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DIGEST OF THESIS

"Ozar Zikronotai," the memoirs of Judah David Eisenstein cover
the period 1872-1927. This time span embraces the grest influx of
Jews from Eastern Europe to the United States and marks the foundation
of a new configuration of American Judaism. These memoirs reflect

both the immigration and the change.

Jo D, Eisenstein was born in Poland on November 12, 1854, Ie
studied with his grandfather, a Talmudic scholar, but his formal

education stopped before he was seventeen, when he came to New York

P

in 1872, Upon arrival he immediately went into a cLé%ﬁ{ng m.nufac=
turing business with his mother and sister. The business soon did
well and became known as "Eisenstein and Roggin." He was married at

nineteen and over the years his wife bore him eight children.

Though a menufacturer by profession, he was a scholar by choices
He drifted in and out of business until he was forty five, and in
1899 he made a trip to Palestine for a charity orgenization known as Kollel
America. This trip merked the waterchad in his life and from 1899 until
his death at the age of 101 in 1956 he wrote book after book, article
after article, Over the decades he established a world reputetion as a
compiler of emcyclopadic works. He labored as editor and publisher of
a ten volume Hebrew Encyclopedia entitled "Ozar Yisrael" from 1905 to
1913, "Ozar Yisrael" was followed by collections in Hebrew of Jewish
Law and Customs, Sermons, Midrashim, Travels and others. At his death

he left sixteen works in menuscript.



DIGREST (con't.)

Judeh David Eisenstein was a scholer of immense range, but was
untrained for scientific scholarship. His books are used for reference
end for homiletiecs, but can not serve for scholarly reseesrch because
they are deveid of textuml comparisons or scientific apperatus of
eny kind., Fisenstein was the prototype of the Eastern European scholer:
if there was & mistake in the manuscript, he knew what it was and he

fixed it,

His memoirs and articles are importent as a source for the l1life
of the Lower East Side of New York City; +the plight, struggles, and
rise of the East Buropean Jew; the Hebrew and Yiddish intellectual
circles during his 1ife; and Jews and Jewish participation in general

American 1life 1872 %o 1927.

This thesis consists of a study and evaluation of Eisenstein and

an English transletion of selected sections of his memoirs,
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INTRODUCTION

When Judeh David Eisenstein arrived in the United States in
1872, American Judeism was undergoing & significent change. The
Reformers had held their first independent conference in Philadelphia
in 1869 and by 1872 had gathered around Isamc Mayer Wise of Cincinne-
ti. The West was Reform and was strong; +the East wes more traditionel
and was week, Disappointed with the extremism of meny Reformers,
Sabato Morais and Semuel M. Isascs were joined by Marcus Jastrow and
Benjamin Szold to form a cemp of "historical Judaism" on the East
Coast.l Frederick de Sole Mendes and H. Pereirﬁ Mendes were beginning
to speak out in New York City., Above all, it was the Russian = Polish
immigration which by 1872 had begun to be significent, that gave in-
creased strength to the Historiecal School., These immigrants ceme at
the genesis of a new form of Jewish community life and in effect
helped to make it. When in 1882 the messes of Jews began to pour
in from Eastern Europe, Americen Jewry went into a pracess of chenge.
The industrial revolution in America was shifting the balance of

power to New York and the East Coast.

Judah David Eisenstein came in on the ground floor. A brillient
men with an intense interest in things Jewish, he wrote and read,
worked and watched as world Jewry shifted its masses from East to
West, and American Jewry shifted its power from West to East. In

1929 he wrote his memoirs, He hed achieved a world-wide reputation
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as & scholar of immense range and author of meny encyclopediec
collections. By 1929 the great immigration was over, the Russian
and the Germen Jew had created their seperate forms and institutions
end were beginning to work together to forge a unified Americen
Jewish Community. Eisenstein wes seventy five years old and had

seen it happen.

He feolt that the United States was the new Jerusalem for Jews.
"They brought their Torah in their hands and their faith in their
hearts and they became citizens in the land." (see p. 2). Eisen=
stein could have been describing himself, He did bring his Toreh
with him. He worked with Jewish sources all his life, He carried
his faith in his heart, remeining an Orthodox Jew, militantly working
to deepen the religion of Israel. And he became 2 citizen, a pa=-
triot with a passionate love for his country and his city. In meny
ways he was a prototype of the Eastern European immigrant, in many
weys he was their chempion. This study will analyze his r?le as

& scholar, as a Jew and as a citizen.

Two introductory remerks will help the reader of this study.
All page references in the text refer to the translation of "Ozar
Zikronotai." This method of notation was used to facilitate faster
reference. Also all unnoted quotations refer to the interview on
December 27, 1959 with J. D, Eisenstein's son, Isaac Eisenstein and
grandson, Rabbi Ira Eisenstein., The tape is available through the

Amoericen Jewlsh Archives in Cincinnsti,
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I am grateful to the staff of the American Jewish Archives

for their time and their patisnce; to Dr. Nehum M, Sarna, Librarian
and Miss Carol S, Stein, Research Assistant at the Jewish Theological
Seminary Library for.making available the Eisenstein Collsctiony to
Mr. Isaac Eisenstein and his son, Dr. Ira Eisenstein of New York, for
their time and helpfulness., My deepest thanks to Dr. Jacob R, Marcus
who never refused to lend his knowledge and insight and was "never
tocbusy to ses my student.” To my wife, Annette, whose love and
insight contributed immensely and who typed the entire manuseript, I

dedizate this thesis.
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BOYHOOD IN POLAKD

Yehudah bar Zev bar Zelig Eisenstsin was born as the Holy
Sabbath departed just before Hanukah in 1854, The small town in
Russie = Poland which witnsssed the occasion was known as Miedzyr-
zec, and his family was learned and well respscted there. They
were, of course, very O;thodox,and since Miedzyrzec was a center
of Hasidim, they were very pious. The newly born Yehudah David,
or Yodel as he was called in Yiddish, could trace his family back
to his great grendfather, and tradition had it as far back as
Rashi (see p. 11). Reb Zvi Zev Fishbein, his great grandfather
was, howsver, the earliest historiecal figure. Wealthy and generous,
he left more than 1,000 rubels to the Yeshiveh Etz Chaim in Jeru-
salem. When his first wife Rachel, Judeh David's great grandmother,
died, he remarrisd =-- this time to a pious convert -~ and this

caused & scandal emong the inhabitents of Miedzyrzec.?2

Fishbein's son, Reb Azrisl Zelig, was a great scholar, A
business man by trade, he was a student by choice., He was employed
in & flowr mill for which Miedzyrzec was famous, and was responsible
for collecting receipts. WThen some of the roceipts wers forged, he
suffered great losses. Although he knew who had done this, he was
unwilling to take them to court and so hs quit this job. A scholar
by temprament, he was mueh more interestod in his studies than his
business,

He was the well known geon, Rabbi Zelig, who was lsearned in

Alfesi..s thoy intended to accept him as rabbi in the city,
but... Miedzyrzec had been placed under & ban and no Hassidiec
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rabbi nor anyone born there sould serve as rabbi. Howevar,

Reb Zelig did help found the Bet Halidrash there and became its

leader.3

He was a Talmudist and seems to have concentrated on Alfasi

which he knew almost by heart. When he bascame the teacher of Ju&ah
David, and almost his sole teacher, he imparted to him his love for
the Talmud and especially for Alfasi, He taught him only the Halakeh,
leaving out all the/Hggaddah, whieh is precleely what Alfasi had done.
This was a powerful influence on Judah David's later interests and
personality. He always remained very much like Alfasi in his own
works, dealing with the prosaic and technical aspects of Jewish
sources, but never opening up to the boetic, the assthetically beau=-
tiful feelings. And there were other influences from this grandfather,
Reb Zelig. He wrote Responsa, relating the Talmud to problems of his
day, finding relevance for modern inventions in the Sea of the Tal-
mud (see p. 12)., So did Judah Devid. He studied while working and
before and after work. So did Judah David (see p. 27=28),

[ﬁ. D. ELZ never was fit for business. He was essentially a
scholar. He neglected his business. He would be in the back
of the store writing editorials for some Hsbrew paper in
Warsaw or Petersberg instead of attending to the business.

Porhaps then, this grandfather Zelig was the most important influence

on the young man's 1ife,

There was another importent influence, his fether. Reb Zev
Wolf was a "wanderlustman". He studisd Talmud early in life, and as
was the custom in East Europe, was matched in merraige to e thirteen

or fourteen -year o0ld girl. Then he bsgan to take trips.
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He took many trips. He was a man that covered the globe.
He was in San Francisco, South Africa, Asia, everywhere, Hs
was never at home. I really don't know whet he did to mske
a living... He was a short, red-headed, quiet very mischievous
typos.. He came to Americe several years before his wife and
children /Judah David included/ and he became & peddler.
Judah David's father had two major influences on his life. He gave
his son both his love for travel and his complete disregard for his ;
family. We shall return to both of these influences in their proper

place.

His mother, Tuva Bluma, was hls antithesis. Judah David, ths
son of an adventurer, was 2 born scholar., His mother, the daughter
of a rabbi, was & born businesswomans It was she who set up the

business in America, but agein we shall return to this later,

Judah David studied hard as a youth and he was brillisnt, He
hed & "fantastic memory."
He told the story that when he was twelve ysars old, his mother
wanted to show him off, like all mothers do. He had gone to
sleep early, and she had company that evening. She woke him
up and they put him on a little stool. He sat there and re-
cited two or three chapters of Isaish (seo also p. 31).
All of his Hebrew knowledge was acquired before he was seventeen years
old, when he came to America, On his own as & young man he read
Hobrew literature of the Haskal{ah and felt himself influenced by
Abraham Mapu, Naphtali Shulman and Abraham Lebensohn (ses p. 13).
The only semi-formal education he received in his entire life was

from a Christian teacher in Miedzyrzec who taught him Russian and

German and the elementary seiences (zo0 P. 31). Both his intellectual
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abilities and his lack of formel training were to play a great role

in his later 1life.

With his father already in America and conditions in Russia =
Poland becoming steadily worse for the Jews, Judah David's mother
decided in 1872 to make the break from the 0ld World and to come to
the "Goldene Medinah," The trip was made in the summer of that year.
Fortunately, we have & record of that journey from the pen of the
seventeen year old Judah David (see pp. 14 = 22)., The letter speaks
worlds about the trials and tribulations of the East European emi=

grant, of his fears and his feelings, his yeernings and aspirations.

s
Judah David yesrned to see his father, yet he had ambivolent feslings

about leaving his native land. The pictures conjured up by the ex-

periences at the borders and the kashrut problem aboard ship are a

o
,,,,,

classic’ and a*pfbﬁﬁtffe of thousands of such experiences undergone
by the masses of Eastern European Jews who followed the Eisenstein

family to the "Goldene Medinah."
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AMERTCANIZATION

The transition from Pole or Russian to American was always a
difficult one for the Eastern European,end it was no less so for
Judeh David Eisenstein. However, ths transition from ghetto Jew
in Bast Europe to ghetto Jew in America was not so difficult. When
the immigrant arrived on the shores of New York City, he was imme-
distely whisked away into the security of the Lower East Side of the
city. If he had no money or possessions, he was brought into the
garment industry, or he became & peddler. If he had some resources,
he opened a smnll business. Eisenstein arrived in July of 1872 with
his mother and his sister. They had some caepital and immediately

started a "businsss,”

This is partially described in his second
letter to Zvi Rozazik (see pp. 27-28) along with a wonderfully naive
and prosaic picture of New York in 1872 through the eyes of a seven=

teen year old immigrant.

Thus began s new phase in Eisenstein's life, & phase marked by
no formal scholarly training but much study, by many Juwish affilia-
tione and interests, by social slubs and new recreations, by business
gains and losses, and by a steady stream of articles and editorisls
for Hebrew and English periodicals both in America and abroad. The
period maey be set 1872-1899, from his errival in New York to his
trip to Jerusalem, for in thet year at the age of 45 he stopped his
mercantile career completely in order to devote himself exclusively

to writing, editing and publishing his encyclopedic works. The period
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is characterized by many of the traits of his grandfether and father
described above. Though married, he was not a family man. Though

in business, he was not a businessman, He was basically a matmid

end a wanderlustman and though he participated in many activities, it
was the scholar and the traveler in him which emerged victorious even

in this period of Americenization,
BUSINESS

He came with his mother and sister and started to make shirts
for the private trade. His mother did the cutting and his
sister did the sewing on machines thaet they bought. He went
out and sold them privately from 1872 on. From this business
wes developed the business which later became “"Eisenstein and
Roggin."

When they arrived in New York they were met by Reb Zev, Eisenstein's
father. As a peddler, he had made many contacts. One of these was

with a merchant named Israel Cohen.

He drifted into Reb Cohen's store od Ludlow Street. This

store had everything... I remembsr the sign yet (I was born

in that building). The sign read "Israel Cohen, Dealer in
Oildoth, Hosiery, Suspenders, Buttons, etc." Reb Cchen
ecatered to the peddlers that had drifted in et that time (be-
fore the big immigration of 1882) and /J., D, E.'s/ father was
one of his customers. Be had accumulated about twenty five or
thirty dozen shirts and when /J. D. E./ and his mother arrived
here, he contributed that toward the business... Hs steysed here
about two or three years after that and two other children were
born to him (Harry and Ida)., He thought it was time to make
another getaway, so he went back to Palestine. (also ses p. 77).

This brief span of time with his father was important to Eisenstein
for two reasons. It led to his marraige and eventually to his leaving

the business.
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He married the daughter of Reb Israel Cohen, the man with

whom his father had done business as a peddler. Reb Cohen was

e patriarch, a wonderful man with a long white beard.
When they arrived, naturally the first place they went was to
Shul, and so his father brought this genius to the Shul. They
sat around in the eftoerncon and this seventeen year old gave
them Hidushim from the Talmud. Israsl Cohen looks.at this
genius end seys, "That's for me," So without consulting his
daughter, Rivkah, they made a shiduMi. She was en Americen-

born girl, and her father told her, "I heve Just the right
man for you, He's a learner."

So they wero merried in October, 1874 (see pe 44).4

Some time before 1878 Eisenstein's sister was married to Nathan
Roggin, who in October of 1877 cems into the business. Their factory
was on Ludlow Street in the Lower East Side of New York City. 3y
1879 the business was worth $10,000 (see De 45), In 1880 the family
bought & house on East Broedway also on the Lower East Side. The
property doubled in velue after the large scale immigration of 1882,
so that by 1883 they had a good buslness and a secure income from

the menufactwe of shirts (see p. 60).

In 1884 Eisenstein's father returned from Palestlins and on the
basis of the twenty five or thirty dozen shirts which he had originelly
contributed to the business in 1872, he wanted to becoms a partner.
Eisenstein took his side. His mother adamently refused. The partner-
ship was dissolved, Eisenstein's mother and father were divorced, and

his father wes sent back to Palestine "with a pot of gold" (see p. 77—78).5
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When the partnership broke up Eisenstein went out cn his own,
Ho began & business a few houses down on the sams street, East
Broadway., His mother, the real business genius, continued the old
business with Nathan Roggin, her son~in=lew, under the name "Roggin
end Eisenstein.,” This business became very large, later backed the
publication of Eisenstein's megnum opus, Ozar Yisrasel, and is still

in existence under the nems "Roggin Brothers" (see p. 153).

From 1884 until the turn of the centwry Elsenstein engsged in

business both by himself and in partnership with others.

In 1885 he took in & partner, some relative of his wife.

The business went to ruin and they thought that East Broad-

wvey weas played out. So, because others were moving uptown,

he also moved,
He moved his residence to Bast 93rd Street in 1891 (see p. 98).
To move uptown in the 1890's was & prestige symbol, for "uptowm"
meant weelth and success. It meant equality for the Eastern European
vis=e~vis the wealthy native born Jew and the Germsn Jew. Hs could
feel himself a bit more elite and slect then the throbbing masses on
the Lower Bast Side. But Eisenstein hed neither the wealth nor the
status. Though he lived uptown, his place was always in the Jewish

bookshops and printing firms downtown. The move brought an end to

his privete business.

Then a good life=-long friend, Henry Ettelson, started him in
his business., Ettelson's business was good, and he toock

/3¢ Do E./ in with just a few dollers. Within a few wgeks,
/3« Do E./ hed en idee of how to improve the business by
bringing in machines rather then contracting the goods.
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Ettelson was a nice, easy going man, but within e few months
this idea almost broke up the business. Ettelson said, "I
love you, but you can't be a partner., Here's double what
you put in the business, and goodbye."

Eisenstein was in the business for six monthsy; +then he just stumbled

along while his mother helped him financially.

In 1899 he decided to go to Jerusalem. This was his first trip
to Palestine and it marked the end of his mercantile cermer. Eisen~

stein remarked:

In 1899 I left business entirely and began to work in literaturs.
It is possible that if I had succeeded in my business, I would
not have begun to engage in literary pursuits and I see in this
divine providence (see p. 78).
Probably, howsver, the motivation was exectly the oppomite, Like his
grandfather, Eisenstein was never a businessman and even while in
business he was constently writing articles for newspapers and mage=
zines in Europe and New York. He studied "yomem welailah," and never
took responsibility for the business., He was forty five years old
and had been married twenty five yeasrs when he finally made & breek
from business, Hed his mother not made enough to support him, he would
either have had to give up those literary pursuits or leave his femily

(as his father had done).

FAMILY

His family life was interesting, for though he was living in

America in the nineteenth century and had merried an American~born
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girl he might just as well have been living in Europe a hundred yesrs
earlier "for she definitely hed e second class ecitizenship." ' Though
he traveled extensively he never took his wife anywhere.

She was a bright shrewd woman. On her eightieth birthday

she made & speech expressing hersslf publicly orn /J. D. E,/

for the first time. She said, "I've walted for sixty years

or more and now I'm going to talkl"end she let loose about

all the years he had neglected her, was interested only in

his own works. "He might be & hero to the world, but at home

he's just & men who doesn't pay any attention to his familyl"

Though he may not have paid any ettention to his family, he did

manage to have a large one., His wife bore him eight children: four
sons; Isaac, Nathan, Zelig, and Ben, and four daughters; Rose (lrs.
Henry Bloom), Miriem (Mrs. O, B. Friedman), Birdie (Mrs. I. D.
Silverman), and Lilly (died in 1919). Eisenstein took no interest
in their education er in their welfare. Hs left them in his wife's
care, while he wrote articles and collectéd materiel for editorials.
As a result none of the children received a college education. When
his oldest son, Isaac, came home and announced thet he had been
accepted to New York University, Eisenstein prormptly told him that he
could not go for he had to help support the family. His son, Zelig,
was able to finish his studies et New York University only by going
at night when he was already forty years old. .None of the children

knew Hebrew, though their fether was considered one of the important

Hebraists in this country. However, whet Eisenstein denied his

children they were determined to provide for their own (see pp. 152-153),

And so what was normally the strongest drive in the immigrant ==

education for his children, even if he himself was uneducated ==
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was delayed for a generation in the family. He was just not interested
in what they learned or what they beceme == as long as he was able

to do his work undisturbed.

RELIGIOUS ORIENTATION

Eisenstein's Americanization is very interesting. He lived in a
totelly Jewish world. Though he wes passionately interested in nation-
el and local politics, in internationel affairs, in civic organizations,
he saw them all through his special Jewish glasses. There was not an
invention or & shipwreck which could not be related in soms way to the
Jews. There was no election or government policy which did not affect
the Jews. A few examples will illustrate: the Panama Canal =- finsnced
by the Seligman bankers; Thanksgiving Day == taken from Sukkot;
Hundredth Celebration of Washington's inaugural address =- Chief Rabbi
issved proclamation; sports =~ Benny Leonerd, the boxer; and many more

(see pp. 62, 91, 93, 108).

Eisenstein was Orthodox, and he remained militantly Orthodox
throughout his life. He considersd Reform Judaism no better than
Christianity as a religious expression, and Reform Jews no different
from Christiens (see p. 181). He meintained that the growing Conser=
vative movement had no real position and hoped thet they would become
Orthodox. Ag an observant Jew, he maintained strict keashrut in his
home and observed the Sabbath. He was one of the founders in 1894 of
Shomre Shabat, an organizetion to help the tresditionsl Jew retsin his

observance of the Sabbath (see p. 103).
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é Eisenstein was very active in the congregation, Bet HaMidrash
? HaGedol on the Lower East Side, He wrote a history of the congrega-
tion for the American Jewish Historicel Society in 1901.7 Elected
a vice=president of the congregation in 1887, he was appointed cheir-
man of the charity committee and organized the collection procedure

so well that his method remsined in use in the following years (see p. 87).

Despite the above orientation and affiliation, his religious views
were not fanaticel 1y Orthodox, He was "Orthodox in & modern spirit)

We shall return to an analysis of his views in a later chapter.
CIVIC WORK

Eisenstein was active in civie affairs dwing this period of his
life. He was a community leader on the Bast Side from the age of
twenty to forty five when he began to devote himself entirely %o his
works. A familiar figure in downtown New York City, he wes often

called upon to organize or remorganize some organization.

Perhaeps his most important interest and contribution was the

Kollel Americe of the congregation Tiferet Jerusalem.

There were boxes for the poor in Palestine. The public used

to salve 1ts corscience by putting in a few pennies, But only
fifteen or twenty per cent went to Palestine. Sarasohn, the
publisher of the Tagseblatt, headed it. There wes a scandal

when someone returned from Jerusalem relating that the people
ware starving,. /ﬁ. D. ELZ took upon himself the task of look=
ing into it. He got the Jerusalem Consul, Edwin Wallace, to

come to the house and then they had & mass meeting at the
Educational Alliance., /J. D. E,/ %hen tock his trip to Pelestine
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in 1899 and organized the Kollel America. From then on the
moneys were better hendled.
Eisonstein's account (see p. 107) is slightly different, but the basic
fact that he set 1t on its feet remains. He arranged that the mejority
of the money collected here would go to indigent Americen Jews living

in Jerusalem.

In 1880 he was the leader in founding the Shohre Sefat Aver; an
orgenization to encourage and help recreate Hebrew and Hebrew literature
in Americe. He gave the organizetion msny books, paid for the sub-
scriptions to Hebrew periodicals and contributed to the publication

of their brief annual "HeMeasif B'Erez HaHadashah" (see pp. 59-60).

In 1883 he donated books to the Young Men's Hebrew Association
that they might start a library (see pe. 73). In 1888 he was active
in bringing Rabbi Jacob Joseph to New York to serve as Chief Rabbi.
He wes the secretery of the committee (called the Kehillah) organized
expressly for that purpose (see pp. 88-91) This wes the crude be-

ginning of what later became the Kehillah of New York lead by Dr.

Judeh Megnes,

Eisenstein was active in the organization "Ohsle Shem," a group
of intellectuals whose alm was to preserve and advance the study of

Hebrew and Semitic langusges (see pp. 104=105).

One of his most important interests and one of which he wrote
extensively was the attempts at Jewish colonizatior in the United States

(see p. 68). He was very much involved in the founding of the colony
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called "Mizpah" in New Jersey. The account in the memoirs (see

PP 96=~97) is not complste, but the following fills in the details,
Frankel and Mersky were in the wrapper business, a fine
business. They bought 8,000 acres near Vineland, New Jerssey
in order to pull people away from the East side. They cleared
200 acres for a town., Mersky said he would build a factory
there and use Philadelphia worksrs, That 's how it would get
started. /J.D.E./ was only a pertner in the land. He took
most of his monsy from his business and invested in this
venture, They started the town and opened an office on the
East Side to sell lots in the town. 1t was too big a venture.
Instead of needing $25,000 - $30,000 they needed about
$300,000.

Eisenstein's organizing abilities were put to use again for a
group of young peopls who organized a social club called the "Rutgers
Club." 1In the late nineteenth century there were two social clubs
on the Lower East Side, the Rutgers Club and the Chesterfisld Club,
The Rutgers Club was a gathering started by young people on East

Broadway Streset for sociel life. Eisenstein was invited to orgenize

it and he went into the work enthusiastically.

Eisenstein spoks publicly on meny occasions. His talks variad
from dry scholarly dissertations on Talmudie points of law to prob-
loms of modern politics. A fow examples will serve to illustrate:
he read papers before the American Jewish Historical Society on the
Bet HaMidresh HaGadol and Responsa relating to Jews in America (see
ps 101); gave two lsctures to tho "Ohale Shem" on Miggo and on
Annexation of the Phillipines (see pp. 105, 111); for the Young
Spedk ers Department he gave lectures at the Cooper Union Institute

on Joseph, on Hamlst and on Liberty (see p. 86).
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RECREATION AND TRAVELS

Eisenstein tried his hand at many things. He pursued sports
in order to keep his body healthy. So he tried horseback riding,
swimming, end rowing (see p. 75), and fishing (see p. 77). He liked
indoor diversions and therefore tried his hand at the piano (see p. 74),

billierds (see p. 75) end chess (see p. 85), He becams & member of

the "Free Soms of Isrsel™ in 1886 but resigned three years later (see
pe 84).

Ho never missed enything. Every Saturday afternoon he went T

with another crony to the matinee. In 1889 /J. D, E./ took

me to a parade. He was short ffive feet two inches/ and so

he paid a men $1.00 for a chair to stand on to see the parade.

This leads into his travels. He was interested in politics and

took trips to Washington and upper New York State to hear speeches by
Presidents, Congressmen, and Governors. He considered himself a
"great traveler."™ 411 of his trips both in America and abroad are
translated in the memoirs. They number more than twenty from his
first recorded trip to Washington in 1876 for the centennial cele=
bration of America's independence, to 1926, his last recorded trip
which took him to Europe for the fourth time and Palestine for the
second. Some trips were pleasure and vecetion trips =- Niaé?é Fells,
Catskill Mountainé, Thousand Islands, Canada, Puerto Rico and others.
Other trips were made to buy books, to organize Kollsl America or to
sell his own works. (see pp. 47, 70, 74, 76, 79, 84, 95, 96, 97, 102,

108, 109, 122, 131, 145, 154).
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& He would go off on a trip to meet soms of the booksellers

: in other countriss to establish his contacts., He went alons,
usually telling the family a few deys ahead, "I'm going to
Europe on Tuesdayi"

Until the turn of the century Eisenstein had indeed been a

busy man. Now many of these interests and activities were curtailed

in order that he might concentrate entirely on his prodigious effort,

the Ogar Yisrael,
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Through the years Eisenstein established a reputation as a

Hobraist and a scholar of immense range.? If this were so, it
was because of his natural abilities and his untiring efforts, He
never had a day of formal schooling. He started by studying with
his grapdfather in Poland and when he arrived in the United States
he was already somewhat of an expert in Telmud.

He not only had a remarkabls mind and memory, but he also

had a very high opinion of himself., He never assumed for one

moment that he could learn anything from enyone else. So

thers was no point in going to a school, for there was no=

thing that they could tesch him. He maintained that atti-
tude throughout his 1life,

He was, then, an auto-didact, and over the yeers he built up a

storehouse of information on Judaica snd Hebraica.

His English was very adequate., He worked hard to learn the
language rapidly after his arrival in 1872, He subscribed to the
New Tork Tribune, read through it daily, and soon had mastered English

eomplately on his owne.

He began to write articles for Jewish periodicals and was soon
considered an authority in areas of Talmud and Eastern European
immigretions The articles poured forth from his pen, contributing
to nineteen different Hebrew and Yiddish periodicals and eight
English ones, Chisf emong these were HaZefireh, HaMslig, The Jewish

Comment and the American Hebrew. (see pp. 200-201).
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When Dr. Isadore Singer end his Board of Editors asked Eisenw
stein in the 1890's to contribute to the Jewish Encyclopedia to be
publishad in English, he had come of age. He prepared over 150
separate articles for the editor, These articles, appearing in
avery volume, range from a map of Palestine to art in the synagogus.
Alimony, Flag, Incense, Prayerbooks, Slander, Titles qf Honor,
Russian Immigration are but & few of these articles, which show an
immense range of knowledge. When the Jewish Encyclopedia appeared,
the stege was set for the next period of Eisenstein's 1life, a period

which produced volumes of encyclopedies, anthologies and concordances.
OZAR YISRAEL

Eisenstein came into his own wi th the appearance of the Jewish
Encyclopedia. Respectsd as & scholar and interpreter of fine poinmts
of Biblical and Tel mudie law, he approached many of the Hebrew
scholars of New York and Europe with the idea of publishing & Jewish
encyclopedia in Hebrew. He felt that because the Jewish Encyclopedisa
was written in Englisp deprived many, indeed most, of the students
of Judaism of tﬁejéossibility of availing themselves of the informa-
tion stored in it. To the great majority of the Jews living in
Russia, Galicia, Rumania, and the Orient, Hebrew was the best medium
of communication., Therefore, en encyclopedia in Hebrew would not
only be a work facilitating study, but, in the best and the highest

sense of the word, a message bearer of civilization,10
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There had been attempts in Russia to prepare a Hebrew encyclow-
pedia. Ahad Haam had envisioned such a work. Nahum Sokolow and
Joseph Klausner, poor in funds but glowing with enthusiasm, mads an

effort to continue the idea in 1904 with an Ogar HaYahadut. This

effort too proved abortive.

But whereas the wealth of the merchant and the ardor of the
Bebrew litterateurs failed, our unpretentious Mr, Eisenstein
has succeeded, and what Russian Jewry was sow}&g in tears,
American Jewry is beginning to reap with joy.
Eisenstein began his magnum opus in the early 1900's. Ha solicited
financial and scholarly help from 2ll sides, but met with apathy and
disinterest from the New York philanthropists and scholars of Die

Wissenschaft des Judentums. Jacob He. Schiff and other philanthro=

% pists had financed the research and publication of the monumsntal

work in English, but there were no funds fortheoming for Ozar Yisreel.

b g

Few men who might have been interested.thought that Eisenstein would

i o Bt P25

be able to produce such 2 massive work as he envisioned. It was

Eisenstein's mother who financed the work, giving him $30,000 for

{ publication.

Nor did he have an editorial board of scholars like the English
encyclopedia, FEisenstein had set his goasls and he moved forward
elmost single handedly. Dr. Gotthard Deutsch, one of the finest
Jowish historiens in the world, wrote for him, as did other scholars \

of high repute. However, they had nothing to do with the editing

of the articles as they were submithed.
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Few can appreciate the struggle and self=sacrifice which
the editor underwent befors his cherished ideal became a
reality. Not for him those commodious quarters which were
fitted out for the editors of the Jewish Encyclopedia. In
the crowded and noisy portion of the new Jewish colony in
the Bronx, with 1little to inspire and much to disturb, there
is where some of those able articles are being written, and
there 1s where they are being printed, frequently with the

assistance of the editor himself.l2
In 1886 Eisenstein had written an article chastising the new Con-
servative Seminary for their theological beliefs and ceremonial
practices (see pp. 177=-197). He also demonstrated the "inexcusable
blunder of those who attach - - some scientific importance to
Professor Solomon Schechter's discovery of the Genizah, the so-
celled Hebrew original of Bem Sirah's proverbs." 5 He was not
looked upon highly, therefore, at the Jewish Theologicel Seminary.

This hurt him in his efforts to produce the Ozar Yisrael., Dr.

Isadore Singer wrote:

Ons splendid opportunity, among others, offered itself to
President Schechter and his assistants, to show their per-
sonal scholarship and genuine enthusiasm for Jewish science;
to take up the Hebrew Encyclopedia plan which J, D, Eisen-
stein laid before them. They smiled, shrugged their shoul-
ders, and made vague promises, the results of which were
that this tromendous enterprise was placed upon the shoul=-
ders of ome man. Fortunately, Mr., Eisenstein is not only

& scholar and an enthusiast, but also a man of soms means, 14

Nonetheless, the articles began to come in from scholars and
rabbis from all over the world. They arrived in manuseript, in
typing, in Hebrew, Yiddish, English and several Eastern European

languages =~ an article on cuneiform by Dr. A. Sarowsky from Wiborg,

Finland; ean article on the Ma-dsba map by A. Cohen from Lod,
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Palestine; an erticle on the Pharisees from Livorq;; Italy.l5

Eisenstein translated ard edited each article which he received,
wrote many himself end rewrote others., On February 1, 1907 the
first volums eppeared, and the volumes continued to appear until

the tenth and lest was completed in 1913 (see pp. 129~130),

Eisenstein took edvantage of the fect that the Jewish Eneycloe
pedis had el reedy appsered as a basis for organization of his materisl.
Dr. Singer was & close friend end he lent his telents and experience
tc the enterprise., Perhaps Eisenstein's most importent support
came from Abrahem Freidus (see pp. 91=-92), the bibliographer of the
Jewish Section of the New York Public Library. Through his position,
Freldus aided many scholars in their work. He was a life-long
friend of Eilsenstein and spent many hours at Eisenstein's home
teaching him methods of organizing materisl with a card system.

Eisenstein used this knowledge for his subsequent works as well.

Ozar Yisrael hed & limited audiende. The Western Jew who could
afford it could not read it, and the masses of Russc =~ Polish Jews
whe could read it could not afford it., Louis Marshall would not
buy it though Eisenstein tried to sell it to him, and he was typical ,16
The maskillim who bought it peid for volume one when volume two ap=
pearad. He published a flier in 1908 with a passionate plea for
2,000 subscribers. The first volume sold for $3.00 and he could not
get the 2,000 customers. Eisenstein made several trips throughout
the United States, 1916~1920, to sell them. He managed to sell

enough to finance the books which followed, but never paid his mother
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for her original investment of $30,000. He sold 700 volumes to Ben

Avigdor for Wersew, but didn't receive payment in full (see pp. 119=120).
He sold & set to Eliezer Ben Yshuda who prid for it by giving Eisen=
stein e set of his twelve volume dictionery. iad it not beem for the
Judeica libraries throughout the world, he would not heve sold enough

soets to remein financially independent.

Eisenstein hed enormous abilities to catalogue, collect and edit.

His mind was fertile and his memory encyclopedic, He was thoroughly
familiar with the Bible, Telmud, Midrash, Cormsnteries, all Jewish
sources. Yet, he was untrained ;cientifically, and this factor stamped
his work. Ozar Yisresel, as his other books, reflects a vest knowledgse
but lack of precision, He guessed often, or took fects for granted.

If there were variants in a text he just corrected them with no men-
tion of wther menuseripts or criterion for ths decision.l8 He never
footnoted using a compaéitive scientific appsratus, though he did give

his original source. The reeder can never be certain whether he is

feading & correct text or a "corrected" one.

Nor was Eisenstein unbiased &s editors The editorial board of
the Jewish Encyclopedia in English included men of every theological
position. They acted as & check one on the other to present scientifie,
scholarly material unobstructed by the author's perscnal convictions.
Yet, the positive side of each position could be reporteds Dr. David
Philipsor, a Reform rabbi, wrote the article on Reform Judeism,
Herman Rosenthal, an Eastern European scholar, was the editor of the

department of the Jews of Russia and Poland. Not so with Ozar Yisrael.

|
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Every article reflected Eisenstein's personal views. His erticle on

Conservative Judaism is a biased and stilted editorial from a neo=

crthodox position. His article on Reform and Reform Jews is equally

biesed.

4 One is very disagreeably impressed, not to say disgusted, with
i the manifest pre judice and fenatical bias of the editor against
Reform Judaism in general and Reformers in partiecular. Such
remarks as we find on pages 42, 52, 99, 142, 186, 181 (Volume
Four) ageinst Ryform Judaism and its leaders are not only un-
werrented, but out of plece in a work that is supposed to be

important like gn encyclopedia.19
The value of the work lies in those areas of Talmudic law and

Medieval commentaies, areas in which Eisenstein wes throughly femiliar.

The articles on Eastern Europe and its Jewry are significant and a

real contribution to Hebrew knowledge.

Until the publicetion of the new Hebrew Encyclopedia, Ozar Yisrsel
was @ necessity for every library and reference room.where Hebrew

scholership is found. It is still widely used es a basic reference work,
OTHER HEBREW COLLECTIONS

Following the completion of Ozar Yisrael in 1¢1%, Eisenstein enthu~

siastically set out to compile and publish other reference wolumes.
In the next sisteen yeers no less than ten such works appeared covering
§ & wide range of scholarly interest == midrash, sermons, Jewish law,

Biblical and rabbinic concordances, Jewish travels, polemics.
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"Ozar Midrashim" was the next to appear (19156), It is a two
volume collection of 200 minor midrashim collected from manuscripts
and medieval collections. Many of them were previously unknown.
These midrashim are mostly post-Talmudic from the Geonic period and
from the period of Rashi and bigimonides«?0 FEisenstein found them as
fragments scattered about in pﬁblic and private libraries all over
the world. In the general introduction to the work Eisenstein ex-
plains his position on changing er corrscting a text. He states that
eopyists through the ages were gimple men who did the work for the
money rather than for its own sake. They made errors, they changed
words according to their own interpretation, or compounded an error
that wes already there because they did not know how to correct it.
Therefore, Eisenstein states, the Midrashim which he found were
full of copyist and printing errors.?l These are different from the
larger midrashic collections like Midrash Rebbah and the Tanhumas which
were transmitted by the great sages of the centuries and who inter-
preted each word accurately and precisely. However, in these lesser
works there are meny errors which "any boy" could see. For example,
in the Sefer Halekutim it is written, "Three thimgs did the _~unN 7T }?fﬂ
ask." It is plain, says Eisenstein, thet this must be vaifk and not

;:f;f « Similarly, throughout the manuscripts and printed editioms

many errors are found. Writing in the neme of a scholsr who took the

same position Eisenstein states:

I have not followed in the path of those editors who publish
works arguing over every word and who reproduce every error
found in the manuscript... or if a word or letter is wrong
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they note it for the reader and write seversl things about
it which do not help anyway and only serve to confuse the

reader .22

This explasins the remark meds by Professor Alexander Marks,
"J. D. Eisenstein was & fine old-feshioned scholaer.” Not a man
of democratic mind, but rather essentially an intellectual auto-
crat, Eisenstein would never give his reader credit for having enough
intelligence or understanding of the material to meke the decision
for himself of which was the proper reading. Solomon Byber in his
great works such as the Pesikta deRev Kshane?® and M, Friedmen in
his work on the Pesikta Rabati4 both adopted the method of conscientious-
ly recording the menuscripts and rare printed editions of all Midrashim
contained in their collections, They recordsd the verious readings in
footnotes and were especially careful on the correction and explana=-
tion of words in the text borrowed from Greek and Latin. The reader
knows what the textual problems are and can insert his own prejudice
into the text rether than as in the cese of Eisenstein's work he forced
to accept or reject the Midrash on the author's authority. Thereforse,
although Eisenstein's collection is fmﬁihently readeble and cen be used
for homiletical discourses, it is virtually valueless as a scientific

text for use in scholarship.

His Passover Hagadah entitled "Ozar Perushim v'geyurim"zs is
an attractive work subdivided into three parts. Part One contains
the Hegadah proper with illustrations and a short commentary. Part

Two contains ten commenteries of the most renowned Tealmudic scholers
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including Q;. Isaac Abrevenel, Rabbi Simchah ben Shmuel, the author
of the Mehzor Vitril, and the Vilne Geon. It also contains legends
and laws concerning the redenption from Egypt. Part Three contains
s sketch on Egypt, customs concerning Passover, the Passover customs

of the Semeritens, and a commentary on the Song of Songs.

Eisenstein made four trips tc Burope and two to Palestine and
the Near Fast. He collected volumes on travels by Jews in medieval
end modern times. These he collected and bound into one large and
practicable compendium which he entitled, "Ozar Massaot. "6 The
itineraries described are largely thfough Syrie , Palestine, and
Egypt, though Europe is also mentioned. They range from Benjemin of
Tudela (11656 = 1173) to Lady Judith Monfefiore, who made a pilgrimage

to Palestine in 1839,

There is an extraordinery wealth of interesting and absorbing
moterial which has here been gathered into available form out
of scattered and largely unobteinable pages of Luncz, Carmoly,
Grunhit and others. Here are illumineting glimpses into the
very heart of the Middle Ages. Here are the glories of the
East, wonder tales, sober pilgrimages, sclentific identifica-
tions of place, names, observations on the weather, Barnacle
geese, corsairs, the price of food, the fascinatien of Egypt,
priceless historical asides, graves of saints, sscapes from
dangers by the way, everything to capture the imagination of
one who has & spark of youth left in his heart.27

Eisenstein wrote a concordance of Biblical words and phrases in
1925 entitled "Ozar Maamare Tanak."® Solomon Mendelkern's concordance
was e concordance of each Bihlical word.2? Eisenstein's was not a
duplication, but rather = concordsnce of ideas. Under each heading

he grouped the verses 1llustrating the idea., The book is therefore

both a concordance and an encyclopedia., Thus, under a heading such

i )



as "honoring of parents” he groups verses that have to do with
parent-child relationships. This can not be found in Mondelkern's

Concordance where ona must look under numerous words to find the

verses heving to do with honoring parents. Of course, in Eisenstein's
collsction the reader will find only thoss verses which the author has
chosen and in the exampls under discussion Eisenstein has left out

i many verses which have to do with honoring parents.50

This volume gives no mere autometic compilation of words or

of ideas. Mr. Eisenstein hes expended considerable originelity
in his choics of themes, his selaction of verses and in his
notes to the articles. More particularly in the notses, he has
indicated a considerable numbsr of interpretations and explana=
tions of difficult phrases, meny of which are illuminating and
immediately convincin%. The work also seorves as a dictionary

1 of Hebrew synonyms. <‘he index to the volume contains all the

: roots occwring in the Hebrew and Aramaic of the Bible, giving
references to the articles in the concordance in which the
ideas conveyed by each word are explained and classified, !

Eisenstein's "Ozar Wikul}im"32 is a thesaurus of disputations and
polemics. Part One contains twenty four disputations, beginning with
Josephus (against Apion) and ending with the epistle of Moses Mendel-

sohn to Lavater in 1769. The medieval period which saw great debates

between Church and Synagogue is well represented. The value of these
disputations lies in the presentation of religion whiech they contain.

Of particular interest is the manner in which Christians and Jews pro=

S

pounded their principlas at various periods of history. Part Two includes
Jewigh accounts of Jesus, the "Book of Vietory" of Lippmann Mulhausen,

Duran's "Kelimat HaGoi," Cresces's "Refutation of Christianity" and

o e T 2

others., The book concludes with a criticism of Joseph Klausner's "Life

of Jesus,"3S
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The value in el 1 thess works lises in their referencs and homi-
1stical use. There is an inexhaustable storehouse of information
accumulated in them, and the volumes have found their way into many
a rebbi's and scholar's study. They are a fine contribution to Ameri-

can scholarship.
OTHER WRITINGS

To produce ten reference works of over twenty volumes would be
a life-time work for many, but Eisenstein continued to turn out many
more plus article after article, essay after essay which he sent to
periodicals and to individuals in corregpondance. A bibliography of
all that could be found from his pen is appended to this study. One
can get an idea of Eisenstein's interests from this list. The next

chapter, Views and Reviews, will discuss some of these articles,.

