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An,oae, •ho 1• 1ater••t•4 in th• poaitioa aa4 11h• 

tllfluenoe ot I•r .. 1 Jaoobeon ta the attaira and religion of the J ... , 

maat r••mber that Jaoobeon, preealaeat aa h8 ••• b7 Tirtu• of hl• 

wealth, hie aooial poatttoa, hie p_.•oaal lllfluenoe, an! hia ott1o1-

al poal ttoa, waa aot an 1aolate4 peraonalt t7 but a member ot the Jn

iab oo-uit7. 'fo a.nlentan4 hia life, one mat mow tm lUe ot th• 

00111111Dtt7 in Whioh he liT•~· 'fo appreoiate th8 atraggl•• that were 

taking plao• w1 thin th• narrow ra41 t1• ot hi• own aoal, one auat be 

90pisant ot th• oontliota aa4 atrugglea aaroharging th• .Jniah ooa

eciouneae of hi• 1&7. to Ju4ge ot the inspiration whioh ahaped hi• 
~ 

ohuaoter aa4 worlcs, one muat oou ider the yearnings of the aooial 

group trom 11h1oh he epraag, their 14eala and their attempts to efteot 

their reali1&tion. An4 to finall7 aet the atamp ot oredit or d1aore4-

1t upon hia life work and intluenoe, one muat be aoqaa1nte4 with the 

•terial wt th whioh he worked and atrogglecl, the "•• of hia •~· Ia 

abort Jaoobaon waa a Jn and to know him we mast tiret ltn.ow the J .. a 

among 11hoa he 11Ted. 

But af'er all, the l• ... not alone in th• worlt. 

He 11Ted aoattered among other m tiona. His life, whether he rillel 

i t or not, was bound up •1th their•· B7 their lawa, be liTa4. ftth 
.e.. 

t heir permiaaion, be atruggled to maintain hie 11Tl1hood, too often .,.. 

a bare and aoant7 one. It might allloat be aat4 that he nee4e4 their 

l i cense to breathe the tree air of heaTen. How-.er, not •ithatandtng 

all of this, it O&llllot be granted that the Jn waa the oreatare of hia ,,.,... 

envi ronment an4 that he oolll4 not am cl14 not reaiat the to roea of 

that enT1ronment, •hicil frequentl7 b7 their brat• foro• ooal.4 oraah 

anc! kill the beat in 1l&Jl7 of hi• number bat ooald not to••• hta to 
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aurren4er b1a 11en1t7. !he Jn •aa no kaarlei and a1ght7 oak 'hat 

might weather al.moat ner7 blaat, onl.7 to fall oraahel b7 •om f1ero• 

and terrible atona. lie wu ratmr like th• aappl• and flenbl• Will

ow, whtab •7 bend b•n•tb the wh1rlw1nl of the torna4o and the bu.r

rioane, bmt on the morrow oaat• ita graoeful ahade and in its bmabl• 

strength enclurea. Yielding at some points, remaining ateacltut at 

others, he beoame able to adapt himaelf to tbe environment in 1fh1oh 

be 11T•4 without •Jting the lite ot thoae around him altogether h1a 

life. a. beoame able to 41aor1m1nate between that which glittered 

around him and the true Sold ot the life of the age. lie comld ohooae 

and eel.eat from the be1 t , he oould adapt it to his own needa, he co&lll 

plq the ecleot1o, w1 thout aurrendering the diat1not1Te trai ta of hi• 

own in41Tid&lalit7, without becoming tale• to the ideals of hil fathera, 

without giTing up hi• aapiration toward the hi gher, the nobler, anl 

the more sublime things ot ex1atenoe. In short, without becoming th• 

slave of oirowa1tancee, without being tbs creature of hie enTironment, 

he neTertheleas was strong]¥ inf luenced by the world aurroa.nding hla. 

To wi4eratand the desires of the J•, t o appreciate his atr1Tinp, 

and to eatimate oorreotly the eff orts that he aade to realise hia am

bi ttona, it 1• neoeaaary , therefore, firat of all to know and uncler

atand the life around him. 

OD17 through a thorough oomprehenaion of 1he tt .. , 

its oharaoter1at1oa, and its moving forces , oan one 00119 to know the 

Jfte among Whom Jaoobaon 11Te4, and onl7 through an exteuiT• know

ledge or the thought•. 1he aotiTitiee, and the olaracter of that l•-
1ah oommun1t7, oan one arriTe at a Juat and fair appreo1at1on of the 

life and the work of Iarael Ja~obson, the reformer. It ha1 , there

fore, ••••ei aclTiaa-1• tlat, before the treatment of the refora 11 ... 
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of Jaoobaon. there ahoul4 oome a oonai4eratton or the lite of the 

JfJWa of hi• 4a7. a general appreciation of their position, and a brief 

aoaount of the great llOTe .. nta of the time bearing on their problema. 



_,_ 

C ll A 1 T B R 0 I B. 

-
- T ll B D I A S R 0 R A.-



-10-

In oonaid•r1'8 the lUe of the Jna of a1q per1o4, 

1 t 1• wiae to r•••b•r that the J• ha• had a hiator7 of thouaa4• of 

yeara . SJ.ow}¥ town Ule oento.ria, he baa grown and 4eYelop•4· Hi•t

orioal toro•• ha•e pla7e4 upon hia heart etring• and ha•• helped to 

mold hi• oharaoter ud hi• 4eatizq. ji• and hia life haTe 4eYelope4 

trom and are fou4e4 on the paet, !he bond tba t ti ea . them with that 

past, i• laeting and in4iaaoluable. Acoord1ntl7, to an4eratan4 th• 

life of the J.,,1 in Europe at the beginning ot the nineteent h oentaf7, 

xone mut bow the h1ator1oal faota and the e•mta, whi ch aottng o•er 

a perio! of al.Bloat two thouande of 7ear1, had •de the Jn what he 

was at the oo..emeaent of the period in Which oo.r aabJect is plaoea. 

The Jna looked upon tbemaelYea aa liTing in exile. 

Driven from the land of Faleatine at 1he beginning of the Chriatian 

era, they had graclaall.7 become aoattere4 oYer the greater part of the 

glo-•• Bat, where •T•r they went, thq always looked baok with eager 

1earning to•rds the land of their fathara. The7 reoalle4 the glorio• 

d&7S of Iarael's teedom when the Temple atood on Mt. &ion'• aamait, 

and they beline4 that aome da7 the7 would return to the land of i>al

e1t1ne. the line of David would b• reatored on the throne, and the7 

wopld be living bappil7 and oontente417 in thei r own lam uder their 

OWll vine and oliYe tree. Sow they were not living in their own laDI, 

but in a strange and foreign oountry, whiah waa a temporary home tor 

them, a plaoe where tbe7 might reat tor a brief sta7 and sojourn, bat 

was not thei r o ... 

!he world, at large, repr4e4 them in the aame 

light. It remembertd that the7 were onoe oitiaena of Paleatine. BaT• 
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ing lo.t their 1a4epen4ano• and all of the right• conneote4 therni th. 

the7 bad p1Jle4 none in t:b• lan4 into •hioh the7 ha4 o_.. !b., ••r• 

toreignera ud aa a11cb 414 not po••••• the pr1T1l•P• and th• oppor

tuniti•• tbat the people &llODg ftOa thq 11Te49 414• BlQ were lf"

erne4 b7 apeoial 1- and ••r• uaalq aubjeot to apeoial tu•• of an 

oppresaiT• and a burlenaoae natare. Being almoat aa it ••re a nation 

11l814e ot a nation. th•1••r• tr .. te4 not .. indiT1dual oitisena but 

as a group, a group •1th •hioh the oentral goyer1111ent ... oanoeru4. 

Coming more direotl7 under the oontrol ot the oentr~l power. meant 

being place4 in the hand ot the ruling soTereign or king. Be lookel 

upon them aa bis peraonal and priftte prop•t7· Be oouU hanclle th• 

as he Wiabld and make WhateTer prof1 t that be ooul4 out of them, tor 

hi• own benefit. He could aell them if be so wi•hed or be coull ••11 

the tight to tu th•· In brief, h• ua11all7 got nu-7thi11g posaibl• 

out of th•, aoting on the groan4 that the7 ••r• atrangen and liTel 

aimpl7 b7 hie grace, •1th no right• of lletr om. 

