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Wit hin these valle 

Keep hol7 time , 

Re 1 a vholl.T Thine 

Within t hese wall•· 

Within t heae valla 

Let friendship apread, 

Keep Thou t he pled&• 

Within t heae walla. 

Within these walla 

Keep Thou t he light--

Keep Thou t he right 

Within these walla. 



• Within t hese vall• 

Xe6p God enahrined. 

In heart and mi nd. 

Within t hese vall•· 

Within these vall• 

God apread t he truth~ 

l o age and youth, 

Within t hese wall•· 

Within t hese vall• 

Keep hol;r time-­

Keep Thou A.nd Thi ne 

Wit hin t heae vall•· 

Joa.J.Sterne . 
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lrmgprg;!IOI 

On a 8helf aurrowided b7 aiecellaneoua boob and 

paper atand 6 -roluea of record•· '1'houch ina~ificant 

1D •PiMl&rance, 79t they contain mach information which, 

until thh date, vu aTailable in no other aource. It vu 

the intent of the writer to 82C8rpi a few feet• from the• 

in the courae of his •tud7 of •The Khto17 of the Jen 1D 

San Antonio.• However, the material therein proved ao 

interesting and enlightening that the original thea1a vaa 

t•poraril.7 abandoned and these volume• became the object of 

intenain reaearch. 'l'he reaulta of t hh research are herein 

presented with the fervent hope that •!he Hhtory of llefora 

Judaiam in San Antonio• will make it• contribution to the 

deeper insight and understanding of the growth of Reform 

Judaism in America. 
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Chapter I 

In \he BegizmiA« 

lo• •nenty 7eara -co. on Sundq. Kq 31. 1874, 
l 

twentr-•ix 11eJ1 aaaembled at the Odd rellow•a Hall in 

San .btonio. Taaa. to cona14er wqa and m8D8 of erectil:lg 

a Rouae of Worship where t hey and their fu111ea could Join 

together to continue the faith of their father•• 

At thia ti.me, San .btonio vaa little more than a 

frontier Tillage; its population of inhabitants represented 

a moncral aaaort•nt of a4Tentarera left OTer from the Cinl 

War. a maJoritT ot Mexican•. and a handful of pioneer• who 

enTiaioned a eucceHful bo.ainea1 center. .-Ong the latter wre 

the :tounder1 of t hil Oongregation. many of whom contributed 

material.17 to the growth of thil present metropol11 of 350,000, 

and ~ whou name1 are recorded aolely in its minute1. Rich 

and poor alike, all were dedicated to perpetaatin& their re-

liglon. 

It is quite apparent that even before thi1 a group bad 

met together t o consider t he problems invo1Te4, for this firat 

recorded meeting vaa called •to take into consideration 

the plans submitted by Builders for the erection of a Rouae 
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of Worehlp.• !he ••tin« 1\Hlf, recorded 1n the beautiful 

handwrltbg ot B. OppenhelJler who vu elected Secretary, 

wu not called a congregational. •••ting, but a "Meeting of 

•ubecrlbera to the Bu1ld1n« ~d to erect a Houae of 1'or­

eh1p. • At thia aeetbg a tupora17 Preaident, I.. Veith, vu 

cbOHD and he preHnted to the group the plaJla which had been 

aubaitted thaa tar. After conalderable debate the pl.di were 

not accepted and the Building CODlllittee wu inatructed to 

obtain plans for •a SJD.Bgoeue not to coat more than lUeven 

or helTe !houaand l>ollara in Cou.• The So.bacrlption Comllit-

tee waa inatructed to aacertain 1how much can be raiaed b7 

loana among the member• ptqable 1n Bonda of the Congregation, 

aaid Bonda pqable at t he option of the Congregation within 

t1Te 7ears and bearing intereat at ~ per azmu.• !rhe aen 

aeeti.Dg waa then •cheduled tor the following !bur~ eTen1ng 

and there being ao further b\18iness, the aeeting vu ed-

journed.. 
. 

Whether or not there bed been a place vhere t hey had. 

aaaembled for vorahip, in a residence or hall, cannot be 

ascertained, but it seems ob't'loue froc this report that 

pre't'lou1 aeetinga had been held and committee• appointed. 

Al•o, it ia interesti~ to note that the tunda for 

the erection ot the Houae of Worahip were AQl. to co .. fro• 



donation• but from interest-bearing loaa1. 

Jut fiTe dq1 later, on 'fhur14q ennin&, June 4, 

1874, the 1ched.uled meeting or Subecribere to th• Building 

Jland. vu held at the rea14ence of L. Zorlc. .t.t th1e meeting, 

the Sub1cripUon Committee vu urged t o continue it1 work 

and to •1olicit further dopation1 both from I1raelite1 and 

out1ider1.• !he members pre1ent reeolTed t o fora themeelTe1 

into a •Congregetioa vith temporary orgmiisation,• and 
2 

proceded. to elect temporB17 officer1, each elected by 

acclamation. .t. committee Vil& then appointed to draft a 

Con1titution and BT-Lavi, and the next meeting vu 1cheduled 

for the f olloving SWldq. 

On Sandq, June 7, 1874, the •Meeting of Hebrew Congre-

gation• took place. !he Con1titutional Committee gaTe it1 

report (note the epeed of it1 action) and the Pre81lble and 

f irat eight article• adopted a• read or amended. 

'!'he Preamble clearly indicates the eincerity end 

dedication of the founders. 
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BJ'-Lawa ot the Congregation Beth-~ 

Preaabl• 

Ve, the 1ub1criber1, tor the parpoH of perpetaatinc 

the cause of Jwi&iu in all it1 HHnUal parit7, and 

that we aq cherilh and promote U1 great an4 fundamental 

prlnciple,--the rock upon which our andying faith b founded,­

the belief in, and the vor1hip of one God, haTe a1tablilhed 

thil Congregation ander the Daill• and 1t7le of the •concreca-

t i on Beth-Xl.1 , and tor our goyernment haTe adopted these 

BJ-1-•· 

Article 1 

O!ticer11 

!he Ofticer1 of the Congregation shall consist of a 

Pre1ident, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, Marshal 

and a board. of ?our !lr111tee1. 

Article II 

Duty of President 

It 11 the d~ty of t he President to preside at eTer, 

meet1Jl8, execute every lav, aign all varrant1 on the 

!reasuey, have charge of the ofticial seal, appoint all 

comm1ttee1, vhen not otherwi1e proTided for, to 11.gn all 
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ott1c1al document., and g1Te the casting Tote; and he 

•hall b7 and under the adT1ce of the Truateea, have the 

superintendence of all reli«ioua matter• in the Congrec .. 

t1on, and of the ceremon1ea, except a• herein otherw1H pro­

nded tor , and ahall preside at all meetings of the 

Concregetion, and of t he :Board of Trusteea • 

.ut. 3 

Dut7 of Vice-Jtreddent 

The Vice-Preeident ahal.l exerciae the pover1, and perfon 

the daties of the Prea14ent 1n caae of the death, rea1gnat1on, 

abaence or other 1ncapacit7 of the Preaident. 

Art· 4 

Duty of the Secret8J7 

The Secretary •hall keep the follovhg book.as a minute 

:Book, in which he abal l record in the ~iah lang~e the 

proceeding• of t he membera at their meeting•: a L~er in 

which he shall keep the accowita of t he membere, proper 

book.a in which be shall enter the r eceipt and expenditurea: 

and such other booke aa miq be required. He ahall 111ue all 

notice• and bill a, collect all moniee, and turn same OTer to 

the !'reasurer, countersign all warrants and order• signed b7 



_,_ . 
th• Pr••14en,, prepare 'be n.rioua reporh and pertora all 

other 4ut1•• perta1n1.Jac to hil office, or which M¥ be 

nquired. of hill by · the Co11erecat1on. 

~. 6 

Dutiee of the !reuurer 

U ehall be \he clut7 of the !reaeurer to keep a correct 

and faithful. account of all receipts and expenditure1: to 

J».7 all warrant• a1gned by the President and Secretary, and 

to keep all book• belongin& to hie office, vhich lhall at 

all timea be open to the inapection and examination of th• 

Board of !rUateea and the 11nance Cor.llllittee. The !reaaurer 

ahall not be deeoed t o have accepted t he office, and •hall 

not di.charge aZJ:¥ of the dutiea of t he same, unle81 and until 

he ahall fi rst haTe g1't'9n to t he Congregation a bond, ex.cu­

te4 by himaelf and sureties; conditioned for the faithful 

perfonaance of hie dutiea, the form, amount of penalty aD4 

auff1cienc7 of aach bond to be appr o't'9d by the Board of 

Trustee a. 

A.rt. 6 

Dutiea of karahal 

The karahal •hall collect all bill• iaau.ecl to him b7 'ha 
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SecretaJ7 and bmaedlat•l.7 fleT ewer t o the Secrete.J7 all 

JIOniee collected~aerTe all notice• on member•, and perfora 

each other duUH u aq be required. '7 the Prelident. Be 

8hall receiTe u coapeneaUon for hh ••rricee One Band.reel 

Dollar• per ann~-snd for the faithfW. performance of hie 

dutiea he ahall be requ.ired to gin bond in 1w:h an amount aa 

~ be flzed b7 the Truatee1. 

Art. 7. 

~ection o:t Officere 

Sec. 11 The Officer• ehall be ann\18117 elected for a 

tera of on.e 7ear, on a joint ballot, b7 the membera of the 

Congregation. 

Sec. 21 !he 1a1d an.nu.al election• ahall be held at tha 

meetin& room of the Congregation, not ezceeding 15 d~• after 

the general meeting and no other bu.tines• ahall then and there 

be transacted. 

Sec. 3& All election• ehall be by Bel.lot and a major1t7 

shall elect an:r officer. 

Sec. 4& !he member• of t he Congregation 1hall receiTe at 

leaat fiTe d&T• notice in writing of the time apyointed for 

holdinc the 1a1d election•• 
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An· 8 

Sec. la T.cuciH in the ~a1"4 of lfruteea aball be 

filled b7 the Prea14ent of the Congregation. b7, and vi\h 

adTice and apProval of the ftllahinc !ruteea. 

Sec. 21 fh• office of ail7 !ruahe who abal.l abHnt 

hiaHlf fro• three aaoceaaln Metince, shall, unleaa aaUe­

factoey esc\laH are ginn, be declared vecant by \he Board of 

iTuateee. 

!he1e f1r1t e~t article• of the Con1tit\ltion contain 

little that ia out of the ordinary except perhapt in ih 

providon tor the office of Marahal, a paid emplo7ee vho vu 

to be elected by t he Congregat i on and considered aa one of 

the regular otficer1, and it• limitation of the Truatee1 to 

four in n.uaber. 

On June 9, 1874', at a meeting at the President'• houae, 

the remainde~ of t he origine.l Conat1tut1on vu read llD4 

approved. 
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~. 9 

Dv.tle• and Povere of !rum\••• 
!he Board of !ru'•H ahal.l haTe the entire charg9, 

control, dlrecUon and aanagemen\ or tba attain of the 

Congregation, and •ball ad.opt and carr.y out all mea1ure• 

and proceedings nece11a17 to promote the 1ntere1t1 thereof, 

unle11 othe"'i•e herein provided. Th•T shall keep accurate 

record.a of t heir proceeding• and, of t.he Standing Collllllitteea 

annuall.7, to the mecbere at t heir meeting. 

Art. 10 

Charge age.inat Officere, Members 

In cue chargea are preferred by three member• againat 

an officer or •mber in the intenal between the annul 

.. eting•, t.he Joard of Tni.etees •hall •elect n Committee of 

at leaat three at their firat meeting thereafter, from the 

members at large, to 1nTeaticd• t.he •ame, which co•ittee, 

eh&ll uaaine rltneeaes for both parties, and •hall ad.mU th• 

accu.aed and accuaer1 to be preaent, either in per1on or b7 

couneel, and 1hall eubmit a report of the teatimoDT had before 

them, toget her with their concluaione to the Board of Tru-t•e•e 

vho, if the 1a1d charges be 1uatained b7 thea, •hall, vithill 
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10 4-f• thereafter, convene a general Meting of the Mmber1 

of the Concngation, to condcler and act 11pon the report of 

the ea14 Collllittee. 4'Dd the Board of Trnatee1 upon rece1T~ 

1ach report •hall haTe power, b7 a three foa.rthl TOte, to 

aupencl the .ccueed, 11' an officer or emplo79e, from office, 

until the d~ci1ion a.nd determlnnt1on of the 1&id charge b7 

the Mllben at 1uch general ••Ung. And U the 1aicl .ccaaecl 

be a Mmber of t he Concregation, he •hall be liable to the 

fine and penaltiea in accordance vi.th the 1tatute in 1uch 

caae1 made and prorld ed. 

A.rt. 11 

!ruatee1 not to be compen1ated 

lo Trtl8tee ahall receive ~ compen.aation for eJl7 

eenicH performed b7 hiJ:I in aDT capac1t7 for the Concrega­

Uon, nor 1hall he be, d1rectl7 or indirectl7, interested or 

concerned in any profit or emolument derived from the bua1ne11 

of the 1aid Congregation. 

A.rt. 12 

Meeting• of !ru1tee1 

!he Board of 'lruateee 1hall meet once in thJ'ee month1, 

end mlly adJourn the 1aid meeting• from time to time. tu 
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l'rea14ent •hall call apecial meeting• of aaid Board. when 

requeate4 1n vr1t1ng ao to do, b7 three or more !ruateea. 

In cue of refual or failure on the part of the Preddent 

to call a:rrr auch apec1al meetlnga, v1th1n fiTe daT• after 

the receipt by him of aa1d written request. the officer next 

in rank, under the pronaion of these B7 Lava, ahal.l haTe the 

like power. 

Art. 13 

Member1h1p 

A1q peraon viahi.ng to become a member of the Congregation, 

ahall apply for that purpose in vriting to the Board of 

Trustee1, vbo, if the applicant be recoI!ll!len4ed by them, shall 

submit such election to the membera at the next general meeting, 

for approT&l or rejection: but in no eTent ahall auch per.on 

ezercile ~ of the ri&hta and privileges, or enJoy the adTanta­

gea and 111J111Wl1tiona of membership, until he has aubacribed hi• 

name to t he Conatitution and ahall haTe paid the fee for 

membereh1p, aa 11181' be heree.£ter fixed by the Congreget1on. 

Art· 14 

Duee and 'f aua 

See. la !he Board of Truateea, shall aubmit to the 

membere, at eTery annual meeting, for their confirmation, or 



•13-

o\her ection, a report conta11ling a detailed atatement u4 

edlaate of llOD97 required for the enauilag 79ar, wl\h 

apec1t1cat1ona of 1teaa mid obJecta of expend1turea, an4 

\he rate of uaeauent on the MObera thereof, for the 

ra1a1ng ot the aame, and eTeey •mber ahall pcq au.ch taxea 

or du••• aa ah.all be anAWlll.7 uaeaaed or iapoaed. in accor­

dance v1th th• proTiaiona of t hi• section. 

Sec. 21 All u•eHmenta and taxea ahall 'be due qo.arterl.7 

and 1'91'able in a4Tance , commencinc with the firlt dq of Mq 1n 

•Tel7 7ear; and a member tailing to ~ hie duea or aaae1amen\ 

for tvel ft monthl ah.all be declared in arrear•. and ahall 

forfeit al l rl&ht•. pr1Yilegea and immunitiea of aemberahip, 

until the •aid arrears are paid. 

Mt. 16 

Jlighta of Member• 

.t. aember unleH herein othervla• prorided, ahall baYe a 

richt to Tote in all questions at t he meet1n«• ot the Con&re­

gationa he 1hall haYe all the rights and pririleges of D1Yine 

\1orah1p 1n the aJDSgogue, vi th his f amil.7--excepting hla 

children under the age of au yearaa hie children mq be 

con.firmed am4 inatra.cted thereof at r ates to be hereafter 
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acreed upC>ll and aball aleo haTe the right to be IUJ't'ied 

b7 the minister of the Congregation, on obtain1ng a 

written consent from the Pree14ent and on pqment of the 

f eea. 

Art. 16 

Special Meeting• 

Sec. 11 Special meeting• of the members shall be 

called at 8ZJ.7 ti.me by the Board ot Trustees, or by the Preai­

dent on the written ~quest of fiTe membere, and in case of 

refusal or failure on t he part of the President to call aa14 

apecial meetin&, within fiTe daya after t he receipt by hia 

of auch written request, the officer next in pcnter and rank 

reapectiTe17, ahall have the right to cell au.ch special 

meeting, and in case of refusal or neglect on their part to 

call 1uch meeting within three claye after the receipt b7 

them of said request, &n7 three members •i&ning aach request 

shall ha.Te the right to call such meeting. 

Sec. 2& The Secretary •hall cauae at least two daT• 

prerloua notice in writing of all aeetings to be g1Ten to the 

membere of the Congregation, and it shall be the 4ut7 of the 

Secretary, to notify each member of the nature of the buaineaa 

to be tranaacted at each epecial meeting. 
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Sec. 31 A quoraa eutticient tor the tran.eaction of all 

bueineaa ahall eoneiat of !en Kea'bera entitled to Tote. 

Art. 1'1 

Bitul 

!he Jlitual or aerrice of the Congregation ehall be in 

Con.formit7 vith the preaent refora aernee of the United 

Ste.tea. 

An. 18 

Order of Buaineaa 

The order of aenicea at all meetings of the members aball 

be aa follova, but the order mq be au•pended by a wte of the 

l!l8J ori tys 

1. BeediDg of the Minutes. 

;3. Election of Meabere. 

3. B.epona from Offieera. 

4. Reports from standing committ ee&. 

5. Reports from Special Committees. 

6. ColillllWlicationa read and cited on. 

7. Hi1eel l aneous Bueines1. 

An. 19 

Rules for !ranaaction of Businea• 

Bo queation shall be stated unless regularly moTe4 aD4 
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•econded., nor open for clebate until atated by the Preai­

denta 8114 tlhen a queation 1• before the Congregation no 

aotion ahall be rece1Te4. 

Sec. 21 After U7 queetlon baa been decided, ucept 

one of indefinite poatponement • aq -ber .tio Toted 1n the 

att1raat1n, aq, at the aa11i1 meeting move a reconaiderat1ozi. 

btit no debate on the main queation aball be allowed unlee• ao 

reconaldered. 

Sec. 31 .Ul qu.estione unleu herei n otherwhe ordered 

ahall be determined b)' a maJori t7 vote. 

Sec. 41 heey member ah.all have t he prinlege of apeakinc 

twice on the a1UDe sub ject, but not oftener without the permi aaion 

ot the Concrecation, w~ich ehall be had without debate. Whezl a 

member intend• to apealc, he shall r i se in hie place and reapect­

fllll.7 ll'ldreaa t he chair, confine hicself t o the question, and 

aToid peraonelitiea. Should mor e th.an one riae at the aame t~e, 

the President ahal l determine who 1a entitled to the tlool'-

froa vhoae deciaion in thia caae t here ahall be no appeal. 

Sec. 51 ?io peraon ahall be ~u.aed from voting unleH 

peraonall 7 i ntereat ed 1n the decision, or by a majority vote of 

the aembera present. 

Sec. 61 In all casee of ballot, the Preaident mAy vote; in 

other caaea he ahall not wte unless the members are equa.117 



diTided on 81)7 question. 

Sec. 7& he17 resolution ahall be reduced to vr1 ti1'g, 

vith the mvera naM attached thereto, which ahall be t'eCOl"­

ded in the Secretaey1 s Boole • 

.ut. 20 

Oomn1ttee1 

After the general annual election, the Preaident •hall 

appoint the following committee•& 

A 11nance Committee , cona1st1Il8 of three member•• 

A School Committee, consisting of three members, 

A ll.itual Commit tee, consisting of two membera, 

beeidea the Tice-President. 

Art. 21 

Duties of t he Finance Committee 

The finance Committee ahall meet at least twice iA eve17 

year, and aa often as t he Preaident ah.al l call a meet1D8 of the 

said Committee, and &hall keep minute• of their proceeding•• 

It ahall be their duty to examine all t he booka and vouchers, an4 

to audit the accounts of t he Congregntion. 



School ot Bel1g1ou lnatraction 

Sec. 11 !he echool tor rel1g1ou inatru.cUon ahall be 

ander the auperTiaion and management of the School OolDlllittee. 

Sec. 21 It abal.l be the duty ot •aid Oomaittee to make 

all regulation• nec••aa17 tor the goTerm:ient of •aid echool, 

and to Tiait the aa1d echool regularly at atated perioda. 

