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IHTROLUCTION




CHAPTER I

IRTRODUCTION

#Who was Habbl Israel itn al-Rakaws and what
type of man vwas he? Scholurs tell us that outside of
the gruesome detzils of his death we know nothing of hils
life. EBEut purely in conjecture we misht hazard that our
guthor was Lorn aroundéd the beginning of the second quar-
ter of the fourteenth century in Toledo, Spain. lie may
heve received nis educstion at the hands of Isasc ibn
Sid who edited tlie famous Alplionsine sstronomical
tables and who was reader ot the synagogue at Toledo
and may ctill have lbeen alive and active in al-Nakawa's
early youth, or else at the hands of Shemtob icn Shaprul
one of Toledo's contemporary scholurs. Al-iakawsa's
widdle years came periaps durdng the reign of Peter, under
whom, although he was surnzmed 'the Cruel! ;he Jews of

Toledo "reached the zenith of their power". As hss

bteen noted, all this, of course, is conjecture.

1. kargolis, kax L. and Marx, Alexander, A History of
the Jewish People, p.440 s gy




Of somewhat stronger fibre is the picture
we mey draw of the personaiity of Israel Ibn al-Nakawa.
His lLenorat Ha-ikaor shows that he received rull and
excellent training in the Jewish learning of his day aud
we may further surmise that he lived to a wature age, for
such wisdom and such an outlook on life as he demonstrates
could only have come with the yeanrs, He loved the llter-
ature of his pcople and he loved his people. He cour-
ceived of Judaism not merely as & creed to believe but
as & way of life to be lived to the full. He was demand-
ing without being severe and principled without bteing a
martinet. He loved uankind because mankind was the liv-
ing testimony of One for whom he had a greater love.
God existed for them and they for Him and the Torah was
the path upon which they might approach each other.
Ferhaps al-llakaws murrled early in life
and kis wife must neve bLieen a second Beruriah and thelr
marriage possilLly vlessed with two sons. The famlly
must have been a hapuy one, perhuaps even an inspiring
one if we are to judge by his idees on and sttitudeas to-
ward marrliage as an institution. Plous, God-fearing und
mar-loving, ne rejoiced in th; Toran all liis days untlil
he died his nartyrs desth--murtyr to the God he revered,
toc the peovle he loved, and to the Torah which hud been
te him throughout his 1llfe a lLenorat La-isor upon the

pathe he trod.
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se know for a fact that al-Rakawa dled to-
gether with Judah ben Asher in the Toledo massacres of
1701. He was descended from a pious and lesrned family
who where known for their hospitality and support of
Jewish scholsrship sud who had been prominent in Toledo
for many generations.

The latter yeears of the fourteenth century
were not happy ones for the Jews of Spaln and heralded
the wretched misery which was to be their future lot in
that once happy haven. The fratricldal wsr Letween Don
Pedro the son of &Alfonso XI and his illegitimate half-
brother, Hemry de Trastamara, in which the Jews had taken
prominent rpert in faevor of the former had exhausted toth
the material and spiritusl energies of the Jewish com-

munity whose very existence was imperiled when Don Pedro

was finally defested.

"T'he unhappy war and the evils follewing in its
trail hed stunted thie Jewish mind and deverted
it from intellectual to mz=terial interests.
Disorguanization proceeded with great strideas.
Indifference to sclentific work resulted in

so general an ignorance that whut formerly
every tyro was familisr with now passes for
transcendant wisdom." 1

I¢ wee such a situstion which Al-lakswa
saw and bemouned and it was the alleviution of such &

condition which was his objective in writing the uenorat-

l. Greetz, H., History of the Jews, Vol. IV, v. 140
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He-idaor. These ressons the author himself outlines in

his Introduction which is written in rhymed orose:

"The congregstion of the Lord is in exile and her majesty
is broken. her glory and her might are fallen. Troubles
run wild anéd anguish is heavy. Knowledze is decressing
und lesrning is forgotten.” f Or in the words of

Enelow in the Introduction to his edition: "With so much
derkness rouné about him he (Al-Nakawa) felt there was
perticulaer need for thne ciffusion snd perpetustion of

the 1light of Isruel's relizion, of the Torah." ¢ More-

over there was a need for & new presentation of such ma-

terial ss Al-lskews produced. liot only were the older

works rare tecause cf the usual labor and difficulty in-
volved in copying, but also we msy assume that masses of
Jewish books were burned and otherwise destroyed at the
time LY Judaism's fanatical enemies.

The title of the work lienorat Ha=-.sor was
suzgected to Al-Nakawa, as he tells us in his introduction,
by a fizure who appesred to nim in a dream and urged him

to ctezin the task of writing. That he was gualified to

1. Israel ibn al-Nakawa, Lenorst Ha-iaor, =dited Ly H.G.
Znelow, Vol. I, p.ll.

“e Ibid, lliid’ J.ntI‘Oduction u.l&-
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engage in Such an enterprise from the standprint of piety
ve can only surmise but we mey assume from the point of
view of leasrning that he was excellently equipped for
his work. when we note the wide scope of the sources he
uses and the facility with which he uses tkhem we can not
help but feel that he was well at home in the vast liter-
ature of Judsism. The items of that litersture which he
used for tue basis of his work as they are rentioned in
his introcuction are as follows: The Bible, the kishnah
anéd the Tosephta, the Bsbylonian and Palestinian Talmuds,
the kekilte, the Siphra and the Siphre, Pirke H. Eliezer,
the Fesikta, the Halakot Gedolot, the Sepher hekalot,
wmidrash Hazit, widrash Hashkem, kidresh Tanhuma, Xidrash
Yelammecenu, widrash K. Nehunyah b. Hs-Kansh, hesponse
of the Geonim, Hupat Ellyahu fabba and Zuta, hidrash
nsbba, various responsa, Pirke i. keir, the works of
weimonides, the works of Nachmonides, the Turim of A,
Jacob L. Yeniel, the Sidaur of n. Sardya and the Siddur
of . amram.

vesides these which Al-Kakawa himself men-
tions in his Introcduction, there are, as Dr. Enelow
points out, other sources wnich the author mentionSwhen
ne cuotes tuew but not in the Introduction. These sare
the Sepher wiswot Godol by h. woses of Coucy, the

Sha'lare Teshubah and the Huyye Olum by n. Jonsh Gerondil
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the Hilkot _eshuban by K. Eleazar of Worms, the works of
He Isa.c al-Fasi, the works of h, Asher b. Yenhiel, the
works of H., abranem L. David, the works of R. Isruel ILn
Isrsel, K. Sasdya Gaon's smunot we-Deot, R. Bahya Ibn
vakudan's Hobot Ha-Lebabot, Orhot Saddikim, Sepher Ha
Yashar, and iidrash Yeni Or. ooume of these sources sare
Lot exista.t today except as they may be found quoted in
this and other works.

There is very liittle materiel of an original
nature in the Look. It consicts mainly of hundreds of
maxiss of a gnomic nature and many midrasiim. The work
as & whole is comiletely aggacic. lenorat Ha-haor is di-
vided into twenty main sections each of which begins with
a verse containing an acrostic of the author's name and
eachh of which deals with certain phases of Judaism, its
religion, ethics and ceremonisl observance, The twenty
chapters are on Charity, Prayer, Reoentance, Humility,
Fixed Hours of Study, the Commandments and 4heir Pulfil-
went, Acts of liercy, Observance of Sabozth and Holy-Days,
honoring of rarents, ilarrisse, Educstion of Cihildren,
Upright Conduct in Business, rrcper sdminictrution of
Justice, Contentment, Eqhnimity, avoidance of Flattery
und Deception, Love of Comrudes and Their Considerate
Treztment, Cleanness of Speech, Keeping a Friend's
Secret, and Good ..am.ers,

As we can sees from these clhianter headlngs,
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there are few phases of humen 1life and encdeavor which
our suthor ..eglects. In his treatment, Al-llakawa brings
home one inescanazble point clearly and emphatically--
thet the writings of the sages and Rabbis, their poli-
cies and attitudes were predominantly human and natural.
They avolded extremes of severity in regard to religious
excesses almost as zealously =& they avoided evil. In-
deed they rezarded such excesses as evil., <“hey were con-
cerned with the task of forging implemnents of Judaism
by which the masses of the people could shape their own
lives. The Torah was a chart for life, the wisdom of
which survasses understanding, but the rewards and vir-
tues of which were obvicus and splendid. It was not
enough to belisve in God and Torsh, it was enough only
when subl itting to God's vlan for mankind one lived in
the revesled light of the Torah. The practice of
Judaism was not intended merely to please God; the prace
tice and living of Jpdeism was intended, end this second
purpose is not of lesser importance, to make man moral
smd his 1ife happy. Judaism was not only the best way
Lo worsiiip; it was the Lest way to live.

ine purpose of the menorat Ha-iaor and all
8imil r ethlicsl works was to bring this concept home to

thie minds of the people. That they succeeded is »roven

by the continued life of the Jewish veople. There is
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no "miracle" of Jewish survival. Just as there is no
mirecle involved winen a stout snip nanned by a stout crew,
guided by expert pilots and following a course churted
by & lkaster navigator comes szfely home to port despite
the severest storms, so there is no 'miracle! to our sur-
vivael. <he only wonder tuat may exist is that the worth
of ship, snd men, >ilots and Havigator are not more widely
recognized.

Une of the chief values of al-lhakawa's work
is his obvious atiitude that tae principles he exalts
and the meuns for attsining them which he outlines are
not high in the heavens nor far zcross some distant sea.
That the people may be in some doubt as to wiat is rizht
aid 8s to the best .eans of achieving thet right he ad-
mits and so his candelabrum is for the purpose of show-
ing that right and its path. OUnce so shown mankind is
perfectly capable of living the moral 1life. and so by
proverb and story, Ly maxim and exauple Al-liakawas tells
us of what that morality consirts. From the simplie
style and plessant mood of his Look we may assume tnat
it was intended for what in his tine constituted "pop-
alar consumvtion". The stories and umaxims are woven
together in a sort of loose bLut effective continuity.
The work reveals s deep and loving insizght into human

naoture znd oerticularly inco the Jewish heart and temper-

ament.
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Al-Nalkawa seems never to have distributed

his work to any extent but it se-ms to have been ex-

tensively studied in another form under the name of
Sepher Ha-liusar published in the name of Judah Ibn
Kaslatz Ly his grandson. Ibn Kaalatz is said to have
come into contact with al-Nakawa's work and made a cody
of it for hi{own personal use. Later his grandson, think-
ing it was an original pilece of writing had it published
and it beca..e very popular.

The one existing copy of al-Nakawa's manu-

| script is in the codeleian Lidrary, Oxford, England

which Dr. H.G5. Enelow edited in four volumes during the
years 1929-1932. The excellence of Dr. Enelow's edi-
tion nas beea pruised time and time agalin and needs no
further compliment from the oresent writer. Dr. Znelow!s
edition was puvlished LY the Sloch Publishing Company
in lew Zork.

This present work is based upon Chapters
IX,A, und XI of .enorat lHa-suusor and these ure the first
thr~e chapters of the fourth volume of the Enelow edi-

tion.
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CHAPTER II

WARRIAGE

"Judaism regaerds the establishment of fami-
ly life through marriase as a duty obligatory on mankind
and sees in the entrance into the marriage relution an
act of life's supremest consecration.” 4 In such words
does Dr. LKaufmann Kohler express the Jewish idenl of the
institution of marrisge, and we find this ideal stressed
time and time again throughout the sectlions of Lenorat

Ha-;gor undsr discussion.

as arriagze ordained by God

0f course any duty characterized as one 'obli-
isatory on mankind' is of Divine orizin. Perhups the best
1llustration of the idea that marriage is ordained LY God
is the statement which tells us that lorty days before s
child is born the bus kol izoes forth and amnounces: "The
daucghter of Soandso is destined to be married to Soandsol”

And, tiws, according to this autihority, at lesast, marriages

1. Kohler, Kaufmann, Jewish Theology, p.316
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1
are made in heaven. Of course the statment is Haggadic
but it is highly indicative of the attitudes toward mar-
risge which permeated Kebbinic thinking, MNerrlage stemmed

straight from God and must be regarded accordingly.

