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PREFACE 

All ancient trad1 ti on tell• ua tba t atored away in 

one or tbe t1rmamenta or heaven are the treasures or 

peace.(l) Many anxious generation• have sought those 

treaaurea here on ear th. But the aearch baa been a bl1Jld 

a tumbling. herything 1n lite tba t 1a wortblrhile h;&.• been 

orrered upon the altar of war, tutil•l7. because nation• 

cannot preaerve peace between tbeaael•ea. C~un1*l•• are 

ridden with irrational prejudices which blieht the lives ot 

subject and object. and deny both the blessings of concord. 

A boat ot factors attack the solidarity ot the tamily 

~roup undendning, and frequently destroying, the barmcmy 

required tor healthy-minded s ocial growth. The individual 

personality is plagued with conflicts a.nd pr oblems toward 

the solution or which science i s diverting more and more 

attention. Superficially, man.kind appears engaged 1D a 

gigantic effort to establish the reign ot peace. Aa yet 

there is 11 ttle premise of success. Peace remains a 

dream tor the optimi st, an opiate for the lazy; but the 

realist fears the immanence or war and recognizes the 

awt'tll consequences of strife in any arena. 'l'here are 

retugeea and rubble. graveyards of men and machine s , 

headlines of murder and thett, and by-lines of divorce. 

There is little to give hi.al hope. Tenaciously. he clings 

to his concept of a ideal , praya f or it. contributes t o 
i~ 

a cause which may promp~ but tinda 11 ttl• 1n hie daily 

life tba t be can do 1n 1 ts behe.l!. 
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Kan' a need and longing tor peace waa reccgnued 

and conaidered b'f the aagea ot tbe Ta laud. •area t 1• 

peace.• aaid R. Joahua b. Levi. •tor peace ia aa 

important to the worl.d aa 1• leaven to the dough.• (2) 

This vi•• i• •intained conaiatentl7 throughout the man}' 

tractatea ot the Tal.Jllud 1.n which a " •7 ot live ia presented 

to the Jew. But the r e.bbia did more then laud and commend 

it. Through legialation as .. ll. aa exhortation they proposed 

a way to attain it. Tbe1ra waa not a complex way involving 

massive organizations and technical charters. They brought 

the effort and the hope into tb9 lite of every aan. 

~hrougb almpl• devices they made men conci ous ot the im

portance of peace and gave t:twm poaaible waya of aiding 

to eatabliab 1 t. 

Modern efforts for peace are negatively stimulated. 

They are derived trca a fear of war. The Talmud knows 

no such motivat ion. Peace trC1n war was not even a major 

cons ideration in its pages. Rather, its preacr1pt1ona 

are aimed at bringing more goodness and happiness into 

the lives of men. It is not a sacrifice t o be made in 

the interest or aelt-preaervation, but an exalted goal 

worthy to be attained through justice and mercy, humi lity 

and restraint. Peace i s the great reward of this l i fe 

and of the hereafter. It ia the good tidings on the 11pa 

of the Messiah. It is that. per se, f or which a man muat 

strive diligently, not OLly for h.1mself, but for Iar&.el 

and all mankind as well. 
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While the Rabbi• or the Talmud were greatly 

concerned with the maintenance of peacetul human 

relationship•, their o.onceptl or peace bad t.ta theological 

aapecta. It ia hardly aurpria1ng to t1nd that these God 

1n•p1red men ••re vitally 1ntereat.d 1n the preservation 

or peace between God and man, especially b9tween God and 

Israel. Thi• relationship ia obviously involved in their 

conception• or the hereafter and their messianic epecu

lationa. Recognizing the lite of which they approved ae 

God-centered, the importance of pesce with God could 

not be over-emphae!zed, from their p oi n t of view. 

\\hat and how does ;he Talmud tet cb concerninp 

peace? The answers t o these question• lead one through 

a fascinating aeries of pertinent passages. The Hebrew 

O 1? w, and the A ram.a j e O f:, VJ, meaning "Peace" appear 

in a variety of settings in t he Talmud. Sometimes 

specific action is required or prohibited; sometimes it 

ia reccommended or discouraged. Occasionally the lees~ 

is implied in a stor:y or a fav or! te aay ing; and very o.ften 

it is subtly ouncee led beneath the veneer of etiquette 

in lnter-peraonal relations. To the investigation ot 

these paasagea do we now turn. 
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Part I - HUllAE RELATIONS 
Chapter 1. LEGAL ASPECTS 

The aages or the Talaud were not idle dreamers. 

They were practical realists. Understanding the frailties 

ot man tbey uaed the authority of law to attain and .an-
tai.n peace. Tbls waa neceaaary tor there were many areaa 

of potential conflict in whicb friendly relation• bad 

to be -1nta1ned. A man abould be at peace with his 

ne i ghbor. Bia home should be undiaturbed by quarrels. 

Be had everything t o gain by keeping on good terms with 

the gentiles among wbom he llved• not to mention the · 

ruling power, Rane, which had dominion over his life. 

And ao there are many Halachic paaaagea designed to serve 

tbese ends. Frequentl1 they are juatifie4 by one of tbe 

following camatmly round express1ona: "Becauae or the 

way• of peace.• 07],w ,.:>,T ' J9b•For the sake of peace." 

O 7 ~ \LI /.::2. T )J/; "To keep peace between a man-end 

hie tellow."l''13n) OTl! J'.1 01>w J11UIYS; "For the peace ot 

mankind. 'V>l,,3i"I D 1>\11 • J9t:l; and 11 For the ae ke of' peace 

with the ruling power." lll.::J)b;> Cll~\J/ ' l9t>. Other 

passages, less obv6C>ua 1n their intent, work toward the 

aame goal through the use of the word O 1 !:> \J/ • I t can 

h:.lrdly be considered acc1dent&l that the acceptable terma 

of s r. ll;tation and leeve-taking employ the word, O 1!JCL1. 

We shall see tbs t the 1mpl1cet1on of t Le greetlnf: goea 

far bey ond the extension of a courtesy, and that the use 

of the term 0 1)V/, is quite appropriate. FurtbermoN, 



-5-

although there can be no poa1t1ve proof to aupport 1t. 

legal empbaaia on the greeting, hence on the uee of the 

word o l)VJ, aeema to inYoln tbe dual purpose or m.in~ 

taining f'rlend17 re la tiona among aen and keeping •peace! 

cm 08 ~61l8\18• ab1l Ui tlill liearte ot the people. But 

f'ir•'· l•t ue consider leg!etlation spec1f'1cally a :!.med at 

the preaerYa t ion or peace. 

In apite of Biblical and Talaud1cal emphatla cm 

truth and integrity, permieeion ia given. to f'alsi.fy in 
'..,, ,\ t. ~-;"'Jr order to maintain peace. J ')JlJK .o r v;,7 ,,:; I 

o T JS J 'i c / ) 'I.I > ' 6 ,1 > > '.1 w .l 1 p fll .5 / n 1l'J1 
.1-,:J.n> 

Rabbi said: •All ll•• are rorbidden, but it ia permi tted 

to lie in order t o bring peece between a man and his 

fellow.• (J) Thia unuaual liberty !a coatlrmed 1n another 

statement spoken by R. Illa' 1 in the name of R. Eleuar 

who quoted R. Simeon. (4) 

To maintain peace in the community we find the 

.toll owing leg1alat1on'l""h> /nip j"'' :l . / ' /e 'J H ).;-" n~J. ~ f ' >•H ,//LI 

'f'/t '~ > / JJ~ ;c' A·.v~ /'~ > IN l 'fc '.J )f '.Ji>N . h->c' . 1' >hJ./ •,J /'>hit.I 

./>1~11 1 1)
1
/) )UJl,J AI .,,le '.:J >/ 'J~,,.· ;1c'-J '"'JJN .,~~ J ~' V A1,J# Jl.J 

. J1A1~ J1c ..,,,,,ft. 't>1' 'H> ·f '/e 'J>I 'J~~ ./Jt' f'',;t l''J~ ~.J l"u 
, ,,,,_ '01' ~, '/'h 'J>J J.JN lu !"" f"~ e• ;<tu .1 67e oh .AA.:J,.. 

)lflj_ '01 • ·~) .,lk 1.J)J '.J~J# isct /:/>A/>~ 1JN .J>•;,) e/q~ plJ,.,) './¥ , -,,A( ,,~ 
·f'Jr ~>t 'JJ11 . ~lca1 ~•~c 01~ ,-.,~o 'jiJ1'f ''Jr t'~ / 'h~; j 'lc ·''« IJ~ 

"Tbeae things have they enjoined in the interests ot peace. 

A priest reads firet, and after him a levite, and after 

him an Israelite -- 1n the interests or peace. They put 

t he "Erub" in the wonted houae ••• in the interest• of peace. 

The c1etern nearest toe we ter channel is filled tiret ••• 
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in the interest• of peace. The law of tbett appll•• 1n 

part to what ls ca\18ht 1n trap• aet tor wild an1ma1a. 

bird.a or f1ahea ••• 1n the interests of peace. R. Jose 
""~*"i ll•J~r. rAe. Mw tJj a.q.c- '1,.,-.S 

&Bye tbat the law of theft applieit' in p&rt tc. wba t 1-s 

found by a deaf-llUM• an 1abec1le, or a m1nor ••• 1n the 

interest ot peace. R. Joae 1a7a: "The law ct theft appl1ea 

in every respect. When a poor man beats the top of an 

olive tree, the law or theft applies to what is beneath 

him ••• 1n the intereat of peace." ~. Jose aays that the 

law of theft appliea in every respect. They do not try 

to preYent the poor amon& the gentiles from gathering 

gleanings, the Forgotten Sbeat and 'Peah', in the interest 

of peace." ( 5) 

Similarly, the next Mishnab continue a: i 1 ;111d,1 ~.Jn,Jh{ ,)f.k .AJ'-r"' 

) ,J/J ,ht l . ,1 A Y ;hC'Jt Ali J1.;JJ, A.I JH" 1uJJ 1 f'h >I ,l ,~~' ,>C)J A •)~r,) 
'11 l~l .,utY J,Jp 1N1 ..JJ.1J.1 '1 .h n1~1 ,, .,~ll ;>aJ /'JA.> f~ ..hell Af ie11 
Id Jin I .,n ',JY 'J,;i1;- 'J' j'J''l,111 / 'k '<1d ,),.-r 't~.h ~I 1~.; /'/..!,~ 

j.J ~Jc. .IJ'Y',Je~ f'.ui.) 'J,)I)' "J'j 'J 'l i'JN/ •flit ~)J Jtl/V d/t. I~/! 
·f'fe '.J JJ ~~N jN,/e~ ; 1//,.1t>I t/c )C" 'J' 

•A woman may lend a sitter, a sieve, a ~dmill, or an 

oven t o her ne ighbor tbat is suspected b~ transgressing 

the Seventh Year law, but she may not winnow or gr jnd corn 

w1 th ber. The wife of an Associate may lend e sifter or 

sieve to the wife of an 'Am ba-Aretz •~ and may winnow, 

grind, or sift corn with her; but when she pours water 

over the flour, she may not draw near her, since help 

may not be given to t hem tbet commit transgression. All 

these have they enjoined in tbe interests or peace. 
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Gent1lea may be encouraged (when tending their t'1elds) 

1n the leventh Year. but not Iare.elitee. Moreover. 

greetings may be offered to Gentiles in the interests 

ot peace.• (6) 

Special cal"9 was taken to avoid communal conflict 

atter the execution of a capital punishment judgement. 

i'''l"J jAl/t / '~'J'I .J>1N.,3Y1) )>1' J'<YJN f)e~,) /y(},J 
'","J:J f'3'f1)'J,1lt ,l1 f'..l"J1) }"le~ f'l_/cl~J f'l'-'J p 1;J 1>1)111 

J 
1
1) 1 • f-"') 1 J, ,,Jc. j'1 e f 11~ f::; 1

/ y l:J {,.; /'lee 
. ,.) f ~ l«I Jc A I .J '.J '- / 'It. fl> f I J ./I k 1~ le. ! , 1~ /~./JN 

•Wben the tleah ( ot the victim) had wasted away they gathered 

together the bones and buried t~em 1n their own plece. 

The kinsman came, and greeted the judges with 'Peace•, 

and the wi tnesses with ' Peace' as if to say, "We have 

naught against you in our hearts, for ye have judged the 

j udgement of truth.' And they used not to meke (open) 

lamentation, but they went aourn1ng, for mourning bas a 

place in the heart alone. " (?) 

iben. on tbe 25th day of Adar, they began t o e7.act 

unpaid pledges of t he Shekel dues 1n the Temple, money 

was t aken onl y from levitea, Israelites, proselytes, and 

freed slaves. Pledges were not exacted trom women, slsvea, 

or minor•, in accord with the usua l legal policy ot plac

ing them 1n afparate catego~ies. But, in aod1t1on to 

them, priests were t~-exempt, perhaps out of respect to 

their position ln the commllllity, and certainly, as stated, 

to keep barmor.y therein. 

·f '{e 

The exact wording or the M1ahna ia: 

'.) )j 'J d "' 1'.J,rJ,) JJA. I 'JJ~/1, ;·1t. 
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•'l'bey did not exact pledge• trcn tne prieat•• in the 

intereata ot peace.• (8) Further apec1al conaideraticm 

i• given t o the prieat in the light ot hi• required 

dutiea 1n tbe tollowing passage from tbe Tosephta. The 

context la such that a priest is the object of vow made 

b7 a man who want• to derive no benefit trca h1lll. Since 

the vow cannot be disregarded, the following leg1alat1on 

adjusts the situation: j.MI..) i>'·) fkl • u.ule,., /lc1t It.fl ••• 
·f'ft 1

.ll1 '.J~ 111 J"~j, /1HI 1J>/c.O/) flN 1 1fy /Jl1 

"fie that la forbidden by vow to have any benefit from 

hia tellowJ ••• aboul.d n ot greet him, but, if be were a 

priest, he sprinkles in bis behalf the blood of hi• sin 

ottering, and the blood of his guilt offering, in the 

interests of peace.•(9) 

Recognizing the plight or the poor, and the diffi

c ulty of restraining their efforts to supply the needs 

of their families, the Tosephta includes this liberal 

enactment a i med at malntnlning the peace of the community: 

J Y ,J f 1.)' /' k C}> J J j u de > / ' /c. e f' '.11' f e / '1) 

jll '_J;J 1Jci f k1 / J ',) fi.I> NN fl ',J Jun"/ )J ',j / ) 

· f 1/c. ' ;):; './<JN 

"It there were poor persona there who were no t qualified 

t o glean, the owner may prevent them if he can, but if 

be cannot, he leaves them alone for the sake of peace.• (10) 

Salle of the passages already dealt with indicate 

that Talmudic law took into consideration the presence 

of gentiles 1n the caamunit7 and sought t o maintain 
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peace with them. Additional reterencea show the remark-

able liberality of the r abble and the strength or their 

desire tor peace. Thua: _f'-l ~IJ '1;;;1y,) JN j' )J /'-::Jlh 
r..:.~.) I~ 1 1~ {'t 'J 1 //J.1 ' J /)/'.// f /c) e 1ft /cJ #NJ, JJ ' 'Y 1,JC ~ 

'JoN / J1 1 fe,J ; 'J faJ eJ • fie J eJ '1 1 fc. i J rJ Jc fi ' 'T ,~ c~ 
• /)J fe "..J) 1 

