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" ~ag das Vo l k nar h b eend i ~ ten Gnttesdie nste 
ra sc h z u s e i nen Ze lt en und ze itli cher Be 
s t r e '1 u n g e n z u r u e c k k e h r e n ; d e r .1 o s e s d e r r. e -
me in de fahre for t das Goe t t l ichP z u w~ r ten: 
~ i ch t avfhoeren fast darf er zu lern en , zu 
leh r pn , Gu t es zu U~hen ; j~ s e lhst wenn \lies 
i n sti lle r ~arh l der suessen Huhe pfle'Jl , 
st ehe er un d dien e nnch manches S tu Pnrl l ei n 
111 i f r u e s t i '.J e r Kr a f t : am Ta 'J e e i n e .~ o 1 kc n - , 
in d e r Na r ht e i ne Fe uPrsauelP , i n wclrhen 
cf i e \llmach t wohnen k,.,enne , rl i e Ge "H• in rle 
s chjrmend , le it end , segnenrl und ~ rl eurh t p n d 

Je mehr l\nerh t Go tt es , des t o meh r lle rr i n 
SPin em \f 1Jlke •• • " 

souno~ PLr·.., 'CR 



Io ' 
l . I ' TROJ UC TGft.\' 

Thro ug h t he g r ea t e r pa r t of t he ~ i net ee nth Ce n t ury , 

par t ir u la rl y i n th e years 1830 t o 1060 . So!omon ~lessner 

was th e acknow l ed ged spok esma n f or German or t hodoxy . 

\ mon~ t he first tc p r ,,ach i n lie r lll:l'l in t he syn110Ju '? , he 

utilized a mod ified mi drashir m,, thod ~~ r berl in t he dres s 

or t he l' rot PS t 3n t ser mo n t o c•1~111p i on t he prin r i p l es o f 

tr ad itional Jui~ is m ~l a ti~ e ~h ir~ wi t nes s ed t hP f ir s t 

s t i r r i n J s o f "I Cl i <' r n r e 1 i ~l ! o 11 s r e f o r ~ \\ i t ti i n .J r \\' i s h r J n k s • 

Th e pr i m1 ry re rern of t h i ~ e ssay ~ ill ~e t h~ ~e sSa Je o f 

3olo~on l l ~ssner ' s s e r mons wi t h p1 rticul ~ r r e f p r ~nre t o 

his 1t1 Pn lo•J Y as w1>Jl as his att it ud" to wa rd r r for m. llis 

l h ~ 0 r y 0 r r r e a r h i n IJ \, i 1 1 Ii e r r e s e n t p ti a n .1 h i s h n m i 1 e l i r n l 

me t ho~ out J in e.J . n a tt C'mp t wil l lir na1e t o 1i ve his 

i deas h is t orical s<>tlin~ , trJr i nlJ h i s t houJh • in th e l i •.h t 

uf t hr i n t e ll ec tu al cu r rPnts nf h is cln ) . 

\ l l o r I I " s s n e r • s p u h 1 i s h c d s e r •n o 11 s - t h ~ T: e a r " s C' v e r a 1 

hu 1J r 1 o f th ~m . i n e ';ht ma Jnr rollr>c ti o ,s 1 
- h3Vf' b'?cn 

~a r r fu1l y exa~ i ned a ~ i ro~stitu t e t hr s~!c snurce of this 

IHll~r ap hic;il ma t rrial was ex tr , ctE>o from th e fcv: 

s h n rt s k e t ch e s a r ii oh i t 11 ~ r j P s !' 11 h1 i shed j n G f> r in an 
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per i oli icals s o on ~ f t ~r Pl c ssn er ' s cie~ 1 h . 2 This date w::is 

fur1her supplemPnt ed by th e pers o nal trcoll cct i ons and 

family tr ; di\ions oht ~ i neli throu ~ h corresrnn~ e n~ e wit h 

I ' less n e r ' s Ii C's c en Ii an ts : h i s 'Jr ;1 n d s () " , I s :i :l c P 1 ~ s P 1 P r 1 st i 11 

1 ivin g i n H11 M1J t Gan , I srael; his ~ rco t - g r ~ ncid a u!)h t c r anti 

h r r h 11 s , n ti , h · . ,,.. d 'J r s • Ta 1 o f T e 1 \ \' i v ; H • ' h i s :J r c 3 t -

i;: r a n~son , Ur • . tat' t ir l' lessncr, thP 1•·rll - k.n.n"" orirnt;i} i s t 

:ii 1 '" ' ilrb r ,.,w l rdV \'rS it) i n Ji:- rus ;t l PM .
1 

.. t1il "' it is no t n 11r puqos~ t n rit" ll hin ~ r::iph} f) f 

~~ loMo n Pless ne r, ~ grnr r a l ou tli nr n f hi s lifr , t o~r t~ e r 

~ i th 1 hr i e f considr r a ti n n n f snmr n f th r m1 Jnr f nrrcs 

..-.hirh 111o l derl h• s i n t ~ l] P rt113! rlc ,·cln(l 'Tl Prtt is i11 o r tlr r. 

!is Life 

::>o l omon llc ss n 1•r \\1S horn i n Ut 1 sl 1 11 nr \ pri! :•:1. , 1797 

U" l ) s ,, ~ t• n y ,. :1 ' s h c f " r ,. , h i s J r a 11 t) -

f 3 t h 1 r , > o l nm o n .I o <.. r; h i • , h :i ' h C' r n r a 11 t t 1 t h ,, t i t ! " 

"I' h ij I z..µ.ld.e. 1 r) (' T j I ' j J I 'j t• I \l fl'l d P rf b } t hf C• '11 ! I r 0 l" 0 0 1 }' t II 

rrli iul'l)' f r1\ - one -t i.n th of 1 111 cn tir <> .ridsh !'O!•ul:it i <n 

o f 1 r t. s " i a - r r l i r \ i 11 J t h ",., f r o,, "' n n ~ o r l h c op 1 r ( " s i ,. t ' 

t <J ' 1 o:; n ' I r r " j ti r t i a 1 r c s t r i ,. t i o n s '.} •' n r r o 1 J y d i l' t' r t l tf 

1 
.,, ri • r " t t h c .I(> 1, c; • 

t- 1 r " s n t r ' s f a t h , . r , L or "' r· 1 • ,,. , s :i r l ' s f r r 1 f' rl crrl-:~n t wllo 

"· n r lq • rl h y <I a y :.'l "ii st u ,.. i f' cl T n r a h h) n i ~ ht an rl 11, ho s t r o v t' t " 
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i mbu e h i s ch i l d r e n , three sons a n rf one rl ~ u g h t e r , wit h a 

s p i ri t of devo ti o n t o J ud a i s m. 

th e you n ~ e st so n rt i ed a t an pa r l y a ~ P: only 5o l ~mon ~nd 

hi s b r o t he r, I s a ac , s u rvi ve rl . 

L o c h e 1 I 1 r: s s n E' r <I i r• rt \\' h I I c t h <' h r o t It C' r !; \\ e r f' s 1 i l 1 i " t h P i r 

" t E' C' n S " , =l n rl l I\ r I :\ S I. 0 f S II r p 0 T t i r J t hr i T rn n t he t' a fl rl 

t h e r.1 S ( i \; C' S ( r: 1 } U r 0 0 f I 1: j T ) 0 IJ II .! S h 0 ti ! ti (• T S • ,S 0 1 0 I' 0 n 1 1 S 

th e o ! dc r o f t hr: t w') , t oo l O \" E't !tis f at hP r ' s l.usirr$s . lip 

c n n t i r u e rl h i s s t u ri i 1 s ~ f t ,_ r '' n r I-, , r " :• r' i n IJ • I i 1 i 1J '? r t l ) , 

P , 'J e r 1 y , l :i t e i " t o t h e n i ~ h t , :t ri ti r i s i ., 'J e a r 1 y t o s l u ti y 

be f o r e ~n i n a 1 0 t he s •~ ~ P . I s a a c , c o n r r r 11 c rt i h o u t h i s 

b r nt hrr ' s hea l t h , o f t Pn p}P~rlerl " il h hi ~ to ~r t 111o re r r st . 

S0Jo111 n " r e 1d i ed : " ••• r epo rts con <' lrn in u my no11-s~Pcpin1J 

:l m won t t o '.)e t up 

at fi ve o r r ~ ut o ' cloch . r<a rc•ly rfo I ac t u p Parl i e r .".) 

lle., sn c r ' s au t o- 1l i rlar t i r rf r o rts WC're no t i., it h out their 

T ( I• '~ t cf 0 

r P \" P~ } t he R i ~ e SCOp C O f ~iS p r ~rar1 ti nn . 

l h O r O U •J h 1 )' a t h 0 r,1 C i n J ~ \•, i S h S O U t C' (' !' J O e S \\ i I h r II l S :) y i n 'J • 

r• ;i C h ;) 11 .J C! V f ' r y t h 0 U r.J 11 t 0 r h j S Pr rno ns is s up;o r t r-d " i t h :l 

\ P [ j t 't h } e r I) 11 S l F } } a t i 0 0 0 ( '1 11 (l t :, I i 0 n S r ,., fl T (' S f' 0 t l r ~J P \ ' f' r )" 

a r P~ of Je . i sh l i t ~ r a r y ~rrl ~?vor: the T.aPn ac h , ~ i shria , 
....... 

G t: T, l'I r a ( h o t h U a v ) i. n "ti .1 P r u s h :d ir i ) , 'J er h i 1 t a , :i i f r P , 

:) if r a , t hP l<;)hh n s .arid o t hP. r r abb i rdc:d-h o rnilPt i c al wo r k s, 

J os e phus , Albo, 6resc a s, Jehud a Hal ev i , Ma imo n ides, 



. .\ barb"lnel . Rashi , the TosJ\f i sts , :dl of th e litut' g y , th e 

S h 11lchan .\r uch , th e l.oha r. Cha ssitii,. 1·· ri t i n9 1 an rf rr " rluc ts 

of t'1 P P;) rlr H;is~a l ah , especi<1l l} le r de ls oh n anti ,1' essP l y . l 

T h ~ ~ r ca t bulk ~nti vari e t y of th PSC nuo ta tion s p rov e ~ t he 
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t h o r o u J h n e s s o f P 1 e s s n e r ' s s e l f - t r a i 11 i n CJ ; t h f' m , n y l j ' ,, r a r y 

illust r a ti on s citPd mus t h· \•P h ecri a t h is f i nc e r ti ps . Ha d 

th e ) hc e n th e r ' su! t of pa irful search i n conro r rl a n~~ s . 

"'n tholo ~ i ' s or i ndices he coul n not h a ve p r orl u ccd so 

~· o 1 u m i n o u s ! y • 

P!e ss nc. r ' s kn o1 ll"d !J <' e' tr n rl"d f a r bl')On<I thr Jpw i s ll f ir· l d , 

"~ HP <l r ;i nk
1
Jr om th" P i Pr \ ;in .>p rir"J S or h1ropr anrl t h-:- o r ricn t 

11 " s t u d i £' rl G r c c k , I 11 t i r , \r 1 h i r , l~ n 1 l i s h a n r1 

F r l' rr r h , ., ., s t P r i n ~ t he s c. 1 -. n . t• :ii:_ P s 1• ,. l I P no 11 ~ h t o r <'a rJ t h c 

b e s l 0 f t h r i r 1 i l I r a r ~ r· r "' ' u r I s i " t ;, I 0 r i J i n 'i ) • 
7 \Ii('\ v • 

al l~ he ll a rn rd German , s 1ulicrt it s !it rr:u ur, 111<lrfe 

h i msPl f a "las t e r of its sy nta x :-ntl \tc; id• om 1 1l rl r> vf>lllp c d 

~oe try w~ s th e f;i vo r i t e past i me o f bot h Pl ess ne r bmothe rs, 

t h n s r 1: ho s l,.. j \' r· f o r s t i r i u a 1 \· :. l u P s • I: n t h I s ;; a c ;i 1111 

:> " l o 111 n 11 \\' r o t e !' n r t r y , i n ti e r 111 a n a s w c l l a s i n 11 C' h r e w ; O 

'o.. i r l j n e s , h i \\ o •·. n a ., I l Ii n s c o f o t h t' r c; , a re f r e q u e n t 1 y 

. . 1 ' q I 1r :>o otnor s SPr mon s; an « many of t nc scr i p tur al 

v " r s r s 1 u s e d a s I ,. >.. t o r i l ! u s t r a t i Cl n , '" e r r 1 r a n s 1 a r e d b y 

11 J d d . . f lO PSS~Pr a n<1 r cn rr P i n ,nP t1c or m. 



prose exhJbi t s m~ch poe ti c i m ~ g i na ti on an d po~e r i~ 

me t ap hor and si mile . 

Through his unbnunrlerl en t husiasm for pnPsy P!pssnP r 

cnroun t e r ed t wo men whose thoughts wer~ t o l en vP ~n 

i n t'I C' l i b 1 e i "'!1 r i n l up on h i s i n t e 1 l Pc t u a 1 de \' r· ! n pm en t : 

Fr i Pd r ich v on Sc hil le r anrl ~a p htali iessely . 

~chi lle r' s wr iti n~s Pp itomizp d ea rl } ~ i rr t een th Ce ntury 

r eac t ion aQ u inst t he scien ti f i c method a nrl ici e~ l s of the 

' i:: e of l{eason . 11 I I i s r o n \' i c t i P r. t h :i t l i t c i s h r o a rl c r t h a n 

r eason , th ~ t the l ' •J rld is mo r r t han me rhanic al orrlc r , anrl , 

espec ially, h i s insister ce that t ~P fi nal t est of an} 

b e lie f is not its reasnnableress n o r it s ut ility , hut its 

or i CJ in ancl hi s t ory - " 1J i e .v,.J t '.) <'Sc h i c h tr> ist ci<\s 1~Plta ll" 

f o u n d a re s !' n r s i v t r h o r d i n I l e s s n "' r ' s t h i n k i n ~ • 

.:) c h i 1 J r· r ' s s t y 1 e e s p e c i a 1 1 y ,J 1 • p e a 1 c c t n h ; m ; h e r e c " 1J n i z <' d 

the poet ' s depende 11 <" e upon t he ide:ls a r.I the lan ~ uaCJe of 

the Old TPsta men t ; 12 ~nd he pr oudly i n<"l udrd many o f 
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. '1 1 ' . f 1 · I ') • l . l 3 .>chi er s !}ems i n s up por t o 11 s 1nm1 e t1c a e'Ccu r s1 or;s . 

'\a I' h t a 1 i II c r z . 1 e s s €: l y was , II<' hr t> w r h i 1 o I o J i s t a n ti fl oe t \lo ho 

achicvt"ri fame as ore of t hr> found"rs of t hr llasl. a lah . 

• rti \r· dur i n ~ t '1 1~ l attr:r h <> lf of thP f i q htecnth Cen t ur y, h<' 

wr ote !i H hr e"· tr:ln s l::ition , hi;, t' Om,,<>nt ar) , of • he 

~ p 0 c r ~ p h a 1 tl 0 0 Ii ' I.h.e_~il1.cJLAL~AlA.aUlJl • 

ethira l worl. P.'lti tl ed ',,~( /' or (,-r , 
./ .J 

also a flh il o l o g ir~ l 

1t , II i s Bi h 1 i c a 1 



eplc on the Exodue. J 1 1/..;}.A "J 1-l, ma r ks hi s outstanding 

con t ribution t o llP h r ew literaturP; its flu e nt style se r ved 

as a model for ~any ~ ene r ations of Hebrew " rit ers , 

including So l omon Ples sner. .~essc ly's b ook J.r lt! ;o1k '' ;:J~ 

had a mo s t ma rk ed ef f PC l o n Pless n e r. I; u t> l i s h e d on t h e 

occasion o f the si ~n in g of the To l e ration Edic t of 17R2 b ~ 

t.mre ror J os ep h II of \ ust ri11- Hung ::i ry , ·•es s ely ;:i!'re a led to 

his co-rel i 1J io n ists to prepare th e ir chiJdte n for 

ema nci pation by r eo r ga nizin g th e ir educational systems to 

i nclude the teach i ng of secula r sub; e c ts , pa rtirularly th P 

study of t he v e rtiacular . 14 l' lt'ssne r held • e sse l y in 
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hi 1J hes t es t eem . Jn oume r::i hle c it ations fr om ~ ess e ly ' s wo r ks 

ar e inc lu ded i n his writin lJ S 1nt !'lT r usu •lly intrncf uc e d 

with s uch laud.:) t o ry apel l ati o n s a s "in t hE> \\O r d s o f th e 

g r e 11 t l s r a e 1 i t e o f '!1o der11 t i , es " , " o f t i1 e 111 o s t !' r o f o und 

e x f1P rt of th e He h r Pw la nc ua '.)e ::i nti t he llo ly .: rit ,'' '' ll f t"t' 

i m'llo rt a l s i O JP T. o f ou r d :l ~ ," .c..l ceter a . 1:; T111 a ppa r e nt 

c:o11 t radic ti or - an at1vocatP of t i ') iri tr arl it i on e>: to l J i 11 1J ~ 

mA n who hid hPrn cnrdemne rl as l atit u d in~r i an hy oth ~ r 

!cad rr s o f o rthod'> "Y - wjll h e rl<.> :1 lt wit h l :i e r . 
}( 

On <' "lote 111oliii11 g for<'P o f l J c ss nt• r ' s early )'Pa rs - a 

po 1 i t i r a l c v en t - mer i 1 s me n l i o n • v 11 t he <' l P v c n t h o f .11 a r c h , 

1 tt 1 .! , F r i e d r i c ~ ,, i l h c 1 rn 11 1 of t • r .. s s i a , :l n x i o us t o •J a i n 

porula r su pp ort in his war of l i hr rat i o n a 3:i i rs t t r a nce ~" d , 

un d ouht e '1ly , influe nced by h i s pro 'j r ess i\•e minis t c-rs , 
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Hardenb~ ro anri Humboldt, gr anted Je ws full c i ti zen s hip 

exclud in g only the ri gh t to ho ld gover nmen t al posi ti ons 

( but including, of course, the ' right ' to se r ve i n th e 

a r my> . Ge t tin g th e i r firs t ta ste of fr e edo m in many 

cent uries, th e Jews of Germllny res r1on ded to t h is "burst o f 

despe r ate l ib e r a li sm '' by flin g in g thems e lves full-he a rtedly 

i n to the b a ttle a gainst Napoleon. Th ey ha iled th e ~rus s ia n 

empe ror as li bera t or and affir me rl their f aith in l' r u s s i a 

~ nd Ge r many as a KJ.Ll..J.urs t aai , a na 1i on of t h ink e rs, poets 

a nrl rl rea ~ ers wh i c ~ wo ul ~ even tu a lly g r an t t ~em comp l e te 

e qual ity. 17 Pl e s s ner acce pt ed t h is faith an d ma intain ed 

it t h ro u ~ h o ut his l ife an d with a n Pn 1h usi asm w "l i C'h neit he r 

t h e Cona r Pss of Vie nna be tr aya l ror t he "Chris t ia n 

Te ut oma n i a " of t ht po st -wa r y P ::i rs s uccee der' i n r! i mm in g . 

To resum~ thP th r ra rl of PJrssnP r ' s lif p : ~ hi le i n Ur cs l a u , 

a t t h P. a g e o f s P v e 1, t e r r. , he h e g a n a n i n t e n s i v e s t 11 d y o f 

.~ e s s e 1 y ' s v.· o r k s • fol l owin g h is m·s tPr ' s fno t s t Prs, he 

r r r>!)a rP d a ll r>IHP-1\' 1r :1n sl ;:i tio n of t he \pocry phal Boo k 

_ dditi on s ta £s t her ( 1Jt0 1-../l(f" r-;- ~c - ) whirh appear ed 

t ogc thPr with :i GP r mHn trnnsla ti on a nrl commPn tar y in 10 19 

an d re p r esen t s Plrs sner 's r i rst literary eff o r t . Thp ve ry 

s , n 1• ye :i r , h e m • rl e h i s f i rs t r u h l i r a r p Pa r ~ r r e , 1 e c t u r i n J 

rs sely ' s I r I 11 
I 1-J J t ~ . \ 1 raharn Titkin ' s :i.tut.l b e t ween 

a nrl ;, •1Y/f on 
18 · a t ur rla ys ;i nrl lf t) l yrlays . 
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Thp warm res ponse ar o used by th e s e lectures ca n be crPd itP<i 

tn l' lessn e r's t al e nts as we ll as t. o t he co ura ge with wh i ch 

h e voic ed his fun ~ame nta! vi ews . .•· i t h t h P f o u n d i n g o f t h e 

fir s t r e for 111 t em pl e in Hambur 'J i n 1817 , t he mov emer t fo r 

r i t ual i nno va t i on a" d r e li g i ous r e f or m g~ i ned su ppo rt e r s 

i n 111 t he l~ T IJP. r r iti es of Ge r m1ry , ThP rahl is 111ri lay 
u..,, 

le::lde rs who npposed f he s ~ chan~e s f el t iA'1 nf'f'd of a 

s f' o I.e s 111 a n \\ho co u 1 rj a c1 ,. oc a t e t h c i r r ;i 11 s e c- o ~ ,. n t l } i n t hr 

~e r m a n s o f a~ i lia r to th e publ i c wh i rh r o r ~er arl P S ro" h~ri 

been exp osPrl to thr po l P~ i c s or thr \ uf k l ae ru r~ . °'o l onon 

l' les s ne r ar1r 1 r ed I O f i ll t •ais n ('C'ti , 1 e 1·; a s 1, " 1 I IJ r o u n d e d 

in J<.»i s h u•!i J i o us li t eratu r e . His s ecu l ar knowl ed g e was 

consi derable. And he spote excellent German. Wha t is 

mo r e , he seemeJ willing to accPpt t he rol e of tr ad ition ' s 

champ i on. 

::i o o n , I l e s s r " r , s t i I l i n n i s P. a r J y t ., r r t i e s , w 1 s ;i s I< r i t o 

p r ea ch on spP.C' i al OC'cas ions: a n'J l i 1n al hnli fay , t hl ric3 t h 

n f a lr ad i "~ riliz cn , t he ~nnivcrsary of thr k i ng . Tor>se 

t ~ lks we r e we ll r e cii ved and h is admir e r s d em ~ n ded their 

puld i ca t! on , T '1 ,, f I) 1 1 o \\' i n J s P r rri n n s 1 I p r "l r P <1 i n n r i n t : 

" 1";ot te s fr eurrlc sinrl :,""""" 'luf E r rlc- r" (16:.!0l : .. >e r Ta g i s t 

l< • 'h r ~ ha r Ti t k i n '' ( l '1 '.:' l ) ; a "~ " I i " , .. :i ti r f> G n t t e s 1•.1 \J C' r rl e '' , a 

t a l k J i \' ,. n o n t h c a r c a s i o n o f t 11 " TI\' c- n 1 y - F' i f t h \ n 1 i v r r s a r y 

o f t h c C o r I) n :t t i o r o f f" r i P d r i r h • i I h r I m J I 1 • 1~ :i h h i \ k i h a 
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E9e r <th e Youn !?e r ) , r enowned sp i ri tua l h ead o f t ht> prov inc e 

f I h d h 1 h . h. 11 . 19 
o · osen , e a r t e yo u ng man an< gave i m 1 s 1 P SS 1 ng . 

Soon , Solo~on ~le s sne r wa s t o sell his store anrl dPvote 

h i msel f exc lusively to h om i lcti c ~ l an~ literary Pnde1v ors. 

He w1 s ready to assu me h i s r o l e as p r oloc uto r of Gc rm~n 

o r t 11 o d o ~ y • 

~ot all 10,as smoo t h s a ilin 'J . 

of the Bresla u comm un i ty f avo r ed t he Jih P r Al c1use and 

op p os ed l' Jcssn <·t' 5 t.c;,,c 11t1J . \ f t e r a p1rticularly vio l en t 

t v1.1t ua ly he le ft Rrr;<:lau 11d SLttlt I i n fc<:tcnburJ , a 

snall t ohn in ~ il esia . 

U r •" <: 1 a 11 , c r 1' ~ :l 1 t , ::t 11 I t h !.' t ,,. o o ~ 1 " s t 0 r h i <; r 11 i 1 i r fJ n , 

l' n '1 ~ r f' ) 'Tl '' 1 • I s r '! 1 ~ i t It 

1 h ~ i \; a • h n f 11 i s ., .J t Ii ~ r .1 i .! t , <; II I IJ 11 : 1 <; <; j fl J 0 f 11 j S 

) u u n '.! •· r h r o l 1
1 e r , I s 1 a c , ' 11 n .. , 1 " h , I ! .., v r• I <: •l ·i a r 1 ) • 

, cofr> ssio111l ltvcl, 1'1L 11('<:1 siJn ifir 111t ,..,, isoci c <.' r tht.• 

.,. j t t. i n i t s h :> r J c r s , \ k i b a ::: J c r c h 1 r '.J r.o I • • l <: <: r e r :,· i t '1 t h ,.. 

t ·1 s !< ,., f ti r 1 w .i n J u r.• :i pe t i t i on r e •, u r s t i 11 ~ l h c d cc r cl. • s 
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r e s c i s· s i on • ~lessne r wrote 1 s hort apnlo~y . brin g i nQ 

c opio us ~ u o ta t i ons fro m Ch ristian schol a rs in the Talmud ' s 

d e fense , 4~iba Eqer f orwa rde d t hP pe ti ti on in his own name 

~ n d the oppressiv p law wa s r evo ke ri . 3 ome ~nnths later , 

~ lcssne r's ~?o l o ~ i~ appe a red in pcint , tc ~ ~ther wi t h a 

liehrew abst r act (" C..1e•(./,/dY ") unrfe r t h e title, ,,' ort zu 

.s_ e i ner Ze it, oder d i e \ utor i tae t der.Juedis.c.lL.c..ll 

T r ad j t i o n s 1 e.h..!..e. . 2 O •\Ii t h t h c , u b 1 i c a t i o 11 n f L h i s p a m , ' '11 e t 

s ome n f ~lcssn e r's 11 o r e radir a l id eas co nce r n i ng t he 

rec ess it y ''1 for s ecular edu r~ ·i o n c a me t o li 1Jh t . - \ nd t h r 

f .1r t t h:j t he SU l'!1 0tt e d h is ar o u111•nts r(l( l hC' Tii !ll llri •.\Tith 

rop i o us ~ u o t~tions fr om Chr i s ti ~n sourres a r 0 u s eri h itt er 

') ") 

a ?. t a 3 o nis m <H'" ' " J 11 ~ T1h e r s o f l h e or•ho i '>x rn rt y .--

In 1830 I l e ss ni? r moveri t o Be rl i n . For~ hil e he tau Jh l a t 

th P J e wish iP~ i n~ r y - th e i ns titu t i on l ~ t Pr h e~ d e d by l vnz; 

a t t he s~ ~e ti me he pr e ached ~ t l nca l s yn3Jo9 ue s a r d i n 

p uhll c on s pe c i a l orr3 si on s . 

s e r ~n n , hi s f i r s t s yn aJ OJ UP- Jc1icat i n" s e r~ on 1rrl his f i r s f 
') 'l 

confir ma i o n t a l k 1 " rl s e r v i c " 3 lJ fl" :nerl i n :- rin r . - " 1f ! s 

s r 'to l a r I y "',., 1 ea • .-, r s 1\1 e re c on t i n u ~ ti •\' i t 11 t he r u ' ' ! i r :i t i o 11 o f 

t r "' n s 1 a t i o n o f B 1 r u 1· h , t h e E !" i s t 1 e o f J e r t' •n y , \ 1 rl i t i o n s t o 

J1::1f • ! ; t h r> rr a y P r o f \ zari 3 h , ."iu s a -i n a, tl e l , a '1 1 The P r ;iye r 
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I l es sn ~ r left th P. seminaty t o ~evor e hi ms elf exc lu siv Aly to 

pr e:i ch i ng . No" h e l ec t ur ed a t the Beth Hamid r ash r e gula rly 

on a lt e r nate S J tur day ;ifte r no ons . Hi s s e r mons - or r a th e r 

! erture s, fo r t he s e r mon was not ye t co ns i dere d p~ rt of t he 

St; rvi ce - were wel l r ece iv e d; t he i r er n rl iti on an d e lo c: u "' nce 

ar'pea l e d t o t he g r ea t ma ; ,, rity of 1-i i s lis t c 1 P rs . I n t hf' 

ye3rs 1636 - 37, f ou r vol u ~e s ( i n 1 w ~ s e r i es) o f h is s e c11on s 

:i p fl c a r e d 11 n 1 I P. r t h e !:! e n e r a 1 t i t l e .!le..l.fJu: ... Ll..ll.!U!ll--1t.n.d Er b a.u.lln..g..e..n. . 

These r ol lcrtions consti t ute th <> harkho~e of h i s h oni l ct i~ ?l 

~ rtiviti es ~nri l"'lvc? l t hP esse nce of h i s t hou 1h t. 

ll t:ssnc:> r \\1S nt'\'P r ::i ra nJ i J:Jtr f or a c ahb irti c jllSiti1Jn ; he 

!:1 a i n l i n e d t hr nu J 'l ,, u ' h i s ! ! r ,. 1 h •' L i t 1 e R.e. 1 i i on c; 1 eh r e r • 

il js rif'SC" end>'l!l l S at tri hute his f )rt 10 rlessner ' s r e) ur t i:inr 0 

t o f are t l'P !"frsnna l c,,n rl i cts ai d pulpi t rest r irtions wnich 

:i r e t tie i ne\• it 1hle C'>nco11itan sofa pc r ::i <1 nent posi ti on . ~ 4 

Th ,, u J h he \\"as ,, o st c e r t :i i '' l } f i t 1 o 11 c 'l rah hi , w <:? ,,. on Jc r 

1v h e t h ~ r a,, ~b r a h 3 m Ti t k i n o t a n \ k i ti "l [ \J e r w o u 1 •I a c t •1 a 1 1 y 

h :\ V e c> X t e ll ii 1.; d - em i C ,!l a 1 O h i ll • F. g 1~ r ' S o fl J> O <: i I i 0 n I 0 

I 1 cs s ,, c r ' s ,. t! •JI' ·1l i o H I t h Po r i ~ s i s q u i t c a p I' a r • n l r r 01 o., P 

') -
o r his !rt t <> r s : ·" art ! the deprrr.ato r y :.ttli t ur!P o f mos t 

• j n P l (' e M l h C (' n t II r y t r '\ Ii i I i 'l n ~ l T 3 h I , j S t 0 a r. ~· l h i n 'J (' X <' e f' t 

Ii o rn i ! t i (' a 1 " r i 1 i , J s - : :J r 1 i r u 1 a r I y t h n " ,. i " 1 '' e 

\'Cr r: :-t c u l at' - as ~ plS I i "le i f rnt a waste Of ti me . 
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In 163 7 I l ess ner de li vP. rP. d a nu mbe r of hi Gi ly po p ular 

se r mons on pr 11yer 1,•hi ch 11.ere p u blished as a •rnit u nrle r tl1 e 

ti tl e , ~ie Kostbar e Perle a r rl c o rs titut c t h P t h irri or h i s 

" De l e hrun3en und Erba~u n~en " seri ~ s . In 1 63 ~ . he r u h lis ~ ed 

:i hool< on r e li J ion for ) o uth un ri e r th P titl e J yedis Ober 

'.I ? .s a i s c b er I{ e 1 i g i on s u n t err j c jJ t : li 11 d a r o 1 l e c t i o 11 n f '1 i s 

1 r a u u o g s - a Ni )\ o o f i r m a .Lin n s r e d e n , t lu • r '> 'H l h o f t h e 

" tleleh rung" ser i es were als n h '" OU 1J ht t o ,, rint th;it Y" ri r. 

llis mo s t ~rdebr .:i terl vol ume o f s e r111o n s , :J collPC'ti 'l"' of 

h o l yriay a nd p r c - holyday l"le ss a'.)es " " ' i tl e d ~ '1...?t! - o d e r 

.. Le .. u.r eden ( t he f i f t h of t h <' " R ~ 1 e h r 11 n 'J " s e r i cs ) a pr e a r I? ti i n 

d erl in t hree y e ars th e r eaft e r . 

I n 1 8 ·13 , P I e s s n e r r e c i v .J a r ~ I 1 ·; I o " e n 1 ·, ~ r. (' .:> '>l o'" o n 

t. 3e r, t hP SQ'l nf H i ba Ege r , h 1 I in~l'.' ri t e d h i s f ;i t l\P r ' s 

p os j ti on.. The· r~ I 1 es s ne r r eM1 i ned ar r i vel} '>CC up i eti u r i 1 

his d e 1lh i n 1083 , 

If i s t i me i n t o s e 11 wa s rl i v i d e d b e t 1, e en t hr p u l pi f an rl t h e 

t e arhe r ' s rtesk . 

S)O•i '.JO !JUe s , rlel iv e r e d s em i-1..-ee kly l e e. lu r es on t h•· l s a l11s 

a nd oth Pr Ui hlir3 l honk s and bPcane th L ~ 'firial s pe ~k e r 

f or \. a r i Cl us r e l i .1 i o us l y - o r i en t e d o r J a '' i z a t i n n s : t h c '' I ca r,. 

.>~·ir•q ' ' , t h<' " Uur i al ' nC' i e t)" , ~ n t t he " 5 o <'i 0 l) for t he 

1< '! n c n ' r a n r <' o r t h e J :.? ::1 d ( V e r r c i 1 7 :.i n G c d a e c h l n i s s 

V o ) II ~ 6 
L c s t 1J r 11 c n c r • \t the sa r:ic.· ti n(' , hr> ~ a ve ,riv:\ t e 

l P. s s o.., s , a s k i n •J 11 o r e 11 u n c r a t i on fro ri h i s ,., a "y r u l ' i 1 s • 0 n 
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th e CO'lt r a ry, he s uppo rt ed poo rer s tu den t s , g iv ing fre e ly 

o f h is O\"' " no t too mun ificent s uh sistence . 

The d co rs t o h l s home were a 1 h' a y s open : y Cl I• n :I a n d o 1 ci 

ga th ered abo ut him , to enr i ch th e ir knoh'le~ge and to wa rm 
j 

t hemse lves .o.A- th e f i re of his er•hus ia sm . And th e pnor 

also came . ~is g randson r ec al ls t h3 t a special plate was 

cons t an tly kept fill ed with r o ins to ~e d i str ibut ed t o all 

t he needy h'ho passed his doors . 2 7 

Few of t h e I oscn sermo n s rea~hed r ri nt rlurin J I !essncr ' s 

l ifet i me ; h P d i sro ur aJ ed thPir puhl i catin'l pcr nittinJ on l y 

th e re p rorluct i r'ln o f~ f e" ta lks rlt>liv e r erl on na ti nnal 
20 • tt 

o r.cas i ons . tie was d i sa p poin t e d ..in th " r o n•li t i nn s nf 

I; e r m 'l ., ,1 ~" i s h l i f e ; m n r e a 'l -i 'II o r e n f 11 i s r o - r e ~ i J i o 'l i s t s 

we r e swept l lo nJ by t he lcit g eist - s o~c rerl e J t o the 

i ii n o v a t i on s o f r e f o rm , o t h e r s •I e s e r t ~ rl .1 e w i s h r a n k s 

en tir e ly. ·I a n y o f I' l es s n e r ' s 1 a t e r s e r 11 o n s , p u b 1 i s '1 e i 

·19 
pc sthu11o u sly ,· reflect t it -: bi tt e r ne ss o f h is 

d is a r!'lC"i ,., t ;iel' t . 

-\s f or h1rnse lf, l' l e ssn e r ccd e rl n othirig ei t hP r t o s e cul ·n i s 11 

o r t o rpf o r ~ . ~ v e n t o t he ~ o i n t of r e taininJ in h i s 13 t c r 

yta rs th e dis tinct ive g~rb ~h ir h h is fi t hers wor e 1 hrn he 

11· :J s ~ o I! n J - t h e 1 o 1 J h l a r k ,. o i t , r c a c h i n J t o h i s \l ~ k I ,. s , 

~n~ t he w i1e-hrimM e~ f ~ lt hat . II(' o'' SC" rv ed t h P mi nutiae nf 

Jt.HdSll r i tu c l i nd m1 juta i f1~rt h i s cri t hu siastic r~i t h in God 
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as t h r event ual redeeme r o f I srael and a ll ma nk ind . To his 

ve r y l ~ s t days, he hurried happily fro m ho me t o syn~ ) og u e, 

f rom sy naJO'J Ue t o Beth llll mi d r ash , witli a s mile u rion h i s 

t h i n li p s , often hu mm in g ~ me lod y , as i f d e t ~ r mined to 

re~ li ze in h i s l if e t h P mo tto he h1rl p r oc l a i me~ five 

deca n e s ea rl i e r in o ne o f h is most r:e l c hr:cit e :f sermons : " Oa s 

L e ben , e in Ges a n g " - l i fe is a s on'J , ;i hymn o f Jlo r y to Goti , 

(111 \ 11 J u s t 2 0 t h , l 8 H 3 , ;i p p r o r r i a t e 1 y e n o u J h i n 1 h e He b r e w 

"!On r h o f Ab (5 6 4 3 ) , Sol om on l• Jes s n c r d it> d , mo 11rn Pct h y fri end 

and O??Oncn t a lik e as a prou~ s on of h i s ~eo? l e . 

Theo r y of P r each i ng 

I le ssn e r co nc e iv Ps t hP t ask or thr Jc" i sh r~P,cher as a 
41,.. fl 

t , •. o - fo l ci o ne : t o mo r a i z P a •1 d t o t pa c h , t o i mp r ove a s we 1 1 

as t o i ns t r u C' t , n t h t' o r y of I' r car '1 i n 'J i.. Ii i C" h h ,. s <' ap t l y 

SU 'TIM a r ize rl )n t he t it le o f h i s ma jor S C' rmnn ir ro l lecti o ri s , 

fte l eh rY nJ r n und E.J:.b. 3 uu n gen 
t f 

- ' i nstru c t ion ' ~nd ' u ph uildin g '. l 

\ !• rearhP r , :ir ro rlinJ 
)~ "l < ... 

to I lcssn e r, C't' rt ·ii nly OJ.1\i t t o s triv e ~.,/ ;~ 

t o i 111 ." r o \' p I 1H' i r 1 o t • J" \\ r v " r , h c !~ rj (J 
~. \l~~ ' · 1· ~ tci elevJ t. P h j s 1•<'01 l" 

h~~s t o bt? r :i r efu l to :dilress his exM r t~t i ons not t o 

t r i v i 3 f , h u t t o l i f" ' s cent. r a l t !\ c;; ~ s • :'\ O ti e j s t. o h e l p h i s 

J i s t e n e r s f i n d t 11 ~ ; t· w a y t o G tJ r1 , h y 'Tl o l i v a l i n \1 t h cm t o s t u rl y , 

h y u r ·.: i n J t '1 <' '."11 t o h ~ e J t 11 P L ~ w ::i r. •I t o oh s ~ :: v ,. t h /> r i t u 'l l , 

::i nd by i nsµ i r i n J thPn to cl i nJ t Q tra ~i t ion , t o rmula t e t he 



~ i e t y of th e ir f a t he rs, 

" ••• nnt just ' for wa r d ' but at t hP sa me ti me 
' b •c kward ' sh1 l l our t eache r s · n1 p r eache rs 
sh o ut t o th e a r my o f thP to rd . f 1 1> 1-e .' /~/~ 
Re tur n ! Re t u r n! was anrl ~hou )d ~till he t he 
c-lar io n c ., 11 of Isr :i el ." l 

Uut f a r mn re im p o rt an t, f pels I le ssne r , t hP ~te3chP r mqs t 
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be a t eache r , an ex. ' n s i t or o f tt1 e '' r i t t P n ~ 1. ' P1 e oral l a 11.· .. 

" To rrluca t e t he unedur;"J t erl ,'' t hat mus t he h is t 0 :ll mi ssin, , 

" I rt o n ' t ,,. a n t t o r r e :i c h • • • I w a o t t o i n s t r u c t , 
The IsraelitP must l earn sorne t h inJ fro~ his 
tearhers: oPve r ll' Ust he le::i~:~ ? t hc llo11se nf 
~od as i ~ ~ o r3 n t as he ca~P . ~ -

·ha t l)onrt is a .IPw - t he heir to a pro11rl trll dition -
<.. 
.i.-

wi t hn~t a knowlcrl c e of th e l:iw a rri his re!i ~ ion? dha t 1 no ~ 

:.i r e s " r 'Tl o n s \\' i f h o u 1 T IJ r ;"J h , K i t h n u t " rt i s c ,., ·: <' r i f' s i n t '1 ~ I " ·~ " ? 