!hey ahall expend and dieburee the monies appropriated by the 

Board of !rusteea for the maintenance of the aame. 

Sec. 31 !he M1niater of the School •ball be Superintendent 

ot the achool, and hi• dut1ee ahall be aa f~llowa1 

He •hall direct and regulate the course 

of studiee for the different class••• 

Sec. 4: !he aaid Committee 1hall r eport annually t o the 

Board of Trustees on the condition of aaid echool. together 

with euch recommendations ae they- ~ deem worthy of adoption. 

Art. 23 

hpulaiOD 

Sec. 1: A member mtJ¥ be expelled for A1J:¥ or either ot 

t he following cauaea: 

let. ror a Tiolation of the By--Lav• ot the Congregation. 
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2D4. If he bu been conrlcted of 8117 crilll1nal oftenH· 

3rd. !'or groaa m11coD4act. 

Sec. 21 To ~l a • mber, written charges and specific~ 

tion1 auat be preferred against him by three members, and a 

copy of 1uch charge• and 1pecif1cat1on1 shall be forthwith 

·aened upon him. Such charges ahall be 1ubmitted to the Board 

of !ruateea, vho aha.11 take action thereon, a1 herein before 

prorlded. 

Art. 24 

f inH 

Sec. la !he President ahal l have power to impose the 

following fines: 

Sec. 2: J.n:r member leeving a meeting without permiHion 

of the presidin& officer shall be fined one dollar, except in 

caa• his leaving shall break up a quorum, when he ahall be 

fined fiTe dollar•• 

Sec. 3: Af17 Jllellber who shall sign hia name to a requisition 

to the President to call a meetiQC, and who ahall fail to be 

present at the opening of such meeting, ahall be finea five 

dollar1, unless 1atilfactory excuaea are given. 

Sec. 4& The Pre1ident shall have t he power t o fine a:rq 

member fo r disobedience or dhorder, in an amount not exceedbc 

ten dollars for sq one offense, and for continued disorder, auch 
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••b•r ahall not be peraitted to talm part in the buaineH 

ot the aeeUnge, and N:¥ be removed from the .... by a 

aajorU7 wt• ot the •llbere present. •o appeal ehall be 

takell froa the 4.eciaion impoeing auch f inea, but the Board 

of !ru.eteea ma;r remit the .... on petition. 

Sec. 51 liJq member dhturbing ~e public vorahip or 

1nt~ on the regulation• of \he Board of truateea, after 

haTiDg been du.J.7 notified t o be fioed. tvent7-f1Te dollan. 

Art. 25 

Alteration of By-Lawe 

ADT propoaition to alter or amend the follovin& By-Lawe, 

or e:AT or either of thea, ahall be aubmitted in writing, 11gned 

by at least three membera, and read at the regular or special 

meeting of t he Congregation, vh1ch aaid propoaition ahall lie 

over until the next regular or apecial meeting, vhen it shall 

require two-third• ot the vote• of the melllbera present tor 

ad.option. 
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I n these articles , the following should be noted: 

Art. 13--i·iembership 

No one can enjoy t he rights of memberehip "until he 

has subscribed his name to the Constitution and shall have 

paid t~e f ee for member ship." This erticle reveals a two­

fo l d requirement fo r me1::bership. ( l) T'r:e member must sub­

scribe to the Constit 1.it ion, t hus indicati ng his acceptance 

of t he beliefs contai ned therein. Since t he Preamble contains 

a cer tain formula of faith, t his represents a creedal r equire­

ment. (2) The other requirement i s financial. The member 

must pp.y e certein fee and t here is no allowance for member­

shi p to i ndigents. 

Art. 15--Right s o!' li:er.ibers 

This indicates that the President alone hes the power 

to permit the minister t o perform wedding ceremonies , end 

that even mem~ers must pay a fee to t i1e CollGr ega t i?n f or this 

service. 

A.rt . l 7--Rit ua.l 

This clearl:r reveals that from t he very ·oeginn~ t he 

Congregation desired to affiliate an~ i dentify itself with 

the Reform Movencnt . 

T 



-23-

An· 23--atpallloa 

!hie prori.llon vu never applied in the h1eto17 of the 

Cosagregat ion. ottenee aa a 

ground• tor ezpalelon 1e 110et wiuul. 

!he practice of fining waa aparingl.7 ueed. There are 

on17 a few cuee being on record, and these dealt onl7 with 

abeentee Trueteee. !here 1• no record of fining tor m1econ­

dact. 

On Wedne•daT eYening, June 17, 1874, the entire Conet1-

tution wae read and approved and a meeting vae echeduled tor 

the !0110"111& Sund81'• 

The Hal and enthuaium of the member1 had enabled them 

to make llUCh progreu, for 1n the course of three veeke a 

Conetitution had been adopted; committeee had been functioning 

and eYerything eee .. to have been going smoothl7, 7et for 

aome 1trange reaeon (perhaps the heat) tor two coneecutiYe 

Sundq1 the meetings were poatponed becauae of the emall 

attendance. Final.17, howner. on Jul.7 5, 1874, the lone 

awaited meeting took place and the firat permanent organi:u~­

tion vu formed. 
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Otficera were electe4; a Bulldin& Comittee vaa 

a11thorise4 to get blda for a •)"Zl8gOg118 and echool roou 

not to acee4 $12,000. A •eal wu ordered tor the C~ 

gation and a Jleeolution vu pueed that the Concregntion 

j oin the Union of American Hebrew Congregations. Ieaac M. 

V1ee, through a reaolution, vu aa.thor1ae4 to repreeent the 

Congregation at the next meeting of the Union. Thus, froa 

it• Ter'T inception, t hia Congregation desired t o become a 

part ot the llOTement of liberal Judaism that vu eTen then 
4 

beginning to take ehape. Of the fort7-tour Charter umbere, 

three were born in Rueaia or Poland, eeTen in the United 

Statea, two or three in Al.aace Lorraine, and the r emainder 

were natives of Germany, aome ot whom had been actiTe in the 

beginning• of liberal Judaiam t here. Under theee circwutences, 

the trend toward Reform we.a a natural development which met 

with little opposition. 

HaTing decided to f orm a permanent Congregation, it wu 

but natural that they began to face t he problem of finding an 

i.Jamediate place to worahip, at least for the High Holy DeY•• 

and ao at a meetiD& in September, t he Board vu authorised to 

select a auitable place to worship and a Ritual Committee 

wae appointed•to arrange t he mode of worahip.• It i• anfortll-
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nate that there ta no record of this firat hol1~ aervice 

of the f irat permaunt orcu.11ation for the ain.utea atop 

there and continue Sept. 27, 1874, with no •ntion of what 

took place. 

!hat there vu a aen1.ce, hoveYer, waa 1n41cated in 

the reporta which were preaented at this meeting. The 

expenaea, $11.00 spec., were far below the amount collected 

by the Marahal, $41.50 apec. & 2.00 cy. , for the holitUq 

aerrtcH. (The charter members were for the moat part 

comparatively wealthy aerchanta. A barber and a peddler were 

included. but the rest were wool merchanta, whole•alera, 

diatributors, bankers, and mercantile owners, who founded 

aome of the largeat an~ moat proaperous buaineH•• in tilt• 

co1D111Unit7.) Perhapa thia waa due to the fact that a 

Rev. M. Sniderman refuaed the donation of the Ritual Committee. 

Whether or not he was the firat rabbi to officiate for Congl"e­

gat ion Beth-XI must remain a matter of speculation • 

.At this meeting a •icnificant step was taken, for the 

Congregation adopted t he •Ceremonies of the Minhag .America, a 

portion of which means that we worahip with our hat• off. 1 

HoweTer, not.only did they paaa this resolution, but the7 

added another which interpreted the wearing of a hat ucep\ 

by the minister or reader ae a constitutional offence au.bject 
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to peult7. !hie reeoluUon reade aa fo1lovaa 

1Beaob·ed that hereafter at our prqer ••tbs• we will 

enter our BouH ot Vorahip with our hah off, and further 

that all ri.11tora to our Oozagregation--ezcept the lliniater 

or reader--be requ.eeted to keep their hah off or be con­

e14ered a1 Tiolating our Oonetitution and BJ-Law•, and eubject 

them to the pena1Ue1 u prori.ded by our ConatituUon and B7-

Lot. • 

!hb reeol\lUon vu adopted by a 16-5 TOte. One of the 

necatiYe TOter1, s. Morits , a learned 11a11 who had preri.oual.7 

offered hi• Hrri.cea to t he Congregation u a Hebrew teacher, 

proteated 'ficoroa.aly and demended that hit proteat be recorded. 

in the a11U1iea. When ve conaider the fact u 7et there ha4 

not been formed an orthodox •Jl18goeue, and there it no recorcl 

of &n'¥ tJPe of orthodox eerri.ce until 1885, thi• vu iDdeed a 

draatic step which clearly worked a hardahip on the few 

orthodox Jeve there and marked a permanent barrier which would 

preTent thea from entering the eerTice and participating in it• 

act1T1t1ee. !hi.1 vu to be be7ond the aha4ov of a doubt a 

Reform STnagogue. .Uthough there are record• of Tarioue finea, 

t here ii none lbted tor the aboTe cauae. 

In order to meet current expenaea, an uaeHment of 761 wu 

lnied upon each member, (indeed a humble beginning.) the 



•••••aunt wu increued 'b7 fO# per •ab•r at the un 

meeUnc, •oT. 15, in order to pq due• to the Union of 

American Hebrew Co~egationa. 

After UDT bid• were eubmltted and reJectecl, t1nall7 on 

•o•• 29, 1874, the !rut••• were authorised b7 a concreca-

tional Meting to enter into a contract tor building at a 

coat of $12,000 11Ccorcl1ng to the accepted plane and epeciti-

cation• eu.baitted; the pqmenta and finaDciJlg thereof to be 

determined b7 the Board which, at lta ••ting two weea before, 

had cre£4 to permlt the :Building Committee to 118.ke pro rat& 

aeaeaementa from tlme to ti.JDe on the aabacribera to the 

!uildlng J'und. !he contract.or vu required to turnlab Hcurit7 

e:o4 accept u part pqment the :Bonde of t he Congregetion tor 

S2000 at ~ 1ntere1t per annum, PBT•ble at the option ot the 

Concrece.tion vlthin tvo yeara. 

!he 'b111ldlnc of t hie Temple vu regarded u an oblicatlon, 

not merel.7 for the local coJllDWlit7, bat tor all who vere 

interested in the cauae of Beform, !or a committee of eiz 

proainent •mbera vae appointed to aol1c1t aubacr1pt1ona tor 
5 

the :Building Fund ln liev York, :Boston e.nd Ph11a4elph1a. 

Proa Dec. 2"1, 1874, until Hq 22, 1875, all of the 

11Ctlrit1ea llUlt have been carried on by committees tor there le 

no further record of board or congregational meettnc• between 
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thoH datea. !he coJSittee to aolicit out ot tow 4onationa 

mv.at have •t with aome aucceaa tor their report wu re114. 

a YOte ot thenka enendecl to th .. , and they were reappointecl 

to continue their work. The Prea14ent nported on th• 

Pl'OCftH being -4• on the conatra.ction ot the building an4 

t he financing thereof, am it wu reao1Ye4 that the loua 

av.bacribed thv.a tar be collected on or before June 15. an4 

that aortcece bonda or the Congrecation be iaau.ed u of 

June 15, 18'75, p&Table e.t t he option of the Congregation within 

fbe 7eara bearing 7f, intereat per annma. 

!he ection ot the President 1n having authorized the 

lecturea of a Rev. Alex Roeenapi tz vaa approved and twida were 

allotted for thea. A JDOnth later, an invitation vu extended 

to JleT. laae.c K. Wiae to visit San .Antonio and dedicate the 

S)'Jl8COg\le--the viait not to begin before Sept. lat. A 

COJllllQllication of Re..-. M. Greenblatt from Shreveport, La. 

eolicUlng correspondence 1n recard to hie •ploJJDeJlt u 

minister wu relld lllld a reply sent to hi.a stating that the 

Congregation could not consider entering 8ZJ¥ proposal• until 

the7 were more fully organized and t heir building completed. 

At thb meeting B. Oppenheimer wu elected a representative to 

the Union Council 1n Buffalo. B.t. on July 13, 1876. 

At the election. vhich took place on July 11th, the HM 



-2&-

otticera were reelected b7 .colallation and Juat a f ev change• 
6 

Jllllde in the !oarcl. 

Aa the time for the dedication of the Temple clrev near, 

the CODCJ'eption •t once epJ.n (Aug. 22) and appointed a 

colllllittee to handle all neceaaar,y arrangement.. A wire wu 

aent to JleT. laaac K. Vbe to ucertain poa1t1nl7 whether or 

not he would be there for the occuion. An organiat vu to be 

•D£ace4 ( thia indicatea the u.ae of orcan in the aen1.ce) and a 

choir vu trained for the Pll'PO••• 

On Sept. 5, the laat meetinc waa held before the evenillc 

of the great event. A committee waa appointed to receive 

Rev. J. 1. Gutheill of lev Orleana, La., mo waa to deliver the 

dedicatory a44reaa. and a resolution waa paeeed. urg1nc all 

I1raelite1 to cloae their bu1ineaee1 in honor of thi1 occaeion. 

•Resolved. that the Iaraelitea of San Antonio be reapectful17 

reque1ted to cloae their placea of bulineBB during the dedica-

tion ceremonies and aervices at the Temple Beth-~ from J'ridaT 

Evening, Sept. 10, 1875 at 4 o'clock until Sat\lJ'dfq zYening.• 

The Temple Dedication vaa a signi.ticant eTent. •!be 

Congregation met pursuant to call at the Temple, when the ke7 

waa formal.J.7 delivered to the Preaident and the doora throWD 

open, whereupon the dedicatory sen1.cea were begun, conducted b7 

Rev. J. x. Gutheim, aesiated by Rev • .Al.ex JiOaeupitz•• 
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~or '1aree 4-T• preTioua to thia eTent, the followiDc 

San Anton.lo Dail.7 bpresa 
Sept. a, 9 a. 10 

Pe"eatiop of the l!bm Temp].• on Jm lridtr 

!he cle41cat1on of the Jewish 'remple will take place 
next 1r1.dq eTening according to the following& 

!he •llbere of the Congregation and their f aailiee, u 
wll u all the in.rited gueete. will aaHmble at fin 
o•cloclc P.M. prec1eel7. and will be conducted to their 
aeata b7 the Collllllittee of Jleceptlon. At fifteen minute• 
pe.et f1Te o'clock, the cloora will be cloae4 an4 after 
thie n.o one will be e4111tte4. At half-put f1Te, the 
preeentation of the kq ot the Temple to the Pree1clen.t 
1>7 lliH Hannah Hal.ff will take place• after which th• 
millbtere bearing the Scroll of t he Lav. preceded. bf 
ten 70ung girl•, and escorted. by the President an4 Joa1'4 
of !ru1teee of the Congregation, vill enter when the 
ceremon.le• vill comence ill the 

l. On arriftl at the portal• of the temple. lleT. Ala 
lloeenapits will epeak lleh tonh. Ohole'ho Toacob. Bow 
&00417 are !bT !ente, O Jacob. !h7 !abernacl••· Oh 
Iarael, Etc. 

2. While the proceHion ucend.a the plattorm, the choir 
will •illc •Lut up Tour Bead• Eternal a.tea.• 

3. Introd.ucto17 prqer b7 ReT. J. ~. Go.theta. 

4. Pealm C ill Hebrew and. Kncl.19h b7 lleT· .t.lex Boaenapl ts. 

5. Kn collOCho bo-elohin, •!here 1e •one BeaS4ee !hee, Oh 
God.1 , bf the choir. 

6. •Kear, 0 brael1 • exhortation b7 Kie• Johanna Koeni&heia. 
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?. •mi- Tiaroel and Zcho4 &lohea', Bur llrMl, 
Oar God 1a One, b7 the choir after vh1ch '1ae ecroll 
ot the law will be clepoa1'e4 in the ahrin•• 

e. I.echo ed4oaoi haggadalloh, •to •••• 0 Goel, belOJIC• 
Ch'eatnea1 an.cl K~t.• 

9. Prqer b7 111H Jlimde Jlru)c. 

10. Paalm XXIX in Hebrew, b7 the choir. 

11. Oration b y JleT. Dr. Oa.the1L 

12. Jlecalar Jlridto' enn1Jac eenice cond.acted b7 ReY. 
Alex BoauapUs. during which Pul.11 JDII in the or1c1Ul 
will be •unc b7 1.e .... A. ROHlllPit•· 1Let larael'• Oo4 
be Bleaae41 b7 the choir lllld the eenic• be conclallecl b7 
the beeuUtlll ~ •God Ot Iara.el Ve More !hee• b7 a 
quartette, after which the Congregation will be cl1am1aae4 
with th• Aarollitic bles•iD«• 

Sept. 8th--1ame except la.et part ehortenecl to Begular 

J'rid.q EYening SeZTicea, conducted by JleT· Alex Jlo1en1pUs, 

acl '!he Whole Hnice and ceremonie1 will not lut llOH 

than two houri.• 

lolloviag the dedication on Suurclq, thi1 enthuaiutic 

report e;ppeare4 in the paper in prominent feature: 

San Antonio Dail7 ~reee 
Sept. 11, 1876 

Teaterda,y afternoon, at 5 o'clock, according to direction 
in the publiehed programme, lnrge crowd.a of people from all 
quarter• of the c1t7 began to preBB tovarde the Jewiah 
!emple , frontit11; on !rari1 Sqaare, to v1tne11 the declica­
tion. !he beautiful builcliDg vaa aoon filled to the utmoet 
capecit7 of its percanent eeata and the aielea en4 all 
Tac ant 1pace1 were filled vi th chair• to eccomioclate the 
eTer increasing throng. 

!'be Congregetion pre1ent vu compoeecl ind11cr1minately of 
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Jews and Christian&, Pr ot est ants and Catholics, and all 
joined r everent ly end devoutly in the solemn and im­
pressive r eligi ous services of the hour. The only 
difference bP.twr ••• em ~as that the Chr i stians included 
mentally in t .• e .1.r participation in the service, fai t h in 
Jesus as the Christ, while the Hebrews "looked for 
anotherl It wes an honest and unavoidable diffe~ence , 
held on both sides in the utmost charity and good feeling. 
And t his f riendly intermingling of Isr eelites and Chris­
tians in t he same public worshi p, so unusual, and yet so 
friendly . hee.rty. seemed t o impreu all t :-tinldng persona 
present ae prophetically significant of a vas t and 
glorious change for t he better in the temper in whi ch 
religious ques tions ar a discu~&ed . 

As showing the kindly feeli ng oanifest upon the occasion. 
we may mention that the magnificent choir which did the 
splendid eingillG duriJl6 the services was cocposed of J eviah 
ladies and gentlecen, ana ladies and gantlemen from the 
Christian choirs end ~rem the ~ercan singing societies. (~ 
list and description of some of t~e singers was give~. ) 

The Christian clergy of t he city wer e given reserved seats 
near t he pulpit and those who attended cordial l y greeted 
Dr . Gutheim at the c onclu.;ion of the service, in response 
t o hi s elegant and t ouching &r eeting t o ~e Christians in 
the exordiwn of his ~iscour se. 

The U:ipressi~n upon the audience ::lade b~ ell t::iese things 
was profow:t and tender . ~e confess. t~at fo r ourselves. 
~e were never ~re deeply i mpressed •~th the exceeding 
excellence and beneficient inflUP.nce of fric~do~ip, b~:>t~erl7 
kindness e.."l<l chari ty. not\1it!lsta.ru!ing the cost r c.Cica.l #!M 
irreconcilable diffennccs of opinion i:i all our l ives. \ie 
trust never to f9rget the l esson of yester dey . 

The geotleoen of the precs were &iven r eserved seats , aloQg­
side t he Christian cler~. end treated vit~ the respect due 
their r es?:>nsible calli:'lg• 

~e belo:l(; tn that class of C~r~stie:.£ ..tlo QO jOt oelie•e in 
the efforts sooeti.oes oa.de t o convert J6'6's t:> t he Ct ristian 
:faith . GoC. !las spec iel charge :>f t.lta t wonderful people , ae 
rmich so no· ... . and in all Cleir d i spersions, as !le had in the 
deys of Abraham, Hoses and David. Hucan ,.isdoz:i c-.mnot 
d.1\ije iiis purposes in r egard t o then, nor assist 3im in Bis 
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counsels . Let a J ew be a true J ew and a Chri stien a 
true Christ ian and stand in their r espective lots 
unt il the time of the "restitution of all thi ngs." 