M the reault of auch couileration. tbe7 ••re bgr- · 

dened b7 special legislation. !heir right to eng11ge in buainesa na 

c1romaaoribe4 and limited. !he1 could not .ater oertatn looaltt1••· 

The7 could not traTel aa the7 pleaaed. T'hey could not 4••11 in aaoh 

plaoea as tbe7 4eeme4 beat in orler to paraue their tra4e an4 .. tn

tain their lite. 'ftle7 might be expelled entirel7 from o•ta1n ci ti•• 

and diatricta and in tact from entire countries. !he7 •ight be per

mitted to enter a certain town to do business and not be allosel to 

sleep wt thin the oorporatton liai ta. The7 lmn not when n .. anc1 HN 

bardenao•e restr: otiona would be plaoed upon them, not neoeaaariJ.7 to 

bring about aome 4ea1re4 ohange or 1mproTement bat to fashion a •• 

weapon in the han4s of their enemies to extort additional aone7 froa 
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them. 17 being kept out ot 11le 11&D11&l oooaiationa. t:beir actiTi ti•• 

were 111l1 tecl to a aarro• aph•r•. •hi ah coG14 reaot 11pon their life 

on.17 for hara. !her entire range of life waa liaite4 an4 mrro•e4 

b7 auoh legialatlon. £ oerta1n -11 part of the ct v ... •4• theil" 

rea14enoe. It •ttere4 not tbat u the population of tha c1Q inoreal

•4. tba number of the Jewa 1noreued and 1be1r a•ll pr1aon beoame more 

an4 more orowte4. !he7 were gi Ten no aore ro oa in •h1oh to 11 Te but 

had to re•in within the fl.zed limib of the ghetto. ho•eTer crow4e4 

and OTerpopulate4 1 t might beoo••· 

To 8Qoh harsh, unreasonable legislation. were a44•4 

tyrannical lan that alm09t knew no limit. Diaoouragec! ae the Jfta 

••r• at ..,.~ turn in the purauit ot their business. hin4er•4 b7 the 

direat of reatrictiTe lan. and W1 th their •hole range ot life narrow

ed anl cramped, they ••r• often 4en1•4 the expression or their natural 

inatinots. and had taken from them one of the leareat r1-ta ot noral 

l i fe, the perpetuation ot their mme. their famil7, and their kin4. 

Only a certain nuaber of familiea ooulcl en at legalq in the oommui t7 

and no one 001114 •rey until a Tacanoy o•euarred. The offapring of Ul7 

o1her uion would be illegitimate and 001114 not inherit but could be 
r 

aeiaed by the atae and broaght up u a Chriatian, •h1oh •aa repreM 
/ 

b7 the J• of that time as a liYing death. M4e4 to thia t7r&n~, ••r• 

Yariou inaultlng m-.aurea like the •earing of the 7ellow badge. Qttea 

4i4 it aeem that no more oppre'Ba1T• legislation •aa P••••4 againat the 

Jewa aiapq beoa .. e the f1en4iah ingenuit7 of man had been 11Jla)I• to 

1nven t further tottur••· 

Thia harah, oruel. and inhaman legiala ti on, hown.-, 

was but part of the affliotion and the suffering that the Jen Ma to 

endure. Various false and malioi oua ohargea •ere made in orter to a-



rou•• the 110b aptnat th .. , and in or4er to bring outrage after oat• 

rap apon tlullr imaooent and al.lloet lefeuel•• hea4e. OD• ot euoh 

pretezta wae the blood aoomaatioa, i.bat J ... n••4•4 an4 1111•4 h1111Ul 

bloo4 la.ring the oelebraU011 of th• ~aeeoYer holi4&J9. an4 aeoa.re4 it 

b7 mur4er1ng eome Chriatian oh114 and 4ra11ling it• bloo4. Thi• aocue-

ation, u4er tile oharge of au4er, appeare4 as earl1 as 11•6 on th• -

continent and 11'4 in 'Sllgl...t where the J ... were aooua•4 of haYing 

mur4ere4 a bo7. Willi- ot lorwtoh and haYillg nailed him to a oroea 

tn or4er to mook the oruoiltoatton of Jeau. Oil 1.1>.e obarge of rt ta.al 

mur4er in 1236, a nuber of Jna were k1lle4 in lv.lda· Thia charge 
0-

... rep••t•4 •1th aad efteota, and 411r1ng •T•r7 period of rel1gtou 

tanat1o1em the J••• aGttered terribl•· The Jealli.ta arouae4 hate a

gainat them. The7 were persec11ted luring the oraaa4ea, am ••re aoou• 

e4 of oth9r orim••, auch as 4eaeorat1ng the hoat. 

The tiret oae• of an outbreak on acoout of the 

oharge of deaeoratton of tile hoet, oooure4 in 1!98, when a ••r"I ••ri
oaa peraeoution broke oat in Pranoonia. This ts the ftret oaee of it• 

kind b11t it was often repeated ap to the sixteenth oenta17. 'l'he hoat 

i 1 a wafer made of flour and water. It is conaeorated and is aappoae4 

to be eaten luring the hol.7 oeremo117 of communion, •hen it ta thought, 

aooording to the dootrin•• ot oertain branches of the Chriatian oharoh 

to beooae the fleeh of 1he •••ioas, Jeaua, and as the hoet 11 eatea, 

t he ll••h of th• •••iou enters the ll••h o'f the reltgioaa 4not••· !be 
charge 

/aga1nat the Jew, waa to ihe effect that he had not reapeotel the eao-

red oharaoter of the boat. Sometimes, it - •ai d that he pricket it 

wi th a pin to aee it bl••4 or that he 4•t1led it purpoael7. Ia it••~. 

thia ia almoat a laughable charge but it often brought great •1••17 -• 
suffering apon the innooent Jne and bloo47 peraeout1ona. 
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0ther carse• .agaiaat th• l- 11tght be anttoaea, 

aaoh as the aooaaatioa that the7 ba4 poiaonect the wells ctar111g the 

Blaok Plague or auarec! aoae poteonoaa aalTe on Ule ctoora. or that 

becaaae the7 ••r• ao saooeaatal in the practice of ael1o1ne, that 

the7 were i11 league with the clntl. other aDDo~noea aight be aet 

torth, saoh aa wbea ralera 4eolared Toid the bond• hel4 b7 J .. a. 111 

general:, it might be aaicl that their lite waa uaa.all.7 a har4 011e With 

tar 1D0re than their •hare ot aatteri11g and trouble. 

AD additional burcle11 was plaoe4 apo11 them •hen they 

often were oompelle4 to leaT• th• land of their birth •h•r• the7 ~ 

have b••n 11T1ng for haa4re4a of 7eara. !he7 ••r• ezpellM froa Bllg

land in 1290, from Prance in 119•, from Spain in 1•92, and from Port

ugal in 1•98. They had to aell their property at a great loaa and 

undergo tbe hardship• and the trial• of long. wearisome Joarneya. 

Otten the7 were not eTen allowed to talc• their poaaeaaion.a 8"87 With 

them or it they had oonTerte4 them into gol4, the7 ooald not take the 

precious aetal but had to oonTert it into bill• of exohange which 

might be Taluel••• in the country into whioh they o .. e. !he7 beoaae 

a wandering people, clri••n from corner to corner of the earth. 

lor d14 fortGDe •T•r seem to amil• apon them. al

though in later yeara they gra4ulq regained a foothold in the lanb 

from which they bad been 4r1Ten. They returned to the Betherl&ll4a, 

the •raclle ot liberty. whiob had treed itaelf troa the hated tyra~ 

of the 1nqu1a1t1on, Tery gracl11&ll7 ad anoatentatioua17. Vnnotioel, 

they returned to bglan4 ancl to Prance and u the liberal 80T-ata 

of tie d&¥ hacl gainel ocmai4erable force. they ••re allo••4 to remain 

and liTe. Thia return waa not a matter ot a day bat waa aocomplished 

•low~. !!l17 were mate &4i> realise tbat th•J 11T•4 o~ Q' '~l•raaoe. 
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Th•1 ••r• •till '11• T1ot1u of 11aor1•1na,toa and peraeoutloa, am liv

•4 apart froa the worl4 around them. 

