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I. Introd\.lct1on. 

A.Statement of the Problem. 

Jacob Joshua. 11ho died at Pranlcta.rt "• u. in 1756, tells 
in the introd\lction to his -Pene Yehoahua• ot the ~ow he had 
?M.de in hi B youth. while prisoner in the ruin a which buried 
his family. P.e prom1 ~ed til r:\. t if God would deli-ver hi111, , he 
would deyote all tbe days ot his lite to the etudy ot the Tal
mu d and the Commentaries. •to expl3in where the Toeafoth aeem 
to contradict Raah1, and to make clear where the Toeatoth leave 
any doubt•. Odd ae th1e -vow may ap,ear t o ue today, it ie a 
true i~dex or the l ite or hie gener,tion. ~ie contemporarie•• 
eA9ecially thoee in th• Ghettos or Germany, had no int~reste 
beyond tho se of studying r nbbinica l treatieee, and preeent .. ing 
subtle ar gwnente to harmonize all possible contradictions in 
the T~lmud and its commentaries. The walle ot the Ghettos, 
formed ~ pr~ctically water-tight protection against the mighty 
secul~r curr~nte P~t in motion by the Rena1sel\Dce. Jacob Joahu~ 
never dresme~ or Jewish life c oming into contact ~1th secular 
thought~ much lees of Juda1a~ ever having a conflict and com
,romise • it!l ~ecul9r lite. ~\'hen Jacob Joshua died in 17~6, the 
Ghetto dikes •ere holding perfectly against the intellectual 
Wf\tere r;\8ing without, 

Le es than one hundred ye~re afterwards. the leader ot 
Orthodox Judai~m in Germ~ny , Sameon RaphBel Hirsch, founded the 
Buerger and RePlechule, 1853, with the motto -Torah with ~erech 
?.retz.• Thie, ~irech explainP.d, signified tha t •the eeaence ot 
the religious lite es well as the life or gen~~.111 culture mu~t 
~g fostered wit.~ equ&l. c8re.• In one hundred years the ideals 
or .Tewish Educrttion had widened rrom the narrow rabbin1cRl U .111-
i t~ of 1gnorJlnce of gener~l c1-v111z~tion, to include all s~cul o r 
progres9. Thi~ tr!l?leition in Jewish ~ducati on , w~e in re~l ity 
~oneumm~ted a fUll generation ,reviouely, 11'hen !e~ac Bernays, 
the teacher of Samson Pa!)hael ir trech, h1m~el f I\ Dn i versi ty ~r;..~u.
<Jte, tranl'!ormed the F. llJJlburg T~lmnd Tor~ . 1827 into a modern 
elementary echool 1?1 o:-der to check the growt."l of inci:> ient ~e
form 1!1 Prunbur g. 

Thie preci? itoue transition in : ewi ~h life, which ~02~~ ~h@ 
l'1 ~t li P.l t' of th e 1 2 th Cen turv -;ne of t1-: c eo~ cl- 0 : r Jev;ia1 :t1sto ry, 
cs.n be eeen mo~e clearly in the cnreer of Pincha!" JTor ow1tz ,(1731-
180e) , upon whoffi J a cob Joshua ' s 1':11\.ntle fell ~ t Fr Rnkfurt n. ~ . 
Horo\'11t? con cuctec\ ht.rf\qP.lf "c; the !'r'lithru1 g1.0qr<Uan of rllbb inic 
sch cl 3st.Sc trct f i tiOT'lt' . Ee O f>? O eP~ b itt erly ~endelssohn ' ~ l' rans
lation of' the E iblP, even a!)!>roving the qc ti Of'I o!' th ose Yl'h C 

burnec t:'1e Eiur 3 1. -nn.,,172" • In 1? ~4 . • . ..+.en fl !l'o·.;.!1 o,. f r :tnk
fu!'t, t'?,l'ent~ v.r cvnce ~ t~. eir ;>lan t o "' ~'t r- 11 c'- !!i «>t- ~ i:; :!. ~+:ere 
tl:eir~c'!-;il c\!" er. :1 i ght l)e pl"C~!> ?'e· !'C. T r, p!''l : tit>P ) l! "e , thrU in• 
~tructior. in G~rman, French, v:rJ)1.ng, rui <! Ar i tr.me tic, Horov·i t z 
placed the proposed cchoo l under bP.n, December 8th, 1?94, ~.t\d 
prevente d ite establishment tor the ti~e being. Yet the pro~re~e 
of modern culture after the French Revolution woe ~o s~eeping 
that even the Gibrslt~r-lik~ Horowitz ~ae rooved in 1803 t o ~i~e 
bi s en coreement to Wolf t'e i denhe i m' ~ Germrrn trAnFlrition of the 
?.19.hzor, - a work closely alc ir1 to I.: en celP11ohn 'e trttnsl? tion, 
Ylhich Vcro·dt 1 lie d con oemne d t wenty yef:l rA before. 
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The writer of thi~ thesis believee that the transition 
in Jewieh Education, like that in the Jewi sh Life of Germany 
as a whole, al thou~ set in motion b y ~encele eohn during hie 
li fet in1e did not P. eeume cefini te form until after hi e ceath, 
1786. Therefore while presenting a reeume of th e torcee a t 
work and the prcgre~s ~chieve d up to t~e tim• of ~endelseohn's 
death, the AUthor •t il) try to CiVe a detff.iled picture Of the 
development of Je~isb Ecucation only after 1766. Eie terminue 
a c quem will be the y~~r 18lti, eo fateful for ~11 Euro~e and 
eepeciRlly fo~ the JP-'Vffl, • the year in "Ahich a new day dawnec 
for the Jews, • ett~r which the brie.ht sunehin~ of political 
freedom wa s never entirely dispelled by the night sha des of 
oppression. For by the ye~r 1815, th e Educational ~nlighten
mer.t hac mace its way to the he:u-t o! F.a esidi sn in Rug~ia; hac 
inepire o ttc fo un oing of mo dern scho ols at ~e.rncpol , 1813 an 6 
Rt Brody , 1815 . By the year 1815, the EcueRtion~l crisis in 
Germnny wae already entering upon the perio o of compromise, 
vmen the liberal lcacer s of Crthocoxy wer~ beginning to accept 
the ~endel~sotniA.11 principl e of spiritual union with their 
envircnment, ~e long as the traditional Jewie.h practieee were 
not vicl~ted or ~acrificed. After the year 1815, enlightenec 
Ortho doxy insieted upon mo dern secular culture a~ an e ssenti~l 
complement of Je·deh l erLrning, thus turning av:ay f r orr. the 
~tn.n6point of Orthoroy.y, Vlhen Jacob Joshua, author of Pene 
Yehoehua domin?.. te d J ewi eh Life , to follow the spirit of l.len
cel eeohn. 
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B. A~pect c! Incipient Traneition. (1756-178E). 

