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Introduction 

This thesis Biblical I srael ' s Attitude ~oward The 

NAtions , the subject of which was chosen in consultation 

with Prof• Harry M. Orlinsky, attempts ';;o present the various 

att i tudes of Israel toward the nations of the world, as 

represented i n the Bibl i cal literature during a period of 

about a millenium and a half . 

Attitude is usually intangible, but once an attitude 

has been expressed in the literature o~ a people , whether 

as a direct statement of attitude , or an implied statement of 

attitude, it becomes a valid subject of study. 

This paper will describe the various attitudes of 

the Bible , e.na.lyze them, classify them, and study them wi th 

the view of discovering the presence or absence of Universalism, 

and of a basis for prosyletism in the Bible . 

Ci tat ions from the Bible, as a general rule will be 

given in the origittal , though at times, nr. English trans-

!ation oft he Bible teTt {the JPS Transl ation) will be 

included . 

I wish to eYpres3 my deepest and sincerest thanks to 

hof. H. Ii: . Orlinsk"T v1il; bout wnose help and su~11estions this 

thesis could neither have been begun nor completed. I should 

also Eke to t!lenk Jr . E . Spicet:.andler f or act ng as co- reade1· . 

II 



Chapter I 

PRF-PATRIARCHAL PERIOD 

The first period vhich ve must study in discussi.Dg the attitude of 

Iers~l to~ard ~he nations is the one which preceded the emergence of the 

Hebr ews as s group. In this period, r e£erences to the nati ons ere few; 

indeed , not montioning the netions i s the rule . 

If we examine the b!blicsl story of Creation (Gen . 1-2) we find thet 

the vorld was created W'ithout nations . Me.n wes created on the sixth day, 

but as yet no net1on. Generations passed , eccorcilng to the biblical story, 

ye.t no nat ions ere menti oned. 

We sr~ told of the Flood which destr oyed the eerth W'ith the exception 

of Noe.h, bis f amily, and the enimals in the Ark . Following the Flood, Cod 

msde a covenant W'ith Noeb and all the eerth1 

.~) ' 1nK O) Y1 T nx i O)n~ 'n',l nK C'pD ' J Jn 'lKi 
n 'n 7)li nnn l ~ ~iyl O) nK , ~ K tt'nn waJ 7) nxi 

' nnpn i . f1Kn n 'n ?j? ttlnn 'Kt 1' 7)n O)nK T, Kn 
?ilnn 'DO ,,, 1Wl 7) n1)' K71 O)nK ' n'1 l nK 

nKT D'tl?K ,DK 'i . y, xn nn~? 71lo , , , n'n' x?i 
WD J ?j 1'li O)'J'l 1 'l ' l lnl ' J K1WK n',ltl n ;x 

llYl ' nn l 'nop nK .0?11 n, ,,; O)nK i o K n' n 
nix? ttn 'ni n~n, .y ,Kn ''l1 'J 'l n'1l n i x? nn'ni 

f1K tl ,, llY 'llYl n• ni . f 1Ktl 1 ·~1 'l ' l r. • 1 J 

'J' l , , K ' n ',l n x 'n1)T 1 .flYl n'pn nnx1Ji 
,,, n•n• K? i i ol ?jl n•n v9 J 7) l'li C)'l'Ji 

- 'K,, TlY l no pn nn 'n1 .,Pl 7) nn ~? ?iln? O'Dn 
tl'n o9l ?j l' li U'n ?x l 'l 0?11 n'1J 1)T ? n'n 

nKT hl ?x O'n ?K 1D K'i .y,xn ,, 101( 10 J 7 )l 

?y 10 K 10l ?j l 'l1 1l'l ' nnpn 10 K n~iln nix 
. 'f1Ktl 

Oen. 919-17) . 
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Tb.is covene.nt assured the future existence of man. It assured the 

existence of life on earth; but as yet, nations, chosen or otherwise, 

are not ref erred to. 

The first legitimate reference to nations is Gen. 9 :18-19, a passage 

which expresses no attitude on the part of the biblical writer. This 

statement merely grants r ecognition of the progenitor of Canaan and the 

various divisions (which we view as essentially linguistic rather than 

national) of ancient Near Eastern humanity which were to develop as the 

nations of the Near East : 
xin oni n9'i on cw nJnn 1n o ' Xl 'n nJ 'JJ i'n'i 

. r i xn 7J n1gJ n7xni nl 'l) n?x n~ ?w - lY lJ 'lX 

(Gen. 9 :18-t9) . 

Still in the pre-national period, Canaan is cursed by Noah. levels 

of nations are established by Noah, based on the moral or immoral behavior 

of progenitors. The curse reads : 

.i 'n x7 n'n' o 'ilY 1J Y TYJJ iiix inx'i 
.in? ilY lYlJ 'n'i o~ 'n?x nin' 1iil inx'i 

1Yl' 'n'i ow ''n~J TJ ~,, ng'7 o 'n7x ng ' 
i n? 1lY 

(Gen. 9 : 25-27) . 

The moral (religious) basis for the curse of Noah above is found in 

Gen. 9 : 22: 
'J o? 11'1 i'lX ni iy nx JYJj 'l R on xi'i 

r inl i' nx 
(Gen. 9 : 22) . 

It is Shem and Japheth who are in a sense rewarded for their moral 

behav:br . These brothers, who did not view the naked.~ess of their father, 

are to be served by Canaan. This expresses a definite attitude. The moral 

nations are to be honored. 
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Finall y , in 11:1- 9, we are told by the Bible that the nations of 

the worl d were created because men sought t o build into the heavens. It 

is on this occasion tbet God found it advisabl e to creete netions, each 

vi.th a different lengue.ge . This, of course , is a mythological explor at i on 

of the emergence of nations , since nations are essentially linguistic. 

It must be understood the.t the above· ·material which describes the 

pre-petriarchal peri od of Israel 1 s history includes e.tti tudes of two 

periods : 

(1) The attitude of the oral t r adition steJJDning from the pre­

patrierchal period, 

(2) The attitude of the compiler end editor (10th and 9th centuries 

B. C. E. ) of this oral 1radition. 

In other words , during the recording of the oral tradition, value 

judgments of the 10th and 9th centuries were imposed on the material which 

originated in the pre-patriarchal period. 

The materiel. ~as studied not only as it stends in the Bible , but also 

according to its division into the J,E,D and P codes . It was found in the 

material presented in the chapter, as well es in the material discussed 

belo-w in Che.pters · 2, J, 4 (which ce.n el.so be studied from the source view­

point) that the attitude did not differ according to Gode; rather, the 

difference was on t he bes i s of historical events described. It was fotmd 

that no code expressed an attitude which was cnare.cteristic for it al one 

end absent f rom the oth~r~. 

In line with the analysis of the material in the Bible, a s tudy was 

me.de of t he attitudes ~xpressed by biblical personages, for example: God, 

I sraelite, non-Israel :Jte, etc. The attitudes expressed in the Bible, were 

found not to be specific for any one personage or another , bu't conformed 
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to the general attitudes of the historical period, es defined by the Bible , 

in which they were stated. lllis will become obvious from the material in 

the f ollowing chapters. 



Chapter II 

PERIOD OF THE P.A'J.'RIARCHS 

When we enter into the period of the Petrie.rcbs (about 1800-1500 3.C.E. )
1 

sever al ettitudes of Israel toward the netions become evident. There e.re 

expressions of disinterest , unfriendliness , hostility, friendship, end the 

deP"!ndence of the netions upon Israel for their blessings. 

A basic statement which expresses the biblical writer's attitude 

(' . e., t he attitude of Israel} so fex as the rest of the netions ere con-

cerned is as follows : 

in,? inoi is, Kt 1? i? 01lK ? K nin• ,DK'' 
•11? 1WYK 1 . 1KiK 1vR y,Rn ?K 1'lK r•loi 

~~1lK1 .n~il n• ni ice n?,1xi , ~ ,lKi ;,,l 
ninowo ?) 1l ,),ll1 ,K K 1??poi 1')1lO 

na il\n 

(Gen. 12: 1- J) . 

H~ra \re see t he distinctiveness of Israel er:d the deoendence o~ ~he net~('T'~ 

UjlO!l Israel f or 8 blessjng or e C\.ll"Se. Israel is the il:l~crtc.nt r Eotcr, E....-5 

the ~Etions e~e merely i ncidental in the mind of Israel. 

The n£.xt reference implies unfriendliness , for it cle1>r!_y d:.c\.-s ~-Et 

Abram would not wish to be indebted to the king of SodC'm~ 

0)1n 1 wo J n •? tn o,l K ?x 01 0 i?o i ox'i 
'1' ' nD,n ~,O 1?0 ?R D, l K ,O K'1 .1? nt 

ni na ox .y,x i o•o~ nl p l'' ?Y ?K ~in• ;~ 
,o Kn x?i ,, , ~ K ?)D np K LKi ?yJ ,, ,c ,y, 

~?)K ,OK p, ,,,,l .01lK n K •n,~ Yn 'l ~ 

1l Y ' nK 1)?n , OK D'OlKn p?n , 0' 1 ~ln 
op?n inp• on K~ooi ?)~K 

- 5 -
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Wby should Abraham r efuse to be indebted to the jing of Sodom.? Undoubtedly, 

it ls a fear of Possible requests by the kin~ of Sodan tor future fevors . 

The story reco\Ults thet Abram went for th to help his brother Lot who bed 

been taken vi th his pr operty end household ~rom Sodom. Abraham 1 8 concern 

~ss not for Sodom, but only his brother's security: 

,j;~, 01l K ' nK l l i ol i nK i oi? nK '"P'' 
01l K? ,l,, O'?gn Xl'i .01Dl l ~ ' xini 
'nX '1DKn K1DD 'J?Kl ll10 Kini 'i ;yn 

JDc 'i . oilx n'il ' ?Yl oni iJy '"Ki ?j~x 
,,,,, i'l'Jn nx pi 'i i'n x nl J 'l oil ~ 

p?n 'i ,,, ,, ~,,,, nixD 0?o i i oy nJDo in'l 
nlin ,, ogii'i Cj '' i'1l Yi xin n7'? on' ?Y 

nx c 1i oil i n ?j nx l o 'i .poo i? ?KDr D i o K 
01n nx i o ' c J n nx 01i l' ~n i ~lii i'nx oi? 

(Gen. 14:12-16) . 

I! there bed existed any concern for Sodom, or the others, Abram might well 

have tel i:-cd them in their struggl e . His forces were sufficient for this , 

for with t his smell frmy he ves eble to rescue his own f~mily. Thus we see 

tlit his concern could not have been for the others; his position was one 

of e disinterested prrty end Poscibly en unfriendly neighbor. 

Another instrulce of Israel ' s isolation is the prohibition cReinst 

corri~ge be tween an I sreelite and a Censanite which Abraham proclaimed for 

h's childr en . Abrehe.m com.'Uanded hi:> &ervant: 

f1Xn '~ ?x i r ' Don 'n?x ni n' l 1Y'l xi 
i ox 'l 1Jln niJlD 'Jl? nox npn K7 , ~ x 

' n i ?iD ,~ , '!1 K 7x 'J ,1l1 Pl )~, , 'lJ ~ 

pnx' 'll? nox nnp? i i?n 

(Gen. 24:J-~) . 

Thls oeth \.•hicb the sorvent was forced t o t.eke is repeeted in Gen. U. :37- JS , 

\ll.en Eliezer arrives in Arem-Nohareim. The ceuse for this ett1 tude a opee.rs 

cbvious . There is evidence of e close tie atill existing with Nabor in 

Arc.:r- lleharo.im, such s tie being quite \Ulderstendeble . Abraham was still 
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culturally tied to Arem-Nehareim end distent from Canaan; it is only 

natural to f orbi d marriege which wi.11 lead to assimi.letion wit h a culture 

'11'.hich is obnoxious to one. 

We find leter tbet lseec gives e.. similar command to Jacob, prohibiting 

me.rriFge with the Canaanites , and sends him to his own family in Ar8lll of 

Mesopotamie to find himself e wife : 

i? iDK'i in11'1 inK 1 il' i l pY'7 rn x' Ki p 'i 
nn'l c i K n1i9 1? o i p .1Y1~ n11 lo nwK npn K7 
'n K ll? nillO nwK 00D , , npi ,~K 'lK ?Kin~ 

7nr7 n,, ., , 1l1'1 ,,!l, , 1nK 1i l ' ' "fw 'nc 1 ·1DK 
int ,,,,,, , , Dt1i J K n~il nK 17 t n'i . O' OY 

onilx? c'n?x tnl 1wx 1'ilO yixn n K in01? 

(Gen . 28: 1- 4) . 

Once more it is the peoples from which Israel stems who are to become mem-

ber~ o~ 'the household of Israel by merriege. It em~ers thet this genereti<:'n 

E:so hra e strong tie to its family in Aram-Ne:bereim, feeling W1ll"lllth end 

friendshio for it. Yet it must be noted , thet these ere obviousl y r.:ases of 

reli~ous inter-~riege , for in t he leter descripti on o~ Jacob ' s acquiring 

r.:f' vive$ (Gen . J l: J 0-54) ~ ere told tbE:t Jecob swears by the C"()o of Abrehem 

(Jl : l.2,47,5J) . Laban, J&cob 1s father- in- law, on the other hend, swears by 

th~ God of Ne.hor (31:53) . It is conceivable thet et this time, ther e may 

~·~~1 heve been a God common to both, or ~ssibly, f.sban 1 s god was e.ccepteble 

::;i Abre:b8I!l 1s eyes, thus permitting the merringe between Jacob anci bis cousins. 

Tne unscceptebilit y of the gods of Esau eno Isl::mael mey well explain t he leek 

or ·nteI'lJ!arriage on tba- pert of Abrahe.m ' s other children w·ith members of 

-.r,~::-e elements of Abraham' s femily, for it says in Genesi:: 31: 49- 50: 

1l ' :J. 1 ~ J ':J. n 1n' ,s, iDK i wx n~ 1oni 
bln 'nl ::i n it nl :vn OK . 1'1 Yitl \P lt iTIOl ':i 

O'n?~ n~ i 1lD Y = ' ~ 1~~ ' Tl l:l ?Y O '~l n pn 
1l ':l 1 'l'J 1:V 

(Gen . 31: 49- 50) . 
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In 28; 6 , w beve e religious bes is f or Israel' s prohibition egdnst 

llllll'Tiege with alien women who worshinped e god who wee unaccepteble to Israel . 

"Tl'.e d6ught er s of Canae.n were evil in the eyes of Isaac, his fetber . " 

We see in t he following material. bow an a9pe.rent ly f r iendl,y reletion­

sbi p can be u, set by one deed. Shecbem, t he Hivvite, seduced Dineb, the 

daughter of Jecob, e.nd though wishing to merry her, caused greet diffi culty 

between t he two grou~s . First we see e genere.l f eeling of avers i on to t hose 

whci ere uncircuna:izeda 

nn ? nrn 1)1n ni ~r? ?::>iJ x? on'? 'K 11D K'1 
K1n nDin '' n?iy 17 i o K o 'x? 1J'nn x nx 

?o n? iln J l'nn c K oJ? n 1xJ n xr::i 1K .iJ ? 
i:>t ?::> . ::i ':i 

( Gen . 3~ :1(-15) . 

bt fir~t gl ance , \o/e should believe thet conversion through circumcision 

would meke the mFrriage bet~~en Dinah E.nd Shechem, t he Hi vvite, permissible . 

Tri~ however is a f ar cry r r om the r eel ettitude which thi s story presents • • 

Circumcisj on makes not e bit of diff er ence ; the Isr eelite reques t for cir­

cumcis ion of the Rivvite adult males was merely to 9lece them i n e condit ion 

so weeke.ned and pai nful es t o permit their des t ructi on: 

in r '' o'::iN :> oni'nl , ~,?~n 0 1'::> 'n ' i 
W' K n3' 1 'n~ '1? i l1 YOC lPY' 'l) 'J C 

,i:> r ?::> i 11n'\ nn::i i'Y n ? y 1x::i'i 1::i 1n 
in p 'i ::iin 'D? iJin il::> o::i o r Ki iion n Ki 
'?y iKl :i pY ' 'l:I • ii.:1'1 .:. :> o n'lb nl'i n"K 

onin "K 1~00 i c K i~yn 'T::>'' ~ ''?~n~ 

(Gen. 34: 25-27) . 

Per e ege.in the basis for Israel ' s attitude is e mor al one . When Shechem se-

duced Dinah , he defiled ber (34: 2- 27}, and t het ie why t he sons of Jacob seid 

to their fother : 
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• (Gen. 34 :31) 

t•e arc told t!1at Israel wa.~ to :.e a congrga t,ion of l)eopl es. I saac 

indicated t his f act when he l:lessed .1acob bef or e sending irl.i"'I! to Arart~ 

.. a.liarai::. This bl essine is r epeated {35:10- 11) when God ' les "'er..: Jacob 

anti told that he ~d.ll be a o ., i l ? :i p ( co;np2D,Y of m. tions ). lfote that. t he 

source of both r assage s under discussion i§ t he P document; the J & E 

docunen!.s :-ead11:iation11 (See 12:2, 17~8, 46 :3 ) .1 This indicates t hat t he 

mul tipli.c:r~.ion of nations rat her than the rursalgamation of nat i ons was the 

prevelant atti t ude in this period. Israel as such is t.o izrm~ and be :c;trong; 

she i s not to conbine ~n herself other nations . ':'his i s nei ther a friend-

ly no!' an W"-friendly a .. t itude , !Jut a s tste.ment of policy. Ti~is is f ar 

fron a.i~ o posed to any concept of conversion or as~-.il.E.tion. It is 

e.xclusi onist, isolationis~, and presents r ather a strong nationalist f Lel-

ing. ·::ro...s at -< itude is f ound elsewhere in Genesis (Chap . 17) : 

.10 1t? O'n7 K in ~ 1:11.,, ,.,J!) 7Y 0 1'.lK ? !l .,, 

. o 'i l ti on :i it ? n '' il i in x 'n'i:i illil 'J X 
:i~ ,j oni:ix ioc n.,n, oi:i x io7 Ki p ' K?i 

'"iltD 11n> :i 1n1t •n" 1 !li11 ·1' nn l 0'1l lion 
••• 11t1., i~o c .,:i 7 01 - '1 J 7 1 ' rn J1 

1tipn It? inolt .,, - Ci11'.l lt 7 K O' i1 71t 1D 1t 'i 
~D ~ i1 1 D '' '1 0 il O ~ n ~ 

(Gen. 17 :3-16) . 
:1~e follc~:int; ::>a-::age, ·;-hich cor..es as a. rep}.:r to ~a.rah ' s que:cy o~ 

v . 22 : 111\nd t he r:hildren stml.geJ.ed toget ho:tr witrn~ he:- ("'.ebelcah) ~ ~a. spe 

. d If · t b .J..- ~ d I i ·v r .'· - -" s:-- ···ent ~- 5-nq'tir e ~f t i1e sai , 1 e so, 11u.,r erore o 1 e : 'LJU ,,,,, • vj - • 

~rd11 , may be inte!'p: -eted as indicati ng the f uture r i valries be ti·I "'n 

the t uo nations that are r-refi,:ure<l in !;sau and "a.cob, naneJ.y , l'.'dom and 

Isra.el . Zn the end the ;roim&er child ::il, pr evail : 
2 

1 . ~iver , S.R. , :lie ?.o,.,k of Gene~London, ·:ethuen [· Co. ~ 1<10" . P. 186. 

2. ~. P. 245. 
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D'DK? ' l ~ i 1lb)l O'il ' l O ~? ~i n• 1DK'i 
• • i•ys 1lY• lii TD~ ' cx?o cx? i ,,,9, 1'YDD 

KI' i .nl bl l ooin nlni r.i?? n'b' iK?b'i 
.ioy io~ ix i p 'i , ,~ nii x~ i?l 'l ioix ti~x,n 

K1 ,, , ~, l PYl ntnK ,, . , i'n K KI ' -~ •in xi 
=•iJJn i?iJ•i .cnx ni ?l n J ~ o •oo l l pn1•i l PY' io u 

.. • a•~n ~ l~' on D' K l PY '1 ni~ O'K 1'I Y1 ' ~ · x ,~ , • n•i 

(Gen. 25: 23-30) . 

If we que-stion the story descri bing Esau•s selling his birthright to 

Jacob (Gen . 25:30-3l) end Isaac ' s bless ing Je.cob in place of Esau (Gen. 37: 

0-29) , we must recognize the f&ct thet the elder brother ' s selling of his 

birthright enc los s of his blessing to J ecob is legitimized by the statement 

uhich w~ made while they 11ere yet in Rebecca's womb, namely, that the younger 

son wes to rule over the older, that Israel was to rule over Edom. Note , tbet 

the source of e.11 these pas~eges is the J document. 1 

Though the overwhelming attitude expressed in this period may be un-

friei:f.ly, w find thet friendly relations existed between Israel end some 

netions , If e group peacefully migretes to an erea occupied by 2Ilotber na-

tion, we t.Bke it thi:t there must be a mutually friendly ettitude. If this 

attitude is no• an ecti ve one , then et leest it must be pe~sive , as in the 

insi;ance where Abrehe.m migreted with his f emily to Egypt (Gen. 12:10): 

oo ii1? no • 11~ oil ~ ,,,, yixl :71 'n'i 
f1Kl l Y1n 1ll 'l 

(Gen. 12:10) . 

Ther e is, tt is true , e certain fear expressed , but it must not be 

interpreted ss stemming from distruEt of e nation . It is quite net\ll'al thet 

Abrahem should feer f or his Jf'e, h i s property end his wife 1 s security in enter-

ing en eree in ~hich h~ is e stranger, even though there be e friendly relation-

ship , end this is especially true i n the light of the f~ct thet Se.reh was a 

f!iir women! 

1. Ibid., pp. ~45 , 247 , 255 . 



r 
- 11 -

• i o ? K 1D R' i nD '1IO R1 l? l'ip n 1 UK':> 'n' i 

nK n x i D ng ' n wx '' 'nYi ' Kl n lil i n u x 

(Gen. 12:11) . 
n wx n n x 0'1lDil ixi'i ilD'i so o ilx xi l':> 'il'i 

, xn R , i1 nD ' '':> 

(Gen. 12:14) . 

Abre.hem 's hiding the fact that he and Ssre.h were msn end wife created un-

foresee~ difficulties ~hich led ultillwtely to the expulsion of Abrahem and 

Sarah from Egypt (See Gen . 12cl2-20) . 

Reletions vi.th Ishmael mus t heve been fairly friendly, ss is indicated 

by the stetement that God will ms.ke him great : 

'n'i~ni 'nx ' n ':>il ill il 1 ' nYn v ?~YD~ ' ?i 
C'K ' Ol 1 UY O'l O 1XD i xn l i nR •n• )i il i i nx 

?ii l 'i1 ? i' nnli , , ,,, 

(Gen. 17: 20) . 

Of course , it is added thet the lord's covenant will be wi th Isaac (See Gen. 

17: 21) . Agsi.~ it i s stated that Ishmael will become e greet netion (Arabs 

en'.i Hebeteane) 1 and it is oointed out thet he is of the seed of Abraham 

(Gen . 21:13, 18) ~ This explt1ins , to a greet extent , the friendly comments ; 

for the basis of the f riendly ettitude here is ne i ther moral, rellgious nor 

cul t urel, but ethnic. U:bmael is so closely relat ed to Abraham that en 

unfriendly attitude toward him or his people et this t:.me ~oulc be erlremely 

wmetural. 

Abr aha.'ll is reported to heve migreted to Gerer, indicating f r iennly r e-

letions with its inhPbitsntsi 

o i p 1') l U'1 lllil i1S 1K Oil,)K c~o YD'1 
,,l l 11•~ ii v T'l1 

(Gen . 20:!) . 

Here en ind dent similar t o the one in Egypt took pl ece ( Cien. 2Ch 1- 15) . 

1. Devis, John b. (rev. fJebman , H.S.) . The Westminster Dictionary of the 
~. Philadelphia : The Westminster Press , 1944. P. V2. 
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Friendly reletione also existed with some Hittite inbebitants of 

CanaeD e.;; illustreted by the feet that Abrahem was willing to bury Sarah 

in their territory: 

xicc 'l9? i~x n?9)Dl i c x ,, , ~, nio cp •i 
iox nioJ ioK r1n ;,, iJ iox n11cn1 niwn 

nn ' ll ' l'J? nJpo? cn,lx? . l'lO i7ll ?) l 
nx oniJK 1lp Tj •inx1 _,,,, ,,o 'Kl 7)J 
xioc 'l ~ 71 n?9)c n ni~ ni1c ?x i nox ni~ 

ivx ni1cn1 ni on op 'i . tJJ:::> yix~ y1iJn xin 
nn 'Jl nl<'D i ::ip Jitnx? onilx? i:i 

(Gen. 23:17-20) . 

In GeD. 26:1-JO, we ere tolC. of Isuc 1s migration to Gerer; this mi­

gretion mey indicete friendly attitudes. The rest of the meterisl indicates 

t hat events similar to those that befell Sarah elmcst befell Rebeccahr 

n• n i o x 11axin ::i y i~ iJ?c f1Kl )J1 •n• i 
o•no?D 170 i?c•::i x 7x pn?• i?•i c ni::ix •c• ::i 

nii1 
(Gen. 26: 1). 

The evente ended more happily in Rebecceh ' s case, when her identity 

beceme k:Dmm to the king, end friendshi!' remeined betwen the King and Isaac . 

In spite of their exile , it is evident thet Iseec 1s group we:: strong: 

ilDD nD ?J 'l 1l DJD ,., pn? ' ?K i?D'lK ,DK'1 
O ~ l~'i , ,l ?n l ) 1n•1 r n1• COD 17 ' 1 .1XD 

(Gen. 26:10-17) . 

The concluding events in C'.erer indicete e continued f)-iendship. Iseec 

!.~ visited by the king end his retinue and preperes a feest for tbemr 

io 7::i•~i 1n1ic ntnKi iilc i • ?x 17n 1?c•Jx1 
onxi •?x onxl 1110 pr. 1• on·?~ iox •i .ixlt 

1l'X, H<1 11DlP1 .D:::>!lXD 'l10?11 n1 • nit 01lKl 1:' 
1J'1l,J ,l n?K r J •nn ,DKJ1 1cY nin • n•n •j 

1lDY noJn ox .101 n•i~ nn1)l1 1l'~i 1J'l'J 
~io p i 101 1l' ~ Y 10X)1 11lJ)l K? ,~K) nyi 

on? 0,, , .nin• iii::i nny nn1t oi?w::i i n? wJ 1 
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(Gen. 26: 26-JO) . 

As en expression of friendly attitude , we may point to the marriage 

of Judah to e Ce.naanite; in th.is Judah ignored the early pro.l-iibition which 

Abrahe..m end Iseec promulgated agair,st me~riege with the Ceneenites (See Gen. 

24:3- 4; 28: 1- 6) : 
b'1 i• nx n Kb n11n' ,,, , K•nn nJ l •n•i 

niin' : v Ri•i .ni•n ing1 •071 1 v•• ,, 
.n•7x Kl'1 nnp•i ~ , ~ io ~ i 'l J lj w• r. nl 
,, , inn i , ,, iov nx ~ip•i Tl ,;n, inn i 

,, , ~0 1n1 · l l 1K io~ nK tt i oni 1 l i7n i 
nni7l l'tjl n•n i n7w i nv nx r.i pn i l l ,;n, 

inK 

(Gen. J8:1-5). 

This breeking of the prohibition wes looked doWD u~on end considered sinful; 

:::ence the stetement in Gen. 38: 7 : 

il1i1 ' 'l' Yl Y1 i111i1' 11 l l 1Y 'i1'1 

.i11iP 1ili:b' 1 

EeTe it is Er, Jude.h ' s son by the Csneenite , \/ho is described es being evil. 

Whether Er is considered evil bece.use of his Canaanite mother is not made 

~!eer; but )i mey \/ell be so, for we see ection described as evil attributed 

elso to his brothe r Onan , who is ~lso the son of the Cenaenite women. 

There is enotber im~rte.nt attitude present in the Bible tow1·d the 

netions . This attitude elevates the position of Israel above tbet of the 

ot.l)e:- nl'tions by making the other nations dependent on Isreal for their bless­

ings e.nd curses. 1'h.is is found in the following passeges: 

i1ji ~1i no , p i no' n11 a1 riKn ,a y j 1yir il'ni 
1 11 rl 1 ~01Kn nina ~o ?j 1l ,,,Jli ilJ lJ i 

6·4· 12:1- J) . 
(Oen. 28:14, See slso Gen . 18:18; 22:15- 18; 2 

• ' 
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With this latter category of attitudes , the material ~hich describes 

the attitudes of Israel toward the nations in this period of the migretions 

of the petriercbs, in concluded. It is to be noted tbet the relet i onehips 

for the mnct port ere simple , underetfllldebly so, when the eocir.l structure 

of Isr ael was based on e semi- nomsdic way of life . On the other hand , many 

difficulties must evolve among a group which must constently travel from 

ares to ares 8Jld whose economy- is not; f irmly est ablished in some territory. 

Friendships must of necessity exist to permit the stable existence of such 

e wandering group. Other difficulties must e.lso have evolved i'ram the feet 

that Israel was not yet a nation. Yet, there is a very involved besis for 

prohibitions r egarding nation~ for the dislike of netions , fear of nations , 

\./hi ch finds 1 ts origin in the cul t u:re, ethical and mor al standards of Israel 

which would semn even et this early period to be distinct i'rom thet of me.oy 

of the people 8Illong whom it chlelled. 



Chapter Ill 

A. THE SOJOURN IN EGYPT 

B. THE WANDERING IN THE Wil.IlER.~lSS 

A. 

The Period of the $ojourn in Egypt commences 'With Jacob ' s migration 

to Eg:nit with his femily beceuse of the femine in the Lenci of Cenaan. 

Accor nt.ng to the bibli eel account, the Hebrews first went to Egypt to bey 

grrin , later settling i n the region of Goshen et the request of Joseph 

end with the permission of the Pharaoh . At this ooint, God oromised 

Jacob that they would be returned to their lend. 

We rece.11 that it wes Joseob 1s inter pretation of Phnreob 1s cireems 

wh{ ch forew&rned the Egyptians of the coming femine (Cien . 41 :6-15) . 

-..e~ it God 's eoncern .iit.h Egynt 1s ,,elfe.re the'<; brought Jose ph to Egyot? 

r . . i·.e are tcld in C-en . 45:5-? thot ell the evt"nt• befPlling Josenb in 

his lPnd and in Egypt occurred to inFUre the welfere of Jsreel; ,.)._,, .. ,,,."') 
~nK oni'n nj oJ•l~ Yl in • ?Ki il syn 7K nnvi 

o~nlo nl ,, .0~ •3 g7 o•n?~ •Jn7o n•no7 •j nln 
o•in l ' K ,OK O' l C oon ,,,, yiKn l1Pl lY,n 

n•1Ko Oj7 o i o7 oJ•Js? o• n?K •Jn?o•i .1 • ~11 
n7i i 1 no•?s? o,7 ni•nn?i f1Kl 

(Cien . 45: 5-7) . 

