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ABSTRACT 

The purpose of this dissertation was to investigate the biblical 

concept of poverty and related conditions. In order to accomplish this 

task, an analysis of the root;JJ >I and its syno:lyms was necessary. It 

was discovered that t he various roots may have positive and negative 

connotations. The negative connotations are descriptions of lacks 

(including those of a material, social, civil, and mental nature). 

The positive connotations are descriptions of virtues (incl udinc humility, 

religious communion, wisdom, salvat ion, and righteousness) . 

These connotat ions are ieatures or characteristics ~ssociateo. with 

various entiti es which the wora 'J.~ and i ts synonyms denote. One r'Y' • 

of these entities is the poor man. The social reali ties which he must 

endure include hunger, lcm" st atus, oppression and the like . Social 

at ti tu des evolved concerning noverty. These reveal ambivalent feel ings-

both hostili ty and a ~stical admiration . Social idealis ts, concerned 

with the harashi os of the needy, expres sed t heir t houghts. These are 

concretized in the bi blical legis la t i on, and in t he utt erances of prophets 

and t heir s~iritual inher i t ors . A normative t heology aeveloped in ti.:ne 

explaining why t he ooor were cons i Jerea ooly men . This belief, naving 

evolved in ~ost probabi lity 1rom a belief co~ce?Tling the historic ante-

cedent of t he ooor man, the desert wanderer, had to be rati onali zed. 

T!ie r at ::..ona..Li zation was a theology, a orocess theoloi;:v . I t cl aimea that 

one vtho s ins i s punished by God. The punishment may take the f onn of 

;:,overty . One sui·ier ing indigence is moved to t um to God . \Then man 

res'!'.)onds to God, God i s rece:>tive to him. Thus ulti.'l!lately the poor lt.8Il 

becomes int imate with t he Uivine Beinr and i s considered uni quel y hol y . 



The term '~ ~ and its synonyms may a oply to other entities 

incl uding the homeless wanderer, the prisoner, the sick man , an individual 

or nation in exile, a nati on enduring 1'2lllllle, slavery, or subjueation 

and conquest by an enemy. All of these units, in these life-circumstances, 

share many f eatures in col!D:'.on with each other and l'i'ith t he poor man. 

Also the process theology, explaining the mystic al. belief about poverty , 

w~s detected in each one of these c ases . All of these conditions are 

the consec.uence of sin, all l ead t o punishnent by God , a receptivity 

to Him, and tis response . Such sufferin~ induces a close r elat ionship 

wi th the Diety. 

As all hardshipi:; descrioed by the word 'J ~ and its synonyms 
• "=" 

r esult in a closer association with Goa, ritual ionIIS imitating these 

hardships developed. The purpose of these c eremonials was t o make one's 

pr ayers e1Ticacious . The forms include 1 asting, the use of c:ust and 

ashes , puttinr on sackclot. , rending the r;ament. , sha-Ting t he oeard and 

t he head, recitini:; fonnulas , and weeping. 
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PR!:FACE 

Poverty has been a major problen in the history of mankind. 

From that 1'1.rst moment when economic differences became apparent, 

man has asked "why so? Why are sane men poor and nee~" And whenever 

man asks, man must seek answers. He is basically a pr oblem-solving 

animal . From age to age there arose thinkers who were concemed with 

poverty and its pain . Some, the less passionate, searched 1·or abstract 

solutions . Others , the impatient, more idealistic men, could not rest 

until they 1·ouna ways and means to elimina te the problem al together. To 

rehearse the names of these men 110uld be to enumerate the most 1.nfluential 

personali ties in human history. The list would include the prophets, 

and Buddha, and Jesus, and }~arx and Tolstoy. Nat1ons also have respondea 

to the cancerous ('roolem o:: ?OVerty . Social weliare ~roerams have 

spread from Gennany to much of the wes tern .,..,rld. Socialism and Comrau.ni.sm 

are systems aedicated to the eradication of human deprivation . Tnere 

i s no doubt • •• poverty has challenged men and nat:.ons . l t has influenced 

thought ana action. 

No book has molded world thought quite as s1gnificantly as the Bible. 

As the central document of three rel1gious communities, Judaism, 

Christianity, and ~ohammed.ism, it bas permeated the tbou(;ht t:lrocesses 

of countless myriads of 1.eople . The v:ay in r.hich the 3ible VJ..ews 

poverty .is the base from which developed. all subsequent t hought and action. 

To investigate t his view is theref ore of r rezt im~ortance. It should 

be o.r interest not only to the Bible scholar, nut to all ::;tuaents o.r 

the history of ideas . 

Our intention in this thesis is to exhaust the concept of poverty 

in the Bible. But before this c ould be accomplished, the problem of 

i 



tenninology had to be solved. l.n the Hebrew language there is no word 

which denotes poverty alone. There are rather several wor ds which may 

describe poverty or other related conciitions as well. l t was therefore 

necessary to discover those passages in which poverty l.S referred to, 

and those in which the other conditions are rel'eITea to. An analysis 

of the liebrew wora:s was essential, as a beginnin&• The first chapter is 

devoted to this. Once the analysis was completed, we could t hen ap ply 

certain standard criteria of poverty which sociologists use . By this 

method we isolated those verses in whicn poverty was discassed. By 

systematizing t hese, we were able to discover the biblical concept 01 

poverty. The iruormation is containeC1 in the second chapter. Finally 

in the t hird chapter we aisctLSsed t he other re.la tea con01 tions . From 

our aiscussion it 1fil.1 oecome apparent that thes e condit ions are very 

s imilar to poverty . Tney resembled one another s o closel y that t he sace 

Hebrew words could describe any and all of them. 

The scope o.i t ni s work m s ?JUch crec: ter t han the author antici?Qtea . 

One reali zes the breaath of nis subjec t only after navine completea. t he 

res earch . 3y then 1 t is too l ate to t urn back . Therei ore c ertain rtatters 

which seemed peripher al. were not hanalea aaecuatel y . We nope that t he 

rec.der will realize t his and uncerst and . 

ii 



CHAPTER ONE 

The l.!eaning Of The Root i7 J JI 

And Its Synonyms 
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FREQU~CY AND DISTRIBUTION OF THE HOOTS 

The root ;'IJ.Y in ail its verbal, nonal and adjectival I"on!IS 

appears 214 times in the Bible. 

The adjective 1-:J-f appears 71 times. Here is a .List of those 

occurrences: 

Ex. 22:24, LeT. 19:10; 23:22, Deut. 15:ll; 24:12, 14-15, 

II Sam. 22:28, Isa. 3:15; 10:2, .30; 14:.32; 26:6; 32:7; 41:17; 

49:13; Sl.:21; S4sll; 58:7; 66:2, Jer. 22:16, Ezek. 16:49; 18:12, 17; 

22:29, Amos b:4, Hab. 3:1.L, Zeph. 3:12, Zech. 7:10; 9:9; 11: 7, 11, 

Pa. 9:19; 10:9 (twice); 12:6; lh:6; 1~:28; 22 :25; 25:16; 34:1, 7; 

35:10 {twice); 37:14; 40 :18; 68;11; 69 :30; 70:6; 72 :2, 4, 12; 

74:19, 21; 82:3; 66 :1; d8 :16; 102:1; 109:16, 22; 140:13, Pr. 22 :22; 

30:14; 31:9, 20, Job 24:4, 9, 14; 29:12; 34:28; 36:15, Ecc. 6 :8. 

Its by-fonn IJ y ap!)ears 20 times, distributed as foilO'lfs: 
-rT 

Nwn. 12:3 {only occurrence in the singular), Isa. ll:4; 29 :19; 

61:1, Amos 2:7, Zeph. 2:3, Ps . ~ :13; 10:12, 16; 22 :27; 25: 9; .34:3; 

37:11; 69:33; 76 :10; 147:6; 14~:4, r. 3:.34; 14:21; 16 :19. 

The abstract noun 'JJI can be found 36 times as l"ollows: . .,. .. 
Gen. 16 :11; 29 :32; 31:42; 41:52, Ex. 3:7, 17; l4:31, Deut . 16:3; 

26:7, I Sam. 1:11, II K. 14:26, Isa. 4ij:lO, Fs . 9:11; 25:18; 31:8; 

44:25; 88:10; 107:10, 41; 119:50, 92, 153, Pr. 31:5, Job 10:15; 

30:16, 27; 36:8, 15, 21, Lam. 1:3, 7, 9; 3:1, 19, ~eh . 9:9, I Chron. 22 :14. 

The noun .n 'JI/JI occurs l time in Ezra j: S. The abstr act form , --:· ... 
a~pears once also in Ps . 22:25. 

The form i' J ~.JI: C!ppears 7 times . They are: 

II Sam. 22:)6, Zeph. 2:J, ~s. l ti :36; 45:5, rr. 15:33; 1~ :12; 22 :4. 
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The Ter'b ;r .,, ie cited 76 times. It appears usually in the piif,1. 
T • 

' c It a.1.so occurs in the qal (Q below), nip!ru (N below), ~ (P below), 

,( ' hip}i il (Hiph. below), and the hithpa' el (H below). The clistribution is 

as follon: 

Gen. 15:1); 16:6, 9 (H); )l:SO; 34:2, Ex. 1:11-12; 10:) (N); 

22:21-22, Lev. 16:29, )l; 2):27, 29 (P), 32, Rum. 24:24; 29:7; 

30:14, Deut. 8:2, 3, 16; 21:14; 22:24, 29; 26:6, Ju. 16:~, 19; 

19:24; 20:5, II Sam. 7:10; 13:12, 14, 22, 32, I K. 2:26 (B, twice); 

8:35 {Hiph.); 11:39, II K. 17:20, Isa. )1:4 (Q); 53:4 ( ~) , 7 (N); 

58:3, 5, 10; 6o:l4; 64:11, Ezek. 22:10-11, Nah. 1:12 (twice), 

Zeph. 3:19, Zech. 10:2 (Q), Ps. 35:13; H8:8; 89:23; 90:15; 94:5; 

102:24; 105:18; 107:17 (H) ; 116:10 (Q) ; 119:67 (Q), 71 (~), 15, 

107; 1.32:1 (P), Job )0:11; 37:23, Lam. 3:33; 4:3; 5:11, Dan. 10:12 (H), 

Ecc. 1:13 (Q); 3:10 (Q), Ezra 8:21 (H), II Chron. 6:26 (Hiph). 

The root ~ • T appears 62 times. The adjec tival form ).,. occurs -
53 times. The distribution i.s as 1·01l ows: 

Gen. 41:19, Ex. 23:3; 30:15, Lev. 14:21; 19:15, Ju. 6:15, I Sam. 2:8, 

ll Sam. 1.3:4, II E:. 24:14; 25:12, Isa. 10:2; 11:4; 14:30; 25:4; 

26:6; )6:12, Jer. 5:4; 39:10; 40:7; 52:15-16, Amos 2:7; 4:1; 5:11; 

8:6, Zeph. 3:12, Ps. 41:2; 72:13; 82:3-4; 113:7, ?r. 10:15; 14:31; 

19:4, 17; 21:13; 22:9, 16, 22; 28:3, 8, 11, 15; 29:7, 14, Job 5:16; 

20:101 19; 31:16; 34:19, 26, Song of Songs 7:6, Ruth 3:10. 

The ver'b ~ ~ #' appears 9 times in the qal and niph 'al. These are: 
-~ 

Ju. 6:6 (N), II Sam. 3:1, Isa. 17:4 (N); 19:6; 38:14, Ps. 79:6; 

116:6; 142:7, Job 28:4. 

The a~ctive I·,' ~ :~ occurs 60 times as follows: . . 
Ex. 23:61 11, Deut. 15:4, 7 (twice), 91 11 (twice); 24:14, 
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I Sam. 2:8, Isa. 14:.30; 25:4; 29:19; 32:4; 41:17, Jer. 2:34; 

5:28; 20:13; 22:16, Ezek. 16:49; 18:12; 22:29, Amos 2:6; 4:1; 

5:12; 8:4, 6, Ps . 9:19; 12:6; 35:10; 37:14; 40:18; 49:3; 69: 34; 

10:6; 72 :4, 121 13 (twice); 74:21; 82:4; ti6 :1; 107 41; 109:16, 

22, 31; 112:9; 113:7; 132:15; 140:13, Pr. 14:31; 30:14; 31:9, 

20, Job 5:15; 24:4, 14; 29:16; 30:25; 31:19, Est . 9 :22. 

The root Ill~ 1 aupears ) .!. ti.mes. The S!1 parti ciple occurs in 

23 verses. They a re as iollows: 

I Sam. 18:23, II Sam. 12:1 , J, 4, Ps. ~2 : 3, Pr . 10:4; 13:8, 23; 

14:20; 17:5; 1U:2J; l~:l, 1, 22; 22: 2, 7; 24 :34; 28 :J, 6, 27; 

29:13, Ecc. 4 :14; 5:7 • 

•• The noun 41 ] occurs 6 t~s as f ollows: 

Pr. 6 :11; 10 :15; 13:ld; 28 :19; 30:d; 31:7 . 

·- ~··' •J" ... ._1•~ Th - noun nas t hree writ ten r·o:nns - •• ,- , • • '!, and - .' • 

Those r ef erences vocalized ,.,~ .'! are Pr. 10 :15; 13: () 1 and 24 :34; those 

vocalized "'·~ are i--r. 28:19; 31 :7; those spelled 411°,\' .? are Pr . 6 :11; 

30: 6. There do not seem t o oe any major diff erences among t.hese three . 

They ar e but alternat e fonns (see 111·4'7 in ?r. 6 :11 and in Pr. 24:.34 .. 
whi ch are almost exact oarallels) . 

The verb /J:/., is f ound onl y 2 times . Once in t he qal (Fs . 34 : 11) 

and once as a hithpo' lel participle (Pr. 13:7 ) . 

1e might note ~ere that i t bec~mes apparent from t hese stat istics 

that t he !'our roots u e 0 1 ten used in the s ame ver se as synony::is or 

parallel s . The implicat i on i s t hat t hey are all o asi cally similar. 
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THE 1IBANING OF THE ROOTS 

I Jlethodologr 

Our concern in this secti on rill. not be to find the original mean­

ing or the root iV 't!I' and its synonyms. Rather we shall attempt to 

determine the meanings on the basis ot the context, the parallelism, the 

governing verb, etc. A few illustrations will clarify the method. In 

Isa. 41:17 the Hebrew text. reads: ll • :' ·, '~ {~· ~/ 0 • ! ! ~ ~ 

I!~: 11 .' !' a•~"~~:' "The{ :.m.,•pm and lvro'rd.m seek water and there 

is none ••• ". As the verse stands, ill we can say about the two groups is 

that they are thirsty. In Isa. lU.:17 tbere1:ore the words a•" J~ and .. -: 
D' J 'I • :J .. X connote indi vidua1s who are thirsty. A second example is . . .. 

Jer. 5:28: ·I t' O 11.1 · >-'') CJ' J 'r • 2 ,< c ~ ':' ·~ ./ .. ., . . . . - . 
" ••• and the judgment due to the e~o '1im they did ~o~ render (judge) •• •". 

The sentence implies that tbeD' J .I • i~ are those who were mistreeted in . . •: 
the law courts. We may sa:y t hat in Jer 5:28 the adjective connotes 

individuals who lack legal protection. i'ie have taken every occurrence 

of the vari ous forms of the word , ..J .:I and its synonyms, applied this . .,. 
method of anelysis t o them, and then categorized them systematically. 

For those who are interes ted in the basic meanings of these roots, 

we cite here the doctoral dissertation of ~aurice Thorner, entitled, 

Poor and Rich in the Old Testament Wl. th a Stuc;Y of i71lJ.J in the Bible 

and Rabbinical Literature ( New York: Bacon Printing Co., 1905). On 

page J he defines the root 17 .J )o as "... depressed, bent, oppressed, 

afflicted with sorrow, etc . The root-idea refers to the faint, broken, 

exhausted appearance or the • J JI ••• ". It is based on the Arabic 'an!. · r 
He int erprets the fonn ~:! as "From the root-notion ( ~ ~ 'r weak, hove~ 

ing, slack, flabby, lean), ~!would mark the weak, unsettled, defenseless 
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conditi Olll ••• • (p. 5). Ji• f :Y be states • ••• cmes from the root. 

(Ar. ~abi) ciesi.ro'18, demmding, requesting, then needy.• (pp.)-4). 

A good translation, he suggena, would be "beggar" • ••• it we wse the 

term in a pusiYe sense as denoting one whose condition appears to beseech 

others !or help ••• • (p. 4). The participle &ef; he states ia •trca 11:1 ' 

••• meaning to push, dr1 Ye, etc., it would signify the r est l ess, driven, 

hunted feeling ot' the poor.• ( p . 5). 

We JlllSt mention that there are maey contexts in whi ch a word could 

be classitied under more than one category. We have not done any cross-

f'il.ing. lre haft simply taken the moet obTi.oue connotati on and cited it. 

Tbe ilnpllcation of this is that the roots may haYe more than one over-

t one. Do not consider the categories mutaa..Uy exclusive. 

Lastly the biblical citat ior.s found in this secti on and in the 

remainder of tbia study are t aken from R. Kittel, Biblia Hebraica 

(Stuttgart: Privilege. Wurtt. Bibelanstalt, 1954). The reader is 

asked to rei'er to this text. 

II Negative Meanings 

A. A Lack The Nature Of Wnicb Is Physical 

1. Lack of Food or Drink 

The root 7JJJI aa;v cleacribe a lack of 1·ood or drink. The adject ival 

f ora / J JI can denote one who i s thirsty or hungry. Isa. 41:17 ia a . .,. 
fine example: o • •· '?. .:a. " a .; ., ' ~ :'! n ! a • ~ J.JI ,., . :-: .. ... .. ..... ,. 

i7 .P 1.1· J i7 ,.,, ~ ..il. 0 ..I ) "'$ 
'T" ?1' • .,. - y : 

"ThEJ' ~z'e and the 'e!yon'im seek water and there is none; their tongues 

f ail with thirst.• The "WOrd is used sill11.larly in Lev. 19:10; 23:22, 

Isa. 41 :17, f's. 22 :271; 68:112; 102:13. In the phrase ,.,·.~.-! 1hJ.JI , 
. • T • 



the Teri:> ii~~ describes the action ot •cien3'ing food to" (so•one). 

In Isa. Sth 3 notice the parall.el.1.n: iA •• • ! .1 J ,, J i1 JI/ > 
• • .._ • T . 

JI =1-!.' "'~ ! ·I J ~· ~ :t .1 J It t : # "':°
1 
~ 

"Why have we .t"asted and You did
0 

not notice, (why) have we denied our-

selves nourishment and You knew it not?" Tnia usage is found also in 

Lev. 16:29, 31; 23:27, 29, 32, Bum. 29:7; 30:14, Isa. S8:5, Ps. 35:13, 

Ezra 8:21. The pi 'ei 1·onia alone may denote the action of causing a lack 

of rood or drink. In Deut. !:.) we 1·1nd an excellent exampl e: 

, 2. JI J ,, .! ""':1 :J_. i ! 1 "And He caused You to lack food, and 
Tl •: t • - "'1 

made you hungr;y ••• •. The sa:te is true of I K. B:JS and II Chron. 6:26. 

The niph C.al. may denote the state o! being hungry (Isa. 58:10)4. 

The adjective S ! may al.so aescribe one who lacks adequate nourish-

ment. In Pr. 22:9 notice the word.a; ~ J 1 '1 "7! ~ t;' f -t ~ · ~ 1 

• ••• i'or be giTes of hi.a bread to the 2!!"· Isa. 14 :305 is similar. 

The adjectiTe / '' • ~ ~~, may describe the same deprivati ons. We 

have already noted an example above una.er the word ' J .JI • Other similar , .. 
usages are found in Ex. 23 :11, Isa. 14:306, Ps. 132:15. 

The abstract noun lJ. • "! is t'ou.nd but once in this connection. The 

verse in Pr. 28:19 reads: i ..r /t/ T ,\' 
T : _.. 

T :z•_y .. 
LJ ) 1 0 , P. , .? 1 ! :! .~ ·I 0 TT > ·.· .. 

"He who tills his own land will eat bread in plenty, whereas he who 

pursues empty things shall have hunger in plenty41. In Ps. 34:11 the 

verbal 1'orm IJ'•t '7 denotes t he state ot' being hungry• . D'-, '9'.iJ . . : 
•I .1 Y 1 I · I W.' 1 ,.. . -• 

"The whelps are hungry and starved ••• •. 

2 . Lack 01 Clothing 

The adjecti Tal fOl"ID ' ! ~ ia uaed to denote a lack of clothing in 

Deut. 24:121 I C:i )i .:!. - · -
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"And ii he be ai in1 , you. shall not lie oo his pledge (garment).• 

The word J i 1 ~ ~ cm describe one without proper apparel. 

This is true in Job )1:19: / 'I ' -f t J ..n-1 O l> / '~~ / 
" ••• and there was no covering for thd\:an.• 

). Lack o! Shelter 

The adjective '! ; may indicate one who is homeless . For example, 

in Isa. 56:7 one finds ; :::J J 7 ., , /II ;J • .> J .Y ' . . , . -· . . . 
J'1 ' .1 /\ • ..::!. .JJ " • • • and the wfln(1ering you 

• .,. • ? 

brmg into (your) nome ••• n. Such is the case also in Ps. 37:117• 

The noun ' .J .Y can describe the condition of homelessness. This . -r: 
is its connotation in Lcuu 1: 1. Notice the word i1 1 T ./-, N parallel ..,.. ·.. : 
to 7:1 ' ..; .Y • Lam. ):19 is similar. 

T ; T 

4. Lack of Weal th 

The form , J ~ can denote one wno lacks money. In Pr. )1:2u this 
·T 

is the intent of the words : > ..) ..> ~ il • AJ I .!J 11 "iJ .i) 
• T '.' T ' T T -

"She stretches forth her nanc1 (sne d ves charity) to the poor man ••• ". 

The aajective is used similarly in Ex. 22 :24, Deut. 15:116; 24:14-15, 

9 lv Pr. 14:21 , Joo 24:9 • 

Al.so ~ ·T can indicate a lack oi. wealth . Representative of a 

mmber of passages is Ex. 30:15. It reaas: x'} 1 1 w·-> ;-, 
• T •,· 

C· y µ > \ ' • ~ > :r ;; I i1 ::t. : ~ "The rich man snail not give more . ' - - - . ·.' . 
or t he poor man give l ess ••• •. The other verses inc.iuae Lev. 14:2111, 

II K. 24:1412, lI K. 25:1212, J er. 39:10
12

; 4o:f2; 52:15-16
12

, Pr. 10:15; 

19:413, l~; 26:6~ Job 20:1014, ~th 3:10. 

The Hebrew wora ·, > 1. ,\' can be used s imil.ar.ly. In ?s. 4~:) 
I , '.' 

. I ~ ' ,.'y -r17 " I I , 2 :'· . ' "';" :; I - :_ .. the "'o.Uowing woras appear: 
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together, rich and poor.• Other references are Deut . 15:4 , 

9, 11; 24:1.4-15, Pr. 31:20, Est. 9:22 . 10 

The participial form ,.,.1' is used in this way, usua.U.y in chiastic 

parallelism. A typical exanrole is Pr . l..4:20: .. •'J • ' . 1 ;r 1-, } D ~ . .. . . .. . . : 

D' ~ ! "\ ''!¥ '~ ~J'f •I~ "Even to his friend(s) the poor man is hatei"tl, 

but the comrades of the rich man are man;t' . The other passages incl-.ide 

II Sam. 12:1, 3, 4, Yr. 10:4; 13:6; 19:1 (compare with 26:6) , 22:2, 7; 28:6. 

The abstract 11;,•.? can denote economic aeprivation. "'· .. ,' , •• 
~ .? - I {! !'- } -:..~ 

" ... Poverty and wealth do not grant me ••• " ( r r. 30 :b) . The same is the 

case in Pr. lO:lS. 

The hithpo' l el participle of the verb .i:1 ? connotes the process 

of becori.ing a pauper. Such is its use l.Il Pr. 13:7: • > "' ,. 
i 1 I·, .,, :' M ~·; , I!'! > •• I ... ~, / 1111· I .II~ .. -- : . 

"I t is possible to become wealthy and. have nothing, and to become poor 

and {obtain) much substance" . 

S. Lack of Children 

The abstract noun 

of this is Gen. 16:11: 

1-1¥: may imoly barrenness . The finest exanple 

'J1 f.) T ~· > I 'i7 -, i7 :'7 :J ":1 
• .. • .... • .,...,... • P• 

:1 I ii • J,I ~ 61° " • • • behold you sha11 
? : - r 

conceive and bear a child for the Lord has hearkened unto your barrenness." 

. 17 l ti Other references include Gen. 29:32 and I Sam. l:ll. 

