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I 
The intersection of Jewish law and ethics in traditional 
literature reaains a aurky area as most writers on Jewish ethics 
have pref erred to substaRtiate their clai.Jls by citations fro• the 
Bible or rabbinic aggadnh. There are f.ew studies indeed in which 
tbe ethical iaplications of halakhic literature are explicated. · 
Portunately_the Talaudic 1Dcyclopedia now aakes it ppf:lllj..ble for 
students--wHO have not grown up ' in the world of the tialaJchah to 
find all the major relevant sources on a given topic as well ~s 
to have the editors' introducti~ to the weaning of the basic 

~ terms and major relevant themes. This confluence of problem and 
resource made possible this unus~al study. 

For all the high est1aate of geailut basadl• in rabbinip aggadab 
and· cont~mporary writing, no one has ever ~offered a very clear 
understanding of what the term means, as the varying translations 
of the term in<iicate. Being herself a person of great •oral 
sensi ti vi ty and concern, as well llB desirous of learning how 
classic Jewish insights could help us work out our own ethical 
responsibility, Amy decided to pursue this res,arch. This took 
considerable bravery on her ··part for despite 'her fine academic 
record, our curricul.WR does not prepare one to work with the 
fullest range of halakhic texts . Bowed but not broken by the 
difficulties she encountered,• she persevered and emerged trium­
phant. 

Carefully coliecting the legal texts , she studied a.nd analyzed 
. not' only the dir~tly relevant passages but their contexts . · she 
... thus had a splendid if- daunting . introduction to the history and 

procedures of Jewish jur.isprudence. · She finally determined . that 
a the•atic approach would best expoeae her findings. She first 
points put the sense in which the halakhic masters consider gdi lut 
basadig actional, that is, requiring specific acts as is common in 
such literature. Yet .e.lready here there was no consistency in what 

• was required thougl:l tlearly there waa a "faaily resemblance." Bu~ 
aany of the sages rather treat the theae, even as law, . as more a 
aatter o( character than of specific duty. This led an to certain 
specific topics: the lillits of an apparently un).iaited obligation, 

' its status as · d90raita or aidirohhnnan, and its close ~elationship 
--- to the duty of tzednlrnh. The whole concludes with a treatment of 

the theae in the aczgaclah. ' 
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ftesis ·Report - AaY 8chyartz-n 

What emerges fro• this work is a clear recognit~on that in this 
topic as in some few other certain halakhic matters, we · cannot 
merely of the usual requirements of fixed duties. Rather Jfil8ilut 
hasiadim involves bot.h doing certain things and bei ng a cert ~ kind 
o~ person -- and this as a matter of Jewish law, not as a topic 
in Jewish preaching. on·e cannot · identify the hal~ab with siaple 
law and Amy's concluding reflect.ton on this unus al theme and lits 
roots in the Jewish understanding of hUJllln beinqs and of God open 
µp this idea with qreat sen~itivi~y. 

In sum, Amy distinguished herself in this effort, denbnstrating 
intellectual acuity , academic discipline, analytic capacity and 
exemplary personal dedication to the coapletion of a difficult · 
task. I am therefore happy to rec.0J1J1end the acceptance of this 
thesis. 
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Dr. Eugene B. Borowitz 
~eferee ' .... ..... 
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IllTRODUCTIOM 

? 

halakhic •tatu• of a••ilu\ ba•adi•. Although thi• i• th• 
. 

acad•ii"!C:'purpo•• of thi• pa1>9r, a gr••t•r, aor• iaportant 

goal li•• at th• root of thi• 'ork. Qe•ilu\ ha•adi• i• aaong 

tho•• cone.pt• which ••rv• a• th• foundation for •thic•l and 

aoral b9havior in th• J•wi•h tradition. ' i t al•o capt~r•• 

p.apl• Iara•l and all huaan b9ing• which i• ba••d upon lov• • 

A• I •tudy thi• tera, which i• 110r• coapl•x b•n we in th• 

•odern world think, I bo1>9 not only to d .. p.n ay knowl9dg• of 

living •Y life according to ·J•wi•h id•al• and trad~tion• a• 

Thu•, thi• th••i• will inv••tigat• and atteapt to 

•xplain th• aany priaary aourc•• which di•cu•• a••ilut 

ha•adi• in order to gaia .,.. und•ratanding of th• halakhic 

natur• of th• t•r•. Th• •ajority of th••• pri•ary te~t• •r• 

incxclpptdia Talaydi\• Although thi• article aerv9• a• the 
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To gain ~h• 80•t co•pl•t• und•r•tanding of a••ily\ 

ba•adi• the text•, which r~g• fro• th• ti9Mt, of th• Ki•hnah 

to th• •od•rn day, wiLl t>. pr•••nted in an organized and 
v ' 

•Y•t•••tic fa•bion. Th• upcowing chapt•r• will addr••• th• 
1 

following i••u•• t Tb• variou• way• in which •choler• hav• 

par•••t•r• which on• •u•t ob••rv• wh•n engaging in thi• 

•itZVjlf.'" Th• authority of thi• co•••nd .. nti torahitic or 

rabbinic. Th• r•lation•hip ~•tw••n a••ilvt ba•adi• and 

\z•dakah. a clo••ly r•l•t•d t•r•. _Th• iwportanc• 'nd valu• 

of a••ilu\ h•••di~ a• d••onetrat•d by ~ggadic t•xte. 

I t i• •Y bop• that th••• cbapt•r• will d•80n•trat• 

that a••ilu\ ba•adi• i• a uniqu• conc•pt, both within th• 

para••t•r• of Jewieh law and J•wieh lore. ~lthough w•, in 

th• •od•rn ag•, u•• th• t•r• in a broad way, our anc••tor• 

did hav• · a •ore concr•t• ~nd•r•tapding of a••ilut ha•adi•. 

' -~ 
Tb•ir ineigbt• will hop•fu~ly enrich our co•pr•h•n•ion of 

tbi• conc•pt, a• w•ll •• our knowledg• of halakhic i••u••· 

-
Becau•• th• ••rli••t t•xt pr•••nt•d in thi• halakhic 

diecueeion dat•• to th• p•riod of the Ki•hnah, it i• 

nece .. ary to give •o .. background to th• l•r• here. To the 

b••t of our knowledg• the pbr••• •q••ilut ba•adi•• ~ir•t 

appe~r• in Ki•bnah P•ah 1 s1. On• would naturally ••k th•n, 

wb•r• thie t•r• original••· Th• logical plac• to b•gin i• 

2 
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wit.b t.h• aajor work which preoed•• t.be Bi•hnah, t.be Bible. 

found t.og•t.h"ltr. Int.•r••t.ingly though, t.h• oot.• t.h••••lv•• 
( 

hav• •i•ilar .. aninge. 

'Q.al.' i• •o•t. co••only t.ran•lat.ed aa t.o t.r•at. kindly, 
' 

alway• ha• a peraonal aubject. and a per•onal obj•ct., •it.h•r 

hu• an or divin•. - .. -

3 

r •lat.ion•hip• bet.w .. n bu•an•. For exa•ple w• find it. in t.h• ..._) 

" at.ori•• of Jo••Ph and hi• brot.h•r• CGn 50a15>, David and Saul 

CI S 24 al8> , varioua king• and t.h•ir ho•t.• <2 S 19a~7) , and 
... 

hueband• and wive• <Pr 31a12) . Thu•, wit.bin t.he cont.ext. of 

th••• direct. pereonal act.ion•, 'a.al.' a190at. alway• co .. • out. 

of t.h• •ili•u of concr•t.• •ocial raiat.ionehipa. 

t.o an act on• perfor.. int•nt.ionally and d9'11berat.tly toward 

anoth•r a n d wh•n uaed wit.h~ord• connoting goodn•••• i•pli•• 

Strang•ly, 'bast', which 1• co•aonly tranelat.•d aa 

kindn•••• goodne•a, love or ••rcy,• i• only found conntct•d 

'Ih•olpqiC.l Dic\ipnary ot th• Old Tt•\aa to\. Y III . 
•oaaa1•, <Grand flapid•, ftichigana Eerd•an•• Publi•h•r•, 
1986.) pg. 23. 

•ibid. pg. 23-33. 

•Th• In\erpre\•r'• Dict.ionarv of t.he Bibl•. Y III, 
•Love•, <Philad•lphiat Tht w .. tainat.tr Pre .. , 1961. > pg. 164. 
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lik• 'gal.' it i• u .. d within r•lation•hip•, both aaong hu•an• 

and t.tw••n God and an individual or peopl•. F'oz: exa•ple, 

tb• word •PP••r• in the context o:f Sarah and Abraba•'• 

r•lation•hip <On 20113>1 tba~ _o:f Laben and I•,•c <On 24t49>s 

'3onathan and David Cl S 2018>1 and Soloaon and th• •on~ o:f 

Barzillai Cl K 2s7>, to not• ju•t a :f••· It i• :found with 

•lightly l••• :fr•qu•ncy btttw .. n God and individual•, but •o•• 

•xaapl•• includ•t Gen••i• 24, wh•r• Abraha• i• th• recipi•nt -o:f God'• k1ndn•••s O.n••i• 32 wh•r• it i• .Jacobs David in 2 

• Saau•l 71 and •v•n th• thou•andth g•n•ration o:f tho•• who ar• 

d•vout in Exodu• 20.• 
.... 

On th• ba•i• o:f th• larg•r cont•xt o:f th••• pa• .. O•• 

it aay b• •ugg••t•d that on• who r•c•iv•• an act o:f h••td 

r••pond• with a •i•ilar act o:f h•lltd: or at l•a•t that th• on• 

who d••on•trat•• h•••d i• ju•~i:fi•d in •xpectinp an 

Abi••l•ch, :for ••••pl•, having 

4 

tak•n in Abraha• •• a gu••t, ._k• bi• to •ho~ th• .... h•••d ........._ 

to hi• bo•t and th• land wb•r• h• ha• .ajourn•d con 21•23>1 

·Abraba• •o •••ar• and thi• agr .... nt i• called a cov•nant in 

v. 27. 3u•t a• David ••k• .Jonathan :for an act o:f b••td •o 

3onatban aleo ••k• h•••d o:f David Cl S 2018>. Tb• •utuality 

o:f b•••d i• al•o .. nt~ontd in 2 Sa•u•l 2t5 wh•r• David, aaong 

oth•r thing•, pro•i .. • to do good to th• .. n o:f .Jabttab-gil•ad 

•A H•br•• and Enqliab L«xigpn al \b• Old T•a\a .. nt, 
•ff••.cf•, edited by Brown, Bri~nd Driv•r, <O.~orda 

Clarendon P?-· 1955>, pg. 338-339. 
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Thua, 

It i• aor• than an action, but an attitud• which •••rg•• fro• 

both giving and r•c•iving. Further, wh•n giv•n by God, h•••d 

aerv•a to ahap• the relation•hip w• hav• with God aa vell •• 

that relationahip vhich •xiata among hu•an beings 

the111selvea.• 
/ 
Hov and vh•n theae two t•r111a were conn•ct•d i• 

unknown. Clearly. by the ti•• of "i•hnah P••h they had co•e 

toge~ in the conatruct atate qem1lut haaadim. The .phrase, 

at least conceptually, aee111a to b• •imilar to a hendiadya, • 
tvo vorda put together to for• one ••aning. Both worda, 

although diff•rent, are v&ry cloae in •eaning. Wh•n grouped ... 

doing •kind acta of goodn••••, commonly tranalated •• •acts 

ot loving kindn•••· • 

Although this tranalation •••ma to T•flect th• true 

tone of the term, the phraae aeeilut haaadi• will not be 

translated throughout this work . Through th• text• which 

deacrib• and diacuaa aemilut baaadi• each r•ader to will have 

the opportunity ~o derive hia/her own rendition of the term. 

Further, as the reader has moat likely already obaerved, 

tranaliteration, will be underlined . Additionally, it i• 

• Tbeologic1l Pictionary of the Old Tuta•e.nt. V. I Y, 
•Hea•d•, pg. 44 - 64. 

s 

---
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important to note that, to the beet of •Y ability, I have 

tranelated all text• into gender free l.anguage. 

These introductory and t•chnical not•• aaide, it i• 

my hope that tbe reader will. find a• •uch interest and 

inspiration from the upcomia g material as r have found in my 
' I 

re•earch which ha• brought ae to t hi• poi nt . 1 consider this 

work to be a beginning and not an end of my under.it.anding of 

aemilut h•••dim a• well aa a new motivating force in the 

continu&tion of my fulfillment of this mitzvah . 

-

-

6 
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CHAPTER ONE 

qEnlLUT HASAQin1 AN ACTION ORIENTED nITZVAH 

G••i1ut. hae1di• i• 1 t.•r• wbieh, !or •oet. •od~ 

J•ws, lacks a pr•ci•• ••oning. •Act.a of loving kindn•••• ie 

t.he popu.lar t.ranalation, but. 1•w ap•cific• •r• at.t.ach•d t.o 

the phra••· 

of th• TalMud and tho•• who co•poeed th• Cod•• which 

follow•d, it. would b•OO•• cl•ar t.h1t a••iblt haPadia do•• 

hav• •peci!ic activiti•• conn•ct.•d to it. 

A •urv•y of lit.•ratur• b•ginning •• ••rly ,ae t.h• 

Ki•hnah t hrough t.h• rabbinic and ••di•va1 period8 •ugg••t• 

that. there ar• two di•tinct und•r•t.anding• of a••ilut 

h1•adi~ . Th• firat, r•pr••en: ing th• aajority opinion •tat•• 

th1t. a••ilut ha•adi• ia 1n action ori•nt.cj •itzvah. Both 

through broad g•n•ral •t•t.•••nt• about th• t•r• and d•t.1il•d 

•xplanatione t.hi• approach •ugg••t• t.hat. a•• i lut. h•••dim 

con•i•t.a of up to •ight •p•cific act.ivit.1••· Th• ••cond 

und•r•tanding of th• t.•r•, which 1• not. excluaiv• of th• 
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t.rait. 

chapt•r. 

For tho•• wbo want to ••Ph••iz.. th• for••r approach, 

it ••••• that certain activiti•• are •or• freq~ntly 

Th• total group 

coneiata of the following action• • To bury th• dead, to viait 

th• •ick, to conaol• th• b•r•aved, to clothe th• nak•d, to 

r•joice with t he bride and grooa, to accoapany th• atrang•r, 

to lend aon•y or po•••••iona to on• in n••d and to ap•ak 

word• ~good will and aound advice. Varioua coabina~iona of 

th• firat four ar• oft•n found &>g•th•r in th• t•xt• and of 

tho•• coabinationa alaoat all hav• burying th• d••d •• on• 

co•pon•nt. 

too are frequently diecu•••d in conn•ction with burying the 

dead. 

Id•ally thia aat•rial would pr•••nt it••lf in auch • 

way that. • ayete111 of organization would b• cl•ar . 

Unfort.unate1y th•re are no d} •tinct tr•nda within th• 

::.. aat.•rial which would allow u• to group it by way of co•aon 

Thua, the f ollowing ••t•rial, all of which atte•t• 

to the id•• of ae•ilut h69tdi• •• an action ori•nt•d aitzvab, 

Th• earlieat citation of a••ilut haaadi• i• in 

fti•hnah Peah 111. It r•1da1 

Th••• are the thing• which hav• no fixed 
aeaaure, th• corner• of th• fi•ld, th• firat 
fruit.a, th• thr•• featival offering•, atailu\ 
haaadi • and the atudy of Torah. Th••• are th• 

8 



thing• th• fruit• of which • 1>9r•on •njoy• in 
thi• world, and th• re•ard o1 which r.aaina Lor 
hi• in th• world to co .. , honoring on•'• Lather 
and •oth•r, a••ilut b•••dia. ••king s-•c• 
between • p•r•on and bi• L•~lov, but tb• atudy 
of Torah i• equal to th•• · all.• 

Nothing in thi• text, how•v•r, provid•• an und•rat.'1\ding of 

Ta laud•, 

Both th• Babylonian and P•l••tinian -
Although th• 

# 

Pal••tinian Tal•ud w•• coapl•t•d about 100 year• befor• tb• 

Babylonian, and / therefore aight be conaid•r•d an ••rli•r 

work , let u• b~gin with tho•• citation• in the Babylonian 

Th• t•xt which ••••• to provid• th• •o•t detail• 

about a••ilut ha••d1• i• in tractate Sotah 14a. ·Th•r• R. Haaa 

th• •on of R. Hanin• ia di•cu••ing th• •••ning of th• v•r•• .. 
•vou •hall walk •ft•r th• Lord your God.•<Dt. 13 :S> 

how it i• po••ibl• to fulfill thi• co•••nd••nt end •and walk 
~ 

after God• wh•n it ••Y• in Ot 4 i 24 that •the Lord your God 

ie a con•u•ing fir•?• Th• r••pon•• i• •• follow• : 

Cth• •••ning ial to walk aft•r th• attribut•• of 
th• Holy One, bl••••d b• God. A• God cloth•• th• 
nak•d, for it i• written, •And th• Lor~ God ••d• 
for Ad•• and for hi• wife C.oata of akin and 
clothed th••,•<On. 3i21 i eo •ball you aleo 

• ftiahnah Z4rai•. tran•lated by Philip Blackaan, <London: 
niahnab Pr••a,~Sl>, pg. 81. 

