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Prefatory Note

It wes my intenticn originslly to devote my thesis to &
translation of Moses Chaim Luzzatto's (3> WW*S J\.LJC)\O
with & fitting introduction. But Doctor Neumark disccurszed me
from devoting my effort to & trenslation and suggested the mode
of procedure which I sdopted heree. 1In view of this fect, I hnd to
re ject the originsl title, "Moses Chaim Luzzatto's "Messilath
Yeshaerim" Analysis and Trunslation", snd give it the genersl title

of lloses Cheim Luzzatto's "liessilath Yesherin."
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lloses Chain Luzzatto's birthplace was Padua in Italy} there he
wes born in the year 1707 His fether, & wealthy merchant, recogniz-
48 eerly nis son's literary and poeticel proclivities a&nd furnished
hia the mesns of furthering thexz. Iuz:atto's education was not lim-
ited to Bible end Teliud: h studied Itslien and its cogn@te Latine
_uzzatto soon ceme und=r The influonce of his tescher Isaish Esmssan,
~ho remzined his lifelong friend. Dazsan took & deep interest in the
huy and permitted him to browse umong his books in his private libra-
ry, where the boy no doubt found a large collection of Cabbalistic
#orxse Luzzetto's literary powers begen Lo unfold rather esrlye. At
‘he age of seventeen he wrote a rhetoriec '“"'\\Y:)S \‘wba which
ne dedicated to his favorite tescher, Isuish Bs:< ane

Wwe learn thet ot this time Luzzatto asttended repularly the seg-
.ions of the secret mystic society 3’\ ‘\U"le where he was
iritiuted into the docirires of the Cabbuliste Thi: nystic circle

brought him into contact with the prominent "students" of the Cabbel-

of of his dey, among them heing Isuish Trevis, Moses Tavid Vaii cnd
Jucod Hesak (leter Rabbi in Padue)e These lights of the Cabbelah kin-

iled in the youth the yeurning for the mysticale 4 few years laler we

u
learn thet Luzzatto bucume the outgtanding ligure in the cociety, whiceh

trensferred its segsions to his homes

1 Ze is the descendaent of o long line of celebreted cncestorse For
fegnily history see JoZa Delitsch in Gesch 6« Jude Fuesia ;.
;';I:.

2 DOYS WWD a book in three carts dealing with (1) rretorie in
reneral (2) Poetles, or th: lawcof versification; (3) On poetic license
in Hebrew poetrys To prrt three 1u sppended the drams "Sgemson und the
'niliatine"e 1In this work Lu:z to -hows & thorough knowleige of clasg-
icel rastorice Of the works irst part only was published, lan-
7E Lenberg 1810; Grodn o Jogt in Isre. Annelen 1839.10e5.

t

tun 1727:
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Luzzatto being of o swift and fiery temperament, was captivated by

the Tfescinetions of the "true science" &nd he begen to indulge in its ex-
Lravsgances. He saw visions, end sngels communicated to him importent
tabhelistic nystﬁri;a. He persisted in his illusion thet he had & "men-
tor-engel” (uugg id) who favored him with visionse He had interviews
it “he Zroghet ¥1ijah, Adem snd the fatricrrchse In & letteor sddressed
¢ @ “riend of his, Zmanuel Celbo of Livorno, he wrote in the ye:r 17304
'It ig true thet in the yernr 1727 God sent mo a 2aint from Heaven, vho
cavecled to me delly grest secrets, vhich I wrote down every dsy. Ee
<hen geve me .meny prgqapta (Fn‘l\ib\fﬂ end tolé me thet Z1ijeh and God

k) -

ild converse with me, &nd so it %ks pened”’.
Und:r this intoxicetinzg influence he comupleted in 1727 & book of

150 Pzelms patterned after the Biblicsl Pselters¥ Ee wrote 2 large num=-

stical works to which we zhell ullude laoter.®

Zut in his mystical reveries he did not Zorget his poetical nuse.

7°6 he vegan his drsmutic work TN S\ "Zover of strength’,
z
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r 3tudies, sevond seri

Iscnes e 27-27; Joet in Isre Annuslen 183% noe. O Grueisz (Znglish)

= bupk of 180 Psulwms, imitating feitsalully the blicel Zgulms; they
re o comnsid:rable lite?-:; acrits Oniy two of the Jsalms have been
bli cﬁ - 5587« See Delitach Gesch de Jud Pocsie
ter zdduced vy hiz opponents =8 e~—idence
y clziwed he meant to disgisce “The 3ih-

gartent and Torg of Guarini's "P:stor
iz work &8 "ein grocses Plugiast”, as
invec ngated tha tvo works closely, but s
£ homo the £ et gven to me that Zanusutto
_f,.;:'c‘." a cJewish ule ©& invesies Lhe
enod 97 by Guarinis Tk young g(vet
t Cunrini'z shewe in :mch ay LT fe-
Erihr 1‘1'\.. > T a ::I:C'Y".u.-.J. 0 on t.‘L‘: ';-tt-'l’
Dookk:nd . 122885 3louachz, ke Zencg-
1. I3z s, ibid 4; g onfiix. Greets (Zng)




Up to the yoar 1789 Luzzatto's mysticdl activity was unknown to

mybodye He pursued his work peacably and humbly znd in privacye But

yre W
W ha

guthor wns destine! Lo become embroiled in contention snd strife. A

wher ol striking co-incidents conspired to hurl Luzzatto into the

*.uths of miserye
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fus, lsarned of

A Palestenian scholer, Raphsel Isrnel Kimhi, who possed through
L

uzzatto's ayatical activity end mede it known to ths

hbis ol Venicee A 1little luter, in the . wamer of 172¢, u friend and
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A F ] 1
giscigle of Luzzatte's,Jekuthiel Gordon of Wilne™, wrote to

‘riends in Wilnc cnd Venice an exuvérant letter of proise toucking his

at master =nd miracle worker, loses Chaim Luzzaito, (sncloszing lesves

1 ¢ mystical work of Luzzatto's "Zohar Qinyanz") who initiated him

the Cubbelahe Dhe letters were well intentioned, hut

rt sizghteds One ©f the lotters fell intc the hrnds of the court

~ant lordecsi Jaffe of Viennaes The opponents of the Cabbslah, embit-

red by the ugly outcome of the 3Jhubbethel Zevi affeir, now cest suspi-

sect reports touching the nctivity

o Airect svidence. At zbout

o

on upon the new messiunic uspirsnte The melter even came to the ot-

of Meses Chuces, who now residcd in Altonc. Added to thess in-

{ Luzetto, hi: opponents scon came

o
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his time there appenred from “he pen of

34T« 20 ¢ ic period clso belonzs his R WVY"WRan igitetion ol the Zohor.

1 Jeauthivl ben Lob Gordom of 'ilng, = student of mediecine st the Unl-
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1
Luzzetio an sttack upon and refutstion cf Leon de Modena's senti-
rebbulistic work BN A YW . The beok was entitled RIRARY
'DflliSKDlo The book now gave substance to the rumors tsnd the rasbbis of

Itely 2nd Germsny were wecponed to deal the blow. And the war was on.

Let us psuse 7ere for u moment to locute the environment, soecial
«nd religious, with which Luzzztto ceme in conflict and which wes re-
zonzible for the violence und hostility towurd him snd the Csbbeleh.
Zuzzutto lived in & time when the Shabbettcl Zevi uffeir wss =till fresh
in the minds of the peoples Cabbelah's fete was seeled with the fall of
the lust messiunic pretender and impostors It wes but naetursl that the
uzly outcome of the affair should heve & parelyzing effect upon mysti-
cismx. Most people felt that it was harmful cnd menacing tc the cause
o Judeism to =llow indiscrimincte mysticel study. The rebhis espec-
inlly now set their faeces herd &z flint sgeinst the Cabslluh.

It is well to note in this connectionthat it is not the content
07 2he Caballah which evokeéd entegzonism, but the sduliteration of its
voinciples by inmature pe:sons, or by scheming impostors. The Csbbalsh,
the rabbis ssid, is not for all zorts and conditions of men; it is for
the favored few who zre especislly endowed with the faculty to graesp its
zysteriea.s

Now, we cen easily understand that the rabbls of the time who
were bent on weeding out sll Ssbbsthisn influences, detected in Luzet-
1 Leon Modena (1571-1646) rebbi and goet in Venice. He demonstrates in
this =nti-Csbbelistie work ® A *\X thet Csbbel ' h i: not & true
g¢ience snd shows thet the Zoher is a modern composiuion.

%2 See Deutsch, ?hilosophy of Jewish History, pe. 70 f.

3 Thiz 12 clesrly chown by Deutsch ibid, p. 72-73.



10 & rebirth of the pseudo-messish movement. They set out to lay him

lowe They spared no effort, nor trickery in doing so.

Luzzatto became aware of the precariousness of his position. He
wrote ut once a submissive, but honest letter, to explain metters away.
de denied the charge that he wes a Ssbbattlan. He remonstrated and re-
cisteds He declared that it wes not his intention to become a2 noteriety.
Ee agserted his inslienable right to teach privately what he knew to be
the truthe In concluding he ramarked significantly: "And now, let happen
wvhet may, even if bound at the altar,t£ will never renounce my pious
sense, &nd through fear of men foraake.EOmmanda of God."

The letter &t once gives us an insight into the soul of the mys-
tice He i3 not & men of strife. He 1s modest end would live in solitudee.
Hi: goal is to catch = glimpse of the Infinite. He iz guite chary sbout
cttocking irreverently the rebuis in suthority, but he will not hold his
pzace when his motives are cuestioned. We cen not help but feel that we
ure in the presence of n distinguished and herocic men.

4t the seame time, Luzzetto endeavored to enlist the co-overaticn
of the rabbis of Livorno, upon whom he looke? &s friehds of the Crballnh.
Ee forwarded & strong letter, together with & leaf from his "Zoh#r Tin-
yona" to Emsnuel Cntbol, but th: message only excited the Livorno rabbis.
"hey felt that his cleim to proohecy was not well established and they
urged him to supply them with more accepteble evidence, or they would de-
nounce hin as a gucck and impostore

In the meantime, lloses Chsges, the violent foe of Cnbbalah, was
cgitating sgainst Luzzatto, snd finally prevailed upon the rabbis of

Germany to pronounce & ben sgainst hims. The ben ngeinst Iuzz«tto was

leunched in 1730.

1 in extr-act of the letter wus given snbove.



Tc counteract the hostility sgsinst his beloved pugil, Bassen

want to Venice snd made a strong ples before the Venitian council for
luzzetto, but the rabbis suspected Bassam of pertislity amd would not
let matters drope To clear up the situation Bassan was apgpointed memwber
of en investogation committee, authorized to summon Luzzotto and extreact
rom him a confes:zion or retraction. 3ummoned before the committse,Lu-
zzatto broke down snd recanted. He promised to put away &£ll Csbbslistie
sveculation from his hesrt, snd sgreed to store away sll his Cnbbaliszstic
writings in hiding. The recantetion was received with much joy by the
robbis, who asccuitted him znd conferred upon him the Rsbbinicel degree.

( ADYNOI.

But Luzzatto, in zatisfying the Venitisn rabbisg viclated his own
.ture by surpressing his inner yesrnings. He tried to silence his
ssticel cravings, bdbut in vaine He could not contein himeelf; it wes

in nls bones "like & raging fire" and he hsd to yield to the call of the

J
AAYON TN DD "true science” . He returned to his heresy and

on produced another Cnbbalistic work: "First Princi les of Zcience znd

“rutht, DX HINONS Dy ohh 'y

¥is relupcse reusched the discerning eerg of the Venition zealots.
Thay iume~ictely daspatched ":ecret service" sngents to keep &n eye on
he infidel. Re.orts were spread thst instruments of conjuration were

cun?® in hig home: th.t he gprescticed «ll forme of mugic and nacromsney.

“veryrhere vulgar lies were inv

(84

n

o

ed to dring upon the young poet sheme

otz, ~ho sueanks disparsginzly of luzzutto's Cebbalistic teapera-
en., casiszng hi: reluuse to businoss reverses uné domestic infelicity.
Ehid o iFe

2 Jacoh =Smden in his J‘\xl\j“ J\_\\n sccounts Tor the

#iclent nnd unuerciZul deslings of the rebbis,to Luzzatto's loss of for-



But this time Luzutto wus firm =nd unyielding. He did not d-sert
cuusee He remained inflexible &nd unbending. He declared that the
rutbis of Venice had no jurisdiction in Psdua. Hi: obatinscy led the
rubhpis to pronounce the edict of ex-communicetion of 1735, an extract of
«hich appears at the beginning of this brief skeiche The ban not only
‘ndemnad his writings to the flemes, but condemned the young poet of
iwy-seven to & 1ife of woe and wanderinge.
Luzzetto could not remuin in Psduas He left home znd s1l «nd
werted for the "City of Refuge'", Amsterdame. But he did not go to Am-
ordem directlyy He stopped et Frankfort-on-the-mein in the eacrly por:

.2 1725, to visit Rebbi Jucob Cchen Poperst

of Pragues But R. Jzcob

hen wus not diegosed to zhow mny hospitelity tc the outlaw and Cabhbdbel-

13i% He dealt itk him most severely and searchingly: hs woas not inclin-
luzzetd

*3 zpure him. wis arreignad before the Anbbinicel Council in Frenk-

rt und indicted. The wenry refugee was crushed. Luz:atto was physi-

ot

y snd mentelly too weak to resist und for the szeccond time gsve ou
nd recanted. He wus compelled to texe tn outh, groulsing to sbhendon

Lke study or tublicstion of the Cabbalistic works up to his fortieth

e«r, nd then nly in Pslestine. He nlac promises Lo delivaer zll of
Nebbelistic monuseripgts to the rabhis of ¥runkfort. Iuzotto foiled.
Ti.ilivted und scorned, he left Prankfort wund rersiref to Amgterdasm, the
ven of refuge.
tune. hey were more forbeuring when he wss ‘evlthye Sce Gruetz (CGor-
nl ¥ 578.
1 *wiand of Luzzutto's Teth r-in-lew Trvid Pinzi. See Ksufnanibid



L)

tto was sccorded s warm welcome in Amsterdsm. EHe found his

=]

Luzz
rroundings congeniasl snd soon moved his family to the Duteh copitel.

20 2 rn his liv.lihcod he engoged in polishing opticsl lenses - "as

Spinoz& hud done". In ¢ short time he esrned tvhe cdmirstion of the
suire community and scparsntly lived in hecupiness.

In 1759 he lecrned

L

, to his very reul regret, th:t the mystiesnl
.c.damy in Prdua wes disintegreting. He wrote letiers o encourzpement,
24 when some membersof his frumily determined Lo return to Pudux, he

snt throuzh them = long letter, urging his pupils to be strong =ad €O
sntinue t¢ study the "True Science". He n doubt uursued secretly

.

stical investigetiona. !Mysticisum wss more powerful thun his FrankTort

In 1740 ke published in sterdom his"'essilath Yesherim", the
~% hichk formz the study o this thesis, und in 1743 he jpublished

Ny AN ‘\‘\"’L sn introduetion to the Talumde Niz chief work
NI NN O wrSipperrea (150 in 1743, : '

Luzzstto was swaiting the expirsiion of his spirituul exile, the
py moment when he will be releused  ublicly Irom hiz osth und then

would 70 %6 Prlestine where he couid revel in the nysteries of the
n phuluh unhos, red. In 1746, in his fortieth year, he took his wife
nd son tnd left Amsterdsm for Pslastines But ns he resched the thres-
wold 0¢ the Boly Tend he was smitten by the olsgue und fied (1747) in

't Jon Deeos Ho wes buried in Tiberiss at the side 0f the grive

“:bhi fkzibe - the anriyYe.



Plen, Purpose And Scope Of The "Messilath Yesharin”

I The "ilessilath Yesherim" is @ brief ethical trect: zomprise
2¢ chapters T:J'"Pﬁﬁ, the trirteenth chayter heing the dividing
line between the first twelve snd the lust thirt en.-’ Luzzatto tares
13 the framework of his ‘-.:o;: the well ~nown "2Juble of Virtues", iT—

ined in the Zssene 3ernshs of A Zhineas b. Jeiry” Y SY ”ll‘ll
'hssb TIVY NT NN NAND TINO(N AXTH XATMAN

DITHIATITMS ivn TN 'xan pranxs = iR 1Y)
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1 The popularity of the bhook 2en e measured by the larze nunbhor of
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-Ce  In the Zast there ure ".leszilesth Yesharinm” ~ogic uu“. devoted to
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Abstinence; Aostinence to Sincer-

ity (purity of motive); Sincerity to Saintiiness: Suintiiness to
ileernessg; leekneas to Fesr of 3in; Fear of 3in to Holinecs; Holiness

1sads to the Holy Spirit."”

:trenge therefore, that Luzetto zhould klso have selected him 2s o
tyve of uletye It has been shovn by Frinkel that “. “hineas be.

Jsolr wae en Sseenae Jee lonatsschrift II, 40; Zelitschrift, 184C, o.
41 Ze ef Zpstein U n ni‘J\b"t’:Yo pelX £

g
e
d Tzne Vol. II pe 497 fe Eirsch in ‘.-.',,.; HJeyim, Luzus
T
é

L]
cner AZ00e g
BTN v = .
- ' 5 - 1 toh - Rl reng
¢'s "Path of ¢ Righteous' ", p. 6, pointa to the frct thet Phi 18
Zen Jeir traced Zvil bock to the Yetlzer Hare (llidre Dehes 32, Jars
Jusnith, GC ¢) &s our guthor doese.
% iz worthy t¢ note in this connecilsn that Luzzetto in his bodk,
drsws 1l his illustretions of piety, not I=o0m: zcholsrs, but from
churacters »no hecame popular because of thelr zetintlinese.
1 Qnere n¥e many veoriidas ol thni: cus Zeruitha. 211f "Chain uf
" found «lso in lishns
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Our suthor is not the first to allude to the Beru:tha of RHe
_hineas be Jsir, most of the medirsevel und late moralists guote cne
~ cnother link of the "chain" in support of their exhortations to z
ious life-l But so fer as I could ascértzin, our gcuthor iz the only

yne to adopt the"cstalogus of tem Virtues" &s the fremework of his beok

14 40 carry it through its uninterrupted seguence.

Our suthor's divizion of the book into 26 chepters requires

. explanztione Chepter I ic introductory, dealinz with man's destiny
iy the Worlde In the following chapters he deals with cech of the ten
+irtues from several mspects: (a) an exposition ol the virtue Jroper;

5) & detailed snalysis of the virtue "\3‘31"\101‘ *“ 9"\ |m

Ge

5

z) the methods of scquiring the virtue; (d) the hindering circumsiancese
o come ©f the virtues he devotes four cheapters, carresponding Lo the

s

ronentioned divisicns, while in desling with others he combines the

-

s.ur into threec or two chapiers (except Kedushsh in one)”
¢ !

Phe "ilessilath Yesharim" is & systemetic hook, dealing with
weoretical, as well =s with practical ethics. The "Messilath Yesharim®
,C mind, hes its legitimate plsce with Bachiyc's n\'l'l‘)“ MANN
.y3 Ivm Gebirol's VRIT N\ \\?J‘\ o

Luz.ctto docs not eim to register nll the precticss and regulation of

sood conduct; his eim i: to record the principles of Athicul hehuvior..