£. lecessity of Larriaze

In the ovening remerks of his tenth chapter

Al-llakawa revealgrgﬁé basic Jewish reason for holding the
family in such high regard and for maintaining the mar-
riage is the ioral destiny of every man. it 1is purely
and simply because no nman is in any way complete without
a mate. Until a man has found and married his wife he is
only half complete for when he has left his home and parents
ard has established his own home then he and his wife to-
gether are one flesh ”’ﬂ‘?ﬁ??i Hﬂt}#l‘l I’?ICJ’IC € c ?J"f’/a 4

3hic )l?rl’))l (Gen,2.24) X As one reads through
thlis section one becomes more and more convinced that what
wight 'at first appesr to he nothing more than a clever piece
of homiletics does in truth express a fundamental attitude
of Judaism towards the lu.ortance and necessity of marriage.
In the 1light of wnat we reud in thils material it becomes

increasingly evident that Judaism regards & man as not

In this chspter, unless otherwise indicsted, the references
in numerals refer to jage and line of the tenth chapter,
Vol.IV of uenorat Heewnaor,

die 27014; '-“OB. Sanh.22a
2. 37.13ff; Zohar,III, p 7a




truly a man, not truly developed spiritually and emotional-
ly until he had mavured in the rich and varied atmosphere
of marriasge and of all thet marriage implies. <The re-
sponsibilities, the pleasures, the conglomerate experiences
of married life are vital in order thet the individual's
personality develop and grow into the full vigor and

beauty of the blossom of menhood. I+ is interesting to
note than in the larger sense Israel was not completely

Israel, until she had been merged with God throush the

1
tuilding of the Temple. Jr2 WJI?/ ﬂ yer )wJJ(;IH?V N1PNEI P2

3 hic lf-)fJ 23/1,'1) So vital to human welfare did God Hims:1f
hold marriage and the family to be that whoever does marry
and beget ciildren helps to keep the Shekina with Israe%
wnile he who does not marry casuses the Shekina to be re-

2
oved from Israel.

C. qualties of the worthy Wife

It 1s understood that marrjage can fulfill
these functions of enzbling man to achileve Lis full sta-
ture and of uniting God with Isrsel only when the man has
chosen his wife wisely and well. It is in an effort to
aid the individual in =zeking such a choice that Al-Nakaws
i@ the authorities he cltes direct a greet deal of their

wisdom. The terms most often used to denote a wise choice

are [{ NI or [[ ))JIP) . an unseemly

1. 37.16
S 36.17,' T.8. Yeb. 63b=-64a
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lf’lfn hé . We are told that

one of the fundamental reusoans for the importance of the

choice would be

chioice of a worthy wife is so that the Torsah wlll not be
violnted. For 1f a man is unwise in his choice he will
violste four commandments of the Law, two positive and
two negative. The two former are: Love thy brother as
thyself" and "Thy brother shall live =ith thee". Substi-
tuting 'wife' for 'fellow' and 'brother! as cones R. Nathan
it is eusily obvious that once 8 man has married unwisely
and his folly begins to menifest itself to him, certainly
he will be unable to love his wife =nd so he will divorce
her and she will no longer live with him. As for the two
negutive commandments:"'hou shalt not take vengeance" and
" hou shalt not hate thy bLrother in thy heart", these two
must be broken if a man has wed wrongly: he shsll surely
hute nhis wife and shall take vengsance by divorcing her. i
In order to avert such dire catastrophe
Irom the vast household of Israel Al-KNakawa goes to much
length to list the gualities which snhould attract a man
to a wonan as his prospective bLricde and to warn him from
tizoze aitrections which ere superficial and misleadinge.
=bhove all, a man must sacrifice everything ?e has in order
to marry the daughter of a "talmid hochom" - for she was

the true aristocracy of Jewish womanhood. for when a

1. 44 .3ff; Abot d'k. Nathan, Vers. A. Chapt.26
::. 41-71‘:‘; Tﬂl. b.’ I‘e‘.‘:. ';?2




man marries such a womsn he can be certain that even though
something shoulé happen to him his chkildren would still be
reared in the Toran, the importance of which need hardly
be stressed here. : Generally speaking, the most inmportant
Tactor is family background and we are led to belleve that
by and large & woman who comes from a fine family usually
reflects nothing but credit toth upon herself and her
nusband. 3By no mesns should the prospective groom set store
by external beauty since Fﬁ‘ WSR2 N2 harepNs) ‘a1’ ) Jrel
phid>) Nl PN NeaN? "beauty is not rraiseworthy when
it is limited to zppesrance but only when it is reflected
in gracious and worthy actions.” : lor should a2 man merry
for money nor for the sake of bettering himself through
his wife's family pu/a}nl naleo e 232 )y 'Iﬁ’ KR pe NI f’.
yzoen ))(C? YAl r(?".)"since any love bused upon 8 gross aat-
ter shall not endure for when_the matter Pecomes worthless,
the love slso is destroyed." - Therefore a man must base
his love and affection not upron those cualities which sre
transitory and lisble to change but upon those which are
more worthy and more deedly rooted in the nature of the
women. These gualities are piety and good deeds, humility,

end greciousness.

l. 42.21ff; T.5. Pes. 49b
. 40.191;
Z. 44,21f; atot 5.16

[
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Thus we see evidenced aqaig,in the very hu-
man and natural matter of choosing one's wife, the same
regard for human virtues and ethical excellences which find
expression in every aspect of Jewish life and which is the
very bedrock of Judsism. And once ag=in we see thst this
regard is not merely for 'virtue's seke'! but because the
itabblis reszlized that only through nlety and ethical actlion
and humility could real nappiness for the family come
about. Why snould a man not marry for beauty? Not merely
because beauty is vain but because once the beauty has
gone with time, so a2lso will his z2ffection go; dissatis-
faction will arise, resulting in the unnhappiness of di-
vorce or & long and endless period of bickering and misery
with its resultant wretched effect uvon the family and

the community.

D. Duties of the wife and Husband toward each other.

idaving once been favored with the choice of
some fine young man, the dutles of the wife begin. liow
sne must show her husband that he has done well in the mat-
ter of the selection of a wife. her duties are many and
cesanding. Not only must she attend to the needs of the
household and the training of the children, she must also
be the guardian of the finances. She must adapt herself
to lker lLusband'g every mood, cheer him, advise him, com-

fort him. She 1s recuired to take special cure as to his
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food, to respect his confidence and she is, of course,
to love and guurd her husband as the 'apple of her eye'.

L.oreover, she must have great respect for ner husband's

femily end must be ready to forgo her own customs and

habits if they do not conform to his, must, indeed, make

his will hers to the extent that she becomes knowvn as
y2rh? ka Nee p? fine daughter of her hustand rather

than the dsughter of her father. She is to spesk only

when necesssry and should leave her home but infreguently: :

and no metter how well-to-do her husband is and no matter

how many servants there may be in the house it is lher duty

clways to take 2 full part in the work to te donej for as

is well known, idleness breeds iniguity. :

The plcture here presented seems rather a
severe one snd st first glance we might come to the con-
clusion that the wife, more tnan anytiiing, is s servan
to her husbandéd. HNothing could be further from the truth.
ve must first undorstand that although 1t would seen
thiat she has very little will of her own and must devote

her every effort to the changing moods and decires of her

husband, she will be such an ideal wife only to an ideal

1. 32.6Lf
£. 69.5ff; Wishnah, hetub. V.5

ll-r
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husband and that she will find herself happy to the direct
retio thet she dsvotes herself to nhim. Al-Nskawa illus-
trates this by a very apt parshble of a woman who was about
to zive her daughter in marriage. Just before she conducted
her daughter to the home of the groom, she gave her the
following sdvice;
"Ly daughter, stand before your husvand continu-
ally ané serve him with respect snd reverence.
fhen he will huwable himself before you and will
be a servant to you and will honor you as a
gueen. But if jyou are arrogant, then he will
be arrcgant toward you, will think nothing of
vou, will conduct himself as your master and to
nim you will be no vetter than one of the serv-
ing girle." 1
The duties of a good wife are rencated and
expanded upon several times in Al-khakawa's chapter tut
the attitudes and duties of a an towerd his wife ¥e summed
us in an admonition so significant as to be much more
rich in nmeaning then the long lists of wifely cbligations.
we are told that if a wan hias = good wife, piouns and uo-
dest, not ziven to ornament in her dress, and as failth-
full ané loving to ner husband wnen he is poor as well
gs whien nhe is wealthy, when he has grown old ss well as
in uie youth then concerring such a wife it is written:
|hej |i7e? [t/lc p?!r{-9’l.ﬁ/ NI? l’lc A man re-
ceives blessings only for the sake of his wife. If God

is the source from whom 211 blessings flow, then surely
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a worthy wife provides the channel through which they
cone. ; In such a light is a2 man to regard his wife

and in such a light must he conduct himself toward her,
continually showing her the highest honor. This is 1l-
lustrated Ly the injunction that 2 man nust dress nimself
worse than he can afford, hls children as well as he can
afford, and kis wife better than he can afford. : In all
ways he must accord her honor and respect. A&nd even as
she is enjoined to h=crken to her husband's advice so 1es
he expected to take ner advice, especially if she is a
pious and virtuous woman. On this voint there is a dif-
ference of ovinion: Some say that this is to be true in
seneral while others insist that a wife'g advice is useful
and of worth only in maiters pertaining to the household

and he who heeds his wife in other, wortily matters will

=
“

rue it.

Since the senorat HZe-.sor is a collection

of' opinions we cannot take one ststement in it and say:
"inis is Judaism's ettitude". Andé so in this very impor-
tant problem of the position of tlie voman, the wife,in

Jewlsh society we must try to sense the basic conception

l- E}:--lls T.E‘. E- Ees. 59&
e 3P4
. 39,1ff.T.5. B. kes. 592




that lies benecath whaet appear to be differing attitudes.
It is true that we nave here a picture of a wife who must
tend to her husband's every need snd wish; who rust answer
prowptly when he calls; who must subjugate her desires to
hi§ and her customs and habits to his sc that she may come
to be called "her husband's dsughter." and although this
igs but one side of the coin we shall stop with it for tiwe
moment with this thougnt: what do men rejuire of thelr
deities. Is it not that the deity grant their wishes,
hear their pruyers, fill thelir needs? OCranted that thls
is not the c-ncept of théologians but that of the common
men, we @re concerned with the common man in this discus-
sion. ~nd becsuse men reguire these taings of their deities
Lave we the rigut to say that the men consider thelr
deities inferlor to themselves? The ldesa is folly. Like-
wise, becsause & nman may mulke certain de:.ands upon his
wife, vecause siie too nust imnow his needs and fulfill
them, this does not .:ean that he conceives of her neamly
but rather tihat she occuples an exalted ststus in his
iife und in lLiis thinkins. It is true that the position
the womun in Judeism nay be different thun that of
the A&ﬂ)wit is not necessurily less exalted.
"“oth husband andéd wife huve a sphere of their own
in which they should rule. The outside world with

its sccial obliguations is man's, the domestic life
womar's. And only wutual understanding and mutusl
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consideration should guide each and not obsecuicus-

ness snd lordliness. 1
in such a way does Dr. Ksufmsnn nohler characterize the
Rabbinical conception of the relations between husband
and wife. when we regard tlie obvious respect and nonor
in which a man must regard his wife we are convinced
tliat in truth she is 'flesh of his flesh', their lives in-
tertwinins in wutual love and respect so that each becomes
a part eof the otner to the extent that it is simost fool-
ish to make distinctions., A wife is one to be chisriched,
to be treasured, the merit by which her hwusbanc and her
fumily recelve the blessin s of God. Thus the picture
we get in these writings is a lovely and a wholesome onc.
50 greatly is a man's wife to be cherisihed that should
sue dile it 1s as great a catastrophe for him as thoush
tle Tenplg in Jerusalcm had been destroyed during nis
lifetiue.u To the Jewish mind znd neurt, of course, there

is no gresater trugedy.

Z. hdultery

One of the greatest uroblems to Jewish
eti:ical thinkers was that of adultery. So heinous did
Ltiiey hold that evil to be th;tgthose wito indulged in

L

it were cousidered idoleters. And when one realizes

1. hokler, Lau™aann, paper on "harmonization of the Jew-
ishi and Clvil Lawe of larriage and Divorce", Central
Confe—euce of anerican habbis Yeartook, V.25, r.335(f,
<. 68.4f; Pirke R. Blieczer, Chap.2?

Ze 53,15, Yemenite Mragment, Ch., 18




-20-

in what contempt and disgrace the idolaters were held

one can eusily see what an abomination adultery was
considered to be. Furtheraore we learn that not only do
adulterers bLresk the seventh commandment but when they
comait thet act they are actually transgressing against
the whole decslo;ue.l Oone of the reausons that adullery
is so ter-ible an offense i- that while most other traus-
sressions involve only the individual himself in their
suilt, adultery involves not one but two deople. Thires
fore how much more obnoxinus is that crime which not only

csuses one o°rgmm to =in but also causes him to lead some

-
o=

one else into the sane sin.
ihe punishment lor adultery is certain und
devastating. 1t is adultery whiich causes the grest
=
drousats of the world uand it was because of sdultery in

et
o
"y

the mils tiie peosie of Igrsel wnich czused tnen to

be scattered into exile among the nations., &dultsry

alons with slender andi evil government is one of the three
offencses which call Tor certain punistment in Gehiiom.
Sueh »unishuuent iz as certain to come as a man is cer=

e
tain Léﬁ:urnt by a fire in his btosom and to have his

feet scorciied were ne to wuallkk uvon hot coals. and

’_ ']

. ’;.5; Hu. ‘I\beall 9.12
- 7.7f?‘; ‘;ema i“l"as_‘,. C_ﬂ. 17

z, 61.12f; Ivid, Ch, 18

o




just as certainly PJ”" {I- N)gN ”}’JJ "f-u{o',‘ j)lff /)’ k72 [’

.0 man who has intercourse with the wife of another will
ve saved from the decree of Gehinnom." ; Indeed so ter-
rivle is the transgression znd so horriple the punish-
ment that one of the especizl duties of the soul which
3od created within man is to gusrd him ageinst the evil

of edultery.