Related to Egypt 's good fo t.une in wardi n~ off r fcmine (for the 

bo?ncf it of Isr eel) , there is evi dence i n Cien, 39 t 5 of e feeling nresent 

in the Bihl.e tbat other netions end noa- Israelites l'r e blessed in order 

to benefit Israel, these blessings rre byproducts of the intention to 

- 15 -



- 16 -

secure Isreel ' s welfare . This is the situation when Potipbar is said to 

have been blessed for Joseph's sakec 

i? 0 ' , wK ?j ?'' 'n' l l inK ,, pDn TKn 'n' i 
'n'' ~oi' 77ll ' ix~n n' l nK nin' ,,l,, 

niwli h' ll '? ~ ' ,WK 7jl nin' njil 

( Gen.. 39:5) . 

Before Jocob vas to die, be informed Joseph of God ' s blessing uoon 

him (See Chapter II) . As ti.me passed and new generetions erose, Israel ' s 

oodtion in Egypt changed . From e prosperous community, it became e slave 

Cotl.'T!Ul'lity \mder the Egyptien rulere who reconquered their kingdom fro11 

the Byksos. 

Under these new conditions, I srEel's ettitude to\Jerd the Egyptiens 

lnuld be exnected to ;x- very lllli'riendly. Yet, in reelity, there is little 

oositive eX""..ression of e strongly unfriendly ettitude. ~e must view es 

srtisfied punishment the events vhtch ere said to have befellen Egyot 

before Isreel's rcleose from bondogo and not ae en ettjtude of hetred; 

for God hardened th~ PhPreob ' e heert so thEt he would not release Isreel 

(:.X. L: 21; 7s3-5; 1~ : 8, 17-18) e.nd then inflicted the var ious 9legues on 

The stt>tements menti oned ebove (Ex. L..: 21; 7sJ- 5; H.:8,17-18) also 

indicete that the netions ere under the control of God ' s will to do with 

rs He wifilles (as do, for example , Ex. 6 :1 & ?:J- 5) . 
-

~g:n>t is also to act es e witness of God ' s deed. It is clerr thet 

Zg:r.>L is to be e ppssive witnes~, not one which will, becsuse of the 

recognition of the ~2etness of God, become Ris worEhippers. The 

l)l.ll"rc>re of witnessing the greet deeds of God would seem to be the insuring 

of the security of IsrEel. The netions thet see the deeds of God vill 
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thenceforth feer Isreel beceuse of their great God s 

on• i nx i xl ' ' o•iio l~ ~x ptno ' lln •Jxi 
. i•wi o l i ill1l i?• n ?ll i ny1 Dl n1llx1 
nyiol •illnl nin• 'JX 'l o•iso ,,,, , 

P t7 1!> l 1 1l'.::>1:l 

(Ex. 14: 17- 18) . 

B. 

After Isree.l baa been deliver ed from Egypt, orcssed the Red Sea, 

end witnessed the wi;ter := of the see close .over the Egyptiane , Moses and 

ell Isreel sang unto t he Lor d in preise of His deeds . C'.od is described 

e~ Israel ' s w&rrior; He destroyed t l:e Egyptians who sou~t to overtake 

Is.reel. Ther e is no concern ex:-iressed for the Egyptians; only joy over 

Isreel's deliverence end present sei ety' 

nin•? nxrn ni · ~ n nx ?xio • 'l l i noo i• o• TX 
ill11 o i o nx1 nKl •::i nin•? ni• ox 1DX? i1D K'' 

•? x nl nyio•? •? •n •i n• n 1ori ' ' ' .o 'l noi 
non?n w• x nin' .1nloo1x1 'lX •n?x in il x i 
inloi o'l ni• i?•ni ny i s nll1D .100 nin• 

n1?iso l ,,,, i o • o::i • n i onn . ~ 10 o•l iylo i• o?o 
yy 1 n nin• 1l'O' n ~l • 11xJ ni n• 1l'D' . tlX iol 

l'1X 

(Ex. 15:1-6) . 

In Ex-. 15:7, we er e told that destrui:tion i s the i'uture of the 

enemies of Gode 

.cpl i o? l X' 1 ,,n n?on 1•op 01nn 1l1Xl l1l1 

The song continues in praise of God: 
o•?TJ ,, 1Dl 1l!l o •o 1D1Yl 1'!>X n11l1 

i•ox ~1 1x l' \ X i ox .o • l?l nonn ,xgp 
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.• i• in w• iin •J in p•i K 

. o • i •iK o•nJ n i giyJ i??x 
oi pl 11 Xl nlDl 'D 

. r iK i n1?ln 1l'D' n•nl 
.1wip nil ?K 1TYl n?n l 

• wDJ in K?nn ??w p?nx 
a• ino l 1ni1l ngwl 
nin• o•?Kl nl nl • J 

.K?o nw1 ni?nn Ki il 
n?Kl ir 01 11onl n•nJ 

(Ex. 1518-13) . 

The nations ere witness to these deeds end now fears 

. nw?o 'lW' rnx ? •n 1itl1' 0•01 i1c0 
,,, ict nK• lKiD •?•K ci iK •g i ?x i?nll TK 

in o1 nnc•x cn •?1 ?1Dn ·lYll •Jw• ?l i1nl 
.n1n• 101 iily• ,, f lXl ici• ,,,,, ?ill 

.n• lp 1T 01 1il1' 11 

(Ex. 15:14.-16) . 

The son ~ ends with pr eiee end hope: 

ni n• n?YD inlo? 11Jc in?nl inl in 1on1 i cxln 
,,,, 0?1? i?c• n1 n• .1•1• ill ll ' l1 K wi pe 
nin · l 0'1 O' l 1'01Dli , ~l1l nY1 D 010 Kl 'l 

iinl nol'l ll?n ?Ki w• 'lll n•n •c nx on•?1 
. o •n 

(Ex. 15:17-19) . 

Then there was dencing bece11se or the destruction of the Egyptian borae : 

fKtn1 n1'l 9nn nx tinx n i nx nx•Jln o•in npn1 
o•in on? t1n1 . n1 ?nnl1 o•onJ n•in~ o• oJn ?l 

.o• J nci ill11 111 nKl nx1 'l n i n•? ,,,~ 

(Ex. 15:20-21) . 

The attitude exoressed in this section of the Bibl e cen only be descrtbed 
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1/' After I srael traveled f urther in tbe wilderness, 
88 s justifiably unfriendly one. / Amalek came forth 8Ild f ought age.inst her; 

Israel r et urned battle. Israel did not return friendshi p to Amalek under t hese 

circumstances. It is stated ill Exodus 17: 1~-16 t het the Lord ordered tbet the 

l:lllmory of Amalek be blot ted out, end thet Re will war with Amalek from geners­

ticm to generation: 

0 • 01 ~ 90 l 11,, r nxr ln' n~b ?x nin• 1bK' 1 
nnnb p?bY ,,, nK nnbK nno '' 1 w1n • 'lTKl 
.'bl ni n• ino x, p• i Ollb n~o 1l ' 1 . o•oon 

p?DYl n ~n•? non?o n' o' ?y , , ' ' ,nK'1 
, ,, 110 

(Ex. 17tl4- 16}. 

One of the stetutes r e f errillg to Hebrew slaves, stetes that it is f orbidden 

to sell e ceid servant t o a foreign peoples 

n,on1 n,,, K? 1e ~ n•J1K 'J 'Yl nY1 DK 
1ll? OK1 .nl 11lll ni,n? ?wn • x? '1'l oy? 

. n? noY' n1lln oa~nl nl1Y'' 

(Ex. 21:8-9). 

The quotat ion , in reality , does not r ef er t o e f oreign peopl e , end t her efore , 

cennot express an ettitude tower d t he ~etions . Th£ prohi biti on when trensleted 

liter ally ae " to en e.lien peopl e he shall have no pol4er to sell her," makes no 

sense . Targ' a Onkelos renders " 'l~J " " by ,, '""'')~ ti and "-ashi renders it l~ " 'lh/< .. 

On.'cel os 1 And Rashi 1 s renderings fit t he context end ere ill agreement with Nuzian 

1 practi ce. 

A r ef erence to the six nations thet Israel will subdue in t he Promised 

Lend enpears . God i nforms t he Ieraelites th~t if they will obey liim, He will 

be an eneey of !srael' s enemies . It is commended thet :&r ael cruEt not bo\.I to 

other god9, but srould des~ro7 the i dol s and elter s of tbe r etions : 

1l,K ,~ ~ 7, n•oyi i 7p l ynon Y1DO OK ·~ 
1?• ' ' . 1•111 nK •ni11 1'l'K nK •nl•x i 

·~,9~ 1 •nnn i ' 1D ~ ~ ?K 1K'ltt1 1'l 9? ''K?D 

1. Mendel sohn, I s aac. Slavery in the Ancient Near East , Nev York: ctx:fonl 
University Press, 1949 . P. l J J, note 66. 
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ninnwn x? .i'n1njni 'OiJ'ni , , ~ n 'lYljn1 
o,n 'j on•wJoJ nw1n x?i 01l1n x?i on'n?~? 

on'nl10 1lOn 1lW1 ooinn 

(Ex. 23 s 22.-24) . 

The above meteriel expresses dislike for the neti ons. The basis for this attitude 

here i s e religio-cultural one, as wes true in the eerlier periods. 

God promises to dri ve out the nations from the l&Dd whi ch I srael is t o i n-

herit. Isr ael is commended not to meke a covenant with the gods or oeo9les of 

the l and. These foreign nations Pr e not tc dwell in Israel 1 s lend. The basis 

!'or this agein ie religio-cultural; it is intended to pr event Isreel 1s ass1lllila-

tion enc her imitetion of the foreign nations: 

01n ?J nK ' non1 1' J~? n?o1 • no'K nx 
.~, s 1'l'1N ?j nK •nnli onJ KJn i~K 

nx 'inn nx no111 l 'l ~? ny,xn nx •nn?oi 
1'J~D il O,lK 1? ·l'J~?o • nnn r 11 'l Yljn 

n•n n•?J nli1 noo o 111n n•nn 1 ~ nn1 nl c J 
n,~n i c x ,, l'J DD 1J W12K DYD OYD . n1on 

O' ,,, ~ io O'O 1?ll nK •nc i .;iKn nx n?nl1 
'J o ' nx OJ1'J lnK '' inJn ,, 1J1001 O'nc?~ 

o••n?~?~ on? nijn x? · 1'J~o ioo111 r1xn 
• j •? 1nx iK'nn• l~ 111KJ 1Ji ' x? .n•1J 

op io? 1? n'n' ' J on •n?x nx 1JYn 

(Ex. 23 : 27- 33). 

The type of statement discussed ebove appears again, but with an e.ddi-

tional prohibition forbidding i ntermerr iege with the nations of the Lend. The 

reasoning is bi.mlle.r to thet above : 

n ~Y K 1D Y ? J 1ll n•1J n1J 'JJK nJn 1DK '1 
0•11n 7J J1 y1xn ?JJ 1K1Jl K? 1DX n i K?Dl 

nin• nwyo nx iJ1 r J nnK i r. x oyn ?J nK 11 
1CK nK 1? 10 ~ .101 ~011 'JK 17K xin K11l 'J 

,,DKn nK 1'lDD ~ 1l , JJn 01 • n i i1D 'Jll( 
iD ~n .•01J'n 1 ' 'nn i •r1oni •nn ni ,l1lJn1 

1D nnK 111 1< r1Kn Jc i•? Jl'iJ nijn TD i'? 
cnn l rt> nK ,, .1J1r J ~p itl? ;pn, P n·?~ 
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. 1 1n1:>n i•i DK nKi t iiJon onJs o nK i 11xnn 
ioo Kl p "'" ' •:> inK ?K7 n i nnon K? • :> 

1lT1 yiKn J o i•? n• i J ni :> n TD .Klfl Kl p ?K 
n?:>xi 1 7 Kipi o n• n7K7 1nJt 1 on •n7K •inK 

•inK i•nl J il T1 1 'l J7 i•nlJD nn p7i . inJTo 
1n•n7K •inK 1'lJ nK lltfl} 1n•n?K 

\Ex. 34: 10-16) . 

These statemeots are repetHions e.nd &xpe.nsions of stetements me.de 

~o !sreel in Exodus 3&7-B; 17 when she va:: still in Egn>t : 

0'11DJ 1 DK 'DJ 'J}' n K • n•Ki ilK1 illil' 1 DK '1 
nK • n1,, ':> ,, ri ll 'l!H> •.n10 -:: onpl' l nR i 

10 in7v~7 l O',lb 1•0 i?•:sn? 11Kl .l'JK:>D 
nJT y iK 7K ilJnii fl JlD yiK 7K Klflfl ~1Kfl 

•11 Dn 1 , , DKfll • nnn i ' lYl :> n o iro 7K 0 J11 J ? n 

• .,01) ' " ' , '""' 
'lJl :>n riK 7K 0• 110 'lYD c :>n K n7JK ioKi 

T1K 7K •o i J• n i ' '""' 'T1 ~ n 1 •ioKni • nnni 
• t:' J11 :i? n nJT 

These eerlier statements lack the relevant attitude towerd these nations , 

perhaps beceuse they descr ibe Fn or el tredi t i on which pre- cietes Israel's 

entry into the Holy Lan!J end her meeting with the nations of t he land. 

The culturo-rel "g~OUS ~eFrs enc restrictions a.~e quite Ullderstand-

<bl€ in tbe light of the covenrnt betwen C.Oo end lsreel : 

c;n •• i! i ., n• i :i nit onitH' • ?t>J 11 0 1:1 .n >'D C' - K nn, , 
i •nn onxi . yiK fl 7 :> • ? •:> o • o~n ?:>o n?10 • ? 

i:i 1n i oK 0•1J1n n?K t:'lir •111 o • ln:> n:>?oo •7 
7K10' 'J J 7K 

(Ex. 19: 5-6) . 

In the m.idst of the recounting of the laws to Isreel, there is 

f mmd e&ein s r eference to the netions of the Land. The passage expresses 

in no uncer tain terms greet dis~st 11th the nations . They ere considered 

defilers of the Lend because of tre eboninetions which they have c01lllllitted. 
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It is for this re~son tbet t he Lend vomited them up; Isreel is werned 

e;Fi.!lft E similcr f ate should they commit abominetions . 1D this pessege, 

~vit~cus 18124- 30, the religio-culturel exp!En£t1on for IsrEel ' s attitude 

t cn:cr ds these netions i s agein ex:,rressed : 

o • , 1n , KDDJ n7 K 7J ) ., n7 K 7Jl ~~:n 7K 
, p:i ~ , f i Kn Ko en , .oJ • J:in n7<o ' lK i c K 

cnK onioc , .n • J c • nK y i Kn Kpn , n• ?y nJiy 
nJ Y i n n?~o , ~,n K? , •o:ico nK , • nrn nK 

n , J ynn ; , ' ' .oJJ1nl i 1n 11n , ni t Kn n7K n 
. yiic n KDD/n OJ' l:J ? i l'." l\ fi Kn ' OlK ,_,,?Kn 

•1 1n nK nicp i CK) nnK O)K DO l ''" K yiicn x• pn K7, 
n?ic n nJ 11 nn ?Jo nr 1• i c Y. 7J ,, . c J• l:i? ic K 

•n i e c e n K onioc , . ooY :ipo noY n n , r :>Jn ini JJ, 
K71 o J•~ :i7 , oYl i c ic nJY i nn n,pno n,c, • n?l? 

oJ•n?K n i n ~ 'lK ~n l ixo~n 

(Lev. 18t 2.l : )0) . 

Similer to the ebove pesi:t1ge is the follo...,ing: 

, , oJ•l ~ o n?co 'JK , K , ,1n nrnl ,,7n ic71 
~ l iPK1 10 Y n7 K 7, rK 

(I.ev. 20: 23) . 
? • iJK i nin• •J~ , ,, , ' ' o• c i r •? on ••ni 

•? ni • n7 O' JYn lD CSnK 
(Lev. 20 : 26, . 

Even the greetest leeder s of Isreel can be criticized for their 

er.ors ; "'e find Moses beinf; critici2ed by t'd:riem and Aero11 fc.r his t :tl<lng 

i n mr;rrle .e e Gushi te wolll!lll. This oessege indi cetes that it 'lo•es imoroper 

~er an Isr relite to merry e non- Isrrelite i 

n• e l n n. xn niiK 71 ~ co l 11nx1 ~ ·10 ,,,n, 
1ac pin ,,DI\,, .np7 n • c:J no>. ,, np ? , K 

. n, n• roo • i iJi ,lJ c1 ~7n n,n, i J i nt ol 

(Num. 12:1- 2) . 

As e result of t his incident, God punished Miriam oy making her 

n ,n, o~ac • Jl n• n• c ic .,, , Kl ,YD v io ac •i 
•1 JJ 1, ic 7 .,, 1JiK o ,?nl yi inac i•? ac nK i Dl 

nacioi iJ ,,,ac no ?ac no .ac i n lDl\ l •n •l 7JJ n~o 
1Ji 7 onxi• K7 , , ,o, o • J• n, n• .n l oni ni•nJ ac?i 

. noo •i l':! 
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leorous. But, 1n so doing, God did not justify Moses , for the ptmish­

.cent ~!irie.m received was far her lllBllner of criticism onlT& 

il l il , ?il Kil ?yo 10 JJ ' il, ,,, .. , Oil) iliil' ~K 1n 'i 
nl11so illili D'1D ?ic l1 ilK p>' i l? Q:> n y 11n C ' 10 

(Nu:m. 12:6-10) . 

The recounting of Balaam•s remarks concerning Isreel mey be con-

strued es having in them a germ of future orimitive imperialist thought: 

i::iin il:n p?:i ? K :ti t' 1 DK 'i cy? ::i '!>) 1) 1 il iil' Ct7" i 

(Num. 23 : 5) . 

It is steted that Edom end others will be destroyed, while Edom and 

Seir will be possessed. 

l PY ' D :l:>D , ,, :iii -- x?i nii r x illlY x?, 
?:> 1 ~ 1 ""' i :l Ki D ' llK!> fnD, 7K1 t' ' D O:lt' Op , 

1" Y r il i:'1' il ' il, il ti1' C ,1 K il'il, . nt' 'J ::i 
1':lKil, ::t pY ' D 11'i .?' n il ~Y 7K10 ' 1 i' ::t'K 
1DK 'i i 7 oD K~ ,, p7D Y n K K1 '1 .1' YD 1'10 

Ill< K, .. , .i::i x .. ,, i n 'in x i p 7 DY C'U n' t" K1 
y ? o::i C' O, 1l ~ , D tn' K 1D X'i i? t'D K~ '' 'l' ril 

.1::i on ,, O l< il D ,, l' P 1Yl 7 il'il' CK ':> .1J r 
C 'S " . 'n< io t:"D il ' " ' ' D ., ,l( 1 DK ' i , ,C'D Kv 'i 

1 lK "1 Y Kiil Cl , 1:l Y il Y, 1,0K 1J Yi C" ll:> 1' D 

(fit(,-.. J..f:l'J -.a.1'). 

In e later portion of Numbers , we are told that some Israelites 
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bege.n to fornicate with the women of Moab end worship their gods; these 

were hanged for their t r onsgressions t 

nil l ?K niJr? ~ Y il '"'' O' OUl ?Ki ~ ' l 0 '1 
DY il ?::>K ' 1 lil'il ? K 'nlr? o y ? yKi pni . l K1D 

~K in'i ii1g ? Yl? ?xi~ ' ,Dl'' .t il 'il ?K? ii nno 'i 
' V1 K1 ?::> mt n p il tiD 7K iliil' 1 DK 'i . ?K1 1:7 'l niil' 

i1 1 i1' l)K tiin lt'1' i C7D l :1 i1J niil'' onK Yp 1i11 OJil 
• ( tf u.•· "-$'":!-,') "If~,.. .. ... 

There is another st ory told of an I sr aelite men sleeping wi th a 

~adienite woman resulting in the deat h of both : 

nx i' n x ?x li p ' i Kl 7Kiw' 'JlD W'K :1 J ili 
7K1 W' 'll niJ ?::> 'l'''' ilOD 'J''' n 'J' ,D il 

ir 17K Tl onJ'D ~, ,, , ,,D ?ilK nng D' ::>l i1Dil1 
.i i 'l noi np'i il , Yil 1 1no o p 'i Jil::>:i T,il x l l 
Oil'J ~ nx i p ,'1 il l p il 7 K ?Ki~ ' ~ ' K ,n K Kl '1 
i19lDil 1J1n 1 iln l p ?K nwxil n x 1 ? ~ i o ' ~ ' K n x 

• (NIA..t11· ~, .. tJ ?x i o ' 'J :i ?10 
The reason for t he sl syings WP. 5 fenr of I srael being mi~led by t he Pegens : 

o::i? o il O'iiJ ' ::> . on1K on' ::>i1 1 O'J'1Di1 n x iii1 
'lT::I 1l, ? yi i1 yg 1 l 1 ?y o ::> ? 17 ::>J 1 0 K Di1' 7 ::>J l 

i:ii ?1 i19l Dil 01' l il::>D n onnx t'iD K ' ~ J n :i 
.(.1'1'4."'4. ~/'41 f) 4!!I • , 119 

Again, it i s stated that Isr eal will be br ought over the J orden 

into Canaan, end that once in the Lend they must dr ive out the inhcbit ant s 

thereof, lest t hey harass Isreel : 
111' il nx o'i :iy onx '::> o il ? x nicx 1 ? Ki o ' 'Jl ? x ,l, 

D::>'J DD y, x n 'l o' ? ::> nx on~11il1 .y JJ::> T1 K ?x 
,, :ixn o n ::>oc ' D7 I 7 ::> n K1 on ' ::>~D ? ::> nx onil x 1 
on l 0 '1 ri x n n x on w, 1il i .11 ' oon on 1c :i ? ::> nx i 

on?n J n ni .:in i x n~ i 7 yi xn nx ' n nJ o ::> ? '::>ill 
in?n l nx i:iin :ii? o ::>' nnDoD 7 ? 1 1Jl r i xn n~ 

7ii1 :i ilD ~ ,, Kl' i r,x 7K in? n l nx O' J Dn OJ D? i 
n K i w'iin K7 o x i .i7 n J n n o ::>'nl K ni oo? il ' il' i7 

o' ::> ~? o ne i i'n i n i~ x il' i1 1 D::>'J DD rixn 'lV' 
f1 K:1 7 , o ::>n K 11i11 DJ'1J l 0J'JJ 71 O::l' l ' ' l 

on? n i wy7 ' n ' D1 i o r.::> il' il 1 . il l o ':i wi' onx i o x 
, o ::>? il17 JK 

(Num. 33:51- 56). 

In l ine with th~ destruction of the populEtion of the Land i s the 



- 25 -

disregard show for the persons and possession::: of the Amoriteo 

ii•::i • nnJ i!Ki tJ i li 7nJ nK ii::i y i iyo ioi p 
,lnil i oi ?nil u , 1< n ici 'ioxn p::i on 171:1 yn•o n K 

:inn?o n (Deut • . 2: 24; see elso 2tJJ) . 

'lhe inhabit&nte of Ce.nean &re agein menti oned; Isreel is told 

(while she is yet in the wilderness) to destr oy the111 end thei: elter s , 

e.od it is forbidden for an Israelite to make e covenant with them or to 

minTY thema 

i!O C IC J ilnli i o x fi liil 7K 1'il?li i11 il ' l K' :l ' ' J 

• e 1 i 1ni •nnn 1'J DD o •::i 1 o •i1 ?w1i nnwi? 
ilYJ ~ •oi::i•ni •in il i •t,D:i i 'l YJ Jil i •in1e:ii 

1• 1g? 1•:i?ic iliil• 01n1i . 100 0•1:111yi =•::ii o• i 1 
K7i n •,::i o:i? ni::in x? onx o•inn cin:i on •Jni 

ic? in::ii i1::i ? tnn 1e ? i in::i o::i tnnnn ic?i .01nn 
o • :i?x ii::i y i •inicn 1lJ nx i•o• '' .11::i? npn 

OK 'J .i;in i i•or :ii OJJ ili il' r,x ili n i o•in K 
ii::ion on::i1ni i1nn oi!•nn::it n on? i oyn ilJ 

t>lt::l t Hnc n on•?• oi;n t1r i1n c ni• C'-r. 1 

(Deut . 7:1- 5) . 

The explanetion for the ebove stateoent folloo:s in verses ~11, where it 

i~ ~trtod thet IsroP.l is e ,oly t>eo~le , chosen by God : 

1'il? K ni:i• in::i 1::i 1•;i?1< ili:i•? ilnK oi,p - Y •::i 
.il t:1 1 Kil •1 ~ ?y i t K o • n~il ?::io n71 0 oy? i? n i• i!? 

in::i•i o::i ::i ni:i ' ni :i • pwn c •oy n ?::i1:1 o::i::iin 1<? 
o::in K :iin~ n ::i ;i1<1:1 • ::i .o•oy :i ?::io oY ~il onx •::i o::i::i 

nin• 1t•1i n o::i•n::i x? y::io J i oK :iy::i ~n n1< i 10Loi 
i?o nyi~ i'n o •,::i y n •::io 119 •1 nptn i•::i o::inx 

? IC ii o ' '1 7 li i1 li 1 i1 1 'i17 K i1 1 i1' 'J 1l Y1 ' 1 • 0' 1 l D 
iniso •ino?i i•::i nx? 1onn i n•i::in 100 tn1<1n 
K7 i1•::i xi1 ? 1'J g 7K 1' XJ 07 0700 1 .11i ~ ? li? 

n11oil nx nioo i • i7 o71P 1'1 9 ?x 1KJo7 in 1P 
o i • :i 1i1n ' J l li i ~ K o • o~oo il nK~ o • pn n n1< 1 

.oniry? 

F..ehted to ell that precedes if; the concept t hat Isr eel is the center of 

importance in the world; eny nition , it is s teted, t hrt bEtes Isr eel, will 
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be punished because of t his ver y hatred: 

O' Y, il D',ID .. ,,D ?:>i ''" ?:> 100 n in• 1 '0i11 

l'Xl ~ ?:>l anl i ll oo'~' x? nyi• ; r. x 

(Deut . 7s15) . 

Agein, it is made cleu that Israel is cons idered one of the ruler 

nacions r ather then one of the slave nations , f or it is stated thst Is r eel 

will rule over other netions, but will not be ruled iT; them: 
nnK i o• l , o•il n~lY i1 1 1? ,:i, iwx:> 1l1l i• n?K nin• 

i ?wo• K? ll' o 'l1 0•11:i n?~oi ~lYn 

(Deut. 15:6). 

The memory of the Bible ls long; because Ammon end Moeb did not give 

breed and water to Jsreel when they begged it of them during Isreel1s 

wanderings in the wilderness , end because t hey asked Balaam to curse Is~eel, 

it is prohibited thet an Ammonite: or Moebite enter the assembly of Isr ael 

even t o the tenth gener ation: 

,,, ~ , ,,, Ol nin • ?np:i 'lKioi •liDY Kl' K? 
K? 1wx ,l, ?1 ,0?11 ,, nin• ?n p:i on? Kl' K? 

0 ' 1IOD Ol!llt:Sl , ,, l O"O:l, on?:i o:inx. 1tl1p 
0 ,, ;i3 o · ~ 11n~o ,,,::i ll oy?:i na 1'~' i:i ~ ,,cr i 
i~n•i 01?:i ?x yo w? i•n?x nin• ill K x? i .1 ??p? 

' i •n? l\ ni;l' ll ilK 'l n:i1:i ? n??pnn1t 1? 1•n?x 

(Deut. 23:~7) . 

Isr ael is commended to blot out the memory of Amalek because of he~ 

(Deut. 25sl7-19). 
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Tne above material is in line w1 th Israel 1 s unfriendly attitude towrd 

the nations. This attitude mey well result from the desire for revenge 

of those wo htll'Illed Israel. 

Israel ' s unfl'iendly attitude ten.rs.rd the nations is, however, not 

the wole picture, for in our st-..idy of the Bible w found some few ref-

erences in t~is difficult period 0£ Israel's history which reflect a 

friendly st.titude toward e certei..'l few nations . 

This friendly attitude towrd the n.ations bas two asoects : (1) 

fr~eodliness toward individuals, (2) friendliness toward a nation as e 

whole . 

~ illustrations of the first phase of this attitude , we find that 

Jetf>.ro, Moses' Jl.idianite father- in- law , is helc in greet esteem (for be 

aided ill establishing Israel ' s legal system); the elders of Israel ere 

reoorte · to have eaten with him before God after he had offered a burnt 

of fering before the Lord: 

o, n?R? o• n)ti :t?Y noo 1nn ,,~, np • i 
OJ on? ?:R? ~Kio· ' JPT ? :i i 1 , ilK K)', 

o•n?xn 'lD? noo 1nn 
(Ex. 1.8: 12) . 

An _,t her illustration is the account of the 1118l"riage of Moses with the 

Miciianitess Zi"Joore.h, whHe Israel was yet 1n Egyot. There is a definite 

change in attitude expressed after Israel' s departure from Egypt (see above 

material on Midisn) : 
noy , , I\ ?:i n K n:-t> t nn J •10 • :i:i i irl' 1ow • i 

?x,o• n x nin, x• iin ,:i 101 ?1<,c • 71 :t~o? o•:t?K 
:i:n:i nnc :iiDJ nx ilct:i 1nn ,,n, np•i . 0 • 11::10 

00,1 inx~ oo , vK n,J) ' l ~ n1< i .n • ni?~ inx 
n•,:iJ 71x:i •n • • n i1 iox •:i 

(Ex. 18:1-3) . 
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Israel is told not to conq11er Edom, i . e . , more exactly the children 

of Essy uho live in Seir l<.tlich is Edom (Genesis 25 :30; 37:1), for they ere 

Easu's children. Though King Devid later conquered this ares , it should 

be emphasize~ that the tradition holds thot on their ent ry to Canaan Israel 

hed not violated the rights of their kinfolk. There ls no hostile feeling 

to'llards them, sucb as became irrepressible in Israel e.fter the E:x:ile . 1 

nr n i nn nx )0 O)? )i . iox ? ·? ~ n1n • i ox • 1 
o•i)y on x io~? 11 01n nx 1 , nl ~! o) ? 1J~ 

1 Xi' ' 1 i • , o ) O')O ' tt l WY 'J) O) ' O ~ ?1)1) 
t nx x? ') O) ,,1nn ?x . i xo on i ool 1 O)O 

, ~ ,, no i • • ) ?li ~) ii10 , , OJ 1KO 0 )? 
i • 'o in nic • nn l 

. (Deut. 2: 2- 5) . 

Israel is also c0lll!Jl8Jlded not to abhor en Edomi.te nor an Egyptian. The 

reasons e.re obvious; the Edomites are relatives of Israel, end Egypt was 

e host to Israel: 

•) •ixo )ynn ~? xin i • nx •) •o i x )Ynn x? 
•w• ?o ,, , on? ,,, ,, iw~ O ' J) . 1x1 HJ n••n i1 

nin • ?np) on? K)' 

(Dcut . ~J :B-9) . 