35 introduces these peinciples by 553“ Wi\ . ke

iliote, hovevar, that in mo:ct cnses ~he version of Wishnzh 3Setzh is
clted b most morelists =znd not Abodch Zare 20 b, which our author pre-
ISe

£ See part II of thesis.

i: interestine to note that these three hooks, though written by

-1~ b |

t 1
-stics are comparatively free fron 'vhuic' sme Note clso thet the
arcse SYVIAN \\"M‘\ is & common phrase with Luzzetto.

o I
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discretion of the individuad, as well s

It is refreshing to pick up the "Messilath Yeshorin” after a
rusel 07 socwe of the other prominenmt devotionzl bookse Most of the

icur" boOoks ere gsinlully unsystematic und discursive, presenting a

loy o ldeas, & conglomeration of =thies and uwysticism, zenze and
perstition, loosely arrsnged and poorly assorte?s Luz-:atto writing

. ayastematic bcok on Ethics in the middls of the eightoenth century
nzd 1 enorm-us tsask before nime He hoed to seleet out of the whole
n“uzed and “luid mess of Lussy Literature, the essentisl end -ut-

;sanding elements mnd reduce them to \)53 principles of con-

Le
The ‘hole hook i: interspersed with Eiblicel and Zahbinie
tationge In Tect, luzzatto stands on the ground entirely of Zebtin-

ic Zithies, and upon tredition. He selects larrely, however, for illus=-
traticn, thoee Euggadic portions which Aeel with the saintly proctices
the nneient Ha £icdl .s8enes)e.
otrange, s it mey zppear et firs® blush, there is not & sine
rie a2llusion to the Zcheo “he 3ible o the L nlistse™ Thiz fseture
;a3 more striking in view of the fuct that mo:zt of +he 'musar”books
re replate with psssages Zrom thu Zohsre (32e .lijak de VidnsTYWWEN
NANDNr the WYH AP \\}OQ\ AN etce ) Luzzatto, the grest -ys-

tha 4CL. tudiously avoids reference to ite This

found 1 n: ternal circumsisnces of Luzzatto's 1ife. It
ill 2g led thet in the yorr 1735 Lutzatto was forced to re-

w8 £ tudy of the Keblzleh, to Aizcontinue sgll writing on the

.« = ‘o8 - : - - T ' v - Dl i S i - m™
Jrat ng o wis Tortieth y rr, und then cnly in Pzlestinee The
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wisssilath Yesharim" published in Amsterdam in 1740 wae no doudbt

dure

*kst period.

-

i | The Purpose o7

cilude

The book,

the author's spirituel exile.

to the Zahzar In hni

¢ whole, howvever,

It is clesr that Luz-
s published works dur=-

is stronzly tinged
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\SIY® These must go beyond the virtues cnumerated in the first
twelve chaptersa; the. must gain a close grip of ¢1l1 prelirinasry virtues
“rom SNVTVYNTY to \U\—\:h WD . Szlntliness, scecording to

adaa L1

~uzzatto, is not for 11 zorts end conditions of men; it is for th

re® few, and through their piety a1l of the people will henefit.

At this point Luzzatto takez the opportunity Lo correct the
.cpuler notion touching plety. 1In the minds of most pecpla, he declzares,
pioty i: identiflied with feats and vigils and pencnces und the recitel
o iong proyers and confessione ; the suintly l1ife with many is cynon-

ymoug with & sour and stern asceticlam, including the taking

]
(]
¥

4

o
=
o
=

né lce buths, and thée like. Lost people mistske the rechanicnl prze-
rice for true pietye Agecinst such & conception our suthor rebels. '~
¢ tranglate saintliness in terms of cxternsl practice

its very scule TV ATUI AT YHSI A XOR DIV XN ; it s
the cuter halls without ev.r attemcting to entsr the

;@e It is sheer ignorance of the resl moving spirituel forces which

(&

g3 thut sort of iletye JSaintliness, as Luzzatto undaerstands it,

love of God and the love of cur fellow

o
]
-
ct
= 3

L g s Jorvice nd Tl__vh‘b 11‘-‘1
'

alie It sucks itsnutrizent not from the nusk (ritual prectiece), but

roz God, the hcurt of ell thingse ZLuzzatto does not fail to add that

’ rtein amount of physiecel scli-Aiscipline 1: egsenticl to the pic
"¢, tut to identifly excessive asceticis. with AR\ S\ b“i denger-
-8

~he"l:sgilath Yesherim" i1s t0 serve then,us o corrective i
vecte It will be recailes thut Zuchya in nis "Duties !

Ve C sinteing thet fu.t ug Yhere vee varictions in the phyeieel

R lad . n, 0 thzre cre correagoniing veristions in their :ouls;
thure zre soulsg of prect zower nd cl:0 of meaner, capecitye Thi
- ra’t ~ N la ar o d * .
wat for the™zZleciion Jneory zet forih by Luuzavto.
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4 rt" set before hiwm the same task. In hi: day the same condliliion

m

_rawoileds People were serupul.ous in fulfilling +he AR SN
ine "duties of the 1imbs", the outward expression of the religi
“i’e, but were deficient in S\\‘lﬁgh S\\)\“ "the dut

.ort", the inwerd intenticon and attitude. Luzzatto's divisisn i

o

us

iy

(=N
}

es C

t identicsl with Bathya's, dbut there is a2 striking iimilerity of

m
w

~orthy of notice - especially -ince Luzzailo
o -

»
-ho~s considerable dependence upon 5“ \M

throughout the b . ak

L

III mhe Scope oF the "liessileth Yosharim" is to tecch ny mewns
[ S T, . i - B & . - . o A1 AOaY on - e - . - -
2 the "ten graducted virtues" how 10 clicanse onc self of every veslige
o salf seeking und self cpprecistion sné rise 4 the heights of worl-
-
14y 'nd noliness. ILverything thet savours of evil ¢nd zin must vaonian
<hirough & process of sell purilicuvions Lu itto wims to pguide the
vorace men t0 the crade of Zsrddik wnd the “"inltiete" To lhe grans of
nish i1z the hizhsst cchievement in which even the corihly
sires zre capitelized for ithat ~jetleal eletlion valeh lezcds 0 coOm-
tsn -ith the Holy 3Spirite | WITUP T N
.\-'.‘ gl o1 roadition 0 aLl Bt :I.i‘i:.._ h.liness is the i,r.‘:l'..':_u',r;llt cnd
tognt soplicssion o7 peinfal ellort. Holiness 1= not a high im-
g 1 hel; 1T 1 jescerste und conlinug zanpnigne God's frece
Ly
rarigael "_G. *ut be FEL 8 .gl&fﬁl: sur efioris if wé hove €X-
reosed rsalves to the utnost 1 cLolid nd restless gervice

FJ

7

-
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Chapter III

~he Fundamentel Ethicel Conceptions of the "lessilath

Yeshorim".

In this chapter, devoted to & brief zenersl survey of the
nnok, I shzll not dwell upon details, since I have presentes in
-+rt IT of this thesis s complete ond detziled swmmary in snslyti-
1 fushion. Iiy object in this brief chapter is to record the

<«lient features, Ethicul and Philsosphicel, conteined in the hooke

T Lnzsrus in hig "Ethics of Judeiam"(P-rt I, pe 11C) says: "In
orizin Jewish Zthies i3 Theologic +.sacccccsccees For men's
ill «nd conduct there are standards - thut i3, mworzl luws to bhe
2d, und God is the laow-giver. Juduism repords whet is morslly
58 'nd plesging to God, morel lsw und divine regulsticn us insep-
g ~ santat™
- A L L2LUVSe
Luzzatto "s"!legsileth Yzshurem" nferne in on emlnent degrae
.
H 0 L 15" eharacterizution of Jewich 2thica: Luszzutto, too, de-
- L L]
rives She sanction for hi:z ethicel seachinz fram Gode But Luzzattc

i Z.YUus,
at Tagr*h
v the it
s . T i
ouz", La
to 284k
~anice %0 Go
rinci
lshed
THOWN
ticles® T. Neumerk in thi istter in iLhe S Tole ©
. . ™ ~ - . v asr s =~ % - —_—_— L ¥
. . .'. [ .‘44- -n Cie :-C-':A'.‘r. J o ..;,1‘ :‘nc;,l,. b 45 e B TT Te
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she mystic goes even z step further. The divine regulstions for him
e AL

are not cn end in themselves; they sre only = means | w LA iS\')‘K. to
unlock the mysteries of the universe tnd to atvtein thereby the higher

life: i. e. sbsorption in God.

5
TT che motive for zction plays an importent purt in Tuzetto's 2.
M‘“urity of motive TN VIVIDin the senze of NININ RN

constitutes for Luzzatto the highe:t incentive %o getione And by

“\?\Iﬂluzz;tta goes not mczen mere formsl sincerity, but sincere znd
intense Love of God, and Fum=nity, withont any referencs to =s81fish end:e.
Zuzzatio speaks rather disapprovingly of the external motives -
ope of reward =nd fear of punishment - =g befitting only the igno-

the
cznt crowd who live on /ardid plere of do et das, even in matters re-

liziouse These are incapchle of ennihilating self. 7o inAuce chedience
1 . - - . e P .
those .eople the sages at ull times hud to use “he motive AJJERY NNy

But the profounder view is thet which looks beyond self, bh.yond
ward znd punishment - the view which sceks o honor the Home of God
Yo zlorify Him throuzh dceds of loving kindness =nd justice

ritie conteaplatione This nmo ve OMVIIINNY N\XN s Severence rether

t Tirst blush, it would spuesr that Iuzzetto in his elocuent
lez Zor disinterested #1080y, rejects entirely rewerd «nd uvnnishment

et
d




1. et uz _ucte from the introduction: XN SNSHN N» VY n\P\a\
S TH MO DT TN pRR N P 38D At =

DN R 1D PR Yox DVPRD Sx g Son X2 1S QRTWON AR grivnxd
-TAX DUHHT e $Y 1 MP wex A6 BV IS XN

2 t4o n_prouches Xint's Good Will yrotty closely, but does not
R tRe1 Aint 1y Jewish. t's Good Will is re

- T + A T~ = y 2y o1 ) -
1 o, (= G ic renernl),
1 root n oG By ive of reward, t highl -
s A 1 te?, 1 av. rithel g ery [ A

suiin ¢ r Yure cnd Pree 7il1l. O 5-
2 - o ad - % .1 -
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11z soul into sin, or subdue his pessions und espouse the zood

Sut Lhe Torah™ is the most efficscious cure for the meludy in
‘v nutures ( WY "W ), Dhe heart filled with Qoreh is immune
“rca the wiles and guiles of the Tetzsr Harz. Our zuthor guotes the

Jenoud rebbinic passage: "If I have creuted the Yetzer Haras, I have

trained judgment and drugs himself to death. To s.propriute the

% & w - . . - - o &
2sihical standards of the Torsh reguires & tremendous smount eflort
4 snergetic cttentions llan i3 by neture indclent «nd reluclant. lan
130 hes certein resistances to wor-. t he 1s the ster of his owmr

o o Yoetser Horse See Bur. CU-BLl; 3uccen 51be.- 02z Kidd S0bEl.
2z2be Bathra lia, Yous G69b-T0bh; Sanhed. ie Gene. HRabte LZ2-54.
1 Viewe” in tris manner Jewish Zthics is tonomecus, &s dsumork points
wude
- - .
-~ 3 4 lto“‘ - T - 3 by | 2 4 R
2 Joran Ior Luzzavto 135 not Woe the Lew, 1t he euploys 1€ in tThe
- r 4 quir it 1 ledge agoninlly &h i 1icgit =nd veile”
LHa€ € LatTuacti on, Knowledge, eSpeClulliy Whe lLpilCiv D velld
yrats 07 the Lewe Doragh i: used in tihe uysticoal M s=wad aiwsn:ciise.

< A8 & nicyg, O: rt’.‘li;‘:.-!': and Zt LC3H,
..... t The Jew never divorced the trought
3 relstions to God. Ee vlwaeys am-
81 Judaism i« religion, not =
ilodc onvenienge end clcorificetion, writers
: se Relipion propere 3ee Heuunsrk in NOYWN Vel 6




modern ground, when he maintainc thst instinets cen be modified &nd
inhibited by acquired habits, thet new moral tastes can be developed.
lan is not a fstael sutomaton, or a helpless cresture predestined to
¢in, morelly blemished beyond redemption (except through God's CGrace
zlone) a8 Celvinism teaches, but rather that men's reason and will
ond energy can effect & complete transformetion in his conduet and
chorecter.

Eabit and reflection \l\‘lﬁ"\h\ TN W ere for Luzzatto, ss
z1s¢o for modern psychology, the two grest forces meking for good. Lu-
zatto formulates the law of morsl hebit in & number of passeges (sce
Part II)s. Let us paraphrase his conclusion$. A virtue observed gt
first mekes the same essier later. Constant physicel znd spiritusl
discipline end by fashioning & man completely over szsin. Hsbit

15 second nature, hence its power for good zs well a5 for evil. To

11¥]

ain & close grip of the higher life we must meke sutomatic snd hsabit-
.

usl those actions which lead to the psrfected morsl life and gusrd

szalnst growing into weys thet are likely to impesir our morgl mechan-

iste . llon has traps and enemies, sllurements snd besetments all

glong the way, but he can triumph over them in the =zce

new morsl hsbits. Repetition is sn invalusdble sid, it must fortify

e . 2t
"] W

the hebit to such & degrese us to enable it to cope wi

0

dera under uny circumstencesd.
Luzotto's psychologic insizht is further attested by his succes:-
"ul forruletion of whet is now cslled the Jumes-Lenge theory of the

L . - - g 4= d o
that Luzetto fore-

‘.l-
t
w
el
o
fa

otiong. I have in part 1I of the thes
dowed the theory with striking scientific ascumen, ani demonstrated

the manner

b
o
s |
ct
o g
o
B
B
o
Ly |
@

-

its pedegogic velue for moral instruction.

trectment of the tem virtues by cur suthor shows his knowledge of

o




psychologic processes.

Refelection is enother illuminating morzl guide. Ignorsnce is
+he enemy of perfection. But with Luzzetto, the mystic, \y3IvanTM
iz more than mere logical, syllogistic ressoning. It is mystie
contempletion and meditative researchs Let man bethink himself of
nis crude and lowly origin end his end; let him contrazst the trans-
jency and venity of the materisl with the persistency and reslity of
the Divine, and his heert will be stirred into thanksgiving, sdorstion
-nd homagee. Let man spesk this in his heart and he will rise hum=-
tl.r end more lowly. Hsbit is only the tool in the hand of reason,
the fellowship of the two mekes for true moralitye.

But men's effort, indispensable =s it is for the moral 1ife, wust
te supplemented by God's graces This thought is slresdy found in the
Jolmude Let it not be misunderstood. The doctrine of God's grace,
s5 expounded by Iuzzetto and the Talmud, is not identical with the
shareh doetrines Luzzetto's is & highly morel conception. lan sc-
nowledging his dependence upon the creator and Feountain of Strength,
sust ster 11 is seid snd done, turn to his God for re-inforcement
in life's battle with Evil.

It is worthy of notice in comnection with the remedies against
the Yetzer Hara, that Luzzatto does not recommend stern ascetic

orectices, or -‘omplete withdrawal end retirensnt from ths world. He

[ &

rzes & heslthy ssceticism. To reduce 1life's enjoymsnts to & minimum
is commended, not us sn end in itself, but rether zs & means to holi-
nesse Castigation of the flesh and self torture are dispsraged and
brended os undewishe The body is the shelter of the immortal soul;
rence it must be kept clean end in good heslth. llystic, though he is,

he stends entirely on Jewish ground.

is to withdrewal from life, it is sinfule. Remoteness snd slcof-




ness from life's defiling influences is recommended, but flight from

scciety is unjewishes 70 te in the world wné yet tc rise sbove it
W L

is the Jewish ideals Fight cnd not flight sums up Luzstto's, as well
cg ,Jewish attitude. Perlection can Ve achieved even zmong the volum-

inous currents and provocations of life. It i3 not necessary to hide
mich shuts the world out of sighte 7To live in 2o

tetion end sin und yet to remain untainted, should be the

Finelly, the Yetzer Hars can be smployed s the servant of the
ode Thig is the highest stage in the uorel lifee To capitslize

ctural propernsities for good is the rsdisnt distinction of the

icetione 20 elevete even the gnimsl Zunctions to the plene

- 1 N~ * -] 4 - H e - - 3} " 2 ' o
loed the reader or student by uecns of the "ten virtues" Irom one
- - & e o -~ = - i | 3 - - ~ - Tl =] o < &
cveze 1o the otneY, eacn stage telng 2onsidared 1Lhe cause €L 18 3uc-
tho
g0r. Iln / .ast stag




N TY
- -
1 AT L2 tIeey =YV O MER Wit il "‘1"'\'!,’ mwhmTa
5 +4 v od o Y bwd s - e r - - alde &b '
* T '\l‘).u"ﬂJ-f- - :v-.."‘"v-‘rrh---l!" AT ATTALDNT 1T TR Y ATADOOD
. - - b - s Sy - - e o oa - fesmd & - - - L - - . - ia - .
AATT AT AT ATTATIATIY Y TRETI MTUT T
ddds " L i R .oV . Sidll LY -

iters II - VI Treating of Virtue of tehi
Cheptors VI - X Trat of the Virtne of Zenl.

pters X - XIII Presting of the Virtue of >
Cheuters XIIT - XVI *ranzing of the Virtue cf stinencee.
Pherters XVI - Treat iy 0¥ the Virtue of Sincerity.
hhroters XVIII Tracti 0? the Virtue of Seintline
Chuot IV - E¥V1 2raot i 0f the F 07T Zine
Ch I “rent * +he Virtue of Eoliness.

L3
L
£
.
by
’_n
-1
“
»
1
1



iny

Dest

LYDDIY A ORUET) AT SWR L

nn's

g

|
-

~
o1

eating

L &

Maa

vy
W e8P |

ot

=

sttt

4 ld

-

for

t crected

T SRS = e
sfass Ll

.-
(14]
Q

oY
L~

w
-~

o

“wd

o

ve

S
C

hoth:

@

oYr:

2]

wnd

.e.

[{5]

*h o 1B

nap e

Tl -

-
Q

TN WX WNS

g
|

-

nea

er,




2

if on the other hend, he triumphs over his baser self, and unites with his

God, und utilizes this world for the enlurgepent of his soul, he is sexslt-

.@ 'nd the world is ennobled theredby. For.the worldly forces attein.s
cregter distineticon when they are made to serve the high purpose of the
yorfect snd holy man.
This world is only preparstory to & higher existence in the world

t: .0Zse This can not be the be all and end-ulle Consider the g&in nd
guffsring and fretfulness on carth - snd then deaths At this point Iuz-
0 the duulism of world end souls The scul and the world are
two distinet and disperate entities. The soul's plessures ar not enrthlye
The zoul is @ creature of & higher worlde The corth is not the suitable
NOXW XAIX X% 7D WA daun pamx NRVAT X

12 But God bresthed it into man in order, thet through it, he
=~y receive hig reward in the world of reglity. The soul must, for this

resgon, be telerant of its environment, and learn to like its temporary

SRR TR gloasal el Bx OXDd MWW N
Q1N ORI ATRS XTI

Zu~zatto warns us not to disparasge the nobility of humen 1life in order to
2tznify the superiority of the soul.

The funetion of the Mitzvoth is now clesre The commandments sre
the means throuzhr hich perfection can be attaineds Eenca the L
reyulire our utmost care and punctiliounsness. "2he conclusion of The met-
ter iz this", says our author, "thut the pur,ose of man's exicstence is
Ve obg rvence of the commandments end his cagpecity to endure in triel -nd
tezitatione” The worldly enjoyments have their value, only in so Jer as

viey furnisgh him with $het mentel end spiritusl discipline and comgposure

1 Hirschn Aetects in thi: phruse c protest egeinst the esceticism 0{ church
ietigne. This conception of the meul's suwericrity iz Plutonice The Zo-
- bftace Bk s vad Rl Ehe tips Follovwede Sne Ables®r JTowe:'-wsot
3 2311 46 e de M - — o e o) . v R I S i ls e ¥4 3 J.‘,‘-.o. wiGVe, .,.,,I—
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which eneble him to devote hi- ‘-‘-1:"' \':};ole heartedly to the service of his
vskere In fect, God should uc 22:-1 a:\nl.v concerns All his doings must
lead to that ends He must endeavor to bresk through all the partitions
which separate him from his God. r;‘; 157 pomnh M 7D ~Wavh

u\? He must so cast off everything earthly, so that he will'vol'un-
tarily end unconsciously be attracted to the divine, even as iron is
gttraucted to the magnet.