Then, on a separate ~e were inserted the following 

re:nerks : 

l~essra . OPPenhe imers and Berg won the audience at the 
Templ e yesterday by t hei r cou:-tesies . 

The singing at the dedicati'n of the Hebr ew Temple yester­
day was charcing. San Antonio is ahead. of any city 1n 
the State in the cultivat~o n of mus ic. 

The band of little gir ls, dressed i n w~ite, who mp..rched into 
the Jewish Temple yesterday and for~ed fa.ciI:.g t he pulpit , 
acted t heir part admirably. The two 'mo recited t he prayers 
were models in the way of youthful elocution 2.lld fervor. 

Rev. Mr. Rosenspitz , t~e officieting minister at the Jewish 
service yesterday, was ver/ i~pres~ive in his menner of 
utterance. 

Rev . Dr. J. K. Gutheim1 s discourse was printed in this 

copy of the papel'· It was based on text of openine ve r ses 

of sixteenth chapter of I saiah beginning--"Arise, give light •.. " 

Notice on Sept . 16 

Dr. Gutheim' s sermon as publ i shed i n the Daily end Week:.y 
Expr es s has been called for by a great number of people. 
The Dail.v contain i ng it i s out, but we have a lot of Weeklies 
on hand. Send for the:n soon. 

There were so many demands thnt it was reprinted in a 

weekly edition. 

Thus, a little over a year after t he f i rst mee tiIJ6 , the 

Temple was erected and the Cougrega t i ':>n had its home. This 
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vu a 7ear ot .chln••llt tor the hud.tul that U4 f1r1t 

Mt tor •tu Pd'PO•• ot perpetu.tiDc the caue of Judai .. 

ill all 1\1 ••Hntlal paritT. u4 that ve aq cheriah -4 

apoll 111h1ch our ~ faith 11 toun4e4-t.be belief ill ad 

the vorahip of ou Goel.• 
!hie aarkad t!w CODClualon of the flrat pat Of tb9 

H11to17 of !eapl• Beth-n. 
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Chapter II 

!ha Dq8 of tba l'1ret Temple 

Jut two 4lif'a after the exclt••nt ot the d.edicat1011, the 

firat concregatioDAl meetlDc waa held in the !eaple in order 

to diatribute the peva. !hla meetim,; waa wll attended and the 

reeul ta gratUTing. !he aun.er of 41epoeiftl of thea, recomnended 

b7 the Jk»ard, vaa *1opte4, UMl.71 the peva were to be 8014 to 

.. bere onl.7• !he price• thereof were to be determined b7 '1119 

JoaJ'd mccording to their range and loca11t7. !hey were to be 

aold at auction at a llinimwll fixed price, the bonu OTer th• 

fixe4 price vaa to be paid in ca.ah, the balance to be paid in 1, 2, 

3 or 4 7eara in inatallmenh of ~ per amma at each time• aa 

fixed b7 the Board. Peva were to be aubject to yearly aaaeaament 

at their fixed Talue in order to •et current a;penaea. !bl 

auction 1mmediatel7 took place. !hirty-aenn pewa wn 8014 with 

fincl price• rancing from $150-$500 and bonuee troll $5 to taoo. 
!he highest total paid, inclwliag pew and boua, vaa $?00. A 

total of $12,ad vaa raised 1n thie faahion, of which $2160 

vaa in bonuaee or c88h. Since there were 60 pewa, there vaa still 

space &Tailable. 

A fev veeke later it vu decided that a aingle man who 

deeired to belong to the Congregation auat P87 $26.00 before 
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s igning t he Constitution , whereas a married man had to Pa:/ 

$50. 00 , but i n cases of poor financial c . . ...:ist ances, t his 

could be r educed t o $25. 00. Both mecbers and non-i!le~b~rs 

could r ent pews for one yee.r et a price to be set b~ the 

~oard . Thus , it seems t hat t here were f our types of Temple 

participotiou: 1. Membership without pew ownersh ip or r ental , 

2 . Membership with pew o·wnersh ip, 3: Members!1i p with pew 

rental, 4 . Non- member with pew r ent al . Al l mcobe.rs had t o 

sign the Const itution A.!ld pey t he f ee . The budget for t he yecr 

1875-1876 was set at $3100 and included $1800 fo r the minister 

and $300 for t he choir. It was also determined t~et 12~ of t he 

fixed price of pews be collected within 'SJ d.t>~S (besides the 

bonuses ) :?lld the remainder by Dec. 24 . This "-'Ould giv.: the 

Congregation s\!fficient cash t o p ay current expe~ses and pert 

of its indebtedne ss . I f the n:nount wer e pai d in ful l in cnsh , 

t here was a 7~ per year discount and c1ngregr ticnal oonC. s cc.uld 

be accepted as part payment o: t he r emainint', 75~. Rev. A. Rosen­

spit z was paid $75 for musi~ furnished (perhaps he had. acted as 

Chazan) . A pew was re~ted t c M. LF>.nde::tan f or one year at $'.:;5 , 

certninly a nomincl fee i n lie\! :>f t he fixed prices . 

At a subsequent meeti D? , the Boar d ' s recon~endati o n of 

Rev . A. Rosenspit i as mi nis t er (with salar;v of $1200 per yee.r 

and duties includ~ng t e~ching of Hebrew twice a week and f r ee 
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relieiou.s instruction) was rejected and a resolution of 

gr &titude was to be extended to him and a copy cf s8Jlle 1nser-

ted in the Israel:..te (a9parently the !)Ublicetion was well 

known here. ) 

Whereas , the Rev . A. Rosenspitz during his sojourn aIJong 
us es Religious Teacher has ardent ly worked to r evive 
and foster the spirit of true r eligion and pure Judaism; and 

Whereas , the so.id Rev. Gentleman offic iated on t he occas i on 
of the Consecration of our ne"· tem?le and on the following 
day of Memor iftl. and Day of Atone::1ent to our perfect satis­
fect i on end edi!ic3tion , P.nd 

Whet"eas, his discourses both in Enc:;lish and G-er:ian were such 
as t o enlit;hten and instruct uc in the divine , lofty end 
ideal pr ecepts of our forefathers; therefore be it 

Resolved, t hat the thrulks cf this COflGregei ion ar e due and 
~he saoe are hereby tendered to t he Rev. Alex Rosenspitz 
for his e fforts in behalf of t he pr oootion of the cause 
of r eliGion among us ; f.llC be it f urt r.er 

Resolved, that as far as our acqua i nt ance and experience 
r eaches, we can and do her eby cordially recommend the 
suid Rev. A. Rosenspitz as an able l!inister and teac:!er 
and an intelligent Expounder o: our faith enc be it further 

Resolved , thet these resolutio~s be spr eed on the oinutes , 
je publ i shed in the 11 Americe.'l I srRelite 11 a..1d a certified 
copy of sane be ha."ldeli to t he Rev . ·.,entlemen. 

Sig~ed: Solomon HD..lff 
Abe 1'iic!lel 
Dan C)!>enheiJ:ler 
A. 5 . Frenk 

The resol~tione f or Rev. Rosenspiti certainly i~ no wa..v 

corresponr.ec t o t he Congrega tit;>n 1 s r ejecti:::1 •Jf hi m. Perhaps it 

can be u~derstood if we note that !·.is r eco.cmenC.ati :>n states his 
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abUU7 to preach in a.run llD4 -llah wile the f olloviAg 

114. mlch ,,.. aleo to be luerted in the lar .. llte. atatea 

only a dealre tor ~lah aermou. 

Vat.a. by the Congrecation Beth-n. Sa .btolllo. !nu. 
(Minhec America) a ainiater capable of reed.inc the 
prqer1 an4 preachiag in Wngllm. Salar.r $1800 coill • 
.lpplicaUon1 with reference• to be directed to 

B. Oppenhelller. Sec. 

In apit• of it1 eerly enthuaiaaa. the Congregation maat 

have had troable with ite collectione, for a Marlhal. vaa appoin-

tecl, with a mas:1mum eal&r;y of ~20 a month, to tend to these 

dutie1. JJothln& of importance occurred for 1enral montba. !he 

President resigned at one meeting; hie resignation wa1 tabled 

and at the next meetill& he vu presented vith a gold hee4ecl caa.e 

and then continaed to fwic~ion. The Board. appealed to the 

Con&regation to investigate by Tarioua means the candidatea who 
7 

had applied and t o report back t o them. l'ridq eTeniD.g aervic•• 

were bein& held \.'ith L. Veith, one of the actiTe lqmen. aervitig 

a.a officiating miniater. After four months of this (1eb. 13, 

1876) the committee appointed t o commanicate with applicant• 

"had not 1ucceeded in obtaining a aaitable one,• and aince the 

s ervices were costing $11.00 a week, the Congregation voted to 

discontinue Frid8¥ evening 1ervice1 antil a 11 m1ni1ter vaa 

elected.• The choir and organist were notified of thi1 de­

cision. The Temple waa clo1ed on :rrid.B.j evenings. 
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!'h• desire to vorahip together vaa atill man1feat for 

in March 00 cy vu approprie.te4 tor Mrric•• ru4ere4 b7 a 

Jtay. l3enaoa and he waa 1n'rtted to continue the aenic•• \he 

followinc J'r14.q eYeniDg. &arl1er that aonth, l.eT. I. L. 

Kaser of Bouaton had been iDTitecl dow '<> delher a lecture 

vi th hie expen••• paid. !hat he perfo rmecl this ••nice vu 

indlcated by a reaolution of gratitu.d.e aent him on jpril 22. 

!he Ooncregation, tired of thil clelq in aecu.rUg a 

rabbi, fiDal.17 in June appointed a committee with tull authori­

ty to engll£e a minister, but the holid.aTe puaed with t.he 

m1niaterial. poaition 1till unoccupied. The holiday service• 

were conducted by lq read.era, uailtecl b)" a wlunteer choir. 

After a lengtq correapondence with Bey. Man Mo1ea ot llew 

Orleane, he came on trial duriJJc t he latter part of October. 

Rovner, on Oct. 24, 1876 an application of Rn. 13. •· Jacob• 

wu read and it vaa 10 impreadTe that h• wu elected unanimoua-

17 for one year at $1800. Jley. Ko .. a vu informed of thia 

action and at laat the matter 1eemed settled. 

All appropriation va1 made for the choir and other financial 

arrancemente were ma4e to insure a 7ear of progre1a. An 

ad.ditional levy of 7~ of fixed value for current expeneea waa 

....... d. 

An election vaa held on Jan. 3>, 18?? and the officer• 
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elected were to preaicle until the October election. At 

thia •AM •ethg. eTery •mber DOt owl.Dg a aeat vu 

usesee4 $12.00 a 79er. 1A order that each a10it uaam !a.19 

full financial reapon1lb1llt7. 

'l'h• new .a.inlatrat1on called a ••tiDc 1A March to 

di1cua1 the formation ot a concrecatlonal echool b~t the 

matter vu tabled becaua• of laclc of attendance. At thiH 
9 

meetln& vu recorded the tint uae of finea. four fruateua 

bel!Jg fined tor DOt attending. 

Whether or not Jl.ey. Jacobi eTer came to San .tintonio u 

acheduled cannot be determined. i!lere 11 the record of 1~ 

Prealdent beiDc authorised to coJlllllWdcate v1 th th• Prealclent 

of th• Shrnepon CoQCngatlon in regard to Dr. Jacob• (ISept. 9, 

18'1?) and then a record of hie reelection here ln Oct. ?11 187'7 

for 6 month• but nothiDc more. !hat he aerre4 thi1 latt•sr term 

11 clearly Udicated by a notice given him Jan. 24, 1878 1 !ho.t 

\hla Cozagrecatlon doH not intend to continue the aenic•H of 

a alAiater at the expiration of hie enga&ement.• Boveve:r, hia 

tera mat haft be•A enended for on Jan. 28 he vaa grantied a 

lean of abaence •1012g enouch to complete hi1 object.• 

On April Ith the Co1a1recation reeolved to d11penae 1with 

the aenic•• of a miniater, but apparently hi• contract 1exten-

de4 ~til the en4 of Mq, for on Mq ?th hll DAM la 9g&.1A 
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broQC)lt up bunch u he vu •tlll ab•ent vlthov.t leaft• It 

vu YOted '° conU.n.u hi• -,., at11 the end ot the contract. 

then on Sept. 8th a letter c- ho• hi• ottering hie ••nic•• 

tor the hol14q. which offer vu declined. !bu the Congre-

gation finbhed it• relat1onllb1p with 1t• firat off1c1.al Babbl 

end the .;pproachiDc hol14q'e found them once caln vlthotlt 

spiritual lea4erah1p. 

!he 19ar 1877-1878 had not aeen JIBD1' a1gnif1cant ch8D.gea. 

So• aort of Rel1g1ov.• School work mut haft be• done tor a 

School Boar4 vu appointed ancl a reaolution puaed that non­

••ber• deairbg to eend their children had to apply to the 

In the October election the foJ'ller Preaident and V1ce-Prea1-
10 

dent were reelected. Later on the meJ1bera were told to P87 

their uaeaementa or be atrlcken from the record.a. Al~ l•TT 

vu illpo•ed on the peva for carrent ezpenaea. U vu raled 

that the $12.00 fee for membera not OWlliDc pew• entitled them 

onl.7 to the rental of one aeat and not an entire pew. 11nea 
11 

were a«ain imp>aed. !he aecret817 had been auapended on 

charge of withholcilDg duea; but he vaa later cleared ot thia 

charge by an inTe•ti&atlng committee. 

!baa at the 8Allual meeting of t he Congregation Sept. Z?, 

1878 thing• were at a atendetill. !rhe election of officer• by 
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anul"OU wt• of the Oo~t1on wa• poatponecl witil the 

Prea14ent ahoal4 orcler each elec,ion. 81.nce the Prea14en' 

didn't call an election, the ·~ o!f1cera cont1naed for 

!hla 19ar, too, wu -.rke4 b1' little recorded .ct1Tit7. 

AD u•eHment of onl.7 ~ on peva for· current ezpenaH w .. 

lerie4. All mpplication of th• !rWt.7 Methodiat lplacopal 

Church for uae of the !emple wu declined, but the7 were 

otf ered the uae of the achool room h i ita atelld. A delegate 

vu caln elected to the Union Conve1lit1on and the Onion dua 

were ordered paid (note their desire for atf111at1on nen lJl 

new of t heir circu.matanc••· 

~1Dal.17 1.n Jane 1879 a motion w1&a puaed av.tborislllc the 

Board to aecu.re a alniater for $1200 a 7ear hlote the reduction 

in ulaJ7 ottered.) A al.niater vu uot aecured for the holldqe, 

ao once ~ lqmen off lciated and "ere ualated b7 a wlunteer 

choir. AD election vu then hel4 1.n September and. the •-
12 

Preaident elected. 

!ha future ot the Congrecation l)rightened when on XoT. 9, 

1879 ReT• Iaadore Levinthal (apelled here J.oewenthal) waa 

elected aa alni•ter tor one year beg~lnning on •on•ber 10th. 

Little did the Congregation realize ithat thia would. maztc the 

becinniDC ot a ten 7ear relationahip in Wilch nch pr'OCft•• wu 



ude. 

In ol'der to .a aa.re that the fiuDD•• would be talcml 

care of• •l&ht recommen4at10A• were pu•ed a month later. Of 

tileae three are aoat •tcn1f1cut a 

Art. 4. Pew ovn•r• .aMz are conaiclered memben. 

!ha.a -berah1p ad wtlnc pr1T1legea were 

11.atted to tho•• vho could afford the mtntmm 

of $150 for a pew. 

An. 5. Strazagera, non-rea14enta onl7 are allovecl '° 
occuw ••at• free ot charge. Thia proh1b1te4 

ree14ent• vho die!. not pq from occuPT1ng aeata. 

Since there 1• no indication that tNI app11e4 

to the holic!.819 onl7, we can aaaw:ie then that 

enn for the J'ridq ~ening aelTicea a reai­

dent could not come in 2Dd worahip unl.•H he 

were a member, a ••at or pew renter or unleea 

unable to pq u indicated by the follow1Dg 

article. 

Art. 6. Partiea not cona1dered able to P87 for peva or 

aeata are to be admitted by invitation from the 

Board of Truateea. 

!he Jlinlllwl 7earl7 rental fee waa not exceaaiTe conaid•rlnc 

that 1t waa fixed (Art. 2) at 15~ of the aaHaaed Talae (one pew 



ie coneiderecl WC> •eat•,) nor were the terms of eale exce•aiTe 

a• the~ were fized pqable at ~ mmaall7 (Art. lh hovenr, 

the principle Of not peraittiJlg wor•hiP to rea14ente \Ul.l••• 
they made •ome form of pqment, ia one which 1a contrar;y to the 

epirit of Judaism. 

!he firat 7ear'• relationship must haTe proTed •atiefactory, 

a f ev •mber• were 8'lde4, a regular organiat vu ent;aged, end a 

Sc$ool Board appointed. 

At the amuial meet~. Sept. 12, 1880, Levinthal vu re-

elected for one 79ar at a •al&r7 of $1500. Another election took 
13 

pl.c• with a new Preeident coming into office, and the Union do.ea 

ordered to be paid. !he Board, faced vith a financial problem. 

vaa forced to raiae the aaaeHment on pew renter• and pew holder• 

to ~~. and borrowed $500 to meet the current expen1ee until the 

DOnq vu collected. In order t o obtain more member&, the 

following reaolution waa i:iaeeeda 

•Whereae there are many ot our Hebrev brethren resident• 

in this cit7 and v1cin1t7 not belonging to ~ CoDgrec.­

tion, nor contributing toward t he eupport or adTanCeuent 

of Jwiaiem, 

Be it therefore resolved that the minister and other 

ofticere ot t hie Congregation shall not be permitted to 

attend. to the religioua wants of 8117 leraelite re1iding 
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ln thia city alx mntha, auch aa aarriage, contira­

tion, who doea not belong or contribute toward thi• 

Coagregation, unleea it 1• llallifeet to the Board of 

!ruteea that each part or pertiea are unable flnao­

ciall.7 to COM within the aboYe requinaent. • 

O.Ce acaS.n the Board took atrict action and one which •••• 

contra.17 to the apirit ot Judaiam, for this placed the Babbl 

1n the peculiar poa1t1on of baying to refu.e hia senicta u a 

111.niater to tho .. resident• tdlo were not attillatecl. ('l'hia 

reaolution waa neYer reTOk84 but vaa later diaregarded·) 

Other reaolutiona puaed during the 7ear indicate 80• of th• 

attitwlea and cuato.. of the time. For ezample, the resolutiOA 

lD regard to circwaciaion ie reYeal.~1 

•Vhereaa there ie the cuatom in Yogue here of .... 

plo71nc a gentile minieter as Hohel, be it therefore 

reeol'f'84, that our minister be required to offer 

proper priqer1 at each Milah ceremo1l7, 1t ao nqaested. 

by OZJ.7 contributor to thia Congregation.• 

J'rom this it can be obaened that u early aa 1880 the 

practice of emplo71ng gentile phTaician1 at circWDcleioaa vu 

alread.7 eetabl1ahe4. 

It Hema rather clear that tnd1tion1 were not too hi"1J.7 

regarded here. And 7et, the Board pae1ed a re1olution (followiDc 



the crantbg of a three wen lean of abaeuce to IleT. I.evinth.al) 

that Sabbath ••nice ahoald be continued, and the !ra.at••• 

ahould .ccept the naponaib111t7 of aeeing that the n9N1'14 

ap$g of •mben attended. !hie indicate• that they dill n­

cardecl a llin70n aa a prenqu1a1te to th• holding of th••• aetTicea 

(alao that the attendance on Sat~ morning waa not too aatla-

facto~.) 

D1lrlJIC thla 79e.r, on reb. 21, 1881, a resolution wu puaed 

requiring the attendance o! children on Sabbath morning, u wll 

aa on Sund.q, and alao requiring their attendance to the regular 

Saturdq mornilJ& aerrtce !ollowing t heir achool HHion. !he 

parent• were delegated with the naponaibllit7 of aee1Dc that 

their children followed their teacher• directly from the school 

to the Temple. Tluu in 1881, the two dq BeUcioua School vu 

eatabliahed in San Antonio. 

