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IB'l'ROWCTION 

In writing t his thesis. the Wilna. 1864 edition of t he 

Kab ha-Yashar was used. In this edition. the chapters are 

divided i n to s ma ller pa ragraphs than thos e contained in the 

Frankfort edition of 1709-10. Fur ther more, the Yiddish of 

t he Wilna edi t ion is mor e refined than that of the earlier 

work. Occasionally , however. the later anonymous translator 

added co mnen t s of his OV1n to the Hebrew and Judaeo-German 

t exts . The s e appear i n parentheses and have no~ been in­

cluded i n the material contained i n this thesis . The later 

text of t he Juda eo- Germ...n t r ansla t i on is a Great improvement 

over the earlier , .. e cau.se it co:!ta :~ .. s e.:~plan- tions over s.nd 

above t hose g iven i n the earlier te::t . Its style is much 

more l uc id, and it- smaller par~graph divisions m.s.ke it much 

easier for constant r eference . 

Whi le the Judaeo- German or Yiddish ~ext provided t he 

t r a nslation upon the basis of whi ch t .nis study has been made, 

the Hebre\1 text \7as also consul ted whenever the oc casion 

warranted it. 

All references to the Kab ba-Yash.ar are indi cated by 

chapter a n<.'1 paragr aph nwnbers , a ccordi.ic; to the Wilna, 18 64 

editi vn . 



SECTIOU OUE 

THE BOOK AUD THE PERI OD -- BACKGROU1IDS 



CHAPTER ONE 

THE KAB HA-YASHAR 

I 
General Nature of the Book 

General ly speaking, the Kab ha-Yasbar is a combination 

of ethics and asceticism (Jewish Encyclopedia , VII, p . 414; 

Dubnow , History of the Jews in Russi a and Polan~, I , p . 202). 

The book reflects the t;loomy,. rigorous , mystical spirit and 

the cultural and social l ag of seventeenth centur y Polish 

Jewry , torether wi t h so .e pie ture of Lithuanian and German-

Jewish communities . Because of the influence of his teache r 

who instructed him the Cabala of Ari and i ntr oduced ni m to 

Sabbatianism (Ency c l ooe· ia Judaica , X, pp . 1 99-200 ), Ka.ida­

nover fi l led it wi t h quotations f r om the Zohar and stories 

about demons, transmigrations of souls -- Gilgulim -- and 

simi l a r material about mystical, supers titi ou s beliefs current 

i n his ae;e (Zinberg , I ., A Sis tor;; of Je\7ish Liter ature, 

VI , p . 394 ; Dubno\7 , op . cit. , I , o . 202) . It is replete \11th 

l egends about t he lives of Rabbi Isaac Luria and Rabbi Chayim 

Vital , and others who lived in ~he city of Safed. Thes e are 

a l l bound t ogethe r i n to pr ac-cica l Cabala v;i th its concern about 

t he o ther wcrld (Erik , u., !iis tory of Jewish Li tera ture- -Yiddish--· 

I , pp . 31U- 313; Introduc tion t o Kab ha-Yashar) . Yet the 

eth ics that it tet. c~1es is pure , and the virtues it seeks to 

inct<lcnte a!'e noble, exal t ed and humani t arian (V/axman , !J., 

A History of Jewish Literature , II , p . 290; Zi nberg , op . ci t ., 

v. , p. 1 94 ; Erik , op . cit ., pp . 31U-31~) . Kaidanover •s chi ef 

pur pose s eems to be to c~ st dr ead upon the Jews in order t o 
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make them repent. He commands man to follow God and threatens 

every t r ansgres sor with suffer ing in Gehinom (Z1nberg, oo. cit., 

VI , P• 236, V, p . 190; nJ.bnow, op. cit. , I, p. 203). No 

c roup is spared from attack, and noteworthy is his protest 

against t he evil-doings of the leaders of the Kehillah (Encyc­

l opedia Juda1ca, X, p . 199 ). Kaidanover ~imself emphasizes 

his attitude toward t h em: "I have endeavored to speak to 

t he •great • a nd I am not ashamed" ( Intr oduction to Kab ba­

Yashar). 

Why did Kaidanover write t his book? Here is what he tells 

us : "I have Vlritten t h is book, " writes Kaidanover, "to make 

!18.ny people mer itorious ••• , and tba t t he eye s of the blind • ••• 

may be opened •••• It is a measure for the upr i ght •••• and makes 

upright the heart of ..:ian ana causes t he obstinate to walk in 

perfection in God ' s ways, •••• for i t reveals t he Light , and 

reproof is presented through parable •••• Everyone w:10 f ears 

the Lord shon l d read this book two or three times t o fulfil l 

my uords •• • • He that :fulf1lleth this book wil l surely merit 

seeing the building of Zion and Jerusale~ (Introduction to ~ 

ha-Yasbar). 

As we shall see , nearly all of t he in junctions which the 

Kab ha-Yashar con ains a re Talnru.dic in ori [ i n , and in this 

respect the book follows the p~ ttern of t ne J:iddle Ages in 

pract i cal l y every detail. 

II 
Influence and Importance of This Book 

Fro~ i ts first pr intinc in 1705 and i ts publication with 

Kai dnnover •s Judaeo- German transl :... tion in 1709 in Frankfort, 
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the Kab ba-Yashar became a popul ar book almost at once. It 

was bel oved in Jewish religious circles particular ly among 

the lower classes and the women -- and its Judaeo-German 

translation made its au thor all the more famous (Tscherikower, 

Iwo BleterD', " The History of a Literary Forgery"--Yidd1sh-­

PP• 159- 160; Waxman , op. cit., II , p. 290 ; Zinberg , on . cit ., 

V, p . 188; n.tbnow, op. cit. , I , p . 202) . So great was the 

demand for this book by the laymen that it appeared in Judaeo-

Ge r man without the lie brew tex t in ~ulzbach in 1724, and an 

anonymous writer took it upon himself to make a refined Yiddish 

translation f or the later Wilna edition (Tscherikower, op . c i t., 

pp . 1 63-167 ). The proof of its wide a ppeal may e:..sily be 

seen f rom the number of editions through \lhich th~ook passed. 

By t he end of t he nineteenth century, it went through 13 

editions in t he Hebrew alone , 15 in He brew and Judaeo- German 

translat~on, 6 in Jud~eo-German alone , and even twice in Ladino 

alone (Encyclopedia Jud.aica , X, pp . 199- 200 ; for the editions , 

see Tscherikower, op . ci t ., p . 1 66, note 17) . 

The importance of t h is work for the moder n schol a r derives 

from the fact that it presents a clear pic~J.r~ of Jewish l i fe 

i n the :iddle Ages . 

III 
The :.iake- Up of the Book 

The ti tle of t he book , !Cab ba- Yashar, presents a good 

example of its general make- up , for i1er e we ' 1ave so·:ie of the 

plays on numbers {gem.atria ) and on words ( z iruf) . 'I1he numerical 

value of Kab is 102; therefore, t he author has di vided his book 
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into 102 chapters . When the let~ers in h.a-Yashar are re­

a r ranged, they form the author's middle name , Hirsch (Intr o­

duction to Kab ha-Yashar ). The book has no organized plan of 

arrangement (Er ik , op. cit., pp . 310- 313) . Tb.ere is little se­

quence between the chapters , and in t~is r espect, the book 

resembles a string of isola ted articles , r ather than chapters 

of a well- pl an..11ed book (Waxman, op . ci t.Jip. 290 ). 

The Hebrew tex t is writt en in a more concent r a ted and 

dry f'orm; the Yiddi sh i s fuller and more de tailed , pi.. rticularly 

in r egard to the stories and L_cidents wh ich Kaidanover relates 

(Erik, op. cit., pp. 310- 31.S) . A good part of t h e book is de-

voted t o these stories quoted from many veried s ources on t he 

one hand, and , on the other, f rom the author ' s O\m exper ience . 

llost of the stories a re lecend~ry and concern themselves with 

t h e l i ves of Rabbi Isaac Lur ia and Rabbi Chayi-=i v1t ... 1 and t he 

c i ty of Safed with i ts Cabali stic orientation . The stories, 

t he refor e, contain many inciden~s e.bou t s piri t s , a emons , tran.s -

miGrations , and simila r mystica l beliefs cu rreni; in the 

au t hor' s age (Er ik , op . cit. , pp . 310- 313; Waxman , oo . cit., 

II , p . 290; Dubnow , o~ . cit., I , p . 203) . There are included 

also many i ncidents which occurred in Posen ( Zinberg , oo . ci t ., 

VI , p . 202) . 

The fo l lowi!'lg is a co npl e te list of references contain i ng 

stories , exau .. les , and parables of every description which the 

author useJ to illustrate his 9oints : 

1 : 13-14 7 : 19-21 
2 : 13 7 : 30 
5 : 9 8 : 6- 8 
6 : 1 - 5 8 : 10 
6: 6- 9 8 : 12-13 
7: 12-13 8 : 15 
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9: 8- 9 45: 7-15 
10: 2-11 46: 7 
11: 6-10 48 : 5-6 
11: 16-17 49: l-3, 6-8 
11: 17-19 50: 1 - 2 
12: l-3 50: 2- 3 
1 2 : 6-7 50: 6-8 
12: 8 51: 4-5 
12: 9 52: 1-8 
14 : 3-5 53: 8-11 
14: 6-7 54: 2, 5 
17 : 6 58: 3- 7 
17: 7-9 59: 6-9 
18: 12-14 60 : 8- 9 
19: 3- 5 ' 62: 6 - 11 
19: 6 64: 1 6-17 
20: 4-5 65: 7 
20: 8- 9 66: 5 - 9 
20 : 11-12 67: 3-6 
21: l 69: 1 - 9 
21: 8-10 70 : 3-6 
22 : 3- 4 71: 8-11 
22: 6-13 72 : 1-2 
23: E-~ II 74• 1-5 -· 
24: 2-5 77: 6- 7 
25: 1-6 78: 3- 7 
26 : 1-3 79 : 6-8 
26 : 4 - 5 ao: 1-7 
28: 12- 20 83: 1-2 
29: 1-7 , 10 ,, 11 83: 4 - 10 
30 : 6-7 84: 3 
31 : 7- 9 85: 6-10 
31: 12- 22 86: 2- 4 
34 · • 12- 21 87 : 6- 7 
35 : 4 88 : 4-5 
3 • ..) . 6- 8 90 : 2 
35 : 10 91 : l 
35 : 14 93 : 4- 9 
3 6 : 3 96 : 2- 4 
36: 12- 21 98 : 1-4 
40 : 6 
41 : 10 
41 : 11- 12 
40 : 16- 20 
4 4 : 6- 7 
44 : 9- 10 

The f ollow i nc; t wo l is t s contain (1) t hose passa ces in 

w .ich -.; e principl e of e;,ma tria is used ; a nd, (2) those i n 

w.1i ch ziruf i s used : 



Gem.atria 

Introduc tion 
9 :14 

11:1- 3 
24 :2 
33: 2-3 
50 : 5- 8 
51:2- 3 
55:3-6 
59:2 
59: 6 
68:7 
70: 3- 6 
73:14 
80: 8 
85 :2- 4 
86:1 
93: 3 
95 : 2- 3 
96:6 
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Zirui' 

1:22 
2: 4 
3 :7 

38:18 
47:1-2 
56:6-7 
59 : 2 
63: 11-12 
66:1 
86:1 
87:6-7 
88: 1 
90:10 

Througnout t he book t here a re many refer ences to the 

names of the Dei ty, their meaninbs , and plays upon them. 

Some of the passas es foll ow: 

1 : 22 

2 : 9 

48: 3 

55: 3- 6 

56: 6- 7 

85: 2- 4 

95 : 3 

99: 8-9 

As was the custom with all Je\vish au thors in t he I'i ddl e 

Age s , t h e book ends upon a happy note wi~~ a description of 

t he r e building of the 'l'emple. a nd its Cabalis t ic significance 

(Kab ha- Yashar , 102: 1) . 

IV 
Sources Quo ted by the Author 

Of all the s ou rces wh i ch the author quotes , the one most 

heavily d.rawn upon is t!'le Zohar (\7axman , op . cit., II , p . 290; 

Introdu c tion to Kab ha-Yashar; Erik , oo . cit . , pp . 310- 313) . 

He likewise makes cr eat use of b i blical mater ial . The f o.il ow-
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ing is a list of the sources mentioned in ~ba-Yasbar. 

Alons s ide of it is merely one ref e r e nee, out o,f many , where 

the source is ment ionen b~ name. 

Firs t of a l l , he acknowledges his debt to h is f a ther, Rab 

Aaron Samuel Kaidanover (Introduc tion t o K.ab ha-Ya sbar. See 

below, Chapter II , Section 1). The a uthor 11k1ewise makes use 

of h is own experiences i n Poland an d else\7here, and draws 

..tpon t h e m for illustrative material {e.g ., 54: !5 ). He alludes 

also to incidents v1h1ch oc curred in Posen {Zinbers , op. cit ., 

VI , p . 202; Ka b ba- Yashar, 69:1-9) . There are many standard 

works \'lhich he q_uotes . The Zohar a nd the Bible~ have alrea dy 

been mentioned. He speaks a lso of the Talmud 'Y~erushalmi 

{11: 6- 10), Mi d.rash Tanhuma {10: 2 - .!.l ) , Uidrash litabbah {8 : 1 2 - 13) , 

the Babylonian Telnrud (36: ~ ) , Shulban Aruk {30:10), and Rashi , 

probabl [ to Gernara ( 6 : 11) . 

Individuals wh o"!l he quotes are J~baril (96 : 5 ), Ra b . He ­

ht:.r ar \°iolf , rabbi of Posen (67:7) , t radi tior.s received from 

Zaddik ~ehurar Joe l ba. ' al Shem {70: 7- 8 ) . 

The followinr.: a re t h e books f ~ 0 . 1 which Kaiidanover has 

dra\'m material . !!any of them ere mys ti cal \7ork:s . A gr ea t 

many a re obscure and little- known works : Zobar Eadash (Erik, 

op . cit., pp . 31 0- 313; Viaxnru , op . cit ., II , p . 290; Intro­

duc tion to !Cab ha -Yas ha.r) , 51: 2- 3 ; Hid.rash Ezekjlel, 50: 6 - 8; 

Sefer Hasidi m, 54 : 1-2; Sefe r Gi bat ba- ilor eh, 7 : 12- 13; Kitbe 

ha- Ari , 68 : 7; Hasehet Ilegilla, 99 : 1; Tora t 1Javv1;;!!! , 98: 1- 4; 

Tikl:un Shabba t, writ t e n by Ra bbi Abraham lialevi, 93 : 4 ,6-9 ; 

Piyyutim and Psalms of Krovez, 86: 1; Tikkune ZEf~!.1 1 2 :1-2 ; 

Sefer Folek Tarnim, 8 : 6-8 ; Baal ba- Charedira , 7 : 191- 21 ; 1i.1drash --- --
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Pesikta, .+1:10; Sefer Kele Hemda, 51:3; Safer Rab ba-Menuna, 

t he elder, 57:3; Sifre Musar, 57:1; Ture Zahab, 54:3-4; ~ 

Seder ha-Yom, i:i~; Sefer Reket Eliyahu, 1:12; Sefer Otiyot 

de Rabbi Akiba, 1:8; Rab Bet. Joseph , 2:6; Baale Uusar, 2:5; 

Sifte Cohen , 68:4-5; Shene Lukot ha-Brit, 90:5; Sefer Raziel, 

87:1; Maase Merkaba, 11:11, 12, 15; Sefer 1.raame ba-Mizbot by 

Ra bbi Maharam, 10:13-14; Sefer ba-Hinuk, 8:3; Orhot Hayyim, 

written by Rabbi Asher ben Yechiel, 7:25; Midrash ba-Neelam, 

21:13; Sefer Shibbole ha-Leket, 18 :7; Sefer Sod ba- Razim, 16:1; 

Correspondence between t he F.abura F.adisba of Palestine and t..~e 

Habura Kadisha. of Babylonia and the Diaspoza~ 15:7-9; Sefer 

Haredim, 40:5; Masehet £erakot, 37:1; Sefer Nisbmat Hayyim, 

35:1-3; Sifre ha-Mekubalim, 24:1. 
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CHAPTER TWO 

THE AUTEOR 

I 
Problem of Author ship 

For a long time, it was assumed that Zebi H1r sch Kaida-

nover was the sole author of the Kab ha-Yashar. Waxman does 

not question tbis fact (oD. cit. , II, p . 290) . True, t hose 

sources recoc;nized that he had been grea tly i , f luenced by hi s 

teacher , a Rabbi Joseph ben Juda~. The Jewish Ency clopedia , 

for example, holds thi s point of vie\1 (VII, p . 414) . Kaida­

nover himself states: 11 I t (Kab ba-Yashar ) contains the ma-

terial wh ich I learn·ed f rom t he Gaon, my father , Rab Aaron 

Samuel Kaidanover, and t.i-ie rest of rrry teache l·s • ••• SometL.1es 

I a J ded additions of my para1les to their words, and sometimes 

I abstracted the ir mater ial . So that I should not t ake the 

credit for m,y s elf for every chapter, I givo praise to those 

who r1orkecl with me" (Introduction t o Kab h.a-Yashar) . 

Other au t 11orities admi t that l(aidanover had literally 

taken inany parts of his book from the Yesod Joseph, written 

by his teacher, Re.b Joseph ben Judah (Encyclopedia Judaica, 

X, pp . 199- 200 ; Z1nber5 1 oo . cit., v, pp . 188 , 189, 190; 

Baron , s . , A Socia l and Reli g:ous Hi story of the Jews , I II. 

p. 126; Erik, oD . cit . , pp . 309- 310; lAlbnow , OD. cit., I , 

p . 202) . Zinler g shows the tremendous similarity between 

c~apter 9 of Yesod JoseDh, 7, with Chapter 9 of Kab ba-Yasha.r; 

Ch.apter 8 of Kab ~w.-Yashar is the parall el of Chapter 57, daf' 

27 of Yesod Jos eDh (p . 194 , note 17 ). I t was left to Tscheri­

kower to discover that the K.e..b ha- Yashar was e. \7holesale 11 ter ary 
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forgery. In quoting .from t he writings o.f "=> . Du.bnow, h e found 

that Dubnow •s great-great- grandfather, Rab Joseph , the Rabbi 

of Dabnow, bad composed the manuscript of an eth ical work. 

Before he died in 1700, he me.de the provision th.at if one of 

his heirs fi'om his f a ther •s side shou l d settle in a ci ty where 

there was a Jewish press, h e should publish it . The manuscript 

which had been wr i tten s o:ne ti1:ie in the 1080 ' s (Zinber F , 

op. ci t ., V, p. 188 ) , lay untouche d for al.most 100 yea1s until 

a grandson opened a pr inting shop i n Skl0\'1 and published it 

under the title, Yesod Joseoh 1n 1785. The editor, Rab Abra­

ham Jacob ben Moses Yolsch of Sklow, tells the story i n his 

pref ace , and ad is that a gr eat deal of the material contained 

in the Kab ha-Yash.ar was taken f rom it by the author , Zebi 

1iirsch Kai danover, ,·;ho had been a pupil of Ra b Joseph of Dub­

now. It can be proven , says 'l'scherikower, tba t the au t hor of 

Kab ha-Yashar took prac ~ically the whole book -- and especi ally 

Part I -- from Ye sod Joseph (Tscher ii{0\1er, oo . cit ., IV , PP• 

160- 163) . A comparis on between the two books shows th.at Kai­

danover onl y changed cis work sli&htly and then ga ve it out 

as his 0\"1 • There is nothi ng in Yesod Joseph that is not i n 

Kab ha-Yashar. The opening chapter , for example, is the same 

with t he exception of slight word changes . The other chapters 

a r e pr ac t i cally the san1e , t he only difference being a nevi 

bee inning, or a new ending , or neTI exampl es . The order of 

t he chapters, however, is occasionally different (Tscherikower, 

o~ . cit ., pp . 162- 163, r ives the c omparative order of the chap­

ters) . 

.. 
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There is no doubt that the Rabbi Joseph wh om Kaidanover ' 

mentions a s his teache r wa s the same Rabbi of Dubnow iiho 

later came to Minsk. Kaidanover ment ions in his introduction 

tba t he u sed to go to ldinsk to study with him, and as his 

pupil, be obtained a marru.script copy of h is teacher's wor k . 

Later, in f ar-off Frankfort, after his tea cher ' s death, he 

published i t under his own name (Tscherikower, op . cit., 

pp. 160- 167) . The Judaeo- German trans lation , however, is 

Kaidanover•s own Vlork (Tscherikowe r, op. cit. , pp . 163-167) . 

It is i nt erestin.u to note in thi s connec t ion that Xaida­

nover hi:nsel f was so afraid t ba. t someone w olilld copy bis ~ 

ha-Yashar that he got t he Frankf ort Rabbi , Naftali ha- Cohen, 

a _d t he Darmstidter Rov , Se.mlru.el Kat z , who was also in 

F~·ankfort, to i ssue a Serem aea i n .... t anyone who might copy 1 t 

without Kaid.anover •s permi ssion. 

II 
Zebi Hirsch K.a i danover -- His Life and Experiences 

Si nce t he exp . riences of Zebi Birsch Kaidanover color a 

gr eat deal of the ma t erial con ~ained in the Kab ha- Yashar , it 

is valua · l e to look into t he l ife of the man . Hi s f a t her, 

Aaron Samuel ben Israe l Kaidanover, a Polish Pt.abbi (born 

\'lilne.. , 1614 -- died Cr acow , Dec . 1, 1676 ? , 1679 ? ) , had 

suf.:'ered :_ rea tly at t he hands of t h e Cos ::acks during the 

Chmielnicl!i r evolu tion (1648-1649 ) . He bad to flee for his 

l ife, his possessions i ncluding I'. i s valuable l i br ary and 

manuscript s were plundered, and his two little daughters , 

it i s cla i :ned, were killed (Jewish Ency c lopedia, VII, 414; 

Erik, oo . cit . , pp . 309- 310) . Tscherikower , hO\.,ever, main-



--12--

tains th.a t the two daughters we re slain l ater in t he .1lB.ssacres 

of Lublin by t he Ukranl an Cossacks (1656 ) (Tscherikower , 

op . cit., PP • 159-160). Lf we accept this l~ter date, we can 

assume that s:nce Zebi Hirscn Kaidanover mentions that he had 

seen his two litt le sis~ers rm t to death (Introduction to 

Birkat Shemuel)_, he JJIUst have been born some t 1rae in the early 

1650 1 s or before . This is very pr obabl e s ince Erik tells us 

that Zebi F.irsch studied Halaka with his fa~her in 16'l9 (Erik, 

oo . cit., PP • 309- 310) . 

After some t1.ue, Aaron Samuel Kaidanover returned to Po­

land where he d ied a ::: Rabbi of Cracow while be was attending 

an as sembly of the Vaad Ar ba Arazot (J ewish Ei.cycloped1a , VII, 

p . 414, "Kaid, nover , Aar on Samuel 11
; Erik, o·' · cit ., 1...p . 309-

310 }. His only son , Ze1 i Hirsch , w"'" s a native of \rilna , and 

not only studied Hs.laka with :.i s father , but also \1as t rained 

i n Cabala by Ra bbi Joseph ... en Juda~1 Jei del , l1a.Lb1 01· Mins!: 

and later of Dubnow (Encyclopedia Judaica, X, pp . 199- 200 j Zin­

berg, oo . cit., V, pp . 188- 190; Tscherikower, o .;. cit ., 

pp . 163- 167) . His teacher was well verse~ in ~he teaching of 

Ari and pro~uced his book , Yesod J oseph, wh ich breathes t he 

s pir:i. t 0 1· mysticism (Tscberikowe1•, op. c it ., P " • 163- 167) . 

Zebi Hirsch was mnrried to the ~aughter of a Fr a nkfor t 

Jew whos e name \'1as Isaac Haas (Horov1 tz , :i., Frar~furter 

Rabbinen , II , p . 53) . He had se·<eral childr en , at least one 

son and one d .... r hter of whom we know. Tho Jewish Encyclopedia 

refers to h_s son- in- law , Rabbi 11anoah uendel Kirchhahn , and 

he himself refers to i s son who was a prisoner i n Slutzk 
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in his Int r oductivn to Tiferet Shenru.el. Zebi was little 

lmown when he l i ved i n Wilna, but we have the fact tha t he 

published a Rule s for Calend.ation which was not his ewn 

(Ency clopedia Juda1ca, X, pp. 1 99- 200) . When h e wRs an elderly 

man, he a nd his family spent four years in prison for some 

unknown reason. Some have derived from his In~roduction t o 

the Kab ba-Yashar tba t h i s impr isonment was th e r e sult of 

trouble with the heads of t h e Keh ila , a nd particu l a rly wi th 

e. Ben Moshe Vi zner (Chort) (Erik, op. cit ., P!:>. 309- 310; Zin-
• 

berg , OJ>• cit., V, pp . 18 8 - 190; Jewish Encyclopedia, VII, 

p . 414; Encyclopedia Ju daica, X, pp. 199- 200) . He hims elf 

wr ites i n his preface to Tiferet Sbemue l: " I \"'as i n d is tress 

because there a r ose S. [;B. ins t me a s a wicked sta ff, one le.own 

by the name of Ben Zion ben Rab ifoshe Chort . The wicked pur-

sued af er me with --..ea.d l y arro\7s . They a rose to !lake me ste­

rile ( ~.3'? )l~"t{), a?1d now only a gainst me but aeainst 

everyth i ng ~hat I he.a , so that I fel~ int o an evil trep , e nd 

i ron came i n to my soul and i n to that of my wife . hly \1ee.l t h 

and e ve n m· r household eff ect s v:ere taken away, so tha t I had 

nothing . They put fal se cha r ges against me . !le was c. dog , 

but I f ound _·e.vor in the eyes of the of f i cials which saved 

my life" (Preface by Zebi Hirsch K~idanover t o Tiferet She­

ntuel of his f a ther; reproduced i n Jechiel Zunz, Ir ha- Zedek, 

p . 12.f) . 

In t he Int r oduction to K.ab h.e. -Yashar , h e writes : 11I 

t . ank God that He br ou cht me f rom dLr kness to lir h t , delivered 

me f rom d ea t h t o l ife -- f r o :1 the furnace or i ron . Many rose 
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up aga i nst :::e for nothir:g , l7ithout n oney . A hundred barbers 

smote me and. wounded -.e . They injured ne. TlTey hid :'ro~ :ne 

i::~e deli -J:i: o_ r:ry eye~ , e.nd =:J s:lver and gold. !£hey took 

away all r:ry p1·oyerty. They " _re _ tr...,ng ..Jen who ,;;.e.a no Pl"ince. 

~ere.fcre I vor:ed to :·orsake me la._"lc. o f my birth and --Y 

.f& -ch er ' s port:. on. n In a pos t: s cript to me .. 11.11e. e - i ti on of 

K.a.b !:lE-Ye.shar, b l d64, one has \.r~ 1: ::en :;ha. i:: h e ·.:as pers ecuted 

~ u fool~sh ::en wb o :-evol -ced ~e;e.ir.cs~ t:!:e \';Ord. of t .:-.e government 

a..d t:.:!e laws of r;:Oe c ::. t- , u .. o : i-;ed a t -=!>-e i::: !0 of the author .• 

As s oon as ~e uas relee se4 fro~ pr i s on, a r.d. i r. order to 

seve bis son \7ho was confi~ed :n the Slutz~er ~~nceo~ , ~e 

~led ~roo Pols ~ posse~~il16 o:ily ~he ..:.a.nu~cri?t of t!:.e Ae.b .ha-

Ya.s::.S.r , -:o Frs.n.k.:'or i:: , ~~e !:o .e o~ j:is :'a.i::her-L~e.w . !n ?rank-

e.~j foU!".d. l e isu:-e i;:'..::.:e in -..: ic.::. 'to e:: s. ~e L li i::erc. r;· pursu i ~s . 

:::: i s was i:::e res . _ t: o~ a Yow :;.::a -.: :- e !'-.!:. - tsr:en during h is mis-

.:> • • ~ - c- ,_ . .. ,, . ,.. ... } !. O!'<;Ulles _ ::; .. _ _na .J..::i;I'cc.u ct:::.. 1.. ::1 i::o - ::.:erei:: ~!!eoue_ • 3esides 

P-"'-blis:~::: .. ::. s :'a ~he:· 1 s uo:--~s \L.::.c!: . . e i ~a.rt e. ccoi:::.p~:ed wi t!:: 

:::.s~e.:. 
_ ... ,, ,... .. ... ..., .. ,..-) - --- ~ ::--- - - ~ .... 1705 _:__ .... e : 

. ' x , '.:':' · 199 - 200 ; :'sc~e:-i-

" . .. . . , 1 ~01 ( ......i • !~ _s~ea .....!:. c . Ov ~uae!:l.2.:l:: , - ., ~~e:lc~sc!:.:'i:~en, P • 179- lo: . • 
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The Intr oduction to this book, wri tten a t the ti~e of 

t h e f irs t pa r t , makes t h e following appe ...... l : "I have no 

money for the printing of t he second par t . God helped me 

have t h e fi r s t par t printed. I pray t o· Him ~hat He will 

all ow me to complete the s econd part , and I hope tba t you 

will not have p ity on y ou r small amount of money rel:...ti r ed to 

buy t h is wor k . And your eyes w_ll sh ine like the sun at noon." 

In 17091 he release.l the s econd part of tne book in a second 

e u:i. tion, this time \7i th bis o\'/n Judaeo- Czerman -cransl a tion 

( 'l'scherikom~r , op. cit., pp . 159- .160) . 

11 I have v1ri t •,en this book," writes Aa.idanover in his 

I n -c r oduction , "not to boast bo-...t .myself' , ou t t o 5 ive a rest­

inG place f or my sot:l i n .JY days of poverty and ",rief , to 

make .JB.ny peopl e u o rthy so t !1a. t their uieri t sh 01:. l d revert 

upon me , and tba t t "le ~yes of t he blinu be opened . " 

Zebi Eirsch Ka.idanover d ied in 1',re.nkfort on March 23 , 1712 , 

and h e was f ort'..lll2. t e enou h before h i s d eo. t h t o have been 

ac corded much a cc l a L:1 for h is !Cab ha-Yasb.a r . The de. te of his 

deat~1 is g i ven a ccor u.in to t _ .. e to.a r. stone records contained 

in ~F e Fr::.nkfur'!;er Re:. bbinen (norovi tz , op . cit., p . 99) . 
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CHAPTER T::REE 

TnE nISTORICAL AND D~TELLECTUAL BACKGROUND 

I 
i\I.ajor Hi stor i cal Events of t:: e Pe r iod and the i r Eff ec t s 

upon the J ews 

A. Poland 

The seed s of the Cossack upr isings (1 648-1655 ) we r e sown 

by the Polish magnates uho had put dom1 p1 eviou s Cossack re-

v olts in 1635 a nd 1636 , a nd wh o in t he Po . ish Di e t of 1638 

abol i sh ed t he ancient privi leges of the Cossacks , i n cl uding 

t he electi ve of fic e of he tr.tan. Ever since tba t time , the 

Cossacks had been ~ overned by a Con.lission of Polish nobl emen 

poss essing a c solu te power. 

Opposed to this whole sche..ic~ of th n r s ue.s the Cossack 

. 0 1 da n Chmielni ck i who , hav i nc b een ele cted h etma.'1 on April 

l b , 1648 , w 1i t e d with the 1.rar t ars and d irec 'C ed a u insurrection 

a 1_ainst the Polis.a Lantry wn mn .1e opposed a s economic oppressors, 

political tyran t s , and 2ere ~ics in reliGion. 

The Jew \7aS unfortunately caueht between t !1e oppo s i ns 

forces of Cossacks and Pole s , s ~nce ~e had a r e li6 ion a lien 

'CO both , e.nd \1as hate.! by t !i.e peasants a :101:[ \7h om h e s s rved. 

as aGen t of t ne pans . 

In t h e t attles at Yellor1 1ta te1·s and liar dpl ank 0:1 iJay 19 

a~!- 26 , Chmi e lnicki rout e J. t h e -:a in Polish army . 'i'he ser f s 

of the Ul~raine rose t..[ain~ t t !le Po _ ish ger~ tr,r and 'their Jewish 

s t e\7a rds . ;.iany atrocities nr ains t the Jews r1e r e perpet rated. , 

a rnl t 1e ci ties of Mem..i.r ov , Tu lcilin , Polonnoe , e.:;c ., were cap -

°t'J.red by ChM.ielnicki . Frein her e , .1e turned westward to cap-

tare t .. e i:nportan t ci t ie s of' PL.sk an~ Bres t - L:i. tovs k . 
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The newly-electe d king of Poland, John Casimir, 

(1648- 1669 ), hastened to con clu de a peace treaty wit21 Chmiel­

nick i a f ter the bloody ba t tle of Zborov. The t r eaty , signed 

on August 21 , 1649, recognj..zed Cbmielnicki a s a semi- i ndependent 

pr ince , and a clause was inserted fo~ bidding Jews "C o reside 

in t hat par t of t he Ukraine held b r the Cossacks . 

