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THE POLITICAL STATUS OF THE JEWS IN ENGLAND AND 
THE AMERICAN COLONIES FROM THE READUISSION TO THI!: EMANCIPATION. 

Chapter 1. 

lntroduotion: 
l 

The arriTal of llanaaaeh ben Iarul in London in Jl665 oonatitute• a 

line of demaroation tor the Jew which separates the por iod when he had no 

political rights froa the period whioh led to complet•s emancipation. It 

h not true to a~ t hat the day when this Rabbi set f•>ot upon Rnglhh soil , 

a great ohange took plaoe. History does not work t ha•t way. But the iamed-

late oonsequenoea of t hat oooaaion were that all the :repreaentativea or Eng-

land and a large proportion of t he lay population began to consider very 

oaretully the problem of the Jew. Many favore~ the readndssion, and many 

were moat bit t erly opposed t o extending the blessings of England to the 08-

religionist• of him i n whose name they chiefly objeoted to t he Jew. Oliver 

Cromwell, whatever else ma.y be said f or or against him, was a good states-

man. Be bad the best interests of England at heart. His inter est was to 

bring prosperity to t he realm. His experienoe told bill that the preaenoe 

of the Je• in the land would be an important factor ' '" br inging such pros-

pority . Thia he knew from t he many power ful individuals who helped hi.a at-

tain t he poaltion of power that wns nd"his . These individuals were Jews . 

The religi on of their heart was Judaism. The outward cloak of the Varano 

was different. He pr ofessed to be a Spaniard or a Por tuguese. But he was 

····························· ·····················•••t••··················· 
1. Albert U. Hyamson --•A History of t he Jews in Enigland" . 

Jewish Encyclopedia - - Vol. VIII, p. 284 
2. Jewish Bnoyolopodia -- Vol . I II, p. 595 
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a Jew none the leas and be adhered to his religion under the aoat trying 
l 2 

oirouaata.naea. Men like Antonio Fernande& Carvaj&l and 

1118,l' have Of'en merchant strangers in England, but they did 

Simon de Caceres 

more~land and 

loved it as well aa moat native born Englishman. Oliver Cromwell did not 

oare what religion these people poaseased. Be wanted aasieta.nee to govern 

t he country. Such uaiatance 118&na aoney and t hese Jews seemed to be able 

to supply the money. 

Furthermore , t he Jews possessed another asset that was not overlooked 

by the powers-that- be and those- that-would- be. The Jewish merohants had 

representatives and secret agents in various large commercial cities of the 

world. Through these offices, the Jew could supply much information that 
3 

was or vital importance to rulers. Cromwell did not hesitate to uae this 

source of information. Likewise, Charles II did not hesitate to use in1'or-

mation t'rom -0ther Jewish mArchants. Bence the political value of t he Jew 

was reco&ni&ed and the petition of Vanassah ben Israel in behalf of the 

Jews to settle in EnglllJld compelled careful consideration. 

Duria,, the three and one half centuries preceding the date of the ar-

rival of Manasseh ben Israel, t he Jew was not permit ted to reside in Eng-

land. Since he had not even t he most elemental c ivil rights , i t necessar-

ily follows that he had no political rights. --( the di stinction will be 

clarified l ater)-- It would seem that no Jews lived in En.gland. Due to 
4 

the expulsion of all Jews in 1290, and the subsequent legislation• directed 

against them, it would seem impossible that any Jew should live in Great 

Br itain. Yet such is not the case . Ample evidence exists that Jews lived 

••••w••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
1. Jewish Encyclopedia -- Vol. 3 Page 596 
2. Jewish Encyclopedia -- Vol. 3 " 481 
3. Jewish Encyclopedia -- Vol. 4 " 366 
4 . Albert C. Byamson -- A History of the Jews in England. p. 100 

Blunt , John Elijah -- A Bi story of the Establishment and Residence of 
the Jews in England. P• 61 
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on the island~ Antonio Fernande& Carvajal arriTed in 16362• Be m.intained 

a reaidenoe and pursued hia daily oooupationa and even had a hand in the 

goTernaent or the people. lot in ~ offioial capacity. to be aure. but 

in a manner that waa j ust aa powerful, if not more ao. Thoae who manipulate 

t he purse atringa of a nation can oomr.iand. The Jewish merchant strangers 
3 

controlled muoh 111za of the economic conditi ons. 

The question ariaea • bow oould the Jew liTe and trade in a 

land irhere the government official l y opposed auoh reaidenoe and auoh 

trade•; when t he dominant r eligion and ita representat iTea were violently 

opposed even to the moat casual oommunioationa with t he heretioa; when 

t he social condition• were such as to make life f or t he Jew inconfortable 

in a hoati le environment? Thia can be &nawered when we real he that 

actual social r elations and condition• are neTer wh~t t hey see• to be, 

if we read only the law. The existence of a Prohibition amendment to 

the Constitution of the United states of America does not mean our country 

is dry. The f aot that the r egul ations of t he Pullman Company are suob 

that no apace is aold t o a negro in the state of Illinois and in other atatea 

does not mean that our brothers whose akin, by an accident of bir th, happened 

to be blaolc do not quietly and luxuriously p883 many ni ghts or pleasant 

dreams while traveling tbru the states mentioned. A Pullman conductor m91Y 

not obae?""fe the color of his pas sengers either because he does not want to 

or because it ia economically more interesting not t o. Oliver Cronorell 

and other s did not ask what color of religion t he Jew possessed. The laws 

against reouasants and heretics were safely oonoealed in the booka of t he 

realm. One is not compelled to know t hem and to enforce them. The eoonomio 

1. Wolf. R. J.E. 
2 . J.E. vol 3 p. 596 
3 . J . E. vol 4 P. 366 



motin in lite -y not be the moat noble one, but no one oan de!Q' 1 ta 

potency. The answer, therefore, 1a plain. The Jew just li"f'ed there. Be 

just traded there. And aa long as it .... to the advantage or the powers 

and others to penait suoh a state of' atf'aira, it actually existed. Men 

were no dif'f'erent then than they are today. To be sure, suoh an unof'tioial, 

tolerated statue is pregnant w1 th danger. Who knows when a new oonduotor 

1a engaged by t he Pull man company who knows not the ways of his prede-

oeaaoraf Who knows when stringent law enforcement becomes the interest 

of some fanatic? It ia to avoid suoh a perilous situation that Venasseh 

ben Israel presented his l •Humble Petitions• before the Whitehall con-

f'erenoe. It is to avoid the necessity of being merely tolerated that three 

oenturiea were oonaumed in an uphill f'i.ght to acquire political equality. 

From 1655 to 1858 is a l ong t ime in the eyes of a single mortal being. 

E'Yen from the viewpo i nt or a nation , it is no inconsiderable 8*8.11 period 

of time. But viewed "sub speoie aeternitates• this is less than a minute. 

During all this time the Jew lived in ~ngland , handicapped to be sure by 

various political restrictions, yet he did live t here; he prospered and 

he worshipped his God. The data of history oan not always be accounted. 

tor, yet the facts must be seen as faot s . Relative to ldiat baa just 

been said, it '5 of interest to note that emancipation from social dis-

abilities orten precedes emanoipation from politioal disabilities. When 

political emancipation came in 1871 it was really a formality. A status 

was lebally recogniLed which was actually and universally recognized. 

Jews actually mingled with ~nglishmen in 1656 before they were officially 

2 
invited so t o do . In 1835 t.!r . David SOLlomon was elected sheriff for London 

1. of Byam.son, p. 198 
2. cf ibid p. S27 
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betore he wae reall7 able to bold auoh a politioal offioe. An act had to 

be created to perllit hill to hold otfioe1 whioh the cithene elected hia 

to hold. Baron Lionel de Rotheohild wae •leoted2 b7 J.ondon to •it in Par­

liutent in 1847 betore an ao•3 wae pused whioh enabled tiim to do eo. If 

by political ~oipation we mean the condition when no reetritttlTe measures 

exiet on the etatute booke prohibiting a Jew from holding offioe, then 

the sooial freedoa to do eo preceded the political treedoa to do so. The 

term sooial being uaed ot course, in its broader. ecientific eenee. 

Before continuing with the analysis of the thesis. it might 

be wel 1 to get a bird's e7• rtew of the history of England and ot the 

location of Anglo-Jewish hieto17 in that political landscape. So tar 

aa the Jew i• concerned. there i • a •Pre-bxpuleion period or Anglo-Jewish 
4 

History" as Joseph Jacobs refers to it9 a "Middle-Age of ~lo-Jewish 

History" as Lucien 1Jolt refers to it5 (in a paper by that name that ia 

separately published) ; and a Re-Settlement Period. The first includes 

all Jewiah experience in England witil 1290, the year when Ki ng Edward 
6 

I iesued the deoree which compelled Jews to leaTe the country. The Middle-

Age extends from 1290 to 1656. The le.at period comprises all that happened 

trom 1656 to the present . During the pre-expulsion period the status of 

J \.'._ 6& 
the ew i n 6'Jlgland wa• analogous to the general status of the Jew in 

Europe . Thia meana that falee charges were made against the Jew t hat led 

to massacre and persecution. Be was regarded as the special property of 

the King and u such was l ooked upon i n a similar light as we i n America 

look upon the animals of the forest and of the bi r ds in the air. With th!I 

1. 5 and 6 tlm the Fourth Statutes cap. 36 
2. Hyamson p. 328 
3. 21 and 22 Viot. cap. 49 
4. J .Q.R. TOl 10 P• 210 
8. J.B.S. E. paper by that name 
6. Blunt:Hist of the Establishment and residence of the Jews i n England p. 61 
Ga. J.Q.R. vol 10 p. 217 Joa. Jacobs - Typical character of Anglo-

Jewish Hist. 
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Jew, the lting oould do what he pleased. He oould sell, mulot or proteot 

him. Gradually the rights the J- oould en.ioy beoame fewer and fflffer 

until at last i n England in 1290
1 

and in Spain in 1492 and in other ooun-

tries in other yeara or thia period, 11there waa no place for the Jew, re-
2 

ligiously, financially or politioally.• During the Kiddle Ages or ~lo-

.lewi ab history, it bas been held that no Jews lind i n England. It ia 

rea sonable to auppoae t hat auoh ,... the case. But Luoienk Wolf gives 

hia rindinga3 aa a result of a careful i nvestigation with the facta ot 

thia period that relate to the Jn, and points out that Jewa did lin at 

this ti.me i n England, t hat Shakespeare knew Jews ; that aa late u 1650 

a Jewish oooiregation existed in ~ngland and that even a Jewiah marriage 

waa perforaed at thia time. Aa for the period following 1666, the rest 

of thia theaia will conoern itael.1'. 

Regarding this laat period, it may clarify matt ers aa wel l 

aa ahow an i nterest ing situation to. point out that t he poat-readmiaaion 

period or modern period of Anglo-Jewish history haa three political mountain 

pealca. They are located atrangely enough in the middle of three auo-

oessive oenturiea. The date• are 1666, 175S and 1858. In the middle or 

the seventeenth century the Jews were readmitt ed to England.4 In the aiddle 

5 
or t he 18th oentU17 the Naturalization Bill waa paaaed giving full 

6 
Brit ish nationality to the Jew. In the aiddle of the 19th oentury, an aoi; 

7 
ot Parliament was passed giving the Jew full politioa.l righta. All political 

and e iTil zi:gkS and rel i gious disabilities were now alJDoat entirely removed. 

1. Graetz: Hist of the Jews. 
2. J .Q.R. vol 10 P• 217 art. by Jos. Jaooba already referred to 
3 . Luoien Wolf: The Middle-Age of Anglo-Jewish History p. 1-29 
4. Blunt, P• 69 
5. Hyamson P• 275 
6. Thia was repealed, however, the very next seaaion. 
7. 34 and 35 Viot. statutes cap. 4' 
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It now r-in• to condder the Tariou• taotor• that restrained 

the Jewish gladiator• uPon the politioal arena or 1'ng1and to •~toh the 

oiTil, religious and political right• 1'1-oa the ferooioua beast of public 

opinion and legi•lative enaotment• that persistently reaiated all att empt• 

to open it• jaw• and out to the winds the vu.rioua restraints. But the 

Jn wu on the aide or what h right and what ia just. Equality before 

the law i• not a fiotion. It ia a reality that muat be enjoyed by all or 

God' a children. England waa mist aken when abe thought it waa un-Chriatian 

to grant equal privilege to the Jew. Nothing could be more Chri•tian than 

to be tolerant. Thia thesis will consider the faotora that led to eman­

oipe.tion from the various disabilities. Then it will point out the nature 

of these disabilities and the hi•tory of the attempts to acquire full 

politioal rights. Suoh is the general outline of this thesis. 
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•• CHAPTER II 

DBFINITIOI OF TERMS 

It would be olaritying at thie point to detin• t he tenu ueed. 

The etatua ot an indiTidual may be oonddered trom IUJ'\)' angles. It may 

be •iewed tro11 hi• religiou•. eoonomio, oi•il or politioal aotivitiH. llore 

olaaaitioation.a oould be made aa tor exaaple, troa hi• aooial. intelleotual 

or aeathetio intereeta, but all these and others can be aubjoined under the 

aboYe olasaitioation. The •alidity ot auoh a classitioation ia apparent. 

Very often lahey are contuaed. The reason tor auch oontuaion ia t he taot 

that li.f'e i• an incomprehenaible complex of interest s and desires that 

interpenetrate and ar e interdependent. Thie thesis ia restricted to the 

politioal aapecta of the status of the Jew i n England . Hence it aeecu ad-

viaabl• to define such a status Yery clearly. 

"Polit ioa in its true original meani ng ia a t erm which compre-
1 

henda everythin~ that concerns the gOYernment of t he country.• A pol6tioal 

2 
r i ght i a one "exer cisable i n the administrat i on of g0Ter1UU1nt.• ---•which 

consists i n the power to participate direotly or i ndirectly in the estab-

lislnent or manegement of t he government; those right s whi ch belong to 

a nat ion; or to a oitizen; or an i ndividual member of a nation; ao diatin-

~ gui ahed 1'rom civil rights, namely 1008.l rights of a cit hen." "Civil 

Ri ght s• , on the other tw.r.i, may be defined aa t hose right.a which appertain 

t o a person by Tirtue of his cithenahip 1n a atate or commwrlty •••• those rights 

whi ch a municipal law will enforce at t he inatanoe of pri.,..te i nd ividual• 

f or t he purpose of aeouring to them the en.)oyment of their means of happi-

neas •• •• •• Civil rights are those which have no relation to the eetabliSiment 

support or 1118.n!lgement of the government. They include the rights of' property, 

marriage , protection by the laws . treedo11 of oontracta, trial b7 jury, eto. 

•• THE CIVIL STATUS OF THE JEW WAS CONSIDERED IN A THESIS WRITTBI BY PHILIP 
WATERMAN I N 1918, Ill PARTIAL FULFIUMEJn' OF REQUIR.JsllENTS FOR GRADUATION 
FROM THE HEBREW ONION COLLEGE. IN THAT TREATISE HE OMITS THE TR&l'l'lm T 
OF THE POU TlCAL STATUS OF mE JEW IN ~GUJH> AND llAXES SPECIFIC MENTION 
OF THAT FACT. 

(tor other note• He 1'ollowing ~·) 



A• •01Detillee atated. they oon.iat in the power or aoquiring and •njOJ'ing 

property• ot exerci aing the paternal and marital powera and tbe like •••• 

They are diatingubhed troa natural rights whioh would exist if there were 

no muni oipal lawa. aome or whioh are abrogated. by munioipal law ••••••••• 

They are also diatinguiahable from politioal rights whioh consist in the 

• power and partioipe.te in the establishment and aianagement of governsient• 

Thus we see that the politioal status ot the .J"' in England 

i a oleorly diatinguiabable trom hia oivil statue and. therefore the oon-

oideration ot civil status ia not within tho province of ttua theaia. 

Lucion Wolf eaya: •The Law ot nearly every civilized country recognizes 

two fonr.a ot status. a political atatus or national character. in virtue 

ot whioh an individual becomes a citizen or subject of a particular •tate. 

and at onoe entitled to its protecti on and liable to tho obligations in-

cident to a l legiance; and a civil status, in virtue of which he becomes 

clothed with certain municipal rights and duties. • H.S.Q. Renriquies , eminent 

NOTKS CARRIED FRCll PREVIO S PAGE: 

l. Cyclopedia or Law and Procedure Pl• 909 
2. People va Tool, ~5 Colo P• 239 
3. Cyclopedia of Law ~ Procedure vol 31 p. 908 

4. Corpus Juris vol 11, P• 800 
6 . Status of the Jews i n England a.1'1.er t he Re-Sett lement .• vol 4 p 177 ot J.B.S.E. 

of T .. ucien Wolf 
• General Hotea: 

1. In Udne7 vs Udney , Law Reports. vol I, llouse of Lords, 
Scotch Appeal&. p. 457• it says: •The Law of k.ngl ar:d . and or 
almost all civilized countriee. ascribes to each individual 
at hie birth t wo distinct legal ate.tea or conditione; one 
by vi rtue of which ho becomes the subject of some particular 
country, binding him by the tie of natural allegiance. and 
which maybe celled his political status; Another. by virtue 
of wr.ich he has ascribed to him tho character of a citizen 
of some particular country . and as auch i• possessed or oer- (municipal} 
tain r i ghts. and subject to certain obligations. which latter 
character is the civil status or condition of the individual 
and may be quite different from hie political atatua. 

2. "An alien has no political rights, but many. if not all, 
civil rights .• - - Andef son 'a Dict i ~nary of Law. p. 906. 
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~ro?erty • aLd politic.a~ Tights the power t" t.tW f.*rl in t~to l ttgl, \at ~ 

l 
L~ govern::.ent. of' t he oountr1• In •itt• of t.hti raol t.h•t a oleftr dtof'hu U •n 

l attt:r eonaist im the oapaoi ty o r an i ndiTi ,iusl t.o o<'nlrol lhti •oU,•n• '" r 

another by enlisting the aaaiatanoe or t.ht'! atl\te. St1oll " df\ht =~ ~'" 

enforced in a ch'11 aoticn. 
2 

What now remairua ia to inn st.igato the hi s t o ry or t.he .!en~.- 1 n 

England. from the t 1me of the readmiasi <'n to t he lime ,,f t he onmplf't '' C!man-

oipation M d to point out the politioal privi leges ;rnd d1anb ili t 1M \Int ll 

the Jew ia placed• by aota o r Parliament u pon an eq\aal pol\ t l o"1 rhne 

with all other inhabitants o f Kngland 

1. "The Civi l ki&hta o r ~gliah Jewa".~R . vo l 8 vol. 8 P• '40 ff 

2. Cyc of Law & Prooedure vol 26 p . 179 
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CHAPTER III 

CONDITIONS l>E'l'ERlllNING POLITICAL 
STil'US OP THI JBW 

IN BWGLAJJD. 

To understand the political statue, three .. ttera otagbt to be db-

cussed. viz: the ditterenoe between an aotual and a legal settlement; the 

relation of Cburoh and St.ate during the period cOTered by thie thesis; and 

the nature and aignitioanoe of oaths in their relation to the political 

conditions. An aotual eettle1Dent is one thing and a legal recognition or 

1 
the settlement 1e another. Tbt Jew never oeHed to live i111 Kngland. The 

number aa,y have been emall. They lhed aoll81'hat as Jews t ,o today in 

llexioo City and in other metropolitan oitiea or South Aaer·ioa.n oountriee. 

They are not known a• Jews. They are known as Americana, Engliabaen, Frenohmen 

or ltali~c:s. It often happen• that a Frenob Jew and an "ni1erioan Jew may 

be commercial trienda for ... ny years and neither lcnow that the other ia a 

Jew. Such muet have been the situation in bngland. The Jew appeared •• 

a Spaniard or Portugeae or Hollander , e to . It was dangerous to appear 

otherwise. Thua an actual settlement existed. Such a s ett lement waa not 

legally recognized until November 13. 1685. 2 When David Abarbanel Dormido 

arrived in England in 1664 with Samuel ben Iarael hie ?lephie• , 3 and he pre­

aented a petition to Oliver Cr0111rell and the council for re- ad&ission of 

the Jews , i t waa well known that he was a Jew. When the petition was not 

granted. he remained in England and eng&,ged in trade. Next came ~enasceh 

ben Israel in 1655 with his petitions . They were not granted. Venaaaeh 

ben Israel publiahed his 11Vindio1ae Judaeorum11
• To pr esent such a literary 

product combined with the f ac t that Olive r Crormrell and others favored 

the resettlement ot the Jews ahowa that the inhabitants were ecouatOlll9d 1X> 

1. R.J.E. - Lucien Wolf ibid 
2. L.R. (1900) 2 Chancery Divis i on p. 490 where i n DeWilton va Mont efiore 

Justiee Stirling aaya : "rrom that time forward ( Nov. 13 , 1685) t he 
Jewa appear to have been permitted to reside in Engla nd and to practise 
the rites of their religion •••• " 

~ . Jewiah Enoyo. vol 4 p . 641 
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the pr esence of Jews. This shows the difference between what is on the 

1 law books and the attitude of society toward them. Until Nov. 13, 1655 

when the special Council of lawyers , divines and merchants were assembled 

to decide upon the legality of admitting the Jews to residence in England, 

it was thought that there was a legal bo.r . iihen the matter was discussed 

at Whitehall the merchants objected very vehemently. It oan readily be 

seen why they should oppose the coming of the Jews . They fee.red what the 

merchants in America fear today. The reason for ctxsxkimg drastic measures 

for restricting immigration into this country given by the economic inter -

eats is that t hese irmr~grants wil l flood the land and take away the bread 

and butt er of the inhabitants. History shows that no such thing follows 

immigration. Arter the Jelr6 came to England and for that matter to other 

countries , prosperity ensued. So in 1655 in England. The economic inter-

ests lacked the proper vision and foresight , ar.ci possessed the uncalled for 

fear that the country would be ruined. The Divines on the other hand wer e 

somewhat divided. Some believed that to permit J ews to live in England, 
2 

in a Christian country would contaminate the land. Some believed that 

the Jew should be encouraged to enter , so that they might be converted 

and thus hasten the advent of the Savior. Or they believed that before the 

Messiah oan return to earth, the Jew must be sc~ttered all over the l'IOr ld 

and to prevent the r eadmission of the Jew would mean to hold back the day 

vmen Jesus shall reappear. The judges , however, argued that since the 

proclamation of expulsion was not an <tot of Parliament (it oannot be found 

in the statute books) the Jews can not be legally held out . Some argued 

that the proclamation was an edict of Eciwe.rd I . In that case , with the death 

1. cf Hyamson p. 201 
2. This statement was disputed many times during the debates in 

Parliament between 1830- 1858 by non-Jewish proponents of the removal 
of Jewish disabilities. 
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ot the sovereign, bh deoreea oeued to have 1'oroe. Thu• there was no 

legal bar to adaiaaion 01' Jews •1 Therefore we see that an aotual eettle-

tioal rights of the Jftt at the time 01' the readaiuion, •n muat be cognizant 

or the t'acte juet ehown. Aotuall7 the Jews poaseu righti; . The ditf iouley 

waa that the non-Jewe would not perait th911 to practise these prhilegea. 

When Cromwell and Charlea II gave privileges they ... re not; in reality 

giving anything to 'lhiob the J .. waa not entit led. They a111rely prennted 

Parliament froa enaoting reatriotiona. To repeat the r aot. that legally tile 

Jew suffered no restrictions doea not -an that aotmlly hie waa not disabled. 

The oluaee in England who ruled •ere very alo• in removinig diaabilitiea. 

They purposely upheld a.eta or Parliament, which were not intended againet 

the Jewa, but 'lhioh did work a hardship on the J ew. The d.eoiaion made 

by the Counoil at t he Whitehall assembly juat mentioned wa.s really a 

charte r to Jews who hitherto lived in secret and to t he newly arrhed 

a•awing Jews . 2 Tnua we aee that there h a difterenoe between an aotual 

aettlement. and the legal recognition ot t he eame whi ch grants civil and 

political right.a. To underatand the pol itical at atua of the Jew, one 

must understand t hese oonditiona . Aa a. Jllilltter or faot it should be noted 

t hat t he J ew at thia time had no desire t o take &J1Y part in the political 

l i te of the country, which under the declaration of Indulgence (of Cnas D ) 

they might have done . For not only were they for the moat part aliena 

and wholly absorbed in commeroial enterprise, but one of the ascamoth3 or 

law of the synagogue strictly forbi d its members fro• taking any part in 

politios . 