In the same yea.r that the author of' wi>ene Yebo~hutt • 
PR ~eed s"'IRy, a young contempo:~ry, Kosee ~endeleeohn, .t\o 
h~d ~~red forth upon the fearful waters ot eeculs r culture, 
h~~ ~Trivec ~t ti"e ~oir.t 1'bere Ger'Dlflny'~ liter~ry men wel
comed hirn into their mid~t. And even the court e,q)reseed 
lte desire to make the acqualntl\ftce c! "the young liebr•• 
mo .. rote in GermM. 1.:endelssohn, however, w~e not the 
only one wt.oFe thiret could not be sl~cked by Talmudic 
studies. ~ore than ~ century before Devid Oppenheimer, 
rabbi er Prague, had g~there d together m9n~ volumes, e ~ood
ly number of' which nere on profane subJecte. (cf'. t. i"'rnenkel, 
~onata 1865, p.148. In ~etz , 1652, A Phy~icinn Tobiah Nerol, 
by perm1se1on of' the El~ctor ot ~ra.nd~nburg, b e d studied ~t 
Fr:tnk!urt a.Cder. And Juet after 1'endelesohn trutged into 
Berlin, the icbthyolog1et Bloch, rtceived hia Doctor's degree 
~t the University of Frankfurt a.O. (er. Guedemann, Jewish 
Encyc., article "Education•.) In 1752, Heine'~ maternal 
grNldfather r~ceived a medical degree at ~uisbers. Shortly 
after ~endelseohn's welcome into the l1ternry life ot Berlin, 
K~lmNl Cohen of Du~Peldcrf wrote an arithmetic (1758) whicb 
w~e used in ~ll the schools. And about t r.e same time there 
livec in ~oenig~berg , three brothers, Priedlaender, .,no vied 
with one another in collec ting books, art pieces , an d costly 
'ROrks en History, l~atural Hietcry. and the Fine Arts in Ger
m:in, Frencl'l a.., d English, (or. J .i l owicz, quoting from L. v. 
Pllezko "Vereuch einer Geschichte und Beechreibung von Koenigs
berg.•) And by 176~, ~ ... o .,...,, had enterec! th• Gymnasiwn at 
Karlsruhe. (cf. Deutah'& Notes on Graetz, and also Ceiger'e 
"CftRet!cl". te der Juden in Berlin"t, 9~.) !Yen in Russia the 
Gaon ot Vilna (1720-~7) was exhorting the Talmud1ets to study 
secular sciences, eince •tr one le ignorant of the other 
~cienceP, one te one hundred told more ignorant of the eciencee 
of the Torah. For the two are ineeps r ably connected.• (J.E.) 

By entering the literary circle of Germ81ly, ken~elseohn 
incitec all the Jewil\h youths of GerMPny, Mio~• desire ror 
knowle dge outetript the TAlmu d, to bre~ I.hr~~ the 1ntelleo-.,_.9':11m 
tual barriPre o! the Ghetto. Thus originated the crSeie, 
which could not be eettl .. ~ , until con~ervatiYe Judaism began 
to abr.orb moderr~ culture, r.s it had a.beorbed Hell~nic and 
Arab i c culturee centuriee before. German Ju dsie~ had appro
priated t o it~elf the duty of guarding JewiPh life end especi-
ally Jewieh oducetion froin the inroade of secul~r learning. 
~hen therefore the problem or eeculRr cu1ture appe~re~ upon 
~e hcri~on, the great rabb ie of' the dey, the young conte~por
Rri~' 'l.'ho had outlived Jacob Jo~hua, ~uch ae Horo•itz, Ezekiel 
La.n or;I a.no Jacob Emden, attackec non-Jewish culture "ith all 
th~ fury th'\t ~lijah ventec against t.he ancient Baalim. T'.U•Y 
~ope d to avert the evil by crushing the de~ire for extra-
Te lmucic cultu=e. one ot ~en dele~ohn'e schoolmates waP ex-
pell e 6 from Berlin for being caught with a Gennan book. (er. 
Geiger's Geschichte der Juden in Berlin) Peter Beer in ~le 
nutobiography (Lebenegeechichte p.10) telle how at Ezekiel 
Lcn c6t·~ Yeahiba in Prllgue, be was 11een reoding "t~'e -
~orRlieche Briefe,~ And narrowly e8cape d diemi~&al with~ 
warning. 
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A medical student •rote to Emden, inquiring lllhether he 
might dj uect an animal on the Sabbath, and in hie reply 
in the ne@ative. (Sheeloth Y~bf!tJ'. , p.41) J-..cob Emden ex
preP~ee hie contempt for secular etudieP. But in hie 
autobiogrephy, (Megill~th serer, pp 96-98) confe•eee how 
he ha d longed tor •ecular wiedom, an d how only hie de•otion 
to Judeiem restrained him trom drinking deeply or the 
f oun t;i. in of non-Jewirn wiedo~. Rie t a ithfu).nese prompted 
him to eld'lort even the renowned Mendeleeohn to guard hie 
feet from leAving the right pntb. Ile feared lefl t Judaism 
be poi eoned by •the eTil riog •( ceculAr cul tu re )lien eel fie oho 
wae reer1ne in hie home. 

In their concern tor Jew1N1 Education, however, the 
Orthodox leAd~re ha d h e~ged it about to euch an extent th~t 
it h ad lost much or it~ vitality. The intelligent Jewit\h 
you th£ were therefore int.ellectuA.lly un dernouri~hed, and be
g"Jl t o breruc down the he dge~ nbout their e ducation. (cf. 
Autob1ogra;>hy of Solon:.on .M.aimon, an o J!erz P.omberg' e sketch 
of his life). In 1761, raniel Itzig and hie partner Ephraim 
'et1tioned the authoritiee for permission to eetablieh R 
home for poor chil oren, in which the warde were to be taught 
Re~~ing, Wri it"ins, Arithmetic, Hif'tory , Geography l\nd German 
by ChriPti~n te~chere , ~s •ell ae specifically Jewish eubjecte 
by Jewish inetruotore. The authorities almost fainted tlben 
the!' re•d thie !>fttition, f'h owing euch a prl)greFdve flpirit 
sn:ong the ce1tpised Jews . (ct. Geiger• e "Geechichte der Ju~en 
in Berlin•, p.e4 ) . In 17'10 the year that L. V. Baizko deecrib ee 
the feverish cultural sctivity of the FriedlaencerA &t 
Koenigeberg the J ews or Helbert1tlllt •rote to Uen 6eleeobn, 
urging him to 8.l"Ouee the Je~e of P.elberetadt to the s tudy of 
the Talmud•, 'Ahich i ~ gr~dually decreasing•, they complaine~. 
~1". llernf'eld t or Tahapuchoth, p.78). The only reaeon why 
Reculer culture f a ile<' to 11rouee the Jews of Germany to the 
high pitch of excitement, with which the Jews ot Alexan dri111. 
Ml o EoR. i n renctec to the newer currents of thcu~t in their 
days , weP n~ the Jews et~ted to Weeeely: (Dibre ShRlom ve
Emeth, Let t er I, ch.~), "we ~Te al lowed to c1'!'1 no property; 
;:~ ere allc..,..et' to deal only in !)etty bul" ineps "• 'But the 
sc il of Jew1Rh L i re ~r: GPrmA.n.Y wae lytn~ f11llo• , prepered 
tc nurture the shoots of' rnoderr. culture, Rs soon A.8 fR.ithfUl 
~er~~nte of Goe l"houl d till the Poil ~ne i mplant t~~ Pee ~ . 

