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TEESIS DIGEST

The title of this thesis is "Towerd & Course of Study
for the Intermediste Gredes in *~» Understarding end "ersonel
releverce of the Treditional Jewish “revers in the “eform
Lituresv". It is divided into two sections: 3Section A,
conteining 26 onapes; and Zection B, containirg 175 nages.
“he thesis elso hes & list of the sourcers of tine stories,
Tfootnotes, snd & selected bihliorrs hy,

-ection A, shows the results of & survev tc szscertrin
the stetus of instructior in liturev in Jewish religious
senools sffilisted with the Unior of Americn~ Vebrew Cong-
repeations which heve »t leasst tws hund-ed —member=: ¢nd
irformation regeriing “eforr chiliren's com=rehensi~n of the
traditionsl »-svers in the “nionrn Prever Ho-k #rd the re=ctions
art gttirudes tower? 1¢*., or the mrs-se of Mulfilline these
nnjectives two anestionnsires were sert "ut, The first
r eationneire e gent Sut 10 tle directnrs nf one hundred
snd foriv-cone Pchonls,., Zishtv-Tour relies were received
T+ Tesenting &t enrollrient of mnre thar eientv-five und+ed
*terte. fFollowinr tiisg, 2 sec ad oue=tionnsire “£s s nt ont
to the ciildren of tne inter eviate rrrdes, snd Ffive hurd ed
ruyestionneires »ere filled oit end returned,

‘e findires epow thet fortvy nercent of tle =chools

‘Ter=4 no e urses in litarev, Less tren -ne third used tert-

m

~ther then the nion "rever =onk. In egenersl., v-r 1ittle

ti & wes dev ted tn the teschi=e af liturev, The =ajor terts

~

yred were: "lur 7y wer Hoeok", hy Splo“f: end "In the Eoure of



ti'e Lord", by Freehof,

The nuecstionneire of the students of the inter~ediste
rredee indiczted 1 renersl & rond understendine of the »re ers
ard & growine swsreress of the liturev. Lovever, there wes
little associstion of the students between the »nrevers snd their
sersonel wentis.

Section B, coneists of & tevtbook decipred to —eet tre
reed of relating the o»revers to t!e student hi self rnd £’ r0
i~crerse his coorehensi-n of the liturrv., It is naeced on an
emotionel sonroach for atidents of tle ='xth prede., It t-ies
to exnlain the -“rsvers hv mears of en s aro~riste storv comen-
tarv, It is honed bv =uck an ryyrosch to nverense 'n *ert
some of the -roble~s Tuegldre Lic irtermeiiste rredes in the

teschine of liturerv,
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INTRODUCTION
T-E AUUR-CSE OF THE STDY

Tnis thesis, "Toward = Lourse of Studv for the
Intermedizte Grrdes in the Understanding and Persorel
~eleverce of the Treditiorel Jdewish “revers in the Reform
Liturev'" is & studv of the current situetion end reed= in
the ares of Reform Jdewish Liturev in the relirsions school,
end ~rovides & basis for & textbook gived st fulfilline
those needs in »art.

The Reform movemert nes mugde rrest -trides in the
sorichment erd besutific-tion of tie tr:dition-l Jewish
service of "orshin. All sorte of innovetions have been
erpnloved to enhence the service. Althourh we heve sore
indicetione of resnonse of gdult Jers towsrds Jewish oresyer,
verv litile is kr~'m sbout children's comorehension of the
Jewish liturrv and their nersonsl =ttitudes towr=rd it.
hile evervone acce-te the impartence of “or-hin and nrever
for vounesters, and the need fer ite e rlv devel nment,
relativelv 1little hes heer sttemnted in this eres, heyond
tic corductine of reliesious s=chnol services. & Tew te thooks
2ve peen writien ‘or the murn-ose of e:nleinine the zeforr
ve ish revers, but ithev ere ~rivs=rilv for the uo er rredes
end edults. +hst of the vourger nunile? Here obviouslv the
“eed for s textibook, rerred towurds srousing thelr interest,
gnd suited in voeebulerv end eccncevtusl eresp, is indicated,

this thesis, t (refore, stte nte to eet two needs:



(1) to escertsin the fects concerning Reform children's
¢~ orehension of the traditiongl l1itur~~ in the ni~n Praver
Rook #nd their feelinss tows=rd it: end (2) to ere-te the hesis

for g text thet ~+ill s tisfv their nreeds in this sres,

FWERAL FURVIXS

i sed on these objectives, thnis thneris is divided into

tvo m in sections: cectior A, contsining 26 pepes: end Section
, contelining 125 w@res. 1ne thesis slso contains 8 list of

the scurces of ithe stories, footnotes, 1nd 8 selected
niplicgreohy.

section A, precents the results of & survev tcker of
the stetus of instructi~n i- liturev £t Dresent rrovided bv

Jderish religious scho~ls sffilirted ith the "ninr of Americen

Lebrew Concrerrtions whie- lieve et legst t2 hu~ired —e hers,

or ruestionnsire =nd & follow-up letter rere sent
to ell trose ccnereg=tiors, recuestine Infocrmet’on reserdine
their liturey courseg in the irtermedinte grrdes. Une hundred
«nt fortv-ore -uestionnrires were sert out, snd eieghtv-four
re -iies were received rr - resentine sn enroll-ent of more then
eigntv-rive hundred studen.ls. Followine this, & secornd
ruestionntire ves s nt -t to test ke sttitudes snd recctions
cf the children ir tie interrediete grrodes tow:rrd > vep s
fourd in tre nior “rever Book. Seven relirious schools of
iifferen® cizes in differert parte of the countrv wers selected
“or this semlinrp. 7enlie= were received from mor-s ther five

nundred -~uestionneires vh*eh wers £il1led out snd returned.



The enprosch er¢ content of the textbook msterisl in
section B, "Story Commentsrv on the Sebheth "orrine Service™
wes nrenered ¢r the beseis of the findires. Since the survev
in »ert showed thet where courses in liturey sre teusht, the
‘rrvers sre exnlzin-d to vounesters hv texthooks thet use ¢
retionsl #nrorch directed slmost exclusivelvy to the intellect,
it v8s recornized thet suech = method 7o0es not recess:rily
incrense a8 feavoreble emotionrl recno-se towsrd the ‘rever:
on the part of the students.

It e»vesred to tre vriter thet what wes needed here veas
©r. eppeel directed to the herrt =g well =g tn the mind, and
for sn ¢ bprecistion of the rersonsl relew nce of the “revere,
n.ere tre : ttexwot is rede o utili = short Jewiein stories both
gc com entr™ epd s =n ex~)lrnetior ~f the mein lescseon offered
"v tke prever: end it irc hovwed thst the ~revers will tcke on
new nerenns] "esnine snd intere=t for the stndent,

Section B, bersine vwith & eenerel disceneszicn nf whv peonle
awrry, Lher it stt=s" te to ex-lsil +re Je'isk conce~t of

rcver, £n? vh t “r=vor “hould mern to the individurl., Followine
. short introduction to the Siddar, tre Syneerorie, snd the
orbeth, it offers sn ex lenrtion ©f mcst of the tr=ditionrl
oeppeth revers with erch followed bv =n e» rooriste siorv
ount of Jewish sourece illustreatine tie centr'l theme of t e

rever.

(E RELY IVARY BURVEY

The reliminer survevy hes heen confined t.o Reform

iii
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children of the intermediste gredes, thet is, hetwecen the

sixth end eighth predes of the relicious scho 1. This

ssrticular ege-level wes selected for two ressons: First

of el1l, verv few litursv textbooks n:=ve been-=rritter for urce

in these presdes: snd secondly, this is the gre -t vhich

wpils have z2lresdr develoned sufficient resdine ebility

and concentnusl comnrehension to bherirn instruetion in liturev.
In t*ie surve" no exheustive stud: hass heen sgttem~ted,

It re-resents ~ereiv & “relinir-erv end limited rsc-le irnvesti-

icn., .ence while it is 2 ngefnl stmale of the nicture

-,

tret ex sts in s e

m

chools, rener:lizetions should

I:}!‘I"

not be rede tc corcider tris 8 corm letelr egceur te st=tisticxl

1

survev of trhe -ove-ent 88 5  :1o0l-,

i

1o sscertein tle fects reegsercirnes * e teschine of liturev

the netor . relirious =chaol 2nd the comnrehersirn of the

O

=

oravernons hy the nudile, direet inmuirv weg sddresced to tne
individu-1l conrreestion:l reliricie =chonls. The first sten
ves to fird out »r:'t wes the rcose of instruction offered ir
liturry snd £ ~uestionnrire wes re-ryed bv wrkich the
following inforr-tion »#r -olici*ed bv mesne of & réEtuTn J0st-
card, Joes thé perticuler =school offer snv cources in l1iturev?
et texthooks a2re the clissee uysine? JT= liturer teuerrnt tosether
wit rtie studr of ~-brew? Fov ™uch ti e of eech week I=s
treve-ed 1o lituirevY LFow renv students sre in tiie clssc?

iiie inforration ve=s recuested from over one hundred end

forty member conrrec:stions of tre Union cf sv-erie-r Lebrew

coneregstions with ove:r twe hundred mebers, (See L' meniir A)

iv




A follrw-un letter vas sint with the seme ~uestions to those

congrer=tions thet 4id not resnond. [See 4 vendix RB),

FINDINGS (CF THE PRELILINAEY STIDY
A totel cof eigity-four conrrepstions renresenting en
enrollrent o: more than eighity-rive hundred students res-onded.
The findings shov th't fortv ‘ercent offered no courses
in liturey. Of tnose ~ho offered & course in liturev, more
then & third teuenht it in corjunction with Hebrew. In trose
clesses where liturev wes tsuesht, less then one-third used

textbooks other thar tre imion “rever Borl, The smount of

tize utilized in trose clssses with tertbocke, includins the

onion ruver Book, was s iollowe: On a weeklvy hasie, seven

schools truekt litursr "oy one honr rer werk: fonrteer leca than
one 'our: snd Aanlv four for more the- cre hour.
These were the te tncoks thet were used in the courses,

-

erd tae ninner ¢f schools thet em-lovend them:

sravermen, Jr-ver cStudy ]
Clevelsnd, rrever Studv 1
s“reehof, In the House of t = Lord é

freenhof, Little Senctuerv

freenof, iee ing of ‘raver 1
eichler, rever 3tudy 2
solof'f, Our rraver Book R
ao0loff, dJewicsh Life 2

rurther ouestiorreire v+¢s fevised in order to escertsin
ti e uprderst: di pgr of childrern in rel=sticr tc the »revers,

i.e Tirst ex~l ined the mur-ose of tie ouestionneire end




offered some sample esnswers for the clerific-tion of the
method t.e pupile wrre ssked to follow. 7The remainder of
tne ouestionneire contzined four epdronriate nrever selections

from the Union Preyver Book which was used as & besis for

testine nunil com rehension, sttitudes of »rsverf:ilress, enrd
‘ersonz]l re=sctions towsrd traditionel Jewish pravers. Tris
ruestionnaire wes sent out topether with & letter of instruction
toc the tercher. [3ee annen ix C epd ¥), ror those relisious
schocls who were lete in resvondine, ¢ follow-u»n wes elcso rent
out. (See inpendix E).

A totsl of 507 uestionneires were received from tre
follovwine four schools:

1) The relirious school of Conrresation Eisnu E1,
kouston, Texas;

2) The relirious schonl of Coneregstion E-amn El,
Sar IFrencieco, Celifornise;

3) The reliesiou~ school of The Temnle, Clevelsrd,
Chio:

L) The relirious sel.on of Temdle —enuel, 'orcester,
‘egsec userts,

L deteiled t= ulsticn of the rueztionneires ="neare on
amre i . orever tre gener:1l Tiniines reverl, first, thst
the perer 1l rop T rension of »revers amone tre studente in
t:e interredixte rrrdes was cuite hish, renprir~ tetween £075
ard 2., In penercsl, Lrere vags -n increesce iy comprehersion
«with the #dvence cf prede level. :hus, vherece the sixth
rede ehoved esbout 75 ., tne eirhth erede had & nercentage of

»bo it 97 irn thelr understending of the arrvers. Secondly,

vell cver ninetv sercent of £ll st 'dente indicerted 8 wholesome




c¢ttitude towerd the orayers in thet the scele describine the
pupil's "feelings of oreyerfulne-s" were checked mostly
between "rcderate"™ snd "o rcreet desl". Thirdlv, tre section
of tie cuestionneire vhich drslt with releting the »revers to
the students themselves »Hroduced & co varstively low score.
~n averege of corly 1°% wes recorded.
Other interes ines findinee were reveeled. Tn no eres
of i e test, Tor instence, was there enyv sieniffcrnt difference
between class: s usine tertbooks =»nd those not h:vine te ‘thooks,
nor hetween schools thet tesught litursv courses an? those not
havine them, The "Sh'un" received the hickest feelinre of
reverfulness, Verw ofte: God wrs trnoursht of in terrme of s&r
ordinery hu-.en beine. The concet ~f t e Jewish Lew was e
nerrov one; it wes ususliyv limited to the Ten Comrendments.
(n the besis of t~is infoer~cticn cert in conclusions cen
be re'ed. oor ore thire it 2v9nesrs thet com rehension ir
rever de € d° leureelv on one v jor fector - the nercsonsl
matur:-tion of the individuel stud(nt. SMirther~-re, there is
c-neider- ble need in cur or=erst of relirious educetion to

elete toe pPioers of tze r ver book te the studerts them=-

Tves, a DETENtlY, Wr convertisnel &  ‘roec adeyv kes ot
suceceeded, ¢nd v enereie]l tech~iene =should he develoned *o
gecon~lish this Mmrowae, In nert, 't “s hroed thrt lLes s in

» the sixth praie leve]l, the vice of the Jerish storvy ccm ertaryy
"1 he =pl)afil. enee, tre study of 'reaver °n £n intellecturl
ga=is should be reserved Tor the lutter vexrs of trhe curnicul m,

it would seer tuet en emstirir 1l poovgeeh, theat iw, ore vetie




tiien nroseic

1.)e DOrevers.
a8 rovidine

Far the
&
throurin the

and

Pemilion

in its form &an’ stvle »ould bHe necess:rv 1o

er=son:1 react’on of the vouneer students towerd
ence the Jewish storv commentarv is surrested

gn effective me ng for g8 rrecter emoticonel annecsl.

rest »f the cwriculur in arsver =studvw, it »onld

‘venr that on the elementary level, from tie tiird erade

fifth erade, cor-tsnt renctition of ths aravers
izstion ~3t the~ is derir-ble -ince t-ev ten? tr

increzse the feelinrs of »orrverfilzes=. 0On the u"ner orade

lavel a ret onul understopoine of the rrveres ie indie«ted.

1he intervedi t# =~radez shonuld e concerved «“ith a»eu=~inge

e >ticnel atrach:entsic toe »rrvers =nd relstinege tihien to the
needs or tre m ils of ¢ is are rence,

'‘re go denvi-s textboown “oe ~ezir-ed Lo —ert ao e of
tile @ recuirenente for the intermedizfe er des. The Sabhot!
arcrnine Lervice wes —elected =irce it i= -roh blv the nost
Pumili<r wn? wmo-t comnlete of repul:r worchiis rervicen, COnly
the tr=ditional r vers were texen fro* t*e mion Prover Book,
&£ brief exnlarnegtior iz eciven to e7dlsin the esse-ce of the
TERNETe B nanara T te atory 18 tken offered o Te-

oh' sire =iue noint. ine stnries wepe talrer fro the veet
SO Irees I deyish liter tire.
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Non-Hebrew iaugnt ‘logether Amount of Number of
Formal with Grades Nul:ber of Time per Students in
CUNGREGATIUN Liturgy Course Hebrew Of fered Stigents #Textbook Week Interim Grades
Temple Emanu-cl
Birmingham, Ala. - X L-8 21 U.P.B, % hour 39
Temnle Seth-0Or
ntgomery, Ala. - =1 = - - - 29
Temple beth Israel
Phoenix, Arizona - - ? - s = -
Temnle Emanu-El S 2
Tucson, Arizona - X 5-10 - ¥, 8. - 52
Temple B'nai Israel
Little suck, Arkansas X - 8-10 - s 1 hour 58
Emanuel lemple Center
Severly Hills, Calif, - = - - - - 200
Temple Israel U.P.B.
Hollywoed, Calif, - x 7-11 175 S. L hour 225
Temple lsrael
Long deach, Lalif, : Sy - 8 1k - 1 hour L6
#Hilshire Boulevard Temple F.
Los sngeles, Lalif, x - b 108 U.P.Bs 1 hour 304
Univ, Synagog of #estwood
Los Angeles, Calif. - - g - - - 90
Temple Sinai
vakland, Calif. - - - - - - 95
Temple Beth Sholom S.
Santa Monica, Calif, X o 1 10 (By teacher) - Lus
Temple Eamanu-El
San Francisco, valif. x = 10 - - - 180
Temple Ahavath ‘hesed
Jacksonviile, Fla, = x - - U.P.B. % hour 56
Temple lsrael
Kiazi, Fla. - - - - - - -
Hebrew denevolesnt “ong.
Atlanta, Ga. x - 2 28 F. - -




Non-Hebrew Taught Togethar Amount of Number of

rurmal with Grades MJQr of Time per Smnts in
CUNGH=GATION Liturgy Course Heorew Uffered Stujents #Iextbook neak Intermslrade s
Temple Sholom Ba
Chicago, Ill, - : T 5-8 300 U.P.B. LO minutes 240
Temple Betn lsruel
Chicugo, Ill. - = - oy - - -
Temple Emanuel
Chicago, Ill. - - - - - - 10
N. Shore Vong. lsrael
Glencoe, Il11. - - - - - - 310
Ind. Hebrew C.ngregation
Inuiana~olis, Ina, - - - -~ - - -
Temple Achauth veshalom
Ft. nayne, Ind. - x 8 5 U.P.B. - 50
Temple Beth EL
South fenuy, Ina. x - o 12 - 1 hour 90
Temple cmmanuel
Davenport, lowa - - - - - - Lo
Temnle Adath Israel
Louisville, Ky. x - 7-9 50 - - -
Tem~le veailuth Chessodim
Alexandria, La. - = - - - - 10
Temple Sinai
Nes urleans, La. - = = = = - &0
Temple 8'nai Zion
Shreveport, La. - A - 6-8 25 - } hour 25
3altimore Hebrew Congrogaticn
taltimore, Md, . 3 x 59 - S. L5 Minutes 120
Temple &manuel
Worcester, Mass, = x 6 68 S. 2 hours 169
Temple lsrael
Letr:it, Mich, - x 3 . = - 250

Temple B'nai Juhudah
dansas City, Mo, = X 8 36 F, 2 hours 100




Non-Hebrew Taught Together Agount of Number of
Formal uith jrades Number of Time per Students in
CUNGREGATION Liturgy Course Hebrew Uffered Stugents #Textbook fieek Interm. Grades
Temple lsrael
St. Louis, Mo. - - - - - - -
United hebrew lemple
St. Louis, Mo. - - 9 - - - 300
Temple Mt. Zion
St. Paul, Minn, x - 7 19 U.P.B. 45 min. 160
Temple lsrael
Minneapolis, Minn. - x 6-7 75 5. 2 - 105
Temple Israel
vmaha, Neb. - X - - - - -
Temple Seth israel
itlantic City, N.Y. - 1 9 - U.P.B, 1 hour 20
Temple “harey Teidlo
East urange, N.J. - £ 7-9 97 8. 2 hours 355
Temple B'natl .Jeshurun
Newark, N.J. - X 7 § 83 - 1 hour 220
Temple Beth Emeth
Albany, N.Y. - - - - - - 129
Uniun lemple
Brouklyn, N.Y. - - - - - - 182
Temnle Ahavath Sholum of
Flatobush, Brouvklyn, W.Y. - - - - - - -
Temple deth &1
Oreat Neck, L.I. - - - - - - 330
Flushing Free Synagogue
Flushing, L.I. - - - - = - 110
Temple Israel
Lawrence, L.I. = X ] b7 U.P.B. 45 min, 267

Temple lsaish
New Gardens, L.1. X

Central Syn. of Nassau City
.ckville Centre, L.I. -




I o o e e e e

Non-Hebre# Taught Tcgether Amount of Number of
Formal Wita Grades Numb er of Time per Students in
CONGREGATION Liturgy Course Heb rew Uffered Stud ents *Textbook Neek Interm. Grades

Free Synagogue of Jestchester
Mt, Vernon, N.Y, - - - - = = 140

Temple lsrael

New ochelle, N.Y. - x 6-7 110 C. L0 min, 200
Temple Hudeph Sholom R.

New York City - x 6-8 200 U.P.B. 30 min, 30
Habonim

New York City X - 9 - - - 75

Central Synagogue
hew York Lity - - - - r - =

Tremont, Temple
New York City - - 10 - % - 115

Temple B'rith foaesh
Rochester, N.Y. - x - - - - -

Jewisn Community Center
While Plains, N.Y. ~ X - - Sa - 300

Teaple =manuel
Yonkers, N.Y. - - - = - = 75

Suourpen Temple
Cleveland, Ohiu - - - - - - 100

Temple mmanu-bl
Clevelana, uhio - X - - u.P.B. -l 100

The Temple
Cleveland, Vhio - X

U.P.B.

Temple israel
Columpbus, Chio - -

lemple Israel
Layton, Ohio - =

Temple ttodef Sholem
loungstown, uhio - X




Non-Hebrew Taught logether Amount of Number of

Formal with Grades Number of Lime per Students in
CONGREGATIUN Liturgy Course Hebrew Uffered Students #Textbook Week Interm, Yrades
Temple B'nai Israel
Uklahoma City, Okla. - = = - - - -
Temple Isranel
Tulsa, Oklahoma X - 9 - F. 2 - 30
Temole Beth lsrael
Portland, Uregon X - 8 21 F. 2 hours 70
Temple Sinai
Pittsburgh, Pa, X - 9 - - - 120
Rodef Shalom Temple
Pittsourgh, Pa, - - - - 2 5 !
kodeph Shalom Temple
Philadelphia, Pa. x - 8 58 = e 161
"xﬁ,
Keneseth israel p:
Philadelphia, Pa, - - - - - n 7 \
Vine St. Temple
Nashville, Tenn. - - - - -~ - 58
Temole Israel
Memphis, Tenn, - - - - - - -
Tem>le Emanu-il
Dallas, Texas - x 8 - F, 1 hour 150
Temple Bmanu-zl
Houston, Texas - - - - - - 150
Temple bDeth EL
Ft. Worth, Texas - - - - - - 34
Temple B'nai Israel
Galveston, Texas - - ) - - - -
Temple Béth Israel
Houston, Texas = P 6 33 - 20 min, 95
Temple Beth KL S. ¢

San Antonio, l'exas = x 7-9 Ll F. 2 - 68




Non-Heorew “aught Together Amount of Number of
F\_Jl'l!‘lal with Grades Number of iime per Students in
CONGREGATION Litargy Lourse Hebrew Jifered Students #Textbook feek Interm. Yrades
Temple Uhel Shalom
Norfolk, Va. - = = - - - -
Temnle Geth Ahabath
Richmond, Va. - X 8-9 2L Py 3 = 36
Temple d= Hirsch
Seattle, flash. x - 11 - - - 164
Temple cmanu-EL B'nai
Jeshurun
kilwaukee, Nisc. - = = - - - 186
Washingtun Heorew Cong.
#ash., D.C. - - -= - - - 197
Holy Zlossom Temple
Torontd, Canada - . - — - - 2 > 180
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Temple A. unt Fauzht
ana uf Tlme Tugether with
Location g Stuaents Texlboux per Aeex 11eD rew I 11 111 Iv
A. Texas ) e, = - = 52 g2 86 3
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| 12 u3is I scoring Lhe answers, Lhe following system was used as tne vasis of evaluation:

e 4 rersunal answer was considered incorrect if it simply repeated an answer alrsady
11 £2) 163 ufferea in zectiun Jdesaling witn comprenensiun. If the answer was entirely omitted,

UF hag ne cunnection with the subject, or the student inoicated he did nut simnly
1] BhL w23 know L e answer, it was counted as incorrect. Un the other hand, an answer was
e L considered correct T an illustration or a personal example were offered. kEven

v 1% w3l if Lhe question were answersd in the broadest terms ("The words are like poetry
Ty s eSS tu ma") or with a nezative expressiuvn ("I believe 'n praying to Une dod, not ma_nl")
the answ r *as marded as correct,
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TEMPLE A (20 Ztu‘ents)
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f i A (&) Ll 19
1T 3 6 15 A6
J11 I 11 32 L7
IV 10 X5 2 b
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IV 28 19 6L 23 !
!
T®ILE C (137 Students) “r
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III 18 25 I L8 __ |
IV 14 20 1.0 67
ThI YLE D (136 Students)
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111 13 21 LB 5l
IV i s 1 L5 £8
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Answers Correct

QUESTION TEMPLE A. TEMPLE B. TEMPLE C. TEWPLE D,
I Xl 25 5 21
11 25 lul 29 2%
111 19 25 20 20
IV 19 17 19 19
Total Students 90 1Ll 137 136
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Deer Sir:

I would prestly eppreciaste your cooperstion in
connection with informetion sbout the teaching of
orayer book liturgy in your religious school, esveci-
ally as it perteins to the intermediate gredes. This
would be most helnful to me for the study I em making
in my Rabbinical thesis et the College-Institute.

I shell be deenly greteful to you if you would
kindly fill out the etteched postcerd end return it
to me et your earliest convenience.