. hielations with neathens

also greetly to be guusrded against was mar-
ri:-ge and intercoure with the hsathen, as we may well ex-
pect. It was feared tint if a man married a heatheness
she would lesd him from his Judaism and from is vearvle.
furthermore, since the tendency Ior the children of such
a union was to adliere to the relision of the mother,
Judaism and the Jewish peodnle would suffer s loss in tnat
respect zlso. Jucsism, which has always .ade Zor & well-
xnuit group and waich has rarely ensused in missionary sand
conversionlst activitics, nes always fougnt and legisizsted
egzainst tihose tendencies which woulé weaken the soliditcy
aof uer grous, Thus we learn that Solorion, traditionelly

ti.e very essence of wisdom, Lrought avout the eventusl

5]

truction of tie Temple uand the final disosrsion of

his people (so iunteuse is the Jewish feeling of disaproval

la '};;.afi 4 gile Sot. <b

e
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of intercourse with the heathen that not even its lLieroes
are wnitewashed if they have so sinned.) Far at tie mo=-
ment wnen Solomon weddied the daughter of the FPharosh of
Egypt, the angel Gabriel threw 2 rod into the sea, the
sea subsequently spewed up & sandbank wiich camne to be
the land upon which was bullt the great city of nome,

the powerful destructive enemy of the Jews. : Since the
material presented by Al-liakaws wiiich deals with the nrob-
lem of intermarriagze and intercourse with non-Jews coes
not give us a picture of the families resulting from such
merrizges nor of the influence of such practices upon the
Jewish fanily, to go into a Turtiher discussion of the

provlem here would be of little profit.

¥, warital Intercourse

Ly far the greatsr »art of Al-Bakawa'e cnan-
ter on marriace is devoted to the attitudes and inten-
tione on the Hurt of Loth husband and wife during the ac-
tual process of i: tercourse. iie taires material from two

risin sources: Sepher Ha-nedushuli ("The Sook of Loliness")

by K. abransm b. David, and Izgeret HEa-fedushah ('"lhe

wotter of noliness") oy K. noses b, Lanman., =e also
ures jaterial from otner sources to illustrate the sanc-
tity of the marital relations in Jewish thinking.

In nis opening reusriks on the sudject our

l. -'30.:..'-; 'l'oiJa Saml.ﬁlb
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author teaches us that intercourse with one's mate is not
to ve indulged in for the s=sake of mere pleasure nor in

a spirit of abandon but toth husvand asnd wife must re-
member at all times that they are engaed in an act
tinsed with holiness, for with this realizetion always
in their minds tunen the offspring of their union shall
always be sanctified to the service of God. :

They must always remember taat God created
the world ec Ee willed it, with man and woman, estailished
an eternal love betweern them and charged tiem to be fruit-
ful and maltiply. This ne did in order that His good
earth wisht becoue populsted with tiiose wnho bear :is 1lna e

ard share His soirit. Thus 8 man end his wife :ust al-

w

ways remember that whenever, in their God-given love,

tiiey engage in intercourse, tiey are following s Divine
precept, a mit:voh and must conduct themselves sccordinz-
ly. Decause this mitzvon is so imvportant God hes con-
tinua 1y admonlched and taught Isrsel sll through its
history concer .ing the richt nanner of practice. There-
fore, says our suthor, it is important to be sable to
distin;zuish between that which merits resard and that which
brinss about punishment. and so great and so splendid is

the reward which comes from the propver vractice in these

matters tnat ne who through ignorance or wiczedness sac-

l. 72.1{f




rifices these rewards is not oniy evil bvut exceedinzly
foolish, >

in order to provide his readers with the
means by wiich they can come to know correct practice al-

hakawe goes to the Sepner Ha-hedushah and lists the )’U”" ree

the four inventions wiich are those most adair-
al.le for those who are enguging in warital intercourse,
wiich will insure their fulfilling the pitzvoh correctly
and their obtainins the subsecuent merit,

Yhe first of tnese correct intentions, we
izar; ie¢ for the sake of N'2W MNII. .hen a coucle
enzage in intercourse with this intention they fulfill
not only one, hut three comnandaments [1eiW] 123 Do
Of all of tihe four intentiols, thils is by far tie moet im-

worta:nt, the wmost proper, and tne most plssesing in the

SyE3 0O

the Lord.
The second cosmendable inteition is of al-

ot ecusl rank and involves a physiological concept.

@

lesrn that it is preisevorthy if a cou:rle soprosch
intercourse with the idea of countributing to the 3ood
realth of tihie womun and of Lhe eabrjyo. For sccording to

i ocinion of H. b.Devia intercourse during the three

-

iret rzonths of progusncy is detrimentel voth to the wel-

L3

Ty 53
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fare of the woman and of tihe eubryo. ilowever, inter-
course during tine second tiree wmonths, althoush still
ot good for the worwan is now beneficial to the zood

hexlth of the exbryo and during tne last three months

of oregnancy then both #mbryo and the wife are benefited
1
/
by the intesrcourse ))j / J’f 19
Jften we have cause to wonder at such evidences of Physio-
logical concepts in the minds of owr ancients and of later
writers such as L. Uavid. osut usually we are surprised
st their accuracy. In this case, not so. For we find
that molern medicine defines celtus during oresnsney as
Gefinitely Larmful toth to the woman and to the embryo
not only during the first three wonths bLut during the en-
tire period of preguuncy.
"The danger from cuvitus is grestest in the first

tiiree months, wiien usuully the fact of pregnancy

is not wlvays sure and in the last tiree months

when the albdominzl tuwsor is large and the zle-

ment of infection more prominent. It is wise to

restrict the practice (coitus) to the interven-

ing =onths or, hetter, to advise against it en-

tirely. 2
it should be noted thst the Talmud forbids intercourse
uring oreguaancy conditlonslly. T.us L. Dnvid was wrong

in s mediecsl prescription iut we shall see thet his

igdes 1 all was in keeping with the geuneral attitude

1. 7E.14PF
~. Delee, Joseph &.,The Principles and Fractice of
Justretics, p.245




toward intercourse,

The third of the four intentions which are
praiseworthy in one's attitude toward intercourse is the
satisfaction of tlie desire of the wife, especialily when
the hushand is about to leeve on or has just returned
from a long journey. UncCer these circumslauces when a
man, re.lizins that he is blsssed with a pious wife

ltﬁb [ ,)J ,);}73 u'ltll. Therefore, the third proner and
approved intention is that of satisfying the netural de-
sires of the wife, and ne sins who withholds himselrl

rom her.

y

These first three intentions ( _pUND)
have been of almost ecgual werit with the first (to Tul-
£3i1]1 the coumandment 've fruitful «nd aoultiply') tak-
ing rome precedence. Thzre is, however, a distinct 4dif-
fereince in the nature of the fourth intention and it is,
sithough correct, less 'eritorious. This Tourth inten-
tion is evidenced vlien a .&n feels the sexusl urge within
nimself und is afraid that it might drive him to sin, suck
as asdultery or intercourse with a prostitute or 2 hesathen,
a.id therefore, instead of concuering that urge by streagth
of will, he pives it play in legitimate fasliion with nis
wire., tecause such 1 act will liave the same decirable ef-

fect as w. en the muarital act is verformed with one of the

1., 73.18fC
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more praiseworthy intentions, tnere is a reward even for

i this Tourth but because he was not primarily concerned
} with these beneficial elffects, its reward will be much

less than thet of the Tirst three intentions since:

In the first tihree the husband is intent upon
I the principle of the matter and in the fourth he is in-
tert only tpon surading hiuself from transgression. :
#hen we consider these ( JmIJH.J)
which are to guard and gulde man in his carrying out
of the Divine counandiaent to perpetuate the species we
are struck with the humen, natural attitude with which
they are conceived. Judaism is noted for its policy of
trinsing epirituality into everydaf 1ife by the process
of convincing men that he is well able to live uccording
to the dictutes of his spirit; tiius we e not surcrised
that such an attitude s..ould perieate Judeism's concep-
tion of the family. Out when we see how the Habbinic
writers took one of the most touchy probleins of life,
lifted from it the wveil of mysiery and necr-degrsada-
tion wiiich had nidden it from many and invested it with
dignity end Divine purpose, we must once sgain bow to

to their wisdom and far-signtedness. Following the

1. 77.15f¢




line of Jewish tredition, the Rabbis did not seek to
change or to legisicste thet which is basically human

and necessary, nor did they seek to Gisdaln it or put

it in a dublous light. Still less 4id they adopt the
attitude that such natural and human and vital {unctions
of' life such as marital intercourse were evil but must
be suffered because they are 'part of man's sinful.ess.!
“hey were too honest and toeo practical for any such shil-
ly=sh.llying compronise. «nd so they developed s dif-
fereut procedure. kather than put intercourse in an un-
fuvoratle lignt, as something that a man must endare tut
in sheame; they raised it to the nature of a Divine com-
mand, em»nasizing the fuct that when & man and wife so
engazed they were currying out the will of God, were
working in thie Divine .sttern for the acilevement of

the God-ordained destiny of runkind. They made & very
te.ple of man's nome co thnat all tiist was done therein
took on the aursa of sauctity and .oliness end through
thie attitude was tan's life nde dignifisd and lioly.
Latwrally and in the full lizht of their ethicsl con-
ceiousness they did impose this discipline: That when-
ever those involved neglected the Divine implications

of tiweir uctions end concucted themselves in abandon,
then they were guilty of desecrating somsthing holy und

were trooisgressors deserving of punishment.




In still snother sense were tne Rabbls
vealists in their idea.ism. nealizing that it was vital
for sll peoples, including their own, to reproduce taeu=-
selves, they permitted no philosophy which would tend to
interfere with such & process. They understood that a
hexlthy snd open attitude toward the matter of intercourse
sas vital to the well-being of the people, of the perents
involved and the children to come. Knowing that ignorance
is the source of much isery in these mstters they tried
to dispel such ignorance &na to eradicate the subzeguent
dsery by tae promulzation of correct attitudes und neces-
sury inforiation.

wien we turn to the Igigeret Ha-kodesh of

llachimorides, uz presented in the .enorat-Ra-.uor we are
uresented with = concepotion of the nature and inteut of
human iuntsrcourss the beauty of which is, even for us in
tiziz mocern day, overwielmning. In als treatsent, ..acimen-

iues takes cone aspect which ren David has discussed, nawe-

iy, the Divine nsture of intercourse, and elaborates upon

ic.
We learn first that it is completely
wrons to consicer uarital iutsrcourse in any way wicked. e
))Fﬁa,))ﬁﬂ'- ,Naal k.2 ) N2h? D P 2L p? /ld

"Let not any man think that taere is anytiiing disgrace-
& &
1
ful or wicked in »roper intercourse; hecven foriid!l

l. B8le
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¥or if one would consider intercourse (slways resember-

ins;, of course, that the intercourse referred to in

t:is case is that which is permitted by Jewish law)

as having any indecent or wicked aspect then he must

also think of the ré&ﬂ” '/.J_. the orzans and likks in-
volved in coitus us teing of an indecent end wicked ..a-
ture end to think thus is impossi®le because God crented
the é‘ﬂ" '6 and it is impossible for Eim to create sny-
tning in which there is sny evil. Any evil attitude to-
ward these é!;m '{.‘; coue from the mistaken or evil con-
zestions in the uinds of wen and women. Before they sinned
adam and Zve regurded the ébph’ ’f-'; in the sare lizht and
in the same freedom e thelr hands and ears and eyes.
This was because until they hed sinned their every ac~
tion was PNE Pt[rut when tney becsme more concerned
with mere pleasure and enjoyment and forgot the holy
nature of their act tien eN F'NDAL Jry3) . Then they at-
t.ched some shame to the {53-]‘5 '6. It is important to
note that their 'sin' was not in the act involved but in
the chunge in sttitude with which they approsched it.

So, too, with other limbs such as the hands. They can

be holji as when they are engnied in such work as writ-
ing & zcroll of the Law; Lul when they are engsaced in
stealing, for exawmple, they are indeed shamefull. Thus

with intercourse &nd its organs. God created them in
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purity and goodness; shame is the product of the use to
which uen put them. Thus it behooves men so to conduct
tnemselves thet they shall not bring disgrace to thnat

w:iiose source 1s Divine. rﬂ
Those who indulze in intercourse we }G S

cause the Schexina to dwell in their midst while those

who do not have tils attitude drive the Schekina from

them.d uoreover, the first will be blessed with fine and

rignteous children who will serve the Lord in hoilness

while the latter will gzive birth to children destined to

be rascals. The general principle is this: Y?2h» NN
1INV ﬂﬁ"{'}ul Ql?i’ P /'lt p/NL P‘Er .menever—

intercourse is asproached in the attitwie of/"’y? f’et’

there is nothins sore holy and pure tuan it." b In

other words, Lhe ,a0st holy act & man and woman csu per-

form, according to ihabbinic Judalism is that which 1is

merely countenanced by oiner creeds. with such a bedrock

of besuty and holiness apon witich to ouild, it is no won-

der tiat thejiewish people Lave continuously succeeded in

constiructing such & marvelous and such a sturdy edifice

of The famliy.