'!'he next eight 7eara contain little that ia notevorth7: 
14 

nev officers aaaumed their poaitiona; t he Concregation at one 

time resigned from the Union April 1884 (later reJolned October 

1887) : Rey. Levinthal 1 • •alal'J' waa ralaed yearly till it 

reached $2100 in 1884, at Wiicb figure it remained until he left. 

On Sept. a>, 1885, additional aaaeaamenta of $25 to $250 per 

member had to be made in order "that ve uphold our rel1c1oa 1il 

the City end maintain our ln1titution where the children cen be 



'aach' 'ha' thq an Iaraell,ea a4 where th• poor can be 

cared f~r aa .reva aa 'he7 ban alvqa been 1n the put.• 

Preaable vu the a.-, but the article• were aomevhat altered 

in maaber, arrangeaent and conted. 

Art. 1. included a aection •'atlng that •t!le mode ot 

worahip shall be according to the cu.atom ot 

~rlcan Iaraelites aa adopted by t hia CoJJgre-. 
gation.• 

Art. 2. added that the term of office ahould be for one 

7ear with the election taking place in !lahn 

and that the Preeident and Vice-President elect 

vould not aaawne their officea until Saccotih, 

vhereu t he other otficera were to aaeume theil' 

poei tiona aa aoon u qual.1t1ed. 

'?he President•• duties now included the granting ot IPez-

mite for the solemnization of marriagea for which he ahall 

collect a fee of t en dollar• from non-membera, and he ahall 

grant permits for free burial for indigent Iaraelitea.• 

!he Treuurer waa now required to make a quarterl7 report. 

!'he office ot Marshal vu eliminated u4 the aecrete.17 

aesumed his duties. being charged w1 th the ieeuance an4 collection 

of bills and the aeal ot the Congrecation waa put in hi• care. 
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!h• office ot Sexton vu a44ed· fhia pereon aeaae4 

reapoll:aibll1t7 for the care of the cemete17, grantinc pel'­

aiaalon for burial an4 aelection of crana 01117 on th• 

Pree14ent'• approval.. Be vu to be paid two clollar1 and 

fUt7 cent• for each interment from the pereon ordering th• 

burial, and 1n cue• where they were indigent, from the Cong~ 

cation. 

Under Member1h1p, it atate1 that 'az>¥ member of the Jewiah 

faith' vho del1red to Join the Congregation had to appl.1' to 

the Board 1n vritiQg, and purcb&ee a pew 1n the temple. Onl7 

pew owner• were al.loved to vote and hold of1'lce and obtain a 

f am.117 burial-plot. 

Under Pew Bentere (a new article), DO pew ovn•r coul.4 aell 

or rent hb or her pew. Pew renters had the right• and pri'rilece• 

only of DiTine worahip, Sabbath School and eingle craTea (DO 

voting or hold of officel) The atatement 1a recard to etran&era 

onl7 being allowed to occuw Hate in T•ple tree of charge vu 

incorporated in thi• article. 

Under 71nee: the eection in regard to finin& :Board member• 

tor non-attendance and regular •mbere tor leaving aeetiDc• vu 

omit ted. A fine of $25.00 could be lerled for uae of 1.lllproper 

language at azrr meetiQC, and &D1'0ne gailty of aieconduct coul.4 be 

reprimaD.ded, fined, auapended or expelled by the Board, and U 
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u:r of the•• Wl"Onga were co•1tte4 b7 mi officer, the l9oar4 

could clecra4• hill from office. 

Und.er General Loa (a UV article), (1) the annul. •et1Dc 

vu achedulecl beween lloah Baahonah ad Tom ~ippur. 

(2) A quorum vu aet at ta •ab•r• 

(3) ».e17 member preaent mat -vote: a refuaal vu 

counted aa an aftirmatiTe Tote. 

( 6) lhUd.ren ander t1Ye were not to be pena1tte4 in '1le 

!mple ~ l>iTine aernc••• 

A complete 1ection vu 1144.ed on Burial Ground•, but because 

th1• vhole matter became ao involved, the author 11 oaittillC 

th1• entire aubJect from the the11•· 

!he aection in regard to Rules for Tran1action of Buain••• 

vu enlarged upon and Cuahing1 a Manual vn1 to be the authorit7 

in all caaea of Parliamentary Law. The chazace• 1n 1t7le are not 

hereb:r noted aa they are not of au!tic1ent importance. !he 

month before, Article 13 in regard to meeti!lg1 was changed anA 

1t vaa nnen1moue!7 TOted that the annual meetillg vaa to be hel4 

on the tint Sundq in Mir¥• 

In 188'1, Rev. Levintbal submitted hie resignation, but with­

drew it at the »oard 1 s request. Be muat have final.17 left in 

1889, for in June of that 7ear the Congregation ad.Tertiaed again 

for a miniater. 



'1'he 114nrti••ent tor a llilllater (Jue 9. 1889) rell4 aa 

tollovaa 

•w.nted by Concrecation Beth-Sl, MSnh111 .America, SU 
Mtonio, !ex., a llWater competent to lecture la 
~lab, conduct ••nicea vUh cbolr -4 teech 1'1Dllllr 
School. Salary $1800 per azuma, traTelbg ezpeu•• 
paid to aacceaat\11. candidate Onl.T• All lfl)plicatiou 
llDlat be made in writing to s. Hali'!, Prea.1 

Though th• requirement• were more than before. the aal.&17, 

too, vu ldcb•r ao that in aplte of the varn1nc that t.he tra•f'el-

iQg expenaea of o~ the auoceaafal candidate would be paid, appli-

cation• came 1-e41atel7 from Georgia, PennqlYUia, Lou1aiana u4 

Mia•1H1pp1. !ha folloviQc .,nth (Jal.T 31), Re't'. Moaea P. Jacob-

aon of Macon., o.. vu unanimouel7 elected u labbi, and held the 

poe1tion until hla rea~nation Sept• 2, 1891. Daring hla period. 

u aiAiater, the regaler procedure vaa followed. Bev officer• 
16 

were elected. hi• aala17 wu raiaed to $3)()() in 1890 and to $2100 

1n Mq of 1891. jgain a Ohrhtian church (Baptist) applied for 

th• u.ae of the temple for aeTeral veeka on Sundqa and Weclneedq•, 

u4 t.hla time the re,uat vu granted. In ~at of 1890 a pre­

cedent vaa aet 1n that indiTidual aeata for tb8 holidaTa were 

aol4 at $5.00 apiece. 

Upon JleT• J.cob1on• a reeipation an 114 wu again inserted in 

the Iaraelite, and this time received an eTen better response , in 

no aall meesure due to the aalary off ered--$2100 per year. 

SeTenteen 11J>pl1cat1on1 were receiTecl from fourteen atatea; Bew 
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1' orlc, hw, O.orgla, BhOl!.e !eland, .Arlameu, K1ch1pm, Hal7-

lan4, Cal.Uornla. Xentaclq, lll1Ao1a, ll1H1a•1pp1, OoDAeCticut, 

lew Jenq ud Bl'itlah Colwab1a. 

Appal'ntl.7 then wen JlllllT co appeared and gaft trlal 

aermna, tor there vaa no action. taken. until Jan. lO, 1892 vhh 

JleT, Jtarber ot Macon., Qa, vu 1n.T1ted on probation. Bowrrer, 

he withdrew hb application an4 1n. 1ebrua17, Jley, llel'llaZl Zlldn• 

vu 1DY1te4 •to Tiait our cit7.• '!'hinge had come to auch a 

•ta«e that 1.n Karch a apecial ••Ung vu callecl .- the question 

vu preaented 'Shall thia Concregation continue it• organ.isationt• 

!he Congregation, b7 onanimoua Tote, decided to continue on, an4 

at that meetin& elected Xl.ldna a1 1te llabbl, al10 b7 unaniaou 

TOte. Strengel)r enough, tor almost a 7ear, there ii no •ntion 

ot hie name upon the record•· Then, in .April, 1893, an officer 

ot the Board waa appointed to confer with him becauae the Con.tiz­

mation Claes had been 411banded. However, nothbg eerioua c-
of this for 1n liq he vu reelected for another 79ar at the 

1ame aalar;y. .At that 1ame .April meetfn&, a new office vu created, 

that of Sbammea and Collector• with the duties of •Collection of 

due1, under the direction of the Seeretar;y and Treaeurer--actlng 

as usher, and to look after the details of the !ample. In c ... 

of death1, he shall see to funeral arrangements, procure markera, 

if necea•817· etc.• The •alaJ7 for th11 po11t1on we• to be $15.00 
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per month. 

An htereating note wa• -4• on \he Board ••the of' 

liq 13, 1893. 11ec. 6 prori4ee that etnmgere only- are 

al.lovecl to occuw aeata 1n !eaple free of charge and tbl 

hcrete.rr 1e 1utracte4 to notlf7 each Tehu41a who are 1.D. th• 

habit to Yi•it the Temple and not being Mmben, that Wll••• 

the7 rent or b117, are re<iueated not to Tie it the TellPl•· 1 

!hia la th• 01l17 reference to the enforcement of that article 

1n the entire hiator;y of the Oon&regation. 

Zlktna continuecl ln otflce from 1892 untll June 3), 1897, at 

Cich time the office of Babbi vu declared Yacant. At firet hb 
16 

relationah1p vith t he off1cer1 and :Boer4 vu amicable, but later 
1'1 

there vu aome friction between him and the aacceed.lDC of ficera. 

In 1896, the fir1t 7ear in which it 1e noted that a coronetiet 

vu engaged to plq for the holida,ya, a reeolution vu paaae4 

1!hat aeYeral lectures of late and eepeciall.y the lecture on 

Saturdq, Karch 21st by Jley. Xlkine are dhtuteful to thia Con-

gregation and that the Secretary be instructed to notif7 :ae.,.. 

~1d.na to d11pen1e with Saturday mornin& aerricea hereafter.• 

On May 3 , 1896, the Board reco11111ended that the Congregation 

decline to elect a Rabbi for the coming y-ear and further that 

the Concregation appoint a committee to recommend au.ch ftnancial. 

\ 

meaaurea •aa will aid the Congregation in mnintP1ning it• eziatence.• 



At the ••tbg which followed, their recommen4at1ou wen' 
181 

tabled and an election held vhich resulted in new officer·1. 

Bovenr, elenn clqa later, the elect ion vu recona14ered. &D4 
19 

the old otticera reelecte4. At thi• ••tin& 1t vu 4ec1d.e4 w 

naaaeH pew holder• 1n older to raiae fund.a, and Ail, to reelect 

the Babb!. !hm, in the Jw meetiDg to elect a llabbi, J:J.Jdnt 

Board. At the Board meeting that followed, hie aalary vat.a aet 

at $500 per 79a.r. (obriou~ a attempt to force reaicnat•ion) 

but at the Congregational meeting in October it vaa made $1.fiOO 

ending June 3), 1117. In Aaguat a motion vu p&Hed, •Bu 

peraonal or accu.aational lectures ahall be peralttecl fro11 tile \ 

pal.pit, and the Oomittee on Ritual 1a req,u.eated to entoir-ce thlt 

rule.• (If thia reco!d book could tell lllhat l~ between the llnea, 

it would be moat interesting&) ftna.117 at the annual me1ttinc 1A 
20 

Mq, 189'1, an election again took place: nev officer• ven·e elected; 

a aot1on wu nnanSmoual7 puaed to declare the office of llabbl 

Tacent ae of Jane 3), 189'7 and the Board waa empowered tc> procure 

a Babbi at $2100 per year. !hwi ended a Tery atoJ'llT fiTtl 7ear 

period between Rabbi, Board and Co~regation. 

'?he •tter of obtaining a new llabbi waa not lo~ de'.L~e4, for 

early i n September Rabbi Samu.el Marn of Leavenworth, lal11aaa vu 

elected to eerve from September to Jane , 1898, at a aala:17 ot 
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$175 a month. Thi• vu the beginning of a splendid relat1on­

ahip, one "111ch luted for :fl 7eara, (23 in vhieh he aerved 

aa active m1n11ter, the remainder u minister emeritus) and one 

which produced a r91>1d growth and deYeloiment. Within a Tear's 

time hia aalary waa raiaed to $2400, and so many members were 

added that the bW.ldinc became too a-11 to seat them. According 
21 

to a report in the Iaraelite (Uov. 17, 1898) Babbi Marka aooa 

began to lldvocate the build.inc of a new Temple and a Su.bacription 

Committee began its effo .. ta to raise the neceeeary fUDd.1. 
22 

The only record1 of the firet few Te&r• tell of election.a 

and a request of the Board for the Ritual Committee •t~ confer 

with Dr. Marks and aak him to confine himeelf to our regular v 

Jl1 tual and Service on J'ridq evenings t o lut one hour aD4 

holidays two hours; also t o corten the muical program on Fri-

c1&T evenings and holiday1.• There were gift1 and re1olution1 

presented to ve.rious teachers who rendered aervice in the 

Religious School, one of which vu awarded to Mr. 6&111 ndr14&e, 

present Secretary' of the Congregation for 38 Te&rae mo waa 

teaching aa far back aa 1894. June 23, 1901 the Concregntioll 

met to reincorporate iteelf and received a charter under \he 

name of •Congregation Beth-n, object of eaid organization to 

maintain and support a Temple for the vorehip of God and a 

echool for the religioua inatru.ction of Jewiah children, and to 

v 
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maintain proper burial ground•,--•aid corporation to exi•t 

50 79ara.• !he preHnt treasurer wa• one of the aembera of 

the :Board 1n th1a original charter. 

In 1902, a large portion of the fund.a belq available, the 

bullcl1Dc vaa begun. PreYiom notice of thia had been 1n.erted 
23 

in the Iaraelite. While vork vu belq done on the !uapl.e (since 

it vaa buJ.lt on the aame alte, thua neceaaitating diamantl1Dg the 

old) the Congregation met in the Baptist Church (April 1902) ex-

cept for the Peaach holi~•· which were obaerved at the HarmoAT 

Club. The work of the Ileli&ioua School vent on vitb vicor. for 

we note for the flrat tillle t hat the Sabbat h School CommiUee vu 

1.natructed t o have at leaat one member of the Co~ttee at ever7 

HHion, ordered _to formulate rule• and regulations to gOYern. 

it, and permitted to employ two teacher• at $5.00 per month apiece 

during the aeaaon. 

The election of t hat year waa without e·Hnt and t he mv 

adm1niatration then began to make plsna for the coming fiacal 7ea.r 

and for t he Telilple Dedication t o take place September 18, 1903. 

As part of t he former , they creat ed a new position of Janitor 

and collector and called a apec1al meeting to allot aeata. Jor 

t he latter t hey invited Ilabbi Henry Cohen ot Ga.lves ton to aasi1t 

in t he dedication. 

The dedication ceremonies this time were not aa elaborate 
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•• thoH vhich took place tor the ftrat Tuple. labbi MarJra 

had to leoe town becanae of illn•H an4 mo labbS. Cohn offici ... 

,ed. It vu pluned to ban a tonal dedication in October, 

but there 1a D.O account of t hi• ner ha'riQg taken pl11ee (both 

n•v•paper• and Concncat1onal record• vere exuined.) 

!'he f ollovi.Dc 1a the brief nport of the de4icat101u 

San Mtonio Daily kJ>reH 
Sept• 10, 1903 

lpforee] J>!41cat ion il !pple :Be$h-ll 

Informal. dedicatory ceremonie• were he14 at Temple 
Beth-Kl 17ucogue Pridq night. Babbi Heney Cohen of 
Galveston officiatinc in plece of Babbi Narka vho 1a 
in Colorado for hie health. 

?be ceremonies consisted of the placillg of two roll• 
,f '1le 1- in the tabernacle and a decUcatory aei'llon 
b7 Babbi Colla. The text of the aermon waa laaUh 
5'12 ·~«e th• place of t h7 tent.• 

fhe Hr.on vu in the nature of a congratulation an4 
in11p1rat1on to the Congregation. The pg.blic dedication 
of the S111ogogue will take pl11ee aome time in Octo-
ber •••• • 

Thu for tvent7-e1ght 79are the Concregation uaembled for 

vorahip in ih first Temple. Du.ring the course of these yean, 

it grew from a handful of pioneer•, into a goo4-a1se4 Coagreca-

tion (the actual number 1a not known, but eince there were onr 

aixt7 peva each accommodatin& four per1ona, beeid•• extra chair•, 

and these proved in•u.fficient, there muat have been between 

seventy and one hundred membera.) 
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!he courH vhich the Concrecation folloved d~ theae 

7eara vaa aiJailar to that of it• fomulera. It remained atrict-

17 Jlef ora. It ezpanded t he policy of d.iecouraging non-•mber 

participation b7 refuain& t hem both the priYilege of vorahip­

Pi.Dc 1n the !emple and the HrTicea of the Babbie 

!he aff air1 of t he Congregation remained 1n the hands of 

a rela t1Yel7 few people ea ther e vere onl7 five Prelidenta 

thro\18hout thia period, and all of these aerTecl on previoue or 

later Board• for 1AaD1' 79ara. It vaa the dedication and aincerit;T 

of thia Pall group that vu reaponaible for 1t1 growth and 

denlopment throughout thia difficult beginning. 



- 57-

Chapter III 

In the Days of the Second Temple 

The Temple having been dedicatedl, the Congregation began to 

meet and worship there. Al though the: beginning was slightly tem-

pestuou.s (an unpleasant incident occu1rred between Rabbi Marks and 
2h 

the Board ) the r est was comparatively peaceful. Normal elections 
25 

were held . The finances were in difficult shape as they owed 

over ~11, 000 and could no t afford to put in a steam ·heat s;rstem 

v;hich woul d onl y cost J l, 500 . Nonetheless , t he Rabbi was r e-

eJ ected from year to year, with a r aise granted him to $2, 100 in 

ay 1906 . Tr.e f ollowing ~ovember 19C~6 the Board, apparently an-

noyed at s ome of the Rabbi ' s deviatioms in the services, passed 

t he f ollovdng r esolution t hat " the Rabbi be notified t o conduct 

services strictly according to the union Prayer Book, any innova-

tions that he may desire to introducE~ must fi r st be brought to 

t he attention of the Ritual Com.mitteE! f or t heir ap;>r oval." At 

t his early stage, it seems they had become Reform traditionalists . 

The Secretary was also asked to notify t he Rabbi t hat "the display 

in the Temple of a card announcing the name on the anniversary of 

a deceased member is unusual and objE~ctionable, and the Board 

r equests that it be not repeated." 

The year 1907 saw no significant changes . At the Annual 
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~eeting the election was held . It was noted that the Congregation 

had added 18 new members, and that its net income was only $6, L69 . 

From the Union dues of ~90.00, we can guess that the membership was 

approximately 90. An indebtedness of over J9,000 was still con-

fronting the membership. The committees were appointed and the 

Religious School Committee chairman filed the first report on re-

cord . There it is noted for the first time that in the bai lding 

of the Temple, the Religious School was given little consideration. 

This year there were six classes (five teachers, 1 principal - total 

salaries $36o ) and the discipline was poor because two classes had 

to be taught in the vestr y room wi th no partition to separate 

them, and in col d weather thr ee or f our classes had to meet there. 

There were no school desks, tables or blackboards provided for 

them. In spite of these adv~rse conditions, the report states 

that t here was a decided improvement in the school - "the children 

are rr.aking progress both in biblical history and Hebrew - all we 

need to f urther irr~rove attendance at t he school is the cooperation 

of the members of t he Congregation. " This lack of attention to 

the Religious School was characteristic of the Congregation. For 

many years t he choir budget was al.m~st t hree times t hat of the 

~eligious School. 

For t he holidays in 1907, seats were sold to r esidents at 

~12 .00 , and an usher (one of t he members ) was employed at rea-
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sonable compensation. 

The Congregation apparently did not take any immediate action 

on t he Religious School situation, for i n t he report of the Sal>-

bath School Board of the first quarter ending November 1907, a 

request is again made f or partitions and desks . It is noted here 

that the conditions of discipline had impr oved and as high as 90 

children were enroll ed, but attendance had been very poor . Most 

progress was noted ln the Hebrew classes. 

In September of 1908 we learn that the membership of 128 

(a net increase of 11) was at a standstill because of the lack 

of seats. Ther e wer e mor e appl i cations t han seating capacity. 