As the Jeuish position ba.d become J O preca rious , and do­

mestic life so terri bly disrupted , it became necessary for 

the Council of the Four Lands at i ts meeting in Lublin in the 

n inter of 1650 to enac t ?:iee.sures fo r the r estoration of s ome­

t h i ng like normal conditions . 

After a respite of' eie;ht een mo·1ths , Chmielnicki who was 

bailed by the Ortb.odox Church as the "Maccabbee of t h e Or t ho­

dox Faith" was defeated a t the ca ttl e of Eere steczko (July 1, 

16al), with t he r esultant pea ce treaty more favor able to Po­

land. Jewish rights t o residence i n t he Ukraine wer e once 

lor e r es tore , , e.nd conditions seemed about ready t o retu.rn 

to normal . 

But , three yea r s later, when Cf\.mieJl..nicki transferred his 

allecia r:ce to the Czar of Rus s i a and all of the Cossack terri­

tory \'le.s incorporated in to the ·.-u scovi t e Empire (1 654), the 

Jewis~ s i tue.tio~ took a tur n for t he \:orse. For the Rus sian 

army .:.nvade1 th e Eastern parts of Poland. As t he cities of 

.:hite Rus sia and. Lithuania ,·, ere captured , t h e Jeu L .. h residents 

vTe r e either exter mina te:.J. or expelled . TI'-e Jews of :.Ioghillef 

on the Dnieper wer e butchered i n 1655 ; t he J ews of Vitebsk 

wer~ r obbed &.nd eithe r slain or sold into cap1r1v1ty , and the 
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Jews of Polock, Mi nsk, and Kovno experienced a similar fate. 

On the a pproach of the Russians i n AuQist , 1655, Wi l na 

was evacuated by Prince Radzivil and his garrison. The majority 

of t he Jewish population souf}lt safety in flight; t hose that 

rema ined behind Tiere killed or banished by the .i.iuscovi te con­

queror . Among t he pr ominent s cholars \7ho wer e compelled to 

exile themselves were Moses Rivkes , Sabbat.a.1 Cohen , and Aaron 

Sanruel Kaidanover , wlm offici ated i n a rabbinical capacity at 

Fdrth and t hen i n Franki'ort- am- Ma.in. 

While Li thuania was be L'1g ravaged by the 1.1-..iscovi "tes, t he 

:1eart of Po_and was invaded i'rom t h e r;es t b · Charles X of 

~'weden . The bes t part of t n e land soon fell into the banas 

of the Swedes. The reli g:.ous d i f f erences between t~'le in­

~aders and t he i nvaded s "tirred the na tional and Ca tholic s pirit 

of t he Polish people . The Cat hol i cs had gr ounds upon which 

t o be su s pi c ious of their Pr otes tant fellow-n~ tionals, and 

it was an easy s t ep 1ncl-<dL11e t he.1 with the Jews . As soon a s 

t .. e Poles had reconquered terri t ory occupi ed by t he Swedes , 

the Polish mi l i ta com:.ianded by Czarniecki fell «lpon the Jews. 

In a pprove.i Cossack f a shi o -:.he Poles pe ~:petra ted .frightful 

:nas sa cres ~~cna the J ews of r rea t and l itt Le Pol and. Bearly 

all o_· the Je'M'ish comr.nmi t i es of t he province of Posen -- except 

t he city of Posen -- and t tose in t.he pr ovinces of 1\.a l i s z , Cra­

cow, a n::J. Piotr kov were destroyed . 

The tol l of J eV1 i sb l i ves ta.:e .r.. dur ing the decade f r om 

1 648- 1658 has been e s t imLte at a mi n:mum of 100, 000 . Con­

ditions i n Poland \'1ere unspeakable , and t he suf :erings of the 
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Jewish survivor s were piti ful. . As a result of the s e ten 

years of turmoil , Jewish refugees were s catt ered all over 

Eur ope and As ia . 

The death of Charles X 1n 1660 enabled Poland to drive 

ba ck the ::uscov ite i nvader, but rebellion a t home soon forced 

her to conclude pea ce upon unfavor a ble terms. She r ecover ed 

sonie of her pr ovinces , but lost a portion of V/hite Russia and 

all of Little Russia on t he Eastern bank of the Dnieper along 

with the c i ty of Ki ev (1667 ). Podoli a and Volhynia thus re­

l!lained wi th Poland. 

The sufferings undergone by t h e Jews or. ... t he s e regions had 

lef t t hem wi th little recuperat ive powe r s , and in s pi te of the 

new or der of peace, tne cen ter of Jewish life .:noved northr1ar d. 

A nwnber of J ewish co:a_u r.i t ies were rel ieve fro.n tax.a t ion by 

John Ce s imir i n order t hat they :..rlg."1.t rehabili t ate themselves . 

The king s tha. t followed , J i chael W.i.sniowecki (1669-1673) , a nd 

J ohn Sobieski (1674- 1696 ) , conf i rmed t h e a!: cien t pr i v i leges of 

the J e\7S of Poland and the Gr and D·.chy of Lithuania. The 

Die ~s W;3re i n imical to t he welfar e of the J ews , and t he admini­

s t rators of the ci~ ies made r oyal protec t ion nur atory . So 

i neffec tive bad t ne off i ci al ruler s of Polapd becone that even 

though t he ~axon ki ng , Aurustus II (1697-1733 ), ratified Jew­

ish r i£¥lts, offici al approva l W2. S veste . in t he Die t . The 

powe r of the CrO\vn had co"llnl e t ely waned, a nd Pol and was h eading 

1'or dissol 1tion , for t."1.e ruli.1.:._ power r1as t he :>iet ,Vlhicb was 

an imp~ ssible body s ince any si :·~le d e, u ty co l d by h i s veto 

a l one a bruptl y termi nate the s ess ion befor e its f ixed term 

had run ou t . 
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The Jewish communal organization was consta..~tly per­

plexeu. , 1n or:ler to find the :neans r1hereby it mir-ht meet 

it~ debts . i~1e creditors were either Pol ish nobles or bro­

ther Jews who sued the community 1n Polish courts . Communa l 

insolvency was a result of a combination of f actors : the 

destructiveness of t h e Tiar, and t h e browi;.g drain upon the 

exchequer because of the many demands made a pon it. The r e 

wer e re L-ular ~axes to the ~rown, impos ts by local authoritie~ 

-- t h e head tax de.mande.:l of the corporate Jewi sh body kept 

increasinr and extraordinary "gifts" to cler gy a~d Jesuit 

convents . It is a fact that :nacy Jewish conununi ties paid an 

annual t e.x t o principals of Jesui t schools in order to prerent 

their s t.-udents f r om attacking the Jews -- one such attack 

had occurred in 1687 in Posen. In addition to all of tile 

responsibilities tha t t he community had to meet , it wa s an­

s\1erable as well for the debts of indhr~ duals, whether those 

deb ts were real or hiagina.ry . 

So great was the consequent impoverishment that a policy 

of financial retre1:chment \1as pursu ed by the heads of the 

con "1l.nities . For the sake of econo~ , laws were passed res­

tricting t he outlay on f a mi l y fes~i · ities , a na e . en on "Che 

annual number of wedd.in3s in a co . .l1ll\U i ty . The s ~ l aries , too , 

of rel igious ftmct ionaries we re cu t . 

'.r. e comrnuni ty suf _·ered fro.1 still anothe r score . 'ihere 

\72.s a recrua.escence of r i t · a l '11Urder libels origina t i ne in the 

credulity of the Christian :nas ses a nd f ostered by the clerics 

for their own pur poses . In Sanctomir , for example, near Pas s ­

o·,·er time (169d } the a!)itat1oP- of .t-'ather Szuchovski caused an 
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unfor tunate Jewish elder to be quartered for t;he cri.me in 

1710. 

The wars , the financial burden, and the anti- Semitis m 

of t'1eir Christi a n n eighbors all cor:ibined to make t h e position 

of the Polish Jew during this period a n impossible one. Suffer­

in[; was heavy , pove rty r.rea t , a nd t he number of deaths enor­

moi1s . There i s litt le wonder tha t the J ew s of Poland should 

fal l p rey to t h e r ava ge s of mysticism and of Uessianism wh ose 

s pir i t was i n the air. 

B. Prussia 

Si:ice t h e Peace of Westphalia in 1648 , the Ge rman empi re 

h r.a. become a loose con.fede r a tion o:t so=ie 300 i::idepende?1 t prin­

cipa lities and fre e cities . _•1·0 .:i sol!le of 1.1he s e , the J ew s had 

been e:cpelled ; in other s thei r numbers wor e small; and i r_ none 

we re they more th.an tolerated . Du.ri n (-. t:h e l :::. ti1 century , their 

r esidence was not a . !.8. t t er of right , but of J rivilege f or 

which an annual a.moun t of p rotec t i o!. tax was paid. All Jevt­

ish travel lers wer e ~ubject to a body t ax at eac n bo rder or 

gate of a. t0'7n. There \":as only on e e;rnep t ion : sev~ral weal thy 

Jew_ , bu t the-r had , never t eles s , to pa~r t h L:; tax everywhere 

beyond t he pr i n c ipality in wh ich they had been gr ante1 this 

priv i ler e . Another a r.n oy in· tax was t he toll demanded of 

Jews f or t r ansient r e s idence . In ,rac t ically all of the 

cities , t h e J ei:IS were c onfine d t o the circumscribed a r ea of a 

ghe tto which ofte!: consis ted of 01_e narrow s'tree t in '7hich -­

as in t he ca s e of a f ew l arger ci t ies -- as na.ny as 500 f~"'ll­

ilies crov1ded together. 

In each f a mil7 , on l y on e of t he s ons was .Jerini tted to 
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abide in his bir thplace . If there were daughters, i t was 

fortunate if they coulu be married into a family pos sess ing 

the right of r esidence. A heavil y taxed permi~ was requi red 

f or every Jewish marriage, and was Granted to only one mem­

ber of a famil y , and anothe r s peci a l tax was e:-:e.c ted for ea ch 

child born. Such conditions , naturally , could only lead t o 

a br eak-up of Jewish families with t he less forv.i.nate chil­

d.re .. for·ced to emicra;:;e to mor e f avoraLle lands . 

Economically , the Jew was kept f r om husbandry , f r om the 

ownership of land , and from member ship in any of the gilds . 

The onl y occupa t ::.ons left ope:1 for Jews , consequently , \1e r e 

petty tra~e a nd money- lending . 

Socially, the Jews \-:ere t !1row:i u ~on t heil" m1n resources , 

s i nce they hed beco .e t ne butt of the i r Christian neiQ:lbors . 

They were also isol~ted from the r e st of the conum1.nity by 

rea son of t he corrup t dialect, Judaeo- German, whi ch they 

spoke. 

Cona itions \Vere .. ru.ch the same in Fr an.:for t , Hambur5 , 

"./ie:r.!1a , Praeue , and Ber l in. 

The p r ec ,..ious position of the J~w 1n German lands is 

fcrcefull·· brought ou t by t he constant anti - Semi t ic activities 

o::."' Chris tian l.!gi tators . O:le of these , JohaJu: Andreas Ei sen­

:-.1eP-eer , i n Franki'ort - am- l.iain , in l 70u , publi shed Judaism Un­

co·,•ered ,.,_ ic'°l t eemed with accusations a a i:is t t h e Jews . In 

t!:is cu..:. e , h0\1eve r , through the :i.. f l uence of the Je\'l s , and 

es~ecially of the ba?ker , Samuel Oppenheim , in Vienna , the 

er.tire issue wa s co f isca t ed by impe~ial or der. I n other ca­

ses , h0\7ever, th~ Je·., . were not aluays s o for tuna te , and 



--23--

many times suffe red at the bands o:f a r oused Christian s . What 

secur ity they bad was of s uch a tenuous natur e tha t it took 

bvt a little s par k to undermine their positions . 

(Host of t h is mater ial !las been sa thered from 1!8.rgolis a nd 

::a.rx , A History of" t h e Jewish People , Chapters 74 , 77 , and 

78 ; Grae-cz , History of the Jews , Vol . I V, Chap ters 18 , 20 , 

Vol . V, Chapter l; fubnow , op . cit., I , pp . 189-198). Kab 

he. -Yasbar, 69 : 8 refers to the :iany wars oc ·urr i.ng i n Poland 

Le ~1een t he years lt>48- 1 658 , and t !le problen of' f:'..ndin {; one ' s 

neirs because of t h e 1 reat los s of life . Intr oduction to 

:Sirka t Shemuel by Kaid::mova r mention s the troubles ~nat over-

took h i s .father wh en -che city 01· Lublin \las attacke d , and 

that he almost lost 1l.is l i fe , also that his t·wo s i sters were 

killed , and h is f amily suffered gr eatl y because of tl1e wars . 

Erik, oo . cit., r.i:i;> . 309- :SlO, s . ems h ere t :1e s ufforinr:s uf the 

father of Zebi Hi r sch in the Cossack po f ro•:is . Encyclonedia 

~~daica, X, p p . 1 99- 200 , reflects the Chmielnicki rebellion. 

TscherikoPer , op . cit . , p ) • 159- 160 , also po in ts out fua t 

life f or t 'le Jew in 't!1e 1 7 th century was :.liser able . 

II 
Thoue-:iit l.!ovemen ~ s of t ne Period 

The period i n v1_iic! KE-- i d:::..nover lived r1as ua rked pr inci­

xtlly b:· the ac ti vi ties of Se.bba ta.i Zebi a~d t •wse Sa bba tians 

~.:1d .:·s t ics vino follo\7ed af t er h im. Sa b ... a ta i "'eb i was born 

:.. .. Snyrna in 1626 and \'l~ S des ce:·.ded from a Spani sh f8.l!l.il~ . 

Eis fa t her ha· acted as a bro!:er to a n Enc lish 1e r ce.ntile 

concerr: . The A;;.e Y1as rife \7i t i1 . . essia n .: c speculc. tions . in 
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Christian m:illernar ian circl es , t!:.e year 1 666 was con s idered 

t h e year in which the J ews would be r estored to Pa lestine . 

I n J ewish Ca.bali s t ic c i rcles , the y ea r 1 648 was a ccorded a s 

the date f or ~essianic r edemption . The s c ene wa s t hu s set 

for the appearance 0.1.· .:labbatai Zebi. 

Sabba ;ai studied i n the rabb .1.n i cal s chool of Joseph Es­

capa and was a ttracted to t..~e s tudy of the Zohar a l ong the 

i~nes of Isaac Luria ' s exposi tion. He won to hi ~ some dis­

c i ples and gained public a vtention by the rig idl y ascetic life 

that h e led. In 1648 h e p ronounced the Ineff able Name , and 

t hereby implied that the Messianic order ho.d set in. Fe 

was i .... mediately exconmrunicated by Es ca pe , yet t he community 'f 
Smyrna. was div-ided, and he found suppor t f r om one of t h e lea­

ders , Moses Pinheiro . Sabbe.tai lef t for Constantinople and 

from there v1ent to Salonika nhich was t.r..e sea t of Cabal is tic 

st'..ldy , and ther e he celebrated hi s union t o the 'I'orah. -~ain 

h e was ex connnuni ce.ted . In Cairo , he met P.aphael J oseph Che­

le bi , the Egypti an . .:as t er of t he .• i n t , n !...c S''pplied h i wi t h 

plent iful funds . In Jerusalem, Sabbe. tai marrie __ for t he t h ird 

ti:"le. This time, it v:a,. Sara:1, wh o hs.d ha..i a lon u r ecord of 

::es s ian .lc pretensions . Aid ed in his campaiFn by -:ar.h e.n .:: en­

jamin Levi o:f Gaza , wh o announc ed h i:nself a s t h e 11 t>rophet" 

who '· ad come to pav e t he we.v for t:ie 1 essia h , Se. l ba te. i Zebi 

found the time rip e for a m.~blic announcement of h is liess : ah­

sh ip ,·1h ile on a t r iumph.al tour lr. Smyr na i n 1 665 . 

Smyrna , a.s well a .J __ a.ny other c.'... ties , fell into a frenzy 

of' exci t ement . The messat;e \7as s pread i n pr a c tically every 

Je\·1 ish com:.nunity by Samuel PrLo , the secre t ar- of Scbbe.tai , 
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o.nd the " prophet" Na than . Leghor n , Venice, Hamburg , London, 

and Avignon were made awar e of the c oming of thi~ l.Jessiah. 

hven .:iany Chl:'is t1ans were s t1rred up over the ni~w s, but 

t he joy of t hose wc o beli eved in him and wh o ma.de r eady to 

depar t for the Holy Land was s hor t -lived. For 1rhen Sabba tai 

arrived in Constantinopl e , he \1as betrayed to the governor of 

t n e Sul tan as hav ing p lanned the over throw of the 'Iur k i sh 

empire and was thrown into pr i s on. On September 16, 1666, 

Sabbe. tai was brought before the Sultan and to the dismay of 

many of bis fol lo\·.1e r s accepted 1'.:obamaedanism. l'."et, i n spite 

of t he resulting disillusiomn.ent , there were 5roups of Jews 

in Asia , Afr i ca, a~a Europe who had so mu.ch faith in this 

?1a11 and h is !~essianic pret;ensions th.at they r e .futse::. to be un­

de ceived. These became the nucleu s of t he Sab~a.tian movement 

following the dea t h of Sabbatai Zebi i n 1676. 

There were fou r principal persone.11 ties wh o1 served as 

leaders in t he .:>c. bbe. tian movement. The first wa s 1.Ja.niel Is­

rael Bonafou.x , an unschool ed precentor at Smyr na . He proc­

laimed t h e }.1essage that Sa bbatai was not d ead, brut had merel y 

been s r>iri t ed ane.y , and r10uld return within 45 y·ears to accom­

nl i sh t h e pro;nised rede!.1 t i on. uenounced by the heads of t he 

Jewish conLnmi t y , t h is self- apnointed p rophet was banished by 

tLe local kadi e.nd later sout;h t safety by embrac inc Islam. 

Secondly, ther e \7as Abra.ha1a :.dcbael Cardosa {d. 1706 ) . 

11e \:a.s a physician wh o be.d become an enthusiastic propagandist 

of .:>abbatai Zebi ' s Messiahship , his c onversion n otwi thstanding , 

a id had won many over to the cause . He pr oclaimed himself to 

be the continua tor of the dead !:essiah, and wandered from one 
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country t o another spreading his mes sage , th ough there were 

many Rabbi s who declared him a heretic . 

Thirdly , there was Mordeca i of Eisens tadt , an Alsa tian 

J ew whose g ift of el oquence , commanding presence, and a scetic 

piety cast a s pel l u pon t he masses of Bohemia, Uoravi e. , Hun­

gary , and Pol a._TLd . He consi dered himsel.f the iless i ah and re­

ceive..5.. a n enthusiasti c wel come from Italian Jews a s v;ell. 

Four thly , the widow of Sabba tai set up her br other , Ja­

cob ~'uerido , a lad of 15, as t he son of her hus band, born of 

a posthumous union with her. Some of ti1e Rabbis acqua inted 

the Turkish authorities with t h e i r doinEs , and t o save them­

selves , t hey accepted Isl am. After t .1e death of Jacob, his 

son Ber achiah was nr oclaimed by t he follower s o f this gr oup 

as t h e r eincarnation of Sabt atai , and t '1is ~ ec t , knoun·as t he 

Doe~.meh, kept up the Sabbatian cult in secret . 

There were several other Jews w~o ca~italized upon t~e 

intensity of the mystical movement w bi.ch seemed to have cap­

tured the minds a nd fancies of meny 17th and ea rly 18th cen­

tury Jewish c omnnmi ties . Judah , t .-!e Saint of Dubnov1 , and his 

clever associate , Hayyi m Jdalak , held r evival meetings in which 

Cabal is r. ic fancies we 2·e t he ad junct to t he preaching of r e ­

pent ance . As a resul t of s~rong r a bbinical persecu tion, Judah 

and ~ Group of 1500 persons l eft for the lioly Land i n 1700 . 

Vlhi le t he na jority co!l{"regated in :.oravia anu Hunf ary , Judah 

with a sma.ller body passed t !U"OU[ h Germa.ny by way of Altona 

and Fre.nkf ort-am- :lain t o Vienna where he r eceived a i d from the 

Court Jen , Samuel Oppen.~ein. The s hruri.ken band was s t randed. 

'rwo of Juuan ' s nephews wer e converteJ. to Chris tiani ty ; one of 
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them la ter a llied himsel f with the Sabbatian element in Mann­

l1eim. 11alak who had come i nto contact with the a ged Primo 

placed him.self at the h ee.d of a Sabbatian society in Jeru­

salem, and pr opagandized Podolia and Eastern Ga.lic1a. 

Also active du r ing this period were Nehemia h H1yya Hayun 

and :.:os es Bayim Luzza -cto . Hayyun \Vas an arch imposter who 

claimed to h :...ve been born in Pales tine . He rec•~ived his 

early t rainint; i n Be bron where he wc.s inocul a te<i with the ~ab­

ba tian virus , and s e rved for a shor t time a s Rabbi in Uskup. 

In 170 8 , h e captivated the wealthy Jews of Smyrl.la with his 

Ca balis tic work borde ring on trini tariani sm. A:L t hough excon1-

munica t ed in Jerusal em, he rece1vet.i a cordial roception in 

Vienna and Pr ague (1711- 1712) , a nd later made h~L s way to other 

i ::nportant Jewish communities . Luzzatto (1707-1~747) who be­

gan his career sligh tly later than the period i.:.nder consider­

ation was t he leader of another tJess ianic mov ememt wh ich, ho\7-

ever , had n o connection wi th Sabba tianism. 

Thus, we have seen tha. t Sabba tian missiona.l'ie s ca rri ed 

t heir mystical doctrines i n to prac ticall y every European com­

rauni ty , and in nooks t nd corner s t __ e cult lod am undercover 

existence . They were opposed oost staochly by -;:.he r esponsible 

rabbi~ical leaders who f ea red their un..~ealthy i m.fluence, and 

even wnere t he novement bad beco.-:ie know:_ only i 'ro hearsay , 

the Qla r dians of the tradi t ion bee<. 1e a p:)rehensi ve of any un­

wonted relig i ous exa ltation. Yet , unconsc iously , oys t icism 

c!'ept into t hei r own minds and served a s a poten.t force in 

keep lnc their c ommuJ1i i:; ies on the 11 e;ood 11 pa th. T·o thi s end, we 
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find Kaidanove r me.kine use of Cabal istic and _.yatical speculation 

to threaten his reader s wl th dire pun ishments for even the 

sli{;htest i nfrac tions of the r elig ious com."118.ndmen~s . There 

can be no quest i on, tben , that the intellectual atmos phere of 

this period uas c omposed of two major elements : traditional 

Judaism of a Talmudic and Shulhan Aruk nature , and a Cabal istic 

mysticism, bot h of which see :-1 to blend into a harmonious whole , 

beginning * i th Isaiah Bunli tz 1 Shelot and cont i r..ued in the 

Kab ha-Yasb.ar. 

As \7e h av e seen, h istorica l conditions , Loth in Poland 

an d i r_ Germany u....de it pre.c 1;:i. cally impossii le for l:Illch in the 

way of secular lmowledge to spread among the J e\·1ish co ... 2IJW1i ties . 

Ther .., were a f eu, h owever , among the well- to-do v1ho were a ble 

t o a ttend t h e Christi an schools , or wh o cou l u afford t o he.ve 

priva te secular tutorin,s . The s e were the c rea t excep tions to 

the general rule; the 'fas t major ity of Je\"1s lived entirely 

within the four e l l s of t ile !-..s.laka. , and t 11e i r minds and 11 ves 

~ere bound up \71th traditional Judaism ana its nrys tic~l en­

crustation s . 

(l!os t of the ma teria. l for t h i s sec ti on was pa t here f rom I a r-

olis and ._...rz , ou . cit., chapters 75 and 76; Graetz, op. cit., 

V, c:ll..p ters 1 , 3 , 4 ,6) Dubnow (op . cit. I , O? • 188- 211) writes 

t ha t with Urn horrors of the 11 terrible u.ecad e" ( 1648- 1658 ) the 

intellec rual leve l of the J e\'lisb masses san:~ lower and lower , 

and even a.1oni; t he narr ow ci rcle o;. s cholars , t he intell e c tual 

ac t i vi ty bect...me pettier and pettier. Ori[;inc:.li ~y wa s sadly 

nissi ng . .::>ide by side r1 i th che s cn olas tic literature of rabbinism 
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f~ourished popul a r ethical literature which fois ted upon the 

people the no tions of practical Cabala." The Kab ha-Yasha.r 

is among t hes e books . A Tiriter of the begi nni ng of the 18th 

century makes the obs ervation that 11 there is no country where 

the Jews are so much given to IIJY"Stical fancies , devil hunting, 

talismans , and exorcisms of evil s ' i rits as they are i n Po­

land." Even the celebr ated nabbis frequently devoted them­

sel7es to C2balistic exercises . Zi nberg , (op . cit ., v, p. 194) 

points out t hat the Kab ha-Yashar breathes t ::e s ' iri t of the 

European norld of K.aidanover •s times ; he also speaks (p. 138 ). 

of t he God- saturated e.ir which t he Jews inhaled; Tscherikower 

(ou . cit., pp. 163- 167) points out that Rabbi Joseph of Ul.b­

now, teacher of Zebi Hi rsch, \ '1 :.... s well- versed in Cu. bal e. of Ari 

\7hich he.rmo:~izes with i;he time or' t he Cossack rebellion, : nd 

after tne height of the wabba tian .llovem~nt , he revealed his 

agreement with ~~e s virit of t he times in his Luah ha- H.anbagot 

by s llo\7ing great concern for t he other world. The .Kf:.b L;a -Yashar 

is a t y ical bo k of those .elancholy days . The Encyclopedia 

Judaica (X, p, . 199- 20 0) t ells us tha t Sabbatianism and the 

Cabala of his teach er are refl ecte in the Kab ha - Yasha r ., and 

t.~e environment of his ~ir;1e is por trayed therein , for he t;ives 

a GO d , ict\!re of l i fe in the Polish, Lithuanian, and German­

Jewish com :uni t ies. 

Zince 1·g , (oT> . cit., V, pp . 194 - 195) .118.in\;&ins 'that there 

we 1'e only a few Jews v1 hose socia l positi on was hi[,h enourh to 

en~tle the.n to acquire a. more secul ar , European Oti tlook. In 

t :ie 17 t h and l d th centurie .; , 1'"Tench culture an d langua!_,e were 

widesnret'.d in Po _and . The Polish king had married a Fr ench 
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wotian in 1674. Never theless , onl y t he children of Jewis h 

bankers a nd merchants -- a ctually the Court Jews -- received 

any French eduation . 



SECTION TWO 

JEWISH LIF..8 AND IDEALS I lf THE SEVEUTEENTH AHD EIGHTEEl!TH 

CEHTl:RIES AS REFLECTED nr THE KAB HA- YASRAR 
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C~TER ONE 

THE SOCIAL ASPECT OP JEVIISH LIFE 

I 
Col!mil.Ulal Or ganization 

A. The Rabbi 

The Jewish communal organiza tion was for t he mos t pa rt 

relig ious - centered. liominally at t he head of the or ga.nizt;. ti on . 

though not s o i n actuali ty , stood t he rtabbi , t o \7hom every 

J ew bad to pay special respect (15 : 7) . In fact, one must hav e 

bad to be just as car ef'ul about t ne honor accorded to his Rabbi 

as one nas a bout that paid to his mother a nd fa ther (65 : 6) . 

I t \7as i ncumben t upon the i nd1Vl1dual to rise b efor e h i s Rabbi • 

somethi ng vmich Ka idanover s iw1 i I) Poland (54 : 5 ) , and by all 

means to greet t he Rabbi fol l ouing the service; t his i s just 

like greeti ng ch e Sheicina (87 : 1) . one ,·a s r.o t >e r mi t t ed to 

pray benind his Rabbi ou t of reverence f or h i m (lu0: 3). Uucb 

of t he honor a ccorded t he habbi wa s the resu lt of his ~ving 

seen an ou t s tandirlb s chola r (65 : 6) . But another reason --

and perhaps a n ore powerf'ul one -- was th~ fac t tha t anyone who 

att acked t he honor of hi s Ra bbi coul d promp tly be exconMl1h1cated 

unt il he had 'beg£ed t he f or !... ivene ss of t he Rabb:i. (1" :7- 9) . 

The pena l ty of exco:.u::n.mica ti on must have· been a serious 

one, a nd particula r l y so i n a n envir onment in wmch w.ystici sm 
. 

was ·so preval..:n t . 11 One that i s exco.J.rtm i ca ted f or e. single day 

i s trouc~t under the ba n f or 30 days b~ t he heavenly Bet Din" 

(16: 14) . One n igl:lt even ha v .; to suffer transmigration i to 

a s;>i rit (77 : 6- 7) and wo ·l d not be .:>aved f rom puni shment even 

to t ""le extent of having t h e house in \7hic.n h e dwel t become a 

r:ast e (16 : 1 ) . \le a ls o not e t hat the ban mi ght bd placed by 

-
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the Rabbi for r eason s other than an affront to his honor . One 

might be l iable to excommunica tion fo r numer ous weighty sins 

(77 : 6- 7 ) or e~n for havinG copied a ma nuscript which belongs 

to ano ther. So in the c :. se of Kaidanover , wh o aot t wo .cr·ank­

for t Ra ubis to issue a herem a cains t a nyone who mie-ht copy his 

Kab ha - Yashar wi t h out permission (Tscherikov1er , oo . cit., pp. 

163-167) . 

I n b i .s capaci cy as sc1~olar and s piri tual !lead of the 

co:-:t!IUlli ty , the .rtabb i also r1as i n cba1·Ge of the ac~de~· -­

yeshi ba -- and t h e peop l e were enjoin e to attend (53 : 2 ) . 

So important an i n s titution was t;he yesbiba in i ts eff ect 

· pon the commmi ty a t large , ~hat Kai cE.nover admonishes t he 

i ndividual to keep away f rom ev e ry p l a ce \";'here ,;here Y1as no 

Yeshiba (24 : 6) . 

~t was i n cumbent upon the 3abbi t o fearlessl y r ebuke evil­

doers a nd to supo:.. vise i n c.,e nera l the .·i.lor !...li ty of the commun­

ity (62 : 1 3 ) . Preser·1.i..nr Jewish ... orale in the f a c e of t r ouble 

11as ano ther of h is duties ( 94 : 1:.. ) . 

Ha rur a lly the mora ls which a p;)lied to the ord inary Jew 

:o.pplied :nore s t r i ncen tl·1 t o the Ra bbi . He must b e an humble 

:ian , and KaW.anover r eports t hat he witne ssed L . Poland many 

Ra bbis who , when t~e c on c;re:::;ati on ro s e i: efore them, \lou ld 

rai3 ~ !:!.l oft a b vol:. , :Jo th... t t he concrec:._tion wou l d be risinc; 

before t.'1.e book and no't be:for(,j the . . ( 54 : 5) . On the othe r 

:ianJ , t ::iere ,., .. re so.:ie who , as a r esult ~ f f latt e ry or br ibery , 

p.::rm:i.. tted !.'luny thins s n _1i ch Jer1isil l ar1 f orbade (75 : 3 ) . 
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B. Jewish Communal Officers 

The adminis tration of comnnmal affa irs wa s carr ied on 

by a number of aBencies . There uas a bur ial society (46:7 ), 

t he Jeuish lords and l eaders of the city (9: 2, 4-6, 15; 65 : 4-5), 

the charity collec tor s (91:1),the president of the congre­

cation {7 :17) , and judges (43 : 4- 5; 44: 3 ). Kaidanover general ly 

consider s mos t of the l eaders of t he comnrunity g~ilty of var ious 

rnispractises . The judges he accus es of acceptin~ br i bes of 

speech -- f l attery ana honor -- and of ~oney (4f : 3) . He 

criticizes the l eade :-s of the co1n....nmi ~ because they have 

been appointe~ on account of t h eir >. ealth a~~ not the i r good 

deeds (65 : 3) , because they et re he.ughty (7:1'1 , 19) , par ticular ly 

toward pious and s cholarly people (65 : 4- 5) , because t h ey per ­

vert just ice t !i.rough '&heir power (and for this t hey 1n~rit ex­

CO!J.'mlllica tion by t he heavenly Be~ Din ){34 : 1- 81) because they 

refuse to bear the i r si:l ... r e of ta.xatlon and t i:us n ake it even 

::oi: e d:i..ff i cul -c f or t he poor to ~.:is t ( 9: 2- 5) , because they a re 

creedy for honors and constan t l y i "lbibe i n strcnr drinl: (9: 3 ) , 

becaus e t..~ey ba· e no scrupl es concerning t he f'un cls of the 

co _:uni t;y . Some ev en eat, dr .:.nk, and _pre a en t dowries f r om 

t:1ose funds (9: 5) . lJa.ny com.:nmit;v l eaders cast their fea r of 

t .1er1Selves over ever y :."le.:iber of t he co ..... uni t;y (9:15) , and 

ever. p re·.rent : ndi vidual s from perfor:ninc t:lizr10t ( 9: 15; 43 ; 23) . 

