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' c on ctruct ~~d to r ea dj u s t t h e whole . 

These diff icultiee on e n eces so.r ily he.a to encounter like-:1he 
.. 

i n our subject11 Rabbinic A&se:nbliee in the Te lmu<i , n'h ~re in a.dcition 

t c ~~ - ~bJ~~-~sntioned ~ i ff icultiea,the ~Rterial i s not very plen-

tifal -n~ 7:here;1<e ='- - :J 11:.:; , it i perb~pe a. litt l! oor o &c".ltterod. . 

/.t '>2ot, thc n., tur~ ot the sub~<?;:t ia not qu ite ao c l e1U' . bec~use of 

t '1c d i !"~ u~:it orc"..niza tions r1h ich these var ious a s na:nbliea ha d a.t 

tho v" riour ti :ne1 :..t which t~1 ey w ~r e held,th c t iff~r cnt f or:»s t hey 

~~ ~u.~ed ~t t~ea e v:i.riou G pcr iods , 'lnd the diff J~ ence in the con~itioo s 

-·~ ich l e e! to t hem ... d t h e nion wl-10 or ;;ani zed t h em . In t hll second J. :i.. .?.:e, 

of . c.,r t -:?'!lpo r c..r :; ovidonce wl'itten 1oon 9.f ter or durin~ t h e c 1ne::.t iJ. e a 

•f1 "!" ~ ii a~ co l'Jt ely or p1· · ct ic- lly • on e.In t"1 e t h ird pla ce, the Tc.1-

~udic~l wo r ka, which - r e tho ~~ in sourc ee of a ll the m~teriQl of ouT 

t~e~is , ~cr e , a e ~ who l c , compi l ed til l l~t cr , nd :r J ~~·- ~ t -~ ~o l-

~hl c to h~~ ~ c~uA o 4 further d iff icul ti et - n1 to h~v e obscur e~ t~c 



~ ield of T"l~adic ra&ca.rcb , ;nay ~e able to g e t at the core of thines 

~~~ - .. y ~ tt c~pt to ~resent · f~irly loeic al, Gencible , ~nd ~ethodicP-1 

t heory o! hoa own , even thou~h i t contai~ mn~y lacun~e a..., d errorf of 

j u~gment , ~~1ch,nc7~rtheleG , ct.:1,ot ~e helped ":.nd may b~ r egnrded ~• 

1n,: in !'C i entific motboda . Thi g ·,.,e ::l\111 ttempt to do , na.""ne l y , to pre-

t rn t t h e hictor:r o!' t.~ e gr er t, r llbb inic 't. .sembl i ea of t h o Talmud in 

tic cobellish.~c~~, ,lo cat i~- c-c~ in it propor pl~cc , ti~o ~nd ~iG-

toric"l scquc .• =a .. Te h:>v c thouc h t it beot, !'cr '; . .? pr~ccr.'..,t :> li:nit 

ou~ecl!' to t h e T~~n~itic ~eoc~jlica , eincc t hey ~lono will provi~c us 

with ~~r! ~ ~~ t~r1~ 1.~e ~ ill ther efore t~ke up in chronolo~ ic~l o r der 

.. t the Upper Chn."!lb er of Chtt.1i:.i:i..~ o en Chujc1 - h '::• r. ':inron ; t~e Ls. J~-

bl 1 of the r atb ia ~t Jabnch durin& the presi e~cy of ncooan ~am~-

therin- 3 of t~e r~b~i •, "nd ~ry t o ~:- eo 3nt croun~ s f or consid er!~~ 

..._c ee,ri, ~ie:: ""'~..:- excel l ence , trc'1.tin.: t he::i in c o:rn.!cti(' I'\ r!. t !:. the p'.> l-

i. tic .. l -°'~ inter r. l c:>ndit ior. ~ . :-: .i ::~ l ed to t~e:':l , the no tivee ~:i i ch 

J TO-Jtcd t he r abb is ~o cpll t~e~ , ·~. e j ft. · 
·i. . 1 con iora. 1:1ich tl:t:j· ~ou ~t 

to :- c:~c- ~:,· , t !: c -ict:.J .. l :;r~ceciure o~ t:.- c .- .. ~. c ,bl · .. ·c8 ~' ~ .. the 71e,. ,.u re to 

hi ch ._h ey sue cc "de~ , ·;..1 ,'i t '- c r e a:il te ':7hich · hey hi 
¥ 3 C. 3Ved , toc ether 
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r.. ~~ ~ brief analyaia of the pla ce of each aaaem'Jly ill J ewiah hi•- • 
I 
tory. 

'7e sha ll try to a tta.ila the facta 1:1.a fa.r aa they are reflected 

in th~ origin~l aourcea,while at the a a.'Dt time being e c3i1ted cy 

whRt pr3vious scho l'U'a h~ve written. Deepit e t~i1 , however,we ahall 

try to rely upon our own work to t he gre~ter extent.not acc eptin~ a -

ny theory 'Jlindl y , but aearchinG t h e aource1 ind ependentlyi:i.nd , a c r~ r 

~e ~9 are c~pabl e thcr c~~ .1ntolli5ently . 

• 
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CHAPTXR om~. 

T!<E ASSE.illLY rn THE UPPBR CKA!.iDD( 

j)~ CHISKI~ .J::::N G.r.RON. 

,7" A )OF cr..t.N,'JJ IAR 

The period between the year oG a nd t h e yee.r 70 ,when tho re

b ellion of t h e J ew• ·' . .g~inst t ile P.oma.n • wa.a c ru•hed,"Rh en t h e Second 

! E>::ipl P we.a dcatroyed e.nd wt.oi:l J eru•a l cc 1.a a c r..pture c! by T 1 tua, ':Ta.a 

q, v ery ctor1ny &.nd exc i tiJ1g o~u, f r a uc;.'lt with grea.t eignif ico.nce f or 

t h e survival of Judl\iam.Revolution EUld unreat wore ra.rnpa.;it.T~c trou

t' l ea of the J ev.-• , &ti=-..rt in;& ••1 t h the beginr.i.ig of t h e Rom;.n occup&

tion of Paleatiae , had continued unbroken v er cine~ they had come 

un er t he coatrol of Rome.For ~:ui] a year t h ei r lo t wa s very un-

he p~y; t times t h e ir cond i tion•~ • ur-~A'U' ~b le, a.~ th~ ~ere f a.ct 

the t the:; >lad l o ct thoir indepesi dence "D '.! wer e 11ub ect t o -i f or-

0 i:r c ~nt ilc n-:tion provoked nnd irr itc..~ J d the~ :- :.i ther~o free :?pi

r 1 t . Cond i tiona r 'lpi J ly &r .o! ~'fOl'ao , o.nd wi t h thl! d ea th o! At)::' i:pp?. , ~:10 

11i -ht h "!.ve A.Ct \ld f:\. D r.n int er medi1>:.ry 1: ctwcen th e Rooa.n 11 '\lld tr.c J eT;o 

'""Vi with ";hom t he i r l fl at ;ernbl r nce of i nd.e!i ~., icnc e peri shed, t h o lot 

of t h e .1 t Tr& ~ ec -;.::i e nbco l utely unt r.n 'l.b lc..For o::i:- t hi rty j'Citr o t h e 

procur~tv~s hAd ~round J uda& dowu wi t h an iron hoel,tl\X i~r ~nd op-

prenia~ t'lto people bi!yond r. d..ira nce . '"'h e h"'-tred of "o:ie wh ich t :1 e se 

t h ... t Y.''le for e i ,;n, of t :1e unoff enc!i:l:; f or a i ;:n ileo.t~enfl a 11 well -s of 

t t hie tl-ne f1. r rty ~pran . .. .., i n .; ud '?0 ·.~i"t?l th e nvowed iA · 

~o ::t.e , ·1ot e\" n ai:rink in f r o::: "ln o..., n c l a zh ~ith t heir p • rcecut~ ra. 

The~~ -e~ e the z e'l.lota .Ot hera th~re wer e wh o ~~~t ed pe~ce 'l. t ~ll 

i>ell ion c.:i :i to m1l itt:U"y f o r c e . -hi s 1va e t h e pc:ice p r>.rty .Mence , t h e 
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~ewi~~ peopl e r.a e.iu the rna.ia,1pl it up iato two o ppoaiac f~ctiono :. 

t h e zealo ts . or w~r ~~rty who, an~ered ~t t he sufferin3 1 t~ey h~d to 

unJer~o,,rovo ked c.t t h e unrestr a ined bol 'i."lcas and l ic ense of t h e 

inv~der a o~ t h e ir holy 1P.J1d,wer e stri7iAb t o t h ro ~ o~f the Roman 

:,·o !el , ~"ld wer e cager to regain th e ir pol itic~l indepe!'ldcnce wh ich 

t hey had loai little by little , begianiag with the appen.ra nc c of 

P.ome i:1 '·c. r:~:- n :.a h. Uinor soon S'lf t c r t h o ._, l o r iou1 defea t of t h e 

~yrianc u~der t h e "'acc&b cea: IJ.ltd the peace part y who , thour)l reali -

~in~ the actu- 1 ~t~to of rll'f~ir• ,reco3niz od ~loo t r.c ~ut illtj of ~ 

~tru:::: :.:. of p"Jn;; Iar:u l ~geinst the .. ict.res s of tr. e - orl d . a.nd p er 

c~ivec t~P..t i t · ... u b oyond tncir power to help t hemeelvea . Th e too 

cecut iono and the '1.buae 'Z':.-:. i ch t:~c:: vnrc -~orce~ to "a.-ider e:c, but pa t -

i cnt l y waiti eic; : o:- better d a ys . t hoy j1$\.d p i?r su·::.ded t h oma e lvc s to :::.-

lon2~i t o ~~e ~e l o t p - ty -n. ~n~ r o~ th~ ir vi ~~• t o a g r ee t ex-

t ent,wh ile the t.. ~ ~ -.i: n 1e1 ~ :i ri r. h schoo l h·.<i ~~ fili;.t cc t::e::: -

r eu~in ad tru~ .:md loya l to the gr ea t principl e • f o r 't1h i ch i tG : our. -

PU~ f o llo--:er8 , ";ne "11adL-::r,.i tea , ::ero t :-ie refor e ver y ar C.cr. t in t h ei r 

row~r n t?.t i o!'la l circle . ino cul'it~ri b:,· t :iei r r -.~:: -r with t '1e intentc ,,,,--

old i astitutiona, ;i.nd i mpreg na ted '.'lith h~tred 7.ga.in s t t he "'o r 1.; i _ 
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i ~ "'!t zv ,..!' r t r ::m- sr f'ot:10 l d on thoir b eloved coWltry and h e.d now 

••cc e edc.c! 111 contro l l !.?l.; i t 'b o lut•l .. •.They, were the moro con t' er ve.-

t ive . the more risi d.They che.fc.l a ll t he mor ~ under t h e f ore i e;n yo k e . 

i h er efore it iB qui t e in keeping with their attitude thPt we fi~d 

t he She.mma.i tea ~l~ay~ ll • l' r.> n Y.l , ncver cr in their inter pr e t a t ion of 

the l~~ . ~~y~cially lar.c c~ lcul~t c~ to kP.ep t h e peopl G ~epP-rP-te f roo 

the Gentilec , to p~~'£nt a:r.~ porr i bl e r a pprochl?!:lcnt betweer. J eTi &nd 

non-.:ct1 , ·:.nc t o prot ... c t the pcop:c f°l·or.; the fo 1·cicn ctr e"':::i ~:; :::;o~nc of 

" ~~11 of ~ lic io -nction~li•tic ~tatuteo . 

Tr.c. ~illelit e• .on th e oth er hand took a 1t nnepoint di #\lnet-
' 

ric clly o~po cc~ to t t.' t o! t. t S~rur.m~itea.H&llel h~d b een born in Ba 

't::;lon, .:ull! theref or , although l':..? hrtl d~oted h h -:;~olc l ife to t~e i n-

tcreet~ o~ Judai ec .~c w~c no t go obnee~ed ~ith t~e onc- ridcd nP-tion-

<.? l ist i ~ : cc.~ .~~ w1 1 u~ec. to l i ·ds;r:: ~ii t.. r e for e i .:n ... cver mr.cnt " nd 

f or t h i c r eaao~ coul not b~ e~ ~r.tcr.= ~ :r. hio l ov e for PP- : ~. t i~~ 

c!' ~. ill c l, t.ho l:-:d ~cc:-: i =b uod Y.it.h t'ie (.ocir inea o f t 'l" i r 

f ounder, thE i dea of livin~ es auLjeC t£ o!' a !'or ci t n power w~t not 10 

'1bbo:-:-cr: t ra it wr r. t o the S:-.a:..:!.ail.ui . Of cour e , t l-)'t! ' 'f'oul d have p:: tJ -

:'r eedom, lJ t t:.£:,. ,' i d 1Dt r ( .. '.r.: t t.eir l ot Il l euff ic1ent l :f un-

l>c~r r.'i) ! c t o '.'LI':' .r:t t:iei::t l'cCldt:Rc plt;n r h:c; ~~·.iJlonr into r rtru ,:-;::l c 

=ilit 'U'y ~~chin e of t. i o~ory . St~ll a~oth~~ irnporta~t f~ctor 

!' i.cto r uhic~ :;.-:; i:.":.VP. contr ibut ed i n no :'c-_., rc~:- co to C:e~er-

p "'Pee . They cxt cc c!cd the ir i;l r.nc e fa r b~yo nd t!~e narro-:. con~ ine s; o!" 

t o t he flour i r;h i n;; J c:r.ii:l" co.:-.:::uni ti cs:- in ::. rb~• lor.b. , in :.1 e:r. 

Pncri8 , in Rome , nno in other pl~c ec .They rn y have r enli7.ed t~at open 



0 

r e oellion ~c~inst Rooe and a policy of eazi:ity toward the heAthene i~ . 

~ ener~l would necenc.nrily reault in the deetructio~ of JerucRl em,~nd 

in t h e p er 1ecution o f the Jewa i~ a ll pa.rte of t~e th•~-kno~ ~orld . 

Thes e e~tre-Pa.l.catini~ 11rr-olit e e wer e rcreot e from the Tee ple an~ 

in d&ily c lo ae cont.,ct with the he;;.t~ ~nc, r_r.c1 it proba.bly entered t he 

!' ill el i tn' mind t h'l t. Pny re~trictionz or d iRcri.nin-- tiona( !Hi/ )-

~g~intt t.he h ent hene ~ould aerve oaly to m'\kc t h e &trugc lc of t r.e 

fore !c~ Jew for exictcnc e mor e d i~~icult a nd provoxc t he h~~tr.~no ~-
• 

f"'""in s t theo '121 t }l e rr.o re . Th h vi l'."•' , advance.l b y Grr..etz, c\cn t :"loUch it 

c~r. no t b e ~1 ao lut~ly proved , i~ yet very pl~ uaible and eensible , ee-

pccially in viei\· of t h e repr1•~la v;h ich t.he hc'lth cnc took up aga inct 

at..,tc ~t grea t.er le::ic U. on a auo c;equent p oce . Th e mor e f'lc t the.t me -

ruret deai;;n &?C: to r n. ice up i:. wa ll botll en t h e Jews e.nd the non - Jw.s 

rcu l d uncc:ir.b l:,• t<X..> ..l:rv t~ .? -:..r.tq;onirn: ":ld r esentment of tho hee.thcno 

iE cufficicnt proof o~ t h e p l s uaib ility of Gr~etz 'c t heory .For &ll 

t h ese retc- sone ~he : i ll o l i t.c t; f'! cre D') 'I,) 
. I · . 

r1ent .T~ i£ n~tu.rr lly r-xo~~c~ tr.£ Sl.rur.mn it. es ~nc t he ott.cr ~ "her entc 

~oubt, ) f r.ot tt.c :r.- jority . !t CU!;e:lCC?'CC n~ tr ec' between t :. c. t wo p~r-

t ion. iopo ~~ ih le . Thc c?':r~c coulc be def c?'rec fo r P ti~e tut i t wan 

';)~!"ti c r. ere "' Ycrtcc ':>..?c - 1.:cc the m- jorit:; of t h e peopl e ·:·;1c ~ t ill 1n 

r~vo~ er t~c ill elitc~ -...r.< b ec~u~c G~~li el t~c Fir:t ,~ illcl '~ 

t r nr.t'FOn , 1.v vl: ::r. inc to SC{' t •l'·' i. t)-1? rf: lr tion~ bet. CCr. t~ c }:c&thCO G 

~nd t~~ Jcwo rem in cc unGt.r ~ in cd .In a·d ~tion , t~e politic~l co~diti-

cr.. c l"Cr <' not co n ~r ious: . B:>c, t~e:; .,.. ,~r e , but th oy wer e r:ot unb e&rabl~. 

Ut Un,1rr ~"' .. "1·. ·-'c1·-.. h 1"p o"' ,..,.,. ,, li e l 1 • c "' c:- 1· t.• c:: ~ ( """ ?O) - ... ... -· ~- v o .• , ., :::on .:c econ ... ~ ... - , 
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'Ou t t .: e S'l- - run:- it ea w ~r c C "'~rj ed :i lon~ os: the W() V"e of popul:or o pi::ion . 

~h~ sr."::::n"'iter :~in cd the up;~r h~nd tempor~ri ly ~nd public ce~:: -

mcnt v~~rce t o t he i r • i c~ ,, :_. !' r o;r. t r.e :Pill P.litec,~o h::.~ hith erto 

.. ne pt!::- ~cc~tiq; their br et:11· on in Y"rhav.a l :;nda ,h :> d ec!voc r tcd mo -

or .,t~ t :.- eo t~cnt of th en "'n h~d oppo s e d ~l l l P&i l ~ tion ~hich ~oul~ 

tc?:~ to ~r. · :.tcr t he - 1:.r ttEfy .. tr:c h hJ ;cl - tior. t b- t weor n J ew a nd Gen 

tile .~e S~-:.:ii·, it ec b<. li("Ve thP t tr.c t iir.e ~"1 coi:.c Tlh N! t h ey could 

ect t h :.-cu ch •.; itl':ou t difficulty t 1.c.ir lon::- - ..:h cr i r~"~ l .. ws "'~-. ir. ~ t t~~ e 
( :. ~ 

h ee t hene.For t:r. i r en con ~r.e Sh-.::r.~:.. i t"n 1 <'1<:' ti~:? c..!.-" l •.Yno .1 ir: t.~e 
( 2 ) 

:~ rr ~t o r u. ) ... ,er c h· mbc>r o~ Cn:-n· r. i ' !t b ... n ~j.i r.!:i ·.i: b en Ce.ron , " pro -

rn in -:nt r; =:ib er o: t hl!ir , ... rty , .... syao J ~ tt~nded b y r~bb ir. , leg inl r tol'G , 

.. n d ~oli tici~cs ali~c , a ot a t eoent which j ~ l ikel y ev en t houch t he 

tourc~!' :-t l"" t El l it t l r :1 :: t c t :--. e porror.ell c o!' t:.e. s..: t::b l y . T:: ic .. c -
( 3) 

c r c t " :::: c~oly i7".),J , r.o ~oc.t t , bC!~-c.::c t h e Ro mr n o 

mi cht ): -. i· ~ nr evfrit er. i~ if i t h nc' been 'l' c. l c! in t he r e -ul r r :- remb ly 

nj)- c c in .'."crur Pl en: , .. ir:.c c • .. he Ro . .:: n t 1.< f. _. ir uo l ver.!. th e S .... n~ edr irt • n d 

c e n :!>T '-'VioU!" t ::.crc '..o h- (1 t --kcn - ·::·.y !'rom it t~e v r.r iour po er& 
( 4) 

-!l id. t h e S"r.h e drir: h i:J h i th er to E-x e:-c iac.e i::.no t'1e:, we r e ~.oune to 

e-r of ccr t -- i r. ty . :uf~icc it ';o - :· t~ - t t~e n:ov t r ?..b i d f-~1"'-::r it t-a 

r :-tb i , i.;lt:.ou;.'1 c er t a in pc. u : r-c.t: e E.ee;; to it. C. ic ~ t e 

At t h i ;;yl:o c;. , i1a tisa te C:. b y t h e St.arnm.a itea , to t1h i ch t he 

l !:'~rer e •·nc! :?'Jln:,t of t !: e prcmin11r.t Hi l lelit e e Tt ere un cuspect i n l y i~-

v i ted , ~fter 
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ptrt throu~h ~i,hte~n ~cP~ures , knoTm in Tr lmudic~ l li ter a tur o 3 s t h e . 

111 n1• , cer tur a of repri11r l dir .. c t ed - cr.. in:-t the h _- t hen c , ~nd 

~hich f orb .. d a •r.y i2t er cour le or rel~tion Ehip wh~ teo ~v~r betr.e ~n Jew 

.. nd Gen ';.ilc; ntH' 1.:re• , T'h i ch , 1 1\:c t l•e prieot l y <!ccr ec o~ o!d , ... cr c en

.. c ~ a~ i n ord er to set up R Tr ll o~ oepr r nt ion bct~ ecn J er qn. nn~-

.7cV1 . TncEc lt.~·n wer e pl' end b : • t h i rr econcil 'tle - r.' t ern SI'. .,.m:;;n-

it ~ ~ da~pi t c th~ deoper to reri 5t ~ nce cf t~e ~i ll ~l iicc , Tho -s~ v er y 

-ir .. t t he Jcr.c. . 

117 fl ''' ~orLL one o~ t~~ ~ost . .. in .. ... r -

t cok pl·"'· · ... · ~ : r CG o~ E? C. E . I t ropre£cntE ~ rr~ ic -l d~p~rt ure 

II' j ... ,_ ,, u r. i: : e- ! ' .. i 

:>ictur 

... 

= i !.or. . 

l :. :-: t , .. 
.... -

,,,. .: ., ~ .. ... .. 
: t. a :i o ~"' .1rr -.. . -

,. r or• ·1 r; o 1 , . - z: · ~:; · 

. "' ... . 

.. - .. · 
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it~=~-~-. oe - !> l ed , ":\n d .~r.,.7.;mted t :1em fro~ l savinG. Ouce i"aide,tl:e 

Sh-:.,~--it o e · .:.:J ::.ndad t:? ,t t:--e 't'illclite; cubzcrfoc to t he :ne~aur e~ 

_,~i"'°! ~~e:· ... ere :propo in- -,::-inr t '1.!'.e he t :-.en& . Tho. Y. illelites -v cr e <lt 

... irct 1 i so..,tisfied . Si noe t~ey ·-:ere politic~ lly a nd r eli : iousl:; .!lod-

:>')-:>!of ~o,.~i lity . 'i:il. ..ia t h e ··111..?lit e a ' t first tri-2.! t o reGiat, ?>ut 

n .: t crti r;; n turc but \r!'! i c:1 n ov _rt'; e l e6 o evi <.l entl;, .;:ontRlne ~ 

!1.?. l o : trut''l -:.nd rel i'b ility , ;..ct :.ir. ::~· :>t to3 t:i t oome. o!' t~t? 

·: er e ::i ::c:: i r. 

r it ..., ,.. .. _ .. ·- -

t ' · ir 

.- . 1· . .> 

.. . . . e .1. l .. 1.1 ~ 

.. • • it: 

. ~!' c i 

~ ·-,.,, .. -

. . i :: . . - !.:.. ~ .. ·~ ·: c , (; \.. . . ,, ~ 4. 

t'; i c C .. '?H.1' 'le -c -· ( oL r e-

··o t c 

n 

in 

h - F. : :.· " ! :: i"": : : t " c ~ 1 010 :. r.. ~i a -

• ";J 



l~ 

t he t i::o bc ir:.c , ·it ! e-;.c t , .... :'l~ 4" -,.r cc~ t:-:c::i to sub acr ibc ttJ t h r-i r ~i 11. 

rne ~ i lclit e t!I !" .,..~.r d. c '!;'1.e d- :: o:i -:7n i c}: th::sc r eoo lution a ·uer e put 
(7) (8 ) 

t'-1::-ou~li (9th o!' Ad~ , 06 or 67 ) fa .i. d-y of t;r e"t r.ii cfortun e , -.;,. 
( 9 ) 

, ·oe -

i'ti c :-<'-- ;- ~ · t c ::;. ~d '4"ro:-: ,.;.~!'er .1 t -vie."'J>Oi!1to , ,c·or :Hnc -r !':E: · 
( 10 ) .. 

"" :-··-, - :'liz~d ·.- 1t:1 t;e on ~ or t'-. o~:-. er tcl:c ? l . .Or. •• "·~;b i r t - t c'! 

<:-· · .... 

;,;, ic.· ·.1cr c b our. : :.~ 
( 11) 

' c "'r. 

... iic: . 

i.:port •• ~ r.c ;cion? T:-:.ic fr -: ~a r. ti on -;-·hic'I: ii . ot c-:. -

r ntionr tl:e '.?.CS CC::lbly , ·aeo no t ;;. ~ "" 1.c "ln:; of t:'1. e , _:a 

- • ....... -.·.-. t ~ -'--" '2 -,· .... -. c . ·." .. o -"cc.~' .... . .1 ·-ii poi·..., .. o"" 
- ·• .J -~ • · • J 't J..H a\. • 

j) ?"o-: - :t~· · ·-e ti o~ t ' . c "'- =•.::-:1:,.r)sourcct , i.c . :"ie ~ ..... o ':" r. l u·111 , 
I l~) 

~;" C P e~t ~0~!' e :~fC~~~ t :Ct G 0~ ~1 ht ~ :~ ~CC!' ~Cr , .-ch -o~~ inVOl~ ~ 

t,.._c other . '!':: .. "' e - r e f our. .l in Jcruc':- 1-. i S;.1.. 'b -:th 
( 1 3 ) 

'.;!:-t!" :~h-17'!= . '!':· ::- : ~!" t:.e :::? li ::~a e.r e e?1tir e -



1( 

.. 
111 fl • 1 . It is evident f r om ·h t we h '"' ·:e "' lr (. ~ dy 

1 ~~rnec o' ~~e n"' tur c ~nc ~urpo:e of t~ ~ ~&zembly t h-t l~~· coJ=ern-
. ( 14) 

i'!C '?er umcll , -9.'bout d.r i n!:ins unclean dr i nka , a bout ~ 1 7" not b einc 

ruch ~~ ~r o :Dent io !'l eC. i:i thecc ti: r a e f icti t ious ~nd leGend~y '.c~-
,_:f-

ount& , could h~vo been dacr eod a t t h e eyno ~ .Only l"'~s decr ce in sb ~o -

" 
l ut e ::ep:u-?.tion " ro!!l t h e ~en t. i1 <"n t nd Ron: ~ na , ·.i.nd : orb i C:1' ina !l.l l in-

t cr cour ee wi t :., ";~e:::? , coul :: h~• :. "j en d iGcustcl4 er. ! 5 c · lt •. i t h •.. nd 

~~ese oi=~ teen l~. 1 h~ve b e en ~o dee down to ua ~l~•t int~ct i~ ~ 

I , 7.'.:'h i " int. ererti..1..; P"'- !: " ._; !! r end~ ~c follo-c : 

(lG) }l l' !' );J 111 .\ ( l 5 ) J/'1 / .J. 'flt /i 11..if\ ;v ' 1 'J/)7 

' ( 17) 
)17 • / IO ) ,.i>I 11 '.l ) JJI j:sP/fl .)>!/ DJ •• ~>11 , .. '\J'l.A j ,.>/ 

arnuJi7 ~~/ 11?)·n,1 ~, }i7'n1.){) )~/ /'7?'.)UJ J~/ /'l'UJll.J ) µ / 

.) » J / •1'J l ) >' /'1 '.) t.lJlf) .),.JI ))1 1r .))1/ / Jt ;JJ.) ))/ 1J J1 'b11 .)~I 
: J ~ ' l 1) l ) ..i>J / i/ 'Jt I J l. 

::'::o:n tl':ie it i per!' ect l.• c l ov tl1 ~t - t the n:-n:> d Hlc r ~· 

-·re Jf>. c:~ c fo r b i ddi nc the u c:o of til e h 1J'lt !1ena ' br l!A d , ch .. e c ; wine, vL:-

: .. ~ r , b r in cs , o r pic!~l ini:; f l uid•, apicea , 7 a.r ioui food art iclea , forb idd 

in: the u:c o f th eir i ~ n:ur-c ng deer ~ i nc ~:r inct ~c ccptins ~r. ~ ir 

: : c-:.,:. "lony . Tr • .? .. ecr6eG f urthcr ;:io r<l a tc.ted th' t the !lc.'3. t l!ens no l on -

--. rrb .. r e be t t.'t!n Jfm ~.ne t.'):t - Jc:; wr. :: ~o 'be to lcr -;. t ed . Tl,c. 1 ·, t:.._::. i n t 

';:- i...; i n_; [' ift c r.ind ~ir&t. f ruito W'l r r.o louut ci .i.r..?Ctc.u a.-~ jr, t t r.e 

~c. .... ne , .. ::o .. ::\. ~l: "'.1n.'7lr> i t e h~ t ed :-1 tout l y Il a ~1. o:.r · i ! t : e o t :. er 

"" er t;1C'n • ~! -J .. :- t.r.c pr c,,7 irions of t h i I: :ocr ee no :;if tr o~ a. J k i ri d 

~~~~r pur,Q e .7h t t:i e ~O~"' n ~ -~ ~r1 · ~~ ~ ncc ~~ to ~pj to br in~ pr . -
l 18) 

i r i:"' ' :.::' t e"' i n .Jo t1 "' ")huc , n:icr~ it i c Gt" -
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~1Cd ";h- t _, i n c ivi du:'!. l ruling we.a ml'\.de -J.Gain is t 4ccepiing - ifts f rom 

t . ~ :1c:'l.t h ens f or t '!'". '!'or.;ple but t l~ lc~isl r.tion pl\s e~d a t the ayno e 

d aupcr e c~oJ a ll · ~cr ees of inJividu~la .Boei! a , c :~ce 

:ro eT>'hua ct"lt e t!'la.t Elen.Z" t ben 1UA.P.nia a p crsuac!0d the pri~'t • not t o 

rcc ept r- if!. s , it ia ev i dent th~t up to t h e time of t he '11 7 ,, .. , t hrro 

~~a ~o ab ao lut e l aw r.,c~intt it . The tQ;;le would ftO doubt a p p l j to t~c 
( 19 ) 

!)roh i b ition of oil , i .e. tha t up to t h t imG of th~ / 17 fl•' t~cr c. 