70 realize the divine purpose, as set forth here, the msuthor

urges us to ri:ze through a persicstent applicetion of effort in the sscend-
ing gradients of conduct, outlined by R. Phinehes 3. Jair mentioned sbove;

the Tirst step being MmNy waetcnhfulnesse
CEAPTERS II = /.

Treaeting of thc Virtue of Vestehfulness

lon must exercise vigilsance end circumspection in all his doings.
Lz should consider carefully his ways to discover whether they lesd to
roctitide, lest he expose himself to destruction and te tempted to follow
i+ and stuwble, even £s & blind man in the derkness. Common sense and
recson will dietnte the right coursee. ‘7‘_‘3\1..:1‘(\() =21 Ay
'R AN He who trudges this earth without foresight or
reflection is 1like unt: a btlind man who -,-.ral};s- t'o_ the shore, indifferent to
he imp nding celamitye. And after all, negligence, whether it be found in
the men who is physically bdlind, or in him who viluntarily blinds his mind,
iz cne end the same thinge The Prophet Jeremich deplores the blindness of
‘he puople of his dry who hurried to their work and plessures without paus-
ing to consider whither they were tending. (Jere 8:6) 1In fact, this is
45t the clever device of the Yetzer Barc (2vil one) who seduces man into

tezptetion snd sin by fetterinz him in the chains of care and toil, thus



deing it impossidble for him t¢ halt und concsider his wavse The

o ne mows "ull "rp'il *h:‘- - f" o¥ian - o - = +

il one xnows I mell thet reflection and resson are his pgreutest
tegonisus, and being skilled in the stretegy and subtleties of guir-

.1 warfare, he knows how to take sdvantsge of this fact to zain

e

inion over mene It i3 therefore noedful that man sh uld crm his-

alf cpeinst his enemy, mnd should cxercice great vigilence and cir-

ection und wisdom to meet the stratezens 0 the devil. Luzzatio
= v + P - wrnrd 2y Pan = Al s DR - .« o &1
dz, however, that even watehfulness iz nos fficient to defeut the

‘olser HZura. God's ald must be invoked; He muet endow uz with
Srenrtie” SYING M PR 1oty S AN RpE OX ISIXY XN VIVA
TPIP QTR OX Py iAW TPA NN S .0TY AP TR

ey
VAR P HEN, QAP TX 1R

t Ged will not intervene unless man takes the initistive. ns the

e guid: "If I »m not for unyself who will®" {Aboth. 1:14).

% " 3 -~ ey - 1 > l'—. i - | v -~ - p . - - . i 4%9a 3
The =zuthor now deuls with the elements thrt mnke nup watehfuiness,
- i o caE s ome we s I — . bt o e L
here he dizylays & dcep wsychological insishte 'nuten®ulnezs con-
ts of (n) a knowledge of evil; (b) rejecticn of the evil; (c)
oy, - [ S e - 3 =1 . vqs 2 4 - £ np y - = - - 3 . e
Lowigage 01 the od; (d) pArsult 01 Thno 2004. E8 6 aslizes tno
2 - ¥4 % - - » £ - : Y P & | ~
Lorianco of hubit fornctvion s 2 fector in charicter huilding. Mod-
. e, % ey « 2 - y o 4 3 - ] - i Al - r
Yn csyehology i ting & gre deel of this fact. The giet of th
- i - - y % - - " - 19 s -~ T i
ser 12 trlg, ne ga8ys, thnud n snouic rofiect n gili ni ioings
s . - - a . i - - - ok alb
sireunsgpect i il his ways, in order thet he shonld not fTorm
Consmns ¢ Lrengs
* - - o8 o'
nits or wrong standards
s g >l | ) M 1 TR | <+ a0 J o I 1 Ll 204 3 i1k 3
frtce (0fe 1I88e 43:2B5 = Yxe Ze 19:2: hel=de Buber 11%:1C)
- = . . - . t ot + -
- i ﬁl.., UL 4'.“.. it e OonsSery d 3 i J e a
1y different from the Augustinie 2, i eclares 39
r 2ved v God hes nluis efiast 1 3 o il r-
. o s -
~ il 143 Leaches N1 o 1 born  ELSD of MENL € L na
4 3 5 2
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cc regl morsl aet is the one which proceeds from choice

l
p
|

ipetione It 15 interesting vo note that Aristotle presents the seme
dec in slmost the sume form: "2 nan, says Aristotle, 1is not seid to
rt 'ustly or temperately if whut he d0es merely de of ¢ certzin zort,
he "uat rnlso be in a certain stete of mind when he does it: i. ce
firss of gll he must know what he is doing; secondly, he must choose

% for himself, ond thirdly, his zet nust be the expression of =

Toried gnd stable chnructer."ﬁf

— e —

Luzzaetto makes the interesting observation that people under the
ir7luence of the pnssions sre incauable of elf exacination or reflee-

vtione This is z luw 0f the soul. 3Sensuzlity tends to eclipse the

(o

visicn £nd blunt the {iner susceptidbilitiese A 1life of vleasure im-
»irs one's sensitiveness to the true ond heautiful snd the good.

csion blinds the oyes nund causes men to stumble in “he durkness. The

darzness of the night expcses one to two forms of

&

caul

[+

denger, one is
¢’ by his inability tc see the object cheed of him; the other danger
tornes the form of an illusion, causing onc L0 mistake & post for a

L raon, Tor examnvlee 3ven s0 ure the propensities of mane They ex-

e him to two errors of Jjudgment. Of the former we have =lready

Lii

sxene A word now remoins to be szid of the letter: i. e., moral

illuzion.

-t

seneunlity distorts the vision QIFVW'RXY) W WV VW

«nd Lerverts the morasl standurds of juégment, so thut he cells good

evil, :nd evil goode (Ise 5:20)e He denies the validity of morsl dis-
vinctionse TFTurthermore, he not only lecks the sense ol moral discern-
ent, but he will argue and excuse nnd defend the wrong doing. The

. .

Taeniash exclains: "?he hesrt of the pevrle iz dAull urd their

3
ct

re he vy nnd their cyes clnsesered’. Their hearts =2re dull bde-
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cruse their eyes gre scaled and they can not distinguish the ripght

'vom the wronge They were under the dominion of the Yetzer Hrra.

It 1s therefore essentizl thet we cast off the control of the
nutural propensities and consult our reason in order to discover the
right vath z2nd to direct 2ll zctivity in the prooer channelse

WntehZulness cen be acguired through the study of the Torah, ss

"+ Pninesas B. Jnir says: "Torah conduces to watchfulness". This is
niy n general suggestion, but more especially wetchfulness can he sac-
2ired by careful sttention to our duties and obligutions, olus an in
inute ncouaintance with, snd contemplstion of the 3criotures =nd Reh-
binie wnd Tslmudic Literatures But not 2ll peowlc are suscevtinle of
.ne anne nppeals Luzzatto divides people into three clusses, accord-
inz to their intellectuzl endowments: (#) the intellectuzlly mﬁtnre;l
(¢) the loss mature;- (e) She muases.é much of these groups will he

~veéd to the good by 2 different motivee

The first group nﬁh\“ ‘13‘:3!/ being the

ishast in the sccle of intellizence, 111 be governed by ¢ sense of

» speet for the good for its own sake. For thom perfection is the
only woerthy and desirable gozle 7 will not have to be drivern by

the hooe of rewarde Thi: feuct,once rooted in thelr consciousness, os

m
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“noy will he on their gusrd 211 the time for cvery o.portunity to en-
d {mprove their conduct. This motive may be termed disintered-
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The next class Q" N\ T\’ tbein: less intelligent, iz pov-
erned by a4 less lofty motive. The gpypezl to them must be of a more
torialistic sorte They are wotivated by & desire for a better seat
heauvenes The sttention of these must be called to the fact thot the
vher world is divided into compartments, cach enjoying a different de-

@ of lwuportence, accordinzg to the merits of the person

-
[ (]
=
e
|
0
A
b

[44]

vrthe TU stands to reason, therefore, that the men who is sengible and

ain entrance to the hipghest

cupetitive impulse will drive this class to do the pood. Our anuthor
g werns the person who will pretond to be modesty, and saoy that he is
“gnt with Zden's second-best, und hence grow lax n his conduct and
Avuze his zood desds to u minimum; he will in the end regret his as-
d .04:3tye 3Juch people sre without iuspginntiony in the proper time
i1l discovor their <olly:; for, ccmupetition in the other.world iz
a i 18 hore and no one wighes 10 be outrunked. Let it zlcc be

B. & and heyond the preveas
x o I Yom o f 5 a4 = * s . 3+ § -
4 Tinally, the .ssses 4y be exhorted %o pliety by = consideration
s : v g T o s
ard d mishnents Thir prinei.ie o7 retribution will get 28 &
‘1 1 -1 : AN, 1T 4
trol over their irmpilses uné desires. For God a
- s W : - A* i ts TP . - R . wil Yo e 2 s
1nas over every et ¢l man's 4iile, noa who can £tinga Gescre nim 1in
- - o, P .y " $ o e 4 aie ¥ o Ami T ~é
3% God takes zZeccount of Lhe flilisiest trille ol r Agings. Lot
Y -1 8 hx BF helief thet God overlooks thne ivmor (‘."—'h
C l@qucec L. o gille 7 41 (e} overiooxs n 1N07Y 115 20
= i AL Aty T - LR e 3T R S, g Wi BT s d oo
e He overlooks nothinz znd he iz severe in judgnent. The Aluigaty
- - .= _— 3 - e g e = =T € ¢ 1. =
L - ho bribed or sra.iticted. t nun bethink hinzelf touchimg
‘4 & wd ot 1 wond | ‘he haurt of “he uverare o Z
CGTe It ril]l ovoke dron i1l thae hauY o1l e iYerare e Li-
: .
" jter: rpkinie izes in sucpert o iz remuris.
- te thut throughout n thi: cheuter Luzntto stresses
o ::_":.-\_t -1 ‘u .o..:..e q =t = : 4 g S
. 4 " “ -y 'y -y b > % = -
; i 12 not zrage but zood dcads.
-



Jur suthor st this point anticipetes &n objection: "If you are
1

empted to ask, if God operstes with strict end rigid justice, whet be-

:cues 0f the sttribute of mercy?" The answer our suthor mekes is as fol-

lows: "lost esssuredly the principle of mercy is the very foundation of
w;rlE?“\iiﬂgg;maates the whole of th universe. Vere mercy taken out
LY R VR GCld pe ¥

22 she world, the very existence of this esrth would be threctenede/Strict

-

131l 3 would require that punishment chould follow imuedistely u

—,

orurivtal " the evil, especially in the case of irrevoceble sins, but ss

i..ter of fect it is not s0. The evil doer is ziven snother chance.
Ged veits for s change of heart, which is tantamount to 2 change of con-
t, and if that is achieved the Almighty will blot out the past snd for-

vEe ™ "And thy 3in is taken tway, =2né thy sin i: expisted". (Is.6:7)

Jecontence, our suthor emphuzizes, is efficecious &t £ll times end whet-
1
ver bs the in. In view of the sbove no one csn complein of Ged's striet

Rtk L \“m IV TATRW RT o N

But God's love and mercy 4c¢ not push eside justice sltogether.

! J ne
inner in the act of repentance exyveriences & sensse of disgrace snd pain.
" tensi ol t1 runted *h inney 34 t onstrues &s o
(%8 gight on the wurt of God, but rather o3 wmnifest ticn of
s’z love for 7 patlience i ¢ sinner, i rier to g im on op-
ity rectlii; ig mistarkes. 3But thiz ontpgouring ol God's love does
[ t rigid Justi pe 3] gholished. Iy an Tuilz to rail
1T 2T the opportunity t ayent, tl il tzke i¢ ' .
1 Jee _chechter aAspects che lE. _ e
b i Ly _(:(.l. e kel
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The hindrances of lWstchfulness are: (&) ebsorption in business;

3
the frivolous mood; (c) exposure to bad compeny.

I% is obviocus that the daily cares and anxieties of business will

act the individual in & th usend wayse If he is held in the bondsge

.11 nd trade and trouble, he can not devote himeelf properly to the

~lous servicee. The rsbbis have anticipsted this in their remerk: "Les-

thy *cil in worldly affeirs and busy thyzelf with the Torah". (Aboth

%) Business is oinly & means to an end; hence, it i: unwise to devote

i. to "usiness at the expense o Torahe It ig wise L0 Tix certsin
s for study and meditations The ignorent cen not he piouse Goé has cre-

- - -

hut he has 2150 creecter the.Toreh nsg sn gntidcte.

230 b) 1% P2an 7 1 RO _anm W ol

;¢ a0 wean ca cure himself Irom the worldly tempataticns withomut this rew-

2orah csn ward off the dominion ol the =Zvil _ne. e who ignores this

+dy will in the end discover his folily. For the Zvil One is deep seat-

. nen, tnd its inrluence is ever incressing and unless men taxes to

Jerah, his heert will become numb uné dull and stupefied and unres
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Jorson vho ignores the expert counsel of the physicien unéd follows his
vreineé judgment zné drugs himselfl to deathe ZEven to i: The ~an who

jons nimself to the power of the Yetzor Horee This iz the most fearfu
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restlecsness eand lced him to the zoodse In this emphatic snd penetrate

z menner, ouf author drives home to the reader the need of appointing

ur: for study, =nd of reducing business cctivity to & minimume

The zecond obstacle i: more subtle zné hence more difficult of

ry: i.ee, the frivolous mocod, 1\5‘7‘;\\ ‘s':\nUT(

or ho scorning and cynicel mttitude of minde The scoffing mood mekes

~en nre:sponsive to the appeal of senze or ressom, s the rabbis have ssid:

erriment anéd lightness of dicpozition accustom & man to lewdness". (Aboth.

e —

11:19)s Levity in its very nature end cctivity is dicmetricelly opposed to
wgtehulnesse Levity tends to dissipete end scatter the energies, making
seditstion impossible, while watchfulness aims to colleet znd concentrate
ell forces for & common gurpose: i.e. Gode The Ilippant m od has the same
g7Tact o8 -_,-_ arrow on an oiled shisld, vhivh 111 glide off, (or roll cff)
wvithout even as wuch a3 lnjuring the surfecee .nv cynical and scoffing

wosd hus & :imiler effect. t prevents gdmonition and counsel from pene-

iruting the heart of the irdividuel. Freyuently a mere plesseantry or joke

11 divert the sttention Trom wmore :serious reflection end block up the rogad
L

to *he higher lifee Th er-on of "light dispositicn" must be sakened to
3§ duty ‘hrouzh the medium of suffering ond pein.
2nho third obastacle is exposure to bad company; T1IMAantl
39
w i D) I o iy B A Iran WAl
Jur cuthor werns us szsinst evil essociatess He urges social intercourse,

bt s ure udvised to choose our friends. An evil or lighthearted compan-

isi: iz » und to guench our pious yerrnings. Many sincers and plour [ eople
;:‘:{-‘:- asrdin fI‘O.'.I. -".‘1:..“10'.)5 :vercise for ooy of evo ;i_n:- luught._.r in the
BeLrs of vioked sssocinte. Apcinst those "friends" we -ust set our faces

iur & me should say: "It will roll off like water off a duck's backe




flint.
Chapters VI - IX
\‘
MY NN WA
Trecting Of The Virtue Of Zeal, Or Promptness.
watchfulness is defensive or negative. 8eal i: the positive, or
gnsive usieet of the virtue. t is & quality which calls us to active-

vigorously lsay hold uposfﬁighteouanesa. KMen is by nature lazy

- 1 .
indclent. The cormon men i: not uncommonly active, mentally, physi-

¥, Or otherwise. Iian has certain naturel resistances to work. But

the:e very obstacles ere glso his opportunities. Every resistance is a

challenge. In spite of himself he must end-avor to overcome his inertia

nd S&ke possession of the ideal of life.

The Yetzer Hare encourages man to persist in his indolence and
.gedlzssnesse 77 vil One a, proaches the so in seme sopghistry, in
twisted excuse #nd in some winding compromise, : L2 persuad the

sl thet esse und curelessness cre its legitimnte pursuitse The lazy

-d ¥
- F
' -
-

b | \
- .
z

j'_,i,c.v.
son will always find justificesiicn for hi:c laziness and 1anf;ncy, for=-

etting thet his very srgumentation reveels his pre-dispositi .« The

hor leys down & law of piety: T1O1AY) \‘7]1) ‘7")) ay 2

ATTA TONI P 9OW TwemET TR 03

iclinetion toward lex &a&-leﬁiant practice mu . ve thoroughly in-

tirc%ed and scrutinized, for there is slwey:s the danger that the in-

n nc: its origin in some cherming seducetion of the Yetzer Here.
ry7 such Inclinstion -heuld be taute” by reflection, which will reveel

-ariz is the opposite of Iuzy o 2fule See Yebe IV:8

o rancot} ."I_-':Fi}‘_i = m‘T|¢?T et
as
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Zeal is born of reflection zns r ition o the significance
of the commandments. The end of the matter is this: men must employ e&ll
his zesl to shake off lszinesse This once achieved,is & radiant distinc-
+ijon worthy of the angels, rs it is written: "Blesa the Lord, ye engels,
ye mighty in strength, thaet fulfill his word™ (Pse 103:20).

Zeel end promptness should be applied (&) at the beginning of
the sct, (b) at the end of the scte First, resolution must be followed
Ly doinge Do not delay. "Strike while the iron is hot". Delay will mul-
tiply obstacles. Second, the sct once begun pursue it to its conclusione.