"Newly ploughed land may be hired in the Seventh Year 

trom a gentile but not t'rom an I sraelite: and gentiles 

may be helped (when labouring 1n the fields) 1n the 

Seventh Year, but not Iaraelitea. Moreover. greetings 

may be oft'ered to gentiles i n the interests of peace."(11) 

·f 1Ic ~ )l :;.;A 1~·1'/c.~ t'1c,1 f'f~ f '/Jt.1e 

"One may greet gentiles on their festival days, i n the 

interests of peace." (12 ) 

Gentile poverty and distress cannot ~e ignored. 

r Jc Je' " ..1-y f ) p "1~ } •',;' fr'0 .1 -,c)/\/ ;'J. 
f 1 ) ~1/l l fj. >t.) i1A f Y f'/ l .:J Y f 1h j' -;jltJN/ 

·fi f e "r:;J) 1J 3 N fj<-) C) '.JJN f ' ? / _'"1 )' '.hN 

"The Rabt is t aught : ~e support the gentile poor together 

wi th the poor ot' Israel, and we bury the gentile dead 

along wi th the dead of I arael, and we visit t he genti le 

sick along with the sick or I arael in the interests of 

peace. " ( 13) 

f >/C ,) l "' J/ne' / " 1 ·~ 1c f'lt'I IL·u> ,,,;i e';; l 'Y 

·f 1l e :.:.n 1

.Jc. N f ' Jr! · ~ r f'OJ J'1N.f1le '..J ) J './.;>' 

"In a city where Iaraelitee and gentiles dwel l, the 

off icers c ollect (char! ty) t'ran Israelite and gentile 

alike, in t he interests of peace. The poor of the 

gentiles are supported, i n the interests or peace." (14) 



J 'rllJ J t 'Ji' 

-l()Q 

if ,N h I 'N luNJ 

·f 111: ~)J 
t ,,, , .h N I .!_) '-dJ1lL 

'_J cJ ~ f , ,e.__ VJ_!_p_ 

•we eulogize tbe gentile dead, and can.tort tbe gentile 

mourner•, and bury tbe gentile dead, 1n the &ntereata 

ot peace." (15) 

The desire tor peace extended beyond the l~cal 

acene, Peace with the ruling power, Rene, waa also 

highly valued. Under peacetul oondi tlona there were 

no peraecut1ons and harsh decrees. Tberetore, when 

necessary, concesa1ons were made and the atriotneaa ot 

the law relaxed, 1n order to maintain friendly relations • 

• Ji1::>fN f'/e f 't'N /'6"tt,J AJJ{N 1..1 i 1.h JN '.J.J# /,/,, ' ";. 

"Ulla said: nhy waa it decreed that the (year of tbe) 

reign ot the government be stated in a 'Get•. For the 

sake ot peace with the ruling power." (16) 

An historically interesting passa ge gives further 

indication of the same spirit. It informs us that the 

destruction of Jerusalem came through a certain Bar 

Ka.mza. He was the enemy of an Israelite, and is hia 

anger he went t o the Emperor and said that the Jews were 

rebelling against him. To prove bis point, be bad the 

Emperor send a tine calf t o the Temple to be sacrificed 

aa an ottering. On the way , Bar Ka.mza made a blemish on 

the animal 1n a place which rendered 1 t unaccepta~le 

ritually t o the Jewa but not to the Raaana. Bad the 

cff ering cane tran a Jew, 't would hiive been re j ected 



at once; but. the Talmud aaya: 

..h1.:JIN f 1/e flCN ,J ·~,,pf /J,)) Jl~O 
•The Rabbi a were inclined to ofter 1 t tor the aake or 

peace with the gevernment.• (17) Although the final 

deciaion waa against th1• action. and perhaps led to the 

war during which Jeruaalem waa destroyed. it is clear 

that a lllinority favored modificati<m of the ritual law." 

'l'be Rabble lcwed peace and bated war. Their feel

ing• in thia regard were eo atrong tba t they a.ffected 

their interpretation of the way 1n which prescribed 

holiday• were t o be observed. Thia is shown 1n a pa ssage 

taken from tractate Roab Raahonoh: 
' '1 ·~>I) /1..3 .J,1 It ~,.3 ',, ,,_Ja. ,l > I h- ., 'lJJ) ;J :Jut ~-'l. 

/'~el ,)71,) ' A~i ,, .,,, 'r ',Jr,J /',JI 'f'Nh,> 111,11 

''""'e 1 //er ,,., i '>/ ! 1,3 ,,)/ ' > i' . / 1c1 / ,J/J/ ... ~f1 
,)/)~tf1 ; 1eeT ,J',J, f'le ~'e jNJ,J ,,.,ft/> 'J ,) 11t./' .LIA 

e' t//,JJ,J )~le/ ':) ,) /c aa ,J) ) /lie. · / 1~ '('le /'le 
,1 J H' / 'le ·fl,3 ,))'1c e' . Jh1t~f1 /'~~f ,J',» f~ft 

·/ 'J Y]> /i / '/c 1,.)) f '.J Y .-h/V I~) f 1 / f /~I 

~What ia the meaning of t he verae (Zech . 8 )'Thus sai th 

the Lord of Hoste: The taet of the fourta and the f ast 

ot the fifth. and the f aat of the aeventb, a nd the faat 

ot the tenth (months ) shall be for the joy and gladness 

ot the Bouse ot Judah ••• ' It is spoken of as both •rast' 

and 'joy' and 'gladneaa'. But should 1 t not be t hus: 

In a time of peace let 1 t be for ~oy and gladness. When 

there ia no peace. it is a r•at. R. Pappa eaid: It 
I 
I 
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should be interpreted in thia way: In a tillle of peace 

1 t •ball be tor j Of and gladnesa. Wben there 1a perae

outi on, it 1• a raat. Vihen there 1• neither persecution 

nor peace tboae who w1•h to taat, may taat, and tboae 

who do not want to, do not taat. " (18) 

Ac-0ord1ng to the Rabbinic view only one war may 

be viewed •• a a1tzvoh, the conquest ot c-an. Every 

effort muat be made to avoid war. Before the torcea 

"R. Joae the Gallilean said: Great la peace tor tn the 

hour of war the openins gesture must be the off er of 

peace ( 11 t. one doe a not open except w1 th peace), aa 1 t 

is aa 1d: "When you draw near to the city to wage war 

with it. you aball call Wlto it 'Peace.•• (19) 

Wartime conditions also affected the law, as may 

be seen by laws cor.cerning a woman whose husband has died. 

"If a woman and her husband went beyond the sea, and 

there was peace between h.1Dl and her and peace 1n the world, 
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an4 abe came back and aat4. 'JIJ bu8band 1• dead.' ebe 

... y mar17 again. (It ahe eai4, ) 11J buaban4 died (child

leaa) 1 • aha -.y contract levirate -rriage. It there 1a 

peace between b1a and her, but -r 1n the world, or 

oantention between b1a and her, but peace 1n the world. 

and she came back and aaid, 'My husband 1• dead,' abe 

may not be believed. R. Judah aaya: She may never be 

believed unleaa abe return• weeping and with garment• 

rent. The aagea answered: It 1• a ll one (whether ahe 

does so or not): •be may not marry again." (20) 

The above passage alao indicate• the strong 

Rabb inic diaapproval of contention ln the home. To 

preserve the peace ot the home even ritual requ1rementa 

could be aet aside. Thia ia clearly expressed 1n t he 

worda or Raba: 
) .J ,) :J /.)I> ).)/ 1j, ',J } .J 'J ,) C 'eJ /c~ ) >Nie 

f I 11. C)] '/I I.Ji ',.,) 
. tJi '.J 

J.J . /)> '.,.) f' fe ~ll'fi j> 11Y 1..1> 1~ 
f 1/ e f lt-IV f ·7 y /,/> '~ )../ 

"Raba said: It la obvious to me (th.et 1t one must choose 

between) the houae light and the Hanukkah light, the 

f ormer ia preferable, f or the aake of the peace ot the 

Bane." (21 ) 

The foregoing passages have designated t he specific 

ways in which t he rabbis or tbs Talmud legislated tor 

the sake of peace - peace bet ween a man and hi• fel low, 

i n the caumunity, with the gentiles, with hia government , 

and even with a potential enemy. They have s hown t heir 

w1111ngneaa to modify ritual law as well aa place reatric

t i ona on secular behavior, all for t he sake of peace. 
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Now we turn to a •ore subtle ettort. 'l'he uae ot the 

greeting 'Peace', regulated bT Talmudic law, ta a 

calculated attempt to maintain peace. Beginning wl th 

simple inter-personal relatiClllahipa where it appears to 

be a co-on courtea1 it expands 1n a1gn1t1Aance to the 

atature of a d1plcaat1c gesture. Let ua ex••tne the 

development. 

R. Mathia b. Hereab inatructa: 

·f i/c. IJ 11ie;J f 'J/fi 'h) ) /rlk r 11> 1~ /c.:hN N) 

ase ti~at to greet every man with •Peace.'" (22) 

Naturally, the party thus greeted i s expected to return 

the greeting of 'Peace.• (23) He is even instructed to 

attempt to extend the greeting tirst on tuture meetings. 
f 11 ) fn ,>e J) ,Y f,,J Y11>e / J !<.J11> rJJ -;11~ 1-J/i, >11A/ 

( 11 f 'l,:.h ) JN/c.Je ,f ile 1! f '1! , f 'fe 11 /.fi ' I 
) ' Jf, , ) )/!. 1/ j.JJ.J ! '' 1 ". J ,) CJ J JI t 'fe e i ,J ,. 
f ) :J , ) ·f_f, ) / ,J f11 lc 1: //'l~Je ;l1c' /t )j> .J. 

·f.J '.h~~ 'Jr ,) ..J>I Je 

•R. Belbo said 1n the .... ot R. Buma: ;·,hoever knows 

that 1a ls bia neigbbora wont to greet him should extend 

greetings to him first, as Scripture •~atea: 'Seek peace 

and pursue it.' And it be (the neighbor) greei.d him 

and he tailed to reply, be 1• called robber, aa it la said: 

' It is ye that have eaten up the vineyard; the apoil or 

the poor la in your houaea.•• (24) 

One also ia instructed in the uae ot the word 

'Peace• in the leave-taking ritual: 
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f''f,J fj Jj Jfi}t ' /Jc. J >.N.AN ) Cc)J1) 
1

1/,J. p;_ 'NY u11t.I 

tile{ _zf ,)C" f 1{ J;v/ce 1 J.h ' 'J1J e fl.fe[ ; [ Jc{i 
f Jlc~ I f f'fe~J,f , [ 1/t/f.e 1 1 1 .J•f~,S1 ,J {J 

• ;J f .JJ..J I i' J,) 
•R. Abin the Levite aa1d: He who i• parting fran hie 

fellow shall not aay WltO hia: 'Go.!!! peace, 1 but •Go 

to peace.• For behold when Jethro said to Moeea, •Go -
to peace, 1 he went up and prospered. But when David 

aa1d t o Abaolan, •Go in peace,• be went and was hung. " (25) 

Similar 1natruct1ons are given t o hlm who l eavea 

the presence ot the dead: 
JJ ) IV /c 1 f/c }J /./i> / " J(/;}./1 ) 'Ji,) j '~J. ',.)) )N/t/ 

(, 6 -)I 'tic ) ,J ; '/t~ t' f J r~.,J t l J,Jf it f 'iel ? ( 
:f 1/ e~ / J; 1JJJ.. f le. /,1AJ.h .1;J>~1 .. 

"R. Abin the Levi te said : He who 1a parting trom a dead 

body shall not aay t o it: ' Go !,2 peace , ' but •Go .!n peace , ' 

as it i s aaid (Gen 16} 'And you shall c ome unto your 

t a the rs _!! peace. '" ( 26) 

A further regulation apec1t1es the greeting t o be 

extended to a king: / ~ 
1/llt ; 11) / ' N ie 1

J f 11{ jJV fe ( J 1 

d)f / / /t..l/I / 
ii"'/ t,1le / 'lv 1 .J ~ / 'J~ /u-N AJ ) J lt//t , JJ h J ) '_ .. 

f 'c '/e.J t /, ' 'c:: N't ~lc ,>e..Jf h 1 ) / '(~ • -/c ,, ''_:-' J Nh.JF 

' . .. 1// / / f ,j, f''~ 'e 1 j ,.J / /VY/ 311 jd 

"And whence do you know that we eay ' Peace 1 twice t o a 

king? He answered according t o R. Judah in the aame o~ 

R. Mona: Whence do we know that we aay ' Peace• twice to 

a king? As it is sa id (X Chron. 12) "Then the spirit 

clot hed Amaaai. who waa chief of tbe captains: Thine are 

we, David, and on t hy aide, t hou son of Jesse; Peace. 

Peace be unto thee •••• • (27) 
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An 1ntereating Jlial:maic paaaage tell• ua of the 

1.natitutim of uaing the Hol~ )fa.me aa a part ot the 

ritual ot greeting: 
)N}cJ~ ee,J l lNh p1/e ./JI, fJ1t PIA fc.,>'e l~';,.}, 1)/ 
/l~lt '1 f :J#'I ~;) F1?1jf JNl. 'I f);/ f..n~n /t,::; ,;J ; ).,11)/" 

- }IN./J t_Jc }~I/Cl • i'JJ,J ? l;;)c' f /fY '1"'; ) Nf/<.i • ; , ) ?.J'~ ' 199 hJ 
·/~u.J; n a ,) ,Jh ) '/' ~1e-y/' J>y J,.,1h, , !;~/<... ,,J.J/,1 ~ 

.,)J~'f ../>Jc-'Yd ../)' /./> ? /.), /12;/~ } NJ/<. ; :..h.,; 1 ) 

•And it waa ordained tba t a man should salute hie 

fellow with (the uae of) the Na.me (ot God); for it ia 

written (Ruth 2:4) 'And, behold, Boaz came fran Beth

lehem, and said unto the reaper•, Tbe Lord be with you. 