In spite of all the unfriendly comment toward Ammon and Moab, there 

are restrictions placed on Israel regarding her actions toward them. lsreel 

is forbidden to be et enmity or to fight with VJOab ur Ammon because these 

nations stem from tbe children of Lot: 

O) i1nn ?xi ) K1b nx i xn ? x •?x nin• , ox • i 
o i? 'JJ? •) n~i· ix ixo i? 1nK K? •) non?o 

no1• 1Y !'II\ • nn J 

(neut. 2:9) . 

l . Smit h, Sir George .ldmn. The Book of Deuteronom.y. Cambridge : Univer sity 
Press, 1918. P. Jl. 
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, ~~.J.-f,, 
,,,.,.~ 'J.a 

J,~ .(,:1 , 

J!N"t' 'J;a [/~ ,j. 1' 1? I 
~.,,~ ' .11.(4. • , , f , .a '° ~ 
.J '.}t.J..J 61f- "'J~ ~ ~ 

(Deut . 2:~) . 

This is not the first statement concerned with Ammon and Moab' s 

'1rigin; it is clee.rly stated in Genesis 19 : Jl- .38 t hat both nations are 

a result of incest. 

The nations, according to the Bible, are under the poi.rer of the L:>rd; 

iie may do with them as He wishes . The case of Balaam stands out as an ex-

smole of a foreign individual influenced by God, with the result that Israel 

is blessed rather thElll cursed by him: 

n7Kn O, OlKn •o in c •i CY7 l 7K c •n 7K Kl'1 
170 i~ 1 Tl p?l c•n7xn 7x cy7 l i c x•i .1c r 

OJ'1 0,1100 x1 1• n oynnJ n .•7• n7o lK1D 
7J1K • ?ix inx ,7 nlp nJ7 nny f1K n l'' n ~ 
x? DY7l 7x o• n7K icx, , .1,no111 i l cn7n7 
op•i .Kin ,,,l 'J oyn nx i xn x? oncy i7n 

OJ!1K 7K 1J7 p7 l ,,W 7K 1DK,1 1pl l OY7l 
oJ~Y i?n? nn7 nin• TKD 'J 

(Num. 22:9-1.3; see also 22: 18) . 

One eX8lllple 01' God 1 s power over the nations i s t he deliverance of 

the Amorites and Bashsn into the hands of Israeli 

11'l 'J inx xi• n ?x non 7K nin• icx•i 
i7 n• oy 1 ni x n1n HH 7J n1n init •nnJ 

f 1J Wn l J o i• 1e x •io~n 1?0 1n •o? n• ~y ioKJ 
(Num. 21: .3.1.) . 

other illustrations of this point are found in: Deut. 2: .36; .3: 2, .3 : 4; 

4:3-4; 4: .38; 11: 2~25; .31 :.3- 6; ~:1. 

The nations , according t o the attitude expressed 1n the Bible , are 

e.J.so to serve as witnesses of God's de~ds . This act of 'Witnessing bears no 
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implication of conversion. Tbe act of vitnessing described here is pas-

sive action : 

1DY 7J ,ll n',l n,J 'J lK nln io x ' i 
7Jli f1Kn 7Jl 11C1 l l t-:7 101 n1K7Dl n0Y K 

nwvo nae 1J1P l nnx , ox oyn ? J nx11 0'11n 
1D Y n0y 'JIC 1WIC IC1n K11l '= nin' 

(Ex. 34:10) . 

When Isr ael feers the:~ she vill not be permitted to enter Cana.en, 

Moses points out to God the.t the nations "111 vitness this failure and at-

tribute it to him: 

(Moses sP'ld) 
0•11n i101n 1nit 1:1'1D n r n oyn nt-:i111D fl 1 

n i n' ,,,, , 'n?lo ,,OK? 1YD l:7 nit 1YD~ 10K 

o n7 Y:>vl 10 K r11en ?K n rn oyn nt-: K' ln7 
1l"lDl 01:>n o •1 

(Num. 14tl5-16) . 

Israel i s told that by doing God's vill, the nations vill witness 

and ssy \/hat a wise and greet nat i on she is : 

1 1:7 1CJ c•o~~D i o ' p n oJnK •n,o ? naci 
, ~ IC r iitn l1 p:i l J nioy 7 •n?x n1n' 'l1l 

itin '' on•wy i on10 0 1 . n n1:117 no ~ O'Kl cn1 
nae l1YDC ' , ~ IC O' OYfl 'l' Y7 OJ11 ll1 OJ 11DJn 

'1!fl l 1l l 1 OJn OY pi ,,OK1 :i7acn O' p nn ':i:i 
,:llfl ? 111 01 

Deut. 4t5-6) . 

Thus we see that in the nation 1 s witnessing, Israel is benefitted, for in 

so dojng they see the greatness of Israel and her God. The nations vill, 

e.s e consequence, fee.r and honor Israel, leeving ber in peace. We may 

eliminate any thought that Israel hoped to proselytize among the nations 

on the basis of their witnessing God's and Isre.el 1s deeds . 

The netio:cs are regarded as serving a purpose in the di7ine plan; tbey 

are to serve as a tool of the Lord for punishing Israel : 
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(~v. 26t25; see also ~v. 26:33; Deut. 4: 'Z'l; 
Nm:i. 14143-45) . 

In addition to being l.Dlder the power of the Icrdl of Israel, the na-

tions are further viewed es dependent upon Israel hers1elf for blessings 

or curses : 

?~K' ,, Olt1 n!lY1n' 0 ' 1lDb 1~ 'l1 D ?lt 
.ynD' 1'lh1 011' Oil' nDlY1 ,,,l 0'1l 

1''1lD 1JD' P ' 'D K'l?'i ' 1K' l'W Y1' ,,,I( ,,,,!(, ,,,l 

(Num. 24: 8-9) . 

Several reasons, in addition to those stated earlier in this paper, 

explain Israel ' s various attitudes toward the nations, and specifically 

Israel ' s unfriendly attitude. Israel is interested in herself, her O\IJ'l 

wlfare and good fortune . Expressions of •nationalistic" views may wll 

stem from the view which Israel held of herself; ne.mely, that she was a 

special type of nation, a nation of priests and a holy people: 

' n 'i l nK onio o 1 '? r l iyo~n Y1DC CK nny i 
.f1 lti1 ,, ,, , , O' DYn ,,D il?lO , ~ cn''i11 

~?K wii p ,,l, o 'Jil' n~ ?oo '' i•nn onK i 
? at , "' , ' J :i ? 1< i l , n i t lt o ' i l i i1 

(Ex. 19: 5- 6) . 

i1, n, 'J K • , i p '' o' w, i r '~? o.n ' 'i1 i 
,, n i' il' O'DYil lD o~nK ''1l K1 

(~v. 20: 26) . 

And it is stated in DeuteronOJllY 14: 2: 

,nl ll1 l'il? K i11i1'? nn~ ~ i~ p o y '' 
1 WK C ' DYil ,,D il?lO cy? ,, ni•n? i11i1' 

• i1D1lti1 'J!l ?y 
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'lbese statements, end others which discuss the problem of the cov-

enent, ~ well comprise a paper in themselves. For our purposes it is 

sufficient to state that the choice of Israel and the religio-cultural 

responsibilities encumbent on Israel because of it form the basis for Israel's 

attitude t0\l8rd the pagan nations& 

{Moses said): 

Oj' n?x nin' 'l!l? 07,7, o i 'n u'l ll cn x 
.?xio' O'K ,, Qj'>1D0 1 Qj,l p t Oj'DlW Qj'WK1 

, , 1'?' lO nD 1'lnD l1Pl 1DX 11Ji Oj'Ol Qjgb 
i n?Kl1 1•n?x nin• n•ill ,,lY? ·1'D'D lxw 

o i• n inK o•pn lYD? .oi•n 1DY n1' 1'n7K nin' i wK 
10Kli i? 1l, 1wKl o•n?x? i? n•n• Kini oy? i? 

DlnK K?i . lpY• ? i pn1'7 on1JK7 1'nl K7 'lOl 
. nxTn n?xn nx i nKtn n•i:in nK n1' ' 'l ~ ol,l? 

ll'n7K n i n ' 'l!l? Ol 'n ,D, llDY ng l lD' 1WK nK ' l 
nx on, i • onK • :i .oi•n llDY n!l 1l l ' K 1 ~ K nKi 

c•iln l1p:i 1l1l) i wx nx i 0• 110 j 1Kl 1llO' i ox 
l l X1 T' on , ??l rK1 on•1i 1~ nK ixini .on1JY 1ox 

itt no1t ix t' " r. OjJ ti' JD • ency i c K lnT i rio:i 
i1 •n?K ni n• oyo oi 'n n1g 1ll ? 1ox Dlo ix n n g ~o 
n 1!l c 10 Oll W' lg onn o •i1n ' n? x nK ,JY? nl?? 

nttTn n? xn '1l1 nx iyooJ n'ni .nJy?i ox1 
ni11~ l 'l •? n'n ' oi?~ 1ox? lll? l 11 lnn1 

n1nnn nK n iin n i Do TYO? 1?K 'l ? 

(Deut . 29:9- 18) . 

(Moses said): 

1'n?x nin• ?1 pl your ;10~ ox n•n1 
''l1 1~x i' n 11c ?J nx ni•Y? 10~? 

;, 1'''' 1 "n?x n1n• 1ln l1 c i'n i1io 
n?Kn n1l1ln 7J 1''' i~l , .yixn .... ,1 ?l 

nnx 1 11 J . i' n7 K n1n' ?i r l Yoon '' i1 · ~ n1 
'1!> 1 1lDl '1!) 111) , n,Ol n111~ 1l1l1 1'Yl 

. 1Jt1 n11n t'Yl 1"g?x 110 ino;i :i '1!>1 1no, x 
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nnK ,,,), 1KJ) 11nK ,,,) .1n,Kwo i 1K3o 111J 
o•g13 i•? y o•op11 l'J' K nx 111 11 • i n• .1nx1J 

ioiJ• D'),, 11JJ0) 1 1'?K ix1• inx ,,,) 1'J ~ ? 

n?vo ?Jli 1'DOKJ 11J,J11 nK inx 11111' 11• ·1'lg? 
11111 ' 1D' P ' .1? 1113 1'117K 11ii1' ,t7 j',ltl 1=J 1 J1 1"1' 

11111' 11110 nK 1o wn •) i? JJWl ,oKJ oiip OJ? i? 
•••• . 1')11) nJ ? 111 i•11? x 

(Deut . 28&1-14) . 

1.he nations of the land tbet Israel is about to possess are discussed 

again. It is clefll'ly stated t het these netions are t o be dispossessed as 

punishment for their wickedness, and that Israel IDBY inherit the land that 

the lord promised to Israel's forefathers: 

nw,? KJ? 1,1•11 nx 01•11 1lY 11nx ?K1 w• Jo u 
.o•ooJ n 1 l)1 n?"ll 0 '1J 1DD O'D lYi O'?i"ll 0 '1 l 
nyo~ 11nK1 nJ1' 11nK 1c K o • pJY 'lJ 011 ?i11 OJ 

11111' ') o i'il nJ1•i .plY 'll •1 g ? Jl'l1' •n 
Kini 01'D~' Ki n 11?JK UK 1'l~? ,) J11 K111 i• 11?r 

,J, 10 K) ,ilD Ol11JKi11 ono1i11i l'l~? t J'lJ' 
onx i•n?x nin• IJ 1 i1J 1JJ?l ,oxn ?K . 1? 11111• 

f"IKil nK n~,7 11111' 'lK' lil ' np"l lJ ,D R? 1'l ~?n 
·1'l~o ow •110 11 111• n?x11 0•1111 nJ~1J1 nK t11 

' J 011x nK nw1? Kl 11nx 1ll? , u•Ji in p11 J ~ ? 
1'lgD oo•i io i•11?K 11111' 11?K11 0'1111 11JW,l OK 

~11 1lK? i•nJK? 11111' ' l~l 10 K ,l"lil nK o•p11 lY0?1 
i•11?x 11111• inp11 J x? 'J nJ1'1 . lp1•?1 pn1•? 

n op ry •) 111101? n Kt 11 11 J1 011 f1Ki1 n K i ? tnJ 
11nx IJ 1 Y 

(Deut. 9:1- 6) . 

Israel is further warned against following after t he gods of the nations 

lest she be pimisbed 1n e silllilar manner : 

KJ 11n ~ iox 0 •1111 n x i•11?x 11i11• n•1J ' ') 
.011Kl nJw•i onx 1101 • 1 i•1go 011i x 1101? noo 

l~' i •1go 010 • 11 •inx 011•1nx ~p l11 l~ i? io~ 11 
11?x11 0•1111 i"IJJ' il)'K iox? 011 •11?K ? 011 n 

11 111•? 1) 11o yn K? .'lK Cl ll il OYK1 on• n?K nK 
011 • 11? x? ioJ x1 w i c x 11111• nJY1n ?J 'J i•n?~ 

on•n?K? WK) ig10 • 011•~)) 11K 1 Oil') ) nK 01 • ) 

(Deut. 12:29-Jl). 
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1? tnJ 1 ' n?x nin, ~wx f1Kn ? K Kl nnx ,) 
K~D , K? .onn C' ll n nly i n~ n1'7)? io?n K? 

ll 1YD O'Dop oop WKl i nl11ll ,,l,O 1l 
'J Y1'1 l1K ?Kwi il n i l ni .,w~Di wn JD1 

~?x nwy ?~ nin ' nlY in ' ) .o' nDn ?x ~, ,, 
on iK w,, , D 1'n?x nin' n7xn nl y inn ??1 J 1 

1 'l !lb 

(Deut. 18:9- 12) . 

Clearly t he intent above is to present the assimilati on of Israel with groups 

that e.re abhorred by her because of their religious end cultural forms. 

The factors which went into the formetion of Israel ' s varic>us atti -

tudes nre t he close r elationships which Israel was to reach with the sur-

r ounding nfltions and the religious- cultural moral system of IsraE1l herself. 

In this period of Israel's formation, when her laws were being fc>rmulated; 

st a time when she did not use and had no need to use, nor could use high 

power d i plomacy; at the time when Israel vielded the sword by the1 command 

of God, it becomes easy to understand wey 6.D unfriendly attitude toward t he 

nations should dominate . Israel's concern \18.8 for her welfare, nnd she ws 

villing to destroy all that stood in the way of accanplishing tbut goal . 



CHAPTER 'IV 

A. mE CONQUEST OF CANAAN 

B. '!!IE PERIOD OF '!!IE JUDGES 

A. 

The section of the Bible which describes the period of the conquest 

of Canaan , the land that vas promised to Israel by God et en earlier period, 

iJrese~ts en attitude thet is similar to that of the earlier period of t he 

wilderness . During this new period of Israel 1 s history, the earlier atti-

tude is brought to fruition in a practical ve.y: in the conquest and destruc-

tion of the enemies of Israel in Cenaen. The descriptions of the conquest 

do not add anything new to our knowledge of the attitude of Israel tove.rd 

the nations . 

Israel is Wt:l.riled that the peoples of the land will harass her, and 

that should Isr aelites marry the remnants of these nations, the wrd will 

net drive them out before her: 

o'iln ,n,~ onp)ii il iwn ~, ~ ox 'j 

on) onJnnnni OjnK n? xn O'iK WJn n? ~n 

~'Oi' x? 'J iy,n y,,, . Oj) oni on) onx)i 
OJ'Jg?o n?x n C'iln nK w',in? Cj'~?x nin' 
D' JJ1?i OJ'11) oow?i wp io?i n~? OJ? i'ni 

nxrn n)ion noixn ?yo Oj,)K i r Oj'l' Y) 
Oj'n?x nin' oJ? 7nJ ,~ x 

(Jos . 2.3 : 12- 1.3) . 

Ihus , the basis for Israel ' s attitude , as it i s expressed in their destruc­

tion of the nations of the land, is made clear. 

The earlier idea t hat God rules over nations other than Israel contin­

ues and is expressed completely in terms of God conql!ering fer Israel and 
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driving out the nations before her: 

o:>:. ip:i "n ? K ":> p >'1 11 n Kt .:i y tn ;p it>K.,' 
"nnn 11X'l "lYJ:>il nK O:>'JgD W'1'l' W1'lil'l 

"1DKil'l 'Olilil 11K'l 'tig ;i nKi ''lnil nxi 

'0,l'ili 

(Josh. 3:10; see also 23t 3- 5; 24:18; 1'h. 5:18-22). 

The statements that the Lord vill drive out t he nations, that the Lord 

f]gbts for His people Israel are the frequent expressions of faith in Is-

~ael 1 s God in her hour of need for a strong faith and a strong arm. 

The nations are called to witness God 1 s deeds again. They are called 

to witness so that they will knov that the Lord, the God of Israel, is a 

mighty God, and consequently thet Israel i s a mighty nation and one to be 

feared . The enemies of God and of Israel are one and t he same (so long as 

Israel obeys God's commands ) , and s o one who wit nesses will knov t hat 

Israel must be left in peace . 
D:>'Jgo yii'n "D n ~ o:>'n?K nin' W'.lin ioK 

~io D'? D:>'~'K niil' il WY 10K:> D:>i:iy ,, 
?:> n ; 1 TYD? .iJi:iy 11 iJ'J nn w':iin 1GK 

tJD1:i K'il n p tn ':> nin' 1' mt T1Kil 'DY 
o't>"il ?:> o:>'il? K ni n ' nK onxi' 

(J osh. 4:23-24) . 

B. 

Folloving t he death of Joshua, there begins the period of the Judges . 

This peri od W8.B chere.cterized by fighting , se t t lement., and lack of central-

ized government. 'lbe J udges , w o wre essentially mili tary leaders , rose in 

Isr ael 1 s hour of need to l ead her in battle and settlement of the land. 

During tbe period of the J udges, the Israel itee lived according to 

their individual dedres, end in so doing broke commandment s treditionally 

said to have originated in the per iod of Israel' s vandering in t he vilder-

nes&. Israelite men took unto themselves es v i ves waDell of the !JeOples 
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uounc then:.. Ecwever, there is no i.ndic~tivn of 6J\Y chsnge in Ii:reel • 

ett:t~de vciwsrd her neighbors; 

:'l;l'X ,~~' "J t'~::lil ~~ ~1 ';1:i l::l :ti:i-, j ·';~ 1 '"1 

'n>-eJ ,~~ rix~ ?~ o~n~ ~ ' l~ , 0 °'1 lt~ t:>n · 
onsi .o?i'? c~n¥ n ' ,l 1Q~ ~? ioKi o:>'n)K7 

is:"'1l !::1'rnn :H?) 1'11tl'1 f 'Hi'1 'l - '':i 1' ' 1:2 i ni:>n ·? 
~; 'ni~x Dl"I . ~n'~' nKt ;i~ '?i p:i ~nYvb K?' 

,,~, o;i';i;~, D',J? O:>~ ,, .,, D:> 'l g~ on'K ~i l ~ 

t>pH:>? o:>? 

(Jud. 2tl- :3). 

it is rather that t!le people's attitude to-'8.rd the practice of law becellle 

lex: 
C:'l'To il l n ~ ' O'Cl ? o;i? ~ :'l' n' ll 1\K '"P'' 

'll , ~, ,, . D:'l''17i 1'N i1 lY' ' O:'l'Jl? iJ nJ 

nin' n~ in :>~' ' .,,.,, 'J' 'l y i~ nK ?Kie' 
nii e Kn ni i o'':iYl :'l nK ii l''' on'n?K 

(Jud. J 16-7) . 

TI1e concern of Israel at this point of histor y wee that of preeervjng 

herself; the two means emple>yed for this end were the ettemnts at enforcing 

the ?J'Ohibition againet lll8.rriage with strangers , and et deetroy1ng those who 

harassed Israel in any wey . 

Israel found it necessary to subdue MoRb :1n order to rogtdn her peece 

Emd security: 
nat ;n;P t nJ ' :> '1 n1C H>ii on'?IC io1<'i 

,,:;),,, 1'1nK ,,,,, o:>i'J JIC i o nK OJ'l' i Y 
.1 l1? 0 '1C ,,n, x? i :ixio? l,,,n n i iJVD n~ 

~ ' K o' g?K ni~'' x' nn nJJ :lx i o nK i :>'i 
:aio !l l:>ni .0'x o?oJ K7 i ''" t? 'K 'l':n tow ?J 

T , tc ;- o r :m i ? x, o ' i ' n n n x , n n o ' ' l (Jud. J , 26-JO) • 
:'IH7 IJ 'l1 D'7 

In the Song of IJeborBh, which itself expresses s hostile attituae 

t ow.rd the natior.s b7 its neture as a war song in praise for the destruction 

of Sisera E:.nd his CanaMite forces , the poetess expresses a desire t.a see 

the destruction of e..11 God ' s ened.es. This j s synon}'lllOUJJ with expressing 

tl:e hope that Israel's eMmies be destro79d (see t.he dieawtsion of thia 

::>oiDt. above) : 
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i1ii1' 1":1"1 !\ 17:> i1:i1P p 
in1:i 1:i V1D v il nKlj ,,:i n x i 

f 1K il bpv;n i 
i1ll7 0 ' Y :l1 ~ 

(Jud. 5:31) . 

Ssmson 1 s decision to take a Philistine woman as bis wife is described 

as being met by strong opposition by his parents. The practice of inter-

marriage betwen Israelites and their neigbbors is here emphasized as a 

prcblem. The attitude expressed by the Bible in this instance cleerly 

sti;tes t hat Israel condemned such intermarriage, and preferred a certain 

degree of isolation from the pagan neighbors of Israel. It is cleerly 

stated that the events described were ordained by the Lord that He might 

find "an occasion against t he Philistines•: 

l"r.X nil:i:i l"Xn 1DK1 i':i x ,, 1DX"1 
O"no?DD ilWX nnp? ,,,il i11\l\ 'j ilWK 'D Y ;,:i, 

'' '' np ilnix i':i x ?x yi woo icx'i o'?i y n 
,, ,,,, x? 1Dl\1 ,,:ixi .''l"Y:l i11W' l<'il , 

ny:ii O"nw?DD wp:iD Kiil illKn , , K'il i11il" D 
?K1 W"l O'?VlD O'nw?D K'ilil 

(Judi 1413-t). • 

This explanetion is confirmed by Semson 1 s eventual slaughter of thousands 

of Philistines at bis ovn death : 

"':i O'i O'nVl?D OY " Vl Dl non liODVl 1DK'1 
1:1 1VlK O}'il 7, 7Y 1 O'l10il ?y 1\ ':l il ?D' 1 

10KD 0':11 inio:i n"Dil 1 VlK O'nDil i'i1'1 
in':ix n':i ?ji i'nK ,,,,, .i"'n:i n'Dn 
i1Y1l t':i inix ii:ip'i ,,,,, in x 1KVl'i 
~Dw xini i ":ix niJo i:ip:i ?ixn wx l 'l1 

i1H1 0 '11j :9 ?K1 t7 " n K 

(Jud, 16:30.Jl). 

Israel's attit ude of disregard of t he rights of other nations , and 

even of hatred of the nations, continued to the very end of the period of 

the Judges . We find expressions of this attitude in the prayer offered by 

Hannah, Samuel's motbgr, at Shil~ 

i11i1' OY1 " O'D Cl ,,, 1l'1D inn' i11i1' 
in' w°' T1P 01'1 i:>?o? TY 1n"i yix ' ODK 1,,, 
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(I S 2 :10) . 

Isre.el 1 s attitude toward t he netions seems to heve been et l east par-

tielly e.n in<iirect e~ssion of Isreel1 s basic desire and need, ne.mely, 

pePce end security. The nations which Israel 1heted · end fought against 

lr.lre ~or the most ?art those who vppressed bcr end denied to her security 

enci :)eece . Evidence thFt Israel desired peace end security is the emphasis 

?l0 ced en t!le periods of peece in her life of this period ; efter each bet.tle 

e ~te tet:tent follows indict>ting the number of yea.rs of oeece and .security 

thet Israel enjoyed es e result of viz:n5.ng et 'We.r , es en exsmple : 

l ' C' P ? nJ o' Di i p ?n l 0 Di1 T' ~'P ? nl 
f Y ' t?Dl ':>.,111 (J 5 21) ud. : • 

LFter in our discussion, it wil l be s hown thet Israel ' s action age.inst 

th~ nations, thou -h t hey acted as a t ool of God, was in t he vey of a justified 

""1Jlishment of these nf tions. 

T'nougb Israel's a t tlt.ude wag generally negative toward the nations , 

certain grou,s ere viewd in a friendly m.enner. 

Jud. lt l 6 t ells us that Israel \18.S friendly toward the Kenites (the 

children of ¥.ooes 1 tather-in- l aw)i 

11 ~ o 'iDnn .,' YD i ~ y nc-D 111n 'l' r ' J)i 
1 ? 'i iiy ~ ll~ 10~ ~1 1~' 1)1D n ii~' 'l ~ 

• oyn Ill\ )£> ' i 

The Kenites must have et times been allied with I s r ael , for w er e told that 

Jeel the Kenite smote Sisere , Israel ' s enemy: 

~ l' pn , )h 11W K ? ; ' D, Ol D 1 1)n 
.,,)11 ?~K ) D '~ l D 

. n KDn n) '1p n 0 '1' ,K ?DO) nl lll ~ ?n ?Ko O' D 
o' ?D; n i D?n? nl'o'i n l n?on 1 11 ' ? ni ' 

. i n p 1 n D? ni ~ I nD i i o~, npnD K1 0 ' o KD ? ni 
? o l y ,j n '? ) 1 l ' ) ):>v ?~ J ; 1:i n ~ ? 1 i T' ) 
.. (.J"4:(..S:~\' ... .-l '} ) i n w ?DJ ow y,:i , l!'K~ 
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(lat!; f 14 IQ~. 

The nations ere conceived as being subject to the wrd' s will. Thus 

Ammon was deliver ed into I srael' s bends& 

iliil'? il'ili yiDJ 'llD ci ?wl nng' ilJ'1 
il?U ii1'1l "?Ji11 {Jud. 11:32) . 

~~die.n and 1aneiek \olere delivered into Isr ael' s hands: 

, , 'l ,, J'lJ'l l , ::> 
{Jud. 7:9) . 

The Amorites too ware deliver ed into Israel' s hendsz 

? ::> n ~n p n"o 11!\ ?t<i\!1 ., "il?K :nil" tn'i 
?::> J'lK 7 K1 W' V1''1 ci::>'i ? t<1~' 1'l iD Y 

J'lK i w,,,, . K'ilil f 1Kil lwi' ' 1 DKi1 f1Kil 
1liDil lD1 Pl'il ,,, tiliKD '1D Kil ?ill ? ::> 

T ,, ' i1 i y , (Jud. 11: 21- 22). 

Israel viewed the nations as being a tool of the Lord. The ftmction 

of the nations, in this respect , was to punish and to prove Israel. 

The strength of the Hivvites, Philistines, CanSBnites end Zidoni ans 

was left to them in ver ying degrees that they might prove Israeli 

7K1W" J'lK Cl 1l 1Dl 7 iliil' M'lil 1 0 K 0' 1 lil il?K i 
pi · l J l::> n iD n?D 7::> J'lK , ,,, K? 1 LK 7::> nx 

1 WK p i ilDn?D 0 1D?? ?K1 W' 'Jl 11 111 1lY 1 yyn? 
'JJJ::> il ?::> i o'nw?g 'lio nwnn .oiJi' K? C'J g? 

yiDi n ?Jl inD yi ll? il in )W ' 'inni 'J1' 1i11 
ny i ? ?K1 W' J'lK Ol nio l? i'i1'1 .J'lDn Ki l? i y 
1'l OJ'l 1l K J'lK nis 1 WK i11il' n isD J'lK 1YD W'il 

'J'lnil ' lYl::> il l1 pl ilw' 7K1 W" 'll1 .ilwD­
J'lK inp' i .'01l'i11 'inni 'rigni '1DKili 

Oil'll? iJnl Oil'J'l iJ l J'lK i O " ~J? Oil? u il"J'l,l l 
J1il J'lK ?K 1 \!1 ' 'll 1WJ"i .Oil 'il?K J'l~ i ilY'1 
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iiJY'i Dil' n ? x iliil' nK injt7 'i niil' 'l'YJ 

?K1W'J iliil' ~K 1n'i .nii~K il nKi o '?YJ il n K 
iiJY'i 0'1i1l 01M i?o D'n1 0 1 yoij 1'J 01jD'i 

O'H1 ill OO O'n:vwi TWD nK ?K1 \!1' 'lJ (Jud. Jlll- 8). 

The netions ere considered as t ools of the Lord in t he fol lowing 

passages: 

1DK'i O'jJil ? x 717lil 10 niil' 1 K?D ,,,, 

1V1K f1Ki17K OjnK K'JKi 0 '1IDD OjnK i17 YK 
Qjn K 'n'1J 1 ~K K7 1DK1 Qj'nJ K7 '~YJW l 

nMJil T1Kil 'J o '7 n '1J inijn K? o nKi . ~ ;, ,; 
nKT ilD ,,, P J DnYD O x7 i 1i1 ~ n Oil' n inJr o. 

1'i11 Oj'Jgo cniK 01lK x 7 'n1D K 0 1i .Dn'OY 
1J1j 'il'i . o pio7 Oj? 1'i1' Oi'l ' il? Ki 0 ' 1!~ Oj7 

?K1 ~' 'JJ ? j 7K il 7Ki1 0 '1J1il nx i11i1' 1K?D 
~: i i1 i1 0 i po i1 0 V1 • i K 1 p ' 1 • 1 j J ' i 0 7 1 p n K 0 Y ii '\ KW ' i 

OYil nK YO iil' n ?0 'i .i1 1 il'? o~ inJJ'1 O'jJ 
. f ,K il nM n o i7 in?nJ 7 C ' K ? Ki o ' 'J J 1 j?'i 

~ ' l p T il ' D ' 7 j1 Y0 1il' ' D ' 7j i11il' nK OYil i~J 1 ' 1 
7j nK 1K1 , , K YH71 il' '1n K O' O ' 1j' - Kii 1 t ~ 

Y 0 1 il' n D '> i f ? K 1 V1 ' ? ilO Y 1 0 K ? 1 1 l ii i1 1 i1' iH7 YD 
ini M i1Jp '1 .C'l o i o y i ilKD J J il 1il' 1J Y a117J 

in? n g10 C' 1 !.>K i:iJ oin n lD1lJ in?n l ~' 1 J lJ 
• . .•• Op '1 1'n 1 J K ?tc i go 10 K1ilil ,,, ;, ? j Cl i . OJ l 

n K 11J Y'1 i11il' 'l' YJ ,,;i n l\ ? 1< 1 t7 ' 'l :l H JY ', 
f 1 KD c n i K K'?io:i oniJK ':17 ~ i11 il ' ni< 1JlJ'1 . C' 7 YJ il 

Cil ' n1 J'J O 1 WK O'D Y:l 'il 7KD 0'1nK O 'il? K '1n K ,j,,, 0'1lD 

Aram-Neharaim-

•••• • :iin' nK 1 0J j'1 o :i ? ii nn o 'i 

(Jud. 2: 1- 15) . 

