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Abstract 
~ 

Baahachar was a Hebrew Language monthly periodical, pub­

lished, edited and printed by Peretz Smolenskin in the city ot 

Vienna during the y9ars 1868 to 1884. It was circulated with 

moderate regularity through ~stern and Western Eu.rope, and the 

Netherlands. It appeared sporadically in all parts of the world 

where Jews resided. 

For purpose of analysis, t he material of Hashacbar bas 

been considered in two sections, i.e., 1875-1880; 1881-1884. 

Prior to 1881, Uash&char was given to presenting programs of 

revised education, moderni zing of religion, and to a certain 

extent, Russification. Different groups among the "enlightened" 

Jews bad different methods and motives for raising the stand­

ards of the masses. These groups ranged from the i ntelli­

gensia with strong ties to traditional Judaism,--sincerely 

devoted to alleviating the suffering of the mas ses--, to the 

well-to-do, semi-assimila ted bourgeoisie who felt their sec­

ilr•ty, position, and reputation threatened by the separatism 
Jewish 

and cour·aeness of the/masses. 

The ma jority opinion held t ha t t he poor Jewish burgher's 

emancipation was up to himself, and it was he who must take the 

firs t step. With the proper training and education, the Jew 

will be made ready for acceptance in the general community. 

The accession of Al exander III i n 1861, and the black 

days that followed, necessitated practical and expedient answers 

t o the problem of Jewish survival~ No l onger did the intelli­

gensia look to the Jews as the cause and rectifiers of the pro­

blem. Educa tional reforms, Russifica tion and t he like were put 
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aside. Jewish Nationalism and the upbuilding of Palestine 

were turned to as the solutions. The idea of nationalism 

filled the need for: (1) the emergency demanding a place ot 

ref uge f or the ~ews; (2) an explanation tor the rejection and 

persecution of those who were already enlightened and "Ruasi­

fied;" (3) a unifying ideal to bind together the religious 

with the non-religious Jews ; ( 4) holding out hope of "return 

to Zion" for those non-religious Jews who no longer believed 

in salvation through the Messiah. 

With very few exceptions. the critics either do not 

recognize. or are unconcerned with the marked change in 1!!!= 

shacbar•s policies immediately a fter t he initiation of the 

pogrom period. Bashachar is dealt with as part of Smolenskin. 

and the analysis of the periodical is usually t hrough the life 

of its editor. The critics do not deal wi th Hashacbar as 

a reflection of the movements and forces in its contemporary 

society. The general ap~roach is to accept those views which 

Hasbacbar disseminated during the post pogrom days, as being 

the same as those published during all the years of the 

periodical's circulation. 
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Chapter I - Haabacbar tbe Periodical 

Haabacbar is • Hebrew literary periodical which na 

pibliahed monthly in Vienna during the years 1868-1884. 

Except tor a tew montba in 1869 and about seven montba 1n 
l 

1880-'Sl, the nagazine waa sent with moderate regularity to 

aubacribera in Ruaaia, Polam, England, Prance, Turkey, 
2 

Denmark, Sweden, Austria aJld Bwaania. 

'!be pibliabing, editing, compoaing, printing, and cir­

culation ot the journal was due 1n •in i-rt to tbe Hercu­

lean etforte ot one mn, - Peretz Smolenski n. In eveey 

iaaue, Smolenakin po.blished a story, article, and critical 

notes, and in tact, tbe writings ot Smolenakin nake up 

about tbirty-tive per cent ot the •terial included in tbe 

po.bl1cat1on. 

The stated aim ot the po.bl1aher-editor na to have a 

periodic& l devoid ot a 11 the open and vehement fights be­

tween the Orthodox Jewa and the Maskil1m. Smolenak1n en­

visioned the apreadi.ng ot understanding and perbape peace 

among the opposing camps within the Jewiah told ot Eastern 

Europe. In the tirat article ot the first issue, Smolen­

akin wrote that the purpose and aim is •to show the way to 

Jews, to open the eyes of those who have not seen wisdom, 

(";'fi.)C"), and d o not know its value; •• • to propogate Hebrew 
3 

It and t o nult1ply its supporters. However, it is a pparent 

from tbe stated aima of the editor, and from the neter1al 

which appeared during the first twelve years ot publica­

tion, that the bulk of the tbi.nking waa focused on tbe 
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Orthodox Haaidic Jewa. It 1a with the obacurantiat Haa1d1a 

and the rigidly legalistic Orthodox in mind tbat Smolenakin 

wrote, ... will not call the Orthodox inaane, nor trJ to 

torce th.em to understand with a strong band ••• but to care­

tully cauae them to bear Haakalab. •• ·•nd once they b.ear it, 
4 

tb.ey •ill want more.• In tb.1a ••• article it 1• ata ted 

that J'ewa ahould be like all the Gentile nations# but only 

in their quest tor knowledge and in their being tai tb.tul 

citisena - (Toabavim Ne 'e•nim). Thia refers to taithtul 

ci tisena of IaNel, tor tbe writer admon1ahea the people 
5 

not to be a •ba•d ot tbe •rock from •b.icb. they were hewn.• 

... 1111.St be like the other mtiona •ho'• language ia dear 
6 

and ao ia the honor of tbe nation,• and tbua we recogm.ze 

the importance ot Hebrew tor Baabacbar. •Ttie language will 
7 

bold ua together aa a nation.• In partial tulfillmnt ot 

tbe aim to atinllate and propogate Hebrew, tb.e editor would 

accept article• wr1 tten onlJ' in Hebrew. Tb.ere are no tram-

111 tiona ot book• or article• written and prev1oualy pub­

liab.ed in other tongues. 

'l'be periodical waa also cognizant of, and very nucb. 

c"ncerned •1th. the aaa1m1lat1oniat aspirations ot mn,. ot 

the llask111m, and the editor points out that just as be 

•111 fight those who do not allow Haskalab to enter Juda­

ism, so •111 be oppose those Ji!sskilim who are trying to 
8 

•seduce Israel trom the inheritance ot their fathers.• 

It would appear then,, that Haabacbar was an attempt 

at a m.1ddle-ot-tbe-road approach to the bitter struggle 

wb1cb bad arisen between the Orthodox and the •ak111m. It 
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would appear to be an enlightened, rational presentation ot 

scholarly mttera and thinking aim9d at raiaing the intel­

lectual level ot the Jews• and directing their a ttent1 on 

and sentiments toward a poorly defined type ot natiomliam. 

'1'he •teriala included in Haabacbar are surveys ot Jniah 

lite 1n various countries; departments ot poet17 am Bellm­

lettrea; articles on Jewish hiato17 and literature; exe­

getic notea and re•rk• on tbe Bible and 'l'almld; abort and 

long atorie•J book• publiahed in aerial form; critique• and 

announce•nta about current literature; letters ot tbe lite· 

and times ot the various oomnm1 ties to which Haabacbar 

reached, and article• d1acuaaing iaauea ot tbe day, such aa 

education. religion, mt1onaliam, etc. In abort, Haabacbar 

tried to include all ttat could be demnded ot a literary 
9 

and scholarly journal ot the day. 

Altbou.gh Baabacbar bad aubacribers in mny parts ot 

the world, 1 t la obvious from the stated aima ot the peri­

odical that the bulk ot tbe •terial would be concerned 

witb Russia am Polam, tor it 1a here that we find the 

great struggle between the Haakalah and Traditional Judaism. 

Baabacbar lived tor seventeen years, and ceased pub­

lication abortly after the death of Peretz Smolenskin. 

Within the span of ita publication, tb.e Jewish commnn1ty of 

Russia and Polam, as well as the countries themselves, 

underwent •ny changes. The situation ot the Jews changed 

from one ot apparently promising freedom, to one of horror 

and killing which to that time bad been unparalleled in 

Jewish history. 



During the past t .. geneNtiona. the contr1bu~ora to 

Haabachar • as well as the periodical i tselt • have been the 

object of many studies. There are attempts to analyse the 

ettecta ot the authora upon their contemporary readera; 

there are paychological studies of the developnent or cer­

tain viewa and beliets in apecitic individuals. and there 

are atudies ot the art torm and atylea ot the contributor•. 

The geneNl approach 1• one ot concern with the Maakil• bis 

attitude•• pro or con. toward Haskal•h• OrthodoXJ. Nationa­

lism. and aas1m1lation. There ia some attempt on the part 

ot certain acbolara to measure the impact ot Basbacbar upon 

the readers ot ita period. Obviously. this 1111at be a most 

subjective study. and it ia not within the aoope of this 

thesis. It should be noted. however. that there is evi­

dence within tbe pages of Haabacbar. of a friendly concur­

rence with. or vehement opposition to ideas and views ex­

pressed by the authors. Contrary to the 3tated a1Jn or the 

editor tor •peace•. and •we will not use the pages of 
10 

Hasbacbar tor personal enmities and quarrels.• the opposite 

na more otten the case. Feeling• ran high on both sidea 

of an argument;-reactions were strong . One gets the im­

pression that the pages of Hasbscbar are a literary battle­

ground rather than a sedate. literary journal interested 1n 

•opening the eyes of those who have not seen wiadom.•
1 

From 

time to time. when the use ot v1ndictiv~ill1fication 
ran too b1gh. tbe ed1 tor would insert a note such as •since 

the publisher baa no way t o determi ne who is right. and Who 
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ia ly!Dg, ••• tbeae slandering artiolea were pibl1abed ••• But 
12 

troa now on Baabacbar will not be opened to aucb oontliotl 

At timea, even the editor could not restrain bimaelt troa 

retaliation again.at tbe pibliaber-editor At the periodical 

Bazepbira, (a piblication ot tbe wealthy claaa Jewa >. 
Smolenakin wrote, " I aaw tbe taul ty dolnga ot tbe pibliabeN 

ot Bazepbira who cursed me and Haabatb8r - auch curaea aa 

would even have abamed a drunken ~~c..- ••• Let ua not pay 

any attention to him because be ia a senile old •n •ho 
13 

throws atones and n11d on peaceful paaaera by." V .II, P• 

529. 

'l'bere 1• one other point which should be Jllllntioned 

parenthetically concerning the intluenoe ot Baabaobar upon 

ita readers. It would be tallacioua to correlate influence 

with circulation. Nevertheless, a •ery anall circulation 

would indicate a very limited following. Of course, within 

ttwt tollo•lng there would be impact, reactions, and ao 

forth. Thia note concerns both ot these points. •Arter 

the tirat anti-J!endelaaobn article, 1876, the number of sub­

scribers dropped by halt - trom 1000 to 500; the rew patrons 
14 

in Vienna withdrew their aubacriptlona. Thia ia stated, 

not to belittle tbe significance or Baabacbar, but s imply 

to indicate that the great quantity of scholarly writing 

and diacuasion about Haabacbar tenda t o give the student 

the talae impression that the importance ot the periodical, 

hi storically speaking, is aa a moving force, shaping the 

tboughta and future of its c ontemporary readers. 

The historical significance of Haabacbar ia found in 
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other areas. and herein. we will define the 11m1ta ot thla 

study. A study of the •terlal 1n Haabacbar indicates that 

the periodical is or historical significance in both an ac­

tive and a passive sense. It was active in tbat it pibli­

cized and propoga ted the ideas of certain individuals and 

groupa. and to a 11m.1ted extent. disseminated accounts and 

facts ot contemporary occurrences. The passive. and prob­

ably tbe more important role ot Baabacbar• historically 

speaking• ns ita mirroring the fore••• both internal and­

exterml. acting upon the Jewa. and their reactions to 

theae forces. It reflects the constant and progressive 

struggle ot the intelligentsia trying to cope with the 

problema of their period. It records the attempts or the 

•enl.ightened• to guide and direct their fellow Jews. In 

connection with the last point. it 1111~t be mentioned tbat 

Hasbacbar alao reveals the naivete to which tbe intelli­

gentsia often tall prey. There la evidence of the nanners 

and methods by which the temporal powers and controlling 

interest uae the intelligentsia to meet their own ends. 

Moreover. the periodical clearly pictures tbe stratitlca­

t :lon ot the Jewiah COJ1111UDity. with the accompany1ng ten­

slons snd conflicts. including the partisan motives of the 

"privileged• class and the latter's attempts to find ao-
. 
lutiona to its own problems. 
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Chapter II - Tbe Jewisb Problem - Part I - Divisions 

From tbe turn of the 18th century in Eastern Europa. 

through tbe 20th can tury • "Tbe Jewish Problem" was a cliche 

common to the courts. the press. the masses and the Jews. 