Th ~ gre,t-~ouler servant~ frcm without t~c J ewish pe~ple, 
~o Po~e rl the ~eed of ~ecul~r cultur~ tnthe Ghettos of Euro~e , 
~ere th e ~oble Germ~n ~~former~ in tb e period preceding t~e 
7rench Revoluti on. te ~~ing , Germ:u1y 'e grea test poet, in 1??9. 
led the ~ay by proving t o a eisd~ir.ful world And !l1' AetoniA~c~ 
Je"'?'y, in hifl dr!UllR., "NAtl':s..n the \'/i se, th R. t .. th er e ie rea.l~y 
P. Jev: v.ho h as echieve o f~e in le.nguage, mRfr. elllP-tics, llforlo
wieoom ~nd poetry•. (Le eEing in a letter ) . The t'raI!Ui ~rou e
(' 6 a g reater spirit of t.olerMce 1U1on: t h e enlightene 6 :;ernU>ne. 
It l nep1 re d the Jews to exert every effort to win res pect 
among their felloY.'Dlen. It toucher r. re~pon~ive chor d in the 
hc11rte of U:e oth er m"lg:nanimous GermMe, C;lus i np, them to 
~oun r. eimil~r notes . Chri ~ti an V. rohm, the humanitar i an 
ai~ong Germl\lly•e nobility, follo~e d Lese ins in his rem~rksble 
tr P. A. ti f\e I "Ueber oi e bur gerliche Verbe !>f\ermig cer J u den·. 
!Eerl iri , 17~1 ) . 
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In t~ie work h~ &dTocated absolutely equal righte un
limited freedom of occupatio", and up-to-date edu~ational 
opportun ities for the Jewe, without the 'Jovernment•e inter
f~rence in religious pr~cticee. In the Tery same year. 1781, 
~s though .inepired by Dohm'e treatise, Emperor Joseph 11 o! 
Au!!ltri a i f.eued hie f'a.moue "Tolerance Edict•, brlnging to 
actuality mos t ot the liberal t.heorie• of the hwnanitarien9 
of the day. He promised the Jews complete politic~l eQuality 
'fihen they prove~ that they were prepared to receiTe it. Thie 
decree had a wondertv.l ettect in arousing the Jews ot Germany 
ae well ee Auetri~ from their rellgtou~ and intellec t ual !8• 
clueion. A longing tor the mean• of preparing the children 
!or civic equality beg~ to a riee in the liberRl groupe. In 
thi~ emergency, Paeedow, tte eccentric but stimulati ng educa
tional reformer cAine to abow them the way. He opened to 
their children aa well as to all others of whateTer s tation 
in life hie Philanthropinum at Desean (1?74-92) to prep~re 
them !or aupreme ci•lc duty. Tbi9 •chool ~o the mocel tor 
the t'J rst modern Jewi ah ecbool the Freiechul e ot Berlin (l 7?8 
or 1781 ) ae well ae all the other progressive institutions 
which followed the lea d ot the Freiecbule. 

The Preiechule of Berlin o•ec ite creati on t o the trium
TJrp.te within the Jewish told, who 1mplantebwithin their 
people a oeaire tor practical education. Firt1t among them wae 
Uen oelesohn, whoflc very lite served a~ a constant hope tor 
hi s oppressed brethren. He had oTercoae detects ot body an d 
l~ck ot opportunitie•. and had RChievec international fame. 
The Jewe ct Germany ae a whole could OTeroome their defects 
if ttey would follow hi~ euggeet1one. He led the wa.y for a 
better educa tion ot the young, by teaching hie children the 
elemen te ot the newer instruction acvocated bJ Rouseeau. He 
save to the .mole p eople the trHn el~tion of the s criptures he 
b ad wr1tte~ !~r h ie children. llany Je~• , ~o J ost• testitiee 
in h ie 3 ietory, used !'endel t1eohn' e l'ranelstion not only for 
religious inepi ~~tjon but a lso ~e R f oundation ! or other 
studi~e. It was ~endeleeohn a l eo, ae ~qvid Friedlaender•~ 
ne~hew relRtee in thft ~iogr~~~ie un1vereelle (V. 3ed1dja. 
Vol. 5) ~o g•J. i~et! in ~9.rt t '-le instr.iction ot the richeet Jew
ish eon e and prompted them to devote themselveA towards help
ing their poorer brothers s ecure 'l?1 adequate prepl\r~tion for 
their t a sks i n life. A~ ~ ~r~ct ical beginning he i nfluence d 
his devoted disciple, David Friedlaender, 1'ho continued hie 
l abor a ft er h i :n , t o eatl\blis.."1 the l•'rei schllle upon the plan of 
the Deee:in Ph11Mthrop.irdm. 1 t wae Fri edlaen ~er 'lfho th.us 
carrie d into practice the educAti onal visions o f ~endel esohn. 
The third o f I arael' e eons to sow the s eed of a new order in 
J ewish Educ a tion wf:l.e Naphtali Herz Wet'eely. He had assisted 
mRterially in pr oTiding the sound c ourse of s tudies tor th e 
Freischule. ',then .Emperor Joseph II made known his liberal 
cecree, 1 t was "leeeely who ap:>rec1ate d its f a r-rea ching eig • 
n i ficance for al l J ewry . And because he was prac tical-mi nded 
h e i mme dia tely addresse d th e first of hie not~ble Letters 
(Libre Shal om ve-E.?neth) to t h e Jews of Trieste ur ging theru t o 
take advJUl tabe of the educaticnal advant'3e! proferred them. 
A conflict aro s e over h i s l etter , which the ultrs-conserva
tives misunderstoo~. Dut through the c onfiict, Weeeely proTeC 
t ~ msny th~t e ducational advance~ent 'lfflS not 3gainst Jewieh 
tr~ditions . Thus he laid a foancP-tion within the soul of 
Judai sm for EducRt ion3l r e f or ms. 
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II. Jewia~ Educntion in Ge?"!Ilany i n ~~e 
Period ot TrNta!tion tollo"1ng Uendeleaohn. 

Thirty years separa te the death ot J scob Joshu~ fro~ 
tha t o f ? ~o see 1!endelseohn. These thirty year!' ho-.ever 
brough t but l ittle t11U1gible advance ae f a r ~e Reform in 
gener~l M d Jewieh Education in parttculRr were concerned. 
The re~eon t or thie seems to be the result ~f Uendeleeohn• e 
~tri c tly Orthodox ~ctione and life . Des~ite hie p~~ctic~l 
i~clinatione, !lnd rP ~ic41 i de~~. hie rigid Orthodo,cy re
etrained him fro~ laying hande upon Jewish in~titutione ~e 
they exi s ted. Ria only concrete a ctivity detennined the 
rounding or the Freisehule. which •~bodie d his c~nception 
or~ liber al, pr~ctic~l curriculum. But during these ~~1rty 
yeare precious seed had been sown - eeed v ital enough to 
cause a trsneition in Jewish ideals if the rQil -..ea prepared 
to r eceive it. ~efore considering the influence ot theee 
forces therefore we eh&ll turn our attention to study the 
condition ot Jewi~b Life a t the time ot' !.iendele•ohn'e de'l th. 

From th e answer which eo lll!UlY gave t o weseely ' e p le!I 
f or e ducational reform, we can eee how the econo~ic status 
o! t h e Je~s •1rae potent in determining their &ttitude towards 
stimuli to progress . Ae late ae 1784 ~en deleeohn h~d written 
t o P.erz ~omberg lamenting the fact thnt the only prote~eione 
open to Jewish youths were "medicine, ~etty buaineee, and 

'echnorring:• In 1786 fo r the most pArt the Jewe were limited 
t o $Oney-lending, bu~inees in etalle, and fa ctory eonceeeione. 
~ol owicz etatee th~t in Koenigsberg the Jews were excladed 
fro~ the ~ain bueinese di s trict a~ lete RB 1808 Nld that only 
in the era ot reeonetruetion after Jena were they ~ d~it ted 
intc th e business section. JJen del seohn h imeelf h ad ~aid that 
he feAred t c urge newer, broader conceptions upon hie ?eople, 
l~et these ideas should make the Ghetto i n t olerable to them. 
He t ook a chtulee with his 0 1"'Tl ehil~ren, ~~ educated the~ t o 
the b eet of his ab111t.v . trus ting th a t the den1Rl or oopor .. 
t un iti ee ~oul c no t emb itter their lives. He tried t o prepare 
them t o meet all c ircumetancee as noble men Rn :j r.omen . But .....,.r..,,. .. • 
the 111r-rnses of Jews r e fu ced t o et udy f or naught. .For th.-m the 
j~rgon of G erm~n and ~ ebrew sufficed in their mi s erable 
3ffa irs. Jost described their attitude in h is hietory by re
mark ing tha t they t ook ~ little humor Dt th~ir e xpense ~long 
with their traneR.ctione - they ha d to make a living . A m1ni-
:11um of busine ss arithmetic, furthermore, e quip;>ed them for 
their }etty dea lings. As long as t he doors t o ec onomic ad
vance:t1cnt were cloeec t o them . the J ews . ae a whole . re fus ee! 
to concern themeelvee vdth ~ecul 'lr kno\1'lediS e an d culture. 
On ly s few l ike ~~iedlaen cer look ed far enough into the rutur~ 
t o ~rep~re so~e poo r er children f or the l arger opportunities 
in tne distance . The overv.ihelming n~~bere were af~licted ~1th 
inerti9. until the eo-called Tolerance Edict a fter sever11 l 
years besan to ti f't th.e:n in motion by :>r omisee of econora1c 
i :nprovemen t Q. 