Dc not relax. The morel quality of the Mitzvah resides in its result, in

the sttainment of the proposed end.l _ 'ﬂ_ﬁ‘_ﬁ‘ﬁ’rr}
TN ow 2o AR DX
ne means of carrying this out is enthusiaam.
Physicel elertness and buoyancy will communicete joy to the soul.
For after g8ll it is the soul and the hcart which God regquires, as well as
‘he sct itself.e 4 sluggish body leads to & sluggish spirit, Becsuse there
i. such & close connection between the body snd the soul, it is wise to

stimulste the setivity of the body in order to arouse the sctivity of the

Here I should like to psuse end dwell upon this idea gt grester
lengthe 720 my mind, Luzzatto here foreshadows the Janses-Lenge theory of
enotlonse (See Jumes Psychology). Luzzatto's precise formulsation of

ommente Let me place in parsl-

0

ct

idea iz so0 striking that it deserves

1 Utilitarian, 3 ood will is not enoughe.

o D\Lﬁhb]\h t“h 4%hig the leter form coined
e _stAn TWAMAIM




-_ ' : 3 - o (=] '
Q ! ' = o + e 4 wd
* G s -~ ' = ‘ L Y
3 L] 4 §
1 2 A - - LU r
- 0 1) (% - ! ave) i
2 0 H |
e & 5 o
2 f 2 ! - L &)
. -l -3 — y, ¢ i :
4 ' ' -t ‘
. . ¢l 4 . ) ] .
' - - - . v~ -
1) » ; . . <4 2 "
> ool ’ i1 ) 3 [ e s
o v ' ‘2 o L -
— : €3 ) 0 J o 2 ) :
. . vy =
i . e - Ly ReiH k|
’ -+ AT - 4 o
. &3 - . ’ 4 i
_ y J " 4 el P
q . ] ey » o - L .
; : i 3 \ 3 . -
e ¥ pd $4 o W a ol
i Y . N . - . g - ‘ - )
= L = “ LS 4 . d
" 4 . wrd = L ' ’ ’
" s Lo . ) L ’
‘ O - -~ L o 2 A >
: .
b — ') 3 ¥ n p st ™
- : 4 (= = -
= =y 4 4 = - .
o L [ f. — J
o] : N ’ £ - o
Q ¥ ] . g < : i Y
; 5 \u IE. 1] n‘l "
. . } - n | V §
- : ol i ’ i % " » g o
. ' M C L 1| L) " y
¢ =G 4> £ O st € i 9 4 ! o o : r
- 4D 42 2 ko3 O b el i (& 'y % D

) = ] st il s . ! ‘
1 “.' £ ¢ . - 1 - "~ 1]
m o ] Bar e} 1 LN | ; = ” A ' :
4 - ] - i Rl e i r . e
: o L0 e A5 O \ f y L : =
v.“ 03 p=f b4 e . \nl ,n“ ol y o e .
. e Q — . " - ' i
o Faln we n o 5 -l A2 o o8 9 o
¥ - =t A T > 2 g
1 LR | B Q oF 2] . 1 . r *
o —-— ord 3 ) 41 o L]
- .— p ' " ' y % 2
e e g ‘ g . z
C e~ - 1 . r ' y : : !
3 . ot T M , : = ;
¥ = ._ S - T
vt t - - i ' )
o T . o L 4 s .t
‘ e > n 5 : = 2 c
" ' § $ . .
. cs 7 & 7 <. SRl g
- . - g - y : h..
i (S j . : - '8 ] - ' —r ¢ J
- ' ] - . +3




-
- . i
- 1 9 . o T
ot S [ . O e © Q&4 A
sl I s 4 o 4 g f O + Q . o i
I ) et = 3 - Q v ) (4] W n @ 47 o 0]
=] (7} Gy o s = i) - = 5 o o = = el = o
- .-t 2 Q i - an e e A : & i § o
L= | ¥ . . 0] Y o 5 - » | 51 f (=] +*
= [»] L] L) i o ) i @ 42 = L +2 Q = - Uy
o o -] BT o A '~ : : B =~ S . e < = 2
! © 4 e b 4 (o]} K = s 4 i & ] G
) - Q ¥} 2 e -3 8] 43 ? = i + el 2
4 = e - o | ¥ . 43 el " ] . - - o L] (
p- = =t w L e <4 r ' par) 4 ¢ . ' ¥ i <
9 + S 43 U] I n L (] ¢ LE o = ) } o
. o =1 Oi] 13 L Q 42 = C ) - ) m } C) ‘ -
'~ w 3 04 o 0 () = & o) i @ t LS 3 o L =] .
~ n ] et — 3 3 LY v e o (4] & ] [oé m
Q Q - -~ L Q " o " Q Q Q Ra L ¥ - ) 11 n = H
e o L v o ke C 3 e H = - e o~ Q = D +2
© o D vt 4 & =] o 43 Q ol &5 o X ™ = = -~
L 4+ - (& 0 Q S 0 ow 3 =~ o e ! =
ot - - 0] Cy I > 1 P ] > o -~ ] 3
N4 > (5] C - ! @ 2 o o LR 42 « » 0 L -
o L) ] o | = m L &3 & e A —t <3 - -~ 2 ot
D o s . u3 ] - {5 b o t © o N W
o =~ &2 - 2 23 o v - (4 ) - - K~
= i { e ~ o 2 i o ™ — +2 Q XL =) ") r
o L o | ol i 9 s o &3 Q -4 ¢ 3 Q -} o 1 ¥ : i el
o &4 o o ) ) ) e 4> -] 5 L - C - ~
2 A e — = ) Lo | 2 2 .t | = . X (] ? =
&~ LY L8 2 . > = o o3 L= - 2 > Ll o oy
3 i + = | 9 . < 2 3 ke | o e = ) Q o
= ot - e ol o — = T o b . & r =) P =3 C - - =
— : et 1] Z + b (i3] L) ’ - - o~ ot 43
» ) el 3 o < e L] " ) L L] ord
+2 o ey ot +3 Bg = = 0 (&) 0 (& +2 - - * o3 =
'w ] s &4 1y e weed [ = b e - . s ¥ 5. 3 — . 4 m
L7 ] o = _u_ — - = 5 | < ur Q el "t <) b b
L= wed 4 o =t £ e 0] e (4] n ') = =
~ o m [} ) Lo} e ] c 5] o r) o {2 = 9 ox ) Iy
4 o = Y @ o o = - . 3 o t - : et 3 ¢ i
1] e (= 4] - = 4] 3 2 . { o] ] = D | -]
~ = e | LR - i~ r A 4 w T T + ¥ "
. "t o s L FL ) o L3 ) ¢ ] - " i
b - & 5N el et m o) wd 4 "y Py s A 4 tn L]
4 Q 42 Y mn . ) 2 - 3 el " £ —t ) - el D
- 3] = i 4] o — " m Y] 41 £ i o +3 4] 1 3 4
-~ | 5 - 4 LS ~ X3 L 3 " ] 1 43 - 5 L - G
"0 wi a - %) ~ wl = - m B | (] al ) e o - —
- = L + L n — (] = ~ » 3 0 ) 1 £ ~ K =
3 2 ) + = o % »] [ " K od . .y N . B +3 ' <
I ! () € o - = < Fe 43 oS ) '~ ' « o . L
i m e 1 — - | < = ) o 42 . U o 1 5] b ~ 7
= ¢ - 42 - Eik = K = = = . (%] Fe «? 2] 4 . " = ) ‘ o
o o i (»] 3 e 3 ) " "4 [ s "t s | .
s o & ol =l = s i : ol T e o wd B + LA — = F?
o ot = D ~ 5 ] m ] o Ue : c s Q 3 - Q
to (3] - = 2 cs t L) v § b ot ) : o LR : 1 32 £ <
W L] i ) o ot ot s o = (3] o 3 ! ¢ o =
R | 4 =3 LS = )] 1 2 ] Ly ) LS @ t o | .
+ T = o "3 1 @ @ M © bl N e e Q . L
o =l i o~ ] ) ke - H ? ~ 'S o X - — foa ()
) et — v La] "4 o - 3 o . i 4 it . -
- ] <3 r~ v ") 4 - . 4 (2] &= +3 - (5] s ot
B - i L3 i 7 Fa ] . - ] (5 3 = X
i S m 3 -3 € Q Y 3 "y ol r C oY 3 — [d] et s ot s
-~ - - i 5 £ et 2 4
= - = T " " | - . - - - 4
e ] e ' I y "y
3 . g 4 . e
. * ) T .




15
Chepters & X

Treating of the Virtue of Purity,

"

in thouz . Luzatto would have us gr
tween the "watchful" and the "opure". The wete
the cardinal ins.

Ef’;{i:: {‘.{:{4( "’l‘j‘:\-}ﬂ'ﬁ.&;:
Dredpe syl 7 Cl(.l/ ‘!"‘/' L

X

or Clesnliness.

hful person will av

ie will guurd himself sgeinst the well defined

)

The next degree in the "Hierarehy of Virtues" is cleanliness, or
urity. He who has freed hiwself frowm £ll manner of lust und <in, in-
luding 1lust of the heasrt, is the true Nrki. 'For, evil-doing hes its

root in evil thinkings The rebbis describe the “'\'53.:-3 one who is "pure

osp the radical distinction be-

oid

:nd

iversally accepted spheres of vice, but he is unable to vope with the
¢ subtle seductions of the passions.y And this i3 tc be ex.ecte’.
The process of represgion ig g Aifficult one. It must begin in the
Fendonment of the univerzslly condemned sins, until vigilance follow-
s by seel will pave the wuy to "purity” Devid rejoices In the
nizvement 02 this dezree of virtus when he axeclszims: "I will wesh w7
§ in wurity ( 1y ]3.311, ) ¢né then will encoupess thy
lear, O Gode" (Pse 5G;0)e .After sll it iz the pure man whe can fzce
Zer unblushingly.
Tuzzrtto reninds the reader thaot the utteinment o this oun=lity
. .. AEniE & - 'y X
7olves nuch 4iligzent labor -nud gecseless effort. D *\A
LT VOO MW SX YARS BES XY Dy WX Sh
r. The subtleties o the . itsgsions cre msny tnd intricst ng morssl
iz freil ond frsgllee 3ut he vwhe has iaverd I '?‘] hes
izced vizenm ngon high level 07 gietye
. - t'--_,_“* 7'
i » ’ s mlny <
[~ a7 J ‘L" J _./ v s
s vpy — T O 0 s ey Lo Rerdhns
-t \ L’ ’r!;// e ; :,fr; .U( — / vy < &
£ e L4 WC4 ! % gl {- {f _,qu_{ﬁ“- 1DLNL et ‘{;R
et Ml ps pTEl 2
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The practicsal ;gplicationslof this virtue Uil*?l )} are 2s nu-
izoous and intricate as the 305 vrchibvitive ©° .uendments.s To be pure
meegns to purge ell the highways and by weys of life from sine The Yet=-
zer Here is constantly on the slert, edvocating wreng roing; we should,

nerefore, be cdeguately prepared to combaot the wiles of the Zv

i

1 One,
id teo gttain & strong and fervent puritye.

The rabbis said that the sins to which man is wost vulnersble
are robbery end sexual immorality. To be sure, wost peorle d¢ not rob
iu the literal sense of the word, but very few are free from :some form
steeling and deception and cunning in the conduct of their affeirs.

Do not people tske udvantage of their competitor's weaknesses in busi-

ness? nd do bhey not seek to profit by the inexperience of their

[y

3

fellow merchants? 72

.

2t is mlso steszlinge It is not encugzh to merely

@ inside the lew, to run close to the border of trunsgression. The

ed 211 this when they exempted Lhe workinguan
> o . -~ . -1 4 51 a .‘.1 4 -s t v 1 4 - ;--'b + hea = Y o v hie
irom neny & religlous ourvy, 1in order not to ro vie eiuployer oI nN18
stipuleted worxing deye Here the suithor pauses to consider 2 bit of the
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gmployer, ¢nd any attempt to cheat the employer of his time is
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o
ontright robbery 2nd can nct be atoned for except by reatitution. The

term EST‘ must be extended to cover the theft of time, &8s well es the
theft of property.
Our suthor now considers the metter of deception in business. It
13 ¢rey even for an honest merchant to hurl his soul into sine Let him,
relore, exercise great cautione Let him not forget that it is slso pro-
nitited to deceive & non-Jewe It is pronibited to sell revarnished erti-
;ies 23 newe Let him remember that cheating in business, even to the amuunt
of + Jeruteh, i3 considered by our rabbis ss murder.g
3ut, Iuzzatto would not be ;:.iaundis:rs‘.:om‘lq.'-i It 1s perfectly proper
Ttr & merchaent to display snd to preise his wares in order to get & market
for them, grovided he does not deliberately over rste the intrinsic vslue
.1ity of the commoditly. Any sttempt to cuauc:flage the value of the
arsicle 1is prohi‘uited.é
A3 to false weights and messures, little need be saide It consti-
tutes ¢ greve sine The matter of usury and its atominetions i._?:::"a:niliar to
evury weumber of the Hous: of Isreels The sum of the matter 1§“££ht one must
+ % gr ut effort to overmaster the love of moneys. This passion, once
chacked, gurity will be attained.

i Fellien 3sbotage 'w.uld be & breach of Jewish Zihicse c¢f. liorris Joseph,
Juduiawm ns Creeé and Lifes pge 31l4e cfe Mainwuni, Hilchoth Sechiroth XIII:7.

1AVN WAL Suid 1y 1uNE v R ZWann VN B. ¥. 119
¢ Legitigute and fair competition is pe.mitted. The Halakah encourages it

uis0s 3ge LouBerbach,Zthics of the Halskah. Pge 28.

- Rkl RUVT TWINRT T 9w
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Another universsl evil groceeds from the sex appetites. (B.E.1658).

7o conguer and subdue this passion is nol an easy task.l The author

ould heve ms understand thet unchastity includes not only the illicit act
1t gelf, but all other acts, which tend tc arouse orstimulate the pascions
such a8 kissing and flitting of any verietye Adultery includes every un=

shaste sction, or uncheste thought, or unchaste jooke. It means to avoid

avery conlact with wemen. For these minor intimacies are bound to lead

The third of the cardinsl gins is connected with forbidden foodse

-

"he resson given by our suthor for sbstaining from ntrefa” snd other

yrohibited foods, is beczuse the ggggggygqg_ipntaiggp in those foods are

literslly sbsorbed by the body snd becoms part and psrcel of it. oW

|V W TRAI Wen oIt AN o424

ye who £i1ls himsel?f with such food impsirs nis holinecs and causes the
Divine Presence 10O departs A men in his right sense will avoid forbid-

S
sen food as one svoids poisone. This is & primitive concepiiom, found

among many trib-,s.4 I wes able, following the suggestion of Hirsch, to

2 DR 3H TR0 B S xUNT AR I D A T -.u:-u
. See Leve R. 23:11; ofe Mechilta of R. Simon 111 AN »? N1
" e 1 N \Ucf. ?3130 l’;o:‘. }.'.'a.tt- 5:2?,25-

A W (A AR N
3 ¢f. the stetement in Abodsh Z. 31 O N D-‘-l\-,r_]’ u»g\w‘;t ‘73
4 This notion forms part of the system of sympashetic, or remeopathic
sice Among the Creeks, Cherokee, end kindrec tribes of North . ericen

sng, there i= =z widespread belisef +hst "Nature is possest of such &
oporty as to +ranafuse intc men and enimels the gqualities gither of
food they use, or of those objects that &re presented te the sensedy

y mhis 18 the reason thed several of their old men recom=

end, tnd say, that formerly their greetest chieftaine chserved & con-
stant rule in their died and seldom ate of any enimel of gross guality,
or heavy motion of body, fancying it conveyed & dullness throuzh the

vhole aystem, and 3issbled then from exerting themcelves with proper
igor in their martial, civil, end religious duties."” J&sge - :r, Histe
9% the Amere. Indians, (London 1775) cge 1358. quoted by Fraser in Gold-

(=]

n Bongh, Vole IIe pge 139 Lo
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truce our guthor's thought on this matter a little further. EZlijah de
Vidas in his TIVOM TWWi) comuenting on Leve 11:16, says as
“ollows: O RNV D,\-’Dkn—“ 3 Y ]-.7‘;, v At ")
A OTvea W Onvn v ‘\_;l“?;?"“;;‘;
R e s P 41 OTIRY) IN P ' X 2
W FWUTRR TR0 R PR e 20 ) W

DXT QAR AR T WA ROUT D R w? Lt

'The Zohar in commenting upon the verse in Teve 11:16 says that the for-

bhidden foods sgainst which the Torah warned us, contaein unclean and
Sk it
"
n s . 1 2 .=
, fereion sobesaaeeesr—ftopirited so that he who partakes of it defiles his
|

scul end gives evidence of the fact thut he hag no share in holiness,

3 3 | s - 1 - - .‘: - -~ ~
or in the God of Isrsel; for the unclean substanceg becoue /bone of men's
7

vonee"Luzzatto, no doubt, drew hi: explanation from the Zohar.

_—

tel tc socisl intercourse, which our

—

~here ere also ginsg incife:
suthor considers brieflys. They are: (a) dispensing :aieleaéim:: counsel,
1‘5"1"}"“”\’”3“' (b) s_]fEdfr und hau&i‘o_itiuhg, 3‘“5"'3"\('(0)
mding one's feelings, DO’ Nl (d) hatred Erj revenge,
nw?.n TIRNAW (e) perjury, IPAUVAW () lying ﬂ?\u o =
(2) the descceretion of God's name. TYINWSW \7\\7’“ e These sre exist-

ins evilse. i7ho cen ssy I have not been guilty of sny of these?

wnting on Leve 17:11, suys w2 HOR4T ‘j—u}j(g]"v“ \n
AN w7 VYRTINT AR

I[tn Zzre cvommenting on Leve 11:43 gays "Do not defile your sonls vith

IR AN WA 2wt HoxAT IR D e D
I o stion with the eetins of Ylicod, lachmeni \j"-.zot-as Maimuni to the

“fect thut the Bgbylonians abstained from blood becasuse they regarded
en® only those who sought intere 1rse with demons pertook

tlcod of eoninelas. . : P i
4 4 = f ~ o~ /4 /‘l'{.'f,r _/1" > Lo
il on - i-- {.‘-./, s b4 nie iy - f - /ﬁn %
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Wounding one's feelings by means of words iz & graver sin than

th-%t of imposing a pecuniery wrong. (Be. llez. 58b)es This sin includes
cn; form of embarrassment inflicted upon a person privately or public-
1y« It also includes any cttempt to deceive, confuse, miseuiﬂe, or
uisrepresent our fellow mene The rabbis regard *YA~T NRAW es

reve tronsgression (Bl.llez. 592).

T¢c sive mislesding counsel to our neighbors is slso & greet evil.

[ iz & bresch of the commundment, "Thou shalt not put & stumbling

10ck in the path of the blind". (Lev.l9:14). 1If one seeke our honest

wdvice, let us not defraud him. Vje must not betrey the zonfidence put

in ua by our neighbors. All selfish gcin must be excluded from our ret-

cmmendationse "Thi:z: is the duty of every upright man, when & men seeks

nis uivice, he must szuggest to him the wey which he "~oculd choose for him-
Har LA DEMAS L Lu_;_z

if under similer ciréur;stggl.es,%x:‘_u'i.- £ 1l ulterior motives." The

ise of Truth cow:pels such & course of asction.

Sland=c, or backbitinge Of 2ll the sbominctions ithese sre the most
srr..ciouse To0 slandar end pogsip wmeens to misuse God's implement, (the

qele It is reyrehensidvles Here i: the rule to be pgulded hy in this

hu inllict daxage or shame (:(

J

gpect: "iny word or statement, waich mi
| S ionds ovw Ry

our neighboryis backbiting, and sbhorre

Hotrad 1 Zavense. In thess cvils most men gore vincible and
: ; vt from theses Revenze iu sweet, ANPIM

wann AN \“7;1’.-1 to overcome it reguires much sifort und labor. A

gracviesl suggestions, by our suthor, usy be exiremely h=l:.ful. Do
! - 1 wrethe Obliterate zill st gri vances from your memorye




2l
tut we nust free curselves from his grasp. The Torsh ceteporicelly

2

nis: "and thou shelt love thy neighbor as thyself -—------ T o

s thyself - without reservationg- literslly es ’sh;;self.l S maay

SUEYTIERD, St SHfsann S u'?\'s‘h $a *‘h),\mah Qw 'Sa mehﬁ

There 2re three different kinds of liurs; (=) there is the pro-
feagionyl lisr, who lies in order to creste senszstions wnad to ¢nll st-
cention to himself. He is & despicsable person. FEe 1z excluded, accord-

inz to the rabbis, from the Divine “resence.~ (b) There is =lsoc the

1z28 3erious lisr: i.e., the febricetor. He loves to invent stories
in order to gpice his conversatione This form of lying is slao bad,
:inice it settles into & hubit &nd becoues "second neture. This spec-

23 of liar inspires ubsolutely nc confidence. The fearfulest penalty

ha lisr psys is that even when he spesuks the truth, peorle will not
“o-lieve hime (Samhed 9b). WP VEVSXV YxXa Sw Wy X\ P
AS S X
~nd agein, there 1s the mun who is not & liar by hadbit, but who

w111 upon ocecasion utter wn untruthe It iz o02ten unintentionel and

anly b, way of jokinge 3But one must shrink from that also. God, whose

™y

ievl is truth, despises cven the ghost of lies £nd Luzzetto here

ndds: "Truth is the pillser of society. (ibothe 1:18). To lie is to

b.
e
4
b,
|
<

A
ubvert the very foundestions of th world, &nd will defest its purpose.”

1l This counsel 1i all the more remarkeble, coming es it does, from one
“ho zuffered without cause st the hends of otherse The atory of his
iife, nis woes and wanderings, 2ais meltrestment st the hénds of others,
uld hove embittered anybody, but he rose above these thingse.