'7::.o no l aw ag:l. i 1ut uaing he~then oil , and t hat it reated \'I i t.h the in

divi duP .. l Plc~e ::h ether t o uae it or not , but th~t the e.b s-,lute l llw 

foThi dnin~ qll 1uba equo~t uae of he~then oil wa.1 l a i d do~~ a t t h • 

~:rno d .Theco ,then , ~ i th t h e addition of the pr ohibition P-bainat oi l, 

hic"i , s.e we ~ave ~~l:?. in od in .. ote 17 , ':'l'l.a moat l i!rely inG.d7 ert~u 

t entl7 o~ittcd f rom t he liet , ~..: o the orl; in~l ) .17 fJ '' whi ch tr.e 

hCJ!m:~itoa decr eed ~G~in ot t h e hea t h en a, i ncluding t h e Ro~~.J\1 .Thoy 

er ~j na a ~er.ns o~ A~t ion~li= inz tr.e Jewa , er ected ~..n i:o~r::io unt -

11l; l e lil'!rri er t..otween the J ewa <:lO<! tho n ou - Jn• , and tirr cd up t he 

r ~li - ioua fe~l in " ~ ... the J eita 1\1- " i :t at t:1e o:.it c!..: r 1 . 

Ti: ~:- e iD only one .... n 11-;ntion cd in a l: t·.e vr>.riouc; 

" it:.-:r ~-~- t t1 c d'!.t ~. conc.!rn!.!"' - t~e ~tJ1er.bl~· t~ t}: t .i.1e t)': , 4?ct -

in,.. -;-:.s ;n-jt t en :town r.e:-c -· '?r .. c. -r-r 

-·, .... - r e:ne:nbor ed n: i l e t he l ee& i ;·:;or -

<! re ~or.:ott or.,'>!" it -::r :r l:, ,. !.=11irn tivc c t~" ten' - :ic. · 

· 1~ t!o;"l..?ci i n -.1 1 the sources , a.nd 

-~sc-· !.;; ot.":c1 'h::i.n tl: t it. i:. :' p !.:- :: c il. · i r ·.c u~e . t:J ••. i .ni ~'1 
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16 . 
tO ~~~c been quite ~n i mportant per1oaa.g• in hi• a eaeratioa ,aad the. 

Brea te1t year• of h i• life were f rom 65 to to c .~ .He came f roo a 

vcr:i ;11c' . l ~~1y ".n i no b l a f aoily, t.he family o!' G:iroa,h11 &r8Jldf ather, who 

wtJ.1 highly r eepootc~, 'J.9 i• evidenc ed by t he :Pct thri.t in the .. i ahnq. 

nd in the other 1ourceo the name1 of both hia f~ther t:hi1kiah and of 

h ia are.ad.father Goro• are plaoed , a thins which '1"l.ppon1 v ery r arel j· , 

i " n t "' tl in o 1.her C'l.1ee . t:h1-:..r. .nia.h h i r:iaelf had CJ. on ~li -l =cr , and wa s 

~nd w~• not ~~ f or hi• rich•• n.nd wi1dom. All the 1ouroe1 agr oe t hat it 

-":. a he who •~t up ~ 1 ni _ht upor. ~ c ert.-.in occJ. ion ·:.l: ~n t l. c boo!t or 

Ezeki ~l w~• in da.nger ot being rejected f rom the Bible Ca.aon on the 

s round th~ t it(Ezakiel) contr~dic t ed t~• Hi bl e( i . e . Levit icus ~nd 

"'Jeuterono .. :,• ) c.nd bur:l ~ up t hr o ~and.r ed cruile1 of "midJli~ht . oil" 

in ~ ouccc4J~ul ~tta~pt to h~r~oniz theoo a i f . orenc • • ~r.e~eby •~
~ ":. j 

~!r. :; t": .... book f:-'.>= ~ · ~in h i dc'rn y,· :; , or pl" Cettl i1l the Apocrypha.. 

n ection -: ~ ~,.. t r • er.crbl y , fo: t he : _c-:: o . . : : ::nc _:- :i !.'!t..., ";· .J .,;:- .:: - t n c:: 

of the ac t ~G per~orllmd !n a~ · in~ Eze '~• ~or p~1t1ritJ it ·~~n-
( 2 1) 

t..,neoue ~nd irir.~.J:o . .c· \ r'li "\~ 1 li 1:1:.'11c , ~".) "';•~:1 or wit"'l iii • b'Ul 

/.ll;J'' p ) C ,. .. , ... c • .. .s .. ... . . :,,,,, -- ~ -- .. . 

• ·> i n :"!. 

!: ii 
(2~) 

tu! l o : a l t :• o t ::e p ~ople wo.ild b 

. ' .... 
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•• 
in b'l'b! i SQ'ub;.th ".!~~ . "4;.'~" ~fl r d. 1 11 Chrui'\J\ i llh ·· n\S h it brtu d( f.)1,,.'7 / 1'l ' JJTI ). 

~ 1 ""l:i Jr of t h e Sha.2.1. ,•\it e1, but he en j oyc;1 :l goot1 n q,,,,"le w.o~:; t;:c li il-

1 :>l i t u ~ .., 1. , '1• h !>""'>78 d by UiP ~ ac t that t ""e:r ca'll up to "Tieit 

~ im , ~ ~·~ itt: whjch woul"\ not ha.v e b een t h • ca 1e unl••• i: o anjoyec" 

~ in or·· r t~c .... :t-

t oe =~ .~ :' Y. i 

n· ~! ove=~win; t~ ~ ~i • :iL c~ . ~orcc ~ t h em to P vo t e 

}i. r co:,• t~c s· ..... "'. it .5 a at t ':r .ou_h t h eir 1?.i..:;h~e en <:ecreec ac"inct 

; '! ~~':'1 - T .::::c . c:-.-.n .ni ..:: 1 c p~. :-·. i .:i t · .e ~aae-:.'bl~' :-..uc t ~eve bcc:1 th'?.t of 



...10.Jl i nt c:-entod ap.ec t e.tor . H h P.i dee - de csunp J i d t h oir work nobl y • ,.11d i t. ' 

,.c l'?~nc t:~3.t nobo dy ou•pcc t od Ch,,nAni".h od 'Join3 in tho 1cheme . :,t o.ny 

r ~ t o ~10 r ot ·\ino t he -.#ood will of t he "'l i l lcli toe , he i • r e!:;'U'ded "Jy t h? 

"ubcequent r:-1.bb i a ,, a re1" t bollef' nctor o: J'ud11i sm, 'ln C, hi o n~J i c 

:'l::' -:? .. or v ed , '1f!'-. eren1 tr.a S~ac. .~ i tic nobl u; 'l!ld ot::er c':i ef t ' bu "' n<l ~u-

t!·.c ::- G of t . e ~ nombl ·1~ve been ontir cly f or;;ott en or ii...nored . Chl\11-

":ii-..r. 1 a Sh'J.m~n" 1 tic ~f 111 " t io:u ee~1 to h"Ve be ..!n over l oo kod il1 vi it\'1 

o!' hi lit er "i":f 'lctivitie1 in t1?h-:l f o :' h ie f:>.itr. •. e i s: the l P.o t i m
{2~) 

'POrt ,,nt "'lo1:iber or t'1e G"'ron f .. .:1 i l y . 'ti c "on !'li 7. Jr i o 1nentioned onc e 

or tr.ice but nothin.:: imports:ult ~ . G" i Ci. P..'Jout h i m. 

1 i7 r• 7.1..r'" t~er 

~nc t he : e· t ! cnl! p~ ... ned 

.n d ispr; tch , ~ut lit -:. r r r:: .iov urncm t , l'; .. ic .. , l:oo. ... \• r , in 

... n~ ""ivt.r. out by c :; n ni ,, "n·' "'ir v icto.y :>"' r ty:'o r t h e yur pot c c~ 

'"ti·-ul "lt ~n-- t ' \,.. i:1 'r. r :1 , ' .rt. o . '.. . .... pco:>l c '"n · :.nc:pirin ... t h'-::: to 

t.o u~ 111 

" ~ ron . .. :: 

'J:'\ 
. ' ·• . ~ -ti -i .. ~ Y '"o::> ! l) o~ t\.. r t :: .... ,. l o t ~ •nar " t ic"l , t~. \? :: -:. ~c:-!. t:t o!' . -. 

.. . . , .~ -~:- r 'l'J i c.4 ,.Up!)?rt ?ro of c: . . r. r J ~ ""' n.' th .. Ch ... . 1 i tic ~r,.rt:r . '.11 - .... -· 
i C::' !:'..: "\n~ t il· e, 0. t rc !' .. .. 

""-~ c !' .. , .... f') 
... v RoL .. ..r: .l . r., 0 .... t• .. .u i:1r.u. .~r bl c 

o"" unity n inr.pira.t.ion , .. _ f ..:.;lin: ;.~:.ich ~~de -..o"..k -md pun~ I r;r -:.ol 

~tro11.: ·r.o '.l.~h to conb'" t for t "'r"c l;;:l.: yc~...ra t~e mi _;. ty hoo t c o!' t::a 
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lfo::iw z , -:.:" d \?hie}·. r10 .ild h exe :m u.bled ! ere.el to l 'l.u.;.'1 a t t he Rom~a 

:-n ~ to ~ .. v e .:ai n t.11 t he f i 1l"l victo :i.-y , 2ven as t h e P 'lrth i s.na , b:,' t he ir 

indomi tnbl e u ill "..nd courn£e , evor r esisted the Roma.na,wer e it not r or 

t h e. ~~lit in the r ank• form• d by the pc~ce ~dvocntee . Tna d ecre e s ~

~"~en ed in t he ~elU't• of t he p eopl e ~ fec lin of hctrod and cont c~~t 

~ o !' tna r.oa t hcns , u.nd t hel" e s ee.ns t o be no oubt thr t t h ey \?er e ca.r-

!'ie out l'li l line l y in ~11 t h e ir ri cror ~or mq,ny ycs:rs e f t er the event. 

T"lis ;va.11 o!' a epr:tr'ltion has l P..•t ed throu .;hout the c entur ica .!''3.ny of 

t'he dec r e co o.r e obaor v t.d by the Reform J oi7S; , more b:,.· "t!'le Orth odox t o

"'Y, <W .t it i t my °!> ('li ef' °th" t the c! c r e c n of Ch;u1 "l.n i~ did mo r e t o 

c ~ment t c !) n p l : to:c.?t~1 er f or it ~ hc.?:-oic i·c:: iato.nce throur..r.out t he 

"" :e:: ~·1an ~i~ tl:o ri tu·\ lhm o f ::z eki ol ·..r.d. of t:1e Pr i e otly Co eo , 
!K t 

~ ritu" l it;r.i whi~i1 l oct itG i mportance "-ftar t h e y eo.r 506 , a.n wh i ch 

co•.ll " VJ:> t be obc er \e , ~t: 71:1ich ?i .331l~·:i con :- t a.n t r einfo r c ement a.n d 

"" t r lln ";t:. enin~ .=ze!<iel \?8.S out. t h e .:°'.l 'o.- :..:; Of r"_tl i mpr a ctica l dree.-ner; tl:e 

Priest l y Co ~e co~tribut ed ,it i s truc , a gre~t d e1l to t~e ~cpa.r ~tion 

of J en "' nc! h2~t::en , '; "14.. t :i.c co~rc:i... o~ Ch'lll ".n i-J: .: .. t ller ed up t ho aca t 

t e::- c ·' t :-ir ou:u 'l:-1..! 7"c -: e t11er~ i nto ~ ctron:; C"lb l e , a A''? whi ch hl\I 

bound I er~el tobmther and has ~c t ed as~ cuidc ~ope c1~n t ill t o day ,, 

"\ ro!>~ wh ich h i;.:: pr e e r v e,. Iar-:.el -:n. ~·.r.i~:'. tc dll.:r , t.1:roa :;:1 t r.2 in-

f'lu ence o~ cert i-,ui cd.'1cr cn t e of Rcf or::; Jud'\i1m, :l:n " b e ' n con a i <ier a.b l y 

·-~~·~cn e<! "'.nd had. beet 1: ~ • t r cnct hcn cd • .!i.4.!- ism is; eict !.r. c t ~ro"'l ,,_ 

"ii:?r c r e~~1 i ::: \? ' t: :c ,.ull '·'- ~l , "\O r e tl. ::.~1 t h.: ::ladern conac iouG 13n c!. un -

con eciou~ ~ ~rini1 ~tion ist o . Thi• i e u~~t i s me~nt by the at~t emant in 
( 2~, 

'.L r- 1 ."J.d a l re:idy r 2fer :: ed i o , th"\t the 1 1 7 P .. rou l d never b e r e-

p ~ .. 1 ~d , qnr: i.-: ~c tut?.l i. t y , t:~ ·.y naver T/ere r ep ealed . Th ey 7tere .:; i vcn 

c~nc t ion :luch c.s only yh e Law of ""o a e c :1ad r ev e ived , beca u a a l :.l1i& 

:i e -:.l etl "'it': b l ooc or p "l. os ed ;:;. t t h e ri s k o"' · hur.~ lif e could never b e 

~nnull od . 
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'Sut the 1~1 n"• rr.ua t h o.v e h~d " c;l oomy aide , ev on tho 

ccl ip~ed by ~he bri.:;.~ t aide . The] mu t h~ve tll'~ULcd t h e ir e of the 

.~ ... thenc , t o 'l. c crtnin axtent, q.g'l.in ct the Jmw:1 , but i t aeomo tL!a.t t h e 

J ~7-;e · .. ere strong cnouzh t o r eoist t i1 cm. The queotion 1u to whether or 

:iot these decree• wer e obo?yed b y t he extr·'.- Pa.l oet.inian J ewa ia prob

l e~~t icBl. In ny opinion , mer ely n m~tter of op inion ~d not of proof , 

thou~~ ~ot ob cor vcd by the foreign Jewa aa acrupul oualy a s by t~e 

J e~a in P~~~otino ,they ~overthel eea were welcomed by ihe f ormor, who 

.. :,T.Jpn t h i z o wit~ t.h e J t"1a of the home land , d espite the incr ec.eed per-

cccationa rutd antijud~i•m which t hey m~y v er y ~ell have aroua ed . But 

') Ul" 'l?lccetor a do not eecl!l to h'lve b e en LJUCh d i s turb ed b y t:·.c a e "'re "" 

ou~b'J.rrt1 of ha.tred , sa. t 1 011.o t we have no racorci of an:t acrioua con

~equences .Our foref e.t h er u in t. oao dq,ya \,er e " b\; llJ\to r ea"pc.r exc o~-

l enc= , " quality ~iich JuG~i ~ to~ y a ~~e t o h~ve lo ot to • : =e: t 

o:~tent C:iJ. e t o t~e • e"'..r• of pe:.c e "'1C hav e enj oy ed . 

t o:- i c·.l pcropoctive , ' t cln r ed t h-- t t,\ e f.i". n .. 1 nsi i t cs :1aci c o c t oo '!:,._r , 

'l7 ~r. t 'P!> i '-' t:. <? oun1.h.r:r . Ot.hc:ra eta t ccl that the de.y ( D 1•,7 IJll>. ) 

on which t h e : i ... r.. .. .!en I E Cl• o..C C w ~re P'\ o!e Tlat :.o be "PUt down i n the 

C" l cn ·~ r "1 £ l ..;n: c 4' "'r1.. <:..t 1::iaf o1·t1.A •• ~ . l i'<o t·~a J- .... 
J or. "";'hi ch t he Is-

:- .,eli t , o l:~..: :-&~-~. t~e ol!cn cnlf . Eut thea e r.~ro expl!eao ions of' o -

";> inion by peopl o Rho liY"'~ lonG &.f' t e r t he ti:i:e of tho i.L:s ae:nb ly•.nc: 

· ::-itcrr , livin:; :- !. t!'.o ti::JI" -:,•hon Iar -~l wa one , : t.!•o time w::cn t::c 

~=.i h1to on· fo r "'11 ' i-:c . ~!':.::..:. to ~inim izc t 'la i mportn.uc e o~ t :-ie a e -

~- c ... c'.ib l :,· .:o ul~ not ~c ob lit er~ t cc! . 
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Through t h e 117 11• • th e ShlUl'll'lle.itea,who hit:!°' e!'to h a d ro

~~in od i n the minority , e.nd h~d b een cona~antly outvoted and outg en

er a l e d by the Hill elitea, wcre swept a long on t h e crest of public o 

p in ion >nd &cd :t ild t h e upper hand. The Hillelitoa were beo.t en tJ.nd d ia

c r cd ited, n.nd had to aeek new fiel~1(Jabneh ) whcrc t hey could grow 2.nd 

flouriah in peace . The d• atruotion of the Temple n.nd t he c apture of 

Jer uaalem d etrac t ed - creat dce l fro~ th e people '• faith in and of 

th2 ttr cn3 t h of t h e Sha:nm'3. it o1, bu t t~oy 1'.. ill ~or.aed a vor y i mportant 

,... nd po"l\crful par ty . :hwy lo at their auper iori t:; , but t h e;: 11till proved 

r trong enou..,.h to r eaiat a ll the 'ttempt1 o ~ t :1e ~i ll el itcs '-.o elill'

in"\t c t . e~ . '!'h~ t ~";t.:; ;; till L'or":4c '\ formi < r\b l e power is cvicicmcee b:• 

t '1 ~ r "lc t t ::"t -.roun:\ t he :re".r l lC .. :1e : t r u i...::: l c b.:? tw en th e.. " ill e:l 

it = ~ ;; t::~ Sl.e.T"!!'" i t c s c~ured t!-.d two p P.rt i l! . :.,, :-c~lize U:.~~ th i a 

cont i n·toua •tru. - lin~ ~ a:l !°i£.1ti:lz Trou:.:i l 11 1\ to :;rea.t troub l e -nd 

i!tr e n i~ -- llo~c .! t o p t:rr ht . T· en , r> nd not till t "l en , iid t~e [':v11U!l-

~:t ":: ! i o ::>P - r . ':''. i ,. ivcr ~lo que~t. t. e•tir:;ony · .. o th e pow_r "'.Ild in

~:u ;. c c ,1 ~,.tin .• t :·,r ou .h :'i!'t;; ye'l..l' e, ·1~1 ich t h e Sh; i .. ":l,. it ea P. ined f ro ":l 

wi cl dc· i r. pre- 1ynoJ. l tir:ie s , a.n.i wl·.i c.~ l end " 1' .:.rcctly up to , a n ia 

t~e pri;:;e motlve fo r, thc holdin of t .. e a o enbly o~ J rbnu:1 . 'l'he l. & .... ... -

1:· ei " C': 1 ll r-.n i ~h i t un i que in TP.l r:iud ic n i stor y · .... nd -:. r; sueh de st?rv~: 

p:ro.Ji:'l \?r. ~ pla.c e b the :: i 1tor:1 of r abb in ic tl.l asa0Ml: l ia1 • . 
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·- CHAPT:iR I I 

Pt fty ye•.U'I h~d p aoaed •iftce the epo ch-malcin~ a.nd uniqu e ~•

cc. ~!:r i : the upper ch'111lbEr o~ Cr.!Ul'?..n i<:.Ul b .Chi•~iah b . G"ll"oa h a d t a -

kon plac c .':':1 c.utho re 'Uld the d iaputa.n t• of t :; ia aaa o:-J~l:r h:ici 'lll 

.., ..._, cd -:.7.i · ·, but t h o di•pute:s b et ween t ho t\'10 r.ciuaoa , Tth i ch had been 

or.J of t h • prime mo tive• for t h e f irat a.a oambly,no t only r er.:u:. in od in 

... l tr.~ir veh omence , ~ut h~d 1~cr ~~ac in nu.Jber an d hed b co~e ia-

tond::' i ed . ;;'or a while, unner t ho influenc e of Jo chnna.n ben Zn.lc.k'l. i, wh o 

to ~ rc~t extent b y tr an apl~tinG t~c ~o~t of l eSU"A-

in: ~rom Jerua~lcm to J abaeh , a.Ac partly ,too , under t h e nur ce oe o f t h e 

r'!U~ :-r::: s; · nc! di c:pu ~ •• :1ac! b con qui .. ted down ~. little , but no aoon~r 

~ l·. ~ :.in 1 . r i:l .1 of ... ioudrlcn t~e we~k ann oaai l y p enetrable c loak of 

uni iy -;-;h i ch h e ha.~ t h r oi'Tn o"!e r t~e bo •:· o" J u· ir: . 

!'t::> t be:. .... .: on t ile ftl'hira or cnpr ice of i~~ivi cu·.'!. a :" e hn· .: o _cm ho \1 ~'1 c 

·i r: p·; C. -. :_w C:'t ".:'. l " .:_l' !it , r. j "C!.J r:.~.:..n !tc ... ~ ~ ~"1 = ~ u l t c . ir. 

• .. : '!i: - :c .. :bl y - ~ t !le :1ouae o'£ ChanQ.llinh dcvt!loped lo i cell.,r , ~a t h«. 

r ~ .. ·ll.. o~ t h e at~ point h i ch e"ch achool took to t he polit icq.l con-

(•: • :en· "~ • .. :.<:. t :..nc . '7:. i fir r t. " ne:-:b: " conc cr r.ic; it r _f . i~i: :-.o -

cc r l! ca pn 1a~< Y r c..i~ t. e hce.' ... i:"'r.li , nn d 

~·1 cr ince 

·. "" :' ': c .. c cr. ~!:..?cl-:~' ' lit. t. l l " .; "l c re~1o lution of 70 C • .E . I n tl:e 
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':"':cro !ti o iloubt t.i1'l t •..,: . e ulti1 r.. t e aource of • ll t :1ea e d io-

j>Ut P. c -:--~ ~il lel md Sha:i "\i . Eefor e 1Hllel o.nd Sha. mid Judo.ism wa.1 e.n 

.. "IJ::o lut c uni t . :!e tw- -:.ll:r 11 ttl e i •:>U~ ea o~~ oo~" •ion~lly b ct~oen -----
t~ c r -:i.. is,lu~ t h •ue ware ith~r harmoni zed ~t er a whi l e or wer e 

( 2!5 ) 
conf incd to the i11divi dua.l d iaputator• 

( ~6 ) 
.In add ition t·. re wo.a a 

po~crful - t • in , or ::W-u•U :.r in , -;;hi oh h11.d , iia llddi t ioa to ita oth-..J 

er · ut iea , t ?l c t a ak o~ s!:loot~in.:; out d i ff icultiea an~ ~1':.l'moniziagcon-

trqdi c t ion• iu the l awa nd aettliAG d i1put e1 nnd dec idin~ now c a ao1 

::.tc'l.na of at '1.ditio:i or :for:ior a t:.t "'1.: .J:-:t concern ir.; t?:e poi t ;1. t ir.-

r' i:'~icult 'ln . .:.n ub t fu l C '1 •1H F-i-n d thoreby provonted t he ri1 0 of ::. a-

i ll l .. n t! 

it> "'-!'O e . ':;1 P.01. n: obt9.L eC: 'lb - olute co>lt.ro l ov r Judel. , wh ich ,un-

~er 3:nperor Augaatua , waa roduceJ to th~ r t " t uc o~ ~ nom~ n prov inc t • 

80· ~ ti c " row.· ~ c. E. t!: So.nhcdr in lf!le atr i p ?cC. of · 11 i t i: --.ut?l -
( !? ) . 

~rit:· n C. :'orced t o d i ab-ind , ti.:id t h u .. ~he i aputca b-t """c..i t •1e 

cchoo lc o~ ~ illel P..D d ~nac.-na i and the t~o f oundera of t~ J •~hoo l s 
. 

the:~~ _l; • .o-.il' con'..inu .... 1.0 . ... b ... te ti bee ·.: i the C\!. ~ :.· l ut":ori t·• 

-··1c. it~ orto h ~ ·o~troll cC. th rm ~unct. ion ffd •o mor o . 

The d iap\ltea bct':'leen v1~1 : .1 1 ~ rJ. 1 we:ro :::>t o: 

~I) c ~:-.. :1 roe.a to l:ave b1?cn ao . They d o"l.lt with ver y vitPl , p:.· .. )ol<; " • 

o~ op i :i ion r: ... - .. pro -

c .. , :-r- , · y t>i; ir feeli11c1 toward the e;~tern -i.l ~or l :i , by t~ cir p~r o:i ..l 

i 'i u -n c. 1 
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O<' t he Sh-:JD i tea t o ~ ill el ' • met h o cl of tea c! . i:-i,: , uh i ch W"'4• too f nv -

or.,bl e t o tho dcvc lopement of nu1 l a.wa , iind by other c~uuer. w~ich can 

not be etcrmia ed.;~a.turally , a t : ir 1. the d i aput ea -;;er e l i mited in 
(28 ) 

nu::':.~r .On cource t s. tell th1;1.t Sh.,mma.i an Hillel d iapu t ed onl~· 
( 29 ) 

thr ee qu c:tionn .Allo ther sourc e c t ute that , wher e~~ ~t :irl t 

there ~ere no ~i aput ca e..t e.1 1 ,.:ill l - n c! Ch"'.J :mf' i ·h a d onl y four C: i o -

pi.:t cd po intc . Theac t c t i~onicr , v-:-: i l .i L:"'t r emel :r Y" l u ab l e i n tencrtl.1 1 

~..re not to be te~on cerioual y i n ~11 •?vcific t6t~ile . It i• incon-

c ~ iv~bl e t hn t clur i nc t h e lone per io o of < i•put cc ! actinc throuch aev-

cr-:.l dcc 'l.de1 onl y t;U'ee or four p oint t of r1iAputc ex i tt ea between 

t he t"'o chol"lr a , when i he ?! i rhn"' ...,n d t he t o Tal oud a r..re l iter ol l:1 

1".ill od poir:ts oi' vPrb.r.c c b e t e~r t:-: two .Jon .~ tte: r should theoe 

t~o p~ r &G CP be underttood A ~ ct~ t ement thnt t h e ~irput a ~ tet~OL~ 

• . e i;;o :1c:"' ... ' o!' t';o ,.chool• ·:.ere :el; ir; number c oo p rir ed wi t1 t l:e 

l -tcr d iapu t en which a r or e between the f o l lo\"er1 of the t ";o men, i h e 

iap•.itc 'betne or. ~!illc>l ~ r.o. Sh-!:'!m- i ncr " :"'.-n:,r , the ir.:port"nt point 

upon nh i ch no "'-cr e (;.1l~nt coulc" be rc"\che~ "!.n (: conccr nin._ -;;h i ch r. t c.te 

of -b:solute irreconc il1.bil ity existed ·uer e ~ut few i n nU?ilbf:r . J.. t UlY 

r "' t e , ~ilJ ..? l r.c S11a-r;;L':"' i n t t'1cir on.t l: l ~ft to t heir d i rcipl D n.n.; 

fcllo-:err , t;ie !..et h Hille l e-.;1 1· t h e Dct h ShBJillT'l i , a uni que l ecr> cy : a iue .. 

c"' rion o .. <' i c;p:i4;.u r r.C: f. i:'i or e>ncen , nnd ":12 ceccr of tn"-' n' ncm :),lt f'r -

c ... t ior:c , -;-::.ich enc~ p r rt·· ,su~r dt. · " ~ pr cc iou~ "";nd , ,,, c l oathe to : i,_.o 

up •. :::.ncc \!'le lna · pct'!: of t:1~ c1" ~·c of !!ill ~ l ~ ?"l ' Sb .. r.r.":.. i n a be ini: the 

~i:- :;t pcr io c' of n1 .. 9utec ( 

The p upil n of !I:i. ~l r. l "'..n d Shn_;:..· 1 r cc ci7e,: tl:ci r in-

~ r :-!.t .. n cc ""?1. pre ~r-· c/ it · '"r l out.•l y . He.:t· .er ide ,..,, .. l ; i lline to ""ive 

ir. to t":e other . The point:- :it it r ue ·..,~c.,L.c n:or c "' nd mo r e nun1eroua , pn• ·-

4:.1:,· 't ~c~.uce or the n evi c on ition-- nh i ch o e "'n ' c oncer n i c r1hich 
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-
o :>inif)n .. h tid to bo f ormed , and p:tr t l y bece.u e the pupil • o . the m'l.• -

tera in th e ir unbend ing ~ e b liaC ze~l ~ isree-u-,e d t he rea•ona or 
( 30) 

t h eir mn.£t cr a o r h l'\d l evn<•d on l y • uperfic i a lly ; partly beoa.u • e 

bcc ... u C! en.ch p ty 1 i atcid r n.b idl y upon 1 tn own v;ay and would b r ook 

no compromi c . I n n. 'cl i t.ion • t1 1e: pal!. t ic-.l pnrt~ !l.ff il i s.t ion:: of both 

choo l ~ d ed to t he e i~~crences ll.nd form d a line of d~arc ... tion 

.. ~ ivi r ion r.h ich eepe.r ated t:-:e two achoola a l l th~ l'Lor e . On e of 

tl~ C? :c p eriods of furi ous a nd v iolent d i iJputef' l ed t o t he decr eeinz 

1 1 7 n ~· 1 :\nd i t.c di •put e n , ch eclccC. Q. l ittl e , c on ti Ut;l (~ t h ere -

.f t er i:! f u l_ ""orc e 1 :!.~ t h mor e serious l y P..Jld vchcment l;,r b4!C" U c o 

i c :ory ov ~r t he Hil l li te r . The q '1a 1. ion"' nbout which t h ey h n<l d if

~ ar el up ~o t r. e t iuc. of Chnn"n i .. .J: cen C!1icl:"i "'t~ 1:<: r. Garon wer e ~•t-

l :; r clic io- poli.t i o l 1 n f~ll i::or c. irtto t :.o c"" t c: ory of 

L" •r- pro~ulc'" t c~ t:1:.·oi_._; cocr e • -.t t he ti:nc of n eed ·1no u nd er t l 

t ~ r e::!" o!' t he,.,, irlinL: n r t i on .. 1 strc'.m .2 ut t r. e d i put"c in t he fif -

iCtcd the peop l e ' • pr~ ctic 1 ~ n ev er y dn~ l i f e in ever~ r c rpe ct . 