The polit i c.Ill s tatue o r t h e Jewe i n Germany up to th e 
time of J!. en delettohn '!' de,~th wae qn exRct coun t er ;>art of th eir 
economic 11fe. Conditione vqried to some extent with the differ
ent ~tate s , in wt.ich t h e Jews ~er e t'ettl~d. 
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But the ei tul\t1on in Prussia !DaY oe ta.ken as t 'airly 
ty?iCBl. There, Frederick the GreRt, crystallized the GoTern
ment•~ attitude towards the Jews in adecree in 1 750 . The 
Jews were divided into six groupa, ~racticRlly Rll of whom 
were t r eated AS tolera ted ~liens. Uoses µenrlel~eohn, for 
e'CS.mple. was permitte d t o reside in Berlin only. by virtue of 
hie being an employee of a privileged Jew. But not even the 
privileged, were granted the rights or ordinary citizens. 
The number of' Je"i eh famil iee in the c1 ties was l imt ted, The 
number o! marriages in a year was also specified 'by ll'w. A 
marri~ge licen Re, moreover, c ould be secured only by a he~vy 
expen"i t u re. When Aiendeleeohn married he had to buy three 
h undred dollars ~orth of porcelain ae a tax apon his wedding. 
Jews were not ~ermitte c t o travel freely, either. Every"lhere 
t.h ey were h f\lted an c compelled to 'P1\Y a poll t6 x , just !\8 

though they were ca ttle. When privileged Jews were nermitted 
to enter cities u~ual.ly closed t o their r ace, they were com
pelled t o report to the pclice, and an officer o~ the law wae 
ne tt?.ile d to "P.acort 11 t h P..:n through the city to their destina
tions. Un der s uch political circwnstancee , there could be 
no incentive to cultural development. None of the Jewi~~ 
ceremonial obeerv~ncee, mannerisms or ~ecul.iaritie~ or epeech 
fo rmed 'lS huge a b.R.rrier between ~em ;ln '1 their non-Jewi!Ul 
environment A.S the wall s of the Ghetto or t~e politica l 
limitation~ t o v.tli c~ they were subjected. 

Cent~riee of economic and political oppreeeion such Be 
thi e., nrod1.~ce-:' upon tr.c J~ .. ·n ~~t :inl y external ble::ni sh ee o'f 
s peech a.nc mannerl', but aleo more.l defects. The blighting 
effect upon the consciousness of t he Jev1e w~u1 n1ore mRrkt-d if 
~o ~~ib le thPn th e vi~ibl~ d~fecte. Their pride ~n rl ~elf

res?ect were almos t destroyed. They b~c~~e a na t i on of 
groveling ahop-keepere lUld p~ck-merchante. despicable even 
in their O'ltfl eyP-~. Only their domestic life e~ve~ them fr om 
u.tter degener!'tion. J.iendelesohn h1 meel f had written c ~n-
eerning t.~em; (v. Gei~er : Ge schichte tier J•J den in BErl in , 
Vol I, p.74). •The civic op~reea ion t c whi ch a~preva iling 
prejuC.1ce c ondemns u s, lies like a dead weight upon the pinions 
ot our •pirit, an 6 ren ders then1 una bl e eve r to e~ !:! RY U:e 
lofty night o f t h e fr ee-born ... It W'lR tte life-t~ek of both 
Jtendeleechn e.n~ '..'!e ccely to ::t rouse t n e Jews fl'om their lett.argy 
to a ap1r1tual reaweken ing. 

lt the Jews were ever to~e ~wakened from tte1r cultural 
lethar&.1, the educa tional system and 1deal6 of the time 
wou.14 h&T• to be Rltere c . The preva iling e cuc? tiona l etande.r cs 
at Kendeleeobn•e death were determined by the deficient i deals 
ot general culture. The teachers, ae a rule, were traveling 
Polee, morn the goverrunen ts shun tee about, never permitting 
them to remain !or ~ore tr.an three ye~r~ in any one place. 
The profeesion of teaching ~as eubeidia ry t o those of cantor 
and "schochet "• Jost tell o us tha t in hie youth (er. Vor 
einem halben Jahrhuntert) every community required the ser~icee 
of a man ae •chazzan• anc "schoch e t : and gradually cuetom 
decreed that the duty. of tenching t h e young ~leo be a s eigned 
to him. For the lset t l'lf'"': the essentials were R loud voi ce. 
a weighty s tick M d o. ..at out ri gh t a.r m. As ~ rule the ignor
ance of these teachers . accor di ng t o Jost' e t~~t iruony. was 
equa le c on l y by t heir cruelty an rl th e inrli!f erence of the 
a.uthor1 ties. ( v. Jrn~ t: "vffenes Sen•ds chreib en an ••. Streck fu:l$ " , 
p.64 al eo ) . Th e class r oo1n wile generally !\ dingy, un ?<=1n i t<try 
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room in which ~ll the pupils, of whatever ~ge and grade ~ere 
huddled to~ether. The curric:.thL"ll was lirniteo t o the s tudy of 
t he Bibl ~. k ishna, Talmud Md Coirunenta ries. The teacher cid 
not pre~ent r.is subject~ eyetematically, but began a new Sidre 
or Pentateuch-portion every week, regardless or whether or 
not the pupile had learne d the contents of the ::>receding 
lesson. The aim of t r. ii:i ty!)e o f education \V~(t to ripen the 
pupile in Talmudic disput9tion, to which the te~cbers often 
s~cr ificed the ti~e a 9portioned to e•en tbe ~tudy or the Bihle. 
A minimum of writing and Arithmetic was also included in the 
Cheder course. But this muAt heve b een !'ar below th~ necessstry 
requirements, for when the Tlllmud Tora in nsmburg (1795) ""'" 
t"•:mn ded, 1 t limited its educ3tional reforms to tht'! introduc
tion of courses in writin~ and ~rithmetic. Accor~ing t o Joat, 
none of 1-.is Cheder te:ichers were 'lt all "lC(!U'l.inte d \'Ii th ~ ecu
lar '<nowle ~ge o r thP fine P rt ~ . "'!:ven at the beginning of th! 
nineteenth century m~ny of tbe o l o-f~sh ione d teacher!!' refused 
to tee.c}: :t ebrew gra..:nmnr on the g round t hat Febrew W'i e God 
g iven and oi d not require ml\n mflde rule ~ . Fu.t oe!:t';)ite al l 
these cefic~encieF in 'Tlet'r. OO f'.nd content , the ':hOd':\ rin r.e!'e 
not cl reRtly in~erior to the ~ener~l elementl\ry educationRl· 
13yete:n of t h e ti!Il9. (c1'. nusch':!.k, !'nul!!'e!l, ::..onroe). On the 
con tral'y Jewish oar en ts y;ere wi lline t :i sacrifice l arge sum11 
of money and yc'l.rs of t}'le youth of their sons to the 01 "-type 
of ~ewieh educ~tion only b ecAu~e in later life the CbedAr-
trg ine d pupil!> 'Rere t.he bu1:1inese-Pu!>eriors of thei r non-Jewi a.'i 
comoetitors. T~l~udic training see~ed to justify itflelf in 
every ~hetto si ta~tion. 