2 Zotsh 42a: eof 3anhedrin 102b, 103z; “esikta R« Eshans (Ede Beber) lc.
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Lving is &t no time admissibles Resson tells us cstegorically that

e wrong.t AW IO TEOL AW w5 o SOV \'1‘!?\\
TR U'KD D% ASY LAWY D ?\m\v“h‘s SN Y 2

o
¥illul Heshem, or the desecretion of God's nome. mhis is the
e

ouposite Y owvmn \U\"'\"P , or the desire 0 invest the name of

-3 with honor. The guglity of our conduct mey ve such &3 will reflect

wonor end glory upon our Msker, or such as will profsne His name. Every
-\‘,‘ L}\Llﬁ-l“:

¢t of Evil doing 18 construed s8 & profenstion of God's Huly name. This
™~

aet as a check upon our conduet; snd the facu of the matter is

this; that every mal qust refrein from violeting the dignity of his

v
1

Ze implics that every cless hes ivs standardse Esturslly more is e
sctes of the scholar, than of the lsborers Let esch man, acecording TO
nis endowments, protect nis honor, and thereby he will protect God's
.iorye But Hillul Heshem is to be extendsd to neglect in matters of
ritusl &5 welle The punctilious observence of the 3=sbbath is essential.
‘specinlly does our suthor deolore the prevsiling custom to converse and
1sn sbhout business trensections on the 3sbbsthe "It is even pronibited
to sey on the 3abbath: 'I shsll do so snd €0 somorrow, or I shall buy
sertein merchasndise’ snd the like."
The suthor sdmits that he has not exneusted in the above 1ist, &1l

the wesknesses of menkind. He only ennmerstes the prominent Ones. The

in hig Critigue of precticel Reason mainteins this position
wish much Vigore 7fets yroes ilsc s JCns A - 1eELAFS [

¢ af. VLohler Jewish PheOlOoRy L& 248 T




But “"purity" extends beyond the deed itselfs It requires &1s80
rity" of disposition, or character AR\ ARE h\‘_\:ﬂ o Ur, to put it
tersely, conduct must go hend in hand with chareecter. For che=racier
groines nduct. Luzzetto insists, snd rightly so, thet the basis for
I ot lies in come inner disposition, whic» is responsible Tor the
gquent sctdon, thet he calls NN
Ny
e T e e i 1 2 6 S R SR
\\—? "3"‘\[/“-}
\Tvm‘m PR o e
STIMIR\WY
Rt IR pa | *\xwo_\ AN\ \‘\
digpositions merated &re :l.t_;) rid e.,, or gelf :':s:--e.a Eb] .ur.;;r‘ | C
y (d) nztursl s .uzi:es. ' h‘-lydlo 411 these tendencies, and

sequences, are not unfanilisr to moSV psople.

gesl with any o1 o The Sams
4 el B - .
8, 156 i imgelf of =211 the
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dignity by his borbastic and boastful bearing and gaits He sur-

ounds himself with cert-in reserves. His

clsncede He poses. Zverything sbout him is stilted snd affected.

Another, will display his :onceit by in-piring fesmr in the hesrts
of hiz neighbors. In others, pride disguises iiself as hn 11ity and
emocracye They deign to consort with the poor &nd the outesasts; they

re®nse 21l honors, but in their hearts they say "There is none like
species of pride. He wants people to zccount hi: gesumed
yride which is portent only as & tendency

these varieties sre Iorme 01

soncesls one's fsultis and linitationse™ ,ljlj N‘px ?“i(k?\ rx,
JNIN M o 1 0NOm XTI ETER Sav I-x YR Uhh

Luzsetto in she nexXti -ewW PETEEIL

BENng «
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bomd
(= ]

els in & similerly sesrch-

Tl
LTiE

nenner with Anger. He Sie8ks of the different intensities of thet

:sion, ranging from violent rage 10 the more rationel and mild IormsSe
U2 course, to attain a fervent purity gl ‘Tﬁl we must divest our-
sives even of the more regsonsble and excusable viriety of nnger. Hil-
lel is cited &s the idesl example of moderation und temperance in this

- -
4+ vy

He wes "pure from enger" end hence woriay of smulatione

1 20T Sax NOS\E SXOAIXY A BA% AP O XVAW,DTINE OTRA 1XER)
2 91T rvon oR N2V Baasa

S
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Envy is the result of ignorance and stupidity. 7The one vwho en=-
AP
s foes not profit by indulging his envy unéd the person envied dces not
A

Lteze by it. G=nvy elways gencrates a perilous influence. There zre peo=-

18 who grieve over their neighbor's prosperity and successe This is
Mzl ve

shuar llJ- 2he way to overcome this ugly guality is to resign to our
iot and find contentment in our own porticn, independent of other people's
¢ircumwstances. /JBut the suthor msekes his analysis more searching. He

isgncses the cause of this evil. "You will observe, he says, thet the of’
of —
sheot of envy is the desire for gein and vleasure, ~-====--- , and the root
—— ¥ +/2°
~ & lasay ™ t e e ld' () 1 l e £ ’}.. ‘h) | 5 T A £ 0 i yarT %
of plezsure is twolold; (a) the love of honor, the love of power”.
———— e

cleims of worldly sffairs and en-

o

he love of moncy fetters man in the
thralls him in the shackles of toil and tradee/ Thi: zbsorption in busi-

ads to the neglect of the religious duty It exposes him to wor-

I
4

Q
L {F
[
i
({8
©

|

.

ané cgres wnich dreln nis vitality. Zvery new ccguisiticon cnd ex-
\ S i

nrl v
TR T casran ¥
ion multiciies nhis enxieties.
But, the desire for honor is even more stubborn. It is eusier to

jue the mcrney evil then to overpower the passion for ecplause. lany
‘e fullen by the way:ide because of thnis u:ly desires This false and
bvllow smbition i: t the root of all longings =nd inclineticonse. Iere

ot for the desire of fame men v uld zcontent himzelf with dbut little.

am of smassing large fortunese But the azmbition to outdo his neigh-

L

or drags hlam into the~%irl of trai. upd worry ~he rabbis have wise-
{194 nJe"":A L";J’Wd’:c f‘-‘ o ol Lot {
cried that "Znvy, lust and homor couse Pre.fture death". (zcboth)e.

The person who wishes o sttesin mnd retein purily -ust cleanse

elf of thet quslitye The task is not an easy onee It will take much

Vg s v Do B Mt T oeptt e
TRy LW /) . g % de oo =+ cLLAf

gt frala g n _f i
\rals [ore './K‘ /TV/E‘.‘ Lot fw»”t"" /(’U"'r é_'—f-'—( "

i1l wnt lohore 3ut it is pol bteyond our controle. 2he freme of mind is
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van more difficult of echievement than the sct. Yl N AVUTININ

AR\ ARy \"'3 ?\‘U_\'-') « As soon sas the mind is properly attuned it
(11 ijwmpert its energy to the will, until repetition will hebituate him
the riaht -:-m:ﬁuct.l Wi 1YYy SAYWWw bkﬁ“ WYMA N IN
ASP D AW

Jhe surest way of attaining purity is by constant end incressing

re lection and reeding of Rabbinic rnd *thicel literature. At this
‘tuse the reader will have been impregsed with the desirability of the
vallity of NP l/ » But that desire
3% he re-inforced by & xnowledge of the details of piety. 20 know is
l:ve. He uust constantly review the different aspeets snd rumifics-

zns of the ::.it':'.'f‘.':.. 2he disposition must also be kept in good work-

.
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ct
i
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zthicel trestises will be exceedingly hel ful.
AN W DAINEIDS WOl IR0 AETIR 1S AT swtih \™¥2 »

‘he 4 votiongl litersture will sct &s % memorunds in meny instances.

;7 1ll sugzgest further reflections und new ideas. The important thing
50 1o steeped in piocus end religious matterse The chief hindrance to
rity" ies ignorance.

compare with this the lines from Hawlet, conveying & aimilar ide

"Refrain to might, And that shall lend & kind
of easiness to the next zcbstinence, (the next
more ecsy), Use, slnogst c¢en chan~ the stsup
of nature”. Haulet, fcte III, Be.lVe.

¢cf Dewey end Tufts =thics, p. 542: "A hebit of reflection iz ag easy
d natur to follow &s &n orgsnic cypetite.”
Luzzatto i & mystic of the legslistic types Th ful’ilivent of the

w i: indi.penssble to 2 1life of MY ON
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Chapters XI1iI - g ‘ﬂ ¢
NMVYIARN NI "X

Treating Of The Virtue Of Abstinence (Temperance)

N IWVYM\A or temperance, is for our suthor & pivotsl gquslity.

: 2 ek W . - ™
ossession of this quality distinguishes the “\® DM\ ‘rom the's Tem-
nce is the beginning of seintliness. EHe who hes ascended through

Snlness snd zeal te purity is the ?"\S { Tcadik )e But this

-her than the Tszdik is the chassid, wund-be can not stop st  uritye.

e B uelity of temperence, or sbstinence iz su rized in the
diec formula: "Seunctify thyself even in thet wnich i armitted to these.
lz)e Hcre riew “oxaein of virtuos uctivity is thrown open. It mesns
through the le.ter to the spirit of thy lsw. The WIMB Luat 1
~jde Ly nll the commendments =nd chibitions, Biblicel and Rsbbinie,
i3t surround himself with adéiti nel "Zonceg” to shield hlimeolf froao
iticnie XOVW ppsy o RN e TUIND 117 ANRYYD YA A
AT PR 1D o PN WIY 0, B00 WUINEN HXOW 35 110x)
5 grires f:;:; seintlinsss wuet ractice £ gesrinin emount of sscet-
2% d self gdisciviines Zunzatto sdduces a4 &t de 1 of Zgbuinie evi-
%0 ova £5.2rticne
1 2iy % “grentiat K grlisiic s i T.““. reflec~-
L1 df‘::Jd Sur - ‘Lt l:‘:ig.teh‘ ;.‘Q;:. Scrods ;wt
tkolie Churek =nd wee influenced by it, Hi noince_uge 1114 Fede

A ruesi 6 to ‘n"Pt"\: r'-m AU OIS how vom X b

Ts Ze 5i:3e LJbs owe 8130 lorris JC:zepn JUnalsm &3 cYeed 4nd 1116. e

Kidd c4:1=2

L ]
tu
L
§
i
.
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Svery legitimate enjoyment may become harmful if carried to excesse.

Thus, desire for food may be converted ianto

if not r.strained, will lead to inebriety.
and turns it into luste
yen=treting, psychologicsl insight by

2l beconzs eddicted to thusze Toras

iil develop a craving for it, and will

(]

- e} o o~ .
-02% O wnatevar cr

:ire ~ill prove uncomforvtible snd will ar

L5, N0 NSTINP ¥1awd

X YD WY S axy

*
-lale

juez & pers-on always 1l -s shove his
:% ressort Lo crimee Hence the need
L15ege Gestreint will secure for the

« Failure to

me&ens and

stand him in guod stead when the

gluttonye The desire for drink

Immoderation makes it illicit

(The -onsequences of lust are here set forth with

our author)e. And once the individ-

of over-inéuigencc, his couzstitution

be compelled to obey its call at
tiefy the Tull renge of the de-

M./I' A o
rvitetion

&0

use of and

R8Y SPaw BN Arnav 2V S

WS AT 1) am e s ol Tan

4
»

o gratify hi
of mcderstion in
individual & high

svil One sypears at his 4

w0 infect bime He will then be gble to casgt off the defiling influecnce.
ha suthor returns to further illustrate the poseible evils se-~
sut upon over indulgence. 2Jhus, for instance, the Torah ullowed lnter=-
ourse between non und his wile, yet the Tcrah has inmposed certsin restrice
1 2nis Torpnulation of the lew of hebit is aulmost modern. See Dewey and
't8 Zthicse paze J43.
2 Jnis .oncepiion ofywwrmis olde The locus clessiems of this id a is
nd in lach:zanl in his coumentery on Leviticus XIX:2, "As I au separated
0 ue ye sepsrated." (Cited by Schecter in As;ects of Tabbinie Theclogy
g 21 A cereful comps on of the pazsage in lachmani esnd the paccsag
; 21l ful compsri on he age in lluchmani t D B
1 r beok, will reveal a strikin: similerity. Let us gut them side by
Qe

Luzzatto
Sm:"\m O X5 Wi 1Sty aavn £ [* a0
N it Wi bt
PP DD BN AN AR My
N 1Inx BN DN SN npvg Nk b
"5329 DEUO PN D DI esr e WY DIV VK
TNAND D) S5 s ORON YUbSH [ SRR

T L DN by \e¥w s Sy ,-\sw\sl THEL K OMg D'RIN VIEBO Y K50 DBR W (ly)

Lschrmeni?
DYV J'90¥ Al aHvaga MIRTH N v:.xm\
ST A AYOXY R Wk RN A

WK Anta Tu: HIEDEY CiPm AR 533 Xd
TWS23H &5 s AU, eeae AW WIAVK

"'l.ﬂa" u "ﬁ“hoo.o.)\\‘m \‘6‘; ']x‘h ‘50
SAvna sy MY AU SEST FOADIET

L'3AN"N
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in this regarde Similerly the wearing of jewsels snd finery is al-
zde The Torah contains no lsws concerning dress except ~izith und

—

shatreg)e Yet we 21l know how many vices result from s pasaionate love

"

of jewelre 2The 2vil Une is after the man of pomp end venitye In fact

[N

svory worldly object may become & menace to the individusl if asbuseds. The

law of sbastinence, therefore, dictates thet we should meke no concessions

‘geuc o can's zeintensnces ™ VMW MM DOV WINSY WY wv
MDY KAYN

But our suthor is aware of the stringency of the rule which he

2’) ‘-4_ ;‘d.— .-?
vo extravarance Or sleasurey but to partaske only of the things necessié

leys down, while elso enticipsting the objections which some legsliztic
¢ e ipht raise: numely, thet it is presumptuocus on sny individusl's

ert teo nodily and improve ugoen the radbinicsl codese ™And if you will

ud£ 1 those restrietions 're s0 imperative for men's moral welfere, why

y +% ~ 4 - T nten harm avar P AR 'Cavin w
s—ild not the suges (rabbis) kexe enacted them even us they enacted fences
snd ordinancese™ To thiz objection . ur suthor replies as follows: The
retbls r<cortain eesew mede cincesgions to ¢ c¢ekness of the cverage

or wiczgeonf men) snd therefore did not establish such prchibitions =z8
o .

114 overtax the andurance ¢ the mejority of peocple.™ Clesrly, then

he rebrinical laws must not be taxen as the Jupreme law o7 zonducte’

1: TR N'VRy & K13¥A XM WYIT 1 PY2 01T 53K oue an
SUTN AV T DO WA 0 R DRTINYS C'913' AR A 1D BE XX WITA o an 1T Fy 0

Y
teient (fvid P BRTANY MR DXY SIXD
Nt X$®’22 20N

re ;:hch:'.'.;f._i-';..l *vE

|'PArR mrwvsy QrnEl P DY NU AT
ADIrA gnyy 0'I%9% DNV B Y2
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Here our author betrays his eristocratic leanings. There is an

vristeocracy of sainthoode For, after ull, saintliness is not for all sorts
end conditions of mene It would be well if the sversge men achieved the
‘ezree 07 the Tsaddike It is sufficient that & minority should mount to
the heights of holinesa. The rigorous practices included inmMwr® sre
for trhose who would scale the heights. The Almighty hes in his wisdom

eted men with different degrees of susceptibility. Ao YA WY D

TTIIA NN OIEY AX 1D WK IR TN 1AD YU ST D)0, val v Al

Therefore, the Almighty endowed & small cirecle with 2 peculiar spirituel
rower und charged them with the task of developing themselves intoQs 7O
She holiness and piety end merits of this group /2 49140 *TY'A? will bve

rged to the account of &ll of the House of Isrﬁel.J'\.::rr" OaIdINH YUV M

NIV AW Ts:.n' MANX X Lradm nSan pA
Jheir merit is distrituted uwnonp all the members in Isrsele These chosen

onug mugt practice cbstinences

Sut/there is zn undesiradble und repugnent Torm of sbstinence. There

A
eny Zcolish -_:.-;..-et..e:;- who ndot only rencunce the absolute necessities of
:i7e, but they torture themszlves and cgstipete their flesh snd inlflict
themagelves btruises znd other strunge punishments, which ure digplers-
v 204

Jn tht contrary the rabbtis have werned us - alnst self-torture. (Taanith 2Lb)

. This powar of trznsferring werits to others Is to my mind an aspect of

v ¢trine of JWVOY -+ 2he rszbbls heve L'.laf. the noticn that 2o pious
tenporery cun condone for the imperfections of the peoplee God 'udges

F serld hy tuking en aversgee Kankind is judged in accordence with the

té&r of rishtecus ond wickxed men it conteins.
8y spects pe 159 = 80



31

It is sinful to distort the body which gives shelter to the soul. (T2en
~°bs.11e) Eillel said:"See what care they bestow upon the Rmperor's

:tatue; they keep it clean and bright: ought we not to keep God's image,
our body, clean snd free from every stain and ble::aish".1 (Leve Re 34:3).
This is the rule: "A men should avoid those worldly pleasures which re

J‘-.‘. r.l

guperfluous to his @ll being: but those needs which he recuires ‘suste-

nce, it is sinf-1 to renounce." 123V A\ S0 nnXhn 553“15 I
XITMU 9 991, 0T Yiatw 1S X TIE DYED YA D ndim
Tn'a S5 T TR, AR AT TN B0V N XN IR 1 STIONM T ads ZiETXN S THRID

nciple. The spplicution is left to the individuel 's own

]

&

it
L

ct
B
=]
g |
t-l-
n

Temperance cnd sgtringency must be exercised in (1) the sppetites.
) in legel injunctions. () in customury prectice. The gbstinence in

petites wus treated sboves By stringency im legel iniunctions WUy

T3' ) Y2 Luzatto moansg, that one should slwseys impose uyon himsgelf
the decision of it rigorous codifiersg, und even if the decision is
porte ; ©nu suthority;ené in &ll casss to rise zbove the letter

12 1 'Wwe 2Jrkis {8 1llustrated bty the cess of Mvr Ukba, who deserlbes
i1: own lenlient practice =3 "vinegur descended from wine™, hias fother re-
¢ cut cheege cfter meat only sfter & laypse of twenty focur hours.
{ in lu?h)o

Thae Wi\ nmust slso wvoid too mueh soeigl intercourse if he would

hineel? completely to the rvice of God« But here too, one runs the
r of ing driven into extreme claticn and withdrawg: from 1ife.
& 0 e X - ¥ wi.i3 I e 10 t -y  § ' C- _'-:11_‘1 3 S Cf
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is en unjewish principle. len is an organic nember of the larger

and he must mingle among men. Let him look to others as & means

fh

tshering his ends of pietye In the enrning of & livelihood, one

ussociete with good people, but the rest of the time should be de-

to neditation end the aschievement of true pietye This principle

.

;._li:a thet one should not multip y words =nd be Wﬁt3h+ul'ln all npette:s
A Ly w: e Lé'f. e Al A levs;
v‘ﬂo& until X uO.ﬂRﬂiw&ue buoyancy te—the rodiiy

suentse 1S OV IW W BN 18N ax S prenY
PAMNIN SX ¥y v
Jne yuelity of abstinence is best scquired by reflecting upon the
ap und transient character of the worldly enjoyments, us well =s uron
:lusiveness of desires Consider that life can not be measured by
raitory sensatl nse Our gppetites cre celled forth by the cherming

.y
i

‘tscinotion of the eye, which i: but of the moment. Iy there zny desire

ore slugive than snting? OUnce the food is awellowed the tuste dissupearse
g = » - 5 & - \ P .
Jaiak of this fect and efWetraint will coue easyes Furthermore, intemperate
t.n2 is the csuse of many ills; it produces & certain dullness, and pro-
) 1
< sertein geses vhich mount inte the brain, csusing umental sonfuzion.™
4 lizht of ¥ ese fects we nmny sssume that peoples will not hazerd dan-

Ja

r i1, 0-"exr to setisfy & pussing desiree A :nowledge anéd recogniticn cof

vtters will inspire caution und tempersnces It i3 150 recoumended

5 : 2dhoald move in cirecles of modest =nd chaste personse Associztion
Wi pompous wné volugtuous psople is contagious and is beound tc¢ infiame
jionse TFinally, our uthor rec ernds 2lcolness s the 3t in=-
snovroehle fortification against the devil. koep sway from lustiul things
i the turbulent passions will Yo silencede This, i. ee retiraumeni, wes
l ou i na the sume efifects tou lunactivity.
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the highest ideal of Israel's scges end seers. But let every man be
sgubious in the search of this goal. It can not be achieved by & single

Lespe Lot him retire bit by bitJWP MNP DrRASE 3 s e RS

U $210 193 1S Awh D YIBAS 12 SAYW AR edw Y W ~nnl WeH

snd every step will lend an easiness to the next step until it will set-

+1a into cecond nature.