K.t.idanov er' s pic -.;·...re of the 1 1..!aders of the co::;i. rll!lity i s 

_Jr oLa.b l y p r e jadiced by his O\'m experiences i!1 \'/i l na vm e n the 

!.ehila turne ..1. a cains t him and Sll.Cceede ·i in h.evint; him imprisoned 

(See a bove , Section One , Ch.a .:i ter 2) . A paren t l y , not only did 
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they hav e the right of punishi ng Jeuish offen ers but they 

cou l d a l so conf'iscat e his property: "They took auay f rom me 

nry s J.. lve r and gold and all my pr oper ty" (Introduction t o ~ 

h.a -Yasbar; see also Introduction to Tiferet Shemuel ) . There­

fore , h e lashes out a eainst a ll com:nunity leade~s and st~tes : 

" I hav e sou ght to s peak to the e reatt: , and I a i n ot ashamed . " 

I t seems as if t his com'1.lll 1 organ ization applied only 

to the larger com:;mni t i es . Those living in vil lages had little 

or no organization except t he Clinyan for rel i elou s observance 

(97 : 1-e) . 

c. The Taxation of t he Jeus 

Appe.reJ tl:;- , each L1Uividue.l in the Jevrish commun1 ty wa s 

req .:.ired to pe.y taxe s for the support of t he activities of 

t ha ·.; co!11.mtnity (44 : 7) . It was a 5radue.t ea tax based pon the 

neal th of the ind ividual (9 : 3 ) . Oftentimes , h owever, it worked 

a ::mr ds h i p u pon t .. e poor wi.10 he.d no ready rioncy . Kaidanover 

de s c :::-ibes a s a r esul "& of heavy taxes , people ¥i ~o have l:l..ad t heir 

ualie s in, their s hrouds , and e·1on their bed -cl o1.ho s seized 

in lie u of payment (9: 4) . T .e difficulty , h e ma..:.ntains , is 

t h e fact that the leader s of t :'le com. J.mi ty ref'u s e to bea r 

t e ir p roper share of ta..~ation (9: 2- 3, 5- 6; 4 4 : 5 - ? ) , and the 

result is the. t t h e burden is so much the heavier for th e 

middle and poorer cle.ss es . 

D. The Jforali ty of Cow:nunal Service 

I -c is necessar - f or every i ndividual not to sepe.r a t e 

h.:.L1self f r o.:i his s hare o:· t:i.e respon s ibil ities of co.n:nuni ty 

lif e . One wn o is able to r ive t.a.x~s t o t h e CO!.Uttunity must do 

I 
I 
I 
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30 (44 : 7) . Leader s must assume their full sha re of the tax 

bu r den (9 : 2- 3 , 5) . They must be sympathetic in their t r eat­

ment of those who cannot afford to pay taxee (9 : 4, 6 , 15 ), and 

mu.s t b e very scrupulous with rega rd to the money of t he com­

!il'.m i ty . "The worst type or community leader is one \7ho ea t s, 

d.rinl:s , and pres ents dowries for his own sons and daughters 

from the f'unds of the col!l....Dlllity" (9:5 ; 44 : 5- 7) . The leaders 

of the collll/IU.l11 ty should not be haughty as a result of their 

oosition (7:17; 9 : 2 - 3; 40:6). A leader \7!10 is haughty will 

suffer tra nsmir ration into a bee, and sever e puni shment 1n 

Gehinot:l ( 65:4-5, 7 ). Leaders shm:l d not flatter the rich 

(9; 15) nor perver t justice (34 :1- 21), nor accep t flattery and 

bribery them.selves (75 : 3) . Particularly is the matter o:f 

br~ bery important in the cc se of a judGe (44:3) who must 

never disclose :1~ t he verdic t was a rri ved at (43 : 4) . 

not only is ther e a deti ~. i te i:iorali ty i r.c'lD'lben t upon 

t :1ose who s erve the communi t:,- , but che re is the .further nec­

es:;i ty of their s lpervising t !le c enar al moral i ty by r ebuki!lb 

1;_1ose who co:mmi t transi;ressions (62 : 13 ) and by aidint:; the 

i r.uiv i dual n performing a :.U.zwah (43 : 23) . A wise and good 

lead.er of e. comnru.ni ty \':ho is God- fea rin6 and conscientious 

~ill en joy , Kaidanover promises , ~ l on e life a~d r osp erity 

i n t !li s world , and a bau py exis tence in the world - to- come . 

"r:i s soul w.:.11 enter i !'l to 1;he fiol:; .re::nple " (9 : 1 , 15) . But 

a ba d l eader wi ll be cursed by a heav enl y a'~1ouncer and God 

nil.L not listen to his prayers (9: 6) . 
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II 
Home Life 

A. The Jew and Eis Life a t Home 

Ea ch Je\"l who could a.fford it see..1S t o have taken great 

;>r ide L"l the ho:::ie -chat he owned . The r i ch had well- bui l t 

~ouses , but t!:le poor ~are f orced ~o accept the bes t ~he.t they 

1 . 
CO --~ affor d (9: 10) . Cleanliness as a reli gious observance 

na s a ~ecessity. The pl ace ara und the ~ezuzah shoul~ be clean, 

and one shoul d not pour dir ty ~ater nea r it (46 : 10 ) . One 

shou:d oe.ke ~rovis~ons in hi s h o: e f or a spec~ic corner ded-

i ca t ed to s tudy and pr ayer (24 : 9; 5S: 4; 72:11) . 

Cl eanliness of .:_e _ands , .face a nd n ou th , i; __ oltt;b pres -

cribed by reli gious l an , ~as a ~ygieni c regula~ior. (13 : 2- 5 ; 

12 : 9 ; 20:3 ) . O~e ' s 6arments , t oo, s~ould be clerui at all 

t i -:es , a ::d one ::rus t i:e par ticularly ca re!\11 a bout his .:>a b .. a t!l 

cl othe s , that they be spotless (~6 : 9 ). 

The head o~ t he house~old ?:IU.s t , ir.so~ar a s it i s wi t h i n 

::-_i s por;er , p r ovi.. ... e a co . .::"' or tabl e ho-1e fo r h i s r;i fe 2.!:d c!".i l -

_r en (24 :18 ) . One wh o i s miserly i s aesp:s ed by Kaide.nover 

(30 a9 ) . !;u.t not onl:,- ..:us t t !le as.sta r o_ ~he hous e~ol .... ce r e 

~~~ ~:s fa -il~ , crut i t i s necessary tha~ he cheer.full 7 bi l le t 

a ~reveller or a poor pe r scn i :_ :U s r..o_e (S: l 3) . 

to s:ee? r.~s concer~ed wi ~~ rel~~~ous .f\lnctions . Upon e r isi ng , 

he s !:o .~ ld. rec i t e t ile a edu s::i.e..h and a s!1o r t:: p~ayer f or t.!1e r eturn 

o_ ~:. s sou l ( l : 19) . He !led t o be ca~·e f- .1 t::o \';as his !:ands 

a:ld. :'e.ce , e.:.d l ook upon t::b.e .:e s:"..z .:..~ (2 :1) . Then he s;io· .~ld 

!'ec i t e 7a r ::.ou s ~ ssa r;;e s _:£·: in0 Caba. l !.s : i c si,:;n ~ficance (55: 3- 6) , 
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and then, after h a ving offered up a prayer upon leaving h is 

house (1:23 ), h e .:;oes to the synagogue and prays (1 : 19 ). 

At meal t i me , the washing of the hands before and after 

the meal was obligatory , al though some peoule , Kaidanover 

comolains , took the matter of wash i ng the bands af t er t he 

meal very l i ghtly (13:6; 85: 8 , 10). Even the eatin~ of food 

v1a s a religiou s matter, f or one was co .manded v1hen e : ting 

ta s ty food to worry about Pales tine and t he de s truction of 

t he Temple (64:12-13 ). Followint; the ~~al came t he say ing 

of crace wh ich one shoul d pronounce with concentration (87:8 ). 

At the t i me of t he say i ng of t h e grace, the person shoul d re­

move empty vessels from the tabl e , but &1ou l d le av e the br ead 

there (~4 :15, 18 ). 

One shoula not ea t or dr ink very much a t ni:-ht before 

goi ng to sleep . He sh ould reco~nt his deeds and make a men­

tal note to correct all t r ansgressions w11i ch he did during 

t he day ( 61:4-5). F\irthermore, he shou l l recite the Shema 

(67: 2) and then turn hi s soul over i n t o the hands of God with 

grea t concentrntion (49 :5; 61 : 4- 5) . 

B. The Position of Women in the Home 

The v1i:fe shares t he responsibili ty vii t h her husband of 

rear .:.:::B t he i r chil.:u-e1~ properly , and she sho-..:ld seek to lead 

t hem uoon the good oa th ( 81: 3- 4) . Tho:igh she appear s to be 

subse ~-vient to he r husband , she , never t he l es s , i s entitled 

-co have a ll thority over her cnild.re n (81 : 2- 3) . She must demean 

herse l.f properl y (5d : 8 ), and shmlld not clothe herself "in 

beau tiful c lo thes a nd •;a l k abou t with l of ty neck, nake ..... to 
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(5y: o ; b~ : i ) . .t.er .rt.OQ6bty' is ilao &aaential_ f or the peace 

~ ;\;~e .!:louse.t::.oic. , ~o.r ar.. · .i .. _i;>a.es"t: wi.te 1'7 1.::..1 curse a nmoma 

·: ~o bas ;re_ .iso"- .t o a - -°'' .na.r to _Ql01Al_l e uerse__l=:- ...ir! Sl..:.c..i:. ga-P-

~e,r c..l'.::. ;;:; ~td cosi_r> ... ai:ats so:ue t. i-3t: ::! i'orce .:U._ . i;o oorrcm, 

s 'i.,e 1, or :;o i_,..o .Jankr:up -;;c,y kl o~~r tha "C _s2e may .1:.-re bea'U­

_5.t 'ul c lothes like ot:~er wo~n ( ~ : l Ittl!coCL-ea.,,- -0?: the paJ>t 

.J: "_e ·;1:._fe , CCC ·.J-'uJ.~ t.o Ga-ba_.i-3-t i c l:hi-1ki!?G , liiB.J" ca.use great 

~:...:;).t.:., _.e to J!.~ r 11 cili_dr f; ._ (.5v. :-0 ), . Af~v-e a ll, , ~ no.:na~ must no~ 

,.,<:: u .see. e \":OJ.-d.s pr- ::t • .,_ oh~-car$e sen.a~ (7~ :-6- '! ) .. 

J.. ·,, ~. ~ e .v_..o :'...s .ens t rua i-irtt a!l-Gl· l be:. v~ no _r,e,le. ti.oms n i t h 

J i· :11)..st,~! .u., .e.'er .. l;O the e x: 49nt -0_ a2lovr:i.nc id m -i:;o .lo o!:: upon 

.•.; .· (2:1 ... ; tit. : 0 ) . 

I . ,,vou \J,ife - - J.ligt..l,..- lc..idcr. e.rid.,.fl}911. "t;:::te ~s:;ictl point 

•. .. li~i. , e ·1en il IU:i. C4(ed. .. 1~-- ~~" rece·· Ve ,r:tcnet: ~OT tb~ s EJ::e of 

\I:. : . ."e ( l ; lb ; _.~ : l) • 

i .. Jyu i ·e_ r.J...; / ;..J. tor w1e ciec.. t !. c f t;,!._e i:.# lilt~.~~ , ~e ., Je WE..S 

c r.~cipul ile1r toll t eare i.;e a.no. -cn.t:; s o _r; a.-i -~~..i zn:;rc:.tt:i:r • 

••• ,,c 11 u -.i.:!.1.·1·~1.J. es i.1. \'.J .:i..C l.J.._e w ::i.r'e 11J... S ·r .. eco!!le :ieir to so:ae 

o:> ~ i;e L ppe~r to 1 o ~ .1 tc C 1.;m .... u;, ( '/ l ~ ) • 

C. l<elu t .1.01.s .cet-.1ea r. Par·e:1ls B!!O Children 

1~ • .ll..r1·1ed c uu:.lo Sf' .. O~ilu l~~v~ c• 1h1ren (36 : 5) . One , h ow-

... v..; ·, \/,g; lw. :_ .. u o!u 11 suot1. l..i 1·G--..:.· au orph un d.n:t ~:.:e ~i...":1 an 

1)) ·" ::J t .JI · - l ti~ : HI ) • One sti<• •.Lu. not a i; ·u s to . h Ls c:. ild.ren to 

c;..i.l,J , .J , ' <Ji , iu...1,-..-1.;t:...;; . .., ( f;G : tl- V ) ,. but shoulJ. ; by h i.3 own 

. ' l , ; 1,QU,L., u ; :U..ilpl1.,; l.vf.ltJ I> j _, vi i ll.Jl'Ol.l iH the pa_ t:l Of / OOd.neS S 



- ss-

::::t :.::Sr (61 : .l- S • 

.... _ ~--~ _. _ ........ _ . .,.,_ ~ .. 1 _ ., - ft: 1 - ~ :! ____ ....., • 

--' . - .. , 



--4·0--

marry of:f h i s ch .. l dren to whomeve r he wishetl.; the poor man , 

h owever , had to accept a nyone, even the boor who would beat 

h is d.4ughter, who was not God- fe~ring , nor ~.ad even a hint 

of le.:rning ( 9:12) . I t \1as necessary that the children honor 

the parent s even after death : to recite the Kaddish on the 

Yahrzei t was :.. gr eat help to the s ous of the 1r parents 

(35: 1 - 3 ; 80 : 8- 9) . The righteou s deeas and s tudy of on e ' s 

cuil _ren and one ' s sons- in- lan are efficaci ~us for fa t hers 

and mothers in the other world (35 : 3 , 9 ). The mer it of one ' s 

c!lil-.ren sav es many people f r om t he des tro·; inG s .>1r1 t s in 

Gehinom ( c30 :1-7 ) . I f one 1 s son - in-la\7 d iscover s somet!ling 

new i n the Torah, they crO\·.n the fc.. the r and mother - in-law 

with many crowns (35 : 4 ) . A good s on v. ho srudie:.; 'l'o r a h wi ll 

deliver a parent r1.10 _alls into the hands of t he "crue l one " 

after de a th, ev en af ter t h e nel:. t~1 of i:;he s or. (80: 1; 79 : 1 - 3) . 

One ' s s on may e•1an caus e t h e dea t h decree of h is father to 

be a nnulled a "ord:. 1g to rnys ~i cal t h ought (;,1 : 12- 33 ) . An evil 

s on causes his f ather and . .!othe r to be p ni s hed in -che other 

\.-orl d (80: 1 0 ). 

'lb e \1elfa re of one ' s ch i ldren shou l d al\'tay s be lrnp t in 

..... n d . Even \ pon < • .ino ' _, dea t!l- bed , one ::;h o . .t l d as1( o thers to 

see -co it thut n is <> Or. l ~ ~ .JP studyin~· a nd that he pray ut n is 

rave durinG t h e \'1.10le pe r :.od of mo~irn_n( , an other such 

co_.._ nunents of action for h is c:1i l aren (19 : 4 ; 5 r1: 4 ) . Kaid.a-

r.uvcr po .nts ou t t i1at un many occ- sion s one ' s chi l a ren did 

nor. ca:·r:·; ou t their f ather rs inj:.:nc t i ons or r1 .. ll ana speci ­

f l ca t ions in t h e c .. . s e of -;. e uests left for ch .... 1·ity (30: 6- 7) . 
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On 'the va riou s ::iolida·-s , one shoull\ per o!' _ h2.zkarot 

neshamot and pr~y that the souls of his paren ~s .:lily rest in 

peace (86: 4-5) . In the event tba't one ' s father and ~other 

l i e buried in a n ot~ t - of- town cemetery , one shoi:ld g o "CO the 

=raves of othe r Jews to pray (71: 1) . 

D. Family Functions 

Eve ry major event in 'the life cycle of t~e individual be ­

ct...ne s.n o casiori fo r a family func tio:r. and provided. o.n elec.ent 

in 'the soc ial life of t.."1.e tines . When a soi: wa s born , the 

~ather woula celebra ~e a;, the perfornance of various .izuot 

(20: 8 ) . Circumcision was an occa ion de:i!e.ndi ng a feast to 

which t !1e poor were .:o be invi teJ. (67: f) , a.c~d m "!ich was a 

reat mizwah to c.ake (10 : 1 - 11; 7~: 4-16) . One shou l u no L be 

concerned. with th e fact tha 't ir.vi ting t:1e poor to one 1 s feast 

n ::.11 cost :::. 1:: t -;_e :uore, nor sbo &ii. ..... o .. e be i::.n o:;-a - c• t~e 

oor .. a._-r1 ·.1 .o co ... es to t he f east (lu : l3- 14 ) . Or.. -che niCh't be ­

.!.Ore t .. e c_rcu::icis-on , "C!:.e f riends a .:d r ... : t... 'tives of t..:e _ ... a ther 

v:o ,_d. observe a 11\7a t c!: ni{;h t 11 d: •• ri11f; rmic:"! they no ld study 

t ne ·.fora!'! all nif;ht . Accor:l.inc to ::~stical t;hou.:.,.1 t , this was 

to -.iar d t:::e c!:li l d a_-r1d t .. e ::iother a -E.:'..ns t - a nseroas s;~r1 t s 

(73 : l v- l l) . I~ connecti or.. r.ith circu.;c ~ sion, it is interestin: 

'to :;o"Ce .:: is ci\st:: w. : c:i '78.S prac t::. seJ . At: 2. circumcision , 

o:r:e s. o ld have p r epared sc._e sort f a vesse~ in \', :iich t o ca st 

t .e :""_,re s.:in , w ich a c -c :..v i ty is c ~ nsidered [. S if o .. e ·-;ad offered 

a " ·.irr. t offe r:P.g ( 73 : 15) . 

I-c \i !::. S a n ooli-a-cion ·:uo:: -c -:.e p~ren ;s to prepare a feast 

o:: "C1.~ dD.:- that v .. e 1 s son oeca.r.:ie bar ...li.Z'7ah (10 : 1-2) : " On 
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;· is da y he receives ~ hol y sou l taken fro~ under the throne 
ca.•:a-10) 

of glory." A Betro t hal and. :narria5e a r c the major occasions 

for fea s ts (10:1- 11) . 

E. The IJorali ty of t h e Ho1ae 

There v1as a rig i a code of moral ity presc r i be d. f or Jevlish 

:-_o.ne life , due to the proble .. 1 of . :ul tiple ma.rria£es prevalent 

L . those day s . It \7as t Le duty of t~e . ...en n o t only t o provi d e 

f or h~LS v1ife and chi .1..uren {24 : l =r ), but a l so to conc e rn h imself 

\' _ th ma tte:·s of t .. e home (30: 9) . The a i.: t 'bor s tates t :b...at so.;ie 

i.1en '· en ry them:..elves i r: o:-der t he. t t h ey ms.ke a f e\·1 gui l uen, 

onl · to die a na provide a :Ketuba for hi s '1ife to remarry , 

a J",d l e t his c h i l dren g o a r onnd 5.n rac s, \.hi le the y via tch t h eir 

!!Other revel \-; i t h unothe r na~ ( 7 : 5 - 9) . The f c. t h e1' had a def-

:ni te obli r a tion to r eurove h::. s son and t h e s on m.'.s r e q·.iired 

to fulfi ll t he word o!' h::.s f a ther (80 : 11 ) . 

Cleanl _n e s .'.:3 i n t he n ome r:as _ si. !> t od upon ~s a r eli&ious 

func tion. "I!ll..tled ia ""C el7- upo?! c.ris l nc , on e sh o·:l d wa sh h L1se l.f 

a:-.d no t co fou r cubi t s um1a sh e d 11 (d5 : 2) . Some ol.' t.."rie na jor 

a c cs of cleanliness tl!D..; individua l !: bad to obser ve v1e r e to 

\1as h t!.1eir hands : after l eavi1.i£ the toi l e t , after leavinG 

a p•olJ.c bath , a fi;er 'iavi:!G bloou. le t , a f ter iu.vi ng the i r 

nai i.s or t !'leir •ia ir cu t , a nd a fte t:~ey ha ... t ouch e d parts of 

t!'leir bodies t ha t c.re clo t~ecl, e . ~ . , t h e public rec ion s (11 : 13- 14) . 

The c l otr.es wor n bv a n i ? d ::..vidual rui - i.; o b e cle~-i , end .!!USt 

be f r ee rro-~ k ila·:;i:;1 e.r..d s~a tnez ( t>3 : 10 ) . 

The woman of t !le home h a d to d emean herse li' modestly --

even . . o re s o t..ri.a1 the . .10.n -- in 01~der t hn t '1e r· chil dren be 

::;>l'Ol')e: l y r .:a red ( 5o : ... -' ; 82 :1 ) . Eer clothes sr..01 1l d be decen t 
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and s h e sho ·ld be c onsiderate of t h e means of h er husband 

(82: 1) . VI omen should. rec ite the She ma before g o i n £ to bed 

(68 : 9 ) , since it helps to prevent one f r om t h inki n g a bout 

!'llen, anu. they should not have any evi l thou rhts at t .r.e time 

of : oins t o b ed (68: 9) . The s ame conditi on s a lso applied 

f or the men . It is a g r eat p reventive of p oll ution (68: 9 ). 

The matter of .:av ing i r tercou r se with on e ' s uife was 

also ver:: ca.r e.ful l v regul a ted . Hav1n€ intercourse once a 

y1eek, on Friday n ights , was the approved n or_: (1 7 : 7 ) . '.Lhe!'e 

\7~S a limitati on , ;10'\'1ever , ~ t one shoul keep a\1e.y f rorJ ~-i s 

n i i'e nhile she was mens truatinG (6d : 3 ) . This \W.s taken literally 

to !:.ean !1.0t eatin , J.rinki1~e; toc ether , or even lookin r at ner 

(17 : 2- 3) . One shoul d. h ave int;ercourse at nif.ht -... : en ever:rone 

else wa s asleep ( 1 7 : 6 ) . Intercm.:.r se >:e.s s. r e lit;;:i.o·.ls e.c t ,·;hich 

req · ired one to sa 2.c -ci!';- himself rirs t ( 1 7 : 6- 9; 67 : 2 ) . The 

very act or intercou rse wi t r: o .1e ' s wife sh ou ld be ca rri ed out 

ncdestl; (17 : 4 - 6) , and, a bove a l l , h e s n ou l C.:. not have inter ­

c .:· ·r s e with h e r w!:.i le a lit:..ht \1as bt1r ni:i£ . r in ij2J.e libht of 

t .e . oo::i • .L"he result of d isrega r ding t h is wuulci be -chat Le 

\70-.11cte.ve epilep tic ch ildren (17 : ._. ) . One . .:ust l!ot :ia ·:e a 

drear:1 about t ne \7 ii'e of a..'10 t he r .:an , a nd t hen i 1":1e d.ia t ely 

:·c.ve ::.1: terc our se witi1 ! is orr. . r1ife . The ch i ldren of t r is union 

also be ep:.lep tic (17 : 5) . 1.or shoi;.la one h ave i r. tercourse 

hi s own wife a n. t~ i nl: e.b~xt another \70man at t!1e s t.ne 

ti..ie ( l 'l : ~) . Jne sho· L . never !1av e 5.!! terc on r s e b ..: _·ore any 

t !iin:· , and e s9ecia.lly before ~)eople (ll : b) . 'i'rre a L;. thor 

sto:-;· of rte.ba ,-.·he drove a\. E..Y evei. f lies (1'7 : 6); nor 

cn ild l i e in ~he sa ie bed at t;h.2. t ti.Je (1 7 : 5) . 
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One shoul_ never l ook upon s t ranre women and should not 

go a - whoring (69 : 10) , but shoul d !lave in~ercourse with hi s 

wife . A band or destroying s pirits cli::,£ to those \:-h o a re 

g~ili;y of ha rlotry (24 :6 ). T~e r es · l t of ~boring is t~e break­

·:p of t he family (6 9 : 9 }. Incenstuous r e lat:i.or. sn i ps are a 

s :rio:ls _atter (22 : 6- 7 , 12- 13), a nd the most seriu· .... s t ran s -

s ression of all is committin~ a dul t e ry 2 : 7 ) . Such a n indi-

vidual , Oabbalis ~ic l o r e ~ells u s , w:'..11 suf~er ~:ans::ll -ration 

:'..n~o a dog B.!ld excom!:lW'.:~cation b· tb.e I'-eave r!.ly Ee~ Din (34 : 11- 21 ) . 

:.=ode rs. ti or. i n eat i nG a."1<i C.ri::ki~ :n -c;:~o!'.J.e ·: as con -

sidered a g r e a t virt.ue (87: 5 ) . 

I II 
Philanthropy 

A. The ~ eed ~or Philanthropy 

Ee caus ~ of tne wide - spread p1"evale:. ce of :1ov e rt:-;- , o - e 

:tad "t;O accii.s to · bi LS elf s.nd hi s hous ehold ~o - 1ve f ood to 

t ":e poor ( 6 7: 1) , a :id to ci ve c :la r i ty ( 2~ : l~) . Cr p:-.ans s~otld 

te adopted e.nd re~re1 prcperl~ (72 :10 ; o0 : 9- l u) . 3ecause of 

·u..~:.e tt le C:. cc:::-.d i t:'.. ons , there ••ere a · r s a t nunber o= ~rave _lers 

a :- • :>e .fu5ees r.ho .had ~o b e house_ and fed ~:: ;>ri·;a. te :iones 

(2E : 6- S; 9: 13- 14 ; 52 : o ; 64: 2- 3, 16 ) . !:aidanover c ompla.:'..ns 

;:-.-.at t h e s .:el t er:1:g of t ravellers had beco:::e a ::..::.c;ntb- es-

t e .;ned :oizwa~: in bis ~y (14: .:- ) . Stud ents of t :_e 'i'oreh sho"ld 

·:~ ~:'i:ored (72 :10) , a~d one ::rus t i:e l ; a :naster of t }1e ':cr-ah 

.;·;e :..e.fo:.··e his or::i r ele.ti-:es l2~ : lf-15) . One I:IUSt :--rovide 

:c~ ~~ e ~~s Ter.ar. ce o~ sc~olars (5f : 12- 13 ; 24 : 1~ ) c ecau se tcey 

di d not er_gar:e i n ·::ork c.r:_ e.d n :i bus::.nesses li:Le t !'e r est of 

r~e ~eoJle (54 : 12- 13) . ~e cauue of t h e unsanite.r:- c or.d_t: ons 

o:' t :!:e cities \?he re tl:e J ey;s lived du r :ng t ... is peri od, p lagues 



y:ere qu ite f r equent (59: 9 ), and it is probable that this 

crea ted a s ariou s ne ed f or phi~anthropic endeavor. 

B. The Rights of Pover ty 

The poor we re e ntitled to certain consideration on the 

part of charity donors a nd the co.:muni ty a t l arge . They 

n.eri ted sympathetic t r eatment ( 9 : 6 , 12) , and kindly dea lings 

(24:13) . They s h ou l d be g iven the ir c!iari ty in such a 

::w.:_'le r '&hat would not put them to shame (9:13) . It should be 

c i ven to then in private and if g iven publ :i..cly , it should 

be pres ented with words th.at set t heir hear ts at ease . The 

poor man has the r i ght to expect charity from the rich (18:11 ) . 

l!ot on ly has he the right to a ppeal for chc.ri ty , but it is 

a lso t h e d .1ty of t nose better situat ed to watch over the wel­

fa r e of the poor (91: 1) . The p oor ~an bD.s t he r i gh t to ex­

pect an i nvi tation t oe. f east celebr atiq; a happy oc ca sion 

(10 : 2- 11 , 13- 14 ; 07 : 4) . ScholE.rs ,.,h o h ave no t .:.;:ie to bu sy 

t .. emselve s wi th e a r niri-e a. 11vin6, ca n exp e c t t o have sustenance 

prov ided for t hem (54: 12- 13 ). 

c. Collect~on and Distri~~tion of Charity 

In t he coill!!IUlla l organize. t ons , t n ere "rte re i ncluded a 

number of c nari ty col lec t ors , who also distribu ted. t h e funds 

(7: 29 ; 91 : 1) . T. e author ci t es t he f act t be t in Poland one 

cr....:...r~ ty co_lect or was a ppointed for duty during one s pecif ic 

:non tn. This a _: a ::.cemen t worke ..... e. :.a r d sh ip up on the poor at 

t he t i .e of l:isan and Tishri at which time , because of the 

:.i.ol i O.e.y s , t he Leeds of ~!:e :loor were verr gr eat . Thus , the 

che.ri ty collec t ors of' the s e two ::icn t !:s w ~ re s\-:e.mpe d with de -
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ma.nds , and Kaidanover maintains tha t they shoul d all help the 

poor, no matter what month was invol ved (91:1). Charity wa s 

distributed t o t he poor c.ccor dingto t he pr inci ple cf need. 

The dis t ribu t i on ot· cb.ar i ty in t erms of money wa s i'rowned upon; 

i t was t he duty of the charity collector to convert h i s funds 

i n to f lour a nd meat for dis tribution (91:1 ) . In h i s purchases, 

he must buy the best quality of \.heat for the poor (91:1). 

The dis t ribu tion of charity shoul d be given so as not to em­

barrass the poor (48 : 6). 

The char ity funds were col lected accor ding to t he means 

of t he individual (67 : 1- 3;36:11} . Evidently t here were t hose 

who sought to gi ve a s l i t tle e s possible , and conse cuently 

one must assume that t here was an elaborate check-u p to i n­

sure toe equitable dono.~ion of chari ty f'unds . 

In a ddition to the com..:unal organizat-on of charity , 

dew.ands f or charitable a c t i vity r1ere ms.de upon ea.ch individual. 

One mus t provide room a nd board for t r aTeller s in one 's home 

(26: 6- 9 ; 9: 14 ; 64 : 1- 3 , 16 ; 52: 8; 9 : 13) . One who bad no chil­

dren of h is own was u r ged to adopt an orphan and rear h im in 

the ·ood path (72 : 10; 80: 9- 10 ). In addition to regula r taxes 

for the CO!ll!!runal charity funds , o. e should pr ov i de food f or 

the poor (9 : 10; 10: 14) and allow poor !"'olks to stay in bis 

ho.ne (18 : 12- 14) . A• a in , the cha r i t-y shou l d be t. i ven in sec­

r e t so t ha t the poor man Y1il l not be asr..amec.l (48 : 6 ). 

At specific times dur ing ~ e year, it was a reliGious 

o ~li:ation to give charity . Durinr t ne oonth of lfisan at 

Passover ti.ne , one 11ius t gi ve chari ty a c cordi ng to the fil el!Sure 

of cood. ,.1.1ich God 11.8. d provided for h im dur int, the pr eviou s 
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year . Particularly is thi s urged for the chiefs and leaders 

of the community since the needs of the poor on a great holi­

day like Passover are increased {91:1). One who rejoiced 

on any holiday should give a portion to the poor (87 : 2- 3 ). In 

the 1.onth of Tishri V1hen one g oes to the ceme tery , one should 

proutde charity in order that t he souls of the departed may 

find peace (88: 2- 3) . The cel :bra~ion of Purim, too, demands 

the ·ivill8 of charity {99: 7 ). Vlhen one has broke:i his fast , 

he should previously have sent some of t .. e food on wh i ch he 

vms to break that fast to a. poor man . Othenrise , his fast is 

unacceptable (49: 4- 5) . In fact, whenever the Jew celebr ated 

a Yom Tob , he sho·1l d see to it that he _ickeU. out a fine gift 

for the poor (87:1 ) . One shoul d always invite at least one 

poor man and pr efera bl y more to every feast connnemorating a 

b.a.ppy occasion (10: 2- 11, 13-14; 87: 4) . 

One who has the means sho~tlci harbor students of t he Torah 

i n his hous e {72 : 10) and hel p all scholar s in 5eneral (54:12-13; 

2~ : 14; 30: 4- 5) . Kaidanover cla i...is the.t the wealthy of his day 

were tlilty of no t ha vin& fulfilled this oblif ation (24: 14- 15 ) . 

It was exceedi ngl 'r praiseworthy to susta in scholars in secret 

{54:1G) , and to provide them with ~ifts of honor (54:13 ) . One 

shoul d also support teachers who night provide edu cation for 

~oor childre~ (30 : 4- 5) . 

·.1.'here was an aclui tion~l obli 1~a ,; ion upon every individual, 

not only to 6i ve en.a ri ty in the many for:ns enumer ated here, 

but to we.tch over the poor a nd to anticipate t heir needs (9: 8-10; 

91: 1) . 
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D. The Universality of Benevolence 

There is no question but that charity was a universally 

accepted practise. Certainly it was encouraged by religious 

leaders of the times : one of t h e three things that a person 

was obligated to do every day was to g ive charity (67: 3 ). A 

bar mizwah boy was instructed that his entering man' s estate 

requ i red th.at he busy h i !:!Self w1 th charity (21 : 11) . The 

\7hole organization of communal life seemed , as we ha 11 e seen, 

to lay great str ess upon t he necessity for philanthrop ic en­

de avor, and r e l igion a dded i t s impe~ys to the movement, since 

it \1as ...:ainta ined that charity averts an evil decree (9: 8 - 9) . 

E. The L!ora lity of Philanthropic Endeavor 

The i ndividual is f ree to do c harity (25:7) and he sh ould 

~1ve daily according to his means (67 : 1-3), and no t complain 

as stint,y people a re wont to do who , even t h out;b t h ey have the 

means , weep before their fe llo\·1 - me ".l as i f t.liey h ave no bread. 

'!'heir :in t ention i s obviously to k eep poor people away from 

the i r homes (18 : 11) . 

There are four types of charity givers . Fir st , t he mi­

ser s whom th\3 au t bor considers sick persons (24 :18 ; 25 : 8 ; 30: 

1- 2 ) ; secondly , those who do n ot want to f i\e charit-· , but 

r ive a little in order to salve thel r c onsc i ences (30 :2-3); 

thirdl y , r•ich folks \7h o do n o t r ive as much charity as they 

shou ld because t hey are a 1 :. tle greed.y '7hile they a re alive , 

but when they a re on their sicko:bdd , maKe a will which will 

pr ov ide t h e f un ..i.s fo r t he b ..... ilding of a synagof;Ue o r a house 

of st..!dy or for t he u k eep of ,jcholars . These are the inter-
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media t e group -- for they are neither good nor bad (30:3-4). 

Kaidanover maintains that it i s far more des i r a ble tri.at one 

shoulu give charity while he is ali ve r ather than leave it 

in :i1s wi l l to have it distri buted after his death. nFor who 

lmows whether b is will will be respected or not (30 :6-7, 10) . 

Fourthly , t he man wno gi ves cbari ty during his life commen­

su r ate with ilis v1ealth is the highe s t type (30 : 4- 5). One, 

however, should not be too generous (24 :18 ) . One sho:.tld en­

courage those uuo want to give charity and influence everyone 

to be benevolent (43 : 22, 25 ). 

Charity is a definite r eligious obligation and a part 

of religious : torali ty . One inherits t he norld to come and 

other revrnrds by g iving churity (36:22 ; 37 :6; 80 : 9-10 ). One 

who does not Give ch~ri ty is compar able to an idola t or 

(88:6). 

Lut philant~ropic endeavor rau.st always be carried ou t 

with t ::ie h if;!lest of motives . Thus , one who rears an orphan 

must not do so in order that t he child Slloul d serve h i m 

(d0: 9-1C), and one who take s in travellers must grant them 

f ood a nd lo-...ci :•g willir.gl y and hap , ily (9:14; 52: 8 ; 64 : 2; 

26 : 6- 9 ; 9 : 13). As a mat~er of fact, if he can..~ot provide 

t~em nith food willinc ly a~id happil y , it is better that he 

not i nvite any wayfarer s at all (26: 6- 9) . Sil.!lilarly, one 

r:rus t not begrudge the f ooa which he 5ive~o t he poor (10:14), 

nor resent t heir pre sence i n his hone (18 : 12- 14), nor become 

a 11 troubl er 11 of s cholars whom. he su pports , n1:icb vice , l{aida­

r.over attr ibutes principally among the big charity givers (7:19) . 

It is incumbent upon ev .:? !'7:-one t o have rnercy upon poor 
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people (40:6; 43 : 8 ) and to lis t en to the needy and a bove all 

to f eed the hungry man (24 :14 ). It is the desideratum that 

s ch ol a 1·s sh ould be sustained in secret (54:12) and that cha­

rity be given to the poor in such a manner as not to shame 

t hem (9:13; 48:6). Charity to s cholars s lx>uld be presented 

i n a n honor able manner and not out of contempt (54:13 ). One 

is also obligated to see to it that he gives hi s charity to 

uorthy people (30:10 ). 

Ther e is an obliga tion also on t he part of the r e cipient 

that he should not take chb.rity i .f he does not need i t, nor 

depr i ve on e who ha s too little to ea t by eating a t h is h ouse 

(43:11) . One shou l d make eve ry effort to earn his own sus­

t enance , a nd to accept charity onl y as a las t resort (85:6-9 ). 

IV 
SOCIAL LIFE 

A. The Centr a l Role of t he Syna gogue 

Evid entl y , the synago0-ue pl ay ed an i m) ortant r ole i n the 

s ocial lif e of t h e J ewi sh community . Goin CT to t he syn acogue 

rras a n i ncentive t o pu rchase new clo the s , a nd p:::. r ticulurly f or 

t .1e holidays a nd the Sabbath (4 6 : 2 - 3 ; 63: 11) . \7h1le a t t ending 

services , peopl e obvious l y goss i pped , l au g 1e d , and f r olicked, 

for ;-.ai.danover compla ins b i tterly of t ho se w:i o g os s i p and talk 

a t o t orciinary ma t t e rs , wno lau gh , and a r e f r i volou s in t h e 

2 :13 ; 41:10 ; 50 : 3 ). " I have seen a great 

st" ...... ~bl i::-.t; in ;:JJ.:,..ny coun t r i e z , 11 1\.ai dnnover r.r i t es , " t hat pe op le 

co .. ie .:.n t o the sy na t;ogue on f a s t day s , and n ot only do t hey 

not rec i ·ce a ny lamenta tio.1s wi th weepin c; a nd a bi tter voice , 
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but t hey laugh and rejoi ce as if it is Simhat Torah" (94: 4) . 

On the various hol idays Jews from t he ou tlying vill ages 

would come to the synagogue of the t own and one can imagine 

that this reunion prompted a great d eal of social a ctivity 

(97 : 3- 4) . Th ose t1ho l i ved in the vill a g es far distant f r om 

one a no ther would come tocether for a minyan on Sha~bat , but 

instead of concerning themselves with the servi ces, K.aidanover 

tells us that they busie d themselves with all s orts o:f foolish­

ness . Particu larly wou ld they gossip a i:ou t bus iness, :ibout 

t:ie pUl~ch.asing of hor ses and cows for small a..1'.!lounts of money . 

"It v;ould b e better," says Kaidanover, 11 if they would have 

sat home and slep t than to bave c ome to the minyan and gossipped 

abou t secula r matt ers 11 (75 : 1- 3) . Another s ocial pa stime seems 

~~ ha v e consisted of e r oups of villa5ers going f rom villa6e 

to -\Til l age on t h e Sabbat h t o a t1.. .. md various .l i!lyanim (75 : 1 - 3) . 

~tudy in t::ie syna OQ.le was one o:f t h e :ns. "'o r soc :.al activities , 

and 0 r oups woul.. .. ge t t ot e1ther to learn and to discuss (49: 8 ; 

53: 5) . 

B. Secular Amusements 

Ther e tru.st have been a great many p rivate parties in 

:'.)0 ..i,;>le ' s homes _n w _ic!:l drinki n g and ai.ibline took place 

(2f : 9 ) . Drinkint; see1:1s to bLve been a ma jor s o cial pastime , 

and ee r and str o!1£S drink were t.1e pop 1lar beverages (9:3; 

61: 3 ; 90: 2 ; 75 : 1 - 3) . Al one with drinki nG , ea t in[ assumed 

..;re .... t iu,portance in the social lif e of the coo..n.mity (61: 3 ; 

50: 2) . Card playi n t; ,-,as the mo s t c om!.'.lo:n form of c;ambli!ig, 

a.:cl it .:.iad its devotees . Kaidanover compl ains against those 

11ho 9 lay cards by t h e lit::;ht of the shamash candle on Hanukah 

(96 : 9 ) . 
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The inn seems to have been another center of social life. 

·r~ere , people \·1ould ga t her to eu t and drink, and sometimes 

became q~ite drunk (75:1-3; 52: 4) . 

Finally , the ma.rke t place \·1as a cen ter of c onversation, 

of .sos sip , and people would gather t here t o dis cuss everything, 

1·:cluding t h e uhys and \7herefors of the la test trial (43:5 ) . 

c. The Home 

As has alrea~y be e n pointed out , the hofile served a social 

function through t he ~edi.l .. 1 of the variou s f easts w i ch the 

fami l y celebr ated , and to w.nich relatives a nd ou tsider s wore 

:'..:wited . Circtuncis i o:r1s , bar mizuahs , betrothals , marriag es , 

-- all prompte ' t ee prepar ation of e. Gre~t f oe.s t (10: 1- 2; 

21: 8- 10) . Observance of r eligiou s h olida ·-s , t oo , often trans­

~:orme·..l t h e '1o::ie i n t o a social instrumentality , a :_d notably on 

Pu1~iJ and Passover (99 : 7 ). 

D. Morality in Socia l Life 

Social l ife V1as defi ite l y inhi bited by the number of 

reli 3i ou s r e s l.:r i ctio:-is pl aced upon man ' s l ife in thi s \·1orld 

by the mystical thought of that day . The f irs t p roh ibition 

'liS.s tha't 0 _1e sho'..llc.t no t l aut;h too hea rtily (93 : 1 , S ) , one should 

re .iolce only w.nen he i s perfo rm_ng a mizr1ah , and e ven this 

laus h t er shou.ld not be overdon e (9;, : 4 ) . ::e rrymakers are assoc­

i a. t e ._ r: i th scorners ( 43 : 12) . 

A r urther ueterrent to a c tive social 11 e \"ia s t e pr o-

:~.:. i ti on ,_a inst man • s lookL'1g u pon c..n:y other woman but his 

n:..fe (2: 2- 3 ; 43 : 12) . The reason f'or t his is th:.. i; one \7ho l ooks 

unon st!'a nGe m.>..ien may ..,u f 1·er a polluti o!1. at nic;!1t (2: 4 ; 17:4 ). 
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?ar worse than t h is , h owever, is t he individual who consorts 

r1i t."1 prostitutes (14 : 8 ; 24:10; 69:10). One r1h o goes a - whoring 

r1i ll suffer a transmigration i nto an unclean animal (40: 6) , 

ancl d estroyinc; S 'ii rits will cling to hi..n ( 24 : 6 ; 69: 9 ) . 

Li-11 ta tions \'lere eve:1 place d upon speaking . One s h ou ld 

not speak a lo t (3 :5, 11; 12: 8 ), and certainly not speak 

idl y or churlishly ( 3 : 7 ). Th e only associ etion s that t he 

111..Lividual sh oul- h ave should be with God- fearing p eople, 

an d '1e should keep away f r om all gather ings of persona o:f 

doubtful reputation (6: 10 ). As a natter of fact, the hichest 

ideal is to _.eep a\1ay f r o ·:l the 11f'oll"'T of t h i s worla " (37:16). 

Eating sh ou l d be d one in mo._eration (61 : 3 - 4 ; 75 :1-3 ; 90: 2 ) , 

and r inlcin shoul d be definitel-· limited (13: 7 ; 61 : 3) ; one 

ce :·tainl y should not e;et dr-.mk ( '15 : 1 - 3 ; 90 : 2 ) . 

v 
llorali ty in the 3oci2. l :Ulieu 

A. Re l a .. ions \71 th One ' s Fellow- !Jan 

The individual in r ola t ion to :lis f'ellow man s hould b e 

humble ( 7 :15 ; 20: 1 2 ) . Even if h e i s a c r eat scholar, or bas 

a hi~h position in the community , this r ul e neve r theless 

e.p!Jlies (65 : 7 ). : or s : ou l d one b e r.iiserly (30 : 9) . It is 

inportant , t oo, t ha-c on e r e turn t h.ro-..igh p blic announcenent 

t he a rti cle which }' is ~ellow-:nan has l ost (40: 5 ; 4 4 : 4 ). He 

nus t also b e hel9ful ro !1is f ellow t o t he e::te:1t "t;,1a t if h e 

can aid hlw in sav ~c money , h e nrust do so (44 : 4) . 

Settling quar r e l s i s ano t_11.er posi "t; i ve .;p e e t of t.."1e re-

la t ions bemeen me P . If someone v:r on( s .-ou , yo·,: sh ould ma[;nan i -
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mously and i mmediate ly f org ive h im (55 : 2 ). You r enenzy- should 

be more important to you than '!IIB.Ily friends (7: 25) . The g eneral 

rule is that the younger man should s ae k the forgi eness of 

the elder and be im:nedi ate ly forg iven (15:7- 9) . 

One should c erta.inly no t put h is f'ellow - man to shame 

(42: 6 ; 53 :11; 66: 5 - 9 ). Should. ne even t inJ! -chat he \'lill 

!>Ut so::;eone t o shame by asking him _a question, h e s n ould not 

ask it (53 : 8-11 ). One snould no t seek t o gain honor or p r e s­

tige at the ~f.pense of his fel low- ;nan (44 : ~-10 ) and one s h ou ld 

be especially considerate of his fellow-man' s honor (l.S:7) . 

The individual should be pleasant in his speech ( 35 : 22) , nor 

shoul~ he say ugl y thillf;S aGa inst him for no good reason 

(78: 2 ). Above all, one should Cvnsid e r each xr.an im1ocent 

until otherwis e s hown (35:15 ; 43 :7) . When speak·ns w:. th his 

f ellov1- man , he 3hou ld not so.y n ice th :'.-n r s wi th h i s mouth and 

~ean somethinc el se in his heart (5 :16 , 1 9 ) . One shoul d be sure 

to creet hi s f ellow- man and. to rett'.rn his gr ·etinB (2 :13 ; 

3~ : 3) . but one shou l d sb m·1 no favor to a wic ked .JB.n (62:1 ) ; 

one should keep ar1ay fro.: scorne:·s (2 : 11; 3 : 1) , fro1.i people 

who s ·dr u p quarrels ( 6 : 10) , and n ot sit near a wic ked man 

(o : 9 ) , but shou l.d see .-. t o i..e \7 1 th r ibbt uous people (11:20) . 

Jne shoub ne ·.r e r curse anyo . . e no:• ... r oub le h is f ello\1 f or no­

thin~ (7 : 231 25 , 30) . 

One snould take it upon h i .self to repoove his fellow­

::ian \'!henover :1e has s ee!-: h ::i co:n it a transgression (20 : 6 ; 

101 : 1-~ ; 62 :1-3) . In order , however, th~ t h e not shame h im, 

· .e should r eiJuke i!l tue f irs t -: ime in pri vate , but if un­

::iuccessful , h e :JJJa.y the _1 d o it i!l public ( 62 : 1 - 3 ) . I f h e sees 
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that: his .fellow will not acc:ep~ cls r epr oof at a l J., h e should 

t2lan t e quiet (62: 4) . 

In g eneral , one should " l ove his fellow like h imself' ,• 

u~ cn is the e: r e e. t e st general r u.le c ont.::.ine d in the Tore..h f or 

soci a l r elationship (5 :1 ) . 

In r e tard to ~riendshlp, one shou1d take as his friend 

c:.:: i ?:dividual who d oes c ot c ovet his :noney , w.:.o h aLs noth~ng 

tc d.o wit!: theft o r r obbe ry , and v;ho c!':..rrias on hl.s busbess 

honestl y (52 : 6} • 

.;:, . ~es9ec t for Old __ 0 e , Schol ars , a nd the F.abbi 

As r.e have alree.d~ s ee:i , :..n sett_i;~~ any d :.s :r.li:es , i t 

:..s ~:~e iuty of i;!:e :-oun[ er ::l&:: i:;o seek t :ie ::'or _ ivemess of t he 

e:~er (15 : 7 - 9 ) . A y ou."1e- e r nan should no t. sp e :!:.: i7ords o f the 

:'o:' e.:-_ before e.:: older ..JS.:: <:5 : 14 ) . 

One :.ru.s t alwe.:-s ~onor scnol a rs (54 : 12- 1 6 ; ~ :: 1-21 ; 65 : 6; 

~3 : 13 ) , and a s cholar ::mst never b e p~t to sh2-~e {55 : 2; 65: 4 - 5 ; 

5f: 6 , 1 3 ; €6 : 16- 17 ; 7 : 1 7 ) . ~id.anover t e ::..ls u s that Sl.:Ch wick ed. 

;e:;>:.e 't7.::c sx::ie schol a rs wil l s·..:Sfer g;r eatly :.n t.!!e -.ror l d. t o 

co=e . A ?erso~ s~o~ld love s t~dents of the ~crab d3 : ll ) . 

sc._c:.e.:-s a:Jd rr o a::re a~c·..:. st.:>.:ied to shame ther.: . :t~ o=:ie s:..ns 

e. ;~_nsii a sc3olar, he s!:loul_ :.. ::ie:iia;::e 2.--; ar: s.::ge to set thin.SS 

,.. _,.t _ ... "' -
c._ - L-· w (55 : 2 ; 65 : f - 5) . As s. :::narl: cf r espe c t f o r s chol a rs , 

'i'icrt:.; pe onle s m:[!l 'C to oarry off the i r :is.-..ir;::te r s to s tu.dents 