? , I./\ •-< I 3 n :J i v P t '1" r r ca c h e r ' s l'1 e s s a 'J e n c: a 11 i n .I ; t h Pl ma ~ e 

11 o u s e ti e If i c ·q , e d t o t h e 1 c r s h i !' o r t h r 0 n ., <; n ~ ; 1 11 i:- ) " v ":' r 

e x a l t t h l !l r C' a c h e r , I i f 1 i n .; !1 i rn t o t h e l e v " l n f « p r o r 11 P t • 
3 ~ 

' ' Thf' Law has rc r>l<lce I vanished l' tO !' ... ecy '' 31 anti - lc..'r:Jn (3Y fJ..J/7-

th " lea rn ed rna :-: h:is h<'romf]' more i m1 nrt <t'1 t t 11~'1 t he se e r. 

Th" fa c t th a t otl1rt:s rlo no t lis1Pn nf>e1 I •l• f aze: t hr 

Jlreache c . I l c s s n e r r .1 ! l ~ l <> ,,.. i 11 ri I h c r a h h i 11 ' r I i r I u 11 , " II e 

". h •J s ,. v ,. ~ I 1 u 1 o n c s o u 1 , " a \' e s 1 '1 e u " i v e r s P • '\ n '", t t c r It o'" 

.....~-"" ·~ 

u 1• , f•! 1r!essly , ro•aratJ<:ously , P \'Cr s <·• !\in'.) th " ~lau s e of 

Go ! 1•1.J :1is t ory ratlt <' r thin t hP ro111 ~1>1il"tion of th e rnaSSPS . 



16 

~ n d who kqows , s ;i ys Plessner, perhaps there are t hose who 

t h i n k a s ". e rl o , lr h n f e e 1 c v P. ri a s w e c1 o 1 h u t w Ii n a r e a f r a i d 

t o spea k , who w~ it f o r sorneoq e t o make a be~inn in g . Th e 

~ r eac he r must offer s uch i nd iv id uals l e1de r sh i p . 

i f nn r ontemporari e s r es oon ri , it i s h is holy rl uty t o s e t 
'/ "" -.->;J -~ <...r /' • 

f0rth h i s vieh1 s. ' Fu tut e gene r ations Me at stake . I n t he 

fi na l analy sis, we work 11 01 f o r o urs e l ves , h ut fo r t he'll , 

" a ?l d w h ::i t t h e r r e s e r t s o , .. s , 1 h e r u t u r e 11 a y \\ C' ! 1 r e a ~ " • 3 5 

J l es sner ri r~ws th e pr1 rtical r nn s r~ u Pn~e s of h is t h~o ry : 

If th F prPa cher is 10 hr ;:i te a ch e r , he in u s t he .Q..L!..3.lili.e.d 

t :J t e ach . 

c ;, r • f u 1 , p a ! ,. s t a k i r g JH e J ~ r a t i o 11 rn u s 1 p r e c e d e €' ·, c h a 11 rJ 

(' \' I r ) f: 0 ri i l (' t i (' a 1 r f r l'I r I • I l r s s ' ,. r J ,, J r i 1 y r ' <' ! <t i ~· s ! 

"l d o ' "t l <: : i n · (' t :11· n r r ~·· ~ o s a) s : ' I s t o o rl 
w i t h •HJ t c x . ' r I i n J <' f f o r t , ' T t r t r! o 1111 ii s I o 
lUl i r e J r ht• r ' s J 1 or y I n r o rrlt; 11 n ;-- r "p 'l -c P ci h £' f n r c '.'\ 

6 h is con.,r • J::i t i or1 or lo s1c·1 J. r x t rn ~ l) r- n••nu s!) • • ," · 

I n !"' r c 1 c 11 i n •J ii s i f' ' •r r r y o t h ,, r h 11.., ~ n < n r! ,. :i ,. o r , t 1 r• 

r I! r 
,>r inri 1 le 1._-C/"' (_; 7'} <i 1 ~, 11 1 1 lic s t!I" .-r1.;:ir11 il arcn r 1 i•1i:; 

( 'I I I• c fl !'\ i 11 s . '~ o s 1• " c> t \' n i ,. ~ · • r o , ri o r rl r ~ r• a t i r ! C' <: t IJ r e 

r c1r'1f"r 1 s 
..,, 

n r-. r :1 n r <· • 

u s t h i ~ s c 1 f h,. r i : J t 1 1· i I h :1 i·: r '1 1J r ( \' 1 r ( r r C' , 'T1 u s t 

h i ~ r ! r h <? c rt ~ ! ! l ~ ". s 1 "d l'l h s 1 :-- 1• ,. ., J 1 r i I u 1 l , l r. S S 11 " r I\' :i S 

•• 11 !\ t •? ,,, i ' h :i t \ r i n rl r i v i r j h n ,., r 

r :i n , n t h r o r. • 1 :1 i r ~ i r t h ,. p u ! : i t , 'I r. <1 1 11 ,. r i ii I, i s h n M c , 
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s till ann t he r i n t he classrooM . i I i s !J r (' a r. h i n 'J , h i s t e ::i c h i n g 

:i n d II i s •I n i n 'J a 11 m 11 s t ht' c 11 e • \ n y t 11 i r 'J 1 e s s r. o r s t i t ll t c s 

hypor risy anrl Justifi e s h is h~irJ derr i \ed n f nffice . ~" On 

thr; c<1n tr ary , t he p r ,..<tcher mu st he 'llnrr piou s , r.tore 

obsr r f an t, mo r e devnt~rl 1 ~ h i s r P!i s inn ~nrl h is peo ple th ~ n 

:ire others , 

" •• • :l t the r.o nrlusi on of t hr St> r vi1c s , let the 
people <, uickly ret u r n t o their t e rts and 
t e '" p o r ::i l e 11 d e ::i v o r s ; h u t l e t L It e :.1 o s e s o f t 11 e 
cong r e~a ti on contir u e t o te nrl th e J ivi re . Let 
hi m never ceas,.. t o lea r n , t o sturf) ;:iprl t o 
p r ac t i ce th e JOnd ; even ~her dur i nJ s il rnt 
n i Jhls a ll elsL take s its rfst , let him st~nrl 
anrl ser\•e stur (lily f o r "l:iny :in ;ippo i n t crl hou r; 
b } rf :) y , a 1 r o t u~ t i\• I! c 1 o u d , ;:11 ii a t n i 'J h t , a 
r n 1 u r1 n of f i r ,, , i n w h i ch t hr .\ 1 mi<:, h t y con f i n cl 
1 I i s a b o d e , s h e 1 t e r i n u • •J u i rl i 11 'J , b 1 e s s i n v ::i n d 
cnli']h t en i ng his conureyat i nn . The ~or~ ~e is 
a sen·ant of(;~~ · t hr '1nre- is hP a mas t e r of 
his pc>np l e . . ... .. 

u 



~ nt rs t ~ C h~p t rr I 

!. :>Pc Bi b lin '.,l r aph y (l ' ri ma r y Sources) for ., coon; !e t c 
l i s ti ru o f P J e ssn e r's p u h lis hcrl s e r mo ns . 

'! • II • ti i r s c h f e l d , " S o l om o n I 1 e ss n P r " i n Jle.ull..c..lLe.J:_Y.a.l~ 
fl.a l P nd a r Wri eg , I R8!)) pµ . 39-5 1. Hi s , " '\orhr:ia l Sa l o11 on 
I l e s sn~ r " i n th~ ,\ ll •JP~Jl.!!_kJ.l..J..Ul.U_Li£.i J u.d.e.z:.1.ll™ (1 689) 
vo l ume 62 • .\ls(I , h i s at' t ic l e el't it l ed " 3olc•no n 1 ! e s s ner " 
i ncl uded i n t Jl e 1o s t hu"lou s pub l ica ti on of ::-i , F !PSS nP r ' s 
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l..!i..hJ..i~L.~ .. L . .lLJl.d. Habhi n i.sches ( f r an)i f u rt a. \l , 1A'l 7) , /1 ,,, 

pp . :; -2". Jov s t nd -? 'c 'fie ! ,J/, 1Jlt....U.!Ji....foJ!-~C11-:> LCJ1. 7> ~~J. ,., .,.d_,, I 
f'!' • A'? ff . --c- 1 J I 

~ . Th e a u t hn r Jt~ t c fu ily ackn o" l ed~es t he e ffnr 1s nf h i s 
u r r 1 e a n 1J a u n t , 11 r • a 11 d ,;l r s • I ' h i 1 i r Ho J rl a o f Te 1 \ v i v , "'h o 
s r P 1• t m u c h t i m c i n i 11 t c. r v i c 1· i ,.. J I I e s s ., c r ' s r e l a t i v c s a n rl 
d1 n I\' e r r it l f' f 11 1 i n 1 r o r u r i r J r o , i P s o f 1 1 f s s n e r ' s s r· ril' o 11 s 
no t ~ " ~ il 1hl~ in \'!er i r :i , 

1, ' lar v in Ln w1 n1ha l, The ,l.e ...... L..c!l:_'..>r ... an y (.J , I . ~ •• ll)J~) 
pp . ~01"\-:! 1 1 . 

;, • T n , 1 C' t t "r t o 1 i s h r o t h c- r I s ~ ::i r , r i 1 e r1 i Tl Jc .u t ! ,. 11.ei 
.!..tl.!i..s...: ..b..aJ..c ,!; tl..iu I !l • 1 _! , 

(.. , .• ~ ,,. i 1 l r n n t P r I n 11 r " r l v <' s i l h o r 1 r P f " r e r r f' f o r " ~ r h 
s o urr<> ritE'd . lany 11orr r e f f' r er r P S r n hf' f o un 'I s i .,1;d y hy 
'J l :inc i n:; t h r o U 'J h t 11 r f on I r o I e s n f h i s p u 11 l i sh Pd s e r ,,, on s • 
•1i s hr;i , ~ . J . Be 1 eh r.JU1!J f.ll-1L.C.1.Lf. rb J1111n J en . Scco~SP.ti "S 
mer l i n , 183 7 ) p . S 6 , .leri:af t <>r ,..i tP.rl ~s B&E 11 . 

T 1 l mud ti:il· li, e . '.J . i.h.id. . , p , 11. 
T:\lrn un Jo rus !n l mi , e . g . i.hi.d.. , I' · j 6 , 
lerh i l t a , .·Hf r <> i , i i fra , i..hi.d. ., ;'lJ '. t..f ! 
l i r'fl' ;i Sh 1{ ~ l'i b :t 1 iJl.i.d • , I' • :.1 '.? ~ • 

\J 1 r I? r ~I i rl r a s h i c C o l 1 er. 1 i n n s , .i.hil! . , p • I 7 • 
,j Q $ (' p h U $ I i.hi.d. o I p t 2 s • 
\ l b " ' i.hi.d. • ' t' . 1 :; <l • 

Cr ,.$· s , ib..i..d.., p . H . 
J:) 1 (' ' i I ihld t I p • 3 J fl • 
f:n n"i 1t"S , iJU..d. , p . 139 , 

' a r ' .., :1 n i i e s , i.h.i..i! • , !1 • ·~ :' 3 • 
Ab tu b a ne l, i..hi.!!.., p . 1 7 ~ . 
h !} s II i a ll d T 0 s a f i s t s ' i..1ll.!1. • • 11 • 1 3 1 • 
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L i t u r g y , \' i z • , fl i u t i rn , .l:!.e.1£..h.J:JUUl,.e.lL.1!.n.d .. -E,r ha u u n Q f n , f i r s t 
S.c..r.i e s <Be rlin , .:iecorci Eiiitin n , 1QJ 7 ) p . 66 . lfe r e:'.l ft {' r 
c i tee! as B&E 1. 
Th " .:ih u lcha n Uru ch , ~31l lJl /I od e r fes t u ·d.e.n COcr! i n , ! U4 1 ) 
p . 3 7 3 . He r e a ft e r c it ed as &s tr eden . 
3o ha r , B&E Il , p . 3 77 • 
. le r ii~ J so h n , .i..bi..d. . , p . 3:; 9 . 

" p SS r 1 Y t i.liil • t P • 3;) 7 • 

7 . L') ri rncd fr om corresrord~n r e wi t h h i s r el , 1 \ vc s . lso , 
uo t at i on s fr om Gr ee k Li t r r a t u r p , B&I:. J. p . 384 ; 

fr o rn L 1 t i n s o u r c r s , 1.3&£ I I • p I • l 8 ( , 2 l A ; 
t: r1 .; l i s h s ou r ces , i..b.i.d., p . 9 3 ; 
F r ~r c h Li t e r a tur e , B&E-1., p . 343; 
l.i e r m ;\ n L i t c r :i t u r P , Of.E I J , p !J . 2 0 7 , ~ I 0 , I 0 i , '.! l 9 et r & 

3 • :i o m r o r I s a " c l' l e s s n e r ' s r o c m s :J r " i n r l u ' c ~ i r ) o 1 o m o " 
1 lcs;,ncr ' s .4:.a.l i:.y ~hfn , pp . l '.3 -1 to . F o r ;in C'\~111 1 le of 
.>n}O'l'IOl'I ll'! S S n Pr ' s 0\0' tfch r f'". r o C' t ry Sf'(' his Fe S t '!".cJ .cn , p . 1 , 
etc . 

0 • loct r y of .:>chi l ler an ii ~oe t hP ritr c! ht.( l. JI! ' · :.!0 7, ...'OR , 
:.!10 , 2'2 7 c t r . 

l 0 . 1..h.i..Ji . I r r . 13 ' 2 00 . (' f . Fe <:! I c ill . r . 
Qi..f.-11U..l..b.a..t1!-L!! tlLAde r d a s ; c h.e.1. ( 0" r 1 i " , 
fe r eaf t cr rit P~ as P P r le . 

') r'I,.., • _. ,_' 
l O'i7) ' 

1 so iii ltis 
r . 132 . 

l l • a o h n ti P r r>1 a n .< 1 ' a l ! J r • , Ilu:_ _f_!. in : (I r 1 b e '' o d c rr .~ i n d 
C \ e ~·: Y '' r I. , 1 q ·-10 ) , r p • :rn ° - t 2 6 • 

l :? • l-.1f .. 1· 1 T I p p • x i j - x i i j • 

13 . ;:, ep no tes " 7 a ir! ot9 , t h i. r hap ter . For 1 lcss"P r ' s 
ii e f e n s P o f t 11 c i fl r. ! u s i o n o f s cc u l ;i r s o u r c e s i n s y n J 'l .: a l 
s e r mon , sr· p Char t e r JI o r IJ~ssner ' s "llc t h od i n. • r:i J r a;, hs 
rliscuss i n CJ his SP r mon ill u st r at i ons (pp . -10- ... 1

) . 

, r 
1 J& Larho1·.•c r , F' . , ~e-"n ':'I J. ', ;:J'"Y" ..J l' ~c'"'~...:i.L~ (l?::!H) , \'O l l , 
pp . h:-11 . 

15 . {Cj3;n , nr l y one or t o ex rcn r l•S h i ll h v• t o s uff i re . 
In fart , nc1 rly cvc ry or.( of IJc-.~nr r ' s s t'"IO l'I S ror t :tins 
r Pfcr1 nccs t o .. cssel y . .:>re , n1 I 11 , ; 1 • ! 72 , \01 , 1:~1 . \5 7 . 
(' t f' • 

] ' . .., ( 
!" • l 'f 

li . Lo <'r> 1 '1:ll , ~ . til_ . , pp . '.!:?1 , :!'3 1 . 



1 8 . Ri bli sc he s u nd Rabbi n iscbes, pp . 7-8 . 

19 . l..b..i..d •• p . 9 . 

20 . P u h lish ed in 1825 t ooP t hPr wit h an i ntrod u r ti on hy 
'aumar S i .., 0 11solln . 

:.! 1 • :; <' e C h a p t e r o n 11 E m ·i n i r p a t i o r , Tr ·· rt i t i " n a 1 r I< e f o r m " , 
p . P1 

• o rt z u sc i n e r le j1 ( l R :' j ) , i " b r P \'.' s " r t i o n , !l . • :; - 1 • 

2 ~ • 11 G <> s a e r g e 7 u r t: i n 1•· e i h u n '..l r1 c r P u r: r .:5 y n ·1 •J o ~ e z u 
I r " n z 1 a u '' ( 1 fi 1 1 ) ; 11 u e r .i e r 1 ti e s E h e s t a :i ~ c s " ( l A :l 2 ) ; ::n rl 
s r vrral ot h r rs . 

:! ·I . B j bl js.c~-11.rd Ja bbin.iSC hP ..S, r . 11 . 

:.?5 . C it en hy . .:; , Jeu t sr h in !1b :i rti rle on 1 lPSSnf' r in t he 
.~i> f o rm .1e1 1s h .\J ll!:...a.1..e of 1(1'>7 . 

2" • &iJl U.s..t: he s u n d .<a h b j n i s c be s , pr . :.? 2 - :: 1 • 

2 7. 1.JJ...i.d • • p . ~ ~ . 

'.~ti • I:. • J • , " .J c r I s r n r l i t ::\ l s L r t e r I h , n " ( J 'I (, 1 ) h P l •l rl u r i '' y 
C t"!Pl- r a ti o • s h n nnrin J tnr> l\i J

1
S rnr n ria ti <'n. 

29 . T \\' O pos t humou s rol!l'ctions of rii!> s r rmons r.rL C'ilited 
h) his c;nr . lias l' c ssnt'r , rt 'l~ i· C re,. unlror 1 11 t ; r•£ r al 
t i t l e :...uJi . c 1 a .s lll:J!_is.:.lu.i~ \'on .) al.o..!1.o n !:..l..c...s.s..o..e..t..... - lJ r 
\•olume of :isso rt eri st>rmors , lrc 1' iJtc r (Frarl..f urt , }IH,.J) , 
a s e r i c s of .:5 ah ha t h m.., r n i n 4J t a lk s .ia.hLa..l.h I re J i J t c n f u c r 
..!..1_il_c.och ena.llilhn ittc ( }Jflf\) :i nc! , collec t i o n ()f holy-iay 
,,.s sa gr s , l hr ....f.-* 11:: '( .. 1L_.L...._ade r t~(' str cdeu (l ,i0 7) , 

10 . ~redcn , r . '<~ . 

1 ., M..L.il , !> 1 • l v - v i i , ::i 1 s o I e r l e , !' • 1 J :; • T :. ,. 
ri u n t a 1i n11 is from le r le , r . ~ . 

l L F1qr LJ1..e.n., Pl · H f f . 

J - . l..hi.d ., p . iv . sec 1)So srronr "J j p sr!i1erili rh c11 
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ll ( ~ ( I i.. 1 i s hi.. (' i I ,. r .. • i.h.irl. . • p :> . 1 o:; - t:? 0 . \ l s 0 I I c r le. I r . ' J 1 . 



3 6 . Plessner , ~ chgel ass ene Sc b r iften . Pred i a tcn unt 
~ha th- Pr ed j g tu (Fr~ nk furt, 100 1> , p . 3 . ll P r e:i ftF!r 
r i led as !\ , S . J • 

3 7. O&E I I , p • v i i . 

. 3 b • lb..i!1. • t p p • 4 1 0 - 4 1 2 • 

39 . l..b.il ., p , xiY: . 

21 



I 1 . .lf. T 100 

\ s I' r ear he r , r 1 e s s n c r s t a n d s h e t \\' r c n t h" . la 11 '4 i.d. of 

yr s t e ry ra r and t h e p ul p i t ora t or o f tn<fa y - utilizin ~ th e 

I a n •J u a ~ c " 11 d t h " f 0 r m 0 f t h (' 0 I' e I w h j 1 s I r re s (' r v i n IJ t h e 

f lavo r of t he o th P r. ,,• i t h t h c mode rn l'U l p i t e e r 1 h P uses 

the ver nacu lar wi t h skil l , a n rl emp l oy s i llustrat i ons fr om 

sr>ru!llr lit er:i tur e a r rl ge rer al 
~ 

!la r s h a n n f o J d , 1 a r :i e :' o r 1 i o n s 

h ist o r y ; b ut l He t he 

LG 
n f h i s ;:. r r ., 0 I' v~ rl (' \' 0 t e ~ 
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~a~~~;\ ';- ~ ~ 
1 o .a r e s o 1 ~ J>f" <> " "" i f f i r 11 l t y '' i n s o c s r r i p t u r a 1 o r 

r ahb i r ic :::ss~::e . 

•; • 1· t· r :i l '> tr u r t u r " :'l r ~ Th E'.., e s 

:> tru r tur al ly , PlP sSn Pr ' s s e r mo ris follo w t br C i r e rn'1i<' 

f r "l ., c \' n r le 1 ' I' :'! t 1 P r n P i r n r h i •1 h ~· 1 '"' r P n n 1\1 r c rl I ' r o t E s 1 ;i r t 

: • rr ;; r h c> r =l n .1 t h " o 1 n J i a n Fr a n z \' • 1t e> i n h 1 r rl 
1 

: h r g i n n i n J " i t h 

:} fl 1 I I I 1 '[ r) tf U (' 1 i 0 r t (" nm p 0 S Pd 0 f l 
0
1 r r '( 0 T tf i U IT: , t h (' 1 C \. 1 If' r' 

i t .-; c ...: I I a n a t i o n , f o l J n 1·. r d ti y I h c ' I n d ) ' o f t h " s r r r:i n n 

r tl l S j ' 1 j n J 1) f a p T 0 ! 0 S j 1 i 0 11 ll i :1 11 U "l !'I (> r 0 f rf j V i S i 0 r S 1 ~It d 

a ' c rlu si nn ' "'"' orl~ in I r er11 it11l 1 1 inr arri 

o n 1 ~ ., a J o r \' a r i ~ t i o r .-. f t '1 i s ha s i c " 11 t I i n r i s t '1 c f r " 'l u c '' t 



r 
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i nterj ect i on of thf' prorn si t i on brtwecn the exo r ~ iu m a nd 

t he t e ~t; this usu a lly occ urs whPn the t e xt i s no t bound up 

with t he sPr mon ' s body and its di v i s i ons but se rv PS i ns t ead 

to rP - e r hn wit h Bibli c al nr r ahh i n i c a ul h o r ity t he thPmr 

d . h _, . '.l 
l ro~o s e 1 n t e exorut um. 

l n c € o r t · i r r- , I l "s s n e r -i o es 11 fl\' i 1 t P "n t i r P 1 y fro'" t h i s 

r '< !' 1 a i n i n J t h , t I h P n , t u re n f 1 h •' s u b J e c t '"a t t P r f o r r c s h i m 

t n \. i o l a t e • I' r i n c i !' l P n f r h P t o r i c • " \ t ti ,.,,,s , " l1P says , 

" one , us t f o !lo11 thr r 11ur1l r :.. l ht>r th ir th e i rtiricial 

war: in this r-sc too , ro: tt f'r s or l h P Ji1·ine nus t hP 

hy arc en t , r u nc tu 11ion , .,, 1 

1l- 'o t P\'rn i11 its 

h ist o r~ is t h• Ttlrah in ch r "rnlo ic::il nrl,, r . :;., t oo , 

s e r '71 n r s , a s a t t r ., 1 l s t n r c ;'l r Ii ) i v i n" • e i J h t s , r ' ' I o , ri J n i n 

\ suit1hl" r i tl 1> 1 c;u.., ·nriz i n •• i t 111• r I h 1• t h 1' !'Ir or t h c 

nrrasinr , or h111h , hP a is r r't o r I J1.s sn rr ' s Sr>rnrirs , as for 

c xanp}C' : " Tru,.. Con,n], 1 inn 1 " " \ lnr t h of Joy ," " Thr 

I i f,, Jrn 1 h 11111 l ':'l mo rt 11 i q . " s J1rtir , ' is tnpir or 

n i s r •' u r s ,.. , 
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lu e season ". Tn t ~is manne r, t he er ri of the c3Jend~ r yen r 

Sll JJP.S ts t o hi m the t herne or " \ l iJh t he art eri F'arewell " - a 

c~n si dP rati on of p1 rtin g fr o, br loved ohJects and pe rso r s , 

why surh times br i n '.J us s o murh sorro\\· , and wh<it \JC c J n ' o 

l'> soo t he t he ;Ja jn 
6 Th e c~ a n 3c nf se s1 ~ s fr n, r a:I 0 

•Y i n LI:! r ! ~ ~ I s h i , 1 o .i i s c us s I h c , • r op c r I\" 1 y s o r s 1 er i i , g 

Jon J :..-i'l t e r . 7 e v c 1; i n -J s • T l1c cu~i11J o:" t he s 1 >.:in~ offer s 

"i: r , c; i ., n t o p x t o l t il c .., '? :i 11 l i e s o C n 3 t •.1 r e , t h c 11 i r a c l e o f 

..!CC S'iit) l o s e: r \' P. n 11 - .\ i l ., fl 
J 0) • 

a., 

l c c; <; n i? r c r i ~ i r i z 1 c; t 'i n c; ~ : : c ~ r. ·, '.." r c; ·\ n 11 'i r. I ht 

r ~ c; : i v J l t e \ 1 s 11 r <' : y J s ' . r i JI ";i t 1 c; r , i · 1 '1 i • ,, v: 11 

i d c.: -1 o; i r s r ,.. ' I o ,. n •1 rl rt' s s i " J l I' :t " i' J 1• •' S I 11 l I I' 

,. " t r n l t h n 1 .1 '1 1 o r 1 ·1 l i <\ y , 

" l 0 J I j t S .; I l, ')I' 1 :) t i 1 S I,< c; I , b C J i 11 S '\ i \ h 1 '1 

1 , pr o ,' r i J t P r fr ,. • '1 r ~ r , 1 f !: s t i \' • ! n r t ti' 
> 1 h '1 ;i t h , o r r . o n c; ~ c; a t v 1 r c 1 o t "' ; ) r ,, 1 • " r t I:! ii 
w j t t- i t , h •1 • I h <' n . r o r t. 1 I " l o I c 1 p t o 'l • 11 • r 
1r1· d s n r j ~ \ l's I i 'J :i • i i 11 '' '.I i r h "~ 'l 1·,, no r c l 1 · i n n 
wn • •_vcr \\"l l L t !ll' p rer <' ''"J · · 

•.I .1 I J h .JJ.l..1LLL I 'l (' •n, Th • ,o/ •':'I 'j :__JY , t '1 " 1 1 11 r , 1 

'lr ltl' I l • . ' ~us t 

.. ~ ., . i ., J 

r on,. ,, r: n, 1 0 

:ru" 11 i ~ p r i ,, ,. i , l ,, c: , i ! t o; o; 1 •• r I r. ,. o t • c; 1. ' r y ., . j i 'I :t ) I o a 

! o;~ , c;11111 o'" itc; l~\\· s , itc; ru st i· s 1rl it-; i "',1 rt r or !i r " . 

h " f " c; I j \' ;i ! '\ '' [ i l I j t '\ > l f 1 h J 1 t 1 (' 



inmedia t ely p rec ed i nJ a nrl f ol l o wi nJ t h e da y are spent in 

r i CJo r ci 11s cxam i na ti lln of the hn!i 1ay theme a..,fi , to ~e t he r 

w ~th the holid ay s ermon , fnr "I 3 f ~stiva l ser ~on u n it , 11 

S o , f o r P in\ rn ~ l e , a s e r m o n o n !A It.!..../) '1> J 1 ? -e j "1 'll e d i l t e l y 

h "! f o r e ...f\ I Y I rJ-€, i s c o n r e rn e rJ w i t h t h e r h y s i c a 1 a n d 

S !'J itit11 a l prepa r a t i on w:1 i ch nu r1ht t o 11e lll'd~r t akett f l)t a 

c o.., • • ! ~ t e i n v o l v "! ri e n t i n t ;, c a ;i r r o ;'I r n i 11 IJ f f! s t i v :i 1 ; t h e 

_./l/'y/,v.e, s er mon it s1~ lf ex 1 ouncis }Ylt hP or i J in of t h<• } ;:!\\ 

111d its va li 1 ity f o r ,1r e sc n t •ia )S; an .f t h" se r :n.111 ntl 

0 f t ii ( L ::i 1\' ' s cl ~ , J .1 i s f o r ye 1 r 

t~ '< •) r d i u m 

l 'l 
r ounrf srrv i"' e . -

I n 1 , I r " "' r '1 i n 'J 11 i s t C! v t , I l L s s " ,, r J ,. 1• • r "1 l 1 y r 1 • ' t r n t s 
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h i 11 s e ~ f t\' i 1 h 1 s t a 1 "•11 c r t 
t-

,.., r n r"l h l e"I 
/ I 

l ~ s i :J n r d 1 n :· r I' p l r e h i s 

Thus , i n 011~ o '" t he 

i " t P I' t i o n , r <" J a r I f n r n t ·, e r s , !> t r • - c :\ '' n 1 r I P t i t i ., ., s h e 

(' ., II n 1 '\ (' r ... . t ~ h 1 (' ' I 11 I r. , . ., r ·! i , , •lJ I c: \1 (' J •l ! P, !' t I• I i j ( a t 'I • ., .J n 

c ,. : c " 1 s ,, f f n r l t i r e 1 e s s ! y I) r l y " h ,.. n I h r· s u r r e s <: o f h i <: 

r :: , r I°' :J \' o r i s (' i t Ii '-' r ~ s 5 11 r ' d , n r q u i t " p r n In h 1 e • 11 •1 r r t h ~ ' 

r c: " •1 ' t s , m 1 n s "o :i t i t' r. s 1 n I c e :'J c; <' s i 11 '1 i s a t t P '!! p !. s • 1 n 

: t"')Ct" , t hr· ,.frcr 1 s of ron'\ 1 ":1 1 effo rt c1n r "' rr-> ly h e se en . 
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Conseq uen tly , m~ n i s lax 1ntj f ~ ils to p r a) s i nce r e ly and 

:ie\'o tedly . 

ls it 011 ..- f=lul t o r i s it God ' s'? Th e ohs t ~rl<> "l u s t be 

\e p roh"lh l y f:1 i I t c "' ':?e t t l i e c onii it i ons 

i n ri i s ~· c n s a h 1 c t o e f f e c t i " e :' r a y e r • 

ror1 itinns wh irh ~~h ~ ou r w'l rshi p acrr> p t1hle t o Gnrt? 1 3 

l;. r. •' ;i c; i ., n a 1 l y , t t1 c ex o r -f i um i s n J r r :t t i v e , t h :1 l i s t o s rt y , i t 

J i \' " c: t h • 11 i s t o r i c a 1 s e t t i n •J o f t h e> r.> € ? a o r 'IJ '1 CO> ';) • 

'l Ii i s i s u s u ~ l l y l 1 p r s p ~·. h (' r p I h t I (; ~ I i s 'I ,, I I T a I\' " f r 0,, 

- I) n c; i s t s , c r • ! ) o r ., h r i " f r P f r r " n r ,.. t o • '1 •' , t r:- r " 1 i r •j 

,\ e c I. ' s s ,.. r" n., , r ~ r 1 1 i t u ! ::. 1 i 1• ~ i I s r. <' 11 r. I 11 c; i o., c; ., n I · l 1 t i n 'I 

w u s t " ., 1\ t i1 r s (' r ::i , , •1 t o 1 e i\• 11 1 i !! "' ;, ... rf ir s11, .. il•..!m"! t 

. I :; 
I lfSlS . 

iir:ts 11ir 

1 \: t h o i o f h • ,. i 1· J , h -. 1 i I y ., 1 1 n ,.. x I r l :t ,, n 11 c; ) r r i , L u r a 1 or 

') 1 II<: 
1 

i n '1 

S t"C-:1 00 1):1 v<'rsr I I) Ch 1 1 tl'r } 0 o f l: r r l r>s i i c:t cc: : 1 ' ' 

t h e •11 n I s , t h" h ,) u s " 1 e 1 kc l h , " i n 1\' ·1 i r 1 t hr• 1 ho 11 11 t i s 

'" t r 1 s s r rt t h ·1 t n 1 I ~ t Ii 1· "•1 J h r 'l,.. s t ., ., t " i J i l ;"t r c r• :t "" 

i 11 tr ,,.fured it.: a \•r rc; c frt')n .J oh ll1 , lfL , "11r1?ly fh r> 

~ 0 :J n t .1 j n f ) 1 l i II 1 C T ti , "- l e t h ') '' 1 y "I r l t h " .,. t') C' k i S .., o •: P ti 0 II T 

f . l ,, 1( ,, its p arr.• . T h is prPJi111 i nary :11SS:lJe i s i nt<'rrretr>l'f 
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to 11ea n t h<1 t eve ryt hing on eartli is s•1h_: ect to e xt e rnal 

i n fl uence s . n <I JUSt ~ s a no 1 t a in or ~ rork r 3 n he 

11 1• ro te<I or at ! c :\st ar f ec t e<I in sor.w 'TICfl "iur e by t hP ste ;J"iy 

1:>,'1 iration of po .... e rful n rit ural forces , so too our inner 

he i n J • o 11 ... s ., u 1 , i s s u b J e c t to c on s t a n t :;iii ve rse i n f I u e n r ,. s 

w I: 1 c II m l )' u l l i m a t e I y i M r a i [ i t s I I u [ i t y • Yet , our so ul is 

11)(. <l\\el li nJ p l aci:: of t ne \} ll i '] h ty ; it i s , ii' r~rt , ;:i s park , 

a~ Pll l l' Rtion or t he Jivine wh ich we are lut!houn~ t n 

· r es e r ve in its i m1 a rul 1 te s t ate . U 11 l) t '1r n11 1 It .. 
r o n s c i e ,, t i o vs c 'l t e :in rl i n du s t r i o us t• rd f.' ~ "or c l :i 1. P h n t c t o 

r o t t' c t o u r s '> u 1 ; i f "' E' a t e n e 'J l i .. r n t i •1 t Ii s , n 11 r s o u 1 ' s 

Ji r i r '? ' 0 u r :i e e 1 c n I,., b J "' .ud e ' 1d l I s u r c) y r r .1 <; h • ~ s til e 

5 c r ir tu r c h <; it: " Bi s~r.ttifu! 1 es<> t h < r l r ~ rs sin k i r. , 

;i nJ t hro11jh i 1!criess of t •1r> l11 r d <> , t h'' hn• <;•"" l ~:i~ 0 th. " 

v n o l 1 t. r u n i '· 11 r "'l t 1 n i n f ~ p . r 'l , r h i n J t h' I l' x l I s r \' t? s 

,> r • scn t :q ion . F o r t ~ c f i n a 1 s e r.,, o " ,., f t It •• ~ e , r n ., ./ ?i -£ 

l' J c s s n e r u s u ":I J I y s h o"s e s o 11 c· ,., f 1 hr l.l...s.!!! o o i , o r 

:) el j c jJ !l.l. a <; I' r 0 I 0 J ue s I T I>" "I e r j r J I 11 e ,, i n '; c r rn n " i " r 0 c t i c 

f o r m ( h i s o :\' 11 t r a r s 1 ) t i o 11 s , o f r o u r s ,. ) , 11 .1 u t i 1 i z i n g t h e 

.r.!!.LJ:..ail of t h C' I i s ·'l ;> n a " t r x I f o r t 1 c ,.. '1 t i r c I i s ~· o u r s e • 1 -; 

T h c ,. \'. o r I i 11 11 a s ~ 1 h o l c i s i t <; I? l f f r P 11 tH ' n 1 I ~· p r e c c I e .1 h y :l 

I. i 11 I ., f i n t r o ,f u c L i n n , s •1 1 e t i ., 1. s i r t h e f or ·1 o f a r r c li m i n 1 r )' 

c 1 1: J or 1 h<' 1 " XI or a ;•o r t i o,, t11 e rc o 1 , 13 at ot 1er tit"les 

t he p1rt i cu l a r ncc ~ s i o~ a ~ ~ SUJJ e sts th e i ~ p<' ~rl inJ to~ic . 
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~ s an t nst ance , ~ t alk del i ve r ed be f o~e the 

Sorie ty of Posen or t he eve of k~" l:Ire/;i in wh i ch the 

I re ac he r ex hor ts his list e ne r s t o ~ain t ~ i n t hrou gh t he 

cc~ i n J yea r t he reli g iou s f~rvor ar ou sed hy t he HnJyday 

Te xt an~ E x e ~esis 

~11 of l• lcss ner ' s i.iulilic rlis c~ ur ses , whet her s ermo ns , 

lec tu re s , or t3 lks for sµer i al nr casio ~s . o r e t ex tu a l , 

t It 3 t i s 1 o s a ; , t '1 e f ;:i '> r i c o f t h e c -i i !'. e s s i s 1· o v e n a r o u n rl 

s ome cer tr :i l ~ u o t a ti on . Gut I l e ss ne r ~rr~ r Prt ly r eJa r~ ~d 

t h 1; c :1 t i r c r a :i ..; " n f 11 i h J i r a l ::i n " r a h h i n i c 1 i t e r d t u r e a s a n 

:i J , r ,, . ::: i ·1 t e s <' !.I r,. e f o r h i s t c- x t s • '> e r11ons on t he t·a ra s ha'i 

o r I , r t , r a h o f t h " ·• P e l\ a r ., t h •' e x,. " I' t i o n r : 1 t h e r t h '-l n t h '! 

" fl r l' J e • - • rl i s r ~ rt t r a 1 h n "1 i 1 i e s a r e ., n t J u s t f r on> t h e 
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n r th e) ma y he d r a wn fr om one of the Tannaitic ~ i d r ash i m , 

o r fro m t he 1{ abbos 1 or fr om t he Mishn a , o r t he Gem :'lr ~ . hoth 

~ah li and Jc ru s hal mi. 2 1 Eve11 t hc Apor ry pha is u serl as a 

well - sp ri na f or te~tu ~ l ma t erial , t lte Uonk of J ac c ah ee s fnr 

C h :in u k (' , Th e .\i s d c"' o r So 1 o..., on r o r "'a r y o t he r o c r a s i o,, s • 
.., .., 

Thus f o r examp l e , :'1 sermon p r elrherl on -- :frrl 

rlei i c~ t f'd t o t ne p r opos i tio n that th P. J iviri:J up of JP. .. i sh 

r o l k w ;i y s < v o I k s 1 ll...u.f..!!lli.c. .!J. k e ; 1 .e.n) \\' i l I l ea d t ., 1 h I? 

fr nm Sec n,., cf \I a ,..,.. a h Pe s ( I ) , 

" They set t o r:Ju)h t"h "' I t lJrir f"'lllt e rs ho ,,or<> rl 
a •i cs t e" ~" tf t 11 r ,; l n r i es n f t h •' 1; r •- P 1.- s "ho v c-
a J I <' I s e ; 11 c n r P sore 11 i s t r es c; hr f e ! l t hr m ; t h P 

\' e r y ., e r f o r \\ h n c; r. r 11 s t o., t tt y e r r s o k c <' n 
and \\hOPI t hey rles ir er! to h r l i kl, ""C':l'TIC t hrir 
f o" s 1 1. I f' u n i c; '1 e l l h c '!1 : fo r i I i s " o t 1 I i 'l '1 t 
n a t t P r 1 o ., r t i r.i I-> i o u s 1 y 1 ., " i r !,. t t ii r~ ! a 1-.• s o f 
l • o J : 1 i n e • i 1 " h Q t 11 .... t • " 

l r 1 J :i i n , i n ~ n 1 d u r C' " s 1· i c 11 ;-> r , i s e s 

' i . l h c h ~ ' I 0 I 'e 1 0 n I ... •) <; c 

3SS1'JC 

I' o r h h :i rd t o " u"' r e " tf h y 1 r. l i r J .. 11 -; t I y a n ii I o i n j J oo I , t 1., 

I t ., s c.I .. I 

: ·1 \' r 11 i ... ~ n o ... l c l ~ r o f :1 ci l ) i ":: ! . :> 11 r , r •"' s , t.: r .~ l h i ..., i n 

'lie; toil~ u 1 • j , ! i P I t 11 e r r u · t s o r 11 i s l 'i ' 1 o r ••• " ; 

i r I I r " (' I i <; h c .. ,. i • ~ •' l i r i ~ :i ,, i • '! I h ... ., ... :i (' p ., r -i 

hJesc;iri_: ,,r •rnl , 
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3e ver a l times , F lcssri P. r uses tw o te x ts , t hat is, t wo 

passages are p l ac ed eit~er i r 1 pp0siLinn n r i n o p?osition 

to P ~ch ot~e r , ~ n<f 3te r.iterl to fo r m t~ e f er. us o r t h~ 

ad d ress . So , iri a ser~on dPl iv e r Prl nr les~r h, t h~ first 

t ~xt is f rom t h P Oonk of .; is <f ot'I 0 8 , 6 -9 ): " Tha t ri i ']h t was 

made kn " •n t o ou r f3thers bPfnreh~ n d , sn th3t 1 h ~ y s houl~ 

k n o 1\ r e r l a i n 1 y w ~l • l o 1 t h s 1 h c y '1 :i rl 11 e l i e v P. rf , a ,.. 1 r ,. ; o j r e • 

T h • n t h C' p ·~ Cl µ l <> s '.\ 1" t h e p !.'. e s e r v <1 t i o r n f t '1 " u p r i J h t 1 n • ! t. h e 

,l ':! S lr u r tion of t h P P. v il d oe rs , I n µ u n j s h i n •J I I' " i r 

iJ ve:rs1ri e s Tho u .! irl st c a l l us 1 0 Th t>P 3 r d d i !st Jlnrify us , " 

T o t h i s f i r s t t P --: t i :. J •l i n f- d t •1 ' n f t r c r u t r i n 'J I P. n t ~ t c u c h 1 l 

11 r o u .J ht y o .1 f ·J r t h n ut 1 f t 11 1 1 r. :l n f '-J )i' t i•1 nr.!"r t o he 

~ n 1ir ti o L .. 1 n t i s 

l'l I '1 l' r , ·• '1 '· f i r s t I r " ,. t i ' ~ s t 1 P " J1 t fi u s i , s .,, 1 • rl)b ! r- <; 1 irit 

r n 11 ,,. , :. r " s t n r s 1 I. l i 'n I) TI l ;l f () f r (' i ~ 1'1 , I l i 0 ' l • The s . r •) 11 i 

L n s a y t h "' t G ,, i 11 r s i r '? c; I o h P I h s ) "Ip I v ,, s .) s I(' l• a s I n 

o ur f , t hp rs, I 11 U S j l ·1 C !. I 1 u ., 11., It C\ 
' I 

n 11} j ";;o I i n" t " 

T 11 • s '=' r n 1 n I n r> n 

•r ocrr;,is I ri :l •i t ! i n e I '1 C a} s I'? -j ie 1 n s h ) I ii "J 1 ·, i s s ,1 i r i t 

(' • .1 11 11c r•.(''"'.'dtC J i n ,, \I r Ji\' C' S ;) l .t t i ··11· s • ~ 1 • s ;) ,, t XJ :n ,i ! t? 