1 w i:> 1 ' J 0 1 jD '1 7K1 W'J il1il' ~K 1n'1 
? ~1W' 'lJ 1 1 JY '1 0'1 il l 01 K i?o O'nJw i 

. D'l O ill DW D'nY0 1 t Oij nK 

(Jud. J :8 ) ,, 

Moab, Amon, Amalek-

il 1 il ' 'J' YJ Y1 il n i wy ? ? K1V1 ' 'J J 1~0 '1 
7 K1 W' ,, JK1 D i?o 71?1 1 nx il1i1' pTn'i 

1' ? K ~ 0 K' i • il i il' ., l ' Y J Y 1 il mt i WY ' ::> ? Y 
? Ki o ' nK ,.,, ,,,, p ?o1 i 1io1 'l ~ n ~ 

O'ionn ,,, nK i w1''i 

(Ju el . J : U~-lJ) . 
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Cane.an-

Midian, Amalek-

Philistines--
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i1ii1' 'l'Yl Y1i1 n i ~ '? 7K1W' 'll ig'oi'1 
p1J:> 1'7D l'l' ,.,l i11i1' D1:>D'i .1'1D iii1K \ 
lS~' xiili K10'D iKll iwi ii1nl ,,D ,~ K 
i11i1' ?K ?xiw' 'Jl ip11 'i .o'1 li1 nw iinl 

1'1K TM? K1i1i i? 7T1l l:>1 1'1iKD 101'1 ':> 
i1J W 0 '1 01 i1pTnl '7K1W' 'll 

(Jud. 4:1-J) . 

CJ1'1'1 ili it' 'J'1l 11i1 ? :.1W' ' Jl i w1 'i 
?1 T'1D ,, r 1n i .o'J o 1 l W l'1D 1'l i1ii1' 

1'1K ?K1W' 'Jl Oil? 1 WY l'1D 'Jgo ? K10' 
ni11Di1 nKi nii,Di1 nxi D'1i1l iwx niii1JDi1 

(Jud. 6tl-2) . 

D'1'10?g ,,l D1:>D'i ?xiW' l i1ii1' ~ K in'i 
THl 1 'Jl 1'li 

(Jud. 10:7). 

;ii i1 ' 'l' Yl 11;i nioy? ?xiw' 'Jl i g'o i'i 
i1J 0 O''l1K O'nw?g 1 'l i1ii1., OJ1'1'i 

(Jud. l J : l) 

Philistia end Moab are mentioned e.gain as tools of the Lord during 

~he period of the Judge' (vhen past historicel events are reco-.J.Ilted): 

i'l 01'1K 1:>D'1 Oi1'i1?K i1ii1' nr. in :> o 'i 
i ?o ,,l, o ' n~? ~ 1'li ii1n K~~ 10 K10 ' 0 

Ol ion?'i :J KH> 

(IS 12:9) . 

Their oppression of I srael wes considered as the fulfillment of a 

divine purpose; yet after fulfilling their ftmctions , they were delivered 

into Israel ' s bands to be punished. 

Generally , Israel of t his period craved peace, that she might build 

her newly conquered lend and IIIB.ke use of her geins. I srael's attitude wee 

et once the continuat ion of a tradition from the pest end a product of 
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internetion.e.l reletfons that she ecperienced. The tradition of the past 

in itself would certeinly have prevented the development of a ms.gnanimous 

UDiver salism. But, in addition, the external forces of thie period brought 

forth Isr ael ' s warlike attitudes. 
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Chapter V 

THE ONITED i&ONARCHI 

A. '1'1::1.E PERIOD OF SADL 

B. THE DAVIDIC PEB.IOD 

C. THE SOk>MONIC PERIOD 

A. 

The end of the period of the Judges came with the anointing of a 

king over Israel. The first king was Saul, who was chosen by God. The 

need for a king and the decision to have a king came from the people who 

felt t hat this would be a means of strengthening I srael against her aggree-

sive neighbors. 

Saul's son Jonathan expresses the common Israelite contempt for the 

Philistines; he expresses this contempt i.o word ana deed. He refers to 

them as " these unclrcUl!lcised": 
X~ J 1Yli1 ?1 ?ir.~ Tl 1nl1' 1DK'1 o i 'n 'i1'1 

T?il 1 JYD 1 UK O' nu?g llD ?K i11l Yl1 n::>? ,,? ::> 
, 1 " l i1 1: 7 1 ' : K ? 1 

il1 lY 3' il::>? 1' ?::> l-:Cll 1 Yli1 ?K Tnl1i1' 1DlP1 
'::> 1l? i11 i1 ' il •Y ' •?11t il?Kil 0 '?1Yi1 llD ? ~ 

,OYDl 1K l1: Y'U 1i1? 11l YD i11i1• ? T' K 

Olnl '::> 1l'?lt1 ' l'?Y i?:- 11tl lP il'J ;: 1q 

Oil'J O ,?1'1 .n1Xi1 ,l? i1f1 1l1' l i11i1' 
D'1l Y illil O'nci?g 11DK ' 1 o'nu?g llD ?K 

'WJK i1y•1 :o~ 1K l nnn i ux o'inn TD o~N? ' 

i?y 11DK'1 ,,?::> KUJ nKi tnl1' nx illlD ~ 
KC"l ?K tnl1' 1Dlt'1 1l1 D::>nl< i1:9'11J1 1 l' ?t~ 

.?K1~ ' ,,l nin' 01nJ •::> 'in ~ n?y i•? ::> 
1'?::> KU l1 i• ?11 7y 1 1'1' ?y tnl1' ?:9'1 
nn,oo i•?::> K~J1 1nJ1 • •J g? i?n•i 1'1 n 1 
tnJ1• n ::in i u K n11 e i1i1 n::>nn 'iln, ,,•in K 

-u-
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nl J D ~snl~ O' ~ t 'J1 ~Yl ,., 7~ ~C l1 

?ll1 n, el i13nol niin ' nn i . ni ~ ,c s 
Tlin i il b il 0 1 ,,," n'Jn~Di11 lSDil tYil 
o'g s n ixi., 1 .o'i17 ~ niin? ' i1n1 i,Ko 

l 1D l l1D i1i1 nl ni TD.,l l n rlll ? ixu? 
o?n1 1?.,1 

ll Sam. 14: 1, 6, 10-16) . 

Jonathan ' s attitude indicates that the earlier attitude of separation 

f r om the nations inhabiting Cana.an continued and was reinforced , because 

Israel was subj ugated by these nations and suffered difficulties f rom them. 

Amalek is again viewed as an object of hatred for what she did to 

Israel when Israel wandered in the wilderness. The following wu delivered 

to Saul by Samuel in the o8111e o:f God: 

i?D 7 1noo7 i11 i1 ' n7~ ,n ~ ? 1KW 7K 7 K1 DC ,DK'1 
. iliil' ,,l, ?i r ? YD O nnyi 7K1~ ' 7> 1D; 7; 

p?D> ilCV , ~ nK 'n,p9 n 1KlS i1 1i1' ,DK ill 
nn r .0'1SCD i n7Yl ,,,l i ? en , D~ 7K,U ' 7 

i? ,~ x 7l nK onoinn i p?o ; nx nn '~ ill 17 
??110 no~ ,, ~ 'KD nnon i ,.,,, 7onn K?i 

iion ,y, ?o lo nr ,y , ii ~o pl1' ir i 

(l Sam. 15:1- S) . 

Thie attitude of hatred toward Amalek Tas so strong t hat. the sm.all 

deviation wb.lch Saul permitted in carrying out the details of destruction 

wa~ ea.id to have brought upon him punishment: 
(. S4 ... .,.t./ s. 1' £ t) 

o'~bnn n~ no i nn1 i? , DK,, ,,,l i1 1i1' i n?r ' i 
K7 no7 1 .onx oni? l , y 1l non?J1 p7DY n ~ 

Y, n oyn1 ??~n ?x or ni nin ' 71 r l nyou 
i11i1' 'I J ' YJ 

(I Sam. 15: 18-19) 
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I t is of importance to note that in this period, e..s in the earlier 

ones, the nat ions who triumphed over Israel in battle were considered tool s 

of God. When Saul did not act strictly according to God in the matter of 

Amalek, tbe kingdom was to be rent from bi.a; the tool for this puni shment 

were the Philistines: 
l11 n n'C9 K? i n i n ' ?i p l nYb O K? 1 ~ Kl 
ni n ' i? n o y ntn i ::i in l' ?y p?ny:i iDK 

1DY ? K1 0 ' n K 0 1 nin' 1n '1 .ntn o i'n 
nic 01 ' b7 1'lli n11ic in tn D'IH??g i'::i 

O' n o ?g 1 ' l nin' t n ' ?~1~ ' nJnb 

(I S811l. 28: 16-19} . 

During this period we find foreign servants in Saul ' s service. As an 

example, Doeg is mentioned, pr obably because he was chief of the servants: 

1 DK O'~ J K1 , , , Y1iJ 'l ?iicv YDO 'i 
noil ?w icn nn n nYlll ::ioi' ?. i ico i ~ i nic 

. 1 '?Y O' l !J , ,, lY 7 l 1 11 , l 111'ln1 
Kl 1 YD C 1'7Y O'l!Jn ,,,lY7 ? i ico 1 DK ' 1 

ni , o ' O' l l 1n' Ol?l? Ol 'J ' D' 'Jl 
. n1Kb '10 1 o'g?ic '1v O' O' Ol ?l? O' bili 

' JTK nK n?i l ' K1 ,,, Cl?l oni~p 'l 
''' Olb n? n l ' K1 ' o' Tl oy 'll n ill 

''Y '1l Y nK ' Jl O' p n 'l 'lT K nic n?1 1 
Kini 'b1K n lK1 lY'1 . n tn 01 ' l l iK? 

' O ' p 11 K '11' 1\ 1 1bl\ ' i ? 11\\! ,,;iy 7 :-t l! l 
i ? 7K o '1 . :iionK ll i ? o 'nK ? ic n lJ Kl 

i? l11l 'n i; ?gn n'?J :i 1n nic1 i? T11l n,,1, nin'::i 

(I Sam. 2~: 6-10) . 

1 ! ~ J K' n n o i • :i ? i ~w ,,lYD W' K 001 

O' yi n 1'lK ' b 1K n l K, 1b0 1 "' " ' 'J g ? 
?iito ? 1 C' K 

(I Sam. 21:8). 

There may wel1 lutve been the practical matters of st ate that creat ed 

a need for foreign servant.a: 

O'J nll ~ 1gi nn ic :i o l' i, ; 1?b n 1DK'i 
O'J nll Ki n >Jg' 1 'D1Kn l'11 l0'1 

Ko l o ' K n ~nni O 'J D ~ ~inn 0 1'l no•i 
1l 1 H >K 

(I Sfim. 22:18). 
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Yet with all the fighting and the need for strengthening Israel inter-

nall1 bf arousing strong nationalist feelings, there are expressions of 

friendship toward some nations. 

During Saul ' s attaclc on Ama1ek, be first warned tbe Kenites to leave 

so that no harm would come to them. I srael, then, remembered not only the 

he.rm done to her by other nations which bad to be repaid with puniBbment, 

bit also remembered the good done to ber which had to be repaid with good: 

.?nll l,., p?DY ,,y 1Y ?ix~ Xl', 
,,, iio ,,, 'l'pn 7K ?iKo 1D K•i 

nn • wr nnxi iby 1oox 10 •p?Dy 1ino 
0 •1100 oni? YJ ?xiw• 'll ?J oy i on 

p?D Y 1ino •J• p io•i 

(I Sam. 15: 5-6). 

The attitudes here toward the K.enites and Amalek are based on practi cal 

considerations; these practical considerations also formed part of tha moral 

system of Israel in her search for peace and security . 

It is possible that the migration of David and his parents to Moab to 

escape Saul indicate that friendly ralations existed between the Yoabites 

and Israelites. 

David also migrated to Gath in the land of the PhillsUnes: 

inx 01' noox nny iJ? 7 ~ ,,, io x•i 
o?OK D?D n 'J J1D •? l'K ?ixo 1 'J 

•) \ pl? ?iKv 'JDD ~ r. iJi o•no?o T1K ?x 
. i i •o • nb?ol i ?xi o• ?iJJ 7J J ii y 

1 WK O'K niKD ~o Kin 1J Y'1 ,,, op•i 
,,, l O'' .nl 1 ?0 ,,, D ll W'J K ?x io y 
,,, in•Ji O' K 1'0J K1 Ki n nlJ W'JK DY 

,,l•: Ki n• 7KY1t•n OYJ' OK i• o J ·n~ i 
niJ ' l 7 iKo7 i1•i .n•?o1Jn ?Jl nt K 

i op J? ,, , 901• x? i n1 , ,, 

(I Sam. 27: 1-4). 

These migrations by David to Gath do not at all indicate friendly re-

lations between Israel and the Philistines. 



- 48 -

David was granted refuge in Philietia at this time because he was an 

enemy of Saul and a refugee from Israel's king. 

Two passages or extreme importance appear and remil:1d us that Israel is 

God's people, and that God and Israel are almost synonymous in relationship 

with other nations. 
1D IC7 iD' C'1D'i1 C' , JKi1 ? IC iii 1DK'i 

lvi Goliath) rue i1:>' i t x "' 'at? i1 t7Y " ilD 
?ic1b" 7;tc i1:>1n 1' 0i1 1 r?n ' mP?:>il 

C'i17 K n1:i1'c '1 1" '=> i1 Til 7i'i1 "nti?:>il 'D ':l 
(I Sam. 17:26). C"'n 

' n10i11 l'Ii:li11 "1") il1il' l1lb' i1Ti1 D1'il 
C ' n~ ?:> ilJ nc il :> ' nn J1 1 ' 7YD l ~1C 1 nK 

,,,,, f11Cil n'n71 C'C ii '1,,7 i1Til : 1 ' i1 
.7~1 0 '7 C'il7K ~ , ') T1K~ ?:i ,y,,, Y11Ci1 7:i 

Y' ~ ' il' n'Jn)1 )1n:i IC? ' :> iltil ?i1 p il ?:i ,,,,, 
. iJ1') c:inK tnJ1 ilcn?cn i1ii1'7 ':J i1 1 i1 ' 

(I Sam. 17; 46-47) . 

It is clear that one function of tbe nations le t<l• witness the deeds 

of God. As a result, they realize His greatness and the1 power of Israel 

through Him, thus they wi.ll fear Israel and leave her 1.IJ1 peace. 

B. 

~ith the kingdom established locally in the hands of David there ie no 

recognizable chaoge in Israel's attitude toward the nations. Disregard of 

the nations continues as a parallel to Israel• s own need for sel.f - preserva-

tion and expansion. David expanded his borders at tbe •axpense of J ebus, 

Philistia, Moab, etc.; this shows an imperialistic trend , 

In a prayer offered by David there is a clear expression of Israel's 

1.mperiaJ.1etic attitude. David is described as •who is Jlcing of Israel, head 

of the nations•i 
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.C111 1 l OD D 
. ' S LJ ' 1 11 'il? K D1'i 

· ' 'nnn 'DS' "T'1D1 

'D Y ')'1D 'J ~?gni 

.'J"l.:lY " '11Y"1' I\? CY 
,7 1 PM)ll' 1)J 'J.:l 

i1ln'i i ? ), 1 )J "J) 

•ii1 i 11l i n in • ' " 
'7 nDp :i 1nln ?Kn 

'lDD 1 f n 'D p D1 ')' KD 'K'l1D "o 
. 'l7'l1l O' OD M 

(II Sam. 22: 44--49) . 

Tied to this nationalistic attitude, which under David became imperi-

alistic, is the attitude which considers the nations as being subject to t be 

control of the Lo?'d, God of Israelt 

c •n~?~ ?K il?YKn 10 K? ni n•.:i 1i1 ? Kr • i 
il? Y 111 ?K i1 1 n ' 1 DK'1 '"T' l OJllllil 

1"1'l n 'n~?g n nx tnK tn:i • ) 

(II Sam. 5:19; also I Chron. 14:10, 12-lS; Il Sam. 7:1, 17:10; 
I Cbron. 17: 21- 22) . 

Ther e is further il•dication that Israel's imperialist attitude parti-

ally stems f r om her s trong desire for peace and security. 

?) n~ i1 111) 1\ 1 /l)?il 1 r x ?).:l 1D 9 il ' il Ki 

00) ?111 OU 1 ? '11UY1 1"J~D 1'.:l ' N 
1'11 POl1 ?G1 0 •? ' DY? c i r o '11001 . f 1K.:l 10K O ' ?iln 

n? i r 'J J i g •o • r. ?i ,,, ll1' K?i ,, nnn l ) t? i 

'n'il 1 WK 01'il 10?1 .nl1 ~ K 1J 1 : K) ini:iy? 
1".:l" I\ ?:>D ,, '1ln'Ji11 ?lt1tP 'D Y ? •. o • o gt? 

ni n • i? il ~Y ' n '.:i ') n in' i? , ., ,n , 

(II Sam. 7:9-11) . 

Israel' s practical politics demanded fri endly relations and a frienc:ily 

Pttitude t owara certain nations: 

O't1 K 'lY1 ,, , ?x O ':> K?D 1I i?o c ; • n n?w •i 
i11 ? n •J 1lJ'1 1• p lJK ' Uini fY • wi ni 
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(II Sam. Sill; See also 8: 9-10, 10-2) . 

There were •friendly relations• with the ~iJteonites also, which served 

se an excuse for political murder: 

nJo • i nx nl o D 'J ~ c ?c , ,, 'O' J l Y1 •n,, 
?11\v ?K n i n• 1DK'1 nin• 'JD nK , ,, wpl' 1 

K1p'1 .o•J : J 1n ~~ n •on icK ?Y 0•01n n 'J ?x i 
?x10 ' ' l)D x? O'JYJln1 on•?K 1DK'1 C'J Yll ? 1?o n 

on? 1Ylvl ? xi o ' 'll1 '1DKn in ' D or. 'J non 
. n11n•1 ?xio' 'lJ ? i nxl p l onJn? ?ixa wpl'1 
1DJX nDJ1 OJ? noYK no D'l YJ l n 7K ,,, 1DX'1 

'' l ' K O'lYJln i? 11DK '1 .nin ' n?nJ nK 1J1l1 
n• on? o •x 1J ? 1•x1 in'J c yi ?ixo oy J nti ~O J 

11CK '1 .OJ? tt OYK 0 '1bK onK no 1DK ' 1 ?xio•J 
1l1DC ) 1l7 nt 1 1tK 1 1l7J 1CK v' X• 17on ?K 
o• ~ Jl\ n:> J , i l ? 11u • .?r. i tP ?::i1 ? JJ ~:I ' l" no 
nin• i • nJ ?i x~ ny: 1: nin• ? 011 >r 1n1 1' l J D 

n cJ•oo ? , 1?n ~ ?on'1 . tnx •J x 1?on 1DK'1 
onl• J i~x ni n ' n YJ v ?~ 71K- • : 1nJ1 n• l l 

•J r nK 1?Dn nr •1 .? 1KO l 1n1 1n • l ' l 1 111 l'l 
nxi 'J D1 x nY. ?i xv? ni ?• i r x n• K nJ nDl , ' l: 

n17• 1 ~6 ? i Ku nJ ?J•o 'lJ no~n n xi nwl DD 
o'J YJln i'J 01 n •1 . • n? non • ?11J l l 7x ' 11y? 

oni i n' o•ny::i ~ 179'1 ni n• 'J D? inJ DY'P'1 
0 1 1YP 1':IF n? nn O'l 1CX1 l 1'lf ' D'l inon 

(Il Sam. 2lt 1- 9). 

Fear and hatred for the Philistines, which filled all I s rael, did not 

pr~ent David fr~m utilizing Ittai f rOlll Gath as a leader during battle. 

This can clearly be considered as an atti tude toward one person who had 

shotm great loyalty toward David and not as an attitude applicable t o 

Philistines generally. It should be noted that tbere is no incii.cation here 

of Ittai having 1:.aoo converted to belief in Israel's God: 

~·H ). ' " r~ ., , ~,, , ,- 1,~ "''''" ,,,.1 -- ~,, ''f ,,r. ,, 
J. ft i 't- l"'c,.l.c-,J t ~le/• 'M ~ '/'J !J- 'l;a'6 1yJ;I< 

I'~ k l1c. ""'' '"/# ti< (dtv;) '~" '' '.,)\~ , ) 
• (II Sam . . ... 

I'~,.,,~ ~/( 

The above i nterpretation ' also applies to tb9 Cberetbitea and Pelethites 
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who fought in David' s army. These foreign mercenaries could undoubtedly be 

t t'll8ted to fight the non-Iara.elites and any I sraelites t hat might arise 

aeainst the established order. 

Y, '1i1' ll il'J:ii ?K1 C, Kllil ?' ?~ lK1'i 
'n'?~n ?yi ,,,il ?r 

(II Sam. 20: 25; Sea also 20:7; 15:18-22; 25: 24-57). 

c. 

Solomon, David 's son, ruled the Israelite Fhpire after David's death. 

The Empire now enjoyed central1Zed government and a vast territory as a re­

sult of the policies of David. Sol omon strengthened the Empire through 

marriage alliancAs snd augmented its centralization through changes in r e-

llgious practice. Be embarked on a large building program and developed 

the country as an important commercial s t.ate; Israel was brought into con-

taot with many nations. 

As king of Israel, Solomon ruled axr empire consisting of many peoples 

( {££,. I Ki. 5:1 ff) . 

It is important to note that tuough many foreigners helped build 

Solomon' s Temple in Jerusalm ( I K.1 . 5:32), and though there were many for-

eign dignitaries and for eign royal personages in the cow1try, there is no 

mention of any foreigner being pr esent at the dedicati on of the Temple, or 

at the feast folloWing the dedication: 

' Dx1 ?l nK 1 ?xi~ , 'J PT nx ~o ? c ?nr' Tl\ 

0?1:"11" ilo ? c i?o~ ?x ?1t 1C ' •J:i? nDKil "K' C' l nH>Dil 
.,,,l K' il ,,, 1'~D i11il' ~ .. ,, l1 1 K nK ni7yn' 
O" l nKil n1"J ?~1 C " tl 'K ?:i ilD'? t:" i7nil?l\ i'; ;ip'1 

7K1 0 " 'J P T ?:i HD.,, . 'll'l v il , ,n il ;n;i lOJ 
il , il, J11 K n)( ,,,,, ·l 11 l\il n~ O" J ilJil 1K0 '1 

,7,,, 7i1K l ioK 01pn '?J ? :i ~ Ki ,,,D ?n)( n xi 

?l\1ti" 1ny ?:ii no?l 17nn i .o•i?ni c ' Jil :>il onr 
1 P J1 l Kl O"nl TD 1i 1Ki1 'J ~ ? inK , , ,, C"1Y13i1 
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JllC O"liDil 1Kl"l . :l1D 1lD" 1t?1 '1 1DD" x? 10 K 
o ip ?x n • :iil ,.,:i, ?1t i 1:> 1r n ?x il 'l il' n"1l llix 

D"l1 1lil ,gl::i nnn ?K O" W1 p i1 

(I Ki. 8: 1-6; See also II Chr on . 5:1- 7; I Ki. 6: 22; ll Cbron. 
6:12; I Ki . 8:65, II Chron. 7:8). 

Solomon's remarks are nationalistic, indicating the primacy of tbe ne-

tion ' s capital city in t.he eyes of God. There is no reference to t be na-

tions, uo concern for 811Y nation, but I s r ael. 

Solomon finally mentions foreigners in his prayer: 

K'lil ? xi~• lb Y~ K? 1 0 K '> 1l l il ?it Ol1 
nx ?Ht>tf" 'l • lDC l YD? i1p1n1 f1Ktl IC:l 1 

il"'IDlil l Y1Tl il p Tnil , ,, nx i ? 11l i1 lt> O 
O"D~ il YD~n ilnG .il Til n'~il ?x ??Dni11 Kl1 

"1llil ,,.,K K1 p " 1 ~K ?:i::i n" W¥ 1 in:i~ lllD 
i nit il ~, ,., 1n ~ n K '\'1Kil "D ~ ?:i l,,,, lYD? 

ilTil n'lil ?y K1 PJ l DC '>l ny i ?i ?xi o, l DY= 

'n"Jl i t1< 

(I Ki. 8:41-4~; Parallel passage in II Obron.6: 24-25). 

He begs that the prayers of aliens be granted "that the stranger may know 

T~ name, and fear Thee" . . . and that they may know that Thy name is 

called upon the house which I built.' Solomon ' s request is not universa-

listi c; on t he contrary, it is to grant Israel's security. A stranger 

real.i?.1.~g the greatness and power of Israel's God through personal experi­

ence is not likely to attack or harass Israel. The emphasis is in the part 

of the statement, "they ms;r know that Thy name is called upon the house 

'111.icb I have built . " 

In the account of the dedicat ion in l Kings, there is a passage indica-

t i ve of Israel'e attitude that t he nations are not, whereas Israel is , God's 

1nheri t ance: 
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1K'! 1i1l ,,l, il CD ,.l ni ::i , i r 1t ::> 
iliil• • l,K o • ,10 0 il•n ::i1t n r. 

(I Ki . 8:53). 

The nations are indicated as tools of God: 

1Con• it? ,~ It 01 1t l ' li •::i 1 ? i1ton• '::> 
on•::i o 01::i o 1 ::i•i1t 'lD? onnJ1 o ::i nDJ1ti 

il::iiir i it i1pin1 ::i•i n r i1t 7r. 

(I Ki. 8146; .£!. II Cbron. 6:36). 

As part or the overall picture of Israel's relationship to tb.e nations. 

Solomon is described as enslaving foreianers: 

'1 lt 1 t:" " O.!ni•i 01lt H1l'1 i i:> ' lt O"lt i ::i• "I 
.o• t' 1D1 010 ?y o, K i?o ,,~ l :l o?o•i 
::i::iin n1t 1 oioil nK 1•1 ?K, ~ ' i?o K1 •i 

7K K'll il ~l'1 .i1?1,l il::>D O,K:l i1~i11 

ili<ii :-iii p t nnn i? i? ioit•, 71ti e1' i?o 
i17Y D1K 1 70 ill C il n::i11?1n? . , ilOYn i p 1t n R , ,,,, 

(I Jti. 9t20-22; See II Chron . 8:29). 

Emphasis is placed upon r estrictions applied to foreign women so tb.at even 

Solomon himself moved b.is Egyptian wife out of the Holy City (holy, because 

it is the city chosen by God for His nam6 (II Chron. 61 5-6): 

11'::17 , , , , • YD i1D7 v i17 S' i1 i1 Y1 D n:i n x , 
n•::i::i •7 il ~lt :i on It ? ib ~ •::> il? ~ l:l i ~x 

c ;i•? K i1 Kl iox i1D i1 v,p •::> ?xio • 1?0 ,,, 

i1, i1 • l ,, It (II Chron. 8:l.l). 

The attitude toward marrying roreign women becomes clear from the roi-

lowing: 
• .. • • i111~ n::i nxi n i::ii n i• i ::>l o • o J lillt no ? o i ?oili 

11C:ln K? ?1tio• 'll ?it ;,, ;i . iDK , t'lC D' U il Tt> 
•in x o ::i :i ::i? n it io• l :llt o::>::i i 1t ::i• 1t? c ni oil:i 

c ', n i: i: • i17 it • in K , ::i ::i 7 n 1; 1 o i1 1• 1!7 l ••• o i1•:i7 K 
••• 1•::i 1t ,,,, Jl~::> i•i1 7K i11i1' OY o?o 1 l l? il'il 1t?i 

il ~P t=>i ••• lK"ID TP~ 010::>? i1Dl i1D7o illl' rx 
.1n• i1 ? 1t ? n i n :i toi n ii•op o ni',::>l il i• o l ?::>? 
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ore i:i:i7 :i bl '::> :io7w:i ni ;p 'Jl Kn', 
• • • ?K1v' ':t7K :t1 il ' 

10Y nxt :in•n i oK TY' no?o7 nin' 1D K' i 
1•?y •n•is i~ x •npni 'n•1:i n1o r 1<?1 

.11:iy? n• rn l i 1 •?10 n:>?o o:i nK Y1 r K 11r 
1l:l 1 '0 1'::11( iii JYb7 :tl WY K K7 1'D':l 1} 
in x 1:1:io 11px K7 :i:>7oon 7:> nx p1 .;i:i11 px 

i wK o • ?t711' po?i •i:iy i11 1107 1n? 1nx 
' nin.:i (I Ki. llsl-15). 

In punishing Solomon and Israel, God employed the nationB~ 

•01Kn ,,n nK no?o? 11:1u nin• op•i 

(I li . ll.:14). 
01 1x:i xi:i 1?on 11 ro 

Y1'7K 1:i 11 11 nK 100 i ? o•n?K op'1 
Pl1K i1:lH 170 1TY11il JI KD ni:i 1t'I( 

{I Ki. 11:211). 

Israel was not blind, howe'fer, to the value of friendship with its 

oiegbbors. Israel was an l!)llpire in 'Which there was an expanding econOlllY. 

Solomon, as I s rael 1 s king, therefore concluded alliances 1d th 0th.er powers 

through marriage; but these alliances did not spel1 out a general foreigll 

policy for the be.sir. attitude did not change toward the nations. Indeed, 

the nations to which Solomon extended friendship, were be.friended so as to 

keep thm in his sphere of influences 

needes 

np•i D'iso 1?0 i1Y1 ~ n ~ :io?c 1nnn•i 
in?:> , ~ ,,, , ,, ?x i1K ':i•? nyig n :i nx 
noin nxi ni:t' n':> nxi in•:i nK n i:i? l 

.:i• :i 0 0 ? t , , , 
(I Ki . ~:l; See also 

5:15-52 , 7: 15-14; 9: 11-14; Chron. 10.). 

In this way Solomon satisfied Israel ' s political, economic and social 

1Jg1 n nn O' K no:i ? ?l\1c •i ni in• Jc" i 
no?o 'D' ?:i Y~\11 1K) 1Yi 110 i n lxn nnn i 

(I Ki. 10&25). 



Chapter VI 

THE DIVIDED MONARCHY &~D THE PROPHETS 

TO THE DEST RU CTI ON OF I SRAEL AND JUDAH ( 589 B. C. E. ) 

After the death of Solomon, who ruled the United &npire with a strong 

he.nd, the old divisions came completely to the tore . The kingdom was no• 

divided in two: the northern kingdom of Israel and the southern Kingdoa ot 

Judah . 

The first ruler of Israel, after the di.vision of the Fcnpire, was 

Jeroboao who, while Solomon still ruled, led an abortive rervolt against 

him. When Jeroboam began hl.s reign,, be substituted the wo1rehip of golden 

c&lves for the former worship. J er obon.., r e:;r cscntc1 t?:e -! .. <>rd as an in-

·.'isible figure standing O'!'l a yo1Jll8 bul. of po r! ••• 1''.e r.~r •rell lave been 

hark:L back t o ez.r 3',- ~ sraeli te t.radi t i onal practi ce ~Then : e -i'l<.ie thr. 

' cold.en calv es' • It i..s lulr<ll.;7 nccessDry to poin• out t?".at it was a 

ci~l'OU.S reviv'll , since t he taurine as :;ociations of Baal, lord 0£ heaven, 

iTere too clo;;el;r bo·:n! up wi t h the fertility cult in i ts rrw:>re insidious 

~ects to be safe. " l 

This form of' idolatry was strongly conde::med by the prophet.a of the day . 