And they answered h1.Jll, The Lord bleaa thee. • And 1 t ia 

written (Ju 6:12), 'The Lord ta with thee, thou mighty 

man of valour.• And it la written {Prov 23:22) , 'And 

deaptae not tbf mother when she la old. • And 1 t la 

written (Pa 119,12•6), 'It is tilne to work for the Lord; 

they have made void thy Law.• R. Nathan aaya: They have 

made void thy law becauae it waa a time to work for the 

Lord." ( 28) Although this cuatan aeema to have beer. an 

emergency measure, a later Talmudic passage atamps it 

with the seal of approval of tbe , ) [Y/I/ k /'i .A'~, the 

heavenly court. (29) 

Restrictions of the uae of the greeting 'Peace• 

supply convincing testimony of ita 1.Jllportance, 0n1, 

in the proper setting could the greeting be extended: 
~ ';: ,_.. /)\ ['J.f> f j ft. tf~.fi N ,) ,,) ,),( );.) t J,l , ) ).II,< 

j. 1~C /'l ~ //; ) N,) J; '.vf 0.1..)J;) ';J 'Ji 'N ,f). J /'/'/; 

/ ')) /'lei 17/ J.}'JI J)f1N fi> e' !'eliJJ /'JN!~ 
/ ·1 "t°' !' /£ · '.J,.)e f 1 l'N ,,,, f 1/ tt Jii '/ct: J "'' 
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"R. Adda b. Abava aaid: One may recite prayer• at the 

batha. An objection 1a raised: It one enters the 

bathe in the place where people atand dressed. both 

reading (the Sbema) and prayer (Amidah) are pend tted. 

and a greeting of 'Peace• goea without aaylng ••• In the 

place where people atand undressed• a greeting of 

'Peace' la not permiasable there. and reading and pray

ing goea without aaying." (~O) The •a.me proacr1pt1on ia 

echoed in the following paesage trca Perek BaSholan: 
f ' /t f<'j'J _, .. ,J,,) /~ IN~~ f'J~_, Jt1,) /1Jt' 'l~/,) 1 >"Jc 

Jc''/) 'J J.N/r. ·f'fr: ~) 11' ln1•1 f1z_ '~1e) ,~/c.1e 
f. 1lA/,J I J 'N I> f,'/e,J /11<cf 710).t /~JN tf~lc J~ 

/l>/>/ . ',JI J,~j"' ;1 '11e fe L,J'I. (/eJ ·1r& i>IV .j>J/Q/v 
,J..),1t )f1 /:J1)i. /c./ JJ'lct hlt)JN ·'~' "·f'/e 1

1) 1/ 

f It Je' le lJ, 1c;~f fc_//c ,J.J,J./ faJI I>'>~ M/ 
r f 1/e /J/JI f/!e ;Jt11/e. ft,,,~ 'N f'le "-'/./ 
d~ > f'' / ',;i f' Je f'C~1 f'/e N'eN/ f'fe /'lj'IV/ 

. 1)/V :; 1 ,) N ..J _f>J,/c. / y f'~t,J e /'>NM 

"R. Joshua aaid: Great is peace for the name ot the Holy 

One, Bleseed be Be. is called peace. as it is said 

(Ju 6:24)• 'And he called it(tbe altar) 'The Lord 1s 

Peace.• R. lii'Y}'a b. Abba said: From this we derive that 

one must not greet his tellow with 'Peace• in a filthy 

place. tor it is written. (1bid) 'And he called it 'Tbe 

Lord is Peace.• It the altar which did not eat. drink, 

nor amell. and was built only tor the atonement ot ra .. el. 

was called ' Peace•, how auch more titting that man should 

be called 'Peace• who lovea peace, purauee peace. otters 

a salutation, returns a sa lutation. and makes peace between 
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Iarael and their Father in Heaven.• (31) 

In Talmudic time• nightfall wrapped a curtain ot 

JD.J•tel"J about the earth. There were many auperat1t1ona 

baaed on the belief tbat evil apirita were abroad at 

night. So atrong ••• the grip of tbia euperatitic:m that 

it led R. Joabua b. Levi to voice the porh1b1tion ot ex

tend!~ a greeting at night. 
f 1le flt 'e f J!cl' 1i 11d/. .,f /,J 'lt1;>' • , l1tA jc,,, 

• /, ,,) It /t.Nt /.J '(. , I,, . ,,/ 'i-v j J,J h I 
"Thu• •aid R. Joshua b. Levi: A man is forbidden to 

give a greeting of 'Peace' to bis fellow at night. We 

are afraid that he might be a demon." (32) 

In accord •i th the view that even the voice of a 

wane.n is seductive, the courtesy of a greeting ot 'Peace,' 

which would require an answer, le denied her. 

~ ./ h ,u 'le. /'/,,J / fJ1e j*J. h1~tt JN~.>/ 
"Tbua •aid Samuel: We do not greet a woman with 'Peace• 

at all." (33) 

In a more enlightened spirit, the Talnaud ebowa 

considera tion for the feeling• of the debtor. Anticipa

ting hie deaire to eacape recognition by his benefactor 

and the resultant reeling of absllle and degradation, it 

rules: 
/..J'k/ 

. ·f'I e ,f 
) f Jc.. ) ;;, i 

" I t la taught in a Baratta - R. Simeon b. Yobai aaya: 

Whence do we know of one who ha• loaned his fellow money 

and does not ordinarily extend a greeting to him firat, 
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that, (while hi• creditor) be la torbldden to greet h1.JD 

with 'Peacef tlrat! Scripture atatea (Deut 2~), •uaurr 
ot uiy word which may be u•urf • • (:S•) Here la an -
indication that the greeting •Peace• conveyed aore thaa 

a caaual aelutatiQl aa lta meaaage. 

Another example o~ Tal.lludic CQlaideratic:n ot teel

inga la diacemabl• 1n the caae or a aan who baa taken 

a vow not to deri Ye benet1 t .trom a certain party, who, 

lmleaa restrained, may extend a greeting to hi.a • 

• 1J [ 1h I [ 

_ ./Nlfe,J 

11 'i) • I ) J1 ,v /II/ t1 J .JJ , ) f /) 

[Jc If> J<h / 1 /,.JAi I 11..JJj /'/< 

•1r he tell aick, be may enter and viai t ht.m. It be bad 

a patient, be aay not enter and vlait him nor extend a 

greeting ot 'Peace.•• (~5) Thia, too, would indicate 

t he presence ot a deeper significance to the aalutat1on 

than a ppears on the aurt'ace. The greeting conveys a 

message or friendship, la an expression of interest 1n 

one'• welfare and a prayer on hia bebalt.• 

While a man is occupied with his prayers, hie 

attention ahould not be diverted trClll them. Tberetore, 

the Talmud apecit1ea the intervals at which greetings may 

properly be given and reciprocated. 
},3' J;J ( //':; /h /c >/}/ri] /Nj Y't',>I 1»/.),iJ fc11p 11'1) 

;J 'c /'/I 11,.l..J•> '.JcJ.1V f/t11! fj)CJ,.J . /c,J> Jc./ IJf fl<! 

.> ·1cN " ) 'J ,.JJ . ,J 'e.NI _,)/c ) ',J '../,}N f/c1t> ~,J/Yl-,.JI 
,.) 'eN/ Jc. J ',) 'Jc)N f,1c1~ f,JN/<,;i ) /VJ/c ,) ) J,)l " ) 

I .)[ 11 fe rJ 'c.111 11,.J;,) !./.J" l1c1~ I '/ ) cJ,.J .J~~.J ,) 
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•1r a :man wa• reading (the •er••• ot tbe Sbema) in the 

Law and the tiJH c&M to recite the Sbema• lt be directed 

bi• heart (intentionally reading to t'uUill bia duty), 

he baa tul1"1lled bi• obligation; otberw1ae be baa not 

t'ulfllled hi• obligation. Between the aect1aia be may 

salute a man out ot reapect and return a greeting; but 

in ttw aiddle (of a section) be may ••lute a man (Jonly) 

out ot t'ear of bi.a, and return a greeting. So R. lleir, 

R. J•dab uyai In the middle he may aalute a man out ot 

tear ot hi.a and return a greeting out ot respect; between 

the •ect1ona be may aalute a man out of respect ~d return 

the greeting of any man.• (36) 

In the ritual of the Temple, the greeting bad a 

apec11'1c function. Since, under normal cond1 tiona, 

anyone to whca a greeting we s extended could be expected 

to replJ, the waket'ulness or the members of the Watch 

waa teated by one who extended ' Peace• unto them. 
f l~JIJ//iJ/4/ )IY{' NI J '•lefl ,, J-,' ) jfi l" ,--, • }J ·~ ,) }1) e'Jc. 
tfr f'b A ~/) ,,J t'Jc ,J '""'/c. J fl1¥ u '/,e J l'lt# J J I 1'.J~ ( 
1~ 1o:J )ti. fn~I 11 µ •,J .AIC JI 1Jlh~ 1~11> 1~ ,, /c.'1) t: ).) ~ 
"The officer of the Temple llount used to go r ound to 

every watch with lighted torches before him. To any watch 

who waa n ot atending the officer of the Teaple Mount 

would aay: •Peace be unto y ou,• (and if be did not reply) 

it waa manifest that he was aaleep, end be would beat 

him •1th bia ataft, and he bad the right to burn bia 

raiment." (37} 
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In the to1lowing aituation, the extension ot tbe 

greeting alao aasumea a technical importance, and ia 

regulated by law. Ir the first of Kislev cUle and no 

rain bad fallen, three day a of f'aating and llmi ted 

activity were proclat.ed. It necessary this ns extended 

tor three more daya. It this was to no avail, •till more 

restr1ctlons were applied for seven daya more. It• by 
n 

this time• no rai& baa tallen i t is attributed t o God• a 

displeasure and the people auat behave appropriattl'J. 

The limitations are increased and they include among t r em 

· I litJhf f ;j (~ f 1/c )>1i 'Jc.a •the exchange ot greetings 

between a man and hie fe l low.• (38) 

Again, the extenaio~ of greetings is prescribed by 

law in the case of he who baa been excommunicated l n a 

dre&Jll: f J/c '.J,. "~ t;'>,.3 f 'lhA 1 iJ JJJ f o1 > ") Jiik 

' lo , )f,J.J}> /c/1 /J..Jv1 'J,)f<.. k)u /.:; /../Jil fi1,>/ 1/ J:fl,J/ 

i 'S 'I /c.; 'r ''" . 1.J.h A.fl 1.1.J.N 11 ·d /c /cJ;.:if a J.JJ> ' /c.)' I 
1 ~ ;>J ~ ~ "~l',1 lc"'le ~:> 11 f'.J JJ .)ie ; a lc tJ :i,'/; 

. /c.J>Jt',> '),Jej ,1>~'Y ,> 'I r{J'.N ) 

nR. Joseph sai d: He who bas been excamnunicated tn a 

dream require• ten men to release him. Thie is permiaeable 

when the1 (the ten) have studied Hale.cha, but it they 

have studied llishna and not Halacha, it ia not. And it' 

there are none (available who meet the requirement ) he 

muat go and •1 t at the croaa-roada and extent a greeting 

ot ~reace• to ten men until be f1nde ten who have studied 

Hale.cha." (39) 
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The tollowing passage likewise applies tbe greeting 

as an instrument ot tbe law. Here it 1e ueed only a• a 

•aeure ot ti. and it 1• interesting that or all the 

pbraees. Biblical or popular, available tor use, the 

g~et!.ngs ot 'Peace• waa selected • 

.'01' 'N )/ .'1t1j )J,JiJ 1/c{ >J,JJ 'J:J jl.h ·~tJ j.JrJ) 

j l./J 1 ).1, ')fik • •• '113 J/ilj.J JI~] 'j..) / Ii> ),JO 

11>1 ,:rJ f J'Nf)> .J,fi;1 ·'3.J 11> '1,,) >1,JJ 'JJ 

' 1.) ' 01 ) ';;) )1 ,) '[ ..,hf I~ •i'-f'/.J,f ;>)1) .))/1/ce 1 J ) 

_ '3..J e 'd-1; ')J/I/ ~) / 'f1 fife All / 1Al.J, ..Ai'li.c 
,) ·r Ji ·1, t 'f¥ r ,1~ 1 '"fJ,f ~),) .J,/'1c.e 

•The Rabbi a maintained that statements ( contl1ct1ng) 

following one another within the m1n1mwn of tillle 

(sufficient tor the utterance ot a greeting) are not 

equivalent in law to a siagle undivided sta tement •••• It 

may be sa i d that there are two d1Uerent mini.muaa of time, 

one sutficient for tbe greeting given by the disciple to 

bis master, end t he other sufficient tor the greeting 

given by the master to the disciple. Where R. Jose does 

not hol d ( the two statements to be one) is where the 

interval i s sufficient for the greeting ot the disciple 

t o t he master, namely, •Pesce be unto you my teacher end 

my master,' as this is t oo long; but where it is only 

sufficient for the greet1ng of the -•ter t o the 

disciple, ' Peace be unto you,• be holds that they do 

(form one) .• (40) 
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Chapter 2. SOCIAL ASPECTS 

We have aeen how. bJ •&na of Balacba, the Rabbla 

of the Talmud •ought to eatabliah tbe reign or Peace. 

Nearly all the material dealt with in the preceeding 

chapter baa aocial l.aplicationa. (41) Pew reference• 

are not concerned with huaan relatior1a. (f2) We bave 

already discerned tm. realaa of aociet1 1n which the 

Rabbi• acted to preaene barmc:my. But legialati on never 

givea a complet. picture ot aoeial thought. While the 

legal passages give ua splendid 1na1ght into the appl1-

cat1cn ot the term f 1 [e, e.xamSnation of uny more 

pert inent ate tements is necesS&l"J' t o r ound out the t911 

aooial c oncept. We find an abundance of Aggadic material 

akilltUlly uaed t o convey an impor t ant message t o t he 

people . Through precept and example, through fable and 

exposition of the Torah, tbe Ra•bia plled their t e ak. 

Their assembled statements a re a mine of inspi ration 

t or t he modern reader. 

The great importance attributed to peace in the 

home ia reflected in the 

f /)) ~ f''t' f 'e N 1) r:J 
• jh}cJ j J./& J, l r r,) e ·~ f'f~ 

word• of R. Simeon b. Gamaliel; 

)N,/C ff< 1//(t' /,) ft ~ /V~ 1,J) 

f 'eN 1/')o ,JJ.Ju,) 1{ y ,>hN /.h',.,; 

"R. Si.aeon b. Gamaliel aaid: Whoever eatabl1ahea peace 

in the midst ot hi• household. t o hi.a Scripture attribu te• 

it as if he bad eatabliahed peace among each member of 

Iarae1.• (~) No aucb peace can e~ 1at, aaya Raba B. Ulla 

without the presence of a wite. 