•) f t "\ l) t - ' t s 1 '" c·I i n .!.!. '•• os jti n!! I\' (. r i t <' f l" O:tl a y-e":';~ /._'/ 

<; C('!! l) fl I\ fl l C h s peah~ of r r l i a io n ' s rl 0 11 b l E' face, of memory 

and of h ope , of t. h e fnr h <tt' cl a nrl t h P. bach wa rtl ~lance , a nd or 



t he joys 
? ~ 

an ti s o r row ~ ,, f (:) rh.- :J Th e r i rsl t ext i s d r awn 

f r o rr • ' e h (> Ill i ::i h ( 8 , l l ) : " 3 o t h e :.... '! v i t c s <1 u i c t c d .1 l J t h c: 

11 

·'"o p l e s 1 ; i r~ : ' fl<> sti l! for t i.P 11y is hol; irl d o oa t h e 

d e r ,.. r s .ud ~ 11 
T~ c s eco nd t ex t i s , k c 11 f r o •r t h e L •> '' a r t o 

" I\ • .1 e h u rt a s a i rl < 1 o i • S i me> on r a r .1 n c· ha i ) 

· ' <! s t 1; r , t I. l l "' c s n r o f t h r i •r • • or t a n t c o ~ •<1 P n t s r '" ' c c~ r n i r ~) 

1~ • :; i rn e o 11 s p o I c u !J 1 r: rl s 1 i rl : I t i s \\' l'. i t t e 11 

1. In f• 1 , (.) ' l') / 1," ':"'\, '1 ' ' " ' t /" • , , ,1 3 n '' 1 \\ 1 s o ti r •ht•n<rrr .'nl ) 

i;id ira t i:rl . .:i i mil:n-Jy i n t !IC' 

!c si ~rn t r>d It\' ) " I 7> I/ II \\' 's ·• 
•f::ishono ( r. f . L." :, ::i r 1" r Hr=J 

f' JI '' s ':11 c t ! i r J • • i n r u l i s 

r ~r 

d j1 l 

1 h ( 

() r , f nh I ( t h' c1 ;'I )' 

0 r _.s llili.:.r.l.w; it 1\':l s ,{ n s h 

h ) or ' hi ( h r tl 

..... -. ' . 01 c c: .·r 1' c: ,..,. i< o s h 

l1shn110 as !'1 ) 0f J OY, t llf' n th• ·" rr r Cl' S l iJ it '1S 1 

• i1 i r h i S i \ ., Thr l i r fi t ul t ) is 

r <' :i I i ] y rc c; olvPd . To ,., <; 11 1" f' I 1\" s h 11:);; h n l'I o i s i., r for 

s orr ow; .., r 1 r ;I • l I is I rl 3 ) ,In r! i r 1 e r1 I " -e c. r;- 1,..)-t .,, 
_, 

t ( , s \ t r r s p. f i n 1 r • S !'C r • i (Ill : 1! . ho r :\" f . ; l t n " ( 
s a r rl ·~ r t • rl h ) I 'H r r 11 ·n I r rq• r f' f s i r s : i 1 s 1 • 

i <: l l !' r, t h 1 f i r c: I o f I h t T C' 1 .J "I ' c; n r I\ r p c n I :i 1• r C' , t h " i i r <: ! 

fl '.i n n I h f • : I (' " i I • I' I i 'I 1 1 :i ! ,. t 1'. '1 i r• 1, r , r l cad t n u J t i " 1 a t • 

-, r I " t T 1 i<: t hnuj hl f i ll " u s i I '1 .1 s : :i r ~ o f h n f r :i 1 rl 

.:.. \' c r l I' e r i o rl n r 

1l\1r~ it) <'Clr l ir s Th e seeds fn r • 'r> t t Pr 10.,0rrn11 ; s0 l n(l 

{ 0 S fl 1 f , S lJ I) 11 n I i I h 1 J } j t S S () J ( "1 I\ j t ) , r 0 n 1 "1 i n 5 t !1 (' p l' () 'l1 i 5 e 0 f 



ult i mate f oru i v~n e ss an~ henc e i s bot h ~ rlny o f s or row an rl 

;i .f :i y of J OY• 

! " !'- >. l l a i ,. i ,, 'J a t e x 1 • s r l I 1 l j (\ ,, I (l l , , e 'l r: n (' r ;:i 1 r r () !' (\ s i t i " n 

(" :) (' h I') r j t s ,, c t <I s i s c :- r p f u 11 ) s (' 1· u I i fl i ? e d :) I rl s uh j r: r. t (; d 

t n honj l e t i cal 
?(,, 

t r e n t ri1 c f' t • - \I e r) o f t e n , n '' 1 o ,, ! y t h r t c x t 

i I s (· 1 r ' i I I.I t 1 h c r. 0 n t (' x t I t h r s e I 1 i r J 0 r I h (' t ( '( t • i t s 

., -
3111 ""l· l i ,.,,.fi i11 tf'-r" s o f t hr. ·., en e r al sr hP"'H~ "\rl t hec;ir . -' 

. 1 f> s s n " r ' s h o 11 i 1 e t i r :-i l <' \ 1 J t' s i s i s s n \' r i P d 1 h :i t i t 

lr>fics rlc a r cu t C:'llC~n ri7 :i ti nn . (; .. ,. " , ..• 1 ! ) h ~ is 

'c; _., s 1 1is f i n rl Kit h t he -- ~ i • l • , i ,. 1 1 r I-' r ,. 1 ·-1 1 i n •1 j r It f ! n I'. 

rr.:ii ily fr nm t hr t rx t , •1·h irh •r • i • f1r1 11 i I r •"'I h \' i 0 ll S } y 

i 11 11l i l'li i n i1 i r n • 

T'l u s , fllr i rst:'lncc , t he IE'X l ( .J ;:i l k II I ,......., /' It.- I 

" i s 

J j \'c s 11.; 1 • i r I u r r~ o f r ·. i s t , r r r i r · 11 1 11 c• r • :i f t c r ; t h a I 

II S t n S t hr "" _;;, ' 0 S )' n h n ! i Z I' S I 111• , 0 J " S t ~ 0 f l"t I! r r I :t l n C (' rl 

(In P :l rt '• , so t" i ! l o 11 r •Ir 

j ! J 1 i fr i n t '1 r '1 "' r r ."\ r 1 , r I•' j u a r ' r cl a '' t ! r o t 1 c t C'i h y 

11< \ J 1i.,h t ~. e l r , 

") Q 
0 '1" ~.;, ir, ls ~ i~h ' s rrn1hnr . (6 1 , 0) ·-

" a l 1 t h ;i t s f' f! 1 h " "l s • a 1 l ;:i r I ., n v· 1 e rl ~ e t h c r. r Ii " 1 t h "" y ;; r r 

t ''" s<>rrl 1: h i rh 1he Lor .! h:i t h ldFss erl " is n1 4'c t o yicl n th e 
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11t o uuh t t ha t Go r! ' s ble ssi n g is i rfPnt ifi ah l e , t hat h is g if t s 

havr d isti nc ti ve chara ct e rist~rs , s o t ha t we can re;id i ly 

t e ll J USt whi ch o f our ar1i on s Ard ~ x p erien c es a r e b lessed 

hy t '1P Et e r na l . \nrl a~n i r , AS 3 fi n~l ex a ~r l e of th r 

( ) 10 ., L 
si n. le t e>. t , t 'ie ve r sP I sa i ah 42 , 6 : a rn 1h 1;.> o r d , 

th .1 t i s ly Na me ; an rl · Y Gl or } wi l l I 11n t ~ i v•~ t'l aro t her , " 

i s • ,. l i P d t n t h c c •ll' f l i r 1 b e t we e n r e l i ._, i 0 n 1 r d s e c u 1 a r i s n , 

1 r a rf i l i ri n ;i nd r e f or'" , • 1 rl i t 1 e ;-i d s t o t :1 e c n 11 c 1 us i o,.. th a t 

.:i n ) a l t c m 1 t t o s e n· P t 1· o n .l c; t c r s i s ·J o om P. d t o f ;Ii J u n • 

\0 1 l l \\ ;i )s i s t ii~ t e '\\ t ' s "lf'SS"lJC' so "lj)j>1ren t , so t h=.1 t 

1 0 ur ve i l i ts si urr ificanr c , ilr tn k<' s thr n · r,_s e u1 rlr> rl yin •J 

11 r • ~ 
a sermo n o•; " T he .Joy heforr Gn d ": " Jed Jlr 1 ln1H..1 fa/. -.S....,t 

/.t~ 1 / /J • ~ft - 1 1• 1 t h c r j J h t r_ o u s I) r:-

1nuJ t befo r e t;od , yea let t nC' r"I rCJOirf' l"i t h ~ l in e ss . " 

11 s a1':1s 6C , n . ,(,... r i; , 1 hc rfjrr i rult} is ."ri,..lr i ly 1 

I i r J 11 i s 1 i r ,., r ,. . •• h) I h C , n y s y n •> n y !Tl s f o r J o y 1 n ' 1·· '1 1 t 

I i r· i r i 'I! I CJ r l '? 6 3 C h 0 l' e Un d 0 ll ht(. d J ) r C' I' r I Sen t S 1 rf i ff r r E: n t 

" r· .!) " d · 1 · J•v l'S1Jnt. 1 r 1 111r er t yre of rr-J o i r i r.IJ . 
~ /" 

r o 11 t r '" t men t ; " 11' '' cl~ ri o t r:- i a h i ~ 11 C" r d c .I r (•" of inn C' r 

.1 1 a I n (' s s , Ir l' r 1 .. r i 11 y n l ' r> n 1 h u s i :.i s rn , h u 1 :i " f' n t h u s i 1 s ·n n 1) t 

l I " . L~ " f h 1 . y 1· 1 u 1 °" d rd_ y c x I' r ... s s e- • ; • '-' r c er s t o n v <' n·. c ~ l r J 

I • ll1( S S I'>\, T(>SSe.4 i n l 1PJ U1 JP .,r SO"J . \s f o r t hr: ph r a s e 

.. - r ;1-..,,.. --!,~I " h e r r 1~· e h 1 \' f' . 1 .; ci i n i 11 ".! o f t h ' f i rs t a 11 ri t h P 

t h i 1· d e x r c s s i n r a n ' t '.1 C' s i J n i f i r 1 r1 r C' o f t l C" c on I- i n ·1 I i n n i s 



t h is: voca lized JOY c ::i n e nsi ly l ead t o boi st e rous ou t hur s ts 

unsu it erl to ou r diJnit y . T h P ri g hteous ma n , t her e for e , 

rn o l d s h i s " .e, I ~ " i n t o a " ':;) nJ't"!-" - a n rl t h a t i s t h e m e a n i n 'J 

of the t e x t - t h e JU S t ar c 3lad dnrl er thus i ast i c b e fore 

Go d , they e v e n e x ult, bu t they r>v1 r e ss t h is r>x u ! t ati n n i n 

~n i n n r r , mor e t '1ou.1 h t f11l '111n nf'r . 

lno t l'c> r ty p e o f horn i l e t i<' :Jl rxe ie si s f rc•1ur::n t ly <'mt l n y e rt hy 

1 l c s s n ~ r i s t h e ::i l 1 c .I o 1· i <' ::i l "1" t h o rl o r i n t c r I' r e 1 a 1 i n " i ., 

' h i <' h i •I ea s a n rl r o n r ,,. ;" t s 1 r c s u I 1 s t i t 11 t c rl f n r J i \' " r '"o r ti s i n 

. 3ss aue . Tn t 1is 'llanncr , 1 j \' j 1f t1 ~ l '. ,~ f IS 0 f l $ Y l'I;. J 0 1 Up 

rlerl ir a t i on t ex t I .., }'>) :1 .., " I h) 
I I - - ii nr t h,.. r i \•r r u1on 

t h e h a n ~ t ; 1 c r c v f , o n t 11 i s s i rl P :i n ' o r t h t s i rl P s h ::i l J .I r n t\' 

l' v r- r ) tr <·e for foorl h n s · 1 P ·i f " 1 • l I " ,., I t\ ; t 11 " r , n " i t h e r 

s h a l j I h , r r u j t I I) (• r ( 0 f f a i l • " l r I .I i \' p n t '1 c f 0 l I ,, ,, j " J 

ri\1·r ' rrf<' r S lo ;1'1~ 1 5 r}~ ss i•1v 1 

Jess es s t-n t ial "~' t s , • I 1 1 "l ( V r• r !<: r S r a ri i r J j ., rPl 1 1 i OI" 

~ r o \ i I i 11 oJr soul ith sp i ritu::il 

f ()II ! . . i r h i s ;:i ' ( (' ' s s i I j ; I n I ,. i I h •' 11 I 11 II s i :l s ., :\ I' l 0 ) ' -

i r 1 r • • 11 : ., -= r s ;;. ,.. r t i i ! I • 11 1 r o ·n r l • 1 P l ;. I " -= i r ;i h I e f "l r 

o u r i ·1 1 r r 1 • I 1 - I • . i r i,; • 

"Ii.' n I) t hr r 1 y I" n r ., x c- ., es i s us "ti h) l r· s ~ n E> r - :\ ., ,1 t h i s 

~· i l l hr n ,, r f i n ;i 1 J,.. 11 e r 1 l ,., '= 1 o ~ i t i or o f 1 ex t ' ' s e , for 

'l'l y thi n '.. '710 rP wo u ll T"f'!u ir e 1 l rnost !'l tev. t hy t P >< 1 list i n~ 
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o f all his sermon s - is th e t echn i " ue of rlP. ri vin'J :i mea ni nu 

frOl'I th,. text ' s :i osi t io11 in t hP con text , th ·1 t is , fr o'll its 

rel::ition to ei thP r thP pre c e~ i r~ or s ucr Pe~in g vP rs e s . ~o . 

fo r instanrP , thP p::is s :iae introrlu rin ~ n sermon n n the need 

for Jf'w i s h P<fur ct i or. {GPn . 18 ,17 -19) - " artl th P Lo r d s::ii d , 

' :>h:d J l h i rlC' fr o rn .\h rah am th , t 1; h i rh I :,m d o i n g SC'P. in CJ 

th :'l t \lirnhnm sh::i ll suri>ly hero ri c :) 'J T<'i1 l 1 n rl mi uh ty n ti ori 

::inrl all th" nations of th e f'~irth shall hP hle ss'! ~ i n hi m'? 

F' o r h · v c k r o 1•· n h i m t n t h e c r. rl l h 1 1 he may c n r1m1 n d h i s 

rhilrl r rr nnd h is hnus<>hol rl ::i fter h i rn t h t hP y 'llay kerp th e 

1a y of thr Lord : " - T h is ver s e ga ins si 1n i fic ; nre: only 

l hrou•Jh thr PX:lmin· ti o r of 1 11 ,.. surro11nilin 1J n::i r r·1ti\P: 

' hr::1'11m ha <:: JUS I hrC'r toll tr1nt h ,. is t i) h :i vP ::i son , tlis 

\ i c; i 1 n r s , t h c n n ~ e 1 s , a f t e r tt \' i r ~ q i \' r r h i ,,, t h ,. s r o n rl 

I i r: i n w s , 1 r o s,.. , " ~ no ~ r ~ 1 o \\" ::i r ii :::i n'°' n " J 1 I I<·. :i r I "' ! . 

1 h r :i h ;i 1:1 :i r r om ,• 1 " i <' rl t h e.., r o r :i s 11 o r t I i s 1 11'. r " a r. ' 11 r r r VH 

n ~ r r J t i \ r s u •• rl " n l y h r r - l " n r f • • t I '' i <:: 11 n i 11 l t h r o r.ts of 

o u r t r x t 1 r r i . t ,. r J " r t P rl , " 1 "rl I ·, P ro r •' c;n i rl, :; 11 11 r h i i(' 

fr o"' I h r 1 h ~ m t h 1 t ••· h i <' h a111 loi rf; '? f' 1r , " ThP 

j m I' l i r ;') I i I) r I) f I ti. !' c; u rl ti ,, r i ,, I e l"1 u r t i n I' i s t ., i s : w r k ' n , .. I 

fir~• of :ill , th , ... . ,,. ]s rri ;i y 111• 1 sr < 3 ~ or J nro l ::it an) nr. c 

1 f I r r l r 1 i \' r r i 1 J I 11 P i r ":I c• S s 1 J C • lavir '] 10) hr:Jhll'!'l or 

t r I i " h i r t h , t ., • ) j rri , "• ! i :i I r I y :i r '> s E- , r •· f u s C' ~ t o 

c; a~ 1 r O t '1 1 1 

fu!fill 11 5<'r'lr.d riurpo s r nf thri r ":l T '11) \0 isi1. 
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follo wed them in orde r tn rl i scove r t he ir des ti n a ti on anrl 

the ir p ur pose. Th e n d i d G o ci e x r. l a i m , 11 .~ h y s h a 1 l I h i ci e 

from \b r ::iham, etc ,", i11ci He told \ ~ raham of th e p rojec t ed 

dest ruct ion o r 5orlom a nd Gomor r ah . The r e was no furthe r 

ne f'd for \brah a m t o accompany th • anJe ls . " T he me r 1 urned 

from t hence an d wen t t ow a r .i Sorlom , b u t \hraham stoo ii y e t 

brfo re th e Lo rri ," He kne w the i n t r" ti ons of Gori 3 rd 

i n i t i a t e d a t t em p t s t o ·1 1 t e r t h i: m • 

nu1 lit i es in \hr1h:im 11P.ri t eti his k row~e ri lJ e of Gorf ' s pl an 

b P f o r e i t s <" x e c u t i n r '? G o rt in I? n t i o 11 s b u t o r e o f h i s v i r 1 u <' s , 

" fo r h 1 v P. k n o wn h i m t o <' om •n n ti h i s <' h i 1 r1 r " n • • • t o k P"' r t h e 

way s of t he Lo rd ." \ hr ah:lm , be c 1 use he t::i uJh t h i s l'h il d r e>n 

• I 
I (\I , I 

can we , b) te;rh in ~ our y oun~ ~P o ; l e th n lo vr ~rA fr1 r of 

liori , •J·'lin t hP :! r a re o f th <' \ I Mi )h t,v .
13 

Uevelopmert of ThouJht ar l l l! ustrati on s 

\ rt p r t h I. t h 0 r 0 u J h e 'I( JI 0 s i t i ,, n n r h j s t ex t I I' ! c s s n (> r • s 

1 t t e n t i Q n s h i f t s r r or:: t h r v r r s " i t s e 1 r t o t h r t. !1 c ,, e d " r i v e d 

frn'TI it. T h i s t h o u J h t i s P x a ..., i " ,. rl 1 s r a r P f u 1 } y a s , ... a s 1 h P 

trx l. I t i s I i s ,. u s s e l · i I l1 , I l i t s t 11 P o r P t i r a I 

, . :i - i f i (' -, t i 0 ,, s 3 , i r a c t i r ., l :t !' i l i c a t i o 11 s , , 11 i r h :l ,. ,, 

r• 1' ,, ~ • 1 , r· l i n I o J i r • 1 n ,. rl I' r • 
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Some ti me s the structure or t he thou gh t rievr> lo pmen t i s 

ent ire l y ri e;e nd en t u p o n th e t ex t , ea rh d i v is i on t hPreo f 

lte i r:; linked to orF of th e wo r rls or p h r ases of t he cer 1 ra! 

1.1 i 11 l i c a l or r , h b in i c p ... s s age . \ s a n e x :imrlf> , in :i s0 r mon 

on 
14 1· · 1 l ' r epen t 1 nc e , • i l e s fa mo us " If I ;:i111 no t for 

"'YSP!i, l\'ho 1d ll be for me? anri if I am on l y f or ,,yse lf , 

1•: h o a m I ? :i n ri i f n o 1 n ow , •\" h -: .., 't " s P t s t h ,.. f o 1 l o 1d n ~ t h n u :: h t 

I i v i s i o n : 1 ('fl 1 ( j le.. f C ,P /._ - i n t h e 111 :i t t P r o f r P !' " fl t :J r c P • n o 
, 

,., n P c ~ r1 •J :t i n f o t: ~ i v e n e s s f n r h i n s P J r t h r n 11 n h r C' l i ~ fl r e 11 1 o " 

n t hP rs; p;:ic h !' P t:S or mus t p le ::>ri i 11 ;Jis cnn h t> hal f, 'lni 

rrrti f y h is 01\n mi s t 1kC' S, !JI.. -./I 11J1( !.f .... .e-' 1 - yf' t , 1••e ~ r e 

re s 1 •or s i h l P , o., t f o,. ·1 1 11 t h " r , "if ' h ., u 1 ·I hr l . ' ,. a r 11 o t h c r 

I; e" .- f r o ·~ s i 11 • 'JJVL -f. JY 1~ ( /.; C J - il'l1l if \'.' r· 1r<> 1 n t JO i nJ 

t o r " 1 e n t n o 1· , I t h P s P r 'ti o n 1v 1 s ~ r l i v P r P. ' i u r i J t n r> .,, o " t h 

0 f I· 111 } ) , h' h P f1 S h 1 l 1 W P t P f e I" t ·~ The t i ·i~ i s s ho rt :m l th P 

day nf JUtfJ ner t nea r . 

l n r ,. o f t en t h n 11 ,, o t , 1 hr t P '< t s ,. r v ,.. s ., r r <> 1 y a s s pr i rt g ho• r tf 

I 0 I I L I 1 ( "l c ' :i ;1 f I Ir s u r J " r t "'I 'I l t p r ll n 1 " r I i s (' ll s s i 0 r 'l 1 0 r (' 

<i r> 1 ,. r -n i r r s I 11 ,.. f o r m o f ..i r \' r· l o f ., ,. r t • T It " r ~ 'I a y h r: 1 s f c 1~ n s 

thrPr o r 'lS ,,ny •s srvpn rir ri !''It I 
. . . 1r; 
l t' JSl 'ln <; ; 

t >i ,, r • a r r.· 1 w o 'II " J 1 r I i \0 i s j o r c; , " 1 r '1 s <' r t i ,, n I. r i • ! t r r 1 t P rl 

, s , s ( l r - I" " 11 I , i ,, (> ! s r r "I ,, I' u ,, i t ' r n 1'1 • I " I " lh •ro, n c;i1 i rir , 

suh~i i s i '111 s ' r er p it11 l·1t i on •nl 

T h • I " ' \ o f I '' r s 1 r '11 n n i s i ,.. I r n I u c r ' h y i 1 ~ o 1 n s i l i o r , 

usua l 1 y a s 1 n rt :• t r 'I_, r a~' h s 1 1 t i n t h,. th,,. si · '\r 1 lis ti n'] its 
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ro irt hy poin t unfol dmP.n t , TIH' r Pnt ral s erf i nt' of :i sermo11 

on prayer3 7 opens wi th th~ foll o~ i nJ r em i rks: 

" d 1 ::i t t h E' n , a s i n e f r om t h " u s u :\ 1. h n p e f o r 
f avo r ah le 1ccer t 1nce , a r e tli r vario us e nris 
of 11 r 1 yer for t he> s::i i- e or ·· hi ch we sh i l l 
s p3 r e no effo rt 1 0 o ff pr f e rv pn l <levot i nn? 
Devo ted pr aye r , my listP.ners 

l) p uri f i e s t hr he 1 rt 
2) ,ro t cc ts us , at Le~s t for a fP~ 

h '> urs , from l~C' on sla ught n f si11 , 
'3> :;ives strength to our 'l'> orl 

r esolu t i nn s , 
1) g rants us a h i Jhe r Jny , 
5 ) ~'a k es us wor t h y ,, s t 1 n rl n C' 3 r ,; ll d , 
(,) rP ·novr> s ohst ac l e s 1111 -lctu <' \1 i l , 

a ii rl 
7) Pffec t uate s the h nly uni on nf Gnn 

a n ·-I t li e \' n r I ti • " 

•hc rC'u 1~ or. , earh of th csP !•O ints i s c~rr>fuJly scru ti ni7f"d , 

, ,, .J e ' 1 1 11 r1 C' ~ h y • l 1 " l 1 n r c r '' r i I l 11 s l r a t i o n s , 

I n l no ~i" 

'"! Uite rle a rly liolrls tli . t h " ti i !i I i \ 1 I I ( 

t '11 ., t 1 r f 11 l r r u "' f 0 r t h P p r r ;:i r '; ,. r ' s 0 ··· " 

Jrrly •)f 
\-.,, .. '\.IL(.;\ 

~ '• u I 
3n 

Ir ~ s. 

fr o~ 11is " '" • 

~ t,, ho l s 1 Pr n i s n' n i ,1r1 s i I '1 u i I 1 i (' 1 1 a u t 11 o r it y 

" h i J C c l u c i I a I i ., J 1 n ' hr u u I i f ) i '' .1 I 11 ,.. "' • \ ll ,. uot:itions Jre 

t r a 11-; l .. l 1.: ! t u r: .., r 'll , , 11 ; t 1 r i r r L' l J ' i 'l 11 t 'J t 11 L s u h J .! t a...t 

J...;,_.,J i c; ~ I ._ r ! ) " ' 1, ! J i ., c ·I , , ·1 l "., 1 - t r L f r ·· ... 11 c ·~ c; t L • 11 l 

<; l!J.CC1.~ !I _, i\" l' ll • 

• l t. s c; r c: r f c e 1 s fr e L t u f i s r L .J .1 r J 1 t 1 ! .i t i '.l n ~ ! i 1 1 e r 1• r c- t 1 t i .111 s 

J ~ i.; i ~. 1 i c a l • _ c; c; ;i J t' s «· i " 11 c \' <' r t h , • t r a ' i t i o n I o <' s 1 o t a J r 1..' c 
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o r. 1 hou.Jh t . I n ' i s t r a ; s l , t i n " s h e f r e t , u ':! 11 t l y r c r. •J e r s t 11 c 

verse as r c- i nter) r cte i r ather Lh1n ii\ i ts cxar t Gc r ~1n 

11 1 39 
1

1 .Jt"l P _ 0 lcssnc r J efc ~ ~s t 1is ~rar t i cc hy 3r fir rn i1J 

11 i <; b " l i I? f i n ' !' ,. r.• ~ r r: s s i \' c r ' \. e ! : i ,, n ' , a I o r t r i " r ··. 1 i r 11 , 

11nfort•1•·~ Ply , 1L iii not :i,, 1dy hPyn••rl t'H. ri.,:'t t rl'r fr r:•.! 

j •1 r .- • :: " t ~ l i n n ') r 1 '1 P L i h 1 i (' 'l 1 1 t; ': t , t fp ·, r i I C'S : I Q 

" 1 n c· i "n t s 1) u r r '! s " f t r u (' C',.. ! i ·' 1 t ,. " 1 c r t ~ r C' 

n o t y e t s " .. l "d ; l h e y s t i 1 1 r 1 "'" r o r t ii n <: l 
• 

11 ,, '11 i. l 1 h c ~ s c 1 ,. ~ s ... o r t h y l'l r 1 hi: m • Th r 
sun nf 1 l1ri .1hte r fl3 Sl still S"inPs for 
t1JSc h ,·J!' ,,., ~ or• ;,,.i ir tl\r s,i rit n " 
t l\•t brtter, st . Ge>I 1n ·! l is ·or~i.,,c: 

ar.e t :1) i• ' or·l ; n•l) ·.:" ··'il 1r~ 

suhJ C<' l t? rl\:l:l'J" hui l 'i ;i wa!! nf 
St..; l rt1i 1 . " 

;:t i .ui t } . t: 1 o 1 t h P r •1 n t r :i r ~ , ti c r r c: r ,. •> f f 0 tJ :' 0 1 I r i I j 

1 I ,. 11 ; 'l ·1 ' i " I r •1 P !:I JC' n L' i '1 C , S u t '1 "I I r i J ht 

f r . ! ~ I " i 11 t C' r • r " t t '1 t i j '' : i i ~ e .. l • 

ro"lsi Jcr;i· i 011 , 1 1 c J "l r c r o" ~ • , " t 1 y '1 .1 r s ii , l l e i r '" r 

; ! 1 11 s l r , i ·1-: : 11 r , · n c; cs • 

a ~ i ;; f O r I t1 " I h O r l'I 11 j h i i !' ! r S I' h O 1 1 .. " • i i ,. h ,. O '' t "1 : I\ t V '' 11 i ll 

rc;,ostcrn11.c: r r-i1 ~ks l ef';' .,,i 

11 I r 11 • h <; . , • iu1i•·, 1"i'• ., ! s h ~ l i ,., f l• n i ' II 1> I ' 1 
• )' ' • c 

I IJ I ' t 1 1 r"'"'"ilcr is ttJ h,., 1 t ~ar 'tr , o r C' r ·1 •, I' i n i c ,> l s s 1 _I e s 

1 h , 11 ;i r" " 1 I u ;i I l y 1 '! r "' c; s 1 r) r n r -; •t • ' po r t or 

c,IJ •!l i sh..,~n t . 1 1 ti me s , 1 ' r ., 1, h i r\ i c s"' l r r l i n 11 , r 1 l 11 c r 



t h :in :i ilin J t ••t' sermo n , is ai·Jed hy i t. 

I Jessner rl i J te sses fro~ t~e natu r ~l co urse nf t ~c c;e r non ' s 

1\' h i <' h , i J h t he c l :i r i f i e d h y r e l '.l 1 ; n J i t 1 o • ;1 r r o i n t J u c; t 

1"' 
.Jh·1:1ceti . -

l n t 
1
1 i s r o n " e c t i o n , i t 11 j 1 h t he · e l l 1 o '11 P n l i n ,, l ! c s s ,, c r ' s 

I I <; (' n f I h (> L 0 It a r r n r a n n r r q .c; i " I' :i l t c ': I , 1 l f n ,. 

ill~strolior, 4 3 a f' t'1C tir, e '"'1i rh 1r o us ed c;n1 c rr itiris rn :i:irl 

l'IO l ittl e misu n l ,, rstanrli n g . tli 3 1ranrlson :i .,rl r>ulo · i sL , Jr . 

i i r s r h f ,. 11 , f r> P 1 s I h a t I' ! e .c; , l'l e r 1 \ a c; 1 J v c r c; f' t J I 11 r 

,, Jc;•iris,, o r thr> l\3h h ,l:ll1 :.i • ust>J th 1.. l"har " .,,.r,.ly :i c; 1 

r er? c;it c r y of .. ~ 
c: t t • I~ • LC 1 

.. c: i c; " u • o 5 ,. • 1 1 ' 1 1 r ... .., 1 I ,. s u r !1 a .. 
SI l " "ll' n f . ,. 1 r r: f 11 l ,. x :J • i n 1 I i " • ., r t '1 " r c \. r • n r e r " 1· 1 '. c; 

I 11 'I t I ! - c; s n - r I s c. .1 .. i n \\ IS J '1 c; t II c; I : 

"l <; l I 1" •'..l C .; :1 h 1 r , I 1 5 n •• t ... ;i 11 ,. c 1-" •J n i 1 r 11 h,.. n f 'J t. r ·i 1 c; 

·1 r i.: 11 o .c; i t ., r y r o 1· ·r c h r" 1 • ! :i' j ..i 1 J, s t 11 r1 ) " l.1 1 r1:hcr .1c; J 

• , r I.. 1· o r I h y r> f J " n •' r :i l u s ,, •1 I ~ I t 11 \' L r) l r a s t :i c: a ,. l ! i i 

• t c; • .. t s r r " . u " n • u <; (' 0 r !l c 11 - LI ... I•' i c; '1 c; ' I t r (' s I 1 c; 0 I r .~ \\' , u r h 

~ r i 1 ! · i s 11 ; h i :> t = I i l i 1 n :t 1 " u I 1 .1 !'" r , r i f" c; I i l " "l l 3 ,, r r C' r i "l t c 

, J ~ w i ' h 1 "\1 , lorf" . 1 n 1 i c; I e r 1 ... s e , I ! c s c; n e r r c , i r rl s '1 i s 



cr iti c s of th <> t'a lh inic rlir.tu n : " e very thing G-,d c r e1t e <i , 

l\l 3 s c re a t e d i n If i s ho nor , '' e v <> r y t 11 i n ~ , t he r e f 1J r e , C'.l n 1 n :! 

s ~ou l<i h e ut i liz crl t o Goi ' s h o n '"l r:
16 

" .;,rh i ller 11d 1; oe 1he to o , 1 11)S" hi ~!? ! :, 
t 1 le11te ll 011.;s , nd es,•e ri <\ ll J 1he la tt e r , 
u n1\l i 1 ti n1 l y wo r!-: Prl ( n r 1 l1e J l 'HY o f n •ir 
<;od ; ~r rf 01e r 1r: we l l <.' i lP t •1e ir rjner 
p3SSaJeS i n s :.a p 11 o rt .) ,.. Gi bl i ra l t ear1 i nJ ; 
f or 1 t ti mes !ii< ~ t .,. is , ')"' 11i l l <' r ' s verses 
'll i J hl o? t n t he w~y 1 0 l )P ~ear l f or 
li i hlic a l t e'< ts . " 
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} ~ r c; I" 0 I t h p fl i I) l !' i t s e l r I r a \I' s ll :' fl 0 r l r r 0 1 lie s1 •ol en l\'o r1 

0 r " 0 f' - J e •-J s ·~ J e t h r o 1\1 3 s .... rr i i o ! - 1~ ' r s h i :' ~ e r , :i " t , 

nc•' •'r t he l e ss, t 'lc lo l y .. ri t rlo r s not 1c s it ,. · e t o r c r o rd tiis 

1 c c; t i , o ., y ; 1 7 1 h • c; 1 ., <' r .... . h c s ·~ i ~ ,.. .. " 1 a "1 1 ., ;i ., d ;: i l e 1 :i 'l ., d 

n:iny ot •1 e r s , 

" J u <i l i c; '11 , i r t h i s re s p e c t , i s ! c s s ! i .,d 1 ~ d 
t h 1 n 1> t '1 • r ,. r l i i o ·1 s f • r I i "'' ~ . I l en j n i n s 
u s t " J t \) r 11 r r I) ; a l ) ,.,-, •. ll ' ' c 1 1 k p t h P. 

~ er 1. e ! 1 ' ' I " : 1 t f1 • :i e e 1 i " 1 r ,. '\. fro , l h c 
b (' t t e r l h IJ u .. I l n r ,.. v i l I 0 c rs • .• I . 

I ! t. s s 1. <. - I c,.. c; 

I i t c r .:t I u r I. a ,. I i l s i •1 t. r: r r •' t 'J I i 0" r () r ., ., ;.j ... l' l i f i ~ I I i "' " r 

h i S I 11 11 I ] II l • J 'J 11 c o f •ii c:: ; • c. s t i 1 I 11 q r ;:i t i v C' "l 1 l r r i 1 1 i s 

h i s c ~ n '' J 1.. !' s 11 n :'1 l n: •., r r v l I i n 1 .i t d r l r or d s h i s ~ ':' c> n 

~ r ll l i n 1 n l to.' j I h I h <' t <' r \in j " UC'$ ,.. ;:i ;· ! Cl y C :i I, j' "1 en t 0 h i '1 I"' l 1" i r 

fo ihl ~ s f r n"l n thcrs no lcs! 1 ~J n from t hrnselvPs . Th e 

s <.' i e n t i f i r I ,, r n i ' ' " 1 o •J y 1:1 "I y T' o t h · •• ,.. h e C' n ~ no\\' •1 1 o h i nt , 



~till , ~e r e r orrls ~ i th p:cc i sio n such p sy~holo ~ ical 

, r o~esses JS ra ti on1l iz 3 tio r , 1' tnJeC ti on , :in ~ mass 

s :J j ~ e s t i o n • 
11 9 

To 'J i v e J u s t o :1 e c> " :i .n p l e , s pc ::i k j r J n f 

s l 1 1 I e r , I 1 e s s n e r '' r i t e s : ; O 

"Th~ •· or l d t h i n k s i t r :i r. ''ash i ts ,. 1 f 
clean hy v illif3i n'.) t hr> J Oorl ; pPf'l p lc 
cannot s t ~nd to hP s ur p3 ssr~ hy oth ,. rs . 
Th e } wan t t o see o t h ~ rs a t par 1d t h 
th e'll , •• no 1vo1rlc r , th en , t h, t 011 r 
Jrnera t ion chooses it s si- iri tull 
leaders i n su r h a mnnne r th1t t h 1? s e 
for'TI no r o:i t rast i. it h th em , r!lo oses 
t h ~m to be e nahlerl t o romm it its 
tranS '.) rcssio n s less serretly, y e s , 1 h'l t 
it r.a n even hope to see th esr 
t r a n s '.J r es s i on s r r "11:" e d '' i t h t 11 r 
TJtifi ca ti OI"' O r )«:j1} S llll."tin'l , 01 

T h,, beau t) an 1 1 l o r y of n 1 t u r ..:• f 11 r , s 1 11 r r "n tr J I r or P of 

c..SS•' Pr ' s 110'1-li t • r1ry il!u~ tr 1 1 I \'" ~1 tt Pr . 

1 I 1 fl 11 n r! i 11 m l' t a 1 • h o r , s i '11 i 1 e , ::i n I 1 p t 1 11 • 1 o · ~ . ·i < r ! " e i r r o ,, 

ti i s r e ;i r t i o ., ~ l " .., ' ~ u r " , n • l i 1 s r l :i :1 J 1' ~ • 

t t •: i !rnr<; 11 o "I JT~ or !1 r h.nc..S S j .; ) j~ Pn~d t(' t h(. " s t,l"S 

n( 1L1\'r>n , 1 ir I jl i S lC' !l thr n I Jh I If fc ! j 1.1 C' Of ~IJ " 

' I t . t f OI ~ 1 :> 11 . " ;i 'i s run • 

s u n " ..., h i r h r· h 1 c; ,. :'I 1• 1 ) I h • " - i c; t S " n f <:: u . c r ~ t i t i n n :i '1 I 

42 

II !.. • I i c f . -; : I ., <; s J v ( r i ~ I r l I I h t i " I 0 I' (I,, t a r i s " ., .. i t ., " I h c 

\rr.,al s un" , ct"""" .. ,. , , J :) " 11) ,r ,, oy 

:i :- I !1 r a .J t J " 1 i t ,.. r t 1, c " i :;. r:; 1 .. r . i 13 'it n c; cr .. 1tu e . ' r ,sc r ' o; 

(' ( t 1' I 1 t 1 ~ s " .1 I i s , -:: j " a 1 _ i " J u • 'i t o " r i r. c; l ., d 

t .. 11., de r s t o r 111s " wh i 1.·h rl ear "t h l stc~ m i n.1 ~ir or su! lr ) 

J " S I 
I a) S , T ia 1· :.> n f US i 0 I"' rt' 5 11 ! l i n I fr O"l SU ;'<'r fi r i a l 
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tho ·t ·Jh t a ni planninJ i s like ned t o th e " 141ecrls o f t he fi e l d .•• 

~o;1ic h ..i row h ci phazardly " :\nri .,lso r evea l sup e rfici ;i l )i 
r1te . 

