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i\ c k n o 1\' l L' •I· 1 :-: L' n t 

\Io r c r II :1 fl n n h i s t o r i ~ 1 l r 1..' co n s l r u c t. i u 11 o r n n c x p c ri n c 11 c 

i n m c L It o d , t It i s l h c s i s r e :i r c s c ri t s t 11 c " u I 1:1 i 11 :i t i o n o f 1:i :rn :: 

ye :i r s pc r s o 11 :i I " l ri \" i n q • Th i :; 1. on.. co u l d .1 c v .._ ,.. h n \" t> t, c c n 

re:ili 7.L'd 1: it h ou l t 11 .. · s11µ1o rt oi r: an y tcn chL~ r s :Jnu fr i ends . 

\I :i n y t Ii :i n k s •J o L o L I; c- l i Ii r n r y s t n f i f o r t h c i r \' n l u :i h l e 

a ss i s t.1nn~ . ·i r. Phil 'lillcr p r ov i ded '1C wi t.It :i lnr•JC n11ou nl 

of u se .iul .~ :itcri .tl for \•: 1iich I :lM ve r y ~ ra tciul. 

In th e facult y there :ir e na ny p r ofess or s to thnn k , 

not l ens t nf wh i ch i s :iy ·1°1\ i s or on t.h i s µ roject , Dr . L1.:on:i r u 

l\ ra vit.l . 

of lenr11 in•1 1 j o _ . l I i 5 p ;') t i c n ~ c :'l II d c 0 n f i I! .... II\! c i II Cl c :,• i l l 

T o Dr. '•ln rtin Cohen •JOC::. :1 s pec i :i l note oi g r ::it it 11dc , 

not on l y fo r II i s ,. :'l 1 u n b 1 c -.; r i l i \! i s r.i ~ •l u r in IJ th i s p ro j ~ct , L u t 

a l so for h is conti nu:il tra nsn i ss ion of endu r i ng t rut h · . 

I \'I o u 1 d :Jl s o l i i< c t o t h :i 11 k IJ r • fl :i r r y O rl i n s k y f o r t II e 

m a n y t i rn I.! s t h n t h c s t o o J o :: ri c :'l n d f o r h i s i r c 'l u c n t :'l 11 1 I 

tboul) htful ;i d•. ice . 

To Da rl ene Ur uns , .. ho :i ss i s t. ed in the technical 

p r o d u ct i o n o i t h i s p r o j c i; t , u o i o 11 d a f f e c t i o 11 a 11 d :i p p r e c i a t i o n • 

Through out the ye ars , :ind cspec i :J ll y durin g this p roj ect , 

my f nm il ) h :is ucen 1 ::.ou r ce oi cont inu ou s in sp iration ;in1l 

c omfor t . fo t.he m I owe ::l ole lJl h"iich c:i n n1:vcr be r epa i d . 
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I R. ~ T ' !EO.: !: ·• n yn1 . [ ·, T\XX \ 

S i m c o n h 1 r \'I) c It a i :·: 1 s o n •' o L IL -H: i h n ' s mo s t o \I t -

s t :t 11 d i 11 c_t •Ii s 1' i ;' 1 c s • \s IL 'tki 11 1•:1s th e l ·:ider oi h i s 

i s \\' r i tr c n t h n t c nrl y i n 11·-- lif e R. -\k iho onc e h :t c.I 

t we l ,. e t h o u s :.i n d p n i r s o f d i s c i : ~ ,_. s i n t h c :'\ o r t h • TIU~ \· CO\" -

eretJ an ·nc1 Cron !; :i hbat h :i Ill ,,1 t i n n tris . \'ct , :i l l of thcr.t 

J ied of :i st r:i n111 l:1 l in 11 d i .-5 ti 1 S•.: i n one short period of t i ri e . 

The r e:is o n ·J i \' en for thei r d c·1rl:s i-.•1s ri \·nlr y . \ftcr the 

t r a tJ c d ~ R. \ ~ i b :i 1•: c n t t o t It e S o 11 1 h :rn d r a i s e .J 11 ;> s t i l l o t h c r 

d i sciple:; . T!1e li tcr~tu re .i.~-; ··rihes c ht.>sc s1 u d c11ts ;is th os e 

wh o r estoreJ the Torah i n h1:i: r ir-e . 

The worl d rcm:iin ciJ 11: •lL1tc u11ti l R. \ ldlJ:t e:inc 
t 0 0 II r '.i ;J S t C r S i 11 l h C ~ U II • •1 11 I t :l 11 'I ii t I h I.! n • [ h C y \•;I! r C 

R • '·I c i r • R • J 11 .t :i it , H • J C' s " • <. .S i r: 1.: o 11 h • Yo h :i i , R • 1-. l c -
az J r b . 5hn:-iu:i , R. Jo h:in:i · • i.: s :i 11.tler , 1•1 I R. El i c7.<.:I' 
h • J;) c 0 1, . 0 t h c r s s a ·. : "L .J I( : :i lt ' H • ·~,. h c rl i :i Ii • n. "c i r • 
R • J o s c , IL S i ri co n h • ·, I) l. ! t , iL II ;i 11 11 i 11 'l Ii • I I :i h i n ::i i , :t 11 11 

R • J o h ::t n ::i n L he 1; oh Li l ~ r • ' 1 i • l R • ~ k i h n : ·.1 y s on s , t h c 
prcvi o•Js one:-: d i ed o n l . ''·· · 111,;e th•.:\" he~ru tl11e • I ea ch 
oth e r • .. set.: Lo i L that ;t) 1 f) not :i i;r th11s . T!icv :irosc 
:-i n d f i l h.: d t. I: e \\' h o l e o i r .-; .- 1 c l 1-:i t h T o r :i h • O t he r s s n y : 
I t w :i s t h c . .- 1·: It o r c v i •: c cJ 1. c :- or ;-i h a t. t h :i t t i n e • 1 

When R • . ~kiba establis hed h i r.is e lf in t he town of l311c i 

Brak, !ti s st u de nts joined him . It was there that. R. S i me on 

studie d 
'l 

fo r m:tny ye:irs .- fn s ome :ireas R. Sir.teon was second 

onl y to R. ·:e ir. \~ h e n t h e t i r.i e I! :-i 111 e f o r R • .\ k i b a t o o r ti a i n 



2 

h i s st u d c n L - , 1i c of ·1 \ ' c p r c f c re 11 t· c ! o I~ • \I c i r :i 11 cl or tin i 11 c d h i r1 

f irst . 

the rt~po rl, H • ..; i ·-:c on \\' a s 1101 p leased by thi s :irrnnqL·n cnl. 

Thcrefor 1.' , I\. l'-i•1 :i i ~ :; 'lid t.o ha,·e :i rpcnscd hir.1 wi r.11 t he iol-

Lowin •.i WO J." s: " :r i s su fiic icnl f ot· ~ OU l.tJl f ;ind you r 

l re nLo r r ~~o~n i z~ vour 10 '.-;cr. 
.. '.3 

R • S i m co 11 11' n ~ \" c r v c l o ,. e t o II i s teacher an tf w o u l d 'J o t o 

nny ex tent l O s 111d\· 1dth ldr:i . lloJ would evl!n ris l-. h i s lifo 

to hear h is te n1: 111' r's 1rn rtls of Tornh. In his later y e ars 

R . A k i h n I\' o u l .1 l, 0 t II r o \•: 11 i n L o p r i s o n • Th rou fJh th e infl11c11 cc 

of his fat he r 'L11•·'1 :i i , IL S i ni~on · i s ite d R. \k i h::i i11 pri s on , 

a n d the r e he :ish 0·l h i s te:-ich cr ro inst rucl h i m i11 th e Law . 

This wa s a .Jnn•.!''.! rous u ndcrt.:ikin<J l)ecause the t i.: :'l•: hin v oi 

T o r n h In ii h c l: n o u l l :n : 1: tJ • 

R • S i m c o n c :inc L o IL \ k itJ ;i , w h e n t h c 1 n t L e r 1·: :-i s 
i n car cc r :-i t c d i 11 pr i s on • ' Tc a ch nc t or ah ' , he .; :i i d • 

.\kilJ::i repli ed , ' I sh;i ll 1101 te;ich ~011 .' 

R. S i ncon llt t:ll .; :-iitl , '[ f \ OU do no1 t l':tCh me , r 
s h a 1 1 t c 11 r1 y f :i 1. It er ¥ o c h ;i i , , 11 ti '1 e s h ;i 1 1 d ~ 1 i\· e r y o u 
i n t o t It e h :i 11 .t s o i t h e ' r o \' c r 11 11 e n t • ' 
R. Ak i ba th e 11 re sp onded , ' ~s rrncl1 as the calf 1\llshes 
to such:le, s o Loo du e s the cow wish to ~J i Ye s ucli . \nd 
who here is in daniJCr b ut Lile c::ilf !' J 

R. S i meon went t o ~ reat ex t r cnes not on l y in s ee k ing 

instruction hut :'llso in study in g . There is r e a son to be-

lieve tha t of :ill h i s c olleagues, he a lone dedicated one 

hundred p e r c ent of h is t i me to the study of the L:iw . ·1 From 

his stare1.1e ,1ts , it appears that he be l ieved that al l men 
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shou l d .to l it.. '.i '\•' . th c.: rc i s the 

f 0 1 l 01·: i 11 IJ 

IL s i n I'll n lo • \'Ci 11 :l i c; ~I :: s : rs ' h :l I p 0 c; s i ti l c? r f :l 

m a n p l 0 II I II I •: :i L tl " ' I h 1 II •j s c :i s 0 :1 • 1 I ' I s 0 \•; " i 11 L h t: 
S O l~ill•.1 S •'l'•lll , 111il r • ·111~ i rl l!lc r•.':-t ll i lloJ t;l'1 S Oll , :111tf 
th r c sl11•<; 1 •1 :!1 1.: '!.I' •· ,• i11· 1 ·a·1 .:. ri 11 , 111·! • 1•1111.n:.- i11 t h1~ 
seas o n I). " ·.t 1-I , .,, i-. 11) I ·· cul c oi I f!.~ T or111 ·~ 

:"io , l ollf . l l ~fl f · r :t t:l IL' J' i t)l' l 1 Jh 1• \\il l Oi t ht.: () 111Ji p rc -
S~flt , th.: tr 1·or k i -; P•! r.' " l"1t.: 1 1•; ll i. 1•ers , 1s i 1 s :-t ys , 
. .\ n ol s · 1 • :i ., , · .. · ·1 1 l 1 ·1 :J • :i 1 d 1" · • .. 1 ·• o 11 l' 1 l 0 , 1, s , c 1 c • • • ' ' 

T h i s r c f1 o r t , • .. h i ,. h ~ t ;i t c :: 1 111 t R • S i rn e o n . ! '-' 11 i '.I r :l t. c J 

h c e ·:e n ts 1·: i1 i c It :i r e s :i i d 1 o 

It :l \" e o cc u r r L',. .. i. en R • S i 11 e o n :i 111 I 11 i s s o n 1 cf t t It c i r c ;i \" e o f 

ex i le i' or · :ac i ir st i n c . 

Th e n El i j:·i11 c;i!1C :in •l ')Lo otl :1 the ent rance oi the 
c a ve :Jn ol L' X1.:l:i i r:·~d , .\!t o .-: Ll l . 11fnrr.1 t 11c ::.0 11 ot' \ oll:i i 
t hat t h•) c 1 pcror i s •!L·:-id 1 11 ! iis te c r c~ ri 1111111lcd? 

S o r he y c 1;11: r . 11: •I • :::- 1.: c L 11 'I :i ::i ;") :i p l o 11 '1 I ti 11 oJ :i n d .s o w -
i n IJ , t h.: ~ •: x c l ·1 i r~ L' I , ' T It t! :: i or 5 a .,: c l i f c L' L ..: r 11 :i l a 11 .I 
ell'J:l •Je i n l ite t 1:r.p o r 3l '' 

W ;1 n t e •: c r t h c ~- c :ts t 1 h c 1 r c y ·~ s upon 1·: :-i s i nm I! rt i at e 1 :; 
b :.t r n t u r . Th t! r c tip 0 11 :l tit! 1 •;~II 1 \' !: c 11 0 t: :l ri ·~ i 0 r t h :l n ol 
c r i e ti 0 II I • • II :l\· e y L' e ri L' r " c d ( \) ol c s t r 0 y r. y »: 0 r 1 d : 
Retu r n · o .our c:i,.e!' ' 

R, S i 11e on ' s ide a th:-it one shoulJ h:ive fo r Qll C ' s b us i ness 

on l y the :; tudy oi the l aw w:-i s n ot acc ep t:i ble t. o the r abb i s . 

In t h e p.is c; :-i•JC: fro n Be r :lchot R. " i meo n ' s v i ew i s c ond cmneu . 

" \l a ny ha ,·e fo l lo 1·:~d t he :-idd c e of I shmael .L_\7h i ch i s t o say 

t he y c omli i nc the s tud y o t' t he L:t w wi t h a wo r ld l y occu pat io_.:!7 

a n d i t h :i s 1\" o r i.. e fl 1·: e l 1 , o t he r s h ave f o 11 o \\' e d R • S i me o n b • 

Y o ha i ::inJ it h a s no t hPCn successfu l. '' ~ o reo ve r , t he s ta t e -

ment a tt ri buted t o El i j ;i lt , "ll ave ye eme r ged t o J es t r oy my 

, 



\\' v r 1 d • • • ! '' 

dest r 1>y the s or i :i l -> tr11c1url.! . 

s ch o l a r c 1.1 s s k p ..: n d c it l! p I) n i h I? L :1 1, o r s o i o l h '-' r 5 • 

one ,,·ere t o •1 i\·1? up thl? j>lOll •lh :t n d ru11 o 1 he sludy h:-i ll, wh o 

w o u 11 I h c 11: i L t o s u p µo r t t It c '"~ c d s o f t h c s :: It o l :t r •. l :i s s · ! 

c a t e h i s t 0 f a 1 l i 1:1 c l 0 t h I~ s l II d ~ 0 i t h e L.1 \'I • t, 11 c y r c :) r c c t e ti 

R. Simeon f o r .Jo i tt •J so. 11 e 1,· J s c o n s i J c r e d t h e m o s t p i o l1 s o ( 

m e n, a n d i :·: :-i .. s :i i ol t It :'i t h i s • l.! ri r :i l o n c I' re s e n · e J r I. c 1·: o r l • l. 

T h e r e f o r -.: , J .: r l n •J h i s 1 i i c t i r.1 c l Ir l.! r :i i n h o h , ;:i s i IJ 11 o f r, o d ' s 

~II d , it L:J S .:i a i J t ~I 3 l l f i t h :1 ti 

bee n possil·l~ for R. Si r.ico n , his :.on Ele :i.1. ;:i r , a11d i\ i n•J .J oth:ir:i 

of Ju dea to cor.il>i nc their sp iril 11o l nc ri t , s in .1nd sufferi11 ~1 

wou lu h:l\'t! b1?c11 p ur 1_1 cl) iron the 1\'orloJ . 8 

H::ivin '.} fle\'O led !J i s ·~nti re li f e to the study oi the L:Jw , 

R • S i m e o '' h .1 •: ., u c h o s ;i ~ • The \1 i s h n a h a n d Ta l mu li :i r e r i l 1 e J 

wi th h i ::. uiscussions 011 l;:iw . They a r c fo11 11 J i n all the 

l r e a t i s e s o i t h c '.Ji!)f1 11 :i h 1.: x c e p t 13 c r :irho t , 11 :r ll n It , T :i ' :i 11 i t , 

Neda ri M, T·1·~iJ , 111d 'I i .Idol. 

R. Simeon ' s teac lt in rJ \\'as for the mos t pa rt a co ntin-

uation o f R. \kiba's . Once , \\·hen ta l king to h i s stuuc nt s , he 

referred to his 

i n s t ru ct i o 11 , 
•t 

t.l:!aclt ing 1s the l>cst d i st il l:l t i on of R. \k iua's 

.D4'iJr /' IQ t'fl1 ~ 'JI/ ,1Jt.• IJJ1d JJ1,v11,/J ~7/!Ne."" 
I 

Be hind t hesl? words lies :in other st:itl!mc nt , "I arn the tr ue 

disciple or R. .\ k i b a. ·· 

, 

.. 
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n. S i ni.:0 11 ,,$ si mi l n r I 0 11 S 11:ad1e r in 1 :-i ~in1.1 3 lihero l 

c o 11 s r r u c 1 1 •) 11 - t s 1 .111 c e t o 1·. ;i r ' • I?~ I. :1 w • Yet , the r e :'lre s o in e 

i n fl i c n 1 i o 11 s 1 1. :i t IL S i in e o 11 o1 i : t' ·~ n.: ii i n me t hod fro n h i s 

teache r. 

Like r\ld •:l , R , Simeon ic l• ll! :i t Lhc Tor:i h -Co11s 1 i.tullon 

r f 0 11 e rt It !H I) , i.; h c d l h c T 0 r :i h I; ~ t. R • I s h Iii;) e l • s :i s s II mp t i 0 II 

t hat it w:i s ·: rit lc n iu the 1 :1 .: •1ll::l •Je of m311 , rherc was litt l e 

p o s s i h il i T :: ;.' ' r r a d i ca l i: !J :i rw ·~ • The text itself , L111 rlc r such 

o rubric, h:.:a-,e a co11fi 11 i1n1 ;t rai• iht ja1;k e t . This \.,-ould ha\·c 

been a s 1.:rio . s it an d i c ap 10 ti• .. · lende r s of a troub l ed co1111tr :. 

whe r e n L' \\" si r uations :Jrose e·· .. · n · day call i nu i or d r ast i c o.nd 

c r ea t i v e s o lut ions . r n h o l d i 111 J t h a t l h c T o r a Ii s p o k c 11 o t 

i n th c 1:'l11 •Ju :i •J v of l"1 ::i n , R. S i m c on 1•:a s c o 11sonn11 t ,., it. It ll o t h 

'<k i ba a n d t: : e 11et:ds of his s o ciety. 

Ho 1,· e ,·er , th e r.ict h ooJs e r1 plo y cd lly R. \kiba, and R. S i r.icon 

may h~vc be e n Jifferenl . R. ~ l\iba he l J th a t nothit11J in t h e 

T or ah w:i s s u nerfluous , "no t a wo r J , not a syl l able , not even 

a l ette r . r>: er y peculi<trit \' of diction , eve r y pa r tic l e, 

e ,. e r y s i •J n , i s t o b e c o n s i d el' e ti ::i s o f h i 'J h e r i mp o r t a n c e , a s 

h a v i n g a •.\i ! e r r c 1 :-a t i o n .rn d a s b e i n C) o f d e e p er me a 11 i n •J t h a n 

. I ., 10 i t seems to 1ave . T h u s R • \ k i b a t-.: a s a b l e t o b u i 1 J n cw 

l aw s u pon the most mi n ute letters of the Scri pture . 

R. S i r:ieo n, howeve r , :i pfH.:ars to have dev i ated f rom this 

me t ho d , a t le::isL al times . rltt:: r c a r e a numbe r o f i nstances 

.. 



i n the T:i l riud '. •: he r l.! ifl IL ~ i n e on rl..!jccteJ tJ11 i lolinq 111: 1 .. • l n\\· s 011 

t h e b a s i s o t · :l ri o u s s u pl! l' f 1 11 i r i t; s o f s f1 I.! c c.; lt f o 11 n d i n 

Scriµture. l l 

T h e r c i s re :i s o n t o b c l i e v e t h n, t R • S i me o n o f t e n a p p r 'l " 1' h c ol 

t. Ii e l aw l.J v ;i :-. Ii: i 11 ~I 1·. l1 a t r Ii 1: " i n t c n 1 •· o i th c s c r i flt u r :t 1 p, s s :i u I.' 

was . 