9 
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cloth• tb• naked. Th• Roly One, bl••••d be God, 
vi•it•d th• eick, ~or it i• written, •And th• 
Lord appeared unto hi• by tb• oak• of fta•re,• 
<Gn. 18a1> eo •hall you vieit th• eick. The Holy 
One, bl••••d be God, oo•forted the •ourn•r•, for 
it i• written, •And if ca•• to paee after the 
death of Abraha• that God bl••••d ~aac hi• 
eon,•<Gn. 2~&11> eo •hall you alao oo•fort 
•Ourn•r•. Th• Roly One, bl••••d be God, buried 
th• dead, for it i• written, •And God buri•d hi• 
i• th• valley,•cot. 3416> •o •hall you alao bury 
th• dead. <Sotah 14a>• 1 

After thi• P••••g• on• •ight not b• able to deduce that th••• 

four activiti•• are aubau••d under th'i- ter• ae•ilut baaadi• -

It i• only vh~ one r .. d• 

£urth•r ahead that th• connecti9n beco••• clear. On the •••• 

page the diacuaaion continueai 

R. Si•~•i expoundedt Torah b~in• with a••!lut 
hawadi• and end• with a••!lut baaadi•. ~or it i• 
written, •And the Lord God •ad• for Ada• and for 
hi• wife coat• of •kin and clothed the•,• <Gn. 
3i21>J and it end• with a••ilvt haaadi•, for it 
i• written, •And God Quried hi• in th• 
valley. •cot. 34 t 6><Sotah 14a> 

Fro• thi• atat•••nt it ••••• that R. Si•lai conaid•r•d 

a••ilµt baaadi• to con•i•t 0£ clothing th• naked and burying .. 
the dead. It i• unclear whether or not h• would include th• 

oth•r two activiti•• ••ntioned in th• earlier citation, but 

thi• paaaag• c•rtainly do.a not exclud• that poaaibility . 

•All tranalation• of ••t•rial fro• th• Babylonian Tal•ud are 
fro• the Soncina Edition unl••• otherwi•• noted. In addition th• 
following chano•• have be•n •ad•s All •al• pronoun• uaed to 
deacribe God have been chang•d to •God. • Th• word '•an• ha• b••n 
changed to . 'p•r•on. • 'Thy' and 'thou• have been changed to •you ~ 
and •your.• All Britiah apelling• hav• b••n chang•d -to A••rican 
•P•llinga. 
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In tractat• Baba K•tzia w• ~ind a •i•ilar type o~ 

di•cu••ion. A• in Sotah a biblical v•r•• i• b9ing 

Rabbi Joa•ph •xplain• th• v•r•• •You ahall •how 
r 

th•• th• way wh•r•in th•y •u•t ~alk, and th• work th t th•y 

•u•t. do.• <Ex 13s20) •• ~ollow•s 

•And you ahall •how th•••- thi• r•~•r• to th• 
th•ir hou•• o~ li~•J •Tb• way•- that .. an• th• 
practic• o~ a••ilut haaadi•s •Th•Y •u•t walk•­
to viait th• •icks •Th•r•in•- to burials •And 
th• work•- to •trict law1 •Th•Y •u•t do•- to 
Cactl b•yond th• r•quir•••nt of th• law. <Baba 
~a 30b) 

Thia pa•••g• i• probl••atic at firat q,tanc• b•caua• a••ilut 

would •xp•ct viaiting th• •ick and burying th• d•ad to b• 

coapon•nt• of a••ilut haaadim. but thi• citation ••••• to 

In anticipation o~ thi• di~~iculty- th• 

, 
t•xt continu••· clari~ying thi• ••••ingly r•p•titiv* 

Th• "a•t•r aaids •th•y •u•t walk•- thi• r•~•r• 
to vi•iting th• •ick. But that i• t.h• practic• 
0£ a••ilut ha•adiel- It ia n•c•••ary Cto provid• 
thi• ••cond r•~•r•nc• to •xplain thatl •v•n ·~or 
a p•r•on who i• o~ th• aa .. ag• Ca• th• •iak 
p•r•on. l For th• •a•t•r ••ids 1~ a per•on i• th• 
•••• ag• Caa th• •iak per•onl h• will tak• on 
on• aixti•th of hi• illn•••J yet •v•n •o, h• 
auat viait hia. •Th•r•in•- to burial. But that 
too i• id•nt~cal with th• practia• of a••ilut 
ha•adial- I- i• n•c•••ary only in r••pect of an 
old ••n ~or whoa it ia undignifi.cfJ Cy•t •v•n 
•o, h• •u•t do it.lCBaba K•tzia 30b> 

To b• cl•~r, th• .t•xt i• ••ying that in tM>at a••••' • p•r•on 

---.. 
· who 1• th••••• ag• ••th• on• who i• aick da.a not hav• to 
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pay hi• a vi•it, l••t a aixti•th of th• illn••• invad• th• 

healthy p•r•on'• body. Thia would put bi• in dang•r of 

b•coaing aick hi•••lf. · A• a g•n•ral rul• in 3••i•b law, 

p•ople do not have to put th••••lvea in danger, bu~ in tbia 

ca•• th• •itzvah ia ao iaportant that aucb a peraon muat 

viait th• ai.ck. a S1.a1.larly, 1.t would be und1.gn1.f1.ed for an 
I 

elderly peraon to be involved wi.th burying the dead, but the 

aitzvah ia ao great that ••v•n ao, he auat do it.• It ae••• 

then, that from thi• pa•aage one learn• that a•ailut baaadi• --conai.ata of burying the dead and viai.ting the aick. 
, 

Furthermore, the text alao ••••• to be aaying that th••• 

•itzvot are of exc•pti.onal 1.aportance. Th•y are ao important 

' that ev•n in a ci.rcumatance where on• would not normally have 

to do them, one •u•t. 

Although 1.t• connection 1.• aoaewhat indirect, · Ketubot 

8b ia another place where inaighta ebout the ••aning of 

a••ilut ha•adi• may be found . The text 1.a relaying • atory 

about Rabbi Hiyya whoa• •on di••· R••h Lakiah, his 

contemporary, goes to vi•it hi• and •ay•: 

Ri•e and aay aoaething vi.th r•gard to the 
co•fortera of the •ournera. He tRabbi H~yyal 
apoke and aaidi •our br•thren, beatowera of 
QP•ilut baaadim, aona Of b•atowera of Q•milut 
haaadi•, who hold feat to th• covenant of 
Abraham our father ••• our br•tbren, aay the Lord 

a Baba netzia. vocalized and •xplain•d by' Adi.n St•in•alz, 
~<3eru•al••s Iarael Inatitut• for Tal•udic Publicationa, 1980. > 
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o~ reco19pen•• pay you your r•ward. Bl••••d are 
you, God, wbo pay• th• r.c:o•pen ... <Ketubot 8b>• 

t.o b• ••ying that. tho•• who hav• co~• to co•!ort bi• hav• 

act.iona. -
Final.l.y, t.h•r• i• a cit.a~ion in t.h• t.al.wiudic t.r•at.i•• 

So!•ria which al.ao hint.a t.o th• ••••ntial action• connect.•d 

So£•ri• i• on• of t.h• iU.nor tract.at.•• 

print.•d in the Tel.mud at. t.h• •nd ot t.h• ord•r of N•z•kin . It. 

conaiat.a of 21 chapt•r• divid•d ' int.o 255 paragraph• which, 

halakhot.. Though it can be found within the Tal•ud, it. ia 

not. c•rt.ain that it. was written during th• •••• ti•• period • .. 
As • r•ault, it. i• l••• oft•n cit•d aa an authoritativ• 

vork. 1 Although it. ia in th• !or• of• •idraah, t.hia quot• 

fro• chapt.•r 12 i• anot.h•r at.t.•atat.ion ot a••ilyt h•••dip •• 

•Th• bebrew word !or 'r.coapena•' i• gaaal. Tb• conn•ction 
beco••• cl••r•r t.o tbo~• who had co•• to do g••ilut. haaadi• ~or 
Rabbi Hiyya. P•rhap• a better t.ranalation would be - •aay ~h• 
Lord who dqea good pay you your r•ward. Bl••••d ar• you, who pay 
t.ho•• who do good.• 

--.... •£ncvclooedia Jyd1ic1, Volu .. 15, •so!eria•, (j•ruaalea: 
K•t.•r Pubii•hing Hou••· colu•n 81. > 
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Solo.on •aw t.b• gr•at.n•.. of' tho•• who did 
a••ilut. baaadi• and built two gat•a f'or Iara•l, 
on• f'or brid•grooaa and th• ot.b•r Lor •ourn•r• 
and •xco!l•unicat.•d p•raona. On t.h• Sabbat.b t.h• 
inhabit.ant.a oL 3eruaal•• uaed to congr•gat.•, 
aac•nd th• T•apl• Kount. and t.ak• t.b~ir •••t.• 
b•t.w••n th••• two gat.•• to abow kin~n.•• to 
tb••• p•raona. Sine• th• T••Pl• waa d•atroy•d 
it waa •nact.•d that. brid•grooaa end 90urn•r• 
abould go t.o th• Synagogu• eo t.bat kindn••• 
could be ahown to t.h••· <Sof'eri• 42a> 

According to thi• t•xt., a••ilut. baudi• conaiat• of no l••• 

than comforting aournera and r•j oicing wit.b bridegroo••· 

Pr•auaably t.hi• would b• don• by way of' th•ir word• ot 

bappin••• or coatort.. By building gat.•• Lor t.ho•• p•opl• who 
• 

v•r• eith•r mourn•r• or brid•grooaa Soloaon •ad• it •••Y f'or 

t.b• J•w• to f'ultill thi• ••••ntial •it.zvab. Ev•n wh•n t.b• 

Teapl• no long•r at.ood, th• cuat.oa waa cont.inu•d in th• 

aynagogu••· 

In th• Pal••tinian Talaud t.wo aor• t.!xta lend aupport 

t.o t.h• interpret.at.ion ot a••ilyt. baaadi• •• an.,~ act.ion 

In tract.ate P•ah 111 t.b•r• ar• two 

••ct.ion• which addr••• a••1;u t. h•••di•. Th• tirat., which 

do•• not fit into thi• ••ct.ion ot th• diacuaaion, will be 

pr•••nt.ed in th• upcoaing chapt.•r•. Through a aidraah, th• 

••cond a ak•• t.h• conn•ct.ion b•t•••n a••ilut h•••di• and th• 

aitzvah ot rejoicing with th• brid• and grooa. It i• th• part 

ot the geaara to ft~•hnah Peah 1:1 int•rpreting t.h• phraae 

•aeailv\ baaadi• .• It begin• with t.h• v•r•• f'ro• Prov•rbe 

chapt.•r 21, v•r•• 21 - •Tb• on• who f'ollowa rigbteouan••• 

-.._ <\zedakah > and aercy <b•••d> will f'ind lit•, proaperity and 
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t•ll• o.f R. Saau•l th• •on o.f R. l•aac, who danc•d with a 

•tood by hia. • R. Saau•l va• proo.f o.f th• biblical v•r••· 

H• •ought to b• ••rci.ful Ch•••d> during hi• li.f• by 

Alt.hough hi• .fri•nd• aock•d hia, a.ft•r hi• death th• •tick, , 
which h• had u••d to •nt.•rt.ain th• brid• and groo111, ca•• down 

.fro111 h•aven as i.f to •ay to th•• that R. Saau•l'• activiti•• , 
I .... 

bad b••n worthy. Aa a r•mult, h• gain•d • 11.f••, i ••• li1:• in 

th• a.ft•rvorld, •pro•p•~ity and honor.•• 

Th• .final talaudic citation i• .fro• tract.at• Bikkuri111 

01: t.h• J•ruaal•• Talaud which aupport.a th• popular connect.ion 

.found in 3:3 t 

Tho•• who ~t.and be.for• th• dead ar• not. actually 
•tanding be1:or• -t.h• d•ad but. b•.f or• tho•• who 
did At•ilut baaadi• .for th• on• who 
di•d. <Bikkuria 3s3 >" 

••ying that not. only doeQ on• hav• to •t.and t.o honor t.h• 

•£xplain•d by P'na1 fto•bs. fto••• b•n Sia•on nargolot. o.f 
Lithuania w~o wrot• a co•••nt.ary to th• 3•ruaale111 Talaud. 

"fty Tranalat.ion 
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involved in th• preparation and burial of the body. Tbo•• 

p•opl• have •ngaged in a••ilyt b•••di•. a . 1 t%ylh that in 

Thu•, th• tal•udic text• which •upport the •••u•pti on 
t 

Talaud>, activiti•• concerning burying the dead or co•forting 
, 

•ourn•r• ••r• aaong tho•• li•ted. 

~ 

Th••• book• aro•• out 

of th• need to foraulat• certain rul•• for guidana. in th• 

•any c•••• of diff•r•nc• of opinion in th• Tal•ud. It ••• 

probably not accidental that th• first att••pta,at 

codi fication w•r• •a~• in th• ti111e of th• Geoni•. <7~0-1010 

C.E. >. •hortly aft•r th• ri• .. of Karai•• · Th• •any and 

f r •qu•nt controv•r•i•• between th• rabbi• and the Karait•• \ 

•con convinced th• for11er of th• n•c•••ity of codifying th• 

rabbinic law . 

On• of th••• fir•t balakhic co•p•ndiu•• wa• th• 

Halakhot Gedolo\. It 1• not entirely cl•• wa• th• 

actual author of thi• work. 

attr ibut e it to Rabbi J•hudia, who wae th• ~ of Sura in 



I 

-

Wbich•v•r author on• want• to attribute thi• book to, it i• 

cl•ar that h• •a• int..nd ng to •ak• th• Tal•ud aor• 

.. ( 

eli•inating •any diacuaaio~• and aggadic aat~rial in th• 

to diaapora li£•, h• ••d• th• atudy 0£ b1l1kbot aor• 

approachable £or th• av•rag• acholar. Th• organization 0£ th• 

book £ollova that 0£ th• Talaud £or th• aoat part, hov•v•r, 

---••ctiona which deal with th• •••• ia•u•• which ar• acatt•r•d 

throughout th• Talaud, ar. brougKt tog•th•r. 

In the introduction to th• book, th• author provid•• 

th• r••d•r with a liat 0£ all 0£ th• po•it'tv• coaaand••nta. 

H•r•, there are a nu•b•r 0£ it••• that hav• b••n •••n 

previoualy in th• Talaud aection• connect•d to a••ilut 

1> •to walk in God'• way• <£ro• Dt. 13t~)J 2> to cloth• th• 

to bury th• dead; 6> to do a•eilu\ ba .. di•J 7> to r•joic• 

with brid• and grooa. Thi• liat i• ••p•cially probl•••t1c. 

biblical quote •to walk in God'• vaya• i• a••ilut baaadi•; 

and a••ilut ba .. di• conai•t• 0£ a nu•b•r 0£ apeci£ic 

coaaand1Mnta, £iv• 0£ vhioh are liat•d here. 

•Louia Gin•~rg, O.onig1 Yolu•• 1, <N•• Yorki 3••i•h 
Theological Seainary 0£ A .. rica, 1909 >, pg. 9~-117 . 

\ 
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i~ th• body of th• book, it i• i•po••ibl• to know what th• 

author ••• . thinking. It••••• that h• had no int•nt to 

nany acbolara bad gr•at difficulty wit h th• 
_______.... 

•nu••ration found in Halakhot G•dolot. A•ong tho•• who 

•xpr••••d th•ir oppoaition vaa Rabbi ftoa•a b6n ftai•on <112S-

1204>. In r~apona• ftai•onid•• cr••t•d a n•w lit•rary for• for 
I 

th• Cod•• found in hi• ft i ahn•h Torah. Aa an introduct'1.mn to 

thi• book, ftai• onidea wrote S•S•r Ha•itzvot . 

all 2 48 poaitiv• co••and••nta and 365 n•gativ• on••· Unlik• 

th• author of Halakhot G•dolot. ftai•onid•• •xplain•d ••ch of 

th• law• li•t•d. ff• alao i nclud•d th• fourt••n principl•• 

It ia 

her•, in J:.h• S•t•r Ha•itzvot that nai•onid•• attack• th• 

-
author of H•k•khot G•dolot for liating c•rtain activiti•• •• 

torahitic, which h• conaid•r• to b• rabbinic. Aaong tho•• 

li•t•d •r• •o•• of th• coapon•nt• of a••ilut baaadi• 

pr•vioualy articulat•d in th• Tal•ud. Thi• diacuaaion of th• 

authority of th••• a itzvot will b• addr••••d in a lat•r 

cbapt•r. It i• oni y in bi• biabn•b Torah. which ia~ivid•d 
I 

into fourt••n booka, ••ch repr•••nting a diatinct cat•gory of ---
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I 

tho•• apeci~ic activiti .. and a••ily\ baaadia. 

