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Introduction 

The autobiograph"f ot Jacob Israel Emden , 11Meg1llat Se.tel"," 

la the chronicle or a long and crowded lite in eighteenth centui-y 

Germany. It is the story or seventy or the eighty years or the 

man's life, told with intimate and vibrant details, but with 

little chronological aequence or logical structure. Its pages, 

tilled with personal and family anecdotes, descriptions or cOllll

munal aetivitiea, and accounts of travels and literary accompliah

ments, offer a mine of' information to the Jewish historian, re

vealing vivid pictures of significant events or Emden' a times -

and t hey were many - - as well as a clearer unde!"standing or Ger

man Jewish communal life or the late seventeenth and ear ly eight

eenth centuries. Moat clearly, too, the character of the man him

self is laid bare -- all his stubbornness, which almost apnroaohed 

fanaticism, all his wounded vanity finding outlet 1n "heresy 

hunting," and with it all, the courage and strength of the man's 

oonviotion. 

Tbe signi fican ce wit h which the book is regarded by schol

ars is revealed in this statement of Max Grunwald: "Next to the ,, 
Memoirs of Gluckel (von Hameln) t hese writings (Megillat Serer) 

furnish us the finest presentation of conditions in old Jewish 

Hamburg, and they merit, t herefore, t h e most complete considera-
1 

tion . '' From such a consideration one may get a clearer picture 

ot such aspects of Jewish life of the time as education, health 

conditions, industry, charity collection and administration, 
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moral oonditiona, travel condtt.tions, literary and cultural atatua, 

Christian relationship•, and Jewish communal atruoture. 

Emd.en•a purpose in writing his memoirs, however, waa not 

directed toward g1T1ng a portrayal ot the above, but primarily 

for apologetic reasons. The purpose ot self-justification tor 

his stand 1n the various controversies in whioh be engaged was 

his prime motivation. He himself' sets forth hie purposes 1n 

writing the book in considerable detail, declaring that his rea

son is three-fold: tirst, "to write all rrrr lite 1
8 activities 

down and withhold nothing, as far as possible ••• and to make 

known God 1 s mercy to me trom 1lf1' youth •••• ; aeoond, to strengthen 

the ~eak hands of those crushed of spirit and persecuted without 

cause, as I today am persecuted by rrry enemies •••• ~third, 1n order 

that t he sun of my bighteouaness may shine, and a cloud not dwell 

" 2 " upon it, because of the wicked :nen who have judged me.... Essen-

tially, t hose purposes are one and the same, to justify himselt. 

This justification was necessitated primarily, as we shall later 

indicate, by h i s bit t er controvarsy with Rabbi Jonathan Eybe-

schuetz. 

As we have intimated, the book is weak 1n structure . There 

is a rough attempt at chronological order, but frequent~y events 

are r el a ted without proper sequence, and t here is much repetition 

of detail. It is obvious that t he book was written over a oon-
3 

siderable number of ye!:ll"s (from 1751 to 1763), and this in part 

accounts tor the lack or co-ordination ot the material. In the 

later pages ot the book, 1n particular, the account increases in 

incoherence, and the author rambles with greater trequency. 'l'he 
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author is verbose in style, and his writing is replete with quota

tions from Rabbinic literature, with lengthy and bitter impreoa

tions against his enemies, and with pr ayers or petition and thanks

giTing. This very verbosity, however, gives a clearer insight into 

the character or the man. 

In addition to his autobiograp~y , Emden has included a bio

graphy and tribute to his r a t her, Zeb! Ashkenazi, 1n the tlrat 

fifty-tour pages . The aooount or his own life ia related up to 

the yea:t' 1766, when Emden was seventy years ot age. The signiri

cant events or the last ten years of Emden' a iire, to the year 

1776, are briefly related b y t he edi t or or the book, David Cahana, 

at t he conclusion of Emden's writings. 

The story of the editing and printing or this book gives a 

significant picture of tbe diff iculties involeved 1n bringing He-
4 

brew manuscripts to publication. From t he time that Emden wrote 

the account or his life up to the year 1810, "Megillnt Sefer" re

mained in manuscript rorm. In t hat year the "Measeff im" scholars 

printed part of the work in their publicat ion , ~a-Measse~," and 

it was ent hu siastically received and read. Nothing t'urther of the 

book appeared in the publication, however. In the year 1848 a 

catalogue of the books and manuscripts of the scholar, Heimann Jo

seph Michael, who had just pas :>ed a·May , was issued,under the title, 
5 

"ozerot Hayyim . •.• Katalog der Michael 'schen Bibliothek," in the 

city of Hamburg . It became known t hat t h is valuable work, "Megillat 

Sefer" was to be round among the manuscripts ot the Michael estate, 

but no t'urther effort was made to copy and print the balance of the 

autobiography. It remained untouched until the year 1886 , when the 



- 4 -

scholar Dr. Neubauer published h is notes on the manuscripts 1n the 

Oxford library, and it waa learned t hat t he work, "Megillat Serer, " 

was now to be round in that institution, having been purchased by 

the British Government, toge~w1th the be.lance or the Michael 

library. At that time tile two Russian Jewish scholars, Jonah \{a'JYim 

Gurland and De.vid Cahana, agreed to attempt a joint etf'ort at edit

ing and pub lishing the work. They sent a copyist to the library, 

who copi ed t he work completely from beginning to end. On examin

ing the manuscript t he two scholars discovered that it was tull ot 

lacunae, and required lengthy and intensive editing. They dis

covered, turther, that t he excerpt that had been printed in 1810 

by the "J.teaseff'lm" was poorly done, and reQJ ired revision, together 

with t he balance ot the work. Accordingly, t hey approached the 

task or edit i ng the book, but in the year 1890 Jonah Gurland died, 

and so David Cabana discontinued the work. He did not resume t he 

project ·.mtil l.894. It proceeded very slowly , for he round it 

necessary to have another c ompl ete copy of the manuscript made, to 

supply words on al.t:iost every page of the .,,or k; and a lso· to add 

a c ompl e te set of explanatory notes. Cabana COTl\pleted the editing 

work i n 1897 , and the work wa s printed in that year in t h e city 

of Warsaw . 
-

Our discussion ot "Megillat Sefer" has been divided into three 

parts . In the tirst section we treat t he life and worka of Emden. 

I n t~e second division we discuss t he l ite of t he Jewish cornmunit~ 

aa revealed by Emden' s work. The t h ird section consists in a ohar

acter1zat1on and appreciation of Emden. There will, of necessity. 
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be eome overlapping of material, but in emphasis, at 1east, we 

sba11 attempt to differentiate. The man and his work will be 

t he focus of our attention in the f irst and third sections, and 

we ehall concentrate on the Je~ish community in the aeoond eeotion. 

In treating Emd.en's life and works we shall also include a 

brief consideration of his father, Zebi Ashkenazi, since almost a 

fourth of the book is devoted to his life. Although Ema.en deale 

with t he Eybeshuetz controversy in a very cursory manner in thie 

book, we have supplemented t he account with details from Graetz' 

"Dibre Y'me Y.1aroel," Wagenaar's "Toledot Yisroel," and the Jew

ish Encyclopedia, since it is nece ssary to present a fuller account 

of t h is alterc&tion than appears in "Megillat Sefer," to understand 

other parts of the autobiography. We have also drawn supplementary 

material from the s ame sources as regards Emden's relationship with 

the Frankist controversy in Podolia. We have added to Emden•s de

scription of h is writings by including detail s from Wagenaar and 

the Jewish Encyclopedia. 

In the second section, dealing with Jewish lire of Emden's 

day, we have based a considerable part of our discussion on rather 

indirect "evidence. Almost nowhere in h is autobiography does Emden 

set forth to describe the various Jewish and communal institutions 

of his time-, but in the various accounts or the activ1t·1es or his 

famil y and hi mself be refers to certain institutions or conditions 

from wh1cli we may draw inferential pictures or the time. Yle have 

supnlemented t h is evidence with ~aterial from Grunwald'a "Hamburgs 

deutsche Juden." 
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In our characterization of Emden, the conclusions are largely 

subjective. We have, however, attempted to support these conclu

sions with internal evidence .from t he book. Since the evaluations 

ot the man ha ve varied widel y, as is evident .from the completely 

op1)osite appraisals or him by Graetz and Saul Pi?1fas Rabinowitz, it 

ls apparent t hat any characterization or him wou{d be based in large 

part on the personal temperament or the writer. 



PAAT ONE: JACOB EMDEJPS I 1IFE AND \VORKS 
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Chapter 1. 

Family Background of Emden and 

Life of His Father, Zebi Hirsch 

Jacob Israel Emden was descended from a noble and illustri-

ous family. His ancestors were scholars in Germany and Poland for 

many generations. His grandfather, after whom Jacob Emden was 

named, was one of the leading scholars of Wilna and rabbi of the 
6 ·T " 

community for many years before the Chmielnicki Maasacres of 1648. /PJ 

During the Massacres, Enrlen's grandfather, Jacob b. Benjamin Zeeb, 

was a t tacked by the Cossack marauders ~.nd almost lost his life at 

their hands, escaping death in a seem:kglymiraculous manner. As a 

conseqiJence of this attack, howe,rer, b€ became separated from his 

family, and as they belieTed him dead, they moved f'rom Wilna to 

Moravia. In l•ioravia Emden' s grandmother was remarried, in the con-

viction t~at her first husband was no longer living. When he ap-

peared in Noravia six months l ater, it became necessary for her 

to divor ce her second husband and r e -establish her marriage with 
7 

Emden's grandfather. 

Jacob Emelen's father, Zeb! ~irsch Ashkenazi, was born in Mo-
7a 

ravia in 1660. After a short time, Zebi Hirsch's father, Jacob b. 
8 

Benjamin Zeeb, and his family moved to Ofen 1n Hungary. For a 

while Zebi Hirsch, or "]jal}am Zebi," as he soon came to be known, 

studied with his father and grandfather, Benjamin Ze'eb, who was 

still living. While still a youth, however, Zebi Hirsch went to 

Salonica to study. Here he remained for a short time under the 
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j 9 
tutelage of the scholar Rabbi Eli jab. Kobo. He returned to his 

father's h ome in Ofen in a short time , however. At t~is time he 

married the daughter or one of the wealthiest men in the connnunity 
10 

or Alt-Ofen, and a daughter was born of the union. In 1686 the 

eity of Ofen '"as besieged by the Austr1.ans, and it brought tragedy 

for Zebi Hirsch. During the attack on the city a cannon shot tell 

into his home, killing his wife and cl'"!ild, while he, in anot~er 
11 

room, was miraculously spared. Before the capture or the city, he 

fled to Bosnia and bees.me rabbi of the connnunity or SBrejevo, \Vhile 
12 

his parents were taken captive by the Prussians to Berlin. When 

Sarajevo and its environs was also besieged, and Zebi Hirsch heard 

t he.t h is parents had been carried a.way as captives, he began journey 

ing in the direction of Berlin. En route he stopped at various 

communities for short periods of t ime, i .e ., in the cities or Venice, 
1:3 

Ansbach , ~urth , Prague, and finally Berlin. While in Prague he was 

offe red a chance to marry the daughter of the chief rabbi of that 

community, but he ref'used. Again, when he reached Berlin, many fi

nanciall y advantageous matches were proffered to h im, but he de

clined t hem all, decl!il"ing that he was not in search of wealt~ but 
14 

honorable fe.mily lineage. While in Berlin, however, he fell in 

love witn Sarah,the daughter of Meshalem Zalman Neumark, chief rabbi 

of the three communities, Altona, Samburg, and Wandsbeek. He mar-
15 

ried her L~ 1689 . 

I n 1690 Zebi was elected Klausrabbiner in the city of Altona, 

where the leaders of the Je~ish communtiy built ~ school far him. 

To his institution students c8.l!le f rom all parts of Poland and Lith-

uania, and he soon acquired wide-spread reputation f or se-~olarship 
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and learning. !"or his work , hO''lever, he received the meager salary 

ot sixty reichstbaler per year, reje cting any additional gifts or 
16 

emoluments. As he himself declared , however, he was not interested 

in anything except a lite of Spartan simplicity, keeping the strict-
17 

est diet for h imself and instructing his family 1n similar habits. 

For t wenty years Zebi Hirsch wBintained his school in Altona, 

and his reputation for learning grew not only 1n the tbree-com

munitie s, but "She'-lot" were sent him from Jerusalem, and from all 
18 

parts or Poland. In 1692 he published his glosses to "Ture Zahab" 
19 

on the 11JJoshen Mishpat" of the ShulJ+an Arukh . Zebi Hirsch's abil-

ities were not merely limited, however, to a 1mowledge of Rabbinics, 

but he ">'las also a scholar of secular learning. He could speak 

Spanish , Turkish, Italian, Hungarian, and German, and was an able 
20 

student of secular a..~d political matters. 

Af'ter the death of Zebi's ra ther-in-law, Meshalem Zalman Neu

mark, who had been chief rabbi of t he three ool!llllunitiea, there was 

keen rivalry and interest in the election of a new rabbi. One 

party favored the election of "~al;lam Zebi" and another group favored 

the election of Rabbi Moses Zussl<:ind,the son-in-law of the wealthy 

Israel Piirst. As a result of t he election Zebi was chosen rabbi 

of two or t he communities, but there was a division ot opinion in 

Altona. As a compromise it wa s fi~ally decided that in that com

munity both rabbis should serve, ea ch for a peri od of six months ot 
21 

t h • year. This was 1n the year 1707 . The quarrels between the two 

parties in Altona increased, howe ver , and Zebi decided to return to 
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his work as Klausrabbiner in his school, ref'using to reconsider 

the position of rabbi at Altona, despite strenuous efforts on the 

part of his friends, who sou~t to persuade him to retain his posi-
22 

tion. 

A short time after resigning from his post as rabbi in Altona, 

Zebi Hirsch was elected rabbi of t he German congregat ion in Amster-
23 

dam in the year 1710. He accepted the position at a salary of one 

thousand reichstteler '"s9ecie" per ,-ear -- the equivalent of 2500 

guilders annually. Any pay beyond this by way of gifts or perquis

ites for services, he oonsistently refused. He declared that he de

sired to be independent a..~d under obli gation to no one, wishing to 
24 

act justly and honestly in his official capacity. He was honored 

and recognized not only by his own group, but by both Sephardic 

and Ashkenazic Jews of the Amsterdam community, something exceed

ingly rare among Jewish leaders of that time. 

At the very advent of Zebi Hirsch in Amsterdam, however, he 

encountered a hostile party. The community was divided by a con

flic t over two oantors. One of the parties, headed by a certain 

Aaron Gokkes, was the stronger of the two groups, and made eTery 

effort ~o ':1in the favor and support of Zebi. The lat ter, however, 

would de~ide the case only on t he basis of :"lerit, and rendered a 

verdict in favor of the cantor sponsored by the weaker party. The 

case was even taken to the secular courts, and the governmental de-

cision vindica t ed Zebi's opinion. As a result of this conflict 

and Zebi's decision, a large group 1n the conmatnity became inimical 
25 

to him, even insisting t hat he resign when the contract expired. 



- 1 1 -

The ill-will and conflict increased at this time, because of 

the issue of Sabbatianism which ap~ared 1n Amsterdam. at this junc

ture, with the arrival of Ne~emiah ~iyya Hayyun in the city. Al

though Zebi Hirsch's father had been a follower of Shabbetai Zebi, 

he himself was a s t rong opponent of the movement. Now the occasion 

presented itself to demonstrate his point of view. From the very 

outset of ijayyun's stay in Amsterdam, Zeb1 expressed his suspicions 

of the man . At first he mistook the man for an old enemy of his, 
26 

but wh en he discovered his error, he apolog i1ed to ijayyun. l}:ar.run's 

actions, h owever, soon justified Zebi 's suspicions, and be was ac

cused of endorsing certain heretical articles by the Shabbatian 
• I, 

.leader, CGrdosa. He explained away the suspicions temporarily, but 

when a comJnunication was received f rom Moses Hagiz, important rabbi 

of Jerusalem, which sided with Zebi, the latter was asked to exam-
27 

1ne the writings of ijayyun. Another committee was also appointed 

to investigate ~ayyun's works. 111fuen t b is committee,who favored ljay

yun, failed to report the results of t heir invest~gation, Zebi placed 
' 28 

~ayyun and all Shabbatians under ban. After this action, the other 

party, led by Solomon Ayl lon, Rabbi of the Portuguese element, announced 
29 

that ~ayyun was innocent of the char ges. Because of all this, Zebi 

Hirsch found his position in Amsterdam very uncom:t'ortable. The con

dition was particularly aggravated because his opponents, the Portu-

guese element of the community, were the most wealthy and prominent, 
30 

due to the priority of their residence in Holland. Aside trom a 

few loyal friends , "ijal)am Zeb1 11 was practical ly alone. Nor did the 
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matter end with this one investigation, tor the Portuguese party took 

the ease to the secular courts or Holland. Certain Christian 

scholars were consulted for opinions in the case, and the king de

cided in favor or ~ayyun, primar1•ly because ot .the latter's belief 
31 

in the Zohar. As Emden himself points out, there was a striking 

similar~ty between this controversy and its disposition and the 

conflicts which he (Emden) was later to experience. 

This action on the part of the secular court and the infidel

ity of the Portuguese community caused Zebi to come to the decision 

to leave Amsterdam. Accordingly, he sent his f'am11y to the commun

ity of 3mden 5n Germany, while he journeyed to London, at the be-
32 

ginning of the year 1714. Zebi ' s decision to go to London was due 

to an invitation he had received from the Sephardic Jewish commun

ity in London, members of which had lmown him while he was head of 

the school at Altona. 'fbEEE Spanish-Portuguese Jews or London 

wanted to elect him rabbi of their congregation, but he ref'used, be-

cause, he declared, he wanted to live as an Ashkenazic Jew, and rear 
33 

his f amily accordingly. In spite of h is refusal or their otter, they 

welcomed h im in London, and extende4 h im ever~ courte.,-,even having . . .- I 

a portrait painted of him in his honor. After Passover of the same 

year, 1714, Zebi returned to his fa~ily in Emden, Germany. From 

there he proceeded to Poland, stopping en route for a short time at 
34 

t he communities of Hanover, Halberstadt, Berlin, and Breslau. 

Arter r eaching Poland, and settling 1n t he region or Opatow, 

he was summoned back to the city of Hamburg to serve as a member or 
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the judicial board of that community, convened to settle certain 
35 

complicated legal qu e~tions which had arisen. On his r eturn from 

Hamburg, in the year 1717, Zebi was called as Rabbi to t he Polish 

community of Lemberg . Though he only held the office for four 

months, he was greatly honored and respected by the congregation 

and the entire col'!llllunity, and he did much to increase the educa

tional s tatus of that region. Shortly after he took office, how-
36 

ever, he died, on May 2, 1718 -- Rosh Chodesh Iyyar. 

Zebi Hirsch Ashkenazi was one o:f the most distinguished Jew

ish scholars of his day. He was unselfish, honest, and truth-lov

ing, though he often incurred the ;vrath of those he bitterly op

posed. - He was greatly incensed by anything that "smelled of here

sy," and devoted much of his li!'e to crushing it. Only a part of 

his works has been printed, his "Teshubot Haham Zebi," which he 
37 . • 

wrote and edited while in Amsterdam. 

Zebi Hirsch reared a son who sought conscientiously and pur-

posely to model his life after his illustrious :father. How closely 

he approximated the pattern s~all be set :forth in the succeeding 

chapters. 
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Chapte1" 2. 

Early Life of Emden 

The full name of Jacob Emden wa.s Jacob Israel ben Zebi 

Ashkenazi. He is familiarly kno~m as "Yaabez," that name being 
38 

based on the initials of Jacob ben Zebi. He was born in Altona 
3'9° 

on the 15th of Sivan (June 4), 1697. He was an especially welcome 

child to his parents, Zebi and Sa:ttah Ashkenazi, for he was t he 
40 

first son born to them, being preceded by three girls. Shortly 

before Emden's birth, his f'ather had suff'ered great financial loss 

in a business enterprise in which he had b een engaged, a partner 

having absconded with the t"unds of the firm. This loss greatly 
41 

affected h is health and he became a victim of the bubonic plague. 

Critically 111, Zebi had journeyed to a "Bad'' or health resort 

for recuperation, and was there at the time of his son's birth. 
42 

Zebi was forty years of age at the time his son was born. 

Shortly after Jacob's birth, Zebi was restored to health 

and was able to return home to Altona in time personally to per

form the circumcision f'or h is son. He had been doubtful whether 

or not his heal th would permit him this '1mizvoh, '' so he had en

gaged another "mohel," but, as Emden writes, "he himself entered 

me into the covenant with double joy, because he had been restored 
4:3 

to health and also had f'inaJ_ly merited a son. 11 

Emden long remained the only son, for after him his mother 

bore three more daughters. He was one of fifteen children born to 
44 

Zeb! Ashkena.zi. 
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As an only son, and mor e or less a child of his father's 

"old age," Emden was somewhat pampered and sho\m every attention. 

Nevertheless, his parents did not permit t heir affections to in

terfere with their decision to send Emden to school at a very early 

age. 'Nb.en he was but three years old he was entered 1n school, and 
45 

by his f'i.fth year he had already completed the study of .../" :> li' J\:JO/I 

Emden was not a strong child, and was afflicted with many diseases, 

at times being critically ill. His early induct ion into schooling 

did not help his physical conditi~n, and whem his father realized 

the evil effects of such early training , he determined not to send 

his other sons to sc..'1001 so early in life. Emden enumerates some 

of the many ailments to which he fell victim as a child: grievous 
46 

boils, a urinary disease, small-pox, measles, and constant colds. 

In spite of bis illnesses, however, ha continued his studies, pri

mari: y under t he tutelage ot his f ather -- in Altona up to the 

year 1710, and f rom 1710 to 1714 in Ansterdam. Through him he 

was introduced to all branches of' Rabbinics -- Mishna, Talmud, 

Sifre. and Sifre, Mid.re.shim, and Res '1onsa, and he also delved some

what superficially into such secula:' subject s as grammar, logic, 
47 

geography, and history. 

From his earliest years Emden was cognizant of his father's 

financial trials and worries, and it was a source of great grievance 

to him. He saw that these worries were t he cause or much of his 

father's ill health. When Zebi was stricken with pleurisy in 1710, 

Emden ( tho\lgh he was but t ·#elve years of age) and his older sister 1. 
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fasted for an entire week, by way of supplication that health be 
48 

restored to their father. 

In the severe winter of 1710 Zebi moved to Amsterdam with his 

family. Their dif'fi culties on the journey were very great, and on 

their arrival in Amsterdam they were confu'onted with still. more 

hardships. There was, first of all, the difficulty of becoming 

adjusted to an entirely new environment in which all customs, even 

as regarded food and drink, were greatly different from their 

Altona home. Furthermore, from t heir very advent, Zeb1 Hirsch 

was plunged into controversy -- fir st, the fight between the two 

f actions over the appointment of a cru1tor, and, later, the even 

more bitter confli~t eoncerning Ne~emiah ~iyya ~ayyun. All t hese 

experiences of his father seemt to have affected Emden greatly, 
49 

for he describes h is own mental distress in great detail. 
' 

Emden was "Bar Mi;voh" in Amsterdam, and it was shortly 

thereafter that t he period of grea t di stre ss began for t he family. 

The period ref'erred to is the one mentioned above during which Em

den ' s father incurred the wrath of thePartuguese Jewish faction 

which suppor ted ~ayyun. Emden attributes most of the blame for 

the troubles t hey experienced to Solomon Ayllon, Rabbi of the 

Spanish- Portuguese connnunity in Amsterdam. He is particu~arly bit

ter because all the controversy prevented his continuing his studies 

with h i s father, t he latter being too nruch distraught by communal 
50 

troubles to turn to the inst ruction of his son . 

I n the middle of t he winter of 1'714, after giving up his 

post in A.~st erdam, Zebi Hirsoh went to London, sending the other 

members. of his family b y boat to the little community of Emden. 
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For several months, until after Passover, the mother and her five 

sons and five daughters, remair:ed in Emden i'ithout the head of the 

family. During this stay Jacob fell in love with the daughter of 

a certain R. Loeb Emden and was desirous ot marrying the girl. When 

his father rejoined the family, however , he expressed disapproval 

of the match on account of a certain blemish in Loeb Emden 1 s family. 

Although J acob was thoroughly convinced that the marriage would have 

been a worthy and advantageous one, 1.ia great respect for his father 

moved ~im to yield to the paternal -nish, and t he n&:."ria2:e did :lot 

take place. Some yeiu-s later when he returned to the co!lllllunity 

and Loeb Emden•s 4aughter was married to another, he re-established 

his friendship with her, and she worked in his behalf to secure the 
51 

position as rabbi of the community of Emden for him. 

Leaving the town of Emden, Zebi and his family began a hegira 

'l'lhich was ultimately to take the!ll to Poland. First they went to 

Berlin and stayed for a short tL~e with Jacob's uncle. While here 

Jacob began his first literary effort, a responsum written in answer 
52 

to a certain Rabbi Je~iel Michal of Glogau. After a stay or several 

weeks in Berlin, the family continued on its ~ay to Breslsu. En 

route they experienced considerable difficulty in getting through 

the roads over which the Prursia...~ troops were returning from their 

various campaigns. Because or this delay they did not reach Breslau 

until the end of the summer. 

The family remained 1n Breslau until the winter of 1714, and 

t hen continued on theLr way to Poland. In Poland they came to the 
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city of Opatow, and were planning to make their residence t here. 

but the town was beset by fire, ma1ting it necessary for them to 

look elsewhere for a home. They were wandering about, living 1n 

the va?"ious villages in the vicinity of Opatow, when a messenger 

ce.t!le f'rom Hamburg, requesting Zebi to come to that community and 

a.ct as a judge in a legal controversy. This was in the early part 

of the year 1715. Zebi accepted the invitation, and, together 

1fith Jacob, set out for Hamburg. On t he v1ay Jacob was stricken 

with a blood-disease and was forced to seek medica1 attention at 

Berlin and several other coI1ID1unities. They finally reached Ham

burg, where Jacob remained, largely bed-fa st, until t he beginning 
53 

of t he surrJner. The purpose of t h is trip, so far as Jacob was con-

cerned, was to arrange for his marriage. The preceding year, while 

they had been in Breslau, Jacob's father, ~a..~am Zeb1, had made a 

match for h is son with the daughter of Ji!iordeoa.1 ben Naphtali Cohen, 
54 

Rabbi of Ungarish Brod, Moravia. This match was particularly a c-

cept able to Zebi because of t he gr eat ~restige and power of t h is 

family . Rabbi Naphtali ·Cohen, t'.he grand.father of Emden's proposed 

bride, was a learned scholar and had been one of Zebi's staunch 

supporters in his f ig..ht against fayyun . In addition, he had prom

ised Zebi that Jacob shou ld r eceive a dowry of one t housand l"Ubles, 

food for a period of four years, and that the bride would be pro-
55 

vi ded with all her necessary clothing . The marriage was scheduled 

to be held in Breslau shortly arter the festival of Shabuot, 1715. 

A lit t le before that time, however , Emden ' s illness increased., and 
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be was not anxious to leave Ra.mbur3 for the ceremony. Nevertheless, 

his .f'uture father-in-law, Rabbi Mordecai ben Naphtali Cohen, was not 

willing to postpone the ceremony, particularly when rumors reached 

him that Emden's desire to remain in Hamburg was inspired by a wish 

to arrange for another marriage. This Emden denies,as being abso-
56 

lutely without foundation. He concurred with Rabbi Mordecai 's 

wish, however, and together with his father, Emden went to Breslau 

for the wedding. On the day of the ceremony there was a terrible 

cloudburst in the city of Breslau, which occasioned great damage 

in the town, but ap1Jarently did not interrupt the marriage. This 

storm, however, was more or less a s ymbol of the domestic storm 

that was to mark the first few rears of Emden•s married life. 

There were several factors that provoked domestic discord for him. 