Those who meintain tust in Jewish thinking

l. 90.41rF
2. 104.8ff
de 93.81




the wife occupies a position of subservience to her hus-
vand would find trhemselves well refuted Ly the conception
of tlie husbands attitude towsard his wife in t.e matter
of intercourse. lio man is ever to force his attentions
uoon his wife but must rectrain hls decires until she

is comoletely willinzg. All who neglsct this precept sre
conzidered boors and sinners. iachnenides denicts the
correct attitude to be aszumed during intercourse ratner
fully. One must not a2ct lisht-headedly €K) J’l[/:’? nor
think of trifling snd unwortary matters. ne snould speak
tut sparingly to his wife during these ronepfs. at the
very beginning he is ))?[)»K}'Jt}n pHOPI? :)o’JJi)(to
goothew hier and to muke ner relax=d snd mentally nrnd
e..oticnally disoposed. Furthersore, in these remarks he
is to mix words of love end affection with words of
piety and riglitecusness so tiaat they both mey realize
trniet they sre engu-ed in the fulfillment of 2 Divine »re-
cent and not in idle pleasure. All intercourse should
be btegun in such & wanner when the wo an is compl=tely
willing and ner intention is, with her Busbsnd,

Lo thelr offspring will be fully worthy and all up-
risht people, If, on the other nand, the husband 1is
careless and brutal, with no regsard either for the de=-
cires of his wife nor the state of mind in which she ap-

proaches the act, then will the c..ildren grow up to be




of no sccount and a source of much trouble to their pda-
rents and thelir people. y

There wore other influences, lachmanides
tells us, upon the offspringz than tiiose produced by the
mental and soiritusl stiitude of the parents during in-
tercourse. ve learn tiat after eating the body is hot
and in a state of agitation and the vtlood is racing.
Therefore, it ies insdvisualle to ensusze in the ))ﬁ/‘) eweh
just after mealtime. Should one =o indulge, tnen the
chances are that the offsprins will be unclesn snd
troublesoue, therefor it 1s best to wait a ?ew nours
after the meal before indulmging in coitus. E Then
again, the locatlion of the Led is of importance. It
is well imown, we learn, that when the bed is facing
north and south, tinzt the cuildren will be males. “his
locution of the bed is vital salso, inqoraer that the
wife shell not suffer a wiscarriszel F

It is natural that concern for the nature
of a couple's children snould occupy & greut deal of
vechuenideds attention. e tells us that in order to
provide the sreatest amount of btrotection agzinst disap-
pointisent in one's children and in order to auake certain

that one's ciilaren are wort.y and 3zood, not only must

le 109.31f
30 gsul‘lf
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tne couple be pious in their conduct during the marital
act but must also be extremely careful in their eating

hetits for the following reason: There are several

stages in natural existence ranging from the four basic
elements earth, fire, zir and water up to and includ-
hu#wﬂioual man. The intermediate two stages are the
vezetable and the non-rational animal. All existence
continually progressc s ) ﬁnf f DR i‘W{- J"é S
nrough all the stasges until they become »art of rationcl
man. For example, when & human eats the flech of & non-
rational animal, esy beef, then wzhat had once formed the
sinews and muscles of ths teast now forms the sinews and
rugeles of the man end thus has the beast progressed.
ané because there ls such progress and because what a
man eats becomes part of that zan, 1t benooves future
parents to Le very carcful in thelr diet so that their
chilcren will ot inherit from them undesirable charac-
teristics wiiich nave come to tiem from thelr eating of
uncliean ueat. £ For not only ure muscles andéd sinews afl-
Tccted, but also the Hheart and mind. Ehﬁklesh of swine
end similuy uninazls "close the Zcors upon wisdom and un-
derstending” and the Tlesh of crawling thinss produces
«ll sorts of evil diseasecs. "Therefore we must be care-

ful a'd

1. 99,.1ff




=ince it is for this reason that the Lord made a distinc-
tion between 'holy'! flesh (flesh permitted to be eaten)
and the various forbidden foods." ;

In leaving the "Igieret-Hakodesh" we learn
thet mistaken physiological conceptions (mistaken from a
wodern medical point of view) are not limited to
tachmanides. Ll-akewa reports that maelformed chiildren
such as the cripnled, blind, deaf andéd dumb are ccuseg by
certzain excesses of the parents during intercourse.
There are many forbidden phases of intercourse, infrac-
tion of which is reflected in the nature of the children
born from such intercourse. e shsll merely list thenm
briefly: Intercourse 1s forbidden in a sitting or stand-
ing position, Ly the light of a lamp, in time of trouble,
fumine or othar commun:zl disasters. These prohibtitiocus
as tec occusions are relaxced sowewhet and exceptions are
mede in the c .ses of tihiose couples who are us yet withe
out uhii-ren.k

These prohititions woere cobviously culled
i:to bhein; to preserve the adignity, as far as possible,
he fupdly even as it affects and is affected by the
“rricte bed. we muct alweys keep in ~ind the sacred

nature of the act ss it was conceived Ly the grest ma-

1. 99.2Eff
2. BO.Z3ff; T.B. ied.20a
:?'. ezalff; '4'.'..'_". 31‘(-' ?05




jority of the Jewish thinkers snd that this sanctity und
the gpeneral spiritual and physical welfure of the famlly
end through the family the whole of the Jewish peo;le
was the cnief concern of their tninking and law making.
when we realize that they sre tryinsg to elevute soue=-
thing which is basically animsl in nature to & much
fdgher and wmore exslted stage, we are not to be surprised
if, in this effort, they sometimes overstep tie Lounds of
logic ané huwan limitstions. Indeed, if we examine the
materiazl closely 1t becomee obvious that such reguluations
and restrictions with a heavy emphusis on moceration do
lead to healthy attitudes and practices and so succeed
in Gignifyin;; the very baslic aspects of the famlily and
of family ilfe.

sefore lesving this pnase of owr ZLiscugsion
it pight be well to note the attitede of the nabhis to-
wardé contraccrtion. Contrace tion in the one passese men-
tioned in our work is frowmed upon except in certuin cuses.
these exceptions are in the case of the minor, in order
tuat she uay not conceive ané die; in the cuse of = wet-
nurse, so that she Luy not conceive and ner chlld achleve
partisl growth and then die (oerhspe from lack of nour-
izshment); and in the case of & pregasnt wowan in order

b
that she shall not nuve to suffer sn abortion.

l. 64.19ff; T..J'. ;iid. 456
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Ge Irregular sexual prsactices

In might be well to note the attitude of
the nab is, purticularly as it helps illustrate their
idesal of the family, toward whuat were regarded then sand,
in most cases now, as unnatural anc irregular expressicns
of the physzical need, we lzarn that esccordins to the
nebbis piﬂ? poles fan '”"ﬁ’? lle 322 pNhPNY 20 ia worthny of
Gegthi. le who prectices onanism is congidered in the
saie category. FPederastiy, too, is a sin of similer con-
sequence and those who enga-e in any of these practices
are considered as bersts. 1he mein ob jertion of the
itabbis both to contraception and to immorasl osractices
of the sexual desire is not that these scts sre in thenm-
selves wicked. Rather, since it is the duty of 4l ien in-
gefar as they are able to perpetuate the species znd to
reproduce the image of God upen earth, then it is =
erime when tiey experd their strensgth and their ensryiies
» C?r';.ithout so pervetuating and so reproducing. It
is agalust this crime that the habbis inveigh.

Thus as we close our discussion of the
sexuzl arvect and prectices of the Jewish family we ure
struck once agein by the theme of dignity and sanctity
which pervades 1ts every facet. «&e see that the reunson

Tor intercourse between nian ané wife is the mutiplication




of God's iImuge in the world, as such it must be con-
sidered as & Divine mitzvoh, pernaps the most impor-
tant in the Jewish code. Any deviation from this theme
in actusl life is a trasgression of the greastest magni-
tude and may be vieited in sorry form if not upon the
perents then upon tre children, in this cuse, Ezekiel to

the contrary not withstanding.

when we sttem»t to come to any genersl con-
clusions a&s to the Ksabbiniec attitude cormcernins the re-
lationes between man and wife, which is the chief concern
of this chanter we realize, of course, that such relations
forwed the pasis of and set the ood for the family as
a wnhole. This will be chewn in succeed.:g clspters of
this diccussion but is entioned liere primesrily hecause
any virtaes which accrue to the Jewish ferily in zenersl
sre lerpely founded upon the attitude existing , as iere
deuvonstrated, beiween the man end wife in particulsr.
"uarriage 1s the most exalted state in the eyes of the
"

LEV
zays Ur. Felix ﬁﬂ%JLitut alsoc in the =yuws of

tne Jew, perticularly in the views expresned in Al

Jew

Lapawa's work, just to msrry and beget is ot sufficient,

Lan wurt appro-ch marriaice with the realizstion of the

Lev
ke [[ az#ezi Pelix, Judaism and warriage, iract ioe. 19, 4he
Trect Com ission, Union of anericen lebrew Connresstions
P15
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holiness of the life he wvas entering and z sense of the
sanctity of the new relationship. «nd thut realization
and that sense of the sacred war to be tae keynote of
his attitude toward hnis wife. The rather strict and se-
vere point of view mesintained by most of the Rabvinic
suthorities agaiist intercourse with non-Jdewish members
of the opprosite sex, not to mention the stringent laws
against adultery and irregulsr sexual practices muy well
have been based upon the dominant desire upon the vart of
tiiese authorities to keep the family and the attitude in
which it was held by the masses of tiie people free from the
slightest tsint of degradation and to nmuke marrisge uot
only lovely and desiravle but sacred and filled with the
spiric of the Divine.

"Jewish men nmske murvelous husbands" is 2

nopuler saying with a goreat degl of truth. #e have the

reason. ‘“he laws and attitucdes raintained by the Habbis
were such as could be lived by the people. and so

lived they mede for very good, if not 'the kest'! hus~
bands. =snd the nobility of the huslands wes matched by
no less a noldlity on the prt of thelr wives. WUhe wives,

we have learned were picked with sn eye to virtue

mn

rail.er than to the veiner, more ephemeresl guelities,
She is the mortel steff and stay to her hustand, the

source of !ds blessing; without her he ies not complete.
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She too shares in the same atiilude of sanctity and dig-
nity in regerd to the merrisge as does :er hustand and

conCucts h rself accordinily. The theme of this sec=

79 4 Fn s ﬁ?ﬂ
wam J13)

ené it ie the duty and privilege of the wife to make this

tion of ienorat ia-.aor is

statenent & true one in her marrisge. Husband snd wife
are bound together in & privileged duty to each other, te
wenkind, and to uvod; their attitude toward euch otl:=r nust
always reflect a reelization of the =sscredness of this
duty. <Yhe wife has her special and cistinct otligations
which she must fulfill and the husband nis. Together
they ere Lo maike of their marriasce a sacred citadel and

a sirine ever f(illed =»ith the opresence of God.




CoAFTER III




—

CHarTER III

BDUCATION OF CHILDREKR

In his chapter on “Marriage" Al-liakawa nas
informed us that /> N7 22 forv IN7R w D

F'ﬂ 3 ?QIQ ";-.ver:rone who coes not perpetuate the
species 1s considered a u:u.:‘derc:‘l’l In other words, he
wiio fails to bring lile into the .orid is ss evil sas

he who takes life from the world. In the same passase
we learn that Le who is thus derelict i: nhis Zuty is as
thouzh he were decreassing the ima e of God in the world.
For :an was created in God's image and he wlio doss not
bring forth cnilaren into the wo:ld is decreasing the
nunber of the imuges of God. This is the opinion of
finbbi akiba. Howsver resconsirility doesz not ceasse with
reproduction. In the eleventh chapter of his iienorat
da-limor entitled "Eduestlion of Children" Al Hakswa de-
aonstrates tne oriinciple that such educ:ition wees one of

the mort vital of tne vrivileged dutiesg of the Jewish

!

parent.

l. wenorat lia-..aor, Chep. X, p.67.3ff; T.2. Zeh. 630




he liecescsity of Educstion

In the Pesikta we find the following pious
observ.ution addrecssed to the Lord:

"0 Lord, when you give & son to the heathen,
they let nhlm go uncircumcized,....and when he 1is
grown they bring him to the temples of their
idolatries and from that time on he is a scurce
of nothing btut trouble to you. bBut Israell
Jhenever jou grant them a son he is circumciced
after eight days, redeemed after thirty and as
he grows he 1s brought into the schools and
gynagogues and from that time lorth he tlesses
Thy name every day of his life." 1.