Th• ~ollQwing poaitiv• co•••nda we~ ordained by 
th• Rabbiaa viaitil\Q th• aickJ co~orting th• 
aourn•r•J joining a ~uneral proc. .. ionJ dow•ring 
a brid•J •8COrting departing qu .. ta1 per~oraing 
~or th• d•ad th• laat t•ndar o~~icea1 acting aa 
pallbearerJ going be~or• th• bi•rJ aakingt 
la••ntation ~or th• deadJ digging a grav• and 
burying th• bodyJ cauaing th• bride and th• 
brid•groo• to rejoiceJ providing th•• with all 
th•ir need8 ~or th• wedding. Th••• conatitute 
a••ilyt haaadi• -per~oraed in peraon and ~or 
which no ~ixed -aaur• i• pr .. cribed. Although 
all th••• co••and• are only on rabbinica~ - ·' 
authority, th•Y are iaplied in tb• pr.a•pt1 •And 
you ahall love your~ neighbor aa your••l~.·<Lev. 
19118>, that iaa what you would have otb•r• do 
unto you, do unto hi• who i• your brother in th• 
law and in th• per~oraance o~ th• coaaand .. nta.• 

part, hov•v•r, no n•• cat•gori•• hav• b••n added • .. 

• Vh•r• oth•r t•~t• aiaply aay rejoicing with brid• 

and groo•, "ai•onid•• include• dow~ring th• brid• and 

activiti••· 
. 

aa your .. 1~· <L•v. 19118>, vh•r• th• Tal•ud cit•• either •You 

'Th• Cod• R' ftaiagnid••· Bggk 14. th• Bggk g' 3uda••· 
Tranalated by Abraha• Herahaan, <N•v Hav•na Yal• P~•••• 1949>, 
pg. 200. 
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•hall walk aft•r th• Lord your God,•<ot. 13 15> or •show th•• 

th• biblical •cure. cd th• •itzyab will be addr•a .. d in a 

later aection. But d•ap1.t• it., Ma1.•onid•• co••• out :fairly 

clo•• to tho•• id••• pr•viouaiy •••n in th• Tal• ud texta. 

Another t•xt which i• con•i•t•nt with th• P••••g•• 

cit•d i n th• Talaud i• S•:f•r Xere'i•. Thi• book, written by 
I 

1171 - 1179, i• an •nuaeration of th• •it.zvot organized into 

••ction• along th• lin•• of ftai.anid••' ftiahneh Torah. -Although •• .. ntially a balakhic work, S.f•r Y•r•'i• alao 

" contain• •thical aaxi• • and hoaili••· Tb• ruling• of th• 

book, •• w•ll •• tho•• in Eli•z.r'• co•••ntari•• on th_tt 
.... 

Talaud w•r• acc•pt•d •• authoritativ• by th• riahoni•. tho•• 

acholar• who liv•d froa 950-1550 C. E.•• 

aourn•r•, to vi•it th• aick, to bury th• d•ad, . and to cloth• 

th• nak• d . Th• fir•t two and th• la•t two ar• li•t•d •• 

pair•. Both cit• th• faailiwr Talaud t•xta Sot.ah 14• and Baba 

"•tzia 30b. Th• quotation• are virtually v•rbatia with th• 

•xc•ption of two. chang••· Th• diacuaaion of ooaforting 

aourn•r• u.aea th• word 'lidabek', to adh•r• or to cling, wh•n 

int•rpr•ting th• biblical v•r•• •You ahall walk a:ft•r the 

Lord your God.• <Dt. 1 315> It 1• aaked •bow on• can adh•r• to 

• • Encyclopedi a Judaic•. Voluae 6, •£li•z•r b•n Samu•l of 
"•tz•, colu•n 629. 
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To cloth• the naked • • • ae it eaye in Sotah 14• 
•A• God cloth•• th• naked, 1or it i• written, 
•And th• Lord God aad• 1or Adaa and 1or hi• wi!• 
coat• o! akin and clothed thea,•<Gn. 3121>\ eo 
•hall you aleo cloth• th• naked.• And aleo it i• 
written •and th• life of your brother with you• 
and clothing th• naked i• in the category of 
•th• life o1 your brother.• And it i• aleo 
writt•n in Iaaiah •wh•n you ••• th• naked, cover 

-- hi• • • , ' 

So th• text o! S•f•r Ytrt'i• expr nda upon th• biblical 

citation• in th• Talaud paeaagea. There are how.ver, no aajor 

deviat ion• !ro• th• point bting ••d• about a••ilut ba11di• -
...... 

that being its action orienttd naturt. 

Hot too long after th• Scftr Ytrt'i• ••• co•piltd 

Rabbi ftoaea ben Hacha an <1194-1270>, a prolific co•••ntator 

o! both biblical and talaudic worka, began t al'publiah. 

Torat Ha ' ad1m ia one o! atven hal akhic literary work• which 

coapri•• hi• halakhic aonographa. It i• a coaprthtnaive and 

unique_ work on all the la•• conce rning d•ath, •tarting with 

what i• prohibited and ptr•itted, what i• a aitzvah with 

regard• to th• aick and dying, and concluding with th• lawa 

of aourning. Toworda th• end o1 th• book th• •••• aidraahic 

Again th• text i• aor• 

••S•f•r Y•r•'ia. ••• 1S3, 1S4, 219, 220. "Y tranalation . 
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•x~•n•iv• than that ~ound in tb• Tal•ud but cov•r• th• •••• 

b••ic point•. 

-

Soloaon aaw th• gr••tn••• of tho•• who did 
a••ilyt ha•adi• and built two gat•• ~or Iara•l, 
on• for brid•groo•• and th• oth•r ~or •ourn•r• 
and •xco••unicat.ed per•on•. CTh• - p•opl• ofl 
l•r••l would co•• on Shabbat and / •it. t.t•••n th• 
two gat••· Wh•n a peraon would enter th• gate 
for groo•• they would know he •waa a groo• and 
t.h•y would ••Y to hi•a ·~ay h• who dw•ll• in 
thi• bou•• •ak• you happy with aon• an~ 
daughtera.• And th• one who •nt•r•d th• gat• 
for aournera with hi• upp•r lip cov•r•d, th•y 
knew h• waa • aourner and th•y ••id to hi•. •"•Y 
h• who dwell• in thia houa• co~ort you.• And 
if h• •nt•r•d th• gat• of the 110urner and hi• 
upper lip waa not covered they kn•w h• waa 
•xco••unicat.ed and they ••id to bi9a •iifay t~ 
on• who dw•ll• in t.hia boua• allow you to hear 
th• word• of your ' fri•nda and r•l•tiv••· 
CSolo•on did tbiaJ in ord•r that all of Iara•l 
could fulfill their obligation of a••ilvt. 
h•••dA•· And af~•r th• d•atruction of th• 
T••pl- the ••g•• ••tabliab.,_ that th• groo•• and 
th• •ourn•r• would go to th• aynagogu•• and 
acad••i••· And th• peopl• of th• place would 
••• th• groo• and c•l•brat• with bi• and ... th• 
•ourn•r and ait. with ~i• on th• ground • . CThia 
waa don•l in order that all Iara•l would ~ulfill 
it.a obligation of a••ilut haaadi•and upon th•• 
on• aayaa •Bl••••d ia th• on• •Wo giv•• r•w•rd 
tot.ho•• who do a••ilu\ h• .. di•···· 

Thua, acdording to thi• t•xt, coaforting •ourn•r• and .. 

bandia. Lik~ th• oth•r literature of thi• period, 

A relat.iv• and cont••porary of Hah•anidea, who alao 

••Tora\ Ha'adaa. pg. 214. "Y tranalation 

r 
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<1200-1263. > Although hi• earlier work• were priaarily 

ca•paign• again•t ftai•onide•' pbilo•opbical •at.erial, •o•t o~ 

bi• later book• ~ocuaed on ethical and moral i••ue•. There, 

h• ••pha•ized •ocial ju•tic• and per•onal et.hie• ahd 

•ugge•t•d that all co••unal acti~itie• b• incu•~nt on every 

Jew, not ju•t th• co••unal .leader•.•• Th• Iqq«ret Te•byyab 

i• one •ucb work and it. appropriately contain• a ••ct.ioh on 

a••ilut ba•adi•. Thi• i• a unique t.ext a• it. d••cribe• t.be 

ter• al•o•t entirely to be th• •peaking word• o~ co•1ort and 

good advice to th• poor. Gerondi lay• out ~our ba•ic .. _ .. -
co•pon•nt.• o~ a••ilyt ba•adims 1> to o~~•r plea•ant word• to 

r 
th• poor1 2> to accompany th• poorJ 3> to give good con•ul to 

th• poorJ and 4> t.o encourage otg•r• to do t.zedakab and 

' 
a••ilut ba•adi•.•• Thi• i• on• o~ th• ~•w inat.anc.• wh•r• no 

••nt.ion 0£ burying th• d•ad or co•1orting 110urn•r• or even 
.· 

th• other act.ion• •••n above i• •ade: Tb• ~ocu• o~~ thi• text 

i• pri•ar~ly th• poor. All 0£ th• other activit:i•• .. ntioned 

abov• would be don• to both rich and poor. Thi• i• clearly a 
.. 

v•ry di£~•r•nt approach. 

On• £inal t•xt will d••on•trat• a •or• •od•rn reading 

0£ the t.erm. Abavat. H•••d i• a book writ.ten by Rabbi I•rael 

"•ir ben Ari• Z•v, co••only known a• th• Ha~et.z Hayyi• <1828-

1933) about variou• t.ype• o~ charity. Th• •ntir• book i• 

••Encyclopad$• lydaica, Volu .. 10, •Jonah ben Abraha• 
Gerondi•, column ~ao. 

••Iqqeret Te•byyab, pg. 226-227. 
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centered around th• word h•••d and n&turally then a••ilu\ 

haeadia i• ••ntion•d quit• oft•n. At ti••• it even ..... •• 

if the author u .. • t~ ter .. int•rcbangeably. 

divid•d into thr•• ••ct.ion•. Th••• divieion• alon• can be 

interpreted ae th• author'• att••pt to d•fin~ be .. d and it'• 

dedicated to •Th• Law• 0£ Loan• and Pledg••·• Thi• aat•rial 

will be ••p•cially r•l•vant to our diecu••ion 0£ th• liait• 

of a••ilut h••adia. Although it i• not neceaeary to go into -th• d•tail• of th••• lawe, tb•y are obviouely, oonaid•r•d 

' part of h•••d and gemilut ha•adia according to th• Hafetz 

Hayyia. Th• ••cond ••ction of tb• book ia •ntitled •The 

Trait.a of H•••d.• H•r• again th• activity aoat oft•n 

diacuaa•d i• that of l•nding aon•y or po•••••ion• to on• in 

n••d. Th• final ••ction, which i• not titled, explaina a 

nuab•r of th• ai\zyo\ alao conn•c~ed to h•••d or a••ilu\ 

It includeei to w•lco•• atrang•ra, to vieit th• 

aick, to coa£ort aourn•ra, tn• bury th• d•ad, to r•joic• with 

rid• and grooa and to of~•r word• of good will . Tb• aection 

then pr•c•d•• to outlin• what ••ch on• of th••• •i\zyot would 

entail.•• 

Thia laet text alao•t ••rv•• aa a auaaation of th• 

aat•rial oov•red in t hia chapter. Th• citation• froa th• 

Talaud conn•ct a••ilut haaadia to burying th• d•ad, 

coafor t i ng aournere, vieiting t.h• eick, clothing the nak•d 

1 •Ahav1\ H•••d, ••ct.ion 3. 
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and rejoicing with bride and groo•. The Cod•• add to that 

li•t acco•panying th• •trang•r and •P••king word• of coafort 

and advice. Finally a aodern work add• l•nding to tho•• in 

n••d. 

•xplain what a••ilut h•••di• entail•. If t hi• •urv•y i• 

accurat• it would b• appropriat• to •l•o •••u•• tba~ th• 

••jority of t•xt• •upport th• id•• that a••ilvt h•••di• i• an 

action ori•nt•d ·~zyah. 

Although thi• i• only th• beginning of our •tudy, -•o•• ot th• chall•ng•• •••ociat•d with inv••tigating thi• 
# 

topic ar• b•coaing appar•nt. It i• not cl•ar wh•th•r a••ilut 

h•••di• i• • g•n•ral t•r• tor a nu•ber of activiti•• or it it 

i• it• own •p•cific •itzy4b. On th• on• band thi• i• a 

concept that aany •cholar• want to d•fineJ on th• other no 

on• can agr•• on that d•finition. It i• c•rtainly cl•ar that 

i• unwaual that it h•• •uch • •trang• halakhic •tatu•. It• 

l•gal •l•••nt• ••id•, the,ggadic ·••t•rial continually .. 

connect•d to auch conc•pta a• lit• aft•r d•ath, th• ••••nc• 

of th• Torah, and th• cu•to•• •urrounding th• building ot th• 

T••Pl•. Wheth•r it i• an action ori•nt•d •i\zyab or not, it 

c•rtainly i• held in high regard by th• J•wiab tradition. 



CHAPTER TWO 

GEftILUT HASADina A CHARACTER TRAIT 

t•xt• which •ugg••t that a••ilu\ ha•adi• i• an action 

ori•nt•d •itzvah. Thi• chapt•r will pr•••nt tho•• t•xt.• which 

•ugg••t that a••ilyt haaadi• i• a g•n•ral charact•r trait. --
Although thi• approach 1• diff•r•nt than th• on• pr•••nt•d in , 
chapt•r on•, it i• not •utually •xcluaiv• of it. That i• to 

•ay that tb•or•tically both could •xi•t and b9 con•id•r•d 
I 

corr•ct up to a point. A• in th• ~a•t ohapt•r, th• t•xt• 

which hold thi• po•ition ar• not li•it•d to on• P9riodJ th•y 

•tr•tch fro• the ti•• of th• Tal•ud through th• ti•• of th• 

Cod••· lnt•r••tingly though, no t•xt of thta kind co••• fro• 

th• Babylonian Talaud . In addition, th• literature of the .. 
Cod•• which holda thi• vi•• va• •ith•r wri~t•n by "aiaonide• 

approach . Ae in th• previou• chapt•r, th• infor•ation will 

b• pr•••nted and analyz•d chronologically. 

Although th• •arli••t citation of a••ilut h1a1dia in 

"i•hnah P••h l i l wa• aention•d in. th• pr•viou• chapt•r, it 

did ,not •••• to provid• •upport. for t.h• vi•• point. 

r•pr•••nt•d there. Th• conn•ction to thi• chapt•r i• not 

--
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haaadi• to b• a g•n•ral, broad t•r•. 

' out of plac• in thi• ••ction •• }n th• pr•o•ding on•. 

Furth•r•or•, a• w• •hall ••• in the upco•ing paaaage fro• th• 

Pal••tinian Tal•ud, th• rabbi• do ua• t.hi• t.•xt •• a ba•i• 

for diPCUPPion Of gia•lut bapad1a. Th•Y obvioualy viewed it 

•• an appropriat• •ource fro• which to •xpound upon t.h• t•r•. 

Th••• ar• th• thing• which have no fix•d ~ 
meaaur•, the corn•r• ' of th• fi•ld, th•__f"~r•t. 
fruit.a, t.h• thr•• 1••tival of1ering~Qt•ilut 
ha1adim and th• atudy of Torah. Th••• ar• th• 
thing• th• fruit• o~ which a p•r•on •njoya in 
thi• wor1d, and th• r•ward of ~hich r••ain• for 
hi• in th• world to co .. , honoring on•'• father 
and aother, a••ilut baaadia, ••king peace 
b•t.w••n a p•raon and hi• f•llow, but th• atudy 
of Torah 1• equal to th•• all.• 

Once again, th• fir•t. place a r•l•van°t. t.•><t i• found 

is in the Talaud . In thia ca•• however, th• fir•t and only 

t.almudic •ource i• in the Pal••t1n1an Tal•ud. It wa• .. . 
aentioned in the f irat chapt.•r that t.h•r• ar• two ••ction• 

about a••ilut. haaadi• found in t.hi• book. 

diacuaeed in chapt•r one, th• firat fit• into thi• fra•ework. 