The Religi ous School was progr essing nicely. A significant 

change in the Constitution was made : Article 13, in regard t o 

purchase of pews, was to be eliminated and i n Article 16 "Owner" 

was to be changed to "Renter . " I:i this manner the old system of 

pew ownership was abolished and after t his, set fees or dues were 

instituted . The constitutional article concerning the secretary 

was also amended so that the secretary was not to pay any assess-

ment or dues , was to receive an additional salary to be determined 

by congregational vote at its Annual Meeting, and was to be assigned 
27 

a pew withoat charge . The regular election was held and the in-

debtedness of t he Congregation was listed at !7,950. 
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The minutes of the Annual Meeting of 1909 reveal that the 

indebtedness had been reduced to $6,950, that the member ship was 

129, and that the estiaated income f r om dues was $7:906 . Nine 

new members were added, rut eight old members lfere lost due to 

resignations, r emoval from the city and death . The same offi-

cer s and board were elected, as was the Rabbi (for a two-year 

period at a salary of ~, 700). 

In lilarch 1910 , at a Board meeting, a committee was appointed 

to see that, when a member died, a suitable person be obtai~ed 

ti:> sit up with the corpse at congregational expense . It was also 

decided that no Annual ~3eting should be called for May of that 

year , that if the trus tees shoulc see fit to call one later 

they could do so, and that the same officer s should be held overl 
26 

At the Annual ~eeting of lilay 17, 1911, an election was held 

and Rabbi i!arks was reelec ~ed for three years at a salary of 

$) ,000 . This was the first ti.me in tne histor y of the Congr ega-

tion that a rabbi was elected for this dur ation. 

During those three years nothing significant happened. From 

a repor t of t he Building Committee i n 1911, it can be deduced 

that although the pew ownership system had been abolished, pews 

were still assigned. The report stated the need for r epairs 

and enlargements . t.lany more members could have been added, but 
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they refused to be aasigned the upstairs pews . A committee was 

appointed to investigate t he possibility of selling the Templ e. 

( This was in 1912 . It was not sold until 1924. ) 

In 1912 t he Congregation went farther into debt by inst all -

ing a $1600 steam heati ng system. A combination janitor-collec t or 

was employed in order to attempt to increase collections. The 
29 

officers were again reelected. 

In 1913 at the Annual Meeting the officers were reelected 

and the membershi p was list ed at lLS . 

The Annual lleeting in 191!.i resulted in the election of new 
30 

officers, t he r eelection of the Rabbi at t he s ame salary (but 

a committee was appointed t o c~llect contribut ions amounting 

t o ~250 as a special gift in rgward f or 16 years of servi ce ) , 

and an i nt eresting Religious School r epor t showed that the 

largest attendance had been BL, t ne l owes t LS, "the chi ef com-

plaint being lack of cooper ation of t he parent s i n sending their 

children and ins i s t i ng on t he chi l dren being present and pre-

paring their l essons . " 
Jl 

The officers that were elected i n May 1915 faced a grave 

financi al pr oblem. Al t hough t he membership had risen to 169, 

t he net i ncome from dues had decreased by over ~350 ; thus t he 

indebtedness was still unpaid and t he current expenses were 
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higher than income. A month after their election they took 

drastic action, raising all dues from 20% to )0%. Those who 

refused to pay were ordered suspended. 

The results of this increase were not apparent, for at the 

Annual Meeting in 1916, more congregational bonds were Jssued. 

The officers were reelected and once again took a firm stand 

upon the subject, authorizing the secretary to continue to 

send bills including the raises to everyone. A few weeks later 

the Board unanimously recommended the following Constitutional 

Amendment, which if passed would have given them sweeping 

powers, viz: 

Article 15- "It shall be the duty and in the province of 

the members of t he Congregation at its Annual Meeting to elect 

al.l its officers including the Rabbi of the Congregation, but 

it shall be the duty and in the province of the Trustees to 

determine the length of time such officers and the Rabbi shall 

serve the Congregation, and the amount of salary or recompense 

to be paid said officers and Rabbi from and after their election.• 

At a special meeting of the Congr egation to consider this 

amendment it fell short of gaining t he necessary two-thirds af­

firmative votes by only ~ votes . 

The officers and Board were adamant in regard to the raise 

in dues and accepted many resignations of those who refused to 
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pay the increase, with the result that the Annual Meeting in 

1917 found the Congregation with a net loss of 11 members. 

The regular election was held, and new officers and board were 
33 

elected. 

Once again the Board demonstrated its dictatorial trend, 

f or, on November 9, 1917, it voted to sell the Temple for 

$75,000 much against the obj ection of S. c. Eldridge, the 

Secretary, who insis t ed that the Congregation should first be 

consulted. His word was not heeded, for three days later it 

was almost sol d without a conbl"egational meeting. Due to 

some legal technicalities, however, t he deal was not cons um-

mated . 

On Uarch 10, 1916, t he Board called a special meeting to 

discuss some matters with the Rabbi concerning some statements 

he had made from the pulpit regarding the hospitality of members 

toward Jewish soldiers, and concerning the publication or an 

article on Anti- Pr ohibition in the papers which had been done 

without the consent and approval of the President and Board of 

Trustees. The resolutions passed at this meeting were an at-

f r ont to the freedom of speech which i s supposed to belong to 

a rabbi. 

Resol utions of aoard: 

i'fHE.Rf.AS , Raboi s. ~arks , did on Friday evening March 8, 1918 
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at the evening services, make remarks concerning the hospi.tali ty 
of the members of his congregation about entertaining Jeri.sh 
soldiers , and tben read r efusals only of the members to eJ'liter­
tain the soldiers at the last Holidays, and spoke on said oc­
casion in such a manner as to convey the impression that t.he 
members of his congregation were lacking in hospitality; allld 

WHEREAS, these remarks have offended many of his cong;re­
gati on, and this matter has been reported to the Board of Trustees ; 
and 

WHEREAS , Rabbi S. ~arks did recently publish an artic:le on 
Anti- Prohibition i n the Daily Light without t he permission or 
appr oval of the President and Board of Trustees; and 

T.HERLAS, said article has subjected the members of tbe 
congre~ation to adver se cri ticism by other members of the com­
ruuni t y; al!ld 

·.mEREAS, said article is susceptible of being constr1J1ed 
as contrary to the purposes of our Government in its prepcira­
tion for this war; and 

7r'HEREAS, t his adverse cr itic ism of said article bein~t 
oublis hed at this time has been r eferred to the Board of il'rua­
tees for their consideration; and 

WHEREJ..S, Rabbi S . J.!arks was duly called before the Board 
of Trustees for an expr essi,,n on his part, and has discla.tmed 
any wrong intention or wrong doing in these matters; and 

WHJ::REAS , the Board of Trus tees after due consider ation and 
deliber ation have concluded that tne injuries complained . of were 
due to t he r emarks and the published article of Rabbi S . }darks , 
3lld t hat the same could have been avoided by t he Rabbi first 
con~ulting and conferri ng wi th the President and Board of Trus­
tees; and 

~'iH!!.REAS , t ne Rabbi knows that t he best. of feelings have 
exis t ed be tween him and the President. and t he Board of Trustees , 
and that. it was his privilege and d~ty t o have conferred 'dt.h 
t.hem befor e acting on matters of i mportance concer ning the~ 

coni;r eea Lion . 

!L I T rGSOLVE:J, I'JR.: 1': .:'~111 r.he Boc..ro C>l fr o1 ::; t ees he1reby 
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declare that Rabbi s. Marks i' at fault both in his uncalled 
for r emarks concerni.'lg the hospi t ality of his congregation 
and his publications expecia.Lly of t he Anti- Prohibition arti­
cle a t this t ime without firs t having obtained the appr ova..t of 
t.he President and Soard ?f Trustees . 

SECll!;D: That said ac t s of h.abbi l.,iarks are nurt.ful to the 
wel fare and advancement c f ~ongregation Bctl1- El . 

l"'rlI:tD: 'nlat a r epetition of these or sioil r acts will 
not be condoned by tnis Board or Trustees, and that a CO?Y of 
these resolutions be sent to Rabbi S. Uarks .~ 

Tt.e Joar l also dect.:ied (Febr .Jary i n , l?lf>) t n:it. ever y 

tnird Friday th~ services should :onsiat of pr a7er s and musi~al 

3olec t i?ns onl y . The lecture s hoYld be replacej by a social 

evc'lit'l6' in the vestr y ro:>m. A Soci 'll Connittee was t.nen ap-

?~int.ed to t.oxe cnarge of t.his . 

The on17 r fer ences to tt.e tact t.na t t.nb col.lntrr wu at 

war con~iste.d or a coi:m!ttee bein~ appointed t o inveati1at., 

alont wi tn ot.her estaol.ished cor:.ittees in tne cor.muni ty, the 

P''s31b1H t y of ;.1 t lhhi:l& a Tl.Gil for Hebr ew aold1.er s, and a 

eci~ion that all Jewish aold!crs were t~ be admitted to t.he 

hol lda7 services witnout char te. 

In il.B.7 ?! that year 1t ie noted tha~ t~o Reli~toua 3cnool 

h:id b en ch ed f r om Sunday t.o Sat..irday m'.)l"ni n to enable the 

childr en t.o attend services (apparently Ule two- day schoo! had 

been abolished}. A referenc~ is made t:> the Service Flag which 

had oeon dedicated and included as of this meeting ~~irty-aeYen 
3L 

nd.'!le:J . New officer s Y<Cr o elected and t ne ttaLbi reelect.~d br 
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The following year was a trying one to t~e Congregation . 

The flu epidemic had a dir e ef tect on the Religious Schoo~ and 

Tem;>le; both of them had to clos e for several weeks and much 

work was required to get them functioning normally again. Tne 

Annual Congregational. ~eeting found a net gain of six members 

(185) and a loss in i:'lcome of over ~00. The expenditures were 

more than the income. 

Despite this financial situation, it was decided to obtain 

an associate rabbi , and a cor.mdttee was appoi.nted to make the 

selection subject to the Congregation's approval. T"ne maximum 

salary was set at $) , 000 . The Board was authorized to solicit 

bids for the sale of the Temple, but was cautioned to refer the 

matter back to the Congregation before taking any action. A 
35 

regular election was held. 

A?parently, this spurr ed the Rabbi on to i ncreased effor t, 

for in October the Board voted him $250 extr a for his outstand-

ing work . 

The Annual Meeting in Uay was a most ?r oductive one. The 

r esults of the year's work were noted with satisfaction. }.{ember-

sni? f or the fi r st time passed the 200.mark (223 ) and could have 

gone higner had ther e been more seating space available . The 

income f r om dues alone ( "9,669. JlO ) more than covered the ex-
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penditures and the total indebtedness was reduced to ~2 , 200. 

The Sabbath School Report showed that much progress had been 

made. The total enroLtmeot was only 84 (due, I am told, to 

the tact that soae parents would not let their cl:lildren write 

on the Sabbath), but the attendance and participation were 

excellent. Confirmation services wer P. held and one 9ar 

W.tzvah took place (both confirmation and Bar Mitzvah ser--

vices were held throughout the years of the Congregation. 

Earlier (1692) if a boy was Bar ".W.tzvahed," he was not con-

firmed, and ther e were some boys who were not Bar "l.1itzvahed, " 

but were confirmed . The Bar Mitzvah boy took private inatruc-

tions from the Rabbi ) . 

Tne Pr esident's recommenda t ion of t he unassigned pew system 

al.ready approved by the Board was adopted f or a year ' s trajtl by 

the Congregati-:>n , and has been in use since that time. 

So well pleased were they with the year's results that the 
36 

-:>fficers were r eelected, and Rabbi ~arks was .reelected with a 

3300 bonus . The Congregation decided at that meeting to allot 

up to $500 for expenses that might occur in the selection of an 

associate rabbi . 

The Board wasted l ittle ti.Cle in making its choice, for a 

toonth later a meeting waa called and Rabbi Sidney Tedesche of 

Springfield, Ohi?, was elected as Associate at a salary of 

~5 ,000 (rtabbi ~ks only received ~J ,000) . 
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Rabbi Tedesche appeared at a Board meeting in August and 

asked that the Board should decide on the division of duties 

of the Rabbi s, that the position of principal of the school be 

eliminated and that he, in cooperation with the Religious School 

Board, be given the privilege of selecting the teachers, all of 

whom were to be paid for their services. 

At this meeting an exeeptionally large number of committees 
37 

were appointed. A few weeks later the Board met and accomp~ished 

quite a few tasks . They adopted the recommendation of the Member-

ship Committee and its advisory committee, raising almost ~l of 

t he dues i n order to meet t he increased budget. They _passed a . 

resolution that "all members of Congregation Beth-El should 

observe the New Year and Day of Atonement by keeping their 

places of business closed on said holidays," and decided that 

the Rabbis should not issue ~emorial cards solici ting donations, 

but s hould leave such donations to voluntary action on the part 

of the membership. 

Rabbi Tedesche proved to be most satisfactory, and as Rabbi 

Marks was then almost seventy years of age and in ill health, the 

Board in September 25 , 1920, after reading a report of the Presi-

dent who had conferred with hi m .• passed a resolut i on recommending 

his retirement on pension. 

A special meeting was called to consider the matter, and 

t he following resolution was adopted: 
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lfHEREAS, our beloved Rabbi Dr. Samuel Marks has expressed 
his willingness to be relieved or his duties as acting rabbi 
on account or 111 health and recognizing his loyalty to Congre­
gation "Beth-El" and its members and the faithful performance 
of his duties as rabbi f or the past 22 years, 

BE IT RESOLVED: That Dr. Samuel Marks be retired by our 
congregation; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: that he receive a pension of 
'250 .00 per month for the three years, beginning November 1, 1920, 
and ending October 31 , 1923. For the subsequent years there­
after during his life time he is to receive such pension per 
month as may be agreed upon by t he Congregation •Beth- el.• at 
each annual or special meeting. 

His pension after said October 31 , 1923 i s in no event 
to exceed $200.00 per month . 

In consideration of the payment of said pension it is 
understood that Dr. ~arks shall continue t o abide by the 
rules and r egulations of this congregation - his residence to 
remain in San Antonio , Texas , wi th such l eave of absence as 
he may desire at any time , to be agreed upon with the Presi­
dent, and in his absence, the Vice-President, and in the 
abs ence of both officer s , the majori ty of the Board of Trus­
tees, and to be furnished him in writing in due form by the 
secretary. 

Dr. l1ark:s shall hold himself in r eadiness to offi ciate 
as rabbi in the Temple or elsewhere, when \.he services of a 
rabbi are required. However, he shall only be permitted to 
officiate when the regularly appointed rabbi of said Congr e­
gation "Beth- £1" is not available , such authority to offi­
ciat e to be evidenced in writing, signed by the secretary of 
said congregati on. · 

That Rabbi 1.'.arks was pleased with this arrangement is 

evidenced by his reply: 

ro the Officers and ~embers 
Congr egation "Beth- El" 
San Antonio, Texas 

LadiAs & 3entlemen: 

It is wi th no small pleasure and sli ght degree of pride to 
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, t hat the congregation has el ected me as an honorary mecber 
r life and retire me as active rabbi of your beloved congre­
tion for lifP . 

I have received your very ki nd and considerate off er of 
retirement pres ent ed thr ough your r epresentative, i.:r. I s adore 

auss, a copy of said communication is hereto attached and 
e a part of th is my r eply to same. 

accept the conditions ther ein placed upon me and shall 
as your active rabbi under the t erms and conditions 

'therein stated. I un-:ers t.and that this is to be bindin5 , b?th 
on my part and the congr egation when it is d'..lly appr oved by 
the congregation . 

I desire to convey to you my profound feeling of thanks 
gratitude for thi s act o~ the congregation and assur e you , 

t.hat as long as I live, I sh3.ll always r espond to the welfare 
of our congr egation. 

Sincerely, 

Sar:ruel 1'.arks 

At this meeting important changes Vlere made j n the o:r- Laws 

concernin& tne election of the Rabb ~ . These amendments bad been 

suggest ed in September by ~ne Soard . 

1) "ur Associate Rabbi" was added to th~ firs t sect.ion 
stating the tiI:le of election of the Rabbi . 

2 ) The congregatio!1 could elect. a l1ahbi· "or t.ss:i~iate 
Rabbi" for ~ne year "and no more . " 

3) A new section was inserr.ed: " ~e con5r ee;ation n:ay re­
tire any Rabbi or Associate Rabbi fo:- any l ength of ti.!lle and on 
such conditions and compensation as snall b?. :ieter mined b ; a 
vote of the majority of ~he members present at such special or 
annual meeting of said congregation ." 

During remainder of that fiscal y9ar, the 3oar:i occ"J.pied 

itself i n considering appeals and refus als of the raises in dues . 

In some cases acjJstments were made when necessary, but for the 

Joard took a firm stand . telling the member s to pay 
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the amou.~t r equested or be adjudged delinquent and suspended. 

The p r ogress in this fi rst year of Rabbi Tedesche ' s affilia-

tion was rapid. A very successful Ladies' Auxilia!'y (the beginning 

".lf the Sisterhood) was started by him with llrs . T. A. Victor chair-

man . The Annual ?Leeting :.n l!.ay 1921 r eveals that the membership 

was increased to 252 (attributed in part to the labor of the 

membership committee). The inc".>!!1e from dues amo>inted to ~15 , 297. 30 

( sti1 l an indeb t.edness of Z.2, 200). The Religioi..:s School Report 

was satisfactory, and everyone seems to have been pleased . An 
38 

election took place, and the meeting Vl?-5 adjourned . The unas-

signed pew sy~tem must have temporarily ans"Rered the seating 

~roble~, for the memb~rship had 5reatly increased and there is 

:io mention -:J~ fur~her li.rni tat. :i ".ln due t ') lack of seating capacity. 

The following year (1921- 22) proceeded wi th')ut. event . Three 

weP.ks after the L.~nual Ueeting ~car w~s purchased for the Rabbi's 

Jse. In the middle of the year ~300 w2~ allotted to cover the 

expenses of six teachers anci t.he Rabbi t') the Je..,,i.sn :::l:autauqua 

Society meeting in Dallas. The Board again asked merchants to 

close on Rosh Hashonah and Yorn Kip~ur. An allocation o f 150 was 

made for a lecture given he r e by Rabbi Solomon :ree:-ioff. The 

Annual Meeting r evealed tnat t11e membership had inc r,.ased t') 272 

and the income to µ6, 700 . i\abbi Tedesche was elected at .?(, , :JOO 
39 

and a regular election ~ook place. 

The CongregatLon was evidently so pleased with itaobi Tedesche
1
s 
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service they again amended the By-Laws so that ~he limitation 

of one year's term f or the election of the Rabbi was eliminated, 

and the length of time was to be determined by the vote of the 

Congregation at the meeting when the election takes place. 

In September of this year , the positi on of superintendent 

of the Religious School was r estored and her suary was set at 

ll.5 a month , t he teachers at ~O per month . In October this was 

changed to ~IJ . 00 per week and ~.00 per week r espectivel y. It 

was also r ecommended that a ho~se be rented for the use of the 

Rel igious School . In December of that year the possibility of 

selling the Temple was again inves~ieated and a committee ap-

pointed to begin soliciting funds for a new build.in~ . 

llle Annual ~eeting, ~ay 1923, revealed a net increase of 

only five members and a slight decrease in income f r om dues. 

Rabbi Tedesche was elected for two years at a salary of ~7 , 500 
LO 

per annum . The election marked t he beginning of a nC\'7 president 

wno was to serve for many ;1ears . Tne : onsti t uti.,n was revised as 

follows: 

Art . 1, Sec. 2 - chan5ed to 11 fhe mode of worsnip shall be in 
accor da.'1ce -,.·i t h t he r i t ual adopted by I.he Uni o;i of American Hebr ew 
Congregations . " 

Art . 7, Sec . J - omit the words "And Pew Renters ." 

Art . l L, Sec . 5 - fol l owin6 sec t ion to oe cut out : "l'he 
Sexton shall receive f or ni s f ee the sum of 32 .SO for each 
interment made from t he ?ersons order i ng t he burial, and f r om 
indigent Isr aelites no f ee to be charged ." 

Art . 15, Ser;. 2 - Duties of Trustees : "To fix t he dues of 
t he members." 
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Art. 15, Sec . 5 - ~o read: "The Board of Tr ustees shall 
meet monthly, the second Wednesday in each montn , six officers 
co~tituting a quorum." 

lrt. 16, Sec . 1 - ~embership - omit t he wor ds, "And r ent 
a Pew in the Tem Jle . " 

Sec . 2 - "~embers Jpon payment of ~;o .oo shall be 
allott ed ~ic~ portion of a burial lo t as designated by the 
Cemeter y Committee ." 

