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I . 

I l\"TRODUCTION. 

J. L. Landau, i n bis v10rk. "llodern nebrev; Literature" , I . 

tells the story of a prince who was con£ined to a dark cell 

by hi e super stitious father; for he feared evil consequences 

if his son should ever behold tLe light of day. But the youth, 

having heard of t he glor i ous world without , pleaded that he 

be permitted to enter into it, even though it cost him hi e 

life . 

This anecdote . continues Landau , is il.Lus l:ra ti ve of "the 

ceneration of J ewish youth, sudaenly aroused to ne\•, life at 

the end of the eight eenth century a nd ir. the beginning of the 

nir.eteenth. ~ark, dreary , and ae~res sir.ie, ~ere t he homes of 

t he Jews ir. t he narrow , dir•GY ghettoes . ·:.hol e generations 

were aoomed to languish there fer cent uries i n i &n orance and 

slavery . The bi boted , unenliS)ltened l eaderF of the r eople , 

upon whose legal deci sion and gui dance depended the pl~vsical 

and J1.ent al developmer.t of the Jews t r.e wor ld over, cou l d 

think of nc better interpretation of their c l oo1ny drearoe 

tha n to condernn Israel , tr_a t royal chilci \\hi ch perhaps was 

des tined by providence entirely to rewodel the barbarous 

•·:orld about it, to eternal ca r t ivi ty, spiritual fossilization. 

a nd phys ica l decay." !l . 

I t we:s au.i d such a setting that the fjrst battl es for 

enli t:h t erunent and culture \'1ere f ouf;ht by certain leaders 

~none the J ews. ~Y f a r the ereate~t ~ lory of t he battle 

must be confer red u~on :.:oses ::.endelssohn. Eut ther e were 
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other s who struggled by hi s s ide , a nd to Vlhom a f~ir amount 

of credit must be gi ven. ? or t he ba ttle was bitter. r her e 

was a F..ydra- headed 1t10r.s ter to subdue . These n1en ha d to face 

t he or pos ition and ~rejudice not only of the peoples amone 

v;hom t hey dwelt ; there v:as also a vast. amount or criticism,

and bitter it was indeed,- among the benighted leaders of their 

own :;:>eople , v.ho considered t hese efforts of emancipation dan

gerous to their ancient t r aditions . Suer. epi tl':ets as "Enem

ies of Israel" , ':;)estroye r s of the Torah" , etc. were c onll...on . 

·;hr ea ts of 11 Cherenr v.ere freque i•t . The O_!..J.CSi ti on v.as strong 

and severe . 

Fi nally , ho\', ever, the i nfluence of tha. t smel l crou~ of 

reforlliers "p enetr ated into the desol a te , gr~velike Ghettoes ; 

a nci little by little t he moral and 111ental pc.wers of the Jev.

ish nation awoke frou, thei r ciee.1;, letharey. The hands , that 

hi t.her to had hunt J.own wearily, were raised in e: nti:msiasia. 

It was I/lore e~i eciall;f the young ,;er.erati on t ha t rose as one 

inan t o the cor1ci o11s ness of its vitality , v: .. ose ~J t s~: , ·•.as 

filled ~ith ~n ~rdent , ~nc onsuerab le desire f or r e a l life , 

and a corres~onci.in~ lo~th!n:.. for the sh::.doy. :,· li fe they h!id 

l ed ti 11 nor. . Ir. vc..i n d id the ad.monitions a nd v:arni nLS t:O 

fo rth f!' oJO a ll ·.uer t ers to those inspired :·ouths : ' Do not 

open :; our eyes , your dim, ru:i.~olinci e/es , t o t hl? da.ylic:ht ; 

fe r it means c ertain d eath to :; cu.' In va in came from 

1ne.l i cious er;eraies v·ithout , a nd f r om blind:fblded friends ·:, jthin , 

t h e t~irea t , ' Do nu t t,;O out into the f r esh ai r cf fr eedom, 

o~ no • e=n cultu!'"e , because it ll ill co~ t ~·cu y our very life . ' 
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Stron ... er and s tron£:er rar.£ :r.e er:; o: ;assi en::. t~ er.t!.Usiasm; 

'let us cont~m;lat~ t:1i:; ·:or: d cf bea.:..i \.:/ , -.his ~[r.i:': cer:t 

a~d t:.ajestic li t:ht of knov:ledc:e , even i f r;~ have to pay t!ie 

extre1:1e pena.:ty of ao i r.,:: so .' And out of the de~ths o: cia rk

ness and .._.lcom c!le beheld a e r o\7d I:ressi r:L f crv.ard. i ;--,to t~:e 

1 i £ht of day . The firmly close<! door s and bar:-ec. ,- ir.dor.s 

vere burst o;en ; liLht an~ air s~re<:.r.len : ~to t~e du: l and 

dismal habi ta. ti one . Tt e da·r.~ cf a n e\': life tad oecur. :'c:: 

German J e·1:ry. n .3. 

i~ar.htal i ?.erz r.essel ... · , kncv:r. a lso as :7.n:-t-..i ::. 7."essely , 

v:as or:e of the .:1en ·,·;he s tc.c.6. c;.r. -:.::.e fcre- :rc.r:~ c.: tt". e : i :: : a. 

of t:s. tt.: e . '.L'he i r.t •.!:- es t s ar:C. a.e ti ·.- it. ii:~ c.: tr~ t fiar. ·:.ere 

d:rect!d enief!~ o~ the field of -~:is~ educ kt-OL . I~ is 

for t is -~bors i ~ t r.q .. f:~:d :~at 1~=-a~l c•~~ \. C h : ~ a nee~ 

debt cf ratitude . It shal l be ttc i n : os e o: tt:s !=.a::er 

t o d iscus !') 7.essel .. r..s one of fr.e ._:-ea\.est , i: r.c.-. '-- ·~ -=-~.s. -:.est , 

educational ref ormer o: 'Li:a t er:cj. cf :ir.!'.:s t , tc ;·. hie!-. -.·. e 

have ref err ed . 
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II. 

LIFE AND WORKS. 

Vie fi nd t!le first t.race of the family ?.eis , - <: ter to 

bec ome Vlessely , in Ear , Pvdolia . A res !_)ectable fainil:t it ..,,as , 

and haz;py , until 16"=-::: • when the insatisbl<? fu r y of the Hetman, 

Emil , ewe; t over tlie rlistrict . P.is lar v:as death. The fami ly 

Reis was irJcluded aiaonc his thousands of victi111s . Only one 

boy , J oseph , survived the slauehter . \':i th his o,·.n eyes he 

sav. his entire fe.mi l y murdered in cold blood ; b ... t he himself 

escap ed . 

Heart- b!,oken an:i v.ear:; , he becan hi s enforc ed _ il£ rim

a g e. ?.is f irst res tint: _lac e was CracoY, . St.i ll r i e felt. · .. m

safe . Be conti nued .. is journe:1 to Sch.~c;sien, anu thence 

t o c entr a l Germany , v.here he rernaineC. until !. i s t · .. e 1 tieth 

year . Finally , he fourici 11 safe refui;.c ir. A.111st.erdcuu 1 v,h icb 

had r ecer.t l y cast off tl:e S:r:ani ~ j! . ' vKe . '.:'hat country ,·,as 

n ow a haven of refuc e , i:..a rticularli for t.be Jev · I. TlJere 

that peoi..le had cained its f r ee dom a l oni:, i~ i t h the natives , 

had been ~ranted the r i eht s cf citizenship , and had been 

euaranteed t~e possessicn of its ~ro?erty and its r ealth. 

The Jew had never dre~ed of such liberty . This r.as a nev.· 

~orld for hin 1 and held forth a bricht promise for hi s f ut1re 

l' rosperity . 

Joseph Reis took full advc:.nt~_ e of hi s o~ro~tunity . In 

~ few years he was one of the most influenti al and respected 

:.nembers of the community. We find his s i &nature on a petition 

to the r overnment ft'r 9ermiseion to build a syna.c:.ocue . That 



was i n i.:,71. ihe request wa s c,ranted , and the synago5ue was 

built. 

Twc sons were born to J oi::eph tteis . The e lder, Abraham, 

reHiained in Eolland. The y oung er, Moses , migrated with his 

family to the town of Wesel , on the Rhine . There, the elder 

~eis departed this life in p eace . There is still ~reserved 

i n the synaeog ue at Wesel s ome ritual ~nraphernalia ~resent ed 

to it by b:oses Rds.a. 

The son, Moses , follc~ ed in the fcctstep s of his f a ther. 

Ee continued tbe f:irnily fortunes a lJd a.cti vi ties. The .;r~nch 

army was then in occupation of t hH country. 3 Loses Rei s carr i ed 

r n his c o11:11.erc i al i.ransact ions ·1. i t;h t h e officers at :Drabant . 

:-:i s dealinc s broue.J·1 t him into conta ct even v:i th the Generci.1-

issimo , t he F~incc of Schl esswi~- ~olstein, who de velored a 

fond.ness a nd affection fer t he Jewish mcrc.hr..nt . V1hen the 

army vacated the l and, i:os es Reis a ccomi-e:.n ied it. 

Moses settled for a time i r. Glukstadt , wl1ere t h e Fortueuese 

Jev;s had gainPri. n.any pri vclet. l:S fro11. the k i n1;,; , Frederick VI. 

There, he took the rJa.1 .• e '!.·essel , later ·?;essely , a fter the town 

in v;hich he and his fath-=r had f r ev1 cusly O.•\ el t. 7he 1a.rnily 

of ;;;oses sh&red i 11 al..:. the :r:ri VE'le !:; eS •rnici ; the Jews of Glu.k-

s tad t enjoyed. Ee ''as t!1e fi rst mci.n in the Eing ' s s tates to 

b u ild a rif l e f a ct0ry . Le~er , he becruue a n advi sor to the 

i" int::. in t !.1"'.' riei:artment of trc.t ns1;or-r.a t ion. 

Some time after this , ;.:.os es 7:e:Js ely e s tab l i s1tea. ni mself 

in ~~nburg , which was one of ~he free cities. 7here the ~ing , 

; eter th~ Great, conferred upon him t he positi on of general 

p rovisioner f or his a r m; in :-:olstein . ?l;er e , too , he !!18.rried 
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~ehrend , the daushter of ~erz Beer , Four sons were born of 

1.his marri e-~e . Thr-: olaes t. of t.i1e i·our ,·,a. s named :~aphtali i:erz. 

::ap[,ta.l i .. er ;- •r.esse l y , narueci. also i:artwi e.,. ',',es£ely , 't'l·a s 

bc.rn in Eamburg i n 172 ... . :!:v en a s a boy he showe d ~reat prorn-

i s P, . Iie p ossesseo a larl e a10e:unt of na tive intellitence , anci. 

a cer t a in perscnal charra, v.hi cr, v. on the a i...ectiori cf f..11 with 

v.hci.. he c ai11e in c ont a ct. ·:.rule ye t a. b o y , riis far.her moved 

Thert , ~oses ~es-

s e l:,' v.(... n "Lh e res: e c 1. ar.c.l. fr iendsh.i :- o f t ne 111ost infl.uentio.l 

Jr: en of tJ1e s t.&: tP. , inc ~udinc t he ki ne , v. i tt. \~ho111 r.e r.act f re-

l.uen t i:"Uaienc e . 7 f.us , ue •:;a s a ble t.o f, i v~ t.o r.1 s c l Ji l a r en al l 

t,i',e s oc i ~l ar.a educational a.civ:.ntc..v::R of i..Lc ac..~' · 

·d.1... ccuca't icn c.i :.c.}-Lt:.ll . . c:in '.'. e ~i:: · ly Y.'C..~ ;,,.: t.:no ::- c..u:._ r. 

f t J e cc. u:it.j c l.!:;' 01 l.1•_ llfo":'E: ;; en .. it :..ed . 

l< n~ tc l:ai n « :!: ea d i n L ~:ncvlc-C.c.-;; c ... . . eiJr ev . 

thE: stuci.:: cf t r e 'lc>.lmu a ; :::c: t nat , c;.t t.:nc· c.:_ e ,, ; · i.ir.t:: , Le v.ai:: 

<>bl~ tc r ec:.d !1a r t.s o ;: i..hc. i, - orr. 1. i1 :.~ el1. "ut , c.5 r.e h i111e e : f 

st := teo. , :-.e 11 f; ti l l k~:e-. i.0ttir.'- c..1 t i. -:: 7ivL :u~:s o;: ;,,c•ses ." 'f . 

Ir, 1.i .·.~ , ·!,'c ssel .. r•- ..1. t: rn::u r.L .. ;,,c t ;!e r:i. c. vJcoc.e ci tt.e :.eorev. , 

·uu t. t.r U.e ~no·.,..te~Lc oi .. i e 1·t- ,1 l 1 : . :::~r. i r.L s c,f .. r .E: car.te n ts of 

t . . OSC cco·: .S . 

It v.a s f ort1:.r:: Lt.; f c, r th \:" :;v;nL !:- tt.:.oc rJt 1.i:ia. t. , · .. li e n r,e 

rea ched tbe · Le of ten , ~ truly Lr t at ecfiOlbr ~na te~cher 

fcvr.,t l i e ' ·;,,,./ i r.i,t' t he ·,'. es::.ely h o111E . :'l: a t t .f;.. r \' c- s t !ie .-.~bbi 

Solcnon : .anan • .-: .... was r e s1J.OP..6ibl 1:. 1 1 .. c 1c t; 10.r : c. ny ct.her ilit.. iv-

i dua l , for the s ubs equ t. nt :. ror:iir e nc P 01' ·::cssely ir. t.i.e f i e ld 

:.is tea chi nL c or.sisted net or.l J of a 

reedi ~~ kncwledee of t he Scr i o tur e~ ; but include d a lee instruc-
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tion i n e ram.rnar and syntax. Thus the way was open for fur t her 

study along these lines. The teacher soon recogni z ed the unus

ua l t a l ents of his pupil, and pr edi cted for him a roos t promis

ine future . Under his tutelee e , "The l ane;uage structure became 

real t o hitn (Wessely) , and a glowine enthusiasm for the holy 

writings t ook possession of him; and this mounted unceasingly 

fro~ day to day ." ~ 

Wessely , very early in life, r eali z ed the i m!.Cir t anc e of 

secular education. ne felt that, in oraer to stud:; !irorerly 

and to teach effectively 1 one r equired a kno,·:ledl e of lJrevai l -

ing customs , f a ehions, languac es , and t he sci ences . nis father 

sympathized with this vi ew , and. he took car e that his s on 's 

education along t hese lines should be complete . Wessely ' s 

learni ng embraced all t hese f i elds. Eeside his t boroue,h tra in

ing io the ~cri r tures and t he Talmud , exegesis , Jewish philos

o~hy , and hi s tory , he soon a cquired a knor.leciEe of t r.e various 

lancuaLee,- t be German , F!'ench, and S~anish . The ceoLraphies 

a nd the hi e:; t.ories cf boti: the ola a.nd the r.e\·, wc.rld v.-ere in

cluded i n hi s study, as ~ere aloo t he na tural sci~nces , such as 

bo tany , chP.mi s try , anatomy . and e eolo£y. At the aLe of s event een , 

~ess ely was a well - educa ted you t h , i n every s ense of : he word . 