/,/~ 'ne ,)e.l 1f J~'lceJJ,f l 'ltf~h J~ fllu./, 11 '"~ 
/ 1 /~ /1' >"'" 1~Tr¥ , /<N) ... ,>NJO tJ_. ,J.J>IY U'~ 1Jh"e _ 

.. . . 1c/ (!.>le f'le ':> .Ji)J'1 "(,>-,.J1'~),J'..J..JJ f'lr_ 
R. Tanlma aa1d ln the .... ot R. Ban1la'1: Any man 

without a wit• exlata without J07, without bleaaing, 

without good •••• Raba b. 'Ulla aald: ETen without peace, 

&8 lt is written (Job 5:24):•And thou ahalt know that 

thy tent ia peace.• (44) 

But the mere presence ot a wife la not su.tflc1ent 

to inaure harmony. The attitude of the husband to h18 

mate is crucial. Splendid advice is offered in this 

anon,aoua paaaage: 
1a Jc'~ J.)u' •'1 "'.Jh ,JI 1,J ,~ J 1Ae~ ~.t ,lMk,) ;-:/) 

/1>tJ! 11~0 /Jt'~~1)/ ,)~'/Ji~ l'lJ/J,.J/ 1'J,J /')JN1)/ 

·~ 1/,> 1.ic.. f'Je "J .)i13 '/ "' J~1Jt ,J 1.h.J1) 1'ir 
•0ur Rabbis t&U£bt: Be who loves his wife e8 himself 

and honors her more than h1.mael1', and leads hie a ona 

and h1a daugbtera in an upright path and arranges their 

marriage near to puberty, ot him Scripture aeya: (Job 5:24) 

•And thou ahalt know that t hy tent 11 in peace." (45 ) 

Modern tamily counaellors emphasize the 1.mportance ot 

the example set by parents in the home. The child of a 

strife-tom home is not a "sound marriage-bet," and 

t he Rabble believed in encouragi ng children t o t1nd their 

peace in a happy, youthful marriage. Further streaa on 

peaceful husband-wife relationship• 1• seen in the words 

ot R. Iabmael: 
,> '' ,J l µ > '-" '1e 1J ')N~ f 1/e,) /c.1i> "~' f1t~'*e' -, ~ 

/
1 c;,f ' J ;) flv,) f)t ,>l>N't> IJ t.IJ/,.J ,J./J.J.le /,#le /;-

.1./>e A f f'/t / ~ f 1le 
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•R. I•hmael aa14: Great 1• peace tor we t'lnd that the 

Holy One, Bleaaed be He, pel'llitted Ria Name. which waa 

written ill boU.ne••• to be blotted out by tbe water• ill 

order to bring peace between a man and bia wit'e. • ('6) 

Thia d1v1.ne exaapl• 1• ot'ten repeated to abow tbe 

1.apo~tance ot' aaor1.t1ce 1n tbe name ot' t'amily concord. (47) 

Tbe Mbbia alao bad a gNat deal to aay about peace 

with one•a fellow 118.Jl. Here ia the Talmudic explanati on 

of the orea ti on ot only one u.n: 

'J~"' )Jhlc. e,a.J J-l/<1111> /Je ,,,.,ff '1 'h' f 3" It '),JJ /J~ 
f''/"') tb1 ·UN .f!1¥ J~ 'l 1 '/<.J ,;iJ.ll::>i> 1' I lf ,1/r" flk. 

f ''i " '1 .) ~;..;,~,) 111 '"""' e 1Jc. 1
.hJ h j,),)_ eaJ 

f 1 It.. 1 ~Jc' ~le .A 1 'Al,) ! 1de '.Ja l'/ . j.//'/ j'IJY 
·r '~ Jc~ frJC' /lAl k / J,.J hf 

"Therefore but a a i ngle man was created in the world, to 

teach that it any man baa cauaed a sing le soul to perish 

t'rom mankind, Scripture 1.mputea it to h1m aa it be had 

cauaed a whole world t o perish; and ir any man aavea 

alive a single aou.l t'rom mankind, Scripture 1.mputea it 

to hi.JD aa i f he bad &Eved alive a whole world. And 

alao, tor the aake of peace among mankind, that none 

should say to hi• fellow: My father was greater than 

thy tether." ( 48) 

Greet waa the reward pralliaed tor br1 ng1ng peace 

between a man and hie t'ellow: 

·/l '/n,Jll' )J..:JiJ,)/,,)kCJ1).")1T'~ r·)f ju f,'.,~J 1ik 
'j ,/Ji1 ~ ·~ h1~ p1A.e J' J~j 1/lt . ,>)/), 11µ/'.1>1 . II ''Ne/ 

f i I ,.))t J J,J ) • µ,) tllr{ 11 ./JN "l j )l;)/ 1 ) Ji) l,1¥,.) 
. ' )~ ;,/ f J) I .,., f 'Je .i>lll~>' f 'Joh :;,,J "'~1 
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•Theae are tbinga tor wb1~ no -••ure 1e preacribed: 

1Peah'• tlr•t-truit•• the Featal-Otferlng. deed• ot 

lov1ngkindne•• and tbe atudy ot tbe law. Tbe•e are thillga 

wboae fruit• a man enj oy• 1n tbia world while the capitaJ 

1• laid up t or h1la in the world to come: hcnoring tatbar 

and mother. deeda o~ lOT1ng kind.nee•. making peace 

between a man and hie fellow: and the etudy of the Law 

ia equal to them all." (49) 

R. Joehua b. Levi tella tbe tollowing story to 

1lluetrate why the 1Erub' had t o be placed 1n a court

yard: 

. '..JON ._;.,, J '.Jh ~ j 'Al} '1ft ,>" '.JuN •,/ ? r~11) • 'Al J >/tit. 
, ;,J/l'l)'J ,).J> ';; e fi),J, ,>e /oJ ,>e ¥"' ·J°' le ':;>J 

'.J>2JQ c ,J 'J>~ O..I . 11-i,J J',J 1)N I J' 'l ,) J>d(:/ ./JJ ) ',V/)d 
J 'Jl/I) / , :.:> /"; 'j ..... tt/l . I IV ic. 1

/V 1/ ) /J J.I /c.. J,/c. ·1) Ji/' C.JJ 

1/c. 1~f- / ..J I 111 N . /<..Ir r /t.J 'It) /c./J 1
/ 1'N/1 1 

-f r i .1 , _) ; ' / ) , ) j' ( ct - , le /'I ) ,,J './; ..,I J /<- J ~) 
", f I JC: , ) 'J> IN '.J,J /.J I 

"R. Joshua b. Levi aaid: "Why do we set the •Erub ' in 

c ourtyard&? Because of t he waye of peace. Once there 

waa a wcaan who waa deapieed by her neighbor. and abe 

aent her 'Erub' to her by her son. The latter •OJIUlD 11f'ted 

him, embraced him and kissed hi.a. Be went and told hi e 

mother. She eaid: Surely ebe felt friendly t oward me 

and I did not know it. As a result, they made peace 

wi th each other. Is t his not aa Scripture etates: '!ta 

ways are ways of pleaaantneee and all it• paths are peace.••(so) 

A mythica l t ale depicts the reward ot the peace 
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maker. R. Beroka -t Elijah 1n the market place. The 

Rabbi asked it, in tb1e tbroog of people, there are 

any who will inherit tlw world to cane. First be i• 

ehown a jailor who ia good to hie Jewiah cbargea; then--
- I '-ll '.Jt) , ,, /& ' 'J I') h /c. I) .h 1.hff _ 1 J 1} j !.:Ju _j.JL_ 

'ltN f' 'J. llJ''-ltf /JA.. /"Jj'.J '.},/t.J /c.NfY '.J,J 
rJ'/t /j'Jh 1

.J /1/c. '1>'1,,J 't!.J'lc.. l·•Jt. ./J"J,J1¥ 

/.)'JiJ ~ .J"/c . ,)'/ jJ'})JiJN ,)'.J>'Y1 /<N',J J'J 
f 'h 1Q 'J J ,) 'j i)..) /c JC-1> l iJ { _ J; 'l_c ~. '].); '~ 

• 'JJ,J 'J,JJ') /cN/~ /,J d j.J'J;J/'I 

or 
•11eanwhile two .._r 11en came along. Be (Eli4ah) eaid 

t o hi.a (R. Beroka.): 'l'beae .. n will alao inherit the 

world to cane. He went up t o them and aaked: What is 

your occupatiun? ne are jeetere, they replied. When we 

aee two men quarreling with each other, we try to make 

peace between them." (51) 

R. Meir, t oo, received the plaudits of hie colleague• 

tor bringing peace between two men whom Satan stirred t o 

etrite every Friday. (52) 

R. Nabman b . Ieaac lauded e Tanna who s olved a 

difficult problem in these words: 

·f 11 1
A1d},;, r~ fife _h#le~ ( .J>.JeN ,1tylCJ u.ft)t f'le 

•Thou art Peace, and thy teaching la perfect, tor t hou 

hast eetebliehed peace among the atudenta." (~) 

R. J oshua b . Korba approved of a rbitration beceuee 

through it peace wae eatablisbed& 
Wttvl Ji/fie." )tv/cJe Y-/,j,Jd ,;/ ,.?N ) 1'11 ,>lnp /iJ 're1,» ~) 

f 1 Ir / '/<. aa~w e 'I:' f~)N~ /v/.)1 ''.f.::>~J 'le;v 1<0e f 11~ 
/#.J e 't (;;~N j,) s 1/l ~" cdt:JI /'A f''e {. 'e f'J1NNJ 

· ';/,3 ',J , )j ) /Vil.. ' I D r1Je 
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•R. Joshua b. Korba aa1a: It 1a a 'M1tz•oh' to arbi

trate. •• it ia aaid: •Truth and tbe j114igeaent or peace. 

judge ye 1n 1our gatea.• Ia it not ao that in a place 

where tbere ia peace there ia no judgement? But where 

ia that judgement that baa in it peacet Thia, be aaya, 

la arbitration." (S4) 

'l'be value of unity and cooperation were frequently 

atreaaed: 

_ ,J 'J>.J ..Ji1 ¥0 N.) [ JN<! r , f e i) /Cl,) t l]t' Vi) 1) '!J/) 

lf~e jld~ .J.lJlf>tv~ t.'.h/J/ .Ji;1/)J"~ /' '¥D/./ '
1

j//) '/ ll~'/ 01 

1>~l,1 f11~ ( C•-.Ji11te ) "{') >et fe jh ' / .:..JiJ,Je 1>"Jh /.//> './'tJ [ 

·j.Jll1e J'6e~) ';,)~ .. /'l'f f,1t,) .Jij, /1L1~· 1/<..1e.1 l'lcM 
(f 1J e,J ..h i e J,.J,).ki) '.i)) J./> />Jc. /'1J 

"Hezekia aaid: Great ia peace, for whereas in connection 

journeys (of I arael 1n the desert) Scripture 

seya 'tbey journeyed;' 'They pitched;' meaning journeying 

in atr1fe and pitching 1n att"ite: When t hey came to 

Sinai, they made one encampment: "And Israel encamped 

there." (Ex 19: a ) 
The Holy one, Blessed be Be, aaid: Since the people of 

Israel bate strife and love peace, and have become one 

encampment, now ia the time tor me to give them my Law." (J5) 

,... Ji)'l',.J ! ' I~ t'/ l "r /'J,>Jt 1d',;~ !"fe,> J11<' 
h - r~,,» >11/c~e ,,),.J r1t..JI ,) J1..)' ,>..J ':Je J 'lc / 1.J •NJ 

l'Jf,JV /'')~ '~ c' flt ''.1d h.h) f, ').;) /c f',J,.JY J1,J IJ
1

' 

'
1
• //Ve /c ' ,)j) Y f ~J 

1
-J h '' (, -ft ) j·>~ >ft /t..J ,)/'/ 
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•oreet la peace tor •Yen when they practice idolatry and 

there la peace between them it la aa 1! tbe Sbekinah 

cannot touch tbell, aa it 1• aa1d (Boaea til'7) •Bpllra111 . 
la •joined to idol•; let hi.a alone.• It there la •trite 

between them, •bat 1• eaid ot tbaa: (ibid 10:2) 'Their 

heart 1a d.1Tided; now abl.11 they baer their guilt.•• (56) 

Aaron 1• trequentl~ aingled out aa the cleaalc 

exponent ot peace among men. Stor1ea, like the following, 

were preacbed to inspire other• to tollowing in hi• toot-

Simeon b. Gamaliel aaya: Great is peace, t or Aaron 

priest ia praised only because of hie peecefulneae 

£or be uaed t o love peace, pursue peace, otter a greeting 

and ret1%1Dl a greeting, aa it le aaid (Kal 2:6): 'He walked 

with me in truth and uprightneaa,• What le written atter 

'And did turn many away trom 1niqu1 ty. ' Thi• 

teaches that when be would aee two men hating each other, 



I 
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be would go to CGe ot the• end eay: Why do you. bate 

that manT Be baa alread:J ccme to ... in Jr/ home. and 

proatrated hiaaelt before ... and said: 'I have sinned 

againat that man.' Go and a p .. aae hi• anger againat ... ' 

Tben be would leave tbla man and go to tbe second and 

aay to hia what he aid to tu ti rat. and u would eatabl1ah 

peace and lOYe and triendahip between tbea; and CCGcern1.ng 

thia 1t ia Mid; 'And be did turn many away t r ca iniqu ity. 18 (5"7 ) 

The uae ot the greet1.ng of ' Peace• ie caaaonplace 

tn the Talmu4. Frequently it 1a nothing more than a 

courteous geature. (58) But on the 11pa ot Aaron it 

aeaumed a wider aign1t1cance and a truer interpretation 

of the t e rm f 1 !e. Thia ta demonstrated by the toll owing: 

_f/oe',J l'fe iJ ,) 1}t.. fife ~·>'e 1~/N .1~'.J p 1l. A,>tk _ 

dk>e'.J) f ' '[ e ,.J ,J1/ , I ),>le. ,,)'•'e ;)~) 1h J.1 1/,.1t. IJ j',.J 
;) J J'Y ) / 1) 

1
c),J t ).), > ,) Alt /c. .h ) 1.), >' ff'l /c.J(!> J f; i-J J;, Jc. IJ /A-

. N'c,> 'JI) )J ~. :Ji}c, ; J,) ) 1e 'NNI ;1le~ 1:/JJ e..J /c,JAIJ ;.r 
- f ~ )/ 1 

) "' ' ' } /N f J, ,) N )I-I/It ) ,, /~ A ) ( ,J - '>1</,t1) II"/ IY/V.. 

Lil< 'f J {' ~,.., td.J 'te () f ) Jr'J ;l,1tv ;}Ii ,) ' ,) r .> ";n·N ,J'E'il 

. ' Ju ) 1.1\tl" ep ii Jl>/11 .pile 11 j .h..11 Ye ) f 1lcA. 
r_, ) /)ft ' .J 'Y ftf J. r'j, 'J 11/c. J/'f/< ,,))',J -r ) IN6( 

·f l/e '[ j..h ..lt 1..1~ ',) 'J>~ 1,J / '';h ..AA- ,,) /c ; /(L 

• .) ) 
1,J 'f ,,) j lV 1# ,) Y 1Jlh t:. 'Jt.JJ 1.Ji1Jt. /t_1N..I /_ 



••Lo-.ing peace.• Bowt Thi• teacbee that a man •hou.ld 

love peace amcmg tbe -llb•r• ot Ianel juet aa Aaron 

loved peace 1n I•ra•l. a• it 1• aaid (llal 2:6 ) 'Tbe 

truth wae in hi• aouth. and iniquity wea not tound 

lip•; 1n peace and in uprigbtneaa bl walked with 

me, and did turn away many troa iniquity.• R. Meir •aye; 

What doea Scripture me•ll, 'B• did turn away man7 trom 

iniquity?' When Aaron waa walking slong be met an evil 

of 'Peace.• On the next day 

t he very aa.me man aought to caam.1 t a tranegresalon. He 

Woe 1• mel How •ball I litt up my eyea after 

thia when I aee Aaronl I am a•balDed beceuae of him, tor 

'Peace' unto me. ADI it was tound that that 

man restrained f1mselt tran transgress ion.• (59) fa a be 

gave the greeting, aa it were, Aaron ottered hi• 

triendahip. The greeting, as here interpreted, a 

aaniteets the •tate of relation• between the parties 

exche.nging •elu~tiona. Thu• the appropriateness of the 

Hebrew ter11 f 1/e 1• demonstrated. 

Abaence of tbe greeting, or improper uae ot 1 t, 1• 

clearly indicated aa a breach ot etiquette. 
lk) N , ,,,.,/ 1Jt'h ,Jf'f e , ) )'(',J '1f 1~ reh) , • / J!f~/ 

: /''t c. . 'J11'JvJ,f f' 1.h:J 1e1;' ,,·,,e ;11) j'ON t d p,>I 
J r) ~ e' f' / ;,: /'./di )tv /c. ·(_ 1'),J l ?l f f' /'/l ,J{:># 

,) 'f ) lf / c. )'/'/ • '.J ?j l f f ' ,)',) f • /<. • /, ., ) f.' J t: j .filJC 
' , j. /,-~ 3 ](J_ '.1 / )) ,.J dJt' 1i.~ t'1 (J'-1~ 1t1,.J) 



"R. Joshua b. Levi said: When Moaea went on high, be 

found the Holy One, Blesaed be Be, binding crowns on the 

letter•. B• (God) said to hhl: Moses, do not you use the 

greeting 'Peace' in your ci tyT He replied: Does a 

servant greet his maaterl God aaid: You should have 

helped me (with good wiahea.) :Ilmnfdiately be said 

(Nu 14:17) 'And now, I pray thee, let the power of the 

Lord be great according aa thou hast s poken.•" (60) 

·~ > .> l·>J ·1'/c ),.. lJJ' ·,.. :. i T P '/.'..,; ) • ,);,) 1 ~1 1 1 1 ' .A, 

j '.Ji,}J j.,) '"'" ·,11,J ·· ··~Jr!"' ,,N~' .J ·1 ~h ,,~f,1:. 
_ /JI 

1

h1fe; f/te ft/1 j J/J,'fe/,JN /'Ji> '..J J'Nr ;'f'JJ 
jl•)~C /'t'.J..I ; 1J 'J1 /J iJ

1J M)c 1
1

Nefi /cJ1YNC 111/t )t/j 

( G ·,.1 '/f.) /'N*'jN jl..J'JtJ 1"1!VJi /ttvtf~~ f,Jc.c lf )>'1~ 
(' .1r/ J/<,JhJ/ jJ~J 'YJ 1JJ}c)'' 

"R. Jochanan walked alon~ with R. Jacob b. Id1, and R. 