~~~oh {~5 • 4 • d~ • 7 ) __ _ i;;;,,..;._ \,) • - , -V • • Or.e shoul:.. likt.wis e s €ie:.: tc. sus -

~s.ii: schol::.rs (54 : 1 ;:;) , and one s !"_ou :.. a. jo"'r- _~::_.""'1Se lf with s ch o-

-~rs ( 20~2 ), a.~a lis~e~ to ~heir ~or4s of ~i-do~ or ~~e wis-

~o= co~~ ..g. even f r oj a. child (2v : 9- l l ; 5 3 : 8 ; 6: 2; 54 : 6 ; 58 : 3 - 7 ; 

72: ~- 6J . 
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One s hou l d respec t and love his Rabbi mor e than h i s own 

fe"C~er (15 : 7 , 10- 11; 54:6; 65:6 ) . Be should not sit before 

~i~ unt;il 'Che Rabb~ bids him to be see"Cea , nor s hould he sit 

i:i "C:1e r~abbi 's seat . He shoul..:i wa lk on t he left hand side of 

~~e . a bbi i n order t;o d e his bi - d ing , a nd s h ou ld alvay s carry 

~ood tid i n[s about; "Che ~abbi (54: 6 ) . He should be v er-J care-

f'ul ato·t ~is ho~or an~ _:us t pr ay for t J.le Rabbi ' s loil.6 l ife 

( 65: o) . One mus t not pray beh i nd the Rabbi as this would 

be disre.,pectful (100 : 3) . As a !J.8.r k 01· respect , many congre­

~s.tions i :!! Polan d v ould r i s e before their l ·a bbi . 

On t h e othe r ..,an d , a person t.!x> i s highl y t hou .... ht of such 

as t;~e scholzr end the Rabbi ?!IUSt give due respect to eve-ry 

perso~ (6~: 16-17) . 

c. Re l ationsh ips ~etween Ri ch and Poor 

The leaders of t h e co::=iunity -- u sually t h e r i dh 

(65 : 3) must be ~e~c~:"ul towar~ t:ie poor (9 : 6 ; 2~ : 13) . One 

~s classed as a hot- te~pered ~er~on if e doe s not 1'1'1.v e ) ity 

.... pon t !!e poor (43 : d ) . \,!te n one .:;ives c .. ~ri ty to tne poor , one 

s!iou_G. be sur e 'Chat !16 does not p;,: t; h i . - t o sha..:e 9 :13; 4 d : 6 ) . 

::S.idanover po .. "l'lts out \;!la -.: t !':e bi :; c.:c.. r _ty donors ha. ,, e be co.:ie 

accusto~ed to vex and ar_noy the poor ~aL.:iae ::ahani.m 7 : 1 9) . 

\"ihen the rich .nan hol d s h is .l east , n e shoul d b e c:;r~cio-:..:s to 

t!'le poor a :;.d n o t r egard t J1e la"Cte r as a bur den (10 : 12- 13) . 

One o:f the sree. test manifest.a ti~ s of 'C: e disparity of 

the ?OSi tions of t h e ri ch and t h e Joor is t :le fact the. t t h e 

U!)per classes were acc:.ts to:ned to be . .t..ufh ty (40 : 6) . ::S.idanover 

s~tes : "Th.is is a s:n becau se see:: ::iany 

people stu:!.t l e: a midd..le cl a s p erson - r ee .,3 a r ic· person , 
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a nd t .. e l atter turns his f ace away . Especially does t his 

occur i n the case of a poor man; the rich man does not even 

l ook upon hi~ , and he t ries t o make it a pp ee.r a s i f his eye s 

hc.d not seen h i Jll, nor h is ears heard h im. '!hereby the poor 

man is shamed" (84 : 1 - 3) . One , t herefore , sh ou ld b e sure to 

greet t h e poor .=.~irs t , and certa. _r.l y res:>ond to his greet in[ 

( d~ : 4) . 'lb e r i ch ::an sho·.ll a no t be proud be cause of h is 

r iches , and t "1e r e by de s p i s e t he h onor of people ( 7 : 3 - 4 , 17 ; 9 ) . 

Ka i danover adds that af t e r ~~e rich man ' s death, h i s ch ildren 

.~y be l e ft to \1a t cb hungr i l y !lis wife ea. tine; wi th a no t h er 

man (17 : 9) . I f t h e r ich !llB.n does nol; re tu.r n t he gree ti~g of 

t i1e p oor :man , God will hea r the poor .an ' s cry (84: 3 ) . .u.a ida­

nover accu s es the weal thy of not sup•Jor tin _ the p oor (24 : 14 - l o ) . 

?he result vill be that t h e poor L'18.:: ·:;ill cry ou t to God that 

t he r i ch man d oes not ,·,ant to g ive h im a ny char i ty . God lis­

t ens t o !J.is prayer and makes the rich man poor ( 1 8 : 11) . 

Th e refore , the leader s of t h e c ommunity must a s s ume ~heir 

share of t h e burden of t h e taxes, so tha t condi t i on s do not 

become di_ .ficu l t for t he mi ddle and p oorer cla sses (9 : 5) . 

D. Socia l I:nmora l i ty 

A per son s h ould not troubl e any c r o t;·u.re of God i n v a in 

(60 : 8- 9 ) . Th is :... lso i :- cluae s ani.'lll l s , i Lse c ts , etc . (83 : 1 - 2) . 

One shoula not t hin:: or spo"'-.: bad \7or ds a rf:. i -.st ni s fe llou 

(55 :1 ) . ~uarreling sbo·1l ci be a :oide d L t a l l ti.:.ae~ , for it i s 

a 5reat si (15 : 1 - 2 , 7 ; 3 : ? ) . Soc ial inuorality consis ts of 

not _:.a · i ne c onsidered p eo l e i .:aw cent , seekinr r even t,e, i.1avi ng 

hate i~ one ' s hea rt (4~ : 9 ) , tro~t lemakinJ , s l ander , telling 
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lies (7 :14 ), being cruel, b ecom ng a ngry e a sily (77 : 4 - 5 ; 

49 : 4- 5 ; 66 : 10- 11 : 93: 3), being insolent, shameless (43:10 ) 1 

behaving churl ishly (61:5-6), being false . One ' s heart and 

mou th s ho ...ld speak ~he same thing (61 :6). One of the most 

seriou s violations o~ social ~orality is cursing (3:7; 43:10 ; 

66 : 12 ) . Kaida.nover points out that t h is vice was connnon 

(7 : 25- 27 , 30 ). When on e a ccu sto i s his mou th to curses , so 

l;ha t e ven in a s na.11 a r gumen t his tongue u tter s :nany p ro­

fanities , h e fall s\tn to the sin of hating (15 : 2 , 6 ), and a 

s mall ~rg...unent d evelops into a l arbe one (15 : 6) . Included 

in -che catec ory of one \'7ho cur ses is the Jew who s p eaks badl y 

abo~t another Jew (43: 14- 15) . 

Another seriou s quali t;-i, of soc i al inr-1ora l i ty is one t ha t 

i s ~roud (2U : 4- 5 ; 7 : 1 - 23 ; 35 : 22 ) . One shoula not be hau5hty 

be r ea .... o . of \'J isdo ~ (7 : 10 - 11) or because of 31s !:nowle d[ e 

and l earni ng ~ '7 : 12 ; 43: 16- 20) . Yet, the se have some justifi­

cation for their prid e , but Kai danover is incensed ~E;e.ins t 

t ·10 .::; e who a r e poor a nd tmor; no 'I·orah , hav e neither wi s dou nor 

l i ::ear e , all4 are , nev e r i.;heles s , proud . "V~\ should they be 

9r oud?" (84: 3 ) Kaidanove r claims that imp~iaence has r own 

a pace . (In b i s Preface to Tife re t Shemuel) One \'1J'l..o i s pr oud 

is c u:rn idered an idol - v:orshipper ( 65 : J ) , and vanity leads to 

t .1e de~ trnction of the body (1 : 3) , and b.ars·1 jud-;::ient (81:1) . 

One ~:.iould e , therefore , s. meek and l'r..~ble ner~on (20 : 11-12; 

3~ : 21; 66 : 2- 4) . but this hwni l i t y s h ou ld be t rue humili ty e.nd 

no t; f als e (65 : 9) . 

Greed is ~ seri ous offens e (2~ : 3 , 15) and leads to many 

evils : to false oat.:1s and fa lse 1..estimony (8 :1 .... ) . One r:ru.s t 
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be careful to s voi d these (56: 8- 9) , and f alse handclasps 

which are l ike a il oath (56: 6- 7) . 

One shouJd announce publ i cl y that which he has found 

(44 : 4) , and shoul d never seek t o gi ve fals~ CCl(lsel t o his 

fellow-men (43 :11) . He should i ns vead try to help him, and, 

particularl y in money matt ers (44 : 4) . Finally , it is con­

sidered socia l ly immoral for the individual not to prevent 

one f ro 11 doing an iniquitous act (43 : 11) and in not repr oving 

the wicked man {20 : 9 ) . 



-so--
CSAPTER TWO 

T:!lE ECONOMIC ASPECT OF JEWISH LIFE 

I 
Spher es of Economic Ac tivity 

Ka.idanover ment~ons v ery few occupations in wh ich J ews 

are engaged . He does , h owever , re.fer to merchants , travell-

ing sales men (28: 1- 4; 52: 4 ; 64:1-15) , i nn- keepers (28: 1- 4 ) , 

money - lend er s (44 : 1- 2) , and tailors (46f3 , 5- 7 ). The reference 

in 28 : 1- 4 to t h e iru1- keepers d oes not appear in Ka.ida.nove r 1s 

Judaeo- Ger man tran slati on, but is f ound o:ily in the l ater anon­

ymous Yiddish translati on. \ le . .JB.y assume f rom the fact that 

he c omplai . s t ba ~ Jews i n t llle smaller vill a g es a re fo rced t o 

send their meat to be baked in non- Jewish bakeries , in pre-

paration for the Sabbat h (75 : 4 - 6) , that the J ews i n t he l are;e r 

cor..au.nities must have had J ewish bakers . The fact that h e 

ref e rs t o the narket place where Jews were accustomed to con-

crer:ate (43 : 5 ) is a hint that many Je\ls wero proprietors of 

var ious stalls , and h a ndled produce and general merchandise. 

So!l1e J ews , i t appears , Vlorked for and traded \1ith t he lord 

of t~eir com..":tU.Il i ty (64 : 15) . 

II 
Economic Fae t ors in Jewish Life 

Since \'!c have seen that condit i ons in Poland had become 

w1soi tled b·- r eason of the Chmi elniclci. rebe llion , \"le know that 

t~10 \.t.r·s 8.-'1d t h e pogr oms must have ha.d ser ious e..:'fect upon the 

je\·1 ' s c t.pacity to earn o. living (ld : l l), and maae his economic 

lot a hard one (Ts cherikower , op . ci t ., IV , pp . 159- 160 ). In 

a s tory \7hich !\.8.idanover t ells, }1e rel ates o~· t h e dea th of a 

man ' s son i r. one of the na.ny wars which took -.1ace i n Pol and 
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betneen 1645- 1658 . Therefo:'e , t he .man had no .heirs to claim 

h is pr operty (69 : 8 ). Soldi ers , too . during the wa r periods • 

~o~ld make constant requisitions upon the Jewish storekeepers. 

Kaidanover u ri t e s : "A stingy man causes hi s oun deat h over 

a small matter such a s not giving something to sol d iers ."e.g ., 

tobacco . Tbis is s omething which hap9ened f r om t he a u thor ' s 

own expe r iences during the time that t here we.s a wa r (26 : 4 - 5) . 

The lot of travelle~s and t r avelling salesmen must he.ve in­

deed been a precLrious one . One seems to have ne ede d much 

soir:. tual encoure.-e ment to take a journey. " One VJ o goes on 

a j ourney must be very careful to recite the prayer for a 

jo· rney in one ' s home befor e l eaving" ( 24: 2 , 4 - 5) . A com.non 

~uoerstition existed th.a~ sno ld be have ~et someone carrying 

empty vessels , ~e sh o' ld not set out on the. ~ day ( 64 : 1 3 ) . 

Robber·s \1!10 uaylaiu. travellers and .... illed or beat them or 

neld them !'or re.n sorn seemed to be quite c o:::1non (7: 3 - 4; 1 1 : 19; 

18 : 5- 9 ; 26: 4 - 5) . 

All in all , the diffi cul cy wi t h which t h e Jew earred ~is 

l ivinc; s eems t o .w.ve been very grave ( 21 : 7 ). Kaidanover writes : 

11 I:.eca·.i.s e of t e .... res sure of ec.rni nr a l iv n r , r:e enter upon 

::an- )ro~ibi ted ventures wnic~ border u pon sr::.ncilint: and theft 

•••• It is d i ffi cult ... o suste.in one.self l:oday" (11 : 4) . lie 

also cow1lains that Jews ~re a f raid to J O to the synago ~ue 

for fea r 't:--e - will los e busine ss (27 : 21- 22) , a :ld tnat \7hen the 

i:,us iness did fc.11 off , the:~ r esorted to witchcraft in order t o 

or.inc it blic l: to normal (lJ. : 4) . "One slioulu give than:s to 

C:od fo r peace , quie t , and securit:- 11 (18 : 1 1 ). 
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III 
The Vl1de Extent of Poverty 

Because of the cany references to poor people, we can 

ass ..me the. t poverty was r ampant. He tr1es to co:nfort t h e 

poor . 18.n by t elling him that heaven loves him (7 : 16) . "The 

great majority of the Vlorld puts i t s t rust in money and upon 

rich people, because t h e poor have noth ine " (82 : 3- 4) . His 

de s c r iptions of t h e poor man make i t eviden t t ha t in s oi t e of 

tn e phila nthropic acti vities of t oe day su . f eri ng is quite 

com:non. "The poor man prays a s if in l!.gony , and the n eeds of 

his Y1ife an d chi ldren a re dep endent uoon h i m, bu t he bas 

nothin::; to g ive t hem. J.:e i s i n trouble and distre s , and 

:ii s ey~ s flov1 wi t h tears " (27:10) . 0:-dinar:- o eo"1le go about 

unclothed a nd barefoot , and because t i1ey are unable to pay 

t h e i r taxes , t h ey ha ve to f orf eit t he i r talles1m, shrouds , 

a nd bed-clothes wnich leaves them \'lith only the stra\7 for 

t heir beds v.nd c auses the . to cry with the comini:; of cold or 

r a i n (9 : 4 ) . The poor .na.~1 has a r oom wh ose roof is full of 

holes ; h e na.s no money t o purchase uood f or f el , and t r e ra in 

nours dotm u pon hi t l 9 : 11 ) . The 9oor man is unable to pur­

chase clothe s because n e }"!_a s no bread (9: 1 2 ) . lie bas no neans 

uner eby to _ rovide a decent marria£e for h i s cbil~ren (t:l2) . 

It see~s as if h e has little recourse in the court, and ! IUSt 

take !tis cho.nces wh en he makes a loan that his nledg e will 

!1o·i:. be u sed i n public (44 :1-2) . He i s treated to scorn by 

all o f t h ose wn o a r e a f raid to s peak thusl y before a rich 

man (44 :1-2) . Kaidanover h~uself ce r tainly seems to have 

been ,.,ell acquainted wi t n t he positi on of t he poor man, f or 



in his Intr oduc tion. he states at the ti.De of the printing 

of the first half •d~t•l!!!l!1mll21it'r of tne Kab ba- Ya.shar. "I have 

no money for the printing of the secona part ••• • I hope y ou 

will spa re the small amount of money with whi ch you can pur­

cb.ase this \7ork. " so tha. t I can print the second part. 

'IV 
Current Pract i ses in J ewish Ec onomic Life 

It was the prac tise for a father to train l" is son in 

i:usiness ma tters (67 : 1) • and we have mention of the fact 

that ba r mizwah boy s \lere already engage..1. in b:;;.s1ness (21 : 11) . 

CursinL was quite frequent i n btl siness transactions ('7: 25) . 