Here we aee toe confiict of attitude in Israel; on the one h£nd, t.ne 

king encourages idolatry; and on the other, the prophets cc>ndemn the prac­

tice as <1ev-iation from the proper worehip of the Lord of Iurael. 

Jeroboam'& deecs are mentiooe<1 again and again, a.s the exuple 

l. Albrigbt, W. F., Fro:a t h e Stone A.~e to CbdetiMitr. Bal ti.are: 'lhe 
Johns Bopldrie Prese, 1946. Pp. '29-~60. 
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followed by hl.s successors in the t"o kingdoms. This .flaUDting of Isr ael ' s 

national. religion is considered evii. 

Rehobo&m, the first Icing of Jud.sh , is criticized for imitat.ing the na-

tions by building asheri.m and doing • according to al.l the abominations of 

the nnions ll"bicb the Lord drove out before t he children of Isr ael" (I Ki. 

14:22-24) and 'What was considered evil.. 

!B a r esult of the idol worshl.p performed in I sr ael , tbe Bible tells 

us, she "es to be punished by the Lord through Egypt, Bia tools 

ra · ~ n? y OY ) n1 1707 n •o•nnn nJ~:> •n•i 
nin•) i71n ') o•7o i ,, ?y D',tn i?n 

(II Chron.12t 2; See also 5, 7) . 

Abij&n ruled after Reboboam in Judah and sil!ultaneousl 7 with 

Jeroboam in Israel. 

Asa, Abijam 1 a successor, dest royed the idols, and 1n so doing, aid 

"that which was r ight.• During Asa 1 s reign in J udah, Israel unQer Baasa 

attaoked Judah; Judah received help froa Aram, with whom she had a t r eaty. 

This indicates a friendJy political relationshl.p with Ar am (I Ki. 15: 19-20). 

The attitude that the Lord bas power over the nations, end conversely 

that they are subject to His will. is expr e s sed by Asa: 

l'K nin• l DK'i i• n?K iliil~ ?K KO K K, , ., 
1J ' i1 7K nin• 1l1TY n:> J'K~ )1 1') 1 r1? 1o r 

'l~? i KOK ' JD? 0 ' 01'Jil nK i11il' ~1' 1 · · 1'7Y •:> 
D ' l?:>il 1Dl'1 i111il' (II Chron. 14:10-ll). 

Upon his a.scent to tbe throne, Baasa is said to have destr oyed the 

hou.so of Jerobo&111 as punishment for the evil. they bad committ ed. Baasa then 

proceeded to follow in tbe footsteps of Jeroboam. 

All this time, Asa continued to rule in Judah, while Israel was ruled 

by a eucoess1.on of kings; ~&dab, Baa.aha, ,El.ab, ZiJari (who ruled for seve1.1 

days), Omrl, and Ahab. 

The prophet Elijah s erved the Lord durillg the reip of Oari. El.ijah 
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is described u having perfonaed a deed of kindness toward a Sidonian. Lest 

this be thought to represent an attitude of friendstup to Sidon, it aust be 

point~ out that this deed was in payment for a kindness shown him by the 

wom8D (I Ki. 17:8-24). Further, note that Ahab is strongly criticized }U 

the Biblical writer for marrying a Sidonian woman and worabippi.ng Baal. 

During this period, Elijah is told to anoint Razael. over Aram . At 

first glance, it might be thought tbat the God of Isr ael is suddenly con­

cerned with the 1'eltare of Aram, but1 we are tolci that Hazael ls being 

anointed along with other rulers and a prophet to serve aii a tool of the 

Lord: (.,,·a. i BllJll.) 
pt7D1 i1 1l1D 1=>1:::1 1? ::IHi ,," ,,?1t iliil ., 1'0 lP i 

D?Dlil il .,il, .•• oix ?Y i?o? ?xt n nK nnoo i nK::ii 
'w'?K n ' D., xin• ::iino 

(I Ki. 19:15-17; See also II Ki. 8!12-14, 28- 29). 

?;e are further reminded that Israel viewed the nations as being sutr 

ject to the Lord whe.n th"! Bible rele.tes that t he Lord promised Ahab tbat He 

would deliver Ben- haded and tbe Ara.means into his hands (I Ki. 20:13, 26) . 

Abeb, upon conquering ttie e.oemy, showed them mercy instead of destroying tbem 

as the Lord had commanded, and in so doing he incurred the wrath of the Lord. 

There &re eevoral other passages f rom t his period which inoicate ~hat 

the nations were viewed a s being subject to tbe will of the Lord; 

i n K n i11Kil ni~7~n 7~ ? Y ni~~ in~ ~n~i 

o~~ iil., oy i on7J x?i niin' n i ::i~ Jo 

(II Chron. 17:10; See also I K.1 . 22:5-7, 12, 15-25• 7:10) . 

A!'ter Ahab, Ahaziah ruled in I s rael , while Jehoshaphat, Jeboram, and 

Ahaziati ruled 1.n Judah. 

The continued imperialism of Israel is illustrated by the fact that 
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the &nplre is Dow described as being OD the decline1 ss exemplifiEICi by the 

revolt of Moab against I s rael following the death of Ahab (II Ki. S: 4-7) . 

Israel, however, still oo_ntrolled Ed011, for we find Edom allied wi.th I:irael 

and Judah agalnet Moab. (II n . 5; 9) . 

The Lord's power over tbe cations is again the tbme of this period 

(ll u. StlB; See also II I1. 1t6-7) , and their serving a.s toolis of the Lord 

is restated (II I1. 5: 13; II Chron . 21:16). Proving the great power of the 

Lord is the intent of the deeds performed in His name by Elisha (II Ki. s, 

11 Ki. 618-25) and not to indicate a f riendly attitude toward Aram; clearly 

the intent ls so to impress Aram t hat she wi.J.l leave Israel in peace. 

It was during the reign of Jeboram that :Edom was flnally lost, indicat­

ing that Israel's imperial policies continued at least to this point. 

Jehu succeeded Jehoram (Joram) as ruler of Israel . Jehu is ,said to 

li&Ve deetr oyed t he worship of Baal in Israel. though he permitted •:>tber 

abominable pr actices . Hazael again emerges as the Lord 1 s tool of 1punish-

ment (II Ki. 10: 32- 55) . 

The rule of Judah then passed to Joasb, End the rule of Isr&.431 to 

Jehoahaz. Haza.el 18 described as being used by the Lord to punish Israel 

for ber sins (II IU. . 15: 5). 

Jeboash, Jehoahaz ' successor, is e.lso described a.s doing evDL, but 

Israel is saved from punisluoent on tlJ..; occasion by her covenant wjlth God 

(II Ki. 15:25) and is even able to take territoey from Aram (II U . 

1~1 2.5). Dut, lat.er !ram is again described as the tool of the Lord when 

she is said to have been used to punish Jeboash (ll Cbron. 24: 4'4) . 

During this time, Anaziab ruled Judah, Jeroboara II succeeded Jehoash . 

Jeroboam, though he sinned (II Ki. 14:~5-~4), regaineo much territ<>ry for 

Israel (II Ki. 24:25) . l:lerobo81111 s victori,es are attributed to God''s love 

for Isreiel end His covenant ~1th ber (ll Ki. H:26-27). 
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Uzziab then ruled in Judah. It was during bis r eign tbat Amos prophesied. 

Amos amazes the listener and reader by indicating that God is concerned with 

nations other than Israel or Judah; Amos devotes the first part of his ad-

6.ress to the recounting of the punishment of the nations (Dlilll.ascus, Ge.am, 

Tyre, Edom, Ammon , Moab) for sins committed against other nations (Amos l - i:5) . 

Though the Book of Amos begins with references to foreign nations , Amos 

is concer!led only with Israel. These introductory remarks concerning the 

foreign nations, like the similar utterances of Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel 

were intended for the ears of I srael. There is n o reason to suppose that the 

outside nations ever hetird them. Indeed, t heae sts.tements mey be aaid to con-

cero Israel, since the attitude of God therein depicted is the same as that 

asS'.l!lled by Him toward I.srael and J udah; and the affairs of Israel were so 

closely woven wi -r.h those of tne nations as to make everything concerning them 

related in some .. ·ay tu.so to Israel.1 

After this i!ltroouction, Amos proceea.s to t he more bs.sic part of bis 

prophecy - bis attack on Judah and Israel, as indicated by Verse I "The words 

of Amos • • • which be saw con~·erning I srael • . . ": 

This at titude of concern for Israel is verified by a later stc.tement in-

<iicatiog tbst God knew only Israel of al.l the nations: 

OJ'7Y ip9~ lJ ?¥ noixn n1n9~o 7Jo ,~ ; ,, oJnK pi 
OJ' n uu 111\ (A:nos3: 2) . 

T!iere.fore, l srael, who should act morall7, io being punished ror her wicked-

ness . 

knos t h en asks : 

1 11~~ inJ :'nolni 11'?J C'J lKvn ~1n 

.~xi~, n ~l en? 1Kl1 c'il~ n'~Ki 'Jr l 
,,,, nli non o~o 1J?i iK11 nl?~ iil~ 

1 a.,.... ,.. R •- d H a. (ICC) ,le"' York: Cnarles Scribner's Sons, • ii-..:!'er, ,,. • ewos an ose • 
1aos. P. s. 
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cK n?xn niJ?oon lD O':l1bn O'no ?g ml 
oJ?llD o? i:il :n 

(Acios 6: 1-~} . 

The seaseis, are the cities juet men~ioned (Amos 1- 2:3) f airer than the king­

dom of Israel and J udah? No; tor God has so puni shed t hem that they are re­

duced in size. How grateful , ther efore, are you, in view 01f all th&t God 

bas done for you above your fellows . The c;uestion is answe1red affi rmatively 

by so1:1e. Yes ; there1'or e bow fool i sh it is of you to remai.Jl1 careless , having 

seen the downfall of people more powerful. t han yourselves . 1· 

A:nos see:ns to describe God as l ovin6 the Philistines and Ethiopia and 

Aram as well as I s r ael: 

?xio' ' l:l ' ' onx O''~J ' J:iJ r i ~n 
rixD ' n ' ?Yn ?xia ' n K ~ i? n ni n' ~ K l 

i' ro o i Ki iin9JD o ~n ~ ?9 i o',10 

(!.-nos 9 : 7) . 

Segal interprets this passage as meaning t nat IsraelJ, woe.a she sins, 

i s like all other nations 1n God ' s eyes . Therefor e , Israel cannot be sure 

that God will not puni sh her. 2 

Immedil\tely we see that God doe s not love the Pnilis1:.ines and Etniopa 

as lie does lsrllel , for we are t old of the great future of Jlsrael at the ex­

pense of these natione. Thus, Segal ' s interpretation of the above passage 

is verified: 

n?Dln ,,, , nJo n~ D'P X Ki nn _,,:i 
n'n'J:ii D'PK i' noin i yn'l1D nx 'nii1i 

oiix n'i~ ni , ~,,, TYD? . o?i ~ ' D' J 
nin' OKl on '?Y 'DW K1~l , ~~ D'i ln ,,, 

n10 nt"' 

(Antos 9111-12). 

l . Ibid. P. 145. 

2. Segal, u. z. Sh'neW Asar. Tel-Aviv: D'vir, f,707 . P. ·40. 
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After Jeroboam II, tbe follonag rings, all of whom are said to bave 

departed f r om the path of the Lord of Israel, ruled: Zechariah , Shul.lem, 

~e.,ahem, Perahleh, Pekah, Hoshea. 

The fall of Israel came as a result of her sins . During this period 

and until the fall of I srael in 721 s.c.&., Uzziah, Jothan, Abaz and 

Het ekiah ruled in J udah . It is during the reign of these four kings t bat 

~any of the l i terar1 prophets were active. 

~icab prophesied approximately during the periods of J ot han, Ahaz, and 

Hezekiah . lie was strong in the denunciation of the nations and in his de-

mano.in~ of t hei r des t ruction. He declared i n more compl ete fo rm than Isaiah 

(ts. 2: 1- 4) Judah 1 s e..1.:n of future glory. He does not demand t he conversion 

of t he nations to a belie f in I srael 1 s God, but their servitude to J udah: 

11'.Jl i11 i1 ' n " l , i1 i1 ' i1' o•c • n n•,n ~ l n•ni 
. ~ • Oy i • ? y ,, i1 l1 n 1YjlD x i i1 KOli O', i1 i1 OK, l 
;n n• , n ?1< n? ;si J1 1:J? ,,o :n CPl, !2'11 i:i?n1 

n:i?J1 i•:i,, o il,,,, l pY• •n?K n 'l ?Ki 
.0?~ 1, • o nin • ,l,, n, i n xsn 11 • so ,, i•nin, Kl 

, , o • oss c •11 ? n•,in i o•:i i : • oy l "l 090 1 
ni,oto? on•nn •J n1 o•nx? on•n~1n in~:i 1 p 1n1 

ii y 11 10?• x?i :iin • i1 ?x •11 ixo• x? 
pin i n:i<n nnni il.:>l nnn 1'7 ' <' l:I E'' 1 .non?r: 

O' DYi1 ,, .. , , ,), n 1Kl! i1 1i1 ' · ~ •:i ,,,no 
i11 i1' ot J 1?l il nJK1 i• n?x CQj r •x i:i? • 

,,,,,, c ?i y7 iJ•n ? x 
?11l o • ~ K 1l,p ' ' l l 'I n:i • u 11i •oip 
o • :ii o•o y ni p ' 1i11 n ~in J o •~K i • no1si 

'!',Kil ?:i f'1 X? o?• n1 OY!:l i1,i1'? • no,n n1 

(Micah 4:1-19) . 
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As a more specific exemple of tbe hope for future glory and revenge, 

the destruction of Assyria is discusaed and is accompanied by a de:nand for 

revenge against the en9111 (tilicah. Chron. 5) . 

At approxinately this time, possibly during the reign of .Ahaz, Obadiah 

prophesied against Edom. In his pr ophecies, we see an oxtremel;y unfriendly 

attitude toward the nations: Edom acted treacherously to Judah at the time 

of the fall of J eruse.18.11 and was to be punishea by her destruct,i.on: 1 

">i ~,,,.,I i>l;>'-f/'J ._,,,_, fl'? f,J ,.> · · · ,, •1~-, nl11' 
f" '..i- f''''~ l./\f\I • l6"'t}I)# ,,J~J'I f111tAr 11,..u~h 
('Aft D~ h~ • J(1,rt lfl~ '),1.-.' b'/c }'>~ 1 J ~"' r 

., ,, ,-1 .• .. r ftiI ~'~JI ''"',a / •.a.A ;•,1~, 
) ~"' > '.,) , • .,,, 0 1 ,, ,'\' 1'l, ,l c, f II ~',>_A I,,, 
~O/I .).'>/~/c )/' ''-/\'tl , >',J/ .,/,J'~)~N_/\/c 

• • • f1I~1t1 f,)~ li'S~t t,,r ft,'"f J.';>t , . .,~,1 

(Ot>&di&h 1:1-lt!). 

This propuecy against EOom has been a result of Edom joining the at-

tack on Judah initiated in Israel (II Chron . 28:5, 17). 

Hosea, who prophecied during the reign of kings u ~ ziah, Jotham, Ahaz, 

litld Hezekiah, foretold Israel• s doo!ll {which v.as to be ber punishwent) fot' 

having whored af'ter other gods. The prophet Hosea was concerned only with 

Israel; tn~ only allusions to nations found in the Book ore those v.ruch in-

C1ic~te that the nations are subject to God's will, a.ad tJ1ose inU.icating that 

the nations may be used as God 1 s tool , as for example: 

r 1•1c. .i P'~ f ,l 'G-t It) O/c./ (Israel) f 'lo/c/ 1}\llc~ 

f' )\ J' t' '../\(I I (nooea 10:10; See liosea 
9: 3, 17; 11: 5). 

l. BeTrer, Julius A. The Sook of the Twelve Prophets, (Vol. II. ) i~ew '.for k: 
Harper & Brothers, 1949. P. 67. 
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ls&J.ah, one of the other prophets who delivered bis message during the 

reign of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, expressed bis attitude toward 

the cations almost at the outset of his words in the famous "in the end of 

days~ passa.ge, which is usua1ly interpreted as showing sincere CQllcern for 

the nations: 

. o'7o i•'i niin' 7Y TlDK 1) in• yo• ntn i ox 1)1o 
0K1J nin' n'J in n•n' J1Jl O'o• n n•in~J n•ni 
1J?ni .o'1ln 7J i•7x iinli niyJlD Kvli o• inn 
n') 7~ nin• in 7~ n7Yli lJ7 i10K1 O'), o 'o: 

ll'XD ') i•nn1K) ttJ7J1 ,,J,1D iJ11'1 JPY' •n?K 
0 •11n l 'J o~oi .o7~ii•o ni n•1J11 niin Kxn 

on•nin•Jn i o•nx7 on1J1n i nnJi O'J1 c•oy7 n•Jini 
,,, 1107• K71 J1n • 11 ?K •11 xo• K7 n11oto7 

nDn 7t> 

(ls. 2:1-4) . 

lrut in 1:1, we are t.ola t.hat t.lle vision of lsaiah concerns Judah and 

Jerusalen: 
n11n• ? y nTn i vx rioK ll in • yo • 11rn 

n ii~· 'J7D in•ptn• tnK oni• in•t y ' O'J 0•?~ 11•1 

(Is. 1 :1). 

The conflict between verse l:l which indicates t hat lsa.i.8.b propoesied 

concerning Judah &nd Jerusalem and verses 2:1-4 when interpreted as a unive~sal 

or intern11tionsllst expression grows in scope with the study ot later pas­

sages YOhich are nationalistic iD character. The text of Isaiah 2s1-4, when 

11tudied in the context of the remaining portions of tbe Book, does not indi­

cate religious equality of the Nations with Israel: but r ather Israel' s 

dominance over the nations that she may be secure and live in peace and glory. 

The text of Isaiah l:l-4 indicates thet the nations will s tre&m to 
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Cc& t::-u., ~cll Fl"O~ COl!lea ~ tAi~ s:sate $0"t...""¢<i u t b.e p.i.3~• utbi$?' .. 
0)1"'.$!.C~~ti.:ll . ~ !lap!' t"o;:- Isrs~ I s eot'"1:;..::i.ess over 1"..ll@ :u.Uc.ns l.S laarl~ 

ex;::'E'.S.3eC !:: ~'9 S!.~~ passage Se., 11.!»v-e, ?• ' ', for &a~9d ~~. 

:i:s . ~ : o) . 

= ~ ro ix7~ 'J J r ~ · ~ · ~ ior ~nvcJ 'J 
lF~~ ~· w• ~l •i; • J 1 c• ~?~J o' l l 7 

' s ;r:es~te<i a.s Jur:iging a:aong tile peoples; 
c ~ : r •1? i~si ~ , ~. :1~ J~ J 

ls . 5:15). 

Toi& p&.s5af';e ::ius~ , ht 11ever, be r 8llder ed d.it't'erantJ.y , t'or thcl t.an of 

Isaiah :1: 12 reads •m1 people0 trice, and ver s e fourteon re&ds •d th t.b• o.l'11n•• 

of His people. " l'e must conclude t hat verse t.b.irteen &loo 1·eters t.o l s raal 

or read "His people" in the singular . f"urt.he.r evidence for this 1·c1nlier1ng of 

the text is found in the LXX. 1 l'hus , t-hl.s 1passa&o expresaas Uoe n11·tiil)nllli :i t 

sentiment r et hel" than f eeling for the oa tio1ns. 

fie have been t-:>ld by the prophet that Isr ael (J uoab) 11118 ainn!IJ And 

nu be puni shed. The tool for this punishlnent rlll be t.he n'\t.lM IU 

l . 

il :r p l:l i? pi • i p inil:l o • u? t> l l<t Jl 

•• • KlJ ' ?r il1~D ilJill f1K il 

Box, G. H. The Book of Isaiah. 
1908. P. 57. 

London: :>1r ls8ac l'i t.ailin 6c 0>0ncs , J.t.d . , 
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tnK', onl', D'1' Djj lK ~ , K'J?j ,, nlKW 
••• 7'lD l ' K1 0'7E '1 ~1 0 

(Is. 5:26-29; See Is. 8:5-10; 10:5-6). 

Though Judah recognized its attackers as tools of God, Assyria, the 

tool, did not view itself as God's tool and thus will bo punished: 

1i'1 1nJ inoYD ;, nK 'l1K YlJ' '' n'ni 
110K 1 7D JJ? 711 '19 ?y 1pDK c ? U1'J 1 
,,, "'J 1DK '' .1'l' Y 0 11 n 1KDn ;,, 

O'DY n i?Jl 1'0K1 ' nlJl ,, 'nDjnJi 'n'WY 
D'J 0 1' 1'JKJ i'11 x i 'nwi w on'n1,'n'i 

(Is. 10:12-13; See also Is. 30:31; 51:6-9). 

Though Judah is punished, it is not the end for h~ctr: Isaiah paints a 

picture of her future glories. Included in the descrip1~ion of these glories 

is the destruction of the Philistines, Edom, (See also :ts. 54) , Moab, etc.: 

D'D ' Ol? iD Y 1 0K , ~ , 0 1 ~ xinn 0 1'J n'n1 
n'ni . iiJ' 1nnlD nn'n 1 10 11' 0 '11 i' ?K 
nK nil p? 11' n' l W 'l1K ~'01' Kinn o i'J 
011nDD1 0 '11DD 1 11 0KD 1K W' 1 WK ,D, 1KW 

. o'n ''KD1 nD nD i 1,l OD 1 07 ' YD 1 W1jD1 
n11Dl1 7K1 0 ' 'Mil ~OK 1 0 '1l7 Ol K ~l1 

ntlp nioi .r1Kn n i DJj ,J,KD fJP' n1in' 
Kl p' K? D'1DK ini'' n11 n ' '1111 0 '1D K 
'I D, , .D'1D K IHt 11' K7 n,,n,, n11i1' nlC 
oi p 'lJ nx itJ' ,1 " ' nD' o'nw?g ~n'J 

. onYD WD l, D, 'l J 'I 01' ni?wo J KiD i 011K 
,,, ~ 'J n i 0 '110 o' 11 0? n K nin' 0 '1n n 1 

o'?nl nyJ w? in ,n i i n ii D'YJ inl n ; , 
1wK i D' ixw? n?oD nn'ni .o'?YlJ 1'1ini 
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oi~l ?Kio~ ? nn'n iWK) i i 0KD iKw~ 

o~iso ~lCD ii1?y 

(Is . 11:10-16). 

Isaiah, in fine poetry, foretells the destruction of Babylon, the de­

structi on or the haughty. I saiah offers no s;yapat.by, no pity. Babylon, he 

says, is to be destroyed by the Lord through the Mades. Israel will. rule 

those who oppressed her, specifically menti~oed, 1.n addition to Babylon, are 

the Philietinea {Is . 15, 14). 

Isaiah goes on to tell of Egypt' s destruction by civil war; its fear 

of Judah, and her servitude to Judah. There will. be cities who speak the 

language of canaan and swear to the God of hosts (Is. 19:18-19) . Even when 

the Lord says t hat He will send Egypt a saviour and lie s aysz 11.ID.essed be 

Egypt my people, and Assyria the work of lly hands, and Isryl Mx inheritance", 

Israel rates highest; Hib concern is for Isr ael ' s security and honor. l s-

rael is His inheritance, the others merely works of His bands and His peo-

ple. Indeed, Assyria and Egypt will be subservient to Israel through their 

allegiance to the God of I srael, t hus 11.aking secure the position of I srael 

and her God in t he world of the migbt7 nations (Is . 19) . 
Arabia, it is said, will fall , for t heu.'3 has the God of Israel 

spol:cn (I s . 21) . And 'i.'.yre 

will be destroyE:d as part of• God"'s p 1an to destroy t he 
haughty · · ' - .. ~ (See Is. 23} . 

Indeed, the entire world wil.l. be destroyed , for its wickedness. Israel 

shall reign in the wor ld, for the Lord of Israe1 will reign in Mount Zion 

and 1.n Jerusalem and before !Us el<1ers (Israel) shall be glory& 
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iino n? i Yni nn9n ?K ?o, in9 n ? i po oln n'ni 
i o11'1 inno l oiioo niliK '' nol ,,,, nnon 

n1 1 19nn 11 0 y1xn n1111nn n11 · T1K ,, o io 
11,ol f1X Ylln Yi l . y 1K nooion n 010 y1K · 

K? i n?o Ji n100 n'?Y 1lJ1 nl1 ?0J n1i1Jnn i 
?y nin' i po' xinn Ol 'J n ' n i . o i p ~'on 

.nD1Kn ,, nD1Kn ,,,D ,,, 011DJ oiion KJS 
1100 ?y 111 0 1 11J 7y 1' 0 K nOOK 100Ki 

non n n01Ji n JJ? n n1oni .l1po' D'D' l 1D i 
i1J1 0 ? 0 11'J1 ti't i n l nixls nin' i?o '' 

1'1ll Pl p t 

(ls. 24:18-25) . 

The intent of t he destruction of the nation& is to avenge I s r ael's suf-

fering at t hei r bands and to make her recompense. Thus, we s ee, tbat th1a 

destruction is a consequence of God's l ove for Israel and Bia concern for her 

welfare. 

All this destruct.ion is possible because of the power the Lord has over 

the nations {See above}& 
iiwx nlnbJ n,,, nin' 1 K7D xs'i 

i pl l 10'Jo '1 ~?K nwoni o' J10~ i nKo 
O'nD 0 '110 o?J nlni 

(Is. 57156) . 

The fact tb&t the nations fear Goa, whose great deeds they witness, ex-

plains the intent of tbe dea.od& on the nations that t be7 witness the deeds 

of the God of Ierael: 
11'D iJY' o in iJ'n?x ni n ' nn1i 

11J7 nin' :11ut ' ' y1x;i nn?oo ?J ,,,,, 

(Is . 57:20; See also 
55:12; 12:4-5). 

Another collection of pr ophecies dat ing f roa this period is that 

of Zechariah 9-14. 
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The collection tells us of God1s redemption of lsrattl, and t.be future 

destruction of Hadnach, Damascus, Hamath, Tyre, Zidon, A8s)'ria, Egypt, and 

the enemiee of Jel"\lllalem, including those that He used as His tools in 

punishing Jerusalem (See Zech. 9; l0c9-l2, 12:2-4, 9; 14:1-4). 

The lcings who ruled during the period of these prophecies are men­

tioned brieny in Second Kings . There ia no mention of the nations with 

reference to the reign of Uzsiah (A.zariah). With referenete to Jothem ' s 

reign, it is said only that the nations are the tool of the Lord: 

1'?1 ni in•J n•?~n? nin• ?nn onn o,O'J 
(n n. uV~?f?, p npe niti 0"11t 1?0 

And with rererence to Ahaz, thet'e is an expression of the view that 

the practices of the nations are aboainations: 

tnK 1?0 in• ?o., ll npD? n1 w n"1 CJ JJ~ nl0J 
1J7DJ tn K nl 0 o•., 01 ll .ni in• 1?0 oni• t J 

1 w•n nay K?i o?wii•J 170 nl 0 ni ay u~i 
•::>7o ,,,J 1?,, .1'lK 111::> i•n?K nin• 'l'JJ 

o•i1n niJJ n::> vKJ 1•J1 n 1JJ nK 011 ?Ki t • 
nJr•i .7K10' 'lJ 'lDD onK nin• ~·iin i~K 

llY1 TY ?::> nnni ni1J1n 711 n ioJJ iop•i 

(ll Ki . 16:1-4). 

This was the period which saw Judah under att.ack from Aram and the 

Edomites, but friendly nth Assyria (II Ki. l6sS-7). 

Wi~b reference to Hezekiah's period, it is said that God, Ylho is 

powerful all over the world, can cause whom He •~shes to prosper -- in t!lis 

case, Be caused Hezekiah to prosper over Ass)'ria and Philistia until his de-

feat by Ass)'ria (II Ki. l8:15)c 

110•1 ?•::iw• x:c' i 111 1\ ?::>l H>J ;nn• ;i•;ii 

o •nw?n nK il::>n xin .11J1 K7i ii ~K 1?D~ 
,,, ,, 0 •1s1l ;,100 n•?i~l n xi n t Y i y 

1l::lD 

(II Ki."l6c7-8; See also Il Ki. 19c~5; ls. 16). 
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The basis for Judah ' s salvation 1s God's glory and David ' s gl ory -

for God and Judah are one in their glory - and cannot have glory Without 

the other. 

During the reign of the next three kings of Judah, Manasseh, Amon, and 

Josiah, the pr ophets NahUlll and Zechariah, m&de their voices heard. It is 

saJd of Manasseh and Amon that they illitated t.he abominations of the nations. 

Josiah, on t he other hancl, carried out religious reform and did away with 

the ab01J1inations of the nations, purif~ng Judah religiously (11 Ki. 25). 

Nahum prophesied between 695 and 608 B. C. E. Zephoniah prophesied be-

tween 658 and 608 B. C.E. 

All of the boo~ of Mahl.II is devoted t.o the destruction of ffineveh. The 

Lord i s a jealous God, according to Nah'll!ll, and avenges ler&el. by destroying 

Nineveh and I srael's e nBIJl)'I 

. •~p?xn oi nl l1Tn ino n i J•J K~n 
non ?YJi n1n• op l ni ~· opl i K1Jr ?K 

i• J•K7 K1n ioiJi ,,,17 nin• opJ 

(riahum 1:1- 2) . 

The !"eason for this destruction is to secure Israel's position: 

~ ,,, i•J• Ki nnipb nLY' n?~ 1JY ~C~), 
K~ ncy K1 n n?~ nin • ?x 11Jonn no .ion 

.. •. n11 a•oyD oi r n 
pnJ x i• n10101 1• ?>0 in on iJwx nnyi 

(Nahum l:&-15) . 

T... of the .Book aiscuss the destruction of .liineveh. ue remaining portions 

Zephaniah describes in Chapter 2 the destruction of the Philistines, 

Moab, Amon, Ethiopia, and Assyria by the Ll'lr<i. The explanation for their de­

struction is given as yengeance !or I srael: 

71 , ~,l~, i Din ·~ ol i~l nn~ o;i? ntT 
ni1o:s ;i ioi• oy 
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(Zeph. 2tl0). 

't::J ,yi, 't> i p OP? il1iP O KJ ., ., i::in p? 
on • '?y 1907 n i::i7DD ' J Jp? Q't1) ,OK? ' 0900 

?::i ?::ixn ., nKlp OkJ •::i .,9X ti, n ?::i ' DYt 
xip? niii::i noo c.,oy ?x 19i1k r~ • ::i .f 1Kil 
•i nJ'? i::iyt> . inK o::io ii::i y'? ni:P ow::i o'?::i 

xinn c i., ::i .'nttJo t' ?::i i• •si9 n::i 'iny oi::i 
TK ' :> •::i nyog i ox 1•n7•7y ?::io •o i::i n K? 
i1i1Jl? •oo i n x?, 1ni xl •y•?y i ::iipo i•ox 

'JY oy i::i ir::i •nixon, .•oip in::i ,, , 
n in ' ow ::i 'I on i ? , , 

(Zeph. 518-12). 