In the preceding cnapter ws noited tiat
the maln in'ention of uarraige for the Jewish family
was ultimately the sanctific.tlon of the name of God
and we noted also that the spirit of that intention
was to perreute every phase of married lire. In & simi-
lar sense, ss cdomonstrated by the ® ssu’e guoted aboveg,
wag the treining and educution of the young to be con-
ducted. JLearning; waes ot icportant foxr itself or for
any vractical purpose to which it might be put; leurn-
ing was necesgary to tiie end that God be santified by
it directly or insofar as it ensbled man tec santify God
in other wayse. #ith thle as its theme, it is easily ob-
vicue thut education was considered a: obligetion to :od
ahid as sueh waes neld in itremendous regard by the peodle

of Isreel. ..oreover,such a spirit permeated the very

l. 128,7ff (In this chapter, unless otherwise indicated,
the references in nunmersls refer Lo paze and line of the
zleveuth chapter of Vol. 1V, of nenorat .a Laor




neture and content of such educuation and permeated 1it,

¢ the vacst majority of the phases of Jewish 1life were

rmeated, with an air of holiness.

®

There are four duties which a father must

charse in regard to his sons. The {irst of thnese is

=
 Lad
w

circumcision, the second is rede.uption, the third is edu-

cution .coth in Torah znd a trsde and tiie fourth is to se-
1

cu:'e & proper wife for nis son. The Jewish attitude

toward the necessity of .ending one's children in the

2ath of rijht 1s most vividly characterized by the fol-

lowily, ststeacntyyr N NODC ik 7R /,”J—/‘r 4%

—

e l? 3‘("{' [(.'rl"It is GLoetter that s man die or lost:.‘ the
sicht of Lis eyes ratier than raise an evil son." The
reason for Issec's going Lliind late in life was to pre=
vent liis geeiry; the wickedness of Zesau, It is every-
wiere agreed in cur study th-t the vest time to start
the prevention of such wickedness in one's snn is in
very early vouth. If a man were teo walt too long te-
fore educnting his son in that which is right, he will
follow his natiral inciinations wiich may well lead him
into evil zince, by nature he is zversf to study snd in-

struction “nd as & result .ay Isall 1nto evil ways.,

l. 135.10ff; Tebe hid. Z%a
118.1¢




8. gethod of Education
Althousgh the sa-es stand szreed on the va-
iue of an early start in the education of the child, we

are cautioned not to overdo it during the cnild's youth

rut to Gemandé of the child ['Je 35 ﬁ?’[ﬁ-)’ [Nt 95

us muach as he can do accoréing to als years. Just as
wnen we break in an ox new to nharness we ido not oress it
to vlow the whole rleld the first day, but begin by ac-
customing him to the harness and the field snd to the
tusk of onlowing by easy stages; so with =2 child do we
start vith easy pleasant stages in order to accus om him
to the task of studying Toreh so taat it will not be too
Ciffigglt for nim vut will Le pleasant und easy. .

A 2limose Into the possihle pedacoszic tech-
nicucs of tne times is revealed in the advice to those
yho sye interesied or s2nscced in the tesk of tesching
tie Foung. Jhenever the cinlld shiows disinterest in his
stuclies he is to be temyied with cundy and cookies,
such as calldren like, .Hh order to induce him to study.
shenever the child has matured su’filclently that these
teites have lost their appeal for him end hies desires
are airferent hie is to De tempted with new clothes and

the like., Thus the rewards progress as the young man

matares, ‘They progress r'roul clothing to money and ritual

1. 120.15
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ornai:ents, to the promise of being called a sreat scho-

lar, then a Habbi, then & Pibthen /'9 predle, This con-

tinues until tiie scholar sees the speclousness of sll of
these inducemsnts and realizing the ﬁ)Lb”_h)uﬂkrejecns
tnem and instead engages in the study of the lorsah DALY
Thus he will nave pregressed through all of thess un-
wo.thy, albeit necessury, stages until he comes to see
the resal truth and value of what he is doing =nd in
such & manner conss to the stuce where ))lflfl‘? ;)ﬂ.[_l'-

we have here in tiis idea much oore tinen e
pedazozic technicue. we learn rom it tinat the auty of
¢ fether to his son is nuot only to educste him, ‘ut to
inculeste within nim an aovrecistion of the loran and of
the wvast treasures which sre its unicue wealth as the
word and will of 3od. The educztion is coidlate oniy
Men the son resli-es that the revelotions of the Torsah
ape the only true way of 1ife.

Zut sweet brilibes are not the only muan
oy which a fatner misht induce nls son to study. Lhe
Proverbial sdmonition [J’{L”(-,C}L F$”7£as not frowned
uson by the Rabbis whenever such means were necessary.

e asrured thet every wise nan was chastised in his

o

uth by his father and every cvildoer or unbelisver

was certainly the victim of the overlndulgence on the

Lo lml.Eff

ﬂ f/}m-




1
part of hls father, sven if a son is stupid the fa-

tier saould not despair of teaching him snd, because

of the difficulty involved, make no effort at =2ll1 to edu-
cate him. Hather should he make every effort to over-
come his son's handicap and to teach him Torah and ethical
confuct. and if, in truth, he is too stunid to learn ouch
then he must be educsted at least to the extent that he

is alle to read tie Bible and to pray so t?at ne shall

not fall into the category of 7)!‘” P"l"‘a Indeed,

a Jewish child needs only to be able to make the "aien"

response in order to enter the zZood life of the world

o

to cone, if he siould die wnile yet a child.

nowever, the father was not limited to in-
struct by precept. re lad also to teach by example. A
fatasr must be extremsly careful, esvecially in the ore-
sence of ais son, to sueyd nhimsell from unseemly speech
and, of course, {rom unseenly action. Any unworthy deed
or sct is doully =vil when in the presence of one's son.
rhe reason ig clear: that the son shall leurn no evil
from hiis futher, and that so no occasion may arise in
wiiich the father will reprouch his son for some misdead

w.d the »eply will be )ﬂw}‘)o! ?3 Icﬁ) Have jou uot done

is 1lz2.12701
Z2e 117.158F
e L'*l.ll‘jff; .Jn.oseﬂhtoﬂ, Sank.l13.1




likewise jourself." and whenever some third person acts
wronsly and it comes to the attention of the father, it
is nis cduty to call the sttention of his son to the svil
of the act, explain why it is evil, and that the deed
will Uring certain punishment to the offender. All this
in order that, /2 K212/ |JuW ,1}3)}7'1 [y U223 )UJJ"G "
tie thing will be disgraceful in the eyes of the son and
e will keep far rrom it and similar evils." Lirewise,
when the father hears of some esueclally wmeritoricus =zcti,
ne is to c:ll uttention to its merit and exoliain wherein
lies its virtue end assure his son that such dctions
Lring certain ulessing to him who so zcted.

"

29 ey p()’o‘?ﬂ'{l)o‘l‘}'! /?‘J AN 930in order tihat the son
will licarxen and come to loveée to do similiriy ethical
gets.” In such & way will the son come to Ante evil and
Lo do wnet is right. .oreover, the fetlier nust take lis
son Lo :,f synasosue in order vo enccurase his sonfs at-
t=idance, and ne siiould also go with nds son on errands
of mercy so that nis son shall vecome accustomed to these
tiince and shall seek to do them himself. 4s & result of
tiis instruction the futher will bring blessing to himself

1
Z lils son.

Ce nevards to parents rfor educ.tion of children in Toran

the nabtbis in thneir wisdowm realired that

1. 145.107




not only the cnildren Lut the fathers hed to be motivated
in this task of educs ion and thus they enumerated the de-
iights and pleasures sccrulng to the jarents who ware
ciligent in this duty and contrasted them with the penal-
ties that might full te their lot il they were lax. To
us this(ggpfﬁg?\seem to be a very exalted technigue but it
is necessary tuat vwe remember that ons of tne chief reasons
for the tremendous value of the Jewish contributions to
family life and, for that matter, life und rclision in
genersl, ies that it approached the situctions waich grew
out of its religious teachings realistlically, made allow-
unce for lhuman limitatlione and shaped its doctrines accord-
inzlye. Just as & child hud to e appealed vo in terms of
its growing and chwenging desires, zany of which in the
esrly stages were not particularly exalted so that ()WL (k{f'ﬁ”

WMLy ie?; so ihe fatuer, too, las to be influenced by
things which sre inportant to him, in order that nhe misht
be eager to teach lis son dlligently and to lead him in
the right peths.

Consecuently we f{ind the promise of hasppiness

'iu Loth this worid and tie world to come exteunded to nim
viho is cureful to teuch Gis son. On the obtner l:and he

who neslects the =2ducntion of Nis sons not eonly is not in-

L‘;t-d'&d‘g :.;i.e fortunate oncs wio will have a portion in the

(c?-“Pﬂ%’but even :uisflife in this world will be filled with
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worry and trouble because of his ignorant and wicleed

1
SONS. de learn also that a child who has studied
Torah and who hes lived 2 jood life may redeem the soul

of his futher from endless wanderings =2nd leborinss in

jeninnom as & result of his (the father's) miedezdss

; ¥ piyan/ piarts preky pn Pl
‘p,_j?}) 6#{_}”?" ) ?))’ﬂ,pli"q p'Je) P ”f?{rﬂ/‘/)’”hyr

If the fathers are wicked and the sons are rizhteous,
(their righteousness) brings the fathers tg shizre in
the nortion of their children in Heaven."

In a rather vivid illustrastion of this

uopint al-hakawe tells the story concer:ing Rabbi Akiba
and a sinner whom he found doomed to eternal slavery in
& graveysrd as his portion in Jehinnom becsuse of tue
fact thet he had comi:itted every nossible crire ziong
which was intercourse with = betrothed woman on “Zom
nippur. Because of the magnitude of his sinz he leld
10 liope for his futu e. Upon zguestioning him ikiva ascer-~
tained that e had left the woman prenent. skiba searched
out ihe chil§’round his, to Ye ignorant and uncircumciced:
woereupon he lhud the boy circumecized; tausht him Yorah
until he wes uble to recite the sor'chu; wiereupon the

1y gyi]l futiier was releaced from Sehinnom's evil de-

4

1. 1R).1ef
ce 130,161
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1
Cree. woreover, & man may be redeemed from Gehinnom by

& worthy descendant of even four generations leter, as

the Habtbls interpret the verse: P’f/'- 6’/ plle 0’/’?/‘ ?/7/&
n PMY?) ﬁ’/ we cannot interopret the

verse to mean that God would punish all the way to the

third and fourth gencrations for the sins of znother zian

for this would not be in accord with His attribute of

justice., However, His merecy would permit Hin to re-

isase a man from an evil decree becauee of the virtue

-
=

of some great, great, grandson.

Of course these thnenries seem f«r~fetched
and extreme but they were the terms in which our fore-
fathers thousht andé it is not necess:ry to elaborate uvon
the obvicus deduction thet training of the'children and
right 1living and education were of surfficient imvortence

infiuence out of th world into that

ot
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e
rysteri ue and wonderful "World to Come™ whicl
hore of the Jevish heart, sni to its counterpart, Gehinnon,
wideh wae the mystical 'iogey-men?! of Jewich thinkin: in

rom that future world,

D, Veocational Training

It was noted at the beginniniz of this cihian-

ls. 12%.3ff
£. 128,13ff
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ter that 1ot only was the father obligated to teach his
"
son Lorah, but zlso, a trade. For j"UﬂH‘ [Jpj;{r 7,vﬁ /J’lf&'df
‘}7’(0‘{/?*’/"/ Lveryone vho does not teach his son

1

s trace, tesches hinr thievery." ihis is & rather prac-
tical observetion andéd subsidtiates the oft wade contention
tnat Judalsw deals with the reslities of human existence
¢ well as with its idecels. owever, we sre wurned that
enpnasis wust not be put on learniig g trade at the ex-
pense of learning Torah., rfor a man's use in a trade snd
the preflt it may brin; te him ere subiject to such va-
caries of nhnuman existence as loss of strength and sick-
nces and old age while Torah serves him in zood stesd
during all of these emergencies. )

The nebbis iade a distinction between trades

~

that are worthky for Jewish Tathers to teach their sons und
thiose thnat are not. It 1is interesting to note that soue
of the trades frowned uvon are those of the donkey dri=-

ver, the cacel tender, sailor, shepherqd, and shopkeeper,

gince the majority ol those wno eujzajed in tliiese trudes

[

often lucged gopod charucter. In those trades which ;
ure permitted we lesrn /”)’“’UY "ﬁ)’U‘W’”J /‘f}"—” k/ﬁ .
. P3IC L 1h1>4 ’a[ﬁn kﬁr }#J”H“’ lhere are no trades which

in thereelves nake & man poor or rich, tut all comes ac-
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&
cording to the merit of the indivicdusl" and further=-

e o) Pt pe fuce pguic pl e
svery trade nas its wealthy end ites »oor.” All this to
warn the father that if he teuches hls son a trade, it

is his duty to teach him well in order that he might

curn a4 living from it. 4t is important thet a an have

a trade and do well in it for one of those factors which
svert the evil decree of Gehiinom is for & man to work
hard and to burden himself ir order to be avle to support

nis family tioough s oun 1
2

alor tuet he ghall not hiave

-

to resort to cnurity. we are not, novwever, to deduce
from this steterent thet those Tfamilies who were the re-

civients of clinxity were considered unworthy and placed
in an anfuvorable licht. And by no means were they to
be punished {or hiaving depended upon charicy. The Rab-
idniec conception of chierity Loth in regerd to those wnh
ave and tinose who received was most exaited end digni-
Tied &nd, in some respects, nus yet to be imuroved

upncne 4t ic onliy thet m mun mutt moke every eflfort to
provide lor ais farily tarcugh his own efforts and .uen,
15 made such an effort ke is, tiurough force of
cirs Lstu ces out of nls contrel, unalvle to orovide suf-

ficlently, he may in full dignity request outside hwelp.