Eisenstein loft sixteen manuscripts unpublished at his death in
1955, Ons of these is a Hebrew translation of the Koran, dons in
1951.34 Another is & second volume of his memoirs from 1927.5° His
English work "The Authenticity of the Pentateuch" has been edited and

is ready for publication (1960),36
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VIEWS AND REVIEWS

Judah Pavid Eisenstein's philosophy can be epitomized as the
neo=-orthodox approach =- the Bible and Talmud are divine sources of
Jewisﬁ frédition containing all that was, is, and will be., With the
proper approach and the proper interpretation everything can be re-
conciled with sverything else. &He was Orthodox in background, and he
m intained his orthodoxy. Yet early in 1ife he was liberal in prac=-
tices When no one would ride on Shabbat, he would. He attended a
metinee in the theatre on Shabbat afternoon. "He liberalized his
views at his own convenisence." He had no systematic organized

philosophy.
THE TALMUDIC METHOD

Eisenstein believed that the Talmud and the Talmudic method was

the correct one =~ keeping the law fluid. He thought that the Shulhan
Arvk was a misteke in that it froze and codified the law. Though he
was violently oppesed to the Comservetive movement (see pp. 177=-187), he
did basically hold their point of view == the expanding Halakah based
always on the tradition, subject to the cenons of interpretation which
the tradition itself permitted. He was probably more skeptical, more
agnostic than he would ever admit. Finding new ideas and new condi-
tions around him, he would never grant that the tradition was wrong or
was inflexible. He constantly tried to reconcile the tradition with

everything new and he was ingenious at it. He pointed out that every
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invention had been anticipated in the Telmud and the Bible. Thers
was nothing new, He fought ageinst Mordecai Kaplan who introduced
the concept of evolution into modern 1lif'e but did not confine hime
self to the Talmudic method, yet Eisenstein was willing to reconcile
ovolution with the Book of Genesis. The title of an articls which

he wrote in 1905 is the bext exampls: "Topics of the Day in the

Talmud: The Quest of the North Pole."7 The article shows how on

} the occasion of Lieutenant Robert Peary's exploratory trip to the
North Pole many of the problems and discoveries were anticipated in

ég the Telmud. The location of the Pole, the gold mines in ths Klondike
’ and Nome, the low intelligence of the Eskimos, the shaps of the

earth end its relation to the sun were ;11 well defined in the Talmud.
In an unpublished erticle on the atom bomb he maintained that the bomb
was anticipated by Jewish sources and then very ingeniously proved
1t.%8 The telephone (see p. 55), the airplane39 and the phonograph

(see pe 50) all were Telmudic discoveriss.
BIBLICAL CRITICISM

Eisenstein was alweys militantly against Biblical criticism.
Knowing the Wellhausen tradition, he saw in it compete destruction of
everything that the Torah stood for. He fought against it and was
incensed that Jews should accept even the method of scientific criti-
cism. He hurled vitriolic words at Louis Ginsberg, professor of Talmud
at the Jewish Theological Seminary end at Professor Schechter, President

of the institution for their wviews on Biblical criticism.
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Professors Schechter and Ginsberg, the leaders of that insti=-
tution are expounders of High Criticism, which is anything
but orthodoxyes.s Perhaps this new High Criticism is what
Professor Schechter styles "Catholic Israel.” If so, it is
high time to organize & "Protestant Israel™ to protest against
such rot and decay in Judaism.20
Eisenstein attacks Professor Ginsberg for following the documentary
theory of the Pentateuch in the article on "Law, Codification of"
for the Jewish Encyclopedia. His article in Ozar Yisrael on Biblical
criticism stetes that the only excuse for those Jewish scholars of
Higher Criticism who accept it without questioning its soundness is
that they have not yet grasped the anti=S,mitic aim lurking from each
and every production of the eritics on the subject. He wrote a strong
argument against the supposition that the Pentateuch is a combination
of various redactions, but mainteined (as in "Ozar Midrashim") that

the mistekes wers all copyist errors. He called the Polychrome Bibls

"the crazy quilt." The erticle is twenty three columns long. 4l

He was equally suspicious of archeological discoveries. e
thought Professor Schechter's genizeh finds were a fake, When M. ¥,
Shepira forged fragments which hs reputed to havs obtained from a
Bedouin who found them in a cave in Mosb and the forgery was discovered,
that was enough for Eisenstein.*? This proved that all of these dis~

coveries were fakes.43

REFORM AND THE RADICALS

Eisenstein had no love for those who dsparted radicelly from the

law. He despised those who flaunted it. He called those Jews who
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held an annual Yom Kippur Ball "despicable and defiled." "All they
want to do is blasphems their religion and anger the faithful" (see
Do 100). He chastised Isaac Mayer Wise for performing the marriage
of a widow without Halizah (see p. 33). Ho considered Reform Jews
to be exactly the same as Christians.
We see that they are exactly like the Gentilses in every
respact. The question, then, is since they are no different

frem tho Christians, why do they bear the name "Jew"? (see
Pe 182)-

In a letter to Professor George L. Clark, he said:

I am delighted with youwr view on Jesus as a symbolic figure,
repregsenting Christienity as advocating the moral principlss
of kindness, humility, courags, and fair mindedness. If
your view is adopted by a majority of Christians... it would
eliminate the prejudice ageinst the Jews... It would be
possible for the Reformed Jews, who resemble the early ,
Christians, as you portray them, to join the new Christians.%4
Eisenstein's prejudice against radicalism prompted him to write his
vitriolic article against Reform Judaism in Ozar Yisreel.#® Two
other interesting comments on Reform Judaism and its practice appear

in his memoirs =~ on changing the merriage ceremony (see p. 108) and

on intermsrriage (see p. 121).

Though he advocated maintaining the religious stetus quo and
alweys held to the Halakah, Eisenstein could still work "lifnim
meshuret ha-din." He, too, could take a liberal stand as long as he
could meintain it through the Halakah (and he always could). For
example, he was in favor of re-interment of a body to another ceme-

tary. He found himself in the camp of the Reformers and opposed by




-X1viie

his Orthedox friends (sse pp. 111-112). He was in favor of observing
one day of a Festival, but based his decision on the Biblical 1aw.46
In 1948 when the State of Israel was established, he advocated the
abolition of Tisha B'ev. He was not so militant against Reform or
Conservative Judaism that he could not counsel his grandson, Ira
(sese pe 152), to go to the Jewish Theological Seminary rather than

the Yoshiva., Nor did he refuse an honorary Doctor of Hebrew Litera-

twe degree awarded him by the Seminary in 1952.47 When asked in

1854 if he would accept a degree from the Hebrew Union College, he

zi answer ed affirmatively.48

CITIZENSHIP

Judah Eisenstein's 1life was marked by a passionate patriotism

for the land amd city of his adoption.., His fathsr dregged

him by the hend to march in the funeral procession of General

Grant and ever since he has scarcely missed an event of civie

importence. He awoke at dawn to be among the first to walk

aeross the Breoklyn PBridge. He greeted Agmirel Dewey on his

return from Menila. Many were the theatrical greats he saw

as an inveterate first=nighter., He tried hard to be the first

voter in his district.4®

Eisenstasin was a model citizen. He loved his country and city,

and he wes actively involved in its welfare. One of his most oubstand-
ing echievements was his translation with explenstory notes into Hebrew
and Yiddish of the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution of
the United States in 1891.%0 This was done to emeble the Esstern
Europeen dewish immigrant to reasd and understand the documents which

geve him his freedom. Eisenstein alsc transleted the Star Spangled

Bgnner51 and the Gettysburg Address.52 He attended the Philedelphisa

L




~xlviiie

celebration of the centennisl of American Independence, served Jury
duty for forty yeesrs, went to hear ths ineugural address of President
Cleveland, was among the first to climb the Stetue of Liberty, attended
the Washington celebration of the centennial of VWashington's inaugu-
ration for his first term, end sttended in New York the 400 year celew
bration of Columbus's founding of Americe (see pp. 47, 69, 79, 86, 93,
102), He felt that as a citizen he had the right to meke his views
known, end he therefore wrote volumes to Presidents, Mayors and others,

For example, he wrote to William Jemnings Brysn in 1897 asking him

to state his opiniocn on the Jews;53 to Sol Bloom in the House of
Representatives proposing a calendar change§54 to Lenry Morg;nthau
asking him to be alert in Turkey to affairs in Palestine (see Do 129);
to Hamilton Fish in the House of Representatives thanking him for his
resolution in Congress to protest Hitler's persecutions of Jews with
comments and suggestions.55 Eisenstein corresponded on matters of
importance to him throughout his 1ife. As late as 1953 when he was
ninety nine yeers old, he wrote to Judge Felix Frankfurter on the
Rosenberg Case,%6 I demoeracy is mede strong by each citizen's
active perticipation in and concern for it, then Judah Eisenstein was
& model citizen. Perhaps the one blemish to his reecord was his uvse
of every possible means to keep his sons out of the army during World

: Wer I (ses pp. 133-125),
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ZIONISM

Eisenstein was interested in Jewish colcnization as long as the
Jews remained ir an urban center where they could participate in
business end trade. He did not believe the Jews were suited for
agriculture (see pp. 164-167) and deemad all attempts et esteblishing
agricultural settlements for Jows destined for feilure. Ie was

active in the Kollel America, a chaerity institution for indigent Jews

EP in Palestine. He traveled twice to Palestine and loved the country.
: ‘Ho met and wrote about meny great Zionists. But he was never an
active Zionist himself, for the movement was based on the assumption
that Jews could live on the land. He aiso saw hfmerice, not Pelestine,
as the answer to Jewish life. Yo could not heve followed Ahad Hasm's
cultural Zionism. He wrote in 1515:

We 1ift ouwr eyes only to Americe the lend which in the future

will be the center of Judsism and the home for Torah and the
Wisdom of Israelo.®’

EAST EUROPEANS

The hundreds of thousends of East Europeans... brought with
them their intenss love of Hebrew, their proud Orthodoxy,
their expressive Yiddish, their fierce intolerance of per-
secution and exploitation.58

Eisenstein wes one of their spokesmen. The American Jewish
Historical Society considered him en authority on East Ewropean life
in America and asked him to read papers on "The History of the First

5

Russian American Jewish Congregation"® and "Immigration and the

|



Jews."60 In the latter paper he said:

The value of the Russo-Jewish immigrants to the commerce and
irdustry of America... exceeds evsn thet of the Germen Jewish
immigrant, inasmuch as the latter, among whom are found eminant
merchants and greet financiers, may benefit the country indi-
rectly, while the principle aim of the Russian Jew is to pro-
mote industry as manufacturers, mechenics, and working men

who benefit the community directly and which the science of
economy values more than e mere accumulation of capital.6

Written sixteen yeers after the article "The Jews in the New Land"
(see ppe 163=176), this point of view reflects the new success and

new confidence of the Eastern European immigrant.

Eisenstein's Memoirs reflect this as well. In the 1870's and

1880's the events described reflect the‘pitiful condition of Rumenian
and Russian Jewry = persecutions, pogroms, refugees (see ppe 34,

36, 55, 66, 67, 70, 7l, 93)., Meanwhile interspersed with this are
sections dealing with the Americenization of the immigrents, the con-
gregations founded, end institutions established (see pp. 35, 39, 48,
54). Finelly in the 1910's and 1920's the reader finds the success
stories, the wealthy and the learned of the second generation (see

ppe 142, 150). As Eisenstein bsceme Americanized himself, he reflected

the general acculturation of his people.
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MEMOIRS

The translation of selected sections of "Ozar Zikronstai' was
done for several reasors. Through a reading of Judah David Eisenstein's
ovn thoughts, actions and interests the reader cen better decide for
himself the man's significance as a Jewish writer, as an American Jew

and as an individuel.

The selection took this farm, The introduction, which is a
summary of the meterial included, wes transleted (p. 2=10). All of
the material on his eerly life and two lengthy letters to a friemd in
Poland heve been trenslated (p. 11=31), This material, if not unique,
is a priceless treasure of the immigrant's early transition from
Eastern Europe to America. The hopes and fears, the problems and the
fulfillment are as fresh for us almost a century later as they were
for Eisenstein in 1872, The next period of Eisenstein's life (1872~
1885) was & period of Americanization for Eisenstein in particular
end of the beginnings of large-~scale immigration from Eurocpe in general.
All has been translated (p. 32=86): +the business, family recreation and
interests of Eisenstein along with the immigration, congregations,

leaders, and problems of the newcomers to Amsrics'’s shores.

The year 1885 was chosen as a landmerk for two reasons. 1t was
the year thet Eisenstein left his business with his mother and brother=
in-law and set out on his own. With the full emergence of the three
separate brenches of Judaism == Orthodox, Reform and Conservative ==

1€85 saw Jewish leaders abandon the hope of uniting ell Jews into onme
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grovp., Alexander Kohut (seo pp. 80-81), the Pittsburg Platform
(see p. 186), and the founding of the Jewish Theologicel Seminery
(see pps 85~86) set the stege for & new period in Jewish life (see

ppe 177-197).,

The remaining memoirs (1885-1¢27) are listed as they appear, some
summarized and others trenslated in whole or in part (p. 86-1€1).
Those translated were selected becsuse they shed light on Eisenstein's
personal life or on his thinking, In the first category, for example,
would be his move uptown to 93rd Street in New York City in 1891 (see
pe 98). An example of his thinking is exemplified by his criticism
of Michael Rodkinson's translation of the Tglmud in 1904 (see pp. 116=
117)., Two articles were selected and trenslated from those appearing

in Part Two of the collection (p. 163=-1¢7), The first paints a

piletwrs of the ecomonic 1life of Jews in Americe in 1886 with special
emphasis on the immigrant as & worker in the garment industry or as

8 peddlers The second sets the tone of religious life of Americen
Jewry in the same year, describing the conflict between the three

ms jor religious groups in American Jewish life at the emergence of the

Conservative Movement,

Eisenstein's Hebrew style is simple and direct. It is more the
languege of a reporter and chronicler than thet of & literateur. His
sentences are exceptionslly long, being held together by a2 string of
conjunctions. Often, & whole paragraph is one sentence., Eisenstein
was a walking encyclopedia of Biblical and Midrashic phreses., He

sprinkled these throughout his work, For example, he described the

'I‘
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ghip that brought him to America as having "a fiery furnace" and the
smoke as "a pillar of cloud" (see p. 19). This combinstion of direct
writing and use of Jewish sources mekes the work very readable. How-
ever, the repetition of certain phrases makes for monotony, "Mr. X
was born. Mr, X came to Americs. Mr. X disd." Coupled with some
facts about the life of the man, this material often has a sameness

which shows lack of originality.

Literally every single pericope has something to do with the
Jows. Any date, person, event, er invention gets treated by Eisen-
stein through his special Jewish glasses. Therefore, new light is
thrown onto Peary's discovery of the North Pole, Bell's invention of
the telephone, Garfield's election to the Presidency. The reader may
desire to look at the original of those section not translated in
erder to see the special Jewish comnection. For example, in 1908
there is e section on the founding of the Boy Syouts of America (see
p. 119). Ths author discusses Jewish Boy Scout ¢roops and Jewish

ideas on youth activities.

Often the material is sc condensed that important informetion
is eilther omittsd or changed. Generally the dete is correct, but
mistekes do occur. For example, the author cells Mex Margolis a
professor at a time when he was an instructor (ses p. 75). Dr.
George A. Kohut was rather disappointed with the condensation of

meterial which Eisenstein did regarding his father, Alexander Kohut. 52

My method of translation involved the following procedures. All

place names follow the Columbia-Lippincott Gmzetteer and the spelling
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ijs as close &s possible to the current spelling at the time of his
writing in Ozar Zikronotai., Spelling of personel nemes follows the
Jowish Encyclopedis and Universal Jewish Encyclopedia as far as
possible. The Jewish Encyclopsdie method of trensliteration is used
excopt for the "v" for a "bet" without a dagesh. Because the meterial
is often a look backwards from 1929 when written, past anl present
tense are continuslly interchanged, The translation follows the original.
No Hebrew dates aro given unless they are the only ones listed. Books
and orgenizations have been kept in their originel Hebrew or Yiddish
sound through transliteration and are translated in brackets where
desmed necessary. Parentheses ere the author's, breckets the trans-
letorts. "Reb" is the English of "5 ;' & title eof henor given to
thoss who mey or may not have been rabbis. ™Rabbi™ is used only when

g

"o " appears. "The Rev. Dr," is used for " ~ 2 7w "

oy
" PR

or

Ag translastor I have endeavored to reproduce the spirit and
atyle of the author but at thse same time %o make the material clear
in English. I have attempted to follow the method of my tsacher,
Dr. Alexander Guttman, who asks that a translation be "as literal as

possible but as free as necessary."
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INTRODUCTION

Israel is beloved by the Holy One, Blessed be Hs, for wherever
they are dispersed the Shekinah is with thems Ten visits the Shekinah
mede to the Sanhedrin., The Torah was theirs, that they might teach
the children of Israsl both migveh and ethics. When the Jews were
exiled from Spain and Portugal in 1492, the Holy One, Blessed be He,
brought healing to the wounds for in the same year America, a new
world, was discovered; discovered that not only those Jews but also
the Jews oppressed end afflicted by kings and anti=Samitic peoples of
Germany and Rumania, Russia and Poland ;hould be able to dwell thers.
When the Jews came to this new land, they brought their Torah in their
hand and their faith in their heart, and they became citizens in the
land. They prospered and they improved life for themselves in éarti-

cular and for the American people in general.
THE CENTER OF THE JEVS

The history of the people of Israel is the history of all who
dwell on earth for they are mixed among all the nations of the earth.
The Holy One, Blessed be He, acted righteously when He scattered them
among the nations so that those who hated Israel could not destroy as
Z%hey could have had Israel remai§7 in one place. Of course, even in
exile among the nations, the Jews have e population center, an economic
center, snd & spiritual center. These centers have moved from place to

Flace: first to Babylonia, from there to Spain and France, then %o
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Germany, and fror there to Russia and Poland., Now, even though the
population center still resides in Russia and Poland, the spiritual
center is in the land of Isrsel end the economiec center is in
Americe in the United States., Hers is & lend where the Jew can stend
erect and is aroused to & new life; & life of frsedom to worship

the Lord according to the tradition of his father; the freedom to
engage in amy work or trade and to live a happy life freely; to
leern end to teach Toreh, knowledge, and wisdom without any impair-
g@nt. Thus is America both an economic and a spiritual certer which
outweighs all others. So that the memory of all these deeds, the

deeds of the Jews in America, Zghould not be forgotteg7, weo need to

inscribe them in a booke.

MY MEMOIRS

This collection of my memoirs is not omly to record the memory
of my own life and my deeds in America, but also the history and events
of the Jews in America from the first settlement in 1€54 until 1872,
the year in vhich I ceme to America, and the history of the importent
Jews who were born or who came to America during that time. My personel
memoirs are brief, less than five percent of the entire material.
Importent, in my opirion, ere the two letters which I wrote to my
friend in Polend in 1872: "An Account of My Trevels to America™ and
"An Account of the Characteristics of the City of New York and the
People Who Dwell in It", My friend kept the letters and returned them

to me after thirty five years, and now after fifty seven yeers I have

i‘.



copied them unchanged just as I had written them then. The year 1872
waes & crossroads for me between the past and the futurs., From that
yoar I began to edit the current events which I noted in a diary every
year until the end of 1929, the seventy fifth year of my life, However,
because I reservel only 200 pages for my memoirs in Part One, I em

able to edit them only until 1927. If it be the Lord's will to preserve

and sustain me, I shall publish the two latter years together with still
further memoirs of the yeers ahead in a second volume or an adjoining

supplement in another collection which I shall publish in another year

or two,

MEMOIRS INCLUDED

The other memoirs consist of more than 300 events of important
Jews in America in chronological order, sometimes [éntere@] by the
yoer of their birth or the year of their arrivel in America or the
day of their death. Among them are Hayim Sealomon who gave financial
aid to the founders of the United Stetes government after which i%
secured its independence from the English yoke; Judeh Touro who gaeve
e great fortune in his time to support various charities and to build
houses for the Jewish poor in Jerusslem; Mordecai Menuel Noah who
desired to found en Israelite colony in America; Benjemin Frenklin
Peixotto, United States ambassador Zéonsul genera_]] in Bucharest, who
aided the Jews of Rumania to leave their country to come to Americea
in order to better their conditiony Simon Wolf who was the great

spokesmen of the Jews in Americe to meny presidents and senators and
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elocted officials in Weshington; and Louis Marshall., Among the
distinguished men are the Seligman, Guggenheim and Straus families

end in particular the philanthropist, Jacob H. Schiff, Among the
Conservative rabblis considered were Issac Lesser who translated the
Bible and the prayerboock into English and who edited the English
periodical, The Occident; Rabbi Sebato Morais who founded the
seminary in New Yorky; Dr. Alexander Kohut, the editor of HaAruk
HaShelem; and Dr. Solomon Zalmon Schechter, the president of the

new seminary in New York. The Reform rebbis ZEentioned are/ Dr.

Isaac Meyer Wise, the founder of the seminery in Cincinnati; Dr,
Stephen S. Wise, the founder of the Jewish Institute of Religion in
New York, and the first of the Reform Zieaderg7 to become 2 Zionists
and the extreme reformer, Dr., Felix Adler, who founded the Ethical
Culture Society. On the other side are the Orthodox rabbis from
Russia and Poland: the first rabbi, Rabbi Abraham Joseph Asch; the
chief rabbi, Rabbi Jacob Joseph; and Rabbi Meyer Berlin, the president
of the Mizrahi Zionists. Among the preachers was Z. H. Masliansky.
Among the Jewish statesmen Judge Meyer Sulggerger and the Suprems Court
Justice, Louis N, ZBLZ Brandeis, who was kﬁiwn also as the founder of
the group of non-Zionists interested in the building of the land of
Isreels Among the scholars were Albert Michelson and Abraham Flexner.
Among the women of Israel in Americs were Mary Fels and Henrietta
Szold, the founder of Hadassah, Among the artists and sculptors is.
Sir Moses Jacob Ezekiel., Also considered are those Christian leaders
who championed the Jews of Americea and their Torah like Robert Inger=

soll, Henry Werd Beecher, and Henry George., Among the visitors who
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cane to America to find financial support for charitable institutions
in foreign lends and especially for the Zionist distribution were Dr.
Bayim Weizmann, Nehum Sokolow, Professor [rAlbertJZ Einstein, Dr,

Shmeryeh Lévin, and /Hayim N,/ Bialik,

THE CONGREGATIONS AND THE EVENTS

Among the memoirs are a number of the Jews in America who became
famous at different times and a list of the first congregations before
1872 and ths revered congregations founded after that date. [ﬁhe follow-
ing is & pertial list of the most important matters discussed;7 the Rabbi

Isaac Elcheanen Yeshiva; +the schools and Talmud Torshs; the seminaries

in New York and Cincinneti; various societies and organizations;
rabbinical conferences of the Reform, the Conservative, and the Hassidie
and ths Mitnagdim Orthodox; the Zionist orgenizetion; +the Hebrew
Society; +the Jewish Publication Society; and the Americen Jewish
Historical Society; +the Boy Scouts; eand the summer camps for Jewish
children outside the city; <+the Kollel Amerika; the central committee
for the distribution of funds in the land of Israel; the Cantors!
Organization, and the leading cantors, Pinhas Minkovsky, Israel
Mikeelovsky, and Yosselle Rosenblatt; Joseph Barondess, the organizer
of Jewish labor and the strike leader, Semuel Gompers, the head of
American labor; +the books which were published in America before 1872
and the well known book sellersy the English and German Jewish news=
papers of America before and after 1872, and in perticulr K. G.

Sarasohn, the editor of the Tageblatt, and Abreham Cahen, the editor
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of the Forward; a critique of the translation of the Bible by
Yohoash, a critigue of the history of the Jews by Mergolis, and a
ecritique of the English translation of Maimonides; the pogroms in
Rumenie, Russia, and Poland upon the Jews living %thers and their
immigration to Americes +the Jewish colonization in Americe; the
nuvllification of the Russo=American tregty of 1832; eantie=semitism

in America and the anti-semité;ﬁilton,lkorbin, and Fordy the quotas
for Jewish students in the universities; the foundation of the
Yiddish theater in America and Abraham Goldfaden; wrestling and
boxing and the great Benny Leonard; +the competition among ball

pleyers; +the world war and two of my sons who went to war snd one

of them in France relates his experiences; and then of particular
interest are the accounts of my travels in America and in Europe end

my two trips to the land of Israel.

EVENTS IN AMERICA

Among the general events considered are the great blizzard of
March 12, 1888; +the ships which sunk in the Atkn tic Ocean, the
Lusitania which was sunk by the Germans; +the telephone, the phonograph,
and the radio at the time when they were invented in America. The
events in which the Jews took part with the general population,
various business matters, factories, real estate, construction of
skyscrapers and bridges and railroads; the work of the first Jews
in the needle and thread industry end the selling of garments, from

the peddlers' pack to the most successful men in the business; the
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poer who, just as their Gentile neighbors, do all kinds of work =-

taxi drivers and newspsp er sellers,
THE TWO EXTREMES

I describe these events naturally without coloring them, without
flattery and excess praise, without prejudgment or fevoritism, withe
out keeping secret a matter whieh is fitting tc be revealed publiely,
Regarding this characteristic, the truth of owr Holy Seriptures c¢an be
recognized as against the profene writings of ZGtheEZ'ancient peoples,
If one is a believer, then all Z%he heroe57 of their stories were
righteous and men of wondrous qualitieé, brave and cowrageous, end onse
could not find even a single evil person among them. In contrast the
Holy Seriptures recount both the merits and the deficiencies among
our people's great men. It did not refuse to relate the affair of
Reuben with Bilhah, the affair of David with Bé%wgpeva, the sins of
the kings, and even the sin of Moses and Aeron is inscribed in the
Torah. Should we not learn from our fathers to do as they have?
Nonetheless, our authors who write the history of our people are
accustomed to cover over more than they rslate, Z%b hide/ the unpleasant,
not to reveal even one of our heroes' blemishes, not %o & ow the stains
end the spots of the people whose history they are relating. They are
supported by "Ahare Mot -- K'doshim“.1 Therefore, the reader will
find material in this collection which other writers eithsr skipped
or swallowed up wi th pleasantries: +the dsath of wealthy Benjamin

Nathan by & deaf mute murderer in 1871 whieh threw guilt on the
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sntire world Jewish community at its time, yet in the Jewish Encyclopedia
only the day of his death is mentioned and not the murder; the murder
by Pesah Nissan Rubinstein which caused a great stir then; the youbh=-
ful murderers, Leopold and Loeb, in Chicagos +the Diamond brothers

in New York who were given the death sentence; the gangster leaders

who poisoned horses for fraudulent profit; +those impudent Jews who

hold dances on Yom Kippur. All of these events will appear here clearly
and truthfully whether fa praise or for reproach, for in my opinion

both have a place in a chronicle of the Jews in America.
THE ARTICLES

Part Two contains selscted articles which appeared in HaMaasif,
Nor HaMaaravi, and in American Hebrsw periodicals which are now rere.
Of particular importance are my essays on the early traditions, on the
history of the congregations, the history of Russian immigration in
America, end the history of the colonization. /Included ere soms/ new
essays which previously have not appsared and in particular Responsa in
America and laws of Miggoz in the Talmuwd. For a list of the articles
which I have written in English see the list of articles in Part Two.
For the volumes which have appeared and which it is my hope will appear,
God willing, see Part Two, page 367, and the introduction to Ozar
Maamarei Hazal, The memoirs in Part Ome I recorded in my notebook
deily from my arrival in America in 1872, more than fifty years., I
also translated important svents from various newspapers which I kept

3
for this reason, These fragments I collected and arranged with en
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explanation and a supplsment., I published only the events which have
general or literary valus and historical velus. The publication of
this collection was finished in the seventy fifth ysar of my life, and
I hope that the Lord ZWill allow mg] to reach the years of the eightiss

[éevura}_17 s0 that I might be abls to publish other collactions.
ORTHOGRAPHY
/The author gives a table of his method of tremsliteration/,
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Judah David Eisenstein
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4
MY LIFE HISTORY

[before 1872/

MY BIRTH

On Saturday night, November 12, 1854 I was born in the city of
Miadzyrzec5 in Polanmd, My father, Reb Zeev Wolf, the son of Rabbi
Azrial Zelig (may he rest in peace), was a learned and God fearing
Jew, My mother, Tuva Blume, the daughter of Rebbi Baruk Bendit Berg
(may he rest in peace) was a saintly "woman of valor". Both sides
of my femily go back to high lineage. My father's family is traced
to Rashi, the great French scholer, and my maternal grandfather came
from a family of Spanish scholars. My femily name, Eisenstein, comes
from a city in Bohemis., Possibly my sncestors lived there, but I
can trace them back only as far as the city of Kbnégsberg on the
border of Prussia, My grandfather, Rabbi Azriel Zelig, formerly
lived in the city of Staviski under the Lomzha government in Zgorth-
eas§7 Polend, and his father, Reb Nathan Mateh (mayshe rest in pesace),

was considered "acute" in the study of the Talmude He was & merchant

of blue indigo dye. He died in Staviski on the fifth of Tishre, 184%.
MY STUDIES WITH MY GRANDFATHER

In my tenth year (1864) my father left me to go alone to America,

My grendfether, Rebbi Azriel, educated me and fed me at his teble.



He ramained my teacher in Tdmud until I bscame Bar Mizvah. My
grandfether was one of the directors and an accountent for a large
flouwr mill outside of the city.7 He worked in his business six

hours daily, and the remainder of his time was occupied in study.

His most important study was Alfasi of which he knew most of the
tractates by heart. He would study whils going to amd coming from

the mill, He was also in the habit of studying after midnight when
he would arise from sleep and walk back and forth in his room reciting
Alfasi, He studied with me every chance he had, even during Sabbath
and holiday mezls. He aroused in me & lovs of lesarning and opened for
me the sea of Tellmud. He was partlcularly keen in his explenations

of the Halekah through Alfasi with Ni;;im's commentaeriss. He was a
true scholar and enjoyed his studises, [This grandfathsr exchanged
lotters in Hebrew (he wrote Hebrew clsarly and precisely) with

Rabbli Raphiel Yomtov Lipmann who was rebbl in Miedzyrzec and after=
wards in the city Bialistok., Ho resolved difficulties in the Halakeh
in his responsa entitled "Holiday Joy™ /Oneg Yom Tov/. My grandfather,
Rabbi Azriel Zelig,died in Miedzyrzec on Purim day, March 5, 1882 at

the age of seventy.
MY STUDIES IN THE DAYS OF MY YOUTH

At fourteen years my desire for general knowledge began. Aided by
youths my own age I read vociferously in the Bibls and books of the

Heskalah which wers written in the purity of the Holy Langvage. We

exchanged letters in Hebrew, From time to time I collected a series
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of my handwritten articles, By the end of this period of my life

I had mastersd Hebrew, Besides this, aided by a Christian teacher,

I learned Russian, Germen, and the elementary sciencss.,
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THE TWO LETTERS
MY TRIP TO AMERICA

On June 27, 1872 my mother, my sister (she was a year and a helf
olderil), and I left the city of my birth, Miedzyrzee, and we came to
New York, ngriving 037 July 20, 1872, I wrote the story of my journey
then to my boyhood friend, Zvi Rogozik, and six months later I wrote
him a sscond letter on "The Characteristics of the City of New York,
and the Way of Life of her Imhabitants", When his son-in=law came
to New York in 1907, so that I would re;eive him favorably, Zvi gave
him the two letters to return to me. He wanted to show that his love
romained firm, and that the letters were so dsar to him that he had
guarded them closely through the years, So here are the contents of
the letters unchanged., I have omitted only the introduction /Eo the
sec ond lette;7 o This contained the salutation and en apology for
having delayed writing for six months after my arrival in New York.

I had promised to write him of my journey immedistely. I stated that

the delay was because of my many preoccupations.
THE STORY OF MY JOURNEY

(First Letter)

On Thursdey, the twenty first day of Sivan, 1872 I left my

birth place, Miedzyrzec, together with my dear mother and my sister.




What shall I say or can I tell you, my dear friend? Although I
have yearned with all my heart to come to America to ses my father,

I have feelings of remorse upon leaving the city of my birth,.

Nonotheless, it is sot For it is humen nature that there rasides
in a man's heart a strong love for his country and for the city of
his birth == all ths moreso for I left beohind the remainder of my
femily, my dear friend, and my love. 4Alas, I felt the emotional
stirrings of my soul saying, alas my homeland! Ah, msmbers of my
family and all of you, my beloved friends == here I am going to a
strange land. %ho knows when I shall return and see your faces ==
ah, who knows! These ideas made my spirit heavy. Finally I prsvailed
upon my heart to realizs that I am travelling to my dear father whom
I have not seen for a long time. Then, my pein eased a 1little, Oh,

I thought with a heart full of joy end happiness, in another few
woeks I shell enjoy the wonderful sight of my father's face which I
haven't seen for more than seven yesrs. This thought aided me

greatly to continue om.

With these mixed feelings of sadness and joy I left Miedzyrzec.
We arrived safely in Warsaw on the evening of that same day. The
following day, early in the morning, we left Warsaw and travelled to
K%;no arriving at noon on Friday, the eve of the Holy Saebbath. We
rested on the Sabbath day, but on Saturday night we travelled in a
covered wagon (omnibus), our destination being Slupca on the Prussian
border. All that night we didn't slesp a wink. The wagon travelled
on until we came to Konin, and from there we travelled quickly. We

arrived in Slupca in the evening, and we rested in a hotel., As soon



as we arrived, we wers surrounded by wagon drivers who promised, for
the price of ten rubsls, to teke us over the border on winding roads
without danger of accident or injury. There were thoss who would
take us by wagon to Posnman for this price. Then we arose early the
next morning, we were told that e German wagon driver had come
yosterday and that he had a passport. Lﬁe met_:] him, and for ten
rubals he wrote ow names on his document, promising tec take us to
Gnesens We climbsed on his wagon and begrn to travel. When we came
to the ZEassporE7 office which is near the Polish border, the driver
got down from the wagon, and a clerk from the office approached him.
He asked him something; <the wagon driver answered and showed him
the passport. The clerk looked through it; raisad the crossrail

which denotes the border, and thus we travelled safsely across.

Before I crossed the border, I gazsd once more on tha land of
Poland and said in my heart: goodbye to you, mountains and hills--
goodbye to you, rivers and streams -- goodbye to you, my homeland --
goodbye to you, people of Polend == live in psace -- all of youl
ZThis contemplation occupied mse a§7 we moved some twenty feet. Then
an inspector (officer )came and interrupted my thoughts with his
questions. What do you have in your valises? ¥e answered him, we
have books, clothes, bed linens, and pillows. Ars they old or new?
0ld, we enswersd. Then he left as he had ecome, without examining
a thinge The driver whipped his horses and we travelled, arriving in
Gnesen by evening. From there we sent our belongings ahead to Hamburg
by rail express. Ws travelled the following morning to Posnan, and

from there to the capitol city of Berlin, arriving on Tuesdey evening.
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The next morning at eleven A.M, we left this gay city and went to

Hamburg.
HAMBURG

The city of Hamburg lies at the mouth of the Elbe River vhere it ‘
enters the sea. It is lerge and very plessant. Nany of its buildings,
one after the other, are as high as seven or eight stories, & sight I
had not seen in either Warsaw or Berlin. The city is always bustling
with many people who enter her gates from all ends of the earth ==
their purpose is one, to emigrate by boat to London their destinetion
being America. Lmong this multitude are people as different one from
the other in their neature and characteristics as in physical appearance

end dress. But why should I or should they look beck? For we shall
depart from here as guickly as a shadow passing. I began to observe
the people at the hotsl with us, end I noticed their characteristics
end their nmennerisms. I saw even better the charscteristies of the
hotel owners. They are alsc egents for ship owners, such as H, Bloch,
Willensky, Epstein, Yarmolovsky, Hillel Schlomo, almost all of whom
are Litvaks. I tried to discern if one can trust them with their
promises, but what can I say to you my friend? 4h, I look into their
hearts and to my great sorrcw found them rotten. They demand un-
reasoneble and exaggerated prices for services rendered, and then they
deny that they bave done evil., They will take one's entire fortune
for the passage so that not even enough money remains to buy food for

the trip. These swindlers have clever schemes. They send agents %o
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nearby cities between Hamburg end Berlin to meet with those travelling
to America. These agents pressure the travellers to stay in their
hotels in Hemburg and %o buy their boet passage from them. They even
plent agents on the train itself to seduce the traveller. These
geducers are found in the Hamburg train station, and hears meny voices
yelling so that the very heavens take heed. One cries out, "Whoever
goes to Mr.Black should come here"; and snother answers him in e louder
voice, "™Whoever goes to lr, Epstein should come to me", This continues
until the man who has never heard such voices is absolutely stunrned.

Likewise are the agents of the bureaus where they sell ship tickets.

That you mey know to what extent they go, let me relate a true
story about e men from Austria whc sailed with us on the ship as I
heard it from his own lips. This man arrived on Saturday night, and
one of the agents was sent to the bureau. The agent said to him,

"If you have Austrian money I will convert it intc Prussian money for

you"s The man answered that he hed money with him. He had 110 ét!‘lafm’

N

"What will you give me to/change them intc Prussien money?" "Fifty five
talor", answered the agent, "for two goldon are equal to one talor",
The men wes uneware that only one and one half goldon were equal to ome
talors Then, he innocently asked the agent sbout the price of a
ticket to Americe on an English steamship. The asgent snswered, "Sixty
talor"s "I can't give you what I have in my purse for I have with me
only the fifty five which you have given me", said the men., "If co",
said the agent in all his mercy, "I will take it for the price of the

ticket for I have compassion on you", He then proceeded to teke the




money. Similar events occur daily. Thereforse, he who comes to Hamburg
must be very careful., Better for him not to go to a hotel at all, eand
expacially & Gentile hotel. Rather, he himself should go to the bureau
end bargain. When the agent tells him that the price of the passage

is such and such, he should respond that he only has fohrty two talor.
If the agent won't take this amount, the traveller should turn and start
to go to smother bureau. He would prove very fast that they would

take this amount on an English steamship. He should also be careful

of enother trick. On his passage ticket it will be written that he
should go only on an English steamship, but if he is not careful, they
will try to put him on a ship that is driven partly by steam and partly
by sail, as théy have done to many travéllerso Zf%alics mineL7 Should
he conduct himself as I suggest, he would assuredly reach the ship with

pesce ZEhalog] of mind and wholeness /Ehaleg7 of pursee.
ON THE SHIP

On Sabbath eve (also the eve of the New Moon, Tammuz), July 5, 1872
we set sail by steamer (Hermen ?) for England. Early the following
morning the ship left the coest and proceeded intc the midst of the
sea.s Oh, my oyes beheld & new sight. The water tossed us about like
a balle Everything thet grows dissppeared, and I saw only the heavens
and the water. The ship alone hovered as "the wind upon the face of
the waters”, Smoke poured out of the smokesteck like'™the fieryfurnace "
end "the pillar of smoke" followed the direction of the wind, stretching

out for miles. The color of the water was contrasted with that of the
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smoke. The water often appeared to be green, at times black, and

at times light blus., The surface of the water sometimes seemed to
be a solid mass, and at other times it seemed wrinkled like the face
of en old man full of years. Eech time a wave would fly up from the

surface of the water, tired of flying it would disappear, coming

gently to rest upon the water. Various kinds of fish could be seen
from the ship. How pleasent it is to see the sunrise come up from
under the warld, dissolving the night's darkness. How pleasant is this
sight for, then, the sun is like a pure golden ball, and the water
glistens like colored torches as the sun shines brillien tly behind it.
-=- 1 have describad but a small part of the splendor of these visions,

my friemd, for I am naturally cryptic and I have no more time.

Many Jews were on the ship. wé always had the necessary minyan.
Everyone prepared food for the trip before embarking on the ship, for
they provided us with no foods They did give us cold and hot water,
My mother and sister were never seasick, but I once threw up what I
had eaten. There was alweys a stench on the ship, and no cleaning
woman who sailed with uss I, therefore, spent almost all my time on
the ship's deck. Only at night was I forced to go down into the ship
to lie dowmn, but I waited until sleep had all but closed my eyes. We
travelled thusly for two days and aerrived at the English coast at

Hull.

On the same day we trsvelled by railroad to Liverpool. The
train passes right through a long series of rolling hills. As we

passed through each one there was pitch blackness. Often we couldn't
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even see each other for a quarter of an hour or more. "hen we arrived
in Liverpool, an agent of the Hirshmen Compeny met us. They took our
ship's passage and took us to a hotel, The hotel owmner fed us bread,
butter, and coffee, On Sunday (July 9) we emberked on the steamer,
Parthia. All the above mentioned was included in the original price
which we had paid to Hirshmen, our agent in Hemburg. The Parthie was
larger and more beauvutifuvl than ouwr first ship. It was extremely clean,
for the sailors swabbed the deck daily. Only thirteen Jews were
aboard, including the women and children. A disadventage of the ship
to England was that the passengers had %o prepare their own food and
drink. However, on this ship food was prepared. For breskfast they
served a large roll with coffee or tea.‘ Dinner was & meat soup (on
Fridey instead of the meat they prepared fish, for Catholics do mot

eat meat on that day) and potatoes in their skins. Supper was a dark
roll (inedible it was so bad) with butter and coffee. All this the
Gentiles ate, but what could the unfortunate Jew eat? Could he eat
contemptible soupoor tref meat? Neither could he drink the coffee or
tea, for it was prepared in a pot or & pan whiech they used to cook 21l
of their food. Having no food with us, all we ate until the Sabbath
was the roll which was given us in the morning with the butter which
was given us in the evening. We did eat the potatoses, for they cocksd
them on the side of the fire in specisl vessels., We prepared tea which
we had brought with us onto the ship. On Friday evening we formed a
delegation and presented ourselves to the ship's chefs We told him
that we were completely spent from eating the spoiled bread. He gave us

some green vegetables and we cooked them. This served to truly "honor
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the Sebbath™, Since we hadn't eaten any cooked food all week the
green vegetables tasted like & sumptuous feast. Perheps this was
because it was the Sabbeth day, and its special scent was sprsad
gbout. We passed the Sebbath in rest and quist, but sighing and
groaning followed for we had nothing to sat. Therefore we assembled
agaein, want before the Captain and told him our troubles. He commended
that we be given fish, vegetabls, mwuch rice, ard butter. Of cocurse,
we wers exhuberantly happy end immedietely took the fish (for it was
kosher) to cook it in butter. However, they gave us permission to
cook it only after six o'clock in the evening. When six o'clock
came, wo cooked it and all but devoured it, for we were extremely
hungry. We even had some left over for the morrow. This procedure

beceame our daily routins.