First of all, hi.s separation from his father, ~hich now took 

place, was a great wrench for him. Shortly after the marriage, 

Zebi Ashkenazi returned to the duties in Hamburg, and Emden, jour-

neying with h is wife and father-in-law to Moarvia, never saw his 
I J 

father alive again. Because of his i n tenae at/tp.cpment to his 
' • I 

fat~er wh ioh almost bordered on tne pathol ogica l - - this separa-

tion left t he seventeen-year-old boy so lonesome and homesick 
57 

that he .actually became 111. Fur t her, the situation was made 

worse \¥hen controversy resulted over the payment of the dowry . Em

den' s father-in-law was unable to supply t he promised dowry, and 

since Emden had used up all tLe money given him as gifts by friends 

of the family, he was soon in financial straits. Requests to his 

father-in-law for the money he needed proved ot no avail, and ~ 
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his disappointment in these money matters led to such unkind .feel

ings between himself and his wife rs family that separation from 
58 

his wi.fe almost oocurred. 

When Ettl.den reached his father-in-law 's home in Ungarish-Drod, 

Moravia, his troubles continued. A plague spread through the city, 

and it was necessary for the entire family to flee the city tempo

rarily, and live• in the nirarby vil lages , enjoying the charity of 

the villagers. A.ft er the plague had passed and they were able to 

return to Ungarish-Brod, t h e problem of finances still ma.de l ife 

uncomfortable for Emden , for the father-in-law contributed almost 

nothing to his daughter and son-in-law's support. Another source 

of chagrin to Emden was t he fact that he had litt le :material with 

whi ch to continue his s tudies. His personal library consisted only 

of a set of "Arba Turim," a wedding gift from en uncle, and for a 

while he concentrated his studying on this work. Although his 

father-in-law had an extensive and valuable library, Emden did not 

want to make use of it or in any way obligate h imsel.f to his 
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father-in-law, because or t he ill will betwe en t hem . 

In spite of the limitations of his library, Emden s oon a

chieved a reputation as a schol ar in Ungarish-Brod, and accp ired 

a coterie of young students to whom for three years (1716-1718) he 

lectured. Wi th them he studied Gemara, Tosef'ta, parts of t he 

"Arba Turim, tt and the Bible. He enjoyed this work and wa s very 

conscientious in his duties, ~t refused to accept any renmnera

tion for his services, alt~ou3h many of his pupils were in a f'inan-
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cial position to pay him well. His pleasure in teaching was 

short-lived, however, for in 1718 rews came to him that his ra
ther, tJel.1am Ze'bi, had passed away in Lemberg, Poland, on May 2 

61 
(Rosh Chodesh Iyyar) ot that year. 

Emden decided to go to Lemberg, and started out alone on 

the long (600 miles) journey to Poland. After a perilous trip, 

in which he barely escaped with c is life when robbers attacked 

the wagon t:i"ain in which be was riding, he reached Lemberg at the 

end of the su.'1U!ler or 1718. In Lemberg he had a memorial stone 

ereeted on his rather~ grave, and he delivered a beautif'ul eulogy 

in his honor. So '!bnpressed were the inhabitants of Lemberg that 

they requested that the sermon be printed, and Emden complied with 
62 

their urging . More than this, however, t~e Jews of Lemberg re-

quested Emden to remain among them and fill the post of rabbi ot 

the eommunity, left vacant by his father 's death. This offer was 

inspired by the fact that Emden had continued his work or teach

ing in Lemberg and had greatly impressed the people with his abil

ity. Emden was almost persuaded to stay and accept their otter, 

for t here were a number of factors in fav-or of such a decision . 

Economic opportuni~ies were very favorable t here, and living ex

penses were reasonable. The possibilities of arranging suitable 

marriages for his brothers and sisters were great, for the family 

had achieved a very honorable name in the community, and there were 

many tine offers of marriage extended to him on behalf' of his bro

thers and sisters. Furthermore, Emden felt that the family needed 
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someone to assume the responsibility of straightening out its 
63 

economic problems, now that his f a t h er had passed away. 

While Emden was wavering in his decision, further mis.for-

tune came to the family. His mother, the second wife ot ~~ Zeb1, 

passed away at the youthf'ul age of forty-one, some nine months 

after Zebi's death. The tragedy wa s increased whe~,the following 

day, Emden's little sister, a child of three, also passed away, 
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and he himself was stricken ill. When he recovered, he began nego-

tiating with a brother-in-law about the latter's assuming some of 

the responsibilities of the .family, primarily that of settling the 

estate. In the meantime Emden had written to his wife in Ungarish

Brod, asking her to come to Poland to live, since he wanted to re-

main there. Since she was still a young woman, a.~d as she was 

anxiou s to continue living with her parents, she was against the 
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move and Vlrote him, refusing to come. 

Em.den remained in Lemberg until the winter of 1719. During 

his stay he disposed of a number of family matters. Re helped con-

S\Unmate advantageous matches for several of his brothers and sis-

ters, all of them marrying into the :families of prominent rabbis 

in Poland and Germany. Before he left, he assisted his brother

in-law in straightening out his father's estate, but re.t'used to 

accept any of the property for h imself. He did take along with 

him certain copies of his father's "Responsa" which had been printed 

during his 11.f'etime, but had not been sold. In addition, he took 

certain notes for money due his father from Rabbi Haendele Cohen 
66 

ot Hamburg, which he hoped to collect. 

At the beginni!'lg of the suia~er of 1719, in the company ot a 
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Polish servant, Emden returned to his father-in-law's home at Unga

rish-Brod. Arriving there, both Emden and his servant were strick

en with illness. But they both soon recovered, 8lild Emden began 

making preparations to leave again for Hamburg to attempt to sell 

some of his father's books and to collect the debt due him ~om R. 

Raendele Cohen. Emden bad paid some of h is father's obligations 

from his own purse, for he hoped to replenish his capital with the 

money he would collect. Emden's efforts to collect this debt led 

him into a long ohain of mishaps and fru itless wanderings. His 

first stop was Hamburg. Success there, he felt, depended upon 

the cooperation of an important leader of the community, Baer Cohen, 

and Emden corresponded with him explaining the nature of his ::: ,' · 

mission . Baer Cohen replied that collecti~n of the debt f'rom R. 

Haendele Cohen would be an easy matter. There was still another 

reason for h is wanting to go to Hamburg . S..."lortly after the report 

of the death of ~~am Zebi, a certain Reb Eliezer London had do-

nated a sum of one hundred rubles for the orphans of Zebi, and had 

written to Emden that if he cb.llle to Hamburg he would collect the 

money. In ltopes of securing 1'unds from these two sources Emden 

set out for Hamburg. Failure met ~im on both scores. As regards 

the debt of R. Raendele Cohen, t he situation was rather compli

cated. It seems that R. Raendele, who had been indebted to Zebi 

Ashkenazi, was in turn owed money by a Reb Mordecai Cohen. The 

lat~er had died and his entire estate had been stolen andsquan

dered by his children, a.Tld hence R&b Haendele could not be paid. 

, ' 

,• 
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This fact ulti!!la.te l y meant great loss to E!11den. /,s for· the 

promised donation from Reb Eliezer London, Emden learned on his 

arrival in H8mburg that Reb Eliezer had died and that Eliezer•s 

son, too, had squandered all :-i.is father's money. So Emden never 

received this money. Thus far, Emden•s trip had afforded him 

little profit; in tact, he had not even received enough to 
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cover his travelling expenses. Furthermore, because or the fact 

that he had stayed with Reb Baer Cohen du.ring his visit in Ham

burg he won the enmity of several prominent Hamburg Jews with 
68 

whom Reb Baer had been on unfriendly terms. 

Emden did.succeed, however, in sell ing a few copies of his 

fath er's Responsa in the three oom...nrunitias. His customers were 

the leaders of the communities, but when they offered him gifts 

as for example, the gift which R. Baer Cohen offered him in 

honor of his visit with him on t he festival of Purim -- Emden re-

fused t hem. Nor would he send complimentary copies of' the book 

to cert9in wealthy men , as w~s customarily done by writers and 

printers of the time, ror he felt that that would belit t le the 

memory or his rather. As a r e sult, t he number of books he sold 

in the three com.tJ1unities (Altona , Hamburg, and Wandsbeck) wes 
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not enough to provide I:D1m with a.ny appreciable sum of money . 

We have mentioned that Emden 's residence with Reb Baer Co-

hen in Hamburg won him the erunity of ce~tain Jewish leaders. In 

particular, he a·equired the hatred of a for:ner staunch friend of 

his rather and a prominent leader or the Hamburg Jewish community, 
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Joel Shaav. Although Shaav outwa~dly evinced friendship toward 

Emden, he nursed a strong grudge against him from this time on 

and, in later years, openly demonstrated bis enmity. 

From Hamburg, Emden \'lent to Hanover, but his streak of mis

fortune continued. In Hanove~ he stayed at the home of a prom-
t 

inent Jew, Gompel Hanover, who, with his brother;· was highly re-

garded in the community. While Emden was a guest in this house

hold, both Gompel Hanover and his brother suddenly found them

selves bankrupt, and had to flee their home at night to avoid 

arrest. On the next day all their property was attached by the 

government, even some of Emden's goods being sie;ed. The bro

thers had le~ Emden a sum of six rW:>1es with a servant t hat he 

might be able to continue his journey, but Emden refused the 
70 

money. 

After this unfortunate experience Emden went f rom Hanover 

to Frankfurt am Me.in, at that time the wealthiest and most honored 

of all the German Jewish communities. But even while he ~as on 

the way to the city he learned that a terrible fire had broken 

out there and that most of the houses on the ".Tew Street" were 

in ashes. Emden did not \'ant to offer his books for sale to 

a group of people afflicted with t~is plight, and so when he ar

rived a t the city he did not at tempt to make any sales. Undoubt

edly he could have succeeded in disposing of some of them, and 

the rabbi of' the co::munit:r su~g.ested that he send cor.iplimentary 

copies to the wealthy members of the city and accept gifts in 

return. But here, as in Hamburg, Emden refused to resort to 
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these tactics. As a result, he disposed of very few books in 
'71 

Frankfurt am Main. 

Having met with little success thus far, Emden deternrl.ned 

to return home, but was advised to go to the nearby community 

of Mannheim, and also to the comr!lUnity of Metz. He felt, how

ever, that he would only encounter further failure there, and he 

was making plans for leaving Frankfurt for Ungarish-Brod when 

another suggestion was made to h im. He learned that Reb Haendele 

Cohen of Hamburg, from whom he had unsuccessfully attempted to 

collect his father's debt, had a brother 1n London, a Reb Mordecai 

R!imburger, founder of the Hamburg Synagogue 1n that connnunity. 

This brother, he was told, had just returned from India where he 

had acquired a vs.st :fortune. A brother-in-law of this Reb 

Mordecai, who lived in Frankfurt, told Emden that he would do 

well to go to London and at tem9t to collect the money due from 

Reb Haendele. Emden was assured that Reb Mordecai was an honor-

able man and would respect his brother's debt. Accordingly, 
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Emden decided to make the trip to London. 

Hiring a servant, Emden embarked on ship for London. A 

terrific storm was encountered on route, and Emden suffered 

greatly f'roin sea-sickness and fever. When he reached port he 

was still critically ill and he required medical attention as 

soon as he reached Reb Mordecai Ha:'!lburger 1 s home. Reb Mordecai 

showed him every courtesy during his illness, but when Emden had 

recuperated and told Reb Mor decai the reason for his coming, Em:ien 

found his efforts fruitless once more. Reb Mordecai told him: 
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"True, I acknowledge t~e debts of my brothers, but I am not going 

to pay them, tor if I did, ir!rnediately all the rest of their 

creditors woul d come here and I would be .forced to give them 

ever yt h ing I brought from India, and I would soon be just as poor 
73 

as I was." Emden tried to reason with him, pointing out that 

the debt was a small one, t~at his need was great, that he would 

exercis e secrecy regarding its payment; all to no avail. His 

ef~orts proved f'utile, and t~ i r ritaat1on even resulted in a 

recurrence of his illness . Realiz i ng that nothing could be a c

complished , Emden decided to l e ave London. 

The following S:9ring, after Passover, Emden began h i s re

turn t rip by way of Amsterdlilll. ArrivL~g in Amsterdam, he was 

s trtcken with fever once more and had to delay further travel 

f or several months. While in Amsterdam he was be.friended by a 

Reb Zalman Gordon, in whose home he stayed. The lat : er showed 

h i m every kindness, nursing him ba ck to health from severe ill

ne ss . It was not, however, until the end of the summer t hat he 
74 

was able to r esume his journey. 

Vi'hen he resumed travellin'g he s t arted for the comr.n.mity of 

Prague by way of the city of Furth . En route to Pr ague he en

countered further diff iculti es i n t hat he barely esc&ped from high

waymen . Nor did his series of mishaps stop with h i s arrival in 

Prague. He was still carrying with h i m copies of his father's 

Res? onsa, unaware that in the city of Pr ague there was a severe 

rest riction agai nst all Talmudic- Rabbinic books. The authorities 
75 

im:1ledia t e ly sie zed his books as contraband. Here, t oo, for the 
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first time Emden me t h is future bitter antagonist, Jonathan 

Eybeschuetz . The latter wa s r abbi of the com:imnity of Prague 

at this juncture of his caree~. He had alreadv, however begun 
. ! \ I 

I ( '. ., ..,. 11-

to los e t he r e s pe ct of some of t"1e 'peopie. · In particular ,he 

h&d won their suspicion bec~u3a of h i s frequent dealings with 

t he Catholic leaders of Prague. Although the opposition to 

him was so intense that even ~is own father-in-law wanted to 
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disown him, yet the rabbis of the vicinity wer e loathe to op-

pose him publicl y De cause of respect for h is family and that of 

his wife, who were so powerful and influential 1n that region. 

Emden relates how he observed through the windows of the home 

of his uncle (with whom he stayed in Prague), that Eybes ehuetz 

would rush about the streets of the coll11!1unity at t empting to col-

lar clients involved i n case s of t he courts of the community, 

whom 'he would defend and to whom he would offer be.11 -- in order 
77 

to derive fees from t h em. Emden furt her r e l ut es th~t Eybe schuetz 

sent word to him he would atte:npt to recover for him the books 

seized by the censor , if he would oome to visit h im, but Emden 

decided he would rather lose t he books than make this call. The 

beginnings of the contr oversy t hat was later to assume such vast 

proportions were already apparent. 

From Prague Emden went by overland-coach to the city of 

Brunn in Moravia. This journey also was eventtul. He and sever

al other Jews who rode the coach were subjected to taunting 8llllll 

and Jew-baiting by an Italian merchant and a priest who were rid 

i ng with them, but they had the grim satisfa ction ot seeing both 
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of their persecutors injured ·r1hen the coach overturned at a. 

time when the .Jews were .forced to walk behind it up an in

cline. Thus they were rid of t heir tormentors and were able 
78 

to continue on their way to Brtinn unmolested. 

In the dead of winte1"' Emden conpleted his journey by 

sleigh f'rom Brtinn to his home in Ungarish-Brod. Even to the 

very last his misfortunes trailed '.':lim, for his foot was pain

fully injured during this last stage of the journey, although 

he soon recovered .from this. At last he arrived home, weary and 

111, havL~g accomplished very lit: le and with all the money he 

had possessed no--: gone . Nor were the conditions in his home 

suc'.':l as to encourage hi1n . Ris •.-v as a poverty-stricken condition, 

and h is father-in-law still did almost nothing to help him sup-

port his wife and son. Emden realized that his business oppor-

tun ities in i11ora.via ''lere ve-rJ 1.:. 1 ~_ ted , but he recalled that dur-

1ng his travels in Holland he had met certain men who indicated 

that they could help him esta~lish a business. He co:nrmn1cated 

w! th t h em, and soon set himself up in a sort of importing busi

ness. He sh ipped pelts, goats' hair, chamois, and wool to Am

sterdam, and in return received various manufactured products 

w:'J.ich he sold in Moravia. For a time the business proved suc

cess.ful, but soon, due to embezzlement of some of h is funds, and 

due to the decline in price 0£ some of the goods he ship~d to 
79 

Amsterdam, he was forced to give up t h is business. 
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Emden next engaged in the jewelry business, and went to 

Breslau to purchase certain merchandise there. But this busi-

ness, too, proved unfortu11a.te. In Breslau he was cheated by a 

Je•llish merchant who sold him inferior goods. And, to make matters 

worse, on returning from Ger!llany, he \vas arrested on cross ing 

the border at Pressburg, for attem9ting t o avoid the payment or 
duty on his merchandise. He was detained at Prespburg and brought 

to trial, and would have surely received some punishment liad it 

not been for the i11te1•ve!ltion of a friend, Reb Moses of Press-

burg. Reb Moses pled his case before the authorities (and, inci-
80 

dentally,br1bed the judges) a_~d Emden was treed of the charges. 

·m1ile at t he home of Reb !iioses in Pressburg, Emden was in-

troduced to other underhand deeds of Jonathan Eybesohuetz. A 

ce!'tain man had come to Pl"e ssourg f'rom Prague, f'rom Eybeaohuetz' 

school. He carried with him some pamphlets written by Eybeschuetz, 

~ w}: ic!l were destined f'or t he Jews in the Vienna community. 

Several men of the Pres sburg community decided to investigate the 

baggage of this visitor, who, Lncidentally, was also staying at 

the home of Reb Moses. They found these pamphlets, written by 

Eybeschuetz, and t h ough t hey we~~e unable to declpher them, were 

easil y aware that they were of a Mystical and strange character. 

Neither Reb Moses or t he others, however, were acquainted with 

t he Kabbala. nor did they realize the import of the writings. 

They were anxious nonetheless t o know wha t disposition should be 

made or them. They con sulted the advice of Emden who read the 

pamohlets and realized t heir char a cter. He suggested that t hey 
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should not be made public, but should be burned because, he 

said, "t~ey contained reproaches, blasphemies, and misrepresent-
81 

ations of the Kabbala : 

Emden decided not to take any further a ction about the 

pamphlets, because he reali zed he had nothing tangible to work 

on. Accordingly, he de cided mere l y to keep t he matter 1n mind 

and see wha t t he :f'uture course of events would be. He was con-

vinced t hat Eybeschuetz 1taa responsible !'or the writing of t he 

pamph lets even though a signa ture had hot been affixed to the:n 

and their authorship had been kept secret. Eis prejudice and 

suspic i ousness toward Eybe schuetz WE:r e gi ven f urther i mpetus 
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t hr ough this exp erience . 

At t he succes sful conclusion of t h e trial 1n Pressburg, 

Emden returned to Ungarisch -Brod . Here he was subjected to 

further legal difficulties, t h is time before a Jewish court. 

One or t he men in Bre s lau with wh om he had had business dealings 

accused h im of failing to pay a commission due him for the sale 

of some of Emden's goods. Although Enrlen protested that he had 

made no agreement with the man, he was ordered by- t h e court to 
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pay t he ~an the money he demanded. 

The economic clrournsta~ces in which Emden found himself 

con tinued to be pr e carious. This, and the fact that royal de

orr. es had been is sued i n Moravia maki ng it especial ly difficult 

for Jews to marry through limitation of t he number of mar-

riages t hat could be performed ~~ong them -- convinced Emden 

that he should leave Moravia and take up his residence 1n an-
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other land. In t i1e meantime, however, many of Emden' s .friends 

proffer•ed him assistance. The chief-rabbi of Moravia, Gabriel 

Eskeles, offered him a post as a rabbi; and certain of the Jew

ish leaders of Vienna offered h im an annual stipend 1.f he would 

take up his residence among them. But E:nden, looking upon t a ese 
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offers as charity, re.f'used them. 

Emden continued his business travels, going ag·a1n to Am-

sterdam. He went there by way of Dresden, and was •-• the guest 

of a certain Jonah Dresden. This greatly astonished the Dresden 

Jewish community, since the man had the reputation of being .far 
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from hospitable. From Dresden he went once to Hanover and while 

there he met the chief-rabbi of Prague ''ho was negotiating with 
') .l 

the rabbi of Helvetia about the marriage or the latter's daughter 

and his son. The Prague rabbi urged Emden to remain in Hanover 

~~d study; but Emden declined and continued his trip to Amster-

d8.>i1. 

In Amsterdam Emden discovered that what little merc...~andise 

he still possessed (which had been kept in the attic o.f the house 

of Reuben Norden, a friend of Emden) had been largely destroyed 
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by moths . So he was forced to sell the goods at a great loss. 

'dis friend Norden had prospered 1n a new and secretly developed 

diamond trade with Brazil, mE.de possible through negotiations 
88 

with Portuguese sailors . He insisted, because o.f his prosperity, 

that Emden remain with him for some time in Amsterdam, and Em-

den consented to a short stay. 
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While 1n Amsterdam, Emden was once more stricken with ill

ness, th!s time more severaly than ever before. It was a kidney 

ailment which ai'i'ected him; it remained ·vith him f'or over a per

iod of' twenty years. The ailment was particularly aggravated by 

Emden ' s ef.forts at self-treatment. Duri!lg his stay 1n Amsterdam 

Emden's craving for education in secular subjects becane very in

tense, and so he had prevailed upon a young servant boy to teach 

him foreign languages. From him be learned to read and write the 

Dutch la_~guage and also to understand some Latin. On the basis 

or this he began extensive reeding in a number of fields of secu-

lar learning: law, literature, science, and especially philoso-
89 

phy, p:':lysiology, and :nedicine. Having acces s to a certain medical 

book, '.?ritten in Dutch, he began seeking f'or some remedy for his 

kidney ailment. Re read that hot tea. was helpful for such an 

affliction, and attempted to cure himself by drinking excessive 

amounts or it. Instead of curing h im, however, it but aggravated 

his complaint so tha t his condition becwae critical. Ai'ter a 

severe siege , Emden finally recovered and decided to go to his 
90 

birthplace, Altona, and establish his residence there. Instead 

of re -establishing his home in Altona, however, his plans were 

abruptly changed and he accE·pted a post as a rabbi for the first 

and only time in his career. 
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Chaptei• 3. 

Rabbinate at Emden 

Em.den 's acceptance of a pcsition as a rabbi came as the re

sult of a sudden and rather u.~expected decision, he declares. 

On leaving Amsterdam ror Altona in t he spring of 1728, he passed 

through the town of Emden -- t he community from which he derived 
91 

his name . While here, the peo~le of Emden sought to persaude 

h in to become t he rabbi and teacher of t heir communityJ particu

larly did Reb Jonathan Levy, at ·.'1:'.iose home he stayed, urge him. 

to accept the position. Emden at firs t .fas unwilling to assume 

t h e off i ce for, he sa.1.d, he disliked the r abbinate and did not 

wish to be burdened with its responsibilities . Without consult
h i m 

ing/any further, however, the people of the co?mnunity met to-

gether secretly and unanimously elected him to the post. They 

then in.for!ned him of t h e elect ion, and after much further persua-

sion, succeeded in ~aking him consent to t heir wishes. His only 

proviso v1as that he be permitted to continue with his own studies, 

uninterrupted. He wrote to hls wife and bade her come to Em.den 

with their family and possess i ons, a..~d the family was reunited 

at t he begin..riing of the summer of 1729; they were fire soulsa h us-
92 

band, wife, two sons {aged twelve and six) and an infant daughter. 

Although constantly troubled by h is old kidney ailment, Em-

den carried on extensive work i n his ne1.f position. He spent a 

large part of his time in wrHing , completl.ng some of the books 

begun elsewhere, namely, part of his "LeJ::em Shamayim," his "Mo~ 
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U'ke~iah," and his "Shealat Yaabe~." (The description of' these 

and other of h is works will be considered later.) He gathered 

a group of pupils about h im with who~ he studied Bible, Mishna, 
93 

Talmud., aud Tosef'ta. He introduced many important laws for his 

com.11u!1ity, issuing new decisions and Ta.kkanot in order, he says, 
94 ''to turn the people from their erring ways." 

Although Emden had a fixed salary as rabbi and teacher 1n 

the community, he ret'used to accept any additional gifts or emol

uments, for, like his father, Raham Zebi, he f'elt that to do so 

would interfere with his independence. Although his sermons 

\Vere extremely popular, he would not accept the custoIIUU'y gl.ft 

of t·nenty-two rubles for each sermon tha t the people had habit

ually given to the rabbi; he was in fact very reluctant to 
95 

preach, desiring rather to study and to teach. 

E~den showed no f'avoritlsm to anyone, he declares -- cater-

ing neither to the masses nor to the wealthy. As a result of 

this ;.olicy he incurred the enmity of the influenti al Reb Jona

tha."1 Levy, t he man who had befriended him and who was largely 

responsible for the position-. being offered to him. Reb Jona

than began to feel that Emden was having a bad effect on his 

prestige as a lay leader, for Z~den 's predecessor had ob~yed 

Reb Jonathan ' s every command, 1vhereas Eraden himself was seeming-

ly oblivious to the wealth and influence of his patron . Thus, 

though Reb Jonathan was at first friendly toward Emden, he soon 

gave evidence of his dissati3i' .:i. c.tion wi t '.1 him, and sought to be-
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lit t le him in the eyes of the cor:ununity . Because of this opposi-

tion, Emden wanted to leave t~e rabbinate, but the affection and 

admiration that most of the vill age showed him prevented his de

sert i ng them. Shortly after this, Reb Jonathan suffered finan

cial losses and experienced fa~ily troubles in t hat his daughter 

died in childbirth, leaving an infant child. These misfortunes 

ap::iarently softened Reb Jonathan, for he soon re-established his 

friendship with Emden, and the latter, fro~ that time on, enjoyed 
97 

the support of the entire co!l'.!lllunity. The yeoole were convinced 

that Emden's residence in their midst had ~rought t:i.em good for

tune, and they cited several facts as evidence. Prior to his 

coming , t:i.e city had been f l ooded and as a result, all the river-

fish, the principal tood of the community, had been killed by 

the salt water. The year that Emden came, however, the floods, 

w~ich had occurred periodically for seventeen years, had ceased 

and the rivers were once more stocked with edible r1ver-£ish. 
98 

"The rabbi brought us this good luck,'' they declared. Business, 

too, seemed to improve with his coming, n ·::>t only ror t he commun-

ity but for Emden too. He did not rely solely on his income as 

rabbi, but continue d to engage in the importing business, deal

ing \Vith his friends in Amsterdam. 

In spite of the .f'act that he now had. opprtunity for study, 

that he was successful in his nevi work and had the support and 

admirat ion of the entire community, and that -- with the addi

tional income from his trading -- he was financially well otf, 
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Emden longed to leave the CO)lmunity. The:re wer.e many disad

vantages in his residing there. He and his entire family were 

beset by illness again and again, and this, Emden thought, was 

due to bad environmental conditions: the faulty air, food, and 
99 

water supply of the community. nis wife, in particular , suf-

fered from sickness, and it 1Ras even necessary to send her to 

Amsterdam and to Leyden for medical attention for a breast ail-100 

ment. Emden saw, too, that there were few educational or eco-

nomic opportunities for his children in this small community, and 

he sent his eldest son -- a. lad of thirteen -- to Ungarisch-Brod, 

to his grandfather, where a marriage was arranged for him with 

the daughter oI' a prominent Polish merchant. Jacob's wife left 

Emden for Ungarisch-Brod, at this time, to attend the marriage 

of the eldest so~, and she did not rejoin him until he established 
101 

his residence at Altona sometime later. 

Several other incidents occurred at this time which but 

ad~ed to Emden's desire to leave his post. Reb Jonathan Levy, 

who h&d been on .friendly terms with Jacob since their first con

fl~ct, again became incensed at him when .$rod.en re.t'Used to approve 

some action of Re~ Jonathan's son-in-law . As a result, Reb Jona-

t han tried to have Emden's salary withheld and to arouse animos

ity against h.1.m among the congregants. At this tUie, hows ver, 

Reb Jonathan bees.me involved in legal difficulty with the civil 

authorities because he had made certain illegal utterances against 

t hem in the synagogue . J acob was summoned to give testimony re-
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garding the case, and when he re.fused to testify against Reb 

jonathan and the latter was released, the breach between the two 

was healed once more. The anguish resulting from the contro

versy, however, gave additional impetus to Jacob's determination 102 
to leave. 

Yet another incident ocourred which strengthened that de-
103 

cision. In the summer of 1732, about one-half' year be.t"ore Em-

den• s departure for Altona, several men ma.de their way to the 

community of Emden, posing as charity collectors. They had come 

from Minsk and maintained t hey were hard-pressed and needy. 