,._ t t!·~ ~h'"'.::..."' it.• c proh it it~6 1.1-.c . ill ~lit e~ n llo cC. ; whtt t t ho Mi l-

.cli t <? r forb ., P t he Sh- r:.. :-.. !. t \. p1.;.r rr.1 tic~ . The on e l l\·., of I r .. .i. ol ·l. t c -

·i~o= noint~ .er e d e crv in~ o~ nh~tcv6r nould h- ~ncn to thcm , i t he 
- ( :::i) ,.,,_ 

~i r. i on o f the ~ ill elit ~ ~ ~nc were r c:' r ... a r.c ~b1olut ~ viol~ -

c r Ei of the l 'l.-: , .• · \ i c. ver P.::o mutu. 1 r.;r 'm:cnt , r.o r "cor. c ili ... tion 

"'r po-c itle .Tr. c or. c. Tor J-. of Iar ,.. ~ l l · t! 'L "'co!:1 ~ t ;.o L ctur> lity .T~'l:? 

~~~t ~e~rc cc the ~o l lor~~ or t he t~4 ~chool ; ~& ~ ab olutc i~ ~ 11 l e -

r i l '"n' reculteo i :,. ce• p 0 .nd d cc i C:cd ~i :':fc.r c:ic ... i n t he doctr i r:o 

r'tt cr r , e . : . ~-:.tri:Lo ni• l l.., .. " , .. e r e i p~: c c T7iih r i ~o r nd t h e quar -



26 . - ( 32 ) 
r ole por ~ irtcd iD ' 11 t heir a cut on co• 

I n aCd i tio) to t h ec c di•put ee bot~e en the t wo achoo l 1 o t h er 

f"ctor~ ~cndoc'l r or c> "> n c! r:or e t o t he ..:'iaarl-.p t ion of Judni1.>!l' f\t thi • 

t1me.::A-ny ?!n l ncoth hn.I been forcott er: , probo.b l y b ccau ee of the ccu

tl·uct1on a:;d the p ora ecutiona b efor e and after it , s:l.• d t h i r TIOrd'*i 

b C"~c c ~- tt cr of controvorey .~ach Tunn~ tau~ht t h e l aw accordin~ 

to his own in ivi dufl l conc eption of it , Jld non et i:'l. t~kon t'1e trou-

"'l l' to l e" r n them t horouch l :r en .,b eo lut <.>ly . :~ 1 "Or. ' equ nee t.: .. one 

1"- -nd t~e o ~ doctrin ~ Cc~cloped into ~rn~ ~ ~cc~in~ ·~' c~ny doc-

t:-i""~ :.~:. rput e o ..,~:..· con ct - ntl:: i ncr e .. 1inl. ir au:nber f'.J1C r o ·in& 

~c~irr in Jud~ i t oul t be pro luced . 

r rbb it , f inr lly , .,ftcr ., h - l f century ~nd ~or l' of tor-

ni cJ r> n d inc'. if fer cn t tol cr "' tio:t o!' t:· ir r: t "':.w of 'l.!"f1' 1ra , .-::ol:o t or. r e -

-r!: i ch l: -.d b :. ~n . , 
.. J.. , - itin: :. .. : c:p r k • l: i ch. 

~t i 1 ~urth er i~tc ~i cet ~r. ' to - , r v" t c ~t.c i ti.. tio .. c..11 t': r-or c 

tb""''"' r~· p~r ~ .ritorir. n . ri h - : ::h· <' ·n "'C . , 'r ' :-!n Ju: l :t in• ult1.d R . 
( -:- ) 

- o ~.\.:." , . .-. • · .·rnj t arc:. ·.,r • .... ~ ~ ;itt.out c• t..rc •.. ·.,• v \1 o~ popli.-

l '"' r i n'i:-n ti,.,n ""' !",... ,,.. n: i:i t ,.. . l i l :'le .h? ·,; t fo r t •. i'ti t· . . ... 0 ! CL. 

f':- r t~ ,. 
.. iii" i!) ~ ' ...... 1 ,,. .. ~"'r .;) -.:r. ,\z." r! 1: ':.,... rr "!>::>O int er' i n h i r. ? l rca 4 

" - 'Donul "" r ~ c 1 -.-tion . : t . i ci :iot t :-- ' :1 ,. ... ,, 1 i ~ :-or t'·, ..... - .,. "" 

, ... :- - r, onc c : . vin ., r. _rp~ .:.. r. t ... , c o;,i: 1 . ot v er :· •, 1 b u.nc r c.:on i-

' . . .... 
t"""~ . .. , er. c e , .. 

. 



27 

... ~irrcc the r nb'j i "' ll t.h<: ;;iore nnd r.1 cle them r e,, li ze ."Jor e c l ei> rl:r 

t h ... n cvor the "' c tunl co .1~ it ioh of '\.ff ~ ir r ... nd thll r unult t :1icr 

r i • t 'be produ ced unl t•r t t'1i p ctt:; ; :r "" n L.linc n quqrr' lia , t h i a 

b r c -: in- ~P of t he cho l -. r t• i nto oppo ir.1.o r ... c tione , t h i a qui bblL i... -.ne. 

t 1e rune • '"'"J on -:-r. i ch the tru .. l e o •twe en C ..m l j • 1 I I ~n~ J o. h u ... , 'l.Dd 

' l i .. .cpo it ion r nc:. r ein.t ter..cnt t ool: P l r' Ct , t h" Tr\ l..!; i a hel d !!ipec -
{ 34 ) 

i-1 .. ~ c b l :r i th _ vine:•'" r d 'l t J ,.. ·ur1ch i order to VLrt t }h d- i: -
( 35 ) 

:; er ;;h i cr. thr c t en .. ,, t'· -. - u.. i~c:.r~ .i t:,"' o'!' 1oc1.ri:'!e . .n.y 1.' . e ., • .v c::;-

ly w"=- h =l r' i ;l t :-.e v i o:·r r d ie :iot · ~ .. ittit l :,r known .~ut it· no 

~ cc! ' ; 

t '.. -;, .: t i. :- in , t··~ c o: ~ .. on 'b l.ttl 

to :1,, l r' i ~ 1.. t :~ \: 1 .-~ ..... -"" - .. ~ D 1 J 

o~ t r.e t~o ~~ ctione , 

I CCO -

!'cc-crt ~or t h e i. .. port nnt t ~ tk Tl!'?icr th e:1 rr. ~ ir.po a c c' upon t hccsclvee . 

:'o aoon .. r l':.nc' U.e r i::.: '.J i 

.. : t • · cut t .. i r wo rk wit• . • c t 

l y t he n e e !'ol' u1 i t:1 " "~ : . r :tol" :,· . Th e:• xpr c 1 e:' t "lui r f e" r• t r .Fl 

~; e '-or•.}' "". i n T '\VC O'l.n [t. r of '..o i nt.. ~1)l""O tt. en ; t h e ;_ . Tl i t t• . • 

nn C'c o !' c. 3.::: 1..ci10o l on i'.. 11 o--n vi M1c , r.o ., "._},- t i f t :i i' prcv i l ir.c c on -

..... - ~ ~ - in or~ : t rr(it io~ , -i~~ out ~c in~ rbl8 to f i a d it , b~c u e 

., ~ • r. ?:i;: r 1ou ! t. contr - e ict ~· . e oti: er . :'o::- t J-. ia ro' c.oi:a t~o:; ,, .. ~ ·r -
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o ~h arw iae , to d iacu an io• ~ne revi io• f or t h e purpoae of d e -

t ~rrr. in i :l tr.e cxs.ct ?:ot'di• & of t h e l a.w ,i te Ji.:r n c tio3.i c:pplica t i'):A , - " ' 

Rccor ·li~.:: t o TJho:n the l PW houl.1. be dee i de d , 

Sh"'!!!:n" i ? ~ ec S\ua e ll.11 t h e d if~ icul t i or ":."ld oub t s h '" d b osun with t hem. 

· cc"'~ ~ befor e t h e d~y• of F.i ll o~ 'l.r.e ~h~~· i ~ c ~' ~ere no ~i put e s 

r t .. ll , · 'lith t h o !,)00 ' i b l e c~c p t.io;i of o:ia , but :' r on t . e time o'° l'Hl-

~·-~~ ~ vt> i · ,in order ~o ,..et ;it t he r • ot of --.ffll. i rc , d l" c i d.cC. to comr.onc e 

·y --:~ c k in:. t~e c?vil L.: itrr ver y sour ce , i . e . of t r.e .liffcr er:ccc. o!" 

_,.. t .. e :o ot. o"' t~ .{ who : - t r oui> l • ·· E' - ... , 

~ ;,re t :t"' t i "' ~· ~re :'1'"tJ l> 1 y, , isput t ".; !'ore :l ill .. l 11nd Shf'm: .- i t he 

c ~ ' .. o t • ~ t t i me . 

··- 1 cot!: ur. li'! l !I 

,1 ':? ~ i .:! e t '; e i r d i ::- ~ -: l t\ c er , · n · t:-:. c... r e by ,,. ' u p 

ike t .. c 

· t.o -t: •; J tn :1 n en1 l~ i .-.po ibl e . T!:e t e tl .• o~: · of 

. r ·i.• -- ' . ')O .. ., 

.. ' . c o l oct io.1 !: .. '" u:ro t1. ~ l'O c n~ i r ... 
( 35 ) 

') L' - . 
':4 :::111 • Tht! OI' i . Ll " l ct:on o"' < co 

,. .... ... .. 2~~ :."U l t 

:'c: ..... _;o : !: ... .._ , .. '--

,. ~ -. . -

o !' + · .. :H .. 

-:uch 

!_)U t ti o •• ' 

" . . 

,. . ... e:- ol:· 

l f' r - ?r ... . " : n 

._,. 
J 
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~11 the Hc..l n.coth which wer e t?1e1'- ~:nown 1wr.. ether controverted or not, 

" r~d W". fl i n a c er t a i n cen::e t h e fir s t coll ection of l &ws ,or a t l eant 

~.n -.::ptfic i;i.tion or r edJ\ction of the : o- c !?.l led 

:··1'! ich i s eenera.l l.y c:poxcn of C\nd concerl'\in[ t ne· ·ex1.stenc e of which a t:3'7) 
.:;r e~t (: i sput e i a et ill b e ing wa t,; ed amon.::. t 1.e echol 11.r o Th e n r.mes of 

~or e t h'-n t~enty p er 6one who l~id . down testimony on tha t d.3.y conc er

n inc 1~ws ~bout whi ch t~e~ had tr~ditions a r e s t ill pr e s er vec f or u s 

~1",c". for t h i B rez~ol'l t he n lllI!e bdUJ'o th ,or teatimonieu , wa s most likel y 

~1~er. to t r.e co l l ec tion o~ t he Synod , air.ce t h e gr e~t eet part of i t 

7.'-:::: conc ernec~ wit :i t:.e r. e leutimoni ee , althou~1: tr.e collection no 

~oubt incl ucle C: t he wh ol e t r ee. t"ure of a ll t:·.e e..:i:: t i i11g l awc ::..n d wa !:i 

t he only individuP.1 coll ec'tive f a c t or of r the ote.i t ee.chi!!g ~'tout 
~hich a ll subze~~~nt arnpllf ication2 ~d ~o dif ic~tione u er e gr oup• d . 

•To e et -:ils ar e presE>r'\· ed a~ to t '1e net:iod by which the witne£nec 
( :se ) 

'\"-:er e ex amined . 

O·.il' .Jll' 1>4 .J\~V() incl udeE onl~· a smr..11 p :-r t or t he 

criz i n2.l collectio~ t a t her ed a t the agsembl y of J abneh . 

It ;-1~ 12 not a r 1--n1ced topic ~· lly or •yvtematic::; ~ly ,but t!:e l ::tr. s were 

['roup e'A 11 :..-: ~1) · 1 : ·fr e lea st co l:.~r'l;.i ty 1 wit .Lout a ny l o - ica.l co~:ection 

c::-:cept the n~~e o: t ::e one w?lo :·.~ncle il. t he?l'\ nown .Per !l:?.p o lilcewi1>e: 

i::rou~i:: - , :. . e . 't y n" ~1P :--nd b ~1 nuwb er , v··cr e tuo o l d a..11 cl i mportan t meth-

for~::;'~ -- ~ fo un (· ~· '~ ~'i~ o:' o·..i.:~ :pr c ce1:t :·: !"r ~:- .llo t l o;ic: r 'f t er i t ~ r ecJ ... c
• 

- v • -... . ... , -~(lC ~ - i1a y :ir, t io~1 t~.e n e e.-: f or ~ rr:-i n,_· i n _: it i r. q n;:+}«o c' ic"" ,_ -..-"' , · 1 " 

., ci :c incorpor c~' .. i:·.g int o i t n e7! l a.T1 £1 m~de neoea sc.rj' b :; 4::-e cxi~eucie& 

of t h e ti n1ec l ed to t ho !.: hhna. o : Rao·o i Aki be . Thie :.~ :":.-r fo~·- ..- · 

co:lection of Re.'ub i 1~eir, ancl f i n t>.lly t l:e t: i ar..na. of 
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.1)/' 7,J co ll ac t -

i on ~c~.,C t · .c b:u i f or ui aca&;;ai.:> in t• f! • ~'-too f .. J: ~ ., ~ · ?HU a:.ip -

t!· " " L' :-;~., 'l · : ?l'::.1f i , who ttJl')k o- " .. ..,·1o l c r>nr ta o' 1.!:o co _l c t 'io, into 

7hc pr ~oerv tio: of R ~ otn i t h '"o-.· i n wh i ch we h· vc i t 

-:1 .. ho t o pr r a (,j:•v i t o .. ~ <>~ J)i t i ti.: -. aenti ~ta~ r ~~~ns . 

l ... ctc ~·~o i cc o.,. re: r.: ter .i.:\l \;'.:'l ie!: 

-orr.:crl:,• · .. , u .. : tc ' t ' o. i"' to -~·.,·.l ,_ ·1 e it 

r t.. O. · ctio11 : .· u, n · i ; co r:_>or t i . · it i> to thE 

or t}' #" c '. I • ,. • .. . . ::o 

- r e ~OU. ' a cr t'~r 'i~ V r dour pr r tr O~ 
{ 39 ) 

cc • c t i:>:- x ~ 1 .,, .1 

J) J' 7 ;J ,1J(J) r> x ~ ) '/7 l ir -

i i ': ) ,. I• 

.. , ' . ... 

il • c '" .... 

... , J . .., _ .. ~. ·_.. 

0 .. . -
- t .. i ~ l .n. • ... 

~ 1'7"' 

. iret v . .. l c~ . r e · 

It itl" ~ · .. el l 'c " i .. i • .. : 
.. .. , ··; - r !lot e•i.r. c '" .:c . . :;:>: ~ "' i o:: . '!':., 

. ,,.._, 
i .. >O .. ·!>O• i · eel~ . I . 

:"' C7' i t.: , ~. 

ci · 011 n• . • Cl 
. oh. . . i t t o-:· o~ ~ 

. · ... t tr.c - or'.: o:' ~=~c 
, 

~ ;:, 1:· .. . . 
ol1' .. c · .. ::. c1i o" the . . . 

.... ~ ... 1:.0 i cv 

l tl :~ r, on~"...U?c t itJn 

_ ... .. 
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t t:: . c:t: ~· ., t·ro . ci:oo l a' "..a to be ~=-- i..:htened out . Ol:lu or t . e ot er 

. .. '"-~ l ~ c1.c a"'.r il:r :··\Cl to "! i ".:>:).:-:.r , or ..:la e '\n ~ aolutely et crnRl 

"'"::t o - " .I.< .. ~• r cqtore t~c conJit ions pr cv~ili <Jr e ~illcl ~ ne 

""' i , ".., fo r e tr.o b:' .3".Ch ·'.h ie'· t"lr crit, ne t o citrupt t. C unity of 

T,. • • ' l - nc' c t.:: .., •• .. n irrepri r .,b l c r ch i r.1 in t hl.l ~e "' rt of Jud-i i -,., 

·e." ... .:cor ' in_l j' , r> l l t .c ~eachin..,..& Ol bot i •choo la , e.11 t .e !)Oi:1ts of 

_~ c:. : · ;:: pro c l " i r:.e ! "" r,..icnt l :::.-:i' tou~l:; th .. t i ta tr..,d itione .. (' it a 

, ; ,, I • . ~ou r : o ~ t~e rcho >l , could not be rrov c l t o 

t .o 5 ~ .. '1or <· ouper i' tit i ous d n ) .. , ., ,, ,. r e ... - r .. '1' '\ .. .... .. .:._n 
( 41 ) 

' ~ ?lcxi r.; itu~t~or.1 ~ '> .... ... 

~~= r ,~ t· c l i vlr.- Gon , ~ut in pr~ ctic e t r.o ~recc,t ~ o~ ~ illol ~lon ~ 

c .... ' .. 
;J • ' 

lttervc~~ion 3h oul exerci ~ ~ ) in:1a ~nc e .~ut the oppo -

'"i:.:. o:i o~ Jo l hU" .• "' '10 cf~e>ct .ll i! le l ' tr·: i ~ i. 01 . , Lit .rpr :t · ~i ons , ~:i 
( 

., '·•c~io~ "' 11 • 1 wn -er e r ,..co:;nizcG. -c: ~ ~ t" E:::c l u i;· :io rm . T~. ·o..i · i h i:: 

C• ... - . "'"r ... t .. ch icD -:t-: i c:. ~~ad t:· r e"' t c-:c · to d iar\.4pt ~~~c :- eli_io!'l c .~.~ 

: ut t l:.e ~ .: !.l .?- it =' a c ot n l.!it to f or c e ~::o . .. J; iteo to 



co;i.:'or:- to t hin w1uaua.l dcci ion u.!\d t o chr .. 1: _ e their uode of livinc 

·wcor·l~~l· ~~~ int t heir ~il! .They were ; i v en their choice of keep-

i .., on livin :- in c cord ce witlt t h oir convict i oJl e . ~Who ooever 1'7iahc• 

r 'J !'ollc\I ~ccordint. to t he hoilse of JHllel , ruad whosoever wiahec ;n:- y 

l i 7 C nccorJ in; to Sh~ai:only , the ver dict• of ~illel ~lo•e •h~ll be 
( 43) 

t ?':c norm. • h io llti.I -:.. co1:>pro1:i1 ~ which the i!i lleli teG conccd• d to 

•'· .. ~~ re,. i t e• i~ order t o llny their Wly ieldinc stubborn:ica t ~nd 

to :~ ~c c th em t o ~•cent to a conpromi sc . 

- 1"-': i J o e1u!l , wc have aa t d. ,proteated a~i\inet t h e ccceptnncc 

'".l'"'ti!ie<' .:: .,, tur#llly no '1cnvenl:1 '9oico w::r • c r.lr d i a - c t u• l ity . ·-c tu-

·- nd 101 ::e-:.1 -

~·Jlt · ~:-e boun io :..ic ~ iu l\ o troua . J! \!.1cc cer t~in pro:Ji 1'ont S'tl "' ~c.i i t~2 

.. 
~111cli t c to r 1x t he l~ ecol'• in_. to t~ei r t~ l'::.I'cl . I n r e tur 

c~ ?. il lel ":'1 er t.::e 

~ ... .. :c lr cri y ~ontioned , tfidoroticr 11: t:.o l ra.\•1 \1B "l.C cordin.._ to 

··1 11 : 1 , t.u.t pr ctic"lll:,• t )le prec epts o"' Sh".'?\$' i co.il · 'I.Jc "'Jllo";"lcd • .l:!ut 

.c -..a•c 1 t · o 11 <! ~vent.i~ l l:, 0:,,1 1 t or " t L "'- .. t!~ e ·~or !: of t l:c .e.n:om l:t 

'..ftcr t}~ir ---:rem o::t ro"c be;~. r~ ch3f , ~il e report -:-: cnt 

o.l t t :_., t - ~e.t:-. r:ol :i-.n 'tePn ht'"' r d to proc l ·.im t .1· t t L.e l n. 10 of :: i l -

c l -·c r e. to be t~1 e rul P. nc· t:~ .. t t !"_c :p:::-cc .. pt r o~ 5h'1"TiT.;r.: 1 · er e rec -

') :.i:. · - , "'ivi~el· i .. e;>ire.; but - .~.u l~c ' · .. ct ic· ::>' l :.c~ t ion. '· t 
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bo ur c , ~ • to r mof pro t eat aro se . lloae doubte~ t r..e pr o -

-: 1 :i"t io:1 of the Ee.t h Kol, eapecit>.lly a i noe it ws.u c;i.O'oitte b y eo:ne 

of t~i :-101t i :.portnnt Sh'\;!ll, it aa . so.-u , li ~,i;; 1oshu a , proteeted ~a;n in t 

!. ~ . but t '113ir p~o toot w~c; 11 i n v n i n . Tne !:il l el 1 t e a. ,~elpcd by t h e 
( 45) 

Jd er t c? he..i rir.1~ i to 11 , rrho conn ived n.t t he pioua ci uc eption ,_ 
rn. be in.,. pr~cticed , :-r.n~&\) t o kt t:1rou ... h their princ iple n. . 

' • .'· • .:> ·t:-u l~ ·., · 1c·1 had pcr aioted fo r mo r e t h - .1 c century c:'\.1e t o 
( 46 ) 

r "'!') e 

The exr_ct .. t e wr.on th <.. S3~b ly wa 1 hel d en not ~c d~-

. ~ · 
I l t. .i cfinitcr.0:111 , due to t!1e r:ie r r roileo s of the source ~ , but 

i ~ c"n ·~ ~- ce ~p~roxi~~t cly ~rou. - t he ~i · c l e o f t he ~ aei1h ip of 

·. -r. G- ... - .. lic l I l, i.e . ao~cti111e bQt w ... 11n 110 n r.: 115 C. E.It l l\ .... c . 

- ' y~ ,.a.ra.I . vi c?r of !~e !'r.c t th .., t the r evolt of tj1e J ew1 under 

.. .-·~1 o"" "'r -.~ "!1( in urrect io:i of Q.ui ot ,..ia hook jl~ce i:i 116 or a 

•·r .. !" pr o · iou , th e T'11J s t p ro" b l e d'"' tea o f t ho ayao were f rom 1 11 t o 
( 47 ) 

~ 14 . '" "'l.=i"'l i el' a :'P. isil ip e."t t endeC. :'rol"'l 10 0 t o LSO , :"Ul it c an 

- :1 be P- ~c c ~ ~ t t h ia ti ~ ia v i ew of t h e f act t hat bo t h r.au~: iul 

- : :?.:"'! :,• ;r ~ i., et;un i mr.cd i At e ly r fter G1,.o• licl t r deposition "' nd re-

Of :.n e ., ~"'.r ' 1 s .. U'.? i n t :.e ~ !S embl :,r we kno-v no t hin • 
( 48) 

: .• ~ p1l. ti· • .ie J ~:iteo t hat he wa.a pr e d:tt a t t h\. lj'llo d in the vi ::. e -

·;- re! n t J tnah , but nothiai; i i to!J. o .:' h i a ~.c tiviti e a i connectior: 

•; c r e;:ith • .!'l er-:i-"'.r coul d :1ot h ave o ccupied n ver y i mport 9Jlt pl .. c c . 

":!. c~ :::: .. o :.h i !!.: , becnu sc of h i yout: .. -n! ir:exp! r i enc e . n e vn a '"~.:JP-

) . · ~ c· ~~ d iap ~ce ~~ c li el b~ po9ul r r ncc l n Jr tiou i n a ~o ~cnt of 

.-:-c.:. '.r ._::t , :'l · !. .. ;i tif) .1 , r. n . r~it~ • . "":.en " " ~ liel -f"o r thrrith p er cci•e: 

· 1-: t'- ey r ~r i ~ ' j, ,"' c :11?1 . • po !. t i o:1 in 
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~ lit·~ ,-... t~H? re'l.l o~er "ft~ t hnt he co:t (·uc t eJ. the o:t t i re ::.110.nbly9 • 

( 49) 
. :·1 ~ c'1n.r ·,cter 'l.n d '7ork h :i.o been entir el y in i1u.1dcr at oo <l . G .tr".-

i cl , f~..r ~roe : einr. a neekcr of po~er, i l e to a t ub ili=e Judni 1~ 

~~ ~rov id~ i t with a centr~l ~ut~ority .~e de1ir en t o u i fy t h e l aw 

-~ 1 cli:::; i~ate the drea d c a uae tllld eff ect1 of t ho th.rcatenir.~ 1chiom. 

· l~i.bo:-o in :ii i ch a cter o: n.r dent J'Hllelitc :Jli zc~l-

o·.l: c-:: . t o ~uooth out t he di1putc1 , to n:c.i~tain Wlity ia I 1r a el , a 

~~!ty whi ch wa a f a a t diaappe~r in~ , to ;u-d ~c~inat further att~cks 

-.:'1 .: achi1r.:1a . It ia due .:. • .:roc.t "'O:uura t o t h e po;;.,;r ful Ge.mo.lie l 

::~ .... t t:r.e Sharoral\itea were wo~ ovv:: after lon= a~d arduo u s r i_:~ t 'lr.d 

: · :• ! 1:0 co:ai er ro t ion t.he aitua t i o• of t h e time a.nd t h o ar.- :•'J.c~~:l 

• • 1 . 
• c· "''> l u ' ... :~ .., t. a..J . 11 cl ' • 11 f e work , L .. por t <inc e , J ci~ . a c te1· il-.v e b een 

. .. - .. ""' 
A - - •• 

o:-t t.ime befo re, hr-d bt.c'1 htinded C.c ·1n intac t . Th e l of ti e t t roe.a -

.. .,,. ,, 
..,.._,._ w ... : .:~:1 -ny :J ' .l e ' · ' i .::t.rit~d ~- ..: : o be ~"v": "'ro.- c!ec y • nC' 

=~i~ . ~· t~e =~~o · ~a• t~ ~ result of a con1ciou4 ~t ional apirit . 

· i v c!' t i ,,n of 

.. 
i·1 pr e- r.b:1ol: t.i aca , r.r.. :: c'1 n ed i ;.- '.. o · b: 1 ·· t 9i::turc n!' ~.O) t" ·•::t • 

~ ' -. . . , 

i .. :>::-ie rec! . T: .. e Hil l cl~ t ea oace mor ... 



··>·: ~ · i•7iol".b l y !\ccordia to t h e h ou e of Hill e l, a n d t he I:fuyoth 

co l:!. cct ~c or. that <1'1Y b.?cr.re· t~ e rn enn for t"1e pr " ~r\· ... tion o~ Ju-

~ ir~ , r co :!. loc tion h i oh f ornod t~e ro~il~ tion of a ll t~o futur e 
( t50) 

1 - · co"et o~ u . i1m. li:von thou~h f utur e ~iopute~ e nd differen-

cc:· o~ o!)i io. occurr c , '..~ :, 'ere mi. o: , of i n d i vi<lu a.l v· .l u l•, nnC. nc-

"' r .. uccoeue6 i :'l hrupt inc t he unity or tc::-.chi r; . T: . ..-:,· -::ere ot even 

.:·, ·;c.nt ct"cn tio1 •• : "'ncc t re c : uc c"1ucr.t .. : .. .:>r d i :-pute 

b 0 -:-- t '·e · · - .o<' !)rove' ' o 1
"" • ~o .-. o1·. c •• ... ot.1ccd , ... ci; .i c tr:~ 011 ... ct. .. e::t : .. ,,. _ -. "'" . " ~ _

1 

::- ! - ": !..::: ~i!> ' ... t-, eefl e ll c:"if~er encc. of o p i nio. , n.. bo. ·• of com:·o:-i 

ci co l r. :1 ... C: r:avcr ..... : , . ii1c. :..e :-ore tr.e ".., 

. L wOl\r~n t . It i ~01· tl: i r e -

t: '.l ..... '.le· nl r . i.!. 

• · i n · c:·.cc:.\!( u til ~"" ~in 1 l L it w Cl r c"c~ ~ · r' ;:cl th 
( 51 ) 

- en t~ be incvi t ib l e • 

. .ft~r ',.}-, t; r ... o 110 tr"C<' of the t:ir~ t ter. i ~ tto r n i~ 

i-:.., c~ t r n~uili t ;,r , 1.::er. - 11 t r · cc of the ec:ti 3~ h · "i c ":'pc-.rc.' , 

"'-::"Jl ~ n-;, l onr cr un • r' t · n r.0 .. 1 it. L • o. cc 'Jc.:::r. po : i '.J l ~ :ol' t:1c u-

:--::t: o: Ir :- cl t ::i .1--;:: bcr. i r .. p ire( • .: t' ~ or t'c To:- ~. Hr to :i-ve 

c~ ..... d :: .... <:: r of :,," i : : ~or10V .. en . ':': \!j ~o:.\ lA . ') 1 01. _ t r u nc (.J rrt " .. 

t : t: ~;:'., r.t o~ the r'i~fer C'nc er ".>e t.-: ... "'r. th~ t r. o rchoo l t , "' n •' co.ilG. net 

: lie·~ t: : t t~cce iiffer c~ce ~ ~- · c~u~ce cuch : r c- t dr n&er • nd 
. 

fe· r . ~' ey · r 1
: , th\).' rcl vr:ir ho" t re Tor "..!1 co..il<! ever te :"or,:-ot :en , · d 

,J ..... .. 

" •• :. ~ .1~ - -~ ':or }: !:ever r~oul : h"'VC :. cc~ !'or:oi t. en , but t:~~"'w the ~ 
( 5~ ) 

::.·c·!'c~ ':ll. t:·- t :ie; p-...r e r.. n~ c l crr t vc: i.,~ c. oul cl be fo-..i.'1c' 

r.- l ~ . • -



( 53) 
-~r ...... · t he re<> l con C: itio:1r of t~H? pr t>c c i r. - '.i. 1ct 

Tne r-~r.. ··bly of J .. oncr. i:: the -•O tt i r.:ipor t nt o •'- in tn.e 

i--tor" 'J~ J \i.d-i.i om . Unl c ... i t hn met " n c' C"'rri \td on i t M'" n ifolti 

-ct i\·iiiec "'n irrcp11r A.u l e br er.ch 1oul ,, l 'l" 'V C occurre with i n i .. ~ 

:· :.{' of Judc. i um . I t mi _h t h 'l VC r e eoul tcd i n the •cc ec.c ion of t he 

t:.e r.: r ., i te bro~e .,, fro. JuC.a i r o i n th e 

: : ·· tL c cntury , or Chri ti<ut:t~ in t he f ir~t c or.turii.o r t he atru.:, l e 

=i ~t }· vc be en prolo ~~D' nd contia u e unt l l t~e exi ot ence of J u -

A - 1 ·~ itacl f wo~l ~ hr Yc beon u~dermin rd .~ll th 1 w~a prevent cC b y 

uch it t · l:cr i t t r i:" tful p l · cc a.nor.~ 

.. t embl i P of Jud- L :::i . 



CHAP'l'lilt I I I ___ .,. __ ___ _ 

TF.:; •. SSK3LY li. l!~ t:PPLR Cli.2.J3lll OF UITZ..\K ll! LYjYDJ. • 

------ ---------- ------- ----- ----------------
J u t ~ ~ t he c.t ::cr.:bly "':. '.. J c.bn ch · iff er fror t:r,, t i n the up-

time of' p er c c; r~ il c 

o~ L:·: · .... ..;ot:: bP ck t o t h e fir .. t a;:no d n f " r ~ -ctu-:.l c~n "ition- , 

~ · c r.o ... nr ~cr o the c~u e of i t ~1 1 . 

!{• ':ri" n , upon :: i rc:.c~ ~~io 4
..,0 1.:." t h r o c i 11? , ::ic con-

~:-or. t e~ C"' s revolut i on .:hich h-...d broJc~n out il. t:·.c JL- rt :;c,._r o~ 

C'l :.:.e ?" r t of "..he Ron~ of!' i c i - l t; . ';;.i re ·olutiGr. T ?. . tcmpor r ily 

~·-: .:- '-'"::. ~ c. • . .:.. t, l f -n t o Rome . :.ut t he J cv:s rofuced to r oco .;ri i ze 

•,: c 'l'~:-1pl G , 1inc e t~ "'drie tt '>'i 'Lo." t o dc.;" i c- t e it to J 'J.]pit r C"' pi to -

l isl\.' ,. . •:-er i P t t.l:E:refore, bCC ".::10 IJ::'CIYO. c.r , " Rd c\t' tt!r i-ir..1::e t o Gre:ik 

.. . c :-:: i~ ~o . \,. ' ~ ri · c !"or r::, :-:· .: .. .. "~ rt . ·" r P\"o :u~ icn b roke out -r-

. " uthor i tj ea :o~ t ook t h e ev c::-cr; t t t e!>• n \ 

- · :c:· r ~ l ' .. io~ , to r1:-: i c.h t i · r i_:.tlj· ~ =~ ri!:.l'tl t lhe rtuh'Jo rnn c ·*'· 

"A .. c r ·:olt •.. ~u:r ce : 'tJ : r=c>-" proh ib i~:'.. -. .... c ircU!'?·c i:ion ~d t he 

· ·:-c· tor i·1orcc · \' i" c- , ";', iti-: th" Pro:-bu l o~_cr_ccl i to .r t ':'~. ich r.!'! • 



.L&id e10wa ia a oour' aad ••&bled the ••• who ••cnare4 1' '• oelleo' 

deot• eY•• la '11• 7~ of relea .. ;1~i torba4e marri-c• oa Wecla••cla7 