The ship sailed continuously day esnd night until we arrived safely

at New York herbor on the Sabbath, the fourteenth of Tammuz, 1872. Ve
T S S
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disembarked and went through customs at "gissel Garden™. Since it
was the Bebbath, we walked %to the city, leaving our belongings on the

ship until the following Mondey. ¥We registered in a hotel at 136 East

Broadway.

Thus far have I described my travels. Of course, I have much

more to relate to you. Howsver, I can not write everything, and I

heve no more time on my hands. So now, my dear friend, live welll
Write soon for you make me very happy through your wonderful letters.
(Signed,)

Yodel Devid Eisenstein



CHARACTERISTICS OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK

(Second Letter)

New York

Thursday, July 31, 1873
My Beloved Friend, my Brother and Companion (Israel Zvi Rozezik):

A few weeks ago I received your precious letter, for which 1
have been waiting with such grest longing. Oh, what can I say to you,
my friend? Of course you know how a man's heart rejoices and how his
soul is lifted when he recsives a precipus letter from his faithful
friend snd especially if helf the world separstes them. That this
letter comes from the other side of the world lets me know how strong
is my friend's love. Neither iron waells can separate our love nor
much water drown it,

Iron valls maey stand between: us
The Atlantic may separate us;

But they shall never sever our hearts,
For they are bound together by the cords of our love. 8

Therefore, I was over joyed upon receiving your wonderful letter.
We have been separated by more than one thousand German Parasangg. And
yet, no power could stop the loving letter which you sent me. The
Atlantic Ocean was not able to disunite us, and its deep waters could

not extinguish the great fire which burns in owr hearts. Therefore,

rejoicing overflows that /%he lett657 reached me and very preciocus it

wes to MO
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And now, my friend and companion, I will try to fulfill your
reguests Vith the facility of a scribe's pen on his tablet I will
describe the character of the city of New York and the ways of the
people who live here. I will write about these and other matters
ebout which you have not asked. And now, my friend, incline your

ear and listen to news from a far away land.

TEE APPZARANCE OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK

The gay city of New York which lies at the entrence to the
Atlantic Ocean is huge. It is approximetely fifteen miles long end
ten miles wide, and the width becomes greater in the lower part of
the city by some five miles., Business is constantly opening up
here and it grows like the cedar and its branches spread out over the
whole earth. There is no end to the goods and merchendise which are
sent out to all the states in America and which come in from them.
Countless are the ships which come into its gates from &l over the
world, which take from it and which bring to it a wide variety of
goods. During the past week the value of goods exported from New
York was set at some seven million dollars, and approximately the
same amount was imported. Therefore, New York is considered the
center of world trade, and &ll ends of the eerth seem to point

toward her,.

New York is divided into two parts -- the upper and the lower
city. The river separates Brooklyn and Williamsburg and other areas,

but they are elso considered to be a part of New York City. This
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city is always in tumult. Night and day unceasingly one feels the
pulse of movements. The huge multitude of psople number some one
million eight hundred thousend., How lovely and beautiful it ist
Here one sees huge stores and besutiful banks; there are seen shops
and factories. Here one sees buildings of marble and stone; there
are seen mansions and skyscrapers whose tops stretch to the very
heavens., Here one sees night clubs and places of entertainment; and
there are seen huge sports arenas and things of absolute beauty,
Here one sees gardens and orchards; end there are seen fountains
which hurl water heavenward. Here beautiful carts, harnessed to
horses, traverse the city streets on iron tracks; <there steam
driven trains fly on iron rails suppor%ed by iron pillars in the
middle of the city and under it people walk without paying any
sttention to it, Here & wonderful bridge is constructed just ebove
the surface of the water and behold, suddenly it moves and turns to
parallel the shore so that ships can pass through to the other side
after which the bridge returns to its originel position. All around
one sees meny beautiful and wondrous things. Thus New York has
appeared to us., Daily its beauty and its splendor grows. Its old
walls are destroyed and mew and beautiful ones are immediately built
in their place. I believe that in the end of days New York will be

the most beautiful of all the cities in the world.

The elimate in this land is different from that of Poland. Here
in the summer the sun's hsat burns terribly, but in the Fall the cold

is not as great as in Polend, The land is generally fertile. The




earth brings forth much produce, ard the gardens sprout forth with
flowers. There are species of fruit not ssen in Poland. In the

winter the fruit of various trees from the state of Californie are
brought in, for there they can grow throughout the year. Fruit is
exported from the United States yeerly in the amount of some 130
million bushels (this is the measure here which corresponds to a fourth
of a koreclo in Polend)e From Sumatra, a large source for the world

supply of pepper comes en import to the United States in ths amount of

seven million liters of pepper.

THE PEOPLE WHO DWELL IN IT

A vest multitude lives in New York. Among them are meny evil men,
thieves by day and robbers by night, New York has its murderers, and
even though mob lynching without a triel by Jjury is ageinst the law of
the land, nonetheless things like this do happen. Of course, such
acts are done by rabble rousers and the mixed multitude who have come
into the city f;om every corner of the earth. However, rather than
write about them, let me describe those who were born here =- Americmms
from birth. Let me speak about their character, their individuality,

and their way of 1life as I have observed it since I arrived here.

The Amsricens are singularly a wise and an intelligent people. They
are skilled in every craft and in every known branch of general know-
ledge and sciences Almost all of them love freedom ami equelity. Many
do not believe in the Christégh religion. The majority are nice looking,

well built, and tall. They receive every men cheerfully. They live a
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good life, pursuing the human pleasures of attending the theater and
athletic events. Much can be said for their character. They love
211 men without distinguishing between Jew, Christian, or Moslem.
They are not ashamed to spesk with a man of lower or higher status.
The rich man does not turn his glance aside while he stomps the pocr
under foot. Americans actually believe that all men are brothers,
the sons of one Father, and therefore why should one men be exalted
above his brother whose station is lower than his. They have great
compassion on the strangers, foreigners who continue to settle them-
selves in their land. For this very reason the number of foreigners
who immigrete here daily is immense. During this half year (until
July 24) 179,376 persons have immigrateé, and who knows how meny will

have arrived by the end of the year.

MY ACTIVITIES IN NEW YORK

You asked me, my friend, what I have done here, and I will answer
you with the following. Indolence, as with every sin, hes no place in
this country, but diligence, an enriching quality, is pert of the
national cheracter. Therefore, almost every man bears the ycke of a
trade or & business or some other occupation. I am among them for I
have placed upor my neck the yoke of a businesse. At present I am
working with garments (undershirts) which I sell here, and I meke

approximately eight dollars a week,

However, my friemd, don't think thet I mey have lald aside my

studies in some dark and forgotten corner. No, my friend, perish the
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thoughtt Even in this country of hard work I have set a time for
Torahe I am studying Talmud with my fsther (we are now in tractate
Pesapim). We study daily both in the morning and in the evening.

I have set aside an howr or two %o read the Hebrew or German news-
pepers (for I still do not know English) and scholarly Jewish end
secular books. I am also planning to write & diary, recording my
thoughts in a book. Such a schedule safeguards me from straying
from study. These are the activities of yowr friend in New York

and his way of life here.

THE LIFE OF THE JEWS IN NEW YORK

The number of Jews found here is #ightly better than 100,000,
Because I am awere that you long to know if they koep our ance strel
treditions here, I will dwell at some length om this point. MNark
woll, my friend} What you have besen told in Polend is & lie. Our
brothers, the house of Israel, who are here do keep the commendments
of the Lord. God forbid that you should think otherwisel For Jews
in every land whose hearts are faithful to the Lord, their God, will
remein pure of heart and steadfast of spirit to the God of Jacob
rogardless of the place or time of their sojourning. Test it, my
friend; cross over the seas into every correr of the five continents ==
Ewrope, Asia, Africa, America, Australim. In every plece you would
find owbrothers, the house of Isrmel, believing in the Lord and

fulfilling the Torah when they heve the time.



Even though some among them are men who try to tsar down true
Judaism, nonetheless, we cen maintain that the me jority of the
ehildrern of Isrsel ars faithful sesd of the peopla of the living
God. In the large cities of Russla and Poland as well many like
these may be found, yet thess places are called "the righteous
city" and "the faithful city". How analogous is the situation
described by Mapu in his book "The Lovs of Zion". Amnon's sweete
heart asks him, "Is Zion in truth a 'faithful city'? Can't one
find sin in her midst?" Lovingly, Amnon answers her, "My lovely
woman, see how fully the beautiful olive trees planted on the moun-
tain flower. Will all of the buds bear fruit? Does not the olive
tree cast away its blossoms to be leoft for burning and only a tenth

pert comes to fruition. So, too, are the words of truth on a man's

lips. And even if all of them did ripen, would it all bear good fruit?

So, too, is the city ani they who dwell within, Mey we not be certain
that the city is the tenth part which the Lord hos chosen? Similarly
we can say concserning e mn that he is the tenth part which is holy

unto ths Lord".

Following such words of wisdom, I do not exaggerats when I say
that our brothers, the children of Israsel in New York, keep the Lord's
ways and sccupy themselves in Torah when possible. Ask many peoplse
who have been here, my friend. They can tell you that at any *time of
day one can find Jews occupiad in the study of Torah at the synagogus
called "Bet /Ha/Midrash HaGadol" at 69 Ludlow Street. DMany books are

found there just as in the large houses of study in Poland. In the
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synagogue at 78 Allen Strest there is an excellent preacher daily
betwesn afternoon and evening services. Daily he exhorts them with
en ethical message and teaches them the Lord's ways in which peopls
should constantly walk. This preacher was born in K;vno Zﬁavnes,
Lithuanig? and the Lord has graced him with the ability to impart to
his congregants the language of study and to meke the material come

alive for them. There are many other synagogues and institutions

which dessrve much praise and homor. One could say that generally
there is no difference between the Jew living in Russia or Poland
f and the Jew living here except in his dress, and this is certainly

an external factor.

NEWS AND SECRETS

A Hebrew newspaper called HaZofeh Beerez HaHadashah", previously
published weekly, has not appeared during the past two weeks to my
sorrow and to the sorrow of the intelligent in our city., Ths editor,

Ho Bernstein, hass been replacsd by M., Wechsler.

In July 321,379 deed lstters were returned to the post office.
Among them were 19,510 letters coming from abroad which were returned

to their place of origin.

The German paper "Der Fuehrer", published here, quotes a paper
published in San Francisco, California about the problem of where
Cain secured a wife., Don't we know that Eve his mother was the only
living woman? But this is no problsem for us, for according to Rashi's

interpretation (Genesis 4:2) & twin was born with Cain and she was




tekeon as a wife for him,

During July 23,654 foreigners came here on seventy ships: 13,415
from Liverpool, 2,076 from Glasgow, 510 from London, 5,792 from

Bremen and Hamburg, and 1,865 from other shores.

Now, my frismd, I will end this letter for I have elready
fulfilled your requsst of me, Therefors, my friend, you must also
fulfill what I ask of you, and that is to answer this letter_qgickly
and also to inform me of news in Polend, especially of valgﬁ vhere

you are presently residing. If you do, I shall certainly bless you.
Your frisnd, who is far from you but close in your heart,

Yodel David Eisenstain

(end of sscond letter)

Even as & young man I used to write in a poetic style liks this,

I was fluvent in the Bible., I almost knew by heart Isaiah and the
Minor Prophets. I read vociferously the writers of the Haskalah of
that generation, and in particular the books of Abraham Mapu and
Kalman Zﬁaphta1§7 Shulman, and the Hebrew poems of Abraham Dov Le-
bensohn /Adam HaKohen/. I followed their style to the best of my
ability, but I was sbout seventeen years old at that time, Later,
when I decided to write in the periodical HaMagid, HaZefirah, and
Halleliz, I chose their styles The first article which I wrote in

BaZefireh was in the year 1878, fifty years ago.
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/THE MEMOIRS/ FROM 1872

’ 1872 Israel Lindn ar of New York writes in HaMagid (Vol. 16, Nos 9)
that Temple Emanu El /New York/ has opensd a library with more then
3,000 precious Hebrsw books., Mzny were publishsd more than 300 years

ago, and among them are some published at the outset of printing.

Dr. (Micheel Heilprin) is librarian.

T The head of the new orphans home is Dr. (Louis) Schnable, =

Hebrew author.

The Rev, Dr. de Sola from Montreal, Canada prezched in New York
on the Sebbeth when the portion "Vaaraﬁ" is read. He preached in the
Sheare Tefilah synagogue which is served by the Rev. Dr. M., S. Isaacs.
Rebbi de Sola was returning from Washington where he had been called
upon by Congress to open the session by giving a prayer for the
success of the legislators in Congress and for the well bsing of the
United States and its leaders, He spoks especially of the peace
which is presently reigning between the government of Englend and our
own, and he prayed that it might continue forever, The rabbi received

thanks from the British ambassador.

1872 The Reov. Dr, Isaac Meyer Wise of Cincinnati writes in HaMagid
(Vol. 16, No.12) thet the population of Cincinnati is 250,000 end
thet our brothers number some 12,000 emong them, There are fifteen
lawyers, six doetors, two artists, three male teachers and three

female teachers in the publie schools, one who sits in the lsgislature,
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three city directors, two on the school board of directors, five
policemen. The Jews engage in various occupations employing 25,000

in differsnt kinds of jobs. They are well respected by the people,
Very infrequently is a Jew ssntenced to prison and now there is not
ong thers. Their character and ethics ars excellent, and the com=
munity's opinion of them is satisfactory. There are seven synagogues:
the custom in two is the Minhag America (Wise Minhag); in three, the
Germen Minhag; and in two, the Polish Minheg. The rabbis are Dr.
Wise, Lilienthal, Goldh;imer; and Epstein. The Hebrew publishing
house is Block and Company. The newspapers are the "Israelite"” im
English and the "Devorah™ in German. There are nine ritual slaughterers,
two ritual bathhouses for the Jewish woman, one Toreh scribe, five
kosher restaurants, sixtsen butchsr shops for kosher meat and three
workshops for baking mazah. All the members of the different Jewish
groups in the community live together in peacs and tranquillity, and
there is no serious disegreement among theme It sesms to me that this
is the only article which Wise has written in Hebrew, for the lstters
which I have received from him in the past have sll been German

written in Hebrew characters,

Dr. Wise from Cincinnati has performed & marraige for $500 between
8 childlsess widow in New York whose husband died, and his Z%he deceased
husband's/ brother without giving halizah. Rebbi Semuel Hirsch of
Philadelphia and the Rev. Dr. Bernhard Felsenthal of Chicago have been
incensed by this, but he has answered them in outspoken terms in his

newspaeper, The Israslite., (Hadagid Vol. 16, No. 33)
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(THE PERSECUTION OF THE JGWS IN RUKANIA) The Jew Benjemin
Franklin Piexotto, the United States Consul General in Bucharest,
has endeavored to improve the situation of the persecutsd Jews in
Rumenia; but he has not been sucesssful., He requested that the
Rumanian government give the Jews permission to lsave Rumania and
settle in America, and the government has consented. The Consul
has stirred up the Consistoire Contral des Israslites de France in

Paris hsaded by Albert Cohn and other societies founded in England
Ui 1l

o

and America to help these Jews. The trip by rail fro@&iasi or
Bucharest to Hamburg and from there by stsamship to New York costs
500 franes, and half fare for children. The journey tskes approxis

mately fifty days. Thus began the immigration of the Rumanian Jsws

to America. (see entry in 1834) -

The stete of North Ceroline has electad Franklin G. Moses, a Jew,
as ifs governor for a three year term. His father was the Chief Justicse
of that stete for a long period of time. His family is of Sephardic
stock.

The largest factory in Americe, A, T. Stewert in New York,
employs many observant Jews. They requestsd that they not be required
to work during the High Holy Days of 1872, and this request was denied.
Thoss who chose not to work lost their wages. The chief foreman told
them, "If you want to celebrate your holidays, you must get a job in a
Jewish factory". But at the beginning of 1883 on the request of
Solomon and Sloan, M. Stew%rt permitted them to rest during the High

Holy Deys and did not deduct from their wagas for those thres days.,
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Instigators /Eave beeg/ sent from England tc America to snare
the children of immigrants in their nets, causing them to strey from
the Jewish faith by placing them in schools which they have founded.
This aroused the German Jews to esteblish in 1872 "free schools" for
Jewish children. The Russo=Polish Jews have alsc founded an asso=
ciation to open schools or Talmud Torahs for poor children by the nams
of "Mahazekay Talmud Torah" (1883) in order to save them from these
instigators. The Germen Jews opened & trade school in 1880, Z@hey
opene@7 & kindergartern in 1882 where the children can play and where

they can be taught the rudiments of the Jswish religion.

Sterling Martin, the governor of the state of Nebraska, has set
April 4 as a day for the planting of trees, Each yeesr Arbor Day, just
es Rosh HaShanah Le Ilanot which we celebrate on the fifteenth of
Shevat. This governor beceme the Ministsr of Agriculture in Washington,
1893=1897, In 1900 the holiday was established in every state in the
United States, the date being esteblished through public announcement

by the governor of each state...

Jacob Jaroslovski /?/ ceme to America in 1845, He wrote for
English papers, and he made a proposition to a new shipping company
which seils from Antwerp, Belgium to Philedelphie and New York.

Through his efforts the compeny promised to give a discount on pessage
for Jewish passengers &nd to meke arrangements for kosher food for them.
Aaron Judeh Horowitz of New York was mede the company's agent in Bremen
and guide for the ilmmigrants. Mr. Horowitz was a full time writer for

Heldagid, and he wrote a book entitled 'Rumenis «nd America", part of



which is & guide for immigrating to America. The Rymsnian Jewish
immigration began some ten years before the Russian Jewish immigra=-
tion, but the orgenizations which were founded to support the grasn-
herps were not able to handle Z%he problem§7 Leopold Bamberger, the
head of the sciety for the support of immigration of the Jews warned
the Jews of Rumanie in the newspapers that no more should come to
tmerica as those who had & ready come here were in an exceedingly

bad situvetion., He said thet enyons who caused the Rumanian Jews to
come here with their hends empty would pay for it in the future

since the lot of the immigrent in America is much worse than his
situetion in Rumenia. And Bemberger requests that they pay no stten=
tion to those who paint a bright pictufe of the blessings of America
and of how the plenty of this grest land is just leid in their hends,
for actually they write only of visions and illusions. They eare very
fer indeed from reality, eand when they advise thet all is well, they
are pushing these listeners right intc a trap. He continued to say
thet the orgenization has done everything in its power to aid 150
Rumanian Jews, but all of their attempts to help them meke e living
have gone to neught. Rabbi H, G. Weidﬁvér aé;eed with him in his
sormon to B'rai Yeshuran in New York. Of course, despite this
werning, they heve come from Rumenis followsd by those from Russia
and Folend, Gelicis end Fungery, immigrents by the thousands and

tens of thousands without the aid of societies, but assisted by their
relatives who preceded them to America or on their own without the
help of others. The eid of the organizations to bring the refugees

to Americe has been practically nothing end in meny instances the
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organizetions have attracted much attention concsrning their aid
to the immigrants who should not havs come in the first plece and

who ars useless to themselves and to others,

Through the aid of wealthy ¥oritz Loth of Cincinnsti in 1873,
Dr. Isaac Mayer Wise was able to cell a meeting in Cincinnati of the
leaders of ninetsen congregations thet they might discuss the founding
of a seminary for rebbis in Americe., They egreed to unite the Ameri-
can congregaetions into one body and through this unicn to found a schodl
entitled "Hebrew Union College™ in Cincinnsti. The plan has already
come to fruition. The following yeer in July, 1874 the representatives
of fcr by seven congregations assembled. in New York to actuslize the

plen of the Cincinnati seminary for rabbis.

April 18 ~= The ship "Atlantic" ovmed by the English steamship
company "White Star" has sunk somewhere between England and America,

end 500 pessengers have perished, Among them are a number of Jews.

May 30 =~ The bankruptey of the banking house "Jay Cook and Company”
caused panic in Amsrican business , and the times have changed for ths
WOrse. The business crisis has brought a tunabout in the price of
real estete in New York, and many Jews who had bought property on

mor tgege have lost a great deasl a money and have becoms impoverished.

The writer, Be. Yonker, writes from St., Louis in the state of
Louisiana Zﬁissouri] thet in the city of Frankfurt eighteen miles from
St. Louls a Jew from Beveria, Asron Leeson, died at the ege of forty

or fifty years. He owned a large garment factory and had accumulated
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a vest wealth, but he did not have a wife and children. The Christians
honored him by wrapping his corpse in festive garments and bearing his

coffin to St. Louis to bury him in a Jewish cemetary. Ten deys later

the relatives of the deceassd, his cousins from the city Quincy, came

,? to bury him in their family plot. They removed the clothes, purified
him and buried him in shrouds and with a funeral ceremony according to
Jewish religious observence. (Halegid, 1873 No. 2)

1873 Israel Lir d ner describes the fraud o@éﬁoss Twoed, whereby he wes
apprehended and sentencsd to twelve years inﬁ;riann. He had fraudu-
lently taken money from New York's city trezsury accumulating a wealth
of eight million dollars. (HeMagid, 1874 No. 4) William M. Tweed,
born in'Ireland, was appointed City Building Commissioner in 1870 by
Temmany Hall whose members were mostly of Italian descent. They had
e strong rule over almost all political matters in the city. Tweed
and his men raised the price of almost everything done for the city
some ten or twenty times its real value, and then they divided the
spoils among themselves to such & point that there was almost nothing
left in the city treasury. Finally their deeds were discovered and
they were brought to justice., In Wovember the sentence was given te
Tweed, and he was imprisoned for a twelve year term. He escaped from
prison and fled to Spainm, fbut was extredited to the United States/.
He was placed in a prison which he himself had built. His neame,
"Tweed", is inscribed above it, and he died there July 12, 1878. This
prison was bullt on Ludlow Street across from the Bet HaMidrash HaGedol,

end was demolished in 1929, In its place a lerge public school has

been built.
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Isreel Pinhes Gradinsky, cantor in Boston in 1871 and later in
San Francisco, has written from Newark, New Jersey (HaMagid, 1874
No. 10) of his travel from San Francisco to Newark by the transconti=-
nental railroad. It is 3,314 miles, & journey of seven days. For
approximately 2,000 miles from Sen Francisco only a few people live in
scattered places to provide each meal during the journey. In these
places wild Indians,who live on wild animels and birds, go about

almost naked with only a loin strep and ask for &lms like beggars.,

California has not changed to brass currency and paper money, but
rather uses gold and silver coins. The smallest coin they have is
five cents, and they disgracefully give it to the charity seeking
poor. In San Francisco he found Chine;e who do laundry and who
serve the rich. My father, Reb Zeev Volf, was also in San Francisco
and Saecramento for three years, 1868=1871, before I came to Americe.
In June, 1886, the trenscontinental railroad went from Jersey City
(nsar New York) to San Francisco in three days, seven hours and

thirteen minutes.

51873 The first congregation of Russo=Polish Jews in Boston wes founded
in 1873 under the name Beth Abrahsm by Rabbi Baruk Iszac Reinhert:z /17,
e learned Jew and a securitises dealer. He bought the first Mishnah for
the Hevrah in his congregation. He announced in HaMagid, 1874, that
the congregahts of Ohave Shelem, which beceme Reform two years prior,
have become compassionete and have changed their former ways, because

the Orthodox havs refrained from going there.
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The Revs Dr. Frederick de Sole Mendes cams to New York in 1873
and was received as rabbi in the Reform congregation Shaare Tefillah.
He was born on the islend of Jamaica in the West Indies in 1850. He
gtudied at the University of London and afterwards in Breslau, Germanys
After his Hebrew studies in the rabbinicel seminary he recsived his
doctor of philosophy in the University of Vienna in 1871. On his
return to Englend, he received his certification to Beach from the
scholar Benjamin Artom in London. Mendes was one of the founders of
the "American Hebrew", and when the Jewish Encyclopedia was first
published he was one of the editors. He wrote meny articles in
various newspapers, and he is the most lesrned of that learned

Mendes family. He died in New York in 1928,

The Rev. Dr. Gustav Gottheil came to New York in 1873 and was
accepted as rabbi in Temple Emenu El. He was born in 1827 in Pinne
in the Posnan Séction. In his childhood he studied Torah from Rabbi
Yoseph Haim Kf;i %he author of "Kol Omer Kra'", and he studied in
the University of Berlin. He was ordained by Dr. Semuel Holdheim in
1861, He wes appointed rabbi in Manchester, England and upon the
death of the Rev. Gottheim, who was the second rabbi at Temple Emanu
El in New York, Gottheil was called to tgke his place. After the
death of the first rabbi, Dr. Semuel Adler, /Gottheil/ tock his
plece, at a salary of $10,000. He chose Dr., Josseph Silvermen as the
second rabbi. In the latter years of his 1ife he was drawn with all
his heart to the Zionist idea. He died inANé¢ fork April 15, 1903

at the age of seventy six.
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1873 Dr. Richard (Raphael) Gottheil came to this country with his
father, Gustev Gottheil, in 1879. He was born in Manchester, England
in 1862 and finished his studies at Colurbia College in New York. He
wa.s ons of the‘editbrs of the Jewish Encyclopedie, and he was made
professor of semitic languages at Columbia College. Ies was elected

president of the American Zionists, followed by Louis Lipskye.

1873 October == There was a tuberculosis epidemic in the city of
Shreveport in the state of Texas Ziauisiang7. The Jows of Galveston,
Texas sont aid through Mr. Lieberman, the head of the society, Bilkur
Holime They sent $200 with doctors end medical supplies and saved

many of the affl icted. Not one Jew died.

1874 July == Rabbi Judah Eckmann died in the month of Tammuz, 1874,

He was the first rebbi of the congregation in San Francisco and for
meny years served the congregation"Emanu E1%, He edited the first
Jewish newspeper in English nemed "Gleemer™, An Orthodox rabbi, he

was born in Posnan in 1825 and rsceived his doctorste in the University

of Berlin.

1874 The congregation "Adath Isrsel" of Bavarian Jews in Boston has
chosen Dr. Solomen Schindler to be their rebbi in place of Rabbi
Srhoninger who served there twenty years as cantor and prescher,

In 1874 Dr. Schindler changed their prayer service using the Reform

revisions. Schindler was born in 1842 in Germany and came to New

York in 1871, He wrote many articles in newspapers in Gsrman and

English, and he became a radical reformer. He died in Boston Msy 5,

1013,
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Dr. Solomon Zvi Hirsch Sonneschsin came to New York in 1874
and was chosen rebbi in the Reform congregetion, Beth Israsl in
St. Louiss He wes born in Hungery in 1839 and was rabbl in Praguse.
When he came® to St, Louis in 1886, he described how he had satsn tref in
the Parker Hotel, His congregants considered remcving him from his
position when they heard he was considering leaving the faith of his
fethers and convsrting to the religion of the Unitarian Church. They
did not favor his negative position on matbers of rituel slaughter
and in the sprinkling of water which were essential %o them. He also
did not believe in circumcision, but he retained this rabbinieal
position for there were young women in the congregetion who defended
him, He wrote meny articles in Gormen and Bnglish periodicels. He

died in St. Louis, Octeber 3, 1908,

March 22 == The Jewish youth (Young Men's Hebrew Association) has
been founded in New Yorks, The president is P, S. Menken., The member-
ship in 1900 was 1,200, and the annual income was more than §70,000.

At present they have a large building on 92nd Street at Lexington
Avenue which was built through the philem thropy of the wealthy, spear=-
headed by Jacob He Schiff. The orgenization's aim is to bs & check
against tha organization of Christian youth which has & large building,
e library, and a gymnasium for itself. Its membership 1s derived from
youth who are the same age as owr youngsters, and anyons who dssires
mey Join. Their central aim is to instill Christian faith in the hesrt
of the youth, and Jewish youths are being dreem into their net., There=

fore, the wealthy have consented to found a similar organization
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gspecially for Jewish children in order that they should not mix with
the Christian youth., In the last few yeers centers like this have

been formed as branches of synagogues of Conservative Jews.

1874 August 27 == The scandal between ths Rev., Henry Ward Beecher of

the Protastent Church "Plymouth" in Brooklyn, which is known as "the
city filled with houses of worship”, and the wife of Theodore Tilden

hed been revealed that he sinned against the commandment, “thou shalt not
covet. The affair, known as the "Beecher = Tilden Scandel", made a
great impression in Americe and also in Europe. The author Israsl
I.indner: mentioned it in HelMagid (1875 No. 24)., The officers of his
congregation meinteined he was innocent: In court the jurors were

not abls %o agree among themselves, some saying he was guilty, others
innocent. Therefors, he was acquitted on July 2, 1375. This minister

was a friend of the Jews and preached favorably for them., He died in

Brooklyn March 8, 1387,

1874 Rabbi Aaron Wise came to Amsrica in 1874 and was appointed rabbi
of Congregation Rodeph Shalom in New York, Born in Erlau, Hungary, in
1844, he was froma traditional family. His congregetion in New York
congsidered him Conssrvative. He died on the second day of Passover,

March 20, 1896.

His son, Stephen Samuel Wisse, was brought to New York by his father
in 1874, He was born in Budapest March 17, 1862, He studied at the
City Collsge of New York, 1887-1896, and at Columbia College where he

received his doctorate in 1901. He was chosen as rabbi of Congregation
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Beth Israel on Madison Avenus in New York, and afterwards in Portland,
Oregon until 1906. He returned to New York and opened the Fres
Synagogue in 1907, He founded the Zionist Orgenization in America and
was elected preosident of the American Jewish Congress in 1924, He
alse founded a school for scientific study in Jowish literature
Zﬁewish Institute of Religiog7. One of his professors is Rabbi

Haim Tchernowitz. Wiss edited & collection of his sermons in English
and a book on the esthics of Solomon N. Gebirol. He also translated
the book of Judges into English for the Jewish Publication Socisty of

America.

Afugust 13 == In the beginning of 1874 I became engaged to Rivkah,
the daughter of Reb Israel Cohen, the son of Reb Fischel Shapira from
Checiny, Poland. She was born in New York on October 10, 1855, We
were married on Thursdey, the first day of Elul, October 13, 1874.

The wedding was solemnized at 72 Ludlow Street next to the Bet HaMidrash
HeGadols About 100 psopls attendsd the reception. My apartment was

located at 78 Ludlow Strest,

Congregation Adath Yeshuran and Congregetion Anshe gbsqg mer ged
under the name Beth E1 in 1874, Anshe ?esed hed a cemetég;/in the
center of the c¢ity. They began to transfer the remains ;f the dsad
buried there te Adath Yeshuran's cemetary in Brooklyn on Cyprus Hill
celled "Mekpelah" (it is elso the buriel place for the Bet HaMidrash
HaGadol and for other congregations). However, the slder members of
Ahavat Zﬁnshg/ Hesed strongly opposed the transfer of the dead, and

they took their complaints to the highest court. Their attorney was
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g Jowish lewyer, Albert Cordoza. Since the leaders of the city had
already prohibited burial within the city of New York, the judgss
ruled in favor of moving the dead with & ma jority decision of the
congregations., Nonetheless, in places whers the opinion of the
congregation is against it the city authoritiss do not force them to
remove ths graves of the dead. Therefors, there ars still cemetaries
of old congregations in the city. Most of them are Sephardic, such
as Shasreth Israel dating from 1730 whose cemetary is located on
Newberry Strest and Chathem Avenue, A second cemetary, however,
which they bought in 1805 on 1lth Street has been sold after the

removal of the dead,

August == My factory was located at 39 Ludlow Street. My mother
helped ms making coats, trousers, Zgry good§7. Afterwards I went into
partnership with my brother-in-lew, Nethan Roggen, the husband of my
sister Hennah. I contributed $400 to the business, my mothsr,$200,
and my brother~in-law, $100. At the bsginning the business was in my
name, but was known as Eisenstein and Roggen” from October, 1877, We

had a good business until the end of 1879 when its value was $10,000.

December 6 =~ Disaster befell the ship "Deutschland" in the
Atlantic Ocean near the English coast, and soventy people were drowned.

Among them were some Jewish immigrants on their way to New York,

December 12 == A torribls event occured in ths village of New Lots
near Brooklyn when a young lady, Sarah Alexander, wes found murdered,

strangled by a rope. (New Lots is now considered a part of Brooklyn).




After a thorough investigetion Pesah Nissan Rubinstein was charged
with murdere. This man was considered to be a God-fearing observant
Orthodox Jew., His father, Israel Rubinstein, wes & member of the

Congregation Bet HaMidrash HaGadol on Ludlow Strest. The matter

caused a tremendous clamor among the Jews as well as the Christians
who until that time had never heard of a Jewish murderer, especially
one who was Orthodox. The amazement grew still further when it was
revealsd that he had fabricated a story that she, his relative, was
a seorvant in his houss and that she had become impregnated by him,
Hs revealed this bscause he wanted her to bz bwried in a Jewish
cametary., He related that he saw a dream that she wes murdered in
the exact spot where she was féund. Thé police, who do not believs
in dreams, arrested him as the murderer. The trial was held in a
Brooklyn court Februery, 1876 for twelve successive days. The
prosecuting attorney was Britton, the julge was Pratt, and the
defense attorney was Mott, & Christian. The twelve jury members
gave a verdict of guilty after hearing the full case. loore, the
Judge, sentenced him to henging by the neck on the 24th of March,

1876. Attorneys tried to delay the death penalty until they could

i take the case basfore a higher court, but meanwhile the murderer died
suddenly on May 9, 1876. The cause of his death was that he fasted
for many days refusing to sat even kosher food, and that he had a
slight case of tuberculosis so that his strength left him and he died.
Yot some say that he drank poison/as he wanted to commit suicidse.

The daily papers in New York and in other cities in America published

every detail of the event in large print, particularly his trial
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daily. Christian teensgers chased Jews in ths town's streets ard
threw gerbage and stones at them calling them "Rubenstein". The

name of Rubenstein became & disgraceful word in every mouth, and for
e ny years every Jeow was labeled by this disgraceful name until

the matter was forgotten. At that tims the event and the trial

were published in a special book entitled, "Trisl of Pesah N, Ruben-
stein, in the Town of New Lots, on 12 December, 1875, Commenced at
the Kings County Court Oyer and Terminer on 31 Jenuary, 1876 . Beker

Voorhis &nd Co. New York, 1876, pp. 331.

January 1 =~ Plans got underway at the beginning of the yesr
for the centenniel celebration of United States independence from the
English monarchy in July 4, 1776. The festivities opened in Philadel-
phia on May 10 and closed on November 10, 1876« I atteonded this
calebration in July of that year. It was the first trip which I

made in America outsids of New York.

Dr. Felix Adlsr founded a socisty for teaching faith through
ethics alone called the "Socisty for B%hical Culture", This is a
new approach to teaching ethical falth to Jews and Christians alike.
This society holds classes in a large school teaching mores and
ethics naturelly [ﬁithout ceremonie§7. It is still in existence [i92972
The majority of the members are Jews. Felix Adler, born in Germany
ir 1851, is the son of Dr. Samuel Adler who was rabbi of Congregation
Emenu El1 in New York. Upon Samuel idler's death he requested that the
people of the congregation elect Felix in his place. Howsever, they

refused to accept him because he did not believe in the religion of
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Israel, even ths Reform faith. Therefore, he founded tha ethical
‘so¢iety whose motto is "Deed not crsed, The deed amd not the
interpretation is essential %o him withou® meking a distinction
between he who beliseves and he who does not believe in religion.
He preached weekly on Sundays to Jews, Christians end elso to non-
believers. Actuelly this is not a new idea. Micah, the prophet,
had expounded, "It is told thee, O man what is good and what the

Lord doth reguire of thee: only to do justice, to love mercy and

to walk humbly with the Lord your God"s Felix Adler hes done a
groest deal of wark on the idees of the sthical community and has
edited books and pemphlets in this field. October 1%, 1927 his

seventy fifth birthday was cslebrated.

1876 According to Zvi Hirsch Kramer (ceme to Americes in 1867)

writing in HaMegid (1876, No. 12) the Jews in Sen Francisco number
15,000 among more than & quarter of a million pesoples They are
wealthy, property owners, and most of the businesses belong %o
theme Tho German Jews have two congragations, while the Polish
Jews heve four congregations. The Gormen congregation, Emenu El,
has chosen Elkin Cohsn, & Reform rabbi. His salary is $1C,000.
The Polish congregation, Shearith Isreel, hes chosen Rabbi_C: G.
Vid;ver. His salary is $6,000. The sixth congregation, Né;ériedek,
was founded in 1869 by Reb Jacob Solomon Rothsehild from Poland and
Reb Menshem Blackman from France. Reb Henahem Z@lackman'g] son,
born in Celifornia, is leacrned in five romance lenguasges as well as

the rest of the sciences.




1876 September 24 =~ The rock called Hallet's Reef at Hellgate, which
hes caused shipping problems in the East River neer New York, wes
blested by dynsmite, I heard the explosion in my home. On October 10
another rock by the name of Flood Rock was blasted, and I heard the
sound in the Bet Hallidrash HaGadol during the morning prayers. These

two blasts mede 8 great impression on the gensrasl public.

1876 November 5 ==~ In the presidential election Zﬁutherford BL7
Hayes, a Republican, ran against [@amuel JL7 Tilden, a Democrat.
The results of the election were in doubt until the beginning of
1877, Finally the electorate from the state of Florida by the
slightest margin weighed the balance [En favor of ane§7. Had this

been an election in European countries, it would heve resulted in

& split between the head of the government and the people. In the
United Staes, however, the opinion of the minority is also able to

influence the various large perties.

In this elsction Edwin Einstein from New York was elected to the
Congressionsl House of Representatives in Tashington. He was born
in Cincinneti in 1842 finishing his studies in New York. He was the
cendidate of the Republican Party for Mayor of New York in 1892,
recelving many more votses than any Republican candidate who preceded
him. However, he was not elected because the Democreats were stronger,.
He was ons of ths directors of Mt. Sinsei Hospitel. He died January 24,

1905 in New York.

1876 December 5 =~ One of the largest theatres in Brooklyn burned,

and 300 people perished. Among them were s me Jews,
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The Spanish Portuguese congregation, Shearith Israel, celled
Dr. Hayir Peraira :iendes to New York to be their rabbi, and he still
retains that post (1929) while Dr. de Sola Pool assists him. Dr.
Mendes was born in Birminghem, fngland in 1852, He studied &t the
rabbinical seminery and the University of London and received his
doctorate in medicine. 1In 1874 he became rabbl of the Sophardic
congregation in Manchester, England. From there he came to Americas.

He wrote English books on child education.

Moy -= [ﬁlyssis S, Grant goss to Ewrope after serving two terms

as PresidenE].

June 13 == The Russian government éeclared war on Turkey, and
Russian forces have left the Balkan states. The Berlin Congress
(1878) declared peasce between Turkey and Russia, and a treaty of pesce
wes signed on Februery 8, 1879. Russim suffered defeat by the Turkish
forces, and the British Kingdom and Austrie helped keep her from
teking Constantinople. This was & clear sign for the beginning of

the Czar's downfsll and the persscution of the Jews in Russia.
August 29 =~ /Brighem Young, Mormons and polygamy problem/.

December -~ Thomes Edison invented the phonograph by which
men's voice and the sounds of music cen be heard. With the phono-
graph & men's voice can be heerd unchanged even after his death, and
his lips can thereby move even in his grave. ¥hen I heard the phono=
graph for the first time I wes so impressed and joyous that it is

impossible to describe it. I wes delighted some years leter to hear
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the voice of cantors, and in particular Cantor Joseph Rosenblatt.
Centor Pinhes Minkovsky did not want to have his melecdies heard by
means of the phonograph because he considered it a profanation of the

holiness of the chilidren of Isrsael.

In the summer of 1877 anti-cemitism in Americe was revealed.
Judge Hilton was mede administrator for the estate of the wealthy and
rospected A. T. Stewart after his death. His power of attorney
also extended over a lerge hotel, E%@gg%Union, in Saretoge Springs,
New Yorks, There one finds springs er heeling and for bathing snd
mineral waters for drinking. The wealthy used to go there during
the summer. Hilton had written on the hotel door, "Jews are not
permitted to enter here.” When the wealthy Jew, Joseph Seligran
of the well known firm, M. Y, Zg. and‘WL7 Seligman and Company,
came to spend a night in his hotel they did not permit him to enter.
This caused & tumultuous storm in America, and ovmers of other
hotels followed in Hilton's footsteps denying Jews the right of
entrance into their hotels, They thought that by these means more
Christien guests who were anti-semitic would coms to fill the rooms
of their hotels and thsir grofits would increase., The well known
minister, Henry Ward Beecher, preached in Hilton Gerden praising
the Jews as honoreble citizens of the United Stetes. The press
chastised Hilton %o his face and rebuked him for his hstred of the
Jews, It was to no avail until the Jewish merchents decided not
to sell the products of A, T. Stewart's factory of which Hilton was

the administretor. This was a secret boycott, and somg Chrigtian
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buyers who were friends of the Jows also joined and would not buy
a2 thing from Stewart's. They ultimetely caused ths closure of the
Stewgit fectory which had previously been the largest in Americe.
On December 12, 1878, Hilton gave $1,000 to Jswish charity and $500
to orphanages from the'fund of Stewart's widow, bubt the money was
returned to him with thanks end a statement that the Jews do not

accept money from an anti=-Semite.

Thg Seligmen family ceme from Bﬁvaria. Joseph Seligmen weas
born iniﬁyéfégb;f in 1819, He came to Americea in 1837, and his
brothers arrived later and joined him in business. In 1857 they
opened a banking house by the name of J. & W. /S, &WKJ'Seligman
and Company, New York with branches in London, Paris, and Frankfurt-
on=the=-Main., Joseph Seligman died in New Orieans April 25, 1880,
in 1897 the rest of the Seligmen brothers perticipated with the
Rothschild brothers in London in negotieting a loan for Americen
government bonds tc the sum of $150,000,000. A short time later
the Seligman brothers became governmsnt agemts in the sale of bonds.
Jesse Seligman was born in Bavarie in 1827, He and Joseph founded
an orphansge in New York in 1859, They perticipated in general
community needs as well &s in Jewish charities, Jssse Scligmen died
in California April 23, 1894. Isaac N, Seligmen died in New York

September 30, 1917 at the age of fifty one years.