1!akinz clothes out of s t olen goods is decried by the author 

{63:11- 12) . There seemed to have been many people who s hared 

t_1e loot of ro obc-;rs bv purchasing stolen goods (42: 6- 43; 

43: 12 ) . Theft anu robbery seemed to ha.ve become accepted 

b·J. siness prac t i s e (37 :6; 3J : l 9 ; 52:8). Kaidanover ins13ts 

t;iat the individual should do b~siness in Good faith and re­

sist _:oney nade th.rough unjust t ain (52 : 8 ) . Vlhen money was 

loaned , it was the c s tom to take a pledce in retnrn for 

which some of tne Lluney- lende r·s were &ccus tomed to use for 

t!~eir cwn ne eds (42 : 6- 43; 44 : 1-2) . Kaidanoyer t,ives u s a 

corcLaercial parable \'lhicn is ind i cative of t h e practise of those 

ti:ne s : "If a per son owes money , but h a s the t;oods and the 

nherewi thal to pay his debt , a n d hi s creditors a re ore pared 

to fa l.!.. upon h i .1 , and take \7.tll.!. t 1;h ey can , because t hey &r e 

a fraid that he will pay or;her cred.:. tors and not t he1:i , the d eb­

t or resorts to the practi s e ol' c e tt.:.nt; s o_ eone els e t o put 

·_:p sec ... 1ri ty _or h i m un-ci l he sells his e;oods, s o t1"_a t he may 
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pr eserve his creditu (21:1) . Borrowi ng by business men 

appears colllltlon, and bankruptcy was a1reaciy a r ecognized 

part of commert ial life (82:1). 

v 
The J.;oral1 ty o:f Economic Life 

business should never i n terf ere uith one ' s relig1011 s 

duties . Kaidanover complains that " t here are those wno do 

no t go to the synagog11e for fear tba t they will lose busi­

ness . This is not true because Qod will open up the pr of it 

tn.at he gets f r om b ls i nes s from another s ource , if h e t rus ts 

in Hi m and goes to the synagogue" (27 : 21- 22) . Likewise , one 

should not be continuously occupie..i with business . The re­

sult will te that when such an i ndividual prays , he cannot 

concentrate upon t h is reli g ious act (83: 12 ; 7: 5- 9) . Religion 

demands tha t one rebuke t h e wi cked , even t hou6h one will 

l ose business t hereby (62 : 12) . One should make every effort 

to earn h i s livi ng , and not tal:e .:toney f rom char ity except 

e.s a last resort ( 85: 6- 9 ) . One shoul d neither publicize h is 

riches (18:12) , nor put too nruch emphasis on the value of 

::ioney , s i nce that lead.s to stealin(' and swL:dling \13 : 17 ; 

35 : 22; 74 : 5 ) . One should ear n !lis money honestl y (100: 2) ; 

one w •. o obser ves t hi s rule is consiciered a mddik (100 : 3 ); 

a nd he Sf'-Oul d be believed in his business dee.liD(;S (100 : 3) . 

I t is important t hat one ca~ on his bus 1~es s f aithf'ully 

and be verv scrupulous in not e::..r r: ing money t hrough ieans th.at 

are !>rohibited (38 : 19; 52 : 8; 63 : 7; 6'7 : 2 ), su ch as robbery 

(38: 19; 89: 4 ) , and swindlinc t l 4 : 2) . Such prac i;ises can 

only be a toned for b the retu r n of t h.at w .• ich has been swin-
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dled (14:2). One wbo purchases stolen goods is considered a 

robber (43:12) . 

One should be caref'u.l to pay his bills and to pay the 

price t hat he has been a sked -- not to seeiqipecial discounts 

or f orce t..he man from whom he buys to wait for his money 

(46: 4) . The s eller shoul d see to it that he gives full mea­

sure to t h e purchaser. Tailors , for exs. nple , srould see to 

it that they give the remnants from the clothes \'lh i ch they 

had made to the purchaser (46: 5- 7). An ~rticle which is sold 

should not con~ain any violation of religious l aw. Ta ilors 

should warn their workers not to 1u t any sha tnez i nto clothes 

(46:3). 

One who has lent money on pledge should no i:i u s e those 

pledges :for h is orm needs (42: 6- 43; 44 : 1- 2 ). An employer should 

not r1i tbhold the \7aGes of h i s employee (14: 3 ), but s .. 1ou ld pay 

t he worker whether he be a Jew or a non-Jew on t he same pay 

i n uhi ch h e uorked (14: 3- 5 ) . Even if the labor er wants to 

leave ~i s wages in trust with ~he employer, t he latter shoul d 

not permit it (14 : 4 ). "Ther o i s no greater prof ana tion of 

God ' s name than to turn away a l aborer when he asks for a 

da~ • s wages" , 14: 5 ). 

One should not take va in oaths or handcla,ps (56:3,9), 

because r rea t punishment wi ll befa ll t hose w._ o lift up their 

~ands with vai~ oa ths (63: 6) . 
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CHAPTER THREE 

THE INTELLECTUAL ATMOSPHERE 

I 
The Centr al Place of ~ys ticism 

As we sh.al l see in Chapte r Four, both t h e r eli e;i ous and 

t he s ecu l a r life of every Jew vrns intimately bou:1d up wi t h 

!llYstici sm both pr a c ti cal and the ore tic a l. Naturally , su c h an 

atmos pher e was conducive f or injecting fea r a nd compul s i on 

into t he minds of t he people. Supers titi on was r ife and be­

l i ef in evil spirits of every descri ption pervaded J ewis h 

thinking . In su ch an a tmos !;here , therefore , one cGDtld hardly 

expe c t to find any cons i deration of t h e r ational. Liv i ng was 

believing , and believL11g i n c luded 1nany ideas v1hich a re fore i gn 

a nd laughable to the twentieth century Jew . 

II 
The Pr eva l en c e of Supers tition 

lfu.ch of the s uperstition of t h is period conc erned itself 

with children . A woman mus t not g ive suck to h e r· ch i l d until 

one n our a fter interc our se (17 : 5 ). Immodesty on the p a rt of 

t he wife ca uses serious damage to small children {58 : 8 ). Every 

preQ1an t wo !B.n .nus t rec i t e a c erta i n g r oup of el9v en passag es 

r;r.i ch begin with t h e l etter "nun" and end with the same letter 

i n order t o ro t ect her chil d a r ainst t he ev i l eye (32 : 6 ) . 

A J e\7 ,.,h o has n me zuza h on h is a.oor .nakes i t p os sibl e for t h e 

evi l SDirits to harm h is child ren a nd to caus e them to di e of 

smal l - ox (4 6: 11) . As s oon as a ch ild is bor n , one shoul d 

_, , t i nto h is mou th the fo r eskin of an othe r child who h a s not 

s t..f f e red a pol lut io1. , and n e will thereby be saved f r om epi-

1e9sy (51 : 4 ) . I f a man ' s wife be comes p re t.nant on the day 
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• tha.; he commi tted a sCJi, the child that r esults will be in-

s olent (22:10) . He that has intercourse wi t h his wife wh ile 

a light is burning will produce epil eptic children (17:5). 

If a man shou l d. h ave a drea...i in wh ich h e saw the likeness of 

any woman, and then immediately have intercourse with his 

wife , the ch ild that results will b e epileptic s ince t he 

li e nes3 tha~ app eared to him was t ha t of an evil s pirit 

(17 : 5) . Shou ld a .JIB.n have intercou rse with his wife and be 

~nin. ing of another woman at the s ame time , h is children will 

be wicked (17: 4 ). At t h e ti:ne of inte rcour s e, one's child 

should not l ie in the same bed because this is dangerous to 

t he f etus that \·1 i ll be created {17:5 ). Evil d ecrees of neaven 

are often announced through children who g ive p rophecies with­

out n owing what they a re s ay ing (71 : 12). On certain "danger­

ous day s" r1:1en a person t:J.lces a c:1:.l d out on the street, .1e 

shoula cover 1i~ with is cloak to ~rotect hi~ fron people 

with evil eye s (32 : 3) . The n e glec t of t he ntl. zuot of the 

mez\ zah and zizit ca·...ise s little ch i ldren t o die (46: 11) . 

Ther e a r e cer .; ain 11 da.ngerou s day s 11
: t he 17th of hash.wan, 

the 5th of Sheba t , the 20th of Afu.r , the 25th of N is an, the 

29th of Iyyar, t h e 16 t!:. of Si\"mn, tne 27th 01· Si\'~ , the 24th 

of ·.ra . .i;m.iz , .;he 20th , 26th, 27th of Ab, and t.1e 12th of Elul . 

One s u ou ld not let b loou. on r;he s e days , nor shou ld. the cnil ­

dren b e let ou t alone on t..1e streets , for people wh o nave evil 

eyes can i n flict dama ge o ., .ese purticular days (32 : 1- 2) . 

One must not p .t on '~wo r.ar;aem:;s as 011e l est "Gh e :t.vil One 

have power over hin1 (46 : c3 ) . One nrust be sure to g ive a por­

t ion t o thi s Evil One a t t h e -cable b- o ean s of t he water used 
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for the washing of the hands (87:6). Houses wh ich have been 

left vaca n t for seven y e a rs are i n t h e power of t h e Evil One 

and one should not enter them{24:11). At the four sols t ices 

a nd equinoxes of t h e year, people s h ould be very c a ref'ul 

(4? :1-2 ) . One shou l d not believe that he will escape judg­

ment for bis s i ns . Kaidanover t e lls the story a bout a woman 

who say s tba t wh en she will be questioned abou t h e r s ins on 

JudQilent De.y , she will pret end du.ml.ness . This woman was 

struck dumb a few days afte r sh e made t his remali\ (1:13-14). 

There are certain holy names \"l!li c h are a protection a c.ainst 

pollution : Shaddai , Anh ' sam, Past:..21, Pas pasim, Dayunsim, 

Yuhach , Adonai (70: 7- 9 ). Combinations of t h e Divine name a re 

l i kewise very effica cious (88:1 ; 4d : 4) . 

In the myst ical sy s tem, there are a g reat I.1B.Ily sec r ets 

contai~ed in sections of the Bible, a nd it is dang erous to 

reveal them excen t to p ious c)eople (102 : 1) . Ther e is a con­

s tant beli ef i n the existence of the .t.at Kol (19 : 7) , a nd in 

an--els . One , however, s n ould b e careful wh en ma.k i ng a n oath 

not to mention their names -- the only exce? tion is in t!l3 

case of those with hUJ:i.an names -- be cause the a n r el nru.st do 

Y.' !:la t the _ren has s~ and if he had take n the oath in va in , 

t he e.ngel has per mission to do hL'll har:n (56: 5) . Whe n one 

s i::ts o .t on a journey , s h ould h e en counter so_teone carryins 

e:::_ ... t:: ve s s els, h e shet:l- chaP.ge j:is olans , and o t depe.rt 

on th.t?. t day (64:15 ) . One s h ould not eat the fo od of a n in­

divi dual wh o is Yiickea o r w •. o bec;r udges him \?ha t h e is eating. 

E~ ~: as an evil eye anu t he f oou wi l l res.ct like poi son , and 

t .e one \'Jh o ea ts it \1 i ll U.ie ( 2 c : 1 - 3) . 
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There was a gr eat belief in t he powe r of .ne rbs to cure 

diseases and even lep r osy (83:4-10 ') . One cou l d even create 

a snake t r.i.rough t he use of .erbs (83 : 4 -10) . Tb.ere \78&'e many 

superstiti ons current about snake s . In the event that a s nake 

bit a nia n , i f t he snake sh ould come t o uater firs t , the ;;ian 

\/O'!;ld die; but if t he _..an- wo·.!ld come to water first , the 

snake wo:uld die (8 : 11) . The r e \ a s a viper wui c11 coul d kill 

a hu...an being merel y by lookinc at him l ld: 3 ) . If a s cor­

pion bit an L jdividual , the pai!1 and 4m ger would i lILU e:i.ia ely 

ceas e if r, .. 1e fore skin of a ch ild that had not had a p ollution 

wr.J r .;: applied to the wound (51 : 4 ) . One coul d tal.: with birds, 

anu send messa ges th.rough theu (31: 7- 9) . 

Ther e was a. sreat i nterest in zodiac signs , a nd in pla-

ne ts under w .ich . one \.as born. 'I'b.e LUZ 1ah of circumcision, 

for exrun:Jle , Via .:> cons idered to be under the dominion of .:>cor­

..,io.1 ( 51 : 4) . 1 1~1e t ype of life that an im .. 1.i vidua.l will lead 

de}ends upon t~e ple.net under wn ich h e was born ( ~6: 5 ) . Peop l e 

st. died the Si::ars because world. eva:i ts coul 6. be pr edicted f rom 

~:eir Lc tion (22: 6 ) . 

•rne rt;, v1ere .:JU:i •• y co..L.on s upersti t ions concerning a men-

5 t r J.a ti11u , .. o~... u:il :r one _~ _·ee i·ro.;1 ..:len .. tr..ta ti on could pre­

par.:i the hesebed for Passover \ 9u.: G) . A .ens trua ting wol.Q2.ll 

cot.L. cause spots to ap9 ear i n a mirror simpl y by looking 

.:..1to .:..t (2 :11 ; 31: 31- 32) . !lany d emon s att;ached themselves t o 

t.he nal.ts of a menstruating woman , and they cou l d bring ha.rm 

tv Vlhoever co:ne s into c ontacl: with them. 'l'he aut!1or counts 

1405 .. : lna.s of der:i.ons under t:1e nail of e nens trua ti~1G woman 

(11 : 1 ) . $orcerers per_ormed ?JB.c;ic with the nails of a men-
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s t~~ating woman , and every witch claims wore success for her 

mag ic wh en she i s menstruating {17 : 2} . Even one's husban d 

should i{eep away f rom a woman while s he is mens trua tillb 

(17 : 2- 4 ) , a n d n o t even look at her {2 :10 }. 

Witchcraft seems to have been qui te p r evalent a nd the 

belie f i n it all the mor e so (29 : 1 - 7 , 10-11) . It was em-

? l oyed by merchants in order t o restore their business (28:1-4} . 

It V!as also u sed f or hea ling (28 :18 , 2v ). Eleven passag es 

are cited w~ich a r e eff ica cious agai n s t witchcraft anu t h e 

3vil Eye (3214-5) . " One \7 __ 0 f ears God will keep f ar away 

f r o1J wi tchcraft 11 (2d : 20 ). One is cautioned not t o be ensnared 

by wi tchcraf't because e s e es others accieving p rosp erity 

t::iereby (28 : 11- 20) . One s hould :;:'}Ot eve listen t o t.al 1c about 

wi t cb.cra.ft (2S: l3- 14 ) . One can make a witch disappear t :U'ough 

t :-.e rec itation oi' the 50 S~1ir Ha - lJaal ot (29 :12 ), and pr ay er is 

very nelpful in e.voidiag witch craft and t he Evil Eye (85 : 2- 4) . 

People s hould cur·se t hose who f ollow a fter \'1.i. tchcra.ft a nd 

nitche s wh o ham JeVJish c!1iluren must be for ceably ejdc t ed 

fro~ the concregation of Isr~el (29 : 9 ) . Every u itch will come 

t o a bad. end -- L;h.e y w _ 11 no c see the worlu to c on e -- and 

f ro::i the i r bodies w.:. 11 be ftr n ed s nake s and scorp ions , a.'"ld f r om 

t neir sous , shade.J and nic ht - cre .::pers ( 28: 8 , 20) . The sou r ces 

of their .1a i c come f r o_1 two de.)ose..i an.eels , who ,?ro te s ted 

~:~inst the c r eat ion o f :ne.n a nd , ~uerefore , Goa e~c!l2. ined the~ 

in the <it3?IDS of' t he mm::n-cains of da r~ess (2d : 5- 10) . 

IL; \'T~s a c o:.: .o:i !...eli ef t !lll i; vne c ould. t e ll t h e 'transgressions 

of an individual merely by loo,_i nr at h i _. {80: 1) . t·he f a ce 

::.:1d. t._e fore :1ead indica. tou on e ' s "'- a.l"lsgress ions ·-nd Lood deeds 
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(35:10 ; 22:10; 22 : 6- 7) . As a matter of fact , ~ is regarded 

as a microcosm because anything decreed f'or the universe can 

be seen u pon the l i nes of his forehe ad (22: 6 ). 

Ther e a re many curious ideas about anatomy. Tm light 

of t he eye s is s u pposed to have been ma.de u ~ of four colors 

corresponding to the letters of t he TetraGr a.mma. ton (2: 9 ). The 

r ea l sou l , Ueshama , dwelt 1n t he br ain opposite the spot where 

the t ephil lin of the h ead are wom. Another soul, the Ruah, 

is opposite the spot \':here t he t ephillin of the hand are 

\7or n . A t h i r d soul , the He.fesh, axis ts in the l i ve r to corre s­

pond to t he mizwab of ziz it (68 : 1- 2) . In the liver , a lso , 

i s the pr i n c ipal blood and t he s eat of anger (68: 2) . There 

are 18 vertebrae in a ma.11 ' s backbone -- compara ble to the 

Shemona Esre -- a nd t he semen come s f roa the brain through 

the we 18 vertebrae of t he b uc :bone ( 68 : ~ ) . The fever uhich 

causes a :nan ' s ptjse t o beat v iolently v.llen he lies upon bis 

s icl~-bed is nothing o ther than the evil i nclination (39:15 ). 

III 
Educa. tion 

A. The Widespread Scope of Jewish Learning 
a nd the Emphasis upon it 

Educa.l: ion , l ike every other aspec t of the Jew ' s life , 

uas centered about h is reli£;ion and pr ir:cipa lly concentrated 

upo~ t~e study of the Tor ah. There i s little que stion about 

the fact that son e kno\·1le-ce of Tore.h was wi despread a mong 

the ~rnople . 7or t her e was a deep- s eated rel i t;i ous sanction 

for i t s st-u.dy (8 0 : 7) . nThe creation of man," Kaidanover 

tell s u s , "was de s i &ned onl y to perpetuate the Torah , the 
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statutes and the commandments of God" (1:17) . One of the 

two p illars u pon which the world. ,-,as repu tea. to stand was 

the study of Torah (11:1-3). God is delighted with one 

wh o studies Torah (3 : 7 ; 6:7; 5 : 20; 1 6 : 9 ; 60:10; 21:14; 1 6:10; 

3'7 : 16; 83 : 12) • One of the attributes of an upright Ltan is 

the s tudy of Torah and t he discovery of "secrets" from the 

Torah (4:1; 27 : 3 - 4) . Whe n one studies Torah, heavenly holi­

ness rests upon him (100: 3) . One v1h o h as t h e abi .Lity to study 

and ~he f' ree time and does n ot do so, w ....1 1 suJ.'f er a drea dful 

?Unisilrnent (57: 6 ). 

The study of Torah is a great hel p and )rotec t ion t o 

a. l:ia.n (45:15 ). It prev'3nts his having a violent death (57:5-7) 

and i s efficac i ous in secu r ing a g ood pos i t _on in the world 

t o come (39: 6- 8 ; 21:15; 19:2; 58 : 3 ; 31: 28 ; 72:4-6). The 

nou t h of a m.a.n is de pendent · 1 p on t he study of Tor ah ( 60: 1). 

An indivi dual shou l d be certai:;. to st-.idy Torah every 

day (19 : 2 ; 53:~ 67: 3 ; 2l:llj. On e shou l u al s o be careful to 

.. tudy !llOl'e on _1ondays and Thur sdays than on other days (53 : 6) . 

One should never :a.110\: liis bus lnes s to i.~ -c er1·er~ vii t h h is 

daily stuuy (53: 6 ; 66 : 20 ) . In add ition t o settine definite 

ti..:es for each day ' s s tudy (58 : 2; 51 : 8 ; 73 : 1'7) , one shm:.ld 

s tudy a t lee.st a little before aati:1g (4~ :4-5) and a i:; n ight , 

~sually at mi dnight (73: 4 - 17), and e very morni ns (11:1-3). 

One &!10 .:ld. e v en ..; tudy Torah whil e o~ journey (o : 2), or in 

the ~ields (5 : 4) . 

Recognizing the limi ta~ions of human ability , Kaid.anove r 

s "Ga t es that one shou l u. en: a ge i n To::.·ah according to his capa­

d.li ties (67 :1; 21 : 7) . " Becaus e of t h e pressure of life, 



--73--

one is not abl e to s tudy everythi.ng. 'lherefor e it is t~ 

same whe t her one s tudies a lot of Torah or a littl e because 

of the l ack of t ime t o s tudy more . " 

I t is important that a father ma k e the s tudy of Tarah 

beloved by bis chil dr en and his h ous ehold and he ... us t con­

stantly a dmoni sh them to fulfill this obl i gation (58: 7 ) . 

T"ne study of hal a ka. is also advocated . One shou ld study 

at least one hal aka every day (53: 2) . One is also advised t o 

take up i.:ishna , C-emar a , Cabala , JJaas eh :.:erkaba (21 : 3- 6 ). 

r.'b.en one builds a house , he should build a special r oom 

for study and a spe cial ~lace for books (24 : 12-13 , 9 ) . Every­

one s h ould be sure to s e 'G aside a separate room in their house 

for t h e pur pose of study (53: 4 ; 72 : 11) . 

One shoul d see,. t o j oin hinse1_· w1 t h t nose wh o are mas ters 

of the •orah (49 : d ; 201J.2) , and one r.iust s ow a creat ~eal of 

respect f or ::.J oul~d e and its p os seswor s ( 6 : 2) . Eve n a child 

wi10 lmows the .1.'o_ a h s :"lou l d be listened to and respected (53: 

3- 7 , 8 ) . Yet , one _iust be carefui not to listen to cynical 

scholars (43 : 13) . 

One must not r elate matters of ".J.'01·ah of r;T- i ch h e is not 

certain or \"Illich !_is tea chers hav e not to l d him (27 : 5), l est 

ne be guil ty of g iving false int erpretations of the Torah 

(41: 11- 13; 27 : ;,- 4 ) . Above all , one .nust not be guilty of 

) ride t e cause of h is lea.mill!; (27 : 3- 4 ; 7 : 12- 13; 84 : 3) . 

~ ne should che!'ish boo::s and. llonor them by closin ~ them 

nheneve r a c_'lild comes 11 to the room, ~f n o t ha : inc; 1n tercour se 

in t h e Sa!Jle roo;n i n whi ch cooks are l ocated , by no t sit ting 

.. i .;her than the n, by not allO\-: i !lb them to l :i.. e upside down 
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(54 : 2) , by not using them as book- rests (54:3 , 4) , and by 

having them beautif'ully bound (54: 1) . 

B. The Educational Set-up 

Ther e were many schol ars in the J ewi sh communi ty who 

r1ere s l.lpported by charity (54: 12- 13; 65 : 6 ; 24 ; 14) or li...a.r bored 

in th e homes of indivi dual Jews (72: 10) . The·- mer ited not 

on ly r espect but love (54: 6) , and peopl e \7ere u r ged to t; o and 

l i s t en to Groups of scholars discus s t h e Torah (6: 6- 8) , and 

even t o set fixe d t i mes when they \7ou l d go (58 : 2; 66 : 20 ). 

These scholars W "":'e cautioned , however, not .:; o get angry with 

the ir· fellor: - scholars ..i . r ing the i r heated discussions (53:3 ) . 

A fathe r is obligated to teach h i s son (45 : 1 5 ) and t o 

s tu.dy Tor ah with hi ( 6'1: 1) . Thus , one of t he p r i -i.ary factors 

:..n the Jew i sh educ& t ional set- up was t h e l ear ned parent. :le 

have a lready seen ho\·1 Kaidanover h imself \'1a s taugh t by his 

:'c. ther . If tl:e child ' s :·a t her \7a s unable to t ea ch h i s son, 

hov:ever , he must hir e a teach er for him or br ing h im to t he 

school . l!evert:-_eles s , h i s r c s pon s i bili t-J does not cease 

, ... _tl:. this , but t he fo. t her :nust s pea_: t o t !le teacher every .lay 

about h is s on ' s proBress (67 :1 ) . 

A color!'nl descr i p tion of the i r.duction of tre child 

i. r:. to the s tudy o_ He b r er: is c iven b:,. I:aidanov er: 11W:.rien the 

t i. 1e co 1es f or a fa t h e r to pt. t h i s chilu. in Hebrew School , 

1e s: ol' l .,;. et u p ea rly and a rill.ken the child a n d take him him­

M. f to t'1e s ch ool. Even i f t h e f ath e r is oJ ti , a leader in 

t~e CO::?r:!U.!1ity , or even the t abb~ , he :-rust br iil[" the ch ild to 

sc .. ool persor:a.lly . The f ather and mother are obli --a t ed to 
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cover the child under the i r clothes at ~he time that they bring 

h im to s chool in order that the child s hould. not look at 

some un clean object on the way •••• Then the f a ther shoula tur n 

the child over to the t eacher wh o should bring for th a tab­

let upon wnich the ~lpha.bet is written . He shoul a. pronounce 

the al-:habet both forwards and backw~rds and have the ch ild 

pr onounce each le tter after him. Following t h e same pr ocedure 

the teacher should recite: ' The Toran \7h i c _: God gave through 

::oses , etc.• , and then the l'i r st s ection f rom the Book of 

Leviticus . Then h e should put some honey on the tablet and 

let ~he cb.ilc lick it f roo the alpbe.be~ . The!l the rather 

s hou ld take t h e ch i l d h o.ne, keep:__ng him covenslas h e did when 

he br oucht him. On this day , it is ~uite pr oper for the 

f ather and motP..er to fast and pray that t.~e child s houla ~ras ­

per i n :·orah e.nd in the fear of God a nd liv e for a long time . 