aao. other ou•t.oJU of aa ••peolal rel1&1ou• 'iqe,a•d thereb7 utea

a e a oT•r a11 aaa1•• ot tA• 3 .. i8h reliaioa. 

ihi• period i• nowa •• the period ot '11• ,7 ) 1 A ,or re-

J. l ~iou• foroe,a• the period of t.h• 1lJ ::> P ,4-er,aad ot t.h• 1 fl kJ ,

~•reeoutioa.SeYere paaimhaea'• were proT14•4 for Tiol&t.ioa of the 
( 6') 

aecree. ih• Koma iaquiait.or••\ quaeet.or••I at.•4•4 th• pnhibi-

tioa to 1aol•4• eYflr7 rellcl••• ouet.o• 11hltsh 4 .... 4•4 aa ac'\ aad SY• 

ery T6olat.loa ot t.be•: 4eoree wae pwa18he4 by a ti•• or by deat.h,ao

cordiag to tne &rDltr&rla••• ot tne quaeet.or.i.aaay or the vewiah 80h• 

ol ar• preferred ll&l"'Jrcle• to the eaorltloe ot t.h•lr taith;,h• epi•• 

ud iatormere were kept.:. Yery buey telli•c th• ••- aut.heri t.1•• of 

a11 tA• Tiol&t.lo•• ot t.h1• dread 4eor••· 

Th••• •eY•r• aecr••• aad their more ri&orou• iaterpreta.

t i oa were a hard blow tor tho•• who 1urTt.•d the pereeout.ioa• aad 

1 or th• people ia &•val.I'- impo••4 upoa th• a double tat.al blow. 

Tney were at. a lo•• •• to llOw tney anou~d act at •ucn a crit1cal 

time;wnether they 8hould k••P •t.rict.17 to their ou•t.ommd t.hereb7 

ru• th• ri•k or t.he al.mo•t oer,aia claacer ot eaor-iticiac their 

liTee,or whet.her,with r•card t.o the reduced raak• or the "ewi1h pop

u1atioa,raak• dimiaimh•d aad t.hi•••d out by titt.••• year• ot per••

cut i oa 1 reYolt., .. 4 warfare, they ebould epare their liTe• a.ad 8Ul"rn

~er them•elTet to the toroe ot aeo•••ity tor th• time D•i•a.•t that 

t1 roe t here wa• ao l•aitima'• ~aah•dral body \o deteraiae '11• ma'

ter aad t o ••tabliah a rule,becau1e \he Roma• had torb144ea ao\ oa

l y t he etu47 ot t.h• l•, bu' bad al•o 'ak•• awa,y troa 'h• Jn• all le -

ii •lative a.ad judiciary power1.AA7 meet.1•& or &••embl7 ot the •ohol

ara would haT• '• meet. ••oretl7 aad olud••t.'iaely,ud wuld h&Te to 

exer c i •• ettreme oau,io• l••t they be apprehnded by the Romaa ot-



--ici&l• ud deal\ wi\h •"mrnar117. 

Aocor41acl7,the aurTiT1q \e&eher• of 'h• law aeeemble4 ••

cr•tl7 1• aa ou\ of \he ~ pl.aoe,ao doubt acoor41q to a prearraa-

~·d plaa,i• 'r;.rrr•t or upper obaaber of a .... •am•4 ., ... 1. '11• 

citf of LJ'44& .Till• aaembJ,t \oat plao• uo-4 \he 7ear 1S2 c.a. 
( G6J \''I 

.Bero \hq 41aouaae4 '11• -\tor oeaoeralac lU• aa4 dea\h • 
· h• a••embl7 tooJC p.lace uaeler be l-4er8h1p et nabbi Aklba11labb1 

(II) 
Tarphea,u4 RM>bi·_ .Joa• \he Ga111... .aa4 11aa7 e\her pnaiaa\~ rab-

( 19) Ceo> 
oi• like Rabbi De!meel aa4 Rabbi .Judah were \here lilc•i••·A 

decided 4itter .. oe ot opiaioa preTailo4 ooaoor11iaa \hi• mo 1mpor

tut aa4 port .. toue- queetloa.!he•• who were et a •eTerer aature ucl 

ia•i•t•d riproual7 upoa the abeolu\e obqiac of \he law deapi\• the 

coaeeque•c•• were .or tne opia1oa that eacn ., n wae ia clu\7 boua4 io 
( 61) 

di• the death of a 111&1'\71' rather \haa Tio la'• th• law: ,ao cli•· 

tiactioa b•iac 11114• be\we .. •••oa\ial,aacl uaimpet\u\ lawe.Rabbi 

I1hmael repr•• .. t.•d th• more luieat Tift t.hat,uader extoraal ucl ia 

volu.t&ry ooorcioa,oa• ooul4 Tiolato all \ho roliaioua law• ot .Jud

aiem ia or4or to haT• hi• lite apu-e4,beoaueo \he 'rorah aai7••Ia or-
\ '21 

der that you may liT• Dy tnem" aad aot die b7 tn• • .out ••ither 

th• oae extr•• aor \he other proTe4 accop\abl• to \he majori\7.'rhe 

r iret would lead to \he .xtoraiaatioa ot th• J .. a booaa•• ot it• 

riior;th• ••coad would weak•• o1u4a1m,wo\ll4 require ao eacritic• oa 

the part ot th• people,u4 would be a eip of ~claim'• weaka•••• b· 

a1niuoh a• 1 \ would proT• to tho world that Juclaiam po••••••d ao 

areat teachi•i• which wore wortn fi&11t1aa !or aa4 aacririciaa oae 1
• 

lir e tor. Accordiaaly a To\• waa \&k .. ,aa4,aa uaual,th• modia\iac 

view preva11•4• A.olear 41e\iao\ioa waa lllMl• be\we .. \ho •••oa\ial, 

importaat,aad baeic priacipl•• or .,udaia,aad th• l••• importut aa4 

t he l••• •••atial.Th• law wae oaaoted \hat oa• 111&7,ia erder 'o prn

••t h1meolt trem .utteriaa tho d•ath oa a martyr,Tiolat• all th• ' 



iaw• ot th• Tera uoep\·. \hr••• 1.e. iula\r7,uohaa\i,7,u4': bloo4• 

•h•d.Th••• '1lr•• Pl'i•oipl•• aloa•,\h• prohibi\ioa ac•i••' mar4er,\h• 

worahip ot Ute o•• ve4,u4 the ob•erTuoe ot •h• la•• ot oha•\it7, 

were re1ar4•4 •• \he twa4-•\al uo,ri••• ot l114a1•.B7 •-• ot 

thi• deoi•i•• \hero •• -.pha•1••4 ao\ eo moh the 14ea that o•• 

•nould &iT• up bl• lire for the oar41aal priacipl•• of id.ol-.. r

ahip,mur4w,u4 iao••'·•• \ha\ ••• mhoul4 epare hilueU u4 .. , -. 

po•• hi.IU•lt '• 4•th tor \ho Mk• et \he l••• impor\•t teach 
\ llJ 

i•i• ot th• reru. • 
11aa4 1• hU4 with the que•\1oa u \o which l•• of \he 

Torah were \he baei• et l&dai• u4 were iaYiolabl• aa4 Which wore 

1ecoadal'7 aa4 could bo Tiolated ua4er 4ur•••,, .. t aao\fter equa117 

importaat quea\ioa with which \ho •••emblo4 \-.Cher• toua4 \h ... 
coatroato4 

1elToa" aa4 11h1*h \hq ha4 \o \ak• up,,...e17,\he queo\1oa •• \o 

which ot \he two wao Ute more importaa\, the 71 nJft , or •tud,J ot 

u1e l aw,or the 11 cv,µ r> , th• practice et 'h• law ia nery ~ lite. 

It. followed lo11call7 from the prn1ouo decrofthich h&4 remoYo4 ID&Jl7 

law1 f ro• ttte aeceaait7 or practico,aad tne queat .. a aaturall7 c•• 

up whether or aot af\er all it wore better \o Pl'~ \he law at 

all coat or to otud7 it oal7 4oop1\e the pre-railiaa coaditioaa.~h• 

r ir1t aecree,taki•i 9Dlpha•i• away trem practice aa4 1&71a& i\ oa 

the theor7,would. aa'\urall7 t•4 to weak• \ho termer,aor•&• it wa

due emphaai• were to be laid upoa tne pract1oe,1t would reault ia 

maay uael••• death• aad would e-rea\uall7 4oetro7 both practice aa4 

atudy.Theretore thi• quea\ioa too wao \&left up at \he •am• •••em-
( 641 

ol y ia i.ydda .A• unal, there waa a Clitter•c• ot opiaioa.nabbi 

A~ioa maiataiaed that the theoretical occupatioa w1t.h t.he reli&iese

lawa wa.• importaat 1111oh more thaa the practical.Rabbi Tarphoa i•· 
aisted ~• atout!y that th• practical exerci•• or the reli&i•• waa 



•1 --'h• oal7 4••14era\aa. 

Thi• wa• llO' a clepa,ic que•\ioa •• to net.her Ule aao•l•, 

, nowiaal•r \he prul.C '-1 erpa),'11•· pru,toe et the •rb,ft8 \he 

mor• meri'6rlo\l8 1b•t~ i& waa a q•••\ioa ot ooa•oi .. o• ~ .. •P 1• 

tn• time ot •••d, tn• queet1oa whetner be •tuq or th• law Ule ••• 

a• relialou• praotioeta..14 be •\eppo4 beoaueo ot \ho anero Piii• 

iahmate 11hloh were 1mpo•o4 upoa 1,,aa4 whether atter all the actual 

pr~ctioe were aot th• more illpor, .. t,oepeolall7 •iaoe tho •tu~ ot 

th• law wa• ot'n b•1• 1aterrup\o4 b7 hiacl:taao•• aa4 prehlbi\i•••· 

~obody d .. 1•4 th~t the clut1•• or loT• or m .. ,aad tho practical &pp

..tlcatioa ot '11••• aa4 •Ul•r '..ahiq•, •t•o4 hiper \hall Ul• .. re '11•
oretical •tu~ ot the law•,but the •••embl7 4e .. e4 it ia.zpediat to 

i••i•t upoa tho practice et the l-1 frau&)lt •• it wa• with cluaer. 

Theretere th• •••eabl7 'e•k a Toto,a tact which will ill••trato tile 

importaaoo et tho que•tioa,aa4 ••cided practic&11y uaaaillouelJ that 

the tneor7 ud th• etuq baT• •r• importaace boom&•• th07 are ia a 

po•itiea to roaaima\o aa4 ro•tero \ho praotioo,Wbil• ua4u• la•i•

te•c• upoa the practice ia tho race ot d&aaer mie)lt be ••lt-coatra

dictor7 aa4 rewlt 4ioa.tnual.7.Th• tact tilat tho thoor7 -. able to 

re•tore tho practice Wh .. the latter wa• momeatarily iaterrupt e<l aa4 

i mpeci•<l 6i•T• tne prepoaderaaoo te tho importaaco ot \ho thoo17 or 

th• •tl&Q. 

Tho qu••tioa whether th••• two ~t•r• were 4eo14e4 at 

the •am• a••embl7 or at 41rtereat •••embli•• ia the earret ot Mit• 

za.h 1• 1acoaeoqu .. t1al.Cer\aial7,eiace th• tir•t 1•4 101ioall7 '9 

t he 1eooad,it would follow that beth were tak .. up at tne ai:;mae •••-

11oa. ·• are .. t1rel7 ia the dar~ •• to \he i4 .. ti\7 ot Kitsah,aa4 •• 

t o the qU••tiea how loac \he •••eabl7 la8to4.~•••i••• ia three 
\ 6&J 

place• lead to the belief that the ••••ioa wa• o•• ot 90me coa-



--
liderable 4m'a\ioa.B1\Ah prebabl7 waa a mu or aome impo•taace .no 

on ered tne rabbi• th• pre•ec,ioa u4 mh•l'• of hi• uao, la.-oh 
( 611

) 

the eam• wq •• RamhS:'. •ta\•• \haat abou\ \ho ••• tlao maa:y 

rabbh tou.a4 protectioa llll ah•l•er 1• the noae or a certa1a womaa. 

Whether or ao\ \hi• aarr•t a\ L74da •• \he faTor1\• r•4•nouo of 
\a'' 

th• rabbi• tor ll&a7 meetiaa• aad the lea1tn or the ~boT• •7Jlo4 

c&ftnot be der1ait•l1 4etera1ae4 beoauee ot \he m911ereae••. •f th• 

1ouroea.Th• aboT•·• .. \1oae4 \hree paeeac•• 1lT• u• rather obaoure 

aad fr!-Jlllnta.ry accou.ata of Little acta which ••t oa at tho •1M4• 
( MJ 

Oae ata\•• \ha\ at \he qu4,at ••b Sbabbath, a taot Which 

11em1 to proT• that tho •yaod laatod at lee.at r or 1ner&l day•, u 

egg ane11 waa tillo4 with ell aa4 a hole aa4e ia the bottom of it, 

aad the whole thiaa waa th• placed oa top of the lamp or caadle, 

, re1wnably ia order to eaaole it to bura loa1er,probabl7 beoauae of 

t he 1ca.rcit7 of oucUa..-.or *h• cluaer of ••ouriaa more,or,a• i• mo.t 

1 1~•11,to obTiate tn• aece••ity or &&Ti•& to li&bt other caadl•• oa 
•> 

t he ~abbath.Aaother pa••ac• tell• ua that at the •Ja04 a pot of 

leatil1 wa• prepared tor tho .a•ecnbled rabbia,&t which occ~aioa a 

certa ia raobi,aeemia1l1 1a a jocular moo4,aa4• a oleTer pua oa Ja

cob' 1 purchaa• ot the b1rthr1pt from Kaau tor a •••• ot pottqe • 

... ut th••• are o•lY fr&4'Jlleatary etorie• or tne aa1alal7,aadpaaa7 

other iatereetia1 111n4•,•torioa,aa4 aaocdotee Which ao doubt ful

ly de1cribed th1• 1atereatiaa ayaod haTe oeea loat ror ua for ail 

timea.u tner th u the tor101aa •• lcaow aothiq about th• a•eembly. 

The re•ult• ot th• a•••bl7 at L744a are pertectl1 oo

v iou 1 aa ci aimp1e.•• a re.ult of the two deer••• th• people felt at 

l i berty to Tiola•e ihe ~ori•1 et tho oemmaa4• et the Terah,aad 

muy people were tnue a&Ted. from a martyr · • death beoauae or the rar

ai&}ltedae•• ot the •aa•• Who called the &•aembly.Bo daubt •om• ot 

the ~ore raa14 aad u.ayieldi•s rcn~i••d true to t he law despite th• 



--
d.ecr•• ot LJclda aa4 ••• tU1uaua.but tne aa-

30 r i ty anaiDl7 coarorme4 to th• deer•• aa4 t.o t.he octa41t.1••• ot '11• 

tim•• aad were ooat.•t. wit.h b141aa t.helr t.iae aa4 w11t.!l at.uQi•& bJ 

themaelT•• until the tim•• ahould be ameliorated &ad t.he7 ahou14 

oao • more be nable4 t.o praotioe · t.h•lr r•11&1•• op•Jl.7 aa4 without 

hill4raace aa4 reatralat. • .L.a Tin or tnia f act tne a71aod ot u74da wu 

a very import.aat. ••• aa4 ooat.r.1but.e4 Ter7 llLlOh t.o ~· preaerTat.ioa ot 

Judaiam i• tho•• t.ina•• ot 4r•d pera•c•ti oa u cs. rnoJL t. 'l'h• decree or 

the .,yaod , eataD11ahe4 b7 t.h• aaactioa ot the aaaembJLe4 rabbi• ia a 

••i &ti•• maaa er what the Karaaoa ot z:,-paia aacl ~ortuc1ll did iadiT-

1dually 134v 7eara later ia a poait.iT• maaaer.Th• Jla:lr ... a,t.o a&T• 

t heir li•ea,op•l7 prot••••cl Chriatiaait.7 aacl aecret:L7 pract.iced "•• 

do.i 1m, uatil the t i me came wnea t hq cou.l.Cl oaoe more 1"1l'ow ott the 

ma•~ ot aocreo7 aa4 pioua 41aaimulat1oa. aa4 proclaim th .. ••1Toa to 

be real . b~aa ticl• "'na. ~h• "n• at the time of tile a 1 .. •Dl7 ot 

Lydda .1a orcl•r to aaT• their liT••·••&l•ctecl th• pr1actioe ot their 

faith , thou&h they did aot h&T• to pror eaa t he r eli~:1oa ot· tho .l'\O• 

mu 1 i • a poaitiTo W&7 1 &a4 thua nablecl J'laclaim to a1UTiT• t.ho 

1tor m.Without the bnet1o1al etteota ot t h ia a,aod t lti•r• 11 •o tel• 

.!. i•i wnat would haT• bee• tho reault.J'uclaim mi&ht hAaT• 41aappeare4; 

it mii}lt haT• b••• materiall7 weak .. e4;but th• •)'Jlod or ~7Clda pr•

veR ted a ll t h i •• ud paT•d tne way f or th• pttied of irecoaatruotioa 

&ft er th• Bar Cechba rnolt waa oTer. 



4t --
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-------~-----------------
we ha•• ••n how tw 01" the three ir•t ••••D.li•• wh1cb. 

haT• oen thua tar di•cna••ed '°•k pl•• ia the a14cll• ot a wu,aa4 

were cau••d b7 a war,1.e.th• •••emDl7 or ~b.aaaaiab b.vbiakiab •• ua• 

ro•,duriq the war of ea \e '°•aa4 the •••abl7 of Lt44a,4urlq the 

liar Cochba rnolt acataat na4r1aa,l32•L3=> • ..ad to the •umber or tneae 

wa.r •YJ1oc1•,•• we mq oall th•,•• are about to a44 a thir4,th• A•-
1embl7 ot Uaha,whioh,howner,i1 aot a war •1J1oc1 1• that it too.IC 

pla.oe duri•a a war,but becau•• it• primar7 cauae wa• the Bu Coohba 

rnolt.The U8ha apo4 wac oo•••••d •• a direct re•ult of t h e Bomaa 

war• ot per•ecutioa aad the rnolt of tho .l ... aaaia•t .rut.d.riaa.Lt 

11 the 1ecoad ~reat 81JI04 wtliCh too.IC place beC&U8e ot the 1'&J' &a&ta• 

l!adr1a.a,aa4 it• ettect1 aad achina•t• are more tar-reaoh1q th&a 

tno ae of the a a•embly of ~ydda • 

.Lh• per1ecutio•• ot nadriu aa4 the reaultiq rnolt 

ot the J•• ,wader the leaclerahip ot Dar t;echba,acaiaat the n0maa•, 

~ reTolt wnich peraiated i• all it• fu.r7 trem 132 to lal aa4 wa1 ~ 

r i•all7 oru8ho4 with th• tall ot DOthar,ware pro4uct1•• or di1a1-

troua r e•ult•.weru•alem,tne oapital,wa• 1• ruiaa.Tho t• r ... ut• 

or th• cit1 latt b7 Titu• were 4••\ro704 b7 naclriaa.1110 popu1at1oa 

ot' ... uClea had beea terribly 4ec1mato4.l'beu•aa4• upoa tbeuau4• ot 

Jew1 had ben killed ia th• warnhich ha4 tollowe4 cloeel7 upoa the 

disaeter of 7v a.ad 1a the coaet&at reTolt• u.a4•r Trajaa trom Which 

the people ha4 ecarcel7 ha4 ti•• to recuperate.•i•ery aa4 poTerty 

prevail.ea. tn.roU&}'lout tAe couatr7.1·h• reatrictio•• ot ftadriu aa&iaat 

the •tudy aad practice ot tho law were etill 1• torco;tn• practice 



'' --- o! t h• law ha4 b•• ieaporaril7 nep•4•4,uc1 the •tu47 or the law 

we.• bei•i carried •• olu4••*1••1~ u4 beh1a4 '11• back• et \he ner 

Tiiil&at B•- ottieial• • .Teruaal• ao loqv wa• the ••at or the aa

aembly sa4 or the aca497; la tut, '\U"lac th••• •*•~ 4Q• the ••t 
of the Saahe4r1a, 1t •• - ou mt>•&k ot um oaahedria a• haT1a1 

exhted ia tho•• ~•,bad o~ecl ~ tiae•.Dilriac '111• perio4 et 

1torm '3.Ad warfare sa4 bloo4ahe4,rabb1aioal •aa.h•dri•• ruad •79od• 

aucn a• the aeeembl7 et .iabath were eut et ihe que•tiea.Oa• ha4 ta

Ke• pl&ce at L744&-trae:b11t thi• wa• a eeoret ••••1oa atteacted b7 a 

l imited aumDer et rabbi• ud held ta '11• 1arret ot a priTate ia41T• 

idual ia order to ••cape ~· watchrul •Y•• ot the ....... ~ut beaa· 

! id• , .. eral aeeembli•• could aot be he14 wb.11• th• ~ar ~•chDa war 

W&I beiag wa&•d• 

ihi• wa• th• coa41tiea et .T1&4 .. at the ti•• et '11• 

4e&th o~ !ladriaa oa 136.U.Z.ou• Aatoaiau• .riu• became emperor ia hi• 

pU.ce, ud-:. -.tn.lilleral• ~ lot et the .rn• b•1aa to tu• •• a 

bri jplter a•peot.uad•r hia all pereeoutioa• o .. •e4,u4 a tn 1•ar• II'• 

ter nia acc•••ioa to the throae th• re1111ou• di•aDi!iti•• sad r•

strictio•• 6mpo••4 by llabiu were rmoTecl by Aateaiaaa at th• be-

nt1t of a deputat1oa et promia .. t ~--1.n •cllOlar•.A• a r••ult 01 

t11i1,the promia .. t leaclera et the clay,tbe pupil• ot Rabbi Alciba,~h• 

Taaaaim of the thirct , ... r'ltioa, the mo •t importaat of' wnom were 

Haboi Judah b.Ilai,R.KeirelU•th.U.911,R.Klieser,eoa ot B • .T••• the 

to coaT••• a •yaod ot all th• preaia•t rabbi• aa4 teacher• 1• J. •-

rael wno nad AurT iTed the war•.p•reecutioa•,aad the 41e\r•••• 

Th• ebJeo\a· ot thi• e7904 were maaiteld ud Ter1 im

port&Jlt . ~• the t ir•t place,tne .... were •a417 ia •••4 ot le&iela• 

tio• aad &••i•taace becau•• ot \he impoTeriahll .. \ aa4 pauperisation 



--
t t h• lara• maJorit7 of th• illh&Dit.aat.•.i\ waa ••r7 dirrlov.1\ ter 

m&Jl to wpport hi• t-il7 aa4 thereter• \h• t•il7 t.1•• ••r• la 

yery 1t ra1ne4 coaditioa.H ... lawa had to be pa•a•d te preT14e fer 

chaaa•d cea41tleaa aa4 014 1•• Whloh ha4 ben aecleote4 tnro~

tne lo•a perioo. er leslalat.1T• aa4 aaahedrial laaotiTi\7 ha4 te 

1 r1atf ira4.Th• br-.h la th• heuae ot iarael had to t>e repaired. 

ot tr i Ti&l l a•••D•t ••7 illper,aa\ leciala\iea ha4 te 'be eaaot.ect. 

la•• which woul&t a\rn1tbn t.be lit'• ot' the aatioa aao. or tile iaG1T-

1dual uaita ther•t ,l•• whloh would reaulat• th• relatioa ot the 

1atner t o h i• rsm117,law1 which coaoeraed tne sui4aaoe of each ~.-.

i•n nouaehol4 aad which wul4 tn4 to at.rnat.hn the poai tioa ot f'• 
i ! y lite wn i cn had beea reauce4 to a pitiful coad1t1oa .ot poTert.7 

) 

aad paucit7. 

lad 1• add1t.loa to Ulla Tery importaat reaaoa there wa a 

sti l l 8.Jlother equallJ 1mportaat. oau•• which 1•4 te th• aaa9mbl7 at 

Uaha.l t wa 1 about tni a time that tne heretioa or aectariaaa beaaa 

t o appear,aad nn before t.hia time the7 had carried oa their d.••

t ructive wo r~ eecret l7 ,aot •• yet dariac te r-.olt op .. 17 aaaiaat. 

t he ,.....,i mh reli1iea.At. th• t.iae ot nadriaa·a decree,Aowe•er,wnea ~-

rael wa.1 pro atrat• aad hwablecl uder \he aa- 79Jce, the heretic a 

1aw thei r opportwait7 aa4 t ooJc aelTuta.e• ot it.n e•o·e at t hia time 

the "'hriati aa• be1aa to aeparat.e epnl7 trea the J n•. d•olariaa 

that they had. aotili•i to do with the .. na, ud that tnere waa ae 

rea1on why they •hould aaoritice their 11••• tor the rul.ti l lmeat or 

t h e orah 7Thicn h&C1 alre&d7 been aaaull•d throU&h th• ...... , et th• 
1 Ue11iah•.chr1atiaaii7 becaa to apread it• doctri••• broadca•t. ia 

an at tempt to i•i• coaTerte to l\e raak•,4actr1••• whioh,a• •• ehall 

1ee l ater on i • our expo 1ition or t he decree• ot Uaha,wer• detrimea

t al to al l the teaohi•I• ot Juclaiam aad it• •tatua aad wbich,if al

l owed tp ~o unanswered and ualeaialated f or,would wadoubt.edl7 h&T• 



~or th••• two T&lid reaeo•• tae 111U'TiT1a& rabble,th• di•· 

ciplH ot Rubi .lklba,d.eo14•4 ~• hold aa aee..017 for the purpoae 

of cnec~i•& aaci oowateraotiac th••• ten••·Th• •n• 1M4ere et '1lat 

i•••ratioa,who•• aaa•• ha•• beea meatio••4 aDOTe,1eaue4 a oa.&.1 to all. 

( '°' t he elder• aa4 •ohelar• to •••' la th• towa ot uaha la a111•• 
\ 71 1 

aeu .abetu-.. dcl ~ioeriu,a towa whion alre&e17,aocerdiac to 

t r adi Uoa,ha4 beu the ••t et the Hllh•4r1a tor a anort poriocl ia 
(") 

tne pr•c•d11lC turDuleat tia•• aa4 ia whloh ••1•4-11 b.Baba had or-

daiaed 1eTeral 41ecip1••. ~h• meetia& too~ place appreximatel7 ia the 
<'a) 

year UO. .The queetloa ae to *7 the •7Jl•4 met la uaha ia a Ter7 

d1 1put ed o••.~• my opi aloa it wae partl7 tor the rea .. a that the 
. 

irenter part ot ~•4 .. wae la ruiaa ,partly becaue• the 111&.1orit7 ot 

t he rabbi1,er at leaat • lara• auab•r ot thea,ha4 fled to u&lil•e a.ad 

o t ner neibbDoria~ pl.aoee cluria& th• tiae of th• pereeoutioa,aad part

ly ~ecau1• ot tho irrepre•eiDl• tear o :· tne rabbi• that , cieapi\e th• 

annulmeat ot th• 6tor•" et ·aa4riaa, the ..... otticial1 mi&ht taJce 
( '14) 

on enc• ~t the ei&Jlt or the •7JI04 it held ia .Tu4ea., wher•a• 

1• a practicall7 Wlkaowa place like v aha -~ · cyaod "°uld be l••• 
l '76) 

coa1picuoua .At aa7 rate,the tiaal eettlemeat et th• aeat ot the 

l\C11demy ia u ena ~ from .. aDaen to u a!la to ., at>aeh aa4 f iaall7 baok to 

UahaJ iaclicat•• the ultimate •piritual auprem'.lcy o f .. alilee oTer 

.. udea , wnich h&4 become depopalatecl u4 dnawiated b7 the ware •t' 

nadriaa. i he rabbi• wno att ended thi• •7JlOC1 at v ell& were called 
( '76, 

Xu.JI/\ 'J~l i' ,tho••who weat to Umha, ,aad~ •. uhmael ia men-
\ 77 J 

tioned 'l. a one of t hem. • 

a1 the 

The deer••• which the •J11.0d et Uaha ia•tituted are lcaowa 

XuJJ~ .ll/J/J> , t h e ordinance• or uena.Ae prn4•u•l7 etated, 
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the m-iJo r i ty or th••• deer••• ma.7 well haT• be• 4etermiae4 upoa la 

order to co\Ulteraot the propaaaad' of 1rowiac vhrietiaait7.Ah• vbl'l•

tiaa di•cipl•• ef tho•• 4&7• were maklq aa aoti•• bicl tor an ad

ner ent1, and were ecatterlac amea1 all p .. plea.aa4 ••peol&l.17 ..... 

t ne J n•.~• na 1• moclera tiaea,'l.'llO•I tile .. •• wno, 1a deeolatlea 

and poTert7 bee••• ot the war•,wer• more euaoept1Dle to t hei r en

t ic ement1,meaeur•• aa4 dootrl••• wbloh were eppoae4 te taall7 llt•i• 

·rhe 1.1hri•tiaae aa•erted, t'or ~p!e, tnat 1 t wa• better tor a mu te 

l i T• aloa• thaa te haTo aa4 Mapport a taail7. ~h• ~hri•til!UI• had ia

her i tea thi• 4'otrlao trem tho ••••••.their pre4eooaeora,aa4 thi• 

pr eacnmeat &4;:&i••t famil7 11~• i• co ... a te all the feu.r IO•P•l•. 
( '8) 

Oae B-raasil• •tato• that the ki •adom of ve4 will aot com• uatil 

marriaa• i• abollaed trem the oar\h aa4 th•ro 1• ao loaa•r & di•· 

tinc tioa betweea ms.a aa4 womaa.Llkowl•• '*'11 wrote ia hie ~letle 

to t he ~oriathi&a• that the 1orah permitted marriaa• aa4 later-

1exual relat1oa9h1pe oal7 ••a ••aa• ot etill i•a m1JJ1 · • n i l iacll

nat ion. !hi1 doctriae ot the abolltioa ot marriaa• aa4 family lite, 

c?~com1t 1Jl t ~ith t he oeliet 1• aecetici .. wbich the Chrlatiaa• had 

i nherited trom tho ~••enee,&nd wnich included coatempt for propert7 

aad wor ldly aoo4e,1a4uoo4 m&a7 p .. ple tt aquaader &ad ac~tter and 

; iTe a~1a.y t heir po•••••lo•• aa4 propert7.All the e&rlJ Chriatiaa• 

waited t heir wealtn.oa!li•& th em•elTee aDioait•9\ 0 'Jt'l.X ~ I ,r ¥-, 
dtclariq• •nappy th• poor ,tor tnoy shall inhori t tho ltiaadom ot hea.

l 79 J 
von· . • aay other pa e•a&•• aad pu"abl•• ia tho Bn Tea\amnt oea-

\ av, 