1. of Hyamson P• 201 
2.R. J .J. (Wolf.) 
S. Gaster: The Anoient Synagog p. 88 
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At the tiae ot the re•ettlement political 1tatu1 inoluded reli&ioue 

mattere. The religioue element• in political aote can not be understood 
l 

unleaa we realhe that churob and state were combined. It 1a theret'ore 

interesting to note that many or t he political disabilities of the Jew were 

due to an erroneous principle of governaent. For centuries the belief' 

e:dsted that only by exclusion. by giYing public employment to oonforaiats 

only can the ideals and treedoa ot England be preaerred. The oonaequencea 

ot auch a belief led t o the ~ oi•il, political and religioue disabili­

ties 1Jlpo8ed not only upon the Jewa, but upon the Catholics and the Protestant 

Diaaentera aa wel l . Therefore, if we oonat antly remember that the Church 

and State were one in England, then we can undeH tand why the Jews suffered. 

The next matter that must be oonaidered 1a that of the oaths. 

Thia ia related to t he religious elements i n the political atatua and it 

i ssues out of the popular and prevalent not i on of t he ti.roe that church 

and etate were a unit , or s hould be ao . Without an exposition of t he 

English oat h, one can not fully appreciate the significance ot t he political 

restr iction• that existed down to the la.at quarter or the 19th century. 
2 

It was the paaaing or the Promisorry Oathl Aot. 1111 that marked the 
4 

beginning of a period of complete emancipat i on f or the Jew3 in England . 

For unti l 1871 and !'rom a generntion precedi~ that of t he resdnrlasion of 

t he Jews t~ 6ngland these oaths acted as a political disabilit y i n that the 

contents of the oath and t he n:anner or admini ster ing the same made it 

1. "The principle was that , inasmuch as t he ~tate recognited t he rel i giai 
of t he Church of h.ngl and as be i ng t he one t rue f orm ot religi on, no 
atnte duties of importance should be entrust ed to t hose who did not 
profess membership of t hat church." ••• • p. llj vol 4 J.H.s. b. 

·'sir l.L. Gol dsmith & t he Admission of the Jews of i,;ng1and to 
Parliament': •• U. L. ~re.ham.a. 

2. 34 and 35 Viot. Cap. 48 
3. i.e. insofar aa t he oath per ae aiXmt aoted as a barrier 
4. 1 am disregarding subsequent aots that removed educational disabilities ·~ 
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1 

i11posaible tor a ooneoi entioue Jew to tab it. To hold any offioe that 

meant partaking i n the go~ernment or the people , the Oath• of Supre1ao1, 
2 

Al legianoe and Abjuration had to be taken. The retuaal to take eame 

incurred puniehaent. 3 The fU10ue oaae or Miller va Salomone• or the 

year 1852 illuetratea thi• point. Tr ue theae oatha were not directed againat 

Jews as such, neTertheleas it had the eeme effect upon Jews aa u pon Pro-

5 t estant Diesentere and the Popiab r eoussanta against whoa they were 

directed. The inteiltion or the Aota of •llegianoe, Supremacy and Abjura-

tion whioh contained the obnoxious oaths wer e to prevent non-Conformist s 

from political power. Though no Acta were passed that were intended against 

the Jews, yet the leaders did not hesitate to apoly e~isting acts against 

the Jews, even those people who pr oclaimed to be friendly disposed toward 
6 

t he Jew. 

At first the oath of Allegiance was bound up with t he syatem 

of feudalism. It concerned itself with tho relationship of Taasal to 

Lord. Later , however , when bngland re1110ved the yoke of fore191 rule , whether 

ecclesiastical or lay, i t constructed an oath or Allegiance to the Crown 

ot England, wkwt1•ag stating epecifically ndherence t o the King , and to 

those who were to succeed him. Statutes a eQbodying those ideas were 

1. I Geo lat o. 1. 3,11.16,17. 
2. J . Q.R. vol 19 p. 298 
3. I Geo I St. 2, c . 13 
4 . In Exchequer Reports Vol. 7 p. 475 ff 
5. Following the Gunpowder Pl ot in 1606, Speci al l eGislation was enact ed 

against the Jews. 
6. Exchequer Reports. vol 7 p. 642 
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paaaed during the reign or Henry the Eighth • 26 Henry the VIII o . 22 

deals with the king's eucceaaion, declaring whi ch ot hia wiTea shall be 

recogni&ed aa the one from whose body the issue ahall be regarded as next 

to rule; prohibiting slander of t he king and demanding an oath to be taken 

by all to 1u1aure him of t hie . 26th llenry VlII o. 2 declares2 t h1Lt an oath 

of obedience to t he King be made, and to the heirs of his body, stating 

that •any fonner oath •hall be void lind annihilate•. This oath ends 3 

"so helpe you God all Sayntes and the Ho lye ~angelyates•. Suoh an oat h 

could not be taken by a consci entious Je•. I t must be notedtlmt thi• oath 

was r.ot intended f or a Jew. Yet it is important heo~uae t hi s oat h ae r veo 

as the fir st one and t he f ountain frOID whioh apraTIG later disabi l ities. 
4 

28th Henry VIII oep 7. soc 24 deala wit h o apecif io oath 

declaring obedience t o t he Kil; Henry and to hie issue from hia wi f e Jone . 

lt i s oalled an •Act oonoerning the succession of t ho Crown." 28 Henry 

VIII c . 10 deol area that no one shall "extol the aut hority of the Biahop 

of Rome.• Such oath.a shall be deemed void. Henceforth t he Ki OG of England 

shall be regarded a.a ohief authorit y of t he Church of hngla.nd. Thero i • 

litt l e Yariat i on from U\e f ormer oath e xcept that Queen Jane is substituted 

f or Queen Anne . A new Oath of Al l egianoe wua appointed and it wus stated 

t hat to refuse to t&Jce it "ehould be deemed and adjudged hi gh tre~eon . " 

Thia oath ends juat l ike tho pr ovioua one nnd so tho a11me comment holds . 

5 M 
35 Henry VllJ c11p. l sec. 11 is also an Act for the ostabl hh-

ment or t he King ' s sucoeaaion . " It oontaina an onth decla r ing that tho 

rope have no mor e dominion over a aubjeot of hngland . It al'firnia the establishment 

1. Paa~ed in the year l 6SS 
2. Po.need in the year 1534 
3. P. 82 in Pollook' n "Esoaya in Juriaprudenoe 8nd Ethic s• 
4 . Passed in the year 1536 
5. Passed in the yesr 1~3 
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ot t he King end hia suooeasor s and acoept s them a.a 
II 
aupre111e head i n earth 

unde r God ot the Chur ch or ~land and Ire l and o.nd of al l other his Righnees ' 

dominion" . I t ends wit h the aame phrase a s t he previous c1aths . This oath 

remained in f or ce Wltil 1553 when Uar y ' s acces s i on t o t he throne t ook 

place. Sbe :ibolis hed all st atutory treasons not within the at lltute of 

Bdw11r d l!I by which t he offence of high tre~son was &.nd s t ill is defined. 

Since this wus r emoved , it made the previous oath a deud lotter si nee the 

1 

!Jenalty f or ~ot t s.k!ng i t or observing it~ s removod . -

All t he OV•' s~ .... t~es 'f;ere ns:;ed dur int; the fi r st h• f of the 

s ixteenth centory. 

subjlcts \70uld h&.Yc to truce these oo.ths . I oW'I see no rea~1on why such 

oo.ths of Al:.egicmoe could not be ta.ken by Jews if the last. clause " s o hel pe 

2 
me God , e.11 saynts 1md t he holy Evangelists" or t he outh nere removed . 

Howevor , si nee a l l the se statutes were r epealed during t.he1 s hor t reign of 

Queen Vary, who was an avowed adhere nt of the Pope and t hE1 See of Honie , 

the only interest i t hol d s for us i s t o show us t he o r igin of o.n institu-

tion that was almost the sole ouuae , at le!lst the most impor tant cause 

ror the inab i litl of t he J ew to shar e in t he public li!'e of 1:.ngland. As 

late a s the Spr i ng of the year 1858 , one of the chl ef obstacle:i t o o. J ew 

t~king his seat in Parliament w11s the f or m of the oath he we.s compilled 

oy l aw t o take bef or e he could beoome a member of t.he nati.onal legislatur e . 

The next statute of impor tance containing an o~ith is that of 

I Eli zabeth, o . i . s . 19 passed i n t he year 1868. I L oontEuned an oath 

which was a neoessary pr erequisit e f or holding public offtoe . It ie en-

titled "An Aot to restor e to the c r own and anc ient jurisd1lotion over t he 

st~t.e eoclesiastical and spiritual and abolishing al l fo r uign powers 

p. 183 in Pol lack ' s Essays in Jurispr udence and Et hics . 
2. 35 Henry VIII , a . I . s. 11 
I. 

I 
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:;eF~ ~x: ~hE Stm6 . ~h:.~ a.Qt. ';ht\~h ~~ s. ~nt:u~· ~~N"f: \ hf> N" • 

. 
~- :if ~:lte:--es"t ~ ~::o~e ~~e ()a!;}. :i':'l i t~ ..:>ri_til'llll ~'\~'rm . • 

prince, person, prelate. stat e or p.ltflntstl! lRt h --"' .._,nr.;h\. to htWf' tU\V 

or spiritual, within thi a realrA; and the1·orore I '' " \1 t 1;P1· \y 1·eth\ \U\Oli! tlllll 

forsake all foreign jurisdict i ons . poWt>rs, 011perhw \ t\ Pa "'"' 111111ihtw HJ.- t1 , 

and do promise that from henoofor t h ) A}1011 hOAI' f'1Jt•I Ji Al••I i· t•t tM I\) l ~l\i l'l t\O" 
~ 

to the Queen's highness. her he i rs tm d lAwrul euo • e s 1u11· 0 , 8111) 11· 1!11 poimt· 

shall assist and defend all jurisd1ot1o na, prPhoml11enoe , µr\•t 14"~!>8 111111 

• authorities granted or belongi ng t o t he Qi aeon e 115 ~J111e 1; n , hPr "'' I,.,. 111 11tl 

suooessors. or united and annexed to the im~rlel o row11 or I.hi " 1·1>1i l m, 

So help me God , and by t he oont,,nta of t his boCJk·" 

1. l Eliz. C. 1, Sec 19 
2. ~-4!0\md.-4-ft...&--1 Eli• -c l. S.o. 19 nltt"' 
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l 

Thia oath had to be taken by eoolesiastical persons and •.ii 

and every temporal judge , justice, may or and other la.y or t 'empor a l 

officer and minis ter and every other person have your highn,esa ' fee or 

wages•. Thi a is called t he A.ot of Supremacy. Thia Act is ·the forerunner 

of the Aot passed in 156~ known aa 5 Kli&. c . l which waa n:1ore stringent 

and was extended even to persona praotiaing law. Thia sto1:>d until the 

Gunpowder Plot of 1606 whi ch contained for the first ti.me tlile obnoxious 

words that stood as a large impassable mountaAn on the road of political 

emancipat i on of the Jew. Not until the ~ddle of the nine t 1:tenth centuri 

was t hat clause removed. Thus we see the i mportance of the •ct passed in 

t he fir st year of the r eign of Queen ~liaabeth in 1558. 

And now comes the Act 3 Jao. I, c. 4 , s. 153 oon1;aining a 

wordy oath of Al l egiance , Snpremaoy and Abjuration. I t is e>ften called 

"Oath of Allegiance" or 
8
Abjuration 11

• On t. he statute book lt ie called 

"An act for the better discovering and repreosing of recuasamta . " It 

is far no re s t r ingent than the act paued o. half century e arlier . 4 '!'his 

oath i.n itself has no bearing on the p<'litical status of the1 Jew. The 

contents5 r eferring to t he supremacy of the King of Nngland as against 

all other powPrs on earth to t he expr ession of all egiance to him; e.Jld to 

the express mention of ab j urntion of the Pope , a l l could be taken by a 

Jcnr if necessary. There is one clause in this act wh i ch can~ot be talceo. 

It includes the obnoxious words • upon tbe t rue faith o f a Chr i stian. · 

The clause as found in t he Stutute , 3 J~c . r. o . 4 , s . 15 par. 5 reads 

as fo l lows : 

1. 1. Eli~ . c. l.s 19. 
2. 21 and 22 Vie t o. 48 
3. 1606 
4 . l Eli&. o 4 , a. 19 
Pollack p . 187 • • tlote 5 
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•And all these things I do plainly and £inoere~ aoknowledge and 

swear aooording to these exprese worda by me spoken, and aooordin8 to the 

plain and OOlll?IOn •enee and under•t anding of the eane words . without any 

equivocation; or aeoret reservation whatsoever. and I do make thia reoog-

ni tion and aoknowledg8Jll8nt heartily, ai noerely and truly UPOB THE TRUE 

FAITH OF A CHRISTIAl'f, ao help me God. • 

This la.at olause was i nt ended againat popi•h reouaaants . How 

Jews were meant by it. In raot few if any liTed in the realm. Now future 

oat hs contained t his clause. The i nfluenoe of this Aot of Parliament 

passed i n t he year 1605 ia t hat t he obnoxious olause was inserted i n 

aubseouent oaths and it beofUtle t he tremendous obstacle to the Jew f or 

ye~rs t o come. 

1 II 
In 1688 an act wua passed entit led An Act for r emoving 8.Ild 

proventin& all questions and disputes ••••• • i n whi oh it substit uted new 

ont hs for those who are to si t in bot h houses of Parliament . Section 5 

reads •And i t is hereby further enaoted !Uld declnred by the authority 

aforesaid that the oat ha above appointed by this aot • to be tt:Ucen i n the 

stead and place of the oaths or allegiance and supremacy, shal l be in the 

wor ds f ollowing ..tksxsfxwi=t•g:x and no other•. Section 6 gives t he for m 

of the oat h of Allegiance • • "I , A. O. do si ncerely pr omise and swear . that 

I will be faithful , and bear t r ue al l egianoe to their majest i es King 

Wi l l iam and ueen Kary. so help 111e God. " Section 7 gives the f orm of 

oath of Supr emacy as follows : "I , A. B. do swear that I do from my he• rt 

~bhor , detest and abjure as impious a.nd heretical. that damnable doctrine 

and positi on t hat pr inces e xcommunicated or de prived by t he Pope , or any 
~r 

1 . I Wm and Uary c . l , ss. 6 and 7 
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authorit)' ot the & .. of Rcme• ~be depoMd or murdered bJ their •ubjeot••••• 

and I do deolare that no f'oreip prinoe, person, prelate, at ate or potentate 

hath, or ought to ha'n, 9117 powr, juriacliotion, pre--1nenoe, or autbor­

it7, •oolealaatioal or apiritual within thia reala; ao help • God.• 

~ia oath ln the tor. gben oould baTe bMn tabn b7 a Jflfl had 

be bMn eleot .. to Parli.-nt. It wu onl7 later that an oat.b wae made 

whl.oh he oould not tab. 

1 
I-41atel7 after thia another aot wa• paHed in whioh the 

old oath• of Allegianoe2 an4 Supr ... 073 W9re abrogated and wtdob prnided 

t hat it be takn b7 al 1 1lllO ahall hold an ottioe or e.plopent wuler the 

4 • 6 • • 
Crown. Thia oath en4ed So help - Goel, eto." low Pollaok ••7• the eto 

Mana •oontenta of thia book". ..re tbia true then a J.. OO\lld not take 

1t.1rPollook ia oorreot in hi1 interpretation then no J .. would hold~ 

political offloe at thia time beoau1e the bolcUng ot auob an ot'1'ioe required 

an oath and that he oould not tab. But it Kr. Pollack ia inoorreot in 

• • • G • hi• interpretation of' eto af'ter ao help au od then we oan aH~ 

that there wa1 notbi~ in the oath 11hiob would ..ice it iapoaaible tor the 

Jew1 to take and oonaequentl7 bold ottioe. 

It aigbt be noted here that u tor the manner ot taking the 

oath ia oonoerned • ha· ... inatanoea before 1688 that ahow that a Jn oould 

take them. In 1667 the Chriatologioal oath in oue ot Sol01110n Donaido 

waa waiftd. Thh waa not tor a pol6tioal -tter but tor a ohi.l -tter 

rather. Yet it ia ot interest. 

1. l Wm & lla17 o 8, ho l tt 
2. 3 Jae 1. o. • 
3 . l Eli&. I c. t 
4. Sec. 5 
s. See Pollook opus cit P• 189 
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In oaa• ot Pobel7 • Lend.ton1 whioh -.a tried in Court ot 

ling 1 a Bmoh i n JaJIUa!7 1667, aneral Jfti ah wi tneaaH wre procluoed and 

the ohief' .Ju.tioe .-ore ~ upon the old Te.t ... nt and the oorreotneu 

ot the Chief .Ju.tioe fta attirmd on appeal b7 tbe other Judge•. Thua 

we aee a liberal ten4en07 •• .. 11 u a 1tringent one regarding t he Jn 

and th• oath•. 

After the death ot J .... a IJ in 1101* an illportant oath1ot 

abjurati on wa1 introduoecl that holda down to a TOT7 late t t.e. Tb.11 •• 

iapo1ed upon T&riou.a olaaaH ot peraona, inolwllng peera, aembera of' Bousea 

ot Parli.._t and all holding ~ publio of'tio• or higb posit ion under ti. 

orown. Thia oontained. the olauH whiob waa f'ir.t put i n t he Old Oath of' 

Obt'.'dienoe tr•ed in 1685, •h, •upon the true f'aith ot a Cbriauan•. Again 

t hia olauH wu not i ntended apinat the Jn, yet it worked u a bancU.oap 

t o bi.a and wu not relined until 1868. ~ 

The Oat h of Abjuration u altered in 17664 exi.ted tor another 

oentur7 and waa th• d ireot oau.a• tor t he politioal diaab1lit7 that waa 

not r8ll0Ted \mtil the latt er part ot the ni neteenth oentury. Beoauae of' 
5 

it• iJlportanoe it 1a here oopiecl: 

•1, A.B., do t rul7 and ai noerel7 acknowledge, proteaa, test ify 

and ••clare in my oonaoienoe betore God and the world, that our acnereip 

lor d , '"i .ng George, 1a lawtul, and righttul 1 i ng ot t hia r eala and all otmr 

I in hia Majesty • domin ona and oountriH thereunto belonging. And I 4o 

aolemnly and sincerely declare that I do belie.e in my oonaoienoe That 

not any ot t he deaoendanta ot t he person who pretended to be prinoe ot 

W&lea during the lite ot the late Ki ng J ... a t he Seoond, and, ainoe hie 

deoease, pretended to W, and took upon hiaaelt the at il• and title of 

1. 2 lebl e P• 314 
2. 13 and 14 .. III o 6 
~. b7 the Jewiah Relief A.ct, 2111.22 Viot. o 4( 
4. 6 Geo III, c. 63, • 2. 
5. The J..,a and t he English Law, P• 226-7 
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ling ot &ng1.m. ar,. tm .- ot "-• tm fbin. or ot Sootlud. ar,. tm 

nme ot J-• tm &igbth. or tm etile ua4 tU1le ~ llnc ot Cir•t Britain, 

hath ~right or title whatHenr to tt. orom ot thh real.a, or ~ 

other the d.om.niona thereunto belonging; aid I do renoimoe, ref\aae an4 

abjure ~ allegianoe or obeclienoe to ~ ot thn. An4 1 do ••ar, that 

I will bear -tdt b and tr• allegi.anoe to Ria Majesty nng George• and him 

will detend to the ut.oat ot 97 powr. againat all traitoroua oouplraoiH 

dignit7. and 1 will do "1 utaoat enclea•or to cli•oloae and ..- known to 

hie Jlajeet.., • and hi• auooeasora all treuona and traitorou.• oonapirao1ea 

whioh I ahall know to b•gainat bi.a or an7 or th-. And 1 do taitbtul.17 

promiae to the utaoat ot 97 power. to aupport. -intain• and defend the 

auooeadon ot the orown againet the deaoendanta ot the aid J ... a, and 

againat all other peraona wbat•oeTer, 11tliob auooeaaion. b7 an aot intltuled 

•An Aot tor the tu.rther Uaitation ot the orown, and better aeouring the 

right• and libertiea ot the aubjeot• ia and stands 11.aited to the PrinoeH 

Sophia. eleotoreH and dutoheH dowager ot Banonr. and the beira ot her 

body being protHtanta. And all thHe thing• l do plainl7 and ainoerely 

aolcnowlMge and neal, aooordi.ng to theae expreH word• by - apoan, anc1 

aocorcUng to the plain cOftlllOn Hnae and underatanding ot the aame wor4a, 

without an7 equi"fl>oation, aental ..aaion or aeoret reaenation whataoner. 

And I do make thia recognition, aolcnowledg-nt, abjuration, renunoiation, 

and proaiae, beartil7, willingl7 and truly, upon the true faith or • 

Christian.• 

lo J .. oould tab thia oath in thia tora whioh r ... i.ned tmtil 

1867 when the Ottioe and Oath Act waa paeaed whioh did not • oontain the 
1 

obnoxioua word•. 

1. SO ~ 31 Viot o. 'T5 • 6. 
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Some rellet, howHr, waa tom.t tor tho•• po81tioaa 11hioh N-

1 
quired onl7 an oath or •uegianoe. 87 the ln4...Ut7 Aot ot 1727 one 414 

not ban to tab oath \Dltil 81.x montu after .mering ottioe. Thi• Aet 

2 wa• pa.HM anmaall7 until 18SI when the Prolli.Ho~ Oatha ~ wu pueed. 

Beoauee ot the lnt~ity .lot• a .JflW or ~ non-Contol'lli.t aigbt tab ottto e 

Kr. Darl4 Salomon• a. eleoted aherU"t ot oounty of London. lie oould tale 

the otl'ioe, though 1 t would han •ant that be oould not take the oath ot 
a 

that period. BoweTer, in the oaaH where a Deolaration -• required before 

entering the ottioe, tbm the ln4eanit7 Aot wa• or little uH; beoauH 9 Geo I•. 

(1828) required that thia deolaration be lllMle betore enteri~ ottioe. 

The Plantation Aot ot 17.f.O'Pel'llitted thoae proteaeing the .i .. -

iwh reli,1011 to oait the worde •upon the true taith ot a Christian• when 

tbe7 applied tor Brltlah nationa11t7 p~cted the7 dwielt in the American 

ooloni•• tor a period ot aeTen 7 .. r •• 

In 18296 an aot waa paeeed wbioh altered the oatha but thh 

wa• dHigned tor the benetit ot the Oatholioa. It wa• exaotl7 th11"'t7 

year• before the .... alight ohange wae made ao u to appl7 to .Jewa. 

The Oatha A.ot6 paHed in 1838 enabled oatha tor ~ purpoae to 

be tabn in llJl7 ~ binding upon the oonacienoe ot hia who takea it. Tbua 

a Jew oould talce any oath upon the old Te.t ... nt it he wiebed. 

1. l. Geo n • atf 2_, a.,, 2S 
Sl and S2 Yiot o. 72 ••• note 2 
s. There are more details or the oue whioh will be dealt with later 
4. lS Geo II o. 7 
6. 10 Geo IV• o 'I 
6. l and 2 V1ot o. 106 
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In 1868 an Aet wu paHecl in ParU.-nt wbioh d11PlUled torw 

ot oath. It aubat1tuted a single •th f'or the thr• oatha ot Allegianoe. 

SJIPl'-.07 and Abjp-ation, but 1t had· to be made •upon the truie faith ota 

1a 
Christian.• The Ter'I next ut h the Jnieh li.eliet Aot, 1'bioh prod.cl81 

that tbeae word• m:J be ettecl bJ" a .r.,,. B7 tbe1r lut Aot, either bouee 

• ot Parli.._t wal illlPO .. recl to perait b7 rHolution a pereon proteeaing 

the Jewi ah religion otherri.H entitled to ait and 'n1te in woh bouae•, to 

• take the oeth• wl th the oabdon ot the word• upon the true hitb ot a 

Cbrbtian... It waa alao pro'rided that in all other OUH where the oath 

ot allegianoe wa• required to be talcen,bJ a Jew, tbeee word• aight be 

2 
oaittecl. The tora ot tbia IMIW ~th ot 1858 ia •• 1'>llow1:--

•1, •.s. do ... ar that I will be taitbtul and bear true alle­

giance to Ber lfajeety <Cueen Vs.otoria, and will defend her to the ut.oat 

ot rq power agaimt all Conepiraoi••, and attempts 11hatner wbioh shall be 

-.de agdnat Ber Person, Crawn or 1>tgnity, and I will do rq utmost Bn4eaYor 

to diaoloae and ab known to Ber llajeat7, Ber Beira and SuooeHora, all 

Treaeona and tra.itoroua oonapiraoiea whioh ~ be formed a gain.at Ber or 

the-.and I d.6 tei thtu.117 proaiae to •.lntein, support, and defend to the 

uta>at ot rq Power, t he Suooeadon ot the Crown, whiob euooeaeion b7 an 

Act, enti.l-led •An Act tor the 1'urtber li.Jdtation ot the Crawn, and better 

securing tbe rigbta and libertiH ot the Subjeote• ie and atand• llaited 

to the PrinoeH Sophia, 1'leotreu ot llanOTer, and the lie ire or Ber Boq 

being ~oteatante, herebJ utterly renounoing and ~bjuring an7 obedlenol 

or Alleg1anoe unto any other Person olaialng or pretending a right to the 

Crown of thie reala; and I do deolare that no foreign Prinoe. Person, 

Prelate, state or Potentate hath or ought to haTe aiv juriediotion, Power, 

11 21 and 22 Viot. o .(8 

3.a 21 and 22 Viot o. 49 

\, n-and~ot'.~ ~ 
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Super iori t,., Pre--1.nenoe, or autborit7, eooledutioal or aplri~. within 

thia realiw; anl I ..a tbia cleolaration upon the trm taittt of a Cbrbti.m, 

1• 
eo help • Ood. 