Eleazar saw him and hid from him. He (R . .... ocba.nen ' 

aaid: •That Babylonian (R. Eleazar) did two ( improper) 

things to me. One, Be did not greet me with ' Peace'; 

and the other, He did not mention my name when quoting • 

He (R. · acob) said: Thia ls t hei r practice; Ze'ira did 

not g»eet Rabba with 'Peace• for they confirm Scripture: 

'The young man saw me and hid themselves.•• (61) 

!&proper use of the greeting aroused the re sentment 

of the recipient: 

/cff/'/ 1
J1J 

1/j/t. /tj" 11.-; p ' /i ,)N/'I ~,J'e jh/c.. t''-'A .Jt-¥/1 J~ 
,,) I l "' c 1.h)c /'f 11,) J 1." C:u.1 .} JI ~{" I ,,~ I J J, 1 .J ,) I J .h,.J 

.)'1ttt. 1..li/<., /10J 'j''JC'N Jcl ,>'"I/Ve J,J},.)J 1 /j~/ 1>
1J 1JJ 

f'tvfl / J,J 11) 1'' .-;11J ) ft/<. .e '1.J ] ,J'J'/'I 1 }/ r:; /<{ j t'/</:J)I 
/ ''~ lt.J /< 1,.1Y 'Jl'l r J ·fl ef t 'tv" Y 'J,J /'./> '': ,, '/ J>IYI< ·t<f F/ 

·/ ) ,)k 1 /c ~ ...J Ir ') ~ y Jc ' 1 /" I,. I I} ,) le '..1,J /.I> 'f MI 
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"Our Rabbi• taught: Once there waa a certain High Priest 

who, when out of the synagogue, waa followed by a crowd. 

When they aaw Sbemaya and Abtalion had come there, they 

left b1m and went after Shemaya and Abte.11on. P.1.nally, 

Sbemaya and Abtalion came to t&ke leave of the High 

Priest, He as.id to t hem: ' May the descer.da::ts of the 

heathen come in peace.• They answered him: 'May the 

descendants of tbe hea t hen who do the work of Aaron, 

come in peace; but the descend6nt of Aaron, who does not 

do the work of Aaron, may be bot come in peace," (62) 

Strong feelings were also manU'ested in revard to 

the extension of gree t ings to a man 1'efore and during 

his prayers. 
JJ .;Ji't f llj' /J'NfJ J f1/r j.h!J11 f:, ...l) Jlif< 

,)l(~JJ!;tl /{ j i f J fc.tJ j/./ l)J l~/h rl .)f ,JN,J J/t~'y " '~ :> 
• 1)N..) /c.ift 1) 1'1~ '1p:J, J /c . /ti ,) ,.J f/J../ ,> N,.J 1

.; ldfc.J 

"Rab said: Whoever greets his fe l l ow before he us 

prayed makes of him, as it were, a forbidden high-

place, as it 1s sa id: •Cease ye from man in whose nostrils 

is a breath, for how little (bammeb) Js be t o be accounted. ' 

Do not read ' tor bow 11 ttle' (bammeb) , but rather 'for bidden 

l 



"our Pia bbl a taught : Once there was a pious man who wa a 

praying by the side of the read when an officer came 

along and gave h im the greeting of ' Pe ace' to which he 

did not reply with a greeting of ' Peace.• He (the officer) 

waited for him to finish praying. He said to hilll: •Fooll 

Does not you Law aay (Deut 4:9): "Only taa heed to t•

selt' and keep t hy soul diligently." And also (ibid 4:15(: 

"Takd ye ther9tore good heed unto yourselves." When I 

•~tended the gree ting ' Peace• unto y oup why did you not 

re t urn •Peace' unto me? I f I would cut your head off 

with a sword, who would take reTenge for your bleod? ' 

Be replied: 'Walt until I explain.' He eald: ' I f you 

were standing betore a morta l king and your colleague 

came and greeted you with 'Peacep' would you have answered 

him? ' He replied: 'NO' And if you had answered him? ' 

I 
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Be replied: 'They would have cut off my bead with a sword.' 

May we not infer, then, 'a fortiori' that if you who were 

standing before a mortal kind, who is here today and in 

the grave tomorrow (they would decapitate), how much 

the more so I who waa standing before the King of Kings , 

the Holy One, blessed be Be . 1 Immediately the office r 

was appeased and the pi ous man departed f or his heme 

in peace . " (64 ) 

The answer9 formulated by the pious man in the 

preceeding passage measures up to the reouirements 

stated by Abbaye: 
f" ) (lk /,,,, 1 J, ¥J · ·~/d ,J'ftllc)AJ /c/t11N 

,J 'hk f 11' f 'Jl .J.; JI'// 1JN / . ,.. 't ;v / / oJ Y / .t /c 1',,., 

/c,)'t ' 1 ...J ;/'~"" 'JJJ / )' 1J
1=i /c/ /J/L / / 'YI /',,.n1, f CI 

J l lj.,.JIJ'N /l ,)'I 1)0Nd l/'//1J / ,, d't/ld ,.) /, j/( 

I c [ c '/ < _,, I,. 1 .1 tJ r I.-... , I~ t' Ir , , N 1t . .Ju ·.I/ o 

'/ l ~r .. '7.JJ ;d 'd /l J / 1 16/I / l d t / 1/r IN' i/'' 

"A .favorite say ing of Abbaye: Aman should always be cun

ning in reverence, giving the soft anwere that turneth 

away wrath, and increasing peace with his brothers, His 
f1 A 

r e l a tives and all ...mkind, even the gentile in the street 

so tha t be may be l oved i n heaven and cherished on earth 

an d acceptable t o his fellow crea tures. They s ay of R. 

Jochanan b. Zakkai that n o one ever greeted him first, 

not even the gentile or. tlle street." (65) 

So h i ghly did R. Han1na val118 peace witn the Rom.en 

government t hat be a sked fo r prayers on 
J( ,J lf( J~,J /Jc)) 1JV 1/ 1- • /;//L 

• 1 '51,J / ' ·1.. , , . r , J, /c. c '1£ 
I ..J n..JtJ 

,) /c 1 11'1 

its bebe.lf: 

/1() /c J '.JI> ' ' ) 
/cf ,,/1< r .J 11.J/ N 

I 
I 



•R. Ban1na. t r.e prefect ot the Pr1eata say a: Pray tor 

t he weltaft of tbe govenment (Rcaan) for were it not 

for the fear of it men would swallow each ot her up 

alive." (66) Raba accepted a contribution from the 

mothe r of the Babylonian ruler, though R. Amm1 retused 

it, for the aake of peace with the Babyl6nian authorities. (67) 

There a r e nwaeroua 1natancea 1n which ' Peace ia 

s poken of aa the antltbesi a of war. (68 ) The words ot 

R. loshua b. Levi epitomize the Ta lmudic viewpoint. 

/Jf,J f ' ' e ,Je p1Jc- ,1 / 'h) J 13~ J ''"1 1 ; ) /fk. 

f ,Jc: 1) '',v/ ;1 jh.Jl"' Jt.I"' IA . ,, o · ) I :11/"c. _ 
, 'j".; fc, J ..J,'ft .)){f~ e/11 11'/ 1 , J / ,J ) f)li ,)J ,·,:, ,/ J ft ,,_ 

f,d< N f 1d F '.h ..h..1 J'' ( / .) /r )/> , 1 J..v :J1..J 1 f -ru , '" 
/v} jlJ 1) -, I •)

1/J JJ NC°'u l )
1

J /iR j I L/ f.J ,,,..,..J (/ 
''•f"-'? l /'- N ~rJ T.J, JJ ,J )f;/ 

"R. J os hua b . Levi ea 1d: Grea t i s peace t or peace ia t o 

t he earth aa leaven to the dough. Had not t he Roly One. 

Bleaaed be He, given peace t o the earth, the aeord and 

t he bee.at woul d have devasta ted t he earth. What is the 

reason (for this statement )? It is written (Lev 26:6) 

'And I will give peace in t he l and . and ye shall lie 

d own, and n one ahall make you afra i d ; and I shall ceuae 

evil beaata to oeaae out of the land, neither shall t he 

aword go through the land. " (69) 

By ' Peace• t he Rabbi• did not mean 'alliance.' 

Cynica lly an anonymous Tanna c omments on an alliance 

between Moab and M1d1an. 



•' 
/ I J) , . I' ]/I J /}I 
J c , 1 ,. N •1 ; , ., /Y 

/y .-. I r } Jc,~ . 1>Jd u j 

l J 11) f/") / 1)J } 1 1' 
. ~Jj ,) /c' n)/ 

,.J/l'//i/ '.J j1 /~ J ' !' ' (A..:>·- )~3NN)_ 
I Jt f'' ' 1) ',) Id ri / fl/fl /_ '//J_ 
~·,.)10,3 / '1J/ ) I Y ,.J /' 1>e f ';J.J':; 

1./'/c f ir:. jh/<,J 1 H/c j/1 fi., _ 

f'>J~ 1.J/,> . 'di /w Jhnl; M 'I'-

"And tbe elders of Moab and Midian went out (together).' 

(Nu 22:7). It ia taught 1n a Ban.ti.: 'Moab and Midian 

never were at peace with each other. Thia ( situation) 

may be compared with that ot two doge in a kennel who 

used to quarrel with one another. A wolf attacked one, 

and the other said: It I don't help him, the wolf 

will kill 111.m today and tomorrow be will attack me. So 

the two of t hem went and slew the wolt.• (70} 

Wherever tile sword i• present there 1• no true 

peace. Thia ia the leason of another anonymous passage. 

, J ..) ' " ~ N , / , )N ,£ r· /,..3 I 'k I ) N /C e ,,..) ) /; ) '!/J 

[
J ;_ ·~, fil (;, I ~ J;., 1J·~:'- ;,Jk I 1/e (t 

J _ _, ~ o 'r1c 1 ,~ _J ,,a ,C) N .,./, / ; ile le A .,.I, 
,J;.. 1. le 11" ( ,;J -~1J) )/V/(./{ r d/V1. //) (. / c ,}...., 

i' '/ r ,.ti ' 1 ) j/, ) I r IN (I I '/ 1JN )/II/<./ 11 I .Jlc. IN 
1tv /c ; ·,, J;11 ')v·-1/, /N ;,:..., IA 1

.J / '11 ,_J> /l 
11

• (.h '/j e 1 J /ti 'r1i , c-/c. /1 ',, j Jc N ( I j Jh '..I d11'1Jd 

"Our Rabbis have taught: ~Y 'sword' is meant not only a 

hosti le attack of an invading army, but also tbe ~easing 

en r oute of a friendly army; (Lit. - There is no need to 

speak of a sword that is not of peace, but even a swerd 

of peace;} for t here cou1d be no more tr1endl1 army than 

thst of Pharoh Necho, and yet t hrough it King Joaiah met 
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•bis tate, aa it la said ( II Cbro ~5:21): ' But be sent 

ambaaaadora to b1m ••11ng,: What have I to do with thee, 

t hou King ot Judah? I cane not aga!nat thee thia day, 

but aga1nat the bouae wherewith I have war; and God bath 

g1Yen C<WllD8Dd to apeed .. ; t orbear thee wi t h .. ddling 

with God wlao 1• with me, that deatroy thee not.•• ('71) 

Tbe worda ot the Tallllud speak t or themaelve a. Tbe 

Rabbis lOTe of peace 1• comparable only t o their love ot 

Torah and of God. Their word• and t heir intentions are 

clearly expreaaed, 
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Chapter S. ETHICAL ASPECTS 

The Rabbi• found ethical behavior a worthy instru

ment ror the eatabliahment ot peace. llany ot their rec

ca:amendation• have a decided ethical leaning and are 

worthy ot individual scrutiny. No one can deny the 

1.aportance of ethical behavior aa a constituent ot peace. 

Thia, the Rabbinic viewpoint. is clearly discernible 

in the following selections. 

Helping others to do the good 1• held more .meritorious 

than the a l mple pertol"llL8_nce or the right. 

J/Y/<Jc ,,e1r,, jtv ;)), , ;?e'¥/V11 /11ct -,11/J. '~) )J'lk 

"·f'le ,);1~·7 , )e Y /Y ,--y,) 1·· ("'J- ,)'1~>) 

•R. Eleazar aaid: He who causes other• t o do good is 
.s 

greater than the doer thereot, as it ia '8.1d (Iaa 32: ~: 

'And the causing of rigbte ousneea shall be peace.•" (72) 

Peace is attained througbt the helpful guidance of others. 

In large part. the task of the Rabbia was causing 

others t o do good. Their teachings were conveyed by their 

words and deeds alike. Tbe example set by the schools 

ot Hillel and Shammai• between wham there was great 

rivalry in interpretation of the Law, manifests their 

high ethical standards and the h onesty ot their concern. 

for the welfare of Israel. 
Jc.l .. . ,J 1.J~>i/ 'k/tl j,',._ 11'/)JJc () 1/¥ /c.. e'!h 
./~ . 1i! J j f,I .), ~~ f 't. .J Jc e 'JN e '}v I ~J N .J 

,, 1 f 'r ;; 1J .);f'1 ';1 , -;,.J 'IJe ( jlVd J '/u; t. .J, ',JI'/ 

( /)- ,)'))S)" /~ 1) /c. p1[e,~ 1 ...J>N/,,1 ''' )N/CJF ,)N /''?' ,)1,. 
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"Come and bear: ETen though the School or SMJW•1 and the 

School of Hillel d1ttered in opinion on •••• (certa1n 

matte r•) Shamma1tee did not ret"uae to marry wc:aen of the 

School ot Hillel, and Hillelitea (did not retuse to marry 

women) ot the School of Sbanpnai, in or4er to teach you 

that they manifested love and .tr1endsh1p tor each other 

to f ulfill the teaching ot Scripture: (Zeeb 8:9) 'Love 

ye peace and truth.'" (13 ) 

Ethical principle• a pplAed to the student-teacher 

relat1onai 1p, aa may be seen 1n the following Baraita. 

/,JJd f'dt- J.l> 1.J1>I f rJ J 'Hfilc.. JJ aJ,Nu >NJ/c. )ft'fk ' "J- /•'.1.h 
,, ,.,; do11}t,,1 ' "· J it: /.h~ ·~ ' d~ ,//1)),>/ 1,,;J 1 J fl dl 1'JJ>.1i1,u 

.f /c )e '/I /'IJ ,oJJE- ,;J'.)c-J' J , 1<! 1,., > 'cJIY >'Nf /ctfe 

"A Baratta - R. Ellezar says: He who prays behind hie 

master, or greet• his master or returns his aalutation 

(1mpr operl7) , or oppoaea (the opinions taught by) hie 

masters school, or reports e teaching (in ris m~ ster'e 

name ) which he did not hear from his m~ ster' s l lps, 

cauaea the Shek.ina to depart !ran Israel." (74) 

A more general statement holds the guarding of 

one 'a tongue fran evil is prerequisite t o peace . 