6 . Lack of Heal th 

The noun >-!I. can indicate a lack of physical hecilth . Sucb is the 

'.J • V - Ill £/ .> I I., ~ T1 ,.._••, intent of Job 30:16: ~ ,. -' ' • . . . . . ·.-
n ••• ciays of ill health have t.9ken hold of me." T"ne following verse 
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proYea it, !or therein Job discuses the suf'feri.ng which his illness 

hu caueed: ,, · · > ' ~ ? • Y :' . • . ') f- -/ 1 ~ ~ ¥ 77 j :' 1 
, ., .1 ~ , .,.. 

., w. • •By night, it pierces iq bones ••• end '111¥ gDPing 

pa.inB do not cease (rest).• Notice also verse 18 for fu.rther evidence. 

If verse 27 'J JI 18 uaed again With the same meaning (notice the 
• T. 

paralleliaa). 

The adjectival form > ~can al.80 denote a poor physical condition. 

Thie is tn18 in Gen. 41:19: . , • f'
0

1 I • ~ 1 .~ · 77 ~ 17 / 
, . . ~ : 

J 
0

1 ..> 1 I 
T 

•And behoi<! seven cows ••• sickly and m:iJsahapen." 

7. Unspecil'ied Lack 

.F ·, > tr 

The word > ~ can describe some material lack, the exact nature of 

which ie unspecified. An example of this is Job 31:16: y ..! t;I ,\ a : ,. 
D ' ·? I }, -~ !? !'. "If I withheld from the eesire of the needy ••• • 

·, , ...2 s can be used similarly. In Ps. 112:9 appear the words: 
I ! ·: 

u 'J ·, • 1 S ~ I Jt J 
, , • • T - T 

to thefvyo 'rum ... " 

"He who distributes and gives (something) - . 
The term UJ°' 1 alJ!lo may describe a physical lack. In Pr. 28:27 

•• 
a perfect example may be round: r/ .-:i ·, . ? : 7 :~ *::' { t" - >-• :!- ' I 

' 1 ' C n l 7 • I ~ L ~· , ~\~ f T l ·: : !.. I 

"Then shill your want caae a-nmning, even your lackings, like a warrior.• 

13.Jti'l Pr. 6:11 and Pr. 24:34 are almost identical. 

B. A Lack The Nature Of Which Is Ci'ril Or Social 

1. Lack o! Civil Protection 

a. In the Courtroom 

The term J J can a-cply to one who lack!I legal protection. 
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A t'ine example of tb1a ia Iaa. 10:2 : . J , .> ._:r ' ;r A I • • 
J i . i1 J 

- ' , 
/' 

' /. Y ' •> J ....> e .J. I' t • > c. ' ' . - ,, . - · - , . . . . • • • • • 
"To pervert the dal l1m frcm (proper} judgment, and to usurp the justice 

of the~il !re of My people •• •". Similar passages include Isa. 11:419, 

Isa. 32:7 (notice the parallel.ism), Jer. 22:1620, Pa. 25:~1; 72:221, 

, CL 

421
; 82:3

21
, Pa. 140:1321, Pr. 22:2223; 31:~. 

.., ..., 
..-,.1\. ,,.. -- '? 

..Y ·J. . 
/ Jw' 

The abstract noun J J \... h .. _ .. , 
-7 as a s~ar meaning. 

• 7,' 

).J-!..- ~,;, 
•• • T I from one passage, Pr. 31:5: 

'nd.a can be seen 

' • T I .:> ..JJ. • I . . . . -
I J • y • ••• and he shall alter the (proper) 

decision dne all the people ot'tfm..• 

The adjective ~ !' conveys the same meaning. An example typical 

0£ se•ral passages is Pr. 29:14: fl ti.~: f!. C .~·1 w· .1 .~ r'f 
. . . . . 

I . , 3 , T Jf ~ i x () ;) D • ·~ ~ . ,... . . . 
"As for a king who judges the da.l'lim in truth, hi; throne shall. be 

established fore11er". The verse is a description or what should be. 

The ref ore the implication is that the a . .~ -! are oepressed in c~. 

Other similar references include Ex. 23:3, Lev. 19:15, Isa. 10:2; n:4-1"9', 

-.. -\ -

1 ' .1 \ ' also may denote a lack of legal power. Thia is the 

implicati~n oi ~~r. 5:28: ·I (' «) IJ. ,,,·~ D 1 Ji 7 ~ N ("" iJ l1.i1tJ ·I 
-.. T • : •: : • 

J 
"··· and the judgment due to the ew'nim they did not render (judge)." 

The same applies to Ex. 23:6, Isa. 32:7, Jer. 22:1~, Amos 5:iz23, 

Ps. 72:4-21; 109:31; l.40:lf1, l'r. )l:~, Job 29:1626 • 

The participle --·'1 . d .., can denote one who is in nee of legal 
~ 

protection. Such is its meaning in Ps. 82:r 1 • 

b. In Social LiVing 

1. Oppressed or W.streated27 

The term , .J Y can be applied to one who i8 oppressed or mistreated. 
T 
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• .., • , -. ,, I , J ,~ 

Ezek. 18:12 ia a typical eXFlmple: i7 ;. / " / ' : ~~ .' . :, 

"He wrongs ther tr,.s aml'fon ... •. Other similar re.f'erencea incl.Dde 

Isa. ):lS; 14:3228, 26:629; Sh:n3°, Ezek. 18:17; 22:29, Amos 2:7 

(notice para..lleli.sm), Zepb. 3:122d: Zech. 7:10, Ps. 9:1331; 10:2; 

34:732; 74:2133, Job 24:4 (compare with Amos 2:7); 34:2~, 36:.194. 

The abstract form / ~I: cen describe the condition ot oppression. 

I 
, • 

For an example we cite Pa. 44:25: ' ,_; . . ;1 !I 11 ~ ~ -f' . .,. . 
· I j ..J 17 l I . . ~· ... : 

• ••• (why) have you forgotten our1 ~1 and 

oppression?" The same is true ot Gen 41:$235, Deut. 26:7, Isa. 48:1o36, 

Pa. 9:1437; 2$:1838, Job .36:839; 36:1~, Lam. 3:14°. 

The 1'erb ;7 # ~ may mean •to oppress". As an example, we shall 

tez "" 319 ":'1 ~ J ~ tv -l.i) quo epu. : : • , - - : 'r 
fJ ,\! 11 ."' • ,!, ' J J i1 

~. ·.. ~ : . 
"Behold I shall (personally) deal with all those who oppress you ••• •. 

That this is an allusion to the oppression o! the exile is obvious f'ran 

the words /I~) ' ;J i1 , "the limping", and il T1 :'T .:J ;r ."the reiUgee(s)" • ..,. .. - ,.T' - , 

other references include Ex. 22:21 (aee v. 22), ~' Num. 24:2441, 

I I Sam. 7:lcfa2, I K. 11:3~3, II K. 17:2044, Isa. 53:4, 7, Ps. 88:8; 

94:5. 

The word ~ ~ can also in:licate one suffering mistreatment. 

example in Amoa 4:1 the Hebrew reads: .. . Jl • ~ r 7 ~ D'} ::! J7i p 
For 

w··~" 
: T 

I li ' " ... who oppress the dal lim, who crush ~be evyo n1m). .. •. Similar are 

the following passages: Isa. 26:6 (see above), Amos 2:7 (above), 

f8 . ::11 Zeph. 3:12 , Pr. 14:31; 21:13 ;28:3, Job 20:19 (notice the root ':J l 1 

and compare with Amos 4:1); 34:28 (above). 

} i t .;i. ~ cen also be used in the s SJne sense. Notice the . . 
quotation in the preceeding paragraph as an example. The following 

nrses have mch in common with that one: Ezek. 18 : 12 (see above), 
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22:29 (aboft), Pa. 12:~1 69:34451 74:21 (above), Pr. 14:31 (abOYe), 

Job 24:4 (above), Job 30:2S (the nhra9~ ai'"" ;T!t!.?. seeJllB to mean 

"One whose life ie run ot ha.rdship ... 46 ~. 

The participial f orm IJ l can denote one oppressed or mistreated. 
T 

This is true in Pr. 29:13t 1..1' ' ~ I W ? 
~ : r 

., w · t- ., J a ' ::J ::J .,, .,. _. , •r .· 
"The !:!!!! ,_n and the man of oppressions meet together ••• •. F.cc. S:7 is , 

similar. 

The abstract noun ti' '7 may describe the condition of hardship • 
• 

L 36 
Notice Pr. 31:7 imem "• , and ~ #./ JI are parallel • 

• T T 

2. Victimized in Business Transacti ons 

The word 'J Y i8 used with this connotation. In Gen. 31:42 • T • 

Jacob says to Laban:. ',> J .Y - ./' f ~, ' ../ ~ ?1 j '!1• D i. .~ .· .,. . . 
0 , ii ·~ ,\' 17 ,\' 1 , ~ J) y • ~ ) - .r ,\' • 

, ~ ~ .,. -r - - - • : :, : 

'"' •... you (Laban) would have sent me away with nothing; my ~ and rr:y 

painstaking labor God naa seen ••• •. 

~.T can - be used in a si.milar way. Pr. 22:16 is an excellent 

example: 
. 

' 1 l .17 I !J.. 1 17 ~ 
. -. . . 

"He who oppresses the~ to increase his (own wealth) ••• ". CC1Dparable 

is the re!erence in Amos S:ll. 

3. Robbed 

>.J !J can denote one whose property is stolen. Such is the case 
·~ 

in Isa . 3:14: 
I T 

;"1 .J) ) > l• ·.· - .. . . 
"• • • t he loot (taken fn:>m) the \.Di is in your homes." Similar usages are 

to be found in }Js. 12:647; 35:10b. 

The verbtl .form i1 ;J JI can have the same overtones as the adjectiTal 
T' 

form. In Ps. 89:23 this is so"'?-~.: .~~ i1~ J ~ _ J ~-I ) :Li.! ~A' ).' ~.! i~ 
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•The enemy shall not act as creditor to (t.ake spoil at) him, and the 

iniqu.itotis foe shall not rob him.• 

The adjectin ~ '! can be applied in this manner also. In Pr. 22:22 

> :r ~. r ~ SJ I ,~ -r • we have an excellent il1ustraticxu '.J) . 
• , . ·I T1 .. > ':!' •Do not steal l'rcm the dal for he is ~ ••• •. 

Job 20:1o48 
is similar in meaning. 

The word/ i ~ =!-- ~';· can also be used to describe the robbed victim. 
• • 

See Ps. 35:1<1> (aboft). 

4. EnalaTed 

The 11t>rd '.J JI can denote the condition of enslavement . This is 
• T.' 

obvious in Ex. 3:17: D ~ 11 ':' '-!.: t': D ?-1 ~'! -:7/ .!; :Y. '7 ~·,~ .,!. 
"And I (God) said, I will bring you up f ran the slavery of Egypt ••• ". 

Similar passagee are Ex. 4:.31, Lam. l:J49 
1 Neb. 9:9. 

The verb i1;) :y can describe the act of enslavement. This is 
T • 

best illustrated in Gen. 15:1.3: ·I !J .} I . . . Q . / 'T :L 2: J 
T 

.:J J? ·, \ ' •... and they shall s e rve them and they s hall make 
I 

slaves of them.••". Notice also Ex. 1:11, 12 (by inference from v. 11) 1 

Deut. 26:6. 

The adjective 

this quite clear: 

"To ~y (for slaves) 

~ ~ can denote one who is enslaved. In Amos 8:6 

CJ , ·> :r 9 .9 .r ~ fl ; .J ~ _; 

a ~ ! ~. :! 1 ., .;J_ - · ~ I ·, , ;i- .~' ! 
, f ~ • • • 

d.al 'li.m for silver, and an .. "ev'yon 1·or a pair of 

shoes •• • •. Amos 2:6 is related to this passage • 

. >1,\' is The word / / • ·: similar. See the precediJl6 paragraph fo r its 

use in _'mos 8 :6 . 

5. Threatened Element 

The 1'0rd ' ..J JI may describe one who is threatened, and whose lite is 
• -r 

1 ,,,.. -
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in danger. The classic exanple would be Amoa 8:4: D , e> ,~· "'. i' . -· -• 
) ~ , '( - , ·/ ..J .Y ..J1 ' ;i LJ. > I I ., , -.7 :.~~ ·. ,.. .». . . : - . . 5' : 

• • •• who pant after the~ even to cause th~ . in1 've or the earth to , 
cease (altogether)•. Other references are Hab. 3:14, Zech . 11:7501 c_ .Y'J1\l~ 

50 51-11 , Ps. 10:'9; 37:14; 88:16 ; 109:16, Pr. 30:14, Job 24:14 • . , , ' 
/ ~ ; ~ may al.so be used similarly. We have already noted an 

• I 

example in Amos 8:4 above. Similar rererences include Jer. 2:34, 

Ps. 37:14; 109:16, Pr. 30:14, Job 24:14. 

6. Helpless or Weak 

The word '_) Y can describe one who is weak or helpless. The 
• -r 

clearest example of this is Ezek. 16:49:: 
II , • ~ , 

" rT , t :.! f! ,\ r / ., ' ~ :~ : 

" and the hand of the ~ and t~~ ~~ 'yon she did not
1 

st~engthen" . 
Parallel passages are II Sam. 22:2852, i's. 10:1253; 40:1854; 69:3052 ; 

70:654; 72:1255; 76:1052 ; 74:1956; 86:1 (see v. 252); 149:452, Job 29:12 

(notice the parall el ism and see footnote SS) . 

The abstract form > J V can denote the condition of weakness or 
I T,' 

helplessness. As an example we ouote II K. 14:26 : i1 ;..: 7 - ' .;; 
T" -r ' 

,) ' , 1 .... ~ I 7 ' • l1 I I I ~ \' 1 . , I ' , .) \J ~ -"'7 I ., , 
I : ' 'T ';'" • : .~ J / :~ : ' • • r ~ . ~ '; • • ~ - .f: ~~ ' ' T ', : 

"For the D:rdsawthe~ oi Israel ... and there was no one to hel p Israel." 

Simila r to this are Ps. 107:10 (notice the parallel iB > ~ 7 ~ . . : 

s,mbolizing the helpl essness of imprisonment): 119~15357, L~. 1:9 

(notice the phrase •ror the enemy has become strong") . 

The verb 17.:J ,j, ns,y mean "to make helpless or weak" . 
'T • 

e xamFle is Ps. 105:18; ., ) ~ l 1 ~ 1.0.1 . - .,, , _ . . 
A striking 

·I .:.J -:Y 

"They constrained his foot with the fetter (they chained him and made him 

helpl ess) ••• ". Similar usages of the verb can be found in Ju. 16:5, 6, 19, 



-lS-

The adjective >~can also desi gnate one who is weal: or helpless. 

.l classic example is Pr. 28:15: ~ :r - D Y > ..Y ..Y IJ' 7 } "'. 'N 
T - - 'r T '

1 

". • • is a wicked man who l"lll.es over a weak peop.1.e". I1' they are ruled, 

the implication is that they have less power than the wicked man. 

61 
are a number or other si:Dila.r references; Ju. 6:15, Isa. 25:4 1 ,.. 

?s. 72:l~J 82:4 (ch:ck footnote 54). \"'t. 

I ' 

There 

._./ 

The verb J ~ ~ can mean "to be or to become weak or hell)less". We 
- ? 

would quote part or n Sam. 3:1 as an example: :7 } • 71 

0 ' · > T I D • ::> ~ • i1 } • I ,\.: 141 ' f) ' ..2 • I 
• --: • : 'T"" •• p ! p .! 

"••• And David was continually growing stronger, while Saul's camp was 

continually gett ing '\Teaker." Other related passages are Ju. 6:6, 
62 63 ;~ 64 

Isa. 17:4 ; 38:14 ,Ps. 116 :0"'-; 142:7 • ,,,, 
The adjective / i' ~~·can also be used with the same connotations 

as the other adjectives. \1e have already had an example of its usage above 

(see '.J)J ). Other verses are Isa. 25:4 (see above), Jer. 20:1,J65, 
• T 

Ezek. 16:49 (above); 86:1 (above), Job 5:1~. 

1. Mocked 

There is but one clear instance of t he meaning "mocked" . It is in 

.Pr. 17:5 and the word used is W :/. • We will cuote the essential portion: 

• • ·I i1 W Y .. 
"He who mocks the rash, blasphemes his Creator •• •". 

8. Victimized Sexually 

The verb jl;J ..Y is used in a number of verses to denote the act of 
T · 

se..~al violation. Part of Il Sam. 13:14 is quoted as an example: 

;;7 J I ) ,X -.- .:1 J> b.J' ' I . . - ) i7 .J .> 
T •• 

-

_, ~ · , ._ 
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"••. and he raped her and lay with her.• The other passages are Gen. 34.:1?, 

Deut. 21:14 (see Terse 131 the 110rd ~ f.J ~ )i .;z ·I means •am you engage 
T • - • . . 

in intercourse with her"), 22:24, 29, Ju. 19:24; 20:5, II Sam. 13:12, 

221 32, Ezek. 22:10, ll, Lam. 5:ll. The develoJJDellt of the concept of 

the root ;1.) JI to i.D:lude this meaning is explained in chapter three, 

see page 78 • 

2. Lack of Companionship 

The tenn > .J ..} can be used to describe one who lacks companion-
' T 

ship. In Pe. 25:16 the pertinent words illustrating this are: 

> ,\' > ...; .) I T ' T7 l ' .2J 
• • 'T 

•"'T --. '"T" ' 

" ... for I am solitary and an !!!!.". 

- The part iciple W '7 can descrioe one who is lonely. We quote Pr. 19: 7 
or - - ---

1 , J .Lu ..tJ • .., - , ,, ,~ ) :i> 
• ~ ).. , T 1 , -• T •·. . . . ' 

for proof: 

·I .:J ('! t:' ·I p !! ~ 
• 

·I n ~ , fJ • 3 .. . . . 
• 

"All the brothers of the ~ ?late him; b09' mch the IJC>re so some o.t; his 

friend(s) (emend to ·/ n !:/ , I! .ror a better reading) who keep far . . . . . 
a':my f r oo him ••• ". 

'ti( / - ... .. 
3. Lack of Social Status 

The abstract noun denotes the cond.i tion of being in an infe rior 

social position. The only occurrence or this is Ps . 107:41: . . 

• , i \..• tu' • ' 
' • » ~ :~ .~ - • -. . . J .J ·y "' 

~ . 
"And He raised up the lv'yoh from (hi.s)\.~ni •• •". The word D ' .:L ' 1" J ---- . - : 
"princes" in the preceding verse is used in contrast to , ., ' fl':."[ 
here and con!'irms the interpretation. 

The verb i1 J j/ can mean •to treat one as an inferior". This seems 

to be its meaning in Gen. 16 :6 , 9,; 31:50. All of these verses deal 

I 
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with the ancient form o! marriage in which each wi.f'e had a certain status. 

In Gen. 16:6 notice that Abra.ha gi•ea to Sarah all power over Hagar. 

Tbu.s Hagar bas lost her status as a wife· . In Gen. 31:50 the clause 

n ... 

P .:J II .,. 'llfY daughters" is .. - . 
' J1 • .) -.i!-. 

•, I D I \ 

•• •• 
[J'W~ , ,.. 

and if you should take wives in addition to rrry .iaughters ••• " . 

The implicat ion is that to add new lt'i.ves detr acted from the status o! 

the other wives . We therefore feel that the verb in t hese passages 

means "to treat as inferior" or "to deprive one of his or her status". 

The adjective ~ ! can be used similarly. The clea.rest ex.ample is 

I Sam. 2 :8: . 11 ' D '6J. ' ,\' N ~ .T ., ;) .JI # D 
1 R !! 

·• .,. ..,. r . • 

a , ~ , : 1 ~ ~ 2, fl . ; il ? ~ ; ·1 > f ~~, a,? ~ 
"He raises the ~ from the aust, even th~ ~'yon I'rom the cnmg- hill, 

to cause (him) to sit with princes • •• ". Other references of a similar 

nature a re Jer. 5:4 (contrast lti.th v. S) , l's . ll3:7, Job 34:19 (the 

• • 66 
noun .Y J UJ means •nobleman"). 

/ i '-!- ~~ may also have a si.rui.l. ar cormotation. We have already 

noticed its use in I Sam. 2: 8 . Other parallel rei·er ences are rs. 107: 41 

{above) , and 113:7 ( above ) . 

The word 1./ J. appears with thi.s meaning. We quote the signiiicant 

part of the passage in Ecc . 4:14: • :; > a Ol I j) I .J'>•I N 
• . - . 
• • 

J.J 7 
T 

T ~ ., J 

"··· al t hough in his (own) kingdom, he ( as born a r ash ( i. e . the king -
\ 67 r.ho r.arr rules) • Also notice I Sam. 18 : 23 • 

c. A Lack of Mental Security or Health 

1. Depressed 
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The adject.i.ve '-1¥ may denote one who is depressed.. This seems 

to oe the case in Isa. 66:2 where the phrue 7)11 • ;J ':> J is a synonym 
..- .. : 

tor 1-1 .Y • The phrase means • one whose spirit is broken, one depreaaed•. . ,. 
> :r na;y be used similarly. The only occurence ia in n Sam. 13:4. -

The word > :r in the verse obYi.OW1ly means •in low s pirits•. 

2. Rejected 

The farm / 
J ~ can describe one who is rejected. This is observabl.e 
'T 

in Ps. 22:25:- , ~ ,¥ ..11·1 .J ~· 'if- "/" ,\ ' ~/ 11r't ~ ,,··~ • ! 
"For he rill not despise, nor consider detestable the ,fl•/ .J :ti (?) of 

the~•••"• In Pr. 3:.34 the 110rd D • .3 j is contraa~d ~·th the word - .. 
Cl' • J Y • The former neans "IUl~ who scom", the latter, •those who ' ..,. - : 
are scorned". 

The abstract noun 'J Y denotes the 1'eeling of rejection. In 
·~ 

I Chron. 22:14 such is the case. David makes tne necessary preparations 

for the Temple, al.though he has been told that he was Ul'JW'Orthy to build 

it {see vs. 8-13). The phrase > • J .Y 1 if 'J i1 I means "Then behold 
•:,.-: ·· ·: 

I, in ~~~ni (rejection) ••• •. 

The verb i7.JJ can define the process of rejecting someone or 
~ . 

something. This is the imp.Lication of Isa. 60:14. The 1110raa ":]~ -;!.:.~'.} ~ 

and .'! ,, 3 ~ ~ are parallel. The first meana •who hol~ you in 

contempt•, the second "who reject you•. 

3. ~ 

The adjectival form 'J.JI can denote one who is sad. Characteristic , T 

of several verses is Isa. 29:19: ,-, I ;-, : 3 :J' I ..J ~ •I ~ 0 > I ..,. • T -,• .· .,. .· 
? t 

~ ) OT,~ 
, i > ..:L ,\ ' I ;7 T7 tv•w 

• I .. . J 
I r . • T T -r • , ' . • • I 
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"And the ~'Tia shall rejoice {gather joy) in the Lord, Cld theJ v;yo'me 

shall delight (in the Holy One or Israel)". We deduce that amce they 

shall have joy, they now lack it, md are tbws unhappy. The other paaaages 

include Isa. 49:13 (the worda071 J andO n., .'imply a comforting for -- . --. 
6B those in need or consolation, ~ely those in grief), Pa. 9:19 ; 

34:3J 69:33, Pr. 15:1s69. 

Tbe abstract noun '.J )' can denote unhappiness. A typical reference 

is Ps. 119:92: 
. r • 

. , y If/ • .Y ~-
-r .. --: 

7 ., ,., > ' l i/ -{' ..,.. .I ' .! ./ ~ 
) , J .Y-1 

, : T .' 
> ..;:> -r 1 ,~ > ,\( 

• • - -r .... . 
•Had not Your torab been my delight, then I should have perished in my 

~ 
&i (unhappiness)" • Pa. 119: 50 is very similar (the word ~ .J? N Tl .) 

, T T •.•. ' 

•my consolation• is substituted, but the meaning is exactly the same as 

Ps. 119:92) . Pa. 31:8 and Pa. 88:1070 are related. 

The Terbal farm 71d .Y can denote the action of causing unhappiness. 
~ . 

In Lam. 3:33 this is clearly demonstrable: 71 :I JI 
T" • . w , ,,y - , _) -tL .. 71 ·~ ·> I .. - -

"For He does not grieve unintentionally 1 nor cause humans to be sad. • 

The parallelism requires this interpretation. Ps . 90:1571is similar. 

The verb ~ > ;r may connote the sta:.e ctbelng sad. This is obvious 
-T 

in Ps. 79:8. Notice that the author wants God's 0 1 ~1] ~ , •mercy or 

comfort•. Therefore we assume that the word•/Ji-> :f means "we are in 

low s pirits• . 
. , '\/ 

The adjective/ I f {.~ may denote one who is grieved. We have already 

noticed an example of this above (see '~ f ). In Ps. 9:19 the word is 

used similarly (see above). 