Dr. Semuel Benjamin came to America in 1885. He was born in
Ba&lbrisek‘/Z/, Poland around 1845. In 1861 he went to Padua and

studied with Rabbi S[Qmuel] D, Luzzatto., He :spent two years in
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Paris and traveled to London about 1865. There he converted., In
1863 he was in Seville, Spain. In 1897 he wrote his memoirs in
Ho'divri in New York (1897 Wo. 18) celling it, "Vengence and Reward,"
He was & doctor and et the time of the Spanish Revolution he treated
war casualties as a member of an international orgenization under
the Swiss government. ¥hen he came to Americe he studied medicine
in John Hopkins University in Bsltimore, but he did not make use

of his knowledge as & doctor. Instead he engeged in writing articles

end books on Egyptology. He wrote "The Magicians" and "The Language
of the Flowers." In 1900 he began his talk about Moses, our father,
for the society "Ohale Shem" by explaining that when Pherosh said,

"Sec that evil freh/ which is before your face," the "rah" weg Rah,

the god of Egypte On the same program I spoke about America's
capture of the Phillipine Isleands from the viewpoint of the Torah of
Moses end the Talmudic lew. In "HeModish LeHadashim," (Pt. I, p. 15),
Dr. Bénjamin proves that the author of Song of Songs was King Solomon
using the first letter of the first three verses %o prove it.l2 His
son, Lawrence Benjaumin was born in Lancester, England in 1869. He

is ean author and post and was director of the British Museum beginning

in 1893, Dr. Benjamin disd in Floride in 19186,

1878 liy first erticle was published in HaZfirsh (1878 supplement to No. 24)
which appeared in Warsaw. In it I made known the desth of Rabbi Samusl
M, Iseacs on May 19, 1878. Hs was the rabbi and cantar of Congregation
Shaare Tefileh of New York., Born in Holland in 1824, he was the head

teacher at the Newseh Zedek School in London. In 1839 he was asked to
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be the rabbi and cantor for Corgrogation B'nei Yeshuran on Elm Street,
New York. In 1845 he wes chosen as rebbi and cantor of the new
congregation, Shaare Tefilah on Wooster Street. In 1864 the congro=-
gation moved uptown at which time he began te publish an English
periodical, the "Jswish Messenger." On the occasion of President
Lincoln's death this rabbi gave a eulogy and accompanisd him to the

cometary. He was 2lsd a friend of President Gencrzl Grant,

I wrots further articles in "HaZfirah" in 1878-1882 and later in
"HalMeliz" 1882-1884. A list of these articles ia at the end of the

second saction of this collectione.

I joined the society called "geshér Shel Barzel," Mt. Sinei
chapters This sxisty was liks B'nei B'rith excopt thet it also
offerad & member $1,000 lifs inswrance payebls to his wife, the
widow, or %o the children of his family., I felt, howsver, that
the soclety was unethical and I resigned my membership. After a
number of years the society folded as it was not able to pay its
debts. Other life insurance companies have also failed as they
were not able te fulfill their responsibilitiss without charging
promiums according to the age of & member amd without & health

examination upon his entering the company.

May 31 == The ship, "The Great Elector,’ sank fiear the coast
of England. Three hundred passengers lost their lives and among

them were a few Jeows.
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The periodical "Die Judische Volkszeitung"

was inaugurated by
its publishers, M, Talpowsky and G, Landsu., Getschel Zelikovich

wrote articles for it., The periodical was socialistic-athsistie

and lasted only & few years.

June, July -- Rumanis got its freedom as & self=ruling government
with cortain conditions from the Berlin Congrass. Section for oty three
of the procesdings of the Congress state this decision: that the
honorable parties signsd below recognize Rumanisa as a free govsrnment
according to a condition written in the two ssctions which follow.
Section for ty four which follows states that the law must be fixed
so that Rumania's state policy be one of freedom. The powers obligate
the Rumanians and their government %o the following: "In the country
of RFumenies there shall be no place for laws which make a distinction
between religion and nationality against any man, people, or nation;
and in no manner shell the Rumanisn people or their government sver
have the right to devise a method to stop any man from pardicipating
in any way of 1life or livelihood for any reason of religion or nation=
ality." Nonetheless, Rumenis has denied this right to her Jews as
she decsitfully maintains that this law applies to citizens alone, and
the Jews are "strangers". It is the exception, not the ruls, when

& Jew is given the rights of citizens.
Zﬁlexander Greham Bell and the invention of the telephoqg7}

A yellow fever epidemic broke out in the United States from

August to November, 1878. In New Orleans hospitals and cherity
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institutions have Joined forces to ald the 500 Jows stricken by the
disease. They reised $40,000, This disease spread from South
America and the islands near the United States particulerly Cuba,

Thera has besn an epidemie every year during the summer...

October =- Rabbi Samusl Adler retired in 1874 from his position at
Temple Emanu El, and the congregation has promised him & pension of
$4,000 a year, He gave his daughtsr in marr;ige during the ten days
of repentence in 1878. Bedsuse of this sin’thé”members of the con=
gregation did not attend his daughter's wedding, and they wanted to
take the money back which they had promised hime Dr. G. Gottheil,
his successor, refusad to meke the arrangements for the weddinge The
writer who reported this in HaZfirah expressed amazsment thet members
of a Reform congregation who pray with uncovered heads, profans the
Sebbeth and eat trefl are so stringent in prohibiting marreige during
the ten days of repentence. This is but an unimportent custom which
is not even mentioned in the Talmud, appesring only in Seder Mate
Ephreims. Rabbi Semuel Adler, born in Worms, Germany in 1809, studied
with his father, Isasac, omeof the judges of the city. He alse studied
et the University of Frenkort ard in Viennal3 where he finished his
studies recoiving his doctor of philosophy in 1836, He was chosen
assistant rabbl and preacher in Worms. In 1857 he came to America
and became rabbi at Temple Emanu El succeoeding the Reve Dr. L.
Merzbacher, He was & learned man especially in the field of Hebrew
literature. He wrote articles in newspapers and in English Jewish

periodicals. These articles appeared undsr the Hebrew name "Kovag

8l Yad" (New York, 1886)., He died in New York Juns 9, 1891.
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November 7 -~ Some grave desecraters have stolen the corpse of
A, Te Stewart who died in New York April 10, 1878, and was buried in
St. Mérk‘s Chapel cemebtary on Tenth Street near Ssecond Avenue in
NWew York. The thisves asked $50,000 for the return of ths body, but
Hilton, ths administrator of the estats refused to pay the ransom
money. The widow, however, asked him to pay this sum. Afterwsrds
the authorities promised the widow that they would rebury him in the
msoleum which she had built to honor him on Long Island, but, alas,
it was revealed that the whole thing was a feke, Stewart was a
wealthy and respected merchant in America. He was born in Ireland in

1803 and came to Americe im 1823, At his death he 1lsft some $50,000,000.

. Jewish businessmen bought from him, but after his dsath when the busi=~

ness was handled by Hilton, an enti=-Semite, the Jews stopped trading
with his company. This boycott was so severe that this great business

was forced %o close,
Z@overnment again backs paper bills with gol@}C

Januery -- The Jew, Benjamin Franklin Jonas, was elscted to the
Congress as & Senator from the state of Louisisna for 2 term of six
yoars. He was born in Williamstown, Kentucky in 1834 and studisd
law in St. Louis. He became a lawyer in 1855. During the Civil
War he was an officer in the artillery of the Confederats Army.

From 1865 to 1879 he was a judge in Louisiena and from 1879 to 1885 =
Senator in VWashington, After the completion of his term of office,
President Cleveland appointed him surveyor of ths coastal ares of

New York for ths national government. Jonas is the third Jewish




Senator in the national Congress.

In previous yeers David Levy Yules was elsated Senator from

Florida twice durling the years 1845-1851., He wes born in St Thomas,
one of the islands of the Test Indies, in 1811 and disd in New York
October 10, 1886, The second Senator was Judsh Phillip Benjamin

é who was elected in the state of Louisiana in 1852 for a term of

? six yeers end was the moving force for the Confedsracy during the

Civil War for he was eppointed Minister of War,.

1879 One of the anti~Semites was A, ﬁ§rbin, the banker and the head
of a group which had bought & strip of land called "Manhattsn, et
Consy Island nsar Brooklyn-New York on,the seashore.," He had bath
hovses and a hotel there. Hs stated that he would not accept Jews
who came to his hotel, He would not give them permission to bring
food in a basket nor would he permit them to swim in the sea on his
property even if they payed the price of admission. By doing this
he followed the precedent set by Hilton in Saratoge Springs in 1877.
Once again the Jowshand the ZEeneraL] papers attacked, and Christian
preachers thundered against him. Slowly the storm quieted down and
after a decade the Jews were victorious. Now they own almost every
houss on the island, and they live there on every part of Consy Island
ir peace and tranquillity without any disturbance. This is the more

corrsct solution to the Jewish Question in America,

1879 In that year the number of Jews in the United Statses had already
increased to 300,000 among & total population of 50,000,000. The

number of Jews in New York was 150,000 and among them some 10,000
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Orthodox Jewse In a large community such as this there was an

urgent nead for an excellent rabbi, a chief rabbi like in England.
Therefore, the leadsrs of the congregations, led by the Bet HaMidrash
HaGedol, set their sights on the great rabbi, Rabbi Meir Lob Malbim,
who was living then in Konigsberg and was the right person to fulfill
the nsed for a chief rabbi in New York. However, to everyone's great
loss the rabbl was called to his etsrnal home on Rosh HaSlensh,

Septomber 18, 1879 while on his way to Kiev,
/ﬁew York recoives Egyptian obelisk and sets it in Central Par@]l

Love of the Hebrew language hes aroused me to found a society in
New York whose aim shall be to spread the knowledge of Hebrsw and its
literature in Amsrica. I have spoken with cultured psople in New
York: ZKatriel Zvi Sarasohn, Moses Aaron Schreiber, Mayer Rubin
Halohen Levi, Zvi Hirsch Bernstein who was tho editor of HaZofeh,
Isaac Bomash /%/, Dov Kramer, 4. Zelber, and others. We assembled

on February 22, 1880 and founded the socisty called "Shohre Sefat

Aver ° "

I gave them many books of the Haskallah, and I paid for the
publications of Hebrew newspapers in Furope and also Jewish papers in
secular langueges. The meeting houss was 106 Eest Broadway. Ons of
the provisions cf %he society was to heve a monthly mesting of ell

the members at which time ons of the scholars or & rabbi would dsliver
a lecture on a matter which touched upon Hebrew litersture. The
membership grow to 100 during the first two yéars, and in 1881 the

society published its first pamphlet, "HalMeasif B'Erey HaHsdashah."

At that time two cultured gentlemen, T. F. Shapire and Isaac Bomash,
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wrote & strong criticism against it in ths posm, "Halitonen" /"The
Bomplaint"/. Yet, for a first American colleciion it compares
favorably with the early collsctions which appearsed in Berlin 100
years earlier. In any event the criticism caused us to stop publi-

caticn of futurs issues of the collection.

August 27 == With my mother and my brothor-in-law (my partner)
I purchased a house % 42 Ezst Broadway for $12,000 on this day. I
paid $5,000 down and the rest on a note. Our business which had
previously been on Ludlow Street grew steadily thers. To cur grezt
profit, the rest of the houses and the property grew in valus so
thet in 1883 the house was worth $20,000 (and in 1929 it is worth

more than $50,000). We succeeded greatly in our business on that

straet,

August 23 =- The Jew, Charles /il. H./ DeYoung, the editor of the
daily "Chronicle" in Ssan Francisce fought agsinst the Christian
cendidate, Kellogg, in the election of the mayor., They had & grest
quérral between them, end the Jew rose up egeinst him and killed him.,

Then, DeYoung was killed by Kellogg's son.

November 4 =~ Jzmes A. Garfield wes slected President of the
United States, and I voted for him =5 & Republican. This was my
first sloction efter becoming a citizen of the country (July 9,
1820). I folt = great personel loss when /Eharles JL7 Guitesu,

8 Polish Christian, assassinated the President orn July 2, 188l.
He died September 1% of the same yeer, Guiteau was found guilty

and hung on July 30, 1882,
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November 11 »= Christian scholars from Englend and America
heve found errors in the English edislon: of the Bible of 1611 known
as "The King Jamss Edition c¢f the Bible." Thess errors arose both
from a misundersvanding of tho hebrew source and changes in Inglish
usege since 1611. They have now mede & new tranmslation, or perhaps
more correct, they have msde corrections in the old translatior.
Actually they heve corrected a gresat deale. Yot there are a groest
mery errcrs which they have not corrscted. In 1885 & book was
published in New York and London entitled "Companion" which explains
the nesd for the corrsctions, the methods used, and the names of the
editors. Ths book is edited by Telbot W. Chambers, end I have made

annotations concerning it in menusecript.

Dre Semuel Haha of Few York willed that his body be cremated
after hls death, snd it has been dons. They burned him into dust
in the crematory which Dr. Lemony in Vashingbon, Pennsylvanie has
prapdred. Dr. Hahn was cne of my ecquaintences for many years.

I wes astonished that he was the first Jew in the United States

who chese to be cremated rether than buried.

November 18 == Arthur Liebermen, & nihilist, came to New York
in August, 1880. He wus the editor of the three pamphlets entitled
"HaEmet", published in Viemne. While in New York he gavs a lecturs
before the society "Shohre Sefat Aver" or Jewish literature. However,
not finding 8. source of livelihood or &any kind of work here, he went
to Syrecuse, New York and there committed suicide &s can be ascerteinecd

from the majority of the evidenca. He left & note which wus found,
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il had written in Cerman, "Gooldbye to you, ch world and all thet is
therein. The man who has not been able to find work or livelihood
among you shall die of his own hande" 4And he signed his name on
November 18, 1880. On the other side of the paper he wrote, "I
ask of everyone that he not Jjudge me until he has come into my

plece." He was buried in thet city in e Jewish cemetary.

1881 /The Pansme Canal Compexy; financed by the Seligmen berkers;

Jd. D. Eisenstein bought two shares for $2097.

1881 Anti=Semitiem, which began as a national movement in Germeny in
1878 by /Zdolﬁ] Stocker, the Prussien court cheplain, has increased
in the lest thrse years. Bismark, the German chancellor, did not
openly sgree with antim3emitism, It was only because of the honor
that he sent +thanks to the en ti-Semites for the telagrams they sent
praising him for his inclinetion toward anti-Semitism. They had met

" at the Hollandteg Zﬁeichstag/ﬂ The above Z@ismarg/ said at ths

‘; Hollandtag [ﬁeiehstag? orn April 2, 1881. Kaiser Wilhelm, after
being requested to stop the movement, wanted to read the newspapers
which appeared outside of his country to get their opinicns on this
questions The Jewish Times, published in San Francisco, sent him 21l
of the newspepers which were published ln the Pacific area, all of
which had violent statements denouncing Stdcker and his assoclates.
All were amazed how an enlightened government like Prussie and an
intelligent king like Wilhelm who rulms there should not be concerned
enough %o stop this hatred of the Jowish citizens of their land. Un

March 13, 1881, an official society for anti=femitism in Germeny was
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founded by the neme Anti-Semiten League.

The number of congregations in Americe is comsidered to bs
approximately 300, a&nd the number of Jews is around 250,000. B'nai
B'rith has 22,814 members and the Kesher shel Barzel has some 10,000.
The order of B'nai B'rith was founded in 1851. The eim of the
orgenizetion is to teach the ethical and the charitable way to Jews
from ell groups without any distinction, and %tc bring some peace
between them that there be no place for gquarrels boeceause of differ=
ences of faith or politics. The organizetion did not promise life
inswence or to give a fixed sum to the family of 2 deceased membor.
The organization was founded in 1851 and had close to Z,000 members
by 1857. By 1668 the number was close to 10,000 at which time They
mzde some new provisions., They begen to engage in some charitable
work, founding an orphansge in Cleveleand for the members end a
tuberculosis hospital in Deuver Zfbr all patient§7 without distiretion
between members or non-uembers. The orgen ization spread throughout
Americe and sbrosde By 1900 it had ten grand lodges, seven in the
United Stetes, one in Germeny, one in Rumania, and one in Austria.
More then 300 local lodges had some 30,000 members. The main lodge
has denied permissicn to the Russo-Polish Jews to found a branch for
themselves. In their cpinion Russo-Polish Jews are not proficient
enough to officielly run a branch. The Rev. Dr. Felsenthal has chas-
tised B'nai B'rith leaders for this. The organization Kesher shel
Berzel which promised 1ife insurence was nct able to swvive and
folded corpletely. B'nei B'rith has also lost meny members in letter

years and its activities have decreased. The Allisncs Israslite
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Universells in Paris opemned branches in New York and Philadelphia in 1881,

1681 The high schoocl in Cincinnati founded by Ir. Wise opened as &
rabbinical seminary on April 24, 1881. Ths Rev, Dr, Lilienthal and the
Reve Dr. Sonneschein spoke on ralevant matters of the day. The college
had slready openad as a religious scheol in 1874 with one branch for
beginners, In 187¢ they had fowr sections for beginners. The seminary

is known as the Hebrew Union College (see 187% abovs)s

1881 Sholom Joz=ph Silberstein came to America in 1881, He wes born
in Lithuania in 1845 and published a book, 'Gilui Ainayim, Hashkafah
Eyonit al Mazev Am Yisrael HaMusari" /™Revelation, & Theoretical View
of the Ethical Status of the Peopls of.IsraeIZZ. The book is in the
form of & poem and published in Warsaw 1881, After arriving in New
York he published a book, "The Religion and the Torsh' to prove thet
religion is not faith (New York 1887). "Meziut Hoveh vHaOlam" (1893)
and also his English books ("Genersl Laws of Nature (18%4), "The
Disclosures of the Universal Mysteries (1696) ) sre written philoso=-
phiecally in the spirit of the free thinker, Hs was & demented man
who wanted to found a new religion, end he gloried in uprooting the
systems of Spincze and of all scientific thinkers. He was honored
here, and his language was so corrupt that it was impossible to
understand him. ¥hen he came to sell me his English book I told him
I would buy it if he could explein what he was writing to some intellec=—

tual who understands philosophy. He published an article, "Mahut

HoNefesh™ /™he Existence of the Soul"/ in Halvri in 1901, and Gershon

Rogenzweig, the editor, sald that the article was too erudite for
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the simple reader and he counts himself among them, although he is

e scholar the likes of whom it is difficul€ to firnde He lelt a
menusceript with ths wealthy Leonard Lewisohn, and in some way it was
lost. -2 maintained that ths manuseript had a value of seversl
thousafid dollars, and Lewischn was obligated to give him meney for
the rest of his lifes 4After his death Silberstein wrote a eulogy in

verse which bogins, "I shzll not know sorrow,"”

and the nams of the
dsparted was written above the vsrses. It appeared in The American
Hebrew, 1902, po 51%. In Hazlieliz (1900 No. 159) Silberstein accused
Nr. B, R. Pesah Goldenstein from Kishenov of plagarism in the second
printing of his book, "Gilui Ainayim." Goldsnstein signed his name
t0 it sccompanied by three praiseworthy raviews by lesding Parisians,
14
Silberstein was not aware of this until Mr. Freidus pointed it out

to hime. OSilberstein dled Mey, 151% in New York at ths age of sevent
Vs g

cighte

Vorkers! conditions havs improved in recent years, and to their
credit soms lsgislatires have passsd lews meking one day a year &
holiday for lebor == not the first day of ey which the Soclalists
and the Communists heve set for this is not the will of the govern=
ment, but the first Mondey in The month of September. Through the efforts
of Samuel CGompers, the lebor leader, this holildey has bscome known through-
out the United Smtaes as Labor Day by authority of Congress. Samusl
Gompers was born in London January 2, 1850 and came to Amsrice in 1863,
working as a cigar meker. In 1864 he founded the Internstional Or_anie

15

zetion of Ciger Manufecturcrs  and was the executive sscretery for

this organizations Afterwards he was slescted president of the srican
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Federation of Lahor, en orgemization which numbers some 2,000,002

memberse is worked fevsrishly for lietbor venefits, especislly imn

decreesing ths number of work hours Yo eight hours a day, During the
World War he was the lszding force in driving the'worker§ Lo increass
their labors in the manufacture of emmunition and other war needs

for victory ovar the Germans. In 1915 he received a gold medal of
henor for his humenitarian work in the wer effort. The marvel is
that the workers choss a Jew to lsad them, and they trusted him

with perfect faith, He died in Weshington December 13, 1924, Ths
Federation of Labor and its lsader, William Green, agraed to srect

a monumsnt worth §150,000 as a memorial for Gompers.

1882 ( A PROTEST AGAINST THE POGROMS IN RUSSIA). Anti-Semitism, sot
in moticn in Germany, has spread into other countries in Zastern
BEurope. There they have not been satisfisd only with fsfrainiﬁg
the rights of the Jews, Anti~Semitism has been used to start pogroms,
mercilessly slaughtering the Jews in their countries and confiscating
their property. The mass exodus of Russian Jewry begen oa larch 13,
1881 when Czar Alexander II was murdered by a thrown bombs On Februery 1,
1882 a mass rally was held in New York, leed by Gensral Greant, the
President of the United States, to publicly protest the pogroms and
the persecution being perpetrated in Russia, Mayor [William R./ Grace
and /ﬁilliam M/ Everts, & former Secretary of State, spoke. Then
ceme & proposal from ow country's leaders: 1) +the citizens of New
York ars grisved in hearing of the suffering which the Jews in Russia
have undergone through the pogroms, and thay participate in their

sorrow; 2) the clitizens of the Unitsd States roquest that their
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government use every possiblas peaceful means to pressurs Russia in

a manner which would not endanger the long-standing love between the
two netions to stop the growing climate of mob hats and animosity
ageinst the Jews, and to give the rights and privileges to their Jows
thet no harm might befall them. A similar rally was held by the
Mayor in Philadelphia and in other citiss. The proposal was meant
to stir the United Statss government to action for the benefit of
Russian Jewry, to raise money to help them immigrate to America, and
to aid them upon errivel here until they were able to sustain theme
solves and their families through labor or business (ses my articls,

"Gole Russia BeAmeried").

Mey 2 == (THE PASSPORT QUESTION) The United States Prssident,
Zﬁhester AL7 Arthur, gave the Congress the translations of the agres-
ments between the governments of Russis and the United Statss concern-
ing reciprocal trade., This treaty was made in 1832 concerning the
rights of Jews who are Americen citizens who came t§ Russia outside
the Pals of Settlement. This reciprocdl trade agreement expressly
states that every American citizen has the right to live and to
trade in Russia in the full breadth of she land, and the Russian
government is obligated to defend him during an uprising there as
they would defend her native citizens. Secretary of State [3ames GL7
Blaine sent a message to owr Russian minister, /3ohn'W57 Foster, who
is living in Petersburg that he should warn the Russian government
thet in Americe there is no distinction between citizens whether he

be from the sesd of Shom, Ham or Japhet. However, 4n smail print the

troaty states that the Americans were obligated to conduct themsslves



-85«

cautiously and to follow the custom of the place in which they were.
The Russien of ficisls whenevsr nscessary have dramm attention to this
condition, claiming that according %o ths rules at Petersburg Jews
can not live in inner Russia ZButside the Palg7 except with special
conditions, and it is not propsr to give great privileges to. American
Jows than to the Jews of Russia who were born there. Against this
claim the Amoricens who have sided with the rights of the Jews maine

tain that the Russian government can not interpret the words of the

treaty so stringently. Russia can not hold that the American Jew
has no more right than the Russisn Jew for in 1832 whan the treaty
wes signed the peasants in Russia were still slaves, as wers the
Negroes in America. Nsither governmené would have equated the rights
of hsr prominent citizens with the rights of the lower and inferior
class in their countries. Then Russia certainly could maintein with
false pretext that ths American citizen has only the right of the
Russian peasant, and America could hold thet the Russian citizen has

only the right of the ©black slave before his emancipation.

1382 (COLONIZATION IN AMERICA) The history of the Jewish colonizstion
in America begem with +the arrival of the Russian Jews in 1882. The
first colony was founded in Louisiana on the island of Sicily, but
the Mississippi Hiver flooded the colony that year and thereby it
failed. Other colonies were founded in South Carolina, North Dakote,
Oregon, and other states. Almost all have not come to fruition except
for the colonies in New Jersey which were founded in 1890 (ses Ozar
Yisrael, Vol. II, p. 242; also "The History of Colonization in America®™

in Part Two of this collaction)e




1882

January 3 =~ I was callad for jury duty on & juwy of twelvs in
general session of criminal court, and I served there twenty one days
and received my selery of %42, #2 a day (\fterwards they incressad
the salary to $3)e../Explanation of the degrees of murde§7. I did
not want to participate in ths dsath penelty and so I stated this
to the judge who exempted me from serving on the jury of & man
eccused of murder in the first degree. Also I did not went to swear
by the oath, "So help me God," or to place my hand on the Bible every
time that we sat to judge = man, as is the custom. I only affirmed
thet I would judge fairly according to my opinion through an understand=
ing of the evidence without any favoritism. A man is permitted to
rafuse to swear by the oath. He may bé qualified by a "yes" or by
only raising his hand., During these forty years I was called to jury
duty in court one month every two yeers, once in a criminal case and
once in e civil case and in particular in a cese of Torts against the
ownsr of & railroad. I served until I was almost seventy ysars old,
and then I relinguished my obligation. Once I did not go %o the
courthouse after I had been celled, and I was obligated to pay a fine
of $100, My lawyor, Mr. Simon Rader, reguested that the judge cut

the finse in half,

It is my opinion that the murderer should never receive the
death penalty, but rather that he be sentenced to 1life imprisonment,
or to a period compatible with the crime in the opinion of the Jjudge
for it seems to me that the punishment of the guilty is not for
revenge, but rather to stop him from committing further ecrimes, and

to serve as an exemple to others who cen leern from his punishment
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and thereby hs too afreid to commit such an act... Zgix resasons for

abolition of capitel punishmenﬁ7.

1682 July 27 =~ I took a trip to see one of the marvels in America,
the waterfalls at Niag;é Falls in New York on the border of Canada.
At 830 P.Ms I loft New York on the New Yerk Central and Hudson River
Railroad., In Poughksepsie I ate supper and at 10:00 P.Me I lay down

on my bad in one of the train's sleeping cars. The rain was powring

down and did not stop until the first light of the morning. At

8:00 AM. I arrived in Buffalo and ate my breakfast there. At 9400
I trevelled to Niagra., At 10:00 in the morning I took a room in the
Guest Island Hotel. Aided by a buggy énd a guide I visited all of the
marvalous sights, and I did not leave one place unseen on either ths
United States or the Canadian side which are connected by way of a
bridge which fliterslly/ hangs in the eir. The following day I tra=-
velled %o Rochester and went around the city. That night I returned
to Naw York arriving there on the following morning. I gazed in
utter amszement at the sight of water falling with such great power
from 165 feet up, and I learned many things on this trip. In 1892

I again visited Niagra Falls,

1882 The editor of HaZefireh in Warsaw sent me e packet of letters
from the author, Seaul Pinhas Rebinowitz and "Ben Ami" (Moshe Leib
Lilierblum) concerning the persecutions of the Jews in Russia (in
order to publish these letters in the list which is being published
in Tel Aviv), I have translated them into English and given them to

Judge Mayer S, Isaacs. The contents he has sent to Washington under
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the name "The Union of Israelite Congregations" with the regquest that
our government spssk officially with the Russian government and re=~
prove her actions. His action brought little results, but nonethslsss
he helped to arouse sentiment in the Lmerican community for the

materiel was printed by the newspaper, "New York Herzald."

I wrote many articles on Russian rofugees in particuler and the
Jews in the nsw land in generals They were published in HaZsfirsh
during the years 1880-1882, and in the latter year I began tc send
articles to HaMeliz. The first article was my translation from the

newspaper, "Herald,"

of an articls written by its correspondent in
Constantinople who wrote about the actions of Leurence Cliphant end
his ides to settle the Jews east of the Jordan. ZaliphanEZ hed &
power of psersvesion bo impose his ideas on others. This article

appeasred in 1682, pe 519, and I wrote other articles ip Haleliz in

that year and following.

The pogroms in Russia in 1882 ceussd the flight of the Jews from

thers. A few Jourmeysd to the land of Israel, but the majority cams

(o}

to Americe. Some of those who came were enlightensd scholers and

suthors, among them Tuvia Pesak Shapirs. e was born in Sejny,

by

Poland ir 1845, He was a Hebrew teacher and compiled a dictionsry
entitled "It Sofer" Mhs Pen of the Scribeﬁ] for young psople's usa,
Hs remeined in fmerice only a year and a half for neither the country
nor the Jews living here pleasad him, With Isaac Bomash he wrote
"Heliitonen," /The Complaint™/, (& critical poem of two pegss agsinst

"those who heve gethersd in the new land" (1681) and egainst the
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gociety Shohre Sefat Ever) T. P. Shepire returned to the city of
his birth in 1884 and died there in 1924 a2t the age of seventy nine.
His son, Dr. Shapire_lﬁg7 published his father's correspondence,
Miashal Hekdamuni® /Bn Exenple Before Ne"7, "ioshle 'Am" /MIxample
of & People"/ (Philaddphis, 1¢25) and "Pitgemim skel Hakemim"
/Seyings of the Wise len"/ (Philadelphia, 1$27). Eobh collections
are pointed. Dr. Shepirz has besn eppointed to the Hebrew section

of the Librery of Congress in Washington (see below, 1¢12),

Alexander Harkavy came to America in 1882, He was borzn in
Nowogrudnk, [ﬁussig/ lay 5, 1863, and worked in the printing house
of the Romin [ﬁrotherg/'in Vilne. Upon arrivel in Zmerica he did
much work for the advencement of Hebrew and Yiddish literatwrse
through dictionaries which he edited., Of particuler importance
is his last book, "An Encyclopedia of Biblicel Languege,’ Hebrew
and English , seccnd printing (Few York, 1918); "Yiddish-Znglishe
Hebraische Verterbook”, second printing by the Hebrew Publishing

Company (New York, 1928),

Rabbi Abrasham Pereire lendes was called to serve as rebhi of
the Sephardic congregaticn in Nswport, Rhode Island. He remained
et this post until the dey of his death, April 18, 1893, He was
born in Kingston, Jamaica Februery 9., 1828, He was the first master
at the religious school thers end was assistant to Rabbi Isasc
Lopez. In 1851 he becams rsbbi in Birmingham, England., At the
death of Hekam Artom in London he fulfilkd his place as preacher

and judge for the Sephardic community. He was the first to publish
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sermons in Znglish (see Ozar Yisrael, Vol. VI p. 187).

Jenuary 19 ~-=- The ship Tzimbfié seiling from Hamburg collided
with the ship Sulten near Folland, and ths force of the impsce was
so great that ths Tzimbria sunk and 454 passengers lost their lives.
Among them were meny Jews., (See "Questions and Answers" concerning

the reason for this catastrophs in Part Two of this collection)e

Januery 1 =- Together with my friend Jonah Jonas, David Black,

the Rev, Moses Aaron Schreiber and Mr. Markal, I was called to a
meeting of the leaders of the Young Men's Hebrew Association in
their meeting house on 42nd Street. We met to devise a plan to
open & reading house as a brench of thé organization in the lower
part of the city. I personally promised to give 40C books and to
pay for Hebrew periodicals which were published in Europe for =
period of one ysar. I alsc tried to bring in twenty five new
members. On the following May 24 tho brench opened at 244 East

s

Broadway and I fulfilled my promise.

April 7 == Z?raise for Peter Cooper, a Christian, for his

philanthropz].

April 24 -~ My desire to hear music, hoth vocal and . instrumen-
tal, aroused me to learn %o play the piano at the privete conserva=-
tory of Everhard /%/ on 42nd Street. After twelve lessons I saw
thaet I could not succeed for the days of my fingers' dexterity hed
elready passed, and they just could not produce nice sounds on the

pianoc. Therefore, I left this work for my son, the young Isaac
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(born on Simhat Torah, October 22, 1875), However, I did learn to
read musical notes a little so thaet I could understend how the
melody and the Biblical words fit together since Z%he melod¥7 wes
the first interpretstion pleced on /the texg7. I worked in this
becauss cantors sing the melcdies without trying to fit them into
the subject metter of the prayers, and most of the prayers sound
strange as they sing. This year I learned horseback riding.
Accompanied by a teacher and afterwards alone, I went riding meny
times in Centrel Park in New York on & special bridle path for horse=-
beck riding. I maintein that this physicel exercise is the best
thing for a man's heelth., I also rode in the Deckle Academy on

56th Street and in the Rink Acesdemy at 59th Street and 7th Avenue.

May 25 == Today the bridge which spans the river from New York
to Brooklyn /Brooklyn Bridgg/ was opened, and I was among those who
were permitted to cross the bridge for the first time. On the
second day an accident occured because there werse toc meny people
crossing. & beam which holds the steps snapped in the middle of the
bridge and meny were injured. The price for adults or children is

one cent, and they made the crossing free on June 1, 1891,

October 23 =~ On Thursday at 3:50 P.M. I travelled to the
Catskill Mountains, and I steyed et the White Mountain House Hotel.
On the following ionday, October 27 at 5:50 A.M. I arose early to
return te New York. At that time there were no Jewish hotels at
those pleces, but ten years latsr there was a Jewish hotel on almost

every mountein in the Catskills, and in particular at the city of
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Tuwrnersville. I went there during the summer and spent two weeks

to & month in Jacobson's /@/ Hotel,

1884 Jenuary 5 == Zﬁduard Lasker, German Jewish politician, died

suddenly in New Yorg7.

188 Jenusry == I learned to swim at "Gebhart Natatorium" and to
row on the Harlem River. I slso learned the sport of fencing., 1In
September and November of that yesr I learned the gams of billiards

with Hasser /?/. I hed o small billierd teble in my home %o play

with guests during a rest hour. Generally I pursued sports in order

to meke my body hezlthy.

1884 February 22 == Zﬁ. D. Eisenstein saw the funersl procession of

Captain G. V. DeLong and comrades who died in Siberia on wey to the

North Pole/,

1884 Mex Leopold Mergolis came to America in 1884 vith his father,
Rabbi Issac Ben Eliah Mergolis, the editor of "Sippure Yeshuran” in
1876, He was the prescher /rabbi/ in congregation "Zﬁnshg7 Kalvariye,"

New York and he died in New York October 1, 1887. Max, his son, was
born in 1866 in Meretz, government of Vilna, Poland, and studied in
the elsmentary school in the town of Liebnitz end Berlin. VWhen he
came to New York, he entered Columbia University and finished there
with his doctor of philosophy in 1891, He taught Semitic languages
there. He was appointed professor of Bible at the Haebrew Union
Celle go in Cincinneti, 1892=1897, after which he became professor

of Semitic languages and literature at the University of Celifornisa,
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1687=1506. He returnsd to Cincinneti as professor of Bible at the
Hebrew Union College, 1905-1907. Dr. Margolis and Dr. Casper Lewis ﬁ
rosigned from their positions at the Hebrew Union College, or more
correct they were forced to resign, because of their position on

the Zionist movement whick was not accepted by the Reform movement
at that time; eand Margolis was appointed instructor at the Dropsy s
Collage in Philadelphia, Dr. Mzrgolis was the editor-in-chief of
the ﬁew English translation of the Haebrew Bible for which ths
philanthropist, Jacob H., Schiff, geve more than $50,000. Dr. Mar=-
golis wrote articles in Hebrew and English and wrote a history of
the Jews in America (1927) in conjuéntion with Dr. 4£lexander lerx,

the chief librarien of the seminsry in New York.

July 3 == I travellsd to the White Mounteins in New Hampshire at
5:00 P.}. end returned to New York on July 7 at 11:00 P.M. While
I was there I went up Mt. Washington by mesns of the cog railwsy,
which is cealled "Jacob's Ladder," to a height of 6,279 fest and found
snow at its peek dwring the summer months. I was ths clouds below me
while the sun shone upon my head. At the summit of the mountain

there is a hotel,

July 12 == On the Sebbath I heard the sermon of the Reform
Rebbil Dr. Keufmen Kohler ét the Orthodox house of study Anshe Suvalki
at 80 Forsythe Street, New York, Rabbi Abrehem Joseph Acsh  raged
from the Bet HaMidrash HaCadol: "Should the ox which hes done the
damage be given permission by the one who claims demsges?" His ine

toent was thet the Orthodox are not obligated to permit a Reform
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rebbl who is outside like Dr. Kohler to preach in their synagoguece

fugust 10 == I heard and felt an sarthquake in my home at
43 bast Broadway at 2:06 P.M, It lasted for appreximately twenty
minutes. My sister fainted. The movement was felt in nins states
on the Atlantic sesbosrd, and there was much property damage but

no cesvaltiss,

August 28 == I went out on the ship Schuyler to fish in +the

sea, and I caught soms '

'sea bess." My residence with my femily
during the summer was at Long Breanch, New Jersey. MMy weight at
that time was 122 liters /EoundQZ, end my height was five feet
two inches. In 1910 my weight had goné up to 153 liters ZEound§7

and by 1929 was down to 130 liters /pounds/.

September 9 ~= My father travelled to South Africa living in
the eity of Kimborley in the center of the diamond fields. However,
he did not strike it rizh, and so he travsllad to Jerusalem and
livsd there approximetely ons half year and returned to New York on
the smz21l ship, Rotses /2/. 1In September, 1884 I want %o greet him
at Hoboksn which is near ocur city and brought him to my house.
/There wers constan§7 guarrcls between my father eand my mother,
This wss the reason that my fether laft his homs Zin Polan@7 and
went to Americs in 18885. Querrels also caused his parting again in
1375 after his return from California to us in New York in 1872,
hen he returnsd to us now for the third time after he lost his

monsy, he wantsed to tske part in cur business, and my mother was
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against 1t. I leaned to my father's sids, and my sister ZEEnna@]
lsaned to my mother's side; eand therzfors a serious diffsrsncs of
opinion occurred vetwesen me and my sister and my brother-in-law

v, 1

Nethen Roggin/. Ve dscided %o break our partnership. On Octobsr 3,

™

1884 1 sold my porbtion of my houss, 42 East Broadway, to my mother and
my brctherein-law, and I bought & house for mysel? at 57 Hast Broad-
way for $23,000. On January 5 it came into my possession and thers

16
I started my business in my own name. My fether went again %o
Seni Francisco and then to Chicego. He returnad to New York, and
then on April 25, 1888 he left on 2 Duteh ship for Jerusalsm and
settlad there. I helped him buy & houss for himsslf in the section
called Sukat Shalom. My mother was a women of valor and lsarned and
a woman of excellent qualitises, but she was an independsnt person,
and so was my father independent. He could not make himsslf surrender
to her will even a hair's breadth. Therefore, they could not agree
on anything in order to live in peacs with sach other. This disturbed
me greatly for I was forced to break my business partnsrship with my
mother and brethsr-ir~law, Afterwards, I hed my own business znd

then had othor partners but through them I lost much money. In 1899

L 1sft business entirely and began to work in literaturs. It is
possible that if I had suceceeded in my business, I would not have

begun to engage in literary pursuits and I see in this divine providence,

September == The committes which was foundsd to aid the Russian
immigrant headed by Henry Rice and Meysr S. Isascs has announced that
a govarnment law has besn passed to close our gates to immigrants

who have bsen sentencsd on criminel charges in their country of origin,
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those who heve laft prison, the poor who sustain themselves from

the general charity, snd all who have neither money nor knowledge

of a craft to meke & living, In particular the law states that
those who come at others' expense; +the old and the weak, the lame,
the simple and the derangsd =-- 2ll who would not be able %o succsed
in work and would be forced to push themsslves onto the community --
men like these will bs sent back at the expenss of the ship owners

who brought them here,

Novembsr 4 «= Grover Claveland was slected President of the
United Sntes, and /Thomas 4,7 Hendricks, Vice-President. I voted
for Cleveland even though he was a Demcerat znd I am 2 Republicane.
Generslly, I always folt fres in my politicel opinions, and I always
voted for the men whose opinions and gqualities ssemed right to me

regardless cf which party hs represented.

March 3 == At midnight I travelled to Weshington and slept that
night in the train's Pullman car. On the following dey I stood
across from President Cleveland and heard his inaugwal address at
the Capitol., And I saw the inside of the building, the %hite Houss,
Congressional Archives, several courts, and ths ¥ashington NMonument
which 1s 550 feet highe I climbed up ths steps. That same night
I returned to New York for I could not find a room in any hotel
because of the huge gathering which had coms there on that particu-

ler day, I arrived at home at 8:00 the nsxt morning,

July 23 == I travelled to Thousand Islands on the St, Lawrencs

River betwesn New York and Canada. At 9:15 P.M. I left the city
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by Pullman, arriving in Utica at 5:50 A.M. and in Clayton at 9:30 P.M,
I crossed the river by ship at 11:00 in the evening, and I stayed in
the Thousand Islands Hotels On the morrow I travelled by carraige to
see the sitses in the general vicinity of the islend, and I went horse=
hack riding. Also I rowed in a rowboat by myself approximmtely to

the Canadian border, and I spent the night in the hotel, Islznd Wave
Heusaes On July 25 at 6:00 P,M, I left ths island returning to Clayton
at 7:15 P.N., and from there by train to New York where I arrived on

July 25 at 8:00 in the morning,

July 28 == Sir loses Montifiore died in London., On October 28,
1884 he became 100 years old, and in order %o memorislize ths occasion
Jacob H. Schiff donated e lerge sum of money to found &nd erect a
home for the incurebly ill knowm as Montefiore House. In his will
read after his death in 1887 wealthy Julius Hellgarten left the insti-
tution the sum of $30,000 on ths condition that the houss should be
open to the nocn-Jewish sick as well., Tha dedication of the beautiful
new building on 139th Street neer the Boulevard took placs on

December 28, 1888,

In this year a most worthy visitor came to America. The Rev,
Dr. Hanok Yehudah (Alexander) Kohut was appointed rabbi at Congrega-
tion "Ahavat Amito Zﬁﬁhavat ﬁesed27 in New York. He took the placs
of the late Rev. Dr. Adolph Hiubsch., Dr. Eohut was born in Hungery
April 22, 1842 (see his history in Ozar Yisrael, Vol. IX, pp. 72=74).
He wes known in particular for his monumental work "Aruk HaShalem,"

a lifetime work which he completed in New York in 1889. The fifth
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volume was published through the philanthropy of Jacob He Schiff

who geve $5,000. Dr. Kohut was a magnificent preacher in German.