On the nich t af t er t he fast , the father s hould me.ke a feast 

and ive some money to cb.:. rity " (72: 7 - 9) . Ka i d.2.nover com­

~la lns the.t ther e are many father s who do not study Hebrew 

ni t h their children , bu t wh o teach rb.em to s peak on l y French , 

£..n i rarely d.o they !15.ve theo oti.:.dy Hebrew . ~his is ju st the 

opposi\.e of wha t they shot'!.ld do ( a 2 : 2 }. In connection with 

~~~s complaint , Zinberg maint a ins that l..aidanove r is here 

gull ty of a r;enc ralizati on o!l t h e basis of a r ew bankers and 

1.:e .. chants \ihose soc ial positi on was oi gh enough tor; arrant 

:;u ch a secula r - Eur opean ou tlook (Zinbe. ·e; , on . cit., V, pp . 194- 5) . 

A ~O l...r. e r contemporary of l..aidanov e r , Ra bbi Jacob ~dner a l so 

co_:_::>lains th.a. t t h e Jewish rea t only teach t.h.eir cl:.i l .ren 

P e!!Ch a..Tld n.usic whi ch is c onducive t o foolish speech (Zinber g , 
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op. cit. , V, p . 196 , note 18) . 

Great importance was u ttached to the s tudy of children 

uith t h eir t eacher s; the Shekina r ests among them (72 : 1- 2) . 

Yet , i n the instruction of children, t he teacher had to ob­

zerve certain rul\es . \hen the pu pil comes to the teacher, 

the latter should ble s s him (45 : 14) . He should no t be angr y 

with his pupils wh o do not unders t and (53 : 3) . He shou ld 

make a n e a rnest attempt to t ea ch (72 :1,3), and in absolute 

sincerity (72:3). He should a lso see to it that the room 

in whi ch the children study is clean and free f:.."om all ug­

l iness (72: 3) . 

?or his labors , t he tea cher was pai d b"T t h e community 

(85:6- 9) , a lthough one coul...i. hir e a teacher to s t udy with 

him (53:6). We s ee tha t Ka i danover used to travel qu ite 

so .. 1e distance in order to study with hi s reacher, R. Joseph 

of Dubnovr (Tscherikower, on. cit ., P:? · 163-167), and t h is , 

a.pparently wa s quite con._on fo r t h ose \7ho wanted e. be ti:;er 

education than t!la t p r ovided by the villa be or co • .ct:runi ty 

t ea chers . 

In the s mall vil lar es, the teach er wh o had not yet l ecome 

an a , thori zed Xa t bi (4: 4) seemed t assunie a ll of t h e decision ­

~~kill[; fvn c tions of a full - f ledg e d Rabbi for t e people of 

t he villa g e ( 75 : 3 ; 4 : 4) . K.e.id.anover co~plains a pa ins t t hem 

for succumbint:; to flattery and bribery in or der to make 

t:r eater a.l ov.r&nce s t han t hose cont£.~ned in the Torah (75: 3) . 

The othe r ins ti tu t ions in t h e educ a tiona.l s e t - u p vie re 

t he synag ogue \·1hich _s highly recommended by Kai danover (53: 5 ) 

and the Yeshi ba (24 : 6 ) \'/Lich appears to be under the d :i.rect 
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supervision of the Rabbi (53: 2 ). Peopl e a re advised to be 

sure to attend the a cedemy of t h e Rabbi (53: 2 ). 

Though Kaidanov er makes no mention of t h is fact , Gtide­

m.ann maintains th.a t it was not unusual for Jewish chil.iren 

of these times to attend the public schools in ·rankfor t , 

and cites many examples of t h is practise {Gddemann, op . cit., 

pp . 179- 1 81) . 

c. Aims and Course of Study 

Tha t t h e study of Torah w&s important is unque s'tioned . 

I L. \7:..s a c o:.mon custom of ... man when he v1as about to die to 

:iake three requests , one of w ..i ch was that hi s son should keep 

si"t·.dy i ng {19: 4) . Thou{;h study is i mportant , o!1.e must not vio­

late any commandment thereby , e . G. , ~ tudying by a Sabbatc 

lamp on Friday n i ght (44 : 8 ) . Nor shou l d on e seek to substi­

tute study fo r pr ayer l8 : 6- 8 ) or neglect the ro~tines of 

normi:.. l life -- eatinc , sleepi:.{; , prayer -- in order to study 

(8 : 7- 8 ) . One shou ld not be dishea rtened &~ the t h ought of 

not being a ble to ~tudy everythin5 l21 : 7) . 

'!'here were s everal items which it \/as cons idered important 

to study: t h e Tanak (60 : 3) , 11par des" -- secre t~ and involved 

interpreta'tions - - (53: 6 ), and the Taryar :.azwo t (53 : 6) . 

ut one s~ou._~ ks ep away f ron the s tudy of philosophy which 

ha~ ~- t enden cy to undermin e faith ( 5~ : 7) . 

11he i a ei:.. _ ai ;i of all study of Tora11 sh onld be 11 s tucty f or 

:i.t s orm sal-;e 11 ( 44 : 11; 35 : 9- 10; 74: 9) . For this one receives 

.. reat rev1ard s in the \:orld to come (74 : 9 ; 44 : 1 1 ) ; and if he 

docs not s tudy Torah for its O\'m sake , h e u il l suffer g reat 

punis hment t herefor (35 : 9) . 
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There were ce rtain "musts" tba t one shoi.; ld observe in 

connection v:ith the study of Ter an. One shoula c onfess his 

sins before beginning t o study {53 : 4) . One shou l d have f. 

j ug of water by his side when he s tudies lest he scra tch 

his body while s tudyine- and contam1na te h is book {11:15 ). 

One mus t s.now r eat resyect to his humash by rising before 

i t , just as one ros e before ~ Sefer To rah (54 : 5) . One must 

study the Torah with joy (53 :1) and only in a clean place 

{53: 8 ), where ther e are many windows so t hat the student may 

look at the he~vens which is a help to his s t udy (53 :7). 

One shou l a never break off in his studies to greet someone 

(35 : 20) , but should concentrate deep l y upon that v1hich he 

is s t::.dyinf {53:1; 41 : 10) . Ee shoul~ stu~y with all of h i s 

s t renGt h unt i 1'1e perspi r es freel y and h is tongue becomes 

parched {53: 3 , 5) . 

··her e are t:rea t sec:i.-ets t o be found i n t h e Torah {99 :1; 

6 : 2 - 4 ; 3~ : 11-17 ), and so.ae of these a re quite daneerous to 

r eveal t o o t he r than piou s fol k (102 : 1 ). Fear is often ex­

pressed f or t he child that is too precocious and Anows t oo many 

secre ts of the Torah (20 :11; 41:12) . Neve r t heless, one of 

t .'.e e. i ras of t he s tudy of Torah m: .. s to revea l sec r e t s a nd f i na 

new i nterpretations (12: 7 ; 35: 3- 4 ; 6 - .:.i ; 53: 6; 4 :1; 79: 1- 3 ; 

.JO: l) , and one nould receive grea t other -worldl y revrards for 

fii~ di~coveries for hims elf (79: 1- 3 ; 4 :1; 35: 6- 8 ; 12 : 7 ; 

;,6: 22 ; 5u : 2) and f or his paren·.,s c.nd parents- in-law (35: 3 - 4; 

~O : l) . One sh o1:l >.l e sUl';J to r1ri te u.own every new t h ing 

t:ia t .1e disc overs in i:;he Torah (53 : 6 ) . Ev er y righteous man 

r1 o s t 1di e s Tor . receives 200 valuable r.orlds in t h e other 
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world (63: 9 ) and will be adequately prepared to bus y himself 

r.ith the only occupation of heaven -- s tudying Torah (58:2). 

Other r ewards for studying Torah \.e r e : a new soul (17:9), a 

:1elp to his soul , which Ka idanover also g i ves as a rewar d to 

one \7h o is fluent in Hebr e\1 (3_: 6 ) and a l:nouledge of Go d' s 

\lays (22 : 8 ) . 

The study of Torah \1as .. 1otiva ted through other means . 

It ser ved a s an a c t of penance for the sin of pollution (5d : 9) 

and a.c an aid to repentance in gene r a l (47 : 4; 5d: 2; 7 : 30) . 

It a l so se1~·es as a. protection fo r the child a 6 a.inst the 

e ; i l eye and f r om every fore of sick-~es s and fro~ death 

b·- .:..iphtheria (72 : 6) . I t is an a.id to those souls \7ho ~ve 

been driven a.way _·ram their heavenly compn1·tment (6 : 5) . 

~he stady of Torah v1 as also co1.nected wi t h the fulfillment of 

:-Uzuot o.nd. h c. :i. iday observa.nces . ~e should. s tudy on the 

.1i~ht of Shebuot (92 : 3 , 6 - 7 ) , and on the secont. day or Passover 

l " t : 5) , on t h e n i ght before a circu.:icis .i.on as:;. ,?r otection 

a cc -nst dam.ac inG s pirits (73 : 10 - 11) . One 11h o studies the 

laws of bur nt- offer:!. ~s ful fills tne oi;l iLa. tlon of o:ffer~n[; 

un the burnt- of fer me i t ... elf (49 : 2) . 'l1he study of Torah tt l so 

.rol;ec t s one .... " t:.ins t t h e e ) i i:;l:.et of 11 scorne1• 11 3 : 1) . 

0!10 .:lU ... t , hO\'l..} \'C r, _,rotec t !. i.~sell' a,rains t CiV iilQ f a l se 

: :1ter oret .... t : on s of t h e Tor~L (4: 7) . 'l'!~is is ~ !JB.jord.anger 

o:.· ::;t.::c.r- and cau~ es .:110.ny evil ~pirits to be sent abr oad 

(~ : :::- ~ ) , blenishes to one ' s soul (1 : 4) , and f orf'e iture of the 

· .. orlc.. to cone (4 : ) , and ser ious oun::..shment in t.'IJ.e b.erea.fter 

( 4 : .:i ) . ·.:.·herefore one sno , . .!.d no t be a ..:;hameC: to admit that he 

'.&::: ::o t r.ea rd a t :1.:.n._: ::intl t..0•3s n<Jl: know it , r u ther t nan 
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s twnble thereby (53:2 ). Nor should one depend upon one 's 

own reason (11:10 ) or correc t f rom his own memory any err or 

Hhich he f i nds in a book (53:5 ). One should not i n i;erpret 

the To re.n in t h e name of a Rabbi unless h e a ctua lly said 

it thus ( 53: J ) • 

Pride is t he gr eatest cause of one ' s ~iving f a l se i n ter­

pretations of t h e ~orah (4 : 2 ; 43:16- 20 ) . Therefore , it i s 

L.cumbent upon one who studies the Tor.ah t o de ite lop the quality 

of humility (4 : 2 ; 65: 7 ; '/ : 12 ), and ther e by he will receive 

c;rea t rewards in the \rnrld to come ( 4 : 2) . 
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CBAPrER FOUR 

THE RELIGIOUS ASPECT OF J"'~WISH LIFE 

I 
s:':~e J ominent Place of Religion 

:.s r;e r..ave seen, the Jewish r:ay of l ife w as a r eligious 

r:a~- of life . Coii1l:D.ll11ty organization , the h ome , philanthropy, 

social life , e.nd t 1e i~tellectual a tmosphere we r e satur a t ed 

r::'.. t b r eli c:; ion. Evan rel ations with one • s fel l0\'7- man and eco-

nomi c s we:·e .Jotivated by r eligious pr_nciples . It seems a s 

if every phase of th e l if'e of ev ery Jew VI a s i nti:na tely bound 

·.i:. with ~is f ai t h . 

I nspi t e of th :'.. s , h onevi::r , 1-.... ick..-.over co·1plain~ of a y;eak-

3.:in_ in ::."'ait::i . " In t h e s e d2.y s only o!'le ::ian out of a ~'1.ousand 

""'Ut.s his trust in God . The grea ~ :ng. ~oricy of t.."'la uorld r e l i es 

·..ioon ::noney and up on rich people " (82 : 3- 4) . :f this i s true , 

t~en one can s ay that rel :'..s i on 9lay ed a do~inan t r ole in 

every a spec t of J ew.:. sh l ife except t !1e s trictly reli ,..ious . 

I I 
The Posi t ion of the Syne..ro01e 

A. Th e Att:'.. t u de of J6\1 s t oward the Synagocue 

Tne syn aGOG ~ e \1a ... re5ard e ::i. :.s a n esse .. tial of 1 .:.fe , and 

,e o~le u e r e u r ged to a ttend reQ.1larly . People shou: d not stay 

e.:r::c..y because of' business rea. ::ons (27 : 21 - 2 2 J . One s :iou ld not 

~epc. :'e. t e ~1 i!ll.S el:' f 1•om t .1e con'- rega.t i o11 but sh oull -yr .... y \:ith 

t .. e conc rega t;.i..o::: (27 : 17 ; f L_ : 7 ; 42 : 6 - 43) . .:od i n c:u ire s of 

t:!e pers1..1n r. o Loe s not c o. e t o t!1e sy~ _ o....,1.1e t;O ;)ray (27 : 1 9 -

2u ) . :.ot onl :- were people u r s ed to a t; ..,end serv ices i n the 

synacot;ue, but i t m:.s import~ n t t!-~E. t "C'10:· a t. :;e :1d ehrly in the 

1or ni nc , as s oo!. es t.::1e:- :1e.C:. ~risen (57 : 2 ; 37 : 1 2 ) . 
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The synag ogue was r ega i·ded as hol y because it w~s the 

dwelling p l a ces of the Sheki.na (50: 6 - 8 ) . Out of' t he love 

f or God, it wa s corre ct to kiss t he \7alls of t :1e synagogue 

(50 : 6- 8 ) . One shoul d alua-· s sno\1 h onor to t he synag ogue , 

anu. not en .::.a r;e in any f rivolity 1;owa.1·d it (50 : 8 ) nor tal k 

idl y (3: 3-4) nor scornfull y nor profan ely while in t h e 

synagogue {2 :13; 3 : 4 ). Above all, one s~ould not gos s i p 

( 41 : 10 ) . \/hen oi1e i s in1;erpre ting in the synag ogue , one 

shm2ld be e~~tremely c e. reful (78 : 2- 7) . One shou ld a lso make 

i -c e. J r a c t is e to keep away f rom evil- doers in the synagogue 

a .. cl t o 31 t :iext t o righteous peopl e (11 : 20 ; 6 : 10) . 

Before one e nter s the syna~o ·u e , 0:1e sho lu be sure to 

r:aGh:.J.is hands (13 : 9 ) , and. cleanse his body , pa.rtic··.lar l y b e­

fore re l i g ious h oliday s (90 : 4 ; J 8 : 6; 46: :b2). ".','hile cl. eansing 

i s in ord er , o:ie s:1ould also c l eanse n is thouchts i n the 

s··na ~ocue (2::i : l 3 ) . A man should have a spec 12.l pair of 

s.1oes in u :1..;.ch t o walk i nto \;he synaro,j\.le . lie shoul d not go 

: o t ::e toile t \7 i1ile \7e~r:i!l_ these shoes ( 46: 1- 2) . One sho~ld 

\7ea. r beautiful c l othes in the synaGOQJ.e (46: 2 - 3 , 9 ), and 

should see t o it the. t t he s e an _ ~is t~lli t and zizi. t sh o-..U.d 

oe clean :::.nd ,.Ii t.:1out she. t:nez ( 46: 2 - .:>) . One shoul....1. never \1ea r 

His t a l l.i t while in a t oile t (63 : 1.1) . 

B. 'f~e Orr;a1 iz . tion of Synn.5 0 ue LlJ.·e 

:!1 add.; t on to the habbi w o t ook a.n a c tiv e pa rt in the 

ser ri ce , ther1.. \7 J re soec ial !Jrea.che2·s w :10 a dd res sed t h e people 

•. r.,l explained various passa~tss of t.1e -ibl e ( 7&: 2 - 7) . Tb.ere 

rm..: also the hazr.n rmo r1oula cti.ant t h e service (99: 6 ; 41: 8 - 9 ) • 

.: t. .:.s i r: teres tin~ to ;_o te t_ill."' ....-iany b.azani.. u sed to con centr a te 
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upon the tunes which they sang and make ca.pi tal with the i r 

voices . Kaidanover cautions bazanim to concent rate upon the 

nrt..yers a .. d not ·..lpon t he tunes , nor upon s eekiDG t o expl oit 

t :1eir \Toices in oruer to '7in e.cclai.1. They mus t be very ca r e-

I' 1 to sins ea ch word cl ea rly (41 : 3 - 9) . 'i"!l.ere was , .finally . 

t i1e Sheli a h Zi bbur \1:10 woul d p ray be .fore t h e a nr..:d ( 9 9 : 4 - 5 ; 

100: 3 ) . He too was cautioned ; he should pray wi t h simpl e 
~ 

r10:·ds which eve ry I\ can understand , and\3lx>ul a n ot pr ay l ene t h -

ily (100 : 3) . This ev idently s h ows tlw. t i :tprovis ed pray e r s 

\7Cre in vogue . t;.aidanover himself , cites several ,·;h i ch h e 

cren ted. r:hen one s tands be.fore t .:e congr e s a ti on , be shoul d 

~ot do s o in pri de , but i n humility l99 : 4 - 5) . 

As we ha •e clready seen , d ecorum on t he part of t:1e 

consr esa tion was •. n e ssential , 2.:!d t e s erv ice shou l u never 

Le t he oc casion for gossip (3 : 3- 4 ; 50: U) . 

c. The Synagogue as a Place of Study 

i: .... t urall:.; , t .--.e s~ -iw. o;ue \la one of the centers of 

s~ dy . It seec s to have been a p l a ce o f study uar excellence , 

for Aa. i danove r s tate s that 011e t. !X> studies in the s ynagosue 

i't.i.ll not for_ot qu icltly \lb.at he has learned (53 : 5) . 
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III 
Jewi sh Emphas is upon Mys t ici sm 

A. ~stical Personal itie s : God, Angels , De~ons 

Vie have already seen that JC.aidanover is e n ardent dis­

ciple of Luria (Zinber g , o o . cit., VI, p . 237 ), and dwells 

at g r eat len t;, th with mys tical ideas {V/axman , op . cit., II, 

, . 290; Zinbers , ou . cit ., VI , 9 . 294) . It is h i s i n tention 

t o ca st dread upon people through t h e mediu~ of mystical 

i deas i n order to make them righteous (Zin berg , on . cit., 

v, p . 190; VI , :p . 236 ) . Vie have a lread y had oc casion to 

r efer -co p lays on numbers and ,·1or ds , and one mi c;ht make 

~·1ention at t h is p o i nt t:b..a t Ka.idanover g ives mystical inter-

pre ta tions for t he occu r rence of various holida~~ s . He ex-

pl ains , f or exar.iple , t he oc cu rren ce of Snab~: ot on the 4 9th 

day a fter t he s econd da~ of Passov er as the result of the 

~ecess i ty of r a i s in[ up IsrLel f rom the 49 t h &a t e of un­

clea nnes s to v1: :i.. ch it had sunl: w:1ile it u a s in EQTDt {92: 

1- 3 , 5) . 

Israel and God a re par tners i n t he s tru~gle agains t the 

:-eiLn of evi l (1 : 10 ; 5 :16- 17 ) . l!a !1 shou l u ma ke all of the 

embers of h i s body subser v ient to God ar..'- His v1ay s ; and if 

_1e ~)urifies h is way , h.e b e c omes a me mi..er of Uod ' s canp 

(6d: 2; 5 0 :1; 51: 1- 2 ). 

. . ' . -an s sou l o r i g ina t es f roi::i under the t _iron e 0..1.' God 1 s 

l ory ; a n .. it;3 a i~n i s to return af ter d eath a;:ion.:; "t...°rle souls 

of: t .1e r :i.e;!1teou s (1: 2) . " .before t : e s oul cone s into the 

body , i t is l e .! throu~ h 1008 worlu s in order tha t it mi ght 

see 't.t1e { l ory of s chol e. r s wh o stud ied Torah in thi s world · 

f or 3od ' s s a l·:e , \'those ,·1ay s r1e r e for Go1 ' s s a ke , a nC. wh o a c cu s -
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t oned t h emselves to humility . They nave a p osi t i on of honor 

a~d t neir liBht s h ines like t h e light of heaven. Above their 

heads a r e canop ies of p reci ous s tones . 'lhey say to t n e soul: 

' I f you conduct yourself lik.ie the r ighteous , you too will be 

wor thy of he v ine; all this honor e.nd s plendor.' Then the 

soul is brou gh t before God , a n d c l othe d in e xp ens ive clo t-~es 

rui ch t ake t he fo rm of t he body . The s ou l r ecei ves joy f r·om 

t he g l ory of t he Sh ekina. and sh e is crowned with many crowns. 

The::-i they s ay to her: 1\'/e are g i v ine; y ou t h e same h onor in 

a dvance so i:hat y ou s h oulu be r :.(;hteou s .' The :r t;i ve ner many 

war .1int;s , s h e bows before God 1 and sinks down i n t o tho body " 

(7'7 : 1- 2) . 

The sou l , h ouever, recei ves neny blemishes t hrou gh 

l ooki ng upon ev i l ~hi?lbs ( 2 : 13) , t h rm.l6h s pe a k ing ev i l words 

or speaking too much (3 : 1; 78: 1 ) 1 thro tC}1 devotin~ one ' s en­

t ire time t o bod i l y ~eeds , and not t o s - iri t ua l (21 : 11 ) . 

On t he Sa bba t .n , the Jew r ecei ves ....:.n addi t i onal sou l 

dire ctl y f rom the Ga r den of Eden (22: 5 ; 5 : 9) . 

One r; il l be e nsna red in t he t r a p for d oing evil t h ings 

or viol a tin.r rel i g i ou s co ::'12.ndment s ( 9G: 6 ; 9 : 3) . Yei; , God 

i J a lway s r eady t o r eceive r epen tan ce (1 : 1 0 ) . Hi s v o i ce g oes 

f"or th throu~hout t he heave lls a n d t he ea rt caus in6 trees to 

t1· ....... 1bl e , wh en ::e announce s e a cl':. da y that pe o ple sh:>uld 

re)~nt ( '/ : ;,u ) . Re pentan ce will .... rive a\·,a y the t r a n s gression 

(14 : 1) . 'l'he Hol y Spirit a ppea r s t o one \'/l·_o r epents (12: 6- 7) . 

'lllero are other aids t o ~he s oul : Hol ine s s and clean­

l i Le s s , c on fe s s i on oi' on e ' s sin s (53: 4) , an .... s tudy o f Tor ah 

(53 : 1; ? o : l ) . _.e that t 1"'Us t::: i n .od. w.!. 11 rece i ve grea t re-

wards (d : l o ) . 
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A grea t emphasi s is pl aced upon God ' s watchfulness over 

man (18:2; 7 : 22; 8 :16) . God knows all of ou r deeds (1: 7 ), 

and even on e' s intentions for if one ' s intention s are good, 

God Yiill deliver :u .:n (7&: 9 ). One shou l u be v ery s crupulous 

abou t l:.he t wh ich he speaks (7~ : 7; 1:15; 68 : 6 ; 3:7) . The 

speech is immediat ely writ~en dorm in a heavenly book and kept 

the re un til that p e rson receives har sh jui gment therefor ( 83:11). 

Thos e wh o do not do His wi l l , who a r e t rouble rs , anv. wi eked, 

\';ill receive retributive jus tice (74 : 7 ; 7 : 22 ; 1 : 15; 14 :1; 9 : 6 ). 

As u e s hall see , God h:: s ::1any emissaries wh o carry o t His 

w is he s ( 7 4 : 7 ) • 

Ye ~ , GoJ does .:?any k i ndnesse e for pe ople (60: 6 , 10 ; 

? : lC19 cl:l6) , and His mercy i s cirred up no t through man ' s 

visdom (7:lcy, bu~ ~hroueti hunility (31 : 34) and repente.~ce 

(l : l Ok and t~..rou _h sel; - a bandonraent (63: 9 ) . God a lso d oes 

.. i:-acles f or the rich teous ( 60 : 6 , 9) . 

'l'he r e are Ulany remarkable t hings abou t the heavens in 

rr:~_ c!1 God lives . There are ;;18.I\_7 palaces for t h e 11mothersn 

U!'!- r ighteo\.:. s \:o.nen of I s :..' el (54 : 7-11 ) . Kaidanover quotes 

t ~e _ tory o::.' .t-'..a bb! Yish.l:lE.el ·:1h o w~s tt.ken to the h i ghes t 

!'le· vens ; there he saw cherubs , !!etra ton, t h e ch ief of the 

a . .,-=- e ls , f iery steed s , Ophe.nim, t:h e \?heels of t h e c!lariot, 

fier: a!'lr e l s , a r1d t h ousands of di '"''erent ga tes wi t h differ-

en+ c:- ~alities; for e xample, kindness and love . The r e Rabbi 

:r.:.s'l."'JC.el uas i.. lessed by God with 500 , 360 blessines o.nd 11e.s 

fiver. 72 w.:.:1gs and 500 , ~60 eyes , each one shi. in- like ~ e reat 

L . :-lit . God then out hi~ i n cb.2. r ge of ev~rythin.g "t;!la t mAn needs : 

r; • 
... 0 1·::...11 , fea r, rli sdo.1 , and sus te .ance (2S : l - 5 ) . JAtring the f irst 
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hou r after t he S'W'l has sunk , mere is one appointiae of God 

who :-.iakes an announcement wilich goes through twebre ga t es. 

!Ul of the angels who -ua rd the v10rld ... re then g ..... 'thered to­

cether i n the hiehest heaven , the ga tes of mercy a.re closed , 

.. he shofar is b lm1n , t ht: Bet Din is awakene d , and the souls 

of t . . e l i vi n r are ju~ged. At mid.night , a s t r onb wind a rises , 

and i s stamped u pon by one 01· the heavenly a ppointe es until 

it is q·:iet. At t_at time the angels have been cry i ng over 

the destruction of the Temple , as does God , who , when he 

cries , causes 12, 000 world s and 3 00 hea · ens to trE~mble, and 

~rops b10 tears into t he big sea . All t his takes place during 

the ~:irst watch , and during this time , ang el s r eclte psalms , 

and t he s ouls of "eople come uo to hee.ven , and thEt sou ls of 

saiuts go t o the heavenl y Temple (37 : 7 , 9 - 10; 73: 2~ ~ ; 3 7 : 2 - 5) . 

Pronp tly at mid!: i eht , God l oes into the Gardein of Eden 

to re joice with t he s ou l s of t he r·i [;h teou s un til morning. 

D...r nr; t h is time , God recites 'l1orah to theM, whilEt t ie trees , 

~ .e soul~ , a..~cels , stars a~u planats s inf . Lands of a nc els 

and the soices of t he Gard en of Eden recite nsal.n.ls1 before 

~i . (21 : 13; 16:9; 73 : 2 , 4; 37:11- 12; 21 : 13) . 'l·hererfore , a most 

fe.vor c.ble ti::ne t o stPdy Tomh is a fter midni ght {~!1 : 13 ) . 

T~·e best ~h1e for pe ople t o pray is in t: e . orning , be­

cause God i s then f ound on earth and p0 1·sone.l l :_r li.stens to 

it, r:'"iereas a t othe r times , the h eavenly host must pass on 

it to see nnether it ls wor t."11.- of com.:.. n;- efore u otd (31 :1-5; 

:Cl : lf) . 

Ti1e r .; i s a heaven l y .!3et Din w.nich r.1ak J s inquiries about 

c~1e 1 s o.c tions a "1U t::ie..,.. presc_ ibe t he punishment w1. ich people 

rec~:ve (7 : 24 ; 21 : 3 - 6 ; 73 : - - 4) . They even excomr.nu1icate 
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people f or var i ous transgressions (34:1-21 ). 

Among t h ose wh o play a p rominent part i n heavenly ac­

t ivity a re El i jah (20 : 2; 35: 6- 8) , 11 t he f athers a nd mothe r s 

of Israel" (20: 2 ; 47:1-2) , and var ious a ngels . The Bat 

A.ol , dreaI!lS (17 : 5) , and little ch ildren a r e used t o t:rans­

:-:Ut evil decrees and ~essac.es from heaven (5:5; 1 9 : 7 ; 71:12). 

The wor l d is 5n ... ged as i f it i s c ompos e d of one half 

transgr ess i ons , and t h e other half mizwot. Therefore , each 

:.ndividual shoul a endeavor t o make the balance of t Le \·1orld 

t ip tonard t he ~eritJrious side (101: 1 - 2) . The uorld is judged 

at Pas s over ti:ne . 'The r efore , OI'!e sh ou ld .rive a great deal of 

charity at t;h.at t i ::ne (91:1). Likewise , at t he f ou r sols t i ces 

of t ne y e <:J.. r , ju g?11en t is done , a.lld pe opl e s hould do r epen -:ance 

at t;hos e s ea sons (47 : 1- 2) . ·1'-.a follov1inz dangerous days a re 

s~r-cled o~t for chastis ement : 17 He shvan , 5 Shebat , 20 Adar, 

25 :asan, 29 Iyyar , 1 6 Siwan , 27 Si\1an , 24 Ta.ntrI'..l.Z , 20 , 26 , 27 

Ab, 12 El u l (32 :1- 2) • 

. arsrt juu -ments and evil d ecrees are carrie d out by the 

. .iany ~ppo intees r1:iom t;od has under him ( 6 : 10; 9 : 6 ; 66:13) . 

:In 1...!1e :. irs t place , ovor every r-ate , windro , door of heaven 

~:""lS ~e is a apuo :..~ tee Tiho has a thous and a ngels under him • 

..:.':1e:..r :Un.cti un is to r;a ther in prayer f ro::n a l l sid ..; s , and t h ey 

br:~ ~ en t o t he seve~t;h ~eaven a n d the hol y palace of God . 

:!".ere _s a l so a 11 't errible ul a ce 11 ui t h 12 doors ov er wnich 

·er .. ~re .. 2ny e.p ointees a.Lu na y-Talot. ~';1e chief' of a ll 

c_c_e is Anel ( 3 ..; : 4 - 1 6 ) . The ancel , J_e t r ai:on, wh o was chanc;ed 

_r o . . _l ash i . i:o f i!·e oecaus e of nis ri :Jiteousnes s , receives 

;:::·c.;.-e;rs , ::.na b r inGs t:iem before God ( 23 : 6 ; 23 : 14; 5 6: 5 ). 
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the chigf of the minister ing ange l s who acc om­

ies into h eaven one wh o studies Tor ah f or its O\'m s ake 

He i s aided. by Tenariel (a : s ). ?Uchael is the 

ies t of God wu o offers ".p to fil l t h e s ouls of the r ighteous 

passed th~ugh the thir d gate of righteousness 

He also is appointed over the Bast Wind whi ch con­

ins 3075 v1inds each of which heals a sickne s s (16: 4- 8 ; 56: 5 ) . 

phael causes evi l s o irits that create il_ne ss to flee (~l: 

- 5; 56: 5) , and h e is in charge of the West Wind wh ich makes 

~rees , Lnd f r uit to bl ossom fo r th (16: 4- 8 ). Uriel 

an -el appoin \.e c; over t h e South .iind whiCJl is v ery he.rd 

z1ck (16: 4- B) . Ga br i e l is a l s o mentioned a s one of 

he angels (5u: 5) . Sandol ~hun is i n charge of all t~e keys 

nd doors of heaven (5 t.. : 5 ; 3B: 7- l o ) . Azrie l is in char ge of 

c~.us uf angels . vardiel i s the rnaster of \1ar. An ­

is i : charge of 70 ch i e f a ngel s . S1iamshiel anu n i.."'Uel 

have a ppoin teu. tasks (38 : 7- lo) . J aazriel i s in cha1~Ge 

f 70 ~ .eys (56: 2 - 3) , a n d Sa .. U'iel ha.s t:..e ¥ey s 01· Gehinom 

(45 : 6 ) . Va ha1·ie l , one of t 11e Ophani.Jll, is in charge of a 

S!'ecial room i n hea en , and !.e leads the lias bmallim i n \.ar 

a a..:.ns t the Evil One (99: 2 ) . Ther e ~s , of course , tne angel 

of death (7: 11 ; 63 : 9 ) . In fac ~ , t..od h::.s m;1 riad s of ~nf el s 

for erery p~rpos e (40 : 3) . 

One t.. o lif s ·\lp h is .!n.nd s \:nen he ·, as!ls 1hem or at any 

ti le w •• en h e is r-o t p rayir.. , .:..s ct<.r sed b~1 t;e r;. anGe l s a n oin ted 

over t .1e h.anas ; if he is )ruy ... n ... , , h ow ver , he is blessed b · 

t her:i (6::. : 4- 6 ) . '::\10 angels a l so pro tect T..: ose \':'10 l eave t he i r 

house i n t he .lorni n [, '\'Te~ri. . 1 ~ talli t an...i. t. e _::>.1.illin ( 5 : j ) . I f 
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one does a bad deed, or speaks 111, 40 angel s prevent h is soul 

fro ... 1 go in6 up b .;;for e God at n ight ( 61 : 5 - 6) . 'ibe angels ca rry 

out ~i.any other functions ll01: 4; 74: 1 - 4 ; 43 : 1 6- 20 ; 1 6 : 11- 14; 

l : o ; 4 : 2 ; 35 : 1 2- 13; 22 ; a : l 6) . Ant;els a.1·e cr ea t ed t;_ rough 

every mi zVTah wh ich an individual d oe s , a nd they prot ec t t ha t 

i ndividual (l'::!: : 6- 7 ; 96 : 5) . lhe n making a~a th, one should 

never men t ion the names of angels , f or , i f it is a vaij oath, 

the ~el has permission to do him hurm (5o : 5) . 

I n c u ntr ast to the a.nc els and the heavenly h os ts uho 

are t he a~ents a d the a i ds of God , the r e a r e the host~ of 

t n e Evil One . '!'hey live in a fal se heaven (4:4 ) . Lillit , 

t he :no l;her and queen of the :lemons , stirs ~p evil decree s 

a La i ns t · .. 1s i 11 heaven because of' our sin s (56: 1,9 ; 2 : 4) . One 