·f iJcl r'N, JJ jc,1.1-J 1 ;,) 11ed1J ('~ J>?Nr fl. 

"If you keep your mouth from bearing tales, all your days 

will be peaceful." (75) 

Another path t o peace is proper care for the poor 

and the otherwise unt'ortunate. Hillel said: 

·f 1 J<;- ,)AJ)/'I 1)jl? 1)N l /V, .. ) l'i1/t ,)~) )11) 

" 

' l 

I 
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"Be (Hillel) used to say: ••• He who increases charity, 

increases peace." (76) 

We have already seen how the Talmud insured the 

rights of the poor through legislation in t heir behalf.(77) 

We have noted, likewise, the legal protection afforded 

the dear-mute, the imbecile, and the minor. (78) and 

that the rights of women, slaves and mi nors were not 

neglected. (79) 

The dead, too, were not to be neglected. One 

might earn the peace of a good reputation 1n the 

f ollowing manner: 

1 , ) ::/ /u., e i "lf 

. J5 iI1t I~ o AJ' cJ 

/ 1l~N l !ff../J lie. ./)Nf f:J /J .f>'~J f)l 

f'le.J (" "l'rJ I Jd0
1 f .h )')hAJC )t'Vr' 

"If you see a wise men who has died, do no t turn aside 

from him until you have brought h im t o a grave, for upon 

your return they will speak of your peace as the pe ace 

of Pinbas b. I:.leazar. " {80) 'r bat is, you will have earned 

t he reputation of goodness held by that sage. 

That the Rabbis stressed the importance of truth

fulness, there can be no doubt . Be who t aught: "Do not 

speak with your mouth wha t you do not mean in your bee.rt,"(81 ) 

can have had little use of falsification, And yet, for 

tl'le sake of peace , the Rabb is permitted devi ati on f'rom 
ltlc..) 

the truth as we have already seen. Thie indicates n o 

deviation from the high ethical standards they proposed 

and exe•plified, but it stresses their high evaluation 

of peace and symbolizes the extent to which they were 

willing to go to establish it among men. Their words 
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indica te that they knew the path to peace was n ot 

without pitfall•: 
E 'N ) ',VY J /<1 hi /uflJc f ' J ·,.., ~ e_. J 1 S k / v1 Jc /' ,11,>' /<1,)1/ 

(.flhfc,.. J,ct rn1) "f1l/~J) l1a' r~ e '.J"iJ'.J> ) Jc ..,i .>J '•J' .N..J /µ/'Jc J '/t. 
"Anothe r used t aay: S•••n pita lie open t o the good 

(peaceful) man and one (only) tor the evil doer. Samuel 

said to R. Judah: Scripture say s (Prov 24: 16 ) ' Tbe 

r ighteous man falleth seven times and rlae t h up again . ' 

But thi w1.cked fal ls into one." (82) The Rabb i s did not 

ask pe rfection. The ~Ile of the righteous we re for given. 

Indeed, they exalted the repentant sinner over the saint: 

I I 1- 1 '1 1/fC f/ ',,_j !'/< ; ·~Nl 'Y •),JIF.11 11.-)t' f l/fl 
t.J J ,1J 1 11;, I 1 1Jc.

1
; 1!~ ' (S-' IJ ' te ). N /<.Jt tt· 11N>J 

I j , ) / /';)} "J r) f: ' ) ,,J -'t:C 'K iq 11
/ 'J./c. -:. ~ I .. . , H/C 

·N l '/ 
1
/ L.N/ . /c. '/ ' 'Y N3 / 11/, 1 ,j'l/J) '/t AJ . , , / 7/ J 

/c1 ,)t- / _1J, 1 f , ,11) ( (../ .1 11
1 / . /c ;/ ·:/olj "'';' 

' J, 1 l /t 1 I I ' fc 1, ( · 1 I . J 1 ,7 ) ',.j 4- I .1 ~ ~ /1.1 ); ) 
· 1.1J l'l/I / l / 1)..f,J / 

"In a place where repentent s i nners stand, per!'ectly 

righteous men cannot stand, as it ls sa i d: {Iaa 5?: 19) 

9 Peace, peace, unto him tha t i s far and t o h im tha t le 

near, sa ith t he Lord that c rested the fruit of t he 

lips; and I will heal him. " First it says ' to him thet 

1a far;' and afterwards, 1 to h1m that 1s near . 1 \'lbs t 

does •tar ' mean? Origi n.ally far {from perfection ) . 

What dces ' ne e.r ' mean? Originally neer {t o perfect ~ on) . 

And R. Jocbann.n sa id: (Peace la ) for the far off becFuse 

he 1a far f r om s in ; 'near' means t hat he was nee r t o 

transgressi on and wi thdrew from it ." {83 ) Though R. 
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Jochanan presents a stricter view, it is obvious that 

in the ):leginning of the passage the emphasis was reversed. 

Ethica l behavior was another 11.nk in the chain of 

causes the Rabbis believed would bring peace to mankind. 

No clearer demonstration can be sought than the preceeding 

passages. The sages of the Talmud presented a way of 

life for Israel. It is an e thica l way. 
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PART II - Tlt:EOLOGICAL ASPECTS 

Chapter 4 - GOD, MAN, AND THE UNIVERSE 

There are paaaages 1n the Talmud in wh ich the term 

p 1f e. ' Peace•. bas theological 1.apl1cat1ons. They 

deal with the relations between God and Israel, God 

and the Un1verae, the life after death, and tbe meaaage 

and purpose or the Kessiah. Analysis of them broaden • 

the view of the Talmudic concept of ' Peace.' 

The greatest blessing God could bestow on Iarael 

was peace. 

p 'jhN J:; ;,,'',.. jli) ft~/'I }.J /c.A-.JJh / ,) jlll'll ·~-; 1#/£ 
~GJ-j'J,j .J'\ ) ) NICJ~ ·f 'lt=-,J ~J/, f/c > ~·[ ,~ - '"' 
· f!dt'/IJ //(¥ .hJc.. ( )Al' 11

0. /~> lfi '1d jl( ";; 

"R. Simeon b . Halatta said: The Holy One, Blessed be He, 

tound n o vessel that could hold Israel's blessill8 

excepting peace, tor it is wri tten: 'The Lord will 81ve 

strength unto Bia people; the Lord will bless h is people 

with peace.• (Pa 29:11) (84) 

Good re la tionshipa wttb God bed to be main tained 

1n order t o earn the blessed reward . A Baraite aaya: 

rJ, .,~ r ef'/ [Jc H: •e 1 0 fi t ' '/',; / :1 '01' >) l)~dJ.. / /c. /t '.1)1 

I 'N ;.J t /' ,,;,t<J 1k le' ( '> I 'JI i ( r r:: ·j / ldl J I j r l 'd. "j, j 

•it is taught 1D a Baratta that R. Eleaze r b. Jose ss 1d: 

All t he deeds of Righteousness and lovingkindness that 

Israelites do in t h is world make !or great peace and 

powertu1 interces s ors between Israel and t heir Father 

1n heaven. " ( 85) 



Ful.1'illment of the Law leads to peace. 
f /c ) ~ 1 / J/~'le rJ"lt'At' f Id~,; /lli) J1,e 'llY1. , ··/'Jt 
hl'lt' ( JJ-)Jl,.c- ) Y IYc J / , )Fi'J ",; ),,.:>3 )F/t / ;," I 'Irk/ 

) J'l/t.J e f I J f' ~ f ~ ) ,,;) / . /.}, )J.h f,') 'l'J . ..I I , ) •:,_, /' ' ' 

"· f'le~ llf'f J,k l..,~' '',) jl>' 11J '1i JI ",) '' (<:J 1'1'1111) 

•R. Joshua aa1d: Great ia peace. for when !are.el stood 

and aaid: (Ex 24: 7 ) "All that the Lord hath aa1d .. 

will do and we will olte~,· The Holy One. Blessed be Be, 

rejoiced in them and gave them hie Law and bleaaed them 

with peace, aa it 1a aa id: (P~ 29: // ) ' The Lord wi ll 

give strength to hia people; the Lord will bless hie 

people with peace.'" (86) 

Even the atudy of Torah is auff 1cient to bring 

pecce. 

- p1ft / 'l"N ,)/'fed ,J ; Jh,.) /01iu £ '~>JJo~J/, )
11

/t 

-( j ~ - .)'Y t-' ) Jl'r/<Jr ,, (,..; le f ,'f/(dN I ,)/"111 le /t'llld-' 

• ,•.( •)~(' f 1/p i t'jf' ,JeY' 'l>}/'/,; t1f/J' //<
0

' 

"R. Alexandr1 aa!d: Whoever works in the Torah f or 1ta 

own •~te eatabl1sbea peace 1n the heavenly f amily and 

peace among the earthly fami ly, aa it is said: (Isa 27:,S- ) 

•or let him t ake hold of my strength, (the Torah) that 

he may make peace with me; and he shall make peace with 

me. '" ( 87) 

God bas ordained peace 1n nature, as the following 

passages indicate . 

-f' >1 f'>' e/t J~ t ~.)O ,)I f '11 [~ y ';n ,)e 'c;/ 1 ·~ C' ) '.J.h 
( .; / ~ 1 'J(. ) (.J ·~J ,) ~ J> Jc. ,) .s ( i) ')/'J l.J •Jt1 .)) {'6 ,)j 

,, ..• I I N I J N;,J f I [ ~ ,, t J E" " 
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"R. Simeon b. Yohai t aught: For tbe firmament cons1ets 

ot water and the etare of fire. and they dwell aide by 

sici• and do no dallage to each other, Tbere1'ore 

(Scri pture aaye ): ( J ob 26:2 ) ' Be maketh peace i n His high 

places.•• (88) Tbe camnent of R. Jochanan i s along the 

as.me lines: 
/' 'le .)f'IY 11i'1 Jl>cJI /e,,,) "ri>~ · ,JJ'jr) ~ '..hJ1 

1
/tN ;1h1" }~ 

/cl1 ,1J~{ le /c..Jvvt''a ,>l'fh ,..,..A)> µ( !/,-rN ", 1 '.v11N~ 
/r.AA/ 'J ,>.))¥1 J..efhJ ,,J,.J h fi>,11~'i . ./lei le /<..J,~~·a 

' lc. ·1etr ,, r AJ'e ,)/lh 'JN1'¥ ,,~'J Jc./, .J,eJ le 

•R. Jochans.n said: Vrbs.t is meant by the verse (J ov 25: 2 ) 

'Dominion and fear aN with him; Be maketh peace in hia 

high placee. • l~ ever did the sun behold the concavity of 

the new moon n or the concavity of the rainbow. It never 

eees the c oncavity of the moon s o that sho should not 

f eel humiliated. It never eee s t he concavity of the 

rainbow eo that tbe wor shippers of the sun may not say: 

Be i s s hooting arrows (at those who do not worship him.""(89) 

Rabbi points out th.et the sun gives banage to i te 

maker: 

,.)J'1~,,} f>TJ''I /J>J/tN ;,J.,,;1 1 ·>NJ. .>'i ~ ·~.,f tY.J'.110/t ,)'/ ,,,J 
fi..J 'Kj p J;) l 'Jc , '/ _j, ) '11~ ;,/,) ~1) '111J fo. JeJ •J 1)/1) 'Jt I 'Jt 

1>.111/ f''~ jJ. '{ 1
J) 1J '/ JJV/<. • ...JJ TN~1 },'f/'' .>N J~ ;f 

·f 'JIJ..ht>N (! /'Ne,) fe~) I ( 6- ,>'N/l.J) >NLle 

"Antoninus said t o Rabbi: ~by,.does the sun riee in the 

eaet c: nd s•t in the west? He answered: Ir the e1 tuat1on 
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"were reversed you s till would bave asked. He sa id: 

What I mean 1e: Why does it aet in the we s t? Be 

replied: In order t o extend a greet1.ng or peace to 1 ta 

.. ker, aa it la aaid: (Neb 9:' ) 'And the boat or t he 

heaven make obeisance to Thee." (90) 

. \ 
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Cba pte r 5. PEACE AFTER DE'1TH 

Tbe great empbaaia placed on peace by the sages of 

tbe Talmud ia viaible alao in paaaagea chars cter1z1.ng 

peace •• t~ reward atter death. Thia adds a certain 

indet1nable sanctity to their concept ot peace . t or it 

ia t hereby litt•d aboTe material, thia-worldly asp1rat1ona 

t o a ep~re. ot greater. eternal Talue. 

"R • 

Again. the word a ot R • J oahua: f 
f 'J'lr3 (.. 'No{ ,) '1~ j>;> ) '.h"e t:.''°') /t1,) (IJ( ~tJ,)' )~ 

·f'de J,J..}, / 'IVO 7,.:1' (1 .:J - ,>' Y f' ' ) )# JJfO 11k~ 
J oshua an1d: Great ia peace. for in the t"uture (lite) 

the Hol1 Clle, Bleaaed be He. will aupport the righ teous 

in peace, es it ia aa1d: ( l ea 26:3 ) •The mind atayed on 

thee, t hou keepeat 1n peace." (91) 

It was t or aucb peace that Rabe l beseeched hie 

maker: 
. ,) l YN 'al) (.J., 1'rA),Jk ., ey j J 1 ·~ 1 I~ 1.1> J • t"a .. Jrrt,J 
JJ/J,,;, 'J",.r~Jfc ,>e';.;, 'J>1t1 1e /:J.Jf Y1J 11 ·,fr r "e~ ' >Nil 
f, ,)'e /'.l~JN /'~7 ·.1' ,,)J~; '¥'.;,,)k.J 1/'c>Jc '.h'J .l.J JJ, 

f 1 J e /t ~ · '' .. 1 ) N ft 1 / ) '' ..J ,., .h ,..s, . 'J, h 1 J " ,J f 1 If' 
(JJ - .>'...,r' ) ''. j ..IJl,JJl"A/ I~ //>/./' 

"As he was about t o die, Rabbi stre t ched hie ten f l ngera 

t oward heaven. Be seid: 0 Ma ster of the Unlwer se, 1t 

is revealed and known unto you t h.a t 1 have labored 1n 

the La\\ with my ten f1ngers. and I have derived no 

(material ) benefit fra:n even the l ittle finger . llay 

it be pleasing t o t hee t bst there be peace when I 

r est. A heavenly voice went f orth and proelei.med: 

(Iaa 57 : 2) ' Peace will c ome ; they will rest upon their 

beds.'" (92 ) 

~-· 
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Surely this request lends support t o the these• 

of R. Joabua: 

f I 'A[ 1) '/ f.J, ff 1; )e f /rf'I) /C/1) J, Jr lf'l.f}~ _)A. 
1) t'fi{ I) .),' )/lift'/"!: , J;N t ''h J .,'.h/VJ ,J'1/./J/ 

/c,J)\ ,>.fi"1 ''·j'J)I '.h~r (1 -.N/tt:)~f/dt-J 1f 
( / · J1e/r )~). /nl t~ / 'lil"lt d/< 

"B. Joshua aeid: Great 1a peace, for the living and the 

dead depend on it. Bow do we kr.ow that t he living do? 