~» l:b.ls; ibia
s L133.1E
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Eowever, Judaism, frowned on slackers and held &as par-
ticulsrly contemptible those who made a "good thing'of
public supvort. This, too was one of the concepts which
the -ather was to impress upon the mind of his som. First,
that self reliance was best, but that it was not unworthy
to seek nelp when absolutely necessary in order to uain-
tuln the nheslth and well-being of hils feamily. Indeed,
were e not to do so, he would be jzuilty of transgres-
eing God's lew for men,
Thus Jewish educution, the training of

ene's children embraced nuny fieldsg, It was not limited
to the Torah but was to irclude the tescuing of all that
would help the children lead & full, jood, and worthy
life, In all of this, however, there was one nrzcent
which the fether hinself had to heeds p3c 2bR eyl

i U'P[P?f/-] ’ygnrg;plfu? [p)l}v ?#/;/ Since a father

is obiiged to irstruct his son in thie Zorali, it is vitel
1
tiet the father first had Lo educate himself.” and

we heve seen thet the futher wae expected to Le wel

versed in the trede he tsught 'idls ron, also, It is ob-
vicus, slso, that uo father could instruct nis fami.y in

orea conwuct who ¢id not have an exslted conception of
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what such conduct should be and conduct hiis own personal

life in the light of that conception.

~e Communel Education

Once a;ain?combining reeciism with idealism

n order to achive a way of life which could be practiced

b

.y the masses of the people wit.out sacriiicing either
reclity or ideals, the habbis, reali:zing that not every
futher was in a positiocn to tesch his son becsuse of per-
songl or physical limitations,made provision for otier
means of instruction, namely, tin‘ough schools established
in and by the community. e are lmpressed with the im-
portance of such &n institution by tne injunection

LWy pe /’JP[“Q»‘C/?)}"'P/L )v/'»lﬁ)o/’/’.{-w/m" e
are 2ot to take the ckildren from tieir stucies under
tleir nabgi even for the exazlited purpose of bullding the
lemnled” we ind exoressed here the important ideal
thiat the physical institutions of religzion, even thouzh
they are of such a8 holy and significant nature as the
.emple of Jerursalem itsell, count for nothing if the re-
Liion Tor winich they stand and are to serve is not
turel upon the muowledize,and uncerstanding, md en-
+i-htened love on the part of the people for whom it
is intended. snd in order to produce this imowledre znd

meerstanding and leve, it is victal that we sturt incul-




cuting them into the minde and hearts of the children.
There is treuendous significance in the above statesent

s uron the ex-

'..u

for us today when we find so much emphas

ternal forms and molds of religion and something of a

Joshua ben Gamnala enjoys an enviable place
in Jewish tradition and the part he pliyed in establiish-
3 1 schiool aystem is, traditionully,
sne of the reasons for his fane, " ?fcr @ n (e )03
O Nrg AN20ey 101) iclwlue re «lae JRV e

. Ler this in in nonor Ior wera it not Tor Joshus
1
en Fumela, e Torah would Le for-pohtten in Isr=zel.,”
it seemg tlant Joshus bern Gamulu, rexli ing = tre icu
isndvantase of tl.ose children ore T »g re unuile
p tesch theom or who hiad no I r 1iving, deereed that
1 every city, town, and village achools "e sstablished
or muullie instruection of 1ldren, Orizinally the en-
X o1= as sixteen or seventeen. yeever, when it
sund tiint thie was not oracticable, ten Gmmala
1 the ¢ of itrance so tnat tlie boys entered at
siX or seved & were thus ucre anenable to the teascier's
ducation«l techmioues,
Ls 1"-1 P; rJ...'. I . bl'a, 48
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If there were many children it was the
duty of the community to hire sufficient teachers that
all would be adecuately instructed. according to one au-
thority, tie ideal class sihiould consist of twenty-Iive
nupils.l It was deemed necessary that the children should

attend school not only all day, but also some part of the

nizht in order to fulfill the injunction n ))ﬂ//-P”/’ ,?)7’("”

-
-

¢e——————,editate upon it day anc nizht."
it is interesting to noie that only a
married sien 1s qualified to teach chlldren for, in some
cagses tie children'e motner orings them to the school
and tne teaclier, 1f anmarried, ol ht ve led to unseemly
tnousnts. For tlhie sale reason it was ti.ousht test that

no vomen be apoointed teverer for in some cases the fa-

.

tiers Lrousght the chilaren to the schoole
Uur author has none but the highast praise
and promise of rewsard for tnose wiio undertake to teach

those cidildren who would, othsrwises, not be taught. In-

dead " ")WI&J »h h'?h/? ?Vﬁ” (’ '

..11 who teach the chilaren of otners is consicdered as
n
tioush he nad crested them."  lioreover|ipm 90'/? ?ﬁfﬁl » /2]
eee pf(w p/m'ﬂ/n' NIYL DI NP " oic RIY

~ll wio teach the son of an uneducuated man Torah, even




Clicugh the L0rd hige liade gn evil decree &zaingt thf_\
oL
“orld, the decree “111 e Voided fop their gajpe,n
U8 we gee that the :--;—'s,;onsihility of the Jewigh Fami~
1y wag H0T liniteqg Within the Younds o tiaat I‘amil;f, and
’1‘-.-::.-11;.“:-00:'1" could pe ®Xtendeq tq all of tje Congrezation
0 isrge] Wwlen ::ecessity Senande . Further.nore, Wwe are
0T Lo age dme ghagt the TZ8soonsgi 1lity of the fathep to ons
OUtside of Lis far:-il,v WAt 1imiteq lierely to educs tion,
“or we l2 .y also; ‘Ihov /’/’} )’A'_” /j’"?‘ f/)”’ pLp" /?é”” 62
?/ /&3 Lvervone W0 raigeg 21 orshun +ithin nie
and vy it 1 2CCounteg to Lidnm a. Liiouh he had 3iven
irxth tp Lhe Orphanp, !t And we naye S€en that sijvin -
Uirth 4g ON€ of the Sreategt Litavps in wWiaich the ¢ Wigh
'Colle iavy j.'-.r-t;icipate.
Lere 978in we 18ve Anothenr Teueryuy
ot of the Yewich f‘s::xil;.. W€ hayea this Picture ¢ 8 Ta~
BT enga Ed in tcuc:lir:'; ROT only idE ovm CAllcren u

dlegp Lhoce Whose fatiep is unanje Lo tedeh then Pithen el I

cause e is incu;uuile Or' tecayge € Drussgeqd avey. _ut

“ore thup Lhis, we EVe the oie ire of tinas Pamily vele
Conming the OPphan yot alone to tye SFivile sue of ecuen~

tion gt to fula 1.1e14i':~3rsj:ip in the family, IT we had

\-——-—._"“‘——-——______—-—u—-'_"--——-_______—-—-— e ———




-5l

to wiet the nature of the Jewish family might be, we
could cerive enough from this one principle, welcoming
the orphen, to bring us to the conclusion that the fanily
was of & woral nature, motivated and guided by principles
of the =ost exalted charsacter. It is not normal for a

culture to be moral in one respect &nd dissolute in un-

otier and such interest in and consideration for flose

no world usually be stranzers to tile famdily cunnot but
indicete e nigh regsrd both for tiie usmters ol the family
thenselves and for the concent of the fumrdly as =n insti-

tation.

we uve seen that the educallon of the
Jewish ehild fslls into two separate, althoush aot un-
irst, neturally, is instruc-
tion in Juduism, morals, tradition, snd the vroper ob-
servunce of its ceremonials und rituals. Josepius

&2 paid: "Our principle cure of sll is this--to edu-

o our elhildren well.," de have learned the truth of
this stutesent from Al liakewals discussions. The rea-

on Uor such interest in educztion is obvi.us: o one
oL s z true Jew unlsss ne lknew how to worship als
iod. worsiiosving God sincerel unxi consistently snd well
involves a tregendous smount of lezrning,for the whole

of cne's 1ife was a continuous azct ol worsziiip, asicep




and awakerﬂf’?’ r?-?z P=very sction was enhanced md given
Divine implicutlion by ilessing and prayer. laturally
1o «now the best nud most dignified menner of conduct-
ing every action recuired much learning and was very im-
sortunt. Educstion was our Yprinciple care” for thus
gvery one learned that life is Divine and muct be lived ac-
cordinglye. 1o this end was education dedicuated. The
afore..entioned "riddle of Jewish survival" in the lizht
of this is not =0 cifficult as the mocern riddle of Jewicgh
Tisinverest and, in many cases of Jewish scorn, for Jswish
lesreing and values. Today nwnd for some decades we have
Leen more concerned with anti-Jewishness znd the proulems
it presents, than with Judaism snd the valuse for which
it stants.

neenforcing, as ever, the suiritual =nd

cie etnical with the practical Jdewish tracdition insists

the son be taught an honorable means by which he wusy

make suffici=nt to

"

cooort himselfl and nls family.
JutGaism, except in the stated few cases on srounds of
morality, makes nof aistinetions between trades, all
ure egugl. ilifitler is right when he labels the demo-

erstic ideal as Jewish, rowhere are there passages

urging men to gurner wealth for its saite slone, Real

[
I

ins tiiat want sukkes for misery and fhat tne needs szatis-

fi28 mpikes for hapriness, the nabbls tautht that the




children be supplied vd th the means and technicues of
satisT¥.ng those needs. Lhe morality taught was not
iistinet from the trades taught and the ethical impli-
cations of one were to find practical asplication in
the other end in every phase and asvect of the life of
the individual. -

In concluding thls chapter concernin; the
varpish attitude Loward the ecucztion of the cliild, ver=
a2 8 no more cignificant statezent could be Ifound that
that which tells us: f’[ff \)ﬁ?’ﬂ 93”’ U'?}” ?yﬁ/}) G .

W JOINWN J)ﬁ’/’ s 1) 2) Zveryone who te:ches
his son lorah, Scripture accounts it to him as tioush
e nad himsclf recelved it a2t ute. Sinaei,” : We £8an
see how easiiy this is true. In the spirit of the
statement guoted above, whlch certainly ell of the taink-

¥y in Jsudsism siiare, each friblier wlio so teaches his

dren of lsrsel. BEach home is a2 living Sinsil and in the

sacred act of teachiing “orah, fatier revsalin: to son,

is the divine dra.a of tuat eld:r Sinal, e.der ..oses,
eldeor “39’ /bﬂ reenacted, Thus is that destiny 1=

cen moment in leragells eternal history, the R 7/)’ /}W

Le 1::-61-_:‘; :'. " e ilid. 50&
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kept ever 1living and jlowing in Israel's heert and mind.
a.d if this drama had not been repeated down through

the generations of lsrsel in every Jewish home and Jew-
ish community 'orthy of the name, then would the orizi-
nal »EeN )77/}’ have lost its vital force for the
world, and Isrsel would have been derelict in her destiny

and mankind the worse.






RESPECT FOn PaREXTS

Jntil the present we have lLeen concerned

in this discussion first with the resoonsipilitis

/]
o
[

the husband and wife to each other in thair family re-

lationsnips end secondly with their responsi®ility in

the chiluren. 1t hus been

reat and they sre conceived in no light fasiion. It
us been rurther discovered thnat these responsibilities

they have been epproacied in a conscie

= |

tious unner

=

ancé executed to the best abilities of gll of the purtiss

irvolved. serve to weke the fsmily a very vital mznd holy

institution in Jdewish lilfe. <The discussion now cosiceri:s

itsclf with the cuticss which fall to the lot of the cnil-

ren in tiwe family the execution of zhich Guties indicsates,

(15

to zome extent, just how successful the parents huave been

L4

i the ocischerge of thelr duties and in maintaining a pro-

per zttitude :nd atmosphere in the home. For we may safely

in this chapter, unless otheruise indicated, the numericel
referernces refer to vese and line of the rinth chiapter of
wmenorat La-.acr




asspre that the virtues snd faults of the parents are,

to a large extenty found to Le reflected in the actions

ad sttitudes of the cnilcren,

the honor aue to ourente with & wost siariliing gcsertions

¥
Bl BV ‘*511) [9'3D L picl ?lc 91?IY ;0¢ considers it (hon-

»ins one's futher and ther) nore imvortont than hon-
A

s L ) g o nid & = =1 i v " . ST R 9 e

oring it t'he evidence ror such an sseertion Lexll

uch forms of hoxuor, tut wiether = man lias any mmierzul

opssessions or no,he must honor his narenis. e camot

e T = =4 P - i 1 =2 e wl o . v 5 . - aTET T o
certein taet i1 soC sawW 1T LO GiEe Llie IIDIoYLIINN 3 Al SR
- ~ A o | ~ oy < - 1y + -~ vt ~ - . - 3o

1€ Ci il len Lol CIVE, iV UL CeLL il — Seii

o - 3 Eh S = i -

v tremendous importance to Lict wnd to iils people whont

CLLOSE .
e roacsen for ouc . i regnect 1

v 4= - = =5 T 1rwy 1 =~y ) Welk - ) . -

stated in thne well knwm .icérash w.ich tells usg thet =

iother end futner snd Foc are nartners In he crention

¢ the cnild ang 1 c;:*r:f;‘ol‘e.wnyoe)) 3””3[-’”” el nien

.