f alls into h er tands thr-uz;h uh oring (4 : 3 ; 69: 9 ) , through 

;iol .t.u t::.on r;c i!::_. is caused O\ her l. ~pearance in the form of 

a vror.a.n in 't.lu d reams of ::ie : (2 : 4; 1 2 : 9 ; 22 : 1; 7 0 : 7 - 8 ; 93: 2- 3 ), 

tLrou:;h a feast \I er e the r 3 a:-e no p oor people (10 : 1- 2) , throut;h 

i:l ou.esty on t he part uf y;omen (58 : 8 ) , thl'ou[;l1 homez in mazoh 

l :>~ : 1 - 2) , t. r out,_;h fa lse :..n t erpr eta t;io .. s 01· the Torah ( 4 : 4 ) , and 

" r m.!G-J spill i n bread C- l.l Jlbs 0n t.he s roun... ( 70 : ::i- t.) . Lilli t 

nus t.. _ousand~ a.nu. myriads of evil spi r i -.s who c ove to ether 

t . ..rm.l~J1 tne •Jnti re worla i n n e secoud and kil l t;be '71.Cl:ed 

({: : 0) . 5he has a bana of evil s .l.1·its called Keri \,J.o caus e 

_?o ___ o __ s (22 : ..:..) . In f a c t , she e.n.i. her 480 cao9s are a prointed 

0·:01· t .... .::n of p ol2.'1tion (70 : 7- . ) . She is a lso call ed a "lytnr 

' "C.:.l ll (• · .'.' ' •'-'"· ...... . - J , a:i.tl th~ \'licked ser pent; of olC. (o4 : 7 ) . She is 

es 1ecially oo-. er_ ul t.r"ains t smal l c:1il ... ren and often kills 

:~on (5~ : 1 , S ; 0v : ~ ) . Lilli t is s~renctnened by man tbrout;h 
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false interprete.tions of the Torah (4 : 3), through not s upport­

inG t h e poor (24:14-15), through laughter (93: 3 ), and she 

derives a g r eat p l easur e from t h e f act that "our sou ls have 

gone down into t he dust as a result of t he d estructl on of the 

Temple and our exile f rom Pa lesi; ine" (93: 5 ) . Punishment comes 

f r·om her and, therefore, one mus t be careful t o k eep away 

from her and her wicked deeds lest he become a membe r of 

her camp (59 :1 ; 64: 7 ) . The r e are many t h inf S wh ich a r e ef fi ­

caciuus a ga i nst her: eat i n g mazoh {89: 1- 2) , t h e merit of t h e 

11lliothers " dur ing the four solstices (47 : 3) , getting rid of 

bamez (89 : 3) , per f orm ng t he mizwah of the Sukka (95: 2- 3) , re ­

ceiving l ashes, we~ping in performance of a necessary mizwah 

(68: 7), or recit:ng t he substitute p rayer, PsaLn 78: 38 (33: 4- 5) . 

In order to prevent pollutions , one s h ould P- cture his father 

before h im beforo t;;oing t o sleep , or ha ve a f i nger of s i l ver 

engr a ved with hol v names,, ,.,hi ch, after h e dips into a kosher 

mikwe , he s h ou l d wear upo_1 h is own finger ( '70 : 7 - 8 ) . On the 

~y of Atone ment , ne i t her S t a n nor Lillit h!l.ve any dooinion 

over Is~ el (95 : 2 ) . 
• 

;:ahal a · ... appears t o .!llB.n as a very beautiful uoma.n a_ d 

pl ays the harlot vi i th him and Giv ~ s birth to chil dren, bu t 

ir. ~~e e~d s be puts h i m ar?d a ll of h i s _amily to d eath. ~1-

danover cites an i ns ta.nee of t i! i s in regard to a house 1n 

Posen in 1641- 2 which contained a destroying s pi r i t u h ich 

harmed people (69 : 1- 9) . One can ove r co8e her and her 478 

can os b'\ ;;be peri'o1'm2.nce f a miz\1ah and r e j oicine; over it. (68:1) 

Samael is the 1Jascu_ine com .. t erpar t o f Lilli t (47 : 3 ) . 

He appears to be s y11L'n)rmou s rii t h Sa t a n and tl.te Evil One, and 
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is also alluded to as the serpent (59:1; 66:10- 11; 10:1-2 ). 

He contest.3 wi th God f or t he dominion of ma.n ' s soul l61:2) , 

a _'ld stirs up l Uarrels beroeen men {15:1 ) . Our world is :fu.1.1 

of the inhabi i;ants of Sat:::..n ' s domain (1: 20) , and he has e. 

number of fas t messenge r s who hasten to br int; a ccusations in 

heaven a gaill3t Israel (99 : 2- 3) . Se has dominion over the 

body a t n i ght when t h e s oul is out (61 : 2 ). Ther e are a number 

of ac t s which cause one to f~ll into the bands of ~atan or 

Sama.el , v1ho also lives in the false heaven {4 : :5 ). One who 

:nakes a f east and does not i nv i te the poor (10: 1- 2 ) , one who 

lau~hsf too hear tily ( 93 : ~ ) , one who ge ts angry since anger 

corae3 f rom t he liver wn ich is the s t rengt h of Sama.el (6~: 10-11 ; 

~3 :3), one·,1110 interp.,ets the Torr-.h fa l sel y (4 : 3 - 4) , one who 

speaks ill a Gainst scholars and pious people (66 :10- 11) , 

one wbo is haut-~hty (7:12- 13 ; 59 :6), one who r ejoices on 

a holiday and g ives nothing to the poor (87:9-3) , one who 

oours t he water u sed in Tiashing the hands after t he meal 

upon the s round (13 : 8 ) , one \. ho looks upon s tranee women and 

soeaks a great deal with then l40 : 6), one w:10 a ces not rec ite 

t he Shema correctly (51: 2- 3 ) , one who ea ts L~f'ore oraying in 

t he morning ( 61 : ... ) , one w_io buil us c. house or r.. sepe. r a t e room 

for the purpos e of d r inkinG or doin~ wicked thi~s t.(}.erein , 

instead of dedicating it for study or or ayer (24 : 9 ) , one 

r.ho looks upon forbidden t h ins (40 : 6) , one ... o is~ :niser 

(25 : 8 ), one who puts on two rarments a s one {4 6 : 8 ) , one who 

i s . ot caref'ul about one ' s -=>ai. a.th clothes ~f6 : 9 ), one \'.'ho 

constantly curses (15 :4), one \':ho r oe s into a house miicb has 

not been occupied £or seven year s (24 :11 ), i n fa c t , any one 

J 
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who Goes on an evil path is in the power of the evil one (59:1; 

51:1-2) . Wherever a tra.nsgres.sion is committed, the Evil 

One sakes possession of that place, and it becomes dangerous 

for ordinar~r p eople (11:17-19). One whose reputation i s bad 

is definitely i n t~..e power of t he ~il One , and h is curse i s 

very dangerous (7 : 27-29). 

One can overcome t h e s trength of this evil s p irit by: 

being humble (59:6), thinkL.1g of wor ds from the Torah (24:1), 

accepting chastis ements upon the body ( 31:31-32} , concen-

tra tint.= upon the me zuzah and the e·1eni.ng prayer (24 :2; 70: 2 ) • 

by eating mazot (8~:1-2) , a nd by c ivine the pr oper responses 

during t he Kaddish (45: 5 ). 

There are a numbe r of other deatr oyi ng s pirits: Tola 

(59 : 6 ), Raah ( 24:18 ), who attacks misers who r;on't s upport 

t neir families; Kesili.m, also called Poale Aben (3:2-3), and 

they are a 11waverinb light u \7hich l ead as t ray men v1ho so alone 

a t night ; Pitot , who beguiles people i nto looking upon adul­

tery (2:7), Ashtira , who takes t he drop of t he pol l ution and 

thereby make s the individual subservient to the Evil One 

( 22 : 2 ) , Yemin who dwell in h ou ses whici: ba. ve been empty f or 

seven years and who cl ing to t hose who a re gu~ lty of har­

l otry (24:6-11) , Saha.die l, who has control over praye rs that 

are .1!.9.d.e without c oncent1·a ti cm and mixed with foreign thou.ghts 

(3 : 4- 5) , lfu..nya. , who a "Gt&.cks a man who bas been g-...1.ilty o:f a 

great sin (74 : 3), Ha.ama , Y1h o appears to men :i.n t he likenes s 

of a woman (17 : 5 ) , and Azo. and Azael who are t vro deposed an-

els tb.a t _r ete s ted ·-fains t the ci•es. tion of man and a r e t he 

source s o:r magic tJ28 : 5-l O). 
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In addition , t here a r e many shade s (69 : 1- S; 29 : 1- 7) 

and w1clean s piri ts . The l a tte r collect human sins and 

make a barrier be tV1een man and h eav en (27 : 18 ). 

s irit s bring evil upou the norld (71 : 12- 13 ) . 

sp i rits are creat ed by :nan t hr ough sin (1: 20 ; 

Damag ing 

:.iany evil 

3~ : 3 ; 57: 7) . 

Unclel\!1 s oiri ts act a s a ccusers nr oducinr a harsh decree . . ~ 

:ipon !lim (57 : 7 ), or t::irough .. is tra:is gr e ssions ..ie crea tes 

a destr o:,· ing spirit w .... tich is c l ·J thed in a tree or a ston e 

vui ch l ater does damage to t h e t ransgres s or (11 : 16- 17) . 

~ecause of pride (7 : 2 ; 53 : 2) , speaking pro: an e words 

i n t he s ym.gogue ( 2 : 13) , not r:a vine a. ,aezu zah- one ' s chil dren 

die of sti.a l lpox (46 : 11) ~ taking lie;htly t ne matter of wash ­

i ng t h e hands (11:13; 13: 7 ) , bei n g c rue l and ann oy ing people 

ana ani .als (7 : 19- 21 ; 4v : 23- 24; 7? : _- 5 ) , cursing (7: 25- 27 ; 

15: 3; 6 0 : 12) , swearinc.; ralse oai:;._s (56: o-~ ) , prac tisi ng 

\'litcncraft (2o: ll) , s corning a scholar (41:10 ; 83: 11) , 

break i ::: ... of!' i n one ' s !'rayer (41 :10) , telling lies and s peak­

i ilG lila.sph omou sl;r (3 : 5) , t et tin, ans:ry ( 66: 12 J, s peaking 

r;ell with one 1s mouth but .. eanins otherwise with one ' s 

.~e~r t (5:19) , cet ~i .. drl.lllk (10 : '1 ) , \7hori n.g (14 : 8 ) , sins i n.g 

obs cen e song s ( ~ 7 : 6-7 ) , speakin~ a g reat dea l (3 : 5) 

a l l of t hese str·enGt hen the p ow e r of t h e evil spirits and 

de _i ;re r 0:1e i.n r;o their hand s . 'rne l _e in ambus h hoping tba"t; 

so .co:"' e \Jil l com:ni t a t ransc;ression so r.ht. t he wi l l fall into 

t:;oi r nands (21: 2 ; 77 : 5 - 6) . They c~use ful't.her si.n (1:22) 

::...1d t.:ey dr;cll \ii th a uonotr~~ t ino \7oman (17 : 1) . Their qua­

li cy is t.o Gl·o•• stror. uer i n sunlit;ht: (2 : 11- 12 ) . 

1rhe s e da . ..1£4(.. int s _irits , . t0wever, can also be contro..1. led. 
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1'!'.ley ::Jay be brought to t rial (25 :1 - 6). The mezuzah is a pro­

t ection at;ainst them (1:21) . They have no po,·1er over that 

nuch is bound , measu red, or counted (25 : 4 ) . Amulets such 

as t!:.e s ilver finger mentioned a bove will p rotect on e f r om 

spir i ts (70: 7- 8 ; 77: 6 ). Charity is a n a id (30 : 6- 7) , as is 

st~dy (53: 3; 73:10- 11) , mizwot (90:3 ), and prayer {85 : 5 ) . 

Conf'ession of sins makes accu s ing s p irits depart (27 : 13-17) . 

Evil spirits have no portion on the sixth and sevent h days 

of t!le week (24 : 6) , they flee f'r om t he ri~hteous (5:17 ) and 

fron ;;hose who g o to the synar;o ·ue (1 : 20- 21) . A sbl:de ce.n 

revea l h imself and do harm to only or.e person a t a t i me 

(79: 7) . Evil s i rits are unable to s ee in the moonli~t 

(2 : 12) . '11he n i ht .,1 1e , h owever, is under t he p ower of 

Hi zyoni. and judg inc; s pirits ( 77: 6) . Synagogues .... re of ten 

destroy eu by evil s oirits (3 : ~) . 

A g r eat emphasis w' s ~1aceo upon holy names as an a id 

.:.n wardlng off evil S )) ~rits l70 : 8 ). The name s of t h e Deity 

are particu larly n e lpf'ul. One C2. • pro te e t him.self f r om 

evil s .)irits b~T concentrutinr on the nc.me Shadd.e.i (55 : 3 - 6 ; 

4o:l0 ; 1 : 2~ ; 70: 8 ) . Passages cont aining Yht/H or its nu.:nerical 

eq i valent are ~elp.f'ul (55 : 3 - 6 ; 58: ~) . Cowbinations of 

::~~ .. E accor...L.i.. ... g t o months is dr;elt - p on a t s re .... t lenc;th ( b~ :l; 

99: ..,- 9 ) . ~ome of the holy name s for p rote ction a ce.inst 

ryoll: tion are : Snadtlai , Za1:1reh ed , Anhesa ., Pa stan , Paspas im, 

Da;-..msL~ , Ylli.ah, Adonai (70 : 7- b) . Yahsh was one of the 42 

na ,nes with r1. _ich 110 .;es sle\'/ t h e .c.&JT ':> tians (90 : 10 ) . 'fhe Sukka 

is :;.m9orto.n t becau s.: i t adds np to i,h e two names Y-1\'f a.J1d 

Ad.., i~ai { 95 : 3 ) . One mu.s t i..e c~1-eful about handclasp s less h e 
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create a blemi sh in the name Adonai, and ayi n bet; kof l amed 

(56: 6- 7 ). When ever one men tions one of God' s nanne s , h is 

uhol e body should t remble (40: 5) . Unf'ortunate l y , we do not 

lmow the c or r CJc t c oncentrati ons , the name s , and a l l of t he 

uniti es of God (8 : 11 ), but one s h ould t eac h h i s son a ll of 

the uni t ies tha t he knows (45 : 15 ) , and one shoula neve r 

en~ar e in the h ol y unit i e s u nle s s h e is pure of p ollution 

and takes a ba t h f i rst (45 : 1) . 

B. O'the r Worldlines~ a nd ~eath 

Only t h e wi cKed d eny the doc t r i:ie of re\7a!"d and punis h ­

~ent and resur·rec t i on aft er deat __ , Aada.nover t e ll:> us ( 61:7 - 8) . 

T!1e so 1 nas a.n a p pointnent to r eturn among t 11e so·...i.l s of the 

riGn'teous (1:2 ) , ~nd it ~ c hief exi s t en ce i s t o do good (49: 1- 2) . 

::an hc. s tl:"t..ree s ouls : t h e n e sha..ua , t he ruah, and t h e nefesh 

\Lich is l o\7er than the rua.h (68: 1 - 2 ) . At nic ht the s ou l 

~oes ou t of a :nan t o t e stify before t !1e h ea venly Be t Din c on­

c e :·nino 'the deeds wnich 1 t did ct~ring 'th e da·· (7 3 : 1- 2 ) . 

Ther~fore , it is a 0 reat obli~ation f or ea.ch individua l to 

:::·olinqui sh h i s s ou l into t:ie hand of God (49: 5 ) , an d not to 

eat or d r ink v ery much b Jfor e : oin( to sle ~p so that he ::nay 

be able to c oncen t r ate upon t h is o. c t (61 : 4 - 5) . '.r!1e s leep of 

hi.u.10.:!"ls is one - si::ti e th of den t h , a :1d wh en a .Je r s vn s l e ep s , 

o:i..L:l -c·~ body re •• i.a i ns ,.,:1o se e ;:is t ence requ i r es bu t one quar t er 

of t c blooa \: .li. C.J is in the !l e~. r t ( 01 : 1) . One wh co h as with­

_c;J..d 't:1e r1::.ce s of hiz empl oyee \'Till n u t be :>e r l.1i tt1~u t he pri-

v __ e e of _.;_ :illf; i s soul come ''tP to h eav en (l '.l. : ;) ) • The Bvil 

o~.e ill:..s dominion over t e e uod~v a -i:; ni~ht w:1en t1~e s oul is out 

( 61 : 2) . After s l eep , the man ' s s ou l i s returned to him (1:19; 



--97--

61 : 2 ) ana h e shoul d b e eager t o a rise and thank God tb.a t He 

returned h is s oul to h i m (67 : 2 ). 

Wh i le very much concerned about the other worJ.d, Kaida-

.over als o c ons i der s d eath in certai 1. r e 3pe cts the result o f 

wi ckedness (7 :11 ; 78 : '/) . One should. not has t en t h e time of 

~is own death (36: 6 ) , but i f God re jec ts hi s pr ay•e r becaus e 

of his bad deeds , actually death 1s be t; ter for h i m t han life.(~8:2} 

There a r e :many i:bin[ s i n s to~--e for e. oan when he dies . 

Evil s pi r its are \7ai ting for t~e sinner so the. t t hey IJ.ay pun­

ish hi~ (21 : 2 ; 33: 9) , and God h..as many appointee s t o a ff l ict 

" i u ( b6 : 13) • One should , i:;heref ore , constantly think a Lout 

is e nd (66 : 13) . He should make t h i s wo r ld s econdary , and 

the other wor ld 'Jri~ry throut;h Tor ah and good d.eods and re­

~')en tance so tila t he may come i r: to the l i fe of t !:e \7orld to 

co~e in :1B.ppi ness (71 : 15 ; 39 : 11 , 18 ; 5 : 2 ; 33: 9 ; 5d : l - 2 ; 4 2 :4; 

39 :15 - 1 6 ; 1 2 : 3; 66: 21) . One shoul~ pra:- v.-itb conc:entration 

9.Ld should pre!)B.re his stock of g oou deeds in ad·1;ra nce of 

death {83 : 12 ; 23 : 14) . Kaidanover points o·: t that r ighteou s 

_ en c onstantl y fea r t he. t they wi ll b e pt~ t to s.1ame1 becau s e 

of their deeds in th.!.s u or ld (20 : 5 }. Llan we~ries hims elf with 

business , earnins mon ey , and .Pleasure .:; of t hi s world , so that 

nhen deat~ com~ s , h e has nothi~b p repared for it , and ~e 

derive s no benefit f'rom a l l of his l abor s (7 : 5- 9; 30 : 9 ; 83 : 12) . 

One s nou l a ...,1ck o·· t a s pecial day on w~:~ ch to c o!1sider himsaf 

as an exconmmnics. ted person an d sn o·· l u bu~7 i1irJself \71 t h '11o r ah 

and. !')r ayer fo r t hi s is a r.;r eat help ! 'or n.i. s J.."'ut u r e (33 : 10- 1 6) . 

Everyone s hou ld pr av for an eas~; dee.th '7 :i.. t~ou t pain and 

in control of h is senses in order th:?. t he .~iay recite a cor.-



I f t he body is holy , then it ls 114llledia tely consumed through 

ea rthly processes and no norm::l1 e a t it {71:5-7) . 

One may t h i nk t hat he wi ll be able to lie wh e n h e ruust 

5 ive a reck oning for his deeds , but ~his is imp ossible (74 :6; 

1 : 13 - 1 4 ), f or t h e angels \7ho e. r e al\1ays with h im r ive accu rate 

testimony and his deeds come bef ore God so 'l:hat :i e c an testi fy 

-co e ·1ery one of h i s ac t s t 7 4 : 6 :; oO: l; 39 :1-8; 1 :7; 14 : 2). 

Eve ry nd i\ridual bE.s hls deeds :.ne .... s u red (8 7 : 8 ) , a n d ·.:nen i:;he 

b .. ,la n ce is :full of s in, the dec:ree of od is is sued a c a inst 

~i~ (39 : 8 , 14-15) . 

l!o one ca n f o r e te 11 "t;he d.a.y of h i s d ee. t .1 ( 1: 6 }. Qu ickly 

i;.1e .:.as s en , e rs of t he ie aven l y Be t Di !1 c o_'le t o fe t ch h im for 

ju...t._-:Jent . One .UIUS t .a:::..v e much m.er i t t o ue u ecle red in ocent 

b? \.he h e a v enly Bet Di n ; cecaus e the y e.r ..,, so i n sis t en t u p on 

de i:;a ils (21: 2 ) . ·rhey cons i d er a l l of h i s mizwot a nd tran s ­

_ressions , anu th~y t;d t t l1e t..~.G<~ ls to te s tify t o n i s merit 

(39: l v - 17 ; l ts : 9 ) . In a dd ition , e verythint; t ha t a _Jdrsor! n a s 

dt ne i s r c cor ... e d (l o : 17) . \f11en t he Y1ick ed c ome f'o r j udgment, 

a ll of their sins are st:-:npe d u p on ;:;he ir f a ces (22: 9 ) . I t 

is .. mch b e .., ·i;er, t he r efore , ·o r G!oa. alone to ju uc;e a s o'.tl since 

:·e .1as \..1e pov1er (;O f or g i v e sin!. (78 : 4 ) . Inc idente.11:- , the 

100.ven l ·· .:.e t ,l,lin a lso passes j u 1....(.Jnent upon t h e deeds of 'the 

1:0.v ;·_n r. t o d ete r .1i n e r;hethe r h e i.s to die or l i v e (39 :16- 17) . 

'l"!:l.e r e a1·e .Jany fac tor~ r::15.dh. r e sul t i n a be d dec i sion by 

t.·e -.o ... venl y Bet Din : excom:rn.mh~ation (16 : 1 , 14 ) , s i ns ( '7: 9 ), 

not .. _en....ti n' : one ' s \·:s.ys (35: 1~ ) , no t doini_. repvntanc e (47 : 5) , 

.v !'! _c::. l .$e i n terp r cltc. i. : on s of 11.he 'ror n.h (4 : 5 ; 2 7 : 3 - 4) , p r a. c ­

i;ls . n t. Hi tch cra f t ( 2d : 20 ) , o ne r;h o p r even1:;w pe op le fron doing 
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repentance or . dzwot (43: 22) , d oing violence (7 : 24 ), caking 

t !'o"l1ble for t h e poor (9: 6 ), shaming a schol ar {65: 4- 5 ; 83 : 11), 

misusi!lG \7is dom (1:4) , putting one ' s f ellow t o shame (53 :11 ), 

no t studying Torah for its own sake (35: 9 ) , despising the 

v:or..i. s of the Sat;e s ( 66: 19) , and speaki ng bad tidin Bs c on -

3 t an t l y (15: 5 ) . 

The r e a:"e rneny things \·1hic:1 a r e helpful i n sec:..triD6 a 

.. ~avorable ju (.~ent : study ine Tor- h f or its own sake {44:11; 

19: 2 ; 5&: 3 ; 53: 2 ; 27 : 1- 2; 74: 9 ; 31: 28; 36: 22 ; 72 :4 - 6 ; 79 : 2 ), 

doin0 ;:;o od deeds (1~ : 2 ; 22 :10-11; S6: 22 j 83:12 ; 62 : 5; 55: 3 }, 

~urs~il1G righteousne~ s and kindnes s {22 : 10- 11) , believi?.g in 

~nd fearir~ God (22 : 10- 11; 9 : 1 ; 1 2 : 8 ; 8:18 ; 51: 5; 27 : 1- 2 }, 

doL. r epentance prompt l y (22 : 10- _l ) , a l l charitable endeavor s 

(30 : 9- 10; 52 : 3 ; 36: 22; 30: 6- 7 , 10 ) , not bein ' haughty l7 :1 0 ; 

34: 21 ; 7 : l t>) , saying one 1 s pr ay o :r·s pro9e1·l · tind '"' i til concen­

t r _ t:on (d / : 5 ; 3&: 2- 6 ; 27: 1- 2) , leaa:nt; one ' s s on in t ne f o od 

at!'.l ( c.1...i : ll ; 1 : 1 ) , r ebt1kir!g peopl e t o mak e them ;-;orthy 

\101 : 1- 4) , ~nd b~inG riShteous in ene r a l (79 : 5; 61 : 9 ; Sl:l ) • 

. or t!- o se r: •. o a !'e j a .-red v10rthy , t..:ie r e are .. 2:.y rer;ards ( d : l d ; 

79 : 5 ; ~l : l ; ul : -3- 25 ; 101 : 1-~ ; ~~ : 2-3 , 6j 74: 9 ) . T:1e ~reatest 

re~·1ard see . . s 1..0 'Le o.llor1inL t..~e ::;o~.l to enter i n t o the Gar d en 

of Eden {71 : 5- 7; 7 8 : 3 - 7 ; 19 : I ; 5o: 3 ; &1 : 1) . Angels and ric;h t eous 

s0...1ls ·'lOJlo r s .. tci. c.r.. ina i v iuu:....l by s. ccom_pa.nyinc 111.s sou l t o ;;h e 

.a~ien of ~den (74 : 9 ; l o : l O; 79 : 1- 3; 19: o , 10 ) . In t ue &a r d en 

o_· .t.ue2. , t he s ouls stu.u.y Tor an (4 : 6 - 7 ; 5d: 2- 3 ; 91 : 1 ; 6 : 7 - 8) . 

Jo_ ...... r;;i c ioa "t;es ln 1..he disci s sion s a .. d r ej <.. i ces '\71 th t h e s e 

r·.:. · t a u .. s so~ls (~ : o-7 ; ~1 : 11-lZ } . Every r i chteou s u a n on 

ea:-t!l ::;ho-.· ld t .. _erefore concentra 1.o e .. por. ti1.e s tudy of Torah 
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s o that h e wi ll b e p repared (58 : 3) . Kaidanover t ells us 

th.a t "on e h our of rest in the Garden of Eden is better than 

a l l t h e joy s of this world" (79: 4 ) . 

These ri rht eou s s ouls also i:.elp the l i ving . In the 

month o:f Kisan and Tishri and \7!lenever human beings a.re 

t r o·L·.bled , they p r ay for us:{88: 2-i; 91 : 1 ) . ~·hey also ai.:. those 

who come to t h e hrave~ of t h e i r a n cestors a nd recite t neir 

t r oubles (71: 1 ) . They are n o t per .J.i tted, howeve r, ~o reveal 

t h e numbers of days before which a l ivi:ng person shall die 

(19: 8 ) . 

So .e soul s a r e unable to enter the ~ar~en of Eden , and 

they be cooe r1ander e r s (5 : 4- 7 ,9; 71 : 1} , bu t they o.:::.y a s cend 

L•r ouc.h the ~erit of t~e p r ayers of a s a int {5: 7) . 

The sou l s of t h e '' J.Cl{e d sink do\n:1 t o tlle o-ound { 61 : 9) . 

'l'heY are t h e one..: \'L.o Ir. ve been [;..!il ty of s t ea l int,; anc.. swin d­

lit:f (14 : 2) , "-d'...<l t cr-1 (2 : 7 ) , decei t:fti.t d eeds {64 : 9) , and o ther 

· .. i ck od a c t s (20 : 7 ; 66 : 1 6- 1 8 ; 3 :18 ) . T'ne:r suffer b.orrible 

tor tur es i n uehino~ {36 : w- 9 ; a7 : 1; 12: 13; 10 : 16; 80 : 1; 3 : 18 ; 

1 : '1 ; 64 : " ) . .!?he \J iC!{ed 111·e ~t". ... 0 ed for ::!i;: monti.~ Y1ith fire 

::?.<:.. si;{ mon ths \Jith s n ov1 (20 : 7) . l'h e de s cri p tions of the 

c w.stisene1:ts 01 u-ehin on e.re reall:- terrif i n1=: . n e Y •• o \7a s 

m.:.nis11ed for hav .:.:~c illic it intercourse fiv e t i me s s·iffered 

t ilo fol lor1il1b punishment: He !.t.e.tl to bea r p ricl:l y t .1or ns on 

: ls .... ho·.: ~ers anu L.\70 apno i n teo~ of Lehino_i set fire t o them 

and b1.:rnt h:tra , e tc . (80 : 2- 4) . .1. he wi c lted i n v-ehinom, however , 

::_-r ·L•c:;I tlellvere .i C.y ull Je\ .... n ho r e ci t a the (J!'0.:101, re~0onses 

to the Kaddish (4 : 6) ... h i le u .e j U-L._1nent; of Ge.ii r:ou l a sts 

12 1:io.'h.!'ts , t le r d 1:>. re also l ess s .,ver o p·.~111-.h;nents (lti : l 6 ) . 
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Ev en the sou l of a saint must b e dipped i n the fires of 

Gehinom becau::; e ther e is not a single i l"ldividua l wh o has 

not committed soair. transgression (31 : 25 ). On the way up to 

t he var ue n 01 Eden, su ch a lllan ' s sou l may take hole. of some 

of t h e souls of t he loEt , an brinf, then up r1ith i t ( St- : 15- 18 ; 

5 : b} . 

The mos i: s erious punishmenv , h owever, that is me ted 

out is tuat of t:i.~ansmlgration (;,o : 3) . l"or, 11 it is bet ter 

for a soul. to reach 1 ts resting - place than l;O sufrer t r ans­

mic;r a t i o1'! into a sa i nt" (4C :6J . One \'hlu cur ses ( 3 : 7) , on e 

r::::o has not fulfi llea all oI: the mizv1ot in thi s world 

(1 9 : 1 4 0 : 1 60 : 3) , one who has ~isused·nisdom (1 : 5) , oi_e wn o 

looks \.:!)On \7omen (2 : 8 ) , one r;.o does r~ot r et.u:-n to its r i ght­

f\il om1e r tbat wl icb h e bas fow J. (40 : 5) , "me \7 ... JO d oe s n o l; 

:;,.udy 11 pa r d e s " ( 53 : 6) , o:-1e who h a s commi tted c.dul tery (34 : 12- 21) 

-- mus t suf:Ler t ran smi £r E.. ti on. Ono C ['.Il be tra . .3lni.(;r a t eJ. in to 

a :mirit ( '/? : G- 7), into a d og , for co...ll!J.itt i r:5 s.du l tecy {34:12- 21) , 

L 'v O a l:ir , for l c.okinG upon wo!llen ( 2 : 8) , and for ble.spher.iy 

{u: o) , :.. to r... hild , for no-c returnin~ t... objec t w-1ich does 

nol. oelons t o h im (40 : 5) , i n t o a beast , fo1· blasph enc (40 :6 ) , 

a leaf of~ tr ~e , for eati~~ su spect ;d non- kosher f ood (40 : 6) , 

e. iJee , for the ::> i~: of be ing a huU(;L 1-;,r l eader--a11d l1e i.ius t 

s· ff .... r· in v.;hlnon as \',ell ( 40: 6) , E.:. hurlot , f or one i/1.0 s oes 

a - i1b.0 i:i!1f (4U : 6) , into unclean nnil!ie.ls and bir ds {40 : 6) , 

·r:.s~ , f ruits of the t r oun d and t r ees ( o : 5 ) . 

~-r..:: c.:-e t\. o kir..d3 of tre.: s~ii..:r~ tio:ls . ::n fu.e i'i1's t 

case , one need n ot die , but his soul can be transmic r a ted 

i'!~ _le i1e ::.s :re~ aliv e . Anotrer s 0ul co les :..nto h i s body and 
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bands together with his old. soul i n order to correct it . 

This t r ansm.igr a tion , called super.feta tion, is not so s er­

ious . The second , h0\'1ever , is . 'lbis befalls a pe rson who 

has comnii tted many great sins . lB:e must die a nd his sou l 

?::IUs i; enter a s ..:iall chil and v1a i t until tbE. t c. ild grows 

up i n order to make amends for h:i.s old life . Sometimes , 

unfor tunatel:r , ne commi 'C s even more transgressions so that 

t:1e pr ocess must be repeeted many t L _e s (40: 1- 5) . 

LivillB i ndividual s can be cl. nelv to these unfortunate 

souls . .t.'he s tudy of 'l'orah and the p roper recitations of the 

t l essings ce.i.1ses souls to cee.se t h eir transmi(;r~~ tion (6 : 6) . 

Souls v1. ic; have been p ushed away .from their proper compart­

nents may be ~ided by p1~ayer , andL par tic\.llarly by the pr ayer 

of a '1oor uan c.ncl saints (5 : 8 , 10 - 11) , and b- the study of 

Torah i n t h is ~orld (6: 5) . O~e c ert a inly can crea ~e f a vor able 

r es-..il ts for t.1e souls of h is paren to , parents- ir.- la\'/ , and 

Rabbi (35: 3- 4 , ~ ; 80 : 1- 7 ; 86: 4- 5) . 

C. !l!essianic Hope 

l:aidanover 110:!. ... s 0 ·1 t for t:::.e r ighteo".lS t::e -prospect of 

seei~ 'Che 1. csJ illh anci the messia:nic a Ge . One should p ray 

that t !:e re et 1)ti on shou ld come s peea ily (86 : 1) , study the 

u. i t.ies and con cen'l:r&. 1;ions , for thereby one br :!.ni;s about the 

rede .llJtio.1 ( '::5 : 1) , l:indle t!1e Harnulw . .r: .b m9 care:Ully end h e 

, .. i __ __ o:-.:.t l c. ol~ -?"'-l) upoL the lam_y u11icL ,·fill burn in our 'l'em-

ple (9 6 : 7) , recite 11Az Ye.sLir 11 ni th concentration and h e 

will e nor thy of soei11[: tL1e i..es s :Lah crowned (87 : 8 - 9) , as 

:'le \'i:i.11 if he rec i tes "Che 11 .3oflt.; o~. the Sec. 11 \7ith concentra tion 

(50: 5 ) . One\. o prays r;ith concentra tion s.111... a b roken h eart 
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causes t he She ki_m t o croV1n himself with t h e crowns with 

,·1.ai ch God will crown the Messiah (50 : 4 - 5) . ~veryone should 

arise at midnit;ht a na weep over t h e destr-uction of the Temple 

for then he will merit see ing Zion r ebuilt \93: 9 ) . This is 

probably a ce.rry- over or· t .'.le old " l.!ou rners of ~ion11 pra c tise . 

God lives wi th t he i.ies s i ah in a t owe r. The latt er 

rides on a n a ss aui is called p oor (6 : 3 ) . By means of Cabal­

i s uiC inter pre t ::: ti on , Kaidanover d edu ces tba t t t.e redemption 

uill come s peedi ly (8 6 : 1) . 

In the messiani c a [..e , Goa. \ 'I i ll clea n s e t he unclea nliness 

of t he Evil One , a nd pu r Ly tne e ntire earth (89 : 6 ; 102 : 1) . 

God wi ll mal~e Zion and Jerusale:i r ejoi ce , a.."'!d 11 then wi l l our 

::iotl ths be :'ille d r; i th laughter" (86 : 1; 93 : 1) . ','he n the Lies­

sia h comes , a ll of the syna~ogues and h ouses of s tudy will be 

t ransported to Pales tine ~ 72 : 1 1 ) . 'l'he n , too , \I J.11 the r es­

nrro c tion o f t .ne d ead occu r, and t ne saints \/ill even r ise 

with t h eir clot-1'1e s on , f o r t he i r c loth e s we r e n eith e r stolen 

nor rob·teu (63:11 - 1 2 ) . .Lhe o:_l";" h oliday u _'1.i ch t.."'le Jews will 

then celebrate wi l l be Puri .11 (97: 6 ). 

In li is clo :sino cha p ter , Kaidanover gives a d a scr iption 

of t h e i~e - 'Luil t 'J.erJp_e in the time of t..!e ~ ... es s iah: "The 

'-'e .. 1 le r1.:. 1 1 be 15 1i l es l one and l ts ?i1i l es wide, will be br::!. l t 

of re c _ous stones , and thre e walls - - vne of s ilver , g old , 