4. Ashmed 

The abstract noun '.J 'Y in one context denotes the condition of , r_: 

-



shame. Job 10:15 reads as follows (i.e. the significant parts) : 

I ~ 1 ~ .,, ~\~ J ·I , ., ~ E .Y ..:2 • ~ 
•(If I baYe done eTil, woe is m, but 11· I haYe been righteous, I shall 

not .lift tq head} being full or shame, and sated (emend to 

!or a better reading} with mylOOi..• -
i1 I 1 .. : 

Tbe term U' ;'! is used sillilarly in Pr. 1):18, where the word / i $ ~ 
occurs as a synonym o! ui. ' 1 • For an interpretation of the verse 1 .. 
see footnote 11 in chapter two. 

5. Mental Contusion 

The adjective 'J Y appears but once with this meaning. The signi.J:icant 
• "T' 

part oi' that verse (Isa. 51:21), we will quote : ,, ·' ..J .Y 
T " -;• 

/ ~ ; ';' ",· > :' fl 2 ~ 'fl·I " (Hear this, tnerefore,) 0 'an:i.1'~ 
even the one in a drunken state wt not l'l"Om Wl..ne•. The paral.lelism 

requires this interpretation. 

The verba.1. form in toe niph$ means "to be in a state 

of mental confusion•. Such is the case in Isa. 31:4: 

D _; i "' V. (:1 · I f7 J! #,;, 
T' • 

17..) .)I ) 
·.· - .' -

"(For thus said the Lord; J.s the lion roars and even the whelp over its 

prey, who, i! a bevy of shepherd.a is summoned against him) is not dismayed 

by tbeir sound (s), nor can.fused (emend to 17..I .Y .? for smoother reading) ") 
•.• T I 

by their comcotion. ••". A similar passage 1a Pe. 107:17. The word 
..., 

0 ' ~ 1 ,,' (made fooli.sh) is parallel to the hithpa'Af form ·/ -=1..Y f! ~ . . ... . . 
(contused) . 

6. Pained 

The 110rd '.1 Y is used to denote one llho is emotionally pained. A 
• T' 

f ine example is Isa. 61:1: · · W''2 -n J 0 •I ..J J .., 
0

UJ ..1 $ -.· .... . ~ -: . . - . .1' -, , ~ -~-! ! . , . . 



-21-

• ... to tell good nen to the~ 'Tim • • • to bind up the broken-hearted ••• •. 

In Pa. 109:22 a similar uae of the word can be found. 

The word / > f f appeare wt once with tJu.s meaning. That reierence 

is Pa. l.09:22 (see above). 

III Positive lleam.np 

A. Possesion 01· Virtues 

1. Rulll.ll.ty 

The word 
11 ~ 'Y may aenote one wno is tmmble. The clearest exampl.e 

• 'r 

iS Pre 16:1~: a I ,' ...) );;!_ /J ,,, !'•/ 7 - $? ~ ::J. "/ c 
T - · •, • 

"Prei erable i s numi.li ty \'ti. ttt tne ~a• zjm ( t;an apportioning sp6U 

with the a I ,\' a ' proud)." Notice tne pa rallelism as well. Similar ... 
is .l:'s. 18 :2ti ( notice the parallelism or ' • .J ,¥ - D ~ , "an c111ll. people" 

, 
and fl l N 7 

r 
a , J'.Y ' "those wno are proud (01· lofty eyes)• ) • . - .. 

The term 11 I _J Y 
TT-: 

example is !'r. ltl : 12 : 

may el.so aenote hmnl.ll.ty. The clearest 

i:J :-1 C. > 7 .:i w' ' .J -;; ~ 
• • '·' ·.' • • : # 

11-/-.;. ~, T ·, .:i ~ , ;-; ? ? .' w·, "., - ::i .~ 
"Be1ore aestruction the heart of man i s exalte<i (man acts proua) , md 

be.fore glory (comes) is modesty.". This means that priae leads to one's 

destruction and humility leaas to man's glory. Pr. 22 :4 seems to imply 

the same thing. It reads: ) tr I ..J Y .1. l.l 3' 
r T : ~' '• 

l""I , I ....> • , , . 
D ., ? !J j I 'J .:::1-:?. / ? ~·y ~ ~ 71 ~ 

"The consequence ot humility ia a fear 01· the Lord, wealth, glory, and 

w ·e". Notice that glory comes here also at'ter one is mouest. Also 

keep in 1Dl.n<1 that the i:ear 01 the Lora ana glory are in sequence, and 

considered synonyms. Tb.is iS important 1·or interpreting ?r. 15:33 in a 

.}.ater section. 
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2. Rellgiou C~on 

We use the 1'0rde •religiou commmion• to denote a relationship 

between man and Goa.. It sigru.i·1es a close intimacy between tbe two 

parties concerned. The tem I J .JI has this connotation in Num. 12:) • .,. ~ 
For a fUll. discussion of this verse, see footnote 7 in chapter two. 

J. Wisdoa or Understanding 

The adjectival form J; y is used to denote one r.ho has wisdom or 
• "T 

understanding. Such is the case in Ps. 14:6: ' J .JI - .n , JI - -· . 
• , u.1· , ..1.. .r> 

• 'T 
"The advice of the .!!!! (wise one) you 

reject ••• •. Thie ie the required translation since the rest of the 

t'salm speaks of evil, foolish people (see the word!! aescribing the ones 

who reject the counsel; in v. 1 "fool", and in v. ~! .,~. ~' . . 
"is there anyone with discernment?") The ' ..; ., is the opposite, 

. r 

that ie, one with understanding. Similar is F.cc. 6:8 (notice that 

and P , h are parallel). 
T-r 

The form ;r I .J ll may connote intellectual discernment. This 
T 1" - : 

is the case in Pr. 15:)): -, ~./ 1" i1 I 71 ~ J1 ,~ 7 > .... .... ...... 
II ~ ~ ~ -r ., ::z. ~ ' :-! ? ~ f 77 ~ i' ::p 

"The lesson of (got throu~ wisdom is the fear of the Lord (i.e. one who 

is wise le.:rns to 1·ear the Lord), and discernroent (comes) before glory". 

We have noted before (page 21) that "the fear of the Lord" and "glory" are 

synonyms on the basis of the paralleliam. 

The verb i1 oJ JI in the niph>tf and the hi thpa.tei can mean "_to 
T • 

learn a lesson, or to cain insight". This will be discussed in detail 

in chepter two, pages 5l-S2. The references cited there are Ex. 10:), and 

Dan. 10:12. Other passages include Deut . 8:16 (here the ~: notice 



the synoeym is ;:/ f! • (;) ~ which means 't.o give a test so as to gain certain 

informatiorf' as in Gen. 22 :1 cmd the following verses of the chapter)72, 

Ps . 119:67 (here the qal.)73, n (here the pu'ai)74, and Job 37:2375. 

4. Righte~ne88 

The word 'J Y can denote one who is righteous . The clearest example . ~ 
is Ps. 147:6: • 1'11i1, 0 1 1.JY 

'r .' , T ....... 

u ~ y '? 
1 . "' . T • 

"The Lord supports the ~a'vim, the Wicked he casts d own •• •". Notice the 

obvious paralleliSl!l . In Job )6 :6 the same i s true. 

I 1' ~ ~~· cm be used similarly. Amos 2:6 reads : 

, 'I C1 c. ~ 
0 ~j~~ 1·1 ~.! JP~·~ : j' '1' :! I.~ f !: a~! :_- ~ -
" ••• because t hey sold the righteous one for silver, and the~ ' -,on 

for a pair of shoes•. In Amos 5:12 the same words are parallel. 

S. Salvati on 

The adjective ' _, ~ can be used to define one who has experienced 

salvation. Such is the case in Zech. 9:9: \'ii., :7 i:> I /II' i'I .'!I' , r ·t . , : _. 

1 "/ ~ !J ~ ~ y ::1._?•-, .! "_J{ ,'(•I iJ ~ .:i•j J / p '-:r.:J. .1 j 
" ••• behold, ~rour king is coming unto you, victorious, and one s aved is 

..... 
he; an \'Di {one delivered) and riding on an ass ••• •. We reject the idea 

that the word •-1:{ means "humbl e" on the basis of his ridine an ass 

(see lli.tchell, Smith and Bewer, A Critical, and Exegetical Commentary 

on Haggai.1 Zechariah, Malachi , and Jonah ("The International Critical 

Commentary"), p . 274) . It is possible that this is an allusion to David 

who rode an ass (ll Sam. 16:1- J} . The allusion is unclear, so we cust 

depend on the other part of the verse . As we shall see the root "J.; ~ 

can cormote " salvati on" md in connection Wi. th p 1 
:'{ ;7 and 

this is a l ogical translat i on. 

..Y .,J•j ..J ..,. 
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The abstract i1 I J .Y mq denote 
TT ...... 

sal:vation. This is clearly seen 

T7 .r , in II Sam. 22:)6: 

1 .J .il. 41 .P ..-7 -{J :J :}( .! "And you gave unto me the shield of . . . : - . . 
Your salvation, aid with Your deliverance You shal l make me great." The 

parallelism requires this interpretation. Ps. 18:36 is al.most exactly 

the same. In Zeph. 2:) the word p .!:! is used as a parallel to ii,/.~.!.· . . . 
In Deutero-Isaiah the term can mean "salvation" (see Isa. 51:5). 

This is the meaning also in Pe. 45:5 (notice the word y 7:,~ ) 

although the text is so corrupt that it cannot be translated. 

IV. Undiscernable Meanings 

There are fifteen occurences of the root ;'IJ J and its synonyms 

which cannot be classified. The context is too meager or the verse too 

corrupt to permit an interpretati on. We shall list these passages in 

order. 

The word /JY presents difficulties in Zeph . 2:J. The abstract 
-r-r 

in Ps. 22:25 cannot be rendered ei ther. The form./' 1J JI' .n cannot . ~'-
be interpreted in Ezra 9:5 because there is l ittle to go on. The translation 

"fasting" is only one of several possibilities. The fol.lowing verses 

in which the verb ';1 J Y appea.rs are beyond interpretationf I K. 2:26, 
~ · p 

Nah . 1:12 (the text is corrupt and the allusion uncertain) , Ps. 116 :10; 

119:75, Job JO:ll, F.cc. 1:13 and 3:10. 

The adjective ) ! is a problem in Ps. 41:2. The other occurences 

are translatable. 

The root Ill I "1 in its participial and abstract fonns present di!fi-

culties in Pr. 1):23 (corrupt) and Pr. 19:22. 



v. l!aended Paasaps 

There are three passages which require emanaation. These a.re 

Isa. 10:30 (for perfect parallelism it is necessary to change ,. .. J.¥ 
T • ---. · 

ii '.J j (answer her ) 1 for as it stands the verse makes 
r • ~.· 

t o 

no semse); Pr. 28 :3 (change t o Y JJ'7 .,. r for a logical reading); 

and Lam. 4:3(change {1 14'~ "iJ to ll'J Y • ..IJ llhich the Vassorete8 . ,, : .. . .. : -
recognized). 

VI. Related Words 

There are three words which bear a resemblance to our r·our Hebrew 

roots but 'Which have less significance f or this study. They are/?'/-! 

"task" (Ecc. 1:13; 2:23, 26; 3:10; 4: 8 ; 5:2, 13, and 8:16) , i1 .J :;! ~ 
'T' • 

or fl '..J£ £' •trench• (I Sam. 14:14 and Ps. 129:3) , and i7f ~ . . 
"thrum" (Isa. 38:12) or •lock of hair" (Song of Songs 7:6) . 
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CONCLUSIONS .AND OBSERVATICSS 

We have presented in tbie chapter data cCl'lCeming the root i7J .¥ 

and ita BJ!lOIJYm• At the beginning we tabulated the i"requency and di.B­

tribution of the worda. The moat frequently used root was 'il.J ~ with 

214 occurrences, then ~ >I 111.th 62, follOlt'ed by ) 1 • i ,"< with 60, 

and lastly "1°1 ? with 31 usages. ill told there were 367 references. 

It is interesting to note some general observations. The roots/ I > ..2 ,,, 

and i1 .J ..Y occur most frequently in the Psalms aid less ccmnonly 

in the book of Proverbs, 1'hereas with JJ i 1 and } ~ T the matter 

is reversed. The second thing we 111U8t notice is that in terms of bulk, 

most of these words are in the aagiographa, particularly in the Psalms 

and Proverbs. This i s as1Dund:in_g when one recognizes that the prophets 

were consiaered the ones most concerned with poverty a n:i similar con-

ditions . And lastly, it DnlBt be noted that the roots a re found in all 

parts of the Bible, f rom the earliest. strata to the latest. It would seem 

to be impossible to detel'JIUlle 1'hicb of the t erms originated first. 

We must digress here t o discuss an important matter dealing 1'i th 

the 1·requency and distribution tables. We have called the word I.) JI. 
~T 

a by- 1orm of ' _; ..JI • We feel that they are variant fo nns. 
' .,. They 

may be used interchangably as the secti on THE J!""t.A111ING OF THE ROOTS 

indicates . There does however seem to be a tendency to use the tenn 

to describe positive qual ities J.Dstead of 

tendency and of little significance. 

> J .Y • But it is only a 
• T" 

I ..J..Y 
T' '?" 

FollO'fiing the presentation or the tables, the meaning 01· the roots 

in the various biblical passages was discussed. It was found that there 

were both negative and positive connotations. The negative ones described 
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deprivations. These included mate:-ial lacks, civil and social lacks, 

and a lack o! mental security or health. The positive connotations 

were the possession of virtues. These included humility, religious 

communion, wisdom, salTation, and righteousness. As we continue with 

the study we shall under sta.nd. how these roots developed positive and 

negative overtones . It will become obvious f rom the various theological 

interpretations, attitudes , beliefs, etc. which shall be uncovered. 



FOOTNO~ 

1. The promise that the CJ' I .J .!/ shall eat and be sated implies that 
. 'r ..... . 

presently they are not. 

2. The words ":J J> :J.•I C :1. / • .:::> J.) 
"1 : T" : • 'T9 

seem to mean "You snall prepare 

(food) in Your goodness" . The coru:idence reveals the present need. 

3. The verb <j CY may indicate fainting due to hunger. See Ps. 107:5. 

4. The abstract noun '-! ~ may be associated m th i ·ood also. For its 

exact connotation in Deut. 16:3 see footnote ~ at t he end of 

chapter three. 

often means "to pasture" or "to feed ." In this context 

this is the required interpretation because of the contrast in the 

b part of the verse. Notice that God will punish the others with :I ~ :. , 

1·amine. 

6. See footnote 5. Notice that/ i 'f ~~ is parallel to > :!". 
7. The pr omise to the 0, ! :;! .£. is that they shall i nherit the land • 

• 
This promise seems to indicate t hat as of now, they are landless. 

8. The expression found in this vez~e, ,, 
r T1 .n ~ , means 

- 'T' 

"to give charity." 

9. The verb J -d !/ suggests giving money. See t's. 37:21, 26. 

10. The word ~ .:::z 11 means "to give a pleage," which suggests a lack - ,. 
of money. 

11. The clue to this interpretation is the phr ase n ~ ~ !! T; J ':"!' 

wni.ch implies utter impoverishment. 

12 . All of these r e1·e rences deal with the same i ndividuals. Jeremiah 39:10 

defines t hem as those who have no wealth at all ( 

a :?i )} 
• 

'> w· ,._, 
.,, --· • • 
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. 
lJ. '!be parallel 18 J 'I i1 meaning •wealth.• L.. J 

14. The ver se states that the man who got his wealth by foul means, will 

surrende r it eventuall.y to the victima through his children. For 

this interpretation see The Interpreter's Bible, Vol. J, p. 1<>61. 

The implication is that the a • -> ;r have lit tle wealth. . -
15. In Deut. 15:1-J the shemitah yea:r is defined. It is s t.ated t.hat one 

should not act as a creditor in that year . ill loans were to be 

null and void . I t is obvious that the / '1 ' '=1- : ~· is depicted here 
I I 

as one who is in need of money . 

16 . The a 1 -Ii I f ~'( are given J? J J ~ !!. , gifts. This 

would indicate that they are in financial straits. 

17. Notice in ve~ se 31 t hat Leah was formerly barren. That is what she 

seems to be referring to by the word 

18. The cause of Hann:ih ' s 
/ 

i s not her husbands disfavor 
/I -

(see I Sam. 1:5) but her own childlessness . 

~ '· ..) 
19 . We h_§i.Ve described he re one of t he ph£Ses of the ~essianic Age. 

The conditions then would be the opposite of the conditions which 

existed in the author's t ime . By implication the powerless were 

mistreated in his age . 

20. Jeremiah cites J osiah's actions as being exceptional. . Usually the 

lCJ!lY are j udged improper ly • .. , , .:. 

21. This is a prayer for a change in the present realities . 

22. The confidence reveals that the opposite conditions exist. 

23. The word '1 ~ W ';a. means •in the court." The gates wer e the - - -
places where the judges met. 

24. The need to say something Hke this , reveals that the present 

realities are entirel y <rl.fferent . 
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2S. The contrast between the ~ , :r .3 and the JI uJ • 7 would impl)r r . - ~ r 

that the l atter does not judge the dal ' lim properly. Therefore the 

dal
1
lim are mistreated in court by one segment of the popu1ation. 

6 :1 ,: 2 • 'r must mean "legal protector" on the basis of the parallelism. 

27. Under this category will appear those passages in lfh i ch the nature 

of the oppression or mistreatment is not clear. 

2ti . The verb ;10 n means •to take reruge•. One usually takes re1'Uge 

from oppressors. 

29. This verse fonns part of a prophecy about a city which shall be 

destroyed (notice in v. 5 the words ;7 • ~ '":' J 
~ ~ .. 

"an exalted city") . Thi8 city has afflicted I srael. l ronically 

in verse 6 the I -' .Y and D Is .. who were trampled under f O:lt, . .,, . ~ 
will trample down the city. 

JO. See chapter three, the secti on entitled Conquered Nati on or Citl• 

Jl . 

32. 

JJ. 

JL . 

JS. 

Jo. 

J7. 

J8. 

The or 

imply oppressi on. 

;1 -P .J -~ , both of which mean "a cry (for hel p ) ;' 
6r T -: 

The phrase ill'lfli;1 /'JJ /1~1<' seems to mean "He (God) aelivered .,. r • 

him (the 1 J ~ ) 1·r001 all his oppressions (troubl es )". , ~ 
The parallel is 

The word 1 TJ 1. 
The word , .J, ... 
oppression. 

The si;atement 

?l -;r which means "crushed one" . 

parallel to > .J ~ means "oppression" . 
• T'.' 

e:> ~ implies deli very I rom a di1 I icul ty or . . . 

' ..../ Y .., ·I ..:J .1J- _;, • ~ ] !! -9- is to be 

translated, "I have r efinea you in the .furnace of exile {oppression)•. 

The word 1 •I !) symbolically con ·eys the intensity of the hardship . 

1-.1 .Y is because of the e.nemy. Thus there is oppression . 
# ...-: 

The 

The tenn ? J'.l/ parallel to '-! ¢.. means • oppression" . See Deut. 26:7 
T 'T 

where these two 110rds a re synonyms of • 

---
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39. See i'ootndll ~to the section entitled The Prisoner in chapter three 

for this interpretat i on. 

40. To understand the meaning of the 11ord 1 J JI one 1111s t notice in 
• T ." 

verses 2 and ) the oppressions dealt by God. 

hl. The phrase 7 ..2 JI . . ,. ·I :J ~ I 1-1 Al•J.' ·IM JI I 

42. 

. : ~ . : 

seems to mean " ••• md they shall conquer (oppress ) Assyria, and 

a1'flict E2>er ••• •. For the historical event to which this alludes 

see The Interpreter's Bible, Vol. 21 pp. 262- J . 

The ';? ~ I JI - ~-' ~ ( iniquitous people) are oppressors (possibly .,. : .... .. : 

the Phillistines?) . The implicat ion of the verse is that they shall 

no longer make the lot of Israel difl'icult through oppressive actions. 

hJ. Here is ai allusion to the ?eriod of exile in Babylonia or elsewnere. 

Notice how God "111 prevent t he seed 01' !Javid from reigning for a 

per iod, though not forever. The verb i1 .II j s eems to mean 
T• 

"oppress by dethroning" . 

4.4 . Notice that the synonym for a :.J ..Y ~ 1 i8 the phrase DJ r.> -> ,J ..-- . ., : . 
CJ .. '? ·u.r - T ! ~ ("and he delivered them into the hand of the 

plunderel'8" ) • The WO rd Q , () '1JJ •suggests oppression• 
• 

45. The parallel is 
I 

I • 1 ' 0 l\ 1 "his prisoners". 
~ -· . . The tenu denotes 

one suffer ing oppressi on. 

46. See Brown, J.Jriver and Briggo1 Hebrew and English Lexicon of the Old 

Testament, p . 9~ . 

47 . The l70rd r .a.l 0 may nave a nuance such as "spoiling", in its verbal 

fonns , ibid., P• 994. 

My interpretation of ' I J i ~, ;r j .:Z.. .U Ji) I 1 -r .!,. is T: •• r + ' 
"his (their ) hands (the hands of his sons) shall restore his weal.th 

(the wealth of their r atber ).r The restorati on shall oe to those from 

whom it was originally s tolen. 
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49. See f ootnote 27 in chapter three. 

50. Noti ce the synonym i 'or / " ' :, ! ~ .. ~ -1 ~: 

• the !'lock destined to be slaughtered" . 

is ;r ~ .? !J !! I ,'\f ·~ 

The phrase ~:~-;l ~ / . ~ / 
{" ·o iJ may mean •indeed, even tnc most undesirable ones 01· the 

flock" . 'We assume t hat verse 11 i s speaking of the same group. 

51. The phrase ' _y ·~" - . V 1 ·~ means "one destined to - .. 
perish from childhood on•. 

52. The r oot JI w· I in its various forms implies saving" del ivering 

one wno is weak or helpJ.ess . 

53. The phrase 

54 . 

Your might" . The l.Dlplication is that the D' > .J y call on God' s 
• T ..._, 

power oecause they are weak. 

Notice that the one Who is '..J JI and J 
1 

I ' .1.\' pleads .for God's 
' T • • • 

"help" . He also Ca.Lls God a . ·c.; ;) II "deliverer" • 
I • - : 

71 1 t ~ 
.,. t • , . . 

These terms l.ndic c.te that the petitioner is weak and helpless . He 

reveals his condit ion by tne cnaracteristics ne ascribes to Go<1 . 

55. The phrase ., ~ 7 .~ y -J J ,\' I "ana there was no one .. • . 
to help nim" i s parulel to , ..J :Y 

and / i>t :~'· . .,. . 
56 . The word 7 I ...f.J " turtledove" 1 para.Li.el to I .J ..Y J . .,. 

symbolizes nelplessness, weakness. 

57. The ~verb y ;~ T1 means "to • 
save" . It is s imilar to .Y LrJ 

. , 
in footnote 52 above. 

So. We argue as iollowa : IT God is silent and restrains Himself, then 

those who quest..!.OD such action on His part, ooviously wish Him to 

}o active . They are in need of bis si:.rength. So logica.J.ly tne ) : 

phrase T ·,, ; ~ - -r Y .. _) '..) JI J? ·I means "and You perm. t us . - .. - ·' 
to remain so VtjfY nelpless" . ::IJ.nce Go<i l.B accusea. 01' passivity in 

the r est oi· the verse, the Vt!rb , .) :; .::; .. - J) · I can not mean "and . . 
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You afi'lict us" beomase this -.ou1d be a pos itive action. 

' ) ' I The phrase 'ii .Ji! I .., / ~'f fl . • l.JJtl, -· - is to be trs.nslated 

"They w1ll become hel pless for t here will be no one to shepherd them 

(to care for and guide them)•. 

60. The plea 1 J ~ 7l "revive me• indic r..tes that the speaker is . . . -- ' . 
weak. 

61. } i .Y N , "a stronghold (a source of strength) " for 
'T 

) :r who mst therefore be in need of God' s power. 

God is a 

the 

62. Notice the phrase p· rallel to the s tich containing 

It reads: 
I 

ii .. t 1 .~ 17 '~ 1- / fl ~· 'i 1 "The fatness 

of his flesh will grow lean" , i.e. he will become r.eak. 

6J. The phrase :Ji ., !{} 1
-' , .~ ,/ ·> :r we ta.lee to mean "my eyes 

are too weak for (to look up to) heaven". The birdS mentioned in 

the ! part of the verse are confused and helpless, as is the speaker. 

6u. Consider the two paraJ..lel clc.uses bec inning .. i th • The 

second means "for they are too str ong for me". This is clear. 

The first we assume is parallel. It must also i.Imly weakness . 

65. The hiph~l form > '•3 '? is simila r in meaning to > uJ , , see 

footr.ote 52 . 

66 . The root-notion of ~ ~ T is "to be low". This we have seen up 

to now in terms of social space, status. It is used also to denote 

a low position in physical space . In Isa. 19:6 the Nile River 1..S 

described as i;etting dry and becoming p .rched. The word ·/ ) ~ :r-. -
here means the surface of the lfater is sinking, d ropping in height . 