Vlhen the Jews ~ere enclosed in the Ghetto, profPne 
leqrni ng ¥11.lS not neceasRry for ? livli!lood. (cf. :ier nfeld-
lor Tsh;ipuc~oth .. ). It wae on l y ·llhen the a ttitude of the com
m'..1ni t1es to wa rc t~1e in:nl\tee of the Gh etto wae rendere d !!lore 
mile thru the infl'i.!ence of tohm 'l~d the p!'eeti~e of Emperor 
Joseph II, :>nd "l.'1vq.'1tfl g e 1' were extended t o them. that !\need 
~rose for secular knowledge t o take advanta~e of the new 
op:>ort'.lniti es . It. 1niJ.!!t be uncere t cod , h~ wever, th a t 3er many 
d i d :iot a dopt a new pol icy i n ~ c~y, no:- ci d the German 
principal! tie s keep toge t her in opening their portitl e to let 
i n the lig'ht of t h e Tolennce .Edi ct . !t ~ imposSJble, t~ere
fore, to mark off f. istinct ~t~ges in the br~adening of the 
econ omic Rr.d pol itical opportunities and the consequent grow~~ 
i n t h e c u lturlil ce:nan cF o !' the Jews of 'Jermany. T;i siyence e .g. 
i n 172. ? , •.mder the infl uence of the Tolerance Edict, ooened 
!"ever11l :ir i vileges t o the Jews within it s li;oit<1. Sp)ore.dic 
i mp roveoments P.UCh r:i.e this, however. could not ind;.ice the Jews 
to support echools for more mo dern instruction. It wqs only 
~rt er th<? r-rencl1 1\evolution, u"'lcer tr.c po.,"'e r of }~enc~ arm~, 
thAt the i rn?rove c f't'\tus of t!le :eu.is W'\S b righ t enout;h to 
persuade t hem t o i ·'1prove t! : eir ed'lC:\tio!lnl ruet}'1ods and to 
c o:.np lemen t the R;>ec i ficolly Jewi~r. ciJrriculu'll \'l"i t h eeculsr 
studie s . (cf. Eestschri ft •• ,?hi1Mthopinu111 , Frankfurt, 1 904 ). 

':' ith the period cf Gerln~m reconstruct.ion, nfter J .-;:;1a, 1806 
there c rune :1. deci dE' '5 a :nel io?' 'ltion in the pol i tic;.l ~n S? conomic 
condit i on of t.h e Jews. I n lbC? , ~avid .Fra nkel rPporteo in 
the "Sul.'.1.'lli t.h. " tr.s.t tht: er.cl..1eion of Jev:e from al l f> t a te 90-
:;i ":. ion s n3.s bei!lt: r'.~cr e'l. scc . 
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l o the ea:Je year the Je~s of »Tankfort on t.be Uain were 
permitted to enter the trades. So Geieenbeimer immedietely 
added ~ manuai trainins courPe to h~ilanthoput. In 
1808 after French oecup~tion, Westphalia voucheatec equal 
righte to the Jewe . To etJ(ze hold or thePf' henef'ittt the ~choo l 
'it Seeeen under Jflrael J-.AS'obeon ~evelot>ed into " 'Buerger and 
HFUtdwerkechule , • A flChool ~1m1lar to an induetrial high 
school. The school in Wolfenbuetel follo~e~ the e~a.~ple 
of the school at Seeeen in trana~orming its character in order 
to train t..~e youns•r generation into useful citizenft. Both 
Joe t ~nd Geiger emphaei~e the great power of equal civic 
rights upon the cul turA.l and edacst.tional deTelopment or the 
Jev1a ot Germany.'il Probably antecedent to the economic and 
~ol1 t1cql c~uses for the tr~nsition i n Jewish cultur~l 1 eeale, 
·.,·ere tl':e in t el lectuel a.nd religiou~ f'orcee . 'E <ern!el c eta tee 
jn hie "Lor Taha.pucoth", p.7g, that even in the days or Fred
erick t he Greqt, 1740-178€, there were many "~iebeliev~:-!!•. 

As far back A.9 1 770 , : ·endeleeohn wrote to q._ relative, h:lk111n 
F~rz, Ua.t .. t~e fundamentals o!' our r~ligion depen~ U!)On o:..ir 
i nte llect". 'the rati onal h:n or Volt~. 1:-e and the naturalistic 
~octrines of Rouseeau were 1n the atmosphere an d ?enetrated 
into even ~~e wallec Ghettos. ~endel~eohn himPelf i nculcated 
their teflchings into hie dieciples. In hie "Leeebuc}'l fuel' 
juedieche Kinder• i.:endelseohn, objecting to "beliefs", ren-
6ere 6 the"ani ruaa:nin" of Uaiconide~• thirteen Princi'Oleti of' 
Faith as "icb erken ne f'uer wllhr and gewi ee "• • "I recognize 
ae s 't- 5".> l:.itely true." In his "Jer ·1ee.leru ," fUrth e rmore , he 
epre30 this spirit of rationaliem throughout intellectual 
Jewry . The people at large t h iretily imbibed it, even t"ioug.~ 
the rebbis Afl 'I. -d'aole, ~no po ~eibly !len eelseohn himself cid 
not sue~eet its anti- ~Rbbinic n3ture . One of the effect~ of 
the ne•: r a tiona.Us:u ie vhible i n the librery or the Jew1Rh 
Cotr.muni ty o! 3erl in, vrhich cont:\i~s no Hebrew book nor one 
of a J€~iah reli ~ious nature. (v. Felix Lazarue •e liet or 
volUD1ee- in t!ont\techritt, t>B, ;:>.335) . 

Tr.e econol'!lic, 9olitir.9l and intellectuPl forces qff~cted 
Jewie~ 7.~ucation only indirectly ~ ~ they 9roc~ced ~ fermentP
tion in Jewish Life . It wae the formul~tion of RouseeAu•s 
e ducational princ i pl es into curricula by Baeecow, ~encelePohn 
and '.','es Rely that determined t he e xact line of development of 
Je'llfiqh ::oucAtion in the perio c of transition ~fter i~enceleeohn . 
B~eedow•e Philanthropinum at ~eeeeu, 1774, founde d on Rou~
eecu•g 1 ce~ls, became t~ ~ model for l~ter ~chool~ both Chri et
is.n ~nd J ewieh . Its ob j ect waR t o e oucate c 1t1 z enP or the 
worl d , ~ho would a t t~e ~a.:n e time be i ceal ~ ermnn subjects . 
The vernstcul'.lr G--rman 'P$t,e emphA.eized aA the medium of inntruc
tion. Lan&uagett ·r.ere t :iash t b y the eo-cqll ec "natura l !Tletho c ". 
:_-..,,ui~l '\.n d i ndustrial work wee 1ntrorluced 11. e much for POC isl 
~e for eeucaticn~l pur~o ~es. The cour s e of i netruc t ior. ~~e 
intenoet. to equi? th~ pupil s for makin~ ~ l ivlihood , tf nec ess 
ary. Ch 1lcren of all denoloin 'l ti on e were 3ccepted anc treated 
e.A eq_uale. The truths of reli e; ion wer~ i mparted v.-1 t:-iout the 
preju~ices of the ~xieting relig i ous teAch inge . (V. ~onroe; 
History of Eouc~tion, 9 . ?79 ) . 