With sincere thesnks, I remein,

Cordielly yours,

Milton Schlager
Senior Student HUC-JIR

1. In whet grade(s) of your religious school do wou
cffer a formel course in preyer book liturgv?

2, TIT you offer such a course in the intermediate
gredes (6 through 8) pleese give the following
informetion:

Grede(s) Totel No. of Students

Amount of time weekly
Is this being teught in connection with the study
of Heb? (yes, no)

Is e text book used by pupils? (yes, no)

If so, which?

3. How many vuonils do you have in the intermediate
gredes (6 through 8) of your religious school?

Comments: rohblems, effectiveness, of liturer

1nstruction?
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Hebrew Union College
Cincinneti 20, Ohio
April 29, 1953

Deer Religious School Directcr,

A short while back e postcerd ocuestionneire, similer
to the one printed here, wes sent to 211 congregetions with
two hundred members or more vho ere members of the Union of
Americen Hebrew Congresations. The findings will be used for
my rebbinicsl thesis st the Hebrew Union College.

As yet I heve received no response from your school.
In order to complete this nroject, I would greatly aporeciste
it if you could return the informetion bhelow to me.

My sincere thanks for your hel»fulness.
Sincerely,
¥ilton Schleger

1. In whet grede(s) of your religious school do you offer &
formal course in preyer book liturgy?
2. If you offer such a course in the intermediste grades (6
throufh 8) please give the following informetion:
Grede(s) Total No. of Students
Amount of time weekly
Is this being teught in connection with the study cf
Hebrew? (ves, no)
Is e text book used by the punils? (yes, no)
If so, which?
3. How meny purils do you have in the Intermediete gredes
(6 throush 8) of your religiocus school?
Comments: (»roblems, effectiveress, of liturgv Instruction])
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Dear Sir:

I wish to ex-ress my thenks for your kind resvonse
to the postel card cuestionnaire on Jewish preyer for children
e short time #go. Your helofulness is grestly esporecisted.

May I recuest snother fevor of you? I am enclosing
e student's cuestionneire which cen be filled out in only e
few minutes. The purpose of tkhis cuestionnsire is to gein
informstion for the vritine of & textbook on Liturey.

I would be most greteful if you would kindly hsve the
instructors of the intermediste predes (6-8) give out the
enclosed sheets to the cless members end heve them follow
the instructions on the top of the sheet. I em enclosing @&
stemped self-sddressed envelope for your convenience in
returning these student ruestionnasires.

Agein, sincere thanks for your helofulness,

Sincerely,

Milton Schlsger
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Yz
QUESTIONNAIRE

This ouestionn~ire is being given to religious school
students in Reform congregetions sll over the country and the
answers which you and others give will be helpful in the pre-
paration of & textbook on Jewish prsyers.

This is not s test and it will rnot count towerd your re-
ligious school grede, nor do you hsve to sign your neme, sO
you can sey exasctly what you went. Your aid will be greatly
aonrecisted.

Before you fill out this ocuestionnsire, pleecce lock over
the examnle given below and make sure you underst-nd whet you
are to do. Your tescher will be gled to exvlain anything that
you ere not sure of.

EXAVPLE

Here is e vreyer which aopeers in your preyer book. Rezad
this selection over carefully:

"AHO SHALL ASCEND THE MOUNTAIN OF THE LORD AND WHO SHALL
STAND IN HIS HOLY PLACE? HE THAT HATH CLEAN HANDS, AND A
J“URE HEART..."

Now answer these ouestions:

I. Which of the following stetements do you feel best
exvresses the mesning of the prayer? (Please check only one.)

1) If men is holy, he takes {x)4) One who does good is
the vplace of God. accepteble to God.

2) God is to be worshioped 5) One must wesh his hends
in the mountsins., before praying.

3) God dwells on mounteins.

II. Do you feel thst this ideas you have checked is importent
to you versonally? ({ES). What main resson do you have for
your answer?

_(THE RELIGTONS WAN CAN FE:T CLOSF TO GOD),

III. when this selection is recited in Temple, how much of &n
"inner feeling" of prayer do you get? (Please place a
check-mark on the scale below st the point which gives
the amount of "prayerfulness" you feel.)

/ (x) /
none a little a moderate amount a great de
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Now fill out the questionnaire. Take your time end enswer all
the cuestions. Remember, you ere esked to give only your own
opinions. —

"NAY THE WORDS OF MY MOUTH AND THE MEDITATION OF MY HEART
BE ACCEPTASLE UNTO THEE, O LORD, MY ROCE AND MY REDERVER,"

I. Which of the following strtements do vou feel best
exoresses the meaning of the praver? (Pleesse check only one.)

1) God eccepts all nrayers. _ L) One hones that nrayers
offered in the proper
___2} God accents only bprayers gnirit eare accentable
which the individusl &and to God.
not the congreration
recites. __5) God looks with favor

on peoble who “rey.
3) In >raying, one may pray
either sloud or ouietly.

I1. Do you feel thet this idea you have checked is imnortent
to you personally? . What main resson do you heve
for your enswer?

IT1. When this selection is recited in Temple, how much of
en "inner feeling" of prayer do you get? (Please place
a check-mark on the scele below =t the point which eives
the smount of "vrayerfulness" you feel.)

L 4 oo i

none a little e moderste amount a greet deal

"HE:R, O ISRAEL, THE LORD OUR GOD, THE LORD IS ONE."

I. Which of the following statements do you feel best
expresses the meaning of the prayer? (Plezse check only one).

1) Israel is God's people. L) The Lord is Iesrsel's God.
2) God hears our preyers. 5) The correct rsme for God
is "Lord".

___3) There is only one God.

II. Do you feel thet this ides you heve checked is importent

to you personally? . Whet main reason do you have
for your snswer?
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III. When this selection is recited in Temple, how much of
an "inner feeling" of prayer do you get? (Please place
e check-mark on the scale below -t the point which gives
the amount of "prayerfulness" you feel.)

/ VA

none a little a moderste amount a great desl

"WE #OW THE HEAD IN REVERENCE, AND WORSHIP THE KING OF
KINGS, THE HOLY ONk, PRAISED BE HE,."

I. Which of the following statements do vou feel best
exnresses the meening of the vdrasyer? (Plesse check only one.)

1) God exvpects us to bow L) Only by kreeling before
our heads when we Ddray God do we show how
to him, nowerful He is.

2) Just as eerthly kings 5) Wwe recognize the grestness
expect us to bow down of God.

before them, so does God.

__3) God will enswer our
orayers only when we
both bow our heeds &nd
bend our knees.

II. Do you feel th:t this ides you have checked is imhartant
to you personslly? « Whet main resson do you hsve
for your answer?

III. %hen this selection is recited in Temple, how much of
sn "inner feeling"™ of preyer do you get? (Plesse plece
a check-mark on the scesle below at the vpoint which eives
the emount of "prayerfulnessz" you feel.)

A

none a little a moderaste amount & greet deal

"TrE Ia W OF TEE LORD IS PERFECT, RESTORIMG T-E SOUL..."

I. which of the following st:tements do you feel best
expresses the meening of the pm yer? (Plesse check only one.)

1) There are no mistekes
in the Bible.

___2) God brings dead people ___ L) God is comrletely perfect.
to life.
__5) God's lews helv people to
__3) If ve don't resd the leed better lives.
Bible, we lose our souls.
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II. Do you feel thet this idea you heve checked is imvortant
to you nersonelly? . Whet mein reeson do you hsve for
your answer?

II1. When this selection is recited in Temple, how much of
an "inner feeling" of prayer do you get? (Please pk ce
e check-merk on the scale below at the point which gives
the amount of "orsyerfulness" you feel.)

/ L VA

rone a little a moderete smount a grest deal
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A chort time aco, & student's cuestionnsire wes sent
to vou. 1t csn be Tille’ ~ut av vour intermedizte eredes
(6=8) in only & few minutes. +he nur - 'ose of this nuestionneire
is to &sin informetion for tie writ ne of s textbook on
Liturey.

since time is esrowine short msrd I em verv enxious to
cornnlete this 1li ited studyv ~itlin the next few weeks, I
would deeplv snoreciete your uromot cooner tion in hesving
the nuestionnaires comoleted #ni returnrei to me.

I snzl’ be mo-t rreteful for vour renerous helnfulnesc,

with warm Herscnel thenk=, I remsin

Sincerely,

l'ilton Zchlerer
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WHY PEOPLE PRAY

Have you ever thought why people pray? I em surs you
could list a whole series of reesons. Many people pmy be=-
ceuse they feel it's & reliegious duty. They feel that since
there is 8 God who gives them life snd food, who brings the
blessing of sun and rein, the leest they cen do is to thenk
Him who made =11l this ~os=ible. Becsuse God pleys fair with
them, they ought to pley fair with Him. Therefore, by »reying,
such neonle believe they give to God whet belongs to God, be-
¢ use He gives to them whet belongs to them.

Others turn to prayer for self-protection. They try to
esteblish the right reletionship vith God, so thst He may look
down with favor upon their good deeds snd look sside from their
misdeeds. Such people sttempt to soften and bribe God with
gifts of many preyers and sccrifices of many benedictions to
get their own wey with God.

Still others orav for reasons of desvpeir. They turn to
God only in moments of stress -nd strain with the hove that
God will not leave them. In days of prosnerity and good heslth,
they usuelly gpive 1little thourht of prayer. But in times of
trouble, when money fails end friends feil end doctors fail,
they finally turn to prayer. As & last resort they hope prayer
will save them. We h:ve no doubt hezrd of how people leerned
to prey for the first time while they had to remain in foxholes.

By far, however, most people prey because they need and
went thines. The more they need, the more they boray; e&nd so
the less they need, the less they presv. To most people then,

prayer is s kind of two-way televhone line reeching 211 the
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way from man to God. When & man thinks he needs somethine,
all he hes to do is to mske his telephone call to God and soon
God sends back His decision. Such peonle hope to let God know
wh«t He does not seem to know, end expect He will do otherwise
now thet He hes hesrd their request.l

These esre only some of the reasons why peoole pray, there
ere many more, Nov let us turn to the story of Honi the resin-

meker and see why he prryed.

HONI THE RAINNAKER

This is the storv of Honi the reinmeker end why he vrsyed
for rain!

It is told th~t Honl pozsessed the mirsculous vower to
bring down rein while he stood in a circle he had made on the
ground., From this spot he swore not to move until his »rsver
was ~nswered. For the sske of showing his wonderful power of
preyer to all his friends, he would frequently bring down rzin
by preying in the circle.

Once rein wes bedly needed, =nd & osir of Rabhis went to
him in order to prey for the pcople., Thev found Honi et work
in the fields and ouickly told him the puroose of their coming.

After Honi learned th#t it wes rein they wented, he out-
lined & circle in the esrth snd begsn to »ray to Cod for rain,
A short time nassed end lieht rein begmn to fell. FEvervone
seemed vnle~sed with the lipht rein exceot Honi who felt thet
when he preved for rein, he vented = real rein. And so he
continued to »rsy on for & bigrer r=in. He did not have to

wait very long for it sterted to wind snd storm. The rain
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beren coming down in & most violent feshion. Soon the esrth
chenged to black mud, vet the rain would not stoo. Even Honi
could not =to»n it! In fact, his voice could no loneser dbe
heerd over the roar and thunder of the rein. The rzin noured
on. The fields ell beceme flocded, send Honil and his friends
elmost drowned, all because Foni wished to boast of his opawer
of preyer and wes not careful with his orayers.

The story of Honi should serve to teach us of the grest
power of pr-yer and thet we should learn to use it wisely end

cerefully.




JEWISH PRAYER
Until now we heve seen thet peonle in generel pmy for
meny different reasons. Some of these ressons are worthwhile
end others are not. In this section, however, we would like

to tell you why the Jewish person orsys. We believe you may

find the enswer in this quzint tele about the seintly Rabbi
Isreel Basel Shem Tov. Spun around this little folk=-tsle is
the Jewish concept of preyer with God.

On the Evening of Atonement, the holiest evening of the
yeer, the legend goes, Rebbi Isreel 2asl Sher Tov chsnted
"Kol Nidre" in the little svnagogue of his town. The followers
of the Rabbi listened to the simvle tune, #nd the eernestness
of the Rabbi moved them to deever resvect and reverence., He
seemed to utter each word with exceedirg difficultv, s though
strugeling to chent them. As he re-chented the melody the
third time, teers ren down his cheeks. The worshippers were
indeed surprised; but thelr surprise grew to astonishment,
when the Basl Shem suddenly s=ng the "Kol Nidre™ s fourth time.
T'his was difficult for them to understend, for this grest
prayer sung only in the Yom Kiospur services is traditionelly
chanted but three times.

In the meentime, there haed entered & villager end his
little son who wes a mute. A mute is e person who csnnot speek.
As the boy heard the sacred melody end beheld its impression
on the vpeople, he wes moved by the spirit of prayer. But
because he wes rute, the words would not come to his livs, snd

the words in the -raverbook he could neither resd nor understend.
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The only wey he could express his feelings was by blowing &
wooden reed which he mede for himself in the villege. And
es the worshippers stood in silent devotion, listenine to
the rebbi's chent of "Kol Nidre", suddenly there shrilled
scross the lowly synapogue the whistling of & wooden reed!

The worshippers were throvn into erxcitement, end they
wanted to throw out the lad who hed desred to bresk the
sanctity of the Holy Evenineg. BEut suddenlv The =sel Shem
Tov stoored his chent, &nd with joy uvon his fsce he turned
to the peovle #nd =seid:

"All this time I tried to hsve my preyers heerd in the
higher heevens. osSut our sins of the pest yesr stood like an
iron wsll between God end Isreel, and ell my oreyers f&iled
to bresk through end ascend to the hesvens on high. But when
this mute villsge boy whistled upon his reed, the steel wsll
wes suddenly torn esunder: &nd the holy melody of 'Kol Nidre!'
enproeched the throne of the holv One, blessed he Ee. The
desire to prey burned in his heert, snd God desires the heert
of man."

Such indeed, is the neture of Jewish prayver. It rises
out of the hesrt and reeches into the herrt to spesk with God.
It is thet wonderful force thrst drives & deaf Beethovenr to
compose metchless symshonies, end = blind ¥ilton to write
immortsl poetry, end a mute villsge boy to blow & besutiful

prever uvon & wooden reed. This is why the Jew przys.




WHAT "R/ YER VEANS TO VE

Prever csn be old end traditionel,or nraver csn be new.

It cen be the originsl end heertfelt thourht of any one of

us. The story that is to follow +ill exml=in this idee.

It wes just before the soundine of the rem's horn on
New Yeer in the little synarorsue of Rabhi Jacob. The neonle
were filled with »sicus ecstessv. The Rabbi pronounced the

| benediction end rzised the Shofer to his lirs. Rut suddenly,
he -ut it bsck on the »ul»nit. Fis follower<s were shocked and
looked &t one fnother in & strence w-y,

"Look, look how motionless the Rabhi stends,” they vhis-
nered to esch other. "Why does he not sound the Shofrr? Whet
is he weitine for? Woe, woe, who knows whet he now heholds
in the uvoper heavens on this dav of Judement?"

"They sey," one follower murmured to snother, "when our
caintly Rebbi is sbout to sound the sacred notes of the Shofer,
the evil spirits sttemot to confuse snd befuddle him. Who
car tell wh~t sgonies of the soul he now endures? Look how
tense he stends.”

But soon &nd suddenly the sounds of the Shofer vibrested
mishtilv throueh the lowlv synagogue. £And efter the service,
ae the peonle »ressed him for the mesning of the stranrce event,
he turned to them end s=id:

"It was rerlly nothing unneturel et sll. As I recited
the benediction over the Shofar, I saw in e vision that et the

lower end of our synegorue stood & villeger who had lived ell




his life smong oeasants fsr awey from & house of worshipn. As
he sew how we preyed, he also wanted to prey with us. But

he could not make out the words in the »rsyerbook. All he
knew wes but the alphabet, just the single letters. But the
longing to prey grew more passicnate, end he could not stand
speechless eny longer. And so, in & moment of ewakenirg, he
lifted his eves &nd mursured in whispers: 'Master of the
universe, Th¢ ert the Meker of ell becutiful preyers, end
Thou the Source of =11 holy utterances of the hesrt, Behold,
here is sn A,B,C, and wesve Thyself & oreyer.' The Ecly One
on high, who heers every bent of the human herrt, immedietely
sat down to weeve himself e nreyer cut of the letters the
csimple Jew had svoken. Neturslly I could not sound the Shofer
until the Holy One, blessed be He, haed mede Himself & besutiful
Dréyereee"

So heve men end women done throughout the sges. Out of
the al-hahet of their life-ex eriences end the letters of their
religious hopres, out of the A,B,C of their needs rnd ideels
they strike off eternal preyers in which mankind hopes, dreams,
end sdores God of the universe.

Todsy, just ss in the pest, we need toc snesk with God
in the rgeless words - which there ere no more ourifying in
ell the world then those we zre ebout tc rerd of in our own

Jewish prayer book.




THE PRAYER BOOK

The Jews have elwevs been known as "the veonle of the
book"., Among their meny ereet books, the book of »reyers
stends out as a cherished comnenion in everydey life.

Long esgo, veonle worshiped God through the sacrifice of
enimals, or even humen beinss. In the long history of religion,
the Jews were the first to chenge from such worship to more
civilized forms. For secrifice we substituted orryers; for
the burning of incense, we sesrched our hesrts =#nd thenked God
for His wonders and His goodness.

At the beginning, orsver wes vorivete, unorgenized. One
nraved #t eny time, in eny »lsce, in eny words, Eventuelly,
prever beceme opublic rnd ore-nized., We »reved et definite
times, in houses of worchin, in definite words,

The Hebrew word "siddur" mesns order, srranegement. Our
orayer book, the Siddur, is sn orderlyv collection of nrevers,
arranged accordine to the encient orectices of our vpeonle.
Some of it - for example, the "Shema" - wes com-osed over two
thousand yeers ago. Other parts were vwritten just a few

hundred yeers ago. Our modern Union Preyver Book included new

readings nd orayvers elso. VYost of the Union Preyer Book is

in Hebrew and English, but the "Kaddish" selection is in
Arsmeic, 8 lenguege svoken during the devs of the Second Temnle
in Zabhvlonis. Different nerts of the world have their different
versions of the Siddur, but nesrly 2ll sre based on the one
com~iled around 870 ",E. by Rabbi Amran, & erest Babylonian
scholer,

The Praver Book has merched with the Jewish neonle throursh
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twelve centuries of existence. It has neen with us at
births and st deaths, on Sebbaths and on work sasys, in times
of joy, and in times of sorrow. It hes chenged to meet the
chenging needs of the people. Its prayers esre not only
reouests to God; they ere prevers of thenks, the corfession
of sins, the reminder of egreat events in our history; the
nessages from the Eible, the Telmud, <nd other writings, and
the prest and orieinsl vpoetry of the Jewish peonle, the exvress-
ion of its deevest feeline.

Maimonides, the szge of the Middle Ages said: "Come to

your Freyer Book as if it held grest treasure, and »rsy *'with

deep feeling'."? But now let us allow the old Siddur to

tell its own story.

|
|
i
i




10.

TEE CLD SIDDUR

The little leather-bound 8iddur was very, very old.

Once the gold letters on its cover hed gleasmed brishtly and
not 8 single vege haed been missine. But that wes one hundred
ani fiftv yveers eego, when & young women in & Jevish town in
Russis hed received it as & weddine rpift.

But thoush 0ld end worn, the Siddur remr~ined »roud. "Not
only am I a Holy book," it would say to itself, "but I elso
have the history of five generetions writter on myv vagrs. I
can tell when members of the family weres born, when they merried,
and on whet dey they died."

When the family emigrsted to Americs the Siddur treveled
with it, It hed errived fifty years ago, brought by a young
woman when she ceme to live here with her husbend., It wes her
most nrecious rermembrance of her mother, end whenever she felt
unhaopy or distressed, she would turn to the Siddur snd pour
out her tronbles to the little book,

Years passed. The woman's three sons grew to manhood.
Then her husb2nd died. The sons merried 2nd settled in far-
aw-y cities. The o0ld womsn wes left slone with her Siddur in
g little flet in the Jewish section of New York's lower East
Side.

One dey the lonesome old women fell ill. Kind neighbors
took care of her for & while. Then they decided that she
needed better cere tien they could esive her. They found =
plsce far awsy from her old home. She never returned. The

Siddur was left e11 alone in a corner of the room in a pilie
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of dusty paners.

One dsy the jenitor ceme end removed sll the old ledy's
noszessions. He took the Siddur end all the other vavers he
could find and out them in & pile near the ash cen outside the
house.

Evening hed settled slowlv on the city. The old slums
were steeped in fog. It hed grown d-rk end & proun of rsgeed
boys g-thered in the streets and began to light bonfires into
which they threw o0ld pepers =nd emptv certons, which thev hed
picked up in the slleys.

Right in front of the old Siddur's house they started
their biggest fire. Soarks flew out into the nisht end the
red tongues threw & bright lieht on the sncient prsv buildings.

"More pever, fellows, more vaver!"™ one of the bovs shouted.
A bov in a blue sweester walked over to the pile. His eyes fell
on the Siddur and his voice rang with glee. "Hey, this one
will rea-lly burn!”

"Dear God, have pity on me!" the Siddur bitterly pleaded
with all its vrasyers. "Heve I lived for one hundred snd fifty
yveers only to be burned like a bz er screp on the tresh-hesp?"

The moment haed come. In a matter of seconds, the encient
book, which had brought lisht and hope to generations of Jews
would flere up and crumble into & tiny heep of ashes., But
snother voice, that of s little Jewish boy who hed seen its
neges in the light of the flames wes heerd. "Hold on & minute!
That's & holy oraeyer book. You're not =lloved to burn &

nrsver book,"

"I'm sorrv, I didn't know," his friend seid. "Here,
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you ccn have it if you waznt."

The Jewish boy took the Siddur cerefullv, gently wiped
it with his sleeve &nd cerried it off to e tiny synagogue,
where he nut it into the bookcese among the othe~ holy books.

"Whew!"™ the old =iddur pented hesvily.

£ time leter, a2 sleek new sutomobile drew up bhefore the
curb end from it steored & t:r11l, h:ndsome young man. He looked
et the synegogue, his fece lost in thought. He entered and
spoke to en o0ld men with & white bezrd who set studving nesr
the window.

"Pardon me for disturbing you", the ycung men seid. "But
I heerd that en o0ld ledy nemed Rechel Rebinowitz died in this
neighbtorhood."

"He's telking ebout my Rechel Rebinowitz. There is her
ncme right on the first pege," the Sid ur whispered excitedly.
"He must be lookine for me!l"

"I'm sesrehing for #n old femily Siddur that she owned.
iy fether used to sey thet our vtole femily history wes vritten
in that Siddur."”

"Uh, if only I co=ld shout, or cell, or sneek!" the little
Siddur trembled in the bookcsase.

"I'm afraid I can't help you," the 0ld man wes ssying.

"So meny important books ere thrown out snd burned in this
neighborhood."

The Siddur held its breeth. The young men wes turning
to go. Suddenlv the old men spoke segrin, "Jewieh children

sometimes rescue & holy book and bring it here. Look in the

bookcese. Perhaps you mey find it there."
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The young men welked over to the bookcase. The Siddur
could not stend the susnense #ny longer, and as the young man
wes exemining the books, it shuddered with excitement, end
fell to the floor.

The yvoung men picked it up snd crsually lesfed throurh
its vages. Suddenly he stovred =nd celled out: "I've found
it!"

"Your grandmother wes verv fortunste,” the old men sighed.
"Wot a1l veople czn find their grendchildren."

And the o0ld =iddur begen 2 new life. Among the feding
nemes written on its vellowed »ages is one new nenme.

"Today, in this month snd yeer, e deushter has "“eer born

to me, and she hes received the nesme of Rachel.”
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THE SYNAGOGUE

After we think of Jewish orrver end the Siddur, we must
consider the third »ert of the trisngle - the Synago~ue. The
synagosue is ecuslly imvortsnt to us todev. So let us leern
something ebout the synarorue.

When the Jewish peonle were exiled from their own lapd
¢fter the destruction of the First Temole (586 B.C.E.) they
no longer hed the lemple et Jerusslem &s the center for their
religious observence. In Babvlon, we fird the synagogue
becoming &n institution. The word "synagopue" derives from
a Greek word mesrning "plece of essemblv". It wes e2lso a house
of leerning end & house of worshion., It wes within this
institution thet & new form of religicus observence prew up -
nrever.

From these beginnines, r-ligious observences as we know
them in Western civilization developed, The forms edonted by
the Jewish peonle becsme the source from whichk other relisions
drew, until todey there is not & »olece in the Western %orld
where a house of worship cennot ve found. There men p=ther
together to orev to God.

The synagogue hes often mesnt much wmore than this to its
community. It has been the center of & men's life, Here
preyers were srcid when he wes born; here he studied #s a
child; here he wes Besr Mitzveh or confirmed: here he vrayed
8s & man; here he wss merried; here he celebrated the birth
of his children; here he helned the needy: end here tco, he

remen bered those who died. All this he did, not slone, but
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with his femilv snd friends in his communitv &nd in -he
ynasoeue,

A =vnacomie c2n he formed hvy v ten men. Thev e=n meet
in any structure. 4As we know it todev, it is rfter a lerce
institution, comnhoced of merv hundreds of femilies *ho have
elected 8 rsbhi to serve s2 *neir s-iritusl lesrder. .hether
it is laree or small, i~ it t'ere s +n ATk contasinine the
toren, over hiel hturns nterdilc the Eternal Lisht,

Therefore, we should remember thet toeether +ith Jewish
rover and tre 8iddur, we must elso include the synegorie,
Leve you ever hLe=zrd of a weenine svnerco-ue? Well, the story
thet is to follow tells us sbout sn old weenine svnecsorus in

nland 2nd why it sterted to ween.