Sinoe that cla.7 aa modltied bJ' the "'17 nut A.at, Lord Botha-

ohild waa enabled to tab hia Hat and a J- oould enter parli•ent. But 

there -re 8cml higher of'tioea under the Crown that oould not Tet be helct.2 

Theee dhabilitlea wre not rwftd until the Aot ot 18'11. 3 

• In 1866 by tM Parli-nta.J')' Oatha Act all prerioua leglalation 

wae r•OTed.6 Th.ii applied onl7 to parli-nt. The fora ot tbi• oath 

ia aa tollatra: 

•l, A.B. do near th.t I will be t'aitbtul and bear true allegianCM 

t o her 11aje.t7 Qu.en Vi°'°rla; and I do taitht'ully proalae to -intain 

and aupport the SuooeHion to the Crown, u the .... atand.a liaited and 

settled b7 Tirtue ot the Aot puaed in the reign or Wa II entitled "An 

Aot tor the turther Liait.tion ot the Crawn and better eeouri.ng the Right• 

and Liberties ot the Subjeot" and of the aubae.tent Aot of Union with 

Scotland and Ireland, ao help • God." 

Thia aot re91>Ted nery preriou• atat.ut-e regulaUon that oou.14 

han been a hi ndranoe to the Jn in hh politioal right to alt in Parliaaent. 

6a 
In 186? Ottioe and Oath• A.at atill shortened ancl aiaplitled 

oaths to be taken bJ otrioe holders. It authorised the new parl1a.nt&1"7 

rora ot oatha to be taken in all oaeea where the oath or allegianoe was 

r equired aa a qualitioation tor ottioe.6 

In 1868 the Proaiaeory Oatha Act7 eatabliabed three new toraa 

of oath and are still in toroe and none are objeotionable to the Jn. a 

n .a. n vlOi ••• a 
M and 35 Vtot. o. 48 
21.atnd 22 Tiot. Oe 49 Se S 

4. 2,.r1ot. o. 19 •• 1 
s. See Pollack p. 196 
la SO and Sl V1ot. o. 15 
f. Pollack p. 196 
7. 31 and S2 Viot. o ?2 

•• 1 
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deol aration wu substituted tor an oath in .. jorit)' ot ...... !'he edit 

et Allegianoe waa reduoed b7 the ProaiHOJ'7 Oatha Aot to ita present. 

aiaple tonu
1 

•1 • A •••••••• do near the t I will be taithtul and bear true 

ai l egianoe to her llaje•t7 Qmen Viotorla. Ber Beira and Suooeaaora. ao­

oording to i..w. eo help• God.•• 
Thia pramHa nothing abet at o~n l• ia not the dut7 of 

'l'be wora o~ aillplUioation wu not ooaplete until 1871 when 

an Aot waa puaed entitled •An Aot to repeal dlnrae enaot..nte relating 

to oatha and deolarat iona whioh are not in toroe; and tor other purpoaea 

2 
oonneoted therewith• Thia aot torwall7 and apeoitioall7 repealed all 

torMr reatriotiona an4 expunged th• troa the Statute Books ot 1'nglan4. 

Thu8 we baTe deTeloped the nature and the hi story ot oatba in 

England aa it relate• to the political statu. ot the Jn. 'l'he .. tter of 

the relation ot the oath to the oiTil atatua ot the Jn waa not oonaidered. 

Thia diaouaeion 1a neoeaaary aa a background to the aubjeot on hand and 

i n a wa7 alrea1!7 pointed out the nature of the political statu. ot the Jew. 

1. 31 and S2 Viot. o. 72 a. 2 
2. M and S5 Viot. oap. 4&. 
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CBAPnR IV 

D AIALYSIS 07 TBS POLITICAL STA.TUI OP 
TBB JD II llGLUD F1U1 TBB RB-AlllISSIOI 

TO TBI DIUCIP&'l'IOI 

It now r ... in.a to ooMlder the Tarioua upeota or what ia re-

garded a1 politioal atatua a1 cliatinot t'roa oiril atatua. Under th11 head­

ing we ahall ooMider the following nbjeot1: 1. Th• Right to aoquire 

Britilh Wationalit7. 2. The right ot exeroiaing the t'ranohiH. s. The 

r i ght ot being a •aber ot, and holding otf"ioe under a amioipal 

4. The right or being a .-,.r o~ and aitting in Par11 ... nt. 6. The right 

to praotiae law. 

But before an em.-..ration and an expoaition ot the Tariou1 

rights granted a.nd withheld t'roa the Jn oan be ude, it ia neoeHU)' to 

oondder briefly the terainua ab quo and th• terainua ad qu-. There ii 

a ditterenoe or opinion aa to juat when the Jewa aotuall7 ree.ttlecl in 

England. It we •an b7 re-a.ttl•ent, the arrhal ot ind1Tidual Jew• to 

England atter the expulalon that took plaoe in 1290, then .. aigbt aet the 

date at 16S5. In that T•tt.r Antonio Fernandea CerTajd caae to l.ngland and 

s hortly thereafter beo- an influential inhabi tant. Be e~e.n acquired 

lett ers patent of deDi&ation1 before Jlenaneh ben Iarael aM"iTed. Furtber­

aore other Jewa Hnd and traded in ~land before the alddle ot the 

century. •Froa tllle to ti• Indhidual Jen leinded on the 1bo11ea ot England 

but neYer attempted to eatabl11h a Jewish 0091DW\ity or tooelebrate their 

worabip publiolJ. • 2 Yet it miat not ha•e been known, generall7, that the 

"8wa lhed in England before 1656 . In 16M. Lalld in true Torqu8111&cla style 

tuued a prool ... tion against all who held rlewa not in haraoey with thoae 

ot the Htabl1alwd ohurob. Be aentioned all heretioa, but lett out the MM 

ot the Jm. S He aurely would not ha.Te oTerlooked t hia wonderful opportunit7 

1. J.-.B. "'J :,S'IS-
2. t. Wolt •• lliddle Age of Anglo Jewry. 
~ . J.£&.,71 
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t o extend hie peraeoutiona to the Jen. Sino• we know that Jen did u .... 

1 
there at this ti•• the only oonolualon that oan be drawn b that the 

Jflf/l'S did not lhe openl7. A.a a aatter ot taot atter 1630. beoauae ot a 

treaty -.de between England and Spain. the Jen oould aettle b Spari1ard• 

and be conneot .. with the Spe.nhh ellb&•8)'• By doing tbh he oould noid 

the 1... againet reouHanta. Antonio Fernandes Canajal oue to ~land 

in 16S5 and enjoyed juat auoh a 1tatu•. An attnpt wa• made about a deoade 

later to proeeoute c.rn.jal and other. u reouHanta. But their appeal 

2 
under the treaty with Spain wa• grant.cl. January &. 16'9 a petition tor 

the re-adaiesion of the J .. to Kngland wae Mde3 but not granted. Though 

t ere was a popular understanding that J .. a •ere readmitted at thh ti.ae. 

thie wae not ao. The taot that the petition waa made and ttw oontent• •ho• 
that the Jew had no political atatua at thie time; the fact that Darld 

Abarbanel Doraido4 in 1664 p-eaented another petition for re-ad&ieaion 

and that Kenaaeeh ben Iarael, the following year alao presented a petition 

tor readaiaaion P'~• that in January 1649the J ... -•re aurely not re-adaitted. 

I do not .. an to aay the.t J ... did DO't liT• in ingland. The ract the.t 

Dadd .lbarba.nel Doraido6 did lhe openly u a JflW6 and nen proapered in 

England ebows that Jewa oould Un there. In 1664 SU1Uel ben Israel, son 

ot Kena.saeh ben larael, and who aoooape.nied hi• unole to l!:n.g1and reooiTed 

a degree of 4ocrtor ot philosophy and of .edioi ne troa Orlord. 7 The 

point b that there waa not yet a tonal readai.Hion. The raot that theae 

could lhe u.rmolHted a.a Jewa m&y be due to the ... ndaent of the ia .. agei nat 

reouesanta made b7 the independenta in 1650 whioh penaitted some toleration. 

8 
The ordinanoe or September 27, 1660 repeala e.ll etatutea rela.ting t.-o 

l. 
2. 
~. 
4 . 
£>. 
6. 
7. 
8. 



C 1 • ooapul.aoey ohurah llttendanoe ln A.at ot ontora1t7 7et bJ the tenu of 

Inatrumnt f'ixed Deoe.t>er 16, 166~, in artiol••• SS, 36, 8"1 prorlcl• the 

Christian religion ehall be publiol)- proi.aaod. eto. • 2 .. aee that treecloa 

ot worehip waa not erlendecl to all. Tot J.,,.. were encouraged. t'be con-

di ti on or atatua ot the Jew at tbia tille wae a peoul1ar one. He eurel7 

waan•t ot.tioiall7 re-adalttecl, ,..t be resided in t)w land. Then 11here ah.all 

we plaoe tbe teraimla ab quof Shall it be 1616. tho arri.al. or CarTajal f 

or 1&&9 the J)9tition ot the 08rtwrighta; or 1854 the petition ot DaYicl ,,ol'M_.-'-
Abarban• ir or 1666. t)w arrhal ot hnaaaah bell !are.elf 

Betere we oan deoido cletinitel7 one aore taot auat be oonaidered. 

I reter to the opinion expre5aaed bJ' Lord Juatioe Stirling in the .... ot 

De Wilton T Vontotiore3 where he atatea, by quotin' trom Lindo Ta 

Beli.aario, that the legal rioopition ot the reaettl ... nt ot the Jew did 

not take ulaoe until NOT. 13. 1686.• Thia ia a Teey late date. lt really 

u.rk• the last attempt to prewent the Jews who bad already an organized 

co1111tunitJ troa oontinuing their residence in t)w oountey. On thia day 

legal reoognition ot the resettlement .. y haTe taken place. Opposite thi• 

teat we muat not f'orget the Whitehall conference or lloTeaber 13. 1665, 

thirtf year• earlier, at whiob tilte • special council of' lawyers, diYinH 

and merchants, tbru it• judges, deoided that there wae no legal bar to 

t he return or Jew a to ~gland. 6 The year 1686 is t.oo late to be regarded 

as the time or the re-aettle.ent. 

In rlew or the abOTe f'aote. I think we oan conolude to pla.oe the 

1. 1.-. l Bl1z. c. 2;in 35 El i z o . lia.nd ia 23 Bli& o. l . 
2. "'LP·~ 
S. Law tieporte (1900) 2 Ch 486 
4. .r;q;jr .J -t-E. '- . f" .• , . 
6. Hy ... on, p. 201 
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the termnu.e ab quo or the dat. ot readahdon.at 1866, owuoing either 

with the arriTal ot llenueeh bin hrael or with a t .. clay• later, when 

the deoieion waa ...Se b7 the j\lllp• at lltut.emll tmt there la no legal 

bar to the aclaieeion ot the Jewa in Bngland. 

The teraim.aa ad qu- h not ao clitJ"loult to deo14e. I<n the 

year 1N;8, ~ i:he ._ 91 ParU t; lm9m u tM Jnhh !t-elief' Aot1 the Jew 

could alt in Parliament and theretore be enjoyed .tull political rlghta. 

It was not until 18?1, howe•er, thllt nery ottioe exoept that ot the throae 

itself wa• thrown open to hia. The passing ot the Proa.leaory Oatha Aot 

of 1871 gue the Jft' equal politloal at.atua with nery other oiti1.-i ot 
2 

Gr eat Britain. Thie a.et tP.tf"D the Terminus ad qu•• S 

1. 21 and 22 Viot. o. 49 
2. S4 and 35 Viot. o. 48, •• 1 
3. ~. J·" ~L; "' "'· 



Cll&PTBR V 

ml AOClUISl nOI OF THE RIGHT or 
BRITISH NATIOIIALITY. 

The ohiet polittoal right t.hat the .r .. wa• oa.pellecl to aoquire 

was that ot nationaUt)'. Without it he oould not Tote. Without it m 

oould h6ld. no ottioe ot trust under the Crom; without it he could not 

1hare in gOTerning tbe la• ot the land. Wo oount17 pendt• alien• to 

legislate. The 110st the)t oan enjo7 b the ~n oirll rights auoh •• that 

ot reaidenoe, trade• -.rri.ge and the 111ce. 
1 

Until 1826, exoept tor a t"" 

day• during tbe lut r .. clay• ot Deoat>er ..... l ?63~an4 the t1r.t t"" 4-y• ot 

the next year until tbe laturaliaation A.at ot 1'163 waa repealed2 tbe J"" 

waa unable to aoquire the right ot Britiah nationality, except he be wil-

Ung to take an oath that oontained a olauH •hioh wa• obnoxiou• to bi• 

oonaoienoe. 3 

The J.,, in England wa• an alien \DlleH he reoehed letter• patent 

ot endenintlon or he be naturaliHd. So.. nen regarded hia •• an alien 

en-.y perpetually.• 1'he majorit7 or Jew• were howeTer aliem.6 Before 

we oan prooeed, it h neoeHary to define the ten15oAooording to the anoimt 

English la• all tho•• are aliene who are born outside the allegiance ot 

the Crown.6 li:ngland ad.opts the principle or ju• •oli a.a opposed to the 

rhal doctrine of lfll jua sangui nia. By the former principle all those who 

are born on the soil that ia under the dOlli nion or the UK ere regarded 

1. 6 Geo IV, o 6? waa passed whioh abolished neoeaaity or taking 
aacr&ll8nt aa a prelirainary to naturali&ation. 

2 . 26 Geo II o. 26 

3 . I • referring only to alien Jews on the -inland am not to the 
apeoial oonditiona under whioh a Jflfl( mig)rt; be naturalized. l 'hia will 
be taken up later. 

•• .kftri+.. <J·· r. L.' , ,, 
5. J.E. P• 169 

6 . B.S.Q. Benriqiea , •Alien• A: laturalhation• p. 29 



a• a natural born wbjeot and u woh entitled te all th• prhil•ge• ot 
t 

auoh. 87 th• la~r prinoiple the nationality ot ohildren h deterained 'b7 

that ot the pareata. The J- oan be gratet\al that 1'ng1and does eooept thB 

f'or98r prinoiple. tor b)t Tirtue ot it, the Anglo-Jewiah oomiamity-.. able 

to ertrioate itaelt troa the debrla ot intolerable and unjuat diaabili­

tiea .1 Untll the readlliuion. the Jflfl waa not regarded .. euob and there-

tore it -ttere little whether he .... an alien or not. But a.tter the re-

adaiuion. the .r .. wiabed to ab.are equal rights i n hia nnl7 adopted 

oountry and tlwretore it beo- a probl- tor hi.a. 

There were three wa19 ot aoqutring Britiah nationality. The 

first wq wa• to be born on the aoil. • J.., born in 1'ngland oould there­

fore enjoy all the right• ot an i:ngUahMn. it would .-. The ditfer-

ence in religion. haweTer. 1.apoaed dieabilitie• upon J ... born in the land. 

To enjoy the political right• it waa neoeuary to take oatha which were ., 

designed as to make it iapoesible tor a J .. to take and theretore. though 

born in t he land and eo not an alien. he oould not enjoy what ot right 

he ahould be enabled to enjoy. 

The aeoond way ot aoquiring nationalit7 waa by reoeirtng lett .. • 

patent ot endenhation troa the crown. Suob lettera might giTe righta tar 

a apeoitied tiae. as tor eu.aple tor twenty yea.re. or it aight be granted 

on certain oondit1ona, as tor exaaple that the reoeber engage in certain 

t rade. Suob letter• did not grant political right•• Hie right• could be 

restricted either by the terae in the letter or by oertain Acta ot Parlia­

ment. A denben created 'b7 a girt ot the king ia in a kind ot middle etate 

i . J . e. s.E. i: 134, 135 
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betwHn an alien u4 a natural-born wbjeot. and ... partabn ot both. Speoial 

alien dutie• .. re iapoaed upon en4enisene4 -rohant• which wre not iapoaed 

upon others. The on17 oondition required waa that the oandidate tab an 

oath ot Allegianoe in a tora aooeptable.1 

n. third method ot aoquiring Brithh nationality waa bJ a •i»­

oial Aot ot Parli-.wt. Until 1809 applioation tor auob a right oould be 

made b7 Q10ne. but after the Gunpowder Plot, an aot wa• puaed2 wbiob 

confined naturalbation to ProtHtanta. It wa1 i ntended to work again.t 

the Catholio. Thia Aot required that the candidate take the ~aoraaent ot 

the Lord'• Supper and the Oath• ot Allegianoe and Supr...aJ• A oomoien-

tiou• Jew oould not do thia. The law .till exhted when the J .. wu re-

admitted. 1'aturalhation b7 auoh an A.at ot Parli ... nt grant• tull right• 

of a natural born oitisen to an elien. It ditter• troa denitation in 

that it had re,roapeoti~ erteot; the naturalised. pereon being deemed a 

aubjeot •natura" to all intent• and purpoHa, •• it he had been born eo. 

Furtheraore he wa1 1'ree .tr• liability to pe.7 alien dutiH. H0111'9'f'er, b)' 

3 Act of Settl-nt, hh politioal right•, atter 1714 were grately liaited. 

I Geo. I, ~. 2, o. 4 pnrnnted dhpenaing ot Act or Settl..nt in a 

pri'ftlte aot or Parliament.4 The third aeotion or the~ ot Settle .. nt6 

apecifie1 political diaabilitie• both or thoae who are naturalized by a 

6 apeci al aot and those who are endenhened • Thi• aot whiob wa1 paued in 

1701 during the reign or Williaa III exoluded, expreaal7, denizen• and naturalised 

1. 
2. 
3 . 
4. 
s. 
6 . 

J . ~ 8. L. 237 
7Jac. 1. o. 2. 
12 and 13 W. IIJ, o 2. . " P• 40 Alien• & Naturalization Henriques 
12 and lS 1'lri Ill o. 2 

" . Henriques Alien• & Naturalization P• 18 



-15-

peraona troa the exeroiae ot all iaportant pol1t1oal tu.notion• bJ proricl-

i ng that •no pereon born out ot the lcingdoaa ot ing1and. Sootland.or Ireland 

or the doainiona thereunto belonging exoept wob u are born ot Anglhh 

pe.rente. ahall be capable to be ot the Pri..y Counoil or a 919ber ot either 

Houae ot Paru ... nt. or to en.jo7 9.117 ottice or plaoe ot truat. either ohil 

or ailitar7. or to ban aiv grant ot lancla or bereclit ... nta tr• the orown 

• to biaaelt or to ~ other ots athera in tnaat tor him. Thia would exclude 

many Jewe troa enjo7ing any political power, na it he could acquire the 

political atatua ot Britiah nationality. 

Al the time ot the readaiuion, the on17 Jew who poued any 

polit1oal atatua waa Antonio Fernande& CUTajal. Be reoeiTed lettere patent 

ot endenhat ion troa OliTer C rmwe 11 in Auguat 17, 1656, a r""' month Mt'cr e 

the arriftl or llenaeaeh ben hrul. An exoerpt troa tbie letter h ot 

interest here. It ·~· in part1 that the "•aid Antonio fernandu Carva.jal, 

alonao Jorge Carv.yall and Joaeph Ferdinando C~all and every ot tbea 

reapeothel7 at all t199 and t)'IM'• troa and atter the date ot tbeae 

present• during• their anerall and reapeothe naturall line ahall be and 

•hall be adjudged reputed and taken to bee in all and nery reapeot Condicon 

and degree to all intents oonrtruoiona and purpoHa whataoner u 

t he naturall people ot thia Comnonwealthe and aa persona borne within the 

.. 
same . The atatement 1a Tery incluai'Ye and would entitle him to political 

r i ghts were he able to enjoy them. It ia limited by the olaaae later in 

he petiti on which ae.ya they ab.all "pay to us a.nd our aaoceaaora all auoh 

subs idies . ouatoaa and other duties for their wares. good• a.ad aerchandi t e 

aa aliena and atrangera do.• Thia liaitation nalcea hia different trom a 

natural born subject. Further it .. _. be bad the right to YOte troa where 

1. A reprlilt tound in J.H.s.E. Tol 2 PP• 45 and 48 



it aay• "and .-,ery ot ti:- reapeatb•l7 •hall and -7 trca henoetortb 

quietly and peaoabl7 haTe and enj07 all and all manner ot lawful liber­

tle• • tranohh•• and pr hi leg•• within tbia 0011mOnnalth aa it th.97• •• bad 

been borne withita tbe .... or aa ui.J ot tt. nat\D"all people thereof bJ 

t heir being borne within the ..... do or 9aJ lawtul.17 enj0T9. Sere w 

aee that the first J.,,. llinoe tbe readaiuion~ ainoe the expuleion in 

1290,to aoquir• the right ot nationalit7. tbo"Cb it wu liaited.,wu Antonio 

Fernandes C&rTajal. 1 
Hi• two aona aleo reoebed auoh a right. 

thereafter 110re J ... reoeiT9d aiailar right• ot endeniaation. 

Soon 

After *he aooeHion to tbe throne ot Chaa II in 1660 a reaotiCI\ 

took plaoe. Petitiona were t'iled b7Violet and b7 tbe aldel'99Jl ot the oi~ 

ot Londea and b7 other• to expel the Jen and to oontiaoate their property.I 

"Non-oontondt7 with the national ohuroh bee ... onoe more a barrier to 

nati onal oitiaenabip even in Englancl.•2 

ln 1E60 the Barlgation Aot3 waa passed. By its pro•iaiona Colonial 

trade •a• cloHd to aliena. Suob trade waa open however to tboae who were 

naturalhed or a h'ff denhen. 4 Fro• thia it can be readily understood 

why so aany Jews became denizen.a at thia time. 

6 A ourioua petition exiated that m.aat haTe been aade in 16611 

i n which a certain J.J.B. Benriquea aeked to be naturalised that be might 

6 develop some gold mines in J ... ica. 

An aot we.a pe.aaed in 16G! to encourage the ••,-un -.nul'aoture 

of linen in .i!:ngland. Thia aot 7 opened the opportunity tor Jews to )I aoqutre 

Br itish nationality. All that was required waa to •niece in thia bu.in••• 

l . R. J .B. P• 6 
2. J . a.s.E. TO~ p. 138: Joaepb Jacob• - Typioal CbaraoteT• ot Jewiab 

History. 
3. xilbA••ai1b 12 Car II• c. 18 
4. 2!1 J & ~. L. P• (p. 21 ot Alien• and Maturaliaation) 
6. 6f•lfJ•eew+•+•I A.J. li.S. TOl 6 p 46 tt 
6. 145 J. & t.L. note 
7. !n C~r 11 o . lfi 
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tor three yecrs and then uoon taking the oath• ot A11egianoe and ~upr..ao1, 

he oould enjoy all the priTilegee ot a natural born subjeot. rhi• aot 

r911&ined on the •tatute book until 1863, yet it M9IU u though Jen did 

l 
not take adTantage ot it. 

During the reign ot Chu. II and ot J ... a II many reoeiTed patent 

2 ta letters ot endeniaation • D\lring the reign ot Jeaea II 34 got •uoh lette••· 

During the reign ot Willi- Ill an aot wsa passed wbioh aerTed 

u a barrier to tull natlonalit7 rights t or 1t0re than a Mntury. In 1701 

an aot known u the Act ot Settl-nt3 waa paued whioh prodded that po-

litical rigbte be denied eTen tboH who were endeniaened or naturalhed. 

A tn yeara latttr in 17144 it was pr~d that the abOTe mentioned re­

istriotion oould not be diapenaed with in any prhate Aot or Parliaaent whioh 

would grant naturalhatitn. The torce ot this n.a not relaxed until 

1794
5 

and then it only allowed alien resident• i n foreign ooloniea surrendered 

to Hie Majesty to trade; and in 179?6 whiob waa an act allowing alien• in 

foreign ooloniea surrendered to Hie Majesty to be merchants or taotora , 

etc; and in 1804 by 45 Geo Ill o. 32 which was aiailar to the act or Hi 

1797; and in 1826 by Geo IV, o 67 in which the neoeadt}' for t aking the 

Saorl'U'lll!lnt as a preliminary to naturalisation was abo l i shed. Thi• aot 

comprising the politioal disab1lit7 remained as a barrier to every Jew 

unt il 1826. exoept tor the few day• during which the naturalization aot <I 

1753 was in force. 