Sec . 5 - omit the wrds "Only member s paying .>lu.00 
annual dues and upward are entitled to vote ." 

Sec . 6 - Referr ing to PeT. Renters, eliminated. 

Sec . 8 - omit senLence : "Upon his elect ion he 
shall sign tne constitutional by-laws and ther eby become enti­
tled to all t he r ights and privileges of a men1ber" and substitute: 
".t.!emberships are not transferable ." ( 7his r evision eliminated 
the cr eedal r equirement f or member ship.) 

Sec . 9 - Tnis section, referring to the r esignation 
of membership, was eliminated, having been incorporated in Sec . 3. 

Sec . 10 - "A rneciber, nis wife, his sons under 21 
j'ears of age and his unoarried daugh t.ers shall ha·1e the right of 
in ter~ent in the cen1eteries of the congregation i n lots des ignated 
by the Cemeter y Committee accor ding to Sec . 2 of t his Article." 

Sec . 11 - omitted , r efer ring to l'idows covered in 
Se~. 16. 

Sec . 12 - omitted, r eferring to Pew Renter s. 

A.rt . 17 , See's . l . 2, 3, , and S, r eferring to Pew a..~d Seat 
R nters , omitted . 

A.rt. l d - "Assessn1ent s 11 changed to "dues." 

Sec . l - omitted . 

3ec •s . 2 and 3 - chanee the words "Assessments" and 
"Taxes" to r ead "Dues . 11 

Ar t . 19 - "Fines and penalti es" - cut out Sec . l. 

Sec . 2 - " /.n:; r.ie:nber who shall be guilty of any 
conduct unbecoming a member of the congregation shal l, upon 
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conviction thereof, be reprimanded, suspended, or expelled a.s 
t he Board of Trustees may determine." 

Sec . 3 - omitted, referri~g to fines to be assessed 
for leaving meeting. 

Art. 20 - Burial ground. 

See's. 1 and 2 omitted. 

Sec . 3, changed to read as fol l ows: "Resident 
!sraelites who are not members may be allowed s ingl e graves upon 
the payment of such su~ as the Trustees ma7 determine ." 

A.rt. 21 , Sec . 2 - "General Laws" - "For ty member s required 
! or quorum. 

See's. ) and 5, r eferring to r ules of meetings, 
omitted. 

To ~lie fir st sec t ion of the By- Laws ( regardi ng t.he duties 
of the Rabbi ) add: "The el ection of the r abbi shall be for such 
term as designated by the majority of members present at the 
meeting not exceeding three years and his empl~j'U:ent to begin 
Uovember 1st of the current. year ." 

Section of the By- Laws , r eferrjng to marr iage f ee, to r ead 
as f ollows: '' If married in the Tempie, sabject t o the consent 
of the Pr €sident. 11 

Regarding tne Sect.ions J to 22 of the By- Laws, which r efer 
to parliamentary rules at meetings: these Sections should bP 
stricken o.i t and in place of lt Sec . 3 should r ead: "Rober ts' 
Rul es of Order s hall be the standir.i,S author ity on all questions 
of parliamentary r ules and laws." 

A few weeks later a collector was appointed with a salary 

of 3b5 . 00 a. month, t he ownership of the car was given to Rabbi 
. 

Tedesche and a t~o-months ' leave of absence was granted to him, 

effective July 1st, during which time Rabbi ~arks was to officiate . 

This leave of absence was never used, for a f ew weeks later 

he was given permission to l ect ure in New Haven , Connecticut, 

and t wo weeks after that he r esigned t o accept a pulpit there. 
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'Ibe Board accepted his r esignation with r egret (for his short 
. 

term was most successful in ev2ry way) , and immediately hastened 
u1 

to secure another r abbi . or t he five most favor able candidates, 

Rabbi Ephraim Frisch of New York was selected, and, at a congrega-

tional meeting of September 23rd, was elected at 57 ,500 per annum. 

Since he would not arrive until on or about December 1st, a lay 

r eader, Jr.ir . L. N. Lee, officiated for the holidays and r efused 

compensation for his services. Rabbi Marks, who apparently had 

also served dur ing the holidays, was voted 50 .00 extra f or his 

-work, since his salary of that date according to the previous 

agreement was to be fixed at only ~00.00 . At a special meeting 

in November, called at. the petition of many members, the or iginal 

r esolution was changed and nis salary maintained at ~250 p~r month 

the res t of his life . The remainder of the resolution r emained as 

it was . 

At Rabbi Frisch' s fi rs t meeting with the Board, December 17, 

1923, he was asked for suggestions and requests , and he gave them 

without hesitation. He asked for mor e prayer books and song books, 

and was gran ted t.nis r equest. He suggested that Satur day morning 

services begin at 10 : 30 and that young married men serve as ushers, 

eacn man serving for a per iod of sixty days. This was adopted 

and a Chairman of Ushers appointed at that meeting. Rabbi Frisch 

r equested mere books and supplies for teacher s and was gr anted 

an appr opriation of Sl S0.00. He suggested tha t a bul l etin be 

pr inted twice a month and was tolci to discuss the matter with t he 
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Sisterhood (who paid for the first few edi tions ) . Likewise, he 

suggested moving pictures be shown in the Sabbath School at l east 

once in ~ery three lfeeks, and was authorized to go ahead and pro-

cure them. Thus, t he relationshi p between Rabbi and Board was 

on firm footing from t he beginning. 

In February the dues were raised once again and a secretary 

was employed on a part-time basis. In Apr i l 192L, Seder services 

were held for the older memb~rs . 

At the congregational meeting it was revealed that the mem-

bership was now 280. Out of ~, 535 .00 asked in dues increase, only 

~1,535.00 was gained . k corimittee was appointed to plan the 50th 

Anniversary Celebrati on. The bids for the sale of the Temple proved 

unsatisfac tor y . J'he following constitutional amendments were ap-

proved: 

Sec. 1 - "Board of Trustees" changed to "Board of 15 Trustees.• 

Sec . 5 - Board shall meet monthl;r and "six members shall con­
stitute a quorum" to be changed t? "a majority of the officers and 
trustees shall constitute a quorum." 

Sec . l - "Any pr oposi tio'l to alter, amend or repeal t he fore­
going conatitution ;ind by-laws , or any part thereof, shall be la.id 
befor e the Boarc of Trustees, for at least 30 days, and if such 
change be r ecommended by a two-t~ird vote of the cembers of the 
Board present, then s~ch pr opositi on so approved by the Soard of 
Trustees , shall be laid before the special meeti~g of the congre­
gatio~ , called for such pur pose which said meeting may make sach 
change as in its judgment it may deeni best. " 

Sec . 2 - "Any such pr oposition shall r equire a two- thir ds 
vote of cember s present for adoption. Thirty days not intervening 
between the introducing of the t~o moti ons and the annual meeting 
of Congregation Bet h-El which takes place May u, 1924, the Board 
of Trustees unanimously voted t o have the motions read and dis­
cussed at the annual meeting and then after thirty days had 
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elapsed, sometime thereafter to have a meeting of the congrega­
tion cal.led, if deemed necessary, to vote upon the said amend­
ments in accordance with our constitution and by-laws ." 

L2 
After this an election took place, and fifteen trustees 

were elected. Rabbi Frisch was reelected for one year at $7 , 500 

per annum. 

The res t of tne records of 1921 are concerned with the sale 

of the Temple building (minus organ and Temple fixtures ) at 

100, 000, not to be occupied before January 2, 1926; the pur chase 

of the new lot for SJ.5,250;and the progress of the Building Fund. 

On Deceitber 26, 192L , a board meeting selected the archi­

tects (Simon and Senter, ~alcolm Simon being a Temple member ) 

and the President appointed twenty-one members t o constitute 

the Building Committee, whi ch was given author ity to take all 

necessary steps for the building of the Temple and Community 

House, repor ting back to the Trustees only on matr.ers which 

needed thei r approval. 

The ~enger Hotel was the scene of the Golden Jubilee Din-

ner on ~ecember 29 , 1924. For that occasion Rabbi David Lefkowitz 

and Rabbi Henr y Cohen (Rab~i Frisch 's father-in-law) were t he 

guest speakers. 

Tnis occa.si~n not only celebrated an his toric landmark, 

but gave impetus to t he pr oject of the new building. 

At t he Annual ~eeting it was revealed that the Congrega-

tion had shown a net increase of over 40 members and that it 
43 

now had reached and surpassed the 300 mark by 23. The election 
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waa by acclamation, but the reelected president accepted office 

only on condition that this election signify the Congregation's 

pledge to support the building pr oject. 

The Subscr iption Committee revealed that i t had received 

~97,Ju5 .00 in pledges , of which $20,626 . 82 had already been 

collected. The BQard was authorized to pr oceed with the building, 

but not to obligate the Congregation for mor e than $50,000. 

A few weeks after this , the Board again imposed a substan­

t i al raise in dues . The objections t o this were veiy s t renuous, 

and since the architect ' s bids exceeded the limit.s imposed, a 

sp~cial congregational meeting was called August 2. There being 

no quorum presen t either at that or the following called meet­

ing August 5 (the heat is intense in August and many member s 

leave t own), an i nformal discussion resulted in the recommenda­

tion that the bids be suspended and the tin:e when the Congrega­

tion would have to vacate its structure (January 1, 1926) be 

extended for six months (a year ' s extension was granted) and 

that a~l building matters be rPf~rred to a special meeting in the 

fall. The subject was not discussed at the Board meeting in 

September. This meeting, however, did approve a Religious School 

budget of $1,752.00 'l'hich included the salary of a principal, 

eleven teachers, a librarian, twelve motion pictures, books, and 

miscellaneous items. 

At the October meeting called to settle the building matter, 

The Board was authorized to contr act for the building and part 
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(basement) of the Community House, provided that the cost of 

this should not exceed pledges and assets by i2o,ooo, for which 

sum the Board could arrange a loan. 

The Board wen t ahead as it was instructed . A supervisory 

committee of seven was appointed to check the future progress 

of the building,and on December 9 the grounds were consecrated. 

The most noteworthy event in this involved process of fund 

raising occurred on Tuesday, ~arch 9, 1926 . A group of men gave 

a congregational dinner in order to obtain permission to cons t ruct 

the enti re community center. The letter of invi ta t i on read as 

f ollows: 

To tne ~embers of Temple Beth- El: 

On February 16th the Board of Trustees met and your Presi­
dent laid before them the present condi tion of our buil ding 
program. This contemplates t he building of the Temple and the 
basement of t he Community Center. 

IJ nder the authorization for an i ndebtedness !lot to exceed 
~0,000 .00 , we do not have su fficient money to provide the 
Temple witn proper ventilation and the pr oposed plan for the 
Sunday School is entirely inadequate . l f we wer e to f inish 
t!1e Community Center at t he present time, it would mean a sav­
ing of at leas t ~.t1 , 000 .00 and it shoul d be done b y all means 
and give our young people the chance to whicn t hey are entitled . 
A very r easonable offer of financing has been made to us , by 
which we ~ould incur an indebtedness of $7S ,OOO. OO to be paid 
off during a l ong period of years. However, in or der to meet 
this, our i ncome would have to be increased eight to ten 
thousand dollars, and it would mean an incr ease of SO;t. in the 
dues of our member shi p. After t hor ough dis cussion the Board 
of Trus tees ananimously voted in favor of it anci i t was de­
cided to have a conur.unity supper in order to lay this before 
the entire membershi p; give everyone an opportunity to express 
himself and to bring this to a final termination. 

rhe undersigned members of the Board volunteered to give 
this c~rranunity supper 31ld to ask ever y member of this Congrega-
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tion and his lady to be their guests at the Gunter Hotel on 
Tuesday, the 9th inst ., at 7: 30 P .~. I f you are in favor 
of t his, then be there to help us . If you are opposed to it 
or do not understand it, then be there to give us an opport~ni­
ty to explain 1 t and we believe just :is ever y 111elllber of the 
8oar1 pr esent at the meeting voted to incr ease his or her 
dues we s hall obt ain a united and unanim'Jus cooper ation if you 
rill coa1e to this supper as our 6Uest and give us an oppor t un­
ity Lo l ay the matter befor e you . 

The contractor mus t have immediate advice what we pr o­
?OSe to do . Therefor e this is ur 5ent . 

The ballroom of the Gunt er has a seating capacity of 
onlJ 400 . Therefore, it is necessary tnat we have yi:>ur re­
servation at once, and 70u will please phone your reservation 
by the 5th inst . t'J ei ther of tne f oll,,wing ladies: Mrs . J . 
Frost (C 3932) , :.li.ss Stella Levison (T 209) , :Miss Hannah 
Hirshber g (~ 1129), ijs . L. S. Karr en (71 293 r,';) . 

Let us have a r o..ising and enthusiastic meeting and show 
the pr oper spi r it of coogerati')n . Our Sisterhood has taken 
charge of the supper. 

:J.orris Ster n 
~ . ::iol dsm.ith 
~ . ... . Goldstein 
Dr. A. A. Br own 

Sincerely, 

J . D. Oppenheimer 
J . J . Sterne 
Joe Fr ost 
Sid Katz 
i) . J . Straus 

~il Frank 
J. Seligmann 
Nat ·::asher 
!.:orris Block 

The dinner ha~ successful resul ts , as the Boar1 was 

autnorized t., bcur an indebtedness of ~7 5 , 00') and go ahead 

wit~ full constr uction. T?tc dues were to be raised suff i -

ciently to insur e a 35 ,000 yearly increase in income to cover 

t r.is additi~~al expenditure. 

I'he Annual l...eeting in J. ay revealed that while the member­

ship had dro:>:>ed to ap?r ')xi!llately 295 (because ')f s!lspensi ons 

and r esi..'Jlations of those ,,ho refu::;~d to pay t.heir increases) 

the net income f r om cues had r isen to almost ;20, 000 . Tne same 

officer s and trustees v1ere elected o:· accla.'?lation and the 
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official vote of the Congregation approved the t otal indeoted-

ness of ~75 ,000 above assets and funds subscribed for t he 

building. At this meeting an important constitutional amend-

ment was made , changing Article 16, entitled "L'.embership, 11 

f r om "Any member of the Jewish faith wishing to become a 

member •. • " to "Any pers-:>n wishing to become a member •• •. " 

Thus , the meober shi:;:> was opened t.o Jew or non- Jew (a member-

ship was later grant ed to a n~n-Jew wnose wife was a Jewess ) . 

~ork continued on the builiing throughout the year, t he 

Ooard borrowing ~lS0 ,000 in order tn clear all tne old deb ts 

incurred i n the building of the fi rs t Te1T1ple, and t o have fUnds 

to meet the expenses of the new building (this sum was covered 

by the subscriptions and sale of ol d buildi ng) . 

Finall y after ffiuch planning , the Temple dedicat i on took 

?lace. It was as elaborate as the dedication of tne second 

Temple was s imple. It began on Friday night and was concl~ded 

or. Sunday m'lrning. T"ne rabbinical. participation was well 
Ll.J 

taken care of , fiv~ out- of- town rabbis and three l ocal rabbis 

snari.~g these duties . The Friday night program i ncluded a 

Processional , the lighting of tne Per~etual Light, Pr esentation 

Ceremony, Union Prayer Book Service, Opening and Closi ng Prayer, 

t hree addresses, two hymns, miscell aneous sclos including one 

by the Conservative Cantor, and various numbers by the regular 

cnoir supplemented by a special quartette and Ladies Augmented 

Choir (12 women of the Congregation t r ained by Mrs. L. L. Marks) . 
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The Satur day mor ning services included only three addresses , 

one solo and a ~emorial and Gift Consecration Ceremony in addi­

tion to the regular Onion PraJer Book Service . This was followed 

br a luncheon in honor of the visiting rabbis . 

'Ille SUnday mornin& service included an Opening Prayer , De­

dication Hymn, Scriptural Reading, Solo, Presentati~n Ceremony, 

Consecration Prayer and Special ?agean t , presented uy the High 

School Department nth Epilogue written by J.1rs . E;>hraim Frisch. 

The dedicati~n ceremonies were well attended by Jew and 

non- J ew. The newspa?ers gave t he event excell ent publicity -

one edition carried almost a full page devoted to the occasion, 

including pictures of the int erior and exter ior of the Temple 

and C~nmrunity Center . 

The dedication completed , the Congregation moved from its 

old home to its new, thus marking the end of 11 1"he Days of the 

Second Temple ." 

This chapter in the history of the Congregation was a 

pleasant one in contrast t o the stormy unsettled periods which 

marked the history of t.he fi rst Tcm;>le . The main problems were 

financial. Thr ee Rabbis (one s till serving at the end of the 

per iod) and nine Preside~ts served for this twenty- four year 

span. Their relations wi th one another and with the Congrega­

tion were most amicable (with few excepti ons), and led to 

steady pr ogress . The Congregation was able to leave the old 

Temple and enter t he ne~ wi Lh a membership of ap?roximately 
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390 , a Religious School of 200, and a thriving Sisterhood and 

Youth Or ganization to assist in all phases of the pr ogram, 

spiri tual , educational , social, as well as financial . This was 

a f ar cr y f r om the early beginnings. 
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Cbafffr IY 

!he uw !mple ad Co..,nt '7 Center which the Coacr•ac .. 

tion nov occupied vu and 11 one of the moat beau.titul 1Jll the 

count17. ~ total coat thereof vaa a fraction of it• vrorth. 

Bad the •azae 'JPe atructure been erected in a metropolitmi 

center it woul.4 haye coat between $'100,000 and $800,000. the 

architectural. and artiat1c qualitiee au.at be aeen to be 911Precie­

ted, but it• abe can be ascertained from the followiDc f acta. 

In the Temple proper there are o·yer 1000 Hat• dovna,ail'8 an4 

200 in the balCODJ' (with proTilion for the erection of t;wo a14e 

balconie• •eating between 300 and 400 people.) 

One o! the two rooaa on either aide of the Temple n.a4itor1WD 

was furnlahed b7 the Siaterhood in honor of ih Prea14ent (nov 

converted into a chapel) and the other by the Congregat:Lon in 

honor of it• Preaident. 

!he Community Center contain• elenn claH rooo1, ·two officea, 

an aud1tor1ua seating 3>0, a atage, libr817. large baae-a1ent dini.Dc 

hall end kitchen. Between t he Teaple aad CollllllWdt7 Center i• a 

loTely Patio where aervicea are hel4 in aummer, and Sw:coth an4 

other feat1ve occasion• are ob1ernMl. 

Thua the Congregation 1 e new home WU ample for ih1 Dee48 am 
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growth. !he Ooacregat1on u:preHed ita cratitude to Morrie 

Stern, the Dl8A who had made th1• houe of woreb.1p poaeible, b7 

eJ,ectlnc him aa their Pred4ent one• ~a.in, vhich office b9 

held until 193). fhq ez:preaaed. their confidence in their 

labbl b7 electlng him for three Je&r•· .At a apecial meetine 

called for thh purpoee hie aala17 vu eet at $?500 for ~e fir1t 

79ar and $8500 for the aecond and third. Dur inc thh period a 

Men'• Club vu atarted, (later failed and wu reorcuiae4 in 1940-

41) the Jleli&ioua School expanded, and the &iaterhood continue\ 

to aake 1ub1tantial contribution• to the Temple a1 did ~e 

Temple League. .A full time secretaey and a custodian and ude-

!he conetitutional change1 were aa f ollowaz proT111on vaa 

made for a liomin.ating Committee to be appointed 60 dqe in e4TanC• 

of the Annual Meeting, with the obll&ation of postinc a llet ot 

nomineea 30 dqa ahead of the meeting. Dutiee ·or t he Committee• 

were liatedJ c._te17 pr1rllegee were defined; no charge vaa 

posted for Rabbi'• ae?Ticee to members, though he w .. forbid4all 

to officiate for non-membera without the con1ent of the President; 

and non-member• were to be al.loved Hate free of charge acept 

on Rosh Buhona and Too Xippm-. The latter marked a defiDite 

cha.age in pollc7 toward non-member1. 
46 

In 193), a new President wu electe4, and the Babb1 n-
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•lectecl for '1lne 79an at tsl500. The -b•rlhip vu 386 at 

thi• time, 36 iiew •mbere hllf1 been taken in, but th• Board. he4 

•upended 1M1q recular IUlllbere for non-~t of clua. 