The usage in Job 2ti :4 is r elated. The author s peaks of men a riving 

shafts into the earth . The phr ase 

therefore is to be translat.ed "they descend far below (the ..iwelling 

place of) man" . 
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The ~ part or the verse is to be rendered "is it a 1rd.nor thing in 

your eyes to be (that I am) the s on- in-18" o! the king, yet I am 

(treated) as one of inferior status ( IJ '7 IJ' ,,' ) and as one in 
~ . 

light esteem { i' ~ "P. .J J ) ?" . . , 
The phrase T ~ ~ T .1 ,\' '.D 

- T -

"the hope of the ~y'yim s hall (not) 

C1 ' •I .-' ~ Jl! ~ f' • , r: 

perish forever" , 1mplies that 

in the present their hope has faded. li they are wi tbout hope, they 

are indeed grieved. The ty;o i deas are r elated. 

The verse s hould be trans latea "All the days(li.fe) of the unhappy 

one ( '-1 ~ ) are grievous, but he who is cheer tul ( .i ? .. .i 1 (') 
• 'T •• 

has a continual f&as t ( a good time) ·" The parallelism requires this . 

The phr ase I' .:a..~: -r ' J ' JI 
T • T°' • • 

means " my eye is weary" , presumaol y 

from crying. If so the words ' .:J I"" ~an 'by virtue of • • 
{my) weeping (sadness) ." 

The statement . I ...J .n 1 .:I ~ f> ·, f'/ • J) ·I J 1? '! ·~ 
T • • • • 

is to be translated "t:a.ke us r;lad in accor dance with the da.ys that 

you made us sad. " Notice the ••ord used as a par aJ lel here is ;7.:I 1 
T -r 

and notice the s r~e ~ord in Pr. 15:15 (footnote 69) . 

This is discussea i n detail in footno te 7 

of chapter two. 

The ! part of the verse ~ t • ilJ • I _J , \.I ... . ---: 

at t he conclusion 

,., .J Y ,\. , a -, (' 
' ' . ,. . . . ... . . . . , . 

means "Befor e I had discenmient l made errors". The conte>..-t woula bear 

out this int.erpretat1on. In verses 66 and 6t1 the author pleads for 

understanding. Notice the word 't -;r: ~ l which appears in both 

passages . 

Notice that the phrase "so that l mieht l eanl your ordinances" 

f ollowrs after 1.$) ' !'. !:!_ • The only way in •in ch thes e two could . 



-JS-

be made to fit logically would be to translate the !. part, •rt is 

good for me that I was made to gain Wlderstanding ( , .r> • .:) .Y )•. . . . . .. 
?5. Job 37:23 has long been a source of great difficulty for scholars. 

One of the most s1 gnificant aspects of this research i s that it 

permits us to interpret the verse 1 cgically. The ~ part of the verse 

is clear: 77 ' .::> - ;~ • ~· iJ ./ /1 .J ,\' .3 f" - ,\' ·) , ";r lJ .. ·- ·· . .,..: - --
"As for the Almighty, we may not seek Him out, (He) being of great 

power". The ~ part we should expect to be parallel. The words 

j1 "U ~ f .i:~ P C ~ 'f • 1;' · I "and as i ·or ( P.is) 

justice and ab ndance of s alvation" are paratlel in thought to 

TI. .) - . { ' ~· • ~ • In l ater literature all of t hese are terms for - . 
God 's might. Only the words i1 .J .JI , . . -· -. . 
It must be a synonym for •/ i1 J s 3 "' ... ( : 

remains • 

It must somehow 

denote searching, seeking out. We have noticed that the root 

can mean "to have wisdom or discernment". On the basis of this we 

translate the ent ire verse as lollmrs: "As for the Almighty, we may 

not seek him out, He being of great power; (his) justice and abundant 

salvation, none can understand ••• " • 

76. The word • J 'lJ .,.7 f ::: should be -, ..» I _J Y • See Ps . 18 : )6 • 
Tf : T: -
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The Root ':1 J ~ And Its Synonyns 

A~plied to Poverty 
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One of the purposes of the first chapter was to reveal the features, 

the characteriatica, the qualities which di.stinquished one who was cal1ed 

an '.J.Y. , an Ji>~~ a . --: . .. ) c;a· ~ 
1 
and a ~ ; • The purpose of the second chap-

ter, and also the third, is to de.fine the life situations which can be 

described by the word > J Y • It shall be demonstrated that the Hebrew 
. ?. 

term is applied to man;y entities. In anticipation •e may mention a ff!lfl;' 

an individual who ia in prison, a city which is conquered, a nation ex-

periencing fm:dne . These units in these circumstances are considered to 

be • J~ • 
• r 

One of these entities is the poor man. Analysis will prove that 

the term 'J ~and its synonyms apply to him. Our task 1n this chapter 
• T 

will be to describe the poor man and his life pattern. 

The task lJI not easy. The term 'J " and 1 ts synonyms are not specific 
• T 

to the poor man alone . As we have mentioned, these words describe other 

units sharing similar life conditions . How then is one to isol ate those 

passages in which the 'J $ described is a man who is ooor? To meet this 
1 T - ..___ 

problem, two methods have been used. The first consists in eliminating 

all verses l'lhich obviously refer t o other units in other circumstances, 

or to the same unit (i.e. a man) in other circumstance (i.e . not poverty). 

Follawring this process, we haTe, secondly, examined the remaining biblical 

passages under the spot-light of sociological analysis. Certain objective 

criteria which the social scientists have used to distingui sh the lawest 

social strata, we have adapted. ?.taterial want (ss categories A. 1-4, 7 in 

chapter one), lack or civil protection (see categories B. l.a, and 

B.l.b.l-7) and lack of social status and social acceptance (B.2., and 

3 .J.) are scientific criteria by which one can differentiate between 
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the "have nots" and the "haves•. 

Even after these two selective methods have been applied, there 

remai ns a number of passages. They are the verses that probably refer 

t o a man who is poor, but the context is too meager to assert this deti­

nitely. The author m s t be moved by his own predisposition to utilize 

these passages as seems most fitting to him. Such passages will be men­

tioned and the reasons !or employing them will be given in the body of 

the t ext. 

I 
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THE POOR !WI 

I. SOCIAL EAL~ 

'.'lhat Povertr Ia 

In the introduction it was mentioned that certain objective factors 

can be used to determine the poor man in society. To enumerate these 

factors is to describe the social realities. By det'inition the needy may 

sufl"er from a lack of proper f ood and c!rink, 1·rom inadequate shelt.er and 

clothing. What little wea1t.h he can muster, mu.st be used to keep body 

and soul together. Oftentimes he ?:J11st resort t o borrowing. When he does 

this, di.le to hiJI powerless positi on in s ociety, he may be victimized. 

The court, the businesSt:ian, the bovenunent may oppress him mercilessly. 

He is indeed the helplese and weakeet entity in the social order. Hav-

ing neither social status nor power s tatus, he is dependent on the pro-

tection of other men or of society. If tbese f ail him, in a r eligious 

culture, Ms only r ecrurse is his God. 

Treatment of the Poor 

In Biblical. society we 1·ind that the p!"or were treated on occasi on 

kindly. There were certain individuaJ.s like Job who acted nth sensitivity 

to their pli{;llt . He claims to have provided clothing (Job 31: 19 ft.), 

to have given protection (Job 29:16), to have acted on their behal.f when 

dangers threatened (Job 29:12), to have sympathized with them (Job ,JO=JS> 
and to have satisfied any need wnich they expressed (Job 31:16). Job's 

conduct was not singular. The picture of the charitable woman in Proverb• 

31:20 ia not simply an idealized portrait of whet should be. There D.18t 

have been persona in biblical times who realized the ettU.cal auty to 

support the needy. D.ng Joaiah was one king who was concerned with the 
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proper treat.mant of the indigent. He aade certain that the coarte 

administered the la with complete justice (Jer. 22:16). 

GrouJ18 u well aa indiTi.dual.a lligbt deal ravorab~ With the poor. 

In the book of Esther (9:22) we are told that the Jen celebrated Pu.ria 

by sending gifts to those who were in need. On occasion the enemies o! 

the Hebrews aa a conquering gro11p were most generous to the poor. When ' 

Babylonia conquered Judah, the victors sent into exile ail but the lowest 

in the social order. To these, they gave farms and vineyard.S to tend 

(II K. 2S:l2, a.J.ao II K. 24:14, Jer. 39:10, 40:7, 52 :15-16). The coor 

therefore had no reason to remain layal patriots. When a conqueror is 

more kindly than the native rulers, t o be nationalistic would be folly. 

Because oi' this, the otner elements in society may have r esented the poor, 

or at least had a rationalization tor not supressing their natural emnity 

toward them. 

On the whole hawever, the poor were victimized more than they were 

helped. Vicious e.iements i n society aoused t.heir pu.verless position r·or '. ., ,. ., 
I , ~-.,._ _,(.,._,, ,., , 

their own aa.vantage. They were p.iundered (II Sam. 12:1,3-4, Job 20:19) 

even the nelpless wiaow among them (Job 24:3). Tne prophets were 

particularly aware 01' the brazenness of tnose wt10 robbed t.h4)1l Jisa. J:l.4, 

Ezek. 18:12). One gets the impress ion that the total society was involYed 
., 

in this mispractice (Ezek. 22:29 mentions the am haaretz as engaging in ----
exploitation). 

The Biblical law had prohibited the practice of keeping the garment 

oi the poor overnight. This law was violated. Ezek. 18:12 and Job 24:9 

are evidence that men ~till took ple<i,ges unconcerned with the hardship 

which they were i nflicting. Scne people prac'ticed usury so as to secure 

their f ortunes {Pr . 28: 8). This of course waa at the expense of the 

indigent. 
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In other businesa practices the same general oppression could be 

.round. Amos describes t.he practice 01· exacting corn ! 'ram the ne~ 

(Amos S:ll). Pr. 22:16 is not specific as to the type of business actiTi.ty 

engaged in, but it was some •get-rich-quick" scheme by llhich t\mds were 

extorted from the indigent. Sme poor were even sold into slavery 1or 

failing to pay a debt (Amos 2:6 , ~:6) .1 

The courtroom was another scene of persecution. Bribery was used 
? 

to pervert the judgment of the poor (Amos 5:12, Isa. 10:12). Some ele­

ments even lied for the same purpose (this is the implication of Isa. 32:7). 

Others were so content that they paid no attention to these corrupt pro-

cedures (Jer. 5:28). Nm-exp.Ucit act1v1tes resulted in the same ena 

(F.cc. 5:7). \fe al.so learn l'rom the book of Proverbs that the responsi ble 

l egal ol'ficia.18 mJ..gnt judge unaer the i nU.uence 01' an intoxicating 

beverage (by implication from Pr. 31:4-5). 

These by no means exhaust the lut. Some people t. ere litera.U.y intent 

on d~stroying the poor (Amos 8:4, Ps. 109:16, Pr. 3v:l..U, Job 5:15) . 

Ps. 10:9 s r aphically illustrates the process or this murder, by the simile 

of tne lion lurking i'or prey, then seizing and consumin.g it. There is 

other evia.ence that men actual.J.y aid muraer the helpJ.ess poor (Jer. 2:34, 

Job 24:14). 

J. number of passages are quite vague, but the l.lltent is apparent.2 

The indigent needy were exposed to many forms of oppression and mistreat-

ment. 

Besides the physical mistreatment which alfects body and pen>on 

(and l ater soul), there t.ere the more subtle acts of u.nkinaneas which 

affect the s pirit ana the pride. The !'OOr man who beccmes indigent suddenly, 

finds h.l.maw· hated by his f nends (Pr. lU: 20) • Hu new social role naa 
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stigma associated w1. th it. Men are now ine1i.lrerant to h1ll and h1a lot 

(~l.6:49 intmda more than the men ot Soaom mid Gemorrah). These indirect 

ronns of malevolence can atrect the personality ot a man even .:>re f orce­

fully than external persecution. 

Reactions or the Poor 

0Ur portrait of the poorw~d lead one to bell.eYe that he was a 

aeprivea., victurl.zeu, violated ~mber 01· society, an innocent, helpless 

chila, con1\lsea and terrorized by the croelties of others. But reality, 

as reveal.ea by a nwm>er of biblical passages, requires a modification of 

the portrait. Jerem:ian insisted that the poor ae wel.J. as the rich were 

corrupt. Tney had no knowledge or Goa's aerna.rns (Jer. 5:4). Inaeed they 

were just as f oo.Ll.Sb as all other members of society ( J er. 5: 5) • Tne 

author of Pr. Jl:6-1 cnarges t.tiat they are drunka.rc1S. Job describes the 
.. - ..... ~· ; ~~>-

lmr depthS to wtuch the poor have sunk. (Job 24:1-ll) .J IndeeQ tney act 

most uncinl1zea., like wil<1 asses (v. S) . Tney are so desperately in 

neeci ol' food that they care not wnence it comes (llltent of v. 6b). It 

appears as u · the niceties of social living do not concern them. These 

verses add new tones to the canvas. Our picture of the poor is now more 

realistic. 

II Social Attitudes TOTTard the Poor Uan 

Int.roctuction 

An attitude ia an expression of an individual's feelings or thoughts. 

When the expression is accepted by a number of individuals, it becomes a 

social attitude. The social attitudes toward the poor in biblical times 

were u.bivalent. Our t ask will be to separete the positive ext'ressions 

from t he negative ones. But W'e must realize Uiat the classification 1a 
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false . At any moment in time, both types of attitudes operate simultan-

eously. 

Positive Attitudes Toward the Poor llan 
'I f ~ ~ 

The major source of these attitudes is the Book of Proverbs. Herein 

is contained the iolk: wisdom which was a renection of the people • s 

attitudes . To their way of thl.nking the poor man is the equal of the 

rJ.ch :nan (Pr. 22 : 2) and the oppressor (Pr. 29:13) , since God is the creator 

of them all. If the indigent man has discernment the·n he is considered 

superior to the rich (Pr. 26:11) . If he conducts himself wi. th inteE;rity, 

his value supercedes that of the corrupt rich man and the fool (Fr. 19:1, 

28 :6 ) . When he is humble, he is more desi rable than one ..mo tnes to 

becotre wealthy (Pr. 16:19) . The needy man is considered an honest man 

-
(this is the implic ation .of Pr . 16:19), and a meek individual ( Pr. 18 :2)). 

By becoming poor, one may actually gain much "Keal th (perhaps s piritual 

riches), 'l'fhereas by becoming rich, one may end up wi t.h nothing (in terms 

of spirituality or character, see Pr. 13:7) . The ina.igent does not have 

as many worries either. He need not fear that someone will threaten him 

or his famil y for ransom ( Fr. 13:8) . Only a rich man has this probl em. 

Sven ~ore significant t han these oositive attitudes, were the attitudes 

that centered around his r eligious powers . His relationship with God was 

believec! to be most intimate. He had only t o cry out and God would respond 

(Ex. 22 : 22, De it. 15:9, 24:15). This attitude was the b asis for a theolocical 

system as we shall see t'urther on in the chapter. As a r esult, his blessing 

was highly valued (Deut. 24 :12-13). God, himself would confirm the benediction. 

The prophets call him a tzaddik (noti ce the raralJ.elism in Amos 2:6b), 

or an innocent, guiltless human (Jer. 2 : JU) . 

Indirectly these r>ositive attitudes t owarc! the poor were expressed 

al.so. Those who treated them proper ly were believed to be happy (Pr . 14:21), 
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honoring God (Pr. 1Ju31), loaning to the Diety (Pr. 19:17-the illlplica---
tion being that they shall rece1Te a reward rrom hilll, a payment in ret.im 

for the loan), blessed (Pr. 22:9), and free fJ'alL the possibility of ex­

periencing poverty themselves (Pr. 28:27). ilao the king who i8 kind to 

the poor shall gain h1a reward, an eternal throne (Pr. 29:14). Toward 

those who mistreated them, hostile attitudes were expressed. They are 
v ~ 

called wicked (Pa. 10:2), lieing churls (18. 32:7), iniquitous, blasphemous, 

and vile Clifa. 32:6), md sell-content and obese (Jer. 5:28). Their wealth, 

gained by foul means, will be taken away (Job 20:10,16). Indeed they shall 
, 

.,, ~ .. ~1,,......4- """ ...C 

hand it over to, the j)oor ~ims (implication o! Pr. 28:8). The oppressor's 

actions are considered sin1'ul. (Ezek. 16:49, Pr. 14:21) and a blaspbezv 

unto God (Pr. 17:5). Therefore when trouble befalls him, God shall ignore 

him (Pr. 21:13), and further, during his lile, curse him (Pr. 28:27). 

In three distinct ways then the positive attitudes of biblical 

society are expressed; toward the poor themselves, toward those who treat 

them with kindness , and toward those who victimize them. 

Negative Attitudes Toward the Poor Uan 

Next we turn to the opposite side of the ledger, the social atti.tudes 

which reveal a hostility toward the poor, or a negative response toward 

poverty. Poverty is believed to r esult in loneliness, rejectiol\ and even 

hatred by one's closest friends (Pr. 14:201 19:4, 7), whereas wealth 

attr acts 1·r1ends (Pr. 14:20, 19i4). The poor man is destined to be dom­

inated by the wealthy (Pr. 22:7). His lot is a tifficult one (Pr. 15:15, 

Job 30:25 notice the parallelism) . The poverty which he endarea leads to 

his '!J'f1 destruction, whereas wealth ot'fers protection to a human (Pr. 10:15). 

The cause o! indigence is considered, suprisingly ,enough, laziness 

(Pr. 6:10-ll, 24:33-34). The interence is that the poor are idle, sluggiah 
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members ot society. Thq are, to put it negatiTe~, not diligent, i'ar 

it thq were they would become rich (Pr. 10:4). h.rt.her, tbef are d.eceit­

tul (Pr. 10i4), and tun of wiles. Concerning t.be claia t.bat they poHUB 

any special qualities, the peH1m1stic author of F.cclesiates would sq, 

not at all ( 6: 6) • In !cc. S: 7, we f'1nd that even the oppressions to 

which they are subjected are not condemned. The writer would lead us to 

believe that one should expect such things. 

The attitudes which the society held generally, are in direct con­

flect. At one moment poverty is a virtue, at another, a vice. The 

poor man is believed to be honest, humble and a person of integrity, and, 

simultaneously, a lazy, deceiti'ul and cunning indiviaual. The ambivalence 

seems to be almost psychotic. 

Social Ideals 

The Law 

Introduction 

.&n ideal is an expression of the •wtiat should be". It is a rep­

resentation or perfection. Social ideals are the representations or 

perfection on r.hich one or more social entities in society agree. The 

law code delineates the social ideals of the total society. 

An ideal is unnatural. It requires of man that which he, by raw 

nature, would be umti.lling to do or be. Law requires that or man. In 

this sense also it is an expression of the ideal. 

Biblical law defined. the ideal for ancient society. This ideal is 

found in the t.wo areas of biblical legislation, in the civil la• and in 

the ceremonial law. 

Civil Law 

Civil law, in this paper, shall denote any law which does not 
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commercial lite and related processes. Biblical civil ln attempt.a to 

meet the specific needs of the poor man with adequate legislation. This 

section shall be organized in such a way aa to show the need, and the 

response by l• to that need. 

Poor men are in want of food. It ia one of the characteristics of 

their lot. The biblical legislaton were aware of this and legislated 

accordingly. The law camnands that a portion of one's fields and orchards, 

and the gleanings thereof be left ungathered at harvest time, so that the 

poor might obtain food (Lev. 19:9-10, 23:22, Deut. 24:19-21). The ne~ 

shall have domain over them. Furthermore in the seventh year, the ahemitah 

year, every field shall remain fallow. Its produce shall be the possession 

of the poor (Ex. 23:ll). 

The inCigent are in need of money. Their own resources are so 

limited that they cmnot survive the economic strains of daily lite. The 

Bible responds to this need in an appropriate way. If they do a day' a 

work, the employer must pay them before evening, for if he does not, they 

shall not have the necessary funds for their meagre bread (Deut. 24:14-15). 

Under extreme pressunt, the needy may sell their inherited lands. Pro­

visions are made so as to regulate thia process. And the regulations are 

most lenient. Their kinsmen are required to redeem their inheritances 

{Lev. 25:25).4 Ir they do not have kinsmen, then the land remains in the 

hands or the creditore until they can buy it back (Lev. 25:26-27). 

The implication of this is that the creditors a.re under compulsion to 

sell back their acquired property, if the poor can pq them. They cannot 

keep it and do with. it as they will. Whether the indigent can 1111ster 

the necessary funds or not, the iand reverts back to them in the 
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Jubilee 79ar (LeT. 2S:10). When the ~become desperate and haTe to 

sell themselTea into slavery (presumably to pq off a debt) 1 then the 

la again springs into action. With great rigidity it regulated the 

proceedings. The slaTes were not to be tre~ted as bondsmen (Lev. 2$:)9) 

to be dealt with rigorously (LeT. 2$:43, 46). If they had near relatives, 

they mu~t redeem them (Lev. 25:48-9). In the event that there are no 

existing relatives, the slaves themselves may 00.y back their freedom 

(Lev. 25:49-52) . In any event, they would be liberated, with or without 

redemption by kinsmen or selt; when the Jubilee year came, all masters 

were to set free their slaves (Lev. 25:40-U, 54). 

The law prortdes further economic protections !or the poor. The 

indigent who become indebted to others nm the risk o! being mistreated. 

Finc.ncial sharks may take advantage o! their helplessness and impotence. 

The l aw comnands that this shall not be. Ex. 22: 24 asserts that the 

money-lender 1111s t not act as a creditor nor userer (Lev. 2S:J6 re-enforces 

this provision) . The seventh year was also a device to hel p the debtors. 

All pl :_dbes became null and void (Deut. 15:1-2). To prevent any violations 

of t.he law, it is specifically stated t.hat one must not withhold loans 

as the year or release approaches (Deut. 15:7-9). The man who does so, 

ml.1 incur the wrath or the Lord. 

The ?<>Or man is further distinguished by his ll.mited wardrobe . 

If he be typical, he has but retr garments. And these arrord him protection 

from the elements. The law, in recoanition or hie plight, states that 

if his e;annent is used for collateral on a loan, the creditor must retum 

it before sunset (Deut. 2lul2-l.3). Without his cloak, he coul<1 not 

survive. 

The poor in society are the common victims of corrupt judges in 

court. The magistrates would be prone to show pre!erential treatment to 

• 



-47-

the wealth7 and infl.nential. The Bible legislates so as to prevent thia 

abuse of justice. There was to be no special pri'rilege accorded. to the 

needy (Ex. 23i3) nor to the substantial rich (Lev. 19:15) . Strict justice 

and equality ware to dominate ccurt procednre. 

Ceremonial Law 

Hebraic law regulated the religious as well as the secular lii'e or 

the population. All human activit y came under legal jurisdic tion. 

There was no manifest clevage between the business 1'0rld and the ritual 

world, as in our d~. The law standardized tota.L human behavior. 

To f'Ulfill the ceremonial law, one had to have available funds. 

Sacri!'icea and tithes were part o! the ritual procedings. But the poor 

man suffers from financial pr obl ems. Row shall he fulfill the religious 

requirements? M we examine the ways in which the law adjust. to this 

fact , we shall see t wo distinct principles operative; first t hat when 

equality i s ooss ible, it is favored t o inequa.Lity ; and second, that i.f 

inequality is inevi~able , t.'ie poor man is s till duty- bound t o give money, 

although the amount is in accordance with his ability to pay. 

When the poor man was smitten lT'i th leprosy, he , like everyone else 

in society, had t o oring s acr ifices to the pries t. The law, in recogni­

tion of his plight, made adjustments in t he nw::iber and kinds of sacrifices 

(Lev. 14: 21-J). Likewise if a poor man made a special vow of per sons, 5 

he was given special treatment by law-. Others had to pay on the basis 

of the age and sex of the person vowed {Lev. 27:2-7) . His assessment 

was in accordance with his ability to pay (Lev. 27 :8) . If the assess­

ment was relatively small, as in the case of the ha1f shekel atonenent 

offering to the Lord once a year, no adjustment was made. Everyone, rich 

and poor, was to pay the prescribed amount {Ex • .30:15). 
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Ideals Beyond the Law 

The law failed. In all biblical strata, as we haYe seen, one can 

find numerous a tatements about the oppression of the poor. It the legis­

lation bad been effective, such mistreatment would not beve existed. lfe 

might pause, briefly to aak wh7 t.he law was ineffectual. 

The aost logical reason is that law cannot be effective U it is 

not generally accepted. The hostility toward the poor may have been so 

widespread that it could not be curbed. Likewrise those whose economic 

security was dependent on victilr.izing the needy l'IOuld fight with al.l 

their power to see that the law did not succeed. 

Secondly, one might suppose that a law code n::ust necessarily rail, 

somewhat. A shrewd man can al. ays find t he loophol e or the device by 

r.hich the l aw can be circumvented. If man' s intent be evil, l e&al means 

can be f ound to implement his purpose. 