I heard his sermon in 1835 when he errived here, and I remember

that after an hour ons man took his wateh out of his pocket to show it
to the prescher as if to say that the time had come to finish. The
rabbi answered with a smile on his lips, "The watch is besutiful,

but the wateh's owner is out of line." Truthfully his sermon was too
long, but the messags was good and exciting. On 4pril 1, 1891 he
preached before the organization, "The Jews of Russia Tho Eafe Besn
Naturelized in Americe" founded by Dr. fAdolph M. / Radin, where he
szid that the purposs of the orgenization wes to arouse a love for
this land in =2 member's heart; but hé asked that they not forget

the Torsh which they brought with them from ecross the sea. He said
thet they should hold fast to Judaism in Americe which was founded

on two pillars =~ acts of loving kindness and prayer, but thet the
third pillar, the Torah, outweighs them hoth, and that Jews here

need to uphold ths pillar of ths Toreh.

March 20 == The Yiddish theatre was opensd in 1884 on 4th Strest

in the Tﬁ%ver@in Hall in New York with ths plsy, "Die Makshefah"

"The'Witch27. The sctors were so below standard thet the theatre
was opened anew on March 20, 1885 with a compeny of actors from
Rumania which Abraham Goldfadin sent. They presentsd his plays,

"Bar Kochba," "Shulamit,", and others. In 1887 Goldfaden came to New
York himself writing new pleye for the Yiddish theatre and editing
the newspaper, "Yudische Illustrirte Zeitung." In 1889 he returned

to Europs. He came back to New York again in 1893 and in his honor
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the pley, "Bar Kochba," was presented in the Grand Theatre, and the
actors presented him with $1,000, the proceeds from the play. He
was born in Constantine, Vilna on July 12, 1840 and died in New York
Januvery 9, 1906 (see his history in Pert Two of this collection)
/giso, The Jewish Comment, Vol. 14, Nov,1l, 1901 "The Father of the

Jewish Theater "/,

Adolph Sonnenthal, a wonderful actor on the Yiddish stegs, came
to New York in 1885, and I saw him in the theatre "Thalie" in the
pley, "The Daughter of lr. Febricius,” He was born in Budapest

December 28, 1832 and died in Pragus on Erev Pesah April 4, 1909,

Peter Wiernik, born in Vilna in 1865, came %o America in 1885,
He sottled in Chicago in 1887 and was the typs=-setter for the paper,

"Dar Judischer Courier,"

and after fivs years bacame ths editor of
this newspaper until 1896, Thon he came to New York and wrote
articles in English for the paper "/Judisches/ Tageblatt" which was
published by [i.H. Saresohn. From 1901 he was the editor of the
newsgaper "Der Morgen Journal," published by Jacob Sapperstein.

Wiernik wrote articles in the English Jewish press and was the

auvthor of "History of the Jews in Americe™ in English (New York, 1512),

Nehemish David Hoffmon from Noustadt, Poland (born in the city of
Kovno) was brought to Americaz in 1865 by Serasohn to help him in
editing the "Judische Gezetten" and "Tegeblatt." After sixz months
he returnsed 4o his country and wrote travels in Halagid in 188€¢,

In 1898 hs sattled in South Africa and wrote travel books, scholarly

books, and articles for newspapers. Hs died in Johannesburg, South



ifrice in August, 1528 in ths sevenby second yesr of his life.

-

Rev. DIr. Morris Wechsler came to Americs in 1885, IHa was

born in Hungery in 1849 and upcn srrival in New York he was appointed
rabbi of Congregation Brith Shalom, and afterwerds in Ohave Zedek

in the city of Yonkers in New Verk. He wss the sditor of "Der
Judische Presse™ which lster beceme "Der New Yorker /Judische/

17
oitung” in the years 1886-188¢. He was ths author of a book,

a3

"Veyidaber Moshe, " a book of hemiletical interpretations besed
on the numerical values of the letters of the Torah., In his news=

A

paper he told American Jews thst soap, olive oil, and all kinds of
foods are alrsady kosher =nd do not need to be koshered, but he
said thet if Christisns did Yosher thsm they would incresse their

Jewish customers, Hs received a double sslary for making this

ennouncement in the press. He published his newspaper in smell

(=0

quantities for distributicn among his advertisers with some 100
oxtre copies. Therefore, it is difficult %o find copiss of his
paper even in archives. Hs wes one of the founders of the Union
of Orthodox Kabbis in the United Statss and Canade with Dr. H.
Pereira Mendes and Dr. Bernard Drackman. When his action concern-
ing the prepasration of kashrut beceme public, he was chastised by
the press, particularly by Judah Botheiltar /?7, ths Chief Rabbi's
secrotary, in Ealvri in 1896 and in "American Hebrew." Then Dr.

Mendes end Drackman sepsrated from him. He died in New York

Februsry 23, 1916.
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In Hedagid, 1886, No. 9, keb Mosss Potkovsky, the president of
the Bet HaMidrash HaGadol on Korfolk Street in New York, anncunced
that they were seeking a cantor of excellent volce who knew the nigun
and vas 8 God-fearing and honoreble men. His ennuvel salsry would
be from §1,000 to $1,500 plus extres. In 1887 Israsl Wikaelovsky
was electad centor. He had been cantor in Paris at a salary of
$4,000 a year. In the following year Israel Cooper, who hed been
the cantor in Vilna, was selected to be cantor at Congregation
Anshe Kalveriyas in New York. The competition for the excellent cantors
in America began to incresss et thet time; and their salsry went up
and up until it was too much for congregations to pay and they were

forced to decresse the sslaries of the rabbis,

Merch 4 =~ I became a membsr of the Free Sons ZGf Isreel (?27,
the Shakespeere Lodge No. 750 at their hall on 23rd Street, and I
reached the first stege. On March 8 I reached the second stage and
on April 1 the third stage, having leasrned the secrets of wisdom from
a teacher., However, effter three years I left the orgenizetion for
I had no desire to weste my tims with this activity (see Bonim

Hafashim in Ozer Yisrasl Vol. 3, pp. 4=6).

July 22 == I travellsd to Saratoga Springs at 7:25 in the evening
and spent the night in Albeny, the capitol of the state of New York,
They were celebrating the bicentennial of the founding of the eity.
Prosident Clevelend wes there, and the Governor of New York, David
Hill, and the lMayor. I stood among the large crowd which had comse

to see the digniteries, and I shook the hand of the President and
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the digniteries, Friday at 7:00 A.M, I came to Serstogs and I found
8 place to stay in the Menser hotel "Osk Wood House." On Sunday I
returned to New York.

3
FATT TN
usest

October 12 =~ I became & membser in the "New Yorl Chess Club."
I wes in the club in vhich all the excellent playsrs played, and in
my home I, too, would play chess on the Sabbath and festivals in the
afternoon on those days on which I could not write, for playing
Zghes§7 is wisdom and not work (see the article Shah in Ozar Yisrael)e
I'saw'Williamﬁé;%gﬁitz in a8 chess game, and he died in New York

foret

October 12, 1900 at the age of sixty four.
Zﬁarthquake ir South, expecially charlsston, South Carolin@7.

Tealthy Joseph Blumenthal (died in New York March 2, 1900, sixby
seven years old) founded the theologicel seminery in New York in 1886
end chose Rebbi Sabato Morais as president. His assistent wes the
Rev. H, Pereire Msndes, professor of history studies. After the
death of Morais in 18¢7, Mendes took his plece, The Revs. Dr.

Bernard Draékman was the chairmen of the faculty. In 1890 there were
fourteen students and fiwe teachers. At the oubset they studied

ir the Sephardic congregation on 19th Street and afterwerds in the
Cocper Union Institute. In 1898 they bought a building at 738
Lexingtor Avenue and remeined there until the seminery was completely
renewed by Schechter in 18C1l. Among the studsnts who gradusted from
there were Josseph Hertz who wes called to serve in Syracuse and from

there was chosen rebbi in Johannesberg, South Africas. He then
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roturned to New York as rsbbi of Congregation Orek Haim in New York,
and finelly becawe Chief Rabbi in Londor (see my article The New

Seminary in Part Two of this collection).

1886 Octeber 28 =- On this dey the status of liberty was reaised in
New Yorkeeso I wss among the first who elimbed to the head of the
statue , and in 1928 I went up %o the he=d by +the passenger elevator

end another 200 steps to the torch...

fv 1887 Jenvary 18 == I lectursd in English before a large audience on
| _the poam, "Ths Veak Young Joseph) &t the Cooper Union Institute in
the Younger Speskers Department, On biarch 8 I lectured on "The
Teaching of Hemlet to the Players,” aﬁd on another dey "Apostrophe

18
to Liberty."

1887 /Three exanmples of articles appearing in EaMeliﬁ7.

1887 March 26 =-- Z@scar Strauss appcinted ambassador to Turkey.

Horry Ward Beecher uses it tc extoll the Jew§7.

1887 [Zelikowitz, Semiticist, translator, newspuper writer comss to
Americg7.

1887 /Eev Tolf Shorr, writer, comes to Americ%7.

1887 Octobar == Zﬁenver, Colorado has convention Ssventh Dey Adventist§7.

1887 September 16 -~ /Cantor Pinhas Minkovsky comes %o New Yorg7.

1887 /Baim Winchell was ceptor in New York then/.




1687 November 6 == I wzs elected vice-president of the Bet HaNidrash
haGadols I received sixzty nine votes to fifty seven for my opponsnt,

Reb Ezekial Schleng. Jorah Jonas was slected president., The congre=

gation officially thanked me for the constitution of the congregation

which I wrote in Engiish and Yiddish and for the ledger of finencial

acccunts and expenses of the congregation during the past year. I

also published regulations for the burial society, "Hesed Shel Emet."

1888 At ths Bet HalMidrash HeGedol I was eppointed chairmen of the
committes to collsct cherity for the needs of the poor dwring the
coming Passover. In previous years the membsrs of the committee had
set 2 small sum, ahout £30 a ysar, but- I publicized the charity and
sent requssts to members of the congregation and toc sevsral wedl thy
men who were nct membsrs. Closs to $1,000 was collectad for matzah,
wine and finencial aid for the worthy poor. All this was done in
& proper manner. 1 instructed that ever&one whose hand was outstretched
should receive five liters /gound§7 of metzeh without inguiry or gques=-
tioning, but for the distribution of finaneciel aid there would be an
investigation /of the nee@?l I published the method and procedures of
accounting the proceeds and expenses with e list of the contributors
in a pamphlet which was distributed among the members. This was a
greet help in the following years, and to this very day & special

committee collects close to $1,000 sach yeer...

1887 Zﬁabbi Nehemiah Mosesor, immigrant, arrives in Americe. Rebbi

in Philadephia/.

1833 /Zphreim Dienard, writer, comes to America/,

v -
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1888 March 12 == /Long deseription of the terrivle blizzard in New
ork in the wintsr of 188@7...1 remenber thet on thet day I mustered

up enough courage to cross the strest from my house on Eest Broadwey

(avove my plamcs of husiness), bub when I ceme

jo¥

to the middls of the

sursset I was forced to retroat with 211 my strength.

; 1883 April 24 == /dabbi He. Teréira lisndss opens the Congresg?.
% 1688 Congregation Bilkur Holim movss uphtorm in New Yo r_/
1888 Jung 3 == Zjéwish Tublication Society foundsd/,
1888 July =-- Zfaurence Oliphant, exponsunt of ssttling east of Jordan,

comos to Amorica/.

1888 Juns 25 -~ Rabbi Jecob Jessph, & rightsous tezcher in Vilna and

3

known also &s "Herif" arrivsd at dobokan on the ship Alair /7/ on
F

the Sabbath of Devarim in 1888, bus he did not dissmbark from the
19
ship. n Saturday night they took him in a carraige to Mayer's

Hotel ir Hoboksn, and on the morrow they brought him to New York.
Among thoss who cams %o greet and to honor him were Rabbi Joshua
Rothstsin aad ths wealthy Henry Zisk Z%], (end I 2lso was among them),
and the rest of the officsrs of the union of congrsgations which

brought him %o America to servs as the chisf rabbi., Vhen he was in
Hobecken Ssturday night he gave his first sermon and the subject of
the sermon was ths passage, "HJow graceful are yourfeet in sandels, O
queenly maideni™ (Song of Songs 7:10 On the following Sabbath he

preachsd in the Bet Helidrzsh HaGadol. Pecple &szemblad in such a

hugs e¢rowd (for he was an awesome and holy man in their ay9s) that
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the congrsgetion was forced to bring policemen:to aid thems PFeopls
wore standing decubls in the synegozue %o hesr him spssk. I wes there
as vice-prasident of the synagogue. Concerning his sermon, he did
not succeed fully in moving his hearers hore, even though in Vilna

he had preached so elogusntly to the congregation thet he had brought
tears to those who heard his voice speaking of eothiecs vhich flow
from & pure heart. Of courss, his language style used in his preaching
was Lithuanian, without any order and he mixed togedher a good bit of
nonsense with a littls subtle argumentation and points of Seripture,
I hurt the sars of the intelligent listeners who were accustomed to
preachors whose sermons wore delivared clsarly in purs English or
German, and therefors they didn't thiﬁk much of hime. They set his
salary at $2,500 a year plus the rent of a lovely apertment. They
were also forced to pay his financiel obligationms in Russia which
amounted to 5,000 rubles. The peoplz of his city had loened this
sun to him and hed a note on deposit, and meintained that it was

a2 humilietion and en insult %o the Torah that he should leave thse
city without paying his creditors, Ths officials of the united con-
gregations wesre obliged to fill the lack of funds by taking in pro=
ceeds from kosher meats. They attached slips on the windows of the
slaughter housss, and they put seals on slaughtered fowl. This
brought a2 storm from the women in the kitchens wh o did not want to
pay for an added cost of meat bscauss of the additional incoms of the
rabbi, The masses bezan to doubt if it was worthwhils to support a
chief rabbi if i% made meat more costly, 2zd vsry soon people began

to throw pointed remarks, to start rumors, and to cast suspicion on



hwim. Newpep ermen representing papsrs liks Dis Forwards end Die
Wahrheit unleashed thsir wrath upon him with an overabundence of
venom. They caused rumors about the personal lifs of the chief
rabbi and made him despised and troubled, The Union of Congregations
which was created for the needs of thes rabbi dishanded as the con-
gregations dropped out one by one and no longsr accepted his author-
ity. As they withdrew, thsir finencial svpport wes slso withdrawn
end his incoms dsereased stsadily. Poor and lowly was the tesk of
the chief rabbi in the heavenly spheres, and poor and bitter was
his lot on this earth. Finally he fell under the weight of his
troubles which had bsen building for two years, and he was saized
by apoplsxy which extinguished the wick of his life. Alone and
rejected he lay on his bed, and ths leaders of ths city refusad

%0 visit hime. Only his wife and family and & few other people were
in his room at the hour of his desth., He passad away on July 28,
1902, After his death all the congregations begen to give him the
honor which they had witheld during his life. A great multitude

of people in the tens of thousands cems to sse him lying on his
death bed and forty rabbis gathered at the cemetary. Iach one vied
with his colleague to give him a better sulogy. “The congregations
vied with each other, each one dssiring to bury ﬁim in its own
cemetary. Congrsgation Adath Isresl on Eldridge Street promised

to give his widow $1,000 on the spot and $10 a wesk all the rest

of her life. Congregation Bet HaMidrash He%adol was permitted to
bury him in their plot. This became a zood businsss venture for

immediately after this the family of Ketriel Zvi Ssraschn bought



for their father a burisl plot next to the chief rabbi and paid

$1,500 for it. The plots near the grawe of the chief rebbi becams
extremely valuable, Ths widow receivad the amount promissd for

several years, and then they stoppsd sending her ths monsy.

1888 July 28 ~= Zﬁhief Rabbi Jossrh spoke at mesting of the Hovave

;iog7.

1888 November § -= In the nstional clection 1 voted a second time
for President Clsveland, but the majority of the people did not
vote for him, and instesd General Harrison was elected to the Presi-
deney 1889-1893. After this Clsvelsnd was elected for & second
teorm for ths yesrs 1893-1887, For fhe‘gOVBrnor of the state of New

York I voted for Hugo Grant, the son of General Grant.

1888 Novamber 29 == ZThanksgiving Day explained and compared %o
Sukkot/,

1888 Zﬁahum Shekevitz, Yiddish and Hebrew write;?.

1888 September 14 -~ Zﬁax Goldsnson, & Jewish youth, hung in San

Francisco for murdeg?l

1888 November 20 == /fAdolphs Reich, Hungerian tailor, murdered his

V\rif97¢
1389 Zﬁhite Caps and Ku Klux Klen explaine§7.

188¢ Abrahem Solomon Froidus, the eminent bibliographer came %o

America in 1885, He was born in Rigs in 1867 and went to DParis in
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1886, He wrots articles in Haleliz from there. Vhen he errived

in New York, he wrote articles in Halvri and was & private teacher

in Hebrew, Lnglish, German, and French, In 1897 he wes appointed
librerian in the Jewish section of ths New York Publie Library, and
wes a constant help to many writers in finding scwrces for their
articles, particularly %o writsrs for the Jewish Incyclopedia and
Czer Yisrsel. He was completely devoted to his work, and constantly
aroused Hebrew writers to greater heights of Jewish literatwre.
Freidus was a bachelor and managed to live on a very smell salarye.
Once the directors of the library desired to increase his selary,

but he would not accept it, asking that instead they increase the
purchasing of sorely needed books in his department. He ssked the
philenthropist, Jacob E. Schiff, to make a bequest of £10,000 for

the purchese of new books. On May 1, 1917 he cslebrated his fiftieth
birthday, end the intellectuals of New York planned a banguet in his
honor at the home of Dr. George Alexander XKohut. TFreidus prepared

a clessgification system for HLsbrew booke at the library comprising
more than 500 sections (ses my articls "Bet Aked Sefarin” in Ozar
Yisreel, Vol, III, pp. 71-72). TFreidus died suddenly in Few York

on Shemini sfzeret, October 2, 1923, [E picture of those who attendsd
the celebration of Frsidus' fiftieth birthday whom Eisenstein
considered to beo the intsellsctusls of the city incliudes: Josasph
Abrahams, Dr. Maurice Fishberg, Hermen Bernstsin, Abrzham S. Shomar,
Albert . Friedenberg, 1. George Dobsevage, Philip Cowen, Henry J.
Kugsl, Petsr Wisrnik, Ruevsn Breinin, Dr. George Kohut, Dr, ¥, deSole

iwndes, Jo D. Zisensteln, Dr. Barneitt A. Elzag]
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2 celebration when they had the

unveiling of the tumultucus applause was heard from

the grest multitude which had gathered thsre. The Jows took a big

part in this cealebration, and the Chief Rabbi issued & proclametion

to our brothers, the children of lsresl, in the

Amarice.s. Zghe text of

tha messsgs and the proyer follows
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dows who hal slraedy setbled in fuwsrics. The arfticle continusd,
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lowest minimume It is slso a vain hope to thirk that one can es=rn

a living by peddling for thers are svven peddlers for svery ons buyer,

e

and This is & degrading business throughout fmsrica. The Jews from
Rvssia and Poland who already live in Zmerics have & sacrad obliga-
tion to irnfeorm their rslatives in Russie and Polund of these things

in order that they should know whet is before them, "And they should

szt up a stumbling bleek in their way." However, just

&)
73]

the socleby

]

wes not &ble to 21d the immigrants, so, too, it feilsd i

=
m
o
@
O
pate
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o,

others from coming in an even lergsr rultitude then hed coms hefore.
Somehow these people feolt in their heerts thet good weould somehow
come, and thet CGod would aid them so they did not ask for advice ond

would not accept it.

Jenuery == [ﬁarious speed records for circling the sarth, the

(=]

fastest being twenty three day§7.

Jenuery 6 =- Judge Philip Jacobson died in Now York ftoday...
tthen I set up the provisicns for the Union of Congregetions in
fmerice in 1888, I tuwrnsd o this Judge to give me legal advice on
the method of getting a divorce which would not be against the lews

of the state, and he answered me in a lstter on July 23, 1888...

Zietter attachei?.

Zﬁacob Gerdon, writer end founder of modern group like Kereites,

comes to Americg7.
July 13 -~ Zﬁleveland Confarenci].

7

/Dr. 2dolghe idadin, writer end editor, comss to fmerica/.



Decembsr & == /ilebrew Free Schools/.
Z?ook sellers in New YorE?.

Zﬁbraham Dovzewitz, writer, comss %o émerica].

/Yiddish periodicsls of the time/,

1890 /ﬁoritz Rosenthal, pianist, comes %o Americ§7.
1890 /ﬁew Phillip Klein becomes rsbbi of Anshe Hungaria/.
1690 /ﬁewish cherity hos: ital founded by Russe-Pelish Jews /.
{ﬁsgo July 10 == Z@éw York Club refuses -membership to Benjamin Piexotto

and Oscar Streus 7.

s

1880 August 6 =~ I travelled to St. Jchn, Canads accompanied by
Joseph Alexander, one of the Alexemder brothers who hed a large
furriture and eppliance business on Berry Street. His wife was a
relative of my wife's family., Or the way I saw Boston: the Bunker
Eill Monumsnt which is 294 steps to & height of 220 feet and Harvard
College. From there fwe trzvelled/ on the ship "Lewiston" /2/ %o
Rocklend and Mcunt Desert srriving at Bar Harbour on August 8 at
noon. ¥e rogistered at the "Green Centrsl"” Hotel. On August 11 we
returned from Bar Harbour or the ship, "inthrog?  Joseph Alexander
became seasic¢k. e landed at Esstport, disembarked for one hour,
retuned %o the ship to cross the Bay of Fundy, and arrived at St.
John, Caneda. The time difference from New York is thirty six

minutes (the difference in tims in lighting the Sebbeth cendles).
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We left St. John or August 13 by trein and crossed the border near
Vanceboro, and we came %o Bastgoort. From there we went %o Boston
Z&hera We stoppe§7 at the Boyden Hotel on Cambridge Street on
August 13. I visited the wer ship, the Webesh, and I sew the Hevy
yard. Ve returnsd by way of Albany to New York on August 15. Our

expenses together coms to $102,

November 2 == ¥%ith Fischel Levine and Asher and loses VWeinstein
I travelled tc the Carmel colony in the state of Wew Jersey and
stayed in the home of H, Lehrman. It was aerected as part of the
"Mizpeh" colopization. On July 24, 1851 I travelled with J. Frenkel
from the firm of Frenkel and dersky to.Camden, Few Jersey neer
Philadslphia and from there %o Egg Harbour and by carriage to Meys
Lending, New Jersey, and ws stayed in Narcross Hotel. There we met
the agent, Mr. Hums, and together we tresvelled by carria ge %o see
the land of Anna S. Coxey, which hs wanted tc sell to us near
Richland. From there we trevelled to Atlantic City. We left the
city on July 26 by way of Fhiladelphia, arriving in New York at 9:00
in the evenirg. On July 28, 1891 I travelled to Philadelphia with
a contract to buy 8,000 acres of lend for $52,000 for the society
which we had founded and hed celled "Migpah." The lawyer was
Walter H., Bacon. We sold a section of ome guarter of the land
Z@,DOO acre§] to ¥r. Hammelnikov, the head of another soclety asso-
ciated with Rothstein, Yelson, Mashnik, and Blumfisld for $2 en
acre for a total of §18,000. Meanwhile the Coxey woman's husband
brought a sult %o divorce her and refused to pormit her to sell the

land., The sale wss delayed three ysars and by thet time tho rush on
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this property had subsided end we lost §10,000 in the venture., Half
of the loss was mine /on the founding of the coleny, lizpsh, sse the

article, "Toldot HaKoloniut Bufmerika," in Part Two of this collectiog?.
November 24 == Zﬁhgust Belmont die@7.
December 3 -= ZEOpyright 1aW‘passeq7.

Januery 9 == Accompanied by Asher Yeinstein I travelled to
Florida. I left New York in the morning at 11:30 and errived in
Weshington 4:30 in the afternocon. I steysd at the Willard dotel.

I visited the Capitol and the Washington Monument. I left Veshing-
ton at 10:57 in the eovening, stopped in Richmond, Virginia, and on
Jenuery 12 at 5:50 arrived in Charkston, South Caroline, staying at
the Hotsl Charleston. I saw the coast and the stetue of William
Pitt. I left the city at 2:55 P.M. arriving in Savanneh in the
morning a2t 7:22 and s*ayed &t the DeSoto Hotel., I saw the "Vande-
vonter" cemetery which is about four miles from the city. Savennah
is 8 besutiful eity with small parks throughout. I left Sevannah
&t 7:00 P.ks end arrived in Jacksonville, [ﬁloridg7 on Januery 14,
staying at the New Kussel Lotel. I wanted to take & ship to Havana,
Cuba which is a distance of seventy miles, but my travelling companion,
Asher Weinstein, had becoms seasick when we travelled orn the ship
Alcuette Z@o Key ﬁest7 and therefcore did not want to travel by sea
eny further. So we returned to Port Tempe or the same small ship
Zilouettq7 from Key "sst on Januery 19. I rowed in a rowboat and
swam in thes Bey of Tampe in the middle of winter for it is like

summer in the state of Florida., I left Tampa on January 20 and
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returned to Jeeksonvills arriving et 7:00 L., on Jenvary 21. From

i

there we took a %reain which had sevan connects? cars including a
dining car, a slesper, and a glass covered car for sightsseing. Ve
resurned to Sevannah and from thare tc New York. I errived a%t my

homs on Friday, Janusry 23 in the morning. “sher Veinstein cams from

isrssl and becams wezlthy in r

&)

£l esbtate, but when the land boom
receded he lost a grsat dszl of monsy. On a trip from here to
Burops he threw himself in ths sea committing suicide in 1899, even
though he left his inheritors $160,000. Eis son, Moses Weinstsin,
zlso became wealthy, and at his desth in 1927 he leoft some %200,000

designating $10,00C to foundations in Jerusalem.

1891 March 13 w= Zﬁbseph Barondess, labor lesder and Jionist, and

1801 April 28 -~ T wmoved wmv residence uptown to Zast 9%rd near Fifth
frenue. At that tims many Jews were moving their rasidsnces from
the lover Zgés§7 side of ths city to Yorkvilis and Herlem. Sc &
new poriod in the lifes of the Jews in ¥ew York wes taking plece for
ths Russo=Polish Jews began %o mix with ths Jews from Gormeny and

the native Jdews,

1851 Merch 1 == The Christien minister, ™illiam Rlackston, hes
written a petition to Prisident Harriscn in “ashinghton and meny well
known men of Lhicsgo, 2oston, Fhiladelphia, Baltimore, New York, and
Veshington have signed their namas to it. The petition regussts the

celling of an osssmbly of bths heads of stete in FTurops to revurn
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tc thelr possasssion which wes theirs from of cold,

bt

Vot one Clhristian

only the Roform Jew, Dr. Solomon Schindier.

In khis ssrmon deliversd on kMarch 15 befors Congrougetion Adath Israel

in Boston he suid thet he did not believs in the return te 7Zion and
in the coming of ths isssizh. "There is nobt roor eacugh in Poles’ine
for 5,000,000 Jaws for the lard is not fertile and will not produce
sufficiently. The whole mtter will be detrimentel %o us becausa the
Gentiles of all nations can tell the Jows: '(o from us and rsturn
to the land of Israsl'" This was the general Refcrm attitude at this
time. He also mede soms disparaging roewarks about ths Russian Jews,
saying that they hevs a low intelligencs, that they zro indolsnt, and

thet they refuse %o de & men's work. It was for this reascrn thet the

Czar hed given them work in the field and ths vineyzrd. In offsct
he ZLchl gevs sanction to the oppreessivs dscreas of the Czar.

however, nis words are bub wind snd will come to no avail,

0
L

Meyroh 14 -= /Prizl of

(RN

eleven Mafie henchmeon who mudsrad New

Orlsans Chief of Pol ca/

/Ore Gotthard Deutsch bscomes profassor at Debrow Unlcn “Ollaég/.

. ~ P . : 7
ZGéntral Confsrenss of Americsn Rebbis ~= cremeiion 1lssus/.

[Ebsaph Sossnitz, writer, lectursr &t Zducational =llisnrs

7

cume to Americ%/.

Zﬂbraham Rossnberg, vwritar and edibor, came to Amsrica Suceass
of his sons, stheir invermerriege, and how thoy left thelr fether alone
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1891 Lne dungzrlans of the Z8d nalidrash Heludcel on 1ilss Street in

New York decided te sell biecksts of =ntranse %o Hhelr prayer service

h it Is fornidden to carry

ould open ths lapsl and show the slip to ths usher.

18561 Oc tiober == For several yeers on Yom Eippur whe ispudent end
filed among our people have held 2 banguet snd a Simheh with

dancing which they eall "ow Kippur Z2ll."” Thav issue pamphlets

[

opinions and to revils and hlacpheme She fzith of Isrssl,
resl arvogance thsy maintain that they ars reslly fulfilling the
words of the Kishneh that Isrsel had festivals only on the fiftssnth

o

of Av and on Yon Kippur on vhich davs the daughbers of Isreel went
EN & b .

out and d=nesd in the vinsvards. So why do thsy not moks & faesh

lixe this also on %he fiftssnth of vt I clready discussad +his in
Ozar Yisreel =nd Usar Dinin uliinhegzim. The dances wsre hsld only

on the fiftesnth of Av, whsrsas white clothss wsre wora on Yom

L 2

{ippur with no dancing, 3ub whe
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renca to them is the resl

mezning of' the kishnah? Lo they kasp sven one law which is writte
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11 thay wish %o do 1s to blasphems Sheir

B
e
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zion and to amger the faithful. In “hiledelphias whers they
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actad with such wantonness they were brought befors a judge who

o

locked them in prison for thirty deys on the charge that they dis-

turbed ths psace of a Jawish nsighborhood. £11 of this they brought
7ith them from Hussia, = land overflowing with nihilism emong the
youth in those days. However, 1ittle by 1ittle this perversensss
laft them as they felt the free spirit of Americs and their feith-
lessussshubsided. When they »egan to work and prosper, their hearts
turned and they Joined congregations, became leaders, presidents, and

officers of +The synezgogues, schools and ysshivot,

1891 Zgolomon Bloomgarden (Yehoash), poet, translator of the Bible,

comes Lo Americg?.

1852 The Americs Jewish Historical Society was founded in 1892, They
hold srn annual mesting where members of the society rsad papers on
pertinent Jewish matters in *the United Stetes. Ths important arti-
cles are published yearly. These publicaticns numbered thirty ons in
1929, They coﬁtain e greszt deal of meteriaml for Jewlish history in
the United Statss and Camnada, and in Central and South America. As
& member, I read three papers before the Society, and two wers pub-
lished: "The First Congregation of the Russo-Polish Jews in America,”
(Vol. IX) end "Responsa in Jewish Literature Relating 4o Jews in
smerica," (Vol. VII)s The membership is some 300 in fmerica plus

thoss in other countriss,

1892 /Haphtali Ember, poet and suthor of "Hatikvah" comes to America/.
1892 /The Gemilut Hasadim is founded/.
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1893

—

/ber501 Rogenzwaig was editor of HaIvri/.
July 6 -= Zﬁew York Conference of Can’sral Conferencs of Lmsrican
Rebbis/,

Wiss snd the Lol Nidrs/,

Enelow and Nethar Xrauss ceme to

darch & --ZUoseph Mizrachi shoots rabbi end escapeg/.

/Sermons on celebration of 400 years since Colivmbus discoversd

Americ%7.

July == /Hovava Zion issues statement refuting that only Esrogs

. 7
from Palestins be bought/,
Amaric%7.

Adelphe Stocher, German anti=Semite, comss to

November 1 == ZTelephone line from New York to Chicago fin

}.Ja
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/3imon ¥olf asks Congress to issus & medalion honorin

u Pyi
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Salomon/.
Zbonditions of Persien Jews mads knowg/.

In the menth of April I %ravelled on buginess matbers to many

cibiss

[

of the United States as fer sg Omeshe, Mebraska. 1 stopped in
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Des loines, Xensas City, St. Paul, Milwaukcs, Chicago (Palmer House

Hotel) and from there to New York on May 7. The trip took a month.

Z@erm&n Jaw who hatss Best Buropsan Jews appointsd by Cleveland

a&s advisor on Jewish immigratiog7.
ZEaim Vidrovitz [E/, Chassidic rabbi, comes to Americg7.
[Eaim Hirschensohn, rabbi, comes to Americg?.
4

The organizetion Shomre Shadvat wes founded in New York in
1894 by David Piza, the president. He is a wealthy man who inheri-
ted millions of dollars. (Ee died in New York February 25,.1910
at the age of eighty ome)... The aim Qf the organization wes %o
arouse employers in business and manufacturing to kesp the Sabbath
day; to bring together employers and employecs who kesp the Sabbath;
%0 erouse women not to buy on the Sebbath day end storskeepers, the
ma jority of whom are Jews, not to open thcir stores on the Sabbath;
%0 snnounce the location of the organization, Shomre Shabay, in ths
Newspcgars with the request that all who sesk employment except for
Seturdey and all stors ownsrs who have an opening for workers should
go to the organization so that employer and employes can get together.
The organization wishes to widen its activities through branches in
other citises. Anyons can bscome a member of the orgenization, Shomrs
Shabat, and he is not regquired to pay dues, except as he is prompted
out of the charity of his hsart., This orgenization is s%ill in
oxistence (1929) with an office building or l4th Street in New York,

but 1t has only a smsll function. It is hoped that werkers will
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o

begin to rest two days a week, on the S=bbabth day and on Sunday.
Christisns who rest on the Seventh dsy (Seventh Devw idventists)

wevs grovm in number. They publish books and speclel nawspaper

-

articles asking for a return from Sunday tc the Seventh day as the

special dey to rest as written in the Loly Seripturss.

1854 /&aﬁ a8l Council of Jawish Women foundeg/.

894 Joseph EKrauskopf sends letter to Kussis in nams of S'nai B'rith/.
1 p p f
1854 Zﬁnti-@emitic stirrings in Ruscis ovsr the dsath of Alexander Ilﬁl

1694 /Building in Yew York falis, twelve Jews killed/.

1694 Zﬁéth&n Strevs asked to run for mayor of Few York, refusei?.
1834 _ﬁGreenhorns" from Russia described/.

1835 [6r. Simon Brainin comes to Americg7.

1836 ZEVl kasliensky, preescher, comses b merica/,

1995 JJscob He Schiff donatsd for city corks/,

s}

1835 Octob The tellectuaels of

40
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the city of Wew Yeork

et the homs of Dr. Adolphs I, Radin znd formsd the organization
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The purpose of the orgs

study of Hebrew and Semitic lenguzgs I% was decidsd to erect &
leinguagasg

hold msetings
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regularly before o gathering of the merbers on these matbters. The

westing will bBe held on the first Vednssdey of each month sxcept

for the three menths of the swwmsre The officers wers: fresidsnt,
Serman Rosenthal, Vies-Presidsndy, Dr. Simon 3rernexn, Treaswrer, Je Do
tisenstein, and Ssoretary, 4. H. Rosenkerg., The following wear Dr.

Rodin and Dr. Telmi wers slected, Or Decewbar 15, 1858 I delivered an
20
address bsfore the members on the subject, "Miggo" ... The organi-

zation issued ssveral publications during the years it was established
which were put in the "Ner HeMasravi." Tho orgenization was refounded
on December 3, 1899, and the meeting was held at the rabbinical

seminary, 736 Lexington Avenuwe., The ofllceru veras President, Herman

Rosenthal, Vice-President, J. D, Eisenstein, Treszsurer, V. H. dage

3

liensky, and Sscretery, P.H. Torrberg.

’-'\ 0 J, .
November == /Ahluerds, ite comes So fmerice

(\‘.\

June 18 -~ / eLu*llc . Convention opened by rebbi with praye 57.

/Isssc Tlchenaxn

Octover § -- /Twenty five vesr calsbraticn of Chicage fiqg7.

May 2 = /I uls Schnah
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the country of their “irth, The gquestion imwediatsly has arissn

whether the Jews of Russis end Polsnd must alsoe know Russisn or

Folish or is it encugh for them to know hew to read =nd write Hebrew

or Yiddish, the languzags which is spoken among theme Izny erronscus=

ly meintain that Viddish is a jargon languegs end nct pure, but after

much erguancnteticn they agresd that Jows could fulfill the require=

3

ment 1" they can re2d end write Hebrew or T

iddish.

The law to diminish ths nurber of immigrants in the United State
hes not stopped the immigretion ot Jews who are being forcesd out of
Lastern Burope. The German Jews in Americe have established many

a2tiong and hove stretched forth their hand to

}Ju
S
[

e

gensral cherity organ

the needy with all of their power,., Howevar, thsy have not been able

-

to sustaln them sufficiently, and the pgeneral newspepérs have issued

& plea for help asking for charity even from Christiense. They claim
thet Russo=Pclish Jews have alresdy emptisd the tressury of Jewish
charity, ani they no lengsr have rescurces to give aid to the hun-
thousands who are turning to them. This proncuncement
fell into the hands of & Congressmen in VWeshington who hes cleimed,

"If the leaders of the Jewish chariteble crganizations announse

o

het the Jewish imrigrent lives on cherity, then thsy are 'paupers,®

and according to Tthe law it is forbidden for them to enter into the

United States. We should close She gatss of the lend before them,”

Becauso the German Jews were not cereful with their statsments, they

have given an operning to thoss who hate us. They had nc nesd to
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1897

1898

turn to Christians for eid.

November 1 =~ Jlierry George, econcmist, rumnning for mayor of

New York dies suddenlx7.
ZZionist Federetion of United States foundad?.

December 18 =~ On this dey the "Kollel fmsricz Tiferot Teru=
shalayin" received its charter from the state of New York to collect
charity in the United Stetes and Cenada for the poor of the land of
Isreel. Rebbi Moses Zvi Hackstein, the rabbi of Congregetion Zike-
ron Torat oshe, Hast Broadway, New York, began the work of the
Kollel in Jﬁne 1897. oney hoxss (Rabbi Meyer Baal HalNes ) wefe set
out, and during 1887 they sent $541 to Jerusalem. In 1898 they sent
$1,280, irn 1899 $1,320 and in 1900 #1,906. Ia ths month of Adar,

1597 I was elected prssident of the Kollel and I published an ennuel
record of the receipts and the dispersements of the society. I

set up the accouﬁts‘of the first three years with an introduction

to each account. I &lso wrote a constitubion in Hebrew, Yiddish,

and English, the three of which were published in 1898, Through

my efforts the Kollel received its charter ffom the stabe of New York. e
Zg'long description of the Kollel and charity in the land of Israel

in genaral7.
July 25 == /Edwin Tellece, American Consul in Jeruselom, speaks/.

Zﬁurkish Jews not allowed to zo to Palestine; letter %o J. D.

Eisenstein from State Department on situation in Turkez7.
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/Spenish - American Ver and Jews' role/.
June 30 == /Rabbi Jacobs of Sen Francisco opens Senat§7.
Lugust 11 -~ Zbr. Jossph H. Hertz poes to Johannasberg7.

.

Oscar Streus agein enpointsed Inited Statss Ambassador to
& ¥r

Turkeﬂ.

January 1 == Zf}se Sons of Isrzel celebretes fiftieth birthdai7.

ZRabbi Gustoff Hausmen of Grand HRapids opens Houss of Represen=

tative§72
March 1 == Zibrd Hershel died suddenly in Wﬁshingtog/.

/ J. D, Bisenstein te es his first lorg trip to Palestine,

April 6 == July 30; leng analysis of the cherity work there, espe-

cially Kollel Americ§7.
April 2 == Z@Ecar Straus sees the Sultgg7.
Ney 10 == /Clare deHirsch eulogized at Educational Alliance/.

/Boxing and wrestling becoming important sports. Jews enjoy

it as spectators and pertieipsnts. Benny Leonsrd/.

The Centrel Conference of American Rebbis in Philadelphisa
decided that a bridegroom should not szy to his bride, "Be thou
corsecrated unto me according to the faith of Moses and Isrzel,"
but rether, "eccording to ths faith of God." They do not belisve

that the faith of Mosss is a Godly faithe. ¥"hat then 1s the faith
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of God? Fave they gone up to the heavens ard come back vith the
secrest of the Lord, snd has He told them what 1s His religion?
Revisions like these from stupid rebbis, from ignorant comnoners

are a joke in the eyes of mankind. They heve nc meaning for we have
never heard eny bridegroom change the traditicn, "Be thou consecreted
unto me." They have made suck changes that they marry a woman withe

cut hupah or kiddushin and "Be thou consecratsd unto me™ is now chang=-

ed.

July 4 =~ /Indspendsnce Day celstration/.

Zﬁﬁrst Anniversary of Hawailan Islands becoming United States
territorz7.

Zgérasohn collscts money for Alfred Dreyfu§7.

July 8 --[gfatue honoring Heinrich Heiné7.

July 21 == Zgobert Engersoll, lawyer and lectursr, diq§7.

Zﬁérael Zengwell comes %o Amsricé7.

Zﬁﬁtacks on Jews in Brooklyn/.

Z@éddlars and Helpless Protective Association in Chicago
founded/.

October 192 == I trevelled to Puerto Rico on the ship, Panze /?/,
on its maiden voyage from New York to San Jusn, Puerto Rico. Vhen
we approached the coast of Savannah, Ceorgia the ship's rudder broke,

and we were in danger of smashing egains®t the rocks nesr the shors,
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The captain snncunced that we wsre in danger. Twelve howrs leter
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a ship came to save us an

e disambarked there and steyasd in ths DeSeclo Hotsl three deys

o Pusrto Ricoe. Pueritc Riczo

o+

until another ship cams to teke us
was under the government of Spain but cane under the United Sitates
after the signing of ths peace trealy on December 10, 1888. The
irhebitants of the islend were happy to see the American flag
fluttering on the palacs znd on the governmont buildings in San

Juen, for they had bepun to live a new life under the United States.
Their econcmic and spiritual conditions havs improved greatly and the

igland hes become the trade conter among % islands of the Waest

E
w

Indies. Ths island is near the eighteenth parallel and ths color

- I

of the heavens hers is bright =e the splendor of the firmament. 4t

[

set the wholo western horizor is bright es fire and is sprayed
Br &y

£
o

with different colors. Sen Juan reshs on a mountain and czn be sceen

*"3

i3

from afe

as her high and lofty towars, green tress, and multi-coleored
flowers cover the mountairside. I retwrned cn ths ship "Sen Juen"

to New York on November 24, 1899 (concerning the ship's eccidernt

ssc the New York Herzld, Octobsr 20, 13%8).