Chapters XVI - X¥EL X W/

Treating of the Virtue of Sincerity.l
MOV T D XA

By NN our suthor means the cleansing cnd improvement of the

neort, end the thoughts snd disposition§. ALl our decds rust be free from

+he base £l1loy of sin or passion. Even the men who practices temperance

artakes only 9f the bare necessities of life, must &lso qarify his

1L

~+iveg so thet the minimun should not be defiled b; bad motivese But let

211 sction be born of love acnd for its omn sake. 7\7095 llany a lovely
LUTC2e O
snd geood act is frequently dictated by impure and inferior motives IM

Tﬂub Many pious acts are performed from self seeking desires, the

=z
~cce of reward,” or other selfish end§ .

T

Thee cforemsan- .elrfish motives sre farriliar to all end sre easi=-

1y guarded sgainste But the real difficulty in the metter of TATATD

-

‘= nzve rendcred NP2 "purity". Furthermore, sense requires such

1 I found it most accurate to render MDD by sinceritye
a'rer.a-ering. It means purity of motive.

“"Phiz torm (heart) stood for the voluntary disposition, especislly in its
iurer springs of emotion =nd sentiment, affections and passions”. Dewey &
cufts <thics p. 105. '

3 The rabbis dc not discourage setion proceeding from this mwotive, on the
zround that nkvs X2 NhLS XSv nynl’esae'nim 50by 4 Schechter, dspects 161-1c2.

"y

7Ny
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. s in detecting the "black spot" NOXN MHYnthe N n 3"30
ixed motives), the inconspicuous "speck’of impurity which so frequently
sregps into an acte Here is & men who starts out to perform an act for
‘4,¢ own sake R WYY but unconsciously and involuntarily a
4zs're for applause or approwal will enter into the acte Or the dosire

« pluuss will not enter directly into the sct, but cnly indirectly, =s

tonlus “0 greater efforty thus incressing hic orthuzinid. DYDY

TR AR AR SE 1S vl Imowy ver \'tmn W XD ox 19X

Jhis increment of enthusiasm is produced by an iwmpure motive;(i.e., self
»steem) and 1is sinful.t THIMAWY FIAVUYH NN IO I ATH AHedran "W

-

I short, every worldly intention te xcluded from the aete The mor-
worth of an ect lies in its disinleresternesse
Our author does not f=il to add, however, that it is humanly im-
t0zgible to erese every "speck™ of thc desire Ior spproval, dut it must
e reduce’ to & negligible quantitye And in the wmeusure in which the
sus man succeeds in vanishing impure motives, he will attain to nolinesse
4 —uon's suintliness can be tested by this yuality of ™ TYLI. The rabbis
that God wants the heart ¥ XAY XImdT™ The
rt wu.t be purged of all bdlemish before one can enlietjihe service of
o -'i*:lna.a The heart 1: the sovereign of the humen body, having dominion
var 211 the other litlks, and if the heart fails to function in the right
firection, the other nembers of the body can not function properly. As
verse in Proverbs says: "liy son give me thy hesrt". (Prove 23:26).
The conditiocn of the schievement of the guelity of sincerity is
.rfecti n of the inner:zost fcelingse This will follow =5 & natursal

3

2l if the virtues slready enumerated iIn the previous chagters have haen

1 sur suthor's :oncevtion of Purity of llotive resembles Kant's Good Will.
2 Zochye in hison2a2ad maimdwells st great length on sincere motives,
o=, .i the title ofthe book indicutes, 'duties of the hosrte

¢ £ fepr RA '{1- Lo & /{ "y e Tk ¥ ~lres 2 "'t’.."

}.

e
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gypropristeds Luzzatto dbriefly summarizes the conclusions of the foregoing
oL

cre, ters and re-emphesizes the need of reflectiom in the casting 70f the

yut . cul propensitiese As to the virtue of sincerity, he reflects that the

izner feelings of the heart must be cleansed of all irrelevant motives,

both in desling with material and spiritusl affairs. O’ YYMIA MY N

UYL WY R XD ORI
4ll +Tforts must lead to piety. All extreneous thoughts should be barred.
The suthor urges the reader not to enter upon his relig ous obligaticns too
suddenlye Let him spend some time in getting into the proper frame of mind
wnd in the desired mood, &s the ancient seints used to do. (Berachoth 30b)

They wmould spend one hour in preparation for prayer, inaking off s11 foreig.

[ L]
.
"

rd i relevant thoughts and refilling their soulsg with love and revaerence.

(1)
The hindrances to sincerity are ignorance of the tramsiency of
R P

anterial things (2) inadequsate preparation prior to the execution of religi=

20 2o

CUs CUViILGe

Chapters IVIII - % X'
ST OMT Mo MuXx

Preating of the Juality of Sgintlincss

*he next quality in the "chain of virtues" iz NI U OTMisaint-
lin.sse Luzzatto takes the opportunity in this chapter to correct the pos-
sur view of saintlinozse MNany things, ha 4. clares, pass for plety emong
the mz jority of peoplee There zre those who zive the impression that plety

n.lsts in feats, vigils, the recital of long and many proyers, confessions

~ .

loud wuiling, reverent postures, und sscetic practices, such us t

“&einz of snow and ice beths, e&nd the likeet Thig is not true pisty. This
N PRI
ty with the soul taken out of ite It 1s oply & corpseil VONM }'_)S\‘

- -y 4

the L¢gential things sre lackinge Soms of the practices may be of .oue

1 3ee 'IOJTMI JVWKN Chapters on Holiness and Repentance wher-e ice baths
&re re.oamendeds cfe Introduction to "-TT«)\"W of Eliezer of Wormse
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2he gquelity of saintlincss may be viewed in u threefold manner:

+£liness in connection with the sct its=1f. (II) In the method of

ing the acts (III) In the intentione

- aal

(I) The first falls into two subdivisions: (a) fﬁuty toward God.
iuty toward our neighborse.

(Is) Concerning our duty toward God, our suthor re-cmphesizes the
wunce 0f observing all the minute details of the law as far ss is
.oszibles The rabbis commend highly those who fulfill the moxi-
the legal requirements. ( .uccah 36sa) 1
(Ib) The duties repulsting the affsirs hetween man and his neigh-

the principle that mun chould slways excrcise himself in

o
1 zervice angd uindl,; theughts, in order tha. our needy neicghbors
ind rest end ..,u..a;Ctho Luzzetto takes up the conceiti n of helplul

¢ under three neadings: (1) gersonal szervice; (2) monstary ussist-

genner pos ible snd share

"IIAD_iielp your fellow nen in whrtever ne
?ense Avoid anything that might result in injury to him. “Y.)!Q;

vith monctary cssistance is:

.2iple to be obgerved in cocnnacticn
property of your neighbor be sns zacred and inviclable to you &s
cvme™ (Aiboth 2:17)e =11\ sime evory opportunity to do some
t for your n ighbor in unything wvhalever. 3Spere him ull heart-
ontribute always to your neighbor's hoppine s« Tkis is the lew of

b
shesd87i,.« This includes not only
/‘ 'y s J L‘

=12 ll'lah‘l F‘IM‘L hia

hics Bl ‘8YyS8 ai hh...- izes the

.
o]
P e
11423
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criving, but spiritusl help of sny varietye. It is & wider t u4nef1°en-u.1
is cttitude is & vary ezsentisl requisite to saintlinesse The word "l'z)“
ierives from “UOW1pointing to its radicel significunce for the saint.
tharaore, gemiluth chesddim iz one of the pillars of scelety. (Aboth
:2)e This virtue looks beyond mere charity; it is larger snd more inclue
e t iz the gift, plus the giver, which makes liberality a true vir-

.: In the end the exercise of this virtue payse God, wrho metes out
sure JOr muesure, !\\ 1Y) A h"\YD""ill re=-inmblurse the heneluic-
-, (und will punish the ungenerous)e "He vho dcals kindly will Te re=-
rd.d with kindnesg«" e receive in proportion tc¢ the smrunt we givee. The
le of kindness and sympethy must be extended to sll creatures, even

tiy sub=human. 1HMHA WII DHW MU'

~uzzsetto cltes 4 nunter of exgmples ¢f rabbis whe devited theu-

'z Lo the luw of chasi

for vhichk they were revarded with hspoie

(1]
1%
ct
e
2
(e 1)

g wd lanpth of ¢a a.

4

(II) The ‘ethod of Carrying Cut zn Acty ™MW \?1\X,‘

farsher subdivided into (&) Posr (Xeverence), (b) Love, (which i: fur-

nelyzeble into the three comp-nents, Joy, Coxmunion nnd Jeedsusy,

e .
g ‘
_._;4..’¢

e MWSONinclntes the act of nuréing the sick #nd the dying, hospie

1ity 10 trensients, dowering the bride, ( NSd NC \Z)‘\) somfert-
ne mourners znd tending the deade ofe. Jabbotn 104s8. 5¢e cliso lorris
~n's Judaism cs Creed and Lifes ;o ..48.

shree things the rabhis =gy Q' =OM NIV axcels nere charitye. Iic pift
L2efed Tor it, but the piving of one's self; it nmay be done to ${he rich
oll 8 the poore It way be dona not oply to the living, bhut to the d-ad
o ¢Ts Juecceh 4%h.

Cneze illustrations bear ocut the principle that %he ‘\'djr‘ael-

:ts & spee-
grave of lawa to which he devotcsg himeslf with prest zeal anéd scrupu=~
1228« The specisal grouyp Tecom:s a hobd, with & particular rabbi, his
zertion 0of 1V STV « 2hhs -ebbi Zakkai mede it his busines
—{ il oI The ritudl ;;‘ ue'l_;n iel reguirsments ~ith the utmcst caree
e Z"hje Ze'ere hud a specisl group of luws fo vhich he gave asbsolute

"1 ns¢e (alxture of herus».ial and morel). Fub Is said to heve observed



39
II(a) Pesr, =8 o'r esuthor undsrstends it, IRy is & sensi=-
raness to the Tivine “resences Of couvrse, it is not easy to cultivate
-t sense, in as nuch gg it is difficult to perceive or conceive the ine
+isible or unseen. It lies ocutside of the scope of sense perceptione. \Qj'
5OoMTY WY winan \'Xaut it is not beyond one's resch. Re=

Jlecvion will meke one aware of the reality of the unseen. Let men con-

toest God's infinite grontness and majesty end wisdom with man's worth-
1-354:88 und crudeness, eni he is bo.nd to shrivel =nd shrink and become

iittlee This will inspire (UNTY rewerence in his soule Let this fesr

L4

cosgession of the hesrt firs., and then the body will sssume the cor-
sz onding sttitude: i. e., the cttitude of lowlinesa§ hunging the hend
_ow, dcep bowing, lowering the syes, the attitude & servant assumes in the

5 - 2 1
sence of the =mperor. (Sabbath 10s) ~.

-~

P 1L YYDV W\ DD But it iz not enough to be meek sand

bles It is fitting to glorify, not oursclves, but our liskere Ve can

29 1t by Tulfilling the commendments in the choicest snd most besutiful
v13-r vossiblee It is not cnough to merely discharge & religious obli-
but it shoulfR be discherged with u certsin delicacy and begutyy?

AT S

vellishment of the mizvehe This obligstion is derived by our rabhis

t is known in Rabbinic 1literat

the verse in Zxué 165:2, "2his is my God ené 1 zhall zlorily him".

sse MMM -xercise of the mitzveih, by usinz besautiful Zizith, beautiful

“iugs of Chasiduthe See ;p’far He Ora &de Buber pge 3 cnd 4.
nls contradlicets the ideo-motor theory expounded carlier.
j¢s Shuichan Aruch Jrach Chuimes vare 656 ¥ VDI TS 1\\3 W
ATV NY) ?1 TSN W'
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¢ one third N7 JW "I of his prOpertyl (E+Xe9b; Lethuboth 50a).

.3 1et no one attempt to excu:ze his negligence in thi: matter of

ceying that God is sbove such things: thet He is not affected, or

tribed by BRI e of the litzvahe 7While it is true that

God is not in need of our adornments and sdorations, we owe Him our very o

4 \o ",
b ¢t <nd choicest, and he who minimizes its importcnce is & trunsgreaaord?

ubtinieel literature is replete with illustrations in which the rsbhis
{00k crecicl cere Lo beautify the different ritusl acts,;hereﬁ; senhancing
vhe guolity of 1t. Acong others, Luzzatto mentions the &ncient practice
nich obtuined among many, of conveyimg the first fruits OI"™YVW DA in
bue o ets of golde Another illustrstion is the cuse of Hsau, vho took pertie=-
ulzr care in gppearing well clad in the presence of his father. (2.2.27:15)
L. ouch more cere shculd one take when appesring bsfore our Father in
i:aven. Hence the Sabbath and the Festivels sk uléd receive special and
neroug recognition in this regerds The rule to be observed in this mete-
r 12 cs follows: we shuuld do ell we possibly can to magnify the nobile

cnd dignuity of the 3abbathe This time honored rule induced mony & rebe-

o

. participate actively in the ushoring in of the Zsbbath.”™ Luz:atto

ct content ~ith mere Zthicse. BHe ocuphssizes the nced of religious eti=-

«'%e and dellcecy t©3 u means of cultivating the attitude of reverence.

(I(B) Love, «» Its cowuponents sre (1) Joyl(2) Communion (3)
o iy &
LT LTV E
"Dha meaning o this Love is thet man chould be long ng <nd yearn-
Loy the nesrness of Cod, blessed be he, and striving to resch his
1l ss& the sowmnentaries on Be Le 9b, ~iscussing the meaning of LN

: VRO M0 XIBS A0,XW 20N FAPOREPAOIE Y B MR TN

s iz I bulieva, beus -ondered by -ur LOorm QOTIUNiONe




41
.olinc:s in semc manner, &s h: would pursue the object of his passion end
“fectivne He should feel thet joy cnd delight in mentioning Hi:c neme, in
ttering His praises undé in oceupying himself with the words of the Torzh,
i » a lover feels toward the wife of his y.uth, or the fether toward his
Ly i n, finding delight in mercly holding converse thout them «..sceccee

&n vho loves his mother with & real 1love requires no persussion and

s-uent Ior his service, on the contrery, his heert will - on its own

nt - ettract him to it nowe DThi: is ind:ced the degrece ( in the ser=-

of Cod) to which our eerlier saints, the ssints of the liost Eigh at-
ine? toe As King David seid, 'As The hart punteth alter the water brooks,

curteth my soul after thee, O God, the loving God', end ss the prophet

s.id, '"Jhe desire of our soul is to thy nsne, &nd to the remembrance of Thee!

da g

iIse7C:' )e 2his love must not be & love 'depending on something?®, thet is

@ éhoulé not love God &3 his benefactor, making him rich end prosper=

g, 1t 1t mu:t be like the love of & son to his father, & real natursl
- . . . > . " - . . ] l
8 esssssse A8 iV io s8id, 'Is he not thy father who has b.ught thaee.' %.

e renl test o7 this love apgears in the time of distress and
ione At such & time let hiwm who is tremblin. in uncertaintly, Keep
a6 inese two expglencstions. One By »hizh all will beneflit, and the
=r = vwhich only the wise will wnderstand =#né e, preciaste. ¥First, let it
rev@zbared that "everytning *hich 1. Aecreed from huaven i: intended to

¢ L goof puruposes™ 2Zven the = _parent evil und uisfortune ure servents

groater poode omzzatto illuutrates this with a mashal: the aur-

n, “Fily ongeaed in «n epuarently brutel set of 'mputeting his peticnt’s

e znchysa: -QS:'\ MmN oeection ATV pare 10U SECE ..'ChQCht"‘.", Acpecis
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1izh, iy really ectuated hy a good e&nd noble purpose: i.e., to save the

stient's 1ifee The gutient will not b.er any hetred ngeinst the Lhysicisn:

ontrary he will love him the more for ite Thus let nen view his own

seboities, 85 me sengers of Cod's love znd mercye God is only cruel %o de

2hie cxplunetion of 3vil will satisfy end console the masse

s
v

£ the

z0zle, Put the "Yleet" znd sacintly ones nee” not resort even to thst explew

-
YusS

bore

neiise ohe salntly person effaces vhe self from &ll his relir

rrdent prayer is to exelt God's perfection, tnd the grenler the

.3, thu happier he is, since every obstacle is 2lso snother oppo

éutiese.

re

-
- Wk

gigt=

nity

su= .2lf surrendire Zven as the grest :cldior vwill select the herdest po-

cion in the battle in order to glve evid nce of hiz strenzth rnd

¢r 3 the lover will rejoice in the ogportunity ol zomne during and
3 Tor the sske of his bhclovede

30 much for the generel scope of loves The offshoots of ih

¢ .union, Joy rni JeelOuwey (Zcalye Let us briefiy deal with ocsch:

=tionge He will, if he loves God, exclude every po0s Ibili

iruwal “rom exirancous or disquleting metters. It amuns comple
SR in divine s ryices 7The real smint =—ill net be dlsturted,
d "y unythings It is told of ".. Haninu be Dose, tht once

endurcrnce,

chivelrous

ireservedly to hiy lMuker, especislly ~hile cngsged in his relipgi-

suped in hi: devotions, & 1 z:zrd bit kim, bhut he 4ié anot interrupt

rurcrSe  Jbon £8ked by hiz diciples how hz did it, ho nzswered

.

sreoceupied in prayer, sg not oven tc Zeel the Dite. (YereZor

¢ry iu found in the Bobjylonic

¢« 2L,s (AnGther version of the sujde &

‘28 He¢ is s<novn for his ssintlinezs uwné Thaunusturgic powers.

L

<86

Zara

4 . iry g miracle worker 0 the first century, = Tevorite ol &ll the

J.E
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re truly plous man is not conscious of sny interruptions. We

rs .-..-;.)o
i1 schieve this yuality, which is sn offshoot of lovee The Bible

n® galin enjoins detechment Irom the worldly affsirs =mnd sttechment

:9)0

Ca

CuBe™ (Dovte S03%20; Pse 6

L VYYD Joy is the second offshoot of the pove of Gode It

¢sgential element in worship, ns well as in sny other form of relig-

rvices The Peaclms urge us to rejoice in the Lorde As it 1s said:

[

(Pse louzZJ) "Serve the Lord with joy, come lLefore Him with zledn-ss’. The

L i3 huve indlcatedﬁghe Joy sceom; enying & coumandment constitutes the es-
antin ;;rt.ﬁ ST OV NTWAVY the fulfilling of & law must be ut-
def by exubersnce and enthusiasm befitting the digznity of the Torahe The
0l: Scox of rFealma vibrates with joje Thut sentimant we auat ':-.ppz':lpri&t‘.a.;5
iz Zivine JSpirit, the rabbis say, coweth not ut the boeck of useless arief,

lzn“; (Ssbtath 30b; 6F

¢t the cell of joy - Joy =zanctified by relig
i LIV M ,3“\ IV:15)e 2hiz is5 the dominant note

-1l of Zubbinic usnd devotionsl literaturee.