Lastly l aw, by definition, cannot succeed. Law is an at t empt to 

change or regulate externals. But 1'hat man feels , t l'>inks, believes, 

what man is inside, motivates his behaviour. Law cannot legislate inner 

processes, and so it cannot fully achieve i ts ends. 

The f act remains. Biblical law !'ailed. The only guides for 

conduct left were the messages of past and contemporary social idealists. 

These men of sensitivity continually conaemned the cruelty, the corrupt 

pr actices, the unnecessary suffering. And what they spoke became social 

ideals, in- as;-much- as some people accepted their words. 

As the legislators, these social idealists attempted to meet the 

needs of the indigent. When the poor were hungry, the idealists demanded 

that men feed them (Isa. 58:10, Ezek. 18:7, 16). 'Nben the poor were 

naked, the men of conscience commanded th&t they be clothed (Ezek. 16:7, 16). 
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Further they insisted that men stop stealing tram their impoverished 

brethren (Pr. 22:22) and dealing unjustly in business enterprises 

(Ezek. 18:7, 16). The ideal.1st.a condemned those who were self-content. 

They demanded that they desert the soft couches, and help the poor victi.ms . 
; 

or a corrupt judicial systea(Ps. 82:), Pr. 22:22, )1:9). An idealist, 

like Zecharial\ proposed an entirely new ideology .ror men to accept. He 

coJlllWlded that all abuses ot the poor cease forever (Zech. 7: 10) • 6 

God and the Poor 1!an 

The material with l'bich we shall now deal is of utnost significance. 

Upon the proper understanding or this matter depends much of biblical 

thought and t heology. The concepts of su.!fering, of redemption, or 

Divine discipline are intimately connected with i t. But we shall pos t pone 

a f'ul.l discussion of the significance of the concepts which we will 

herein uncover for a l ater time. 

We have intimated i.n passing that the poor man haC! a closer relation-

ship with God than most individuals (see page 42 under the section entitled, 

Positive Attitudes Toward the .Poor Man). U be but cry out, God mwst 

respond (notice also Ps. 12:6 and Job 34:28). His words, his prayers have 

a peculiar efficacy. God is most responsive to them. This constituted 

a major belief held in coD1110n by all elements of society . The r eason for 

this peculiar belief, is never explicitly stated. It is our opinion that 

the r eason is lost in anti~uity; that there was some prototype of the 

poor man who was believed specially endowed by virtue of his condition. 

Speculation wood lead us to believe that this prototype was the home-

l ess wanderer(for a i'ull.er discussion of the matter, see the section in 

chapter three entitled The Homel.ess Wanderer). 
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Evidence for the assertion or this belief can be 1111stered in other 

ways . Fint we may turn to the i.mpllc ations of the 110rd > ~ ll itself • 
. T 

In its oore and derived forms it can denote religious lea tu res, humility, 

righteousnes s , religious comm.mion, etc . {see chapter one) . How did the 

word develop so as to encompass these notions? The only logical answer is 

that the concept of the poor man as an intimate of God 1 permitted the natural 

expansion of this word. Secondly we may ask , why did certain ritual 

fonns, imitating the conditions of m ' J:/, evolve? We know that these 
•T 

ceremonies were utilized because they were believed to be ef.l.'icacious . 

The answer mst be that the 'J~ was believed to be Goo•s intimate, a'ld 
. T 

t.herefore to achieve his r eligious position, one should imitate him 

(for a fulle r discussion of this poi nt see chapter three, the section 

marked Imi ta ti.on or the '.J 4 ) . 

From all this eviaence, we can assert .i)Ositively that m~n believed 

t hat the !X>Or man was in a closer relationship with God by Virtue or 

his condition . 

In ex.ilic and post-exilic t imes, a theologic aJ. explanation or 

r~tionali~ation of this belief developed. And this theol ogy, a process 

t heology, was a ~lied to e xrlain all fonns of suffering, not only poverty . 

Here is the !)r ocess , step by s tep. Man s i ns a£ainst . God . God punishes 

him with poverty. The suffering which he endures makes him receptive to 

God. iVhen he is receptive to God, God responds in k~d. Thus at the 

end, the ~oor man is in close associat i on with the Diety . 

Evicience must next be mus tered f rom the Bible to prove the existence of 

this t heological process . rirs t we ma,v find ample evidence that poverty 

was thoueht to be the result of man's sin. Ps . 37:25 asserts that the righteous 

never become poor; by implication then sinners do. The speeches of Job ' s 
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friends are an attempt to prove that his arn1ction waa due to his 

inquity. And at least one aspect of his ai'niction was povert7 (Job 1:10-17). 8 

Proof for the other steps in the process theology is di1'!1cult to 

muster. It it were not for one verse in Job .36 we would be hard-pressed. 

In verse 1.5, the statement is made that "He (God) delivers the ·J:I 9 by 
• T 

his 1.1 ~ and opens his ears through ~ n ~ (oppression)\ Let us consider 
·r. -

the"b"part first. Suffering (parallel to '-! ~: ) s erves as a device 

used by God to make one receptive, presumable to Him since He uses it. 

The poor man who experiences hardship becomes aware of God ' s commands 

and, r.e may assume, also of his past sins (ll'hich were actions contrary 

to liis commandments, and the cause of affliction) . The "a" part of the 

verse adds a new idea, namely, that God delivers or saves a poor man 

through his poverty. The implication is that if the sinner did not suffer, 

Goa could not save him. 1fhy is this so? Because as "b" states suffering 

makes one open to God. Thereupon God is compelled to return like for 

like; He must respond to one who is responsive to Him. In Psalm 10:17 

this is explicitly stated. God shall hear the desire of the poor,10 

and sba1l direct their hearts to him (shall make t hem recept i ve to Him) , 

so that Re may incline Ris ears unto their need, The formula is Ps . 86:1 

I i , ?--.~'~.' . .. "Incline Thine ears, 0 Lord, answer me, f or I am an '..1 y 
• 7' 

m~e.ns this: Be r eceptive unto me, f or I, as a result of my hardship, 

atn receptive unto Thee.ll 

.As further evidence that the theology stated above has validity, 

we may turn to several passages in -. hich the root il J :I is used verbally. 

':Ye will notice that in these verses the verbal meaning is "to l earn a 

l esson" or "to gain understanding". In Ex. 10:) the niph\J.. infinitive 

Jl., J J ~ means 1't.o learn a lesson through su.t.'fering!' Pharaoh ' s obstinancy 
T" 
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bas resulted in a number of plagues. lloses and Aaron say to him in T. 3 

"Thus saith the Lord, the God of the Hebrews,' How long shal.l you ref\use 

to leam frm the sut'ferlng which comes from Ve (that I, God han connanded) 

Let my people go fort.Ii•." In Dan. 10:12 the verb;.:/! in the ~means 
"to gain understanlling". Notice that it is used as a synonym for J'i i1. 

' T 

How does the root ilJ Y develop so a s to include this mean; ng? The only 

possible answer is that t.be theology which we have projected has valic!ity. 

For if it be true, t.hen this extension is natural. Poverty as we have 
a r~• ~<.. .. • t . ~ ,, 

seen is a means of awakening man to his sin. It is a form of mJsar, 

of learning a lesson. Thus the verbal meaning "to leam" or "to gain 

understanding• is most logical. 

It follows f rom this belief and its theological rationalization that 

the intimacy of the poor man with liis maker would be advantageous to 

him. And indeed this is true. God protects, provides for, and helps 

t he needy (representative examples of this thought are J e r. 20:13, 

Ps. 72:12, Ps . 109:31, Ps . 113:7, Ps. 132 :15, Job 5:1~ ) . Those who treat 

t.~em kindly shall receive benefits from t he Lord {for exampl e Ps. 41:2-4, 

Ps . 112:9~. whereas those who mistreat the'l,sball be utterly destroyed . ., 
7 

or inflicted with misery (for example Amos 2:6 , raa. .11:4, Pr. 21:1.3, 

28:27, Job 20:4-29). 

A few daring individuals questioned the theology ond i ts implica-

tions . Job arg11es against his f r iends who insist t hat his condition is 

the r esult of his t ransgressi ons. He insists that he is innocent, and 

ri{;l'lteous (this i s the intent of his remarks about his past conduct in 

29:11- 25, 31:1- 33). Not only does he den;y that suffering i s brought on 

by sin, but he also quest ions "nether God bas any concern for the 

afflicted (Job 30:19-~3). And further, Job wonders whether t.he wicked 
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who oppress and mistreat are destined to be cursed and pwU.shed (Job 21:7-lS). 

If one correlates Job's denia1 Yrith the elements ot the process theology• 

one sees that Job ie 4uesti oning the entire thing• am not just one phase. 

He does not •rely refute one idea. namely that sin causes suffering• as 

some scholars insist. He rather challenges the enti.re !Jhilosophical 

structure. 

Swmnary and Discu.ssion 

The poor are by aefinition those 1'ho suf.fer physical deprivations• 

social stigma, and civil and economic oppressions. Inasmuch as they are 

hel pless and weak, others tend to abuse them. On occasion, some individuals 

and groups treat them kindly, but this is not common. The general 

oppression to which they are subjected has its effects. They may react 

to the cruelties of others with desperate and uncivilized actions. 

From these social realities, social attitudes develop. These attitudes 

seem schizoid. On the one hand the poor are considered honest, humble, 

without worry, capable of blessing, innocent, and close to God. Indeed 

those who treat them l'<ell shall receive a reward in life, whereas those 

who neal unkindly with them shall not fall of their punishment. On the 

other hand, the poor are accused of being lazy and deceiti'ul. 

Also out of the social realities sprang 1·orth social ideals. These 

are concretized in the Pentateuchal law. The law attempted to meet the 

physical needs of the poor man with adequate and appropriate means. His 

need for f ood, clothing, money and lega1 protection were taken care of 

by t he biblical code. The ceremonial law also considered the needs ot 

t he poor. Underlying this legal superstructure were two distinct motives; 

that the poor should be treated as an equal, and that ii' this was impossible, 

economic adjustments should be made for him. However the law basicall.7 
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failed to solve ~. The same cruelties and corru.ptions that were 

observable bef'ore the code, remained. IC1eal.ists, such as the prophets and 

others had proclaiJDed their social ideals for m.any centuries. Bow 

these ideals were the standards for proper condllct. 

The poor man despite all his difficulties and hardships had some 

consolation. Everyone believed that he was an intimate of God. Hi.a 

cry for help would not be ignored. This belief' of ancient origin was 

later logically explained. A theology developed to make the belief 

rational. This theology, a process theology, contained several elements . 

First it asserted t.hat poverty is the result of sin. A man wbo acts 

contr ary to the 1ri.ll of God becomes poor. His incu.gence is a .iorm or 

sufrering. And due to this suffering, be opens up and becanes responsive 

to God and rea..u.zetl that fll.S transgression result.ad i n his present 

affliction. When he becomes resoonsive, God responds to nim. A 

mutuality aevelops between them. Therefore he is uniquely blessed. 

Those who treat him v1ell shai.l receive benefits l'rom God, those who treat 

him unkindly shall receive punishments. Job -iUestions the truth or the 

total process. 

It might be well to consider brie!J.Y a !'en proolems or ... uestions 

that come to mina. FirstJ.y , we may ask bow could t he people mistreat 

the poor, and at the same conceive 01 them as aivinely olessed? How 

could they divorce their actions from their beliefs? The problttm is 

most difficult. It is pos:;ible that, as in our society today, attitudes 

and sentiments ~ 119 one thing, and actions another. Tie have reported 

the schizoid nature of the soci al attitudes in biblical ti.mes. If in 

t his limited area alone there was conflict, we should expect that there 

r.ould be greater discrepancies in two d.i!'ferent areas ( ~e. in social 
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attitudes and social behanO\lr). Or mother pouibilit)r i.8 that the 

idea verbalized in the late theological S)'Stem, name.17 that poverty" 1a 

due to sin, was aiwa;ya inherent. The negative attitudes and treat.ment 

of the poor was the resu..1. t of tb1.8 latent belief. On tne other band the 

positive attitudes and the positive treatments ot the poor were due to 

the conviction that the indigent were intunates of God. Stated. ai1·ierently, 

we may say that the reason why we 1'llla a uiscrepancy oetween the positive 

at.tit.uaes anci the negative practices is this: t he latter could. aevelop 

because of the i dea that the poor \1-ere sinners, and to treat ~ transgressor 

badly is permissible; the fomer evolved because of the belief that the 

poor in time entered into a special relationshi p with the Lord. The 

f avorable social attitudes r efl ect the final phase of the theological 

process, the oppressive acti ons, the initial phase . 

Secondly we must ask f rom which class did the negative ideas about 

poverty arise, and f r an which class did the positive sentiments spring 

f orth? We might expect all the negative expressions to be the reactions 

of the non-poor, and all the positive expressions to be the reactions of 

the needy. But whether this is true or not we cannot say a.efinitely. 

The evidence is too vague. It is our feeling that probably these 

sentiments were free of class determinants . They were in all probability 

handed down indirectl y by historic attitudes that had evolved concerning 

t he prototype of t he poor man. These ancient ideas were formulated when 

class distinctions W"ere tenuous, almost non-existent. And in all prob-

ability t hey survived as beliefs. Ii' this is not so, if the positive 

at titudes toward the poor were not generalized and not free of class 

detenninants , we could never explain the ritual forms which imitate the 

condition of the '..J .:I • These ceremonial imitations W'ere used because 
• T 
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people believed they had efficacy. And all men used them, even the 

wealthy kings 01· Israel and Judah. We can assume then that probably the 

positive attitudes toward the poor were not their own creation, but 

rather based on a belief that was held by all elements in society. 



- 57-

1. For this interpretation see The Interpreter's Bible, Vol . VI, 

P• 787. 

2. See Isa. 3:1$, Ezek. 18:12; 22:29, Amos 2:7; 4:1; $:11, f s. 10:2 

and Job 20:19. 

3. For proof tbet Job is speaking about poor men, notice verses 5-7, ? 

and 10. 

4. In this sect ion one will find several references q11oted in which 

-, . 
ff'' .. _, •f 

J{ · ~I f 
v-v. -, . , 
r.- .. ;,.,/ 

r tl 
~ · I .J the Hebrew word :]·' N occurs. This root awears f ive times in the 

Bible (Lev. 25:2$, JS, 39, 47, Lev. 27: 8) . It i s used only as a 1~ 2-'-/ 

vero, and only in the qa1. In every instance it neans "to be poor.• 

The subject of the v-..rb in these five passages either i s in desperate 

need of money (Lev. 25:25, 35, 39, 47) , or cannot affor d to pay a 

standard pr i ce (Lev. 27:8) . 

S. The Interpreter's Bible, Vol . II, p . 131, sug~ests that thi.8 refers 

to the pr actice of dedicating people to the Lord ana then redeeming 

them with money. 

6. This list does no t exhaust the social i detls which were expressed 

in biblical society. One need only examine the propheti c literature 

f rom Amos on t o gain a more comprehensive view. Otlr presentation 

was an at.tempt t o sa ple the varieties ol° ieleal istic utt er ances and 
f' . not to exha.ise tnem. It is also interesting t o note the nature 

of this i uealism. For the oost part i t is expressed in t.he iI:Jperative 

mood. The i.ir.perati ve mood, of all moods , i s the most intolerant 

and the most passionate. The idealists who f ramed t he ideais were 

not content to be calmly l o&ical. Hather t.hey commandea , even as the 

law did. 

( 



7. Num. 12:2-.3 ia most significant in thi.s regard. In verse 2 ~am 

and Aaron question whether God communicates rltb Moses al.one, 

"And they said, does Yahweh speak only with Jloses; does He not speak 

with us also". The follOlri.ng verse, as it now is interpreted, seems 

to have little relationship to verse 2, •Now the man Moses was very 

I J ~ more so than all men 1'hich were on the 1·ace of the earth". 
Tor 

If we can answer two que.sti om;, we shall \Ulderstand the 1-..nction o.r 

verse J; first, why is the word oraer in this verse inverted and 

second what is the meaning of the word 1 .J .Ji ? The purpose of the 
'r T 

inverted sentence structure is to indicate that tbe author is making 

an aside, presuma::1ly to comment on the preceding passug (see I Sam. 13:15 

for a similar use of this aevice) . And what is the intent of this 

stage whisper? Remember that in verse 2 Mirian and Aaron have 

questioned whether Moses is in any way closer to God. The intent 

of verse 3 must be to answer yes, to affinn that Uoses was more intimate . 

This oecomes obvious when one r ealizes that God becomes angry at 

!tiriam and Aaron for posing t he query ( v. 9). In order for verse 3 

to answer the uestion asked in verse 2 affimati vely, the 'ft'Ord J .J lo 
TT 

can be translat.ed in one way and one way only. It mus t mean "one 

in a closer relationship wi. t h the Lorct" • Now the two vm-ses .r ol.l<Jlr 

logically. When Aaron and Ui riam ask ':'i'hether God s peaks only to 

tloses (in ver se 2), the autnor in en aside answers , of course, 

"For the man ~oses was in a much more intimate relationship with 

God than any other human on the face of the earth" (v. J). The 

customary t ranslation of the word I J Y is "huoble". This is 
Ty 

neither an adequate nor i ocused rendering. The significance of all 

this discussion is that this special meaning of the word /..) ~ , 
.,. T' 
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namely one in cl ose association with the Diety, further proves our 

contention that the poor man was one in a special relationship wi. th 

the Divinity. U this was not so, bow could the same Hebrew word 

denote both a poor man and a per scn close t o God? 

8. See Job 1:13-17. AB we shall notice in chapter three, illness was 

the second aspect of Job 's affliction. It is indeed interesting 

to compare Job 1 and Job 2 in tenns of t he condition lt1 ich he suffers. 

In 1:10 - Satan remarks that God has protected and blessed Job 's 

possessions, ni s wealt h. In vei·se ll, he suggests that a proper test 

of Joo ' s integr i ty would oe t o remove t hat wealth, to make bim poor. 

And God permits Satan to do j us t t hat (verses 13-17) . However he 

must not 3ann Job's person (v. 12). The implication i s that the 

Adversary can only afflic t "ob with poverty ana r.ot il.1.ness . And 

t hat is what he does according to chapter 1 . But in chapter 2 there 

is a second version. Satan suggests to God that man's own life i s 

man's major concern. (Job 2:4) . God shou . .ld therefore aff lict Job 

r.ith disease i1' He wisnes t o t~st. nim (2:5) . God permits Satan to 

do that. In consequence thereof Job is smitten with sore ooils, 

illness (2 :7) . In chap t er 1 Job ' s suffering is the result of poverty, 

in chapter 2 i t is aue t o illness . An important project 1r0uld be to 

exan:.i.ne the rest of the oook and see whether Job is afflicted with 

just one of these t1'io conditi ons, or whet ner \\"ith both. If one 

discovered tnat it was only one , be could prove which of the intro­

ductions is appropriate. The other intr oduct ion coul~ then be called 

secon::kry. Such a study is beyond the scope of this thesis. >:e 

r.:.ght menticr; hare t,hat r rom a r ather extensive and intensive examina-

t ion of the book, we are orone to t hink that Job sur.rered only i ll 



health. Therefore we believe that chapter one is secondary. Until 

this task be done systematically 1 we shall assw::ie t.hat part of Job 1 s 

a1:fliction is poverty, and also that the word • J .JI in its vari.CAlS 
\.. r · r.· 1 

forms denotes indigence. 

9. The word , J • here i s non-specific . It seems to be a general term, 
·~ 

10. 

including poverty as well as the other conditions t o ltlich t he root 

is aoplied (see chapter three) . 

The word.O'IJ1/ seems to be parallel to the woras D i.n ' and 71 "T ·.--: r •/ ? 

in v. 18. 

poor men . 

On the basis of this, we conclude t hat the 0 ' {; ?- are 

It' theD 'I J.Y were not i nc luded in the ae?nved classes . '-:-
mentioned in v. 18, then they would be acting as i ntermedia ries . 

In the Bi ble one \lSUa.Lly finds that men pray for t.hemsei.ves . Only on 

rare occasions do they pray i·or others. 

11. Pr . 1):18 may or may not h~ve bearing on the t heological system which 

we have \lncove red . The idea that !)Overty is the r esult of rej ecting 

rausar woula seem to contradict our view. 7ie have i .mpliea t hat musar, 

l earn.ine f r om sunering, takes nlace aiter the sin, auring the period 

of poverty . Pr. 13:18 seems to mean that~ takes place before 

poverty. In J . Sanders' aoctoral dissertat i on enti tlea S\11.Tering 

as Divine Disci pline in t he Ol d Testament and ~ost-Biblical Judaism, 

t his ver se is discussed . The author concl udes that the ~'O rd msar 

in thi s context is used in the general sense of instruction (p . 52) 

ana wotll:l include t he refer ence under the c ategory "A Lesson Tau&}lt 

by Verbal Instruction, Warnings , etc ." (p . 66) . !'resumable the 

warning is given by a numan being anci not God, in this verse. 

God rarely uses speech t o colll!iJUl1icat e ~usar. He would ecploy acts 

or Di.vine Providence. If the verse aoes intend that God i s the agent 
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gi.Vlllg musar, we may still fit this verse into our scheme. In 

chapter three, we will l eal'!l under the section entitled, The Prisoner, 

that the author of Job 36:8-12 expanded the process theology somewhat. 

He asserts that t here is a step that interrupts between suffering 

from affliction and opening to God. He would clailll that it is not 

automatic . During the suffer1.ng God informs man of his sin. He 

may or may not accept this ~· 11' he does then he is considered 

responsive to God. But if he does not, he is considered unresponsive, 

and his punish.:nent is continued or increased. Pr. 13:18 may i mply 

the s me thing. lt may mean that one who is afflicted with poverty 

may experience more of the same because he refuses to accept 

Divine discipline, because he refuses to open his ears unto the Lord. 

!f this be so then a better translat ion of the "a" part of the verse 

would be "(Additional) shame and poverty will be t o him who re.i':lses 

~ (from God) · " 



CHAPTER THREE 

The Root 71.J ~ And l ts Synonyms 

Applied 'to Other Conditi ons 
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INTHDIDCTION 

In chapter two we have disc1.1ssed poverty in the Bible. We have 

nstrated that the word '..J ~ and its synonyms can denote destitution • 
. -r: 

her we have aescribed the social realities, the social attitudes, 

social ideala associated with the poor man, and the theological 

cts of poverty. \ r . \ 
Our project in chapter three is to supplement this . We will attempt 

describe the other conditions which are called 'J JI • It has already . ...-; 
mentioned that the word can be applied to homelessness, imprison-

t, sickness and famine . We will here examine each one and observe 

it is related to poverty . 

It required one extensive chapter to ai.scuss all t he implications 

To present all the implications of the other conditions 

oted by the word ' J Y 1r0Uld necessitate seve ral additional c hai;ters. 
-r 

would be oeyond the intent and scope of this s tudy. Therefore we 

limited our goals, and lli.ll discuss only two mat ters; the realities 

t he theological aspects of the other 
ir I I ,. 

'J~ conditions. 
• T.' 

These a r eas 

the most crucial o~. Ii ~e aemonstr ate the f actors common to 

erty and the other afflictions in these two areas alone, our findings 

be significant. And as we notice the resemblances among these 

ditions , we shall understand how the term evolved. 

As a supplementary project, we have included a disc1.1Ssion of the 

ous means of imitating the 

ome apparent ( in the text: 

The significance of this Will 



APPLICATION OF TBE TER!A 'J Y TO OTHER CONDITIONS . -r: 

I. To Individuals 

The Homeleaa Wanderer 

1 . The Root il.JJ Applied to the Homeless Wanderer 

In several verses the word 'J.JI and its derivea forms describe the 
• r : 

condition of the homeless wanderer. ln Isa. 41:17 the ~ -! ! and/·,~?- !:: 
are pictured as thiTSty while wandering through waste lands on a journey 

f rom Babylonia to Palestine {notice verses 18-20). In Isa . 58: 7 the 

word is used similarly •1 The word 1 J .Y is oarallel to% Jf "'1 in this 
• 'T • • ..... 

passage. And t.he latter word in another contest describes a wanderer 

( Ps. 107: 5, see v. 4 also) • The verb ,7 ..J JI is used frequently to describe 
T • 

the hardships of desert life {Deut. 8:2, 3, 16).2 

2. rlealities of Homeless Wandering 

From the description of the condition 01 the wanderer, it will be 

evident that his lot parallels tue poor man 1 s lot. In t he hot, barren 

stretches of t.he desert, he wanders. Food and drink are at a minimum. 

he, therefore is continually hungry and thirsty (II Sam. 17:29, Isa. 49:lo,3 

?s. 107: 4- 5). Even the little nourishment which he can find is barely 

palatable (Job 30:3-4).
4 

Weariness overwhelms him (ll Sam. 17:29), 

and causes him to feel faint (II Sam. 16:2, Ps . 107:5). Like the poor 

man also he has no permanent shelter (Isa. 58 :7 and by implication, 

Ps. 107:4). His wardrobe is dificient. The garment which he wears rots 

on his back {Neh. 9: 21 by implication). 5 Dangens and persecutions 

continua.!ly plague him. Hostile peoples threaten to consume hill (Num. 14:3; 

21:23). The sun is a raging foe that mercilessly scorches his tender 
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r JJ 

1'lesh (Isa. 49:10, implied))') An assortment of grotesque beasts mid 

reptiles lurks abc:Mt him (Dellt. 8:15) . In the solitary, unending desert, 

he senses, like a poor man, his loneliness (Job 30: 3) • Indeed his lot 

is most dil'ficult to endure. His is a li.1'e of continual anguish and 

constant trouble. Death stands waiting to enfold him (Ex. 17:3). 