It v:as qui t e natura l thet an i nt ellect of t he dep t h and 

s cope of "f!eos el y ' s sliould :n t erest i tself i n r.'roducti ve l iter

~-=-.i v:ork . 'the f irs t inspiration for tr.is ca.me from his uncle , · 

Joseph 7.'essely , of Copenhae en. Durinc a di scussion between 

the t wo, the conversation turned upon t he subject of t he lost 

wo~ks mentioned in the Ei ble , - such as "The Eook of the r attle 

of the Lor d ," "The "i'iorks of SaJnuel , the Seer" , and "The , .. orks 
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of Gad, t he Seer". They the• spoke of the Apocryphal v.rritines , 

and expressed the regret that these were not mor e familiar to 

the Jewish peopl e . Weeeel y quoted from the "Wisdom of Solomon" , 

t;tnd his uncle was astounded . A f ew days l a ter , he handed to 

hi s uncle a Eebrew translation of that work, which he himself 

~ad comr leted i n tha t time , together with a co1ruoentary. Often 

in later yea r s he attributed to the labors associated with his 

t • anslation of the "Wisdom of Solomon" h i s fluency and subtlety 

i n ~ord study,- historical , syntactic&l , and li terary. 

Socn a fter this , 7iessel y. left his family fireside to seek 

hi s fo rtunes elsewhere ; and , likewi se , to broaden his secular 

education. He now ~assessed a broad and fundamental knov.ledge 

of th e conm1ercial iield , thanks to his father ' s training . Thus 

equi r~ed, he found servi ce ~ ith Feitel ~hraim, a financier 

of the court of Frederick the Great; and that Jlla n entrusted 

Wessely with t he s uyervision of hi s business house in Arris terdam. 

Wessely filled the position ~ ith ~reat ability, a nd to the corn

:~ l e te sa tisfaction of his ;:atron. -~e so cr, acs uired a reputa

tion in Ams t erdam for his sa~acity in co1~uercial matter s . There 

a re still in existence certa in letters which r eveal the fact 

that he made some very clever moves on the local s tock exchanee . 

iiis success in business did no t l essen his interest in 

.hi s co~elieior.ists . .ne was never entirely swayed by hi s lust 

for money , nor completely preoccupied by his business activity . 

i:e was always desirous of bringint; about irnprovments in the 

religious and social life of the ~e~s . In t he course of hi s 

many contacts •~ i th all ~eoples he lea rned to realize tl1e e,rea t 

l a ck and ne ed in Jewish life of secul ar kno~ledee . 

Eeside this interest in Lh1s need of bis people , We~sely 
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a lso was one of the pioneers in the effort to create simple 

and !lure :.ebrew, f ree froin a ny artifi ciality or obscuranti sms . 

r.e was conci ous of the evil influences of the rtabbinic Hebrew. 

Ee was ·well able , through his emotional chars.cter and his broad 

learning , t o co9e with th~s probiem; and with in1inite industry 

he suc ceeded in his efforts. i:e himself was unsur:iasseci in nis 

~reduction of pure , pleasinL, ~iblical ;.eore~ , both in prose 

and 9oetry . 

The Eebrew lancuae e used b y ttie s c holars of' v:essely ' s time 

was a pol_,e_lo i of forei gnisn.s . It was a rtificiaJ.. ar.ci stilted . 

Anyone v.ho .!o assessed a true love r·or t.he J.ancuae:e 11.us i have 

been re~elled by iLs incorr ectness , anu its ~a thet ic inconer

ence a nd inconsistency , burd ened as it was ~ith idiorns bor

rowed f rom ot her laneuat:es. The t ei:ichers of the timt- had to 

use t.his lan,._1.:H.:e , re~lly a jarcon , ever. thouc: h t!1ey themselves 

dia noi:. v. ish to ao so . It wa s t h e only J.eo rev. the !,eop l e under

stood . 11 1:ot P. ven L:oses ;·1oula nave ueen abl e to express him

self int.he current ~ebrew." ' T~e exce!tional ones ~ho did 

d es ire to ex~re&s th~usP 1 VPA in t he ~ure lanEua~e were listened 

tL by b ut fev peofle. Only occasionally one woula a rise ~ho 

dar ed to s ce&k clearly ; bu~ h e was soo~ surrcund€d by a biind 

!!1Hl titu.:ie , ::; rJv d.t:1Jouncea as R "reformer" ,- a type of man which 

~ur p eople have a lways fear ed . ?hus diphe~rte~ed , the br ave 

ma n v.ould fors ake the cause; anci ne himslef would soon be for

s aken and for c otten. All b eautiful , r1"yihJ!lic . ebrew langui shed. 

:.ot ~ven ti1e r abbis of tne time , who t J.temsel ves may l1ave loved. 

:-:ebrew, could ex _r.ress the1:iselves in tb~ rure lane-ua.te . 7-

'.:'hus , the holy tonc:ue was wai tine. for a new hero to a rise. 

It re1nained for ·:. essely to b e one oi' the leaders , if not the 
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l eader. to usher in the rena i ssance . ~ell-eq.tipped ~ith lea rn

ing . r i ch in style , he wa s the man f or t he t ask . he belong ed 

to h is f a i t h ~ith a l l his heart and soul; a nd he was deter

mi ned to b e one oi i ts champi ons . 'fhe evil , he decided , had 

to be rooted out frcin the very bo~tom. "The store of words 

i n a l anguage" , he said,"a re in direct pr or ortion to t he Know

ledge a nd learning of the pe ~ple usin£ tha t l anguage. 7o in

crease t he f lexibi lity a nd t he r i chnes s of a l a nguage, we must 

i ncr ease the lear,ing t..f t he i;eor le usine. i t. 1:oreover , amone. 

t he J ews, l angua g e is lllor e clos el y associ a ted v:i t l1 s~iri tua l 

ma tters than among a ny ot her r eopl e , t hus l!.taki nt- 0 1 i t an im

r ortant factor in t hei r rel i gi ous l ife ." t 

Thus 7."es s ely ' s a i ms we1:e t o enriob l e t he r.ebrev, lan1;,ua£e, 

in or der to exyres s t h roug,11 i t t he J ewish con~M ts oft.he t i111e ,

the beau t iful and t he holy ; and to awaken t he uri;e t o genuine 

lec..:::- i ng , and a l s o t o cont i nue t hat urge. I t was not his ai m 

to reform Judaism. Ee considered t hi s neither necessary nor 

usef ul. lie discovereC:. t ha t the s ource of t he evil l a y i n t .he 

i gnorance of t he Jews of t heir own fa ith and t hei r o~~ :a~

t uat;:e . Thi s Vias t l:e rea s on \',hy he suucht so s i ncer el y t o r e t. t or e 

thE holy l a.neuac.e to i t~ oi·i c ina J ~.'Ur i ty e..nd di gni ty. Tlu·ou~h 

t he di s s eli.i na tion of t hi s !- Ur e Hebrew, r.e ex~ected t o unfold 

r e~ore r.i s }: eopl e t he true trea s ur es cf - ebre'" liter e..tur e . 

I n 17c 5 , Wes s el y adv&. .c e ci 1-.is cause by ccm_.let ir.t: hi s 

\"or k , Lehar.on , ( / I J .l f ) , whi ch Y.a s of er ec t va l ue i n t he 

s t nr.y cf synonymns <.r.ci r1:ear.i ne,s of v crds , as '"el l f_s i n the 

f i 1:16 of }1er meneu tice . 

1· t o this t i me V.'Es s ely had t een ei cti v e in the c otmner c ial 

l:.ouee of ;ei tel , i n Ams t er dam. l:i s ser vices .had b e er. va l uab l e , 
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indeed , and had b een \'<ell rewarded , b o t l: firnrncial l *· ar.d other

;·.i se . He had beer. a c or1ci er.ti ous a nd inter.~ i ve '~ orker; but be 

••as unas s uminc s nd inodest. He four1d diversion and r-•l easure only 

in learning . Soon he established hi ::; own business liouse , which 

a t once b ecame successful. Ei s chief ir:terest wa s i n jewelry . 

Re a ccumulated a c onsi c erable fortune. Eut his hicheat aepir

etion was to r ather rich es only a s a ruearis of a.chi evine his 

aims . He was still rosses e cd of t ha t deef c oncer r. f or h is co

r eli oioni s ts , and hor ed to contri bute to tbek i rnrrove~ect. 

Ee publi shed the first !)art of h is \Ork , Leba non, whi ch 

he entitled 11 t he Locked Ga rden°, ( fJYJ jJ ), a t his own ex

? ense . Ee d i stributed co_ies of this f r ee a.r.,onc his fr i ends , 

and an~ne the f ri ends of Hebrew li ter ature . 7hat ~ork aeon 

este.bl i shed hi ~ re~utat i cn. It v:a.~ t.i chly welcoJ.1e to the schol-

a=e cf Eebre~ , as it cave a s ci enti f i c a~rr oach tc that Jan~u~ce . 

In 1?66 , he ~ubli shed the s econd pert of Leba non , also 

under the t itle of ,. The Locked Ga rden " ( fl.YJ /J ). Thi s \'lork 

x-ec eived the approba tion of the c.reatest !'ebbi s of the time . 

Acain , he himsel f ~ai d t.r.e ex:_: enses of 9ubl icati on . lie pl a ced 

the dieposa l of thi s v0lt:.me i n the hands of book- dealers. The 

income . a t firs t, di d not c over expenses . It was only af t.er 

t v.o yea rs , when the v.ork bec a.i..1e knovm in Ita l y and i n Fol and , 

t hat the entire edition v1e.e disposed of . The I t a l i ans valued 

the work ; and t he Poles were surpri s ed by it. The r eeulte of 

thi s ea:-ly effort were encour acine . V.es . ely c ontinueo his la-

bor £ in t ha t ci irection. _-:e devoted the day to his coi:unerci a l 

:-ctivi t ies ; ~·.hil e a l l hiF leisur .,. t i me v.a s srent in further 

study. 

Thus f c-.r , Wessely had e n j o:;·ed the res, e ct end l ove of the 
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most i nfluenti al houses in .Alpsterdaro. And now, t hi s increased. 

The mos t i nfluent i al men sought his company. Ail as semblies 

""• s v:herein the welf are of t he Jews a coneern honored h i m as an .. 
i mportant member of their counci ls . Ei s modes ty and pati enc e . 

bis i nt eres t even i n the l owl iest of his ~eople. hi s unl i mited 

generos i t y . and his flowing e l oquenc e , won for him a l l hearts . 

~any wer e the ~eoyle, tottering on t he verge cf apostacy, who , 

t hrough hi s eloquence , gai ned their s piri tu8:J. equilib!"uwri , and 

r eturned to their f a ith . 

Fi nally, a t the earnest entreaties of h is :fe:.ther and family , 

he l ef t his frienus and admirers in Arnsterdam, and r eturned tc 

h i s r.a.ternal !:ome . Again he toc..k ur his r esidence in Copen-

hagen. Ther e , he o~ened u1 his ovr bt.ts ir,es s , \'.l iich soLn : .:-os-

~ered . I t was 'ti:ere , too , tha t he me t t he dauc.n t er of !:endcl 

?ollak, Sara Ema1mel , and fel l in l ove r,i t h her . Soon tr.ey 

becrune engae ed , and shortly thereaf~er , married. Wessely coo-

tinued to devo~e part of his time to stuay ano i earnint . Ee 

lived i n Copenhaeen for f ive yeat·s , _!.rcs : erous in h is busir.ess, 

di li c:er. t ir: his scholarl~· H1r k , and ha~J..Y ir: hi s holr.e life . 

Then came a s er ies of business reverses . Severa l business 

housee , in which he was f i r:anci a lly interested , f a iled. Hi s 

ma te.rial v. el l - beint was sbaken tc t he very foundat ion , and he 

bec rune deepl y concerned over his future '4Cl fare . 3ut just at 

that time Jo se~h Fei tel , a brother of ~essely ' s fo r mer ern~loyer , 

offered t o him the pos i t i on a s head of his bueiness i n Eerlin. 

~essely r eadily acce~ted the offer ; for it held forth promis-

i r1 ... prosi:ects , not only in financ i a l f i elds , but in i ntel l ect 

ual r ealms a s v,ell. •. e left Cop enhRt;en in l ??q , ·,·. i th his wife 

and children, carryinc \'. i th hin. tl:e [ ood- v.ill of bi s numerous 

f riends. 
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Berlin, at that time , was the Athens of Germany, rich in 

learning , a nd the home of ~reat schola rs. There dwdlt the n~.n 

who was regarded at that time as the ?rir.ce of Isr ael, Moses 

Uendelssohn. It di d no~ take l ong for these two er eaL souls 

to meet . Their regard and affection for each other was in.med

i ate and mutual. They soon beca.we bosom friends . Although 

their conclusions callle f r on1 different points of vi ew, sti ll 

they were united in their aims. The s piritual predilection 

of the tVi10 diff ered greatly; s till t heir object was t :r .. e sa.JUe . 

Both wished to awaKed t heir people from t he lethargy into t h ich 

they had f allen. Both wer e deeply desirous of res torinc learn

inf among the Jews . Both had attrac ted wide attention through 

their works. Eoih had gathered about themselves a host of sym

pathetic intellects. And both a i med tc cive t c t hei r co- rel-

i g ionists , who a t t hat time possessed practically no lantua~e , 

the advantages of a t least tv.o lanc;-uac es ,- the pur e ~.ebrew , 

and t he German vernacular . 

''And yet , ee.ch of t hese t wo grea t 1oen !)Ursueci his ov.n path. 

~endelssohn based his Judais1n u~c ~ philosophy ; ~~ereas ~essely 

derived all hi s philoso9hy f r o1u Juda.ism. With ::endelssohn, 

reason hel d t he dor i na t.i ne pcsi ti on; ,~· i t h 7.'essely , reason was 

subordinated to revelation .'l, 

The f irst l iterary work of ·:;essely , produced a t Eerlin , was 

his comment ar y to J)/ JX. I IJJ) r·. Various schola rs \lhO read 

t he manuscri pt were deli e.ht ed wita it , an<i readily eave thei r 

subscrir tions . Various rabies t.est i fi ed to the excellence of 

t he v.ork . :?he lancuat;e was fluent , even _poetic in ::>l a ces . 

~erywhere t hroughout t he vor k Wes sely clings to tradi tion. 

i:e a t temt>ted to show ir: the v:or.-< tha t Jewi sh in~ti tutions were . 
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not the results of hi s~oric neces s ity, merely f itted into , a nd 

givinf way to changing conditions; but that these institutions 

came into existence for all eternity, and for all generations . 

In 1 ? ?8, Vressely ' s friends persua ded him to ~ublish his 

work, 1,,,ftt, f)tJ:Jn , ( Wisdom of Solo10on) , \'.hich he had tra nsla ted 

in his early years under the inspiration of his uncle.,0• rle had 

used as his text t he Gerrnan t ranslation of Luther . i. is wor k , 

/II Pll , (Sp irit of Gra ce ) , which he had completed at the 

a e e of seventeen , was a lso publi shed in t h e same vclwne . The 

work contains three prefaces. I n t h e first, Wessel y deals v.i th 

t he duties of the translator irJ general , and t h e v.ay in \\hich 

he had tri ed to f ulfill those duties. In t h e second f refac e , 

":':ess ely at tempts to prove t ha t Solo1non was a ctually t ile author 

of tha t wor k . r.e a t.tempts t o a ccom1Jlish this by i.-resenting 

the f a cts th.at t he work contains , and by t he expre ssions \'Jhi ch 

it u.ses. In t he third preface , t !le comment ary ii.self' iE i n

t r oduced . Throut..h thi s no!'k , Wess el y .[..aved t h e way ::or the 

recoc,ni tion b;,· t he J ews of t r.e Apocryphal '':::- i tines . This is 

one of \1.'essel;; ' s r ef orm influenc es . //. 