What were the realll'• of th••• ltre p•r•eoutioaa anl 

cruel su.fferinga! !he7 4eatro7e4 the relatioll8 of the J .. With the 

rest of the world, that 1• the finer aDl the higtler relat1o••· He waa 

toroe4 to 4•pen4 upon hiaaelt and liT• for him1elt. He often ooull 

trust no on• but hi• own kin an4 people. Hie oatlet for expreaaion of 

his 1n41Ti4uli ty wu ltat tea. He ooulcl aot enter th• same profea•ioaa 

as hie fellow be1118•• He could not aepire to the aame postioll8. He 

ooGl.4 not aaaooiate with them aociall7. With no ezternal outlet tor 

his •n•rBJ and the fullfillaent of h1• 4••ir•• and aabtttoaa, he aat

a.rall7 waa 0011pelle4 to tUJ'll th•• 1znrar4•, to emphaatse 110re aaa aore 

the life W1 thin the narrow oirloe in 1'h1ah he liTed. 

But there wa• 1ttll another reason tor the 111portuo• 

•hioh he plaoe4 upon hi• oo-ult7 lite and the th1nga 1:bat promotel 

the strength and the Yi tali t7 of that oomui ty. ~. 4ia1ntegrat1Dg 

toro•• worlrt.ng froa the outside were eztremel7 pqwertul. J.gatn an4 a

gain, th•1 threatened to exttngui1h the life of the Jew and make hla 

name the title of a 4eparte4 people and raoe. Ever1 oonTeiYable force 

in the power of ~n wa1 brought agatnat the Jew tn the effort to make 

him sarrender hi• religion and oauee him to join the Cbri•tian fold ua 

proteas the Chriatian religion. These foroe1 ooal4 onl7 be wttbstool 

b7 stressing and 4eYelop1ng the •o•t eff eotiYe ooheaiT• forcea and 

binding element• tn the life of the Jewish c ommut t7. ber7 law that 

made them a Jew and 41fterent from tho•• around them, helpe4 in the 

struggle. !he1 4e .. n4e4 the ob••rTance of the metiouloua minutiae of 

the !almu4 and the Shalban Aruk. ~•1 could admit of no h•r••7• Th•7 
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ooul4 perlll t ao gr .. t T&r1•J10• of opillioll. Beatattag th• foroe uel 

to ooapell th•• to giT• ap t:ho•• thing• that ••r• ao tear to th••· th•J 

b•o-• more allll •r• tenac1011e ill their hol4 apoll their tr ... 11rea. !h97 

beoue more Jealou of 9le1r poaaeaatoD. allll throagb thta fear of their 

loaa. the7 beoaae aore and more 11Sillillg to ohange or alter th•· !he 

oo ... ll4B ot the !al.mad oame to take Oil tile &8J)eota ot the tautable aat 

the a.mohangeable 41•1n• law. 

But there were atill other foroea helping to make the 

J .. more con•nati•• and more unwilling to change. His life ha4 become 

narrowed an4 11•1te4 to a narrow aphere. Intellectaall1. he ooald not 

go outai4e of the Bible and the Talmud. Sooiall7, he waa a pariah an4 

waa olo••l7 reatr1ote4. iolitioall7, he••• a nonentit7. Re had liTe4 

in the walla of the ghetto and breathed its ataoaphere so long, tbat at 

the begtutag ot the nineteenth oentu17, be might be aai4 to be li•ing 

in an intellectual priaClll houae, the narrc•ing influence of the <lletto 

and the Shulhan Arak. It •u through no ohoioe of hi• on tbat tb1a 

had o•e about. Re had resiate4 the toroea acting apoll hi• u4 ill 

bu1141ng up the barrier of reatatanoe that barri er ha4 beooae a o htp 

and atrong that it beoame a vtrtaal priaon. 

But this bad not been true in the paat. '?he J .. , be

f ore, bad held himaelf ope~ to ••er1 healthfal intlaenoe in the world 

around btm. Be had li•ed keenl1 awake to the progress ot the 4&J. Be 

bad been abreut of the progress and the oulture of his time. Bil oon

taot with the P.raian religion left an imprees upon his religioll that 

has n.wer beell effaced. Bia relat1olla with the products ot the ph1lo

soph1oal schools of Greece had had a remarkable influence upoll h1a 

thought as oan be mea•ure4 b7 his literature of 1hat per1ot. Ill taot. 
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he ha4 neTer allo••4 hia thought or hia religion to beoome ood1tie4 

and uncballgable before. £8 new oond 1t1ona aroae, &8 life in the worll 

ohange4, a oorre•pondtng 4eYelop•nt took place in h18 reli g10118 lm 

an4 Yi .. • .. he a4apte4 them and himselt to YarJing conditiona. 

1'hrougb the Kialmah and the !ala114, th•aelYe11, can be traced that 

stream of growth and ob•Jll•, Which marks one oont1nuol18, natural, 1Dl

brokenf ltne of tradition. It •a• only within the narrowing influeno

ea of the Ghetto wall• and en4leaa peraeouttona, tlat these beoaae 

fixed aDl unohanpble l••· It •aa onq •hen the Jew •a• de*lel 1nt

eroourae •1th the broad current of the world's lite. that he beoame 

eatrange4 and aeparated trom tt. 

When the liberal toroea of enlightenment arose and 

conquore4 tbe werl4, they foand the J .. largel.7 looked •1th1n h1a nar

row en•irolllDent. Ho• would he be liberated ao that they oould aot up

on him! How could he regain bis contact wi th the progreesi•e foroea 

ot hWD&!l life in ner7 direotiont How could he emerge from the pria

on oreated b7 hie ~eraeoution and hie saffe~inge? That is the question 

•hioh we •ill oona14er, after •• glan~e at the new force~ which Olm• 

into prominence at the beginning of the nineteenth centur7. 
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!KS a• taron, that had •uch a great ancl •rkec1 in

fluence uvoa the life and the being or the J•• in the time of Jacob

son, might be ••14 to haTe bad thn r birth wt th the Benaiaaance anl 

the BeTiTal of Learning, and to h&Te r•ched their oulllinatton ill the 

perio4 following upoa the l'renoh rnolitton. !hq were th• reault of 

a great group of phenomena, which in brief, are the leoq of the great 

tabrioa of the ohuroh and empire; the appearance cf full-forme4 nat-

1cnali t1•• and language•; the enfeeblement of the feu4al apatem 

throughout Europe; the iuentioa an4 application of paper, the mari

ner's oompaaa, gunponer, and printing; the exploration of ocntinent• 

be7on4 the ocean; and the aub•t1tut1on of the Copernican for the Ptol

emaic •7ate11 of aatronOIJ¥• 

In fact, the7 are the foroe• t .ha t ha Te produced our 

modern era. During the eighteenth century, their influence hacl alrea47 

begun to man1feat 1taelt •trongly in certain liberalising and emanci

patory ten4enoiea. Although their effeot waa •low an4 greatly retar4-

e4 at timee, it was through them that the old order ot 1deu yiellel 

to the new all OTer Europe, that science won firm standing groun4, .al 

political liberty struggled through the birththroea of its origin. 

Liberal ideas began to spread and were the fcreru.nnera 

of tolerance and religious libert1 and equality. 'rhe rights of the 

individual and the oanmon man were recognised more and more. With the 

rise of more liberal 14eaa, there came a greater freedom of thought &DI 

speech. All man were ieclared equal. All men were said to haTe the 

aama right•· With the French reTolation, these great principles paaael 

tram the realm ot thought and ii terature into the real.a of aotaali qr. 

mi 
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The Yrenoh Bepubl1o grante4 full o1t1senahlp tb all olasaee of .. n. 