::. ~ncel~sohn 1 !' ? l an for Jewish .iiduc"'tion ·.1;n s parall el 
to 5asedow'e for gener~l e ouc~ · ion . F.e wiNied to have the 
young gener~t1on s ecure lnform~tio~ .of t.he ecience~. ~ f the 
German and ?rench l~ngu~gee, of book-keeping And mathematical-
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geography, in l\Odi ti on t ,:> a thorough kno•.vledge of Bible and 
Talmud. (v. !<'ly~erling I.ife of :i\l:end. p.335). Wecoely'e de
tailed outline of instruction !or the community of Trieete, 
c un t~ined in the second letter of hie book Dibre Shalo~ ve
Emf"th, Y1se more concrete than ?.a endel~!iohn'e, and became the 
mo del c urriculum for the next two deca rlee 'lDd more. !30th 
J..:endelseohn 11nd WeAeely emphasized the function o! the}Bchools 
to prepare the pupils for e~rning e. livlihood, for polite 
int~rcour~e with their neigbbore, ~nd for ide~l citizenship 
in th~ German r~pire. The ~eassefim through their publication 
bec:une the promulgators of theee education~l ide~le and thus 
exerted a powerful influence upon the development of Jewiah 
Educ~tion. They made repeated referencee to the Berlin Free 
Echool, established 1?78(?)under the guidance or Uendel~eohn, 
Weeeely and Friedlaender, printing comments from non-Jews in 
ite praise, and challenging the coneerv~tiTee to examine ite 
content an~ method of instruction. (ct'. Ha-U.eaP~ef-Tebeih. 

A.M. 5544). 

Before considering the developlnent o f Sewish Ed'.lcn.hon 
~rt.~r )iendel!lsolln, it will be necesssry to d•ell briefly on 
the conflict precipitated between hie followers ano the con
~ervative~, - ~ conflict which retArded the transition for 
sever1tl decades. The et-.nd of ~endelseohn and hie "school" 
in !~vor of secular education, Aroueed an increasingly morr 
vigorous o;>poei ti on, '11hich cl'Jllg the JDore clo oely to the olo
onesidedneos. (er. Guedrnann ~ ~uellenrchriften-Introduction). 
The oppoei tion Wl'.A intenei fied greRtly by t..'le ~'lcrificea which 
many of t.~e advocates of eecular culture were ~illing to ~a.ke. 
Jost in hie history, Vol. IX, ?• ll, deecribee how many of 
Uendelseohn'e followers attempted to surrender not only their 
Judnee-German language but also the Jewi~h national cohesion, 
and even the knowlege of the source• of the Jewish religion. 
Md lore, tor their entrance into the political, social and 
intellectual life of the world. In contraet to ~ese, the goal 
ot the coneerv~tivee was to preserve all t h e distinctive J~w!sh 
reli~iou• eeremoniee And formft. Xendel~eohn's oie6qin of Tal
rnudic Pilpul and tlo\e jargon, - the incrustations upon Jewish 
life·, had been c onverted in h is dieciplen into ~ contempt of 
tr.e very content of Judaism ae developed in the ages succeeding 
'the ,Te•is.li c~non. The 1'erlin Free Scho o l a,nd ite mocele die• 
regarde 6 instruc tion in J udaism. 'nley accepted the religious 
point of viE"v: of th e Ph ilanthropiniste, based on the deism 
of Rousseau' s vicar of Savoyard. Such an attitude "1len pu~hed 
consistently wA s in de e n eub ver eive of the indi.vi dus.lity of the 
Jewish reli g ion an d the Jewieh peo ple. It is fort.mate that the 
ioter comp romi ae ~et~~~n the Orthodox an d the school of ~endel
eeohn wP.s a c ompromis~ only in the method of in~truction !Uld 
in t.~e ~ecul,q.r portionl'! of the curricul urn, and not in the di E' • 

tinctively Jewi e>1 bran ches of s tudy. 
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c. The nevelopnent ot Jewish Education i n t he 
Period ot Tranaition following Uendelaaohn. 

It should be noted that all the achoola erected by the 
devotees or Enlightenment in the tiret two decade• ot the 
Traneition were prilllarily intended tor the poor or tor thoee 
who could not afford private teachers. tt was after 1806, that 
Bock planned hia school at Berlin tor well to do Jewiah child
ren. The curriculum ot the eohoola therefore wae taken up tor 
the moat part with thoae atudiee that would prepare the pupil• 
for earning a living. Prledrich Nicolai in hi• deacription of 
Berlin, about 1795. report• (~uotation from Ritter) that the 
couree of etudiee at the ~erlin Free school coneiated of 
•writing, arithmetic, book-keeping, drawing, ~ebrew, Gen:ian 
a.~d French, and mathematical seography. (v. also Geiger, Vol. 
II, p. 137.) He report• also that moat ot ita graduate• became 
tutors, teacher•, or business eruplo7eea. Only a ff/fl attended 
higher school• and dedicated themeelvee to the eciencee. The 
Talmudic couree especially eutfered from the economic conditiona. 
The houre per week epecified for Talmudic atudy were lessened 
to make way for the newer etudiee designed to prepare the achol• 
ara for a livelihood. A• aoon aa bueineee opportunities were 
opened furthenaore, parents began to remove their children from 
school often before Bar-MitzYah. AS a result the majority were 
prevented from ever becoming proficient in the Talmud. (v.Joet•e 
!!emoire.) 

~he school• in the firet two decade• and more of t he 
period of Traneition were characterized al•o oy a lack or 
trained teacher• and~text-booka. Jewiah Education waa purauing 
an untried courae and therefore had to get along without ade· 
quate equip:nent until it could develop lte own . Until 1809 . ac
cordir.~ to Joot. practically eTery teacher wae an autodidact. 
EVen the Caaeel coneiatory had only autodidact• and lacked 
method. These untrained teacher• were not prepared ~o write 
euitable text-booke . So they imitated the Chriatiana. They cop
ied Chrietian writing• in publiehiug eTen religioua text•books;. 
David Fraenkel in • sulamitb~ 1807 , in depicting the condi tions 
states t hat heretofore they have made great use of Christian 
catechieme, and because it waa obTiouely impoeeible to reproduce 
them word for word. they ha.Ye made alteration• wherever absolute
ly essential . It was only with the years or.cl with patierit effort 
that the teaching staff, method. CUld text-books were improved. 

Because of Uendelseohn 1 a prestige and the tolerance of the 
rabbie, the firet Uodern Jewieh School, t he Freiachule. 1778J.?) 
waa eetabliehed in ~erl in. Thue Prussia became ~ne aeat of the 
firs t Jewi sh cultural and educational center. But the economic 
and political conditions of the era were not favorable to con
eietent progreaa. The achoola which came ir.to existence thro~gh 
the i mpulse or the ~erlin Free School were not proeperoua. Even 
the Freiechule retrograded. In 1807, David Fraenkel in "Sulamith" 
co!nmented upon ite deterioration and expreseed the hope tilat ite 
new director. ~endav id, would eave it. 

I n t he year that U. endelaeohn died , 1786, t he Samson Free 
School wae founded at 1tfolfen ouet t el. It can net llo·.veve1· strict
ly speaking be considered one of the moder n schoola created 
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under Jtendeleeohnian incitement. We can eee t'rom Joat'• me
moirs that it remained a Cheder until 1806, when with the ad
vent of ~Jlrenoerg it was transformed into a progreeeiT• ecbool. 
The firat real attempt to follow the example or Frie4laender, 
in eatabliehing the Berlin 7ree school was made at Koenigsberg, 
the cultural center of Germany second only to Berlin. But the 
attempt was fruetrated by the coneervativea. Sentiment for im
proved education, however, was so vigoroua, tbat it produced 
a permanent oreacn in the community. (cf. Jolowicz : ) The firat 
succeae!ul effort was made at Breslau by Joel Loewe, one or 
~endelesobn•a disciplea, who became the director of the Wil
helmeschule. (v. Uonatachrift 37: 194 ff.) Its curricuium we.11 
very ambitioue. It quickly dieintegrated because the pupils 
were not adequately prepared for auch an elaborate course of 
atudiee. Of a school at Karlerube, founded in 17~5. the writer 
could fir.d but little information. (v. AZ J., 1908 , p. 353) 
In the following year, however, Hirach Borchard financed a 
school at Halberstadt, which wae really the !irat to make a 
compromiee between the traditional c~rriculurt and modern secu
lar requirements. ?.orchard specified in hie will that Tal..Dud 
be given a promi~ent place in the course of studies. ~ut on 
the other hand. his school,. Hascharat.h Zewi, aimed to giTe 
instruction lr. the branches ot general culture. In June, 1798 
at Hanover, another school, the David'sche Stiftungeechule was 
founded on the model of tne Berlin Pree School. (cf. AZ J. 
1852; 431) That year a girl•' school wae alao erected at Ham
burg. In the following year a group of young men at Deeeau 
organized a eociety, the Chinucb Neahrim, to give eecular iri
etructiGn to the poor. They did not, it seema, aucceeci914 in 
establiehing their school until 1801, when Israel Jacobson, 
who wae erectir.g his school at Seeeen, came to their aid. 