N A\ Jemtewsy(Zosld lan zhould be Jeelous, btut only for

« o:.mu3t hate those who hate Him, o the ond that the Clory of God
ynified and exaultede o should 2uunlzte in this regurd the provhet
llsh, "ho ausid: "I have heen very jeclous for the Lord God of Hosta".

p—

‘e 19:10)e He -hould be moved to defend the nume of God, aven =3 we ure

;o.pted o protect the good n-me of & fearly beloved one. Hence, he who

radugtion the Zokeeac
2o Zachye SWAIJIN MMATM see” 1on L WV ALY pare 3; of Puchys
n Ck=l ah Mg “\Eb ch 1142 ¢fe Orennth Tsaddikin Jectlio
Jua ctlso Jcseftuh ot i+ 3ifre 52b; Yoma T72be
e.phasis upon joy of the Low is significent. It repudiates zguln the
L Judnism is & metter o external authority; that the Jew is n slave
i-w: “nct ours is a religion of lew, rather than lovee The chepters in
< wnfor Aiscussion evidence Just the opposite tendencye oJ.c¢ Schech=

:et& che 1le I.._-.",l-:r' NnadloZy Se 430,
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truly loves God will shrink back from sll evil, as it is wriiten: "They

who love the Lord,

30 much for
yet another factor
The hope of reward

suthor declares

of reweard

magnify

sgke of

hate evil"e Pse 97:10).

the matter znd manner of saintliness

to be considered: i.e., the motive,

ne
e b

a motive for uction is not to bhe

But there is

or intention. NIV

A
ona

e mned, our

DY T NI ' AW xS S xS

und fear of punishment &re not the h

ighest &nd mozst

NAIO AT WOV 1D 0 XS 313 XS

The nmost worthy incentive iz his who

458

ing His Joesty =nd Nemee. He who an

es God for

nihils gelf

itozether und serves without reference to personal ends or selfl ggsron-
dizement, 1lg the true™'ON. 3uch & pverson will deplore the sordid motives

S
TNich

-~ d v4e
ciNls

di er

end 8

(Tenn

T

tion

.....

v, T
| fia
4

4

%
Qi

iler,

itye Ho will with

concerned

ested
aeLs

—

¢ debe

know

unfclding the Tivine

individwd zuvert from the
pe 485, cfe Pelix idler,

the value
Jewlsh
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:ingle hended, and ‘h’a_ﬂnce poverlesse SHemembsr that the sages said: "It
not for thee to :‘ix.l:'..'.he work, nor art thee free to drsist from it".
(Aboth 2:21)e Hach man is Yo contribute his share to the best of his gbil-
tt7.% This 15 one aspect o WV-IVD.

Ancther ospect of \-\Q\bics thet every picus man should be zc-

t.tted by o desire to transfer his merits tc his less gious znd less fortu-

sote sontemporaries. ATIYTUAHAOS I'VNYY DL \\:)J\?\L]

4. i3 ih=z will of God thet the seiutly on-s should etone for the iaperfee-
lens of the lower (ethical) strata of the peoplee God does not desire the
structi.n of the wickeds He rejoices when the pious, by their good doeds,

erxercise & protective influcnce over the trunsgrecsorse The " /s ™ iag more

table to God whem he imput:s his rightecusness Lo the esccount of the

weCe

.

o
-

inners 3very oM pocesesses the power of obteinimg Cod's pardon for the

wiczed. (cf IxXe XXXII:10), and he imust utilize that powere

The Standards of Ssintliness J| 1 OYVY 1) ht)\U'l’D
\

Th most difficult matter in loating & seintly 1life is the proper
- ™

"walrnlng of one's scts". Luzzatto smploys the word Viin the sense of

_hing and investigating into wll the possitle conssguences und results

5

te 2The conditions of a pious act sre three: (1) Sincerity, or dis-

= & P
0l Zn &o

intorestednesgs '« “«ToN DWW RN, (2) Serupulous investipation to szscertein
huther or not the act will leosd to the desired cond 3 o (3)
[oplicit fzith in God's justice 'y, . o bte in the line of

«~intly conluct £ll of thease three conditions must be sstisfied. These

ill sct us guerds s2einst the Yetz r Hora, who is slways réady to cairap

i Jur suthor uses the 3cme puilsage and the ssme argument in z2aswvwer to
-t " & -~ 1 - - - R a2 4l 4 L 8 Loy - -~ -
.zoge who lgnore the study of Cobusl@h. on the 2rou vhilis 2% v 7nd

'S .+ See SOV OTaw WP 7 )
2 Thi: conception is connected with the idea of IV 4 Thi: metier is
Lractsd nt greet length by ichechter, aspects. che XII, compsre John L:Z9.
She neoption of rlcarious atonement is related to this noticn.
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Seintly conduct is the result of reflection and insight and csu-
tione A seintly diued can not be recognized st first sight \?\‘.‘{W\’J Séj
\ivit is based on reason znd deliberate reflection.l The good motive
-cn not be divorced from good conseyuences. The ends must be tsken into
sengid ratione "It happens freguently thet we parceive =zn act ag good
¢ Zirst blush; further investigetion would revesl und: sirable conse-
3uch azn act can not be sszid t2 be guod. Thisc case iz illus-
wrated by the story of Gedaliash ber Ahikem, who becsuse of his over con-

“idence in Ishmeel ceusze? the desth of his followerse (liiddch Cla; compe

2ra 41:9)e This i: & clear exsmple of misdirected and uncalculoted vir-
tue fdeflected Lo evile Thu element of calculution must slweys snter into
I ucte Anothe. instence of umiispguided zog8l 1. the cuse of He Zechariah

ber Abail.sg, *ho refusef to accept the blemished calf which Lhe enperor
ceuzing the downfsll of Jerusaleme Coucirm-
iny him 2. Johenan s8id thut his humility JNANVIY (in refruin-

/ A

A 3 & A = - k) P
inz to vote) brought about the destruction of the tengple.” (Gite.3Ge,

sent a3 & seerifice, thereb

-

o2-.fts 3habbe (VI:<; Lame Re I7:2)e By &1l this our autkor nmeans to .

show that it is ubzsurd to :ling tc the striet letter of trhe law, independ-

[

of circumstences, or obvioug, overt results.
Shoere zre timws vhen il ic nobler to leeve & commsndmont undcne
vhen to fulfill ite herever the fulfillment of = low i: apt to zlve

yirth to strife or vontention IV is best to omit it. (the very

sne lew would in that ce3e be delernted)s This is further torne out b

1 3r, rs we ~culd sy, scod ¢onduct iz not intuitionsl. J.e Tewey Pufts
tr.ic8e pe S1l7-25.

£ One 0f the 1ze8 rs ‘<€ the Zuslots in the time of the destruetlon of

the zecon® temple.

: Ce o Yole X CAT

[ N S ] L . vOle ..II e L2 -

& Jorizk Zihics is utiliterisn, us well o3 formalistice
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SZCZ‘;‘ 0: :he .-';I‘}: \F.-Zc."... Chn:" ,a

t
{4
(S

zzatto goes a 1little furthers 7Th re¢ sre occsaions whenr car-

ractices (of winor significunce) should be su pended, us for

m.aple, 12 the practice in guestion is lisble to provoke scorn and levity,

nus exposing the scorners to sin. Of course

:tices =8 are no: confirumes duties. THITVY N DA'X D !
I wrplies only to the "uflter-courses of &Lif.tlillu;a’i-"ln“‘\‘é“ ﬂ\ﬁd\n

thiz auplics only to such [

. . 4% iiemce | 4 o e Lol » e & Aa ;
vilr U L0y U8 I.:;J th.. 1.--.":.t';e).“ tnu - i ’.I"_u PGy V. an L¢v 1S ‘J_-':."f."!— ‘

ot ugon the Lime, the place, rnd the persons In every case, let the |

(]
- - - - - . - “
n3syu-nees, £S5 vwell os the mwotive, determine the desirsbility ol =n scte ‘

NIR WY RN NY X0 S Ian aratni ‘\Sm > )

B

o

Tho methods of acquiring saintliness, the suxilieries to (icus ge-
tivity, 4re (1) an scxnovwledgement of the insuperuble diztance baetween the

‘inite eongd the infinite, and (2) & vonsciousness of Godls loving kinénesse.

Jlese Tacts will inspgire enthusiasm end yearning «fter the zommunicn ~ith
¢ Divinee.
To tecoune uvure ol these e iusplring Tnets, one needs orivac)
F retireer ich pre cc cive to meditesl Tt necentrotione The
cdglag of Devad, ell s9 th yoarlery lives of I:rsel’ ints, 11
1.0 pTCVE ."::I._ 1l
= hindering clreunsimicos of ntl 3 ro shaorpiion in
orldl orries w.d worldly eunjeyaentde Jhey sre negatire forcas druwing
: gy Trol the guule lhe T 3y Tor morry Lls JTalth YA HDosem-
I-o -k
ar th't Cod [ixcus in edvence the unt of ou k individuol's z0mse Bub

I R0 DR (X0 AR AN 53 NS 1D JERa TIPS MW Ak § At Sw 8o
11 X9 S pime DD

. ' s+ @9 s 5 0 : Wt T g1 g6 LYo - % & oamey igge O -+
& Jur guthor slready i 11d. /Y TWA6 LuovVe Lng C wICGVETEleE 0. “IOL e
i - .- % & 4. bt L “ T Shmod s 4 "3 =
= risgluensc W Lha LOU 03 Ol gutzaclive id ;b g +vB8303 v 1la P37
=y i - . .4 4 i : ;
LALVILICE L INEixlive s | vie b § ) 1.




:zetto foels the difficulty here. One is tempted to ssk, 1f so, men

Lo
bal
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ct
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ct
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tide, even 1if we spend

[4F]

in idleness. 3But ss & metter o fact. our cutnor fAcclsres it is

Zach person's zilotment, though determined, is conditioned upen

2 lebore unl; he who labors will receive the cppropriations Work |

inescapudble lev of the Jniversee The unt of work, however
- " - -

|
»
o sl 105 A £ s ST o S (e R —— nie B0 E _— p..Y o= o e
Fi56Cv LOU '8 eppoinvuents,; & uminimum will suffice $o 2ulfill the
8. donce 1t is cbsurd t0 pass €11 the time in businezs setivitye ‘
|

e ~hey assigneé to lorah a primery portion zné tmde businecs

Chupters iXIT - wad® X X !/

-
i

the Qualiiy T leoiness

\\]’:ﬁ\ NN W\)L‘

se ol the yiclity of pride (chove) the proise o

- - o
& a8l 1l .
i

11ty must heve its roots in thoight ss wall :8 in netion ek~
3L Z1rst exiat as un ottitude of mind, 28 n posture of &} l. 2¢

;@K is sheer nyyoerisy, wund k. desplesbl:e Keekucss us ag sttie

ind consiste In the convietion thet 21l mern are sgusle There is
<2t us remember thiut no person is wishout dbiezizh or defscts De-
iviness ey be vongenitul, wdventitious or nereditarye he wi,cst of
OLlten compalled to seex tke crun.el of ais lellow wene No mostzel

cunisciente Dhe idegl caints of Isrsel precticed humility. (Hullin E9a)

Sachya 5‘:\"\“ secticn TW'AIDW) Pare 8-10  gfe Gebriol YHIN SR
i Moav S ety DS R '\i\nu sect 1_;:* \‘V‘"
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#¢ wuch more chould we su.prets our pride, we who =re as infants com=-
1
rad with the ideal cheracters of tncient times. Be mindful of the fact
.3 our understanding is frail =znd fragile; that we &are &s tabes who =now

¢tihinge Whet reason hes ﬁu-t—uorn man tc boest?

o

¢ far we have dcalt with humility as a mental attitude. HNow let |
Le treat of "WYY 55 reflected in cetione Zhis cspeet of the virtue is

_ - . 4 L]
Julyseble into four elements: (1) 5¢1f abosement in sonduet in genersl.

(2) runility, as reflected in the 2bility to tolerate insult, (3) the rejos= '
of 1ordehi_. and honor, (4) the bestowing of honor upon othcorse |

s¢lf Abassement in Conduet includes modcsty in speech, demcarour and

iresg8e Speak gently at all times. DJoke your place cmong the lowlye Avoid
41'

Loterietye Humility is a.,? iditetio Dei e

70 tolerate humiliction is clso & symptom of mcekness, cs illue-

A

trated In the life of Bqba e Bute =nd Hillel. Jclf abesement iz slweys

The rejection ol lordship and fame is commended in the Micshnch:

"Love rork and hate lordehip" (Aboth 1:10)e Lordskiy ond diznity moon zrecat

~aivilitye Jooegh iz Trought to on enrly grave bacouse of his respon=
i 11itye. (Peruchin .5« .omp:ire Pese H7 b: Pluto's Rupndblic 347 D, Prov.

WIVII:Z2)e As to [sme =nd vopluuse, Lhey are venity of vanitles, ccting as
n opiate upon the consciencee Applcuse Ttecomes o vurden the moms=nt we bo=-

itutions.

[

ms -enscious of our i

~

hoper upon others is praiseworihye As the rabbis

o
(¥

"he bestowing

nove gaid: "Uho is honored? Ee that honors manxind"e (Aboth 4:1) (ef. Ber

ib%.) Gr et everybody --ith cecourtesy, «s lintthioh be Charash said: "Se be-

sm which urevuils is every

ur <utnor is moved by the saze sort o i
ict he pgolden uLe in the paste

veriod o .-..or;, en ideelism wh
sf Shutbuth 133b.

J@ba te Bula wes o 4uecher at the time of Herod, the only ona spered by
crod (. sloty Bnd huamility (Gite. 578, lled &6b)

3b) Be is knorn for his

-
- wy " . i T
& JeuXe VOl. 2y Pe Gl
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[ o
Jur ant st chapter or
! LUuds un 083833107118,
"t > 2] il ™. - 1 i e T P L 2 ) i T s Yt A ¥ %" % S
L fgllowshipe g ol ] :ek are in & positi ” progs Lnrg -_1'. ne enmniLonges
T + rtnh a n0l3 y a3 -y 29 Lawatd 4 s %9 A TAL e & 2
1ife, to catch a4 plinpgse ol reslily. Joppy &re they wno slilvi=-
& = 14
- - .
The methods of seyguiring the beautiful juelity ol humiliicy &re Lwos
| (1) zZehit \ ‘\ \ () hnowleoge ang reileculor
ir e aunouyr e LASL asgulle
g e a4 iz+ie g 2 kneces Drea stiy. 1
SLEYLE ris c O CrRIIOE e LDTras8 o =edly,
- ] y | LI S ‘I-
- - Ly i - § 2
e L1l S0 necrriacd.

T . e : 1 el v > - T SRR Ty Tige.
if of L cI G n ig OYrizZil, it 1 ern. -.09 enc u 1
oo b= - - . y g K =% . ~ > CIERE ot S

1TC = -GL10 gYrOp, -nd 1LNer 4r " 1 gD1Ng: uC orm L wZ-
. . & 9 " : =y = Y R P
t (Job XiUV:5); ma 324T2 100 Lo :rt nbont to give scgount ang 1 L-
. 4 — A - 2 - . - + Tl ~ % & oy ! T 3 T &
4 - 05 Lne Kings,e bDlessen | Ze” (AhTLN <idie LA
-~ - % 1 ¢ - 1 | »
5 p 5 4 10t hut L3de ! DleT &g 1 Life
+ - % 4 + . 1 v - . g | Lo} . 2o %
Lat u L 27 har that everyihing rthly chang Ay terisl
. ¥ = il 2 a . e . '
ugs 2t t sient un 0 not cbi e. ven the ¥ x pain-
"1 so Tu*tad Miiias > and Tiias y Parg A Cortune
-4y - . - ca 4oy Wi - - -9 - - .e - s
. N . . - - 3 - 1 Fl 4% "W
N 614 rist sodn, ay | Lhe g T 00T =
" " - o & o~ . TATE | ¥ aay r L T . svy: ¥ ey or 2k o1 T+
- ax @ .--eﬂe e W 8D - Ul Ad bisd waeall L -V AT w - - o b - Al - L - Aaw
. - ~ = e . 1 v — - -
S-S G4 44/ J 4 - AU - - LiiZ o s =
| 1 - - & - e - e
- ChouwiiCiLB8a Wy SIS s LiC ! Lugy e
s, Pt 3 TR aE o o g L
e w1l 1 ) P uged Vol'aley wDLOX
La 1 AhI11YA . 1 3 “ 9, e na A4t 1 - PR R
41w A 1 20 Sy 1 S U SuTTupeal 11C LS Life Cgh g § LUSQUNLY
- - T4 ¢ a
o - sl - -t - - = . S .= T ’ an a
N DT €Ll :rfucvices 1L L7660 11l Oy dhilly Pi S peX L R 2 =




- 51

o - . -

adening influence of luxurye.

Igaorence is cnother obstacle. It is the chief hindrsnce to

izhtye On the olher hand, meekness is characteri:tic of the distinpuicsh=-

o z=n7 EKnowledge is therefore, an s2id to¢ the scquisition of

=ilitye. It is sed, but true, thut the unenlightened person is the most ]

¢d and great mene Is it not sgid concerning Moses, that he was the humblest

this virtuee.

And, finally, essociution with {latterers and hypocrites is & hin-

- B

ing circunstance in the exercise of mueknesse T0 be exposed to peopls

¢ luvish praise indiscrimingstely and unstintingly is o curses 2he unfor-

aitte part in this matter is that we ultimetely induce ocurselves into be-

[™

nuve 8 clear i1llustration of this in the story of Joash who succumbed to

flettery, thus falling into error and corruptione In fact, the corruption

ieving the extravegent praisese MNost men sre frail and hence gullible. Ve

in 11 roysl courts iz tc bhe oscridbed to the insincere adulstion of idle and

porugitie nobles.l

Chapters XXIV - %k X 77

Ireating of the Fesr of Sin.

AOVTI N W
This dispositioun rightly avpears toward the end o

iriuea"y It iz not cusy to cultivele thiv dispouition.
The dicposition of "Feer of Sin" hes two espects: (1
torment, WINTN SYR\Y (2) Fear of God's grestness |
rentiste the twoe.

(1) Foor of Punishment ic not en uncommon motive for

1 not the highest motivees If & men will refrain Zrom doing

. - - ™~

L
—
w
-
@
o
[+
-
(-
[}

S
-

Lhe"ehain of

) Faar of pun-

Let us dif=-

petion, but it

evil because of

“he ovil zonsegqucnces which vill ensue, in the form of hysical or spiritual

% "w : e . b 3 - - ] P &
1 4n obscerva.ion which history beera 2ut feithiullye.
" - 4 2 t -~ -] -
Lrea ! 1ln part under
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gein, ke is acting fesmself-loves Thi:c motive is not & commendable incen-

“{ve L0 sctione It will satisfy the ignorent and the women who are light
T dicposition.
For the zuperior mind this sort of "fesr" is unnece:sary =nd
:hztpe  Dheir motive must be more exsltede For them "Reverence" must con-
vitute the rule of conducte The desire to know the leme of God will Ye
~~eir guidees Duty for duty's sake will be their moxime This mutter has
.roady btesn trested at grester length nbovee.
Jur guthor distinguishes, however, between the "feur of God" SN
mvwmand "feor of Sin" XOTY N¥Xy « The former includes the lat-
¢re Both egim st the sunctification of God's name. But, "fear of God"
WO Ay ig an ettitude, or & wood ~hich wmenilests ite 1f on specisl
s:casions only, os for cxemple during grayer, or prior to the committal of
« 2in, in -which cases the "Ieer of God's majesty" acts as & preventive in-
Tlucnces "Feer of sin', however, lg not v spoumodic mood, but o constant
“titude of wind, in which the individusl hebituelly dwells among the nigh-

¢ thingse It 15 o delicate sensitiveness to the "faintest rumor o’ sin"

X o, ‘sn\u NT'X It is in this spirit thuet the Eook of Proverbs says;
py it the nan who fours anlways." (Prove *XVIII:14).