And nov.- Wessely me t ·;;i t h ano ther financia l r eversal. 

Jose h Fei tel had ~rown ol d , and d ecided t o retire , _ivinc up 

all commercial connections . Wessely was l eft ·.-. i thou t t!; e 1:1t>ane 

of support. lie had no other courc e of income . Ee had a ccu1.11-

tlatecl no r.eal t h v·hi l e i':or k ing wi t:n 3'ei t el , a nd no,·1 could 

sca rcel y su:;:;C' r t bis f ruoily . .But he l•e.r-t "ii s t!'oubles to h i m-

self . Ee cvntinued t o occur y his t ime \' it.h selli nt:... h i s books , 

-<nd ... i t h t!ie 1.ssociati ons of hi~ fri cr-.ds . Amo nc t h ese \-:as in-

eluded no\·; t !-e v·~ll-knuvm Jot:e_~}. ?!'iejlaender. 

At that j "..mc t ur e , another cuardi an an.ee l came to h is a id. 
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Jeremiah Bendit , the director of the Ahrmell2.schtedt , a t Eerlin, 

a mutual friend of '7:eef3~ly and .i..endelssohn, persuaa.ed a certain 

society to hold ~ubli c lectures on the lioly Script ures , and se

cured the services of Wessely for this ~ur,ose. A suitable 

honcrarium was cranted to Wessel.{ for t his a c tivity . I n this 

r ay, Bendit tried to help 'essely without offe~~!ng his sensi

tive soul. i:iis pecuni a ry need was ended ; and his former fear s 

~ere removed . The lectures were well attended. l:is subjects 

dealt only with the Pentateuch, and he gave only the results 

of his ov,n researches in tha t field . Sti ll he upheld t h e tra 

d) tions . He departed frotn the naturalistic viev.s recardi!lt; 

creation and the flood . Ee was a ccused of ~ossessin~ t oo c reat 

a predilection for the literal Bi blical a ccoun ts, and a ~rej 

'...ldice a e;ainst science . Wessely hiJrE::e l f was r eady to admit this , 

a l thcuch he st? t.es t na. t ni s rea s ons r;ere : ier elJ· senti1.1e1. t a l : 

11 ! admi t that heart aii~1 11.outh :::: eel< a t t i1e scuoe ti1ne . 

l;ev~r my l-e!'l \".rote s.nyth i11£ concernin[ \•;hi c h trt:/ heart felt. n if

ferentl;·. I es t e err. hin · .. ho c;;..n !" e~li ze a nci recoc:..rii : e tI'. e '.-;eak

ness of h 11rna n r':ason . Cnly i n ma then~tics.l sci ~:nc es has God 

c_i ven to 1:1an tj' e _::ow er t o di s t.inl ui s h t11e true frorr: th 0 f alse 

•.-i th certa inty . -r;e never a r e certa in c1 absolute t:-'!lth; for our 

heart influences our concer tions . " 1~ 

ThrouLh his lect'1res, ·.1:essely stimulated t he f urther study 

of !:ebrev. . ~:e reali zed, hov.-ever , t ha t ,::ood text.books '"ere want

i nt . ::e himself d etermined to 91...blish a book of t.J·.a t kind , to

e, eti1er with a Hebre\-;- dict iona ry . Ee bet:an the v.ork ; but the 

l z.ck of t1o ney a nd time co1r.relled hi1:; final .Ly to set i t asid<? . 

-!s sely nc~ cave all hi s time to the exec es i e of the 

: ebrev· Ser i r t :ires . i.e lived cui e tly , .. i thin the circle of hl s 

fa.mil~· and hi~ fri ends . Frec:uently , he enjoj·ed the society 



16. 

of 1\endelssohn , and of t he va r ious s chol a rs of Berlin. Thei !' 

discuss i ons were instructive a nd enterta i ninc. They had bec ome 

ouite a n i nstitution , part i cul arly so on Sa turdays a nd holi days . 

I n 1778 , Moses ~end~lssohn announc ed hi s German t r anslation 

of the f.ebrew Scri~tureo . The exeeesi ~ for that ·work was taken 

over by Solomon Dubnow. Dub now s uddenl,)' stop:ped ir: the midet 

of that l abor . ~endelasohn decided upon Wessely to continue 

it . Wess ely ' s contri bution consisted of a co111men tary to Lev

it icus . Ac c ordi nt; to the tes t i mony of :..encielss olm , 7iessely 

f ulfilled his task uagnifice ntly. Wessely , in that wor k , was 

l!lodes t about ex!'ressi ne hi~ orr. v i i:; \,s . !.e c cnsul ted a ll other 

co1'"Jnentari es befo re hi m. And he relied chi c:f ly or, l:-adi ti or. , -

?articularl y on t he Talmud , i n v.h icil he : roved hir11self tc be 

uite at home . 

The financi a l re tur r1s of \;essely ' s worKs ncv. ·oroUt!. li t hir. 

~ cons idera b le inco~e . he ~as abie l o live ~Lain i n cc~~ar~t

i ve ease and c omfort . i:o on~ cou l d den., :.he res!Jec i.. due to 

ni~ aoili ty , kr.ow.1. edt: e , ana acc01~rlisbl .. e r.ts . But i t was mer ely 

the c a l.Jr. befo ::-e t.ne stor m. Ir. 1721 , stormy clouas e:._!:- eared 

u;on t te horizon. . <" becau.e i r1vol v ea i n ~ t.r ea t a h:pute . Also , 

frolfl that time on hie need s became grea ter , a nu his income smal

ler . Cares s oon wei~l1eo heev i l y upc n hiw. Sl a nderers a nti b it

ter enemi es arose ~t :.. ins t hi 11· everywhere . 

For it was in tt'.c.t year , 1 7£1 . i..hst - us e:l! rr . Emy. e!'or of 

~ustria , issued hi s f~..mous Edjct cf ~0lera tion , in ~hich h e 

eti pul~ te<i t hP. t his Jewich s ubj ects s houla be e qual to b.ll hie 

o t her f:ttb j e c ts in thei:- lecal r i t;.h t s . All t h\r reliLi ous denom

i r.a tions in hie domain should have f ul l fre edom to :pr a cti ce 

t }'le i r f a ith . The occ1.tpation of any citi zen ehould be limited 
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only by his ov.:n abi l ity . The Jews were :>ermitted to l i ve in 

a ny free city in the em!)ire . They were no longer compelled 

to wear any sien 01 aistinction. They were permitted to part

i cipate in c..ny _ublic festiva l , a no. t,o :r;:ursue any trade tney 

desired . The only distincti ons that remained were retained 

only because of certait• aeep- sea.ted custorns of the state , which 

could ncit g ive v.ay suddenly to the ne\'' spiri t . 

-:'.1"A.C a glorious Ofportuni ty ! °CJ; to this t.i111e tne Jew had 

been de!=>ri ved of all these p r i veleg es . 3:i s lee.al r i gnt s 11a<i 

beer. \'er.1 limited . Y.herever the :ev. had aari a ny freE!c.ou1 ,.,hat

soever , he haa pc.id l O!" i t v.ith vc.st sw11s oi money . . ruly , 

the Jev. had been c r oanir1e un<ier his buroP.n . :.o,,., , tlte O:>portun

i ty was 1. re~enteo. i or t 1e accom1.li shuent CII 1..vre noble ihi n!...s 

tr an nere eelf- . reservation or ii nancial enri cl11J 1~ni. . '.L'.hey 1.-iay 

nov f amilis.ri ze t.he11ise.1. ves v i th a broao.Pr env i ronwent , a nd keep 

ste~) \'.i th tt.e e:re&. i; 7-orla c.utsi ae ti1e' cat.es cf tne chetto . 

:'he .Emperor sou~ht. t.o ! U1. ,.1s eai ct into !. r C:t ctical use. 

He cowwa ndeu tha1. s c .. ocls be t:->tab_i sr.ea :er t1.c :\..v.isz. ,.. ouths 

of hie lana . :'he use of tlJe ver1~acular , t.r Geriua.n , v.a~ declared 

curnpulbory . The recerit Ger i..c..n tro.nsla ti on of t.be ::-.oly Script

'lres , Llade oy ::Lr.aelssonn , faci li t a ted even reli [ious i nstruc

tion in the vernacul ar . ?he -ew~s a lso per .mitten 1.0 a tiend 

any !'ublic s c hool or college . __ e was acil1~i tt.ed into the _!)ro

f essions ,- such a s inedi cine , l aw , a nci 11iilitary service . 

And yet , iuany .;ews in Auetri a , instead of t .:u:inc a dvant

a[ e of this opportunit.; , and beine crateful for it, orrosed 

the k ine and h i s enict . Sone seprned to have le.:-.rneo ~o enjoy 

their darkness enu i:heir con.J. inewent . Sowe i"eured tha t t he 

Gou of their fatners \•,o ulci be wroth 'i i.n t.1.1em, i1· t.he Cnristian 
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silould now begin \.o tolerate t hem, insteaci 01 s l andering and 

pers ecuting them. Ot her s feared the 11 Greeks b.r inging gif ts ." 

So1ne di d not like tue idea of their boys studying gl:amu1a. r and 

usi ne dictionari e~ , studyi nc la~s of loe ic , dr essine neat and 

clean , and vein5 r esfected by others ana useful tc the state. 

All this reachell t lie ears of ·r.es sel y . It seeueci t o hi10 

that her e was an ure.ent call l or .. i m to s t.<:..nc. ur: and exnress - -
himself with e1uphas i s. H e was t he man :tor t he t.ask. This 7.as 

the long- awai teu o:i-ortu1.i ty t.o __ ui his tl!e C..!' ies i nto pr actice . 

'!'hi s v.as t he t ur ninL 1oint fc::- the J e'.L re 11:•.d n t t t-x_ ec ... e o. it 

s c s ocn . ~essely re~lizec ~ull ~ell rcr ~lg 1 u _es! s t~F~ i t 

~o~la ~e t o po i nt cut a~d trr to eradica~e t~~ roots o! deep-

_roY.inE.. prejvdices. But his idea li sm a.no hi::: fe!'vor d r ove h i m 

on . It \•as in tt.e !:~rfor1r~r.ce cf t his t as!c tuat ·:.·essely ·,·.rote 

t he fou:- letters entitled 0 Vlords cf :r eace a1 1d 7ru th 11
, ( '1l 7 

J)IJXJ ~/{~ ). This v. o ::-~ :crms Oll!' cilief ~ou:·ce f or 'r'.esoely ' s 

vi ews on the subject CJ f J"ewi sh educ a ti on, ana \' il.l be further 

~reated in t he n~xt secti on c! :tis ~r _er . 

::o soi,r:e1· v.a.s u-·.e f irst. letter of thi~ se~r i es published 

than a storm of ingr~titude , _ers ecn t i e;n , e.riGl libel came ir:to 

e vidence . As the vi e~s of ~eseely were ai rea a treuendous dis-

tu.r bance arose. :..is rords were 1:1i s understocd , wi eint erpreted, 

and rr i suscd . f. e Vias bra nded as a coo.J.esz man , accus ec:. of for-

s~_ki nr hi s duty toward his l)eop le , a nd of underr.:ining the 

stl;.dj• of the To!'a.h and t h e Talmud . 11 Ee desirE~s 11 , 201:1e one sai d , 

"thst the Jewish you th shculd mock and deny t he earnest striv-

!nEc of their f a t bers . 11 

It v1as p:-or.osed that ·;.easely b e :-'Ut unci.er cheret:t. The 

chief r~nbi cf Prae;ue , ~zeki el I.c.ndau , a nd the c ni ef rabbi cf 



19 . 

Li s ea , David Tebel , were the leaders in t h is mov ement . Both ha d 

previously r ecoe ni zed i:'essel y a s a mos t \':or thy man , a nci had 

former ly pa i d their respects to his kno~leaee and leadership . 

Eoth had pi aised hiJo hi gh l y on previous occasions . There iE 

etill exta nt e letter f rom Landau to WesRely i n wh ich he , La nde?u , 

ex:-ress es his hie hes t aci.lnira tion. And t h er e i e also a l etter 

from Tebel to Wessely in ~hi ch TeLe~ pr aises tie book s i n most 

clov.-ing 'teri •• s . I t v1as n0 r er sonal a vers ion ribich led to thi s 

ne~ attitude . It was t be e1fect cf ~es~ely ' s vie~s on J ewish 

edu ca t i on . /j, 

7:ee s ely oec i d ed not to et.ciure t i.e s e a<. r.a c .r\s • i t l:c·u t r es onse . 

~e t hereu1 on wr o te hi e seco~d letter , in which he elabora~ed upon 

t he views he had f or11.erl .. ; e;q .ressed , a nd skillfu lly r ut i or t h 

hie defenc e . "I mu.st say sowet hinc in 'L1y cie1 E: nc e'1 , iH. s~id , 

11 "oef c re I an1 ba nneci f rom t h e soc iE ty vf tue ~ova. RnCi t- i i e p ious . 11 

'
1Eut I wi ll not ~ay ~it for t a t . 1 · .. i ll r.0 t cas t aS!Jersior;s 

u_ c.n tr:y a dversar i e-s . I s ha.11 not t.;;\ren t .. ention tJie i r nawes . zven 

Lhouc h t1 ey have desecra ted , .• y i t 0 r.c1· , I si1c.. ... l :;.=-are t1.eirs . 11 /If , 

"After e.11 , t.bey e:1·e my c o- r eli e-_ io1;i s ts ,- me n c f c. l'.i£h a nd 

lef t y profess ion, a nd r f t. r eat learni n:._ . l.:t~ ' · they a t t ne for 

~i.eir inJue tice thr ou f h ti1ei r c onci e nc e . '' 7;essel:; c.i d ne t enl i st 

the a i d of h is nune r ous friends . I-. e v.i shed tc ... e1 e nd himself 

only t hrough t he ems hasiR upon the trut.h 01 . . is viev,s , and t h e 

va lue of his a i res . 

The remarks in this second l etter a re decisi v e and conclus -

i v e . . e £._a ve h is a civersa ri e s tl:ree months in v:hich t.n a nswer 

his ei.reument E.1;: The time e l c- 9 see r.i t bout further or i:os ition. 

Th e v:orlo a ccented t lJ.e s ilence of ·.·:essely ' s ed versa ri es a s 

a. sic n o:" t.Le v:i thdrev1al of t.he i r cha r ( es . V/es sely d eci ded to 
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carry on t he dis~u~e no f urther; but mer ely waited f or the :ful l 

a~J)reciation by t he world of his _principl es . 

