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'l'hls thnalo ls nn acco unt of' che act1v1t1es or thu 

Centra l <:on ror enco o r American kabblo orut Jts rel'l<tionahip 

t o 7. l onlarn ond r ltun1 - c eromo rt1el.hm clurl 111• tho years 11142 -

1959. ··1eao yenr s we ro 6 , ruclal neriocl for world Jewry. 

it'he yonrs wertt wroqpht wt t;h entaely sm l c. occnrr•encoa and no 

Jew or Jew Joh or i;.anizo t Inn coul f. oscnp .. from t he psyeho-

11ynuml c offorta or thff• ft historic f'o1•co:1 unleash6d durinp 

th l • p e rl rlo o r t i me . 

Nlth thu 11rbd u•l destruction o f European Jewry , in 

1942 , the Refo nn Amorloon Rabbino te c ommenced t o build Amorl

e an Refc> r m Jt:clu lam tnt o a mnj 'lr r allf(i'lus organizati on whi ch 

wou lrl be eble to a rook ror a much lArrer s e gment o f' Amor lean 

bruol ~hen tt prevlou• ly repres ented , 'l'h is cou l d onl y bo 

rl('nQ 11' Hororm a ttroc Lod to lts ronl<o •0'11o or the mil Uoru1 

nt' unsfrl 11n ted Ame ri can J,•ws wh'> WON> n r Ee3torn-Euro 1>ean 

bockp-r ounda . 

Th lo dos I re t o o:itpond nocos"1 to tod c rtrtB l.n chanp ns 

In t n .. C..,nfnru noo 1 o poll tlcnl pos it i o n vts-a-v ls Pn1est1no 

nnd Z ! onhm ns Woll as ms l<l np. a br!d110 by u• I nF rt t\lal and 

' e r emony OP !ho t th • rnp between Reform To ... ;:i\e end Shule 

ml!'ht IJ» brid ~od . 

'rhe wn r nnd tho desiru f or augment!~ tho ronks or 

Refor m Judnlsm hn d ~urnod the Conf aren<: e fMm n nou tral 7.ion

ht !JO•lt. l on t n n dynamlcelly poti!tlva <,ne, Th ia a.ff \lint1on 
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with I.he Zlonls t cause brought l n tts wa ke an emphasis on 

o thnorunt r1c1sm nn<1 Jow !sh pa r ticuln rism n• substitute !deo• 

logtes tn plece of the broa d universal mess1anl c put lool< or 

so-cullod olassl osl Re form Judulsm. 

Polley chnnf"05 In 0~1rnr.l1.aUona cronto d lr1·1cultl 110 

not orir l nolly cnntemplstod whan new <1 \roc t1ons are 9et. u po n . 

'l'he ronrereric:o was <11 re r..: t.l y r-es po n<J to le in 1942 r or• the erQ -

a t ! <>n of the ant.1 - Z!onlst 01•pa n l•at l "'' tho "Amorioon counr.11 

t°(W Juda i sm" 'Nhun lt broke 1ta noutr 911'.y a~r·eemnt on Zlf"ln-

l•m by emorslnl! o Jo.., t oh nrmy for Polestlno . 

Th• a bsor pt!Qn of E••tern-i::uroponns into tho move-

mont. brourh t a'b<lu t d iverse caremonlos ond pr act.lces lnt.o tho 

'•a form To,.,ple , wn !ch led many t o fo ol thot the mov ement had 

bocOOIO chaotic: w1thou~ any suthorltat. t vo practlcos or rutdes 

,or rel111lous Dehllvlor . Hence Ula irrowlnr movement to eatab

Hsh codes of r rac t l ce r or t his heterosrenoous movement was 

folt to be necessary bY a ts rpe sol'm&n t or tho members of the 

r onr6ronce. 

Livlnp In e.n uye or post-war react.I on en:! tnc r ee.sed 

cent ral1z<1t lon of business and FOvo rnmo nt the Conf8r enr.e too 

refleo~en t he spi rit of the tL~e• by wontlnr o cur t a ilment 

of' the fr&edom and au thor ity oJ' each RobD 1 and cn npt'ftl'Otlon 

1n respect t o lts own ralivlou~ eJtpo rtmonto t!on. These types 

of r ttst r"ictl ems aro propoonls which are c o nt.rot·y to t.hu 
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np! rit. ol' Reform. F'o» t.he rreedom or r el lrlous expr ess ton 

ls the essence or Reform Jud aism. 

Pur lnR these yea r s the Conferenoo paid scant e tton

tl on to the quest.i nn or theo l ogy , thou¢i for • Omo Zionism 

ornl new rituals ans wered t helr t1xlstentlel noods . For othors 

thJs was no t the 911$ Wer Qnd for t hem the r,onrerenoe had 

fallod to develop " menntnirrul theolop !col pos l t lon. 

Zlnnl4 m h~<i obt~lnod Ito mn .lor Purpose end • t r o nr 

forces ore pre•ont.ly at wo rk seeklnr an e;rl to tho Zl nnht 

Orirnnbatl on 01' Amtlrlcn . l'o rhaps tho ConJ'&l'once wl 11 In 

r uture t urn fi'" m Its pr•eOCCUQOtlf'h with the J~w1ah Statu iind 

devote ite ot.tontlnn to dovolop1nr 6 men.ninflful Jawlsh t})e· 

~loicy for Re form Jud• lsm . 
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lsrnol ' s Rel1Fl0n 1s tho Rellfl~~ nf History . 
Par rrom being olther a creed lmpooed o n its 
adherents by nn eccl<0slnstic lluthor lty a• t hP 
condit i on or t.hu s oul• s :ia l va tlon , or a moro 
trl.bnl r ellp;lon , Jud&lsm Is an h1stor1cnl 
r o ltp;lon, polntlnp; bnck to the very bog lnnl ,,.
of man , one which has been growing and do vo l op
l ng, ex pond l nr and deepeninr um er the 1nr1u
onco of the v~~l nus forces of History . 

Kau.rmann Koh l e r 
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The f1fty-th 1r'<l eMuel c onv vrit.1nn o l' thn Central 

Con f ore nee or Arn<>rican Rebb 1a ·orn o e onvene d ot C1ncJ. ruw tl, 

Oh.io, Pebruory ?.4th, 1 942 . Sluc n Ha organ1u t lon In l e89 , 

the Cent.rel ConJ"oronee or Amor1c nn Rabbil wea nev er lnv olv<>d 

wlt.h I he prob l e ms o r World Jewry to the d egree It round 1t

se1f to bo in 1942 , The mo jor J uw1sh sett lemon ta of Ea!! L<H·n 

nnn Oont.ra l Euro pu hnd succumbed to tho G<>rmon onal&ufht. 

'Nost.e rn E.'l.l!'CJpo had ulso fill \on to t h o Nozls, on:! the Middle 

E•st. wo s In a precarious positio n wHh Ho hundreds of 

t hOU&ondo Of oriental Jewe • 1'ho f &O<' Of thfl destruction OJ" 

t hose Jewish e olor. l es in Peloo tlno, together with somo three 

mll U on a1hl1 tlonal Jews living ln lhe sov l e t Unlon, oeomed 

to boa reall ty .
3 

The United St:ot.11s o f Aznc rlca w1<s ln a state of war 

with r~rmnny and Japan. The world wa s la o l lro end death 

~trugple upon which tho ruturo c ourse or Western Clvllhutlor. 

dep<Jndud . For the first Umo in the history of Amo rlcnn 

lor&ol thu groat rosponsibllli.y t·or leadership end ctJ.ro or 

V/orld Jewry fell on Amorlcan Jews. The groat c.entora of 

e'l.lroponn Jewry were e1114aculoted , EllO'l lsh Jewry wns lncapacl

toted t>y tile sl r·onuous dem&nde of t he war. In thia chaotic 

11tmospho1•e Amorlcon Jowry wao tho "voice cryl ni; l o th" wlldor

noss, whnt do you d o un t o my people \ • 
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The report, or the Conference' a Commit tee on Con• 

temporaneous History in the year 1942 out11rwa the prosram 

which the conference would b• strenuous1y trying to achieve 

111 the 1mmod111 te future . 

l. "The only chance for a Jewish Army in Paloo

tine is the gl' lm logic or 0 threatened G6rman 

atteck, or the possible interverltion or Amer1-

08n lenders backerl by o strons American public 

2 
opinion.• 

2 . "We Jew~ in this !e,nd are raced with a double 

problem . our first and most. import1mt prob

lem ls to do overythlllr, thot Ues in 01;r power 

to help win this war; lhe aucord ls to hfllP 

our fellow Jews abroad , who ore the outetund· 
11 

1tl£ v1ct11'1s of Na~i cruelty . ~ 

3 . • Amertcun Jewry must set to work laJUedtately 

to formulat.e tho proposals that will be pr e

s entcn to the eventual peace conference , pro

posals thn t w1 ll attempt to assure docent ancl 

1 t • ror Jews •• • "
4 

honorab e tree men. 

Facod w1th th~ possible destruction of Eunopean 

Jewry , the a~thors of th1a program set lhe1r mines t ownrd tho 

preeorvot1on of thoao J ews et1ll able to defend tho.,..elves 

agoiruit. tha Nozl terror , and the reheb111tet1on or those 

vint1ms of the 'No rld War who well m!pht. survive unt.11 ti~ 

day of th& victory or the allied powers. 

Thio progra m aroused once a go in the divergent be· 

liefs und dl!lOtions or the conference concernir.r, the questio n 

of' Jowioh Not1onnl1sm, 1 .e., Zionism . Ono m~ght think that 

th& effects or the oatastrophlc world confllot wcml have 

oonvJnced the memb e rs of the conferonco tho t tbe rourd lng 

1denla 01· Reform l!osa ianiam and Un1vorual1sm were not adequate 

t.u moot tho Jel"lsh world condition in 1942, and tho now de-
5 

mnrxls ol' tho t lmea. 