To the Orthodox Jew it meant the problem of stirfering the 

llllnitold deprivations and indignities levied upon him by tbs 

state. while at the same time trying to be faithrul to bis 

religion and eke out a livelihood. 

To the enlightened Jew. and the Jew witb assimila­

tionist aspirations. the problem was one of raising the 

Jewish standard of living and culture. or of superimposing 

the general culture on the Jewish colJDllnn1ty. Different 

people bad different means and goals. Some sought to re­

vise the education. religion and the status of civil rights. 

while others tried to escape into the general Russian or 

Polish conmunities. 

The Russian government was constantly occupied with 

•the Jewish Problem." Published for the masses. were the 

Tzar's intentions and means of "solving" the problem. 

Varying with the political and economic cond1t1ons. the 

"~olutions" ranged from increased rights for the Jews, de­

cree se in taxes and opportunities for a general education 

wi th an eye toward "Russ1f1ca ti on." to a carefully ca lcu­

la ted program of forced conversions• pogroms• and mass mur-
1 

ders. 

In general. "the Jewish Problem". is the main concern 

of the Hasbachar. i.e •• definition. causes. current 
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•n1testat1ona, aolutiona and conaequences. Wltlen tbe 

general environment shifts its attitudes and p:l'.'easurea, 

changes in tbe "Jewiab. problem" take place. C1onaequently1 

tb.e material and tb.e attitudes ot tb.e periodical undergo 

extens 1 ve rev is ions • Such a a hift in environml!tn t took 

place in Russi&. in March 1881• •1 ttl the aasaaa~Lna tion ot 

AleDnder II, and the subsequent orgy of D11rdeJr, rape am 
pillage conml tted against tb.e Jews. Such a ca 11iaatrophe de­

mnded emergency measures on the part ot world Jewry in 

general. and on t.he p1rt or Jewish leaders and spokesmen in 

particular. It was necessary- to revise ideolgjlea as well 

as tactics in tb.e tigb.t for survival. Haabacb&~ was no ex­

ception. Beginning in 1881. Haabaobllr retlecte1 two aucb. 

revia 1 ona • The most obvi oua c bsnge is w1 thin t;b.e group of 

intellectuals sincerely interested in the salvation or 

Eastern European Jewry aa a wb.ole. The second noticeable 

change is in the policies of those segments of Russian and 

Polish Jewry which. under tb.e "liberalism" of A.lexander 11. 

bad attained limited status and wealth.. Tb.e latter group's 

cb.iet concern was in m1nta1n1ng the position 11rhich 1 t bad 

already achieved. 

Because ot Hasbacbar's change in outlook and approach 

after 1881• this study is divided into two Dlli~L parts, name­

ly. Hasbacbar. 1875-1880; 1881-1884. 

Pa rt II - Dznamlca 

Haabacbar emerged in an Eastern Europe just flexing 

its :mlsclea to throw off the yoke ot feudalism. Tb.e mssea 

of people were steeped in poverty and superstition. kept in 
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virtual servitude by feudal overlords ot home vintage. com­

bined with capitalist imperialists · rrom ebroad. Such was 

the controlling power. but fermentation was also in process 

among the masses. The temporal powers were aware of the 

dangers. and it was no mean task to prevent an explosion. 

Tb.e government played a g&118 of "no holds barred" in its at­

tempt to anesth1tize. beat down or divert the 118Sses from 

the source of their -.roes. Quite naturally• the Jew was a 

most convenient whipping boy on which the masses could vent 

their frustration. The use of a "scapegoat" to de ploy the 

attention ot the 118sses. a concept generally accepted by 

modern b1stor1ana• accounts in great pert tor the circum­

stances ot the majority of Jews in Eastern Europe during 

the period under concern. The need tor such a diversion 

was well pbraaed by Leon Trotsky. "In ordinary times the 

state elevates itaelt above the na·tion (masses). and his­

tory is made by specialists in t.bat line of business -

kings. ministers. bureaucrats. parliamentariana and jour­

nalists. But at those crucial moments when the old order 

becomes no longer endurable to the nassea. they break over 

the barriers excluding them from the political arena. sweep 

aside their traditi onal representati ves. and create by their 
2 

own interference the initial groundwork for a new regime." 

One method by which the "specialists" ne1nta1n their position 

is to provide an agent through which the nes ses can sublimate 

their discontent. The Jews in Eastern Europe were such an 

agent. 

Another major factor which greatly aff ected the posi-
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tion and role of the Jew prior to and during the period ot 

Basbacbar was the capitalist expansion into sovereign statee 

by the Western European powers. In Russia• there was fore­

ign capital investment, yet the state maintained its 

sovereignty. Thia was another area in whi ch a limited num­

ber or Jews ployed an active 1101e. The foreign capital 

stimulated a certain amount of domestic capital, and those 

Jews who bad accW111l6ted capital or developed skills, were 

encouraged to invest their wealth and talents. Thus, there 

was established within the Jewish community, a small middle 

class with greater privileges ot movement and protection. 

It D11St be noted, however, that the development of domestic 

capital was small, and Jewish participation was in propor­

tion. The economic apparatus in which the Jew found himselt, 

is well pictured in this swmnary by Fritz Sternberg. 

•under the development of capitalism, Russia was one 

ot the count ries which maintained its political indepen­

dence. To a great extent capitalist developnent was fi­

nanced by ~oreign inveatJaenta, and it took place in a coun­

try which was largely under a feuda l system. At the Apex 

ot the Russian social pyramid were tbe feudal aristocracy, 

t he military caste, and the Tzarist bureaucracy; by the sida 

of the old feudal lan:ilords were the representatives of 

fore ign imperialism. At the bottom of the pyramid, forming 

its broad base, were the overwhelming majority of the rural 

population, some of them rural laborers, some of them peas­

ants who owned so little land tbs t it as not enough to 

sustain them am they bad to work for the "mesters. n Now, 
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aa feudalism was still ao strong in Russia, and as capital­

ist development wae greatly dependent ot foreign capital, 

there was no opportu.nity tor strong urban middle strtata to 

develope~ and social antagonisms were Yery acute in this 

period.• Thia weak middle class element, its struggle tor 

security and betterment is retlected verr clearly in 

Hasbacbar during the years prior to 1881. 

Part Ill - Detail.a 

H1cholas I, Tzar ot Ruasia trom 1826 to 18541 early 

in his reign, referred to the Jews as 8 leechea •••• suck1ng 
4 

the Government to the point of exhaustion". At beat, the 

Jews, who were petty merchants, artisans, mill owners and 

tavern keepers, were looked on as transient foreigners. 

However, it was n ot the intent of the government to expel 

the "leeches,• but to "correct and curb by such methods as 

are in keeping with a goverllDlll!tnt baaed upon the principle 
5 

of stern tutela ge and discipline.• The stated intentions 

to •correct and curb" are quite different from the ~ 

motives of the government, which the following case 

cl.a r1f'1es • 

Adnd.ral Grieg, a member of the Russian parliament, 

recommended action a gainat all the indictments which bad 

been brought against the Jews, saying in es sence , "Expel 

the J ewe, or give them c onmercia l righ ta • " Admire 1 Grieg 

bad been influenced by the enlightened attitude in Western 

Europe. The government, however, let it be known that the 

"western c oun~r1es cannot serve as examples to Russia 

because of' the large number of Jews," •••• and, "Pertly because 
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our Government and people ••• .are yet far trom that in­

difference with which certain nations look upon religious 
6 

matters.• When the problem of the •1eeches.• is revealed 

as economic. and economic methods are suggested to solve 

it. then the official Russian government interprets the 

problem as essentially religious. 

As changes began to take place in the Russian econ­

omy. so did changes take place in the attitude toward the 

Jews. As Ca pi taliam began to develope in Russia• so did a 

tiny middle class ot Jews. During the early forties. the 

Jewish. •committee. n a bureau of Russia n officialdom• di­

vided the Jews into two classes. One of the gr oups was 

small. and was composed of merchants in guilds• artise na in 

trade unions. agrilculturists. an burghers owning property 

with definite income. The other grou~. the overwhelming 

majority. consisted of petty tradesmen end paupers. This 

latter group was clessitled as "useless• end "detrimental•" 

and as long as Nicholas I reigned• they were subject to evet­

increasing disabilities. It would appear from the such tenn 

as useless" and "detrimental." tba t religion was not en 

i£sue. and lest there be any doubt about that• the term 

"useless" was later changed to "not enga ged in pr oductive 
7 -

lebor." 

It is clear tha t t he Government used the Jews as it 

saw fi t, a nd in order to keep them as defenseless as pos-
'\'"-~ r•-c.~\ ,.,, e,,c..,.l-\''"'"'' f•s,,'o\c. 

sibl~/to demoralize them. The effect of t he syste~ of 

ccnscription which annually wrenched thousands of youths 

from the bos oms of their families. ws s intens~fied by the 
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realization that tbe pr ivileged Jews were obliged to pay 

recruiting money, but were exempt from military service. 

The burden of the governmental oppression tell upon the 

impoverished nesses who could not afford to enter guilds. 

Tbe barracks which served as mission bousea, the meth­

ods of st1Jmllat1ng and forcing tbe c onversion of recruits, 

tbe abolition or co:mm.UDBl autono1111, civil disfranchisement, 

persecution and oppression, all were set in motion against 

the Jews. The Government nan.aged to rob the Kabal of ita 

authority by degrading it to a kind ot posse tor the cap­

ture of recruits and extortion of taxes. 

The establishment ot secular, or "crown" schools, 

was a further method ot degrading the Jew. It was not only 

exterml pressure to enforce tbs new educational methods, 

but internal coercion as well. The privileged Jews were 

quick to take up the standard of "Russ1f1cation," and so 

played into the bams of the government. Dr. llax Lilientt.l, 

one ot the German "enlightened," could not realize tbs t his 

program of reform education was be ing used to multiply the 

strife within the Jewish camp. Together with a large circle 

of Naskilim, he naively believed the f overnment's offers of 

'\>enevolence" toward the Jews. Ultimately, Lilienthal real­

ized that fer from havi ng the welfare of the Jews at heart, 

the Government was using Haskalah es a form of greater con­

trol of the Jewish masses, by a sort of 8 divide and conquer" 

technique. He abandoned the program, but the Haskalah con­

tinued to battle the Orthodox and Ma sidim. 

The la tter gr oups , however, heeding the coDIJlllnd of 



-14-

the rabbis and badd1k1m, closed ranks and offered stub• 

born res i stance to the dangerous cultural 1nt'luencea 

tbrea tening them. Boys of school age often became husbands 

and fathers, continuing to attend Reder or Yeshivah after 

their J111rriage, weighed down by the triple tutelage of 

tather, father-in-law and teacher. The slightest deviation 

from a custom, rite or old habits of thought were met with 

severe punishment. The reading of books written in a fore-

1gn language, or even written in Hebrew when treating of a 

secular subject, brougl:lt upon the culprit untold bardsbipe. 

At tne close ot the reign of Nicholas I, the Jlllasea 

of Jews were being •corrected• by police method.a. Those 

Jews not owning property, or without guild status, were con­

s i dered criminals. The Jew, demoralized became a beast of 

prey, eitner kidnapping his fellow fo~ the enforced con&crip­

tion, or mutilating himaelf in order to avoid it. 

In view of these circumstances, the advent of Alexander 

II, with his "Corona t1on :Manifesto," repealing nny of the 

unjust draft laws, must have seemed like the Messianic age 

to the Jewish masses. During the late 1850 1s and early 18601s 

the government showed a great tolerati on of the upperclaaa 

Jews and the intelligentsia. Some educated Jews wer e admit­

ted to government service, am those guild artisan.a who cruld 

obtain work outside the "Pale," were permitted to leave. 

(If they lost their position, they had to return.} The gov­

ernment even saw flt to close the Crown schools, and put 

their trust 1n the elemental proces~ of Rusaification which 

bad begun to sweep over the upper layers of J ewry. The 
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upper layers tried to bring their influence to bear on the 

lower nassea. The motives ranged from those of genuine 

philanthropy, to thoae ot "enlightened selt interest", i.e., 

by raising the standard ot the mases, the middle class 

thought it would be securing i ta own st. tus. Tbrougb 

"Russification• the Jews wculd become acceptable beings 

worthy ot rights and privileges, and at the same time, the 

Jewish colll!lllnlty would be preparing to participate in the 

promising capitalist ic growth. 

