc;:: r c i ty a.re consm'led ,,..i th r e:;ervcd p< r s irony , ~ o n uch 

t he le~s e rP. t r e ~ t · _ Prfl uott!" t J"I ing~ \''hi ch f:"erve only i:.an ' a 

lt1xury . Surr-r , su ch a cree: t ~ ec s oner of fo cd s at.d s o P • ~ts-

1: 1.Ach ~ s nor r z l l y , \-r ich f r.ct ctn be r r oven ~ron t he til:! e 

rr c n fT [ [ r c ' 1~e i n e;rF: t ~ l·unc ~ .n ce :'r mi S;n .in ;..r. d nov: cor.E: s 

t o t~ e Ci ty onl~r fr o) JdE::-:t r d r ifi. i n .:{;Yp t , ( l 7b) and one 

pP rt of t h P. 1.' r " s v;h ic·1 cnne froM d istc:.nt p~rt~ . And t :1e 

renur~ o~ ~r- e ~o odc C[ U ~es t~eir desue t ude . The s crrcity 

r F~ s ::- ti ll c~ u :·e ~ < r . 1 i : s :. l ~ <nu c r.r.: s ui J. t ion ·· ~•1 ence c o:ie 

t ~cet"-er « l L t l e ::e1 c :l< nd ise not onl y of -:.uro1)e b~t of .n.s i a 

t ·~ 1· ci;r.:1 o•erlr ?1d V'.f !" ~ ge , t :1er e i f no doubt t lu:. t n ot f~"lling 

· t t ' e '\...,no· ... of' t'1e !!el re\::- , t :1e tr~ cle 'l':o u ld he:•.ve been l: . , 0 : i . .., ~ 

· ~n -e:C. ry t h e :' l"T~' S r·C.. ( nP"-P.l"t ·· c l P.f:' it i s in gr e<. t ~l't 

;!' ~ c tfr Pd ry t !1er ) ·:--1cr "" f " r e a ~. e c:.rn ':' i fi nd c ny t.rt;t.~ .. e nts 

· ,.. i r s t it•· 1 "'' · (· ~ · l ' F .,, , i t,· ' ·J.p .- nr t~e t:r~:~-i c to b e in 
• L ·· - . '' ~· . • 
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other r c~. F. ons , t here i s i r. pr.rticul a.r t h i s : t !le d i s <:.dVG..n-

t r.re s t h: t subjects h~ve in "tr8ci i nt; •·;ith t h e Turk s . 

All t he s i l k tn de of ror eCi ( i n Gr eece) would be in 

t "' e x nd~ of t :te Greeks , subj ect t o t~e 7urk . For s ince 

t h ey lw.ve t h ere ver y eY.tens i ve r os!':er;s io n~ , t 11.e ss.Me t h i ng 

"' ould hrprPn r.~ t 1e hcve t1. lr <'s dy c lec~rly sh own i n t he Cc<. s e 

of the foreigner~ in t~i.e \'es t . ':;:'l1e Scyrnc trt :ffi c i s being 

~ ept hore\er, in t;re< t I·~-rt, i n t !'le hat· fis of citizen:. of 

Ve-- ice . Cor.::rerce ( 18 } v. i t h S:·r i:1 is not very o~portune for 

t h e He-hre1s n ec<.ur e of a her.vy t <.x on t he i r LJerchci.nc.:is e in-

sti t u teC. by t~e :'ur ks . "::. E v.h~rf of AleY..r1ndr ic: .. , bee .. us e of 

extr r· or di na r y t~ j:es a11cl e:xj en· e :; , i s not t oo f r equel1t ed by 

t h e Ecbr evrs exc e1.t by t'hose \";h o l ersonal l y move ther e . And 

it is 8 venturcs o:me L-.r.d no t a s~ fe tn f~ i c to 11i nt a in be-

c :· •·se of t"'e do: e s t i c exrer.se ~ , so t hp t not e'•en t h e citi-

zens o~ Ve·ice ~:o trr~f ic i~ t~e Levant r eceive , bec~use 

o: t .·e trf'de o~ t :-:e l"e'hr er.~ , an~' loRs of con s ider~ble rnorient . 

c ~ ns ider< tion IV 

T"'e T"£jority of r.en c nr~ lfl in t l'H-t nt tur e ht·!'l burdened 

: !':<~ ·c:i::ed t."'er: ''"i t~'!. ne ec\s rne ne ce:--siti c ::; i n Gr e t. t e r abun-

rr· ;. on . r\l t one i ; c or:- l~i::inc <c<- i ·:r t duty hec~ur e indi -

c-• .. c e -~ '1<.i need :....rP. t :1e tr1·e s t i r i li <.nd i 1~u1nel"- to t he i n--v ertions ~ ..- a <.iif;cove:riPs of t· .... e r.o~t r.or t :iy c:nci excel len t 
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t!'le ~ertilit:.' of t ite l end are &. l Most deprived ot a ll in­

du~try, but il(ortherner~ , be cC\.use of t he r igor of t h e climat e 

< nd t he sterility of t he s oil, ~re spurr ed on t o naviea­

t ion {18b) u nd t ~e pr f ctice of t he ~rts a nd have become 

celebrr ted cind fc-r.tous . When I cons ider the srpers ti ti tion 

of t"'ie RoMC.n ... i n re,...t':·e t o t 1·1e er ecting of <'-1 t~ r s Pnd of 

dei~~·inG t'!e in....-ento1 ... of v~efu l rrofeszi ons to t !1e point 

th: t eYen "'ort1•ne , e ~ teened by t h ex:. as blind and r ash , found 

in J=. or:e C- r<·rtiCUl E- r wor e'°lif end BdJY is::; ion t o l""aTI~' sumi:: ­

tUOll ~ Te'""l l es ( for i n til""e of need :'ortune is t :r.e pr i n e s t im­

ul~nt F nd ~rur to '"Ort: y undert<. 1': i ne:s ::.1 d rr of i t a.1 le i nven­

tions) - 60rPti~'les I rk'.r vel tl'u t a cult Wt.f' never set up 

to "i'crtune 'hy t h e Rone: ns or th~ t s orie religious rite was 

not o'h~Prv erl vi t h reg~ r d to i t . 

In t h e s chool of d i s corSort under t'1e rigorous disci­

pli r.e of nePd , t '1e R 0 r r e'":s more t c> r P.ry ot her na ti fln a re 

e r nH te r 'lei. ir~ tructed ; for t' e: !lc're heen de:prived of st~.ble 

~e~ lth , ~r r rit10Dt t~e r r rcti ce of t~e mech~r icr l f rts , 

c- rc -=-~ r fror. t '1e rrofi t~ of t'1e for un <. r.d of ot her urba n 

tinnr-rtr l,. in;-:f: . T~ey ~~·e bur dened \ •it:"'l f c,:-:ilies ( ev en t hrough 

t •-e ir ritP.f celil1c cjr ' ' einr. for l· i dden t P t :i.er..:i). ".'inerefore 

it is '!1PcenPt r y for t h er-: \.i th indt:str;· , dil i c:;enc e , a nd a c­

c1:r r ti? ,. !ci l rnce to or.en for t hengelver. t I1e v~-Y to t heir 

o..-n f: ··r:-ort pnd rPi ... tena rce . For whi cf' r e: .son it c r.n be 

no t ed t nr t. w1~erp t!~e !-{e11r ev.s hs.~e r e:-:: ic\ed , t her e tr: :'fi e 

< nd b1r inef;!" flourish ed c- s L i vorno cc-.n e. tte~ t to i t. And 
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t h e City of Ven ice r.ill never for get t he me r:ory of t h e 

firs t deviser of t he t1·h a rf of Ap c>.l a to, who ,.,. s l. Hebrew _..... 
b y nE<.tion, r ·ho '7i t h h is r ec ords tra1.sport ed a gre<.-t part 

of t h e c OI!IT1e roe ( 19 ) of t 1:e Levt-.n t to t h e Ci ty. The \·;narf 

of ~~ich i s no' c ons idered t h e firme ~t &nd moR t s olic fo urn -

c. tior. for trt-f~ic t h c..t Ver.ice ev er had; a r.d it r.18.kes ' ·a il-

e.b le to others fiuch rr1e ~.ns , f or the l and is n uch nore stab l e 

~nd le~s ex1 nsed to the injuri e s of fortu ne the.~ t he s ea . 

Iv t \ •hF.t i~ notrhle c onc er nine; t "1e c c. itc:.l of t h e oth er 

P.e11r ewF who h&.ve t < ken r ef\1c:e under f o- eign dominions i s 

t ha t to P r,r e: t ext ent t h ey r ut i t i nto t he hands of the 

F eb r ey·s of t h e Ci ty. Tile rns tei- s of t :1i s cc.p iti. l a re sat-

isfied \'·it h c; n:· ~ ligl1 t u tility c..nd e moluJ.1ent t h ey r ia.y cir&..\", 

from it , ~eeinc t~ t t -., e:,· do n ot f;end t heir ca.p it~l to Ven-

ice f or t h e H~.v<.r tc..ee~ whi ch t h ey n •. y be tter !lore for in 

t 'his r.ie.r ke t r <-t:.1 r t !lrn in e.~other , h·t onl:: t o · void t h ose 

d~ neers t~u t con l d et.r- il:: cor.e upon t h er. if t }: e. ' h eld t :ieir 

i r.es~es t:~r ~ t r < C:e 'it'1dr : ·.- :'."r <>IT trc-C:.e o. t t h e s l i e;htes t 

dil""inution in t he tr; ::~ic a.nd e: ['; ,.e i n ot i' er OCC\;pc.t iO llS 

of gr er t er prof i t . 

r ·t c o:-· ir.c n ow in ~~ t; c:1 c-. suh~ect t o t :: e i'~.r t iculc;..r 

t·~ ,. re ir <>. tl: inc r. ide ly ~:no,-n [..: one ::.erc :i<. n t s , cn<i t h<>.t is 

t,i. , tin tj r P.e v:tyr. tr ~ f::'i c is l:-t~r < ct ed t o t ·1e Ci t y , c..nd 

r:. rticu l ?.rly r.c.r : tire tnffic. 

0ne , hE:C[ use of t .. ie ru. t-v::.'e of na vic:t. tion t ho se wh o are 
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t he p ossessorF ~f vPs~e l' a re l ike~ise t h e a rbite1 s of 

t r [de ( 19 ) as i s ob~crved among t h e r 1e~ings . Sec ond • 

by p ersonr.ll)r noTinr; t o v~ri oi: s l':1El.rket i:: i n s u ch a ~nner 

one f<.'r ns fr iends'~ ips &nc r e l a t : ons . T:i ird • by t he send -

i ng of on e ' s own ce.r i t l i i nto v c; ri ou~ plt>.ces , other s e:.re 

i nvi t ed ~ nd attra c t ed to 'hr.nd ov e r ar.d ~c send ba ck t o t e 

City t h eir O\"Tl ri ches . As fo r t he n~.vig• ~tio n of t heir own 

vesse l s . t !'le !!ebr ev:s e.re a l r.ost e1· t i r ely depr i ved of t hi s 

r r ivilece E'. lthouch i n lJ'ls terdru!: , Rotterd~ m , a.nd !I&rnbi;.rg 

t her P 2r e ~ o~e s· ~r er r of vesFel s . 

Cnncer r inc tr< vel ing c>.'1d f or r .i ng n ev: pr~ct i ce s , the 

Pe'hrers d~ n ot cede t o ~r . ot~rr re op l e , for the~ do n ot 

hf ' ' e t he oce< fi i on t o s t~y in t heir own countr _, t o c u l tiva t e 

l r nds or t o i ndul c e in ot her urb~n prti.c t ices t1hich might 

h inder them . One J"'1c>.y < cirl t h e f~ .. ct of ll .. :rc;e f ru.; il i es ( cel­

i b< c. · not 'he ing l e r r i t ted) , vhen ce Ct.ss i gn i ng sorne t o the 

dor .es t i c er r es , t 1e other~ e~·l oy thenselve~ ec: .. s ily i n p i l -

t r r 6. e fro m f nr e i en c- nd r e:r.ot e c o1tntr i e~ int o the Ci ty where 

t'~ ey i n t he l~erinninr r. et up t _1e i r doMic ile . J r: t h e send­

i nc t her o~ t 'le ir cr~pik l t•1rout:ho11t t he r·orld , t h e Hebr er. 

more t han c-.ny ot her pe r~on ca n d o t h e< t n" t only by r eas on 

of t .e ur gent need \.h ich st i!':u l a t e s h in t o try f l•rtun e ' s 

f r vor b" ever " neans , but bec<:..tise his r iches are not inv ee-., . 
ted in st~b lc "e?.l t h but e.r e in t he f orn of cc.sh ci.nd w-~res. 

T.' or t~ ..... t rer~on '1is wea l t'i i~ : repci r ed and a rranged ( 20 ) 

t o 1·,e rr>.:fled r.nd sent v·'i ere i t is mor e r.cre e~ .. b l e a~·.d p l eas-
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5 ine- . And it is wnrth,~r.ile to note t he useful ness of th is 

l a tter pr a ctice in t hat r.nol e stre t ch of terra fi r ma which 

lies bet,· een D&. l1~tia a.r d Constantinopl e and the other p l ao­

es of t h e Turkish dorli-:: ion "'here no Venetic.n Consul res ides 

&.R he d oes in t he other Levar.tine t:hQ.rves as a public r e ­

;.rei:;enta t ive r.ho nieht f or t he Venetians t c.ke ca re of send­

in{; t he i r cc:.rit r..l into Turkish }mnds or to the Gr eek subjects 

of t:ies e Tur l:s , or even i 11to t}1e hanc\s of their own corres ­

pondents t h r out;h t :i.e dangers a nd ri s '<: s t hr.t i n such pla c es 

could ec- s i l y 'Pef a l l it . "'i'or t h e.· do not !uive t her e ar.y i1r o­

t ector r!~o :-:i;:;ht d ef end t~em f r om t h e insults of those pe ople . 

:-ut tl•e ~ehr e s either s purr ed on by t h e necess i t y of liT-

i ng or i !" !:~.v) nr ot.he. r :1 e · r el'·s do it fo r t !1er.i , 1'es ides the 

ftct t :i.. t the c;ret.ter port i on of ti1eir m:.tion is s ubject 

t o t:1e ':'i;.r k , ei...(;erly c:.rriTe i n t h e Lev:..n t <-nd iland over 

t here t h eir ri ci1es r..l:d I ossecs ions ; a nd t here is no doubt 

thc.. t the tr~ffic is t!1e c.ttr~ ction t o perecri ru.. tions a nd t h e 

tr~~F f e rring of perAons . 

~nrl <:> l t~"' o11r:t1 one C< nn~t de :-:y t !.t t t~1 e :--.i ld ness of the 

c: ir rnd t h e locc.tion of t h e co untries r..re a c;r ec. t disl>osi­

tion ton-:d c o:'I~erce c•.nd t rc...C. .. , hoYevcr , t: .e volun t c.1·y con­

cour,,_e ,ind c'-lc>..rt" of t 'he 1-:e!l is t h e post effica cious r et s on . 

:-··e fir~t r-~,~ , fr o:~ •.-,..,oM ~.11 t~e I't:'~terity of his rf.ce dr ew 

i t;. o?iGin , ' ''<.s f or t":ed in su c:i c:t t e1 ·1 er ::te et r t e rn region 

(:'Ob) r '"'d in the delif, tlt s of T<.r <' i s e . ·- e,.. er t".ele ~s his 

_ J OGeny lP~t t:1~ t s ite, e:.:J ::-; er i; t tn e c. t te~ ts (Qr! 11. 2) : 
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. 
" ~ ~ •. d i· t t t ' •• cc..2~e o r.c..ss • ~s _;.e :· j ourne:re<.: er-s t , t ha t they 

!'ound c. plP in in t he land of s·~ i nar ; c-.:--d t:1e~• Ut".'elt t :'lere" . 

".'.'·1e~· dr er · a~~.r ~ron th~t region , for in it t h e·· had r e ceiv-

ed first t he exp ulsion froo f~:r:.. C: i se c tld t h e n t h e De luge 

rh ich (?.nnihi l c: t ed c:. l riost en tirel:r a ll livi nt; r er sons - so 

rn;ch r:ore P.re ne~ ri ndful of offense::. t·mn of t he t":e r:or ies 

of r cnefits . 

And it is cert<- in • as so.id t he: t on tor u:1.o 1 i ved lo. ter 

t~r • T.rnc:rdiG.e~ , t i1<: t me n pr od\lce fo rtlAnes , <nd not for-

t t;ne;- , nen . 1 r-e: n , r i t h r eG< rd to our d iscuss ion , thr:. t 

:-en t~tt i~e c or:r.e1ce i''~1ere it rle ~ !' e s t h en e nd ei.rc entirel y 

i tF : r~iters , i n T~~te~er rr nner correrce ~ nd t h e tr&nspor-

t~ ti er: of s i ice~ fl t1ct < te s and \-:<Ver :- - no\: in Alex.a.ndr ia 

i'1 -~CYPt , :ir. · ir. :lt.~ ie t t. ( i -: ..... - -; t) , n r •· i n 'Ju~.scus , and 

( no .-· a z ov) , c: nd b t\ d j er!: rout es ti1e~,r t :rn:-: ~r1 i ve c>. t Ven ice 

· -·~e"lce t 1-.o:· l ee. \e c\c: :n ~or t h e r.e ~ t er;. r ec ions o!' Euro e . 

A t t·~e rr c-;e· t ti:- \.? :;•: c• tr~ : "'iC :-; ~ b e en br o ·sht into the 

C "l: · c ::- cf" of t · c •·n;_ 1~:: of:;· ro. c S"~ e t :r .c~ : r r ived ~. t h es­

: r r N1 i n _,r< r· c". e -C o~ttf, r.t I.:·on i r. -::-1 ·~ t'I: e , c:.nd fr on th ere 

to ~··t·-erii • J .. nr t od~ ;r ;...~ ::J t C":·r~~ ; .. , t··1· c·q::: t ·i e c r:>ncourse of 

· t · t' Jrt"'er· .. i ·p r' on "' i~ f: , e c o1ne t : e ?!!Ost . r c · c. n ::: in ~ n se n . . · . . . .., .L • , 



-;-ool <.~r iT ed fi r r- t c. t Ve r iee, r c: t n e r t ii.._ n t:" t Gen oc. a nd Liv-

orno , ev e•· t·1ouc"' t hey :. r e clos er t o sra in. Todc.y from 

those p l c ce s t hey come to t he C i ty . Yes terd~ y, one can 

s Py t hr t t~ey ~ade t he tour of the ~ee lth of I tal y , a nd in 

~cid i tion one r.e nt t o rkcenza ( a. gr e<:. t p o1' tion of v:hos e bus­

i :ies s ~s r.ow c one to Verom ). Only a. s har t tiL1e <:;. (§:) Tri-

p ol i r.~ ::::- t e pr i nci pr. l •,7nc-.r f of Syr ic;. , a nd now h.c-rdl y a 

S!l"*--11 fi sh i n{; v er:se l a.r :. ives t h er e in t 'rn cour s e of the:;~ , 

c.nd c:. 11 :'1.&.. ~ b een tr<. n~ !' erJ· ed to Alepro an<i Alexsmiretta. . 