In 1937, when the euidlns principles Of Reror~ 

Judaism wo1•0 restated, in the so-celJec Columous l'l atrorm, 

tho quc~~1on or Zion1am which prevlou•lY hod •o embltt~red 

t.he d lscusslon of the Conference, was neutralif.ed by revising 

tho P1ttsburi;t>PlatJ'orm 1 zr st.s rrl on the quantion . 'l'hfi new plat

form affirmed the "obl1ga ti on or a U Jewry to a id In its 

(Pnlostlnc •al upbu11ding as o Jowlah homeland by en<\oavor1ng 

to moke it Mt onl_y o haven or refuge f<>r th<l oppresse d but 
6 

also a oonter o l' Jowlsh <'Ulture a rod opir 1tual 11 re." The 

PJttsbw•gh Pletfnrm of 1885 hod not sough\. n return of Jew11 

to Pe.1011Une. 

W.lth the rlile of Oermsn Nnl.1onal Soc ialism in 19315 

and t.he implomuntsU on or its protr•m of antl - semltism b y 

Novombor, 1930, somo lOO, cmo Jews had emir,reted from tho1;-



7 
homeland to otber aountr1eo , among which waa Pales tine. 

4. 

With limited 11111111gration quotas tor Jews in Wes ter n 

lands the Zlon1s ~ members of t M Cont er once bended ever more 

tightly t ogether , and by 1937 had 3\lcceode d in getting t he 

confererce t o rEverse i t s formor stend •nd look to Peleatine 

as 8 haven for these unfortuna tos who '#ere soon to become a 

symbol of the twentieth-ae n t ury " refugeee · " 

This Columbus Platform's affirmatio n ot the •op

bulldl ng or Pales tine" was a victory of sorts for the Jewloh 

i:a t.i onali.Dts o r the Conference , Bu t t ha t. was In 1 9~7 . Hit

ler bad not ye t marched a gainst tho world, anc those forces 

1'lt.h 1n t he Con!'ar .. nce perslstently opposed t o Zionism wore 

col'll!tently d imini3htng eitha r through death or convic tion ao. 

tha Nazi menace over lncrease d. 

Five years ofter the Columbus Platform, t hA s l tua

tl on or 'Norl<l Jewry was such that no prophet could have pre

J l ctod its d I.re cl rcumsta ncea. Jn E:u r ope tho Jewlnh people 

were syatomat.l eolly 011d methodically belllt murdered , 811d ln 

Amerlca Jowr. wore dis organized and spl!ntel'ed • 

or . Jan-es G. Heller's prsatdentlsl mossaea t o the 

conrerence i n 1942 mod e re commom n l Ions wh lrh the leadership 

of Reform Jurle.iam be !"lln to follow ln earnao t .. Helle r• s con-

tent l on WllU •.hat Re1'orm Judaism muut evaluate 1 t.self , •Not 

because Reform Jud aism ie to be d locarded \ Far from tha t\ 

!lot because its prlstlne impulse , -- to pur1f'y the r o1181on, 

5. 

t o drow d istinctions between central a rid pe riphu1• a l , to c1111-

phashe the prophetic rather than the legal oapeot or Jud• 

ism, -- ls less germane to, less 11e edAd by o ur generation. 

On the contrary , it is more so l Becauae ll ~ failed !!i 

!.1!! £.'!!l! l!lll. maoaea £!: !!!.!!.!l .!!! IJl!erlea. • 9 
In a mome nt or 

t ru th the Reform movement ls here c o nfronted wi th the fact 

tho t t.he d ream of J , M, Wioe ( that In o ehort time all Jews 

ln these Utii ted Sta t es wou ld bec·omo adoorente of wha t h e 

colled "American Juclfliom") wa a no t a 1·eality. 

Tho erfec t. upr>n the Conrerence of the deat1•uct1on 

ol' tho gr e a t s torebouoe or Jewlsh l earning end contora or 

Jewlsh life In ai~ope was thet tho Reform Rabbineto b egan to 

r ealhe that it wu one or th& major depositori es or Ju(ld~m 

lef t; intact 1n the world, and l n ordor to proeerve what waa 

loft of Judaism i t would have t o cap t ure and hold the masa 

of unaffiliated Ame r lean Jews. 

The explanation or why Reform had fa.iled to win over 

the mess or American Jews to its cause l a sta t ed with candor: 

11 .. . wh1rn the blBme l a to be as s lgned , [ l t l should be placed 

on these factors: the condign e xcluslven"u of our t e mp lee ; 

thnlr tendenc y to identify them3e l ves wlth an ttttonoaic c l a ss ; 

tho e xe esslve rationol1e11 or tb tilr llturgy; th<tlr growing 

prejudice agolr"'t the use of Hebr ew; their antipathy toward 

Zionism g rowing out or the speclfio situation in wh i ch t he 
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German Jews h nd round themaelvea in the early yesra of the 

nineteenth century: and , rinally, the lethargy and quie t i sm 

tha t soon settled u pon them so t hat they made no serio us ef

fort to wl n ove r I.ho n11w masses , so that their own f81 th s oon 

became !'or them a mtJre matter or rout1ne.n
9 

'l'he P.eform move men~ snw its sf tua ti on quite correctly. 

Jt wna u minority r elle.1ou• orge n h al.ton whoee membership 11&.a 

cnmposed of o r.er t oin s elect representa tion of American Jewry , 

If it wa s t o be an e f fec tiv e organiution oo t. only rcr the 

preset'Vetlon or the so-celled Je wish h eritage , bu t olso con

cerning the war time ob jec t ives i t wi sh e d to aee a ccomplished , 

i t hall ~o e nll a t the support a nd l oynl ty o r the me.as or Ameri 

cen Jewry, Thus Rerorm Judaism turned l t s bac~ on ite past 

with an earnest deslrtt to bec\)me a maas movement . Who waa 

this mass thsi Reform Judo1sm wishe d to apreal to , and with 

what d id 1t appt1al. 

During t he pnr l od lB:?0-1070 the Jewish em1gr at1on 

to the United State• was p r111arlly from Western F;urope c omi

nated by a Germanic inf"luence . Thia emigra t ion accounte d f or 

about 300, 000 Jews.10 l h the yftars 1070 -19 14 more than t wo 

million Jews e ntered the Uni t ed S t ateo; for BO per cent or 

them, their lnnd or or1g1n was Esatern Europe.
11 

The mas s 

of American Jews in tho Unite d Sta t e a by 1942 ,ras o r E&s tern

European d escent ; tbay held strong Jewish na t. t onsl1stic vlewa , 

and their reliitious emotions were tied t o gether with the 

o<>rds o r traditional ceren1on1en am obse rvancea.
12 

U Re-

form Juci nism we.s to add thh mass t o 1t 8 ranks , it had t o 

aho r1ge its reput e t lon rro111 being n movement which waa aelr

conta 1nod wnon6 the Germanic Jewish elemen~ who represented 

t he soo i o...., con c;m!c uppnl" c lass of' Jew I sh ~ociety with !te 

antl-Jewlsh nat i ona l istic views. This change would bring 1n 

lta wake a new interpretation of Re f o r'!ll Judai sm which would 

be a no tu~al consequence or suc h an expanai~n . 

The c ombined effects or the Second world War with 

ita onnihilation <>f European Jewry , an:! th11 maas indifference 

of Amer lc&rt Jews toward any form or synagogal aff l.liat. lon 

spurred the C.G.A.R. to a re-evaluation of Refo nn Judaism 

which set It 1.n a new d irecti on . 

or majo r cons i deration for the Confe rence was the 

Zi onist quest.i o n , for t he majority of Jewe , tho ugh t hey did 

not affiliate themse l ves with r el i g 1ouo b~ie• • •ere pro

Zion h t end would not g ive heed to u Je•lsh organization which 

was noted for its l ukewai•m or enti-l/nt1onal1st1c views. 

The ee:rly h istory or Rol'orm or L1ber11t Juda1am which 

originated in Germany stated in no unequ i vocal teriaa ite po

e1 t1on towards Zio nlom, A Rabbiniral Confel"enc e wae held i n 

Brunswick, on June 12 , 1844 , a nd ch i of among the enrly re

forme r•, Semuc 1 Holdheim, dee ls red : •wo do not grant that 
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tha ro 16 •uch a thing aa a 1Chrlat1ao Sta to, 1 and certainly 

we should not apeak or a •Jewl•b State, • or or the overlap

ping or tno rellgl>ua and the pe> l1tlcal 1n Judeb"'••• Let. 

t.he Jewlah clergyman concern hl• aelf with r ells l oua lnstruc-
1;) 

tion: that 1s plain\• 

Tt~ c . c .A.R, , cona1der1ng th• ~stlonallatlc aympa 

thlea or Amel"le>an Jawa and 1t.• ow n aeplratlons t o enlal"ge 1ta 

1"olla, passe d the a o-ca llod • Jewlah Anny Resolution• at ita 

conven~lon i n 1942 . " St> It resolved , that the Central Con

rerer10e or Amerle>an Rabbis adde 1 ts v o1ce to the demand that 

t h e Jew1ah populotlon or l?ele$tl ne b • given the privi lege or 
e ata bl1ah1ng a military force wbich wil l £.!B!!.!.. ~ .ll.I ~ 

!!!!!.!!!'. on th• a l do or the d11mocracieo , under the a llied co111-

msro, to llefllnd ,!,!..§.own land and the near East. to the efll! 

that tho v l ctory of democ raoy may ti.. hastened evoryw)te re . •
14 

This resolution waa adopted by a vot e or 6 4 to :ie.
1

b 

Thia vote doea not r epresent anywhere neor o msJorlt7 or the 

mombers or the C.C. A.H . or or tho 236 member• Who reglatered 

ror the conve nUon, 1
6 

One wo nde r s •111 a resolut i on or such 

major importance • aa v oted upon bJ s uch e minority ot tha 

conrorence , portlcul&rl7 ln view or the tact that since the 

Conl'erenee•s 1noapt1nn the ra tlooa llat question had been a 

burning and ~MU Iona te ls sue . 