/Ceusug of Jews in each stets of tho Unicn; Hebrew and Tiddich

periodieds 1isted and discusse:7.

Harch 2 == Zﬁébbi Isacc Rabinowitz dies leaving family permiless,

Fund starts@7.

. ) . , . 3 s I L 7
larah ow Zﬁaetln“ to get &id for Jewe 1n couth Russia,/.
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April 28 - Zjoﬂoo molland aeppointsd complrolier of Tuerto Ricc/.

- s o~ i N -7
Zzenry slter, robbi, comes so lmerica/.
lerch 8 == I lectured at the meating of the organizetion "Uhals

Shem" &t ths rabbinical seminery, 738 Laxington “wenus in New York.

I spoke on the topic of the Philligine Islands Jolning the governnent
£ k e £

g

of the United Stotas and the relatiocnship of the cltizens on those

(I]

islands to American citizens...

dJung 23 ==~ ZTill am Steinetz, famous clown, dies/.

[N

m .

he wife of Taniel S, Cohen in MNew Yorkx was buried in the

o

cemetary of the Sephardic congrsgation "Sheerith Isresl™ in 1900

<

“hen her husbend died the following
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bought a family

. )

sorial plot and they bwied their father there. Tuey ventad

re~inter their mother from her grave to tha cido of thelr Pfather

n ths femlily

2lot

J=te

ernounczd thot Sheir forsfatlers

o

while yet alive bad wanted %o buy a burial plot for the anthirs

whet @1l of them might rect btegethor aftsr death.
Therefore, they inteonded to re-inter her at the time that the sons
buried their mnother when they succceded in buying bhelr burial

plote The cemetery of Congregetion Sheerith Isrsel had only one
grave space left near their mother, and there would bse no spacs

lafts for the sons. Dr. . Pereirs Msndas refused to give permission

G0 taks The woman from hsr grevs., Hs maintainad that it vwes agel nab
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vowlsh law, reo=intsrmant is rermittaed. vhen ths cou-
grogation callied wers Dr, kendes, Dr. Louls Ginshsrg, Dr. Solomon

‘dlsr end the Rav. Dre Mosss Gestar from Londom. Al1 $ssbified

that acccerding to the lew of Isreel re-ianfherment is forbiddens The
expsrtc on the sidz of ths Cchen sstate wers %ths Neve Dr. Taufmenn
Honhler, the Heve Dr. . de 3Scla from Sge Louls, *ho Rev. P. Qudolph
Pleut from Frankfurb=on~the~lizin, the Rev. Dr, Szmuel Sels, and ths
author Je Ds Lizensteln from New Yorl, The first msntioned testified
eccording %o the Reform position, and I brought sxamples from the

Talmud and ths Commcnberiss showing that with the conditions sed

)

a

by the Cohen estutve that they would bury their mother and their father,

re=intaruent 1s permissable also to Urthodox Jaws. ALl the evideucse

we.s brought Sefors ths judges, and the Supreme Court of New York
herdsd down a verdiet 11 favor of permitting the re-interment. This

decision was published in 2 spscial report, snd I slso wrobs about

1% in the English paper, "Reforp Advocate published in Chisupo.
I - -7
Saptember B -- Zgne balveston food/.

Novsmber 4 -= Zrmm igrants noet allowed to asnbter, so lssders of

world Jewry mest in ZFreslau/,
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Zfr. Solomon lkerdaslkern comes to America/.

fmong %ha bookseilars in New York in 1901 were Reb Haim Sokol=-
sky /ﬁ/ et 63 Davison Street and at his death his son=inelaw, Fischel
Lsvine, inherited his business. Levins joined with M. Reossnbaum,
After Levine opensd his dusiness in Altoona, FPenusylvania, Rosen=
baun went into partnership wibth Reb Joseph Arieh Verbolowskye In

their

1201 fowr bookssllsrs unitsd and these arc
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Leib Werbolowsky, Hirsch Duggan and his son Z@7, Judeh Katznslbhogen,
and Melr Chimsky. They opened = lergs store at 124-128 Leonsrd Streed
in Brooklyn by the nama, "Hebrew Publisiing Company." After the

[

dseth of Reb Josoph Arieh Lisbh in Zroocklyn on Juns 11, 1912, his son,
T

Devid Verbslowsky, took his place in the business. David Verbolow=

cky was born June 3, 1878 in Prussia, and his father brought him to
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studied at & trade hich school. 1n 18386

fo’.
helped his father in the Mook steors whish he had with Rosenbhauine

In 1901 he was amorg the founders of the "Hebrew Publishing Company.
After the death of his partner, Hztznelbozen, he bought out Duggan.

tiei~ Chinsky founded & firm for himself., Now Warbeclowsiy was the

sols owner of ths firm, He pu

o

lished books of great valus liiks

/Isasc/ Leessr's Bible in Fnglishg

ot
@

he Dible in Yiddish; +ths Jewish

history of Grae%z in snglish with ~n additionsl volums on the history

cf the Jews in lstber times by Dr. ligx Raising the dieticnarios

of flsiapder Herkovy; my sncyclopedics; & Haggaedah of Pasiover

with an English and = Yiddish translation; and many more. “erbolowsiy
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was activs in zomnunlly a
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bosha™ and from 1327 was ths oresident. He wss on ths bhoord of

Cu
Hc
L1

sctors of the retional school in 2rooklyn and he took pert in
Tr . . I . - hd : - . 13 w .
the Zionist Organization and %the Jewish Foundation Mund. In his

. . - . i . . s
business, 632 Broadway, New fork, he hos the newas® mechines and

(S

pressas, linotype to set the rows, and menctype to set the letlers.

He has pnblished mors beoks and articles than any other publisher

in the United States. The supsrvisor and sditor of thz »ublishin
P 3

house is lir, Ioses Alprowitz

Januery 1 =- /MCarmel™ Society opens stors to sell wine from the

land of Israel/.

/The orgznization "Adath ILsrael" was formed. Its aim was b0

E, :

unibs the various slsments of the religious Jewish comnunity of

Vew ¥ orlg/.

/Living conditions of new immigram‘:s/.

le)

/ﬁw. Solomon Schechter bscomes president of the Jewish Theolo=

pical Saminarz].

December 3 ==~ /Jdecob E. Schiff gives $100,000 to Jewish Thsolo-

.

gical Seminary. Lewisohn and Guggsnhoim give $60,000 sach/.

. . s s T
vyrus £dler and his meny activities/.
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to the Hagug].

1902 Moy 25 == [G_eneral Zionists mest in Bosto].

1902 /Een Zion Eisenstadt, author, comes tc America/.

1902 July 20 == /Chief Rabbi Jecob Joseph dies. See above, 1888,
June 25/.

1902 September 25 -= ﬂew York butchers raise prices/.

1903 April 3 -- /Joses Reicharson, Hebrew grammarien, diss/.

1903 [5:'. 4Llexender liarks becomes profsssor at Jewish Theological
Seminar,z?.

1502 Februgry 18 == ZE—r. ipses lieilziner, professor, die].

1903 April 19 -- ZP'ogroms in Russia/.

1903 Jung 15 == [‘I‘_heodora Roosevalt sends commuingue to Czar to stop

persecution of the Jewg.

1903 August 31 -~ [5hristian youth converts because of intermarriege

of his parents/.

1903 /Jacob Vilowski becomes Chief Rebbi of Chicago/s

1903 Z:I_osaph Zoff, Zionist, comss to America/,

1903 July 27 == Zﬁew laws in New York City affect peddlers/,
1903 Zﬁr. Simon Flexner becomss director of Rockefeller Medical

Founda\':ioz_17.
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/Jecob H, Schiff gives $80,000 for Semitics Museum at Hﬁrvar%7.
/Jewish population in America 1,418,813/,

Janvary 6 =- Michael Rodkinscn, who published translations of
portions of the Talmud in Znglish, disd., He was born in Poland in
1845 and there %he family name was Fromkine. When they fled the country
they changed their name to Rodkinson. s published the paper "Bagol"
in Konigsburg and many complained that he opened the door for criti-
cism and that he aided the anti~Semite Rohling to find material
which could be used against the people of Israel Tor he Zﬁodkinsog7
trenslated statements from the Tslmud which may sasily be interpreted
to do damage. V"hen he came to New York in 1885, his Buropean deads
wore not mads publie, and many became close to hime I also mistaksnly
became close to him. He began to renew the publication "HaXol" and
aftorwards "HaSanegor" and I wrote articles in it at his request.

He began to publish portions of thes Tdmud starting with tractate

Rosh HaShanah which a Reform rabbi translatsd into English, and
shortened vsrsions of other tractates which he himself translated
into English, This shorte2ned version is not a great work nor an
erudite study as I have shown in a bitter eritique which appeared in
"Nor HaMaaravi." Rodkinson did not understand the English language,
and he hired Hebrew students who studied in high school. He trans-
latad the Talmud for them into Yiddish, and they then did the
translation into English. After they had done a certain amcunt, hs
would maintain that they had not done the translation properly, and

would no% pay them their salary. They would leave him, sad he would
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1504

1504

15C4

1904

1504

1804

1904

1904

hire other boys 1in thair place and then did exactly the sams thing

that he had done in the first cass., In this way h3s completed seovaral
tractates without paying a thing for the translation. It is easy *to
undorstand why the work d4id not attain a high lsvel -- it was dous
by young substitute translators and Rodkinson, himself, did not
understand the simple meaning of the Gamorrah so that in his trans-
lation it is impossible to understand the contents of the mabterial,

his is a profanatior against the lsarnsd Gentiles who have bought

e

the Rodkinson Tdmud, thirking that this is a trus translation of the

n

Talmud. Now they ask, "Is this the wisdom and tsaching of the

Talmudists?" It is understendabls why ons fsels shame and anger.
Jenuery 27 ~-= /Russo = Japanass Vcor/,
April 30 —- Zzérge fair in St. Loui§7.
Jarch 22 -- fCantors in Wew York honor Jeantor Solomon Sulzer/.
llay 30 == Zﬁﬁdge lioyor S. Isaces diss/.
July == thanhattan Rifles" -- Jewish vduntesr reserve legiqg7.

July 15 -= Z@ns thousand killed in panic on Dast River gdeasure bo;£7.

July 3 ~- /Thoodors Herzl dias/.

Z?an Waldorf Astor, son of John Jacob Astor, goes to England,

Astor and anti-Semitism/.

September 9 == Samuel Hirsch Raunheim died. He was born in

Frankfurt-on-the=Main in 1838 =nd studied in the University of
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Fzidelberg and Fresiberz. In 1875 h2 ceme to Americe and with nis
)

brothers=-in~law, Leonard and Adoliphe Levirson, founded 2 gold proe-

pecting company 1
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Nz fexico. They becams very worlthy, From 1891 hs lived in Vew

maeried ths daugiber of my sister (Mrs. Roggin) in 1899. I wrots
o " \ &8 /
the history of his fother ir the "Jewish Comment™ which was published

tc the article.

3

H
[v]

2

in Paltimore, but I did not siga my
-

/Foles in Chicago put ban cn Jews /.

Yiarch -- Zﬁér&el Zangwill goes to London after speaking for
Ugande proposal/.
April 22 ==~ Zﬁéws comes of Jews killed in Fnstern Zurocpe/.
June -~ /Russia wants United Statss to intervens in Japansse Tar/,

Z?%lville Dewey shows anti~Semitism in his clubs in New York7.

August & == Z?fominent Jews go to Russisn ambassador bto ask

Russia to lighten plight of %he Jew§7.
October 17 -~ /Situztion of Jews in Russia/,

November 1 == ZTfish and Itelian workers stons Orthodox Jews

praying Tashlich at Bas% Rin£7.

Tovembor 30 == Z@elebratiom of 250 years of Jewish settlement

in America/.



1906

1906

1908

1907

1907

1807

1908

1908

January 16 -~ /dartford, Connecticut rerchants pressursd inbo

closing on Sabbath and opening on Sundax7.
April 18 w== Zgén Francisco earthquakg7.
Zﬁébbi Moses Margoliot chosen rabbi at Congregation "Jeshuran27.
Jine 14 = 16 ==~ Zﬁussian pogrom, governmsnb sponsoreé7.

June 22 -~ /Simon Volf and others get Roosevelt to issus pro-

clametion against Russian pogroms/e
November 30 == fhanksgiving end Sukkob comparq§7.
June 19 == /Abraham Shesrkenski, Yiddish playwright, dies/.

July 25 == /Exortitant kosher meat prices in Philedelphia/.

July 26 == Z@fthodox boycott on Yiddish papers with Saturday

editions/.

Fovember 1 -- Zﬁf. Albert bichslson received Nobsl Prize in

physics/,

October 28 -« Zg'nai B'rith puts pressure to geot anti-Semitic

posters removeg7.
December 13 == /Rible reading in Chicago Public Schools stops/.
/Boy Scouts foundeg7.

Ben Avigdor, whose name had been Arieh Leib Shalkowitz, came to

America in 1808 to establish a branch of the Warsaw company, "Tushiya.,"
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Fe %travellsd to the large cities in ths United States distributing
books and ther founded the brench in Haw York., He spoke to the
soclety, "Shohre Sefat Ever," from his work, "HaSifrut Halvrit
Haladeshah v'Atidotsha," Zmﬁodern Hebrew Literature and its Futuref7
which he pgublished in New York thet year. ¥Uhile he wes in Wew York

he mede a contract with me to buy my "Ozer Yisresal,"

and on his
second trip to New York in 1913 hs came to my home with his wife

(the sister of Solomon Blumgerten -=- Yshoash). ®hen I had finished
the ten volumes of the encyclopedia, he bought a total of 700 vol-
vmes (this is tha total number of books in Warsaw), and he sattled
the debt with a bhank note obligating him to pay after six months.
Howaver, because of the war from 1614 until 1918 I wes not able to
collect payment for the ncte through the bank by way of Warsaw, and
there remeined the obligation of close %o 2,000 rubles Zﬁnpaii7.

I waited until his third %rip here in 1921, and whsn I reguestod

“the payment from him, he wented to pgy me in an equal amount of
rubles which amounted at that time to eightesn conts. I showed him
the conditions which were legally binding between me and his partner,
Solomon Schrabrike. It was written explicitly that he must pay me in U,
currency or in rubles which equzl ed that amount in dollars. Nonethe-
less, he refused %o pay, end I was forced to turn the matber over to
& courts Then he asked ir, Resnick_/@/ to arbitrate between us. We
£inally settled at a figure $450 less than half the sum I should

have received. s psrted company as friends and he wrote ma a letter
on board ship while sailing %o Cerlsbad Czechoslavakig]. How

shocked and grieved I was upon hearing that he died suddenly on



September 23, 1921 during the Twelfth Zionist Congress... Ziife of

Bon Avigdor/.
1508 /Some of the Jewish visitors to America in 1908/,

iSbB Louis Stern, a very wasal thy business man with Stern Brothers
| erd one of ths members of the Boerd of Tsmple Emanu El on Fifth Avenue

in New York, married his daughter to a Catholic baron from Switzer=
land and gave her a dowry of $2,000,000. A% thet time there were
two rabbis serving Temple Emanu El. The first wes Rabbi Joseph
Silverman who preached regularly that the Jews are not a nation
but réther a religious community. The sacond rabbi was Dr. Judah
Uagnes who was a fiery Zionist. He prsached a sermon on ths dis-
graco of intermarraige and the real dsnger in it %o the Jewish
people and to Judaism. Lir. Stern took the sermon as a personel
insult and as a result resigned from the congregation. There wsas
& split among the rest of the board members on whether to accept his
resignation or not. Finally they did accept his resignation, and Dr.
Magnes also resigned from his position. In the latter years of

Silverman's 1life he also beceme a Zionist,

1908 Zﬁétholic doctrine bsing btaught in Canadien Publie School§7.
1908 February 24 ~= /Jacob H. Schiff gives to land of Isreel/.
1508 April 14 ==~ [ﬁéssover celebration erranged for immigrants still

on Ellis Islané?ﬁ

1908 April 28 = Z@évid Lubin appointad to be Internatioral Agricultural
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Representative for United States in Romg7.

July 23 «= Zﬁﬁdgs rules that divorce obtained in Russia also

good herg7.

Jenuary 8 =-/Prominent Jews prossure Bingham, Chisf of Police,

to allow Jews to rest on Sabbaté?l
January 20 == Zféderation of Jowish Famers of America foundeg;ﬁ
Pebruary 27 -= Zﬁehillah founde@?.
April € == Zﬁhmiral Peary gets to North Polg71
Lpril 5 =- Zgiademic credits for Hebrew on New York State Regents/.

Moy 23 == Zﬁéwish Publica%tion Socisty celebrates twenty fifth yeag?ﬂ

May 26 == /Jacob Solomon, sditor of "Hebrew Standard,” dies/.

July 1 -~ I left on & trip to Europe on the ship "George Vashing-
ton" of the North Gérmenland Company. It was the maiden voyags of
this new ship from New York to Bremen. The purpcss of my trip was to
go to Carlsbad ZEzechoslavakig] to bathe in thc healing waters therse.
I travelled from Bremen to Berlin and was in Carlsbad two weeks, I
then visited Vienna and retuwrned by way of Trankfurt-on~the=Main,
buying bocks ani silver ornements on which were engraved Hebrow
letters. I was in Antwerp where I saw the cutting and polishing
of precious stones. From there I travellsd by ship Greenland /?7
of the Red Star Line on August 21 and returned tc my homes on ALugust 30,

1908. My trip took a total of two months. The details of this trip
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which I wrote I lost on ths way.

Saptember 25 -- Z@iosed Cleveland stocl exchange on Yom Kippur
for Jew§7.

i

Novembar 8 == Z§éuben Zraindn, cminent wrpter, comes to New York

to establish a debrew dailz7.

2pril 4 == The president of ths Cleveland School Zoard prescribsd
to the superintardent of schools that the pley, "The bierchant of

' no longer bs shown to students because of ths Jewish hatred

Venice, '
found thers. 3ZIven though letely the critics belisve that , to the

contrary, Shaksspeare intsndsd to portray Shylock as being righteous

for hs desired wealth only as rsvengs upon those who reviled Jews and

thair religion. Nonetheless, sverything depends upon the actors!
intarpretation and Shylock is judged depending on which matter they
emphasize the most., In New York I saw Sir Henry Irving and Ellen
Terry in the play, "Merchant of Venice," and I found ebsolutely no

fault in Shylock according %o their interpratation at that performancs,

1909 Novsmber 28 — Z@&ward Taussig, Rear Admiral of Navy, had been

born a Jow but raised as a Unitarian/.

1510 Febrvary 21 -- Zﬁébbi Joshua Siegsl, Chassidic leader, die§7.
1910 Miarch 4 -= floses Horowitz, Yiddish dramatist, dies/.
13910 April 22 ~-- Zﬁhyor Gaynor of New York refused to give Chalmers

permission to speak publicljz




=124

April 24 o= Zidolphe Marix, Navy Admiral, resign§}z

April 24 == Dr. Judeh Magnes, the rabbi at Temple Emsnu =1 whieh
is the most wealthy congregatlon irn Wew York, prsached a sermon in
A

which he accused the Rsform Movament in America of pushing away rabhor

then bringing in our Jewish youth., Hde sass the responsibility of

=
&
Q
ct
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H
e
e
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o

ths situation for Reform by basing the movement on Sradi-

-

tional religious fouvndations and by educating the children according

I
<

%0 ths Jowish customs., On this sermon, Dr. Kaufman Kohler, the

Prosident of the Nebrew Union Collsge in Cincinneti, answerad with

a rebuks of Lr. dagnss and a sHatemoent that thoe Reform way is the
prepar ona in his eyes. The rosults of the conbrovarsy wera thot
in the 2nnual mseting of Temple Emeanu Il on iy 23 of that ysar they
did not renew Dr, Magnas! coniract, and they slscted in his stead

Dr. Hymaen Enoalowes. [gkatch of Judah lagnss/.

1910 Vay =- Zgheriff Bingham accuses Jows of having ons half of all

eriminals in Yew Yorik/.

1910 June 20 == ZEilinois court rules agninst Bible reading in schoolg?g
1210 Novambher - Z?eshiva Rabenu Yaakov Yosef builds new building?.

121C Zghmaryahu Le7in comss %o America/.

1511 ¥arch == /Strike of Nsw York lintzah bekers/.

1911 kiarch 25 -= /Fire in "Iriangle Shirt snd Vaish Companyi7.

1511 4pril & -= Zgbpeal to revoke Russien - fmerican *rade agreement
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1912

1912

1512

1912

1612
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of 1832/.

School Tice 9 cpens kosher kitchsn/.

«Q

April 24 == /Mew Tork Publi
liay -- /Jacques Taitlovitch spsaks of Fglashs Jews in Abyssinia‘;a
June 16 == Zﬁécob He Schiff has avdience with Kaise£7.

Juns 4 == Z?éntor Mikaelovsky die§7.

Oztober 2 = Z?éssport problem with Russia aga;g7.

QOctobsr 29 - Z?ﬁblishar Joseph Pulitzer diq§7.

January 27 == /Procident Taft goes to 3all in Hew York svonscrad
& 2

by Jewish women's orgemization, "

v it
Banct VaakaL7.

/Fedassah founded/.

Fpbruary == Zﬁahum Slouszhz comss to Maw York; lschures on

the Hebrew Renaissance ard he travels in North Afric§7o
thteresting Jowish visitors to Arerica in 191%7.
April 14 -- /The wreck of the "7itanic /.

Z?éderation of Jewish Charities in Wew Yorg7.

Moy 24 == Zﬁacob H, Seniff gives 10,000 books to Congressional

trchives. Dr. Israsl Schapiro, librarian of Jewlish Section/.
[Jowish jowrnelists in America in 1912/,

June 1 =- /Banker Sander Jarmulowsky dies/.
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1913

1913

1913

July -- /dewish community or Consy Island/,

July 17 -= /Hermen Rosenthel rurdered in Mebtropols Café?.

August == /Seautiful Yiddish Thestrs builb on Houston Strest/.

August == [br. David Blaustein, educetor and community worksr, dieg/.

AUgUSt = 21 B'rith gives medalion 4o President Tafﬁu.
& g

November =

/National snd state elections of 1912 discussed/.

{ﬁew York Mayor writes letter on Jowish - Christian observance

of Sabbat§7.

Novsmbar 25

-~ /Senator Isadors Raynper dies/.

Rebbi Mosss Hysmson gets life tenure in Congregasion Orek ﬂaim/.

Rabbi Meyer Berlin of Mizrahi comes %o imerica/,

February =-

wages fail§7.

February =

New York Militia

prejudicg7.

February 23

according to +%he

/Strike of writers agaeinst Jswish press for higher

(=}

thvestigation of charges by Sargaent Littman of

Py

gious

o

that he was not given a commission because of roli

-- The United Synagogus of America was founded

the traditionel Judaism of tho congregaticns which

are ministered by the rabbis of the Zﬁéwish Theologica£7 Seminary

of New York. Rabbi Samuel Coheon is ths president of the organization,
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He handles placement of rabbis in congrsgations and sends speakers

to synagogues where nseded. Latsly ZﬁQZ%] he has begun a program for
radio station BAF in New York every Vednesday evening for thirty
minutes. The program consists of Hebrew songs and melodies, vocal
and instrumental, and a telk by a rabbl on combemporary watters,

Before a holidey ir the yearly cycle, they announce che holiday and

discuss its significance .

Merch 5 == Zﬂbraham Trager dies &% age 105. Jewish immigrant

Ve

who movad to Charleston/.
_ 4
March 15 == Z@oﬂblob’com@s to America for Zionist§7.

Jowish businessmen whose family names end in "sky" take a
letter to a Jjudge formally requesting that permission be granted to
remove the "sky" from their nmmes. They maintain +that the full name
makoas clear the fact that they are Polish Jews, and this hurts their
businsss for Americans won't have business dealings with them. They
won't sell goods to them or give them credit or buy merchendise from
them. In the majority of cases the judges mgree to change a man's
name if hs can prove by evidence that ha has had 2 financial loss or
a loss of prestige by his old name. However, there are Jjudges who
are opposed to the dhange of name, and they maintain that it is a
disgrace for a man tc estrange himself from his brothers, the people
of his faith, seven if a monetary loss or loss of honor comes %o hime
The judge, Aeron Levy, had a man come to him by the name of Laovy

who said that he wanted to change his name. Ths judge rebuked him,
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saying that the name Levy was & very honored nams and his foro-
father was a son of Jacob, our patriarch, and his tribs servaed
in the Temple. Nonethseless, ha gave him permission to change his
name., ¥ithout a judge's permission in cowt, a man is not per=

mittad to change his name... /Life of Judge Levx7.
May 11 == /Jowish National Fund flower day/.
May 18 =~ Z?fesident “ilson makss all passports equa£7.

May 20 -~ Isaac Sobolski, sditor of "HaYehudi" in London, died
after his rstuwn from America whsre he had worked for a half year and
had raceived many supporters for his newstaper. It was his intention
to bring "HaYehudi" to New York, but as it appears he was not success=

ful. He bscame very ill, and during the last months of his illness

=]

hs was in greet need and died penniless, his hope to ses nsw 1ife in
imerica unfulfilled, ¥ith his death his newspaper stopped. Sobolski
was born in 1861 in Cologne, and in 1892 in Versaw he published the
periodical "Kenssset HaGadolah,” four volumes. In 1896 he laft
Russia for London and thers began to publish the weekly newspaper,
"H;Yahudi" (and "HaDegel" for Russia), His Orthodox resders cancslled
their subsceriptions in ths last years when he took the position that
under certain circumstances work was permiss%ble on the Sahbath
because it was "work which did no*t need bodily action.™ People could
work if it was only for the weges which they needed to sustain their
household, and it wzs not their intention to do work by itself,
3ecause of this many had washsed their hands of him and did not help

him %0 maintain himself, "han hs was hers, he visited me and I



did not nasd to uss ths beoly. £9 wes not abls to answey nz. 1%
appsars that the press of sustoaining himsell weos *ths czuss of his

taking this position.

Juna 1 == /Naetionsl collags freternity, aAlpha Delle Ti, wants

to men chapter in New York %scauvse too many Jew§7o

August == Proesident ‘ilson with the consent of tha Senato has

ps

arpoirnted denry Norgenthau from New York United States imbassadop to
Turkey (191% - 1916)s In his letter to me of Saptembder 15, 191% he

[ﬁbrgenthag7 promissd thet he would bo o ert %o oversee Jewish

affeirs in the land of Isracl and would attempt tc better their
sitvation in any possiktle way upon reqguest and invaestigation if they
shauld turn %o him for hslp. Dwing his term of office he visitad
the land of Israel seeirp the cava of dlachpelan on the authority of

the Sultenses Ziife of Morgenthag7.

et
do]
(]
4]
T

ugust 12 == ZJulius Rosenwald celebrates fiftieth birthdq&/.

1913 September 5 -- The tenth amd lest volume of "Ggar Yisrsel,"
the Hebrew Encyclopedis, was finished on this day, and in my honor
ry sons and deughters mads a Yanguet at my homs, 940 Kelley Strest
in the Bronx on Yovember 27, 1912, which was also Thanksgiving
Day. Imong the guests were Isadore Singar, the aditor of Jswish
bneyelopedia, 4. S. Freidus, the librarian of the New York Fublic
Liorery, Sen /Avigdor and his wife, Perez Wisrnik, the editor of

the Morgen Journel, Getshsl Selikowitsch, the aditor of the Tagzshlatt,




Dr, Henry Illoway and my own family, The guests made speeches and
blessed me, and I answered their blessings. The menu was printed on
gold tickets in Hebrew, My sons and daughters gave me a large silver
cup which had the finish of the encyclopedia and the details of the

day inscribed on one side in Hebrew and on the other side in English.

1913 October 9 =~ f¥reck of the "Volturno"/.
1913 October == [lCantors' Association of America starts a sehool/,
1913 October == [l—lem'y Cohen appointed Chief Inspector of New York

Police Force/.

1913 October 17 =- /Adolph Sabath, Represemtative, asks Congress to

stop ritual murder prosecutions in Russig.
1913 November 4 == /Eews in national and city office/.

1913 December -- /Professor Boris Schatz, founder of Bezalel Museum

in Jerusalem, comes to Americ§7.

1914 February 22 == ZEOSGPh Fels, Philadelphia manufacturer, die§7.
1914 March 8 == /R. Manischewitz, Cincinnati Matzah baker, dies/.
1914 /Zvi Sharpstein, educator, comes to New York/.

1914 /Pr. Mex Molamed, writer, comes to Americ§7.

1914 May -- /Paul Warburg appointed on Committes for National Bonds

by President Wilson; Felix Warbm‘g?.
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1914 August 3 =~ forld War I/,
1914 August 17 == I travelled to Saratoga Springs on the New York

Central with my daughter, Birdie, and arrived there at 2:30 P.M.
I stayed at the Hotsl Victory of Wolf Krost /?2/. I saw ths cane
field and the clubhouse, On the following day I heard ths speech
of Semator Elihu Root at the Republican Convention. On August 19
I travelled to see the park, "Jaddo" /?/. On the following day I
[ "ié(é‘éBay /. On

August 21 I took a trip to see Benny Brook ﬁ] whers they raise

journeyed to Lake George, thon by sailvoat %o Par.

white chickens. On August 23 we returned to New York, arriving
at 6:056 in the evening. Saratoga has bath waers and reservoirs
for drinking like Carlsbad, and meny Jews go there during the summer.
There are excellent kosher hotels there. I went there several times

during the summers for two or three weeks each time.

1914 November == /Joint Distribution Committee formed/.

1914 December 13 =~ /Flag Day for Jewish National Fund/.

1915 February 21 == ﬁews suffer in war countries/.

1915 May 7 =~ /Iusitania sunk/,

1915 [’fra.nscontinental telephone/.

1915 November =- [f.ouis Einstein appointed Minister to Bulgaria/,

1916 January 28 ~=- [fouis D, Brandeis becomes Justice on Suprems Cow§7.
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January 30 =~ Zﬁr. Joseph 'Jacobs, writer, die§7.

May 13 == /Sholem Aleichem dies/.

/[Christian students boycott Jewish Students at New York Uhiversitx7ﬂ
July 19 =~ /Abreham Elkus appointed Ambassador to Turkey/.

January 10 =~ /Samuel Isaacs, Orthodox teacher, dies/.

January 27 == [ﬁbrman Rosenthal, writer and translator, die§7:

March 13 -- After the Russian Army was defeated by the German
and the Austrian armies, a revwolution broks out in Russia and the
Socialisté took power on that day. The ruthless government of the
oppressive Czar was overthrown and in its place was sstablished a
people's government led by Prince Lvov and Alexander Kerensky. In
honor of this event I dedicated "Ozar Dinim uMinhagim" to the new
Russia, On the second title pagé in the first edition which I
published then I wrote:

Dedicated to the new Russia which was founded on the
thir teenth of March, 1917 and which gives freedom to
all its inhabltents, the people of differant religions
among whom are the peopls of Israel. May they dwell
in peace forever.
However, within a few days the Bolsheviks rose to power lad by
V. I. Lenin and Leon Trotsky, and they formed the Communist govern=-
ment., I remember Leon Trotsky, whose name had been Leb ben David

Bronstein. My apartment was in the Bronx at 940 Kelley Street

near 163rd Street. He lived on the southeast corner of 163rd
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Street and Kellsy Street on the third for. I saw him many times on

that street. He used to speak to the workers and write articles for
the Forward. (I don't know whether he wrote Yiddish or if they
translated his articles from Russian), In the last weeks of the
Kerensky government Trotsky left New York for Russia by way of
Canada. He left debts behind and a man named Goldberg, who had

sold him his furniture, took it in refurn. Who could have prophesied
at that time that shortly he would be the head of all the Russian
armies and second only to President Lendin at the head of the glorious
Russian government. Praised be He, who changes the times and ths

seasons.
March 27 -~ /Sir Moses Eszekiel, sculptor, dies/.

April 5 =~ The United States Congress in Washington has called
a state of war against the German government and its allies in
Eastern Burope and has sent its armed forces across the Atlantie
Ocean to France to battle against the Germens. President Wilson,
before he was elected for a second term in 1916, had boasted to the
electorate that he would stop the war before it spread to America.
Yot, a few days after his retwrn to the government for 'his second
term he changed his position and joined in the World War which none
of us ever dreamed would reach such proportions, Two million Ameri-
cans wore changed into soldiers overnight to aid the French and the
English to defeat the Germans. Two of my sons went to war against
my will and their own. Great was the void between sons and parents

who were sepsrated when they were forced to go into the service,
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something which had not been asked of them yet /in this country/,
but which was a custom already forgotten which is practiced in

Furope. In the month of June, 1917 they registered the names of the

boys, and then they picked lots to see who would go in first. This was

followed by the medical examination to see if they were fit for the
service. In July and August they were sent to different camps to
learn military training. First they were sent to camps in Upton,
New York, then to very distant camps in the United States, and
then overseas on ships secretly and with unknown destination. My
son, Zellig, was sent to Atlanta, Goorgia to Camp Gordon, and my
son, Benny, was sent to Spartenburg, South Carolina at Camp Woods-
worthe From these bases ﬁhey were sent by ship overseas to France,
and no one knew what would happen on the following day. They could
not reveal their position for the letters were read by cemsors, and
they were allowed to write only, "Somewhere in France." I received
letters regularly from my son, Zelig, and on November 7, 1917 I
went to see him. I left New York on the Pemnsylvania Railroad at
10:00 P.M., passed through Washington, and arrived in Atlanta on
November 9. I stayed at the Ensley Hotel. I travellsd to Cemp
Gordon three times to visit my son, Zelig, and I petitioned the
Commanding Officer and received permission to bring my son with me
to the hotel one night to rest a 1little, to teke a hot bath, and to
eat kosher food. I also asked the Commnding Officer not to send
him overseas for he was very weak. W¥hile in Washington I saw the

lawyer Simon Wolf to whom Dr, Israel Shapiro introduced me, and I

explained my concern to him. He gave me a letter to Mr. Craigsheiber [7?_]

il
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the head of the Jowisgh Orphans Home in Atlanta who took up the matter
with the military officers. His attempts produced results for joy-
fully for all of us within a month they discharged him from the service,

and he returned to his home in peace in December.

Concerning my son, Benny, I saw Dr, George Kohut and Mr. Louis
Marshall who attempted to aid him in New York. This was very help-
ful for had he been sent overseas in late 1917 or early 1918 he would
have been among the 306 companies in France meny of whom were cap=~
tured, wounded and killed. My son was sent to France with the fifty
socond infantry which served as a replacement for all of the other
companies and stayed in the back lines. They arrived in France on
August 12, 1918 and not one accident occured to them in the "Argonne™
from September 20 to November 11, Their job was to dig trenches, to
repair roads, and to lsarn tactics., Our fear and our concern for his
well being in France can not be deseribed, neither mine nor my wife's
nor the rest of the family's. We sent lstters almost daily and
recelved leotters from him. Thank God, when we heard the good news
on November 11, 1918 that the war had ceased and an armistice had
been declared, our enormous worry and concern vanished. Joy spread
to every corner of the city. Throughout all of the United States
shouting voices made & great tumultuous roar not heard before or since.
We raise a voice of thanks to the Lord for redeeming us and for guarding
the 1ife of owr son. From among the letters which I received from him,
I recorded all of his movements with the Army from the beginning until

the end... /faccount follows/,
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On August 31, 1919 he heard a speech of Julius Rosenwald of
Chicago who came to France to spesk to the boys. Rosenwald read
latters praising their accomplishments in France from Minister ﬁ i;f
%§2;2;ﬁ the specisl secretary on matteras of war from the United
States., The Jews of America formed a committee to supervise condi=-
tions of Jews serving in the United States Army (Jewish Welfare
Board) in order that they should be able to observe the Jewish
holidays wherever possible, that a rabbi be sent when necessary
(one of the rabbis was David Tannenbaum), and that their special
needs be taken care of for thems. Generally they tried to lighten
their worries concerning their families. The head of the board was
Felix M, Warburg, and Judge Irving Lehman was his assistant. The

board had many branches in the army camps.

President Wilson promised us that we entered the war to strengthen
demoeracy throughout the world, and we know that this propheey has
not been fulfilled. Instead of democracy ruthless dictatorial
governments ruling without law have reign; Lenin in Russia, Mussoe
1lini in Italy, and De R%yera in Spain, Wilson's fourteen points,
proposed to stop war, E%nt up in wind and smoke, and he fell into the
trap set for him by the fox, Lloyd George, and the leopard, Clemen=

ceau. And the world goes along according to its way.

1917 Moy 17 =m Zﬁblebration honor ing Abraham Freidus. See details

1889, March. Here is J. D. Eisenstein's speech on the occasion/.

1917 December 1 == Zﬁbnry Liepziger, ednéator, dies/.
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December 4 -~ /Rabbi Jacob Kallen dies/.
December 5 == /Meat prices rise becauss of war/,

Decomber 26 = Zﬁenorah Society annual meeting. Central organi=-

zation of Jewish academic students/,
February 28 =~ /Jews join England in fight against Turkey/.
March 22 =~ /Moses Goldmen, teacher and writer, dies/,
June 10 «= Zﬁhdassah sends medical aid to Paleating7.

June 27 == ﬁilliam Hachenburg, merchant and community leader,

die§7.

October 16 «=m Zﬁépresentatives of eleven nations mest in

Independence Hall, Jew representing land of Israel among theqjﬁ
November 11 == /Ermistice/,

[Ebraham ‘Si:hteble, weelthy Russian merchant and lover of modern

Hebrew literature, comes to America/,

March 2 == Z@resident Wilson receives four representatives of

American Jewish Congress/.
May 4 == /Orthodox Rabbinical Assembly in Amsricg?ﬁ
¥ay 21 ~- /Fogroms in Lithuania and Poland/.

May 26 == /Senate asks State Department to send Wilson to do

somothing about pogroms/.
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Zignace Paderoewski, pianist, returns from Polend; reports

on pogrom conditions/,
June 28 == [ﬁbrsailloa Peace Treatz?&

July = [§Eesidont Wilson appoints commission to study Polish

pogroms/,

November 6 == Arnold B, Brlich died in Yonkers, New York. BHe
was born in Lithuania in 1849 and studied at the University of
Liepzig and Berlin., He was assistant to the librarian of the
Semitics department of the National Library, Berlin. He went to
London and converted but returned in repentence and came to America
in 1878, He was a Hebrew teacher, and from 1898 he engaged primarily
in explenations of the Bible and wrote his commentary, "Mikrah
Ct'Pashuto,™ on the Torah and then on the prophets. He also transe
leted the works into Germen, He knew Hebrew well, but the ma jority
of his commentarles were plagerized from early commentators without
mentioning their names. He spoke impudently of Rashi and the Rambam
and all of the great ones of Israel saying that all were mistaken,
and he alone could know and reveal all of the mysteries of the
Bible. As it seems, his repentence was only a lip service and was
external, but in his heart he had been uprooted from his origins
and was bitter. I knew him well for many times he would come to my
place of business to tell me hls new interpretations and his findings
on Blblical passages of which he was very proud, and always he would

degrade the commentators who preceded him.
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1919 November 24 == [l;ogroms in Ulcraing].

1919 March 18 == [F_‘elix Warburg receives award for humanitariean wor1_57.

1919 June 4 m- ﬁustice Brandeis and Jacob de Haas go to land of
Israel].

1919 October 4 == [golomon Shenazi, tobaeco man, dies/.

1919 October - [J-ews number 200,000 in armed forces in World War I/,

1920 Jenuery == /Prohibition, eighteenth ammendment, and Jewish
practicg7o

1920 /Jewish Telegraphic-Agency opens-braneH.in New York/.

1920 April 11 = ﬂewish Distribution Committee banguet/.

1920 April 25 -= /Balfour Declaration and San Remo meeting/,

1920 Mey -- /Peace Treaty: England given Palestine Mandate/.

1920 Moy 30 =~- /Justice Brandeis speaks to Zionist Organization
of Americe/.

1921 January 16 == /Anti=Semitism in United States; Ford/.

1921 Jenuary 18 == lgemi-annual gathering of Orthodox Rabbinical
Assemblz]. | R

1821 January 19 -_[Professor Zvi Chyét [3] comes to America for aid
for Best European refugees/.
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1521 January == /Pelestine Commerce and Navigation Company/.
1921 February 1 -= [Bolancy Strest becomes Schiff's Parkwax}ﬁ
i 1921 February 27 =~- /Details of British Mendate on Palestine/.
1921 April 2 «- /Zionist delegation comes to New York with Weizmann
and Uhsishkig].
1921 End of April == fut in immigration/.
1921 Moy == /Emericen Jewish Dodors' Association formed/.
1921 May == /Rabbi Judeh Fishman, Mizrachi, comes to New Tork/.
1921 May =- /Hobrew Dey and Hebrew Week set in May of each yeer

to collect money to suppert Hebrew periodicalg]ﬁ

1521 /Bbreham Schteble publisher, Se 1519 entry/.

1921 ' June 4 ~= /Dre Simon Barueh, distinguished physician, dies/.

1921 duly == [ﬁlbert Davis Lasker appointed to United Stetes Shipping
BO&I‘Q].

1921 July == Z@ionist Organization delegation goes to President
Harding/.

1921 [5r. Moyer Waxman, president of Hebrew Theological College in
Chicagg].

1921 Zﬁf. Harry Wolfsohn, professor of Judaism and Philosophy at

Harvard/.
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1921 October -= [éamuel Untermeyer speaks at annusl meeting of

Jewish Telegraphic Agencx].

1521 November 11 == /éecond Zionist delegation comes to America:

Sokolow, Zabotinsky, Otto Warburg7.
,‘{; v(
1921 Ndvéuber =- /Ladies Garment Workers' Strike/.

1921 November 21 -- /Ferdinand Foch, marshall of Frames, comes to

America end receives Jewish dela@tiog]

1921 November == /President Harding appoints Rabbi Joseph Kornfield

as United States Minister in Paris/.
1921 December == ﬁrandeis' philanthropic work in Palestine].

1922 Janusry =~ /fOrgenization for Rehabilitation and Training branch

opens in New York/,

1922 January 5 == ﬁemto limits immigration furtha-].
1922 January 9 == /Unions getting more power/.
1922 January == Lord Arthur Balfowr came to the United States as head

of the English delegation to negotiate with the President and leaders
of the United States to acquire arms for the allied nations, /A
Zionist delegation of sixty of the nation's leaders went to him in
Washington]... One of the speakers was Rabbi Dov Arieh ﬁernard
Louis] Levinthal from‘Philadelphia who spoke in the name of the

Rabbinical Assembly in Hebrew...
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Rabbi Levinthal was born in Kovno in 1865 and received his -~ .