They had in their possession bogus letters and false credentials 

which they declared were written by the leaders ot the community 

of Blinsk and were meant to be delivered to various OO?mnunit1es 

in order to raise .funds. The letters indicated tbat these men 

were authorized charity oolleotors for t he Minsk CO?!llttUnity, and 

since their credentials seemed genuine, they were received with 

honor and r espect L--i all t he oownunities they had visited, both 

by- Sephardic and Ashkenazic .Je\vs alike. When these men arrived 

in Emden one or the group said th.at he was related to .Jacob Em

den, but t he latter was suspicious cf the men's claims and 

doubted the authenticity of their credentials. ne also suspected 
104 

them of being followers or a Sabbatian cult. A f ew days after 

these men had come t o the city, Emden was visited by his uncle, 

R. Benja~in of Grad.no, Lithuania, a town near Minsk. Emden re

lated to him the story told by the "charity-collectors" and 
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learned from his uncle that their representations were false. 

Enden then endeavored to disclose the fraud, but the "collectors" 

had so completely won over the community that Emden's charges 

were not believed. 3ven E~de~ 1 s staunchest friends and supporters 

ref'used to credit his accusations, and became antagonistic to 

him, while the "collectors" suc0eeded in gathering f'unds even 

in Emden ' s own community. Reali~tng that he could not prevent 

their money-collection there, Jacob decided to try to trap them 

elsewhere . Obtaining a copy of their credential!! from the men, 

Emden sent the!!l to Altona to Moses Hagis, who at that time was 

still a friend and supporter. Emden wrote Hagis to investigate 

the mat t er ca.refUlly and to try to verify the statements and 

signatures. There were t~en many recent immigrants from Lith

uan ia l iving in Altona , and whan t he letter reached Hagis, he 

showed it to a certai::i wealthy ::ian , :.i foruar rastden t of r.11nsk 

v1hose 1va:.ne hap · ened to be aff'i.xed to the credentials . When this 

ma.n saw the letter, he disclained any con·nection with it and em

phasized the fact that h is signature had been forged. E~den re

ceived a reply fr~ Ha g!s containing t his information which he 

at once transmitted to the me'!lbers of his community. They still 

ref'used to be convinced, however , of t~e fraudulent character 

of tile "charit y-collectors ." Emden t hen warned the men not to 

atter.rp t to collect an:r f'u:rt~1e ::- f\n:ls, ')a:- ti cul arly i n Altona; 

but they disregarded his war'!'ling. When they reached Altona, they 

v1ere siezed by representatives of t he Jewish coriununlty and ar

r ested. After serving a jail sentence, t hey were relea sed in 
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disgrac~ . The fact t hat Emden' s friends had refused to accept 

his warn i ng and had pr eferred to t rust these f'raudulent men was 

a sour ce of pain to h im and .furthered h is desire to leave the 

community. 

All the aforementioned f a ct ors, the ~armful climate of the 

town, t he distrust of J a cob' s f~iends , the opposition of Reb 

J ona than and t he burdens of t l1e r abbinate, plus the fact that 

J acob \'las anxious to go back t o h is nat ive town, forced him to 

act on his wish to leave Emden . n is wife, as we have mentioned, 

had gone t o Ungarisch -Brod several months earlier t o witness t he 

marriage of t heir firs t-born son . Emden h i mself went to Altona 

a t t he end o:f 17:32 . When the Je \7 S of Emden r ealized t hat he had 

dcf~Lit ely de cide :1 to leave t :1e·n, they made every effort to 

di s suade h im; bu t to no avail. Even after he left they consoled 

the~selve s with t he belief ho would remain in Altona for only a 

short time and t hen would r eturn to minister to them. According-

l y , !;:1ey did n ot se l e ct another r abbi, pinning their hopes on his 

r et·i;r n . rte assured t h em t hat t lli s was i~possible and urged them 

t o e lect anoth er rabbi. He declared that he would have no .fur-

t her a ssociation s •Ii th t he r cl.':>bi•rnt e , that even during h i s stay 

i n Emden he had received se ve~al offers from l ar ge comurun1t1es, 

a~c:i a s t:ie town of Frankfurt am i,iain , but he had t ur ned them 

down , choos ing to de vot e himself t o h is s t udies. St i ll, "Ya'abez '" 

ar guments d i d not convince t~em , and some seven years after his 

de~; arture he r e ceived anot her invitation to come back to Emden. 
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He was promised a large salary and complete authority. But he 

agaL'l'l refused, a.11d for a period of ten years the community of 

Emden wa s withou t a rabbi. During all t ha t time they made re-

pef>.teid offer s and invitations to h i m, but withou t eff ect, even 

t hough on several occasions Jacob's financial conditions were 
106 

such as to make their offer very tempting . 

The most significant and important part of Emden' s li:fe 

began after he took up residence in Altona, t he connnu~ity in 

which he s pent the major portion of the balance of his life. 
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Chapter 4 . 

Residence at Altona 

At the end of 1732, "Yaabez 11 made arrangements to leave Em

den for Altona. He shipped his property by boat, and he and h i s 
107 

children \?ent by overland coach . His wife, having gone earlier 

to be present at t he aforementioned wed~1ng of their eldest son, 

joined t:ne f'amily i~1 Altona. O:i arriving a t h is birth-place, :!:m

den was received with honor and r espect b y t~e Altona Jewish com-

mu~ity . Because of his poor health , ~hich made it difficult for 

h i ':l to co to congr egational s ervices, Emde!l requested the com-

munity t o _;:ier:nit h i in to institute a privato synagogue in his 

home. At first, t h is was readil y granted, but later it proved 
108 

a source of considerable con t ~ntion for Em.den . 

At f'irst Moses Rag~t who v1as head of the Portuguese com

~:..mity i n Altona, was very f~iendly with Emden. Hagis it was who 

had rented a home for '!!.Ln, and when Emden ca.,'tle to Altona , liagis 

evinced a deep interest 1n his literary work. They had even ex

changed copies or their manuscripts for mutual criticism. When 

Emden, h owever, asked Hagis to become a member or his private 

synagogue , Hagis expressed disaporoval of such an institution as 

a private chapel, and declered t hat Emden should attend the regu-
109 

lar synagogue. This was t he beginning of a breach in their 

friendship. Relations between t hem were stn : :!.n )d still further 

when later in the year Emden wrote his "LeV.em Shamay1m11 and did 
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not ask Hagis to write an approbation (Haske.mah) for it. Emden 

declared that h is reason for so doing was that he disliked praise, 
110 

and felt that an approbation would not have been genuine. 

Emden had reasons for his conviction that Hagis was not 

sincere, for he saw how hypocritical Hagie was in his friend

ships with other leaders of the community. In particular did 

he demonstrate this hypocrisy i n his dealings with Ezekiel Katz

enellenbcgen, the chief rabbi of the commu!lity, to whom he had 

shovm great admiration in his presence, but of ~hom he spoke 
111 

maliciously under other circu::nstances . Various incidents and 

impressio~s led Emden to suspect Hagis. Further animosity was 

added when certaL~ maligners besmirched Emden's char-a~ter before 
112 

Hagis. 

Although Hagis was definitely hostile to Emden, he concealed 

his f eelings toward him. En1 den was not content to leave matters 

at t hat stage, but determined to bring the issue out into the 

open . One one occasion at a large public wedding, Emden approached 

Hagis and asked him what the basis of his animosity was. At 

first Hagis protested that he bore him no ill-will, but t'inally 

intimated that he was angry because of certain accusations Emden 

had mad6 against hi m in his book , 11Letiem 3hamay1m." Emden denied 

these accusations, and thought that a reconc:!.liation between them 

had been achieved. Later, ho-,1ever , Hagis revealed that he still 

bore t h e grudge as deeply as ever, for 1n hia writings he men-
11:5 

tioned Emden in terms of de r ogation . Emden, in turn, carried 
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on the controversy by answering to these attacks in his work, 
114 

''Asoroh HaleQ.em." This animosity between these former friends 

continued for many years, even until the time when Hagis, as an 
115 

old man, left fo~ Palestine. 

Though this enmity with Hagis marred Emden 's hap, iness in 

Altona, he was given a welcome reception by most of the other 

Jews of Altona. There was still another person, however, who 

apparently was not over j oyed at his arrival. This was the rabbi 

of the community, Ezekiel Katzenellenbogen. The enmity of Katz

enellenbogen against Emden, however, was in the mature of an in-

herited feud, for it was an animosity that had begun with Ellld.en•s 

father, ~al].am Zebi, many years be.fore. When Haham Zebi had been . . 
invited to occupy t he pulpit of t he tbree-ooI!llllun1t1es in 1707, 

it had been Katzenellenbogen •'7ho had enlisted t he support of' Reb 

Baer Col::en against Zebi. As a result of their agitation, Zebi 
116 

had not been accepted by one-half of the community of Altona. 

Now that Zebi's son had com~ to l ive in Altona, :Katzenellenbogen 

was f earf"Ul lest he continue t he right against him. In fact, he 

would have prevented Emden' s coming had he been able at least, 
117 

so Emden avers. 

Desptte t hat apparent ill-feeling that Ezekiel bore against 

him, Emden decided to visit him; although as a new-comer to the 

community, Emden felt that it should have been Katzenellenbogen 

who should have made the first move. The latter recetved him very 

coolly, and t h is reception gr es tly incensed Emden. He attributed 

t '1e coolness to the .fact t hat t he rabbi was i'eartul Emden would 
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deprive h im of part of his income by competing with him in rab-
118 

binlcal and scholarly activities. 

At t h is point in his autobiography, 3mden goes into a 

lengthy description and appraisal of Katzenellenbogen. Nor does 

he treat that worthy ve'I.'y gently. He declares that although he 

had been chief rabbi of the th.ree-oommunitiea for about thirty

f1ve years, he had not been retained in office because of ability, 

but because of influential friends, without whose support he 
119 

would have been unable to hold even the smallest post. Be.f'o1·e 

his coming to the three-communities, Em.den says, Katzenellenbogen 

had lived in Lithuania, where he had not been in the least sue-

cess.ful. He had been foisted upon the three-communities thl-ough 

t he clever, unethical scheming of his father-in-law, Reb Issa.char 

Cohen, who had described him to the Jews of Altona, Hamburg, and 

Wandsbeck as t h e outstanding scholar of Poland. The father-in

law had also hi.red some student s to go about singing the praises 

of the "eminent Polish scholar • 11 (Apparently, "high pressure" 

salesmanship was known in t h ose day s. too.) As a. result of t~is 

enthusiastic praise of Katze~ellenbogen, so Emden declares, t he 

Jews of t he three-co!!'!Ilunities accepted him as r abbi, sight un-
120 

seen. 1i:len he arrived in their midst, they discovered that he 

sta:mnered and was slow of speech, that he was a far from success-

ful teacher, and that even his writings were of an inferior char

acter, consisting primarily of effusive Raska.mot (approbations) 
121 

or other men's writings. The principal reason for his being re-
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tained in office, says Emden , ~as because ~e won the support of 

Reb Baer Cohen, the most powerful lay-leader of the three-com

munities; this he did by catering to every wish of Reb Baer. 

On s everal occasions Emden bitterly disagreed with legal decisions 

made by Katze~ellenbogen -- particularly, in a case involving 

levirate marriage . Because of Emden's opposition, Katzenellen

bogen had issued prohibitions against Ema.en ' s printing his work, 
11
Iggeret Bikkoret," in which he took issue with Katzenellenbogen. 

Accordingly, Emden appeared before a congregational meeting L~ 

Altona, demading that R.Ezekiel justify his position. The latter 

rei'used , and Emden was \'Varned agaL1'lst carrying the .fight any 

further. Emden complied with this admoniti.,n until a:f'ter R. 

~zekiel ' s death. Then he published a book ~hioh contained full 
12:? 

details of his opposition to Katzenellenbogen 1 s administration . 

Because or the latte:r' s deficient knowledge , his servility to 

wealthy lay leaders , his venality in accepting bribes, t h e com

munity of Hamburg decreed that it would 110 longer take any of its 

l egal cases to him, nor accept his decisions. His jurisdiction 

for some years, therefore, was l imited to t he co!!l!llunities of Al-
123 

tona. and Wanisbeck. Emden co:itinues his tirades against Katz-

enellenbogen at great length, pointing out his intellectual liini-
124 125 

t ations, his fondness for strong drinlc and rood, the manner in 

which he mulcted gifts and bribes from his people on every occa-
126 

sion, and h is ludicrous efforts to serve as a cantor for the com-
127 

mu..'1ity . All of these short~:nings of the •nan, says Emden, brought 
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the of fice of chief raboi of t~e three- co'Yll'llunities into low 

repute. 

Emden had incurred the en.mity of still another leader in 

the three-communities, namely, Joel Shaav to whom we have pre-
128 

viously referred. When Emden had come to Hamburg on his earlier 

travels to dispose of the books left by hia father, ~apam Zebi, 

he had stayed at the home of Reb Baer Cohen. This act had 

aroused the bitter resentment of Joel Shaa v, who was an enemy of 

Reb Baer. After Baer's death, shortly before Emden's removal 

to Altona, Joel Shaav had been appointed one of the lay-leaders 

of th~ Ashlcena~ic section of the Altona cO'lll!l.U.'1ity. When Em.den 

came to Altona, Shaav found opportunity to show his hostility 

to him. On the advice of Moses 3 agis, ~ho at first was friendly 

to Yaabez, Emden paid Shaav a visit. The lat~er, despite Emden's 

gesture of friendliness, persisted in his hostile attitude, and 

derionst:r ated his hostility by prohibiting Emden's private con

gregati on from meeting on those particular months that he ( Shaav) 
129 

was in aut hority over some of the communal affairs. Not only 

did Shaav oppose Emden in the matter of t'.le congregation, but 

he also atte~pted to interfere witn his business activities, and 
130 

in m~ny ways tried to force Emden out 0£ the community. 

Though Emden was involved i n these disputes with certain 

individuals, on the whole the peoryle of Altona favored and re-

spe cted him. Even many WLO had been iniI!lics.1 toward his father, 

now manifested friendly interest in him -- particularly, the 
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far.11:1..y of Reb Baer Cohen. As evidence of their respect and 

admiration, each Sukkot t he co:::nmunity would pura:hase an "eth

rog" for him. This friendly attitude on the part of the com

munity continued until t he time t hat .Jonathan Eybeschuetz ap-
131 

peared in Altona as rabbi of the tbree-coT!nllunities. 

Emden• s sources of income a t this time wer e varied, but 

the amount was not great. He served as "Mohel, 11 !'or which he 

was sometimes ps.id, al t hough 'he was usually- reluctant to ac-
132 

cept money for the service . ~a dealt in jewelry and general 
133 

mercha.'l'ldise which a f'riend sent hin from England. From time to 

th1e, too, 'he enjoyed t he bene,1olen ce of' t he wealthy Norden 
134 

family in Amste rdam and an unidentified f r iend in London. These 

last-named two sources stopped, however, in 1740. Aside f rom 

t -i1s, h is wife engaged in money- lending, and through small loans 

to neighbors , supple!!lented t:ie Emden i ncome. Emden himself 

looked upon this particular business with some misgiving, how-
135 

ever . Although some time e.ft er hi s arrival Emden had secured a 

r oyal permit to e stablish a printing establishment, and from 

time to t l!ne did publ i sh his own works, t his activity did not 

pro\•ic.le him wlt:1 any con sid'.>r ·.i')le part of his income. It served, 
136 

r at her , as a ~eans of furthering h is scholarly interests . 

Shortly after his arrival in Altona, a son was born to 
137 

Emden , wh om he na..med in honor of h is father, Zeb1. On t he oc-

casion of h is son's circu1.1cision , "Em.den held a great f east and 

invited all t he leaders of t he co!:llllunity . Rabbi Ezekiel Katz-

enellenbogen s erved as 11Sandek11 on t he occasi on. Two years 
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later his wife bore hira another daughter on the holiday of Purim, 
138 

and in honor of the season he named her Esther. A little more 

t han a. year later his wife bore another dailghter, but both wife 

and infa.nt died. T1:11s was a source oi' bit t er grief to Jacob, 

tor he had had great aCl'nira t ion and affe ction for h i s wife Rachel, 

i n sp i te of the poverty Uld ill-feeling he h ad experienced on her 

behalf wh ile they were still living in Unga.risch- Brod. During 

t he later yea rs of the ir marriage he had discovered her great 

busine ss ability, and she h a.J b een of' real as f: istance to him in 
139 

t he L1a intenance of t h e f amily. 

The death of his wife, on Rosh Hodesh Te.mmuz, 1739, brought 

Em.l~n into t h e .firs t ope::i co"'lf lict with the Altona co:nununity. 

On t he occasion of his ·1111.re 1 s fu~~eral, c ert:3.in of the leaders of 

t he co~~Qunity had i~sisted that h e pay a spacial burial fee re-

quired of non-meinbers of t h e community. They refuse d to permit 

t h e bur ial to ta.lrn place until the fee was paid. Shortly af'ter

wards, Emden appeared before t he communi ty leaders and insisted 

t ha t they dete r ;nine h is status . Was he to consider hir:1self' a 

membe r of the co!nmunity or a stranger ? After a heated contro

versy, especially wit h the nephei.·1 of Joel SQ.a.av, Reb Jokel Husan, 

the issue was decided in Emden' 9 favor and he \'fas accepted as a 

full-fle dged membe r of the co:n!:1\L."lity. His fee was ret·urned to 
140 

him . 

A short time before his wife's death, Emden had sent away 

h is s e cond son , Meshalem Zalman, since he saw no opportunities 
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tor economic advancement or suitable marriage tor him 1n Altona. 

Although the boy was only eleven years old, Emden sent him first 

to Glogau and then to Poland, where a suitable match was arranged 

for him. The boy had shown great scholarly interests, and it 
141 

was with regret that Emden let him depart. 

Immediately ~ter the death of his wife, Emden was be

sieged by "shadohan1m," who tried to arrange another marriage 

f'rom him. He was made offers in behalf ot the daughter or the 

rabbi of Mannheim, and by representat ives of a wealthy wi1ow or 

Prague, but Jacob retused to be interested 1n them. At this time, 

t oo, Emden's brother, Ephraim, of Lemberg, and his brother-in

law, Rabbi Aryeh Loeb, rabbi of Glo~au (later, rabbi in Amsterdam) 

decided to attempt to arrange a match between Jacob and his niece, 

t he d aughter of Ephraim. They wrote Emden accordingly, but took 
142 

no further action. In the meant i me, another friend of Emden's 

from t h e community of Halberstadt told him of a certain woman 1n 

t hat community, daughter of one of t he merchants. He described 

her i n the most glowing terms. She was, he sai d, attractive , 

i nte lligent, and of excellent lineage. Emden was impressed, a..~d 

a match was arranged. 

Three-fourths of a year after the death of his first wife, 

on Rosh Hodesh Nisan of 1?40, Emden married his second wife, 
143 

Sarah, of the community of Halberstadt. Although he received a 

dowry of 1500 reichstaler and gifts from Reuben Norden of Am
soon 

ster dam and his friends in London, Emden was/embroiled in finan-
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cial difficulties. He attempted to continue the loan business 

begun by his first wife, for he thought that his second wife, 

daughter of a merchant, would have a keen business sense and 

would be able to assume the responsibility of this work while 

he devoted his time to his studies . He was doomed to disappoint

ment, for his wife was devoid of financial ability and Emden was 

forced to take over most of the work of the loan-business. Nor 

did it prosper. Not only did Emden fail to profit on the various 

loans he made, but he lost most of his prin::ipal and was in-
144 

volved in endless litigation besides. 

Aside from financial difficulties, Emden's life for the 

next few years was burdened with much other unhappiness. In 

1740 his son,Zebi Hirsch, a boy of seven, was stricken with 

pneumonia and died. It was the prelude to a. whole siege of 

sickness and death for the Er.id.en family. Jacob's wife bore him. 

twin daughters, one of whom died. The following year she bore 

a.not:'ler daughter who likewise passed away. The next year she 

bor~ him a son, and this boy, as well as another son of hers 

from her first husband, died. She herself passed away on Rosh 
145 

Hodesh Ader, 1743, after the fourth year or their marriage. 

This unbroken chain of misfortu..~e beoame too much for 

Emden, e.nd shortly ai'ter hi~ wife's death, he, too, became crit

ically ill. When the doctors despaired of his life, the syna

gogues 1n the three-communities demonstrated their affection for 

him by offering up prayers in his behalf. This was on the fif

teenth of Shebat, 1743. That day marked the turning-point in 
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his illness and he was soon O'!'l the road to recovery. From that 

year onward he observed the fifteenth of Shebat as a h oliday 
1 46 

every year, and he gave a spe cial banquet for the poor. 

When news of the death of Emden 1 s second wife reached Em

den ' s brother, Ephraim, who was at that time attending t he annual 

fair at Frank.furt a . d . Oder, h e immediately came to Alton a to 

see if it were possi ble now to arrange a marriage for h is daugh

ter, Emden ' s niece . Emden consent ed t o the match and in the 

mid11e of the month of Kislev, 1743, J acob married his niece, 
147 

Bithi0J1 Zibiah. Emden was ccn3iderably incensed over t he fact 

that Rabbi Kat zenellenbogen de''la'!'lded a fee for performing t h e 

marriage ceremony - - "particula.!"ly," says :Zmden , "since he had 

already derived a consi'dera.ble sum from me for my t wo pr evious 
J-48 

marr i ages . " 

In t he fir st year of r:mden ' s marriage to !lis n i ece, she had 

a miscarriaiJ;e. The following year , however, s he bore him a son 

\?h on he named i1lorde cai. 1'l1ls s on , though, only l ived for a year 

a.~d a half. Several years l ater another 3on , Judah , was born to 

Emden, on the eighth day of Cheshbon, 1751, and from h i m Emden 
149 

·ieri vP.d much sl3.tisfaction because of h i s scholarly abi lities. 

At t h e t ime o:f his frird r;iarriage Enden was in dire fina.n-

ci al cil"cu:nsta...•ces . 7ii t h t he Sr.lall dovn"y t hat he received from 

his brot her , he sent to London to purchase j ewelry and trinkets , 

but r eceived inst~ad a oargo of tobacco, which for t :ie mos t part 

he v1as unable to d is1Jose o:f. T~1is v;as characteristic of his 

b·.lSiness dealings for some time , so that he was very unsuccessful 
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150 
in t i1.ese com.111arcial pursu its. l:e now r e c e ived financial aid, 

however , from a certain Reb Mo se.s Emden who assisted h i m to ob

tiiLt\ a governmental permit t o open a prL11t tng establishment, to 
151 

which we have p reviously referred . This SJ.me Reb Mo ses Emden 

also established h im in a t ea ard pepper business, providing 

p ersonal f unds for ta~ ~erchand1se . He later with drew h is as-

s istance , however, when he saw it was necessary virtually to run 
152 

t h e business for inept Jacob . 

Having obtained a royal permit for printing , Emden now be

giL1 to devote c ons iderable attent ion to writing and publ ish ing. 

:~e -:)ought nec essary equipment f'rom Amsterda:n a..'1.d began t he work 

of :;>rinting a Sidd.u1•. In t :lis boc ic, called " Ammude Shamayim," 

.Emden included va r ious laws ~n:l customs and he emphas ized t he 

state::ie ::its o f ce1•tain te i:. cher s in t h e :Mishnah wh o put bank ing 

9...'1:1 ,.10ney- chs.nging in an unflivo:c•s.ble l ight . Saveral Jewish 

ban!~er~ of t 11e three -co:mnun ities ~1eard of t hese insinuations , 

L"lt; t ?ie book . ·rrnen these me::-1 a_::r eared b efore Re.bbi Katzenellen 

::ioJ en s.nd before ot her l eaders of t h e community and pr esent ed 

the i r grie van ce , Katzenellen~ogcn demanded that Emde n submit a 
153 

c opy of t h e mar;uscrip t to a " Bet - Din 11 for examination. Emden 

resented t :1is since · 1~ 'Laj a royal p ermi t for printing and Katz

ene1lenbogen hims e lf h a d p r evi·') i.lSly gra..'l'l t ed. 8..1'1 ''Haskam~bi' for 

the book . Emden c ontinued printing t h e Siddur even while i t was 

being mre stigated, for t h e L'westiGating commi ttee proceeded 
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very slo'.'lly i n their work. Even aft er Emden :iad finished print

ing t~e book, in 1748, the committee had not ye t pr esented their 

report. Fina lly, in 1749, they decided not to prohi~it t he 

dist ribution of the Siddur , but they did send Emden a l ong list 

of errata which t hey claimed wer e present i n the book . He de-

n ied t he existence of t~ese err ors and eve~ wrote a r esponse to 
154 

their ch s.r ge s . He d.id not pr int his answer, however. 

Although Emden had encou11tered much opposition in the 

pr i nting of his Siddur , h e decide0 to cont i nue the work by wr:i!t

ing a second part to it , called ia gdal Oz, 11 i n which he included 

!:l.!': e t h ical t reut ise known as ''Be t 1f.idot . '' From the very outset, 

i n 1748, he encountered op, osit i on , and ac cordingl y , he worked 

wi t h gre &t haste 1Jo complete t he work, resorting, t :ierefore, to 

an extensive use or abbreviations which became characteristic 
155 

of his later writing. In spite of his ef~orts to complete the 

work in a hurry, it was inter~upted and he was ~orced to aoandon 

it. The event whicl~ made it necessary for him to interrupt his 

work was the most significant a~d colorf'ul of his career, namely, 

his controversy with Rabbi Jonathan Eybeschuetz. 



- 55 -

Chapter~ 

The Emden-Eybeschuetz Controversz 

Although Emden treats tbis controversy in a very cursory 

fashion in his autobiography, since, as he says, he has dealt 

with it exhaustively 1n other works , it played such a prominent 

part .in his life, beginning with the year 1751, and it is ao 

vital to an understanding of much of his activity, it is neces

sary to describe the events or the conflict in detail. 
157 

Jonathan Eybeschuetz was born in Cracow, Poland, in 1690. 

Eybeschue tz was the descendant of a long line of Kabbalistic 

sc'.hol a.rs , which may , in part , explain his own affinity to that 

esoteric study . Ris father was Nathan-Nata Eybes~huetz, who at 

one time served as rabbi for t he Sea-port to1f?l of Eibenschitz, 
158 

or Eybeschuetz, whence Jonatha..~ derived his name. 

Eybesehuetz had a keen, retentive memory, and early in 

life evinced interest in both Talmudic and Kabbalistic subjects. 

~is inte r est in the latter was due to his innate antipathy to 
159 

the gloomy ult,ra-piety of the German Polish Jews. He did not, 

howeve1" , de~lare himself as being anti-rabbinical, either be-

cause h is convictions in t '1at :- c, s~e ct ·nere not sincere, or be-

eause of weakness of charecter. His life, therefore, represented 

a constant wavering between Tal.mudism and Kabbalism. Yet, 1n 

spite of this, his knowledge and f8l'l!ily prestige gained him many 

follOY1ers . 
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In 1710 Eybeschuetz married the daughter ot the chiet-rabbi 

or Prague, Rabbi Isaac Spira. For several years following this, 

he lived in Bamburg with Mordecai Cohen, his wife's grandfather. 

In 1714 he went to Prague, where he made his home, and in 1728 
160 

he became preacher and Book-censor of that oonmnmity. He soon 

won the suspicion of the Jews of that community, however, for 

they felt that he had leanings toward Sabbatianism, but in 1725 

he skilf'ul ly diverted their suspicions by taking an oath publio-
161 

lj" and declaring that the accusation was false. In spite of this 

act, he retained his interest 1n Kabbala and Sabbatianism, as he 
162 

confessed to his former teaaher, Meir or Eisenstadt. Although 

his public oath and his learning impressed many of the Prague 

Jews with his sincerity, his associations with the Jesuits of 

that community -- who were not friendly to the Jews -- gradually 
163 

aroused t he resentment of a large number of Jews. He had re-

ceived permis3ion from the Bishop of Prague to print an edition 

of the Talmud, provided he eX?l.Lnged any word or expression in it 

t hat was directed against Christianity, and accordingly, he be

gan publication of the Talmud between the -years 1728 and 1739. 