~ rrench influence apread and became the aomtnatln! power in ~ope, 

014 tnatttut1011a ••r• oYarthroWll to -ke ••7 tor 1he new. Pl'ench 

ideas reigned a1apreme, am the liberalising fdb•• of the perlot pill• 

ed the upper hall4 and .. ept into th• aeat ot power fro• •h1oh, teapite 

the great •••• of r .. otton anct oonaeryatism following 1 ... t1ate17 upon 

the downfall of Iapoleon, the1 were nn• 4ri•en. 

Theae forces ••r• beginning to open the hearts an4 

the llinte of men. ?hay were la7ing the fo11114ationa tor a truer oul

ta.re, a wider apread oiY1lisat1on, and an era of enlightenment and 

progress not tor a favoured few but for the maaaes and the great maj

ori t7 of 1he people. They were calling forth new energies in the in

di vidal 111Bn. They were opening up new Yiataa. They were making 

plain poaaib111t1as and potentialities , hitherto 11Dkllown and unthouglt 

of, in the liyee of •n and women. .t.nd as men began to awaken, u 

the7 commenced to realise their OW?l worth, the greatness that 197 With

in them, they aaw more in their fellow beings. Their sympathies were 

becoming broader and broader. Various parts of aociet7, tbua recog

nising more elements of kin in each other, were drawn closer tcgethar. 

Old and narrow diatinotiona and preJudioee began to diaappear. !he 

metal gates of men's personali t ies atarte4 to .. ing opan and unbar 

themselves. 

!bus, we aee that the forces of progrees , that hal 

come into the asoen4ano7 at the o anmenoement of the Dineteenth oet1a17 

i n their broadening and 11beralts1ng influence . were 41ametrioall1' op

posed to the influences tt.t had hitherto been the •trongeat in the 

env1ro11111ent of the Jew during the period of peraeoutioa. llaatea4 of 

auppreasing, they wtahed to liberate the energlea ot the Yariou peo-



pl••. Iutead. of worlting to aeparate one group trcim •TV7 other anl 

orea1r tr1ctioll and hoat111 tJ between them. they tend.a to br1Dg th•• 
nearer together. ftle7 atarte4 men on the road toward UMlvatanding 

each other. lhere 41atinct1ou and barriva had been 1noreaa1ng ancl 

hacl become more ant more emphaaiaet, the7 414 their beat to obliterate 

them. In abort. not auppreasion but tr•• expreaaion bec ... the orler 

ot 1he la7. 

But here, the Jew foUDd himaelf at a diaaclTantage. He 

waa no free ci tiaen of the world. Re had not been able tc 11•• where 

be chose nor had he been aUe to live among and with the people ill th• 

m14st ot Whom he was. He wu aurrounde4 by them but be waa not oil• 

ot them. Re had been separated from them b7 an artificial barrier 

that bad become almoat a prison to htm. '?he wall of the Ghetto oir

oamaori,•4 and limited all ot his act1T1t1es. It shut him o!f fl'oa 

aocial 111terwourae with those aroUD4 him. It ma4e 1mpoaa1ble the 

human boUDds of a711PathJ and uleratam 11lg that are the baais ot co

operation ..- between men and their mutual progress. But more thall 

that. it •t him off frcm the thougll• of 1he age. B.ia own thoug)lte. 

his feelings, bis religion and all its details and laws, had beooae 

separatecl so long trom the life of the age, had had to atand b7 thea

selyes for so long, that the7 had a11sume4 a peculiar abaracter. !hq 

bad become so strong in reaiating outaide influence or change that 

they had al.moat, as if it were, become bomb-proof againat any miasil• 

or high uplosi ye shell that might be rainecl upon them. But u their 

strenga• inoreaaed, they became leaa elastic. All their traae barlenel 

they beoame less am leas able to expand ed grow. 

true that the)' could not ohange rea4117 and eu117. 

It wa•. therefore. 

~•1 ••r• not of 

tba nature that would so 1'iab· !be7 had become more and aore ocmaer

Yative. ~ey had held the past so dear and rallied arount lt ao oftea 
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that it aeut more to them than the present. !hua 1t wae 4011b~ 41f· 

f1 cal t for the Jn to take a4Tan tage of the n• 4q, i te li berali t7, 

its proaiee an4 it• hope. 

!he Frenoh Revolution, boweTer, mea11t far mo?"e to the 

Jew than it 414 to hia neighbors since it freed him from hie former 

disabilities, it removed old burdens and taxes from his shoulders, it 

gave hi• eqaal1t1 and freedom such aa he had not enJoyed before. But 

at the .- time, 1 t aeeaecl to threa ie11 eveeyth 1Dg tba t he deemed •at 

aacrecl. The lure of the new libert7, the taaoination of the new free-

4oDt aight Yer7 well make the Jews beoome Just lUe the people around 

them. Tbe7 might be tanpte4 to give up t hose marks of separat1 ... 

aucb as the Talmud and the Shulhan A.rule, that had come to be regardel 

almost as hol7 and sacred as the word of God. ~hen aruae a conflict 

in the inner soul& of the Jf19• How far U.Ould he cling to the paatT 

How tar oould he allow himself to be inf'luenced b7 the newt It was no 

philoaophioal, abstract question for him. It was the moat vital and 

meaningful qu•at1on in life. ' ould he allow the new contacts to change 

his manners and his customs? Could he allow his children to apend a 

little less time in the ataq of Talmud and learn tbe vernaolllar anl 

secular studies? Would there not be grave danger that he might be 

weaned awa7 from his liebrew by more attractt1'e secular studiee? llight 

he not giYe a.p hie Hebrew entirel;, and soon be loet to J&adai1m? Ile 

was faae to face with a grave difficulty. Be had seen 11&11¥ leave the 

fold beoause of tempting bait. It aeeml4 1hat they preferred to gi•• 
up their Judaism rather than 11.Ddergo 1he trials necea1ar7 to uphol4 

it. He felt a contempt for them since their religion seemed a matter 

of a onven1noe. lie felt that the co Gld not meaaure the foroe of the new 

attraottona. He was afal.14 of the unknown. Rerhapa, hia religion aal 



the preoioaa heritage that he ha4 •aYed through oenturie• ot ~fer1ng 

and affliotion, woal4 b• loat. Rerbaps proaperit7 and freedom •oG14 

prove more powerful than the rack and the burning coala and peraaa4• 

him to surrender that •hich eYen 4eath had never before been able to 

wring from him, hia Ju4a11m. 

lo~i4 hi• problems diminish when he left hi• Ghetto 

and stood on an eqqaal footing •1th hia neighbors. H1a life -• bu

ed on the past and oonneoted 1r1 th 1 t in inwnerable wa7s. He ooald • 

not sever himaelf from it, bat he was toroed to rea4Juat himself. .ln 

example of this ia foud in his religaioua aervio•• and daily prayera. 

They poaaeaaed little or no1 appeal in themselves. Aa the 7eara bad 

paaaed b7, the aymagcglle and the rit11al had graduall7 loat what little 

hold they onge had, through thei r aubJeot ~tter, on mall)' of the peo

ple. All that was left for the great majority ot the worahippera, was 

the forae of the past, the press11re of the present to preae.l'Ye their 

religion or perish, and the deoreea of custom. At the beginniq of 

the nineteenth oentur7, it waa an open question as to how the relig

ion ot 1be Jew might be related more closely to the life around him, 

how the aarvioe might be made more meaningful to the people. 

We might aay then that there were two atrugglea going 

on at the aame time, as a result of the emanci pation brought b7 the 

French revolution. The one was one of the exterior \•••8"'' and dealt 

with Ute more naterial things of life. It waa a Question ot the J .. 

adJuating him1elf to life and the problems that he had to meet. !he 

other might be desortbed better as an inner or soua atruggle within 

hi mself. That was tbe larger and far more important problem. ~oul4 

he free himself from the tyranny that the oenturiea of peraecut1on 
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had plaoecl upon hi•! Could h• atr1k• off the obaina of hi• inte11-

eot&1al prison hooae and atride forth a free man into the ltghtt 

•• •111 now try ana see how theae problems were tao

•d b7 the J .. at the beginning of the nineteenth oentor7 an4 •hat 

efforts he made to solve them. How oould he settle the o~ict that 

waged within hi• aoul.t! How ooald he orient hill8elf to world toroea 

and actjuat hiaaelt to lite? 
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It 1• not our purpose in th1• mo4eat work, to at

tempt to Bi•• oonai4eration to all the mo••enta in the Jewiah 

aphere of tntluenoe that ha4 a bearing upon thes~ problem•, but 

rather to look at the first att .. pta to bring aboat their aolutio~. 