T\"'-SU S<' ( Du'hrov n ik . Vt:gos l nvia ) ~nd t~e :· eretv~ r, i ver (in 

t hl·oui:1 • It< l · , ~\ t no\- t }1eir t r c: ~:ic h r>.:: e one to Spalato 

c ~"U{;Of: lc vk .. ) . L i '\'"orr.o i"': :- r " lt- 11 ::.nd i c noble tovm , but 

r~v er ti o1· :- · · ~ :f ic i er.t :f l < t lr ·~d cv 1r ; ·,·ic!". 'll';!rc·t t' nd i ! e rdght 

~·e c<. r r i ~a , 6 ;. e ~t . I t i s s i tu<.. t ee ":.one t ·: e Al r i ne c hG. i ns 

"f r ountr.ins ; it :; ter ~ itor :r i s f;: rrounf. ed , Lnd i t i s clos e 

r r ude?· t :- r inc e::; f<.cilit~ t. ~ C: t "' e d. iff i c u l ti Ps r.nd r e.zed t!~e 

· d . .., t J. nd it i~ certf in t •.,, t t i1e CJ'ei t e s t c.ttn.ction i:-·: f' ll '!e .. s • 

., : C"'r ·=-f'r CP. ):;: t '-lP. fr PP.ri "w r-: liv i :--~ ~ nc\ t 1c r-e curit • o f 

· l') :- f~? ci"'r: of on"' ' S o•·!! \' e ;. l th , F s { ~lb) t'~e Ve!let io. n d on­

i n inn r :-:: c~l:' ~ ,..d ; 11!: c t.1·~ 11 · ,.r?. t C1•s ~ '1d oh!"erve s ,-i t h re­

c rd t n i t !". i nrr 1 i t :: rt~ i nd l ... erc·., ~ 'i t s . h r d t~is i s a true 
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s tirulus fo'Z' t ""e Febr e, ... : ; t ion t r- c ore t f".P.re bee '° use of 

l .. its del·ility ,-'1ich breeds dis trus t. 

Fr r-:- t e t h i1'lr;s < lluded to in t"!i~ C" no ider; t i on , it 

eor-e c r !"'lT:rrce :nd t ·~ff i c ~. nr.eY.ed ~ !id joined to t heir 1er -

!?-ons < nd for ,.,ther::; to ~:~ "'e r- nece:=~: r~· der nndence u ... on t he 

~Plrerr ~Pcru~e of t~eir i nd~stry , i n~er ti ons , affinities . 

· r d ;rr cti c e~ . ?or r:i t ho1·t t!~e ir ;.s~is t<nce in t h e City , 

t '1< t tr~ .c:e -ou l C. b,,. lo; t or go ~~ev.J-!ere . 

Co :~~ idcr: t i on V 

CnncPrninr th e d cfP. r Enc e t1.nd t he J?ror-ptne s s 
nf t 1e l~~\" in- <'be.;ine; . - - · -

r .P!"' ir 1~ ; sv-i f t o1·· f il~nce . ' ut ·. i t-. r ~f" i ·d. to ~ "'rei 1.;ners , 

f ; i;nr) t ~ r· f" l l < s ~nr t' c r urr ose of n~ ., i .... _. ~o; eo=ie wh o wi 11 

1rQtcct ~ r~r. d r : e.-.d t! er ~r i - t:~. I? i-:.1·1 ~· o: n t·: · r s ~ !'u t 



ed of tn~' nourc e of :_-- r ot e ct ion , -i t ·1 s Y1ift fl exi "cil it~r dis -

iOSef? i t se lf in CO:"' f OI1 it~- .. it:'? l'\1'1" l ic COl 2 ·~."!ds . ·.11ere -

fore it. ·.t.l'J ens "l"ery oft en th:• t \''h e n ! c.r t i c · ili:J" bu1·dens 

: r e i: ~ or ed Ui on t:1e ~·; t i on , no t even c.. s i .:-. ... 1e c or: :. l o. i n t 

Cons i der. tion VI 

7h:... t tjl_e_ T:.e_r_cjtn ~i_l_e_J~.LQ..f ~_s_s_l.on our..:'lt 
to 'be C: is_t_~J1.£ .. ~ _ _fror othe_LEo:er-R ions . 

..,_. e , --- .... 0 f . e~ , i~ t~e. ~ould net ~2 T e been cle~rly 

"'-s , .. otil~ :r-- e:•: le <. :-r e. t ~ =-· ( i::'ol·:- i t;• th< n th~.t :·1:.ci en t 

""""'-
c li<' Cl!" su ~r of ir. t'•e i : ·:· ;:: ir: t i 11n of r ne ts would hLve re1)r e-

zerted . ~). c1 ;.• '.t ::> C: ·1d r 1~ . to , i n t '·!eir J. il.nr:ed leJ._ul.li c s , 

.-..1 i:: t otlC' v.Y.o d id l i 'l"'"'l""f! i :-: t'· e f'r~t :: rt of his f o l i -

.liil er~ l oy ed . fr e11 ti r e i ., t el li re"lce ( f?b) i n l'P.r r n ng i ng 

; · ( c nr r e c t i nr t: ·,,,. c: i'°'i.,Si 0r:-- :-' ' <.:e 'by t·1cr "! t \ o :i·e. t . 4s-

Dior. o~·t1~ rel~ tt?: o f t :!e I -t! i :: r:~ t:1~ t t~1 cir pol ic~, Sl.1 c-
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te..in div e r s clr.sfes of c it:.zens . ':'iAe r:ona.ns v:ere v icile..nt 

, .. i tr. regfl rd to mi ch e. di sti r:ct ion and had it e.s a f ounda-

tion for t he ir politi c r- 1 goverm~ertt . P ut t '1e Vene tic.r re-

rub lie' t!\P. ne~t or dered gover nnert of c.-.n~· t he !"'e:no:r~r of 

V'!:ic~ is ztill ext< nt , ;;it~ e\er~· p unctiliousness t .l \'7C..ys 

o'btr ined e.nd ob::-erved by c.n apreer e.nc e rind f irM rc..inten-

f~ce of er~ct ci~t inction of or de:rs no t onl y in the triple 

or der concer!lir.c t he pul: l ic c;nvernr.:ie; t of c o:,i-on eopl e , 

c i tize~r:,r , end no'bi lit;, , but e '\' en 'f;i tl1 i nC.escribt.b le i ntlus -

try d5videc. C'rd nep«.l" t ed a ll t!'le c-.r t s of t ?le City ( even 

t !1of" e le :"~ tl--r r t:ediocre) arc. did not rerr~ i t tr.~ t nny o f 

t!~er: shoule be c onfus ed , ... i t h anct:ier - fror: which distinc-

t ion ver:• c onsider < l' l e ::' dve.1 t.c.c;ef" r esult. 

7ir s t , by such en Lrr< nr:er-e nt t !1e < rts r re ~int:: i ne d 

er e: ter r r ocre"s . =-'"r ei;rer~·o.,i: iG ::- tter tive r.!1d occur ied 

~--it'1 !ii::- own :: rt - seei'1r t '1: t t !i.e ulti;"Lte :o-.~P.Y of \'h~t­

e-;-"! :r ~r t it ~.-:.~· ~ e i~ i '1r c ce"o:irle. :;'Qr t h: .t re~aon t !le 

· nc ient Ec;ypt i~ n: decreed t'h: t t·'le :rounc s ons s~ould suc­

c eed t ::eir f:. . t~err in t :1e ~r :...ct ice of t }1e s· :-e p r ofession 

:nd \Otild n o t c once"'d to t 2:.ei r crosrd'1g over i :ito n.not her . 

(~ ; ) The f'e cond a dv:,...t ce i~ t t-r t t~rou.:;'1 t his r r oili1"1i-

ti on 2' cert~ i:'l '1r. r ;· on1 t:;'onc t'1e reor l e i s . .:. i ·; tt.ined, for 

0 •1F- does nn t occupv t·1e tr: c~ e of < r o ther . As .: CO"l"" e'luence 

.; e low:;,, ; rd hn~ red ?re ~-"oirled , ~o::- t 11ey could e:..s ily ..., . 
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ing 'by l°'iS O'\':n c- rt t nd profes:-- ion . 

Th i r d , t;·hen t:~e 1'.eo; le i s divided into sr.1r!ller p~r ts , 

i t is nuc 1 n or e r et d i l y o1,ed ie '1 t to it~ supel' iors in receiv­

i!1C t~e ir c o~ <ne ~ F""d i ~ le~f: skillf111 i "1 t UP.:ult ti< r y con-
! 

srirE c i e~ . And f~~t ri ll be s~if in ~not~er fl~ce , fro~ 

t 1e; e t r .r f>e :: 6.,.. :: ?" t~· r.es it i s under~ tood ho> \A!-" ef l 1 is a 

c ert~ i n di::; tinc t ion in t .e p o;-\1 l a t i ons , <1 1 of \•·hich r e -

d o~n~ s to perfect inn , u~ ic n , Rnd ohed ience . 

c ~ n cer; i l£: t ne ~' Prr e•·; , one C<.. '1 ~~y t~t t '\''i th the ir 

rr.: ct ic e of tr;~:"; c <rd co ~:'.ll'!:e rc e it tun~s ou t v er y EU i t r b l e 

ti-..: t t 1'-e i r rr ofe~!" i on i ~ di " ti net fror .. 11 ot her s . I t is 

i~ ·~ or t~ ·-it ? nd o:' e r e .. t c r> ns e:.u en ce t·'1: t tl:ey ' r e se.l"" c... r c.. ted 

fr o: • t~r ~r t i!':: .n :-- ;ince t:- e:r r re ~r o·1n-it ~d b:,r t h e public 

'7' ··ey <.r e d · s ti nc t f r c:-· t'1e c itizens ~ ince t he:• :... r e p r ohi b i t -

!:'r on: cor:.r.erce . 7f· e r ce t:wr e de1 ive~ f r o-: it to t "tP public 

t'' t=- c;r f'f t r.. ; t eno lt1:"'cnt i n duties , , .. !1ic 1 i n sev e n v oy<.Ge s 

( ·,'~ ic'1 :rP J< de in l ef"!'i t'tl.r 1 f iv e yer r s ) aounts to<. sl..im 
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c~.!J itt l 1'r i·-:c~ i r i nt er e< t durinc t "' e c our~ e of t !:e <..r ove 

FPnt ioned rer i od , f nr if tt- 0 : · ·;·ot• ld co::r t;rt r!. t:·.out li: .i t 

t .. r- ,_·r on'1.· r"'"'· f'e~ . ......... ·o ......... in t o ... t 1 l e \"e i· 1 11o t t 11e l e t C" 'n "" ~ · •' • · ~ '-· t ~. s 0 <. . l 

· ou l d < ccrue to t !'i e J'U"r l ic . : u~ r: -Jr~:: i: r- «= (.)~ e one 1;·: 11 sc.y 

t "-'11 t t i-C' f · r r fr..,, ! nr or '\1\ : i ld; r.~ of c. p~ h ce , ei·e r. t h ou(;b. 

i t h • <. r-t< i' l c> ~o rr- oJ -:rt 1 t i : , ! i · nviC: e !" c- s lic:;ht e;<.. i n for 

t 'he r rince . l"o-. e ' ·.c: : , 1t~e :-:or£":· ri t~ v·i>.ich one tr< de~ a nd 

rive~ i n to thP ~u r.d s nf o t"t"r~ < ";C: r e:·.; ins fl fF in re~.dy for 

rl< cec on " t i, le ··c• lt!: . T o ··'~ 5 ci-- nre c-.n;r·crc t -...,_£ t with 

rer~rd t o f r ct £"rieF L~ d COff e~-~ 1 UFe r , t en ~' OUSLnd dUC~ts 

f ! ent i n t'~ r:.r rl1ilci i nc r o .. ld r. ot :• iel d f or t· e ir ; osse~ s or 

o:· r et ' on o~ t i-le f o1·r :t" e:::-ce:;t < nni·r l i !! t er Pf' t r e t e , ~ nd the 

! ri nc e r· o··l~ r c c e i ·e f o11r ·.ti:inr 1 G. cl.ti c ~ ts nf t '1e ;-o ne~, ex-

:'.°'"'nl~e' . l t j ~ t r "e t -.,: t t: ' e v ~: 1 t 11 i f' n ot r er.11~· los t . 

01,.erer , it ·ot1l c" 1 r- c .. t u1 r,..a c r otind into , ,.c•-. si~~ 11 

t cl • •rr ...:1 , -- , ,.. " ,r '· n,.., t ,.:: ._· ..... t,: '.' t ( ,,.. ..:. ) f rom ;:·: !': ~"""' (1 ._ .. ~ C-'\ . : .~ .. ",I...- i '" .. u ' -... 

of _, _ .... 
•A · ·~ • ..rec. r s it 

ld .. ' . . ..:I t t 1 - r "' r C' to he ,· n~: l on .-.er ~ c o1: no.. · p ~ o !.neu or:" · - . ;, • . _ _ • l r..r-

t · ft ~ ~ · n .. i· ~ tr·<'· e ~.~. ·~., i·s l ikP ·' '·l ·'· .. . • • - riv P.r v·1ic'1 t r. 01 :c;h &.bound-

In < dtl.i ti on t":e r,i ter-

i : l~ u.-:ed in 1 i ldi ..,f , ~re ·1< r:G. l ed f C' r t~e no::: t i:;i-rt by 
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reri:; onP l i vinc $ Ol e l :- 0:1 te1·x-~ f irI"'<' , \·.ho <.re not enc;:-.sed 

i n trrc e ?.nd nc ritir-e tr r.!'f ic , ~nd r. co - d ; r:-t o~ ther;e ~ cr­

f:on~ , l ike t :'.e wor ~,r·en , r.re out~ ide: s end :oreigncrs . ~~·i t h 

r et;• ::·fa:; t .en to in"t"e r. tf"e~ts i n 14.nds , i f t ::e l~r.d~ e.l' e Ull-

c11ltivr t ed , t her e i s t h e sr::e difficulty c.s in t :1e c r .. se of 

b~ ild ings ; but i f t~e lrnd~ rre fr~i t!rl 3nd cu ltivi ted , 

t lO F"e \-ho se l l t hen never do tlH.t r e c: use of a n intere s t 

i n tn c' e or t1e\otion t o tr:-f'f'i c lm t r a t!' P.r t u·oue;h urgent 

rPce~.si ti e!'" - ~esi de i:; , to ~. gr ec: t ex t er t Xedi t ern.ne; n 

reor l e ~TP n t intF ~ e!'" t~d :n CO~.:"'crce . h r.d i~ in t he C~Se 

o: t e hu ild i"1~ of cof: ee !'itoJ:s , pe:l: ce~ , c.nd t he cultiva ­

tion of l r ndf' , t ":e a7 r.sf"ed r:one.· is d iffrn; ed to t he bene­

f it of ~ o~e , even t~roue-~ t h e Mea ns of traffic. it is em-

ployed t o t he profit of a gre~ter nuMn er of peopl e with 

grea ter di s tribut i on. The u5e of any fi n i shed f a ctory 

buildine: rerove~ tor a e r e'-t tir!le the e c.. in for t h e a rti-

s~ ns a.r. d builder~ ; bt. t t .:e el!lolurnent s r:hich resul t for 

others i n t r< ::ic c :>ntinue t o s\>cll an ezte ,..1 t t m. t the ca.p i-

t~ l is fk. int~ i •1ed , b ringing s u;.rort :.. :.C. 6'- .: n f or e-v cry tyJie 

o: c..i· ti £":...n , ::.c en t , v-ri t er , not ~.ry , cou;1sellor , o ·.ner ( 24b) 

of l rr-vision sh.or - c.nd \"<h• t is r.:!O:' e i;ror t~. ·1t it r.-.;... into.ir.s 

ye:· Ph : r nd t•:e s:;: ill of m.vic .. t n1·s ~ .. ~d ~ .. .ari ner !.': . This is a 

.. Vc~r of ~ o :-n:c·· cliPtinct ion r r;d use in til"ie s of pe~ce and 

:c neces~c:..r!· i n ti~ e of v~.r , fron v·hich i t r"J:-.y be concluded 

. t 1 .,. ..... •tee .,.t• l t o t"" c rr1'nce t h ... 1. it i s to the 11r i7c:..te 1s no .~ . . . - . . &' 
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er s on , ~nd it is h vrtful ~nd dR~.gi~a t ~ no one . ~nd I 

""eliFve th~.t in t:1E> civil b adly t h e Hebr c·:· r e fle;:ib l e s t!u.~ t 

r r rt of t he foot v:~i. i~. trJ.r- I:les U} 'On t he e<o.r th. I t is 

lor.e r t h< n F.11 t he oth1;r me ::l1"el's ye t i s not a burden to 

:... ny of t h e r-· c:.r:C. it even s ti;>pe>rts t h e::. . And l s<-y t }1c. t be-

cc.t;s e , .. i t h t h e :!el"r e'7' s be i !lg forbidden ?..ny profess ion \'frle:..t-

s oe'\" c r r i th t i1e except i o:: of t"1e ;·1er c~nti1e , no h~rm is 

d one to a ny t~·~e of erson , neither to t he G.rtisc..r..s :ior to 

t t e fo r eigners , nor i s t here r::uch of a. burden i nv olved for 

tr· C:. e i n t"'1e J,evl n t (· · s l : ,;:.i:e sho\'."Tl i n C1=;s i den ... t i on III) . 

R~. t. :er t!:P- ir tr:- di:-ic r-> ~r -. rtn :: t;r e<.t nUf'"1"\ er of a r tis ts a nd 

r·I< ct ic f> ( t ~.: t o: crti:t t' d r r ofessor) i s for1) idden to the 

C o ~·dd.cr t i o n VII 

c~ed in~ j n~ t ceo:- .c t l·ic< l rrok"ortion in c r.. ··. : or: it~· wi t!: the 

r-·l t. !: of z1: !" t i cr- .. ·;C: '..:e c\i v i<ler ~.:"" one its c i t i zens i n a 

tht \ it~1 so1.e of t11e ~ ~er1er :> of t ?:e Cit:; c.t tr~.ct-

ir. t: t o th~::-~ c l,-l" ... t i!e (;r ·o;· t e r ~ z·.rt of t "1e ,,rofi t s , the 

ot .. e rs <:"'"lot r e:: i .1 e>:" :t:· t Pc : r.n 1 o;•r . :'··. i f.'. st<.te of 
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t ,,.ft irs is a. ro·1~ tro t:: t~:i :'c; no l e~:- t:.e:nri•.ed i i· t "le c ivil 

st:: ' e t 1·<. n it , .. ould r e r.r P: fr·p l ' s body . " '1er efo re ~ris -

t c t l e i - J'ook V of t ':P J'oli tic&.: " "'~- x i ne v ero l e ;::e , it<:. 

.._<:11e cricnr ll!; , neq :e rect"··io.rl·;". I!'! :..edi tion , t:--.e exor -

ce· ce of t:he ot!"lcr-; ,.ou 10 t>r e~ .t e:; t m.~: lt :; t.~ d br cLthe s <--

tjtio~ . 

c ~ :i led toce t ii"'r ft en , t~ .e:· c. u :-e t · e dis t l.rbL·:ce of t h e 

11 ':'··e rici: r ·~cl t· · e o..-· r ·.£et tocet~' Pr - '!' .. e l ord is t -.,e rw.ker 

t h1. t t !1e rich 

(i. e . t' e 1 eeti n;- o..r ric7- t--nd ro"r) t!~. r b~r : e<..ns of tr;. :?f ie 

!' r.n~ ble \"e~ lth 
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<--!~d cc ~h c nd if it , .. :.-- ~ :;:;oretirec tr ied wi t h r eG< i ·d to s t c:.b l e 

··e~ 1th , t he r esti.l t un unhcr!Y one . 

<-. out t .1e d ~ v i sion of ,~et lt°il live only in th~ i .ttl c:<s of 

.hr: stotle in t i·,e ~econc. 1> oo~: o:' t l1e T ol i tic. c: nd is ot her -

~ .. ire uried in ol-l iv ion . '.!'he *"'C!Uf l divis i on of t l"e Holy 

\ll t , bu t t '1-!iz nrt'1Pc r.11Fe it "'1G.: i1 ened ._t t he tine of their 

fi r s t entr < i ce int" t·,e lr nd ; ~.nd S' d o e11 l y ti!rouc!: t h e in-

E' ' ~\lt l ity of r· or. s v:it h ~c"· · i r o{;eny t h e division r:<e~ rend ered 

vc:i n . Tl1e 5r '· i nGf" ,·-er e for . i c:~·en t o :mult i l y t.nd aug1'1ent 

t h Pi r r i chPs , hut no li~it 2nd rreci; l terM i nu~ Wl. s p l t ced 

[6-11..::l~ ~) on it e: s t~e lr ;.- i n Deu t r r onony rec.d~ . -~ --

j i:: t'- t or." r ,..·· 1c r,.. t ot'·c r· i ' r- to~ t• e f "rt·· r.: te coU1'£e 

""e1· ·P.nt de f"i r e to ext c•1cl i ' fini t el:· t :.e ir f l"'rtunes , 

i-11r·· ; ~.ridit:r T1P.V"r h-= c 0· in- st. tnr ' t: Pd . I t i s i nci.e ed true 
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ln general nothing baa ner been oontemplate4, f'or tt wouH 

be an ua4ertaklng ln lteelf hlpo•eibl• ancl lmpraotioable. 