Israel Jacobson had all the neceeeary qualitiee tor 
eti.mulatinb a regeneration in Jewish Education. He had re
ceived an excellent training both in J ewish ::iattera and in the 
fielde of general cult~re. In addition he wae endowed with 
the spirit of philanthropy. Altno hia ir.come wGe large, be re
tained a minimum tor himself. A ~an learned in the Talmud had 
advieed ~i.JI:. that be who would help to prepare for ~od'e King
dom on earth, should devote himself to the education ot the 
young, in particular or the needy. so he dedicated himself 
to the emancipation of t~e Jewe~ ee~ecially thru modern educa
tion. Hie echool at seesen 1 1001, b•came the center of the 
second stage in the deTelopoent of Jewish Education. The Free 
School at Berlin had endeavored to !oater a healthy growth in 
J ewieh Education. out, ae we noted before, conditione were 
not yet ripe. The political situation became favorable only 
after French arma ar.d ideale i nvaded and eecured poseeesion 
of weetern Gen:iany by the treaty or 1795. on tne threshhold 
of a new century Ja cobson be3an at Seeeen hie labore, which 
rejuvenated Jewish cultural conditions, and ir. a few yeare 
transformed the whole content and method ot Jewieh Education 
t hroughout ~ermany. 

Jacobeon's school in the Harz mountains was organized 
with a religioua arid industrial curr1culur.;, intended to eatie
fy both the progressive and conserative groupa. (cf. Arnheim: 
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•nie Jacobson Schule zu 3eesen.•) In this school. Jacobson 
endeavored aleo to overcome t he exi ating prejudice between 
the Christiane and Jewe by rearing together children ot both 
religious denominations. The apectacle or Jewish boye with 
covered head• at the aide ot their little Chr1at1an achool• 
mate1 pr~ing to their common Pather wae the greatest factor 
in securing political equality tor the Jewa of Gexmany.(ct 
Jost'• History.) 

Through Jacobson'• in•piration the other Jewieh achoula 
ot Western Germany were alao insured a healthy growth. We noted 
above hia relati~n to the organizati~n of the i'ranzachule at 
Deeeau, ot which David Fraenkel became the director. B• also 
had a great deal to do with the e1tabli1ll:llent ot the PTanktort 
Philanthropinum in 1804, ten yeara after HUrWitz suppresaed the 
first attempt to found a ~odern school. Jakob susskind Stern, 
who undoubtedly had intimate connection• with Jacobeon, had 
formulated a plan tor its establishment in the eame year that 
the school at s eesen was founded. (v. Feetachrift . • . • Philar.
thropinum ••• F. au •• 1904.) In 1806, Jacobson influenced hie 
father in law. Ieaac Herz sameon, to remodel the school at 
'Nolfenbuettel. Jost. i n his memoirs, gives a vivid picture o! 
the won4erful changes ror the be~ter that came with the new di• 
rector. Jacobeon•s prestige continued to aprend a11d orought 
about t he fou!'lding of three other school•. at Caeael 1809, at 
Paderoorn 1811, and at Hlldeehe1?!1. 1812. He also incited the 
establishment or the firet auccees!ul Jewish normal school. at 
Cassel i n 1810. (v. Yonatechritt, 58; 335 !!.) It ia not certain 
w~ether he wa s :sponsor !or the last Free School in the period or 
Tra nei t ioj , the raraelite Free school ot Hamburi, 1815. 

Aa economic conditi~n~ improved under French rule and 
influence, s new type of ~ came into exist ence among the 
Jews of 3ermany. namely the trade•ecbool.8. Theee school• were 
intended to train poor children for he.ndicratta so that they 
!night ear!'l a l!Ting in a manner conei dered :nore respectable 
than merchandising . The tirat soc i ety to foeter trades among 
the Jews wae formed at Caaeel, 1802. It was Ja cobson once ~ore. 
who i n hie effort to emancip~te h i a brethren seized upon the 
further plan in 1805 to train Jews as artisans. (v. Jewish 
Encyc. - •xducat l on•) I n tnis proj ect he was encouraged by the 
goverrenent ot Westphalia, eTen thou~h not whole-heartedly. After 
1807, he i ntroduced i nto hi• school at seeaen a type ot coopera
tiTe course. Several boys. who worked with t heir masters during 
t he week were given instraction on Saturd~y and Sunday in writ
ing, arithmetic, and ;erm~. The idea o! f ostering trades soon 
became very popular a:tong the Jewa ot Ger.:'lany , probably because 
or the desire to remove prejudice 3iainst them due to their en
gaging in mercantile affairs. In 1812 , a society for promoting 
arta and craft• wa s or~anized in Prussia. :ouring succeeding 
yeara many similar associat i ons cwne i nto being . 

After 1809, Jewish echoola did. not i ncrease in number s 
as much as cond it l ons woul d eeen t o warra nt . T~e r eason f or 
t hie ie tna t about t h ie t ime (v.Jost - vor einero halben Ya.hrh\.411 -
d. ert} t he ;>rincipali ties of '.;ermany ini tiated a cons i stent 111ov e 
ment t o induce Jewi s h boys t o a tte!'ld t he Cilr i st i an pu-olic sc.hool s . 
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I n Prussia they had been admitted several years before. David 
Friedlaender in a letter to Wolfseohn , Dec. 17, 1802 (v. ~onat
echrift, No . 58 , p . 200) complains that the non-Orthodox parents 
have taken too great advantage of thie penni~sion.~en in Frank
.f'urt. the hot-·oed of orthodoxy, the municipal JEusterschule op en
ed in 1803, one fourth of it• total registration was Jewi sh. In 
their eff orts to have the Jewish ch ildren educated in the public 
schools, the r ulers did not hesitate to use t heir power. In 1810. 
Bonin, e Jewish schoolmaster of Prussia asked permission to give 
publ i c instruction. Hi• r equest, t hou;pi grar. ted by lower offi
cials, was denied oy t hose in hi~er autnority on t he ground that 
Jewish children sh ould , a s far as poasible, b e edu cated i n the 
Cil.ristia n schools. The establi shment of specifically Jewish 
schools , there~ore, could not oe considered with favor.(v.Gei~er : 
Juden i n :Berl in - Anmer~gen , p 239.) 