t' irm t h11 1tatemeat • 

!he rabb1• 1 realiz1a~ the da:a1er,thereter• 1ae\1tu\e4 

t he !ir1t decree ot Uaha,to tho errect that t he oao wno wiah•d to 

aquaader hi• po••e••io•• muet aot equaa4er more thaa oae ru·t.n. 

\ a , wr>111P J.J"' r:i r1 , JJ( 11iJ. tl,7 \•11 

'l'h ey 1aw t hat the iad1ecriainate 41•p•r•1•i '9f-propert7 woul d re• 
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sul t only ia the 1apoTer1aba•\ et Iarul u4 would make the peo

ple dependent upoa cha.rit7.tAaicl• trom breui•i up the life ot t.h• 

r amil7.Charit.7,t.h97 adait.te4,1a a moral obllc• t.ion,but if oae per

sisted ia aoat.teriaa all ht• poa••••ioaa t.o ot.hera,aothiaa but pau-
(82) 

peri •~ ~ould reault.~aay p .. ple,rabbla .... , t.h.. ,tollowiaa the 
, as, 

example of a prince ,had tried to aet rid of their 119rldl7 J>0•-
1uaioaa.aa4 tor thia r••• the ayaect of uaha laid don the f 6xect 

principle that. .. t .. re thaa ••• fifth ot a ..... propert7 could be 

c ou:\lldered.~t. ••G1• that. there hacl •lr•a47 .xlat.o4 •o•• aert ot l•· 
. \ 141 

i 1•l&tioa aaaiaet thi• ,but it probabl7 waa ••&1 ... •4 aa4 411ro-

sard•4.sa4 aner hacl th• power aad etinctioa ot a law,ud probabl7 

nad been ia•u•4 1nora1 7eara prnioual7 ia aaawer to t he Tery r iret 

promu!g~tlOD or vhriatiaalt7'9 4-at.riae ef &•Get.let .. &ad tho ICat• 

ter i ng of property . , t tUly r ate it ..... that thi1 ol4 iaterll&l act 

wa1 adopted b7 the ~ouacil of ueha when the danaer had 1Dcreaee4. 

wa1 Teri.fled aad coatlrmed bJ' actual Tote.sad wae eetaD.liehed ae ~ 

fix ed law. 

( b) The becoad vrdlaaaoe otfV'tiha. 

D 'Jo f' f 111ll.) l'Jl tJl J\ 'I,/ l 'J1 J\ I /r 0 11 'l., r1'(J) 

The reaaoa tor thia law caa be eaaily eeen 4• the hard 

times SlJld l a the propacuda of the Chriatiaaa • .lluy people caet thei r 

c';ilar en fo r 1upport upon t h• communit7 or allowed them to llhitt tor 

them1elTee,at atina t hat it wa • i mpo s eiDle f or tnem te auppert them. 

The decree waa probabl7 li~ewi ae direct ed aa~inet t he vhriatiaa the

ory that it 11 meritorioua to abandou o•• ' • fami l y a.nd f ol l ow whri•' 

•Ji • who l e&T•• hi• bouao.ud h11 father aad brothera1 n11 wire and 

aon1 , ~a1 ~re~t reward 1• thi• aad i• th• future .. rl4",aa1d ~••u• 
\ 85J 

. i t wae t o counteract the posaibl• 1nr1u .. oe thi1 Chriatiaa 

teachins would aerciae aact probaDly wae actuall7 exeroi1laa upoa 

the l if e of the "'niah home that t h• rabbi• l'l.t u ana laid dowa the 
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ll&rd and. f a•t rule '11at a man waa i• 41lt1 'boWl4 to nppert hie ai

aor childrea.lt appear• tnat likewi•• in th• caae ot thi• law a pre
\ ,., 

~iou• unotticial iajWlctio• or mutual acreemeat exiated,but at 

the time of Uaha,ia Tiew of '11• mere ••rioua aituatioa,it wa.1 Toted 

upon and ita•••4 ae a law. 

lo) }!he Th1r4 or41auoe vr u1111a. 

/'Y~.J j .) .l.lJ .J ,7 

i hi• law proTided tn~t ia caae a f at her 4••4•4 hi• pr•

per t y oYer to hi• aoa duria& the lif et ime of' the t' atAer botn A• aa4 

hi • wife were to be 911pporte4 thererrom by t he ion.A• to tne reaaoa 

why i t 1eema te haT• become th• cuatom ia tAoae da7a f or people to 

deed tnei r preper t7 to their aoaa we kaow little, it at all •• ~er-

naps it was in oraer :.o aTo i.i t. ": • pa.yoent or a. ,1ea,-y t u impo1ed 

cy t r. e Remaaa.~hapa it waa becaua• ~eat• wi•h •d t o ~ive over 

• ~ r ;:i~er i1.~ proper ty to t heir aone i n ore.er t•> n a.b l e t!;.e:rne.:. -

··:' t o l't.uly e.r.d epend the l a at few y eax& of ti1eir l if e stmonc t~eir 

book1,! ree trom wortal.1 carea,ia coa!ormit7 with the trul7 iaapi-

r ing dictu~ or t he raooia t hat one ahouLd not laoor for mater1a l 

tn1ng1 t1.u t ne Tery laat day or hia deatn.a eace tni a practice aro••, 

benef i cial from two ataa4po1ata:1.e. 1t eaabled the aa•d par .. ta to 

1t udy Torah.ud it aaaured th• traaamiaaioa of the property ot Ia-

r~el ite1 to Iarael itea. t or one of the pr•••ing n e e4• or t ne t i mea 

·.?as tne 1trengtrten ing , n?t oaLy ot .&. arael · • apit i tuaL ate.tua,out aJ. -

so 01 i t a material oaeia.JAle to the tact that maa1 aoaa whoa• pa

~ ~~t e he.d deeded over their property t o ok advaatace ot them the ra

bbi 1 at t he Uaha 1ynod paaaed the decree t hat the aon i a ooli~ed t o 
\ 8'11 

support tne pareata,~a,aa t ne l ater interpr et ation aa14 1 &lao 

ni s youni er brotrtera an4 s iatera,the eupport of whom would or41•· 

arily have dnolved upoa the t ather. 
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\1n 1 '.~ .1 1'r> -; ·~ 1 r> 5,,1 ,1 .up1 il1.>1 "n1 ,,\\ ~ r> 'V:>Jl ,7):lr>tJ iluJAil 
I 
.1.his 1aw pro•1ctea tAat 1I a w1.I e ••.l.J.• her mur1aa• por\ioa 

wn11e her nuebaa4 i• aliTe,the hu•baa4 •~ her death mll7 le1all~ take 

t he property trom th• puroha•er•.The moat prebable 14•• ua4erl7iac 

t he cieoree i• to •treaathea larael materially aa4 to prnent t ne 

property ot iaraeJ.1t•• tro~ comlDi into tne poaaeaeion or aon•wewa 
(88) 

and 1ectariaa•.!t ••811• that thi• law likewi•• waa blown ia the 

day• of lUll•l aat ma ... 1,both ot Whom admitted that it the wife 

aold it th• huabaa4 oeuld a•t it back trom the purchaaera.Dut,aa 

was t he caee witn t ... or the prece41na lawa,tnia unorricial law we.a 

t 3JCen up an4 adopted at u8ha aa4 fixed •• a lea&l aorm,probabl7 be

cauu the daaaer from,u4 the tear ot ,the aoa-lna aa4 aeotariaa• 

wa1 ir•ater ia th• da7• ot the '7J10d,&a4 the rabbi• wiehed to t~e 

aaaea precautio•• to prevent iaraeJ.1t18ll property r rom being coa-

t r :a 1ea. bJ non-., n•. 

\ eJThe Jitth Decree Ot U.iha. 

,\ jo r> 1J1LJ ~·· 7;J 1J.i or )~ ))~P 01t ~ ,1•w 
l''fil i p ;J 771• r'1.I 

That a maa aheul4 •upport aa4 proTi4e tor hi• •o• till h• 

ii twelve year• Of &ee,u4 i1Te him the meaae to atu47,ud ahould 

t h en , it' ne wianea, teacn him a trade \ 1"111 t r>/ 7 ) ,, '. 

~nd prov i de nim with the meaaa ot earaiaa a liT•lihood.The purpoa6 

of t h ia m•a•ur• i• maait'eat,1.e.to make it iacumbeat upon a rather 

t o auppott hie youna childrea,eapeciall7 iD an •ducat i on&J. eenae, 

'l ntll t ney arr1Te at tne aa• wnen t.ney are oapaoJ.e 01 aupportiag 

t nemaelve1. ·J.'hie ,1.J/ .f) may haTe beea directed a,aainat the teach• 
( 8~) 

i na; of Llark ,who aa14,•Sutter thy little ohil4rea to come to me•, 

and i ntended to keep the youna .children away rrom hereay • .1. he worcu 

l''fl J I/?~ 11 1' h&Te been miauno.eratood b7 the .1.almud,Yhioh reaarde 

t hem aa meanina that,lrhereaa up to the tTeltth 7ear the rather muat 
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tfe very pe.tieat. with the child l J.A 5~.lr> , .rrom twe.LTe on he ma.7 

be very strict w1 th him, nen M 1tr1ct a1 to tue h11 11f 9\ 90) .Bew_ 

ever, the real m ... 1ac 11 that. trem twelTe •• the tat.her lhould or 

may go don w1 th him to a t.ra4e t.eaoher aad haT• hil 1oa taught A. 

i ivelihood ao that the aon 1Aould.1r the fatner wlsne1,be compelled 

to help support the famil7 1 1.e.atter twtllTe,he 11 aot obl1&e4 mor

ally to support h11 aon aa7 leacer.'fhia decree ia,ia reallt71 mer1l7 

another form or explaaatioa of the dee••• / 'J'l ~,( /7 
O 'J /..J !' 0 11 iJJ :> • a•4 if 1 t cu be r•Kar4ecl aa an7thi n a more 

tnan a duplicatioa or the aecond,it explain• t h e doubtful aad 1ade

tin1te 0 'Jb} ot the aeooad 4eoree to meu up till twelTe 71ar1 

or age.~itherto the pareat waa oblis•d to aupport hi1 ion onl1 till 

six years ot ~e,'l?ld not from six ti!l twelTe,out tne ulha decree 

oade it compul1or7 to 1uppor). 70UQK chil4ren to the &K• ot twelT•• 

after which the pareat could teach hia aon a liTelihood it he •• 
l91) 

de aired 

(t)Th• t>lxth urdiaaaoe of ulha. 

~7 f>l')./l ,7 .J\i }'J11U ~IJ"~ p ,JI/JU) j~ : 

in my opinion it seems extrem1.L7 duoiou1 wnetner the a.1-

semoly at ulha diacuaaed thl• queatioa. ainoe the Temple had beea I 
(92) 

destroyed some 1eTeat7 7ear1 prnloual7 .At aa7 rate it may haTe 

oeen a theoretical queation which nact been deoated for some time arul 

was ta~en up b• the ~Tftod after the other more importaat buain111 

wa1 over.It would be rather uaaecea•&r7 to diare1ard th• atatemeat 
( 93) 

of t he Talmud that at Uaha theae •ix •oubta were cliu-itied,but 

t ne ~ e~son tneretor and nearer detaile concerninK tnia 4ecree we 

can only conjecture,•ince aothing detiaite 1• atated la th• eourcea. 

The same 1tatemnt appli•• to 
\941 

l &) .The Sneath ordinance ot ulha. 

)•1 >11.1,µ1>J /•i JJI b'/j ">n~ AP-'t r>PXI ~~,~~ IJr> J 



--'J.'bi• law ia iat?'94v.ce4 b7 the phrue 

in1tead or th• ueual l.J'JJt ,7 ,which taat,howeTer,mak•• ao dU"fer

ence,lino e tne metJloCl or tne ,lJ,'J\ wae b7 a j •.Jf) , TOte.Wbat the 

purpoH ot tbi• 4•cr•• wu,wbether it waa aotual.17 paa••4 b7 the 

uaha ~1Jlod,aa4 th• oirowaetaao•• Le&41na up to it,9.11 tn1• i• a mat-
( ta) 

ter 01 conJeoture aa4 epeculatioa • 
( b) .•tchth Or41auoe et Umh&. 

7 1~ .1 ,J )f>I~ ~J ic IJ\Jt /.'7Jr> /•( n)P cJJ / '7 .ft'l ~f 
Dl!Ja ) ,J•n 'J!)f> 1.111tJ1JJh (.,/1171 >r n 7-" 'll J. 1U1 

or,sccordiq te the jeriaechalal T doa, jf'l' J1ruJ .,,_JJ ,111!.ll"l 1.JP J 

l h h decree may well h&Te been & prote1t a,ae.iaet uamaliel e \LL) 

pr omi 1cuou1 uae or the baa . ~ t iaatituted tha~ olllJ a allllber et the 

a11e~bly who had &1Y•• ott•••• at leaet eeTeral ti••• co\ll.4 be pro

•ounoed to be wa4er a bu,aad it d14 away with too frequent ba.nn1ai 

on the part of an aroitrar7 11ae1. 

( 1) .Biath Or4iauoe Ot Ullba • 

. 0 ) ll) IJ\ l} 11. d /.J\ ,_, I~ ) ,7 / J J',.) J'!J 'f>) 
I 

Th• reaeoa for \hi• 4ecr•••*part tr•• it• ee.Uaaly maa

i te1t oae,11 likewi•• obecure.Ia taot,th••• laat four deer••• wnicn 

are f ouna in dift'ernt pLac•• ••em to h&T• a dirrerent and l••• au

thentic toae than the tiret tiT• which are all quoted 1• b.Xeav.both 

49b-~a.There i• a sreat deal or doubt ia my miad whether the1e laat 

r our ~ere really decreed at the vounoil or uaba or were added ... 

legendary aubaequeatl7&• a moditioatioa or am:pf'liticatioa.At any 

rate they are all obacure and doubttul,aot only to the vemara ,out 

aleo to the lq,ter commentator• and. moelera writere,ud .._ they dif

fer mat er iall1 ia ooat .. t &ad ia iatell1~1b111t7 rrem the f ir1t tiY• 

which wer e a t leaet t he moat important or tne deer••• and thoee 

which tae a11embl7 took up fir at,in accordance with the ooaditioaa 

ot the tirne1 .Probabl7 atter the1 had t iai abed diecs••iaa\ aa4 •• ma.J 

oe aure tnat theee diacuaaiona too~ no litt1.--t.6•e1 the Tital quea-
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t ioni,~hey turae4 their atteatioa t• l••• importaat 1ubjeota.~o 

douot , t~o , many other deer••• were m&Cle at uaha,but the7 haT• aot 

oeen t raanli tte4 to u•. 

Ia due 00W1•• et tlM,atte a ra\her lncthT ••••i•a,aa 

mu i t b&Te beo th• o••• tor the completion •f noh imPortut buli• 

ne11, tne a•••Dlec1 r&DDi• apr••••4 their apprea1at1•• of the hoa

pi tali ty ot tho people .t 1'9ba.R&bbi 11&4ah 'b •• llai,wbo•• home .... 1a 

U1ha,1poke coaoerain& the glor7 of the ~•rail.Lb• reet 01 tne i aau

gur ator1 ot tne •••9lllDl7 4el1T•r•4 ehort ••rae•• ia which the7 

thanked u4 ble•••4 th• Uaait•• warmly for the kia4 tr•tmeat aa4 

t or the ho epi t&l.1 t.7 which tbe1 nac1 ehown t o t.l'lem. Lhe r act that .. a

o.an b , 1l ai e.loae 414 aot thaak the people for their hoap1tal1t7 bat 

thanked t he Tariou• rabbi• tor tho trouble the7 had take• in cominc 

t o the a1eembly f rom a di 1tance o t between tea &Ad f orty mil•• ia

o.icat e1 t hat he waa a aat1T• of tho towa.It waa on th• laat 4&7 of 

the 1yaod,st'ter the work .... oTer,that the people ot uaha were ad

mittea to tne aea91DlJ p!~c• '1114 tnat the aeaembled raobia expr••••4 
( 9'7) 

their ~ratitu4e tor their heapitalit.7.SeTeral aouro•• 1tato that 

tour &nd thr•e teacher• reapectiTely deliTered the 1ermon1 preaoned 

at v aha in t ne Ti ae7ar4 at o1 abaeh.1he 11milarit7 aad ideatit7 ot the 

namea proTe that both aourcea doaoribo the ••••ioa at Umha,and that 

t he word• ,1 J l ' .l 0) .:>l • are a mi atue,Clu• to l apaua lingua e, r or X4/J IX 

ueha, aince i n ~ abneh,the regular aeat of the aaaeabl7,•o Tote or 

thank• to t he people tor thei r hoapitality would be ••••••ary,wbere• 

ae in uaha,a et r an1e city, t neee 1ermone ot t naruca and appreci&tion 

wer e very apropoa .We ~ call thi• cuetom the pr odeceaaor of our 

moQera cu1tom ot i 1Tia& a Tote ot thank• to the people ot the towa 

where aeaemo! iee are h•14 ,•• do t ne uaioa of JU1ericaa Aebr .. Cea• 

greiatioa• &1ad the Caatral Ceatereaco ot Aaericaa Babbie. 

The llaai at the time ot the •)"Dod of u Iha waa aabb&A 
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auembly , but kept hia•elt altot. th•• rea•on• f or whicil act are not 

preo1 1eiy .lalowa.it l• quit• likel7 1th&t Blaeoa waa toe youaa at thi• 

time to otticlate,or the probable r 11a•o• wa• that h• rctuee4 to r•

pre1ent ... ucte.18111 on iciall7 at tile ~:raod,feariae that hie coueotioa 

with it mi&}lt be miaconatrue4 {b7 ~Ile Bemu s•T•r-•at).Babbi Keir, 

aooordilli to oae autherlt7,who wa• the re&t Jleac1 01 tne u aha veun

cil,had h ad a quarrel with Habbaa SiaHa b. Oamali•l II at th• tiae, 

and f or thi• reaeoa 81meoa 4i4 aet co .. to t.h• a1eembl7.~• it a• it 

may ,he wae not preeeat at v eb&,th• reaeon for wnic.tl i• to be••· 

lected f rom uad •ouaht 6a th• thr .. aboT•·•••tioae4 poa•ib1liti••· 

Th••• are the mo11t iaportaat tact• concera1n1 tfte 

place or t he a1•embl7,date,cau••.u,Cl en&etmente. 'J.'he a1eembl7 at U8ba 

wae or ireat b•.tit te th• future dnelopant ot lu4ai• .Thro'llSh 

i t• decree• ~udain1,Yhioh h&4 been a!mo•t di•rupted aact diaeolT•Cl d•

ring the per iod ot th• llad.riaaio p••r•eoutio•• aa4 th• Bar 0..chba 

r e-rolt , took a new le&•• upoa lite.1~h• a1eembl7 wae the areateat 

tnint:: "h1cn coul.Cl haT• happened ancl which could po••ibl7 h&T• bea 

done f or iaatilliaa new lite blood iato the bod7 ot the reli&ioa. 

·1he 1ynod, where ao 11an7 ·~ola.r• mctt onoe acain a.rter tAe harrow

ing peri~ ot abuae •4 pereecutio11 and prohibi tioa, ia•pire4 them 

with a zeal tor the law which per•:leted down through tne centuri ••· 

! h e lq,\v wa1 the remeciy wn1cn brouaht our raith health aad •trea,sth 

i n thoae daye.The l•&i•latioa whicl:i wae eaacte4 at t18ba, tboup 

mo et ly concerned wi t n t h e •6T~1 li:re or t he people, yet atrenathe1aed 

the bond1 of the family• th• home aimd ot the heart .Kuy were deterred 

I ro111 deeer t i 111 to vhr1at1an1ty,many were mae1e better and more dnout 

J ewa, ~nd tnouan we ••arch the eourcea ia T&ia tor 1ome illkliaa &• 

to the ex.act re.ult• ot the council.•• .. can eaaily aurmiae tne 

e ·1ecte th eee d ecree• had. Th e decree• ot u iha mq h&Te bea ta1rt7 
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'!f~ll observed duriag the ti••• when the7 were •acte4,b1at thq .. 

doubt eooa outar .. their a•efula••• aad beo .. e lUUleoee.ar7.~ertaia 
\ 98 I ' • 

1 

source• eeem to iadicate tA&t the ia•titutioaa ot Uaha were aot 

oindin~,that at l•••t oertaia ea•• ot th .. ha4 ao le&&l teroe,aad 

t hat i t w&• aext to t:mpo••iDle to attempt to em oroe tneir oD•er

vationbut I belin• that all th••• report• rflter ~the 4a7a before 

the eynod ot Uaha whea the7 eziated aa ••1-orricial law• with no 

l e&al f orce. There 1 • no reaaoa ia ST Iliad ter doubtiaa that the de

cree• ot Uaha,at leaat ia the majotit7 .. oa•••,were acrupulou•l7 

ooa erved by raboi• and lfl1Jllen ali~e.rhi•,hewner,i• aot a Ter7 i•• 

portant matter.Little dittioulti•• are bouad to crop out here and 

there in any l"alllluctic diaaert~tioa,witllout,nowever,impairiRI or ob• 

1curiDi the maia neat• ~4 occurreaoea. 

Th• ayao4 ot Uua eaabled putiaa ud exha1a.ted J.•
rael t o recuperatetrom the terrible ert·ect• of the precediq 4&7•• 

I t 1ucceaatull.7 r•a1ate4 the aclTaaoea ot lariat1 .. 1t7,•uooeeded in 

improviai tamily ooaditioaa,eettled m&ny douotr ul point1 ot law, 

and i &Ve the taith a reliiioua momentum Which carried it aloac tor 

many year•.Th•refore the place whicn tne ::>71100. or uaha ha1 in the 

hi1tory or ~ udaiam cUU1ot be caiaaa14. 
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Aa iater•tia1 pa••ac• in the "l'&lmu4 "eruaohalal reoewat• 

t o u• a Ter7 iater••tiac aterT, o .. oeraiaa; a •err.1\llMl8Q&1Jaa4 remaa.

tu:~•••~1whioh teok pl.aoe ia t.he vallq ut ~imnon and ttle unu

•uaJ. ciro\lllataaoea 11bion ait .. 4ect 1t.1' •tat•• that~ at ea• ti•• ••

T•• rabbi•,-•~98 .. eir,IE;..Jwlah .b .. 11&1,l.1••• b.~halattu,a.01 ... 

eon b. vachai,a.•ehemiab,a.~lieser b.~aoeb 1 aa4 R.Jiohaaaa !la.aa4-

lar:, ntere4 the Yalle7 et ~· 1a er4at to iateroJ"late th• 7eu-. 

i ne interoolation or the 7ear ••• ••emin117 acr••4 upoa without 41 .. 

pute_but a •1•1 .. t - 41acua•i•• are•• betwe .. ~eir. aa4 B.liahaaaa 

~aaan4ler with reter•o• to the d•&r••• or holl•••• anct to th• ~a-

WD&h.De11pit• thi• th~ later bee .. • reoeaoil•4 aa4 kia•ed eaoh other 

at partiaa,aad the one who had a whole aarment tor• it in h&l••• 

an cs. gaT• oa• halt' to hi• tri•4 Who had. noae.IJa er4err t• o•--

rat• the •7894 each rabbi 4re•• a nail into a bloc~ or marDl• whl 

lay near b7 an4 thi• bleak wa• hno.rorth oalled the •·aaU•te• ... 

Thi• •78•4 ma7 well ha•• been iaoorporatea into the ohap

\er concernin1 th• 071'04 ot uah&,beoau•• ia realit7th1• e7904 i• a 

for•ruan•r or pr•4•c••90r te th• Uah& 87904.~\lt •ince th• vOUDOil or 

ua!la i• complete in it••lr •• baT• cboaen te 4eeoribe it aa a •P•

cial aynod deapite the tact that oa17 ana rallbi• are mentioned. a• 

having part icipated in it. with t he exoeptioa ot ••• maa th• name• of 

thoee who were pre•ent at t.hi• Rimnon •••embl7 are identical with 

t he seven iaaugurator• or the •7804 at uah&."*Lt.he. ti•• ot t.h• lla6it

riuic peraecuti••• aa4 tho 4ectr•• aaaiaat th• atwly aa4 praotio• or 

the law,many raooi• tl•4 to T&rioua plao•• ia or4•r te pret.eot t.h-

•elT•• ancl to eaoapo the wrath ot t.h• Bo=·e soTaaaent..wha th• ha4-
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r1an1• ecUot . .._. r.,..ke4 ia i.a,tben •n• rabbi• ,ne ••• to 

h&Te ex11•4 th .. •el.T•• to approz1aat•l7 th• •aa• cll•triot,oeteok 

tll•••l T•• back to their h•••• .oa the 1'&7 back th97 p&•••4 t.hr•uch 

t he ~immon •alle7,wtlerein th•J mo•t l1k•l7 met aooor41aa to prnieu• 
(QOO) 

aareemeat 1a er4er to 4eaicle the tixiq ot a l•p 7-.r •1aoe, 

a• a re•ult et tne 7ear• or wart'ar• aael p•r•ecution,tn• proper tiz

in& of th• oal•clar wa• iat~ere4 with aa4 th• o&ladar ba4 ce•••

quently 1otten into 41eor4•r.ih1• matter ••• arraacecl to the 1ati•

ract i on ot all oeaoerae4, ... th• 7ear wa1 iater1J9late4, but 1a th• 

cour•• ot th• 411ou••ion a di•Jn&t• aro•• a• to how Akiba had tauaht 

a certaill law • .Tecbaaaa !la-4l•r; .1a oeatradiotiac Keir,a•••rt•d that 

11e na<1 li. •teneel to J1oa loaa•r atanelin& than ••ir h&4 1ittiaa.K•il'. 

retorted .. that,•iao.a 1oo>uuum waa u Acln••!lriniaa,h• con•equentl7 

wae not an ezpert ia tra41tion•.A reconciliation took place a.n4 the 

nail•ton• wa1 erecte4,a1 ha1 been •tat .. abo••• 
\ lvlJ 

1rea .Kimnon tne •nen •cn.o!ar• proce•Cl•C1 to u aha, 

the nome tewa et Judah 'b_.ua1, .tJpoa tbttr arriTal ia Oaha the7 de

termined to !1014 a •7Jl04 or ail the promi nent raDbi• of tne tiae,uut 

f or thi• purpo•• th•J i••ued a oall to all the rabbi• to .. •••••.~he 

calli•i ot the •Jae• m&J well llaT• been 4etermiaed upon before the 

arriTal at uana • . d ie r••uJ.t• of tne u aha a711od are already Jmon to 

ua.nenoe,th• •••mnbl7 in th• Tall97 ot RimDoa,t~oQCh 4itterat f rom 

the uana •7Do4,Y&• t ne f orerunner to it • .&.he arsument,tb• reooacili

ation,the 41Ti41aa et th• aaraent,aad th• 1ettia& up or tne nail· 

studdea roe~ a• a memorial i1T• ua a araphic picture ot tho oor•

moni•• &tt .. 41ne an anci•t •1Jl04,ju•t a• the •peeoh•• and ••rmon• 

Of than~· preeent t o U8 a fine picture ot the U~ 871104.1.aide from 

it• •ipiticaace 1a l•adiq up to the council ot uaha and throwiac 
li&nt upon it and it• unique portrqal ot the ohal"aoteri1tice ot aa 
ancient •7Do4,the •••embly in the Talley o~ n immon h&• no areat im
portance ter u•. 
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---------- ---------- ----
Ia th• preae41aa chapter• we h&T• taken up the f'iT• cr•at 

aaaembli•• ot iannaitia tiae•.l• th• tell••ia& chapter •• ahall ea

deaTor to explaia Tariou• minor •••embli••. i h• dirr1cult7 lie• in 

tn• ract that \he ••u.roe• ia th••• aa•••,tar trem beiaa heterea••-

eou•, eupera.bundant,ud oonru•ed,are too meaar• anel •caat7.t:ie•• ~ 

th• miaer •71194• quoted wa4w th1• head .... not to haT• been •7-

no ct•; o tner• ••em to h&Te been but lack aome ot the tuadaa•tal ch&r

acteri•tic• et •11ao4•.At Ul7 rate1 1a Ti .. ot the rr-cmentary nature 

01 tne •Ti«ence,tne 4eecr1pt1en ot the •••.mabli•• th ... elT•• will 

De !rapantar7. 

( a)~Th• A••mably in the upper ... haat>•r or .. ecnanan b .... ••&J'J'& 

---------- ---------- ---------- ---------
We read in D, . a eaaootll 41D thllt the elcter1 or the ollezneait• 