By etatute, the olau or natural born aubjeots waa widened, 

by 1 noluding thoH born abroad or parents whoH f athers and grandfather• 

on t he father• aide, haTe been born within the reala. 

l . J . & B. L. p. 239 
2. J. & ~. L. P• 158. W. (att eret Wella gives a liat or 106 i n his •0n 

t lle question whether a Jew oan hold land, eto.• 
la J. & E. L. P• 168 
I . lltn III• .,12 and 13, c. 2, 16. i' I Geo ~. o.4. 
a6 By S4 Geo III, o. ~2, a 6 
6. 37 Geo III o. 63, a 6. 



1 
In 1730 the Brit ieh nationalit7 Aot wa• pu••d whiob pro'YidH 

that ohildren born abroad or natural born •ubjeot• are to be deeaecl u 

• natural-born INbj•ot• exoept tboH ot parent• attainted with t reHon or 

in aotual Hrrloe or roreign prinoe• in 81alt7 with the orown.• The British 

2 
lfationalit7 Act ot 1'172 inolucle• thoff who•• grancltathere were natural 

born •ubjeot•. 

The next Act or Parll-..t tbat ara an iaportant aile.tone 

in the hi.to!')' ot aoquirlng British 1ationalit7 t<Yr JflWa h what 1e known 

ae the Plantation Act puaed in 17~3• • It h entitled An Act tor J atur-
... 

ali&ing euoh toreign Proteatanta, and other• therein mentioned, •• are 

" aet tled or •hall eettle in any ot Hia llajHty ' • Coloniu in ~erioa•. It 

granted right• ot naturalisation to t'oreignere who liTed in Aaer ioa eeTen 
5 

yesre. two aeotiona deal with the Jewa.6 By ••otion 2 Jews were pel'1t-

mitted to oait taking the aaor .. nt. By •eotion ~ the Jn oould Oii.it tbe 

words troa the oath, •upon the taith ot a Ch,riatian. Within t hirt .. n 

years nearly two hundred Jews took adnntage ot thi• aot. 7 It waa 

tar eaaier to gain naturalization a• •• •hall aee, by rea•on ot thi• aot 

than by Yirtue of the one paned in 1763. 8 For bJ the t'orMr one oould be 

naturali£ed by merely taking the oaths in the preaenoe ot eo .. local ot-

fioial , but by the latter, the only advantage was that the resident ... J .. 

was qualified to aak tor a pri..-ate aot or naturalhation. To aoquire the 

ri~ht or nationality by a apeo1al aot ot Parliament aeana expense and un-

certainty. However. the later i• a etep forward in t hat it inoluded all 

Engl i sh Jews instead of those resident in the -'llerioan colonies. 

1. 4 Geo II , o. 21 
2. 13 Geo III, o. 21 
~ . 13 Geo II, c . 7, aa 2 and 3 
4. J • .b.t,. 172 b. 
6. llJasa.xpzvRH Piootto p. 61 
6 . Hyam.aon P• 272 
7. J.H.s.1'. P• 157 b. vol 6 
a. Hyamson p. 273 
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We nOlf oo- to the latWalhation A.at ot 1763, otten known u 

the Jew B111. During the lliddle ot the 1'1ghtMDtb Cent\11'7 tbe J.,, beouie 

the ohiet topio ot diaouaaion in Bngland. Hi• religion. hi• habit• ot 

domeatio and ot aooial lite, hie attitude• to lite, hie politioal a.ftilia• 

tiona and hie philoaopb1' ot lU'e w.a diaouaaed and debated b7 ..abera ot 

Parli..ent , publloiata, olerioala and l~n. A net llerature oontllining 

the Tileet kind of nonaenae aa wll aa ao- able, deoent pamphlets relating 

1 
to t he Jew sprang into existenoe. In e.ddition to thia, oarioaturea. aatir-

icd and politioal printa ot the 90at obnoxioua oharaoter were produoed. 2 

Filthy poetry atta.oking the person and religion or the JflW appeared in 

abundanoe in the contemporary periodioala. A great deal or paaaion oame 

to the toretront ot British national life beoauae the Parliament had the 

audacity and intelligenoe to teed t.o the Jew a oruab ot equalit7 and 

justice. Au this stirring up waa the reau.lt ot the introduction and ~ 

s 
oi ng of a B111 granting the JflW the r ight to ao~ire Britiah Rationality. 

Early i n llaroh, 1763 a bil14 was introduced in the House ot 
6 

Lords that would peralt persona proteaaing the JflWiah religion to be 

naturalized by Parliaaent.6 The B111 e nact ed •• !that persona professing 

t he J ewish religion ~. upon applioation tor that purpoae, be naturalised 

by Parliament without reoeiTi ng the aacrament of the LOrd '• supper. tbe said 

aot or the aeTentb year ot the reign of King Jama 7 the tirat, or &OT other 

law, statute, matt er or thing di the oontra.ry in any wise notwithstnndirg• 

0 
Further, it exo luded the clause in tho A.ot of Sett le11ent whioh exoepted 

oertai n politioal rights. It pro~ided that the oandidate must h&Te lhed 

in England tor three years. The 111eaaure paaaed t hru the -rarioua et•gee 

l . J.H.S.E. TOl 6 p 178 
2. J.H.S.~. TOl 6 p 205 
3 . J.H. S. i. TOl 6 p 166 tr: The Jew Bill or 1763, 26 Geo II, o. 26: 

Pioo. p. 69: Hyamaon, p. 276 
4. The Jflff Bill or 1763, J.a.s.E. Tol 6 p. 166, 179. 
5 . Pico. P• 80 
' · J .E. TOl l P• l72b 
7. 7 Jao. l o. 4 
8. 12 and 13 Wm Ill, o. 2 
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b the Bouae ot Lord• and 011 April 16. 1763 was ••nt down to the linua• o~ 

coamnona and tlwre paHed th• tirat readinc• Upon the Hoond reading i n 1h e 

Bouse of Connona oppoaition oomi.enoed but it paaaed b7 • Tote ot ni1Wt7 

five to sixteen. Soon tbe heat ot oppoeition turned into tlaMa ot libel. 

cal~ and detaaation. The priTilege1 to be granted waa alight. but po-

litioal and oollD9roial n:t ri'ftlr7 needed an exouae;and what 1a more potct 

aa an ageut ot diaaention than religion! rbe politioal leader• in power' 

were doomed to deatruotion. the bill wae uaed •• a -ana and the Jn •• 

t he goat . lumero\18 argwacmta. toolbh and ••na•l•ae end ridiouloua .. re 

conjured up b7 th• opponent• ot the aeaaure. J ... • Piooiotto in hia 

2 
Sketches ot Anglo-Jewry a\IU up the ar~nta aa tollowa:- •1t 1e 

alleged b7 the opponents ot the .. awre t at the naturalhation ot th• Jen 

was not oonaiatent with th• Christian religion, and waa repugnant to the 

const itution ot Great Britain. That it would diainiah the oonaimption ot 

ham , baoon and brawn and thua -teriall7 injure the trade in tboae oomno­

ditiea . That it waa an act against the will or God; it waa flying in the 

raoe or prophecy. 11hiob deolarea that the Jews ahould be • aoattered people. 

without oount1"7 or fixed habitation, until they ahould be oon..-erted trom 

t heir intidelity, and gathered inro the land ot their toretathers; that 

the Jews would beoome so numeroua as to eulude all ¥roteetanta f'roa the 

hollllt or •KO' other trade. l'bat Ii many rich Jew a would OOJ9e o-nr to Ehgland 

that they would purchase all the lands i n t he l i ngdom, and intluenoe eleo-

t 1on• ao tat no one would be ohoaen unless in their interest; that they 

would beoOM •abera ot Parliament th•aelTes , and reaob the highest poata 

under goveriment; that a number of poor Jew-a would tlood the land and de-

ssi: vour it like loouata; t hat tpe7 would depri..-e of bread the nati..-ea who 

1. P1oc. P• 82 
2. Pioc. P• 82 
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e":-n their liTelibood bJ work, or elae bring auoh a •aa ot pauperi• into 

the oou."ltey u to greatl7 impair it• reaouroe• • spread nd.Hl"J' • and aerioual;y 

auginent t&Jmtion. Tt.t J .. broken, ~era and beggar• would t'look hither , 

robbing the real aubjeota ot their birth right•, cliagraoint; the oharaoter 

ot the nation, endangering the oomtitution ot ctJurob and state and proTirg 

an indelible reproaoh to the ••tablhbed religion ot the British real.aa; 

That the Jfltra would multipl7 in mmber, l noreue in wealth, and gain power 

to auoh an ertent u to aoquire great peraonal illportanoe, introduoe uniTer•all7 

their oust:Oll.9, and render Jud.at• the tuhionable religion ot the Engliab. 

That they would engroaa all the foreign oo-roe ot the reala, and that t la 

Spaniards and Portugeae would be greatly ot'tended at the refuge artorded 

in England to a people whoa tbe7 bad driTen awq troa their k i ngd.o .. , where 

they would not be tolerated. That the Jews wre more ready than any other 

people on earth to betrq ingelligenoe; and that ahould a JflW be round in 

the Cou.noUa oE the oountry. or in any branoh ot government wherein he ooul d 

arriTe at a true state or a.tf'ai.ra • it would be i n hi• power to betray the 

oounaela and aeorete ot the nation to every oount in Europe. That to har-

bour a Jew waa, in the word• ot Innooent III, when he expelled that raoe 

from Rome , to reoeiTe • ..... in pera, aer'1>9n• ingremio, ignia in ainn•. Fin-

ally that by bringing the Jewa i nto England with t hem would be brought the 

ourses that haTe puraued t hea through all oountriea and tor so maey ages , 

and t he ae.11119 part would be aoted aa that ot Julian the Apostate 1'hen he 

l 
iTIYited them to gather in hi • empire and ereot a teaple.• Thi• ia a 

~ery briet summary ot the arguments used in the mmeroua pamphlets and nm-

paper artiolea and debates i n Pa.rlia.ent. These ideaa we:-e also pri nted 

in the fora of cartoons, a oolleotion ot whi ch i • enough to ..0 eTen the 

moat thiok-aJdnned soul ,aiok. True, many defended t he Jew with counter 

1. Pi.co. P• M 



-42· 

argument•• We ha•• reoords or petitlona •igned b7 prOllinmt 1nd1T14\ala 
1 

urt1"* the paeaing or the -uure. To underatand the oauae tor the great 

opposition i• not ditrioult. The politloal leader• in power were oppoeed 

and the polltioal tutio• ot llUd-throring betore an i11:11nent eleotion waa 

well known.ii>~. exeout1Te depe.rtamt or the l!:ngliah unoftioial politioal 

corporation. What haa been reTealed to ua reoentl7 by a olo1e examination 

or the method• and taotio1 of poUtioal partiea 1a but a remnant of a fa..-or­

i te public aport of by gone dqa. &yen England. indMged in it onoe. An-

tagoni• to Pel}taa and Walpole engendeNd antagonha again•t the Bill. 

Peraonal hatred of John Bernard• one ot the leaders or the opposit ion. and 

one ot the members tor the Cit7. tor Sa.paon Gideon, undoubtedl7 one ot tt. 

wealthiHt •n in Bnglmd in th.at day, one or the auooeHtul oaptaina of 

induatry to uae a modern phrase, engendered anta.goni • againat the Bill. 

And objection to the bill tanned the tluies ot indhidual hatred and pre-

judioe againat the Jew, the one tor who•• benefit the bill was propoaed. 

A.t last upon the third reading the Bill waa paued and it reoei't'ed 

r oyi'll aaaent a.nd beomne known •• 26 Geo II o. 26. Thia gaTe the JflW 1'ull 

political right•. but it waa not to laat l ong. Justio• to the Jew and 

equality with thoH who gonrn a people ia toe preoioua a girt tor the 

deaoendanta ot Abrahe.a to enjo7. The anti-Jewi1h party waa not aatiatied. 

The faot that this now beoaM ahe law ot the land made no ditterenoe. 11.hm 

l aw and order and juatioe oon.tliot with unbridled pauion tor what ia un-

r ighteous, the human animal inTe..riably dr i nks to it• tilla at the reheah-

ing waters flowing torth troa the fountains ot iniquity. Conaequently it 

was to be e xpect ed that poetry, not lofty, o r oourse, ahould well out ot 

t he great opposition. In •rhe Jewa' Trh mph•2 a ballad to be said or sung 

1. Pioo p. 81 
2. J.H.S.~. 'ft>l 6 P• 167 



to ti» obildren ot Iarul on all popular oooaaion.e, b7 all Christian 

people. London: Printed tor Iaaao ben·Baddi, in Fleet Street•, we read:­

•eut Lord, bow surprla 'd when tbeJ heard ot ti» 1 .... 
That we •re to be aenanta to oirouaohed J..,.a, 
To be negroea and ala<rea, instead ot Thae Bluea• 

whioh nobocly oan deey, eto. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
That J .. a ban the "->n all Christendoa Jman, 
Bur are-not to be trusted. but juat u that goea, 
For aa Gold'• to be got they are both hienda or toea, 

1fbilah nobod.7 oan 4eny, etc • 

• • • • • •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
1flllr ti. ~,.-,. .we -.te at 1llllat tbq baTe preaobe4 
I• MJ•a4 oc.prebeDaloa. and ..,_ot to be reached 
Exoept Jm' preaentat.ion• rnerting to eaoh, 

Which nobody can deny, deny, 
Which nobody can deny. • 

l • 
or from the •Jews Raturali&ed; or the Engliah Al i enat ed which opened with 

the Yersea : -

"Our ruler• baYe dared the decree to reYoke, 
11hich waa in Judea ao frequently apolce, 
T' incorporat e with U8 that tugi,iYe t ribe, 
But, what - ia it Briton-won't do tor a bribe' 
Sing Tantarara, J ewa all! J ew• all! 

Sing, etc." 

And not enl7 did obnoxious, uncouth literature oontinue to be 

publ h hed , but open opposition aroH agdnat all who supported t he B111. 

The populace rahed ao much political duat and flung so much dirt that 

at the Tery first meeting of the next Parli .. ent, a 8111 was introduced to 

repeal it , whi ch pused Tery quickly. The ru.ry and agitation ot the aotl 

shouting •110 Jews, no Jews, no wooden ehoes• wae quiet ed. The i.:b desire 

for tranquility was what aOTed the leaders to aacrift oe their principles . 

The B1112 ~hi oh met wit h almost unanimou• a pproTtl did r ouee one ditferenoe 

of opinion which is really interesting. Th• repeali ng b ill3 opened 

i . J.a.s.E. •ol 6 p t68 
2. J.B. TOl l P• 22b: 86 Pico. 
3. 27 Geo lI c. l. 



•Whereae oooaaion haA been taken. troa the aa14 aot, to raiH diaoontenta 

and disquiet• in the mind• ot Hie Kaj•atJ '• •ubjeot•• be it enaoted ••••• • 

An alteration wae proposed wbioh to the oredit or the leader• ot Parli .. ent 

was not a110epted, whioh read • ••• whereaa great diaoontents and disquietude• 

had troa the •aid act ariaen ••• • Thia •howa .._the oauae tor the repeal 

wa• oorreotly •Uooated. Thu.a in leH than a year the Jew was again under 

t he political diaability ot not being able to aoquire Brit1ah nationalify. 

On DeCMaber 19, 1192 Lord Grenrllle introduoed an alien B111 

i nto the Bouae or Lords whioh b eouie law. 1 Thia pro-.ided that aliena be 

required to obtain pa.aaporta at their poTt ot landing. Thua their aovemel& 

could be watobed. Furtberaore, the go"Ternment oould expel aey alien.a. 

Thu s t he ta.ot that the Jew oould not aoquire the prhilege• or British 

nationalify alao mean.a that h8 oould not be uaured even or reaidenoe. 

2 
Thi• wae not abandoned until 1826. 

,,,,_~ -I'-•••-'-
At laet

1
in 18263 by whioh the neoee•ity ot talcing the •aoraaent 

' or the Lord • •upper was aboliahed ae a preliainary to naturalisation. 
4 

W'tla reaoYed one of the obstaolea that erl•ted ainoe 1609 • 

1'hu• 

Jew was a1le to &ak tor an Act ot fiatur&lh&tion. 

At lut t he 

5 In 1844 the ~oquiaiticm 

or nationality was taoilitated in that the ayst- ot naturalisation wu 

now by oertitio&te tro11 the SeoretaJ')' ot ~tate . l'hia na improYecl and ex­

ter.do1 by an Aot paued in 18706 , •• a result or whioh ~ the following 

simpl e oat h was adopted whioh oould be taken by e"Teryone: •1. A.n. do 

altee.r that l will be taithtul and bear true allegianoe to her lla.jeaty Queen 

Vi ctor i a, her heir• and suoceasots aooording t o .,.,...M•l••kJ1'x Law. So 

help me God.• Bence b7 the naturalization Act of 1870 the right of Briti•h 
Jl 
nat i onality was 'oquired by the Jew in Engla.ncl. 

1. SS Geo IY. o. 4. P• 22?. or Pioo. P. 303 ot U,yamaon. 
2 . 6 Geo I..,. o. 6? 
3 . 7 Geo 1..,. o. 6" 
4. 7 Jao. Io. 2. 
5. 7 and 8 Viot. o. 66 
6 . 33 and M Viot. c. 14 



ACQUISITIOI OF THE RIGHT OF FR&lfCHIZI. 

The right to exeroiH the tranohiae at ParliulentaTJ or other 

ele~oiona depended upon the taot that the eleotor waa a .tr~bolder in. a 

county or a treeaan in a borough. It waa not until 1696 that an aot .a.a 

l 
passed whioh obligated the elector to take an oath. Thia aot waa directed 

againat Popiah reouaaanta and the oath ot Allegianoe and Suprtmia07 ... 

required. Although a Catholic oould not take thea it waa not iapoaaible 

ror a Jew to t.ake th•. Therefore troa the time or the re-adaiaaion until 

1696 at leaat. a Jflfl oould enjoy the right ot tranohiae. In the letter patent 

2 
of denization granted to Antonio Fernande& Caryajal in 1666 it i• apeoi-

tically stated that be may enjoy the .tranohhe. li I take it that other 

ownera ot letter• patent ot endeniution had a similar rir;ht . It waa not 

until 1707 when an aot was p.Lued3 entitled "An Aot •••• • tor the further 

regulating of Toter• i n election ot member• to aerre i n Parliar.ent,• whioh 

required that all electors be required to take the Oath of Abjuration. A.a 

thie oath oontaiMd t he clause "upon the true faith or Christian" it ia 

t herefore Tery 1Ucel7 that the Jew bereart er oould not vote. Section 13 c:£ 

4 • t hi a Act atatea peraona rettaing to take t he oath •••••• are incapable ot 

Tot i ng for eleoticn of 11111tlllbera to serve in Parlianu!mt .M 

However , it must have been a o011DOn praot ioe to vote. A letter 6 

writ"'ten by J.. L. Goldsmith to the Dulce ot lfellington on ~ 9, 18286 in which 

1. 7 and 8 Wg III c. 27 
2. J . H. s . E. vol 2: 4S 
3. 6 Anne 78.(Ru.ff a. 413) 
4. 6 Anne c. 78 
5. J . H.s.E. vol 6 
6 . Thie ia a letter in whi oh he is i ntere6ted in having hie son admitt ed 

to the bar. 



u.ya • .. ow• howeTer • not only - "¥ aon' a expeotationa will be oompletel7 

rrustrated, but it b alao more probable that hereafter the J-• will be 

depri..-ed or ttw eleoth'e tranchiae the7 baTe 90 long enjoyed umer the 

aanotion ot the higheat legal autbor1tiea ot the oountrJ on thoae aubjeota, 

because a Yote ia onl7 ot etteot when there ie a oonteat. and on these oooa-

d on• th97 will alwaJ8 be requii-.4 b7 the parties tor whoa th97 do not vott 

t o ta.lee the Abjuntion oath aooording to the ~atute ot Queen Ann1 with whioh 

under these oirolmatanoea they cannot ocmply". The content• or tbia letter 

clearly indioated that the neoeaait7 tor reoiting the olauae i n the abju-

ration oath when 'fOti ng wu obsolete. Mr. I .L. Goldaaid h oon.oioua howeTer 

of the taot that a1 l ong u the aot exists it oan be entoroed. 

There 11 a period between 1707 and 1828• the date ot the letter~~ 
that nruat be oonaidered . 2 In 172S an aot waa passed which penait s Jewiah 

landolf?lerl required to take the Oath ot Abjuration to omit the obnoxiou1 

clause. le can aas\.191 that at least Jewish lando1mers , during thi1 period, 

did or oould Tote, as a matter ot taot . The only danger as stated above , 

of deprhi ng t he Jf/W ot the vote at ParliU1enta.ry elections would be it tlw 

returning ottioers oared to exeroiae these powers to the t'ull!S of ooapelling 

the elector to take the oath or Abjuration . 

HoweTer , an act was soon passed whi ch treed the Jew fraa t hia 

political diaability. I n 1835 an aot ••• paased4 entitled "An Act to l imit 

the time or taking the Poll in Boroug~ at contested electiorus of members 

t o ser~e in Parli ament to one day• which abolished t he power or the preaid-

5 ing officer to admi nister the oath or eleotora. Seotion 6 reads: "And it 

be further enacted. that no Electors at any e leotion shall be required to 

l . 1. 6 Ann c . 23 • • 13 
2. 10 Geo. l. c . .... 
3 . Byamaon p. 324 
4. 5 & 6 W. I~ cap S6 , sec. 6 
s. Hyuaon p. S22 
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take the Oatlla oammonl7 oalled th• Oatha ot Ailegianoe, Abjuration, and 

Supraaoy, nor U\Y Oath or Oatha required to be taken by ~ Aot ot Pe.rli .. 

ment i n lieu thereot, &JV Law or Statute to the oontruy notwithstanding.• 

Hence the right to the f'ranohhe waa gained. One a ore aot was paaeed i n 

1872 whi oh ahowa how highl7 tt. Jmah Tate was later rege.rded. The 
1 

aan at "°' prOTidea that it a Parlia.entary election takes place on 

Saturde.y , t he presidin g ottioer aay aark a Jewish eleotor'• ballot paper 

for him. 2 

Thua, we aee that in 18S5 the Jew c ould enjoy the tranohhe and 

it i s Tery likely t hat before that t ime, the old laws, whioh would prohibit 

thia politioal right beoaa• obaolete; and t hat as a aatt er ot tact Jews 

~ed b~ U.e ~ 181i. • 

1. I S6 and 36 Viot o. SS, lat aebedule rule 26 
2. J.~. 1. 17~ 
3. J.H.s.t . Tol s. p. 



CHAPTER VII 

ACQUISinOB OF THE RIGHT OF HOLDIRG All OFFICU 
UJIDBR A llURlCIPAL CORPORATION OR U1'DXR THE CHOllll. 

At the U.M ot the readaieaion the J.,, was in no pc1eit1on to 

hold any oftioe either in a llllftioipality or under the orown, erTen were be 

qualified to do eo. the Jflfl was rortunate to be peraitted to trade or ne.n 

to li..-e at thi• time. HoWeYer, when Chaa. It oaae to the thre>ne •&111 i n-

tluential Jew• alrea~ lind in London. llaey or thea had alroady acquired 

lett ers patent of endenir.ation; yet it they oould baTe held an of'.fioe up 

to the aooeseion to the throne or Cbaa ll, the)' fould not do oo immediately 

theres.1'ter. For one ot the early aota or his reign would pr81rent a Jew 

f"rom enjoying euoh a political right. 

1 
l.n 1661 what 11 known ae the Corporation Aot waa J>aaaed whioh 

pro'Yicled tlat any candidate for euoh office lllUat , within a yenr before 

eleotion, take the Saorament ot the Lord's supper aocording t o the rigbta 

or the Church ot ~land2• In addition to the aaorament, euoh oandidatea 

were requ!red to take the Oaths ot Allegianoe am or Su premaOJr • Acoording 

to auoh prOTlaiona, during the reign or Chas nit waa iapoulble tor any 

Jew t o hold any office i n London or in any body govem i rig towns. 

la 2 The Test Aot 4.f 1673 did n~ open the door for the Jews, tor 

th ia required that within three mor.ths arter the admies i on t o office, one 

had to take t he ~aorament of t he Lords Supper. The ParU amen1~ary Teat Act S 

was d i rected age.inst all Disaentera and 110 11urel7 held out tho J8W8. In 
4a 

1701 the oath ot Abjuration waa invented llhioh contained t he olauae •upon 

• • II the t rue f aith ot a Chriatl an and which all 'llho held public c>tfioe had 

to take. A coneoientioue Jn oould harlly eater off'ioe at t h1l• time. In 

1718 an Aot was paased5 whi oh prorlded that no one be remo-red from an 

office t or not complying with t he qualification neoeaaary to hold the aaae 

1. 13 Car II st. 2. o. 1. 
la. Thoaaa "liist ot England p.356 .. 
2. D.li . Montgomery, "•nglieh Hist. P• 279 

3. 25 Car U o. 2 
'· 30 c.,. l:I st. 2. 
5. 5 Geo I HJ. 6 
4a 13 and H .. I JI o 6 



if within six 110nth• after eleotion, prooeedinga baTe not been taken and 

prosecuted without wilful dela7. Aooording to thh a Jew could hold ot1'iooe. 