S . 1 .• l ., c r i. p t u r :-i r •) :i s 1) n . - T!te ral>his 111 cn t ionc.1 th :i t wh en they 

\\a n ted to 1\1101'.· the re:'l s on io r rinr pass :11JC in the Tora h tlil..';. 

wou l 1t ask fL S i ri c on . 1 :1 

Later in h i s li fe H. S i meon 1\rtS ortf:'lin cd a v a i n by ;Jno 1 11e r 

t ann a , R . • J 11d:J ' I b. UnlJ;.i . th i s ord i natio n , howeve r, d id no t 

mea n th a t H. S i me on had t:Jh.c n an o th er le:iche r :rn d h::i J rtii i-

l i atetl wirh ;:ino l ltc r sc hool oi thot11Jht . Loo k in 0 at it clo se l y , 

i t s e e ms 1 Ii :-i t L h i s s e r: on d or d i n :-i t i on 1rn s a me a n s of t r an :> -

ferr i ng top ll•:-idcr s!i i p ::iu rh o r i. ty f rom o ne •Jc nerat ion to 

an o th e r. [t wa s no t a procetlu r~ t o :idr. i t st u dents i n to the 

s cho l a r ~ l:l s:. because Lhc men o rd;:i ine J \\·e r e nlre:idy mer.ihe r s . 

T owar d th e end of tile l\' a r .j1Jainst Ro me (1 3:2- 13.J) sonc 

of R. ,\k i lJn ' s st 11J en ts r e J rne d fro n thei 1· e x ile. They ca me 

at a ti me when all the 11·::idc r s oi the p r c\· io us i.Je ne r at i on , 

exc ept R. J u dah 11 . C:l h :i , ha u be en k ill etl . R. Judah wi s hc•i 

to ordain the five r c'.u rnecs :i s tO 1 J ',.,' 11 r · · E 1 ti e r s • " I il i s 
1 

titl e ditl not refe r to the aae of those to he ordaincu bu t 

r a t h er t o L he i r n e 1v po s i t i o n o t :i u t h o r i t y • .\fte r th e t rnn s -

ferenc e ot ,utltori ty the i i ve r:i l>b i s wou l u he t he lead i n '.l 
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;1 u t Ito r i t i •' s •) i t h ,. n :i l i o 11 . 

II 0 we \' c r ' I II c .. (' r ~- .1 <: I 0 t' 0 r d i fl :i l i 0 11 \\':) s ;) c ;) r l I :) 1 n · i rte • 

\\er e Lhr;: Ro 1 1a11~ t o iind 0111 :i 11> 111 surh :i proc1•d11 rc 1 h e\' 

1-.r o 11 1 .I c " c c 11 t c n l 1 l h c p e o p 1 e i n 1 • o l v c J :i n rl d c s t r o \' r Ii 1) 1 o \'.' n i n 

\oJ hi ch 

do? .. l I 

such :i cc rc M on ~ tooJ.. 11 1.1c e . " \\'hat lliil R . J11il:'l i1 1 •• B.1h::i 

Usha anti Sh1•iarim . I 11 t fl C 0 I' C II f i 1.: l oi S h C 0 l' d :J i 11 ~ d 

f i v e "£ l de r s " ; IL \\ e i t • a • J ll " ;) h ' R • s i rn e 0 II • R • J 0 s c • 

R. El e i zar h . ;;11:unu:i , :tnd R. ~ehc~ni :i h . 

\~hen th1: or rl in:iti o n t·:;i:i c o!1pl .! l.~d . t he Ro r:1 1ns h:'IPl'C ncd 

u po n t h e 11 • R • .J u ol ;:'! h t u l J t h e _ · '' u 11 •J me n r o f 1 1..~ e , :i n d h c s t ;i y e cl 

to meet thi.: Rori:-in ~ . lie 1'.';'lS Sul'lma ril y executt.!d • .\ s the l:i st 

tan11n of 1hc previous •.1e11er:ttio.1 , ltc hau s uc 1:ceolL•d in r1:i i11-

taining t h 1~ cont i nu it y of the lc:i•lership of Isr:iel. 

R . Simeon , thereiorc , 1rns q i \·cn ::i \'ery profllinen positi on 

by th i s orJination. T h e nuthority th:'lt he :ind his col l e.-i11ues 

1-: o u l d en j o r \\' :is l c •J i 1 i r.1 :i t i z ~ d i n 1 h i s a cc o u n r • 

During his li fe , R. S i meon t:'1U1Jht R •. J11d:i h t1:1~ :1~ i 1d10 

1 a t e r 1\1 :-i s t I) b c c o m c L h c " P r i n cc " o f I s r ;i c l ." l :i 11 a v i n 'J s t u d i e d 

with the 11re:i• e:> t of on e ~ener::ition , R. S i meon tau1Jh t the 

g rea test of the 11cxt •1 enl!t·:i t io 11 . \n d , .1s we s hall see, 

R • S i me o n h i m s e l f 1·: a s n o t i a r f f o 1:1 h ;n i n tJ h e c n t 11 e m o s t 

importan t n:i n , or :it l c::ist on e of the most i mp ortant men, oi 

his own ueneration. 



In or llcr 10 i:o r:i c 1 0 th::it 1ndcr ·;; ;i11 o!in1J , on e r;:1..; t f ir st 

ha ,:c an o•: ·.:-r•; i 1! •.; oi !tis ' L r:14~ :i•1.1 th•: ;; n 1· i·il Cor c:.,:s ~·: h i 1· h 

shaped 1 t. 

8 
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II Tll E SEEllS Or I i i))'[ ·.~ J l IHS rO:\T E:\T 

ln the f ir st :'1nd se con d ce nturie s f.E • .lut!e ;i was 3 l:rnt.1 

bese t 1-:it h i11' c tn1~cine s tr ife :u1d out ri ljh t 1·: .1r. 7n uni!e r-

LO 

s t a n d t. he \"a r i o 11 s t. r o 11 : tl C! "' w h i c !t ;-i f r 1 i c 1 1.!l! J u ti c :t on I! :11 us t 

f irst h:t\·e :'111 :i pp rcci:it ion of t h e ,·ari ous sod:il •.1 roups 1.;h i c h 

m n ti e u p r h c s n c i ct , . • ·• :-1onu the mo st i i:i p1n t:rnt we r e 1 he 

prie s t " , The Hun:'1ns , the f:inne r s , the tt r b::in p rol et:-i ri:it , the 

early Ph :-iri s ees . t h~ l:lt..: r Ph:iris~es , nnd th e l.e:i lot s . T h i! 

nee ds and i dco l olf i es oi ihcs c •1r o11ps of t e n co n i li c 1,)d :it ll o n t! 

a no t her , :i 11 d t It e s e co n f l i c t s ') :H· e r i s c t o m :1 j o r \\' a r s. :i 11 ;i i n 5 t 

Ro me . 

From th e ti Me oi £zr:i , i f no t hefon! , the priesrs hart 

b e e n t h e :l u t ll o r i r ,. fi •J u r e s i n t h e 1 a n d • C o n t r o l 1 i n •J t h e i t.I e -

o 1 o g :• , t hey 1·: c re r e s po n s i h 1 e f o r t h e m :1 i n t e n a n c c o i t h e s o c i :l 1 

or der. Th e Temp l e in J e ru sa l em wa s not only t he r el i uiou s 

he ;i rt of t he 1 an ti b 11 t :i 1 s o t It e se a t of •.Jo v er nm en t • 

T h e c o n s t i t u t i o n o f n n c i e n t .J 11 d e a 1·: a s t h e T o r a h • I t ~vas 

the r eliui ous , c i v il , and c r i min:il c ode of the c; oc i ety . 

U n t i 1 t h e r a b IJ i s r e p l :i i; e d t hem , tit c p r i e s t s c o n t r o 1 1 c ti t he 1 a 1.,, • 

The Torah-Const i tut ion wa s c r eate J for , and functioned wel l 

in, an agricultural soc i et y . In r etu rn f or hi s off e ri ng s , 

whi c h were a l s o his t a x e s , t he fa r mer expecte d f iot.1 t o fa\·or 

him w i t h r, i n a n d ch i l d r e 11 , t he t \\' o e l cm en t s o f we fl 1 t It i n n 

farming co mm unity . P n y i n •J hi s taxes iv :l s no t a d r ca r y b 11 rd en • 



11 

Thre e tiri1.'" .• · l' .1r rl:c i:Jrmcr \\Olllol m:1kc :t pil'Jr i m:t•JC' to 

J e n1 s ~· l c m • - 1'r•· '1•• 1,·01ild rej o i ce in the ri ch p:t ~1 ca11lr ) 

a n J d r :i 1a :t 11 ( • 1, 1.• t' c s t 1 \ ' n 1 r i t c s . S uch trips \\'C r c hi!Jlt 

p o i n t s i n h i s o 1 h c r '" i s c r. on o l o 11o11 s 1 i i c • 

The Tor :1h - Co11stitut 1u11 1.>11 .. :h td1 t he :;y st e m was h.'l scJ did 

n o t.. i n :'I n) 1: :'!\· c n cum he r t he l i f c o f L he f :Jr r1 er • [t s re stric -

tions we r e not. undul~· hard . T:ikc , .lor cx;i mplc , tli.:! r t's tric-

t ion on fi r e (ound in Ex . . ~:;: :> , "re sh a 1 1 k i nil Le no Ci r c on 

the Sabbn t h ." f o r t h c f ri r r:1 e r 11 o f i r e o 11 t h e S :l ll h a t h 11: a s , 

at most, ir kso n c . 

Ano t her r cs l r i ct i on I' la i; e ol ~'p o n t. !i •.! p e op 1 e h y t h c Tor :oh 

was the li mi t of S:1hb:tl h tr:in~ l. [ n Ex . 11,· :!:l the i n •l i vid u ·1l 

was in st.. r uc:c d not to le 1·:1: h i s l t 1) n e 1>11 t•ie seve nth d .1 • • 

"~lark that the Lo rd has u i •; cn ~·o u the S:-ibl1:lth ; the r efore lie 

g i v e s y o u t 1,· o if :i ~- s i o o d o n t h c s i x t It ii a y • Let everyone 

r em :li n w her c 111.: i s ~ 1 et no rt a n 1 e :J v e h i s p l :t c e on t he s c \'en t h 

1ta y . " Since the far mer ' s " t-1l:icc'' \\'as a l arge a c rca l) e , he had 

li ttle 11eeJ L O travel . T h c r e i o r e , t h c r e s L r i c t i o n , ... :l s 11 o t 

one ro us . 

S omewha t :ll i en Lo our unde r !: landin ~J today was the tahoo 

system of ''11ncle .1 nline ss." Cf a n in dividu3l contracted 

·• u n c 1 ea n 1 i n cs s, '' he w a s o Ii 1 i 'J a t e LI l o r emove h i ms c l f fo r a 

pe rio d of ti me , ritu<tlly h :ithc , a n d give :in offer i n•J to the 

p r i C s L s , u S u :i l 1 y t l\ 0 d 0 \' c s • l Cn ce r tain in s ta n ces the pe rso n 

co u 1 d pass a lo •HJ h 1 s "u n c l e an 1 i n es s" to o I> j e ct s a n J t o other 
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p e o µ 1 e • - ~ It• · ::- • • r •l Q , i ·1 t 11 r n , \\'I) 11 l d r h..: n i :i 11 11 11 , IL' r 1 ll c t n I> o o • 

cxpcricn cl:' d ·1 •li ::r h :i riJC , or U\ 1'1) Minq i n conlac1 1'.' ith :111 

" u ncle an '' t, i ·; .. . 

J e a d b o d i I.! s , i: r e 1: p i n 11 t h i n •J s , a n d l c p c r s . F o r t h c f ;i r n \..' r t I\ e 

1 aw s of .. ~' n cl u, n t i n c s s .. ·.:c r ~ :n 1 h c i r 1·: o r s t :'l mi nor n 11 i s :i nc c • 

S o r.t et i 11 c s l1 L' •;: o u l d ii :t r 1~ 1. o 1'1 i s s a f cw if n v s 1,• o r k :i 11 1 l s e t :i s i u e 

anot he r p.i i r of t!o·es t'o r the p rie s t s . 

s !l t .:. sf a c · t> r . Th t: y [>r o •: i Jed i o r h i s It :i s i c '1 e ed s , •.pl': c 'ii n 

m om e n t s o i r i c h J r :J n a ::i n d p n rJ e a n t r \' , :i 11 c1 t h e r c s t r i c 1 i o n s 

i rn po s e tJ !J :.- • Ii c s \' s t c 11 \\'er c 11 o Mor c t ha 11 i r h. s om e • Bu t. , 1d th 

t he takco\·cr Qi t h e l:in •I !1: 11\1) Rom an s s oc i ety chall •JCd . 

new c l ass n r o~e . :i n u rb~n ~~~ l era ri ;it . The neeus of th i s new 

g roup \\·ere nor n t:t b y the t radition:'ll in st i tut ion s of Tor:ih 

Law an d Tc 'lp l e Cu lt. 

Wilen th e Ro 11:in s fir st c;:imc to .Judea in t> -1 B. C . C., t hey 

foun d a nun bo? r of la r •JC i:it i cs d1:v1:!lo p e d by their prc i.lec es ­
:3 

s o r s , t h e .S •.: 11: 1 1..: i d s • \•: i t h o v e r i i \' t! t ho u s a n d ne n t o qua r -

t er a n d c ::i r c ( o r , t It c 11 o m A n s p r c s s l! d i o r t h c f u r t h e r 1 I c ,. e 1 o p -

ment of t he cit i es . ~ 11 citi es , espec i a lly those \\'ith a lar 'Je 

number of non-proiJ ucti\·e 1:dcme 11 ts such as so l d i e r s , require 

a 1 a r g e c r a f t s ma n c la s s r o p ro v i u e t he n e c es s a r y s en· i ce s 

and accouter rn u nts o f u r ~A 11 l i fe . 

Rome's policies in aJ ~ ini strat i 11u th e country forced rna ny 

of the mar uin :il ia r l'le rs of !. the land and into th e cities . ~ s 
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Rom e ti. •.1h t ~n1.• d her •Jt i p up on .1 11.J •:"I , she ex lor tcd l :'! r ~TC~r <llld 

l a riJer t r i bute . The fir st to t •~cl rh0 '1 :ir ds td11 " '1•r•· 111e small 

far trters. ~\'ith ·1dditio11:l l tax•· s •n p;:iv rna n ~ H >sl t'it:..·ir farm s . 

The s e di -; µo ss e sse d thr:- n went t•l th e rit i cs in sc <lr · h of a 

l i v e li hood . 0 I hr: r s <: \\' r~ l l r· oJ 1 h " r a n k s 

Taxes incre:? se d ber. a u ·e 11\r; •1o ve r no r of .T udc :i w:1 s ~ xpe c t e d 

by hi s supe r iors 10 produc e a l' '! rrain :l mounl of tri bute e;:irh 

year. 

keep f o r h i mc;e lf. 

per s o na l f ortun e he fore he i11 1.i ..-,_·m o'":! d from offi ce, s q uee zed 

a s mu c h mo n e ~· a s p o s s i b 1 e o u t '' ( · h e .J u rte a n s • 

T h e s t a t 11 s o f r h e c r a ft s me n w a s o n 1 v o n e s t e p a l 1 o ,. e 1 11 a t 

of the s l:l •: es . Ren S ira h po~tra y erl c r aftsmen as di li uon t 

l aborer s , necessa r y t o c it \' l i fe . y et h oori sh and c rud e . 

So e ve r y ca r p e n t e r ;i ·1 d work 11 a st er t h :'I t l !3 b o red 
n i IJ h t a 11 d d 1 v : a n tJ t he,. r 1t a r c u l an tl en q r :n e se a l s , 
a n d a r e rl i li ~J •! 11 t t o m :'I k e t r e :u ·: ;i r i et y a n d • J i ~.- e 
themse l v e s t o c oun1 L· r l'e i 1 i ma ,1 e r y a nd watch to 
fi nish a work . The smi • h al so, s i tt ill•J liy the 
anvi l, an d 1: o nsi deri n1.1 r11e iron work, the v:ipor 
of the f i re, w:isterl h i s :·les h , and he fiq hleth 
w i t h t h e It •.: a t, o f t It e f u r n a 1; e : 1 h t! n o i s e o r l 11 e 
hamme r an ti the :.i n\· i l i s eve r in his ear s, and h is 
eyes lo o k s t i l l u pon t he p:tttern t h;Jt he make s . 
He settet h h i s mind to t'ini s h hi s work. and wat c h -
e t h t o p o 1 i s h i t p e r f e c 1 l \. . S o d o e s t h e p o t l P. r , 
sittin u <Jt h i s work :'Ind : 11 r ni 11q th e whee l about 
his feet, i s :i lW:t \'S c :ire r'11 ll y s et at h i s work by 
n umbe r. li e t';i shi onP.L!i the c l ;:iv wi t h h i s arm, a111J 
boweth down h i s st r>!n•J t h » t:Lore h is reet . l ie 
a p p 1 i e t h h i 1:1 s e l ( t o l e :i • J i t. n ': e r : a 11 d h e i s rJ i 1 i -
gent to m;:il\e c lean the i 1r11ace . \ l l t.hese r r ust 
t o their h:l nds: 1n•I eve r • •}ne i s w i s e in h i s wor k . 
Withou t th~!se c anno t a ci·v h e in hahited: n nd the y 
s ha 11 n o t d we 1 l w h t' re t hi:,. w i 1 l , n or '' o up a 11 rJ 
down. They sh all nol be s o 111.1h t on coun cil, no r s it 



hi ,Jh in tl1c ·1 ~"icr1h l v : 1'\ ~h al l no1 s i t on t he 
jU tf.Jc ' s >; 1:1t . n 11 r t""tH I L"r fh C >;t.! 111•!11 1" : Ol j11d1t:-
m~11 t: r •" •; 1ri·101 •!• ·· l 1 1 .. _. :11-;1 i i; • · o ntl jud 11:1' •!•11 : 

;ind 1 1 1.: '' :1 11 111)' 1•1? :'"ll'l '-'!1 .. r-.~ µ;"Jr·1idc s .11· •.1 

spoken 1 .• • 1t.: .,. i -;1•. 1:11 ~ • 111:" 1 11 d ·~ r c;; n •:d 111;1 1,· ork 
t h e ~ h:1' •: Krn •• ;ltl, :)11d 1 Jt .-j r 1 h o 11 qh t s ;ir e 011 
t he p r :'l 1· i c c o i 1 II c i r l' r a ,· t I 

N o t on l y \\' ;i ~ • '"~ re ;'] I o 5 s o t' s o r i :i l c; t ;i t 11 s , 11 u 1 he ia r r:ie r, 

n o \\' c r ;i i 1 s ma 11 • 1 1 s o l o .., t mu c h •J 1 h i ::. f o r m e r ma 1 P. r i :i l c o rn -

f or l . ll i s h ome wa :- 11 0 .... • :i tin y h o \·e l th:it al s o s er 1•t? d as his 

s hop. T ii e e n \' i r o 11111 e •1 l • :::i s i 11 1 l l c i t i c s , t \' a s rl ;i r k • •I i r L ~ . 

a n d no i s , . • t i •.- eli hoo tJ ·,.;as •liiii •; u l t to ;i cq uir e . 