In 1935 , prior to the PittaburY, Platrora, a l'eao

lution wu pa ssed i n the C.C .A.R. which attempte ~ t o unit.a 

9 . 

the Conference on the Natlonalht qu~s· l o n . Tho • :iaonlat 

pr ogram should be lert to the determination or the Individ ual 

members or the Conference t.ho•ae lvea , thererore Be I t Re-

aolved that tha C. C.A.R. t ekea n o or r l c lal et.and on tha aub

Jac t or Zionism... '!'he C .C . /\ . R. wi 1 l cont lnue to cooporat e 

i n tm upbulldlng or Palaatino lri tho econo .. tc , cultural , end 

pn1"t1nularly spiritual taska conrrontlnf the f"l"O•lng and 
17 

ovolvlng Jewish co-.in1ty there.• Th1e resolution wu a 

comproal.se with an original reeoluti on t ha t a t a ted that a 

•ubo tantlal sa€'Jllent or the conrereneo we• no longer ln oppo-
18 

sltlon t o Zionism. 

\\hoh t h l a r o solut I on wee pesaed , Jo.moo o. Heller , 

nn ordent Zio nis t , express ed the opinion thot the reoolutl on 

was t oo weak ond the t he wt abed to aee the time wh e n there 

• wou ld no lon ger be ·~ 1ncoW1p&t1bil1ty between t i onhm a nd 
l \l 

Reform Judaiom.• Slowly the c omplex1on or the Rerorm Rab-

blneto and uity was changing , ror ln l\l3b" ae jor ity or the 

s tudents Ln a ttendan~e at the Hebre• Union Collef.O wo o East.

Eul"opean ln background, and appr0lliloatel7 50 per cent or the 

lalty arrt lla ted with Ref o rm congrega ti ona • • • llllll-Oer.anic . 
20 

Yet the ant1-Ket1onallst i c rorcoa wllhin the Confc>rence • e r e 

able to prevent. the incluolon nr the etate111ent t he' a aub

etantlal nu.111ber o f .,..n or the C.C.A.R. • ere no loneo r oppoaed 

tu Zionism. Tho leadorah1p or the llati o nallata wi thin the 
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Contaroi10~ was biding 1te time . 'fha cyclo ot' hlsrnry wuo un

rol •Jlri>f. l!r lt :1 fevor , and It was unwilling to take a etHnd 

in 1935 which ml gbt re11ult in a Cqnl'erence divided over the 

:!iunlst quostion w!l lch 111lght force men to wt~hdraw rro11 the 

r•onks or th& C.C.A . R. 

Tw9 ye ors lntar . amidst tho rising wave or .Nat i onal 

soclalism nnd "orld-wide anti-~emitbm, tho Nationallsts in 

the ContereMo wore successflll In havln(7 a plank lncludod in 

the "ColumbU.• Plnt!'orm" which committed the Conturon<'o t o the 

"upbu !lct!ug 1.>f Pelostlno, • but n:>t as 11 Jewish National Sta te .
21 

Sl<l'Ml.7, with tho tnr.t'e8s1nflY dnngerous political 

:rltuatl.011 of Gorman Jewry and tha eirp11MJon of the Naz i stute 

abroad , Lh l> leadership o f tho American Jewlsh COl!lft!Unlty W4$ 

turning ~o Zlonht hands . 'fhe major Ame rfoan rell l!lou.1 and 

secular lo~dors ware identlfled w1 ~'1 Z1~nlom, ruoonr. the11 

Rabb1'1 Stophnn s . Wise , Abba Hillel S11ver nnd Solomon 

Go ldmo.n, Hnl tod Stotes Supremo Coul"t Justice , Louis D· Brnn:!els, 

Govornor He rbort Letunan or Now Yor·k , arvl Secretary or t.'i e 

'fre&SUTY Honry Morgenth.llu. Those m~n spoke , and m1ll1ors or 

t.111orlMn Jews revered tholr wordn, ree;ardless oJ' t.hol r syruJ • 

gognl urn l lat ton. The Zlonia t:s wore mll1 t8nt; they hnd 

little timo ond " burnlng ca.us& ln th~i r henrts . 

The Zion.ls to were out to cnpturo the .,ho le or Jew -

1sh life 1n America. Or. Solomon Goldman atuted ln the Jewhh 

11 . 

!i11!P.onent , Soptombtlr, 1939, "It ia esaontial that Zionist propn

ganaa enhanco tho whole of Jewhh lifo ••• to color and i nflu

ence 1t. l'lhBt is h&pponlng In t.hd roat of the Jew i sh world 

is cornpletoly brund up with the r undamontn l roRllzotlon or-
22 

:Uonlsm ." 

Wi th the British pro111.1!gation or the ao• cnlled 

,.Chi to Paper l'or Palestine• In 1939, 11 paper llm1t1ng to 

15 , 000 ~ouls , the nUJ11ber or .lows that might legally be en

titled to enter during the nortt J'lve yt10J;'s, the claims or the 

Zionhts tho t th~ 1mpond1ng disaster rocine tho Jewish people 

Was mor e t'ian o theorot!oal posslb111ty assumed added wo1ght .
23 

By March , 1940, tho British had furthe r abanlonod tho Balrour 

Ooclara 1.1 on b y res tt'lc ting thn right or Jews to acquire lond 

ln Pal.,• tlne . Thus , the ra t e of thaae Jewish r.,fugees •dsh

lng to em.ie l'nte ~o Palastino was sealed. 

The Conference wa:r then concer ne d thll t 1.he tuture 

dl r.,ctlon or American Jewry would fall into the hond• of secu

lar leaders , and 1r the Conference r11mainod nnutro.1 or gnve 

ohor1tabls support t.o the Zionist ce.uao 1l could nover re

ce1v" the resp0ct and l oyalty or t he mnJor1t;y or At1Xlr1can 

Israel . 

'fo comb"t- thb situation , Jamu!I () , Holle r wt>o was 

"lected Pras1dont or tho Conre!"ence in lll41 , oM •ho wna also 

ChBl t'"" n or thfl Nntlono1 Adminbtretivo Council of the Zion

ist Orgeni&etlon or America , st.at.ad in I.ho Jewiai) E>tponont 
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or Ph1ladelph1a on July 4, 1941, • .. , that Reform was no 

longer antl - Z1onlst, and Jews muat unite to Work for Pelea 

tine.• Jewa must "put the force o·r the liberal rabblnnt" 

bohind the beneficent end cro11t1ve work of Z1on1s1B. •
24 

Thd ~alit1ea or tho pol i tical situa tion for the 

Zioniets made it impossible to have the rontriotlons or the 

"llhltu Papur" revoked , but a new 1den solzed thom Which would 

have universal appeal, not on1y to Jews , but to rroedom

\oving mon ovorywhore, 1'ho leadership of the Zionist orga·n1-

Z"-t1on star tort an 1ntenal1'hd cfun_paig n demnndinp; that the 

Jews or Pol11stine • be allowud to muster a large army, based 

on P"los~lno , to flf'ht unrlor the Jewish bnnm.i: as an Integral 
25 

pert oJ' tllb Foroeo of the United Notlono.
11 

The men ln the C<> nforenM wh<> w lshetl to see Reform 

JudaUm increase its renlrn oo well es ti>'! Nati o noliots or 

tPe conforeoce sew tn thin propoo 0 1 en op!)ortunity to convn!t 

the ConCoreru:o t o o st.and whlch would h.nv11 greet meas appenl 

to Amenican Jewry on:J rlrmly co-mitt this con1'erenco to the 

Zionist cause . 

It Is lmpcrtnnt to consMer the n1annor In which 

~ne Jewloh Army Proposal was bt'Olljlht to th& floor or thP. r.on

rorence ror cons l dnratlon, end the erfacts or thl& strategy. 

Tho re soeMd t.o haoru beon two important e>Ons iderations in 

the min<I• or thA beckors of th" ~Jowlsh Army Resolution." 

1 , 11' it failed in Fettlng tho resolution app roved tho 

13. 

Conferoncu woo ld onoe again b e idontHled with tho rorcea 

worktng agaln!i t the Zionht cause, and i n the p ubllc•a mind 

sUll be con:iidered anti-Zionis t . 2 , The re Illus t have boon 

onougn oppoalt1nn among the :rogioterod delegate• to dofoat 

or emasculate the proposed reoolution, and 11 monner would have 

t o be worlce d out assuring tho t a ma jor1t y of thu member:: 

present would vot .. for thu l'eaolutlon, 

BecRueo of thn above conaidet·atlons t.he rollowing 

strategy waa employPd by the h11ukoro or th~ Jowlsh A?'ftly Reso

luti o n. The ~solution was brought to the floor or the Con

rorence when only 102 of the 236 men who were registered et 

the convention 'lrero p:roaent. Thi• wae do1111 on a Fr iday after

noon duri ne tho fl nel sooa!on ot' I.ho Convention when many or 

thn mon had already departed ror their Pul pi ts ,
26 

Though tho circuntStances g!vo evidence of being pre

a.rrungud when put to thb V<>ttl , tho resolution waa passed by 

64- 3S i n f'nvor of' adopt 1on, Tha d bcuss i op which precoded 

the passage ot the ruolut ion noted thn t the rosolu ti o n v io

lated the s ltuetlons ln th!a Confer6nce so as to divide ono 

group against the other, predicate~ upon atrferenceo in our 
27 

n11dot on the :t1on1st matter.• 

The anti•Na t lonaliat rorces within tho Conference 

were convtnced ttl\t thoy bad neon betrayed ror they had plan

ned to iut!'oduce o •resolution prepnred in opposlti on to the 

1dea or the cron tlon or the Jewish Arftl:I and in t ho interest 
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or harmony thob resolutio n was not introduced , • 

14. 