'nle new opportunities and the peasant reform. of 1861 

were all signs to the Jewish •prophets• tbat a new era bad 

dawned. The upper class Jews launched . their program ot re­

form., blind to the continued depressi on ot their brethren, 

and seemingly umware that the so-called "peasant retorma", 

while releasing some serfs to take jobs in factories, bad 

placed the greater burden of paying for the land with ac­

companing taxes, on moat of the serfs. Tbe instruments tor 

russitying the msses were such things as reform in religion, 

Haskalah, reform education, and the like. Those Jews who, 

under Nicholas I bad accuDUlated money by usery, retail and 

wholesale trade, and tbe liquor trade increased their in­

comes under Alexander tbrough such businesses as railroads, 

banking, and expended merohantry. Part of this profit was 

now diverted toward supporting a program of "diffusion of 

enlightenment." The program, bowever, was doomed to failtre 

by both the "stiff-neckedness" of the nmssea, and the tact 

that the government would never allow it to come to 

fruition. 
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As early as 1871, there 1'8s a pogrom in Odessa. 

Prior to this the authorities bad revived the old question 

of wbetber the Jews are harmful or usef"ul to the State. Aa 

noted before, the opportunity tor domestic capital 1188 

limited, so naturally, t.be opportunity tor the Jew 1'8B 

limited. As soon as the Jewiah merchants, stiJ111lated by 

tbe partial extension of their right ot residence and occu­

pation, displayed a wider economic activity in a srket 

~ble to afford competition, the •origimal• Russian busi­

nessmen raised shouts ot protest, demanding that the Jewish 

•exploitation" be curbed. What appeared to be policy of 

benevolence, was in reality a different type of governmental 

explo i tation of the Jews. The alleviation of physical and 

mental anguish was very short-lived, and the spell of 

"liberalism• came to an end •1th the 1870's. 

As early as 18661 when Southern Russia was no longer 

in need of artificial colonization, an ukase was issued end­

ing altog~ther, tba settlement of Jews in agricultural colo­

nies. A little later, those Jewish colonies which bad been 

established were deprived of their land, which was distrib­

uted among the peasants. In 1874 the "right• to serve in 

the milit&l'J was "granted• to all Jews, and even the wealthy 

Jews bad to give up their youns.., in the Russo-Turkish War. 

All Jews were required to register, and conscription was 

based on physical appearance rether than age. Before long, 

the old cry of "ri tuel murder" was raised, and from there 

to the era of pogroms was only a abort step. 

The reign of Alexander ll hardly raised the status of 
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the rank and file of Russian Jewry• but it did cause a 

radica 1 change within the intell igentai•. Tboae Who bad 

tor years followed after the Positivists such as Cherny­

shevski and Pisaryev were tilled with cheer and hope. The 

overtures at freedom offered to the Jews 1f1 th proper qual-

1t1cat1ona 1gn1ted tbe tuse •}li.ch finally ate its way to an 

explosion within the Jewish coJllllUlity, and the lack ot civil 

emncipation did not dampen the burning enthusiasm tor sell'­

rej~venation. The Jewish youth flocked to the new world of 

ideas of positivism. evolution and socialism. Condemned 

were the traditions of Rabbinic schol.aaticism and Hasid1o 

mysticism. A tragic war of annihilation eneued, with the 

parties ot extreme obscurantism and tans t1cism on the one 

bani, aDi the negation of all historic form of Judaism on 

the other. 

It is difficult to delineate the role of the Msskil, 

tbe •Lover ot Enlightenment,• in all of this, by the very 

fact that there was no one role. Some Maakilim were sin­

cere in their attempts t o reform Judaism. while others were 

interested in Rusaification only. Some l ooked on Judaism 

as a Netion, while others defined it as a Religion. Many 

threw in their lot with the 4'overnment and tried to change 

the Jewa by invoking governmental intercession, while othere 

worked slowly and patiently with the ignorant Dllsaes. 

The motives of the individual were greatly varied, 

ranging from desires for personal gain to those of selt­

sacrificing altruism. Some became hired propogandiats for 

upper class assimilationists, or even worse, for Christian 
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anti-eemitea. Others. men of great devotion. gave up their 

health and even their lives tor the sake of reforming and 

modernizing Judaism. It is with and in the role ot the 

llask11 tba t Haabacbar deals so extenaivelJ'• TJ'pical of the 

movement. was tbe Chevrat Marbei Haakalah• (The Societ,. tor 

tbe D1tfu11on of Enlightemnent. )whose motto waa. •the 

enlightenment of the Jewa through the Russian language. and 
9 

i n the Russian spirit.• 

The Intelligentsia exploited all available means of 

coDll.Ulicat1on to reach the people. The beat way was the 

Yiddish. Hebrew and Russian press. and from the different 

political ideologies of the publicati ons we learn that the 

ranks ot the intelligentsia ranged all the way from the 

chauvinistic Jewish national to the Russian Red Revolutionary. 

Ironies llJ' • it la the latter group which helped preclpi ta t e 

the cataclJ'amwh1ch befell the Jews in 1881, for there were 

Jewish revolutionaries counted among the terrorists who as­

sassinated Alexander II in March of that ,.ear. 

\Ii th the nurder o! Alexander II and the accession of 

the intolerant zealot. Alennder III. all liberal tendlnciea 

vanished, and the reactionary p1rty of the • gram inquisitor,• 

Pobyedonoazev and the absolutist regime truimphed. The fer­

ment of the Russian masses over the curtailment of their 

rights was systematically diverted against the Jews with po­

grom propoganda ins pired from high authorities until, in 

1881, the peasant masses of Southern Russia were unleashea 

to commit nass crimes a gainst the Jews. The pogroms were 

followed b y the infamous :a.y Laws of 1882 , which were kept 
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in toroe with inexorable severity tor thirt-J-t1ve years. 

Thia ordinance sanctioned tb.e persecution ot tb.e Jna aa 

an "economically harmful element.• The Jewish Intelligent­

sia were necessarily purged because of the advantages they 

wielded by nature ot their intellectual au.perior1t'J. Mil­

lions or Jewa wore penned in tne stifling Pale or Settlement; 

denied all rigbts to cwn or lease land• or even to buy houses. 

and exposed to the r-.idest administrative arbitrariness. In 

timea an authorized. systematic legal pogrom took the place 

of the pogroms in the streets. 

Tb.1a Russian answer to all the dreama or e•ncipation 

came like a moat horrible mockery. All too obvious was tbe 

ludicrous ineptitude and political naivete ot the Bll!skalah 

which so tragically overlooked reality. 

'l'b.e courageous among tbe Maskilim searched tor a new 

ideal tor the next generation. Whereas they might explain 

the Russian hatred ot the Jewish Dsses as stemming from 

Jewish separatism. how could they explain the tact that the 

Russian masses 1nrned on their Jewish benefactors. and that 

the Russian government took the lead in stifling the Russi­

ried Jewish Intelligentsia. 

The answer wa s national self-discovery. The Jews are 

a people in exile, a home leas na t1on. It is after 1881 tba t 

the movement of Jewish Nationalism and Political Zionism be­

gan to gather momentum. 

It is necessary to mention one more fact. In spite ot 

the crime and outrag• committed against the Jews. there 

was still a significant element of well-to-do Jews. - those 



-20-

with vested interests. Who still held out tor some sort of 

Russ1t1cat1on. or at least tor a maintaining ot the statue 

quo. We will now turn to the Jlllterial which reveals that 

the ideologies of this group, though a Jllljor tactor 1n 

Hasbacbar prior to 1881• were hardly acceptable ·after 1881. 



Cb.apter III - Ruas1f1cation - Basbacbar 1875-1880 

The Hasbacbar of the years prior to 1881 ns eenai­

t114'd by Western ~urope which bad already granted e:manc1-

pa tion to the Jews and was focused on JSastern E1,1ropean 

Jewry• where the 8 liberalism" of Alennder II gave the Jews 

reason to hope tor enancipa t1 on. In Russia and Poland• the 

upper class Jews had already achieved certain stama in the 

general coJ11111Dity• and they believed that the Jewish •sses. 

if properly educated. could also come to st.re in the new 

life. Thia philosophy. of course. was predicated on the 

theo~y that the source of the Jewish Problem lay within the 

Jews themselves. and through proper methods of training and 

treatment. they could be purged of their lllllady. 

There were some observers am.ong tbe M&skilim who rec­

ognized the source of tbe Jewish op~ression from without 

the camp. but their voice is all but lost in the contusion 

curriculae• institutions. training programs and the like. 

designed to llllke the Jew acceptable to his fellow nan. and 

ready him for the part he is to play in the growing capi­

talistic econo~. 

Western Europe had set the 1&ce. "Austria bas twice 

as nany Jews as Gernany • and they are ten times as rich,, •• 

They should now have a teacher's college •••• the 4overnment 

is not standing. and will not stand in their way •••• she is 

willing to do anything the Congregation of Israel asks for •••• 

In Galitzia• however. the c onditions of the Jews are terrible 

since they were given rights •••• They still deal in usery •••• 
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l 
They should bave schools to teach them what 1s right.• 

One 1s not certain about the definition of •right•. but 

at any rate, tbe statement is clear as to the source ot 

trouble and the curative power or education. It might alao 

be gleaned from this. - 1n comparing the Austrian regime to 

the Russian government. tba t the latter 1a benevolent in 1 ta 

intentions. Thia was not the case. and 1t was only a tew 

years later that the Waskil was shaken from bis naivete. 

Even in Rolln8nia • where the J ewa bad been suffering 

untold bardahipe tor decades. tbe recommended remedy was 

proper education. Haabacbar. in 18'76• pibliahed an article 

by the Rwmnian Executive Committee ot the Alliance 

Israelite University (ltol Yisrael Cbaverim.) appealing to 

the Jews ot Rwmania to help themselves. Bow? •Build two 

schools for teachers in RW111n1a •• ~.and do not fight among 
2 

yourselves tor th1a weakens you •••• • It is frustrating 

tor tb.e modern student to contemplate how close this think­

ing came. yet never arrived to the conclusion that the 

policies ot the government were established precisely to 

foster strife within tb.e Jewish camp. Wbat better way to 

control? And the reform which the llleskilim recommend~ 

a ddj tuel to the confla gration already roaring in the Ortho­

dox and Has1d1c COJlllllllli ties. How far these "fhyaiciana of 

society• were from the true sentiments of the govermnent 1• 

revealed by the following statement. Basbacbar says that 

it enough money for tbe schools 1a Dllde available• "the 

RUDlln.1an Jew w1ll be in as high a position es the Russian 

and Polish (middle class) Jews. Soon the Rwienian Government 



is going to give them treedom,-But OhJ to treedom without 
3 

en1igh tenmen t. • 

The c oming of the age ot Capitalism requires all sorta 

ot technical studies. Hasbaobar recommends a school ot com­

merce in Vienna tba t la beginning to teach Ru.asian. "11a!J1' 

who finish their studies in this school will want to go to 

Russia where there appears to be good hope tor them •••• 'fhose 

Jews trom Bussla who atudy here and do not know the Bu111an 

language teel th11 lack f'98tly •••• For a asll sum alXJ'one 

can atudy Russian here.• 

One cannot help but recall the stated aim ot tne 

editor that one purpose of the periodical is to •propogate 
5 

Hebrew and Dllltiply ita supporters.• Aa will be noticed 

in the above and in ensuing accounts of recommended atudiea, 

Hebrew is ot little importance. Yet, the love ot Smolensk1n 

and hia tallow Maskilim tor the Hebrew language cannot be 

deniedk when one considers the stories and books written in 

the language. The only conclusion that can be drawn, la 

that Hebrew waa merely an intermediate step toward Huasi­

f1cation for a number of' the groups to which Smolenskin lent 

strength and support of Ha sbachar. 

Dif'ferent groups among the •enlightened• Jews bad 

different methods and motives f'or raising the standards ot 

the DllSses. These groups ranged from the intelligentsia 

with strong ties to traditional Judaism, sincerely devoted 

to alleviating the suff ering of the Dllsses - for the sake 

of the masses, to well-to-do semi-ass1m1.lated bourgeoisie 

who telt ttleir security, position and reputati on threatened 



by the separatism and oourseness of the Jewish masses. 