The more moder n Je~isn schools established in the period 
of T1·anai ti on fol l owir.g ~r.endelsaohn showed aptitude f or appro
priating better methods of instruction. Davi d Friedlaender at 
t~e head of the Freischule i n Berlin i n troduced all the a dvanc ed 
prir.ciplee of 3asedow.At the beginning of the nineteenth century, 
~eisenheimer, of the Frankfort Philanthropin, took a trip to 
:France with t h e object of studyi!'lg and adoptin& t he Pestalo~zi>m 
method. By 1807 , H. ~ . Bock had the confidence to appeal i n 
Berlin for a n elementary school for the well-to-do on the assur
ance tnat hi s course of studies, h is teachers, a.,d text - booka 
would ·oe as prOi?;l'essive as t he 'Oest r.on-Je-.vieh. E'elix Lazarus 
i!l tl:e ~onatschrift, l:o. 5a, ie authority fo r the stateoent that 
the Jewish el ementary school at Cassel , establ is.hed 1609, was 
far superior to the t hen existing non-Jewi sh elementary sch ools • 
.Tewiah Education as a whole, J=.o~ever , b y the close of the period 
of Transition had not had sufficient t i me to retrieve all the 
lost 6round. ~! inister Schuclanam: of Pr ';lssia on 1:ov. 2nd, 1812, 
8\llllmal'izeci the situa tion aa follows: •Jewish Education is very 
deficient and undeveloped ooth ~ith respect to condit i ons and 
methods of instruction ns well as ~ith respect t o the persona 
disp ensing t h is.• 

In the t2'1.ree decade s of t he Tr:l.nsitio •• , f ror: 1786- 1815, 
Jewisn ~ducation ha1 ~een transfon~ed. The eetabli sh:aent of 
school s in the l:n ;e ci tics fo r ced t.he orthodox to ua.ke sone 
conccssi :ms to secular c·.1.lture. 3y 1805 , t he s2iri t of !f.end.el
esohn ~d pen etrated into one of the stron.;j1olds of Orth odoxy . 
In t hat year Ii Tal.cud-Tora.~ ~or t2'le poor was esta~l i shed i n 
:-:~burg . T!:lrol..\.;h ':.l:e insiste!"lce o: S. R. ni r scil ' s 6randf"'.ti:er , 
j.!endel Fra.'tkfur~ert who had become acqu:iintei witi.1 ' ~ endel sso !".:1 , 
t h e Ta.lnud Torah was coi!'lpelled to i ntroduce the r:i:l i r:ruo ele:.1er.t s 
for a civilian !iveliilood. :tven tile Ched:iri:n under'.vent chan.;es . 
The ecilool-rooms ·:1ere made ~:i sht er. Teac:iers who :'l:id !llet nod 
were su·oatituted f'J r t~1e ::ela-nr..e iir:.. •r:ie sc:iool Jisci;>lbe ilu
proved per ceptibly. (v . st~assburJer, p. ~oo.} zunz at t he 
celebration ~f ],iendelssohn 's centenary i ::i 1829, :nade t h e state
ment " there is not one Jewis:O School i n 3erma.ny, i n wr;.ich for 
the past number o!' decades , the '}errnan Translation of the 3 i;,1e 
!us no~ oeen used." 3:1 t h e cloee of t he p eriod of Transit ion 
~cco:~in? to Jost , in n.i.s :iistory , IX, p . 1 60 , eve11 rabbi:.ica. i 
i nsti .. ut 1ons found themselves co1.1pelled to take 1:otice of t l.e 
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~reparatory studies in general dema.; d. In fact as a triumph 
at the close of the Transition the Vice-Oberlandrabbiner, Weil, 
gave hie consent to t he establishment of a 3Chool with prepara
tory ele:nentary classes , and even secured contri~utions for it. 



III. co1:cLUSI Ol~ . 

Thie p r esentation concl~des with the year 1815, when 
t he Orthodox b e gan to r e3ard secular knowledge as t h e pre
requisite of a :o~plete Jewieh Education. 3ut t h e prob lem 
of Jewish Education was no t solved by tnat step. Today it 
ie jus t as perplexing as ever . 

Through a careful compaxiaon of the crisis in Je~ish 
Education i n t h e period of the Tran s i t ion with that or our 
time, we ere struck with tne fact t hat t h e problem has com
pletely r eversed itself . After u endelesohn there wae the 
danger of J ewish Life be c omi!lg etagna.nt unless t h e wat ers 
of secular culture sho~ld be ~ermitted to flow thro~ti~ it. 
our fear today is lest Jewish Life may dr y up by re:is on of 
ite cutting itself off froil the ancient wells of Jewien learn
i n5. 

J e\1iah Education in t:'le period of conflict fol lowing 
~.'er.:lelssohn ha.e '.l les~on for us today. It i s especiall y ur
;ent for our pro6reesives, wh o are ~a.king ~he atani of th~ 
~encelssobnian ~ school ~, wni:h, i n ita fervor to escape 
Jevris!l s eparatism, fe ll into the iaire of i rrel i g .ious a n d sup er
f i cial univer s alie::::i . .D.:ivid ?riedlaendar , ~en~elseobn •s Zlisha, 
had the coura6e t.O press onto t:ne i nevit:i:tle .:cal of :;uch one
eided over-~ealousness. 

I ooki:"? .:; ·oaci: ".l_z>".>:: ~he ~or.f : ict ·:iet-.reen ~:en:iels e o r.r: 's 
!'ollowers a!1u the co!"lscrva.~ives, we aj?p r eciate t!iat wh i le t!le 
cu G.;estions of t '!::e foroer w~re well - t 'l·:e i-. , t:-.e fear~ of t he 
11~~er ~ere j~s t ~s ~~ -- - :o~~deci . There is t~e ever-;rc~ent 
..:unLer t b it u.r. o·:er- e:r.;ioasis of un iver oa li.:.. r e sul ts in a ne
;; l ec t of the treasure s a.!"l d sp irit of Jude.is1:i . ··:1th t h is a<id ed 
pe1il to Je·:1ry : that a :r.odern Friedl:.i.e!·.der car, .find r.ot a. ~cw 
>:rob !:>t Tellcr r. , v;h o ·.vi l l ~r:?.nt !!ii . le1r 1e t o flee .rucu.icr.i. 
:;nder c ocer :: cor.ditions only social a !'lti - sei .itism car. coer ce 
a Friec!lae:10.e r to r er:ai:1 -;:o i t:~in t h e Jewish fold . Far such 
Judai sI:l i s truly a c:..:se ; fr~ •.. suci: J:idai sr:: C:l.r. de1·i·;e r. o ·oer.e
ficial s timul i . 

I f J·..ida l $1.: is to ~1er..;e un: ,o. il1e ci fror. i ts i n t ercot:.r se 
witt secular cult~re, - o crisi s wr.ich has no t '::. e er. passed 
~ir.c e t i:e da;;s of : :er.G.elssohn , - \Ve :.:!:..is t st ri;.ce a i'.ap1l:f r:ec i~ 
b etweer. the co:1flictinc; parties of the :;>erioci of Tran s itic?:. 
7/c :."..ist wi e : :.: cr:~~ el sso !ui ' s <iisci},:'les i:·.sist upor: :he appro1iri P.
tic.r. of all s ec~~::. :-.r pr:>..;res1:> . ~1:.t a:t t:.e sa: e ti:.e , '.Ve r.:·.;.~t 
with t h e s in cerel~ ;o;.serv2:i~e of that era, i ;. s izt u;on equ&l 
de7otion to t h e herita~e of J~daism . 

JoGt upo;. h is ; r 3duation re jected ~ o::er to oe coce a 
l'3bbi i n I s rael , and i n 3tead took up the profession o! a teacner, 
because 2:e. c e l ie·: ed t:-nt t~e aa.l ·:atio;. o!' ~~dais:~ 1ies not sc 
c uch i n a c h~r.~e of cus:::r.-l s an d c erewo;. ies as in a n adequa~e 
::-.et l10 C. of Jewis~. ~!ii~&t lon . •r:1e ·::ri'ter ·oe.;s to s1..::or:1it that a 
~tudy of i·~ e c~lt~ral crisis i ;. :he pe ricd of Tr ansit i on follow
i ng :.:end el saoi.r: wil l J :.tet i fy tr.e st.::m:!.poi:-?t of t h is si!lcer e and 
t:cholar l:; j i i storia:; . 
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