The letters of Wessely had had some favorc..bl e results . The 

r. eop l e were now sorne ·t.hat paci f i ed . Schools were established , 

equi p9ed , a nd fai r l y wel l a ttended by the J ews . Wessely now 

de-ro ted h i s t ime anci att.ention t o t his pr actical v.or k . iie soon 

won the su:p},or t of a great nwnoer of i nfluenti a l r.eo:ple . Some 

of these he enumera tes in hi s third lett er . !'he lis t i ncludes 

the most y ro1r.inent raobis in I taly , tl.e c!.ief rabuis of Tri este , 

; errara, t he rabbis of Veni ce , Ancona, and ~egLio . These wen 

had state d in a teetimoriial t.ha t 1;essely ' s wor ks \'te r e indeed 

" 'fiords of ?ea c e and Tru t h" . And they fur t her st.s.teci t na t '''r.e 

t; i ve t he author our c omri lete SU!):),lort and c}'proba t i on, \'. i t hou t 

reserva t i on''. 1, . 

Wess ely wro t e yet a f oun.r. let t.er ir . .. Hien ne outli ned t be 

r r ::.ctica l me t l:ods cf •,u1. t ing .i. ntc ::-r &ctice tt1e rJro~o sed r c:forius 

j~ J ewi sh educa tion. Tht s le~ ter , also , ~ill oe ui scussed 

further ir. LI.e next section . 

The i=u i ct of Jose_.h : r extenciec. c.~ so t o Lo111barciy, ( Kor th 

Ita.J.y) , v.i.icii i nclu1..eu tJ~e citi e s of :.:i l ~ r. . F~a.uc.. , Veni ce , e tc . • 

A vi gorous culture h~d flouriened i 1. I t a l y from t he f i fteenth 

c entury on . :~any of t he cul tur eci .j ews e:;:~elleC. from SrJa in had 

founc refuLc ther e. 7i.ere t hey found o c.por tuni t i es for dev

elopment . 7hey had not been ~o hesita nt , as wer e t hei r brothers 

in o tl·.er lc:mds , to take uy t he verna c i.4l a r , and even to v.r i t.e 

books i r. that l a neua£ e . ccnsec_uently , v:hen the r.ew~ of J os eph 's 

Pd i ct came to the J ews of :.ort.her n Ita l y , i t we s r ec ei ved by 

~l:H: r;i t h enthus i asm. 

':'he Jews of ':'r ieste atternp t ed a prac t ical appl ication of 
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t he educational provisions of the edict. They soon discovered 

that there was a £rea t need fo r appropria~e text- books . They 

informed the Aus trian Governor of Lomba rdy, Count Zunzendor1, 

of this l a ck. That rnar1 direc teo the Italia n Jew~ to Moses : ·en

delssohn. Thereupon , the Jewish leaders o:f Trieste wrote to 

.endelssohn, aski ng him for his completi:: -; er.Ks . ::er.del ssohn 

found that it was possible to senu t hos e eaLer ~eople only a 

list of the titles of his books. Together v.ith tliis list , he 

recommend ed ureently I.he '" or.ks 01 ·i:essely , a r.d serJt t o their. a 

copy of ·•Words of Feace and Truth" . 1'he ~eople of ~rieste 

then v;rote to ·,·,essely , requestine a com. l ete s e t of r..is v:or ks . 

7;essely v.rote tc the _eaders or tna t c m.J.,uni ty requestine t~t 

t!le let te!' v,hich had aroused such c.. stor m of Of..JO Si ti or, , "Words 

of :P :..2 ce :i.nd Trntl1 11 , be !:,iv-en Lo t he l ocal r abbis for com_ lete 

e.xai.tinatio!'l. The people of T1·ieste 3.nsw~rect Viessely in c:.. r.iost 

flatte_ ir.c. r.£..: r.er . The:' as~ured l: i i. ~f t:·.eir lo:·:::.l :>.::d ccn!:in

ued su;rcrt . They wer e re:d:· c.. t a ny r.ic. i •• er.t tt' de:'c r:c. lds ho1"0.r 

c ._a inst hi s critics i r: Ger •. .any. The •.er r: s\Abr..it.teci. f er t ::teir 

e;:amim~tio11 ve.s tr "". L :: J.~t~d i•1J .ecti a tely i rito Itali ~.n . c.. nd found 

re::.dy sun:·o:rt ·· 1or:_ ti.o ~ e eo9l e . 

We s o el .. : nm·· er..5 o;•ed t ::.e : r 1.li ts of hi~ i ... bors . r.is rer u

t.:\ tion :-a.p i d l:t incre3.s ed . E'? s t ood besid~ ::endelssohn c:.s one 

c;: tbe bri t-h t li_~ts i?J I s -·~el. About the111 cathered t he otter 

htmi ?!2-ri es . To._ether the:,r disrelle::i , slo~·:l:r but ~urely , t !-.e 

uarkness th?t !l~d envelo~ed their !)eople thrauchout ma ny cent

urie1:0: . 

l n the :'ear l 7 Q'.i , a _rous of ycunt: t.1P.n , he:tded by Isaac 

Euc)iel "'rid .• en~el 3re ::sl au, d " t e::-r.ined to a do"" t ::. 1 .• ore !IOSiti ve 

_~oli cy of rP.form r.:1:Jr. c-: i<i tl"e; r '..asters , _endelssohn ? nd Wessely. 
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First of all, t hey founded the society called "The Seeker s of 

t!°:t" Good and Noble". Their aims were t hu.s exr ress ed: 

"Behold. a period of research a nd of study has now da~ned 

upon al l na t i ons . They devo t e t hei r days and night s to the 

educa tion of their childr en. ·1.by shoula we , only, live a life 

of i ndolence , af ment al inacti vity? Why not revive the ~r ecious , 

valuable stones out of t he heaps of dus t? Let us join hands 

a cros s the lands a nd follow our s piritual leaders ~ho are wil

li !if. to euide us . ti 11 

I t was bec c.mi ne necessary to 1.ublish a .1. ub l ic orcan it'! 

o ::-t!er t o e.i ve wi der r ub l ic it:,· to t ne vi ~ws '4r.ci a i M: of tbe::e 

li bera t ors . Eut before t ney l~uncn~d thei r ne~ schene , they 

submitted their ~lan to t heir revered a nd hc.no!'ea ieaaer , 

· :ezsel ·· , se t.Y.ir.c hi s .l:-'1 tronc.ce . Their le t t er reveal s tj~ e hi eh 

es t eem i n wh i ch v:es e el y was nov· held ~wont,: tha t s r cur of re-

:'o !'Jt e:-e: 

" The weary -.· a 1.derer l an.._uis.be'3 f or f r e::;J: ·i, a te:- o.r a ·; r. f =on 

a clear foun Lain . We , t Le l over s c. f t !1e i: t bre-.i l .: n._uaLe , s eek 

thee . Since I sr~c : · ~ t l ory va n.: sr ed , and t he diadem t ha t had 

adorned hi s head sank in the du~ t , $ince God ' s chosen reo~le 

was driven i nto cap t ivi t y , a nd the ~ower of prophecy ceased. 

the 111u:: ic of our ha r !-S v:as hushed , and the sound of noble s:peach,

unt il t hou , 1:anhtali , didst arise , and raise the s a cred i:ebr ew 

t onr ue from the dust . Thy pro9tetic di c t ion blazed for t l: wi th 

?ro~hetic inspiration; and like unto the p~o~hets thou c i vest 

eloquent express ion to the longing~ of thy people . iho has 

li lee u?"!'to t:hee wroueht s11ch '3"P lendi d work, ca l culc>.ted f i rmly 

t o es t : bli s h t hy lJeo:;>le ' s f a:ioe? Thou hast gone out in s;i:-i t 

t c =~bylon , hast t aken down t~e a nci ent t~r~ from the ~illo~ s 
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of the br ook, a nd its sweet ll1elocii es have bee owe t t-.v i mmortal 

sent . Since thy writin~have s~read thr ough the he.bita tions 

oi Judah , they have kindl ed the entbusiasJu of t he enl i ghtened 

of ou r brethren , who long for t hy word. ?;e . a slllall band 

of intellec tuals and seekers of truth , t t.erefor e reverently 

ari:r roa.ch t hee wi th tbe reques t to euide and ass ist us in our 

ef f orte . " /IJ. 

In 17 ~6 . in t he city of Koenicsbur£ , ~russia 1 tt.is orean 

was founded and entitled i 1 OX t> il. I t v:as tc a!pea r i n t he 

reorew l aneua( e . •1,•essely became an acti ve member i r. t he gr oup 

of 1 .. en interested in i t.s publ J cation . .L.e contribute<- t.o it 

es s sys on various s ubjects. 

In that same year , l?e <.: , a stnrtli nc ar ticle an~eared ir. 

which the aut t.or satirized t he '.1al mudic vi ev:r: conc.erni ne the 

:r-w1ishment of sinners a fter death . -.:essely was a sked t.o de-

fend ra·obir1is1J1 a E_ ainst tr.i .; a rticle . '.e was r a ther .ieluctant 

to deal with t!:at s ubj ect . !.e con:= iderea t he. field vacue • 

.tut , ~ 1na l l y • he coiapli ed . n.tain y, e have a. t..l i m:' se of :.essel y 

def endi nt: traoi ti on. 1.e be( an by ou tli~ t he 7a.111.udi c vi ev:s 

of punishment after death. ~e a ccused the au t t or of the satir

ic c.r t i cle of oeint arro i: ~rnt a nd insolent . "If t hat tr.an ha d 

k nc1·.n the Tal mud 11
, he sai d , "he woul d not have spoken at;ains t 

i~ ." Wese ely, however, ad.mitl.ed t hat "We do not know t 3e trlle 

fate of the soul in ~ ternity . 11 d.t,ht of r eas-

on t o invest!Late; b~t onl ·so f a r as it doee nLt encrcec~ 

ti;esselJ ··.c:..s st.i ll ?ctive ir. a :!. i t ~rar .. : y·a:,: i!"J l.iE l a ter 

l "' ""'. h · "O t ""' · · 1·c- Se f'ni· · ,, . ,~.idotl i· n ··+ 1·c1" .•1e days . Ir. 1•J ;J , . e .. "" "' . . ... -~- ·-··J· , ''"~ _ 
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attempted to fill t he c.a:p r;hic!: he felt exisl.ed i n the \rnrks 

on Jewi sh t!"!eolocy . I t is in this wor~ t hat 7,'ess(?ly t akes 

issue wi t h Y.endelssohn on the subject of r evela tion. Wessely , 

a s 1: ·e have seen, clunc ~o the trc.di tional view. l'J,. 

I n 1 ?85 , Wes s ely s ui'1 ered a sever e b lov. . I n that yea r , 

!'lis v ife d i ed. She bad been a true helpe!' to hini ., :!?Id a sourc e 

of l~eac e and inspira tior. . The lo s E was indeed t reat . 

The great~st t>;ork of n,essely ' s later yearE vm.£ his Shire 

'"'if er es , ( Son£!.s of Glory) . I r. t hi s , oem, ·l/es s E-ly r ortrays t h e 

life of roses from the time of hi s birth t o t h e c:ivint; of t h e 

Ten Co11:lnandr.Jent s . It i ncludes t he day s o. the bond.at e i n 

io.:GY1~ t, the liber~ti cn , P..nd the revel a tion 5. t Sina L The va r 

:0:.1.s s chol a rs di f fer a s to the v.-or t h a nd the li teJr2ry v~lue 

of this ·.·. ork , Herder <;eerns to have inspi r ed t !:e writine of 

t hat ~ o em.,16. Landau r eec:.rds i t as "'!'he f i r s t c r ee. t i·ebrew poem 

f' i nc e t he fi nal !'ev ision o: t r.e ? ible ,- a 10-:1 . o: 1.ia.t.;.ni t '.lde , 

. randcur , a nd imrortance . '~i Graetz r etar ds ~es s ely ae a ) oet 

· .. ho , i n r c r l ity , '1 0 ::1~· rcssesset unco111mon f '" c il.i t :: q_nd skill 

i n m.?.ki ng be ~uti f 11l , ·;:ell - ::rn1m d.int; ver ses of ola1n1~less r efine-

!:!ent . of " r a cefu l s ymir.e t r ica l s moothness , a r.d accu r s t e constr uc

t.ion . 't2.. Slo·.isch z :-erna r k s t hat Wessely , "a s a _l;oe t 1, po s~ essed 

er fect ioc of s t yl e ; b ut l a cked feeli~C ~nd a rtistic imacina-

3ut wha tever b e Lh e o:"i nions of later s chole.r i: , tl1t- ·1 .. or k , 

Shi:-~ Tife't"es , s oon fcu r:d : a vor at t.he t ime . It .z~as£ed throu~l: 

a l er_e nwober of editions . It ~as reeerded · i t h f avor ~v,n 

by t he 11:ost or t.hoci cx _-ec_le o: t be c.b.:.,· . 

::any of 1/essely ' s v:or!":E etil l '"eJT.c i n ir. manuBc r i rt . These 
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include v~rious s ubj ects , '!_) oems , trea t111en t e of e vents , e:tc • . 

There e?·e a lso a C!'ea t nwnber of let t eri: v.h i ch he wrote to the 

r abbi s of va rious lands . 

Wees ely had been reared to foll ow the Sephardic r itual. 

F.e preferred t his to the Ae~.kenasi ritual . Ee also pronounced 

r:ebre,,.. i r: the Sephar di c manner. But he never a ve offence to 

other s i~ t""lis mat t er . Whi le in Berlin, he foll o\'. ed t te Ash

kenasi ritua l. It was i !'l this way i n c.ener a l t hat Wess ely t:as 

accustomed to a ct , beha vint i n a noble r.ianner tc e ver~· man, 

every1r.here . He was rnost unass~ing , never fjOU CJht c:rea tne:=s 

for himself , but strove only t o serve h i s , eopl e . For this he 

was recocnized ever ywher e . late i n life he rec e ived a n invi t 

a tion f rom th~ ~ortugues e c onununi ty i n London to become its 

leader . or c hi e f rabbi. Eu t he did no t ac ce,!)t t he o:'fer . i .e 

f elt that he was f a st a pproachinc hi s end . . .e had reeched his 

seventy- ninth Year. 

In ien~ , WesePly C9v e one of h i F da uf hters in m~rriat e t o 

~ Doctor :.ei r , of r.c.rr.burc . ::e himself decided to a ccomp<iny 

:1i S daue h ter a nd to l ive \~ ith her. ~ . is !)&rt in£: from his fl~iends 

in Eerli n was touchi ne and im9ressi ve. That v.as t h e ci t }r in 

v•hich he had a ch i eved the hei cht of his succeos . =ut he wae 

received in : :.a.mbur t; , his f cr mer home city , with .:..=-ea t _:: om1 and 

ceremony. . e lived happily with his nauchter fer eicht months. 

:.e s ti ll !'elnained e c-;i v e , deliver Fi!1[ lectures to l~ree sud

iences . :=ina ll' , a fata l sickness took hol ci of hi m. iie lost 

the !'o;·:er of speech ; but maintai nr?ti h i s cheerfulness t o t ile 

end . 

~her~ r~s been some confusion in de terminint t oe eat e of 
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'tessel y ' s death. This seems to have been d.ue to the fa.c t that 

the yea r in which he di ed was a lea~ year. The Jewish da te of 

his death was the second day of Adar Sheni , 5565 , which was 

the day of ? eoruar y 28 , 1805 . This date is concurred i n by 

La ndau , the J ewish Encyclo9edia, a nd ot her s ources . Si monsen, 

t he German s cholar, a l s o arrives a t thi s date as the day of 

wessel y ' s deat h . 2f· 
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III. 