T=8 WEEPING SVVAGON'TR

The =s=vnarocie wes =0 old thet net ever the o’dest Jew
in torn ecnould re-emher ~hen services hed last heen held the-e,
It steod on tre outskirts of 82 1ittle villeee ir “o0le+4d,
nestlins betveen gisnt nine trees ~ith eress eprowing wild
around it. The old stone stens lerdine into tle =vnsrorue
were cracked, end s»errows hed built their nests under the
enves of its eruabling roof,

In town it wes known a&s the Weenines =vnarsorue, snd
stories were told that at midrieht, when nious Jews rise
from their beds to mourn the destruction of the Te-nle in
cernselem, an eerie sonnd would be heerd from within the
decerted svnescorue, the souni of unesrthlv wee»ing nunctusted

nv the dri~, dri->, drin of weter, ss if the rottins roof
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were reining tesrs onto the deceying floor.

The old men of the town heve & story to tell of this
deserted synegogue. MNeny yeers ego, they relate, & grest and
lesrned rabbi hed lived there. He wes very poor, end his
home wes & tinv house not fer from the synsgorsue. But it was
more than sufficient for his needs, for he svent ell of his
ievs end most of his nig-ts in the synsgogue, studying the
Torah.

%hen the town was sslee>, the rebbi would =it =lone in
the huece derk synsgogue, vith only & small cendle to zive him
light. He would sit for hours bent over the bies book in
front of him, studying, seerching, thinking.

Once, when it was past midnight, the resbbi, ss usueal,
szt a.lone in the synegosue. Suddenly, he heard e voice
from inside the Holy Ark: ™Your oiety has been noted in
Heeven. As & rewcrd you have been grented, in this svecisal
moment of grece, &ny wish you mayv meke. Whetever it is, it
shell be fulfilled. Hurry, for the time is short.”

The rabbi thousht, "What cen I wish for? Riches? That
leeds to ereed. Power? Thst brings cruelty. Honors? They
may meke me contemvntuous of my fellovw m=n, Wisdom? The
Toreh itself is the source of 211 wisdom end I study it dey
end night. No", he whis»ered to himself. "I hrve nothing to
wish for."

At that moment, he hesrd & sobbing inside the Holy Ark

and aesin the voice spoke:

"Oh, vou unfortunate men. You did not think of the millions




o® suffering oeonle £ll over the world. You could have
wished for ‘'e-ce, for en end to human suffering, for salvetion
for the entire world. But you thoueht on'y of yourself.”

The next morning, when the synsgosue was ovened, the
rabbi wes found on the floor near the Holy Ark in s dead
feint.

Quickly the peovle cerried him to his little house.,

dhen he recovered he ordered thet the oldest end most pilous
of the Jews in the town be crlled to his bedside. He told
them whrt had he» ened in the night, and when he had ended
his tele, he closed his eves end died.

The followine night, when the centor wes ebout to enter
the synegoesue, he heard a soft sobbirg inside. From thet
day, every night vpest midnight the sobbing 2ni the sterdy
driosaine of the wster c¢c:n be hesrd. It is the synegorue
itself, weeoing over the suffering the world might heve been

spared.




18,

THE SABEATH
Now we &re resdy to soerk about =ore perts of the
Sebnetl. service., e heve selected the Sebheth service because

it is tyoic=l end verkars the most femili-r service to us,

rowever, before ve touch unon the servire, a word sghout the

cebbeth. Knowledee ebout the =ebbsth will offer us & >etter
ovnorturity to epnreciste the -revers recited on thet helv dev.

rech week of our lives, there comes e dsv of reet. For
tre Jews, Seturdsv: for the Gentile, Sundev: for the Yohem=
meiasn, Fridesy,

This dav of rest, this Sebbeth, is e unioue Jewish
contribution to the life of =11 peo~les of the world., It
besen ir the devs of the EBivle. The Ten Commendments tell
us: "Remember the Sebbsth Dev, tc keev it zolv." For on the
seventh dev of the Creeticn, God finished His work, end Ee
rested. oo man, too, rests from his lebors on this seventh
dev. And beceuse we once were sleves In Eeyot, end were
freei, we must heve » rest-dev for ourselves, and our servents,
tend the "strenger within our eates.”

These two idess h=sve been en imnortent -ert of Judeism
from ite verv besinnines, I&n was creeted in the im=rce of
God: the cebbeth is s reminder of the codl’ke end s»irituel
nuzlities of men. s»nd the Sebbath is & symbol of freedom;
just =s the Jewish peosle were eiven a 3abbeth from their
slevery in &eyot, so must eech of us heve freedom from
versonel lebor.

Sebbeth observance has menv forms end, within Judeism
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itself, & lerge variety of customs. Deenest is the thought

of the Sebbath #s = source of rest ard insvniretion, e time for
prever £nd sineinge, a renewel for the coming week, In ouiet
study, in the eetherinegs of friends end femilies, the Sabbath
finds expression todey. So trken for egrented is this custom
amone &1l the civilized world, in every relieion, thet we do
not osuse to think how strenge, how hurried, how opnnressive,
cur lives -would be without our weekly Sabbrth. Now let us

reaed & story &bout the Sebbath dsy.

REME.BER THE Sa4BPATH DAY

In a smell vil'age in “elestine there lived three
friends, & lohsmmeden, & Christian, end e Jew. The Nohesmmedsn
kent his Sabbeth on Fridsy, the Christisn on Sundeav, end the
Jew, of course, on Ssturdsy.

On fridsy the Je» znd the Christisn set out for their
fields. When the Jew saw thet the £rsb's field wss but half-
mlourshed, he sgid: M"Todcy mv friend cen 30 no work. It is
his cebbrtn day. Tomorrow it mey rzin, =2nd he mey not hsve
his field plourched in time “or the sowineg. I shall vlough
Lis field & little, and thereby it msy be thst his work will
be eessier for him."

In the meantime, the Christian h:d seid much the seme
thine to himself, so that, unew: re of erch other's oresence,
they plourhed the #rsb's field, one from the east, the other
from the west,

On the next dsy, when the 4rsb ceme and found his field

%11 plouched, he wondered, sayine to himself, "Who could heve
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nlourhed mv field? It must be th=t God hes sent Fis ancels
to heln me".

l.onths passed by, &nd the time of rea»ine came. It was
cundey. <The Jew =nd the Areb hed zone to their fields, and
the Christien remesined at ho~e to xeep his Sgbhsth., VWhen the
Jew saw that his Christien friend's corn »z2s full &nd resdy
to cut, he seid: "Todav my neighbor crnnot cut his gm in.
Tomorrow @ wind mav core &and scetter his seeds., I shesll cut
a 1little for him while I heve the time."

Now, strenge to sey, vhile the Jew was thinkine of his
Christien friend's corn, the Arab had the seme thoueht, so
that, unseen bv each other, they cut the Christiasn's ersin,
the Jew from the south, the arzb from the rorth.

The next dev the Christian went to his field, &nd found
the reenine done. bHhe was surorised, and tried to exvolsin 1it.
"It must be that God hss sent His good sngels to cut my corn
for me", he mused.

Reeping time passed and the sesson of threshing soproached.
It wes Seturdesy. The Jew remembered his Ssbbeth dey "to keep
it holv." The Arab thouecht to himself: "Ah, the rain is
comine, and it is the dey of rest of our Jewish friend. Alas!
The rzin will wesh his prein awey". And goine to his Christian
neiehbor, he ssid, "Come, neighbor, let us thresh the erain
“or our friend, the Jev".

To this the Christisn zladly epreed, and after threshine
the prain, they bound it uv end covered it with strew to
orotect it from the rain.

When Sundey ceme, &nd the Jew set out for his field, he




found nis grsin not only well-threshed, but dry under the
strew. Then, liftine ud his eyes to heaven, he excleimed,
"s]essed art Thou, O Lord, who dost send Thy engels to help

those who remember Thy Sebbath dey, 'to keep it holy'".
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STORY COMENTARY
ON

THE MORNING SERVICE FOR THE SAB3ATE *

* Introductory prevers pages 107-112
The Borchu vege 118

The Sheme and Its Blessines peges 118-124L

The Amida peges 124-126

138-1L0

nesding of the Scripture pages 14L4L=150

sdoretion nsges 150-151
Keddish page 152

’revers for different occasions

* 411 prayers are taken from the peges of the Newly Revised
Edition of the Union Preyerbook, Volume I.




MORNING SERVICE FOR THE SABBATH
How goodly &re thy tents, 0 Jecob, thy

dwellings, O Israel! Through Thy greet mercy,

0O God, I come to Thy house end bow down in

the fecr of Thee. O Lord, I love the place

of Thy house =nd the ebode in which Thv glory
dwelleth. And so I bow down, end edore Thee,

0 God, my Meker. Ney my orever be offered in

en sccepteble tine; meyest Thou, in the prertnress

of Thy -ercy, answer mme according to Thy faithfulness,

The Norning Service for the <ebhath sterts on »age 100,
It begins with e selection by the choir, "How Goodly Are Thy
lents, U Jecob™, This parssreph is m=de of verses teaken
from different parts of the Bible. We shall find many more
orayvers of this sort in our preyerbook. A long time esgo the
writers of the orayerbook gethered different verses from the
bible in order to form one prayer. The prayer abhove is en
exemple of this sort of work. Verses have heen taken from
Numbers 24, Psaln 5, rsaln 26, Psalm 69 and Psal~ 95.

In connection with the first verse, "How roodly are
thy tents, O Jscob, thy dwellings, O Israel”, the Bible tells
us a strenege tale. This verse was not svoken by & Jew. A
cert in non-Jewish proohet was invited by an enemy of the
Jews to curse the Jews. But when this Prophet beheld the
tents and homes of the encient Israselites, arraneed so
her oniously end pe:cefully, a picture of happiness =nd

nros 'erity, he was swent ewey in admir=tion end blessed them
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inetead: "How rooily sre thy tents, C Jec-b, thv dewllines,
¢ Isreel”.
.ccordine to the manh:i=, the "tents" are the "tentes of
ynpah™. end the "dwellines" are the synapoenes and Temnles,
irese Siblicsl verses have core 1O eX)ITess the feelines

s¢ resect snd joy of the Jew on enterine the House of God. °

1r order to remember the lesson of tnis oraver, let us reed

tire storvy of "The T.o Erotr.ers”.

™% TWC BROTHERS

‘‘apv. mery vears ago on A s10% where the ritv of Jeru-
anlem now astwndsz, there lived two hrothers. Both were
fapmars., One lived with his wife en? children on one side of
the hill, snd the cother was ynrerried snd lived in & little
sut on tie other side of the hill.

(ne vear the hrothers head = ~srtienlerle good harvest.
he merried brother stood on his =ide of the hill looking
.+ hie tsll shemves end excleimed: "how esood God is! why
dces he bless me with more than my arother? I heve e wife
snd childre-, but my brother is elone. I em so much better
a®f then he. I do not need 211 these erons. when my brother
ie galees tonisht, I shell cerry some of mv cheeves over the
ni11 to his fields. Tomorrow when he swakens, he will never
notice what ~ have done.,"

\"ile the mer~ied brother stood thirkine thus, the un-
wepried hrother on the other side of the hill set in meditation:
"G~d4d he sr=ised Tor is 1ivine k'ndne=ssi But I wish He hed

jone less for =e ani more for mv brother, for mv brother hes
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gre-ter —eeds than I. I hsve as much fruit and grain as

my brother althoush my brother must shere his hearvest with
his wife and children. They will shsre mine, too. Tonight
when they are all asleep, I shall plece some of my sheasves
on my brother's fields. Tcmorrow he will never know thet he
hae more or thet I heve less."

30 both brothers weited heopily #nd towerd midnight,
each wert to his own fields, lozded his shoulders high with
grain, end turned toward the top of his hill. It was exsctly
midnight when on the sumuit of the hill the brothers met.
nealizing thet each hed thoursht only of the other, their
herrts overflowed with joy &nd res»ect, and they wvarmly
embreced one snother with teers of hevopiress in their eyes.

On thest s 0ot where the brothers met with the feelings
of kindness, resnvect end joy, the fir-t Temole was built.
/henever we enter the ‘emnle or Svneenrie todsy end recite
the preyer, "How goodly..." 1 t us elws—s remember the
examole of the two unselfish brothers, and be filled 'ith

feelings of kindness, resonect end joy.
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The soul which Thou, O God, hest given
unto me came pure from Thee. Thou hast crested
it, Thou hest formed it, Thou hast bresthed it
into me; Thou he=t preserved it in this body,
and, at the avpointed time, Thou wilt tske it
from this esrth thet it may enter uvon life
everlesting. While the breeth of 1life is within
me, I will worshio Thee, scvereign of the world
and Lord of &ll souls, Preised be Thou, 0 God,
in whose hends ere the souls of £ll the living

end the svirits of &1l flesh,

Following the music by the choir which begins the service,
there comes the anove orever. This nreayer is cuite old end
auite femous. The maein thought of the prayer is very importent
to us. Some people believe thet human belnes ere born evil.
This is whrt is generelly referred to as the "originsl sin".
The Jewish people, on the other hend, sey thet beceuse man
is created in the imege of God, he was born good. He wves
born with & vure soul. "The coul which Thou, 0 God hast
given unto me ceme pure from Thee,™ is the belief of the
religious Jew., If the soul remains pure depends on the
deeds and thoughts of the verson. The verson has the choice
wrether or not he wishes to kee» his soul oure.6

The Rabsis heve told us: "Just es God lives in the
world and cerries it, unseen yet seeing all, existing es the

Only Ore, the Perfect, esnd the Pure, yet never to be reached

or found out; so the soul penetrstes end cerries the body,
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&8 the one iure end good being which sees end holds all
things, while itself unseen end unresched.” The Bezl Shem
Tov teught thst in the lowliest of men there dwells a soul,
a secred mystery, the gesrment of the Living God. MNan is

obliged to keen this g-rment s otless in order thet he may

return it whenever bidden, without btlemish., ™Purity of heert,
poodness of mind end love for sll creetures vreserve the soul
| from evil.’

The legend thet follows, however, tells of & soul thst

' did not remein vure as Gal intended it to be.

BODY AND SOUL

' The Roman Emperor Antoninus once seid to Reb>i Judeh

. ti e “rince, "Cn the pgreat Dey of Judgment, soul end hody will

| eac.. pleed their excuse for =in committed. The bodv will sey
to the Heevenly Judee, 'It is the soul, and not I, that hes
sinned. Without it I em &s lifeless =8 & stone.' On the
other hend, the soul will ssy, 'How cen vou say thst I wes
the csuse of the sin? It is the bhodv thet hes dracced —e

4
i
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"Let me tell you a story," answered Rabbi Judsh the Prince.

"4 king ornce hed a2 becutiful gsrden stocked with the choicest

T —

fruits. ne set two men to keep guesrd over it - & blind men
and & leme man. 'I see some fine fruit over there', said the

' leme men one dey. 'Come up on my shoulder,' said the blind

——
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man, 'I will ecerry you to the =pot, and we shell both enjoy

-
e,

the fruit.' The owner, missing the fruit, celled both men

before hir for ounishment. ‘'How could I have been the thief '
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remerked the leme men, 'seeirg thet I cennot welk?' 'Conld
I heve stolen the fruit?' ssid the blind men, 'T em uneble
to see enything.' Whet did the king do? He placed the lame
r~rn on the shoulders of the blind men end sentenced them both
as one.®

In the s'me way will the Divine Judge of the Universe

give out judgment to the body end soul jointly.
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Lord of all worlds, not in relisnce udon our
ovn merit do we ley our supplicetions before Thee,
but trusting in Thine infinite mercy clone. For
whet ere ve, whut is our life, whet our goodness,
wh=t our power? Whet cen we sey in Thy oresence?
Are not ell the mighty men &s naught before Thee
end those of greast renown as though they had never
been; the wisest es if without knowledre, end men
of underst: nding ss if without iiscernment? Meny
of our works ere vein, and our devs vpase swev like
a shedow, Our life would be eltogether venity,
were it not for the soul “!ich, "eshioned in Thine’
ovn imege, gives us assurence of onr hicher destiny
end imperts to our fleeting devs an abidine velue,

zelo us, Y God to benish from our hesrts ell vain-
glery, pride of worldly possessions, and self-sufficient
leaning upon our own reason. Fill us with the =pirit
of meekness and the grece of modesty thet we mav
erow in wisdom &nd in reverence. ey we never forget
thet 2l1l we heve and pri~ve is but lent to us, & trust
for we must render sccourt to Thee. O hervenly Father,
nut into our hearts the love snd swe of Thee, thrt
we may consecrste our lives to Thy service end glorify

Thy neme in the eyes of ell men.

This prever is even older then the one before. It is aleo

connected in thoucht to the orededing presyer. The first part
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nt the »rever tells us to be modest. We mav hsve a nure

soul riven to us by Goi, but s we heve slresdyvy exnlrined,

this Apes not =meke us sunomr ticellv rood 2eonle. This means

we =hould not bosst of or —elv =snlelv on this rift from God
bec=2nuse many ti es we cften s~01il our God-esiven nuslities.
iherefore, this nrever berins by savi-e: "Lord of cll vorlds,
not in relisnce u»™nn our own merit 4o we lsvr ~ur suonlicetions
pefore thee, but trusting in Thine infinite mercv slone.,"

as & result t:erefore, we gsk God to heln us keen nurselves eood,
cle=n and noble. At the same ti e we are re—inded that we

nave no time to waste on heine hosstful, orsud, or self-centered,
especiellv whe we reslize th-t we ere not rcoines to live for-
ever, for all e h ve is but lent to us for e short time,

"' v we never forget thket gll we heve snd -rize is "t lent to

as, 8 truet for which 've mi~1 r...der gccount to Thee." So

let us lerrn to gn- recinsrte 2nd be epreteful for the immortsent

thi £s in life: health, herutv, educstion, lovire rerente aArd
frierdg.?' The storr th t is to follow tries in & most

neentiful sshion to emnhssize this verv idesn,

THE JEWELS
Rebhi Meir stsyed during the whole of the Sabhrth=-dav
in the School instructing the peonle. During his absence
from the house his two sons died, both of them of erect besutv
end erest lesrnine., His wife carried them to bed, arnd snresd
a white coverine over their bodies.
In the evenine Rebbi Mei.r came home. "Where are my

=one?" he -sked, "T 1lnoked and looked eround the school, anrd




3le

I did not see them there." She reve him e vine cu», He
oreised the Lord at the coing out of the Sebhath, drank the
vire, end sgein essked: "Where ere my sons?" "They ere not
very fer off", she seid, snd placed food before him that he
might eegt.

when he hed ssid pgrece efter the mesl, she spoke to
hiv in the following manrer: "Ky desr husbend, I would like
to ask you but one cuestion.” "Ask it then," he replied.

"A few dsve 8g0 a person entrusted some jevels inrto my hends,
and now he demsnds them of me; should I give them *reck

ge+in?" "This is 2 ocuestion thet mv wife should not heve
thourht it necess=rv to ask! Would vou for one moment hesiteste
to return to someone whrt is his own?" "No," she renlied;

"pbut yet I thought it best not to return them ithout sverkine
to you first.”

She then led him to the bed, &nd tock the white covering
from the deed bodies. "Ah, my sons! My Sons!"™ loudly cried
the father. "My sons! The light of my eves!" The ~other
turned =nd we-t bitterly. After ;;hile she took her husbend
bv the hend, end s-id, "Did you no% terech me thet ve must not
be hesitent to return thet which wes entrusted to our keeoing?
See - the Lord gives, =nd the Lord tekes swey; blessed be

the neme of the Lord!"
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May it be Thy will, O Lord our God, to leead
us in Thy weys, that Thy neme may be honored and
Isrsel be blessed by our sctions., MNay we walk
according to the precepts of Thy lew, and, remsining
firm in our devotion to Thee, may we never f¢ll into
temptetion or sheme. MNay cur better nature elways
orompt us to discharee our duties feithfully end to
do good with & willine hesrt. Gird us with streneth
to govern our inclinetions in accordence with Thy
will. Grent, O Father, that by our conduct we may
win favor in Thine eves end in the eves of our

fellowmen.

This closing vert of the introductory prsvers comes
from en old prayer in the Telmud, It esks God's helv to use
our better neture for the fine and noble things in life. We
oray thet this mey be the will of God.’ The story thet we
ere sbout to read shows how the good and kind person often
does not realize thet his actions are bound u» with the will

of God.

TZE JUDGMENT OF THE WIND
During the devs of King Solomon 2 very voor widow named
Shunemith lived in a hut in e smell fishing villege on the
snhores of the Mediterraneen. HLere she dwelt end errned a
20or living by doine odd jobs.
One winter vhen the winds were esopecially harsh and

money wes scarce, the poor widow soon found herself without
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work or food. She knew not to whom she could turn for help.
She thought of going to the fishermen, but reelized thet they
too, were in great want becsuse of the stormy season.

Not far from the villege, 2 verv rich men lived in olenty.
One morning Shunamith decided to zo to the rich man =nd ssk
for heln. When she aooroached the house, she found him standing
in the doorwsy. He asked her who she wns and whst she wanted.
snunemith replied thet she was from the villsee, and thst for
meny dsys she hed not tssted food. She asked him for something
to eet. The rich men pointed to his laree fields snd seid,
"Look, Shunemith, et my servents who are unlosdine mv carsvens.
I heve just returned from Jeruselem and have seer King Solomon
in his berutiful palace., Solomon was sittings upon a throne
of 20ld =nd wes surrounded with manv »esutiful thines. One
of his seyines which impressed me mnst was: 'He who hstes
cifts shell 1live.' Therefore, I will pive you nothing.
nowever, you may take wh+t little flour you csn find thst
hes sifted out of mv flour sacks,"

The womsn gsthered uo whet little flour dust she could
find end returned to he» home. With this flour she wa:s able
to make three small cekes. She said "erece" end wes about
to eet them when suddenly the door of the hut opened &nd a
very ooor men csme inside. He begeed for food, s=ying he had
not esten in meny deys. Shunamith gsve the men one of the
crnzes, He blessed her end left. Aecein she se=id "ersce" and
was about to eat when agein the door wes ovened and enother

poor mzn essked for somethirg to eat. The widow could not
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refuse. After the msn hed left cshe ~icked un» the third cake
shen suddenlvy & erest wind swe-t throush the hut snd e-rried
her lec<t caske out to ses. ZEven thousch the women wees in
depair ue did not feel sorry thet she hed riven th= first
tvo ceges ewev; but she could not urderstend whv her lest
ceke hed heen teken from her. "The wind hsd no resson for
tekine my cake," she ssid., "T will go before Solomon &nd he
#4111 pass judement on the wind."

She srrived in Jeruselem, went hefore the kine, 2nd told
i-n what ned haosened. "Now," she seid, "you: must juiee the
wini." "Verv well," sa'd the king, "nut I see vou are tired.
Firet you must rest end refresh vourself.”

While she wes restine, three mey came hefore the king
ard in their hends were larse secks, and thls wes wh=t thev
tn1d tie kire: "We sre Ishmaelite merchents, vho heve fust
lended ~ur c'reo. .hile we were st sesz = ere=st storm rTrose
end the seilors lost control of the shin, Suddenlv after &
larce ws'e broke over the shi», we found th:t it hed ceused
a leak., We celled to our gods end to tie rods of other nat’ons
but they did not heer. Then we celled to the God of Isrsel
and msde & vow: 'If you deliver us, O God of Isrrel, 8ll the
-0ld snd silver thet is in these sacks will be vours.' At
++ gt very moment a crert wind »Hsssed over the shin end blew
comethirg into the hole. Immedietelv the water stoed
~lowine into the -~hin. «e srrived s._felv srd heve come to
~- e s00d -ur vow. Yhere i~ vour God thnt we mey rewerd him?"

Thev were verr much setonished when Solomon told them thet
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nis God wss invisible; they asked the king whet they should
do with the rewsrd they had vowed to give to the God of Isrsel.
ooloron ssked thew whet it was that haed stooped up the hole
in the ship. They replied thrt 1t was & =smell ceke. And one
of then produced the ctke &nd hended it to Solomon. Solomon
then called to Shunamith end esked her if the cake heloneed
to her. "Yes," she c¢ried. 'Whereupon the kineg h=srded downm
trnis judement: "The three secks of silver sni c0ld shell be
riven tc this woman."

The merchents gladly followed Solomon's sdvice. ‘Whereuoon
Solomwon turned to Shunamith end said: "Teke the silver and
tne eold! They are yours. God hes given vou this in -ayment
for your ceke, snd know thet everything eood is done sccording

to the 11l of God."
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Eerly will I seek Thee,
God, my refuge strong:
Late prepered to meet Thee

with my evening sconge.

Though unto Thy grestness
I with trembling sosr, -
Yet my inmost thinkinge

Lies Thine eves before.

Whet this frail hesrt dresmeth
~nd my tongue's voor sveech,
Can they even distznt

To Thy greatness reech?

Being great in mercy,
Thou wilt not despise
rraises which till deeth's hour

From my soul sheall rise.

This is & trenslation of & Eebrew poem »ritten bv the
creat master of noetry, Solomon Ibn Gebirol. The first letter
in eacn Eebrew stasnze soells out the neme of the sut or,
Solomon., In this short vpoem the esuthor answers the following
nuestion: If God is supnosed to know our thourchts even
before we utter then, why o»ray to God? The answer is that
we do not ‘rey to God to inform Him, but rether thrt God ir

His love and mercy for His children desires to hesr their
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voices like any fether listening to his children.