Thero "l\'t.u•e some me n or t.he Conrar&nce , such as 

Rnbbl Aaron Opher, a member of the Na t iona1 111 t block, wh o 

hed a.dvocol;ed a Juwish Array for Poleetloo out s ide the con

fines or the Conference , but favorotl the withdrawal or thh 

l'osoluUon because or " the ract thnt a resoluti on co1M1ittins 

the C.C.A.R. on t hls issue wou l d have litt le effect upon tile 

l\ritish uovernnent and would cause a rift in the unity or 

this body .. . •
29 

Rabbi Ophor ' n interpretntion of the ofroc to of tho 

rooolution was correct, The reason f"or· br inghlf. thB resolu

tion t o tho Oonfo r e<100 floor wss to lden~ify in the Allloricen 

publ i c 's m!nd the endorsemen t of Zionist nopirattons by tho 

C. C.A.fi ., and this mu tual 1dontif1ca tion wu s e.laed by th" 

members or the Conreronne rar boyonrt t.hP. hallo of tho conven-

tl o n upon the minds or tho mas• or unal'r111atod Jews of Amedee • 

SV 1donr,ly , Rabbi Opher wne more concorned wlt.h t he unit y ot' 

the conl'er6 nce as a w\'l ole thon l ncr ooalng t.he memborshlp or 

the r anks of Reform Judai s m. 

The etr ete(l" u s11d by Heller an~ thn Nottorwllat 

bl~ok wlth1~ the Conference was a ucceaafU l ln se tt i ng t. he 

·J~w1ah Army Re 3olutlon• pasaed , but it ul oo justified the 

ro .. H nt or t he an t l-llatl <>nalist forces or the Conferen<in tha t 

the y ha d boon bot.ruy~d. Those ant1-Notlonal1st• grouped thum

eelves to~et.h<r, and under t he dlroct.ion of Dr. Louis wolsoy , 

15. 

of Conpregation Rodeph Shalom, Ph1ladelph1o, esaemble d on 

Ju ne l , 1942 , ut Atlantia City , New Jeraoy , to cons ider their 
30 

ottuo Uon . 

Wolsey •• ori g i nal tntont was to convene a c o nfer

ence of rabb inical leaders , but on April 29 , 1942 , Dr. \llolaey 

so11c1te<I Uie views or Rabbi E:lmar Burgor , of Flint , Mlchigan, 

ro11ordi n11, the rm·mation or such " conferenc e to •XPN•u tho 

sent1111ont s ~f tho art1-Nat1on11l1s.ts of th" c . C.A,R . The 

t hought behind '#ol~&Y'• action waa that Bergox• had Pr.,v1o usJ.y 

organized a lay oppositi on t o Z1on1Gm in Fllnt. Rabbi Sel!@• r 

ouggested a pr ogra m of lay- r abbinic cooperation in rif!ht ing 

Zionism for t i» ALlanbic Cl ty 111ee tinl! • Thus the Atlantic 

City mAet l ng was a Joint rabbinic-laity ventur., , This estab

lishe d tho Confor omo by I ts very composure ao a non-rabbini

cal organlwt1on, thou ph H "o• called by Ra bb i. Wolooy, to 

stve a moans o~ oxpresslon t o thoso antl- llllt 1onalist Ra bbis 

of tho C. C.A.R. '!'hose views on Zionism differ ed rrol!l tbs of-
3 1 

r t cia l pronouncome nts of Lhll G, C. A. R. 

ourlnr tl'e i ntel'Vnl ootwuen Pebruary , 1942 , a .nd 

June , 1942, a sories of let ters was ex changed be tweon Jamoe 

o . Reller, Di-. Wol!!ey anrt the gonArnl mombor ship of the 

c . c . A. R. Holler was aware , on Aprll ~o . 1942 , or t ho proposed 

conforcrnce to be hold a t AtLrnt.1c City , with He l.Jllplication 

for tho c .c.A . R. ervl Roform Juda ism via-a- vis tho Jewish 
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m•o•e s, wrote to all mo.Oer.s of the c . c .A. R. urging the• not 

to heed Dr . lfolae:r' a invitation, and to bind the..,.olvaa by 

the dec iolon of the m&jority or Lh o C.C .A.H,, who rormerly 
32 

w<>re a idnorlty, and prevent & r upture ot' t he Conference. 

The hornet a ' nos t had been a t1rred , and 1 t waa not 

to be pu t a t reat with such e ase . '!'he 111Bjority o f the Con

ference , though w1l11.ng to 11b1do with the •Jedsh Army Reso

lutio n• once H hnd been poesod , dJd not hnve an opportunity 

to vote tor i ts cona l derat.lon , an:! the oppo..Jtlon to Holler 

~rote t.o him on May 'I , 1942, Jnfcrm1ng h1111 that tne "Jewlsh 

Army Resoluti o n• ha d • commlttoc t ho C. C,A . tt . to o Jewish 

Army stsDd when only a small pnrcontage of t h6 g roup waa 

proaont 11t the moutins . • H was their intentio n to rip.ht 

"Neti onaUst1c tondehcies In Jewish 11ro11 
••• but to flp;ht them 

"w ithin t he C . C. A. R. 11 '!'hey l'Urther advised Hellel' to return 

to t ho former agreed-upon neutrality or the c; .c .11. rt . I n 1h 

official p1•onouncements concernl"l' the ? lonht question . 

Hullor , realldne that the ru turo unity of tho 

c . ~ .A.R . was at stake , afte r he lvld usu rped It, wrote o n 

May 15 , lil42, to Morris Laaoron, ol' lla l t imore, orrerins to 

present a resolution to the noxt O.C.A.R. conr11ronee which 

would return th(> Confer11nce t o ita ror.,.r neutral position, 

on th e coooJ ti on that the proposed ...,et1ng to be hold at 

Atlantic City be cancelled . Heller furth1r s to.tod t.ha ; he 

thought such a rooolutlon wou lll be cloroatod 111111 n" such be a 

l? . 

poroouel defea t ror h1m. Tpb offer res rejeoted by the 

ant1-Nnt1 onal I.a ts. 
33 

Heller ••• lmown aa a pasalonate Z1on1at, and i t 

would be dlfrtcult l'or any member• of the c . c .A.R. to take 

his pr..,oanta t l on qf such a pr oposal se"?"ious)y , no ""'tte r wha t 

reasons he would udtlu ce 1n callinl! for its passage . Se oordly, 

he had already indicated that such a resolution wou ld have 

l! tt la chanco or passage . One roo.lly wontlera thorn why Heller 

would huve lMd• such a proposition to the anti-Nationsl t~ts 

i n the first plscu. P.,rhaps , he thoupht that such action on 

l'\1<t part would enable th e a nt1 - Na tlonolht<r to call orr their 

conven t. In n and at thu same tll>O rive hlm mor" time to try 

a rl'.I man-i t~e ranees ol' th11 Confurence which he har! been 1n-

s trumenta l in tea,.lnf down. 

Ninety-six rabble attend11d tho Atlantic City meet

ing calJoJ by Dr. Wolsey In June, 1942 .
34 

This confe rence 

drafted a resolution which emphasiced the unlvel'oal inter• 

pretot1on ol' H.,rorm J u dahm agolns~ tho PGrticulal'istic views 

upr essoct by Lhe Natlonl1st members or th11 <; ,C , A.R ., r estor 

ing tho c .c.A . 11 . position on Zionism ~o the 19·35 doclaration .~5 

R11bblnic leadership or the Atlantic City Conf111•enoe 

waa not lonp In duration , anr! on December? , 1942 , t...~aing 

J . Rosonwo. l<I waa electe d preai<lent of t his g r oup, which was 

to be k11own as tto Amel'lc an Co uncil ror Judaism . '!'he alee• 

tlon or a lay p1•119ldant for the Ameri ca n Council !'or J udaism 
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ard lt11 subsequent l ay :U.aderahip led to t he resignation 

from Ho ranks or most of' the rabbis who s iyned 1 t• original 

!>tlitoment of purpose. By AugusL. 1943• only twenty-s ix or 

Lho original nl necy - oix rab bis who had been present In Juno , 
36 

1942 , weru affiliated ~1th the Council. 

Keller wao a waro thnt sotllethlnr. had started that 

would not easily be oonta1nod , for now the t tho laity wor e 

et tho helm o f leadership there were ample f\nGnceo available 

to \.he organization and there wero nlso many member• of the 

American Jew i sh community who, for a lonr tlme , had had no 

other avenue in which to g lv" vont to thell' anti-Z1on1<1t 

v1e•a• '!'bus, Heller fear ed t;hat the Amet'lcai. Council for 

Judulslll would grow lnt.o u ri.val rabbinic -lay organization to 

tbe Conference and U\a Union of Amorlcnr1 l!,.bre,. congregations• 

Hellor again plendet! thal ths rabblnicul mc1nborshlp withdraw 

and ''diubnnd , for its membera t.o c ontinue to a gltelo ror 

their point oJ' view within the frOJ11ework of exial.1111!: organi

zati ons , to o.dvnnce it as stroD¥.lY ns they can tri the c . c .J..R. 

and fr om their own pulpits; but t.o cease cons t ituting on or

ganlztHi"n which , 11'1 t1y oplnlon , l8 bound t.o become an 
37 

antagonist of tho Ur Lon ane of the Conference·" 

Mor o than a ,.,. Jority or the origina l rabblnle mom-

b8rsh1P had real fll"8d frOlll the American Council f o r Judaism 

bY late 1943; the unity of the c . c.A.R . was once more assured, 

ard the remaining •claasiclllly mlndecl'' Roform· Rabbis hlld 
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been defou ted ln their attempt• to revorso the now trend or 

the c . c .A.R. , but a ~w f orce wn s created from this altua· 

t.ion in the Armrlaan Je.,tah a.cone whi ch ·.vs.a L .. ., be a thorn lr1 

thu sldo of all thos e Whl) held Zionist syropnth1ea. 