VIEWS 01~ JEWISi. @UCATIOli . 

I shall a ttempt to organize ?ieesely' s vi evm on J"eV1ish 

education , combining the firet two letters publjLshed i n t he 

volume ,J>J)kl tH{fll'lJ'7. The second letter i s an elaboration 

of the fi rst , expressing t he same views and aimf~ , but in greater 

deta il. ~.erefore , the t wo will lend themselvea very readily 

to thi e plan of t rea t ment. 

First of a ll , he appealed to the Jews to take ad~nta[e 

of the opportuni ties pres ented i n Joseph ' s edi c 1t. rt is done 

for the honor of God 's people . The i gnorant be11eve that Josepn 

comma nds t hew to l eave the Torah. These !>eo9le need my words . 

7hose v,ho possess a broader knov.ledEe , .Know b et 't er. They rea l 

i ?.e that a familiarity v.i th the various 19.11Q1B. t. 1es , the sciences , 

a nd ethics has not caused them to leave the 7or;ili; but hae in

creased their love for God, a nd has g iven to th1em a h.ie;her 

aps :reciation of the beauty , and order , and systi2m in Hi e uni 

vers e . They realize that we have be en planted :i n the Ga rden 

of God ; but it is necessary Lo pluck the flower1a . 

There are many peopl e i n other lands who s :;>ea.k and use 

the l aneuaLes of t he .People among v.hom they li Vie , and who also 

write books in those l anguaees . mhose men are , neverth eless , 

1oost r everential and Tora.h- l ovin£ . I found thi s to be true in 

All1sterdarn , where t here are many lea.rned rnen , a n1d pious as well. 

Some c an derive all knowlects e from the Tor :ah ; uu i the 

vast multi t ude cannot do this . It is for t hese that a cenera l 

educa tion i s neceseary. ~nen I proposed tl~ s . I was not speak-



28. 

ing for myself; but for the gl ory of God. Why am I so severely 

criticised for my views? I have never ceased to study the Torah. 

In my work , Ga n ..1:aul , ( {I y; JI ). I s t rove to teach the peo!)le 
t r.ebrew gra1UI11ar. It was somethine new. .foer before had any-

thing of the kind been published . Bow can my critics mock me 

after such a service? Anger robs people of their wisdom. -.::Y 

crit i cs are super f icial; they do no t unuerstand me. I a.1ll a t -

teinpt;ine to t o t each them how to educate their children in 

a beautiful way. Shoul d they not consider me worthy? I try 

to instruct them in languages , customs , and general kno~ledge ; 

to love their parents, and their teacher~ ; ana to act in an 

honorable arid respectful manner . l uree tbe1n to learn the 

hoiy language; but a l so to learn the Ger man ton(!Ue, so t hat 

t heir t eachers can explain things more clearly; and that in this 

1 ... anner , a true understa.nd.ing of God may be gai ned , and a noble 

ri ghteousness . And beside this , they could use their uerman 

to carry on tneir business , to earn a livelihood, and to main

tain better contac ts with the pe<P.e among whom they live. 

And for these vie~·s, the people have turned a e,ai net 1J,1e. 

They do not try to teach rJe '9.hat they consider to be the truth. 

They tri merely to des troy me secretly. I do not lea rn ~ron1 

them. They do not Jneri t the title of r abbi, ( tea cl1er ). I am 

suffering a veri t able martyrdozr. as a result of thie:- r ersecu-

t i one. 

I bave etated my vi ews. Rut no"' I £hall repeet then1 in 

1.,.rea ter deta il. 

I c istincui sh betv ecn the To~·a1·1 of 1r.e.1: e: nd the To!'=th c~ 

God . Thi:: Torar. of JrtHt includes ne~tu!' e stuC.y , {the sc ier:ces), 
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£'.r e ethics. .Every ma.n , from his :,rc:.uth, should learn to 1·eer 

God; end s ':ould olso a cl: ieve t hP..t ~ecular k.nov.ledt:..e which is 

r.ecessary . In this wanner only is he v.orthy to be called 

11 :.:c.n 11
• I n this manner only is he worthy to study the Torah of 

God , and to carry cut all its commandments . 

Firs t of all, ae I stated, we should r,oesess the fear of 

Gcd . Then the general knowledce of the people ; and then, love. 

we must b e fri er.dly v.i th both the .Tew and the non- Je\'!; if v:e 

ere to n.erit the love of God, there mu~t be love also on earth 

telow. Throuch c.ood me nne1·s v:e t'.ill be ab_e to dwell at pec..ce 

"i th our fellow- men . The end of 71isdolll i s g ood deeds . :,an should 

not cain knov:ledce , and then turn ae:aiet his elC.ers , hie teach

ers, ar.d his .Parents , a nd e 11 these ,.,ho a!'e ::rea ter than l:e . 

such men are called "Wise nen v.i tbout understa ndi nc . 1• 

Alone v.i th the ot1.idy of the Torah and the L:i sr.nah, a child 

!:lhould receive an introduction to the natural studies and to 

t= thics . Ee should ~tud:; e eogrsphy ~r.d hiE t o:·y . All thi~ is 

necessary in orde:- to t.ai n a true understar.dinc of t:r.e 'L'orall . 

:;veryone shoul d possess this cer.era l kno~led[e . 

3:lch one shoul d ~;-eci s;.J.ize only in tl ie subjec~ the.t. c.i:_- ctls 

to ~im . In the end , these speci Elists will be eble tc in~truct 

o:.r_e:-s in their resr-ec:i ve fiel ds . s~ch !'lUbJ ects as t:.1edicine , 

anator.ij· , botany, a!ld cher.:istr~, ree:~.dre ~uci1 s pecialization . 

Those who ~ ccuee me cf leadinL Israel intc e wild erness , 

e:::;!.!'.asize the difference betv.een secular and sacred learning. 

It i n true tLerc is r:. vast difference betv.eer: the t\ o . The 

we:; of tlie To!"ah i ~ the holy pa th. The r:e.y of s ecular .kn owl edce 

ie the ever~·d~y path . Seculc.r sturlies may b e pursui ed by a.11 , 

both the ~ icked and t he ri ch teous , both t~ose ~ho fe~= God a nd 
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who do not f ear Him. All who have a craving fo r knowledge may 

sati s f y that cr a ving . But the v:iedom gained from the To!'a.h 

demands a pure hear t , and a clean s pi rit . Secular s t udies serve 

only to acquai nt one with pr ac t ical and material t hirigs. If 

one wi shes to learn such su bjects , he may go to a nyone who is 

familiar v.i th them. Whereas , in sacred studi es, it is one's 

duty , fir s t of all, to gain h i s wi sdom t hrough his ov.n efforts . 

The unders t anding of God and nis ways , of 9rophecy , and of the 

spi r i t of hea ven, will bri ng l ife in this ~orld , a nd in the ~orld 

to come . 

No man should study the Tore.h for his own s ake . 7hey who 

v:ould love the Torah should str ive to understanu its greatnes s 

and i t e loft i ness . I t i s the r oot ou t of which the beauty of 

God evolves . The s t udy of t he Torah helps u~ to love God. 

~hen one reads the Torah, it is as if he were s peakint to God . 

Ther e should be but one pur pose in al~ tti~ study,- to ~ear 

god and to love J-.i1r .• I. 

It is our dut / to lead our childr en, even in -cheir early 

yout h , into the Vlays of the Torah. One of the t:r eat mi s t akes 

of t :te day i e that we ins true t our children in tr_e .i..i shna and 

the Talmud , ana neglect the Scriptures . 1.'e tor t ure ooye, f ive 

o:- ~ix years ·old, \'d th tt.e pilpulisms of tl:.e Tallr.ud . Such s t udy 

onl y confus es the child . And even when we do try to t each t he 

Scri pt ur es to t hem, our method i s wrong. The onild does not 

unders t and t he language of t he rabbi , and does not comprehena 

it~ meaning . 

There a re so1ne v1ho say that '~hen a chi ld s tudies t:i shna 

and :'a lmud , the t eaching o:t t .te Scri ptures i s not necessary. 

: ut this vi ev: i s fallaci ous . 7ir::;t of &11 , it is i mpossi ble 
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t o under s t a nd t hese s t udies , if one does no t know t he Scriptures 

upon whi ch t hey a re baaed. The writers of the 1.~i shna wr ot e onl y 

t o interpr e t t he Scrip tures , a nd did thi s only where it was con

ceded t ha t fur ther expla nation was necessary . 

I speak beca use of roy love for childr en. And you cri t ici ze 

me f or i t . I am not, the firs t t o s tress the i mportance of thes e 

t hings . In t he synagogues in Amster dam, t he small children fi rs t 

study Genesis , and t hen the ot her b ooks of t he s crip t ur es. Then, 

when they ar e ol d enough, t hey study Mi shna and. the Couuuenta r ies . 

As t hey grow older t hey rua.ke progress . 7.hen I .: erceivea thi s , 

l v.ept over it for joy . 7.hy do they not do sc. in this country•, 

I used t c long for a n assembly of l eaderE t o outlir.e Q proper 

course of study . ~u t her e , the t ea chers themselves do not kno~ 

how t o tra nsla te properly i~e worde of tbe Sc ~ i ptures . ~o~ , then , 

can t.hey h el~ the children to unders t.a na tl~ e Torah? 

We should ou tline a defi ni t e c0urse 01 ~ tu~y icr t.~e child

ren. ~irs t , u~ to t t e ale of fi ve , ~ne pu wii snoula learn to 

r ead ~ebre~ , &na _ead ~ith the pr oper a ccent . ~hen , be£ i nning 

't'.i tt. the age of f ive . tt.e 001 5 J.OU - v s tuCl/ tJ_c;. tri... r.Sl-t.ion 0 1 

the Fentateucn . The teacher shoula i 1 r st. Cl :;.ll ex-,1a1n eu.ch 

·• ora b y itself; and tr.en trc.risl::i.te tz. t: .. 1. t.1re sent. er.ce . !hen 

the ~upi l should : ear~ by heart botL the ~cbre~ ~ente~ce a.na 

its tra nslation . :'his 111E:ti:oa ehoulo be l cl o.,· e o. icr J. ::·ear . 

Aft.er tLi s , tlie t..eacher shoulo ta.tCe U!- s tuoi ee in er ~ .. .r:.ar . 

:'he i-upi l , hov.ever , shoula not te ou!"d.ene u. . i i.h _.ona erc.u.s bov.t.s 

on ~~e s u bj ect . :rP conJU~ations &nc Lhe u~clensi~~E ~hcuia ue 

t au. :.t. . :'hi s , tr: e ir: t. c i.Ll ~~nt. ocy Ce ll le r t1 in c.. fe:. i..cnt..1..s . 

At tr. e c.. ._ e of s eve n ana a nal:f yea.rs ne t-Jlvt... .i.a CJe a.o.t.e to tro.ris

lY te Lrou t he Fentateuc~ an~ ~art~ o_ ~- e :ro ~ ~ etE . 
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?hen the teacher should ta.Ke up 1ith tne pupil the system

atic stu6.:t of the lav. s of the 'l'orc.h . Thus , the l av.s referring 

to holiaays s uoulo. be s t.udieo. separ atel y . Then, the laws re

gc.roing ~ersonal sacrifices. ~hen , the l aws on unclea nliness, 

on plagues , marriages , dietary laws , Terw1lah, ~:aaseb , etc •. 

Al l these should be studied in their turn. ? roLress will depend 

on the ability of the pupil. Two languages should be used in 

translations ,- the Ashkenasi (Yiddish) , a nd the vernacular (Ger

man, Ita lian, Spani sh, e tc ., according t o t he country in which 

one lives.) 

When abou t eieht years old , the child s hc,uld be broue,.ht 

9ccasiona.lly to t he Chedar , ·,·:here .ishna and 1'almud are taught . 

The child should s til l cor?ti nue to study alone lines pr evious-

1:,· mentioned. he should still s pend about two hours a day on 

t~1e Scrip turer. As he procresses , le t :tim slowly increase hie 

study of t he ~ishna and t~e Tallliud , unti l finally , he spends a 

few hours a day on these subjects . 

1'eachi nc.. ohould be <lone r.i th j o:: and na .:t- i?i~ss. n.e teacher 

stould ~peak Pit~ ~ffection . A few hours esch ca; should be de

vot ed to pl•Y · The te•cher sbouln ~atch t he c~ildrtn , a nd even 

j c in ri t h them in t!.eir :.,lay . Con t ti cts bet·:~er: t:._ te;;..cher and 

the .!hl f il 01Jt.side the classroom a re o1 t ":e utmost. irnportc.r:ce . 

Tbe child should le~rn to iove the te cher , ~ nd nol to despi se 

h im; and i~ this ~ay l earn a lso to nesr iPe t he Torah . 

Te~ichi nc in the 7alrnud si.ould be cr adual . ':he chi lei :::hoilld 

not be nverburdened '· i t h t.hi s s wa: . -:;-1 rs t of all , he ::,!ionld 

t:.eco1,je acct1et.omea to th e \·:'l}S of th~ r abbis , t!Jeir rtiethods of 

discuss i or.~ , i? t.c. . Cne !.!i sl:n~ sI'.C1nlti be tauLli t. a t ~ t.i me . 

:'!:.12' t ea c he .· stould ·oe~ in by t.. ivi nL c- n i::t.w·C'dnc t ory lecture on 



33 . 

t he ! ~shna I n his s tud; , the child should f irst r ead a nd t r ans 

late the verse in the Tor ah upon v,hich the ;,:ishne. is bas ed. Fr o

Gres e should be slow, in order to a ccus t om the child to the me

t h0ds of the 1'al 1uud . Raoh i , Tose-phoA , and the other c o11.i11entar-

i es shoud be used in thi s s tudy . Proc eed i n this manner until 

the child is fifteen years old . Aft er that , he ~hould exr:-c.nd , 

a nd swirn out into t he broad s ea of t he Tal mud , a nd into other 

r abbinb works , as v.ell , until h e should be worthy of be i:it. a 

teacher i n I srael. 

And nov. , let us mention t he other subjec ts whi c h should 

be ::tudied in or der tr..P. ~ the child , when grov:n, shall be able 

t o eu:~port h i mself i 1: iii s business , a nd t o mi nGle fr eely , and 

wi t nout embarass1 •. ent , •:.i th his fel lowmen • .a. 
one ha lf hour ea ch da: should be spent i n the study of ge

ocra~hy . The oc ea ns should be studied , a nd the rivers. And the 

vari ous countrie s , ::c.r tic u. l a rly the nei chborine countries , s hould 

be s t ud i ed , as to l en[tL , \'.idth , form , a.mi .: ener al physical con

ditions . Fer this 9ur~ ose , a n~~ should be used . Do not t each 

c eoc r e.phy from books . l re111ember ;·.hen I wa.s ten y ears old , my 

f13 t hcr showed to we a 11.ap 01 the v.orlci . I n t hree days I l earned 

t.o knov: a ll the kincdoms , and hov. t hey 1:1a:;- b~ rea ched by land or 

Cne half hour e:;.c i. aa.f si1oul1.1 ·oe sr-ent en uook~ 0 1 t~vel. 