This besutiful poem wrs inserted for the purnose of
setting the proper feeling and attitute tow=rd praver.
liow let us examine the feelings of three Rabhis tow-rd

sreyer .10

THE FEELINGS OF THREE RABRIS TOWARD PRAVER

The first Rabbi teueht: "It is not “roer to start
nrever with e feeling of sedness, nor with sn attitude of
leziness, nor in a svirit cf lsughter, nor irn s manrer of
low talk or jokine. The best attitude to have for one vho
is ebout to pray is onlv in s mood of joy rcsused throueh the
performance of & good deed.

The second Rebbi spoke &end &sked the first Rebhi: "Why
hovever do you vpray so fest?"

Tke first Rebbi replied: "The reescn is simple. I love
thie vords of the prayers; therefore I trv to swellow them
ouickly."

"But," contirued the second Rebbi. "I too, enjoy the
orayers, end yet I sey the words slowly."

"Your words," excleimed the first Rabbi, "are like
flemine fire, so you must give them & chence to cool,"

The third Rabbi tesught thet when we bprey we should
el ays heve the Lord in our thouehts. However", he was
nsked: "Csn we think of the Lord when we are engaeged in
buyirg and selling?"”

"Surely we csn," answered the third Rebbi. "If we ere

eble to think of business when ve are preying, we should be

eble to think of preying when we ere doing business."
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Rejoice in the Lord, ye righteous, for
praise befitteth the uvrieht.
The Lord loveth rishteousnecs end justice,
the earth is full of His kindness.
The counsel of the Lord stendeth forever
And His our~cses througsh ell penerations.
He fashicneth the heerts of men
he considereth €11 their deeds.
A king is not seved by the multitude of his
hosts
Ner is &8 miehty man delivered by mere
strength.
Our soul weiteth for -he Lord,
He is our help end our shield.
The Lord redecemeth the soul of Fis servsnts,
None thst teke refuse in Him shsll be

forssken.,

This oraver is besed on Pselm 33. It hes for its mein
idee the thought thet the righteous neonle have faith thet
God vill deliver them from their troubles becsuse Ee is a
righteous God. He will never forseke those who believe in
kin. end live by His word.ll Commentineg on the words, "ye
righteous," Rabbl Jerémish seid, "It does not say, Re¢joice
ir the Lord, ye Priests, ye Levites, ye Isrselites; but it
sevs, 'Rejoice in the Lord, ye riehteous' - whether Jew or

non-Jew, priest or leymen,"12

Ancther Rebhi added: "The praver of the righteous is
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comoersble to & piteh”ork; sas the nitchfork chsenges the
sosition of the whert 80 does the 'rsyer of the riehteous
cheznge the disvosition of God from enger to mercy."l3

The Rebbis comrenting ~n the verse: "The Lord loveth
righteousness...," ceme to this corclusion: "Usuelly & man
does not cere for the cuslities which he himself possesses,
put the Lord, though Himself righteous, loves rirshteousness.
The lecst vord is in the olurel. It shows different tvoes of
rishteousness. One men's rightrousness is verfect:; sanother's
ie less verfect, vet the Lord loves everv kind. The »erfect
je 1ike the heevens, the imperfect like the earth; vet it
wes God's will to creete them both. He exvects thet even the

imnerfect to try end im-rove and so better his weve, "l

THE SHEEF AKD TFE RIGHTEQTS YAN

#hen Rebbl Jose-h was & young men, s friend borrowed
five dollers from the checst esteblished for the rensiring of
demaged synegogue books. He did so in order to donste e
rift to a poor men vho wes collectineg funds for the merriege
dcwries of dowerless brides. This became krown to the trustees
of the synsgocne end they summoned the borrower to & herrine.
Tie one vho borrowed the nonev esked thet nebbhi Josenoh serve
es his counsel,

Rebbi Josenh beren his defense by nerretine the followinge
well-kno:n feble: "There wes once en ebidemic =mone the
enimsls of the forest. The lion, the tiper, the wolf end
the fox held = consultetion, end the fox e-id he believed

t. et the enidemic among the =nimels wes due to e grest sin
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coruuitted by some resident of the forest. He edvised th-t
gll the enimals gather together =nd confess their sins. The
besst: of Jrey first confessed, end their excuses were

scce ted.s Finelly, & sheep timidly eocroeched rnd confessed
thet she hed eesten & little hsy from her owner's mettress.

”‘Aha,' roar«d the lion, 'vou ere tke greet sinner. You
have tsken adventece of yvour mester's confiderce.' Ard the
noor sheed wre condemred “o deeth,"

Rabbi Joseoh then turned to the judees and seid: "You,
Judee Leo, heve been guiltv of this r#nd this: end you, Judee
Besr, heve done so end so; ycu, Judee Wolf, heve ected
wrongly in t.is end this instence; yet you dere sit in
judgment egsinst & kisd and righteous men becsuse he hsas
torrowed money for a hishly orthy cause."

Evervone present felt ashamed end left without even
pronouncing judgment sgeinst the rishteous men,

This story is only &n example of how the rishteous men
is usuelly delivered from his tronbles wher he 1s truly

riskteous.




Every living soul shell preise Thee; the
spirit of ell flesh shell glorify Thy name. Thou
ert God from everlasting to everlestine end besides
Thee there is no redeemer nor sevior. Thou ert the
first end the lest, the Lord of all generastions.
Thou rulest the world in kindness and ell Thy crestures
in mercy. <Thou ert our guerdien who sleevest not
end slumberest not. To Thee alone we give thanks.
Yet though our 1lips overflow with song, snd our
tongues with joyous preise, we should still be uneble
to thank Thee even for a thoussndth pert of the
bounties which Thou hest bestowed upon our fethers
end upon us. Thou hest been our protector &nd our
sevior in every trisl snd peril. %hy mercy hes wetched

over us, end ‘hy loving kindness hess never feiled us.

This is pert of an encient and besutiful prever of edoretion
end opraise of God. It tells us thet there is no limit to the
oreaise thet we ousht to render God who has never friled us.
Notice the rich poeticsl imagery. vhile the first half of
this prever may dete beck to Temple times, the second helf
was well known to Tslmudicel teachers.l®  The Midrash
expresses the seme ides in this thought: "Everything that
breethes shell preise the Lord;" this slso meens: for every
brezth a man breethes, it is his duty to preise his Meker.

‘he story we sre =bout to read is a Hassidic tele which tries

to resolve 2 contradiction in this prayer.
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A certain Hassidic Rabbi once said: "We reed in the
Sebbath preyers: 'Yet though our lips overflow with sone,
end our tongues with jovous presise, we should still be uneble
to thenk Thee even for 2 thousandth part of the bounties
which Thou hast bestowed uvon our fathers snd upon us.'

"There seems to be a contradiction in this statement.
But it mey be made clesr by the following parable: A king
informed one of his generals th-t he wished to lunch =t the
latter's home. The genersl showed the confusion he felt,
inasmuch #s he did not know the prover dishes for the royezl
food. 4+he king noted this end edded: 'My cooks will prepare
the food, in order to s-ve you the trouble.'

"Likewise the Lord desires our praise, end we tremble
#t the thoueght thet our lips are ignorent of the provper
words, end that we lack the prover spirit, PBut then we remind
ourselves thst our lips and mouth heve been formed by the
Lord, and we “eel that He will eccept our worde throurh EHis

vessels which He created.”
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It is good to give thanks to the Lord snd
to sing praises to Thy neme, O Most Hish: to
declare Thy lovingkindness in the mornine, and
Thy feithfulness in the nieht sessons, with
an instrument of ten strings snd with the
nsaltery; with & solemn sound upon the harp.
For Thou, Lord, he st msde me gled through ‘hy
works; I will exult in the works of Thy hends.
How grest are Thy works; O Lord! “hy thoughts
are very deep. =& brutish man knoweth not, neither
doth & fool understsnd this. When the wicked spring
uv &8 the gress, end when all the workers of
iniouity do flourish, it is thet they may be
destroved forever. But Thou, O Lord, art exelted
for evermore. For, lo, Thine enemies, O Lord,
for lo, Thine enemies shell perish; =211 the
workers of iniouity shell be scattered. The
righteous shall blossom like the »slmtree, and
grow like the cedars in Lebanon. Rooted in the
house of the Lord, they shall flower in the courts of
our God. They shall be fruitful in old ege,
flourishing snd verdent; to declare thct the
Lord is upright, my Rock, in whom there 1s no

unrishteousness.

The asbove praver is teken from Psalm 92, Accordine to
Jewish tradition, this Psslm wes composed by Adem on the

first Sabbsth of creation. In the times of the Temple it
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was chanted by the Levites esch Sebbath. It is & song of
thanksgiving to God. It shows God's love in cering for the
world, the marvelo:s works of His hands.16 These two ideas
of thenkfulness to God and God's love in cerine for the world

is retold in the story of "Abreham end the 014 Man".

ABRAHAN AVD THE OLD AN

When Abrsham left the house of his f=ther Tersh, he
settled in the besutiful valley not fer from the city of
Hebron in the lend of Caneen. It was a lovely svot of rich
meedows, &reen fields and lush orchids. Abreham end his
household, his sheep ani his cemels, hed found & perceful
haven in which to set up their tents.

The la reest end the most richly decorated tent was Dlaced
at the cros-ine of two roesds, one goine from the hills to the
see and the other from the sea to the desert,

A small oelm grove surrounded this tent and sheltered
it in its shade, Not fer away, & fresh water s»ring buhbbled
forth its waters. The tent itself hed four entrences, onen
or all four sides, so th+t no mestter from which direction a
treveler would come he would be faced with rn open &nd
hositable door, & table set with the finest foods »nd &
soft bed covered with the skins of youne posts.

And when & tired wayferer, heving sestisfied his hunger
and ouenched his thirst, would offer his tisnks to his host,
Abrsham would reply, "Do not thenk me, O men of the roed! All
thet you heve received is the ecift of Him Who hes crested the

world. Give your thenks unto Him,"
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Then the traveler together with Abrahem would thenk the
Crestor for the food, the drink and the rest whiech he had
enjoved.

One dsy, aAbrahem emereed from his tent 2nd s=w a tired
oldi men sittine uoon his bupndle. ¥%ith grest kindness, Abrsham
invited the old men into his tent. 3Sut the treveler refused.
(nly after much ureine 4id he finelly enter Abrsham's home
to p rteke of his hospitelity,

After the trrveler had eaten end rested, Abrsham ssked
hin to zive thenks to the Creator of the world. RBut the
treveler replied, "I give thenks onlv tc myv own eod, end he
is in my own house,"

Abrahem wes =ngered by this renly. Ee scolded the old
man roundly and ordered him to leave his tent.

Thet evening, as Abrshem wes welkine throurh his fields,
he heerd e voice calling to him, "Abrshem, Abrehesmi"

"I am here, my Lord," Abrasham renlied. "Abrehsm", seid
the Heavenly Voice, "for more than eighty vears, the Creator
of the world hes clothed end fed thet sncient trsveler whom
you ordered out of vour tent todcy. For eieshty yeers He hes
not lost prstience with him. But you were uneble to tolerate
him for one hour. Go, bring him back to your home. Give him
focd. Prepare a bed for him, for he is very tired."

And Abraeham went out to seek the encient traveler, and
found him lvine on e stone. He brousht him beck, zeve him a
bed, snd for the rest of the niesht stooi susrd over him, so

that his sleer wonld not be disturbed,
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The Lord is my shevherd, I shall not went,
He meketh me to lie down in ereen psstures; He
leadeth me ceside the still wsters. He restoreth
my soul; FHe guideth me in streieht oaths for His
name's sske. Yes, thoush I walk through the velley
of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for
Thou ert with me; Thy rod end Thy staff, they
comfort me, Thou preparest & teble before me in
the presence of mine enemie=; Thou hest snointed
my heed with oil; my cup runneth over. Surely
roodness and mercy shall follow me &ll the rdeys of
m life, snd I shell dwell in the house of the Lord

forever.

This oreyer =lso comes from the collecti~n of Ps=lms,
It is & trenslsti n of Psalm 23, one of the most beautiful
end voouler of the Psslms., It spe ks of feith in God, the
protector, and the safety one cen find ir His tent.17
Eeceuse this Psalm expresses such greet feith in God es the
protector, it is usually recited in times of erest stress and
trouble,

l'ow let us turn to our story and see en exemple of &
per=on who showed great frith in God, sl ost st the cost of
his life. Because he fesred God slone, he hed no fesar of

evil!

T-E LOST R“ACELET
On his tri» to Rome, a famous end very learned Rebbi

chenced to find & rolden brscelet belongineg to the Cueen of
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Rome. In the meantime & decree had gone about the kingdom
wiich announced: "whoever returns the brzcelet within thirty
days shall receive & grand rewerd, but if it is found uvon
him after the thirty devs, his hesd will be cut off."

The Rabbi learned of the decree. Fe reeclized the
consenuences involved. I‘everthele=s, he =ould not return
the bracelet until after the thirty drvs had passed.

#hen the Rabbi finally returned the brescelet to the
Queen, she asked hi -, "Did you ~ot hear the oroclam=tion:
'"“hoever rsturns the bracelet within thirty dave shsll receive
# grand reward, but if it is found upon him sfter thirtv devs,
his hesd will be cut off.'"

The Rebbi rnswered thet he wes ewsre of the nroclemation
end xnew of its conseouences.

lhen tne Gueen s=id: "Then why did you not return the
nrecelet within the thirty days?"

"In order," he replied, "thst you should not ssv thet I
returned the bracelet because I feared you, for I returned it
only because I feared the One true Cod of Isrsel. And he has
commanded us to return =11 lost =rticles to their rightful
owners,"

When the wueen heard this, she knew she was sveskine to
e man wvho showed grest feith in his God end she cried out in
admiration: "Blessed be the God of the Jews."
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Sweet hymtns end sones will T recite
To sing of Thee, by “ev &nd nirht.
Of Thee, vho ere my soul's delirht,

How doth my soul within me wve=rn
Seneath Thy shedow to return,

Thy secret mysteries to leern.

And e'en while yet 4hy glory fires
Ly words, and hymns of praise inspires,

Thy love it is my heart decsires.

\y meditation dev end night,
lley it be pleasent in Thy sirht,
For Thou &rt 2ll my soul's delirsht.

The sauthor of this hymn of glory is unkro'm hut we
think the noem wrs written in the thirteenth centurv. Alice
Luces wrote the ebove translstion which is onlv a »ert of the
original noem. The thousht is simpnle end besutiful: the

riter hopes to learn of God and to be close to Him, for God

is the very delight of his sonul. And so the poet strives
v“ith &1l his soul to re:ch God. From the story of the
"Three Gifts" we shsll rotice eglso th=t et the throre of the
Almiehty it i1s not the souls of the noble born thet are

oreferred but rather the souls of the upw-rd strivine.

TFREE GTFTS
Ages ago, somewhere on this eerth, e Jew died. Is there

anyt.ing unusual ebout & Jew dying? Surely, nobody cen live
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forever! W@hen the Jew Dassed awey, his soul winced its way
to the heavenly ceet of Judgment.

On its errivel, it found the sceles orevasred, on which
the court was to weleh sll the earthlv deeds, the erood &nd
the bad.

"Whv does it take so long?" esked the heed of the court.
lhe sttenient stemmered:

"Even! The pointed has come to & stop in the exect
center!” The ¢ood deeds and the evil balenced ecch other
exactly.

"In the very center?" the court esked eesin., The
sttendaent tock snother lock snd renlied:

"Absolutely bslsnced!™

The suprere court delibersted & while and finellv
errived st the following conclusion:

"Since the sins do not cutweigh the eood deeds, the soul
does not belong in hell. On the other hand, since the rood
deeds do not weieh more then the vices, the doors of neredise
cennot be opened for the soul. HKence the soul must remein
fomeless. It must flv abocut between heeven end errth until
God remembers it, pities it, end hestows His grace uvon it,"

The court ettendant pitied the poor s=oul end geve it
the following edvice:

"Fly down, deer soul, end flutter about the livine world
and observe how it carries on, whet it does, end if vou see
anvthine of extreordinarv esoodness end besutv, catch it and

f1v un with it., Bring it as a g¢ift for the saints of perasdise.
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Only the ssints of pare=dise csn plerd for & poor vondering
soul, end seints like gifte, nice gifts., Such is the hebits
of saints nowadsvs, s~nd after you hsve brought three gifts,
te essured the gates of naredise will "e onened for you. The
pifts will be effective. at the throne of the Almichty it is
not the souls of the nobly born thet are preferred but rsther
the sonls of the uowerd striving."

With these words the ettendant of the heeavenly court
mercifully sert the soul forth from heeven.

The soul sesrched veer efter verr, but ales, in most
ceses the soul retrerted, shocked at whet he saw, The erxiled
soul brooded: "The world is so noor: humen bheines have such
mediocre grey souls; their deeds are =0 vetty; how cen one
exvect snything extraordinsrv from them? I am doomed to wender,
en eternel exilel"

In the midst of its broodire, 8 red fleme caught its
eve, 8 red fleme in the middle of & derk overcsst night.

The soul looked sbout - the fleme wes shooting un from
& nirh vindow.

robbers had broken into & rich man's house, rcbbers with
mesks on their feces. One held & burning torch in his hand
es @ light. Another stood with & glistening knife directed
acsinst the victim's breast end repested over and over as in:
"A single rove, Jew, snd you're finished! The voint of the
knife will come out of your beck."™ The others were ovening
cheste #nd drewers snd removing the contents.

The Jew stood with the knife pointed at his breasst and

watched the scene calmly. ot en evelash oved over his clear
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eves, not & heir of hLis long vhite beerd stirred. He seemed
wholly unconcerned, es if thinking, "The Lord eseve end the Lord
nee taken, nplessed be the neme of the Lord." His pele 1lins
murmured: "You're not born with it, end you cen't take it

with voi to the greve."

He looked on celnlv, es the lest drswers of the lest
che-t ~ere ovened end hegs were removed, filled with ~0ld4 end
eilver, with jewels rnd g1l sorts of tressures. Fe looked on
end wes esilent.

Suddenly. however, as the robbers reiched the lest hidine
slsce #nd nulled out & little beg, the lest end most secret
b=f, he forgot himself. Ze wes seized -ith trembline, his
eves slered, he raised his right hend to stov them, he wrnted
to ¢y out: "Don't touch!"”

Put, insteed of 8 cryv, a red rev of stesmine blood spurted
forth. <L‘he knife hed done its job., His hesrt's blood be-
sopttered the bes. As he fell, the robhers tore oven the
reg auicklv, exvecting the be-t -nd rost velueble loot.

Thev were, however, bitterly disavnointed, In vein hed
tnevy shed blood. +he bepe conteired reither silver nor ~olis
nor jewelry nor enythine of o»r=cticel velue in this »orld,

It hed only a bit of eerth from the land of Isrsel, eanrth
which the Jew had preserved for his ereve. This wes the
treasure which the rich men hed wanted to s=ve from the hands
srd the eyes of strangers and which was besvettered with his
alcod.,

The ~oul cetches 2 bloody =peck of this Paslestinien

esrth end rines it to the window &t hesven's gsate.
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"Remenher, tvo more epiftsi™ ssid the ancel, &s he
clocsed heeven's window leavine the soul outside.

"God will helo!™ thonurht the hoseful soul, as it flew
dovn arsin in a more cheerful mood.

This cheerfulness fsded, however, ss vears snd veesrs
went by end the soul saw nothineg of extrrordinesrv hesutv.,

Sed thourshts aensin ce~e te the rcoul,

Sud ienly, the sonl was rcused from ite hroodine hv the
noise of trumoets snd drums,

Looking down, it s<w» on one side 8 Jewish eirl who stood
fettered. lerr her, ten attenda~t= held in check a wild horse.
I'ne rresiding officer erose, and, turning towsrds the eudience,
resd from s pever the sentence »ronounced unon the Jewish girl;

"This Jewess, offsorine of Jewish verents, committed e
erept sin, 8 monstrous sin, which ever gll-merciful God conuld
not forpive. She stole out of the she*to on nur recent holy
dey end weled throurh our nure streets, She desecrsted with
ner shameless eves our sacred »rocessions, our roly imeges,
‘hich we cerried sbout the streets to the sccomneniment of
pselms end the bestine of drums. Ilhis, therefore, is the
sentence nronounced by us unon the devil in the shsve of this
lovely end besutiful girl:

"She is to be tied by her hair, by her lovelv, devilish
heir, to the tsnil of this »i14 horse, Let the horse eellon
snd drag her like & cornse over the streets which her feet
ste ned on in defisnce of our holv laws, 1'ay her hlond be-

s rinkle our etones end wash off the immurity which her feet

rave bhrought to themin®




A wild shout of joy went u» from sll the throsts
round sbcut the market-scusre. When the hvsteria of wilAd
shoutis wes over, the doomed cirl wes asked whether she hed
any lacst wish before her desth,

"Yes," she replied. "I would like 2 few pins!"

"She must be out of her mind with terror!™ muttered the
negistrates.

"Nol!"™ she snswrred celmly =nd coldly, "this is my last
wish and my only desire."

"Grented! 4and now, tie her!" com-anded the ore=siding
orficer,

All were resdyv to wstch the wild horse dash out, ell
feces rlowed, 8ll eves blazed, In the excitement, nobody
noticed thet the doomed rirl hent down ruietly, ninned the
eige of her dress to her feet, and stuck *he nins deev», deen
into ner flesh, so that her b~dy could nat be uncovered when
t1e norse dragred her through the streets.

this action was noticed only bv the poor varndering soul.

"Let go!"™ commended the presidine officer, end the horse
derted forward.

The wandering so':l drew & bhlood-stzined »sin from the lee
of tihe dyine girl end flew to heeven.

"Tust one more eiftl" the esnecel =t herven's pgate comforted

t- e soul.
The sonl flev down ag in. It needed hut one erift.
acein se sons 2nd yvesrs Hassed by and the soul s=nk irto

melanchnolv. It imsgired that the world wee becomine still




smegller, « ith pettier oeonle =nd vettier deeds.

+4hen tne soul ceme udon a str'n~e scene; two long
rows of soldiers, with shipos in their hends, were lined uno
wit: &8 nerrow oassage in between. Someone wes to be driven
throursh the two lines.

Who?

A mere Jew of ordinarv apoesr nce, vith a tsttered shirt
on his emecisted bodv end e s<ullceDv on his haelf-shaven head,

why this »inishment? "ho knows? It micht have been ‘or
tneft of robbery or crusltv or ne~hans even some trumned-un
enarre. It was, after egll, before our spge of nroeress.

The soldiers smiled end thourht to trhemselves: why d4id
trey 1 ne uy so =sny of us? whhy, he wouldn't last half way.

ne wes spoved over and oushed into the pessese b tween
tre lines. e sterted to walk. He went erect. He neither
stumbled nor fell. Lhe received lasshes =nd he endured.

Fierce sneer grivped the soldiers. e was =till welkire,
still on his feet!

The whios whistled throuch the air like demons. They
wound ebout his bodv like snske=s, The bloocd of the emeciated
bodv spurted uncessingelvr.

ie was half wav through, when a soldier struck too hich
and off ceme the skullec-o from the hed of the victir. After
g Tew Haces, the dooned Jew noticed this. ke sto-~ed short,
e hesit:ted, he reflected e moment, he mede un his mind, end
turned around: he would not go with head uncovered. ne
retraced his steps to the spot where the ceo hed fellen. He

bent dovm eand picked it up. <Then he continued on celmlv, red
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end hloodsteined but with the Jewish cevp on his heed. He
wel<ed erect until he collspsed.

4nd s he fell, the soul flew over &nd ceurht the cavp,
whic: had csused -he Je~ so meny extrs leshes, end rushed with
it un to hesven's gste.

The third gift wes elso accented.

The saints intercefes in behelf of the voor soul and the
Futes of ‘eradise were onened for it efter these three pifts.

lhe h=svenly voice seid:

"Hes ly besutiful gifts, eifts of extreordinarv lovliness.
Yhey are of no ur=ctic-l use or =s=teriel v=lue, but their

besuty is indeed rere."
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Thou, ¢ Lord, =srt one, and Thv name is one.
‘ay Tnv truth unite 211 menkind into one holy
bond of brotherhood and =ev our love for ore
enother be our crown of eploryv =nd srmor of streneth.
Bless us, 0 God, on tnis <abheth, and erent thet
it ve unto us & d=y of rest end santificstion.
l.ev it strengt en us in gll noble opurvoses end
holvy resolves; mev it encoirege us to seek truth
from Thv fountain of truth, &nd ins»ire us to
become holv es Thou =rt hnlv., In Thee =2nf *hy
service we vo0uld consecrcte this Adsy, which in

Thv love Lthou hsst senetified for us. Amen.

There is a wonderful thourht to be found ir this
serticuler orever: The unitv ¢! Yod is reflected in the
urity of 1l menxkind, end the glory of God is reflected in
nen's goodness to man, 18-

Tre story ebout Isreel Salenter is snnther one of the
.=ny t=les vhieh cluster eround this s=intlv person. ke was
g leeder of & school of ethiesl livine, his cvm 1ife was
?i1led with oroof of his devotion to the idesl of men's rood-

ne=s to &an.