' s a f i ••a l e 'C "mp 1 e r c f 1 e c 1 i n.., I 1 e s s n e r ' s p,, e t i c r e s p o" s e t o 

r : ' •• r e , h c r e i s h i s tf ~ s r r i r t i n n o f t h e " h e a v e n s " 1 n 1· '1 i c h 

, :i n ' s 1 • h y s i r a 1 n 11 d s 11 i r i t u a 1 e y c s o u J h t a 1 1·. :\ y s I o 1 u r " , :) (. 

"I n ~ 1 1 its 1111 vn i. fic e11 r e , t n is crystal 
'! xp :i 'lse a rc hes ov e r our hc.,rJs ; an oreau 
of liJh t 1nd s~1 hy ~ay , 1~~ even i 'l • nc 
d1 r k silence of t he n i Jh t n ca ~ p e t 
s; •.Jn nerl fr0 m pole t o :.>o l e , "'!lbro i iier'?d 
1·; i t h ~ l i 1w1 c r i n .! s t 1 r s 1· • i c h s 'T? i l e i n 
J"n 1 Je ~ c~ ce , and fro~ wk i bh 
P.!"! t hus ias 'll - d ivi ne , ex"l.!. t Prl 
'! flt h ,1 S i a S "1 - I\' 1 f I S I O ' " 'l ?:' rl U S , , , '' 

1 i ~ s :> n P r , .t <' 11 " :: :i l l y , ,.. • ., c l u d e s t1 i s ; c r ·n o n s • i t t1 :t f e w 

t 1 is s11 n1 1ry st ' l !: en t is i r 1 11e fo r m of":! lichrew or Gf'r m:'\ "' 

r a j e r ; ... ' a t n t n ., r t i "l c s , i t r •' s i s t s n f a f e 1~ ~ h o r t a t i v ,.. 

s e n t e i. c e s r: 11 i i " J 1 i t •, • \' ,, r c; t •· r ~ ) ~ r i 1 t •1 r P , IS Ol"C 

4' 'Ca .:1, l ( f\ f t h - 1 j I t P r , 0 11 t: r I' II J oi n t t ~ 1 St:'t 1 on 

a I r ·1 .. r i 11 J I '1 ' 1 _ n 1 , s i 1 i o " t '1 , t •· c: o " .; h t t :> :i ,. '::> i d 

l r '! 11 s J r c s s i o 11 , i f o r l y f n r t 11 t s , ~ r n f i 11 ,., o r e ?1 t 11. :i 11 r! 

\ ;i n ~ n '• h <• 11 i .. '1 t n I 1 r r iii s (.' hr J n ishrfl with us n r i i ~'1 t h e 

rl r a -~ 11 i ; t o s i 11 h e c: 1 u s f' o r u s s o l h .1 t 1 11 1 i r ,, 1 l u c ., s !J 

11 r Q t cc t i v P fo r c P i n t 11 ... • ~ r l r1 1-. 0 :1 ! I h e i n, :i i r n d • 1 t 

r u 11 ! u I s .,. i t I! I 11 
- r 

r Q l l I)\\ j 0 j r l 1 } C k S : I V 

ll )' t ncr thi s a,ldrcss · 1-1v1' t a l! .1h t u s IC h,, 
'1 l • d t l! 1 n f I r -1 '."! s J r c s s i o n : i f f " r n o , 1 l ii r r 
r L ., son t h l n t o ::1 \ ' 0 i rl h ::i 1· '1 1 n i 11 ,.. 1 ·,.. ,, n t 11 en 
W I 0 S ~ l 0 S S i S , 1 ' C S !1 f' ,. t 11 I I '1 C d C S t !' II C t i C '1 

o f ; ·w T ,..-,, il c - t h a n t '1 n I er 1 i 11 P o " nu r 



!)!O ry C 'llJe rf I O 'llirr! hy t h is mo n t h o f 
s o r row ( ~ It.. ) • h :,• , .. e • r r ! 1 r c f o r t 11 ,. 

r <: - "'l':ti r"IC'~ t o f t')•r ,...,ti o 11':'\ l JrC':'l t •c c; s 
1 j ,. c " r. r i 11 J t h r r " • h n 1 t 1 1 ] t i n 1 s ~ r c· 
s 1 h r t u 1 rie s of Go~ . i n ~hn"l 1e rl"~!ls anrf 
I I l fl II .J ' 1 \• h", II(" i ,,s a 1 s 0 r( ., r ,, r t v I I s . \ s 
j t I S '.\ r i I t ~ 11 : '.!J""~ .) 1-"J 'be- r l 'e.' '~ "> f " I )l f /,_ 1 

'!; u :· , I \ I i s s ·1 1 1 ·i t i ,, r i c; n r :l r t c t 1 <'.., l h <i t 
f '? a r i I i 'TJ ; t h ::i t J ! n r y "l , y rl 11 '.! l ! i ., n l• r 
l ) r. cl • •• r Cl r t 'l l 1 11 i r 11 i s l j J.; ( ., ! .. , \ c: 

... • J 

t nur he s : I b r1~ t....;~ - ~tcy .,,11... ..,, /'I • 

' ' ' r r r } 1 t 1 .. ll t I ., r 1 1.. t ,.. • h ~ r : 
ri..,rl \ '"Oll S "f> S<; "'11 
o t l11 r , " \"'!tr . " 

.' r 1 r r h ,.. v,. k i c: c; P tf ,.. ., r h 

14 

1 h.., f " ~ l I) •• i .. J 'J •i d TI c; c; 
1 arc nf I 1,.. c; s 11 r r ' c; .,, ) r' rll~r:-rt < r i c; 1 i r 

s c•r•n1nS 1 is l :i ,_,..,, rr ,.._ . '1 i s roll er tinn o' :1 n 1 ~ t 3) "':,. c; s l ... I.' c; ' 

1 1 L. f, c; 1 r e rf en , 1 •1 I \'.'')S t hy lrc;s11c r ' s 01\,.. 
' " " t 

- n 
i 'TI O n y , hi c; 

f1•11ri1r . l· 1 I r s s ., r r (.' l ~. 1· ' 1 <' 1 u ' Ii.~ r ' c; t a .. c; 1 • t i r n , 1 1 

0 

r , i s 

' r. l i ··I" r t' ' n 1· 

\ r i <: h n 

.. ' ... r , ., s r• " : , 'l ! i <: : r n • r c: , i r• 1 1 :: :i 1 ~ 1 .. ' r " u 1 1 :\ r. t 1 ... • c s n f 

.., I n r i.. 1 1 1· " 1 1 1 ! ~ u c; i , s .,. I i ' , 1• l" r ., t 1 , ,. c: 1 

r I s' i fl ... y I 1 r (" <; fl ! \' I i I <'1 . r • 11 r •1 Jl"l ·1 1 ~('),.\( r 1 ~ 

r r ,, . i t c; I' 1 ' r . . {• r I • I U 1' i • c: or I(' (I Ti I .I , r c; t 
.J 

"> r. . l 
1 • ~ • 0 '. ur" O..,r I t c; ' . .. , , . r :l t"I' ;! ., ' i r • c ,. Ir 

: '1 .. (' Tl ' (' 1 (' lll H. rrd .J I" I ;;i I _, ! "r ~ ; 1 ., 
J 

c; • "i '1 t ) 

J 



·1 !j 

cm11ir C' s tunihlP. t o th,.ir fel! t; th f>y 1 t r h ,.. r 1 I h C' ., o r r o 1~ o r 1 h c 

., i r :1 r 1 <' s ., :-i r I ~ r1 1 h I' i -:· p <\ t h I\" ) 1 11 r o •J ~ h I h f i c s P r 1 t'1 " ;, I i t d 

l'l SI" 1 .5o ! n:1or ir Trm,lr-riciir1t i or ir 111 it~ s~ prri:i111r;-.} 

S I '1 (' $ r· :i I 1 11 ,.. 

r 1 l 1 ,.. I t o o 11 r i1 i 1 I l i $ f r '> I i \" r 

1 i.J y n r r r c; t - " r ,. ,, r e \" r r r ~· m ,.. a J1 ! r • · ' n '> u r !1 r ~ - t 1· r o u c; 

t n r ll n t s o f l t) \ 1• "' r r a J a i n :-' n •: n .I ,, rl h r '' J h I 11 r· i r h ,. :i r t c; ; n " 

c; u r h r r s t a c ~ •) f 1
1" ., '' < n - s 111 r i r ~ c; :' i r i r ,. ,, r :i .! .1 i ., 

I h,. i 1· 11r1· J st s · n" 1) I ' r 1· , r ., 'I" 1 1• \"" r ;i '.J 1 i r r C.i i r P t i " 

r "I t f: I \) f 3 r I" c; i t 1 I n f I I t J j H j I l' {S 0 t ;\ , ~n > • 

c:1 _11 is t, r e 1•. ii r ri., l n S r J l o r i o 11 s 11 r v r r r r r 11 l" 1· i 11 

hf'l'f "'" rr.., irr 1 ··i th h i l"l , '' Th" , h is 

1 c; r 1• 1· or r u r r r i .. . l ,., " • n r i , . l c: , 

1• l i c; c; n f ~ '; i ! r' l i I r i '' · n r r· .., r ,. , '1 r :i ,. 1• r 1 y r :'I , 1 u r f · r r v 1 • • I• 

{ ,, r j , , 

i ('., !'11 .., • I r E·' , r 

I 11 i r r i 11 1 i f l • 1 •1 i s , Ts r · l l ' s 1 r a\' 1 r 1 ~ r r r · o r · ': i r h hr 1 u .. h t 

~· o u r I 1 ~ n r r "' c; I , ·, I :i } i t t 1irli, :'le; i n rf •c; "I r 

f ~ !'l r ! y r r c; I i 1·" , ~ r ! n I r I'\-; r r r (' c: • 

.. ( j 'I II i I It 'lt I l y 111 ., 1 I I' <; I , •• I in !'.(• i ri t , h"ho!rl t h• 

r. t il ; ,.,. t ~ • r o··, i I h ., n I o 

I .. r c 1 ' " 

J 



~nge ls , shone fort h ove r foa n ir g f l oo d sA Cn~e ~ it h me ind 

h e a r k'. f' 11 t o I h c r Cl :l r i r ~ s o n c:J 11 h i r h rl r ow 11 e rt o u t t In r 11 n I ol i r 3 

of flre i "~ wat e rs! Let us he a rk en t o t ~,..so n ~ h i I' h 

'H i r:i t e s s i i r i t , 1· h i " h i s :l n i "1 a 1 e 1 1d t h 1 o t· d s o f ;i r 9 p h e c y , 

'' i t h t !1 " I' o I\ c r o f t h C' L o r rl , r o , c a 1 <i ! P 1 u s t c 1 r r i "' ! n r t a n I 

t 11 i 11 J s f n 1· l i f e I d ut "·ha t is it h"h 1t i s t ,,.. les s on t 11is 

'' l t t ear 11 P s u c; " n 111 e t '1 i n .! _; r r ::i t , s n ·• r t '1 i 1 '.. i 11 n r I 1 " I !\ u l • 

unfnr t un· t ely , r a rr-ly r cco.;• ize tl ; it tc arh~ s us: 

t h • I I he l if e o f tli ,, 1 srael i t P 

must hr 

" 1 !1 r r r s n l u t i n t' u f t 1 i <: r IJ r i n u c; • c ni r. ' 

tis).. of torl · y ' s riJ:tlt m, 111 i nr. l s • ~ 1 ' . ' r 11 ,. 1 nu s 

h 11 \ • s r u r i 1 11 s 1 s i ' ., , ) s n 11 11 rt , t h , . i· r i s h i .~ tf P r i " i t 

: r ' f 0 U I' 0 t r II I h 1 :) l C U l fl II 1 j (' h \•, l II' j j l t' C i i J j' r r l 0 .! r j Z f! t h C 

"1om1.: 11 l I h c r i d d l c n f l Iii s i' i r I u r" ::- 111 " 1 n t r "" e i s r" s n l v e d • 

~ snrJ , n lis t 1rr rs 1 is l"' 1'ook o f Co.f - 1 sonJ i " thr 

r h!P r 51 I' S <? nf I hr 

i n ·:11 11 ) 11 ? y c: ;i r r •> 11 ,. T • l ,1 u • 1 ·i n •' .I i 1 r :> s ti i rr. ; 1 s n " :; , o u r 

Serre t lo r e , o••r j•ra)trlnn~ ; :is'''~ · our 

of 11 .1 r ~; 1)d ; .3 .;; .. n v , r r "a t i C' r. , .1 l 1 " J t u r e ... h,.. ri u n d r rs t on rl i n 

t 11 \ 1 s 1 I l i 1 j C' s . i r i t ; ) r s I ;i •J r (• ~ I s () n .J ' e s r· (' (" i :I l l y 1 t i r 

souls of 1 J I '1 f ] j I' j I ,,. i l l !"' r ·• i s <> t h,.. r ~ 1,. n f n ,. r ~ oci a" d 

I ·1 C ~ p i t' i I 0 f ti J 1 f ! C S 11 I I .: 1 o Ti f) a r. ' ,,. ·1 ! I II i m • \ l 1 

J 



the s e • • • •ao ;f• s1a 1; ons Whi•h • irror • • •• s •l • e s ; , t •e ! ife 

o f t ie lsr a•l ;t e; •II .,. hi•t s th• t hi s life , rieeri , ••d 
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t h e u i \• i ne r a r el y se i:; ks o u t i ndivid11als ; t he r e , on l i o n, ~is 

cas tl e IJ::? ' O ' ) i s li is cor st·~ 11 t a hode . •h i: r eu p o n it is 

written : "T h e Lo r n lo\· P. th t he g a t es o f l i on morf> t han t he 

<I we ! l i n 'J p l :1 c e s o f J a c o b , " f o r c on C' e r n i 11 g y o u , o l i o n , 

" Jlo r i "11s t h i 11~ s a r l? spoken r or. s t a1.tJy " - ( ?~-1~ ) no t JUSt 

now a n•' t he r as a mon '] 1 h C' na1 i ons . Th u s th r p s olm is t a ·i ri s 

s , . ,... r i f i r a I 1 y : " I s i n .1 ( J · .:;~It.. ) a s \o.:) S CUSlO l'I Jry 1d th 

" r ri n r e r r i n i:; 1: • · y p t <l r. r' lh h y 1 o n i n f r o r 1 n f 

1 I l my f r i r n ti s I\' h '! " e \" € r a n ( i m p o r 1 a n 1 ) m a n i s h o r n • " " 8 u t o f 

•. ior it is s a i rl da ily" ..,,11 fc...
1 

) i t i s n o t ha i l r. d a s a 

r 1 r i 1 y - " t h ·1 1 •'1 ·1 n y a n ( i mp o r t 1 n I ) m ·1 n \\'a s 1 o r n t h P r P • " ~ ,, rl 

I ti 3 t i s :d i y " t ir I'' s l II i J h . I i ~ s " l f I i rJ " s t 1 I j s h " rl i s 

i , tf"r;' r P t hr>r r> t o f o r e s r>r"l i n. ly l " " ~ri i c :; l•!r <' '< . rrs s iors 1 " rl 

f i J UrF S n f s pPe r h . " T 11r i r. r I r o u r t r>r! w fi pr: llr· r r i s 1 e r r~ ," 

t •1 I i s t o 51 )' 1 Sr l' li ly rl i ! fr ;1 } } 0 1 t h r 11:i ti O l' S "'l C't of 

i ·11 :' or 1 a" c P , so f e · , i 11 f 1 c t , !. l 1 t I h <') r :i n r " ;:i I i 1 y hr 

l ~ 1Jt i 11 l i o 1 " a l l wr 1 ! - s ;• ri nJ S 1 r1 s• : r·c- t s i n .• f' rs ," 

t h;; t i s I o s .1 ) , t '' a I y o 11 , o L i o r , :i r P r i ! 1 r d · i \ ti 1, o -l 

i 1 t o ' i c a t P. I " i 1 I c r s , t :i a t i " y o u 1 \' r r y t h i 11 .• i s s n ' J .1 1 I 

r :; : s e n f G 11 ' • I ~1 'l l r> :i r I: , f r o i i r i n !1 h i t :i " t s i s 1 s on J o f 

,r a is e t o ,; " ~ · 

" U U f p S :l ] 'I j :. t 11 i ~ ,, 1 f I\'~ $ j II c; I S u C' h :J S 0 n .' rt r 1 i f C • Th ::t l 

) :\ \' j ; ' S S 0 II I IV , S "! r 0 11 S t ::t 11 t 1 }' 
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p li yin 'J i n s t rU ITlC' n t tic- for e Goci . In t h i s '!l •n nc r , he r e f e rs to 

n i msc lf i n a vt r s c> (l ' s . :1 7 , 9): " \wakf" my 'J l o ry , (sQul ) 

,s.l t f" r) and ha r p . " \nci 1h 1t ,Jsn is t hP r "~ l Pa n i •''.J o f 

t'IJt hr :i ut iful T1Jiu l ic r~ s S1JP CBr>r-.rhn t h 1 h) : " \ har r hun \.. 

0 .. t r J a V i ri 1 
S C n U C h 1 I' d , a l 11 i -I n i J '1 I , I h r ,1 n r t h \\" i n rl S I r U C I< U f' 

• J a i :> t i ' s o t !i 1 t h r 3 :i ., 1 n n 1 .1 y I y i t s (' l f , " Th r ·, :i r p 

n \' r r t ) 1 v i I ' s h <'ad i s 1 G n rf i n s i r e ri s n u l ( Z oh a r 1..... 1 ~ ;i • ::? ~ ) • 

I t n i ln i Jh l it " s t o uch ed hy i r s ri i v i ""IY " '" :Jl11 1i .., s p irit , 

<l l" :1 k 1 n , , ' 1 n d i n s 1 i r P I t o i t s '1 r. 1 y I " \' r1 t i n 11 i n 1 i r 'i , t i l l 

r 1 i st' . 

T!l u s , ri 1 ri i n i i ·' 1:i nncr s'i .,11 1 ·1 

:; s on J. 

Jocs l h "lt 

~ <· 1 11 I il a t o .. ,. hr 11 , . r r l y a .s..l.U.LL h •' f n r < Co 1 't Bu t S l '''... i'1., is 

(l n i y ;i r ,.. f 1 er t i n r 0 r i 11 n p r :. n '• ~ ! i f p . Tn h1• a c;or ~1 hrfore 

o,.r h <> ·1 rrll , ·• rv r 11 i r.rl 1Jist , 11 !'!:JO 

• 1 ,, .., t <' r. I j r ... r r } I j n S h i r ,.. i t 11 lJ o ! i S r f S I r i r l <' I I O r o 1 d 

• 1 1 no I i n J 3 n 1l r e s c a r r h ; i t n r , n s , r a 1 rs "r , t •1 ') t o • r hr a ., ·• n 

" h 0 11 1 s ., h " -. r 1 r 0 r \; 0 '! • . h ,, i .;; a f f (' r 1 f' · ' I n I r'I 0 , . .. ol 1 
• , . " i s 

r I l' S (. 1 <l ' 0 1 !' t•• h (\ S" Y \ 1 I c; i i I i r .; I y a ri ~ • i t 11 J o y , h (\ 

c; r • 1 l ~ J i , r s i r• a " o r t o f f , s 1 i v ,_ , n r rl i n r r I ., 1 i 1l r· t o ' h I! 

1 i \ i r r , i ,, 1· rl o s r f o u I ' 1 ,, r P i ~ r o 1 1 i l ll n u s r tt p t u r <' :t r• d h I i <; ~ , 

"J n • w h n l u r j ,, '.J i o u r s n r J i \' i r1 1 ~ " r v i r f' "I r I s l u •I y f I a "I " ~ 

'1 t y r i r r n f " n I 11 u s i :i s "'I , y f' 1 , i s ,. 11 0 j s , 

h ;;i r :n (I I' i n u s s " r t c; n 11 r 1
1 i • s nr i:i hrfn r(.' 1 •1 r <i r rf ; h is sou l is 

j 
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c :i 11 P r1 11 
.3 1 ;::, :> 

11 an n r o 11 c ,, r n i ,, •.1 h i M i t i s wr i t t er i ,, t h c 

I s :i l M ( 10) : " .5 o t h :> t my J 1 o r y (:, o u l ) 1, y s i •· '' ., >:", i s P u,, 1 n 

Tit PP a r rt n o t h,.. s i ! <' n t • 11 

" ii c 1-."1 o s <' 1 i f e i s s 11 <' h n s <i n _; , s t :i ,.. rl s h r r <i r r• G " -1 ; 'H ' ti o c s 

ro t '!111 £> a 
'" t'i" i \I i I' (' • 

Ii '! rf o r s " o t s t 11 I y t h r L ::i ,.. - ~ .::. o .1 r s '.'I r> s s , y ( '.'> i f r 1 ,.. · I 

i n n 1 I r> r t o hr r ;> l " " " 1~ ::i h I i " - o, Ir SI 11 l i f'S tr Law 

h r (' 1 II s (> h e i s (' I fl s " m p -j \'1 i ' h I h " r' a s s i 0 n I 0 h (' , s (' r \' 1 f1 t 0 f 

t 1 " t r r 1 a 1 , 1 n 1 1 t l i n ! n t r u t •1 , 1 •1 4 t n 1·· n ~ I i " J • 1 s t 1 n i 

. u r , , s " r u I 1·· 1 ~ s • 
·J 

s ,.. r :'l i n J ; o I , s i 1• ; i n .. t n G o i , 

l o \' i n J ~ o I , t P., r 11 i • 

r J <: r " .., r 1 r t 1 i s <i .- i n r " r i ,, r 1· n r 1 h • r ,,.h rl1y s • "" I , h ~ 

I i s s I .1 " ! . r ls ' i I p ~ r I! r s t <: er\" i (' (' o"I r ; () I I ..; ! p l I s I 0 '1 i 1 h,.. 

r ,., - I i ·• , t i n 0 ,. f t S I IJ y • $ (' ;') ]r>"'\• <; flO I j r. r 1 sr to "r 
hol ~ '"1"1r t 1 i r ~ · 1 1 ..; ·~ o 1 ' s r o r t r 1 s s , 

•"nu•d"lti nn ; nr ~ pr , 

) ! } n •• 11 • l i r r <; ' r S t 1 I l i <; : r 1 
, T, 

' I • <: I •orl<I 

j' 11 r r i 1 I i '" ,., ; t n r i s r 1 e ' ' r. r , r " I :"'r r11l 1 li !'ln t1 r 

1 ·1 r q " " " f 1 ; n I · .. h r r • ~r rr is J n y, •, r · r l 11 Pr r 

t' '1 115 i 'l S 'll, 1 t, r r r 111" ! l s T .., ,. i s i I 1 P • 1 ' 1 i <: , 1 I S o , i S I 11 r 

., r t , r 1 h r · i I r l -; 11 1 ,, 1 h Ir ,. I •· r 11rr s ,-j 

Jo -;rs, rte. To Ii <: , nr r r 11 Ir iris ..,r thr 

<:I i " 1 ( Cl { , : ) ' T 11 ~ t h r one i ~ r • , I i s h r <:i•rr• t he n ' ••• 

r · 1 :i r 11n11 J h Th,., u '1 r I o r < 1 r r r i • ) , T '' y t 11 D n,.,.. ha I n ,., 

r i r r r s s :i ,. •I T 11 o u ,,. 1 s 

c '1 j l 1 r ri s 1 n t 1is son_j . 
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" T h i s i s a ti i f r t c.o t. t p a s s 1 a e ti e m a n d i 11 a e " I' o s i t i o n • ,, o r s h i p 

11 f ~C\cf , i n a strirt s er. se , co • si s ts of p r !Jye r anrf son u - th e 

for~e r t o ~ le s se r rf ea r ee s i nr e it is usu a l l y a prorlu r t o f 

hu"! nn nc Pd s ( JP S. 26 , l A) . The (\11C • 1o r r ay s t h i nk s "10[ C o f 

h i ·1 s P l f t h , n o f t; o rl ; , n ~ w h ,.. n h i s \ i s h i s J r 1 " t e h<' rfoes 

r 0 t t h i n k 0 r :' r ;\ y e r l n y '11 (\ r (' • .;on•J , on t •1· o t'l c r h:inci , i s 

'orl l' l\'O rsh i p , i t J"l'S l S u ~· on , ,,.. r on t PJTI · l1ti n11 nf God ' s 

·.; n r l.. s :t'1 rf s i ri i l::ir n oh] P "1"'\ tt r rs, j 1 j <; t ,,.. s e r v i r c o f 

:i • J r l s , s P r \ i c r- '" i t h t •1 ,.. 1 i • h e r •I) 1·· P r s " r r ,.. 1 s n n • Th " 

11 " \' r r s i 11 •1 1 J h P r s ;' h " r P s ·1 ., ~ ! o r• s n o t p r e s s t '1 r f C' P 1 i ., ] o f 

' ,.. \. n I i o r i n t o I '1 , n :i r r n !\' h o u t I s o r ., ,. r rf • ' o r 2 , I h •' r ,. o r r , 

i s , "'I i jh ty we1por , "!O t ~ ,..f r Prti\•r t h"ln 1 I I ;-- r1y i nJ , p., ' i 1 

t ,,"' ' i "'IE' or !n <; r s "I I hr nrr!J r r,..rrr o f t 1l,... ~ir1c]r> 1' 
.,,.. 

(': I I' 0 o,, r r v p r S1rJ l (\ '~od , 1 h I' 'I : I • "n ' I e ,, 1 ! ) ,. , \' c rJ 
I • 

si 1 r(' 

\hr1h.1'11
1

S rl <1y s . ll ti t '1 (' "n c '1 n j)ri ys n o" s 0 t 1 11 i., k o f 

;nr> ' s lnmi nio., , of 1 i J h e r i n t e r e s t s , b ut of h i s 0 1. n , til e 

l o •·d y on e s • Th er e f or e , the t h r o n e o f God i s no t cs l ih lisherl 

t '1 r o 11 ~ 'l h i "'I , 1 n I h ~ -I Cl s ., .., 1 ,. i , r r_, r ~ n ! ' <; I, i ~ .; 1 ·> n "I !" i r ., 

: i r <' 'l ,, " .1 ~ l h ; l'l - : y ~ 11 •' " i - J r r l t t i · <; 1 1 <; 

•1 or " '1 i I' . 

, 1 • • • • 1 1 t r 'l i ~ c c; o u r . i \' t.. s t t.! c: · 1 r h 1 $ 11 ,, J • or , i rt I) l '1 c r 

-· 
<: ! 'f 1· • J ., r c 

l ) l ,.. I' t) C l' I I r f' 1 

~ ) ' . 1 i L I, , 

o - '.! J r '1 t 11 :.i : 
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3 ) Trus t , 
~ ) (j r :i t i t 11 rJ e , :i 1 ·J 
5) Hi 3hc r Enli J li en~ c n t . 

1 • 

" T ·1 C' one ·1· 'l o s p 1 i f p i s ' o he a so ri J h" r o r e Go I 11 u s t , r i rs t 

, r 1 1 1 , ~ u a r . I h i <; i n •I o c r n r e • He who surr e nd e r s his 

ch ild like spi rit, who comes be for e God Kith c lev e r, 

s pec ulat ive v i r> ws , h is ! if e i s '1 ..:c ,) ,1ro s <.> 1r1 n o sor ·J , thr 

h J ") c; s o 11 s o f h i s , ' r e t r. y ~ r P f :i ri e d ;:i r ~ 1·: i 1. h ,.. r. '? rl • T h c 

I ... r:i c lit~ canno J u l r I h i s i r ,, or f' "r " , ii i s r 11 i 1 1 l i k e s p i r i t 

r r e r u l l y e n (I II '.J h • - l 11 t ti i s ""J n n e r , ·' 1 r o h ' s 1 i f ~ '\ 1 s ;i s ~' 11 ;J 

'• · r J r e G 0 rl , r v e 1 i f f r e q 11 e n t l y ;i 11 ,.. 1 e :r i l r o n e ; :J :1 1 s i ri J i ,, J , 

~ } ·~· '.l s t ·11 J i f ' fl f : 0 s <:: s ; i 1 J t h c \' f' r ~· 1 :; c; I h i - S i '! p S '\' e r C 

:- 1.: s , u 1 I i 11 .: 1 c o i i e s , '\ 1 r1 Ii :.. ) n 1l a s s r I c; i · J i ~ i " . t '1,, 

'• r i'"' h re1 r t cr . I •1 1 s i 1 i l 1 r l ~· , t 11 ~ l : f r r, r ) av i ri \\'.., s ;i 

I I t.• ., 1 s 1 J r 0 I :' ~ ., n ' ') s 

• I'., I) 
.J • i n t 11 P 

s I r i l ., r n i 'i r i ! I I i ~- c " - l '1 II s ! 1 s - . \ ,, d h e c a a s e 1 i :: :1 a ~ 

c; :1 a , c I 11 i , . :1 r n h e '1,.. i1 "J .,. 'ri i 11 t h i c: m.., .1 ri P r , s l,.. w, s :' t • n ~ s h c ~ 

· i ' : lq r r r 1 i ., ~ s c; ( ..'. .J 'J ,., • f. , :2 ~ ) • B e c l u c; e s 11 ~ 11 ,, r h e I 11 i s 

,. r: ! ! rl l i l. e s iJ i r \ t , t 11 t' h 1 i s s n r r o n •I ! i ,, •J 1 ,. h i I d "' 1 s rl e 11 i e rl 

I ) r • 

" L e t u s J u a r d n 11 r i 11 r o,. e n r e ; f n r " ,, I y 1 11 ,.. r ,. a n ... P f P P 1 '" i t h 

nu.,. f 1 t'1er s who S"l'l'.' hy thr: <" d )r:i . T hr he1 rts o f 
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r h ildren , a roused hy joyous feel i n~s . o f ten S\\ t?l l i nto 

C' r t h 11 s i '.I s 'll a 1~ 1 t h e c h i l :! r e n t i1 e , s '? 1 v e s 1 o n o t k ,, 'J w e x: ri c t l y 

1·. hy . lt is th e ir cle , r ron s c ie11 ce r~jo i ~irg i n t't rir 

i •1 no c enc e , 11 a \' i n 'J i " t u i t i v e k 11 o ~" l e d 9 e o f ~ h 1 pp y "u tu re ; i n 

t h c •· o r d s o f t h e p o e t ( 3 c h i l l e r ) : 11 
•• 1 ., \ 1 h ,, r c :> s 0 n n r t h r 

r ti.,11:il i s t r anno t s eP. , t he s i mp}ir·i t y ,.,,. th "! ch i l -t ' s so ul 

n f I ~ 11 'la Y. 
II 

ii al·!' y J i'!,, o u r s n •J l s s u r h J o y ! 

\ r f i t i c: .1 r i t t c n : " I.' u o f the 

., 1 :.: • h o r h ., h c s a l 1~ s u r !\ l i " J s h ::i s t Th o u f o 1 11 I e ti r n t \.i •1 s i 'I s t i r 

.JJ-1 ), " (ts . li , 1). T h " .I~ r 11 i l t 1 1 11 1 ' J :i ( !'> • '\ 0 ) 

:i ; I l ) 1 '1 i s v ,.. r ~ i J s " a J '? t o 1 1: l s i r J " r s h j 1 '1 " > e :i 1 .. · 1, " 

'1 •"' i r r !i i l ' } i i: C f? 11 ~ h 11 S i :! <; -: :~ l' •" f i r ' ' ! i n I n S 0 r ; • 

l .. 11c: 1lso , 

• • : h ..: o; i 1 o; , , r i ~ : o; t 11 •• -, ( • ., - r 1 h" r c: b.) t :1 " :; e "I ) ,. 1, i 1 1 r c n , 

., ! ' ' n rs , r l ~a r i "1! i r t ! o • , t h" r c f o re , 1 '11 1 Ii ~ •·· h " ; s 

i 11 , n r c t , • 11 " 11 'l c; :i , u ::- " h c ., r I , C' , • I •• a s 11 11 

l · I 1 1 i ·' c; ! •1 J j , : n ~ r 11 i : 1 r ~ " I ,.. c: 1 r o) s r; 1 ' • c: , I\'• r s , i: i c s , i t 

~ l• 1 •, 'J er s \i o ! i a t " <; ; i 1 s c f f cc t i •• 1 u i C' t r :: n i h c r s i s '11 o r c 

f n r •n i d ::i I 1 c- t 11 • :i t !' r 1•. u r 1 ~ re s " ..: " d i r J c I a t t " r o f n r 11 s , ., c- !: ':! 

s b bli me, Ml') r 

l J t 0 ~- t I! 1 • I 0 J t !l II f t IJ I' S (' r h j J ·~ r ( '' r ') m L S f (J r l h 

:'l!i ,,,. lif'! ' s Mil •. if C'st::i ti nr.s ; it is ?• U,.if or 'TI U i c t o 

1 .1 : r h a J ~ t 'l c • or l d ::i l i !- e :i u s t '" , \' c • l'h,t j <; • 1y th(' 

~ s .1 l - : s t a <I ti s t o t 1 c I' J s s a ') c J t\ s t r i 1 e c1 : " •• • h e C' ~ u s c o f Th i n e 

iJ 1 v I! r s a r i e s , 1 o rl c s t r o ! l :1 ~ c ,. c n y a r ·' a v ~ n J P r • " :> u c h s o n ~ 
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crushes mountains ind cliffs of g r 1n ite; removed from its 

prox im i ty are those unworthy to stand in the presence of the 

Holy - the ap pearance of t he Oivine in their mids t frightens 

th em away, d rives them to far d ist a nces, or tears them out 

of a d omain for wh ich they are unfit. 

"La u1J h then 1t those wri o mock such i nnoce nce in you, at those 

who priJ e thc~selves of 'c lear in si3h t' an~ ' enli ~h tenme nt ' , 

who consciously r em ove t ~ emselves furthe r ~~d further fro m 

the vi ews of their childhood ~ays ! If they onl y knew the 

d 1r kn ess in . hich t he y wan~e r - not url ike t ie ~Jy p tians of 

today ' s ~c ri pt ural re 11 i ng - t hey wou l ~ die of sha ~e an1 

t h e y i\' o u 1 d d e s r i s e r o " e n o r e t i , n t 11 o s e · h o , r e -l c h t 1 i s 

false en) i gh tenment, ··:h o, with such , 1P.1sar.t rielusion s l e:.td 

th e~ 1w.y f r om life ' s true go al! l nn nc ~ nce i s th e first 
H• 

pi 11 a r of . 1 i f e 11 i c •I i s to he .! son .J . 

•) ' . 

" Fa it h - usually bound u11 with innocence - i s t hP second 

J i rje r of a li fe of sonJ . Only he who believes i n God, orly 

he who be lieves wha t Holy Scr i ptur e reveals, only ~e \ ho 

beli e ves God a BciP g as described by Juda ism no den ial of 

t :1e be Pc ficiaJ P.ff.cts of~ 1e o 1 le ' s faith is he re 

i1. t erded -- only his life can truly hP a son ). To be su r e , 

Je wish reliJ iosity d oes not depe nd on faith alone; but faith 

occ u?i es a ver y h1 Jh p lace . Fai t h i s no small matte r: often, 



s up pres s ion of r1t i nnaJ vie~s . 

at t he mome"t of exneriP.r~e it is "' co ~~t~t inn, qr :ttttt~~P 

be half. Fa i t h c re a t es me" n f <; o" 11 : ,.. , , i t P 1 t t P.,. !'I 1 1 v • ; t 

breaks for th into , rfevo t e..f ~O " l'f tn r.n~ . it 'liVP~ •ewt tn 

en r aptu r ed melo~y. 

be li eved in Gorf an rf lfis se r v1r t '1osP s . 

etc . " This thouqht was :iJre:l-iy sul'lflPSte-i hy n11r c; q 'lPS 

- .. _._ i c; t "'p 
,,eitn ir lJ O( tl, p , :tSS31'fe ( Jeruc; ... ,}'"j / "')' · -t:: r;t,qn, (... :t"..f 

,... ./ 11~ C h a r • 2 :3 ) : • .J h e ,, I s r , P l • s r P t u r" i " o "v ,, 1 t :t " t s 

s ong , etc . • 

be 1 utifull y s ituate -1 e lev~ t i n., ir nor lfnlv t .. .. ~ ·· '1nc;i> c;fl'f., t 

mi 1h t we ll enth u se apnroac'1in'l l" il o ri111 c; in t n i"vn11s 

out bursts or hy~rs. 

mo re r u n'11me>r tal, f il'lnr'lt i vr> "IP"" i"'l: ' ' "l r>r t" ,. Tc; .,. "'p1it"'~ . 

Go rl ' s p rom i se ll ' vin'l h r>P.n "ul"i ll e>-i , "· il l :i tt:i f n tn , •• ,. tnn 

( t h e a p ex , e r ..f , re · I i z a t i o" ) o r : 11 e r R i t h t n ··· '1 i ,. Ii t •,Py 

clung d uri n9 t he p e riorl o r t li P. ir i~nri son111Pnt, thPn, l i f t e -f 

b y e nth usiasm , t'ley ·· ill hrPak f or th in h:inny c;nn'l . So t l'\n , 
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th e comment of th e ldidrash to t he Ot> enin g l'lords of the s ong 

in t.oday ' s ~arasha is applica b l e: The ex j. r e s s ion " ~1<- " means 

~r 1/1 '' ) •r a i t h:: The pa rt i c 1 e " .JI.:-" a l ways d es i g n a t e s t he 

consequence of somet ~ in g that h- s oc c urred . Ge nerally, 

faith ensues only when proofs of u ivin e help ar e evi de nced, 

so th a t th e s ong by the Sea w. s pri~a rily th e con se Gue nce of 

the miracle that ha p i;. ened. Lu t if faith is t 11e conseipae nce 

of experience, then s urely it sh ould be le s s rl ifficult for 

u s t o he I i eve t ha n i t w ·1 s for o u r f t t he r s • for 1: h n t p 11 o of s 

o f J i v i n e t~ o 1v e r h a v e we n o t e x p e r i e n c e d i n t 11 e c o u r s e o f t h e 

mille nia a nd in our various s ituati ons ! ~n d n e v ~ rth eless , 

t 11 e s t j t e o f •1 u r fa i th i s r o t we 11 • Io 1,• ,, u c h e ff or t our 

o rators a n ~ te a~ he r s a r e fo r ceJ to expe nd me rely to 

t l u c i d a t e L n e u i v i n e , t o pr o v e i t a l'I 1 , h y me ' n s o :: .. v a r i e l . ,. 

of ,.er s uasive t e chni ques , Lo make it a f fable to hea rt :i nd 

mind. 1 o, th a t is no t faith! Fa it h i ; the in r ocen t, 

u p ri ~ ht acknowledg~ert of tn a t whJch i s t o11 i n Scri ~ ture; 

it i s th e accept a nce o f recor1s as they ap~ ear. rla d the s e 

mean t a nytni rg else, had they be en of t he char ac t e r which we 

like to ascribe to them , the Holy ~rit woul d not n 1ve lacked 

for ade quat e .. ord s . llrly 11o nes t appepta nce such as this, 

can aw aken a I i f e of ... on J . i t i1 i n us • \ 1 1 s o 1> h i st r y i s 

mi s trust, sh ows s rnall be lief, ar d will neve r exalt us as 

be a r e r s of the ~lory of God . Let ~s apply our se lves to 

fa i t h a 11'1 o ur l i f e w i 11 be a s on \l be fore t he Et e r n a 1 • 
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3 . 

o ut al so Trust 

"~uch de pend s on t his v irtue. Fait h i s t he ackr0Kled9eaen t 

of ~ h.t was , trust is f~ ith i n wh at will be . ~ n l y he ~ ho 

trusts God c i n be en thu s ed, and o nly hi a life can bec ome a 

sonJ. The f uture must not fri ghten us: with f ~ ith in God, 

we 11 us t await t hat wh ich i s to be a nd we mus t l ive ~ ith the 

con vict i on t ha t e ve r y thi ng will c ome i r its d ue ti me a nd 

will tJr n to our best . 