The two 1•ar period which thia Prea14ent aenecl vu on• of 

the moat c11fticult col1frontlzag the CoDgregation. Becau.ae ot th• 

d•pre•alon aanT •llbere could not J!87 their billa, and on J>ecea-

ber 31. a profeeaional collector waa employed. lor the fiacal 

year the ezpendlturea were alaoat $1.500 aore than the lnco•• 

leltb.er the Temple League nor the Siaterhood were able to mm 
their finucial contributlona. Thus the entire budcet vu reducecl 

in ne17 poHible manner: Jlel1g1oua School, Choir, etc. , all 

In Ja:JJ.Uar¥ 1932 the Rabbi voluntar1l7 redaced hie aal&17, an4 

t he Choir WU d1acbarged aa of 1ebruaJ7 l (a TOlanteer Choir taldzac 

1 t a place.) I n the annual report of 1932 1t vu reTealed that th• 

81eterhood had contributed oTer $1500 in the course of the fiacal 
46 

year. A new Preddent vaa electecl to continue the atruule, with a 

building peJJDent o! $24,000 coaing due. 

!hie 7ear 1934-1935 •av the departure of two people 11'1Ch 

beloved b7 t he Congregation, and reeponeible in no amall .. aaure 

for lt1 growth; Rabbi Marke and Mre. ~adm Friech beiug laid to 

reat. 

Although the 79ar v .. .-gain a difficult one, toward the n4 
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con41tiou begu to Saproye. Jlabbi Jrlech'a •al&r7 vaa Ht at 

$6600, u4 the Concregation pa14 tribute to the fine work of 

it• oftlcere b7 reelecting them once again. 

cl11l• in meaberahip to 326 1ll thle J'9&r• !'hua th• officere 

cont11lue4 their financial etruggle eucceeatull7, and '119 uw 

'' otficere aaeumed. their poeition• with a brichter proepect ah..t. 

A conet1 tutional amendment vu edopted creating the av off ice 

of aecoDll V1ce-Pree14ent. 

'!he report of th• unual meeting in Kq 193"1 ah.owed con-

ti.Jmed. progreH. !'he •mberahip ha4 increaaecl to 356, &ll4 uceJ* 

tor the poor 1ridq •Yening attendance at Hnic•• eYer,th1Dg waa 

aatlafactory. T)ie aame officer• were reelected. 

ln Karch of 1938, a lean of abaence antil October 1, 1938 

vu granted to Bab bi JT1ech because of 111.lleae. In the 1nteria 

the Board examined the poH1b111t7 of obta.1n1Dc an .Ueociate 

Rabbi. On Mq l• 1938 the Board vae anthorized to take etepe 

toward procuring an Aaeociate Babbi, and on Mq 25 Dr. Darl.4 

Jacobeon vaa elected b7 the Board u .laeociate Babbi aa ot 

August l. Dr. Jacobeon remained u an Aseociate until June 1. 

1942. when at a epecial Meting he vu elected ae Babbi of 

!eaple Betb-n and Babbi Prhch vu elected aa labbi llleritua. 

!he following reeolution vu adopted at thi• meeting& 
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VK'DKAI, Babbi Sphraim hiech hu aenecl u Babb1 of 
!emple Betb-Sl. ot Ian Antonio contizmoul.7 for OYer 
•lchteen 79ara, an4 baa NDhred faithful and d.ewte4 ••nic• to the Concrega.Uon and. hu been an lup1rat1on 
and. a aouc• of coaton to it• -bera ud the coJlllW.\1'7 
at large, and hu, throQ&h hia leaderahip and aenic• u 
Babbi, caaaecl the Oozagngation to giov in n•bera and ill 
atrenct.h and in preat!ce u.d to becoae a Yital tore• for 
eoo4 1D \he cultval 8114 re11cioua lite of it• aemberahip 
and ita coma1'7, 8114 

WRDAS, in hi• ainbtraUona to the Ooncrecation and 1A 
the performance of the religiou and communal du.tie• aa the 
llabbi of Temple Beth-EL, Babbi Ephraim h'iach baa giTen 1A 
full aeaeure of hiaHlf, hia energiea, talent• and. ab111t1e1 
in foeterin& and promoting the beat intereeta of feaple Bet.h­
n and he hae earned the reward of lebure 8114 the opportuni­
ty to deTote hia time and hia telent• to the pirauit of aaah 
ectiTitiea and 1tu41ea aa be ma;r deaire 8114 chooae, free of 
t he obligatione and responeibilitiea and baJ'dena attendant 
a.pon t he poaition of Babbi or !emple Beth-Xl., and 

lfRDl•S, the memberahip of Temple Beth-n, tu.117 apprec1at1Te 
of hi• aenicea to their Congregation and of hie contribu­
tions to t he apiritual and communal life of the Congregation, 
and of hie continuing interest 1n t he welfare of !eaple Beth­
J:l, and 1ta membere, believe 1t fitting and proper Ulat 
!&obi Zphraim Priech be retired ea actiye Jlabbi of Temple 
Beth-SJ.. and that he be elected labbi lmeritv.a of !emple Beth­
n !or lite 90 that he ahall be free to engage 1n au.ch 
ectiTitiea aa he ms:r deeire and where-ver he Jl8T deaire, 

!RERXPOll. ~I I! RESOLVED: 

In conaideration of llabbi lphraim J'riach releui?Jg !ellple 
Beth-n or ite obligation• to him under the exiatbg employ­
ment arrangement and ot hi• agreeing not to accept permanen' 
appointment as Rabbi of arrr other Co~gation , that Rabbi 
Ephraim Prhch be and he 1a bereb7 retired aa Babbi of !eaple 
3eth-n, eff ectiYe July 1, 1942, and that he be an4 119 1a 
hereb7 elected llabbi Emeritus of Temple Beth-~ for lit• and. 
that Temple Beth-:n pq to him ao long aa he ahall liTe the 
eu of $333.33 per month, paJ"able 011 the laat dq of each 
month, colmilencing the last da_y of July 1942; and that he be 
and he ia hereb7 relieTed of all du.tie• u llabbi of temple 
Beth-n. 
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hrther be 1' re•olTed that the Preddent ot !eaple BeUi­
n be and he ia 'harebT authorised and directed to co111111mi­
cate to Babbi JTl•ch thi• action of the CoQCreCation b7 
tending or 4el1nrllag to hill 1-ecliate~ tvo true copiea 
of thi• resolution, eigne4 by the President and attested b7 
t he SecretaJ7. vi th the request that 1t all ot the term and 
con41tiou of thie re•olut1on are agreeable to Rabbi Frisch, 
that he note hi• acceptance b7 aigning one of t he copie• at 
the plN:e thereon indicated for acceptance, and that the 
copy •o signed 'b7 Babbi J'riach •hall be returned to the 
Preddent or to the Secret&.1'7 of Temple Beth-n not later 
than June 15, 194;, and that wuch returned cow be made 
part of the minttte• of this meeting. 

:SE IT ~SOLVED, that Dr. David Jacobson be elected aa Babbi 
of Tei:iple Beth-El for t he period beginning July 1, 1942 
a..'ld ending ~ 1, 1943, at the salary of $350.00 !>er month. 

In August of 1944, Dr. Jacobson entered t he Naval Chaplaincy on 

leaye of absence. Since t hat ti~e Willie.m Sajowitz, a senior stu-

dent at t he rtebrew Uni on College has served as a t emporary replace-

ment. 
48 

Fr om l~ , 1938 till MB¥ 1945, ur.der vo.r1o118 officers the membership 

has grown t o over 500, end t he indebtedness has been COI11?letel7 

paid off. '?bus, f or t he first time in the history of the Congre-

gstion it possease. a Temple free of debt, and large enough to 

accommodate its growing membershi p for many years to come. 

The conclusion of t his Chapter will have t o be written by some-

one else in the future. The period of its history thus fl4r hae 

reYealed a gradual development of a more democratic spirit. The 

Board has been enlarged end t he Constitution revised in such lll8JUler 

as would indicate a desire to obtain participation by a larger 
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nuaber of members. !he pri't'ileg• of worshiping in the TE1mple 

h8a been extended to non-membera, new ceremonial• o.doptedl, 

end eY•J7 effort haa been to be of aerrice to the member11hip 

and Community, inclwUng an Inatitute of Jwlaiam Open Fo1~. 

hoapitality for ailit1Lr7 forcea,etc. The Congregation a~lffered 

be4l7 through the depreaaion but ha.a emerged vi th even mc1n 

vigor and spirit to continue ita devotion to the cauae o1~ 

Ju4aiam. 
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Chapt er Y 

Conclualoa 

H1ch on a hill in a loT•lT aect1on ot San .btonio, a 

beautiful buildi!lg etande majeat1c and serene. Thia i• not 

Juat another buildiug, but a Beth-n, a Houae of God. It 

la ao llllpreaa1Te in lta appearance that there are few people 

who paaa b7 who do not pauae to gase at ita aplendor. fhou­

aenda of people have not 0Dl7 seen the bulldi13g from the outaide, 

but have entered 1 ta aacred wall•, to vorahip there. 1ew there 

were, hoveTer, who mew ot the Jl8l1T 7eara of hardah1p 8114 

atrucgle that led to ita erection--79ara that datel. b.ak not 

merely to the 1.Dception of t hia building, but to a cathering of 

pioneers, vho aaaembled w.>re than HTenty 7eara 9g0. 

It wa1 the primary pnrpoae of t his theaia to collect ao .. 

of the information which would enable the reader to percein the 

hhtoey of this growth and development. laturall7 becauae ot 

the U.mitation of time and material the whole ato17 could not be 

told, but at leaet there is enoQgh that one can trace certain 

trenda or characteristic attitude• which run consistently 

t hroU&}lout ita aenntT years. From a etudy of theH one can 

gain an insight to the secrets of 1ts eucceeeea and fallurea, and 

proceed in the future v1th the benefit of the past a• a guide. 

It is the opinion of thie writer that the history of thia 
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Oongrecation doea not differ greatly from that of otheir 

Southern Reform Ooncregatlou and that the following cc>nclQ­

aiou and augges tion• could be applied to the ma.Jorit7 of 

th ea. 

(1.) Thia Congregation hae at all time• been a llefc>rm 

Oongrecat1on. J'rom 1ta yery inception it clearly 1den1~1fle4 

itaelt as au.ch. In ita custou and ceremoniea 1t baa ~rollove4 

the pattern eatablilhed by the Union of ~rican Hebre\t Congl'9-

gation• and by the bot\7 of graduate• of the Hebrew Uni<>n College, 

both of which organization• they have cont1nuall7 and ndequatel.7 

aupported. In it• ritual end litura it haa atrictl1 adhered. to 

t he Union Pr~erbook, rebuking at timea thoae Babbie who dniated 

from it. 

(2.) !hie Congregation owea its matence in no small meuure 

to the constant de'f'Otion of a few familiea. aach aa thn OppenheiJ:lera, 

Halff. hanks, members of which have labored in its behalf ainc• 

the first meet~ of the aubacribera to the Bulldillg Ftmd. 'rh• 

Temple vu not juat a hobb7 to these families. but it "as an 

euentiel part of their exiatenee. While it 1B true that othera 

have made substantial individual contributions in one ~~orm or 

another, (Mr. Morrl8 Stern. who wae 1n large meaaure rEisponeible 

for the building of the present atructure; Hr. Jonas J'J:ooat who 

brought the Congregation through the 7eara of depresa1c111: Mr•· L.L. 
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Karka vho for onr thin7 7ean aene4 a• director an4 

member of the choir; Kr· s. c. Kldridce, aecrete.1'7 of the 

Coacregation eince 1907; and Mies Sophie llodenheiJDer who 

vu principal and teacher 1n the Rel igiom School for OTer 

th1rtr-fiye 7ear•; and maiq- others) 7et when one coneldera 

the long •pan ot the hhto17 of the Temple, it h the contri­

bution• of the•e f &Jililiee in both fln8nc1al and lellderahip 

capacitie•, which •tand out t he mo•t• 

( 3.) !he financial aecur1 ty or lnaecuri ty of the !emple 1a 

in no vq renected in the interest of the member• of t he Congre­

gation. There were time1 when it eeemed that the Congregation 

vould not be able to J:l&intain t he expense of •Ten its vorahip 

•enice, 7et the interest and enthu.aiaam at the1e period• vaa 

no more or no leas than those of it• periods of greatest pro•per1-

t7. !he onl7 time that the Congre,;atlon ahovecl •i«n• of genuine 

interent vn.s lilhen the 1aaue of retiriug or hir~ a labbi vaa 

CODCerned. 

(4.) ~ Sabbath attendance waxed or vaned aa the interest 

in the person or meHage of t he Babbi vaxeci or vaned. .lt no 

time did t he Concre&ntion deTelop the habit of attendiDg ••r­
vice1 i n large number for pr~er, but rather the •ize of the 

Sabbath crowl ••emed to depend upon t he per•onal drawing power 

of the individual Babbi. 
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( 5.) !he Board ot Trua••ea ~aghout it• hiatoq. deTcted 

a •'n'"ll' of ~ of it• attention to the financial affair• of 

the Ool'lgregation. It Te17 rarel.7 concerned itself with th~ 

epiri tual, eoclal. and edacat ional prograa of the temple. !rheae 

programa were 4eterm1ne4 by the financial. budget and little oppor­

twi1t7 vaa preaented tor their ezpanaion. Kany faithful Mmben 

who had contribution• to otter along th••• line1 wen auspende4 

for non-pa;yrient of du.ea. 

(6.) Only in the laat few 79ara hu the Col'lgl'ega.tion begun to 

encourage a more repreeentet1Te croup aa Board members. 1or 

JDanT 7eara the complete control of the Teeple hae been in the 

hands of a limited group. Perhap1 it vas because thil grou:p 

alone diaplqed t heir interest, or perhap1 no one elae 8howe4 

interest because they were not given an opPortwiity to participate. 

\fb.ateTer t he cauee ~ be the result is the ui;ie. 

(7.) The youth program, both educational and 1ocial, baa not 

received either the financial or moral aupport which it cleHrna. 

At certain perioda, due to individual efforts on t he part of 

certs.in Ba.bbia or lead.ere, the progratl received aore empb.aaia, but 

by end large t here baa been a conaistent lack of enthuaiaam on the 

part of both the Board and Con&regation toward auch a program. 

(8.) A like reeponae, or lack of it , baa aarlmd the attempt• 

at organ111.ng long-r&Dge4 adult educational. and aoc1al prograu. 

All of t he auxilliary organ1zat1ons--S11terhood, Men1 a Club and 

Temple League--at one time or another achieved a moderate aucceea 
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aucceaaful program along Jev1ah U.ue. 

'1'hua the fruit• of todq are the direct anC. lneritabl• 

product• of 7eaterd~'1 eeeda. 

The Congregation po••••••• a debt-free Temple and ColUllWUtJ-

Center of.which it can Juatifiabl7 be proud, and it has a secure 

fl.nancial organization. !he vast majority of ita members aha.re 

thi9 pride in their Temple and in the fine name and relationship 

which the Jev bas established in thia communit7. Rovner, they 

haTe not &Tailed themaelvee of the full use of t he Temple nor 

acquainted theuelna with t he bscqround vhich would juat1f7 

thia pride ln their heritage. 

•ov that the financiel probleo re1ta aecurel7, it 11 tial 

to concentrate on the other problems vhich because of the ,ear• 

of neglect are in c11re need of attention. fhe procesa of 

democratization of the S1Jl8gogue JllUSt be expanded. Officers and 

Board member• must be elected not for their f e.mily or financial 

connectlona, but for the zeal and enthualaam vhich the1 have 

evidenced through their work in its behalf. (The selection of 

Hr. Sidney Berkowitz as President for the past two year1 ia 

e't'idence o~ progress along theae lines.) Emtihuie must be 

plc.ced on the development of a full and consistent educational , 
. 

spiritual e.nd social program for 1oung and old.. Al part of 
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thie program, effort ahould be mad• to enCOU1"8«e a 11ncere 

and regular attendance at the voreh1p 1ervice1 with the 

concentration centered ~pon the vorahip and not aolel7 upo~ 

the Babb1. 781l117 participation and tradition of generations 

aerring in the temple mat be reTi.Ted 10 that there will be 

a cont1nuoua proceaa of trained and deYOtecl leaden, all 

filled v1th the mpirit of dedication that can beat result 

from such a b11CJrcroun4. 

1'h• Charter member1, who started thia CoQCregation, were 

babued vi th a genuine love of Jada.1am Which gave them the 

inspiration and atrength to l~ the f owidationa of Temple Betb­

n. 
'rhe cont~tion of Beth-n•a growth and development, and 

and t he inflwmc• of llef ora Judaism in San Antonio vlll be in 

direct proportion to the revival of t his ze&l end deTOtion in 

t he present generations. Ma7 this effort meet v1th succ••• o.nd 

Beth-Kl become a tru.e House of God. vhere t he spirit of God ia 

manifeated in the words, deeds and liTea of its membera. 
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FOOTIWTES 

l. 1~enty-s1x men were pre•ent at first meet ing: 

L.Veith 
Sero Mayer 
F. hlayer 
H. Michel 
11: . Heltt 
S. Heltt 
L. Zork 
H. Frank 
A. Oppenheimer 
B. Op·,enheimer 
1~oses Oppenheimer 
A.B. Frank 
L. Mandelbaum 

A.J.Kem 
D. :i:erx 
L. !t.or1 tz 
L. Frank 
L. Moke 
M. Koentghe1m 
S.Koen1ghe1m 
A. Koenigheim 
s. Deutsch 
lt..A.Woltt 
E.1!oke 
B.L.Berg 
S.Moritz 

2. Election June 4 118?4 
L.Zork - Pr esident 
M.Koenigheim - Vice President 

· B. Oppenheimer - Secretary 
Sam Meyer - 'l'r ea surer 

Each elected by acclamation 

3. ~tpliOA 1g1z. &41874 - First permanent 
r gen1zet1on. 

Sam ~ayer - President 
L. Zork - Vice President 
B. Oppenheimer - Secretary 
Sol Deutsch - r.1.·r easurer 
L. Moritz - lllarshell 

Board ot Trustees 
M. Goldtrank 
M. Koen1ghe1m 
A. J,iichel 
M. Halff' 
and President 

4. 'l'he f'orty-tour Charter Members: 

Louis Zork 
B. Oppenhe imer 

Samuel 11'.ayer 
A.Michel 



Daniel Marx 
A.B.Frank 
E. lr:oke 
A. Haltt 
L. hlandelbaum 
Sol Deutsch 
T. H. Phillipson 
A. a. oltt 
4. Kern 
Simon Frank 
A. Sulnon 
lJ . Koenigheim 
Louis s. Berg 
Henry L. Berg 
S. Koenighe 1m 
kax Goldtrenk 
l:i . Frank 
B. Schwarz 
Mos es Oppenheimer 
Dan Oppenheimer 

~-

Solomon Baltt 
Samuel l!oritz 
Ferdinand . . ayer 
L. Veith 
A. . Kahn 
Lazarus Fr~nk 
Joser Treuer 
S. Frank 
L . L . lJiohael 
A. Sichel 
B. h~oke 
A. Koenigheim 
M. Haaa 
Adam Joseph 
Jr! . h:orr 1 son 
Henry iachel 
Ph1lli r. Sulzbacher 
A. Zork 
A. Morris 
Jlftx Mayer 

5 . December 27, 18 74 - Committee to solicit s ub­
scriptions for Building Fund in ew York , Boston 
end Philadelphia. Committee consisted ot: 

B. Oppenheimer 
a . B. Fra nk 
~. Haltt 

6 . Election July ll. 1875 

A. Cppenheimer 
A. Koen1ghe1m 
s. Deutsch 

S.Ma yer reelected Pre s1dent , and followin g were r e­
elected by accl amat ion: 
L.~ork - Vice Pr esident 
B. Oppenheimer - ~ecretery 
s. Deu~•cb - Tr easurer . 
Boart ot Trustees 
i.1 . Koen1ghe1m 
!4• Goldt'rank 
~.li&ichel 
M. Helff 
and President 

H.L.Herg appointed Secreta ry pro-tem 
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7. Communications of debb i nioal 4ppl1oations 
Hovember 28,1875 

Rev. F.Seener - Memphis, Tenn. 
H.Lowenthal - San Fr anoisco,Calif . 
~.L.Levy - San Jose, Calif. 
I. Weinstein - Meridi an , ~iss. 

S.Gutman - St.Joseph, Uo. 
M.Greenblatt- Shreveport, La . 
L.Lowinsohn - Augusta ,Ga·. 