A30CT RARRI ISRAEL SALANTER
re12i Isrsel Sel-nter, the prest 2nd leerned Ra~bi,
was & righteous and »ious men. One day, even thouech there
wes & full 'ail of weter in the house, he usej verv little of

it to vesh his hends. 1.is munils were ruite sstonished that
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their revered Xebnhi d4id nnt nerform nronerlv the comnandment
to wesh thoroughly oefor= eatine.

reeitantlv they turned to him and seid: "-“lescse foreive
us for esxing you this. But we cannot understsnd why vou
used so little water to wash vour hsnds."

whereu on nabbi Isrsel replied: "I saw thet the msid-
cervant delivers this weter to the house from & far-off well.
che, poor crestur+, bends low und:r the loed when she cerries
the voke on her shoulders. I 4o nnt think it rizht to »erform

g mitzveh 8t the exnense of =someone else's sho lders!”

In Kovno, where -iabbi Tsrzel Zelenter lived for & time,
tiiere wes & homne for hepgcers and those “ho co011d ot affo~d
g nicht's lodeine,

ihe ..one wes broken-down -nd neeclected, The in-etes
lived in 4irt end disorder. 4+he trustees I'd their eves
frou the terriole conditions =t the .o .e. <Tlhey made no »nlens
to repair it or clean it, or imorove it in any way.

Reboi Isresel Selanter leerned of t. is situation...

re went to the Hore one evening, end sleot there ell
nient on the bere floor, together with the otier inmates.
‘hen mornine ceme, veovle s=w the famous nab»i lesvine the
.0v e,

The shocking news sbvre«d throuch town. Th=t verv dsv
the trustees beren to reneir the Fome end meke it livahle.

Ctnerwise, how c¢ould they fsce the Rabbi...
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1 rejoiced vhen theyv sei unto me: Let
us go unto the house of the Lord. Our feet
are stending within thy metes, O Jerusslem;
Jerusalem, that =rt »uilded as & citv thsat is
com ‘ect tosether; whither the tribes went up,
even the trioes of ‘he Lord, as & testimony
unto Isiael, to rive thanks unto the name of
ti.e Lord. For there vere set t rones for
judgment, the thrones of the house of .svid,
¥ray for the cerce of Jeruselem: mav thev
srosoer thet love thee. reace be within thy
walls, =nd oros erity withir thy velsces. For
my brethren end cow.anions' sakes. I will now
sey: Peace be within thee, <or the saske of the

house of the Lord our God, I will seekx thv good.

liere is znother “salm; it is “sel- 122, Cne irter-
pret tion mekes this “sglm g »ilerim's ha nv meditetion
gf'ter he hed returned ho-e frow ris risit to Jerusalem,
~ccording to others it describeé the vilerim's sens~tions

w . ile he is stendineg within the lem~le are-. The letter view
3

seems the more Wrob&hle.l
Long efter the lemple was destroved the sabbis could

=till see it st:nd in their minds. Let us reazd of some of

the sens:ctions the #ghois exnerienced s they sew the Temnle

mirrored in their imsgin: tions.

THE BUILDING OF TE TENFPLE

fsmong the great schievements of Solomon, first nlsce
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must be ecs-~iened to the suverd Temnle bhuilt by him. FEHe wes
loneg in doubt &< to where he wes to build it, A hesvenly

vo ce directed hi: to 0 to “ount Zion £t nieht to s field
owned by two brothers. And as we heve glrerdv lesrred from
tne story of the two unselfish nrothers, God Aecided to hu*ld
tt.e Temple on thet field.

Every detril of the eou vent ard ornementstion of the
iemple testifies to Sclomon's rere visdom. "ext to the
reouired furniture, he vl=nted rolden tree:. hich bore fruit
£11 the time the buildines stood. #hen the enemv entered the
Temple, the fruit dro=ned rrom the trees, Sclomon wes verv
crreful in tre vork of erectineg the lemnle. It took hirm
over seven vesrs, Solomon firet built fed's Temnle, then
he constricted his ovn nelece. In this resect he vas
sunerior to his frther Devid, who first built e house for
nimeelf, end then ~rve thourht to a house for UYod to dwell
in, Indeed, it was Solomon's meritorious “ork ir conrection
with the Temle thrt srved h'm frowm being reckoned by the
s+res as one of the imnious kines.

Accordine to the meesure of the zeel shovn by 3olomnn
were the hels and frvor shovn him by God. Jurire the sever
verrs it tock to build the iernle, not & sinele workmen
iied who wer emcloved ebout it, not even A4id & sinele one
=11 =ick. And a- the vorkren were sound srd robust from
the fircst to leact, so the nerfection of their tools remeined
unin oaired until the buildire =tocd cornlete, Thus the work

suffered no =o~t nof interrintion.
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Some of the Rabbis believed thet none of the teools used
in building the lLemole were mede of iron or env other tvoe
of metel uced in wegine v=r. God's house of peece could not
be constructed by env mnmteriels which csuse violerce in the
vorlé.

The joy of the neonle over the combleticr of the
senctusrvy wes so erest th=t they held the censecration
ceremonies on the Dey cof Atonerent.

In the execution of the Temnle vorx, s wish cherished
tv Devid wes fulfilled. He wes agsinet hevine the c0ld which
he hed teken &s bootv from the heathen oleces of worshi-
durine his cemoeiens used for the sanctusrv £t Jerusslem,
peceuse he feered thet the hertren vould boert, et the
testruction of the Temple, thet their rcods were couregeous,
end were texine revencse by wreckine the house of the Isrselitish
God. Fortunately Solomon wee =0 rich thct there ves no need
tc resort to the rgold inherited from nis fether, end so bevid's

wisk wss fulfilled,
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“raised be e vho bv His crestive vord
celled the universe intc beine. ‘reised bhe le
who susteins it by kis mieht. “‘reised bhe lie who
orders it in His wisdom end establishes the worls
in righteousness,.

srgiced be Thou, C God, for Thv menifold
mercies unto us, for cur heritsce of faith, for
visions of truth and of rfuty end for the courere
to rereir true to our hisher nature emid trisls
eand temotetion. Pny servents in ell generrtions
reve found joy in worshinine lhee with oure
hesrts, Vith psalms end sores they eglorified
Thy nsme. %Ye t-o would rdore Thee witlh »r- vers

of thenkseivine sn? =ith deeds of l1ovinekindnese.

dere is another exeile of & or-ver of edoreticn of
Ged, the Creator of the world. Ue show this sentiment best
vv sincere drrver =nd deeds of lovinckindress, 4+he firet is
directed tec God, the second to men. In the frmoucs short story
thet is to follow, e neet & nenabi who lives by both of these
ide-ss &nd is rot orly & msn of God, but e men emones men in

nis reletiorshi s te other humen bheines,

IF NOT FTGHER
Durirg the Ten Ueys of Repentence the Rehhe of Nemirov
used to disantear suddenlv - as if he had melte” inte trin
eir. he wrs not to be found anyvhere, either in the svnagoeme
or in the Louse of studv, or even in hie home.

hen asked vhere the rRehhe had cone, the vpeonle of
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wemirov would answer, "Where should he be, with the Snlemn
Dsve so near, if not in heesver." 8o troursht the neoole.

4 skevtic from the neirshboring comruritv, however,
decided toc convince the peovle of Nemirov of the error of
thieir wevs end to discover where the nenhbe reellv would ro
iuring the len Deys of -<epentance,

30 just before the Solemn Deys, the skeontic stole into
the xebue's room and hid in the Pe-be's closet. He intended
to remein trere until ke could find out where the febhe
disapoerred. ihen the skeotic found himself elcne with
tlie debne, terror tnok hnld of him: end 211 nieht lone he
stood eweke, trembline, in order to wsteh where the HRehne
vould fo.

At lest, next mornirg, the Reblbe got uv and dressed;
put insteed of ris resular e rb, he "ut cn the clothes of the
seszgrnt, Jengline out of his nocket, strence to reletc, wes
¢ thick rove - a persent's rone. The skeotic hecsme more
confused znd bewildered.

lhe mystery grew even more puzrling a&s the Kehne, on
his way out of the house, picked ur & h-tchet. Lhe fricshtened
skeotic did not krow wh t to think new, but =still be remsined
determined to follcw the Rebbe, come vwhat mey! The skentic
could he-r the sound of ris ovn herrt-beate in rhvthm with
the hesvy foot falls of the Rebbe., Together they soon left
the town fer hehind.

The Rebbe welked directlvy towsrd the foreest, cut dovn
e tree, chonned it un» into smell loes, tied it in 2 bundle

on his shol-er, snd returned bzck to town with the skeptic




62.

following behind like his shedow.

Ir one of the beck streets, the Hebbe stonped beside
g tumble-down little house of & poor widow.

"I hseve wood to sell," stid the rferbe dispuiced es @
re=sent, "very chezo, for next to nothing.”

The skeptic lorked throurh e broken wirdow into e
dinev room with old, shs""v furniture. In the bed wves & cick
vom=zn huddled un in rerg, who said bitterlv:

"wnod to sell - end where *=1 I, a voor vidow, to find
monev tc buy it?"

"I vwill #sive vou six rproschen wortn on credit."

"fut row will 1 ever be & le to revav vou?" grosned
thie pOOr women.

"Foolish cre=-ture!™ the nebbe scolded her. "ESee here,
vou are a voor, sick Jewvess, and I em willing to trust vou
vitr the little bundle of woed I believe in time vou vill
be sble to revay me, And you, woman, who heve such a freat
end mighty God, why do you not trurt Him! Not even tke

amount of 8 misersehle six groschen for & bundle of woodl"

"ind who is to licht the stove?" pgroans the widow,

"I shall ealso liesht the stove for you," renlied the Hebhe,

Leter vhen anyone told ho» the aebbe used to flv u» to
nesven before the rioly Deve, the skepntic, instead of leurhing
as if in doubt, would ocuietlv add:

"If not higher."
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Heony ere they vho dwell in Thy house, they
are contiruelly bvreisine lhee.

Hanoy sre they who thus know BEim: hean oy
is the veonle whose God is the Lord.

I will extol Thee, mv God, 0 ¥ing, snd I will
bless Thv neme forever end ever.

Every dry, I will ble<s 'hee and I w»ill
creise Thy name forever end ever.

Greet is the lord end highly to be orsised: and
his pre=tness is bevond findine out.

Une genereticn shall oreise thv vorks to enother,
#nd shell declare Thy mighty scts.

I will spesk of the splendor of Thv mejesty
end of Thy wonderous works.

And men shell tell of Thy miehty ects, 2nd I
will tell cf Thy grestness,

They shell hersld Thv ereat escodness, &nd shall
sing of lhy riehteocusness.

The Lord is grecious :nd full of comness=ion,
show to enger end of great mercy.

The Lord is ~cod to ell, esnd His tender mrrecies
ere over nis works.

1hy £ingdom is & kinedom for &£ll sges, &nd
Thy domirior endureth throusghout #l1 egenerstions.

The Lord uvholdeth those who fall, and reiseth
un those who sre bowed dovm.

The eves of all writ uvon Thee, #nd Thou

e L
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rcivest them their f2od in due se=sson.

Thou ovnenect Thy hend end s-tisfiest the
desire of every livine beine.

The Lord is rishteous in 211 His weyvs, and
egracicus in all kis works.

The Lord is near unto &ll who c¢r1l] unon Eim,
to ell who call uvon Him in truth.

il.v mouth shell utter the praise of the Lord;

end let all flesh ble«s nis holv nsme forever gnd ever.

acain we find erother of the numercus Psalms used in
ti:e Jdevish book of orever, This selection is Pselr 1LR, Tt
slorifies the grestness end meject of God. From the heeirring
of the ’selm we mirsht receive the imnression thet God is
distent snd fer from our reech, but toverd the end of the
-s8lm we reed: "The Lord is rieshteous in ell His wewe, end
reracious in ell His vworks. The Lord is neer unto all who
cell u»ron Hiv, to 81l wnho :81l1l u~on kEim in trmth." 20,

ihe cnief cherccter in the legend cf "The Tressure"
leerned the trutr of these words. Ye discovered thet God

is nesr end thst God is erecious.

THE TREASUEE
To sleev in summer time, in s room four verds scusre,
torether with & wife end eight children, i= anything but s
nlessure, even on a Fridcv nisht. Shmerel the woodcutter rises
from his bed, though only helf the night has=z nessed, to

escane his miserable édwelling. He s tens into the street for
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a obrests of fresh sir., Outside 211 is nulet, ell the
shutters are closed, #nd over the cleevine tovm is & dist=nt,
serene, and starrv sky. Ee feels es 1f he were gll slone
with God, snd he sayvs, looking u» at the sky, "Now, Lord of
t: e Universe, row ic the tire to hesr me =nd to bless me with
g tressure out of Thy tressure-house!"

As he sevs this, he sees something like e little fleme
comine elong out of the tovm, snd he kncwe, Thet is it! FHe
is a-bout to oursue it, when he remembers it is the Sabhsth
dsv, and one must not run on the Sebbe-h, So he goes sfter
it @alkineg. And es he welks =lecvly slong, the little fleme
berins to move slowlv, tco, so thet the dist-nce betveen
ther. does ot incresce, thourh it does not shorten, either.
e welks on. Now 2nd then en inwerd voice cells to him:
"Shmerel, don't be a fooil Teke off the dressins-gown.

Give 8 jumn end throw it over the flemel!™ But he krnowe it
is the Evil Inclinati n. He tekes therefore, still smell=r
steos, and rejoices to see thet, as soon as he teker these
erigller stevs, the little fleme moves more slowlv, too.

Thus he follows the fleme, end followes it, till he
rraduellv finds himself outside trke tovm., The roed triste
'nd turns across fields 2nd mreadows, end the distence between
hi~ 2nd the flame crOows no loneer, no shorter.

Yeanwhile, the thouesht revelves irn his Tind: Were he
indeed to necome 9ossessed cf the tressure, he need no longer
ne & woodcutter now, in his later veers; he has no longer

thic st »eneth for the work he had once., Fe wvould order his
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wife & new dress, snd buy her & few strings of peerls.
[he child-en would be sent to better schools.

"It would ne 8 reritorious =ct to ~ounce uoon the
trecsurel"

The Evil Irclinetior eessi , 'e thirks. If this were
onlvy & weerxdsv, he »ould not h~-ve gnv vroblem. ™:t this dey
was the day of the Holyv Sebi:sth, #néd one cannot ~ct in euch
a ¥ shion con the holv JSahbeth,

e siehs snd waslks on end or, now &end then rlencire
us> into the skv: "Lord of tre ‘‘niverse, of vhom are vou
mesing triel? OfFf chmerel the ..oodcutter? If vou do meen
to rive me the tressure, give it to mel"”

rie thinks on, end s=ys, spe:rkine into the eir: "It is
uct God-sent! God does not mske enort of us - it is the work
of & demon."

Feeling elrerdv = little =negrv with the thine, he turns
and hurries tow rd his home, think‘ng: "7J won't ssy 2 word
ebout it to snybodv; first, they won't helieve me, end if
ttey o, thev'll leush &t me, The Crertor krows how it w=ae,
2nd thet is enourh for me,"

¥o, he won't breethe & word. I'e wor't ever remind the
~lmighty of it. If he really hes been rood, the slmirhty will
rejje.ter without being teld.

~nd suddenly he is conscicus of &€ stranre, invrrd celn,
.nd there is & delicious sens tion in his limbs. ''onev is,
efter e2l1, not everything, riches mey ever lesd s man from
tre ri=ht way, and he feels inclined to thenk God for not

heving brousht hir into temntation by ecrenting his vish,
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Finslly he reeches his house. The docr he sees, is
oven., &dperently he foreot to shut it. &nd, lo end heo0ld!l
the flrie poes in, the flame -~ces ir 2t his own house Adoor!
Fe “ollows, &nd sees it disennerr benerth the hed., £L11 ere
rzle«n, he coes softlv uv to the hed, stoons “o*n, end se-=s
iz rleme s»ninnine round undernent: it, like e ton, alwavs

in the same place. ke tekes his jdressine rown, #nd throws

it dovm uni=r the hed, ard covers un the fleme. No one hesrs
hir, end now & =olden morniag bherm steels in throursh & ecrack
in tue shutter.

t.e sits do'nn on the hed, =n? makes a vow not to sey a
ordi to snyone till iie Sab gt is over - not even helf &
word, l=st 't ¢ use desecreticn of the ©abbath. If news of
tie tressure ever lerked ~ut of xis ho-e, veonle in the
strects would t=lk =5-ut his tressurs, ahont his 1luck, and
2¢0 *le wo''ld n~t sev thelr or-=vers, or sav rrace =28 they
shouls. As 8 result he -vould heve led ktis household e2nd helf
e tovn into sir. llo, not a whis»er! Ard he stretche=
hinself out on t.ie ned, and nretend~ to he asleen,

and this w-s his revsrd: +hLen, after concluding the
sghnsth, he stooped down and 1ift~d uv the dressines-govm
ander the bed, there ley a seck wita milli-*s of zold coins
in it - &n elamost endless numb-sr.

r.€ became one of tie richest men in the pnlece, =nd
lived haouilv sll the vesrs of his 1life.

Onlv, his wife w-s contiruelly bdrineine uo sesinst hin:
"Lord of ti:e World, how could e men heve such 8 heasrt of stone,

nr to zit & vhole summer dsy ani not sev 8 word, not s word,
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-ot to his owvm ife, not one sinele word! Ard there was I"
[she remembers) "eryinge over my »draver ss I =aid God of
arreham - snd crying so - for there w sn't a “ennv left in
the house,"

Then he ccnsoles her, and says with s smile:

"ano Knows? “erhans it wss gll thanks to your 'God of

Abraham' th:t it went off so well."
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rreise ve the Lord to vhom &ll “raise is Adue,
“raised be the lLord to whom &ll praise is due

forever asnd €ver.

This section is ususlly referred to s the ¢~1l1 to
orever. The c¢nll to ore<ver mears more then just to come to
raver, it means to ore ere oneself for »reyer. “rensre
vour hesrt, #nd mske vour mind resdy to s»nroach God oronerly.
irv not to & esr before Go” in aneer or in hitterne s or
with com 'leirt, Thinrk of 211 the ble=sines 2nd rood thines
voa huve, and when we think how reellv fortunste we ere,
we come oefore God with Teelines of thenkseivine snd words
21,

of ereterful oreise,. 4he opoor Jdew in the storv thst follows

finds this & lesson to slwayvs rememnber,

I COULD AL#AYS BE V.ORSE

The voor Jew had come to the end of his rone. So he
wert to his rabbl for sdvice.

"Holv Rabbil" he cried. "Thines ere in a brd wev with
me, end ere eetting worese sll the time! '‘e sre voor, so noor,
tret my wife, myv six children, mv in-laws °nd I hsve to live
in = one-room hut., We ret in esch other's »2v gll the time.
Our nerves ere weering out, snd becsuse we hsve nlentv of
troubles, we ousrrel., =-elieve me - my hove is e hell &nd I'4d
sooner die tnen contirue livine this veyl"

The rebol oondered the m~tter rcravelv. "My son," he
szid, "oromise to do s 1 tell you znd your condition will

inorove.m
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"I nromise, #anhhi," answerei the troubled men., "I'll
io envthineg vou sev."”

"l'ell me - whrt =nimales do0 vou ovn?"

*] have a2 cow, & ro=t end some chickers.”

"Verv well! 6o home nov ¢nd t-ke 11 these tnims=ls
inte your house to live »i3ith vou."”

I'he noor men was jdumhfounded, but since he hed nromised
t.e rebbi, he went nore znd srourht £11 the snir-als into his
liouse.

The follo ine dsyv the o2cor men returned to the rah~i =nd
cried, "Brbbi, what misfortune hsve yvou :rought uvon ~e! T
did &= vou told —me 'n’' brougsht the aninmels into tie house,
~1d now vt t have I sot? Thines are worse then ever! !y
life is & rerfect hell - the house is turrned into & hern!
s#ve me, xabni - hsl» me!

".v son," renlied the rebhi serenelv, "eo home esnd teke
tie caicxens out of vour house. God will hel voul"®

50 tre ooor usn went home end took the rhickens ouat of
03 Louse, But it wes rot long before he ceg-in ceme running
to thne rrbai.

"noly nebbil™ he wasiled. "Eeln me, s-ve me! The roet
is smeshing everytonine in the house - she's turning my life

in to & nightmrre,”

"Go home," said the re bi gently, "end teke the cost out
ot tie P i1se. God will helpn youl"
’'he “ocor man returned to his home #nd removed the gost.

-1t it ween't lons before he nrein ceme runnine to the rabhi,




71.

tgmenting loudlv, "Whet & misfortune vou've broucht uvon my

nezd, Kaboi! The cow has turned v house into a stezble! FHow

can vou exoect & hum:n being to live side by side with ean

eni el?"

"You're right - 8 hundred times risht!" agreed the rebbi.
"o streieht home ~nd tske the cow out of your housel"

And the poor unfortun-te men hsstened ho-e snd took the

cow out of his house.

Not a dev hed ‘'assed before he came runrnirg arein to

tiie rab i. "Kebbi!" cried the »oor -en, his face heamire,

"You've m~de life swe t ze2ir for me, “i:} £#11 “re enimels

oht, the house is so culet, so roemy, snd so clean! Whet &

alezsure it is to feel thankful end ereteful for whst one

Lee - oreised be God."
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“reized be Thou, 0 Lord our God, Ruler of the

worlé, +ho in Thv nmercv makest licht to shine over

the earth snd sll jite inhabitents, &nd re-ewect deily
thie rork of creation., How menifold ere thy vorke, O
Lord! 1In wisdom hect Thou rrede them &ll. The heesvens
declsre lhy flory. The easrth reverls Thy creetive
vower. Thou formecst licht &rd dsrkress, ordrinest
rood out of evil, brirpect hr-rmonv into nrture snd

'esce to hes=rt of w=n.

In this osrt of cur service vhich follows the section
deslire with the csll to or ver snd nreise, 've have 2 de-
serinticn of whrt God is like, in order thst ve msv vell
re=1li e to whom we »rry, The ides ex ressed in this nere-
sren is the seme with which the Bible itself beesins. Thus
onr thouenit in the szbove prever, &s in the Eible, is of God
tie Crestor of the worldi. Nothine cen touch our hesrts more
deevly then the reelizetion of Lovw wondsrful end how mysterious
tLe world is. It mekes e greet difrererce in our 1ife vhen
ve tnirk of God e&s the Livineg Creestor of &ll the world. And

sccording to our evilities, we tco, must velk in God's wevs

rnd work #nd creste with Him. We toc, therefore, must build
snd not ﬁestror.zz'

Ct all the onders of neture, come would ssy thrt tlre
most mrrvelous of sll is the orderlv motior of the sters &nd
nlenets, The storv thet follows is =imnly & leesend which

ettem tes to ex ‘lsin how the moon became smeller end less

orishter tnan the sun. 4Yhe lerend noints ont elso thet God




is the Creator end the Lkester of £ll neture.

YooY THE VOLN IS ~ALE
In the verv first dey thet ever wes, God mede the sun,
tie moon, the heavens, *nd tre eerth. &nd the moon wss just
as brieckt ~= the sun, onlv the sun's light v s vrrm srd rolden,

while the moon's lisht ves cool sréd silverv, In the devtime

the »hole world hlossored snd rinened in the heet, vhile in
the niskt the forerte 2ni rivers srone #nd f£lim ered in
r=disnt eilver li-ht, as brieht =8 Asv,

lhe sun ve=g & jollv, haany fellow; he enjioved shinire
and mekins thinee erow, end listerire tc the sorrs of tre
birds »hen thev worke in the mo'nine; e&end his nies, ~oldepn
fece sniled egll dsy lone. 3ut tre beguti-ul moen wes s
Jeelous erseture; she 4'd n~t like the =sun wvith his nest
end elow, =znd did not v nt him to shine rith as much 1lieht
8s herself. She wanted everyone to stv, "Ch, ves, the sun is
handsorie enoush, but the moon is muer briphter and mucr nore
lovely!™ .

S0 she vlarnned end lenned ho: tc zersusde God to rive

co”e of the sun's riory to her. kind at 1le=et, gn ides c=me to

her., 4#hile the sun wre ewey shinirg, she went to the throre
of the sreel of the Lord, and snoke:

"Oh Lord of the Universe! Hov greet, rhow wonderful, how
nesutirful ere the worke w~ich Thou hes made! Thou hest mede
two vorlds, this vorld and ti.e world to cc e, one esrerter
#nd one lesser., 1hou hast mede the heevers gnd the e:rth,

=nd tre heavens =re rrester tnen the e-rth. Llhou hest made
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fire end veter, and weter is grerter tihen fire, for it outs
fire nut. Nov Thou h: st cerested the =sun and the moon: surelv
it is riesht thet one of trese tvo should he cre' ter!"

"31t," revlied the arnrel, "which one of trece tvo vouldst

thou have me make greet? AWNould it be frir to the =sun if T

m=de him les: grest thsn thou”"

“ut the moon nercisted snd seid:

"Oh Lord, I em sure the =un would not mind: he is very
~ond-ratured. =«nd beside~, his 1ieht is not so hesutiful as
mine,"

-ut ever vhile she sooke, the moon lelt thet her fece
ard Torm were rradusllv locine more end more of their lirht.
Jiwiver epna dimmer she becere, till rer lirfht wes sixtv times
les: tran vefore snd ner girze decreased li:te~i<e. Then che
zne th-t Gord wes anerv with her for her jeslousv. From
tiot time snd on, she lifted her fsce end chone with & »onle,
sed li=ht,

For many vesrs she wes sed <nd full of rlor~, hut hen
tZe tribe of men incressed unon the earth, she saw tret the

#leness of her lieht brourht rest ni ~esce to those “ho

lenored, ¢nd thet menv veo-le loved her lisht better then

thet of the sun. S0 she rrew cheerful end swe t, snd shone
tenderly =nd =eecefully, 4and with the sters che slks throuch
t. e sky 211 nieht, ené brines nlersent dreems to those *ho

h-ve done their vork vell.




frest has heen Thv love for us snd Thv compescion
boundle=s. Qur fsthers mut their truet in Thee and
Thou didst tesch them the lew of life. Be erecious
21so unto us thet we mev understend and fulfil the
t rchines of 1ny word. =rlirhten our eves in Thy
law tret we may cline urto Thy commendrients. Unite
our he'rts to love £nd revere Thee. We trust in lhee
tnd rejoice in 1hv sa2vineg vower, for from Thee coreth
our heln. Thon hest crlled us and Arevm us high unto
Thee to serve Thee in f<ith™Mlne~s. Jovfully fdo we
1ift u~ our voices and oroclsim Thvy unitv. “reised he
Thou. @ Gnd, who in Thv love hrc=t called Thy neonle

Is-rel to serve Thee.