I n a d d i l i o •1 , ' h e n e 1,· u r Ii a n o r o 1 e t a r i :i t 1 a c e d a ; o n ( l i ~· t 

l .J 

wi th the a •1rar1an !:lw o( 1h e pri ests . T ora h La w wn c; n ot com -

p a t i b l e :v i 1 It :i n u r h :J n s o c i e t y • I\' h e n h ~ w a s a f n r me r • a rn a n 

l> r o u g h t h i s s ;i c r i fl c e s , n o ,,. a s a c r a f t s m n n , h e h o 11 'J h r l h e m • 

The ad rli ti onal s tep s of sel li n•J his c ra it an d then. with 

the mone y , pu r chnsing an o f fe r in') r o sl h i r.1 more when, in 

e f f e c t , 11 e h a , f 1 e s s • 

Mor eo ve r, th e at.J r ar i an srst em o( r ewa rd in rhe To r ah 

d id no t me et rit e rea l neetJ s of the a r tisan class . The T orah 

and the Temp l e Cu l t p r orn i se rl rain a nd a n al>undance of c hi l d -

ren. ~eithe r of these \'\as the r e wa r c.J hoped for L>y the c i ty 

d we ll e r . 

In the cit y noL o nl y the s ac ri f i cial c ult bu t also man y 

of the Torah re g ula t io ns we re see n as a b urden. The laws 

of Sabba t h fire . S ri l> hat h tr::i v el, ::inJ the r ahoo of "unclean-

l iness" n ow ca u s ed cons itJ c ra hle su ffering fo r the inha bitants 

of the cities . 
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The p r o l·i 1• tinn :1 '1:iin ~ 1 ~:i h hath fire mea n t f or tllf' ::ir ti ~ an 

t h 11 t I\ C 1 ll ti J• I 
f ;) Pl i I " ·,,· 0 II i d It a \ ·~ t 0 s u f f e r L h c i r : a \I l J ::i I II 

i n t he d a r k 1 11 d d ::i rq.J o ( 1 It I! i r Ito,. e l In winter Lhi$ w::i s 

tlwellinq. 
f11 ~ pro II i h i t i on a 'J a i n st. S ;i h h ;i t It t r a,. e l l i mi t e d 1 h cm 

t o t heir ho i:1o~ . 

The craft s n a 11 i' ;1 ,. t: d , fu r the r pro ll le m w i 1 h t he 1 :n~ s o f 

" unc le :1nli 11~'-; 
[n the cit y a nan was more likel y to come 

i n c "n ta c t 1.; i · Ii :i s o 11 r c '! o f c on tam i 11 a t i on • There wa s , 

f r i i:i h t e n i !1 
po ., s i 11 i l i t y t h a r h e r:; i g h t s om eh o 1.; i 11 a d v er t e n t l y 

Th i s wo u l d r.i ea n t h :i t 

he would h:n·e 1 0 dest ro y hi s entire sto c k of q oods and h i ~ 

t ool s • \·! e r e t h i s r o h a p p e n h e w o u 1 d be r u i n c d • 

..\ not her co 11 fl i cl he t we c n t he c r a f t s me :1 a n <l th e pr i est s 

a ro se in the area of theod i c y . The r e li Qio n of the priests 

wa s q u i te capa h l e of h!'ln <lli nq the s u ffe ri11 <J of the farmers. 

I f there was n o r ain. '. he c omm uni ty wa s t old to off e r more 

sacr ifi ces , :ind s oo ne r o r l ate r il wo u ld r a in. \~hen a man 

complai n ed th1H h is wiie 1.,ra s h:i r ren, he w::is told to ofier up 

another s a c ri f ic e. S o me L i me s f~ o d a n s we r e d t h e r e q u e st. , a n ti 

sometimes lie diJ no t . 'l ow, !1owe \·e r, t he needs of the ur b an 

indigen t strai n~J the old the olo q ical sys te m. People neede d 

answers fo r th eir sufferin g . for the ir lo ss of status , ( or 

t h e i r i n a b i l i 1 y t o 1 i f t t 11 1.: m s e l ,. e s o u t o f p o v c r t y • 
l' eople 

needed ;:in ans1~er for the ;;yst em ' s failure to p ro,· id e for them . 
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t h a t n n f! • r i · 1 ill ,11ot.h•·r --i ·· rifi cc ro t ile T"ripl1: . To , 

() II\.' ' 

h e <' o u 1 d 111" ·1 i L u r it i r • 

t i o n =!I c: a c r i i' i .~ e i t •I i rJ n o 1 1 l I • • i a t e h i s p o \' e r t ~ • 

llowe \'er. a n':!W leil de r ~h i p rro up 'l r o s 1• our (l f the u r h:rn 

S 0 C i ,.. l )' :'I II tf •' ti ii 1 l e 11 q e d t he I T 3 d i t i 0 II a 1 i cJ e 0 l 0 '): ;) rf ;:i U t h 0 r i t r 

of the p r ic s !> . Th i c; •J r o 11 p \\':J " •J r i 'Ii n a l 1 y ca l 1 e rj t h c 

P ha r i ~ c ·~ s • L :-r t e r · h e \' w o u l .-J ...: 1 t l t h e r.i s e l \-e s r 3 h h i ~ . Th'? ir 

o r i IJ i n r ~ ·- :i 1 ·1 5 ;i r: a 1 t e r o i' ii e Ii a r e a m o n g s c h o l a r s . Yet , one 

c a n s:i: \\ir h .. ,,ne :1ssu r an ce • h1t f r or.i the Lir.1e of Sa l ome 

l l exa n rJe r , ;,h err the mon a r ch o f .Turlea joined with the ir parr :· . 

t h e r-n l 1 II i s '.\ f: r e h ·~ 11 c e t' o r l It i 11 1 u t h o r i t y • T h e i r 1 :'I \.; s R 11 ti l h e i r 

i de o 1 on y 1·:c r •: d 1· s i o; n e <I for a n 11 r It :in soc i et y . T II e ir \' 1:: r : c 1 il s c; • 

a sch o 1 :i r ,. l a s <: • 1.; :i s o 11 e w lt i ch t: o 11 1 tJ not ex i s t o u L s i d c :in 

11 r ha n e 11 \. i r o n n,, n t • One rea s o n fo r the ir r i se t o powe r ~as 

thei r i:i h ili t\ 1 0 re s ol v e the nnomie of the urlian mas s e s wi th 

a ne\oJ ide olori :• . 

fhe Phari sees pr0Mt1l 1p1t ed ·1 Ill!\'/ a pp roi:i ch t o the rorah-

Constit ution , \ c t: o r d i n tJ t o r h t? n . t h e T o r a h h a i.l a t 1\' o r o 1 rl 

natu r e . 

of ~l o ses th:i t had come down to the peop l e i n the form of the 

fi ve hook s . The othe r wa 'i th e or nl tradition. Th i s t.h c 

r a b b i s s <J i d 11 :i d c o rn e down t o c h 1: m ( r om !I e i r f a t h c r s t h r o u c_1 h 

a c h a i n o f <. r :i 11 ~ m l s s i o n h ~ q i n 11 1 :-i rJ 1d I h '.I o s e s • ;) This or::il 
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t r adi t io n :illO\\'t>d rhe To r ;-ih - 1'1> 1 •itution to he altere d \' ia 

i n t.e rpr1~1;-iti 0 11 

13 y i n t c r µ r e t i n 'l t I; e S · r i p t u r I! t h e r a h h i s :i d a p l e ii t h c La w 

t o t he tH ! w !) o ~ i a l c o n l c x l o f " r It a n 1i i e . This made l i fe 

mo r e he a r :'! 1ol ~ f o r I h e u r r, ;i 11 µ r o 1 c 1 a r i :i t • ro r ex;i n pl e , u~· 

i n t erµ r ct i •l •J ' I " wo r ti " Id 11 d l e . ·• r he ra h h i s t ::i 11 •1 ht t h a t a pe r -

s on co u 1 rl no 1 h c q i n a new f i n: o 11 1 he ~a 111> a t h • fl u l one c o 11 1 d 

• l . I • • • • • () p er m i t \l 11 a r t.: :i u ,. e x 1 s t 1 n •J I 1 r e t o r o 11 1 t n 11 e . This ::illo\..-ed 

th e u r h :i n fa mil:: t o h a\·e ht.: :ii ! 11ri 1t •J tl1 e l onn co ld n i qh1s 

of winter. '.i o r e o \· e r. t ile ra li h i s c o mmand ed the li 1Jhl in g of at 

l east l \\'O la mp s in I h e ho r.i~ i n •1o n o r or the S a bha t. 11 t l:l ~ . I 

This b ro u vht l i •Jlit in t o th e di sr?al • h..-el li n~s of t he poor . In 

S a bb n th µra c:. i ccs alon e '.) r ea t ~ ride s were made t o bette r 

t h e l i ,. e s 0 r t h e p 0 0 r . 

P r ev i o u s l y u n de r t h e T o r ::J h La w o n e c o u l d 11 o t 1 ~in· e h i s 

dwellin 'J o n t. lle S a bh ::J th . T he inr:li g en t , the r efore , we r e 

re st r i cted o r:h ei r h o ve l s . Th e rabbis, howeve r, c r e::ited a 

L e g a l f i c t. i o n '"he r e h ;. o ne ' s '' p l a c e" c o u 1 d lJ e ext end e cl t o 

includ e t h e common courty::J r •J . o r e •: e n an e n t i re citr . l: nder 

th i s l eua l fi c ti on c ::i lle tl " erur" O pe ople we r e a h le t o lea v e 

their ho me s on S ab b a th . T he rest ri c tions were n o lon ~e r 

a silJn i f i c an t hardshi p . 

Th e ra b bi s al s o l i b erated tlt e c rafts man from the most 

b oth e r so me l ;i ws of "unclc::tn li ne s s." ny defin ing exa ctl y 

wha t cou l d c on t ::J mi n ate , what c ou ld be c on t a mi nated, and 
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h OW c 0 ll I ~ i1 i :l . i •) , . .) •tl ii h ,. I r ,., --r•il l 1 L' d f II I: r a IJ h i s l i mi I e d t 11 e 

:; c o p e o i t '• •' I a • . ..- .' ' · JJ • f 1_• r r h e r 1 r 1 c o f h ·~ t \'; o f o 1 rl l n w , • ~ e 

ra hllis •n ·1 

v esse l s , :iuct 1hc n n11 l y if he tou che d t hc r rl ir cctly in t he ir 

h 0 11 0\\ . • r!i i s ri:1de it alno st i ·opo " si iJ l c t' or .1 m:t •1 to cont;; -

min :it c !Ii s 1' ·1 Li r c :> 1 o ck of r.i :i t 0. 1· i -i l 1 n JI o r h i s l o o l s . f hus , 

t he c omm o n 11 a n 11 o l o n •J e r h :1 d r o \:or r y :i h o 11 t s om c d :i y h :n · i 11 ~I t o 

des t ro y :i ll h i s •1ootJ s . Th e r:'l ', his c :i rrieJ th i s liberaliz:1tlon 

f·> e n i f a n a n c o n t a m i 11 :i t c d :'I f i n i s h c <l \" e s s c ! h e 

ne ed not Jt.! s t ro y it . I f t h e ': e c: " c 1 \•: e r e , Ii s :i s s e r.i h 1 e d :1 11 cl t h e n 

pu t to ~ct h! r i t 1..-o uld be consi ·ler •! J " clea n . " This sitJp l e 

cilall'.Jt.! i 11 t i1..: ta u o o sys tem pr ·J·i! ~ ell r11 \.! :rtis;-i11 s from po s ­

s i b l e ru in . 

Another new institution o( the ra hu i s \\'as the \litz,·ot 

System . It ex:llted the c omm on man , an d uy t eachin g t h:it e•:e r ~· 

man was h i s o\\·n pr iest i t p r ep:ired s o c i ety ior the da y 1d1e n 

the prie stho o d \\ Ou ld no l on ger e xi st . Every rteeJ comman de d 

i n the Torah , every "\litzvah" became :i sacra me nt . fo r each 

deed presc ri bed by t h e twofold l:l i:, a m:1n recei Yed a c r erlit 

i n his he n vc nl y account . ror e ach s in he rec e i ved a Jebit . 

,\ f ter dea th, 1; 0J 1·: ou ld de ;tl with e ach per s on accor d in'] l y . Thu s 

o n e founJ fav or in Go d ' s sight not by Temp l e r ites a l o ne , 

b u t a 1 s o by t h e ob s er v a n c e o i ::i 11 t h e ~1 i l z v o t • The s 1 o g a n 

" 6 13 'litzvot of the Torah" me:int that there were 0 1 3 means 

t o s a l vat io n . S i nce the s acrifices became merely one set of 

o bservances ;) mOnlJ s o many , the i mpo r ta n ce of the Temple ( ult 
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T 1? e s u :: f 0 r t ., 1 o i t 11 e r 1 a ~ s ·~ :i 111 d r h c i r a 11 om i c "'c r c re s o l\· e d 

l.i y an o t I. 1.: r i 11 s 1 i L u t i o 11 c ·ll led · it ..: "n l :i m 11 a h a I! ." o r th c \\'or 111 

t o Co:-:e. Th e i t! c "l o i a life nftcr de::ith h:Jd , rrn r h:ip s , ex i sted 

for sorie t i n e . [ he r a 11 bis , hot·e \· c r, l\'Crc th t:> 01.cs to 1level op 

it. They ~ ave i t a ~ r nnJer ~ cope antl a ur catc r si u nif icance 

than i t h ad bef o re . l1 e y onJ • 1. is life ;\·ns p o siteJ another in 

which God \';ou l u h:il:rnce the acl!ounts of ever ymnn. The r ii:Jht -

cous poor ~·:!: o s u ffe r e d in thi s Ko rlu No uld be rew::ir J c d in 

the uexl . Th o s e l-:it o 1..-erc si nne r s , e\·en the wea lth y , wou l d 

b e h ·- r:: h l c • ! ::i n tJ p u n i she r1 for t 11 •.: i r Jc e ti s • The p r ob 1 cm o i the o -

dicy t·:ns s ol\'e il , :111d at the s a n <: time di ~Jn i t.y was aff o rJcd 

to th e co r.?i.1 on r·i :-in . People we re t o be ev aluated , not o n the 

b a s i s of t h c i r \\' ea 1 t h , but on t: he b a s i s o i t he i r pi et y a n d 

good d eed s . 

Ther e r cnaincd ano t he r pr o h l er.i , the sa l va tion of the 

enti r e co r:ir.i un i t y . The people of Israel had su ffere d much at 

the hand s of the Ror.ia n s . \~as 11tere not to be some final 

r eckonin 1J fo r the communi ty? The answe r t o this question was 

fo u nd i n t he doctrine of the 'le ssi:th , :in o the r older concept 

which the rabbis expanlJe<l . The early ra bbis tl uring t heir 

r ise to authority d i sser.tinate il a revolutionary Joctrine of the 

Messia h , one \'t'hich express ed the hopes :lnJ aspirations of 

a p o o r d i s e n .f r :rn ch i s e d p ro l e t :i r i n t • The ~1 e s s i an i c A ~ e \01 s 

o ne i n \\'hich c l ass pos i tion s 1-:011lJ be turne d upside Jown . 



The evil pc o p lL' of t he \\·orld , i L· 1n i nq t he Ror.i :lll s anc1 the 

rich , 1rnulJ !;c \ 1 11r1ui s lt ~ il . l" hc d qh t ·~ o 11s poor woulu t hen be 

e 1 e v a t e J o 11e1..- It c i •.1 ht s • Su f r c ri n 11 o: o 111 ii cc a s e , h c :i 1 i n 'J 

afforJcd t o ;ill men, pen c e :'Intl n ro spcrity would r P i 1J n . 

'\ o t 1 i kt.! t h i s 1·: or 1 u ·. i l l 11 c t h c \\' or l •I to f. Q n e • 
In thi s 1•:orl d o ne 111s I.·~ :. 1· n 11 h l 0 to h ~r •: e st Lh c 
•J r :ires :111 d 1> rc~ s t ht: n : .111 in th e Worl d 1.0 C" oi1c a 
perso n 1d 1 l !1 r i 11 ~J :l .; i n · 1 l L' •f l -.. ') c i n :i t•: :'I " on or :? 

s hip, sto r e i t in t h e c or:i1!r <>f h i s hou s e, :ind 
d ra w fr or1 i t e no u11 1J •dn·~ 1 0 fi ll :'I l:H iJ C fl :i r1011, 
a n d i t s s I :i 1 k ',\' i 11 1 c u " c d :'I s f u c l 11 11 1 I c r t h c p o t • 
There 1dll not b e a J r :i pe ~.:h i ch will not. y ield 
thi r ty ilcas11res oi !'.' i nc. _o 

In t h c T i n c t o r o .\ c : '1 1~ lt n ii o f I s r :i c 1 1d 11 
!J r01<1 1 01 •·1.:s oC t l: c iincst i lo u r :ind •Jar ri -:nts of the 
finest 1. 0 01: :'lllJ t he s oil 1-J ill produce 1d1e:it t h e 
ears of · . h ic ll 1: ill IJ L' Lh c s iL:e of t t\"O ki d neys oi 
a lar ac ox . 11 

An d i t sh :ill cor1e t o p:i s s when :-ill i s rtccom­
plishe.J Lh ;it \\":'I S to come t o 11 :i s s in t ho s e part s , 
that th e '.iessiah s hall ll c•1i n to he r evea le d . \nd 
Behemoth shall Ile reveale tl from his p l:ice :"In d 
Leviathan shrtll :"1 Scc1n l i r rm t he s c3, those t \\"O 
g r e a t Cl o n ~ t E: ~· !; \~It i c h 1 c r e :J t ~ d on t h t.? f if t Ii da y 
of creation, 1 111! s ha ll b l'.! io r foo d for all th3t 
a r e l ef t . T he ea rt h al s o sh :Jl l y i cl•I it s fruit 
t ent hou :> :"l ndf o l •I, :"l n ll on each vine t here shall h e 
a thou sand cl ust er s , :t nu t! nc h cluster prod uce a 
thousan d •J rapc s . :inJ each •1rape 3 co r of win e • 
.\ nd tho s e wh o h ave h un•Jer e tf shall re_i of~e : moreover 
the y shall be hol u r.1 3rvcl s every c.Jay . -

Those who h :id hecn formerly exp loi ted wou ld finally he 

libera ted fro 1:1 their oppre s sion , as is seen in thi s section 

from Lev . R. ::?3: 8. 

W h i 1 e i 11 t h i s '" o r 1 d n n e m :i n b u i 1 cl s a n d :i n o t h e r 
use s it out , o ne man p l ants ant.I another eat s the 
f r u i t , 1d t It r e rpi r u t o t h c i I c r e a f t er \':h a l i s '" r i t t c n? 
' T h e y s Ind l n o t h u i 1 d a n d a n o t h e r i n h a h i t , t h c y s h :i 11 
not plant and another cat •••• they sha ll not la bour 
in vain , nor bri ng forth for calamity'. 13 
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In t he d:i ys of th e >lcss i:ih all t.h11 poor would be a r:intcd 

Tot a l h ca l i n '1 • ::i s 1·: c see i n t h c f o 11 o 1·1 i n 'J s e l cc t i on • 

f he b 1 i n •I 1\' i 11 be cur c ' I · :i s i t i s s :ti cl , ' Th c n 
the eye s of the l.l lin rl ::;hall be opene d ' (I s , xx v • . :J) . 
T he l:t n e \':ill be cu re d; :is i t i s sa i d , ' The n s hnl l 
t he 1 :ir· e r,1 :111 l e 1 r n s :1 It :i r t ' Ci I 1 i d • u ) • l.1 

The n e \\' :i 13 e 1\ a s t o be t h c r ca l i ~ ::i t i on of t he tJ o o d 1 i f c 

a n J the u l L i 1.: :i t e re :-i l i z ;it i on of cod ' s p 1 an for t h c '"or 1 ' • 

S i n c e a ": e s s i a n i c .'.\ 'J e 11 en n t th :it a 11. p e or 1 c w o u l t.l ha v c o iJ t :i i n e 11 

s al\·a t io n , :1ny c1c a11s to sa l v a Lion s uch as Te mp le sac ri fice or 

t he .,, i t z v o t ·:; o u l 1J b e s up c r f 1 u o tt s • I tt t he r est or c d I em p l e , 

fo r exa r:1 p l e , ~ ! i e r c wou l d !Jc 110 s in offer i niJ s , on l y off c:r in tjS 

o f prais e . 