In l'urthor11111 th<! ident11'1cet:!.on of Reform Judalam 

erv! Zloni•m, a r ound table discusslon wns held in executive 

session at tne 194J Coni'eronco entl t. led • oompet 1bility of 

Z1onlmn ""llh nerorm Judelsm . ~38 A conunltt.oe waa 1lppointed 

"to rormulate ana to present to the Conference o resolution 

or r1>aolutl,ona• on Zionism and Refc>rm Judals11 growing out of 

thls dlscusslon. '!'he committee forroulat~d two resolutions 

wh ion 1t. preaentert to u .. conf1>1'<1nce. 
39 

n10 fl rst of those r1,.olut1ona den led ttli t there 

Is any "~ssentinl lncompat ibillty betweon Reform Jude lom onil 

Zl onhm.•
40 

'!'hl.s resolution was sl~neri by such Z1oniat5 as 

Stephen S. Wioe end l'ornott. R. Brickner, as well as men 

known for their ont.1-Z1 onist leanings like Ju Ua.n llorgens tern 

end J~~eph Rauch. 
41 

'!'he second majority rottolutl on thn L was reported 

to the Oonrerence co I led upon " our collAagucs or Lhe American 

councll r1>r Juctalsm to torm1nnto thio org•ni~otlnn• beonuoo 

"It• continued e xJs t.erx:e would becom~ s yrowlng threat to our 

['ollowohlp . 1•
42 

hi T s seoon~ resolution wes not ai~ned by 

Rabbi rikuch, o nd a minority reo olut.lon wvs presented by him 
4~ 

and Robbi s. 11 . Goldenson . 
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This m1nor1 ty report challenged tho a u t!iori ty or 

the Conl'urence an<1 ques tioned the wiadon which had led i t to 

state " that there is no fun damenta l i nr.ompat1b1llty between 

Reform Juda i sm anrl Zionism• as well as to urge or "require 

the Con!'oronc:e 111embers o!' t he Amer 1cnn c ou nc11 for Judaism 

t o d i sband ," The minority resolutio n condemned tbe Oonre r 

once for allying •unity• and mooning " c onformity , " r ep;ord i ng 
44 

"tholr prop;ram" as the only one ror Rerorm Judaism . 

Tho minority reso lutio n was defea ted by a roll call 

v ote or 137-4&, Several members of the Con~orerico asl<ed oer

m1ooton t <;l expluin thP1r votu on lhl s repor t . '!'ho y expr essed 

tho opinion that 1t w•s b eyond tho sc<• ra o f tho outnori ty nr 

thn r.onferoni:e to ook "an orgunltntlon or nPt only rabbis l\ul 
45 

alR C\ Joymon to di sbon d . " Rabbi Ionuc E. M&r-nu son, tho 

Adm tnlutru Live Secretory or th• Cl)nferanco a nd ono of' Its 

most es t e emed mmnbe r• , sold wtill s a gno1 t.y , " l t l e !llosicol 

to • • k the non-Zl onbt$ to tlisbnlYJ th 111r o rg11alzn tton for tho 

sake o f 11mHy unl ess wo lil<awis u no k ~Ito Z1on 1Dts t o wi t hdrew 
46 

rrom tholr organh~t len .• 

M.urc:u s t)n wns o.u1tu oor t•o ct. 1t1 h l s op1n1t1 n , bu\i t..ho 

Confer o11r.e W4G no lo~~r [70VCl'l\Cd by lhu [7N>BI: U berlll t{'ncl l 

tl ons of the pus\. , wh.,re r espoct for 1ndlv1clual d' fl'el'e nco 

o n the z1on1s t quo• tlo n hAd been t be n or m, To i nject fill' t.Mr 

h ostility into '*'" Conl'eror.ce end e mbl t t , 1• lts momUer• , tho 

nnt1 - Net 1ona.l.1eta were accused o f " treason" f or t.hul r etnr,J. 
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This oe1·talrdy wao a cry s macl<his of a pol.tt l cnl convention 
47 

roth~ r than a r 1<bbLn1clll one. 

'!'he conrer orce wns doterml nod to crush tho a n ti-

Nut1o nnl!st1c forcen w1th1n lts ranks om silence th n lr voice. 

The Conferenoo•a effort to join r o r-c <>a wil h t.h6 Z1on1sta of 

Aroorico waa evor moro succuas f'u !. , and tlurlnr. t,he ne x t yttara 

the prosldvncy o r the Conference devolved upo11 such noted 

Zlon1s ts u Abba 1111 lol Sllver (1945 - 4?) , AbrahtHT• :r_ Fold m•n 
48 

(1947-49) , onc1 Phllip s . ilerns te l n ( 1950- 52 ). 

·rho No~lona11st forces wo r o I n numc"1cnl co nt r ol 

ol' Lhe Confer•oncfi , nre with thoir olleglo.nce t o Z l t>nism ond 

t"ht-"lr deR1rc thut. Re f'orrri Ju.!uiam beco me a mt\S3 movomt,nt-. 

c a!'to ln chllni;os i n L\-e relle lous or1.,h1:nt i on or Herorm wore 

nrJcossury. 
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In l'fl•evaluating tho Reform movement and i ta new 

dlrectiona, t ho political identification or Reform with 

?.ioniam might prove aucce1a1'll in r emoving its anti-Wattonal

tat reputation and winniflft ro r it1el f a favorable poattion 

in the thought of Amerioan Jewry; but how waa t.hla going to 

attract m• member a into i ta rank• ? The synagogue la tho 

prima~y plsoe where formal rel ig i oue expression takaa place 

In Reform Juda i sm. rr the former criticism of the Reform 

Movement waa t r ue and Reform Synagoj!llaa were inde ed charac 

terized by •condign exe l uaiveneea , • by •axcaaaiva rat1nnel-

1am or liturgy,• by "prejudioo agains t the use or Hebrew," 

and "antipathy toward Zionism,• thia situa tion would hBYe to 

be rectified t rom wi thin if Reform was to attract the Jews 

or Eastern European heritage. 

The r eport of the Collll!liadon on Synagogue Ac t1v1· 

ties for 1942 attempted to otr·er a suggestion whl ob would 

move Reform on a new peth. In coMact l on wi th Reller•• 

pr esident bl meaaage or the aame yea.r , the Col!ll!lisaion on 

Synagogue Act;b ity had been •emphu1dng the new tendencies 

in the direction or a J'evl tal1ud and more appealing, not 

t o •&Y • more complacent synagogue; and by at1mulat 1ng ob

serYances or mea,Ungful ceremonies and customs in aynago~ue 

and home ••• •
4 9 

Thia program waa ottered by tho committee, and con

gregations were urged to have -.or e eeremoniala • •• l"riday 

evening. • .the wearing of robe a nd attii>e by rabbi and cantor 

•• .J'ev1val of lntaree t. in the teaching of Hebrew u ahown 

by the re-introducti on or extension or Hebrew in .. ny Reli• 

g1oua Schools and t he or ganiaatlon or Hebrew elaaaee t or 
50 

ndults ; the again changing age of Conf! r .. t1on.~ 

Thus the Synagogue en t ered into the oampa1gn to tn

c.reaae its membership, It a ttempted to do thia by introduc

i ng rituals and CU~ t<nl fONerly absent from the aajorlty Of 

Reform Synagoguoa . Tha return to Hebrew, the use of e lari• 

eal attire , and ne w bolM! and Temple ceremoniee were oerta1nlf 

not pr i ncl pally ln1 t h tad tor old lim Refonn members, but 

Nlt.her to bridge the gap between temple and ~ in order 

that the 111&as of unaffiliated Jewa with Eastern Europea n 

background~ would reel more or an emotional at t aclulen t wi th 

the Reform Sfnasague thlln they bad formerly experienced , for 

there waa no other way that Reform coul d become a uao move-

ment , 

To further enhance the eynagogue and Reform J'itual 

and ceremony, the c.c . A.R.• a Committee on Ceremoniea wao 

reeponaible in 1942 tor having a ne w Chanuko Laap for the 

9fNlgOgue daaignod by Ruben Leaf, f01'1!18rly a teacher of ap• 

plied design a t tho Besalel Art SohOol i n Palea tine .
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They 

alao created a Chanuko aer'Jlee pageant aa wel l aa a new 
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llogllla.b ror P\r ta i n Engllah. '!be holldaya or Cbanullo and 

Purl• are both occaal~na when in rol'lll9r thnea the Jewish 

people have been raaoued rrom defeat 1n the race or O'fer• 

whalalng odd1 . It aealllltd rtttlng, in the race or auch an

other cataatropbe • blob betall rho Jewish people 1n 1942, 

that these rlt:uah should be re•e111phaabed, for they e•bOdy 

•the idea or Jewish aurYha1, •
52 

Thus 1 n the darkea t 7eara 

ot World War ?1 1 the Reto,.. a oveaent looked to the h11torlc 

past tor a trength and ancourageaent to faoe the con te11porary 

c a taatrophe or Jewish axper1enca . 

Thia r a•i•al or Cbanuko and Pur111 , whlcb are the 

mo1t particularlatic of tba J'eeieh Holldaya, waa A tar Ol'J' 

fN>m the universal and ae111anic emphaala g iven to tho Jaw• 

ieh u:perlence by tbe e arly re toJ'Jae ra, who felt uncoatortable 

at the phraae in t ..., Haggadah •and thou ahalt pour out thy 

Wl'ath [ 11 tel •• • • 

The C01111ittee t\J r tbor 1ntr0duced apec1al Sabbath 

serYlces : Sabbath S' a•koll.Jn , 'llh1ch • • a a revh'a l ot tho anclont 

.'reo wtn orrering; SabbatlUI ~ and ~l a a we ll u 

urging the use or rabbini cal robe am attiNI; an! the uae or 

the ~-•1th aouth-plece , ori~inated by tho C011111ittaa.
5
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Along with oer .. onial r e vlalon and addition, the 

L1t1rg1cal Coamittee ot thB Contaranoe had ro r no• tiee 

bean editing and r<>vh lng the !!!!.!.!?!! 1'ra7er ~ t or Reform 

worship aervicea . The rev11ion or the dail)' ~rayer book 

25 . 

appeared in 1940, It contained a greatar aaount or Hebrew 

text than the tol'98r edition, a a well •• a serYice 11b1ch ex

pre aaed the Z1oniet hope in the •hearts of hl'ael ••• that 

Zion all!ht be reatored.,,and thlt • • •J ahare Jo7oual1 1n 

the work or redemption a o that from Zio n ahall go rorth tba 

law an! the word or Ood troa Jeruaale•" .. ,and • uphold alao 

the han:la or our brother .no toil to rebuild Zlon.•
54 

The inc luaion ot such a a or• lce in the llnlon Plra7er 

~ w•• ... jor departure tram tho position or the early 

Reforaera, in part ioular, Iaaac M. Wiae who "oona iderad 1t 

un- Jewieh to prey ror, or work t oward the raatoretlon or a 
55 

Jewlah State.• 

The aeconci work 1aauing tro11 the Liturgical Ooaait• 

tee waa a re•i•ion ot the Union Pr!Jer aook Il tor the ... 