God not onlv fives the sunlieshr, eerth, and -~l=nte, but
is &lso tne Giver of understendine #nd krowledre. God is not
only the Crestor, but also the greet Teacher, civinr us vise
~1les by vhiech to live. This is the =mein tlourht exnressed
in the : bove zereer- oh of or-ver. As a result, when ve use
our minds we esre usine one of God's grertest rifts to -en.
~rd =0 &= God is the Tescher we vorshi» Him throuesh ‘rever end

2%,
lesrnire,

The lessor from cur storv shows us thet leerrire
for the Jews hes no boundrries: it was for the rich snd voor,
air. or low, =nd even for the uslv as well as the hendsome

schol=r.

T E UGLY SCHOLAR

The zmmperor's deurhter once s&id to Rabbi Joshus ben
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Lensnieh, who w=s very ugly: "How is it thet your God ss=w
fit to ~ut such elorious wisdom gnd leerning in so hideous a
ve sel!™

He renlied: "Why does thy fether kxee. .ine in en esrthen
¢ tehep2"

"tow else should we keed it?" she sske’,

"Pepvle of your renk,"™ seid the Rebhi, "should keen their
wine in vessels o' r0ld or silver.”

Thereunon the =m resas nersuaded her frtrher to tr-nsfer
t.e »ine from e-rthen to rold <nd silver vessels, The wire,
however, turned so:r. The T nercr sumnoned the Rebni and
inruired wny he hed given such proor advice.

nabti Joshue ensvered: "I diéd so to show to wvour dsurhter
tret wisdom #nd le:rning like vine is best kect in e rlein
vessel."”

"But," the girl ocjected, "sre there not hendsome scholers
£s well®2"

"Ves," enswered the Rebni, "hut thev mieht heve heer

prester scholares hed they heen uslv,"
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Hesr, O Isreel: The Lord our God, the Lord is One.
‘regised he I'is neme vhose glorious kinedom is for-

ever and ever.,

The most femous sentence in our "reverbook is, "Feer,
v Isrzel: the Lord our vwod, the Lord is Cne."™ This verse

co-es from the Bible (Deutercnormv 6:4) end is recited meny

tir-es throughout the oreyers. It is ususlly the first
srever we leern snd the lasct we ssy nefore we die. It is
elso considered to he ore of the most imnortent thourhts
ir £11 our ~orchip., It sirlv reens thet ve Jers believe

in One God, not manv. we »crshis nothing th t man hes

er=asted hecrucse God is our hiechest ideel and Him slone do
we womshi 1.

after the Hebhi recites this fsmrus sentence, the
conereretion res orde +ith the =entence, "Prrised he Eis
nere wvhose plorious kinedfom is forever end ever." Althourh
this senterce is rot fourd in the Bi le, it wrs recited in
t e sncient ler le in Jerusselem. ‘odsy,too, ve r£till continue

ol
to m+Ke this srxme encient res onse in our syvnesvorues,

Yet the doubt usually sarises, how can we knovw for certein

112t =n invisible God of the Jews esctuslly exists, From

our story, cerhzvs we c¢-n find one &>'ro=ch to the snsver,

1 DESHATR
"ot fer from the citv f Prapue is the rovel citv of
enenz with ite beruti™l rerdens end = well-kent nationel

~rrk. Ourirge state holidevs, Hend concerts were held there




78.

nt the meonle from the countryvside for miles sroind ould
come to enjov the festivities. On one 7articul:r efternoon
there were no concerts snd no crowd; the 5Serk wss deserted.
Zegerted, exceot for v tr1ll, hendsome youns men vho seemed
to ove teking + stroll in tie 9srx. kLis vslk wes slow, end
cne could readily notice th+t he wrs s=d, end th=t his fece
showed lines of cere. e turned suddenlv with & wesry cesture
=nd sat down on ore of the stone rtenches. "Woe is me," he
g=id elend in his erief. "All hoe is rcre, ¥v 1let is indeed
~iser-ble,” He covered his fasce vith his herds end went.
erhe~s that is +hv he did nct notice the cld —~&n who = roeched.,

ihe voutn continued to weil mloud: "Of whet use s life

to me without ho et Where cer I find £ refure? Cen I return
to my veo le, Isrtel, and becoe one of them? Thet ie herdly
o=sible. #s & mere ch’ld ' wres esrreneed fro~ them, srd I
know necthing ebout their life or their law. Cr can I ro to
t.e Christiars® No, thet I canrot: in their eves I am e Jew,
grid they will des:ise me &r they have slwsvs done. "“hy wes

I ever born? It is better to be “e=d than to be =ithout

¥in or 'eonle. There is naurht left bhut to send r bhillet

inte mv he rt nd end my "iserv." 4s he finiched svesking,

he drew frem his nocket & smell ~istol. Ee simed it, scvine,

"Ir 2 minute I =hsll be st nesce."

Before the lest word h=d been nttered, £ stronc =rm hit
nis own, =nd the nistel fell to the eround., The vouth reised
uis eves, and beheld £ resnect=hle lookins 0ld ~&an vith =

bee inc- frce and ‘iercire, blrck eyes. 1he youth celled out
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in sneer: "ikv desr sir, ho esave yvou the right to do thig?®
Tr.e other *nswered: "I thouesht your ai- wes a little bead

and thet vou ~urht to teke & lesson or tvo in terest -ractice
nefore vou comtit suicide. Hut, my desr fellow, vou ree~ to

e i trounle, Let me Lel~ vou. od hss heer pond to ve

¢nd 1 hrve ‘lenty.,"” "I, too, heve olenty," the other retorted
i, heat., "Then tell 'e your trou le. kide rotrine “ron me,
it sewsts tnet God nas sent e &t the oo ortune moment."”
"zod?" -sked tue youngs men, 'Is there re:llv & God?"

’he 0l »an &-1d4: "1t is wer' rLere. let us 20 OVer

' e 011 8n co! tinurd: "Tell e, voune »'n, ~het voild ke en
T tue ~un rot & hun*~e” times i.otter? ould not 8ll lirfe

Fiurpes tno 2 erign?? "Tre sun ¢ nrot do0 t'<t,™ 8s8id the

1t vewe tAnd who 111 Zevent 1it9"...«'"Vefure hes =zet 2

for the suan »hir it cegrnot lervet...."Neture®" esked

& old «ern, "Is trers reellv g thipr like Yature " The

ut:, =ns ered: "well, '1ll the returgl lews of hesver &nd

€eTilL 8re cwlled heture. 'e..."Then vhy srer't all these lars

4
an By
e

crlled "od instead?"” The ycutn could not -ne-er in edistely,

o
—y

t s0 n s id: "rerhsos you sre risht, but why cecmanot I slso ‘l

-pouat God, sBs well us 1 know =bont myself, or tihat you

tre stsndine there, or thet my lot is irdeed misersnle?"

fle 0ld man ssid:  "Do vou welk throurh this Heesutiful osark
of'ten”" [he wouth nodded. "You see this heeutiful larm. It
is soft ond smooth and preen. I know & blind man, with whom
il used to come to “his rerk, and I have vointed out this very

me lawr spd suid it ves soft snd smooth snd ereen. Thnis men,
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Ji-4 from birth, leurhed: 'Yes, it is coft end smoocth, but

it is not sreen. 'lhere is -o such thine es ~reen or blie,

» polor = 4 1isht £nd dzr-ner=z, Evervthins is derkness.'"
'“r, I know & £n vho has been desf fro— birth end we
y©ten ¢o'e into the wmrk en tie bend is slavine. T ston
6y lixtar, v friend is mzrled: he sees & hest of neo-le
+trh'ne a #rou of nen - ith shinv frstruments. T communicate

ahout tne Henutv ~f the ruslie, He scof?s end sesve

[

tiere pre no such thincs as muein, courd, ar noise., Those
our i-<pfretior, s:ve he. Thus esch of

v Trie~ds cenrot eDarecis-tr = tve of hez'1tvy hecaunse he lecis

e wrrentive sense tirt +ill envole hilr to krov =bout it.
-ne is desfl end the otner is blini, Just 80, my desr voung
11, ey of us 're lecking in 8 oJercetive sence, = sivth

zenae, vhen ‘e do not Lhow Nod the seTme v v we know tret the
:85 before us is green and th=t mv volce nas sound. IT
#ll nen were to hive thet sixth serse to Xrow God wth a

weiaty e&s did tae - rooshetz, then there would he no doubt

=rid desnzir in the orld. ntil we develo~ thst sixth ser-e,

we wmust ho e end trust.”
I'ne voune man forecot the foolish intention witi +hich he 4 I

1 entered the wrk. He returned witr the old men to "he

-

ve‘eh corrminity, #2nd des>ite his former feers, was tsken

eh fold. So well did he fird his nlsce there

pdn

ne Jevy
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Tt ne folloved the Toreh diligentlv sand studied tre life

ot nis peoole., ke bec-ne one of the greatest kebbis of

coiemisa,.
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thou shzlt love the Lord, thy God, with sll thy
heart, witn ‘11 thy soul, &gnd with all thy miesht. And
trese vords, which I commend thee this dsy, shsll be
uoon thy hesrt. Thou shelt teach them diliesentlv unto
tny children, end sh=lt s eek of them when thou sittest
in thy house, when thou walkeest by the w=v, vhen thou
liest down, and vhen thou risest u-. Thou shelt bind
them Tor & sien uon thy hend, #nd they shsll be for
frontlets between thine eves. Thou shslt write them
uoon the doorvosts of thy house and u~on thy rates:
Ihat ye mey remember and do sll 'v commendments &nd be

noly unto your God.

this pereegrach =slso is t-ken fror the sime nlace in the
inle =s the Sh'me (UJeuteronomy 6:5). It continues to =dd
genother imvortsnt ides which is besic to Jewisn thinkine.
fnis »articulrr nersersoh tells us hov we should fsel towerds
s0d. "Thou shslt love tre Lord, thv Gecd,with all thv heert,
w!th 11 thy soul...” Tris love of %od is nrobeblv the noblest
enction whiech we cen ever ecoect to heve for Him. To love
'od me: ne to res ect His mirchty acts, to jovfullv obev Fis
lewz, snd #7 reciate His roodness toveris us. <Lhus, true
love for God is tne highest exoression of our fhith.zq‘

"The dei:th of nezbbi Akiba" shows how one individusl

cerried out this commandment to its fullest.

TnE DrATE OF RARII AKIBA
Orece the nomens issued & decree thet the Jews should

no loneer occuyw them=selves in the study of Tor=h. Nevertheless




aanus hen Judsh “ourd Hebbi ski»s ernoundine the Torsr to
great multitudes. “'s-pus said: "ikibe, ere vou rot £t =sll

«fr-id of the Komsn ecovernment®"

nabhi nkibe enewered: "Are you, ’s>ous, of hom neon~le
sey th-t he is & ~ise men? 1In reelity vou zre & fool! ILet -
e tell vyou & vartble: A fox once wal:ed slonFs the benk of

g river, end he looked into the water end sew fishes in flicht.

Ihe fox =eid to the fishes: 'Whet ere vou runnine sway from?!
the Tishes revlied: 'he msre runnine zwsv from the nets that
hezve been vlsced to trzo us.' The fox seid: '“hy then stey
in the wrter “nd be sfr=id 5f the nets? Come ubon drv lend, 1’
rdi tnere we shell live in havhiness &nd in neece, the s-me

&3 our foref<thers did.' ‘<1hereunnn the fishes ssid to the _*
fovr: 'Are yvou the one th-t is suniosed to be the isest of "
11 anim=1s? In reslitv you are nothine but s fool! If we

are 2reid in the w ter, the element in which we live, then

ve surely will hsve cenuse to tear on dry lend, where we m 1
¢ nnot live st all.' Lhe rame is true of us. If we are f

«fr:id when we study the Torah, which is our 1% “e, how much

g —

more ceguse snell e heve to fe r the enemy when ‘e ce~se to

e —

=tudy the +-rahli”

# Tew devs sfter this incident, Rebbi Akibs w-s seirzed
s he nomen =nd out in orison. Pspius nen Judsh wes like-
ise v in orison, in the s=me cell vitr Rebbl Akiba. The
latter as-ed the former: "“2annus, who Sroursht vou here?"

)

"Hap v is vour lot, mabhbi Akibe," revlied ~“a» us, "that
v>u were im risoned hecszuce vou =tudied the L-r<h, "re to !

8" 18, thet he was ceurht snd imorisoned for absurdities and R




venities."

Just &s «&boui skiba we: sbout to be teken out for
evecution, tiie emveror was informed thet the kineg of arsbis
he¢ed inveded Loman territory. Hiedrian hurried swev with ris
cruy to cnecs the adve=nce of the srebian kine, snd he ordered
the e.ecution of “anni akibe to be postponed until after his
retur; from the e:nsedition.

ucon his retur ine from tne w=r, Zrdrian ordered thst
Aa i atiha oe erxecitei. 4ihe evecutioners flaved the rreast
neboil witnh iron conbs, nd wnile thev 4i4 so the mertvr kent
re¢cit'n~ the verse: "lne rock, His "ork is »erfect: for
=11 t.1s w=ys sre justice: 8B fod of faithfulness =nd »ithout
inifg}:y, just end rig t is ne,

when trey hed finished [leying tre msrtyvr, it vas ti~e
to recite the on'.s; ené the disci. les se=id in tesrs to their
cre:t tescrner: "Are you hent on recitine the sh'va even nov?"

All my life I wrs oraving for an od®nortunity *o fulfill
t*e words: 'Thou s' =1t love the Lord, thv God, vith ell thv

ieort, with all thv soul...' !low that opvortunitv hes core

tc ne anble to rive un my very soul =nd life for the s+ ke of

od,"” said the martvr. “Now thet it h»s come, shall T not

fulfill it cheerfully?" h-

I'ne mertvr trereuoon recited tre Sp'me: "Shema Visroel,

~donzi ~lohenu, Adjonaei Echad." (Heer, 0 Isr=el: The Lord y

cur Uod, tie Lord is One.) he orolongced the le<t -ord
Zched until his soul ecscended to hesven. thereunon & heavenly
voice wi = Le rd saying: “heov ert thou, Akiba, thrt thv soul

denasrted ~hile thou wert recitine the word Eched."
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irue and eniurine is Thv word +hiech Thou hast
sooken throush Thy oroshets.,

Thou ert the livine God, 4hyv word= hrine life and
licht to the r=oul.

Thou #rt the strength of our life, the rock of our
selv-tion: 4Lhy kinedon srd Thv trath szbide forever.

ihou hsst been the hel» of our fethers in time of
trouble end ert our -«¢fuge in #11 senerstions,

‘nou &rt the firet end the lacst, =nd “escides Thee
tnere is -0 redeemer nor helper.

As Thou hest =srved Isreel f - 01 Egyutisn bondrge
so nuyecst Thou send Thy help to sll vio sre ovpressed.

'8y 4hy lew rule in the he'rts of 211 Thv childiren,
erd Thy truth unite them in berds of rellovchio.

W'ay the rirfhteous of :+1ll nrti~ns r: joice in Thy
grece end trium-h bv Thy power.

C wvod, who ert our refuge nd our hove, we plorify
Ihy neme now as 4id cur fsthers in encient davs:

Who is like unto Thee, 0 Lord? Wwho is like unto

thee, #lorious in holine+s, swe-insnirine, vorkine wonders®?

Ine ebove blessing, "True &nd endurine,"” berins after the
cia'mse, It desls with the redesption from Bgypt gs evidence
end oromise of God's ssvine of I-rsel from versecution. God
el sve fulfills his J.romises' beceuse he is & God of truth.26'
Tnet 1is whet e me-n when we ssy: "Thv kinedor and 1hvy truth

cbide forever."™ And just as Cod is true, we, His vpeonle, must

lso follow the true course in life,.

i
W

e

———
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.ne six olind bovs in the story thet follows revresent
tnoce neonle, however, who =:low themselves to he blinded to
tne truth. So let us now turn to our story £nd see vnet

rollows hen »eo 1le becore 52linded to the truth.

Ti B 3IF -LI'D Z0VS

ITn 2 1little vills~e in e becuti™l cou trv beyvcond the

mou tains of Afric= there lived & men ~ho hed sfix hlind sons,
.rev were born blind, #rd hed never seen the liestt. Tre man
v very s-4, 8nd =0 vcu esn ivasgire his joy when his wife

s.ve birtk to & =eventh son wio could se=, (f conrese he 'ﬁ

loved the olird bovs af ~ell, b1t he took the grestest care
of his youngest sor. ..e wes efrsid lest he, Lo, iesht
lore nis sifpht, Tnis little boy erew u: ha Milv, e~d uced b
to tell nis «(ider srothers of the heauties of tie =kv end of

tie earth., ..e would tell trhem of the cowz =nd shee  in the

riclds: of tie flowsrs: f refreshire ri-:inc stree-s st a
delishtrul vellevs, 4nd the brothers heted hi» heecrice ;
thev could rot ses these thinss. -:I
"Vou £re imaeinine the,"™ thev shouted -t him. "Vou 4
sre telline lies. The world is Aerk, Ye krov, hec<iss e
're eo'v tnd everv ore of ns cen see nothine,”
‘1t the 7ittle bov knew thet he wrc telline the truth, n
for re could see the sun, and the mo-n, end the sters, snd }
ti'e ==2rth,

well, rne drv, there came tc thet countrv & "nrder-
wor<er tvd his feme re«cied trr villape. The fether seid,

"I will = gnd see this men. “ern:ps he can cure myv children
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of their b®lindness." &0 he went, lemving his youngest son
wit: the six others for the first tiie in their lives. Their
mother “=d in the mesanti e die , #nd there vee no one else
~{th the~ in the house.

iov, when they knew thet tnev vere =lone ' itk their
vou' rest hrother, thev thousnt of 2 vicked nlan to taxe ewev
his evez, lhey sei ed "im apd Telt =11 -ver his aodv urtil
tiey reccied =zZls frce.

dor't, do 't," criei tre hoy. MDon't teke &wav the
lies,t £ ¥ eves, for t e thirese 1 tell vou are true.”

I'he brothers oceid no etntentior, ruellv, unmercifully,
trev vent on vith their wicked cdeed, :ni the little bov, too,
wes mede '\lir;d._ vhen tne fether came home *n? sgw wh't hed
hr nnened, he wevt, nec-use now none of his children could see.

"It doesn't metter," =cid the vouncest son, "> haven't
foreotten what the world lo~is like. I still hesve the liecht
in my hnesrt."”

a few d=vs lster tre wornder-worker ¢ e tc the house,
end w s eble to cure =11 tie bovs of their blindners. hen
thev sew the world, and realized th-t their vou cest brother

&d heen telline the truth, tke other six were ve'v sorr- for
wnet they hed done, #nd showed nin kindness for tre rest of

tieir lives.




~ new sons the redeemed s re unto Thy name.
ithev orocleimed Ihv sovereirntv end sesid:

The Lord shall reign forever snd ever.

C kock of Isrrel, redeem those vho ere ovoressed
tnd deliver those who sre nersecutec, rreised ne Thou,

our iHfedeemer, the solv COne ‘1 Isr-el,

.his sectior is zetuslly t e text for the closine nart

of the hlecsi ~, "Irue #nd erduri-e." The mrin ider is #&s
*nllowvr: God is the rre't redremer of g£l]l the ondbressed -eovnles :

- 27 -~ g " " 'S
ir the worla.” IT t-ev deserve it, he helns tirem ofte! 3
i wker ther leect e ect it. Let ve reid *rv the tale e<lled,
I'me neln af God," wl ere we zee¢ how God soretires hel-s so—e

decervire individusls ir & most unusurl frshion.

lhere once wre & very 200r oen hose neme v s Lkohrein,.

re zde & living ry sellineg o0ld clothes, hut ost of the clothes

he received were in such poor condit on thet he could ;ot pet

.
|
|
1ok HEL- OF 1:GD ‘
|

much riornev for them. l.attere heceme verv -gd for Fim end his

vife, nd es = lest resort, he sent to t e Pri-ce of the

e e——

provirce for helv, The “'rirce wvee & kind men, srd he *told

Ehreim that he vould ecive him 8l1 of his 0ld clothes to sell. "
T is ~lersed Lohreir verv much, becense he knew that neonle bl
would huy the o0ld clothes of the “rince. This helmed him e

great deel, Now he vrs able to buy fish, wine, =nd crndles

for the ahhetk.

out his rood forture did not 1-st very lone., Christoff,
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cne of the servente of the rrince, begssn to tell his rmsster
lies hout &ohrei:. <The Zrirce believed thece lies. (ne dev
wine . Eshrrir told his wife vhet hed henvened, thev roth cried
over their misforture, for thelr scurce of ircome hed heen cut
offe 4 -t micht vhile they were rittine in their roo~, so—eone
*lunes o en the windov e#nd threw gn sve i~to the room. 'Tris ves
t-e mischief of Christof?, ke Aidr't 1like Z“vohrai, epd thourht
thet if & deed snimel were forvrd iIn his houee, 3t w014 et bhinm
inte trou-le,

when ~ohreir ssw tie derd &ne, he wes horror-stricken.
¢ coulér't meve from h‘s cheir. ke hrd to get rid of tre
nnirsl seome woy., hiis vife suere-ted thet they Huirn the ~ody
snd thus destrov the evidence. This rlecsed Enhrsim. l.e edred

tc the body, end es he 1lifted it, sever-l niecer cf pold fell
rom the dead ane's moutn! Imreire their surrise! Thirki-re
thst “erkans there vrs more monev in the hodv of the ope, tirevr
trey » Vvnife erd eut into tle “"e's stomech: thevre thev found
wrer 2 hapdred reold coire! They wrnshed the co’ne 2nd stored
t“e> in & sock, snd the rne's hodv thev ~ut irto t*e stove to
Mrr. 0w gt lest, t'ey were reellv rich., XInhr-i= bourht his
wife ~ new tibleclot! snd new wine-rslssses for essch. He

ournt & new suit for hizself snd o silk dress for his wife.

in the rmcerti e, tihie -rince ex-erienced & chenre of herrt,
tnt decided tc pc to the home of Evhrei- to tee for kie for-
riveress, wher tie rrirce s:w hor they were livine, he ruesticned
~"hr»1 e&hout the source of his weelth. The Prirce couldrn't

i zrire who would do suct o thire. One of the ‘rirce's servants
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suerested tis=t tiis irht Fave een the work of Christoff,
wee:ncse Christeff wes sunwneed to ~eve puried Aan ane vhich

hed 23ed in the ~rloce, s1d it wes no secret thsat Christoff

"Yes, ut how sccon t for the rold irn the ene' storr-ch?™
west? ned the srince. LFke servert thouesht th:zt it mieht have

j.¢ .ened ir thie wev: ‘YUhe * de rrd neen the et of the Dpelrce,
& it n=sd neer ne Titted to roe herever it plersed. Une
dsy it irht have ‘eer wit® ti e iressurer vh‘le he wes cou ting
t. e money, tnd nisht heve nern to imitete the retirns of the
.reasurer who wrs sccusto-ed to hite esch coin to deter-ire
vhet er it wee recl or counterfeit. .o donut the =zne ™t the
coins irn his ~outh, toc - j‘itetine the iressurer, »ut insteed
7 wittine the back, svelloved ther., Thre ‘Tirre wre ~le~sed
it: thie evoslenutinr, recsuse it eceonirted for 2 shortere he
r-d pnticed in the tre=sury.

vren = chrai heswd 10 whom the monevr re: llv eloneed,
Fe i~ eificstely offcred to rive it heck to the Zrirce. The
rrince -efused, ssving thet it wes threneh the hel ™ of Ged

+ t trne #0ld nrd core to Ephrsi- wre- he wre in preet need

~f it. <0 X hresir kent the rold end ron "nex tre frievdshin
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rrgised e Thou, U LorA, God of our f-thers, God
of ~ rahsm, Isrf-c and dzcob, erest, ~iehtv, #nd ex-
elted. <Thou nestowest lovinekindness uncon s11 Llhy
chil?re-, Thon rere~berest tne devotion of tie fetiers.
I» Thv love Llhou hrirecest redemticn to their descendants
f~r the e ke of thv ne~ve, ‘'lhou ert mr I'irr gnd : elver,
our oavior ~néd rotector. reiced e Tho'', ¢ Lor?,

hield of sabrehsn,

cter-al 1s Uhy Hower, € Lord, Thou ert “icht* to
seve, 4in lovinckirdress Thou =ustrinest +he livire: in t;
M

e multitsde of Uhy merciec 1rou reservecrt s5l1]l. Thou

norcldest trhe felline =nd nez=levt e el freest the

i

cedtives #nd iee ezt feith with Th+ children in destr es LY

|
tn life. who is like urto lhee, ~1lmishtv God, author

f

of life 2nd “erth, zource of sslvetion? <raised be Thou, 1

v Lord, vho h+=t imnlsnted within us eternsl life. m

i

\H

“nece ere the first two hlessinere in the trediticnel 4

|
rever krown 2= the T'filo. 'W'filo in i.ebre meers " rever”
ni 4n t-e p verhook it ecoreists of soven hle-sines or the

ct*F, Tre ehove introducteors hlessinecs cre two Tlessiors di

v raise to tie God of cur Fethere, Ir so o’'nre ve trv to i i

v thet e helieve in the seme God =g d4id our I thers of o0ld, ¥l
on row hen ve come hefore -im for heln, we think fir-t of Eils |
cely in »geg mst. we thirk of wi t Ee mesnt to oar Fsthers. |

e know fror the prest stories of ‘necient tives row He drotected
onr fsthers in everv tive of trouble, how Ye gzve them hone

ir tires o7 desneir #nd courepge in deve of werkness. Just
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as our Fethers receivef hels from hi-, we, too, turn in

: 2F
ecanfiderce to sk for his heln,

e Jews tmke eprert nride in our heritere ~nd ir our
=mpectrre, The eteorv we =re rhout to reed tells us thot

R A

Ag irn sncecty Aoes 10t —e& r anecie

(WA

rivilerse, but rrtrer

evire resnorsirilitv.