a nd Jr ec iou- stones - - will en c i rcle i t . Each wa ll wi l l be 

si·: 1i les wi de a n..1 a r ound them will be a fi ery wall with 1488 

to\:er::: of -,1·ecious s "tones . 2 , 003 po ols of runnine, wa t er will 

eai:...na t e r rom under t h e four noun ta i n s of Sino. i , Ca rmel , Tabor, 

and er:i:io •. , ~· )On u i i ch t.t.e Te=iole \7.ill be o nil t. T!le c ity of' 
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J erusalem will be 400 miles by 400 miles . The h eavenly Temple 

wi ll sink down upon the earth to Jerusalem and God will gather 

all Israel to [ ether and ue will all sing a song and r ejoice 

i 1: God" ( 102: 1 ) . 

IV 
The Faith of t h e Individual 

A. The Pr oblem of Good and Evil 

The proble~1 of t oed and evil in the Kab ba-Yasha r seems 

to be crea t l y confused. In the f irs t plac e t _1e wi cked will 

r ecu.i.ve re tribution (1 : 15) , such as l e prosy , woun s u pon the 

fcce (62 : 6) , poverty (56 :1; 64 : 1- 3 ; 14: 5 ) , cnas tisement 

(31 : 28- 29 ) , short life (7 : 17; 39: 3) . Dut on the oth e r hand , 

t-1e wicked may receive a l ong and rich l i f e i n t..1i s wor ld 

(3S : 9- 10 ; 24 : 13; 65 : 2 ) . Kaidanover explains t hi s appa r ent 

contra diction through the fol louing rea ...; ons : t he f t. te of 

t he ~orld may b o hang.n g in t h e balance nhen an ind ividual 

does a deed. At that t i ·'le t _e world is half innocent and 

iia.lf cuil ty . Therefore , even t h ou.ch a wicked .:.a does a 

!'.li zwah , h e i s rewa rded for ~lav ing saved t s1e world (65: 2) . ~ome-

tiue s t h e merit of 'cile f t. t hers protects ~hem (39 : 16 ; 81 : 1- 3 ) . 

I t is als o true t.nat an :i.ndividual will receive c ood in t his 

worlu for h is \'1ickeaness 1 ~1 order tba \; h e mJ.!..Y be dri ven away 

f rom t i1e v1orld to come (22: 9 ) . Still , .r..a.idanover maintains 

th.at God u i ll g r ant the wishe s of a r i(;hteo·1s . .an , h is \7ork 

\7ill p r o sper , a nd h e rlill merit lor..c l i fe (9: 15 ) . 

Trust in God is repai d \11th a .gr e · t re\lard (8 :16) . On 

t he ot her hand , one v1_10 t r u sts LT) God , s u ch as a. sain t , may 

be c:.iastised in this worL ... i n order t h.a. t he ..la y i nhe1·i t the 
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~orld t o come (22 : 9A or as a resul t of chastisements of 

l ove (62:7; 59: 3 - 4) . One must be very ca r e i'ul co a ccept 

cb.es tisements of love and to g:tre thari..ks to God for what­

ever h e does to you, s ince everything that God d oes is for 

t he best (36 : 10; 18 : 2- 3; 8 : 14; 31: 33- 34; 79: 9- 10 ; 51:4-5; 

31: 3 ; 59 : 3- 4 ; 28 : 12- 20) . Chastisements of l ove , h owever , 

appea r onl y i n p l a c es whe r e they cannot be seen by oth er 

people { 62 : 7) , a nd one to \'lho J anything :b..a s he.ppened shou ld 

a.rouse vod ' s mer cy an d k i ndnes s thr ough r epentan ce , p r ayer, 

antl charity {28 : 12- 20 ) . 

On e i s unable to apprecia t e all of the miracl e s which 

God perf orms fo r u s even though v e may r egaru it a s s ome tr:ing 

harmful {8 : 12- 13) . Horr r r eatl y , t.1-ie n , sh o·.l d one who li...as 

received 0 oodne ¥s a nd a bundance ~rom ~od r aise Him a nd not 

co. :plain , a nd do good d eeds (lo : 11; S t; : 11 ) . 

Ir: ti~ tel - c amec ted wi th t.1is prob.!.e!il is t h e o_· e con­

cerning r i ch e s and poverty . A l!lan uho is p oor s h ou ld tru.•t 

i n &od and accept his l ot in love as atonement for h is sin 

{36 : 1:3- 9 ); l;e sh ou l d also be c onfident t:ha t 5ood ti es nill 

c o~.1e (o : l 8 ; 9 : 11- 12) . Yet poverty bas nany advante.Ges . 

~b- pru;er of a poor person i s r ecei ved fir s t bv God and 

nal:es ot:~cr 9eo _.:ile ' ~ pra y e r a ccep tal:le (27 : 9- 12; 50 :1 , 3; 

l_. : 11) . -=>i ncc hea·.ren l o"es a poor .1an {7 : 16 ) , w _e n one i s 

'::> :?~.,.,.::.l"'-t; , one .:;ho l u simula t e c. 0 001"' ma:1 {27 : 12) . The o oor, 

: :"cide n tally , ~!·e t he caus e of ou r ;J.avin[.; a portion i n &od 

e. .. C. .in ~::.is '.1.'orah (50 : 3) . .1. he poor man is c onsidered e. d e a d 

':10.D - n t !"'.i s \'IOl'l d { 9 : 1 2 ) , be cause :·e \;ill : .a re El doutled 

r er:ard in the r.orl d to co:..1e (~ t> : 7 ) . 
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Riches has its danger (7:3- 4 ), and its responsibilities . 

One shou l d no t be proud \7 : 3- 4 ; 79: 9-10) , gree~y (24:3,15) , 

t oo over joyed (74 : 5 ) . lie sh oul ci pu t his 1:1ealth to g ood u sage 

such as cha ri ty and benevol Ence (25 :7), and shou ld rratch 

over the poor since they are close t o God (91:1). 

B. The ~ecessity f or Prayer 

There a re nlany aids to the proper performance of p rayer. 

\7hen on e p rays h e s h ou ld do it wi th pleading a nd conc entra­

t ion (57: 2- 3; 53:1; 7 : 16; 61:4; 63 :13; 8; 4; 20:1,3 ; 21 : 8 ; 

59: 2- 3 ; 8 : 9 ; 36:17 ; 18 :16 ; 5 :13; 50 : 8 ; 1U0: 3 ; 30: 18; 3 : 7 ; 

70: 2 ; 8 : 10, 4-5; 87 : 8; 80: 9 ; 5: 20 ; 50: 4-5; 23 :14; 49:5; 

41: 6- 7 ) . A broken h eart, crying , and tear s are also very 

eff icacious (50:4-5; 8 : 9 ; 63 : 4 ; 7:16; 37:16 ; 48 : 3 ; 31: 12- 22; 

61: 4 ; 27:12 ; 12 :1-3; 74:10 ; 68 : 6; 47: 4 ; 33: 14; 23 : 13; 66: 21 ). 

Or:e s noul- pr ay with a \'bole heart a nd s el::.'- abe.ndonment (23 : 13 ; 

63: 3-4 ; 23 :7; 63: 8- 9) , ~nd one shou l d wn ile prayL~c k eep out 

of ~i s . .ind ever other t.._ouc:;.lit {2 : 13; 8 : 4 - 5 , 9 ) . Repentance 

i.efore prayer is a r·reat asset {12: 9 ; 49:1; 55: 2 ; 48 : 5- 6 ; 

1 : 11; 08: 6 ; 77 : 3) . 'l'his matter of repentar_c e is quite i.m­

por tan t to i-aidanovcr , and h e oe s to c re:..i. t lenrths t o point 

o~i t '!!i.rio·.ls for n;s of l)eni tence sucr!. a s fe. 3 t in& (12 : 5 ) , and 

!.'lock e ::e c·..: tic.-.s (48: 5- 6) . - here a:. e o the r helps to pr ayer: 

.. ot to s it i:mxt t o a wi c::ed person (11 : 16 , 20 ; 49 : 6 ) , wash ing 

t:'1e :1ancis before pre.~: iL.[ a .ci hc:...viq; one ' s b ody clean (20 : 3 ; 

l l : 1 - 12, 1 5), rec i t :..ng t: e m:.oes of Go:.. 1 s u~. :.. 'ties bef ore 

:;n·a:ri::~ (5 : 13, 16) , l i fti n g up : ne 1s !'12.nds a-C t he ti.:ie of 

) ra:; e1 ' "'~' ..nentio:1ing the meri ts of t h e fat!lers (20 : 3 ; 

o6 : 5 ; 7~ : 6-o) , an:i :pra-·inr at a f a vor eble tioe -- the ::iorninb 
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when one pu~s on his tallit katan (11 : 5; 31:1-5; 85: 2- 4) . 

So, too , there are many hindrances t oward proper praying. 

One should not e at or drink befor e t he mornin[ prayers 

(61 : 2 , 4 ). Overeating and overdrinkin g ( 61:3; 87:5; 49:4-5; 

75: 1- 3) , ~ecit:.ng aie •s prayers rapidly and with ou t concen­

tration (8 :11-12 ; 34 : 1- 21; 37:13-15), uncleanliness (46:1-2; 

13: 2- 5 ), pride and cursing one ' s f ellow (66: 2- 4 ; 7 : 30) , 

pollution ( 6v : 3 ) , being too gr eatly ir.t eres ted in business 

matter s (11 : 4; 66:20 )h1ding one ' s s i ns· and not doine re­

pen tance for them {49: 6- 7 ), speaking a gr eat deal (2 : 13 ), theft, 

and r obbe r y (46: 4 ; 38 : 19), shatn.ez in one' s clothes {46: 3) , 

no~ studyi ng before pr ayer (99: 7 ), int errup t ing one ' s prayer, 

and i'oreii.;n t a oughts whiJLe praying (8 : 2; 50 : 6; 100: 3 ; 41 : 9-lOj 

37:13- 15; 75:1-3) f In f act, t her e a1:e 24 thin. s which prevent 

r epentance and thereby make pr ayer W'l.accep table (43 : 1- 2) . 

The ac t of pray er itse l f must be properly perl orme d . If 

one is in t he synat:;oQle , he sho-.: ld turn hi s :'ace towar d on e 

of t he r;:::. lls while r ayins . On a jour ney , he sho~~ln t u rn to 

a t ree (5U : 6- 8 ). One shoul o. r emove e:npty vessel .... :i.·r·o:m the 

table at t~e ~i~e t hat one say s t1 e ~race (64 : 15, 18 ). D.l.ri.Wg 

t11e Shemona Es r e , on e shoul...!. lo\'/er h is ~lee.d a Ld s t and wi th 

... . ..!. ... feet togethe r (57:3-'.l ; 50 : 6; a : l) . One shou l a be sure 

to ree l t e tne 11 Oh Loi-.. ... , open :.ry l.:~n: " before t he Shemona 

2s:L'e (3J : l) . \'hile rec :..ting tne ·n.e ..i.u s ha , 0_10 shou l d l if t one ' s 

eyes to heaven (41 :1 ) . On e ::::10·.:l u l'e ci t e the l ;) r:ords of tile 

v1s:ntabbah i 1: one u t t eran ce (5u : 5- b) . One shoula be ca r ei'u l 

to r ecite ev e~- one of tne 246 words of t h u :r:ema ( 51 : ~-.:>) . 

,.. t .. f1e tLle -chat one r ecites a Piyyut , it is c;ood to ha ve in 



--109-

mind the name of its a u th or (86: 4) . At the Sh ema Aol enu one 

must conf ess his s i ns and repent for them. One mus t »ecite 

the Song of Thanksgiving every day (18 : 1 - 2) . One l:..lUSt recite 

t~'ll'ee t imes da ily the secti on dealing u ith incense (59 : 10) . 

One sho' tld mentio11 the de s l;ruc t ion of t he Temple (82 : 3 - 4) . 

One shou l d stand on his t'eet l'fhile he rec ites t he Kiddush 

(75 : 1 - 3) . One shou l a b e very ca reful to reci ~ e 11Amen, may 

•i s t;ree. t name , etc . 11
, when one says t he Kaddish (4: 6; 80 : 9 ; 

45: 5- 13 , 15 ; 93: 4 , 6- 9 ; ao : 8-~ ) . One s hoa ld never take prayer 

li5htly !'or there are no subs ti tutes for i t (8: 6 - 8 ) . \/hen 

one becins to p1a y , he ~hould s~d with f ea r and tre~bl~ng 

(38 : 2- 3) . 

There ai.re many things tha~ p eople can pray for : to ward 

off the evil i..clinu tion c.nt. every sort of sin (1 : 23; 77 : 8 ) , 

for t·~e q ality of humil:i.ty ( '1: 16 ; 43: 20) , for repentance 

(58 : 9) , for 2elive ra_,ce for h i nself and a ll Isra el (94 : 2 ; 

13:11; 71 : 13 ) , for s ale jour ney (24 : 2 , 4-~ ) , fo r an e a sy death 

(57 : ~-7) , ..L·or one ' s child that !!e silcr•ld b e r i ,snteous (17 : 9 ) , 

fo1· the j oinin:, of :is SO\.t l with God when one c;oes to s leep , 

c.r.d for the r aturn of it in the .norn::.ng (57 : 2) , for del iverance 

f r o .• 1 a plac.,-ue (59 : 9 ), ove r the ti.e truction of the Temple (94: .i: ) , 

overt~~ pa rtic tler qual ities end personalities of a reli~ious 

ho.!. L ay (97 : 1- 4 , 6 ; 98: 5 ) , for h is dead par ents and r.ab ... i (19: 4; 

71 : : ; 65: 6 ; 86 : 4- 5 ) , for tile .::!lrtyrs wno u ied i n the y ear 

5ouo (S7 : b ) . In short , \':henever a oo ... i;hou ht occu:-s to 

~ -:a!! , t e shoul .i no\: th ... t it is n favor e.ble time for prayer 

(7l : E.- l l) . 

One :::iou l d p1'ay every da- , o.nd sh ou ld recite the ev .mi ng 
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and morning Shemona Esre , ar.d the eveni.nc ann morninf; Shema 

(50: 4 ; 67 : 3) . Some of t i..e prayer s \'/.1.1.i c11 h e s hou l d recit e 

are : Psalla 78: 38 -- three 'ti~es daily (33 : 1- 3) , a special 

ornyer t or confess i on of s i ns (27 : 15) , a morni ng prayer 

(1 : 19; 55 : 3- 6; ll: l - 3) , a pr ayer t .at one ' s prayer may be 

receiv e d properl y (5: 12), a praye r upon leavinc tne hou se 

(1: 23 ) , one sh ou ld pray daily ? salms 103 and 104 , and after­

nar d s :;. praye r fo r f'orr iveness ( 3~ : l d ) . Eve ryo"1e shou l d re-

cite 11 Lluy 'l'ho·· b r ing u s fro_1 p ea ce to peace , etc . 11 (19 :10 ) . 

One ~hould l' ec it e t h e ·l'en Cornillandmen ts of l)eu ta ranomy at 

1!iCht , and 'tho se of E -:odus durJ16 the day (55 : 2- 3) . '.L'here 

a re certt. i n biblic~l pa sse. l. es ,, h i ch shoul d be remembered 

i:ie tA·1 ee:::'l the daily p r ay ers ( 60: 2- 3 ) . 

T~e J1a 't'te r of t h e a cceptance or re j ec tio:n of p ray ers by 

L;od l·ives !.aidhnover rea.; c oncern . One shonld pray _ that 

God rece i vo :t.:. s ";):!.~eyer (45 : 2 ) . Prayers for rep entance (5 : 14; 

'7: 30 ; 1 : 10 ) , th1:; .nor .. ~ ~ p:-:;•e r s l. d5 : 5 ) , confe s sion of sin 

(11: 6- l J ) , are a.cce~table to uod . A poor . .an 1 s p rayer i s 

·r eatl y va l u e d (5: 8 ), a s 1a tha t of a s c:"..11t (5 : 10 , 6- 7 ) . If 

cr:o 1 s :)r ayors a r e a ccep'ted , uo_ ...:ake ... a cro\·m o · t o:f them 

for ~.i. s h ead •, 3 : ·/ ) , a ·1d od s i ov1s 1-is ·rea t k :Irl.ness in that 

r1:. r.:. one pr o.7er, an i L.divid al may m8.ke ac c ep tacle all of 

his i'o r-..ierl~-r unaccep table o r u.yors 1. 8 : 6 ) . One \·;hose pr aye r 

__ ot a c cepted s o ·ld not be dis co·lra ged (63: 2) , but if 

:::.~ )rar e r is rejected bocc.use of his bad de eds , 1 t i s better 

" :...t e die (3..> : 2) . On v \/:~o ... e p r ayers a.re o.c cepted and 

s.ns\,1.; r e d shoulu n u ;; bo hau[;ht:r o r t l· ink that t l:i.S i s proof 

of l...1e fee t t hilt he is ~ r i .... teo~ s ua.~. (6;) : 1) . 
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c. The Necessi ty for lliZ\1ot 

:.:i Z\'iOt a. re vc r;.- il:l.portant for the i r ... i v id iE:. l because 

.ia.n is ju..J.ge d on the cs.sis of i s d e eds 65 : 3 ; 6 6 : 21; 3 : 6 - 8 ; 

3o : 22 ; 71 : 15) . God crea ted .nan on ear th for the sake of doing 

.n:mo t (:i. : l l ; 45 : 4) , and t :_erefore , they a re belove d by Cod 

(21 : 7 ; 50 : ~ ; 16: 10) . 1$.'vecy ..uizwa:_ shm~.:...d be per f or-_:eC. for 

the s ake of God (le : l 5 j; every ~ember of the body dep ends 

upon wne of the 248 positiv e n izv:-ot (oO: l); t h & v e ins d e p end 

~o:: the 365 n et;a ..;ive miZ\70 t l51 : 3 ) . If one has not fulfi l led 

all of the t o. ry!:.. uizwot , one u _ll "'\S.v e to su ffer transmic r ation 

(40 : 1 ; e0 : 3) . ,..a:i.:- o ... Ll:le r1 i c ked i \,;ehin o11 a re tnere b e-

cs.u.3 e t ile :r despised cer t~i niznot ( 6 t : 1 6- 1 :3 ) . One ' s z_nble 

niz ·, t '! .1-_y deternL .. e t;1e .fa te of I s1•ael e.n ..... t 1e world ( b : l e ; 

'-5 : 2) . "" O..!. . c.tchc s ove:- t .e perso~ and the D:·on e1•ty o f those 

·:. o o l:o Der.-·o r ::-? a ::iz . .'a.b. ({5 : 1 5 ; 27 : 22- 2 7 ) , and one aven r e ­

ce.:.v es m.ir ac_e _ for do."n! t.:e.!! ( ..., : l o ) . Chere are mc.ny reua.rds 

f ._ r :Jerfo:.·!"Ji:::~ tL::i:o·~ : they d eliver one f r o:..'1 an evil decree 

(v6 : 1 2- 2lj , they ci.ecor .... t:. e tl: e ... o ~. l anti "te ... t .:._-- to one ' s r:'... t;ht-

'30 cne ss before t l:.e .1eavonl~;- . e<; uL (1 : 2 ; 7 1_. : 7 - o ; 1 4 : 6- 7 ; 

lu : 2 t ll; 1 S: 2 ; 96 : 5 ; 71 : 15 ) , the; e.re t r E-!: sfor ..:e d ::... to c..!l ols 

.. :.c.t ·.:;estif:- i one ' .:: Le:1-l.i.' l l 4 : c - 7 ; {2: 0 ; S v : 5 ) , jjhey Leco .. 1e 

a · .ol : .. s · ir:'... t aLd lead oi.e i:1-co the .... arden of Ede n (14 : tJ ; 

t l : lv, , the-; ::.:a.ke t _.e 4oer to be joined 'r:rf ..a:1y s ou ls e.nd to 

be:; _elded f r o .. 1 evil ( u : l - b ; (5 : lo , 4; 1 1:: : 1) , the y join 

l e 1 z so 1 r1 i t h the sut..l c~ t."-le sain \, ar.d the y :na.ke a cloak 

::o-: ·:is so 1 (21 : 1 1 ; 2L : '.) , the:- :1··.nble :..illi t {~5 : 2-3 ) , they 

c~~<.:;c .... le t -..er to sparl:le ·..;.po:-. one ' ~ .L'o reh ead ( 22 : .., ) , they 

ca"t;sc the s:prea ..... of· e_v'Jnl -,. ·r;.ol n e s s (100 : 3 ; 6 : 5 ) . One r1ho 
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performs a mizv1a h d oubles his reward ( 62 : 5 }. 

The neelect of a mi.zwa h may cause litt le ch ildren t o 

die 4 o: _l) , cause the heavenly Bet Di n t o p · t one in Herem 

(34:1-21 ), a nd o ther t ... eavy punishments (96 : 7 }. One mus t not 

despise t h e .mi z ot of p reparing the mazot (90 : 2) , the mzwah 

of l: indling the Hanukah lamps l 96 : 7 ) , or that of oreparin r.:: the 

Sukka proper ly (95: 4 ). 

\Taen a man t h i ::::s of a. oiz~·:ah t o pe r f orm, ho shou l d p er-

f orm i t ( 40 : ~ ; 35 : 11; 1 8 : 14; 21 : 7 ; 64 : 16) . vne s houl a do the 

:::rl.zr. a.h \71tb concent r atio:i {lv : l 5 ; 53 : 1 ; 90 : 5- 6 ) . But l.he 

.:iizwah mus t be pe r f or med. pr operly . One ,. c re j oi c es on a 

:1oliday .. :us t c;i v e a. portion to t :te p oor ( 87 : 2- 3 J . One sh ou l d 

re j 1..;_ ce over c. mi zwa.h bu t shoulu. n ot ove r do it (68 : 7 ; 73:15 ; 

Q':." • - ) ... v . - • At a cir cunc is::.o:i. , on e s ::1ou ld _12.v e pr ep- r ed ~ vessel 

ful l of ea rth :.r. ,.; 'lich t o cas t the f oi ·e s kin , and .1B.v e a chair 

r ea d..- for £.: lijc;. __ (7 3 : u , l o) . At a me al celeor a t inG a m.i.zwah , 

cne ·:ru~t r e ci ce ior a , ... : cl ave :.:. .:-oor person p re s ent (87 : 4 ) . 

(!'!e :ms t no t ":e ,-r-u.dt;e t he f o od \:nich 'le ._·i ·es t o ~ha i; p oor 

~n ( l CJ : l '±) . Pe 09le \1ho a r e Jn ·a r ed i n d o:..ns mizr10t s hou l d 

no t speak slL:.nder·ous l y , cl ::i.;p::emo s l y , or sco1•n!'u l ly 3 : 4 ) . 

One :.:us t never prevon J ~ne ther i nd ividual from do in , a 

.. ti.:: ·;:an , i'or t .1ls i s on e of t•' e 24 t h i nt. s \'l •• i ch p reven t re-

cn tan c e (42 : 6- 43 ; 43 : 23- 24 ) . Ins t ead , one shoul d stir up 

t• .. c _·s to ~1 erforn the. t mi Z\01..ti1 (64 : 1 , ) • 1.1.'his see!US t o he.v e 

Leen i:.2. idanover ' s pur _Jos e i n he _n~ e .phasi zed r.ian;r of t h e 

l:..t-.;lc lc~orm a nd li tt.!.e .lone !UZ\7o t (:nt r otu.c t i on ) . 

$0_:-ie of t ... 1e .... 1i Z\ifot \01..i c:1 K.ai danov e r e..lp>a.s i ze s l::.re : 

a. cco~')an--ing a Jewi ~.1 r-:!..rl a.!lcn~ n on- Jer;s 75 : 4- 6 ) , havi ng 
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a ~ezuaa and k eeling it clean (46: 10- 11) , payir...g attention t o 

~le ...'.latter of zizit and t he pr oper kin~ of tephillin (66:16- 16 ; 

63: 10 ; 46 : 11) , obs e rvinr; circumc is ion (73 : 8 , 15, 10 - 11 ; 93: 

--1~} , studying Torah ( 5~ : 5 ; 60 :1) , sanctifi ca tion of t!le new 

:i.oon ( 60 : 1 ) , ta kin& pa r t in a burial ( 31: 10) , re buking 

~ in.-ers 5:1; 62 : 6- 11; 20: 6 ; 62:12- 13, 1- 3 ; 3 : b ; oO:ll; 20: 9) , 

re joicil:.g o!1 tt.e Sabba tl: e.:.c.:. observin.:; it 21·operly (75 : 1) , 

b"..lr denin._ oLe s elf with all of the aspects of: Passover 

(~~ : 3-6; 90: 1- 3 , 5 - 8 , 10 ; 91:1) , Hanukah {96: 2- 6) , Pur im 

99 : 7-10~ Sukkot (95:~-4 ) . ~leans~~~ one ' s hand~ a~d body 

is a very ~mpo:'t:..!:t mizwr;.!:1 particule.rly in c ... nnec tion u i t h 

e:..vin~ and sleep:.nt; {1;, : 1 1 6 , 9 ; 12 : ~ ; 87: 6- 7 ; 8,5 : 2 , v ,10 ; 

;:'1 : 1 ; 90 : 5 ) . J.:he recitatio~; o_· [:. sectio::: C.eal ir..r with sac -

. .. . e 0 S r ...... + ,,, r ( 5 • 7 C) -l.t -~Sa ...,_;z· .. a}". t:o Cl.,_ist:_i"C'c:-...i.·~ s .a.· :" - - :!.C S 1. _ •• )0- .....:.!1v ..., . - ..., • - - -"(;.') ' ... 

~ .e z;raves v f t. e sain -~~ i ! i;:1e cemetery ( 71 : 1 ) , and t o r:ia..:e 

a feast a-.; ri ich t:ie poo~ s.re i r-vited fo:' cir c·· .. m1cisio1 , uet-

rct·-~ 1 , =ia. rr:..~ e , ~n~ bs.:' ...1:'.'-Zr.7 .' (10 : 1- 2; - 1 : 8- 10) . :i'!le 

- 1 ·~ vo : -.i:>; .::iO : ..... ) • 

:t is a "'11::::' .. £.h -.:o fl...ave ch.:.ldren and t._e c irth of e child 

s:.o :.J. st .lul. .. te ·the pa:'ents to do .I"urthe r n iZ\.ot ( .:.io : 5 ; 

2<.. : o) . :'he 2. c ;; of in'tercourse is a. 1:tl::-.-:t.h ( c7 : 2 ; 1 1 : G- 9) • 

. .. e ' ' _o _ iv~s c.-:a r _ ~ to t~e "J OO!' , or shelters the:i , feeds 

·.:!•c.vell e:. s ar.d aids t .. · ose Y:hc f i e cht.:'i ty i s p e1rforming a. 

__ :· ... ~ tl\ : 1.3 ; 9 : ..J - 1 0 , -~-14 ; 6-= : - ; 20 : \,.. - S ; 18 : 1~~ -lf ; 43 : 25) . 

:;: .. .i. s a ; roe. t: !:t.L.: ah to s ti:.dy t;:ie U-"'li .. i e s ( 1:5·1) 1, and un en 

.... 6 oes o·J t 01: -ct.c :; ;;rec t .:. .fter t L G .:or :-.:.:-.£ j ra.:;;ers , ;:;e should 

e:.lr:a:-s t _- i : : eoout ..:!iz .. c. t (85 : 4) . - --ti:ic is a tai zwah (49: 2- 3) • 

. ::e;e:·J O!le J ts ~n _:::..s c l o ... . 1es , :i.e s ho·•ld ~oncentrnte upon 
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the mi Z\"1ah of not wearing kilayi~ and sha'Cllez (63: 10). 

One for v1h om God ha s, done someth ing wonderful shou ld 

haste to perf orm a mizwah (18 : 5-10 ) . Those ,.,h o stay up 

at night to p erform a miznah are sh0\7n v1onderful things 

(73: 3) . One should consume !lis time in performing 11 gemilut 

hasadim11 (83: 1 2 ), and should hasten to per.:'orm any mizwah 

wh ic11?e ople are loath to do {64 : 5) . On e s r ou ld accustom 

::Lr.self to study the taryag mizrrnt (53 : 6) , and sh o,:ld con -

stantly admo.ii s ~ h is chi l d ren and h is hoti.sehold to :fulfill 

t h em (58 : 7 ) . 

D. Emphasis u p on Piety 

Kaidanover is intere sted in ma.kins p eople p ious , and that , 

he states , i s why he wrote t he Kab ha-Ya sll::r (Introduction) . 

T.;~ per_'ect hla n i s one w •• o does :-ood deeds , Jursues r i ghteou s -

ness a nd kindne s s , v1._o believes i n God , \7ho aoe ~ repentance 

pr orip t l y , and \ '1. o prepa r es ; i •nself for j u .... GI11ent day (22 : 10- 11; 

47 : 1; 4 :1; ~4 : 12-13 ; 60 : 10 ; 1 : 6 ; 4d : 6 ; 8 : l u ; 77 : 8 ; 3 2:1; 1 6 : 4 ). 

: e is t he on e w.1ose whole l i fa and ::eart se ... ves God (53:1; 

4 : 1; 21 : 1 2 ; 1 : 1 6 ; 40 : 2) . l :e a ccu stoms !:i.1Self t o look upon 

:101:; t !1in s and ·.1por. t h e worl:s of' heaven (40 : 6 ; 2 : 11; 74 : 5) . 

Ee foa :rs punishment for s:i.n (61 : 11 ) , and \7ill keep away from 

eve r:_rthl n t:> wn i ch make s on e unclean (17) , and l'1·om the wick ed 

t u: :u; 20: 8- 9) . To h i1 f s t in,_ is a n a id (&9 : 5 ; 1 2 : 5 - 7) • 

. n laws and miz·1·1ot are i !ll!JOrtuit to hi=i (43: 12) . lie de l i ghts 

i n hol.i..ness ~ nd cleanli ness (12 :9) 11 and turns hi..: se l f auay 

f1•0::: the s i n of' prid e ( 7 : 3) . Every pious man prays t hat tlhen 

his ti ie co ... ; es to die , ands of t .. e righ teous may come for 

(79: 5) . He i s even intere s t ed i n ml.lkinf others meritorious , 
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a~d h e constantly prLys that 'tne wick ec s houl d r epent 

( 5 : 11 ; 20 : 6 ) • 

i1he &r eatest form of p:e ty , h oweve r, is one ' s carrying 

o;: :iis b'..:sine ss !:on e s tly (52 : 8 ; 100: 3 ). because of pre ssure 

of life i t s elf , in order to be p iou s , following God ' s path 

is ccns iuere~ suffici en t (21 : 7) . 

The truly pi ous man is ca llee a saL~t (78: 8 ; 20 : 6 ) , and 

!le i s !la.pp;r because lrod watches over '"lim ( 60 :10 ; u : l 6 ; 21:15) . 

T.::1e q:.;.ali ty of ;e :•fe e t ion is the best rank o'f}ell, and one who 

possesses this q:ial.ity will be \iortlr- of si-cting in t he tent 

of :1eave~. after death (100 : 1- 2) . 

Kaidanover g~ ves us a r. ord of caut i on about pe ople who 

a:·e -coo p io·..is . One s_.,_ou l ;.t no v d educ e "Cna -c an im .. i v i dual i s 

a ~~ous :ian i.'ro:n 'the fa c t .:r~ 't ~e prays ,·::. t. . c n cent ra ti on 

a!~d oes :.:.bout all de .. :- \.ea1·i -C ,.,e ~hill!.n, because one doe s 

_o : . .:::ow W!U'.t i s a ctually i· his e:::r t (52 : 1 - 3 ) . 

h . .Eb::>hs.sis upon ::orali ty 

As \:e {'_ave seen , ,?iecy entails ~orc:.l it:r . vne 1 s relc. tions 

.. .. J J... 

•1 - ""--- one 1 ::: f ellon- man I?IUs t be .1oral . One sho·:.lC. not quarrel 

t :.s : 2) , tr..;.r~ o: speak bad t .in ·s <...bout ~is f3 llo'1 \55 : 1) , 

. :£.::o trouble , !:a -ce , or slander _:is fe.lloYT ( 7 : 14) . One s hould 

:.~ · eY-n ~rouble any J.::v :.n ' croatc.1.re (u3 : 1- 1U; l v : 4. ; 60 : o- 9) . 

e :ust Le ~u.~ble (20 : 12; 1 :15 ; 65 : ~ ; 1 : 6 ) , and be care.t'ul not 

-;c -?er.:.: Ll::=.s_Jtemously ( 60 : 2 j . n e sho .l e: never flatter the 

;-;_c.ed (c2 : _:- 1. .. J . ::e shouL.1. deal .:- .. dl;- uith t:."le poor (24: 13) • 

. e s::.oL:ld !'!Ot utter va:'.. _ oams and oaths in t;:;neral (56: 4,9 ) . 

: 1:: !'.l0..4i:...;. and . e.:. rt .... :1ou.lu s peak t..11.e ..:ia:~e t _-lr..g l 6 l : c ; 5 :16J . 

Ir: se::-..:al ::iat~e-··s , h e s_:.oul...!. b e .. 1ode si; (1? : 4 , o ) , should not 
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look upon unclean things or stranc e wome n (2 : 2- 3, 7 , 9 - 10 , 13) , 

turn away from t1horing ( 69 : 10; 24 : 10 ) , and s hould endeav or to 

keep f ree from pol~ution (22 : 1 ; 68 : 4 - 5 , 6 , 8 - 10 ; 58 : 1 ; 2 : 4 - 6; 

17 : ~ ; 69: 1 0 ) . he must be very moral in money mat ers ( t:> :l7 ). 

He shoild pay cl os e attention to e v ery one of his transg ressions 

becau :e no transgres sion i s a light matter s in ce it le ads to 

the c ol!lr.liss i on of .further transgr essions (55 : 1 ; 1 : 12; 4 2 : 1 - 2 ; 

1 6: 2- 3 ; '7 : 1 8 ; 24 : 5 ; 8 0 : 7 ) . A part of ~oralit7 is the study 

of 'i'orah, !)a.yin attent i on t o one \ '1c o t e u ches the path of 

rit;Ilte ousne .s , and t n e fear of' uoo. 60 : 25 ; 80 : 7) . In one ' s 

r olig i ou s moral i ty , every a ction of lli s 1 1 · i n g day pl ays a 

part. '.l'he f:L'.. i de , ther efore , to t rue ?!lorcli ty i s t his r~.le : 

"One should alwa~.rs t h ink to hi self that God s e es e ve rything; 

~~er~fore, one s h o ld not do any shane f'ul a ct , even i f no 

one is ¥/a t ch i ilG !li 11
11 

( 79 : 9 ) . 

F . ~one J.l!t erestinG Religi ous Cus toms 

Ka:.danove r 0 1-.;os u s r:. :Ji c \:., re of some of t h e i n terestint; 

:·el:'..c _ous custo!!l.S and ceremonies w_ ic ..i \'Jere performed in 

.:is da:· . une of ti1ese v1as to blm., tee shofar 30 day s be i'ore 

Ros .1 ·as:rn.ne.h , on t ne : ir.., t of Elul , as a siGne.l r.b.a t me 

heaven l y :,e t Din is t iv i nt t he i r:.d.ividual t i I!le to repent , a nd 

t!"le r .. b • to l·e =iove t h e .JV:l.l d ecr ee . \T.o.e :J t he s hofar ,·;as b l own , 

) i o, s oe o )le \:ou ld t u r n theu selves towo.rd a. \"1all , a nd re c ite 

' _o::- , ::·_n· \7h o sits , etc . 11 a.nu t h e "Thirteen . ttributes ." 

_'!1en ea ch i n dividual wou ld s eek t o s ti r up t .e Lec rts of h i s 

fe llows i or d e r t o c et the~ t o rep~nt , a nd to correc~those 

Y1:10 •. ! the:-,· had s e e . err , 4 ..i : l , 4) . 
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In Poland , it waw t~e c~stom for the congregation to 

rise before their Rabbi. Be , in turn , would raise a book 

before t hem so that t he congregation shoulL be ris i n g be­

fore t he book, and not befor e him (54: 5) . 

The children and wife and the close r e lat ives wer e re­

:noved f r om t h e r oom of a dying man (1S: '7) . 

On Purim, many lamps TI e re k ndled in th e synag ocue so 

i.,ha t it shou l ..... be !":11 of 11c;b.t \99: 6 ) . ?eople practised 

the cus tom o_ beatin g a Fa.man- clapper whenever the name of 

F.awa.n was men tioned ( 99: 10 ) . In Poland pe ople would :9'1.! t on 

a r:~ite shirt and v1hi te pant. s before rea d ing the i egill a 

(99: G) . 

I n preparation for Pas sover , everyone w ... e ther he was the 

hai:oi or t n e leader 0£ t h e coa:nuni ty, had to d r au wa ter :for 

!1is mazot !1.:....1self . SoJJe \1ou l d co~t ol: t 22 le tters r epr esen­

lir::; t :ie l etters of the ?orah , a s they pour e c. t h e \78. ter us ed 

:'.'01· .uakin t: the mazot f rom a small vessel into a lar ger vessel. 

I1 one u ere olu or \:ekk, h e Y1ai ted at his door until people 

br onr;ht him tho water for t . e mazot , and then ~e wou l d ca r ry 

it i :r.t.o h. s O\n: house . 'l'hc drawing of iK .. ter for :D2.Zot 

..; :-. .; ..... i. eo. ::any o t :ier e l c.bora-ce rep!:.r~ t i ons (.:39 : 4 - 5 ) . J ews 

v:oi.:l::l scr ape t heir table s , chair s , and nalls i n pr epara t io::i 

.1.or ?as sov er , so i..ho.t t :1erc vrnu la. be n o l eave:- ed stuf f i n 

,,_ eir :louses ( 89 : ;,,) . J:!e neve;.· ;.·e c i te _ t he s:1ema d .iri!:.g 

: .. _e ... i. st nights of Pas ~ v ur l ~0 : 10 ) . ..h en ~ne ree.ch e d the 

· l ac e i n t h e . !a r a da : "And that v;nic s t ood for our father s 

a:~d for c s , 11 e lifted up Li s c·.l_J un ti 1 the reading of : "And 

-c. 0 :ioly une , Ll e:; se . be :"le , elive r ed. u s fr<l!?l. their r_.ands " 

(90 : S) . 
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