1 
Ten years later another aot waa 1>9Hecl oalled the Indemnity ~. 87 this 

8 person 'tlho neglected to tab the proper oath•• eto to quali.1')' hi• tor 

office wa.a inde1mi1'iecl and reoapaoitatecl it he qualified. hiuelt on or 

before loT. 28. l'T28. 1'hia aot wu rHD&Otecl eTer,- 19ar until 1868. There­

fore after the reign ot Geo. II it ft.a fK>aaible tor a Jew to bold an 

ofrioe at leut until the day set • b7 when due qualitioatioM muat be aa.de. 

Sinoe these aota 1Nre annuall7 reenaoted. one oould hold o.ftioe without 

t ak ing t he aaoraaent or without pronouncing t hl obnoxioua words. 

A complete oentury paaaed. before any legi slation ft.a paased re­

garding thl• aatter. In 1828 an Aot wee paased2 called t he ~aoraaental 

Testa Repeal Aot. b;y which one oould expreH a Deolaration in.mtead ot 

taking t he Saorament. It orOTidea "that any person who ahall hereafter 

be pl .. oed, elected or ahoaen in or to the otfioe ot aalor • alderman, 

keoorder, bailiff, t own olerk or oormion oounoilaan, or in or to any office 

of ma1htraoy or plaoe, trust or •ployment rel .. ting to t he goTernment or 

any oity, corporat i on, borough •••••• ahall, wit hin one calendar month next 

before or upon hia adaiasion into any ot the aforesaid offices or truata, 

ma.Ice and subaoribe the Deolaraticn following: -- •1, A.B. do aoleanly and 

si ncerely, in t he presence of God, proteas, t estify and declare, upon t he 

t rue f ait h ot a Chri atian, that 1 will nner exerche any power, wuthority 

or i nfluence, wh i ch I may poasesa by virtue ot the office or •••• • ••• to 

injure or weaken the Protestant Church as it is the la1' established in 

England , or to diaturb the aaid ohurch or biahopa and clergy or the aaid 

1. 1~ It st. 2 o. 2S 
2. 9 Geo i .... o. 17 
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church in the po•••••ion ot an;r right• or pri'Yilegea to whiob ateb oburob, 

.. . 
or the aaid bhhopa and olerg are or ~ be entitled. The •ut• upon .. e 

true faith or • chriattan• mad• it illpoaaibl• tor Jewa to taJc. their oath. 

or course, the law ot indemdt)' still relin.d the J... Froa the wnt 

thi a act waa paHed until 18681 there wu a oo.ntinuou. debate in Parli ... r& 

for the retention ot thh prinlege to the Jew. The re110Tal ot that olauH 

would ha·n been auf'fioient. The atatua ot the Jn wa a not rendered any 

more faTorable b7 thh rww aot. In taot., the Jn and all protagonhta ot 

J owi ab relief troa dhabilitiea were greatl7 dhappointed. "Both Houaea 

of Parliaaent had ao aolemil.1 aanotioned the prinoiplea ot religioua 
2 

libert1" that no one ner dre ... d that the .... libert7 would not be ex-

tended to the Jewa. 

Thu• tar the Jew waa uking tor the right to hold ot1'ice under 

t he crown. In 1836 aJlll an aotual oue aroae whioh had to be met. The 

office ot the ahrieTalty tor IUddleaex~ waa Taoant. Dadd Salomon• waa 

el ected tberitt ot London whioh waa both a oi ty ond a county oN'ioe. Aa 

aheritt or a city he bad to make a Deolaration within one ll!IDntb preceding 

t aking ot offioe. THh deolaration oontained the obnoxious olauee. Ae 

aheritt or a oounty the regulation• compelled bia to coaply with were 

dif ferent. To oooupy thia ottioe he would not h&Te to make the deolaratim'f 

also contai ning the aame obnoxioua words, until aix aontba after he took 

4 
office. Alao he oould take adYantage or the Indemnit)' Act. and 10 he 

could hold t he office ao far as the co\.Ulty waa concerned. Be refused to do 

ao . That year Parliament to oTeroome thia manii"eat unjust situat ion waa 

was 1nduoed t o pua an Act whioh apolied to thi• epeoial office. By Tirtue 

of it6 a Jew oould hold t he office ot l:>heriff but no other office • Thh 

1. 1lontg0111eey P• 403 
2 . •Entranohiee•nt of Jewa" b)' I. L. Goldamid 18:51 
3. 391 Pioo. 
4. l Geo II ~t. 2 o. 23 
S. 5 and 6 W. IV c. 28 
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• aot entitled An Act tor reaorlng doubt• u to the Deolaration to be aade 

and oatha to be taken by peraona appointed to the ot'tioe ot Sheritt ot an,y 

City or Town being a oounty of itaelt8 prorlded that no one eleoted to 

au.oh an oN'ioe ahould be oompelled to abbaoribe the aboTe aentioned Deol.ara-

tion. Thua we aee the hardahlp ot a particular oaee reaoTed, but Parlia-

ment waa not willing and not ready to open the door to the Jew to hold any 

other office. 

In the aaae year Mr. Darid Salooon no• holding ottioe ot Sherirt, 

was elected Alderman tor .ltd.gate, a oity office. The court ot •tdennen •*ed 

if he were ready to make the required declaration whioh wu paned in lAll 

1829 and reterred to abon. 1 Waturall7 he oould not nor would he. Re 

wu then a.eked if he would take it u;.on being admitted to which he ret'uaed 

to oomclt himself. It waa ju.t auoh oaaea aa thia that Kr. I L. Gold11111id 

teared in the lett er he wrote to the Duke or Wellington when the act ot 

2 
1828 was paaaed. The o~oxioua olause could be omitted, if' he who ad-

ainiatered it ohoae to do a o. But one oan neTer rely upon the good graoea 

and apidt or tolerance ot another. So l ong aa he who adainiatered the 

declarati on i naiated, the Jew Wl!.a compelled to aooept or reject what waa 

offered him. Conaequently, the Board of Aldenien retuaed to admit him and 

other waa elected in hi• place. II " Proceedings Quo Warranto were taken 

einat the new alderman. In the court or Ki ng 's bench, Salomon n.a up-

ld. The Court aa id that the aldermen were wrong in not admitting him to 

In the higher court , the Court or the Exoheuer Chamber, i t was 

that t he election or a suoeeasor waa regular and legal. Thus Salo-

• .> 
forced to suffer the disability. 

9 ho IV, o. 17 
J . li.s.E. Tol 4 P• 133 
~c.a-........ --r·~ ... ~··~,/i 'l t 



Nine year• later. Kr. David Salomon was again eleoted a ldenaan. 

1844, and again he oould not take hb eeat • The next year Lord Chaooellor 

Lynhor st intr oduced a B1 11 in the liouae ot Lor di oalled the Jewieb Diaabil­

ities RemoTal Act or 1845. 1 It was carried. Sir Bobert Peel introduoed it 

in the houee or Common• and it W11a oarried theJ"e. 2 Thua an aot3 reline• 

per sona or Jewiah religion eleoted to 1SWlioipal orticea. In 18'? llr . David 

Salomone waa again eleoted alderman and he now took the new deolaration. 

But other ott'ioea were atUl oloeed to the Je•. To bold the 

the Declaration i n 9 Geo JV, o 11 containing the obnoxious olau•e bad to 

be taken. In 1858 an act was paaaed entit l ed "The Oatha Aot "' whi ch ex­

tended the benefits or the Jewish 01 .. bilitiea e..,.,..1 .lest or 18465 b7 

whi ch a Jew oould hold a muniolpe..l of1'1oe to all other oaaea where the 

abon deolaration had to be made. The next Aot. known u the Jewieb Relief 

Aot6 omits t he obnoxious word• when taking the newl7 formed oath or illegianoe, 

Supremacy and Abjuration. A• a reault all oftioes or orown were thr own 

open except thoae epeoi fical ly mentioned in the Act . 

In 1867, the ottioe and Oath act wu passed 7 wh.iob opens the 

office or Lord Chancellor of Ireland to all aubjecta of the Queen. 

In 1871 the Proraiaaory Oath• Act8 reao..-ed all diaabilities upon 

the Jews to hold oertain ottioea which were imposed by the Aot of 1858. 'lhua 

all efficea exoept the crown itself' became open to Jews . In that Yery 

year , 1871, Sir George Je~l waa appointed a mini•ter ot t he Crown. In 1873 

he beoame the first Jewish PriyY Councillor. In 1900 Sir Matthew Nathan 

became the tirat Jewish Colonial Governor, 

Thu• since 1845 a Jew oould hold any muni cipal ottice; ainoe 1858 

he oould hold m&Jl7 otf'i cee ot trust under the crown. Sinoe 1871 he oould 

hold any public oftioe. 

1. 8 &lid § Vict o 52 6. 2l and 22 Viot . o. 49 
2. Hana. Srd Sec. 78 : 515 7. &> and 31 Vi et. e. 75 
3. A and 9 Viot . c . 52 8. M and 35 Viet. o. 48, • • 3. 
4 . 21 and 22 Viot . c 48 
s. 8 and 9 Viet. o. 62 
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CBAPTKR VII 

ACQUISITIOI OF THE RIGHT TO SIT IB 
PARLUMEllT 

l 
A.tte r the Aot. waa paned in 1829 granting the prhilege to the 

Roman Catholic to sit in hrliuent. the Jews telt the ti. ripe tor tha 

to ask tor the •&11e pr i Tilege. Indeed, the Jew oould haTe enjo19d thil 

polit ical right 1n 1828.when the Aot peraitting a Oeolaration instead ot 
2 

Sacrament for tho•• who hold ottioe,eto. waa paased making it poasible tor 

an English nati•e-born to hold an oftioe under the Crown and to sit in 

Parli &ment proTided he made the Oeolaration contained in that Act inatebd 

of' a Sacrament of the Lord' a au?pe r which • &.a the neces...a r y qualif i cnt ion 

heretofore . The act was not intended for the Je~. but it could apply to 

hirr . There W!ls but one diffioult y, Tiz , t he Declaration contained the 

clause "upon the true faith of a Christian." Rad it not been t or thia olal•e 

t he J ew could haTe entered Parliament in the year 1828 and t he l ong at ruggte 

for emancipation, t he 30 years or hard fight i ng in (l?ld out of P•rliament , 

the l'll&JlY .-a.mphleta and apeeohea both for and against t he Jew--&11 this 

could h&ve been avoided. Instead , the Jew and his rights were di aouaaed 

in nearly every session ot parliament for one third of a century until the 

t wo houses of Parliament neared a s erious antago nism. The emancipat ion ot 

t he Catholic from politica l disabilities enoour aged the Jew to fight for 

t he same statua . 

There was no act which r:U ght be consider ed a direct prohibition 

t o the admission ot the Jew into Parliament. 3 Yet the Lnglish la• waa auch 

t hat t he Jew waa excluded from sitting a.nd Toting in the supre1118 legialatiYe 

body or the land.4 That i s to say, no speolfio law existed whi oh said t hat 

Jews shall not sit in this body, but to do ao one had to take an oath whi ch 

2. 9 Geo rv c. 17 
i.l. 10 Geo IV d. 27 
3. Ploo. 397 
4. Byamson P• 320 



beo&UH or it• tora the Jn ... unable to take. Similarly>at thia ti.ae. 18!0, 

the Jew oould not hold a high rank in the •!"IQ' or na'f)'i 1 nor oould he be a 

meaber of the uni•eraity ot Oxford; nor oould be reoei•e a degr ... acholar-

2 
ahip or position ot e110lUMnt in Uninrait)' ot Caabridge. Suob wae the 

situation. Man7 l:.ngUatmen ot high atanding were in1'a.-or ot r990rlng the 

diaabilitiea and gaTe the beat etforta or their politioal career to thia 

oauae. Men Hice Vaaaell Bolland. Robert Grant and John RuHel threw th•-

aeh'ea whole heartedly into the struggle. Were they Jewa they would hue 

fought no harder nor with more einoerity or aacrifioe. All t hese were aware 

t hat the Jew had a right to enjoy political ••ualit y and therefore ought 

to be enabled t o enjoy political ~qality. 

The A.ot3 •• ~Hed regarding the ..anoipat ion or the Catholic• 

raiaed •o muob political tun1011 and r eligioua heat that the Duke of Wel-

lington and others adTiaed the Jewish co11munity not to preaent aey Bill at (1829) 

once. Thet>ulce waa not a liberal. Be waa an upholder or anoient tradition• 

and inatitutiona. Protagoniaa for religioua liberty oould not be expeoted 

from him. Yet he waa not wholly diainolined to regard the Jew favorably . 

When Mr. U.M. Rothaohild 11nd llr . l.L. Ooldaaith approaobed hi.JD about pre-

eenting a bill to Parliament to relieTe the Jews he advised that they wait. 

Hill advioe beoauae or the then state or mind of the populaoe, w .. • good and 

i t wu heeded. 

It must be remenbered, however, that to sit in Parliament 1'8a 1* 

neceasary to protect the Jew a1 auoh.4 Be 11Ted as though he did haTe 

rights. I t might be said that he oould live i n ~gland muoh happier without 

rights than elsewhere with rights . Yet. to OTereome the oonatant tear> 

t hat he might be i ncapacitated ahould any one ohoose to press the Jew. was 

neoeasary. An Aot was required to pr ove beyond any doubt that he was a ful 1 

6 
member ot the British F.mpi r e. 

1. Byaaaon p. 320 
2. Byua1on p. 328 
3. 9 Geo IV. 
4. J.B.S.~. 4:119 
5. J.B.s.E. •ol • P• 119 
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It would not be irreleYant to inquire jullt what were the ob.ta-

oles to admitting J... . The answer might be tound in the tact that England 

wae elow in aeparating religion ho• politioe and ot gl"&Dting treedaa ot 

conscienoe. An exoerpt troa a letter ot the leader tor Catholic eman-

oipation, Daniel e'Connel to the leader tor Jewish eaanoipation, I.L. 

Goldnith, dated Sept811ber 11, 18291 HpreasH what waa in the minda of all 

leaders ot Englhh li1"e who were willing to extend juatioe to the Jew: 

•You mu.et , I repeat, force 7our question on Parliament. You ought not to 

oonfide in bngl iah liberality. It ia a plant not genial to t he Britiah aoil. 

!t muet be 1'oroed. It requirea a hot bed. 'l'he English were alway• perse­

cutors. Betore the ao-lltyled Reformation the i.ngHeh tortured the Jen 

and atrung up in ecorea the aollarda. Arter that hetonnation the7 atill 

roasted the J ewe and hung the Popiats. In Vary' a day the Engli ah with 

their ueual cruelty retaliated the tortures on the Protestants. Arter her 

short reign there were near two oenturiee of the moat barbarous and unre-

lenting cruelty exercised towards the Catholic•, a oruelty the more eaa-

oiating because i t wns sought to be justified by illlputing to them tenets 

and ~pinions whi ch they alway• r ejected and abhorred . The Jews, too, 

al.l!fered in the s._. ••Y• I once more repeat , do not oonfide in an7 liber-

ality but ~ thst wh i oh you will yoursel1" r ouse into action and compel 
2 

into operation. " 

The letter oontaina strong atat 81Denta, yet the lack of liberality 

of ~ngland aay have been a real objeotion t o adaitting the Jew to t he 

legislative body. 

Another obstaole was the apirit of loyalty ~o the Church ot 

England . Loyalty h a noble Tirtue but it can be adYooat ed to a Yioe. When 

1. J , H.S.E. Tol 4 P• 161 
2. J.H.S.E. vol 4 P• 151-2 
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lo~•lt7 te the ohuroh lead• to injuatioe and intolerance , then it oeue• 

to be a Tirtue. The gl'anting ot political right• to non-oonton1ilta waa 

int•rpreted H apo•tU)' b7 the olerioala. The)t objeoted to ~ ru.rther 

1 enoroaohment• upon the principle ot religioua inequality. But not 

only did olerioal• otter Tehellent objection to the JftW entering Pattiament 

there were men ot high aooial and political atanding who held the • .., new. 

"Lord Grey . the liberal leader who o&rded the netora 0 111 of 1832, al1ra1• 

retuaed bia aupport to JfJWisb mu.noipation. Sir Robert Peel apoke and Toted 

against it in the Bcuae of Co mnons . Mr. 01adetone oo:>oaed it for nearly 

t wenty a-ar• both in Parliaaent and in h is well-kncna book on Church and 

State. Lord Shaftesbury, the philant hropist, who in hia own peouliar wa7 

was a friend of the Jewish raoe. deaoribed the propoaal to admit the Jewa 

as an inault to Christianity and an attempt to thwart God'• wise purposes. 

And a orowd of leae distinguiahed inen in Parliament took the aame course. 

Seaeion arter aeuion aeabera who disdained al 1 personal and sooial prejup 

dice against the J.,,,s proteated in the interest of the Christian rel i gion 
2 

against their adm.1.aaion to Parliament. • pl thia wu due t o t he current 

thougbt th.at Chriet1an~ty was rt111 a part of the law of the land and ought 

eTer to rema.in ao . hia waa held particularly by the country gentlemen whl 

-*ftetuwt -inly carried on the opposition in Parliament to Jewish clairu. 

On one critical occasion they oTerthrew a leader whoc they really needed, 

Lord Geor~e Benttink, beoauae he spoke and Tot ed in faTor of Jewish emanci-
3 

pation. Also the fa°' that the Pri.me Minister oould appoint high church 

otticiala , eome or which appointments were regarded as heretics, caused th! 

adherents or the Church to prennt any un-Chrlatian influence to enter the 

legislature. Furthermore, it Jiii.lat not be forgotten that the hiatory and 

praot1.oe of the ~gli :sh oonatitution urged adherents or ol d traditions to 

1. J.H.s.E. Tol 4 P. 123 
2. J.H.s.~. vol 4 p. 124 
3. J.H.s.E. Tol 4 p. 125 
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prote.t againat extending right. to .Jewa. Be wa• regarded ._. a oo•mopoll-

1 
tan and a• not belonging to ProtHtantl•· The attitude or Kings and 

Queene and legi•lature toward Protestanti .. beo ... an in•titution and it 

beoaae dittioult, therefore, to oonTinoe the oountJ")" to adait non oontor-

11118t• to it• politioal in.tittrtione. 

Thut1 we •ee, in a general wa.7, ju•t wtw.t the oondition wa• in 

England when the tirat .tepe were taken to tree hia troa hi• politioal dh-

abilitie1. In January 1830 a petition to Parliament ... prepared by Mr. 

2 
Pee.roe under the direction of Dr. Luehington. Mr. Buakineon presented ,.-
another petition ot~name• inolwling •rohante and. others ot Li• erpool. Theee 

petition• preceded ~ attempt• to baTing the Parlia11ent consider the .. tter. 

It might help comprehend the situation to know that at thie time there were 

30, 000 Jew• in ll:ngland. S On April 6, 18!0 Ur. Robert Grant, of who we •hall 

hear much later and who labored hard and oonai stently tor the Jew, receiTed 

leaYe to bring in a Bill to the House ot COlllllOnl by a .. jority ot 16 Totes. 

The Bill whioh wu then introduoed wu deei~ned to repeal the oirll dha-

bilitiee atreoting Britieh born aubjeota proteaaing the Jewish religion. 

Upon ita ti.rat reading in the house ot Co.non• on a.pril &th it reoehed4 

one hundred and fif"teen Yotee for and ninety leTen Tote• againet it. 6 On 

May 17 on it• eeoond reading in the House of Common•, tlm>ugh a monater 

petition oontaining fourteen thoueand n ... 1 , al.moat u -.ny n ... e u one 

halt the Jewieh population in .b.ngland at the time, it was rejeoted by a 

6 vote ot two hundred and sixty the a.a again et t'wo hundred and t'wenty eight. 

The bill neTer reaohed t he Houae o f Lords. 

1. J.H. s.E. vol 4 p. 121 
2. Pico. P• 388 
3. Byamaon P• Sl9 
4. Hansard'• Parliamentary debatee•ol .. 23: p . 1336 2nd •..t• .. aeries 
5 . Byam.eon p. 326 
6. Ha,naa.rd aeoond eerie• p. 814 Tol ~ 't 

a... lo.. It 1• intere.ting to blow that on April 5, 1850, Lor4 
•oaulq made hi• .. idea epeeob 1n Parli .. nt. a wa• now onl7 
thirt7 7eara old. Bia tirat epeeob a• a ...-.ellou ~a tor th• 
remo•al ot Jewi•h dieabilitiee. 
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BeoauH or the 1-portanoe or thia bill and in Tiew Of the raot tbd it 

i• the tirat aotual atep taken in the direotion or politioal 811anoipation, 

it ia here reproduoed: 

"Whereu b7 the operation or -Tar1oU8 lm, Hie Ma.jeaty '• 

aubjeote profeaaing the Jewish R.ligion are subjeot to oert&in reatralnta 

and cliaal>ilitiH; And whereaa it ia expedient that the aame should be re­

lllOTed, and the Subject• or Hi• .... jeaty proreaaing the Jewish Religion be 

placed inthe aaae atate and condition, aa to all oiTil right• and pr1Tileges, 

•• Hie Kajeaty'• Heman Catholic aubjeota; 

May it therefore pleaae your MAJBSTY 

That it be enaoted ARD BK IT ENACTED, b7 the DNG'S 110at Ex:oellent 

Kajeaty • by and with the adYice and consent of the Lords ~piritual and 

Temooral, and Commona, in this present Parliament aaaembled, and by the 

Authority ot the al!lllle, THAT trOID and a.t"ter the paaa ing ot this Aot, it 

ahall be lawf'ul for any ot lita liiajeaty'a aubjeota proteasing the Jewish 

religion to have and enjoy all auob and the aaae oivil rights, tranohiaea 

and priTilegea, and to hold, exercise and poaaeaa suoh and the .... ottioea, 

plaoea, employments, tru.ata and oontidenoea aa the aubjeot a or Hi• Majesty 

proteasing the Roman Catholic rel igion are now by law able and competent 

to have, enjoy, hold, exercise and poaaeaa, and under the 1ame reatriotion1; 

Provided, always, that Hie Majest~'• aubjeota proteaaing the Jewish religion 

shall in all oases in wbioh Hia Majesty's Raa.n Catholic eubjeote are by 

law so required to do, take. in the form and manner and under the modifi-

cation• hereinafter mentioned, and aubaoribe the Oaths aet torth and 

eppoi rtad in and by an Act passed in the last besaion ot Parliament, inti-
II 

tuled , An A.at tor the Helief or hia"Majesty's Roman Catbolio Subjeots, • 

and make and subscribe the Deolaration prescribed b7 An Act paa•ed in the 

ni nth year of His preaent Majesty's reign, intituled, 11
An Aot tor repeali~ 

so muoh of "several Acta as i~poae the necessity or reoeiv i og the Sacrament 
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ot the •Lord 1 
• Supper •• a Qu..1 litioation tor oertain Ott1oH an:l ~loy-

menta." 

Prorld9d abra;r•. and be it t'urther ll.nao\.ed. That •hen an7 ot Bia 

Majesty 1 
• aubjeot• pl"ofeaaing the Jewiah religion ahall t.ake the said 

Oath• or aubacribe the aa.id Declaration. the word• •on the true faith ot a 

Chriatitm• •hall be oaitted. 

And be it l.naoted. by the authority atoreaaid, That whenenr any 

ot Hia Ma~eety'• subjeot• proteaaing the Jewiah religion shall at ~ 

ti• or ti•• hereafter preaent hiaaelt or be required to take the a&id. 

Oath• appoi nted and Ht torth in and b7 the said A.at paaeed in the said 

last aeaaion or Parlil.Jlent, or any other Oath or Oaths . all the aaid 

Datha aball be adainiatered to and taken by aucb person protesaing t he Jew-

iah Religion in l i ke manner aa Jews are adaitt ed to be sworn to give 8'9'i-

denoe in oourta ot Justice; and the aame shall be deemied • au.tticieat and 

law1'ul taking of such Oaths on all ooeasioia whatsoever. 