Aa tor tbe Be'bren, without an7one'e prOT14iag tor 1\• 

it bappeu that thoup acme ot '11• promper la ~tlo, 1\ 

la neTer poaelble tor th- to r•oh the -aok at ,..1'11, whidl 

•7 be utraor41DU7 ancl preJa41o1al to •OM• Bat to \he 

lntla.z ot their tortuaate progreea there au44••17 aucceecla 

almost •bill taneoue]7 the reflex ot their 4eoline, an4 tM 

result le tbat the,r are not able to po••••• atable •ea1'1l 

which 1• tile tenaoioua boncl 11bloh (26b) arreata and 1Jl.pe4ee 

the tlckleneee ot hwan tortunea. Purthermore eTe17 B•bJ'­

takea a •it• unto hl .. elt an4 then reara a taa117. all of 

which entail• heaTY ~enaea ancl a •inute 41T1aion of per­

aonal ••1th. (Bee idea the accuetomed lack ot 1n4uat17 

among the aou ot the weal t~ atopa the atllllllua of nee4, 

and the7 are aleo aubject to the •exation of lwcur7, a u•l 

aatel11 te ot coDTenience.) Another contributory oauae for 

the Hebrew'• not .,....eeing great wealth ie the ordi•ry aacl 

extraor41n&J"7 taxes 1mpoee4 upon th• Batlon, from 11hioh •1•­

hapa it follows that in the ahorteet time, like a bolt of 

l!Ptalng, their wealth 41eappeara in auch a anner that 

their holdinga and wealth are al97e mobile aa4 circular, 

nner fixed ancl penmnent. And experience ahowa that tllrouah 

the oouree of a hundred 7eare there neTer departed fro• the 

c 1 ty any Hebreft who are opulent and ri oh. The7 left oa17 

af'ter the total loaa ot their fortune• and rloh••• aa4 '1l• 



CitJ' •• lUce the •• 11b1oh le accueto..4 to oaet back upoa 

ti. ahores ll&ht thtnca an4 to ho14 back th• eo114 an4 

it.~. The Cit,. Jae done llk-lee through ita ouato• or 
41••1••1nc fro• itaelt \he 4epreeee4 ancl 4efeate4 an4 ~ ... 

braoiag the ._ltb.7 aa4 opulen\. .t.D4 it haa been ebeene4 

that almoet nner haa a~ IMClioore ,,_1th of \be Hebrewa 

gone beJ'oll4 the aeoon4 generation of posterlt7. 

Cona14erat1on_ YIII. 

Doaln1one an4 klncdo•, ao like our own 'belq, are 

oonat1tute4 of three principal parta. The mind. and ••111 

which rule th•• are the prinoee and oounaelore of atate 1lbe 

ntoh public affairs cloael7. The orpne anll •ll>era 111a1oll 

ezercie• the impulees an4 monmente 11hich are or4ere4 b7 the 

ruling part• are the ro,.al min1etere, the eubor4i•t• -­

ietratea and the aolcllery 11110 execute the comancls .r Ulelr 

euperiore in oonformit7 with the graclationa of their ofticea 

and functions. Then there 1• the bloocl and th• other lwllora 

(though ia oontorm.ity with popular opinion th••• are taaa­

iate) which, running through the entire bodJ', feed it an4 

aurture lt. Thie part of our bod,J' ree•bles la the polit­

ical Btate the merobante, arti-•, an4 a1l7 other peraou 

other than those coaneote4 with the political 1a.erm1at 

and public tuaotione 111lo liT• la thtf:ity - tho•• 11ho, wit.la 

the benefit or aoney which baa it• aouroe la their uatflo 



an4 lll4ut17 •lntala ( 2'1b) and nuture th• realm ....... 

era11eat. •• lea• la ti .. of peaoe than la ti .. et war. 

la \he Hebrew 1aapap the wer4 fe•tp wu both b1M4 

and moaq. Ia eT•Z7 plaoe 1• the wor14 the Bebr ... are 

••17 a portion of that bleed or .. aq 11111ola feecla the pel-

1 ti•l boq. Thq do aot llaTe tile a11thorl'7 to oo .. u 

•..-Wt .. aor the l••t illpal1e ot aubor4i•te4 p.._. ae 

•r1&na and •l•l•t•r•• Th97 do aot baTe a11;1 ooaaeotloa wit.la 

the pa'bllo. but 01117 aa a ablple people 4o t~ mrol•• a 

ueetulane for th• pri•• at all tillea aad at "R7 epper­

tunl t7. And when there are ta the o1'7 a oonai4erabl• .,.._ 

ber et th .. oae oaanot def in• the a4Tantage 11hloh tU7 aipt 

briac ta extraor41•1'7 faahlon to the prince. 7or the 

people are like a great quantlt7 et anellapea marble wllioh 

can eene a• atat•l'7 to eatl1f7 the -.a7 aeeda tllat mi, 

ooour to the prtaoe la oontenat t7 w1 th &117 d-• tllat 97 

nentuate. And la great quantit7 he baa th•• ll.r hla ... 

•ltl ... 

Beeicle•• there la the dlsnit7 111liob oOMa te the pri•e 

when he ba• a cr•t nmber ot aubjeota. aa th• sage aqa 1• 

Prrer'ba, ompter 14.281 •Ia the maltitu4e •f people 1• 

the king' e glory 1 But ia the •nt of people la the ruta of 

the prinoe.• Thu• one read• aooordinc to the Hebrew, ancl the 

aoet l•rned Ba'bbi Lni thua explalaa the Tera• •ltll th• 

reaeoa that it 1• through the maltipliclt7 ot the p .. ple 

that gran4eur and ropl .. Jeat7 foll••• aa4 wttb the laok 

of people (28J there 1• th• fear of penU1'7 and acarolt7. 



The ooaoouree •f people 4o•• not bring with it a117 laok _. 

defeet of feo4. The Talpr bell••• \hat the aamerouan••• 

of the people oaaea acaroit7 aa4 pea11r7. Bat rather wltla 

tbe aac-nti11C of tract• tilr•U&h the oonoourae ot Ute people, 

pi•• laor••• aD4 oeata 1• preport.i•, and t.ba•• UMa at­

U&ot ethera to the traaapwtat.1011 of •lct.uala, aa4 teo4a, 

an4 other a14a to h119UJ aeecla. 

Bat beoauee errora and fallaci•• are ordiariq tlae 

eatellltee of general treatMnta, and the truth la ala7a 

th• oomianioa an4 to11 .. er ot a111ute 4etaile ant 4ifterea­

cea, therefore tt ..... fitting to .. to 4eeo ... te aa 1•· 
-.. 

diTi4ual treatment and to approach aOlle oaloulatlon •• tl9at 

with some probabilit7 one can eetiaat• hew 11Uoh uaefula••• 

\he public ordlnaril7 an4 a11nuall7 receiTea tr .. the Sat.1 .. 

Which hae taken refuge 111 the C 1 t.7 { 1ll thout 1nclu41q 11lat 

rem.tu 111 the rest of the State). I belieTe t.hat the Beb­

rn aambe1' about au thouaan41 and one can Jude• Uaat lib 

the oo..oa l)eople, the dut7 whiob i e raieecl fro• their too4, 

euch ae br•d, wine, oil, aeat, olothiq, and other alailar 

thinga pertalniq to their &tfaire, ... ante to the •• fJlf 

tort.7-elght t.houaand 4ucata (computing eipt clucata a J'HI' 

per hea4). There is •• point ln e~iq that the abn• 

computatio•. la ueeleea on the baele that if tla• Bebreft 

would not baTe 11Tec1 la the Clt.7 juet •• great a ....,er tit 

Chriatlan iahabitants would arri•• there with sreater })re• 

fit to the 1>riace than the Bebre .. {28b) are. An4 .. 
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lt llappene4 ln the 7ear after tile plague that la the •llert· 

••t tiae th• Clt7 was f111e4 agata an4 retaraecl to it• prl•­

tln• •tat•• lt 1• aot wort!nlllll• t• r91>•t •aoh an tutanoes 

fer the 11ebl'- are forb144n the )lr&Otlo• ot all akllla alll 

torblclclen to po••••• •table goou an4 prnente4 fro• •alas 

th• fenm. ancl ~ 11•• "7 ••e of \bat atraerdlm17 la-
{ i.. 

41•tl7 aenttonecl abOTe, an4 tb97 clo aot 000U1P7 a117ene •l••'• -
plaoe. An4 nen it t.h97 allealcl l•••• there wcnalcl aot ar-

r i•• la the oit7 la their plaoe aa;r other• who woalcl np­

pert the .. el••• with INob an tnattnot tor life an4 •ltll the 

abn-ntleae4 probibttiona. llatter. aooor41ng to tile ep­

inlon of ~a1e1ata, eeek• to OCOUJ7 a T&01ltlll aacl clo awa:r 

with tt, but 01117 11here there baa been before a •tter ••· 

generic to lt. ..tter 4oea not aepire to that -n.ca• that 

•e aner before oooupiecl b7 a rnl being •• it oatalcle tile 

conntt7 ot the H••en one atght a4a1t the nlatence ~a 

apao• cleprt•ecl of an7 boct;r. 

One oagbt etill to aote that be11clea the nUllber ~ abOY•• 

•nttftecl B•br- 1'1lo are not able to practice ·~ •ohaat­

cal or worker'• a1c111 ancl barc117 ba•• ·~ lnoo .. to J&7 fer 

their foocl, there r-1• 111 the C1t7 because ot th••• a P'•t 

quantit7 ot people Who aupport th•ael••• from the profit 

1'hich the1 get trom selling the othera whate•er th97 neecl 

tor their foocl - Juat ae clo the art1aane 111ho work aot oalJ" 

to aupp17 their own neecla but to •et th• need• of the o-­

merce tn •rea .. nutaoturecl b7 theae utisane and cliapoeecl 
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ot b7 the llebr.... 1• n.rioaa ( 29) ,art• flt the •r14. AB4 

becaaae I 4o not ba•e a eertaia knowledge ot the n•'ber ot 

these Hebrew pereoae. I aball euppoae that thq mmber tear 

thounn4. And nen if all theee Hebrewa were aot there. 

it oea14 be t!at •-part of th• alpt r-Sa. Bowner. 

with the laok ot an7 lnoo•, t.he7 woald be reclaoe4 te nail 

a etrtct .. •• ot ll•lng tb&t the public woUl.4 aot e.en re­

cetTe fr• thn the or41na17 e.oluaenta, 11bieh, 1• oeatora­

it7 •1th the abo•e .. nt1oae4 oomputati••• at a rate et eipt 

4uoate P•••oa, would amoant to thirty-two tlutuaa4 4uo­

ate. The 4ut1•• which direotq and etteoti•eq are 1&14 'b7 

the Hebrew aa entrance an4 nit \axe• I Julp te be aboat 

anent7 theuean4 a 7ear. And it the Bebr••• were aot there 

1• the c1v. tbeee tax•• wou14 be loat1 for thq \rad.• with 

their own capital or with that of Te17 cloee relati••• of 

the .... Katioa, who prefer to een4 their walth aa& lnaal• 

neaa to their kin in Venice rather than to an7 other plaoe. 

But beei4ee there i• to be note4 the 4ut1ee which ob1'6-

liquel7, becaaee ot t.he traftie of tbe Bebr ... , fall late the 

hands ot th• public. The Hebrew take• acme woolea cloth 

out of the City and 1*7• hie 4ut)', but ia a441t1•• tbat 

rap14 eale le the reaeon tor bringing in eo .. wool an4 oil 

which le coneuae4 in the pro4ucttoa ot the •ntteaecl oloUa. 

Then there i• the woad (a plaat which turniehff a blue 

color), indigo, cochineal (tor ecarlet an4 c&r111a ~·>• 
~ 

and Jrer•• ( crl•on qe fro• ~ermee lneeot) whioh are aae4 
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tor ~•lac. Thu. too, i• ~lag out ••» (hom the Cit7) 

(29b) aot onl.J' ought one to note tile •111.Pl• ait 4ut7, but 

alao the entrance tu OD the oil and other inp'eclienta 111l1da 

are aeede4 in ita compoa1t1ea. Thua there are •ilk olotll8a 

and all the other merchandiee whioh are taken f'r• U. Cit7. 

And thue trna the 4at7 which ie aetm117 11&14 apea entn.DD• 

one can Judge that JJ&id upon exit, wllioh. beoauae ot th• 

introduction of auoh merohandiae. reaches the J»ublio. All4 

I Judge that it •Y be about two third• of the tor•r. i.e. 

another fart7-anen thoaaan4 4aoata. Beaid•• thi• Ulere 

are atill the tazee OD the 1»r0Tlaiona et the oommerolal. 

houaee or atreet Tendora' ooantera an4 thtaca de1>91ldl .. 

oa theae and other or41aary expen••• to the aua of about 

eipt thouean4 dacata a year, 11h1oh tu like the other ez­

traordia&r7 enee are aet on an estimate of wealth with oare 

taken not to burden the poor. Therefore •1th r••»•ct to 

the aboTementieae4 inhabitant• a great number of famili•• 

do not contribute to aucb payments. So muob 1• thi• ao that 

ao• of the• haTe been found to pay tour hand.red duoata a 

year in ordinary tax••• and With th• a44it1on of the aua­

or41mzT tax, UJ» to aix hundred 4uoata. Th• oblipti• 

tor loclaing-J»laoea tor prino•• and aabaeeadora beiag borae 

bT the public 1• likewlee a m naiderable thing, tor wheneTer 

the publio paid tor 1oae tunotlon. one found that •oney 

•• being 4laburee4 at the rate of eight hun4re4 duoata a 

month. And thi• 1• one of the aoet weariacme ancl tireeo• 



bar4ene that are lmpoeecl upon the H•bl'- beoauee ot the 

dttfioultlea in executing it with the frequent ohaqinc 

( ~) ot pt.laoea and lodcins-plaoea. An4 one oou14 atlll 

a44uoe certain ld,putiae, like the oonaumi»tion of aalt b.J 

the Hebrewa wblch I bel1ne 1• to11r ti.ea tbo a•unt ... 

b7 the Chrlatlane. Tbie 1• eo beoauee of the rite 111l1ell 

the Hebre• obeene 1n aalt1ng meat to extract fr• tt tile 

blood which le torbi44on to th-. But It 1• aot aoo••HZ7 

to giT• an aeoount ot th1e. 

The a1111 ot the abOY-nt1••4 annual rnemae la '" 

bua4re4 and f lTe thouean4 4ucata. I .. eager to attinl tile 

aboTementioned oompuration eo that it will aot be liable to 

oenauro or caetiptioa. Political •ttera are full ot al­

teratt ... and cont1ngeno1ea, an4 in tbia Diaoouree I .. ._ 

plaaaecl to follow ae a new academician the probable _... 

llk•17 and not ae a ktbe.atiolan, the abaolutel7 4-­

atrable and uianawerable. 

To the aboTe ta%•• 1• a44e4 tbe eztraordlna17 tax »&•••4 

in tbe year 163e whicb brought la elnen tbouaand 4ucata. 

It it appeared 11ecl1oore, 1inoe it w.a a uniTeraal taz, how­

eTer when it w.e an>l1e4 in partioular, It turaecl 08' to 

be the moet burcleneome to tbe Hebreft in oompar1eoa with 

ite effect on the other inhabitant• of the Cit7. There 1• 

etill the tax on a fourth of the rent1, whioh had a ••war­
tul etteot on the J'••• tor with houeee being eet1-te4 

aocor411'1 to the .. rrowneee of tbelr bu114inp, contin .. 
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in the mrrow enolo•are of Qe Ghetto - Without • .., uagger­

atioa one oan J114ge 8Uch an eattmate to ba•e been Ulree tillta 

llhat tt woa14 baTe been tt the abne -nt1one4 bo••• wou14 

ha•• 1Hten a1t•te4 e11ta14o \ho CJhotto an4 1ldlab1te4 "7 Cbria­

tian•• And tllie taz broapt ta ( S>b) •is tho..-4 4uoata. 

And wllen one &4de th••• two tazea to tho ator-ntioae4 -· 

tho total ia two hand.red plua the tnnt7-two the .... '111 (to-

gether a cone14erable amount of 110nq), whioh ••1•• o­

frOll the pro.inc•• (t.o. the 4110117) lnat 4o aot r•oll aadl 

a 11111t of rnenae. Beei4ee, aleo ta tho ti• of tlla tloot 

the Hebrew ooJll)ote with the other arttean• in nppJ.71 .. te 

the people their neeu, tr• which in tho paat th97 .... 

paid one thoueand an4 ti•• hundred 4acat•• Bat la &Mt tl• 

1t 1• notable that tho qaantit7 of artiaau ancl teaohere 

who atay in the Cit7 because ot the Bebrewa (a• I lla•o ~ 

ti••• ea14) ta the ttae ot the fleet eo11;Peto with their por­

eona or with mon97 in hiring men who will eene in the fleet 

in oontormit7 with the 4ecreee of the prince - e.on thia 1• 

a profit resulting trom the Hebrewa. Beyond thi• one oaa 

oona14er the money of the abe>Te mentionecl Hebr ... whioh ta 

considerable &J10unt circulates in tho public bank ezpoao4 

to the eenioo of tho _..,. ancl to trade la particular. But 

bee14ee when it wae ordered to deposit one'• aone,., wi\h t1a8 

uaual interest, the Hebron as the othere nro taxed. But 

tbie taot merit• eo .. reflnion. J'or .uoh wealth an4 rich•• 

of friend• and relatiTee of the •ation who were 1111bJoct• 
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of fereip prinon. w.re hamte4 oTer to the ll•br- (aa I 

ha•• aaid on oc•aion) to be 4epoeite4. ( 31) A oonaiclera'ble 

amount of monq oam in troa thi• praotioe aa troa the or­

clinary intereat on the monq o1' other• wbioh -- into the 

Hebrewa• ban4e. Thi• arrang-nt ••al4 brine creater prof'it 

than it one oarried on eiailar buaineaa with ot.laer torelp­

ere. The latter would take their annual intereat to their 

own oountriea and 4epri•e the City of it, but thi• woulc1 

not happen in tbe caae of the Bebrewa, for aince they ha•• 
no oount17 of their owa they take refuge ••117 11herner 

their capital i• placed an4 ihey 4o not remo•• the iatereat. 

~ut that which abOTe all elee ie 4eeerTing of notice 

and obeerT&tion ia that in order to .. 1ntain tbe entraaoe 

toll the prince doee not need to bother bimaelf •1th the 

accuatome4 cares nor employ any expense or disbureement. 

The eaoloeure of the Ghetto has no need of a garriaon te 

take care of it nor a citadel to defend lt or restrain it. 

lor doee it need a fleet to coast alongside to pre•ent au4-

4en attacks by corsaira. Nor is there •IV' Jealousy of 

prince• which might eurpriee it. There is no tear of i•• 

ternal sedition to cauae agitation. There ie no danger of 

a eea inundation or of an impetuoua ri•er which •icht aul>­

merge it. It needs no continual restoration and conTenience 

ot walls nor any prOTision of military instrwaents. Oae 

doea ~ot ha•e to bother (~lb) about the falling of foo4. 