To ooYer all the intluenoea that ha4 some bearing upon th••• at-
'L 

t•pta, woa.14 be far be7on4 oar strength and pu~poae. We are oon-

oernea not ao auch with the theoretioal and abatraot aapeats of the 

general Si taa tion u •• are 1f1 th th• beginninga, •1th th• progreaa 

that -• made, with the reforms that were adopte4, and with the 

praatioal aoYementa that aotuall.7 took plaoe. For tiles• reuona, 

we have aeleoted •• the aubJeot of oar thesis, the reform i4eaa of 

Israel Jacobson, who while he has not exeroiaed aa great and u an 

important an effeot upon the 4evelopment of the fef orm movement in 

Judaism aa aome others, might be oalled the first prao•ioal reform

er. lie did things •here no one had done them before. lie brought 

about results. At the oommenoement of the reform movement, he, there 

tore, ranks as an important figure. 

Iarael Jacobson was born in Balberstadt, October 17, 

1768. Be was eduoated in a Jewish religious aahool and apparently 

lived an entirel7 normal and not anuaaall7 eyentful life. At the 

natural age, he waa engaged to the grand-daughter ot Philip Samaon, 

the founder of the Samaon-Sohule at Wolfenblttel, where iuna and Jost 

were e4uoated. It seems that this comieotion had a great intluenoe 

upon hia life and thought and probabl7 helped t o 41reot hi• 1ntereat 

along oertain lines of a oharaoter that might otberWiwe well haYe 

been atrange and foreign to him. 



He reaide4 in Brunawick and throogh hia bua1neas 

abilit1, hia thrift, and hi• in4oat17. he beoame rioh. He 4eTot•4 

a great deal of his •one1 and hi• time to philanthropic and oo-ml

al purpoaea. He eatabliahed a achool in 1801 in Seeaen with a di•

tinot obJeot in mind. He had felt that the Jew was eatranged ant 

sepal!&ted from the lite around him altogether too great17. He felt 

that this waa largel1 due to the tact that there were so few points 

of intimate contact between the Jew and hie neighbors. He 4eeme4 it 

possible it auoh oontaot and inti .. 07 waa eatabliahed in the earlier 

1•ar• ot the lite of the in4ivi4ual. that a mutual cordiality ot 

greater depth and intenait1 tbaD that eziating. woold be created be

tween J .. and nonJew. l'or this end. he founded a school that ahoull 

not be liaited to Jewish children and Hebrew atudiea bot should be 

open to Chriatian ohil4ren alao. Thia school had about tort)' Jew

ish and twent1 Chriatian pupil• and waa remarkablJ aucoeaatul. bRt 

more oonai4eration will be given to this in a separate Gbapter. 

Jacobson gracluall7 beoame more and more important. 

He was the moat influential person of the Jewish oommunitf and atooct 

in high eateem with Bapoleon. It ia even thought. although no act-

ual prolt has been to1lll4. that it waa throngh his suggestion that 

lapoleon was moved to oall an aaaembl7 ot Jewish notable• in Franoe, 

modeled on the great S7nh .. rion ot ancient Israel. Re. himself. wa• 

made the official head of a similar organization ot the Jen in •••t

phalia, being appointed to the preaiden;o1 of the Jewish c~naiato17 

b7 Jerome. the brother of lapoleon and the king of Westphalia, a king

dom created bJ lapoleon. In this position, he exercised great inflR• 

ence upon oon41ttona in Weatphalia. He stood vigoro1l91J tor tbe righte 

of hia corel1gioniata and waa prominent in uahertng in th• n .. aa4 ~ 
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most weloome freedom for the Jewa. 

Deapite the prollinenoe that na hi• b7 reaaon of Ma 

wealth. hia aooial poaition, and hi• offioial oapaoit7, 4eepite all 

of the oall8,1:bat oame to him from clitterent qaartera, he waa alWQ• 

Titall7 intereate4 in the attfairs of the Jewish 0011111unit7 and gaTe 

them the ftret of *Ilia attention and energ)?. In 1810, be built a 

beautiful aynagogue and tntroduoed an organ. He in1t1ate4 the oere

moJl7 of oonfirmation b7 confirming i'i"t'e JeWiah bo79 in 1811. He re

aoTed to Caaael and there encouraged reform and the adoption ot a 

rit11&l similar to tlat of Seeaen and founded a seminary for Jewiah 

teaohera. 

At thia diatanoe, be •••ma to haTe been moat taotful 

and able, paJ'ing respect to tradition and the established inet1tutiona 

and bringing about reform alow17 and oautioualJ'. Howe"t'er, it was im

possible for ·~ one attempting suoh things to a"t'oid oenaure and re

buke. Th• feelings of the time ran too high. Ke and his ideaa were 

opposed moat Yigoroaaly b7 ma111 of the older sohool. Re and his 14 ... 

beoame a storm center. They were a fortress of atrength for thoee 

who fought the bat ~l• of improvement and reform, and at the same time 

they were the moat important point of attack by the upholders ot atriot 

orthodoxy. 

One of the most noteworthy and remarkable things a

bout his oareer, was the faot that he had had no apeo1al training or 

work that would turn his mind toward religious subJeots. He wu a oap

able, energetio, 911d wealthy business man . '?hat a man of hia t7P• al& 

h1a great prominenoe aholll.4 take suoh a deep* and "f'ital 1ntereat 111 re

ligious reforms ia, indeed, interesting. 
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After lapoleon's downfall in 181~. Jaoobaon'a poa i 

tion waa ren4•r•4 difficult b7 reaaon ot the tact tiiat h• ... kDOWD 

to haYe been 80 8J11P&thetio and oloae to the lapoleonio regime. A8 

a reault. he left Weatphalia aD4 .... a to Berlin. H• hell aerYi ... 

in hia OWll ham• and oontinuet the work that he had begllll letore. eat 

though h!I 8el'Yi088 Were auppreaae4 b7 the IOTel'Dment Oil oompl&illt 

of the ortho4ox aa being something new and therefor~reTolutionar7 
• 

and tang•r+o11a to the eatabliahed i'.at t.Jlatitutiona, he oontrtbute4 

muoh to the aeryice of reform. He *414 all in h11 power to bring 

abo11t and maintain a better mi4eratan41ng between the J .. a and the 

Christiana and re-ine4 an intluentUl and powerfal figure until h1a 

death at HanoYer, September 14. 1828. 

We will now oona14•r, more in detail, the obangea 

that h• dened neoesaary, and the n7 in which be att..,te4 to bring 

them about in hie lite time. In other worda, we •111 take up the 

reform idea• ot Iarael Jaoobaon and oonaider their meaning, their 

purpoae, ho• near the7 oame to solrtng the ~estiona whioh enate4 

in the mint ot Jaoobaon, and the influence and poaition, •hioh throag)l 

them, might be aa14 to belong to Jaoobson. 
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Th• firat alMl probabl7 the •~•t important thiag that 

Jacobaon had in mind was the condition of hi• brother-Jew• and their 

religion. Aa ~aeta baa ezpr•••ed it, (6:601) 

••oble-111n4e4, good natured, read7 tortey sacrifice, 

and energetic, he(Jaoob80n) kept one aim before hia, the remoTal of 

the hatetul, repul•t't• exterior ot the Jews and Judaism, ana the en

deavor to ren4er them ezternall7 attractiTe and brilliant.• 

Jacobson realised that the poaiticn of hi• oorelig

ioniats was not What it should haTe been. He saw that they were out 

of touch With lite. Their long continued study of Hebrew and the 

Talmud prepared them in no way to meet the pn>blems of the hour. At 

the aame time, thoae who did not learn their Hebrew, foun4 nothing 
. 

in their religious aerTicea. To many, tbe prayers were meaningleae. 