And be i t turtber Enacted. That from and a.tter the pauing ot 

thia Aot . His Vajeaty'a aubjecta proteaa ing the Jewiab religion ahall be 

and beoome aubjeot and Hable to auoh and t he •aae i ncapacities . disabil-

' ities and penalties as His Majeaty s aubjeota . protessing the Roman Catholic 

rel i gion ~ow are aubjeot and liable to by la•. and to none other incapacities. 

disabi lit i es or penalties whataoeYer ; and that the Oath hereinbetore re-

f erred t o. being taken in marmer aforesaid and aubaoribed by any person 

professing the Jewish religion. shal l be or t he same roroe and erreot. 

f or the relief and exemption of t he person t e.king and subeorirtn« tit. ...... 

f r om any diaabilitiea . ) noaproities or penalties whatsoever aa t he Sl'UBl9 

Oat h woul d be for the relief and exemption or a pereon proteseing the Ro­

man Catholic religion. if taken an.d subscribed by suob person in the manner 
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direet.ed by tbe aaid Act o~ the lut Hasion ot Parliament; and that ti• 

Oath hereby authorbecl to be ta.ken bJ person.a prot ea•ing the Jeriah Religion 

aball be adaiA.iaterecl. sreoorded and oerti tied b)' the aaae penona and Im 

a~!mci&ed to be take bJ peraoM prote.aaing the Ro.an Catholic r e ligion 
l 

ce directed to t>. actm nistered 1 recorded an! oertUied. • 

So:1n 1l&D,7 rietitiona wre presented to farli~ regarding Jewiah 

e:1anoipe.~ion. On f•bru&r)' 7 1 183~. Vr. I il1cea of the Eouae o! CoCDOn• 

?Teaentec a petition f'roa the ~ttee ot the Protestant Sooiet7 tor the 

proteotien Of religic ua libert7. in f&TOI" of t he C0?2plete -.ncipat ion of 

the J ewa. Sir Robe:-t ~l!.a , who WLI an op~mnt or the Jn'a t or aa!J)' 

years objected to ha•ing such a petition presented. Daniel 0 ' Connel, 

t he leader ot the Cat.bolica 1 and who was inatruaental to a large extent 

ic gainin& Catho lic ~oipati on, W'lll"Sly &'1pporte0 !!r. Wilkes. 
2 

On 

?ebr.ta...-y :2. 183~ . Dr . Luahington arose ~ n t he House of Co.-ona to present 

a ?!tition aig:ned by one thouaand ir..diTiduab of the Jewiah peraudion. ~ 

Si.w!.lar pet. i t!. o:i.• were preeenred on Karch 1, 1833'4 Karch 18, 183~ , 5 On 

March 19, l&Z a petition • u presented to t he Jiouse o f Lor :ia6 and on 

March 22, 1837 in the House or Comnona. 7 

,,... lea! to 1138 ~ ... reall7 pi,J~ ~ ~l 17. llla 

Kr. ?obert Gnnt again i.nt!'oduced the Jer.. ah DiH.bilitiea 8111 i'"*<> tbe F.o:iae 

... 8 
of "'cr.:::ona. am t he mo*ion ao to do ;>eased i n spite o~ t he Tigoroua ob-

9 
j ectioi: o~ Sir Robert l c.glia. lfr . Grant ulced that t he Eouae of Co=--ona 

~ .:.&.s.E. .al 6 p. 250 -· 
2. liana . ~rd aerie• Yol 15. P• 31~ 

E9.I:..S 3rd aeries Yol 15. 559 

". ~.a . TOl 16, P• 10 
e :::ans. vol 16 , P• 725 w• 
E. Hana. -:ol 16 , p. 775 
7. ?.a..nA . TOl 1€ , P• 9 73 

•• Eans . vol 17, P· iU 205 
9 . Eans . YOl 17, p. 20 5 
8. Picc. P• 389 



consider ltaelt u a oommittee ot tlw whole and conddw this -tt er am 

there be 1110Ted the •aM aotion. 1 The Hcon4 reading in the Bouae ot Coe­

.on• waa carried on ~ 22, 1833 b7 a Tote ot One Hundred and Firty nine 

u against Fift7-two. 2 And on July 22, the •third reading n.a carried bJ' 

a Tote or one hundred and eighty nine TOtH uagal.nst ti t't7 two Totea. "S .. 
'i'bua it waa sent up to the Bouae or Lorch~ lat where the bill waa 

rejeoted on ita aeoond reading b7 a Tote ot one hundred and tour TOtea aa 

againat rif'ty tour.4 Thia occurred in apite ot t he tact that t he Duke ot 

Suaaex preaeated a petition on which appeared •eTen thouaand name• of dia­

tinguiahed oiti&e?d or •estlllinater. 6 Arter the bill lost, Vassal Holland 

prea• nted a atrong objection to the action taken, in writing.6 

April 24, 1835 )(r. Robert Grant carried a aotion again by 

1 
a vote or ti1'ty three to nine to oonaider the matter. The aeoond reading 

in the Bo·1 ae ot C<m!U)na waa oa.rried by a Tate ot one hundred and twenty 

8 8a 
three aa against thirty two. The third reading in the House of Caamona 9 

waa carried by a vote or rirty u against fourteen. The BUl wu t hen aent 

up to the llouae or Lorda,10 where it waa again rejected by a vote or 
11 

one hundred and thirty as against thirty e i ght. I t wu deemed inadriaabl e 

to make the appeal during t he year 1836 to Puliament for political emanoi-

pation. The rollowi."\g year Kr. Spring 2i oe, the Chancellor or the ~obeqt9r 

of a liberal goyerni:ent12 introduced another 8111 tor Jewiah rel i er. 

~ 

1 . Rana . vol 17, p. 205-44 7/ Rana. vol 22 , P• 1373 3rdaer 
2 . fiang . 3rd, Tol 16, p. 59 8. Hana . TOl 23 , P· 1157 
3 . Sans. vol 19, P• 1081 .. Hana . vol 23 , p. 13'9 
4. Hana . ~ol 20, f . 24!> 10 . Pioc. p. 390 
4-L Fi cc . I • :'"(' 9. 6yu.aon p. 327 u..n •• vol 20 , P• 221 ('Ryama. 327) 11. Ra.n.s. TOl 24, P• 731 
6 . Hano . vol . 20 , p . 252 12. Hyam.aon P• 327 
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On August. lSU, the ~cellor or the Axobequer llOTed that the 

l 
Jewi•h oiTil Diaabilitie• Bill be read a aeoond time. and it wae pa•aed 

by .. vote o~ thirt7-nine tor u a go.in•t twenty-two. On ~ugust 12. 18S6, 

it waa moved that it go to Cowdttee and it paaeed b7 a TOte ot forty-two 

t.o tbree. 2 On ~•t 15, a motion••• passed ~ a vote ot rourty-rour 

ar;ainst thtrteen, that the Jewillh CiTil Dieabilitie• B111 reoehe a third 
it 

reading in the House or Coc::ona. On .lugu•t 15/ wu read tor the !'int tiae 

in t. he B"uae of Lord.a. Beoawse ot the tact that the •Msion waa late and 

alao beoaue it wa• apparent that support would be weak, the moti cn tor 

e. •econd reat!ing wa• nenr 1D0Ted. 

Thia end• a peTiod when it waa attempted to gain tbe dea1red end 

b y aoTin& a general Bill. Between now and 1847 only minor •uure• ot 

relief were made until by •mall • t epa, ohangea in the r on:i ot the oath and 

in the •thocl• or adminiatration were gained. It must alao be remembered 

that in 18l6S Kt-. Davit Sal0110na 1nl8 eleoted aherift or London and that 

a Bn1 wa1 • ubaeouentl y puaed to enable hi& to hold thia office. 
4 

Thia 

tact ga·ve riee to a new idea. Soloeon• deterainea to rtm tor the repre-

centatioe to Parliament and then bring about the desired end i n another 

lll'a)'• Accordingly in 1837 Mr. David Salomon• run• for the representation 

or Shor ebaa but he loHa. In 184! Mr. Darld Sal omone rune again f or the 

r e presentation or Va.rketone to the Bouse ot Coariona and l oaea aa before. 

The se defeats pl ue t he fact that t he ohief progatonisbot the cauae or 

the Jews died 1 vi~, L'r. Bobe rt Grant and Lord V aese 11 Holland• oaueed the 

Jews to lose heart somewhat. The decision wae made that tor the next tew 

ye&rs concentration be made to obtain ad.mi eeion to municipal offices. I n 

1. Hane. vol 3~, p. 865 
2. Hana . vol 35 . p. 1210 
3 . H:yameon, p . 322 
4. Hy~·•on p. 322 
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thia th97 gained; oe't"tain ainor dhabilitie• were raoTed. It n.a not until 

the year 1847 t._t oourage n.• again engen6ered. 

In 18&? Kr. »aTid Salo.an• tries again tor repreaentation to 

l 
the Houae ot o0111110na; thi• tl.ae tor Oreenrioh, but be loaea. In the meanti• 

Baron Lionel de kothachild ia eleoted tor the oity ot ~ndon. It waa hia 

good tortune to run in a district and tor a party where there was a good 

chanoe t or hia to win. Be and John !<u.sel, who toot up the tHk where 

Vr. Robert Grant lart ott, were returned tor t he cit7 ot London t ogether. 

Now there was a .real opportunity to see what would happen. Baron Lionel 

de koth•chlld presented hiluelt to be sworn in. BeJ'ore he could alt and 

Tote in the Bou•• ot Co111110na, it was required that he tab three oatha. 

Two elnenta entered which -de it iapoHible tor a conaoientioue Jew 

t o ooaply with these requireenta. 111 ca. ftr.- .i- lt Mil w M taken 

on tl'8 !n •erta.ent. In the •eecm4 Plaoe ~- Oatis ot Abjm'etteft contained 
II 

the olauae "upon the true faith ot a Christian. By the Act ot Parliament 

(1 Geo I. St. cap 13 , l a. 16, 17) the Bouse ot COll!K>rui oould not waiTe the 

oath or alter it in e.ny way. Further more it must be remembered that 

a pertalt7 wa_a impoaed on any one who •at or Toted during a debate. Thia 

waa a strange poaition tor Baron Lionel de kotheohild to be in. He waa 

elected by a conatituenoy in London to ait in the Houae of Commons . Re 

could not take the Oath or Abjuration; though he could take the oath ot 

Al legianoe and the Oath or Supremaoy, but the ~ouae of COl'IUllOna waa not at 

liberty to alter the wording or the oath ot Abjuration, So aa to pendt 

him to enter. And yet there waa no prorlaion whereby a member'• seat might 

be declared v&oant , even though no oath waa taken to vote in Parliament. 2 

There waG no relief. On December 16 , 1847, Lord John Ruasel , the Prine 

~iniater, .aved that the Howse resolTe itaelt into a Committee on the Reaoval 

1. Hyamaon p. 378 
1'uttua.. 

2. J. & ~.L. P• 268 
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ct CiYil and ~ligiou• 111a,-bllit1ea a~reoting Ber Majesty'• Jewish 

subjeota•1 'Me Bill paHed tbe aeoonid reading in the HouH ot C09n0na 

b7 two hundred an! snenty HTen -.ote• tor and two hundred and tour Totes 

against it. 2 In the house of Lorda it,.... r e jeoted on ita aeoond reading 

by a •ate ot one bun*ed and t..nt7 tin tor and one btmdred and ·~ 

three again.st.a 

It h interesting to learn, boweTer , that opinion h already 

beginning to •••er. In 18'7 llr. G1ad11tone ohanged hia poaition on the 

aatter. He waa eleoted to repreHnt Clxtord on the ole.nlc that he WBa opposed 

to Jewish relief. Arter eleotion he 11aid he ohanged hia mind and apoke 

in tnor ot Jewiah olaiaa. We alao lt1ern that =>1r kobert Peel ohanged hh 

opinion. On ~ 4 , 18'8 another B111 to the HIH etteot paeeed in the 

4 
House ot Comnon• by a -jorit y of eix1~7 one •ot H. but it waa rejected 

in t he B"'3ae ot Lorda b7 a -.ote or one hundred and aixty three aa ageinat 
5 

one hundred and twenty e i ght. 

In 18'9 Baron Lionel de k()1t;~eehild reaign.a6 and 1a sweleoted by 

Chiltern.Bu.ndrede and the following ta•aar be •Hh to talce his seat. In 

the aazae year , 1849 Lord John isuuel 'introducea t he Parliamentary Oatha 

Bill ao as to alter t he oat h in favor of Jewa . 7 In the Bouee ot Commons 

it passed on .U.y 7 , 18'9 the eeoond r 1eed1ng by a Tote or two hundred and 

1ennt7 eight as against one hundred and eighty the. 8 It paeaed the thi rd 

reoding on June 11, 1849 in the Bouse of Co111non.a by a vote ot two hundred 

and anenty-two e.a against two hundred and six. 9 It then came before the 

House ot Lords where it wae reject ed on June 26 , 1849
10 

on it• aeoond 

read ing by a Tote or ninety fi•e as a .gain•t aeventy. 11 

l. Picc p. 397 6 . Hana. vol 98 P• 14-07 
2. Byamson p. 329 6. Byamaon p. 329 
3. Ranae.rd p. 1421 vo l 95 1. Rana. p 906 vol 102 
4. Hana . vol 98 o. 667 8. Hana. vol 104, p. 1446 

9. Rana. TOl 105, P• 14"30 
10 . li&na. vol 106. P• 871 
11. Hans. vol 106, P• 920 



In the 11eantime the oonstituenoy who eleoted Baron Lionel de 

Rothsohild d-.ided he appear to take the oath. Aooordingly, on July 26, 

1850 he ouae t.o be •worn at the table ot the Bouse ot COlllllOns and requested 

to be sworn on the Old le•t81118nt. The Speaker direots him to withdraw. 1 

After a l ong debate in the Houee or Common•, hie re1Jest was granted. The 

Oaths or •negh.noe and ot Suprem.oy 1'ere properl;y adaini•tered on the old 

Testament. In taking the Oath ot abjuration, Kr. Rotbsohlld ret'uHd to 

repeat: • "on ahe true faith of a Christian• and said •1 omit these words as 

not binding on my oon•cienoe• and ended with •so help me God" . Beoauae 

2 ot tie he n• requested to withdraw, while a debate took plaoe. By a 

vote ot one hundred and sixty ai.x to ninety two it was decided that "Baron 

Lionel Nathan de kothaohild ia not entitled to vote in t he H0 uae or sit 

in this Bouse duri~ any debate. until he should take the oath of Abjura-

II 
tion in the fora appointed by law. It wtt.a further reeol'Yed that the que&-

tion of reliet tor tho•e professing the Jewish reli gion be oonsidered at 

the next ••••ion. 3 

The next year 1851, in accordance with a decision arrived at 

dur i ng the last eeeeion, the Oath of Abjuration (Jew) Bill waa introduoed 

by the Governmen7. which provided that a Jew may omit the clause, •upon 

t he t rue f aith or a t;hrht ian .. when talcing t he oath of Abjuration , before 

4 
taking a seat in Parliament. ln t he Ilouae of C01T1111ona it paased by a 

majority of twenty five; 5 the resulting vote be ing two hundred and two 

f or and one hundred and seventy seven against. 6 But when it came to the 

Bouae of Lorda it lost by a vote of one hundred and f orty and four to one 

hurdred and eight. 7 lbie occurred on July 17, 1851.8 

1· 

1. Hana. vol 113. p. 297 
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tr we retleot tor a moment, 1'9 beooae aware ot the tact that it ie now 

twenty three yea.rs dnoe 1826 and the aingle point of remoTing the olauae 

• •upon the true faith ot a Chriatian haa not yet been gained. Row new 

taotio• a.re to be eaployed. 

At laat bir ~avid Salooons, that indomitable apirit ·~•• 4e­

termir.ed to wdge hie ~ tOl"WJ'd into the ranlca ot Parliament, h elected. 

l 
to a •eat in that august bo~, repreeenting Oreenwioh. On July 18, 1851 

the ~ arter the bill 11 rejeoted i~1 the House or Lord• to atrike out the 

obnoxioua worda rroa the Oath ot abj~i.ration, air uavid Salomon present• 

himaelt ac the table to be aworn in. lie ret'uaea to uee the ?iew '.Leste.ment, 2 

d th -1. t h'- th i 111 to u•e the Old l'est•-nt.3 an e speaa.er gran a ~ e pr T .ege -- Re 

reads the Oath of •negianoe and ot ~lupremacy and or Abjuration; but he 

" l ea•ea out the obnoxious clawse and ooncludea with the words •o help ae 

God.• Thia action h reported to th4t Speaker, who tells Mr. Salomon• to 

withdraw. Instead, Ur . UaTid Sa.l01D01'l aat down on one or the benohes upon 

which only duly qualified member• ar1s j>ermitted to ait. Consternation 

seized that august body or legialat•rts• Jlere wa.a a man who dared t.UC. 

• hh seat when he had not yet ..... pironounced those magi cal words upon 

the true f aith or • Christian" Until he had done so he WU .. parliamentary 

~riah. What atupidity! llha.t nonsense! Had he merely consented to pro­

nounce that benutiful sentence t or a Christian but that obnoxious sentence 

r or a oonaoientioua Jew, a.ga1nat which his whole nature rebelled , against 

which two thousand years ot Jewish history rebelled , he could have set 

on the aaU'-aame aeat. But 'he Speaker , on behalt of the Aacembly and 

the Ga lleries whose righteous i ndig~ation we.a a..rouaed , was compelled to 

1. Pico. p. 398 
2. Graetz, Hist of the Jar.a vol p. 698 (vol 5) Hana . 116, P• 279 
3. No dissension takes plaoe u it did in the case of Baron Lionel de 

Rothaohild the yea r before) . 
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intora Mr. U.n4 Suc:90n Ulat unl•H the Oath of Abjuration •• talc• u 

it etan4• be aan witlldnw. Tbereupoa h• wltM.rew.1 hst •n4aJ tfal7 

21. 1111. llr. &.al.cmon returaa u4 tab• hie eeat. The spealc.- acain in­

toraa a.lemon to wit!lllr_, but 1M retuna. 1'he Speaker aab for aupport 

ot the Bouae. The Prim llin.lat.r Lord .Jobn i.uaoel .,. .. 1 •tbat Mr. Al4er­

-.n Sala.ou do not withll.raw. • 11r. Bernal Oabonae a .,.. •• that ainoe llr. 

Salo.>u took th• requlre4 oatbe in a manner 110at binr!ing on bh oonaoleaoe, 

b9 11 ent i 11114 to t.ke hla M•t in the Bouae. Someone mo'ffCI tor u ad-

jounmeat ot the debate met llr. 8al090n roae ... TOtecl with the ainorit7. 

Motion ... loet 86 to 257. lhe aotion whioh waa .. de u an ..-ndllent to 

the motion ot ~rel John liuHel, •• Toted upoa and it loat bJ a -.jorit7 

ot 148. "Mle tbat TOte ... being taken, Mr. Sf&lo.>ne witbdr .. and i--
diatel7 ttaer...tter he retarnecl. The 41aoudon~ waa aaw on the origiml 

.otlon .acle bJ Lord John Ru.eel that he wi.tbdr•· lluring tbe debate on 

m>tlon tor ad.joura.nt. Mr. S..loaona wu direotl7 oban&lenged and a.keel 

what be i11ten4e4 to do. lie aro•• to ....,,.r. There wa• mob oont'u8ioa. 

~ •oio•• lhouted tor h1a to withdraw troa tbe Hou••· But he gained 

a twarlng uwS tt»n apob in a .anner tbat waa Teey taTOrably reoe1Tecl. 

Be 804Htl7 propoHd before tllllll the thought that he na obligated to hi• 

oonatitueaq to reprHent u.... lrh• b9 bad tiniabed, atter the detff't 

ot • - aotion tor adjow wnt, tb• .:>tion that be withdraw puHd by 

231 to 81. The speaker intol'Md b1a to witbdr- whioh he retuaed \lltil 

the Sergeant at ...._., appeared and. plaoed hi• huda upon b1a and oon­

dncted hia belas tb9 Bar. 6 TM next clay the eubjeot waa reSlm9d. The 

Prime Jlinieter 80'ffd t.hat 1lr. S.1omo11.a aball -**la •itber be entitled to 

Ii t in BouM ot C~n• or to Tote there, until he had taken tti. oath ot 

1. nan •.• 01 118, P· 980 
2. Hana. Tol 118, P• 1146 
3. Ban.a. TOl 118, P• 114'1 

4. J.Q.a. 19 p. 169 old aerie• 
6. Ba.na. TOl 118. P• 11"3-1117 

•• 



-ea-

Ab juratlon •• preaorlbM b7 Law. 11r. Betball .oTeCl that al.aM bot1' llr. 

Jlotheohlld ud lb-. Salcmona had t.ha tbe oatba la a --.r that -...t be 

aooeptecl b7 tM Bouae, that U., b• pel'llltted to take tbelr H•ta. fbl• 

... loat .,,. 118 to n. 1 AaotMr ..tlo• ... -4• that would r•aulr• the 

lltl. of takiac tM oath ao altered that th• repreaentatin tor 0rffllrioh 

z 
~ take tt. la tlle ~- two P9titiona •re pr•••nted to th• B0 uae 

one b7 th• oonatltuent• ot Baron de iotlmhild and another on behalf ot llr. 

Sal0110na. Both ...... d•• rellaJ'ded b7 the Bouae. Again .otiona wu -4• 
... 

andll oarrled that' llr. latcmon be not .titled to dt or wt• in ttw B uae ,. 

untn be ahall hue tak• tbe Oath ot Abjuration u preaorlbed. 

Proa tbe ti.. Mr. Dnid Salcmon preeented bJ.11Hlt to be norn 

and th• ts.. be tirwl.17 withdrew under what be oonaidered ooOeroloa, be 

he bad Toted thrH tS...e witbout haring taken the oath ln a ..nner aath-

A. 
ta.oto1'7 to the l•ghlature. Aooording to tbe atatute be wu to pa7 L500 

tor en17 otfenH. The !louM ot Coanona dld not inatltute prooeedinga OOll-

pelling hi• to pa7 thia, but a prhat• oitiaen b7 the nam of tiller un­

dertook to proaeoute Ma. S TM aotion wu tried in the Court ot hoMgaer 

bJ Baron llertin and a jur'T_;whloh retumed a TeTdlot ellbodJing the taota 

or all that ooourred ainoe Jul7 21 , 185•.• 1'o pro.e that tb9 penaltiea 

6 
that enaue a breaoh ot te statute be not entoroed againet Mr. 1>a'Yid Sal-

omona the•• tour argument• were ad'Ymloed: 

• 1. Sinoe the Oath ot Abjuration oontinued the word• our aoTereip 

Lord ling George•• ant ainoe the reigning king at thia tiM did not know 

the name George, then tm obligation to take the oath no longer exhted. 

Thia ia a teotmioal point and oould be oonatnaed in the ..nner augge.ted ca 

behalt ot Mr. Salomone lt it were deair9d to do ao. t'be olear •aning ot 

the 5tatute, bowT•r, •~el7 aaat ha"Te •ant that the DAM ot the reigning 

1. Hana. ~1 118. p. isi8 
2. Bane. TOl 118, 1318-&& 
-"~I Geo lat 2. o. ls. •• 16, 17. 
-. S. 7 Exohequer • 75 tt. 

•• J.Ac.& P• 2Tt 
6. I Geo 1 st. o. ts. 11, 1e. lT 

~ 



---king be nb.tihted 1lhe neCMHU7 ud uncloubt~ it wu 4one mo. 

2. It ii tile mtV'e ot a law regarding ua oath that it be r ... 

quired to be tu.a in Rola a __.r •• to be bin4ing. It would be ot llttl • 

Talue to take it it it had no etteot. Indeed todq it ba• beoome a pro­

t\motory ....ner. But in hb daJ an oatll _. intended to be binding • 

• In tut when the olaue •uPOn t.ll• tnae taith ot a Chri.tim wa• added in 

160S tb9 intention wu that t.ll• oath oould not be taken with utJ Mntal 

rHe"ation. AD4 th• •peoial aot• regarding Quaker• that tbeJ lligbt oait 

the ob•dou• ola.aH abo 8ho98 t._t tbe intention or the G0Te1'Wllt h that 

the oath be ...S. binding. t'he word• are not part or the nb.tmoe, but 

put or the word• :ao help M God• _.. oaitted rroa th• Oath or Abjura­

tion, 1 J.t the •ub.tanoe or the oath .--1.ned. In tbe ..... oaae or 

Jlr. Dand Salcmou, to Gait tbe olauae •upon the tr• raith or a Cbriatian• 

would -.Jee it binding upon hh oonaoienoe and tblrerore, it •hould be 

r egarded that be did t ake the oath a• requi red. Thh too le a matter that 

permit• or interpretati on. 

~. Furtbe.-.ore th• Oatba Act or 1818
2 

reall7 authrorhed hill 

to take it in the ~ner he did. 

4. 87 the prorlaion• or 10 Geo 1, o. 4 wbiob wa• apt aliTe 

by the annual ind-Uty a.ote, 11r. Da•id Salomon wa• enabled to taa the oath. 

The judgtMl!t ot the oourt wa• againat llr. Darld Salomon. The 

court dU'rered on the point •• to whether the ol-•• •on the true raitb ot 

a Chrietian• waa an euential pert ot the aub.tanoe ot the oath or not. 