This aet raised a storm of protest among Jews not only 1n Prague, 

but also 1n Frankfort a. M. , where the Jews, at the instigation 

of Moses Hagis, petitioned the e!!lperor to bsn the Prague Talmud 

of Eybeschuetz . Recognizing this resentment, Eybeschuetz deter

iuined to leave the Prague cor.ununity, and he applied for a post 

in the community of Metz. He vias refused the position at f irst, 
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oecause of rumors of his heresy, but a few years later, when 

the pul pit was again open, he applied and was elected. Tb.is was 
164 

in 1741. 

During the first years of b is incumbency in Metz, Sybe

sohuetz was extremely popular, and when an~ther pulpit was of

fered him 1n 1746, the Metz community insisted that he remain 

with t~em. Shortly afterwards, t hough, as in Prague, he began 

to lose f avor even among his closest friends, such as Nehemiah 
• 

Reischer, who had been largely responsible for his election to 

the Metz post. Rare, too, suspicions about him regarding his 

affiliations with Sabbatian cults made his position anything 

but agreeable, and he began looking a.~xiously tor an opening 
155 

i n soine other COiruT1uni ty. 

When Ezekiel Katzenell.enbogen, chief rabbi ot the three

communitie s, died in 1749, Eybeschuetz began an instensive 

campaign to secure that position. Emden's name was also men

tioned as a candidate for the office, and a :few of his friends 

urged him to make some effort to obtain the post. Emden, inde

pendent and proud -- perhaps feeling the position should be his 

by heredity rather than through election, since his father had 

held the high office before -- refused to accept their advice, 

and stated that he would not accept the post even if elected. 

It is questionable if his refusal was entirely sincere, for he 

probably desired the privilege of at least declining the offer. 

'.Vb.en he learned, therefore, that he had received but a few 

votes, and that Jonathan Eybesebuetz had been elected, he was 
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keenly hurt and chagrined. In ell likelihood he gave expression 

to this resentment by nursing a deep lite-long _grudge against 
166 

the recipient ot the otfioe, namely, Jonat~an Eybesohuetz. 

When Eybeschuetz assumed bia office as chief-rabbi of 

Altona, Hamburg, and Wandsbeck in 1750, he tried to win Emden' s 

friendship, showing every kindnes s and consideration toward the 

latter. On the occasion of his installation into office he 

spoke in terms of highest praise of Emden. When the latter's 

Siddur, "Ammude Shamaytm,• apyeared, Eybesobuetz gave the book 

his approval. Emden, however, was not affected by Eybeaohuetz' 

overtures of friendship, and remained coo~.y aloot, anticipating 
167 

that sooner or later a quarrel between them must occur. 

A short time atter Eybeschuetz arrived, the three~c0':".lrnun-

1ties were afflicted by a considerable number of deaths through 

childbirth. In the period of one year eighteen women had died 

in childb:tth, and many prospective mothers, terri.fied by the 

siege of deaths, began aeel:ing magical and supernatural ways of 

preventing such tragedies. Eybeschuetz prepared amulets (or 

•Kameot) for them for the purpose of exoro1sing spirits from them. 

He had distributed similar amulets while in Metz and Frankfort 

a . M., and the women of tbe three-co!!tll1un1ties had heard of them 
168 

and requested them for their own protection. 

Not long afterwards, reports reached Altona from Frankfort 

that t hose amulets which Eybeschuetz had distributed there were 
169 not of the usual nature, but were heretical in character. One 
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of these amulets was opened in Altona and it was tound to oon-
170 

tain references, see:mingly, to Sabbetai Zevi. Despite the tact 

that some ot the words had been altered by a change ot position 

of some of the letters, it appeared fairly clear that reference 

was made therein to Sabbeta1 Zevi. 

One ot the amulets was brought to Emden, 1!1.o was asked to 

examine its contents and determine whether or not it was of an 

heretical character. Emlen at first refused to pass judgment 

on the matter, and only after t he urging ot certain ot the Jew

ish leaders ot Altona and a promise trom them of complete secre

cy regarding the matter, did he agree. When he had read the con

tents of the amulet he was convinced ot their heretical char-

acter and revealed his suspicions to these men; but he once more 
170a 

adjured them to keep silent about it. Emden questioned the ex-

pediency of pursuing the case further, for he recognized that 

Eybeschuetz had a t !'emendouE following -- some twenty thousand 
171 

di sciples, it was said. His request, however , was disregarded 

and, immediately atterwards, t he matter ~as given full public-

ity in the three-communities. As soon as the affair, and Emden's 

opinion, were made known, Guiseppe Cohen, a follower of Eybeschuetz, 

came to Emden 1 s home and a~ke:l h im to retract h is words. Emden 

replied that he had made no charges about the authorship of the 

amulets , but had merely declared that ther were of heretical 
172 

character. The leaders of the three-communities, despite the 

fact that they were not anxious to air t he matter, decided to 
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appoint an investigating committee, and they met with Emden on 

February 2, 1751. At that meeting Emden was very reluctant to 

declare the guilt or innocence of Eybeschuetz, pleading that 

he was too 111 to be involved in controversy. The community 

was not satisfied with that reply, however, and on the ninth of 

Shebat, 1751 (February 4), Emden made a speech 1n his synagogue 

in which he declared that the aut h or of the amulets was unques

tionably guilty of heresy, that h e did not accuse Eybeschuetz 

of having written them, but that Eyebeschuetz owed it to himself 

and the community to make a public declaration of his innocence, 
17:3 

if he were not guilty. When Guiseppe Cohen (who was Eybe-

schuetz' uncle- by marriage} heard of this speech, he immediately 

went to t~e officers of the community and belabored Emden and 

his utterance at great length. On the basis of this the council 

dec~eed on February 7 that Emden's synagogue should be closed 

and t hat no one should attend it, under pain or excommunication. 
-thing 

In addition , they prohibited him from printing any/f'urther in 
174 

his publishing house. Th ey had considered Emden's words and ac-

tion as an insult to rabbinical authority, and they felt that by 

prohibiting him f!'om printing anything they would prevent him 

from continuing his attacks against Eyebeschuetz. 

Though Eybeschuetz trus found support among his many dis

ciples , he felt it necessar~ to exonerate himself in the eyes of 

the public at large. o~ February 2D., accordingly, 1n the prin

cipa l synagogu6 of Altona, Eybeschuetz delivered a lengthy sermon 
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in ~hich he swore he was innocent of any affiliations with 

Sabbatianism, and, ~urthermore, that he would excor:imunicate any 
175 

and all persons guilty of such heresy. On many of the Jews this 

solemn declaration made a profound impression, and it even won 

over some of Emden's supporters. A few months later, however, 

f urther letters arrived from tre community of Metz, containing 

additional amulets, the authorsh ip of which Eybeschuetz himself 

had aclmowledged, and whose contents were clearly of a Sabbat-
176 

1~~ ~~aracter. This rent the com.munity even more, and the con-

t r oversy between the two factions became very heated. Emden 

was ordered to leave the comrr.unity, but he refused, and a guard 
177 

was put about his .house for a period of alnost four months. He 

was now supported, however, by t h e community of Metz which was 
178 

convinced of Eybeschuetz' guilt. On the other hand, the antag-

onism again st Emden spread beyond t a e three-communities into 

Poland, w~ere Eybeschue tz had r.la.ny followers, and on the 29th 

of Nisan, 1751, a bull of excommunica tion was issued by Rabbi 
179 

Hayyim of Lublin against Yaabez. In addition to this, great • 
sums of money were expended in Poland to disseminate propa

ganda in Eybeschuetz' behalf. 

On May 14, 1751, the ooni'lict between the two f actions 

actually reached the point of physical violence. A riot oc

C'LU'l'ed l:i the synagogue in Altona v1bioh was of' such severity 

t hat it was necessary for police to be surmnoned and eject the 
180 

ring-leaders. 
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Shortly ai"ter this outbreaJ: of violence, threats were made 

against Emden's life and he decided to leave Altona for Amsterdam, 
181 

leaving his wife end children behind. His wife was ordered by 

t he council of Altona not to dispose of any of Emden's property, 
182 

since a dam.age suit had been brought against him by Eybeschuetz . 

~mden was received with courteous hospitality in Amsterdam. 

Pe:l"haps it was the fear that Emden 1 s influence i n Amsterdam 

would be used against him, which inspired Eybeschuetz shortly 

afterwards to write a circular letter to all his toll~wera in 

Germany, Poland, and Italy, ask ing them to remain loyal to his 
123 

cause . 

Irritated by Eybesohuetz 1 l etter and also by the excommuni

cat ion that Rabbi Hayyi m of Lublin had issued against Emden and . 
his followers, two prominent rabbis now took up Yaabez' cause, 

n8.!llely , Rabbi Joshua Falk of Frankfurt a. M. and Rabbi Samuel 

Heilmann of Metz. These t wo rabbis, together with other promi

nent leaders, challenged Eybeschuetz to clear himself of all the 

charges that ~ad been made against him. Eybeschuetz declined to 
184 

accept t he challenge. By t h is time the controversy had reached 

such propor-tions that even the attention of the gentile popula

tion was called to it. Nor did t he af :fatr raise the dignity ot 

t he Jews in ti:le eyes of their Christian neighbors, for 1n some 

r egions -- particularly Poland -- it was carried on 1n an undigni

fied ~anner with bribery, spies, treachery and violence being em-
185 ployed by both sides. Furthermore, after some months, in February 



- 53 -

or 1752, agitation was begun by Rabbis Falk and Heilmann to in

stitute excommunication against Eybeschuetz and all his followers. 

In consequence of this action, almost every Jew was under ban -

either as a follower of Emden, or as a supporter of Eybesobuetz. 

The effectiveness of the ban as a disciplinary weapon in Jewish 
186 

life, it has been said, began to decline from this time. 

At this point in t he controversy, the scene shifts from 

the Jewish courts to the secular courts, just as in the quarrels 

of E~nen 's father, ?~am Zebi, it had been necessary to resort 

to t he gentile courts. The innnediate cause tor bringing t he 

controversy into t~e courts of the King of Denmark was occasioned 

' by a change of heart on the part of one of Eybesohuetz followers. 

The l at t er had been expelled fro~ the council of Altona and 

threatened with banish.ment when it was discovered that his sympa

thies were not entirely with Eybeschuetz. In resentment against 

the action taken toward him, he had turned to the ruler of Hol

stein, King Fraederick V of Den.mark, and had brought charges of 

heresy and cruelty against Eybeschuetz and his party. The trial 

was not marked by smoothness, and there \'Vas bitterness and ani-

mosity displayed by both groups. During the entire course of 

the trial Emden's interests had been upheld by his followers, 

since he himself was in Amsterdam. Ris absence did not really 

constitute a serious disadvant£ge to his case, for on July 30, 
187 

1752, t'1.e court decided in Emden' s favor . The council of A.l tona 

was sev~rely censured for its illegal and harsh treatment of Em-
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den and was fined one hundred re i chsthaler. Emden was granted 

permission to return to Altona, and the use of his printing press 

and private synagogue were restored to him . Eybesehuetz was de

prived of his authority as rabbi of the Hamburg connnunity for a 

peri od of three vears and was or dered to clear himself' with re-- ~188 

g~rd to the amulet s. 

On the 15th of Ab , 1752, after fourteen months of resi-

dence in An!sterdam, Emden r e t ul'ned to Altona. He was enthusi-

a.st i cally ret.aived by his followers, and his joy was increased 

by t :-ie f e.ct that on t he ver ! d G.y of h is arrival the edict re-

moving Eybeschuetz f1~om aut!lo.,, .:. t;: over t he comuruni ty of Hamburg 
189 

wen t into effect . There was one source of irritation for him, 

bo•ne ·1er, in that his entire case against Eybeschuetz had been 

carried on while he was a\vay, and h e felt t hat his .friends had 

been negligent in not demanding r eparat i on from Eybesc~uetz in 

h i s beha lf. Even now he we. s anxious to r e Jpen the case and de-

rnand. da:nages from Eyb esc:iuetz, b;.it :1is fri~nds advised agai:::ist 

it . :-le yielded to t h ei.r arg uments , but later r egretted t he fact 

that he h ad accepted L 1elr op inion, for he felt that Eybesohuetz 1 

revival in powe r after this t r ial was due entirely to his (Em-
190 

den ' s ) failure to prosecute th e ease still further . 

Emden, now safely at home and vi ndicated, listened to the 

ur gi:J.gs of his friends and pr epared a general letter t o be dis

t :ribut ed among the va riou s r- :;;.'!:l'..:Jis , in Vlhioh he set for t!'l h i s po

sition i n the controversy7
91

rn addition to this , he also pub-
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Ushed s. history of Sabbetai Zebi and his followers, in which 

the imp lication was clear t:ha.t it had been the Eybeschuetz con-
192 

troversy which had inspireo. its having been written. This latter 

piece of literature Emden produced in the tace of the government 

decree that nothing further should be published against Eybe-
193 

schuetz. 

Eybesohuetz did not remain i!'lactive during this interval. 

He fe lt that he was in a precar~ous position, indeed and decided 
' 

u;ion rat her desperate :nea sure s . He allied himself with a certain 

a-o~ t e.te JeVl, Charles Anton, w:io, formerly under the name of Moses 

Gerson Cohen, h ad been a student of Eybeschuetz 1 • Anton, after 

:. i s ba;t is!ll, h a d been appointed by the Duke of Brunswic'!.'. as 

r'6<-• -: :1' :~~ :ie'::>r ew in He1-mstadt. !le possesse d considerable influ-

a01ce ·:1 ~':; !1 t'.1e autt-iorities. t:ybe schuetz went to him to request 

hi·~ to write , i !l Ge rman, l:!. vindication of his (Eybesohuetz') con-

duct and to praise h i s works and character, and, at the same 

t b e, to vilify Emden . The book wa s written in accordtpice 

with Eybeschuetz' instructio;l.:; , and , so some alleged, at his 
194 

dictation. The book sought to show tha t Sabbat1an1sm had oom-

pl 6t ely disapr eared and t hat there was no Jew in the world who 

believed any longer 1n the N.essianic claims of Sabbata1; cert

ainly not a learned man of Eybeschuetz' character. The book was 

dedicated to the King of Denmark and hin•ted that he should ex-
195 

onerate Eybeschuetz as a..~ innocent victim. 
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Through t he eff orts of a fl"iend of' Eybesohuetz who was a 

Jewish agent at the court ot King Frederick V of Denmark, t he 

book was brought to the attention of the princess of Brunswick, 

now queen. The latter was impressed by the merits of the Eybe

schuetz' defense, and as a result of her infl uence a decree was 

issued in February, 1753, restori.ng most of Eybesohuetz' power 

to him with the notable excep tion of' his judicial authority. In 

addition, it was declared that t here should be no 1'urther conti-
·195 

nuat!o:'l of this controversy. At the suggestion of the govern-

ment, however, a poll was tad:e~ of the communit7 to determine 

its attitude tows.rd the two men and it resulted in Eybeschuetz ' 
197 

f avor. Though Eybeschuetz a~parently was being vindicated, his 

statu s among part of the Je,1ish population .iid not improve even 

with t~is gover~"llental edict a:td vote. The leaders of t he oppo-

sition, a~d certain men who had deserted his group , were more 

anxious than ever now to prove to the king that his vindication 

ot Eybeschuetz was not well grounded. Accordingly, the three 

rabbis: Aryeh Loeb of Amsterdan, Joshua Falk of Fra..'lkt'urt a. M.
11 

and Samuel Heilmann of Metz laid before the Altona Jewi sh council. 
198 

a demand to consideI' Eybeschuetz as excommunicated. With great 

diff iculty the council of Altona finally convinced Eybeschuetz 

to submit h is case be£ore an impartial rabbinical court and yield 
199 

t o its decision. Then followed :.1 lo::ic; pa:'."i od o! -.vrangling over 

judges satisf'aetory to both groups. Emden 1 s group insisted t hat 

Joshua Fallr and his colleagues serve; Eybeschuetz desired, at 
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various times, to submit the case to t h e rabbis of Constantin

ople or to the Synod of the Four Countries of Poland {Vaad Arba 

Arazot). He had reason to feel he would get more than fair 

treatment from t he latter body, for some ttme later that organ

ization barred all writings derogatory to Eybeschuetz from being 
20 0 

distributed i n the Four Countr ie s . When i t b ecame apparent to 

the king that it was impossible to have t h e case definitely and 

finally declded by the Jewish courts, t he king determined on an-

other course of action. He s~bnitted t he entire matter to a 

group of Christtan professors and t heolog i ans wh o wer e t o make 
201 

a f inal de cision regarding the amulets. 

Vll1.en Eybeschuetz learned of the king' s plan he became sOllle

what u!lea sy as to its :JOSsible outcome and tor the t1rst time 1n 

his career turned to literar-:r defense. I n June of 1755 he wrote 

hi s first work, a defense of his actions, oall ed "LU}tot Edut" 

(The Tables of Testimony). It was written dispas sionately, but 
202 

with e very intention to justify himself . 3mden regarded t he 

book as or an extremely infe r ior charaoter and full of deliber-
203 _I 

ate falsif ioation. aut , although he deolared Jle worlt unworthy 

of answer, he i :nmediate ly proceeded t o write suoh an answer -

n~ely, his "Sheb1rat Luhot ha-Awen" (The 3reaking of the Tables 
~ 

ot Iniquity), in whi c?l ha s t r ives to expose the ignorance and 
204 

folly of Eybeschuetz as reveale•l 1n h i s "L~ot Edut." His 

answer was very abusive and venomous of expression, and it at

tacked not only Eybeschue t z but al so t h ose other rabbis who were 
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his f'ollo\ters. Becau se or the vicious tone of the writing, the 

answer of Emden did not achieve what he hSd hoped tor, but it 

merely created resentment among many fair-minded men who were 

neutral in the whole controversy. 

Whether it was due to this work or due to the fact that 

Emden was publishing another oook supposedly :f'urther to derogate 

Eybeschuetz ' character ("Akizat Ekrob"), Eybeschuetz' followers 

determined on more violent action age.inst him. Through a ruse, 

that of sending a boy to purchase a copy of the book, "Akizat 

Ekro~' from Emden (the printing of which book was against the 

la,v, since the court had ordered t!lat nothing turther about the 
205 

amulet controversy or against Eybeschuetz should be published), 

Eybeschuetz' followers obtained a searc..li-warrant from the "Ober

Pra~sident" to invade Emden 's house and sieze all material of' a 

suspicious nature for f'urtr.er investigation. On the third of 

Ab, 1755, a band of marauders came to Emden's home in the com

pany of governmental officE:rs. They dealt ro1lghly with Emden, 

his wife {who was with child at t i1e time), and with his print-

ing assistant, Moses Bohn. T'ney hunted every corner of the 

house, siezed his books and private letters, and tampered Yith 

his printing pre3s. Despite t he suddenness of the occurrence 

and the fact that Emden bad almost no opportunity to hide the 

desired materials, and although the band of men plundered almost 

everytding, they did not succeed in obtaining the desired evi

dence, but took with them much material that was of no conse-
206 

quence. All of the material siezed was brought to the home of 
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the "Ober-Praesident" Von K\valen. The latter put the case in the 

hands of the councillors of Altona, and attar six months, when 

the witne sses had presented all t heir evidence, a special commit

tee was appointed of three men, at t he head of which was the 
207 

Christian scholar, Professor Steiches. Prior to this investiga-

tion Emden had spent much money in trying to have the council or 
Altona reach a favorable decision ln his behalf, but it had been 

unsuccessful . His failure ~as due, so he alleges, to the fact 
208 

that Eybeschuetz had bribed some of the members ot that body. 

When Steiches and his committee investigated the writings ot 

Emden that had been submitted t o them, they found nothing of 
209 

an incriminat ing character and, accordingly, vindicated Yaabez, 

and his property was returned to him. Eybeschuetz, however, did 

not abandon his efforts to pursue this investigation still .fur

ther . His followers declared to the Altona council now that 

there i'Jas yet another book by Emden, his "Torat ha-Kenaot," 

which s!lould be investigated since it was in violence of t he 

royal edict . The council, therefore, withheld the Steiches de-
210 

cision and Emden's status remained under a cloud. 

At this time there a9peared a publication which benefitted 

Eybeschuetz 1 cause before the King, but harmed him the eyes of 

the Jewish community . The Danish king had asked a certain Chris

tian professor and pastor, David Frederick Megerlin, for his 

opinion in the case. The latter declared that the amulets re

f &r red in some mystical manner, not to Sabbetai Zeb1, but to 
211 

Jesus Christ. He declared that Anton's oook had not presented 
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Eybeschuetz' eause in its true perspeetive. Eybesehuetz, he 

said, "as secretly in s'Y"tlpat hy with Christianity, but dared not 

proclaim himself openly to t he Jewish eommunity; Emden•s opp osi

tion was directed against Eybeschuetz' Christian learning and 

sympathies, he said. He appealed t o Eybeschuetz to resign from 

the rabbinate, express his Christian sympathies openly, and 

permit himself to b e baptized. Megerlin further appealed to 
212 

the Jewish conmrunity to act in similar fas~ion. 

Although the Jewish eonoiu..~ity deeply resented Megerlin's 

wor k , it made a deep impression on King Frederick V of Denmark, 

and aroused h is sympathies in Eybe·Schuetz • behalf. The latter, 

rather t h a."'l completely dis avow t:'.le i mplications of t he book, 
213 

u.s willing to win the k i ng 's sup'}Ort on its be.sis. In t he mid-

dle of Dece~ber, 1756, the king , therefore, ordered another 

poll to be taken to determine whether or not f'ull authority, in-

cludL1g jurisdiction over t h e city of Hamburg, sh ould b e; re

stored to Eybeschuetz . Th e vote , Vlhich Emden implies was of a 
214 

fraudulent character, was favorable to Eybeschuetz. By royal 

edict , t h erefore, Eybeschuetz >Va s restored to complete po'<1er 

over all of t he three communities . His v1otory was ce1ebrated 

with great ceremony during t he festi11al of Hanukkah i n 1756, a 
215 

t:~iu:n;:>hal parade be ing he l d in t he streets of Altona. Although 

minor events continuing t he controversy between Jacob Emden and 

Jone.than Eybeschuetz occurred after this tlme, the gre tttest in

tens:tty of t h e antagonism ter minated with this deeree and eele-
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bration. For s ix years t:ie battle ha.d waged -- f'r om 1750 to 
216 

1756 - - end it ha.d ra~ged in terr i tory fro~ France to Poland. 

The cessation of t h is struggle d id not mean , however , t h at 

Emden ' s life from t::lis time for\'1a.rd wa.s free of controversy. 

on the contrary, to the very e~d of h is l ife h i s days wer e f'illed 

with conflict of some type or other. Of great importance was 

his ;>articipat ion in t he fight a 3a.ins t the Frank ist cult. 
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Chapter 6 . 

Con:flict with t:ie Frankists 

Although Emden doe s not deal in h is autobiography at 

length with his relations with t~e Frankist cult of Poland , he 

~~ce s frequent re fc~ence t o t r.is sect and it is necessary to 

dd scri'Je sor.iet hing o:f the bac,·:;round or t ·:ie movement in order 

to understand a. certain phase of Emden ' s life. 

The fal l of Sabbetai Zebi and his co~version to Mohammedan-

~s·i: did not mar k the end of :1is :.nfluence . In many uncultured 

s1;ct ors J e -:1 s stil l c!unc to t:1c ::. r 'beli e:' tn ':li m. Particular l y 

·-: __ . ·~ ·.i s true in the reg ion of Podolia, PJland, as has already 

Le1..:. 0Vide!lced by the enti1Us ias::: with which certain rabbis and 

.=-er'...::;'._ co.-i :..:?1ur.it::~3 t :1ere rushed to the sup:)ort of Eybeschuetz 

when he \'l&s a c c·...:s :d of Sa.obat ianis.Lll . This s entiment in favor 

or ;.:ess ianism was utilized to p ersonal advantage by a ce1~tain 

Jacob Lebovicz , w~o was born in Podolia in 1726 . Lebovicz h~d 

u~ 11 ~i~ted hi~ self with Kabbala during h i s youth, and had spent 

nuc~ time t ra7al l i ng in tl:o se 01"ic:r tal J }Ctor s where the 1'!lemory 

of Sabb€; ta1 Zebi was stilJ. fresh -- namely, l:i Salonica and 
217 

Sm-rrna . While in Turkey he a c quired the name of Frank. Frank 

.. ,as a s 1':.ilf'ul leader and in:flua:1c ed people by his pose of 

humblene ss and mysticism. ]a 'J.[..d. heard of t h e d i ssensions in 

Pol a.'1d , particularly t ho st: t:ia t --1c:re stirring it during the Em

den -~ybeschuetz controversy, and , feeli~g it was fertil e terri-
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t;ory for !'tis e.:c;:i loita.t ion, 10.s..de 1"!i s a ppearance t h ere in November, 

1755. Ee suc~~ c l~u ~1 organizi~g a l ar3e 3roup of Sabb~tian 

->:~ · . ...,~·)~ ";.3ers of Podol i a. into a s ect, ~u.ll e :i the "Fra.'l').kists . 11 

The activitie s of t he ?rsn1:ists were L'1 dire ct op:>osition 

t o t h e demands of Rabbinic Judaism, and it ·11as ne.cessary for 

t~e me e tings to b e held in secret. Even t he secret me etings , 

!.-:o-:i o:.- ,' "-1' . did not prove successful i n evading the attention of 

t h€: r8.bbis , and one of' t:i.e ses sio~s was broken up. As a result 

ui' r e;or t ed unor t:iod ox and eve!'. i 1mnora.l behavior at t h is meet i ng , 

.?..!' 1.i..1~: was d e ported .from Podolia a s a f'ore igner, snd the acti vi -

t i .: s o:: t~e Frankists were carefully scrut;inized by th.e rabbis 

o ~ Pol&.l:d . On the basis of furti'ler invest i gation, the rabbin

l..!:il co:'.gress in Brody (20th of Sivan , 1756) is sued a s c:1te:-.ce 

J: ~. :c•.1._.r . .u1~~atlon against t'\e Fran kists , _:)roh ibiting anyone 

!:-:-0· 1 intcrC1a:rryi~16 ·:1i th t i1e rn , a !'ld de cl~r l ng t hem ineligible for 
218 

't..UJ .rabbinical o:r religious off ice. The ban v1as ratified by 

';'1._ ..;re s.t Synod of the Four Countries ( Vaad Arba Ar azot) on 

Sept ember 25, 1756 , and \'IE:.S distributed t :riroughout 1:1.ll t:-.. e J ew-

i .J:1 communitle:s t o be read mont:ily . Of par tict.!. l:! r .sl.;"11.i:'ican ce 

.vs.s t~1e clause i n t h is edict prohibiting anyor.e under t hirty 
219 

years of a ge from studyi ng Kab· ,a -:_an. . The Franki.sts, in t h i s 

ortsis , turned to t h e Bishop of Kami enetz and sought protection 

fro?n him and from t he secular authorities. They complained 

t hat th~y we-re be l nc; persec11t :1d by t h e other Jews because their 

belief was si:r.rl.lar to Chris~ia..1 ity . The Bishop of Kamienetz 
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.. vas 11on over by t h eir appeals and g ave orders t hat they were to 

be prote cted. He also ordered a s er i es of d isput a t i ons be t ween 

them and the Talmudist Jews to be held , and when t he latter 

gr ::iup , out of rear of offending the Oh'u.rch , defended t ::1eir cause 

ver y lll!ilely, t'.le Bishop ordered aJl copies of t he Talmud found 
2 20 

in Podolia to be burned . 