Tbe~eemed to maIW' to be a memnant of a decadent ani useless past, 

especially as the new age claimed to be so tar ahead of the past and 

deapiaed the old a Dd ridiculed it at ••er1 opportunity to eTen a 

greater degree than moat ages mock the generationa that precede th••· 

For th1a and other reason,\ there were thoa.,ho were abandoning the 

faith and creed of their tatbera and betaking themaelTea to atrange 

gods. 

Row could the aTerage Jew be educated up to the needa 

of the moment and at the same time be kept true to his ancestral re

ligion? Or in other words, how could he be made a true cittsen ot 

the modern world without losi~g his religioD• belief•, the baaia of 

all worthy Qbaraoter and moral life! It aeemed that if he were tG 

give up his Hebrew and turn to aeoglar studies. he •oul4 loat oonneot-
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ion w1 th the aaore4 pa at, he wo u14 not un4eratan4 1he pra7ere, and be 

would look upon Judaism as an outworn and uaeleaa tor•, that onl7 

br\>Ught 41acrimination am diffioalt7 to 1ta followen in the 'f&rlOU 

walks of lite, and had better be deserted than oheriahe4. 

!he proble• bad puaale4 Jagobaon. •!hJ'oa.gh hi• buai

neaa connections, he trayeled extens1Yel7 and noted the peculiar OOD· 

ditiona existing among the J .. a. Deepl.J' attached to his people and 

hie faith, be c~uld not but view with ooncern the indifference ot the 

cultured Jewa of the period, notably in Berlin, t o their religion; 

the rupture between this cultured olass and ~he rrasa of the people 

was becoming more and more pronoanoecl: the Juclaism of the s7nagogue 

bad degenerated intc a lifeless formaliam; the forms, cuatoms, and 

ceremonies had usurped the place of the eaae&ttals ; the public aer

vioe consisted of an endleaa reottation of frequently unintelligble 

litllrgioal pieces, and was marked bJ such noiae and 1n4ecor1111 aa oon

aorted 111 with the 8pirit of devotion; there waa nothing to attract 

one to whom religion meant aomething more than the slavish obee!"fanoe 

of traditional forms which however religioua~ significant they may 

once have been, had loat m11oh of 1be1r former power to impreaa. lie 

ftat that there muat be some middle way between the oont .. ptuoua at

titude of the so-called enlightened class towards Judaism and the 

official expression ot the faith from 1111oh the living breath had de-
• parted, leaving only the dry bones. rhia middle way spelt refora.(l) 

In the mind ot lacobson, such reform ooul4 be beat 

brought about by two changes, one a change in the system of school

ing of the 4ay and the other a cba11ge of the :torm in which rel 1gtoa 

services were conducted in the synagogue. Both affected each other 

(l } See Philipaon,Reform lfOYement 
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and were 110at oloeel7 interrelated, but in point ot time the e4uoa

t1onal retorma preoeeded the othere. 

In Jaoobeon'a time, •etuaotion had <»Ille t~ be re

reatriote4 to purel7 Hebrew 1natruotion. In German7 the Jewish 

achoole had fallen to a aorr1 state. '?he ecbool master•. called. 

melamm41m. were for the moat part unoouth Polee, devoid ot all pe4-

agog1oal abilit7. The Cheaer. aa,he Jewish school was called, •a• 

aynoDJmoua With 4iaor4er; the 1natruction ••• haphasar4 and the in

fluence of the teachers waa not for the best. A thoroughgoiDg re

fc.rm ot the aohool system was necessary if 1he Jews were onc.e again 

to participate in the life of the world as seemeo likel1 te .. the 

signs of the timea.•(1) 

Jaoobaon, accordingly, founded hie aohool in Seeaen 

in 1801. His waa not the firat schcc. l fo111Jde4 to ed>race secular aa 

well aa Hebrew studies. It was much like the others in general. 

The7 were to teach pure morality, love for humanity, the duties ot 

men as aubJects, as well as writing, reckoning, language, geograph)', 

hiatory, and natural •~ien~e in order t hat the pupila might beoo•• 

useful ci tisens of the state. These schools broadened the int.reata 

of the Jews. 1'hey increased thei r general lalo•ledge. 1'he Jacob8011-

achule in particular brought the Jewish children into contact With 

the Christian children and created better understanding. About halt 

oft he children were Christian. During the years from 1838 to 186'1, 

there were 1444 pupils, of •hem 719 were Christian ch114ren. ~en 

we remember that the J .. ish children bad been ..iuoate4 entirel7 b7 

the••lTes lefore, we oan appreo1ate what a change thie waa an4 what 

a larger outlook and poin t of view it gaTe to the chilclren. It waa a 

(1) Zhilipaon,aeform KOTement in JQclaiam, p.17. 



-M-

liberalistng influence of the utmo•t yalae. 

QQr interest. how•••r, doe• bot lie in the Jaoobeon

schule tor these reaeona. •••n though it wae remarkabl1 eucceaatul 1~ 

broadening the lite ot the J• and achie•ing tm things that it ha4 

set out to do. It wae throagh the influence ot each •ohools esertea 

through their instruction that the tirat reform of tthe ritual ant 

public aerYice became po11ible. In theae achool1, a •ervice was 1n

troduoed that would not have been tolerated elsewhere. '1'1• ob114rns 

became aocuatomea to the reforms and when the1 were olaer enliate4 in 

the oaaae ot reform. Often the sermon• and the song9 in the •ernacu

lar, could not be introduced into the service in the s111agogue but 

they ooald be introduee4 in the sohocl service and ma.n7 people attend

ed each seryioea who would not ha•• attended aimilar services in the 

aymagogue . 

The Jacobsonachale deaerTes our particular attentiom 

because Jacobson was the man of aaction who inetituted the ttret re

forms in the Jewi sh aervice. Re directed the aotivit7 of 121• aona1at

or1 along the l i nes he had laid down in Seeaen. A school was eetab

liahed at Cassel, in which inatraction was given in elementary bran

ohea. Divine aer•icea were held in the chapel of the aoh~l eyer1 

Saturday. The prayers were partly in Hebrew and partly in German. A 

member of the Consistor1 or aaually the iresident deli••red an adlreae 

i n the vernaculr. HJl!Dl• in German were sang. 

that these awvioes marked an improvemet 1• ahon b7 

the statement of David Fra~el in referring to religious service• tn '

the 1ohool, 
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•A quiet •ortb.7 of imitation and a aol8111l 4•Youtn••• 

rules in tbia •7Jl&gogue ..... (Sulamith 3sl:lu.) 

!he rabbi• took pains to ahow that thea• alteration• 

did not tranagreee an7 rabb1nioal enaotmenta. These were •light 

ohanges but they were the begining ot the reform a0Yem911t as a praoti

oal aoh1eYement. 
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The aohool aervice met with so much favor that Jac

obson went further ill molernizing the aerTioe. Re built a temple in 

Seeaen at th1• own expen••· Be organi1e4 a choir and had an organ 

plaoed in the temple. rhus he hacl done all in his power to make the 

servioe of real s1gn1f1oanoe and meaning to the men and women of hia 

day. Re had 1ntro4uoecJ German awmons, German hymns, and s .. me German 

pra7ers. Bia German sermons were an improvement upon the Rebr!!t_ ones 

that had been the order of the 4ay. The7 had been entirel.J' out of 

keeping w1 th the spirit of the t 1me. 71hat had been called preaching 

was either an explanation of rabbinic obserTance or a fantastic ezp

lanation of Biblical passages which in many oases, most of the aa41-
~ 

ence oould not understand oWing to their 1g11oranoe of Hebrew grammar. 

His sermons, on the other hand, did attract s ome to the synagogue, 

who would otherwise have be~ome entirely separated frcm it. 