Baron Martin M ld that t be word• .. re not. Be held that th91 ware origi~l7 

1. a Geo I I I o. 5S 
2. 1 and 2 viot. o. 106 
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iuerted tor the purpoM ot maid .. it more bin4illg upoa ~ Catbolioa 

and to ••k J•• to take it ud to ... ._. it woul4 be bindiag upon th­

,.. abnrd. n.. -.joritJ ot the Court bownr held the oppolite, 'f'ia, 

that the word8 are an .... ntial part ot ttw oath and aaet be read when tabn. 

ta. jYClpellt wu appealed to tbe lxohequer ob.-.r u4 ~ 1861 

wu 1m••i9CN8ly ~til"-4. It b interHting to note the final worlia ot 

8-ron Alcleraon in the Lowr Court and ot Lord Cupbell, the obiet Justioe, 

in the upper oourt. 

Baron Alderaon aaid: •1 4o 110at •inoerel7 regret, a• a .. r• 

erpoun491" ot the l•, to ~ to tbb oonolua1on---tor 1 do not bel1n• 

t hat the oaH ot the J .. • wa• thought ot b7 the l•gialatur• when tbq tr--4 

theH pro'f'ialona. l think tbat it would be 110re worthy ot thh oount17 

to exclude the J-. t'roe the•• prinlegH ( i t the7 are to be exolude4 at 

all, a• to whioh I ·~ nothing) b7 aoM direot enaotment, and not .. rel7 

b7 the 0&9\lal operation ot a olauae intende4 apparentl7 in it• object and 
1 

origin to apply t o a Te17 d11'terent olua ot the •ubjeot• ot ~lam.• 

Lord Campbell aaid: ••• han on17 to deolare what th• law h, 

not what it O\lght to be. I regret that the A.ct eYer paHed •o •• to ex­

clude t.he .i .... and m;r wi.ab is that it ahou14 be repealed. But it h 

our dut7 to put the , .. t oonatruotion we OM on the Acrt ot Parli-nt; 

and, in •o do i ng, ... entertain no doubt whatner that , aooording to t he 

exhting law, .i ... are exoluded troa aitting in either HouH ot Pa.rliaMnt. 2 

Cl-..rl7, the illjustioe ot th• exhtenoe ot a statute wbiob pre­

Tenta a portion ot the oountr:r'• inhabitant• troa enjoying tull politioal 

rights h apparent. But not only did the oourt realiH the injuatioe, but 

1. ? •obeq uar p.5'2 
2. 8 Bxobequer p. ?81 
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PllJ'li-llt itHlt dl.4. I do not reter to tbe m&ft1' indiTidual propoant. 

ot the ~wiall ....... l reter to tbe utlon ot tbe Parli....t u a boq. 

For the riolatloa ot ta. Statute. Mr. Jland 8al090na wu not onl7 obllpd 

to pa7 a ti•• but be wu to be 4eprin4 ot oertain ript• be alreeq 

poHeHecl. Paru._at reoopd.Md tbat ••h oouequmoe• 991'• ineritule 

to the _, ... unleH ._. ...ve ot relief ,... paHecl. AooorcllnclJ' tbe 

ol.tabilitl•• iepee.l &.ot.1 reoeiTed .,,.i uaent June ao. i•z. 87 ta. 

statute _,t•cll•bUitlH s.poeect upon llr. Sa.lomona b11ruH ot hi• aotioM 

in Ti.ol9*1nc S Qeo lat • .o. la wu rw•ecl but the peouniar7 penaltl•• .. re 
2 

retaiMd. Conaeq--.tl7 hi• political atatu wu not ....,._cl and in 1856 waa 

able to US\m9 ottioe or Lord llaJOr ot London and i n 1869 after the -'ni•h 

Beliet Aet - into toroe. be took hia ant in Parli._at, Ac•ini I 

think that thie aot ot 16 and ia Viot. o ta. th• "ia•bilitiH S.uet .. ot 

ot 1862 •how• the wi lli~H oa the pa.rt ot Puliell.l-­

the aniteat injutioe. 

It ahoulcl aleo be r-1»tlfe4 tllat the thal j\Mlpmt or tbe 

Jliller •• Sal090na oaae u rendered b7 ta. higher oou.rt. the &xobeq .. r 

ob•..,,.r .... aent to tbl Ii uae of Lorda on a writ ot error.a but -.. not 
"" 

prooeeded with. Thie want ot proHout1oa' f'r'• a praotioal point ot Tiew 

...at that tm prooeecliag• in tbl Bouae ot C~u wu reprd.ed u 

legall7 ft.lid. Ttau. tbe aituat ion stood in 1861. 

5 
In FebrtaJ7 1863. Lord John RuaHl wbo wu tbea Seoretaey ot 

State tor foreign affair•• again •ntroduoecl tbe aubjeot in tbe Hou•• ot 

Ccmciona. n,. tiM.l outccae ot the attair ot llr. Darl.d Salomone wu not 

i. 16 an& us f!ot. o . 43 
2. Hana. ~l 121. p. 190 
a. Rana. TOl 141. P• 108 
f. Hana. 'f'Ol lf7, P• 108 
6. H)'auot1 P• 332 
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•tht'utof'7 and~ l•glalature waa nat wlllinc to r-.ln oontent with 

•tt.era u tbq stood. Aooor41ng~ wt.n Lord .John iuael introclaoed the 

aubjeot of .I.nab cllaabllitlea agalna u4 ubcl that be be pendttecl to 

briq in a Bill reprd.lng We matter, a motion to t.llat. •~ot waa oarrlect 
1 

bJ a .ote of two tmn4re4 and thlrt7 tour u againat two hundred and tln. 

The olo.-.H ot the Tote •ho• the lllt•r•.t. The reporl ot debate• •bow• 
that an aa1•atecl clleoudon took plaoe. A .l..-iab diaabilitlea Bui 11U 

brought in and r .. d tor the first ti.. OD llaroh 1, l:M 1868. 2 Thi aeoond 

readinc la tbe BouM of COlllllOna wu oarried bJ a ~orit1 ot &e, 
1 

and tbe 

third ... &41ng ot tbl Boue ot C~n• wu oarried bJ a mjorit)> ot tiftT 

eight.• fbl Bu1 11U then ••at up to tbl BouM ot Lorda where it wu rej•o­

ted on tbl aeooad reeding bJ a •ote ot one hundred and airty tour '&&inst 

on. hundred and tlftMD.15 Tb• propoMnt• ot the 8ui doubted it• pu-

-c•. ,._t tbeJ had Wl5 hO hoped it aigbt. 

In l&M a nn mtbod •• pur1ud. Lord John BuaHl wu .till 

leader ot llouae ot CcmDOna and he now eleoted to obaftce the tor. ot oatba 

neoHHJ7 tor tboae who are to take their a .. t in Parll._nt. If the 

proper word inc oould be aooepted b7 the branohea of the legislature, then 

a Jn oould take the oath. AooordinglJ the Parli ... nta.1"7 0.tha Bui waa 

tntroduoed. It aub.tituted a single oath instead of the three Oath• of 

Alleglanoe. Supr-QT a.n4 Abjuration. and the oath• that the Roman Ca­

tbolioa "re to t.ke under the CathoUo lalldoipation Aot ot 1829. S Thia 

propoaecl oath oeu1ed heated dhouadon. lot onlJ ,,.re the Jew• hwol•ed. 

but alao the ROMll Catholloa. For it aboliabed tt. Rc-.n Catbolio Oath. 

Han•. •ol i2i, p. 622 
2. Hqaaon P• ~2 
3. a.an.. •ol 125, p.silll 118 
4. Hana • .ol 125 . P• 1287 
5. Hana . •ol 125, p. '796 
6. 10 0.o IV. o. 7. 
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lhe appoel~a to tb9 llll arpe4 aot oa17 against t .. tut that tbi• wulcl 

adait J ... to Par11-nt. tor lt wa• olear that tbe ado5*1oa ot tbe 1111 

•ut juat tbat. but 1t al•o argued acain• the Ram.n Catbollo•. Lord John 

Ru•Ml triecl to_. oleer that tbe objeot in preaeating thh B111 wa• 

tor the reliet ot the J .. • an4 not tor aJl7 othel' reuon. The ftt• on t .. 

MOOnd readinc wa• ••'7 oloH. bJ a Tote of 2&1 againat ue. 1 ~en llr. 

Di•ruli TVtecl -cain.t it. m• reuon wu that tboup be ooui.t.ntl7 

Totecl tor rea>Tal ot .l..tmb cli•abiliti••• tbe oontro•erq broQ&bt up bJ 

the Papal olaiu n thi• oue o'bligat.cl hi.a to objecrt thh time. The 

-11 •Jorit7 aight leed one to t .. l that in a ditterent fora the Bouae 

might ha•• paHecl it. Thh h the tir.t ti.M that Jfthb -.ipation wa• 

delqecl b7 a •ote ot ta. Bou.ae1ee~:.; • . ot the taot that thh B111 ow 

ao near paesiag. l think it would be ot interest to read the aotual oath 

propoaecl. 

•1. a. b. do ... ar that l will be taithtul ancl bear true alle­

gianoe to Ber llaje•ty 
1
Quffn Viotori•• ed 1 will defend ber to the utllost 

ot rq J>OW9r againat all oonapiraoiH and attempt• wbatner wbioh •ball be 

.de againat her peraon . orown or dignity; and I will do rq utmost adeaTOr 

to dholoae and -b lcnown to Ber llajest;y.her heir• and auooHaon. all 

treuon• and tra.itorou1 oonapiraoiH wbioh ~ be tound againat her or 

th•; and 1 do taitb.tul17 proahe to •intain. aupport. and defend to the 

ut110rt ot rq pow9r the auooeadon ot the orawn.wbi ob auooeuion b)' an 

Aot entitlecl •An .lot tor the further liaitation ot tbe Crown and better 

1eouring the Rigbta and LibeetiH of tbe Subjeot •, i• and atanda liaitecl 11> 

the Prino••• Sophia. ~leotre1• of Hano•er. and the heir• ot her bod7, bei-. 

L. Banaard. •ol lSS, P• 971 
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Prote.taata • laereb7 utterq reaou.noiag am abjuring ~ obecli•no• or all•­
gi anoe unto aJl1 other person olaiaing er pretending a right to tbe orown 

ot tbia r .. ta; and I ct.• c1 .. 1 .... that no toreiga prinoe. prelate. peraon, 

atate or potentate bath or ought to haTe an;r tniporal or obit juriadletica • 

power, auperior1t7 or pr...Unenoe. d.ireetl7 or in4lreetl7 within thia 

real.JI, eo help - Ood..•1 

A oaretul reading of the propoMd oath indioatea that there 

ia nothilli objeotionabl• in it tor a .Jew. Bad it paaaed, the .Jew oould 

ban tun it a• a prerequialte to alt in Par11 ... nt. Yet the oppoaition 

reruaectto pua it. To apologiH tor thoH who defeated tbe propoaed Bill 

require• an abun4anoe of Cbarit7. 

Tbe nut atep waa to att-.pt the r...,.,.U ot the oath that 

bloolmd the trattio leading to po•itioal --lpation tor tbe J.,,. 
In 1868 Mr. li&s.lner Oibaon i ntroduced a bill to aboliah the oath ot abjura• 

Uon. It waa .. 11 kno1ln that t.h• onl1 objeoti.on to •-.bership in Parlla-

•nt. bJ th• Jft'a waa the lHt olauae ot thia oetb. Furthermore, ainoe the 

old Pretender and hil deaoendanta te-tnw had no more olailn to the throne, 

i t ..... abaurd to renounoe and abjure allegianoe to hia, wbioh renunoiation 

1• tb• direot objeot or that oath. Surely, it it waa really desired to 

extend politioal equality to the Jew, it Angland really desired not to 

exolude .J.,,. aa auob trca ita parli .. ent, there oould be no objeotiona 

to the abol i tion or the • obsolete oath. Lord PalJleraton, the PriM 

Kiniater , aupported the Bui. Objeotion aroae tbatbJ paaaing thia •aaure. 

the Jews ~uld be indirectly admitted. To the oredit and broadaindedneH 

ot the Prilne Mini ster, it auat be r._bered that hia answer to thia objection 

1. J.Q.R. 19, p. 766 



wu that the on17 obateole to the adaiaaion ot Jft'a to Parliament waa juat 

thia olauM whioh waa unintentionall7 and indireotl7 ereoted u abarrier. 

lhe bill waa al80 heart il7 aupported b)' llr. Diaraeli, though bia new waa 

that the olauae •upon tbe true taith or a Cbriatian• be r etained and a 

apeoial clauae to be inaerted to exeapt the Jna.1 The aeooncl reading in 
2 

the Houae ended 2~ to 196. At the third reading Sir F. "t'8aiger '• uend-

saent to add •upon the true raith ot a Christian• waa rejeoted b)' 159 to 
2a 

190 and the Bill went to Lorda. There it wu bitterly oppoaed and waa 

retuaed at the 2nd reading b7 110 to 78.3 

In April 1867, Lord PalMraton •• retained aa PrU. IUniater 

&tter a gener&l eleotion and Baron de Rotbachild waa re elected u a amber 

for the oit)' or London. ~arl7 one of the firat a ttera to be dhouaaed 

wu again that or the Jtnr. Thia ti .. the Prine Minister hisiaelf on May 

16 , 1867 presented an Oatha bill whioh waa almoat like that or Lord John 

RuHel ot 1864. Thia one elbinated the orortaion in the ft> rmr bill ot 

laa. regarding Roman Catholioa. Further110re it Ollitt ed the obnoxioua 

clause. It pro•i ded tor one oath whi ch waa ao des i gned aa t o penait Jewa 

to ait and •ot e in Parliament. It ?•••ed the tirat and aecond Beading• 

i n the Bou.ae of CCHmJona. Sir.F. Theaiger had announced, that thia new 

oath waa an illlpro•-ent o..-er the old one though he atill felt that some­

thing regarding the Chri stian Character of the oath aho1Jld be retained. 

Accordingly he pw•p•u• propoaed in cammittee that tbeae word• be added: -

•And I do make thia proaiae, renunoiaticn. ~bjuration and deolaration, be .. -

tily, willingly. truly on the true fai th of a Christ i an.•• Thia ... nd-

6 i:r.ont wu rejeoted 201 to Ml bJ a .. jor1t7 ot 148. The th.trd reading ot 

1 . B.a.na. •ol 141. P• 735 
2. Bane. ...01 141, P• 156 
2a . Hau. TOl 142, P• 19'7 
3. Hana. ..-ol 142, P• 1806 
4. Hane. TOl 156. p. lMl 
s. Han. . •ol 146, P• 1857 
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ot the Bill in the Bou.ae waa oirried b;r 291 to 168, 1 but thH• proYiaiona 

were 1nolud.e4: 1. lo Jew ahould bol4 high ottioea ot Atate troa whioh Ro-

9&11 Catholioa were exolu4ed b7 C.tbolio ~ipation at 1829. 2. lo 

Jflfl exeroiae aJ17 eooleaiutioal patronace whiob aight be attaobed to 

ottioea the;r aigbt bold. 

In the BoUM ot Lord• i t reoebed ta~rable support t'rc:a lead-

era and tonaer opponent•• yet it waa rejeoted on aeoond. reading 1 ?l to 

US9.2 

During the aame Hedon, Jul7 21, 1857 • Lord John Ruaael moTed 

to bring another Bui witla the aam objeot in n. ... Tai• waa but a ... It 

after LordPalJDeraton' • bill ... rejeoted on aeoond reading in Lord•. 

Hie new bill wu oalled Oaths Validity A.endMnt. It• objeot ... to ex­

S tend the pr i nciple ot the Oath• Aot of 18S8 wbioh enables a person to 

t ake an oath aooord.ia& t.o the f ora and oerem~ binding on their own oon-

aoienoe, ao as to -U it appl7 to the oaths to be ta.ken b7 Mllbera ot 

Parlhment. Thia did not reoein tbe willingneu ot the gcnerrmeat to 

ha't'e it diaou.Hed. There waa other buaineH during the aeaa ion tbat bad 

to be taken up and ao it waa abandoned. But notice waa -de that a 11-­

ilar -aaure would be i ntroduced in t._ nert NH i on. 4 

In the •antime Baroo de Rotbaohild again resigned and h re-

elected on Auguat 3, 1857. One 110re t'aot llU.Bt i... be noted. Lord J ohn 

Ru.uel JDOTed in Rouse ot Commona tor appointaent of a ooadttee to 8 oonsi der 

whether the Statutory Declaration Aot ot 18S6"6 which perait• a statutory 

declaratio n containing nothing objectionable to Jewa, to be aubatituted ttr 

an oath i n certain oues, .... applioeble to the oat ha to be taken bJ 

~bera of' parliaaeot. It was reported that t he p +u proTi•iou ot 

the act were not a pplicable to the Oath• whi ch -.ber• ot the Bouae were 

6 
bound to take before uauaing their aeata. 

l. 8'\na. Tol 145, p. 366 
2. Hana. TOl 146, F• 12?5 
S. l and 2 Viet. o. 108 

4. 6 am 6 • IV o. 82 
5. Hana ~ol 147, p. 9~ 
e. Ham Tol 146, P· 1772-80 
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Lord John BuHel'• Oath prO'f'ided to •aub.titute aa oath ot Al• 

legiuoe. Supr._07 Ul4 At,juratioa, • Ul4 tor t he Reuer ot her llajeat)''• 

aubjeota proteaaing the Jewialt religion. Thia oath dittered troa that ot 

• Lord Palller.ton ot the prerioua year in tmt it added the word• And I 

.U. •hh deolaratlon on tbe tnae taltta ot a Christian.• But t he Bu1 al• 

• oontained a olauH 6 wbi olt prO'f'ided tbat a Jew algbt omit tbe obaoxiou 

worda. Another olaue waa oontalned in tbia Bn1 wb.ioh waa deeigaed to 

extend to all ottio•• the Jewiah Diaabiliti•• ~...,...al Act ot 18'6 (whi ch 

applied onl7 to adaiaalon to munioipal o'1'ioea) . The Jewiah diaabilitie• 

Re110nl Acrt ot 18'6 pro~ided that Ul7 peraon ot the Jewiab religion aight 

a\lbatitute a ,.. Deolaration (which contained nothing objectionable to a 

l 
Jew) tor the old Deolaration whioh ia oontained ia an Act paaaed in 1828. 

On Febl"\l&J"J 10, 1868 th• Bill .... up tor a aeoond reading in 

HouH ot Comiona. BoweTer • Sir l". f beaiger anno unoed be would JIO"f• tb&t 

2 ~ ~ 
olauH 6 be omitted. " hen it came up tor 3rd reading the HouH ot CoamonaJ 

.»Mr. lewdegat e on behalf ot Sir F. Theaiger (who in the •ant1- ... 

... de Lord ~llor and t berebJ beo ... member ot the Upper Houae) made 

a 11e>tion to etri ke out olauae 6 wbi ob waa a •peoial prcrriaion in ta•or ot 

Jewa when oalled upon to take the new oath. Thia 110tion waa 101t 144 to 

296. 3 The Bi 11 now c._ to t• BouH ot Lorda. In t he Commit t ee (tor-

•rlJ Sir Frederiok Tbea1ger) now Lord lpk Ch4'1Jutord, Lord Cbanoellor, 

• moTed t hat olauae 6 be omitted. It pa.aaed, H ... nded, the third reading 

in t he House or Lord• and t h • returned to the Houae ot Common1. But 

u .-nded it deatr078d the purpoae tor whi oh Lord John Ruuel drew it up. 

•• aaended , the B111 waa unaatbtaotory and it wu deoid.ed bJ a Tote ot 

261 t o 1964 that Baron de Rothschild be a ppointed oil a Comaittee, wbioh, 

by a motie»l that .... oarried, abould draw up reHona wb7 the Bouse ot 

Conmon• diaagreed with the amendaent• -de b7 the Bouae ot Lorda . 

1. 9 Geo IT c. 17 
2. Hana. Tol 148 p . 108' 

s. sen •• •01 149 P· 647 
4. The olauae would euble Jewa to 

alt in Parli ... nt. 
4a Jiau Tol160 p.U; 150 p aM. 'ac>-ua 



_,._ 
&Ire ... • pe4Nliar ait•tion. Umder 1 Geo I ~at. 2. 0.11. one ooul.4 not 

elt nor .,.te in Parli.....t unleaa be took ta. prHor1becl oatha. Tet woh 

• one oould be appolllMd • • .-ittM to aern by tbe aid• ot ~ otmr qualified 

..-.,. ot the llouH wllo dlcl tm ta. required oatha. Upon a aearola i11 the 

record• it ... tOUDd that •• ear~ u lTl&. S1r Joaepb Jeqll -• penaitted 

to be • -.bor ot • Ca..tttff ot the Boua• ot Common•. altho\lgh h ... a not 
1 

nora at the Clerk'• tab lo. Sir JoHpb Jekyll -..a Chief Jutioo ot tbe 

CoUJlt7 ot Palati ne ot Cheater• and hia abHDO• oa olrouit wu tba r ... on 

tor hia not harlnc takea 11tbo oatu•. Witla hia it w.• not a oaH ot not 

taking tho oetha booauao ot objeotionablo olau•••· Thia •how• that tbo 

appoint~t •• legal and that the exoluaion ot J ... troa t\111 right• ot par­

liament waa a •1eg1-latiTe traud. • 

The reaaona that tm C~tt.eo ot the BouH of Comnou. in­

oluding Ba.roll Rotbaohild, clr .. up aa aa objootion to tbo ... ndment• -de 

to tt.e Bill by the Houae of Lords• and in oonaoquonoe of whioh the JftJ 

would at111 bo pro.onted 1"roa ta.Icing a aeat and tram -.oting i n Paru ... nt 

are u tollotrs: 

originall7 introduoed into the oath• to be taken b7 •mbera or Parli ... nt 

with a Yi .. to bind oertain Roman Catholic• and were not i nt ended tor 

t he purpoH of' exolucling peraona ot the Jewiah Per.uaaloa. 

II. Booau.ae the oxol uaion of Britiah aubjeota tro. Hate in 

ParU...-nt and ottioea in tbe State on tho ground 01' their religioua o pin-

iou ia ocmtr&rJ' to the geMral ..xlu ot f'reedoa ot ooMoioaoo. 

III. Beoauae no oharge ot dialoJalt7 or unf'itaeaa tor publio 

employ..nt, and a tai r abare ot legialatit'e power haa been alleged, or 

oan be alleged.. againat the Jftiab ocmnunit.7. 

1. Cabbett'a. Par. Hiat. ~ol VII, p. 67 
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IV Beoaua• the btliotion of clieablUtiH vpoa 07 olua of 

Ber llaj•.t~'• nbjeot•• ••le~ oa th• ground of their oonHientloua ad­

herence to their taitla aawre of pereeoutloa. ud le totall7 lnoonaletnt 

with thoH prinoipl" of religilma llbert7 wbioh la the oaH of more pOW91'­

tul oomrunitie•• ban beea applied b7 Parli-at with auob bapPJ etteota. 

v. Beoaua• the c~ ... ban all'M47 - ten prniou• •oouione 

and in ti•• Parli-ata. paHed Bill• rmio•lng the obil dilab1lit1H ot 

t he .1.,. • • ad huing ot late 19ara agr-4 to euoh Bute b7 oonetantl7 in-

oreaaing .. joritl••• are oonvinoed that tbe opinion ot their oonatituellt• 

and ot ti.. oountry at large. baa bMa irrewooabl7 pronounoed in tnor or 

the remo"ftl ot auoh dhabilitiH. 

vI. Beoauae auob Bu ta ban been au;pported b7 MJl7 ot t he moat 

eainent -mb•ra ot both Rou.H ot Parllaaent who, trb1 le cUttereng upon 

other political queation.a. han oonourred la the jutioe and expecU9D07 

ot ... •ur•• tor the relief ot th• Jewa. 

VIH BeoauH the right• ot the '°leotora ot tta. United lingdoa 

ban been peouliarl7 atteotecl bf a la• wbiob bu been oonatrued to prnent 

the adaiaaion to the B uee ot Co111110na ot peraona who ba•e been lawtull7 ,. 

returned aa ...t>era ot that Bouae. 

VIII Deoauae the tir•t and third olauaea ot the B111 are open 

to oonatruotion that the •- Oath, • hioh the for.er ot th• oontain•. abould 

be taken not onl7 in all OHH wta.re the Oatha ot Supr-07. Allegiaaoe 

and Abjuration are now required, but also -.re the Oath.a ot ~llegia.noe , 

and Suprema.07 are at preaent requi red, though without the Oath ot 

Abjuration; the reault ot which oonatruction, it the But abould pan into 

law without the titth olau.H would be to exclude the Jew• t'roa pra.otiaing 

u •olioitora and barriatera and trom office a under the Crown , to whiob 



mpl..,..m• llftd otf'ioea th•J ar• now edaitted. 