T 21T = CzlaX
lwo thieves werr c urkt steszlinre, her they were rrought
tn tricl tue judere crosr-exemi ed esch irdividusllv,

.y reme is cshe," t e first ocne seid, "ernd I co e from

nn herrirs tiis, sever=1 hystanders ir the courtrc n
cr1led out, "hWe knov him very well. =ne h' s served menv irison
erterges, is fotier #nd his eptire femilv ar-c thieves.™

".v frtrer vves a oro-irent re i gnd myv erandf: th-r wes
rert schol r," tre other cul-rit deelared., "As = m-tter

of fact, mv wnole f=mily ig m- de un of re "] nd s ces.™

0

~Tter tire judre hed listered to »~th men he -acced 8
verdi t vrereasy the ~ne vhose faprilv consieted oF thiever vas
o receive 2 =-8ll ven-ltv, but the other wrs “0 ne severely
neneliced,

"wnere is justice?" tle resni's =on cried out. "I, wro

neve sue, r fine heritsece, receive hersher vunishment then my

vrtner in crime -0 is «no'n to come from a ferilv of rescrls.”

" v decisi-n chonld not smeze von," the judee renlied,
'e who was born snd raiced smonr thieves shonls net be hblemed

~n ueh feor bis wronedoines, since he hsd no one to terch kim
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Loneetv. &out vou are ¢ thief in enite of the fact thet

vou wer- reared in e very rood environment, end therefcre, vou

deserve 8 srceter ~unishment.”

T i )

PR

4
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Holv, bolv, hol:r is the Lord of hos®

ecrth is tull of hris rlory.

spevers in the sicht of =11 the livine,

-eneretion to eener ticn. nsllelulzh.

I'h orsise shall -eve™

.hon, 0 Lord, t. e Jod of holiress.

. ahwew) sinee of Cod's holine-s -nd is

4t mye- pde n? veers £eo Ny the proohet Iseish. It

ceipes thet we mey have hemn to have rre not re:
we “iret ireri:ed. nlthouph we cen never ho"e to
e ect Loliress of God: nevertielers, we must do
strive towsrds it.
(Leviticus 117:2.: "YVe shzll be holv;

am holy.' "holv" meens nerfect, pure, riphteous ¢

declere hy glorv; and in the vor s of tie

“rem cererotion to rerer~tion we decler

ceese frow our 1li s,

Thet ig whzt the Binle mer ns v

we ssnctifv Thy nasme on e-rth, es the hesvens

Tro et

tre whole

God our Streneth, God eur Lord, how excel ort is
.hv ne=e in =211 the esrth.
raiced be the florv of Tod ir ell tie world,
Our Bod is ore: ire is onr Fatrepr, e i=s our inrf,

e 1= our ielner 2nd in i.is mercv e will anpgerer our

ihe Lord +i'l reier “orever, thv Goi., U Zion, from

e Thy prest-

ness #nd throurhout all egre srocleir Thy holiress:

r-ized he

fiia nerspr- nk (the ¥F'dusho - whicl mesns "holiness" in

~~gd on Yrover sooker

cshould meke

ws t irF thrt we -ave & Anlv God, and then we Teel that certsin

1lv noble es
atrein the

our best to

‘hen 1t savs

for I the Lord your God

jthout evil,

e
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merciful anéd just, tre noblest cuaslities whieh we humsrns can
s 2 1 .

thi x of.<7. ferhens we cen env-oech a litile of the mesning
7 "holine s" hv the exum le of 3irenr ber Theteh, the hern.

of *he fellowire storv.

1i:E P-ECIOUS 210UEE
in those drve, there lived in Jerue: lem £ frest rebbi
n-med vimon Ten chet=kh, e was & verv le: rred 2nd mious man,
Jdev Aand nirht fe " s occeu ied witrh the studv of the Toreh,

417

rdqd tudents Tlocred to hiv from ell cver tre l=nd. This sere
refised ta asecesrt fees fror his suosile, <rd sumorted hivself
At his recils ov mekine inge cut of gellrnuts, Everv dry this
sre t ratni would g0 ‘o tue Torest to Jex g llnuts, out of
vhie. ne -ou.d weke ink to sell to the »eonle ~f his tovr.
vlkine on foct to +¢nd from the forest tskes toco —uch
t.ie," thousht cimeon ben ~2heteh, "Zec'use of tris, I srm
e le to devote the vtole of my time to studv," Fre decided
finell> to cell evervthirs he #d in the house. ith the moner
recli=ed from tre s-le he nurchecsed &n sass from en ~reh in
thke mrrget ~lace.
Ji ieon's disciles were very he ' gt the sicrht of the
38, +n! thev seid to cne =nother: 'wow our ereat t- ¢ er
1 »o lonre® h:ve to ¢ rrv tne gsllnuts on lie neexr gll the

.ev we't out to exsmine tre ‘s, e&rd

-

wrvy I'ro: tne forests.
trely syeet -memenent rnd delirht trey discovered = orecious
stare heneing frorm tie neck of tre gni rl,

. eter!" tiey ell shouted cut =< one 1 won enterine

1 & liouse, "Mev tie n-me cof ~ur Lord be ble sed Morever end
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ever, for vou shall no loneser know of novertw sng wrnte

3omn

" hv, what iies hevaened?" ssred tre r=torished rabhi,

.+ wes the will of our e#rnd Ieord tr<t vou heconle rich,"

ine-sred the disei-les. "iehold, here is = ~reciou- stone ~hick

=~

iccovered nwneine fro- the veck ©

ct

« p~s v 1 h ve bousht."

' ) r s . - e "
";od foroid th't I ferive nv e et from this =iove,
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.
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*
t un uss Tron i r n ot wesione strore, must
=t en & rre
ir t re 1ts of tre ar+sb rnd > trn this

T e ar«=d fro nn  he ht nousht the Ass, =nd £ 'd To nim:
e v £ongd “tan, it 18 recio:s stone ~hic: I found “eine
T tre veck of vour ass it 1> & not helons to e t i=
1
1
- " b
) - |
|
Jie areh 1o ked in ere-t perildervent first t tFe -~tone
wn3 shaen <t the Tebbi. nnd exelei~ed: ¥ ‘reired he the God of v
n <t i, 1

- - "o 'd 3 "
hag made hrlv the neme of nis Leor., |

—y Py

e
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Gnd ard Nind of our fethers, grint th't our

{5\1‘-0

orshin on thi=s 3=2hetr be necet=dDle to Thee, =%

we,  gsunetified thrously Thy econ sndr-eni=, becpome shsrers

¥

in the blecssings of Thy word. frach 12 to ne s tisfied

mn

if1e of Thy eoodiness ~“nd erztefullv to relinice

ct

ot
3
y
1
]

in #11 Thv :ercies. urifv our hesrts tst ‘ve 'nay serve

shee in triith, C Fela s t resepryvi Loe ospsath as

———

lsrael's nerites from genersztion to e errtion, thet

i
3
]

t muy ever orine rest end Jjov, 9esce =ni en fort

=

[

dwellinrs of our nretn rn, =ni throwrh it Libhy name be
. !
1allowed in ell the esrth. <rreaised be Thon, C Lord, L

whin gonetifiest t'e osbasth,

r T i-—- vrt of the r_-.:]—n--‘-ne‘ we 4o not eprk Por orTloery

jren but Toar s fer simtle, nohle thinea to rke us hette?

]
STOONS. ey e, sanctified throvwsh Thv eoramirents, Hecome ‘
w»epe in the bleszincs nf Lhy word " ‘
4 4t to Ge setisfied oith sifts nf Th encdness,” i
I our heerte that we mrv serve lhee in truti." = e :
cluie by thenkine God rfor havins riven us the 2'D ’h.f =
1r -ur storv section, tie suthnr sttemots to i ine ho
*{pest cap et cume into Helnp,
4
TieE ANGHEL OF -1
ihe earts wre mafe, Like = 4 rk strznre hall, it floated
-1a*1v pn i+s wev, hatween mg3ses of gl <rd eloud., fGentle f

frd= Alew yound itz or-en velleve, end rierce icv ~eles
28 md -mon~ t! e ~new crers of t e ol'r resi ns, Throush

t. tro ic lends, heav winds hune w=r= u-on the dzno N
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anisels roved thrau-h the “ild lsnd, rirds 4 rted throush

z.Pthe ..en w g iiesine the zo0il, scstterlinz the seeds of
weteni=e n* tepdins the sretl. of the little rreen stems,

the sun rose in he morninec, its oriett red frce slowed

+ e froste dew nd tr« ot backs nf ven slresdv t their

in the bheavy, dlr=ine hest nf wmnan, the svert ren do™n
AYe = o T A : v ooar .,—;"1 1 o~ -‘:: gl at 'ﬂif‘ht. l
the ~ot epew lees npnd the Fird sfeht mes to anw ad, r]i

lue “nd soft, over the fields, ner the lehorers streishtened i

hooirs . reiced their hevds, rrd ment, stu~ linpg wit!
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how menkxind 1sbored, sn' her he rt v trucned.

=1 her

g )
]

lrne aroel of Jeuce eni nest loox-i dowm fr:m heeven, end “
l d

'I shell eo do*mn to them," she seid. &O =he &7 :
i

sy vineg prd Tloct=d4 dovr tn tre esrtin.

ner feet touched the =oil of = little, lonelv ~»atnwev 1n !
arest resr # hut "u*lt of “ud. =t one side of the hut, e b
1- pee “ipe »=s Hrisklv burnire, end a men helf d-essed in furs
5= le=ninec over it, wetchine it, an? from tire to tive takine
sn=ethine o1t of *he fire. lle hsd & l-ree >0t into vhich he i
dr=ined & thiek, black, eurdlines 1iquid,.
ine anpel stoocd ne r, lookins 2t him, then she seid,
LT P R AL

"Shalom," rcrvlied tre -an, reising hie eves. They were
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red with tue wesriiess of look’'ns intc the prieht fire.

‘1 «m the ~ngel of Hest," s idA she. "I hrve come to brine
vou nerce., Let me touch vour eves, =nd vou wiil fsll into
jeliehtful slumber. &her you weke, vou will be hrD T

"und +ho will burn mv charecorl in the mesnti e?" =rswered
t-z man rourhlv, "Will you do it for ne?"

"GCe not vou lerve the charenzl for £ Asv?™ asked the rneel.

",nen how should I he -ble to #=in monev to feed my vife
ard ciild?" crowled tie echercosl-hurner. "Go =bdout your business,

#ine snrel., 1 hsve no ti=e for ynu,”

e anrel looxed srdlvy ¢t tre men. Into Jer eves c'™e

+ o #ipst te-~r “h+~t she ever shed, Tor ngels do not weeDd in

nisven. Ard the tear tell from her =ve snd dro vei into the i
|
f0lds of ner dress, 'nda turned into = ster. |

<te went ewav from the cncrcosrl-burner, eni weyine her

&y v

sray winee, she rose hish into the <irT, gnd Tlo-ted slong over
%111ls, ~nd vallevs until c=he ~overed over &8 rre -t citv. From J
+ie uir she conld see that the citv wes full cf toili-g Heonle.

Jsv sfter dsv went by, end =till the peonle worked end to’led
vithout rest.

ihen the aneel bent her head, -nd wedt, and =nother tesr
=1 sed down her cheekx on to Ler ecown, &n° it heceme & strr,.

irievine, the sngel sziled u- end u»s and u», nest the
clouds, »ast the skv, ' til she ceme to nheeven. Ard she would
not join the bright enrels but crt apert: end her he=d wes
nert, end ner fece wes full of sorrow.

"Uh, Lord, esl-ie tv God, she srid, "1 hrve been dovm to

espthi. I have seen how menkind labors, ~nd how pnimels lebor,
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~nd thev hsve no time to re-t,"
", h-t Aost thou desire?" ssif the voice of the sinfFel of

L& --i-‘rd .

"Grent, Lk Lord," svid tie aneel, "that I ney brine them

thou rot ro dowDn

)
- |
m
—4

"ivrt thou not the ancel of hest? (U

£to thew snd brine them rect?"

", hev ¢-nnot sccent me, for their labor is nnending"

revlied the 4npel,

"her dnst thon desire ‘o dwell smone trem rether then

-»e -p~els of heaven?"

"Uh. Lord, -he ancels o® reaven -re vith Thee: thev do

not reed me, nt the toiline neonle of the esrth, trev reed me," ‘
iten the air hersen to erov verv Hrieht, and everrwhere

-

‘ch -

+h

ith the “lirdine liecht of the clorv o

N
L8]

"Ineny skelt ro Gownm to enk nd, one v ir seven," szid

t e voice of the «negel c¢f God. "For one dav in seven, menkind IL
s -11 hsve rest, for the co~fort of his n~ody and of 1he -eace

of nis ~oul. Thou shalt be ¢ l1led the 3eb-ath dsv, end Ly

nes le shall less t y neme and lone Tor tice, and
tree with erest rcjo’eine.” ]
#11 of jov, the nanr  Anpel thenked tre Lord, and seliled :

iner to e~rth, to hrine the firet Sahh=th. And over =11 the

world, me-nle leid dowm their tools, «nd cessed their l-hors,
their henrts were #i1l1ed =itk > raver end

anfd rested, anfd

pretitude to God. 1In the fields, the snimels lar dorn end

‘i-e fond, wrile the
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~nd the ~negel s»read peiuce and rest over the esrth,
211 tret night =nd all the next dry, and the veoole »lessed

t e orbbeth dey, end kent it holv,




Look with fevor, O Lozsl, u-on ne, and msv our
servicre ~e screst ble 1 +n Thee, reiced he Thon, O

r"'qﬂ‘ ~hom g]yvre ws aprve in reyererce,

ihe sbnve narser-oh ic the rone thet GCod hss accented

1r

TTPEVETrS, e none too th=t =11 tihet p gsked for wee

rthy of bheines or.=ented before God. In different worde, it

is our hove that =11 we u:ter-d wes said with tie rreatest
rev-rence and c~re., 1he incident with Rebhni Jacohs js =n
eremnle of another torm of relirious revererce.
ch=i Jocohs nf Few Vork lived in & hnounse gdjoirins =is
rerpee, .8 he na Aalk*ne lare the street one morri B
st'rtlei pv the rlen~ire of the fire-wapors, =ri soon s<w
l=rs= crowl ruoidly satherine in front of hie wouse. 1re
e .. 16 " s the tem-ls tirt wse wrraped in Tlemes. The

reobi auieklv ="ushed his wev throuesh the orlonkers, snd s*arted
in min towerd the doors of the hirnins buildine,

"Woun sre med," shouted a fireman vhe had riasred un from
senind ard seivzed the rabbi bv the arm, " h-t eve vou ecoine
to do in theve? Let vour money irn. If vou enter thet
mildine, vou will never come out alive.”

Tt is not monev, hiut tre ho'wv Ark of God that T ~ust
Tezcne Tre Lord +il1l lesd me thro-rsh the flemes =8 =o"elv
5¢ .o Aid Daniel,” re~lie? the rannl, s+srkirr amickly hut

; --hii"ll\r’-

Imyrescsed by the relirinus reverence of the worth+ —ean
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tne fireran loosened his hold, snd Rabbi Jecobs dsshed throueh
tie doors to save wh=2t 1o hi~ wee the ~ost ~recious oesession
v =11 the world. Jhe crowd w=ited with bre thle=s expect=ncy.

in & few minutes, the rsbbi resone: red, his clothes sblere, but

worp £loft in his arms wes the lorsh, rescued from the Arke.
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e rratefullv =cknowleire, O Lord our God, thet
Thou srt our itrector ar ‘reserver, the ~ock of our
1ife end the chield of our heln, ue render thenks unto
Thee for our livee vhich sre in Thy hend, for our sonuls
virieh sre ever in Thy keening, for 1lhv wondrous >rovi-
dence snd for Thv continuous pondne-s, which Thou
hestowert unon us dey by d-v, 4rulv, thy rercies never
£=11 =nd Lthy lovinglrindnecs rever ce' 3i S, Therefore

jn we forever mit onr t-ust in Thee.

fh's -~areere-h is =in iv A orever of thenks ¢nd 5o reciation

01, the “re tor of »ll. .he story we ere tnont to re-d

to noint out that *t was CGod "ho crerts=d tre world and

srelore it hes olan -nd osurHose =1lthaoiel. we cs not alwavs

DAVLID, -2 tAS , & D T'E S IDu
.nce David wre sittine in his esrden an” he s°W 8 e

tvr g soider. ..e sgid: "o Lord, vhy hect thou crected

ct

=r¢ ore-tires of no -mronse? The wsazs" cH™EUTES honev e8ll
.+ mA@ nothine edod co-es of it. ihe s ider reres silXy
«-g=5 . but they csnrot be ﬁreﬁ for earments.,"” 5Le heerd the
in'ee n® Bod in his ears: "Devid, Ao you des ise the work of
v ‘=nA=? ‘There will come & iev vhen a erert sslvetion shr1ll
ne «paicht threush trese: then shalt thon know thet I h-ve
~*2d nothine withot our-cse.”

sefore manv devs hed ascsed, seul was seeking Devid's

«nd Usvid + s forced to flee. ..e hid in 8 cave in the

-,
[y i)

ijiderness, Lod znwinted -a snider which wove & ebh over the




mouth of tie c-ve, tous seslineg it, oSeul and his mern or-ssed
ave Lne ceid: "Let us gs.ret. this e ve. ‘erha-s Levid is
h'dine in it." The secord snswered: "-eholé the soider web,
cornletel” coverine the mouth of the o ve, Hed snvone i=gesed
*-ronrh, he shoul? heve hroken tle wen; the-efore. the gave
nrot He oceu~‘ed,” &to t-e men "essed on witkout ~ntering

“he prye, wevid lav in ridine ;e r the nouth of th- cave and

r4 the vor:s of the men, hen his mirzuers were scne, he

¢ e ~at of the c'.ve e s w h~w ti'e “veb hed seved hi~, &nd
it "ble sed ne thv Jre tar, end »le=sed ert thou, slso,

v s2ider, t.e vork of ..is hsnis.,"”
~aul continued to oursue Dsvid., Devid Leerd thst Loul was
mrsuine npi- in the wilderrness, er? Le lesrned where zul wes
“L to ence~d ot nishtlfell. 2o Dsvid oroceeded to the ~emp

ne. 4inere in the .woon!iecht lev c=ul surronrd=g hv circle
“® micrkty er, One could rot #7°roscii tile Fine wit-out s+*enine
pwer Tne tern, end thus swekenins them. Thet is, no oriinsry
eo1d, hut Jevid wes & mere :lirof 8 1'd. «nd sbrer, the
sheral off the ay+ v, had his “rers Peised ra thet ¥ s lees
atnod = ortsls of &8 grect deoorvey, givine Devid am le room
50 ere- 1 throush,. <eul had, on one side of his hegd 8 g -evr
ick in the rround sud on t.e nther, a8 t.ask of werter. Dsvid
Tock th of thece grd persn to crewl nesck seneath ~brer's grest
le-=, Just then sbne, in r’'s slee , lowered h*s knies flush
or the y~uth, De+vid, erd his less wer e so heav- that David
t:cusht he 'ould soon be ecrusted to desth. ..e called out unto

d for hela., A wr-m ¢ me snd stuns abner's les, He raired
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kis ecs 8 2in, #nd Devid nessed hene' tr then irn s Tetv.
en _ovid re:r-llced t1 st rere of God's erertures 2re crerted

without mur-ose; even the svider er? the ween gre g -8rt

of Go3's erest Hlen,

|
|
|
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Grent us vesce, Thv most nrecious gift, C Thon
oternel source of nesce, rnd ermble Isreel to be its
esserger unte tre —eodles of t'e eerth., Eless our
country thet it 1ay ever be e stronshold cf nesce, =nd
its mdvocete in the council of nesti~ns. “'ev contentrent
reion withir its borders, heelth #nd hen-lness vitkin
ite nomes. ~trencinen the bonds of friendshin end
felloweni~ ¢mone nll the inhrhitente of our 1=nd. 1ent
virtue in everv smul, esni mev the love of Thv neme hellow

everv ho~e snd everv hesrt. reized he Thon, 0 Jord,

Jiver of esce,

ta werepyrank e one o® tre rohles nrevere in the ertinr
- Y g - NE 1es I 1 3 iTe

ook. It ie rn evnrescion vhich is elose to rur resrt.

~ar ho e thet not only smone wations but »ithin o-r ovm |
\emce mEY soon cone: =o tr:t the dirferert relielons

t sc brothere ¢nd friernds #nd thus 4

0

rrees - 111 lesrr to ¢

. 2% whia ,
- -1 th

in cor-terntrent snd friendshi - end jov. Iris I8 the

ce of tne serrerroh, "Ar-nt us vdecrce,” Our story smeake

| TN

e two epre=t Eiblicsl renresert-tives of ne:rce, AFTOM and

W AYETS

C% 4D JC3ETA TR¥ EACE A

{he fe-~ous xnrbbi Hiillel vould =ev: "Ee one of the
nf -aron, & lover of ~esce, followine efter nerce,

menk 'nd, ant Argwine them resT TO 2N a~ recietior of

-+ S i p—

-rehi. When aaron nse® to welk slore tre hichwey =nd meet
1

=

of rnown icredne=:, he vould ereet him cordislliv. On

i o g
=_=
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tie rfollowving dey, if the men of vwicrkedress wished tc ferforc
evil Aeed, he thoucht to nir=elf: "If I mrfet asron negein
s+d ne egreets me so cordisilv, now will I feel?"
Thue »e would he led to ansteir from =ir.
.hen saror he r® th:t two oseonle hed nurrreled, he ~ould
0 to one end =sv: "I heve iust come from a men whom you helieve
-0 e vaur erery, und® h't heve I s en? re berts 8t his heert

rends nis eurmentg snd cries out: 'T have sinned egairst

—

£ ashemed to look hir in the fece.'”

m
.-

» neirsnbor. woe€ is

e would then do thne ssise ihine st the home of tle othep.

sfus, hern tne two en met, wiev “e 1 uvon e:ch other's reck

wtd 2mmor cel eacl otner.

.herefore, ~hen anercn died, t:e vhole house cof Iasreel went
ri-, wo=en gs vell as men. +her l.oses died, hoever,

~-1y tre en ‘e t. It »ee seid: "So env erried counles
were veunited =fter do~eetic rusrrels hv seron thet menv thoussnds
e jlijer to »hon & €On WES horn gft=r suchk = reconeiliation

¢d +he child asror ir his honor: end rt kis Aesth, elrhty

snd sepesons ne-ed Aerorn velked in the “unersl »roression.”

fer Joshue wrs buildines &n £lt r to Sof, the Jevs came

t~ nim end nsked, "Ex lain to us our ! ester Joshue, why fod

-

]

“asa ferbidden the use of iren on stone fro- vtich £rn <ltsr is

~

ernetructed”
Joshie ex-lsired, "whéir men sin sgeinct Cod ° nd brine e i
crorifice uscn LEis sltsr <nd confess their sins, God forecives

t'em yrd rewsric t.em *ith long verrs of neece. This is hecsurse

|
tip rlt r is ~ede on'y to lenesthen the 1life of men nnd to m

— e
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cete 21ich nesce Hetween man &nd Tod.
It is Aifferert with ircn. From it, ore frshions svords
e d ~aeeprs end 211 =anner of weenons em-loved to kill, to

rtern 1ife end to kindle hetred betwesn ~en +né ~rn, hetweer
. 1ion +nd retion. lherefore, God commended thet iro- which

s ortens the life of en ne not ellcve’ to tovurh the =tones

« +he glter which oring him ‘e2ce end ircreece his veesrs."

+her the neonle hesrd (oshus's ex len=ticn, thev ‘ere
‘4:1ed with delieht #nd seid, "1f stones thrt see r°t, he'r

pnt £rd soesk nit eres o hiphly gri~ed v God heemuse thev mere

sace hetweer Hi~ =nd the sors ~f sn, how much ~ore “rized

=t nn he wher he makes nemce hetween cne individusl &nd

"

ther, hetweer husherd =nd ife, hetween netion #nd netien!
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U God, kees iy torneie from evil end sy lins from
s eeking puile. ‘e my sun ort vher frief silences my
voice, snd myv co-fort wher »oe Herds »v =oirit. Imvlant
npmilitv in mv =onl, end strenrtren my hesrt »ith ‘erfect
faith in Thee. Lelp 7e to he strore in temotetion and
trirl and to ve p-tiert #r? forerivine »her others wrong
me. Guide me by tre lipght of Thy ecunsel, thet 1 mey
ever find strereth ir Thee, v rock #nd ~y Zedeemer.

o BIl,

the berinting c¢f tre chove orever is tesed con & -rivrte
seyine of . er, the son of asbine, # f<meous rehii of the fourth
certiry. It is 8 v ver »f humility and esks for God's help
essecisrllv in the time of rre«t distress end egrief. * Cur
stery thet followe mekes on ftter -t to {llustrete how tre =ncient
rennie tried to coneole their tescher in fust such = moment

* rrief., y speciel »ttention to the ensver of wehhl HElerzer!