"The confi dence wit h w~ ich our fathers left Egyµ t k ind led 

t he fir e of en thu s i a sm wi th i n t 1em even before they re ached 

the :>ea; and a t t he Sea t u i s s mo lder i l'IJ f i re had 11erely to 

break f orth i n to p pe n fl ame. Th e song its elf ex p resses 

trust, trust in t he f uture or t he end wn ic h wds t o be 

r eal ized t hro U·J h t ne Exod us fr o11 c.j y pt, a rj ,,• h i ch 1vJS 

1lorified i n t 11e concl u l in J words of t he s o:i ;:i: "Th ou wilt 

b rinJ them in anJ p lant them i r th e ~ou nta i n of Thin e 

i nhc ritance • •• The &. o r rl shall r e i :Jn fo r ever a r.1 e v ~ r." 

"In t hi s con nec ti on we mus t 1ouch on an i mo ortant pas sage of 

th e ~e chil ta t o today's S i d ra. Kefe rri n~ to Exod us 14,14, 

"T he LorJ i 11 f i 1h t fo r y ou and y ou d 11 ho l : yo :A r pe ace," 

i t i s 1<1t itt en : "Th e ls r e lite s ,l ut U1 c "ollowi ng 1.1 ue st ion to 
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~os es: wh a t shall we d o? ~os es a ns ~ered: exult, s trike up 

in son g and fHaise Lo t ile One who is the God of .~ar! For 

thus is it " ritten (~salm 149,6): ' The h i gh praise s of God 

in t heir mouth are a t wo-edge~ s word in the ir ha nd ,' 

s i milarly <l.b.i.11. 57,6): 'He Thou exalted, o God , a l.J ove the 

he ivens , Thy glor y be a bove the earth .' ( j eanin g : our 

~lo rificati on of ~od i n song a nd prai se br i nys it a bout tha t 

He ~l orifie s Hi mse lf for us on earth.) AnJ s i mi l arly 

Oaaiah l5 , l): ' O Lord , Thou my uod , l exalt Thee , I p raise 

Thy :·~ am e , f o r r h o u J o es t .1 on d e r f u l L :ti n y s , e v e n c o u n s e 1 s of 

olJ and loyal faith ' • • • " This last ve r se i s th e ila i n 

s uµ po rt of tne en tire commen t. J ose s t old t~e pe o p l e to 

1 ra ise uod ~ h il e t hey were s till in ~1 n J er 1n J r~ r f rom the 

counsel of uod; lie tolJ th em to 11raise Go•J in a r1 v a "c e , 

out of f i J el i t y t o ,f i m and fa i t h i n Him . I n t 1 i s 11 an n e r, 

t he psalmis t was .;o n t to concl ude all hi s so n JS of adv er s ity 

wit h wo r ds o f praise e v e n thou g h salvation was st il l fa r 

of f! 

"1rus t, al so , wa :. 1ean t to li e iev e lo perf t hrou Jh l" racti ce by 

ri ej r. s of tn e ma n1 a r.i cntio r erl se ve ral ti"'les in ou r .'.icri p tural 

read i n g . ,fere, no t h i nJ was to be sa vei fo r t he nex t da y -

~ o J w a s t o b e r e 1 i e J u .,> o n t o \l i v e a g a i n • Th e r e , 11 o t 11 i n •J w a s 

t o t> e Ja t he r ed on t11e da y of r es t - t;o : 1vas to be tru sted to 

!J r ovi J e on t he s i x th Ja y eno u J h fo '" the se ven th. 
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" ti ave c on f id e n c e , t he n , my d ear o n e s , , n d y o u r 1 i f e 1d 11 be 

a son g of praise to tbe Eternal. Trust i s t he prime 

re 4 uirement of th a t st a te of so ng; no one can be in harmon y 

with ~oJ if he lacks trust, no on e c an offer heartfelt 

w or~ h i p service if he c 1nnot overcome moments of de pre ss in g 

adversi ty with th e hope th dt they 1ill re s olv e t hemselves 

into a ha p p y fut ure. 3urely not ev en Isr ael, wh c fi the 

~ re ~ s ure Wd S so heavily upon hi m, bel ie ved t h3t he wou l d 

live to see an exod us fro m ~g y p t so rich in ;oy; and yet, 

he lived to s ee it . He lived to s e e i hat g reat mome nt a t 

the _;ea h' hich is g lorified by toda y's Scri 11 tural iel c c ti on: 

he Jived to s ee it a nd from t ~e n on he ~a s r e 4 uire ~ to 

t r u s t • i·I o s t c er t 1 i n 1 y , 1v e f a i l t o e n c o u n t e r h oJ i- 1' y t i mes 

o n 1 y w ii e n .. e f a i l t o p l a c e t r u s t i r li o J n J ·:i o 11 o t h c J i e v e 

t 11 a t we i l l e n c o u n t e r t h e m • l t i s t h c s a m e ,d t 11 o u r 

de &tin l es a s i t i s wit n our d r eam s; a s we i n t e r~ret t hen to 

our se lves, s o d o t ne y reali z e t hemse lves . Ue ha r,i y, t .1en, 

with !Jod, t ui nk of better thi ngs ar. .! y o11 wi ll J iv c to s ee 

them. fo rti f ied by tru s t i 1 t n~ Lo r l , t he ~ s; l ~ i s t s truck 

up a Joy f ul hymn o f t .1111 .. s, p i e rc e'.! t he .1ost of t he enemi es, 

a n d l e a µ e d o v e r t h e \L il J 1d t h , 1 i s Go d • .1 i s l i f e 11 a s a 

c on st an t s onJ . Yes , c onf i ien ce c oura Jeousl y ta ke s 011 n ll 

ad ve r se de ~ ti n ie :; , ii r. d , extol l i r.; l •l e Hea ven ly 3avior i r. 

th e ~ i J sL uf l ood y d an ger, " i nd s wrea th s o f t riu mp h a ~ o und 

l he br ow. 



60 

" N o , we c J n r o t :·. o n rt e r w h y , n o \·; ad a y s , s o few s o u l s o f s o n g 

eai st . How can a gene ration have ma ny s uch sp irits, if it 

does no t t r us t a thin g until it s wish is ! ul fil l ed1 The 

l a ra e lite alway s tru sted, and h i s tru s t nev e r de luded him, 

and eve r and agai n he wi ll li ve to s ee ' h'1tever he p l aced 

i n G o J ' s t r u s t t o s e e a r rl f o r . h o s e s k e h e \\ i l J i n g l y 

s uf fe r ed all t he b lows of h is destiny . dav e t ru s t, I s 1y, 

c. n d y our µa t h o f l i f e \; i l J be a ,.. a t h o f r o s es t h r o u g h 1 i f e • 

~ith tn e echoes of hymns a bo ut you , s harled by God ' s vi s ible 

magn ificence, i urr ounded by His ~ rot ectin u a n ~e l s , libe rat ed 

from pur s ui ny adve r saries , enriche:J by inner and ou t er 

t reati ures , you Ki ll tr av e l towa r d yo J r life ' s JOal and l ive 

t o s ee t he f ulfil lme 11 t o f th e 1n-oclamat i on ' 'The Lo r rl 

redeem e t h t h P s o u 1 s of iii s s e r v a n t s ; a rd r. o e o f t hem t h . t 

t ake r ef uge i n lli :n sh .il l be deso l ate . " 

4 . 

'' I f J i f e i s t o h e a s o 1 J , J r a t i t u d e i s r e q u i r e d • 11 e 

who enjoys ~od ' s ~ ift ; ~ ith ou t ack nowledgme r t , " i 1hou t 

f e i i n J s o f l h 1 n k s , o r 1 e ·. 1 o t :t J n k s G o I o n ) ) f o r J r e a t , 

obv i ou.:> deed:. of k i 'n c ss , hut tioes not leem t 'le seemingly 

J e s s e r be n e f i ~ s ,\ or t h y o r t h a n k s , h i .: l i f e 1· i 1 1 n o t b e 

o .:. on .j be fo r e ~ o J • I f t 11 i s h i .. h , i '"l in 1 i f e i s to be 

a ttain ed , we mus t tnank ~oJ for everyth i ny ; for everything , 

exc l aim nea rtily: "1 r a i sed l>e God , " •. ith t '1c f irm convic ti on 
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th .. t <1od does i ntend e v eryt h i ri g fo r our be nefi t. ~ • . :\k i ba 

used to say ( Ber . 60 ) : " Ev e r y t hir'] .. hi ch comes from a bove . 

c or.1e s for ye g ood . " Hi s teacher lT• n. 21) befor e h im u sed 

t o s a y 1\i t h r e g a r d t o a l l t h ll h a F µ e n e d t o h i m • " t h i s t o o 

i s f or }'Ke ..i o od." Such con t en t e d ob s e rva nce ma kes lif e a 

s ong . The 1 . lm ud s peaks well . tnerefore , h ith refere 11ce to 

the v e r s e , " I . ill sing of mercy a nd of J US t ice ": " I f t h i n-J S 

~o we l l wi t h me I wil l s i ng. if ~od ' s e v il d ecree s tri kes 

me , I will s i ny less • • • dan s ha l l ~ e t u sed to sa y: '~h atever 

God d oes ne does fo r y e g ood . ' '' lie .. ho d a i ly f ee ls h imsel f 

cons l r a i ned to thank ~ oJ s t and s o n a v e r y l o ,; p 1 an e . •' e 

ne ver lack ca u se to sp eak wi t h f u ll ~ea rt t he p raye r f o r mu la 

"we t hJ nk T!lee , o God ," - for e v e ry mo men t a 'il i ra cl e oc curs 

t o us • Ce r t.d n 1 y i t i s l h i:. to 1. li ch t he p s 1 l ., i s t s ummons 

u s .dtn t !t c words: " lroc lai m fr om r! 1y to .i ay lis .:i:l lva t i o n , " 

"Lord , my {joJ , f or e ver . i ll I t hank Thee ," and t he l ike . 

ilow i s it ;) o ss i b le for our s oul to elevat e i tself to a so n!} 

of uoJ , to he come a h .J r p wh ich s o un ti ~ e ter rally , i f we enJOY 

the Crea to r ' s ~ i fts wi t h so ~ u c h i n! if ~ er erc c; if we bel i e ve 

t hese Ji ft s to he t he wo r ks of our Ol\'n nand, or if we r e1J1 r d 

f ortuitou s c ircums t ; n ce ~ o r n t ~ e r me~ t he u lt i r a t e so urc e of 

J OO J fortune , th e n, Mo s t cert i nl y , ou r whole life ~ u s t t ake 

r :1e ro nJ tu••· •. te n and t he n.1 t ural course o ft i ng s a re 

b ut tools utili zed by t h e Creato r fo r our .1 o od • . lo rt als who 

d o u .; .1o od , :ie r it r eve rent rec o Jn i ti o n an I even ou r th .1 nks 

as heavenly me ~ sen3e r s , 1ut ou r hym ns or praise are J u e to 

God alone . 

I 
. , 
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"I have a lways been c uriou s ;ust why, in the ~ong a t the 

Sea , t ne s in a ular - I s in g unto th e Lo r d , as i f Mos e s alone 

had s un ~ - i s used . It seems t ha t I s ra e l near ly commi tt ed 

a grave e rror. It i s ~ r it te n : "They helieved i n t he Lo r d 

and in li is se rv a nt :Joses ." lt \\'ould h we been e :is y fo r 

t hem to d irect th e ir song to l1oth (Gori a nd :1toses >. 

The re f ore , Moses wi sely an ti c i pated t he peo ple ' s en thu s i asm 

<1nd µossible er r or a n1 ({ uickly broke forth :. ith these . ords : 

Il I mysel f, s i n ~ unto the Lo r d! 

" 1 wa s p l ea s an t 1 y s u r µ r i s e d , t he re f or e , ;1 her , a f t e r t h c 

la 1Jse o f some t i me , I came ac ro ss thi s 1• 1s s a •Je f r om the 

.de c It i 1 t a t o t o d a y ' s ..> c r i 1~ t u r a J re a · i n g : " 

I ;. / ,... e ~·. ( 1_ (i , " " I s i n g u n t o t h e L or d , to the Lo r d h ut not 

to a cre a ture of f le s h a nd b l ood ." ll o !oes the ~ech il t a 

arr i ve at s uch an i nte r ~ retation? It se ems t o ~ ir t at the 
\,t •· I 

mi st ak e t o . hi c h I s r ael, i n t he r i re of his e nt husiasm, w ~ s 

e x " o s ed and i1 i ch .J~ s c s , t he 1 e : I e r of th e :, o 1 J , 

fores t al led. ~ ratitu de , I sa y , c a n exd l t our life into a 

:. Or.] . 

"' . 
" Fin a lly, atso, t he I sraeli t e s h • u . i s trive for high e t 

e n 1 i ] h t e n m e n t. ..>uch i nf ~uence o f ~ i vine Sµ irit 

touche J our 1ncestors ~ ho ha rl a l ready b~ en aroused by 

i nnocence , fa it h, tru st, a nd g r at i t ude ; anrl t hi s ~ l i J h t 
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t ouch of the sp irit of higher enli yht enmen t bad it s ~real 

effec t. ~ i g htily, th e r oari n ~ st re am of song ru ~hed 

fo r wa r d , th e pr ayer s soared ~ l oft to the throne of ~od with 

.dn9s of eayles, i:intf wor derf ul was the ir effect. You can 

har d ly i ma \;} i 11 e , o list e ner s , what t he I sr ae lit e i s c ar a b le 

of ~ oin ~ . ith t he devot i on of hea rtfel t s i nJ i ng . Aloft i t 

s oa rs lik e the Jet o f hi •J h-s prayi n\l f ou nt a i ri s . p lace s its e lf 

before God and eff ec tu ates it s des ire s : and i f not always 

th a t - beca us e we, in our ~hort - s i ~ hted ness d o no t a l ways 

ask for wha t i s ~ ure and for our g ood - th en , a t leas t , it 

s ma s h e s , i 11 i t s 1 i y h t n i n g a s c e n t , t h e mo u n t a i n s 1~ h i c h 

;) eparate liod and 1:1e . orld; it carri es away e vil, e pe ns a 

µa t h , o u i 1 d s ..i or 1 d s , t e a r .s th e s cc 1Jt e r o f ·' o rl d I om i n i on 

f r om t he c 1 aw s of v ic e iv 1 i ch c l asµ i t s o t i ~ h t 1 y to t he 

vexa ti on of v irtue . \nrl how e f f i cd c iou s it i s when all o f 

l if e is s uch a ;) on ~! Your th ou J ht ~ lo n~ has it s eff ~ ct in 

11 ~ a v e n , y u u r I\' i l 1 , y o u r s 1 i ,:; h l e s t m o v e , y u r v e r y J l '1 n c e 

u1•1\' a r d s . - lt is .. rit t en : " Tho u s hal t Jecr ee J th i rJ and it 

s 11 , 11 be c s t d h l i s h c d u n t o T 11 e c ! " Th r o u n h y u u , t he I i v i n !J 

.1 1 I Lhe rl ead wi j heco:ne riohteo us, .1e1 ven a r ·i ea rt h will 

b b J e s s e J • T h r o u J n y o u , l i r e i l 1 I 1 e a i a r c e t o w :1 i c h , a s 

at .:iina i. t he wor lJ be l ow :-i n •' 1h P wor l 1 above wi l l move in 

ha p~ y . mys tic ha r mony . ~ hi ; her enl i ah tenm en t, tou ched ~ y 

t he ~ v iri t of bod , crea t es l lift o f s org . I r ~ ctu a lit y , it 

creo te d the Song of t od ay's ~c ri p tural n3rr a t i ve . Our sages 

and th e . .f sdom o f ..>ol om on a lre J dy have sa i d it, th a t at th a t 
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moment ( by the seal t he Spirit of God r es t ed u ~ on I s r ael and 

c a lled the Song to life. 

" Th a t a l l m i g h t v a r t a k e o f t :1 i s .S 1J l r i t w d s t h c f e r v e n t h ope 

of t he law~ iver : " 1 o u lJ t ha t a l l t he Lord ' s pe o ple we re 

l' r op hets , t hat the Lo r J .. o u L i 11 ut d is :>p irit u p on them" 

<r· um b1•r s Jl,~9) . Tha t, e v e ntu ally , al l 1: i ll 1•a r t ake of the 

;:, _ i rit wa s f oreio ld by Joel (J ,l ) : " .~n d it s h . lJ come io 

~ass af i e r wa r d , th d t I wi ll r our my sp ir it u p on a ll f l es h. " 

Th i s .i p iri t co ns tit11t e::; t he ~rea lest µ r o of of \; od an l th e 

Jiv i ne wh ich cor ~ u e rs al l do u b ts . . .\th o ut s uch S p i rit, the 

un 11e liev e r' s proof s b uilt on humar. re as o r a r e ·· ut p la yt hi g s . 

l.J nly h i ~ her enl i ijh t enme n t c Jn s e r ve a s S"l tis factory evi dence . 

nd t h is, mos t l ikely , i s t he ine an i 1. ri of tn e •nax i'TI (Jer us. 

d o r a J o t h , C h a p • J ) :•r.. I ::J ~ ( /I c 11 ti- .. h i c h 1\ o u : I ' • a v e t o be 

r e r J e r ed , "on ly J1 ro1hecy Cdn se rv e :is proof 11
• Yes , tllis 

~ i g n er contemplat i o n i s s o rel t ed to s on t~ a t the hebrais t 

has one and t he sa me ex ~ r essio n f or ' con t em.la tio n ' a nd 

' song '. !l i g h e r co 1 t e mp l at ior s ti rn ul 1les _,qn ; , so r •J e f fec ts 

h i g h e r c o 11 t em ;d a t i o n , a r d t It e G o d i n t o x i c a t e d :d n '] e r 

co n te~ p l a t es wh i le ~e s i n0 s . 

" .. ta y G o 1 s o o n 1 o u r o u t o v e r u s a ..:i 1 i r i l s u c h .J s t h i s , .. h i c h 

wi ll ,.. onsec r ate o u r ent ire l if e to a sor J of 1aa i s e! .\ 

.s p i r i t '" h i c h 1·1 i J l c re il t e i r o u r J i '. e , s • e et har mon y be t ween 

liod a1 ,1 111n , bet weer h c avPn n I P1rth . \n~ may we ~ JI so on 

s i n J J r e\~ :.o n '] unto the Lo r d , J .; o · in w11ich a ll t he ·• orl d 



will Joi n ! May Israel soon reJ oice in hi s J a ker , may t he 

c hildren of lion be Joy f ul in th e ir hing! 

Ame n. " 
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~ re a cher and teacher j)f J uda ism was ma r ked by far-reaching 

c ndnges in Je .. i sh l i fe. 1he tide o f revolut i ona r y 

liberal i sm wh ich s~ep t t hrough Eu r ope in t he latter pa r t of 

th e Ei gh teenth and the beg i nnir ~ of the Nine t een th Cen tury 

.'l'as to te.lr Jown t he g he t to 1, .. 111s , the r amparts of 

se Jreg ation which had re pres.>ed the J ew iii thin na r r ow 

11 h y s ic al bo unds. but, at t he s a ·ne ti me, had acted as a 

pro tective ba rrier abou t his autonomo us reli g ious an d 

cultu r a l ex i stence . The 01 rl s ocial an rl r eli~i ous order 

declined and disa ppea red: ne i nst i tutions an d new l1e l i ef 

struc tures h sd to be ouilt up, des i gn ed to enable t he Jew 

to arlj us t to h i s new role as t he eage r but unw a nted ~embe r 

of the Eur opean c om mun i ty. 

True Lo hi~ prin ciple to s r1 eak "a •\ Or d in its d ue seJs on", 

r les::.ner add r essed hi mself to ma ny o i th e pro b lems of t11ese 

decades of ijcclimatization. lie took : def i nit e stand in 

t .1e r eii ;1 ious conflic t engende r ed by emanc i pa ti on , 

c~am~1o~ in g tr ad ition i ] inst ceform in n is strugg le to 

.1ar r.1 on ize Je.d s h a nd cu ro pe .1n cul t ures . 



A br ief cons i de r a tio n of s ome o f the maJor de velopmen ts 

a r. d " uestion s o f his day .. i ll he l p us CJ lin a clea r er 

u nde r standing of ~ lessner' s te ac n i n~ . 

The ~et ti n g of his Tho ugh t 
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" Emancipation" i s t he ke y wo rJ to . inet een th Ce n tury berm an 

" e .. i s h ra i s t o r y • .\ 11 o r t h e s t r e s s e s a n . i s t r , i n s , t he 

mov e men ts and in s titution s o f t h i s ;: e ri od c <1 n h e ex 11lained 

as manifes t ations o f Lhe J e .. ' s :o trujg l e to fr ~ e ii mse lf 

f rom ~ed ieval bo P da~e . 

The s t ory n. ~c - ma n - J e k i ~h pol i tical ema nc i pat i on begins 

wit h tne Fre nch devol ution in 1789 a n~ t he ~ u bse uent 

i\ a .., o 1 e o n i c ·• -, r s w h i c h s p re a d t 11 e i d e a l o f ' 1 i b e r t y , 

e '-i uality, f r at t r n ity' t o e v e ry noo k an d n i c 11e o f Europe . 

~ o t t ha t there 11 1 ~ no t been earl i e r c ri es fo r fr eedom . T1e 

l· hilo.>ophers of c.. u li ljh t enment , culminatin g Human ist 

revival , n .J yosited t r1e s up r em acy of rea s on Hd , it s 

lo ~ ical co rroll ~ ry , t ole r a tion; b ut rea s o n alon e was not 

e no utJ h ; o n ly a ll a ndf ul o f i:.- eo , l e e r e c :qJ.:1 b l e of th Ou Gh t, 

t h e r e s t l . c k e d t h e .d l 1 a n J t h e n e n t a 1 r e s o u r c e s n e e j e d t o 

esta b li s h r e 1.> on ' s rule . ~efo rme r s i n t he f i e l d of 

r e li .ii o n , d e i s t s a 11 j 11 e r c t i c a 1 s e c l a r i a n s , 111 :i a f f i r me d 

t .i e i r f d t i1 i n I. n e ~ o rt ..i n d 0 n e d u ma n i t y ; b u t a J 1 t o o s o o n 

tne f ait11 i n ~ od wa s dis pl ac ed by f aith in t :1e s t a t e , anJ 
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faith in t he s tal e d ema~ded no eq uality for al l. On ly the 

011,, ressed of F rance, led by the risin g bourg oisie 

vt 
recog nized that "they could liberate th e fello :\•s 9'ef the 

bottom of the heap only by p lucki ng off the fe llows on t he 

top" , and they r es olved to u pset the existing s ocial 

order.
1 

They succeeded, and , in 1791, the .iews of franc e 

1v ere J r anted e q ua 1 s t ::: n d i n g ·d t h t he i r f e 11 ow human b c i n g s • 

The ki ng s o f ~er many we r e not too e ager t o fol l oK s ui t. 

In l7U9 , even while the French populace ~ Lormed the 

uastille , Fri ed rich .dlhelm II tol d the .>ew s of Ge rmany 

t na t they coul d be '] iven f r ee~om " on ly i n the measure that 

they at tai ned '.I cu l ture li ke th e C ,1ristians", 2 a p rocess . 
o f a d a r.f i o n w ii i c h h e IJ e l i e v '.:! d . o u l d b e c o n s u m ro a t e d i n 

a h out seventy ye ., rs • :--J a 11 o1 eo n • s a p ,JI o ·?chi n ~ a r 11 i es speeded 

thi s ;irocess . .. he rever t he y ~ ent - ani all of Germ any, 

exce p t a dec•ma te I p;; rt o " r russia bec :?me t he i r vassal -

they instituted com plete e q u a lity, t he inali e na b l e ri gh ts 

of me n . Even u noccupied !' russia, no , ruled by Fried rich 

./ilhelm III. w ... s ·orced to i n itiate a " r evo lution f rom 

a b o v e " , t 11 e 1 I a rd e n IJ er J - 11 um !.> o l t i an re form a t i on , w h i c h , a s 

f a r a s t~e .>ews wer e c o nce r ned , c ul mi r ated in t he 

Tole ratio n Edi ct of l1Jl2 thr o u gh •u lich they e re g ra n t er! 

com p lete e qu a lity (barrin ~4 se r 11ice in th e ;; late i ut 

including th e r1 ~ ht to se rv e in t he ~rmed f orces - wa ich 

t he y l id wi th f ervor and le v o tion). l t' l e s s n e r 111 a s a 
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fifteen ye a r ol d lad at the time an d watched Fr iedrich 

.dl helt• bles s the volunteer armies in the s treets of 

~erli n . 3 ] The f orce of the emarci pated re paid the emperor 

h a n d s o rn e l y rn d h e l p e d h i m ld n h i s 11 a r o f L i b e r a t i o n a g ·• i n s t 

Napoleon. But after the .~a r ca:ne the Cong ress of Vienna 

an J "ruJ e awakening" fo r Jew and Christian (the latt er had 

been :>romised c onstituti onal government as ir.centive to d ie 

" fuer ~ ~ iser und Vaterland"). The Christian received n o 

cons titution an d t he Jew no e manci pation. . let ternich and 

11 i .. coi1or ts r ul ed l 11; L t he Je 1·: s be 1>e r mitted to retain 

t !OS I: righ t s a ra nte t.I ~ t he German .:> t J t es , hut ~ i r ce "'IOSt 

ri .;J hts h<J d heen J ranteJ ~ r~ap oieon's o f ficers ard no t by 

vet 'll an y's kings , ti.c Jews al l t oo s oon .~ e r e rl riven h:t ck 

i n t o t 11 e i r .I it e t t o , l 1 e J u d e n J a s s e • 13 i n they were to l d 

that Jewis !1 cul lur e wa:; '" Ot : oo rl cn ou J h f or Jeutsche 

l\ultur . 4 

The Jews o f ~ermany t oJk thi s cha r g e to ~ eart an ! trieJ 

nard to overcome tile inter r. al "ohstacles" •. 11ich J) resu:na b ly 

ba rr ed their en tr a nce into the c uro pean commun ity. lhe 

i- aramoun t µ roblem of t :1e o!a y beca me: how can Je . ish 

tr ad ition be a d 1p ted to mod e r ni ty? Jome so u ;Jh t t heir 

an swer ir the realm of kno~ l ed ;e - knowled ye of Jewish 

II i s t o [}' l n I L i t e r a t u re - 1dii c h t h e y f e l t w o u I d g i v e t h e 

.1ew a s p iritual s e lf-r e s t•ect Ct !i:i t sine u ua non of physic a l 

survival) and so J i e .1 iss c ns cha ft des Ju.teothu ms L\'a s born . 
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Other s fo und th e ir a ns wer in reform of customs a nd manners, 

beJinn i ng with t he introduction of the ve r nac ul a r and music 

in to t he syna gogue . They hoped to demonstrate visi bl y to 

the Germans t ha t t he Jew ~ as r e3 lly ~ ot so J ifferent - and 

in tn i s )J rocess r eform a nd it s s piritual o'"f - shoo ts: neo 

or tho doxy 1nd c onserva tivi sm c 1me to th r fore . Ne3 r l y a ll 

the Je~s of ~e r~ an y, whe t he r " en l i qh t ened '' or mor P 

t ra d itional , whether reo - or t '1odox or co rse rvat iv e , or 

r e form, urged t ~ ' stu Jy of s ecul3r subjects to prove t o one 

a nd al l th a t they . er e '-'erm -r s f ir s t 1 st 3n<:l i l wa ys . So:ne 

.ie .. s -Ja ve up t he '.J : os t. of course: not a few e'lliJratcd to 

.i mer i ca a n d many , '11 a n y o t n er:. '.- o u g :1 t t he i r I:: i n t r i t ts bi 11 e 1 

t o i:. uropean C h r ~st i an civ i l iza ti on with ha ptis m. ;:> 

The ou twa r d b·Jttl e for li t e ration co nti r. ue:J. vabriel 

•'iesser fou y:1 t by ... ord an •l ren for uncond i t i onal political 

e•nanc i pa t io n • . li s ef~orts .e r e re~ir.for cel by t he .riti ng!> 

of uoerne an d ne i ne , t he s 1Jiritual Je ; !e r s of re publican 

" Y o u n J .; e r 11 a n y " , ,·: h o l i v e d i n e x i 1 e i n I· a r i s • T h e h o p e o f 

t he se li ~ erals s Jff e red ser i ous se t - backs with the a bor ti ve 

revolutions o f 10 40 . 3ut t her th e I nJu strial ~ e volution 

c . -,e to -ic r 11 any an -! '' mac :t i r. cs 1i ch '!la..i e :n11 ney :J nd t.1e 

mi J J I e c 1 a s s es .. ho l 1 o s s es s e .I t. ha t 11 or. e y " ~ c ., i eve d w ha t no 

s pnle ., or ·. r i tter word c oul d : cor. s titutio r.a l !j OVer nrn e ·· t , 

3n J ~ ith it e~ anc i ~ ati on for th e Je w. The kir J or ~ru ss ia 

JOi r·ed !1a nds ith t he ris i ng !, us iness cl ass t o accom:l i s h 



74 

t he ir common aim - the unity of Ge r many. The one 

sac r if iced a bsolute mo na rc hy for the financ i al ~nd po lit ic • l 

s upport o f the bo ur goisie; the ot he r s urr ende r ed 

re ~ u b licanism and 1emocracy i r return for e q ual c i vil an d 

li mited political ri ~ hts . In 1869 , f t er th e ~ is ma r k -

Li i, e ral .\ J l i ance, t he ~ o r th Ge rman F'e J era ti or •J rante <1 Jews 

un conJ itional e q ua l ity by decla ri n J " al l hi t .1c r to existing 

restrictions o r civ il a n~ ~ o li tic ~l r i g ht s based on 

r e li ~ iou s J if fc r e nces" to be abol i sh ed. The Je ~ s of 

Germany were agiin pe r '1l i t ted to le a ve t te J he t to . 6 

Th e polit ic a l em J rc i pa ti on of t he Jew r evolut i onized h i s 

cultura l and r e l i~ i ous life . The c. i nllei t skultur , the a ll

e ~b racino culture o f t he 1het to wa s r 1µ i d ly tran s for med 

into a .)p lint e r cul t ur e c a llc ·t i i to be i r3 by t he 

i n trod uction o f t he Je •, i sh HOU P i r to t 1e c.uropean 

com1nurity . Life ir t he hetto h1 i .• een we ll inte J rated ; 

it s cor e i as t he rel i ~ io n o f the Jew , ~ i s belief i n ~ God 

w.10 si n3led ou t Israe l f or Sj> eci :d :les tiny . T1is '1c lief 

i olded every aspec t of U1e Je ,\' ' s he i rg : h i s s oc i al l i f e , 

.1is educ ti or: , his l aw , i i s "'lo res , 'i i :. n a 1> ne rs, ~ i s 

1 1 n~ u aJ e , even ni s t ress . Tile al ls o r l~ e J he tto , 

en for c i n g s tr i c t s e :i re a;;, ti or. o1 1 .i m r l.i n _, .. e • .- r y as 

mu tu a 11 y re s i'° 11 s i bl e Jr o up , h 1.1 no u r i s he d t he ex istence 

of ~ uc h dn unJ i vided uniform c ommunity. Lut once t he wa lls 

wer e J o ~ ~ or ce t he J a t e s bar ri n J e n tra ~ ce to ani ex it from 



the ~udengasse were opened, th e hith e rto reli gious Jew 

fo und himself an inte g ral ~. 1 rt o f a s o-called "secular" 

worl d ::h ich still sh owed man y o f th e sc a rs of its otvn 

tum ultu ous reli J iou s hi s tory. 7 

.• h : t ·.t ..i s tile .i e w t o d o 'l Was he to c om pa rt rn er. t a l i z e h i s 

re li '] io n - to be :a elf -r e l ig i ous i nd ha l f - secul ar? 

rr ot e st a ntis m face d wi th a si milar ~ roblem of a d ~u s t m en t 

had mJ.d e r el i J ion a matter for ue i nrl ivi d ual soul , had 

s u ~ju : a t cd t ~ e &u t hority of t he Ch urch to t he will of t he 

state , b ut could t~e JeW d o t he S 3~e , t h e ve W to horn 

Ju d a ism wa s t he wc ll-s pri qr of al l li fe ,p1; t ~e To r ah a .. 
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c or stitution prescr i b i ng al l ~ is 1ctio ns? Just ho w ~uch of 

t r a d i t i o n c o u rl b c h a r m o n i z c ri \':i t i1 t lt e , o i e r n s p i r i t 

. ithou t do i ng v io leP ce to th , t tr arl iti on? ~xa ctly w~1 t is 

r e ! i 3 i on , w ha t J u cJ a i s m , i n i t s e s s e 11 c e '( \nd un l erl yin g a ll 

these ques tio ns was t he ha r d a ri d bruta l f a c t t ha t the Jew 
>'~ ~ .• .;• . .. ., 

1\'ho tenaciously obeye d al l o f th e Torah 's i TJ Junctio ns d i d 

no t ea t a s well as t he one i.h o s ur rendereJ t hose of the 

comman dmer t s that confl icted wit h his econom ic ~ u rs uits. 

T h e m a n y a n s '' e r s .J i v e n t o t h e s e I> r e s s i n J . u c. s t i o n s b y t h e 

rcl i ~ ious le ders o f th e fay f ocus ed - in t he be J i nn i • J at 

le a s t - up or t wo o p~ os ite und m u t u ~ ll y e ~clus i v e po i n ts of 

v i ew . Unc , offe red ~ y t he f ound e r s o f :he re f or m ~ov e 1en t, 

affir'lle 'i ,_ co ; res s i ve reve l a ti on an: ~ ro, • osed to .t i s ti ll a 

s ~ iritu al r e l i 2 i osi t y f r om t he c omµ lex o f Je wi sh ex ist en ce . 
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The ot he r, l a t er known a s neo- o rthodoxy, proclai med the 

To rah as revea led law and a i med to pr ese rve f or mode r n 

times tr ~dit io n al Je . ish life in its ent irety. In 

1r octice , of course , neit her view prevailed . OrthoJoxy 

never s uc ceeded in b rr i nJ t he i nroads o f European c ultur e , 

and r efo r m faileJ in e li minating ertirely Jelish ritual and 

custom , so that, ultimately, both extremes had to be 

mod ified, and ~ t hird school , conse rvativism, a com prom i se 

between the t 1. o mat.le its a pµ earance . But i n the early 

~ i ne t e en th Century these dia metric~lly opp osin g ~hil o sophies 

of Jud aism were expoand ed , wit:1 t he •ruestio n o f t he Torah~s 
" 

revelat ion as tue pr ime po int o f their d iv e r ge nce • 

.:iolomon l'le ssner '.1elJ wit h t nose 1\'11 0 wanted to see as much 

as poss i b 1 e of tr J ·I i ti on a l J e ,,. i s h 1 i f e an i l' r i c t ic e 

r e t a i 11 e d • II e b e 1 i e v e d t h • t ,,. h i 1 e J u d a i s m a c c o r ti e d .v i t h 

reason it w . s ~r i rn arily a revealed reliJion µ resentin ~ a 

body of r e vealed le gisl a tio n ie 1.1,ind i 1 .1 st ri ct obedience . 

To p ro~ ote t he accep ta nc e o f his view he ~aJ to 1erform 

~ l o ~ b i c t a s k : he ~ad to est ab l is h th e reasonableness of 

the Je \. is!t reli ·J i or> -i · 1 its ·:1cco r l i t l1 .;e r ma1; kul tur and 

t i1 c ! err a n d s o f t 1 e 1.1 e r ma n s t a t e . n•J i1e h;iJ to a ttack 

t .1o se 1L10 i.- roclai me ':i Judais m e s s en tially reaso n a 11 d s µirit 

.1nd , ierce , p ro posed m::t JOr mo t.i i f icatiOllS of Je\d Sh jiractite . 
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The Keasonab lenes s of Judaism an d t he Jew's Loy a lty to the 

:.i ta te 

Th e Torah, as a d ivi ne ly revealed code o f le : i s lation , 

constitutes t he ~ ucl eus of ~ l es sner's ~ 1 ilosop hy of 

JUd di sm . All of hi s ex nortations revolve about t he La w, 

all ~ o bac k to it, al l flo w from it . All of hi s 

aJmonit ion s derive their Justification f rom his belief in 

the Torah i S the embodiment o f Jivine ~il l as revealed to 

~oses an J t h r ough him to l s rael . I n establishin~ th e 

reason a bility of the Je~ i sh reli ~ io n , t he r efore , ~less n er ' s 

1ri,ary tas k is to dem or st r ate , by reaso n , t ~e Ui vine 

1J thorshi p o f t ie La w. 

!Ji s ar gumen t s are sirn 1 le in ;,; , i n t 1e ma i n , :1ave r ec ourse 

to the La w it ... elf .nJ ti1e ev i d e i.c e off e red in :.i ~r i 1 1 tu re. 

IJ e f i n d s :1 i s f i r s t 11 r o o f i n t h e o p e n , IJ u b l i c p r om u 1 g a t i o n 

of t he Torah"f'·)h; '~A.. )O~ / Y;rf. ,-0(::J. . 11 t he peop le 

heard t 11 c v o i c e of Go . I an d we c :n not .1 i s put e t he testimony 

of the ma sses , 

".\11 the Israelites werf' eye - wit nes se s to the 
~ i viny of the Law ; in t he presence of all d i d 
the lleavenly Law .J iver speak to .loses . T<le 
r estles s conte~po r aries of loses , consideri 1g 
di 1 t 11c otiler re fi roac :1es t!ley ueaµ eJ u,., on 
t n e i r J ea d er , w o u 1 d s u re l y :1 a v e 1 i s i' u t e d t he 
J i vi re .. uthorshi p of t he Law .1ad not they 
t hemselves be en . itnesses to t il e de velation • • • 
Ve t, as often as Moses refer r ed to til e 
revela tio n - ~nd ne did so f r equently , 



precisely because he spoke to eye-witnesses -
no one dd red dis µ ute h i m •• • The ~ ublic g ivi ng 
of the La w i s b he strongest proof of its 
God ly ori\Jin . " 
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l o re e vi de nce is provided uy the ch a racter of the Law itself. 

No mortal, without he ave n ly accord, \\ Ould Jave dared s a y 

~\'Int Mo s es s aid. How coulJ a mil have s et t he !J Ur.itive 

prov i sion of b . rrer. ness f or violatio ns of ~arria u e Law? 

(Lev . 20) il o1'I coul d a ma.A ha v e pred icte<i rai n a nd rl ew or 

h a v e t h r ea t ened t he ~ itholdin g of the s e r atural forces? 

(Le v . :!6 ~ Ue ut. 11) Jow c ou lJ a liJl hav e rul ed a ::il! 'mitah 

ye <l r a ri:I •t the s a me tirne iave n ro'l!i s e '1 t h:i 1 P i e nro <i uce 

o f th e s i xth year woul rl s u f f i ce for thr e P ~ore ye a r s ~ r til 

t 'te ne w Train rnul "' li e h 'lt:V PSte..t 'I' (Lev. 25 , 20 - 22) tlow 

coul d a mortal ria v e i ns titut e d t he w:'i t er t es t of 1rl ultery 

... here dro p l e ts o f i den ti cal J i1:uid wo u l d le t e r mi ne li f e or 

d eath an d ev en a ssu r e fertility '' ( ~ u m . 27- 28 ) .l ow coul d a 

nor t a l hd ve J•r e sume d to c om.n a nd alJ mer ca pab l e o f be a rin g 

a r m s to I e a v e :1 o r.i e a n i he a rt h t it r e• t i n e s a ye a r • t o ~ ether 

.. itn t h e dari 1" :1 1 r e d i ct i or. t ha t " no ma n S'1all cove t thy 

1d nd wh e n thou uo e s t u p to a µ ,i e ar before t he Lo r d t hy liod 

t J ree ti mes a year " ? (Ex . J~. l3 - L4 ) No. J os e s c omma nd ed 

al l th e s e la w:. ~; e t. u s e t .1c h' or J o f ~od .'l s or h i s li ps. 

. o mo r t a l l a w J i v er ,, o u 1 d :t a v e r i s k e tf 1 i f e a n I h on or , w o u 1 d 

n.1ve jeop irdized a la li or i ously c o ns truc t e d la w co <i e ith 

bo ld u tterances wh ich cou l d s o re a d ily be proven or 

d is proven! 
9 Gol w i s t >i e r eal Law J iver 1r ·l not Moses . 



