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-MI2 1IN INR IXP 107,000 R ‘733 Sisera’s Mother / Albert Joseph Moore (1861)

“1 thought it would be a piece about a mother longing for her
child who is never coming back from war.

| was wrong.

What seemed to rise up was a piece about a greedy woman
who was more concerned with the spoils of war her son had
promised, than her son himself.

I love when that happens...”

(Kevin Rolly)

Spoils (Sisera’s Mother), Kevin Rolly 2016
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"The implicit interconnections between the image of God as nonsexual and a rigorous Jewish
sexual ethics become much clearer when this image of God is threatened by female metaphors.
[...] In mainstream Jewish thinking, then, God’s nonsexuality is an important pillar in the symbolic
and moral order such that changes in the image of God threaten the sacred order by
undermining the symbolic restraints on self-discipline and control ”.
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“In any case, the number of women throughout history who never become mothers is so high (so
consistently high) that I now suspect that a certain degree of female childlessness is an
evolutionary adaptation of the human race. Maybe it’s not only perfectly legitimate for certain
women to never reproduce, but also necessary. It’s as though, as a species, we need an abundance
of responsible, compassionate, childless women on hand to support the wider community in
various ways. [...] Childless women have always been particularly essential in human society
because they often take upon themselves the task of nurturing those who are not their official
biological responsibility — and no other froup does this to such a large degree. Childless women
have always run orphanges and schools and hospitals. They are midwives and nuns and providers
of charity. They heal the sick and teach the arts and often they become indispensable on the
battlefield of life.”¢s
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Elizabeth Gilbert, Committed: A Skeptic Makes Peace with Marriage, (Riverhead Books: 2010) ¢
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