I n t h e ' () 1 ;t :-: 11 ::i Ii a h ' a 1 l s :-i c r i f i c e s 1·; i 1 1 c e ::i s e 
ex c e p t t h e t h ::i 11 k s •J i v i n 'J o i f er i n 'J w h i c l1 1\i 11 n e v er 
come to :111 en d . 13 

\I o r e o \' e r , i n \ i d d :'l h i', l!J we r e a d t h a t t h e " c om ma n d me n t s a r e 

an null ed in t he T ime t o Come. " 

I n t i r.i e t h e pr i e s t h o o d 11 ::i n t.: d , :i n d t h e r a b b i s s u c c e e de d 

the pri ests as th e a u thoritie s in the land . 
\\hen th i s hap-

pened t he r abb i s ce:ised bein'] re b e l s antl hc came the estah-

lis hmen t . The n the rabu is we r e f 3ced wi th the same proble ms 

whic h haJ fo r mer l y fa ced the prie sts , na mel y a J1 un g ry an d 

c onfu seJ urban ?T oletari at . 

There were th r ee s ources of ec onomic nn tl spi ri tual con-

fusion: econo mi c d e p r essi o n , Roma n ava rice, :ind the des t ruc-

tion of old reli•Jious and nat io na l symbo l s . ll u rin .: the fi r s t 
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c ent ur y ;in•I t h ro u1;1hout the se c ond , th e i;conor1y c oll apscri . 

" Une mp l oy:·1ent s1,· c ll cd t he ra 11 :~ s o f lh c iest itutc ; and in h i c. :.. 

when th1! Ti;npli; was :i t la s t conpleteJ :-iorc ·11a11 e i ght een 

t hou s3n1l labore r s 1,·~1·e left i d l e • ., l o Poverty l\:lS ;; o wiJe-

s pr ead t!t:it a n e l:l bor:i t e systen of c ha ri ty h :i d to be de\·elopefl 

t o pro \· i Je fo r t he ' ' local in <.l i •j en t , fo r -. .i;-1y f:ners , !or the 

h a rd p r e s s e d eve 11 :J mo 11 g n e i 4J h ho r i n '.J non - .J cw s • " 17 

T h i s s i t u a t i o 11 1-.· :l s c x a c e r b :i t. e J h y r h e R o n :l n s • T It e y 

exh i bited :i s u rpri s i n~ Je •J rec of nisaana•Jenent . T i me :Jnlf 

a g a i n no ll e 01 p p o i n t c cl r a p :l c i o u s u o ,. e r n o r ;; , 1..- h o s c o 11 1 y :J i ;:i 

was to lin e t heir own p oc ke ts th rou gh !: ar she r t:lx~tion • .\s 

menti oneJ ea rli e r, t h is 1lrove n any of the sr:ialler fa r ne r s off 

the l and nn J inc r easct.l t he a n o i.: nt of i nu i ge nt s in the c itie s . 

S u c h s e \. e r e t a x a t i o n a 1 s o sen· e d t o J i • i J c t It e l e a t.I e r s h i p 

g rou ps of J udea , as they now fouah t each other in a st ruvu le 

for surv i va l. T he Ror:ia n occupation not. o n l y caused a s eve re 

economic ha r ds hi p for the c ountry , hu t i t also inflicted 

deep p sy c holo u ic a l wounds o n the hea r t of the nation . 

The very succes s of Rone in s ubjuC)atinl) the nation 

destroye d the t raditiona l p oint s of religious an~ nationa l 

o r ien t ation . Rome ' s pub l ic di s play of he r superi or might 

gav e lie to the c on cept o f I s r ael a s God ' s cho s en pe o p le . 

Ro me's vict ory in dest ro yi ng the pe op l e challen•Jed the ve r y 

deit y of the l :ind . Th e di s orienta ti on wh i ch r es ult ed , com -

b ined \\i th the oilier s o c i a l pro blen s, l e ft th e masses in a 

--- ~-~---
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s ta t e o f s ~ ·. c r ~ :i n '" 1 i t.? . 

The 11c1,· J •~ncra t ion of ra hhis , now the estab li shment , 

\'I a s f :i c e ii 1-:i t h t h e p r o h l em o f re s o l v i n 'J t h c p l i <J It t of t 11 e 

masses. [f h11 n9cr ·10d :rnomie 1·:ere not resolved, they could 

leaJ to •Jrcat c r s oci:il instability . llowc\'Cr , there was little 

that the r:ihbis could ifo. TherL were no solutio ns to the 

ver y renl economic proulcr:ts . :--y stems of charit y were small 

measures in li•J ht of the m:ianitu de of the ec:>nomic ch:ios . 

~o reo~er, s ince the Romans we r e exto rtin g large amounts of 

tribute, there t·:n s little surpl 11s 11one y to spend on public 

work projects. The level of employmen t could not be rai sed . 

T h e r e f o r e , t it e r.1 n s s e s c o n t i 11 u c d t o h u n g e r • a n d s o c i a 1 i n s t a -

bility increased. \o r cou l d the rabbis offer any greater hope 

to the r:t::isses than they alre:-tuy had in the concept of an 

" 0 1 a m II a Ca h • " .\ l t h o u 'J h a a r o u p r. h a 11 e n ~I i n a t h e e s t a b 1i s h -

ment can ::ifford to raise false hopes , establishme nt 

groups never rai se the expectntio11s of the poor unnecessaril y , 

as it leads to areatcr s ocial un rest . 

Ther e were some anti-est:ihlishment rJ roup s in Judea at. 

that ti r.ie who we re holdinu out to the destitute a hope , 

per haps the only hope av:iilable. They were saying that the 

day s of t he ·.1 e s s i a h were n o t far off. I n fa ct , t hey s u g g e s t e d 

those d:iys \</e re imminent . They based thi s prediction upon 

t he doc tr i n e s of t he \Ii t z v o t a n d of the ~1 es s i ah . 

The poor of Jue.lea were experiencinv the breakdown of the 
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~li t z v o t S ~ ~ • c ·- • \ o n o t t c r h o ;·: n i o 11 s :i n i n c.I i\· i d 11 :i l 1·: :i s , n o 

matter ho;·: .. 1 1,· mit zc1h po i n t.: 1 1..! acrr ue d, h i s r cJl pro " l cms 

o f h u n •Jc r 1 :11 i con f u s i on co 11 i i 1: 1 e J • T It c ~.Ji t z \ o t :5 y s t cm II :i d 

failed. ~one .S U!J IJ estetl th::it I" s \\' :ts !1eca11se th~ '·! e ~ s i:i h 1\'as 

a b o u t t o he r c \' e :i l e d • - i n c e i n h c '11 e s s i :10 i c d a y s t h c r e \\' c r e 

n o ~Ii t z v o t , ·.; ll a pc op 1 e ,•: c re e :< p v· i e n c in ') w :i s t he p ha s i 11 IJ o tit 

o f t h c c n t i r e · 1 i t z v o t S y s t e r i • fo us toda y such a conclu s ion 

must seen far fc tchecJ , but ~Ji\'en the iJeol01Jical fra mc1\·ork 

of t he t i n! s s 11 ch a con c 1 u s i on 1 .. • a s t o be exp cc t ed. 

The tenu ous ness of such ::i L· e lief .Jid not matter to many of 

t.he suffcrin •J proletariat . ~ ll tha t mattered to I.hem w::i s 

that soneo:ic ::1s offcri ll'.J then ::i hope . ~othin•J else on the 

ho r i z on p r ociseJ to alle\'iate th~i r misery . ~any accepted 

the Lcl_ef in the imminent comi ng o f t he \lessiah, because 

it relie\·e d s:me of the p:iin of livi n'J . Su fferin u with hope 

is ah~a y s less painful th::in s uffer i n') in despair . 

A m o n '.J t h o s e w h o b e 1 : e \' e d i n t. h e a p o c a 1 y p t i c v i s i o n. s om e 

f e 1 t t h a t m a n k i n d c o u 1 d b e s t h u r r y t he ~t e s s i a h b y p u r i f y i n <J 

t he m s e 1 \. e s • :- 11es e people t\ent off into the desert and founded 

c ommuni t ies of the pious . Others be l ieved that the ~es sianic 

Ad vent could he hur r ied hy :'In ;ittempt to pur ge society of i t s 

ev il, which to them meant c.lest royinlJ the Roman ty r ants and all 

who aided the:'.1 . Groups who he l d t o th i s mi l itant philosophy 

we r e callcJ zea l ots. They gathe r eJ to•1ethe r i n ba nds in the 

hill s . F r om the r e t hey f or ayed a(J:linst t he Roma n s . These 

J 



insur•J Cll l b:ir11 : s l\'Cre heroes lO n:in~-. They :ittr:icted m:i nv 

iollo\\·crs , not only throur.1h their philo ~ oplt y , but olso 

becaus~ of t he ir activities. rhc zc:ilots pro \' itled the 

disenfrnnc hi~ctl ~dth nn oppor1unity for loo t and plu nder . 

At the s :i 1:ic t i me th e \· iolcnt :ic t idtics of the !;e ') roup : pro­

vided an out l et ior frus t ration and nn\)e r. 
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I\ her c n s t. he poor ha rt exp e r i c 11 c '- J th c f :i i l u re of t It e ·.1 i t z­

v o t System, nntl h:iJ e\·er yt hin ~1 t, o !Jain nnJ no t hing t o lo se , 

they supporterl the zea lot mover.1e 11t. The reve r se was true 

for th e est:iblishr.ient . The rab b i s anrt th e ari stoc rac y ha ·: 

a signific:in t st ake in the st~t11s 'l.llO . With little t o {lain 

anti ever ythin') to lose , the esta blish r.ie nt 9roups were anta '.J -

onistic to1·:ard the zealot re vo l utionari e s . Yet , when all 

else failed , it would be n e~essa ry for sone of the rabbi s to 

join with the zea lots . 
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F'OOT~OTES 

Lev. 2 :i; :'\um . 19 :3-') 

He r ber t O:ln Ly . t ran s •• T he \li s hnnh (Lon d o n : 
Oxford Cni versity l'r c ss, l C)il) , . .\pp cnllix I\' 

So lomon Zc i tl:i n , Th e Ri se :mil F~ l l of t ile .Judc:t " 
State ( l'h il:t ilc lp iti:i. Jew i sh l'uhl ic:iti on :-'\l~i.·1: 
of .\mer i c :i , l q u Cl ) , \' o L. I I , p • 2 ,) 3 

Ecclesiasticus 38:27 - 30 , quoted in Zcitlan, 
op . cit., p . 27 0 

.\vot 1:1 

Shabbat 3 "? 

S habbat ::!:7 

T r actate Er uvim 

Kali m '..! : 1 ; -I : 1 ; 5 : 5 ; 1:; : 1 ; 16 ; -t 

Ketubot lll b , quoteJ in a. Cohen , Evervma n ' s 
Talmu d Ci': e\\' Yor k: E. I' . Dutt on t~ Co., 1 9 trn , 
p. 352 

Ibin . 

2 Ba r u c h J 3 : '.! 

quoted in Cohen , op . cit ., p. 353 

B.R • .JS :l, qu oted in Cohe n, op. ci t., 
pp. 353- 3::> -t 

Pesikta 7?a , quoted in Cohen, op . c it., 
p. 355 

Judah Goldin, " ThC' Period of the Ta l mu d ," 
The J ew s : fh cir lli n o n . Lou i s Finke l s tein (ed . ) 
{New Yo r k: S choc k en Boo k s , 1 <) 7 .. J), p. 1 -16 

Ibid •• p. 1 56 



I II 7.. E . .\LOTS \:'\ ll \'.' \ R 

T h e n :'l t u re o f t h e z e a l o t mo v em e 11 t p r o \' i ti c s u s \d t h 

a key for unuers tnndi n'l Judea' s s uicic.Jnl attempts at revolt . 

,\ n y s 11 r e w d o h s c r v e r o i t h 1! c 11 r r e n t. : i t 11 :i t i o n 
m u s t h a '! e re :i l i z e ol , • • _ t i? c 11 r t e r i 11 p o s !" i IJ i l i t y 
o f a p u n y 11 :'l t ! o n , :i ., 1\· :-i s [ s r 1 e l , t! h :i l l e 11 1_1 i 11 q 
s u c c e s s f 11 l l y t 11 e r.1 i •J h t o ( l h ~ R o ri ;i n e ir1 p i r e • • • • B u t 
it was not i11 t he ir 01 .. 1 st rcniJLh 1fi;1t tl1e ZC•1lo ls 
tr u st e d ; t It c ir tr u " t 1:1 .. i 11 t he 1-:; o rt 1\'11 o 11 :t <I so 
miraculou s l~· d elin:~r ed t •" r :t11 c e sto r s f r o1;i s la \·e r y 
i n Eu y pt . •. a 11 ti i t i s l H. i:: i y r. h rt t •.• th c ~· ri i 11 h t h .1 \ ' c 
en v i s i on e J t II e i n t er\' e 11 r. l o 11 •> f t ;..· c l\· c l e u i o n s o f 
a nge I s. 

•) 

Jose ph 11 s ca 11 e J th e s C' z e 1 l ·J t ~ " 11 r i q n n d s • " - 11 e 

clai med thnt is \ \;lS th ey •.:h o 11."; r e r es pons il>lc for the 5t rife 

in Ju t.iea . 

For Juda s :rnrl S:tt.1 1:ok , by introd 11c i n \1 :in d 
e stab 1 i sh i n <J :rn on •J u s :i fo ur th p l1 i lo sop hi c :i l sect 
and winnin ') man) ad lle re ~ 1.s , i mmed iatel y f illed 
t h e 1 a n <l w i t h t r o u b 1 e s a 11 1 I p 1 a n t e tl l ll c r o o t s o f 
the e v il s tha t flo uri shed t here l atte r ••• i t hns 
been the su pp ort a i vcn t o i t ~ y the youth that has 
c a u s e ti t he r u i n o f t h e 1 :10 d • 

Among the vari ous IJ roups of zealot s wa s a bod y of 

guerillas and assnsins called th e S icarii . Jo se phus' 

description uf them pro v i d e s us with a picture of the 

t ro ub l e they ca used . 

Toward the end of his Jewish Wa r, in de_icrib­
ing E l ea7a r the lende r of th ·e S icarii, ••• he 0.e. 
Josephu~ ~rites • •• ' For in t ho s e days the S icarii 
c 1 u b bed t o '.I e t fl e r :i 'J n i n st t h o !: e \.; h o con s e n t e cl t o 
submit to Ro me an d in every way t reated them as 
enemies, plunde rin '] tlicir pro pert y , rou ndin ~~ up 
the ir cattl e , and setting fire to their habitations; 

.,-
-' 



p r o t c ~ t 111 11 h :i r s 11 c h pc~ ~ •) 11 s 1·: e r e 11 o ,, t h ·~ r t 11 :-i 11 

a l ic:?ns , \.ho s o i1111o ii lr .. ,.; rifi i.;ed 1hc h :-iro 1·:•>11 
1 i he r t ~· o i t !1 c .T e~: s :i n r1 i . r: i t t I.! d • hr. i r fl r •' i r 1· .. 11 •· c 
fo r t he Ro 11n11 ~ o h. c • \· c r , ;i i t. c r a L1 , t It i s 1·: :i " Ii u t 
a pretext , put .fon•:nrd 11y t hem :i s :i clonk for thc 1r 
c ru ~ l t y n'J'I :w:i ri cc, :is 1·; :is made pl:li11 li y tl1cir 
actions. 

In t he year 70 of the ro rn1:i on Era Ze::ilot f:'l111ticism 

explo1ied into l\':tr. Unfort11t1atcly for Jutfc:t, the '.lcssi:ih 

an d his ltand of ;:inucls f::iil cu to appear . Juclea 1\'os conquered; 

t h e Temple destroyed . The zealots 1\'ho survivetJ fled into 

the safety of the d ia spora . \'et , t hey <lid not dis:lp pe ;:ir . 

They continue d to influence th e history of Jnc..le:i . 

Af te r J ude a ' s riefeat the Zea lot mcssa'.)e <J aincd gre:tter 

acceptance amona cert:i i n elements of Jutlean s ociety. What 

g rea ter s i 11n of the ''Last D;:iys" could there be than the 

destruction of God ' s lloly Temple? ~loreover , followin ~ 

the d i saste r of 7 0, Judea ' s socia l prolile ms we r e greater 

than befor e . The problems of hunge r rind anomi e \\'ere o nl y 

aggravated by the war . 

Toward t he e nd of Traj::in ' s rei g n (98-1 17), whi l e 

Rome was engaged in Easte r n ag0 r ess i ons , the Pa r thians and 

the Ar menians rose up against Rome and r.reecc . The J ews of 

Egypt , Cyrene , and Cypr us joined th ese enemies of the Empire. 

"The spirit of zea loti sm was not quite dea d; driven fro m 

Palestine it fanned the f l ame of insurrection in the Disper s i on .·· 6 

Althoug h a ll ied with the Pa rt hians anJ the Armenia n s , 
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these re be l Jewish communities were no match for Rome. 

The J ews fou •J ht 1dth the s upreme t r :iini119 
o f a 1 1 t he i r p o 1-; er " :i 11 d I> y t he s n n e r 11 t h l c s s rn c t It o us 
their opponent s i1a d 1J1'1p lo yeJ a •.1:ii11st t !ieia . 
Thousa nds upon t.hous:lnds of their enemies \\'ere 
p ut t o death. for a t i me the Jc1-;s in .\lexnndri ::i 
had t he upper ha 11 d , b 11 t t11 e Gr c e k s s oon s u cc cc d e II 
i n t u r n i n g t h c r.1 o 11 t. w i t h m u c h IJ l o o u s h 1: ii • ;:' It e 
i n sur rection \\'as que lled by Tr:ljan ' s uc11crnl TurLo ; 
Cyp r us \\' :'I S s o comp l ete l y c l ea r ed that not :'J .Jew 
was af ter\\·arJs perf"litted t o set foot on the Is l and . 
But in tl1 e re3r of t he emperor the Jew s of ·.1esopotami a 
had r i se n. Ag ain st t hem Tr aJ .Jll rlisp :it chcd l.u s ius 
Quietus, who with b::irb:iric cruelty rcstorcJ oru er. 
!low far Pa l estine itse lf participated in this 
Second Wa r (for a war it was) a~ ainst Ro ne is 
un cer tain • • •• The appa ll in g depression o r the 
spi r it a ~ on ~ P:ilestinian Jewry may be aau~erl from 
the en actment t hat brides shoulJ show ' he ir mou rnin g 
by forb en ring to ::iJorn themsel ves with wrc:Jth s . 
It was also ordain e d that the .s tutl\' of the Greek 
l a ngua l.)e should be forbidden . 

I . 

~fte r the War of Quietus , Rome co n ti nucu to pre ss 

so r e l y the society . I nterna l st r ife continued in J11tlea. 

Quie t us was sent to Pa l estine as g overn~r and 11n~ er his brief 

r e i g n , '' t he S y n he d r i o n of Jam n i a appear s t o ha v c h c e n 

dest ro ye d." 8 The exces ses of Quietus were such that , hcarino 

the p leas of the Jew s , the new emperor Hadrian recalled him . 