The n11jority opinion, as noted above, was that the 

poor Jewish burgher's e!lllncipation was up to himaelf. and 

it was he Who bad to take the first step. The minority 

opinion. placing the responsibility on the Russian govern­

ment •ill be considered later. There can be no dollbt that 

the editor meant to help the DB sses through eduoa t1 on when 

be stated in bis first editorial the aim and purpose "to 

show the uy to the Jews. to open the eyes ot those who · 
6 

have not seen obacbma. (wisdom), and do not know its valm. " 

One of the major groups involved in the process ot 

educating the oppressed millions, was the Chevra Niarbey 

Haskalah, - The Society for the Diffusion of Enlightenment. 

This group was one of the largest contributors to Hasbacbar 

in terms of both financial support and 1'l'itten m1terial. 

However. it cannot be deduced from this that the Chevra dic­

tated the policy of Haabacbar . The views of Smolenskin and 

the Chevra did coincide at Dllny points. but there were still 

many qllestions on Which the editor, as well as other Maski­

lim denounce the Hevra, especially on the luke warm attitude 

of ~e Chevra toward Hebrew. It is obviolls, however. that 

the Chevra was permitted to ll&e Hasbaobar as a vehicle tor 

the dissemination of its views and propaganda. 

The Chevra was composed mostly of wealthy Jews, i.e •• 

bankers, professionals, merchants, railroad owners, etc •• 

and many Meskilim who served as spokesmen tor the grollp. 

Numbered among the latter wer e such men as Lillenblum and 

Y. L. Gordon, who, up until 1881 were the staunchest 
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supporters ot "Ruas1fica t1on." The rounder ot the Chevra 

was a Baron Joseph Ginzburg. am the number ot 1 ta members 

in 1880 t otaled an exclusive 340 people. Its headquarter• 

were in St. Peter sburg . where only Jews of some means 
7 

resided. 

The purpose ot the organization. t or reasonsor both 

selt-1ntereat and philanthropy. was the Russification of the 

Jews. "We constantly hear men in high positions. with whom 

we come in contact. complain about the se~ratiam and 

fanaticism of the Jews am about their aloofness trom every­

thing Russian. and we b8ve received assurances on all bands 

that. with the removal of these peculiarities. the condition 

ot our brethren in Russia will be improved. and we shall all 

become full-fledged ci tizena of this country. Actuated by 

this motive• we ha ve organized a lea gue of educe ted men t or 

the purpose of eradicating our above-mentioned shortcomings 

b y d i sseminating amng the Jews the knowledge of Russian 
8 

and other useful subjects." This was in 1863. 

In 1872• l ess than one year atter the pogr om in Odessa. 

the Chevra published ttie f ollowing articl e. It is quoted 

in order to s how both t he process of t~e Chevra. and the 

heights of naivete which can be reached by the intelligent­

sia. "Nine years bave passed since the founding of our 

Chevra •••• and we have given money to authors and students 

who write good and helpfu l b ooks •••• our aim is t o s pread 

Ha skelah. tea ch the language of our land. (Russian). and to 

eleva t e wi sdom in I srael. We will help youth who seek 

wi s dom and knowledge •••• The members of our Chevra are those 
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who pay and those who do not ?IY• ••• the latter gt. ve WI •d• 

vice on how to reach our aim •••• ln study as well as being• 

to let us know the tinancia l and moral posi t1on of the 

Jews. They tell us the number of Jewish children •ho attend 

schools, end what kind of schools there are. They help ua 

to 1.nrluence you to study the language ot the country, go 

to school, and learn a craft or a job •••• Those who wish to 

join the Chevra should wrl te us concerning his ata tus and 

his ny ot earning a li~ellhood. When he is chosen, we •ill 

notlly him. Our aim ls to procure someone we know, but if 

he is not known to us, he n11st send a letter of recommenda­

tl on trom a member of the C hevra • 

.. e also address the Rabbla •••• our Chevrs does not 

deal with religion or faith •••• only teaches the children of 

Israel the language of the state, a craft, am work that 

p1ya for its doer •••• ao that whatever they do will be right 

and aucceasrul according to our Bible and the laws of our 

kingdom ••• 

•Now is the time to educate ourselves, for the Govern­

ment does llllDJ' favors for us •••• Ue ny of our people say, ' when 

the good of the land will be shown to us, end we will receive 

the rights of a citizen in the land of our .birth ••••• then 

we will natnrally get Baskalah. How can we accept Haskalah 

when we are so down trodden •••• ?• To this we answer and 

say, 'Our bretbren, hope am you will be redeemed.' Think 

or al~ tbe righteous acts and good deeds that have befallen 

us since our righ teous k i ng ascemed to the throne (Ale.xsnder 

n,) ••.• our salvation is near •• • • the rights of the citizen 
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9 
will blossom like a rose.• Remember. this was addreased 

to masses suffocating in the deprivations and 1nd1gn1t1ea 

ot the Pale. 

There can be no doubt that this group felt its social 

and financial position threatened by the supposed Russian 

reaction to the couraeness ot the Jewish Jlflases. and tb•7 

used Hasbacbar 8S one means for disseml.mting their •enlighten­

ment.• At frequent intervals in Haahacbar, there are print-

ed thank-you notes to the Chevra hom various individual• 
10 

and conmnni ties tor sending them copies ot the periodical. 

Smolenakin advertized that those •ho nnt copies of Hae--
bacbar, and cannot pa7 tor them, ahmld write to the 

11 
Chevra • Typica 1 ot the thank-you notes is this trom one 

ot the Rabbis educated under the government system, - a 

system supported by the Cnevra. •To the Honorable Company 

of the I>ittusora ot Enlightenment: How can I thank the 

honorable compeny •••• tor all the kindness and tavors they 

did for me when the ttovernment sent me here •••• to a place 

•ithmt Torah and wisdom. no knowledge of Haskalab or secu­

lar books •••• and the Chevra rescued my soul from the pit, 

and sent me continually new and helpful books, 8S well as 
12 

the newspaper. Hasbacbar. • 

It cannot be cons t rued from the above evidence that 

the Cbevra dictated the policy of Baabachar. Smolen.akin 's 

struggle to keep the periodical in publication could have 

been greatly alleviated bad such wealthy groups contributed 

significant auma to support Haabacbar. The Chevra and the 

Maakilim not belonging to the group bad points of general 
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agreement, and points ot disagreement. Prior to 1881• 

they come together in Basbacb!!.£. tor he purpose ot ottering 

secular knowledge and means cit apreadiDg 1 t. It would 

appear that Baabachar was at:tll t oo tar from the line ot the 

Chevra to be deserving of ext;enaive financial aupport. 

As mentioned before, tile Chevra proposed educational 

reforms in order to ruasity 1the mases, and prepare tbem tor 

participation in the capitalft.atic economic system which tbe 
13 

middle class naively thought was waiti ng tor the Jews. They 

did not try to conceal their belief tt:.t the Jewa are the 

cause ot their own grief. Ilo. an open letter to the Jvwa, 

the Chevra •kes known ita v:1ewa and intentions. 

•This ia the second t1:me we request the Jewish com-

muni ties to open schools ••• •'•e will help you •••• Russian mist 

be taught ao that the Hussian people will have respect tor 

you •••• becauae you don't know Russian the masses ridicule 
14 

and bate you.• 

These are soma of the rules which nmat be followed in 

order to obtain the support of the Chevra. •Tne schools 

aakiDg tor support have to 'tie founded w1 th qovernmant per­

mission, and permission is t;o be sought by the founder him­

self •••• The Cbevra will not establish schools, but will 

support the founders. The raein meana tor keeping the school 

going should coma from tuit:Lon or from a comnunal fund. 

The Cbevra will give money •i>nce or twice a year •••• The school 

is eligible to receive mone:r whether the students are boys 

or g1rla •••• The name of the school and the studies are not 

ot importance to the Chevra, but the Russian language nnst 



be included. If Russian is not taught, the school will 

not receive support trom the fund •••• complete 1~ports JllWlt 

be given to the Chevra concerning students, studies, ac­

complishments, and plsna for the tutu.re ••• The C:hevra baa the 
15 

right to visit the school and test the atudent11 ••• • 
-

The place of Hebrew in the program ot thla Chevra is 

conapicuoua by its absence, yet such Hebrew au·thara aa Gordon 

lent their support. (It is interesting to not•a that the 

Chevra dispensed with U>.e services of Y. L. Gordon in 1880 

after he bad been jailed ln a case ot mistaken. identity. 

Bven though he as not guilty of any wrong doing, his tainted 
16 

nama could not be associated •1th the Chevra.) For the 

Chevra, Hebrew was 11 ttle more tban a means fc1r reaching 

those Jews Who did not know Russian. Until 1H83, its support 

of Hebrew was only incidental, - by way of su'bscriptiona to 

Hebrew publics tions such as Hasha char. The l>ooks which the 
1'7 

Chevra helped to publish were all in the Russ:Lan language. 

It is all too clear that the Russian Governme1nt did not in­

tend to allow the educational program ot the Cbevra to be 

successful. The masses of Jews were far too useful as they 

were. In an account or its accomplisb:menta published in 

1880, the Chevra states, without comment, that the government 

has i.ntormed the Chevra that they DBY no long.er establish 

funds to help students or send scholarship fu.nds out of the 
18 

country. The Cbevra could not afford to cl"i ticize the 

fovernment. With the worsening condi t1ons 1 t;he middle cl.ass 

could only hope to maintain its own position •• 

But the Chevra did not have a monopoly on the "surety• 
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that to find the cau•e or the Jewish Problem one nuat look 

w1 thin the J ewisb • s sea • Even to the very end, i.e., 

9 till March of 1881, there were Jewish men of letters 

searching within the Jewish camnunitiea tor the cauaea ot 

and the means to allev1a te the oppression ot the Jews. By 

the end of 18801 the government bad set in motion a calcu­

lated system of deprivation aimed at keeping the Jewish 

••sea as they were, and bandy tor emergency use. The Jewish 

poet, dedicating bis poem to the new year ot 1881 is blind 

to all this, and be s inga, "Wake up 11q nation, 1 t is right 

tba t kings and ministers have given you freedom •••• but your 

Rabbis have taken it any trom you, and now you are poor and 

sick •••• Wake up and take this yoke ott youraelves •••• The 

gates of the land are open, there is no oppreaaor •••• your 
19 

brothers have stolen your freedom.• Four months later the 

axe ot the pogrom tell. 

The Maskil of beabacbar was fighting the obscurantism 

and fanaticism ot the rabbis and basidim. Once these were 

removed or enlightened, the Jews wculd shine f orth. This 

theory, ot course, baa the blessing ot the upper classes ot 

Jews. Typical ot the old voice of the intelligentsia la 

this article addressed to the Jews of Southern Buaaia. 

"Bec:f.luse of the gµilt of year Rabbis you don't bave civil· 

rigbta •••• ao too the educati on of the Heder •••• cboose for 

yourself a Maskil and a religious man •••• love the land in 

whi ch you were born •••• Then tbe batred will pass any, and 

you will bear the legislators saying, ' Open the doors of 
20 

freedom I '" 



The battle against the Orthodox and the Haaidic 

leaders was relentless, tor tbeae were the oauae ot super­

stition and obscurantism. 8 Tbe Tzadik aella taliaaen to 

keep away evil spirita •••• it DI.lat be that be blls inti.ate 
21 

contact W1 th evil sp1r1 ta and can do business w1 th them.• 

For many years the Maskil bad been very caretul not 

to include the Russian government as cause 1n his diagnoaia 

ot the .Tew1ah sickness. On the contrary, the fovernn.nt md 

proved 1ta 1"riendly intentions toward the Jewa by the al­

leviation ot the unjust draft lawa in 1856. The tew crumbs 

ot privileges thrown to the 1ntell1genta1a went a long way. 

!Alter, when a heavy meat tax was levied on tbe Jna, and 

more a trite ns fomented •i thin the J ewiah comrmm1 ty, tbe 

blame waa placed not on the government, but on the Rosbe Ha­

ltabal, (beads of the camnun1ty.) Basbacbar explains it 

tbua, •Arter the Government aaw the poorness of my nation, 

and gave them freedom trom the kidnapperc Who made a business 

with the souls or people, they, (Roshe HaKabal), instead or 

taking taxes tor army exemption, turned to another weapon. 

The Rosbe Baltabal levied a meat tax, am they could bave no 
22 

better 11~el1hood tmn that.• (Ironically, the tax on 

Kosher meat went to support the Crown schools, the express 

pu.rpt:>se ot which was to seduce the children away from 

Orthodoxy.) 