Wor 1• there an~ need of a regiment to goTern it or a quee*­

-tor or chamberlain to exact the entrance tolle. The Hebrew 
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Nation 1• by itaelt eubmiea1Te, eubjeot, an4 pliant to the 

•ill ot ita prlnoe. Place4, one 11&7 ea7, in the oenter ~ 

the City, it ie diligent a nd incluetrioua on ita own part 

in obaening aft4 responding rigoroual7 to the rlpta aD4 

pa1J19nt• 4ue the publi• and wou14 like to be aa akilltal 

in the han411ag of arm with the Qilliag ot it• on blood 

ae it ie ••itt 111 the apending ot monq in the eenloe ot 

the Voat Serene Repablio that it would ehow itaelf rea47 

in the tonaer aotion aa well aa in the latter. 

And here there OOll8e to •ind ao•ethtna, al thoup of 

little •oment ancl al•oat unwortb;y ot reflectlea. But .S nae 

tro• it one can conjecture the good talent the Batton has 

tor public aenice, I 4o not w!ah to paaa o•er tellins it. 

lt waa a calallltoua 7ear tor the whole atate becauee of the 

era•• scourge ot the plague, wherefore the eubJecte i.4 the 

occasion to teat the publio cl ... no7, and the PriDOe, \he 
;, 

opportunity to •ke a ahow ot hie eincular llWli(enoe an4 

•79P&~· With indefatigable T1gilance an4 T•'t7 great ex­

pense of 11ctne7 be relieTed and helped. the urgent needa et 

hie people. The Hebrewa not only ma.cl• a generous reeolu-

t ion not to importune their prince already oocupie4 in 91m­

pathetic otticee ( 32 toward the Christian eubJect.e (wllo 

without doubt would ha•• ahare4 the effects of the publio 

kiftdneas with the '1ewa), but they aleo -nage4 to preeene 

with expena1Te precautions perhapa the tllthieet and. 110at 

oont&ll1natecl part of the Cit7. Koreo•er they atill otfere4 



eome hunclrede ot 4uoata to the Moat Illuetr1oua Kag1etrate 

ot Sanitation tor the support of poor Christiane. And 'b;r 

the Moat bcellent Senate it was still ordered tbat the7 

ahould ... lee a diebureeaent of ten theuean4 duoata tor thl 

help of the poor which would be repaid th• Hebren fro• 

future tolle Whioh the Hebren th-s•lTes would baT• to i-'r•­

although at tbat tille the)' continued to make the uual. '1Jf&7• 

•nta to the banlcere in contoralt7 •1th their acr•-nte 

an4 conYentione. Tbat the Hebren acted thu, eateealnc 

the opportunity to diTUlge their good teeliaga in aucll 

wearisome t111ee, abowa their hmlilit7 and exoell•at di•­

poeition in carrying out the public oo ... nda. 

Consideration IX. 

Concerninc Qe e1tabli1hMnt ot tl!ree ba•Jre 
tor J!OYerty, done by the Hebreg. 

Ot no part or -ber of their Cit7 do the Prinoee take 

more accurate care and aho• more exact toreaipt than ot 

both the poor and wretched people (S2b), who oontinal~ 

deaaod an.cl are neYer contented with their etate. 1Jealt.1a 

ie thlid and teartul1 poyert7 is in a hur17, resolute,aacl 

raeh. Whence Lucan in Book Z ot the Pharsalia ••7• in ref­

erence to thiea •wamque aeeerit urbea 

Sola ta••• emitur metue cum eegne potentea 

Vulgue alunt, neeoit plebes ieiuna tlaere•. 

That ie, the princes repa7 abun4antl7 the reYerence 

and obedience of the people, but a hungry people le indeed 

indocile with regard to humility and doee not know what 



the tear tor rulere ahould be. Wherefore Auguet, 4.iatia• 

guiehe4 ruler ot the people, and conqueror of peoplea, aa 

Taoitua aotear •abi mllitea donia, populaa annona cuactoa 

dulcedine oty pellezit,• an4 Solomon in J>roTerba ezpe111Mla 

the coa41 tion and m ture of weal th and p0Tert7 1dlea he ..._ , 

in chapter l0.15r •the rich •n'• wealth ia hie atronc oit..'1 

the rula ot the poor 1• their p0Tert7.• Thua he harlloniaea 

with the Hebrew text and attribute• to wealth o~ the.4•• 

fenae and protection of thoee 1ibo poeaeaa it. A• ia olap. 

ter 18.11, he adde that wealth la like a Te~ .. u fortifl .. 

wall• and p0Tert7 le like the fear oauaed b7 an offender 

and inYader of the righta of othera, tor the poor man llaa 

ao fear of danger or of loeing anything. Yor tbat reaaoa, 

the latter bae nee4 of greater aatiafaction or a •ore rlsor­

oue bridle. But the Kost Serene Republic waa aot on17 P•• 

emded to aid and (33) help !ta poor fro• hu-.n and atate 

interest but •a mne4 by the internal atbnlli ot it• o• 
charit7. bong the other excellent pro~i•lone ot Jcindaeaa 

and exemplary a~t)Q' ahown toward the neeq there waa alao 

instituted and lmpoae4 upon the Hebre1'8 that with the open­

ing of three banks they would baTe to help the nee47 an4 tile 

urgenoiea of the pnerty-evleka with an tatereat rate 

of oal7 tlTe per oent a year. Thie rate 1• alaoet 111-

perceptible, for the ezpenaea of leases on bu11411188, 

factors, agents, and other needs are far llOl'e \haa tile 

total of such small 1ntereat. The e\m of the aboTe 



-ntlone4 loan 1• Without lia.lt al though the W.akere are. 

not obllgecl to lend aore than three ducats tor a elagle 

pledge. Tille arrange•nt l• peculiar to the City of Ventoe, 

tor ln other plao•• in Ital7 loane are •de f'roa the Hebre" 

with the rate going to eipteen peroent. An4 I 'belln• tllat 

the r•aomble lmpuleee which h&Te incKced the Koet boellent 

Semte to impose noh a burden U»On the Hebrew 1a particular 

were theees 

J'iret, that when the Koat Prudent Semte peroe1Ye4 the 

certain dieeeneton and repugaance that ooaee with a diaparit7 

and difference in religion and the diaa4Y&ntage that the ••~ 

~rewe aigb.t haYe because of their being a weaker Jart ot a 

Tery •inute people, it (the Senate) dec14e4 t.bat 'b7 •au ot 

•uppl7inc to thea •01197 in their needs there •icht be c••­

eza te4 a certain friendship or at least tolerance toward the 

Hebrew. And ae experience ehon (3~), the co-on people 

here are more pleased and tractable toward the Hebrew Batton 

than in any other place in the world. 

Secondly, the Hebrew la hi .. elt the weakest an4 leaat 

respected eubject that the Prince haa1 and wheneTer lie (the 

Hebrew) should tail in hi• duty toward the poor, th• latter 

can, tor the elilhteat crime or failure in 4ut7 an4 without 

any regard, demand tadamit7 f'rom the Jlactatrate• ancl brine 

lt about that the Hebrew should recei•e for hie orime the 

merited punishment. 

Thirdl7, elnce the wor4 •usury• le eo greatly abhorre4 



and cleteatecl b;J the J>1lbl1o law ot Venloe, the C11~ there­

fore baa not conaente4 that nen the 811&11 lntere1tt of tin 

peroent abould be esaote4 b7 Chrletlaaa. 

l'ourthl7, al though tbe ll08t telioitioue recll• or ill• 

Republic la ao •ell atabilise4 that lt oagbt not ciona14er 

&117 change, nnertheleea aa a wa7 of good soTerllllMltnt an4 
0 

in order to otter a certain precept ancl ezample ta• Jth•r•, 

it baa nner wanted to permit that the function ot'tielJ>lQS 

the poor with money ehould be J>erfol"ll9Cl exoeJ>t b7 a Wation 

quite weak and eUbJect and abeolutel7 remoTecl fro•1 ~ ae._ 

clitious and ambitious thought wbatsoeTer. 

And thle eame care ScriJ>ture alleged in the caae ot 

the famine which occurred in ~t in the ti• of ,1aoob 

the patriarch, ae one reade in Geneaia, ChaJ>ter 41. Whea 

Pharaoh. Ule t1n4(34) of Bsnt learne4 through clreua t!aat 

an extreme penury of food would come into hie country, he 

promoted J'oeeph, 1lho at the tiae •e an imprisoned el&Te 

and a foreigner, to take charge of the cliatributio:n of toocl 

to help the people in such a graTe calamit7. Jn • •"-clitioa 

to J'oaeph' • ability and prudence ae reasons for hi11 apJ>oint­

ment, there comes to mind a secret of etate, and i ·t ia tbia1 

One should. not let the people be handled in eucb a ti- ot 

neoeaait7 and 1nd1sence by a man alreadT known and t .. iliar 

to them on the auapicion that he might entice them in euoh 

a time of urgeno7 and 11&ke himelt their aeter an11l lor41 



but If the taek la 4one "7 a young man, for .. rly a alaTe, 

tmprieone«, foreign, and 41fterent 1D religion, clleprlTed 

of any adherente, he oan keep himaelt tree in aucih a •7 

ot all eueplclon and Jealoue7 "7 the State. 

Cone14erat1o~ x. 
that the proteption »ractlct4 towar4 tllll 
l•WI 11 an honorable action. 

It 1• a oonoept ot the aagee that the •1•40•1 and creat­

nee• at Goel reTeale iteelt no leee in the •inute fOl"llatt .. 

of a little ineect tban la the articulation and 01rganisa­

tion of a large ele})bant. (The 11agiciana in Kgn1t were able 

to form trop, but thQ' were neTer able to pro4ua1e pate.) 

So the Tirtue ot a eoTere1gn prince in the admin1.atrat1on 

ot juatice ehinea tortb aa much (Mb) when exerc1.ee4 to.rt 

the hUllb le people aa toward the famoua and conepi.cuoua aob­

il 1 ty. And the aame Ood frequently takes pleaeui"e in beinc 

·"~ calle~Sacrecl Scripture• -k the :rather of Orphan11 and ~ 

Judge of Yidowe ae well aa being entitled the op1•reeeor of 

proud •onarcha and the 4om1nator of tyrante. Andl Jlalach1, 

the prophet, according to the Hebrew text (~.20) eaida 

-But unto you flhe fear M.y name ehall the aun of J'ighteou-
1.V 

neaa aride with healing in ite •1nge.• Clemency ia like --the sun, the raye of which warm the region ot tbe1 lower air 

near the earth more than the upper and nearer aiJ•. Thua 

\he oleMncy of God ie exerc teed in helping the dlepreeeed 

and low as well ae those 11bo are rai eed up and lc•fty. Where• 
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fore leaiall {G6.2) eaid in the name of Goda 9But oa th1e 

-.n •111 I look, nen on laia tbat ta poor and of a oontrit• 

spirit.• And the Pealaiet, dieooarans wit!a God., 8&7• w 

Bm (1'1.10) a •Aa for ae, I U.11 behold TJa7 faoe in ript­

eoueneae•, ti.t le the cmnipotenoo, wladom, and aut.horit7 

of God are related to the infinite and tbe 1-na1Q' of 

which the7 are attrlbatoa, but the ol-no7 and the ..rq 

ba•e relatiou and lcinahip with our --.lmna and tragilit7 

and the fact notwithatandinc that thoap the7 are featuroa 

correapon41ng to our capacity 7et tb97 are ezpr•••i~ in 

»art ot the D1•1nit7. Thue to Moaee who aeke4 of Go4 

{1;1 33.18)a •Show ae, I pra7 Thee,~ glo17•, aothing •• 

ehom to hia other tban Hie cl811en07 and mero7, ae •• ••• 

in bodua. 33. 

But because JJl"incee are still the repreeentati••• of 

the Di•inity it ie proper that in actions of c1 .. eno1 tlleJ 

ehould concur, for the (3&) features ot that ..... original 

that ie within them all ought not be different. 1 reoall, 

in connection with thi• aul>ject, h&Ting heard fro• an a­

perience4 and wise politician, tbe minister of a areat prince, 

an affiration that 1iben he arri•ed in a oit7 wb.ere Bebl'en 

liTe, he wae able to find no clearer oonJecture in order 

to inYeetigate the true and inner eenti .. nte of the prlaoe 

and the eeeenttal and real con41t1one of the ao•eraaent 

than bJ the exaaining and careful obeerTing of the manner 

in which the Hebrew aubjeota were treated. Por if the 
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prince to hie own and •t1Te peOJ>l• ahon auch at'irab111Q' 

and exerc1ee of oarrect Justice, tbat oon41 t1on •~J' 4er1Te 

perlape rather fro• a wealcneee ot spirit and fe&rl' but it 

with toreignere he ie humane, a117one will know thl.t he 4oe• 

not aot thua through a eenile respect which the 11irinoe holAla 

to•rcl thoee who are T&saals. The oauae O'f the Juetioe, 

cle .. noy, pretection ancl defense tbat he praotioee t0llal'4 

the Hebrew can be on~ a heroic Tirtue of a aiDoe:re apir1t 

which is mturall,- cliepoeecl toward raieinc up thoai• who are 

oppreeeed ancl la helping the weak. 7or the Jlebrew11 are not 

only of a subdued and humble spirit and accuatOlled to bur­

clene and oppreee ione, but they are accuetcme4 not 1to breathe 

forth nen a 1mi guid lament as they are etill in tb• .... 

time clepriTecl entirely in any other region of the 1t0r14 ~ 

·~ particular prince who might be their protector ant 4•-

tender. 

Ancl bee idea the aboTe mentioned minister aclcledi that 

among the nin7 eTidencee of Venetian juetice,ancl ( ~16b) not 
• the final one practiced by its Tery good goTernment, wae 

1te complete equity and not exorbitant impoaitione which 

were practiced t oward the Bebrewe. l'rom which one can con­

clude that in no little wa.7 ie the protection that t.h• Yea­

etian prince exercieee OTer the Hebrew Nation honor,1.bl•J 

tor through there ie a profit for hi• in the entran1cse toll• 

mentioned aboTe which augment only hie trea•UJ'J• ('11e ta­

oreaee ot wealth though being a thing which can b&pJ~n to 

tl 
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pr1T&te per•oaa), '111e protectlo~ ia all the •ore honor­

able elnce it 'briage to him 11017, whioh te tbe priT&te pro­

perty ot prinoee an4 sr•t •onarohe. 

Consideration XI. 

f ;Ji;:i!r-£ii,!::iiifi:!8.!!\:t•£g'l-
socrat•• that great -.ster of ciTil life, Who calle4 

baolc (ae they ea,. to the company of men Philoeoph:r, mioh 

was wandering about in the heaTene, introcluoed it lato th• 

citlea. After a curious inTeetigation of hie own in whiah 

he penetrated into all the moat recondite receeaea and ab­

struse noolce of hie mind, be announced that he did not Jeno• 

whether he wae a single an1 .. 1 or a mut1plicity of diTerae 

onee joined and e1'J'f'elope4 within tbemeelTee, eo co~ueed 414 

he find within hinmelf Tirtuee, Ticee, exceesee, and mod­

erations - which were the names gi•en to the abo•e-19ntione4 

aninale in conformity with the Stoic doctrine. (36) And 

it Anaxagoras (who denied the generation of natural thine• 

and for that reason introduced a certain maae, oonfuee4 

and composed of all things, and con4ane4 the 14• that 

anything could be added or Joine4 to this 1aee, an opinion 

considered abeur4) - it Anaxagoras had propose4 euch a thouchi\ 

concerning the mind of men perbape he would haTe been re-

ce iTed with more applause by the learned. 7or, if one llhou14 

con.eider attent1Tely the impuleee of the llin4, a uniTeraal 
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mixture of lntinite things would i. ap})&rent. 

The oourage to riak one'• 11 e epringe often troa the 

fear which oomee f'rOJI TUlgar 11h1epere an4 murmurinp. But 

~uintue hblue Jlaximle, the Cunctator, acted in the oont1'ar'7 

•Y• Be w.e oow.r41y with regar4 to attacking Hannibal, 

but courageous in scorning the attacks of the people. The 

eager 4eeire to prolong one'e 11~e and to enJoy on•'• plea•• 

urea by the placing of weak but durable wiahea before ••· 

hnent and abort onee -k•• ue become temperate and aoder­

ate. Whence Socrates (after Plato) in the Phaedt diaooTtte4 

this great eecret of morality and eaid tbat moderate people 

•tntec:perantia quad•• temperantee aint,• and ~ •tlal­

ditate forte eint•1 and Solo110n in Kcc~eeiaatee (4.4) ea141 

•Again, I considered all labour and all ezcelliDC iD wort, 

that it ie a -n•e r1Talry with hie neighbor,• according to 

the Hebrew. That ie, the coanon Tlrtuea which hold aen in 

relation to their neighbors are desire, contention and 

•Bllation, with Tirtuee and •icee becoming confused in 

such a anner. 

(3&b) Pleasure, the prinoipal obJect and eo great at• 

traction for our aind, ie alwaye mingled with ite oppoeite, 

pain, ae Plato ehowe in the Phllebu1. Thirst and hunger 

are the greatest condiment• to our taete. Tragic pla7a 

disturb WI and produce in ue indignation against tyrante. 

HoweTer, we feel a certain mnarting froa th .. and an irri­

tation of pleasure whi ch greatly attract• and charma aa. 
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And. the Hebrewa pronounce pl••u:!:! •1 t.h the word ~ JjY J) 

which comee too from the Terb i\J.Y Wll1oh •an• q1nog 

eutftrigg, thua denoting the aixture aboTeaentioned. Iape­

tuou. agitation• ot ire were commended b7 Homer •• l:»etna 

full of J07 and aweetneaa. Tha11, in the tenor o~ 1••• 

J•loua7 ie born, and from t.here, hatred, Juat •• Tacitua 

••id ot Mount Lebanon• •airum dictu tantoa inter ardor•• 

OJ)&C\1111 fidumque n1Tibua.• Alexander, celebrated no lea• 

tor hie Tictoriea tlan for hie Tirtuea ot 111~ eo full flt 

pity tow.rd Dariue III and hie womenfolk, •• then ao in­

human toward Parmenion and Clitua, who 4e"l.i•ere4 into hi• 
L-

handa the rule of the world, and ao oruet tow.rel C&lli•the-

' nee, hie teacher. Julius Caeear, teroc1oua and inhuman in 

Pharsalia, but indulgent toward '.Brutus, hie murderer. Bero, 

monater of b~t7, eoaeti•a 1:rieTed that he know how to 

write death decrees for delinquents, but he did not abhor 

ueinc thie talent againet hi• aoither and ( 3'7) hie teacher 

Seneca. He •e the f'riend of Ti..rtue and leam1QC, but he 

bated it in othera. Por that retason Lucan, the wittiest 

poet e..-er, lost his life. In the time of' the cruel pro­

scription ordered b7 the TriumYjirate, When faith, charity, 

and gratitude took leaTe of the moet eminent and well-co1q>oa .. 

.,... minde of the Republic and wel:'e no longer found ia faUl­

ere, eone and brothers, they took refuge -one the abJec­

tione of ala••• and ebeceniti•• of proatitutea. AaoQC other• 

one of the latter suffered extrc'me torments beoauee ehe 



would not rn•l her moat honest friends. And Socratea at 

the peak of hie •ntal 4nelopment toun4 ignorance, and tor 

that reason he 1111&• con4emie4 b;y \he •ieeat oracle. 

Gent lit aeea when el ightly 1rr1 ta tet cha !IS•• into iDCloa-

1 table prowtneee, and thia, lan4le4 with dexterity, obaagea 

into •ild aftabilit7. The aepecta around our •ind are oo.­

poee4 ot a •oaaic which in appearance torma a alngle 14ea, 

but when one approaches the• it le eeen tbat the7 are held 

together b7 baae •-11 atonees aftcl on Tarying occaaiona 

eTery one of them takes on ite own distinct appearance. 