and th• mo1t intt.uetial of th• !l'illelit•• entered th• upper cballl-

oer or i &rret ot· a certain .. echanan b .... e•Qr& aad i•ned a •tate-

ment that the Zi&ith had no tixe4 limit or m•eur• •• to the num-

ber or tnreact1.ihi• matter,the •aa• •• the qu••tioa ot th• leaath 

or the LulaT,eeema to h&T• been a mooted que•tion between the .,nam. 

m~ite1 and the Kill•lit•• tor quite a loaa time.It am•t aot be coa

aidered that it wa• ~ matter or idle apeculat i on. when we realize tbt. 

t hat every Jew in tho•• d.&1•,whether the7 were bhammait•• or u il

l ~litea,W'lre a uisith eTery day or hi• lite,it oaa readilJ be ••

t hat it wa• a matter of areat importance f or the people to know the 

exact proTieion with r•aard to the aumberJ ot thr•a4• la a ~isith, 

aince each per•on wiahed to r u1ri11 the requi rement• or th• law •• 

ecrupulouel7 •• he could.It oae tollowecl the .dienne1te• 1 th• u illel-
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--u.e• woul4 •ck at hia aad acou•• him ot Tiolatia1 the real law."'t 

on• did &• tne n illelit•• d14,th• ::tl....-it•• would declare hi• act 

a Tiolatioa ot the -reru.1heretore 1 t wae neo•••u,• te ur1T• at 

•om• aar•••t 1a thi• rather illportut ... tter ,ud tor tni• r•aeon 

~ meet1a1 wa• •CA•CblJ.•4 in the 1arret et ~•obuu l•. JS•~..lt thi• 

&••embl7 the ••t promin•t member• or both •chool11 were preeent, the 

-:natter wa• 4ieOU8•ed M4 ae UUbt broupt to & T0\4a,aa4 the &ner&l 

aereement wa• that no limit or mea•ur• ahoul4 be t :Lze4 ter the Zl· 

zi th, u4 that oae could 4o &• he pl•a••d r•1arcUq i t,wi th the pro

Tieo, ao doubt,that wnereaa ao aaz1- liait wa• ••'t,th• minimum 11• 

mi t ot the nWDber or tnretMl• ehould not be Tiolatei11. J. he nr4 I 7 f::J ~ 

in th• text impli•• a 4eoi•i•a,etherwi•• no cleci•ion woul4 h aT• ta

~en place. Jhe preliminary 41trer .. ce• between the twe •chool• aa4 

th• con•equent 11,»•w ,) J•x .A ·~~ no~ t ~mply a t'ohal deci•ion. 

i he exact time or thi• minor &••9mbl7 caanot be deter• 

mined with &b•olut• preci•ion.:iowner, t he approxinnat• date i• eu to 

&4 c..a. Th• wrcl• J Jn 1' Ji " ~11 ) impli••••r• or l•••·• time or p•r-

aecution and prohib i t ion or raobiaical aa•emblie•., la the caae ot 

L74da and ot l:hananiah the a•aemDl i ea were held iti the aarret 

c~u•e or the SellllUl•''decr•• acain•t •••.ablie•and becau•• ot the 

nece••i ty or k•epin& t he ••••ion eecret.uere too 1~h• word 

po int• to a •imilar r•a•on a.ad to a •iailar time. J'1'ter ?v •uch aec

:- ecy 9.nd precaution• would haT• been wua•c•••ar7; loetween 64 and '10, 

f rom th• rnol t to the destruct i on, th• matter of ·the '"isith riul4 

not h&T• been •o import .. t &• to haT• n•c•••itated a apeci~l aesem

ol y . - n a<1<1 i tion,we eln ••• that the character ot 'thi• &••-1>17 t• u
aolutel7 difr erent f rom tne zealot aynod of 66 under ~haaaniab b. 

Chi•kiah b. G•a.B.tor• BO ,and •ur•l1 b.tor• 4U, the oppre•eion or 

the procurator• and tile coa•equeat r.rracteri•••• ot th• people were 

not •o ••riou• &• to mue i t &dTiaaole f o1· '-ll• ltomaaa to prehibit 
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naTe met ia open ••••ioa without the alighte•t rear or :no!e•tatioa 

or d&naer.Bace,u tar •• we are able to J•clc•, the approximate date 

of thi• •••emDly 1• arom:acl IO,,l.•Tial a perie4 et it.beat 'hirt7 tiT• 

or forty year• after the death of ... 111e1 tor the •tnelop•ent ot 

the two •ohool• u4 th• ailcler teraa ot 41aput•• • .cutth1na i• known 

reiardln1 the pereoaalit7 ot o1ochanaa 1>. Jt-e~a,actt n• to which 

•chool he beloaae4.•eth1aa 1• kaown conceraina the reeult or the &•• 

sembly other than that it repr••-t•4 a oomproaiae between the two 

school•, a tact wbich would ta4 to preT• ~t th• 1a.aa*bl7 amat 

ll&Te ta.kn place bef'ore the di8putel betweeD the t1fo 8Choole &rft 

•o •erlou1 •• to preclwle all chance• tor aompromitte .J.he a•H111lol7 . 
was no doubt welcomed by th• p•ple , ia....aoh •• ~Lt &&Te them the 

f reedom to choo•• uetwc en the two •choola or to tolLlow,without the 

leaat paaa• ot coaaaince the teacher to whom the3r felt inclined, 
1 

~t l•~•t in the matter et \he Z6i&ith. 

( b) The Keetiaa ia the neuae or o1oche.nan b.:.achw~ani•. 

---------- ---------- ---------·· --
we are tolci in the al•hna tha.t 1 •t one thae, tne nillelit•• 

and the m.emwit•• W a di•pute conceraia1 the .,uc:c&b • .1. ne wihmai te 

party maintained that it one ha.4 hi• head aa4 the -.1or part or 
Ai4 r /, #,., , 

hi• body inside the ouacsh mile the table wa• iaajLae1 it waa untit, 

while the nillelite• &Terred that it w&• r 1•. !he njlllelite• thereto• 

mo•t 

prominent members or bot.ti echool.• h&4 &••• to Tiai 1~ a certain man 

named vochanan o. nacnurll?lil!\ eon of the ... hur<Uli te woaaaJ .u4 ha4 

f ound him •ittina in hi• Buccah in the position wnjLch the -. illel• 

i tea had s tated wa• peraiaaible,and that none ot the .a illelite• or 
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~h~aite• had •aid &n7thiaa to Ai• oeaoeraillc i,.Whernpon the *--

me. it•• retortad that euch was not tne aa•e,Dut that the •••lable4 

member• had told hi• that he nad aeTer properl7 f ulfilled the com

mandment coaoerniq 'h• S.Ooah U he ha4 al1r1tt7• Mt ia that poeitioa 

~otnina i• known or thi• a•e .. Dl7,tor 8'10h it ..... to 

me to ha•• bea, uoept what we ha•• s t ated. aoo•e. i he word. 1 /' l. ~ 
t eem to imply t hat it wae Juet aa iatel'll&l •1•1t,but thi• werd wa• 

uaed l ikewi•• in tne ca•• of the a•••ol7 et Chuuiah.Oa the other 

nand, the tact that th• eld•r8' i.e. the mo et prominent a..oera Jet the 

two achool• o .. e to •i•i' him 1a4iaat•• that eome important reaaon 

l ed t he:n t o conTene.Bethiac i• to14 u• coacerainc the re8Ult• or 

~n 1 1 rn eet i ne althou{;b there probabl.7 •er•.•o••.Prebabl7 a r .. po i nt• 

or difference were adJuated,a• wa• the ca•• at the preood.iac ainor 

aaae:Dbl7.Th• date ot t n i• •••• ion :aa7 haTe been 'lily time f rom 16 to 

5v v.a.,the reaaon• beiac the .... •• tho•• which induced me to 

?i ~ce t ne precedin& aa• .. bl7 betwe .. BO>to 6',a .. el7,the tact that 

t ne termimu 'l quo . • th• 7e&r 11, & r n year• &t't•r the d.•th of 

r. illel,asd. th• t•~iaue ad. qu• i• about 4v or lu, t e time wnea the 

r ule or t h• preouratore b•CU to weich h ... TJ upon tn• peopl e '1.lld rre 

~uent trouole ~d clash•• broke out,at which period open •••embli•• 

1uch aa thi a one eeem• to h&Te been were t erbidd.ea an4 aecret ••
\ l v 3J 

1e~bli•• 1a &&rret• too~ the ir p l &cee • 

---------- --------- -- -- ---
rer many 7ear• there was conat1U1t f rictioa between the !11-

!elitea and the Mh• nnai te• ,•hicn oeG'Ul eTen in the da7• when nillel 
\ l•4J •&• ali••.The Talllmd "eruachalmi t el l • us that Sclt a certain 

~ 

tiae,Aillel had a diepute with the tihammait•• concerning 'l11 ~ct 

~hich he h '\cd done with an animal he bad bro\l&ht \• the Temple tor 
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" el\.oririoe.n• - .. •4,howner,t.o pat. th• ott \ 0'11.71 j ) •{11,1) 

lllld t:tey departed.I\ r .. dq• lat•r,ho•n•,\h• •• aaiao4 th• 

upper band and aou,aht to l ix t he al fl.cha in aocorclaaoe with their 

opin ioa,but due to tne pre•ence of --.ba D .. ~•tab ,oao or t.no .. re 

moderate of t.he Sh•-•lt.eo,wbo &eJaaowleqed t nat the law WfU in ac

cor ag,nce wi t n tne opinion or n illel,tne .."Jhammait.•• were prnented 

r r om oarrylna out their inteatioa aa4 it. wa1 11&4• a law ia oontor

mi t y with th• Tlew ot th• ftillollt••• 

Thi• ao•embly took place ia the 4&7• Wh• nill•l wa• 
st il l ~l1T•\ born aroun4 'Pv .o.w.•.land wa• &n ol4 man \ /J' 7 il ~5a 1 

t nerer ore within tne two decao.ea preced1na tne birtn ot ~hriat..A 

date of 15 to 10 B1c.a.woul4 make Aillel u old man ot 60 or eo 
and thia date 1• the moot probable one.The date lo further deter-

\ lv&J 
mined by the tact that .oaba b • .outah,a diaoiple or ohammai waa 

olinde~ by n ero4,.no died '~.~.•.,~nd muet tnercrore h&Te atten-

aea tne aeeemo!y berore t nat time.~he for•i oina diepute may h&T• t.. 

xen place in the reeular ochool-hou•• or &•••mbly h&ll,but thi• 1• 

nowhere otat•d &• haTin& b een the caee,while on the other band, ~ne 

eJl'.pr ession X"' ~ { ~ 1( 1 1 o lll ,7 1
111 ,•and .o&ba o.AJutah wae t nere" , 

lt ee!I an unu11Ual expreeaion,may be taken to indicate an extra-San-

nedral looation,bat where it wao 1• unlmown.At any rate the Shamma-

it••·· t .. day• &tter they had been put ott b7 nill el,!ound them-
\ 

j 1 I 
sus, ~" 

s<:?J. vee to be i n t he maJori ty ~ 11 1~ I at a certain , wi t n 
~ 

toe reeu! t mentioneQ aoove. i bi• 11 only another of the oeri•• ot con~ 

f licta bet.ween th• two oppo•ina 1choolo,and it 1• not unlikely that 

many of the detail• concernina thi• aeeembly aa well ae otnera were 

intentiona! ! y omit t ed a.na dieregaraea. 
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( 4) .A 1Uaor -'••embl7 Ot \he ftillelit•• an4 "1._.it••· 

---------- ·------·-- -----------. ---------- --
we i.&Te •een trom the preceding that tne dispute• anCl ditrer

encee between the n U.l.eJ.1 tee anci tne o:>hammai tee proTiCled tne mo ti Te 

ana incitement to the two areat aa•embli•• ot Chananiah and lalalaeh, . 

t>ut that they al•o ••r• the baoqround ot th• three minor aa•em· 

olie• which we i.Te ju•t dlecuaaed.·J.·heee dimputee led to tne con

v e:iina or tne leaciera or th• two acnool• wneneTer a di•putea. matter 

01 ir•at importance had to be aettle4,ud it •e•• Ter7 probable 

that m&ll7 .. re •uch a••911bli•• than are reported in the Talmudic 

source• aotuall7 occurre4.All4 herewith the L&lmuCl report• at>out a 

f ourtn aeeemDl7 or tJ'.11• kin4. 
\ lu6J 

we reao. iD a paeeaee wn1cn,etranael7 enough,c~a-

tain• a T&ri•aate4 report ot th• Chananlah •1Jlo4,tbat th• two •ohoo• 

were inTolTed in a 4i•pute reaar41n1 peraon• who had placed veeeel• 

under a water-•pout in order to sather up the rain-water.Lhe .,hem

m~itee.~1 tnout reeervation,oue to tneir rear tnat the Te•eel• miiht 

have been contaminated by the non-Jew•,declared auch Te•••l• ae ren

derini the bath unfit,while the ntllelitea,makiDi & di•tinction be• 

t~een one wno forgot it tnere ana one wno placed it tnere,4eci~ed 

t hat only in tne latter caea would the bath be rendered untit • .l 

split between the two •choole wae thu• create4, .. t1l,a• our pa•eaae 

inform• ua,s Yote wae taken;the Shammaite• proYed to oe in tne ma

J Or1ty,~a t nererore fixed tne law accorain& to their way,out gran

tea t ne n illelitee the~ conce••ion that it one foraot a T••••l un-

der a •pout in a priTate court,the bath wa• not rendered unfit. 
\ 10?) 

Uany echol&r• reaard thi• a• oeing a part or tne 

~e eemoi.y or vhanani'J.ll e.nCl state that thi• law wae one or tne ei~h-

t een or thirty •ix deer••• p••••d by the Sb1U111DAit•• oTer the ftil• 

l elitea.But ,aeit ••em• to u•,thi• Tiew cannot be malntaine4 in th• 



66 --
1 ace or tne foJ..lowine fact•: 

( 1) .Th• law 1U'.l 17 JtnJ, o·~.::> n 'Jfl i1 wa• not a wbJ eat . c&lcu

ltited to haT• bea takn up b7 that. sealot Shemrnait• a•••mblywho 

were bent on ••ttin& tnrou~ their anti-neatnen leaiel~tion despite 

a.J.J. obet&cJ.ee. 

t2J.J.t 1• not inclwl•4 in the orieinal li•t and therefor• 

muet be a •p•cial poiat ot 41tterenoe at a 41tterent time. 

l~}.Ia connection with thi1 law the bhammaitee eranted tne . · 

nilleJ.itee a conoeeeion,wnereae at the aeeembly or vhananiah no con

cessi on or aareement wa1 poe1ibl•.fteace I choo1e to reaard thi1 ae 

a 1pecial minor ae1embl7 which took place ... t probably a .a..~• 

t i 1ne bet o~• tne vhananiah &•1embly and tormed one ot a 1•rie1 ot 

1everal minor aeeemblie• at Which the promiaent Billelite• aad Sham

mai tee i Ot toaether and decided certain dieputed point• ror the 

~uiaance ot the people,ae we haTe explained at &r•&ter leneth in 

connewtion with a preoedin& a••eabl7.All detail• oonoernine the t.1J111, 

place,and inner circumeta11C•• ot thie meetina are lackine,and we 

are let t i n tne d&r~ ae to wnetner or not otner matter• beeidee tne 

one ~t i eeue were diecueeed at thi1 ••••ion.All thi1,hcnrever,11 a 

eubject ot •peculation. 

le) The Aeeembliee in the Shadow ot the J>OT•-oote in "abneh. 

l 108) 
n&bDi 1arphon,ao two pa••&&•• of tal.mudio literature 

inform us,~&• ee&ted on Sabbath afternoon in the ehadow ot a pi

i eon-houae or dove-cote in "abneh, 9urroundea by a eroup or bi e pu-
\ 109, 

pile or ot· tne elders ot· the timee .aere T&rioue queetion• were 

asked of Tarphon and annered, but they are ot auoh a tr1T1&l nature 

that it ia unneceaeary to atate them. 



•• --To rq mind it. appear• that it wa• not a recular a•••bl.71ln&t Juat 

a friendl7 round-table Shabbaa-aachat tt-c 4iacuaaion wch aa the vr

tnodox are wont t.o haTe in t.ne ochul tod11.7,~Tery o&bbatn at aincnan. 

i arphon,the teacher1 woul4 &iT• hi• pupil• a little LJJJ ') 7 or 

embryonic Ki4raeh.Th1• ouatom no doubt extended thro\&&)1out many a 

year ,&nd muat haTe t~en pl~C• between 116,&tter tne asaemDly or 

"' aonell,~O. 12&1 tne oeainnin&• ot the rnol t qain1t '-".. which 

led up to the !!&4r1anio peraeoutioaa a tew yeara later and t.o the 

con8equent pronioition or the •tuay ot tne law.iarpllon,aa we h&T• 

~lready •••n,took a prominent part ia the a saembly ot LJdd& 1ner

al year• later.What. th• 71Jw waa ounot be deterained with ab•o-

1ute definiteness. i t moat proD~Dly wa• a lar1e bui !aing in a ear4en 

l\?lQ t ne rabbi• aat in it.1 cool ahade on the bot Sabbath atternoona. 

It may lilmwi•• haT• been the name or a peraon who accorded the 

rabbia the priTil•i• or uaina hi• grounaa f or tne meetin&•.At any 

rate tni• meetina h&a no import.an .. ,!or nothinc aerioua waa diacua

•ed, tnere were no probl ... to aettle,no ooaditiona to l•li•l•t• 

r or,9.Ild no result• to be obtai ned. 
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lfOTD. ------
.. ,. 1. aiahna oabb.!,•.ihi• l• the oai7 pa•eac• in th• aieh· 

na wnich mention• \he •••embl7 ia t;baauillh'• ••••.All \he other 
r•t•r•o•• are tu• tr•• th• two Talmd• aa4 th• Teaetta,u4 repre
sent pro4uot• or •ecoaciar7,tert1ar7,ui4 l•&tmd&r7 •ourc••.1hi• tact 
iu.u1trat•• ho• obeou.re '11• whole •'-~ 18,-4 .... -... th• aeoee-
11 t7 ot .xercl•lllS ar•t oare ia the acceptaaoe aa4 rejection or 4•
t a.111.vtber t.bu in .,.bbath 1 1 ' '-hananillh' • a.a• 11 not matioae4 in 
the !.1labaa'rhe Kiabaa or \he other eov.ro•• 4o not 1tate that he wa• 
illan4 that tor thi1 reaeon the7 wen) up to T11lt him.!t ••eJD• to 
have been a precono•1T•4 14ea an4 1cheme to la4uce th• nill•lit•• to 
meet th• 8b.•?F91t••·The Jllahaa aa4 th• other ..a.re•• are ab1olutel7 
1i lent •• to th• role pl&7ed b7 ~hanani&h in the enactment or tne 
~ighteen :~•a•ure•. 

l~'" aoT• 2. 111 ]I 11 ,1''rn /1 ,1'J.Jn .xzequatl7f1A,J111> la later eour. 
cei.Jt.Sabb.1,4 re'41 / ''1/A { • 

BOTK 3. Thi• 11 the tiret rabbinical •••embl7 mentioned in i&l
muaic literature,excludin& th• meeting• or th• •chool-hou••• ,aca
demie1 and Beth DiB,whioh were r•&Ular• Th• almo1t unuimou1 opinioa 
~revail• aaoaa the acholar• that it waa held beror• the deetruotioa 
o t the second temple.it 11 quite po1aible that other a11.abli•• to .. 
place bet' ore thi1 oae, but ot th• •• haT• ao record.Ia Chap.& we h·•u 
nave tried to proTe that one or two minor aaeeabliee too~ place be-
1 ore thi1 one. tthil• the Beth Din and the Suheclria were tlouriahiq 
there wa1 DO ••ed tor 1pecial 171lod1;henoe •• need not be 1urpri1ed 
t nat tner• were none pr•Tiou• to the one under diacuaaioa. 

•OTK 4. b.Saah.41a. 

BOT•&. b.Sabb.1'7&. '>.l>llJ 'J!Jj :J.ldrJ 71!J .J J.S,1 11'17 [)J') 1-JJAI 
D1 l•n5 A11 je> 71AJ 

Thi• report,thouab tairl7 accurate •• to th• actual atate or &!fair• 
yet i1Tea the impreaeion tnat tAe a11emoly too~ place durina the 
lifetime ot Billel aad Sb•11111•i and that they •et up the .. orda in 
the achool hou1e.Thi1,howner,cannot be the caae,eince tne who.Le 
ec•n• i• ena9te4 in aqd before the aarret ot Challaniah.It we under
stand by j ~ ,l the j j ,7 .A'l. an4 by ·~r>IP the 'f..r>vJ >. "1 and tak• the 
worda ~,n 1~>1.1 aa ret errin& to the armed "'1&r0.1 aet up by tne 
~hammaitea before the hou1e ot Cluuaaniah,the ditticulty will be re
moved and the otherwia• unintelli&ibl• T•r•• will oe clear.1his zea
l ~ t a eeemoly i 1 the onlJ one in Which eworde and armed troop• played 
an important part,and at no other time,either betore or atter,did 
condition• warre.nt the 1ntr4duction or armed f orce in order t o ea
taolish certain 4ecree1.Certaia acholare,probabl7 mial•d b7 the a
bove difficult pa1aase,place the enactment ot the eicht•en 4ecreea 
in t ne 01<1.eet time1 or ..... eth ohammai and .ueth nillel,1.e.loaa before 
66 jao,e.a.D.Jlettmaa (Der Ober1te Geriohtahot).S•• Sot• '·0•• 1oholar 
l S.ZeitlinJ holda to the view that the ollammaite1 torc1017 preTen
t ea :nore n1llel1tee trom enteria& the aarret ao •• te be abl.9 to 
J(e ep their majorit7.Bowner likel7 thia m&7 be,the Teree VJ.)' flJ)Ji'I 

X. .J, ~ A 'I.,.~ / 111 I e eema to &r&Ue qainat it. 

j)I G'.1'.JS 6. :M.iahna l>&bb.l,4. 

lllOT• 7. : il'1' u.J 'i li'JnJrJJ :A;JJJ.lt l')?A 11~ l i1,J) (J) .n 1 
Thia can reter,if it 11 at all reliable,~ to the frequent di•

~ 11~'!' 



--cne1ona or the t• •ohool• but to a 4etia1te 4&,7 ell which aa 
irreps.rsble,a• it ••em•4,breaoh between the two aohoola oocurreG 
'!Ul<l wnicn wa• conaiclere4 UDluclq.nuce it ID&7 reter to th• Cbaaanillh 
ae1embl7 •• !lewner,theclat• 9th et Mar 1• •ewh•• oeatlrae4 aacl la 
immaterial,aa4 it ..... to be onl7 one or the leaeaG• or tr&Cl1t1ona 
wnicll later aro•• aa e.be1119ha•t• et th• uaiCI"• aa•.Ul.7.Wh•ther 
or not a taat 4q waa aotuall7 ucreecl u4 it it waa oDaerTe4 ir de
c~ eed ia proDlematical. 

Jueaer ~Ghe•i• ua4 Ce ... •iti•• 4•r ll&lach••·-l"UC ) 
ple.c•• the aa•e.1»17 a tn 7eara beter• M, ia the tiae ot ooapar
at iTe peace and bet'or• tae aotual rnolut1on ha4 brokea o•t.Welaa 
('I,lYJplao•• the aa•eabl.7 a little after th• 4•th et Aarlppa I.W 
( 44) . Neither aanmptloa,Aowner, •••• to be Jaatit"1e4 in th• tao• or 
t ne aboTe-amati•••4 taota.Kla•c•r hl .. •lt atat•• that th• aaatlllbl7 
~u•t h&T• taken plao• ia the tirat preaidmatial. 7ear ot ~tmeon ~~. 
when rrocurator .ielix proTeke4 the peepl• to 4eaperatlea ,Whm th• 
SjTiaa• in Cae-.rn 4eolve4 th• 1•• to be wt thout ri&hta,and wnen 
the " ewe in Alexand.ria were ma4• to autr er terribl7 troa t.h• hatred 
a'f the Greeka.At u7 rate,n"ecer adait• that it 1• 41ttioult to ••
certain the esaot date or the •JD04 with certalat7,out the con41tio• 
of th• ti••• aa4 th• aolt••t prnaillq about 1dl1ch h• 1pealca 
indicate & date around 88 tor the adoption Of tne8e harall anti-he&• 
t ~en meaaur•• in the tao• ot the tact t.hat the7 prebabl7 caaaed a 
lot ot hara to th• 1.... t .. preauppo••• a ti•• or d••P••t prea-
sur e f rom wi tnout ancl the breuiq out or th• 'briaht &D4 UDqun
cilaDl• tl-• of hatre4 ac&1a•t th• terelpe• iD the heart• ot th• 
.i ewiah people. 

~OT• 8.b.l>&bD.l?b • 

.. u'J.'JS 9. o.1>abD.l?a • .th• pa••aa• trom J>.ril - l.1n l:i~..J 
naa r.t ermoe te th• Clauaniah a••-1>17 , but 1 t waa taken out et 
it1 or6ainal place probabl7 acc1dentall7.uid put in a place in wnicn 
tt ~oea not 'beloac. 

wot• 10.'b.Sabb.l&&b aa4 ••t t• th• T•••· 
SO~ 11. J.Sabb.I•'• 

IO~ 12. vne or tneae ia in b.~DD.!3D•17D,a Tery inTo!
ved and lona drawn out .. ooWlt.The aecoad ia iD J.S&bb.l•'•quoted 
under the name ot the rabbi• of v&eaarea Who were quotin& an aaon
yt!lO\U ~•r&7tha• '1'he third i• la the .... p&••ac•, quoted a1 aa MOP 
nymoua Berqt.ha,lfhil• th• tou.rth 1• the authentic aocount quotec1 un
~er the name or ~imeon ben ~ •chai.Th• •implicit7 aa4 •traialltfor
wardneaa ot Slaeon b.Joohai 1w narratiT• •• compared with the otner 
t nree i • Tery 1trikini.1he other three bear all the earmark• ot tra
ditional ampl:it icatton and embelli•hmnt and can har4l7 be ta.ken 
ser i ouelJ\••• ~ete 131. i nat the &DoTe-enumerated •i&nt•en are the 
ori&inal on•• i• contira•d b7 the~ tact that brea4,cheeae,o11,an4 
daughter• are coDl!1'on t o all the ro~~ account• ,wnil• auch law• aa 

D. I.);\) 'f> ·~ ; ' "/)A) .) ,,, ~ ,~ ,, i 0 ' f">/ 11 r ') .( i I ) J ~ ,..l. and other impertinent 
tn1ni• are ab•olufel7 omitted from n.oimeon b ... ochai · • report.A».o&D. 
l?b etatea waequ1Tocally that 'brea4,oil1 •1ne,aa4 4auaht•r• were or 
t ne ei&}lteen deer•••· 



llDTa.Cla. It i• not 46ttioalt to un4erataad,o•o• the oriaiD&l 
decr ee• haT• been aacerta1ned,how and Wb7 81lch ceataaioa 1• tho 
aouroea aa4 auoh a heaptaa up aa4 a.plltloatioa of the •1&ht•en d•· 
cree• came about. ih• recollection or the •7DOd&l c1AiJ which markecl 
t .l'le triuaph ~ th• 'la• it•a:natvallJ' waa aot a TftJ' plea ... t ••• 
t o tn• nill•lit••.~hia cua eaai l7 be aeen trom the •TaaiT• aaawer 
iiT•D 1• b • ._ .. '4.rah 291> b7 ll.leabu. to R.I»••l who ... ia
qui rin& a• to the reaaon for the pron1D1ti oa or oneeae,aa4 tr .. th• 
r act that h• tiaal.17 &Toid•d u uawer alt•a•theru4 led hi• eTer 
to another topic •• thoup loathe to cliacuaa t!le c i rowaataaoea 