Inside hia, emotions well. lie alternately complains and weeps (Nu.a. 11:4). 

His tortured soul gives way to discouragement (Num. 21:4) . The parallels 

between the poor man and the desert wanderer are numerous and striking. 

We llllSt digress at this point to include a matter o! major isigni-

ricance. From the earliest tineis even unto the Davidic period, a code 

of conduct was generally accepted by the people. And this code defined 

the proper treatment of the desert wanderer. Ii' one shou.la enter a city , 

it was proper to fetch water so that he might wash his feet (Gen 18:~; 

19:2, Ju. 19:21). The host was to prepare food and drink in great haste .. 
(Gen. 18:$-8; 19:3, Ju. 6:16; 19:21, I Sam. 25:18, II Sam. 16:1-2; 

17: 2~9). The homeless wan:ierer was further to be proveaec1 1ri t.h lodging 

for the night and protection for his person and property (Gen . 19:3, 5-d, 

Ju. 19:22) . Even provision for his beasts was to be furnished (Ju. 19:21). 

This code was operative for all classes i n society. Even the rich obeyed 

it (Il Sam. 12:4). 

The code of conduct is most significant. It reveals the operation 

and the effects or an unusual belief and attitude. What possible r eason 

could there be f or &ich a code? Why should the wanderer of all people, 
I 

be treated so royally by all elements in society? One might sq that 

the desert wanderers played an important economic role in ancient ti.mes. 

Some of these men were merchant-travellers, who transported needed goods 

from one area to another. To honor men such as these might result in an 



economic advantage. The merchant might favor his host with a favorable 

trade. Tll.l.S argament llbil.e logical is 1·aulty. The texts which we have 

cited in no way indicate that the wanderers wno were treatea so well were 

merchants . Nor is there a& inaication that an economic aavantage was 

derived from the guest. Again one might suggest that the desert wanderer 

was the bearer 01· news in ancient society. As ne traveled f rom place 

to pll:lce ue coilectea items 01 inte1·est. Tt1U8 he served as a kind of 

indiviaual news service. Thl.8 argument al.so is faulty. In the passages 

which we examined thoroughly there is no reference to such activity. If 

this was the cause of the nighly ae1"inea. coa.e 01· conQllct, "R sboula at 

least expect an allusion to it. But there is none . Both o! tnese 

explanation.s are inaaequ.ate. What t.hen is the answer? By elimination we 

must eventually conclude that t.oe rigid etiquette developed fran a 

primitive bel iei ••• that belie1 was that tne wanderer was uniquely blessed•.6 

His llie condition resulted in a closer attacbment to Goo. To treat him 

W"e.1.l was to paci..fy the Di.ety. It was e religious duty. ~.nd out of this 

be.Lief develo?ed a parallel belief, namely, tnat the poor man was also 

intimate with tne Loru. As we ncive noticed the poor man's lot has mch 

in common witn the wanderer's plight. The former was to his society, as 

t.he l atter to 11is ::.ociety . The.1:el°ore to attribute the same quall.ties 

to nim is logical. 

We may go a step l'\1rtber. Ir the archetype 01 t.he poor man was the 

nomad, then tne mstoric antecedent or tbe ;;oor l c.ws found in the Bible 

must have been the nomadic code of conduct. These ooor lal'fS must have 

developed out of some unLue Hebraic belief because they are found only 

in Hebrew society. As one examnes the other leral coo.es irom varicus 

Semitic cultures, one is aoazed to find the absence or any l~w governing 

relationships with the needy (see J . B. Pri tcharc1' s Ancient Near Eastern 



~' pp. 159- 222) . This finding strengthens our argument that an 

unique Hebrew belief motivated the legislation for the poor, and further 

that this belief was that the wanderer was a holy individual . 

}!ore evidence i s available to re-enforce ou.r argument about the 
\ 

historic antecedent of the poor l aW5 . lt is generally agreed' that tbe 
I 

- " I 

prophets believed that the ideal society was a nomadic one. And numerous 

evidence is available to demonstrate that these prophets condemned the 1r. " -

treatment of the poor. How are these two facts logically related? 

The most natural explanation is this . The prophets idealized desert lUe. 

In nomadic society there ll"as a rigid code of conduct which regul ated 

the tre;it ment of the wanderer. In the pr ophet ' s day s ociety l!ad changed. 

There were f ewer wander ers . But a nel'r gr oup of people a rose ll'ho r esembled 

in many ways the homeless w-cmderers of the past, namely the poor . The 

rich did not realize this for they mistreated them. They did not O.eal 

r.i th t hem according to the spirit of the ancient nocadic code. Therefore 

the prophets were n:ost concerned with the poor and thei r lot. Add to this 

t he assertion of schol~ that the prophets actively engaged in framing 

the legislation which protects the poor, and the evidence becomes more 

pointed. The prophets , concerned with the preservation of the desert 

code of conduct, f r amed the poor laws in order to maintain it. All 

of our theories and s peculat i ons hannonize with the available evidence. 

J . Theology 

We have dettonstr a ted in Chapter tr.o t he process theology which 

explained. the peculiar relationship between God and the poor man. Yle 

shall find that the s2!1le r easom.ng oper ates in the case of the desert 

wanderer . 
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The desert lP.nderings are recorded in the Pentateuch, and retold in 

the book of Psalms. The e:icaped s laves sinned aga.inst God (Num. 1.4:26-8). 

He in tum punished them for their trQIUlgressions . They had to endure an 

extendee1 period 01· wander ing in the desert (i:um. 1.4:29-34). 7 AB a result 

of the suffer ing, the people became re.sponsive to God. He in turn responded 

to their cries for help(Ps. 107:6 - see v. 4).8 The Lord granted unto 

them their wish for they acknowledged Rim. The simi1arities between this 

theological presentation and the presentation with r egard to poverty are 

astounding. 

4. Conclusions 

FrOI!l t his discussion o! the real i ties and the theoloQ" of homeless-

ness , i t is evident that the poor man and t he wanderer were considered 

cousins. The condit ions which they individually endured are very si:n!.lar. 

Further the theological explanati ons of poverty and of homelessness contain 

the same basic 1·eatures. The expansi on of the word 'Jj to cover both 
• T; 

conditions is therefore most logical. 

The Prisoner 

1. The Root il.J J applied to the Prisoner 

The. word '~l; is used in a rnunber of passages to denote the condition 

of the prisoner. In most of the verses , this i s implicit . Insteod of 

using the P.ebrew term for "prisoner" as a parallel to, or as a synonym 

of the word 'J JI a word which is i .n s ane way symbolic of imprison-. ·= ' 
ment is utilized. In l's. 

is a synonym for > J ~ • 

-~ 1 
• T: 

to , J 'Y :t"TI .4. . . - . 

107:10 the word > $ 11. meanini; "iron shackles" ... -.. 
In Job )6: ~ the term Cl"/!"¥~ is used parallel 

u 
•" Veroal usages are more 1·requent. In 

. ' .~ (\ ,. 



Ju. 16:~, the infinitive construct is used to modify the verb '.! ~ . 
The nmaning conveyed by this codli..nation is "to bind so as to imprison". 

In Ps. 105:18 the verb i':J~ is used in conjunction with the word s~~, ,.. . · .. ~· 
llhic h means "to imprison with fetters". 

10 
2. Reali t i es of Prison Li.re 

It will become obVioue in this discussion that the life of t he 

prisoner, the wanderer and the poor have much in COII:l!lOn. The prisoner 

also is hungry (Ps. 69 :22)11 
and thirsty (Ps . 69:4). To be incarcerated 

is to be cut off fran society. The prisoner f eel s lonely (Lam. 3 :28) . 

His best i'riends, and even his family have deserted him (Ps . 69 :9) . 

Many are those who victimize and persecute him {Ps. 69:5, 15, Lam. 3:46, 

52-3) • He has become a taunt aid an object of reproach to others 

{Lam. 3:11, 61, 63) , even to the l owest scum, the d~ards (Fs . 69:13) . 

No one seems willing to cane t o his aid ( s. 69 :21) . His trouble and 

grief a re all consuming (Ps . 69:18) . All the day does he weep (Lam. 3:48-9) . 

He has no peace, no hope , no rest (La.TJ . 3:17) . In utter aesperation, 

he fear s that he shall soon die (Jer. 38:8- 9, Ps. 102 :2112) . People are 

plotting to murder him. Oh how he craves vengence against them (Ps. 69: 23-6, 

28-9, Lan . 3:64- 5). 

J . Thoolop 

We will notice that the theological process operative in the case 

of the poor man and the wanderer, also functions in the case of the 

prisoner. 

One is sent to prison because of his sin and t..ransgression against 

God (Ps . 69:6, 107:10-1213, Lam. 3:4211) . Incarcerat ion is one of the 

puni.shments meted out by the Diet y to those llho do not obey Him (Lam. 3:1) . 
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Thia ?1-0iahment ia not without purpose (Lam. 3:))). I t makes the prisooer 

se.naitive to God {Job J6:d-12)15. And as man opens unto Goa, he in tum 
16 

responds to man (Ps. 102:21, Ps . 107:13-14, 16 ) . The Lord shall free 

them and remove them from the hateful dungeon. Notice now each step 

hannonizea with the other theological explanations which we have cited 

before. In each case there is sin, ?1-0ishment, response to God, and 

God ' s response . 

h. Conclusions 

Vfe have noted how similar the conditions of pover t y, i.mpr i sorunent and 

homeless r.;-.naering are . The needs of all who endure these liie-conditions 

are indeed par allel. And further, the theological explanations i n the 

three cases r esemble one another in every major detail. The use of the 

term '--!¥: to cover these three states is logical and natural. 

The Sick ?Jan 

1 . The Root il .J .Y Applied to the Sick Man
17 

There are two verses in whi ch the word > J 31 denotes the condition . -r: 
01" ulness . The first is Job 30 :16 {see v. 17 for proof ) . The second 

is Job 30 :27 (notice v. JO). The .Hebrew word J> ! also has t his connota-

t ion in Ge:i . 41 :19; the cows are sick. 

2. Reali ties 0 1 Illness 

In this section, we will again notice the relationsnip between 

the plight of the sick man ana that of the poor man (as well as t he 

wanderer and t.'1e prisoner). The similar ities are most striking. 

The sick l!an is suf 1·ering intense pa.in. lie cannot eat or swallow; 

l b 
he experiences hunf er (Job 33:19- 20) • If he b e a leper, his clothes 
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are s t ripped from h 1lD. He is not allowed to have his awn gannent (Lev. 13:45) • 
./ 

Likewise his home may be destroyed, and he be lift homeless, without 'l 
permanent shelter (Lev. 14:45) . 19 He is indeed all alone (Lev. 13:46, 

, 
J ob 30:29) . All of his former companions have des erted hi.Jll, probably 

I 

out of fear of contagion (Job 19 :13-19) . And a s the poor man , he is 

mis t rec: ted and oppressed. Uaey are they who taunt him and hold him in 

shame and derision (Job )0:1, 10) . In fact some ene:nies rise up to do 

hill! harm (Job JO: l2) . And here he is, weak, 1·eebl e and crushed, a man 

who is about to die (Job 7:5-8; 10: 20) . The pai.n 01' 11is ch.Sease is agonizing 

(Job 7:11; )0:16-18). There is no rest f or him (Job 30:17, 27) . With 

moaning and groaning does he pass the day (Job 30:28) . 

J . Theol ogy 

The process theology r.hich we have :10ted in t.'1e case of the poor 

man , the wanderer and the prisoner, can oe detected in the case of the 

i:ick oan as well . 

Disease is a fonn 0 1· ~shment afflicted for sinning against Goa 

(Deut. W : lS, 35, b0-61 ) . The sinner wno violates the Divine command, 

receives chastisement, in the form of illness . Ii" the nan oecomes sensitive 

to his sin end repents, then God will save hl.Ill (Job 33;~7-28)20• When 

he becomes responsive to God, Cod responds in kin<l. He listens to man ' s 

prayers . Tnus one who recover s f rom illness is considered divinely 

blessed. He is closer to God. In I sa. J b:l-6, Hezekiah ' s prayer auring 

his illness moved t he Lord to he .al him, to extend his life, and further 

to cieliver him f rom the Assyrian enemies . Surely the ?eOple must have • · t 
... \ 

believed him to oe aivinel y blessed . 1~· 

Job questions tnis theology. rte aero.es that the ricked a re affli cted 
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with disea.ae. Rather they thrive and remain healthy {Job 21:7-15) . 

lie f'Qrther a.aserts indirectly that those who are ill ma::7 not be sinners, 

but r athe r pure, innocent men like himsel.1' (his claims of innocence in 

chapter 31 intend this). Further he denies that God res pones to the 

pr~ers of the ill {Job 30:23) . Notice ~ow t:!Uch of the scneme he rejects . 

• Conclusions 

As we continue in our project, we ha~ a notice~ the simil arities 

between the r>oor man , the V.dJlderer and. the pr isoner. We must now acid 

the sick man . T"ne realities ui which he finci.s nimseli resembles t neirs. 

And further t.he t.neological explanations of their plights parallel for 

the z:ost part the theological explanation of sick .. ess . Sin i s viewed 

as the cause of the affliction. God afflicts because man has a.isobeyed 

r.im. }fan' s & ffennc may cake nil!! sensitive to r.is transgressions , and. 

lead him on to repentance. When ne becomes open to God' s wor d, God 

opens to him. He responds to nis needs , and rewerds him. 

Because 01 these amazing simila rities , the appJ.ication of the tenc. 

' .J y to sickness wos most natural ana rationo.1 . 
. r. 

ll . To Individuals Ur !:at.:.ons 

In:ll vi·J.ual or J:ation L"l ~e 

l . 'r.-ie :loot '1.J.Y /.poliec! to Indvi::ual or ::ation in :xi.le 

Vie will :iistinguish between tile a;:plicati.on of t he word to the 

i :ii:. viaual exl.1e and the national exile . In the fi r st cater ory is verse 

1 o; Isaiah 61 . The "Nord.D'IJ JI is par allel to t.~ree other 'Kords , one 
. 'r -:· 

of which i s D ~., .l. ~·, exiles . In tbe second: c:ite;-o ry , > J ~ as 
. 'r 

applied t<J a :iation, there are t r.o ref~rences . In Isa. ul3 :10 the 
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Hebrew t;er:n 
/ 
is used to signiiicy the trial of national exile . Also 

in Il K. 17:20 the ver'b j1:J1 is used as a synonym ror a phrase which 
T 

oeans "to give into t he hmds of the enemy4'. Tha t this refers directly 

to exile i s evident f r an verses 24- 28 . 

2. Rea.ii ties of Exile 

We shall speak of' the conditions ot' exile as it affects indivi<lllals . 

The reader will then understand t:ie reA.lities which a tn.unan exile r aces . 

3ut we must also renembe r 1h at the term 1 J JI can re.r'e r to a nation, a 
. -r 

corporate body, in exile. The experiences of a national unit may be 

described in inaividualized terms . Through the .literary device k::ol'l?l 

as oersonification, this is achievea. Tnerefor e when we speak of the 

~ealities of exile in individual tenns , we also include the nat ion. 

Once more we Trill notice the astounding similarities between the 

individual or nation in exile and the other cooditions described by the 

-:vord ".J JI • The exile siffers from hunger aid thirst ' (Isz. 51:14) .21 
y;· 

When his m~tion was conquered, his ':'tealth was l ooted. He is therefore 

in 90or economic circumstances (Isa . 55:1) . 22 That •?!lich remains , his 

captors seize (Isa . 42 : 22). O~her persecutions are ~eaped on him. The 

labor wnich he performs i s harsh an el severe (Isa. lb : 3, see v. 1) . 

There is no r est for his weary body (Lam. 1: 3) . The enemy may set a ring 

in his upper lip as a symbol of nis lor. status (II Chron. 33:ll) . Or 

his eyes may be Cut out by t he merciless victor (H K. 25:7). And he 

is hel oless ( Jsa. 42 :22) . There is naught r.t.ich he can ao to resist the 

cnnqueror ' s poller. He must o ear the b runt of mistr&atment cna oppr ession. 

Even ;,ore humiliating are the taunts and reproaches of others (Ps . 137:3). 

They adri to his shame and disgrace. Jt...11 these persecutions frighten hlll 

L • 
I 

( l sa. 51:12). The enemy W"'....lJ not stoo until they have killed nim (Isa. Sl:lh) . 
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d f rora these fears well up f eelings of self- pity. The exil.e senses 

Within rum oeats a broken heart (1s2 . 61:1) . The 

nishts pass, and he watches the passage of tbe, grief-stricken. 

no end to his sorrow and mounu.ng (lsa. 1U :3; 61:2, Ps . 137:1) . 

Self pity gives way to hatred. With a desire for vengence he turns on 

his ene.~es and wishes them i ll (Fs . 137:7-9) . 

3. Theology 

Once again we note the process t heology associated with the other 

conaitions cescribed oy the term , J JI • . ...: The nation ana i .. s ina.ivicual 

oei::ioers have sinner a;:ainst God (lsa. 42:24 a."ld a1l the - rophets f rom Amos 

t hrough !>eutero- ! saiah) . T:t:ey :lave 1gnorea. .tis coo:mano.s . ln l .;ry Ee 

b rns U.iJOn the:: {.i.sa. u2 :25) CC'l d !'11-'li shes t hee. ;...s they have _ailed 

to liste~ to :?i.:n so snail :le ignor e ther.l . And by :'li.:il.ng rlis f ac e, He 

per::lits the enemy t o crush t hem me to lead them captive into a foreign 

land. In exil e t:iey en ... ure :nuch s.llfe:-ing. And this su.f1erin1:; serves to 

refine the~ ( I s a . Lo :lJ ) . Exil e is en a~tooatic expiation ~or their 

for.ner sins ( sa . 40 : 21) . 23 It opens the=i unto C.od (Is3. 55:3)22 end 

P.e in t.urn ooens un t o t he=. He near s t.neir cries ar. d hel ps t hem 

( Isa . L9 : ~-12 ) . 

!i . Concl us _ons 

?ron: this :>r esent ation, it i s evi:ient t.hat there a r e r :eat similarities 

3.!:;:>ng t he con~t.ions 01 t.he poor ~an, ~~e wande:-er, t he prisoner , the 

sick oan, ana , now, the individual or nation i s exile . These similarities 

can oe : ouna i n both t he r eal;n or physical r ea.ll.ti es anc t.hcolo( ical 
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IlI. To Nations 

A Nation Experiencing Famine 

1. The Root ilJ' Applied to a Nation ??cPeriencing Famine 

We find this usage of the TlOrd in two verses in the Bible. The 

one is in I K. 8 :J5. The verbal form ill~ communicates the idea 01· 

causing famine . The rest of the passage confirms this (the rain is 

withhel d and the crops wither ) . The other is the a r a.Llel ver sion of the 

I King' s text, II Chron. 6 :26. In no other part of the tloly Scripture 

can we r'ind the wcrd '-! :., used so explicitly to describe a nation unde?'­

going famine . 

2. Realities of Famine 

In this description, the point.S of contact between the poor man 

and others with the nation endurin1; fmnL"le will oe most str iking. 

Obviously in a fettine, food and water are at a I:linimw:l. The citizens 

of the nation are in constant hunger end thirst (I r:. 8: 35, Amos 4 :6- 7, 

II Chron . 6:26) . When conditions becane severe, the peopie leave thei r 

homes and property and wander into another land (Ruth 1:1). 24 They 

may mortgage their homes and their land (Neh. 5:3} . Under such circum­

stances they, like poor men, would l a ck nennanent shelter. Dur.ins a 

f amine, the ? rice of food soars. Uen must spend exorbitant sums of money 

to purchase the necessities of life {l K. 6 :25) . And so they soon ;r 

exhaust thei r reserves , ana c...re left impover ished (Gen. 47 :1S, 18, see v. 1)) . 

When they t ry to borrow money , they are treated mercilessly. Cruel userers 

charge extravagent r ates (imp.Ll.cation of l~eh . 5:u) . To pa,y r·or the needed 

i·ood, they may sell themselves (Gen. 47:19) or their chil::iren into 
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sl aver,y (Neh. 5:5) . As a resu l t of t hese persecution, and the harshest 

of all , the drought i tself, they sense that t hey are going to die (Gen. 42:2; 

47:19) . And thi.8 i s not untrue. Besides the threat of t he f amine i tself, 

there is the menace of des tructive diseases which f lourish at such t imes 

(Jer. 14:18). In addit i on to these physical hardships, other for ms of 

suff ering JD11s t be endured. The natl.on experiencing drought is the Victim 

of t aunts by i ts neighbors (Ezek. J6:JO) . I ts f riends desert it and 

l eave it to wilO'lt' in i ts owm hel plessnes s . Under severe conditions , 

t he inhabitants of the nati on seem to lose all mor al ana social cont rols . 

Tney may consume the 11.e sh of their own c hildren (II K. 6:2tl- 29) . 

3. Theology 

Once more we shall notice the basic theological pattern described 

in all the other conditions t ennea , ~ ~. Famine is the r esult of sin 

(II Sam. 21:1; 24:10-13, I . ~. d:J5, Ezek. 14:13, II Cnron. 6:26) . 
/ 

The nat ion i gnores God 's word and t r ansgresses . God is angered, and 

turns on i t wi th ha r sh puni shment s, d rought and famine . The suifer i.ng 

I 

which the n2tion bears shoulci serve to make it receptive to God {Amos 4 :6-b) . 

It i s an opportunity for ~he citizens to learn that they hav~ acted 

perversel y . And even rore , the fanine shoui.d encour age them to repent 

of t~eir deeds and turn unto God . Ii they respond unto God, 

He will in t Jrn r es pond. He will hear their en.es l'or hel p and deliver 

them lI K. d:J5-6, imp i cit in Amos 4:6-\i, and l! Chron. 6:26-7) . 

He r.i 11 rew. rd them vii. th r ain. 

Consider ing the entire r rocess theol ogy we must conclude that t hough 

t~ere is a !':11.Ilor variation in one oetail, the &ener al t one and s truc ture 

ol' the syst em i s amazingly similar to the other structures discus s ed s o 

far. 
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4. Concl usions 

If we compare the realit ies which the poor man 1 the Y:anderer, the 

prisoner, the sick man, and the inciivio.ual or nation in en.le endure , 

with the realities 01' a nation e)C!)eriencing faoine, l':e are struck by the 

number of similarities. Indeed even the theological explanations of 

all of these conditions viritually appear identical. 

A }Jation Enduring Slavery 

1 . The Root ;fJ~ Applied to Nat ion Enduring Slaverz 

In a number 01· verses the use of the tenn 'J :I to connote national . ..-: 
enslavement can be found . The nord '-! 1; is a synonym for,l) ;J~ in 

Lan. l : J , and j1 T i ~¥ means " slave labor" (Ex. 1:14, Deut . 26 :6) . 
T - ; 

Ex . 3:7, 17 end Neh. 9 : 9 require the translot.1.on o::: the tenn / J .Y as . ~. · 

"slavery'' . In Deut. 26 :7 ' -:' ~ is synonomous witb ~ !! } and ~ ~ ! . 
9oth of these lmrd.s convey the i dea of cti.fr·i cult service, slavery. The 

verbal f onn 'i'..:.J ~ appears in synonymous usage with the vero 
T • 

r.hich ?:?eons "to enslave" (Gen 15:1)) . 

2. Realities of National Enslavement 

As '";e examine toe sources, we find once again the basic r ea.i.i ties 

~:iich were associated witn tne other condit i ons of ' -! ~ • The slaves 

?:taY SU1fer f rom uunger and thirst (Deut . 2~ : 4~) . As 't.."le noor they 01 ten 

iack ~roper clotning (Deut . 2o :4ti) . Their w~ts ~ay oe most extensive, 

but they lack the resources oy ·lfhich to oot:un t.hem (::>eut. 26 :40 ) . As 

t:le exiles, they are frequentl y ta~ en l ram their nat.ive lano.s a nd I:lade 

to m1cll on forei&n soil (Gen . 15 : 13) . And like toe • nsoners, iron 

chal.ns shackle their boaies (Deut . 28:46) . Persecutions, unrestrained 
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persecutions , plague t hem. Harsh taskmasters ll'itn raised wnips s tand 

over them (Ex. 3:1; 5:6) . It t ney .Lail t.o accomplisn t.heir ~iven t asks , 

the stinging lash is the rer.arci wait ing fo r them (Ex. 2:11; 5:16). 