Wherefore the describing of the nature and condition of a 

single man le a Tery arduous and difficult thing, and •• 

much the more ao is \he desire to relate the• to a al11gle 

norm and idea. Whence 1 t i a that so nany tu thora ( 3'7b) 

baTe written about the nature ot doge, horaea, and talcou 

and with sreat exactness baTe separated their cuato• and 

oonditiona. But concerning .. n few haTe treated ot hia, 

and then only fleetingly. Better than all Theopbraatue, 

in hie Charactere, the disciple of Ariatotle, diacouraecl 

on him. He reaerTecl auch an undertaking tor the last years 

ot hie lite, when an octogenarian, and compiled a treatiae 

in historical fashion, an obeerTation on the cbaractera ot 

the hUJIBn mind. Kow we baTe only a fra«ment of the work, 

the remainder being cleatro7ed b7 the injury of ti ... 

And if it ia a 41tf icult thing to define the cuetoma ot 

a single man, what can one do if he wishes to determine those 

ot an entire Nation - and especiall7 of the Hebrewa, ecat• 
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tered in eTery part ot the worl4! It i• illlpoeaible to .._, 

a certain and definite thing about them. tor the Hebre .. 

are diaperee4 through the un1Teree. The7 are like a r1Ter 

which runs throQCh a long 1tretch of co11nt17J it• •tee 

rece1Te an impreeeion of the T&rious terrains tbrouata wtalc:la 

the7 paee. Thue the Hebrewa who liTe in other oountriea ac­

quire 41Ter11e cutom, an4 tor that reaeon '11• -.nnera of 

the Venetian Hebrew differ trOll thoae of Conetantinopl•• 

Duaecue. Cagliari (in Sardina). and all thoae of Ger.&111' 

and Poland are different. WeTertheleaa if aomeone et111 

wiehee to iaTesticate their cuetoma in a uniTereal manner. 

one could aay tbat they are a Watton with a discouraged alll 

(38) weary spirit, incapable in their present atate ot all 

political goTermnent. occupied with their own J)&l'ticular 

interests, little or not at all cognisant of their uniTer­

eal nature, their pareimorv approachiq anrice, great u­
mirera of ant iquit~. unobeerTant of the present course ot 

thinga, •ny of them rough in their cuetome, unappliecl to 

learning and the knowledge of languages. In the obserTiDC 

o! their lawe in eome things they exceed the limit and ap­

proach ecrupulou11nesa, to Which tailings th~ counter-poi•• 

other qualities worthy ot some obaerTation • a tirmneea and 

un1nag1nable tenacity in the belief and obeerTing of their 

religion, a unitorcity ot dogmas concerning their faith 

through the course or one thousand f iT• hundred and f 1tt7 

years. Tbese people, who are scattered through the world, 



are a constant lllU'Tel it not in meeting dangera at least 

in supporting calamitiea. They h&Te a singular kno•ledce 

of the Holy Scrupturee and their interpretation. The7 ex­

ercise humane charit7 and hospitality tonrd anyone of 

the i r •ation, eTen though he be an outaider and torelgner. 

The Persian Hebre•~condolee and sympathises with the tra­

T&il of the Italian Hebrew. Diatanoe of plaoe causea no 

dieunion among them, for they poeaeaa th• unif or11ity of 

religion. Concerning carnal Ticea they practice great ab­

etinencei they are prudent and exact about keeping their 

race unmixed and uncontaminated. They aToid in the proceaa 
' oa .._.seing wealth, howe-rer difficult (38b) an affair it 

I 

may be, any subjection or obsequiouaneee toward &f\Y prao-

tice Which iti at Tariance with their religion. Their errore 

and delinquencies almost always poseeee more of t.he oowar4-

ly and abject than of the atrocious and great. 

WbeneTer it happene (ae it often does among all)' •atiea) 

that some one •ember co .. ita a ori.111• and tranagreeaea agatnei 

the edicte of the prince, the reme~ and medication ia T•l7 

easy. The Ticee of the mind are eimllar to the lntirmiti•• 

ot the bo~, which are d1T14ed into two claeeea . lo .. of 

them, although they •Y be •oat gra•e and pernicioua, neT• 

erthelese the doctor alone with hie ordina17 purgee an4 

eTacuatlone ie eufficien~ tor oTerooming an4 conquering 

them. Put otbere of them are ot a more malignant qualit7, 



and when they are contagious and coJ11111Unicat1Te, it 1• nec­

essary that the Prince hiJneelf see that the aequeetration• 

and remoTals are employed and that the terror be accompan­

ied eTen b7 extreme punishltenta. Thus ia the case alao in 

criminal aotiona. Some ot the, though abominable, baTe a• 

th.eir object only the pleaeure ot 1nd1Tidual and print• 

gain. Besidee these actions are restricted to a few guilty 

persons, and these do not consent that - nor does it ful­

fill their own interests and gain• that - their outrageoua 

actions be coDDUnicated to others. Wherefore when they are 

discoTered, the ordinary magistrates, with the accustomed 

punishments and penalties of ~ile, priaon, galleys, muti~ 

' ationa (39) ot members, and death itself, are autticient 

to correct and to expugn euch crimes. And of such a qtal• 
' 

ity haTe been the enormities connitted in eyery time b.J 

some of the Nation, always spurred on by greed to robbery or 

similar abjections. l!ut one finds aome types ot execrable 

action which are contagious and extend and penetrate into 
. 

a whole Kation. Besides, it ie not poesible to reduce such 

crimi,.1 actions to a practical act except by means of a 

total conspiracy, like the felony or a people, a change ot 

religion, an inTasion ot a city, an uprieing againet eome 

order and ciTil state - which excesees are eo much the more 

frightful and terrible eince the punishments themeelTee, the 

penalties. are by the delinquents considered rewards and 

glorious recompenses tor their actione. And thue they would 



•ther meet death featiT•l1' than to flee it with horror 

is it often happens in the recOTery ot freedoa and r•lia• 

i OU8 change• 

ln the instance ot the worship ot the calf although 

1ot all had really committed that wlckedneaa (aa wae alao 

the case in the rnolt ot Korab against Moeea), atill God 

•iehed to punish the entire people. and that occurred be­

cause ot the intent, for to auch exceaaee all were inclin· 

ed and ready - which nner happened in other aina where 

God always dietinguiahea (3~b) the dellnquenci•• and er­

rors of each one ot the people. 

In those abo•e-mentioned cases the orcli11&17 re--41•• 

ad.minietere4 by subordinate 1Bgietratea are not autfioient, 

but it is rather necessary th~ the eupreme Prince lnter­

•ene with the eminence of hie own .. jeety and eupreme author­

ity and tb&t he bring about the extermination of the eT11 

with total elaugbte.r or at least with univeraal baniahment. 

The wicked actions of the Hebrewa were neTer of auch perni­

cioue nature, not only in the city ot Venice but tnen iD 

any other place through the course of about one thou.aad 

tive hundred and fifty years. 

It la true that in the memoirs of the ancient hiator­

lane one reads of a certain comnotion of the Hebrew Sation 

which occurred in the time of Trajan in Alexandria and a 

little later in C~ua, but thie wae at the tiJDe when the 

Hebrews participated in the government of the City and near 
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the ti.e ot the oaptiTit7 aooomplisbe4 b7 Titus, wherefore 
JJ-

th97 •till preeerTe4 eome ese4e ot their mtiT• te~ooit7. 

Nor oan one ooDTince oneself that the king ot Spain would 

dec14e in 0111' c1&7s upon that riproua an4 total ez;pulaioa 

ot the Gramdana, a people eo ~•ue and tull ot tarMra 

and other artisans, by re- eon ot eame act of larce117, aesaee­

lnation, or :particular delinqueno7 oo ... itted b7 fifteen or 

twent7 ot theae people, and that tor that reaeon he woul.4 

arri•• at a resolution eo hurtful to hie kingdoae and •• 

.. rTeled at bJ the world. But certainl7 the internal aotiTes 

ot eo BeTere a decree were soae (40) eeoret conspirao7 41•­

cOTered b)" him, which wae winding about among the entire 

atorementione4 Granadan nation, 11hioh perhaps ••sene4 

slaughter rather than baniebment. 

And one doe& not haTe a~ doubt that the conclemniQI 

ot all for the crime of one ie against the natural nora an4 

teaching ot the DiTine Law. There is nothing in thie world 

ot such excellent perfection that some eTil ie not often 

joined or added to it b7 wicked abuse. Iron, exoee4ingl7 

necessary for li•ing, is frequently the mean• of sla7inc• 

and cleetruction. Speech llhich gi•e• eo much nobilit7 to 

our epeciee Tery often is the cauee ot aiefortune and. ruin. 

But because ot that there hae neTer been a117 legielator eo 

ecrupuloue that he prohibited the exca.ation for, and the 

extraction of, iron from the mines and forbade to man the 

uee of epeech. With regard to the document• of the HolJ 



Scripture we find that when the crlmee ot the inhabitant• 

ot Pentapolis reached the highest point ot wicke4nese alMl 

enormity, it pleaeecl God that the innocence of fiTe .. n 

should be able to make up tor the ecourginga that ao great 

a number of people 4eeer.e4 - eo remote ie the poeeibilit7 

that a few 4elinquents of a nation ahoul4 be eutticient to 

proToke public indignation against the entire number. 

Consideration XII • 

. Tho opp111tion rained agaige\ tJLe Htbrew 
bx t:b••• tXJ)ea ot per1og1. an4 it1 reeolutioa. 

Th~ebrew Natloo i s molested and oppugned by three 

types of persoua b7 religioue aealote, by politiciana 

and statesmen, and by the coSlon and Tulgar people. The 

zealots claim that is la contemptuous of one'• own reli&lon 

to pel'Jlit in a state those who do not giTe assent to the 

religion commonly approTed. To those one can answer eaeil.7 

that on this point they ought to moderate the seal of their 

pioue mind when they aee and ~erTe that the supreme head 

of the Christian religion in the city of hie own resid1noe 

admitted the Hebrews who haTe been diacoTered there for more 

than eight hundred years. ln the aforementioned city they 

ha.Te a tirm space and stable domicile and are goTernecl and 

ruled with the· greates t justice and charity - for which 

reason no one ought in matters ot religion olai• to know 

more about it than the head of i t. 

The politicians say that it ie not proper in the .... 

u 
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city to tolerate a d1Teraity of religions ae auch because 

ot the offense and bad eZBmJ>le that can coae from one group 

to the other, ae because of the dieeeneiona, disunity, hat· 

reds that can arise amona the inhabitants ot thia oiv. 

With regard to the firet instance one can answer tbat 

(41) no ottenee and bad uaaple oan occur, beoauae the Heb­

rews and Chrietiane communicate with one another ao little 

and the Hebre .. are eo different in their rites and aleo in 

the diTereity of their languagee in which their books are 

COllJ>oeed. One Ila)' add the prohibition to both Christian 

and Jew alike against 11Ting together, and eepecialJ.7 the 

obaerT&nce of the Hebrews concerning the tasting of 111.D,J' 

food which are not permitted to th .. according to their 
, 

.1 "' 

ritee. Aleo they are fobidden by their lawe ae well aa b7 

' the edicts ot the prince1to engage in trading with th••• 
toode. And the transgreesore are moat eeTerel7 p1llliahe4. 

There ie also the fact that the impotency and subjection 

ot the Hebrews causes that when an,yone whateoner le toun4 

among t~ who le outside ot hie own religion, he le shunned 

and aToided and rarely is co11Terted to their belief. 

With regard to discord and dissension, one may aay 

that the Hebrews and Christiane, are not eo oontr&Z'7 to each 

other as black ie to white, which, both being included under 

the eame genus of color do not abide each other. But Ule7 

are di•eree after the •nner ot sweet and J:!!, tor thq are 

entire}7 di•erted and uncommunicat1Te one with t.he other 
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e&Te that under the aoet general type of cond.ition ~ ~ 

tolerate one another and be in one another'• preeeaoe aa 

parts of the •• object. In euch a manner are the Hebren 

separated and drawn a~ (4lb) from the Christiana. Barel7 

on •ttera of religion clo thq oo- into competition alMl 

contention with one another. So auoh the aore eo i• thi• 

true eince the Hebrew, beoauae of the oon41t1ons of the 

tiaee and the fact that hie principal religious inetltu­

tiona are foreign to a117 thought of propagatias and apreacl­

ing hie religion. Re le occupied solely in surmounting 

his own wants and neede, and he doee not aepire to better 

in an7 wiee hie own condi tiou on a general acale. And it 

he should •enture to spread his religion it is certain, 

since the matter would be referred to the magistrates, that 

he would receiTe the utaoet punishment. 

Another attack the politicians adduce against th• Bation. 

It la the practice ot usury, a crime not only dallned by Di._ 

vine lawe but prohibited un1Tersal}7 by the ciTil onee ae an 

exterminator of wealth and des tro7er of tamillee. Whence 

the poet aayaa •Hine ¥aura Tarax &Tidumque in tempore fenua.• 

To which one replies that the usury practiced by th• Heb-

rews i• rather tolerated by their lawa than expressl7 adJDit­

ted and permitted (ae will be later explainecl). And beeidea 

one can affirm with great probability that those who sup­

port themeel•ee with usury are aoet rare. The reaeon for 

that le that since the clomeetic expenses of the HebreW8 are 
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•ery great, it 1• not pereuaaible that they •n aaSataa 

the1111el•ee •itb a t7J19 ot emplo7119nt not oonoeclecl nor per­

mitted b7 the law ot the prinoe. Beaiclea that, lt le 11k•­

wiae not in the power (42) ot the Hebrew in any time te 

force the Christian to redeem hie propertys and once the 

Hebrew baa ueecl hie oapital he can no longer regain it at 

hia will but must await the •111 and con•enience ot thi• 

Christian with regard to the latter's redeeming hie pledge. 
)--

And it the pawnahopa, like thoa in Padua, Vicenaa, and 

" Verona, which ha•e hundreda of thoueanda of ducats employed 

in the ser.ice ot neecly person• would not be able at the 

end or a year to aell the pledges, in a abort time they would 

be exhausted of money, with their capital embroiled ancl en­

taqled.. Wherefore it ia not pereuasible that the Hebre•• 

who with reapect to the pawnshops are of mecliocre poaaeae­

iona and of tenuous wealth, would be able to laat tor a lons 

time a nd to li•e in such a dieadTantageous state. Thia 1a 

so much the more true aince haTing the right to be able to 

trade legitinately, they would rather not expose their wealth 

to euch eubjection, and one may belie•e that thie usury ie 

rather a way or support tor wards and •iclon. 

But besides, I meet fact to tact with the abo•e-mention­

ed men, experienced in the affaira ot the world, and exhibit 

to them that celebrated saying of Tacitue about the ban18h­

ment of the natheJllltician-aatrologere from the city ot Bo111, 

·~uod in ciTitate noetra, le Tetabitur aemper, 8c retene-
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bitur.• Thus they ought to judge concerning Wl\U"Jrt a eta 

continualq damned, but pract1ce4 in eTeq tille and plaoe. 

Concurring to bring it about are t•o Tery great eti-11 

which our frag111t7 poaee11ee111 the need of the bo2rrower 

(42b) who contr1butee the .. UJ'7, and the 1n•at1abJLe greed 

ot the lencler who receiT•• it. And nen il such n trane­

greeeioa were not co .. itte4 bJ' the Hebrews, perbaJ?• other• 

would not be lacking to do eo - otbera 1'ho, with 1pieater 

extortion of the poor and neec17, would practice such a baae 

profefle ion, and uaurere would be reduced to a ua:Ller nma-

ber. And regarding thie matter, in order to def&Jne the 

Nat ion one called 1 t the hold of ahtp ancl the •••~ar ot •Tel')' 

tilt~ bueinees. Wi th thie reproach and cal1m1n7 Jperbape 

one signified the need and urgency of a hold to t lbe ehip 

and the Tery great need of a eewer tor the eumptu10W1 i-1-

aoe. And thie I do not e&J' already ae a def e119e :tor eucb 

an action but only to show that such an enormity, like eome 

others, ie not an essential propert7 ot the Hebre·wa, •• 

many pres\ll!Je to as sert, but rather it is an accident conee­

quent to the etraitnees of 11Ting and the conditions ot 

the time. 

The Tulgar are easily incited and persuaded bJ' aqr 

calumny and an"'8l&nder feigned and deTised throu1:h a hatred 

of the Nation. If they were capable of some learning, th17 

could be admoniehed to read the ancient eagee and, hi•tor­

iane who treated of eTente occurring mnong the ti.rat Chriet-



tiau, like Taci tua (UIOng the gen ti lea) and Ter·tulliaa 

(among the Chriatiane) in the pologeticu • who o'beene4 

how false wer• the imputations attributed again.e·t ( 43) t.bat 

innocent people. And one coDld conJecture that 1now ti. 

same thing can happen to the Hebre1'8 on the part. of MD 

untriencl~ to the Sation. 

The ti;ret writer (Taoitue) tells that the c:ruel Jfero 

haTing eet Rome afire, being moTed by anl>itione to rebuild 

it in a better nanner, in order to rid hiJDBelf ot the hatred 

formed against him by the people, calUlllliated the innocent 

Christiane of that time and claimed that euch a :misdeed wae 

probably co1111Ditted by them. He sentenced them to be burned 

by being enTeloped in pitch and sulphur and placed them at 

night in the public etreeta of the destroyed city in order 

that they might serve the Ronan people as etreet.•lighta an4 

lamps. 

The second writer (Tertullian) eharply defe·nde hia 

people against the accusation of infanticide pla.ced againat 

Chrietiane with eo much mendacity. It w.a clai•led that 

they used the blood of innocent children to cele1brate their 

ceremonies • an imposture so inored ible and eo •~lien to . 
probebility. The eame accusation also against 1~he Hebrewa 

more than once stirred up tragic eTente • and ch1lefly in the 
'9 ..... &tK.e. 

ultramontane because of our rigorous abstinence fro• taat.-
" ing the blood of brute aninale - and how 111\lch tbe more ao 

that of htlllllns - and tor religious u•e• 



Belie.ing in public rumors a nd TUlga:r noi••• iD 

risking one'a own faith in a crowd of raah and inaccurate 

testimonies. Truth, by defending itself fro• ~he ineulta 

ot time and by acquiring bo~ and strength preT11.ils often 

oTer the appendices ot TUlgar f'- - in the m.n1ner of thoae 

ladies who in order to appear more majestic Jakie themelTes 

taller by the uee ot large, additional •teet• ( iraiaed ehoea). 

And aomt/othere, in order to season and nake eaT1ory their 

comereationa mingle liee with them as a spic7 •lrcma. 

Truth ie by itaelt harsh a nd unpleaeing; tillleity, ad­

mired and delightful; the former ie subject to ·the course 

ot eTente; the latter, tree and wandering. The former i• 

produced by the action ot the object which impr~aseed it 

upon our mindJ the latter, depends entirely upo111 human 

pleasure, and as tor our offspring we baTe 10Th1g teelina 

tor it. Eut what is thua said is composed of y ,olunt&z7 

lies, and they are known as such by the ones 11h10 produce 

them. Other lies are ot a more monstrous appeairanoe so 

that When the mind is occupied with a turbid i-1seion and 

dark ignorance and. these join with the will, th1ey produce 
G 

a filthy progeny. And they are by Platf in the Hippia1 

Minor damned with 111Uch greater rigor t~n the tirat type 

or eTil-doing. Both types torment and inf'ect t lbe moat 

noble racultiee ot our mind, and euch lies and 1mendacit7 

ought to be denied at leaet the applause ot pru14ent men, 

who, listening t n them with delight, (44) lend them the 



nouriahaent neceeeary tor a dlll'&ble lite. 