Year and the D&J ot 4toneeent. , The llturl!J tn thle Toluae 

again lncreued the amount or Hebrew tellt, returned to the 

WtraditiOD Of Y81')'ing the 8tan!a rd bleaei~a•,, ,•the p10• 

tureaque traditional cereaon;r ... !21 .!!!!!.!:!. ... r n orded .• tn 

the for•r edition ot the Union Prnur Boo!! , 1922, tbe tut 

or !!?! .!!!£:! wu oaltted, and the word• fil fil!:! did not 

appear in th• teat, tor tbe prayer v• nltlah ... recited in 

ita place, • oreater uae waa made ot the treaaurea ot Medi

Hal poetr7.•
56 

About a doHn or tbeH Medl .. al p1ut1a a nd 

ael1obotb, which had bean Ollitted troa tbe tor..,. e dition, 
57 

were introduced into the ravised High Holiday pra7er book. 
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In hia work Je11ah Liturgy and it• Pt••lppeent, or. 

A. z, ldelaohn writu: "In llU'Y8JUls tb1a ritual ft••• ·" 
the tendeno7 toorard univereal1aa and r•tional1am, atrtpped 

ot all leaninga toorard natl ona lie• and llQ'• tic ha, robbed 

tbla ritual to a large e1tent or 1te Jewiab coloring and wal'9tb. 

The OIP.1ea1on or •IV' texte rt1ult.ed in the oodaoton or MnJ 

tradtt.ional t unea endeared to the Jew ot all a gu ,•
58 

The dta cuoeion which tollowed tbe pre1entat ion ot 

the Report or the Liturgical Colftittee c learly atated the in

tention or the edi tore or tbeae new editions and the fr ob-

Jeot 1vea. • some believe in dra1tic reviaiona; other• believe 

tlat the liturgy ahould oonfor• very closely to the tradi• 

tional po.ttern . The committee baa tried to take a llliddle 

course between tho 01tro.ae end to provide 1>111 .. tertal and 

greater nrtety. Tr&d1t.1ona l Mterial ™ l ntrody09d wh1nver 

oouible !JI!! 12,!! 1111 .t..1m lbll .U !A .! well ~ ooapr o

!!.!!••59 

Trad1tionalh•, with 1ta partieularhtla eapbaeia, 

••• being openly re-introduced into the Retorc Liturgy wi th

out much oppoaition. 

Yet t.here wore thoae who etill atruggled to .,..1n

ta1n the Olauical Refor• approach to the LiturgJ, but thnlr 

1'1'.nk• were ever thinning. Or. 0.Yid Phillipeon, • Claastcal 

Retor•r , who served •• secretary or tb• original Co.ittee 

on the Union ptazer Boo)! and u ohainaan or the r ire t rew 1a ton 

21. 

oo .. 1ttee, waa reque1ted to aer•• on the 0Da11itt,. producing 

the New~ Reviaed edit i on or the prayer book, but refuted, 

Onoe the prayer book 1'•• heutd he round •aeverel ot tba now 

features in tbe book ••• quite ob jectionable ,. ,notably the ao

called •ztonia t prayer• in the Sabbath evening eeMiat, and 

the ~ ael'Yice on tbe ••••nth day or Paeeower.•
60 

The a ttraationa bad been created ; the qutatton ••e 
:iow to dangle tbe1e D!I inno•ationa before thoae tor whom tbey 

had been created. A •nation-eide Enrollaent Cuipalgn' t.d 

been endorsed by tbe Conterence in cooperat ion w1tb the Union 

ot American llebrew Oongregattom. The goa.l or tbh initial 

c•111P•tsn wa1 set to • aoblllae an additional t wenty-five 
61 

thou1and 111embera for our Retora Congregat1ona.• 

The Reror• aoweaent, i.e. , the Conference and tho 

Union were to eabark upon &n evangeUc•l oaapa1gn which 

would rurthar inoreaae the nuaber or corgreganta ebo would 

be from an Beatern !Uropean heritage and who would be at 

ho- only in an enY1rorment that reflacted tbe eaoUonal 

tie they bad 11th t~1t1onal Judai••• The leaders or Re · 

fora were out to aee to it that tba t et1otional 1dent1r1c•t1on 

could be made by it• m• adll9rente. 



as. 

The ;rear 1943 ••• a tuming point in the Second 

World War, ard when the Conf'erence convened that ;rear, th• 

apirita or tbe Allied power• were greatl;r enhanced tor •alowl7 

••• the tide or war changed. The Axis rore•• have finally 

been dr1•e n out or Worth Africa; American rorcea are Ill.king 

slow but steady ad•ancea agairwt the Japanese, The Ru11lan 
62 

advances h.t.•e gained increued aoeentum. • 

The Pl'Olpect or co•plete v iotory over the ene!Q' wae 

aeen to be poaaible in tbe not too dbtent tuture, and the 

conrerence coamenced to rormulete propoeala to be ooraidered 

b:f the United llat1on1 at the peace table, 

In order to have a •ore uni.tied A11erican Je•1eb 

cClll!IUnit;r, the Conference joined with t he American Jewish Co•

•1t tee to unite tor dete1111e agairat anti-semlt lam, Thil 

action brought Reform Judaism into a cooperative relation

ship with other Jewish an! non-ral1g1oua Jewlah bodies work

ing on the Aaerican scene. The 1PVolvement waa heartily ap

proved bJ tile Conference , tor a •aalutar:r terdancy toward 

unit7 baa manlteated 1taelr in American Jew1ah 11fe,M
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To 

identif7 itaelr t'urther with tha great American Jewish coa

munit;r, the Conference aleo Joined the "A11111rioan Jewish Con

ference• which waa organi&ed wlth the intent or s peaking out 

tor all Aaerioan Jawry.
6

i 

Once again thlll ac tlon opaned all wound• in tho 

rank• or the Contarence .,.bers, tor tbfa aftiltatton ot the 

29. 

Conference with the American Jewiah Conference dre# it deep• 

er into Zionist affiliation and 1dent1ticetlon, Th• anti

Kationallst •oabara ot the Contarerco attempted to reatrain 

the ever increasing total identification or the Conference 

b7 11eane of a reaolut•on which info.-d the public that th• 

C.C.A.R . delegates to the •Aaerlcan Jewish Conference• were 

•uninstructed &nd were rrae to vote in accordance with their 

individual convict ion1 .. ,ai1d the O .c . A. R. position on nau

tralit;r adopt ed in 1935 re .. ina unilllJ*ired.•
65 

One wonder• •hat errect thl• reeolution bad on 

cbang~ng the general l.J!lpression previoual;:r created bJ the 

C.C,A.R. delegatea to the American Jewish Conference that 

had voted tor the Alllerioan Jewish Conference reaolution re

gardinfl Pale.a tine , 

The general Alll8rlcan Je•iah Presa in 1944 waa pro

Zioniet and intareated in marshalling al1 the rorca1 in 

America to the Z1on1at cauae. The action or the c.c.A.R 

delegate• would receive auch great,....notorlety than the lat

ter resolution i-saed bJ tbll c.c.A.R. concerning the •tndi· 

•idual convictions• ot the delegates. 

The disruptive situation which developed after the 

Je1'1ah Ar!Q' Resolution waa paeeed by the Conference waa not 

desired again. The •tionaliata 'Within the Conference, 

therefore, gav~ cpportun1t7 to the anti-Kationaliat1 to ex

praas their views and keep peace in tho halh ot the 
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Oori'erence ae long ae their actloNI dld not lmpede the goals 

or the Zionia ta, and the conrerenc• could 1tl ll reap the l>e1111-

ri ta or beli:g identlrled with Jewieh Batlona11 .... 

The awakened A•rlcan ioteraet and re•l•al in Juda-

1•• and Jewlah culture wae perhaps cauaed bf the P•Johologl• 

cal ertects or tile murder or tllelr brethren in Europe, lead

ing the Jews of Amorloa into a senee or lwoecuritJ ne•er be-
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tore £elt ln this great land. Ir it had happened in Oer-

u~, the 11108t e c181'1t1rict.llf advanced and cultured retion 

1 n QI rope, whT oou ld 1 t not happo n here f Where to tv rn ror 

stabllity and purpose or life , was one or the major questions 

ln Aaerlcan Jewish life during the closing years or the War. 

The rormer avenues of as almilatlon did not otrer security , 

ror the Jewa of Garmany had been, t'or the moat part, the • oat 

aui11llated Jewiah connunlty 1n 1:.urope , The al tar• or con

voraion wore no more aecure and now took on the slgn1£loa noo 

ot betrayal or those wh.o had periahed ln the War. These 

roada led o!'lly to dead ends. The final blow wae the diall· 

lue1o.,_nt wi th t he 3ov let Union which a tarted w1 th 1ta llad 

de renee pact or 19ll9 and betrayal ot 1t• •aociallat idaala.,, 

whlch made 1t increuinglf dlrficult for tbe unarrtllatad to 

reaaln aloof, to hope that the problem or their own ldanti

t ication would ultlaatelJ be dissolved in soao magic dlsap• 

pearance of the Jowlah problea."
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During theae ye an, 11 great nwnber of Jewe joined 

the Zionist Orgeniaat1on or Aaerlca, l!ut wh&t wae , later, 

to be or equallJ great import tor the American Jewieh C0181Nn1-

tJ was an awakened lntereet in the atoreholljle or Jewiah cul

ture• There ceme about a new interest 1.n Hebrew, and the 

c.c.A.R. passed • resolution pra ising the Hebrew weeklf 

~. the "Histradru th Ivrith," etrorta in the publiahlng 

or Hebrew books ea well as tile perlodicel Bltaeron, '!'he Con• 

rerence ereeted the advanc811lont • or the Hebrew renaiaee..,ce 

and urges lta men•bera to 1189 thelr beat erforta to cooperate 

with~ and the "His tadruth,•68 

These lie!>:-•• publications and aocle tlea weioe not 

onl7 Uiatr~ntal in g1vi ll(I voice to Jewiah culture, but 

they were aiUtantlJ Z1on1s tic, In glv ing ita endoree11Dnts 

to thoir efforts, the Conference once again .1dent1t'1ed it

aelr with the llationalist cause , After the establlahaent of 

the State or Israel, t.hia pioevloua ident1t'1cat1on with Zlon

is11 waa to have benet1c1al etfocta rar American Jews, aa I 

shall attOl!IPt to ahOW later, tor tho i111111lgratton of Aaerican 

Zionists to Israol was al.moat nil, 



Tile rirtr-Ufth anmal •et1ng or the c.c,.t..a. took 

place aevonteen dayo after tbe Al.lied tmae1on ot' !"ranee. 