IX Beoauae auob reawt would be oontra.J7 to tbe intention ot 

the two boua•• ot Padi....t appevlac troll tbe alxtb ol&u•. &1114 troll 

the title ot tt. B111 under oonalderation.•l 

Thia waa up tt. attitU.S. 1n tawr ot the Jn on tlle eTe ot 

hi• adaittinoe to Parliwnt. Atter thia a oon.terenoe Ht• ... tb• two 

2 
BouaH enau.d. Ot the two Billi brought in u oomproa11H trGa tm BouH 

ot Lord•. that ot Lord Luoan knan u the Jenab Heliet Bn1, prodded that 

•Ul7 per.on prof'Hflng the J .. hb religi on, when talcing the oath aub1ti­

t uted, by the Oath• Bill (of Lord John &u1 .. 1) ot the preHat HHion tor 

the Oath ot allegiaaoe, Supr~ and Abjuration, alght oait the word• 'and 

I make thh upon tbe tnae taith ot a Chriat1an . •3 Thia enabled one to 

lit and Tote in Parliwnt. Another prOTiaioa waa that •peraona protead.ng 

thl -'ni•h Religion ~ amt ttw abow •ntioned word• in the add oath 

in all other o&H• 1n whiott t1M7 aight be required to take it. The third 

• reading in the Houae ot Lorda palled b)' a Tote ot thirt7 three to twel ••· 

The Lord'• reaaona tor 1nahting on their ... ndaeata are in-

t ereating and releTant here, tor th97 abow the attitude ot thoae who tried 

"9"1 po11ible •an• to hold the Jew out of Parli-nt. 1'heJ are u tollon: 

"1. Beoauae although the word• •on the true taitb ot a Chriath.n• 

were originall1 introduoed i nto the Oath tor the imnediate purpoae ot 

bi nding oertein Ro.an Oatbolica, it ii unreuonabl• to u aum that t he 

Parli-..nt 1'\iob eo introdu.oed t h• did not i ntend that the prote111on ot 

Cbriatianit7 ahould be a neoeaaary qual1t1oation for ada111ion to the 

Legialature, when t hey enacted t bat a Declaration of that faith ahould fora 

part or a the Oath required to be taken by enry •mber of both BouaH. 

l. Lft9. wl 150, p. 621 
2. Hana. nl 160. P• 868 and 869 
3. J.Q.R. TOl 19 p. 180 
4. Ranae TOl 1611 p. 1268 
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n Beoaua• th• oon.tut intention ot tlae leglalat9e mq be 

turtber interred tr• the taot that neitber at th• t1- ot th• iatrocluotim 

ot tbu• word• .. re ta. .J-• adm.adbl• aor haft theJ at U1J aubaequeat 

period b .. a adaitted to alt a.S •ot• la either Bou•• ot Parlt.a..nt. 

Ill Beoauae exolualon h-• Hat• in Parlb•nt and ottioe1 of 

tbe ~te oa the ground ot relipou opialoa and tor otber r ... ou 11her• 

the general good ~ ti. State appear• to require it, la a prinoiple reo­

ogahed in the aettl-at ot the nooeHlon ot the Crown and ia otMr oaaea; 

and baa aorea.er, been f'urther and reoentl7 aanotioned bJ ~ BouH ot 

Comnon• in aome ot the pro.iaiona ot the pr•••nt Bill. 

IV. Beoauae, without imputing u;r Clial07alt7 or diaat1'ectioa 

to her Ma.J••ty' • ~ubjeota 01' th• J.-iah perauaaion, the Lord• oonalder 

that ti. denial and rejeotion ot tbat Sanor, in whoH .... eaoh HnuH ot 

Parli-nt 4&117 otter• up it• oollecti 'H prqera tor the diTiM bleuinc 

on it• oounoila, oonatitutea a aoral 'tntitawH to take part i n the legia-

lati• ore proteHedl7 Cbri.tiu ~t7. 

V. Beoauae when the C~na plead 1n aupport ot their .1 ... , 

in a -tter which equall)' oonoern• th• oonatitution ot both branobe• ot 

tM legillature, their repeated reoognition ot the expedi•D07 ot raio•lng 

tlda diaability or tlw J ... , and adai.tting th• to their oounoila, the 

Lar4a cleaire to rater to their equall7 tira adberenoe to tlw prinoipl• ot 

fwt•Snsag tboH prhilegH whioh the)' beline to be peouliarl7 and inHp­

mrabl7 att&obed to Parliament aa an ex ciuai•• Cbriatian aaalllbl7.•1 

The Jewiab Reuer B111 or the flouH ot Lord• with it• .... nd­

_.. oeae before tlw Bouae or Comnon• and on Vie &eoond readi ng waa 

2 
paaaecl b7 a Tote ot one hundred and titt7 alx •• againat alxty the. 

1. Bau. "l 161, P• 1258 
2. Bane. •ol 161, P• 1~2 
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But one more atep ,,_1na4 to brine the long; atruggl• tor J .. -

lab politioal -.ipation to a olo••· Now that both the B0 uH ot Lorda 

and ta. Bou .. ot C~na p·H UHat bJ ta.lJ' •ot• to the requeat that 

aHent. Aooordingq on Ju.17 2a. 1868 auoh aHent •• obtained tor both 

the Jewiah Relief B111 ot the Hnua• ot Lord• and the Oa:th• Bill ot the 

Bou•• ot Coimona. Benoetorth a Jn oould alt in either Houae and oould 

wt•• Oil .hal7 21. 1868 Ivon de iotb.aoldld oa• before· th• table and with 

oonrecl a.ad took tM 1l.9W oath with the omadoD ot the' timl word• 

• l 
an4 aubatituttng So help • Jebonh. • Thia final Aot ii found in 21 

and 22 Viot. o. 491 and 1a an Acta to prOYicle tor the r ·eliet ot Ber llajea­

t7'• aubjeot• proteaaing tt. Jewiah Religion. By aeoti.on I either Bou•• 

ia empowr9d to llOdit'J the tol"ll ot oath, ao u to enable a Jn to ait 

and to '9'Dte. 87 a.otion ~. J ... are preoluded troa holding oertain ottioH. 

Beno•. tb• situation h thl•• that though all th• ottio1H of the real.a 

are not y9t. throwa open. and alao a Jew might 7et be be1ld out it the 
·Y 

Houae uaed d.hcretion to bold hi.a baok. 7et tor all pra.otioal parpoaea, he 

waa now O!t an equal tooting with non-J.... Subaequent Aota did not alter 

the situation. t~ onl,_cle leaa cnmberaom what waa paHed u a oom• 

proaiae in 1868. For example• the Parliuent&17 Oatba Aot ot 18'8' tinall7 

aettled the wording ot the nw oath• whioh oould be tdren b7 all a ubjecrta. 

The oath la much abipler . 
6 

It ia aa tollowa: 

•1. A.B. do swear tbat I will be taitb1'ul airtd bear true alle­

gianoe to Ber lfajeaty Queen VS.otoria• and I do taithtul 17 proaiae to -intala 

1. ~n P• SSS 
2. .... ~. '" a. J.B. 1. 1'13a 

'· 29 an4 SO Viet. o. 19 
6. J.6 l.L. P• 301 note 2 



ud 1Upport the ._.. .. or to the Crown, a• th• •- Ralada U.alted and 

a.ttled bJ Tlitm ot t• Aot pu•ed in the ret.p ot ~inc •nu- the !ht.rd, 

• entitlecl An Aet tor t• h.rther Uat.tation ot th• Crowa, and b.tter •eour-
t.ng t• rigllt• and lt.bnti•• ot th• lubjecrt: and ot the oonaequ..t 

Aot• ot Unt.oa wt.th Sootlaad and Ireland, ao llelp • God. •1 

It wu ua4er thh oath that Lord Rotuohild beo- the ftr.t 

.Jniu peer in us112• At la•t la 1871 the Proat.HorJ Oatha A.ot8 wu 

paHed. Thh h real17 a blanket aot whioh repeal• all pre'f'ioua atatutH 

that ocmtainecl dbabUiti•• • Thia opened up the higheat ottioH ot the 

State. Prca tide .,...i tM .__t.patioa ti-• all polt.tt.oal diaabUitiH 

h oomplete. 

1. .J.t.R. TOl 19, p. T87 
2. ~on P• SM 
3. M aDll 16 Yt.ot o. 48 
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TBB ACQUISITIOll OF THI RIGHTS TO PRACTICE AT BAR 

The right ot praotioing the legal proteaalon i • not regarded 

by B.S.Q. Benrinuea, •·•· B.C.L. aa a politioal right. In taot he regard• 
1 

thia u a o1Til right. .la a -tt•r ot teat the gonnu.nt regarda thoH 

who pra.otioe la• aa ita ottioera. 87 Tirt\119 ot thia podUon, theJ t.•lte 1rt 

oath in Oaited Statea aa well aa in °"ngland, to entoroe the la•a ot the l1rtd. 

Prirllegea and 1-unitiea ot T&.rioua kinda are granted hia by dr1.ue or 

hi a unique poaition ot a priTate oitia.en reoognited aa a publio ••rYant. 
Therefore I inolud• the praot i oe or thh proteuion aa a politic.el ri~ht 

and therefore aa•t be included in thia thed1. 

At the ti&e ot the re-adaiuion, the rights of the J,,., .. re 

ao abriclged that one would hardl7 upeot be could ta.Ice pert in thl g,o•.,rn-

•nt ot th• ?90ple. Furtbenaore it mJat be reaellbered that oath1 .. ,.e 
2 

reaui reid t o be taken by tboM entericg tlJe le~l profeuio n . Theu hadto 

be taken upon the ~elist.1 arid therefore would a.ab it lspouible t or a 
g 

Jew to t ake. Sinoe the imenUoo ot tt'..e 0..th or Ab jurattor. in 1701 wt1 ch 

rece i~ed aJ.teT..-tio:-_. le.ter but whi cb oont.• ined a cleua'! u...on the t r• ft.itb 

or :..W heca.u.ae such er:trar.ee ~ to oe F•~~ by th.a ~ng <Ft tr .. c.•t.b. 

' 

c. . -· 
•• ~ ~ 1 
::: ea? t 

• •a.c. - '!. ~ .••. u.-:~ 

: i90 : : :ar. • e. 



---there wa• the clanger ot the aot not being paaeed. though now we know that 

it wa• passed annuall7 until arter the aiddle or the nineteenth oentul"7• 

The Aot ot l'TS?1 •peoitioall7 oblipct•e•er7 person who •hall aot aa a 

aarjent at law. oounoellor at law. Ba.rriater. advooate. attorn97. aotioi­

tor • writer in Scotland. Prootor • Clerk or note.17• had to take the oath or 

Abjuration. Tln.ul no Jew oould praotioe law unleaa he took advantage or the 

annual ind.mity aota. 

Furthe~re it muat alao be remellbered that aaide trom the 

statute• that -1 penait or diaqualif7 a Jew trom entering the legal pro­

teaaion. he 111W1t be accepted by societi es who ma.y iapoae conditiolit~ich 
a Jew oannot comply. 

2 
In t.he United ~tatea,one baa to be admitted to the 

Bar b7 the !Sar Aaaooiation to praotice. So the societies in ~land were 

not bound 'b7 Parlb•nt• For exuiple. the •sooiety ot Gentlemen Practtcera" 

ot the lower branch or the proteaaion and the •1nna or Court• of the higher 

branoh. - both of which are Toluntary organi&ationa, poueeaed the priTi• 

lege of gr•nting t he right to admit indiTiduala to practice in the reapec­

tiTe courts. Only those whoa the •society or Gentlemen Practhera" per­

mitted could practioe aa an attorney of the King'• Bench. And only those 

whoa the •inns' Courts• permitted could plead as a barrister-of-law in a 

superior court. No one has an inherent r ight t o enter the se organhati ona. 

He must be elected into tbeae organizations. Also, once elected. he had 

to take certain oath• and the oath ot abjuration. They could also inaiat 

that the oath be taken on the New Testament . Thus we see the barrier. Yet 

in 1710 Joseph Abraham.s was admitted as a solicitor by the •society of 

Gentlemen Practiaers" He was permi tted to omit the obnoxious final words 

of the oath of At>juration . He ia the first Jew to enjoy this political 

right. In 1833, M. Francia Gold8Jllith
3 

who he.d been admitted previouely to 

1. 
2. 
3. 

9 Geo II c. 26 
J~~ ~J.. . }""4"' 
Picc. 322 
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the aooiet7 applied to be adaitted to Linooln'• Innl and to be peraitted to 

tab the oath without the final word•· After oonaiderable dieouasion hie 

applioation -• granted. 2 On lla7 9. 1828 Irr. I.L. Goldaaitb wrote a lett er 

to the Dub ot iiellington on behalf ot hia aon 1''.B. Goldsaid who at thia 

time i ntended to praotioe i-.3 The pusing of the aot ot 1828' ..... d to 

•pell clanger to a ouatoa whiob grew up. vi & • that when a Jew took tlw Oath 

ot Abjuration u a preliainar7 to praotioing law. he ..._. pendtt ed to omit 

the obnoxiou• worda. Froa thia lett er we learn that eTen before 1833. 

Jen did partake ot thie politioal right. 

1. Byuaon p. 322 
I. J1B.S.!. •ol 4 p. 13S 
2. Pioo. P• 396 
4. 9 Geo. Iv. 
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CHAPTER 1 

THI PDLITICAL ftATUS OF THE Jiii ll 
THE AllBRICAI COLOllIBB 

Sinoe the ._rican Colonies until the "-eri.oan reTOlution were 

under Britiah rule. the a..e politioal condition. ao tar .. the JflW la oon-

oerned. ahould pr..ail. With litt le exception thh 1a true. In 1140 the 

Plantation Aot1 waa paHed wtdoh prOTided that J .. a who liT• in the '9.eri-

ioan ooloniea for seven 79ara 119.7 beoome naturalized without t alcing the 

aaor ... nt of the Lord'• supper .. nd w1 thout pronouncing the word• •upon the ., 
true f aith of a Chriltian• when taking the oath ot abjuration. Thie ape-

oial pridlege ghen to the Jew enabled many ot t ma to share in the goTem-

ment ot the colonies. Conaequentl7 they proapered here and later gaTe 

... terial aid wben the reTolut ion broke out. AJ'ter the Aevolution , the 

political atatu.a of the Jf/W on this side or the Atlantic had a great in-
2 

fluenoe in br inglng about the ~oipation or the Jew in England. 

I t ..... that i n New York , when that territory ••• under the 

rule or the Dutch,the Jew did not .~rer under ma.ny disabilities . l n 1657 

w learn SalTador D'Andra.da and other Jewa were giTen r ight• or citiienahip. 
3 

.... the Britiah took OTer Mew ~erdaa, they agreed that all4 wb.o lhe 

ta.r.. •ball continue in their r i ght• aa before. Therefore Jews though 

IWter ltUJY••ant the gOTernor a lways mani fested a apirit of antipathy t oY&rda 

5 
""-· 414 Sljoy rights or oithenahip at thia time. Later, however . t he 

d~Uitiea for the Jew i ncreaaed6 • In 1683 an Act was puaed by the 

C.lc.tial Aaaeably for natur .. lization or foreigners . Jews were excluded 
7 

traa 1 ta beneN. t • . In 1'715 legislation tor the naturalizat i on or alien 

reaidenta in l ew York wu apeo!.ti oally confined to Protestants. 8 In 1728 

1. 
z. 
a. 
•• &. 

U O.o h o.7 
Luoien Wolf - A..,rice.n Llementa i n the tte_.:>~-:. lement 
Dal7 48 6. Hayaa.son pl 256 
Del7 48 7. Daly p. 24: By-.aon 256 
Wie11111c. P.iat of the Jewa in America, p .67 8. Hayam.aon P• 25? 
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an aot -• pe.Hed naturali aing oertain aliena among whoa were ai.x J-•· 1 

On lowember 16. 1'721 the General •u•bly ot lew York enaoted law• peraitting 

J ... to take t he Oath ot Abjurat i on without the obnodoua worda.2 In 173? 

an i ncident ooourred that oompelled a deohlon aa to whether Je- oould 

enjoy t he right to Tote. Col. Freder lok Pidllipa was eleoted as repre­

sentatiTe to the General Aasembl7 tor the County or Weatohester.3 The eleo-

tion waa oonteated. In oonaequenoe or the inveatip t i on that followed . it 

we.a found that Jewa had voted and it -• deoided t h97 were 'P\Qualitied to 

vote. The argument uaed was that the laws of Angland were binding here. 

And si nce at thia tine the Jew ex>uld not vote in Engl and . he could not do 

ao here . In 1148 the Jew enjoyed all t he pri•ileges t hat the neighbors wid 

• except the r i ght to vote for member or t he Col onial asaeMbly. Thus the 

condition f or the Jew i n Bew York was not the same aa in the mother country. 

Vore pr ivileges were granted here . Yet wb6n the legialaturo wanted to 

- impose restriotiona it never failed to uae the customs and laws of England 

aa a be.aia . 

An opoosite history exiata for the Jews i n Rhode l aland f r om 

t hat which we know or in Jfew York. In Rhode Island . a t the t ime of the 

re-adaiaai on of the Jew i n Engl~nd . t he Jewe reoe ived rights of nat ionality 

at onoe. 5 Here Roger Williama ruled. He waa a powerf"ul pro, agoniat for 

reli gious libert y and when i n ~ngland he never fai led to take part in what>-

eTer legislation was go i ng on that favor ed rel i gious to lerat i on. He always 

ta•ored the Jewa. It was but natural t hat t he Jew should not be reatrioted 

in Rhode I sland at th1 a time when the J:ewport Co l ony waa founded and wag 

under the pres idency of Williama . 6 But this ~irit or tolerance did not last 

l ong. The t i de moved the other way. In 1762 Aaron Lope& and Isaao Elea&er 

l. Daly P• 44 
2. Daly p. "· A.H. ll. P· 261 
&. Daly o. 56 
s. Wiernik P· 69 
6. Byaaaon P• 255 
6 . liyamaon P• 179 
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applied tor naturalhation1 Md it waa granted. Afterward• it waa re..-oked 

by a deoree ot Superior Court. i'he argument uaed wu that ir rlolated the 

law ot ~~land ot 13 Geo II. The next ye01r. 1763, ~ we.1 paeaed t hat 

anyone other than a Chri atian ~not be ada.itted treedoa to the oolony. 2 

Thia ia contrary to what was aasured in 1662 when the 0010117 wae under Roger 

Williama. Thh show• that just before the Rnolution , the Jew enjoyed no 

political righta in Rhode Ialand. 

Aa for the other ooloniea, we know littlle about their politioal 

atatua relatiTe to the Jm. In PannqlTallia. we oan almost assume that 

Jewa d i d enjoy politioal rigbta. 19 know that at the time or the Reyol-

ution the Jews gaTe ti · MOial and ailitary aid. ~ Salo1110n, a prhat e 

wealthy Jew adTanoed t668,00?.00 t o the gonrnment and aup plied many 

otfioera wit h llOIW1· 3 It ae ... likely that Jna fared well in thh atate. 

In Jla.ryland. howeTer, the oppoaite existed . Until l ong after 

1800 Jewa oould not even li'Ye i n thia atate.' 

Aa for Georgia, the J .. a aettled there but against the ad'Yioe 

and ooneeut ot the ruling power• i n England. 5 

In General, i t oan be aa id with reapeot t o the polit ioal atatua 

ot the Jew i n the Britiah "-erioan coloniea during the period being con-

"' ... ai4ered that the Jew enjoyed more right• t han he did i n ~gland. 

Shortlyl thereafter. the Jews had a great deal of intluenoe in bringing 

about polit ioal eaanoipat ion for the Jew in England. 

1. Daly p. 82 
2. Daly P• 84 
3. Daly P• 58 
4. Daly P• 63 
5. Daly p. 6<& et aeq. 

•••GENERAL l!OTE : I n 177, the Jew her e was no longer under England and 
therefore a diacuasion of t he stat ua or t he Jew after that date 
ia not wit hin the confi nes of t hi a theaia. 



COICLUSIOB 

During tlw C~nwealth, \Dlder OU.,..r Cromnll. the tend.nu• ab 

quo or the pre•ent the•ia, the Jew •• •uoh had no politioal statu•• Be1 .,,.. 

ne1tbe1" an alien, denisen, or natiTe, beoauM of tlw taot that he wa. a 

Jew. The ..... indhi.dual aigbt be a denhen it he be olaHed in a d.U'-

rerent oategory, e.g. Spaniard and the like. Tho•• Spani•h and Portuge•e 

marrano• or oryptio Jews were Spaniard• by birth, but they bad no rights 

in the land or t heir birth. In England, tM)' 11'"4 b7 'Yirtue ot the good 

graoe• or the people. ftevertheleaa, it wa• a• Spaniards. t hat letter• 

patent ot denlzation were granted th•· The prnalent opinion b that the 

Jew had no politiou atatua at t hh tiJDe. In 19;)' opinion, the Jewa did han 

auoh standing. Endeniution h a fora ot Brithh nationality. Antonio 

2 Fernande& Carvajal waa 1l&de a denizen August 17, 1656 Thia •deni&ation 

bad already invHted hi.a with all the pritllegea or a Brit•ah subject. •S 

True he was under oertaln chil disab111tiea under which he n.• ooapelled 

to pay alien dutiea, but he did poaaeaa. t hough in a limited fora, poli-

t ical atatua. It ia or interest to note that auoh pri"filege wsa granted 

A.F. Carvajal in a few months before t he arri val of Uenaaaeh ben larael. 

Furthermore , the t wo aona of C&rTajal aho received lett.era patent of 

endeni&ation.4 In 1660 with t he acoeaaion to t he throne ot Cha• I I 6 more 

Jflffa reoeived auoh righta . Beoauae Chas. II waa liberal in hi1 polioy in 

thi• .. tter , b7 1661 1110at Jeya were endeni&ened . Tienoe the fact t hat Jews 

were endeni zened even though it may have been given thea beoauae t hey were 

Spaniard.a, yet a• Jew• 1 thi n.Ir: they po1seaaed a modioua of political rights. 

l. L. Wolt i n J.H.s.E. vol 4 p. 177 
2. R.J.B. p. S2; alao J.H.s.B. vol 2 46 and 46 
3. J.B.s.1. vol 2 p. 21 
4, R.J.B. i• 6 
6. Thomae Hist ot Eng. P• 353 
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lurel7 the authoritiea kn• that theH .... indiTiduala were .r.... Arter 

the Roble• oa•e1 the J•e including Cal"'t"ajal prot••••d their religion openl7 • 

.ill thh oolurred in •Pit• or the grudging unner i n whioh Jew• .. re eeoog­

niaed2 In hia Vindiae JudaeorU112a aeotion 7, Kenaaeeb ben larael ·~·• 

"For ••Ten 7ee.ra (ainoe 16'9) I haTe endeaTored. and aolioited it b7 lett er 

and other --.na, without intenat• 79t he did not reoeive aey r eoognition 

ot atatua. The ••alme•• ot the Moond petition of Menaaaeh ben Iarael. 

Karch 24, 1661. ~wlra ie aignitioant. The requeat ia exoeedingl7 aodeat. 

Be onl7 ••~• tor (1) proteotion in writing for ... ting priTately in their 

own houHa for worahip. ( 2) a lioenae to bU17 their dead in a oonTenient 

place without the oit7. Yet this waa not granted. Since the moat el .. ntal 

oiTU and religious rights were not granted. how could political r ight• be 

expected? 

In the aiddle of the next oentury we find that t he Jew alao•t 

aoquired the r ight to be a citiaen of bngland. Parlia.enta waa reall7 ready, 

in tact it did giYe thia r ight to the Jn. 3 But beoauae or • political 

ei tuation. beoauae of t he laok ot oourqe ot Parliuent • and beoauae ot 

the \D"ldue political exoit ...nt o r the mob. Jewish emancipation waa de-

la.yed a coa;>lete century. 

The real tight for the removal of all dieabilitiea upon thoae 

who proteaaed the Jewish rel' gion did not commenoe until 1828. In thirty 

year a . the Jew waa able to reoeiTe the oonoeaaion or omit ting the phrue 

11upon the true faith ot a Christian" troa that oath which nery one a6at 

take in order to beoome naturalised. i n or der to hold a political otfioe, 

in order t o t o praotice law and in order to Tote and in order to ait in 

Parliament. TM a ia but another wa.y of aqi~ that in 1868, to a ll praotioal 

1. R.J.B. P• 64 tt 
2. The failure of t he petition• of Doraido and of lfenaaaeb ben Iarael 

ahow how auoh oppoeed the population waa to the Jewa. 
a. .Published April 10, 1656 
3. Jfaturalhation Aot of 1753 
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intent• and purpo•H the Jew had reoeiTed politloal -..olpatlon. It b 

t rue that at tbb ti.. ._. ottioe• under the Crown .. r• •till oloaed to 

the Jn. But b)' lm nen th&ae wre opmed te hia. Sino• 1811 it oan 

t rul7 be eaid tlat the """ hu enJ07M oc.plete ~lpatlon in England 

troll all politioal dieabiliti••· 

• • • • • • • • • • 

t G~H 1:1 
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