lead.ins up to th• prehibitiea.Thi• i• th• -· a.1.abu. whe,i• 'b. 
~&DD&th 15~b proteat~ &e&iDat the els)lteen deor•ea,atatiaa t!lat 
on that 4a)' the ma•n l&•• W oTcateppe4 th• beua4a an4 W blot
t ed out the prQer aeaeure. Aeaoe,wtiat waa more natural ~hU that. , 
wnen th• nill•lit•• later repiae4 th• upper haacl, tbq alMtuld. tr7 
to obacure th• oriain&l eiptem and the attendant ciroumetanoee, 
enould 1atre4v.oe ether,tiotitieua 4eor••• to make it appear that 
th e nillellt•• ha4 taken a part in the prooetdins• of th• •7Jl•d1 

9.nd. hael aar•ect to tho p&•HC• et a aeooa4 ••t of •iabtee ln• 4i· 
rected acaiaat the heathen• without a qua.rrei.~ut the eame reaaon 
'lfnicn made the !lillelitea ao loathe to pa•• the oriaiaal ei&htea 
decre•• acainat the heathen• , except under compule1on, would haTe 
prevented thea troa p&••ia& tho aecoad ••t which tertiary aourcea 
epeak or •• h&Tina b e~a paeeed. unan1moua17.a dd to thie the tact tbat 
the ori1iaal lL. aa quoted 'b7 Slaeon b.1eoha1 wero lo at track ot bo
cauae or tho additional apurioua d.ecreea.~. oaa>D.l5a apeake ot 36 
decr•••.or two ••t• et 18,~tatiac that ••• aet waa pa••ocl unanilloue
ly • 'l?ld tnat the otaer aet wae pa•••4 on tne •.M..euul 4q atter aa all
d.ay 4i•Plt•.Th• abaur4i t 7 et thia leand&rf/iil.~i" troa the tact that. 
i t repreaenta the aynoel ae haTiaa laated two 49,1'•,i• maalteat.J.Sab. 
I. 7 etat•• that there wero thr" ••t• et 4ooreoa: oao aet waa 4ec
r eec:t wi t hout d.iecueeioa:one ••t waa 41-.r•e4 upoa,bat u adJ••t-
ment took place: ud the third ••t waa abaolutel7 clincr••4 upon • .t.111• 
t11i r<1 aet i• iDClicati T• or th• attempt. et aubaequent ft1•41oa1 
1cnolare to aplaia &W&J' th• whole Tlctor7 ot tho cb=-•it•• b7 eta
t ini that the ;~ ill•litea had ha4 aa oq11&1 abaro 1• th• ....... ot 
36 ot the lawa.Tho atatemet concenina the two ••te,oae which thq 
decreed. with the conaent ot all and ••• about which thq 41ffere4 at 
f i r et but aubaequatl7 aar•~ upon aeeme to be the laat 11DJt ill th• 
cnain or propaauda, the object .t which wa• to depr1T• tho •e it.• 
party or the la•t Teetice or glory and Tictory and to lll&ko th• 
raote or the •••ably .. r• aacl more obaouro.hn JC.ueaer aa4 i.ei
tlin 114mit that the eiib,teen whi ch the7 4eoreed and the ei&ht•n UJ19 
wh ich thq at tirat dittorect aa4 thn later roachecl an &cr•••t 
9.re t h e e:une an4 that there were theretore onl7 two ••t• ot doer••• 
at the moat. 

A• further proot ot the tendenc7 to harmonize t he dir-
f'i cul ti ea or t o expl~in th• &W&J' atir•l1 ,cf tho Teraol /1).J'I IJI~ 

/17".J/) I i}J I ) l'). /11" 7 '/)j,., IJtll /rJ~ f.J1.1l 1.J1 l lN 
Both thie atatoment aaa. tho 11w1J >•I'l l ' '/J' .J ori 11 are impoe-
::i i t>l e a.net a.uthentic becauee ot tho Torae 0 1•..) 11 11J ) ~ 11,1 JJt/J 11•;1 

.J V11 11 ,JllJ,t)JIU ,Which preTe• that the Whole a••embt7 took place 
on one 4a7. ~till further proor of thi• tendency i e naap.i • e explaaatt 
i on of th• ~ • Jx ~.¥ 11

1] J to mean I ·Jr> .l J11>J>J I·~ JJ J'i111J •j J 
1. e. to preTent any oae tr om leaTiD~ becau•• t hey w1 shedl to take a 
vote or - 11 t he membere. Th• later rabbi• tried to ll'lllooth it out b7 
1a71Di that ollly n illel wae i nvolTed and not tne eehool or ilillel, 
i n the defeat (ct .llaahi too took it 1• thi• ••n•e.b.Sabb.1,a. 



--r erhape thie •am• de•ir• tor cloudin1 the eTent• and m1n1m1z1ns the 
1mportanwe 01' t!1e vhNllJlll!lite•• Tictor7 led thoee WftO wrote up the 
meetiac (Blllelit••)~o refer to the •1S)lteen deer••• in a eemi•con
temptuoue manner a• tne ') ~7 u••, the 18 th1ac•, 1·•·•1thout th• 1•
i&l rorce &D4 authorit7 that replarl7 enaotecl law• &aTe,and th.at 
f or tn1a reaeon another authorit7 •tated that ,&lth•uch all the 
other lawe could be uanu.11•4 under certain conttition•,nobod,J could 
annul the ,l.7 II "' ,beo&a•• the7 were p&•••d at the ri•k ~ peo
pl e ' a lireor eTen after actual b1oo49J'led.L>Ome echolare,e.1.Kl••
i•r,t&ke the p&•eac• 1• b.Babb.115a which •P•&k• ot two aeta or 4e
creea,•• an attempt at oeapr .. 1•• •• th• part ot the eohoole on 
tnat Ter7 ~,but it l• better tuen a• explained a.bo'"e.•ince tne 
authentic •11htema door••• p&•••d b7 the lbeeneit•• were eutt1o1mat 
an~ they accompliabed tnereb7 thei r complete objectiT•. 

ao!• l•. o.~•itlla in hia uce1.lnt •••&7 •Diz·luait •••-
uree•" ca ... 4 .. a-...1a••J . •p-.kl et tw ••t• ot •l&bt••· t11e 
rirat aet ... aletia1 or law• ac•l••t the ,.. .. teed articlee, .. -
cial relatieaabip• with the p&1ana,aaainat accept.in& paaan 1irte, 
a law acaln•t •iaratien tr•• Jl&l•etiae b7 deelariq th• paean lua4 
unclean,an4 two or three rltl&&l. 1........ '1} s~~ .1. all,thlr
teen ot th• •1Sht•en be1a1 identical with t hirteen or the authentic 
law•, the other ti•• beiaa cul.1•4 tr•• Ulea& the ar•t ma•• ot lure 
q~oted in the a::plitie4 aub•141ar7 •ourcee.~n• aecon4 aet ot •i&h· 
tten,he •971,ooaelet• et law• p&•••d acaiaet the o&duceea,wtlo were a 
d1 1turo i na e1 .. eat trea wlthia.Tbe purpo•• ot the aeaea.r•• aaalaat 
the prltate,etatea ueitl1D1 W&8 to deprlTe t hCD or their iac ... of 
Terumah,aa4 b7 th• deer••• et thi• ••••1011 the rhari•••• mad• l t 
qlmo at iapoeeiol• r or t ne vachlceean pr6••t• to eat ~.--4 th 
waa DO eppeeitiea troa the nillelitea in the pa••&&• or tneae ant1-
~a4uceean law•,eiao• th• B111•11t•• hat.eel th .. •• mach a• 414 the 
~n&:::l!:i&i tea •• or example• or t heae e.nti-Sed.lloe ... l .. • of ... z.l»ta Y, t 
12,•.Tu.IV.a.What •• etated al>••• about th• aatve and purpo•• or 
the &see:noly will 8Urf ioe to reject thi• •1 ... That the Sb• it.ea at 
a ••••ioa la a ti•• or relia ioua '1.Dd ~olitic&l. peraecutiena bJ the 
neath••••• ••••ion hel4 primaril7 te enact retaliatory la•• acai nat 
t~e heathen• and to roroi• all iatercouree and iaterrelatlea 9*th 
t.h ma 9hould h'Te concenaec1 th•••lT•• ri th anti•oadllceaa 1•11•1.a
ture aena altecether iacomprebenaible. "bereaa ~&l.Jmd j eruecnalmi 
atat••I)\ ,._.,.). ) r 1 O'iA ..>tt _ ~·!J J~ 1">1'A W Ji1 1 ~ , lt 1• newer• atated 
that dee~··· acai••t "the 8'41ic••• •er• l*•••d. ~h••• ao-calltd ...ad
~cean decreea m11•t theretere be relecate4 t• the cate1or7 ot l•
sendtU'1 deer•••· wnich ?ri inated later Ul4 which had. no place a
'"D& tile ori&ia&l eichteea. 

• OT" ia. he word• 0 1• 1 11 1&auall7 are taken to r.rv te 
t ne day who B .. lasar b.Aaariah wae appo1ate4 in place ot the depo
s ed vazal i el IL.•~ Jabneh.Dut here in J.u&bb•'•' th• contat olear-
17 indicate• that the7 r.rer to t he aaaa:ably ot ~h&nllllillh,•• n •• 
;:;abb . J. .•. b.S&bb.18-, l'1b,aa4 •la.where.la other wor4a, O r.l. JJ. 
and O l'il Mii cuat oe tu~n "!'i t h r~f'erence to the coatat and can 
rer v to &DJ creat neat er to an.7 creat cl&J wnich i • under aia
:::u•ion, ~l thoW".)l !.n eeneral. it i• true that ia the aaJ••1t7 ot ca -
eea , cc ..... ~ ad&i=,ttt• worch o r1 12 r.ter to th• d&7 et G..aliel'• 
depoaition. 
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. t' ;r D'fl'J> ~ At)s,lr> /J..J" 'l.1 OtdG. (Jr• • Th• •-inc or the wor4 Dir>'-" ia 
untnt.e111&U»l•.rerbp• lt fta14 be better t.e rM4 r1r>•,. ,1.e.a law 
paesed at: ••• iD 16& or lN B.C.S.in the -abb- tlaea.The A.
oraim in th• aoo•• paa ... e,tn 4i•ousainc tn• time or tne prehibl· 
oa otl, at.at.• that. ll9&1el torba4• it.,t,e oil likewise waa terbi44en 
during the A\accabeC\ll p_erlo41 •inoe ~1•1 ... wrlttea at. that. t.iae, 
'1'11••• thir4 had fourth o•t1117 aot.ioea cu barcll.7 be \Un •erl• 
oual71hewner.The 4iepgtla& amraim are Juat hll&ardiq cu••••• or 
quotin& lecesada.•h••• , .. aad ether oaaea,la 917 eplaioa,11111atr~t• 
the tendency to repr•• at. tlle pr••esa\ 1-• •• baYlq beea ebaer
Te4 in the p&•t,Juat as t ne rabbi&l like to picture Abraham aa 
ooaorTini th• Whole '•ran berore it. waa aotu&ll7 ci•en.ur pernapa 
it ia a part. or the plan,&lr•~ rererre4 to,to detract. tr•• the 
import.aace et the "henne1t••' ' Yict.ory b7 repreaeatiac a larc• part. 
or th• •ichteen mea•ur••,e.c.oil,teo4 art.icle•,brea4,et.c.aa ba•inc 
oeaa prohioited pr .. ioualy,•hereDy it wouJ.Q appear th.at wnat tne 
·lllamm&itea enacteci were not auOh new la•• arter &!J.. 

•U'l"• 1'7. A.lthough /r>uJ,oil,i• lackiq in tt.Simeon'• 
report,it ia mentioned in all ~he other •ourcea,an4 eT•n in b.Ab· 
oda Zara 3t5b an4 b.Sabb .l 'lb /;1.,~ ·~ /~> /,l'Jtl.n, /J"/ /Jf)"11 JJ3 i1A.All JV 'l)'l.f .,,,, 
oil 1• mentioned.The word '/po undodDte4ly wa6 inadTertently om-
1 t teC1 t·rom tne autnentic 11't,9.DC1 an extra ap1ce 

1
or fooQ artic.a.e 

wa• inserted in i ta place,or •l•• /11'.l1Jl.1 ,,, .J l. are to be re-
ckoned aa one,or •l•• the word• /,J·J~ are npertluoua.It. 1• 
aelt-e-ri4ent. that an import.ant a.rt.ic1e ot coneumption li~e oii 
wouJ.n not oe eXCeP.ted rom tne anti-neatnen proT1siona.vt.too j • 
.... aoo. J. • 7 ]r>"' ,J .AA 1 '~ 'f> ' j Jr>W • Th• Ailioraim were di acua
ain~ the eep9.rate item1,and oil nsuat ha•• belonae4 to th• oriainal. 
l iat.. 

•OTK 19.Joaephua teatitiea in th• oaae or oil too 
that in rnan7 caaee indiT1C1uai vewe or iroupe or .ewe rerueeC1 to 
uee the oil or heathene.ihe ~ew• ot Antioch refused to accept oil 
r rom the G)'JID&aium l•&d•r an4 inaiated on beina paid in caah.Joa
epnua etate• likewi•• in Yara,Book 11,XXI,2 that the bJrian Jetra 
did not like to uae h eatnen oil i f they could ootain ~ewiah oil, 
out t he paeaage nevertnelees implie1 t hat tney did uae heathen oil. 
Therefore on the _.ole ,the e-r1dence ot Joaephua 1• not 1utticient 
to pro•• that eome of the •iahteen meaaurea were preTiouely obaer
ve4, a• ~raetz would li~e to DelieTe • 

. uote 18. \'f&re .a.1,17,2.J.t here atates that Aleasar,the 
eon ot ~aniaa,tbe hi~ pr1eat,peraua4ed the prieat.a not to accept. 
tne ~itta or aacritioea ot heathen• tor the Temple.Thi• is a proot 
tor the date ot t he oTDod,eince ~l•azar ' • act waa a precuraor t o 
t ne decree of t ne ~o<l anQ muat n&Te t.xen place but a little 
wnile before it ,h ence in the revolutionary period. 

»OT~ 20. b.S&bb.13b (ct.b.Chaaiaa 13&.). 

•OT~ 21. The question concerRina •z6kiel 1• not eaay 
to •XJll&in.J.t appear• tnat at aome time aroun4 60 tne T&J.i41t7 ot 
~ne boo~ &n4 it• r i aht to remain in the Dible Canon,in which it had. 
Deen for a loni tim1,were queatione4 becauae ot the nwneroua con
trndictiona between it and several of t he Diblical oooxe,eepec1-
~ll7 •,eT1t1cue an<l ueuteronomy . ... ow it waa that theee contra<lict1ona 
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were not 4i•coTere4 lone before er were not taken into coa•14erat-
1on pr••ioual7,or whether or not th• Whole qu••t ion or tne ~anon 
came up around th1• ti• • ,cannot be an.wered derinitel7.At all ha
zar4•1troa •.z.daia III,6 aa4 ~th V,l,the precluot• or la\er 
tim••,.wher• • ooatnTft'97 1• ••t1•••4 re1ar4iq 1'.eheleth an4 t he 
tiona ot ooas•.11114 where it 1• •t~ted tnat an attempt wae mad• to 
re ject them rrom the \;aDOn,it •••• that at Clllananiab'• ti•• the 
canon h&4 not 7et bea 4etva1aecl an4 th• 1t&taeat ia Te•etta 
Jadaim that Ben Siraoh eto.,haT• 110 ouoaleit7 no a.oubt we.• made 
aoout thi• time a• the re911!t or thi• actiTit7.At an7 rate,it ••emm 
t hat a certain croup at that time waa in raTor of rmoT1QI ... kiel 
r rom th• Canea.Jlenoe Chuuiah ( or Ch&Daniah an4 hi• •ohool or ban4 
( (~;1"1 I ••t about the tae.IC or haraon1z1ne the boo.IC ana. t ne .oi-
ole,an4 •uccee4e4,a• witn••• the extra•acut prai•• beatowe4 upon 
him 07 hi• admiriD& tollower•.Th•r• ••-• to be no rea•on tor doubt
ing the auth•tiol t7 ot th• •tatement or _, enuctah in the name or 
ttaw, concerninc ~hanani&h'• part ia the pr•••rTatiea ot •sekiel,aa4 
or the •tat•nt ot the llabbaalm that Chananiah u4 hi• ban4 wrote 
tne Ue1illath Taaaith,becauae t be7 11ke4 to endear tneir •utreri n1. 
All the r ore• oina ie eTidence tnat at tAe time or ~nananiab a eaa
on1zatiou ao•ea•at took plaoe. 

JIOt• 22. Th• Kecill&th !aanith Which waa collected an4 
written down at the ti•• ot vhananiah and by vhananiah mu•t haTe 't.
o een difrerent f rom tne one extant toel&T.\ oee vraet•,••l.1II-3r4 
Xd.Xote 1.) .Th• notio•• about Trajan and lladriaa (XII,2 lpl4 8)11111•t 
naT• been added later.Th• book it••l~ indicate• oompo•it•n••• and 
<1eTelopment. 

uu~• 23 . vraetz \ ve•chicnte .01. 1 11,~et• 261, \ ot,too 
pp. ~69- ~~v ana. paaaiml belieT•• that Chananiah'• •on Sl1eser •hould 
oe credited with all th• abo•e-mentioned actiTiti••.l• brlet,he D&••• hla araument on a pa1eaa• in oe4 .. nadoroth wn1cn a•or1b•• 
tne wr i t1n1 or t ne - •1illath iaanith to &lazar b.Chanani a b.Chl•
~ian b. Garoa,lik .. i•• upen a oorrupt p&••&I• in ~•1 Rabbati (c6) 
wh ich he mak•• read acoordina to hi• way by 81Dendi ng the text,and 
a.l ao upon two equ1•ocal pa eeaa•• i n ecni lta r uaaha .,,ethro '7an4 
J &lkut to the Pmatateuch 2~&,wh•r• t h• name ot Bliezer b.Ch&naniah 
o.Chialciah b. Garoa ia ment1oned · in • • ry unimportant connecti on•, 
9.!ld likewi ee upon t he •t8tement of ~o•ephu• in wU•, vol.11.17,2 
t hat •leasar the eon ot Aaanla• the hilb prieat p•r•\l&Cl•d th••• 112» 
o!ticiate4 at the di•ine •VTioe not to .. oept 11rta.Graets ••7• 
t h at thi• • leaza.r.the l eader or t he zealot•, i • ident ical witn bl-
1ezer,tne eon or vhananiah b. ~hiakiah b.Garon;that h• aa1a•4 • .,.. 
eral Tictori•• oTer th• Reman troop•;tbat Chanania (AnaniaaJbelon
&•d to t he peace party.that h i • houae wa • burned down bJ tne •i
car ii ,the ultra-zealot murderer•,and that he wa• tinall7 killed 
Dy t he zealot• ina •ew•r in Which he h&4 tried t• h14e;th&t Sl
eaz&r h imaelt &&Te t he i mpul•e to t he p&••a&• or t he anti-neat~en 

aws anci to t ne coil ec tion ana. wri t i ne down ot the oalen4ar or •io
t ory, and that,a• an indirect r••ult or the whole attalr,tb• qu••
t i on ot t he canon wa• diacuaaed and Aliezer h im•elt' eaved tne 
boox or AZeki el r rom be1D£ plac ed amon& the Apoor7Ph&l writinca. 

ftirach. in 1eehurun,II Jhr&,&616,p.424•q.,and ••ia•, 
Geachi cht e der Jue41achen Tra41t ion,I,187,a1Te excellent mat•ri&l 
in refutation o! Graetz'• vi..ew,1'b.1ch Graetz him8•~ admit• 1• tull 
o! lacunae and unpro•en aaeumption•.lt 1a not our purpo•• to refute 
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Graetz.Ye mere!): mmati•n•4 hia in or4er: to acquaiatvthe r•&4•r with 
tti• improbable yet. interaat.iq th•q.u tv.rther proof et th• ob
acurit7 ot thi• n~eot. .. &D4 the cr•at ditteraoe• et •Pinioa and 
c11Yer&ina Yi•• prnailiaa ...... th• •alutlar•.Baober.t.oo,a• i• .,._ 
T14ent trom hie •tat .. ent ~n naa_gaAa 4er. Tannaiten,p.22e1• in
clined to ~·· A with a-...t.a ln llaDJ' r••p•ct•,thoUC)l h• •tat•• 
that G~&•t• • J>O•ition h&9 ••t. been tlral7 .,eyed.We wiah here 
merely to 8118e••t. a t .. &44it.i•nal ar&WDent• in refutation ot 
u~,. 9 Yin.ID th• t lr•t place,ev.r Huro• nowhere •tat•• that 
Ch&Daniah waa a hl&h pri••~ er na a pri••t.,hence Oraet.a•a i4•n
tit1cation ot Kleaaar th• •on ot ~hananiah with ~••eJlba•' Kli
ezer the •o• et Ataania t.h.-bi&h pri••t.~ ••em• arbitrary an4 u.nJu•t
itiable.Th• pa• ... • in Se4er lladeroth i1 th• only one which 1tat .. 
t hat nteaer b.Chananiah wrote th• ~esillaih Taaaith,u4 thia ma)' 
oe due to a miatak• in oop7iq.A11.l th• other p&••&&•• queted by 
Graet& atate minor an4 t&aiapor~t thin&• 1D connection with Kli-
ezer ,but none ot th911 mention• the a••eabl7 or.the other actiYitiee 
1n connection with hia.on the ether band, the .1.:. ~ and the two 
Talmud• 1D all ca••• and unaniaou•l.7 ••crib• th••• three creat ac
ti Tit ie• to Chananiah,&nd do not ~ention hi• •on nen once,all ot 
which illu1t.rat.e• hi• unimportance. 

aOTK 2•. J.S.bb.Ie?• 

SOTK 2&; The •ource• 1tate that before !Ullel and l?ham-
maL one Balachio queation waa the eubject ot contention( .))f'J.5nr'l ) 
i ·•· tbe que•tion ot the 197ina on ot th• hand• l · ;7 :l' P. P ) on the 
whole otterina on holiday• (j.Sanh.19a,b.Chaa.l6a• ).Thi• •trite a
bout thi• matter pereieted till atter the time ot Kill•l and Sham
Dl&i, and wa• then dee ided and made a law.lo doubt other Balachic 
que•tion• were 4i•puted i n the pre-l!illelitic period and •ar•~4ou
ot t·u1 then,but the diapute• mat haTe been limited in number and 
were not and could not b&Te been con•idered danaeroue. 

NOTK 26. b.Sanb.88b;j.8anh.1;c;To•etta ~ha&.2,9.All 
theee eourcea g iTe a clear and conci•• and araphic picture ot the 
condition• which permitted ot no diapute• .I• all the large citiea 
and in J•ru•alem there were ~•th Din• ot twenty three m .. ber• with 
the power to decide all 4oubttul reliaiou• que•tion•.The Sanhedrin 
ot •eTenty one on the Temple Uou.nt wa• the court ot tinal appeal 
and authorit7.It informat i on wa• de•ired about a law,or if a dit
r erence ot opinion exiated,the parti•• concerned oame to the near
eet ~•th Din.The court decided the matter on the around ot ita tra
di tion•.It they were unable to •ettle it.the ca•• waa brought to a 
higher court,and eTentually to the Great Sanhedrin.It it it•elt had 
no tradition• on the bae i • of which to decide the matter.the mem
oer• roee to a Tote and accor4ina to the Tote tne .law wae decided 
and declared bindina on all i •rael.No di•putea were poaeible be
cauee the b&nhedrin had the power to euppr••• all ret'ractorin••• 
ot the i ndiTidual qai.n•t the majorit7.Thi• method continued t6ll 
t he time ot rt illel and fal.M!IDai,when aree.t relieiou• di•put.ea broke 
out i n X..rael and could not be aettled.becau•• of the di•appear
anee of the .Beth Din. 

BOTS 2?. b.S&nh.4la. 

~oTZ 28. b . Sabb.14b-16a. 

HDTK 29. j.Chae.II,2;j.Sa.nh.19a. 
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o.Sotah •?b. .i311 ·111n., , 1.e.haaC){t7,arreaut,and therd'ore • 
•11-in•truoted and SRperticial. 

•~ai. •.B•aoeth 1,1. 

•OD 32. ~t .~ .leb-.11~,wh•• Jt.leahua waa atraid. to &1T• 
an Ul9W81' to a ~•atioD 4i8PUt•4 b7 th• twe achool• beoau•• th• 
two cr••t •UDtaiaa aipt cruah nia anll.I - 1acllaed to roaard 
thi• &• a relic ot tho time whwnen the diaputea were not ao aori
oua, and. to "' conatrue thia r~k aa •re- or l••• humoroua or aar
caat 1c. 

tron aa.b.Beracoth 2'7b. 

JIO~ 3' • .a..ater authoriti•• \cf.toa.~4U,J .2:4,J.~or.1v,11 
explain tho YiD•7&1'd in a tisuratlT• manner,1.e.that the aaaembl7 
••• held in the r•aular plaoo ot meet1ni and w.a called T1D•7&1'd 
oecauae tho acholara wore arrani•d therein in rowe ,11~e the rows 
01 a Tine in a Y1ne7ard.~ut thi• ia oponl7 a later ~idraahic expl ... 
nation and there i• no reaaon to doubt the literalne•• ot tho 
word •inqard.It th• D1:> ia to be taken tiaurati•el7,thore i• no 
reaeon w~ the aame eimil• ahould not naTe been applied to a!~ 
t ne otner aaamllbli•• in the Deth ~in and only to the aeeembly o t 
Jabneh. 

t ~OT• 3D. Toa.SduJ.I,l;b.Sabb.138b.The r••d1na in b.Sabb • 
.L.38b ie ..>~'"''r> pJtlJHJJ ,711J) 17 7'.JI~ whereaa t he Toaetta hae ·11 1.Ji;> 

1111.1) '').l.1 fl 117 a.J l~r> D1t (rl'l/J ,7;)11/ . J. h e di tterence i n 
~eo.ninG ,however,ie s11gnt,~nd both ~ean es sentially the aa.me thing. 

aOTB 36.b.~er~ooth 28&. Jl'J<JJ .J lJ/'::J. 11 J1r1,J • 
!)*'1 11 , thoueh ,tJ.e s tated in - ote 15, genera.l l y,ret'errina once 

to the aaaembly in the upper chamber ot Chananiah,in the majorit7 
or caaea retere to the day ot t !le d eposition of •.1 amaliel .L L and 
tne appointment of ~l•zar b.Azari&h,'ind therefore reter• to the d9')' 
ot the &e•embly in the Tine7a.rd ot Jabneh.the nature or which di
rectly impli•• that a collection ot the then-exiatin& lawe wae made 
at t ha t ~efteJUDly. lJ/'1 ll. is not to b e ta.Jcen l i tera.lly,i.e.on one 
day, but refer• a enerQlly t o the evente of t hat day and t he assembly 
t hat ~rew out ot it,and thi• aeeembly extended over a lon& period 
or t ime . Al.ueger took t he word J\ 'J IJJ.J to r.iean ' refeated• inete'l.d f 
of "taught•,and etstee that on the da7 ot uamaliel • depoaition x.t:a 
t he ~uyoth collection,which had been gathered in and redacted in 
euccee1iv• ataae• for aome f ~ty or eixty yeare prev4ouely a~d on 
tne day 01 t ne d eposit i on a.Lreaccy exiated as a complete,az aepa.rate 
DooK or law code ,wae repeated.~hie view,however,ia untenaole i n 
~Y opi nion \ l,.~ ecauee Alueger ia at a loae to explain the reaaon 
why t he collection ahould have been repeated on ~hat day.(2).Tbe 
word ,1..JCJJ t.:>enerally :neane "teach• in t he / ishnaic 11 terature, and. 
not · repent - .l 3J . ·.rhe nature or the assembly demanded that aome 
collection of lawe be made aa a future norm and all aourcea and 
1chol are etate that Eduyoth i • that collecti on.l4).Accordina to 
Alueger, the ~duyoth collection would extend oTer a period of f itty 
or aixt7 yeara,whereae the Jabneh aaaembly laated,at the loneeat, 
ror about three yeara.Accordini to Klueeer,there would ha•• bean 
no need ror the a ssemo.Ly or ., abnen , 'ind 1·or t .ne co.L tection o! lawa 
ir tney had already been collect&d. before then and aet up aa a 



--&st~nd&rd.\ 6J . 1·he different •ta&•• in the collection of the .&duyoth 
mentioned by .IU.aqer are oorreot,1D a a•neral. wq1 but inetead,Tar
i ou• addition• were ma4e to the oolleotion after the eyno4,an4 not 