The soviet Onion ••• aucceeat\11 in puab1ng back tile l&ai 

al"lllie• on the Eaetern rront. lorth At'r!ca had been llberatad 

u well u moat or Italy. The Paolric cal!ll)algn wu going 

well ror the Allied n>rceo, am it now e,ppeared that victory 

tor thll United Stateo and her Allle a wae ehortly in the ulcing, 

'!'he eltuaeion or the remaining Je•• in Europe waa 

deaperate. Thoee who ourvlved the War were p!111ically and 

111entally ale~, a• well •• destitute and dislocated r rom their 

raalliea, home• and oountrt.ea. They lulr.I been fathered from 

the race or Europe and it*;erned in concentratio n ce~P• •• 

well aa slave labor t actorieo. The Conference was dooplf 

concerned about their European brethren and tba problem or 

,..,hab1litating and aettling them in the poet-ear world. 

For many of th e•• European Jewo, there was no re

turning to their ro!'lller country. Whole coaun1t1H or Jews 

had been liquidated by the Ge ,,.ana, Toena and c itiee whllre 

Jeeo bad re1ided ware no lor@er in e•ioterce. Vaot area• 

or &aatern Europe •<>re now under the control of the Soviet, 

an:l Jewa had no deoire to return to a eituatton where reli

gion • •• d11couraged, if not oppreued. r.Jlligration quota• 

t o the United Statee, thou91 aOftlehat liberalized after tbo 

••r to ad111t refugeea, were not autric1ent for the majori ty 
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or Jeeia h aurv1Yora. Once again the e7ea or 901.~ Jewry were 

focuaed on P-lostine as a land of ret'uge tor its people. 

'l'he Britlah Gowerrment•• mandate ror 1'aaat1ne ••• 

to expire in 1948, 8Jld plane and preparation& tor ita with

d rawal and the ruture status or Palestine were even now being 

foMDulated • Tho •1hite Paper" wbicb had been 1aaued tn 1939 

•u otill tte orricial Britbh policy in 1944, and it it con

~1rued, the Jaeioh population or Pdeatine would remain a 

weak 111inori ty. 

The Conference, prOftlpteci b7 humanitarian eonaidera

ttona •• well &a oeeing the ru.ture polltlcal han:lwriting on 

the wal l , recaamondod that "the White Pape r muot be repudi

ated• an:! that it eu the •right!\11 reaponaib111ty or the 

Allied Wationa • •• • to give "the European Jaw., ,a chance to 

reclaim the ea.ate landa or Palestine ,.69 

Intereatingl7 , the C, C.A.R, , without 11entioning the 

words "Jewieh State• or ~ other tar.., that eou ld implJ a 

Jewiah political orgtnicat1on in Palea l:1ne, demanded that the 

Jeea or Europe be able to emigrate to Paleo tine •1th out 

quota• Thia Nco11111111ndat.1 o n ot tile Collftittee or Jua tice and 

Peace ••• adopted without auch diaouoe1on. Thua the Zioniote, 

avoiding pol1t 1cal tel'll• ln their reeolutlon, were able to 

achieH their ends without d1erupt1ng the peace and unity or 

the Conference. Por who, among the ..,mbera ot the Conference 

in 1944, could object to the opening or a haven or reruge ror 



their downtrodden and oppreued co-re1 1g1onla te • ho bad .. r

yi'fed the 11•&1 onalaught in EuropeT 

One y ear late r the European War had beon drawn to 

a yictorioue end for tbe Allied powers , and tho l'aclfic thea• 

ter of operat1ona w•a 1.n lta final etllgea or cont'lict . View

ing the world acene , • the only large Jewiah group lef t i n 
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Europe la Rusa lan Jewry, • • • 'lllth tbia turn or hhtoric 

aventa, almost •• a natter or def ault , rcr the first time in 

ite history, tho United Statoe had beooma • the focal point 

or Jewish learning and leaaerah ip ... " And it was no longor 

a theoretical dlacu11 1on that the reapons1 b1lity of nainta i n

ing and supporting Judala.11 in the wo1•ld was anAmer ioa n Jew-
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iah dut;r but a stark '!rd trlghte niS\g reellt7. 

The new United Na tlons ware 11111e t ing in San l"rancia 

co in 1945 to try and organize tho nations or the world into 

a body that would bring peace and concord to an exhau1ted 

and war aaarred humanity . Tho Conference viewed, with d i e• 

appointment, • tho o!t l a '1al Jewish advlaory group1• who were 

P•'•sent 1&t the United Nations . Thero appeared to be no un1-

f1c•t1on of Jewiah organizatlona in presenting the cause of 

Wol'l<l Jewry b•fore this body or World Goyernme~•. '72 

Olemayed at the d11organlsation pre aented before 

the world by d1aun1ted J ew ish organlzatio na , the Conferenoe 

strongly cai..ended the • va ad Hataalah" the • ytahu b" and the 

Uni ted Paleatil>e Appea l tor their erforte in •aavlnr Jews 

fra. tha inferno of Hitl ariam ... • and once again .Sounded tho 

tauredlate abrogation or the ''White Paper,• and far the nat1ona 
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to •tacil1tate the migration or aucb Jawa to PalaatiM ,• 

The c.c .A.R. wae f i rmly canmitted to the reetora

tion of Jews to Pale a tine. '!'he QUttetion of a Jawiah politi

ca l state nae a~ain put before the Conference in a disguised 

form, for If there waa unlimited Jewish immigration to Pal

es tine , with tne Britiah aandate soon to te~minate , little 

wo1.1ld be left to the tmg1.nat1on ae to the new political 

status of Palestine. Nevertbelaes, the res ettlement or Jawe 

ln Palestjne was treated as a religious - humanitarian obli• 

gation or the World, as a recognition or the atrocities and 

murders con:mitted a gninsl. the ltmocent Jaw1 of !l.lropo. Tho 

ant1-Nat 1onal1ata w1 thin the Conferenoe , ccnlng troll! the 

great liberal human1tar1an trad1t 1ona or the nineteenth cen

tury, coulo hardly otter any oppo•itlon t o thie proposed re • 

settlement, regardleaa or what tho Realpolitik waa . 

'#hen tbn conreronce con•ened in 19•6 under the 

leadership of Abba Hille 1 Silver and Abraha.11 J. Feldun, two 

renowned and peaalonate Zioniate, the direction or the Oon

rerence • s Zionist arr11tatton was eea1ed, publicly and pr1-

vately. !'or in the AlllOrican Rabbinate, with the exceptlo.n 

or stepbon s. W!ee, Silver waa tno nationa l rabbinic apokea

man for th 11 z1on1at oa1.1ae 1n Alaorlca. Silver's proddenUal 



eddreea to the Cont'oronce oonti..,.od the vlow that wae ex

proaHd in Jamee O, Holler'a term of otrloo, that in order 

t o become a mae e rollgioue noovement and not • • 1111norit7 aeot 

in American Jowbh lite,• Rof1>rm bed to bocomo Zioniet-atrill

ated , rn pralaing the a otlon taken b)' the Union or American 

Hebrew Congrogationa in llarch, 1946, Dr. Silver declaJ'ed ttwt 

"AIDGJ'lcan Reform Juda1H• clear,ed the wq fOl' a notable tor

ward advance durtni> the 19•r b)' reaoving tbe ro"'1dable ob

etaclo or a political oomlllltaont which • •• never part or 

eaaont 1a l doctl'ine and thl'eataned ror a time to di arupt 1 t 

OJ' isoh t e it as a minorH:r a eot in Ame rican Jee ieh Lite .• 

'!blo action or th& Union wa e the conl'll'matl on ct the 19t3 

resolution of th .. ContoJ'once whlch stated that thoro 11 • no 

oe1ential lncompatibllity between Reform Judaism and Zlonlam.• 

Tho hlty and tbe Conrorenco were un1ted ln tho attil'•tion 

o t tho right or Zlonlate to c onsider themaolvoa •within the 
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spiri t .,.., purpose o r RofOnD Judalam.• 