There 1• no doubt that tlle Hebrew •at1on, aaong other 

cala•itiee, ie •ubject to cal1imniee and ltee more ~ aqr 

other through the impunit7 ot the ... llmniatore. And 'be­

cauee Tery often the true ie ••ingled with the talee, in­

TectiTee which are leTeled ap.tnet them succeed in a per­

nicious way. In order to eepar&te the false troa the real 

one bae need of a more ezact intellect. And it nature, 

lac~ing in eo .. affection, rejects to the weakest pa.rte ot 

our bod.7 the corrupt humore, 9 10 much th• more can one i , ·-

i-. agine that men agitated by per·turbations and paeeion• are 

led to load upon the weakest a1nd moat at-.p1t, blame and 

liee. l5ut moreoTer, one .._, ea~ that while they charge 

the Hebrews with the moK graTts and intolerable crime 

and affirm notorious thinge abt>ut them, they not only iaJu• 

the Hebrews, but they aleo oent1ure the accurate toreeipt 

ot their prince; for by their uctione they claim that wit.h 

their . owl-like e7e• are euperic,r to the l)"DZ-like •79• at 

their prince, who neTer ceases to inquire about, irneettc­

ate and meditate upon the moet hidden and abetruae acttona 

ot hie eubJecte. Thus how can one maintain that thoee who 

are not concerned with knowing the m1edee4e of the Hebrewa 

are ho•eTer eo well lnf'ormed aliout them, and the public, 

whose buelneea it ie to know, ie ao poorl7 into1'11184 deapite 

a great amount of conniTanoe. 

Particula.rly beca.uae the Hebrews liTe eo cloee tocetiler 
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it would be i111>oeeible (44b) that a117 outrageous actioa 

not be diecoTered and ob•er.e4 b7 a neighbor, and oon•equent• 

ly easily reTealed to the magietrates, the neighbor beiag 

attracted by a reward or etimulated by hatred and emal .. 

tion - passion• which enc1111ber the mind ot the Bebre• •• 

they do t.l». t of &l\Jone elee. Wherefore the caluaina tor• 

ought to resign their curiosit1to the important an4 pro-

per sersight bf the public goTernaent and ought to take 
~ 

as a certain maxim thatAw!iich i• not noticed an4 puniebe4 

by the prince after such loud appeal• ie without doubt a 

Tain lie and raeh falsehood. 

The moat ridiculous of all calumnies, to llllY belief, 

is to say that .\he Hebrews or Venice notify the Barbary 

pJratee of the departure of ehips from the City and then 

elare with them the booty - which tor llllLl\J reasone one can 

be ooninced is a Tain machination. What commerce and faith 

could the Bebrewa h&Te with the coraairet Princes and. moat 

powerful monarchs haTe nner been able to establish with 

them any pa.ct and agreement, and if nen such pacts were 

contracted would they not be brokent In what ... nner could 

information come to these coreaira since there ie no regu­

lar paeeage from Venice to Barbar,J1 

The corsairs haTe tour nests on the coast of Africa 

(or Barbary) a Tripoli, Tunis, Bizerte, an4 Algiers. With 

Tripoli there 1• no direct communication (45) except Tia 
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Zante and. Xor• ( in Greece) , or ~ ~ ot ll&lta, a TOJaP 

ot allloet a month. It would be neoeseary tiret to brine 

the intonation 1n the abOTement1one4 tw places, then ~ 

e• or land to Xalta, and from there to transfer ~ to Tri­

poli. (How uncertain m.ritime traTeling is eTeryone 1cnon.) 

It is then neceeeary to prepare the pirate Teeeele and again 

to sail toward.a the mercantile Teasels and to know where 

to find them. To send intor--.tlon to Tunis it is first neo-

eeeary to arrive at LiTorno or Malta, then by sea to Tunis, 

Where one flnde oneself in the ea.me difficulty ae ln Tri­

poli. B izerte ti ta out aonly galleys and -.tea only one 
J 

expedition a year, in sWllDerti... These pirates haTe a 

cuatom of plundering the land. They do not seize Teseela 

except by accidental encounters, for they cannot support 

tbemselTes on the sea to await them, as much because of 

the incorJYenience ot carrying such a great nUllber of people, 

ae by Tirtue of the fact that the light galleys are not 

prepared to combat the fury of the sea. With regard to Al• 

giers, besides the abovementloned impedimenta of Tunie an4 

Tripoli, there is still the distance froa the Levant. ~or 

the pirates rarely go out into our eeaa, but take their couree 

in the Straits of Gibraltar or outside ot it above the West­

ern Ocean. I do not know, in like manner, how the cor-

sairs might be persuaded. to ehare their booty with the Heb­

rewe tor they by themselTea are eutticiently informed. of 



the tr&Teling Of Teseela and Of the time the7 le&Te V .. ice. 

Who ia that ignorant ariner 111lo ia not informed b7 ht.. 

aelf tbat the northweet win4e ouatomaril.7 blowing in the 

summer lead Teeeela h'o• Ita~ to the South an4 to the lAT­

ant' How 1an7 Cbrietian la••• and renegadee, akille4 cuidea 

and skillful pilots 4o they haTe who inform thea ot all 

Venetian n&Tigation and who lead them in wbateTer place or 

port they wiah 41iell - without rewarding the Hebrewe ard 

sharing with them their gain• and protite. 

~nd also how incredible it ta that with 111.117 Teeeela 

in great part laden with the poeaeseione ot Hebrewe, th• 

latter should eXJ)oae the wealth ot their friends and relati­

Tea to the hands of the Barbal'J pirates and to intidela 

in order to get it back again atte1'ia•ing placed it in euoh 

anifeat danger and baTing exposed it to moat certain lon. 

Rather these same Hebrews would be the delatora and acoue­

era ot the pirates in order to &Told personal loea. It ia 

stupid to aay that the Hebrews would be led to commit suah 

a crime through a hope that they might haTe ot aellinc their 

boot7 cheaply eince it ie publicly kno.-n that in the abOTe­

mentioned pirate towns 7renchmen, ~ngliabllen, and 7leminga 

come together Tery rrequentl7, nen with their coneula re­

siding there and their own representat1Tea who arriTe there 

regularly with their Teasels. laden with proT1a1one (46) 

and wares. Yurt.her t.he Italians, Genoana. and LiTorneae 

trade there. Wherefore when some booty would arriTe, the 
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Hebrew Wation might hope leas than a117one elae who aicht 

be there to find ao .. soocl opportunity from an 111Teetment1 

for the HebreWll are the aoat 1naignif1oant and the leaat 

wealtb:,y of all the othera. JProm the improbability at thla 

imputation the prudent r•4er will be able to oonclu4e tbe 

weakenee of 1aft7 other• attributed to. and 111J>oee4 upoa9 

th1a unbapP7 •ation. 

Consideration XIII. 

that tbl ancient Koaaic laW decreed pt•t ope 
RPcbt to wactiat qbaritx to•r4 the 1gt1n 
?nmn race. 

Those celebrated reformers of ancient heathenism Who 

proTided it with institutions and lawe, like all .. n, and in 

like -nner, had their thoughts and attempts bounded allll 

11.aited. Solon was content with teaching the J.theniam 

the lawa; Lycurgus, Sparta1 and Boaulua waa aatiafiecl with 

instructing the eole enclosure ot hie narrow place of ex­

ile. Of the remainder ot the human race they cared not, 

as if it were depriTe4 allloet ot all hU1111nit7. They per­

mitted their own citizens to take the property of other 
I' 

men; plundering being legal, the conceded that one aight --usurp the liberty of others. 1Pinall7 they plll'mi~ .. th&' 

some foreigners might offer themeelTes on the altars of 

(46b) their false gods as Ticti•• But the law of God pro­

mulgated by Moses proTidea and carea tor all our apeol••• 



Ancl ae lf a single nature were inetltate4 'b7 Goel ha Ule 

world that all ite parts should unite together ln harmon­

ious concert and ahou14 rule with reciprocal •>Wl*tb..Y, he 

thus decreed that all the haman race with unanblou1 trieD4• 

ship ahoul.4 be ln barmo117 together, that a07 -.a wboaoeTer 

ahoulcl conaicler himelt a oitiaen of a single republic. 

Koaee decreed thua, joining such a loTe and oharit7 ia 

the human heart with the teaohing and inetruoting of th.a 

to the point that if m.n •• created ~ a eing~Gocl and 

hie species bad ita origin troa Bia, ao waa .. n propacatecl 

froa a aingle father Adaa, and diTicled agaiD into branoh•• 

by Boah. 

Wherefore the prophet Kalaohi~ 9HaTe we not all one 

father' Bath not one God created ue! ~ do we deal 

treacherously eTery an against hie brother, protaniag the 

cOTenant of our fat.here!• (2.10) - ueee two aotiTee to 11ake 

ue conce1Te this tender affection of reciprocal lDTe an4 to 

aToid reciprocal injuries. 71ret •• we are cleriTe4 fro• a 

eingle father and therefore we are all bloo4-relat1Tea, 

eqaally tree, and eqially partioiisnte and heir• of aome 

portion ot the goods of the world. Secom, we are all the 

creatures and production• ot a eingle Goel. And he doea 

not say that we are united in a eingle cult and aocle of 

worship, which would be a proper argument to induce goo4 

relations only among the Hebrewe tbemaelTea, but he arpea 



with a (47) moat efficacious and general reason tor the 

conciliation of all aen. Anet ie it not belle.able ihat 

at the ti- ot the Deluge uaurpatione, extortions, allll 

frauds were prohibited inctifterently to all , anct that tor 

that reason the7 were condemned to clT ownlng - anct should 

similar ctepraTect aota and exceeeee be permitted to the 

llebrew people seeing that the7 were starting on the way to 

greater perfection? Anet in the Decalogue in the eame tenor 

and generalit7, homicide, actulte~, anct theft were »rohib-

i ted - with no one paee1Te17 exoludect troa auoh preoepta. 

And there le no doubt that homicide, actulter7 were uniTer­

eal precepts. Anet from the epecif icatlon that Scripture 

used with regard to usury, which forbade anct prohibited 

its practice with the Hebrew but tolerated it with regard 

to the foreigner prOTided the loan was contracted tor with 

the will and assent ot the contractor and lender - froa 

this, one is indubitabl7 conTincect that frauds and Tio­

lences practiced towarct the outsider without hie ltnowlectc• 

and will are condeanect and prohibited b7 the law, tor in 

this declaration there was no distinction ae in usury. 

Scripture in ~Titioue saicla (25.17) •And 7e ehall not 

wrong one anotber1 but thou shalt tear thy Gocti tor 1 aa 

the Lor d your Goct.• The Hebrew aeaning is not to cheat 7our 

contractor, according to the expression ot Scripture, which 

used the word bamito t',n · ~y which, according to the Heb-



brew cra-riane means •that wbioh la (•1b) agaiut ua•. 

Thi• word ie der1Ted troa the ·word h~t .Jl~ ~. • !!lat 
• 

is, •117 contractor or etipulator (and in lgof!I , 22.2Ut. 

it ie expreeely eaid) ia torbi1dden to cheat the outeider. 

And besides, when the Rebre•s •were led into the Roly Lan4 

the boundaries ot their domini1on were also limited on all 

eidee. Thia practice wae not 1obeerTe4 by some peoples and 

nations, •ho extended their do1minion to WbereTer their 1oo4 

fortune led. them and to Wberevier their own strength an4 

Tiolence g&Te them entry, in a iccordance with the eayinc ot 

Caesar& •an si Tiolandum eet iue regnandi gratia, Tiolan-

4um est,•. J.nd the Spartans s1aid that the confines ot their 

dominion extended ae far as th1e point of their sword could 

reach. The Romane set a goal 1e.nd terminus to their kat­

ern Empire, the Buphrates, but before long it was beaten 

back and rejected bit by bit. The Jlebrewe solely by their 

laWB were held and restrained 1within their own limits. And 

is 1 t not unbelieTable that th1e prophets would ha'Ye declaim­

ed so much against the nations who usurped the righte ot 

the Hebrews oppreesed them if it had been pel'lllitted to the --Hebrewa to uee e imilar actions againet the iDT&dere. And it 

• iJ/certain and indubitable thbig that amon1 the Hebre• 

the defrauding of the one who •was outside their religion 

was held to be a greater ein tltian the de~ding of a fel• 

l ow Hebrew. Rather such a cr11me 11 numbered among \he a-



-84-

ample• of the profanation of the name ot God, which i• 

the exteeme of wickedneaa. ( 48) 7or that reason the Heb. 

rewa bel19Te such orimee to be unpardonable and that God. 

depriT•• aucb tranagreaaora of tbe ordinary succor and 

cuatoary relief that lie offers to penitent• to exculpate 

themaelTea - aucb tranagresaora aa these giTing occaaioa 

to the people to debase and calumniate the Hebrew inatitu­

tions and to render the Ration more odious to peoplea. To 

which attack one ought to ake a remonatrance tbroup the 

greatest exemplariness. 

Tbe aboTeJDentioned Philo writes that if it were 1Dllee4 

permitted to the Hebrews to look down upon and to exter­

minate the idols of the ancient gentilee 'lhlle thq (the 

Hebrews) were a conquered and eubject peo~le, neTertheleaa 

when they were independent and free, the Hebre1'8 were pro­

h ib i ted from deriding with public derision the ab~ ... ntioa­

ed idola in order not to proToke reciprocally the pagane to 

deride the true God as a form of reTenge tor the mooke~ 

practiced toward their false gods. But let ua hear hie 

own words translated from the Greeks wnon permittit ef­

freni lingue petulantia conYiciari Dile oreditia talaa per­

euaeione aliarum gentium, ne ille irritate prorumpunt 1• 

Tooea netarias contra Deum optimum W,.Ximull. • In the ..... 

way would it not be prohibited and forbidden to th.Pe111r ... 

to comait any criminal action of fraud, cheating, and ex-
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tortion aptnat al\Yone who i1 outside their reliaioa! And 

particula:rly in order not to bring about the opportunit7 

tor uttering an7 execrable blaaphem;y and 1m,propriet7 aptnat 

theil" law and in1titutton1 with the attendant danger (48)) 

of offending God Ht.aelt, the princi~ Inetitutor of the1e 

ia ... 

There are with regard to thi1 p~int aome notable doc-
' umenta in Scripture. Blleba, II. thoug-he would recei•• citta 
I 

and presents from the Hebrew1, as Scripture atteate, nner-

theleea after he.Ting healed the hitherto incurable leper 

Jraaman, general or the kl~ of Damascus who •a baraeeing 

him, when the Damaacan pagan wanted to present a .. diocre 

gift, he did not want to receiTe it but magnanimously re­

fused it, ae ie read in the chapter of Kinga. On the other 

band when Gehazi, hie eerTant, followed and requested clan­

destinely from the aboTementioned Jraaman a certain gift, 

he was for that reason discharged by Elisha and condemne4 

to the perpetual infection of an indelible leproe7, he with 

all hie posterity - all thia to show to that gentile allll 

hie king how diTerted hie mind ne from aTid thought• of ac­

quiring what belonged to others when he refused what was 

ottered to him as a reward for the healing. So Abralaa 

refused to keep the wealth acquired b;y the tour kinge or 
A~ kc'•t1\c.-..:... ~~ ~ ~1 ,,.,. · ,1., .i -bo-~ ~ 

Syrial\of Pentapolie • which booty bra.ham by the law 

nations and war would ha.Te been able to keep. BeTerthe-



le11a, he •nted to ehow what •• hie beat inatitutioa anl 

excellence ot cueto•, and. he .. gnaniJloueq released that 

boot7 to the king .of Sodom and hie alliea, the tiret pe.-

.seeeore ot it. And thoee Hebrewe liring under the dominion 

ot Ahasuerue, ting ot Persia. when permitted (4~) b7 ro)'&l 

edict to execute a Tendetta againet the life ot their ea­

emiee and to eeiae their property, performed the tor .. r 

act, but abstained troa the latter. Tbeee enmplee mu.t 

be matters as much to be obaerTed _, be wbo proteaaea the --Hebraic law ae JDUet be the .. intenance of the ceremonial 

precepts conta ined in the law, which likewise with sucb 

great ecrupulouaneea must be performed b7 all. One oan add 

to the abovementioned examples the tender epeech and 1nter­

cese ion ot Abraham with God tor the aal.T&tion of thoee cria­

inala of Pentapolie who not only were excluded troa the 

rellgioua institution and cult which Abraham obaerTed b\R 

were entirely bereft ot any appearance of h--nitJ"• An4 

ao was Jonah puniehed b7 God and placed in such great d&a• 

ger ot hie life because he had refused to rebuke and .n 

the people of Nineveh ot their execrable enol'lliti••• Yroa 

both of these evente we have clea.r instruction ae to how &IQ' 

one must implore God tor the salvation of any other .. a 

and bow e.en one can, by admonishing a man, raise hia to a 

better state, if not to perfection at least to a •oder&• 

tion of the excess of h i e Ti cee. 1'ut concerning the Jude-
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ment •hioh ia co-.on~ .. de ot Ulle Bation there ooour ill• 

t.aaciee whioh are accuetomed to oome up in conaequencea 

badly eetabliehed and badly understood - that le, uaiag a 

mieundenttanding of namee, not dietlnguiehing 1nd1T14ua1 

circ\llllltancee, and concluding (4tb) uniTersal propoeitlona 

by induction fr011 a few particulars. Therefore it ia nec­

eseary to clarity and Tentilate thie point with much ex­

actness. Then the •117 imputations and in;>oetures attrib­

uted in this regard to the Iation will be reaolTed and ren­

dered nin. 

I hold it as certain that the principal reason ot the 

illusion proceeds from the act of embracing under the na11e 

•alien• all Nations alike and of belie.Ing that among the 

Hebrews no distinction is made concerning the treatment at 

peoples who are outside the Hebraic rite and that theee 

peoples are all measured in the same nanner. But it with 

diligence someone would apply himself to inTeatlgating what 

Scripture eaya in this regard, he would f lnd that diTera 

nations are treated in distinct waya, and he would be able 

to erase from hie mind e.ery scrupulous doubt. scripture 

makes mention at great length of eome batione contiguoua 

to the Holy Land but dietinguiebee the cuato .. and .. niare 

ot these which the Hebrews ought to follow. Concerning 

some nations, it ie ordained that one ought to atriTe tor 

their cor.iplete annihilation. There are other iatione 
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with which one o\.\ght to abhor all coDTeraation and mnc­
ling at a117 time nen though t.he7 be conTerted to the Heb­

rew religion. There are other nations which ou&ht not to 

be abominated and which, being on a third leTel, could oon­

Tert and unite indifferently with the people. Other iation• 

are paa~ed oTer without (50) any mention, their treatment 

being left to the judgment ot the Batton. There ia no 4oubt 

that Scripture (being indicated by God who perceiTee in 

His eternity the infinite that will come to paae) not only 

instituted the Hebraic action regardinc those amall peoples 

a nd special nations named in Scripture aa liTing oontiguo\19 

to the Holy Land, which in abort and limited space ot time 

ought to be abolished and 11ade estinct eo that eTen the 

place of their dwelling was pointed out - but with the 

apecitioations of auch nations, Scripture represented the 

differences between peoples, the diTeraity of customs, an4 

the manner which the People ought to obaerTe toward them. 
v 

Tbe Canaanites resemble idolatora, abhorrent aacriticera , 
ot men and their own children, adulterers, conmittere ot 

incest, aodomitee, who were condemned t o complete annihila­

tion. Through the Analekitea inhU11Bn persecutors were re­

presented who, without any rational impulse, with a hatred 

more than T imonian, wished to bring about the extermina­

tion of the human race. For that reason they likewise were 

aentanoe4 to total extermination with the absolute aboli­

tion of their memory - the hatred th.at one bears t'Owar4 men 



not being leea abhorred by God than the failure to obeerTe 

customa proper to hWDanity. In the Koabites and A.aaonite• 

are recognized ungrateful people who do not remelll>er the 

bood of blood. nor the knot of benetioenoe. for their fam-

117 was common (50b) •1th that ot the Hebrewe. And likewise 

~ot, their original rather. receiTed eo man7 faTors troa ti» 

patriarch Abraham, but with all that they refused to grant 

slight refreshment and the neceeeary aid on that long Jour• 

ney aade in the desert. Por that reason God prohibited 

the granting to them of any benefit and forbade eTerlaet­

ingl7 any family union of the Hebrews With them. But etill 

God forbade hurting them because in effect the people re-

ce i Ted no outrage troa their hands. 7rom the Edomtte• came 

the eame ingratitude. but because they followed the example 

ot the~...,nite• and Xoabitee, beaauee ot the relationehip 

a nd the brotherhood of Eaeau (called Bdom) with Jacob. anll 

also because their national Jealousy which made them refuse 

the Hebrews transit through their country could be excused, 

it wae forbidden to molest them. Therefore a relationship 

after the third generation was grm tecl them. Like the ..... ' -

E.Aomitee, the Egyptians were treated with a temperate penal­

ty for the torment the,. inflicted upon the Hebrews in that 

long asylum they granted them in their country. It was 

forbidden to offend them, and only in the third generation 

w.e 1 t perm! ttecl to mingle with them. And if it wae per-
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•i tted. in the exod.ue troa -.n»t to despoil the Bcnti&Da 

ot SOiie .,.luable goods. thia was a reward tor the serYi­

tude the Hebrews bore so -.ny years to the profit ot the 

Kgypt1ana. With regard then to the Philietines and Damaa­

oane and other neighboring northern and eastern peoplee, 

since the Hebrewa had not (51) receiTecl any taTor tr• 

them in their burdeneome journey, nor offense (tor thq 

were not elltuated in a place where aav taTore could ocme 

torth from the•), Scripture giTes no information ae to ho• 

one should deal and conTeree with them. But in contormit, 

with the occasion and opportunity, the Hebrewe were \o res­

pond either to their good or 4epraTed oond.uct. So in ••eJY 
time when the Hebrews tind themeelyee in oondltiona amt. 

customs similar to the aboTementionect., they JllNet act toward 

others in conformity with the rule and norm mentioned in 

the established law. 