79 

Jo reover, - ~lessner po ints out, - the Scri p tures 

fre ~ uently record t ha t ~o ses hesi tat ed in answerin~ 

q uestions of t ~e Law. ~ga in and a ga in J oses is re ~ orted as 

Sdying to those 11· ho make in t uiry of him: ":itay th1t I miJht 

hea r wh a t the Lord wi ll command concern i rg you." Ha d ~oses 

hi mse lf created the Law wo ul d he h 1ve wave r ed in ~ ivin g 

ans wer! Again, had Joses a nd not Go d · een ~ iver of the 

L aw , why d i d ~oses not appo int his own son s as his 

successors? Fina lly, accord i ; J lo t 11e rertate ur.h, :ilose s 

wa s nxious to ente r t he iloly Land ; 1>: hy then , if he wa s 

real ly a law unto himself , d i:J he n ot s .., eed Is r ae l's 

I- r o g r e s s t .1 r o u J h t he de s e r t , ;. ;1 y d i d h e 11 av e to p l e J 1 , a " d 

pl ead in vain for per :'ljssion to ej t er t ae yea r ned - for land 

f . l 10 o promise 

., t i 1 1 f u r t h e r I' r o o f o i t !1 e 'f o r a h ' s J i v i n e o r i J i n i s 

I' r of i d e d by t i1 e f a c t t h "' t i t w a s m d rot a i n e d t ~ r o u J h 

ce n turies or .i e, i sh persecution. "The L3: llwa ys w1s 1 nd 

i s p t' 1 c l i c e r1 f a i l h f u ] l y l i 1 ] I ' 1 i s y c r y 1 'l y - i 0 I i II j ~ II :i J 

tr ~ l"S fjl'.eSS i OnS 0 ,. roce r t y e ars '"l ~ J •P }) h e diSTftQlfdfde" 

~ o h uman p r od uct c o u 11 ave s u r v i v e •I t h i s 1 o n J , "o h u rn an 

1 a 1' .. o u l '1 h a v e b e e n k e p t i r i t s ;:> c o p 1 e ~ a ·i be e n e x p o s e d t o 

cons ta n t suff e rir q a r '1 torture. 11 F i r1l ly , i r t he Torah is 

the p ro .::l uct o f h uma r reason <.1r rl n ot. t .1e o r rl of ~od , why 

is it that r. o ot he r law :i iver :i romu l•Ja te-1 1 .'.> i milar cor1e . 

·•hat man car i n vent on ce , he c Jn i 1 ve n t a.Ja in. " Uut the 



thou ghts o f Go~ a r e not the th oughts of men , neither are 

Iii s wa ys our ways; they are abov e us , even as the hea vers 

J re hi ghe r t h i n the ea rth." 12 

tless ner concl udes, the r efore, that the Je, livi ng in 

ilOd ern, "en.ii:Jntened" times need not he s itate to heed the 

Torah ' s i njuncti ons . Be l ief i n it s J ivine a ut hor ship has 
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been ~ coven reds onable. Ubed ience to its law s , t he refore , 

also accords with reaso n. And , by ex te ns io n , s i nce 

da bb inic Ljterature me rely elucidates Sc r ip tural text a nd 

s er ves to its clearer urd e rstand i n3 , even obed ience to 

r3 bJ:- i nic co"lmln in cn ts d oes :· ot c orf lic t idt n t l1e 1ole rn 

s, irit of en 1 i Jht en:ier t.13 

Je , i sh i ol k\'Ja ys Osraels Yolks thu e nlicbkeiten), t h;\t is, 

lore , a ll tne man y t hi ng s w ~1ch ~a rk JeKs a s a d istinctive 

J rou p , ou 1 ht not to be s urre ~d ere~ ei ther . l lessner av e rs 

that they too were e njoined :-i y uo I throu ry !t our sa ~ es , -- nd 

tha T t heir ne]lect con ~ titutes rev ol t 3 J ai ~ s t t he Je ity, 

. 1 . f . f l l . ., 1 4 t ne 1 uc ic µro an:it 1or o i s 1t arie . Nor is th e 

ohse rv a nce of the se cu.>toms i n cor flict .: it n li f e i n a 

turo r e an c o111::iu 1 it y ; t here i s no t • i :"lj i :i t ue "'l 11 Jern :>p irit 

"' .ic l• de,a nd s un ifor :i ity . ~it h out 1if ie r ences life is 

l ull; th e ce c a n be no r hythm with >nly one bea t; there can 

be no na r ~o ny with only one lone , an I t he most be 1utifu l 

o f p ictures i s d l wJy s i n 3 r ich varie ty o r colors: 



"That 1V h jch disUn yuishes one 1 rou p f rom 
; nother , t he d iversity ard v ~ riety, is 
necess i ry, i s na tural, is - as ~endelsohn 
has ~ i fe ad y tau ght - oce o f t ~c s ~ ices of 
l .i fe." ::> 

T 1i ~ does not me Jn that ~!ess ner pro poses a volu nt a ry 
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seg r egatio n for Jews . On t he co 1 t rary , he ur ges t h3t they 

i ntc rm i n~le i t h ot~er ~ a nd learn fr o~ them: 

"To be s ure ••• we should le a rn f r om e veryone . 
' .. '10 is a i. i se man - he ":h o le r ns from 
eve ry body.' On e mus t t ~ ke t he lg od a nJ tr ue 

...f rom hewever one c al' find it." 
r ,- ..- . ( 

J;uJ 1._/1._. / ._...,,.) t~ I ...., r: J-;-; 1 .. ..,~e "';)/I ::> - " :. na tev e r God 

crened, He c r ea ted in il i s hon or ." t.:: ach people on earth 

w 1 :; •J i v en c er ta i n adv a n ta IJ es a n d l > r i v i 1 e :J e 11 w '1 i c h .,. er c 

len ied t o others • "each na ti on has its tJJ rticular vi rtue , 

. · .. 1ich \\' e .> ho ul d d iscover, val ue , an.I 3CCC J.o' t . " 17 

l lessner f a voreJ t ne i nclusion of secular s ubJects in t he 

c urri c ul a o f Jewish 3chools . rle feels that the stuJ y of 

oer !l :.i n ia :-: JUdJe :.n .. li t e r'iture, of scie nce anrl o f a rt 

ou Jlll to IJe md ie ar i r te ~ ral 1 'l rt o :· eve ry J ewi sh c .dl i's 

'.! .1 u c a t i o n • u u t mo r e t h a n t :1 a t , :.i I' rl h e r e I 1 e ~ s n e r p re s a J e s 

the nesS3 Je o f 3 am so~ J a fael Hi rsc h : 

t h e J e 1\1 o u J ii t l o I e ;i r n J o o l ,1n r n e r s f r o r:i II i ~ n o n - J e id s h 

• h 1. l a ne lJ uor. 

"L e a rn sc i e nce fro 'll others , le 1rr ar t, but 
le arn a lso ~oJest c ond uc t • •• an rl , wit l 
1 • 1 r t i c u 1 a r r e r e r e 11 c e t o o •· 3 h i i 11 t h e . I o u s e 
of uotJ , t ios e ho are not used to it , mi :ih t 
well le 1r n outer d i sc i plin e a n ~ d ecorum ." 

.... 
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Loy a lty to t he Jewish r e li ~ ion and to t he J e wi s h iroup a nd 

it s ways in no wa y cl a she~ with love o nd se rviee of 

co untry: 

" A true de voti on to t he fait h of Israe l i s i n 
~erfect ha rmony wit h devo ti on to t he s t a t e ; 
we can be faithful su bjects o f t he one without 
ne ~ l ectin g or be i n J unfaithful to t he ot he r; 
~ e can ~ e a r th e unif or m of c itizensh i p w it ~o ut 
d i :;c ·irdin g t he 1d1ite fij'' clean Sabba th 
g arme nts o r J uda i sm . " 

As a matter o f fact only a ~ lsraelite c a n be a good 

c it izen . Je wi s h hi s t o ry proves co r c lus ively th •t t he ve r y 

Je~s w~ o ~ere mos t co nstan t i n t hei r r e li J i on , who of fered 

t hems e 1 v es w i 11 i n J 1 y t o th e s e r v i c e o f t 1 r i r j1 e o v l e a n d 

t r.e ir \jod , we r e t he ones :m o se rv ed t 1e i r k in J .ini count r y 

bes t. (.,I o r d e c a i , l o y a 1 i n ii s a • I n c r e n c e lo t It e s e c , n d 

c o ram 1 n d m e n t , r e f u s e d t o b o \J h e f o r c ll a rn a n , y e t h e s a v e d t h e 

life of bts kin 1.l Co nver sely , Jewish his tory sho ~s that 

t 11ose ~ho h a t ~ ·~ t .te Jew s arrl so11Jh l t he ir .J est ruc ti on we r e , 

a t t he same tirie , t 'ie '"los t d •n·J e rous er.em ies of t heir 

coun try . (ila .. 1an not only wa 1. t e 1 l t o de st roy t he Jews , he 
,., 0 

p lott ed to us ur p th e th r one . )-

J e , .. i s h l a w •n a k es a 1 1 e J i a n c e l o k i 11 1 tJ ci c our tr y l he h i 1 hes t 

riuty o f ma n . It t eac'les fear o r Gor <ni un <1ues ti onin g 

ob e j i e ,, c e t o . Ii s •• i 11 , a n ! on I y ti c who f ca r :; Go ' ca n tr u 1 y 

fear h i s k i n tJ . Uut ev en mor e i m '.• Ort ~ nt, t he Tora h 

spec i f i ca 11 y e n J o i ns co re s t an c y 1 n ! "' i r. 1J 1 e 11 es s of he a rt to 

Fa t nerla r d an ~ r ul er ; 



"It (t he Torah} c a ll s t ~ e king the Annointed 
of God , t he very i ma ge or t he Heavenly 
Father ••• it prohi bits t i e c ~r s in 9 of th e 
king even in one's h e ~ rt • •• it plac e s Goj and 
King on an equal level by rulir ~: "My son, 
fear thou t he Lord a nd t he King a r d meddl e 
not w i th t 11 em· th a t are :i i v en t o c .1 an g e • " 1 t 
com~a nds us to pray for t he ki ng ' s welfare, 
••• t o ma k e t h e f o 11 ow i,~ ~ l e s s i r: ti \\° h e n e v e r 
'"e see him: ' Pr a ised br He 1.ho imparted of 
His Glo ry to another .' It e ven teach es us 
to r e~a id each off icia l of the hing as a 
king." 2 
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Conse quent ly, th e J ew wh o te 1c he s hi.:; child t t1c love of God 

a nd the \\'1 y:. of tllP. Torah pr oves hi s J O O • faith to hi s 

n . tive country 1nJ its ruler . "J e wi sh e1 uc ~ ti o n is the 

:i i ,nes t se rvic e of Lhe 
' ) ) 

s t a te." '-

l' 1essri er waxe s exuber a nt in ex pres s in J h i s own f eel in gs of 

f i Je lity t o ~er m an y a nd hi s Jove f o r its hi n ~ an~ Em peror: 

'' d a i 1 1 n I t n r e e t i m e s h a i 1 t o t 1 e b r- 1 o v e d 
f r i e d r i c h .• i l 1 e l m I I I , T h e .~ r 'l c i o u s k i n g , 
t he ; us t lni sweet f 3 t ier o h is count r y! 
I a i l to hi 'Tl n ti .1 1 i J t o 1ti " fat 11 e rl y 
r ep r e ~ ent1t iv e , th e chief l Jmi n i s trator 
Qf ou r ~ rovi n ce, the hniqht FJ ot we ll ••• 
Hail to a ll t 11c 11 r1i se11 o rt ny :i r' f'li"' i st r ato cs 

• 1 .I n >J a11r1 ruler s o f OLtr an ·· · -

l nd eeJ , a Jew who J..ee j):. f it h h' llh h i.:. r eli 9 i o. a11 

n 1 i 11 t a i n "' t n c .. ~a y ,, o I 11 i ::. 1 e o J, l e J s 1 o ya l t o t 1 e ~ t t e 

an d s t an us i 11 e rf ec t 111 r :no ny \dt :1 the " en ii '.} hten e cl" 

tem pe r o f t 11 e ti rne s . 
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Opp o s i t ion to rte f o r m 

com;d r i so n of lles s n e r ' s ser~ons in de:e n se o · Ju Ja i sm ' s 

m o J e r n i t y 1 : d t 11 c J e 1v ' s 1 o y .; 1 t y t o t h e s t ;i t e 1· i t h t :-i o s e 

d i d tribe s which he d i r ecte d ag~ i n s t r efo r mers anJ t h e i r 

in 11 o v a tion s off e r s a s tr ang e :> t u J y i n co11 tr H t . I n vo i c i ng 

h i :. op JJ o s i t i o n to re f o r :n , I ' 1 e s s n e r s e e ms t o .1 a v e f o r ·1 o t t e n 

a 1 :nos t e ve r y t 1 i n g 11 e sa i d 1\' hen a ff i r m i n J l Ii c "r e as o '' a b i 1 i t y " 

o f t 11 e .i e '" i s h r e 1 i .; i o n • 1'\ o t t 11 a t .1 c e v e r co n t ra l i ct s 

h i in s e 1 f ; l> u t i n h i s lJ o 1 e :n i c s a IJ a i i. s t t he L.e i t ~ e i :. t a n 

ent ir el y 1. e 11 no t e i s ;, Oun ded . tter e , f .d t .1 i s extol l ed a t 

t 111: ex i; e n s e o ; r ea :> o n , t he cJ 1 n >J e r s o r t o" .11 u c ii .. cc u 1 a r 

e ti u c a t i o n a r e .; t r e ::. s e d , e v e n t h e .i e 1v ' .; 1 o y a 1 t y t o t n e s t a t e 

i s J 1mi t ed by t i ll. l e ma nds of ilb r eli.j i o u s li fe . ~ 4 

~li on ' s .; hd r e o · PJe::. s ne r ' s wri t i n~ a~ a i n .; t r~for~ i s 

d t vo t ed to an at t a ck o n i t s JcJdcrs . ~pf d r e 1. t 1 y , 1 less n e r 

h J a 1 e d t •1 e m J :i d t Ii e i r " i r r e s p o n s i h i l i t y " f o r t 11 e i n n o v a t i o n s 

i n .ie ~ i ;, 1 µ r ac t i ce . il e fa i l c ,i t o r e-i!ize d 1 t t.1e advocates 

o r r e f o r rn IV e r e •11 e r e 1 y J u :. t i f y i n J c 1 , n J e .; w 11 i c h 1 'i d ! ! e n 

Jcc d jcs , :i t .1 c motki 11g , , ~ ••. ich .. ere t :ic l i rect o ut r o .ths 

of t he .. ., i r i tu a 1 u 11 res l o f l " ~ t i "!' <: .i • 1 le .. sner likens t~e 

.. µokes ·11en of r ef or m Lo L .ic i3aa l - " .... r sh i pper s o f El ij ah ' s t i 111 e 

,; 11 o ~ t an cJ ./Y~ 'Yo- 'X I Y and kn o 1: no l • :1 e r e to t ur n , "ha 1 f 

"od , .1a l f Uaa l ; ha lf s y n._; o .; ue , ha l f c h u r ch ••• t ne y k n o w 
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ne i t he r wh3L th ey a r e nor what t he y wa r t t o be " . l t a not he r 

t i me !l e comp re s t hem t.o the se r pen t wh o sed uce d .\d 1m a "d 

c. ve . Ile .;arn s tha t the ir g l ib t on gue s and sed uct ive 

mi s r e pr esen tati ons will br i ng a bout th e d ownf a l l o f 

25 J ud a i sm . He dep r ec a te s t hem as hy poc rit es ho cal l 

tn em se l ves " e nl 1J h t ened a rii . el l - l e r ne d" , wh e n 1he )' h .J ve 

no k nowl edg e at all . They s e em i n t ell i ~e n t, bec a us e t ne y 

a re s hrewd rn J a r t .r u 1 , :; u t i n r e a 1 i t y t he y are · 1 u i t e 

i~ n o r a nt a nd l azy . 26 

11 i'. o I\' a d a y s , w i t h r e f e r e n c e t o t h e r e l i j i o u s , 
we 11 e ar no t n i n <J bu t a c r i t i c i s m of '" ii j t i s , 
a mock in J an J bel i t t li n ~ o ~ t dd l i ch me r its 
ve ne r a tio n ; and ye t, a l l tnes e v i e ws ar e not 
t he c onse ~u e nc e o: i ns i J h t 1 J c a r efu l 
exami na ti on , t hey a r e r o t t he re s ul t of 
s ea rc h in g e rud i t i on; Mo st o f t he c r it i cs or e 
l azy ,J e o,.. 1 e \': :1 o !\ 1.~ o .~ :i e i t h e r t :1 r o u J h s t u J y 

11 2 
7 

n or t .1 r o u '] h pr _ c t l c e t :1 ·1 t 1. h i c h t ll e y c e n s u re • 

The r ef or me r s a r e I ! o t to be tr us t e d , r o m 3 t t er !Io 1·: s e r i o us 

t ht> ir co untera nce a1 .. l ho 1. 1r 111 t'1e ton t> o f t l10 ir voi ce . 

1 h e y a r e ri o u b 1 y -i a r J e r o u s b e c a u s e ": :1 ; t t h e y s ::i y c o · t 'i i n s a n 

aJm i x t ur e o f J OOJ Jn .i e vi l , of t r u t h a·1 .1 fals e ho ori , i rd 

r oth i ng i s a s ba d a;; a 
'J6 1a lf - tr u th . - They 1 r e , r rob ab l y , 

v o •I ' s m e s s e 11 ~I e r s o f e v i 1 s e n t t o t e s t t 11 e 1 o y a l t y o f t h e 

2 9 J eh·s . 

1u r n inJ fr om t nis torr e nt of br oad i n v c~ t i v ve t o mor e 

~pec i f ic c ri ti c ism, Pl es s ner re s e~ ts . f i r s t a nJ fo r emos t . 

c 11anve i n v.o r s :1i µ s er vi ce , I ot 11 i n 1ut er fo r m, tlz. . , ba re 

:1 e a d s , a r t i f i c i a l J e c o r u m • em : l o y ·1 e n t o f , u s i c a 1 
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instruments JU.C,.., .rnd i n inner con te nt, that is, the willful 

revi s ion of traditional pr ayers. 

Tha t the use of the organ and ot he r musical ins tru ments is 

s tr ictly prohibi ted ~y law needs no elaboration . The non -

we a rin y o f hats, the robe of the "r Hb bi", th e r emoval of 

the Bimah from the middle to t he fro n t o f the p ray er hal l, 

are all violat ion s of tr ad ition. They 3re an i mitat ion of 

t :i e ~ n r i s t i a n w a y ; t hey r c :' res e n t a r. a s s i m i 1 a t i o " o f t h e 

worst , not o f the be tter e l em er t s of ou r env iron men t; and 

they gain for us only t J e con t emp t o r the pe op le e a pe 

J I f -' . 30 1n w1o s e avor we so ues1re . 

T t• e a r t i f i c i a 1 a t t em p t s t o "d i : n i f y " t h e s e r v i c e i r n o w l y 

c on tri bute to tne hea uty a id e nJoymert of wor s hip . Onfthe 

t:ontrary, t1ey st i f l e t he Jew' s no tural way of e xµre ss in g 

il is d evotion to uod . T!1e r e a . e .iewi sh <n ys o f 1!oi 11g ti1i ngs; 

J 11 J t 11 ere a re C h r i s t i a n w a y s o "' I o i 11 r t I; i n g s • Th e n o n - .i e w 

shows hi s resµect : y r emovin g h is ha t; the Je w hono r s GoJ by 

kee~iny it on. Th e n or -J eK s it s r i ~ idly in bi s pew or kneel s 

O!'I co:nmand ; t .1e .ie1\1 •J iv es f r ee r e i Jn t o h is emot i ons an d 

11oves :1 is en t i r e l, oJ y in ,,•ors :1ip . o one ca n sa y that one 

of thes e ways is p r o ~ e r a n ! tn e other is r ot, t~ to ne of 

t ;1 e i.' • y" i s ! i J 11 i f ie I a n 1 t ;, c ot he r i s not • !3 o th are 

. to pe r an 1 r~ oth are r 1 i ~ n i fi e d , t..i t th e Jew J oes t .1i nJ S the 

..Je .. ish .. ay . 



"True worship, whe ther ex , ressi n~ s orr ow or 
JOY, should bf a lively phy s ical reaction to 
one ' s e~ot io n . To proh ibit s uch natural 
mo vene n t s (sbockl ' n) wU ch br ea k fo rth 
unwittin g ly i n prayer woul ~ ~ean e it he r to 
se t artificial ba rri ers o f r e s tra int to 
de voted prayer ••• a nd th a t i s s omet hin ~ we 
shoul d not do, or , i f we i'fo r ot •.:ar t to 
~ • 'r: \{ \~'-
sa&r1s~y t he ges ture at t he ex .•erse o f 
de vot ion, i t ex pec t s of us somet hi ng we 
Cl nnot do. Fo r who c1n wit hsta nd the s t o r m 
of li ve ly emotion?"3l 

ln matter s of r e li g io n . 111 l aws a r I a l l cus t oms a r e of 

e qua l value a r d i mpo rt an ce . s ha s been obs e rved be fore , 

I les~ne r s tr esses th a t t ne f ol kway s which t ~ c r ef orme r s 

co ns i der ma r J iial t o .Juda is m are an i r t egra l µa rt of our 

r e 1 i ,, i o u s 1 i f e • T i1 e y t o ,, , t o J e t n e r \\' i t :1 a l 1 t h e 

.litzvos we r e :::011111arded by ~0 11 to .. los es ml t hro uJh hi 11 t o 

o u r s :i J es a n J o n t o u s , a n J t .1 e i r l r 1 n s •J r es s i on i s a s 
'\ 2 s£:r i ous as ... v i o ldt i on o f o · ~ o f t he Ter Co, , ::in , ents . " 

. o i t' n o v a t i o n \: 1 a t e v e r c a r1 11 e C' o u n t e n a r c e d , f o r a c 11 a n J e 

o r. a 11 y o r.: l e v e l o f v c t" i s h I i f e i l l ' r i r. ,I c h a n J e s i n t :1 e 

to ta l structure i 11 c1uJ i ~~ it s es ~ ert ial c ore of be lief. 

f i1 e r e f o rm e r s p r o c 1 a i ;:i l ,, a t ., u d a i s m i s a r f> I i I i o r o f 
• J [ , , I 1 . .. 

a c t i 0 ti • t h a t a t i t s e s s e n c e i t rl em 1 n ri s e l II j <: a I h e '1 a v i 0 r • 

..; u t i s t i1 e r c ,, u ch a 1 :1 i n "'1 as mo r a 1 j t y · i t '1 ou t re l i j i o us 

-J:...i..C-~ '( l f c o u r s e • o t ! • 

The r e i s ro more.I ity exce p t t he • or ·I of t he Torah. \ 
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vi o l a L i on on t he J eve 1 of 1: r a c t: c e - a " y v i o 1 a t i or. , ev e n a 

n iru t e one - iJl hri r J ci u ou t a col l ,. se o f 1·: ha t r e ro r me r s 

t 11 e .n s e 1 v e s r e g a r J a s t h e c o r e o f J u cl a i s m - m o r a 1 i t y • 



"Only tho se c on greg an ts ~ ho serve God 1nd are 
una f fect ed by t he t emper of t he times, only 
they ser ve i lso hu ma nity d nd d o good; t hose 
who bea r the yoke o f reli J ious d uties, bea r 
a ls o ~ it h love ••• the obli g a tions of morality . 
" h o 1J i v e s a 1 ms t o a lJ , ii om e b o r n a n d s t r a n g e r 
a like ? from ~ h os e d oor d oes no porter chase 
a I\' 3 y t :1 e r e e cl y ? .. h o c a n a J w a y s b e a p p r o a c It e d 
and never tires o f do in g g ood? ~ho invites 
t he hung ry to his t a ble J rd ~ oes not hes it 1 t e 
to p l ace th em nex t to tn e tender membe r s o f 
h i s f ..! mi 1 y? ••• (,, n l y t he I s r a e I i t e ·rho s up" or ts 
t he syn a g o •J ue d t h h i s 11 res enc e a rid with hi s 
money . Al ways and ever , unto a l l e t e r ~ ity, 

virtue and morality revolve a bout ~od - fea ri rg 
11 e •~ •\ h o s e d o or s a r e 1 e v e r 1 o c k e _l L o t h e 
s tr any er; he r eas the " ithJrawn, so-called 
'enli j ht ened ' man or ly tl rely ~ d m its th e r oo r 
into h i ., presenc e "ii' l s . ti sf i es all li is 
cha r itahle deeds ~ ith sca nt g i f t Lo the 
co n\} reg . t ion t o :-. lch he be l o r g s ... 3 3 

t:.ven more repre it e:1sible t 11a n cii ::i t?J i n~J ou t er f orm i s t he 
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reformers ' att em p t t o al ter t ne c o n te r t o f pr aye r. ~les sn e r 

r em i r d s 11 i s 1 1 s t ere rs t h i t t he J e .. i sh 1>r ayer ho •> k i s t ii e 

p ro 1, erty of a l l Israel, ari I tn a t it l-' rovi d es t ~1e Jrea test 

§ ! i n~ le fo rc e for u1 ity amo : J t~e uew s of t he world . "A 

c on y r e ~ at ion i n t he l auds o f t he ; or t h i ole 1d .t r ess es tile 

s a r.i e ,, o r d s t o ~ o-l J s d o e s i c o r. ·.l e .; a t i on a t t h e ..; o u t h l o 1 e • " 

Th e ;- r ay e r :· o o k ii. ~ es r o i: c o -. rn on a i .11 , or co nm on at titude , 

Cor c o~ on soul ar l he a r t, s o t ha t its ~ illful a lt e ration 

by a ny one ] rou p is a t , r e a t to t ~ e urity o f all or ~ewry. 34 

1 11e tr .! ) itional p rayer ') ook con vd ns i n c o., c i se f or m a id 

·'II J s t er f u l , l u c i "1 s t y 1 e a 1 1 t :1 a t 'll tr. r. o u ! d ~ s k o f ..J o•I • "1 t 

i s r e a ~ .l n a b l e , a c , 1111 p e 11 J i u :n o r h u ., n •r a r t s i '' l c c o r d , .. i t h 

e n l i .. h t e 11 n en t. •• an i i es e r v es n e i t 11 e r t o be r em o v e el r o r to be 

d efo r med by ch an JeS or ~ i sme~ h er ~en t."35 

... 



The a ttempts o f reforme r s to render tra d i t ion al pr 3yers 

i nto Ge r ma n translation is absurd. .i hile it is true that 
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p r ayer i n any l i ng udge is acce p t abl e to God . and also t ha t 

m j n y ., e w s n o 1 o n g e r u n d e r s t a ' d a e b r e \\' p r o p e rl y , t r a "" s l a t i o n s 

of traJ itio~al prayers ca n onl y re s ult i n a J i s tortio n o f 

t he ir real me a nin J . "Our 1 r a yer book was writt er in t he 

1.1 11 .;; u a g e o f t h e do 1 y .v r i t , 3. n I t h u s i t b e c a m e a H o 1 y .\' r i t , 

as iL were. and must be ur derstoo d in 3 li ke manner . " Tie 

Hebrew lan~ u a g e a lo ne is t he l a~v u aJ e of J r aye r: it is tne 

rea l lan-J uage of t he s oul ; it a lo1 e is able to a r ous e t he 

true a nJ ~u re fee l i nvs of J ev otio n aP
1 to J iv e t~ese 

f 
. . . . 36 ee1 1n gs app ro pri ate ex pression . 

1 11 th e process o: s uorte 1. i r :1 t .1e se r v i -:: e, t ~ e refor'lle rs 

ha ve d i sca r ded muc h th a t i s val ua b le . There is no re a so n , 

f or i r st 1nce, why liyuti m s ho•l d be omi tted . ~as t e r r i ece s 

o f .le or e ;..· poetry, t he y he l i: us t o i i st i n 1ui sll or e hol i ".l ay 

i co m ri otile r , t '1e y te acB us muc 11 t 1a 1 i s i nqs 1 e ns a hle 

to .. arJ a t ro . e r urJe rsta nJ i r;g of 

t 11 e y c ons ti tut c t n e 1 e" rt "' cei t e: of s ;~ aJoJ a i so nJ .
3 7 

·· ~H is t.1ere ony exc use for el i •11i n'l t i r~ t.1 c £eco .. J I J) of 

c J8 
• 

. . t: f o r , e r s a : c e 1 t i i: e 1 y t o o .1 u c 11 c 0 1 c c t r. e J " i l .1 t i e c o n f o r t 

o: t .... i r aJ he r c11 ts . ln f c t - so ' ~ es s - er e l!, ldSizes -

r efo r m sc e ~ s lo be r o t h i~ ~ b ut a r ~ l i J io n o f co r vei i en c e 

c . t e r i r J t o t ,, e l o 1•. i.: s l i ~ i t s i o i 1 o ;,· e r s a ,.. ' t' a 11 r, e r i n J t 1 em . 

.... 
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Judaism is not foe the l azy . It de mands sacrifice. ttlf one 

wan ted to sh u n e veryt h in <.J t h • t is dif f icult, one wo ultl have 

to tnrow over tile e ntire structure of Jewish law and ilivine 

. ..39 
se r vice . 

l 1 e s s n er c J s t i ;, a t e s t. .1 e ref or rn e r s f or s u r r e r d e r i n n s o 

li~ntly and Ri thout comvulsion t he law f or r 1ose loyal 

obs e rv an ce th ou sands upon t.ho us J nds of .ie .. s wer e slau .i hte r ed . 

ul ore 
-.~ c..110.llu~t.~ 

irn p orta n t,f\t heir aythoril)' to 'Tl:i ke t hose c han ·;i es . 

" The t' o et s · ho c om posed J e ·" i s 11 i i tu r g y 3 I" d the ra h b i s of 

o 1 d .,. h o i n t e r p r e t e d t. h e La 1v • e re Tl o o r d i '' a r y in e n • " T h e y 

1\lere bOd -i r.s1, ir ed - i n toxicated by t ile l.. r owle.J ve o r U1e 

i.J i v i n e • J o t :1 e r e f o r me r s t h • k t h a t t h e y t h e m s e l v e s :} r e 

more i ~ telli g ent, more l e a r ~ ed, more de servin g o f Jivine 

. . . h bl ') 40 l n s p i r a t i o n t • a n o u r v e r e r a e a •~ c e s t o r s 1\' e re r 

say that Jewisit tr adi ti on is old-fash i oned , out mod e d ; it is 

h i y h t i m e t n , t t i1 e y 1 e a r n L o r e v e r e a r ti 11 o t t o rt e s l i s e t h a t 

w h i c h i s .1 j n de d d o \\' n fr om fl e 1: e r a t i o rr s pa s t , 

"Let us no t b e ashamed of t 1e old ••• Let no t 
our law be in~er ior to i u s eums o f a ntiqu es 
for wh ic h we J ive u p tr e asu re s. iur e Jy o n ly 
t he i Jn Or 3n ce o f comm on ~eo~le c an J ive 
JJ rec e Jen c e ov e r t i .:i e - ho t1 ore .! t11 e o r i es l o L l e 
<; r ee1· 1ds tl o m o f i m~ atur ity t hat is 
a p pro, iri o te o r ly to a .J oy , t h ou .,h its fdlse 
J litte r :;ial..es it :-o :Htractiv~ 1 t o t 1e 1;:ir in 
t he c ircle o f t he u1 le a r ned . " ' 
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1 V . T!it:OLObY .!\NJ I !IILCSOl 11Y OF' J U!>.U S ,\I 

• lesl>ne r was not a p hi l osopher . :~ \ r .:as :-i e a t heolo g ian . 

!le c re a t e I no n e w thoug h t . ~e i t!l e r Ji il he o ffe r a 

Je t hodical p re s entatio n o f l octrin a l belief . This 1oes n ot 

ne an , .101\'e ver , th .J t he wa s wi t hout a d efinite l'>' Ot: l d view of 

h i s ow n . i\ n i h is s ermons - i f n ot i n co r cise ar d 

con tin u o u s fo rm , t h er at le . s t i• t he i r l o t::ility - r evea l a 

cors i s tent a nd c o mp rehe 11 sive c o n ce p t o f t he orl <i ;i nd of 

Judaism. 

Tneoloy ic al ly , IJess re r held J p os itio n ve c y muc h a ki n t o 

l •ld t of nis Cl) tem p or.1ry, .::>:ifTIS011 1(afae J Hrsch . Je 

l1 e li 1. ved lHblical - faln ut.l i c ... uJ a is m lo be i ns e pdra bl e , 

re v e aled , a 11 ii i nv ioldte , th e fou1; tai : of 1 11:.ol ute tr ut h . 

111 n i s rel i ~ ious J octrines a re r aw r. from th e r'- JCS of t he 

u i h 1 e a 11 J o f ·~ .J b b i r i c Li t er a tu re . ~ I' y a tt em p t to Ji ve a 

t .1 o r o u ~1 h 1, res en t a t i o ll o f 11 i s • o gm a t i c , e t .1 i ca l a 1 J r i t u a l 

J oc tri nes . o ,dd be ta 1. tamo .•n t lo r e c ors tructi og J e1:i :..1 

·1 ,1e o 1 o J y, a 11 i m 1, o s l> i o le J 11 rl u r rece s s ~ r y task • I • t he 

.ol l o. i r J l 3J e s , t 1er e ior e , 1:e wi l l l i mit our se l ve s to 3 1i 

e , , n ,, i t i o n o f t o s e o f l i s t .1 e o J o '.J i c a l v i e w s w h i c '1 '.l r e 

, r J.. e ti a s c 11 a r J c t e r i s t i c b y c o r. s t a ri t re J e t i t i o" i n n i s 

se r mo ns . 
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God 

I n .: re s tli n~ with the central no!:J lem o f theolo gy. t tte God 

c oncept, l l es sner e vi nc e s a st ron g iis t as te for 1·hilosophica l 

a ~ec u latio n . Apparent ly he sha red h i ne t ee nth Ce n tury 

n omd n ticis m' s co n t emp t for tnc i deas ard met hods of t he 

, e .. t o n i a n .~o r 1 d • II e i' r o c J Ji ·,.; a f ra n k 3 u ;1 e r "a t u r a l i s m, a 

IJe J i ef i n a transc en den t Jeity ·· ho r e ve a ls .H :lSe1f t .tr ou ~ h 

r d t u r e , t 11 r o u .J h .1 i s p r o µ he t s , a n I t .1 r o u J h t h e La w • 

.• o t t 11at !lcs sner r cJec t .; r e;; :> o n e r ti r e ly . d i s .ltl .? mj• ts to 

ro ve Ju 1 a i s ~ -: o n so 1 a !'I t : i t ·1 t 1 P. r a t i o r. a 1 t e ;it' e r o ~ t he 

- n l i Jll t e nm e n t n3ve 1l r ca1y be er. n ot C' i .
1 . Io 1·; e v c r , ii e f l' c I s 

s tr o n,Jly t h ::it a cce 1d. ance u ,rnn fa it h .nu.;t ,•rec e ·ie r=1 t i onal 

co,; r. i t i on a r i , t 1 e re i ore , t .1a 1 1 n . l o so 11 il y i s t o he 

s u bJu g ated t o Lheolo J y . 

" r\ f e '" 'ii o 1.1 en t _, i n t he p r es en c e o f ..i o I , t e a c h 
u s r.l o r e , a r e mo r e hol esomc :u I h : nef i cial 
t ha n a t •I o u s a r I ye • r s i r t 11 e r 1 t u r a l l> c h o o l 
of l i fe a nJ i nvesti gat i on. T~ er e o ne g rieves, 
;; pends s l eep less n i ~n t s at 0 1 e .:; desk , passes 
day s i n t he lecture hal l ~ o f p h ilo ~ o ; ny , 
,, or ks - ofter i r a ;' r e n z y a : rl u r t i 1 t> n e 
wea ri e~ - over i nnume r a h1 e b ook s a r1 st iil 
nn~ i s never wise , on e:! t 1rows ovf?r on t 11e 
m o r r ow ,, II 'j t o n e u u i 1 d s t o d a y , o 1 e m a r k s o n l y 
t .1 e ex t er ior f o r mu tion of t lin 3 s or reco'.)nizes 
t he e s . e nce of h ut ~ few irre le v an t ma tt e r s ••• 
l o \ e ve r, 'i1 ome r t 1> s p en t i r t he t rue p re sence of 
t 1c Ji v ine, ua v e a mo n ot o • y- s :i a tteri n:J !• O l~e r 
.11! ch b lasts t he ~ o us e o f ca .1. is - t n e systems 

o f t r i f 1 e s a rd e r r o r s : n r l o • e l e ·i r n s r. o ~ on l y 
in quant it y, hut ma tt ers of im r ort 1nc e . tt-
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nd even when re ason d oes lea d to kno wledge of God , it 

results i n a cold, d ry, heartless acceptance of the ~eity ; 

whi lst t he man who builds on f aith has a hea rt f or ~od, is 

mo ved by hi s love for Him and s e rv es Hi m willingly a nd with 

"I n his s oul t here is cor.tinuous r aptu re an d 
bliss a 11d j urin g Jivi n. e service and s tudy he 
flames into a mi Jh ty f ire of ent h usias~ . .. 3 

~ evelation is tne bedrock of a ll bel i ef . God leives 

we ll-marked traces which attest to !!is ex i s t e11ce ar' 1~~ ich 

t e 11 ·ii s w i 11. 

~a lure offers primary anJ over whel mi ng pr oof of God's 

Ue i ng . Its lovel i nes s, i ts be~ uty, t he ~ iracles of i row t ~ 

a nd co ntinuous re b irt h unm ist a kably show God' s d::ind . I n 

·~ ords re - echoin g the tl1ou 1ht an .I .11 tch i n'.l t he poeUc ,> 0:·1er 

o f t he 1\ om an l i c: I tie a l i s t s , l 1 es s n er ex c l a i t:i s : 

" ,Jere (in ~ ature) \~ e J ehold a n al l- pe rv:t d i n J 
power in the l if e t ha t 1wa kens from the 
chrysalis, in t ne bud th 1t is sn oot.in~ up , 
yea, i n every sproutin g blade of ~ rass. The 
red-hued mou n tain reflectir :J tne ·1ol den rays 
o f t h e v er n a 1 s u n , t h e ·n i .1 h t y w a t e r s s u r ') i n g 
f orth from t ~e icy , iro n honris of ] laciers , 
bo th br in g to our hear ts a r e h or~ 
consciousn e ss o f t he J i v i ne..A) 1t:> /'Y 1

7' ~ ~ rlis 
voice ro::ir s ove r r a 1i n 9 1.,ra ters; JU~ ' -:-."'ft • He 
iv e aks i n th e mi J hty , h oo~ in g c r a sh of~ 
t h u n .J e r : 1.3:) :::i '-> (, l • fl e s l' e a k s .. !1 e r e l h e 
soarin~ lark c omes i nto .:. i ~ h t from its lo fty 
n e i J It ts ! l:. v en t here i s !l e a r .i tI1 e vo i ce of 
voJ J"4 

~ev e lation o f n ture i s r e -i r forcerl by t he testimony of 

pr ophets, me n , de .:. e rv in .1 beca us e of t 1ei t: 1>ie ty and 
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de votion , to whom bod s peak s d irectly. \ ctuall y God wou ld 

\ il l in g ly r e veal Hi ms elf to each a nd every one o f us: hut, 

bec a use o f our s ins, we d o no t mer it lli s f a vor . 

~ c v e rt h el es s, t he a t t es t a ti on o f o t he r s c a n l ea ~ us to a 

kno·d ed ge o f God . " e cannot d oubt t he i r word . The 

c ons t an t r e .li zati on o f t he ir r.rop hec i e s ass ur es us of t ~e 

Ji vi ne or•y in o f t he ir me ss 11e . 5 

!or ~J e ssner , the J ivi n~ of t he Law a t ~ina i w 1 ~ t ~ c 

Keve l a ti on par e xc e llence . ':) ') I/' 1.JI /{ v r o v i d e s h i m w i t h 

the mos t s i gn i f ic an t pro o f of God ' s ex i s tenc e . 