--or thi s pur!Jose , relL ble bock r d iould b€ c hosen , ·.~ ri tten by 

r ecocni ~ed authorities . The bo~ ~noul a learn vh~t i e to be 

f curir. in the v.:.:?'iou~ c01.mtries vi s ited ,- the pl a nts , a ni Jaa.ls , 

t he peo!ll e , t.l·.eir cuetoins e nd thei r beli efs . I n this manner, 

v.e , v:ho sit in our rooms , v. i!l liea rn \' &ht i s t ak i ne }) l a ce i n 
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the four c or ners of the earth. Such studies ~ il J. be of great 

va lue also in hel J i ng us to unders t a nd t h e storie1s of Koab , 

end the prophets , ho• t h e ~ or ld ~as di vided, t he t r a v el s 01 the 

Patriarchs , the wanderints of the J ews in ZLYPt and in the des

ert , the boundaries of rales~ine , the cha.recter of the enemies 

of Israel , t he manners and customs of the people of .Egypt , As

syria , Babylon , :rereia, <ind 3 ome . Throuc;:h t bi s ltr:ov:ledc e 1.e 

~ill compr ehend mor e clearly t he nis t oric f a cts mentioned in the 

Tor ah. l.any people wr ote on thes e subjects . L:.any have ga thered 

toc:lher t h e f a c ts reported by tra vell ers. The c:hildren will 

learn t h is in a very short time, a nd ~ ithout d i1 11culty. 

During the hours ~hen the child is f r ee from studi es r r e

vi ously mentioned , a lit.tle i n&tucti on in Zuc l i d. (Ge-owetry) , 

and fi gures (! . .athen~t.ics). ""oul<i ue valuauJ.e . Such st1Jd ies as 

these i:har pen the mind . T1;e y Vioulci help even in understanaing 

the rue Lhoos o1 t he .zlacha . 

:u t God forbid tha t t .. rouLh t hese s tuui e s , e should cause 

the chi l d to di sdnis.h his stuaJ of t}1e 7c rah,- e thi ne v:hich 

should not han: en in I srael. Such i s not the inevitc.i. t...J.e r esult , 

as some 111a in ta in . ·,•,e have seen in t he case of S lJJ .e of our .fol-

ish bret.hren t l'l.at. t hey are v. e l l ver eed i n tne : orah a nd , a t the 

same time , ha ve a ch ievea creat knov.l edce o;r' :na 1.he1.iatice, - ~o 

tha t even t.he ncrn- :ewish scllo.Lc. 1~ r.~ve beer. az~~e;unccu . 7i11~ 

r.hey le=une<l v i t hou t the hel: o1 ;.ny t... r.. cher . :'hey te.Ut.ht t..t.e.1r

selvee . ~ith t he a i a of bcoks. 

Thus i s de11oni;; tr~ t.ea a H io the i111 c.·r ts.nc e 01' lea rn.t nu tJ .e 

l a n J"' <": in \'.hicts b ... okt ~re · .. r itr.en . 1'hoee v.!Jo knoY onl ~. eore'" 

ce~not becm1e vers ed in t~e studies of na ture , ~ec cr&~hy , ~nd 
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!Ji story; f or ~here a re n o ,i-_e orew sources on those s ubjects. 

Eow, then , C?n the education of our childr en oe comr.lete when 

they have no knowledge of any forei gn language? l't.e tendericy 

even of the r ab vis was to honor t he Talmuc Chochem who pos s essed 

a lso a kno\\•ledt e 01 these s ecul ar subjects . J . 

I do not f~vor t he study of Greek ~htlosophy. I do not 

believe that Greek metaphysi cs is nec essary t or the ew . ~or 

the Jew deri ves his v.isdcrn and the \•.ays of his heart from the 

Tor ah . If JOU interpret nature thr ough t he ph i loso1 ny of t ne 

3reek~ , you der i ve only the Greek ro ir.t of view. But nature i s 

i ni versal. All peoylcs study it, and we get various interpre

tations . The v,i s dom of t he vreeks is a nhilosophy built u p 

enti r ely upon p1i ncirles of l oc1c; ana t he Greeks excelled in 

tha t f orrn of s tuciy. ?.ab bi Jami li el s tu d ied Greek phi losophy 

because be v- i::.s a friend of the roya l f a.mi l y a t J er uselem, a nd 

~e tDus ceme into cont~ ct ~ ith t he Gre~k culture . It was nec

essary for h i m to knov. i1ov. to tM.lk anu to car! .. on discussion~ 

\\ i th the royal f:Jnily , anu to amrner their argw1.ents a~ainst 

Juda ism. - u .. ior i; ~ , it is iorbici<.<e n to teach sllc1. subJects 

our children L.efore the li Lht o: t.be 1orRh shir,es Ul on I.hem. 

7o those 01 you ~ho fe~r t o stuay books rri t Len by non- Jews 

i · .... ould say; 11 ..:ay you.:· love for the Torah be hC:ill 1:tE t:,rea t. as 

t hat of -Na i mo11ides , v.ho v.rote , ' An:.; p eople \•.no '"rite a boo~ , 

v.nether .;e'" o!' n ·)n- J (>v.. , '"hi ch brints ur1ueret::;nair.£. ,- l. j at book 

j s · .. or thy to be s t.uai eci by a ll . 1 11 In the case o!. ::ian el , a 

-cr.<.. leci.t!: o t.1.e l &n1:.: t...at_e 01 t .'1e l s. nu r.el_ el. 11i.Jt cut 01 t i s dif

i ic.ul Lies; 1or 'e t,•,e. ... ao~t , t.nrou !.. h it , 1.0 convert;e v 1t.n the 

Jin~ Gf -al>ylon . 

Leieure sLc.ul<... be ~~ -=nt , not ir. loc..iint. , out i~ l ea :rr.i1 c. . 
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Those who ha ve no suc cess i n Taliaudic studies s hould no t be p er-

s ua de<i be ca us e of t .. i s t o wa s t e t h ei r hours i n i aleness . There 

a r e many r.110 a ttenu 'i'ali 1ud i oraJ1s :.nu l earn nei thin@. . :'!:ese 

should pur s u e t he study of ot h er s ubjec t s , and therby f r ee t h em

sel ves fr om f ener a l i gnorance .~· 
"I 

At thi s point , let l1te a e;i n answer 111y cr i ticE \'.ho 01-1~ose JnY 

v ie\'. tha t t he J ev. s hould study t he ver nac.ula r . 

in t he first place , t he proper ex~lanation of t he Sc ri r ture s 

is i mpos sible i f the tea cher do es not knov. t he l o.n€Ua."-e \, i.1i c r 

i s in ever yday u s e ; a nd t hroueh v.h i ch he lUB.Y exJ, l a i n more c lea r l y 

t l1e a if1icul t 9 oints to t he pu ; il. A k nov. l e tit. e c1 t he ver nac u-

lar i s nec es ~ary i n order to y,e i e,h \.or ds a nd tLei r 1uea ni n5s . 

Sec ondl y , even t hos e \•:h o are well ver sed i n t h e Tor ah have 

to oev vte a e rea t dec l of t.Le i r t.h .. e in earning a livelihood, 

.... r.d ir1 s upporti n£ their chi ldr en . Then v:h:; should they consider 

it benea t h t heir d i g nity to t ea c h t heir children something worth 

vhile , and t nrough v.hi ch t he children themselves , v.h en grown, 

inay ear n t hdr l i ve liho c.d. !·:o k nowl e dee i s 1aore va luable fo r 

t hat purpose t.h a..n a knor•ledr.:e of the vernacula r . Thr ough this 

k n owlede!,e , t he chi ld I~Y i: .. r s ue t he study o: books dea l i ng v:i th 

the t rad e s , '1 i t l: b uyint.. ~nd s e:l l i ne , co1 .• u:erce , e tc . , ·r. t i ci: will 

I n .. Jhe tLi r d pl c.c e , even thcut,h v. e v. ere s ea t te r ed through-

cu t t he · orlr. 'tec [;..us c. of t h€ s ine of our f &thel'E- , Y.h: · ELoµl d 

i ~ b . nt.. ces~a.ry tC1 r ui •. b~e cursel ve- ~ , t o lessen cur d i :_rJi t )' among 

tl e r eopl ?~ , r ~d t c ~~!ear i nf e1icr t o t l e~? Tte Je~ c omes into 

cu?1·:: ct v i t L r:o. ll t-h1:: l eo1 lio;. o: t.! e ;·.1. :- lc~ . If Le is r.ot s.ble to 

El ea~ 'their lc.r.rt<aL e , tl ey \", i ll con t i r.ue to 1..ock r i m. The Jew 
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has t he o. f ortur.i ty to make kncvm to ~ 11 the v.crlc t he naLe of 

his God . 'But he-.· can "·e a ccomplh:l: this \'.hen we cio r.C>t kno\•, the 

ls nguaee of the peop l e amone. \;ho11i v.e live ? Thus , tl:rough our 

io~orance , v1e do not iicn or , but. desecra te . the r.;,r,.e of Gcd. A 

J11e.n ' s v.isdow is of rao &va il i i' re i s unabl €: t o i11 .art i~ t.o 

other s . 

And fou:-th , t hrough a knov ledce of the ver nacular , a s v.e 

tave s~en , ~e can attai n a kno~lea~e 01 o ther subJects , s uch a s 

hie tory , nature s t udy , Geography , etc .• A kncv. ledce of the~e 

subjec ts '';ill incr-:ase our pres ti ge . re wl:o possesses kno•

lea~e . a nd is able t o impart it , merits blory a nd honor, a nd 

2prea de t he virtues of lsrael E.JI:onc t h e nations . 

?bere are those v:ho merit r ecoc,ni ti on f or t},eir noble v.or k 

alo nl tiie lines l have 111enti oncd . 1r.eri: i s :iavi 1.: ?.riedl~cnder , 

fer i nstance , who l a bored for five :ears to eet~bli sh t~e l~stit-

ute called 0 I ) JI .J 7/J'f). There t hey ~t.ud·• .ebre\' , the 1's.rt,wn. 

and Dil~duk . 1'tey lesrr: to read :.r.c ~=-1te in ihe vernac1Jlar. 

They s t.udJ s:; l~o 7 re r.ch , a t.heN:>ti cs , .:.r:ci Geoera.i.iq . ·;ui tion i s 

~ree ior the ~oor; but t~e wealt~y ra] . ~he eredua~es o~ t~~ t 

in!: ti t.ute are very succes ~ful in t he "or l d of btt~iness . Some 

h ve beco~c 9 rowinent te&chers . Ct.here a re r ecocr i zed eci olars 

r;,f the ;.ishnc. ar.d Le Ta lr.:iud . 7h1s i:crocl hae survi ved~ crisi s ; 

for there ,-. e:.s er cat o~pcsi ti on t <> it . ':'he s;e op l e s:.i C. th ..,_ t i t 

y,ould underiui nE> t he :'or ai. and wi e.lead tbe child r e'!': . Eu t. nov. , 

~i-te :!' e Cl:"~ man:; v.ho see~ to senc! thei:- U<' ·s tr.Pre . ?his yec.r , 

they h:.sn :1 ve hundr ed a:-r li cants; bu t ccA<la <.• ccou.cde:: te \. nlj' ecver. t.y 

cf t } r c . 

An•t there :~ .-tebbi Da v id , rLo V'rc.te a. s!Ji:. ll boo!: en t1.e 

alpJu.bet. in ::: i n:1 l e l:rncu1._c , to[.ethcr vi t n t ile thir1 e en articl es 
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of faith , and songs . and quo tat i ons from the r abbis . All this 

w:;s expl a ined ir, s imf l e vernacular. Let us pra y tlla.t suc11 v;orks. 

wi ll gr ow from day to day . There i s grea t hope f or Israel i n a ll 

this . ~ay God re~ard such efforts . 

Also , there is :~oses~dessi a , ( ,., /()JI?"). v:ho l:as writ ten 

b ooks in the vernacular . He has won f or himself a n envi able r ep

utat ion for his investigations, and for the r.urity and the siru

p lici ty of his languaee. l.e is being i;r ai sea in a ll larids . Lcrds 

a nd princes a nd schol a rs , who ha~ .pen to pass t hrough this c ountr y , 

make it t heir busines s t o call upon h i lll . 

Likewise , t here i s Mordeca i ben nabbi Li! mc-.r , '1ti1c i ~ c alled 

Doc i:.o r Bloch. Eesi de hi s achi evrnent s in the i'i ~~d cf 11.eni cine, 

h e has als o bus i ed h i mself in tte studies cf nature . h e bas 

~riti:.en br oke on the fi Rh es f ound i~ t h e oceb~S a nd river s , tel l 

inL of t he ir habits a r,c. the i r characteri stics . ~-e has written 

upon nany of the o ther ~onder ~ rf na t ure , ~lso . The s c ho l a rs 

oi the v.or.J..d have rn ised i1im f or l'!is ':orl< . _.e nas been 1 • .ade a 

fella~ in t t e scciety of natur e , in this city , in ~anzi L , and in 

Eolly , ( )<,vf f,,y11 ) . r:c i s reco~nized as &. we11.ber o.:. t hat t..r oui: 

of schol ars ·,•.ho busy then selves in t l •P f iel d 01 econu1.1i cs , in 

t he cities of Schle ss i e n , ::yr~. , and Lei i:si~ . !-e has ueen H.adt:-

a member of t~e society of s cholars of Goettin&en , Itt~echt , and 

Frankfort . !he out st.a ndinL s chcl ars v.ri 1.e. lett.ers of pr a iee t o 

him . 'l'his man 1rir,&s hono r and r. ea ce to Isr?el. :'niy such a s 

he can cenefi t hi s 9 eople ; tor his nrur.e i s Anov r. e:Jc!c. n_ t.rea t i:1e n , 

and ·,\hen he ~-pea.r. s h i s v;ord s bec;r v ei ght . 

7l1ere is a lso i ue outs t a.nai 1:g Doc t.cr ~ordecc:·. i ben i.er tz, 

y,hu i s called a lso :ioc tor ::arcus .. ertz . :.e is r rominent. in the 

f iPl ci of ltlecii cir.e . ··ecently , h P. c a l l eo. t.cbethe r a ceinfer enc e iii 
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:?rinces and p rominent men ca.Lie that day to Join i n the discussion . 

Ye has est ablished a reputation for himself at:!On f!. those 1ren . 

Those ~ho are not ~ble t o a evcte all tLeir t i me t o the study 

o1 t he Torah , a nd are co111pelled to l ec.ve i:tuc:h st.ucc ~ t. ti11.es in 

order io earn a li vc:l ihood , rnay well fo l lov. t r!e exaru les of the 

;.1er. I have J •• entioned. Tiley ca n earn t.liei r livelihood and v-in 

honor at t he same t. i111e . he c ongregati on of God wil.L t hen be a 

c ongregation not cnl; of wercbants. ~ hat a ~real a id tc us ie 

t.hi s eai c t of t he k i nf , which p ermi ts us tc. bus:-/ ourselves in all 

t h e works of the kingdom. 

At thi s point , Viesse l y wusters a wealth of rna terial from 

t h e ~l.i shn~ a nd the Talmud in support of his vi ev. s . Cne or t\.o 

vill suf1ice as illustr a tions : 

"A cor~se i~ better t han a Tali.1u d ChocheJ .. ,-.ho possesses 

n o knnwlecige . '' r. 