The text ia part of a larger pi•c• of •at•rial which 

diacu•••• a nuaber of f ac•t• of ae•ilut haaadi•. Th• other 

aect.iona will be diacuaaed in th• upco•ing chapt•r•1 the one 

Tranalated by Philip Blackaan, <London: 
pg. 81. 
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R. Iah•ael explained Cth• ver .. l •Thi• i• ay God 
who• I will adorn.• <Ex. 1~12> I• it po••ibl• 
!or a per•on t.o adorn bi• creator! Rath•r I will 
adorn God through th• •itzyot which I will dos 
adorning ttut lulav. aukkab. al>ofar• tzitzit. and 
t•fillin. Abba Shaul Cint•rpr•ting th• v•r•el 
••id: I will ••ulat.• God. ~u•t •• God -1.• 
••rciful and graciou•, . •o •hall you b• ••rciful 
and gracioua.• 

a••ilut ha11di• b•caua• it i• found within t.he Qt•ara which 

att••Pt• to explain th• phra•• in th• ftiahnah. 

-Int•r••tingly, although th• final ••••ag• 1• diff•r•nt, thi• 

text i• •i•ilar in etyl• to tho•• c1t.~ in chapter one. 

ahall you bury th• dead, • th• t•xt h•r• aay "':juat. a• God i• 

Gracious ao •hall you b• gracioua.• Although th• content. i• 

diff•r•nt, th• for• i• •i•ilar and th• ultiaat• goal - to 

i•itat• God - i• th• aa••· 

D•apit• th• fact that th• lack ot direct aaaociation 

ahall soon ••• additional t•xt.a which, alt.hough probl••atic 

for oth•r r•a•ona, al•o indirectly lead to th• concluaion 

that a••ilut bawadi• i• • general character trait. All of 

th••• text• are fro• the p•riod of th• Cod••· Th• 

corr•lation to a••ilut h•••di• ha• b••n aad• for pri•arily 
.......---....-, 

two reawona. Firat, th••• upco•ing text• all ••ploy th• aa•• 

biblical V.r•• which th• Babylonian Talaud u••• in it• 
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charact•r trait. S~cond, thi• •••ocietion can btt found in 

helekhic aubject•. 

Progr•••ing chronologically K•i•onid•• • S.t•r 

' Ha•itzvot 1• th• n•xt book which articul•t•• th••• id•••· 

li•t• •walking in God'• way• ••on• law.• Th• aourc•• of 

traita. 

By thi• injunction w• ar• co••and•d to b~ lik• 
God •• fer a• it i• in our pow•r. Thi• 
injunction ia contain•d in God'a worda, •And you 
•hall walk in God'• waya• <Dt. 28..1'9>, and alao 
in an ••rli•r v•r•• •to walk ~n all of God'• 
way•• <Dt. 10112. > On thi• latt•r v•r•• th• 
aao•• co•••nt a • followa a 3u•t aa th• Holy One, 
bl••••d b• God, • i• ca~l•d "•rc~ful, ao ahall 
you btt ••rcifulJ ju9t aa God i• call•d Graciou•; 
ao •hall you b• gracioua1 juat •• God 1• call•d 
Right•ou•, ao ahall you b• r10'ht•oua1 juat a• 
God i• call•d Chaaid, ao •hall you b• a cbaaid. 
Thi• injunction ha• alr•ady •PP••r•d in anoth•r 
for• i n God'• word• •aft•r th• Lord your God 
•hall you walk• CDt. 13s5>, which th• aao•• 
•xplain •• ••aning that •• ar• to i•itat• th• 
good d••d•• and lofty attribut•• by which th• 

29 

•Epcyclop•d1a Tal•udit, Volu•• 6 , •G••ilut Haaadia•, pg. 149. 

•S•t•r Ha•it.,zvot #8. 
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Lord i• d•acrib•d in a ~igurat.iv• way - God 
b91ng ind••d i•••aaurably •x•lt.•d abov• all auch 
d•acri.pt.ion.& 

•xplicit . . 
thi.a .. ct.ion. It. i• only through t.h• pr•••nce ~t th• co•aon 

biblical v•ra• that. th• conn•ction aay b9 aade. Clearly 
I 

though, thi• i• another in•tance wh•r• t.h• •t.yle of th• 

Babylonian Talaud i• applied. 

Th• ftiabneh Torah, written not. too ••ny ye•r • lat.er 

•xpounda upon that which w•• ata! •d in S•!er Haait.zvot.. In 

D•ot, which 1• in the first of th• fourt••n book•, chapt.•r 1 

In th• •xplanat.ion of th• t.•xt Cto walk in 
God'• way•l th• ••g•• taught., •£v•n •• God i• 
call•d Graciou•, •o •hall you b• graciouaJ 
Even •• God 1• call•d ft•rcitul, eo •hall you 
be .. rcifulJ •v•n •• God i• called Holy, ·.o 
•hall you be holy. • 1 ThJ.l• too th• pros>JS•t• 
d••crib9d th• Alaighty by all th• variou• 
att~ibut•• •1ong-•uftering and abounding in 
kindn•••· right•ou• •nd upright, per~•ct, 
mighty and pow•rful,• <Pa.7 s12 > and ao forth, 
to teach ua that. th••• qualiti•• •r• good and 
right and that • huaan b•ing ahould cultivate 
th•• and thu• i•itat• God, ••tar a• h• can.• 

. 

Alt.hough ftaiaonid•• 1• the author of both above t•xt• which 

6 Charl•• B. C~avel, The ftit.zvot <New York: Soncino Pr•••, 
1967 >., pg. 11. 

7 S habbat. 133b 

•fti•hn•h Torah. ~ t.ran•l•t•d by fto••• Hya••~n. 
<Jeruaalea i Boye Town Jeruaal•• Publi•h•r•, 1962 > pg . 47b. 
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and cba•id ar• u•ed. Th• fti•hneb Torah li•t• ••rciful, 

graciou• and holy a• ••ll a• long •uff•ring, abounding in 

kindn•••, right•ou•, upright~ p•rfect, •ighty and powerfu\. 

It i• not cl•ar why h• cho•• to includ• •or• adj•ctiv•• in 

t~· •••ociation between thi• biblical v•r•• and a••ilut 

a••ilut haaadi• to b• no l••• that a charact•r trait which 

enabl•• individual• to ••ulat• God. 

Th• la•t two t•xta which thi• chapt•r will addr••• 
I 

ar• from approxi••t•ly t.h• aa•• period. 

G•dolot and Sef•r Hahinnukh are u•ually dated to th• 

thirteenth c•ntury. 

for••r. S•fer Mitzvot G•dolot wa• written by Mo••• ben Jacob 
. 

of Couchy, a French acholar and toaafiat. Hi• work w~• 

uniqu• among th• rabbinic writing• of th• p•riod aa it 

poaitiv• laws and on• for th• negativ• on••· Although th• 

•at•rial i• b•••d on Mai•onidea' work•, th• author varied hia 

arrang•••nt by grouping togeth•r tho•• co•••nd••nt• which 

w•r• applicable to th• ti•• and tho•• which wer• not. 

Appropriat•ly, thia book ••rk• ~h• pen•tration of th• work• 

of Maiaonidee into th• halakhic world of France. It became 
--..... 
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v•ry popular a•ong •cholar• and poa•ki• and •any •anu•cript• 

•urvive to thi• day. 

God'• way•• th• S•t•r Kitzwot G•dolot fir•t li•t• •~l of th• 
~ 

biblical text• which Kaiaonid•• ••ntion•d in hie S•f•r 

dirwctly the •ection of Sotah 14a which intwrpr•t• the 

biblical verae ae a call to bury th• dwad, co•fort aourn•r•, 

vi•it the •ick and clothe th• naked. H• do•• not includ•, 

however, th.-additional P•••ag• pr•••nt•d in chapt•r on• 

which connect• that intwrpretation t6 a••ilut haeadim. fto••• 

ben Jacob then continue• in hi• own voic• eaying: 

But, I havw ~nt•rpr•t•d Cth• v•r•• •to walk in 
God'• waye•] lik• th• •ag•• ot Franc• •xplain 
th• v•r•• •know th• Lord of your anc•etor• and 
worship God.• Ju•t a• God i• ••rciful and 
gracioue and do•• kindn•••, juetic• and 
righteou•n••• in th• land, 80 ahall you.•. 

Thie text 1• inportant to our di•cu••ion. 

knows of, accurately cites and acknowl•dg•• th• text fro• 

• Sot ah. Maimonides, who ia knowr. tor hi• dieregard for th• 

iaportance of citation•, ••emingly di••i•••• thia and oth•r 

texts altogether . Althou~h it ia known that Kai•onidee • 

rulings had a great ••ount of authoritativ• weight, thi• 

---- •S•f•r ftitzvot 0.dolot, #?. 
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Th• final eourc• ~or tbi• diacueaion of a••tlvt 

haaadi• •• a charact•r trait i• fro• S•l•r Hahinnukh. Thi.a 

book, •• it• titl• i~li••, waa writt•n •• • ••an• to t•ach 

# 

th• law• are tho•• cit•d by ftaimonid••, th• organization 

· tollowa th• •••kly Torah portione. Urdortunat•ly, th• author 

of th• work i• unknown. Many have •p•culated that it wa• 

writt•n by R. Aaron H•-L•vi of Barcelona. 

Although th•r• wa• euch a peraon, 

and he was a great halakhic achol~r, •any doubt that he waa 

the actual author. So•• auggeat that the that th• work was 

J 
,,.---

written by Rabbi Pinha• ha-L•v~arceloha who lived during 

••ulate the good and right way• of God•, addre•••• the topic 
; 

at hand. The text eeema to uae aa it• aourc• both ftiehn•h 

Torah D•ot 1:6, and S•fer Ha•itzvot ~8, both cit•d above. It 

appear• that the author waa expanding upon the v•r••• th•re, 

providing hie r•ader with •or• detail and practical advic• 

about the attribute• liated. How•v•r, h• do•• not add any 

texta. An exa•pl e of hi• •xpand•d explanation i•: 

••Beth Klafttr, • • <Rabbini c The•i•, H•br•w 
Union Coll•g•-3•wiah Inatitut• of R•ligion, aub•itt•d ftarch 

-- 1988.) 
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Thu• w• know 1ro• th• Torah that thi• ~· th• way 
0£ th• Lord and thi• i• what God want• fro• 
God'• cr•atur••, in ord•r that th•y •ball ••rit 
God'• goodn•••, ~or God d••ir•• right•ou•n•••, 
and about thi~ it ia aaid •You •hall walk in 
God'• way•• and thi• aitzyah i• al•o aupport•d 
by th• phr••• •to walk in th• way• 0£ th• Lord.• 
It i• ••id in Shabbat 133p s A• th• Lord 1• 
call•d ••rci~ul •o ahall you b• ••rci~ulJ •• th• 
Lord i• call•d graciou• •o •hall you b• 
graciou•~ •• th• Lord 1• call•d rj.ght•ou• ao 
ahall you ~ right•ou•J •• th• Lord 1• cail•d 
Cha•id ao •hall you b• a ch••!d. Th• i••u• in 
it• •ntir•ty t•ach•• that w• au•t l•arn to walk 
within good d••d• •uch •• th•••, and honorabl• 
••••ur•• which God will count . 

Thu•, it. i• cl•ar that th• •••• .id••• ar• pr•••nt•d but. thi• 

author ••••• int•r••t•d in •tr•••ing th• r•••rd and ••rit on• , 
would gain 1roa acquiring th••• trait•. Th• t•xt continu•• 

if thi• 1a•hion, •xpandin~ upon tho•• charact•r~•tic• 

••ntion•d by Kai•onid•• with •i•ilar coa .. nt•. One• again, 

th• t•r• a••ilut haaadi• i• not ••ntioned in thi• t•xt. Th• 

conn•ction i• indir•ct by way o1 th• ua• ' o£ th• biblical 

v•r•• which ia commonly •••ociat•d with th• t•r•. 

In •ua, th•r• ar• £iv• t•xt• which hav• contribut•d 

to thi• ••condary und•r•tanding of th• a•Pilut ba•adia. Th•y 

ar• all r•lativ•ly aain•tr••• work•. Un1ortunat•ly, •• ha• 

b .. n ••nt.ion•d nua•rou• ti••• alr•ady, th• dir•ct conn•ctiona 

b•tween th••• t•xta and a••ilvt ba•adip i• not. •• •t.rong •• 

that 0£ the pr•c•ding chapt.•r. Non•th•l•••• 11 th• •••uaption 

that thi• •••ociation h~• •o•• ••rit i• accept•d, then th• 

conclu•ion can be aad• that t.h•r• i• a body of lit•rature 

w~ich und•r•tand• a••i l yt h•••di• to b• • charact • r trait. 

--..bich allowa a p•r•on to i•itat• God. 
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CHAPTER THREE 

THE LIKITS OF OEftILUT HASADIK 

th• phra•• found in th• Kiahnah P•ah 1:1 which atat•• that 

gemilut baaedia i• among tho•• thing• which •hav• no li•it,• 

Thi• i• th• t•xt to which th• 

pr•c•ding chapt•r•, ~h• inf or•ation apana fro• th• ti•• of 

chronological ord•r. ~ 

For th• conv•ni•nc• of th• r••d•r, and b•cau•• it i• 

th• t•xtual aourc• of thia cha~4\.•r, ftiahnah P•ah ltl will be 

pr•••nt•d once again. It r•adai 

Th••• ar• th• thing• which h•v• no fix•d ••a•ur• 
Cor li•it>, ~h• corn•r• of th• fi•ld, th• firat 
fruit•, th• thr•• ~••tival off•ringa, a•milyt 
b9a1di• and th• atudy o~ Torah. 

The upco•ing t•xta which •xplain thi• ••nt•nc• do not try to 

•xc•ption~ tb•y do not addr••• why a••ilut bt•td1• 1• 
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h•aadia in r•lation to ~b• ov•r arching •t•t• .. nt - that it 

•p.ciLic, to provi~~sl•tail and •xplanation L r a broad 

' •t•t• .. nt, i• th• natur• ~ balakbic int•rpr•tation. 

Pal••tinian Tal•ud, •xplain• th• .. aning oL th• abov• pbr••• 

in aigniLicant d•t•il. Although it i• not an ••P9Ci•lly long 

GEnILUT HASAQin Ch•• no li•itla Thu• it i• 
taught with C1"9gard tol on•'• s-raon, bu~ with 
on•'• l!OP•Y th•r• i• a li•it, R. Sia.on b9n ' 
Lakiah ca.. b9~or• th• ftaat•r and aaid in ~h• 
n••• oL R. Yo•i b9n Hanina, In Uaba th•Y ••Y 
that a p.r•on way di•tribut• on• Li~th oL hi• 
pro~rty ~or th• wi\zyab. but to what •xt•ntt R. 
Ga•li•l b9n Ayn .. nu and R. Abba bar Kahana 
diLL•r-4 ton th• aatt•r.J On• ••id no l••• than 
3X. Tb• otb•r ••id <quoting Prov•~ba 3a9> •Honor 
th• Lord with your w•altb, t~• b98t oL your 
produc•.• Tb• b9•t oL your produc. Ci• at l•••t 
2X.J• R. Gaali•l b9n Ayn .. nu ••k•d R. nanna, iL 
on• i• r•quirltd• to giv•· • ~iLtb ••ch y•ar, would 
h• poa••• nothing at th• •nd oL ~iv• Y••r•t CR. 
nannal ••id to bi• in th• ~ir•t y•ar b• would b• 
paying Lro• th• principal but tb•r•aLt•r it 
would b9 Lro• th• inco... R. Huna aaid to 
LulLill th• •ii&yab on• ••Y giv• up to a third 
CoL hi• inaoa..J I• it Lor all th• a'tzyg\ 
colll)in•d Cthat on• aay giv•J up to a third or 
LQr on• •i\zyab alon•t Th•Y thought b• ••id Lor 
all th• •i\zyp\ tog•th•r Con• ••Y giv•J up to ' a 
third.• 

•ny tran•lation. Th••• nu .. ric valu•• ar• cowput•d in th• 
Fr•nch tran•lationa 

• •ay tran•l•tion 
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how•v•r, go into thi• aapunt of d•tail~ •ini•u• and 

•axi•um p•rc•ntag•• n•c••••ry to fulfill th• eitzvab. Th• 
., 

diacu••ion and div•r•ity of opinion aight augg••t that thi• . 
wae an operativ• i••u• for th• community. 

g•n•ral. There ia no ••ntion of th• particular thing• for 

which thi• ~y would b• going. 

definitions, it would fit b••t into th• ••cond - o••ilut 

aa a 

In bri•f then, our firat t•xt aought to •xplain the 

All opinions conaid•red, th• min~mum b•ing two p•rc•nt of 

percent. 

chronologically, do•• not provid• th• li•it• o1 a••ilut 

tho•• thing• which "•~•onid•• conaid•r•d part of a••ilut 

haaadim and conclud•• with th• •tat•••nt: •Th••• conatitut• 

---
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co•e. 