"Th e 9 ivin 3 of t he Law t ~ u Jh t f ir s t anrl 
fo remo s t t ne e~ i s t ence o f ~ od . At ~inai , 
wh o co ul j d~ v e do ubt ed t he real it y of t he 
.Ji J11es t tle i nJ? vne 11e~ r d , one saw , onP. 
wa s affri ~ hte rl ind , t t ~e same ti ~e 
enchan t ed by t ld .> l of t y ap par i t i on • . !ha t 
t housand - year - lonJ s tud y had t lu g ht 
i nco heren tl y 'lnr1 i ncor.vi11c i r.1J l y , 1YaS 

t 3 u ~h t mos t c lea r l y an~ u n 1en i ~ hly in one 
s i n •J 1 e m o, 1 e 11 t : n . 1 m e 1 y , t h ::: t t :i e r e i s a 
God ."0 

tj cfo r e .:> i1n i, ~o·J Cll u l:i o nly be fou r d t •. r ou ~ !t n-l tu r e ar I , 

11ence, wa s r ec o-;; n iz ed onl y :;is a \j od iJl na t ure • .\ t ;:i i na i, 

lie c jll ed Hi ms elf the t; o d o f I s r a el an rl r evea l ed li :nse lf 

a.> t ne mas t e r of t ~r a n iv e rsc , c µ , Je or ~ ir ec t in J 

ra ture ' s fo r cf>S t o ) ui t ll i s ·· i l l • 

.. ha t does u1e Tor ah r e vea l ed a t $in a i te! l us conce r r: i :i') 

'-' O•U Fi rs t of a ll , i t ~caches us t ha t \iorl i s l> ne , t ha t He 

is t he a uth or o f the Norl d a nd a ll li fe , and t ha t He 

~n~ i na t es the uni ve r s e, mov i nJ men ar.~ na tio ns t o s uit His 



will an~ purpo s e. ~ l e ssner de pracates t he att e mpts o f 

n i s torian s to de scri be t he s t o ry o f mank i nd in te rms o f 

1 t tural cau s ation . 

" All t hat modern histori a n s ha ve been a b l e to 
ac .tieve , i s t he µ re s entati on o i pa rtly 
und e r s tood, µart!y mi s u nder s tood e ver t s , a 
me re r ep orting o f facts whose c a us e an d inn e r 
relati o n s hip they fail to •1ra sp . " 

b od ' s fing er i n !li s tory i s evi Jen t; tf i s clomin a f!ce ov e r 

pe o p le !'i c 1n not /J e cu ai lenJed . 
7 
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.1o r e o v e r, t; oll ' s i n t e re s t i s n c t r e s tri c t ed t o t lte we lf a re 

of .. dn1Jle 1.a ti o ns or to human ity a t 1a r Je . rfe i s ve ry 

muc h c onc e rned wi t h i nrl i vi Jua l s o u ls; t ne i i ie o f eve ry 

in 3 n i ., u n d e r ti i s c o n s t a n t s u !1 e r v i s i o n • Th e f a c t t 'I t t 1: e 

, or l d was cre J ted in si x !'fays , c o c 1~ s iv e ly e., t 3 hl i s he s 

1· a rti c ul ar t r l)vi d eoce • • lad Gori ' .; i •1 t Pr e s t i ,., ma " heen 

o n l y .uomer. t 1r y , de ou i ·l .1- v c ro r mel'f t 1e orl I :. i t h t''le 

. c t . T11c 1.rog 1.. es s i v e manoe r o c r e , t i on i nrl i c'it es t h J t 

1.JoJ has a p la n a nd 1Ju r pose f o r til e u n iver s e ; a 1.J t 11 i s 

Jiv in e des i.Jn ass ur es e a ch man t il e c o n t in ue •! i n t e r e s t of 

tn c al l- µo;- e rful, all- lrn o1dn '.J , a ll- 100J He in J .
8 

.i us t ,,11at uo j in t en ds , we c J nnot J.. now. .!i s t '1o UJ tll S a r e 

not o ur s , ne J t lle r a r e d i s w3y.; o ur 1Ja ys . .tan c a n o n l }' 

s t a fld , .s ., a s i l en t aweJ ob ser v e r. .1 1vev e r - fH ess ne r 

3 s . ur e~ us - ~e ca n he certa i n Lhat i n it s Ci na lexec uti on , 

v tl J ' .s p l a n wi l l be J us t ,rn 1 ben ef i ce n t a n•I. 

uod ' :; 1, uq , o s e i l l, ever.t ual l y p r e v a il. Y_fe 1 
-J 

l n t .1e en d , al l 1•. iJ l :Je u nde r sto od , aJl ·.- i l l 

f ur t h e r, t ha t 
,... 1 
l.J ~ 'l ;J3 f ' O 

9 
he c le Jr . 

• 
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Man 

T II e kn o .d e d ge of Go d t !tr o u ~ h r eve l a t i on h c l p s u s t o 

J iscover man a rd to u n ravel t he myste rie s o f his na ture . 

. e v e l a t i o n Jl l a c e s ma n a t t he p i r111 a c l e o • c r e a t i o n , 3 t t It e 

s u rn :n i t o f G o .1 ' s e n d e a v o r • I t !J r o c l a i m s it i m a f r e e m o r a l 

age nt , 11os se s sin 9 li mit.le s:. poteri ti a liti es for J OO d a il j f or 

· 1 10 e vi • 

1 lessne r se e ;, no co . f li c t i.l e t wee n \Ile i d ea o r trovi 1ence 

a n J t .1 e d o c t r i n e o c f ree ·' i 11 • (.jod ' s f o r eknowleJge i n no 

way ~ampe r s the freedom of m3n ' s act i on . As a ma tt er of 

f 1 c t , ~ o d w a n t s .n • n l o s h a k e o f f t h c s h a c k l e s o f r a t u r a l 

fo rc es in ord e r t o h P. co,ne !H s co - ·· o r ke r i n t 11e con tinu o u s 

~ roce ss o t creat i o n . .!an i s to be l r. e e !...t..o..m nat ure i n 

orde r to be free .!Ju. Jod . 

"uu r act i ons a r e i r ee , almo s l spon t aneo u :. , cl11d 

t h c l e s s t hey a r e b o u n d h y t n c ;1 r e •I e s t i r J t i o n s 
of .; o J , t he r.i ore J o t II e y 11 e l p i o h ri n y a b o ut 
t .1e realizati or o f .l is pld n r 

t.y s rvinJ (.joJ we ca11 1c 11i eve r e.; l f r ce1om , ;; n I b y 

stIU JJ lirJ f o e i nne r f r e et o~ . I
. 11 

e s e rv r- 1 i s 1. 11 r pose • 

.jt :t f r eed o m o ;· t .1e . ill co.ne s l hc i ne vit al. l t. rol" flict 

~ c t~ccn oorl ~~'. e v il . l l e :." ri er " tresses ; .1 r f 1 ct t 11 ·1 t 

we do n<t . . 1a r e Lne c o n victio r o f o t ilc r re l i 1 iou s ra it hs 

... 11 o i1 o l j ma n t o l> e i 1 n a t e 1 y e v i l , . h o r e ~ a r .J t h e 

I' U I i f i C a t i 0 !l 0 f \ 11 C S 0 U 1 a S I l J 0 t S ., • i I' l 3 S k i '1 } i f C • True 
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eno ugh, man is nat ur all y i nc lined t o ev il, his pass i ons lead 

him as tray; but hi s so ul came pur e fro m God , an! man 's 

primary func tion is to keep hi s s oul ' ~ e rl i f ice un t arnishe4. 

Li f e may be coan., a r e d t o a battlef ie ld a nd ma n to a warrior 

ehga ged i n cons tant st ru yg l e a ~a inst t he enemi es - d rinkin g , 

~d~b lin g , dPd sens ua lity - crea ted hy n i s pass i ons .
12 

T her e arc t wo ty pes o f s in. One ty pe - ~l es sner cal ls t hem 

"r.a tural" - occ ur s \\'h e n ma n , ,,, e 1k i n f le s h, s uccumbs to h is 

Jes ires . The oth e r ki nJ o f s in , call e d "unnatural" , 

c ons i s t s i n a ill f ul, i mp ud e n t tr ansdress i on o f ~od ' s 

i nj unctions . In e it her c'1 s e , voJ's ,.. un i shme r. l i s s •. i f t a nd 
13 

Jus t; lie ne t c s out a penalty t o s uit the off ense . 

vccas i ona ll y , t ~e c i gh teous s uff er evil . vo : . an t s to test 

t1cm; He r t s 1 0 t ech t ne:n t.1~ t .Ie is 10 he s erve1 i n 

so rro " as 1.•e Jl as lr na p; i 1ess , t .1 a t 1le i s 1 0 he 1>ra ised 

f or e vil dS we ll as f or iood . :>y cnlu ri r.g pJin , mor e over, 

1 1e ri J hteous serve t .1 e •. orld; .Jo i:! d e a l s more le ni en tl y 

d tn o t 11e r s be cd us e of them ; a r d t he i r r e wa r d i s a , sur ed 

i II t 11 e '1 C r e a f l e r • } 4 

... od 1li .nse l f is t ne J u tho r o f evi l. l 11 s 0 r a r J s 1·. e c l r. k n 0 \\' 

Ii .. 
1

ur ,.. oses , lie sends s i n t o t est arJ t emp t ma n , 3nJ , 
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The r e i s good in every evil. Ind eed , we cou l d ~ot we ll ye t 

a lon .J wit hout t he y..,'i) ">j 1 • tl oweve r, we c an ex trac t th e 

JOod f r om t he ev il by bri d l in g our in ord i na te des ires , by 

t. nank i nu God 1>:1 0 sa ti sf ie s ou r 1.an ts , by sa nc tifyin 'J th e 

enJoyment o f our pass ions with ap ~ r opri a t e bless i ng . an~ 

by pees eve ri rJ in our e f fo rt s to s hake off t he yoke of 

pass i on. Thus ca n t he pit falls of ev il be avo i ded . 16 

Toe way of r epen t an c e i i opPn t o all ar d a t 111 ti ~e s . It 

cons i s t s , i ir s t. an~ r o r c~o s t, i n a ~ urif i ca ti on of t ne 

so ul , i 11 t he resto r ation o f it s p r i s t ine slate t!l r ou •J h the 

f irm re s ol ve to s in r o more . 

" l.i!ern isherl is l ite 1eart ot" 1nar f ro 11 ti e I y s 
of it. s yo uth; it i s t ~e .f 1 t of his a p ~etit e s 
a n d (J a s s i o n s ••• i n or I e r t o r e 1 e '' o u r s I v e s 
b e f o r e '1 o d , ,.., e m u ., t t a k e ti e e d l o 1 !I.It i f y o u r 
hea rt, t ha t is , no l onJer ~ u i t ~ e Jus t f or 
t h e t :1 • u s 1 n d e a r t II l y f o I 1 i e s Ii c h J r e s o 
to t a l ly unneces s a r y to t~ e rre serv a ti on of 
:n a n 0 r f 0 r h i ~ . I a :I I i n e S S • " 

~ o n f e s s i o n i s n e s s e n t i a 1 p .1 r t o f t Ji e , r o c e s s o f 

r e 1, en t 1 n c e ; a r d , ' he re a s i n iv a s c on .n i t t e d I y 1 u r t i n.; a 

f el l ow n~ n . , ro~er rc ;:, t itut ion must be maJ e . ~ome f orm of 

Sd Cr i fice - fds t i :1J , o r 1 ray in ~ , or t 1e ~ i v i n 1 u of 

c<:r tdin 1 leJ su r e s - ::.ho u l 1 accomp<tn y u tone ·11 e .. 1t to ietke it 

c o r:i µ l e t e • 1-· u r t h e r r.i o r e , , P. r s 11 • u 1 .1 1 e 11 e a c :1 o t .1 e r t o 

r epe nt - JU St as t.ie y ou J h t 10 I ee1• each ot .1e r from sin -

t :r oulj h .. e n tl e re pri'lla nrl 3 1' ' ! ·l " " I ex 3rnp l e . Fu ll 

r !! pen t a n c e ~ l o n e c , n a v e rt t :1 e e v i l ci e c r e e • J e l a y i r t 1 i s 

i s r • 1 d 1 • T n t i m c i !\ s 11 o r t • 'I h e i! a y o •• •1 u tl ll n e n t i s n e a r • 
1 1 
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To ~le s s ner, on e o f ma n ' s maJor t J s ks i s t he ov e r com i n~ o f 

ev il i n h1 ~s e l f a~d i n o t her s . I n s trivi ng t ow3rd 

i nd ivi d ual a nd .: orl d perfe ction, Go ci l e nds n 1n a s u ppo rt ing 

r1a11 J a 1 d J ives ll i.n t '.1 e ass u r a r1 c e t :1 a l i s end e avo r .. are 1•o t 

in va in . . I owe v e r • i.; o :1 ' s I'- l e s s i n n c om e s o n 1 y t o t 11 o s e · · h o 

rea lly wna t it ; . h o prove t he ger u i n e ress of the ir 1e si r e 

by loy a l c o-oper a tion ~ it h t ' e Qi vine. Just as i n t il e 

1' h y s i c a l ,,. or l d God ' s j i f t s o f ·.1 r o ~\" t h , n l I i f c r e \! u i re huma n 

ef fort - t he 11 ! 3 r t must be NJ t e r e d: t lle c h i ld mu s t be fed -

so t oo , sp i r itual .1 r owth an rl . el l -be i n'.J come only if i\' e 

o r J.. 1\litn lio 1l ; i f we rl o 1\'h a t e v e r i s i n ou r 1 01.er 10 lo , i f \\·e 

rec o '.J 11 i z e u o d ' s 11 el i ;; n ·I 'J i v e 1 Ii 11 J r a t e f u i rec o •.1 1 i t i on • In 

t ~ is serse we c a n p l ace u nfaltc ri nJ t r us t i n l i rn 1nJ i n t he 

even tu a l f ul f i ll.-:ient of •ti s 
. 16 

, r o11 1 se . 

1.1at ,11 ich se t s 111r. hove all o t .1er e~r t :tly crc •tures at'i 

Ji ces him on hi .. ,, eJestal as d rJ or creati nr , is t .1e 

.> cul • \ f l a J me r t of t ,, e .Ji v i re I i f e, t 11 e so u l i s t i, e 

v it a1i~ i ng fo rce cf :1 Ul_ r. l if e . I t e :.11 o : i e s t . , e s . i r i 1 u J 1 

1r t o rian , i 11cl 11li1 .1 i i s (' Ors r crcc , 1i s e101 i o n , lr •I 

i s c r e :i 1 i v e 1 b i l i t y i 11 t 1 1 . o r l .! o f i J e a s J n ' i n t :1 e o r 1 d 

of art . l 
. ~ J . . . 19 

t i s ..J r ..JS l, ect 01 I 1e iv 1 n e r e11 o r r 1 r ,,, • 

~1n ' s Joly is tdc vessel o f .h e so ul .1 I as s uch gai r s 

Sd Cli l y . I n ;i c t , t 11e b oiy 1·1:. fas11 i o11 e cl i n t 11c f o r rn of 

so u l. 

·• T n e c v ~ res s i o n A )'J u s e d i n t •1 e s t o r y o i 
c r ea ti on , "esi.i t..i ted f o r ., , o u t e r s tr uc t:ire . 



The ex 1 ) ress io n.,/l / Jl~ w hic h i s al so em p loyed 
there, refer s to t he i n ne r ~ u al ity o ! ma n . 
l n h i s a tt r i b utes , h i s i nn er be i r g , ~a n 
stands as an i m; u e ( ..11/f".9) of ~od ; i n h i s 
ou ter fo r m, • •• man is t11e pr.J or t he o uter 
cop,y

11
; l t ne . od y is J i n i sense , a shad ow 

{ I JJ ) o f t i e i 11 n e r b e i r y , c o r r e s p o n i i 11 y 
to it , an d s i mil a r ly Jiv ine; it is t he 
f orm "n i ch t ne s~ i rit of God assumes hen 
ite ap pe ars t o ma n . " 
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T.1e uo<iy , t hen , i s .dso of God and 11 US t b e ~ u a rded z e alous l y . 

~.ean 1 . es s of t :1e b ody i s til e f) Jr tl lel of 1· urity of the so ui.
20 

1 le s sner neve r misse s an opport u n it y Lo urg e r e ; ula r ba t hir.J , 

t ue wash i n g o f il .rn d s ar '. fee t, the 1. reventio n o f exi-o s ure 

to · i se : se . I n e f f e c t , :1 e 1 i f t s c a r e o i t .h' · o i y t o t It e 

J e vel ol Ji v i ne s e rvi ce , mak i r ! t, o•Jily clea n li n ess t :1e .a.i.DA 

f I . 2 1 
J..JL1 JUl.ll o w o r s 11 p • 

I l e s s n e r a f f i r rn s '1 i ; !) e J i e f i !I t h " i m 'Tl o r t 'l l i t y o f t '1 c i.. "u 1,, 

a c onv i c t i on 1.n ir h hP ba sed - a .:o 1; 1s t o e e · 1 e r. t e d - 11ot 011 

1 11 i lo s oph i cal s 1 e culatio r :., u1 01· .i :> fa i th i r I ro vi t.l erice . 

A e J ' s e r ts l 11 u l 0 J y t 0 s ( I• 0 II 0 J l I " ~ 0 t l 1 • t I . i f e l 0 

Le ":!e r e a cc i c.I er t c ·. n Io u h t i n a 11 e r e :i r t e r . J e ;:. t h s e l s n o 

end io life ; it i s ut ;i , or t a l t o i mmo rt al ble5sed 

e x i s t ence ; for t n e uo d . o ~av e u s t '1<> soul cer t ainly Jo es 

ot ~a~ t it to 1 erish. 

"The 1; i o u s , iioJ - fed:j rJ .1 rn ••• f eels no s t 
s t r o 1 J 1 y •• • l 11 J t t.. : 1 e .. o u l o f .1 J n , t •1 e po e r s 
o f t ti <> c; ;· i r i t per v •I i r 1 '1 i '" , ·-: 1 i c !1 "1 or c 
t il 1r nyt h i rg e ls e are l ir ,,. ct e mana t i on 
o f t '1 C' 1 re n t 1~ o r 1 I s ;' i r i t o f ~ o 1 , c a n n o t 
1 o s .. i dy ceas e o r be ·ic s troyeu . Go d 
Hi "l s el f h rea th ed i 1 t o , .J n th P hrea l h of 
l i fe • .l e: aacl e t .i e s o ul 1n l cre J t e J t he 
sp i rit ,\ 1i c .1 ,i ells i n n an. I s ay , 1e •:· tio 



r ecognize s his s ou l a s th e ema n a~~~n of God 
c an not tr e mble for t he future ••• 

Tue c o nvi c ti o n of i mmortality i s f urt her buttres se d by a 
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s t udy of na ture. One s ea s on f ol lows a r o t he r i n neve r e nd i ng 

cy c le ; e ac h s,.i r i n:J 1d t. nesse s a resurgence of r la nt and 

ni mal li fe . I mm or tality, t he ref or e , ap pe a r s as an 

i n t r i ns i c part o f t :1 e Ji vi n e order o f t 11 i 11 gs • 
2 3 

Tue c onc e pti on of u life he r e a f t e r sa t isfie s a n i nce ss an t, 

ea rn est cr ci vi n ~ i n man a nd s e1·ves a s a ,.or:er f ul i ncen tive 

lo r ob l e cord uct. l;;n we ll k u o w s t ha t h o v: ne liv e s o r. -
e J rt h wi l l de t e r min e t he r a t ur e of J i s fterl i f e wit h Jod . 

" .1la n , you a r e i mm or t a 1 ; th e r e i s a II i ·l !l e r 
wor ld •• • : oc e da y you r s ~ i r it wi l l s oa r 
a lo f t t riu mph 1ntly ••• a nJ the more be a ut i f ull y 
you liv e he re on eart h , t he Mor e be . uti f ul , t he 
mo r e -J lo ri ous., t he 1nor e bl i s s f ul i l l be your 
li fe on h i ~ h ." 2 4 

The Tor ah 

.. : a n , i n 11 i s :> t r i v i 1 •] t o c a r r y i 1 t o a <: t u 1 J i t y t h e J i v i r e 

1 
1 Jn , r. e ed s ,1 u i la 1, c e . 1: r toe i 1 I , i f I e fl to i t s e l f , w o u 1 d 

s o o n 1. rod u c e ii ope 1 es s c o 1 f u s i on c o 1 c e r 11 i n 9 r i J !t t a 1? l 1\'t' or ·) • 

1l u :n n i t y • t h c r ef ore , r e •: u i res a I aw !1 • c 11 "' i 1 l c :1 a rt i t s 

c o u r s e ; an j i t s t a n d s i n 1 , e e d o f a t eac h er h o {: i 11 ex p o u nd 

t h t Ja" . The c omm u r ity o f I s r ae l i s cha r ged ~ it b t he t as k 

o f t e a ch i nJ mank i nrl to se ek th e ~ o o d . !h r To r ah pe r fo r ms a 

·! ou b l e [ u r c ti on : it s 'll oral 1e ss a ')e l i r e r. t s m3r 1 1 0 1 J t he 
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p~ thwa y s or t he Uivine: an d it s d i st i nc tiv e ce remo nia l law 

~ ar ks I s rael as a pe o p le es peci ~l ly consecrated to God . 

T 11 e Tor a h - s o fee 1 s 1· l es s n e r - r ep re s en t s t he I• r i m a r y 

~ ou r ce of a ll moral i ty. Th e concep t o r God ' s fa t he rhood, 

reve J led i n l J ~ . pl aces u ~ on man t he ohl i Ja li on to t reat 

:1i s fel l ow .>s _ b ro ther • .:>e rvir.e to othe r s i s t ne es se nce , 

l •' e 11 u i nt essence o f Ji vi n e 3 er v i ce . \ ~ o r al l ife is the 

~ ,J e c i a ! t a s k o f I s r a e l "' i t h o u t t\' h i c h a l l h i :> ;J r a y e r 1 r' d 

. . 25 r it ual are ~ean 1 r.g l ess . 

11essner asser t s wi th c e rt a i n ty th~t t 1er t c a n be no ~ora l i ty 

Ai t hou t re li 3 i on . ~an ' s et icaJ a s p ir at i o ~ s a re no t s e lf-

~en erati n g , sel f- ev i d e nt; there is r o ult i Ma tely ratio na l 

b 1sis ro r them . b y f act o r h i s1ory , t ~e -i o ra l p r i r c i rles 

the .or l d u p.10Jtis 11e re f irst for'll ul He:l •Y t ne l aw J ivers 

1n.J J1ro 1d1ets of l s r ~e l a 1 ! ~,.e t '1e irect c on s e1,Jence of 

"La\\' J i v e rs a II I f 0 u ll d e r s 0 r r c 1 i .I i 0 a s I\' II i c h 
c i ::i e i r• t o be i r y d t a l 1 t e r t , :n e , t a u " :1 t t he 
\\'O r l d nothi n ; r. ew 1. i th t.1 e i r ... o r al t e 1c :linJs , 
they me r e ly r epeate d lit e rally, t n<! tesc .ii 'J 
of ~lo s a i c La "' . " 

lt is no t unr eason:so l e, there fo r e , to ass u ~e . t h 1t only 

t i1rou•Jh the fai th .,h i ch gave the rn b irt h can e t n i ca l values 

r e t ct i n t 11 e i r v i t a l i t y • • e 1 i J i o n , m o r c o v e r , o f f e r s t h e 

1 1· s , • i r a t i on n e c es s a r y t o Io t le J oo d ; an i i t p rov i Je s l he 

f orce t 1_. 1 comµe ls u r ' rn1 i 1 La i ns -nan ' s fai t h i n t ile r i Jh t .
26 
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The r itual l a 1 ... s of tne :.losaic Code, as 1.ell as the 

inst itutions de vel o pe d by later generations of Jewish 

t e ~ che r s , se rv e t o J i s ti ng uish Israel f rom other a ti ons. 

These ceremon i es f urt her t he ma ir:te nance oi .1e,,1ish uni t y -

Lil e .1ew .. ll 0 cha n ts the hid d ush feels at ore .. j th eve r y o t :1 er 

Jew .~h 0 app roaches ll j s ..>a bbath t Jb le - ~ r." L .1ey i1e1 p t he J ew 

to rememb er h i s i as t. .l e 111em or an ct is t . I e bas is of J uda i sm . 

I f L 11e .1ew f or iJe ts the p.tS t, .I~ is likely t 0 l et t he t hou9h t 

o f ~od sl i p f rom n i s ~ i nd e n tirely. l 1e cercr::i un i es of t :i e 

1 o rah , pa r t i c ul a rly t he i nJu l'l ctions conce t " i l 'J ho }i jay 

oose rvances , ai·: ~ lcen t he r ememhra 1ce o f p.~ t J ories i n tile 

hea rt of every .1ew . nJ t h u s 1.eep the t h n u~ 1t o f bO.I 

• . • ~ 'G 7 
u ppe r~os t 1 n ~ • s 01rJ . 

t les s ner t ~inks ritual nece ssJ ry, al s o , b ec d use it ~ ives 

o ute r anJ c o1 c r e te exp res ~ io n to an i nne r a ~~ abs tr act 

emo ti on . The nut"ar d ac t may dct ually s timula t e t he i nne r 

fee 1 i n-;J : or it 1:1 ay 1elp to re s train over a r .l en t r eJ i J i o us 

e 1 o ti o n '" .1 i c h i s d h : ~ y s i n I a 11-:1 er of run n i n J t h e i 1 I 

J a m ~ t o r fa •1 a t i c i s m • 

" Ven erat i o n of \joJ in !> pir it is alJ im 1•orta n t , 
li ut, ·.\".le n i t ~ r ecludes o ut er .ic t s or reverence , 
i t i s Jan g er o us • It 1 e a 1 s , i f I a 1:1 to he 
f,Je r .1i tted t be ex pression , t o ~ ious i Jleness; it 
pe rmit s or e to inj u} ~ c i n wh i ms a r1 
i maJ i n::. tio r s 1: :lich .ne rit to b e calle1 , ro t a 
ve1 e r at ion , h u t 1 jl r of a r at i o11 of liod •• • The 
exe r c ise of Jivine o r ' i narc e s , s tatutes , an d 
Le a c .1 i n -J s , pr.e v en ts pi o us i I J e r es s ; i t 1 o es 
not ~ ermiL f ool i s~ JOY or s ullen s eclus ion, 
1u t kee ps us , i th al 1 .l u e ar lor f or re l i ii on , 

Oil l "le S t nrip o i nt of re>a sonah l c I' ca l :n pt U1e nce ." 
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Finall y, th e pe rformance o f ceremonies pr escribed in the 

To rah, s timul a tes ob s er~a r ce of t he moral l aw e njoi ned 

there in, by rem i nd ing us cons t an tly of our ob l i gat ions to 

our fellow men, by keepir g awake cortinu 2 l ly the des ire fo r 

a ~ ure anJ upri y ht life. ~8 

l-Jess ne r was a11.are o i t he darge rs i n heren t in ri t uals , in 

thei r te nden cy to become de voi d of s~ irit, to t ur n i nto 

mere convent i onal or traditio nal gest ur es , dnd hettoe 

us e less . He wa r ns the I srae lite to i rnb ue ceremo ~ i es with 

s pir itua l wo rth, to co upl e t ~ eir obs ~ rv ance ~ it h the tru e 

reli iJ iou s l if e , i n or de r t o i a i n t a i n t heir vi t a lity .. nd 

29 
vai ue . 

lless ne r makes s tu dy a nd teachin J t he f ir s t obli J a t ion of 

t11e Jew 1. i tll r Pl J t i or: to th e To r a h. I f th e J ew i s to nelµ 

11 um d n i t y f i n d t n e l\l a y t o t; o ci , h e m u s t a i m s e 1 f b e v e r s E' d i n 

t he Law ; and i f he i s t o hoµe f or t .1e f ulfilli;ien t of h i s 

chosen t as k, he mus t h . ms e l f i mpart hi s J..110 . led •Je to 

othe rs , espe ci~lly t o hi s c . ildren . 

" .. ithout s tuJ y, to i-•ha t puq iose t he cele bration 
i n 11 o: or of t .le J i vi r. J of the law? To w n at 
purpose a r e joicing in tile Law? nit hou t 
stuJy , to w11a t .., :.i rpos e t .1e ~ ooks of God? To 
what ,.ur µose t .1e t reasu re s o r our J i terature"c' 
1 o .Y h <1 t 11ur µose tne numero us 1,o r ks i n alJ 
branches o f ~iv i n e knowledge~ Upon t he s tu d y 
o f t n e !... a \'I ,. e s l s o u r s l r e n \.l t h I • o t i n t h e 
drea of art a11d sc i e nce , not i n branch e s o! 
in lust ry wh i ch have becom ~ the main task of 
tile I s r ae lite ; t.1 ub in the Law; t here i n r e sts 
our r eal 1-owe r."3 
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Re li g ious education is t he hi g hest way o f h onorin g God. By 

teachiny our c~ild re n Torah and by im b u in g them with a love 

for all t~i ngs Jewish , we serve t hem bes t; a ~d we serv e 

ourse lves as we lt, for it is on l y t he child \\·no k n ows t he 

l aw that knows f ilial j uty an 1 has a hea rt nobl e eno u J h to 

f ulfill t .1ese ob li gations . 

The ea rlier we s t a rt wi t h r e li g ious trai n in g , tn e bett e r . 

The i mpres s i ons ;iail ed i n c .1ildhood days cannot eas ily he 

e ra sed . -•he t he r t he child u nrfe r s t a nd s o r not i s to t ally 

i r r e l e v a n t; in later l i fe h i s rea so n wi ll suppo r t the faith 

inst i l l ed in youth. 

ahere ver ~ossi b le , t he p1 rents t h e ~sel ves ou gh t t o te ach 

their ch il d r en - t1e sof t spoken words of t he 'llo t 'le r are 

1 ore p o t en t t 11 d n the s evere r e p r i :ne n d s of the teache r . I n 

an y event, t he liv i n~ exJm v le o f the ho me c n do ~ore than 

the c.Je a •i le tt e r of th e clas sr oom . ~nv i ron :n en t i s <l ll 

i mp ort an t i n e duc ation . lt i s !)enseless to ; ive the ch il d 

d d ose oi re.liJio u s i nstr uction nil t 1e n p l Jce hi m i n an 

a t mos v he r e .. ,Ii c h ma k es i t i n poss i b l e for t II a t i n s t r u c t i on 

to flo uri sh . Tne r 1.. liJious J r ov1 th of tue ch il d can b e made 

µ ossible only by su rroun d i n ~ di m •it h t he ri 1 h t sp iritual 

c li ma te, a 11 .j i> Y setti111 th e r i 1!1t exar.i 1>l e . 

" v i a t 11 e r s , m o t h e r s , e -.I u c a t o r s , a " 1 l e a c h e r s , 
I c annot i mp r ess y ou t' l"OUJh "'' i l.11 t 'l e o h lijat i on 
to i r. st n uc t y o ur you t •t i 1. t he Law . I t is the 
!1 • 1 i es t o f y o u r J u t i es - :: u 1 r i 11 i t • • • a r. . I y o u 
~ il l r aise a b lessed 1enerat i on t ha t wil l h ri n~ 
joy to God af1 rl to men . " 
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If ~e n urture o u r ch i ld r en i n t he s µ iriL o f th e To rah, t he n 

l7od ' s p r omi s e wi ll be f ulfi l l e d : "\ nci t he i r c h i l d r e n sha ll 

be k no~n ~ mo nJ t he na ti o rs , 1 n1 t he i r o ff s p r i ng a mo rJ the 

~e op les ; all t ha t see t he~ s hal l a c k now led g e th e n th a t they 

a re t he chil d r en 1;il i ch t he Lor .J hat'1 ble s s e d . 01 3 1 

~ tu d y i ny ind tea c h i ng t he La ~ re o n l y ~e an s t o an end . 

Th e ,. i m , a r i a t t h e s a ::1 e t i me t h e c e n t r a 1 u t y o f t !1 e J e :: , 

i s o b ed i e nce t o t he La w ;"J nu : I J it s et h i c a l an rl r i tu a l 

,; e m a n d s • . • h e n " e i~ s s t u d y t ii e y a r e t h e c ii i 1 d r e r o r ~ o d : 

bu t when t hey ob se r v e t he J it z vos th e y beco~e ~ od ' s 

s ervcl11 t s , "t he bea r e r s o f s we e t 1° ur de r. . " 

l le s sne r assu ~ es h i s con1r e ga1 t s t lld l e v en t hO UJ h t he Tem ;, le 

ha::. ;; e en .J es t r o y e d a r ' Jews a re n o I\ c i t j z er s o f :'1 a r y i a n d s , 

e .. ch o f t he To c clh ' s la1,·s c , n :.t i l l ~e o bser ved . To l.J e ;) u re 

t 11e J ews no lorJ e r 11a v e a Tem 1.J e , L> ul t 11ey !1'i v e s~ n a ~1 0 J u es 

a111 i u i l ' i ngs i evo t e l 10t h~ s t u..! y o ~ th e La i .• T '1 ey have 

1• 0 ~r iests ::ho Jc.ua id t i t 11 es , :. ut t r. ey . a ve t eache r s a r· J 

s er v tt n ts o L r e l i .• i on :•: '1 o -I e 1 r. r I o 1 t he i r o n a t i o s • La •·: s 

of 1 ur i ty are n o Jon]e r ir' effect , '- u t t he i nne r be in <J , 

t.1 e s o u 1 o r t tlE' J e 1, , ~ u .s t h e II e 1> t u n t a r n i a h e d • :i 3 c r i f i c e s 

nave 11 ee n :. us 1 erded , iu t ,, rayers 1. ve he er or l~ i nei i r 

t he ir s t ead . 'fhe p i l J r i na1es c a r r o J o r 1e r t l l.e p l:i c e , 

u 1 1 1 e r e a r e f e s t i v ~ 1 s ·· ~1 i c h ct -: rn a n d c a r e f u 1 p r e p a r a t i o n • 

Th e r e i s ro ha r ve s t of f i e l d s a rt vi n ey a r j s to be t ith e d , 

Lu t ther e are p r of i t s .:i n·l i> r o ;>erti es wh i ch c ' " be sha r ed 
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.: i t h th e need y. The r e :i r e n o mo r e p r inces an d ki r~ s . bu t 

the r e ir e c omm uni ty le ad e r ~ wh o ar e l so i n neerJ of 

a l l eJ i a c ce an J :. u r~ o rt. I ndeeJ . J l o i t 1c Torah ' s 

inJ unct i o n s C J ~ be ob s er v ed . ~n t t ~ ey s ~ ' ulJ be observe~ . 

; i th Ii 1 io] e ' c e a 1 J t . i t :t z ea l • 
3 

l 

The ou ter net oi obe rl i e nce Lo t nc L a w :. 1au l 1I b e "J ccompan i ed 

~ Yan i n ner feelin J o f d evotion an ! loydlty to JoJ . . I ~ n is 

to serve t h<? J i vine not 0 1. ly wi th h i s han d :. . li ut ~ : i tn ,1 i s 

1ea rt a n 1 so ul. 1 h 1 t me .1 n s , t !1 i t m ·1 r "l u s l l o v e \j o 1 , mus t 

s t l r J i n a ,,. P o · H i m • 111 u s t :n a 1, c ,,. i 1 I i , s 3 c r i : i c e s i n ; I i s 

0 e 11 i} ( • " l n n e r !) e r v i c e o i .; J d i s d I e ri i c l t e r1 , :1 o 1 y 

I j \" ~ 0 S e t 3 JI i 0 U S f U l l ll e S 5 0 f l 11 e .le i r l o 
11 

J j 

u d s i c a 11 y , t 11 i ., i r n e r e ::i o l i o n a :1 o u J • 1 c o <' o :· J o y • 

l' le:.sne r poait s t1 ~ .• sa l mist ' .> c ry: --:, r. p-er. 
1

-: _,, ... _:.1'Y 

~, -,~ ')rJ( /,;a ., e r ve t he L o r 1 .. it 11 , la Jn es s; c ll 1c i r t o l i s 

p resence 1. i t .1 :. i 11 J i :i d) , " a s 1 r u " •I 1 1n e 1: ta 1 r i r c i 1. le of 

J td1 i sm . " eo r r o ... i :. L l e r e r i e c t i o ,. o r 1 1
1 a ti c ons c j l ri ce. 

Joy .i > t .11! m,ll: J.. o f t .1 • .1 00'.i co 11 sc i e11ce : i t i s t •c 

r. •l "I S um::i a t i o n a· 1 i i fe rie·l i cateJ .nolehei r t <>lly tot l P. 

r:. 1 r• r n a 1 • 1 1 c 1' or a ,1 re v ea l :; t h e ..; o I o f 1 s r a e 1 a s a b o :i o f 

l i 111 t a n •I o f J o v e , o f 1 r 3 c e a n o f .I o o ! , i 1 1 , a s a .., o '1 '" '1 o , 

e v c ~ i r d i s a n 1 e r • i s h -. ;; i c J 1 l y k i n .1 , " ' , .1 o re p r i •n 'i n 1 s 

t ie l s rjel i t e a .) a fa t .1 e r J o e s -: c II i 1 1 • .Jenee , the 

1 s r i c 1 i t e s ho J I :.I ca rry o J 1 t :1 e p r e c c.' ts o f t 11 c La w t\' i t h 

_,l aoJ ness a r.i -.. i t h .>0 1 J • ·· ~ od d wells n ot :Jit t he rl eJec t ed , 



the s orrow l ad en, but on l y wi t h h i m whos e in ne r be in ) i s 

f ill ed with p ious Joy ."3 4 

•ray er 
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T :1 e c om p on e n t s o f u i\r i n e s e r v i c e o u t 1 i n e d i n p r e v i o 11 s p 1 g e s 

- t h e s t r i v i n 'J t o 1·: a r :1 mo r ~ l p e r f e c t i o n , r i t u a 1 o i s e r v a 11 c e , 

t he i n ne r f e rA lin lJ o f dev oti on t o •j od - a r e s..ll c o11t.a i ned in 

pr a y e r . ~lessner r e ; a r 1s ar ti c ul ~ t e worshi p a s a "l a w o f 

na tur e" , ma n ' s r e s ponse to h is i n na t e c r .J vi nq . Ue vi e\\'S it 

a s an i nde sp e nsa bl e e leme r t o f rel i g i o n , an~ f ea l s at len ~ th 

~ i th ex a min i n J ~ r a yer ' & e ss e nc e , i ts un1er l y i nq lo ~ i c , a nd 

t. h e "· a y s i n , ,1 i c h i t c a n b e r e n J e r e .J :n o re e ! f e c t i v e • :1 o 

l· r ay e r i n t 11 e s t r i c t e r s en s e o ; t. ll e .. o r d , i s a n l' x ar es s i on 

o f ~ a n ' s t e Ld a ldres s eJ L o t h e J e ity . I t i s 1• ro pe r t a a t 

n' e n d k I? o tJ r '" i s 11 e s de p e n :j e n L o 11 \j o d , be c .::1 u .:. e l) o d 1i o s s es s e s 

e ve r y t n i n; ani is al l - p o~ e r f u l. .• e !J re 1 i s :. 11 t) J e c ts , :i e i s 

t .1P. so urce of a ll " e ha v e 3 '1•1 1) 1.:n . Joreove r, we can he 

c e r t a i n t .1 J t .. 1 a t . I e b P s t ow s u I' o r u s , ''' e !1 a v e .:} c • u i r e d 

J us tl y ; d rt rf o; ly 1. h 1 t i s ho"! e s t l y o b t a i oed c n r ea l l y r. e 

en joyed . 

" .\ s e ns e of ri ght a • I ... r or3 , ye. , e ve!' a n 
i nr.l i nc.t i on to -.J :i t -1 tllr .10 01 l i ves i n e v e r y 
rn an. t:. v e r will m1n ; 1· e f e r to 1a i n t i e 
sa t i ,JI fa ct i o n or h i s "' i s :i e c: i ., , n ·,o nes t , 
s t r a i Jrt t f o rw1 r d m ~ n n e r, r a t he r tn~n i n a 
J i s h o nes t wJy ••• when ~od 1i ve s ~ " ~ J r 3n t s 
yo ur ~ o oJ f o r tune , y o u ~a v e i t wi t h ri Jh ~ 
a nd y ou c 3 n tie 1 i '.J ht i 11 i t 1 1 J t ' 1 e no r e . " 6 
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J o reover, it is r ecessary t hat we 3r tic u la t e our desi r es . 

Inner th oughts must i nevita bly h e g iven ex p r essio n i n 

I a n 'I u a g e a n d g e s t u r e : t h e I\ o r d s o f p r a y e r a r e f i n a I r r o o f 

of ex i s tin g devotion . L ~ ng u a g e m y se rve to vi t a l ize t h ou Jh t. 

Th e man ~ho ;aays i n ll i s h e a rt, e s 11ecial ly i f he i s i n t he 

company o f t hose ho l ack ferv or, c · n eas ily be jist ur bed. 