"Where there is no kno\!, ledc:e , there is n o Un(!ers tandi ng ," " · 

1'hen I was a l i t t le boy i n Frr:.n.kfort , t h ey becan t c tee.c h we 

.. :ishna a t the a g e of f i ve . At the a:..e of nire l was ~ble to read 

it fluently . cut I E~ear t hat I knew nothine of t r.at vhicn I r.as 

readi~[ . Eut ~hen I reached t he a~e of t en , I becan t o stud/ ~itb 

a learned mar. who knev. Di kduk . "f. I f I had not acne t f:j s , the l!lean-

i r.fs of the prophet~ v:oula have been hi daen from I JE unti l old a~ e . 

-ut. after that , I i as happy . l coulo ex.,Ju.ine tee e: r a .... ma ti cal po i nt~ 

~nd could t rus understand more clearly t~e c cntent s of tt.e Torah. 

cur ·orot.l1ers who av.ell nnc.er tte Cal i ~·J!.S li ve a t ~eace . 

-:'t1ey do nc t : e::i r t he pcssibility of 1er secuti on . :'he :url{~ ! er -

mit t~em ~~ t r 5ctice their ovn rel i[i on , and to pursue any oc cu-

-
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pa ti on . In pursuine tl' es e vari ous occupa tions . t }:e_- rea l i z e t. i_e 

need o: t he l a nguabes . a nd of otner secu ... a r knov.,lec.0 e , as \.ell 

a s t he i n.f~rt.ance of proper manners . The 3'ewisb mercahnts of that ---
l a nd dea l w! th all countr ies ,- ~itn Fra nce , ?ortu€al , Spa in, 

lte ly , etc . . Tuey study t l:e manner s a nd the custcLJs of others . 

Anci .J~ey lec:. rn to re ~ cect otr.e :- peopl es . Cur !H~opl e . \.h o l ive 

i r. It.a l y , have c c..1 ... e into contact v. ith them, <:tnd ti:ey l:ave f ound 

t h e11t \"e ll versed both in the ~O !"E.h of God a nd i1~ t he Torah of 

2ur brothen: v.b o dwe l l in I t a ly inherited ·t h e i r cultur e from 

t he J e ·i"!~ 01 S! :: in, from \',r. ic11 cot,;.ntrJ t1.ey were driven out ,- t ne 

c u lture of I on .:aud , ..:~bi rel , At.rav<ine l , ~r.a. o t11er s . All these 

re co~nized th t value of s ecula r s tudies . 

: ut v.e , t he AshKenas i , came her e many yea rs 2.L O \•.ithout 

undergtandint; the culture a.nu t ne custous 01 l i r e . We ha.a a 

speecn t u& t could not ue writ ten. :~any oi our :pe opl e a c c i::_A ed 

Chr i :c:: ti ::.ni t y , a nd became e neul.i es of Juda i sro. l"h e C.Lr i c- 11i a ns 

persecuted us , 2nd did not J: ermit us to c o a s we wi ~heci . :"11ere 

v.ere many expulsions and 1er secutions . ·e ~ ere r enit~ec t o s et-

tle i~ the country only under certain conaitions. cur occup b-

tions were l i mited. 'r.e became poor and discourat{ed. Since we 

were so suppressed , there did not a rise anon~ u~ a ny s i nLers , 

or i1.1en use:i. to the .,.a~r s of ·1.isdom c.n d e t :tice . '":e b i:: Crii.~ _, :ai tte! ·t.i . 

And yet , our c ond ition i ~ f .vor ::i.blc CC.Ju _ ~re ll t c t:-. .. t o!' t.r 

b r o t h er s h'h0 d V<cll in t he .:;.:.sta r1i p .t0V.iTIC € (" I \. h€!°€ t: C :: ·":"':J.ll 

kin~do1ns exist , a.ml.. where our ; eo.Jle a r e ::ubJ ~c. t~ ~.1e rul ~ cf 

petty t yra nts . nder thos e co1i~ i tlons , s t ud: : ~:: i1 ~ oa.: i ble . 

Those Jews , t o.:; , l ive f a r f :-!>·u. t ilE ri ver s a r. ~ t l c :!ezs , --. mi can-
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1o t :lrsue the buei ness oi tr~de . i hey a re l i mited in thei r out-

loc.1: :.o t.h .:-il· irn:.;edi::. t 0 e nviroru;1ent. But e v er. :::..J:;eonc t !:i.cse ;eople , 

i t . oulo be ea ::y to l E>~t'n t:i1e ve::!ls.cula.:- , to .:- e :...d books , c: r.d t o 

~a ther a ll t he knu~ledLe of the ~or ltl , And ·~ tti s 'l~y , too , 

~ho se ·:;l-::o '.-\ no ·i. t he Torah ·:·oulc be abl e t o honor i ':. amonc t h e 

?eo; le v:i th v.hoL. t!ley d:. el l. 

'!.e , \'1h o ha v e a ttem::ted to bri ng about t h e se r e fori!is , ha ve 

b e en ;er~ ecuted ~erciles sly. , We hnve b ee!l u~~ble t o P)ea~ ; ~er 

01 i~· f.ea :::- ts i1ave bee~ br oken . .E~t noY; , a n ev. day i ::> dav:ninc . 

A·.:;::c , t0 s ei z e th i ~ o .:.:i~:or tunity . The ti me aflroa ches \'.!. e r. s ll 

t h e k i nes '.'Jill r el e~se us f r orr. the yokes i' hi ch ha ve be en a.b ou t 

::iur necks. 

'.11en t !1e Jews to ck r efuc.e in Holland , t be:r r2i£>ec. tl'.e l 'e2 t -

; e of tt:e whole l a nd , They cid t he ::a; ,e i !1 ~n'-2.anc. , even bef or e 

t.:·.ey v,ere driven 0 1t t i n l 2S-r) , 1\ov·, the Je'.rs ::.r e erni : tec. t o 

!'etur!'I t.o t !ln.t cour.t::-y . Anc it 1s v;ritten ir. i.nei r CLr;!J'l..ituticn 

L~at they slIBl l nev~r 3~ain be ex, elled . The Lreat h i ng ?r e~erick ll 

of l- ru::35ia f irst f reed C'llr _..:= o_r.14= f r o11. t l;eir yo_:e , a11c. th.ti.s set 

t:J. e ex:-~:i. le fer tn~ o t.her ;.; i :i._s . ~-e shov;ed ti' .. ~ t. :.:ona~:c !.s sl:.oul ci 

rv. l e , no t ov er s l a vei:: , buL .:ree1nen ; &nd t:'la t ·:.i se men should not 

b e f e t te:-ed or hel li i '. ::ub·:,i ssi o r. , :.e -~eal i zed. that i t is i tn:r:cs-

p er: .i : te .:i 'ln .... Lr.e to \•. :·itc- r. ... t.c :-ublh: ~ . IL~ i r bock::: , And if 

t he r e:: shc L11.::. be .:; r:y e r .: ~ics , t.i:.::- ~· · l .:;o n.r e _;. e;·: r.i 1..te" to ru1·1 i. sh 

1 ,- 1 ..,•- ,. QT .,.,,.J. ( 01) .,7 ) .. ' t e .... •. ~r.:: ... , _ h- 1 II , .- .!V cri t ic!sL le s ll 

t:-.t: !:ir.c:: vho :. er :.; ecutf;J tLe J ev:;; , 



42. 

Louis XV, r inc:. of .rr2.nce , \~c.s elc;o r.ind t.o tis Je\·; h :h s ub

jects . Also Ce thari ne II , " u een of Russia , whose gr eat wisdom 

i s ever:r::here known. S~ too, is ver y tolera n L t oViard the Je\•s . 

And Stani slav, --inc... of Foland, bas lightened the yok~ of Israel , 

and has re~udiated a ccusations hurled at..ainst t.l:e Je\'.S . Christian, 

Kine of Denmark, both he and his advisors , speak \'.oras of peace 

to Israel. And Gustavus , ¥.i!1!: of Sweden , per:,.its Jevs to l ive and 

to trade fr-e el.;; in his kin(dO!n. 

Eut JoneFh II , Kin!: 01 the ~ct"'.an Em:' ire , contributes r.icre 

to tolerance tha n do a ll these . Al l his la,·.s e.r-e filled \',i tr. 
mercy and love . re has done 2 Lreat dt:-al for Ierael. j,e has !"e

moved frorr. us t he uantle of shaJHe ; and has r.ointeC. out t.he r.e:..,,·s 

whi ch lead to the hcnor of his country. 

'lhe ~;; in[.e ha ve done their best to establist. r.ec.ce . ·r.e .rev. s 

should follcv. their examr l e . 7;e , espec iall y , \•,he are scat.tered 

:::JtWnL the ::ation e , a nd are \' it.hou t a shepher d , shoul d live s.t 

peace amonc 0•1rsel veE. Cne J'ev. s hould not :-ers ecu te a nother . 

~en the Ss.n!.edri n v.as conde1 . .ned as a sanhedri r. of murderer~ if 

it put tc death rnore tr.an one man in seventy ye~ ;s . 9. Those \'.-to 

c riticize 111 € shouli: be r •• or e del ibera tive , ~nd less read~ to con

d i: tnn . Tbere a!"e wa.ny cases ir: 'hi er. sucn :"roceciure broulht chaos 

and disoroer . 

let u s fol l o\' the exam.le of t h e Sanhea !"in. efore you con-

de'nn , exa.11ii ne t he f~c ts . In Je\':i sL courts , it i s the cus to11t to 

c c m:ider a man irn.ocent until he is .}.roven i;:uilty ,- l es t innc.-cent 

bl(.('~ be shed . And v.hen a Jrian comes to tetti f ; , it is t he duty 

o: the c turt to see ~hat the testincn:; i ~ au thentic. 

!here are three outster.dinl critics \•. he have ~oured out upon 

me their hatred and a r, i i:tcsi ty . 1 desire the1n to ut forth their 



objections in writine . 

and the public ~laces? 
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~hy do the:,• criticize me in t he syneeogues 

s cri tics a rc not friends cf I srael; 

but her enemies . Tr.erefore , I c i V f:: the1t1 tl,ree 1 .. onths in whi ch 

to a nsv:er in v.riting. And let a l l Israel r ead their criticisms , 

and judge between us . If those critice do not a ns\':er within that 

time , then I will know tha t t hey have cha ng ed their o_inions; 

and God '"i 11 fort.i ve tr.em, a.nd there wi l l be !Jed.Ce in I srael. 10. 

In the f ourth letter contai!'led in the volwne,.Jl•,¥1 11{'1 ·>~7 

'essely ~rranges his views on educati onal r eform in a more order l y 

m~nner ; a nd he out l ir:es the practical me t hods i n \'.i.ic:: tr..ese refor 11.s 

illay be pu t int t pr a cti c e . I shall here cnde; vor to ei v e a brief 

d i cest of the sll~!..es tior.s c ont?.ined in t hat l etter . 

There are two fields of study , - Lhe s · cred and the secular . 

The s a cred c onsists of t ile s t..ld/ of tl'~e 7orCt.h. Thi ~ stud:,· s:.ould 

n0 t be pursued tut of fea r , o= for ~ai n , or out cf cr?V!;.L ior 

reco '-ni tior. . //. 

For t he s t'.lden t of the i'or ru ' , tl: c tiJne of s tuo. .. : s l101.4ld ce 

div!ded into three ~eriocs ,- cne for · ikra, one ior .. isLna , 

one for :alniud . /~. 

Accord1nc to t! .&.e SJs t em in usi::: toda.,, , o br:; r.f E> i:x is t.a ut.ht 

Tal mud and nct!· inc. e.Lse . 7.11a t 211ust b<.• tl.e r Psul• o:~ this scrt of 

instruction? The child knowR no thi n( of tlie r i s t.or~· 01 tJ.e '.Lorah,, 

of the Sabl..uths , the holid<... Js , eic. . Lov c&r. ti.ere be cievelo!. ed 

in boys t c.uLht in t!>is mani.er an exalt ed fP~!'" cf God? Si;!'e.!:,' , 

there shou.Ld lie no pilpu:i !'; tic s tuai e !> fer a cl .i lCI 0i ~ix . l:J. 

zver:• child ,,r e$e1.tE "" d.:ff e:-~t.t • roble1. . Frc~re!'s .ir: ~tun ' 

s hould be based u~on irnU viduh l "" !- t.i tuac . - r. "' ci:i l ci rhculci ~a

va.ncr> ~tE'! b y sie~ , .&.rom .. : ·e :- tc. .ishn:-< , 'ind rro1. :...i shna to 
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by others. !!."Ven though he wa no t b e benef ited. clirectly through 

thi s knowledge, s till it serves as a protection. .!!'or Lords and 

great men will recognize hi m. even though t he uneducated may not. 

Only such a e thes e are ~ le to exalt the h~nner of Israel , and 

tc ~ai n rec ognition : or thei r people . Th ey ~ill a lso disar~ tle 

cri iicisru cf those people v1110 luislead t h e Jev.s , :-:..?:d also of t he 

J ev:ish heretics . Thes e WUf:l i b e a nswered , ar.1 •:;e c ar: r. rnrner t l:em 

o~l) throuf h a knowled ~e of the s ubj ects discussed . 

And fou:-th. The ti mes hc~ ve cha r. ::ed. ('ne e the .Tel'. S ,. ere ti 1-

l en: c:,f t h e so i l . They v.e:- e ~oor; bu t c ontent . ! ,ife '"as s i mr l e . 

The study o: the- To1ah was '3in_ l e ; fe r it v.c.s ec-..s/ t o n.c c~_ t it . 

Tfle s t'.ldy c f other s ubj e-c tl: Mi~ unneceE~a.ry . Cc 1 d i -'... i c?"..s r : f- Ci : -

:'ercr. t ir. exile . We l!1ust no\'. \':or!: r;,itL our h.&r!ds . It i s i.:ore 

d i ff ic-.11 t t o e ::.r n a l i 'lre- l i hood . 7h : s : a ct. i s the- c :suse o:~ tl.€ 

r r e~ent neclec t of t h e To ral'~ . J.:ost c h i l d r e n l eP ve s chool e: t t..he 

e.Le c: f our tee:n or f i f tee n , c:.nd th ey do n c. t ca rry ~ .v . J c.r.y tl.i r.t_ . 

Tte:; bec o!ne .1~rchants .. ..1.et cc od does t h i s d.o :c:· t h e Je; ·~ c r 

fo r J u d ais111? $!1&.ll E:!.J Jev. s be: coJ.ie J '::'rche r.ts? : v e n t 1:c.::e ·:hti 

" ere: tood ~chole r s ir1 s c h ool h 'l.Vt tc lea ve th·- ? c.!'ci . , i :-. c::-d _r 

!.£ vc t in1€ t u c · rr. < l i v i t ig . ::c:.. t 1;: v er. t11e r: ht, i d·- vctee p J: h is 

time to t he 'i'o r a.11 . 