Now then if' had been ordered to not ineult. abuse, 

abhor and harm the Bgyptiana by reaeon (ae Scripture ex­

pressed in DeuteronoJ!lf 23.8) of' that unhapp~ and tyran­

nical asylum that the Hebrews had in their country al­

though they had tolerated such a calamitous oppreseion in 

the .uaking of pyramid nausoleums .and in the erecting ot 

very high walls and besides on the slighteet suspicion ot 

state, the kind condemned their little ... ie children to be 

drowned betore they were conscious ot any guilt and before 
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the7 had taeted life - if all thie be eo, then in 111bat 

1anner can one uphold that that the HebreW8 are peraltte4 

to harm and practice extortion against those people who 

giTe them free liTla.g rooa and pleaelng habitation an4 

(51J •ho let tha baT• the ordinary c~ditiee en an eq•l 

baeia with other eubJectet And would they be permitted. with 

10 much ingratitude to reward and pay for euoh and eo .. ~ 

benefitet Thie ie a reason ao etficacioue and an argu11ent 

so conclueiTe tbat it ought to render the 110•t irr1\ate4 

mind eTer mild and tender toward the Bation. 

Consideration XIV. 

ra1op. 

The communion ot religion la the greatest bond ant 110et 

tenacloue knot which keeps b~n 11> ciet7 waited, ae U.t 

pagan eaid1 9Tlta humana Religione conetat•1 and Phile, 

the Tery learned and eloquent Hebrew, wrote1 •naa uniu 

Del cultue eat amorie autuque beneTolent1'a Tinoula lneol­

ubile.• But it does not hold among the Hebrews that thoee 

are outside the obeerT&nce of their ritee and do not CiT• 

aeaent to their particular beliefs are therefore cone14erecl 

.. entirely tree and loosened from a~ bond of h111m it7 

and reciprocal friendehip. But the Hebren cone14er that 

there are diT•=•e grades of relationebip among .. n aa there 

are alao diTeree grades in the eame nation with regar4 to 
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the obllp.tiou of chariQ amonc on•'• aubordinat.ee. (52) 

Thtfne of aelt ob\aina tiret place, att.erw.r4e ooaea th• 

conneotion of blood., then the friendship among citiaeD8J 

and. for that reaeon \he Bebr ... belieTe that for•iCD•r• 

and thoee not of their religion partioi»at• •iill th .. ln a 

oomnon hU11&Dit7 which Joine th•• together, an4 th•7 there-

. fore obeene the preoepta of natural 110r&lit.7 all4 haT• ao• 

cognition of a auperior cauae. And ln order to pro"Ye tbat., 

I haTe gathered together aome argument.a 'llbloh probab]7 4•­

monetra te lt. 

First, I do not t1n4 in the Scripture that Go4 eyer 

oo ... nded the Bebrewa to occupy theaeel'Yee with 1tr1T1DC 

to insert into the ainde of their n•f-'1boriac peopl•• the 

proper beliefe in order to introduce their apeoial rite• 

to them, but moat certainl.7 B• ordered and 00111ande4 th•• 

to teach theee peoplee aoae 1eneral belief• euoh a1 the 

omnipotence, wiedoa, great.a•••• ol ... n07, and Juetlce of 

Go4. Where~ore J'ereaiah (10.llf .) admoa1ehe4 the people, 

captiT• in BabJlonia, that in the Chaldean lanc-ge one ought 

to notify thoee gentileea •Thu• eball ye eay unto th••• 

'The gode that ha.Te not •d.e the hea"Yene and the earth, 

theee ahall perieh from the earth, and from un4er the heaT• 

ena.' Be tbat bath aade the earth by Bia power, that bath 

eetabliehed the world b:y Hie wiecloa, and hath 1tret.che4 

out the he&Tena b:y Hie understanding ••• • Wherefore Be 4oee 
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not order tit.a to m.rrate the proclig1.re and airaolee 

that. happene4 la Kgpt, nor the liberation of tbe people, 

nor the drawing back of the eea with the eabeequent drown­

ing, nor nen the great pomp and co .. otion of m~t.ure ( 52b) 

in the prcmulgatlon of t.he laws but. the7 mu.et ce111Tince the• 

of the exletence of God and of Hie proTidence bJ' the ao.e­

ment ot the h•Tena, bJ the production of being11, ancl br 

the ana"lmoae correspondence t.ocetber of all tblm••· 

And in another place the Pealmiet. _,.. ( 10:51.l) a •o 
g1Te t.banke unto the Lord, call upon Hie namr lllake blown 

hie doinge among t.he peoples,• 1.e. that. one ought. to re­

late and 4iTulge the operations of Goel and the effect• at 

Hie justice. On the contraz:y, in another place, with re­

prcl to epecial ritee, in EM~ 14'1.19f1 -He cleolaretll 

His word unto Jacob, Hie statutes and Hie ordim·ncea uato 

Israel. He lath not dealt eo •1th al\Y nation1 am ae tor 

Hi• ordinances• they baTe not known them.• And ·thus one 

admitted that the dead flesh or ani .. le, forbidden to the 

Hebren, might be giTen and set before the genti:le pilsrill. 

As in ~euteronog, chapter 14 • and Jalaohi • in cbapter 

1.111 "J'or from the rising of the sun eTen unto the coinc 

down of the eame •7 name is great &J!!ong the nati•HWJ and 

in eTery place offerings are presented unto ., ma.me, eyea 

pure oblationsi for Ky name is great among the mLtloaa, 

ea 1th the I.ord of boats.• Thie alluclee to the ftLct that 



in a certain .. nner Ooct in tbat time remained aatietie4 

and contented •1th tbat simplicity and llhaded cognition 

tbat the Oentilee held concerning a princi))al cauee that 

aidecl the go•ernment of the world. And when 1'aoa1 ... re­

turniag to her land, Ruth her daughter-in-la• •d• a rea­

olution, in following her, to become coa.erted to the Heb­

rew religion. But not only wae ahe not aupported by her 

mother-in-law and confirmed in auoh a thought, but ehe 

was rather persuaded to return to ber prior (5~) etate and 

condition (l.15). •Andebe (•aomi) eaid1 'Behold, the7 

slater-in-law ie gone back unto her people, and unto her 

gods return thou after t~ sister-in-law.•• 

Sor does one find that in paet thle that a117 clt7 ot 

gentiles ... conquered because ot its lack ot obeerT&nce 

or Hebrew rites and particular incredulity - but only it it 

had not performed the -taral impulaee of reaaon aftlll ot 

huanit7. Pentapolia •e upturned and burned becauae of ob· 

scenity, inhospitality, and injustice. On the occaeion of 

the Deluge Scripture .. kes mention only of the carnal cor­

ruption and iniquitous rapacity and extortion. And the 

gentile• of BineTeh, when they 414 pentitence, 414 aot 

oonTert to the Hebrew religian, but they ceased thie•ing, 

extortions, and frauds, but they remained gentile• •• be­

fore. And if eTen some nation were repri•nded and ••· 

t1-ateA fr>r its cult, it wae. lH!cauee of the lniquiti•• 



added to it euch aa hum.n aacrit1ce. and the ea•critioe of 

their own children. And Amoe, prognosticating ·the ruin ,_,,,,. 

and annihilation ot .. 117 peoples, the1Kine be:lag thr••· 
told, ln•eigbe and declaime against tJe heathen Damaaceaea, 

Gazitea, Tyriana, Idumeane, Alllmonitee, aDCl Koab:ites tor 

crimes and transgressions co-itted only agains·t human e-

quity and good moral1t7. Eut atterwarda when d1eclailllng 

against the Je1'8, he epecities sine against their religion 

and their ommiaaions ot legal precepts. And Jo11hua, atter 

the acquisition ot the Holy Land, again granted tredom to 

the people and their own choice either to con.ti:rm th•••l-

•es tor the tuture (OSb) and to keep themeel•ee in the Xos-

aic law or, without their incurring any ot the :penaltiea 

pro•ided, to retute it and to tree themael•es t :rom it en-

tirely without their bringing any punishment upon tbemee~ 
ye tor this action. Wheretore it with regard to the Heb• 

rew people, haTing already accepted the law, J'oehua ne•er­

theleaa treed them trom the penalties, how much the more 

do the Hebre1'8 consider abaol•ed from obedience to the law 

other pe~ple who bad neTer assumed the obligation - ae long 

ae they obeerYe what belongs to them ae 1 ha•• said! 

And Esekiel, in chap. 20 . ~2fs •And that •hich cometh 

into your mind shall not be al all1 in that ye saya '•• ---•111 be ae the nations, as the families o.t the countriea, 

to eerYe wood and stone.' Ae I li•e, eaith tbt1 Lord God, 
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eureJ.7 with a might7 hand •••• will I b~ing OTer you.• In 

euch a .. nner He diecoureed with the people beoa119e if m&ft7 

timee they lad placed the111BelTes Toluntarl~ under the law, 

with a promise stipulated tor the1111elTes and their poater­

it7, th97 were not for that reaeoa at libert7 to tree them­

eelTee from it. And in a slail&r sense aleo speaks the pro­

phet Amoe, in Chap. S.lt.s -Hear thie word that the Lord 

hath epok•n against J'OU, O children of Iera411, again.et the 

whole family which I brought up out ot the land ot Jropt, 

11a7ing1 'You oni.,. h&Te I known of all the t• iliee ot the 

earth; therefore I will Tieit upon you all ,.our 1niquit1ea••. 

According to the chief expositors in the •ation, Rabbi 

Samuel and DaTid Kimchi, these words mean that elnoe the 

people Toluntarily had taken upon itself and ite poaterit7 

the obeenance of the law in the tiae of Moeee and .Toelua 

(54), therefore God was the particular exactor an4 acouaer, 

the ReceiTer of the penaltiea which were due Hill. He doea 

not execute this de .. nd upon other peoples, gentile• an4 

heathen, but with them He oTerlooks and ie indulgent, be­

oauee it ie reasonable according to the rule of law.rerea 

•eecundum naturam est commoda cuiuecunq rei cum eequi, quea 

sequuntur incommoda.• And likewise for t he conTerse. 

Jethro, the gentile, b&Ting come to Tieit hie eon-in-law 

¥.oees in the desert after the liberation of the people and 

the miracles which occurred in Bgypt, eaid, according to 



the Hebrew tut (Bx 18.11) a •Jrow I know that the Lor4 1• 

greater than all gods.• Be adldtted the 9uperiorit7, but 

he did not negate absolutely tllLe existence ot the other 

minor 1magina17 go4a. like the Ro .. ns who pretended to baTe 

a certain hierarc~ of creater and leaser goda. But the 
4-Y 

Psalmist in bia more Juclicoue • .nd corrent 11&11oer aai4a •7or 
1 

tbe Lord ia a great. Goel, and a great King aboT• all go4a.• 

(95.S). It la different when one •&7• that the emperor 1• 

greater than an7 other king. or that he poaeeaaea auperlor­

i t7 oTer them. 

And llaa•n, when he turned toward God because ot Ule 

cure from hla infection, obtained from the prophet a cer­

tain dispensation tnat it ah0Ul1cl be permitted to hia that 

when he should be in the compan;y of the king, to kneel be­

fore the idols - negotiating au•oh a tranaaction in a reli­

gioua •tter that would neTer baTe been allowed a Bebr .. , 

already obligated to a punctual obaenation ot all the 

rites of the law. 

How, in order to seal thia diacuaaion. I wiah to cite 

( 54b) a place in Deuteropog, c ltapter ~3. which expreaaly 

ehon that God, if le indeed ta,rored the Hebrew Prophete, 

yet in the Tery time of the pro11Ulgation ot \he law, He 414 

not hate the other people (to whom it•• not oolllllUfticat.e4) 

but still lo•ed tbem1 tor in th•• laat. bleeaing by Xoa•s• 

after the legislation had been cleacribed, l!oaee add•• accor-



ding to the Hebrew tut, apprOTecl by the -.etere of the 

oit7 (33.St)a tfT•, He lOTeth the p•oi>lee, all Hie hol.7 

onee - they are in !117 lands and they eit down at ftl_y feet, 

receiTing ot 'l'h7 warda. Mosee commanded ue a law ••• • Be 

meant b7 peoplee the gentile•, depriTecl ot the lloaaic law 

concerning which he told in the antecedent Terse tbat it bad 

been coll!llnicated to the Hebren. 

It ie indeed truttbat not•ithetanding auob loTe that 

He bore tor the gentiles, neTertheleee the bol.7 onea of 

the Hebrew people were nearer to Him and more taTore4. 

l!oses uees the metaphor ot the hande (T.2) aa the Paalaiet 

doee when he wiehee to denote the special protection that 

Goel had a.er hie, the Pealmist's, soul and epirit. Be 

aaid (31.6)1 •Into Thy hand I oo .. it Sf!/ spirit.• Be re­

fers to the relation of God to th~ebre• people expreeae4 

in the antecedent Terse. And thus in conformity with eua1a 

a sentiment, the eubeequent Teree correeponde with 9Jloeea 

colllllllnded ue a law.• It ia ae it he eaid the lOTe and 

clarity ot Goel extends uniTereall7 OTer all men, but that 

the ta•or ot the law was in those times granted only to the 

Hebrew people. And this ie the eaeieet and least inTolTed 

exposition that hae eTer been found b7 the H•bre• comaen­

tators, for thia place (55) in Scripture ie Te~ abetruee 

and recondite. These are reaeone a nd arguments drawn from 



I •lthin the eacre4 Scriptures. to which 1111at cee4 any author-
' " tty 1'hataoeTer ot the rabbie and doctors who hold th• oaa-

~. The contrary I do not belieTe. tor. it it were ao, 

Scripture would haTe treated of the nations infected with 

Ticee and or1Jlinalit7 eim11ar to th• Canaanite• am .Alll&l•-

lcitee ( Mc#• ' af e··n·:tt. who were iniquitous toward 

men and .:.iilrpious to•rd God.. And eTeryone hae epoken of 

such a 11atter in conformity with the quality ot hia own ti.ea, 

but not with the epirit of the prophets to reTeal th• uni­

Tereal i nt1n1t7 ot the future-that which ie the proper oos­

nition ot God. 

But it someone should seek &1110• .. the Hebrewa the l'e&• 

eon why God did not care to baTe Hie religion and the ob­

eerT&nce ot rites propagated among the gentiles, one aight 

answer that that reason is enTeloped in the deep eecreta 

ot the D1Tin1t7. This le Juet the aame ae one'• not beinc 

able to comprehend aleo what might baTe been the reaeoa 

that onJ.7 a few thousand years ago the world had ite begin­

ning and the reason that God delayed the 41tfue1on ot hia 

benignity among Hie creatures. Aleo one cannot find out 

why He created such a number of men and such a number of 

angels • But only in general one can aa7 that thus H• coa­

pleted the ornamentation ot the world. And it so• human 

reason can reach the arcana of Hie D1Tine Xajeet7, one 

could sti ll reply according to th.+rebrewe that Goel, wiahina 
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to keep the religion among the Hebrewa, did not care to 

haTe the Hebraic rite re.ealed to the neisbborlng gentiles. 

(55b). And the reason tor it wae thies Antiperietaaie 

(lit. standing around and against) reinf'orcee the strength 

of natural things ancl inTigoratea thems cold stancliq a­

round heat increases ite (the heat's) etrength so much ao 

that the Stoica eaid that when cold air aucldenl7 controata 

a new place and tin4e heat there, the heat becomes more 

liTe. Thus too, ie the etancling around ot the ea..,. 

Terror inures the people to 118r and infuses in them a ail­

i tary spirit. In the eame manner repugnance tor the reli· 

gion at neighbors rendered the faithful people more .tert 

in their own belie! and more militant in the defense of 

their natiTe titee. 

Proa the discourse Just made one 11117 take a tira pre­

cept and certain assertion that the Hebrew has neTer been 

permitted to practice any act of inhumanity and ottenee 

toward anyone who might baTe a di fferent rite and belief, 

proTided that euch a one obserYe the moral precepts ancl 

also be not infected by some enormous Tice but rather be 

informed ot the omnipotence, goodness, knowlectce, proT1• 

dence of a superior cause which rulee and moderates all. 

But if eome one again should object about the Hebrew's 

being forbidden to take usury from another Hebrew but not 
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from a foreigner, I answer that in that the Hebrewe are not 

far from the common opinion, that it is rather a tolerance 

than a concession. I do not wieh to cite that among the 

Rolans eome tonne of usury were permitted, for I 4o not 

intend to defend lfhat ie not apprOTed (56) un1Tereal~. 

Rather I ehould like to eay that f ormerly when the Jleb-

rewe were in more comfortable eetate, it was forbidden bJ' 
the teachers that they practice ueury with a~one at all 

eTen though the pereon outside their religion, as one reads 

expressly in the gl~s expounding the PeQAm which begins 

(actually Teree ~ o~ ~salm 2i] a •Wbo shall ucencl into 

the mountain of the LordT•1 and thie p~ohibition bad -.qr 

just mot1Tes. 

First, one does not know in Scripture ezactl~ 111bo 

are properly called brothers and foreigners since under 

the rm.me of brothers the ldumeane are more tlan once named. 

Second, because usury practiced against a Hebrew ie a aoet 

graTe sin, and one belieTes that in such a depraTed type 

ot negotiation the lender, borrower, guarant• , notary, 

and witnesses concur in the guilt1 it hae been JI' ohibited 

eTen with the profit ceasing and the loes riaing. There­

fore uaury wae forbidden so that euch a practice aight 

not be engaged in with any person at all in order tla\ 

for the joy of such gain the people might not beca119 ao­

cuetomed to practice ueury eTen with the Hebrewe. Th19cl, 



in order to obY1ate uauroua pretexts and ooncea.laent• t!at 

under the name ot. and through meane of, foreigners might 

be practiced with the Hebrews thenaelTea. 7ourth, the 

aame teacher• ea7 that such a profeeeion is not decent eince 

UsUl'J' is abatractecl from the 001111erce of men and alien to 

the profit (&ab) of therepubllc. But after the Hebrewa 

were forbidden the poeseeeion of stable wealth 1by princea 

and forbidden the practice of some of the more 1prinoipal 

profeeeione and other industries ot ciTil life. then the 

teachers, in order to reline the urgent needa of the na­

tion in obtaining sustenance. relaxed the rigor of euch a 

prohibition and restored all the former premiee :lone of the 

Kosaic law. And so, to sa way of thinking. thin lallentable 

declaJ11Ltion agains t the nation ie eatietied and tad•• •wa-7• 

I cannot desist from mentioning in euoh a <Uscqaion 

a custom, a rite nner transgressed ancl Tery riaioroual7 

obeened by the Hebrews. And that le nner to 1Mddle or 

interpose oneself in matters of state preJudici"l to the 

princes under whom other Hebrews take refuge, for they con­

sider those Hebrews ae hoetagee. So gres.t ie Uae te•ling 

of charity among them which proceeds from the uraiformit7 

of their religion. And the illuetrioue off'ioialle deet1ne4 

for the Porte of the Grand Turk haTe •117 times cleclare4 

that in their journeys through Turkish territorJr th., are 

receind by the Ration ae angels of peace and U1e eztr•• 
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of the ••tion'e influence ie extended to them. And in the 

Te17 city of Constantinople the Hebrews giT• them a reT­

erant homge Just ae if th97 were the abOTe-•ntioned nat1T• 

eubjecte. All this deriTee ae much from the el.i>Jeotion 

that hae become habitual ln the mind of thtflebrew to r ... 