.:>po ken p r aye r always ~~es a way alien tho uq hts. " i,1an can 

ser ve liod in l o ud p rayer a nd s o n.; f Clr h our s without c ooli ng 

in ar -i or." furt he r more , mer e thou" b L of nee d an d \•:an t take s 

li tt le effort. To merit GoJ ' s a t t e ntio n a n! fauor one mu s t 

be willi 1 J to sacri iice . liy p rayi111 a l o u I He e x e r t our sel v e s, 

1e les sen our comfo rt, a nd t h us ~ake our wo rs h i p neri tori o~s 

f L' , I t • d • 3 7 o uo u s con s 1 trst 1o n. 

To hha t does rlessner attr i t: ut e t l~c f-act t h::i t :. o f e w of our 

l' ray e r s a re a s;,· e r e •n II e s u q g e s t s t i1 a l \\' e 1 o n o t m '! e t t h e 

co nd itio ns necc :. sa ry for th e ir a ccep t a nc e . f ir s 1 , an i nner 

f e c I i n ':J o r d e v o t i o n i s r e q ui red • o ur ·, c H t s mus t be r i 1 1 e d 

,.., i t h J o y , "" i t h c o u r a •J e , •\ i t h t r u s t i n t '1 e L or ' I '' 1 o i s o u r 

f athe r a rl in Ster • . Jo re o ve r, \\'e r.J US t l>e pure Of :. OU1 and 

u pri y ht. " .'ie l\' 11 0 expect s his i rayer lo .,e ol e 1r j , mu :. t no t 

01d y be a r etJ ul a r wo r shi p;'e r , b ut a l s o a .1 ood , mo r al an I 

v irtuous ma n . 1136 AnJ our i n t en ti ons 'll US t li e pur e . .<i e 'll U S l 

n ot sec r etly i l'!. en d to ahu s e t he 1J i f t s o f li od , to utilize 

Lhcm for t he sa Lisfa c ti on of ou r ?~ ssions or in t he 

tr i ns ress i on o f t he Law. 



"The Talmud t e lls us: ' Eve ry thi e f, s t and in g 
on t h e e d g e of t i1 e p i t w :1 i c h h e h a s d u g , c a l l s 
t o God f or help . ' ..;11en µraying , we ge11erall y 
t hin k: fi r s t obtain th i s or that and t he n use 
it, not as you now promise God , hut as wi l l 
s uit your p leasure . j e pray for ch il dren and 
kno~ i n ad vance th a t we wilJ ~ eve r ra i se t hem 
i n a~~o rda nce with God ' s will , b ut r athe r in 
c o nfor~ance to our own views . ~e pr ay fo r 
r iche s and l:no~v beforehand t :1 1t ou r i r t en tion 
is no t to be able to serve Go~ without ~ or ry ••• 
but t o be free , to m ~ ke our se lve s less de?en d en t 
on God; yes, we pray t o he mo3 uls , Lo be 
en ab led to lor ci ov e r our fe llows ."39 

~ ever OU J hl we to ~s k fo r so~e t hi n J su~ern~ t ur1 l . Our 
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.,. i s hes mus t h . V E t heir bounds . To he ~ ur e, Go1 i s c ain ble 

of miracles , . u t even Hi s ·~· o nd er s a re e-.cc r c isei i n a kind 

of na tur a l order , lest t '1e unli mited e'<' - re ss i on of God ' s 

µower 11a r 11 m3 n ' s li mite1 f aculties . Th ere i s a 

super11a tural elemen t i n t he answe ri n• : or µraye r , so t ha t 

1\ r1en we le :; ire , i n add i tion , a s upr> r •1J tura l 1oal , l'Je a r e , 

i n e f r ec t , d a r i r :• ·1 ri o u b I e mi r a c l e • 4 O 

.• ne n we petition fo r o t llers our ,• r"iy e r s · i i i he !"'lo re 

re ;i J i J y r ec e i v e d ; \\ 1 <' n \ e 11 a. v e t h c . e 1 fa r e o f t h c c o 1n mu r i t y 

a t .1e ar t our 1, ords are O!thy 1 o oar t o 1 .1P t hr on e o f t11e 

. l Ln i J ht y • 

"rle who is ro t ~ens itiv e t o the mi s f ortu ne of 
o t hers does not .J isti n-.J u i s h hi'llself i r om th e 
i nse nsat e a ni m1 l whi~h fee ls no c nmp1 s sion fo r 
L P. 1; a i n o ; o L h e r s o f i t ::. k i n d ••• I n .1 •v or .J • h e 
.. h o i n :1 i s , . r a y e r i s c o . s c i o u s o f d e s p i c a b 1 e 
sel f i s hr.ess , no ex :i er i er-:es l ur i n~ l 1ose 
n o I> 1 es t mom en t " o f l i re , i •.! r i n \I \1· ors h i p , n o 
feeJi ng~ of lov e fo r ma11t in d - God ' s 11 os t 
accept a h 1 e sacri f ice - !1 r ne e rl not 1. u n j er 



about t he eff icacy of hi s 1•rayer an d s hould 
no t ask: how i s it that my ~ ish es were not 
g ranted !"41 

t. no \ l e d J e o f t he La w i s yet a n o t n er p re re q ui s i t e of 
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·acceptable p r dyer . He "ho is pe r meated with Torah or ~h o 

"'leads to Gori i mraed iately a fter s tud y is c los e to llim before 

he even o pens h i s p e titi on . 

1 e t· s ever an c e i s a 1 !> o n e c es s a r y • 1r e 11 u s t ne ver be 

iin pat ie n t; we '!l ust ne v e r tire of p r aye r. The ~ r ant i11 3 of 

our requests may be sloK i n con in ~ . ~ u1 , ul ti ~a t ely, we 

w1 11 r ~ cei ve wnat we d e sire. The c our se of ~od an J n1 t ure 

i s ne v er fast uuL alway s certa i n. 42 

l:' lessner pos it s ce rtai n ex t err.al co 1tl itio ns to be me t 

before i de a l p rayer~ 

First o f all , we o uy11t. to e xP rc i...e care i n choo!:>in v t he time 

o f ;n cl y e r • 111 o r n i n \l 1 n d e v e n i n \I h o u r s , t h e ti a y s o f r ~ s t a n d 

:· e s t i v a 1 s , ·~ l 1 J i v e m a n t 11 e J.> e a c e o f 11 i 1 ,J •· 11 i c it i s c o 11 I u c i v e 

Lo . holehea rteJ aerv ice . 

re J ul:ir place ou.;nt lo c Je;:, i ,p1ated fo r .. or , h i p . ''o t 

Lhd l ~od is no t omni- ~ rese n t, u t i ~ a u i t J i -J or a r oo~ 

or evcP a corner ded i ca t ed exGlus ively to p r :iye r, we c1 n 

Jdt ir uu r t.l OU.,ll t .:. •ilO tC r r au ily • .' r ay i n 1, tO N3 r 1 a \\" a ll is 

LJl. uy s hel p:-ul . Th e I lace o: . o rs h i p 1 U S L oe c le an , 1n J s o 

111 u .s t we ; o u r J a r me t t s :i n I o J r Ir u d i e s m u s l m a t c 11 •• h e p u r i t y 
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of our hea rt s . S tan din 1J , in p ray e r, i s µr e ferred. ..e mus t 

be alert , when we wors hi p ; b y s ittir 1 io~ ~ ~ e yielrl to 

comfort <i r. tl are i 11 da .,ger of f a lli r. g aslee p . 43 

.. e o u J h t n o t t o h e s i t a t e t o c r y 1'.'11 e n we j> r a y • Te a r s c a n 

ens ue from a f eel in ~ of J OY , no less th an f rom s orro ~ . By 

J i v i n \l f r e c v en t to o u r cm o t i o n s , 1. e "rn a a h t ha t m j ,; h t y w a 1 1 

~J ic h seµ arates ~ od an d men and . e tu rn tne key to the 

treas ureh o use o f Jivine g r ace an l mercy . i 3st i nJ i s a 

11 e lp f ul a i d t o s in ce re wo r s hi p . Uy refr a i n i n., f ro lil ea ti nJ 

,;re r. eaken our µassion s , .r .. r e1 .ch t:t e s turd iest .ea pon 

from t ~c ~ ras ? of our i nr. cr seluce r . Tie f re e mo v e~e n t of 

b o d y ( s h o k e 1 ' n ) i s st i l l a n o t h e r , v e r y "1 u c h J e \\ i s h , w a y o f 

l . f 44 r e eas 1 nJ ervor . 

J dily : r ayer is r cco:n:nenied • • 11,.1!1'lzarJ wo r sh i p .n3y flow 

fr .., m evil .1 0L iv e s a r. c .r only re:. ult i n fli '] 'lt)' it:vot i on . 

" e , u1ar it y a r I sP l f - J i sc i ,d i ne i s as i rq o rt :int i n t ds a s 

i r every c t ~er h um1n e nleavor . l f •,· e d i t [ 0 r l he .. s r i r i t 

t o mov e us" we may ... urrender t o thP t e mp t at i ons of i n lolence 

nd , u lt i'Tla t ely , cease to p ray ent ire l y . lr ::i ye r i s t h e f ood 

o f t he s o u l ; o u r i n n e r be i '' J , n o I es s t h 1 n o u r o 1 y , ne e I s 

J a i l y :. u .; t e n a 11 c e • :.: o s t i m i. o r t a r. t o f a l I , l • r a y e r i s " -;, 3 ~ i " 

ar. i 1 t ri ns ic pa r1 o: Jivire s e rvi ce; ;\ e :i rP God ' s s ubj e c ts 

3 r .: 'J •1 e n o r i J h t 1" h a t e v e r l o r e r r o r m o v r · u t i e s a t .QJLt. 

l c i sure . 4 j 
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As emphasized a bove, ~less ner i ns ist ed th at t he tr ad itional 

µ r ayer form ul as of Isra el a re to be maintained. Th ey 

cons titut e a fo r mi d a ble bond o ( uni or. , J Oin i ng u s t o our 

b r o t her s in d ll la nds • . 1ritte n i n lu c i J , bea utif ul 1le br ew , 

our pray erbo nk embod i es a l] o f man ' s wi she s . It re quests 

t he sa ti sfaction or nan ' s nigh~st nee d s , seek i n J wisdom 

and i n si g ht , gra c e 1 r:J b 1 e ~s i r g . The ale b r e 1\1 pr aye rs sh ou ld 

no t ~ e t r ans lated i~to t he ve r rac ula r. ~o one can hope t o 

r eca.Jt ur e the ir 'ilea ni nJ .:i n I s i ttn i f i carce i n ano t he r 

Ja n<:1 uaye . Th e y " e r e ~ r itt en by ~o l ~ ns~ ir e1 r oe t s an! , 

, , o t u n 1 i k e t he .J c r i p t u r es , t i1 e y a re s ac r ed an .t i n vi o l :1 t e . 4 6 

C o~m unal pra yer i s ue t te r t h n i nJ iv i <l ual ~ t<l it a t i on . Jus t 

as t 11 e hum .. 11 ..i e i 1 _, c a n no l I i v e a l o ne , ~ o ; ho u I d :1 e 1• o t 

" or s hi p 3Jo ne . Tile devo ti on o f t11 e 0 1 e Ja i ns s tr enJth 

in res ~ onse to tne a r ~ or o r t he many . Th e J r ea t er t he 

c onJreJalion t ne mute 1•tnf ou n I is t11 c r el iJ i ous 

i n s 11 i r a t i on . "Only in t he nul titu tle c1n t he i nJ i v i ..iual 

. . ,. 4 7 
J .. 1 n a .1 e , r 1 1 J • 

C o Jl e c t i v e '" o r :. h i p i :> 1 i v e n Lie ,; t ex • r e s s i or. j n t 11 e 

s .. 101 0 J ue . I\ e ; ! a c i n .• L " e Tc m 1 l c o i y o r e , o u r ' ' o u :. e s o f 

ort hy re • tc r s for Ji vine 

St!t•ice . l nc S/11 3 J O J UC i s ti ':Ire ;r r e ~ar ' s ~ o uJ c an 

'ind re s t f r •1::i t 11( tur buJe1c•• o r" o r lJ l y l ife . 1.. 1• t P ri n-J 

i 1 :. • o r t a J s , ra an l eaves .1 i s ca r es 11 e fl i n 1 a " ,J tu r i: s h i s eyes 

to~a rd a ~ i yh er , hriJh t e r wor lJ , to th a v i:. i on o f a be t te r 

f uture . 
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~ l es s ner extols the s y na gogue as a otent force f or peace , 

brin gi r; ~ . rm ony to the Jewi s h c ommunity and to the worl d 

a t l a r g e • •d t It i n i t s •. . l l owed h a 11 s , a l 1 o pp o s i n .i c 1 i q u e s 

a n l f a c t i o n s "i r e d r a w n t o y e t h e r t o , I o ~ o d ' s 1d l l d t h o n e 

d 11 i.J 1• er f e c t 1l ea r t • 

" 1 hat is it that oriti l}S to l i fe a t th i s l a te 
t i me t he gl ories o f I s r i el ' s a nc i en t past ? 
'' h a t J i v e s us h eave n on e a rt h ·~ .. ha t I e a <1 s u s 
from the fooli sh , c on fu si n~ tur mo i l o f ear th ly 
l i f e and hel ps us l i nt! our re a l ., elv e s an .I 
liod? ••h a t •i r :)WS rl own th e peace of •1eaven into 
o u c s o u 1 , t h e v e r y L.l e i t y i n t o o u r ·1 i l s t ? •' h 3 t 
remi nd s us o f our r ob l e d es ti ny an~ tw ines 
bonds of love an J hd rm on y a bo ut us? Tt i s t he 
tea ple, t he house o f w~fi s hip • • • which ca l ls us 
to collective prayer ." 

1 i e s s n e r f e e 1 s c e r t a i n t h a t i f 111 e f u 1 f i 1 1 . 1 J 1 t h e o u t e r a n d 

i nne r c ond itio r s o r pr aye r ron ~ i d e r ed above , our p l ca rl i n~ 

:\'i ll ~ i 1. d r .v or Lile he ri nJ . ··lor eove r, o:.i r ~od - J i ver 1,1 ain 

.v i l J be 1o r c t h 1· 1 .1c 1e r e 1r a 1 t i 1 1 o f oii r i r 1erl i ;i te 

1•e titio ns . u ur ~ ou l s .. i l l 1e 1 ur i f i ed ; 1\·e 1d J J '1 e 

vr o t e c t e d - :i t l e s t f or t 11 c i e I'• i c- 1Jr s o " ors '1 i p - f r o 1-:i t he 

o n , I a u •J ii t o r s i n ; o u r , o IJ I e re s o I 1 t i o .- s i; i l J I, e s t re n ' t hen e d ; 

u n b o u n d e d J o y H i J I f i 1 l o u r h e a r t s : 1 n : e 1-: i J J ! e h r o 11 J h t 

c _ o s e r t o God , e •111 h J e d t o a c h i c v e c o,., u n i on "' i t h I i :n , 1 h i c h , 

i n t ,, e f i r a 1 a ·1 d y s i s , i s t ,1 c- u l t ii.1 l t e .J o a 1 o f w ors h i p , t n e 

. [ l . . 4 9 c o · s u .1 a t l 11 1 o r e 1 J i o n • 
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Is rael , it s J i ss i on , and it s [ lti ma t e Kedem p lion 

T he concept c f I s r ael ' s election i s cen tr al t o l le ss ne r ' s 

t .I e 0 l O<J y. He v i ewed tne J e1dsh peo pl e es peciall y 

consec r a ted to tne J ivi ne cna r JeJ ~ i th t he t ask of 

Lri 1 ] i r:J t he r1 ti o1:; o ; the •:.or l d t o the vo J Qf Israel . 

lhe Jew - so asserts • less ne r - s ta nds Jn~e r a s pec i al 

t· rov i den ce. Hi s his tory o r con ti n uous , ~ ir a c u lous 

redem11t i o n 1- roves liod ' s s,..eci a l f vor . .1 o rl e r n J e w i s h 

h i s to ri ans mJke a ni &ta h e 1 c n t 1 e y a pp 1 y to t •I e s tory of t· • 

J e1.i s h p.s t t h sarne s t rn•t ar .J s an ·' ne th orJs t hey e mploy i n 

treati1 J t he i s t or i es o f o t ~ er re o r les. I n t 'le a tt e mr t 

to J emons tr a te tn e i r t 11esis, t .1 e se " pst: ud o- h i s t o ria ns " 

res or t to a µervec s io r o f f ct d ! reveal t 11 e i r : r of o u n d 

i Jn or Jn c e o f tr u c 1 i s t o r i cal c a us at i on , '\" ., i c il i s t 11 t I\ i 11 

Q f 1.JOd I 

-o 
no ~ ore , " O less . ~ .. Jo r c o v c r , Go J c ii o s e t o r c v ea l 

iii r.1 s e I f :H ! .. i s L 3 . t o I s r a el •h o v ~ a 1 l o t !I e r n a ti 'l r: s • The 

c o n c I us i v e 1 y e s ta '11 i s hes t i .. s ta l c o ,· I r c - c rn i r: er c e i n t he 

3 1 or l J . 

l s rd ~ 1 • s e 1 e c t i o" ·· a s a r ec i 1 r o c J l p r o c es s • ";-he Is r a e l i t es 

c . o s e ., o ti as , u c h 1 s le c h o s c: t !1 c .11 • They a lo ne amon J t he 

" 1 t i o n s .,. c re r e <l y 1 o a c c e p t t he 1 i s c i µ l i n e o f t he La w. 
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They merit ~od ' s s p e c ia l g race, p r e cis el y oecau se they , o f 

t he i r o w 1. v o li ti o n , c o ;rnti t t e d t hems e l ves t o t ll c pert or man c e 

- ~ 
0 c .i i s ~d 1 l • 

Th e J e w' s f unc ti on i r l i 1·e i s e!1 u od i e d i n t he 1· 1ras e " a 

k i nJtJ om o f p ries t s -.n : 1 h o l y µ e op l e". ~ s a p ries t s ta n Is 

i n t h e in i : 1 s t o r 11 i s lJ e o p 1 e , s o i s t he .J ew t o s t a r d am on rJ 

t tie nat i o n s . d e i s t o uui l d a hum a n i t y . or t hy t o b e 

c a l l ed t ~ c ~ork o ( ~ od . u e i s t o ~e l p m ~ n i n n i s u pw r J 

str 1 v i ng , hy h r i r.:1 i 11 ::1 li c:; ht and i n :, i y ll t t o t '1c wo rl d , by 

~ ivi n y man a t r u e knowl ed ge o f J i v i ne ~ ord ar J , il l . 

l h i s 1 i ss i on o u n i vr r sJl e! jf i ca ti o f' i s 1 0 e a c iie ved , 

n o t t ti r o u ;} h fo r m a l i· r e J c 1 i ii J a r l e c 11 i J • ut ra t he r , 

t hr o u g !1 e x em p l a r y .• e h av i or • I s r a e l i s to sh o ~ by t he 

E>s a m1, l e o h i s own li f e , Ju s t . l1J t i t 1e a r ' 10 be an i 'll a) e 

of " od • • !e oi mself i s to 1. e \' e r s e d i 1 ti e Law . de h i 111 se l f 

i s t o ofl ey t he Law . le 1i ·1s e l f i s to 1 °1 1 ~ t i s fe l l ow 

b e i n.1 s .; ac r e L 1 es t :1 e I ear 11 o r s ' 1 i p of ,.,., a 1 t h a 1 .1 

l U S t f ro m t he o rl d , n c i s t o i :. t . r ., u i s h h i r.t s elf ' r o m 

o t n c r s b y ma i r t a i 1 i 11 1 t 11 e c . r e 'l1 on i e s e n J o i 11 e i by L aw a n d 

t r a d i t i on • Th u s 11 e i l 1 11 c r i t t ,, e a fJ 1 • e l a t i o n s , " a h c l y 

).>eo p l e ."5 3 

Th e :n i ss i o r. o r ls ••<: l e x , lain:; t :i• l is 1 c rs i> o r of I s r a el • 

.• e can t each .i • o r t 1 n y ex 1 m1' 1 e o 11 l y i f ,. o r I J c 11 s e P us • 

i r; J , th o u J h we u n·l ou h t edl y s u f fe r bec a u :. e o f o u r s ins anJ 
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t ne s ins of our fathe r s , th e co c ert of Isr ae l •s p ri es th ood 

nay he l p us to un ti c rst and t he ;nar t y rology o f o ur : eo p l e . 

J u st as the ,J ri es t nas Lo I ear t h e s i n o f h i s pe o p le , so 

t i1e Je :. :1as to b e a r t he s ins o ! t. he r 1ti o ns . 1 er s ec u tior. 

a nd o µ ~ r ess ion, mo reover , l ead to our mora l re]e nera ti on , 

t h u s sµeedin 1 t he f u l fi ll .. •en t o f our u ss i on . 54 

~ o t all t he Jews a re true t o thei r ta s k . Th o usa nds u p o n 

th o usands are Jesert i n 3 t he ran ks of our peo p le . Aad e v en 

t hose who rema in in ou r n i1st a re .. eakeni 11 .J i n loy a l ty . 

r' P.a r f ul l est lh c y h e ':l ocked as orl ol s e p a r ati s ts , les t t h ey 

Le 11ut to J t: e coa om i c J isa tl vanta Je bec'lu s e o f t he ir 

rt i s t i n c t i v e :1 1 l> i t s , , r d , 1 c r h a ~ s , h e <' a u s e , I c. c k i n J i n f a i t h , 

t hey .:l e s pa i r o f t :1 c re a I i t. a l i o 1 o f J c I\ i s 11 ho p c , t hey J i v e 

u p th e o bs er v a rc e o f t he ir r i::J i 1iou s o •l l i :; at i o1•s 'l l J r e main 

J ew s i n 1 a .n e o 1 l y • ·' h • l i s o r s e , 1 he y u r J e o t h <' r s t o 1 o 

t ;, e sa me r. l 1 c 'll a t 1 1 '1 t o u r yo u t 1 c n g 1 g e i r. s ec u J a r s t u d i es 

e xclu s iv ely . T 1u s t ney s a1 our s tre n ~ t h t oday , Pv e n .. hi le 

t ~ e y und er~ in e o~r i onorr ow . 35 

I 1 e s s n e r . J r n s t h e s e e r em i e s i r om .d t Ii i 11 t o t a k e t h e 1 e s .:: o 11 s 

of ..i e .. i s n 1 i st o r) to :1 e a r t. li o .1 Jl ays s u :. t ain e d our peo •le 

as 1 0 11 J as 1. e n:ii n t .J i n cd .fis La "J . .• n e ne ver 1\' c tc s e i: t e d ll i m, 

d i s Jiv i n P. 1J r o t e c ti o n ... 1s it h ! r awr ! r o'1 us , 1n J .e , er e 

it f t to J~n J u i sh i n t~e s er vi tu d e o f fo r e i 3 n ~is te r s . · e 

nee d l> u t r '·-' tu r 11 t o ti i m , a 11 • • .t c .d l 1 r e tu r r t o u s • 11e need 

~ ut t o o ' ey .J i s La l\· , a r. I 1 J l orious f uture . ill l·e o urs . 36 



"'fhi s very day, ye t we ca n :i nd shoul d pro ve 
that t he r e i s 3 p eo ~ le hich gai ns st r eny t h 
t hr ough the Et erna l, its a nc i en t ~ort , a 
pe ople wh i ch i s i nv inci bl e throu J h tn e powe r 
o f i t s hol y Law and i ts ~ ay o f l i fe ; t hat 
t here is a pe ople wh i ch , thou g h jispersed to 
the ends of the ea rth i s u ~ iteJ in fa ith a nd 
d e v o t i o n t o t h e 0 n e God ; a p e o p 1 e \·· 11 i c h 1 t 
all ti mes ho lds it s r e li g io n dea r er t han 
l i fe ; a pe ople ~ h i c h was l ~ a y s persecuted , 
i.; u t ev e r re m .J i n e J the same ; a p e op 1 e 1d1 i c h 
e ven d uri n ~ the ho liest momen t of its 
ho l J es t day , yea , ever. in th e Jas t mome nts 
of l i fe .he n t~ e ea r th rece~ es f rom the eye 
and the port a l s of e t e r ni ty are open ed , 
kno ws no greater , no mo re prec i ous word than, 
t ~fl/t- '':) !.J' :)rlc... 

1 ~ ff.. / (,. I ")' ;Y.(, f It ifoa r f 0 
Israe l, the Lor·I our God , t he Lo r d i s 01 c . " ' 
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V. I ~ C~NCLUSIO~ 

_,uc n i::. tn ~ li f e an tl . ork o f :i olomon l' less 11 er . .lis was a 

p oten t voice fo r l he ort .1o j o xy of t 11e early Id 1•eteent .1 
• vV\-.~ .. , """14/f~ 

C e r1 t u r y • ti y .. o r .J • 11 ' h y ,., e n , 1 e f o :.i g h t t e r a c i o u s l f ( o r t h e 

r.i a int e 11 ar c e o i' " ew i s h t red i ti on l ~1a i 1 s t t II e rrt a n y i 1 t P r n al 

a 1 j ext err a J , or c es .ii c h once a 1 J i n d e :n a rd e d t 1 l ..i a J 'I i s 111 

r 1 h c r e 'I' c o · I i L i o r s o f a 

1 e . er d.! y . 

Ju .l Je J b y its s t..i 1 Ja r ds , i le:.~ n e r lo e s ot l o o•, l..i r J e • 

.. la:. y :.i: a k 1 ess t s Jt ! i r c0 Ps i stc1 cies i r d s t 1i . i r J are 

~;1 1 a r er: t: lie Jff ir neu t he " u p rema cy ot' f"J it h ; yet he 

exer t eJ mJ ch eifo rt i n .> r lc r to es t a . 1is11 tne rea sonahleness 

of ..i 11 lai s n. .le favo re .I t h e i ue as of t he «onar tic/s;ll' , yet 

he J ac~el tJc coJ r l J e to e~b r ace tneir ~yst i c i s m . He 

i ecrie d th e chanJeS of r e f orn ; yet he f ou nd it necess 1ry , 

'l n I .d t !l o u t :i 1 • o l o 'J y , t o i n s t i t u t e re f or., s h i r:i .; e l f - i 11 11 i s 

" r c· a c n i n . · a r J i n h i s t ·1 e or y ~ n i :> r 1 c t i c e , f 1 •: u c a t i n r • 

0 n c m i J h t ·v e 11 a s k o f I I c s s r c r : l f t lt e n o r. - s h a k i n ~ o •• t h e 

t ol y i n ~raye r is a r e li ~ iou s t r arsl re s .. io i , is no t 

"'re a c 11 i n J i r. ..i e r ma n a 11 e qua 1 l y J r a v e v i o l a t. i on o f t c J l i t i o ., ? 

I f t i1 1; :n o v i r . ., o ~ l 1 ,-. d · .. ': I ~ · ·, ~ • <' 1 t o ; l he . •ray e r - i1 •. l l 



l: " <;,, ;J e r s .i •d a i s :n , <i o c s , n ' 1 1 : r ec i t i n i1 o r 3 ~ .• i L r ' s 

poetry (and in t he synag ogue at tha t) constitute ar e qually 

se rious Ja nge r to t he s urvival or t be J e .d s h ') roup? If the 

study or tbe Torah a ni obed ie nce to its c omm andmen ts is 

indeed the be-al l and t he end-all o f a pious life, is r.o t 

the . s tud y o f sc i enc e and a r t an utt e r was t e of t i ~e1 

..; y 1-1 es s 1 e r ' s o \\ n r u l es : e r t wed e r - ~ ; e i t h e r - or • 

~ it her o ne i s , er ·:iittel .i r !l a r.J e , o r ore i :. ;o t . ~ it :lf:t 

'"' i: 1 J; . o d e r r i z e .i e 1d ~ h 1 i f e , o t on c - .i y r c t • I f 

preachi nJ i n jer,ar dnd secu1~r e Juc a tio r. is 

then why no t allow some of the oth e r t h i n ~ s those wicked , 

·.: i cke ,1 refo r ::ie r s aJvoca te ! 

\'\o 

i:: u t ,... .1 a r ~ h o u J ri 1; C' J u J :led h y t 11 e s t a r. J :i r J s o f 3 I a t e r ti a y 

alone . o oae c an be ev :lluate:I fai r ly , un less 11e is 

c o r s i rl e r e d i n t h e 1 i J .lt o f t h e t i 11 e s i r. .\· ii c h .'l e 1 i v e d • 

, n J ·n ea s u r e •i > y t 11 e s t 1 n d :i r 1 s o f h i > n •·· r• I a y , I• I e s s r e r 

ra r- 1. s 11i J 1 i r l c. c·d . 

il f'> wa,; n r 1 marka h l e n an . 

a b s o r IJ J n I h a r 1:1 o r i z e ·~ i t h i r ll i m s e l ( l ·1 • 1 C? s t o i .J e i s h a r. I 

t:.. ur o, e a n c u ltu r es . 

• I.! • 1 :. 1 f ire 1 re ac her . , I i s s e ?: mo n s r e I r e s e 1: t a n or i •.J i 11 a l 

c o 1 t r i IJ u t i o r t o t h e I e v e 1 o , , e .. t o f t :1 e s y n a .1 o .1 u a l :i d r e s s • 

~1ey Mark a mi le s t one tr t he t rJ ns iti on fr om t he exe 3e tic dl 
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e x~ositions o f the me d i eval darsban to the h om iletic a l 

p re sen tations of the modern p ul i:: iteer . 

An d he 1\·a s a good Jew - no hi y her p raise co u l i be be stowed 

u pon him . .fi s sermons :nan i fes t a love for hi s peo ple , a 

Jride i n~a ith, an uncompromi s i 1 g d evotion to hi s ideals , 

J n a r d ent , joy- filled a d or a tion o f h is God . 

I nde e d , ..;olor1 o n les s ner me rits an 1101o re j ,da c e ii' t he 

i.i ... t o ry of our 1Jeop le. 
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l t ri mary ~o urces 

1- 1 es s n e r , 3 . il cl eh ru n Q en u r d t:. r Ii au u n a e r - f i r st 

.:i eries ( ~d ed .. l:ierl in, 18J 7 ) . 
--, ~e l eh ru n Jen un d Erbayu n ~en - Sec ond jeries 

( Be r lin , 1837). 
--, Confirmationsrede n ( ae rli n , 1639) . 

1 27 

--, Uie ho s tbare re rle oder das Gebet (Berlin, 18 3 7 ) . 
--. E in .:O rt 2U s ei ne r Zeit oder d ie d yt or itae t 

.d.er Juedischen I rat!iti.o.rs lehre <l3 r eslau , 1625 ). 
--, ·dikroei hod e sh oder fe.st re ~e o COerl i n , 1 U4 l>. 
--, Nachwelassene j c h rifte n; rr ed i~te n und jabbath 

~red igten (Frank fu rt, a . ~ •• 1 8 4 4 -l U~O ) . 
--, ba chJelasseoe Scbriften: Fest red en (Frankfur t, 

a • .ll., l ti 97), 
--, f rauun us rede o ( uerl in, l o39) . 
--, l n J id du a l sermo n s p u h li slted i n p am1J h l e t form : 

" Ge s a en \J e z u r c i 1." e i h u n J .s c r . : e u en -> y n a Jo '.J e z u 
t r c n z 1 a u " ( J t J 1 ) ; '' J e r .. e r t ti e s t. he s t a r. d e s " 
l1 o .~ 2 J ; "Jes Tempe 1 s iv a h re r .. er t " ( cl e r 1 i n , l o H ) ; 
"c.. um Je:ikmal i :n Terri pe l Jes rle rr n" (Berlin , 10 43) ; 
"Je r lsr aeli t ~ls Cn t e rt ha n" Crosen , l J 61) . 

II Jec o cJar y ~ ~u rces 

\i c re r a1 .. o r !.s 

Lac110 \\' er , f ., ~nr-: .1. 1 :.-; I'~ .1 ')ao~ ...1 1.J r;~ 
w'o l. l . 

Lew ko1dtz , -4 ., Jas J yiler t h um y1d d i e "eist iJ en 
S troemungen d . 19 Jahrhynd e rt s ( Ur es l a u, 1935) . 

L o .. e n t h a 1 , .• 1. , I h e J e w s o f · e r m a n y (I' h i 1. , l 9 4 4 ) • 
rlar.da ll, J~d.J r., f be .1lak jn q of t h e .JosJer n , lj nd 

CN.L , 1940) . 
·• iener , Max , J y ed j scbe 1< e lLiio n j m le ita l ter de r 

i manz ipat i oo W erlin , 193 :3 ) . 

\ir t- lessner 

II i r s c II f e l J , J r • ii • , " ~a 1 o '!Ion t l e s s n e r ' ' i n t· l e s s n e r , 
i:: ., IHti q s clles ynd ''1~b ioisc h es aus .:i al.amoy 
t i essner s NachJassrankf urt , 1U97J, p p . - 25 . 
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Kays e rl i ng , ~ • • il ie J u edische Lite r a tyr yon ~o s es 
Mende l soh n b i s a y f die Gegenwa rt (Trier , 1896) , 
pp . 8 , 2 6 , 78 - 79 , l Ob . 

l' l e ssne r , £ ., " ../\UC. ..,.A.;) " in his Bi b li sctes und 
1la bb i n i sches a us Sa l om o n 1:-lessneL s Nac bla s.s 
(Frankf ur t, a . ill., lb97), ll e b r ew -> ec t i on , pp . 
s-1a. / ~ r 

.>tock J. AJ '='J ' ~ ' ::i cJ - ~ l, 1.J IC J.; 1 1 0/ 1 
•11> - Deb':> ft tJ1 :> 

t t . C ~ I J 
(l' e l ~ V i V t l '-f, _A ) I p P e 8 2 ff e I 

~inte r u nd nuensche, ed ., J j e J uedische Li t erat yr 
merlin , 18 97), Vol . I ll , pp . 7'U , 7 ·18 , 798 , 
799 , 02 e , ti 95 . 

Per iodicals 

tlirschfeld , Ii ., " .:>alomon i· l e sst1 e r" i n th e Ue y tscher 
iolks.l;alende r lUrieg , 1 HH5 ) , pp . J9- 5 1. 

- - , " Nochma l 3alomon ~ l ess ~ e r" in th e ~ J lgeme i ne 
l ei t uc; d e s Ju d e n Lhu ms ll u 8 9 ) , Vo l . 62 . 

111 deference Apr ks 

a1 e .d s h .c. n c y c 1 o p e c! i a ( N • \ • , l 9 0 5 ) , V o l. 1 0 , p • l 9 0 5 • 
Jued isc he s Lexikon ( Lie rlin , 1930 ) , Bd . 4 , p . 96 7 . 
Un i ve rs a l .;:>wish c:. ncyclop edia ( i'\ .L, 19 4 3 ) , p . 55 2 . 



3olomon l l essn~r ' s fifty ar d mo r e years of acti vity as 
p reacher ar ~ teache r i n J udais m we r e marked ~ y s wee p i ng 
chan g es in Jew i sh l if e . The pQli ti c a l P.m a n~i r1L i or of the 
be r mar. J e :v s pe{ci 1 itat ed 3 CO'll!J lete uo he'lv d O't t he ir 
r e l i ~ iou s an ~ cu ltur a l e x is te nce. T he ol1 , '1 11-ernh r acing 
social ord er of t he g hetto d e c lined a r-l .; js , .e1 r ed . l'\ew 
i n s tit u tions a r d OP.VI be l i e f S t r uctu r e s had 10 ~ e b ui l t u p 
desi 1 ned to e nable the Je " t o arl JttS t t o th i s n P" rol e as th e 
ea :; e r, but u n.·. : n ted rn e 111 ber o ! t ne l:. uro pean corn 1n u n i ty. 

I n the r e li J i Qu s c o n fl i c t e r. ger1 ered by th e e ma nci pati on , 
1-! es sn er ch am .,, ioned t he ca s ue o f orthodox y a u a in s t r eform • 
.l e wa nt ed to s e e a s much as 1• oss i b l e o f tr al i t i ora l Je1: i s h 
li f e Jnll p ractice ret a i ne d fo r the r.io ·i E>r n .! a y • . •e be li e v e d 
t hat \\' hil e Judai sm a c corder.I wit h reas o n , it .:JS also a 
rev e a I e d r e l i J i o n , 11 r esen t i n l a i, od y of r e v eal e d l a w 
de~and i n J st rict obe~ i e nce . 

To ,H omo t e tae a cc e r ta1 .c e oi 11i s v i e1,·s , 1· 1 e ssn er 11ad to 
~ e r for m a • " u b I e t a s k : . I e '1 J .J t o P s t 1 b 1 i s h t i e r e a s !> na b i l i t y 
of t ile Jel.i s!I r el i r i o " an: i ts a c c o r rl d t n v eT:' nan \(ultur .Jnd 
t h e ~ e n "J r ~ .; o f t 1 e ..; e r 1 a n :. t a t e • ' n l 11 P. ., .J J t o " t t .:i c k t h o s e 
N 11 c .~a n t e d t o J i s t i l l a s 1 i r i t u :i l r e 1 i 1 i o s i t y f r om t h e 
c o ::i p 1 e x o f J e " i s h e " i s t e n c e a n . f , 11 e n c e • c: ., c o u r a J e d "1 l J o r 
Ll od if i c atiors i n ~ew i s h p r lc ti c e . 

I n vo i c i nJ • is OfiJ• os itio n t o ref or 'Tl , I less.-e r i irect ed !t i s 
, a i n a t t ~ck a :; • i 1: s t i n no v ;i t i on s i ~ s y 11 l 1 o 1 u a l s e r v i c e , I) o t h 
i n f o r m - ba r e '1 eatls , ' a rti f ici :il ' d eco ru m#, emp loy , e n t of 
., u s i c a 1 i n s t r u , e 1 t - a " I i r r o n I e " t - t 11 ,.. • i I J f 1 l r c v i s i o n 
o f t c a , f i t i on ::i l , r a y e r s • 

• 11., tl "o lo1y , • ! essner occu i eJ a i•o s iti or -:e >: t to tha t 
"' ..>,i~ o n 1\dae1 iirs cll . le s111 r ed c1 rJy · i re t een th 
i..C'1 t:.i ry 1\ om .:i 11t i cis 111' s ro1 t em p t 1or t 11f. s c i er ti f i c me thod s 
• n 1 i ~ e 'j l ~ o ·• t l c ' J e ' [ •· e :,i son • •' e v e J a t i o 11 l'FJ .s t .1 e b c d r ock 
of .i s f a it it • . le- ,r::icl:sinerl. a f ra nk ., u; e r na tur a! is n , a 
I.J c-def i n . t ra11~cerJe11 t 111 - po.\e t f ul, al l- , res1rn t, atl- ooJ 
J e i t y , .. h o r e v e a I s :1 i 11 s e 1 f t o n a n t it r o u J h r a t u re , t h r o u J h 



liis prophe ts ar. ri turough the Law. ..lan kin -i , c r ea ted by .;od 
and un de r llis cons tant s u:l e r visioi< , str ives to ap proach 
~od , to carry i n to act uality th e ~iv i n e ~lan . Isr ae l, a 
c o .• : n u n i t y e s p e c i a 11 y 1 e d i c a t e d t o li o d , i s t o a c t a s r.i a n k i n d ' s 
, uide . Toe Torah se rves a d ou b le fun ctio n : It s 11o ral laws 
cha rt ltu na r. ity ' s co urse t oward t :ie iood ; it s ritual ar.d 
c e re non i :ll 1 aw s he l p t o ~ i s t i 11 J ·d sh I~ r a e 1 :is t '1 e : e op l e 
I e ! l c J t e ·~ 1 o J i v i r. e .,, <· r ·1 i c e • 

Jtructu r ally , rlcss ner ' s sermons r epr.e ser. t 3 tra nsit i on 
be t 1J e e 11 t he ex e J e t i c a 1 p re s e n t a t i on s o f t h e "led i e v a 1 d a r s ha n 
and t he pre ac hin g s of t he rno1e r n pul r iteP.r • . ie use::! 1ood 
vernacular; he enp l oyed illu st r at io ns f r o~ secular sources ; 
an ti he f ollowed th e newe r for m of arl J ress. .\t the s ame time, 
he a ttem pt ed to ~ r eserve th e fl~vor of t he ol d e r sermon , by 
s prinklin 0 hi ~ homiletical excursio ns ~ it~ an 3h undar ce of 
Sc ri p tu ral Jn: rab b in i c ma terial, exer ti n~ • uc h e ffort ir. an 
endeavo r to e l)'u c i da te the se s ources . 
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