(Ex 4:18) 'And Jethro said to Moses: Go t o peace.• How 

d o we know that the dead do? (Gen 15:15) •But thou shalt 

go t o th1fathers1n peace.•• ( 93) 

Though centuries have passed, end gener a t ions have 

come and gone, t he prayer f or peace in the life beyond 

the grave i s still upon the. lips or many. Few if any, 

concepts of the •world t o come' do not include e setting 

of blessed peace. 
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Chapter 6. PEACE AND TEE MESSIAH 

The Ueas1ah 1a the messenger of peace. par excellence, 

1n the viewpoint of the Rabbis in the Talmud. Elijah. 

whom they believed would a ppear before him. would have 

aa h1a m1as1on the eatabl1ahment of peace. Though 

others atnaaed different aspects of hie m1aa1on, the 

w1ae men aaid be would ccae to make peace: 

ff1 ;;V fide .J, 1e~~ /r/Jc ~>/I )./; 11> 1f 1! r ·w11c / ii.JN 
~ 't>,, / .. 1t!I fi ·~J ,) I J J Jc. ../l/c /~/ ;,It. JJ,) ( ~-~/,/#) J,,v.J..le 

·• .,Ji,~/c f r / 'JI') ~ f'.Ai h .J1/,J,k. ~f 

"And tbe wise men aaid: Neither to remove afa r, nor to 

briJlg n lgb. but t o make peace in the world, e s it ia 

written: (Mal 4: 5ff ) "Behold, I will send you Elijah 

the prop~t ••• and be ah.all turn the heart of the ratbers 

to tbe children and the heart of the ch ildren t o their 

fa t here." ( 94) 

So strong wa s the hope for peace i n t he breast 

of R. ~ oae the Gall j lean that be f ound tbe term ' Peace' 

used 1n a b ibllce l name for the Me ssiah: 
j,. /Nf / /VJ/c •f'fc-. , ·a I ' I'"' ; /t / .../ Ji ' t K /Jc 

· ~ t ,/ (? , (- j Y '" " ,. ( - .. ' tc >h/t .J t ; 1lr 

"R • J oae the Galli lean says: Even the name of tbe 

Messiah wns cal led ' Feace'• as i t is said: (Jsa 9:5 ) 

• For a child is born unto us, a son is given unto us; 

and the government is upon his sboulcer; and his name is 

called ••• • Abi-ad-aar-sbalom, the everla s ting rather, 

the ruler of peace.' " (95) 
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The first words upon his lipa were expected to be 

the anxiousl y awaited tidings of peace: 

h't: ~ /1 (dl"le 1) ~<!>,Jf7 f'I@,) /v,) f11t )JfJ/l 'f 'lt ,, 'o1 1 "') 

(,.JJ /,' ~L ',, J/V,l..Jc ·f'dc~ )./Jc.. /J ..fi1a ji c. [/c t./ ,. / cJ 
'

1 / 'Jc Y 
1

.NC/J' '<:N A! lf!gl 'fc . ('J ,-; ,, It: ///(J ,JN .. 

"R. Jose the Gallilean says: Great is peace, f or when the 

Messiah ehall be revealed to Israel, his mouth will open 

with a message of peace, as it ls ae id: {Isa 52:7 ) 

' Bow beautiful upon the mountains ere the feet cf the 

messenger of good tidings, he wbo proclaimetb Peace. 111 (96 ) 

L. 
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PART I II * GENERAL 

Chapter}. OTHER ASPECTS 

There are many paesagea 1n the Talmud which employ 

the term f 1/e , 'Peace,' but which could not be considered 

under any or the categories dealt with in the preceed1.ng 

pages. In aane illatancea, aa we aball aee, the connotation 

of the word was aucb that it did not rit gracefully into 

the 11.m.ited acope of t he designated headi.ng. In others, 

it ia but the aymbol of a vague ideal tor which men hope 

and pray and towErd the a t tainment or ~bicb teachers 

exhort their pupils. Passages of these kinds we now 

consider. 

In Kiahna Abot, the &6ge Hillel urged hi• pupil• 

"Hillel e.nc Sbammai received (the traditi on } fran t hem. 

Hillel saya: Love peace and pursue it, love m.enkind and 

bring them close t o the Law. (97) 

There is similar i ntent i n tbe wor ds of Hezekieh: 
1

.J f ,.A. ,.~.);- ,uJ.l> ,J~ .)71) /f, [~e f:d~u,. ./''J)' /, !~, ·~/lh "~,, 
1) ) ,.J IV 1J I~ LJ ,:J N.i; ..... /'"; /' ..) 'Y c' c ..}, - I /t. J ./, J 

(>Ir' l.u ; 1..., r- 'J • ..1 .~JI f ' Jl ,., ~/c . ,J.h 1c i f / 1
1
11 ,J). Jt 

1 
J 'J 

" f ,, 
. ; f:/1 / 'il'i~ , ,, c: j _/ I NJ;fiN JJJti '· .J,)cl j ) / /'dl l/~ 

" Hezekiah said: Great is peace, f or wberess in connection 

wi th all ot he r cc:mmandmenta it ia written 1 if 1 , - as 

(Ex 23:5 ) 'If thou see;• (ibid 23:4) 'If thou meet;• 
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' 
{Deut 22:6) 1 If a bird'• neat cha.nee to be bet'ore thee;' 

(ibid 22:8) 'If thou tilildeat;' aeanlng that when you 

cb&Jlce upon the occasion tor a mer1tor1oua deed you must 

pertonia it. But of 'Peace,• what 1a written! 1Seek 

peace and pursue it.• •s eek it i n y our plece end pursue 

it elsewhere.•• (98) 

In tbe f ollowing pa ssages 'Peace• 1e en undet'1nfd 

"R . Simeon b. Gam.elie l asy a : by three t hi ngs 1s t he world 

auata.ined: by judgement , by truth, and by peece, e s i t 

la written: 'Execu te t he j udgement of truth and pea ce .' 

(Zeeb B: 16) ( 99 ) 

<:.J ' k ' y r) A 'eJ'/c. ' )IV/c. J 1J".1 

, ~ I J (!' /J) 1 

' / JI r J 

/t J '(' ;J ) 

Jc.11,J ·s 
"Rabbab bar Rav Sbilla sa1d: He nce i t i s popularly aa1d: 

•Let a men pray f or peace un t i l the l s at shovelful ( ot 

earth is on bi• grave. ) (100) 
1.1 •,,I~ 1

,/ r '..J c1d.11 / ',)> ·,,. 1

j ;) 1/1/c, J 'JJl/,J /.1>~ /J) 

" "' 1 ~ J t J ''"j·'Je Jc· f "/, t '.Ju1c I " 1, tJl /)).h t-
/ / / i J, ·h , ., 0 .1 6 Ir j · · ·1, 1/-J / , ) /i, ; ''), 

f 1>1) l faf t "/) ~ ~ /, J i /c 1 ' fi ,)~ t: '(' / ''I; } 1111,.)I 

/JN '/c 11 JJ /''I> J JN .;/ I C-1 '1' 'le / ' '/, 1y.1'/J1 , / (11, 

.J k /..) 1 ;_J //~ t I " I, f 'tvf:- j ,/c. } '1 / ,/I 1.h J ,,. ,,k 
., )~ 1 ( J 1..1~1 _j,uf/cc.N 

•Rab use d ~ o acd &t t he e nd ot his pr6yer: Behold, may 

it please Thee, G Lord, our God, t~ give ua a long l i fe, 

I.. 



"A peaceful lite, a good lite, a lite of blessing, a lite 

of auetenanoe, a lite of vigor, a lit• in which there i• 

a fear of eta, a lite without abame or reproach, a lite 

ot weelth and honor, a l:te wherein we have a love ot 

the Law and a tear ot Heaven, a life wherein you will 

fulfill all the requeeta ot our heart for good." (101) 

f. / r '''f·) f') ~ J 't It )/f/1'. r'AC ) /1.1Y)J l"')J 
lu11Y 1 '/1. , f'lc-1 ) / 11 JJp/c.1) / r; j 'J ,i Ir 

.1Jr1/c. ·.; ,,, e r.1 j'J,) .-Je'i../.f') Jh/c ) AJ J ' j.h elt»1 
~J- ,J ' J~ S) Jt.//ue 1 1;:~'- Jh/t /loa j'J,clt-1 ·/l(le ,Jf:l 'J'/ 

df'f( C. ~ / ' /# £ · ( .) '/ '1 l°/:J ; Ce; lid e fdcAJ ../,#/t. 

((;ti( e· ! ' le e'c: / 1/lfi IJ1) /11~ tJ 

"We read: R. Simeon b. Gamaliel aaya: The world la 

preserved by three t hings: J u1tice, Truth, and Peace. 

R. Mona says: All three of these are reall'J one, f or 

when judgement is executed, trutb ls at t ained and peace 

ls brought about. All three are mentioned 1.n the verse: 

(Zech 8:16 ) 'Execute the judgement of truth and peace in 

your gatea.' V1herever there is judgement there is peace; 

and whenever there is peace there 

_ _J , J J J f '.;.) 1 ) ~ 'uJ (: ft Jc- ,) - ·: r I It ')} . ).-J ).)- ,J ;.Jiu 
ia judgement.a ( 102) 

/t1,) dJ~ c' 't I, 1 

.1 "J 
•,.1.J,/ 

1

( .J~ J,.,JH,.) .)/IJJ t f'Je~ 

"R. Joshua aa1d: Great is peace t or the pr i estly cov

ell6.nt was made with peece, as it 1s sale: (Nu 25: 12) 

'Beheld I give unto bi.m my covenent of peece.'" (103 ) 

1 , 1 (3' ,f 'ft) r1 r1- ) c , t!' 1 , J e,, /" ~ 1, j t y r ,_,/ , ,~ 
·( ,Jt ,) , .I ~\' 1,Jt'll ,,,r 'rr,Je ,) , , ~ 'Y' (11 - 1>')':..,/ )/.Jj..Jt 

I.. 
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9 R. Joehua aaid: G1'9at 1a peace tor Israel 1a called 

Peace, aa it 1• aaid: (Zeeb 8:1'\..-) 'For aa tbe aeed or 
peace.' To wbca doea peace belong? To the aeed of 

peace.• (104) 

)l1 .=, JA•) /;e f '/C'.) f11r' J11 J. ·,/ i-l:> ; r,N /'JJOJ 'le111' '' ) 

r·,.,Je .),j() Ollc)1
11[ ';;.N / /.l./J1h e/1 ·//l@,J I # }IJI) ..h1J cJ.J,// 

( 1- )~,"~)'/ 1 c 1f 1e'1" t'd~~ /'# .. Jvh r'../. ) /) /,J ),J 

('/oi /c ,) e1 y ''f ' /""l /'.N.Jt1h ./)1~ '~'1 J,) 

"R. J oabua ot Siknin aaid. in the name or R. Levi : Great 

is Peace, for all bleaa!r.ga ens prayers are c oncluded 

"1.tb 'Peace.' The reading of the 1 Shema 1 concluded with 

' Peace,' ' Spread t~ tabernscle of pe&ce.' The bleaa1ne• 

ot tbe prieat conclude with 'Peace,' aa it is aaid: 

(Nu 6:26) 1And the Lord give thee peace.' And al l bleaa-

inga conclude w1tb ' Peace ,' ' lie •~o msketh pee c e in hi a 

bigb plecea ••• • (105 ) 

Tbere are paaaegea ii: wh ich ' Pesce ' baa tt.e simple 

connotr.t1on of und1 aturbeo calm,, general quietude. 

)_ ',... rv o .J _.1.J1 ~d c- cJ •J J1 Jc. 

t) ',,.. ,, 11' Jt ./\//IN/c. ) Jl I 

I ; / I c. J 1 o .., ;, "' I ~ l.o 
f I ' ,,, I ,) . r. I -a-" ' /'- I J (J .... le. 

' , c ,,, I J 1 ,_I/ ,J e 1,, J),J 
1 
l I ( I ) 'tr T ,) • I 'Jc-

/> J> cJ / f1 j 1 C) /( ,j .J.i/c ! -::J 
/',1-J/c 10.J,.,...1/ i) J) i f >/l11n 

I / /c. JJl./u '.JJt'd 'l'd /I J/ 

/< l)r. f 1
Jj/J..J 1/;c1 / , J}/lo 

/ 'l11d j · 1 't</1 e J ~ j '-!1,// 

d ..J.11 fljt' IN /< l d/'1 l j ) l 

. j'l> ~ h J1 ietd / ·// ,.,/, 

•a. t ook the key and opened tbe wicke t end entereo the 

Temple court. by the CbE.mber of the Hearth. The prieata 

entered after him c~rry~ twCI lighied t orches e.na t tiey 

L. 
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• Se panted into two partie•, tbe ot.e g uing along tbe 

colonnade eastwards end the other going along the colmmade 

westward•. Ae tbey went tbey kept diligent watch until 

they came to the place where the Baken Cakes were 11ade. 

Wben both were come thither they celled (one to the other ) : 

'le all wellf' 'All 1a wellJ Then they left tbem that 

made the Baken Cake• t o make the Baken Cakes.•• (106) 

The a&me meanin~ applies t o t h1a paaeage: 

,) f)/"fC r·J~1) f J. j ~ f' 1JVl/t 1
/tNt )> •..) ) /Vl/t /c,,) IJ',") )~-

•llJljc.{',_ f./Jlh/ ('H /./' Y~f erfh (Y f''NI~ //, ../iNI 

·f')~"/'/ 1...1 J11~J"' _.l)..t f /t<!I 1.1 f /t c JC"). J/'t1tc. /'c.. "J ',.., ) 
. ',,/Jc1 171

1JJ/c. ·,, ;:; 1/V:I'- /c,...jb ·~ , · f)Jt/J ;)'11 Jc /J 

J./JJ/c ,l f f'lt.,..,, , t J/i ft. rit" i /J f 'J Y I NI IJ-0 1~1 /.J'./1 1,J /_ 

f e }.1/C. J J (.JlfhJ ., ,J ! 'cl J r .JI y I '../,.., ,J / ' /)n e ·f 1/c I 
',, 1) .})/~ (' ' /;y , J .. : 1..., r '/, 4 d u I N/ t ·;,~)// iN 

.A /c )C' f µ 
"How tar do they recite (the Hallel )J The School or 

Sbenn&1 asya : To a 'joyful mother of children. 1 J.nd the 

School of Billed says: t o a 'fli.ntstone into a spring iag 

well.' And t r.i s is c oncluded wi t h the ' Ge' ullah.' 

R. Tarfon aa; a: 'Be that redeemed us and redeemed our 

tatbera from Egypt and brought us to thia night to eat 

t here in unleavened bread &nd bitter herbs. ' But there 

ia no concluding benediction. k . Ak1ba aada: 'Therefore, 

O Lord, our God, and the God of our Fathers, bring us 1n 

peace to the other set f east• a nd festivals wh ich Ere 

coming t o meet ua, while we re joi ce i n the building up 

ot Thy city a nd e. re j oyful 1n Thy worship; and may we 

eet the r e of the sacrifice s and of t he Passover-otter-

1ngs •• 

I. 
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•until, Bl••••d Art ~ou o Lord, Who baet redeemed Ierael."(107) 

The tena f'de ie given a connotation or '•de,• 

•tree trom bal'll• ' in another group ot passages. 
J'~ ,11 ,.J ,)l t ¥' , )',) ~Jt- f l 'I 1.J,,.. ] '¥ 1)11). 