I n t he ir distress tfre rabbis of Poland turned t 'O Emden for 

assista~ce. They recalled t h a t ~e had ch~mpioned the cause of 

rabbinism a.nd orthodoxy before , and they felt he would lead 

th~n !.~ this conflict. Emd~n, in l!"e pl:r t 0 t~:.e ir l etters , ad

~ised the~ to denounce t~e deeds of this cult and i ts i mmoral 
2n 

!;',ct.3 OJ quotations from Cb.ristio.n writings . In addition , he 

'.).,.;a_, wor k on t}1e book '1Se cer Ol ani Rabboh, '' which was d irected 

a;a~~st t he Frank ist s . I~ t~is book,however, h e a lso included 

c ~1' L ~ i:1 r e f e re"lces to t he a cti '1 ities of Eybeschuetz and some of 

:1: a &.~-lies, suc~1 a s :1legerli:i and Anton . Eybeschuetz used every 

met:iod to pr e vent the d i stribu tion of this book, f or he felt 

that it wa s a slur against h is att itude toward t h e Torah. He 

had as many copies of it a s ~1e cou ld obt ain, s iezed B.!ld burned. 

SO!rcc of the cop ies of t he wo,..;:, i1o·:!ever , .t.' eached Poland, and 

viere of' help to t he rabbis b carry i ng on their fight against 
222 

t h e Frankists . I n t he 11Se<1.e r Olam Rabooh" Emden declared t h e 

Franl~ists to be shameful tran sgressors agains t t~e s acred law, 

a.nd h e answered t h e ques t ion pu t to him by t he Polish rabb is as 
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to whe t her or n ot t h e Fran!:ist s s:ioul d be t ·...trned ove1~ t o t :1e 

au t ::ori t i e s with an em;-:iha.t i c af'firJ1a t i ve . Alth ough t h is was not 

t ":le sole reas on :'or t>:.e eve"lts that fo l lowed i n Pola.-id, i t was 

a c.)'l'ltr ibut ing factor . -r:1e J e·:: s denounced the ? rankist s to the 

Catholic authl>ritie s, d eclaring t l1e m to be an :'l.e:::-et ical sect in 
2 23 

no wise sLni lar to Chr i s t iai1ity . At t h is j unc t ure t~e Bish op 

o.t' Ka.1 ·lie~etz d i ed a violent de ath , a.•d seve:.r.•a l oth e r supporters 
2'.24 

of the ? ra.nk ists were stricke'1 wit:~ illn~ss . I t 111a.y have b een 

t~e c'1arges brought by t he r abbis a i;e.i'1 st the ? rankists or i t 

:r.ar "lave been t he d eath of t'1e principal 3up:-orters of t !-1e 

?rs.nl :ists among t he Cat h o l i c leader s , or a comb inat ion of both 

fact o::-s, '.Jl.lt s:101'tl:'" aft e r t -.1i s t l me t:-te J'ra nk ists lost favor 
225 

w:!Xc tr.e a u t "i.orit:tes , and n:an7 of t h em e ven f led f1•om Podolla . 

? r r,.., ;; . r-::ie:.r·~ t 11 .. d . !: ., l U :1: -'- · ".: "_c a c t ion h ad to b e taken, submitted 
226 

to b~7ltisru , in t :1e conpa"iJ or :, .1umbe~ of otner of h is follov1er s . 

Tl: is ·11on the sy::ipat~y of t h e Cat h olic au t hori t ies once more, and 

the 1)at t le be t in e en t h e t ·No ca :1-::i s r esumed wi t h e ve"l sreater 1.n-

te~si ty . Later , ho·:.1e v.;!' , t h e sincerity or Jacob :'l'S.."lk ' s Chris-

tia:iHy and that of >:i s folloi:H~rs was qu ~st :. oned by t:i.e auth or-

ltie s and he was put on t rial. Only the fact t h at t h e king had 

s !;;"rve•l as t he g odfath er at h i s bap tis'll saved Franl< from being 

b'..1 .!'"ied a t t h e s t alre a s a 1 .. e r etic , but h e and his follower·s were 

1m:-r i so~i&d for long se.nt e:1ces a"ld t h e s trengt h of the movement 

·~~as o:r-oken . 
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Emden' s role in t ':li s af'~air \'1as of g.re at significance. He 