before the s711od.ouch i e tne conoeneue ot opinion among tne •on-
01sr11. 

aOTa 37. D~ettman tiral.7 beli•••• in the Klahn& Riah• 
onah, th• arranaiq of which took place in the day• before '10;A4-

. olph lohwarz as firal7 douDt• the existence ot euch a collection. 
JUnner,too,•tate• that the ~oth cotleotion wa• the tir•t coll
ection ot the llal.acoth.llowner,we mq paea oYer thia 41epute ha•
t i ly, becau•e it concern• our m- in theme yery li ttle. 

:.O'.L'K 38 • .u.nottman po inte out \ 11JJWA' ,1 ;J-'CJJ Pil J 
that the DWllber Of all the lawa in the .>,/' 7>' A:l111'> ia torty,e.n4 
since it i• h&r417 likel7 that thi• number i• the result of an ac
ci rtent, tt would proT• that the .J'd'li)! .J.J~P which•• haTe &iT•• ua 
only a part ot th• old collection from which they •elected a det
ini te number ot cho•en lawa ( x~ l •n l. '. 

~OTK 39. b.Deracoth 27&. 

1.tU'! ' JS 4u • D .Al'ubiD l .SD. 

aOTK 41.ibid;J.j eracoth 1,3b;J.tj9tah 19a. 

BOTa ~. b.chullia 44a. 

BO!a 43. b.~bin l~b. 

BOTK 44.b.Boah Baah.l'b• 

BOT• 46. ct.b.1eba11.15b;~lazar b.~&dok,th,u&h a aham
M~ite , t ol lowed nillel in &11 reapecte in pr&etic•.~t was ohammai
tes ot thi• t71>• who decided to abandon t he dan&erou• atruaKl• 
and aa•i•t in tixin& the law accordini to the nilletite• • 

.ttOTB 46.1ne paesa.ge "i lJ ~j~ ,17 ' )l.'J.::> ~J1 i>1 '">i7.J ~ "'".:J11 
ia ~ l~ter int erpretation r r om t he etJJ.ndpoint of t h e lAter acholar• 
atter the .K illeli t•• and Sbamrnai te• were no more and only the O·{).~fl 
were Jmowa.Raturall7 onl7 two partiea were at the •ynod or u&bneh, 
the 'l illelit•• and t he ohammaitea,and the O•():JR were not known at 
thi• time.We are &iTen to under•tand that the whole B&lacha wa• 
tixed accordin& to !illel.Accor41naly eTen had t he u'~ln exi•te4, 
t n1 a wou!Q be a contradict i on it we really oeli•T• that certain ot 
t h• la-..• were t ixed accordin& to the u' fl.:l11 , •• •• are told in thi • 
later p&•saae.Only later,when t h e oha•'IDl&ite party had diaappeared, 
did t he Hilleli tee become the o·~;,n ,and onl7 then could the o·~;,,, 
ce epoken ot.Dl&nner likewia• thiaka that thia paaeac• ia a later 
interpolation.~lthouah tor a di!terent reason. 

aO'.L'~ 4'7. \i .~t•oh • n i•tory of t ne "na· ,p.24. 

MOTK 48.j.Taanith 6'74. 

BOTK 49. b .Bva.28a: }\' l f'> 1 ()~} r',J() (j J ~ • ~(),\ J ~., 

·1A1 0 111 , 1 jJ.111 Jin' ~~w d':lA (Jl'l7(),., 



--aOTS 10.Kan7 other important que•tion• were decided at tne 
•ynod,acoordinc to trad.itiea,ea that cla7i••••th• qu••tion Whether 
or not a h•then ot Ailllonite 4e•oen\ co1&14 oeoom• a pro••l1te,wti1an 
que•tion wa• &n8Were4 in the at't'll'll&tiTe \• • .TuaiaLIV ,l••J:u4 
li~ewi•• the qu••tion whether er aot Jtah•l•th and Bllir Baahiria 
were to be adaittecl to th• oanon,an4 thi• qu••tion too •e .. • to 
have been annere4 in the attlrmatiTe.At u7 rate,we 11a7 be •ur• 
that uq importut· qu••tioa about 11hioh a 41•put• Gi•t•4 ( ~ 11J.~ ,1 .::>lJ) 
wa• di•ou••ed at that •••embl7. ':/ 

aOT:I &1. JAi'•" acob ~.J.Uterbaoh, ill h1• excellent ., n18h 
.imc701ope41a article ea •file •tmluaa• ,atat•• th&' •• a reaut ot tlw 
drrelopaat of t.he •tahlla of B.Xeir aa4 ot that of a.Akiba on the 
oaai• or the JSCb17oth collection eTer7 ~una at the head ot a •chool 
nad hi• own Killhna collection in Which the JlalAcoth of the pl'ffecl• 
ins teacher• •• well a• their contro•er•i•• were diI t erent17 expoun -
Qed.A• a re•ult or tni•,the author •tatea,th• uniformit7 of teaoh
ine whioh the redactor• of th• collection h&4 d••ir•d and had &l· 
moat attained wa• lo•t -aain becau•e there were a• many teachina• 
all ditterent one trom th• other,ae th•r• were K19ha& collection•. 
In order to re•tore the uniformit7 ot teachinl,Jwlah nana•i collec
ted tAe pr•••nt ai8hna.1et tni• danaer oan i n no wi•• be compared 
to the areat pre-.1abneh •7Do4 cl&naer.lt ••• checked throueh the 
ror••iaht ot Juclah !lana•i and neTer led to a eynoel,titnougll it 
misht naTe if it had been &i'Yen a cllance to dnelope. further.At 
an7 rate it illu•trat•• the tact that the work ot ~• •7004 of ~ab
neh needed con•tant aementina anel reinrorcins in the future. 

~oT3 52. b.Sabb.l:58b;ot.Te•etta •dU)'oth I,1. ~h• oriainal 
worcl• J\O&A u.wJ J>J.Jt Jl'r[),,>.JJ wa• mi tieated. by th• f ollow1Di 
rabbi• inWlh• werde .It~ '.JttJJJ 9J1J1 J.Cbac.II,2. 

•OT& B3.ot.b.:lrub1a 6b:b.Chullin 43b-44a;•.SdU)'.vIII,7; 
o.JQ'ubin 130,and eleewtiere.ihe latter pa••aa•,wh1ch a•k• wh7 the 211 
.law wa• tixe4 accordiq to 11111•1 it both were the word• of the 
li'Yin& ued eiT•• the na1Te &n8Wer that it wa• beoau•e t.Jie nillelit• 
were aiwa.,y• willina to talc• inault• and would quote th• Sb•mmait••' 
word.• fir•t and. then their own word•.It i• plainly an attempt on 
t he part ot· some later raboi who mieunder•toocl the whole eitua-
t ion to explain th• hard problem ot how th• ftillelit•• became 
preponderant.Ia K.Z4uy.vIII,7the additional naiT• etatement i• 
made that J5l1Jah would com• to ••ttle th• ditterence• of opinion 
reaardina religiou• queetion•. 

BOTZ 64. To•.Beracoth 11 1 14 • 

.... o ·.l'.ts 56.1'hat the aeeembl7 wa• held be~ore 135 i• proTen 
oy the p&••aee in b.Xidduahin .ab,which at&t•• that Alciba partio
ipated in the diecueeion one or the two mo•t i~rtant qu••tion• 
at th• aa•embly of 1.7dda.Alciba •uttered a martJJ' - death 1a 13&, 
nence the date ot 1S2 \the rnolutioq and per•ecution beean ia 
thi• year} or the earl7 part ot 133 t• practioall7 certain.With 
reterence to the pa.rt played b7 Alciba in the •••embl7 ,c.t.the no
tice in ·J:o• • .oera.J.1 1 14 that he ••• hindered at the time ~ Cl&D&•r 
f rom recitina th• Sbema becau•e ot a qu&••tor Wh• wae lurkinc a
round h im and hi• di1ciple1. 



-
BOD 11. That thi• a11ambl7 waa h•14 an4 the 4eore• 

p&•••cl in a crltioal tiae or pa11ecut1on 1• illwninatecl b7 a oer
rapt u4 7et pre.._tTe pueMe t.a 'h• fte~a( o.la): 

.J\ J> .)~ P 'JX C!J .J 11 f1 I 1 1 ~1 L 'lJ~.AJ ~ '1 J, • ~1 : tJ• :JJ '~ ID VAJ liHl 
.•1AL ,Jd1)..J111.J D '~PJlJ/ O' ll {) f!J ( 0J1/)ll J.1()1~ )CJ17 

It 1• th• ooaplalat.. et lerael r••t0h8ecl .in 'th• atr'iaent Toio• ot' t.ne 
ae semD17 proteatia1 aaain•t the JlnJu•tice ot it all,that the .Jft• 
mu•t autter while \he ether• are at eue.DaQit.e it.• 41tt1oalt.7, 
t he T•r•• ~ be treel7 tran•lat•tcl aa t'ollowa; • ft7 are the perae
outora \••••••1•• (pre•abl.7 D"::>J 1• a oorrQt.1•• et o·~e ))aath
erecl aaain•t. ••.Ia th• aarret of th• nou•• or ditsah in ~7clda th•7 
eaid, '•hn l \ !.•raelJ u aurrerbaa paia u4 peraoout.ioa, thq (the 
nationaJ raJoio• u4 1ather t.•&•'ther t.e war acaiaat. ••' •. 

JIO!~ &a. a14.ohir aat>111b to 2,1,:•aiclcluahin 4u b. 

bOT• ·H. 'b.BaDh.,k. 

soi. eo.'b.8abb.29'b. 

mn-~ e1. b.anii.1a. 

BOT~ ez. lb14.:81tra 
1• a later amplitication. 

taO'.l'JS 63.l'h• T&l'iOU• Cl~l&U•ti• in b.o&Dh.?4a:J.oanh.Ill,2lb 
J .Sh•biitb IV ,Sla,Whioh iapo•• 1aor• reatriotio•• an4 clittorencea 
upon thi• tolerant decree , 1.e.1~ne ditf'erenoe between openl7 and 
•eoretl7,between toroe on t.he p1Lrt ot tho atate and on tb• part ot 
th• indiTiclual, the dit'tereno• b41tween atter the deoree of per••
cution and bet'or• or tJ.t th• tim•• ot th• deor••.all th••• are -pli
r icationa an4 explanation• tr•• aecoad&r7 aou.rcoa and were aclded 
much later. 

ouT• 64. b.A1ddumh.1n .., b:J.whaeic• I,?6o :J.P•.aohi• 
III,30'b:K1cl.stiir Rabah to 2,1,.~l'h• rnctina or J.Cha&.I,?ec .A •l. ~ .. J,..i 1 

l1'1A and that of the o1tr1 711,> J\ ' > and ot' J . £ ••a.lu.,3ub 011t .A~ 
a• well a• ot J.8'l•biith IV 3e. 7d 1 .n~.S A•l an4 et K14.to Cut. 
to 2,14: '1' 1,t-l l .A ' 1 ..A "V~ ~ N~• v\':u. :~11 th••• are upqu••t1onabl7 
corruption• or th• ori&iaal /1J~ .11'1\J N l >." ~1. ,u we haft 
it in ao Jl&ll7 placea.1.e.b.Aicld.'°b;b.::.nh.,,.:b.oabb.29b:J.o&Dh. J 
111 ,2lt>;.Loa.oabD. J.!. 1 ~;r••1Jcta c.l3.now.11J1J ~wa• corrupted to ,)'l'J .. 
aa in J.Slleb.IV,31&,oua be eaail7 aeen;~e other• are more ditt" i
oult to expl&in,Dut they undouDtecll7 rerer to the •aa• aa•-1>17. 

BOTK 615. b.8allb.29b1:Toa.Sabb.II,&;Tea.Srubia 9( 1)2. /"nw : 
BOT~ 66. Comm.to ·b.li.ll.19a. 

~OT:I 6? • .lo•t\ 11eac.tlichte 4•• ., u4entum• und .,einer ..,on 
en} atatea that L7dda w1H th• 1>lace ot aeoret meetin1• whore no 
douot new teacher a were appo in1~ed thro the ;)) ' ()? to take the 
pla.ce o:f tho•• Who had •utterecl a m&rt71"'• 4Ath. 

BOT~ 68. b.Babb.2~~b.Th1a anecdote i• repeated in a 
rather corrupt reading in i o •· :::>abb .2, 5 • 

.nU'J.'Jli 69 • .1'0 8.£Ub • 9 ,2 • 
corruption of ,)7'.ftJ Ji ' .l 



''· 
.1110TK 'PO .Bbir ..b;h to 2, l.'l'h• wor41 i()."1 'J -,'j<'1 , 

a.t the encl or the .. aer1u1c pereeoution,4etiait•1Jr cleteralD• the 
tim• of the aeeembl7 ( ••• ••t• '13. and ••• .111ote .,r•a below. 1 

•OT• ,1. MU7 •obolara doubt that uah& waa in wal.11••· 
;:,ee the refutation of thi• ola1a in •nbauer"G•si~apale: da Tal.m&ct• 
pp.199•200.Beu.b&uer place• Uaba ia JAWer val1lee1 •l Tift which ia 
eminentl7 correct. 

aU~A '2.b ••• B.31&bea.ahe31be 

BOTK ,3.ftle elate et thi1 •••-'17 cu bt1 4etera1n•4 ctet
ini tel7, a fact which i• not tb• ca•• ~1th the maJ()rit7 ot th• other 
aeeembli••.Th• teralnue a quo 11 the 11&4riu1c peJ:o•ecutloa,which 
reeult•4 in the trequmt change or th• aeat of th11 ~edrin \ b • 
.tt.n.311.Th• terainue &4 qu• i• in4icate4 b7 th• tact that Shetar
&m, t!l• later r••i4ac• ot .,uclah j. , 1• aentione<1. &11 tne next ••at oi· 
t he oanhed.ria atter Vaha.lleaoe,in t.h• reip ot A.n1~oainu• Piu1,attm
t h e repeal Of the &nti•ol ftiah l&We, t he walilean CC>UDCil took place. 
1 hat t ne a••emb17 ab10lutel7 prenppo••• the rep11&1 of !1a4r1u • • 
ciecr•• i• proY•n bJ th• ract t nat,wher•a• .,wl&h 10 • • aaba had to 
eurt er a a&rtJI'' • 4•th tor hi• or4111&tloa,undeult»te4l7 in the r•i&a 
or 1la4r1an,ancl wher•a• the .J.74da ae1emt>l7,which •took place dur1Di 
th e reign of uad.riu,had to meet eooretl7, the 1J1b.lt. ae1embl7 wae at.
tended b7 la.re• number• of people ~d wa• marked by apeoi&l cer•
moni•• and met unh1n4erecl. 

JrOT• '' • Ct .I.macs, l f'l;JP J ,where it etit.tea that nen af
ter th• death or u adri&n t h• r&bbie t eared tne iUSU'd• aet up in th• 
T&rioue placee,an4 tor thi• r••on the rabbi• ch&1a&•cl plao•• ao of
ten in order to conceal i t from tn•.ueha, tne ne1areet town to the 
northern border ot Pale1tine,and the turth••t tro1m the center ot 
P&leetine, the aeat of t ne .. oman prerect,wae there:fore choeen a1 
the meetin& place ot the a11emblt.Lwacs aa4 • eu.bauer place uaha 
in .J.AWer u&lilee; ~raetz and t ne vewiah ADC7Clope41& place it in 1Jpa 
per Gallleo. 

BOT• 74a • ..,r too -. ictraah .11 '7 /f ,Peraahah 'J/ ) r') V . u ere 
eix n .. ee are mentione4,th • name of R.Kleasar b.Jaoob h&Y1Di been 
omitted.,probabl7 through an 0Ter1i~t • .,.nother mem.ber or the ueha 
ae•embl7 wae a.Iahm&el,the omie•ion of whod name 1• probably d.ue 
to aa oTereii}lt;eee ~ote 77 • 

.eu!.a. '1~ • .. otice that all the meetin1-J1lac•• ot the San
nedrin meat1oae4 in b.Biell.31& ,atter Ulha,wer• in. "alil•e, t.o. 
::>hetaram,Beth ohearim,oepp.tiori•,and !iberla•,a t•4t Which proY•• 
that nen tor man7 a 7ear atter 1Jaba Paleetine n.e aYoided aa a 
e eJJ. t ot· t 11e 11ee embly or t he .>anhedr1n,aa4 that tb• &bod.• ot a creat 
maJorit7 of rabbi • waa oute14• ot J.>&leatine prope1r,in ualilee,cr • 
., uO.ah • at ohef&ram. 

11U'.L'JS 76.asome,e.1.Atl.&8 (, {J1J ,"7 ,Waraaw,l.887'; p.2811q.)'-k• 
the Yin that the words j.l!J l'f. •JJJ;J mwan ,not t ho1e who went to ta 
tne ae11embl7 , but thoee who went with th• Suhecll•ia trom Jabaeh to 
Ueha and thence to bheraram and t he other pl&cea.~ut if thi • 11 101 
7h7 are not tho•• who went with t.he 8anheclrin to Jabnllb u4 to 
b'lletaram called Oy 1 !)u.J 'l J1,} ... JJl' 'J J1,7 ,etc.,j.t 1• n1d.nt that 

1',r.tJJl> 'J )1 ;1 retere to a d.et ini te time an4 to u1 important nont, 



.,, 
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-and tbi• 1tateaeat 1• bera eut b7 91.ir Babah,2,5,wher• it atatea 
expreaal7 the number or mil•• traTeled b7 each member in cemiaa 
to U.aba,a 4iataaoe ~ tr•• tma to tort7 milea: 

D'J llJ"' I~ )•r> ,1 J UJ~ {):) l J~b :) JCLJ 'P 1711.1117 1J11 A /J'.ftll. J 

• 11)11' '1 l. 7 ~Jr>d) J '7 ::> D ~l..J t Ii 

IOU '' • 'b • .asaba aaft& 28&. 

/j •n~ O.A ~ ' 

D 'tJJ J "1 IK 

JlD!S380. ot • Mattia• DX,2lli.ak• X,3&,u4 'b.~ia aea 
{)'1 1 1J.J,> 0 •1.l)f) r•i1 )l.'WJ~ n111 'l.'' 'l_lj~ ' 1 ? ,a pa••ac• which eeena11 

to be d1rectl7 6n oppoaition ta th• ~•tlan d.eotri•• that t.hexzi• 
rich man 11 a ainner an4 will nner iD.heri t the tuture world. 

MOTS 81.Thi• 4eore• )aaa been aiawa4eratee4 'bJ certala 
1cholara.It. ia eT14ent that it wa1 intended to Chee~ the ia4iacrl~~ 
1nate wa1t i na or prep1rt7.Aa4 7et •••• authoriti•• 1tat1 that th•1 
law mean• that one 11 o'-1.i&•d to &1Te one tif tn or hi1 income to 
ch&rit7,a 1tat .. eit which oan not 'be 4er1Te4 trom the text ot »ab
l i.Aa another illuatrati on of now t he real meaniaa ot the law waa 
miaun4eratood,ct.J.Peah,1Bb,1fher• it ia. taken to Mean that one 
should uae one ~ittn or hia fortune fer CIL&llah and tithe1,but no 
more than one fitth.B•caua• ot thi1 wrona i nterpretation 1 t ne ~ al
ciu4 ., eru1cnal.Jli waa tercod to harmonise, la Tift ot the t'act tha' 
within ~iTe 71ar1 the wbole of the propert7 wou14 h&Te been aiTed1 
awa.7.It t.heretor• atate4 that th• tir1t year,ene titth or t he 
principal should be giTen,and that there&t'ter onl7 ••• titth ot th• 
intereat on th• principal•. : ) )W J 7J.11 J~::> t> ; J 1/.S ,JJn.J)n • 

a OU 82. Cf .tho ator7 et B.Yiah'6aT ia 'b.Keauboth !50&1 Who 
tried t o •quander all n i • property but wa• preTente4 b7 other rab•1 

bi•.'nlia ator7 illuatratoa Bete 84.t )r R.Alciba wa1 not aliTe a t t hie 
time or u1ha.J.t indioat•• that before Ullba there •• a aeneral •c
reement aa&illat it on the part ot t h e i ndi Ti dual r abbi• • .1. he word.11 

f'J'1 /t 1.! rn•J,1 "51 are proof o f thi a. 

i.OTS as. ct. b .lSaba Baar& lla, th• at or7 et Muabaa, t he IOD 
of Q,ueen n •l•n. 

~-.v:L«.li 84.J • .ceall,r ereJc l,a. i a •Y opinion there 11 no reu• 
eon for rejectina thi• belief i D an unott icial earlier decree 
aga i n at D'V ;J 7"1.l 1' i aa unhi atorical. it ia41cat•• a natural prece••• 
Yi th tho fir•t adTent ot \;hri1tiani ty and 1 t• doctrine ot ?'t i r J. 

lJ •v )J , the aeTeral rabbi• unottioiall7 oouat.ere4 it with a 1-
qain•t it,wni ch l aw,11oweTer,wae di sregarded or di d not h&T• leaal, 
lore• or whi ch t h e rabbi• could not force the people to ooe7. ~a 
uaha,when t he danger had aaaume4 alarmisac proportiona,du• t.e the 
con1tantly increa11Di power ot vhriatig.nity,it wa e con~irmed and · 
i nTe1ted wit h abaolute l•&al authorit7. 

29. 
MOT• ea. Vatthew AIX,30.ct.too xark .,29 -~.~~· AYi11, 



--
ao~• II. D.-•8U~.49a. 

avl• 8,.J.Beraooth 284. 

JIOT• 88. b.Kenb.,8'b. 

.Ota 90. Ct.Raahi,&4 looua.no 1aterpreta rnJ IP"' 7 JI• 

to mean that th• tat.her aaa,it h• w18h••1 •ub4ae hi• H• with tho 
at rap and by etarTiQ& hia. 

uV lA 9le.1heae fiTe decreea &re all toUD4 in ~.~e.Ub• 
oth 49b-BOa.Th• ot.her teur are towa4 ia dittereat plao••.1.e.D • 
. eed u&tOD l 'a; D.n.a.15&; b.oabb.llbzj .Jtel'Ueth 28'. 

mn 92. Aa a 11&tter et tact, thi• deer•• wae the nb-
J •ct o f 4iepute in temple timee,eiaoe Tarioua eeurcea atate that 
thi• law had been decreed before uno r tic1all7.roreotten.and then 
eataDliahed at the 87804 ot Vaba.All t.hia.hewner. throw• no li&bt 
on the pusalina queation why the 4ecree ahould b&Te been paeaed at 
u aha in the 7ear lto. ~t..->, ' 11', C('~,•'"' .. j }' !"i 

•ota 93. b.Sabb.l&b. 

KOT• 94.b.R.B.l&a. 

•OT~ 91.~he exact nwaber ot th• dear••• or uaha oaanet 
De 4eterain•4 with accurac7.I haTe accepted all nine •• authentic, 
s i nce • aee a •uetif ication tor all of th .. with tho peooibl• ex
ceptioa of two.AD4 yet in b.Aeeuoot~ 5v a we are cont'rontod with a 
paeuce 1ihioh ae- to 1mpl7 that the ori&inal lwe ot uaha num
bered,aot nine ,out t~ree.1.e.att.r quotin& th• firat three lawa 
about o·;u' • /'7:JJ 1111;) ,and ?l.'h.r..,1 ,th• .ial,mud. atat• 

,fi -,.J / / lJ,.J O'J~j't / '.J'{) 'f' I .).J'Jj1) / >J~!'Wr> 1.}J;1 >it.»l(>w l 
•A,n4 th••• report• are 41.al<nialiiq .and their mnemonic •i&n ia O'Jo1l 

(i i 7"l.J />..>. :;:, w • 1. •·it impli•• that all th• 1-• et Vaba had al-
read7 Deen q .. t•c1.tor t he :nnaaonic •iP quoted on .1.y tnree,an4 7et 
more 1-• ••• quote4.Deapit• thi• 41tticult7 which ' am unab.1.e to 
•olTe,I bolieTe t hat t ne lawe of ueha numbered at ~•&et 1eT•a,with 
tne poeeible exception ot the lawa >.l;":J V ,l (!}l!J _\..> , J'h1 ) X 1 ·~,~r>17 
and > \J1' X .Aa4 nen th••• lawo I haT• accepted at tac Talue, 
aince ~ do no t know t he rea son tor their enactment.Th97 11&7 haT• 
Deen Tery eoaential accordine to t he condit i ons of the timea:their 
meaninc ma_y hue become obaoure4 in the couree ot' time. !hey may 
haTe been traditional ampl if ic~tiona such aa •• h&T• eeen in the 
ca•• or th• •i&hteen m•a•ur•• of vhananiah •• he likelihood ia that 
not only were all th••• aia• bona tide Uaha lawa,but that aloo man7 
mi n1J r 'l.Dd l ees i mportant laws were enacted at tJmha ancl haTe tailed 
to coae down to ue .~ut t hi a i a an immaterial point which 1• not 
Tery Tital to the pr.per un4eratan41n& of the aeeembly •• hat i ~ 
etra.ng~ i e t hat the A&idraah to Shir Babah de•• net mention a ain&l~ 
enactment out concern• itaelt aolely with the aermono an• apoeohea 
deliTered at th• •JDod on the laat day. 

•V.lA 96. j .~oed h&ton i~1,l. i hie decree hBe been ... 
plif ied and emboll18hed in thia place. 



81 

.vi• 9?.b.~•ra.63b;oabb.33•.ua th• ero111l4 et 'h••• 
p&•a&a•• which qaote .Jabneh a• the •eat or the a1H9Dlbl7 ,or t he 
sermona,9.tld t he ~tten4ant c1rcumatuaaea,4ue to a traa .. ltter•~ 
miat&ke ( ~w ·) 'A7 A'f/J I in q11etine .,unab. inatead ot uaha, •ince 
t) aoneh ia th• plao• mo•t tr•qa•tl.7 quote4,laoharla• .w'raakel a4-
v:incee h6• Yiew that there ma.7 hCJ.Ye been tw 4ltterat aaaembli•• 
at which the amae rabbi• were preaent,one at .. abneh and one at uana 
uraets too,en th••• •aa• p&• ... •a,ba••• hi• Tl .. that the enact
ments of' u ena. b el one to t he , beainning or the I reign of Aadrian 
while th• •JD•4 ltaelt 'ook place in the rel&D ot AAtoninua ziua • 
... ut the rnolt and the tarlnalent oead.lti••• •ul4 ha•• prnente4 
t h e holdina of the •Tftod before the death o f Aadri&n,CJ.nd .. raets hi
nimaelt' atatea that aot till .tter the 4eath ~ Gama11e1(130-Jdi 4 
the o:>anhedrin IDOY8 to uaha • .eat Uthoritiea ap'ee 'that the two 
aboYe-mentioned paaaac•• erroneoual7 read ., abneh 1B place et Uaha, 
a.nd that th• lnatitution• ID\lat h&Ye been enacted at the aeuncil et 
Uaha,n~t before or elaewhere.Other autheriti•• bea14•• Graetz atate 
that the indioatlena .... to point te more than on• 9JD•4 or aaaem
Dl)' at Vllh&,but thi• de•• not cencerm ua nn.Th• 8'uro•• are meacre 
and I reaard the report er aaeurption that more than one aaaembl7 
wae held at OU. a• an amplitication ot th• authentic record. 

•DTK 98. e.a.b.Jteeub.49b: : ,,. 1.( ,1'.M.) ;l~,l-u11~ ,7 ~aJl ~l. 
·. ,1'11 ID ,l.) j,7 

1'11i~ 1 X~ '&7A ,7'5 •:J..J , 1. e.no leeal authority to torce him• 
only a reprimand. 

JR>T• 99.J.Cbaa.?84 • 

.OTK 100.It cannot be determined whether the7 all 
were liTin& in the •am• place in exile and traYeled hom--.r4 te
aether or whether they were dwellina in dif'terent place• and met by 
appointment iD the Yalle7 Of Jllmrnon. 

ROTX 101.Si.x ot th••• acbolar• mentioned in J.~haa. 
184 correepond to aix or the tJah& ayno4 mentioned in Shir Ra.bah to 
2, &.The anenth dit'tera,f'or J .read• J'echanan lla•andler while Shir 
ll&bab read• R.&l.~eser the aon ot 16•• Kacelilee.It 1• quite poaaible 
that the former proceded to tJah& with the others but hi• name 
waa ina4Yertentl7 omitted trom the liat.Bewner,the 4iacrepanc7 in 
the one name •• imD&ter1al. 

won 102. Bu.ccah 2 • .,. 

BOTB 10~.It i• lntereatina to note that only thi• 
aaeembl7 and that of Cbananiah are mentioned in the •1abna. 

SOTB l04.j.Cbaa.II,?8a. 

SOTB 10~.J'ewiah Kncyclopedia 8Ub ••c•. 

NOTB l06.b.Sabb.l6b-l?b. 

BOT• 10?.e.a.s.Zeitlin,u.Lerner,and othera. 

BOTB 108. (a).Kechilta,Puaahah nJwl ,Chap.6;(b). 
Toaetta Beracoth ,Perelc IV, l.t-18. 



ea. ---
BOTK 109.There are eaaenti&l 4itterencea between th••• 

two reporta:(a)alen• aentien• .1abam5( a) do•• not tell the ~ and 
the ti•• ot the 4&7 at which th• •••tine toek place,while ( b) de••· 
( a) •tat ea that Tariabon and the elder a were there while ( b) at&tea 
that the pupil• ot tarpbon were there.Both p&••ac•• reter to prac
tically the aame di•cuaei•••,but th• Teaetta contain• the completer 
account.(a) 1• indefinite &• to the order ot prececblre ot queation
aekina,wh.ile ( b) atat•• mcplicitly that the order waa •• •ollowa: 
Tarphen aaked: J~~A ,(I wieh to aak a queatioa:1.e.the introduc
tion or a atory) .The pupil• an•ere4: u•i? ·/J7flJ ,and torth
with Rabbi Tarphon precee4ed with hi• narration.Be'tFCp&••aee• refer 
to the aame occurrence• becauae ot the almoet abaolute identity ot 
the matter• treated. 

J'DTIS. 
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