Taking this as an omen , the J ews hoped that the new 

empe r or would be more tolerant and understanding than his 

p r edecessors . S ince Ha drian had been givi ng concessions to 

mo s t o f J udea ' s neighbors, t he Jews expected that he would 

a ll ow them to r ebuild t he ir Temple . 9 llad r ian, however , 

r e f used . I n fact , he i nstituted such laws that Juclaean 



:w 

societ\' \\':ts thro1rn int o tur r.i oil. lladri,n r e,· n ·cd nn o ld 

l aw \\'hi ch for l• n d e tltc n ulilat i on oi t hl' 111)11\· . 10 Th i-:: 1\ ' I" 

percei ve•! by some Jews n s n direct :i t tnd. upon the p r;"tctice 

of cir cu r1 c i sio11 . 11urin g this tir.le , 1\'11ntc\·cr hope thL' .Te1,·s hat.I 

o f r e lrn i 1 d i n •J t he i r Tc r:i p 1 e w a s s h n t t c r c d h y t h c tl\) ••: s r: h n t 

th e new cape r o r 1o;as pla1111 in •J t o convert J·~ru ~:ll1·:·1 into 

a paoa n c i ty . 11 

While to lla<lri :rn the me as u r es rii11h1 ' •!.! 111> 

more than an e fficie n t co n trol O\'C r .J·~1·:s , tn tlle 
J e w s t h c y r e s em h l e d :i 11 a t t. em p t :i r t ' 1 e s 11 o p r 1: !' s i o n 
of Judai sm . S o b lnc k \\' :J S the noo ol t.1•11 . 1:1·r1• r l? P. 

e 1 e me n t n r y f 11 11 ct i o 11 s fl i 1 i f e s 11 , j e ,. • • n !' ,, 1 .. u 11 , 11 ii 
absolut e control, 11 0 JjC\\' 1cn er;"t · iJ11 1-.01• l.f 1: .i i: •: 
been brou ah t fort h . 1-

.\ct s of re b c 11 i on occu r r e <I t hr o 11 q ho u t th e 1 ~ n d • 

W he n t he l o ca 1 au t h or i t i es , i. e . t he r a b b i s , p r o,. c d 

unable to ha ndle t he s it uat ion, Ro me decl :ircol ri:i r sh :ill 

1 a '" • .\ l l t he ma j o r s y m h o l s o f J u tie a n c u l t u r c we r e o u t. 1 a 1,· e ti • 

Anything wh ich coul d have served as a r a ll y ing poin t t. o t he 

Jews was dec lared ille ~ ~l. This effecti\·el y showe J th e masse s 

who was in control , a n d it mad e i t e xt reme l y dange r ous for 

anyone to pub li c l y support t he oltl forms of g o vernment a n d 

ideolog y . 

As soon as the i n surrection h~J bec ome 
noticeable , an ed i c t was i ss ue tl fo r bidl! in•J no t 
only circu mci s ion hut also the ohse r va11ce of the 
sabba th , th e tea chinq of the Tor ah , ;"11td the 
maintena nce o~ the reli g ious or ua ni zati on th rough 
ordinat ion . l..J 

\!any of t he g ro up s \\"hich ha d ueen on the side of peace 

wer o thrown into the wa r party . When Rome s u spended the twofold 

-
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law, the p o s i t io n of "r:-i hld " · ... :i~ 011tl:i1,;eJ . \~lien thi !S 

posit i on • .-:is ourl:n:~d , r:l !J li is, 1•: hosc inconc :111d st :-itu s c a me 

only fron their pos itio n , los t C\ie r ythin<J they had . \\' it" 

e·Jeryt.hin <J to ga i n :rnu nothin lJ Lo lose, th ese men joined 

the zealo ts . I t N :l s R. .\ k i I 1 a , t he <J r ca t cs t f i CJ 11 r c of h i :. 

time , \\'ho lerl the r ahl>is i nto the war car:1p . 

The l eaJcr of lit e l'C\'Olt ·:1 s on,.. Si r.1 0on; 
to the r.rn l tiludcs Ji ~ W:-l S the ' lcs~i :i h . lie c;1•1 c 

int.leeJ to he 1\ 110·:11 n s Ua r l\oklia , son oi Lh: " t:'lr , 
a f te r the ri ost. di st. in ~Jt1isheu l!:i lih i o f !Ire ce11t111·y 
(i.e . . Hiha7 l1:iJ 1ppl ieu the ,·crsc (;'\um . ~ 1: 11 ) , 
rT here sha ll step forth a star out of J:1col1 ,' to 
him •.•• 

The war ,,·::is l>it t crly fou •Jllt ; it w:i s , to ~p1olc 
the Ro m<in hi.:;t.o ri :i u , ne i the r ' of s li qltt .i 1 111Jr r·t11ce 
nor of l> ri0f d 11 ra l i Jn .' Cxce ll cnt i'orcc :-. :1 11.: :;1 ratC ·Jr 
were re <pr i r ed t o J e i L· :i t t he re 11 c 1 s , a 11 J o 11 It o th 
sides the lo sses 1:1.: rc tremendou s . ... nut Sc1: ert1s , 
who m the t! l'.l p e ror l1:"1d called frori l3 rit ai11 to co •1 .f 1:ct 
t he ca r: pa i tJ n , 1•: :l s r c s 0 l u t c • II c 1rn s d I..! t c '" i 11 L' d t o 
smash t he re s i stcn cc nt :inY cost. Fin:tlly in 
1 3 .3 , 1dtl1 the f:ill oi Bcthnr ( ' fro r.r 1\11 ic lt. 1101 '1 

m ll n e s c :i pc d ' ) , t h e \\' n r 1·: :i s b r o u ~I h t t o a 11 e 11 i! . 
F o r II a tJ r i :i n i t p r o 1: I..! d :i n c x p c 11 s i \" c \• i c t o r y ; i n 
com r.i u n i c a t i lHJ 1\'i t h t he S e 11 a t e , for c x n r:i pl c , Ii c 
omitte d the rc q11l:'lr for mu la 'I a nd the l cqions arc 
in health . ' Ur.: o st :i ll the Je1d~h scttlc:··· ril., 
i n J u d e a w c r c 1-:i p 1~ d o u t • J e r u s n 1 e r:1 \\'a s •I e f i 11 i t c 1 y 
c o n v e r t e d t o a p a IJ :i n c i t y , J e 1·: s 1·: e r e f o r L i ti d I.! 11 t o 
enter i t . llt: ncef o1· t: h the city \'las known ;:is \t.! lia 
Ca pit o l i n a 1 11 d o 11 t It t: s i t c of t h c S ;:i n c tu a r y 1; as 
erecte d a temple to Capjt oline J up iter. Thc teaching 
a nJ p r act i ce of J udn ism became a capit:i l c1·ir1e; 
martvrclo n ceased to he r;:ir c •••• 11:11.J ll nll ria11 
r er.tained much lo n•1cr on the throne it is extremely 
doubtful if l'alestinian Je1\·r y could have r ucovcreu 
fro m th e b lo llis . l·I 

Says Dio C:is s i lt S , ' .\ 11 Judea wns 1·:ell ni ~h 
a desert . Fiftv fortresses an•I nine hundred :ind 
eighty-five •: il°i:l \l t:: S 1.,·t.! r c destroyed ; f i ve hu ndred 
a n d ei ·J '1ty thous ::i n d n en icll in ba tt le , 1:hi l c the 
n u m be r o f t h o s c 1\'11 o s u c c u 11 IJ e ti t. o t h e i r w o u ~ t.I s a n d 
to fa r:1 ine was never rcckonec.I ' (lxix. 1-1). J 
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The f :Jil!.l r c of the rcn olt mark ed th e heui1111ing of U1 e 

end for i':t l ~sl ini;;in .T01-. .. n . "Stcallil y :lfl1• r 13.i the numhcr 

of .Jctdsh s ett l ements , l!\' Cll in t he C.n lilce, dec liPc tl . The 

r efu nccs to lk1l1y lo ni:i i .. -ere s o nu me rous (:incJ a pp:lre11t l y sc 

c o n f i ti~ n t t h :l t t h c 11 o l y l a n d ~ .. • :i s d o om e d ) L ha t s h or L 1 y ;:i 

n e p he t\' o f Jo s It u a b c n II a n :rn i ;'\ h :i t t c 11 p L c d t o est ah 1i sh a 

court ind cpc111lent of Pa lc sl i11i:rn at1L.ilu1· i ty . " 10 

Yet , PJ lc st i n ian J c1·:ry i•.''15 ahlt: 1. 0 re c stabl .i s h it se lf 

af te r the wnr . .\ d 111 i t t e d 1 y .J 11 cl e ;:i 1·: :i s 1·: c :t ~; c r , l> u t i t w o s 

st ill :Jb l c t o na i nt ain i1 s position ::is n ce nter for l\O rl d 

Jet\·ry for onothe r fe1-: g c ni.:ra i on s . 

-
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W h C n l h <.' 1: :i r \•: n S 0 Ve r , t h C m 0 p p i 11 ') ti p 1 C L l C' 11 rr. o r C 0 r 

l ess co1"p let 1."I , Hume t•:ns r c :idy to 1\" ilhil ta1·: Lire naj oril~ of 

he r troops. 1'!1 ~ cost of n:i int :i inin~ th es e t r oops ::ibro :1 d 1·:as 

t re mendo us . '.l oreovcr , their \'C r y prc :-;t' llC t.: g :ivc so1·1:! .Tu de:i n s 

a n imp c t u ~ t o 1·: n rd fur t 11 c r :i c t ~ o i r c IJ c l li o 11 • 

,\ n a 1 t e r 11 n t i \" e to l'1 n r L i n 1 o cc up a t i o 11 ,,. ::is f o u n cl . Rome 

so u ')ht to cstnb li sh n locnl •JO\·c r11 !1c 11 t ·.: h ich 1,·w l d li l· nr1e 11 tla lJl e 

l O world llSJ ir>r he Hort:lll s . 't' I 1 ~ 1. o l :i 1 :w o u 11 t of t r j IJ ii t '-' t a J.. e n 

under such 111 ;irran ~;cncnL :·:.s le ss , hut. the act.u:-il l:l! Ct.:ipts 

of tr oop s . 

Aft e r lln d ri:in d i ed un .t Anto11i1111 s l'ius car:ie t.o t.h e thro n e , 

t he Jews we re allo 1·:cd to r e e s tablish t.ll c Sy no<l :it Ushn . 1 

llowever , the y we r e st ill proh ibited fr o11 a cceptin g converts 

or from enteri11 1J the Holy cit y . "Su c It 1n· oh i bit i o 11 s Ro me c o u 1 d 

not aboli sh without ie:i r for her i mpcriill p r estige nntl 

. .. 2 security . 

Yet, who :imon') the Jud e:rn s cou l d the Roma n s t ru st to 

t a ke ove r t he rrr::i nage me n t of the count r y'? Rome coul il not 

s u p p o r t s o n e o n e 1'111 o h a J b c c n il n o u t r i ~ It t c 11 em y • I n 

add itim, \dtonc n :: r Rome dt.: al t 1·: ith wo u l l.l have to have a n 

exorbi tant arnoun t of real econom i c and po li t ical power . 

S u ch a pe rson 1-:w ld have to h:ive the ne cessa r y ''we i yh t " to 



he coul1I c:1rry out. Therefore, he 1•:nuld n l so hnvc to ul' 

acccpt:ihle to the Judean s ocicL y . This ruled out anyo ne 

\\"ho hall a idcl'f Ho ri c in Lh c l:-i st 1·::11· , and it mc:inL tliat Ire 

would hove to have the proper crc•lcnl i :t l s in the lo c:i l 

i u c o 1 o •.J y • 0 n l y ;:i r :1 h b i f r o 111 t .: :'\ r i s 1 0 c r :1 c y , o n ~ v: h o h :i cl 
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n o t t a kc n p :i r t i n th c \\' :i r co u J cJ 1 II' 1.: t. :'l l l the s c cpt :1 l i f i c :'l ti o n s • 

S u c h a m :'l n 1·; :i s R • S i r.w o n IJ • \' o c h :'l i • 

llis far.ii l y 1rns of tl. 1· :ll.°i sto1;r·1rr :ind h:'ld old ties 

to the Ro man ;1111 lloriti~s. 

war , he could nut be c:i ll 1.··' <:itlter t1aiLor or rl.'.'b 1.· l . .\s 

we shall see , it ,,·as Si1 11 .. 1rn 11. \'ncl::i i wi t It \\'ho ri th'' l~omans 

d ca l t w i th in L It e i r n c 'Jo 1 i. ~ t i o 11 s i 11 t.." • s tab 1 i s hi 11 ~I :1 toe a 1 

governme nt. 
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FOOTNOTES 

l Fi11kl csLc in , 1Jp. c i t . , p. l;j9 

2 Iuid . , p $ 162 
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V .\ i'OWEHFL"L .\ ··n \(£,\LTllY Fr\~IILY 

Wealth and power ca me to'.)ether in the family of Simeo n 

b. Yochai. ~lt houuh there is little ~irect evidence to show 

t ha t R. S i m co 11 h i ms c l i \\' :i s 1,· c :i l t h y a n •I po :: c r f u 1, :i 11 l h c c i r c um -

stancia l dut:i s up po n such a notion. Ootli his father and hi s 

son were s i 1J11 i ficnnt l y Ne .1lth y :i :1d po1•: crf11l . One miu1t1. assu me 

therefore th 3t R. S i meon \HS, too. 

In the raul.Ji nic litec;1 · :;rc \•;e h :'l\' C 110 quotes from rat her 

Y o c h a i. T h i s s u l.J '.J e s t s t h n t Ii c ''.' :i s 11 n :. I) f t 1t c s c h o l ::i r c l a s s • 

Non ct hcless.irom tllc fe1,1 r c 11:ir'.s ah'J t•l l1i 1.1 iL is ap p::ncnt tn :it 

Y o c h a i w :i s 11 J t o 11 1 y w ea lt. II y, h 11 t t ha t h c n l "' o e 11 j o y c d n f r i c 11 d l y 

re 1 a t i o n s h i p 1d L h L h c Ro 1.1 a 11 ~ • 

One repo rt i s found i n l' c> . ll::!n. Habh i Si meon th rough . . 
someones 1nflue :1ce m:ino \)cd t o e n ter the pri s on cell of 

h i s t ea c h e r .\ Id b a • II e s a i c.J t o .\ ki b a , " T c :i c h 10 e T o r a h • " 

But, R. .\ k i b a rep l i c d to 11 i m , " I s ha 11 no t t each you • ·• R. Simeo n 

the n tr ~ ateoetl hi s teacher S :"lyin~ . ·· 'Jl/JW nn.:L_J~J/ D;L_ 

J112f~1 )!Jii 11JI'~ 7/:J,.l;~;i.." Wh1tevcr th'! specific sense 

o ! ,n1~~.a? ~D~~L mi tJh t have 1Jecn. it c lear l y 

represe nted some type of t t r u · t. It s e ems to say that Father 

Yochai via his connections with the Rowans could have 

s een to it that R • . .\k iba wa s s ummarily punisher!. Even if this 

threat were b~ a jest between student and teache~ it explains 
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how H. S i me on cou l d e nt r the pri s on at a time when .\ kibn 

was !.> ein ~J held incomn uni c~ ndo . l~ c may deduce from t hi s report 

that S i mr.o n' s f ather h :id g r ~a t influen ce . 

At a l ater t i m ~ of h i s life R. S i meon 1Mu l J a g ain c nll 

upon lti s f.ithcr ' s 11.1 r.1 c in a s i n ilnr ma n 11er . \".'h e n the r abb i s 

a s s e m Li 1 e .J :i n iJ t h e y were ti i s c u s s i n ~I who m t o s c 1HI to ll o r.re f o r 

the annul m.,nt. of the "h .1r s h Je c r c:cs ," lire l ot f e ll up on 

R • S i me o n • F a c i n u a ti i f f i c 11 l t :rn d u n tHJ c c o 11 s m i s s i o n , h c c h i J '? .J 

h i s c o 11 e a 'Ju ~ s 1d1 e t her they w o u l d ha,. e Ir n d t he n c r v e t o 

s e n ti h i n o n s u c h a p e r i l o u s rri :.. c:; i o n h n d h i s f :i t h c r ~ t i l J 1 i v e d • 

_ ••. anti .L- t he de r·c" •'':;._7 i "Cr r? r c.: -i llc:;r i.l,!!.1 ed . [fllc 
Je1\2_/ l!lc 11 co11ict· rc r! ,s 1.n ·. 10 shor:l : . o L1 o non•!.:. / Lo 
w o r k f o r t h e :i 11 1111 l me n t v f 1 : e d c c r e c s • L c 1 IL S i l'H' o 11 

b . Yo ch ·ri <Jo for he i s c "p ,. ,. i c n c e Ii j .1 1:1 i r :-i cl c s • ,\ n ti 
w ho s h o u l d n cc o •n p :rn y lt i m'! - I~ . ~ 1 <' :1 z . ,. s o 11 n f 11 • Jo s e • 
S aid R. J os e to t he m: .\11.t ·:ere 01\' f :rtl•c r ll :il :ift;i 
still ::i li\•e, w•>tld you h:1• , .... ·tid to ld·r •.1 i ~1 c Iris sun fo r 
s la u~ht et·? .\11s1·~rcd IL ~i r ·on: 1'1cr<' Yocl1:1i r.ry f nll•c r 
s t i 11 a 1 i ,. e , 1·: Ju l •I y o 11 It :i , . c 5 n i u to It i 1.1 t o ~ i \' c 
his son for s 1 :i u 'J ht er·~ l 

followinJ this rep ort i s :i st atcr.1cnl th:it bo :.. lt R. Simeon 

a n d R • E l e a z a r t\' e n t t o R om c a 11 d r c 1; c i \' c d t It c tt n 1111 l m c n l o f 

t he " ha r s h de c ree s • " It i s j mp o i· ta 11 t to note t ha t her c, 

as before, th e na1:1e o f F:ithcr \'ot.:hni \\'as !Jrought into t he 

con versa ti on i n an a l\'eso r.1 e a 111..l t h r ca ~ e 11 i 119 t o ne. 7 n i s i s co n s is -

tent with our assumJJt ion that he was a man of power and 

influence. 

There i s further e vi dence that the Yochai family was 

powerful in th e reports concernin~ El e aza~ the son of S imeon. 

The picture we have of R. Eleazar ben Simeon is a s trange one. 
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II e i s a 1 t " r 11 :i t c l y 1~ 1 11 c 1 I :i " 1 i o n.. :i n d " v i n c 'J a r , s o n o f w i n e • " 

lie aµpc :l r s ,s :i profli •J il l c s •> n l) i ::i p ower fu l fo r ehe;'lr . Hi s 

we a l t h i s cx cc ~ d e d onl y by hi s :i ppct ite s . i\s j de f rom hi s l e arn-

i n g a n tJ .,. ea l l h , he h :i d a n i n t e t· es t i 111J re 1 o t i on sh i p \" i l h the 

Ro ma n :1U t.hori t ie s . Bot h he :i n I IL I s hm n•~ l, s on of Jose, ni<lcJ 

the aut ho ri t ie s i n rou n d i11 ~ 11 p the rema i n i tHJ " hri~a n rl s." These 

" brig a nd s " : ·1 c 11t i o11 ~ d in s o me Oi. the fo ll owi 11 ~1 r ep orts we re 

perh a µ s r cl'1n:i nt s of t he zcn l •ll ·,:.nds . 

In a p pe ar a 11 cc h ot h IL F. 1 c :i l :i r an J fl . J s 111;11 e 1 It ::n.l rtl 1 

t 11e sirJnS o i 1·:e :il th . T h e y \·:·~ rr c:.; c f? p t i o n:'l l l) o\Jcs e. 