The great dangers and difficulties involved in the re­

forms of the upper class and the old-line radical Maskilim 

were recognized by neny ot the contributors to l:ieshacbar. 

Side by side w1tti the advocat i on of Russ1ficat1on, we find 



1faskil1m raising objections to what DBny young men, by 

ass1m11at1on and conversion, have proved to be the logical 

results of such a program. The Maskil ot tiaabacb8r teared 

this, and realized that each young nan leaving Judaism not 

only; weakened the community, but added coal to the matred or 

the Orthodox tor any sort Qf reform. 

Hasbacbar devotes a great deal ot print to the exami­

nation or the Beskalah. •The Mask11 should not have mocked 

the old beliets, but rather explained them (their fallac1ea,) 

patiently and alowly •••• then the people would have followed 
23 

him." In other words, the program waa failing -Because the 

type of education was wrong. It is necessary to revise the 

methods of education! •Those, (in Gel"Jlllny during the period 

ot German enlightenment), who were under the shadow or 

Cbacbmah, or under . the shadow ot money •••• who round by it 

protection and a · hiding place from their enem1es •••• did not 

look to the rock from which they were hewn, and did not want 

to remember their religion or their brethren •••• The reason 
24 

is their education •••• the upper class secular education •••• • 

Similar results have already been established in Southern 

Russia, where DBny Jews have followed the ol.d Haskalah form­

ula to its logical conclusion. Lamenting the c onditions, 

Hashachar says, "The i:erents are happy t o send their children 

to the Gymnas iwn •••• Tbe Melam:i1m (heder teachers), learned 

Russian and mathenatics (Al • gel acbatJ With great ease, 

and now they ere lforim (teachers 1n secular. school) •••• we 

even heard from Russians saying, 'we didn't see Jews in 

t hose places, only Russia ns• •••• The Jews are not recognized •••• 



The students and the teachers are leaving Juda1sm •••• even 

in the new teacher's college. (to train Jewish teachers.) 
• 25 

Judaism fares badly." The education must include more 

Judaism along wiU:l the secular studies. The Poait1viata 

have lead too DBny of the youth astray. Such things as the 

• Talmld should be brought into the curriculum. for even if 

it does not give lite. it gives knowledge; even if 1t dows 

not neke the body healthy. it broadens the soul and sbarpena 
26 

the mind.• The move now. was to find a compromise. Some 

of tbe A;askilim sensed a worsening of conditions• and only 

through religion would the Jew find strength to unite his 

community-. meet the crisis, and alleviate the pain. (They 

ultinlltely found another answer in Nationalism, but this Will 

be considered later.) The Maakil was reacting against the 

old Haskalah, but his thought was still channeled in terms 

of education. •From Zbitomir went forth the proclaJllltion 

t hat all Jews should learn secular knowledge, - but this 1s 

not the remedy •••• Tbe teachers nade eligible by government 

standards are ignorant of Judaism and its beliefs •••• They 
27 

are 11.ke missionaries!" Th6 solution, according to this 

author, 1s to be found with the old Jewish teachers. "The 

lr!elam:Um who are willing. should be helped, especially fi­

nancially. and Jewish schools should be opened in each city 

to train teachers to be well versed in Judaism as well as 

Russien •••• Practicing teachers must be enccurased to study 
28 

Judaism after school." 

The type of school which the llask11 proposed was runc­

tioning in St. Petersburg in 1876. The curriculum, (similar 



to that of the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute ot 

Religion)• was the •enlig htened lover of Judaism's• con­

cept of a happy c ombinati on of religious and secular learn­

ing. The studies pre-requisite to enrolling in the School 

are "Greek• Le tin. French and the language of the I.end"• 1.e •• 
29 

Ru.ssian. Other required studies are general history• 
30 

geography• and a l' ttle ari tbmetic. Graduation f'l!om a GJJ11-

nasium• or secular high school. meets the requirements. 

The curriculum ot the Jewish school.Beth Midrash 

Cbacbn&h• spans four years. and includes Taln11d. Jewish His­

tory. philosophy of religion• commentaries to Holy Writings. 

and preaching. The first two years are spent learning the 

facts. ( COt)• and the last two years are tor the purpose of 

( J..J CI ., .>/. • ~~ f"\' ) • to sharpen the mind. During the f01 rth 

year "the students gather twice weekly to preach before their 

colleagues after which the sermon is discussed and criticized 
.:s1 

for contents. style and language. 

Education. it would appear. is the s olution for t hose 

who believe that freedom awaits the Jew. The ignorant can 

be taught and trained to earn his civil liberties. But ttiere 

are other voices recorded in Hasbachar which claim that the 

pr ocess should be reversed. The Orthodox Rabbis bad long 

rebuffed the efforts of "enlightenment"• deDllndi ng tt.t tirst 

the Government must show and prove its good f aith with the 

Jews. Likewise the l'B skil who read realistically the signs 

of oppression during the 1870's• looked outside the Jewish 

c ommunity for the source of Jewish aff liction. He wonder ed 

if the cause is from tbe Jews. and if the enlightenment is 



the solution. Hsshacbar gives significant apace to such 

views. 

"Those men who blame the la ck of enlightenment among 

the Jews as the cause of their trouble are wrong. Dr. 

Lilienthal, wbo was sent b7 the Government to Lita and 

Minsk, (cf. 1846), to speak about the government's desire 

to give them enligl".tenment, was anawered b7 the wise man ot 

Minsk saying, 'Until the government gives us rights, Haskalah 

will only bring us oppression.• Some Jews believed Lilienthal, 
32 

and cuccwnbed to a position of no honor.• In other worda, 

some accepted as sincere, the benevolent offers ot the 

government. "Yet, at the same time, the government decreed 

to remove all Jews who lived within thirty versts of the 

border •••• eo that the Minakers decided that it was not tor 

their good tbat the government was trying wiUl a generous 

band and a conmand1ng voice to enlighten them •••• at that time 

there was a political reason behind it. She (the Governmsnt), 

wanted the Jews for some political usea •••• There is no dif­

terence n011 (1879) •••• treedom and rights are not thi~ given 

t o a nan for good behavior, but because he is a 1111n. a 

Education was not tba panacea as many ot the llask111m 

bad proposed. •once a student studied tor the sake of 

knowledge, but today having a Doctorate means material gain •••• 

We are sure that the government will give ua citizenship 

r igh ts, see our talents, and agree tbat we too, are human 

beings, yet we teach merit about our own people who curse ua 

and blame us, and who say that we are not ready tor it •••• 
34 

This is flattery and to reward such people is wrong.• 



It the answer to the J ewiah problem 1• not educa t1on. 

then wmat are the Jews to do! One possibility is inter­

ference in politics, either through revolution (a moveJ1181lt 

which attracted many Jews during the Seventies), or inter­

ference through already established cbannela and 1natitu­

t1ona. For example, one critic aska, •by are the Jews ot 

Galizia subservient when they total one third ot the popi­

lation of Galizia T •••• Because the government wants to con­

trol ua •••• they do not want us to have a say in the geneNl 

govermmtnt, so they give us autonOJD7••••They keep us ••P­
arate.• Therefore, •the Jews mu.at split up •••• take sides, 

- 35 • and work in politics. 

Still others are not even bopetul of Jewish acceptance, 

and we find stirring the idea that the Jews are really di:t-

f'erent. The groundwork for the idea ot Jewish Nationalism 

is laid and begins to develope. In the South, the Jewish 

agricultural colonies were barrassed to the point of failure 

by government and local officials. The final failure of the 

colonies "proved" that the Jews do not make good farmers, 

and such was the propogama circulated among the Russian 

peasants. For those natiol'.lllista who held the belief in re­

turn to the homeland, it was doubly important to have the 

Jew keep faith in his ability to go "back to the land." 

Accusations against the Jewish farmers are answered by 

Hssbacbar in blunt, almost childish terms, "It not tor the 

unjust stWDbling blocks, the Jews cculd have been good 

farmers •••• tbey told lies about us •••• The Jew was not given 

a fair chance •••• Tbe more we sbo• our righteousness, the 



more they •111 bate ua •••• They know in their hearts tt.t 

we are better tt:Bn they •••• tbat'a why they bate ua •••• 1t 
36 

all of us were like them, then their anger would cease.• 

In the years precedihg 1881, Jewish nationalism is a 

subject o:f' significant concern in Hasbacbar,, especially in 

the stories or Peretz Smolenakin. However, the motives tor 

the~ tionaliam, as well as tbe clarity ot tbe idea ot 

na t1onal1sm, are contused and illusive. It is reasonable 

to assume tba t Hasbacbar must be one ot the beat sou.rces tor 

the genesis ot the idea of modern Jewish naticnaliam, since 

the editor-publisher is reputed to be tbe •rather• ot modern 

Jewish nationalism. Yet, the periodical reveals a combina­

t :.on of a nebulous type ot spiritual zionlsm together with 

a •return to Zion• movement for the purpose of removing some 

of the surplus Jews, and tb.e coneequent relieving of pressure 

from the Jews re1111in1ng in Russia. 

It wa s not until after the pogroms that mt1onal1sm, 

as a secular movement of •return", took a tirm hold on the 

intelligentsia, tilling the void left by the discarded be­

lief in •return" through the Messiah. As yet, the emergency 

bad not arisen. The question or nationalism was discussed 

and argued back and forth almost exclusively in lfask111m 

circles. The pra ctical side of nationalism was little more 

than a s olution t o r1d tbe country of surplus Jews, and as 

late as 1880 we bear tbe "nati onalist• saying, "Thank God 

the kingdom of Russia has not expelled the Jewa •••• to tbe 

contrary, she, (the Government,) ls seeking advice to better 

their c onditions •••• The Government the power t o remove the 
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impediment trom our achieving rights, but aurel7, th97 will 
3'7 

not give a 11 a tield and money.• It is here tba t we begin 

to understand the interest tmt tbs upper claaa Jflflrf wou.ld 

take in the •return to Zion• pbaae ot Jewish nationalism. 

"It 1a our obligation to support these destitute (tor whom 

the government •ill not be able to supply a tield and money), 

so tt:.t there •ill not be more impedimenta placed 1n our 

way by these deat1 tute. For these people, Whom the 'good 

' . la•• camiot reach, we D11st provide sustenance and settle-

ment in another place •••• Only then •ill those who rena1n 1n 
38 

the land be able to enJoy the 'good la .. •• 

Tb.ere oan be little doubt that the pre-pogrom Hasbaobar 

did not teel a great need tor a Jewish homeland. For one --
t hing, J ewa 1n nany i-rta of the world were in tine con­

dition. The letters trom America a peak glowingly of Jawa 

as citizens of the Un.ited States. About the Jews ot Vierma, 

Smolenakin writes on the occasion ot the t!ftieth anniver­

sary of the Jewish community, •The members ot the congrega­

tion are tull oittzg~' and there is almost no power that 

could uproot them." 

Hasbacbar was far from interested in trying to 1n.tluence 

the Jewa to look to Israel as a homeland. In tact, the op­

poai te appears to be the case. In the issues of 18'78-1880, 

t~ere 1s printed as aeries of letters from a Russian Jew 

visiting in Palestine. The entire aeries describes the 

conditions as dreadful, the opportunities as almost nil, and 

the Jews living there as the worst kind of people, living 

off the cha r1 ty of the J ewa in the dia 11 pora • The wri tera 



attitude is exemplified by a a tory he tells. A Tzaddik 

while sitting in an inn in Russia, was praying 

tor the coming or the Messiah, so tm t he will be able to 

go to Israel. The innkeeper begged him to stop becauee. 
111t is better to live here, even if owned by a noble. It 

would be better," says tbe innkeeper, "it all the robbers 

and murderers were to go to Israel, and we ccnld stay here.• 

The writer ot the story concludes that the innkeeper/(GJ ~~ ~,~ 

•opened his mouth to Satan, and Saten nm.at t.ve done as 
- 40 

he said.• 
-

Ia this the type ot propoganda which WC'.ild create love 

tor Zion? One might expect a retutation by Smolenakin -

otherwise, -.by print it? However, in 1880, Smolenskin adds 

a footnote to one of the letters 1n this same series of let­

ters which describes all the bad points of the land. The 

series is to be published in book form called "Bretz Zvi.• 

"This valuable book, which pictures for us 1n truth, the 

way of our brethren in the Holy Land •••• 1'111 be for eyes 

for all who want to know what is bsppening in the Holy Land •••• 
41 

The nen (author), is taitbf'ul, and all his words are ~e." 