was IIIU Ch con sulted by t ':le Po l ish r abbis, and in addition to the 

frequen t corres~onsence h e c a." r ied on with them, as well as the 

"Se i.::r Olam Rabboh" which ~ 1e ··:!'ot e i n co::inec tion with the con-

228 
t 1' oversy, h e wrote another b ool: , "Shimmu slt , 

11 two-t~irds of wh ich 
229 

was devoted to a conside ratior of t h e Fra.nkist affair . :-iis 

most important action in relation to t h is co~:lict, h owever, 

'\'If~ :> ;:iore an outg·rowth of it, l' a t h er than a contribut~on to its 

so~ut ion . The conditions in Poland, partlcu l arly t he champion-

l.:u; of t h e zor-~ar by the Fran~dst s, h e.d lecl Emden to make a 

c~~ ~f1l s tudy of the Zohar and of its contents. As a result 

~~~ t' is , '!is inq'.l i r y led h i m to t h e opinion that the Zohar was 

not ent irel:r t :ie work of t !".e aut i:1or to whom i t had been as-

cr i'::ed ; Simon o . 7o!].a1 . At least a part of it, he wa. s con-

1i:'1cod ! .vas t'1.e work of an i 1n-:o st or. Th is was t h e very fi l'St 

::; ine ~ r: ti !€ 1 :i. s tory of t :1e Zo~1&.t• t h at any que stion ~ad b e e:i 230 

· ~~s~i 1 1estlo~i~3 i~s GeL~inenes s or sacred c~w:acter . In 

doubting the au t h enticit:T of t he authors.1.ip of t~e Zoh&.r, Emden 

perforc ed more t na...Tl a sch olurl7 t~sk . na h elped open t h e eyes 

of .-:ia.'1y- in t h e Jewish cornmunlty of h is time to an awareness of 

t he f rauds a.T'l.d l1ies s i anic delu s ton s wl1ich had been luring t h em 

and le (;,_di ng t he:n a s t r ay . 
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Chapter 7 . 

Emden ' s Last Yea.rs 

..:..1 t hough t :ie '1lore d r ronat ic &:1d sigY'L'ico.nt events of t:ie 

j:;fJeschuetz con t r oversy and t!:e r ise of t:1e F r a."1kist sect domi-

:te.ted Emden ' s life from t he year 1 750 l.:ntil almost t~e end of 

'.'lis :'.ife , 11e did not omi t , fro~-.. ·nis au t obiograuhy , a rec~tal of 

=i~r :~ ::>.:' t:1e ·t:or<; intit1ata do,.,es+- :.c de t a ils of h i s l ife du.ring 

:'li S e :dle i n A.ms terda.m, fro:- t:!e end of I yyar i n 1751 to t !:le 

n Lidle of Ab, 1 752, hia wife uaintaine d. t h e h o:ne a.nd ra.~:illy in 

Al'c:rne. , a.:-id t:':la.t 0 '11 "'is !'0t· ·:·n · ;; :'o ..t-iu t"'le.:-• all well and. 
231 

.::c<) ;.::i - ~_c al :'.. y sou:li . Shor t l y after t:1is, lO\'l eV1:J!' , he .. vas soon 

oe5an to d iminish . H i s f r ia;-:d . ::-{euoen Horde:i of Amst e .cda..in , dis -

S.nde:\ 1 s o r other -ln -law i n J..m3terdui..:, Ra'::l".:> .:. .!u'yeh Loeb, made 

s.r.;& un;ro.fita"ol e i nvest".'le:.t s ::or 1-:i m so t~1a. t considerably more 
232 

of :::mden ' s money ·11as los t t herein . 

I n 1753 Emden ' s wi fe, Bl ':i!ih Zibi a....'l. , b.::>re h L-n a. son , wh om 

i1e ~:.i1"lerl Levi, out t '1e ::i cy o'!l~- l i ved a. short t i :-ie , dying t~e 

follovi ~ng yee.r . The next year sl:.e ·oore h i m a daughter, wh om he 
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~a.1:.ej H.an:-_ah . I'his chi l d \Vas born but t ·1vo we eks af'ter the 

mara.11•ilng bE:-.nd 0 f Eybes chuetz ' Llen h ad. in .raded his home in 

search of i ncri mina.ting eviJenc E: against 7!:mde:n . Although the 

exciter.ient of t h i s i nvs...:i i ~...,_ ~ . :,- ro·..i3~~ ~1a:-i.iling by the man had 

I!!;;ide t h e l)rospe ct1ve moth.~1' so 111 that lt was necessfl.ry to 

bleed her, both ch ild and mot:1er survived child- birth, a.'"ld t b.e 

da.u0:1t er, at t he da te of t he v1r iting of Ivlegill at Se fer ~ was 
233 

still dive . 

I n 1 757 Emden arranged r:-..a.rr iages f.'or his two oldest daught-

ers, :st:1ar and Na.J;iama, wlt::i ::'le::1bers of' tw:> prominent ±'smilies . 

E ·::as arr.s.nge1. t hat the olde r d&u g::t er ~ :Sst:!'ler, child of h is 

Poli3h c ommunity of Tisc~witzll) a'ld son of a J:.i!'Olai nia'.:l t officer 
' 

cf t:.c ••-vaa•J. Ar n a Zrazot ." Haha.llln, ch ild cf Emden ' s second 
'l'.:54 

r;:_f~ , 1•1.;.., to marry t :1e son of Rabb i Ba1.,.1.4cl~ of Ru-ss1:a. Both 

ds.:.igh t ers left by boa t for :Ja.:-,z i 6 at t:-ie 9nd cf t,1e sur.1!!1er , l.11 

1757 . En r oute t :1ey encour.t a 2 '.:.: a tt:rrible. s torm and the 3::.i p 

··;~s n~e:.rly lost but f'ins.lly rc;>ic~ed. t he Da.nz!.g harbo!' s a.fe ly . 

~ ,:• v~· :. !,:.cal~y 111 1'"1 Da.'1zig :.nd ·:ias un able t o con tinue her trl) 

1JntE ': '-_e e':'ld of t he winter . The older daught~r journeyed on 
~ 835 

to Pvl!.ind wher~ sr e Yi u. .: ,,1 ... - -'.1.e:i . 

Other diffi culties beset Emden and °Ills fami ly during the 

w:"lter of 1757-1758 . Two of '1is ch i ldren were strick en with 

sna ll-pox, and, tnough t;;h ey !"acovered, 0 ::1e of them, h i s seven 
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7ee:.r old so.~, Judah, was smitten with te~)orary blindness. Un

til t h e boy recovered his eyesight some t :'lree months later, it 

was a source of great grief and worry to the family . Jacob, 

too, was ill during this winter, but spee ri:l.ly recovere d . But 

tl1e i .r troubles had not yet ended. Yaabez 1 wii'e bore him a son , 

Joseph, in the spring of' 1758 . At t h e circumcision of the boy, 

t~e i~cision resulted in such excessive bleeding that the life 

of t )':e child was des-paired of. After ext e nsive medica l care, 

'1owe:ver , the bleeding ceased and the boy S?e edily achieved nor mal 
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i1ealth. 

Although t~ere wa s a t e•'1p02'~·y cessation of illness i n Em-

Ji;:'l • s family , other worri ~ s c:>o"1jed in on him . He had made 

trr.ul>le. A gE> r. t.ile _1e.:_:'L0 o::- "'-"> r op riated so":le o~ '1is propert y 

a.~ d. g ·1 :;.. s -: 1.. ce :-~ i..i··- ~v ;_.., 3 ':'._ : -. ..; a law - suit against hil'l to r e -

cover it. ;, .. 1c:-t.:::;<=-<;e ~ell due on s evera l of h is houses and all 

";~€. s~ntlle .noney-lenders' a:;_·are!1tly on the advice of h is 

e::e ..• .;.e z , ::-Z:;f-.is~:l t o l e"'l.i '1~·1 t l.1e money to meet it. Only at the 

last 1:io.1:ent did ont- of t · i 0 J ~ "i.s:1 1 :oney- l enders e 'tte!'ld h i m the 
238 

necessar y fund s to s~J..:: '1 1 ~ in -,'}~ trient. Jesidt,,.3 t is :::: '.'le.le~ 

fou rn.l .;t necesSb.t'7 t:> ex'.)e!'.i !:!. ::1a1•ge sum ·'lf' money i n r e pairs 

:_ecessitated by the deteriora t i on of the \touse s he owned . Yet, 

i n s~lte of al l t~is, t '1e inco~e from his real-~state provided 
239 

·rii r·i ·1i t!J c.. su-: of f'i ve hundred rei chsthaler per year. Tlle ag..;ra-

va'.; ion. ~iowevei•, ol' b e ing a p roperty-owner was too much for h is 
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'Oatience , a:i.d in a few years , ~;.i1den dis p ol0€id of '1ea.rly a l l of 
• 243 
his r eal-estate. 

:Smden' s dealings \FJ ltn =:-::1: s c' · ·L1. 0 !; z, :as '°la s been mentioned, 

dij n ot c e ase comp letely wit~1. t h e re!.Ot :i--·.~ •._ ;:" of 3 fo.:: s c!1.uetz ' 

a1.1t:Jl)r i ty over t~e three-com:1unit i es . Be t ween tnat time ( 1756) 

and t he yee.r of Eybesc'1ue tz ' Jeath ( 1764) many of t he events of 

~1dcn 's l ife had to do either Yiit:1 Eybe s chuetz, h is fami ly, or 

·.,L.; :'o llo·~H~rs . ?or example, i:1 t !'.l.e latter part of 1759 he re-

u<J i VeJ. a. let t e r " f apology f r ow i.:endel S:;ieier, leader of t h e 

b:: .. ld. of .1,ara:..ld.er s · . .!1~10:--1 Eybe ~ c:·uetz h ad sent t o invade Emden ' s 
~· ~:.. 

Lome . .i:.. si1ort t:..."lla late :'.' anot~:1er one of the saro.e band, Mose s 

-... · ·~ r 
. . .... --. .J ' 

... -;, :·~ .;. ~.,;b~ i ~ "...!t tar de cla:r-lng t hat there was noth ing 

· . .. r i s..l ·.v· .i ~""' the·,; ".:-;;:_ J. .; ·. e :::. t.i d. that in any ".HJ.'f vilified 
'? . " ~':!:~ 

:::.1-.:: r .3 chst"c..0t e r . In t he s i:.:1 P- .re>J.r ( 17-50) a third menber of 

~: ·. _::; · ,;.!~. .J. J&r;01) ~ot'· s i:~"'. :. 1-i, J.ied &.f te!' hav i ng s pe.nt a term 

lc .. se1' al i ve to crdat e further diff icult y, Knu..:in f e lt tha t t h e 

t~ •ne was o;>:;ortune to go to the court of Alto?'l.a and demand t h e 

re::i~Jr1;1.t ion of all propertie3 t irn.t. :·.b. l b a.:in t aken f'l"o:n ~1.i s 

:;l!'')tested agins t t h i s . ':; ....... ~ ~ J ,_• 'v _• ..t l~l U 3:ndt:m' s favor and h e 

re co•;;;:-ed :pos sessi on a ll t·'.1.e bo oJ:c uni i a ,;>e :'S that had been 

243 
si ezed . 

A short time after th i s , ~ybeschl.letz ' son, Benjamin Wolf, 

\'1"".:; i'v.r i!~d to J.ei..-,,re t 'i.e t'f"\.r ~3 -cv:-:unun!ties i n disgrace. Although 
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he :1~d ~a't'l'ic l •11el 1. , hi 3 3re.:i.t extra·.ragance resulted. in his 

acquiring a va st numb e1· of ie0ts so t h at all his proper~ y had 
245 

to be conf-iscated a..11 d s old. Emden speedil y took advantage 

of t ll:l.s situation to write a de:-isive pole .. tical wor k against 

both Eybe sc1::1.uetz and his son, wbl:h he called "Selfol~ ha- Kes i l
11 

246 
( T'.1e Laughte r of the Fool) • 

I n 1763 Eybeschuetz 1 wor k, "Kereti u - Pel eti, 11 con t aining 

novella.a on Yorel.L Deah of t h e Shul{l~m Arukh, a pr eared i n Altona. 

&nden exa.ni ned. i t cr1tical:Ly and declared i t to be full of 

errors . In s pite of tr. i s fi;: c t , i.t sold. widely and provided 
247 

Zybesc~Jetz with considerable inc ome . ~na same year Eybesch uetz 

.. 1s.s crit ical ly 111, and du:rin5 t::ie days of "lis ot~isis , Emden en-

:n-:>~l.rc, :10weve.t·, 'Va s not a h i ehly hu!lla.nitarian o~e . Emden ex-

;ilained to hi J s "i...i -;:>_~ orters t!'lat :·1e d id not want E'r-oeschuetz to 

die befor .., he had publicly r e9ented of t-:i.e evi ls he had done. 
248 

;,.rter a severe siege , Eybe s c:uh;:;::; recovc!'ed, ·out did not r e cant. 

'.i'lit; followi ni ye a:• a 3r·Y..:7 of charity col lectors came f'rom 

Poland , se ek i ng funds i n Llto:-:.a . They r e f usdd to stay at the 

h O!'":e of t h e cr~ief r a'Jbi ' Jonat!1an Eybeschuet z 'be cause' they de-

clared , they hi:..d s e e:l evide;ice of h is Sabba.tian sympathies in 

ce1·t~i:J. vi:riti:lgs o:: ~13 distr~.-.Y..1teJ. in PoJand. Be cause of t heir 

r~.l ~3a l :iy"bes ciu.tatz declinel to h elp t ha1n colle c t any funds in 

t~e t!Jree- com.r.ru!""ilties . l!.mden, h owever, did prof:er his serv-
349 

icen, B..."'l d a lar ge amcru.nt of ·:ion ey was r a ised . 
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Several months a fte r t ~is ~~cide~t. on t he t~ird of ab , 

l 764 , :C: ybes chuet z again be ca!:ie ill , strit'.}ke:i with a sudden and 

sever '3 at t ack of ;;ia.ralysis . : ... ft er two mon t h s ' illness h e pas s ed 

a·:•o.y . and h i s de&.t '..1 :)cc a s : •Y.Vd wi..despre a;i r:lO'lll'~ine; . One of h is 

followar s, a t es.cli.er in Lithuania , ':tent insane , Emden relate s , 

~o:.- s1:ortly afte r E:;besc~ut::tz ' deat h !1.e discovered posit i ve evi-

dance o f t he h er ::; tica.l ch ar act er o f '!"' i s former hero . I n h is de-

:1a.· s :u 3 ~d S...'1d i oprison ed . Later bc i n5 !'<.: ~:..iast:d EL5 !'estor e".i to 
250 

_,)_ H:.lity, he coI?Unit te:i suicide . :!:mden h111self off.:rs. no ·101~d 

o: tribute to t :1e me:no:ry of ' ·-i s lif e - long opponent . 

: . .tter t h e de at h of Ey"::J es c;.·.ur ~ ,; thu t"-1.ree - cow~:runities gatl-:lered 

t.:>e;~t·:er in t l'.e mon t h of She bat of the sa"le year t o e '!. ~ ct a n ew 

r a.boi. J,:an;r wa..""'ltej to e l ect :Sc:iden t o t~t:: ::.iositio ·1 o:ice h eld by 

!Ji :; father, ~ut Emden ' s f.rhnds evidently were n ot i n the major-

ity . :::::!den ascribed h i s defe a t to a p l ot on the :;i&rt of certain 

e: ~ - ~·- ~ ·:·-.::i :. :ts"'.:i:; ·:. 1: 0. ~. :1 3.:: cr1.3t baJlot and then br i bE>d S08e o~ 
251 

L'.-;_n: ~r s to elimi~1ate h i s ·1a.71e from the l tst 'Jf no:ni nee s . 

'.:"· c-"' .. nti1o.les, t~1ougn , '"1 0 :' ~ u::::;;,,< cc e ssful i n h aving t heir own 

c&.:1.li.ia te, Jo s .:i p:i. ~t okl).il" , a l .:: ~ teC. . ar1d E•nden was shown some 

!lono1' ·;;hen h is ad vice •1as a sk e : wi t :1 r 6gs.r d to t:·1e ca."1didate to 

ba c:rnsen . Se r oco'1::6'ide 1 :ta:Ji.J i_ Isa ac :;:.evi nurwit z of Brody, 
252 

?oland , an d t :1e }_a tter was elected as suc cessor to Eybe schuetz . 

The sa-ie year, E!"'de~1 ' 3 o Jdest son, I s r ll.el Meshall em Zalman, ·Has 
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alecte1 h e ad of t h e Hamburg 3yr-~ogue in London . Here , too, i t 

7
::?.s :::;,de:i ' s re com·,1endat i on t :1al was largely respon siole for t h e 

253 
s·;,cur l.ng of t h e position. 

Emden continue d h is cont~ov~rsy with t h e followers of 

Eybesclluetz after the l atter ' s death. In 1766 h e made a.n ef-

r o1•t to drive out some of Eybe s chuetz' pu p i l s f:r·om t :-1e co!n..mun-

itj . s.!1d t :iough !llB.ny of Eybeschu~tz ' frie !'lds were opp ose d to 
234 

t'-~.i s Jove by Emden , t !'ley d i d not :'la111De l" h i m 111 t h is . Emden wa s 

ct :.sa:>~ointed in t h e me.n he raJ reco~1! r en d e ;i to t h e p oo,t of rabbi 

:! , :.· !.; t}U'ee -conu:i.u nltie s, n rc·obi Isaac Hurwitz. The l at te:r- "had 

a:-1-'.. '1e:i i:. Altona in 1765, but ·:;nen Emden began his camnai gn to 

O:~ v·.:: out ~ybeschuetz ' pupils , iiurv1itz t ook n o part in it. :ae 

;i;.:. l defe:::-e!lce to the me:nory of :C:ybe:schuetz, s.nd, de spit ~ Em-

son .-1 :.-:':i. t he t itle of 1111'.orenu " a:1d t he office of t eacher i n 
25S 

t~e co:!l .u:1i t-y . 

I :: t :-.e winte ::- :'.)f l 7GG :s .::-~i.::. .:. :1 ·:1€...s a.p 1oin t ed e .:rn c ..itor of a. 

c:: ::-t..:. "'...r. t:::::.tat e l n Altona a?:d, !.:1 c ons e qut:!1CE: of s t renu ous work 

CO'! .e ~ ted. with its adlr.in].. .1;~ ·~ .• >;: 0·., ..,.,,,.;; st l' lc~:e '""l with a. s e ve re 
25 6 

' ,.::1tlorr&.ge · - ;,1 t·1.ough i1e r <;,c ov.:1' t:::d fro111 tl1!.s ill:ie ss and l i ved 

fJ_· .:::. f u ! l dec ad e al'terw~rds . ~ .•: :-e is no r e cord i n bis au to-

·..i.:.. .... ~ ' '"""~· iy of t~·1e l&s t ter. :te .:tr:: of :1. i S l i f e. A cur sor y s 1:e tch 

of b. f e:;1 of t :"le im~Jor ta."lt event s of t hos•,; year !l is added by t h e 

-e:-:.:. ":or of 1111.eg~l:s. t 5 e f e r." !Jv. . · .:-l ..:; a· ••El.£:.. 

~:.1~ Du!:~ A .1Ie ck lenburg-
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sch·:1 l!.r'in , f orb iddi11g the bur ial of b od i es on t l1e day of death . 

tile J ews under this Duka 1 s j ur i sdiction h i:..J. a-:- roa.che-1 Emden 

e.s'-:;_.-, .:; :1 : L l.:J -r::itcat t:~.e -.e~ 5 · :•..; . if on l7 to den oc1stra t e 111.s 
258 

plr t .i :::.:l'i r t; :!..i.3ios ity . 

to c-d :·.ls :lu:,-s t: 1ere , and :~e ~10.j_ I'! t..de fi l:.ll1s s..ccordLl1glJ . The 

l:s.d :o-:e f Or' tll to fight f <1r ... -~ J-Ord , and had noi.. sh m'm qu arter 

to ~~ -·J ,;;an" - - ce r tal:iJ7 o.n s.-:- t Jcs cript ion of the lif e of this 

:nan . 
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Ch a p t e r E . 

Hi3 ','/r i -: i::.&s 

,'.\)1• t;-r- t·.vo y:orks t h at :ie haj c o::.- 1 c t E- l b1 t :-: e ti.Ji:.e l:.e c eased 
259 ~ 

·:, _-:.>;.::1.:; !i :i.s G.:...it o')l o~r a.phy , :·1 l '; GG . Aft e r t hat ti::!e he wrot e 

.;;x :.ct. ~mmber of oo-:>ks , since .·ia.1y wer e printe::l i n pa r ts, and 

: ·1 ., ::: .-. l 11 :: t a.'1 c e s h e b oun d s everal YJor1:-s t(}get'1t:1' • 

. :..s.·· J.•· '.'1'•Yn t:1ost: rE:: ason s , :lov1e ver , Emden '7as b y very na t u re 

i nt e; .,.,e - ted i n sc"lol arly p uN:u ;.. t s , a: .d e a 1' l :T i ::-i :tis y out :1 t u r ned 

: . .:.;; - t 1.. '31t i o:: t o li !: e:::-~y ac c:.vi ty . As e9.r l y as 171 4 when :ii s 

·:."1.i..l ,;:. t ·-:e .:' e , y ou::-ig Jacob 11£.J b egun h is lit~rary act ivity . iie 

!lad pr e p a r ed cer t a i n r e s por.su ~::>r :-ii s f a t he r i n a ns 1e 1• to ques -

tiv~s fro:..: Rao".)l J e}/.iel lac:·1·<1. 2. of Gl ogau . These writings were 
2 60 

2.a +: .;,.' i !". COl"'JOrated i r.t o :_::_ :; ... :n'1: . "She ' il~t Ya.abez ." 

:.n en Jacob b ecame r ao·oi of t h e co~~:... .1u!'°. ity of Emden, i n 1728 , 

illj d t,;1To t e .j a grE: a.t de1:1l of ~;. i s t;L1e to stu:!y an d wri t i ng , a nd 
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i t '!!as llere that :!:le co1 _p leted rart of his coMmentary on the 

Misimah , "Le!fem Shamayi.m . •1 He also wrote part of the work, "Mor

u-Kezi' ah," which contained novella.e on Oraµ ijayyim of t!'le Shul-

1
1
an I.ruth, while here, and ha n:::-ote additional res_ponsa -c::.iat 

261 
"'"='e L"1clud.ed in his "She ' ela.t Yaabez ." 

Sho~tly aft er Yaabez left the r abbinate at Emden and ~oved 

to Al tone., and a brief' time a.ft er his first wif e pas sed away, 

~a oublished another collect io_1 of res~onsa, ~cnown as 
11Iggeret 

• 262 
i3i!(:oret . '' Th is work dealt pa rticularly with c ertain legal ques-

t i..0:1 s that he.d been r aised by t :ie decisio:is of t he chief rab1Ji 
263 

of ~!'.l e t h ree -commu:n1t1es, Rabbi Ezekiel Katzenel:enbogen. 

In 1743, sh ortly after his marriage to his t hir d wife , Bit

iai1 Zibia.h , Emden bega."1 \l/ork on one of his most i .mpor-tant writ -

ini;s , '< is 11Siddur Tefil l aa , '' :1:1ich was to include a c omplete 

editior. o i' t he; ritual ·Nith a co1"11rtentary containL-rig gra:nmatica.1 

not~ s t ritual laws, anJ. trE:atises o:i these various laws and 

cuJ~•).:is . ;{e conp leted the fir 3t part of it, entitledt 
11
.lunmude 

264 
.:;hs.;:i c..~/im , 11 in 1745, and was sevr>::-c~y crlticiz6'1 for ita con-

te:Jt s u~' certs.in of t he ~oney-lenders of t~e col1'4-::runity who felt 

t !1at \ie had included com...1e!lt s de 'l"oga.t ory to their professi on . 

:;1 spite of the ir efforts t o h ave the wor-k i:::iter rupted, Emden 

Cvi1tbued with this " Sid hr'' and ultimately fin i shed publ i ca-
265 

tion of the entire work, co~~rising t:U-ee sect i ons, i n 1748. 
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The next work of IVh ich Emd e;n mak e s d ire ct mention in his 

"Megill a. t Sefer" is his book, "Seder Olam Rabbah," publish ed in 

1757 at t h e time of t h e Frank i s t controversy. Although this 

V1or k wa s primarily a critical e dition o!' Seder Olam and Megillat 

Ta ' anit, it also included certai n comments attacking Eybeschuetz 

e...nd h i s all ies, !~egerlin a nd .P.n ton . Because of this, Eybe-

s cl1uetz made a strenuous ef.fort t o have as many copies of this 
266 

bock a s h e could obtain, destroyed. A s h ort time after this 

;;;mde:-t publish ed his book 11Sbimnru sh ," which was inspired by the 

P:ranlds t activity, and in it h e discussed the growing i nfluence 

of t h e Sabbatians a nd the tr.reat they offered to rabbinic Juda-
2G7 

iam. 

Th u s far we have made :nention of a l l the scattered references 

1vh i ch Emden includes in '.lis 11Megi'2.la t Sefer. '1 I n the last page s 

of t :1:.s work , a s we have stated above, he outlines al l the 

'"!!SJ'!lls crip t s and publishe d b ooks wh ich h e had completai to date 
263 

na~ely, l n 1766 , when h e ceased re cord ing his memoirs . Al-

b.ough t h is l ist gives a part ial descrip tion o.f e ach of t h e 

wo1~~cs , it ;na.k es n o men tion of the many book s he publish e d be-

tv1een t h e ye&.1~s 176 6 and 1776 . :?urthermor e , t h ere is no ef f ort 

on E1:-,den 1 s part to classif y h i s ex t ensive writings. It is 

ne ct ssary , t h erefore, t o turn to supplementary sources for a 

clas s i f i ca tion and mor e det a i l e d descrip tion of Ya abez' work s. 

The wr i ting s of Emden fal l l og ica1-ly i nto two classes: p ole-
269 

mica.l and rabbinical. ·,116 trea t with h is p olemical works first . 
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E111J.en ' e polemical wri tilg s inc :!.ude the fol l owi ng: 

1) Tora.t hs_-Kena' ot .. T!lis is an a c count of t he life of 

sabbetai Zeb i f rom t he day of ~is b i r t h until h i s dea th, drawn 

i n part from t he wr i t i ngs of cF rtaL~ of E~den' a cont emporaries , 

and in part from t he a ccount of an a ctual eye -wi t ne ss of Sab• 

oatai Zebi ' s a ctivit ies i n Smyrna who rel'3.ted the events t o Em-

den . I t also included crticis~s of the aot1vit 1es of Neheroi ah 

H
0

iyya Hayyun , Moses Hayyi m Luz 7.ato , and J onathan Eybeschuetz. 
. . 270 

I t was published in Amster daa on Purim , 1752. 

2) Edut be-Ya ' akob . This work is a complete descri pti on, 

up to the dat e of its publication , of the Emden-Eybeschuetz con-

trove~sy, poi nting our all t he detail3 of Eybeschue t z ' here sy. 

I t i :1cludes a l et t e r, lC10Ym as '' Iggere t S~1um," vi r i tt an to the 

rabbis of t he "Arba Arazot" (Four Lands ) , ask i ng for t :hei r as-

si s"': ::..""lce . It also includes a l et ter writ ten by R. J oseph b. 

S'.L::eon Zebi, preacher of t he 3.a,,-.burg comn\L"1 1 ty , writ ten t o Em-

den in t he year 1752 , askin ~ '1i'"' to ret urn to Alt ona .from Amster-
271 

di;.;n . It was pr i n ted in Alt o:na in 1756 . 

3) Shi mmush . Thi s ·.vcr•r consists of three parts : "Shot 

la-Sus,'' 11Me teg la-I;Iamor 1 ' ' a.T'ld 11Shebet le-Gew Kes ilim. " The 

fir st s e ction , "Shot la-Sus, 11 is a collection of the let ters 

exc\Hl!1.i;ed between Emden and t:1e r abbi s of Podolia , in 1755 , de

scribing t he growing threa t of t he Sabb stia!1s . The se cond part, 

11~;eteg la- Hamor," inc ludee a furt~er e laborat i on of the charge s 
' 

me i e a t the con c lusion of t:J.e S;J1de11 ' s work. "Seder Olam Rab bah,'' 
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aga.Lnst Eybeschue tz , Megerlin end &lton . Tl-ie third s ection, 

"She·oet le - Gew Kes i lim, 11 c onsists of Emden 1 s answers to cert ain 

of t ne all egations made by the ? rankist s to the 3is~op of Kamie-

netz against r abbini c Judais"11 . The var i ous parts o~ the work 

were ":'rin t e d in Amsterdam at i;~:trva.ls bet '.·1een tbe ~rear s 1758 
272 

aTiJ. 

4) Shebirat Luhot h a - .rl.-.;•e:i . This is a r e fute. tion of Eybe

sc":u.:t z' work , "Luh ot Edut," v( .... i ch app ear ed in Altona in 1755 . 

Al t::ough t~e work p ose s as having been wr i tten by a pupil of 

E''ldim , Da vid Gans, Emden e.fuli t s au t:-iorshi_1 of lt in h is autobi-
273 

o~ra"'.'·i:-; . The bo ok include s e l : .> cript i on of all of Eybeschuetz ' 

f:>llov:ers wb o pa ssed away be t ·.veen t he yea:t' S 1750 and 1753, and 

vill .'."'i1 ' 3 .-:1:?....". '.f o:: t ···.e ·11 as we1.l a3 Eybeschue!; z :iimse lf. I t also 

d ~2 c":.1J~S 3'r.le of t ::1e S..i1U l e t3 -,v":5.cn it accu ses Zybeschuetz of 
274 

haviT1g written. It was printe d i n 1756 i n Altona • 

.S) :H i~ ' abbekut. Altbous'' t11i.s vi or~ wa s co:np i led by a :pupil 

of 'ZmdEm 1 .s, it cor.ti:;.ins s .<; ve ... a 1 works of h is aut~ors 1ip a " Sehok 
• 

':s.• l:c. ::;Il via - Ye1ra.b Ze' eb" aY . .i " Ga r. Dert. l}-1..:1.. 11 The f irst is a 

r:o=.t::: ical wor k des cribing t:J.e fol lies of Eybeschue tz' son, a en-

ja1:-iin '.'iolf, anJ. also el1::1.'1or~tes i'ur th{:: r J:ybe schuat z ' ia.isdeeds. 

Tlw dt:O ~ond i s a collecti ::m of letters , a de s cri9 tion of t he 

varl..cJus amulets involved i n t he controversy, and a co:nple t e a c-

count of t he events of th€ con~lict from t he 7ear 1756 to 1759 . 
'2'75 

It wa s printed in Altona in 1762 . 
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G) {Iereo Pif fyyot. This work is a de s cript i on of the f arm 

in V!h ich a "Herem" (a bs.n of excommunicat i on) s:J.all "::la issued, 

and it c ites descl"iptions ot var ious bans issued i n Brody , Poland, 

and i~ Con stantinople. It was printed in 1757, but the place of 
276 

printing is not i11dicated . 

?) I ggere t Purim, Teshubot h a - l,iJ1n1m, and Zi k karon be-Sefer. 

These three polemi cal ucr1:s e:~ i st only· in 11~;,1..i <i cr i pt form, for 

t:::ie.r ;11:::-e never printed. "Iggeret Purim" is e. descri ption or 
the event s of the oon t r o,rersy 1 ;ring t hat per t od. of time t !:l.at 

:.:~den lived in enfor ced exi le i n Amsterda;!l . It was written in 

t hat city and is t o be found a~ong t h e manu scripts of t~1e Michal 
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co ll13d ion in t he Oxford library . 11Teshubot ha-Mi nim" is a 

:;:ioie·ni c agaL~st the a postate Charles A..riton, and describes the 

alll: ;;ed cons".'l i:racy between h i m and Eybe schuetz . This wo1•k was 
278 

:-1e NJ.' .•l'L1ted because of i ts great length. "Z1kkaron be-Sefer" 

i s an at ac'.c on mo.ney-cha!lger :; -:,.n..1 bank ers . It was never 

prt:i';;.ed. be ca) s~ :B>nden had a cha::1ge of heart and feared t hat the 
279 

wor~r \'lould create f urther co'1 ';;!'0V0r sy l n. t he t;~1re a -com:nunl tie s . 

The rabb i nical writings of !!:nden we r e as follows: 
280 

1) Letiem Shaiaayim . This is a commentary on t he Mishnah 

and an e ssay on Maimonide s ' "Ya d. '' It con sists of t -.10 parts . 

~he fi r s t part , dealLrig wit i1 Seder Zera'im and Seder Moed , and 

i nc luding the tre!:>.tise on !1iai 'nonides' work, was printed in Wands-
261 

beck i :n 1733 . Th e s eco!ld pa rt , dealing 111 t h t::ie remaining parts 
282 

oi' the ~Hshnah , wa s printe~l i 1 Altona . 
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2) Iggere t Bikkoret. This is a c ollection or responsa~ deal-

i ng with questions raised b y t h e decisions of Rabbi Katzenellen
:£4 

bogen , and others . It was print ed i n Altona, l n 1'736 . 

3) She'el at Ya ' abez. This work is a collect ion of ~mden ' s 

res~onss., \Vritten in s.ns .~er tc quest ion s fro!ll Turkey, fr om Ber

lin, ii:antua , Br ody, London , Amsterdam, Danzig, t :-i.e three - com"'lun-

i ties, and many other parts of ~urope and the Or i ent . It c on-

sists of two parts , t he firs t sect ~on or wh ich wa s prin t ed in 
285 

._,~~·.a ln 1739 , t he lat t er i n t h e same c ity in 1768 . 

4) S i ddur Tef illah . Thi s is a cr i t ical edition of t he 

pra:.;rer -book conta ining a commentary wh ich include s a complete 

descrip tion o.f the ritual f' "ld its laws, a s well as gra_,..,,.matical 

note s . The work is divi:iec, i n to t hrac parts: "Am11ude Shams.yiro.11 

( or "Be t El'' ) treating p r il1a..rily ·,1it"1 t :"le week- day and Sabb~th 

J . • •·.,i : .~e ; ~•d p r ayers; '1Sha' a1• 1'la-Shamtr1e:yim," deal i ng with law s 

and obser-.;a!lces for the new- moon; and "BJraJ~ot Shama.y im" ( or 

"Mi gda: 'Oz") which discusses v~rious life- cycle customs, such 

~'° c:.r~· · ..,cision, ete. Tile b ook also includes c1•1t1cal treat

i se:i on se ver al sch oll:l.!'1.y works , such as the "Eben Bol;lan. " It 

was nr inted i n narts an d at v~!· to:.i s intervals b e tween 1745 and 
- - 286 

1748, 1'1 t !-.e c o:1ll!11.mitJ of Altons. . 

5) Ez Abot . This work is a crit i ca l edit:i.on of "Abot" 

fron: t:1a :li :;hns..h . : t ali: o c ontains a s e ct ion , cal led "LeJ:.em 

11!ekudir.: , '' w:iich is a gra r .. iatical treatise on t he vocaliza t i on 
287 

of ''Abot . '' I t was p ub lish ed. in Amste r dam , 1 751. 
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6) K1sJ· shurim le-Ye.' a&:ob . This i s a collection of s ermons 

of Emden , parts of which i1ave been publ tshed and parts of which 

are still in manuscript form. Those t hat have been published 

are: 11Yezib Pitg a m" -- a memorial sermon delivered in honor of 

his f ather in Le mberg, 1719, I:r inted i n _1\.ltona i n 1740 · "Pesah ' . 
Godol" -- a. Pas sover sermon preached in Emden, 1730 , and i n 

Altona, 1774 , and printed in the latter city in 1775; "Sha•agat 

Aryeh" -- a memorial sermon in h onor of :i.1s brother-i.n-law, 

Ra~bi Aryeh Loeb of Amsterd~n, pre ached in tha t city in 1755, 

a.11d printed in Amsterdam in t:ie sa.rne year ; "Shemesh Zedokoh'' 

a wedd i:ig sermon, p r each ed on t h e occasion of his t hird mar

ria.5e, 1744, and prtnted in Altona that same year; 11Sha'are 

Azoroh" -- a s err.ion prtnted in Altona in 1776, the dat e and 

the _··lace of its preach ing being u nlmown; and "Tefillat Yeshor i m" -

a ser::o;: which Emden preac'-erl in Alt ona i n t h e year 1775 on t h e 

oc~s.sion of Shabbat Shuvoh, cmd it was printed i n that city dur-
288 

ing ~-i...1e sa-r:ie yenr. 
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7) 3~ :1.er Olam Rab bah ·ne -Zute.. This ls a critical edition 

of SeJ...-; r Ola..'11 and j,1egillat Ta ' a~it, but at the conclusion 0£ 

t~is ';mden has a p;>ended sevsral ot;her writL"1gs. There is a re

s~o:1stl.11 to t he leade rs of the Synod of the Four Countries (Va.ad 

Arba t..razot) i n which Emden assures the1n they are permitted to 

hand over members of the ::>abbatian sect to the authori t i e s for 

'.:l1mis11:nent; there are various quotations i'rom Christian litera

ture ;·1hich Emden cites to indicate the lack of similarity be

tween t he Fra.nk1st cult a..Ttd Cl~· ist ianity (which , incidentally, 

indicates a s-urprising grasp of Christian theology); and there 
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is a copy of t h e confess1 on :-:l.f1d e by one of t he members of the 

Franl:ist cult before t he Jewish connnunity of Satanov, Poland . 
290 

This book was printed in Hamburg , 1757 . 

8 ) Mor u-Kezi' ah. This work consists of t wo parts. The 

first section contain s novellae on "Orah Hayyim" of t he Shul-

hel- Arlilit~ and at its conclu sion contains a description of t he 

:nt:.~a.culous deliverance of EmdE:n ' ~ b ooks from the hands of Eybe

schuetz ' men who invaded h i s h ome . l'he second pa.rt i s a callee-

t1~n of various resyonsa on such question s as the laws of vow-

of:'eri ngs , Hanukkah, "Shaa.tnez," etc. Both parts were printed 

at ir r egul ar i ntervals over t~e period of years from 1761 (the 

numer ical value of the letters '' :Mor u - Kez t' ah") until 1768, in 
291 

Altona . 

9 ) M1tpBJ)at Sefarim. This work , also, Ct)nsists of two 

parts . The f irst section consist s of an analysis of the Zohar , 

i n w~ich the Emden atte~pts to treat i ts contents and its auth or-

s:1i -p cr it i cally. Tl1e second p art i s a criticisrn of a work known 

as "Emunat Hahanim." Both s ect ions were printed i n Altona i n 
292 

1768 . 

10) Zizim u -Fera\lim. (Also refe rred to by Emden as ''Leket 

Orot. 11 ) This book is a collection of articles which analyze 

Kabbalah. It discusse s the meth ods of mathematical permutation 

employed and also explain s some of t he doctrine s or t h is theo-
293 

sophy . It <fas published in 1768 i n Altona . 

11) Luah Ere sh . Th i s boo!<: consists of a grammatical 

analysis of' the prayer bo:ik. Its purpose primarily is to crit1-
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cize the vocal.ize.tion of a pra:;; er - book, 11 Sha ' are Tefillah, 11 

issued by one Solomon Rena. It also contains responsa dealing 

with various liturgical cpestions. It was printed in Altona 
294 

in 1769. 

12) Dibre Emet u-M1shpat Shalom. This work consists of' 

t he arguments p- esented by rep resentatives of the communities 

of Altona and Wandsbeck in a disp u te between them,and Emden's 

decision in the dispute. It was printed in Altona, but t~e 
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date of printing is uncertain. 

13) Megillat Befer. This work, Emden's autobiography 

and t h e biogral)hy of his .fat'ier, Ha.ham Zebi , remainei. in :nanu-
• • 296 

sc!' : ~t fo r m. for a long time, as we have indicated. !ts first 
297 

co:nplete :printing was in 1896. 

There a.re a number of Emden 1 s works wlliCL"l are in unpub-
298 

lis:'led form. Th ey consist of t h e following: 

1) Za'akat Damim. This is a refutation of the blood ac-

~usati0n made a g ainst t h e Jews of Poland by the Frankists and 
299 

ref~rred to in Emden 1
2 book , "Shim.mush," p. 82. 

2) H~lakah Pesukah. This \'1ork consists of a compendium 

of t he laws mentioned L"'l "Or~ ~anim'' of the Shulhan Aruld1, 
. 300 

par~icularly in their r e l 8ti0n to the order of the prayers • 
. 

3) S:1 lketa 11-!ileshil).a. This is a responsum to R . Israel 

Li"Oschitz r e futing the ilessio.nic claims of Sabbetai Zebi and 
301 

Jacob F rank . 

1) Mada' ah Rabbah. In t h is work Emden has made a callee-

t i on of t h e various Targumim to t he Pentateuch: Targum Yonathan, 
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Targwn Yerushalmi, Targum Dibre ha.- Yom1m , t h e 1.~asora.h, Ba' al 