FEL
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ordination from Rabbi Isaac Elkanan Spector and Rebbi Samuelé Moheleber.
Ho came to America in 1892 to f£ill the position of his father-in-law,
Rabbi Eliezer Klienberg in Philadelphia. Levinthal became the chief
rabbi of the Congregations B*nai Abraham, B'nai Reuven, Poale Zedek,
Shaare Zedek, Tiferet Yisrael, and Orek Haim. He is the vice~presi-
dent of the Zionist Organization of America and the vice-president

of the Union of Orthodox Rabbis. He founded educational and chari-

table foundations in Philadelphia.

His son, Dr. Israel Herbert Levinthal was born in Vilna in
1888, and his family brought him to America in 1891. He studied at%
Columbia College (1908) and at the Jewish Theological Seminary in
New York. He was ordained there in 1910 and became rabbi at Congre-
gation B'nai Shelom in Brooklyn and at Congregation Petah Tikvahe
From 1919-he has been the rabbi at the Jewish Center in Brooklyn.

He is an excellent English preacher and has written articles and
essays on "Agemey" in Jewish Roman law and the modern laws which
pertain to this subject. His father is opposed to the seminary,

but he did not stop his son when he enrolled there.

1922 January 13 == ﬁresident Barding receives Nahum Sokolow].
:}, . s if'l - :
1922 January 21 -- [Br. Nahum Slotz lectures at Yale oa archeoclogy

in Israe]].

1922 Jappary 31 e~ ﬁathan Straus celebrates seventy fourth birthday].
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Februsry 7 == Zﬁr. Hayim Heller leaves America to becoms

president of Jewish Academy in Berlig]&

February 25 -= /United Distribution collects $14,000,000 in

1922/.

March 2 =~ /Soldiers' pay in World War I set at $1.00 a day

stateside and $1.25 in France/.

{0
Mareh 20 == ﬁinl}us Rothenburg comes to America to get aid for

water project on Jordan Riveg]ﬂ
April 25 == /Rabbi Judah Zinsler, writer, dies/.

April 27 == /One hundredth celebration of Hebrew Orphans'

Asylum].

April == Abraham Cahan celebrated the twenty fifth anniversary
of the founding of his peper "/Jewish Daily/ Forward” which he
began in New York in 1897. Cahan was born in 1860 in Russia. He
Joined the Revolutionists against the Russian Czar and was forced
to flee to America in 1882, He founded the first Socialist Party
among American Jews and published the socialist paper "Die Neue
Zeit" in 1885 and the monthly "Die Zukunft" in 1895 and afterwards
the "Forward" He wrote boocks in Yiddish and English in 1917, and
his newspaper "Forward" increased its circulation over all other
Jewish newspapers in ‘Amprica. His paper has a ten story building
which cost some helf a million dollars. Even though he has said

that the building belongs to the readers, still not one of them
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enjoys it except Cahan and a few of his pertners. He has a strong
influence among labor who uphold him and answer amen to everything
which Cehan says and among simple Jews who cen't distinguish between
their right and their left hands. The editor of "HaDosr” complained

about the celebration, saying (Nisan, 25, 1922):

When we are reminded of the quality of the "Forward” of

its spirituel nature, of its llterary heights, of its
educational influence, our souls cringe at the festival
which it is celebrating. Is it necessary to review the
announcements, to revisw the place the "Forwerd" takes

in the life of the masses? Is it necessary to show the
demoralization which it brings on the street and in the
home; <to show its decadence and how it draws its readers
down into the quicksand of lawlessness and licentious-
ness? Who among us does not stumble at every step against
the overpowering influence of "Forward"? Twenty five
years of the "Forwerd” is not a "Yovel” (jubiles), but
rather an "Avel"” (mourning). All who cry about the spi-
ritual condition of the messes should know that it is
precisely this paper which is & scab on Judaism in Amerieca.
This newspaper has risen to the most powerful influence,
and as it rises in the material sense, so it descends in
the spiritual and ethical sense m- it descends and it
brings its readers, the masses, down with it.

In later years Cahan changed a bit for the better, becoming
closer to Judaism and to Zionism. He even travelled to the land

of Israel (1925) and wrote articles praising the land amd the value

of Zionism.

April 17 =~ /Public meeting at Carnegie Hall for Jewish Foun=
dation Fund/.

Zﬁelix Frankfurter appointed representative of American Zionists
at the Paris League of Nations/,
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Zﬁf. Morris Lichtenstein fourmds "Jewish Sciencg?ﬁ

i
/Rebbi Asron Ashénsk#‘in Pittsburg has congregation bring

a suit against him/,

Mey 4 == /Semate affirms Balfour Declaration with its own

declaration for a Jewish Homelan@)ﬁ

May 19 w== [ﬁéssage of Vice~President Ccolidge's telegram to

Jewish Foundation Fund in Philadelphia/.

May 30 =~ /President Harding gives first presidential message

on pational radie/.

June 13 == I travelled to Ewope for the third time leaving
New York on the ship "Reliance” by way of Hamburg... /His trip toock
him to Berlin, Carlsbad, Munich, Baden-Baden, the Black Forest,
Basel, Switzerland, Zuriech, Frankfurt-on-the-Main, Cologne, Rotter=-
dam, Amsterdam/. I arrived in New York on September 17 at 10:00 A.M,

and I found my family waiting for me at the dock.
June 16 ~-~ /Jewish boy at Annapolis does better than Christiang]ﬁ
June 17 == /Harvard President Lowell sets Jewish quota/.

June 21 m- Zﬁizrachi has reception in New York for the visiting

Zionists, J. L, Fishmen and Avigdor Scheinfeld/.

October 22 =- /Testimonial for Reuben Brainin on his sixtieth

birthday at Carnegie Hall/,
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November 3 == ﬁhreo scholars come to America: Dr. Ismer Elbogen,
.*z’f;;r':_
Dr. Folix Pearld, Dr. Benjemin Levin/,
November 9 == ﬁr. Arthur Ruppin and Shmarya Levin visit America

for the Jewish Foundation Fun§7.

November 27 == I became 1ill with prostate glands and my doctor,
L., Miller Cahan, performed two operations on me at the Lebanon
Hospital in New York., On the evening of the day in which he announced
that he would operate a second time and that this was the most ime
portant and the most dangerous operation, I wrote my will in English
and read ths Book of Psalms from beginning to end with a short con-
fossion., With all my courage I laid myself in the hands of the
doctor, asking him to put me to slesep with gas that I might not feel
the pain of the operation. I was in the hospital five weoks and another
8ix weeks at my home and , thank God, I regained my strempgth 1little
by little, During that year I was unable to do any literary work.21

December 16 == Eliezer Bsn Yehuda died in Jerusalsm and the
Zionist Organization of America sent its condolsences by telegram to
the family... During the World War he brought his family to America
and lived in New York from 1916 to 1918, During ths week in which
he left New York (January 30, 1919) he bought Ozar Yisrael and the
rest of my encyclopedias from me and wrote a promissory note to pay
for them by sending me his twelve volume dictionary. He gave me the
five volumes which had already besn published and the promlssory
note read, "E, Ben Yehuda, New York at the snd of the days of my

exile, the twenty eighth of Shevat, in the second year of my exile
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from the land,.”

[5r. Mordecai Kaplan founds the Society for the Advancement of
Judeism/,

Ziouis Lipsky becomes president of the Zionist Organization of
America/,

/Chassidism in the United States/.

[Erandeis group of cultural Zionists meet and raise $120,000
for Palestine/.

February 28 == /Ronald Stuart, governor ofdJerusalem, meets with

President Harding in Washington/.
March 3 -= /Second visit of Chaim Weizmann/.
April =~ faylight saving time begins/.

Moy = Zghcrican Jowish Historical Society sends invitation to
President Harding/.

June 2 == /Morris Rosenfeld, Yiddish post, dies/.
September 26 == /Sir Alfred Mond, Zionist, comes to Americae/,

Septombor =- Zﬁbnry Mor genthan appointed chairman of committes

to care for Americans in Asia Minog}ﬁ

Ogtober 1 -= Zﬁr. Joshua Block appointed hedd of Jewish Section
of New York Public Librarz?&
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1923 October 7 == /israel Zangwill comes to America to participate
in American Jewish Congress/.
1923 October =~ /Dr. Chaim Tohernowitz, scholar, comes to America/.
1923 November 15 =- /Rabbi Shalom Halevi, rabbi in St Louis, dies/.
1923 Decomber 24 == ﬁudge Otto Rosalsky celebrates fiftieth bérthday;

Jews of New York honor him by founding Jewish Education Association/.

1924 January 1 ~- /Annual meeting of Cenadian Zionists/.

1924 January 24 =~- fCantor Minkovsky dies/.

1924 /[Simon Miller begins publication of the monthly, "Ephrion"/.
1924 January 10 =~ /Dr. Joshua Tohan /?/, Zionist, comes to America/,
1924 February 18 =- /Louis Marshell shows how non-Zionists can aid

to build Palestine, Answered by Chaim Woizmann/.

el

1924 February == Zﬁﬁc iLosb, biologist, dies/.

1924 Mareh 22 == /Ben Zion Halper, Hebraist and philologist, dies/.
1924 April == /Rabbi Abraham Kook, Chief Rabbi of Palestine, comes

to America for aid for European sz7.

1924 March 6 == ﬁefferson Monroe Levy, Congressman, diog7.
1924 July 9 = /iaa.ac Belevi Horowitz, professor of Statisties and

writer, dies/.
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September 6 == /Dr. Nahman Syrkin, founder of the Socialist

Zionist Party, dies/.
[ﬁathan Leopold and Richard Loeb commit murder/.

/Rev. Isadore Frank and Sargaent Greenberg found "Shomrim,"

a mutual aid society for New York City Jewish policemen/.
..‘?

2
October 14 == /Captain Robert Rosenbfot found not guilty.

Sensational war story/.

October 26 -- My sons and daughters held a jubilee celebration
in honor of fifty years of owr marraige. The mrréé{ge had been on
the first day of Elul (October 13, 1874), But in this year in the
middle of the summer at Rosh Hodesh Elul a majority of my family
was outside the ecity, and therefore thay delayed the celebration
until October 26, It was held in the Patrician Hotel, 253 Riverside
Drive in New York. There the children of my family and a few of our
friends were invited, More than fifty people were among the guests,

and we received blessings by telegram from those who were unable to

come, The Rabbi-Preacher Zvi Hirsh Arleansky [!/ was the principle

Y

speaker of the day. a ' b

I was unable to decline this jubilee celebration which is
somewhat distasteful to me only because it was done by our children,
but I would have refused had others wanted to make a banquet in my
honor as is done always to fifty year old men who are held in esteem.
I am thankful that they have never proposed to make a dinner in my

honor. This 1s a clear sign that all of these festivities are made
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only through the desire and endeavors of the peopls being honored.

November 4 =- /Election of 1924: Coolidge, Davis and Ford.

Eisenstein discusses reaction to and support of Ford for presidoncy].

Decoember 8 =m [ﬁr. David Neumark, professor at Hobrew Union College,

di@g/o

January 4 =- /General Calles, President of Msxico, and Churche

State problelg7.
January 5 -~ /Colonel Fradrick Kish, Zionist, comes to America/,

Januery 18 =-- /Cantor Rosenblatt loses his money in business

ventures; owes $190,000/,

January 20 == /Jacob Petlowitz /?/ comes to America for aid

to Abyssinian Jews/,
Jenuary 31 == /David Yellin gives Hebrew lectures at Columbia/,

February 5 =« Samuel R. Rosoff contracted to build a section of
the subway with a bid of $4,000,000. He had been a poor boy in the
lower part of the city in the Jewigh section, had sold newspepers in
order to help support his family, and studied at night until he
became an engineer., He began to contraet buildings, and became

very wealthy,

February 10 == /Third visit of Chaim Weizmann; founding of

the Jewish Agenc:j.
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February 12 w= Z?rofessor Israsl Davidson published first
volume of his collection ef medieval Jewish musich .~ 7t

February 20 == Zwbrld Fair at Philadelﬁhig} celebration of

150 years. of American independencg}ﬁ

March 12 w= Zﬁherican = Palestine Shipping Lines formed by

American Jews; went bankrupt after first voyagg?ﬁ

May 1 = [éorners’cono laying for Committee House and Center

for Judaism in Washington; address by President Coolidgg)ﬁ

April 30 == Morris and Joseph Diemond die in electric chair

at Sing Sing/,
Zﬁavid Hirshfeld appointed judge on New York benc@]ﬂ

May 7 -~ /Annual meeting of Union of Orthodox Rabbis of United

States and Canada at Lekewood, New Jersey/.

May 20 == /Maurice Schwartz, Yiddish theatre, received by

President Coolidgse/.

May 24 == Zﬁsaac Elehanan Seminary decides to build on Lexington

Avenug?g

June =-- /Thirteenth annual meeting of Mizrachi; Youmg Mizrachi

founde@)ﬁ

June =- /Judah Magnes, chancellor of Hebrew University, comes te

America to get $1,500,000 for University/.



1925

~152=

June 10 =~ My grandson, Moses (Myron), the son of my son
Isaac Eisenstein (born September 2, 1904), finished his studies at
New York University and was graduated with the rest of the students
who completed their studies at the university. They appeared before
a committee and a large gathering of peopls which had come together
in their honor to hear speeches and an orchestra. On June 9, 1926
my son, Zellig, finished his studies at New York University. He
was already middle aged (born September 9, 1886) and was a general
business accountant, but nonetheless he tried to find special time
at night to study in order to acquire the necessary general know=
ledge for graduation in an official academy., On Jume 1, 1927 my
grandson, (Ira) Israel (born November 26, 1906), the son of my son
Isaac Eisenstein, finished his studies at Columbia College im New
York. He has been a student at the /Jewish Theological/ Seminary
since 1927 and has done very well in his studies. I hope that he
will be a rabbi and teacher in Israel. Omn June 22, 1927 my grande
son, Hayim (Herman) Friedman (born March 5, 1906), the son of my
daughter Miriam and her husband, Asher Dov Friedman, finished his
studies at the College of New York and entered Columbia College
where he completed his law studies on June 4, 1929 and became a
lawyer. On June 19, 1929 my grandson, Israel (Irving) Friedman
(born November 5, 1907), the son of Reb Asher Dov, finished his
studies at the College of New York and entered the Medical School
at Yale University in New Haven, Conmecticut, I hope that he will
be an excellent and expert doctor. My granddaughter, Thelma Friedman

(born December 7, 1910) alse did well in her studies at Hunter
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College in New York. I hope to God that the rest of my grandchildren
will grew and become educated in Torah and in the wisdom of their

forefathers.

October 13 =~ Reb. Nathan Roggin died in New York. He was
born in Poland in 1849 and came to America in 1871, Upon his death
he left $5,000 for Knesset Yisrael in Jerusalem to build a house
for the poor wherein they would have an Q.partment for three years.
He also gave $5,000 for charitable organizations in New York., He
was my brother-in=law who married my sister Hannah, who died May 24,
1919. His sons, Roggin Brothers, are large merchants in the manu~
facture of jackets, and ene of them, Harry Roggin, is the president

of the synagogue Kehillat Yeshuren on East 85th Street,
[ﬁenny Leonard retires as heavyweight boxing champiog}ﬁ

October 25 == /Jewish Congress meeting in Philadelphia, Stephen

Wise is President/.

October 27 == Zidolph Ochs, publisher of the New York Times,

gives $200,000 to Hebrew Union College/.

Zﬁabbi Abraham Reines comes to Americe for aid in publishing

his father's workg}l

November =- /Julius Miller re~elected to New York Boerd of
Eldermen/,
December 6 == /Rabbi Hildsheimer and Dr. Ehrmann‘/Zz come to

America for aid to Orthodox in Palestine/.
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1925 December 23 =~ /Controversial sermon on Jesus by Stephen Wise.

Tenders resignation to Zionist Organization of America, but not

accepte@?ﬁ
1926 Januery 7 == /New York = London telephone completed/.
1926 February 6 =~ /Nahum Sokolow, Chaim Bialik, and Shmaryah Levin

come to Americs/.

1926 February 17 =~ This is the fourth time I have journeyed to
Europe and the second time to the land of Israel. I left New York
on February 16 at midnight on the ship "Mauretania™ which makes
a cruise of ten countries: Madeira; Gibralter; Algiers in North
Africa; Villefranche, France; Naples, Itlay; Athens, Greece;
Haife, in the land of Israel; Alexandria, Egypt; Southampton,
Englend; and return to New York. On this ship there are two classes,
first and third, I travelled on first cless... /a lengthy account of
his visit to all of these places and particulsrly to the Jewish places
of interest in all of these countries/... On May 17, 1526 I arrived

in New York and found my children waiting for me at the port of the

eity.

1926 Moy ~- /Bialik received by President Coolidge/.

1926 June 6 — /Meyer London, Socialist Congressman, killed by
automobilg}ﬁ

<i926/¢ October 6 == Zﬁhrael Zevin, writer for Tageblatt and New York

Herald, dies/.
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October 30 == /Chaim Weizmann comes to America again/.
[ﬁecord of progress made by Hadassah/.
October 31 == /Honry Houdini, magician, diss/.

Janusry 17 == /Bienniel of Central Conference of American

Rabbis; World Union for Progressive Judaism formed/.

May 1 =~ /[Cornerstone laying of new building for Isaac Elehanan
Seminarz]o

Moy == [flelson Rothenbwrg appointed Deputy Commissioner of Policg]
Moy 21 == /Charles Lindbergh flight/.
Mey 22 =~/Louis Miller, Socialist jownalist, dies/.

June 1 =~ /Haccebee” soccer team from the land of Israel

comes to America/.

Juns 1 m= [I:ouis Marshall receives honorary doctarate from

Jewish Theological Seminary/,

Dr. Alexander Marx handed his material to Dr. Max Margolis te
edit for their English boock which is a general history of the Jews,
"The History of the Jewish People" (published by the Jewish Publicam
tion Society, Philadelphia, 1927)s The book is more than 800 peges
not counting the charts, maps, and index. Mrs. Rosetta M. Uhlman
of Williamsport, Pennsylvania has promised to pay far the publication.

The author (I refer to Professor Margolis, for he is the essgential
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one) has organized the history into chronology and place. This is
contrasted with Graetz's history where the historical material is
arranged only according to chronology and not according to place,
Since it is only one volume, it is impossible to record every fact and
almost impossible to keep mistakes from creeping into it. Yet, the
two authors promise us in the introduction that they scrutinized the
manuser ipts and sifted the material thirteen times. I do not have
space enough to investigate the book from beginning to end, but I

would like to dwell on a few matters,

The euthor (Margolis) has said that Abrahem went to the land of
Canaan after the death of Terah, his father. (p. 4) This is the
mistake which the English have made as I wrote in Ozar Vikuhim for
it is written, "And Terah died,” and after that is written, "And the
Lord said to Abraham, get thee forth from thy land," In truth
Terah lived sixty years after Abraham, for Terah begat Abrahéim at
the age of seventy, and Abraham went forth from Harean to the land of
Censan at seventy five years. This is 145 years and Tarag lived
205 years; therefore he still had sixty years after Abraham had gone
to the land of Cansan. However, Scripture preceded the death of
Terah to the going forth of Abraham in order that the matter would
not be made public to all so that they could say that Abraham did
not fulfill the commendment of honoring his father by going to him

when he was dying. (See Rashi to Genesis 1:2),

Margolis explains the splitting of the Red Sea in its simplest

gense by means of the rise and fell of the tide, but what would he do
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THE JEWS IN THE NEW LAND 22

In artieles spread throughout my writings I have already
accounted for the histery of the Jews who have come to setle in
the new land, and I have written at length of the Russian Jews
who have found a place of refuge in America. In these previous
articles I promlised to describe both their material and spiritual
conditions. Now with this aftiele I shall fulfill half of that
promise, Let us consider, thon, the material condlition of our
brothers, the children of Israel, and thereby make a contribution
to the perilodical, HhAsif.v I hope that the reader will ferglve me
for the long delay in this task, I hope to complete the second
half, which is the most important, at another time. In that second
half I shall reveal the different characteristiecs of the spiritual
state of our brethren in Anérica.zs

The material econdition of the Jews of the Jews of the Western
Hemisphere is generally very good. A statistical questionnaire in
1886 numbered them at some half million, In the United States alone
there are 300,000 Jews and of these approximately 80,000 live in
the city of New York. Really their number is much greater than
this fer there 1s virtually no town or village where some few of
our bletliren are not found, Therefore, by my reckoning, I would
set the number of Jews in America at twe thi;ds of a million; in
the United States a half million, and im the city of New York 125,000.

The official statistical count is smaller because Jewa are so like
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with the rest of the miracles which are impossible to interpret as
natural phengg%f He errs in his dating of events in history for he
sets the Exodu; from Egypt at 1220 BCE and according to our accounting
it was the year 1312 BCE., He sets the time of King Solomon's build-
ing of the Temple to be 973 = 933 BCE when in truth he began the
building of the Temple in 832 BCE, 480 years after the Exodus from
Egypt (Kings I 6:1). According to the author's accounting only

three centuries and several decades /?/'had passed between the

Exodus and the building of the Temple,

Ho maintains that the people of Israel cut the cedars of Lebanon
and that the sailors of Sidon mede rafts of them on the sea (p. 65).
He turned the facts completely arcund, for the workers of Hiram cut
the trees, brought the timber down and set the rafts on the sea.
"For there is no one among us who knows how to cut timber like the
Sidonians." (Kings I 5:20). Solomon's men helped the Sidonians,
for it is written specifically that Hiram wrote to Solomon, "And
wo wlll cut whatever timbér you need from Lebanon amd bring it to you
in rafts by see to Jaffa so that you can take it up to Jerusalem.”
(Chronicles II 2:16), We interpret this to mean that the Sidonians
brought the rafts by sea to the coast of Jaffa, and from there
Solomon's workers brought the timber up to Jerusalem. In any case,
the cutting of the trees was done by the Sidonians and not by the

Israelites.

The author inecludes the history of John the Baptist and Jesus

Christ (p. 180 ~ 183). These lines are not founded onr historical
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bases but rather on the New Testament accounts which are conjectures
and in which we do not believe. He states that Jesus "gave a positive
turn to the stendard of Hillel: What is hateful to you do not do

unto your brother." What is this positive tuwrn? Is it possible to
interpret Hillel's standard in another manner and where do we find
even in the New Testament that Jesus established the positive

ethical standard? I ask him to look well into Ozar Vikuhim in the
section on ethies to understand the ethiecs of Jesus. These things

were sald only to educate the Christians,

I have no desire to investigate his choice of which great
leaders of Israel were significent and which were insignificant,
Of note, however, 1s the fact that he didn't mention famous scholars
like /Henri/ Bergson, /Albert/ Einstein, and /Sigmund/ Freud. It
is only my desire in econjunction with my work on the history of
Israel in Americe to suggest that the author did not fulfill his
obligation in his book, written in America with money left by an
American woman and read in the main by Americans, to relate the
history of other lands in detall and to use such a small portion for
the history of the Jews in Amerida. He disregerds important events
and the lives of great men or he mentions them with only a few
words, as he did for Hayim Salomon (p. 607). He mentions Hyman
Levy as & fur trader in New York, but he forgot Uriah P. Levy, a
captain of one of the first givernment ships, and Jefferson Monroe
Levy; and he forgot Adolph‘Marix who was also a leader 1in the
United States Nevy. He mentions Mendes as one of the Marranos and

Conversos but forgot to mention even one of the Mendes family in
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America, rabbis and scholars like Frederick de Sola Mendes and H,

Pereira Mendes. Nor did he mention the Cardoza family. ’Specifically
we ars unable to forgive him for omitting the life of Judah Touro.
Of the Straus family he mentions only Oscar S, Straus, but omitted
Nathen Straus., He forgot Simon Wolf in Wgshington and Julius Rosen-
wald., He forgot Rabbi Benjamin Szold and his daughter, Hemrietta
Szold, and the great scholars, Albert Michelson and Abraham Flexner.
Thers 1s no need to say that he forgot the Chief Rabbi, Rabbi Jacob
Joseph, the great Russian rabbis and the Isaac Elchanan Yeshiva.

He also forgot or didm't know anything of the colonization which
was founded in America and the Jewish labor Movement in America.

He states that the secret organization, Ku Klux Klan, was founded

in 19056 while we already knew this organization to be in existence
at the time of the American Civil War, some forty years previously.
Generally it appears that this book was created to praise only

thogse matters which were interesting to the author like Dropsie
College, Mayer Sulsberger, Cyrus Adler, the Seminary in New York
and Professor Schechter. All of these are certainly deserving of
mention, but they are not enoughe He mentions the Jewish Encyelo-
pedia, but forgot to mention its editor, Dr. Isidore Singer; and

there is no need to say that he made no mention of my Ozar Yisrael.

June 20 -~ /Six Jewish doctors accuse four ether Jewish doctors

of malpractice in Brooklyn/,

June 20 == /Louis Lipsky and meeting of Zionist Organization of
Amerie a_.]o
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July == [ﬁ'. Emanuel Liebmen, distinguished diagnostician,

visits the land of Isreel and praises Hadassah medical worg7.

July =- [Térael Pine, merchant and post, celebrates his eightieth
birthday/,

July == /Henry Ford asks Jews to forgive hin/,
September 5 == /Marcus Loew, theater owner, dies/.

September 26 m= [@manuel Kasanowitz /2/, assistant in archeo-
logical section of National Museum in Washington and contributor

to Jewish Encyclopedia, dieg}ﬁ

October == [5r. Judah Magnes returns to Amerieca to get aid for
Hebrew University/.

October 17 -= /Dr. Hayim Spivek, distinguished physician and

Hebrew writer, dieg].
November 14 =~ /American Jewish Committee and Louis Marshall/.

November =~ /John D. Rockefeller, Jr. gives $2,000,000 for

hospital in land of Israel/,

November m= Zﬁen Avi, editor of Jerusalem daily "Doar HaYom

comes to America; wanted to use Latin letters for writing Hebrew/,

November == /ﬁaldorf Hotel meeting to raise more money for the

land of IsraeL?.

November ~-= [Tehudi Menuhin, boy violinist, has concert in New
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York at age of teg7.

1927 December w- Zﬁr. Jacob Cohen, distinguished physician and community

leader, die§7.

1927 [Rabbi Isaiah Glazer publishes a scientific book on one of the

books of Maimonides' Mishnah Torah with an English translation/.

END OF MEMOIRS
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ARTICLES




THE JENS IN THE NEW LAND <2

In artieles spread throughout my writings I have already
accounted for the histery of the Jews who have come to settle in
the new land, and I have written at length of the Russian Jews
who have found a place of refuge in America. In these previous
articles I promised to describe both their material amd spiritual
conditions. Now with this af¥iele I shall fulfill half of that
promise, Let us consider, thon, the material condition of our
brothers, the children of Iaraql, and thereby make a econtribution
to the periodical, BhAsir. I hope that the reader will fergive me
for the long delay in this task, I hope to complete the second
half, which is the most important, at another time. In that second
half I shall reveal the different characteristics of the spiritual
state of owr brethreg in America..z3

The material eondition of the Jews of the Jews of the Western
Hemisphere is generally very good. A statistical questiomnnaire in
1886 numbered them at some half million. In the United States alone
there are 300,000 Jews and of these approximately 80,000 live in
the city of New Yorke Really their number is much greater than
this for there is virtually no town or village where some few of
our bpethren are not found. Therefore, by my reckoning, I would
set the number of Jews in America at twe thirds of a millien; in
the United States a half milllion, and im the city of New York 125,000,

The official statistical ecount is smaller because Jews are so 1like
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the people among whom thsy live in their dress and in their customs
that they dwell among them and are not recognizable as Jews. Also,
the customs officials at the ports of entry do not ask the foreigner
who comes here of his beliefs. They only seek to know his country
of origin. When the government accepts the immigrant for citizen-
ship, it does not ask about the beliefs of his heart. Therefore,
the only Jews who are officially known to be Jews are those who
outwardly profess it, and it is no wonder then that the count is

smaller than the aetusl number,

IN WHICH OCCUPATIORS ARE THE JEWS ENGAGED IN AMERICA?

In everything; but not in agriculture. "The Jews do not work
the land and they will not work it." This was a familier saying on
the lips of the Christians of Poland. Although this is a 1lis in
respect to the past and perhaps also it will be in respect to the
future, it would seem at this time and in this place these words
are true. An era of Jewish celonization in America has not arrived.
Since the arrival of Russian Jewish immigration even though our philanw-
thropists have donated lerge sums of money and prepared vast coloni-
zation in many areas of the United States, almost all of them have
died befors their alletted time and the rest are still fluttering
between life and death, except for the colony at Vineland, New Jersey
where perhaps there is hope if the philanthropists do not withdraw
their support from it. Gemerally, I do not believe that they shall

succeed in being real farmers for, in my opinion, colonization is
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but the antechamber to business and the entrance from which one can
proceed in other directions., This generation of Jews is not ascustom-
ed to working the lamd. It is very difficult labor, it bends a man's
body, and it does not bring great fortune, On the other hand, busi=
ness somdtimes brings riches in a very short period of time. ZTha
Jews/ are by their very nature more suited and better talented for

spiritual things.

Beautiful is the city because of the man who has the heart of a
Hebrew, In early generations when Israel dwelled in peace and tran=-
quillity in her own land every man under his vine and fig tree, the
Levites used to take the tithe and they did not work the land except
for the outskirts of the city, an area which was given to them., The
priests whe were one step higher /Gohanim/ did not work at all;
they took their trumah from the people., However, since our exile
from ow land, behold in the spiritual world we, the Jews, are all
priests as it is written: "And you shall be unto me a:kingdom of
priests.,” And therefore according to the law, the nations of the
world are obligated to work the lend, and we should take our trumsh --
business. This is the opinion of the Hebrew  aeccording to his lins of
reasoning, and in my opinion there is a grain of self=love in this
thought, for it is man's nature and his manner to choose the good and
to throw off the evil, Planted in every heart is the desire to de
light work while making much profit. And can we help it if the Lord
has graciously given the Jow the knowledge and the insight to choose
business = that through his hand eivilization might broaden and

spread to every corner of the earth, while He has placed the work
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of the land on others? America, too, has given birth to wise sons
like the Yankees who have even higher insight than the Jews, Nor do
they do physical work; rather, they learn skilled crafts, clean and
easy professions, and they engage in commerce. The proof is that if
a man should have two sonms, one wise and the other simple, almost
inevitably the wise one will study books and will engage in trade and

busliness, while the simple one willl work the land.

I gimply can not understand all thls excitement which our writers
are stirring up in the periodicals asking our peopls to lesave commerce
and to engage in working the land. Is it a mizvah and is it found
among the 613 commandments? There are those who cry against us,

"You are obstinate, oh house of Isreel., Why do you persist in lies?
How long will you perplex yourselves with business? Why do you not
bring forth the produce of the land and live in security?" Does any-
ons think that even were the Jews to change overnight 1nt6 farmers

and into workers of the land that those who hate us would stop

this kind of language? Net sol They seek any eccasion to ask many
questions, but they have no desire to hear any answers. If, im

truth, we should all turn into farmers at once, they would find

other oppertunities to make us look guilty., They would say that,

like the leech, we would be drawing out the best juice from their land.
On the other hand, we occasionally hear Christians who generally

love us and treat us as good companions, but who are hypoocritical

when they ask us, "Bshold, shepherds and farmers were your forefathers.
Why, then, have you turned from their good ways and chosen business

which is despised and hated?" To what may this be compared? To
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a fox who hypoeritically praises a raven for its beautiful songe. The
raven, desirous of proving it to be true, opens its mouth to sing and
lets fall a plece of meat that 1s between his teeth. The fox runs
over, grabs it, and mocks the raven and its foolishness, Likewise,
_people praise the deeds of our forefathers who worked the land, and
they counsel the Jews to leave their business which is light work
and yet brings much profit, in order to work the land which saps =
man's strength and his wages are very meager. What will finally
befall them? I am very much afraid thet their end will be 1like that
of the raven’. They will lesve their business to others and then
when they shall be unable to work the land, they will be left

deprived of both al ternatives.

If in Russia, where trade and business are despised and agrie
culture is exalted, the Jéws have laid the latter aside to engage in
the former, how much moreso in America, where both are equal in the
people's eyes. Since it makes no difference whether Jews engage in
agriculture or in trade, is it so amazing that they should comprehend
the situation and should choose that which is best for them ==~ busi=
nessy Of course, they have succeeded even in produsing fruit in
their business, A correspondent of the Boston Herzld writes from

New York:

If we concentrate on the number of Jews in proportion
to the Christian population of New York it may be shown that
their prosperity in ths business world is incomparibly great.
The Jews have acquired millions upon millions of dollars,
and many businesses have come totally into their hand (mono=
polies)s One morning I walked from Union Square by way of
Broadway (large streets) to Wall Street. I raised my head
and concentrated on those things that any villager eould ses,
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that is I read the signs that are on ths places of business.
I counted not less than 650 signs upon which were written
Joewish names. These signs show manmy large wholesale busi-
nesses, partiecularly in women's garments: shawls, clothes,
and millinery. Also I found many large Jewish retail mer-
chants. On ons block I found only one Christian., I turned
into Wall Street, and there, too, I saw many Jews getting
richer, but not by the same margin as above. Among the
bankers and securities dealers there are two lerge Jewish
firms: /J & W/ Seligmen and Compeny and Kuhn, Loeb, and
Compeny, both of which are among the largest in the land.
In the Stock Exchange the Jews Hendricks, Wormser, Marks
and others are found whose influence is felt among the rest
of their friends. Theg make large business transactions
with their customers. ¢4

Almost all of them are very careful in speculating and watch
their gein or loss. They do not throw their money in every direction
without thorough investigation, and they don't put their money in a
risky business &s do some Americans. And, therefore, few indeed are
those who fail in business. In the past year, a year of crisis after
cerisis when daily from every side one heard of large merchants who
lost all of their capital and other possessions, not one Jew was

found among thems

On Division Street /?/ and on Maiden Lane one finds the
merchandising of costume and precious jewelry, both wholesale
and retail, and Jewish names appear both right and left, above
and below, Five million dollers the Jews have taken in by
this business alone which amounts to one third of this total
business. Off West Broedway on Broome, Mercer, White,
Leonard, Greene, Grand and other streets which is the garment
distriet, both ready~-to-wear and dry goods, it appears as &
new Jerusalem. Seventy percent of the large merchants in the
mon's clothing industry ere Jews and the money which they
extract from this industry is $25,000,000. In the industry
of trimming garments the sum is $10,000,000. Ninety five
percent of all women's apparel which is sold in the United
States comes from the Jewish industry who meke from this in-
dustry something like $5,000,000, In the fur industry half
of the merchants are Jews who make up to $19,000,000. The
Jows are the sole merchants of millinery which brings as
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high as forty percent profit, In women's colored materials
(ribbon) the Jews have sixty percent of the industry, and
their investment is some$25,000,000, The Jew is also in
other industries such as tobacco, oil, and all sorts of
intoxicating beverages, wholesale but not retail. He leaves
the Irish to sell the drinks and the Germans to mix the drinks,
for he dces not perticipate in this business, As I was told,
there is not one Jew in New York City who stands behind & bar,
selling individual drinks.25
Since the increase in Russo~Polish immigration, Jews have even
gone into this business., However, almost all of them sell only to

people from their own country.

Particularly distinguishing themselves with wealth have besn
the descendants of those of the Spanish Inquisition who were the
first generation of Jews in America. Because they handle different
kinds of goods of great value, they are almost the only Jewish
merchents who do business in the produce of the field and vineyard
(agriculture), o0il and petroleum. They are members of shipping
firms and friends of all those in the business. Following them in
the order of wealth come the Jews from Bavaria who settled in America
after them. They have cattle and large businesses, own loan companies
and fire and 1ife insurence compenies., Following them in wealth are
owr brothers from the rest of the European countrles. They are
large bankers and securities dealers, own large factories in several
industries, such as tobacco and men's and women's garments. Some
of them are importers especially in the hsédléwprk industiy, ‘Following them
both in wealth end in time of arrival are those from the Duchy of
Pozna, the ma jority of whom aere skilled craftsmen and the minority

are storekeepers ami small merchents who have pawn shops. There are
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approximately 150 pewn shops in New York City and half of them
belong to Jews. The botbom rung of the ledder of wealth is held

by those who come from Hungary and psrticularly those from Galicise
Almost all of them are poor and eke out a2 living with great hard~
ships Some sell merchandise from house to house, while others make

a living in ciger factories. The m jority of the Jewish beggars come

from the masses of these people,

Even surpassing them in poverty are the Russian born whose con=
dition I shall describe with urgency and at length. Most of them,
indeed all of them, came from the land of their birth with neither
money nor a trade nor even a knowledge of the English languege.

They have labeled these strangers, and rightly so, "greenhorns™ for
they are umripe villagers who have not ripened and whose faces are
still green. What do these “greenhorms™ do? Their youth start by
learning an easy trade, spending approximately $15 for tuition for
the worke. Then they work for nothing fer approximately three months,
after which they earn from $3 to $6 a week. The girls learn to sew
women's clothes, coats and jackets, and their pay is from $3 to $6

a week. The boys learn to sew men's clothes, and their pay is $5
to $6 a week, Some choose to go into business which brings less
money, but if their pay is not so large at the beginning, they hope

that soon they shmll advance and become businessmen,

The "greenhorns” can be divided into three groups. One group
includes those who learn to sew clothing and those tailors already

skilled in sewing in their place of origin but who must learn the



American custom very fast. It will seem unbelievable to a Russian

tailor that an American tailor can sew twelve jackets or skirts 1in
one day. Of course, the work is extremely difficult. From morning
until evening the tailor sits at his sewing mechine, hiz foot stretch-
ed forth and the wheel turning, his body bent over like a reed
stretching over the mackine with the fingers of both hands holding the
meterial, Often he works in thls manner for fifteen hours a day. The
tailor makes from $10 to $18 a week during the busy season, but the

needlework trade stops for some three to four months in the year.

The second group consists of those who wark in factories and who
generally must profane the Sabbath and rest on Sunday. They work

only ten hours a day, and their pay is from $8 to $15 a week. Others

receive less pay than this.

The third group consists of the peddlers. Those who think that
all the Jews in America are peddlers are mistaken, for in truth they
are a minority in relation to the number of Jewish storekeepers and
merchants and craftsmen, Consider that much more than 100,000 Jews
live in New York City and the number of peddlers among them is not
more than 5,000 souls. And emong the two thirds of a million Jews
who are scattered throughout the United States there are not more than
10,000 peddlers, the majority of whom have recently immigrated here.
The percentage of peddlers among the general population is far greater,
Most peddlers make rounds in the city with green vegetables and fish
and other kinds of food, but the Jewish peddlers, in the majority, sell

used clothing, purses and costume jewelry of little value,
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There are two kinds of Jewish peddlers; +those who stay in the
city and those who peddle from village to village with a bundle of
goods on their back, When they are able, they buy horses and a cart
to carry them and their goods, Then they get a store or a whole=
sale house in one of the cities or villages in which they had started
selling from a bundle. Some have advanéed and prospered quickly,
making a good name in that community. The majority of the peddlers
in the villages are bachelors and live alone. Some are God-fearing
and take their own food with them so that they can eat with & non=-
Jew, but others defile themselves with forbidden foods. They sell
their articles for cash but their work is much more difficult than

the peddlers in the city.

City peddlers carry their goods in a sack hung on saddle bags
in front of them. Others go with a bundle on their backs, and there
are some who do both. Many begin to peddle tin utensils in the city.
Some begin with firewood and small goods and others with trousers,
coats and Jjackets., The peddler's livelihood can not We frowned upon,
for the work is as difficult as the splitting of the Red Sea, par-
ticularly for beginners who are not accustomed to this kind of life.
If a man is healthy, strong;has a powerful body, and has not been
paempered in his youth, he may begin to peddle in the city. Even he,
when he carries such a load, will find the work very difficult ~=
on his feet every day from morning until eveming going from house to
house with his goods, climbing stairs in five and six story buildings
(end some even higher than this) knocking on the door to ask like a

beggar that they buy something from him. Add to this the fact that
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most people laugh and mock at him for hls language is unintelligi-
ble and he mutters. And in how many buildings must he go up and come
down until he finds a buyer who can understand what he is saying and
will then desire to buy his goods. Worse even than this is the lot
of the man who does not agree to this kind of work, who will not

run on his feet all day and will not carry a bundle on his back.

And carrying utensils is especially difficult, for they are a heavy
$iring burden and they sap the strength of the peddler who is bent
under a yoke all day., Thearefore, it is no wonder if men who in their
native land had been bound to the house of study, had been wedded te
study, had been students of Yeshivas, learned men, cantors, ritual
glaughterers, homileticians, translators, and wine merchants; it

is no wonder then that men such as these should feel bitter and should
curse their lot and their goods and America together with Columbus

who "founded" this land which swallows up its inhabitants.

Yot, all beginnings are hard, and so the first days of work for
these new peddlers are very difficult. Their earnings are meager for
they peddle in the city with articles of little value, English is
strange to them and they must try their prowess at selling beauti-
ful goods which depend upon the salesmanship in most cases. Yet,
little by little the peddler learns the langusge of the land, and he
finds buyers who recognize him as & good man, and they prefer him
over the rest of the peddlers. Then he does not need to be on his
feet all day and to knock on doors for nothing. Sometimes people
still shame him, people whom he might seek at a time when they don't

want him. Then he begins to go only to his regular customers who
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will always accept him happily, and if they do not need him on that
day they let him know of a special day when he may return again to
their house and what kind of goods he should bring to them. Then
he does not need to carry his entire bundle all of the time, but he
cen choose those items which have been ordered by his regular cus=-
tomers. The peddler may beeome a "customer peddler,” whose earnings
are greater and labors are lessened. In time if the customers find
the peddler who comes regularly a man very much like them, they will
accord him a measure of honor and will treat him as if he were a
brother. They will praise him to their neighbors and their acqueinte-
ances, saying that this peddler is a trustworthy person who stands
upon his word and that it is possible to trust hims Thus, the
peddler will find new customers. These peddlers sell their goods

on credit, and therefore they lose approximately one third of their
earnings. The customers pay them a set amount weekly or monthly,.
Peddlers such as these really can make a large profit for they de
everything to better their relations with their customers. For
example, the peddler will give some clothing on credit to ﬁhe wife
of a day laborer and she will pay him by the week or by the month,
Had the peddler not sold her the goods on credit, she would not have
been able to buy clothes or household articles, but would have
bought only trifles. Yet, her husband might lose his money in a
bad manner or in & public bar, for this is the way of non-Jewish
dey laborers and craftsmen in America =~ not to care for tomorrow,
They come together and immediately spend all the money which they

have made. Then when they stop work the following week, nothing is
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lof't. They must buy all their food suppliss on eredit until they
begin to work again and to meke a profit. And then they give monsy
to their wives. So thes peddler loses, but his lot is no worse than

that of the shopkeeper who also must sell food on credit.