A return to Zion would requires work in the fields, and 

barns. But Hsabacbar, prior to 1881, does very little to 

influence tbe people to go back to nature. In fact, ~molensk1n 

himself wrote, "You do not have anything which is against 

knowledge and dulls the heart like working the land. If we 

were to succeed in neking .all the poor of our nation into 

farmers, then in a ~hort time we would remove all knowledge 
42 

and culture from ninety out of one hundred of our brethren. 
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Such views as these, •hen placed beside the positive 

na tionelism of nny of Smolensk1n •s stories n11st have dis­

turbed a nd c onfused neny of the ardent ns tionel1ata. And 

t oo , some Ma sk ilim were beginning to wonder about the place 

of Hebrew in this outlook. 

In a letter to Smolenskin, Ben Yebudah atatea, •A . 

spiritual nation is DC' good Without a land •••• and th.at is the 
43 

only place where Hebrew can be revived.• Smolenak1n'a 

reply was moat elusive and indefinite. •Tbe redemption ia 

still tar tram us, not because they (the nations) wi ll not 

give ua the land, am not because our enemies will atop us, 

but because our brethren do not want it •••• We should now ., 
educate t hem, and return their hearts to that hope.• 

The eruption of the Russian masses settled t.he problem 

t or almost all concerned. 



-41-

Chapter IV - Haahacbar - 1881-1884 

The accession ot Alexander III and the black daJ11 

that followed necessitated pra ctical and expedient ans­

wers to the problem of Jewish survival. The intellectual 

work of Hashachar seemed to be arrested by an actual move­

ment in which men could no longer consent to be the sport of 

mere abstractions. ba. t 1n which there waa a strong contest 

of hwllln sufferings. needs. interests. hopes and wishes. 

•The fine web of reasoning. the confident deductions of logic 

and the demons tra t1 ons of What must be the future of the 

J ewiah · na t1ona 1 idea • seemed to ba ve been brought to e 

pra c ti ca 1 term1.na ti on in those stirring de ya of hasty• per­

plexed and planless experiments of emigration and coloniza-
1 

t1on.• 

Hasbacbar reveals ti:.t many Maskilim suddenly began to 

develop more and more nationalistic ideas; gradually aban­

doning the position of the Haskalah. This ls not surprising 

in view of the facts. (1) the emergency demanded a pl.ace of 

refuge for the millions of J9ws; (2) There was need to ex­

pl a in the rejection and persecution of those Who were already 

enlightened, and semi-assimilated into the general society; 

(3) There was need for a unifying ideal to bold together the 

religious with the non-religious J ews; (4) There was need to 

hold out hope of "return to Zion" for those non-religious 

Jews Who no longer believed in salvation by the W~ssiab. 

The changes which t ook place in Ha sbacbar during and after 

1881 are, for the most i:ert1 changes without retrospect. 
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The tendencies a.nd view are altered, without recognition 

of change. 

In the first article after the pogroms, Basbacbar 

gives the impression that it always bad the view toward 

reality, the political insight and maturation that it nov 

shows. •rs it only suddenly that thousands upon thouaanda 

are become our enemies over night •••••• thia ia the reault 

of many councils, work and planning •••••• Hov do we knov? 

Because it vas so success1"u.1. ••• • •• These (the pogroms) are 
2 

the results of talent and thought.• The fact that 

Hashacbar did not f'ormerly reveal the truth o:- predict the 

catastrophe is explained. •rr a Jew in Russia, one month 

before the evil •••• bad said that it will be so, they would 
3 

have laughed at him as at a mad devil." 

To the degree that the searchers for the cause of 

Jewish persecution looked within the Jewish coman1nity before 

1881, they now direct their investigation outside the com­

munity. "We have sought and found that the reasons for the 

outbursts against us are; The Jews were not given rights 

as the rest of the people of ~he nation. Therefore the 

people think that since there are no rights for the Jews, 

anyone can do against them as he vishea •••• Furthermore, in 

this case of organized groups, the reason is also the fact 

that for the last twenty years no one baa stopped the hate 
4 

in the Russian newspapers.• •••• •1n Odessa, Kiev, Wilna, 

Petersburg, and Moscow many newspapers came out with the 
5 

objective of igniting the masses.• It is conceivable that 

Hasbachar did recognize the newspaper as disseminating the 
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policies of the government, but expressed surprise rather 

than make a tul.1-blovn indictment ot the government apon-

sored violence. Later, however, there are .f'uller explana-

tiona for the hatred ot the Jews. 

"The law does not give the Jews any protection. After 

the Jews were found not guilty of ritual murder at the trial 

in Pressburg, (Hunga17) the masses began massacring and 
6 

plundering their homes •• • 

Hasbachar also began to develop a mature attitude 

toward apologetics. •There is no use in writing apologetics 

in foreign languages because the Christiana will not read 

them, and it they do they will not believe them •••• anJWay ••• 
II 7 

The blood accusation is only an excuse to arouse the masses •• 

There la recognition ot the government's role in anti-semitiam. 

"Any unclean occurrence in the economic or legal structure 

of the state ia liable to be a source of trouble and sorrow 
8 

(l'or the Jews).• 

The new turn ot events now makes it necessary for 

Hashacbar to negate the attitudes and theories of the Jewish 

bourgeoisie. •The rich Jews, tor whom doors were opened, 

imagined that there was no longer anything to fear •••• and 

when they saw the words of the liberals they agreed aloud 

with them saying •••• • in us is the guilt, because we lend 

for interest and oppress the land,• •••• and even when the 
9 

evil came they (the wealthy,) said the same thing.• 

Hashachar now restates the problem and gives the 

solution. "When we open our eyes, we see that whatever 

we do, our enemies will hate us,• and the solution,---
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•Let us leavel" Furthermore, Palestine is the place to 

which the Jews must go. The poet cries to hia people. • 

•you a.re foreigners here, don't you know by nov? •••• It for 

a moment the smiting stops, you comf'ort yourselves •••• 

that good days vill return •••• Return to your count1"7 
11 

(Israel) where you vill work and be savedl" 

Not even America is good enough. Since the anawer 

or the intelllgensia to Jewish suf'fering is that they are 

a nation without a home, it follows that they must oppose 

any f'urther dispersion, and press tor an •ingathering,• 

and paint as attractive a picture of the land of Israel 

as possible. Hashacbar realized that oppression. unless 

the threat or death is terribly imminent, is not enough 

cause to make the Jews emmigrate. Using the case ot 

B:mnanJa, Haahachar states, "The Jews did not leave because 

they were earning money by credit and interest ••••• and 

they were afraid that they would not find jobs in the 
12 

European States." ·Here too, Hashachar shows its change 

in approach to history. The reasons for the bad conditions 

ot the Rumanian Jews are, "Haekalah's teaching or 'let us 

seek the cause of our trouble inside ourselves' ••• •, and . 

also the fact that they did not leave for Israel. "Those 

who did leave, were mislead to America and later returned 
13 

to Rwnanla." 

The place of hope is Israel, and the per.iodical 

must try t o focus the attention of the people on that 

land. The Jew should look to Eretz Yisroel because of 

"the memory of parents -- tradition ••• to find bread ••• 
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a land to work ••• help raise the moral standard ot tboae 

14 
who live in Israel.• Prior to 1881, Israel vaa consid-

ered ve-ry undesirable because or the abominations ot ita 

inhabitants. Bow, however, "the ones who live in Israel ••• 

and nake all kinds or abominationa •••• will slowly be turned 
15 

into a pure nation.• And too, it really is not the tault 

ot Israel that abominations are committed there. It is 

really the tault ot the wealt~ in Russia. •'!'hey sent 

only the poor and sick to Israel when they should have 
16 

been sending the young and strong.• 

There must be unit7 of strength and purpose in 

working for the up-building or •The Land.• The Maskil 

begins to close ranks with the Orthodox 1n order to con­

vince him or the hope and mission. Anyone, or any group, 

which does not bend eve-ry effort to establish the new 

national home--even well-meaning efforts to settle the 

Jews in some other safe place, cannot be tolerated. 

Hasachar ia unyielding in its combat against the Orthodox 

leaders and •enlightened" leaders alike, it their efforts 

are not directed to the one p1.1rpose. "You Rabbis ••••• 

now is your time to do something for your people •••• 

be not like the Rabbis of Minsk who decreed days of 

fasting and special prayers, and barked like mules to 

repent •••• even if you fast for years you will not have 

peace •••• Instead, this is the time to do •••• there is no 

doing without strong spirit •••• Lessen the number ot 
17 

afflictions, and speak fervently for settling Eretz YisroelJ 9 
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Also the wealthy do not escape the scathing pen 

of the nationalists. "As soon as the Jews become wealt}J7. 
18 

they forget their Jewishness and their brethren.• 

•1.r among us, some will awake to do good for all Jews, 

they will be poor, because most of the rich among ua will 

neither pay any attention to us nor to our condition •••• 
19 

they will do anything the land dictates.• When con-

templating the attitudes of the wealthy, the author can­

not help but express his doubt concerning f'ulfillment or 
the hope to •unity the nation all over the world, to teach 

it its language, and to change the hearts of the wealthy 
20 

to love and see us as a nation, not as strangers.• 

Hashachar's turn about in policy is even ..f'urther 

revealed by the charges it brings against the pre-pogrom 

Maskilim. The nationalistic Maskil of the moment is not 

cut from the aame cloth as the Maskil of the Seventies. 

Hasha.char divorces itself from them with a most convinc-

ing indictment. 8 The old Maskillm were the foremost to do 

for the Russian nation. They bled on the hills of Siberia 

under general Cherkiov, and they even donated money to 
21 

build a monument in Kiev to Chemelnitsld." 

Ho longer is •knowledge• the .formula for the sal­

vation of the Jew. Hachum Sokolow, who was an anti-

nationalist Masldl even after the Pogroma, wrote a book 

in 1882, in which he claimed that if the land will be 

filled with knowledge (!\\ l 4i)J "The wol.f will dwell with 

t he sheep, and the leopard will lie down with the lamb.• 
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Hasbachar•a reaction to the idea is, •with more knowledge, 

22 
there will be newer means tor destruction of the Jewa.• 

Only Smolenakin was willing t o admit that he had 

changed hia views, and it la only through him that we can 

speculate that Hashacbar was conscious of its own change 

in policy. "Fourteen years ago, (1869), I wrote •••• tbat 

I saw light by mean3 of Haakalah, which was like a foun­

tain of salvation, without realizing that people would 

change it, and without knowing what it would do for us ••• 

Not seeing that it brought traitors and enemies ••••• 

We were happy because even Catholic countries let us live 

in peace •••• but the good days did not last •••• The children 

became apoiled •••• The present light is Eretz Yisroel, and 
23 

it is for her that we must work." 

All phases of Jewish life are looked to for aid 1n 

building the Jewish homeland. No longer la farming to be 
24 

rejected by Jews because it keeps them from study. " 

Rather, "We must establish Agudot, (groups) who will 

collect money • • •• From each group select one good, strong 

lad •••• about one hundred should go to Israel immediately 

to start a colony •••• After a few years all will be con-
25 

vinced that Israel is for us, and they will go." 

Obviously, appeals are made to different groups in 

terms ot their own interests. Religion too , bas a great 

role in the upbuilding of the land. "It (Israel) will bo 

a center for Torah, and from there Torah will go out to 
26 

all the world." 
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Those who wanted to fight as revolutionaries in 

Russia,-let them fight for Israel. •secause the tight 

tor t he establishment of our nation is a Holy war, 

(v'~"' ;~r/H), and for anyone going out to the battle­

field, it is as it he performs all the Mitzvot in the 
27 

Torah." 

One could almost consider sections of Basbachar 

as a band-book for ways to aid the establishment of the 

land. "Help Eretz Yisroel by purchasing Ethrogim from 
28 

her, and do not import them from Greece.• Money is 

needed, and individuals, as well as groups, can be of 

great help. "The Jews in Slovink are, for the most part 

in bad condition •••• but there is one man who awakens the 

love of Israel in the hearts of the Jews and donates 

money •••• and is preparing to buy land in our Holy Land 
29 

and give it to them, so that they will work a.nd keep it." 