Wh en r<. I s It m ~• ~ l s o 11 o l' .J " s c :111 t.I R . 1: 1 c. :'! .-. :1 l' s o 11 o f 
R. S i meon net., o ne \!01111 1 1 ·:i ~ 5 Lh r o u q l! 1· ·.1 h :i yo ke 

' ' I 

of o x en un der t he m :lll <.l !l)I 10 11 c h t h e m.- S;.dJ :i cc i.·l:iin 
( Rom :i 11 ) r.i n t r o 11 t o t It e r.i , ' \' o 11 r ch i 1 Jr c 11 a r r. n o t ,. o 11 l ~ ! ' 
T he y r c p 1 i e d , ' The i r s ( s c • o 11 r \.; i ,. c s ' ) i s •J r e a L c i· 
th a n o ur s . ' ' ( Jlu l Llii s pr o,·1.:s my ;'1 } ) f'f ·ilio11) :i ll t.li c 
more!' (S h e o h~·~ n·e d) . Su .-:: s ::i y t h ey :1 11s 1·:~ red t hu .. ~ 

• f' o r :1 s a ri ;'I 11 : :; , s o b ; • i s s t r c tltJ l h • ' () 1 h c r s s :i :. , 

the y a n H:erc lf he r t hus : 'l.o\ C s up1> r e:; ~:r • ,_; t he f l e i:h . ' • •• 
~ - Jo h:i nn n s:lid the wa i s t of R. I slt r.1 :.ic l s on o f R. 

Jo s e t..-a s ;i hot tlc of nine ~nhs c a pacity . :'\ 

From an accou n t of fl . C:: l e.-::ar J oi n a pc 1:, ·1cc we l earn, in 

pas s in g, t he le ve l o f lli s wcnlt h. 

E v e r y e 1: c n i n 'J t h c ~· s 1n c ::i c1 o u t s j x t y s h '..! ct s f o r 
hi m, ;in ti e very r.i ot 11i nu s i xty bas i n s of IJ l ooll ancJ 
discl1:.ir 1J<:? \·:er e r cr.10 \·c cJ f rom u n der hi m. In th e mo rni nQ s 
hi s wife pr ep ar e d h i m s i xty k inds o f p:1p,wh i c h h e 
ate , anJ t h en r eco ver ed . Ye t h i s wi fe Jiu no t permit 
him t o IJ O to th •! s cho,; l hou s c, les t the Rabb i s d i s=. 
comfort him . E\·c r y cve ni tlfJ h e wo ul tl exho rt t hem Li . e ., 
his sore2), ' Co rn c , rn y hrcth r c n a nll f a mili a r s ! ' whil s t 
every morni n 1 he cxc l qi mcd , ' Depart, beca u se y e d is­
t urb my stu 1t ic s ! ' 

0 n e ti a y h i s 1•: i f c , h c a r i n 'J h i r.t , c r i e d o u t , ' Yo u 
y o u r s e l f h r ; n 'J t h e ."';'J u p o !I y o u , y o u h a v e ( :i 1 r c :i d y ) 
squan J e r e d til e mon e y o f my fa ther' s hou se !' S o s he 
left h i m an d r et u r ne J :. o he r p a"t ern a l home . Then 
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t h c re c :'Im e s i x t y s c :i ::i c n \·: '1 o p r c "e 111 c d It i m w i t h s i x t y 
sl:t•: c s , l· ·~ ·1 r i 11 11 s i x•y pur~" ' · T h ey Loo p r cp::i r ctl s i x t y 
kin cls of p:ip L01· h i r; , \d 1 i ~ h he :itc . 

0 11 c d :l y ~Ii c (h i s 1d r c ) s :'I i II l 0 It ~ I" d :'Ill uh ' c r • I G 0 

and se c liO\\' your fa ther is i::u-ill•J 11 0\ : . ' 
S he went., (a n il on her :irri\·al) h0r ~ 1thc1· s aid to 

her , ' Go t e 1 l you mo t It c r l ha L our ( 1·· c :i l L h ) i s •J r c 1 t c r 
t h a n t h c i r s ' ( s c • o f h i s fa t h c r - i 11 - 1 a 1·: ' s h o u s <' ) • • 

The follo idn •J acc ount s uq gcst s that IL El caz::ir 1·::is wc :ilthy 

not only in the mate rial scus c ,hut al s o i 11 l1o nor . li e on c e 

r iv a l c iJ t h (.! C) r c 0 l Ju d ;'I h II :J ;'\: I :; i f 0 r r 0 ~ i I j 0 11 d u r i 11 •J l h c 

earl y p ;'lrt of their re specti\ C r.:irccrs. 

When Ra l> l.J an S i m co 11 I•. C :1 m li c 1 a 11 d IL Jo s h 11 a b . 
I\ a r !1 3 It s a t 0 11 u e n c h c ~ • n . E 1 c :'I z :l l' s (I 11 0 f n . s i I I c 0 II 

anll Hrtlihi S~l l in front o f tl1cra 0 11 l ) ; L· !ll' Qllll tl, r :d~ i lll.1 
o::ije ct io n s :ind ;"ll1 Si~c ri 111.1 llt ..: ··1. S:'lid :tic: . • 

1 1·:c d 1· i 11 1. 

their 1•: :i t er (j _c . , hcn : fit fl'om tl: •i 1 ll' r1nii11q) , ' ~ ' 
the y s i t up o n lh c g L· o111 ,.1 ; li:1 c;cn t :· h · p l::ic ctl fnr 
them !' Thu s they \\'e re p:o •Jtcd . U111 ll. Si!-H: o n Ii . 
Ga mlicl p r otest ed : 'I l1 :l\·c :l pi~1co 1 1 ~1 O•••J!;t. yo11 ;-, 1 ye 
wi s h to destro y i t! ' So l::i!ilii \\'a s 111 L .;,,,. 11. 'l'hc.•1'L·• 11 r111 
R. Jo shuah . l} a rb:Jh s aid: · ~ha ll h "· 1 \;11v J, ns :1 f :1ll.c t , 
live , wJlil sl he \\°I to hn s 110 fat he r 11 i1· ! ' S o H. EJ C':)~11r 
son of R. S i me on Loo 1::.is 11111 rlo1ct , 'la r re:l t lie f c; t 
hurt saying, ' Ye h1 vc n1:i1!L· h i 1:1 crp•al l o 1:1•.!I ' No1: , 
until that J ay , \\'h Cl1 C\"C!r n:1uhi 11:1d l. a st atC lilC ll l , 

R • E 1 ea z a r s 0 11 0 f R • s i I \.' c i' s ~1 r I' 0 r I t · , · It i m • r:; 11 l r l" 0 ·11 

then o nwa r d 1\"hc n Rabbi :.;ii•., '1 li:t "\. a11 uh j ccti vl' ', 
R • E 1 c a z :n.· s 0 ll 0 f R • s irh.: (I rl r e t 0 l" l (' ii I • r r .Y 0 u 11 ~. \' c 
such and suc:1 :in o bjc djo ,1 , this i s ~v ur nn S\\" cr; 
n ow have y ou c n co.npa sscil 11 <; 1-:ith 10:1 tl:, of a11wcr ::. in 
w h i c h t h c r c i s n o s u b s l :111 i.: c • ' Ra IJ hi • IJ c i ll 4.J t h u s I 1 u r.t i 1 -
iated, \\·e n.: a -·I c omplai11 ctl to his f ather . 'Let it not 
g r i e ,. e yo u , ' h c a n s \\"C r c d , ' f o r h e i s :i li o n a n II t h c 
son of a li on , \\·h crca s you a 1·e a li on , the s on of a 
fox . 5 

U s i n g t h e 1 i n e s o f a po\\' c r h y p o t h e s i s , n 11 c mi g h t i n t c r p r et 

t he r e ference to lion ~ anJ fo xes as rcfc1~n1J to t he socia l 

position of the pa r t i es . R. Ele nza r was a p e rson of ~xt reme 

powe r. That power ha<.l be en in h i s fami l y for yenerations. 

Becau s e of this_ R. Juda h hat! Lo put u p wi th him. R. Ju dah's 

fa t her s:i i d , in effec t, "You in your own ril)ht may be f>OW\!rful , 
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y et that power i s not b3scJ on o lJ fa mil y wc:i lth. l am not 

a 'lion,' 3 rn :l 11 \·; ti 0 S C l 11 f l 11 C 11 C C t' C S t S II p 0 11 his urutc 

force in the .s ociet y . I :im but a 'fo x,' one \\' ho :.;c ini lucncc 

depe nds upon hi s c unnin u and his :i hilit y to mo\' C ot he r s by 

fine words." 

In additio11 to hi s wf! alth :in J lc :irnin•J H. Elc:J 7. :lr lta<I 

close ti c·) with th~ Ro111ans . lit~ ftlld n. I sll1 1:1c l, son of IL Jose, 

w e r c j m r o r t :i 11 t m c ;~111 c r s o f t h e s t a t c p o I i •: ~ . F o r t ll e j r c f f o r t 

to wipe out th e ' u ria::iuu.;' licLl1 of th ese me n iu c u 1or t'd the 

w r a t It o i t h c o t h c r r :i b h i s , ~ :' 1·: c 1 c :i r i: i " 1 It \: f o l l 1..· • i n • l 

pa ssa'.l~ f ro m B:1IJ;'l .'.c zi ':i tu -ll lli • ...--

R • E 1 ca z ;1 r • s o n of l\. ~ i 1.1 c o n , o 11 r : . 1 c t an o f f i cc r 
of t he (Rom;"tn ) f.o\'C1'1H J Cl11 ,,·h o lt:id iwcn sent 10 :-ir -
r est th i c •: cs • • 11 ow c :1.1 ~ •) 11 d ct cc t t l '• 11 '? ' h c f , · •: • 

' Are the y no t comp;11·1· .I : ~. 1·:i ld 1 1 ·~: 1 :.Ls , of ,.,.:1<it ·; i t is 
w r i t t c n , Th c r c i 11 (i. 11 d a r k 11 c s s ) •• 11. L h n h c n s t s u " t Ii c 
f o r e s t. c 1· c l' p f o r t h? ' ( I L It r 1· s s ;-i .: , h <..: r c f c r r c ti h i m t o 
the ve r se , lie lietll in \\<;it sec rcl ly :lS a li on in his 
den.) 

' ;.1 a y b c , ' (he co n t i 11 11 c d , ) ' y ou t ;tl c t !1 e i n 11o c,.11 L and 
a 11 0 \\' th e !J 11 i 1 1. r t 0 c st.::. !' l!? ' 

The officer ;-insl\·crtd , ' l:h ::it ~l1all f do? It i s th e 
K i n cjs co 111 1:1 ;"1 11 ti • ' 

Said the l!;'l li bi, 'l. ct 111 e te ll yu11 what to Jo. Co 
into a t:.i vern at the iourLh hour of the day . If 
you see n man rlozitllJ 1., i ll1 a cup of " inc in lii s hnncl, 
ask him 1d1at he _s. If he i s a lc :nn c d man, {you 
may ass u r:i c t It a t ) h c 11 as j_' i s c n car 1 y Lo p u r s u c hi s 
studies; if lt~ is a d.1y l::ibourcr l1c must have hcc11 
u p ea r l y t o d o h i s 1·: J r I. ; i f h i s 1·: o 1· I\ i s o f t h c k i n d 
done at ni a h ': , he miu ht h ;:ive bccu rollinlJ thin nu~t.al. 
If he is non e of the se , he is a thief; arrest him.' 6 

Further in th•"! text we leatn that a report ol this con-

versation reach e d th e Ro ma n authoriti es . The Romans then 
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asked R. Eleazar to take c harge of inve s tigations and 

7 
arrests . 

This appointme nt st irred up the wra th of the other rabbis. 

R. Jo s hua ben ~arbah sent word to R. Eleazar sny ing, 

"\' incgar,son o f wine! How lon lJ 1\°il l you deliver up the 
0 

people of God for s l aughter!" \\'h : le th i s might be an indi-

cati on that R. El eaza r h e l d the po s ition f or some time ,it 

certainly indicates that he held the t r u s t of the Roma:i 

authorit ies and wa s c lo se t o them. 

Th e r e is some indication that R. El eazar used hi s po si -

tion to destroy a f e w of his per s onal enemies, when there 

was li t tle re a son to con s ide r th e m ' thieves.• 

0 ne J1 J' a f uller met hi m, ;ind ciuhhet.i him : '\' in ­
c~iar , s on of 1•! in t . ' S:i irl the r< :1!l lii to hi.71.c: elf , ' S ince 
h e i s s o i nsolent , he is s ure l y :J cu lprit . ' S o 
h e ~ :i \ ' c t h e o r Jc r t o h i s a t t e n d a n t : ' 4 r r e s t hi m ! 
-\ rre s t him ! ' 

l-:J1cn h i s ange r cooled, h P. l'.1ent a :· ter 11 i m in order 
t o s t: c 11 r c h i s r e 1 ta s e , 1.1 u t ti i rl n o t s u cc e c d • • • t he y 
h an a e n hi m, a nd he CR. Elca ~a r son oi R. S imeon) 
s tooJ unrler t he yallows a :1d wept. 9 

It shou!d !Jc suuaested t h a 1 th es e ' th~eves ' a nd ' culprit s ' 

were the remnant s of the t..ro.1h l e s oml'.! zea lot l.Jan tl s .dieha rd s 

who remained fi9htina after t he wa r was lost. This would 

c x p l a i n t h e r a 1J IJ i s' a n t a g o n i s m t o \,,a r J R • E 1 e a z a r a 11 d R • I s h ma e l. 

In a ny event the forcaoing mntcr ia l indicates that the 

fa mil y of R. Sime o n h . Yoc hai en j oy e d h oth t~c altli and powe r 

a n d \\' n s c 1 o s c l y t i e d t o t he Ho r.1 a n author i l i es • 0 n e mi y ht. 

:i s sumc , th e refo re, t hat ff . !-i i mi:on e njoy ed simil a r pri\li l eaes . 
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T h c r c i s c \" ~ r y r c a s o n l o h c li r:! ·: e: t It a t o 1 i1 l l t he r a h h i s 

of Ills •J c nc 1·a1 ion he :ilon c ha d no need to c rlfJ:t ".) c in :iny 

I 
. 10 

m u n c :'l n c o c c 11 ,> a t 1 o 11 • 
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VI EXILE IN ~ C\\'E 

The mo s t far.1 011 s s tory n ssoci:il c d with fl Si mco11 tell s 1: 01\ 

he anJ his s on e s c :i pc d fr o11 t he Ho rn ;) 11s hy h i il i111J in a c:1\·c 

for thirt e en y t·:ir s . The s tory is rc c o1111t t•d in m:'llly pl:t 1.:0s ,thc 

sour ce o f a ll of tltcm , pc r ha p:. , 1 h~ 11::i rr:di\·1.· i n Sh:ilJ lql ~3 . 

IL Judn h , IL J ose , :1 11 ' R. S i 1;11•n11 1:1• re s ilt i 11•.1 , 
and Jutln lt , :i s o n of !q· ::is 1d ~·1 t:l> , 1·1a :- :- it I i 11~1 11 1· ;11 

t h eri. n • . J 11d:11t co1-,n1: 11•;.~.r I I Ill· Jj ~I I '." i Oil) hy oh ~ l'l .... -

i na , 'll ow f in e ;) r e the 1·:t•r!;s uf thi . !'l!np l c ! T• .. . \ 
h3 vc 11;'ltf•· Sll.·cct:-; , Llt1·~ h:i\' 1' •ittil l h 1·idycs , ll1e:· 
have c r<:: c t ed hnLh s.' 

R • J os e 1•: n s s i 1 c n L. IL ~ i 11 ~ c..111 It • Yo;; It a i :i 11 s ''· ' 1 , • , 1 

a n <I s ai d , ' \ 11 11in 1 t!1cy r.ritlc 1h ... · ~ t'i1:c for l l1•:1.-
s e 1 \' c - ; t hey "II i 1 I 11 i r l: I.' l - p l a I'·~ <; ' 1 I ' L' l It :i 1· l 1H .- i 11 
t It em ; b :1 t Ii s , to r c j 11,.c11 :1 l c 1 h cm s c 11 l' , ; Itr i d 11 '· ~ • ' . 

l evy toll s for 11tc11 .' 
:\ o 1\ , J 11 d :i It t It c s v 11 o f fl r o s • • 1 ,\ 1 · ' ·: ,_• n 1 a 11 ti 1· • • l .., I 1; d 

their t::i l k , 1.h i ch rc~1 cl,cd 1 Lt! 'Jr" 1.;f. • e11I . Tlil':· 
decree d: Jn d :J lt \':h o c•-::1 ll ct! ( ii~; \ , :I :: 1 1 ' 'l' cx:il it• •' 
Jo s c , wh o 1..-:1 s s il c 11 t , -:l!nl l I• •' l!x if1 ·ii ·o Sc pph11·' s ; 
Si meon , who ec ns11 r ctf , lc1 hir. lie 1.. . c· t• lc d . l 

On heari rJtJ this dc c r c l' , IL S i ncCJ 11 :. 11'1 h:s son \: C'n1 :'Ind 

h i d i 11 n c a\. e • Th c r e v n r i o u r n i r n c 1 c:; ci l:t. t ' r c d for t. It t: 1 • .\ 

carob tre e an d a 1·:cll 1\'cr e ctr.:llt:<I for I hl•11 . !11 orucr 1.0 pre-

serve their •J :irmcn ts , th C) und re ssed and st utlicd all llny 
2 

sitting up to their nceks 111 s.i nc.l. Onl y fur pra yC' r \•.'Ctl•lu 

they don their c lo the s • .\ t the en d of m:i•. y y cnrs t it er r e-

ceivcd a si g n that they co u ld l e ave the c ;,i \'e . Some say Lh e 

sign was Elij ah , oth c rs sa y a Bat l\o l . 1•: 11atev cr the s i g na l, 

after twel v e y ea r s IL Simeo n and his son l e ft t h e ca1·c . 

' ;':1 



.J (, 

So the y c111cr~1~tl. Scc i 11q :i 1.1:i n plou•Jll.i nq :i11d 
sow i 11 ~1 . the~ cxc ~ a i ricd , ' They iors::ikc life ct1• r11:il 
a n d c n ~I :1 •Jc i 11 I i f c r c 1 qrn r a 1 ! ' 

I~ It :1 L c 1 i: t· 1 111.: \ c:; :. t • h c i r 1..: ~ cs u p o 11 w :i s i 111111' cl i -
at c l y h11r11l up . Ti1L1 rc 11p on :i lk:c;·c nly L t· hu 1;:i1 w i o1·th 
::ind c 1·i cd out , ' ll:P c .\ •' 1.:1 11 .: 1·11 1:d t o d0s1roy :y world: 
Het.ur 11 Lo :. our c:'l\1.:!' 

S o t. Ill' y r t' t 11 r 11 col :1 ll d • f\\·c l \ 1 h c r c t t·: c l r <' r1 'l n I h s , 
sny i n~r . ' The p1111i ''1 :1 ·111 of the ·dckcd i n C· :1•·1111:"1 i s 
( li mi ted t o) 11:1·l .- c 11011ll s . ' 

. .\ ll c:i n .:11 l ; Echo t li1 ·11 ~:t11c fort.It and sn i .i , ' Go 
f o r t h f r o 11 ~ o 11 r ; ·1 • 1! ! ' 

T h u s the~ tss11 crl ; ::hen·\ er IL E l c:i~: :ir 1.<.11 ndc<I , 
R • S i m •! on i1 ,. :ll 1' .t . S :1 i d II u 1. I: i 11 , _ ' \1 y s o I' ! Yo 11 a 11 ti 
I a re stiff i cit: ·I I r 0 r I 11 e \•.' Or 1 " . , J 

T h i s s I or y h n s •J i\· c 11 r i s c l o a l1 1.1 '1 11 tir! r o f J 1 • q c 11 d • Y c t , 

assumi 111_1 •lrere is :10 c l c 1ac 111 of tr 111l1 lic h i 1:" • i.· t:i l•.: , 0 11c 1:1 ;> ~ 

deuucc th:it th e two r:lld1i s t•:c 1·c i n exi l e for :- 0 ·: . l i 11c. Iii J-

lite r. ::ir f..ol·hh :-i rcy olt . 