The best customers are the Irish, for, generally, even though
they have a temper, they are goodhearted and are not so precise with
the peddler even if they find that he has profitted a 1ittle too
muche The worst customers are the Germans who always want Lo buy
"finds™ and to put one over on the peddler, The Yankees or the
native born buy very little from the peddler for mosf of them are
rich and are able to pay high prices for their goods, and their
wives do not want to sit at home waiting for the peddler to come to
them. They love to dress beautifully and to show themselves off
outside the home. They frequent the large shops and buy for them=
selves whatever strikes their faney. This is called "shopping” in

English.

Not all of them remain peddlers all thelr life, for when they
have accumulated enough monsy, they become shopkeepers and merchants
who sell retail or to peddlers. Almost all the large Jewish busi-
nessmon who have come to America were at one time peddlers. A man
told me that he saw the banker, Joseph Seligmen who is the richest
Jow in America, forty years before as a village peddler. Since owmr
Russian brothers have been here such a short time, most of them are
peddlers while only a few are shopkeepers. TYst in time the peddlers

will become merchants. There are, of course, still many branches of
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trade which have not been tried, such as stesel and produce and
others, However, very soon their hand shall be in this as well,
Few are the yoars since one man began in the furniture business, and
now sevoral engage in this and are doing well. The coat business
was not known to them before, but I, the writer, was almost the first
teh yoars ago when I began to manufacture coets and jackets. Many
learnsd from me, have tried it, and have prospered. Besides the
merchant and peddler who buy from them and have profitted theredby,
many Jews and their wives have found a source of sustenance, for
they learned to sew with machines and their wages are from $5 to
$10 a week. A large percentage of the tailors who make my goods

are Rusgian, for I chooss them and their work.

The Russian refugees do not remain Russians or Poles all thelr
life, for when they have become wealthy they move uptown from the
lower part of the ¢ity, and there they change overnight into German
Joews as if from birth., Really there is no difference between the
Russian Jew and the German Jew except in dollars emd cents ~-- but it
soems to me that this remark belongs to the spiritual situation ef
the Jews, and it is my intention to write about it in a special article

which I shall consider at anothar time.




THE FOUNDATION OF THE NEW SEMINARY 26

How long will you vecillate between
two positions? (Kings I 18:21)

INTRODUCTION

Before I gpeak about the rabhinical seminary in New York City
founded by the Conservatives, I shall make a few remarks about that
seminary which the Radicals, led by Dr. Wise, have founded in Cin-
cinnati, I shall beglin my article with an introduction similar te
an entrmace to & house or an antechamber to a main hall. I do this
for two reasons: (1) +to give the reader a knowledgeable opinion of
Judaism in America in goneral, and (2) that he may judge the two
;;shi#ot better through understanding and knowledge. He may then
decide for himself if both of them are good, or perhaps the oppesite,

or that only one is goed and which it is.
JEWISH GROUPS IN AMERICA

Judaism in America is divided into three divisions or parties:
Orthodox, Conservative, and Radical. That is to say, those who believe
in the old, those who steer the middle road, and those who take the
other extreme. Judaism in general is llke the ladder which Jacob saw
in his dream, planted in the earth but with its top extending into the

very heavens. Those who have taken hold of it are going up and coming
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down in endless stages one sbove the other, and if I tried to explain
each group separately there would be no snd to the matter. Therefore,

I shall speak only concerning the major groups.

Those who believe in the old tradition are those who walk in the
paths of their fathers who taught them what they had received from
their fathers and the fathers of their fathers back to the masters
of the HalaHah, Their words have come down in a straight line, and
their Torah isalight unto their feet., They may not turn from it
either to the right or to the left. These bellevers, it should be
stated, have an authority upon which they cen lean == the Shulhan
Arun, The Radicals who teke the other extreme position are a stubborn
lot. They choose a Jewish belief only if it suits their fancy, and

the rest they pass into the scrap pile.

The Conservatives have made a compromise between these two. They
are the third major group, and they try to strike a balance between
the two extremes, Really they are like the antelope and the badger
concerning which the rabbis could not decide whether they should be

put in the general eatsgory of wild or domesticated beasts,



=179~

THE ORTHODOX

It is impossible to investigate the Orthodox position, for on
every question which the investigator might ask, the answer would be
forthcoming from "faith" and the great authority, the Shulhan AruK,
The intelligent man might ask philesophically, "How was the world
founded?® But a son of the ﬁ;use 6f.Rav will make a reckoning of the
foundation of ths world from the Bible, Darwin searched all his life
and finally discovered the evolution of man from the monksy, but the
Orthodox will answer him flippantly that from a piece of dust was men
created and from one of his ribs God created his wife from him.
Seientists and astronomers wonder at the marvels in the heavens and
on the earth, They ask, "How did all this come about? Who ereated
these?" The answer of the Orthodox is Gode "And from where do you
know this?" "My faith."™ Now is there an answer short;r and stronger
than this? The Orthodox law is the same for both the notable and
the insignificant, the wise and the ignorant., Their rabbls are
"lawyers" who teach the Halalkah according to their authority, the
Shulhan AruM. But they are not judges who decide every matter on
their own authority. Rather any conscientious student who studies
and masters the law could interpret Biblical passages as his rabbi
had done, so that any Jew could depend on him for correct judgment,
There are large communitiss in Russia and Poland whiech, according to
my grendfather, had been without a rabbi, They resolwved their prob-
lems according to strict Talmudic law. Any man who was an expert

in the Shulban Aruk was able to interpret the Halakah K and he did
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not need to be a rabbi. I remember once the cantor begen to sing
"Av Herahemim"in a loud voice on the Sabbath on which it is not
gsung. He was making a mistake. The rabbi who was praying there
also forgot. Suddenly a shrill véice, the volice of a twelve year
old hoy, was heard from the far side of the synagogue. A staff in
his hand, he called out and warned ths cantor that he must stop.
He proceeded to show the law in his prayerbook that "Av Harahamim"
is not sung on that Sabbath, For a moment silence reignedj then
everyone shock his head and the cantor did not finish singing., A
lad with his authority, the Shulhan Aruk, isimore powerful than rabdi
and dignitary who go against this authority -= a c¢lear and telling
proof of 1ts supremacy. Were all the rabbls placed on one balance
of the scale and the condensed Shuhan Aruk on the other, alas it

would outweigh them all,
THE RADICALS

At the other extreme the Radicals aecept no authority. They
teke from the law of Moses only that which, acecording to their in-
terpretation, is compatible with the civillzation and to the century
in which they live. Through the years they have given increased
importance to culture and civilization, whereas they have given
decreased significanee to the commandﬁents in the law of Moses.

They do have a faith; the law of the nation in which they live is
their authority. They fesl that as long as that nation does not

hinder the Christien churdh, their synagogue is safe. They call
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themselves Jews only because the world is not yet cosmopolitan
enough to discern the irrelevance of man's origin or place ef

birth., Are not all of us brothers, the children of one Fgther?

And why should man be raised over his fellow man? But civilization
has not yst arrived at that great height. Therefore, the English-
man can praise his land, and the Frenchman cen give glory to his.
The Germen can think himself greater than the Italian not because of
the manner in which he has lived his 1life, but rather merely becausse
of the fact that he happened to have besn born in that land. Writers
call it "nationalism.™ I title it Megotism" which turns & man in-
ward and cuts him off from the rest of the worlde Therefore, these
Jews think of themselves as Israslites only becauss it is their

religion, -

In truth, there is no difference whatsoever between these Jews
end Christianse The fact that they belisve in one God is not enough
to merit them the name “Jew," for Moslems also believe in ome God,
These Jews believe in the immortality of the soul == so do the Christians,
Acting righteously and justly is not the duty of the Jew alone but
rather 13 a general obligation, the obligation of every man in the
human races Are their synagogues different from Christlian churches?
No! In the synagogue structure itself there is not one differsnce.
The sermons of their preachers are exactly the same as those of
Christian preachers, only sometimes perhaps they will change the name
of the son to the name of the Father. But that is all. In other ways

they are like the Christians, They do not bslieve in our righteous
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messiah or in the resurrection of the deade They do not circumeciss
the flesh of their foreskin. They eat forbidden food. They permit
their daughters to marry non-Jews. Thus we see that they are exactly
as the Gentiles in every respect. The guestion, then, is since they
are not different from the Christian, why do they bear the neme Jew?
This is the reason for my previous remarks concerning how they cone

celve their nationalism.

THE CONSERVATIVES

Those who are given the name Conservative teke the middle roed
but wish %o go in both directions. They have not decided on either
path, but rather they remain a part here and a part there. Their
rabbis' cpinions are in such sharp contrast one from the other that
they remind one very much of the different appearance of eagh plague
and of the gelden calf which wes a mixture of many small and diverse
fragments, Everyone builds for himself and makes his own Shulhen
Aruvk according to his own will and dé9sire as seems right in his
eyes without anyons to challenge him, Some are partial to the Portue
guese synagogue, Shearith Israel, because their service is set accord-
ing to the order in the Shulhan Aruk, and men and women sit apart.
Yet, in the homes of many of their friends not a hint of Judaism is
recognizable., They eat every kind of unkosher foed and mix meat and
milk. Many profane the Sebbath immediately following the prayer
service. They go from the synagogue directly to their stores.

Perhaps the Torah of the Conservatives is that one observes the
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religion of Israel only in the house of prayer, but whem hs goes
out from there he is free from all the commandments of the law.
Perhaps this is the meaning of what Rebbi Einhorn said, "The God

of the house of prayer is owr God, end not the God of the dininmg
room and kitchen.," Even though in his generation Dr. Einhorn was
considered a Radical, Dr. Kohler, his son-in-law, considered him to

be a Zadik, a Conservative.

We can not judge a Conservative congregation by its name alone for
often the name covers the deed as the words of diplomats cover up
their thoughts. There are those congregations whose names are pleasant,
but whose deeds are not so pleasant. Nor are we able to judge the con-
gregetion by the rabbi or preacher who expounds theres. Often the ideas
of the rabbi are radically different from those of the congregant, and
sometimss also the rabbi's deeds deviate from his own opinions, For
example, the deceased Dr. /Adolph/ Hiibsch preached at Congregation
Ahavat Heseds He was known to all as a Radical , and he led the con-
gregation in the radical spirit., When he died, immediately they
chose Ir, ZZlexande§7 Kohut in his place. While standing on one foot,
the congregation cheanged to Conservative, though they changed neither
their ways nor their prayer service at all. In the prayer service the
congregation had omitted certain prayers referring to the sacrifices,
They had re=interpreted the prayers concerning the redemption of the
Mgssiah and the resurrection of the dead. Yet, Dr. Kohut did not
reproach them for this, nor did he alter the congregation's traditions

esteblished by Dr. Hibsche Yet,we know that Dr. Kohut is a learned
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man, a magnificent preacher, an expert in Hebrew literature (among
the books which he edited is "Aruk HaShalem™), Therefare, we con-

gsider him a Conservative,

Thus the Conservative, as the Radical, has no authority for he
relies on the Shulhan Aruk for only a small fraction of his ministry.
If one takes the position that there are certain errors found in the
Shulban Aruk, it is possible to infer that it is full of errors from
the beginning to the end. For who has the right to distinguish be=
tween the laws once the principle of revelation is gone? Can the
Conservative rabbis? Are they authorities? Far doesn't yow bonds=
man himself requirs a bondsman?27 And if we must choose between our
teacher, Joseph Care, who has exalted men's soul in order that he mey
die in the tent of the Torah, and between Dr. Conservative who makes
the Torah & business and from it harvests several thousand dollars
annually; it is better that we belisve in the integrity of the
former than in the decelt of the latter, about whom it is said in
seripture, "He is a trader, the balance of deceit is in his hands.”

(Hosea 1238),

The Torah of the Orthodox is like the great wall of Chins that
has surrounded the capitol of Peking. They had closed it off, and
no European was allowed to come into the city. Many days it was
closed, and no one came out or entered., When civilizaticn finally
penetrated, it burst within and split open the gates. Once it began
to penetrate, what was the difference if men entered by one door or

a hundred doors? If carried to its logical conclusion, there could
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be enough entrances so that all men could enter at one time. The
difference is that with only one door open the time that all can enter
is greatly extended, but through many doors all may rush in at once.
Yot in the end they may all enter, and each man in turn mey walk in

~ peacefully, all through one entremce, The difference is only the

amount of time needed to complete the total penetration,

The authority of the Shulhen Arnk is the well of Judaism ageinst
he who would break the rules or destroy from without. When that
wall of authority is removed and one door opened, if even as tiny as
the hole in & fine needie, the resulting cleavage to the wall would
grow to the size of an opening into & hall, Once restriction is
removed, behold, it is as the besleged city, and anyone who wishes

may enter and do as seems right in his own eyes.

The Greeks represented the god of faith by a statue of a perfect
youth with closed eyes. The believer was to shut his eyes that he
should not see, However, if he opened his eyes, what was the difference
whether he saw with éne eye or with two? In my opinion the dam of Con=
servatives and Radicals is pointed in the same direction. The differ=-
ence between them is only the time element, The Radical runs a fast
race, He wants to implement his desires speedily. The Conservative
moves deliberately and gets to his goal late, He 1s an out and out
hypoecrite, His deeds are exactly as the Radical, but he will not
reveal them for all to see., His Justification for this hypocricy is
that the time has not yet arrived for thate The Redical, on the other

"hand, does everything in the sight of all and is not ashamed,



THE EIGHT ESSENTIAL PRINCIPLES OF THE
RADICAL RABBIS

The Redical rabbis convened in Pittsburg in 1885 led by Dr.
Wise and Dr. Kohler. They made several resolutions in matters of

religion, and these are they:

First, God is not corporeal, and one can not comprehend him
as having a body.

Second, the _.Jews have been chosen as priests of the Lord to
teach the unity ef the Lord, the way of faith and ethics to all who
dwell on earth., The bocks of the Bible are not contrary to the
scientific findings in these, owr days. They were written according
to the spirit of that time and according to what was known then.
Somstimes they embellish their words with wonderful stories, with
miracles and miresculous events to meke known the prévidence of the
Creator and his justice with the children of men.

Third, there are many statutes in the Torah of Moses which were
established to respond to the need of the time in which the children
of Israel lived on thelr land, These laws were to train them and
prepare them for their mission which is to spread faith amdng the
peoples of the earth., Now we need orly the ethical commandments, and
it is incumbent upon us to practice only those laws through which our
soul will be exalted and senctified. Therefore, we should abandon
thet which is in opposition to the thoughts and weys of progress and

civilization.
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Fourth, the laws of diet, ritual cleanliness, and apparel made
of mixed wool and linen belong to the history of time past. They
are ideas which are strange to our time. Since they can not aid us
any longer, they place a stumbling block in our spiritual and ethical
paths,.

Fifth, the mission of Israel, the establishment of the kingdom
of truth, justice, and righteousness in the world, is closely connecte
ed with the Diaspora. We are not a netion, but a religious community.
Therefore, we do not hope for & return to Jerusalem nor to offer
sacrifices through the Aaronie priesthood. We do not wish to practice
laws which ere dependent upon and associated with the land of Israel.

Sixth, the Jewish religion can not stand on its own foundation
alone, but must keep in step with the growth of general knowledge,
It ig necessary for us to keep the memory of the generations and events
of our history which have passed. The Christian and Moslem religions,
which are sisters to the Jewish religion, aid it to spread the knoww
ledge of the Lord and the ethical law., The spirit of love for the
human race which beats in the heart of this generation should also be
within us and should ceuse us to stretch forth the hand of brother-
hood, peace, and friendship to all who would help us to establish
the Kingdom of truth and righteousness for all inhaﬁitants of the earthe.

Seventh, we believe in the immortality of the soul and deny the
resurrection of the dead, Paradise, and Hell,

Eighth, the statutes of Moses which strive to regulate the rela=
tion between poor and rich are goode Our duty is to constantly strive

to solve these questions with Justice and with righteousness and to
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bring to fruition the friendliness which is planted and which blossoms

forth in owr society in these days.

Concerning these resolutions, the Conservatives have thundered
forth, and writers whose opinions are Conservative have blewn loud
blasts on their shofars, especially in newsprint. They have put
these resolutions in the center‘of the battlefield and have moved
into combat. They say that these resolutions have no portion in
what 1s tressured as the inheritance of the Lord. Let us examine
each resolution in turn end see if they are in opposition to the

actual deeds of the Conservatives.

The first and the last resolutions ars agreed upon by the
Orthodox as well, The second resolution (thaf they do not believe
in miracles and wonders) is a matter of personal conviction. It
appears to me that the Conservatives also do not believe in the
staff of Aaror which turned into & real sneke or that the Lord opened
the mouth of the Leviathan to speak as men speak. In any case, not

one of these rabbis would openly agree to such a miracle.

The third resolution is a puzzle to me. I am not sure to which
of the commandments their words allude. If to the words which depend
on the land, they have no point for the Orthodox will agree that these

commandments are not observed at this time.

The fourth resolution gives them permission to have unkosher
meat, ritual uncleanliness, and apparel made of mixed wool and linen,

Many Conservative rabbis are not truly observant in these matters.
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Perhaps they do not eat swine meat and snsls when dining in publie
as the Reformido, but they do eat non~kosher meat in their homes.
The wives of many do not purify themselves from their uncleanliness,

and they wear shop-made clothes of mixed wool and linen.

The fifth resolution is the denial of the age-old hope for ths
robturn to Zion and for the restoration of the sacrificial service in
Jerusalem. Many Conservative congregations do not have a prayer for
the return to Zion, One of their leading rabbis, Dr. /Sabato/
Morais, stated publicly that he did not believe in the sacrificial

service becauss of the fact that Jews are living in the Diaspora,

The Conservatives agree on the sixth resolution. They, too
believe in the value of seculdr knowledge. The seventh resolution
is shared by the Conservatives, They do not believs in the resurrecw=
tion of the dead, only in the immortality of the soul, Howsver, con-
cerning Paradise there are differing opinions. Yet, it may be said
that their conviction is not very strong. I suspect they strongly
doubt that they shall eat the Leviathan ani Wild Bull or that they
shall drink wine from the vineyards grown during the six days of
creation when they go to Heaven. Likewise concerning Hell their
opinion is not forcefully stated, and they certainly have doubts

concerning the truth of the seven layers of Purgatory.

Therefore, it is possible to say that there is no difference
between the Conssrvatives and the Radicals except that the former
are pure at heart, like babes who hide under their mothers'! petti-

coats, They dread stating their opinions publicly. They follow
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the lead of their rabbis who say, "Do as I say, and not as I do.™
The Raedicals, on the other hand, are outspoksn. They know their
mind., They do what they think right. They make known what they do.
Their rabbis reveal their opinions often and publicly, and they do

whet they demand others to do.

The conclusion to be drawn from the preceding is obvious. There
are only two directions =« the way of the Orthodox and the way of the
Reform. Hs who goes in the first diresction will remain a Jew all his
days, faithful to his religion and faithful to his Torah, the Shulhan
Aruk; but once he 1lifts his Orthodox yoke from upon his neck, the
only direction left for him to teke is the Radical. Therefore, it is
to the Conssrvatives that I ask, "How long will you vacillate between
the two positions? If your faith is Orthodox, pursue itl If Reform,
pursue 1t; but operate with my measwring rods Pleasge do not dis-
1llusion us by saying, 'In our mouths we have a Conservative faith,

but owr hearts are far from it'."

Lot us return to our original consideratlion, that is, the new
sominary of the Conservatives founded in our city, New York, vis-a-
vis the rabbinicel college in Cincinneti. Among the many questions:
(1) For which group was the college in Cincinnati founded?

(2) 1Is this ¢ollage essential for Judaism in America?
(3) Will it fulfill the desire of those who have founded it?
(4) 1Is it larger or smller than the need?

(5) If it is found that it was founded for only one group, is there
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a necessity for another group to found a>college for itself?

(6) If so, with what changes?

I shall attend the first matter first and the last, last. The
president and founder of the college in Cincinnati is Dr., Isaac
Meyer Wise, who carries the flag of Reforme. He desires to make
rovisions in our religien according to the time and the place, With
the assistance of many rabbis among the Reform group he founded the
Hebrew Union College in July, 1873 in the city of Cincinnati after he
had enough power in his hands to unite some one hundred congregations
in America into the Union of American Hebrew Congregations, the

organization which is responsible for and finances the college yearly.

Dr. Wise in his letter to me last month (April, 1886) wrote the

following (he wrote in German using Hsbrew characters):

Never has such a permanent establishment been erected and
grovn in America in such a short time as has the rabbinieal
college in Cincinnati. When the idea occured to found 1it,
everyone laughed mockingly, and they did not really believe
that American born children, who then did not know Judaism
and had no apparent desire to learn matters relating to
Judaism and Hebrew literatuwre, could understand Mishnah and
Gamorrah, Midrash and Philosophy. All thought it to be an
impossible matter. ™Where is the American who would want to
be a rabbi?" was heard from all Jews, "The Torah has been
forgotten in Israel, it has fallen and shall not rise again,”
they were thinking. People with widely varying opinions
determined our policy, and therefore the shudent body consists:
of both Orthodox and Reform students. Nonethelass, we began.
Don't ask how or with what{ With one teacher I toiled daily
in a dark room under a synagogue., I taught like an elemen=
tary teacher who starts with the alphabet. I knocked on the
doors of the riech to ask for some copies of the Pentateuch
and old prayerbooks in order to have a text for "The Sayings
of the Fathers" and "Psalms.” Now, thank God, we have a
collbsction of books which amounts to some 10,000 volumes and
a beautiful and splendid building which is the finest of all
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rabbinical semimariss in the worlde. The first students
to have graduated as rabbis are Zﬁosep&] Krauskopf, Zﬁbnrx]
Berkowitz, /David/ Philivson and /Israel/ Aaron.
the second class are Joseph Stolz, /Joseph Silverman,
[Hax/ Heller, /Louis/ Grossmann, and /Isaac/ Rubinstein.
They have all found a position for themselves and their con-
grogations are well satisfied with them. College students
who study for a period of eight years may acquire the title
Doctors They are more lesrned than the Doctors who have had
an equivalent period of training in one of the rabbinical
schools in Germany.
The cost of the college was $30,000, The yearly expenditure is
$15,000 for the professors and teachers besides some $3,000 to
support the poorer students and cover miscellaneous expenses. Add
to this the expenses of the school in Temple Emanu E1 in New York
which is like a branch of the College and in which the students
who want to galn acceptance in the college are prepared. According
to the reports of 1885, ths treasurer had $80,600, and the pledged

obligations of contributors amounted to some $20,000.

The College was not founded for one party. The unlon of the
congregations which control it has constituents with divergent
religious views. Therefore, the direction of the College is inclined
to the strength of the majority, and accordingly the majority influ-
ences the spirit of the Judaism found there. The aim of the directors
of the College is to teach the religion of Israsl and Hebrew litera=
ture to these youngsters in order to make them rabbis and preachers
in America. But they do not teach them te be Orthodox, Conservative,

or Radical,

The rabbinical seminary is, in my opinion, liks a school where

methods of how to trade are taught, but where no specific trade is
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foreed upon the students. The purpose is to teach only the general
principlss of trade, and when the student finishes his studies, he

may choose which trade he desires to ply.

A relevant note is necessary here. It is impossible to recognize
whether the path taken will be that of the Reform or the Orthodox
from the curriculum at the College. The curriculum includes Torah,
Prophets, and Writings; translation of the Mishnah and the Gamorah
with Rashl commentary and Tosafot; Midrash; +the Guide to the Per=
plexed; the Mishneh Torah and the Shulhan Aruke Who can state that

these books oppose the Orthodox position?

It is true that the directors and the leaders 61‘ the rabbinical
school are Radicals, and undoubtedly they imbue their students with
their intellectual spirit, Yet, the student can still choose as he
desires from the congregationswithin the Union. If the number of
congrogations with Orthodox leanings grows, perhaps they will out=

number the others,

A rabbinical school is a useful institution and is a necessity
for Judaism in America for meny reasons. First, why should we be
forced te seek rabbls from other countries if they can be found
here? Second, those rabbls who immigrate from Europe are strange
to the American way of life, and they do not have the spirit of the
native=porn. Third, they do not know the language of the country
and must speak in a foreign tongue. Fourth, we can not know a

rabbi's gualifiications and character before he arrives. There are
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many rabbis whom we accept in large congregations only afterwards
to discover that they had previously been converted and had sinned
beyond all measure against the Lord. On the other hand, the lineage
of the American-trained rabbi is well knom to us, and we can trace

his character and qualities from childhood.

There 1is no doubt that the rabbinical school will fulfill the
hopes of its founders and satisfy the dreams of those who are actively
engaged in it. They will see the fruit of their labors. Already,
famous rabbis have come from Cincinnati who have been accepted in
honored congregations in America. They are better rabbis than those

who have come from outside the country.

The College 1s an ever-broadening institution,and it is sufficient

to supply the need of the inereasing number of congregations in
America with its yearly graduating classes. As a matter of fact, it

is foreseeable that in the future there may be more rabbis then con=
gregations by the ratio of seven to one as the number of doctors may
overtake the number of sicke The only difference between them is that
doctors know beforehand, and they can inecrease the number of their
patients, while rabbis have no way of increasing the number of con-

gregations,

We see, then, that the Hebrew Union College was not founded for
one group alone. Therefore, is there a necessity to found another
college? My answer is: if only the Radicals had founded the College

and their aim from the beginning was to fashion only Radical rabbis,
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and the Conservatives did not have the power to taks over the leader=
ship of the College from them in order to change it to their bellefs
and their spirit; if, in truth, this were so, there is no doubt that
they should erect & new semlnary for the preperation of Conservative

and Orthodex rabbis.

If, then, they are creating a new seminary, what changes should
they institute: In my opinlon many changes are necessary, and these
‘are they:

(1) They should legislate against accepting Radical congregations
Into their group lest in a matter of time when the movement
grows they will only defeat their ovn purpose,

(2) The leaders and teschers of the new seminary should be strictly
obgservant 1n their relligious practice and should not transgress
even & minor commendment among those in the Torah.

(3) They should study with covered heads, and the studies themselves
should be in strict accord with the Shulhan Aruk.

(4) They should accept only very young students, six to eight years
of age. Ths language of this country should be taught in the
seminary so that there would be no necessity for the student
to attend a general public schoole. By having to resort to
public school they would waste the greater part of the day.
After an hour or two for eating and fer rest, there would

romain only a short amount of time for his rabbinic studies,

If, then, the reader should ask why make these changes, the

answer is that there is a world of difference between such a seminary
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end the Radical college. The Torsh that the Radical studies would be
superficial in comperison to the Torah of a Conservative rabbinical
student, To the Radical secular knowledge is basic, and the know-
ledge of the Lord is extrinsice. For him it is more necessary to
know Latin and Greek and thé theology and myrthology of ancient
peoples than to know Hebrew literature, which is only the spice of the
meal for him., However, the emphasis should be exactly reversed with
the Conservative. Hebrew literature should be his most essential
study in which he is constantly engaged, and secular knowledge only
extraneous. He should study it but an hour or two per day. If the
founders do not institaté.my suggested changes, thers will be no
difference whatsoever between the seminary which they want to base

on their point of view and between the college in Cineinnati.

I have reflected upon the matter, and I would like to explain

my position. There should be no change from the pattern set by Dr.

Wiise. The proof is the fact that the Redicals receive into their
movement any who will join them, and they accept money from all

who will give, never asking whether he is Comservative or Orthodox.
In addition, they have legislated that every community or congrega-
tion which gives $25 annually may send one delegate to represent

its point of view in meking policy for the Colleges For every
additional $25 they have the right to send another delegate, so

that for every $25 or fraction thereof they mey add another repre-
sentative, This being the case, figure for yourself, my intelligent

resder: if there are forty Orthodox congregations and each must




obligate itself to give $25, they could give a total of $1,000 and,
thereby, send forty men to represent the forty congregations. But
there is one wealthy Radical congregation alone which has donated
$1,500. By so doing they have the right to send sixty representatives.
They could nullify contrary opinion simply by their majority and could
force the minority to its will without resistance. Nonetheless, rabbis
whose opinions do not fall into the Radical camp have been elected

to leadership in the movement, and there is no doubt that they are
considered among the higher eschelons. Apd if this is se, what have

the scholars accomplished with their new resolutions?

At this writing there 1is considerable doubt if they will be able
to begin the new rabbinical school on firm foundations, ard if,
finally, they will be able to overcome all the stumbling blocks and
accomplish their geal., If they do not attempt to make the above
innovations which I have listed, then they shall not be different
from the College in Cincinneti in the least., Therefore, from the
very outset I shall prophesy that on the vine planted in this vine-
yerd upon which they hope to bring forth sweet grapes the Conservative
rabbis will come out as unripe grapes and the Radicals at the other

extreme, asg pious and traditional.

The day will come when all shall understand that which is before

them, and then they will not vacillate between the two positions,
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NOTES TO TRANSLATION

Just as the Torah Section "After the Death™ is followed imme=
diately by "Holy,"™ so & man is made to look completely pure
after hils death regardless of his deeds.

Marcus Jastrow, A Dictionary of the Targumim, the Talmud Babli
and Yerushalmi, and the Midrashic Literature (New York: Pardes
Publishing House, Inc., 1950), pe 216, Miggo is a legal rule
by which a men's statement is accepted as true on the grounds
that, if he had intended to tell a lie, he would have invented
one more advantageous to his case.

Many of the original newspep er articles are in the Eisenstein
Collection at the Jewish Theological Seminary, New York, New York,

The title is misleading. In this section Jo D. E. merely briefly
deseribes his family background, early tralning, and two letters
written in 1872 on his experiences in travel and early impressions
of New York.

Leon E. Seltzer (ed.), The Columbia Lippincott Garzetteer of the
World (New York: Columbia University Press, 1952), p. 1200
This city had a population of 12,000 before World War II and
4,000 in 1946, It was 75% Jewish a trade center in the Lublin
Province in East Poland.

Harif, one who delves deeply into the minutae of a subjecte

Seltzer, loce cits Miedzyrzec was known for its flour mill.

The- . only extant attempt at poetry by J. D. E.

OED, A parasang is a German measure equal to approximately
four miles.

Ibid. A korec is a Polish measure equal to approximately three
and & half bushels,

Seltzer, loc. cits Northeast Rumania, a large Jewish center
before World War II.

Used as an accrostic, the first letter of the words Shir,
Laraah, Mashkani and Haviani spell Solomon in Hebrew.

Isidore Singer (ed.), The Jewish Encyclopedia (New York;
Funk & Wagnalls Co., 1905), Vol. I, pe 199 He actually studied
at the University of Bonn and Giessen.
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See entry of Freidus, 1889, pp. 91-92,

William Bridgewater and Elizabeth J, Sherwood, The Columbia
Encyclopedia (New York: Columbia University Press, 1956)

ps 793¢« This information is incorrect. Gompers joined the
local union of ciger mskers in 1864, He was its president
from 1874 to 1881 at which time he helped found the Federation
of Organized Trades and Labor Unions. This, reorganized in
1886 became the American Federation of Labor of which Gompers
was the first president.

The business before the split was "Eisenstein and Roggin”
(Eisenstein was J. D. E. and Roggin was his brother-in-law),
After the split, it became "Roggin and Eisenstein," the Eisenw
stein being J. D.'s mother.

Singer, loc. cit., Vol. IX, p. 632, An ultra~orthodox lierary
weekly.

Kone of these are extant.

Ses note 6,

See note 2.

Teken from the Supplement to the Memoirs, p. 194 of the original.
An article appearing in the Hebrew annual, "HaAsif," published
1884 = 93 in Warsew by Nehum Sokolow. It was & literary, his-
torical and populsr scientific periodical, This article appeared
in 1886, pp. 214 = 219,

See "The Foundation of the New Seminary,"” which follows this
article, an analysis of the three major spirituasl groups in
Americe in 1886,

Boston Herald article unlocated as J. D. E., gives no reference.
Ibid.

A Hebrew article appearing in 1886 in the ultra-orthodox Yiddish
weoeokly, "New Yorker Judische Zeitung" published in New York by
Rabbi Morris Wechsler,

Jastrow, ope. eit., p. 1111. Commenting on /A7, he on whom
you rely might himself be neglectful,
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: Meridian. ] 266-267 Shema.
: 622-5623 Miter. i 291 Shinnuy ha-Shem,
i 671672 Month, 2094--296 Shirah, Perek.
? IX. 101-103 Mourning. 5 301-304 Shofar, Post Biblical Times.
’ 162-165 Names of God. in Rabbinical Li- 313-314 Shroud.
terature. 376-379 Sin.
244 New Moon, Biessing of the. ‘ 386-388 Sippurim, Hasidic.
256-258 New Year, in Rabbinical Lierature. 399 Siyyum. i
258 New Year for Trees : 400402 Slander. :
432-433 Organ. : 409-410 Slonimsky, Hayyim Selig. |
500--302 Palestine, Modern Commerce. : 411412 Small and Large Letters (in the
502-503 Falestine, Holiness of. i Bible). ‘
g
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586-587
589-590
591

590-597

603

607
643-645
666667
667668
668
676679
37-39
6667
76-77
81-85
89-92
92-97

XIL

1 109-110
141-142
152-156
156-160
160-161
161-162
164166
175
367-370

402
405
400

Summons.

Sun, in Rabbinical Literature.

Sun, Blessing of.

Sun, Rising and Setting of the, with
tables and sketches.

Suspended Letters in the Bible.

Swayving of the body.

Synod.

Tagin.

Tahanun.

Taharah.

Tallit.

Taimud Torah.

Tashlik,

Tekufah.

Temple, Administration and Service.

Temple, Plan of the Second.

Temple, in Rabbinical Literature.
with 2 plans.

Terefah.

Throne.

Title Page.

Tities of Hebrew Books.

Titles of Honor.

Titles in Rabbinical Literature.

Tobacco.

- Tokahah _(gdmonition).

United States No. 12 Russian Im-
migration.

Washti, in Rabbinical Literature.

Vegeterianism.

Veil.

454-455 Wachnacht.

472473 Warsaw, Rabbis and Dayyanim.
476477 Water-drawing, Feast of.
518-519 Wig.

532-533 Wine.

533-535 Wine in Rabbinical Literature.
569-570 Wreath.

578 Yad.
595600 Yeshibah.
618 Yom Kippur Katan,

648649 Zedakah Box.
688689 Zodiac.
707708 Zweifel, Lazar.

ARTICLES IN MURRAY’'S ILLUSTRATED

BIBLE DICTIONARY

206 Dedication, Feast of.
282 Festivals.

433 Jubilee, Year of.

756 Sabbath day’'s Journey.
759 Sabbatical Year.

866 Tabernacles, Feast of.
907 Trumpets, Feast of.

Note preface (VI) of the Editor the Rev. William
C. Piercy “at the special request of one coatributor

of the

Jewish faith, who had a conscientous objection

(which was a real pleasure to the Editor to respect)
to write the sacred Name Yehovak, the word God
or Lord in capitals (as in A.V.) appears in his art-

icles.”

Which refers to my contributions.

TR PO 02 0NNy NNEM 950 navnn|



1,
2e
Se
4.
5.
6.
Te
Be

9.

10.

~207=

EISENSTEIN COLLECTION AT

JEWISH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Manuscripts of articles for Ozar Yisrael (3 envelopes).

Scrapbook of clippings for Ozar Yisrael.

Other material on Ozar Yisrael (tied together with string).

Newspaper clippings on general Jewish affairs (4 scrapbooks).
Unpublished MSS of Ozar HaKoran (tied with string).

Personal Correspondence (2 metal boxes, 1 notebook, 1 cardboard box).
Newspaper clippings of English articles (1 envelope).

Literary English articles -- most unpublished (1 notebook).

Mpp == Plans of Town and Farms of Mizpah == Agricultural and
Industrial Co., Atlantic City, New Jersey, 1891.

Unpublished English articles in the Collection include in part:
American Contributions to Palestine Charity Fund, 1504
On Festivals and General Holidays

The Jewish Claim to Palestine -- letter to the New York Times,
July 5, 1936 (unprinted)

The Theology in the Liturgy

The Teaching of Moses Compared with the Preaching of the Prophets
The Purpose of the Mosaic Laws

Jesus from the Orthodox Viewpoint

Bebrew Culture in the United States During the Last Century,
1833-1933

Extended correspondence with Christian ministers on interpretations
of the New Testament

These materials had never been handled. I recsived permission from the

family to use them (letter from Rabbi Ira Eisenstein, December 1, 1959).
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The following list contains the works uged to check name,

place and factual data found in the Memoirs.

William Bridgewater and Elizabeth J. Sherwood., The Columbia Encyclo-
pedia. New York, Columbie University Press, 1958.

Marcus Jastrow. A Dictionary of the Targumim, the Talmud Babli and
Yorushalmi, and the Midrashic Literature. New lork, Pardes
Publishing House, inc,, 1960,

Isaac Lendman (ed.). Universal Jewish Encyclopedia. New York,
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C. To Onions (ed.). The Oxford Universal Dictionary. Oxford,
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Isadore Singer (ed.). The Jewish Encyclopedia., New York, Funk &
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Charles S. Bernheimer (ed.). The Rugssian Jew in the United States.
Philadelphia, John C, Winston Ca, 1905,

E. Deinard. Kehillat Amerike: Catalogue of Hebrew Books Printed in
America 1736-1926, St. Louis, Moinester, 1926.

« Yalkut Amerika: TWritings of Jewish Men in the New Land.
Newark, 1899,

Julius Drachsler. Democracy and Assimilation., New York, The
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Ismer Elbogen, A Century of Jewish Life, Philadelphia, Jewish
Publication Society, 1953,

Encyclopedia Hebraica., Jerusalem, Encyclopadia Publishing Ca,
Iug-Igsso UOI- II. P. 704.

Leo P, Glassman (ed.). Biographical Encyclopedia of American Jews.
New York, M. Jacobs & L, M, Glassman, 1935,
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Nathan Glazer., American Judaism., Chicago, University of Chicago
Press, 1957,

S. B, Goodkind (ed.). Prominent Jews of America. Toledo, 1918,

Oscar Handlin, Adventugg»in Freedom: Three Hundred Years of Jewish
Life in America. New York, MeGraw-Hill Book Co,, 1954.

Oscar Handlin and Mary Handlin. A Century of Jewish Immigration to
the United States, Vol. 50 for The American Jewish Yearbook.
Edited by Harry Schneiderman. Philadelphia, Jewish Publication
Society, 1948-1949.

Isaac A, Howrwich, Immigration and Lebor: The Economic Aspects of
European Immigration to the United States. New York, Huebsch,
1922,

Index to New York Times (Necrology). 1872-1929,

Joseph Klausner, A History of Modern Hebrew Litsrature (1785-1930).
London, M., L. Cailengold, 1932.

Rufus Learsi. The Jews in America: A History. Cleveland, World
Publishing Co., 1954.

Lee L. Levinger., A History of the Jews in the United States. Cin-
cinnati, Union of American Hebrow Congregations, 1950.

Solomon Mandelkern. Vsretis Testamentl Concordentise Hebraicae
Atque Chaldaicae. Tel Aviv, Schocken Publishing House, 1955.

Jacob R. Mercus, Jews in American Life. New York, American Jewish
Committee, 1945,

Max L. Margolis and Alexander Marx, A History of the Jewish People.
Philadelphia, Jewish Publication Society, 1927,

Jo Poffer (ed.). Distinguished Jews of Ameriem. New York, 1917.

David Philipson. The Reform Movement in Judaism. New York, Macmillan
Co., 1931,

M, Ribalow and S. Bernstein (ed.). Sefer Hashanah Liyehude Ameriks.
New York, Histadrut Ivrit of America, 1931-1949,

Abram L. Sachar., A History of the Jsws. New York, Alfred A.
Knopf', 1951,

John Simons (ed.). Who's Who in American Jewry. New York, National
News Association, Inc., 1938-39.
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Pater Wiernik, History of the Jews in America. New York, The Jewish
Press Publishing Co., 1912,

Simon Wolf, The American Jew as Patriot, Soldier and Citizen.
Philadelphia, Levytype, 1895,

Ysarbook of the Central Confsronee of American Rabbis, 1890- .

PRIMARY SOURCES

American Jewish Historical Socliety, Publications of ths. New York
Vol. IX, 1901; Vol XII, 1504.

American Jewish Yearbook. Philadelphia, Jewish Publication Society,
1904-05 p. 85,

Hillel Bavli. The Modern Renaissance of Bebrew Literaturs. Vol. I of
The Jews, Their History, Cultuwre and Religion, ed. Louis Finkel=-
stein, New York, Harper & Bros., 1949. pp. 591-593.

Moshe Devis. Jewish Reli%ipus Life and Institutions in America.
Vols I of The Jews, Their History, Culture, and Religion, ed.
Louis Finkslstein, WNew York, Barper & Bros., 1949. p. 380.

Mayer Edelbaum, Die Juden Schtut Miedzyrzec. Buenos Aires, Mied-
zyrzecer Lendsaleit, 1957. pp. 198, 391.

Eisenstein Collection. Jewish Theological Seminary of America, New
York.

Hyman B, Grinstein. The Rise of the Jewish Community of New York,
1654-1860, Philadelphia, Yewish Publication Society, 1945,
pe. 477; also Notes 18, 22, 27.

George Herlitz and Bruno Kirschmer (ed.). Judisches Lexikon. Berlin,
Judischer Verlag, 1928 Band II p. 323,

Jacob Klatzkin (ed.). Encyclopedia Judaica. Berlin, Verlag Eschkol,
1928 Vol, VI p. 371,

Abrahem Krantz, Personal interview with J, D, Eisenstein. November 22,
1954, On file American Jewish Archives,

Igsaae Landman (ed.). Universal Jewish Encyclopedia. New York, Inc.,
1939, Vol IV p. 39,
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pp. 286-289; 542544,
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Philologie. 4 vols. Vilna, B, Keckin, 1926~29. Col. 78.

Re L. Samuwls. Interview with Isaac Eisenstein and Rabbi Ira
Eisenstein, New York, December 17, 1959. On file American
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