CONSOLATION IN ARIEF

Ahen the =on of nsbbi Yohensn he Zekkai died, the =tudents
ec=7e Lo conscle the father.

First cere agbhi =liezer bher EKyvrkenos. wvishire to
distrect tre s:d Pntrer, he asked, "Would you like to listen
tc ny telk, febbi?”

"Loeak!" nebol Yohenan ssreed.

S0 nepul sliezer besen: "Adem hed e son erd he died.
Nonetheless, ndem zllowed himself to be corforted. ie under-
=tand thie from the fsct thet Ad:m end Eve reccrciled t hemselves

o)

tn their loss snd fulfilled their acsciened tesks on eerth. So

==l
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u, tcvo, Rebbi Yohansn, find comfort in yvour sreet grief.”

"ot enoush thet T have my ovm sorrows,” cried Rebni

Yoh-ner reoroschfullv, "must vou remind me el=o of the sorrows
of aAdsm?"

#ebhi Joshus then enteredi ard sgidq, "will wvou ellow me,
ashhi, tc = -esk?”

¥rbbi Jozhua beern: "7ob had sons end “en~hters, but
inev s2ll 4ied in re A«yv. Neverticlers, he found comfort.
zow do we Know th:=t? From the fact that ke ssid; '"Cod rave

«rd God tcok, blessed be the reme of the Lordl' You, teco,

spould thererore fi-d confort."”
"Not enough thi't I tave my ovn prief, must yvou rerind
¢ of Job's grief?" Rebbi VYohsnen eried enerilvs., |

aehni Yore trhen entered.

" ermit me to sav vords of comfort to y~u," he ssked,
"iveek," s-id Rahbi Yohenen, ”
rRanhbi Yose becan: "Aeron hed two crown sones =nd hoth
*ied on the crme dev, Nonethelese, Zernrn 2llowed hireelf to
e corfortedi, row do we know thst? Tt is written in the
lorsh: 'asron wes cilent.' «When 2 men *ho mourns fells silent,
it meuns thet ne hes cea=zed to feel erieved end is consoled.
~rd so, x#abbi, I say: you too, must scce t co~fort ir your |
ere-vement."
"ot enourh that I h:ve mv ovn sorrovs," cried Rabbi
Yohensn snertly . 'wust you remind me of the sorrows of
saron?"

"4il1l vou nermit ~e, Rebbi, to snesk on tkis subject?” |



"Snegk " eegid neb 1 Yohensn.

renbi oimeon bhergn: "Fine Devid hed & son =rd he died.

sonethelees, he nermitted hi~celf to be comfor‘ed. Aind how

10 e krow trat? It is writter ir the -—cri-ture thet Le

ce-"arted himeelf and his wife, Like David, vou, toc, =uct

“ind co~fort."

+ enoush th-t I h've mv orn prief, must vou remind me

(o]

nt Jevid's<™ eried neovi Yohsnen.

Finm ver -8 ‘bl zlerzZzr her Arsk.

ilie lsst to fo in wo

",i11 vou :llov me, nebbi, to ssv worads of romfort to

you ™ ke asKed,
"3neak," szid arbnri Yoherern.

Raobi &le zar beren: "Let me tell vcu &8 fittire ncrable.

#ire had civern one of his servents 8 valuenle obhiert to

h~15 for him. Hach dsy this man would ween: 'Woe is mel

nen will the kine come ani tuke hack nis ~osses-ion rco *het

wrnn't he burdened ' ith such & rcrest responsinilitve?t The

. < hLolds true of vou, kebni. You hed e son »ho was accom-

.1ished =nd e fine secholar. e left trne vorld unstsined, ~ure

swow sin. In-refore, vou must find coufort in the thousht

1. -t you heve returned unst:ined, the possession entrucsted to

your cere oy the King of Kires,"

"VYou heve comforted me, Eleezer, mV cor.!" cried Vohencn,.

Ard he =rose -nd out hise erief gside.

—
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l.ev the words of -~y —outh and the meiit-tions of
my hesrt be acce *teble in Thy sirsht, O Lord, =y Rock

zné my redeemer.

lhe mein thought n»ehird this brief wreerenh i the ides
of #ircerity. The oer On "no L-ss offered his revers concludes
with the ho e th't he hss nee’ eincere erourh so thet Cod

2)

jent eccent his orever:. Fust = ir the storyv the#t follows,

5

+ie rieh men terted the motives cf the 1 borer to see if fe
wee <incere or 'ot, -evhens God in Lis own wry ines the s¢~e

+£h4rg ~jen & mMan Treyvel

AV IN ¥EED
'here wes & rich —an rhose eirrpity ernsisted in "uvine
. 4~ 1e epts &nd to~ls to loern to needv leborers, One mornire
nocr ceraenter ¢'me To oorvov £n swl,
"Go up to the atiic,” the +eslthv ~ian suerested, "=nd yvou
il find it there."
ilie curpenter 4id as he vas 10ld, but cocn V&S ack

o stvkenced. "I've lo ked sll over,” he esid, "but conld

ne

not finpd it."
wserhens it is ir tre celler,” was the r¢ 1lv.
The rsn wes heck shortlv. 'I've searchesn in every corner,
't 4id rot see it."

"wPher trv the stehble," the other egid, "It mey be in

5 = .t

e wood ile.,
The cerbenter r=n fro- nlece to ~lece, but to ro =veil,
e ool eonld :ot ve founc. ‘her he -ss exheusted © itr

r.tieue, the rich rer st id, ‘here, ¥ friend, the swl wsS on




ovever, 8oinc w0 0 not -e~d tre i=ole~ent, but i1l merely

113,

teble &ll the time."

ljje poor :en ~ened with surorise., "If the &wl wrs on

t ple £l1 the time, why 1id vru tire me out needle=sslv?"
"It sffords me ole=cure to losn mv t~21ls to men wiO are

-eed of them," the ve=lthy 78n ex leinei. "There rre,

i1t Par the s ke of borm-wing =0 et ine, vithout = defiritr
‘ve, 1 tested wou *To ree etner vou re=liv nee“ers the

an einece the< e ,-.11-'1-.3 {.--'_.*]__.\1-' T epave it to vou."
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he law of the Lord is Jerfict, restorires tre

onls tee testiziony of the lLord js sure, meking ise

e imrile. ihe recetse of the lord =re T‘"f"t, re-
jedeines the headt: tre ‘udpe-erte of the Lord sre true;
t ev £7e riritenis elteoretier. “ehold, s geod Inct—ine
f =81 iver urto v u fore t not.
4.4 tree nf 11%¢ to thet 14 “rs o it,
ite suovoriers &1 ey, 1t --e pgre +ave of
srntress, f 171 $te the r™e “esce,
call e o e cri "tiren aTe Teen, thiy ATe iz rTet''rrnes tn
nile -~ravers ' nA 41 1 =onre ove m=~ hr ke
. ''he Azpnerach shove i& 8 cort of susmewy of +1Y those
. Tt sindv st tes that tne Tarsk (God's l=wsg) is =
i e~ nos=zes=ion of tue Je-8g. Ynowledre gnd "recetice of
L-v=n ern hel> neodle to leed better eni hannier livecs.
| &
t ta a iree of life to ‘themn that hold rest to it, an Jis I
|
sorters sre neo v." This wonderfual tritade of tte Je' S

“eir Lorsh is g/ in retnl? irn the three celectinrs

2t we *re sbout to Tres .

Zee A man cate to “hemel end seid: "7 will mceent .

Juisinm if vou will teesr’ me the inrsh while T s*end on one

re. wpner 2l ordered him to jenart.
i el the zan went to illel. And he becsame 8 Jew. For
jllel sceentsd his chsellesnee, snd FO0KE thne to hins J20 nrot do

mta others vwast vou vould not heve done unto veurself. This |
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t.e U-r~h: the rest is com enterv."

laorsh is cor re <0 Ler.
It cleenses —ar fro + g 3 in 11fe.
reb is comonred ta .
1i+e ernrot render 't ‘ceplega=s: wvee: tire irceresses its

ran iz comoered o hionev

% 8 Ty : n free Tro itterress of hstred.
T - O e r o0it.
11 icer 1T it T r ele ents it nreserver ites ovmn
jistinctiveres .
o iz comoered to a1,
It ‘rotect it iersnts i il e 0f the wieced.
r ies conopred to manna. !

roclaims the eruxlitv of rieh znd 200r be®ore God,

eriitifil ~eiden k0o once

L4
3
4e
ct
i1
st
tn
2
4
J
Y

rried hendso e voune m:n. ot lons after the ved inec,
pride—rroom wes g=lled gwev from Fo-e on wh:t he =said »ould

e ;. 1 [ .“no!'t f:“j n.

=

Jevs vassed, but he d4id not return: he did not vrite.

e davs bec-me wee 8, tae weeks became months, the months

s. und 5till o vord ceme Trom the missine man. Throuch

, &né
{t =11 the bride renesined honreful. At first, neonle bersun to

er, end then to soverk oosenlv. Finellv, thev rrew bold

i




¢croach to tsunt the food woman lierself. "He loved tree not,"

+ oy declered., "He hes decreived Thee rnd hes now deserted

t
-qee, =imsle child. Turn fron him end m-rry snother men.”

" o, no," renlied the trustire ~ife, "mv faith in him
caves vmvers. Durine his r=hsence, I re'd every Ary come of
t: = love letters he vrote e ~aefore merri=-re - let-ers in
-s aroniced tiet ne vould care TOTr "€ &S lone 28 1 vrs
:pue to him - end I ko' ne is one who- I c¢en trust."

At last, tae husnsnd ri turred., ire nsd been cesptured

ic<ed nmen 2nd held & risoner taece Mun: VErTS. SHBD Y
trer ves tne wife, sltnouss now =n old romem, thet <he had
cewsined true: 8nd rien vwes the revsrd of her f ithfulnesrs.

”~ &

The hugssrd, tne rudois declsre, syrholizes God: ihe

‘va Isreel: the love letrers, the Toreh. Even tnoueh Tod

L]

ametines evoe' r *o have hidden Zinecelfl “rom Isrsel, ond

: 2 watinns teunt her end bid her turrn fror tihe Lord to some

god. she slw+vs rene s ner faith bv resdiine of God's

- g

|
_~ve in the Bivole - a boox writter ececially Tor her.
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Let us adore tne ever-livine God, end render oraise
unto Him who s resd out the he vens and est-blished the
eertn, whose clorv ig reveszled in hesvenz anbove and
whose egrestness is menifest throushcut the vorld. Ee
is our God; there is none elcse.

‘e bow the heed in reverence, snd worshio the

¥iner of kines, the holy One, nrrised bhe Ee.

-8V the time not he Aistsnt, 0 fod, wher Thy nere

(e

~orshined in rll the e:rth, ~hen unbelief

(7}
=
*\-J

J
b

s°all dissn 'err gnd error ne no more. e ferventlw
arav £+t the A<v» mev come hen sll men ~hell invoke
ibv rae, when corma tirn and evil stgll ecive wey to

Mmritr erd poodne-s., voen sune'stition shell no loneer

enslave i1he mind, nor idolstrv blind the eve, when ell

+1.0 dwell on esrth shsll know that to Thee £lone every

kiiee nust nend ard every toncue zive homnsre. (€ may
sll, creeted in Thine imerse, recorni- e thst they ere
brethren, 80 thet, one in =9‘rit &nd one in fellowship,

m

thev 1oy be forever united hefore Thee. Then shsll
Thv kinsdom be estebliched on earth snd the vord of
Thine ancient seer he f1lfilled: The Lord will reion
forever end ever,

On thet dAsv ~he Lord sb=211 be One and Fis nrme

shall ve (Cre,

’his selesction tells us in the hesmtir™ul lsnsusre of

‘rever th=t God is the Fether of us #ll, ‘ni wve ere His children,

~nd ‘0o we arev for the day vihen 8ll mankind will recoenire !
tnst there is only one God, and thst His childre- should act ‘




11¥,

35,
tovards one enother as brothers. Our story tells us these

g .ie truths.

Ly d4id God crerte onlv one Ad-m en? not mrnyv st = time?
;e 4id t is to demonsirete thet ore msr in hi self ies =n
entire universe. slso ne “ishes 10 tesch wenkird thet ‘e
£ills one huen beine Is £ ruiltvy 85 if Fe had destroved
t e entire world. 3Sirmilarv, he "ho save= the life ~f one
ginsle human beine 18 us vortnv ae if e nz2d sasved s8ll of

]

0L creczted onlv one men s¢ tnet neole shoal? not trv

to Teel superior to one encther znd bhoe-t cof their line=zrce

ct

in this ~ise: "I &1 deccended from & more dAistinsuished Adem

'"e 8lz0 444 this =0 thet the hesthen choul? not he =hle
to epsr thkat . eince -any men hed heen crested at the s=-e time,
ar nronclasive »roof tl=t t ere wes —more tier one -4,

Lestlv, He Aid this in order to estehlish !'is ovm —ower
i #loryv. «hen & m=ker of coins doe= his work ne "1ees only
one mnld =nd =11 the coins emerse elize. :ut the Ring of
i.in- =, bdlested oe his neme, haes crested sll 'snkind in the

mold of Ad m, end even so, no 7an is identicsl to another.

]
For this resson, esch person ~ust resect hirvself and say
vith dignitv:

"God cre=ted the orld on my &ccount. Therefore let me

not lose eternel life becruse of some vein pession!”




e

rucéAdish® merns "holv." dhen ve sy it, ve j0

119,

ivytolled snd hallowed be the neme of God through-
At the vorld which Ee has crerted according to Fis 'Will.

rd pev h2 syee~ilv estenlish His kipedom of richteousness

orious neme unto all eterrity.

2]
m
ke
7]
D
s
m
fote
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7
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and picrified be the neme of the Holy One,

5
N
(=
"
D
o M

tr.ourk e ne £bove gll the rsises vhich we esn utter.

Qur ecuide is he ir lire tnd our redeeter 1T uch =1l

eternity.

Cur hel s cometh Trr 1 + e cre=tor nf heeven

g1 esrth.

Tre denepte” ! we now remerher heve entered
into tre nemce of life eterrel, fThey still live con earth
ke £ote of coodress t ev nerfor ed gnd 1v tre Ferrte

thnse i cheriss t efir mererv. 1sv the beruty of

i+ life t£bide smone ue =g ¢ lovine nere?iction.

Lev tlhe Fether of nerce send erce LO 11 wto

mourn, and comfort all t.e neresvec emone HT.

Lverv o+wiszh service ends it e T'ver in honor snd ir

" L]

~yv of the deverted. Tris orsver is e+ lled the "heddish.
‘e ~rever wrs not origirslly vritter in rebrev bput in sremaic,
laveunare & close TOo nELreEV &S Italien is to letin. Tre rd

not crr for trose

ve cive thanks to God thet they hed once lived

: 0 heve died, bui we

ione NE. e do not comnlain &t vhist we loet but sre rrateful

~p het we once noseessed, For £11 this we recite this nrayer

& 1 di3e tg God. nnd elthousli we Adn not elweve nrderstend His

= ——
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i e lo 2y s !
vsys, ‘"€ nevertneless acceot nis decisicn.”"* The soirit of

vt e Aeddish is ex :recsed in the storv thet follows.

B 3ToaM OF . Al
The Creetor descerded. 411 the snrels, the “rinces of
he elemente, heheld =rd contemnlsted nhis work.
¢ r-1led to the dust. A 4 Aust r=trered itself from ell

¢ rusrterse of t e’r terrestisl clnhe, Ard the Arrel of the
crtr s£i?, "This fre—e will be & mortel crestures, vwierespever

£l11s unor e rtn: “nr it i=s Aust 2-4 must returr urte dust.”

e crlled to the btervenls cloud: and it ~oistened the dAust.
e clev resepr 1O n€EsVE rTH she e itself into vessels end

vrtmente. £nd tre arcel of trne waters exc . "Thou
i1t reruirs pourisn-ent, thou curiousl constructed creaturel

o

r #»vd thirst will necn e irse 2or ble Tro- thv reire.”
epsl tie veins sn? cells ber~n to re forred: tre ~arifold
wtwerd 14i~hs sssuned their she ‘e, end the ~inrel of tre livine

{14, "Pnou +§lt e suhject to —wrv desires, heruteour ANA

ientific cre-tion! Iove nf thy s-ecies will sttreet snd imnel

Live Lrestor wosched it) L.is deurhtere, .isdom #nd Love,
‘rpes enn Irmortelitvy to visit —men, [ en stood erect.
he looked :round. "Eehold!" s¢id the voice of the
~ct kirh. ‘all ti.e erowt: of the mesdows &nd trees, ell the
niels that dwell uon esrti, I heve eiven to thee. Thy
‘et erlend, the e rtr, is thine, &nd thou shelt rule it: but

o t.veelf ert L.ind: thy vre:tk is !v eift, end vhen thy time

etri. I swmmon it unto iyself!i"

I————
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Love, the offs-rires of Gnd, steved with the
esrtr. Thev instructed him srd teusht ell

in nature. ihev conversed - ith him ss lovire
tkeir lifsht wes with in ocent m-n.

on earth, ha vy if risdom end

their pect to creer him with their influence. Put whern

1lntieq ti

me ~x"ires, his bhodAv r turns to mix -ith the

whence it +&s trxen: hut the spirit retarns se-in to

st-rnael embrace it ves orectled into K g T
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Let us »reise God with this symbol of jov, end
therk Him for the blessings of the »e<t week, for life,
heglth, end strergth, for home, love, snd friendshin,
for the discipline of our trisls znd temptstions, for
the hepoiness th=t hes come to us out of cur lsbors.
lhou hast ennobled us, 0 God, by the blessincs of work,
erd in love end kindness Thou hes ssnctified us hv the
blessines of rest throush the commesndment: Six dsyvs shelt
thou lebor 'nd do ell thy work, but the seventh drv is
the Sabbath hesllowed unto the Lord, Thy God.

Pr-ised be Thou, 0 Lord our God, Kine of the universe,

who heet crested the fruit of the virne.

his selection is c=lled the Kiddush. It ig nrimerily &

ne ceremonvy recited on Frid-v night. It is & wine cererony

37. ("¥iddush"™ is the Hebrew word for

usnerine in the Sabbsth.
"E~nliness™ end is & wine ceremonv., It should not be confused
with the aremaic term "Ksddish", & prever recited in merory of
toe deesd, which #lso is relsted to the ides of “holv".)

Our storv is = frneiful lersend which sttemnts to conrect

the verv first wine ceremony with tie szncient Tiesure of Noeh.

10AH AND THE SER 'EXT
hen Nosh left the Ark end begen to nlent & vireyverd, the
ser ‘ent ¢ me to him and =sked: "Whet are ycu plenting?"
"A vinevard," seid Nosh.
".né why do vou went & vineverd?" asked the cservent.

"Becruse its fruit is sweet, and its juice rleddens the

hesrt .-"

——
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"If you went to be partners with me, I will helv you in
the planting,” seid the servent to Noeh.

"Good,"seid Nozh.

50 the sernent tock a sheen =nd slsurhtered it, and
sorinkled some of the blood on the vine. Next he slsushtered
n lion, and »oured its blood on the vine:; then he 4id the same
» th an eve, and finelly with e »ie.

hen Noch ssked hir why he did this, he exvlesined: "The
reascson is sgim~le. 'hen one drinxs the firet pless of wine, he
is #s ruiet &nd nesceful es a sheen. After the second gless
o wine, he becomes br:ve end dsring es & lior. After the
tuird =las: he berins to rence =zbout end meke himself lock

as foolish &s & monkev. Finslly, after the fourth glacss, he

wallows in the mud like & pig."
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“reised be Thou, 0 Lord our Cod, King of =211

universe, who causest the ezrth to vield food for =sll.

ihis is € o rever of thanks thet is recited before #ll

nesls., It is cometimes referred 1o in Hebrew zs the "Motzi"
("who causest the esrth to vield food for #11.") "In The Inn"

is g story 2bout £ young bov who never foregot the "Notzi."

I THE INN
There once lived & verv poor teilor end his wife, vho hsad

20 children. Thevy becsme edvenced in vesrs, but dresded the

thousht of dvirg, becsuse they hed no son to say Vsddish efter
them.

Did I sey no son? Well, thev once did heve & son, but this

is whet hannened to him: The bov wee «ight veers old. He wes
etti ¢ rerdy for schoocl one dav when srmv officisls burst
into the tsilor's house &nd demsnded thest the child be hrnded
sver for ermy dutyve. 71he mother aznd father nleaded for the
child's relesse necsuse he was so youns, out the officinls
jnsisted on tsking the bov. They pushed the mbther snd fsther
scide and snetched the child eswev.

Thet wes ten ve=Ts ef0, &n’ ther e wer never & Fridey
n‘eht sfterwerd thaet the tsilor snd his wife did not shed
tesrs becsuse their son wes not there to sev the "otri
Lechem", One Fridrv sfternoon there wes = preet commotion

the village sousre. The srmy wes ngssins throuegh on its wey
to B new locetion #rd the e¢eptsin wes trvine tc find lodeing
‘or is men. 1hey even ceme to the hut of the voor teilor
snd told him he vould heve to house e man overnight. Vhet

could the teilor do? Hazdn't they zlrerdv tsken his =on awey?
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agreed to teke & men.
boy wrs broueht to the tei'or's house. He put his »nsck
corner and took a rest, rweit‘ng the evening mesl. It

the LZve of the Seab eth, eand the teilor hed his one big

T the week. Le didn't went the bov to sit =t the t=ble

-
-1
o
e

n

ife heceruse he vae afr=id thset the bov ould

of the ceandles £nd the Zghhath sonee, =0 he took =a

of fond cver to the bcv in the corner.

ne bov ;iad ceen silent s1]1 the while, bvut he h:d heer

r herd end thinkine fsrt. The clock on the v2l1 looked
i lessinsrs, the strenre
nis mouth sounded somewhst frmilier.

Wher# hzd ke heard that strenge

]
n
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m—
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m
ct
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After the meal, the tsilor herszn to auestion the boy

his f=ther and mother, his rge, his netive cityv. ut
f thease 41d the bov recell. re did have =8 F‘ﬂll f}ej-cel’

er, wvhieh he remembered wss civen to him bv his fether.

broursht it out, snd lo =nd behold, in it was & huge

st:rwhich the ts=ilor hed piven his =son hen he wvas

»£f to the armyv. This, then, was their own bov,
in! ‘YQhe tsilor znd his wife were 80 han'yv thevy cried.

t.. thev resested the Sebbeth Eve blessines so thet their

uld sey the "liotzi lechem".

163305




STURY &ND SCURCE

SITURY
woni The Reinmaker
Ihe sute Villege sov
God weeves :‘rsver
Lhe v1ld Siddur
ihe weeving oSvnagosue
nemember LThe Ssbbeth Dey
The Two Brothers
Bodvy snd Soul
The Jewels
lhe Judgment of The Wind
Ihe Feelinrs of Three
xebbis loweri “raver
ihe Sheen» snd the Righteous
l.an
nesidic iele
abrchem end the vld ken
lhree Gifts
sbout Rabbi Isreel Selenter
The Building of the Temvle
if Not Hirher
It Conld &£lwevs Be liorse
*“hy the Moon Is Pale
ihe 1Telv Scholer
In Uesair

1The Deeth nf &Lkibse

“'TRCE
Talmudie  arthologyv
Dislogue ith God
Dislogue with God
Dielosue with God
Dislopue with God
Disloesue with God
The Ber !'itzveh Tresasury

Book of Jewish Thoughts

Zook of Jevish Thoushts

Stories f+r keligious School (Vol.I)

kasidic snthologv, ¥in Jecobd

besidic anthologv

“orld Over

Hsr Vitsveh Treasury

Bar Mitsvsh Tressury
Lecends of the Jews
Yiddish Tslies

Treesurv of Jewish Folklore
Pelace of the Farles

Wisdom of Tsrsel

Stories for HRelisious School (Vol. I)

Hook of Legends




STURY AND

STORY

The Six Elind Boys
The hLelo of God

I'o #it The Crime
I're “recious Stone

The snrel of Hest
=bhhi Jacohs

Uevid, the Yas» snd the

eacenekers
Consoletion In Grief
wen In Need

un +oreh

+hv Only One Yen
The Storv of AMan
Nosh snd the Ser ent

In the Inn

(bserving the Sabbeth

SCURCE

SOURCE

Treesury of Jewish Folklore

Stories for ideligious Schonl (Vol. TI)

Antkologv of Jewish Humor erd exims

Book of Legerds

rglece of the Esgles

The Jewich Tescher

Stories for religious School (Vol. I

‘slmudice Anthology, Tressurv of
Jev!<cn Folklore

Iressury of Jewish Folklore

Anthologv of Jdewisl Fumor end lMexims

ne Ber Mitzvsh, Liressurv of Jewich
Folklore, Jewish Tescher

Treasurv of Jewish Folklore

Legends snd Teles

Stories for neliecious School (Vol. I)

Stories for Relirious =chool (Vol.

(]
S

Stories for Helirsious School (Vol, I)
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