As sh o wn in Lhc prcyjo us ch rrp t1.: r , IL Sil "O•• •: ;11.·c fro rn :"!1. 

cxt r e mcl y !\'c ll-to -olo fnr:i il y , 0 111' 111·11 a l so It~,, · ~•ro:11J tics 

to the Rom:"111 :i •1thoriLics. \s :i 1ncr: l11·1· of th e ··: 1 .1hl ishmc11t , h e 

ha J nothi n•.J to •J ili n iln 1! cvc r ythi n•1 

R om e • I f h c h a u j o i n c d h c r c h c 1 s, It 0 t: o u 1 d II r1 \ ' L' J o ·; t a 11 h i s 

holdin ~s . On the ot he r h :t11 tl he co ulu not.. join t he s iJc of th o 

Roma n s . That woulJ h"l\'C mn <k h i m a t rait or, and !1e wo11 lc.l con-

s e q u e n t 1 r ha v c 1 o s t h i s po s i L i o 11 i n It i s o 'rn s o c i ct y • Th c 

most r casona ~ le sol ution to tltc uilcmrn n \\' Ou l u lilVC been to 

!lee. 

.. 
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VI I TllE RETrR~ \~;f) \ T H TP TO HQ',\ E 

T h e s t o r y o f IL S i 1:1 c \> n • s o rd i n ~• t i o 11 Ly .1 u ti a tr h • I: a Ii <1 

can 1101·: be 1' l:11:c rJ dj1·ectly aft.er the 1·:;n '\'hl' ll H. S 1mL·o11 

ret urn e d ir on h i s exile . J,s n cntio11 L· il :lho v t· , fi ve yot1111J r :ll1h i s 

app"·· ·cd , seen i111.1l y 0111 of 1101:hcrc, ~11·.t c11co1•11t 1.:1·1·d the l:l " I 

s u r \' i \' i 11 •J l 3 n u ::i of t It c p r c v i o 11 s 'J l' 11 v r o t i o l! , ,1 1 • •• I 1 I> • B :i li:'1 • 

.\ ltho 11\1 h ord i n:-it jon 1•!:JS i ll c \1:i l, Ii . B:11Jn p1·r·1· 1•c• l to 

orunin t he fi\' C :lS " elder s . " \!'10 11•.I tltc fi'.\. .: (\.' ILSi1 1-.: 0 11 

and R. Jo s e . 

I. 0 0 k i n '.I :i r t h •: s I 0 (' ~· \': i t h :1 I ii i 0 r s l' c I' i r. i ... I I • \ : l! : J J' \ . 1 \' f I 

w i th a s i ::ip lc stalcnetll' . The !i •t: J·t·lurric -: s 1 •: t·i.: rcrl j 1:of 1.y 

the Ju dc;:ins ;:is the l c•.1itirL1tl' h1•j·rs of Lite :•l'•:· io11 s t:i11 11:1i· 1. 

T ha t i s 1. o s a y , o s fa r a s l h c J c • s 1. ,, 1· e r ti 11 c- 1 • i , ,. , , i , IL S i 11 l o 1 • , 

R . Jos c , :llltl the other ~ ::ere ll(H l l1 c 311th ur i t i ._ f of tilt· t.r::dj. 

t ion • They , a 11 d r h c:: ;-i l on t' , !I n d !. Ir c r i ti ht l o r •' l'-: l ~ Ii 1 i !> h L Ii t ' 

g o \' c r n r.1 c n l o .l t h e s c h o 1 a r c l n s ~ , ., 11 d tic 11 ::i n l! I Ii t· •il 1 c u j c· 11 c c o f 

the p o pu l :'lcc . 

S h o r l 1 } t It c r c a f 1 c ,. t h e r a h I • j !' n c t. t o Jc d II c \•: h o \'.:' a s t o 

go to Rome and harua i 11 ~·: ill 1 LltL· Rom:i n 1JOvcr111.1c 11L .for terms of 

peace. The rabbi s cl1osc R. ::i i 11co11 bur Yocli <ti ant.1 Elca:.Gat; so n 

of Jo se,to IJ 0 to Ro1:1c . 

On the \\'ay to Ro me R S i meon met a clcmon a 11 J with the 

a i d of this creatu r e he ma nauc d to !JC l the empe ror to give 

him a peace treaty. 



4'> 

Then Ben Tclilalio n 2 il l' dcno.!_!7 c:t mc to me e t tlicm. 
( If e s :i i ti ) · L s i 1 y o 11 r \'.' i ' Ii 1. h :1 l r :1 cc o rri p :-i n y y '' 11 '! T It c r c -
u p o11 R • .;; i r•c otr 1·:cpl rrnd :; :1 id T il e h:i11d111:lid oi 111~ :t11ccs­

tor's ho11 ::. I..' \\' :'l s 10 1111.t 1·;or t'1y ot' 1•1c c1 i1111 :-in :t111.1c l thr i ce, 
<l n J I II 0 l \.! \ c ll I 0 : I e •: I. . ii ll \) I It' I..' • If 0 1·: c \0 I.! r t 11 • I I It I ' l'l i l' -
ac l e iJi: µ..:r1orr1i:d , 11 0 11 1 1 t1 • 1· 1101·: . r1tcrc11pon lt1' :r ii\ a ncctl 
a n d e 11 I c r ed i 111 o l h c I· ta 111 • r or ' s t! :l lll 111 L c r . 

\\'he n UL ~ir.1co1t 1 :1 i-ri•·t.! d 'he rc~hi.: 1::i11 .. . 1 1111: • 1 l:1 · n 
Tc11alio11 l e:l\'C lier , gen r e r::ll ion l eave he r ,' .incl" " 
he pro c l :t i ··1.· I thi s h e 1..: 1 1 hl' r . 

lie Llh c l::mth.:ro_r7saiil I 1) I hc: n : l< e <j11c s 1 1·:lt:il l' ' •. 1· ~·o u 
d c s i r c • T h ~ ~ 1,· c e c l e ii i 11 u l It I' 1 r c a s 11 r c h o u :- , 1. 'J 1 :i I. c 
1·: I: :i t c \' c r t h~ ~· c h o s c • T h t: ~· f u 11 11 t. h :i t IJ i 1 l , L o o I. i 1 :1 n ti 
tore i l LO piCCt.!S. 1 

0 i s r c CJ n r ti i 11 q t h e fa 11 l o s ~ c o n I c n t i 11 t h i ~ s t o q , t • .. 1~ :i n d c -

duce that it \\':l S R:ilibi Si 11 co11 1d1 0 \\' :J S the tro -IJP.t\• \ ' l'I ru1· 

Ho11e a n.I J udc :i • 

. \ ii t" i ti c d l y , t h c r c i s 11 o "a~ 1 o ;;Sec 1· l :J i n 1'.'i I. h a 11 :· ri ,· L :1 i 11 : y 

the ti i.1 c in 1\' irich tlri s story t oo k p l :icc. S o me hcli<: \1· 1 !1 ,11 

? 
t he trip lo Ho 1a0 o ~: urr0tl l:1Lct• in th e lime of :.1~1rr' 11: \ 1;rc llt•s . -

S ince thi.:rc is litt l e evi dence \'.'ithi -: llt C' I Cxl to !' <dnl fr. any 

specific Li nc , 1><· .:dt in! dotin'.J i :. :1·1p ossililc . It i · ft1•.1gr: :: lcJ 

h e r e t h a t t he r.i o s t 1 i k e 1 y co n l ex l f o r th i s s t. o r y i ~ s "o 11 

after tlie R::i r 1\ocltha re volt. Such :J dip l o1:1at ic co111'l•r<· 11t.v 1·: 011111 

have to have t:ikcn place then hc for c any Jutlcan 1JU \L· 1·111~c11 i 

could be ~sta ulishcu . . ~ voou dclcvatc for such a mi ss ion wou ld 

have been R. S i r.icon for reason s 1-:l1 ich ha :\:e heen menU oneJ pre -

v iously. 

W h a t e v e r t h e t r u e c o n t c x t o f t h i s s L or y , t h c. fa c t t ha t 

it was R. Simeon who wn s tllc ~10 - lietwee n lent.l s su p port t o 

the con t ention that he was a more Sil)nifica11t. per :crnt1 in his 



;;o 

day th:rn of1 •.!II rct:ogniz1.·d. 

T h c Rom n n s \\. · r c c o 11 cc r n c ii t ha t t II c 1 o c n 1 l c ;i d c r s o f .l 11 d c :1 f h o u 1 ti 

m a i 11 t a i n o nk r n 11 d s t o p I h c v a r i o 11 ~ a c l s o f j 11 :; u r 'J c a c c • \•; h c n 

Ro me a ll o1~cd IL ~imeon h. Yoch:ti to rct u c11 10 .lud c:i ,i t \\' :tS 1·: ith 

t h c u n d c r s t n 11 d i II •.I 1 h :i 1 h c a n d II i s l: u 11 c :i 1.111 L". s 1 j f 1 c I h (' r l.' h c 1 -

l iou s anil schi s111at ic c l ernc11 1 s in tli c l :lnil . 

In t he ncxl l:h;-i ptc1· ;ire a 11111 .. ,1 1.n of ,. , .l'u fl~ 1·:h i el1 i ndicate 

t h 2 l c n •.11 h s lo 1\'11 i c 11 l h c r c •.' !> 1 :1 Ii J i :; I: rd •Jo ' t ,. 11 : 1J 11 L 1•:r 111., .1. 11 

order Lo h i-in1_1 stnhili ty t1> Lhc sodcty. 
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VIII CLE.\:'\~ T XG TI~l:HL\S 

.\ftc r the rccstnhli~h mc11t of the .T utlc:111 •JOvcrnmc11t. 

t h c re ,,. a s a 11 e ;! d t o de rn o n s t r n t e i t s :111 t h or i 1 y p u h 1 i c l y • 

There 1·;c rc rn <t11 ~· u roup s in J urlcn who wou l d uu l rc:-idi l y 

accept t he :iuthor i t. y of th e 11c1. qO\" l! l"n 1:1c n1 . ~uric, due to 

their idcolot.n~ c o11 l.t never acccr L t lt r· :111t. h 11 1·i 1 y of tl1<' 

rahld s . T he Chri s li:rns ontl t h e S:1m :nit:111 ~ ~ :1· .. Lhc 1·1 sc l vC; s 

a s i n ti c p c 11 ti c 11 l J r o r 1 t h c .J c 1d s h 1 <: n ti 1.: r •;. !" n I. o o , a f t c r 

such n !J i tte r ,,·nr there we re dj v h :11• d c; 1\' liu t.•1 11 s idcred th o 

ne l\' go\'cr11 r1 e11t :Jll i'.l•Jent of th e r·n l· 1·1 ~ Ho1 l·. ft! n tl tli Li on , 

again st the cstab li sh 1.1c nt. J11rl 1:a 1·: o c; no c ' 1 •·p Li011. 

Yet, th e 11e1·: govcrn 1ri c11t 1·:;i s 1111 .tc r St'\t!l° I' r n· ~. s urc 

fro m llor1c to sta!J ilizc the s ocial or ucr. 1101. 11i c11 did th e 

n ew government <fo~tl wi th the i11 • r alisi •JC11t t•l l' · nls? Tl1c 

and the threat of force to bri111J peace to t h• s ociety . 

B e c a u s e t II c s t or y i s f o u 11 d i n a 11 t11 • h c: r o f s o u r cc s , i t mi g h t 

be useful to present t\\'O of the 11 ore exemp l :ny ones . The 

f i r s t i s f r om S h a IJ h n t :n h , :i n d t h c o t h e r f r o 1,1 E c c l c s i a s t e s 

Rahl>ah X:O, 

There i s a place of tJ0111>tful uncleanness, 
he was informed , and the pric ~ LS hnvc trouble ~oing 
roun d it. Snid he LIT. Siml!oii7 : Does any man 
know that there was a presu mp tion of clca11ness here? 



.\ c c rt ~li n o l d r1 :l11 r c p 1 ii.: ti , II c r c (IL .To h :l 11n11) 
h . Za~ k :li cut d1n; 11 l11 1iit1 ••:< of 1e r 111·? :)IJ . So he 
/ l'r. ~ i l fl rli iii o! l i b~ 1. i s ·~ . ~·: h c r c \' •! r 1 1 < h c '·' r o 11 n ii) 
~ ... s !t1 r dllc ilcc l:lrc d it clc:ln , 1dii lc l\h•~n·vcr it 
\\' 1 S l 0 0 !' C h C ri , r 1\ (.' d i t 0 II t • 

~ :1 i J n c er l :l i 11 1; l d : . :l 11 • T It c so n o f Y oh :l i 
h ... s p u r i f i e d :l c <."' r~ L' t :l r y ! 

S:i i d 111• /Ii . Si 111 ·1u!J' , llnd you 11 0 1. hccn wit h 11s , 
o r c \' c 11 i f y o 11 h :l d h c I.! rl I'.' i t h u s h u t ti i d n o t \' o t " , 
you r.i., 11t h 1\'C s ai.t \\'t.: ll. llut 110 1: t(l!ll you 1·:e rl.! 
\d \. h u S 1 11 d \' <> \ e d •,d I h U S , i t W i 11 h C S :'l i J , ( E \' C td 
whores pn int one :'lnot llc t ; ho1·: much 111orc so s cl1lll:ll.·s! 

II c c :t s t h i s ey e 11 p o 11 h i m , a 11 .i h c d i e d • T Ii c 11 
h c "' c n t o u I i 11 l o t Ii c s t r cc L a 11 c.J s :'I 1 .l u ii a h , 1 It " s o 11 
pro sy ! ~ t c:-. . 

' Th :-i l m :i n i s s l i 1 1 i 11 t !1 c \'.' o r 1 'I ! ' h c c x c l :1 i 11 c rl • 
II e (' :l s l h i r c \'(' c; 11 I' 0 II h i I l '1 IH I It c Ii c c a r1" :l 

hc::ip of l10 11 cs . 

Th e r e arc m:-iuy c lcme uts t o t.his s t O'J.'Y · Fir s t 

t he r e i s t Ii 1: n :'ll. 11 r u o f t It e p r o h 1 cm • T i I, c >' i :l ~ h :l d IH· v 11 I• u 11 t 

upon~ •ir:l··e y :-rrd . Th i s m:tol<: i L i mpo ss i hl1~ for anyo 1w 1:ho 

w a s a pr i cs t 1 o c n t c r th c c i I y . T It c 1 :i1: 1. :i s, a 11 d s 1. i 11 i s , 

t hat p r ic.;ts a rc for lJ idu cn to h :H·e any cr•nt;ict , \-:l1~1t~ o·~ vcr, 1-:ith 

th e <.lea d or ccrict:n i cs. As th e ca pi t, al of t. hc C:i lil cc, it 

w a s a c c 11 t er o f •J o ,. c r n ri c 11 t , a 11 ti t r a 1 I c • L:itcr, in the time 

of J ohanan b . '.'\ ap p :lh:l (d. 27 1) c . F. .) it. \ .'O llltl be t he sc:lt of 

') 

the g reatest J udc an ac::idc my . -

It was bo th bene fi cial Lo the Ro1:1:l ns anrl a s i !J nal of 

the ne1-: S<lniled rin ' s au thority \: l1t.:11 Tibcri:1s was decl ared 

clean . ' lore pe ople cou l d 1101. li ve and trade in the city. 

F r om the ti l7l e of llerod thi s had be e n a a oa l o f the !JO\'c rnmcnt. 3 

Yet, one could a sk hc;w such a dec laration of pu r i ty es ta b lished 

the au tho ri ty of t he new San hedr in? In th e expanded ve rsion 

of thi s sa n e st o r y it is cl ea r . 



li e /R. S i mco11/ t he n s:li d , ' We onqht to 
c 1 e :i 11 ~ L' T i It 1 • r i 11 ~ ( I) f t h c · ! 1~ .1 ii It 11 r i " .r t..! 1 e 1· l' ). ' 

\\' hnl did It(• d o? 111• ool, l upi n1• :ind s1.: :itLc r crl 
th em in t 111! c:t rccL, "llld 1·:hn,. v1:r h:id died (:111d hccn 
bur ied L h••n:) r ose l•J Lh<.: ~11 rf:lcc • 

.\ f II l h c :1 n s :n·: h i II "0 i 11 ' I h i s :111" s a i " • t s h ;l} l 
I no L n :'I "c s po r L of th i s r l de r o f t Ii c .J c 1·; ? ' 

\•: h :i I di d h 1; d 0 '! II c l o I') k :l corp <; 1' :rn d h i ti i t 
in the ~ tn:ct wh i ch H. S i 1.c•o n !1:id c Jt•:111!""d. (s o me 
s1y Ltll :i t he l1 i d i t i n 1111 · s tree t cnll1 ~17 '<~<.! ril1:ih. ' 
a .l d ot l tvl" S i II 1 li<' SLL'C L'l ' I° i ::1r l\ :i r 1l i 11 a . ) 

'Ye s ,' he i·cpli l'1 l . 
li e <; :li•I t.o ll i 11, ' S up (to ... 111•.1 I pr uol llC •' for yo11 

o n e c o r p " l' 1 r o 1•1 l h c r <" ! ' 
11 c a n s \\' c r .... d , ' I; t' i 11 rJ i t. o 111. a n ti s h " \ · 11 1; • ' 

R. Si1:1c l)n It. \o ch ai ::il once pC'rcci\1·ol hy the 
llo l y Spirit t li :it the lll :ln h:iol h i mse l f ld d : 1.: 11 i t 
t her c ; s 1J h <.: tie c 1 :i 1· l· d , ' T ti C' t: 1· c e l h :l I ht• \'; h u i s 
lyin4.J .101. 11 s h:ill stallcl up :ind he who j :. :. 1:.i11di111J 111· 
s 11 a 11 I i L' d 01·: n . ' 

,\ ·1 o t Ii c r \' c r s i o n i s : ' I ti l' c r c <.: t It :1 1 h e w h o 
i s al1ovc sh:ill desce nd :lnol h~ 1·:h o i s IH· l o"· sh<:1 1l 
a s ce n rt : ' :i 11 d so i L II :1 p fH' n • · d lo hi ni . ' 

When R. Simeon dc1>:irl1 •1! he p:ls ~ c<! i hl; Sy nn 1.10'i '" ' 
of :.1 :i !J d :l l :l :i 11 u h c ri rd t It e \' o i 1 • c of ;\ :II· :1 i l h c s c r i IH: 
saying , · 1~1.:11 Yoh;:ii clc:in s l• ol T ihc ri:i ~ ! ' 

R. S i ntc o11 s:lid , • ·.! ny s1•ch -nnrl- s11ch c1>.1c upon nir 
if there :ir e not in 11~ ro ssc f.:-; ion lr:::iili 1 il)HS (from 
my tc::ich i: rs) :'IS numerou s a : 1•1c h:::ii rs of 1.1 :. hc::id 
that Ti her i :i s w i 11 i n t It c fut 11 r c he c 1 t· :111 s c ti , 
a n d \d 11 h c c o r.w ( ;i p 1 :i c c o f r e s i d c n c C' ) f o r t. h o s c 
w h 0 c 1l t ,. t c r II i1 :) II" s ;'l \" e 0 11 1 j' i ll th i s s Jl 0 I a 11 d th i s ; • 
but he u id 11 o t he 1 i c \' c It i r1 . 