Aside f'rOll revenge, the purpose of al.l this destruction i s to secure 

l srael and guarantee her peace: 
ii::ii• 11:?, n?iY H'1 ' x'? ?x i o• n•, xo 

~Dil •::i n.,oin 110? on• o::i K?D' x?i ::ir::i 

i•int> t •x i 11::i11 , ,, . 

(Zepb . 5:13; See also 3tl5, 19-20). 

Thus, ve see that the concern of the pr ophet is Israel, and not the 

nations. 

Jehoahaz , of whom it is also saici t.hat he followed after the abomina­

tions or the nations , ruled after Josiah in 608. Jehoialdm, during wboae 

reign (608- 597) 9 Habakkuk prophesi ed, succeeded Jehoahaz. As a result of 

Jehoi altlm ' s evil, the God of Israel sent the nations (.liis tool s) to destro7 

Judah: 
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(viz., the days of Jeboiakim} 

D' P'1n' i ? •n•i 7lJ 170 i1Jiji J J n?y i• o•J 
1J nin' n?o • i .il 110•1 Jo•i O' l o ~ ?o il y 

JK 10 ,,,,l nxi 01x • i 1 1 1 nxi o'i~::i ,,,,l nx 
ii'JKn7 niin•J on?w'i rio y "Jl ,,,,l n~i 
1x . o• x•Jln i• ilY 1'l iJi i ~ x nin' ,l,; 

nx~nl i • J ~ ?y~ i •on 7 ni in•J nn • n n i n• • a ?y 
x?o •i iav iwx • pln oi 0 11 . nwY i~x ?::>J noJo 

n7o7 nin• nlx x?i ' Pl oi o?o ii • n~ 

(ll Ki. 24:1- 4). 

The fi r st mention of the nations by Habakkuk is in the same vein u 

tllat above: 

?ya ?ya '>::> inon i non;n HPlni 0 "1ll ixi 
o• r o 'JJ~ •::i .190• iao •::i iJ•oKn K7 o::i• o•J 

'J ni o? 17 inn i noJni ion •1ln o•iw::in nK 
i ? x? n iJ ::ioo n r.17 ilK 

(.liab. l: s-6) . 

But, then the Chaldes.ns (the tool mentioned above) are t o be destroyed 

by the Lord (Hab. 2&5-20) . 

This, the destruction of ~he Chaldeens, leads to t.be crescendo, the 

destruction of the nations, for whom. be sheds no tears (liab. 3z6-12) . 

J ehoiaehin (597 B. C. B.) , J eboiaki.J:l ' s successor, con~inued in ·the tradi­

tion of the old Icing, in departing from the path of the Law, and as a r esult 

t he king and many Judeans were taken captive to Chaldea whJJ.e others ~ere 

lcUled l'f)'YJ.111 a'')~~ flJl~J r ,-,f,.1> '~ttJ.,.,_. f'''wf,_, /'#J ''I 
1 r,, I • Jl.e)l"' \'lfl .. iy /#II.., '> ;\l,1' )\111' J.1(-. t'4 '/l~ J ;i 

• · (llr ~hron. 56:16-17). · · · ~?..J'I /'f'lf~1~.A/t ,., .J, 
The next ruler in Jud8b was Ze<1ekiah (597- 586} •ho ruled unt il the d~ 

struction of Judah in 586. 

In lI Kings 25, the dest ruction of Judah by Babyl on is described and 

ma;v be read as background material for the book of Lamentations which wil1 be 

discussed later. 
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Jeremiah prophesied during the reign of the l ast f our kings of Judah. 

Jeremiah was a prophet whom God knew from his conceptic>D and who is to 

prophesy ~ the nations: 
on10 K1n 01oli 1" nJ i' lOll i1i1 i 01ol 

l'n~ J o'i1? K'll l'nwi pn 

(Jer. 1:5) . 

Though the J .P.S. t r anslation reads unto for the Hebrew, the trans­

lation whi ch fits the context of the Book is "sbout," o r "against." 

The next reference to the nations would seem to ~·erify this inter-

pretation, as do the later quotations: 

n i~ ?nn n 71i O'iln '' nrn o i' n 1' nip~n nK1 
JioJ7 i n ill 7 oiin7i i'lKn? i finJ?i ~ i n J 7 

(Jer. lil.O). 

Thus Jeremiah is not an internationalist prophet, concerned with the 

nations, but a prophet preaching to Israel about the na.tions, about how the 

latt er will be destroyed , and their future. 

The nations, Jeremiah tells bis listeners and readers , will be gathered 

unto Jenisalem and no longer do evil . The nations will not necessarily come 

voluntarily, indeed, it may be that they will be force<1 to acknowledge Jeru-

salem as t he throne of the Lord: 

n'? x iir J i ni n ' r o' 07 01 1'? i iir ' K ' n~ nJ l 
'inK ,, , ,, , , K?i o?w1 1' ? nin' co? o 'i ln 7, 

niin ' n 'l i~? ., nn nn O' D' l . s i n c l? n111~ 
f1K n ?1 p :> 1 '{ 1 KD ii n ' '1Kl'1 ?)C1t7' 1,,1 ::? ?y 

in "wK 1'1< "n1DK '::u x i , o, , nil ~ rn: "n?nJ;-:1 1t7X 
0'1J niKll "l1 n?nJ nion y1K 1? 7nK1 o'Jll 

1l 1~r K? '1 nKD i , , i x1~n ' lK 1D Ki 

{Jer. 3tl7-19). 
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That the natione will be forced to acknowledge J erusal• ancil thus fear 

Israel se•s to be the intent of the above statemants; this int.eat ie con­

finDed b)' the Lord ' e statement that the nations a.re evil and theit' wa1a are 

nnit7; these who are held 1n di.sdain cannot, certainly, be equal.a of 

Israel: 

.?K1 0 ' n'l O)'?Y nin' 1l1 1 0 K 1l1n nK iYD O 
ninKD1 iin?n ?K 0'11n , ,, ? K nin' 1bK n) 

nipn ' ) .none O'iln i nn' ') innn ?x O'b o n 
win ,,, noYb inij 1 Y'b T' ') Kin ?ln O'DY n 

n i lpDli niinobl i nD'' ln Tli ~O)l .i?Yb l 
i i l1' K? i ~en nope inn) . p ' D' Ki7 i ciptn• 
K? 'j one ,,,,n ?K 11Yl ' K~ ., Ki o l' K1 0l 

oniK l'K l 'O'n Ol i ,,,; 

(Jer . lOil- 5) . 

Jeremiah proceada to in•oke God' s wrath on the nations who know H1a 

not, not however because the7 do not worship the God or Israel, lnnt be­

cause these foreign nations (those who know Him not) ha•e devoured and con-

suned Jacob: 

' '' ,,,,, K7 i o K o •iin 7> inon i~o 
nK , , ,K • : 1K1 f' K? 1D 17l 1 t"l( nin!lt'D 

1tlon ini.:i .i' iti in? ' " ' l pS" 

(Jer. l0t2S). 

Jeremiah apecifical.ly decl ares the ftTath of God against F.gypt, in­

dicating also that kYpt serves ae a tool of the Lord (See Jer. 46) , and 

against the Philistines (Jer. 47) ; against Moab (Jer. 48); Ammon, l.a0111, 

Hazor, Damascus (Jer. 49); Babylon (Jer. 51) , Israel ' s eventual po~er of 

t hese nationa ia clearly etatedJ 
•n1D 0 n1 ni n • CKl a ' Kl o • o • n .:i n 1'7 

nco \. ?n? nn•n, ncn ? o nYiin 1ioY ~.:il nl , ?y 
?Kit'" 1i11•1 ill n :rn t7 Xl il' n l'.:!1 (Jer. 49:2) . 

il 1 it' 1D lt i' t71' n it 

The reasons for the destruction of tne nations are gi ven bf Jereeiahs 
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"',lil i11i1" ?'1 '::> OYD JlOD ,DC'l1 

(Jer.48:42). 

,p9 'llil '?K1~' 'il'?K 111ltll i11tt' ,DK il::> f::>? 
,,WK ,,I) ?K '111p9 iwx::> 11,K ?K'\ ?Jl 1?D ?x 

(Jer. 50 :18). 

?ll 1\J ?Kiw• 'i17K n 1 KJS i1 1 i1',DK il::> 'J 

.il? ,,lpil ny i1 KJ1 OYD ,,y i1J'11i1 1\Y l,l::> 
''?::> '\l l' lil ?:i:i 170 "lll<11::>Dl 1 l0bi1 1l '7 ::>1< 

, '\ ln'iil ' l1YD iwi::> K?b l'ln::> 1lY7l p•i 
? x 'D1 1 1 1 • 1 n:S~' 1DKn ? l l ,, '1 l<W1 'ODn 
i1 1i1' 1DK n::> y::> ? .c?w'\ i• i o Kn c •i w::> •:iw• 
'n:iinn 1 i n opl nK 'nopli i :i•i nK :ii 'Jln 

ni '\ po nx • nwJi n i no • nK 

(Jer. 51:55-56). 

Thus the reasons for the destruction of these people is punishment for 

magnif ication of themselves against the Lord of Israel , and having harmed 

Israel (even though as the tools of the Lord) • 

Lord: 

The nations are naturally viewed as be.ing subject. to t.ne power of the 

il l '\91 ni ::> ? n o 111n9wo ? ::>? 1< 1 1p •Jnn •::> 
'1Y l7 n11D i it ::>O ~Plt '\ lnl1 1Kl1 i11il' 0 10 

'"IY ?::> ?yi l ' lo n•1101n ?::> ?yi c? w'\i• 
il,1i1' 

(Jer. l : l.5) . 

o?iy i?n'\ c ••n c •n?1< K1i1 n Dx c • n'7K nin'i 
1b YT 0 ' 11 i?::>• x?i yixn r 1in i91 ro 

(J er. 10:10). 

The nations are referred to as tools in the fol.lowing passages: 

Babylon and Chaldea (Jer. 27: 6-22; 4:6-7; 2; 2.4:1- 6; 28:14; 25:9-1'; 57:5-8; 

46) . 
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Northern nations (Jer. 1:15; 6: 22); Egypt, Babylon, Chaldea (Jer. 42; 

45) ; Nations (Jer. 5:15-18) . 

Anot bor view of the nations is t hat their function is also to serve 

as 'll'itnesses of the Lord's deeds: 

. ii:: '1\!11\ n K inY '9'11 l:?'U il 1Yllt7 p ? 
il!il OYil ?x il.91 l<':Jt> ':ll K ;"t l il \',IC 'Yl>l'.1 

•n i 1n i i:i•~ p il K? •i:ii ~Y •:i on,:iwnD • i s 
il l 10KD' 1 

(Jer . 6:18-19; See also 18:55; 22:8-9). 

The intent seems t.o be to shame I sr.ael by exposing her before her in-

feriors. 

Another group of "witnessing passages" indicat es t hat the nations by 

ritoessing come to kno'"fl the greatnP.ss of ·the Lord of l srael and His people 

Isr~el, t hus leaving Israel in pescei 

?K o~• ?i K o? •:ii K O'J1Jn nl , 1Kl' •:i:l 
'n''il ''ill i? o::P x? i tP ,,,l o •o • ?nl 

i:ii 1Yn~ . 1(1 ;'1 •i:i:i D' , DXl :i x? ?xi~ · ? 
il it t> ,,DK i pn1 no o •• ~ :i i1•1ili o• i! iliil' 

il 1fl ' :> .111Y ny-i:i i-io w 1 illlp ' ?Ki t: ' 
ll OD p rn 1'0 1~Kl1 :i pY ' nK ill il' 

(Jer . 51: 9-11; See also 53:9) . 

Another view of the nations which e1?pears f r om time to time in the 

Bible is that t he nations are dependent 011 Israel for blessings and curses: 

i•on OKl :ii ~n •? a niil ' ~Kl ?xi~ · :i1on OK 
nox2 ili il' •n ny:iol i .11J~ x ?1 'J9D 1•1i p ~ 

. i ??i1 t'I' 1:11 O'> ll 12 1'.:>i :Jnili il p 1l.J, tHHJt>:l 

o::>';i 11 'l 0?0 11•?1 i111 i1' 17 ••? i11 i1 ' "IDK il ) ':> 
ni7, J ii oili n1;i•7 i7t>i1 .o•s p ?x iY11 n ? x i i' J 

'non o x:> Ksn lfl o?e n• ':l 17 ' 1 i111i1' 11 • K o:n:i? 
o~ · 7?yo ,, 'J PP ill)O t ' K1 i11 J:l i 

tJer. 4;l-4). 
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The laat Book to be discussed in this Section is Lamenta tions, whiab 

laments Jude.h's destruction by her enemies in 566 B.C.E. 

~e learn first from this lament that there had been an injunction 

agliinst foreigners entering the Temple: 

iK ~ c •i1 n ~ xi ·~ n~,ono 7) 7Y 1 1 o i u ,,., 

17 7n pl ixl • K7 nn''x ,~x n ~ , ~n 

(Lam. 1:10) . 

Next we le8.l'tl th&t even though the n&ti ons have destroyed "eruso..lem, 

yet they are viewed as being under God's power and part o.f the divine 

scheme: 
i11J 1 ~K iniox Y:l OOl , _x M' n ' il~ Y 

::P nt p 'n~ no w" ' ?on K?i oin oip •o•o 
, •11 11r 0 •111 

(Lao. 2:17) . 

The last reference, as cb.a.re.cteristic of t.ile t oae of the Boo.It , eJC?res ses 

full bi t terness toward the nations; here t he nations ar e r efened to as ~sr-

Vl:Ul t 6 : 

ci•o l' K p ig ill i 7~~ 0• 1 ~ r 

(Lam. ~: ti ) . 



Chapter VII 

THE EllLIC PERIOD 

Ezekiel and the second Isaiah represent the attitude of Israel during 

the exilic period. There are strong statements Ywnich elXpress the tragedy of 

the Exile, the hope for the rebirth of Israel and the punishment of the na­

tions involved in her downi'a.ll. 

It was during this period of captivity th.at Ezekiel is said to have 

prophesied. Ezekiel's concern , and this be bas in common v.-ith the other 

prophets and authors of Biblical literature, was Isr~el ' s welfare and peace. 

Early in Ezekiel, we are told that the prophet is seat to the children 

ot Israel who have as a people revoltea ag iiru9t God. Tlne Book is directed 

only to the children of Israel and not to the peoples ojr t he world. For, 

though the term~ is used , it is inconceivable in U:.s context that it 

could mean anything but lsrael, since in tne entire .bible only those woo have 

a covenant with God are spoken of as revolting: 

'J:J 7i< 1ni l' "Ji< n?i 1 o,x p , ,~. iDf'i 
ilDil ':l ,,,D i c~ c'iiio;i O' i lil ?i< ?Ki ~ ' 

i'il Cl)' ,, 

There is a positive concern for Israel express ea t;hroughout Ezekiel · 

Eveil though the people are to be punished because of thE1ir sins, they are 

not abandoued by God: 
1t c'nrn1;i 

{viz; Judah)" 
o~ il<:i i ~l< nisiK:i OYD oipo? ~n? ' ilKi ni1ii<:i 

(Ezek. llrl6) . 

- 77 -
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God will be as a sanctuary to H.is people lmen they are in dispersion. 

This tells us that the people of the surrounding areas were not consider ed 

as equals and were not to be trusted. 

Specific mention is made of the concern for Isr1ael • s peace and se-

curityi 

l D ? ~~, n'l nK 'l lpl il'il ' 'l 1K 1DI( ill 
0'1lil 'l' Y? Ol ' n t 1 p l1 Cl 1lDJ i ~ ~ O' DYil 

i:n'Pi . :i pY '? '1J Y? ' :'nl 1 ~ K onD1K ?!. 1l\7'1 
nol? i::i o 'i O'D1::i 1 Y~Ji O' nl iJ::i1 nol? il'?Y 
,,, , , onl'JOD onx O' OK~il ?Jl O ' ~J~ 'n1 WYl 

Oil' il?K i11i1' 'J K 'J 

(Ezek. ~8i 25-26). 

God is concerned wit h Israel's peace and prosperity. lie rlll insure these 

for His people. There is no concern expressed here fc•r the other nat ions . 

In Chapter 36 we are told that God ' s reputation ls tied up with t he 

fate of Israel. To preserve His reputation, God must restore and main-

tain Israel . The other nations couot for nought in this respect, since 

God snd Israel are tied together and not God and the other nations: 

In Chapter 57120-28, we are again told that God and the prophet are 

concerned with Israel. Israe..l will be rebuilt and strengthened and sancti-

t'ied once again. It is stated that tbe Lord sanctifies Israel. 

Up to tbie point we have been concerneo u t.t1 sta'tement.s which are 

positive in nature regarding Israel. Now, t.e turn to 1statements which are 

negative in nature regarding the uat1ons . From t hese 11re are able t o deter­

mine further the nationalistic and anti-internationalil~tic aspects of the book 

of Ezekiel . The first group ot statements of this typo are those bi.ch ar e of 

a derogator 1 nat ure. 

??~? f1K~ 'J~i?i t)? o'itn i~l ,~ ~nli 
n 1 ??n1 

(Ezek.. 7: 21) . 
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In the above passage the tenn "the nclted of the earth" seems to be a 

parallel for the term •in the hands of stran1~ers.• Thus the foreign nations 

are said to be wi eked. 

The next group or passages tell.a that the prophet and the Israe.lites of 

bis day did not consider the ways of the natjLons as being even similar to 

the ways of the Lord. The ways of the nations and t heir gods contaminate ell 

who c,,me in contact with them. Thus t hey should be kept at a distance from 

Israel: 
cn::i7n x7 " p>n::i i ;: ~ i1'il" "J K •::i onl>i •' 

i r x D"1Jil "O~ ~D::ii om" ~' K~ ,D~Dni 
CJn"V'Y o:>"n,::i•:io 

20:7; 25:30) . 
{Ezek. 11112; See also 

The prophet tllen turns and prophesies Elgainat the nations . He prophe-

sies their destruction and their doom, not ortce expressing sympathy for them, 

8Jl\.. not once being concern'3d for their wel.fa:t•e or peace. The nations are 

being punished for having wronged Isreel in et large or a small degree, as "We 

see in the prophecies concerninga 

Ammon (25:1-7), 

Uoeb, Seil' (28: 8-llJ 55), 

.Edom (25:12- 14), 

Tyre (26; 27; 28:1-9), 

Sidon (28:20-24), 

Egypt {29; 50; 51; 52) . 

The book of Ezekiel. is nationalistic in tone in its entirety, and &3 

such expresses an attitude toward the nations. The prophet is told to preach 

to Israel, not to the nations of the world. The concern of the prophet is 

for hia people Israel, their peace and their security, without filly concern 

whatever for the nations. The nations are described ln a derogatory •a.y, 

their gods and ways are looked down upon, and are not considered as equals. 
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filially we arrive at the climax where the propnet tells of the destruction 

of the nations without any concern for them, without any sympathy for tbt'!ll . 

The nation~ are to be punished for their opposition to Israel . The nations 

ere held in disdain and reviled by Israel in this period. 

Another attitude expref sed in Ezekiel toward tbe nations is that they 

are tools of the Lord, and that they are subject to God 1 s will in all mat-

ters: 77~7 f1Ki1 , ,~ ,7 , tJ? 0 • 11i1 i•)"l'nn1 1 

i11??n1 

(viz., Judah) " 
6: 9; 7: 21; 16127). 

(Ezek. 7: 24; See s.lso 4:13; osll-13; 

Isaiah begins by declaring that I sr ael trill be returned to her Lord, 

Md t hst she rlll, by God ' s will and as His gifts, be given nations over which 

to rule:1 

1t71' n:; 1!1' 7n • O' DK7l C'' K •? K l~' 1 0i1 
01T!)D •pgil ' D .i1 :l 1 pl O!I OD? i•in• 11) 1> To 

o•:l?oi c •11 1'lD? ln' i?11 ? li1K1r • p1s 
i nop ')1J op:l 1:l in i ::iy:; t • ., ,,, 

(Is. 41 :1-2). 

The reference to the none f rom the eastn may be vague here, but it 

must. of oecesslty r efer to exiled Israel for the r ell!arks are directed to 

Israel and there are included f'urther promises of victory: 

Oi11lK ,,, i•nin :l i r K ~r ' ' '1JY ?Ki~ · ilnKl 
i1' 7 ' !<\l3' \1 1 i1 n i:s po i•nprn il i nc .'J ill\ 

·l '~DKD K71 i• n inJ ilnK ,,) , i ? 1DK1 i· n~ i r 
1'i1 7K 'JK ':l 1n~n 7K 'l K jD ) •j K1 ' n ?x 

lil .•pix t ' D'J i• n:;on 'JK 1•ni1 1 'J K i • n 1 nK 
,, J K• 1 l'K) n,il . 1:l o•,n)il 7 ~ 107:;•1 i oJ• 

l. Snaith, Homan H. "The servant of the Lord iD Deutero-I sa.iab. Studies in 
~ T. Prophecy. Edinburgh. • T. T. Clark, l~O. P. 192. 
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i•n• 1n10 rJX OKl~n r7 1 OOp)n · 1)'1 ' CJ X 
1•n?~ ~, n , 'J ~ 'l .1nbn?o · ~ lK oeK: 1 l ' E: 

1•ni1' ' J~ ~i• n ?x 1? 10Kn ll'~ · p•r no 

{le. 41:8-13). 

Again t he prophet describes toe destruction of non-Israeli t-es beJfore 

Israel. The "oce raised t.-p from the north" is !:6ain exiled Israel: the 

llorth would actually be the Babylonian area ~ccordi.ng to toe travel routes , 

thus indicating tne future returning exiles. Another stipuhtion indic:st.-

illg tb11t the one r aised up f'rom t he no rth is Israel i s that one wno cal.ls 

upor GOO ' s n&met 1 

•o r~ ~i p • ooc n 1 r ~ o nx•i 1 ~1t ·~,, , ,, 
. o•e 0~ 1· 111• c ~ i •~ r 1~: O'llo ll )' ' 

-• lt ' X t ~ r•1 1 i0 Kl 1 :•l ! ?~1 ~ ' J l ~ Xi~ i'J; 'O 
j Pl '1 1vlli .C:l' '"J C IC :>' ??:- 1 · ~ t ;;: ~~ o:-: . ., .. r 

. ~ i:-1 ~· x l ' X' x- Ki . Jn~ i~:o ~?r 11~;, : Jn ; : ­
~~ J: ! , x 0.,, ;'I • , ::i, • ) ., .. • • ~'I( --ic , i 9 ', , , r. . 

c~•: cl , ~~~ ~ · 1 : ~• :-¥ ::i 

(Is. ~J.: 25-29) . 

The unity of attitude i s clear ct.'i.. The Rttitude to•aro the neti~ms 

b natret3 6nci hope for tneir future cestTUcticn . ret, suddenly, ii' t.!lil) be 

eo11e1o.ered e part of the original t.ext, God Ch.l.ls Bis s ervc t Isr6.el t.<> b& 

'ligbt unto tbe netione: 

1. Ibid, p. 193. 
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,,1Ki ,,, J 1rn~1 p, J J i•nKip nin' '1 ~ 

0•11 ,, ~ 7 oy n'iJ7 i 1 n~1 

Any interpretation of this stat.aaent "hich indicates concern for t ,he nations 

must be ruled out by the tone of tlle res t or the material in the s.econd Isaiah 

and by the ques tion, raised by the omission of o, i l ii le in the Codex Sinaiticua 

which substitutes and by the l ack of light of the gentiles in 

the Septuagint (Codd. A,B.)1 

The original line of thought now continuedJ the nations are not God 1 s 

concern for He bas chosen I srael and bas given other nations for llier and wil.i 

destroy yet others f or having harmed Israel (Is. 4Si3-7, 14; See also I s . 

45:14 which indicat~s that Egypt, Sbebs, and Ethiopia will be givun as ran­

som to Cyrus tor Israel). 

The view that Israel 18 chosen is s t ated and repeated. There is no 

mistaking that Israel is God's~ 

7~ip • 11l'1 JP> ' 1KIJ nin• in ~ nJ nn Yi 
nn ~ •7 1n oJ •nti p 1 • n ?~A 'J x,•n 7K 

(Is. 45:0; See also 
(Is. 44tl, ll) . 

No :>tber people was chosen; no nation bas t.be same status &fl Israel. 

Indeed, Israel is to be consider!ld as synonymous with God, for Goel is re-

deemed 1n the redemption of I srael& 

f1a n i • n n n 1Y'1n ni n • nrs 'J D 'D ~ 111 
;nn• ? Kl 'J i:i f Y ? Ji 1Y' 011 1 o"i n in1::> 

1 ~9n' 7K1W'J1 J pY ' 

(Is. 44s25). 

God, "e &re told, wil.l subdue nations and destroy them before Cyrus 

for the sake of lsrael.. cyrus, however, ia only God ' s tools 

l. Ibid. P. 194. 
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, nr rnn i ~x wiiJ7 in , oo? nin' ioK n' 
nngK o ''7o 'Jno i o 'i1 ,,Jg? ii? ,J, D, l 
,l K • i11 0, K? c.. '11· 'I O'>Ji7 i ,.,J g? nng? 

1lWK ~ r i n J nin?i i t iK o,i iini 17x l'Jg7 
i on ni 11i K 1? ' nn li . 111x ?ril ., n'il i 

xi irn n i n, 'JX '' 1in TYD? c.,inoo 'Jooo i 
7K1 '7 '1 l p1 , 'i lY 1YD7 .?K1 C" ' ' n7K 1Dl7l 

'lnYi' x? i lljK 1DW) 1? K1pKi .,,, n) 

{Is. •s:l-4). 

The above reterence t o Cyrus indicates t hat be did not know God, and 

thus confirm.a t he other passages, referring to the •one r aised up frOll the 

North,• though Tague, as ref erring to Israel r ather then to Cyrus, for it 

is Isr ael who knew God from the beginning. 

tions: 

The servant (Israel, or part of Israel) is to be a ligbt of the na-

' bl ~ nx O' Pn? ilY '' 1ni' no ? pl iox'i 
o,u i ix? 1'nnJi l' 1:1 n? ?aci • ' '1'lli l PY, 

7Kl nin ' i oic n' . rixn n1 ~ i1 'nYi l ' n i' n? 
O '>?~D ilY? '11 J11lD7 ogJ nrl? i1:11ir 7K1 C' 

nin' lYD7 iinn~ ,, o'i ~ io ri ,~,, o' ''o 
11nJ' 'I 7i<i t7 '> Li p lD l<l 1t K 

(Is. 49s6-7). 

Israel will be feared and l oved, for both she and God have been redeem-

ed; the light of the nations being a means of informing the nations of tbie 

redemption: 
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,,, O' i l 7K KWK nl n n i n' 'l1K 1DK n, 
i ' n J Ji tJnJ 1'l' i ic•Jni 'OJ 0'1 K O'DY ?Ki 
on•nii~ i 1 ' lDK O'J7D i•n i .nJKo l ~ ,n, ? y 

i • ?1 1 19Yi 17 iinno• riic O' !>K i•np • J•o 
.'i p i oJ' K? i wic nin• ' lK '' n11•i iJn?• 

1t>I\ n' ' ' .l'l?t>' P ' "T J 'J c- otn ni p?n 1n1n n p •n 
nici o?n• i'"TY ni p ?oi np • 11J1 'Jo 01 nin• 

• n7JK ni . r•o i ic ' J l K 1' l J nic i J' "TI' ' Jl K iJ ' i' 
,,,, , l1"TJ U' Ot>"T O' OYJi O"! ~J nK 1 ' l1D nic 

J PY ' "T'JIC i?1t 1 i 1Y' C1D nin' 'lK ,, "!OJ ,, 

(Is. 49: 22-26) . 

l'he foregoing interpr etation ofo • , l , i ic 1& Justified further by the U8e 

of o ' t> y "! 1 IC : 

niin ,, il'TK tt . , .. • t>iK?i 't>Y • ? K 1J'opn 
Y' l "T K O'D Y , , .. , ' l'l!>Ot>1 ICln • nKt> 

(Is. 51: 4) . 

Toe follo"'i.ng seems to indicate a warning to the na tions of their pun.ishllent 

and dest ruction& 

• 7 ic il'l !>O' O' t> Y 'Y 1 T i ' YO' Xl' • p"!l Ji"T p 
OJ'l' Y c •oo ? 1 1\ C .11?n'' ,,, , t ? Ki iip' O' ' K 
f11C ni i n?D l f CYj O'DO ' J nnno f 1 Kn ?K 10 ' J tt 1 
o? iy? •n1io • i tinio • l' ioJ n ' Jo•i n7Jn 1l JJ 

nnn K? • np11i n•nn 

(Is. 51:5-6) . 

J eruaal• will. be r ebuilt and clean; Zion will be left in peace. The 

nat ions, boing considered unclean, are forbidden ent ry into the Holy C ityt 



Is. 52tll). 
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' Cl? ti'? 1tJ ' ~l? '1iY '1i Y 
K? ') o i P il ,,, o?wi1' in1Kgn 

KDOi ?1y iiy 1l Kl' 

(Is. 52zl; See also 

Israel's desire in her new glory will be security and peace: 

oi?o Y'DWD 10lD ' ? 11 D'1 ili1 ,, ii Kl ilD 
1'Dl ?i p ·1 ' i1?~ i?o ti ' l7 10 ~ i1Y1 U' Y'D v D l10 10lD 

liol i K1' l' Yl l'Y ') iJJ1' i'in' ?i p 1 ~W J 
o ? wi1' nil1n ,,," , iJl 1 ini g .Ji'? il'il ' 

1 i 1r nK i11i1' ~wn .o?wi1' ?Kl i oy niil' onJ ' ) 
nK f1K 'ogx ?j 1 x1i o ' ilil 7) 'J' Y? i oi p 

i J'il?K nJH"' 

{Ia. 52: 7-10). 

She will use all means , including subjugation of the other nations , to attain 

her goal: 

(Is. 

W1'' o 'i l 1 } 1t1 'x1gn 7KD ~ , l'D' ') 
1l' Wi' n io o J C'1Y 1 

54:3; See also I s . 55:4-
o'o ~ ? il H D i 1'1J i'nnJ n'oi K? , , 1 i1 ,,,, , ~ ? 'ili ~ 1pn 11n K? , , 1 l ~ 

~ iip?i 1'i17K iliil' l YD? il11' 1 ' ? ~ 
i1icg ') ?t, 1 \ ., 

{b. 55:4-5) . 

Chapters 56- 66 of Isaiah derive according to many scholars, f rom a Third 

Isaiah. Ther e are portions in these chapters which express an attitude simi­

lar to that of Jonah and Ruth, and therefore cannot possibly be a part of 

the Second Isaiah, while the other parts express diametrically opposing views. 