\ 

wedding . • Th••• r•apon•ibiliti•a aay very w•ll r•quir• a 
, 

peraon to aake a donation £ro• hi• £inane•• or po•••••iona. 

Thia would •••• to be categoriz.eod with tho•• thing• done 

limit . 

aav th•• aa exc•ptione to th• rul•. 

haaadi• in •o•• way or another. thi• i• th• only one that 

•entiona the ~act that th•r• i• no ~ixed aea•ure to the 

activity. Where th• previoua citation ~ro• th• Pal••tinian 

Talmud aeemed to be connected to the aor• generali•tic 

approach to pemilut haaadi• •• a character traitJ thi• one 

••ems to align it.ael~ to chapt•r on•. geailut haaadi• aa an 

The ~act that th• phraae ~ollowa 

the liat o~ action ori•nted activitiea l•ada one to •ake auch 

In addition. th• oth•r "•i•onidean t•xta which 

diacuaa aemilut baaadi• a• a general character trait •ake no 

Nonethel•••· in the 
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Thu• far. th• au• infor•ation 1ro• th• two t•xt• 

with on•'• p•raon, ~h• Tal•ud t•xt al•o cl•arly atat•d that 

1'h• S•t•r 

Hahinnukh, dat•d only a hundr•d y•ar• or •o, lat•r than th• 

"i•hneh Torah. adda y•t anoth•r di••n•ion to thi• di~euaaion 

of limite. nitzvah 66 addr••••• th• co••and••nt of l•nding 

to th• poor . This •itzvah w•• di•cu•••d in ehapt•r on•. 

Th•r• th• Haf•tz Hayyim dir•ctly conn•et•d it to qemilut 

haaadim~ hi• book Ahavat H•apd. Although th• diacu•eion in 

• th• S•f•r HaHinnukh do•• not originat• a• an explanation of 

liaita, th•r• ar• •o•• co•••nta within th• t•xt which ar• 
..... 

r•l•vant to thi• ••ction. In di•eu••ing th• baaia of th• 

•itzvah of l•nding th• author writ••: 

Th• root r•aaon for th• pr•c•pt i• that God 
wiah•d for hu•ana to b• •ducat•d and• accuato••d 
in th• quality of a••ilut baaadi• and 
compaaaion, ainc• it ia a nobi• quality. Th•n 
out of their pbyaical, bodily training in th• 
good qualitiea, th•y will b•eo•• fit, worthy to 
rec•iv• goodn••9' a 

Within thi• diacuaaion ther• ~· alao • co•••nt •• to th• 

It 1• ahort and to th• point. •on• 

•u•t lend a poor p•r•on aa •ueh a• on• can afford, according 

•charl•a W•ngrov, Th• Book of Education, <N•w York: 
F•ldh•i• Publi•h•ra, 1978>, Pag• 26~. <A translation of S•f•r 
Hahinnykll. > 
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••••bi• anguiah.•• 

Thua it ••••• that l•nding aon•y i• not th• •••• •• 

' at•ilut haaadia. <b•c•u•• ••ch p•r•on can d•t•r•in• tha~ 

. 
diatinguiahing loaning mon•y or po•••••iona fro• giving th•• 

Th•r • ia no oth•r t•xt in th• S•t•r Habinnukh that can b• 
• 

conn•ct•d in aoa e way to the li• ita o1 a••ilut baaadia. 

On• of tho•• lat•r t•xta addr•••ing both th• conc•pt 
J ' 

o1 l•nding and aa w•ll •• th• liaita o1 the oth•r aap•cta of 

Lipachutz ia known' for 

hi• bri•1 but thorough co•• •nta wb~ch includ• both 

In addition* h@ included within hi• co•••nta halakhic ruling• 

•xplain th• li•it• of a••ilut baaadi•s 

----
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\ 

-G£11ILUT HASAQift Cha• no li•it•ls with one•• body 
but not wi~h on••• ~inance•. It i• not 
per•i••abl• to •pend .ore than a ~i~th of one•• 
earning•. Further, there are tho .. who •ay that 
there are thre. type• of q .. ily\ ba•adi•s 1> by 
th• power of on~'• bodyJ 2> by tb• power of 
on••• 90n•YJ 3> by tb• power o~ th• advic~on• 
•ay give to bi• tellow to benefit that per~on. 
And none of th••• have a l!•it, ~or all that we 
can do for the goodne .. of our fellow, we •u•t 
hurry to do. And how £. a••ily\ ba,adi• don• 
with one•• 90ney - nawely by loaning a per•on 
what h• n••d•. But to give tz94akab s>er•anently, 
for tbi• there i• a li•it. That i• that a p•r•on 
•hould not 8pend 90re than a fifth. With on••• 
body ••• on• i• obligated even to enter in~o 
danger to •ave hi• fri•nd.• 

Thu•, thi• •••aa--t.o be al•o•t a .u••ary of th• ·•at•rial 
. ,,. .... ,, -... 

To be clear, Tit•r•t Xi••a•l •tat•• that th•r• 

i• d•finitely DO li•it to a••ilut ba•adi9 Wh•D don• With 

on•/ • body. Tb•r• ..... to be two different way• ~o do 

loan. For thi• there i• no li•it. Th• •econd i• to giv• 

woney p•r•an•ntly. For thi• th•r• i• a liwit - one fifth of 
/ 

on•'• earning•. Thi• i• conaiat•nt with th• Tal•ud text and 

Sef•r Hahinnukh cit.-d above. 

, 

It i• al•o worth ~oting here that alaoat all of th• 

co• .. ntarie• to th• "i•hnah •ugge•t thi• •a•• interpretation, 

90•t with le•• detail. The on~y on• which add• a •lightly 

diff•r•nt approach i• Obadiah Bertinoro, of f ift .. nth century 

Italy. He bold• th• •a•• 
~ 

Tit•r•\ Yiara•l but explain• 

body•, be explain., would include vi•iting th• •ick and 

•wy tran•lation ---
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aean clothing the naked or feeding on• who i• hungry or other 

In aum, fro• our fti•hp ah 

co•••ntari•• th•r• 1• a aen•• once again that ~oing a••ilut 

htaadim with one '• 

fixed •eaaure when done with one '• body. 

not addr••• the idea of t~ l1mita of a••ilut b111di• in an 

, 
addreaaea only thi• point. Howeve~, within diacuaaiona of 

' Aa ••ntion•d 1n 

chapter one, the entire f irat aection of the book ia 

dedicated to the topic of loana. Thar• the following 

paragraph addr••• thia topic: 

Becauae of •Y own liaitationa, I hav• not be•n 
a~l• to diacov•r any ••ntion by cbaztl of a 
fix•d ••••ure for toana. Nor can any concluaiona 
be drawn fro• th• lava of charity. Th•r• th• 
aaxiaua li•it i• one fifth of on•'• po•••••iona, 
becauae thi• i• an outright gift. Her•, however, 
th• lender r•gaina po•••••ion of hi• •oney. Nor 
can th• oppoait• inference b• drawn, viz. that 
th• Torah ha• ordered one to allocate all hi• 
idle capital to aon•y loana, ainc• th• owner 
•ight find th• opportunity to •ake •o•• 
profitable inveataent, advantageoua to hi• 
houa•hold, and then h• would not hav• th• •oney 
availabl•: Th• logical approach would be that 
••ch J)9raon •hould act in accordance with hi• 
•••na, and ahould ext•nd what•v•r favor h• can 
to hi• fri•nd. I hav• found with God'• help, 
that tbe Sefer Hahinnukh too, h•• followed thia 

42 



• 

principl•. It. •ay :further ta. in:f•rr•d :fro• t.h• 
S•:f•r Habinnukh that. t.h• a.aunt. of t.h• loan will 
•l•o-4•p•nd on t.h• n .. d• o:f t.h• bo~row•r, a• t.h• 
l•nder can a:f:ford •uch an a•ount..• 

th• ••nae o:f th• li•it• o:f loaning . Found in the •am• chapt•r 

as the abov• •tat•••nt, th• Ha:fet z Hayyi• •tat.ea that one 

· •u•t loan to both the rich and the poor; one •ay loan •on•y, 

o:f times a loan may be granted; and that there i• no :fixed 

time :frame :for returning a loan, but thirty days is a logical 

aection thr•e o:f th• book. H• r• too, one cannot :find a 

•p•ci:fic section addr eaaing th• li•it• o:f ~h••• aapect.• o:f 

In the diacuaaion o:f visiting t.h• aick it aaya: •How the 

mitzvah o:f viaiiing th• sick has no fixed .. aaur• or 
~ 

limitation . Th• di•tingui•h•d ia r•quir•d to viait ~h• plain 

.. 
day •• ., In addition to lending aupport :for th• idea that 

c~rtain mit.zvot have no li•it, thi• com••nt ••••• to 

int•n•ify it. Un:fortunately alt.hough the diacuaaiona of thi• 

co••andment and tho•• of burying th• dead, r•joicing with 

bride and groo•, co•forting •ourn•r• and of:fering word• of 

•Abaya~ 'He .. d, by Haf•tz Hayyi•, t.ranalated by Leonard 
OaQhry, <Jl•w Yorks F•ldh•i• Publi•h•r•, 1976> Pag•. 34 • 

., ibid. pag• 200. 



advie9 and good will, ar• pr•••nt 1n fuil, no .. ntion of 

It ••••• 

then, that only in th• ar•a o1 loan• ha• th• Ha1etz Hayyi• 

add•d to tbi• di•cu••ion. Th• 1n1or•ation how•v•r, do•• not, 

( 

cit•d be1or•. Th• Encyclop•dia Tal•udit. which i• currently , 

being co•pl•t•d, i• a topic oriented work which au••ariz•• 

In it• articl• 

o1 the ooncept. Thi• text i• tb•-Only on• which addr••••• the 
I 

other it••• in th• liat of thing• which •h•v• no ••aaure• in 

Ge•ilut h••adi•. according to the R•bbia, haa no 
li•it, ••aning ae•ilut baaadi• with on•'• body. 
That which i• in on•'• power to do for the good 
of on•'• 1ri•nd, he ia obligated to do. There ia 
a di11•r•nt ~tw•en thoae re9aining thing• which 
have no li•it, auch •• the corner• of the ~ield, 
and the 1irat 1ruita, and a••ilut h•••dA•· With 
r•garda to the•• r•••ining thinga, ~h• •••enc• 
o1 tho•• •itzvot do•• have a lia~t. But i1 one 
viahea to add on Cto th• baai c a•ountl h• do•• • ao and th•r• i• no li it to thia and it i• 
conaidered a •ttzvah. Bvt the ••••nce o1 a••ilut 
haaadi• ha• no li•it, auch a• Cin ~h• ca•• o1l 
the atudy of Torah.• 

Thia is i•portant, not only becauae it help• to underatand 

connection or attempted to explain the liat found in the 

, 

•Encyclopedia Talaudi\, •O••ilut Haaadia•, <Jeruaal••: 
Talaudic •Encyclopedia In•titut•d, 1973. > colu•n 142. fty 
tranalation. 
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trait? For w• know froa chapt•r one, that i:f a••ilut ha•adim 

give up eith•r po•••••ion• or :!inane••· That i••u• ••ide, 

one cannot pa•• ov•r thi• text, which do•• not add •uch to 
. 

\ th• id•• of li•it• but do•• u•• a t•r• w• bav• not •••n 

Although th• ••ct.ion continue• with th• r•it•ration of those -
id••• already ••ntioned <i. e . of not •P•nding •or• than onE 

fifth if doing apailut haaadi• with on•'• •oney and of 

l•nding •• •uch ••you can>, J thi• co•••nt about the •••••nc•• 

of the eitzvah ••••• • o•t •~gnificant . 

In aum, the t•xta addr•••ing th• co•••nt aade by the 

"i•hnah that gp•ilyt ha•adi• ha• no fixed ••••ure all •••• to 

under•tand that to be in ter•• of activiti•• that involve 

• under thi• category or not. There i•, howev•r, a conaenaua 

that ae• ilut ha•adi•. wh•n done with on•'• own per•on, ha• no 

lialt at all. Thi• interpretation ••••• to fit into the 

when giving charity. Although thi• ait zvah i• iaportant, one 

••Y not i•poveriah hia/ her .. lf while trying to fulfill it. 

With re~ard• to tho•• activiti•• which r•quir• only peraonal 
_,,..,..._.... """" \ 

ti•• and energy, f o r which t~•r• i• no li•it, th•r• appear• 

---
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out of the working day to fulfill th•• •ight cau•• one to 

incur a lo••· It ••••• that, de•pit• th••• po••ibiliti••• 

th••• activiti•• are ao i•portant that they •u•t be done 

( 

Thu•, in addition to learning about \ h• li•it• o~ 

a•milut haaadi• when don• with on•'• •oney, thi• chapter h•• 
I 

alao provided aome more inaight• into th• i•portance and even 

th• ···••nee• of a••ilut h•••di•. 

# 

I 

• 



CHAPTER FOUR 

THE AUTHORITY OF QEKILUT HASAQift 

l• a••ilut h•••di• • co••andaent derived directly 

from th• Torah, or i• it a co•••nd••nt that th• rabbi• 

th••••lv•• en1ct•d long aft•r biblical ti•••? Thia qu•ation 

••• an op•rativ• on• for th• acholar• of th• ••di•v•l p•riod. 

D•t•r•inin~th• atatua of a law and th•r• by ••king ~ 

atat•••nt about it• authority ••• th• cono•rn of th• author 
~ 

of Halakhot G•dolot. ftaiaonidea, Nah•anid•• and other 

1 acholara and co•••ntato:• of th• poat-Talaudio ag• • 
.... 

author• of th• Cod••, who•• job it waa to clarify and 

conor•tiz• th• law• of th• Ttl•ud, conc•rn•d th••••lv•• with 

th• authority of oo••and••nta. Th•y cat•goriz•d •i\zyot into 

two groups : torahitic and rabbinic. Torahitic i•pl i•• that 

th• origin• of . the mi tzv1h li• in th• Torah ita•lf. Rabbinic 

• 
impli•• that th• law waa inf•r1•d or inetituted by the rabbi • 

fro• 1noth•r aource or by .. an• of th•ir own interpr•tiv• 

principl••· 

Thi• ability to diatinguiah between biblio•l 

l•gialat~on and rabbinic injunction ••• i•port1nt for 

pr1ctio1l purpo•••· Th• rabbi• did not •ngag• in thi• typ• 

of atudy and d•b•t• for atrictly 1c1d••ic r•a•ona; rath•r; 

--
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• 

to which i• ltgally corr•ct, th•n if a biblical aw i• 
( 

involv•d th• aor• •tring•nt opirtion i• follovtd, wh•r•a• if 

only a rabbinic law i• involv•d th• l••• •tring•nt vi•• 

hold•. 
- I 

Thu•, th• i•portanc• of thi• typ• of infor•ation for 

practical d•ci•ion ••king i• cltar. 

-which ••k• it up ar• torahitic o~ rabbinic. Th• •ubj•ct i• 

co•pl•x •• •• know that th• t•r• it••lf do•• not app•ar in 

) th• Bibl•. Cltarly th• law •u•t b• d•rivtd~ro• oth•r v•r•••· 

---

Th• i•portant qu••tion which will b• addr••a•d by th• t•xt• 

' pr•••nt•d in thi• chapt•r i• wh•th•r or not tho•• •ourc•• ar• 

•nough of a ba•i• upon which to cat•goriz• a••ilu\ ha•adi• •• 

torahitic; or i• a••ilut ha•adi• a rabbinic •nact••nt of a 

l••••r authority. 

Th• author of Halakhot Gtdolot i• th• fir•t to ••k• 

th• clai• that a••ilut ba•adi• and tho•• activiti•• which 

coapriae it, are aaong th• 613 co••and••nt• found in th• 

Torah. In th• introduction to hi• book, ht provid•• th• 

r•ad•r with varioua group• of torahitic coa•and••nt•. A• 

••ntion•d in chapt•r on•, within th• li•t of po•itiv• 

•itzvot. h• includ•• clothing t:ht nak•d, vi•iting th• •ick, 
. -

? comforting aourn•r•, burying th• d•ad, r•joicing with brid• 
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• 

and groo• and a••ilut. h•••di•· ' Alt.hough th• body oL t.h• 

book doa• not. go on . to addr•••· •acb on• oL t.tt.•• co•••nd .. nt.• 

individually, . it. car be •••u .. d hy t.h•ir pra .. na. in t.h• li•t. . 
o~ poai t.iv• coaaand .. nt.•, t.hat. t.b• author con•id•rad t.b•• t.o 

be t.orahit.ic. Th• ~act. that. h• doa• not provid• any • 
• ju•t.i~icat.ion or •xplanat.ion ~or hi• li•t.ing i• probl•aat.ic 

~or •any at.bar •cbolar• who ~ollow•d hia. Th• ao•t. vocal 

aaong th•• i• Kaiaonid••· 

In hi• int.reduct.ion t.o S•t•r H••it.zyot., Mai110nid•• -

pr•••nt.• t.h• principl•• which h• u••d t.o coapil• t.h• li•t. o~ -
that. t.h• author o~ Halakbot. GttcfOlot. iaprop•rly l•b•l•d 

a••ilut. b•aadi• and it.• 'j•pon•nt.• •• t.orahit.ic. 

coaaanda•nt.•, Mai90nid•• .in•i•t." ar• rabbinic. 