"Each should place a box in hi s own home and collect 
JO 

money for our Land.• However, since such a great amount 

of money la needed, the philanthropy of single individuals 

is not enough. Some of the pleas are very touching, such 

as t his account of a pogrom.• •••• wild people, not humans • • • 

attack soft, delicate wives and daughters •••• before the 

eyes of their husbands and parents •••• Houses full of 

"Well Being" (Kol Tuv) are laid bare and empty in one 

night •••• Don• t cry for us, but open your pockets and give 

to t hose leaving their birth country •••• to go to their 

home •••• You beauti ful, kind women, have mercy on your 



-49-
31 

sisters •••• and 1n1'luence your husbands to give.• To 

save the "remnant of Israel•, "we should collect the mone7 
32 

to b~ the land from Turkey." 

Since so many people are about to go to Israel, the 

Hebrew language must be revived in all haste. There la a 

collective effort of scholars to formulate new Hebrew worda, 
33 

e.g., •nationalism; emancipation, etc.• 

Lest the Jews get the wrong impression that all the 

aid must come t'rom outside of Israel, let them be assured 

that Israel is doing much to lift itself up by its own 

boot-straps. In 1883 the more fortunate of Jvruaalea 

formed a •societ7 tor Helping 'l'he Oppressed.• •••• •To help 

as much aa possible, all our brethren in Jerusalem, by 

teaching trades to youth, and helping them to find work 
34 

and livelihood.• Thia semi-cooperative effort receives 

exhaustive praise from Hashachar. The structure of the 

society reveals that Israel is not to be a mere farm 

colony, but a productive manufacturing community, and 

they have the middle class to prove it. "Our society 

is to "l-Train youth in a trade or skill for one year. 

2-Incline the hearts of Jews to live Jewishly in building 

and i n business. 3-To make loans to talented business 

people. 4-To give support equally to Ashkenazim and 

Sepharadim. The income of the society is collected 

through charity f rom outside the land, from t he well-to-do 

in J erusalem, and a small sum from the worker's salaries.• 
3.S 

Suffice it to say that the entire scope of Hasbachar 
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is directed toward nationalism and the upbuilding of the 

land. No longer are there any complaints or any uncom-
36 

plimentary pictures of Israel. Rather Hashachar triea 

to paint a desirable picture of Israel, and at the same 

ti~e give the impression of being realistic and accurate. 

Here, for example, is a question and anawer section dealing 

with matters of inte~est to the potential immigrant. 

"Question-Climate? Answer-Good and healthtul--a European 

can easily become accustomed to it •••• Question-Work in 

the fields? Answer-Generally easier than in Europe •••• • 

and so forth. about such matters as taxes, cost of living, 

cost of passage. produce of land. etc. The opportunities 
37 

seem to be very enticing. Even the stories have happy 

endings. Usually the wayward Maskil find bis way back to 

the fold and to the land of Israel, where he finds happiness. 

The movements which Hasbachar deema praiseworthy are 

those which stimulate and intensit'y the feeling for Jewish 

nationalism. Of the Abavat Talon group started in Wilna, 

Hashachar says, "Thia wonderful group speaks about The 

Language and the unity of our people; 1 t has established 

a Hebrew Library; • •• • its members read Hebrew books together; •• 
38 

all its members teach Hebrew.• •1n Krakow they are form-

ing groups to unify our brethren and help them settle in 

Eretz Yisroel •••• The university students have formed the 

Cherut Yisroel 'Freedom of Israel,• to watch the movements 

of our enemies •••• who write against ua •••• These groups also 

look forward to settling in the land of our forefathers to 
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work the land •••• There is a "Speakers of the Hebrew Lan­

guage" group to spread literature concerning the land of 
39 

Israel and its history, especially among the students.• 

One other phase of Hasbachar'a mobilization of 

national forces remains to be considered. Namely, the 

utilization of Israel to take in surplus population in 

order to relieve the hard pressed areas of Eastern Europe. 

It may be that the intelligensia grossly over-rated the 

capacity of Palestine ••• In view of the entire policy, how­

ever, it appears that this type of appeal was conceived 

in order to gain the support of wealthy Jews, interested 

in maintaining their position in Russia. "In places where 

t here is not enough food, then there is no hope except 

that the poor should leave the land •••• then the poor will 
40 

have more, and the land which they leave will have more." 

This is better understood in the light of a letter written 

collectively by the students of a "school t or wisdom,• 

asking the Jews who have means, to help organize groups 

to save the oppressed Jews of their own respective coun­

tries. If they will help t he poor Jews to leave, then 

t hey too will stand to gain. "Be to your brothers aa 

saviors, and you too will benefit by their departure •••• 

there will remain a wider field for you to conduct your 

business or occupation, so as to bring a blessing to your 
41 

homes." 

Hashachar, in changing to Nationalism as the hope 

tor Jewish survival, could not tolerate apathy, opposition, 

or deviate point of view. First, and foremost among the 
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obstacles is the mass of Jews ••• -and Hashacbar sti:-ives to 

arouse them. "We are like a dead body that feels no pain ••• 

that does not feel the zealousness of her enemies hate •••• 

Ve are blind •••• it is a long time since the plagun began •••• 

the homes are desolate •••• money is as useful as the mud in 

the streets •••• wives and daughters are kept handy for passers-

by •••• Yet what did the children of Israel do •••• Some sought 

refuge and died of hunger •••• and the rest of the nation who 

could have done something just froze and waited tor the 

end~-until the anger of the enemy would subside, nnd then 

they could make peace with the enemy •••• 

Ve can only understand the Jewish lethargy when we 

realize that the children of Israel have lost the feeling 

and the will to return to their land and be a natjlon •••• 

We are a dead nation because we do not do anything against 

our enemies •••• Even if there will be a shadot.: of peace in 

one place, we can prophesy with surety that soon 1~he per­

secution will begin •••• There is no place in which we can 

have r efuge from all oppressive and destructive f()rces, 
42 

except in Israel •••• " 

The type of educ a ti on formulated to preparE~ the Jew 

for part~cipation in the general culture is no longer valid. 

Prior to 1881 the move had been to reform religion and its 
43 

leaders, --"to bring enlightenment to the Orthodox.," 

Now, however, when a book appears suggesting to the govern­

ment that the rabbis should reform --l;hat "the government 

enforce its influence with the rabbi s to change t he laws 
44 

of the re l i gion," Hashachar' s reaction is one oj~ cold 
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comfort in that "the book is written in Hebrew so that 

45 
not many will hear of such outrageous advise.• 'l'he 

critic sums up the feelings of Hashachar by saying. 

•it it were not for the fact that we see the author knowe 

how to organize words, we would say that he is completely 
46 

mad." 

The Chevra Marbey HaHaskalah. which bad played 

such an important role in Hashachar during the form.er 

years, is now persona-non-grata because of its basic 

philosophy of Russification. The article quoted in 

chapter III. pages 28-29. was written by the Chevra in 

1872. but is printed in Hashachar in 1882, without accom-

panying comment •••• Wbat greater condemnation of the Chevra•s 

philosophy and system of education could there be than to 
47 

publish. just after the "May Laws• have been invoked. 

the Chevra•s statement and prophecy that "ot:r salvation 

is here •••• the rights of the citizen will blossom like a 
48 

rose." 

It is most significant to note that the Chevra con-

tinue in its •unclean" state as far as Hasnachar is con-

cerned, until its policies begin to show some coni'ormity 

with those of the periodical. In 1884 we suddenly find 

that the Chevra•s policy was never one of "Bussification 

of the Jews through the Russian language and in the Russian 
49 

spirit." Rather, •Among all the aims that Chevr& made, 

the most honorable aim is to raise up the Hebrew language, 

to give it strength among the nation, and to circulate 
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helpful books in the Hebrew language •••• and the Chevra 

50 
was faithful to her aim." (This is the same group vho'a 

51 
list of accomplishments published in 1880 contained onl7 

Russian language publications.) The Chevra baa lost most 

ot the voice and influence it once had among the Jews, 

so a new department is to be instituted, --a department 

of "Dissemination of Haskalah among the Jews in the land 

of Russia • • ( r•on f.>1-r .>:•)~¥9' l'ia ~t.a;t;' ',llA) •because 

the hour needs it •••• in time of pogrom, only in such lan­

guage can our authors pour out their hearts anddebate •••• 
52 

without fear of strangers mixing in.• The alma of the 

new Hebrew Chevra are: 1-to uphold and disseminate the 

knowledge of the pure Hebrew language. 2-to instill in 

the nation good taste and knowledge of the history and 

sages. 3-teach all helpful things. "The department will 
53 

publish books, articles, and ao forth." I~ would appear 

that the Chevra baa not changed its program. In fact, it 

seems that Hebrew is utilized even more to facilitate 

implementation of the program. It is conceivable that 

t he non-occurrence of wide-spread pogroms for about two 

years has rekindled the hope of the middle class that 

they, and the masses of Jews when properly trained, might 

rise above the then current, precarious status-quo. 

We are not able to trace the development farther 

in Hasbacbar, for shortly after Peretz Smolenskin'a 

death in 1884, the periodical ceased publication. However, 

there is one reaction to the new development in the Cbevra 
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Y.iarbey Basbkalah. Smolensk.in' s brother, for reason's about 

which we can only speculate, saw .fit to have Haahachar 

once again, come out in favor of the Chevra. During ita 

last years o.f publication, Hashachar was in critical atraita 

.financially, and it seems likely that supporting the new 

Chevra might be pro.fl table. Vri ting for Peretz Smolenald.n, 

his brother asks the people to support the new movement 

.from the North, (St. Petersburg). "From the Borth there 

have arisen well known people, (Baron David Ginzburg, 
-

head of the Chevra, and Leon Rosenthal, secretary) blessed 

with wealth, to help us and our language •••• In them we 
54 

should trust, because they are trustworthy people." 

The wrath of Hashachar also descended upon the organ­

ization known as Kol Yisrael Cbaver1m, or Kiach. Translated­

"All Israel are Companions", and known most commonly as the 

Alliance Israelite Universalle. The main purpose of this 

organization was to raise money for the resettling of Jewish 

refugees. The Alliance utilized any available haven aa 

locations for new Jewish settlements, and of course, 

Hashacbar could not tolerate this. (It will be recalled 

that Kia ch was one of the mai.n supporters of Hasbachar 
55 

prior to 1881. 

Shortly after the initiation of the pogroms, when 

according to Hasbacbar, Israel is the only place to which 

Jews should go, a letter is sent from Rumania to the editor 

of Hasbacbar. 8 Is Oliphant, (the bead of Kiach) sincere 

in his offer to help Jews settle in Eretz Yisro~ ••••• 
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There are three hundred families in B---- waiting to leave. 

The government hates us, and tries to break any support 

or 11vel1.hood that we may have •••• There is a new law that 

a Jew cannot be a middle-man ( )IO)O) between a buyer 
56 

and a seller •••• A Jew cannot even sell salt.• To the 

Jews, steeped in such poverty and oppression, Smolenald.n 

answers, •011phant is just telling fablea •••• Kiach la 
51 

sending the Jews to America.• Since Kiach utilizes 

places other than Israel, it would seem that they are 

not to be trusted or followed, even, it would seem, at 

the expense of the re.fugees' lives. 

Since Israel la now the only goal of Haabacbar, 

every effort mu.st be made to •11ft up the barrier from 
56 

the path of my people." 'l'he •barrier• is Kiach. Ignor-

ing its form.er alliance with Kiach, the periodical now 

reveals the •true" Kiach. "When the news of the pogrom 

was first heard, our brethren in Europe arose and collected 

money to help the Jews and save them •••• Klach urged the 

Jews to hurry and depart for America •••• Kiach did not dis­

cuss it with those who understand the problem, nor with 

the Jews i n America •••• Ellinger from America, who later 

was exposed while making a "business" out of bis brethren, 

influenced many Jewish l eaders, including Rothschild •••• 

101 000 Jews went to America, and soon after thousands more ••• 
59 

but suddenly Klach stopped.... because the Jews of America 

were afraid that with the coming of the poor and unenligbt-
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ened Jews, persecution would come upon all the Jews in 

60 
America." 

The above is a very poignant observation, but 

Hasbachar was interested in more than the attitudes ot 

American Jews. Kiach must be discredited tor non-support 

of Israel. "Kiach colllllli tted a si.n or deceit •••• Kiach 

spread lies and sent people to America against their will.• 

The real grievance that Hasbacbar has with Kiach is that 

"Kiach has brought back the division and broken the unity ••• 

Kiach can only be forgiven if it will again collect money 

and send the Jews to Israel who want to go there •••• Ve 

should all first try to make Kiach understand, and if then, 
61 

they won't help, we should fight them." 