This conf'lict in attitudes seems to verify the theory held by some that Isaiah 

56-66 is the fruit of several pens. 



le. 52:ll}. 
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' UJ7 ti •1 1 lY 'OJ7 •1iy •1 iy 
K7 •:i 0 1 Dil 1 • y c7oi1 • inix;:in 

KD ~1 71y 11 Y 1l Kl' 

(Ie. 5211; See also 

Israel's desire in her new glory will be security and peace: 

oi7o Y'DOD 1 tll D •7l1 D' 1 ilil .,, 1 11\ l ilD 
l ' !ll ?i p ·l"il7 l\ ,.,D tP1? 1Dl\ il3'10• y•D t::D :no 1tlJD 

lit1J 1K1' l' YJ l"Y 'J 1lJ1' 1•1n• 7i p i KOJ 
o?w ii • n1 l1 n i•1 n • ill 1 ins!) .11•1 il 'il' 

?111 t Til\ il1il' 'J 1!1h .0?011 • 7Kl l DY il1il' Ohl • :i 
nK V1K 'O!:> K .,, l K1 1 C '1l il 7:i .,.,., , ~,r 

1J •iJ ?i.; nyi r • 

(I s . 52: 7-10). 

She r.1.ll use all means, including subjugation of tile other nations, to attain 

her goal: 

(Is. 

"1' ' O ' l l l l 1T 1 ' S 1 !:>1l 7KD ~ 1 f ' D' ':J 

1l'01' 1l 10 Gl ~ '1Y 1 

54:~; See also I s. 55:4.....: 
C'Dl\7 ilHD 1 1'l l 1' n1lJ n • oil\? 1 Y l ii 

i111 • i- 7 •u i 1< 1pn 1111 " " •11 n r 
~ 11p?1 1'il7h iliil' lYD7 1!11' 1 ' 7 h 

l1K!) ':J 71' 1 1 ' 

(Is. 55: 4-5). 

Chapters 56-06 of Isaiah derive according to many schole.rs, f rom a Third 

Isaiah. There are portions in these chapters which express an attit~de silid-

lar to that of Jonah and Ruth, and therefore cannot possibly be a part of 

the Seoond Isaiah, while the other parts express diametri cal.1y opposing views. 

This conflict in attitudes seems to veri.fy the theory bald by SOiie that Isaiah 

56-66 is the fruit of several pens. 



- 87 -

' j . ni r i•?y nin• iilji iiiK x~ • j •ii K •oi p 
nin• nit, i •?y i o•oK7 ?aiyi r, x noj• i onn nln 

nll 7 o•j?oi iiix? o•i1 ij7ni .nK,, i•? y ,,,Jj1 
i? 1KJ 1llpl O?j • x,, 1'l ' Y J 'JD · x~ .,n , T 

'K,n TY. nloKn i s 71 i •nJli 1KJ' pin,o 1' ll 
7•n o• lio n 1'7Y inn• •j 1JJ7 Jn,, inoi n,n11 
no•yi t •io •i jJ 10Jn 0•?01 nyoo . 17 1KJ' 0•11 

ni n• ni7nni iKw' nliJ7i lnr 1KJ' KJ OD o?j 
1linio• ni•JJ • ?• x 17 i1 Jp• ii p l KI 7J . i,oJ• 

n7 K 'D ,1KDK •niKDn n•Ji 'hJTO l,l , 71 , ,, , 
ii p• O' 'K • ? •j .on•nJ,X O'l1'j1 nl'D 1Yn J Yj 

ODOj pinio 1'1J K' Jn? n11 0K1J w•oin n1•1x1 
•j 7K,~ ' v iip?i i•n7x nin • 007 onx oJ nTi 

'j1J1n,~· on •j?oi 1•n101n 1jl •1J 11J 1 .1,xo 
i•on ,,,,o innoi · 1'noni •1 111l1 1•n• jn 'D tpl 

on•J7oi 0•11 7•n i•?x K'Jn7 ,,10• x7 n7•?1 ooi• 
ii lK' ,,,JY' x7 , e x nj?oon i •11n • J . 0 •11nl 
0 1,J KiJ• 1'7K l11J7n i1JJ .iJi~ J,n 0•11n1 
•71 1 o i r oi • oi po o i po , Ko? iin• iiwxn i ini~ 
?y iinnoni 1 ' lYO •1J n inu i•?x 1j7n i .iJjK 

oiip 11•1 n'n' , , , 17 i xipi 1'IKlo ?J i• 711 ninJ 
i•noo i 1J1Y l ' Ki nxi1 wi nJ1TY 1n1• n nnn . 7xio• 

i o i 0• 11 J?n npl•i ,,,,, ,,, 0100 071 1 11x1 7 
i•JK i7x11 i1•u io nin• ' J K 'J n1 i•1 •pJ•n o•j?o· 

K'JK 7ti Jn nnn1 Jnt K'JK nwn1n nnn ,JpY' 
•nooi 7T1J o• JJx n nnn i nwnl o•s yn nnni ~DJ 

oon iiy YD C' x? .n pis 1•01li 01?" 1ni pa 
1•no1n n~io•nxip i i•71J 1J iJ t i ,~ isixl 

00 1• iix? oown ,, , 17 n• n• x7 .n7nn i•iyo i 
o?iy iix7 nl n' 17 n• n i 17 i•x • x7 n,•n nll7 i 

x7 1n , •1 100 0 ,,, K1J' x7 . 1n ,xDn? 1 •n7xi 
17JK •o• 10701 0?11 ,,x; 1? n• n• nin• • j ~ox• 
noyo 11oc ,Jl yix ioi •• o?iy? o •p•is o7J 1DY 1 

oi :y •11? i•ys ni ~?x? n•n• 1or n , ,Konn? , , , 
n1 o •n x nn YJ ni n• 'l K 
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(Is. 60; See also Is. 61,62,72). 

This new glory ot Israel received at the expense ot the nations will 

be recompense for I s rael's suffering and as punishment of the nations, for 

the nations have been trodden upon in revenge for Israel's punishment& 

O'J ~1 .nKJ '71K1 n l o i 'J?J opJ oi• ':l 

' Y1T ,, Y~ini 1010 1'~1 001no~1 1TY 1'K1 
01:ioK1 '~~) O'D Y 01JK1 .•ln:ioo K•n •non 1 

Ontl T1~7 1'11K1 ' n DO) 

(Is. 63:4-0) . 

The last reference of this period (exilic or post- exilic) indicates 

strong nationalism, and lack of concern for the nations as in the Second 

Isaiah • • • Israel rlll dt1ell in peace and be rich With the wealth of 

the nationsi 
in l:> n •? N n~ il •Jl n nin• in K n:i •:i 

?:v onrPi 0'1l i1:i:i rioit ?nl:i1 oi?­
i yort n 0•:>1 J ?yi i ~o ln i1 

(I s . 66:12). 



Chapter VIII 

tijE I*EDIA?E POST-EXII.IC PERIOD 

The Post-exilic Period is deecri bed ae that period in "hi ch small D\11-

bers of Israelites returned from Babylonian captivity to Judah, but prior 

to the larger immigrations and revitalization of life under Ezra and Hebe-

miab. Thia period waa the beginning of a rebirth as seen by the rebuilding 

ot the Temple and the return of aome of the captives. There existed during 

this pedod friendl7 relations between Israel and Persia, as is evident 

frOCll the fact that permission was granted for Israelites to return to their 

land (the whole of which problem is more fully discussed in Chapter 10}. 

The existence of fl-iendl7 relations between Israel and other nations 

did not change the fact that Israel needed much to return her to her paat 

glory and security. Hagia1, among various promises, includes the statement 

that the nations will bring their riches to Jerusalaa. •Riches" must be the 

translation of the Hebrew since the passage continues to say that the gold 

is God's and the silver is God's. Thus the concern expressed is for Israel's 

welfare and a promis~ ot bettering her position at the expense of the nations, 

through forced contributionaa 

C~1 l i1 ?~ n i D n 11(:1' 0"11:1 ?~ 1\K ' 11t'Y 1i11 

'? .111~l S i11i1' 1D ~ 11ll ilti1 ll"l :l 11K '11 K? D 1 
111~l~ i11 i1 ' t Kl l :l til ,7, ~Olil 

(Haggai 2:7-8}. 

Zechariah informs his oompatriots that Qod is still with them, indeed, 

He will work on their behalf' w1 th Jealous zeal.a 

- 89 -
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.,.,~, ~~ ,w,~r •1? 1
• l•f·l (kSK.) 1 rl\ '"'/c 1 1 

tJ ,-,1 • ..,,r,,. """'' 1 .. n, 1·n11·s '~"J, Al•~"3 ·''·>' ,. ,, .,. ,.,~ .. ~.,,,, .J• ",. l':JJ"'"'> '''*"' f# 11,1 'J1c. fin 
• .> 1l ( JJ ~I 

(Zech. ltl4.-l5). 

Further, Israel ia illtormed by God (this making the statement more -­

J>Patic) that abe will be.ve reYenge on tbe nationa (God's tool) who acattered 

her: 

ii:> 1DK? K1p '>) ,l1 il 1K?nn •?K 1D K', 
ti•i?i o?c ii•? 'nKl p niKlJ nin• i nK 

o•i1n ?y ~xr 'lK ? iil ~xp i .n?i , 1 ilKl p 
n11? iitY i1Di11 010 •ngxp 'J K 1 0 K O'Jl KOil 

(Zech. 2s4). 

These nations. when spoiled, w1ll then becoae servants of Israel: 

.. :in'ni , ,::i, ,nx rnKlJ nin• i nK n:> •:> 
Yll o :>::i Yllil ' ' o:>n ~ o • ?? on c •il il ? K 
on•7 y ,,, nK ~· 10 •Jlil •:> .i1• y nll 

ni Kll ;ii ;i • ' ' c n yi•i on• i ::i y? 77 ~ i•n1 
•Jn'n 

(Zeeb. 2t 12-13). 

Israel looks back at her past glory and eapire, and promises herself 

that she Will regain this greatness by suppressing the nations which 

auppreeeed her. Thie tb•e indicates a desire for both revenge and se-

curit.71 
O'>DY 1Kl ' , 1:7K ,y l'11Kl l ;ii ii' 1D K ii:> 

?it nn K •lo i• i:>?ni . ni ::ii 0 •1 y •::i v •i 
n11n• •1g PK ni?n7 1 1?n n:>?l 1DK? nnK 
1 Kll .~lK Ol n :>?K n iK::!l il1 il' l'1K vp::i?i 

nin• nK ~p l ? c•n ixy c•i1i o •li o • o y 
nin • .. la nx n i 7n?i 0?01 ,•::i niKJI 

10K ilDilil O' D'J J'11 KlJ nin• 1D K ii:> 
c• 1n ni:io? ? :>n c • wl K n, wy i p•tn• 

nl?l io K7 .. , ,n , o • it ~):>l i r •r nn i 
O:>DY c •n ?K 1lYDD .. , O:>D Y 

(Zech. 8: 20-23) • 

'4bat has been cited above is not what can be oalled conversion. The 

nations rill aeek God and as a resul.t s erve Israel. The;y wil.l lr:now tbat God 
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is rltb I srael, they will be witnesses to this and therefore seek out Ierael 

to pa1 her tribute in order to obtain protection. For Israel, all of this 

weakness on the part or the nations accomplishes her hope for peace and se-

eurity. 

The choeenness ot I s rael above all ot her nations is iJllplied 1n Kala-

chi, for it st ates that Jacob was chosen above his brot her Esau, thus I srael . 

ns chosen above idea; from evidence in other passages we know that this 

chosenness is ax-tended to be above all nations. I t i s also stated that Edom 

1l'i.ll be destroyedi 

' n l i1X .'l K~D 1' :1 7 K1 0 ' 7K i11i1' 1 l1 XOD 
nx ici ?:i 1ln::Ji11\ ;io:i on101n :ii;i• io~~ o ::in l\ 

nKi .::ip J' nx li1X 1 i11:1' CKl ::ipy • 7 1 ~f 
i n?nl nK 1 i1DOO 1'1i1 nx O' OK 1 ' nK l O ,~ , 

l H7l1 1l t't' "i 0 111\ 1DKn 'l . 1::i10 l'l 1ln7 
iJ::i ' ~n :i n1x ::i 1 ;ii:i • i oh :i :i n1:i1n i1lll 1 

OY t 0Yi1 1 i1 Y0 1 ?i:il o:i? 1 ~1r 1 01 1i1 ~ 'l K1 
o7u , , :ii:i• 

(Mal. 1 : 1-4). 

As a result of the destruction of Edom, Israel rl.ll. be re11.Ssured that 

the nat iona are subject to the will of God: 
ni i1' ?11' iioxn onx i n1•x1n o:i•J'Yl 

?1t1 r' 1n:i 1 ? ?yo 

(Mal . 1:5) . 

This leads to 8 statement reproving Israel for not having .tollo.-ed 

the statutes of the Lord , and f inall,y an expression o! deep displeaaure with 

Israel in s t ating that God bas other faithl'ul worshippers: 
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nn'n o'i ' D ill n 'i ?K 'Jg Kl i?n nn1i 
'D .niKlJ nin' 1 DK O' )g OlD Ko ' n.nKt 

'n l tD ,,, Kn K?i O' n?i 1lO'i 0)) Ol 
niXl J ni n ' 1DK Qj) Tgn ,, l' K Oln 

iKilD ,,, ~D~ n1t DD ,, . Dl1'D nJ1K K? nn J Di 
'D ~? e l D 10 pD o i r o ?,l, O'il l 'D ~ ?i11 

niKlJ nin' 1D K o 'il l ' Dt ?i11 , , niino nnJoi 

(Mal . 1:9-ll). 

'!'be latter st.atment can onl1 be understood, in tbe context or tbe re­

mainder of the Bible and Jewish history, aa a purely literary de'fice meant 

to t'eprove the priee in order to awaken them. to the fact tb&t they, tbe 

priests of the chosen people, have not conducted themselves properlys 

n'X 'l K l K c xi ,,l 1 K 1lJi ) K 1)j ' ll 
ni n ' 1DK ' K1iD n'K 'l X O'Jii r o x i ,, ,)) 

no l on1oxi 'D t' 'T' l o'Jnln cl? nix~1 
1D t' 1' K U ' t:l 

{llal. 1i6). 

Indeed, tbe above reference need not refer to tbe nat ions at all; it may 

well refer to sacrifices offere<t by Israel in all places of the dispersion 

for God was great and hls name was great among thelll in their dispersion 

among the nations. 

'I'bere !ollowa an outcey against intermarriage (a further support for 

the above arguments) which is viewed as a malpractice by Isr ael.s 

o? t ii''' ?Ki ~'l nn~J l nlJini ni in ' n11l 
?K nl ?1li lnK i~ K n in' ~ir ~ iin' ??n '' 

i::>J 
(Mal. 2:ll). 

Israel wae concerned w1 th her own return and welfaref 
ah• looked to 

her future in the hope that it would equal ber glorious past. 
The nations 

are viewed only as a possible source for lsrael' s renewed wealth and glory. 
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The Book of Joel which is dated as having its origin in the immediate 

post-exilic pe~iod {approximately 522-517 B.C.E.) has only a few references 

to tbe nations.1 

The predominant attitude toward the nations wbich is expressed in Joel 

is that of disdai!l and unfriendliness. 

The author, expressing Israel's attitude, finds that reproach is syn-

onymous with tbe nationsi 

'niwn O'ln : n i:>~' n~Tn?i o?iKn 1'~ 
1nn ?Ri 10 Y ? y nin' noin iio~,, nin' 

iinK' nc7 ~'1l o:i ?wo? n~in? 1n?nl 
on•n? K n,x O'DY J 

(Joel 2:17). 

A€ain, the author, expressing Israel's attitude, shows disdain for 

the nations. The nations are disregarded, are regarded as having no value, 

for it is stated that th~ nations will be destroyed in revenge for what they 

have done to Israel (Joel Chapter 4). 

The view that th6 nati ons are subject to tbe will of God is also ex-

pressed in this books 

ll'ln n K o:i? n?o 'lln 1oy? ioK'i n i n" p"1 
Ojnl\ tnx x?i 1nx cny~r, i inl' ~ ' o ii' :.n; 

c:>'?Yo p'n i x 'liDsn nxi .o•ilJ n9in ii y 
o•n ?~ 1'l 9 nx nnoe i n'l y1R ? !\ 1'nn 1ni 

1WRJ ~?Yi t11 nxn c' n ? h 1D01 'Jo1pn 
ni oy7 7'11 n '' i n Jn ~ 7y n i 

(Joel 2119-20). 

The material. tor this period supplements tbRt of tile other period; tbe 

major attitudes toward the nations being expressed . 

1. Albright, W. F • Review of"Pfeiffer, Robe;:t li. Introduction to the O.T. • 
Journal of Biblical Literature. LXI (1942). P. 120. 



Chapter ll 

TilE LAXER POST-EIILIC PERIOD 

'nle Book of Esther gives us a gllapse of Israel's attitude t <>werd the 

nations during the Post-exillc period. 

The Book of Esther relates that Esther (an Iaraelitess) is J~orced by 

royal c01111Dand to appear with t.he other girls froe t.he Persian F.mpi re be­

fore the king that he iae;y choose a wite from .. ong th•• Eat.her nbo 18 

chosen, enters into marriage with the king. To this point, we laio1r onq 

that Esther is forced to marry a non-Israelite (Estb. 2: 7-8, 17) . 

However the tact that Esther did not make known to the king 1;hat she 

wae ..n Israeliteee indicates a lack of friendly feeling t oward IsrE1el in 

the Empire& nn,?io nKi noy nK ,no~ ni•1n K? 
i•1n K? i wk n •?y ni1 ·~iio ·~ 

(Esth. 2:10; See al.so Esth. 2:20) . 

this lack of good relation is confirmed when 811111&.n is grantecil pennis­

sion to destroy the Israelites in the Empire (Esth. 5:8-15). 

There is evidence in the book that the anti- Israel feeling tbst exist-

ed and was encouraged bad at its roots in ~cooomic cooaiderations. 

The Israelites having been gT&nted permission b.Y the king of' Eather's 

request to der'end themse.lves by killing and destroying them proceedied to or­

dain these days for future generations as days of feasting over the• destruc-

tion of the eneay (Eatb. 9:4-52) . 

- g4 -
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The whole book speaks poorly of the non-Israelite and their desire for 

destruction . If Israel were really concerned with the welfare of noa-Is­

rael.1tee, one would expect, lifter the Israelite victory, mourning for the 

foreign dead, but we see only Joy B.Dd feasting for Israel's victory. ?ha in­

dication is that the enemy is not a concern of I srael, only Israel and her 

welfare is a concern of Israel . 



Chapter X 

THE PERIOD OF THE RESTORATION 

A. EZRA AND NF.tmiIAH 

B. RUTH kW JO.UH 

c. PSALMS 

D. JOB, PROVERBS, CALnICL&S, ECCLESTIASTF.S 

A. 

The histodcal literature of the restoration period begins wit h an ac-

count of Israel's return to Jerusalem and its environs and the commencement 

of the r ebuilding or the Temple. Note how the nations , even those that sub­

dued Israel, are viewed as being under t he rule of the Lord and even as His 

tools: 

nin' il1 n i?J? oig 1?D oi iJ ? nnx r l t li 
oig i?o oiJ nii nx ni n ' i' rn n'D1' ' go 

.1DK? l nJDl c1i i niJ?D ?Jl ?ir 1lY'1 
'' tn J f1Kn niJ?oo ?J oig 1?D oiJ iDK nJ 

c?w ii' l n ' l i? n ill? '7Y i pg xini C'DDn 'n7K nin' 
ni in 'l , t'>t 

(Ezr. l i l-2; See also Neh. 7a24, 27-28). 

If we look solel7 to the wording of the royal edict, however, we note 

t hat to the Persians, Israel's God is only one ot many gods , specifically the 

god or heaven who certainly ie as worthy of worship as the god of earth or the 

sea or the underworld. It is the implied monotheistic interpretation of bzra 

that is significant, as if Cyrus himself acknowledges Israel's God as the true 

and onl7 Deity. 

In the recounting of the first ~igration to Jerusalem, there is mention 

of those among the im.llligrants who could not "tell t heir father's home, and 

their see, whether they were of Israel.• This inclusi on indicates that tbere 

- 96 -
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must have been those •hose Israelite geneology was questioned, but ~et were 

permitted to go up to Jerusalem. The benefit derived from those additional 

bands and backa in the hour of rebirth was decidedly Israel's~ for these v~ 

people lli'ho were accepted were also r ejected frOlll certain privileges, namely, 

those of the pr iesthood (See Ezr. 2: 59-6S; Neb. 7:61-65). 

The people of questionable str ain among the immigrants to Israel were 

accepted at least to a fair degree for lie are t old th.at they pa.rticipated in 

the Passover. Yet l.'bile being accepted in the C0111111w:tlt1 they were probibited 

from the privileges of priesthood; .C:.,,. i"'4. "'i-U•1'J ~ .... · ~J.;c. 4t 
~,, ~· ...... J c.o• .... c. e..- .... .,,..,#/ ~·1-11.: 

~ ,, , no o?J inKJ c ' i?ni D'l ~Jn iinon 'J 

o•Jn::in on'nK?i n? i1n 'll ?J? no9n i on~ • 1 
n?1lMD D'l ~il ?K1W' 'lJ i?JK' 1 • on?i 

n i n•? ~11? on ? ~ y i Kn • •11 nK ooo ?ilJ n ?Ji 
nno wJ o•o • nY l~ n ixo 1n 1WY' 1 .?Ki~ · •n? ~ 

p tn ? on•?y ,, ~~ 1?0 l? Joni n1n' ono r 'J 

?• i w• •n?x o•n';icn n ' ::i n::iK?o::i on •i• 

(Ezr. 6s ~0-22) . 

The foregoing <;uot atio:ia point to a possible acceptance of t he God of 
-

Israel by certain non-Israelites who were accordingly accepted into t he com-

muni ty of Israel. There is no indication, however, th.at IsrGel sought cou-

verts or even looked with favor upon tbem. 

When the work o.n the Temple was to begin , the local inhabitants of the 

land (Samaritl'ille , the rest of the Canaanites, etc.), who professed belief in 

tile God of Israel, asked permission to help in the rebuilding. Israel, how­

ever, refused to recognize these people as on a par with her and consequently 

refused them a share ia the rebuilding of the Templei 
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D'lil i1'?1li1 .,ll ':J JtPll1 i11ii1' ,,! 1)'ZHI', 
?Ki ?:i;i,, ?x i u 1 'i • ? 1t, 1?1 ' 'il?K iliil'? ?:>'il 

o:i:i ':J O:Jb' illll on? , , bK' i nilKil 'WK1 
10K 'b'b D'nlt ilnlK x?i O:J'il?K? wiiil 

on? 1bK'i .ilD ilnK il~Ybil ,, ~ K 1?0 tin 
o:i? K? ?xiu'? ni :iKil 'wxi 11Wi yiu'i ?:i:iit 

n1:i1 in' ilnlK '' il ' il?H? n':i n i J:i? i1?1 
o,D i?b w,i:i 1?on i1i1 iux:i ?K11!1' 'il?K "'il'? 

(Jfar. 4:1-4). 

From the foregol.Jlg, it is clear that. wbert- obtained a doubt as to 

Whether a specitic individual was an Israeilite by blood 8.Jld inheritance 

and be desired so to be considered, tban t.he doubt would be reso1ved in b.ia 

favor; but where one was clearl.J of non-I11raelite blood, tb.eo regardl.ess of 

belief , religious practice and all other c:onsiderationa, be wu categorical-

1; denied adaiaaion into the C01111unity of Israel. It ia significant to note 

that to the non- Israelite in the Land of J:srael, the motivating factor was 

not acceptance io+.o Israel's peoplehood, but into Israel's cult, to the end 

that tne Go1 of the I.and 1n which tb.ese non-Israelites lived might be served 

by them. The contrary construction is unJLquely Jens.b as it to say th.at 

those ethnic aliens recogniZed lsrsel as •~ cnoeen people and hence desired to 

become one nth them. 

The reaction to this inimical attit1..ide or lsrael toward her neig)lbors 

in the Lend was violent end obstructive br)stilit1, clearl.J manifest on their 

part (Ezr. 4:S-7J 4:17-24) . 

Generally, the Books indicate that as between the returned exiles and 

the Persian regime a frie.odl1 relationsb.i:p obtained whicn deteriorated onl1 

later to be resumed during the reign of Darius at which time the work on the 

building of the Temple, which bad been b.B.lted by imperial decree, waa renewed.. 

(Ezr. -~ .. SJ 61ll-lS). This bettering or relations with the Persians ie 

viewed as a consequence of the power that tbe Lord baa ove1 nat1one1 
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(Zzr. 6:22; See also Ezr. 7i ?.5, 27- 28; 8i 22). 

I srael's selective attitude, or attitude of isolation whicn nad been 

marked in earlier periods continued on and was expanded, being especial..1.7 

manifest 1n the area of •arriage. Prohibitions were lev-eled age.inst mar-

riage with non-Israelite women of t he Land• Egyptians, and for eign womell 

geoer al.lr-
D 1 i1 i ? i:il x? 1D K7 O",Wi1 "71\ H7ll i1 ? 1\ n i?:i:>i 

Di1"1lJY1l' 1l~l1Xi1 "D YD 0 ,17i1l D" l i1:ii11 ? Ki o• 
•i1oi1 •JKDi1 •Jo yn •01J"i1 "T,D i1 " 1lhi1 "J YJ:i? 

i:i,1n n1 on•J:i?i on? on•nJlD 1KoJ •:i .•ioKni 
i11l"i1 D" JlOi1i O", Wi1 , . , n ix ixn 'D Yl wi r i1 ,,T 

• nyi p i1 t i1 i:iin nx 'YD o :ii .nJioxi nri1 ? 1 01 
i1J OK1 " J r ti 'OX1 iY0D ilt'),D K1 • 7"YD1 •ill n K 

?icio, • n?x ,,J,l ,," ? :i 1DOK' .. ..,,_, .OD lOD 
,J,Yi1 nnJo? , , 00 1~0 :io• 'JK1 i1?1 l i1 710 ?y 

• ?,101 ,, l l "Y1 f J 1 ' 1l " l Y1lD "11DP l,Yi1 nnlDl1 
."i17K nii1• ?K •n:i i1ioaxi , ,,:i ?y n,,, , 

• :i 1" 7X •Jn •i1 7 K o"in? "no?JJ1 •no:i •n? ~ n10K1 
.D'D~';I 11 i1'11l 1l1lDOK1 0 K, i17YD';I 1Ji 1l"1ll1Y 

1J•nJlYJ1 i1li1 Ol" i1 ,, i1?il i1D~Kl 1lhlK 1l"nl x "D"D 
:iin :i ni s iKi1 "J? o ,,, lJ'Ji1:i iJ,:i?o i JnJ K i lnJ 

DYDJ i11l Y1 . h Ti1 C1 'i1J D'l D nvll1 i17ll 1 'JOJ 
iJ? 1"1Coi1? 1l'i17 X i11i1 ' nxo i1J nn nn"i1 Yli 

ll"l"Y ;•xn ? i wip oi p o:i i n• iJ';I nn?i i1 0'';ID 
il nlx c •, :iy ' ' .ilni:i r :i oyo n•no i J n n7 1 iJ•i1?1t 

•:i ?o " JD? ,on 1 J'7Y 0"1 i J•n?x 1l l TY K7 1J1l1JYl1 
i•o1i1?1 iJ•n?x n • :i nx ooii7 i1 ' hD i 1 ? n n7 oin 
i11lY1 . o?tn,•:i i i111 i1 "J ii 1 1l 7 r n?i i>n:iin nic 

,ox ·1 '111JD 1ll t Y ., 1\ KT ,,n x ll'i17 ~ 101\J i1 D 
o •x:i onx i r K rixi1 inic? o •x•:iJ n i•i:ir i•:i n"11 

Oi1 , 1llY 11ll 1l1J,K i1 "DY 111JJ K'i1 i11l f1K i1nwi? 
Qj •niJ:i nn Y1 .onXDb l i1D ?x i1DD i111\?D , ~K 

K71 CJ'll7 ixon 7K Oi1 ' 11Jl1 Di1'll 7 1)1111 ?x 
on?:i1t 1 ip tnn po? c?n iy on:iioi oo?t' i o ,in 

•in x1 .c?iY ,, c:> • J:i7 011oi1n1 y i Kn :iio nx 
.. , i1'11 li1 1JnD WKl l o•yin 1l' ~YDJ ,,.7, Kl i1 ?:i 
no•?n iJ? nnll1 i J~l1 YD nob7 11~on iJ•i17x i111R 
11'JJnn ~ 01 :i 1nnnn?1 i• 11 uD ,nn7 :iio1n . n u:i 
no•7 ~ 1 n•ixa T~K7 n?:i 11 1J~ ~J Rn Ki?i1 n';>K i1 
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nci•?o ,l , K~l ·~ nnK P',t ;~ ,~ · •n?x n'n' 
,,DJ? l'K ,, 'J'nD vKJ l'l9? ,ll il i1Jn 0,, .,, 

nxr ?1 pl9? 
(Ezr. 9; See also Ezr. 10:1-4, 10-17). 

The b!lBia for the restrictions on relations witb foreigne~s and sepa­

r ation of Isr_ael from the other peoples is one which mll.J have been pre­

donnately religio-cultural, ~ evidenced by the constant harping on the 

aboiDinations perfonaed by these people. On the other band, tbe reli gious 

a~pacts may b&ve been a pious clo!Uc for a movement designed to effect a 

greater measure of internal political hegemony, by creating an ethnically 

homogenous population agllinst some future time of revolt for the achieve-

ment of national political autonomy and independence. Actually, in I s-

rael, the people, the cult and tbe state were inextrically combined. 

Nehemiah is blunt ln hie expression of hatred for the various peo-

ples in tile area who nave attacked or attempted to harm Israel. 

The wrath of God is invoked on the Samerians and Ammonites in the 

person ot three individuals who are reported as having mocked Israel's 

work in rebuilding the Temple: 

nae O' l'J ,JnlK '' o?.:ilo l1 0r:7 ,t.r.:l , .,,, 
. o•i,n• n ?1 lJ?•i n.:iin ot)'i i? in•i noin n 

o • i 1 :i • :i :io ,o K • , t, ,o ti ? • n , i • n i. • l 9? io K' , 

01 • .:i i?.:i • n in:t~n on? i.:iry• n o• oy o•??oK:i 
.nio1,~ no:i 1 iDJil n10,10 o •JJK ~ nx i •n•:i 

O'l1 J Oil i ~K Ol iOK'1 ,?J K 'lDf:J i1'J101 
1J •n?~ yoo . on •l JK noin r iD i ?Ji D n?y• -~ 

olni owKi ? K on91n .:i ~ ni :iri:i ~l '' il '> 
onxoni o liJ ?y o:in ?xi . n• .:io T,KJ ilt)? 

nl:il i .c •J 1.:in i1l? io•s:in 'J nnon ?x 1'J ~ ?o 
:i? ~.,,, n•~ n ill no inn ?:l i 17rn1 norn n :-x 

nit7l1? o;? 