Ensl ... vement may leaa to aeatn (Deut . 28:4d) . The rigorous and severe 

laoor conait.ions (Ex. 1:14, Deut.. 26 :6-t) cay be too a i1iicult for the 

weak. They may i aae a;:;y and oe no ctore . Tnose who survive rilh. t.heir 

lots most bitter (Ex. 1:1.4, cna the pain excm.iciating (Ex. 3:7) . ?Jo 

wonaer Y'ley groan ana er~ out. _or help (:::X . o:;>; } 3: f) . 

) . Tneology 

The theological. struct;.ire wnich r.e nave noticea many t:u:::aes , i s a~ain 

present nere . Hor1ever in t.:ri.s instance it i s .. ot :-resented as sytematictlly, 

.. or as com?letely. 

National enslciver.ent i~ t.'te result of trans~essinG God ' s nord . ::e, 

engered by man ' s sin, puru.shes the !'lation ;·:ith slavery (Jeut . 28 : ~5-48) . 

~robably t~is af_liction res~lts 2!1 ~atio!'lal re~e: tence . The eople 

beco~e r esponsive unto God . Tr.is r.e as~i~~, :~r ro 'X!SSa£e "as founa to 
/ 

con::.ro it. Anc ·.mer. t.!'.e res}>onse ':JY the people is i'orthcomi.nt;, God 

l~stens to them. rle near s their cr ies and answers ~hem (Ex. 3:7, 

Deut. 26 :7) . The ~rocess is co~pleted . The sinful slaves are r.ow in a 

new inti.nacy ~~th t he Diety. 

L. Concl usions 

The conc:ll ti on 01 national enslavement is in zr.any y;ays s ilililar to 

the suffer ing of the poor man, t.he wander er, the pr isoner , the sick 

man , the nati on or inciviciual in exile, <ll <i the nation exper i encing £amine. 

This reser.iblance can be seen both in the area of ?hys:.cal r ealities a nd 

theologys . \'ihile adr.i.ttedl~r we have atternptea to r econstruct the theological 
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process so often cited. Our assumpti ons do not ciistort the evidence. 

Rather they follow most naturally from it. 

A Conquered Nation or Cit,.25 

l. The Root -:'/ J Y Applied to a Conquered City or Nation 

In several verses the meaning of the root ;1 J .JI is •conquered". 

In Isa. 51:21 the ward is appUed to the vanquished Jerusalem (see vs 17-20}. 

The same is true or Isa. 54:11. The verbal 1·orm i1:J ~ in Num. 24:24 . -r 

means "to afflict by conquest". In II Sam. 7:10 and Nah. 1:12 wiule the 

intent is not crystal clear, the context suggests that the verbal form 

means "to defeat in battle•. 

2. Realities of Life in a Conquer ed Nation or C1ty26 

Here again we shall find numerous s imil arities among the living 

condit ions in a 'far-torn nation or city and the various other conditions 

described by the word 1 
-1 Y • The inhabitants suf.f er from hunt;er . r. 

(Isa. 51:191 Lam. 1:11) and thirst (Lam. 5:4 ) . All their property has 

been destroyed. They a re without permanent shelter (Zeph. l:lJ). ilso 

like poor men they have not enough money t o aut t he necessities of life. 

The enemy has looted their wealth ( Lam. 1:10) . Besides t hese physical 

lacks, other hardships are meted out t o them. They are continually 

27 
persecuted (Isa. 51:2J) . Their captors exact or them slave l abor (Lam. l:J; 

S: 5) . !!any of the young men lie slain in the 
28 

str eets . The yo'1ng maidens 

are cruelly violated by the agressi ve victors 
29 

(Lam. 1:4; 5:11) . And 

the nati on is too weak to ne1.p i tsell' , t o prevent these merciless oppr ess-

ions. It remains without comfort, without guidanc e (Isa. 51:18-19; 

54:11) . Even its former f riends mo oi fered i t aid and support in ti.mes 

past, have deser ted it (Larr .1 :2) . In fac t they have added to the general 
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O?pr ession. The deserted, hel pless comnwrl.ty is now a r eproach ana a 

taunt to all (Lam. 2:15) . Day m d night the sound of mourning penet rates 

the silent str eets (Lam. 1:2; 2 :11) . 

3. Theology 

It will oecome appc.rent thet the theologictl e.xplanation in th.b 

case i s again tbe sane. The nation and the city act sinfully. '!'hey 

v:..olate tne corimandI::ents of the Lord (Isa. 10:6; 31:1-4, Jer. 5:6, 11-17; 

7 :30-34) . And He , enraged by their iniquities, rej ects them ( I sa . 54:8, 

Latt. 1:1- 5 ) . The ene::zy can t :ien tra::;ple t een ~om. 1'he city and the 

n<?.tion are handed over by God t o the !'oe to aestroy and t o U!)r oot at 

will. Tnis i s the punishment for tr~"lS£ressing. And out of the suf:'er i.'lg 

ar.c shar.e that ti:ey endure, a new relc.tionsl:ip r.it!: the Jiety deveiops 

( I sa . u0: 2) . 30 i:le responas to their needs and r ewaras them wit:i great 

rer. res (Isa. 411 :26-o; ~9 :18b-2J ) .3l 

!!. Conclus ions 

It is e vi.eent irom th~s discussi on that t~e a!':li c tions of ~~e ;oor 

::::ar. , the w.;:.de:--er, tl:e ~r:.son2r, the sick ::.ar. , a natio:: or L"lZ.7idual ir. 

exile , a r.ation experie:icing fa:.ne , a nat:..on encruring slavery, and. a 

nati on or ci ty wr..ich 1s wc.r- t.o:"ll, .-; ave r::uch l.I! ccr.::r-_cr. . Tne r ese.-:blances 

ca:; :;e ~scer:-.e~ ::ot m::J.y ~ the real:: of ;:!-.ys:.Cal real:.t:es , ::.;,:.t. e• e:. 

ir: che ~te~:o~~ca.... eX;>lar:2tions o: :~ese co~C::.. t:.~~s . 



nt!TATIO?l OF THE 1 .J ~ . .., 

I. Introdnction 

We have amply detimstrated t.hat in every conaition known as 'J JI . r : 

a theological scheme is at work. Thrrugh the su.fl'erinf l7hich the •J' . r 

endures, he or it aevelops a closer relationship with the ::>iety. And 

as a result of this rel.a.tionstup, the prayers of the 'J JI are answered. . .,. 
He is given certain rew-arcis. Even in those instances l'lhere the theology 

was not fully developed, this s tep always appeared. Behind the theological 

rationale, we feel t.hat there is a belief at 7:ork. And this belief i s 

thc.t the '.J j is an intimate ol' God. His requests C! re therefor e honored • 
• • 

In a society which assumes that the lord has ultimate control of 

forces-and in bibUcal society this was assumed-to be an intilta.te of 

God is no mean t hing. W'natever such a one wishes to receive 1fi.ll be 

But no man will will.ingl.y submit to the suffering of an '.J Y . ,. 
f or an extenaed period. The hard.snip is too ai.f1icult to endure , even if 

a blessing be its reward . But men do not gi ve up easily. A solution was 

found "-:ry which one could try to gain a closeness wi tb God, 'ti thout gi vi....ng 

up his easy lii"e for too l ong a t i.re. The solution w;;s to imitate the 

'~ ¥ . To as~1.o:e one or :--.ore aspects of nis bu.re.en for a brie.f period 

so as to receive the ol essing associated ..::i.th t he conaition. In time 

these methods of i=itating the > ~ !. became forma.l.ized. T:tey were 

adopted as religious rituale . But we s hall have to po~tpone a aiscussion 

of this until after we have exaci.-"led the methods . 

II. !!ethods o.1 I:::itatin& the 

Fasting 

'..J y 
z 
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To fast is to abstain from food or drink or both. Even in Bi blical 

t imes, the purpose fo r this procedure was to insure the efficacy of 
~ 

prayer (Isa. 5&:4, see also T. 9, Ezra 8:21) . Wby should fasting moTe 
I 

the Diety? The answer is that one, by abstaining 1·rom nourishment, 

becanes an / J }/ temporarily. We have demonstrat ed time after time that . ~ 
one of the laclal or the "J II is sustenance. To imitate the • J :I is 

· ~ . ~ 
to r eceive his blessing. One can cry out unto t he Lord am r eceive hel p . 

ln b i blical Judism tnis become ritualized. On !2! Kiopu.r , the Day of 

Atonement, one was to fast (Lev. 16:29, 31 ; 23:27, 29 , .32, Num. 29:7, 

and pr obc:bly Isa. 56:5). 22 

Dust aid Ashes 

A second method is the use of aust and ashes . One may ei ther place 

them on one ' s nead ( Josh . 7:6, I! Sa:o. 1):19, E~ek . 27: .30, Lam. 2:10 ) 

or mllow or sit in thec (Ezek . 27: 30, Jonah ):6 , Job 2: 8) . And why does 

a person engafe in such an unusual practice? The maiviaual does so 

because ne oelieves that it trill make his ~rayers efficaci ous {lsa. 56:5, 

J onah ) :6, Dan . 9 :3) . But why shoul a dust and ashes have any sienificance! 

At this ':X>int we are unabl e to rt ve a definite answer . The symbolism 

is ::ios t d.i!fic11l t to inter µ-et . I>.ist is associat ea With such concepts as 
~ t ~ , ,,. 

impot ence (Isa . 7:1, ~al . ) :21) , not hingness (lsa . L.4 :20, rs. 103 :11 )1 

subservience (Isa . 4Y:23, r s . 72:9) , destruction (Ezek . 2~ :18) , and ceath 

Ps . 22:16, Job 7: 21) . To cever oneseu· rith aust, is , ?eTtaps , t o indic ate 

t hat one i s in the lowes t poss i ble c onctition . Or we may have a further 

cl ue fro~ t he ?2SS~bes i n Gen . ) :14, l sa. 65:25, and !Li. 7:17. Dust i s 

t he : ·ooc o~ tee serpent. Ana t he s er pent i s the r.?Os t accursed o~ t he 

beasts (Gen. J: llJ ) . To bed.ck oneself with dust is t o indicate t hat one 

i s cursed, infer i or. 

I 
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Whatever be the symbolism involved, this mch we can say with certainty; 

dust and ashes were always associated with the various cooditions descr ibed 

by the word 1
'"• Th ..., .,, e poor man f or instance i s associated l'l:i. th dust .. -r-: 

( I Sam. 2:8, Amos 2:7 , Ps . 113:7) . This may be an allusion to his sub­

servience. The sick man also is t o sit among the ashes (Job 2: 8). 

Perhaps part of the treatment f or lepr osy na.s to coat oneself with dust 

(Job 7:5) . Furthermor e i t is connected with unprisonraent . The pr isoner 

as we have mentioned dwells in nire, or dust and a.shes (Lam. 3 :16) . 

-
Whenever a city or na f.on was c nque.&:ed, its inhabitants put on dust and 

ashes (t:zek. 27:301 Lam. 2:10) . And finally one c;;.n i ·ind rrention of 

these farms in connection with r ape (II Sam. 13:19) . t'erhaps it is an 

indicati on of sha.rr.e (as in Mi . 6 :16, 17) . 

We can now answer the -:uestion, why do es t he use of dust and ashes 

hc..ve r eligious signi l'iccnce? The an swer is t hat these forms were 

as sociated with ' ,J )I conditions . And as the 1 
.J JI has a deeper relat ion-. r: • T 

ship "ti. th God, to ir.ri.te1t e nim is t o share in his blessing . The symoolic 

meanin€ r.e connot state v.'"i.th any certaint y . 

Sackcloth 

Another such ritual. is to uress in sackcloth . Sackcloth r.as also 

used to strengthen the effects of one ' s ?r ayers (lsa. 5b :5, Jonah 3:6, , 

Van . 9:3) . I t oecor:ie standard. garb when one desperately sought God' s 

help. As one examines the eviaence, one fines that sackcloth i s associ ated 

r:it h many of the conditions known as 1 _J .I • 7!henev: r a nation or city . .,-: 
was conquerec by an enemy, the in.nabi t ants cressed in sackcloth (lsa. 15:3, 

Jer. 6 :26 ; 4b:J7, Ezek . 27 :31) . Fer haps this ~as a symbol of ~he 

prepar ation f or exile (implication 01 Jer. 49:)) . 



- 83-

Also one who was sick was to wear sackcloth ( Job 16:15) . L''inally 

sackcloth was associated \"Ii th deat h . One who mourned ior t.he ead was 

to r emove his garments and g1ra his l oins .i t h sackcloth (Gen . J 7 :.34, 

II S~. J:Jl ; 21:8-10) . Therefore the individual who put on sackcloth 

was a tt.empting to imit.ate a.n '.J ~ • · r 9y assuming the gu.ise of an > J ::I , . .,.. 
one could share in his close intimacy with God. Ana. oy entering this 

relat ionship, he hoped that God would an~er his pr a_ver s ;.nd he.l.p him. 

The synbolism involvea is aifl'icult to int.erpr et. Sackcloth might 

have b een the mcient shroud. One who died was t o be buried in- this 

rough garment . And since death indicat es co::nplete :ur.potence and helpless-

ness , s ackcloth synbolized these notions . Or posslble sackcloth symbolized 

nakedness . One who wears sackcloth i s all but undrzssed. Kudity indic ates 

dependency and feebleness . 

Tearinr; One ' s Gannent 

' J. i ·ourth way to i.Irltate the .J .JI wc:s to rend one ' s clot!ies . 
' ~ 

'le have al r eady noticed that frequently the 1 :J ~ lacks adequc:.te c l othing • 

. \lso the evidence indicates that the ritual was ~ssociatea with condi tions 

descr i ced by the 7iord I JY . 
. T: ~ihen one was C1efec-.t.ea in warfare , one rent 

one ' s garr.?nts (Josh. 7:6) . Toe man who bec ame a l eper , a s~ck man, 

had tor.:. .1is i:::antle (Lev. lJ:uS) . Tom f aT!!lents v. ..:re the custonary 

1arb of those m:o bec ame poor ( t" r . 2) : 21 ) . The virrin who was rllt)ed 'lad 

to tear her eres s (lI San. 1):19) . ~endl.nc one 's clothing r. .s also associated 

~.i.th death (Gen. J7 :J4, lI Sam. 1 :11; J:Jl ; 13:31) . This - r actice was 

associated r,i. th all these '.J ~ condi tions • . T: 
Vie may again as k why so? Why did men rip vheir clothes as r itual. act 

(JI K. 22 :19, Jer . Ll: S, J ob 1 : 20) ? The answer r.ru.st be , because t hey 

believed such a T actice err1cac1ous (Joel 2 :1) by imolication, Job 1:20) . 
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And why should it be efficacious? As we have shol'm rending one' s gar:nent 

was associated with the • J :I conditions. And men T.ill.ingly i.mi·.atea 
. T : 

r.hem to receive their special virtue, a closeness to God . 

The symbolism is qttite interesting. One might say th at it indicates 

nakedness, the hel; lessness and a epenaence of a chila. Or it :tleht nave 

sexual connotati ons . l t i s kno•T t.hat t.he v:i. r fin rl.aughters of t he :"..lllf 

"er~ speci al f<U'!!!ents (! Seo . 13:13) . Aft er beir1g r ::ped1 the &anient 

-;-:as tor n (II Sa:i . 1 3:19) . The r ippinc :nay nave ~ollzed the r enclli:li;: 

0.1: t.he nymen . 

Shaving the Seard ana t he Head 

Th_s n.tual l'ias aLso aaopted as an i.?tltation of the 'J :J • <me . .,.. 
~o ?rac~iced it ue: ieved that it ~as a r oper code of 7.'or sh:.p , a ~oae 

Joo 

the 

1 : 20) . 

)J; 
. r . 

~vi~ence indic: tes that t~ese f,irms ';";e r e f irst ~ssociated with 

The inhabitants a: a cc:iquerec city or nc; t_on ~.~c! to cut 

o:: their :.~ir (Isa . 3 : 2L; 15:2, Jer. ~6 : 36 , ~z. 27:31, . Als o t he leper, 

the sick man , n~d his ~ead shaven ( Lev . l J :JJ ) . t.nc ;:;e ~~vc l e2r.'led that 

:..;,ese su.f ferers were ::est:i..nec to be _.,t.i:t: tes 01 Goa . T:ms t.hes e practices , 

associated r.:th 1 .Jll cooC::::tio:is, ,..'!re tra!'.s:on:e::. i :;to r~licious r it'.lals • . ..... 
T'he ::urpose was t o::.- i.::ri. tate the 

1'o s.>i ave one ' s r a::.r oa:.; al s o ~ a~e :.."ltere5t:n[ s :':lloohc s ivu:·ic.a.."'lce . 

: t :z:~ i.."'!c.cat.e that or.e l.s .Like a ~a_ :-_ess ~abe , ::e.l..-.less, cere!"".::e .. t. . 

C"<ltt:!..!lg one ' s h~ i s equivtlent to c <:s -vr <. :.::.::::: . :t _s ;: .! or=. o: s~:.f-

):m.nis!lnent f or t he (;Uilt c~ envyine t he :a:~~r, or a:r. ind~c~t-on vr.at 

O.'le is i.=potent c=.ti ir.s:.gm.,::icant . 

, 



lfeeping 

Another wa:y to i.mitat.e tbe 'J ::I is to weep. It is believed by 
• T 

the mourner t hat his action will make his prayer acceptable unto the 

Lord (implication of II Sam. 15:.30-32, Joel l:i,3). \'Te !'lave already 

noticed in chapt.er two aid in much or cnapter three that the 'J .) 
•T 

constantly cries and moans . The use of th.ls aevice in religious ritual 

or iginal ly was an at t.empt to imi ta'te the ' J ~ • The motivating thought 
.~ 

was, if one simulates an > -! f , then one shall receive nis olessing, a 

close attachment to God. 

The symbolism involved in this ritual act is diffic lt to imagine . 

Per haps it is to indicate t.hat one is a cryine child, i:npotent and in 

great need . 

Verbal Formulas 

The final. way to imitate the ' J~ is to recite the formulas which 
' T 

he uses in pre_ver.33 This would guarantee the efficacy of one's suppli-

cation. In the !"salm literature t hese formulas are cited oe1:ore a plea 

or foil011Jing it.. Notice now st ndaraizea the phraseology is (?s . u0 :18 

I ., ., 1-( ~, / , J ~ 

rs . 70:6 , the same; t s. 86:1 

t J ,. I . ~. - " ' 
, ...J ·'' I ., ' . ~ 

"For I am l . J ' an ~ and ~' and rs . 1~9 : 22, very similar) . 

III. Conclusions and Discussion 

V:e have d iscovered in this section t.hat cert.a.in r i tual practices 

were usea to insure t.he effectiveness of prayer. These i ncludea fasting, 

the use of aust and ashes, tearing one ' s ;;annent, shavinli: the oeard. and 

the head, o.ressi.ng in sackcloth, r.ee:>ing , and reciting prayer formulas . 

I 
I"/ 
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lt has been amply demonstrated that all of these r itua1s were in one way 

or another associated. wi tb t.he condi tiolUI described by the word ' J j • . .,. .. 
Such imiktive forms had a 1'unction. The one who used ther.i could tem-

porarily assume the guise of an > J .JI anci thereby partake in his intimacy 
• T 

with t.he uiety. As an intimate, he could be assured t.hat his petit10?18 

would be anS'lfered. 

The sign!.Hcmce of these !oms cannot be overemphasized . ir.1.lch 

of the asceticism in the Judeo-Christian tradition springs from this 

source . Fu.rt.her many of the ceremonials round in these religious systems 

developed fran t.hese imital.ive n t '..lals. Fasting, weeping, tea l·ing one's 

gannent , etc. play a role today i.n religious obser vance . If a study could 

t:>e made of all the rituru. i onns which are attempts to imit.ate the condition 

of t.he 'J-' , it shou.1.d prove most interesti ng and import ant. But we must 
· T 

always keep in mind t.hat the belief operat.1ve i n all these cere~onia.Ls is 

t.hat the >JY has a clost attachment with the Diety. 
• ? 
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SUllKARI ftJ D CONCUJSI ONS 

The purpose of this chapter was two-fold. First we have attempted 

to describe the conditions, in addit ion to poverty, which the tenn '-!~: 

denotes. Secondly , we have inv~:::tigated the various means oy which one 

can mimic t.be ' J Y in order to receive nis blessing • . ,.. 
In t he 1·irst sec ti on, 1 t was a.emonstr ated That the term , J ~ can be 

• T 

applied. to indin<iuals, and nations or cities sufl"eriJlg cerun hardships. 

The hardships include t.hose of a.esert wander ing, sickness, impr :l.sorunent, 

exile, famine, s l avery and con(!u est . It became apparent in t.he aiscussion 

t.hat these afflictions have ouch ir. com:x:on . The realities , the pnysical 

and emotional "'ressures, a re al::r:os t identical. Likewise the theolobical 

explan;>tions or these realiti'es are similar. As 1.0 the case of poverty, 

sin causes suflering. God, angered by the t r ansgression against him, 

punishes the guilty. That is the sourc..: of t.he condl.tion callea •JJI -· . . .. 
But out of t.his punishment and hardship, a closer r elationship between 

God and the af1licted one evolves . The relationship results in rewaros. 

Goa helps thC'8e .. no are in a close r elationship with him. To every condi-

t l.on known as ' J >I including pove rty tnis tneology aµpues • 
• 'r; 

The t .JI is thus closer to Goa.. Tnis l.8 his olessing, amidst all 

the su.ller i.ng . Other s msned to be as intimate \ .... th God as the ' -! f . 
However they were unwil.1.ing to endure t.he <1i.1'1'1cult suf1e.nng f or an 

extended per ioa or ti."l!e. And so there aeveloped a series 01 r itual 

' I • 

These or actices \\ e re f orms oy WJ i c b one cou..t.d ir..i tate the 'J:J 
~ . . . practi ces . 

ter.iporarily ano. recei ve the benefit s due ni?n . These ceremonials include 

i·asting, :ratt ing on aust and asoes , l'te~ri.ni; sackcloth , remu..ng one's 

c~rment, shavini; the beard and t.be hair, weeping and recitin& formulas. 



Each of these fonns had been so definitely associated with 1J~ conditions . r: 
that they became symbols of them. These imitative rituals were, in t ime, 

adopted by rormalized religion. One can fina numerous examples in modern 

Christianity and Juaai.sm. In fact at tile heart oi. ttie JudeO-Chri.stian 

asceticism is the beh.e1 tnat the ':'f,. is more int.i.mat.e with God. 

Therei ore t.o assume nis sui·1eri.ng is necessary ror one who 110\lla oe 

deep.t.y religious . 

The racts • hich we have cited J.ead t.-o certan speculations. The 

theoJ.ogical explanation of all oi t.hese ai' ll_icti.ons seems to 11e a ration-

alization. It is an attempt to inte..u.ectualize a elief, name.Ly vhat t he 

> J:J is intimately attached l.O the ili.et y . Ir t.1&is assumption is . .,. 
\/' 

unture, then we s11oula never oe able to explain t.ne ceremonial imitations 

of t.ne ' J ~ • Reugio11s ritual springs .iol'th from odief anc not from 
· T 

theology. Further, .. e ma.v suppose t.hat this beJ.iel' was of mcient 

origin. l•ossi.bly 1 t aevelopea J. l 'Om t.he attitudes toward t.he wand.er:mg 

nomaa in vhe earliest per- oa of biblical. history. In t.ime, the belief 

was a ~.lied to o thc::r concii t.J.ons which oore str iking su ilan ties t.o no!!iacic 

J.i1:"e. Th.J.s wouJ.u explain the common theoloQt found in ail cases oi.-

These s pecul at ions nave 1urt11er ::.ignil'icance. They may explain 

, j JI • . ~ .. 

certain o:i.bli..cal aevelopments . ue may aiscuss here only one . In early 

literary prophecy, national destr ucti on cma exile w-::r e .Loreseen. Tney 

were thougnt U> oe the necessary consequences 01 the s~ruul ways 01 tne 

~ople . By the t.l.llle of the l?ter orophets, when exile was a reauty, 

the s·eturn was preaicted. now can this shift be explailled? How can one 

:- et 01 pr ophets ioretell exile and a later group, the return 1 rom exile? 

The two concepts of the lU"Lu re appear contraa.ict.ory. The exolanation ror 

t~.Ls folJ.aws rran our specul~tions. Once the people were in exile, they 
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endured much hardship. Their pl if'ht was similar to the plight of the 

ancient • And as he was oelieved to be i ntimate with God, so 

were they. Goa had to respond to their needs, therefore. He had to 

gather t hem in .f'rom the exile. Ezekiel, Deutero-Isaiah aro their 

conte.:iporar i es explained this in aifl'erent terms . They sought lo~ical 

and theological solutions. But tr•ese we re mere r ational i zati ons i ·or an 

under lying belief, t he belie!' that the one 7/ho suf1'ers an 

!!IUSt receive a rewcr d from God . 