The attempts to help Kiach understand are co~pled 

with attempt to destroy its reputation in the eyes of the 

people. It would appear that the major purpuse ls to dis-

credit rather than correct, and there are no holds barred. 

"The directors of Klach are not really guilty, it is just 

t hat they are far away and do not know the condition of 
62 

t heir brethren." 

"To send our brethren to America is like converting 

them, and not to help them buy an estate in Israel ls as 

if to make t hem change their religion •••• Kiach will not 
63 

remain if it continues in this way." 

"Kiacb is sending the Jews far away so that they 
64 

will not come back and be a burden on them.• 
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Hashachar appeals to reason in explainiDg wb7 Kiach 

does not incline toward Israel, and at the same time build• 

up an emotional case against the efforts of Kiach. Kiach 

does not favor Israel because of •1-dual allegiance •••• 

2-the Reform idea that salvation can be tound in other 

countries has negated the hope ot 'next year in Jerusalem'•• 

and 3-if Jews go to Israel they may return, and then Kiach 
65 

will have to send them to America anyway.• Coupled with 

this is a footnote to the effect that "From America come 

hundreds of letters which curse their day, and curse them 
66 

who brought them there to be sold for slaves and bondsmen.• 

Eventually, Hashachar abandons its attempt to con­

vince Jews in countries where they have rights and freedom 

to support a nationalist movement. The only course for the 

nationalist is to condemn Kiach. "Kiacb has turned to be a 

Satan, and has increased our wounds more than our enemies 
67 

by putting thousands in bell by sending them to America." 

"Kiacb should be destroyed and another Chevra whose aim is 

Eretz Yisroel should be formed, and it should include not 
68 

only Reform people.• 

The fight which Hashachar wages against anti-nation-

alist Jevjsb organizations, was also waged against publica-
69 

tions and individuals. Such men as Levanda and Bogrov 

still believed in assimilation. Bogrov even went so far 

as to advertise in a Russian language periodical in 1882 
70 

for increased inter-marriage. Bashachar considered this, 

as well as any question of the ultimate success of the return 
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to Zion, as a threat to the movement. "When Mr. Sokolov 

claims that the nationalists advocate that •the Jews should 

leave without delay,' and that the nationalists know 

neither law nor bounds, and further, that we teach our 

youth that 'hope is lost if we cannot establish routes 

to Palestine,• then he, {Sokolow) is fabricating lies and 

putting them in the mouths of those who uphold our national 
72 

system. 

Last but not least of the movements to come under 

the whip of Hashachar was the German Haskalah. Much of 

the blame for the current trouble, as well as the wayward-· 

ness of the pre-pogrom Maskilim is placed upon it, rather 

than upon the Russian teachers of Haskalah. Smolenskin 

writes, "I opened the eyes of my readers to see that all 

the sorrows that befell us were brought about by the Berlin 

Haskalah •••• the idea that we are not a nation destroyed 

our being, and the zealousness of the Berlin Haskalah 

destroyed the rest of our institutions. It was not a 

loving hand that the (German) government extended to the 

people •••• but a hand to destroy them •••• The Jews did not 

close the gates of the Jewish street---from outside watch­

men were placed •••• The Jews did not refuse to reap and sew, 

but with a strong hand they were kept from doing so •••• 

Yet any time that quiet reigned, the Kaiser was immediately 

thanked and honored •••• The result of the Berlin Haskalah 

was to uproot the main pillar, i.e., that we are a nation •••• 

To remedy the Jewish position, we should not put far 
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from our dwellings knowledge and wisdom •••• but ve must 

fight the following kind of Haskalah. " Smolenski11 then 

lists what he considers the "Ten Commandments• of the 

Berlin Haakalah. "1-We have to choose the ways oJr other 

nations. 2-change all that we inherited from our parents 

so that it will not be recognized. 3-remove all tjlea of 

love for our nation so tba t 1 t will completely aa1sim1la te. 

4-remove all hope of our being a nation again and of hav­

ing honor because we live in our own land. 5-elimjlnate the 

Hebrew language. 6-do anything which is right in the eyes 

of the gentiles, even if it means dividing and classifying. 

7-promise that ve will be like all other men. 8-dc~ceive 

ourselves vi th the talk and hope of peace when thc~re ia 

none. 9-agree with the gentile that we are the source of 

our trouble. 10-do not praise ourselves, lest our enemies 
73 

will say that we are proud of what they do not lo,re. • 

It is fairly clear that Hashachar's one maln inter­

est after 1881, is in Israel as a nation in exile 1, yearning 

and striving for the return to its homeland. As long as 

t he children of Israel are in exile, governments uill con­

tinue to use them and oppress them as the need ar1Lses. 

But t he hope of return will give them strength and forti­

tude to bear the pain, and work for their brethre11. "We 

must believe that we are a nation •• •• study the Hebrew 

language •••• bring money to Eretz Yisroel •••• make Israel 

the recipient for charity and philanthropy •••• teac:h the 

people how to work ••• • encourage the capable to se1~tle in 
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Israel now •••• seek our help within ourselves •••• and 

bring the love or our country and our language into 
74 

the hearts or our youth.a 
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Chapter V - An Appraisal ot the Critics 

The data. of chapters III and IV reveal a dEtflnl te 

change in Hashacbar' s policies and orientation aft;er 1881. 

Most of the critics do not mention this. Simon Bsi1k1n. 

however. does give some hint when he states. •rt 1.s true. 

ot course. that the Russian pogroms or 1881-1882 1i1rere 

the immediate cause of the earliest initiation or Zioniam •• 
1 

as an organized movement in Jewish life." As far• as 

Smolenskln and the Hasbacbar are concerned, HalklnL make 

only passing mention or that fact that "Peretz Smolensk.in 

did not embrace Zionism before the eighties, but as early 

as 1868, in the programmatic editorial in which he intro­

duced his epoch making Hasbacbar1 le,(Smolenskin~I bad 

declared that it ls not at all unseemly for the modern 

Jew to aspire to political independence in a Jewish State 
2 

in Palestine.• There is no other mention of Hashachar. 

Except for Halkln's appraisal, none of the scholars 

deal with material of Hasbacbar as a reflection of move-

ments and forces in society. Hasbachar is dealt w:lth as 

part of Smolenskin. We even find the statement tbl~t 
3 

"Hasbachar is Sta0lensk1n, • and th.at the analysis c:>f' 

Hashacbar ls usually through the life of its edi toJr. 

The approach to the life of Smolenskin is d13vel­

oped in personal and psychological terms, rather tban 

in a socio-historic a.nalysis, and t hi s approach is under­

standable in view of the scholars' ideologies. It se~.ul8 
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reasonable to assume that the only scholars who can 

deal with Hashacbar are those who are proficient in 

Hebrew. The scholar who is proficient in Hebrew, and 

sets his life's task to deal with Hebrew Literature, 

must do so out of a love for the language. Furthermore, 

those who love the Hebrew language are usually Jewish 

Nationalists, and too, they are usually prejudiced in 

favor of material written in Hebrew. Now,--since Peretz 

Smolenskin was such an ardent Zioniat,--even reputed to 

be the "father• or modern nationalism,--and hia period­

ical was composed in Hebrew, it follows that we might 

expect the scholars either to place Smolenskin's period­

ical in a favorable light, or, as in the case on Balkin, 

not deal with it at all. This is precisely the fact. 

Smolenskin•s drive and fire, his love of Hebrew and Jewish 

nationalism which were paramount in the years 1881-1884, 

captured the favor of the scholars, and this fervor car­

ried over into Hashacbar. The only policies of Hashachar 

which we find scholars recording are nationalism, and 

pro- Hebrew, including the years prior to 1881. The only 

recognized change, except for Balkin, is that after 1881 

the nationalism was intensified. It is true that Smolen­

sk.in was interested in nationalism before 1881. But 

(as the material in this thesis proves) Smolenskin was 

not all of Hashachar. There were other elements opposed 

to nationalism before 1881, and they are part of Hashachar. 

Lachover, when considering the general development 
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of nationalism, mentions that • •• only later doea one find 

4 
t he positive side in the f i ght for nationalism.• However, 

he does not relate this to Hashachar. Lachover makes no 

attempt to relate Hasbachar to the society from which it 

emerged. Aside from. considering literary form and style, 

Lachover does little more than give the details ot Smolen­

skin• s life, and try to analyse a few personal and psycho­

logical factors that may have caused him to develop as he 

did. The essence of Lachover•s criticism is, •Smolenskin 

was an author of strong will and great imagination, and a 

strong sense of the pulse ot the current of life, yet he 

was without great art istic reeling, and he lacked the 

proper balance in terms of truth • • • • In other words, 

Smolenakin was given to exaggeration. As far as Hashacbar 

is concerned, it la strictly Smolenskin. "Through Hasbacbar 
5 

•••• he tried to renew the spirit of the Hebrew reader." 

It is clear that t here was no attempt to deal with Hashachar 

as a medium reflecting the f orces of its contemporary society. 

s. Dubnow, being an ardent nationalist, does not 

a ttempt to find fault with Basbachar, as he does with other 

publ ications, such as "Dyen", (a Russian Jewish publication) 

whi ch advocated •complete fusion of the i nt erests of the 
6 

Jewish populati on with thos e of the other citizens.• For 
7 

Dubnow, Smolenskin is the "Harbinger of Jewish Nationalism.• 

Likewise for Dubnow, Hashachar is part of Smolenskin, and 

t he onl y change i n Smolenskin i n 1881 is t hat "He laid aside 
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the question of the development of Jewish nationalism 

i n the Diaspora, and became an enthusiastic preacher 
8 

of the restoration of the Jewish people in Palestine.• 

Dubnow deals in a devastating manner with such assimila­

tionist groups as the Chevra Marbey Ha'Haskalah, but he 

does not relate them to Hashachar. As f'ar as Hashachar 

is concerned, •Hashachar exerted a tremendous inf'luence 

upon the mental development of the young generation •••• 

here t hey learned to distinguish between essential 

elements in Judaism and mere accretions •••• Hashacbar 

was the staff of life for the generation of that period 
9 

of transition." 

Klausner, too, la more interes ted in Smolenskin 

that Hashacbar. Klausner was interested in Hasbacbar 

insofar as it was a medium of expression for Smolenskin. 

Hi s feeling for Smolenskin is nobly expressed,--"He was 

head and shoulders above them all, not onl y as writer, 

but a l so as a man. Smolenskin was a fighter all hi s 

days •••• one of the greatest Hebrew fi ghters of a l l gen-
10 

erations." I n view of t his, one would hardly expect 

Kl ausner to be critical of Smolenskin's publication. 

Klausner makes no att empt to analyse t he contents 

of Hasbacbar except for Smolenskin's s tories and arti cles, 

so that there is very litt l e wi t h which t o take 

issue . However, be does menti on t hat f or Smolenskin, 

"J ewi sh nationalism is a progr es s ive i dea and not a re-
11 

a cti onar y one." Since Klausner equates Hashacbar with 
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Smolenskin, it is safe to assume that the same bolds true 

for the periodical. A study of the material in Hasbacbar 

r eveals that as far as Smolenskin is concerned, there ia 

a progression i n bis natiorut.lism from 1875 on, but the 

reaction in 1881 to the upheaval in Russia was most extreme. 

However, as far as the periodical is concerned, there is 

a great deal more included than just t he writings and 

sentiments of Smolenskin, and among many of the elements 

included, nationalism was definitely a reaction to perse­

cution in 1881. 

There is little value to be gained from discussing 

other critics, for their general approach is to accept 

those views which Hasbachar disseminated during the post­

pogrom days, as being the same as t hose published during 

a ll the years of the periodical's circulation. 
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References to Basbacbar are noted simply by the Yol111118 

number and page, e.g., 8. P• 200, refers to Yolume eight. 

page 200. 

Volume 1 through volume 10, page 209, cover• the period 

from 1868 to ~.larch, 1881. Volume 10, page 210, through YollDle 

12 covers the period to the end ot publication in l884-

Notes to Chapter Ia 
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quests for subscribers to send in their tees. In 1880. 

tuberculosis, as well as lack ot money, forced the publisher to 

cease activities. In an article printed after resumption 
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