(Neb. 5: 55-56; See also 

Heh. 2:17-20). 

ah as With Ez~a. is separation of Israel 
The emphasis with Nehemi , • 
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from the foreign peoples which also meant separation ot families: 

0'110Dil D .. ,,,en o•i?n O'lil,il O'il 1Kt71 
n,in ?K n1S1Kil 'DJD 71l l il ; ,, O'J'nln 

,,,, ;, on•nlli on•Jl on•oJ o•n7Kn 
D,Kl1 Dil', ' ilt on•n1< ;, o•p•rno ·l'lD 

i o1< o•n'?Kn n,inl n:>77 n1n.ul1 n?1<l 
n , "' 7, , H> o?, o., n 7 i.: n -, l ' n ll7D , 'l n .l JiJ 

. i• pn 1 1"'03 oDi 1J•J1K nin• nison ?l nx 
1'11<1 f1Kil 'D ' 7 1 l~1'1ll ll'll K? 1 ~l<1 

1l'J :1? np l it? on•nl:i 

(Neh. 10:29-52) . 

fubre-r 'C::i n Co!!.~~ 
Jrni,.Ji lrutit·• -. tJf P.d.g•osi 

Lib Ll , 

In the repeating of the ea.r1ier lawa, restri ctions applying at one 

time only to Moabite and Amonite to prevent tli• froa entering the conue­

gat1oa of Israel were extend-1 to nl.l for·eignersi 

KJD.l1 D'il 'lTKl ilOD 1DOl K1pJ l<1ilil C1'l 
o•n ? xn ?npl 'l1<101 'JDJ x i :i• K? iwK i:ilin:i 

on?:i ?1<iw• 'l l I'll< i o i p K7 '' .o?iy ir 
iJ•n?x ion•i i 77p7 o'?:i nx ,, ;, ,, o• i o•o:i1 

i?•1l'1 n11nn n 1< oYool •n•i ,n,1:17 n?? r n 
';it1C"D l "lY r.,, 

(Neb. 1511- 5) . 

This theme or separation f rom fore:igners is repeated, but now based on 

the rear that rsrae1 might fall victiA t;o linguistic and religious aasimi.l.a-

tion . So here quite clearly we are told that Israel's isolationists, atti-

tude is bued on religio-cultural considerations. 

B. 

The books ot Rutb and J'oneh sem to introduce a new attitooe on the 

part or Israel toward the natioae . Tbt1 attitude there expressed is not 

even hint.ad at elsellilere in the Bible. 

There ia erl.dence to indicate thJst the Book of Ruth waa writ.ten as 

propaganda for a aew attitude toward foreigners, and i8 not historical. 
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The names of the characters indicate U1e 'characters' f ate in the story and 

the lloabite origin of Ruth, the aajor figure of the story, ia const&ntq 

brought to the attention of the reader, thua aarld.ng her aa a a;yabcl or ex-

uple. 

The story begins by recounting the llligration of a Judesn taail.y to 

Moab beea:u.se of a famine and adda that the sons took their wives of the 

•omen of Moab, one of theae woaeo being Ruth. 

The eons having died, Ruth returned to I s rae.l rltb her mothel'-1n-1aw. 

Ruth, the Uoabitess, accepted Israel as her people and Israel 1 e God as her 

God (Ru.. 1:16). 

Iet , after these events Ruth ls still referred to M a Jloabltrss and 

nlvn nDY nn?' n•lxion n iii •oyJ J wni 
o•iy ~ i•sp n?nnJ en? n•l iKJ noni J l\ 1C •i ~o 

(Ruth 1:22; See also 212, 216;- 2:21; 415, 4:10). 

Thia emphasis on Ruth 1 s lloabi te origin may well have been designed to 

rcaind the reaner that there are foreigners who are "good" people and worthy 

of acceptance into the Congregation of Israel. 

The fact that Ruth is ,ood is brought out clearly 1.n the whole stor7 

and aore speetfically in soaz' a r•arka to b.er in the fields 

'111:> 1'?1t it11u1 ' n111t inn wn1 n•l!l 7Y ?H1ni l''' .n•1Jl •JJK1 •31•Jn? 1'l' YJ t n •nxso 
ni n• oy i ~K ?J •? 1l n i ln n? i o1t •i TYJ 

f1K1 1DX1 1'JK •Jtyn i 1W' K nio •in~ i n i on 
.o i w?w ?11:>n nyi• 1t? i tK 01 ?x •l?n i ini? i c 

nin, OYD nD?u i n1J LD • nn1 i ?Y~ nin• c?o • 
i•~J J nnn n1on? nKJ 101\ ?~i~· ,n? K 

(Ruth 2:10-12). 

The significant point 811d cl.1Aax of the story is the marriage of Boas, 

a Judean, to Ruth (Ruth 4:13). 



The book ends by establishing a geneological link bet•een Bou his , 
rlfe Ruth and IU.ng David (Ruth 4tl6-22}. 

This Boole and its theme of the existence ot good among foreign women 

and the propriety of Judeans marrying th• may well have been intended as a 

protest against the faaily separations resulting f'l"oa the decrees ot Ezra 

and Nehemiah. '!'be tact that such decrees were possible and that the sto1"7 

of Ruth came to be written indicateP that generally Judah's attitude toward 

f oreigners was unfriendly in terms or intemarriage. There is certainl.7 no 

indication of active prosal]tism having existed in this perioci. 

The Book of Jonah also appears to be a reaction to the ganera1 trend 

o f this period. 

Jon~ a prophet , is sent to preach to a pagan citJJ he attl!llllpts to 

avoid his mission by escaping in a vessel whose destination is Tat"shish. 

In the first chapter of the book, pagan seamen are described a.a ac-

ceptiag the Lord of the Hebrews in order to obt&.iD his saving powers. This 

occurs aft.er they are told that the storm they are experiencing can be 

calmed by toseiog Jonah into t 1e sea. Tne seamen, however, show their 

r ighteousness by trying to eave tl1m by reaching the shore. Their att8llpte 

at prayer aad t'eaching the shore having tailed, t hey find no recourse but 

t o toss Jonah into the seat 

Finally, Jonah, having no choice but to obey God's Command, goes to 

Nineveh to prophesy to tier. It i s stated that Nineveh "believed God": 

after recetvine Joneh' s warning that they should either repent or the city 

•ould be destrayed. God showed his compassion for the people of Nineveh and 

did not destroy them. The more1 sU!llJllary is to be found in 1 ts closing 

wordai 11?1n x? i v11< 1 i '> p • pi1 ?Y non i11l l\ i1 i:i• ioK ', 
ic? 'l Ki .i:H ;i?., ? pi ;i•;i ii?• ? p c in?il K7i i::i 

o•n~o ;i::i,n il:l o• ,OK i1?1 , lil ,~,ii i!1l'l '?y o i nK 
i?KDl?17 1.PD' p y,., 1<? , U?K o, i: )), (Jonah (:10-ll). 

:i ::i, no i1 :i ' 
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1'hlcb would se• to foreshadow the post-Biblical Jewish attitude that the 

righteous of all nations would enjo7 a part in the world to come (partake 

in Salvation) . 

The aessages of the boolta of Ruth and Jonah, if the7 are indeed 

friendly to the nations, are definitely ainority views in the Bible. The 

plea for acceptance o.f foreigne-rs and the presentation of God showing co.­

passion and concern for a foreign n~tion are strong replies to the attitudes of 

E~ra and Nehemiah. 

c. 

Several attitudes toward the nations are found pl'esent 1-n the book 

of Psalms. The predollinaot attitude, aa in the other perts of the Bible, 

la indifference, which stems fro!ll Israel's nationalisa l!LDd concern for 

her own peace and aec'1l'it7, as well. &a other cultural. and religioua fao-

tors. 

The nations are equated lfit.h the wicked: 

,Y, o? i 17 n • nD DD l?1 ,~ , n1 J K o •i1 n ,Yl 

(Ps. 916-7; See also Pa. 10:15-16). 

The hope of Isl'ael 1 s peace and security is sungs 

"Let all the earth fear the Lord,• sings the Psalmist, for in so do­

ing these nations will tear Israel, •the people whom lie bath chosen for His 

inheritance": 

0• 11 o~,7 'lD' 1?1n OY 'J'1D •J ~ 7sn 
.•J11J Y' •n r1 • K7 o~ 

.• 7 i wn::• 1:JJ •J J •? i:vno • pK YDt' ? 
.0;1'ni 11 ot:c u1n•i i7J' ,:>l •JJ 

.•:v o • ·~i? x o i1•i •iis i11J1 ~,~, •n 
.•nnn o•c :v 1J1•i •? n iDp l 1nil~ ? K~ 

'lDD11n 'DP 10 ~K 'J'KD •o ?sc 
. ' l?, s n OD n t?' KD 

. ~1DTK 1 D07 1 ~'~' 0'1lJ 11iK T:> ?:v 
i n• oc? , on ~ ~, , i:> ?D n iri ~ • ?110 

, 0?1:> ,r i111 ? i ,,,7 

, 
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(Ps. ~~aS-12; See also Pa. 18:44-51.). 

The paalmist sings of the greatness of Israel over the nations . In 

the first Terse, the naUona are aummoned to salute the Lord; in the saae man-

ner as we.a euatom&cy to salute a new lcing on his accession to tbe throne. wi tb 

tbe clapping of bands and anoutinga1 

~~ i1 pn D"DJn 7:> .11DtD nip 'lJ7 nsJD7 l,,,, n in• 'J .illi 7ipJ o'n7K7 ,,,,n 
O'OY 1 J1' . f1K i1 7J 7y 7111 170 K1il 

nx 1J ? inJ• .1J'7li nnn D"DK7i iJ• nnn 
n?y .n?o Jn ~ iQK JPY' r111 n K iln?nJ 

o•n?x iior .101~ ?ipJ nin• n111nJ D'i17K 
O"i17K f1Xi1 7J 170 'J .11DT 1l:>?D? 110? iitH 

J~' O'n7K 0'1l 7y D'il?x i?o .?' :> 00 11DT 
Oi11JK ' n?x OJ 1 DOKl O'DJ 'J'1J .1Q1p ROJ ,, 

n?yJ 1KO f1K 'llO D'n ? x? 'J 

(Ps. 47). 

The psalmist also singe of the world rule by Israel's God and Israel, 

indicating tbet the nations will be the inheritance of Israel, for Israel is 

God's 1.nileritance: 
D'i1 7K 'J ,,, , , 1Dl 'K1 "'' non::i ;i?:> 

i17D f1Ki1 'O ~K ? JPY'J ?oo 

(Pe . 59:14; See also Ps.6GI 
8-10; 72:8-11; 2:6-9; ll116; 110; 1~5:4,S-12; 1~:17-22) . 

l. llrkpatrick, A. F. Boole of PsaJ.ma • Cblllbridge: Universit7 Preas, 1951. 

P. 259. 



- 106 -

God's wrath ie invoked upon the nations who do not know Him, for in 

not knowing Hi.II they have felt capable of harming Israel; and conversely, 

that the purpose of the nations knowing God, Ule Lord 0£ Israel, is to fear 

thea and let Israel in peaces 

,,, , , ,,, K7 1 WK 0 •1 1n ?K 1nDn 1gw 

J P'" n~ 'JjK 'j .iKip K7 1DWJ 1WK ni,?DD 
O'l1 WK1 nl11 1l7 11jfn 7K . 1DWil 1i11l nK i 

1l1TY . 1KD 1l 1?1 'j 1,Dn1 1l1D1p, 1i1D 
1!D 1 1J?"li11 1D t1 'li:l:> '1:11 7y U YW ' 'il?K 

O' 1lil i 1D lP i' ll? • 1Dt:1 lYD? il'nKon ''· 
01 nn p l 1l'J"Y7 O''lJ , ,,, Oil'i17K il 'K 

71lJ 1' D¥ nplK 1'Jg7 K1Jn .1 1g £ n 1"1lY 
1J, J jw'J J wni . nn ion 'JJ ini n 1Y11t 

,,l,Y. 11gin i wx ongin o~•n 7K o,ny:i o 
0 7117 17 n11l in, y in lKii 1DY i ~ nlKi 

in?nn igo3 ,,,, iii? 

(Ps. 79:6-15;See also 137t7-9). 

The nations who plot against Israel should be destroyed; Israel is 

importflllt and at the center of God's concern, as lie is I srael's God and 

Israel 18 His people, enemies of one are enemies of the othert 

t i nn 7K ,, ' b1 7K o •n7 1': .'JD K7 11bTD 1' 0 

1'Kl Wll1 11'Dil~ 1J'1 K :Jlil ' J .7K op e n ?K i 
'Jy 1lY,n'1 110 H>'1Y' 1DY 7y . tiK1 H:Wl 
'DT ' K71 ,1lD 01'0jl 1 1j ';> 11DK ·1'l1gl 

n•1J , .. , , i1n• J? 1lY1l ' J ,,,, ?K1W' cw ... ,,,,,, 
,,, .. , . 11J K' 1 iign•i 1 Y ,,, i?nJ•i 1WJ' 

f1K n ?j ?y yi•?y 11:i7 ni n ' 1bW nn K ,j 

(Ps. 85) . 

The nations will be cut off: there iti no concern shown for 8n:f other 

thflll Israeli 

'l iJo .o?•o K •j nin• o wJ 'l1JJ D o•i1 ?:> 
C'1J1J ' l1JO .o? • t>K ., nin• OWJ ,l,J~D Cl 

o ? , o~ 'J nin• ooJ 0•1i r WKJ ,, , , 
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(Pe. llSll.0-12). 

Tbe second attitude thllt we find in Pselma appears at first @:lance 

to be that which would encourage the nations to accept and woreb.ip tbe Lord. 

In Psalms 22, tbe peal.mi.et sings that the nations shall woreb.ip before H.iJDa 

nn1n:P'I ritt 'ODK ;, ;nn' ;ic i:io•i ii::ip 
n:>'l.,Dn il'ln'? ,, , O''ll n'lnDWO ?::i l'lD., 

D' 1l l ?~O 'I 

(Pa. l:!2a 28-·29). 

Actually, however, the cry is not that the nations convert, but rather 

that they fear the Lord since in so doiog, they will fear Israel and she 

will enjoy securit,r. 

The peal.mist singes 
.iJ•n? K o• n?ic 'IJ:>i::i• n?i::i• nJnJ 1iic 

filt " ODlt ?:> 'lll'IK iic i• ,, C"n7K u::ii::i • 

(Pe. 671 7-8). 

Siailar to Peal.Ila 67, in manner of interpretation are toe £oJLlowing 

Peal.me: 68: Sl-55; 102: 14-25. 

God will possess all the nations; there will be no covenant 11.8 with Is-

reel, but. God wil~ possess them: 
O''lln ? ::i::i ?nl n nn ic • ::i r - xn non~ o•n ? x no'l p 

(Ps. 8218). 

Psalm 86: 9-10 serves as a literary device, to indicate t't.e •n.ceeding 

~atness of the Lord. The Lord created the nations and they rill prostrate 

th•eelves and glor1£y tbe Lord, for God is great and doest wonderJrul tbingar 

'Ji K l 'lD? 'l'lnn~ ·i i ic i::i• n • o9 i ox o• iJn ?:> 
nn1' n'l l\ ':> !> J nE'''I ;inK ?1i1 •::i .1no? n::i::i•i 

ii:i ? o•n? r: 
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(Ps. 86: 9-10). 

The following psalms also mu.st be interpreted as that above: 96; 99a 

1-S; 117. 

Finally note: 

.,n?itn ?i p n•oc:n u»1 7i-: o • oy i:>il 

u?l i O'ID 7 tnJ " '" OHn:i iJ P !lJ 0'1:1 

(Ps. 66:1- 9) . 

In thia laat psalm, it is obvioua t hat the Lord is still Israel 1 s and 

not one of a univer sal nature. 

The view that the powers are subject t.o the Lord is also apressed in 

Psalms: 

(Pa . 4.4:52). 

- (Ps. 65: 6). 
11 1l:> O'O ~ il 79 nin• O''l l il ?:> 7; C1 

{Ps. 115: 4). 
i1o n o? · y? •j Oi1'11:>:!l 0 ' 1ID il:>D? 

(Pa. 156:10) • 

• i1on o71y? •:i 0•?11l L':>?o i1:>D? 
i1 o n c?iy? •:> _ ,, ,,~ : •:i?o l1i1' 1 

(Ps . 156:17-16) . 

,i1Dill 1!1' 01>:tl O',:SD •11: l i1lilt; 
:i ~,!l l 0 • 110 •:>:i,n:i o • nnoi r. 1nK n7'1 

o•:>?o l1il"I o•:i, o • "ll i1:> ilo • i•1 :i; ? :>:n 
O'D HJ. 

(Ps. 155:8-1.0) . 

The view that the nations are witnesses of the deeds of tbe Lord is 

found io Psalms, 88 in other books of the Bible, as has been seen: 
'11J K O' "l l "IY1' Oil? i11 1D il"li1' iln'W 

i17D ilD il 
Selah (Pa. 9t21; See also 49:2; 

67tlO, l26a2) . 
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.iiDTi illii i nt!> f1X;t ?:> i1iiP? ,,.,,i1 
ni111nl . i11DT ?ipi ii l:>l iil:>l ni;i ., ? iiDT 

o.,n o,,., .;i i ;i., i ? o n .,l!l? ,,.,,;i iDi o ?ipi 
"T n ., 'P iac nD" .nii;iJ .nl 'lVJ'ti ?:i.n H<?Di 

f1X ;'I t>D tt ? Kl':> ;ii ;i ' .,l !l ? .ill1 ., 0 .,1;'1 
0.,1V"Dl u ., DY i p "T!l ?:i.n O!lW' 

{Ps. 98:4-9; See discussion of 
Psalm 48 ..... - ..... ~. ·- . .., 

The act of witnessing by the nations was looked upon, f rom all indications, 

either as designed to benefit Israel through arouaing fear in the nations and 

thua warding off their attack or as literary devices . On the evidence, how-

ever, here are no sincere conversionist sentiments. The motives for the 

nationalistic attitudes expresseo in Psalms, may be summed up sillply aai 

l ) religio-cultural-

. on ? ni;i., 1D li: i t li: o .,o y n .n x ,,., o\7 n x? 
nx i 1:i1 ., , . on., 0 1 0 i1o?'i o .,i 1 :i i:i1 1 .n' i 

o;i.,J:i nx in:it'i . o p iD? o n? , .,n,, c;i.,:i11 
c n.,J :i 0 1 ., p l 0 1 i :>Dw'i . o .,,o? o n., n il :i n xi 

rixn 'llnni l Yl:> .,:i11? i n:ir i wx o n'.niJ :i i 
in'i .c;i.,??YD l ilt.,, Cil' C!7YDl H tDC>"i , C., D"Tl 

i.ri?nl n x :i yn 'i i oy :i n'ln., 'lK 

(Pe. 106:34-40; See also 125:15-21J 
149: 19- 20). 

2) revenge 

0 ., 10 y;i c ? Q, ,., o i., nx c i"TX 'll? nin' i:>t 
'i a1C ;i,,,~ ;i 7 ll n :i . n:i ii o ' n ,, ,, , ,,, 
r n1P · .,, K .il ? n ? DH i?iDl 1'1!t , , o7 tt ' 1.' 

y?on ?x ,.,, , , n~ fDli 
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(Pe. 157:7-9; See al.so 79:6-15). 

D. 

The books ot Proverbs, Job, Canticles, and Ecclesiastes t llli"ow no 

light on the attitude ot Israel toward tbe nations. The other 'books of the 

Sible are national in character, i .e., they are concerned wi.tb 1tbe bieto't'Y 

and culture of the people of Israel as a collective unit and t.h1u d.iscwss 

national attitudes. The Books under discwision here are, on tru9 other band, 

ot a personal nature. 

Proverbs is addressed to the individual in an att•pt to J~lll him 

Yi th the wisdom or God and direct him in Ilia ethical b&harlour. Group 

problems on a national or international level do not enter into the scope 

or the Book. 

Job diacuasea the t ribulations and sufferings of the indi'll'1dual with­

out relating tbie probl• to the nation . 

Canticles is , in appearance, a love story, or possibly a c:ollection 

of wedding eonga, a drama portraying the love affair of King Solomon and a 

Sbunammite maid. The message is not one oi national or internat.ional con-

cern. 

Eceleei.Astee is a literfil'Y pr ocess of personal soul-scarch.ing, of a 

search for p·urpose in life. Again, na tional attitudes and probl,ems are not 

expressed. 

The books of an individual nature, t hose presenting person.al problems, 

&!! distinct i"rom nat.ional or internati onal ones or those r al.ated to pr oblems 

on these levels shed no light on t he pr oblem under discussion in this paper. 



Cb.s.pter XI 

DANIEL 

The Book of Daniel , which is of late origin (possibly of the 2nd cen­

tury B.C.E.) opens with an expression of an att~tude on the part of Israel 

which has been pr esent in all previo\18 periods ot I srael's historya the na­

tions are coneidered aa bei.JJ& subJ ect to the Lord ' a will and as being 1.ools 

of the Lorc:U 

Kl niin• 1?0 o• p•in• n i j 7o7 wi?~ nl0l 
t n •i .n •?1 is • ' o?~ ii • ?ll i?o isililill 
•?l nspoi niih' i?o o• p•in• nr ,,,l •J1x 
nxi l'n?l\ n'l 1Yl a y1x OK'l'' o•n?x n n•J 

i•n? x isix n•l x• ~ n o•?ln 

(Dan. l;l- 2). 

The view that foreign nations are subject to God' s will is reinforced 

on a personal level when Daniel experiences the mercy of the King's of­

ficers at God's wish after be (Daniel) bas refused to eat of the King' s 

food: lln9l ?x1n• x? , ~x i l ? 71 ?x•J i 00•i 

i;; 1< 0•0•1on i ;.o "Pl'i 1'nwo l"li i?o n 
ion? ?x•J1 n i; o •;i '71c ;i 1n•i . ?io n• K? 

o•o•i cn ia •Jo? o•on17i 

(Dan. 1:8-9). 

Th~ samP passage which is cited above indicates a separatist attitude 

on the part of Israel, because of reli gious principles, wnen i t says of Daniel 

that "be w.:>uld not defile bi.ma elf w1 th the king 1 s food, nor with the wine 

llhich h6 drank • • • ". 

These attitudes that, (a) the nations sre subject to the w.ill of the 

Lord, and, (b) Isr ael is t ile central concem of her God and her people, inter-

- ill -
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twine in the entire Book of D~el. 

In Daniel 2a 27-28, God is described as making known secrets t.o the 

king through D~el. The choice of Daniel as His interpreter is definitely 

a form of control ot the nations Just as is the mere tact that this know­

ledge can only come frcn the Lord: 

k::>7o , , Kt1 1DK1 x~7D 01p 7x'J1 :llY 
l ' 7j• ; •1r1 1•001n 1•awx l'D'::>n x7 7xw 

l't1 :i71 x•o 111 1 :i7x •n•x 011 .x:i7o? x•inn? 
n•1nx:i xi :i7 ,, no 1tl1j11l x:i7o? y11:ii 
1\1:1 101 11::1170 7Y 117K1 'itni io?·n IPOP 

(Dan.2: 27-28). 

The very content of the message t.o the king reinforce the general view 

tbst tlle nations are subject to the Lord: 

Xj7o :inlx .x:i7o oi p ioxl :i1wa1 xo7n xl1 
ltl on xni::i7o 1Po 111 :i7x , , i.:>:i7o i7o 
1•1x1 ,, ?::111 . 1? :in• x1 p•1 x~p~~ 

1:1' lt'Oti ., ui X1J n P n KWlK "l:i 
:icx1 xi:i :inlx 11n7::i1 io?w:ii 11•1 

••• IDrl "l '1 

,, f1K 111Tl11K K1l ~ O ,, n•rn ,., 7:ip ?::i 
••• xao::i K90n xwnJ x?rin np1:i 1 1'1' ::> x? 

(Dan. 2:56- 45; See also 5:18-27). 

The vision foretelling the destruction of many nations and the eventu-

al victory of the "people of the saints of the Most High,• the name o!' a 

group 11bich must be interpretated as being Israel (Dan. 7: 2J.- 2B};
1 

anci the 

vision foretelling that the Medo-Persian Plupire will be destroyed, and Greece, 

though she will be great, ,r;ill al.so eventually be destroyed (Dan. 8:20-25) 

imply God's dll rules the lJorld. 

On bearing Daniel's interpretation, Nebuchadnezzar ackno11ledged the au-

thority of Daniel and his God: 

l. Pfeiffer, Robert R. Introduction to O.T. New York: Harper & Bros., 

1948. P. 750. 
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However, the k.irig did not become a convert to the worship of the Lord 

of IeraelJ he continued to worship idols; 

• • .1J.l1:n:i3 l<:> '?t>? l '1D Ki ill 1)Y 1 1'7"D 1110 uy 

x'? 1"il'7 .- ? ,, lC>?D ,., IC'lil? Y'1' K? l :n 
1lDl K? 1HPpi1 "1 lt:li11 0?1 ?1 }'>M? !> Kl11"1< 

(Dan. 5;1&-18) . 

God's rule of the world is again emphasized, when Be delivers Shad-

rach, Meshach, and .lbed-nego f'r<>a tlie fiery turnace (Dan. 3i 25) , and Daniel 

from the pit of lions (Dan. 6:26-52). 

A3 a result of this great act, Nebucbadnez:..ar blessed the God of Shad-

rach, Meshach, and Abed-nego end forbid any blasphemy against Hill: 

"1 li il ~?tt 1'1l 1t> k 'I 1Il1J1ll il .l Y 

)"T ~1 ilJK?D n? ~ '1 1lJ 1)11 1W't> 111 W 
KJ?D n?oi "il ,; , nninil ,, "i1 11:iy? 

tt?'I pn ?£P ic? '1 l'lil'>DWl 1) il 't 1 'l"l t7 

O' ~ 'l b 1 . l1ili1 7K ? l il? il ?K '7J? 11110' 
tr? r 1D l('t .,, l t'J7 1 tlD l< DY ?J .,, OYC 

J•D1t1 at'tll , :iyi 1 VP D 111 17 ,, pi1 i1?~ ? y 
••• ' n 'tt at? i ?:ip ?~ t11nv' ,,,J iln ':i1 ,:iyn' 

(Dan. 3128-SO) . 

In the vision in Chapter 7, Daniel foretells of the destruction or 
many nations and the eventual victory of the "People of the aainta of the 

lifost High," the name of e group wn.ich must be interpretated es being Israel, 

after recaining strength: 
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l ' W'1P OY l1p K1lY l?1 lt l1 p1 n•in iltn 
KJ •ii K'D 1' P'"' ~nK , , ,, .}n? n?~• i 

1J Onil Kn1::> ?01 Klb t 1 l'l1''' 'W' ip? l n' 
K1hn K'Y'l1 1::>?o Kni'n 10K 1::1 ·1'W' 1P 

?:::> ?::>1un itn i ::> ? o 'n 10 uon •1 Kl'1 lD 
n lb 1 OY K' l 1 r 1 . i1 l p 1 n 1 ill O ,, 1n Ky 1 I< 

t n 'inx o i p • 11nKi }1Dp ' 1• ::>? 0 niwy nn 1::>?o 
1• ?0 1 . ?!lo n• 1•::>?0 nn?n i x•oi p 10 KJo • 1e1n i 

1lo'i K'1l ' T'li•?y • o•i p?i ??o • K•?y ix? 
l'J1y1 f 1Y , , ni • l 11Jn•n•i n11 t•J o r n• J 'C'n? 

nio wn? 1,,Yn • nJ o?t?i 111' ~l'"n ·11' 1?!l i 
Y.n1:111 ioo?wi Kn i::> ?o i . l:!>1b ,, ni::n n? i 

,, , ,.,, •i• wp OY7 nl•n• it•bw ? :::> ninn ni::>?o ,, 
.1 1Yonw•1 tin ?~· n? K'Jo? w ?::> i o?y nn i::>?o 
'l1'Yl K'l t? ?1t•J1 tt lK Kn?o , , K!l10 il::> , , 

n10J •l?l Kn?oi , .,, pH'IO ' •i•n ' ll?n:l' ( ) Dan. 7:21-26 • 

The next vision points out that the Medo-Per sian &apire will be de­

str oyed and then Greece will be great but she will eventually be destroy­

ed also . The 1ap1i cation throughout the vision i s tbat this is God's will; 

God rules the nationea 

The Boole of Daniel tells of the rebuilding of Jerusalem, its even­

tual destruction by a great power and final1y the dest ruction of the power . 

Rightful. revenge or punishment seems t< be tbe at titude behind t he fore-

told dutruction by the enemy; 

n 1J :? 1 l' t n? 1l1 1t 1 0 10 ?::> wni y1n i 
O'YlW1 ilJlO O ' Yl O 1' 1J n• oo ,, o?t71i' 

.... o' J'C' i o •ow 
1'K1 n•wo ni::>• O'J W1 o•oo O'Yl Wil • 1n 1t1 
ixpi Kl 1 i•1J 01 n•n~ · oipni i •yn i i? 

•• . n1000 nx1n1 non?o yp ,,, 900 J 
1nn nx1nJ1 n?::> , , , 0000 c •31 po ~J::> ., , , 

Ob H7 ?y 

(Den . 9: 25-27) . 

The Book indicates thet the Lord will destroy Persia, and will elevate 

Greece (Dan. 10:20) . Antiocbus and his ant.i-Jewish activity is described 

"'1t h tbe predict.ion that be will. be destroyed (Dan. ll r ~2-45) . The indicat ion 

of these parts expresses once again the vie~ t hat God rules t be nation&. 
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The Book leads floa.l.ly to a statement 1.odicating that Israel will be re­

born . Thia is the hope and the dre11111 and the end which i s craTed: 

ioyn ?ii1n i ~n ?Kj'D ioY' K'nn nyli 
nn'nJ i7 , OK nil ny nn'ni 1DY ' ll 7 Y 
o?o ? K'n n nYl1 K' nn ny n , , '1l ni' no 

i DO l l1nl KlDJ n 7l 1DY 

(Dan. 12:1). 

The purpose of the Book of Daniel is to offer moral support to I srael 

i n ber hour of suffer ing under the heel of Antiochus . The at'titude of the 

book toward Antiochus ia that or tbe Hasidim (the Anti-seleucid group) u 

distinct from t.bose Jews who were pro-Seleucid Hellenization.1 Israel's hope, 

according to the author of the book, ie that God rules the nations of the 

world, and as a ruler of the world, He may brlog about the eventual salvation 

of Isr ael. 

l. Pfeiffer, Robert. 8. !ntroduotion to the O.T. 
1948. P. 775. 

New York: Harper & Bros. , 



Chapter 12 

Conclusions 

1 . The major attitudes toward the nations in the Bible 

are a s follows: 

A. The nations a.be subservi ent to the wil l o:f God. 

B. The nations .function as tools of too Lord . 

c. The nat ions function as witnesses of the Lord ' s deeds. 

D. The na~ions are dependent on Israel for blessings and 

curse8. 

E. The nations are not the concern o:f Israel , l'l.1lc/or are 

the objects o~ her hatred and her ve11gea.nce . 

2 . A minor i ty attituae views the nat i ons as con­

tai ning so:ne "good people 11
, and portrays God a s showing 

compass ion to a foreign people who "beli eved God". 

3. Uni versal ism in the Rible is restricted to a 

minority view. 

4. There are no statements sugge sting, ie~.anding, 

or d6scr1b1ng prosylet ism oftbe foe eign nat ions to t he r e­

ligion of Israel. Therefore , we must concl ude that t here is 

no basis for such activity in the Bible . 

5. The preponderance of expeessions of one att i tude 

over another in the Bible varies in each period. 
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