1.J JI condition ..... 
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FOOTNOTES 

1 . The word U ,_,. ./ 1 /V wnich modif'ies 0 •" J-" 1n Isa • .58 :7 c an mean , . . . - . 

2. 

. 
"to be forced to wander, t o b e r estless". For these t r c.nslat.ions see 

Brown, Driver and Briggs, A Hebrew and English Lexicon of the Ol d Testament , 

PP• 923-4. One could say that t hi s s trengthens our argument that t he 

word '.J" means wmderer in thi s passage . • T" 

In Deut . b:J the verb .:Z .ti , is used as a synonym for t he ve rb 71 .J .Y • 
··• r· 

We have j ust seen t hat t he participle ~ .if 7 can 11:ean nomad. ~ ....... 
]. Deut.ero-I saiah pic tures the !"eturn l°?'Om Babylonia to t-alestine as a second 

exodus (notice particularly Isa. 49:9-12) . On tni.s journey tl:rough the 

wastelanas God will gr ant special. considerat ion to the exiles. They shall 

not experience hunger , thrist, or unenaur ab l e ~eat . Th!.s i s in contr as t 

to ~os w oes ert wanderer s who ena•.ire t.hese concutions . 

h. \'foile on the subj ect 01 rood, we t!'.i.cht aigress :?ere to discuss the ceaning 

of Deut . 16:J. The verse ~rohibits the e ating of unleavened b read on 

:-assover . .... t comn:ands that one ·a rt.a.Ve on1y of '-1Y a 71) . .. . . . . . 
~at is t~e reaning of t hese three wo:"Cls? 7ie know that 17 ~ /II i s un-

T -

le ~vened b r ead, b read t.hat has not risen . And. this i1 ·3 f'I is called 
r -

'JY o.n ~ The exact connot at i on of these two ~ores can.~ot be . . ... 
uncerstood ld t t>out examining t~e r e.L'.ainder of the passage . The ;:urpose 

of ea ting t his I ..) :JI l177 f. i s St.c.ted "• •. lll oraer tha t :1ou oay relll8lllber . ·: . 
t.he i:lay of your departure !"r o::i Egypt ••• ". One partake s of it not t o recall 

t~e af:J..iction of !:zypt but the exoaus . l..."ld this exoJus was e: 1r;-..n erinc 

er.:-erience, a wi. lCle rness expe r ience . '!'he ·Terse nas another section following 

~he car.:::anc! to eat unleaver:eC. bread . lt st.;otes " ••• fo r ir. naste you 

left !:gypt • •• ". So~etow the a ..,, ~ is connected with the .. .. . . 
hasty :::epart•1re from the 1 and. of the 1\ile . Thus we have n-:-tic ed t wo 

'J~ t~ir;hs about the o-n .~. t is c. sy:::bol of the :ioceles s wander ir.g, 
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and .further it is connected. 1l'i th the hasty exodus . 

tJow let us t . m to other references which mention i1 .7 /II to ,... -
see what we may find. \ie notice first that it is the food prepared 

for desert wandering (Gen. 19:3~ Ju. 6:19, I Sam. 2tS:24) . Secondly 

we a iscover that the nost visited by a w·n derer p repares the ?real. ae 

r apidly as he can. Abraham and Sarah for instance ru.sh hu_9'1edly to 

provide the three str angers with nourishment (Gen. 18 :6-7). In 

I Sam. 25 :18 the same is true. From this evidence it appears Js if 
t he i1 ;.J ftl was the standard rare 01· the desert wanderer, and 

T -
furt her that all his food is prepared in much haste . When we t .m 

back to Deut . 16 :3 we notice the same elements . The J> ' ..:J ~ are 

associated with speed and with wandering. It is therefore most fitting 

to transl ate the WOrQS 1J',}/ Q 11 > aB "the bread Of WCl'lderi.ng" • . . ... . . 
If this be accurate then we have anot her text 111 which the wore · .J.Y 

. ? ; 

indicates homelessness. 

$. The implication of the verse i s that for one ' s garment not to wear 

out in the desert is unusual . It i s a sign of Goa ' s particular 

concern l°or ~he wa nder ing lsraelites , and t he s pecial t r eatment wnich 

He r;ave them. If this was the except ion, t hen we assume that t.he 

gannent of most wanderer s wears out in the desert. 

6. The anc8int myth of the curse of Cain in Genesis 4 confinns this! 

Notice that even t nougn Cain i s cursea with the lot of a desert 

wanderer ( v . 11- 12 ) , he receives a blessing f rom God . In verse 15 

God places a protective sign upon him so that no one shall slay 

him. Cain, the ancestor of all homel ess wanderers, i s pecul.:larly 

blessed by the Diety. 

In one way this oassage contr adicts our speculations. Cain, 
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the wanderer, is not an inti.mate of God. R2.ther Goa hides His face 

from him (v . 13). We J1111St admit that we cannot r esolve the con-

tn.dictl.on. ill we can 3.Ssert l.8 t.l:lat this aspect of the ieyth does 

not reflect the gener al attitude toward the wanderer. 

7. The idea that cesert wanaering i s a punishment from God trouoled 

the Deuteronomic historians . Tney :iaa to e:ig>lal.n why Goa snouid. 

a.fillet the very slaves r.nom ne natl delivered :re=. !:g:JPt. ':r.'TJ 

Sr10:..tJ.d ne have ;:u,nished t.r.ose lri:om he felt WOrtbJ of :".lS r.el;J? 

C..:..":. : -- E:: : - - • __ i:: 

i-·---- .:. ­- .-G.-... , __ .... c:---:. -Q --·---· 
-~ ,- • - "" ... 4. - .. ---· - . 
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wishes to aiscern a man ' s character, ll1 the second to ill!prove it. 

8~ In the book of t'umbers , we find that the theolo&ical orocess is 

vaguely aescri.bed. Su.fferlng does not seem to 1 ead to man 1 s response 

to God, nor God ' s favor in return. These steps awear to be missing. 

In their place are substituted. tlrt> new ones. h~en the people are af-

1'1icted, !loses may or may not cry 011t on their behe.lf . 11is l.Dter­

cess:ons' may result in God ' s grace (Nillll . 11:1- J). His failure to 

/ 
interceae induces l'ui·t her af11.ection (Num. 14 :26-45) . This iaea 

of an intermediary is unioue in oQr study. An interesting sidelight 

t o this is God ' s r es ponse to the intercessions . He may f l f ill none 

of i t, some of i t, or 211 of it, 1epending on nis mm decision 

(l:u.m. 14:1- 23, ;:>articula rly vs . l J - 23) . God's freedom of will i s 

pr otected. He is under no compu.lsion as in the o t.her tbeolol;ical 

'.Ju explanations of . ~ which can be found in this crapter and the 

prececing one . 

9 . Tne Hebrer. '-!Y·'} f? f {' T ~ t 1 
D ' '.1 ~ , ..: . -:· 

seems to mean "And if they a re bound up with f et· er s , even led caoti ve 

in bones of imor ison.rnent". The wor as D • 7 / I -~ and O 1 ~ ! 
2re associ c: ted r.ith icprisonment. See footnote 

I"~" . -

10 . One who attem?ts to structure the r ealiti es oi' o r ison .life in 

biblical times is : acea by one major difficulty . There are but 

few airect statements about i t in the Bible. If one were to use 

these a."la these alone, ne coulc not convey an accur a te nor ade ~uate 

:-ic &J t re of conditions . It i s nec essa ry, there1or e , to utilize ot.her 

rr.at :: ials, narticul~rly tlie rx>eti:· · ?oetry is an ima(inative lorn. 

It communicates by means 01· l.l!lages r ather than ai rect statezr:ents . 

One ..r.io interprets t.1-ien: can never bv absolutely certain that his 
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interpretation is the only one . tie can onl.y state his position and ,.. 
.,. I '-'" 

relate the evidence for nis position. ~· 

lt i s our contention that Psalm 69 and Lamentations J( al.lude to 

the condi tione of pr ison life . First we will discuss Psalm 69. 

In ver ses 2 and J the speaker descri bes himself immersed in mud ( / .'. ·~ ) 

without standing room ( T f(.,Y, Jt1 ' \ 1 I ) . t1ater s eems to v- .,. -r. .,. I : . : 
be t hreatening to ent'ulf him ( w·?. '- - .,. ~ J,.1 : ~ ./ 1"1- • JI ) . 

We must say that the expr essions appear to be exaggera~ed . At 

first glance the verses could. be construed to refer to one drowning 

in ~he s e a . This is ru.lea out on the oasis 01 the context. ~t 

would oe difficul t .for someone to ;JUt on sackcloth while sinking 

in t he sea (see v. 12). Moot likely the speaker is in a pit 01' 

mire; the satery mud f ives ur.der nis i·eet ~"ld /"ee:::lS ready to swallow 

him up alive. We know that while J e remiah was in pr ison he was 

faced by similar conditions (Jer. J 8 :6 ; when the verse asserts that 

t here was no water in the pit, it probably r efers to d r inking "Nat e r , 

for one co Jld not sink down into solid matter). Further in verse 5 

or Psalm 69 the speaker claims that he did not steal ( I St · ~ l" ' 
. : ..... r 

and that his enemies lied ( "l I' '61 ' > :z.. .• · ~ (per!la'OS ·."' . . - . , r . 
emend to 

\ , _,_, . , . . ) , or esumabl e about him. One could conclude 

f rom this that he had been falsely char-ea with thel't, the penalty 

f or which would be l.mprisonment. The 1V0rds 

in verse 13 impl.v t.hat he was in court. Ver ses 15-16 are similar 

to ver ses 2 ana 3. Notic e also that t he speaker wishes that hi s 

enemies might e mer ience the same hards hi ps which he has had t ri 

endure. The words 11 ~ "t r ap" and i.i J?. · I!"' "snare" seem 

to allude to prison. His ene'l!lies should be in ~itch bl ackness , 

./ 

) 
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probably the olackness of the cell (see v. 24a). As one examines 

the psalm up to verse 30, one rinds that there is nothing which would 

disturo our con~ention that Psalm 69 descrioes prison conditions. 

In the section entitled Realities of i"r ison Life, we shall use 

verses from the psalm to describe the conditions of imprisonment. 

Passages will al.so b _ rererrea to in the section entitlea Theology;. 

Lamentations 3 i s similar. The Interpreter' s Bible, Vol . VI., 

would bear thi.s out . On page 23 it states, " • • • this ~oem must be a 

per sonal. lament, not a airge by or i·or the city. . • • The author seems 

to have the exoerience of Jeremiah in mind (cf. Jer. )ts:6- 13) and 

may in fact be nlaying the role of Jeremiah in t he poem. " ~.e know 

that tile experience in Jer. 38:6-13 is :iis ;>rison experience . The 

a.Llusions to imprisonment in verses 7, 9, 53, and 55 a.~ too obvious 

to re4uire adaitional coment. We s hall use verses i rom this poem 

freely to illustr at.e cert~n points in our sections on The Prisoner. 

11. The woras J#.} ~ , , • 1 1 .fJ·I ? .::z.. .3. .1 .J Jf1 • .,! are to be 
'?"' ; • • 

translated "Anci they served t me) poison (inedible rood) for m,v dli.et 

{meal) •• •" . l t i s obvious that the s peaker must oe hungry. 

12. Notice the parallelism of ? ' ~ ~: (prisoner) and ;,t'-/ ~ ~ ' ::' -!--
("people doomed to die") . 

13. These verses tell about prisoners. l\otice in verse 10 the words 

./} / N> .:JI 
·.· r : ~ : ·1 .'f·· .,, , =i. '!.! .. , "those who chrell in 

olackness and eep aarkness " . lOb we have discussed in the section 

The Root i1 ,J JI Applied to the .t'r i soner. 

l.h . A proper question would be; Was Jeremiah a sinner t hat he shouid 

suffer imprisonment? J eremiah aid reoell against God' s comt1and 

~hat he a s sume the dutie s of a prophet as in Jer. 15:10-18 . God 
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chastises him in v. 19 and charges him to r epent. One can on.Ly 

repent if one acted contrary to t.he uir~e Will-if one sinned. It 

is highl y possible that Jeremiah conceived of his sta.v in pr1son 

as a pun.ishment for his transgressions. 

15. The passage in Job 36 i s of basic i;nportance ror several r easons . 

Firs t of all the theology wnich i t oresents is e slight moairicat i on 

of the process which we .have met so r ar. When one is suffering from 

imprisonment (v . b) cnie to sin (im?lication of vs . 9- lO), one a:oes 

not automatically respond to Goa. H.ather during the period or 

affl i ction, Goa reveals to man hl.s sin (v. Y) . ne makes man cmare 

that what he is enduring is a form Ol' ~ ( v. lOa) , and commands 

him to t urn aside : rom his evil w :zys ( v . lOb) • But man is under 

no com!)'..ilsion to res .:;ond t.c t.his , as the other explanat i ons supposed. 

Han is r ree either t.o listen and gain his r eward ( v. ,tl) or to refuse 

and su1'1'er the consequences (v . ll ) . The author of Job 1os1sts 

on man 's free will and a er.ies t.hat suffer ing automatically occasions 

re!'entance. In contr ast to t his, we have r.oticea t.hat the author 

of fjuti:lers :Jlsists on God ' s !'ree will (see foot:1ot e 8 above) . 

The oessace is llllportant r or a seconc reason . ln verse 8 ;,he 

words a · 1.1 "," -· . 
t he idea 01· L-.c risonment . 

0'1. r and '$.:zn convey 

The ...-crd j·' T ~ ·> • 
: 'r 

seems to hint at 

capture in war fare . Tne i.: •. :ol i cat i ons OJ.. ail of the words c omoined 

is that they r efe r to one iMoriscned in ti.:te of war. Such l.. pr i son_'llent 

a:ay tW.e lace eit her in the c apt red city or i n a !."oreien nation. 

The word '-:'-/. can apply t.o either a city Gestroyect oy an eneu;y or 

a nat1on in ex:i .1.e . Thus r.e cannot aeten::.ine under these circumstances 

whether one is an 'J ~ by virtue of geing a nsoner, or an . -r 
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inhabitant of' a captured city, or a member or an exiled nation. We 

shall assume the word refers t o all three. 

These verses 

1 ~··n 
The phrase 

obviously cieal wi. th imprisonment. Ntoice the words 

and .fl 1 /I/ > 3 ( v. 14a) as in footnote 13 above. ·.· .. : .... 
Q f! .> f.' '/ ? , ~ /\/ ·I . 

•and their bands tfe cuts loose" in l4b suggests setting free a :=risoner. 

Finally the lang11age of verse 16:/)Ji7!..1 J7 i.n , ~ '? Jl u·- '3 
•.• ! .• .... • • 

.Y ":T' ¢ > 't 7 .3. / 11 " ? .J. •I "For He breaks aown - . . . •. ~ : - . , . . 
'the b ronze doors , a nd cuts asunder the i ron latches", seems to convey 

the picture of a pr ison. 

17 . Tne type of illness which the sources refer to is prooably some kind 
./ 

of communicalbe disease . 

18. Passages f r om Job shall be citea freely in this secti on and the next . 

We have previousl y statea that illness was undoubteclly the major 

ca\lse of Job ' s tci.sery. (see chapter two, f ootnote ti ) • :Then Job 

describes nis sufferint; or hi s r eacti ons to nis sufferi ng , he is 

describing the realities 01 ~ickness . 

19. It is interestuig to obs~rve that 'the l eoer is confined in a prison-

like awelling for the period 01' contagion (Lev. 13:5) . He mus t, 

therefore, share many 01 the _rivat1ons which the prisoner endures. 

20. This aspect ol' the theology is a modification of the s tandard position. 

Gener a.J.J.y one finds that haraship i.ncuces an automatic res_ponse to 

C-od . Here i t c.oes not . ~an ' s 7:ililngpess is necessary. The same 

idea is found elsewhere (see 1ootnote 15 above) . 

21. The wor d i1 JI ':I in Isa . 51:14 means " captive exile". The .. 
verse speaks 01 one ll'no is l.lllprisonea while in exile . See The 

Interpreter ' s Bible, Vol. S, p . 600. II K. 25 :27 alludes to this 

also . 



22. We take this verse to be part of the Deutero-Isaianic message , 

addressed to the exiles. This is in accordance with the view eJq:r essed 

in The Interoreter's Bible, Vol. 5, p. 642. 

2). Ezekiel seems to express this idea symbolically (Ezek. 4:4-6) . 

In J eremiah 29:10-14, while the concept of exile purging one ' s sins 

is absent, tbe t ll'Tling of the people to God appears t o be an 

automatic response . He in turn must respond to them. 

An interesting point, in this regard, is Deutero-Isaiah ' s 

own dilen:ma. In Isa. 40:2 and 48:10 he assumes that exile induces 

an automatic cleansing. And the implication is t hat since the people 

are clean, they are aJ.so 1'0rthy of God 's deliverance. If the process 

is so mechanical, what then i s the purpose of the prophet ' s ~~ssion? 

Why shou~d the people pay crty attention to him iI their suffer ing 

itself rill bring on redemption? ueutero-lsaie:ih is aware of this 

problem. ln lsa. 55:3 he con~rauicts himself and asserts that God 

will not help t.he people unt:.l they listen to :iis words (wnich 

Deutero-lsaiah speaks) . This is S?eaking out of both sides or the 

mouth at one t ime . A:... 

24. They would t hen become ex::i.l es. Thus the two ccnditiions a.re related. 

25. We have included this sect:i..on unuer t he teneral subdivision, !£ 

Nations. Our reason is that the city is frequen~ly a personification 

of the nati on. 

26 . Among the sources referred to in these sect ons are Lamentations 1, 

2 and 5. These ~ are llDft. probably descriptions or a conquered 

Jerusalem. See H.ooert H. Pfei.fi'er, Introduction to the Old Testament, 

p . 720-722, Clld Julian Morgenstern, "Jerusalem-h85 B:C.", Hebrew 

Union College Annual, V<'l . XXVII (1Y56), pp. 106- 7. \','hile there are 
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many contraversies about the date of c ompos ition, no one seems to 

quest i on the subject matter. 

27. Lamentations l:Ja should be t.ransla ted "Judan nas gone into enle 

away i r om slavery and much harsh service." As we have seen, the 

inhabitants of a conquered city may be forced to do slave labor. 

The aeportation into a ioreign nation would be a s epa r a tion I rom 

such labor. 

2t! . A conauered city is s ometi!nes ca.L.l~d "a barren WOl!lal" (lsa. 54:1 ) . 

The reason i s that her cb ilaren a re e ither kJ.lJ.ed o r ta<en into 

captivit y . 7ie nave not.ice:: in chapter one that the root 

can reie r to barreness . The a.nalogy 01 the cooquereo city :naJ: 

ofier a clue to the evolution of the ao:Jlicat.ion of t.he ;-:oro ~ J '1 to 
.., a • •: 

the concept "childlessness". Or i t cay c.e tr.at. a st.erile wo::.an 

snares oucn in conmon with tne '.J ¥. S'i.e ~;r,.1 oe lo:ieso=:e cn-:1 unloved 
• • 

29. :::n c ,ca!:)ter one ll'e ::ient~one:: -:.:-..at t.r.s vero j7 J .:ti can ::ea:. "to ra:re•. 'r • • 

:-~e or igin o:. tnis r:.ay nave ~en _ro::. t!::e sexual nol.at:-o:a o: <.::e 

32 . :;ot.ice ~ow :.he verb ":14' ~ c:ices t.? c.e e:.."'l ":.o !'ast". 
T · 

::ase-.: 'ln :.he ~.i 1 s :act ~ .:. !'oo:: ar..a ::n.::-.1': . 



-100-

33 . By the words "the final way" we mean the final way v1hich we shall 

discuss here . Ot.her :uiutative ionns could be i ·ound in the Biole. 

But t or our purposes our present.at ion is adeouate. 
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SIJ'.!l!AR! AND OJNCUJSIOUS 

The first c hap ter consisted of a study 01· the word ' J Y a."ld its . .,. 
synonyms . It was discovered that these word.S may have ne gative and positive 

connotations . The negative con."lotations a re tnose which aescribe lacks. 

These l acks include material., civil, social , ;ma psychol ogical or reental . 

The pos itive connotat.ions are toose which describe the possess ion 01" 

virtues . 'rnese virtues ~cluae humli t y, religious comnunion, wisdom, 

salvation, and ri r.hteousness . 

'!'hese connotations are cnalities, cnaracteristics , or .. eatures of 

certain enti ties . In the second cna?ter 7re aiscussed one or these 

en~ities , the poor man. Amon;: tne naraships w!lich he :tllSt endu re 

hu."lter, o:lpress1on, lowly status, etc . Otner s !tl.Stre~ted n.il:l . Rar e.Ly 

aid anyone deal kindly ;ri t h ni.m. To ttu.s rr.istr e;itment ne reacteo nth 

des?erate acts . Social attitudes regara.ing poverty aevelope.: . Tney 

reveal a basic a.1lbivalence . On tne one nana toe\ ref l ect nostil.Lty 

tow:;.r c. the poor; on the othe r na."ld tne~· ref l ect a r.iystical b~hef about 

t'teir sanctity and vi~...ue . In tl.!!le the ;.,ositive att i tuaes motivated 

i dealists to do son:eth::.ng to r.el p the need.v . T~e -.ost concrete expression 

of hese ideals is contained in the civil and ceremo~ial law of the 

?enteteuch . Tne l aw a t tempte;:i to :;.eet the r.ee:;s 01 t he poor , to reII:ove 

t .1e oppression, .;nc to tre.:.t them •n.tn e-t..la.uty ana strict .JUST.ice . 

O~ner i aeals wer e e:G:.ressea ~y the pro~r.ets ana t nei r spin.t Ja~ progertr• . 

: .1.::se express:.ons , :ui tne tom o: mor al l.I:lperat1ves , also were esigne '1 

to ease the plifht O! the poor . In tLiie c theolo:;ic.:ll exclanat.i.on of 

poverty evolveu. This was a pr ocess t neoiogy to rationalize the acceptea 

belief t nat the ?QOr man 1r-1s uni'Juely olessec. . The s e'Juence 01 t.he process 

"lfaS as ! OJ.lows: rnGn sins ; Co . ~"1-snes hilt m tr, -:>overty ; the ;::.inish.':lent 
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causes man to wrn unto Goci ; God resyonds when man is receptive to Him. 

Thus the poor man ultimat.ely oecomes an intimate associate o:. God. Those 

who treat him well shall be rewaraeu . Those wllO rnistre~t him shall oe 

punishea . Job in particula!" c;uestions every phase of the t heol ogy. 

The other entities to which the word 'J )I and its synonyms apply . ~ 
were aiscussed in chapter three . These included the deser t wanderer, 

the prisoner, the sick can, 2n i..r.W.vi~utl or nation in exile, a n!l.tion 

suffering ensl avement, a nation enaurinr famine, ,,..m.t a cl.t~: or nation ~ich 

i s destroyed end conauered. All o: these entit3es, in these 1 J.J.e-

circumstar.ces, s h?. re certai~ hare.ships i n cccmon with each ot he r, and 

with the poor ma."l . Even more sig.=..ficant , the t~eoloeic :il -:>r ocess 

o;:>er ati ~re :u: these conditions, par 2 llels the t heo] ogical 9rocess of 

ooverty . Only rd nor v2 ri.~tions could oe detect ed. "Jltin:ately all 

these conc!itions r esult i n a r el i c:.oJs conm:union r.ith God . Ot hers 

wished t o partake _r. t his Cornr.:IUilion , out pr eferrea not to enau.re the 

ri[orous s~fferinf: . :0.t•Jcl !.''.>n:iS ~ev::l ?eC vf.1ich i..'Tlitat e cleirents o~ 

he 'J :I co!'lditions . Cnc '-'"hO x rt:.c:.p:> ted ir. t h<.?s e r ituals believed 
. -r.· 

ttat 'ov r..ir..ic.in& the ' J :I , he r.ould r ec eive his blessinc, an inti.nacy 
. 'r 

1"'ith t'!'le Ji.et y . These : n:~ i !'lc luaeo ia.stin ... , the use o:· dust and ashes , 

pu tting on s ackclot h, ~:.:r-it?.F' or.e ' s -ar er. t , shavinc t he beard and the 

head , weeoi."'lg ... .,~ recitin~ f o:raul.;s. Tne belief wnich :--..oti v.:ite the 

imitati ve rit~als, r.ar.el·• that the ' .J .Y was closely associated rith 
T' 

:;oc, 'IV'3S t he subject 0 1 speca l a t ion in cha:-ters :wo 2~d t.~ ree . • os sibl .y 

7..he belie:' ori[ inated r.:. t !'- '!-e wandennc; oonaa . 3v-.... ence ir:Jic - t,es 

~ha he vras co!'lFi~ereo espec~ally nol y . /..s societ7 advanced , ot her 

bore ~ s tri.ku:(" r~se..bla:.ce •,,c no::icles s ~..,.r,deri.r.c . ':'he o~lier about the 
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desert wanderer 7H .. s transfered to them. Furthermore , this belief was 

r at ionalized by the develo;nnent of a pr ocess t heology. 
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