~re great pereonnage• (5') ae aleo from a de•ire to -.Jee 

recompense in part for the good treatment that le practicecl 

toward their Batton in the Cit7 in which they haTe refuge. 

Just ae the Hebrewe haTe no precept, as I baTe eaid, to 

spread abroad their religion, eo also they neTer haTe aqr 

thought to try any noTelty to alleTiate in general the 

state ot their races tor they belieTe that eTezy clang• 

that may lappen to them, must depend on a superior cauee 

and not on hWlll.n attenipte. 

At the occurrence of the exile from Caatile and froa 

the other adjacent kingclom1, in the time of Eing 7erdin­

and and ~ueen Isabella, nearly half a million eoul1 liTet 

there together. ot the exllea who 414 not want to coDTert 

to the Christian religion there were three hundred thoua­

and (aa Isaac AbraTanel, the Ter7 learned author who waa 

then a leader in the country, relates) among whom were mea 

ot great spirit and counselor~ of etate, ae wae Abra~nel 

hil'l8elf. But there was nner found in such a great n•ber 

anyone who yearned to propo•• any resolute aeana to all•T• 

iate h imelt trom that miserable exile. But they diepereecl 
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the•elTee and went on their •Y through the worl4. Thi• 

1~ an 8'f'14ent eign '11&t t he 4&117 inatitutione of tbe Beb­

rewa and their aub4ue4 oueto .. inoline them to eubjeotion 

to, and reTerence for, their princee. 

Cone14erat1on XVII 

Ope 4111pur111 oongerninc \ht oauae of \lat yariopa 
p1r;wi11i9n1 graptt4 th.• Bebren ap4 al10 ogggtraiy 
•OWi of the expul1ion1 !llichbetell the Jatiop. 

In philoso))hical queetiona an4 acholaetic 4educt1ona, 

after the contend i ng of reaeona, it ia the custom to ar­

riTe into the inexorable and sometimes inTinciblt ar-. ot 

authority. Thua I belie•e that when aomeone cannot .. et 

the abo.e-mentioned matters race to face, be •111 atriT• 

to tight wi th the weapons ot example and authority. A•4 

they aay that if' the Hebrewa bring ao -117 conTenienoee 

to th+.tat e then what ia the reason that the moat prudent 

princea and moet wise republics exclude th• Hebrew •ation 

from their atatee ae haTe done Spain, J'ranoe, Bnglan4, •117 

Ger•n cities and not a few Italian ones. To 11h1oh 1netance 

one rray answer that in politi cal caeea it la of little mom­

ent to argue froD the place ot the example, Juet ae it ie 

a Tanity to employ authority aa eTidence and certitude in 

mathenatica. So also in political matters it ia an abaur­

di ty to argue on the baeie of the contingency and 41Ter• 

eity of indiTidual accidents. .ETery dominion and oit7 h&Te 

their particular e i rcumetancee and attribute• which do no\ 
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fit the gnernment of othere. There ie no cit7 in •urope 

which in c1Tll (86b) and criminal .. tter1 does not haTe 

its particular and mu.nicipal l•••· Therefore one 1e not 

a form ot instruction and documentation tor the other. 

And eTen if the authority of the moet excellent senate ot v 
I 

Vena e, in the .. tter of embracing the Hebrew Batton, olllbt 
'""--.:. 

to be an exaJ!l)le to all others and the aodel for aclaittiQC 

the Hebre1'8 into their etatee. And there i1 no doubt \bat 

all equally should permit the Hebre1'8 to enter, for all 

states are loTere of population and deeiroue of haTing pro­

fits and entrance taxee. But the 41Teree 4iepoa1t1on and 

e~ploymen te of peoples is the reason tbat these prine .. 

~:::n:.:::94:::0:: ::~~~a~of:::o~ ~~~~:::•~t 
use force. And the eame (08~ Serenoe Republic gn.nta 1Mal>-

1tation to the Hebrews 1n ite own City. the leading one ot 

the dominion. but it does not do eo in Brescia, Berg&11D, 

Cre .... and some other cities of the et.ate -- and thi• 1• 

because of the repugnance and the retentiTeneee ot t.be 

peoples. And if indeed one cannot with f~reaeon di•· 

course among 90 mt.ny Tarietee of thoughts and peoplea, 

neTertheleee one can probably say that the citiee which 

do not baTe a seaport, a numerous popu1ation, a concouree 

of foreigners, and commieeione of trade from all parte ot 
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the wor14, aa Venice cloea -- in those oi tiea i ·t ia n•••••­

a17 that the Hebreh who 11Te in th• aupport tthe••lT•• 

in one ot three lla.7•• Pirat, by uaur;y ae they clo in aome 

Italian ancl Geran oitiea. Second, by •ane of (87) the 

practice of the ocamon elcilla of the oiti••· ~l'hircl, by 

lnoomee troa etable wealth, as in the Lnant. 

Usury caueea the Hebreh to be 41alike4 bJr all ranka 

of the city eqm.lly. The practice of alcills mLlcea thea 

41eliked by the ••11 people. The possession •>f atable 

wealth nalces them disliked by the nobles an4 mainent people. 

Tbeee are the essential and etticacioue cauaea 9117 th• Bea-

1,ren do not liTe in .. DY places. But this cloe11 not lapJ>•D 

in the City of Venice where usury ia only at t :lTe per oent, 

and the banks are set up tor the oonTenience ojr the poor 

and not tor the prof it ot the bankers. Here the praotloi 

of elcille is forbidden them along with the posueealon of 

stable wealth, but trade and traffic supply thtt nee4e ot 

the Hebrews in euch a .. nner that to no atate nnd rank of 

the City are they dangerous and troubleeo•. lhat beyoll4 

that with great Terieimilitude one can iDYeetiaate tbe 

cause or eome notable expulsion• of the Hebr•••• 

In may cities or Ger-.ny it happened in 1the ti• of 

Godfrey of Bouillon, on the occaaion of the Cruea4e to tile 

Holy Land, that the eoldiery,becoming stirred 11.p agatnat 

any nation that wae not Christian, carried out againat 
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the wretched Bebren -morable and pitiful •laughter. 

There •• almost no place of exile tor th•• and in ill• 

111D4 of peoples hatred for and aTeraion tor the Bation be­

e&• ouat0111U7. I11 Prance at the Tery time that tbe alaach· 

ter at the band• of the Knights Ter.;»l&r occurred. aleo Tft'7 

• .. •r• deoreea of confiscation and exile were tulllinated 

against the Hebrews for the causes noted in the historiee. 

They were 4i'iTeD out of Spain in the ti .. of King 

Perdinand and Queen Isabella after the subjection of the 

•oore ot Granada. And if one •iehee to attribute another 

cause, that ot a pure religious seal, one can co~ecture 

that witb their kingdoms full of Moore and MoballmeclaDa, 

though in appearance Christian, they did not want to aupport 

in their kingdome eucb a great mass of BebreWB and Jloora 

separated from the common religion. But the Bebre .. alom 

numbered a halt million, ae I haTe aatd. 'liberetore there 

could easily take place among the aboTe-mentloned natioaa 

some plotting leading toward a rebelliona for the Rebrewa 

and Koors were equally conquered and discontented subjects. 

And if that were really not so. appearances alone were aut­

ticient to nake those princes euepicioue. Therefore they 

resolTed to leaeen Jealousy and banish rather the Hebrewa 

than the Koors, for the latter were •ore necessary to their 

kingdoJllll in agriculture and the practice of skill• Ulan 

the Bebrewa who were depriTed of such callings. ID a4di• 
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tioa, the Koore were not baniehed in order to irritate 

this group Which still presert'ed its earl7 terocit7 and 

which had a moat powerful head ot ite own religion. 

With regard then to the King ot Portugal who a lit­

ll• later took the eame action against the Bation, (88) 

persuaded oontinuall7 by the aboTe-mentioned Ferdinand and 

Isabella, in hie count~ the attempt wae directed and a1mecl 

rather at conTersion than at exclusion and exile. The 

Portuguese king poeeeesed through naTigation many countrie• 

on the African coast and planned to 111.ke new acquiaitione 

in the Indies a nd to spread hie dominion still farther. 

Thus, he needed lllLl'J.Y people to make up such ezpeditione, 

his own population being exhausted or eubjecte beoawse of 

the enallneaa and narrowness of hie kingdom (Which wae a 

not too large portion of Spain and in itself little hab-

i table). Therefore, he tried to con•ert to the Christian 

religion a great number of Hebrews who then were in hie 

kingdom, ha•ing arri•ed there through the exile of the 

abo•e-mentioned Ferdinand and Isabella. The king wanted 

to add a nd join them to hie own people and to .. ke uee of 

them in his undertakings, na•igations, and colonies and 

did not care whether Tiolence was used in a matter of faith 

and religion. Wherefore he published a haugbt7 and cruel 

decree of sudden exile and total conf iacation of wealth 

against those who were not willing to consent to the abo.e-
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mentioned conTereion (as such an eTent 1• related in the 

history of the Tery eloquent Bishop Osoriue). The result 

was that about a hund.re4 thousand were disposed and reaol­

Ted to obey him. and the ... 11er part accepted ban1ehllent 

and preferred exile. 

(88b) Thie ie •• mob as one can discourse about the 

causes of auch eTenta which happened before ou?jime and 

are wrapped up in the darkness ot the unsearchable heart• 

of princes. 

Con•ideration XVIII. 

Herein the di1persi on ot the Bebteg an4 Yltir 
poeition under nriouo potentatee agd \htir ng­
ber is discus1ed. 

Peoples and nations have their periods preecribe4 no 

less than all other 11Undane things. They are warned t.bat 

when they are at the eummit of taTor and applause, th97 

may tall headlong into the abyss of obliTion. The poet 

eaid1 "lluoiono le Citt&, Xuoiono 1 Regn!. Copre 1 faati 

e le pompe arena ee herba." 

There are t~o ways in whi ch things come to an end. 

A thing may e i ther be corrupted entirely and be transform­

ed into something else, or, retaining its own essence, 

i ts simple shape nay be broken and deformed by a dieaolu­

tion or its continuity as in the case of crushed glaa• and 

water that is separated. In the same manner nationa are 
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destroyed and come to an end. Chaldea, Persia, Greece, 

and Rome and all the heathen world were entirely diasolT­

ed and disappeared and became tranetonned through a new 

met.amorphoeia. Wherefore of eome ot them we know toda7 

only the name. Of othera (89) only some fragments of 

their memories are preaerYed like planks which escaped 

from a shipwreck. With regard to the Hebrew Nation there 

did not occur such mutations and cbangea1 and though it 

was beaten and diTided almost into infinite portions, beat­

en and dispersed through the 11bole world, it kept in great 

part the identity of ite eeeentiality. And there ie no 

doubt that by itself the Nation would not baTe bad 110 1mab 

Tigor to oppose the edacity of time and to free itself -
from the fierce insults heaped upon it for a apaoe of about 

sixteen hundred years, but all that depended upon the will 

ot God who preeerTed the Nation for ends mainfeet to Bill. 

And if indeed captiTity and dispersion are the gi-eateat 

calamitjea that can befall a people and a nation, render­

ing it base and abject, the acorn and derision ot peoples, 

nonetheless these ecourgee are a most eff icacioue reaed.7 

tor duration and preserYation1 tor they remoTe from the 

ruling princes jealousy and suspicion and from the die-

""' traought people, pride and boaatiaa, for the7 become bumble 

and tanageable. 

The ancient Hebrew teaehers obeerTed that »alaaa after 
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ha4t'ing been first an enem;y of the Hebrew people then ~ ted 

to bless them in order to J1Bke himself appear re4t'erent1al 

to Goel and likened the people to a 4t'ery high a~d robust 

cedar. And Ahijah, the Shilonite, a Hebrew, iD p1ognoe­

ticating eome evil for the people, compared them to a reed 

in the swamp which mo4t'es at nery (89b) wind. 

(89b) Wherefore the teachers eay that the threat and -
execre.tion of the true and pious Silonite prophet who com­

pared the Hebrews to a pliant and flexible reed, which 

yields before e4t'ery Yiolence and therefore renaine whole, 

were better than the blessing of the rescally pseudO•pl"O• 

phet who compared the people to the cedar which, in ual .. 

force against the violence tnd tury ot whirlwinds and the 

Yehement blowing of winds, b often finally loosened from 

ite rootea •Electitur obseQuio cur.atus ab arbore ramu1. 

Frangas ei Tiree experiere tuas.• The dispersion of the 

people has not only helped make them yielding before eur­

eriore, but it has also guarded them from innoYations in 

dogmas and rites, for they were not able to meander about 

and spread through the world through a division and diTer­

sion of the component pa.rte of the Nation. 

With regard to the number of Hebrews one cannot giYe 

it exactly, for we have no certain kno•ledge of all the 

places they live. With regard to the Ten Tribes who were 

captured by Shalmanezer before the destruction ot the tiret 
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Temple , no certain information ia known concerning th• 

eTen though today the entire world hae been eearohed and 

disoOTered. ~eginning with the Bastern part we bow that 

under the Pereian king a great number, with middling tree­

doa, has taken refuge. The state of the Turkish ruler i• 

the principal center or the Nation not only because it wae 

(90) their place of dwelling in former tiaee, but alao be­

cause of the ooncouree ot Hebrews who bad been expelle4 

from Spain, a great portion of 11hom finally came under Ttark­

ieh dc:minion. The cauae of euch a mOTemeot was firet the 

granting b,y the Turks of the right to practice the Hebrew 

religion, a right * ioh they granted to all tbo were 41f'-

~rent than they in the ... tter of religion. Andeinoe there 

•a an infinite number or Greek• and o,,aener• ot other 

rit.ea, no reflection waa .. de concerning the Hebr.... Ia 

addition they are permitted the poeaeeaion ot _etable ... 1th 

and the practice of any profeeeion at allt and with •• ao-­

ili~ among the Turke the question ot th• poa••••ion of land 

raised no question. The Greets, too, poeaeaaed a great 

deal ot land, and the Turke thelD8e1Tes, for th• •oat 11&rt 

applied themaelTea to the workinc aktlle. The Turke attend 

to the militia and the go•ernment of the peojle tn euch a 

way that there ia no occasion for hatred and strife. One 

might be led to say that circumcieion, being practiced both 

by Hebrewe and Turks, would cause eome friendly relatio•­

ahip; but that is not true because experience teaches that 
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as a baeie tor a clearer underst&ncling, as I haTe already 

shown. They belieTe that although the T&lue of meritor­

ious deeds ie great in the eight of Goel and although th•T 

practice them to a great extent, they should accolll}>&f17 

them with faith. They affirm the tree4om ot the will, 

and they consider thie to be the principal article of their 

belief. They affir• likewise that the merite ot othera can 

~ thoee who are imperfect, and the li•ing pray (91) tor , . 

the eoule of the dead. They eay that the •indication of 

the pentinent ie real and not putati•e and abeo·lutorT1 ae 

Cal•in hae held. And if indeed the nue of purgatory ia not 

mentloned frequently in their authors, they cliT'icle into 

three the fate of the eoule - the aoule are eeparatecl with 

regard to beatitude, finite temporal penalti••• and etern­

al ones - tor they hold that God abaol•ea guilt. but ne•er­

the lees exacte the penalty. Their prayers are1 .. c1. in 
/ 

the Hebrew language, not in the bulgar tongue • which .. t. 

tera are discueaed and aired in the treatise 0~1 Dogmae 

and Ritee {Jiot extan\]. 

In the Low Countries they are treated wltbi •ery great 

charity and kindneee, aa in Ameterdam, Rotterda&, and Ham­

burg. These are places llhich, because of the t'louriehiq 

of the mercantile profeeeion, grant ht.mane aeyl.Ull to all. 

Toward the West then there re•ine on~ Italy, and on the 

coast o! Africa the kingdom of Fes and ~orocco., 
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With regard to Ital.J thq receiTe uniyeraall7 ti'• 

the princes protection and faTora, and their indulgence• 

and pri•ilegee are honorecl without an7 change. But einoe 

the aitiation here ie under the e7• ot eTeryone, it ia not 

necesaary that I dwell on it at length. I belieTe the Heb­

rews here number twenty-f 1Te thouaan4. 

In t1Drocco and Yes and in other neighboring oiti•• 

(91b) the Hebrews are not under Turk ish rule. A Ter7 great 

number of them is in these cities. for some of the ezilee 

from Caetile an4 Portugal went there also because of the 

nearness ot the places. It ie aaid that there i• an infin• 

ity of Hebrews in the Mediterranean cities of Africa, bQt 

because this ie unfrequented an4 unknown countr)", the num­

ber cannot be giTen with certainty. The opinion• and 4og­

nas of all thie Nation, eo 41•1ded, torn, and di .... berecl, 

are uniforms the ceremonial rites are the ea.me and the H.._ 

~rewa differ only in non-essential matters and then onl7 

slightly. Wherefore Ruan, the enemy of the Iation aa14 

to King Ahasuerus (Bather 3.8)1 •There ia a certain people 

scattered abroad and dispersed among the peoples in all 

the proTincea of thy kingdoms and in their la•• are diTerae 

from those ot eTery pedp1e•. Among so -.n;y charges one 

could not hide this condition of uniformity, with T&ria­

tion in customs alone - a considerable diTereit7 tor the 

reason abOTe-noted. 

-
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Thie is as much as hae come to s:r mind to say wi~ 

regard to this Batton in eo far ae it »•rtains to t.he ia­

tereste ot prince and »eoples who giTe shelter to it, aal 

particularl7 to the Kost Serene Venetian Bepublic, tblch 

with so much benignit7 reoeiTee it into it• etates an4 pro­

tecte it with its cuetam&J'7 justice and cleaenc7. Venice 

abhors and detests in lte ~ery action that unjust and 1n­

h111an saying of the lmploua etate ... n Photin118 uttered to 

the 7oung ez:rperor Ptole~, aa Lucan eang in the J'harsalias 

(i2) Dat penae lau4ata tides, cua suetlnet laquit 

Qaoe fortuna premit, fatie accede deieque, 

Bt cole felicee, mieeroe fuge, eydera terra, 

Ut distant, 80 fla'llllll marl, sic utile recto. 

When this was pronounced, it produced treachery against 

the greatest nrrior who 11Ted in that centur71 I Man tm 
slaying of the great Pompe7. With hie decapitation the 

head of Ro ... n liberty was slaughtered and cut, and a monu­

ment of eternal intam;y was erected to the one who approT•d 

V euch an exercrable sentence. Rather my the Most Serene 

Republic be subject to that prophecy expressed by the Tery 

prudent father to a pious son (as Vergil simulates) that 

he (the son) would later bring forth the grandeur and glor7 

of the Ronan people. And then perhape one day• throup 

the benignity of the HeaTene, the Republic, which is the 

rinl of Rome in Tirtue, could also be the emulator of 

her triumpbes 
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Tu egere Imperio populoe Romane memento, 

~ tibi erunt artee paoleque imponere mor• 

Parcere eubiectie, 80 debellare euperboa. 

tppp 

r 
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