I n ord .. r tc •.• e et t ::e:..1c c rer.Led CL•r.oi ti ons , :. ~.!. c.:· l ec Le c f 

secnl~: :- ~ubjec ~s i 3 !'::ec ess~.!"/ . ':'! •e ::: t.udy uf 11!l"l1.eL::. tic s :. ! .ti. l f 

1·.e cr."nic~ l ea ds te: va.::-i c.us oc cu~c.. t1 or.:. ~Li e!: L::~css Lr nor <: r.u 

:r~~tice . The etudy t f na t ure i s t he foundati on f~r t te r tud. 

of lrledi c ine . Also :i::· t i: l ci c. rci .i tee 1.ure , ti1e ·, c.r"" of tr.e CC! ~.er

e1. i t i:s , t.1:1:' ·: e<zv ~r f , t~e s cnl ~ t ~::-=- , -= tc . , - all the~e :-.r e bec; uti

f u l cccu;atio!:£ . A !rnL'o'leo.._e cf u : ese :.}:ir.L:: iP nec ese:.1·,, ur.<e1· 

t!:e~c ct~r-Lf-c cundi tions , to he l :- t!· ~ J € .. e~ :-r. 1 i ;. li-veli i:")od. , a:c. 
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tc ~in recocnition for hi msel!. 

And nOY • the (OCd ~int. . J ose;,h . hae :.e:'J•.it t ed US ti J>U.!'SUe 

thc? c a c t ivi t i es . Let us t ake ad v2ntage of t~is o~~or tuhity . 

Put how shal l v.e establish in a :1r actical , .. . i t hese c nan[.es a!!!onb 

our :::'eople? 

First o~ ~ 11 , t he c c nLreeati cns should ccta b l i sh inet=ucti ons 

in "'ikra , ?'ishna. , and 'i'almud . as I hav e a l ready out l i ned . 

~hen . t here shoul d be four other te~ chere : 

C'ne to t each ma t hematics . i1hich ie the pr irn:. ry rec:uisi te cf 

e l l kno\'. l edce , and o: .3 11 occt<pa. t i ons . 

The s ec ond tea cher s hould c i ve i nstructions in nrtur c rtudy , 

vhi cJ1 i !:' a lee & !: ril.~~ r;1 ~l.ibj~ct , as v.e have seer. . 

The third te~cher should i nstruc t !n the ~c i ence of drs~ i~c , 

r.hich i c a key to va !' icus i m_.ri· t ~.Hi t c c cti_?t ic..ns . 

Thf- fou:xtl. tea cher shoul a inst:::-uc~ i n co . .J e rcial ~tuaics ,-

~uch e.i:: \'.ri t i nv , l nLuaces , co11.:11erce , etc . . 

Each tec:.c r1er ahculC: h~ve t\•·en t y (not rr:crc) . u_ ils . 

And ncv. , you Ta ln1udic schclars , 1 •• ee sure r'< ·r Jie this ~~_us :- e , 

tl1i e c irc le , or t hi s t:::- i ant., ~) .. . ::o , :;ou cc-r.n t- t ao it. . :etc i.us t 

Lo to ~cli d , or to ~tolet.1/ , fo1· tni ~ i1:s 1.ri.;.cticn . ( ·t · • 1·., ..,.,..: ,...t 
r . "'·· .. .: '-' - .... 

I r. the fi E' ld of bot n: .,. 1.c : .. _ricul t t,n· . · e J•:u£ t t:r.{l·: ·: '.t-t 

t o :-l~ r:t c:-.ni \'hen t c :-h~ !lt it . - e Lu~i. u!' ! c>1 !li!"!" ·:i~l t: e 

l'E~d tr ~I , 
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rent events , t ha t you need not sit like statu~~ in t he mids t of 

d iscussions ; bv.t rnay be able t o t a.ke part in t hem. 

The school at Trieste has followed by s uc.: ee tions . Ther P, 

t hey have def'a rtments in l:i kra. 1'..ishna, and Ta l mud ; and tl:ey teach 

thesecular subjec ts as well . 

It is because I have loved I srael and t he ?orah , t hat I ha ve 

v:ri t ten this work. Iii. 



I V. 

The views of l~aphtali j:erz 7iessely on Jev1is!1 eoucation do 

no t a!;!)ear t o ue tc be pa:rticula.rl:r startli n(, . They wer e , however , 

suff icientl y revolutonary at the ti tne he exr. r e s sed t hel t to have 

ca l led down ur on h i mself t he wra th of a host of h i s co- r eli t i on

i ets . The rabbis of Foland v,1err.; his chief edvtrsaries ;1_ but they 

wer e not his only ones . even ir: h is own country , he met ,., i th 

bitt.er op-;:: o~ition on the part of t he meet prorninent r abbis t her e . 

"l am suf fering a veri t able mar tyrci.01n", he cri e~ .-2.. On.1.y in Italy 

o id hi!- v iews mee t v.i ti: a c ordial accept~nce . .3_ And tl:is was aue, 

as -·es::: el:,• himself said , to the enlit:.ht~neci c or.di ii on of tre Jews 

of t hat cou nt!'y , v.ho had inheri t ed tl:e:ir cul t urc from Spai n .~-

·::e need not eo rar to di scover the ca uses for t h is att,i tude 

on t he part cf t he ?olisll and Ge:-wan Jews . ~·:essely hi1uself was 

vel l a,·1 -=. re of tr.ew 3nd enumerated t.tem in hi s v.ritir.gs . 

The chief source of t~is opfos ition arcse out of t he fact 

that the people of t h e ti~e ba d become accustomed tc base all t h eir 

au tl:ori ty upon t he :'or ah and t he Tal111ud. ~:any had e.one so far as 

to believe that al l necessa?·y kno•. ledLe could. be t..ained i'ro111 tl:.oe e 

sources . -::Yen ··.essely admitted that "Some can deri ve a ll their 

k no1 ledr. e from ~te Torah" •.!. 'iiessely d i Aturbeo. t1~e SLU~ c omrlais

ance of euch i nd ividual s , ..-. ith his emphasie on t he need of secular 

education . 7o tell tl: e :ewe of t hat day tl:at they rnus t f O to 

secular :::-ourcee for t11ei r i nformation i n t .e field of science , 

f'~~ .instance , was to tte1. a revc l u.t ionary do ctrine . What further 

kno·:.led c e of s ci ence wQs necesea. ry than that con~iir.ed i1-. tl •e con-

1 
I 
! 



cept of God as tr.e ... rt:a tor , as \'1ell as the :nrime 1'.over i n all 

na tural phenomena? 7he so- ce.lled r.i ous men o1 t he time sensed 

a sort cf heresy in t bis n~~ attitude; and from their noint of 

v iew, their conclusion ~as correct. 

Wessel y ' s ins is tence on the neec of the vernacular also r an 

counter tc t he current vi ew of tl:e time . Far ticularly sc, '':hen 

thi~ need was apflied as ~ell to the reaD~ of r£1iei ous instruc

tion . lt ap:.' eared to t he iabbis the.t any translati on \"as a.'1 abase-

1 .ent cf the hol:,· lar.euaee . :.:endelssohn ' s rencii ticn cf t he Scrip t 

ures ir. Gerinan c er tainly 111et vi th tl:e mcst sever e cppoe i tion. 

;..nd ·;:essely ' s views wer e a n ex.:.·c. nsion and c.. brva.denint:. of that 

sa;ne tendency , apr>lying t:hem , as he d i d , t.o the er.tire: rec lm o: 

education,- bot h reli._ious a nd secular . 

And. finally , the .,,,hole r .. ov e:11e t.t \'<Jlicsl .. essr::ly 1o~ierE'd , r ev

olution&ry as it was in a soci al v.ay, and' tte!i • .z, t~]r:L to :. c cor.._ lbh 

r s oci Ll re-aciJUStt.~nt f er l.ir, _ l.O~le , '" tt.::: 11.et 1 i t n t i.e s .... e: L os t 

i l i ty 'lhict • ._ rc ets (;.. .l.l suc11 er: crts . !he re1ort.er , even f,t hi s 

be::t. , i:; t..S..4"'11~· !'Ct..an;a -. i th sus :;icior. . And ti:eE;e rc.1. or i .. s , 1or 

thich :eseely ~ar ~tri vi nL , aiced a t t~e vcr~ Iou~da~icns c: 

~er·ish eociety . ::e re ., l i=ec. tull ·; ell t hnt if a r.y i1.1 rc V f'Ji.tnt 

·;-:r to ue ec1: i e\ ed , Le 11.ust rtrix'? oee.1, and ta~ the roe ts 

thernselves \'Lich s·.;.rt[. ir.ec. 1.:.e s ocia l cueto1 F- oi tr1e ti1.e . :'he 

Jew, 3ccastomed. tc tr:e [ f.r.tLo , ,,,u£t be led ir.t.o ::. t?.'02.c.cr envir

oru~ent . Content ur to this tir e v ith i nt ernal ~ELOCi~tionE only, 

he lliust be encoure~ed to seek c ontacts ~nong t he people with whom 

he dwelt . Imraereed as he W'.l.S i n h i s own literature , he 111us t be 

induced to delve into the li t erat~re3 of othe~ ~~o Jl~s . A rac e 

of .crch;:r,tE , he .u::l '0-= urLc.d t. u r~n l tl' into c..Ll.cr fields of c>.ct-

i ·: i t .:i ~ ·e-11 , - t u _ar!'": Lit:: li vllir~o!.lu i!'l 11t..rc _rcducdYe a.:-:ci 



50 . 

more credi t able ws.y<;: . li1r.i 1.ed i n hi s knu,·. ledc e , J:e l!luet be l ed 

into the vas t rea l ms of Eec'il~ :- educa tior. . All t his i mplied a. 

com •. lete social revolution. Cr:ce a""a in t he chilo.ren of I s r a el 

m·.ir1-rure.-d . :rnd resisted t he derr.::.nd t o f or aake t !:e s ervitude of 

~:,rgt , e r:d emba rk u~on a sec rch for & ne,•; l a nd . 

l\o r i s i t untene.ble to mai r:ta in t hc. t th€: Jev: h&.d bec orr.e a c-

c'.ts tomed to his :l1e tto life, ~nd t o the ne.rrov: lfrlit!; of !:is le"'rn

i -.;:.: ; t h? t t h e J ev;ish l e~ders of t:r.e day reLarded t }.e ezi z ti n_ 

st:] te of a ffa i:rs a s a nececsa1·:, co: • .ii tior _::. :· . c e~i :-.~ t.i. c : o .ir1_ 

of tl:c " ess i cl. ; a r:C. ths. t the:,' e'\en v·elcoi~ed t h e <iEt..r :::le1 soci a l 

s t tus , for b~bind i t Etone mo r e bri cht l y their _l ori ous rela tion-

shi ; tc G d , ~hose chosen ~eorlc t~e~ consideree t~~M~elve: . 

·:,·ecc:el ' · on t he other ,.._no' !>!"" ,·c l "'.. !> ,.:; "'. fo_·- ot'.11.e :".' _inC.ivi d-. ..,.... j ' • ;u:, ' -- - - - ..... - -

T!:..e ' ev: ?'!US t 

adj u3 t :1 i !nslef to the c r ... m: ._ i n_ ti rnes . r.e cqnr.ot rena i !. ~ l co f , 

er apart to hi intelf , l i ke a n i !:la nd in t he [ TC2. t ee;:. Of htu.& ni t:·. 

The s treex. of :: if~ ~loY s or; , a r:d t !.e Je\ i .. ~t: t 1 •• <. "~ ·,· i t.h tne ct.:!'rer: t . 

Lr asp it. . Al l t !-.. e ~ e2 l ~.nd the lea rni :r. .. a t Li$ c or:11.;.o.nd ·: ere L c·.t!' cd 

into h i s passiona te a~!eals . The t a sk was Lre~endous. ~~e O!_ o-

~ i~io~ . as ~e hP ve ee~n , ~aE severe . ?u~ ~essel~ ~erci s teC. . ~e 

~~t ir.to :~~ ct~c e , to be~cld J erish ~choo ls i ~cludi n~ i~ t~eir 

cu:rr icnla t !J.e secnl~r tubj e cte he ~dvoc~ted , a nd tc fir.d :.r. e ';'....!"-

increas i::~ use ne C.e ~f t he ver~->c tl~~r .- a t:!-~in._ :'n-: :-·hi d: .r.e h::.0. 

I !". t he broac c.:!·!"c:.ts t..l. v~ ... _ i. t. t :...1 • ..: O.evelo •. Ld t ~ , 
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i~ philoloci cal ~ese2rch ; a ~reat i1fluer.ce ir. tf.E dis~eruination 

of ~oderL ~ebre~; e nd, tocethe= ~it~ .e~delssob . 1 s~urred on the 

.: roc..r e ss of the Je'nisr.. r enai ssanc e . ·,•,1e r~ve eeH• tr.at. t~1e :'ounders 

of t he orc e.n , ? • o 'In 11 1 a dc!:::.- eF:sed ':.essel. a s t~eir r e'\e"eu leader 

and patron. '- The :furpo~ es of t ho. t !'Hbli cati on ·:.ere , :.:.c co:?·C.in_ to 

Slouec•.2 1 t o iromo te the spr ead. of kncv:ledLe ~r.ct of !lloder n ideas; 

an6 to :'roinote the :rurifi ca tior. of :.ebre•r, , ·. h:.ch ::.ad de:_.r c-.d ed in 

el i c:i ous s choc l s ·?. To such a irns as tr.es e 1 ·:.~esely c...avt r is -;.hole

he~rted sur: ort . 

11?ece t•ne of the cour :i.t_ ecu~ bc. ttle v.hich .te fol.A.t...f•t in behalf 

o~ ~e~ish e~lic~t~ruuent , ~ese el~ ~~J be reLar deo f ~ a leader of t he 

!.:aski lim. 11 a 
And ' e t , 7.es~ely ca nnc t be re(.. arded a s s. r el i ._ i ou~ "e:cr1 .er • 

in the 111odern sense of t he ter1;.. i. F- c0ntinu~d t o ret:- in t.ne 1nc~t 

ort:.od ox vi e\''S "ith re .- ard t'-' tl e fundai .en t al iet1ets of J udA.isr.: . 

The Te.l n.ua for hi J!' £t ill retained i tE t u ttori ty. ~·~vela tier. £'ti ll 

! reservetl i iE v ·1li d i t; ~no. i te ,.lrpcse . ! '!'<:!d i ti on s til l _. :- e~ eYvec! 

it!> s a ne ti ly . ··-es~Pl:• 1..-7rel.1 builder t_ en t 1 c:::e b··sic !'rinci9les , 

a nd added to thec t~e s~cular su_~rt ~ruc t~r E ~ hicL ~ t have no t ed . 

The ·:ork of Wessel y aws.~ene within us : :::: i .. pa thetic 1·esr:cnse. 

cne is itr. reased ··. i th ihe sine er it;; of his v ur d e . •·C seet.is to 

~~eo k ou t of t~e very d e;th tf hiE soul . ~i : ccncer~ fc~ the 

•:elf~re of h~~ co-reli :: i oni ~ts i s t enuine . :.c ,:-e r~onf' l : ur_ ose 

or s elfish mo tive r c-_rz h:s cctivi ty . 'ihrou!):c t tl.e bitter s tru c-

develop! .. . r: \.. ~nd their ej •.tca ti or.t.l er,li ~:r. t '!'n. .. ,,.n t , he \'as i ns::-i:-ed 

Isr .. el . .... :1~ f or Jud~i EL. 
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