"RFeur of 2in" iz reluted to the uresent puab eud Lfutures In its Jj

- ® - - s - El % & % ~ £ T i ¥
tutentlonglly committed, ut illustrated b, the life of Egbas b. Buta, wke
% t vt o~ 1 4 - - Sl - Ll T ™y 3 ¥ ind > e - = ey 3 &
ght o free will offering evsry day, for fear 4hat ha might have commit-

tud sin requiring +tonement. (Kewboth Zis)e Similerly, Job .ulé rise up

iz, he morning uné offer burnt offerings for fesr Lhul his childron mizht
1ve tu ned away their hecerts from God in the midst of their cocizl engege-

.

nt8e. (Jobe 1:5)e Lhes¢ zre examples of Chassiduthe Atrehem ond lioses

-8z Durpdilh _xoelilent illustretions ¢f the “"Fesy of :in"s (Horayoth l2a;
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oo of 3in" is not easy of sttainment. It was easy for Moses to

cchieve It, becsuse of his strong attachment to God, but ordinary mor-

1
tuls zre hindered by their esrthly -iorggreal matter. Ah '\ [ ot S L LY
mﬁ\mﬂmu\}wmut the matter can be overcome.

The modes of atteoining "Pear of 3in" are (1) reflection cn God's

greetness end man's unworthinesse (2) Consciousness of God's providenco
znd omnipresence. God's footprints cnn be traced everywhere and noth-
ing is hidden from his sight. A recognition of these things will in-
zpire "reverence" and caution in us at all timese As the ssges secid:
‘Consider three things, and thou shalt not fall into the hands of trans-

graesczion: rnow whet is above thee - & seeing aye cnd & hearing eer, nnd
AP

-

ull thy deeds wri .ten in © booke" (Abothe II:1)e Recson und reflecticn

nlone will bring one to grasp the reslity of Gode _2nse perception cen

(=

% halp us %6 soe God. Coneeption i: neededs. Persistent niplicution
0 Zorsh snd unceasing mediteticon are the culy conditicng of the ettein-

4

wnt of this virtuee J.rldl; distractions und snnoysnces cre the
memlioa of virtue, this our euthor never tires o repecating.
Chzgter XIVI.
TWATUPRR AR AW
2repting of Eoliness.
Holiness 13 the noblest achisvement of umene” It begins wit}

rvice, "W MWAY (on the part of mun); und finlshes with reverd (from
1 2ni 1. ome 0f tho yrissiples of Heo Flatonisu.

. D A TR 2K XX VR W XS 1w P DAY D >

3 Eeduchah, ~hizh for our suthor 1s the higheat rung 1u the lcdrer, 1

L 20 repgarded by O0th r iystics. .hu.; 1duth gcoms 4“0 be the highest
sy varig) t, 'r‘.’.le Yedushsh runk: zs & greparctory virtue. JScze Lhs re-
rarg in Ahods 20 b, whence our asuthor draws kis framework [or the

",'b‘\o TOVTA AWeDOTW (Beed 0 Cce 92:50) ;
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hioven); it begine with effort (om the pert of man) end finishes with s
2ift (from hesven ansg &n act of zrace); it begins with men's self purifica=
t'on =nd Tinishes with his purificstion from heaven.e A4As the rebbis have
suld: "If men purifies himself 2 1little below, heeven will send him a coue=
ilate purificastion frou above". (Yoms 39 a).

lan's efforts zre involved in withdrawing from everything materiasl
.né defiling =nd to cleave to GCod at £11 timese But the \l)\"'\"\:; nust
20 even beyond the point of withdrawsle He nust elevate even the cniual

Sunctions of men to the plane o7 holincas. HUAT VPR WX Ml
ANV VWAL *1'1Y AINRS OYWTIT QP RV D "WYY 1SR W

In this crowning nschlevement, which i: beyond mere humen attainment, God

i
'-l
(G
]
w
e
tn
(1 4
=2
=4
.
L)
t:
EI.:
[

8§ Goéd's reward, which comes Lo nim who lebours in
2is vineyarde 43 it is written: "God will not withhold Zis gcod from
those who walk uprightiy"s (Pse 84:12).

the “WWVIWO . The 2ohar 1 cks upon the corporesl things as necossary

evil. vhile the Ladosh is not hampered in his opirituel cultivation even

e eerthly thing3e He cspitelizes the very fleshly desires Jor his

- =

- % -

tolinegs, and he can ~ulk this serth ¢z if this were the land of the Xter=-
nnle Sich & percon i1: ¢ veriteble sanctusry, u shrine, an eltar - his
come the indwelling of God's glory - his food o zzcerilice.

One cs: not, hovever, attein to T\\U\‘\‘? withond nopropriating
he prelininary virtues from NI W to XOM HIXV | He uct go
'rom round o roumd until "\\U\"Cib i1l be achieved. God's ncliness will

not de3cend upon gny ore ho hes not lrarned the virtue of tsmuer:ace ané
gstricpei —:":l manner of temptetion, wnd who has not endeavored 10 penetrete
the vell of wystery jﬁ"\)\ 2\ e« The "initiate™ vill
then ri L0 the 7feogrue o7 un angel; he will be worthy of coummning with
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10 Divipe Spirit W-\T“ T\, o state of existencs transcending that

of Yhe humene As X. Phincas b. Jeir seid: "Holiness lesds to communion

.- Lt

n the Divine Jgirit". D20 the WVY\PGod will deliver”the xzey to the
urrection" Q'nnn v Sw TWYRYD  even as he
D |

214 with z1lijeh wnd Elisha.

1 lezerus in deeling with the concept Kedushah sgein attempts to harmon-
ize Judasism with Kent. But as leumerk pointed out (Haschiloasch Vol,6-
Puge 442 f£.) Lazerus gets into much difficulty snd confusion. Holiness
for Kent is not the scvme as it is for Judusism. Judaism fteusches thet holi-
ness is within the resch of men (it is & stuge in which the Yetzer Hers
cecses to function) wihile with Xant™holy™ ctn only be upplied to God.
luzzeto presents the Jewish view of Kedushsh with grez=t cleurness.

@
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Transliction of Chapter I

Conc rning Man's Deztiny in the liorld |
——— -

(R

—

H :
<;he foundntion of piety und the root of 211 religious service is

o~

*het man should define for himself snd choose his mission in the
<

avll Lo ot A6 gho I Srted By aMTolion Zue
worid, to the end that he might inow hnow to give direction and purpose

bo 1i7a's wea ry lea 1'1“.:‘;! ""’_- ce /7

our seges teach that man wus not created for any other purgose
;ave thut of Adelighting in God =nd to revel in the radiesnce of iis

Fresencee 27his nlone is the only true form of Joy, @and the intenczest

ol 3%
of #11 possible ,leusures. DThHe true gonrce of thia ineffable folicity
.
is the othaer-world which 15 furnished with =11 the eguipment mazing
Sor eturnel bll:ise But the path leading Lo the ob joct of -ur desire

thia world, ss the 2abbis s2id:"Thiz world i3 the vastibule

%"+ (Aboth 1:%1)e Ané th."meang'for the attainment of this

.re She 2 mandments which God (blessed be His llawe) enjoined upon
S r - ®

+

The o mandments con be FulSiiled ig this world only; therelore,

through
heen pluced in *his “orld fisst, in order that 'these "means"
wandments) ho wight seyuire She othe: world where he ill be &bl

: fsed in the good which ke will heve $ecrned by means of theze (20w~

;:ﬁments)>’ A3 our sozes said (Erubin £2z):"They sre to he fullilled

ratian In Wh atter you will discover that ebsciute purlection cnan

e acnieved ouly through «n attachment to God, =s it is writtem :zon-

orning David (Pse LoXIII:24) "But t i: good for me to draw ne=r %¢
w180

God", und ns it 1s written (Pse XXVII:4) "OUne thing have I Aesired o

she Lord, thet ~111 I svek after: that I mey dvell in the housge of the

Lovd 211 the duya of =y life, to biahold

the beauty of the Lord, =and




enguire in His temple". This slone i1z the real good, while every-
thing else which msn esteema desirable ia sheer vanity and deluzion.

In order to become worthy of this guod, hovwever, men nust toll zense-
lessly for it: i. ee, he must strive to attach himsell to God through

grod d-eds - the commanduentis.

Jne Almiznty hus pluced men in & world where the hindrancss ¢
plety ore nany. 2he world is Tull of sensuous cravings, and if men

.

should yield to them, he iz tound 19 sire

£ =~ 1 - - > . - - - £ o an o o cvmide To 4 ~ 2 %
i{s the scene and center of £ mighty stru-gle, for evaryihing In the
1 . b | « Avd o ' . e s ek
vorld - good, s 11 os evil, are arrayed agsinst him to test his on-
X - o calrd o L P i : G . g e
jrurc0e On <he One cide is ndversity, on the olher prosperiiy; penc
- - - L - 1 . ) - a e i z 1- "~ w o
ne in are tesetting him; «n” h2 wWno ererges ictoricus fron the
son®llet 1s she pertest mons he is ~orthy of entering Into 2idse
- ] w -
gk .z . c o 1 & . | TR
wunion with his Crester; he is prepered to lesve the unte-chuubher !
. 4 09 +h 1 o Rtk tn +hs "Liant of Life" A in
C vl W& i =T pulice, «O DLuLhne i ¢ Tl dalel i L1i€ » AL n
the coirve ln which he conguers hiz avil inclinstions nnd evades th
HNCEs %o L -20d, and SeoXs the union ith Ged, he will reccive
< 4 .
b3 rawnrd o Glte
" - e a § L v 2 T e T Y
< I you 1 reflect dellbermtely 1n LR \Gtor, 3 1Y £33 ¢
T T 3 ' - A e .~
v T4 L3 creuted Lo sSer cefdse  CCOniwgtentl, iale Cl
v - T - S e o - -~ v 12 - . - e A
¥ aria ape g8 fpft 11 e 10 ne piTSsNes ‘_t.J...--_ «LCr3 4l -
[ " o | ety
3 " . % ; ; o A . ol Mg . :
rawg Sroo nis luker, he sonldrfe his own 3wl ntritates to the
rel dacuy of the worlde I, ta ilne OLner snd, he triwupns oTer nHisg
At A
Y N = ¥ FL e mnn a =i ST ¢ " : Cyr y ek 58 -4 3 i - »_S -
L aCY 2.l, Gnt Lue&Cled o P Lo 4 : Greaior, a8 oLk 1150 €
—
world oy his perfectian in God, hHe 1 zalted Lud She world i o=

C £ "y = ar e ~id g - T - - i T . "y
- L ~LAWE il & B v sad LA, 2l 3d oS a4 J.uas 1L - = 1 el
"~
i 5 ey a S
- i — - . - o - r " " - -
3 Loy ed the car7ice o the pariect &né nCi; J]: &g




sgzes said concerning the light whickh God (bleassed be He) stored sway
or the righteous (Hage 1Za): "When the light bececme aware of the
purpose 1t was going Yo serve (ie ees @z & reward for the
rejoicad", &s it is written (Prove 13:9): "The 1lizht of the righteous
shall rejoice". Furthermore, 2. Isaac =uid, concerning the stones

1oh Jucob used ss pillows (Gene 26:11): "All the stones sssewbled in
one plece znd cach stons pldeded: 'let the rightecus wen 1luy hiz heod
noon +e'" (Hullin 91b)e In connection with thiec important teaching,
our zng.s, commenting on Hecless VII;1S: "Consider the work of God:; for
vho esn make thet streight which he mede ercoked™, scid:(Xcheleth Hobbo
she 7):"ihen God creuted Adam, He showed him 11 the trees of ihe Gar-

S0e how heautiful ond lovely ny works

grae; svarything I heve crested i1s for thy geod, bewure of corrugting
or destroying wny world' .
A
“he sum Lotal of the raiter 15 this: man't deatiny is no this
rorld, tut the Herealtcer: 2nl crli 1 ily preparetory to hit ulti-
te vxlatence in Lhe world % omes Yau *ill find, -herelore, ithet

avy when b. launcheu upon thy vast 408%. And ycu will find %L no hu-
L g n pnrd thi >r1dly existence n& the ~nd-gll Lnd a-tll.

Fo: ;. 3 un s 1id artnv Who ig he thrt 2njoys true he)pineia
hore "The derys 0 ou eurs -6 thrcascore years and ten: anpd i by
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e
-

.

=1

reagson ol strength they be fourscore years, yet i

eir strength, labor
und gsorrow”’ (Pse 90:10)e Consider zll the sorrow snd suffering 2nd pein

and fretfulness - und then duathi HNHot one in a thousand knows unslloyed

haoppiness: and even those few, at the age of 2 hundred, drcop =nd dle.
Purthermwore, if nmun's destiny were confined to this esrth, he

uld have no neced of such an oexelted and superior sonl - surpassing
evan the engels, wnd sore especislly -ince it (1+ e« the sonl) can de-
‘ive no pleasure Irom the worldly enjoymentse As ur scpes touzht in
ommanting on Zcclese G:7: "And yet the soul is not filled": "It may he
lizered to the villager wro murrie@ & princess and sven i he snould
supply her with =11 conceivable *hings, =he =ould not he sutisfied
;zu2e she isa 2 princese": even o It is vith the ionl: no worldly plroze-

res can Fill her needs becouse she ig a4 nember of the higher world. The

sopas #1130 taupht (Aboth B&:22) "For withoul thy zonaent wust thov . re-
2 £

ated and born into the world"e or the somnl dous not Tind thiz world
songenricl: noy the despises it, coiseyquently God would not hove called
int 2 being o creature whosa inner nitiure 1 ¢ sttuned to the enviro

Y mapwhichirdsureovediedobyudts Cleonrly, then, mun's ohjecetive is

*he world to cone, mnd $o Tkt end he wal enfoved with (XA sul, worthy
cf randoring honuge, nd, Throusk kich pen will receivae hia reward in
the right ploce und 2t the proper simes Viewed In this light, nothing

ridly shotidld bBe regugnant Lo thi il: on t sontrary, rytning
should sppaar 1avely and Fesirsble.

Ruring rzlized this, ar-e uraperaed to mrasp Lh jani g
0= Th prmendsert8e  2nese (eonmandments) cee the indispensarhle "woone"
through whish man muy attain resl o-rfectitone Verily, it i il #novn
thut the poal con anly be romghed throush the collective strength of all
these atrumenizlities™. 7The attainment ol the goel will te n itien-
ad i, 0 tho effactivenesy end serviceahil it:,' of thase "me " Ang




&0

every error committed in the "maens" will oprear with ebsolute certainty
in the resulte Hence it is clesr thst the mizvoth require our utmost
care and punctiliousness. e must observe the same delicste sccuracy es
the diamond merchant exaercises in th. weighing of precious stones. For,
their offshoots =re true wverfection aﬁd insurpassed glorye

This leacds us to the zonclusionfthet the purvose of mun's exicstence
is the fulfillnent of the commendments cnd the cupseity to endure in

triel and temptatione 2he function of the worldly enjo

]

o further these endse They are to furni

k him with that mentsl =nd

o

spiritucl discipline snd composure to engble him to concentrate upon
his obligetionse In fact, man's sole concern ghould be Gode 1In vhat-

.

soever he docsg, he must have no sther end in view 3ave thet of drawing
nigh to his Crestor and to break through the barriers which czeperete
him from his Mckere =ZHe nust z¢ rid himself of the fleshly desires thet

he will unconsciously be attrscted to his God aven 8 iron is attrozcted

to the mugnete He nust, therefore, seize upon every conceivshle thing
which muy eid hia in drawing clo:er to hkis "OUbjeet" mnd@ he must inter~
sept averything vhizk night hinder the reailzation of Lhi ruose, £8
it 1 ritten: (¥se. 53:9): "Iy ul followetn hard after thee: thy

right hond upgholdath me"e Man's wission on e«rth is just thiighechieve

Akt AL
T 5 vt A . +a 3 1Y & T4 34
T =0 e3tigate into its detcils in Shelr greaier
. % L i ) * A F L .8
from the heginning 40 the end, =s Z. Ihinaenss b. Julr
o T P T % B
o itatenent (mentiornad ebove) az followa: Watehfulne
44 i - _- . . -~ e " - - a2 ’ T+ Toew 3 & A ™ sepde ] e =
ALVLENTAGHR | 268y 3 SAEL e MIantcey o1Nleriuy [J....rla:,° O, Ol :u);
s’ -
£ E e - X . o S ¥ o LS I e .- .y sl L Ppe Rk la %
Jeinvliness; ..ocEnesyg; F Ar 0D Sin; Hoilnesse woe shaell desl ichl vhele

one hy one (with the &id of God). )
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guerd 8ll hisfways to discover whether they sre pood or not, lecat he
xpose nis soul to destrucii (Heaven forbid) and he temnpted Lo fol-
low hlind hsbit, even &s 2 blind man in the frrknesz. Ind-ed, resson

dicletes wide-gunrkeodnosse JSince mon iz endowed with the i.stinet
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assume thet he will seek L0 suve hinself? 20 do other 116 he the
heiznt of fellye) Thne gerson comnitting such a folliy is 1o ) lossed
lower thun the eni ¢ for the 22l exoercises the instinet of
(physicel) self preservyation, and evades evory ohstocle 0 its evizie
c@s He vhO walks this espth without Joresight on? diserizinsti o
is 1like unto the blind uan C lks cloze to the sre(where calam-
ity is iwv.dnent) without ziving uny th.ought t0 the dunger involved.
And efter oll negligence, vhether it reside in the tam who iz physi-
cally blind, or in %he per:en wno woluntarily blinds nd ind, 1s

* + 1= 1 > i = e L L e - P S Rt e B T
of The people of his day, 10 vrere pffliicted »dth this ULy Onally]
of mentul blindness. Jhey never prused Ic gidor wnitrer they were

nim £ 1 1C dncss sevine what Ve aoneY every on turned to
10 e “ LtakClilbaag, S - awt s e o
. +h War viohath into the bThattla™ . Yoy Tollove
nis course, 3 ¢! norse rugnhevin inyoe Line ctole 2 . " +0L10
) ) L1 ] " s N " o | i+ 3
the czurse of thelir hahits vithout lotir ny time to reilectli
alf arminst iorn e T SaEs T hat thaw - . 1v Arified
L R L .h - - - N -- - - —
or 2li ex 1 L * 1 G v w28y un SC Sty T "

into evile.
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In fact, one of the wiles of the Yetzer Hura, =2nd his way of
beguiling man, i: t0 make men's burden hoavy in order to deprive hinm

of the opporturity to bethink himself. For the %vil Yetzer knows

ct
-
[

at il man were permitted to reflect, even for & momont, he would
rectify his ways at once, sné his remorse would grow in intenzity
until he would shandon his evil doings completelys This wus indeed,
the clever device of ZPharoh, the wicked, when he coumanded (Exe5:%):
"Let there more work be laid upon the men, theot they mazy lcbour there
in, and let them not regard vain words". Eis intention was to Aeprive
the people of every opportunity to think, or leke counzel, but he

tried to divert their =zttention from self, by imposing upon them un

the prophet said (Hoggui 1:5): "Consider yowr ways", ond Solomon in
il wisdom zaid (Prove G:4): "Give not sleep to thine ejyes, nor slum-
Yer L0 thine cyelids. Delivar thy:elf cs o roe from the hond of the

and as 3ird from the nf of th lgre" 4Andé our sege
- g hirgd {r h and e fowlars" a T res

said: (Moed Yeten Sa): "He who considers his weys in this world will
be worthy of God's salvoticn®e. And the motter iz pluing even if nan
i3 watchful he will not he supved without Cod's nide For the =vil ane
is vory stubborn, &s it it vpitten (Fse 37:32): "Th:s Wicked One
watcheth the righteous /.4 sseketh to slay him, the Lord will not leave

. - .

him ir his hunde." 2ut if ren watches himself, then God will help him

I 1T 5 r R  —— . - o A A s want 1 ¥ o Y
and he 'will e delivered from the vower Of the Yetnzer Haree ¢If, how-

ever, he d0:s not wutch himself, FGod w11l not 130k after him. If men
"

docs not pity himoelf who will? As the cages stld (Ber. 338): "He who

-

dous not exXerci.c¢ =1ls rssson is not worth

]
(&)
ry

sympathy", or zs it 1is
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by + Tor myself who will"%e
ritten (Abothe 1:14): "1 I am not 20T mys=e
w LG AUV Ld .

168798
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