It is 1ntereating to note at this time, that no 

changes were made in the prayers. Such might have been expected in 

consi deration of the stand of the Assembly of Notables in Franoe, 

as for example when they deolared their loya l ty t o the lani of their 

rasidenoe and olai med French oitizenahip, they might have given Qp 

their prayers for a apeedy return to Palestine. They might have been 

willing t o eliminate all mention of the sa~rifioial oult trom their 

prayers, but no actual ohange took place at thia time. It s eems 1hat 

there is usuall7 more conservatism and things move more slowly in re

ligious spheres than in other phases of life. 

But of course, it must be remembered t hat Jacobson 

could not forget the age in ll'hich be l ived and the oonsenatiYe atu4 

taken by t he great maj ority of the people. Re could not baTe given 

vo ice t o more radical views, i f he had posse••e4 them,~n4 one oan 
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nei ther prove or disprove auoh poaaesaionJ•ithout raising an almcat 

overwhelming atorm of opposition to everything that he proposed. In 

other words, to aeoure anything at all, he had to begin slo~~ and 

grad11&lJ.7. A.a lt was, he faoed bitter oppoaition and enmit1• We •ill 

see later that his opponents went so far as to have the government 

close his synagogae in Berlin as an iniwvation deatraotive to the pub

lioe welfare. Ria moderate reforms in Seea1n were opposed moat •1go

rous~ and to auoh effeot that King Jerome reprimanded Jaoobson for ~ 

his ardor in reform (Graets, Riat. of J .. a, Vol. 5, p.562) probabJ.7 

on complaints by some of the J..,1. Samuel Eger of Brunswick (diei 

1842) ezpresaea the conviction that by employing German prayers and 

hymns, the Hebrew language would fall into disuse and finally die out, 

and the bond uniting the Jews dispersed throughout the world would 

thereby be relaxed • 

.4.s a natural result, therefore, because his work 

waa the begillDing of reform and beoauae he had to face suoh opposition 

it oooured that Jacobson's reforms were largely changes in the form 
th.~ 

r!dat.erA1n the spirit or the content of the religious doctrines of the 

Jew. ?lhere there had been disorder and confusion, he introduced quiet 

and decorum. Bo talking was allowed during aervioes and a spirit of 

devotion and reverence resulted. There were harmonious hymn.a in Gir

man. The a1rvices were read in the vernacular and eyer1thing waa 

arranged to faoilitate the congregation understanding the ritual ful~. 

Eat no f~ndamental change or alteration took place in divine aervioes 

under Jaoobson. 

Nevertheless, it might be said that he did a great 

deal for the services. It is true that Joseph ~olf in 1806 had inau-
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gura ted preaohing in German in Dessau, but it was Jacobson that rein

trodQced preaohing in the T•rnacular in such fashion that it became 

a wideal.7 adopted practice, and aided 1n carrpng ont the fundamental 

aims of the aerTice. In general, the J .. iah religious ••r•ioe falls 

i nt o two main divisions - 1Dlltrnct1on and prayer. AB far baok aa the 

time of Iaaiah, t he people gathered i n the courts of the Temple to 

receive instruction from the prophets and to pray. (Iea. 1:12-15) 

Jacobson had assi sted t he instructive power of the synagogue b7 add

i ng the sermon in the Ternacnlar. Be bad also increaled the spirit 

of devotion and prayer by making the prayers more comprehensible to 

the people when t hey were phrased in German and by maintaining order 

and decorum in t he public servioe. Thus he actually helped a great 

deal in improving t he ef ficacy of the religious service. 

Moreover, be did mach to beautify t he synagogue and 

mak~ the aerv!oe and attendance at worship more popular. Re intro

duced an organ into the Temple. Instrumental musi c in divine services 

had oeaaed with the destruction of t he Temple. Musi~ was prchibi,ed 

generally in token of mourning for t~ ~e deatr1.1ction of J eruaalem. ex

cept on f estal oooaaivns and espeoiall ;t at the marri age ceremuny in 

order to delight and make happy t he bridegrocm and bride. It appears 

that t he organ was employed in nuptial oeremonies which took place in 

t he synagogue. ~rgans had been placea in the synagogaes for a long 

time. une had l ong been a fea ture of the Alt- new Schul at Prague . A 

new one was built there by a Jewish donor in 1716 (luna, Gottesdienst

liche Vortrlge, p.476.) The Shulhan Aruk (vrah Chay i m 338:2) allows 

non-Jews to play the musical instruments at weddings on the Sabbath 

of th e week in which a wedding occurs. in honor of t he bridegreom and 

t he bride. But despite the faot that the organ had been in the a1na-



gogue for so long a time, it had not been 118ed in conneotion with the 

religious services. 

The modern organ in Reform synagogues as an access

ory of worshi p was first introduced by Israel Jaoobson at Berlin in 

the new house of prayer whiob he opened f or the Shavuuth festival, 

June 14, 1815. Re was attacked by the orthodox party because of this 

and hia other reforms. They oompl.Ained t o the government that new 

and dangerous innovation• wer e being started in the new synagogue 

that would deatroy the fou.ndationa of true religion and undermine the 

government. .ls a result of 1beae charges, the house of worship was 

cloaaed by t he government on uctober 18 , 1616. 

...., . 
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It oan read1}7 be a.nderstood from the last mentioned 

inoident that Jaoobson co1.1ld not haT• gone muoh further than he did. 

However, eT•n with suoh limitations placed mpon him. he proTe4 that he 

was .keenl7 alert to the needs ot hi• time and possessed the neoe••U'Y 

amount of initiative and energJ to oTercome obstacles and to at least 

partially sati•fy such needs. Thia was the case with confirmation. 

Among other part• of the ritual that had lost their full signi fioanoe 

to the people, he recognised the change that had taken place regard

ing the oeremony of Bar 1!itavah 1 and as a substitute for that oeremon7 

he initiated the ceremony of confirmation. 

He perceived that the position of woman had changed 

since Biblioal and Talmudioal 4&J'S• She was no longer almost an in

s i gnificant obJect 1 being counted far inferior to a man in ever7 way. 

Rer place and posi tion had improved until she deserved more ooll8i4er

at1on than ahe was receiving. It was only right, therefore, that she 

aho1.1ld be given some place in the religious life and in the doings of 

the synagogue. She had been ignored t oo long. She had not counted aa 

an individual. lier testimony and her judgment had not bee"considered 

equal to that of a man and in the re~gious life, she almoat did not 

exist. 

But this ooneeption had been#outgrown altogether in 

real lif e. It wa too fu~damental a fact and too important a change of 

relationship to permit the old and ontgro1'1l oaatom of the ancient •JB
agogue to obtain oompletel1· Some aola!owledgment of the new condition• 

had to be made. Jacobson peroei ved the opporta.n1t1 of making a •tart 

toward auch a reocgni tion in the ceremuny of confirmation b7 confir11-
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1 ng the girla •• well aa the boJ•• 

Graets blame• Iarael Jabobson tor having introduoed 

among other synagogue reforms, the tonfirmation of boye and . girl•, 

which, he says, "ha• no root in Jdaism." How far modern thought baa 

ratified Jaoobaon'e etep is shown by the preyalenoe of the oeremo117. 

In the opinion of reto~ Jewa, confirmation, like the organ and other 

. innoyationa traoeable to non-J .. iah sou.rcea and aaeociattona, len4s 

an 1mpressiTeness to the initiation of the yotng into their anceatral 

religion which the bar mitsTah 1n1ti tat1on has loat, owing to the un

familiarity of the ohildren with liebrew. Beaidea there••• no pro

Y1s1on for a solemn consecration of the Jewish maiden to her rel1g1oua 

duties. Confirnation waa the first atep toward t-e official recogni

tion of woman as a member of the aynagogae. 