Tb•-

Hi• r•••oning 

i• cl••r in bi• •xplanat.J.on o~ t.b• ~ir•t. two principl•• which 

guidtd hi• in coapiling hi• li•t. o~ t.h• 613 coaaand .. nt.•. 

Th• ~ir•t. principl• •t.•t.••t •V• art not. to include in t.hi• 

tnu .. rat.ion coaaand••nt.• having only rabbinic aut.borit.y.• 

• Elaborating on t.hi• •t.at.• .. nt. Kai110nid•• ••Y• : 

I 

You ar• t.o know that. it. •hould not. hav• been 
n•c••••ry t.o co•••n~ on t.hi• aat.t.•r which 1• 
p.r~act.ly cltar. Sine• t.h• t.••t. o~ th• Talaud 
h•• it.a "Six bundrad and t.hirt. .. n co•••nd .. nt.• 
w•r• d•clar•d unto ft08tt8 at. Sinai,• how i• it. 
poaaibl• t.o ••Y cona.rning anything which i• o~ 
rabbinic authority t.hat. it. be inclu~Rd in t.hi• 
•nu .. rat.ion! • •• It. i• t.hi• point. w~icb •ludad 
•09R0n• and ~or t.hi• r•a.on h• co~nt.Rd t.h• 
clot.bing o~ ~ nalcad [among t.h• COJIMnd .. nt.•l 

' ' Th• ••act. t.•r• i• i•ga .. 1 b•••d, Can activ• ~or•>. I hav• 
•quat.td that with G••ilut. ~•••di•. 

---
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becau•• h• found in I•aiaht •When you ••• th• 
nak•d, you •hall cover thea.•<I•. 58t7> Buth• 
wa• unawar• that thi• C•pec~fic dutyl i• 
••brac•d within God ' • g•n•ral word•: •You •hall 
•ur•ly op•n your hand ••• and lend hi• lt\lffici•nt 

• I 
for hi• n••d and that ~hich h• wanta. • cot. 
15:8> For it i• ~l•ar beyond a doubt that th• 
purport of thi• co••and••nt i• tha~ we •hould 
feed th• hungry, cloth• th• nak•d, giv• a 
•attr••• to hi• who haa non•, and cov•r to hi• 
who ha• non•, and provide th• ••ana of aarriag• 
to hi• who ha• non•, and tran•portation to hi• 
who has non•, •• i• known fro• th• t•xt of th• 
Talaud that all th••• •atter• ar• included in 
God ' • g•n•ral worda, •auffioient for hi• 
n•ed. • ••• Thi• point ia clear b•yond any. doubt. 

--whatever i• of rabbinic authority i• not to b• 
count•d in th• au• total of 613 coaaandaenta, 
•inc• that f igur• ia atl ba••d upon ver••• in 
th• Torah, th•r• being nothing aaong th•• which 
i• of rabbinic authority aa we •hall explain. 
But auch a condition Cwhich th••• acholara 
introduced) - of counting •o•• i~junction• which 
are of rabbinic authority and leaving out oth•r• 
juat aa a aatt•r randoa choic• - cannot be 
acc•pt•d und•r any circuaatanc•, r•gardl••• of 
who 1• ita author.• 

••••• to coae to th• concluaio~ that they ar• all aub•u••d 

..... 
Wher• th• author of H1lakhot Gedolot cit•d on• biblical v•r•• 

a• hia aourc•, ftaiaonid•s, ha• cited anoth•r. Nonetheleaa, 

th• important point aad• h•r• i• that A••i lut ha .. d i • i• 

rabbinic not torahitic. 

ftaiaonid•• go•• on to ~urth•r eaphaaiz• thia point in 

hi• di•ou••ion of the ••cond principle. That b•ing t •we ar• 

•Charl•a B. Chav•l, Tb• ftitzvot. <Ne w York: Soncino Preaa, 
196 7 ) • pg 371. 
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not to include in thi• enu••ration law• derived fro• 

which the Torah i• expound•d or by th• principle of 

inclu•ion. • Thi• "aiaonid•• explain• in th• followinQ way : 

Th• •ub•tanc• of the aatt•r i• thu• aa follow• : 
whatever i• not explicitly atated in the Torah 
and you find th• Talaud deriving it by on• of 
the thirt••n exegetical principle• - then, if 
Cth• •ageal th••••lv•• clearly affira that 'it. 
i• of th• ••••nee of Torah' or that ' it i• 0£ 
•criptural authority' , it i• proJ)9r to count 
that~icular law Caaong th• coaaand••nt•l, 
•inc• tho•• who r•ceived the tradition 
ex~icitly atat•d that it i• oj •criptural 
authority. But if th•y have not clearly 
•xplain•d it or •tat•d it to be •o, th•n it i• 
of rabbinic authority, • i nc• th•r• i• no v•r•• 
dir•ctly indicati~g that Clawl.a ~ 

Th• n eddr•a•ing hiaaelf to a••ilut haaadi• and ita related 

• i tzvot. "aia onid•• adds: 

Tho•• Cauthoral depending aa th•y do upon 
baa•l••• coapari•ona, count aaong th• poeitiv• 
coaaandaent• visiting the eick, conaoling 
aournera and burying th• dead - all b•cau•• of 
the follo~ing interpr•tation • •ntion•d in 
connection with God'• word• ••• •And you •hall 
ahow th•• the way wherein they auat walk and the 
d••d• they a u•t do.• CEx. 18 t 20> •• • {0n th• ba•i• 
ot thi• text, th••• authoral thought that each 

- and •v•ry duty ••ntioned con•titut•d a 
coaaand••nt in itael.1, but th•y w•r• unaware 
that all th••• and •i•ilar duti•• are eabrac•d 
within the t•r•• of one 0£ the coaaandaenta 
explicitly atated in th• Torah, a• cont.ain•d in 
God ' • word• : •And you ahall lov• your n•ighbor 
a• your•el£.• <L•v. 19s 18>• 

Here again, it i• clear. that t.h••• mi\zyot are con•id•r•d by 

"aiaonid•• aa rabbinic and not torahitic. It• 1ntereat.1ng 

~1d. pg. 374 

•ibid. pg. 375 
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that Kai•onid•• and th• author of Halakbot Qsdolot diff•r 

origin of th••• activiti••· Furtb•r, in th• fir•t principl• . 
cit•d abov•, Kai•onid•• attribut•• th••• activiti•• to th• 

attribut•• t.h••• v•ry •••• •1tzyot t.o •1ov• your n•ighbor •• 

youra•lf.• Thu•, in addition t.o ••king th• point that t.h••• 

ar• not. t.orahit.ic aitzyot. Kai•onid•• al•o ••••• in•i•t•nt. -upon int•rpr•t.ing th•ir soura. diff•r•ntly than th• •ourc• 

• 
which t.h• Talmud and Halakhot G«dolot cho.. t.o u••· 

By far, Kai•onid•• giv•• the •o•t. att•ntion t.o t.hi• 

•at.t.•r of the authority of a••ilyt ha•adi•. 

•l•b addr••• t.hi• top~c,- not to debat• the natur• of a••1lut 

ha•adia. however, but to try to r••olve t.h• two opinion• put 

forth by th••• two ••rly codifi•r•. Rabbi Ko••• t»n Hachaan, 

<Hah•anid•• >, who wa• ••ntion•d in chapt•r on• in r•f•r•nc• 

hi• book Iorat Ha ' adam, app••r• -gain h•r• •• one of th• 

-- . of Ha~akhot G•dolot. H• wrot• a co•••ntary to th• S.f•r 

Kai•onid•• about th• authority of a••ilut ba•adi• and it• 

r•lat•d •itzyot,. 

In hi• r.••pon•• to Kaiaonid••• Mah•anid•• bring• in 

tb• perapeeliv• of th• author of Halakbot G9<19lot , and al.a•t 
I • 

w•av•• th• two thinker• into on• dialogu•. ff• pr•••nta both --opinion•, a• w•ll a• interjRc:ting hi• own one• in a while. 



haaadi•. Nah••nid•• giv•• both ••n cr•dit, citing po•t-

biblical aourc•• which •xpr••• both of th-.,;1.r vi•••· Th• < 

opinion of Halakhot O.dolot i• th• •••• •• that articut at•d 
• 

lfa•itzvot i• th• •a•• a• that found in th• s1:re. Nahaanid•• 

••k•s •why i• Kai•onid•• ao •urpri••d by th• author of 

Halakhot Gedolot? H• u••d that which ••• taught i~ th• Sifr• 

to Cdiacu••l thi• mitzvah and th• author of Halakhot G•dolot • 
u••d that which wa• taught in th• a•mara.•• How•v•r, mor• 

oft•n than not, Nahaanid•• do•• •id• with Kaiaonid••· Aft•r 
J ' 

di•cu~•ing th• four •P•cific activiti•• conn•ct•d with 

a••il,vt ha•adia, h• add• that in hi• opinion th•Y •hould all 

be •ub•u .. d und•r on• •i$zv1b. H• further concur• with 

"aiaonid•• in attributing th••• p!tzvot to th• •ourc• t•xi 

• explanation for thi• r•••oning. Th• pl~••• •your •hould walk 

in God'• way•• co••• froa 3•thro'• advice to fto•••· 

Nahmanid•• clai•• that it would b• iaprop•r to U•• th• words 

of a g•nti1• a• th• •ourc• of a biblical coaaand••nt. Thu•, 

torahitic v•r••• rabbinic but atteapt• to clarify th• 

th• i••u• of authority dow• not •••• a• pr•••ing a• it wa• 

•ay tran•lation, fro• •The Fir•t Principl•• of S•f•r 
H••itzyot. 
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for ftaiaonide•. 

•en•e ·out of the two diff•rent opinion• previou•ly pre•ented, 
.."\ 

or he f•el• he can't reach a deci•io~and leave• it to th• 

individual to aake up hi•/her own •ind. 

~ 
Thi• •a•e type of pre•entation i• ••d• in Halakhot 

Gedolot. 

body of th• book it••lf i• a ••ction of •addition• and 

G'dolot ••• written and tbi• group of glo••e• b~ing• in both 

work•, •• know it i• a later addition. > Like Nah•anide• 

above, the anony•ou• author trie• to pre•ent both opinion• 

; 

of Halakhot Gedolot u•ed the t•xt ·frow Sotab 14 to arrive at 

the conclu•ion th•t clothing the naked, vi•iting the •ick, 
... 

ftai•onid•• explanation of •it,zy,lh #8, •To Walk in God'• 

that be i• •xplaining th• debate in a •i•ilar fa•hion to 

Hah•anidea, •tatings •1 bave found the words of ~b•anid••' 

in ftaiaonid•• Firat Principle in Sef•r Ha•itzyot to explain 

th• aut~r of Halakbot, Gedolot aa I have.•• Thi• w~iter 

•ttalakbot Gedolot,. Introduct!on. 



••v•n co••and••nta will b• aiaaing C~ro• our counting] i~ w• 

follow th• worda of Nahmanidea.• 7 

It app•ara that thi• author haa• pr•••nted an 

explanation aimilar to that of Nah•anid••· But. h• ultimately 

returned to th• taak at hand, counting th• mitzvot, and 

revealed an additi~nal problem. He, lik• the author of 

Halakhot G•dolot, want• to •nd up with 613 commandm•nta. 

Although h• ha• add~~ to th• diacuaaion, h• ha• atill left ua 

unr•aolved about whether or not th••• commandm•nta ahould be 

count•d aa torahitio or aa rabbinic. 

) There ia one final text wh1oh ••k•• a paa&ing co•••nt 

about the topic at hand. Kiryat Seftr waa written by Mo••• 

b•n Joaeph Trani, who lived from 1~00-1seo . Th• main aourc• 

for thia work ia Maimonidea• niahntb Torah. Although th• 

body of thi• t•xt i• about burying th• dead, the aection 

opena with th• following comments 

The mitzvah o~ a••ilut ba1adim is generally from 
the Torah by way of •Love your neighbor aa 
yourself• and some also teach from th• verse 
•you ahall walk in God'• waya• aa our sag•• 
taught, and th• detail• of a••ilut hasadim com• 
from th•ir Cth• aage'al worda.• 

Thi• •••ma to aum up th• above co•••nta. It i• alao th• 

general opinion which com•• out of th• articl• on gemilut 

b1aadip in th• Encyclopedia Tal•udit. <Ment1oned in th• 

previoua chapter. > ' Ho one denies that a••ilut haaadim i• not 

T i;1ri-d. 



directly found i n the Bibl• and th•refor• it muat come fro• 

anoth•r veree. However, despite thi• fact, ae we •aw above, 

the Halakbot Gedolot ia willing to c ategoriz• the ~itzvot aa 

torahitic, Yh•re naimonid•a and Nahmanides classify it aa 

rabbinic. Although these p r ominent thinkers •ngage in this 

debate abou t the authority of a•milut basadim. no one 

diacuasea how that would effect th• practical application or 

fulfillment of ~he activi ty. One may not do aemilut haeadim 

l••• oft•n or with le•• vigor b•cau•• it might b• rabbinic 

rather than torahitic . The limit• of a•milut haeadim were 

pr•••nted in the p revious chapter and they seem to •tale that 

on• must do thia t o t he extent ~hat it i• physically and 

f inancially poasible. The debate over th• authority of thi• 

import for those who wrote about it . Thia •--•• to have 

little effect, however, on the way in which one would ~ngage 

in the mitzvah o~ ~milut h••adim. Deapite t heir 

diaagreem~nta, these texts do not diminish the value of the 

concept in any way at all. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN GEKILUT HASADin AND TZEPAKAH 

Gemilut haaadim i• oft•n found in conjunction with 

diecuasion• of tzedakah. 

T;edakah could be 

•••n as an ••p•ct of a••ilut h•••dim, •• aome of the texts 

cit•d in the ohapt•r thr•• might indicat•. <They diacuea the 

limits of gemilut ha•adim vhen d one with one'• ~oney. ) Or 

tzedakah may be a mitzvah vhich ia eomplet•ly ind•pendent of 

aemilut haaadim. Although thia chapter will not present t•xta 

which diacuee tzedakah alon•, it •ill •xplor• tho•• texte 

which contain both oonc•pta, providing aome indication o1 the 

relationa hip betve•n th•m. 

Th• p•r•pecti ve of th••• paaaagea i• not halakhic or 

Ther• are no diacuaaiona, for example, of t he 

differences in how one vould fulfill th••• two mitzvot . Nor 

ar• there compariaona of t he •xtent of on•'• legal obligation 

to uphold th•m. 

commandment s in relation to one another. Some addr••• th• 

iaau• of which of th• two i• more ••ritorioue, tzedakah or 

aemilut h•••dim. 

them to all th• other oommandm•nt• in th• Tor•h. It ia 



important to note at t hia point that. p•rhapa beoau•e of th• 

mor e aggadic nature of the t•xt• in thi• chapt•r aa well aa 

the next, th• word h••• d ia often uaed interchangeably with 

Where this rarely happened in mo re halakhio 

diecuaaiona, h•r• it ie common . 

Certainly t her• a r e more text• avai l able on this 

topic which would •dd t o the disouaaion of the r•l ation•hip 

between th••• two concepta . Th• few preaented in thia 

chapter serve aa an initial confir•ation that t h••• two 

mitxvot are )lo•ehov connected - either prac tically or 

conceptually or both. 

The earl i ••t citation comparing th••• two t•rma 1• i n 

the Toaett• to Miehnah Peah. Th• Toaefta ia a body o~ 

li\erature which contains mat•rial from the Miahnaic period 

which cannot be found in th• Miahnah i t•• l f, but which 

elucidat e and embelli•h that material . Theae paaaagea, 

c alled b1r1ito t. are not commentari•• to the Mi e hnah bu t 

additi o nal text• addr •••ing the •••• •ubj•ct . It ia no~ 

entirely c l••r who compiled all of th••• texts, but aom• 

•choler a augg••t that the ttnna. R. Hiyya bar Abba redaot•d 

th~ wor k . 