2Rty )-,,(")?p z_:/)g):n, the honor cDues tgo » und

;.o llo!‘:‘fo ‘l‘a'..'. &.ido 1’7 |




other 1e eqgual to that due the Shekinsa! 'The reverse

sleo is true, all who rlo not sc¢ honor their parents sin

azeinst Jdod Himself. ~herefcre tiose wno treat thelr

srente witn proper respect and thus show honor to God,
cause the Skeikina to dwell amongst them while those who
o not so conduct thumselves, csuse the Shelzins to de-
»art from them,
novwever, we learn that the mere fact that
ae parents brought the children into the vorii is ot
the ualn reason for their deserving honor and resvects

/)ﬁCJnflcfr IJID)U M/”ﬁ’) pfﬂff’))ﬂc' SN 1"

T broug thiem into the ' orld, they were in-
o

tent only uprn their own plessure.” (Our previous dis-
~useion to the contrsry notwithstarding, see siove p.10{f.)
ut tie nain rescson for the injucntion to honor our pa-
reits is because they teaclt us the ethiical way of life

v which we merit coming into (c?)) Pﬁ’r{- This is

vital Cor,Jc?)) pfﬂ)) "h[))aj Itfprr [k Itﬁ P?l‘/lr"U’

it were better for & .&n never to have been “orn if he
<
L%

o8 not merit l1life in the world to coue," For this

reason, slso, the nabbls are of the opinion tnat if one




uust meke & clioice between honoring one's puarents who
orouczh air into this world znd his teacher (when not nis
purent) whose instruction brings him into the world to
coue |2 v PJkVJ nonorinz the teazcher takes oprecedence.
#ll this is not strange wnen we reucmber that the gosl

of every Jew worthy of the name was that ethical lige
tirouh which he could ccocme to enter the ’c?JJF’ﬂT[,

arxl thus any pe=rson who heiped nim live that life was

deserving of nhis hijrest regard. woreover, 1if the son

e

erceives that his fauther is evil end is seekting to leud
aim (the son) in his own evil ways A}é[’)’”‘ )))"a/fé-: |
\)}? lcs1' D [Ic }7[9)/}“ ?I}é{”‘ for examnle, if the fe-
ti:er seeks to teach uis son to steal or to murder or simi-
lir crines, then the sen ..uset ot observe the command ent

conceriing respect for his Tather cut must forsaite nds

r

Tuther and nis fxther's teaclhidings. .owever, we mey assume
tliet this Lant is & phenomenon rare not onkly in Isrszel,

but in ozt of the fsudlies of nunznity.

%, Support of razrents

lie mpet muterisl exvpression of

(B

2rental cegird on the part of cihilceren was evidenced
by the fact that the ciilidren were, wien the circum-

stances cemunded, expected to sup ort or to contrilaute

l. 1€.151T
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to the support of thelr varents. Hot only was such sun~
sort expected, but it had to be rendered in the prover
soirit and mammer. whenever the psrents were in such
circumstaiices as to reguire the financial help of tneir
children, the childéren were exvected to provide food,
clothing, and a home for 3/22M 7/'”' PY "ror these
were the es;ﬁhce of bcnor"” wiren rendered in the oro-

ar snirit, N This suvport was never to te civen
rudgingly but always cheerfully, remembering that it

is a true plessurs and privilege to be zble so to serve
one's parents. The frod and clothing wers z2luays to e
the best that the chilildren could safford and uccoriinz to

tlint to which the »narents haed peen accustorxed zll of

[
-
1=
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e
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o
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e
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thedir lives, whenever poss

4 . -

desiree were to te heeded und

iz onel's fother war old and in the habit of eating eurly
n the mornin: before tne sun had risen zand was to usk
son to fe=d hinm, the son was not to resiond "How cen you
be hungry while 1t ie =till d-rk"? btut must imuediotely
srocure Jood for nie fither, cvreferably his father's fa-

vorite dish. me chiliren's attitude muct slways bde

one of respect zud rappiness to serve in these thin:s

l. 14.11fFf
:-I lt’ollff

is
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If such 1s not the case; if the children are grudging

and mean in thelr attitude, even thoush they do provide

tie best of food unc clothing =nd lodging if they do

s0 in a mean spirit saying /"0’0/‘/ JU//’/}”” l}/,"

j NjeyiN N when will this old one die so Lhat I shall be

rig of this expense?" or any such like, then he simll
» > =

surely be cut off from the world to come, If, on the
o%li=r hand, 2 son is poor, 2o roor that in order to se-
cure tne comfort of his futher, Zie must ask ids fither %o
take Iiis plsce in th fi@!ﬁ or s..cp or vwiatever occupation
Le rinds nimself, in ordsr to run errands for his fatner
for rood and clothing etc., tioush the food and clething
are of the meanest, yet if he offers thew with a thank-

—~

ful and grecious neurt, ue shall receive a juszt re =rd.

fiils 1s of cource typically Jewish. as Las been demon-

straied, no duty is fulfilled correctly when it is dis-
crurced cerely arc -oething which has to Le done. ihe
element of tnanks Jor thne privilese of being able to oh=-
serve Jod's will und to observe it accordingly, must al-
Waiys be the cuse else there is no merit in the sct.

shus the matter of honoring one's father and mother by
seein: to their physicasl needs could not be correctly

eéxecuted if' concelved in the spirit of duty salone.

-]-. J.D.EUf
o 17,117
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Une so nonored his parents not oniy for the love and re-
gard he had for them but, as a Divine cormundment, such
hor:or was worship of Uod and must be carried out in =
manner vefitting that worship, gladly and with Qignity
and rot meanly in sucn & way as to make the vurents feel
Duwilisted and shamed because of the circumnstances that
made them dependent upon dau hter snd sone.

althoush daughters received no meniion in
the chapter concerning the education of chiliiren, yet nere
they share equ:lly with the sons in the responsitvility
of supnmortinz the vsrents. If the daughter is unmarried,
or wicdowed or divorced, ?’?'3?'Pq34h?1/?son ané dsu hter
share ecually in this manner of honoring their perents/
sowever, if the daughter is married, then she is freed

-

of this responcsibiiity, but this exemption does not i
3
hold in the case of the murried son.
In case the purents ¢id not live with the

cnilaren, whenever they wished to nay their children a

visit, the clhiilcren are expected to receive then chezr=-

(A

fully and to stanc the einense of the Jjourney.
S0 imvortuant 414 the ns bis hold the pro-
'“r suprort of the parents to be, and so realistic were

hey in their conception of humsn nature that they took

3¥s, Eide 61D
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steps to see that puarentes shov d not suffer from tne negii-
gence of their children. daeslizing thet some children
might be found lacking in feeling for tieir parents and

in toeir concern for their welfsare, the habbis tauchti

that the :‘jet}&g'in had the power to compel the chiliren to
Fhl 1Ak //Jf/c.’o e’n ¥ &N P

ik )21 3%2 A9 pl
if the father is poor, tne son is oobli zed

support the psarents,

to suprort him and if he (the s=son) is not willing

ct

o do

so, the Beth Din may comnel him to discnarge that duty
1

torards his father.

Ce Courti:sies towarc FParents

aespect ana honor for one's father ang

mother was not liuited to supporting tiem although

such support ray Luve been thev /2 2)) ')/‘7’({',' nevey-
thieless there were other important weans by which the
children ¢ould menifest the proper zttitude toward their

oarents. 4t 1= forbiacen Tor & crkild to =it in the seat
wherein his fatier is sccustined to zit in the school or
synagosue,. Loreover, one must not txlk oversiuch in the

oresence of one's atlhier unless nis futher has ~iven

rin permdssion and we learn that tials is a good rule to

follow even when in the presence of those older than he

-

even toough not in the presence of Liis father.

1. T6.IfT; Tele, Lid, Glc P
2. 19.1ff; .Aghneh Toran, nilkot .amisri

» I'J.,:f




lowever, when one 1as sometning to say to

his futher he mast speak it frankly; 2 must not try ©o

as)ée anything nor to speak it in an involved and =ys-

terious faeshlon. One is able to correct his father in
natters of Toral /'IJ}" I‘ﬂ/ pVe pe /f’ﬁ'/’ﬁh [enre”
[’?"/ﬂ’ 7}1}/’/0:11;« if he difrers vith him pPWQ PR snd

not because ne his intent upon embarsssing nle father,”
and wien correcting onets fatiier is necessary, the correc-

tion should be mude In such fway as to glve the least

Fy-

possible offense, For example: J;J’)")?'Y //)ﬂk’ﬁu
fp! ,’J: )))U’? "1 ho releyWie kﬁ‘ )))[)‘H)?? Do not say to aim

(one's [ather): '-ou nuve zinned against the Lorsh,' ra-

tner 'Father, it is written so-znd-so in thie Torall.'"

One must always be careful that by no nmeuns, elther in-

fow any digresgpect for thelr rents becauce of any
infirrdty due to old age. oune =.ould never repn=at th

converssa don of nis purents i.. scorn Lor ..ake any such
A . £ .
remark such as ,)”-Jﬁj? | PYrs D= ?}’) VP that nis
. et 1o
arent's ood zeise hes ¥t ni due to hie =14 ate." 2

it is inveresting to note that if one must

cholce betueen performin; a witzvoh and a par-
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ticular act of honorinz purents, i it 1= possible To

zet another to perform the Litzvoh for him the child
siionld do £o and concern nimeelf with the act of parental
resvect. Lowever, if a substitute ig .ot availsble, the
Litzvoh must be nerformed first and after it .as been cor-

rectly discharged, then comes the act wiich is in resnect
3

we find that there were other choices
vulch misgnt confront the individual in thies natter and

oncerning one such cliolce the Havbisz tau ht trhat if

b

one muct chioose between sihowily nonor to faethir or mother,
he must first show resvect to nis father. If it is pos-
#ible to show respzct to both togetaer, fine; but if

unot, the fultier taxes precedeince. It 1s nstural for

the child to show more honor to hls mother since it 1is

che Wio Dore nim; Lut it ls nils Guty to give nrecedence to
nis fauther since 1t is the father wno ructs the chilaq
in Torah and brings him to the €29 P ( sor this

recson is ne Lo e snown honor ;irsc. (u-_ asove Dp.s8f)

lies o aisrespect :1or luck of concarn I'or tiie motner.
ohe 1g always tnhe ovject of tie tenisrest love and re-

SErQGe Al-askawe tells the suory of habbi 'Tarphon who

y - A
1e 19,2301

o 1 fe
-y ol - -




very azed and,zt one time, when her shoes becsue unlooszd,
.-
ar—ftted Ner to walk on his hHands until she had re.clhed
3

T -~ . - - -
tude on thie pert of the Jewish szges were not eceptional
= ; P e
ut were shered by the pgrest rank snd file of the Jewich
3 - - -~ - . - s
neople. rrom the treaendous re ra 108N 20 wWonenh 1L

the vast msjority of cas=zs in voth siclics]l and anebtinic

§ - i - o e =g = - o I
~ e "L . - - i
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Al
I e & TR 3 P SNy 4 o I g, T e e 3
£0 EVLIEE L0 D2 L€ Srealest Elnner ixapinsdle, 7=T ne
- oo, - - - R - $ - -
as ssgured of & vortion in tilie world to cone if ne bLut
- - = - = T — - e v« T T "= s ¥ d ym - S~ .
2RSEerved T commananeint 1in rec-=rd Lo nonor.n BI'€IiU8 .

)’/357 P Hf?“—)\f)’?fr[; YR YN @uyle (yeyy leal”
WY ey ﬁu . pele pre §21080

2 ot ey - § = - - .. y o=
v ginner, even win e commnit eversy geitle
- - ~ - - & . oo =] 2
TELSSTEBELION, Dechuse ol Ene Jact Liet he Honored his
F
g 4 sy sa il e ge Y " .
I'CNVE - SIRL L 1L8Ve A Sulovaidle re 1l B *Tom
sals »hnng extravasant cteotenent it 4= eary Lo see
- -y - - > - - o .
it e nroliem of rentzl honor and rag«rd was one
1 ol _Sep n -+
- Chenll ] <cele 'S4 - on
) P
- iwfl e ea®




-7T-

wnich was of great concern to the nabovis and because of

tais concern on tiielr part there as cowe to us one of
\

tie very noblest aspscts of thelr conception of the

family, Tae Jewish faumily nas becoume rightly fa -us

.-

for the strenzth of its famlliy ties, part of the reasnn
Tor which is this stress upon and inigh regard for its
stress on Filial plety znd respect and honor in which tze
purents are co be eternally held.

In this chapter of the weno.at Ha-.sor, tae

shoprtest of the three chaoters under ﬁisc;ssioq,we co!