8. Election January 30.1877 - To hold office un­
til October 1877 election. 
4 . Aichel - President 
A. B.Frank - Vice President 
1 .Haas - Tr easurer 

Board of ~rustees 
M. Ralft 
s. Frank 
Dan Oppen heimer 
A . It . Cohen 

9. lJarch 18 ,1877 - Fines were levied on t hose 
Trust ees A. hl .Cohen , Simon Fr ank, Meyer and 
Ha ltt tor not attend ing. 

10. Eiect1on October 7 1 18 77 
Sam ;.:ayer - Pr esident 
L. Veith - Vice Pr esident 
Sam ~orita - Secretary 
k . Haas - 'l' r ee surer 

Board of 'I'rustees 
Dan Oppenheimer 
~.M . Cohen 
s . Helrt 
B. Schwarz 

11. April 3, 18?8 - B.Schwarz, ..i . h: .Cohen , S . P.alff 
f ined $5 . 00 for absence. 

12. ~lection September 28. 18 79 
S.hlayer - President 
L.Veith - Vice Pr esident 



13 . 

-4-

A. Sichel - Secretary 
B. Schwarz - Treasurer 

Board ot Trustees 
A.M. Cohen 
D. Oppenheimer 
4 . B. Frank 
s. Haltt 

Elefttion Sept ember 12. 1880 
s. alrt - Pr esident 
L. Veith - Vice President 
A. Sichel - Secretary 
:a. Schwarz - 'l'r easurer 

Board ot ~ rustees 
D. Oppenheimer 
s. Frank 
S . i.:ayer 
H. B . Frank 

14 . ~lect1on September 25 . 1981 - All by ac­
clamation . 
s . Hairr - r esident 
s. Frank - Vice Pr esident 
A. Sic hel - Secretary 
A.M. Cohen - Trea surer 
B. Schwarz - Sexton 

Board of Trustees - By &cclame tion too. 
D. Oppenheimer 
~.B . Frank 
J.:. Oppen heimer 
J. Efron 

Election Septeqber 24 . 1882 - All by ac­
clamation . 
s . Haltf - Pres i dent 
s . newman - Vice Pr esident 
A. Sichel - Secretary 
A.M. Cohen - ~r~asurer 

Board of Trustees 
L.Woltson 
J. Efron 
D. Oppenheimer 

s . Schr am 
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Election October 14. 1883 - By accla~ation 
Dan Oopenheimer - Pr esident 
Moses Oppenheimer - Vice Pr esident 
A. Sichel - Secreta ry 
Den lforse - Treasur er 

Boar;: ot ~rustees 
s. yer 
IJ , Koenigheim 
S. ~7oltson 

El ection Cctober 26 , 1884 
Dan Oppenheimer - Preside nt 
L. Fr ank - Vice President 
L. Fra nk - Secretary 
Dan Marx - ~reasurer 

Board of ~ rustees 
M. Opnenheimer 
Sam ~ .. ayer 
A. B . Frank 
1.1 . Koen1ghe1m 

Election Septenber 20 , 1885 
Dan Oppenhei mer - Pr esident 
Sam l~yer - Vice Pres ~ den t 
L. Fr ank - Secretary 
Dan ~arx - 1reesurer 

Boar d of Truste es 
Opnenhei mer 
~.B . Frank 
1 ••• Koenieheim 
S . De*tscb 

El ection October 1 0 , 18 8 6 
D. Oppenhe imer - Pr esident 
Sam Mayer - Vice President 
Lez, Fr ank - Secretary 
Ma rx - ':.. reasurer 

Boa rd ot 1rustees 
H. B. Frank 
1. . Oppenhe i mer 
l.:! . Koenig he im 

L. Deutsch 
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Rlection October 16.188? 
Den Oppenheimer - Pres i dent 
s . Ma yer - Vice President 
L. Frank - Secretary 
llarx - Tr easurer 

Boerd ot Trustees 
H. B. Frank 
M. Koenighe1.m 
F. B. Frank 
L, \7 , Wolfson 
S. J.:ori tz 

Election Oc tober 1888 - Same offic ers and Bos rd 

Election ~ercb 31 . 1889 
s. Helff- Pr esident 
s . ~olfson - Vice Prtsident 
s . fuori tz - Secre tary 
s . .Ma rx - 'lreesurer 

Board ot ~ rustees 
D. C>ppent.eimer 
s. Deutsch 
A . ~ . •ioltt 
s. Mayer 

15. El ection Jµne 15 9 1890 
s. Halft - Pr esident 
L. Veith - Vice Pr esiden t 
s. oritz - Secret ary 
Den Oppenhe imer - 'reasurer 

Boerd of Trust ees 
Sam t:eyer 
A. A • .'iolft 
M. Friedman 

16. Election May 26 , 1891 - Same officers unanimously 
elected except Dan ·.:erx - Tr easurer. 

Board ot Trustees 
s . lolfson 
D. Oppenheimer 
b , A. Wolff 
Ll . Friedman 
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17. Election Way 21. 1893 
Sol Haltt - President 
L. Veith - Vice President 
Dan Marks - Treasu.rer 
A. ~olt - Secretar y 
c . R. Levy - Sexton 

Board of Trµst eea 
Dan Oppenheimer 
Friedman 
S . 'lolfson 
.a . Levy 

Election August 25. 189'l 
Dan Oppenheimer - President 
L. Veith - Vice Pr esident 
A.~. loltt-Secretary 
Dan !1·ta rx - Treasurer 

Board of Truptees 
A. Levy 
II. Friedman 
Sol tia lft 
S. \lol t'son 

C. H. Levy - Sexton 

Election J une 16. 1895-· same office1·s elected. 

Board or ' rustee; 
s . Halff 
s . \7olfson 
A . Levy 
L. Friedman 

18 . Election hley 3, 1896 
J ake Str aus - Pr esident 
Emile Bl•, • . Sr. - Vi ce! Pr esident 
.Julius Oppenheimer- Se4;,ret a ry Tr easurer 
Isidor Strauss - Secretary 

Board ot Trustees 
F. l.ieyer 
S . 'Nolf son 
E. Hertzberg 
Ike Sichel 
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19. Bl,ection Max 14. 18 96 
D. Oppenhe i mer - President 
L. Veith - Vice Pr esident 
1. u. Strauss - Secretary 
J. Oppenheimer ,Sr. - Trea surer 

Board ot ~ r ustees 
Sol Helt! 
Hr. Friedman 
L . \ioltson 
4 . A. Wolff 

20. Election hlay 5 . 1897 
F. Mayer - Pr es ident 
L. Ve ith - Vice President 
J.D. Stra uss - Secretary 
Jul ius Oppenhe1rr.er - Treesurer 

Board of 7rustees 
B. Oppenheimer 
H . Friedman 
s. Eal f t 
s . Wolfson 

21. .l'IDlerican Israelite - November 1 7 , 1898 

"The Congr ef etion Beth - JU has dec ided to buil d 
a ha ndsoce new Temple and has al ready taken 
steps toward t his end . rlev. Samuel Marks hes 
been earnestly advocating t he building of a 
new Temple for some time and prea ched an 
eloguent sermon r ec ently in behalf of t he 
project. At a business meeting of the Con­
greeet i on t he foll owing Commi t tee is to ge t 
s ·bscriptions - J.~ . Friedman, J . D. Strauss , 
Alex J oske , .a. . B. Fr ank s nd Nat Sulzbacher ." 

22 . Election May 8 , 18 98 - Same of ficers elected. 

Board ot ~ rustees 
M. Friedman 
D. Oppenheimer 
E. Blum 
S. Hal ff 
s . Wol fson 
A.S. fol tt 



Election May 7. 1899 
F. Mayer - President 
L. Veith - Vice President 
J.D. Strauss - Secre'tary 
J. Op ,enheimer - Tr easurer 

Board ot Trustees 
M. Friedman 
Ban Oppenheimer 
E. Blum 
s. Wolfson 
A • .d . Woltt 
A. Jose 
Sol Halff 

Election May 13 . 1900 - Same officers and t rustees. 

Llection May 26.1901 - Same o f ficers except for 
E. Sichel - Secretary 

Board of Trus tees 
i\J . Friedman 
IJ . Oppenheimer 
N . laster 
S. Half:t' 
E. Longin ni 
j, • 2 t:il ff' 
E . Blum 

23 . American I sraelite - L~y l, 1 902 

"A San Antonio Texas Congregat ion Beth- El will 
erect a new Temple durinr t he comint summer. 
The ~emple will c ost no t less than 025 , 000 
and will be one of the handsoa est places of 
Jewish worship in the South. The erection 
of t his build i ng ba s been made possible by 
the undef'atigable effort of Rabbi Samuel l1~a rks 
end the 11 berali ty of San Ant onto Jewry·. 

I t is intended that the wor k on the new Temple 
should begin about Lay 1st." 
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24. At a Board .. :eet1ng of October 25 ,1903, t ne 
President stated t hbt ~r . Wilson, riabbi 
Marltj physi cian, had informed him that 
rlabbi 11arka was ill and in need of a t leas t 
a ~ull year's r est. It wa s t he decision 
of t hat meeting that the Fr esident was to 
see Habb1 i.:arks and fi nd out his true 
condition • 
..lt a Board ~eet 1n t: of Hover:toer l,1903 t he 
appl ica tion of Hebb1 Mar ks for en i ndef i nite 
vacation was acted upon a s foll ows; a let t er 
we s sent t o him adv i s ing hi m t ha t be w o~ld 
be gi ven a vacation for the r ema inder of the 
term to September 1904, ond tha t hi R sa l ary 
would be r educed to ~100 per mont h dur ing 
t hi s period. It was s tated t hat it wo~ ld be 
necessary to s eek e Rabbi for th i s i nt erim 
period. 
On Hovember 5 , 1903 t he Boa r d met to consider 
a letter o r rlebbi L~ rks re ~ue st i·g a t hr ee 
month leave of a bsence with full pay. Their 
deci s i on was to re ply th~~ bis action "leaves 
us in doubt as to your rea l needs e nd in t ent i on 
i n the pr emises end forces us to decline acti on 
of tl:e proposal you te ve oe de•" .h.D.d, t ha t 
s ince it would be impos~ible to obtain a nabbi 
for t hree months, t lleir first offer r ema i ned 
t he same. 

25 . Election k ey 7, 1 905 
N. ~asher - Pr esident 
L. Veith - Vice f r esident 
4nanuel Cohen - Secretary 
J . D. O~penheimer - ~ reasurer 

Boart of Tr ustees 
Abe Cohen 
I. Lang 
1 .. • Friedman 
Den O;>penheiner 
1, . Helff 
a l ex J oske 
Ja ke Wolff 
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26. E].eot1on Llay 12 . 1907 
Alex Joske - Pr e si dent 
Abe Cohen - Vice r r esident 
s.c . Xldridge - Secre t a ry 
J . D. Onpenheimer - Tr ea s urer 

Board of Tr ustees 
Dan Oppenhe i ner 
Alex neltr 
Jake 1ioltr 
I. Lang 

2?. Election June 15 , 1908 
J . D. Op?enheicer - Pr es i dent 
H . L . rielff - Vice .·r es i dent 
s .c . Eldridge - Secreta ry 
J. ,rnl f f - 'i'r ea sur e r 

Board of • ... rustees 
Alex Joske 
I . La ng 
u. Berman 
.n . B . Fr ank 
E. Long1!11 
Abe Cohen 
Alex :iialff 

28 . Elect ion luay 7, 1911- Cf ficer s reelected 
J .V . Oppenhei~er - Pr esi dent 
L . L. Oppenhe1mer- Vice Pr es i dent 
s.c . Eldr idge •Secretary 
J ake Wolff - 'l'r ee s urer 

BoEi rd ot 'l r us t e es 
E. Long1n1 
.n.be J oske 
D. Bennan 
A . E . Ha lff 
Sam Ba rris 
I . Lang 
abe Cohen 

29 . Election Llay l. 1912 - Of f icers r eelected 



30. 

Board ot Trustees 
O.Berman 
E. Long1n1 
Alex Balt'f 
Sam L. Harris 
Abe Cohen 
F. Mazer 
Alex Joake 
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!;ection Max s. 1914 ax Oppenheimer - President 
o. Berman - Vic e Pr esident 
S. C . Eldridge - Secretary 
Jake Wolff - 'l rea surer 

Board of 7rusteea 
J. Oppenhe imer, Sr . 
J.D. Oppenheimer 
- lex Hal!'f 
Chas. Livingston 
W. W. Sanger 
Sam ::arr i11 
J . Stra uss 

31. Election May 11. 1915 
o. Berman - Pr esident 
Alex iia lff - Vioe Pr esident 
s.c . Eldri d[ e - Secreta r y latter contest) 

Jake iolff - Treasurer 

Board of Trus t ees 
J . D. Oppenheimer 
s . L. Harris 
I. St r auss 
ri . Leopold 
E.L: . Gol dstei n 
J . August 
Cha s . Livings t on 

32 . Elect i on ~ay 14 , 1916 
O. Bernan - President 
Alex Ha l ff - Vice Pr esident 
s .c . Eldridge - Secreta ry 
.!a ke \lolff - Tr ee sur er 



Board ot 7rusteea 
J.B. Op~ enhe1~er 
J. August 
Sam Lewin 
John Keep 
I. St r auss 
E.11 .Goldste1n 
H. Leopold 
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33 . Election hlay 13 , 1917 - By acclamation 
A. H. Heltt - Pr esident 
Sam Lewi n - Vice Pr esident 
J ake ~olrr - Treasurer 
s . c . Eldri dge - Secret a ry 

Board of Trustees 
John Kemp 
H. Leonold 
l~et Goids mi t h 
1iex Steifel 
hAorris Bl oc k 
I . S t r auss 
D. J. Str auss 

34. Election luay 5 , 1918 
A. Ber gel - Pr esident 
Sam Lewi n - Vi ce - r es ident 
J .D . G ~ enheioer - 1r etis urer 
s . c . ~ldridge - 3ecreta ry 

Boa rd ot Tr us t ees 
.d.rmond Half f 
n.be Adler 
n. . H. lia lft 
J. Kemp 
I . A. Victor 
Arthur Beck 
I. St r aus s 

35 . Election Mey 4 , 1919 
D.J. Straus s - Pr es ident 
Llorris Stern - Vice Fr es ident 
J . D. O penheimer - ~reasurer 
S . c . Eldridge - Secre t ar y 



Board ot Trustees 
i. Kemp 
Morris Block 
J . Strauss 
A. Bergel 
Mrs . ~ . Beumblatt 
Sem Lewin 
Irvin Stone 

36 . Election May l, 1920 
D.J .Strauss - President 
Sam Lewin - Vice ?r esident 
s .c. Eldridge - Seorete ry 
J .D. O~oenheimer - Tr eAsurer 

Board of 'J.rustees 
J. Kemp 
r..orr1 s Bloc k 
l.U-s . Se rah Baumblett 
I. S t rauss 
Mor ris Stern 
Sol 3aper 
A • Bergel 

37. Following Comni t t ees appointed: 
i tuel, Choir, Finance 1, Cemetery, Ladies Auxiliar y 

to the Cemetery Cont .i t 1iee , Supnl y and Repa ir of 
1:01Jse Committee, Awci l la ry t o s t. Ille , Sabbath School, 
Sick Committee , Auxi l t ary t o same, 1.embership 

Committee, Adv isor y Conrunittee to ~ ame - Socia l 
Committee , Committee to analyze rlebbinical Pension 
Plan . 

38 . Eiect1on Ma y l. 1921 
D.:. Strauss - Pr esident 
H. Haltt - Vice r resident 
s .c . El dridge - Secretary 
J . D. O?penheimer - ~rea surer 

Boa rd of 'i rustees 
A. H. Re l ff 
J:or1·is Block 
I . St r aus s 
J . Ket:lp 
llat Goldsr:ith 
L:orris Stern 
E • .i... . Goldstein 



39 . 
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~ectton ~ey 7.1922 :J. Straus - Pr e sident 
4 . H. Helt! - Vice f r esident 
s .c . Eldridge - Secreta ry 
J . D. Onpenheimer - Tr eas urer 

Bos rd ot i r us t ees 
;.!orris St ern 
J , Kemp 
4 .H. Hal f f 
lia t .. asher 
morr is Bl ock 

40 . Election May 6, 192~ 
Mor r i s Stern - r r esident 

41. 

42 . 

Het Gol dsmith - Vice Pr esi dent 
s .c. Eldri dge - Secretary 
J . D. vppenheimer - Treasurer 

Board of ~ rustees 
D. J . S t r auss 
:K. M. Goldste in 
l.orri s Bl ock 
Llrs . L. Goodma n 
J . Kemp 
kex Blue. 
~ . L. Schlesinger 

The five candid~ tes selected were : 
Rabb i S . Gupp - Providence, ithode Island 
rlebbi H. Franklin - San Jose , California 
Habbi ~pbraim Fri sch - New York 
.Hebbi s. Kory - Vi c ksbur g , I:i s s iss i ppi 
Rebbi ~endel Sil ber, New Or leans , Louisiana 

~ection 1!o y 4 , 1 924 
:Orris Stern - Fresiuent 
J . Frost - Vic e Pr esident 
S . C. Eldridge - Secreta r y 
J .D. Oppenheimer - ~ reesurer 

Boa r d of Trust ees 
J . Kemp 
Dr. A.A. Drown 
J . J . Stern 

Sid i.a tz 
Nat Washer 
H. flelsch 

I.:mi l Fr ank 
llrs • .Baumbla tt 
Sam Stern 



H.Leopold 
Sylvan Leng 
I.R. Stone 
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Mrs. L. Goodman 
1.irs . O. Berman 
Jec k Gugenheim 

43. lQ,ection rusy 3 . 1925 
Uorri s Stern - Pr esident 
J. Frost - Vi ce r r e sident 
s.c. Eldridge - Sec retary 
J. D. Oppenheimer - 1reas ur er 

44. Hebbi Henry Cohen - Gelvest on ,Texa s 
Rabbi #alter G. Peis er - Austin , Texa s 
Rabbi ~~rtin ~ielonka - ~l Paso, Texas 
Rabbi David Lefkowitz - Dallas, Texas 
rtabbi Henry Bar nston - Houston , Texas 

45. 

46. 

47 . 

48. 

n;ot1on 1930 
J. rost - President 
Sid Y.atz - Vice ?r esident 
S. C.:iildridge - Secretary 
J . D. Op?enheimer - Treasur er 

1'lect1on 1952 
I. Sichel - President 
Sylvan Lang - Vice Pr es i dent 
s.c. Eldr i dge - Secretary 
J . D. Oppenhe iner - Treasurer 

El ection 1936 
Sy.l.ven Lang - President 
Net Goldsmith - lst Yice Pr es ident 
J . Karotkin - 2nd Vice !'re s i dent 
s .c . Eldridge - Secre t ary 
J . D. Onpenheimer - Treasurer 

El ection 1938 
Ne t Gol dsmith - Pr esiden t 
J . 1:a rotkin - lst Vice I-r esident 
Sid ~:atz - 2nd Vi ce Pr esident 
s .c. Eldr idge - Secreta ry 
J . D. Op~enbeimer - Tre~ surer 

El ect ion 1940 
J . Ka rotkin - Pr es ident 
Sid Katz - l st Vice i·r ts ident 
Louis Scharlack - 2nd Vi ce President 
s . c. Eldri dge - Secretary 
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J . D. Oppenheimer - Tr eas urer 

RleoHon 1942 
Si dtz - Pr esident 
Fred Straus - lat Vice Pre~ident 
Herman Glosserman - 2nd Vice President · 
s . c . El dridge - Secretary 
J. D. Oppenheimer - Treasu.rer 

Election 1943 
Si d Katz - Pr esident 
Sidney Ber kowitz - lst Vice Pr es i dent 
Jack Pitlu.k - 2nd Vice Pres ident 
s . C. Eldridge - Secre t ary 
J . D. Oppenheimer .. TI'ea s urer 

Election 1944 
Sidney Berkowitz - ~resident 
J ack Pi tluk - 1st Vice President 
Perry Kellison - 2nd Vice f r esident 
s .c. Eldridge - Secre t a r y 
J. D. Oppenhe imer - Tr easurer 

Election 1945 .. Same offic ers reelected 



:Bl!LlOG&APIY 

Board and Congregational Kinutea ot !emple Beth-Kl 

lnterriew with •mbera of the Concregation 

San Antonio Da1l7 Ez:preaa 

!he American Iarael1te 
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