In the Toaetta to tractate Peah, parts of which have 

Izedakth and gemi lu1 haeadim outweigh all of the 
commandments in the Torah. But, t;edakth Ccan be 
given) only to th• living, but a•milut haaad1m 
Coan be givenl to th• living and th• dead. 



Tzedakah tcan be given] only to the poor, but 
g•m1lut haaadim Coan be givenl to both th• poor 
snd the rioh . Tzedak~h Ccan be given l wi t h on•·• 
~inancea, but gemilut ha•edim Ccan be giv•nl 
with on•'• ~inane•• and with one'• pereon. 1 

Thie text r•appeara in a number o~ other placea. Th•r• are 

additional comments, but all retain the core concept that 

gemilut haatdim can b• given to another in more vay• than 

tzP.dakah, and hence, by rabbinic atandarda, it ha• been shown 

to be a mitzvah of greater import. Thia text, aa well a• 

thoae othere1 make addition atatement• tha t are relevant to 

thia chapter. They will b e examined after all the vari•ty 

text• addreoaing the abov• paeaage have been explored. 

In the Paleetinian Talmud a very eimilar veraion of 

th• abov• quotation may be found. One additional line ie 

added at th• end of the t•xt which aupporta th• euggeation 

that in th• end a•milyt h•••dim ie a mitzvah of greater value 

than tzedakah. 

Iz•dakah and Qtmilyt h•••dim outweigh all of the 
commandments in the Torah. But, tz•dakah can be 
cond ucted onl y with the living, but gemilut 
haaadim can be conducted with the living and the 
dead. Tzedakah can be conducted with the poor, 
but gemilut ha•adim conducted with both th• poor 
and the rich. Tztd1kah can be conducted with 
one'• financea, but gemilu\ ha&adim can be 
conduyted with on•'• ~inane•• and with one'• 
pereon. R. Yo hanan bar "•ir in the name of R. 
Yohanan Ceaidsl we do not know which 1• •ore 
precioua, tzed1kah or aemilut b1a1dim - for it 
••Y• •The kindn••• <h•l•d> of the Lord i• 
everla•ting u pon thoee who fear GodJ and God'• 

1 Toaefta Zeraim, translated by J. Neuaner and R. Saraeon, 
<Nev Jerayi Kt1 v Publiahing Houae, 1986> pg. 73. 

59 



righteou•n••• <tzad1k1h> unto on• '• children'• 
childr•n. <Pa. 103:17> Th•re!or• it i• ••id that 
gemilut ha•tdim i• mor• precioua than tzedakah . • 

first, a very minor change, i• th• u•• of th• word 'noheget', 

<to conduct on•'• ••lf, to act or b•have>. Where th• Topefta 

toxt had no apparent verb in th• aentence, thi• t•xt has 

added one, µreaumably for greater clarity. _,,,. 
i• the addition of R. Yohanan'• atatement . 

The- other change 

The b iblical 

' verae !rom Paalma ia brought in •nabling a value judgement to 

made on thee• two terma. Th• Haf•tz Hayyim, in Ah•v1t Heeed, 

interprets this uae of th• Paalm verae to •ean that God ' • 

until the third gdneration <the children'• children.> Thie 

i nterpretation ia aggadic and most likely Meant to be taken 

•er i oualy bu t not with utter literaln•••· Nonetheleaa, t hia 

uae of the biblical ver•• ia what allows th• next •tatement 

to be made: • Gomilut baaadim i• more precioua than tzedakah. • 

There i• a third instance where thia text, again with 

additions and alight change• can be found. In th• Babylonian 

Talmud 1n tractate Sukkah 49b th• following •tat•••nt i• 

R. Eleazar further •tated: aemilut baaadim ia 
greater than tztdtkah, for it ia ••id: •sow 
your••lve• according to your tztdtkah but reap 
according to your bt•td.• <Ho•. 10:12> If a 

I 

peraon •owe, it ia doubtful whether he will eat 
Chia harveetl or not, but when a peraon reapa, 
he will certainly eat. R. Eleazar further aaida 

•P1leatini1n Ttlmud, Tr1ctate Peth 111. 
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Th• rewar d of tzedakah dep•nd• entirely upon th• 
extent of the kindne•• <h•••d> in it, for it i• 
••id •sow your••lves according to tz•dakah but 
reap according to beaed. • 
Our Rabbi• taught, in three re•pecte i• aemilut 
h1aadim •uperio r to t2ed1k1h 1 tzed1k1b lean be 
don•l only with on•'• •oney, but oe•ilut baa1dim 
Cean b• donel with on•'• peraon and on• ' • •oney . 
Tzedakah Coan be givenl only to th• poor, 
aemilut haaadim Coan be given) to both the rich 
and th• poor . Tzedaka~ Cean be given) to the 
living only, a•milut h•••dim [can be done} both 
to th• living and to th• dead. 

The sec ond paragraph of thi• text i• aga i n almost the aame aa 

aets up the image that Qtmilut haaadim is greater that 

tzedakah. Like the one found in th• Pal••tin ian Talmud, it 

uaea • biblical text to prove its point. When we arrive at 

the aecond paragr •ph th• id•• that a•milut h•••di~ i• 

early Ioeefta veraion, or may have had •ome other common 

•ource. Th~y are however, the only pa•eagea which •uggeet 

There are no •uch diac uaaion• found in the Cod•• or other 

later re•ponaa. A few additional pa••ao•• which di•cuae 

gemilut haaadim and tztdakah are al•o found within this ear ly 

per iod of literature . 

Th• To•efta to "i•hnah Peah ha• one other coament of 

relevance to thi• chapter. Unlike the earlier citation, thi• 

on• group• a•milut b111dim and tzedakah together. 
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R. El•azar b . R. Yoaei From which Cv•r•• •ay w• 
d•riv• thatl tzedakah and aemilut h•••di• ar• 
great p•ace-mak•r• and interceaaor• betw••n Cthe 
people ofl Iarael and God in heav•n? It i• 
atated •For •o •aya the Lordi Do not •nt•r their 
house of mourning of go to lam•nt or oonaol• 
them. For I have taken away •Y peac• from thi• 
people, ••Y• the Lord, kindn••• <h•••d>, and 
m•rcy <rachamim>. • <Jer. l61S> Kindn••• - thi• 
referu to aemilut h•••dim, mercy - thia refera 
to tzedakab. Th• v•r•• ~hua teach•• that 
tz•dakah and o••ilut h•••dim are gr•at p•ace 
maker• b•tw••n Cthe peopl•l Iarael and God in 
heaven. 

underatanding of the argument that gemilut ha•adim and 

tzedakah are great p•ace •akera. Thi• text auggeata that the 

' be by th• removal of gem~lut baaadim and tz•dakah. Wh•n they 

would be returned, God'• p•aoe would be return•d aa well. 

Thu• gemilut haeadi1n and tzedakah are great p•aoe •ak•r• and 

interc•aaora. 

One final text which augg•ats another relationship 

between t~e ~wo terms i• in the Sukkah paaaage cited above. 

Where the Toaefta paaaage joined aemilut haaadim and tz•dakah 

together, this texts •••• tzedakah •• a compon•nt of gemilut 

haaadim. 

R. El•azar furth•r atat•d, the one who execut•e 
charity <tz•dakah> and juatice <•i•hpat> i• 
r•garded aa though he had fill•d all th• world 
with kindn••• <h•••d>. For it i• aaid •th• one 
who love• charity and ju•tice, th• earth ia full 
of kindn••• of th• Lord . • <Pa. 331S)~ 

1 Sukkah 49b 
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------

One• again th• ••nae of th• r~lation•hip betv••n th••• ter•• 

com•• !rom th• underetanding of th• biblical v•r••· Thi• 

•••m• to be eaying that if one lovea and doea tzedtkah and 

m1ahoat (charity and juet ic•> then the earth vill be filled 

with gemilut haaadim. Thua th••• two thinga could be a•en ae 

component.a of acmilut baeadim or a• activiti•• which bring 

about that end. Here ve ••• the concept of gwmilut h1ead1m 

expressed in ita figurative ••n••· mer• a• a quality of 

exiet &nce than ea a •P•ci!ic duty. 

After having aur veyed a nu•ber of t~xta which addr••• 

the relat1onahip betv••n gemilut b1eadim and tzedakah very 

!ev conclusive statement• may be made . The fact that they 

are found together io the best evidence to prove eome d•gr•• 

of connect.ion. Thia material would certainly have fit. into 

the upcoming chapter which add~••••• gemilyt haaadim in 

midraahic texte. However, the pr•••noe of thia amall but 

aignif icant number of paaaagea uaing the two terms together 

G•~1lut baaadim does •••m 

to be ~ commandm•nt which can be fulfilled through a vari•ty 

of aclivit.iee. T~ed1k•h 1• primarily eom•thing which 

require• one to use on•'• financea. It ia not clear, 

however, which ia more meritorious or precioua. 

Deapit• the lack of concluaiona about th••• two 

id•••• much can be learned from their appearance together in 

eo many paaaag••· It •••mm that th••• t wo mitzvot are 

connected not. only by the t.exte cited her• but al•o by their 
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very nature. They both ar• aotiviti•• wh•r• un• giv•• 0£ 

on•'• ••1£, through ~inane•• or through •n•rgy, to b•tt•r 

anoth•r'• poaition in thi• world. A• it aaid in th• IoaeSta 

pa aaag• cited ••rlier in th~• ohapt•ri •Gemilut baaadie and 

tz•dakah o utweigh all the com•and••nta in the Torah . • They 

•••m to contain the ••••no• 0£ aitzyot and bring about the 
\ 

most important o~ end• - \ h• h•lping 0£ other people. 

Clearly both are key concept• in 3•wi•h thought and 11£• 

without which a 3ew could not £ul£ill hi• / her 

reapon•ibiliti•• to th• 3ewiah p eople or to God. 

, 

/ 

, 

.tl 
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-e~APTER SIX 

THE IftPORT OF DEMILUT HASADln AS DEKONSTRATED THROUGH AGGAPAH 

I 

about q•mi1ut baaadim are mad• in non - halakhic lit•rature. 

oit•d thus ~ar hav• had a l•gal or halakhic p•r•p•ctive. 

Although they provide a ••n•• of th• importanc• of gemilu\ 

htaadim, it ia in the aggadic material that thi• impr•••ion 

come• acroaa moat clearly. Th• aggadah i• the body of 

literature which, in contraat to helakhph, 1• not l•galiatic 

but narrative. Thia broad cat•gory of lit•rature contains 

many varieties of text~. 

paeaag•• and •v•n aimple non-l•gal atat•m•nt• are i ncluded in 

thia corpus. 

Thoe& pa•aage• of an •x•getic al 

nature are c alled midraah1m. Th• word midraah i • d•rived 

from the roe._. ' s!a!h.', to ••arch, •••k or inv•at1gat•. Th••• 

ar• •xaminationa and explanationM which goes far beyond the 

literal int~rpr•tation of a paaaag•. 

thua tar ar• of a midraahic natur•. Hoat, how•v•r, would 

fall u nder th• category of •midraah h1l1khah, • •x•g••i• of 

bibl i cal texta ua•d to d•t•rmin• legal iaau••· 



which vi~l be explored in thia chapter fall i nto the category 

of •midra•h aggadah, • exeg••i• which hae a moralizing of 

edifying tendency. 

hundred and aeventeen are cited in the midraehic anthology 

Yalkhut El«azar, and still more exie~. Thi• chapt er will 

present a nandful of aggadic text•, acme of which are 

midraahim, vhich capture t h5 aenae of the •1gni11cancc o~ 

It will become clear 

that this mitzvah, vheth•r an action or a character trait, is 

amnng the moat valued concept• in Jeviah tradition. 

The upcoming t•xta apan from miahnaic times through 

that of the o odea and riehonim Mentioned in earlier chapters. 

Unlike the presentation of th• preceding material, theae 

paeaagea will be introduced by comMon t h••• not in 

chronological order. We vill begin with the moat general and 

end with those texts vhich •peak very •pecifically about 

gemilut ha•adim. The first text, an aggadic paaaage, come• 

from Miahnah Avot 112. lt etatea1 •Shimon Hatzadik was 

ministering over the Great Aeaembly1 and h• ••id: Upo n three 

things coes the world atand, upon Torah, u pon worship and 

upon g e milut hasedim. • Hov c o uld anyone be more explicit 

about the importance of a concept than thatl It aeema 

obvioua that according to this text a•milut haaadim is one of 

the thr•• moat important things in the world, a pillar of it• 

e x1at•noe. Similar •tatem•nt~ ar• mad• about the people 

'Th • auprem• court d uring ••cond Templ• tim••· 
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Iera•l, the r•l•tionehip between God and the people Ierael 

and •v•n abou t the Torah. 

In tn• Pal••tinian Ta l mud in tractat• Kidduahin, 

halakhah 4 , the f o llowi ng comme nt ia made abo ut the varioua 

gif~s God gave to Israel : 

Then David ••i d , •th•r• ••r• thr•• good gifta 
that t he Holy One, bleaa•d b• God, gave to 
Iaraels compa aaion, mod•ety and a•~ilut haaadim. 
Compaaa~on, from where Cin aoripture can t.hi• be 
p r oven ? ) •the Lo rd aha.ll turn from th• 
fierc • n••• of anger and ahow ¥Ou compassio n. • 
COt. 13 : 18> "odeaty, from where Cin ~cripture 
can thia be prov•n?l •And Mo••• aaid to th• 
people, Do not feari fo r God ha• come t o prove 
you, and the fear of may b• b•for• your •Ye• 
that you may not ain. •(£x 20120 > Thia i• a ma r k 
o~ a mod•at pereon, who will not r•adily •in. 
And •• to who•v•r ia not modeat, it i• certain 
that hi• anc•etora did not etand at "cunt Sinai. 
Gemilut baaadim. from wh•r• Cin acriptur• can 
this b• proven?] •becauee you harken to th••• 
ordinance• and ke•p them and do them th• Lord 
your God Y'i~l k•ep the covenant with you and th• 
kindneea <h•••d > which God evore to yo u r 
ancestor• to keep.• <Ot. 7 : 12> 

Aga i n the tex t s liete the three g9od thing• the Lord gave to 

Iarael. 

God gave to the peoplQ Israel, not actual tangible things . 

If the l~t•r had been tru• the Torah would c•rtainly have 

among th• items on the liat indicating it• importance as • 

trai~ for Iarael. 

From this paeaage come two •or• texta. Both sugg••t 

Israel poameae. They are, of course, compaeeion, modesty and 

gemilut haeadim aa mentioned above. In tractate Yebamot ?9a 
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it does in the above p•••ag•. In Maimonid•a' Mi•hn•h Torah. 

it take• on a dif1erent slant. In the •sock of Helin••••, in 

the chapter on 1orl>idd•n relatione it eaye; 

Similarly, if a peraon exhibSte i•pudenc•, 
cruelty or mieanthropy, and never perform• an 
ac~ o1 kindn•••, on• ehould atrongly euepect 
that he i• of Gib•onit• d••c•nt, eince th• 
dietinctiv• trait• of Iera•l, th• holy nation, 
are modesty, compaaaion and gemilut beead1m.• 

Because this ie a late text, one might assume that it had aa 

its source one of the above mentioned texts. It i• aaying, 

in no uncertain ter~e, that the vay to d iati nguieh th• 

behavjor of an lara•lite i• to look for • fev distinctive 

characteriatice, one of them being gemilut haeadim. 

Not only might one knov th• importance of a•milut 

haaadim from the eugg••t~one ot these midraahim, according to 

other text• one vould alee knov it 1rom the Torah. Aa the 

citat ion in chapter on• of Sotah 14a auggeata 1 •Torah begins 

and ends with a•milut haaadim. • The peraon who devotes a 

great deal of •pace to proving thi• point is the Hafetz 

Hayyim. I~ the introduction to hie book Ahavat Heeed, he 

suggests that not only doee the Torah begin and end with 

gemilut haeadim, but that gemilut ht•ad1M ia p r eeent in 

almoet •very peraeha. He open• hi• introduction by citing 

th• entir• Sotah 14• p••••o• and then continues: 

H•r• obazal have Made u• aware o~ the great 
i•portance of gemilut ChaewdimJ by •hoving that 

1 Be'ah 19117. 
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th• Torah begin• and •nd• wi th thi• topic. 
tru~h, how•v•r. th••• are not th• only •uch 
P•••agea. "any oth•r •oction• of th• Tor•h 
with the aubject •• v• •hall, pl•••• God, 
d•monatrate ... Now ve •hall demonatrat• for 
ev•ryone'• ben•fit hov the Torah i• r•pl•t• 
act• of h•aed ... a 

In 

d•al 

with 

H• then b•gina to go t hrough many para•hiot and demonatrate 

th• pre••nce of aome aspect of a•m1lut h•aadirn which 1• 

evident. His approach auggeata one• again not only the 

importance of this topic to th• peppl• Iarael, but ita 

importance to God, who placed it throughout th• Torah -

makin~ it, ea it wer•, th• an •••••nee• of the Torah. 