302 

ha-Turim, etc. 

5) Gal-'Ed . This is Emden ' s own interpretation of Rashi 
303 

and of t he Targum to the Pentateuch . 

6) Em la-Masoret. I n this work Emden has writ ten his ex-
304 

plru1ation of the Masoretic notes on the Pentat euch. 

7) Marginal novellae on the Babyloni an Talmud . Emden has 

me.de ms.rginal an.."lotations 0'1 a set of the Babylonian Talmud 
305 

printed in Frankfurt a . M., 1716. 

hside from his annota tions on the Talmud, Emden wrote mar-

ginal novel~ ae on a number of oth er works, such as Elijah 

Le·vita's 11Meturgeman'1 ; Caro's 11 Keret1 u-Felet1"; Maimonides' 
306 

11Iggerot"; and Saadia Gaon ' s 11Sefer h a-Pedut we ha-Purkan." 

The authorship of a Kabbalistic work , '1'Ma.l)nayim," has also 
307 

bee~ ascribed to him. I n ad~ition to h is own writings , Emden 

also published the works of :nany of his .:.mpils and of con-

temporary scholars . 



PART_ T'''10. JE'.VISH LIFE IN EMDEN ' S DAY. 
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A. Limitations of "Megil~at serer" as Source-Book. 

Jacob Emden did not conce i ve one of the purposes of h i s 

autobiography to be that of de scribing the l.ife a..nd manners of 

the J ew s of his time. His objective was that of outlining the 

signtt'ictant events of his own and his fat11er' s l i fe . If' occas

ionally he include s informs. tion of a more general nature which 

reflects something of the cha~acter of the J ewish conu!lllnity of . 
his day , t~ose facts are o~ly incidental and subordinate to his 

main purpose . To at tempt, t her efore, to depict the Jewish li£e 

of Emden's time solely on the basis of his own testimony is at 

bes t hazardous, and certainly, L.• many instances, must be sub-

jective. The material pre sen ted in this section, therefore, 

may i n no sense be r egarded a s a complete treatment of each of 

the subjects considered, but :nerel y a preaentation of those 

v.:..rious r ef erences to be foun.J. i:-i "Megillat Sefer" wh ich have 

to do with that particular phase of the life of the Jews in Em

den' a day. In some instances the material has been supplemented 

by f acts drawn f rom sec ondar:r s ou.r ce s • 

B. Jewish Edu cation. 

One of t he fi.!'S t actions oi ::mden ' s .fa.t~1.e r, :eya..i:a.m Zebi, on 

establishi ng his residence L11 Al tone., in 1690, was to .fou..Tl.d a 

school. For twenty years he was Klaus -Rabb i ner , or head of the 

yefil1.ibah- dormitory there . The subjects studied were exclusively 

,- ' 
~ 
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in rabb1n1cs, namely -- Gemara, Tosefta, t he various Turim of 

the Shull]an Arukh, the Pentateuch and its conrnentaries Midrash, 
~8 , 

and gra.nnnar. Tl' t h is school pupils came fl:'om al l parts of 

Poland and Lithuania, as well as from the three-communities. 

~uestions were sent to it for con sideration from regions as f'ar 
309 

e::ia7 as J'erusalem. ?or serving a.s head of this institution 

H~ham Zebi received the salary of sixty reichsthaler pe r yea r 
310 

paid by t h e community, nor would he accept a.~y additional gifts 

or stipends from ar1y of his pupils. 'tlhen Zebi moved to Amster-

da::i i !l 1710 and became r abbi ':: '.1e :-e , he mainta ined a. private 

sc~o )l L~ h is own home, \'there he lodged h i s pupils until their 

number gre'l'I so large t hat it '~1a s necessar7 to receive a suo

ve11tion of fi.ve hundred gold coins to hire a special house in 

·~ :1ic:t t o lodge his pupils . This instnlltion was maintained as 
311 

~)lace of p erpetual study, day and night. 

The early age at wh ich c!1ildren were introdu~ed to e.iuee.

t:!. on _s seen in t he f act that 2."lden at the age of t hree was sent 

to school, and by t he age of five had already completed Tractate 

"Beroc:1ot 11 of the if.i shna . Eve~:l t he youngest children were 

fo!"ced to submit to physical discipline, a.'"ld the blows wh ich 

Emden received from his tt:ache~· s.t this early age were resp ons-
312 

i 1)le .for considerable of his childhood illness. 

Shortly after Emden's first marrla~e and his establishing 

residence with his father-in-la:.1 at Brody, he , too, established 

a privat e school, which he tau.;:i.t without pay. The subjects 

studied were e!ltirel1 in the field of rabb1n1cs: Gemara, 
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Tosef'ta, Tur OraJ;l ~ayyim," and Haggadah. Again, \Vhen Emden 

11ent to Lemberg, on the occasion of his fat:1er' s death, he 

maintained classes there, even during the short period of his 

residence -- a...'!'ld appa!'ently the need for teachers was so great 
314 

that he was urged to remain and continue his instruction . 

!n addition to Yeshibot and private schools, private tutors 

were occasionally hired. During Emden's absence fro~ Brody on 

his business trip when he at te~:1pted to sell some of' his father's 

writings, his wire hired a private instructor for Emden•s son, 

who lived in the home with ther'.i. . Rere, too, is f'urther evidence 

r egarding the early age of i nstruction of Jewish children, for 

this son of Emden' s was but sev€:n years or age a."ld •Ras being 
:315 

taugh t Gemara by this tutor . 

E;:iden includes · one further item or significance regarding 

Jewis~ education. In the early part of his residence in Altona 

he received charitable gifts from friends 1n London, a.nd with 

thi s money- he maintained a priva te ":ijebrah" in his home, which 

met each day for the :;:>Urpose of studying iilis~i.1'1ah. The money ?las 

used to provide for the support of the men who ga thered for 

t '1 is pur riose, and. after a time, when the men demanded the money 

without coming for s tudy, Emden u sed it · to support the educa-
316 

tion of the children in Alton~ . Although Emden makes no direct 

reference t o the institutlon of "billeting" students, he 1np11es 

that it existed, and legfolation of the three-cO?nmunities indi-
317 

cates that this custom w~ s observed t here . 
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C . Charity . 

In the reference which Emden makes to charity-coJ. lection 

end distribution he does not treat with t~e problems of local 

phil~~thropy, but discusses certain aspects of inter-communal 

charity. Sis discussion deals primarily with the problems of 

fraudulent charity collectors . 

While Yaabez' .father, Haha.m Zeb1, was rabbi in Altona he • • 
dealt with the question of c:.~ar ity frauds. At t h i s time col-

lectors (Gaba' im) went about t :1e var tous .Jewish communities 

u1 Ge rmany, Sohemia, ~orav1a, Austria, Rolland, England, France, 

Pol&nd, and Lithuania raising money for the Jev1s in Jerusalem. 

T~9s ~ collectors, Emden declares, themselve s consumed virtually 

al: t~e money that they raised, and very little of it reached 

Jerusalem. The money was raised primarily i n behalf or the 

As!'l2-:~-;~;:;~ settla:rs 1:-i 'Pale stine , for the :Jurpose of maintain-

i~ Yesi1ibot a.."11 s ynagogues t here. He.ha.1n Zebi recognized the . . 

f!lct that little of the money reached Palestine and according

ly h~ i n s tituted a system of sending the money through t rust

wo~~thy a,sents , rather than t hrough these collectors. Certain 

~ '"' of t~e wealthy men of the thre 9-0.0mmunities contri~ted money 

for t h is pur pose a.~onymously, and Zebi sent it to Leghorn, 

I taly , where a trusted friend sent it s ecretly to a Jew i n 

Hebron , 1:-:i.o in turn distributed it among the Ashkenazic Jews 

in JerQsa.lem. Each person wl'1.o re ce ived money there was re-

quired to sign a receipt, and t hese receipts were sent back to 



- 101 -

zebi. When the philanthropists in various of t h e larger west 

el"Il Europear. cities lear.ied of Zebi's me thod of charity- distri

but3.on, they turned over t h e 1r charitY. funds to him. Even the 

Sephardic Jews, who were not in t h e habit of supporting Ashken-
318 

azic charities, contributed funds to Zebi for distribution . 

Jacob, too, had to deal with t h e pro~lem of fraudulent 

charity collectors. While still rabbi of the. community of 

Emden , -~ sh ort time before h e left that city for Altona { 1732) ~ 

there a p? ear ed a group of t'!1ree charity collectors in t he city , 
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7lho said they bacl come fr o"TI : :i:13k, Lit:iuania. They declared 

th.a t t!le g ove.rn"llent there had. issued c ertaL'"'l r~atrictive l egis-

:.a+:.on vfr":i c'h h ad left t he Jews .l.n economic str aits and they 

had co111t; to col 1cct funds t o help t hese needy Jews . They ~1ad 

cre1e'1ti.s.l s . ;a';):;.arently signed by t '!'le 11.eads of the Mi nsk com-

.:iv.--:i ':y. a:1J. on that basis they h&d coJ.le ct ad funds in ma.ny 

r:: __ . c, _ , ~e:.r c.:>.!l!:ll.L"'.11 ~ i es, a"!d :1a<l ever. ra:!.s~d funds l n t h e 

Sepbardic con5r ~cations of Amsterdam and Lor.don {d.es9 ite the 

·u ;,.;l'..: '!'.lc l\c7f of the Se?hardim ::iot to c or:tribute to As lkenazlc. 

:-t:.lanthropies i t he se men had so persuaded. them t >.at t .... 1e7 had 

a.lt~red t J:;eir s tand) . Jacob, h owever, do01i)t. ed the int egrity of 

t:~eS\.. !l1c!1, Cl.!l d a few days after t heir arrival, when h i s uncle 

fr:>-; Grodno, Li thua.'l'lia {near ;.: i nsk} 1 ca.':'le to Emden, Jacob ques

tioned hio about t~e rep or tej restrictiv~ ~e3islutto~ . The 

uncle denied }.;--iowledge of any su ch l aw s . and Enid"'n ' 'las now con

vinced of the· dishone sty of t.11: ''Gaba ' .Lt. .'' Re told t he men 

~hi.. :.. if t'l-iey would entr st t:> :1ilu i:;.:l :11~ funds they had col-
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lected he would send the money to Minsk by a local represent

ative, and would also help tnem collect funds i n the community. 

They ref'used h is plan, and he wrote to Moses Ragis in Altona, 

asking the latter to 1nvesti3ate t'li.e matt er further . At the 

time one of t he men \vhose n ame had been i'orged t o the creden

tta.ls was l iving in Altona, a."'1.i h e i rmnedi.ately convinced Hagi s 

o:' t · .e fraudulent character of t he letter r:i:r d t he c1 aim. Emden 

revea l ed this informat ion to h i s own commun1t7, but the people 

;-e!'' ised t o accep t h is statement, an d permitted the "Gaba 1 1m" 

to contbue their collect ions . When Emden warned t :ie collectors 

e.g-.:::s t ::irocee".l~.:'lt:; to Altona, t h ey ignor~·l ~im. On arriving 

i n Altona, however, the lllen we :;:-e arrested, and though they spent 

t ·,.,.,. :Un1s t hey h a:l collected• i n an effort to be released, it 

·ru.z t :i uo a.vall . After serving sentence for fraud t hey were 

set f ree , but Emden t ook a dva!ltage of t :ie case to point out 

to t he Jewish cO!nlllU.!1~ ty the ne ed for investigating charit y 
320 

C )l~e ctors before curn i n;; o·ver :' .mds t o t h em. 

Around 1734 a group of c!-..ar ity- coll e ctors ca.."lle to t he 

t ·-,,r: e -colt!Jun ities from t e e t:rr.1 of Khotin. in Podolia. . They 

ca.me seek ing funds to cai•e for a. group of J e·N i sh i mmigrants 

fro:n Rus s ia. 111:.o !1a.d begun tr.1..;r 1 t i n g t o tlleir city L"l 1 760 . The 

J c·.1:s·'1 com . .ru.u..11.ty of Khot in we. s too small to provide for the 

:ieeds ::>f this large group of i mpove:- ished iml!ligrants and had 

sent representatives to t he various communities of Germany for 

hel p . These collectors , whom Einden was convinced were legiti-
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t ''lI'ee-0011.nuni ti.::s ' c''l i e f - 1•ab'J l ~-· e s c:itH:- tz , for they had h eard 

of his Sabbat l an tendencie s in Podolia. Accordingly, they 

t urned to Emden for ass i stance , and he designated t wo members 

of t he Altona community t o assist them. The campaign was con

ducted in a door-to-door ap'~eal for fre e-will offe r ings, a.'tld a 
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sum of fifty gold ducats was r aised i n this region . 

D. Ind.ustry . 

T~ere was a surprisingly l arge number of occupations i n 

which t b e Jews of Emden's day engag ed . I n the ma1n, ~owever , 

!!le s t of the industries to which h e r efers had t o do "lit~ trading , 

r ather t "'lan '!ra ft s or profe'3sions . 

".!'.ile J;IaJtam Ze b i was .rabbi in Altona l"-e did not liv e solely 

on · i s meager income as "Kl a :l.::-Rab'biner." He entrusted f unds 

to ce:ot::o. in friends who inve a r. ~a 1,.,is mone y in j e ··.•t.1-:-y, a'".d ~::- o-
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: -.. :;~, •-= of t"lis he earned p rofits -- as lar ge as 300/~ . tie also 

der ived in come here from the s :;.le of Kosher wLne , whicl1 he i tr-

~:>rt ed from France and Italy. Du.ring the invasion of t~e Swed

ish army, h0'!1_ever , he sustained great losses when all of h is 
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nerchandise 1kad to be dis Do::io .. ~ of hurriedly. 

·:.hile i!l Broaft}, Emden enG<1:ed in the i mporting bus iness. 

Se y>urc'l-ta s ed pelts , goats ' he.lr , chamois , etc. from the su.rround

ing territor y in Moravia. and Hungary and shipped t hem to AMster

da:n to friends there. In exch~nge for t h is h e received var ious 
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small maufactured article s from A...~sterdam which he sold in 

Brody. Due to a sudden depreciation i n the price of pelts, how

ever, he lost most of his prin cipa l e.nd was forced to abandon 
:32 4 

t 'lis business. 

Of particu lar i n terest i s Emden ' s descrip t ion of t~e par

tici~ation of his friend, ~euben Norden of Amste rdam, in t h e 

di~~ond indus try. A rich dia.mond mine had been discovered in 

Brazil b~· the Portuguese, and t hey desired to dispose of t he 

product s of the mine without r evealing the discovery . They were 

u:--_·7i 11 i ng to ms.ke k nown the origin of t he di a?nonds . for all 

the jewels pr ior to this time h ad come from t he East and mer 

c!1a..11ts might be skept ical of t he va lue of the new product. 

An:dct;~ ~o f ind an outlet for the diamonds i n Amsterdam and 

London, t hey revea\ed t heir secrr t. to t h e Norden family, and 

t~e ~atter dls!)Osed of the jewe ls (purportedly as Eastern ones) 

at tremendous ';)refi t s . Although the Nordens e xt ended Emden 

~os-:- :.tality i n Amsterdam, t hey d id not offer to share any of 
325 

the business with h im. 

Dur ing the early part of Emde~ 1 s residence i n Altona (1733-

1740) his wif'e e ngaged in mone y - len ding . Although Jacob \'las 

op osed to t b is t ype of busi~ess , hnd l ate r became i nvolve d in 

a confl ict with some of t~e money - lenders of t h e three-comr:luni-

tl. ;$ , ~?1 &rent ly he did ~ot protest too much against his wife 's 

acti '1i t.y . The bus iness was o~ a small scale, minor loans having 
:326 

been made various gentile and Je·.vish neighbors. During this 

t ime, als o, Emden engaged in t he sale of various merchandise 
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which friends pur chased for him i n A...~sterdam and London: such 

things s.s jewelry-trinkets, pe pper, tea, and small ma.nufact-
327 

ured objects . 

The real-estate business was also attempted by Emden, and 

he purchased a number of hou ses L~ Altona . Although he exper

ienced great difficulty i n mee ting the payments or. his mortgage 

a"'.'ld t 11e e xpense of :na1ntenance of t:ie ho'.< s e s ~as very great, 

'1e still managed to derive a l a r g e sum oi' money from 1."'entals , 
328 

a~j c0n.sidera.ble profit from t 'ie ulttnatc sa:!.e of his property . 

In addition to the afo~o~entioned industries, Emden de-

'io:.:d a large pa.rt of h is ti:ne to h i s printing business. Al-

t~n.:gh :ie do e s not :nention anywhere that h e derived i ncome from 

t ":is \?Ork , unquest ionably t he s a le of h is own bool-:s and t~osv 

of ot:-:.ei~s w"lic:. 11.e publia}: ed must have provided h i m with :::iart 

: .. iuc: 1.iu' :es ".Tle ""!tion also of t h e fact t:i.at Jews participated 

b t~e v&.riou s merchant fairs, such as t h e annual f a i r a t ? r ank-

::·: '- ~. :i . Oder . Be r efe!"s to S..; 'T<:ra:i s11~':. 'b1.1ying trip s i:iajc:, 

329 
~,, ·- :...::. 0~·-=>t '·~r . ::-ta'bbi Z:-11 rti. i.: .. ,: : • '":'l°J&rg. 

::; is s .'..3 r1i f icant t o 11ot·:: q. _ ll:J t!"ibut l on of J ews i n i n 

d.tl.J~~,- ir~ t:"ie CO!:llm."-'!1i. t ),r of .~!:: .. JtJ..irg durL1g t~e lat l:e:' part Of 
330 

:::rn;llj:1 ' s life. Of 858 J e "1i sh : ax - p-c.:.ycrs of that ci "; y , the fol-

10·;1:.1g b-slne sses and profess".o:is we:r e ::-e ? r e s ented: 278 mer

c".1· :1ts . 23 teac'hers, 20 sc'-lo~ ......_,;:. , ::: "Ir.:'Ol"~~to.:-.:is '' ~ l'1 for""lers?) 

3 mus:cia.11s , 4 doctor.? , 2 S"".:i ch--':: e achers! ( "Sprachr"re iste r ''), 1 
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postman, 1 arms u1ercha .. -:t 1 : 1:-v .. ·, l watclllllSn, 1 "Stocl:- J uue" ( ?) , 

11 retired on i n come , and 1 money - l ender. C-r:1e re wer e ungue s-
331 

tionaoly .1nore money -lenders t h an t h is in t he community of Altona.) 

E. Heal t h - Co'1ditions . 

hlt:iough the variou s deta~ls which Emden incl udes regar~lng 

t·-ic '1e .::..lth probler.is o f hi 3 f~~ l y a. nd hi.i-nself can :ic:;.:=-dl;y be re-

garded as a de sc::-i :)tion o~ t :-10 difficulti.e s -n'!iich conf'r6nted 

L- e:1tire J ewish comr.1unity o f >-i s da:,i , t hay :nay be c.Jn stder ed 

~o~e o~ less repr esentative . I n t he l i ght of t h is, one is im-

".'.'!ej_c-ttcily struck witl:. t :1..: 1,rn.3t i£'loont of' i llness and inf an t 

''!~~· : :.:.·1 1ty w:iic'.::l must hs.ve plagued t he Jewish community of' Em

de:: ' s time . That anyone should live to a ripe old age of eight y 

ye:lr -::. , as did Emden, s aa:ns ·;;ell- n i gh miraculou s. 

Shortly b 6:'ore Jacob' s 'birth, h i s fatb er, Ha.ha.>n Zebi, was 

striclren with cholera ('~oli 3:"1e':tors....11). On :::.dvi ce of physicians 

he wen t to t~e watering-;; 2.a~e of Errs - bad, indicat ing t hat even 

b t __ !it period Je·:1 .; we r e fami liar with an d to:)k advantage of, 
332 

t~e ~nedicinally-valuable waters of the Rhine s pas. Euiden, h i m-

a ..: l :' , experi.::n c ed illness fro:-.1 ".:is ear l i e st until his l as t days . 

: n '\is childhood he wa s a ff'lict ed wit h small- pox, me a sle s, :o.nd 
333 

"- n m re p l a.gue of boi l s w"' i ~,_ :; e::- : o.!:>lJ e"1:ia..11gered 11i s life . 

1I':1e h.ck cf quarantine restr ict io!'!s i n that day :Jay account for 

t:1e :'re quency vit:J1 w!'lic11 lte and othe r members of ~is family 

~ell vi ct iM to contagio~s dtaeqses. 
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'."fuil~ Journeying "ith ~i s f a ther to Hamburg , in 1715, Em

den was stricken with a severe pulmonary ailment (probably 

pneuno:iia), and t~e doctors r e sorted to t h e method of treatment 
334 

cooJJon i n t h at day : bleeding of t:he patie .i.t . He r e covered both 

f r o:u the a i1 :nent and the cure . Although Emden ~u.ffered occas

i onal illne s s .fro~ time to t ine after t h i s , h is next s e rious 

.; i.:~' ~ 1•: 3d 0c:;tir.red in Amste r d8..!"? SO!"e t e:i years later, when he 

was a!'flicted by a taue-worni , t '.1e removal of which he describes 

l:l a ll its "gruesome" details . Th e n ature of t h is il~ness re-

f::.c ~ts the r robable lack of sanitation of t h e tine, since th~s 

1s ~sually a. con t r ib"Jt ing f a c tor to t 1"1e development of tape-
3 35 

7101"'rtl . 0::1 t h e occe s1.on of h i :i s e cond trip to Amste rdam Jacob 

f :3 l l ill with the ~ddney-ail:nent from which he suffered for al-

.::os t s. quart e r of a centu r:-. .;,t + e ,...- ti !1 j s ;lf-trec:,.t~ent , '1.e 

:!' i.; l l t.a :r1edica.l alms.nae ( a p rocedure t o w:ii ci1 rr.any Jews of ~us 

da:• _:'Jro"oa.bly resor ted) , a.'l"ld tried to cure h i ms e lf by d r inking 
3'5 

e·{cess;_ ·1e amounts of tt:.a, vJ>-, :_ ~~, but e.ggravateJ. t~:e a i l..":lent . 

3a ~a:;se o f t"le b i:..d wat~r , re s1l::!-ting from floods , Jacob and 

~i.is e'l t ire family were stric'.:e!l. ·.vi th fever du ring their residence 

b 3mden . ;fe als o att r ibu t e d t :1ei r i llnes ::; t o t :te bad clLnate 

o:' fo a.t r e .;i cn , ·:i':. lc~ may •11e~l : i r:..ve ~etJ'l a c o;i t::'.' i "ou t i n g factor . 

Th e frequency of infant-;:10r t s.! i t y :lur ing t hi s :_Je:-iod i s 

evidBnc:::d 'by t h e f a.ct t '1a t o f' f i ve chil dr en born to Emde~1 1 

s 

v\.i~'I"!] ·;1i fe, b e t we en t h e ~rear:. 113'2 UrtU 17 43 ( tYIO Of tr~ Ci'i~dren 
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The mother herself passed away at the birth of the fifth 
338 

child. 

Small-pox struck Emden's entire fami ly in the winter of 

1758
1 

a!ld l eft one ,.,f' his child ren temporarily blinded . The 

sa~e year an infant 3on suffered severe hemhorrages at circum

cision . Both of these ailments were in part aggravated be-
339 

ca.u.:ie of the limited medical 1mowledge of the time. A fe•n 

years later Enden l'l imse lf suf~er ed hemhorrages which nearly 

cost '1im his life; and small-pox struck t~'le family again, tak-
340 

1n0 the l i fe of one of Emden ' s daughters. 

Althou£b there are ot~er exten sive descriptio~s of the 

il'l.:'!e<isea vf'1.ich beset the Emdens, the foregoing indica tes suf

ficie'1tly ho•:1 grave \'as the health situation i n Emden' s time. 

T!'1'ed ca:..:ses ~or t "!ie pr evalence of ill health evidence the'!l-

se l ve3. The fir.::>t i s t :'le lack of sanitation . Although the Jews 

o:? fae three-co':l:nunities were not restricted to a ghetto, t hey 
341 

did live in the less acce 'Ot:.l'Jla _..:D'ts of t'lle ~ities. Th e 1gnor-

&.nee of ;:J. • .lc- quc..te 11.e'li ·J t.J. l tr~ ~,r;""!laYJ. t is another i .. eason for the 

health situ? t ion. Emde~ 's foolish attempts to cure himself and 

the ·_i se of a"!lulets to p revent infant mortality are two illustra

tio~s of h ow ba.ckwa!"d was :iie:iical knowledge at the t!.rie. And, 

thirdly , the absence of quar~YJ.tine restrictions could not but 

make for frequ~nt illness and e arly mortality . 
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F . Travel. 

It is not our purpose to outline here t he itinerar~ covered 

'Jy ~E.J.1run Zebi and Jacob Emden duri ng t heir lifetimes·, for t hat 

has bH.n more or l ess C:.o s cribed i~: t""c S£.;Ction tr e<.>.ting -.1 it1: tl°'e 

lives of these two men. There were, however, difficulties ex-

perienced by Jews in their travel during those day s which are 

si~ificant and worthy of mention . 

1!/hen l<'mden ,journeyed f'ro1:i Brod:v to Lemberg, after receiving 

news of his fat:ter' s death, the overland coach in which he 

travelled was attacked by robbers , wh ile passing through a forest 

in Poland . Just as t h e robl-\ers were about to p illage the coa ch 

a merchant train approac~ed, and the bandits were frightened 
342 

a·:1ay. That highway-robbery ·.1as not uncommon is evidenced from 

the fact t hat ag ain, some ye a rs later, when Emden was returnin~ 

from i.msterdam to h is h ome i n Altona, he encountered bandits 

near tr-. e comrnu n it:v of Prae:ue. Tl·.e coach, which he had hi!'ed to 

~o fror.: 3<'urth to Pr •- irue, refused to delay in t he lat ter citv to 

permit Emden to remain there over t he Sabbath; and when he h ired 

a :1riv&.te coo.~r. after the Sab ba th, the driver of' this second 

coach proved to b e in a cons~iracv with bandits and J:ermi:ted 
343 

Emden to be exposed to thelr mercies. 

Nor was t !'le possibility of robbery the sole hazard to 'Nhich 

Jewi sh tra velle!l.s were exposed . Cn the aforementioned trip fro112 

Amste rdam to Altona, Emden encm.;ntered other unpleasantness. In 
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traV'elling .1.'rom Prague to Brunn '!:mden experienced some of t h e 

disconi..i'ort of Jew-baiting . He ':'·S.d ~1 ired a seat in this coach 

under the impre s sion t h at onlv J ew s v1ere to be in t :te party, but 

t here were t·110 Christ i ans present, a l so - - an Italian merchant 

and a priest . These two i nnnediately demanded t~at the Jews 

yield t heir choice seats to t hem, and they proceeded to ridicule 

and mock them. They would not ~ermit the Jews to perform their 

devotions (i.e. to "lay Tefil l in") and whenever the coach h ad 

diffic\; l t y in climbing hills, t he7 insist ed t h at the Jews get 

out and \'lalk. Th is, h owever , :oroved to be fo1•tunate for t h e 

Je ... is, for r,n one occasion t h e coach was r.ioun t1.'1g a s t eep in

cline, w1:ere on one side of t le road there was a dee p de c livity. 

The t wo Chr i stians and t!'le driver insisted that the Jews ge t 

out and walk . Suddenly the coach side-sl i pped and turned over 

and t~e Italian merchant was in jured. The priest was forced to 

r ei:iain behind wi th t h e injured :nan while the Jews (deriving a 

grL':l sati sfaction out of t h i s 1)oet ic .1ust i ce vis'\ t ed on their 

persecutors) proceeded on to t he h ext town with out ~1rther dis-
344 

c0:1fort . 

The da.na:ers of sea-travel were ex per i enced both by i<:mden 

and members of h i s family . ··ihen ~mden travelled across the 

channel fron Amsterdam to London a t the time shortly a f t er his 

f ather 1 s dea th when he was tr7inp: to collect some of Zebi ' s 

debt s , h e experienc ed a terrific s torm and the boat was aln ost 

lost . As a result, b oth ~mden and h i s s e rvant be came seriously 
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545 
111 for some time after t~e shi:;> reached England. Again, when 

Emden ' s t wo daugh ters ·.vent by ship to Danzig. in the summer of 

1757, ':.1-.ey met with such a t -3rrif'ic storia th&t the bc~t ·nas 

di•iven miles off 1 ts course , lost its mast , a :1d b arely r eac!led 
346 

port safely . It took consiaerabJ~ cour~ge to brave the rig ors 

of s ea - travel du ring thos e da ;s . 

In s pite of the d an gers of sea and o ve rland t ravel, t hers 

;1t "'i.; J e·." s courageous enough t o .j ou~"'ney gre i;. t .11'3tance s . Emden 

reco~ds that one of t h e purpos~ s of h i s trip to London (referred 

to aoove) was to attempt to colle ct fundi:i from Reb r.rorde cai 

1a.-,'burger who had just returned from I?ldi a. This man had SI£ n t 

a~ e~tire year travelling to I ndia and had r emained there for 

- ' 
so·ne t.ig:it or r1ine months . As a re.sul t of "11 s dealin3s there , 

h.~rn:i.Tc::r , "'le "'lad returned ~ome to b is wife and n i ne children 

-.1it ·1 a va st fortune i !"l gold a "1d jewels . The willin~ness to make 

s'I..-.!-, l~:13L: Ly a":'ld h a zs.rdous journeys vias usual1::r i nspired by eco-
347 

~omic :1e cessity , tind in this c ase the risk was well-rewarded. 

n lt", o·:.lgh Emden no·.,1here elab ors.tes exhaust ivel-y on the ex

act status of the Jew s in relation sh i p to t-..e s e c1.ilar gove r nr.lent 

of t--.e vs.rious cities in which 11e and h i s fat!'ler lived , he does 

:;u,,'~e fre quen t mention of so'"'le ? G.Y. ticu lar function perforil'!ed by 

t:-tti Je"IS for the gove rnment, or in cide nt. s in wh ich J ens were 
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brought intr• conflict with t he i:i;overrunent. He also relates var

ious dealings between Jews a nd g ent iles wh ich throw some l i ght 

on the position of the Jews in t l:e opinion of t h eir Christian 

neir;hbors. 1'le propose t o i nd. icate a f ew examples of this. 

During the residence of both :;tal;larn Zebi and Emden in 

Altona they had considerable dealings with Reb Baer Cohen of 

t hat comnunity. This man, a 11parnos 11 of the city, was very 

influential among the Jews owing to t he fact that the civil 

authorities had empowered him to levy the amount that eRch in

dividual Jew should pay in taxes to the government. The f act 

that such p ower wa s entrusted to him indicates the extent of 
348 

~rivileges gr anted certain Jews by the Christian officials. 

Haham Zebi was a l so granted considerable power by the Christian 

authorities of Amsterdam. During the period of his residence 

there he was empowered by the officials to deal directly with 
349 

all litiga t ion involving cas e s between menbers of the conu~nity. 

Aizain, when Zebi was living in ~erJberg, the secular authorities 

bec8!l:e so i mpre ssed with h is abilit y that they empo'.vered h i m to 
350 

deal with all Jewish case s , excep t t 1- ose involving capital crimes. 

The gre t influence which E3"oeschuetz possessed with t he 
351 

c~tholic autnorities in Prague has alr eady been referred to. 

Becaus e of this p ower, he repre sented the Jews in all civil cases 

of that community , and was em )o\·rered to provide the J e"1s of' 
352 

Pr ague \'l ith bail, wh en such ·11as nece ssary . His influence with 

the Danish off' icials over t h e t hree -communitie s has also been 
353 

indicated . It is particularlv evident when one recal l s that 
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because of' ' .h is intimate relationship (abetted by the interven

tion of Anton and Megerlin) Evbeschuetz persuaded the King of 

Denmark to rorce t he Jews of the three-comnrunities to accept 
354 

him again as chief-rabbi, with a ll powers r estor ed, in 1757. 

That Emden, too, posses £ed considerable influence with 

the Christian authorities i s. demonstrated by an i ncident which 

occurred during his residence as rabbi of Emden . At that time 

one of the Jewish e lders, Reb Jonathan Levi, had is sued a pro

cla_mation in the synagogue wh ich was contrary to a ruling of 

the government . As a result, he was summoned for trial. F.mden 

was called by the court to testify regarding t h is proclamation 

and alt!10ugh there was considerable enmitv between Emden and 

Levi at t he time , Emden indicated that he was totally ignorant 

of any wrong-doi ng on Levi's part. So greatly was Fmden' s word 

respected by the author i ties t hat Levi was irnned~ately freed 
355 

following t his testimony. 

The rela tions of even the influen tial Jews wi t h the gentile 

au t~orities were not withou t s ome conflict , however •• F.mden him-

self experienced several disa.gr ee ::> bl e incidents. On one of his 

bus ine ss trips, while he was stil l living in Brody, Emden, on 

t~e advice of a friend, had cros sed the 'Hungarian border with 

some jewelry without payi ng t ':l.e r equired tax. He was arrested 

by th~ off icials and held for t r i a l at Pressburg. At fir st , 

some of t h e authori t ies were deter mined to s i eze all of his 

merchandise and then release b.i m, but through the intervention 
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of a. friend ard through a plea of i gnorance of the law, F.mden 

was held over for t rial . In t h e meantime under t h e g·iidance of 

this same friend, Emden proceeded to bribe several of t he o~

ficia.ls, and when his case was f inally called for trial~ he was 

a1sr:Ussed. The fact that a man of Emden 1 s character was not 

onlY wi l ling to resort to bribery, but actual l y records the in

cident wit h out any effort at self - justification must indicate 

t hat t h is was a frequent and nece ssary procedure in t he relation

ships between Jewish merchants and t h e civil auth oritie3 of the 
356 

1av. 

Durine: t he time that "Smde.11 and his wife were engaged in 

t~e loan business in Altona, ~e experienced further unplea sant-

ness in t is rela tions with certain Fentiles. On several occasions 

ge11ti::_es came to him wi th what were purported to ~e letters of 

c~edit fro~ the famous Christia~ loan company of t~e Lo~bards . 

On tne basis of these forged docunents :Rmden extended money to 

t:'lese ge0tiles. but on attempting collect ion discovered t he 

ti1e :'raud~ J ent ch aracter of t he credentials offered. ' !hen he 

s·Jcceeded in having t he deceivers arrested, i n one instance the 

jud~e frt.ed t h e criminal ~lmost ir:unediatel:r , e.ncl L"l'l anoth er i n

stti.11ce - 1.'lden was for.ced to pa--r for the maintenance of the i:!e.ntile 

pris 'Jne:r dur1ng the period of his sen t ence, so that he soon 
3~7 

agreed to have the me11 r eleasert . The discrimi!'la tion which was 