While many urthodox leaders object to oontirmation 

either on the ground that it has been borrowed from the Protestant 

Church, •here it is alao but a reoent deYelopment and not at all ohar

acteriati cally or typically Christian,or on the baais that it contra

dicts the pri nciple that the Israelite is pledged to Judaism through 

the oovenant of Mt. Sinai, by his birth, there ia nothi ng in the rite 

whioh is not thoroughly in harmony With the spirit of Judaism. It 

does not mesn initiation into the faith, or admission into the Jewiah 

community, but is a solemn declaration of the candidates, after having 

been imbued with enthusiasm for ttieir religion, to be resolTed to ltT• 

as Jews and Jewesses. For this purpose, after their rel1g1ows senti

ment has been awakened and strengthened, and their minds have been pre

pared for their becoming faithful members of the Jewish oongregat1on, 

uf society, and the sta te, confirmation comes as the solemn grad11at1oa 
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from the achool of religious and ethical in.strQotion. and is 1nten4e4 

t o co!l8eorate the 7ouag to their datiee as J .. a. It appeals not onl.7 

to thoae oonfirmed. but to the entire congregation. and thereb7 beoom .. 

f or all a renewal of the Sinai covenant. 

It is intereeting to note in this connection that 

Conf irmation has become one ot the moat important religious ceremoniea 

of the religious calen4ar. It seems to produce a more lasting effeot 

apon the adolescent boy and lirl than a ny other phase of his religioua 

or moral training and is indeed a culmination of his religious educa

t ion. It also produces more intereat among the adults and especi al l y 

the family of the confirmants than any other of the holy days exoept 

new Year's 4a7 and the Day of Atonement. For this •• can be thankful 

to the wisdo~d the initiative of Iarael Jacobson. 
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True, we oannot thank Jacobson as h• were one of the 

greatest men ot our faith and did more for thoee of his faith or ae11 

in general than &IQ' except a limited few. But even though he did not 

rise to •uoh height• of greatness, even though we ooul4 not proolaim 

him as a second Israel as llaimonidee was aoclai~ed a eeoond Moaee, 7et 

we clo reoogniu that he marks the atart of a new era. Be may hne not 

been the real cause of the refoa mgyement. Re may have only giTen 

word and voice to the uderlying, clo~mana yearning of the dq. But 

the important thing ia,that he was the one that did give expression to 

these yearning• of the Jew to aclapt himaelf to the world in which he 

lived. He was the on~ that ma4e ttle actual atart toward accomplish

ing things. It was through hi s help, through his vigor and energy, 

that the movement of reform gained its impetus. Re had commenced the 

liberation of the Jews from the intellectual pri son house created by 

their sufferinga and the isolation of the Ghetto. lie had begun the 

movement that was to free them from the dictates of the Talmud and the 

Shulahan Arak and the binding hand of outgrown custom ancl ceremonial. 

It will be admitted that he did not strike hometo the 

great principles of reform. He had not been a scholar and cl1 d not 

possess the historical baok~round and material or the method of ap

proach that would have enabled him to achieve the results of a Geiger. 

But by his work, be prepared the way for other men. He. by his work, 

pointed oat the imperative need for the great task that they un4ertoke 
I 

of showing that the reform movements was the l•gical outgrowth and re

sult ot traditional Judaism. ~e made things easi er for them, if 01ll7 

by the fao~ that the start had been made. 



That Jacobson ia rightly 4e•erTing of the greate•t 

possible praise, there is little or no 4tubt. He deyoted all his 

life an! all hie great powers to the aohieTement of noble ana loft)' 

enda. I.a Felix Lasarus baa said, (Xonatachritt, Tol.58-1914-p.86) 

"Hi• great, noble soul waa entirely filled With the 

pureat love of humanity. lo aaor1f1ce was too great for him, no lab

or too difficult, no amo'1Jlt of money unobtainable when it went to re

lieve the unfort~nate of hi• wretched fellow believers."" 

Or u L.Horwits has expresaed the aaaie thought in 

his book, Die Ieraeliten '1Jlter den X8nigre1oh Westfalen. p.8, 

"He(Jacobson) had spent the beat part of his life 

and a great part of hie wealth for the refinement of his people.• 
"0' That hi• effort• were~misapent but that they aoooa-

pliahed muoh ia shown by the rank which Ph111paon gives hi• in hie 

Book, The Reform Movement in Judaism, P~25, 

Jaoobaon•a claim to the first place, in point of 

time, in the history of the reform movement in Judaism is baaed upo• 

his effort and his ••ooess in making the aervioe attraotiTe to 1DaJl7 

of his oontemporariea. '?he true signifioanoe of thia earlieat effort 

lies in the attention it arouaea to Ule poseibility of giTing Ju4ai .. 

a publio expreaaton sympathetic to the liTing generation.w 

It is not f1r3 purpose to multiply favorable ooan.nta 

upon the work of Jacobson, without end, bot rather to avoid the some

times tvo favorable ideas and bias that one acquires in atm4ying the 

life of +azi, whoa he admires, by bringing in the opinions of other•. 

who are aathor1t1ea in thia matter. ETen one who oppoaed him and 41•

liked his work, H. Graets, admitted his sterling qualities, (ibid. Tol. 

6, P• 661), 

"H• was especially fitted for the lea4.rsh1p of a 
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new part7 b7 his attachMnt to hi• faith, hi• admiration tor beaat7 

and extel'Jlal qualit1e•, his aot1Tit7, wealth, and high position." 

In other word•, we •ee from Graeta that he ha4 th• 

higheat qaaliti••· We aee from Laaarus, Rorw1ta, and Philipaon that 

he uae4 theae abilitl•• to the utmoat and we UD4eratan4 why the Jew

iah Eno7olopoedia rank• him aa the pioneer among the leaders of the 

reform moTement, (vol. 10, P• 862.) 

"In aa far aa ·~ one individual oan be ore41t•4 •1th 

being the pioneer of the movement for 1ntro4uo1ng reforaa into th• 

S7J1&gogue, that ore4it belongs to Iarael Jacobson.~ 

It may be ob~eote4 that he did not intro4110e the real 

thorough-going reforms, that his aame is only oonneoted with changes 

in the form of Tarious parta of the service. BoweTer, it is interest

ing to note that the first reform paayerbook 11Wed by a Jewish oangre

gation, that of the Hamburg Temple oongregaticn, issued in 1819, was 

dedi~ated to Jacobson as the father of the reform movement, &Dd he waa 

looked upon by the people of that day, as the inspiring spirit of re

f orm. 

Whi l e the Hamburg congregation did not assume the 

l eadership and the r ank, that it might have had, in the service of re-

form, it oan be oonaidered as having pointed the way t "' the re:t orm 

of the prayers and the liturgy and thus started t o give expression 

t o the basic principles of the reform mowement. ~heir reforma were aot 

consiatent through-out. They had been made as a protest against rab

binism, yet when the test came they sought to Justify their reforaa 



from the rabb1n1oal •tandpo1nt instead of standing full7 an4 1noom

prom1a1ngl7 upon the right of instituting such changes of custom and 

inte~tation as the mod1fie6 requirement of the day demanded. Thi• 

was but natural ainoe Judaism had been i4ent1f1e4 up to that time and 

held to be synODiJllOGI •1th Talmudism. 

lor were they thorough-going in the reforms they 

?Dade. Some pra7ers for the reatoration of Zion and the ooming of a 

deliverer 1n the person of the Messiah were omitted while others were 

retained. The compromises were unsatisfactory, J:et it can be sa14 

that the introduction of the first reforms really sounded the death 

knell of the authority of the Talmud as the absolate rule for Jewish 

prsotice. They meant the reign of progress and change over the rule 

of the dead hand of the past. They pointed to the victory of the re

form movement as inevitable. So, we may say that Jacobson being ~ook

ed upon by the people of his time as the inspiring spirit of the Ham

burg reforms, may be considered as the inspiring spirit of the reform 

movement. 

uur final oonolusion, therefore, is that hie aer-

vi ces were of great ac ... 011nt and that his reform ideas were important 

i nf luenoes in the life of Judaism and the Je*iak community. Re, hi•

self, was an energetic, intell igen\ and capable man. 4e possessed a 

f or ceful personality. Hi~ ai ~s and ambitions were high and worthy and 

be was most enthusiastic in carrying them out. Re did the best that 

he could acoording t o his knowledge and his ability, and if we oGDeil-
th~ 

er the cond1t1oll9 of the time andAhandioape, under 11h1oh he laboerel. 

we must admit that ha did a great deal. 
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