R. Si me o 11 s n i d to :\ :1 l.:t i , ' Yo u It a\' c IJ r o ke n 
down t he fence of the ili s cjplcs of t he S:i u e s , ' 
and he :ip1 licd to h i m \\' Il l ;1l llf<t.:..\l\I:Tll Tl l l!Ol:Gll ,\ F'ENCE , 
,\ SERl' E~'f Sl l.\l.L taTE llI '..I ; n11•l so i t. h;:ippcned to hi ri . 

R. S i me on h . Yo lt ni p nsH·d t.h r ottgh (l.:cth Nctufta) 
in th e Snhntical yenr , :rntl s:i 1,· a ma n l)atltcring 
aft e r 1.Jr01\"Lhs of tile se\•c11th ye ar . 

li e sa i d to him, 'Is it not the seventlt year!' 
The ma n r etorted , ' l3ut t·:as it not. you \\'ho 

permit ted it! ror h:we t·:c not l ea r nt: Cf! . S imeon 
says:) .\ 11 nft.er u r owths arc permi tted with the 
e x cc p t i o 11 o f t h e n f t c r a r o \\' t It s o f c a IJ h a !J c , h c c a u s c 
the li ke of tltc sc come not unll e r the hcadilltJ of 
wi l d vcuctablL' s? ' 
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lie repli ed to h i n , ' 1!11t 110 not my collc;-i~ucs 
J i ff c r fro 11 111~ (a 11 d d c c 1 ;i r c :t 11 :tf L c r ~ r o i·: t h s 
forbi d dcu ) !' 

lie :ipj' li c tl to l: i ::i \'. l!() ' O l~ll E .\ l\ETll l'll l:Ol'C:ll \ 
F c:\CI. , \ ~ERl ' l:. :\f ~11 \LI. .: lTL 111'1; :'lilt! s o it h:tPlll!lll'U 

h . I to i ra . 

I hi s st or~· , or s c r i cs of st or i cs , s 11 (I q " ~ t ~ I h ;-i I 

th ere 1•:;i ~ r ecentl y before t he trip to T i licn· i ,s u 

m c e t i 11 ~' 0 r t h c s :'I n h c ti r i 11 • 1) t Ill.' n ·: i s c , LI!'; n : f c 1· c.: 11 c. • I 0 :1 

mccti11 11 a11d a vote 111:ikl.! no sen se. 

I t i s J.l 0 s s i b 1 c t h :) L ' h i s I I cc L j !HJ \"a !" I h (.: r i n · I 0 11 c 

of l he n C\'! l y r c v i s c d S :i 11 hc1 Ir i n • G r a c t 'l. r c f 01· s t o i t 1. II c 11 

he 1: rotc: 

The u nexpected e :1d of th e p1;r " ·c 11 Lion 11.c· :. l lc<I 
the fu t] iti rc s to t heir 11 n 1 i·:e 1 :.1. d. The s c \1 · 1 

di sciple s of .\ k i h a - tl11.! on l y i1 .. i1.., to Lh t· ,. j ,· jt n:; l 
h c r i t a •J c o f f on i t: r t i r:-<'.' s - 1: h o , f o r l h c 1~1 o <; l p : ,. t , 
ha tJ e 1 .. j '.J r:'lLC U lO ftd 1y l o 1; , 1101•; 1·1·t 11 1 d~d . Tht· ~ 1' 

\\'Cre ' lc ir , J u<l:il! be n [la i , .Jose l1Lll r 1t ;i J :if1.:t , 
J o c h a 11 a n o i \ l c :rn n d r i ;:i , S i r: 1.: o 11 It · 1. .1 n c Ir :t j , I 1 < : ·.: a ). 
b ~ n ( or bcn Sh:i r111a) :in cl \cht•11i n l. . '!' hey rcp:d i ·1,;i! 

d i r ec t l y to t Ii c r l a i n of ru 1.11 ion , ! • : : ' · I! 11 o1 a 111 t· 
d u r i 11 •J t h c re,. o 1 u t i o 11 • t o c o n s i d 1; >. 1 h I.! i n t r o ii 11 c L i o 11 
0 f a 1 Cap ye a r 1 L h C C :l 10 II '; :1 r p l' (; It :t I• l) Jr 3 \' j 11 •J J • I.! C (/Iii e 

i n c o r r c c t • .\ L t h e i iJ· ct u c c t i 11 11 :i f i t• r c c c o 11 t. •..: s l 
ensued , pro l1 ;-i h l y 1dtl1 1· cfc r ·~n c0 l<• o ne of tli c ll:t l uchas 
of .\kiha, b11t the disp ut e t.cr111 i n:1t.c:d in a fr l c11 d l y 
s c t t 1 e ITI e II L • ( I 

If thi s was th e mect in ·J rcierrc: <.J to in n. S i meon ' s 

t rip t o Ti be r i a s. i t w o u 1 d n ;:i k e for ;) oon s i st c n t r c c o 11 s t r u ct i o n . 

Havin ~ r eceived the per mis s io n of Ro me to restore local 

governme nt , the l ea de rs of J ude a : :1lei r, Ju<lah , J ose a nd S i meo n, 

ca ll ed a mee ting to e s ta b lish the authorit y of the new body . 

W e ca n u n If e r st a n d t h e c on f 1 i c t t hat mu s t h a v c o cc u i· r c u a s 
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variou s pe r s onalitie s and •Jroups st rll•Jul c tl for po s ition 

i n t. h.e n cw Sa n 11 c d r i n • T It c r c f c r c..: n cc to t h c c ~1 1 en d n r i s 

int er e st i11 9 . One of th e mos t s i1Jnifi c ant s i \111:ll s :i 

n ew 43o vc rn ml! n t. can make in proc l:'l im i nu i t s ;J11Lltoi:it y i s to 

revi se th e ca lcn Jar . li e 1·: ho c ontrol s t he c. ~il c 11 ol ;ir co.1trol s 

the societ y . 

T h e s tru ljgle mu s t ha ve been f i erce . \ II • i , i 1 m :1 t t e r s 

import ant 1,·:is t hat ev e ryo ne , 1 .. ·ith o11t exccpt i r1 1 1 ncce pt tltc 

a u t h or i t y O f t 11 c lJ c \\' ho u y • 1' II c fj r s t tl u l y o ! I Ii i ~ ll c 1•: 

Sa n ltedl'in t>ns to estab li s h st ~l11ilit y. St:i liili l~ ~ou l tl h c 

hat! onl y i f eve r yone "r cco ~1n i zcd i t ::; :111L hori t~· . ; 11:.· th rca L 

to th at :-iu1 hori t y wau d ha ve to li L' s cvctr·l y cl <-·ol I .· it.h. 

Th e inciuc nt at Ti bc rifls \\·:i s :i tri;il J1 :1l lo v11 . T h e 

r e p o r t t h a t t h c c i t y w a s c 1 e a n c d Ji ~ a 1:li r :> c. l 1: o f ri s i n u 

bod ies must ha ve been 1p1 cs tio11 ct! . The i ss u e , 11 0 1,cvc r, 1:n s 

n o t th e t h r o w i n tJ o f 1 u p i n c s o 11 t h c g r o 11 n II • T I! 1.: j s s u c 

was authorit y . T he rabois hnd vot e d ::i r c::l S of T jbc ri as f ro m 

th en on cle an . So me areas ~er e se t a s i de an0 dec l ared 

un clean; other s were consid c r c1l pu r e . To ch nl l c nuc thi s 

was to challen '.Je the :rnthori ty o f th e Sa nh edrin . 

The purifi c::ltion of Ti1Je1·i as 1rns then hot11 a t est and a 

signal of r al>IJ inic nuthor i ty . Yet, s ore c l ements wou ld not 

accept the authorit y of t h e rau bis . T h ey wished to maintain 

1 
I 
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t. he ir u1·: n tr:Jd il ions . Th i s we sec in the u s e of t he 

p h r as " ., \\' It() s 0 hr c :l k (' 1 h l h r 0 II 'J h ::l r c 11 c (' . .• T It c f c 11 \; c i s th c 

v JI .!> 5J d ' 0 t h~ f C II CC :1 r 0 II II d t. h C l :J 1•; , ;1 f C 11 I' C 

c r c :i t cit so 1 c 1 y on r ;i I> b i 11 i c au t lt or i tr . T lw S ,1 111 :id t :in • l hr 

s c r i Ii e , a 11 d t It c h a n· c s t c r , :i l l r c j e c t '-' d l Ii L' 1 :n. o f L II c ~ :rn h c d r i 11 • 

t h c y c It :1 11 c 11 •.1 ·: d i L s :1 u r, h 0 r i t y • ~ ::I k ;'Ii ' t h ,. s c r i I H'. ~ (; (J .ff e <.I ;) L 

Lhe tr:itliLion s of the Syn o d. tl.!t 1 hi.! h:itl li.! cn 1·i 1 h lh e 

rabhi s 1d1c11 th\! vote 1-;::is t :ikcn. '.l<i j od t~· rule 1•: :1f' 1,i 11d i 11'.J 

u pon him . 1101,· c ould the S:-inhcdri n s 11 rvhc , jf :ill ii s 

memhcr s clid not ::iliidc fJy the >l!lj orily H11l c? Thct ~ff il· , 

he was foun d •JU ilt y of IJrC::iU111J th~ 1:11.,1 1 :inti s11 m1•1:11• j l y he 

dieJ or , more likely , wns k ill ed. 

In these s t orie s . :inothcr filj tt rc L l' tl'l''JCS \': lio. ti kli 

N aka i , 1"1 a s rl e t c r m i n e d t o ch ::i 11 c n iJ c fl. S i :11.! o 11 ' s :i 11 1· 111> i i L ~ 

to c l cnnsc t h e c i ty . In on e p::is s:i'JC he i s descr i l1l:1I .1:-. a 

peas:int, in the other fl S a Cuthc:in (Lt· _ a S amaril ::11). lie 

attempted :i public 1lispl ny t.o prove th e scusc l cs:.n t' f,~ o.f 

R . Simeon ' s t.lcc l arat i on. Il e p l anted or fountl, a l1od) i n 

a n area Nhich R. Sir.ieo 11 h:l d dete r mi ned \\'<IS clean . R. Simeon ' s 

r espons e 1 .. ·as a curious ph r ase, "'I decree that he \\'ho i s 

lying down sha ll sta n d u p and hc who i s standinQ uv sha ll lie 

d own.' Anothe r ve rsion i s: 'I decree I. h at he who i s 

a b o v e s h a 11 des c en tJ a n ti h c wh o is IJ e 1 ow sh a 11 as cc 11 d . "' 
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T h i s p h r :t s e 1:1 i IJ h t h ri v c b c c n r.i o r c t h :'l n m c r c 1 y :t c 11 r s e • 

P e r h a p s i t c •J f • · r r ~ d t o :i t o t a l c II :'l tllJ c i n t II c .s t r 11 c t 11 r c o f 

the cou11tn, lh:'lt i s to s:i y , for some period of time 

v a r i o u s ~! r o 11 JI s h ;:i ti h ;:i u a cc r t a i n po s i t i on i 11 t h c s o d c t y ::i n d 

no w the t ;il1l1..?s "·ere turnt·d. Tho s c •.J r o u p s 1·: It i (;. Ii ti 11 1· i lllJ t h c 

r c b c 11 i o 11 1; o r k L' ii w i t h l he I< o r.1 n n s \\. c r c 11 o "-' t o 11 c p 11 r '.I c d • 

\\hile 1111dcr thL· p rot ect ion of Ro n i'.', they c11ju,·1·if ::i Cl· rt:iin 

S t a t U S • ;\ 0 \\' 110 11 e Id t It d r CI•: t It :l t jl r 0 t 0 C I i 0 11 t f :p 0 l: i 11 IJ :i 11 CI: 

coalition of l c:ide r sil i p . 

Thi s con t c n t i on i s s up po r L. rl lJ ~ t h c: e v • ,. 1 ~ s 11 r r o u 11 d j ?1 ~1 

Ju dah ul!n Gcrim , the son of pro svlytc~ . l n 1 I~ c port i o 11 fro i.1 

S h abl>:'lt :J:1h , he nppcnrcd to l1;i \' I.' li• ' vtl 1·e\'.":r•l1· 0 ! hy th e 1: 0 11 :ins 

for i11for11 i11 ~1 on hi s colle :t•JllC ~ , 

( ) 

' 
11 b 1 1 •. 7 us , s Ill c cxn t c 1 • 

written, " Then he [ R: S i r.ic o n' 1. ·· . ""'' i 111 11 t!H· l> trcet. anl! 

saw J udah , the s on of proscl~ l d ' . ' 1 :ti r , :1 11 i c: S t i 1 1 i 11 I h c 

worl d I ' he exc l aimed . 

8 
b ecame a he:'lp of bon es . " If .1 1· .1-tlt , ·1:; t h~ f\.lrme r occouni 

ha s it, was t rul y exalted by f:(111L' , l1<u : Lllcn <.: 011 1\J R. S i meon 

execute him. Th i s co u l ti o 11 1 y h ~ii, pt' 11 \ f Ho 111 c h a cl w i t. h d r a\·: n 

it s pro tection f rom the traitorous e leme111. s of Judea . 

this \\oulu exp lain R. Sir.icon's 11 5c of the pllr;1se , "I dec r ee 

tha t he wh o i s above sl1::i ll Jcsccnd ancl he who i s below shall 

ascend . " It was a s t ateme nt of the new ortlc1· . 

- - ----
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Th e s to1· y o.r the hnrve s tcr, like the oth e rs , represents 

t he 11 1) e ti o f L lte S :i n It c ol r i n L o c n f o r c c i t s a u t h o r i t y • IV h c n 

t h c h n r \' c s t e r r 1 • p l i c d t o IL S i m c o n ' s :i c c u s a L i o n t h :i t h c 

was no t re~dl y IH c:tk in \J the l :i w, he fl UOt c tl R. Sir.icon 

hi mse lf :'lS hi s :iuthority . One woulu th in k th :lt l<. S i mL"on \\' Oulu 

ha ve sho\·.•n k indn ess to so. 11..? one wh o f ollo1.l·lf h i s opi11ion s 

i n la 1·: . But, 1101 I 11 s l c a d , 11 • S i m c "'I n c o 11 cl c m n e ti h i 1 1 :i ~ o 11 L' 

"Wh o l1rc :ikc t lt t h r o 11 91i the fence ,'' ns i f to say , " Tt does n ' t 

m1ttcr l\'h:it l 01· nnr ot her in il i v i cJ u:il r ;11Jhi snys . 11.'li:'Jt m:ittcrs 

i s the :i 11t horit y o f the t ouncil. \ n l.l no on e i s n!J o·:L· 

t he m:ijority rul e. " Or , as he says i 11 t. l1e pa ssnuc f1·0 1·: 

l::cclcsi:istcs Jl ;1 h1Jnl1, ''~ ut Jo not my coll c::iiJ UC S diffe r fl'om 

me ( n n u dec l :uc n ll n f t CrlJl'O wth s forbi tld1.: 11) !" Li ke: t he ot hers , 

t he har\' cs tcr was executed because h 1.: r e j ected th e :iu l hudty 

of the Sanhctlrin. 

The inciden t at Tihcri ~1 s , then , wa~ o n e of cstn hli s hi11~ 

th e authorit y of th e new S :in hcu rin. 11 . Simeo n cnnc n ~ one of 

the mo s t flrcsti1Jir>u s membe r s of the nc 1<. Sy no d a nd uc c n .:1.: d 

that su ch-a ntl- s uc h :i r eas in Tiberia s were c l ea n. Rut , s ome 

e l eme nt s r efused to a ccept his a uth ori l } . They \~ere summa rily 

executed. Le st anyon e th ink that the authority cJ1allcnued 

wa s onl y tha t of R. S i meo n , th e st ory of t he harvester was 

i n cl u de J to cl cm on s t r a t e t h n t t h c op c r a u l c nu tho ri t y i 11 ques tion 

was not that of R. S ime on per s e, but rather that of th e 

e nt ire Sy no<l. 
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Further , th e s tory S U IJ'JCS t S tint a inajor c h :in uc t oo k 

place \\· hen the Syn o •I establi shc1I i t s n u tho ri 1.y :is unqu es tionab l e . 

Some s oci a l c l cr1e11ts \d1ich h n d he r et o f o re e njo yed :i hi v h 

social p o s ition i11 t h e country we r e htt mhl c . T h-.: l c;n.krs of 

t h c n c \\" Sy n o it L h c n co n s ol i d at c d t h c ir a 11 L ho ri t y ;'ls t h c 1 c ;'l tic r s 

of th e c ou nt r y . 
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FOOTNOTES 

1 S i1 ab bat :13 h . -:n :t . , So 11 c i 11 o tran s 1 n t i o 11 

2 Jewi sh Encyclopcd in "Tihcrias" 

3 Ibid . 

-1 Eccl . R., Soncino trnnslatiott 

5 Graetz , op . cit., p. ·13:\ 

6 ShahGa t 33 h , S on c i110 Lr a ns la Lio 11 

8 Ibi d . 

-
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CONCLUSI ON 

1' he f o l l o id n '1 ri et ho ti It as be e n us e J t hr o u IJ ho 11 l l hi s 

proje c t. .\ l'lOrl\inu hyp oth es i s 1rn s made lh:lt in eve r y s to r y 

or legend l h<..1 1·<..· w:i s an cle mt:nt of truth . ,\ft e r we de t c r mi11ed 

what t h c c 1 c n c n l of l r u t h , o r f :i c t. , \•J :i s , l It e f n c t s \ \ I'? re 

a rr an lJCd in .;; u c h :i manner th :ll t hey lent th e mse l v e s t o 

i n t er p r c t a t i o n • P r o ha b l c r i: co 11 s , r u c t i o n 1 · :1 s t h i: 11 s 11 ~HI c s 1 l! d • 

Ea r l y i 11 t h u p r o j c c t :'! n 11 M IJ c r o f h) JI o I h 1..~ s c s \H.' rt' r• :i ll c 

to e x pl :lin the .J :il a . Yet , time :>n J ag:'li11 the se hy p<>t h cc: es 

had to be d1 s c :n dc 1I. Eithe r they failcrl Lo ex pl :d11 t h e 

m a j o r i t y o f d :i t :i , o r l :'I i e r ti i s c o v c r i c s cl i cl • t s u p p o 1· t l h e rn • 

In the en d , th e hyrothc s i s that I< . S i me on b . Yei c h:ii 

was , inJe e d , ;i p o1\·c rful r.i e rn !Je r of the ari s t oc racy pr o v ed the 

best key fo r r econ s tructing hi s life . Fi r s t , this hyp o th e s i s 

• explained t he 11 c c umul at e d data i n a succjn c L w:>y. S ec ond , 

as mo r e data 1,·erc disco vered , t h js hypot lt 1! s i s wa s con t inu a ll y 

suppo r te d . 

I t i s diffi cu l t , if not impossible, to reconstruct the 

psy c he of a n intlivillual no lon') e r living. To explnin an 

h i s t o r i c a l f i g u re ' s a c t i o n s Li)' h i s s u p p o s e <I p s y c h o 1 o g i c n 1 

motive i s fraught with daniJe r. 

Therefore, in thi s ra.-~n struct ion t he s ul>ject' s s ocial 

position was established fi r st . Then his actions were 

explaine d on the ba s is of his "positional mot ive ." 
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Th i s mcthoJ p roved itself ti m~ and again . On the 

ba s is of the recon st ructi on . the nature of yet undiscove r ed 

data W;)S ofte n prerticted . 
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