. e J /',; /h f/ / ,.N /<,J'e 

"And they went with h1a to hie house. And he made a teaat 

ror hi• trienda tor that he was caae forth safely trca 

tbe sanctuary.• ( 108 ) 

/0J' flt. .• , iv/t.1 ,,)#fi~I .)../,,.) (f,-,e J :; J " ' J '.; f,J,v ,J 'lN 

/ " .J.JJ /t,J/ f'.JC" 'f;. tj ,))'j,/ /c,)/c. f'Jr:A 1>fthl /l ,1 f' J" 

·t '.J C" ) ,NC' ,) ) 'j.) ,).Jt ',J/ . (f1d P)) , )N/)d /II~ 

" I t once happened that t he eon of ~ueen Helena went to 

war and ahe ea1d: 'If sy eon returns 1n peace (safety ) 

troa war, I •hall be a Naz i rite f or seven years.• And 

ber eon returned !ran the war and she wee a Naz1r1 t e 

f or seven years. " (109) 

J, ~"' d> , j NJ
1

;_J; /J ,~ P/c./ , 1, ;: J1Jc / ) l.J. " 

jc / J,./t ;;/, o c .:: ,A{J,,I/; /'Jt.
111

.ptb,J ,,./'Y.l) t 

···/ctv; ( .. ;~ j A ) /'II ./' >'/J l / .. )/: >'r/ c.~ IA/ 
" "'' ) , /c/1 ,,-.' lJ / - ",; J Y /JTN ) /.; , ; Jlc ,)),..,C/ 

; /'Y,/t o/ , ~ , . ~ .. ,.)J r 'e..I; 1 ft le -h/>e ·;,, 
, IJ.:le.../ .,) J ./>1' ~1/ J;/.JJ ,, ) J fl T } H ',; ,;:Je #J/c. 

. ; ·;.v 1

/c .JJi le/,)€ '..Jc)N J) 'YN]# ,JJ'/c 

" I t a man took a beave- ot.fer1ng f'rom the ciatern and s e1d: 

•Let this be a beave- o.ffering pr ovided that 1 t cane a up 

in peace ( aa.fety), peace means aete fran ~reakage or from 

spilling, but not from contracting uncleanl.1neaa . R. 

Sime on aaya: ' Peace also mee.ns safe f ran contracti ng 
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"Uncleanlineaa. U 1 t wae broken, 1 t doe a not count aa 

a heave-ottering. Bow tar (an7 trcm the eiatem) can 

1t be broken and still not count •• a beave-otteringf 

Only ao tar that it 1t r olla back• it can reach the cis

tern. R. Joa• eaya: Aleo lt any man bad knowledge 

enoQgh to make aucb a condition and did not •o ao, and 

it waa broken, it doea not count as a beave-otfering, 

tor that is the condition aet by the Court." (110) 

Legend bad it that tour men, among t hem h. Akiba, 

were privileged to enter Paridi ae before their tiae. 

Ot R. Aklba the Ta;mud aaye: 
rJ I.}));·, 1 J 'r I . fld f' ~ J > ' / f 1 I~ ;J ,, /~ / c J'J¥ " ) 

11 . ,Jr51 ; J / ' Jl,/c.. 'JJC- ,.., •• (Jc- ,J ' 'e , ,., ,-'-

"R. Ak~ba went up 1n peace (eafety) and came down 1n 

peace, and of him Scripture •~ya: {Song of Songs 1:4 ) 

' Draw me, we •111 run after t hee,•" (111) 

R. Bllezar uaed t he word f 1 le to mean '•ell', 

or 'healthy.' 

.p,-·1J ) lffa. . id.I>~ h 1 ,) '~ ',.JJ'e /1)1./ >J'r '[i, ·;i) .J>/1.. 11/te 
J :,.. 1.1/,Je 1 c 10 /V 1/JkN ,:/t-f.f, k./ 'Ji- ..:J ;_J ),}J /e1,, Jp' 

•/Jt /<- / '.J le f' ferl ~·> le I ,J J 1 tv/t.. • ;l>k 

"They aaked R. Eliezar: What about carrying it (the 

acapegoat) on hi• shoulder. Re replied (ev1.a i vely): 

He could carry you and me. (They asked) if he who is 

to take it away becomes sick, may he send it away t~rough 

eaneone else? He replied (again evasively ) : May I keep 

well, I and you." (112~ 

The next pe.s sege ueee f 1 de to refer t c the wel

fa re of J erusalem. 
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f .-h J/ft' t.Ji1<- ffc.">e. ·I ,, · ~i,) )fr/, ·,f 1,) ~e,,,, ,., , )/r/{ 

1 
.J /t.J ,)/Yb ;J }' 'JfcJe J ', ) , 'J,.j .J/c. Jl/~,) /; 'Ji ',.) ../>ft ,,.; • ) },_,')[ 

(~.)r ( J,;J,.1{ 'Je, -;> 1 ,Jr:> d1te ., tJ '.h :; 1 ;.,,, A.1·J i _, { J1>1;.1 

',J' " j N.r f J,).fu ) Al}f./ •• ' ' ) , , f' Jc .fi/t IL JJ('(C'.J - ,>'l' J') 1111/<1 

/ f.l i) e '"1 .. ,~1 'r 11 'J>/c /i~f·· (fe ) 1N1J.1 ·: . • (l1>~ /' l e 
'· '_,;/'~ ) ,J,~ ~ ','/// f,/Jrt t ';'i-11 / f ' Je /Jn/ r'' (. ,., ,,,~ 

11.. 't '' / / ./'fi I (~ f-;u'·.1_,,·~',.; ,;· /'{t4,;/ ,; )1.1 ;-Ii ¥~, IC ' J/4' 

/ ' 1/l ;-. ' {-y /~ ./ ¥ J , o/ j .Jc 

"R. Joabua b. Levi aaid: The Holy One, Blesse d be He, 

said t o Israel, 'Y ou have had my house destroyed and 

...., children exiled. Inquire after tbe peace (welfare) 

ot Jeruaalem and I will forg ive you.• Thus it 1a written: 

(Pa 122: 6 ) ' Fray f or t he peace of Jerusalea 1: an d 1 t aeya 

(Jer 27:7): 'And aeek t he peace of tbe city;' and it 

1a aaid (Pa 122:7): ' Peace be within thy wall•, and pro

aper1 ty w1 thin thy pa lace a ; ' and •• 1 t ta sa 1 d : 

( ibid l22: E) 'For my brethern and caupan1ona 1 ae ke ••••• ' 

And the Rol y One, Bl e aaed be Be, •111 cause him who l oTee 

peace, pursues peace , offera a greeting ot pesce and re-

turns a greeting of peace, t o inherit both t r 1a world 

and the world to coae, es 1t i s said: ( Pa 37:11 ) ' The 

h umble sh.All inherit the e &rth, and delight t emselve s 

1n the abundance of pe bce.' "( 113) 

Samuel gives Gn economic 1nter~ret~ ti0n t o the 

wor d ; 1fe. 
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Jic. JN/c. ,J} ol>JD /N f ile j'k /c,J/1 /€)1•/" t'H 
(<J'rt'ii>J1 .1 ~'..h:;J rile p·)l"J ~/,}))~) e'e f '.WJ / i 1 1"1/'.J, _ 

' ),._$1) /" , /1(2- c ~,)Jj j'/L r~ J J.h 11)/).d ~ ) _JJ1 J e_" 
.;i1;c. ;Jo /' ' re;) / :; / ' ,) ' t: JY 1~/G f'Jc1~u 

"WbB.t ls meant by (Zeeb B: lO), ' Neither is there any 

peace for him that went out or came 1n, because of the 

aLfl1ct1on. 1 Rab aa1d: Even f or the scholars, who 

are promised peace, as 1t 1a written: (Pa 119:165) 

•Great peace have they who love Thy Law. • (Even for 

them) ls no peace tran the affliction . And Samuel 

aald: Until all prices are equal.• (114) Although 

the exact meaniJlg of his word• is not a pparent, 1t 1e 

obv1oue that he interprets ' Peace' in •Ill• paaaage with 

an econanic connotation. 

In a tinal passage, ' Peace' seems t o indicate what 

la now a o fre quently ce lled ' Peace of Mind. 1 (Zech 8:10) 

'And there is no peace for him that goea out and c omes 

1n'. Rab eald: When a man t orseke s the study of Ralacha 

for t he study of Scripture be no longer bas peace. And 

Samuel aaid: Thia refers t o one who forsakes Scripture 

~or ~1shnah. And R. J ochanan said : Even one who leavea 

one Talmud for another.• (115) 

It is interesting to note t he vari ous meanings 

a pplied t o t his single term rile, and it is delight.tul 

t o note how greatly cherished i t always i s. Even t hough 

the passages handled i n t his concluding chapter bsve been 

l oosely bound together, they unite with all the other 

words or the habbla brought before the reader of t his 
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p~per in a mighty chorus exalting the glorioua ideal -

'Peace.• 
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80. Derek Ere t z Zuta , ch. 9 (b ). 

81. B. M. 4 : 2 . 

Bi a. See notes 3 and 4 . 

82 . Sanh. 7a; B . A. 1. 

8 3 . Sanh. 99a; !.A. 2 . 

8 4 . Ukt zin 3 :12 ; T. ~ . 

as . B . B . i oa. 

86 . Per ek Sholom, p . 2 51 - 2 ; T. 2 . 

8 7 . Sanh. 99b; P . A . 2 . 

88 . J . R .H., ch. 2 • , T. 3 . 

89 . R.H. 23b ; P .A. 2 . 

90 . Sanh . 9l b ; T . 4. 

91. Perek Sholom, p 258 ; T . 2 . 

92 . Ke t . l 04a; .T . •• 
93 . Perek Sh ol om, pp . 2 f'8 - 9 ; T . 2 . 

9 4 . Edpy . 8 :7 . 

95 . Fere::: Sh o l o:"'l , !' . 257 ; .... ,, 
~ . ,, . 

96 . ibid . , pp. 8 '" 7- 8 ; 'i' -. 2 . 

97 . Ab . 1 : 1 2 . 

98 . F~re l~ .3holoM, p . 25~ ; F . l . o . 

90 . ~~b . 1 : 1~ ; T . 1. 

100 . 1er . 8 a ; !"3 . fl_ . 4 . 

1 01 . Ber . 16b ; B . '\.. l ; ~ lso , .,-:: r . 1 7::i. . 

103 . Terel~ ,;'lolor:i , n . !"~O ; '~ . 3 . 

io.~ • . , . .., 
l. J1.f! . ' T • :: • 

104 . i bi r ., 

l O:C . i b i d . , '"'r> • ::-~1 -2 ; "r . A . 4 . 

10 ~ . rr. aMi d 1 : 3 . 
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10 7 . r es . 10 : 6 . 

1 0<1 . Yoms 7 : 4 . 

109 . l 1Azir ;) : 5 . 

11 . Tebul Yom ~ : 7 ; 
. ,,, 

3 • 

1 11 . !la~ • 15b . 

112 . Yo·:" -rb ; r . r 

' • 

11:" . Per ek' ?io l om, np . ~~ - 4 ; . p • .• • 1 . 

11 ' . , ,,....,-i . '""' " ; • • • l ; _ is .s 4-;t'."'}!l rM - 2 co·~tc·:t X:-.!a:][ j:1 

\V'rtic ~ the '?ob bis .,.. ":."' 0 " f i ,...f''3r ,:1ce o~ O"'i:"li".l:l c....,·· c 0 r·1:.. .,,.. 
the nr ,..desti:1or' r'lct es r1d Si ~S 01' ,...,,,,OM"'ti o:i • . '"~0!1e 
t h e · s:issfv·e q_110tcd , . • - 1 c"~"lr ct ,,t r• !>is .. iew ';h ~t .... ..,e 
r 11:iriod ')":~ore +-:1e 1, C•'}.,T"t i O!. "~ r'"':C:' :'... °> f'Jd ··r l;>_e "" ":!'""13 : 
" ?o-. 1 1"'\fore t" ~SP ., ..., ~~ •. 0 '!"C ... ,., s lO ~1.!!""" ~I'°'):'""' - -:-.. , ("'\!"' ..,-~r 
!lire "or beqs t; ··n:.t h er ·::as 'i,.,,.,r c '".:1;'~ r ... r: il'1 .. l.r t 
\7S?1t c i1t or c :u11e ?1 bee "' se of t!'le -. frJ. ·.c t i o"l . 11 (':;rc: . • -: · - . ) 
·1, '1:1_ '"i ves lit t le a.ssist:'!.:1ce . : e ofi"',.,rs ~; r:o -o~ .. · · ·: 
i ·1t,,r-.... ,,ti:>t! ,..;::- : ( n' · o """e '-- t il ,J. ':'-'":::- -:· ,., 
s ane ; (b ) ··o :>e"ce ,.·1til R.11 -··le,.,::; - ' C ,, .. i f rp• ·1 · 
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_,., 

.~ . ' : r ,°'".:'I I...-,• 'J ..... -
1 . .'l.b . - J1.bot~1 l .J . i et . - J e t huboth 

...., 
I e '\ . 2 . - •.bo 1 t>h Z " r e.h 1 4. i i d . - I i ddushin 

.; . 3 . 3 . - 1'lb a ., "t11ra 1 5 • J, ec: . - '. eKilla.lJ 

4 . Jer . - 1er<>ch oth 1 6 . l\ed . - 1• e d arim 

;; . ~il: . - 9 i kl.D1rim 17 . Pes . - Fes ?-'him 

6 . ~ .:~ . - 1AO<> T 'l!'!PlA 18 . ~ .E . - l(osh I' as h onn aJ1 , 

7 . 3 . i . - ~.~be ; AZ i I a 19 • .:>anh . - Sa."lhedrin 

(\ 

• ~du:r . - "Sd1 yyoth 20 . 3hP..b . - .:)h., bb P t h 

"'l . ~b . - ""'ru') in 21 . ->heb . - ;hebi ' i th 

l ') ' Git . Citti:i 22 . .. 1 - ,he ' :W.ir.i - ..,ne,~ . 

11 . :rap. • - ;ra n:J:"" i,..'lh .,-, .,.,) . Ta 1 a..'1. . - 'f? I ~litn 

l " . •;u1 . - ''11llin '4 -· 'l'OS • - Tosepj1ta 

25 . Yeb. Yebamoth 

The followi n g terms h ave been used at the e::id or notes , 
\'Jherever ' Ossibl e , to 1'.:"l d1cat e 'the str atum of the last aut hority 
cited i~ t he quotat i on. 

1. ) ~ .A . Babyl onian Amora 

2 . ) P .A. Pales t inian Amor a 

3 . ) T . Tanna 

4 . ) 1 , 2 , 3 , 4 , 5 . - Ge!1cr atio::-i to vrhich the nut hority o elo:ig s . 
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'P .r~~t ises ~m- !'"'tZ , e d . • 1 ir Pr . 

B. ?lkft;} 

'."I . 1 1 t t!"'lnnn , 

11. II 

i :: . r;1nzburr , 

1 ~ " - . , 

..h ?I.JN , ec' . ... "1e low . 

1/ AtlfJ 1J l>..JJ DN 

II 

tr: e .""'! i'/S • 

if'll i k , 

·r1· ~ l'? s~ "or !e• ce , ., .. .... 
17 . II , ll?f '\r "1<' : P "ICC i..., .-r-·7is:1 _'1 • 

. . ·' . 
•:1t.:o:i , 

1l. 

II 
-~ . . . :-. . 1.::. l Q;:-r . 
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