sho\m by the court s in fe.vor of gen tiles in t he ir lit i gation with 

Je·;is, is read: l y demonstrated '.:nr these incidents. This was not 

al,vays true, ~owever, !'or some vears later when Fmden brougnt 
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suit again 3t a p;entile neighbor who h ad appropriated part of !1is 

property , the court decided Ln ><;r;iden' s favor, al though he was 
058 

f orced to pay for the court cos t s . 

H. Moral Conditions. 

r.ost of t he references i n fa:iden ' s work which h ave to do 

wi t ::1 t ::1e moral status of the tir:ie do not deal so nm ch \vi tn condi-

tions B.!!: Ong the Jewis~ comm.uni t:, as a whole, but rather a.re more 

or less related to the activi~ies of t he various rabbi n i cal 

le '.lders. The stat ements must be discounted so-iewhat. too, be-

cause of t~e intensity of Emden 1 s per sonal resentment a~aL~st 

se·1eral of the p eople whom he describes derogatorily. Vlith in 

these limi ta+; ions , h owever, so:'.!e insight may be gained as to tre 

mora.:.. s t ature of the Jews of 'Emden' s day . 

In h is description of t ns events of h is father ' s life , 

~mden relates several incidents which r eflect on t he c:i.aracter 

of soi.--:e of t::e Jews of the time . ··mile }.Ial:irun Zebi was re.'::lbi in 

.' .. nsbs.c'l:: one of t he i!lfluential Jews of that community was try ing 

to se cure permission to remar r y . Throu~h bribery , accordin~ to 

Emden, he had secur ed the permiseion of some of the rabbis of 

Poland, and he now sought to u s e tr_e same tactics with Zebi. 

The latter , however, ref'us ~d to be persuaded by money, and pr e -

ve~i.ted :he man 1 s re~arriage a s illea:t al, according to Jewish 

359 law. Again , when Zebi was in t.'1R community of Hanover straight -

ening out the affairs of a cert~in widow, t he lat t er sought to 
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~-.;:::;:s.:::i=:.e sc:::ole: a."!:l. ora:or . ::eit'.':er o~ ::iese cls.~'.~s ":Je L;~ 

::::;::. :~:.e d.: Sl::i o:: : :::s '.)s.sis o:' :·-_ese ::-eco:::::ie:ij$.tions t:::e t·:-..re e -
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cJ::.--u::i:ies '.:ls.C. elected 7.atze:;.el:e::·::-ogen. Be r::ol s.~ es, f·..i;>: '.:er , 

WO:!!E...'1 ( :;;.; s::ec!:e:i o :' i~o!'a:i'::;- ) :,:,oi:: ::e::- :;.'JS."'S...'1d :'or a uerL'd of 
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~ vs?::; . - ::-ears, wi t:::o"..l t c i;.u se • 30-.::: ::e a.'l'ld t he oembe:o s of ::is 

ra~~:.::!ca: cour t ~&i been gu i:: 7 , too. of acce ~t1!1g bri bes (so 

7 ::-.de!l c::s.r;es), .9..."ld ~ .. e ha.:: co:-. .:'! ~:i .: te:l ;>arts o f estate s en-

tr·;s:-:.i to !:.1.m for :;-r obs.:io:i, as ... c:ll as nulcted gifts fron var-
3f.3 

i:n :; ·;:Es..:thy :ne:-:'.:lc:rs of h is c .; ::: ::- ~p::.':. ior. . 

G::ie i!1cident occurrej j·i!":. :·.~ ::a:ze:ie lle!1bo szen's ter:n as 

c::ief-re.bb i which -=-mden cites as incicatin~ t h e low :r:oral status 

durir. ~ t:::e.t time. E'!lden's ;>ri-;r~ te synac:o&rue had been tempor:~rily 

b~<!led a~d he and cer tain of ~i~ f riends were a t tending s e rvices 

b t !".E: cormruni t:r s ;;no.goic:ue of :,.1 t ona. ··;nen Reb Ephraim , a friend 
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of Emden 1 s, discovered a man s·;ioldng tobacco in the syna.go~ue 

he became very angry and at fir st rebuked the man and then knocked 

t he pi pe from h i s mouth. Tne latter became enraged and, drawinsi: 

a knife, stabbed Reb Ephraim. Not only did this shocking murder 

occur within the very synagogue , but, to make matters worse, the 

murderer was freed when none of t he members of the congregation 
364 

was willing to testify a~ainst hi~ . 

One evil of a more general character which prev9iled in 

the three-communities was the nra ctice of coin- clipping which, 

EMden indicates, was carried on in spite of both governmental 
365 

edict and Jewish laws t o the contrary. In addition to this , 

he relates that the gouginp; of certb.in of the Jewish money 

lenders was a serious probl em, s o much so that he was moved t o 

devote part of his "Siddur" to a diat ribe against their prac-

366 
ttces. 

I . Jewish Communal Structure. 

It is impossible from t he few scattered r eferences in 

Emden ' s wri tings to the officers and functions of the Jewish com-

muni ty to reconstru ct anything like a complete picture of the 

organization of the Jews in t~e three~communities. In one in-

stance , Emden indicates that t h e authority of the chief-ra';b1 

was completely under the jurisdiction of the Danish king, and 

that the power to judge, assess fines and impose ot~er punish

ment was .a;re.nted to the ch ief- rabbi by the royal government . 
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I!"'! t he case of Yatzenellenbos.rc:n, '".ov1ever, he declares that t he 

ch ief-re.bbl delegated many o:f 21is :)Ower s to soJ:te of the lay 
367 

leaders of' the comrm.mity. End.en further implies that various 

o~ these laymen had aut!10rity at different intervals, t h at power 

·,vs.. s dele gat ed to one particul:tr leader for a s pec1.fic mont h a-"'ld 

that durinp; t hat time he was ·moYm a s t~e "elder of the mont h ." 

The extent of power possessed by t~ese laymen during their desig-

nated month i s s een in the fact that. Joel Shaav, who becaoe an 

ene~y of Emden, was enabled to clos e u p Yaabez' private synago~e 
368 

durin~ tl:e months when he wa s i n autr:ority . 

Any further picture of t :1e communal structure mus t b e de-

riv~d fro~ a scrutiny of the legislation in effect at t his time. 

It r eveal s that each o!' the t:U-ee communit ies had the following 

offic ~ rs: Ha~burg had a counci l of seven persons, c~mprising 

three elders (Altesten) and four assis t ants (Beisitzern}: two 

cantors and two sextons (1-:ustar), the latter being empowered to 

act as riitnesses and notaries: five rabbis who served as 

"Da.,..-an im": and four treasurers or tax-collectors (Kas s ieren). 

Altona ~ad a council of six elders and four assis t ants: it had 

two cant ors and three sextons, e i ght 1'Da y:van1m11 and six treas-

urers (the latter being authorized to work in Hamburg also}. 

·:rand~beck, the smallest of the t!lree cities, haO. a council of' 

three elders and four assista:-its: it had three cantors and two 
369 

se;ictons, t li..ree "Day,;anim'' and I' our treasurers . 
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On the occasions of t~e select ion of a chief-rabbi, the 

communities were authorized t foo increase the size of their eoun-
370 { 

cil to fifteen, and the number of vote s @:!'anted each community 

in such an election was as follows: Altona, seventeen: HamburR, 

six: Vlandsbeek, five . The residence of the chief-rabbi had to 
371 

be established in Altona. 

F.s ch of the three communitie s had to respect all laws in 
37 2 

effect in t he other two cities. 

J. Synagogue a~d Ritual. 

Since a great deal of tue life of Emden And that of his 

family was identified \'lith t he synagogue, he includes 1n his 

autobiography a description of many of the customs and problems 

which had to do with the synagogal end ritual practices of the 

day . 

In the earlv pages of' 11 Megillat Sefer," treating the life 

of some of F.mden ' s ancestors, t2ere i s related an incident which 

indicates the manner in which the problem of "Agunoh" troubled 

thP. Je\·is of the period. Rmden ' s ITT"andfather, Jacob b. Benjamin 

Ze~eb, wa~ _ 11v_µig 1n Poland at t~e time of the ChmiP.lnicki mas-
t: ·-;, 

sacres ( 1648 ), and he and his fa~ily fel t t~e fury of these 

po~~oms. Emden ' s grandfather wa s separated from h is family and 

siezed by the 11pogromch1ks~' The report reached h is family that 

he had been slain, whereas in r e ality h is life had been spared, 

although he was forced to h i de a·nong t he dead in order to save 
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h i mself. On the strength of the report , however, t he family had 

moved from Poland to Moravia., and there Jacob b. Benjamin' s 

''widow" had remarried. Some month s later, when ,Tac ob b. Ben Jamin 

managed to rejoin his family his wife discovered herself tn the 

unhappy situation of being an uni nt entional bip:runist, and al

tho>.13h she managed to have her second marriage annulled and was 

reunited with her first husband, be cause of this experience E1a

den• s f ather had sternly maintained t he princip le during t he 

balan ce of his l i fe of not ::>e:.."'!rc:..tt i n.e: !:ll1:f 11Agunoh" to be re-
073 

married . 

1.'.'hile ~al).am Zebi was rabbi i !'l the community of Amsterdam 

he had to dea l wi t h several ritualistic problems which a r e of 

i1terest . I mmediately on h i s a r rival in Amsterdam he discovered 

that the 11 ShoI:tetim11 had not been conforming to cer tain ritual i stic 

injunctions a.nd that t hev had , in consequence, been providini;; the 

J e"1is ': ",0r:i1nun i ty with meat i.'Tlproperly slaughtered. He i mmedi

ately summoned all the "Sho'!:letim" and in adcUt i on to demandin.12: 

confor~~ty to all ritual stipulat ions r egarding slaug~ter, he 

had inst ituted a new method re ,1Zarding payment for t he of'fice . 

Prior to h is cominp: the 11Shol:iet im" had received a salary from 

t he .TeV1ish community and had also r eceived certain portions of 

each an i mal slaughtered, from t h P. gentile butchers . Zebi im

mediately ordered that t h e office of 11Shohet11 should be sold by 

t:ie com;m.mity for a s\..lm of one t housand rubles , and t h at the 
11Shol,let" sho11 ld derive his income solely f rom f ee s for h i s work. 
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In addition, Zebi had ordered t :-:at , with regard to t:::ie :ii.- ikveh,
11 

t~e commun ity sh ould not hire men t o main tain it, as heretofore, 

but t h at this too should be disposed of as a concession for 

w!lich rent should be pa.id b '.'1 t ?'lo s e who were to c ontrol it, and 
374 

t hat they should charge i !ldi-.rid'-ls.l fee s for u s e of the 11}:1l{"veh .
11 

Yaflbez, too, experienced .~ertain ritual problems. At the 

time he was rabbi o~ t h e co~munity of Emden , he got into a 

heated controversy wit:i Reb Jonathan Levi over a ritual mat t er. 

T..ievi had _I:e r mitted a. certa in b l ind 11 Cohen11 to be summoned .for an 

11 .A.li~roh" i n tl1e r es.din g of t h e Torah . Emden maintained that this 

was i!1 ut ter cont radiction of Re.b~Jinic r ulings, and t hough h e 

finally be came pacified in t ".lls ~articular argument, ~e was 

moved on t h e be.si s of this, to write a lengthy re s pons um :;ioint -
375 

in,g o·..it t !-.at S'\.lCh a pr actice ·.vas ri tual~y forbidden . 

\':e have alre .::.d y r eferred to B!l1den 1 s niffic«1l ties in se-

c~ri~~ permission to e s tabl ish a ~rivat e s'mago~e, during t h e 
376 

time h e WA S in Altona. It is :2:rriden 1 s i mplication tha'" the prac-

tice of g ranting individua ls t he right to establish such private 

!1ou s.es of worsh ip was frequ ent at t 1; is time, and the sole reason 

for- his being de:iied suc'1 a p r ivilege was the personal enmity 
377 

of s ome of the Jewis}: off icials of t he community. 

/illOther ritual cust om is revea led b y Rmden in connection 

with a severe illness h e experien ced in 1?43. At the time of 

t !:le c!'isis of this siclmess, when F.mden wa s very nea r deflth, all 

t~e synE:.J?;O.fZUeS in the three-co·-.r;iUni t ies offered u p prayers in 
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his behalf, and when YaRbe z r e cov ered, he vowed to comrne~orate 

t he d ay on which these prayers bad been offeren (th e 15th of 

Shebat) by holding an annual f e3s t for the poor and a special 

service of thanksgiviniz;. He ob served this custom t h e rest of 
378 

his life . 

There are several viol at i ons of traditional ritual prac-

t ices which Emden points out as ha.v·-n g been committed by members 

of the Jewish comnrunity. They i ndicate that t~e ritual code 

·.vas not as strinp;ently observed by the .Tews of this time as might 

be expected. On the occasion of Eybeschuetz 1 restoration to 

ful l auth ority over the three-co~JIIUnities, in 1757, his followers . 
!"le l d a triumphal parade in which t h ey rode throu,a:h the stre ets 

c l othed in uniforms of the Hus sa r s, and, Emden charges, in so 

doinp.: t hey lrnowinftl Y viol a te<l t h e J e•.'lish law again st the wearinp: 
379 

11 sha 1 a tnez." In addition to t h i s, "Fmden points out several 

other ritual violations perpetra t ed by the Rybeschuetz .family. 

nlhen Eybeschuetz ' son, Ben jar.ti n "'iolf, was married, a weddinp; 

f ea st was held wh ich ext ended t~.rou~h the annual f a st day on 

t he 17th of Tamrnuz, without anv cognizance being taken of t he 
380 

f a st. _t._ furth er violation of .Tewish custom was committed by 

the same f amily when Eybeschuetz' s on had statues erected about 
381 

t he szrounds of a new home he '.1ad had built. The fact that 

it was the family of the chief- 1•abbi who were guilty of t hese 

viola t i ons indicates t hat certain phases of the ritual code were 

not s t rictly adhered to by t he J eX"!i sh community. 
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K. Secular Culture 

Most of the discussions in "Megilla.t Sefer" which deal 

with the learning and cultural level of the Jews in the time of 

E~den are concerned only with their education in, and familiar

ity Vlith Je,?ish subjects . Tb.e nature of the subject matter 

tau~ht in the Jewish sch ools of t h e time has already been de-

scribed. As secular subjects were more or less frowned upon, 382 

any 1mowledge of t h em had to o e s e cured by in.di vidual s h idy 

; J'-1 ;. c~1., it is intere s .. ing to n ote ~ ever: religiou s les.C.er$ of t h 6' 

time often indulged in. Emden sa•s that his f a ti.1er , in :;.Arlit-

ion to a knowledge of rabbinic sub ,iects, had also mastered five 

secu l a r lanfZUages: Spanish, Italian, HungAriah, and German . 

As ide from this, he bad studied an d acquired a reading knowledge 

of Dutch . On this basis, he atte,.,·pted tbe study of geography, 

botanv, biologv , a.~d even medicine. As this period of instruc-

tion was very brief, however, hP. cou1d not have master ed an-y of 
384 

these sub~ects ver~ thoroug~ly . 
That the Jews of the time WP.re beginnini; to manifest some 

i nterest i n art, despite rabbin ic injunctions against it, is 

indici'tted by several incidents . '\,nile ~a1:am Zebi was visitinp; 

in London , the members of the 3ep~Rrdic congregation t here had 

an a.;r>tist paint his picture. It was accomplished without t:ie 

h.~owledge of Zebi ; the artist ·:rnrked in an ad.joining room. Cop-
385 

ies of the portrait were solq ex'· ensively. · This interest in art 
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i s i'urther evidenced by t :-ie i :ic ident, re lated above, i :J. w!:ich 

Eybeschuetz ' son h ad statue s e rec t ed on t h e e s t ate of a n ewlv-

constructed home . Although 3~den ridiculed this oractice, h e 
. 386 

infers that t !:ere were ms.nv ·v:10 a ;>proved a nd enj oyed t h i s art. 

A.q:a i n , after t !le death of Ey'::>e sc:m etz, whe n !'lis fo: lowers !lad 

a :nonument erected over :iis g:r a ve, t h ev· h ad h is liken ess painted 

on t he tombstone and they also d istributed p icture s of him 
38 7 

a:110~ ::is many supporters . 

Be v ond t ::ese few reference s, t here is no general descrip-

tion b v Emden of' the cultural le ve l of t h e Jews of h is time . 



PART THREE: CHARACTERIZATION OF EMDEN 
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Characterization of Emden 

There are two completely antithetical opinions h eld by 

scholars regarding the character of Jacob ~mden . GrRetz de

scribes him as one who was '' .iu Rt, truthlovin~, fai thf'Ul to his 
388 

belief~, and one who s pokP- his honest convi ctions . 11 On the 

other hand, Rabinowitz, com~ent ~tor on Graetz, has t h is to say 

of Emden: ''We see in him a man ~·1h o appeared to the majoritv of 

t !1e people as an expounder of truth, yet who in reality expounded 

only its semblance and what 'Ha s really hypocrisy, a man who 

readily bec~rne angry and an~er~d others. The passions of h is 

heart, revenge and heated an.q;er, had dominion over him, and he 

could not find t h e inner strenr;t h to subdue them ••• He was 

crooked in his ways and walked pArverted paths, writing vilifv-
389 

bg books w}'l ich he attributed to :his pu pils •.•• " 

Somewhere between thesP, t rio diametrically opposite ~valua-

tions of F.mden the t rue picture of the man is probably to be 

found. To fill in the details of that picture, however, is no 

easy t fl sk , for it is the pictU!' e of a man whose career was lonp; 

and hectic , of a man who was i~volved in innumerable contro-

versies in which h e co~l ld not a l wa:rs h ave been motivated solely 

by love of truth, of a man ''11-iose v10rds , often written in the 

heat of' anger, can not alwa:rs b e a ccepted as t horoughly reli-

able . 

One of the "'lost significant forces in t h e char acter of' 

Emden was his intense, a lmost r s.tholoi;rical, love of h is father. 
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It is an at t achment wh ich r eveals itself in al~os t e very page 

of 11 11'.e g illa.t Se fer," and in t ;lO $e fift y-four pages of the work , 

which Emden devoted exclus i vely to the life o f h i s f a ther, h e 

por t r ays him in veritably superhuman form. He s peaks of Zebi' s 

learning in the most hyp erbol ic terms , at t rib-.i ting to him 

Jrno~·iledge of a ll sciences, "l'lastery over six languages, and coro-
390 

plete comprehens ion of al l branches of rabh inics and ph ilosophy. 

Be refers to h is great p i ety and ;1is abstentio~ from nrofit-
391 

"'la 'dng ent e r prise s. He describes h is gr ea t p ersonal beauty and 
392 

grac e of manner . Above all , ~e e r:i.phasizes Zebi 1 s hated of any -

t hil1g t h at smack ed of here sy, and of hi s constant efforts to 
393 

cru sh t ose suspect e d of such irregularities . 

Be cause of this int ens e affe ction for h is fat~er, E~den de-

sired to i mi ta.te h i m in h i s own lif e and beh avior. VIA s h is 

fath er l"e ruted for s cholars>iip? Zmden d e termined t o fol l.ow in 

h is footsteps, and produ ced s o1'.'!e s ixty book s to establish his 

clai1:1 . ~1a s h is fathP.r disintAre steo in pi7cunia.ry affairs? F,mden 

was set on naking the world cons ci·' us of h is own unconcern f or 

~ater ial t h ing s. (Often, t~ou~h , ~is own statements protest i ng 

lack of interes t in econo·nic s.ffe..ir s uncon s c i ouslT condemn , rat her 

than traise him .) ,,,:as his i'athe 1~ r-esoJv ed to oppose all forms 

of Sabbs.tian isu1 on the grounds t~_a.t they v1ere heresy? Emden took 

l'n t h e bludge on a ga i nst t h is movemen t with almost irrat i onal 

ve h emence. In one resp e ct, 11.o·:rnver , he fell s '.lort of his father's 

exa>Tl:;;; le. The latter had succe :J : f'ully held the p ost of rabbi in 
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the three-communities, but Emden had been unable to succeed 

him. Although he protests, fre quently and hotly, in his writ-

ings that he was not interested in the rabbi nate, t hat it was 
394 

not his desire to hold a pu 1pit, the protestations ring false . 

The fact that h e finds it necessS.!":'' to repeat t h is statement of 

bis lack of interest again a~d ~~ain indicat es that the r abbin 

ate was uppermost i n h is thou~ht. s . On t!:le occa sion of' the elec-

tion of Eybeschuetz to the post of chief-rabbi , and again in 

t he voting which resulted in the e{ction of Isa ·~ c Hurwitz. t~e 

fact t hat Emden received so little support i n the balloti n R was 

a real source of aggravation to ~im , as his writings unconsc-
395 

i ously r eveal. It was this wh ich in large part fanned the 

feud with Eybesehuetz, and certainly, in no small measure, con-

tributed to his resentment against Katzenellenbogen and Hurwitz. 

In t he c ase of Katzenellenbogen , Rmden say s that t he r eason for 

~is dislike of him was his failu re to recognize the prestige of 
396 

the F.mden family . The frequent mention of the enthusiastic 
397 

reanner with which the community of Emden received his preaching 

reflects the unconscious desire to convince the reader t hat i t 

was through no shortcoming on '<iiS par t that he did not oc~upy 

the post of' chief-r abbi of the three-comnrunit i es. 

Though Emden strove to errru late the deeds of his father, 

Haham Zebi, he did not succeed in ach ieving t he fineness of 

the latter's ehracter. 11fithal Zebi 1 s zeal to prevent h eretical 
::t 

influences f r om penetrating into Judaism/never led him to mean 
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and pet t y acts, at l east not according to Emden's descr i ption 

of h im. Emden , on the other hand, discl oses in h is very own 

words of justification, a dis~ositlon that had a great deal of 

stubbornness and even meanness in it, a certain amount of 

h.aughtiness, and a full measure of jealous suspicion. Bis 

stubbornness is seen, for examule, in his insistence, despite 

doctor 's ordel's, upon fasting on Tishe B'Ab when he was ill, lest 
398 

his ritual scrupulousness be doubted . H1s meanness is r evealed 

in h is st atement that he orde~ed t is followers to pray in Eybe -

schuetz'"' behalf when the latter .,,; as critically ill, not because 

of any sincere solicitude for t he sick man, but because he did 

not want him to die before he had an opportunity nublic l y to 
399 

apologize to Emden. Ris susuici ous nature appeax s in the 

c~1aracteristic statement he maJ<o:es that a t the election for a 

ch ief-rabbi after Eybeschuetz 1 death, t here must have been 

bribery an~ coll usion since h is ovm name was eliminated from 

consideration. Whether, as Rabinowitz - says, he was consciousl;r 

dishonest, however, is questi~nable. It i s true that he was not 

above bribin~ t h e judges of Pre s sburg at the time of h is arrest 
I 

~ /.•; 
for fa1. l ing to pay a border-tax . But this was a circunstance 

to which he probably resorted a s an accepted practice among Jew-

ish merc~ants of the time: and it may be that his f requent state-
400 

ments about h is refusal to acce ""lt gifts and bribes are 1n the 

main true. In bis frequent quar r els and controversies, he was 

probably convinced that he was a l ways fighting for the "right, 
11 



- 129 -

a_11d in many instances t~ere must have actually been sol'!le basis 

for his suspicions of unsavorv or heretical practices on the part 

of the men he accused. That occasionally he was merely quarrel-

some and fanatical is true and is probably explained by ~is over

.anxiety to achieve some of t '.'le f ru'.:1€ and repute of which fR.ilure 

to win the rabbinate in the thre e -col"'munities had deprived him . 

There were oth er forces wh ich no doubt contributed to the 

sl1auing of the man's character . J{j s c hildhood was not of t he 

hap~iestv There were unfavorable economic cot\ditions. And 

his health was not too good . He had been plagued by illness 

througi:lout h i s childhood , and in adti ition, nrust have been 

panpered py his parent s (which in p art ma~ account for his 

father-fi xation) . As a result, when he was forced to leave 

~is fa t her ' s h oMe, he was har dly prepared to meet all t h e dis-

conforts which confronted him . Ee su ffered from noverty, .fror.t 
401 

a shre•Nish wife, from illness, and from nostalgia; and so, 

early in l ife began to develoo s ome of the bitterness '"h ich fre

quently manifested itself in l a ter even ts. 

Although , t hus far, we have pointed out the weP1'!1esses in 

the ma 1.-ce-up of Emden, he WBS not with out h is stron,i;z; points, too . 

It was s omet.hing mor e than stub'-iornness vhich steeled h im to 

r isk the wrath of t he 1'trm1 y ent,..enched F.ybeschuetz a.nd ms 
numerous followers, to adhere t o h is convictions even when it 

involved physical danger, loss of prestiize, ter.r9orary exile from 

t he land and h is family, and - - no small factor with him -- con-
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siderable loss of money . ~e had courage and the strength of 

his convictions. Thou~h the wear ons he chos e were often to h is 

own disadvantage, though the~ r eveal the arrogance, quarrelsome

ness ~· d obstinacy of his character, yetthere was much in his 

figh t for the truth as he sa•? it Yihich was genuine and effective. 

He s aw that truth tnom the viewpoint of a strictly orth odox , 

rabbinic Jew, true to tradition . In a sense he considered him

self the guardian of true Orthodoxy, and he was ready to devote 

b is time, h i s efforts, h i s writings -- everythin~ -- to t~1e sup-

port of it. 

As for the most significan t controver s y of h is lifetime , 

t~e quarrel with Jonathan E7b e schuetz, it is difficult to de

t er mine entirely who was in t he right. Graetz holds t h at history 

has not decided unequivocall.y '.'l ith wh om the right lay, although 

t h e evidence which Rm.den has offered against Eybeschuetz is 

ver:t convincing. It would seem t ' '&.t Emden proves that Eybe 

schuetz was not entirely free of some Sabbatian sympat h ies, nor 

aoove resortin~ to all t ypes of political devices to fip:ht h is 

ca.use. It may be true, as s o'!le have alleged, t h at t he quarr el 

was primarily one of personal ~rievance: nevertheless, its 

ultimate consequences went far ;.Je~· ond t hat. The attention of 

all J ews of Furope wa s focussed 0~1 t h e problern o:f mystical 

cults &nd i\'ie ssianism, a nd from t ·; a t t i me on, the air was cleared 

of much of this unh ealthy atmos p::.ere. Emden ' s part in bringing 

about this clarifica tion was a significant one. He ma:v have 
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been mistaken in the cause , but h e did help prevent the fur ther 

rapid development of irrational mysticism. In this respe ct . 

however, it is s i gni :ficant to 1'.'eme.mber that "Rm.den wa s not thor

oughl:V anti-mystical in viewuoi nt. Althou~h he neve r wavered in 

hi s fight a~ainst the Se.bbat ianisrn of Eybeschuetz and t h e Fra_Tlk

ists, althoug~ he was one of the first to discredit t~e tradi

tional auth orship of the Zahar and to approach the book f rom. a 

crticial point of view , yet h e stil l regarded bot~ the Zohar and 

t h e movement wh ich arose from it, i . e. Kabbala, most sympathet

ically . Fe merely insisted t hat ~ysticism should not be permitted 

to get out of bounds, t h at i n certa in forms it ~ad ta1t:en, such 

as Sabbatia.nism, it must i nevita.b) :V l ead to moral deca71 and de

generacy . In emphasizing t~~ i s, in h e1T1i ng the Judais1'1 of h is 

day to a saner and more rational basis , Jacob Emden performed a 

signal s ervice. 
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.flit? !.ft~t '?3 Pt'/ Alt' 't>ll 

The translation, in part: "In the name of the Lord God of 
Israel Who dwel l etl'l in t he adornment of Hi s might, t he 
Unique One Who c a.useth all existing things to be , God of 
the faithfu l Messiah, Sabbatai Zebi, Vfho by t he breath o~ 
His mouth s layet h evil, God of all worlds created and 
fashioned by His word • •.• I decree and ordain on all ~pirits 
of plague and t hose that smite men ••• • and all snakes , t hat 
they shall not bite or in jure or bewitch t he wo.uu..>• Cd..!'ryinp; 
this talisman, in order t':lat t he name of God and Sabl'.>a.tai 
Zebi may be praised and s a :ictified in the wor ld ." 

In hi~ note on t h i s, Saul P in~as Rabinowitz declares 
that Graetz' transl ation of the content s of t h e amulet is 
arbitr&r~r , s ince in part it depends on t he solu tion of 
the permutRtion of let t ers . He states t hat " i n any case 
there is not enough in t ne a.nulets to establi sh the sus
picion of Rabbi Eybesc"metz as a Sabbatian. '' D. v. Y., 
p . 474, note 1. 
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in Tol . Ya ' ab ., p . 15, follo\'ls ~ 11Rear ine , my masters : In
scribe it, and be innocent bP-fore God and Israel - - for I 
would make lrnown to vou wh a t ha s befa1·· en me . The affRir 
•:Ji th regard t o the ::11Y·U 1-et concerning whinh I was ques 
tioned is well known to vou, and also vou wished me to r e
veal my opinion before t~e congreRation . Therefore , I, in 
innocence of mv heA..rt, ans;-·ered that assuredly i t con
tained heretical, susl;'ic;_ous matter . Now idle men have 
a.risen and threate~ed t:> ldll me, so I am obliged to 
clea..T'lse t:'!yself publicly , t o clear myself of suspici on and 
idle hatred, because tru l :v I han no f\'1ile or guilt in 
t his matter at all, and 1-iave no connection wi th the Ab 
bet Din, R. Jonathan E7besc;,.uetz, for I s wear bP.fore the 
a!'k that I love him . I have no contention \'l ith him. 
Only with the writer of t hat amulet is my quarrel , for in 
t h is mattsr I stand by m:.r -... ·ord , nor all the winds of the 
world might budge me from mv stand to retract it becliuse 
of fear of violent men; for not mortal fear, but awe of 
God ' s Viord is mi ne . r 1erefor' , I say in your presence, 
,just as before , t~at t'le -;:ord t h a t has g one f ortn from my 
mouth , in i nnocence of he :.i.rt , that t hat amu l et wh ich was 
s110J1 n me, and inquired ab .:>Ut, is absolutely heretical , re 
gardless of who wrote it. That is clear to me w1thout any 
sh adow o"' do-ubt, and I decl z..re t h is wr1tin~ to be h eretic
a l, come whRt mav , as lo-'l "': as no one sliow~ me that I have 
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erred . .. . But I am not a b le to say that R . Jonathan Sybe
schuetz is the man tha t wrote it; Heaven forbid t For I 
a rr not a testifyi~g ';r itn e !:! s, but inasmuch es the word has 
r: one forth t hat t his has c oi::e from his hand, i n this re
s pect he is guilty, t hat h e has not justified h.ir.iself or 
11.eclared his innocence :pu b l icly, to relieve us of suspi 
cion (for i n any eve -- t '."le ·~as i:'.1 no wise eliminated our 
susp icions) . And so I h~·re r equested him by earnest peti
tions thr ~u~h his representotive R. Guiseppe Cohen , who 
is here wi t h us , t hat h e ap;ear on the platform i n my 
synagogue, and when I say to h im: ' Tell us everything and 
conceal naught ,' that ~e do so. There~ore, I repea t my 
1•equest t hat he do this ·~indness, tha t men be not enabled 
to stumble because of him , or accuse him for naught . I 
have already assured h im t~"'at if h e wi ll do t h is and p rove 
his innocence, then I' 11 accept the :res'.:lonsibility of' 
fig'.hting h is ca~se, to ~ tP.."'i'P out thi s slander and close 
the mou th of his adv~rs~ries . If he ' ll d o thi s, t h en all 
thd.s congregational storr!! ·nil l be s peedily sil enced, and 
t h e controversy ended, and p:rAce and p;ood sense will pre
vail. All v1ill abi1e c. 0 Jy1 lv: t here will bs no further 
opening of the mou t h against him . r'urtl1ermore, t h is wi l l 
I do: T will g o to t :1.e S-;/na5of ue on meet inP: day and pub
licly ask his forgiveness, a1th011a:h I have in no wise 
sinned a ga inst him , and frave knowingly had no part in all. 
this, but h ave acted only because he put this stumbling 
hloc1c b~fore us, bP.ca.use he did not St=! ek to reveal his 
ri.a:ht:eousness before evP.? .. _rone , because he hesrn h is slan
der, yet was silent. I f hP. will do so, 1 ·1.1 de.clF>re my
se.lf' ~ii!.t :y with atonin,ri.: °\'Jo:rns, afte r he has mAde clear 
the errors . Even thou~h hP. seek t h is not f rom my hand , I 
s h all do it :uoat willingly, and others shall see me and 
do likewise, for t hey will have sinned indeed and have 
bl'.' oup.;ht forth evil slander, and it shall be well with him 
and with others. But as long as he does not do this, h e 
causes evil for h i mself and does not remove the stumbling 
block from a l l sides . Therefore, I ur.i;i:e you t o inquire 
into this, to wei~h it in t 1"e scales of honesty. t hat the 
clai m of h is hones t y t ••uly be not hidden." 
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