There are other midraahic teMta vhich echo thi• 

sentiment through slightly more particular connections. Th• 

Avot de R. Nathan. a homil•tical •Mpoajtion of the miahnaio 

treatise Pirk• Avot whoa• date i• unclear, conn•ota gemilut 
' 

hgsgdi m with atonemen t . In chapt•r four paragraph one it 

says: 

Once R. Yochanan b. Zakkai waa leaving 
J•ru•alem. R. Yehoahua wa• 1olloving b•hind him 
and ·•av th• ruin• of th• T••Pl•. R. Yehoahua 
aaidt Wo• to ua for thial Th• place where 
atonement was obtained for Iara•l'• •in• i• in 

_ruin•. CR. Yochanan b. Zakkail r•pli•d1 "Y eon, 
let thia not aadd•n you. We hav• anoth•r for• of 
oton•m•nt which ia equal to thi•. And what i• 
it? - G•milut b111die. •• it i• aaid t •For I 
deair• hesed and not atcrifice.• <Hoa 616> 

Atonement ia a concept of great iaport to J•wiah thought and 

life. Wh•n the Temple via deatroyed aniaala could no longer 

b e ••crifioed in atonement for peopl•'• •ina. To auggeat that 

~Ha!etz Hayyim, Ahavet H•acd. Tranela~ed by L•onard Oachry, 
<Nev York: Feldheim Publi•h•r•, 1~76 >, Page 21. 
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act• of gemilut hapedim could replace thia important 

inatitution is to sugg•et that a•milut haaadim ha• extreme 

importano• and value. 

There ia a midraah wh ich auggeata that King Solomon 

kne v of the great valu e o1 gemilu\ hasadim even before the 
/ 

Temple vaa destroyed. Thia ' text links its value to the 

activities of comforti n g ~ournera and r ejoicing wi th 

bridegroom~. In Pirk e de R. Eliez1r. Tor1t Ha'1dam and 

tractate Soferim the following atory is rel1yed1 

Sol omon aav th• greatness of t ho•e who did 
gemil ut heaadi! and built two gate• for I•rael, 
one for bridegroom• and the other for mourner• 
and excommunicated p•raona. CThe p•opl• ofl 
Iera•l woul d com• on Shabbat and •it b•tween the 
two gat••· When a p•r•on would enter the gate 
for grooma t hey would know h• vaa a groom and 
they would •ay to him 1 •aay he who dwe ll• in 
this hou•• ••k• you happy with •on• and 
daughter•~· And the one who entered the gate 
for mourner• with hi• upper lip cover•d, they 
knew h• waa • aourner and th•y ••id to hi•. •"ay 
h• who dvells in thi• houee comfort you . • And 
if h• entered the gat~ of the mour ner and hi• 
upper lip vae not covered they knew he vae 
excommunicated and they ••id t o himt •may th• 
one who dwell• in thi• hou•• allow you to hear 
the vorda of your friend• and relativ••· 
CSo lomon aid thial in order that all of Iarael 
could fulfill their o bligation of g••ilut 
haaadim. And after the deatruction of t.h• 
Temple th• aagea ••tabliahed that the groom• and 
the mourner• would go to th• aynagogu•• and 
academiea. And th• people of th• place would 
••• the groom and cel•brat• with him and ••• the 
mourner and ait with hi• on th• ground. CThi• 
wa• don•l in order that all Iara•l would tultill 
ita obligation of a•milut ha•adim and upon them 
one eayaa •Bl••••d ia th• on• who give• r•ward 
to tho•• who do a•milut h•••dim.• 

4 Pirke de R. El••~ar, end o~ ·Ohapt•r 17, •Loving aer vice to 
mourners. Tora\ Ha ' adam, pg. 214. So!erim, •12. 



Thia paaaago vaa cit•d in chapter one to d•monetrate th• 

action ori•nted approach to g•milut ha•adim. It reappear• 

here to •hov the great import it had on a practical aa vell 

•• religious level. Gemilut baa•dim is clearly ••condary to 

Temple rites, yet th• rabbi• £elt it vaa ao important that 

they gave us • l•gend about it and thue creating • direct 

assoc iAt ion . 

"any mo re midraehim of this sort could be p r ovided t o 

aupport the b•lief that gemilut h•••dim i• among ·the moat 

important mitzvot one can fulfill . One la•t t•xt provides an 

addit i onal connection which b r ing• thie chapt•r to a very 

nice close. That is the conn•ction between gemil~t basadim 

and the world to come. It is through our action& in this 

world t ha t ve wi ll in~erit the world to come, and there a re 

midraahim that sug gest that gtmilyt haaadim will c ertainly 

help a person reach that end . In th• Paleatinian Talmud one 

finds the explanation o! geml lut haeadim vh•n done with o ne ' s 

!inanceo. Fol l o wing that diacuaaion ia thi• midraah : 

Honabaz the king went and gav• to the poor all 
of his poa••••ione during th• year• of famine. 
Hi• broth•r• aent Cthe following m••••gel to 
him: •Your anc•atora etor•d up tr•aaur•• and 
inc reased the v•alth Cl•ft for th•m byl their 
anceatora. But you ••nt and gave avay all of 
your treasures, both your own and your 
ancestor•.• H• replied to them& •Hy anceator• 
stored up treaeur•• for thi• lower world, but I 
h•v• etored up treaaur•• for th• world above, ea 
it is aaid: 'Faithfuln••• will apring up from 
th• ground below and righteouan••• will look 
down from th• eky. '<Pa. 85:11> My ano•atora 
•tor•d up treaeurea (~or th• ••terial world) 
where the hand can reach, but I hav• etored up 
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tr•a•ur•• Cfor the non-•aterial worldl where the 
hand cannot r•ach •• it i• ••id: 'Right•ouan••• 
and ju•tic• ar• the foundation of your thron•~ 
•teadfaat love and faithf u l n••• go before 
you . '<Pa 89s14> "Y anceatora atored up treaaur•• 
that produce no benefits, but I have ator•d up 
tr•aaur•• that do produce benefita, aa it 1• 
aeid: 'T•ll the righteoua that it ahall be well 
with th•~. for they •hall reap th• b•nefita of 
th•ir deeds. ' <Ia 3:10> my anceatora •tor•d up 
treaaur•• of ~oney, but I have ator•d up 
tr•aaurea of aoula, aa it ia aaid: 'The fruit of 
the righteoua ia a tr•• 0% li!• and • via• 
peraon aavea the aoula of the poor . ' <Pr. 11 130 > 
My •nceatora atored up tr•a•ur•a [which 
benefited) oth•ra, but I have atored up 
tr•aaur•• Cthat will b•n•fitl ~yael! and oth•r•, 
as it aaya: 'It ahall b• a right•ou•n••• to you 
before the Lord your God. ' <Dt. 24113) Hy 
anceatora •tor•d up tr•aaur•• in thia world, but 
I have ator•d up tr•a•ur•a for myaelf in th• 
world to come, aa it i• aaid t 'Your 
right•ouan••• •hall go b•for• you and the glory 
of the Lord ahall be your r•ar-guard. '(Ia. 
58:8)• 

By fulfilling th• mit~vah of aim•lu? h1•1dim, •v•n in a way 

restricted to finances, "onaba% ia aur• h• has inh•rited much 

more than his children could hav• inh•rited if h• had not 

ap•nt hie wealth, i.e. the world to come. 

According to all of th••• aggadic t•xta, the pow•r of 

gemilut haaad1m ia truly gr••t. It ia •••enti•l for the 

survival of the vorlo; it ia a d•!initive ch•r•cteriatic of a 

JeWJ the Torah apeaka of it conat•ntlyi • per•on can gain 

atonement !r~m it; and one can even acquir• •t•rnal life. 

Thia ia th• natur• 0£ aggadic lit•ratur•; it co••• to pu~p up 

the valu• of th• mitzvot about which th• rabbia ver• 

pr•aching. On• ~ight be abl• to 1ind oth•r com~andm•nte 

•Halakhah l, my tranal•tion 
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vh•r• ai•il•r valu• atatement• •r• ••d• through aggadic and 

midraahic paaaag••· Although gtmilut haeadim i• not totally 

uniqu• th•n, it atill does receive •ome very high praiae. 

Th•ae text•, as v•ll as actual 11£• exp•rience, eugg••t that 

~ilut haoadim i• trul y one 0£ th• pr•cious concept• in 

Jewish li£e and thought . 

• 

Jj1 
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CHAPTER SEVEN 

CONCLUSIONS 

A great deal about gemilut haaadim haa b~en learned 

through thi• study. The apeculation that gemilut baaaaim ie 

not a broad undefined term' lacking any precise meaning has 

ueen confirmed in the preceding aix chapter•. Although it 

cannot be aummed up in one brief aeotence, clearly acme 

concrete atrtements may be made at thia point about the term. 

It ia accurate to say, for example, that for moat achol ara 

within Jewish tradition throughout th• ages, a•milut hawadim , 

ia an action ori•nted •itzyah. Thoae action• moat co~monly 

connected to the concept include t viaiting th• aick, clothing 

the naked, burying th• dead and comforting th• ber•aved. A 

significant number of t•~t• add to thi• liat rejoicing with 

bride and groom and accompanying the atranger. Th• moat 

poaaeaaiona or finances to tho•• in n••d and offering vorda 

of comfort and advice to the poor or diaadvantaged. Varioua 

combinations of the above appear together and in the •ajority 

of ca•••• burying the dead or comforting mourner• are among 



Alt hough the Majority of text• aligned them•elv•• to 

th• above approach, a eignificant numb•r •ugge•t•d that 

gpm1lut haaadim 1• a general character trait. It may b• 

po••ible for thia charact•r trait to l•ad to th• abov• 

activiti••, but th••• thinker• •••m to under•tand the ••••nee 

Once again, the epecific 

attribut~a are not agr••d upon by all. Th• •um tot~l 

includes b•gin merciful, gracious, right•oue, kind, upright 

and holy. Although thi• approach ia much different than th• 

above action orient•d o n•, it i• intereating to not• that 

both groups 0£ acholara uae the aame biblical veraee to drav 

th•ir conclueion• about gemilut ba•adtm. 

No matter which underetanding one might be more 

comfortable with, c•rtain iaau•• and p roblem• ari••· For 

example, in its earlieat text, Hiahnah Peah 1:1, it i• atat•d 

that gemilut h1aadim hae no limit or fixed meaaure. 

thia affec t the concept, •ither a• a character trait or aa an 

action oriented mitzv1h? The t•xta in chapt•r three clearly 

ahov that vhen a•milut h1a1di~ 1• done uaing on•'• mon•y 

th•r• is a clear limit. One may not giv• up mor• than a fifth 

of on•'• e arning l••t on• become• a charge of the communtty. 

But, vh•n gemilut haatd1m i• done with on•'• peraon, even if 

it •••n• a ~inancial loaa in th• long run, th•r• 1• no limit 

to the length of time or number of tim•• one muet engage in 

that activity. 

to eay that th• very •••enc• of the mitzvah ha• no limit•, 
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the Ki•hnah which have no fixed m•a•ure. 

Another ieeue vhich our •cholara conc•rn th•m••lv•• 

focua is action ori•nted or characteri•tic i• not i•portant 

in the diecuesion of the authority of the concept. The 

betveen torahitic and rabbinic. 

anonymous author of the Halakhpt G•dolot. all con•ider 

a•milµt hasadim to be ••••ntially rabbinic. Some admit that 

the apeci~ica of the term might b• torahitic, but that the 

concept vaa derived by th• rabbi•. 

Thi• debat• ov•r authority, however, haa no apparent 

effect on the importance of ~ulfilling th• m1\zvah. Among t h e 

texts vh ich make this most clear are tho•• which come out of 

the body of literature call•d . aggadah. There the value of 

the gemilut h1@1dim com•& 1oroaa mo•t cl•arly through the 

t•xt• which ougg••t that aemilut ha11dim i• on• of the 
~ 

pillar• J f the world, a diatingui•hing trait for the people 

Iarael , the ••••nee of the Torah, the ulti•ate form of 

~ton•m•nt and a great peace-maker, among other thing•. 

i• no queation that gemi lut ha•adim i• among the mo•t 

trea•ured concept• in Jewish life and thought. 

-
Although there ie great clarity about th• import of 

thia mitzyah in Judaiam, the •••• clarity i• not •vident when 

studying gemilut ha11di~ aa a halakhio concept. 



are aom•what blurred in thi• area. The above aummary att••t• 

to the £act that on th~ on• hand this ie a very important 

duty, but on the other, no on• can agree to what that exactly 

Han1 scholara aought to define it, but there ia no 

conaenaus about that definition. 

this is ~ specific mitzveh in itself, or a g•n•ral term for 

other activities. G•milu\ haaadim is a commandm•nt that 

surpasses many others in it• value, yet thia vital duty 

cannot be specified. Since ve know that the halakhah is 

intereated in defining term• and delineating limita, it aeema 

that qemilut haaadim haa a very unique halakhic a~atua . 

It is both aurpri•ing and inter••ting that a mitzvah 

af auch iMport cannot bJt pinned d own to particular actions. 

But perhaps thie ie part of the very nature of aemilut 

haaadim. Perhaps this curiou• phenomena bridge• the realm• of 

law and lore by neceaeity. Poople are commanded to bring 

heeed into the world through the actions and attitudea 

connected to ~~ilut haeadim. But hea•d is not a measurable 

commodity. Aa stated in th• introduction, it i• an internal 

human quality as well as the desirable atate of all 

r•latio~ahipe. On the on• hand it would be impoaaible to 

achi•ve such ends through lav alone. On the other, it would 

be unreaaonable to auggeat that no apecificationa at all can 

or ahould be provided. Hal•khah and agg1dah ~u•t exi•t aide 

by aid• her•; for juet a• it ie impoaaible ~or one'• lif• to 

be entirely lav or entirely lore, it would be impoaaibl• to 
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achi•v• braed wi thout both •lem•nt• providing th• balance 

n•o•••ary to reach the desired ende . Thus, it appears that 

what ae•med probl•m•t1c at £iret glance, now provide• us with 

insights about the v•rY •••ence 0£ gemilut hae•dim. 

Ano ther aapeot of gemilut haeadim which £urth•r 

aupporta this dialectical quality of the cono•pt ia the idea 

that through ~milut hae1dirn hum-na emulate God . 

diacussiona about gemilut haapdim •• an action and aa a 

character t rait uae th• analogy that one must do or be a 

c•rta1n v ay becauae God do•• or ia that way . Tnia idea of 

•imitatio dei•, by it• very nature, auggeata that a«milut 

he•tdim cannot be ful : y apeoified. It 1• impoaaible to 

provide detailed d ir•ctiona Which vould •nable one to imitate 

God, for God i• too far beyond our compr•h•n•ion . Thua, once 

again the ~onoept i• forced to exiat aimultaneously in both 

the realm of halakhah and that of aggadah. 

Thi• uniqu• halakhic atatua only adds to the value 

and im~ort of a•milut baaadim in Jewish lif• and thought. It 

demonstrates that the acholara of our tradition had inaightm 

into and were concerned with making atatementa not only about 

apecific concepts, but alao about real life. Juat ae grpilyt 

haaadim could not be reduced to a list of lava. eo too, our 

exiatence cannot be aummed up by the chemicala and compound• 

0£ which we ar• compo••d . The aggadah mu•t exiat 
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providing it with nourishment - one might say - both £or the 

body and the •cul. 

When this understanding of tho ee•ence of gemilut 

hasadim 1• added to all t he text• that attest to its 

eignificanoe, we a re confronted vith a concept vho•• merit 

Rnd con•equenoe ia immense. Wh•n one does gemilut baeadim, 

hesed ia bro ught i nto t he world. It is this ~c!, as the 

introduction suggested, upon vhich all relationship•, among 

people and between people and God, are baaed . To do gemilut 

hgsadim theQ ia to b o th af£i r m and maintain t hos e bonds. The 

gemilut hasadim which God has shown to humans ie th• 

motivating eouroe of that aemilut h1a1dim vhich we do to and 

!or each other. Thus as we •ngage i n ~ ve 

affirm o ur l o ve and commitment to God and to each other while 

sustaining those same cov~n1ntal relationahip•. F'or a ll 

these r~asona gemilut haaad i m can be seen aa among the moat 

significant mitzvot in vhich J~va engage. It i a thi• type of 
... 

activity that will bring us to our ul t imate goal, to be 

closer to God and our people and t o thereby bring about the 

days of the "•saiah . 
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