@

to 4 concent ratner unioue for its time. In the Jeéew-
ish faunlly we see discipline and order, .ut not a éisci-
2line and ord.r which i.posed Irom the top down tut is

a resu-t of & neal=hy sttitude emannting from sll of tae 3

mermbers of thie family as a result of, end suided by Jew=

isn relisous tainking. £y no m2uans do we et the idea

.

from the material vresented tist the fathor was the ab-
cplute lord unad master the nstural object of revererce
and obedience., Hathsr are we si.own thet the parents

are deserving of honor because of their accuired uerit

wiich mukes thew ﬁmr/p}fe partiers with God.

farents ere not to Le respected and obe
Causs ey are e neacs of the nouse Lut Leczuse of
thelr adhsrsnce to ri ht, they deserve consgiieration.

e nove lesr:ned tiat if they Jo not so adhsre to right

a
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they are not to be accorded such respect and their cuil-
dren are justified in withholding it from them; indsed
tuney are warned a;ainst such ovarents lest they follow in
vheir ways.

<he Habbis were obvinusly cognizant of

-

the truth that such values as resnect andéd honor cannot
ve aculisved lor a people by were lezgicsls
honoring of what ie pood nd moral had Crom Israel's

Lirth, so To speak, been vital to ier to the extent that

1t became iinerent in her relizisus cliaracter, tiae Habbils

realized that parents could be wortihy in the nind of the
Jew only to the c<xtent thet goodness snd morality were

s

doainant in tiem. J4his implied a dual responsitility.

’ One upon the children, of course, tiust when tuey recog-
nized such jjood tney were to respect.it. a4and tie othsr
upon tie parents which said that t.iey nust so conduct t.aelr

lives as to Le worthy of the respeet of taeir enildren.

ihe Habbis were experts in many fields and not the least

tiiese was the [ield of numan neture, They well knew

laren nonoriin: virtuous
' parents «uf {ollowing in their ways would Jewish moralicy

ve strengthened witiin the Jewish people und preserved

17 = +7 19 -y al:d N Ay - " - 4 . = £
etsrnally Tirousa its chilldren for zenerstion sfter
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CHAPTER V

CORCLUSIVES

".s no other factor, the pure and tender
family ties helped to preserve the Jewish people and to
keep them as a sane and hLealthy moral comnunity."l AS
we have seen, the reason for this vital success of the
family in Judaism is precisely because the Jewlsh
autkority has always preserved & sane, healthy moral
attitude towards its conception of the family. Frrom
Al=-lskaws's work we have learned that tzere were four
responsibilitiec involved in the model family. First,
their responsibility of the husband ané wife toward
each other. Second, their responsibility towards

o

their children: third, the responsibility of the chil-
dren towards the psarents; 8.¢, fourtnh, their cormon
responsitility toward the almighty. This fourth, which
is, of course, their highest cuty, can not, Jowever,
be fulfilled except insofar as the fanily succeeds
ix fulfilling the first thoree.

we are not, therefore, to wonder at
the statement by ioth: "lotwithstanding his (the Jew's)
physical degredation, there were certaln specific values

which the Jews succeeded in keeping slive even amic the

1. Cohon, Samuel 8., Judaism as a way of siving, pe.?7l
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squalor of tie ghetto. There was in the first place

the ideal of the family. His home life in the middle
ages was generally on & plane distinetly higher than

that of his neighbors....’he oonogamous ideal...was more=-
over consicered more seriously than amony the Zuropean
Christians, for concubinage, adultery and orostitution
were rare phenomena in the Judengasse at s time when

the sexual life without was at its lowest level.% we

are not to be surprised, for we may well assume that

a people who took their religlon seriously enough to

c¢ie for it, better still, tc live in wretched misery

for it, would, naturally, cherisin it and make the most

of it, Thelr reiigion conteined certain szttitudes toward
marriage anc the family, and as the religion was lived *
and preserved, so were its inplications for every aspect

of their lives lived and preserved.

»ow Al-lakaws shows no recerd curing or
after Talrudic times of a period when knighthood was
in flower in Jewish life. we have no recoré of plumed
knizhts, darirg dragons, demons, or dastardly ogres to
win the smile of some beveiled beauty. we never nad
nor laid claim to such; and let this statement silence
those who sccuse Jewlsh apeologists of claiming for th
Jewish people responsibility for everythirg of worth

in the wigdle apges. ouch manifesiations of chivalrous

1. noth, Cecil, The Jewish Contrivution to Civilization, p.42f
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love may have been nipped and stifled by the lesson
learned from Delilan &nd her Sir Sammson. lior have we
extravagant ballads ol Jewish love and devotion, which
were the procucts of knighthood anong other peoples,
Jewish love songs were directed to Zion, or Toran, or
God; and whatever otiier poetry and romance remalned,
they translated into tieir lives so far as they were
able under tne limitations of the times, wiich wmeans
that they lived that poetry in their homes. ue did

not have romantic ballads as dic the knights, yet "in
the twelfth and thirtee:th centuries when wife-beating
w&s not only customary among all classes but expressiy
peruitted by Canon Law and by tne statutes of some small
towns, nagbis declared, 'this is a thing not done in
Israel.'" Yet there was one lcve song we knew, and

it was not the property of a few, corresponding to

the knights and their princesses; it was the heritage

of every man and wife in Israel, recited and sung in
one of the hollest moments in Israel's continuous
tradition, and rooted in her past and in her knowledgze.
It was sung when the only ipeeu isruel ever bowed to
cape to grace their home once a week, when the fr?

, had returned from rendering homage to tne One

ning he ever worshipped. Then, with a full heart, the

happy, thankful notes of ICQ"": id Fn vl rang

e
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through and sanctified the home. &and there is a ronsnce
here, resplendant and sublime, tc put to pale littleness
the romance of knights witl blooded armor and beautiful
VErSES.

And just as Judaism has no knightly romance
so0 also does she snow no evidence, indeed shie denies, as
we learn from these chapters of lenoras :ia-.aor, such
doctrines which declare marriage to be a necessary evil,
a concession to the fleshy lmperfections withir man,
Warriage for the Jew is no concession; it is at once
a privilege and a duty. And indeed, we have learned
that he who marries merely to satisfly those physical
needs, in order that tlhey may be silenced and not drive
him to excesses, 1s regarded with much Zisdain. And
even though e does through such a marrisge fulfill the

letter of the aitzvon and is thus, according to our

autinority, deserving of some reward, his reward is least
in worth, even as his motivation for marriage is least
in nmerit.

From this ve are not to suprose that the
ne&bbls exalted the pascsions that exist within man, They
neld that such passions are neither good ror evil in
themselves. They are natural; part of man. Wwnat is
evil or good is the uses to which they are put. e have
learned that merely to engage in carnal pleasures with

no thought or intent cther than those pleasures, is

fn i

efinitely wrong, and in such cases man's natural passions
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do lead him astray. But to bend those forces within
him to the sanctification of his people and his God:
this is good &and in fulfillment of the first of the
Divine precepts. It i1s not necessary for man teo stifle
nis desires. It is necessary only that he govern then,
From this concept has evolved the Rsbbinice
Loncept of the Family as we have found it. The basis
of the family is, of course, the relationships between
nusband and wife. &And the proper basis for their
relationships is the realization on the part of both
of them that they are, in every aspect of their married
life, engaging in the sanctification of God. This
attitude is to pervade all sven in the very act of
intercourse, Thelr attitude toward eacn other and
to the relationships they enjoy is to be defined by
the knowledge that tiey are acting in tihe fulfiliment
of a divinely ordained covenant. Remeibering that
sccordi:g to one sgchcol of thought at least their
marrisze was indeed, if not made, then fore-ordained
in heaven, end each pertner of the marriaze was aprointed
for the otier by God himrcelf. One can well ims
high feelings of respect and re;

ani wife held each other when they came tTo thls

realization. It is no wender that the Jewish family
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nhes been hneld tne psregont wotivated and inspired as

it was, how could it nelp but be? Liwo people loving

and resvecting each other in marriaze that was regarded
as the finest sct of Divine worship could not but found
a union and an ideal with the highest ethical and re-
iigious connotations. There are further implicationss
.hen & man and woman realize that those forces within
themselves are capable of being bent to exalted purposes,
then how much the more will they becore confident of

their own inherent dignity and worth, and in the light

of this consciousness how much more of pood ané worth
can they accomplish. It may ell be said that the
Jewicsh conce .t of the relations between man and wife

wes one of the cuief factors contributing to the

gevelopment of religious etrice. wan is not bad anc

oy

carnal. ue is good and capacle oi ethical living.

purity of family life, the nabbis evolved strincent
bounds, concepts CONCEruing incest, prostitution,
adultery, anéd irresular practices. These concepts
Jere svolved and stringently onforced Ilor two reascns.
First, that the energies of the people would not be
dissipated and the power of increasing and =multiplying
within the Jewish fold thus be lessened; axd, secondly,

thet the icdesl of marriazge woula not be held lightly,
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disdained and sullied. For much the same reason that
all intercourse with foreign falths was rigidly pro-
hibvited, in order to protect the purity of Judaism, so
was all intercourse with foreig:iers of the ppposite
sex prohibited, in order to protect the purity of th
Jewish marrinse ideal, which litself was one of Judaism's
Keystones.

sut this idesl aid not pertain only to
the relations between husband and wife. There were
sleso responcibiiities to ve discherzed toward the
of fepring of such a marriage. Volumes have been written
upo.. the Jewlsa orincipleof education, and upon their
respect for and tenacity toward that principle. ooth
principle and respect and tenacity are auply illustrated

in our work. liot only was Talmud, and deep reverence

b

Por the Talmud, teught by father to son, but also i:

this process the son wus zads o realize that 1t wus

not only ais duty to learn and to study, but once having
done so, it became no less & duty for nim to teach his
children efter nim, and the children of those who hed
ey teacher. Thus was the rich and varied tapestry
of Judsiem wover, and rewoven, increasing,anc growing

'._~?

tins iizelf to new and

strons in the incresse; ada

!(‘_‘

cnanging circwmstances,a:d growing strong in the
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But Torsah was not to be used as a spade
to dig with, yet man must aig and must, then, be provid:d
with a spade. And so the sons nad to be taught a trade
in order to provide the necessities of 1life for him and
his family. But he must always remember that, trade or
no trade, if he were sincerely in want and unable to so
provide, it was his privileged duty to accept help from
those why by reason of circumstance were in a positlon
to help him. The family was nelither to feel want nor
humbling of pride. Thus were the children to be taught
bota the ethical idcmals of Torah and the practiical

tecimiques of 1life. The one so that Judalsm shoul

'+

grow and live, and the other so that its people should
be enabled to live and grow and perpetuate its vital
messace. 1t is true and camnot be denied that the
daughters did not share in this education to the same
extent as the sons, as was the practice in =21l of th
contemporaneous cultures. out if we are to condemn

Jusalias: for that we have also to con

T e wr - Y f o - - 3 £ wn 2 Al .
ot only wss Zonor perents, in the sgight of God, more

. el =2l Saa
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the fifth commandment. This honor, in youth, was limited
to obedience and courtesy the standardés for which have
hardly been improved upon in modern times; but in later
1ife the duty towards parents hed more serious implica-
tions. &ll children, sons and unmerried daushters, were
bound to contriuute to the parents' supnort willingly

and cheerfully, nor was this contribution ever to lower
the esteem of the parents in the eyes of the children.

It is perhaps worthy of note that this is

ne shortest of the chapters on famlily life. Ferhaps
it is pecause Al=-lakawa himsel? was least bothered LY
the proble.. Perhaps because in the Jewish consclous-
ness this idesl of parental respect was so ingrained
that it was tsken for granted; therefore no lenjgthy
treatment of it as & virtue was felt to be necessary.
In its conception, however, in the minds of the rabbls
and in its practice in the lives of the Jewish people
it was no less & virtue and no less exalied a virtue
than the others treated.

Thus we have a Jewish conception of the
fumily which makes of the fanmlly a temple dedicated to
tie worship of Jod in every phase of the life of that
family. In the relationship of husband to wife, of
parents to cnildren and of caildren to parents, as

outlined in our work, do we have this conception clearly
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demonstrated.

llow the argusente may well be advance. that

t~is conception as held in the minds of the rabbis was in

truth exalted and inspiring and s hallowing of Jod. Cut
did it not exist merely in the minds of the rabbis? was
it not ierely an idezl far above the actuality aclieved
vy the people? we know that thies is not so. Jucaism

as a faith, a way of life, and the peosle of cudalsm could
never heve withstood the constant bLombardment of the

eges had she not schieved this ideal of the family. It
was bedrock, but it was more then bedrock. 4t was juid-
ing stur, but nesrer to thelr nearis than star aver came.
Judaism nas lived Lecause its life and icts faith lias leen
erecred upon: the stauwnch and immovable ideals expressed
in their uoblest in family lire. 1In these ideals of the
Jewish family tne4® is 2 plan and a pattern. &« plan snd
g pauttern for the destined familyhood of all the peoples

-

of ull the earth, a plan and a pittern wherein the noble
tender ties of the farily ns we lave come to xuow it
siiall lwold all men tocether in mutuzl love «nd in the

£1lial worsiip of the aluwigiity.
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