Once again tho truth ol' tho paat bad been aecri-
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ticed to the reeds or the present . In a discussion on the 

eignlficanco or the da J ot l.,entatlon Which comaM1orate• 

the dostruct1 on ot the i• ... ple in Jerueal,.., Dr. David Pbllllp

aon wr1tee in ~~s hietol'7, The Reform Moveaent 1n Jµda1ae , 

• that the out and out reformer• went a1uch rurther than tt.t.; 

in p'!Ace or the tl'&dlti onal aerT1ce Of lamentation On this 

d-Y , tbo:r sugreated the aubot ltutlon or • service wbl nh , 

while it dwelt upon all that wae procioua and dear in the 

m mor1 or Pale• tJne an! Jal'111alaa , laid tbs cb ltC etrtee on 

the univeJ'aaliatlc propbetio t e achings ot the Calth whi ch 

e tanda out ail tho more olearl)' 1lnce the tort'unee or the 

religion are no lo~or bound up with the potty polltloa or 

• eull cwntl')'. !h.11. ~ J.& $h.t .xll!l di§ Uno tiop l!.dlUJI 

~ ll!il.11eo W. imerprettr .2.[ .Ya un1ur11U1tlc .2ll.U2S 

9L 1.111. .t!l.Ub.1 iD!i polltlctl ll2ll1H• Ji1a NimvmUop or ~-

1:.2! nat~optli••··76 

• e algbt once again conalde r the d e w or l eaac 

Mayer Wffo and his attitude concorn1ng Zlonba and the Jawt 

c.uta l d e or Palestine, eince he wna the rounde r not onl)' ot 

the C.C . A. R., but of tho O. A. H, C. -Whe denounood the la• 

pand ini; F1ret Zionl.et Conereu and deolared tbll t the queetlon 

of a Jewish state • •• fol'tign to the aplrit o r the Allel'loan 

Jew , Wise J'ldtculed the Congreu , but , novertheleu , thouRht 

lt ne ceaaary to warn egaimt the eee1111ption · er the oxletanoe 

or a d e sU-e ror a eaparato national Ure -ong the entire 

bodJ or J ewa. Durtn111 the reuinlng 1eara or hi• 11C., Wiee 

a gain attacked ~ionlam on the gJ'ounda that it would make or 

tho Jaws aliens in the lanl e ot the 1l' birth aRI J'aaidenea, • 
77 

Thue the RefoMa aovement ao a whole , except ing the 

Rebrt• Union College , had allied iteelr with Zioni••• Chang

i ng h11toric timee e nd pattern• bring new needs to a aooiot1, 

and 1t la an ulom that man)' Cll'g&nllationa change their 



attacbll!enta, loyaltiea , and ayapath1oa during Tarioue hiatoric 

periods; otberwlae they toullize, Hoaever, the need to say 

to the past, ~ou are wba t we aay you a,re," doc a not alway• 

describe tho true hia toric condition, regard lea• or all the 

orrtcle 1 pronounoe•n ta 0 r the present. 

'!'he American Council ror Juaai .. bad aurrered severe 

defeata by 1946. The endoraftlent b:f tho Conforen&>e as well 

•a tho Union or the Z1on1at cauee bad ieolated it rrom the 

main contingency or Rero"" Judaism 1.n the United States. 

The plight or the bo..,leaa survivors of Na&iam, combined 

with tbe American governmont•a endora•ent ot 1-1grat1on to 

Pale,atina of th.e,ae •untortunata men, w.- n and children.,• 

with utmost diapatch ... • 
78 

atUled tho ant1-llat1onal1a t Toieoa 

in the conferonoe . 

Tho growth or Nationalism in the Conteronce and 

Union waa not hold back b)' the American Council tor Judaiam, 

and Silver called for the remaining Rabbia who were m""'bera 

or this organization t o "diaaociate the .. elves rro .. thia or

ganisat1on•; it waa no longer in their power to "terainato" 

tho organhation u bad provioualy been aakod or them by tho 

conteronce, ro r such p""era were no lo1111er ln "bbirdc banda 
79 

aa the organization was now controlled b:f the laity. 

Ti..., and tho biatoric contiruity ot ovonta do not 

wai t tor Men to aanction thlfl• Tho Brltiah Mandate for 

119. 

Paleattna waa a"irtly drawing to a connluaion with e'1'11r more 

l"Oatriotlona on the Jewlah population who realded Uhler ita 

j.lriadict-ion in l'aloetina. lluring the ti nal aau1on ot t.he 

Conference on June 291 1946 1 l"OPOrte filtel"Od in t;o the Con• 

terence hall that "Sabbath morning aearchos auddonlf 'We re 

-d• or the Jowiab Age ncy 1n Jerusalem, Mr. Shertok and Rabbi 

Fbbm&n, the World President or lllhrachi, one or the leading 
80 

Orthodox Rabbonlm, and other members ot the Agency.• 

Pextiapa thla action or tbe Brltiab autboritlea 

would not bavo made a grlevoua improaaion in tho Conference, 

cona1der1ne; the antl-Brltlah and illegal aetivltlea the Agency 

waa engaged in. However, thi• r aid waa carried out on a 

Saturday K1ornlng, and "Ile.bbl Plablllan retuaed to enter a Te• 

blclo tor transportation to police beadquartera and the 

police bodily throw b.1m into the vehicle and took hill to 

beedquartera . ~81 

Dr . Weisman was hold lnco11111U11icado during tbia 

timo,82 and •erioua squil"!ll1ahea broke out ~etween Brltl• h 

troope end the Jews or Palestine. Tho land waa put under 
83 

martial law. 
Thia action or the Mandate authorities atl'\ICk aom• 

bore or the Conference in d1rterent areu or eaotional com• 

mitment. ll'or the Zlonia ta it wu a ae•ore blow against 

their llet1onal1at1c hopo9 0 To tboa o ot the Oonterence 11110 

regarded Bngland a• the great preaorver or liberal traditions 
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a.nd enl1ghteiaent , tho! appeared no bettor than t.119 •Dellf e o 

recentl1 defeated in th• world War. Dr . Da•id ftlil11ppa on, 

antl-Nationalht all hit ure end at th le late date the O.an 

ot the conreronce, epok• with etrong emotion and conv1ot1on 

tn 1 uppart or a reeolu tlon condemning th1a "horror• a nd • t heH 

unprecedented unjuat Oeatapo acta .• "l peraonall1 ha•• dur

ing all 1111 lire been a great adalrer or Great Britain , but 

1n tbla act or hera today, tr lll' "'•n true , ah• hae rorteit•d 

all the respect and t.116 l""• wh1 ch I and MJIY other a baYe bad 

tor Great Brl ta in. • . •
84 

When the resolution or condeonnat1on waa brought to 

the Conference hall, Dr. Philllpeon ate ted: •t have differed 

on ~ point• with many men in the Conte rence, aa JOU know, 

but hero r am in bllartie1 t accord wl th wba t the C0&111ttee 

bu broup.ht in; I tblnk it le wortb:J and admirable and 

should Hite to knew whether it will be poealble tlat l could 

be or tha c .... ittee •hat ahall preaent tbi . retolution to the 

r ... aldent ar the United Statee.• • wnere upon the Convention 
815 

aroee and applauded. • 

Thereupon th• resolution wae unanlllouelf adopted 

a llidat applauee.815 A co111111ttee wae appointed to deliver t o 

the Preeident or the United Statu th• re1olut1on whloh 

c alled upon hi• to • procure the 1 ... ediate releaee or the .. .,_ 

beH or the !l:aeouthe Agency and all other v1cti• or thl• 

t e rrorht1c pr ocedure, and the prompt lmplmlentatl on or that 

41. 

nco..,anlation or ti. Anglo•Aarican I nquiry C-heion•a 

report whi ch calla ro r the unconditional adlliaalon or o ne 

hundred thouea nd Jewe i nto Paleatine.•
87 

()le 1a uia&ed a t the polltioal naivete or the Con

rorwnoe. One wonder• juet wha t the 8r1t1e h ehould h••• do na 

to t.ho me_,era or e Je• lah Agency wnich, troa ita point of 

view, waa telling the _.ally correct action, aotuallf wu 

• boat1le ar.,. enc .. pad within the Br1t1ab trod; . ~ in• 

dignation e1tpreued by th• conrerence would have been c oal• 

o a l if the Paleatinian aituation bad not been eo t ragic. 

The Conference bad now become a militant a upporting 

orga n1ut1on working ror the oe tablhbment or the NH J ewlah 

Colllftomee. ltb, thou@ll u late u 1946 1t wu 1t1ll unable to 

urge a ction in ra•or or a Jewhh State. 
88 

The •otlonal con

notation or tho worde .l.l21Jb ~ • till wer e too electrically 

oharged, end appar entlJ • ould still bllve brought out into 

the open oaiotional argu.enta and outaoded politica l Yiawa 

o r tbe older generation, who were now willlng to aupport the 

cauee o r Zioni•• by eelr- decepti•• acta, linlcing the•ael•• • 

with huunitarian or eooial lue tlce tradi tlona or Judala•, 

ra ther than i t e polltloal tradi t1on . 

Kevertbal•••• the die had been caat, and there ••• 

no turning back. The tuture or Alne rioa n J\Jdala•, and one 

•1ght add • orld Judal .. , wa a to be deeplf arrwcted by t ha t 

aaall land e!'Oa in t.he lllddle Se.at. The circle or Reror• 
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Juda1e11 had 111&de a tull awing , rroa tho earl7 bitter •t•nd• 

again1t a.n1 r&tionalia t io aep1rat1ona or Jews, through th• 

so-oallod charitable nat1onalie• or the 1920-1930 J)Ol'lod, to 
89 

atlltant support or tho goals of llatlonali•• b1 1946. 

43. 

In conjunction with tho Conrorence•1 •••r inoreaa• 

ing support of Zlonht aotbiUH during tho 1940'•• another 

feature or lt11 return to a aoro traditional poaltlon waa tho 

J.ncroaaed uiount of cere11onial and rlt ual m&teriah ore•t•d 

by the COlllllllt tee on Oel'emonie a, 

B1 1945 the r1ew ••sillah ritual introduced in 1939 
90 

had sold 30,720 copies, and was in u1e ln 184 congzoagationa. 

The ~ tor rabbinical robes waa adopted b1 ninety-nine 

congregations, 91 The Chanulro ser•ioe Jl8119ant ••• used b1 

si1t7-ono a~ngregationa,92 and the Sabbath Sb'kol1a litur81 

had sold 2,261 copies and was uaed by twent1 congrogatiorw , 
93 

Enooura.ged b7 it• initial success in introducing 

th••• new roligioua acti•itiee, the COllllllttee on Ce1'emon1e1 

prepared, in 1945, a ritual to be used at a raail7 Yabraait 

kindling and urged that ~ be celebrated at the Priday 
94 

evening eol'vico in tho SJna goguo with acco..-n7ing mudc, 

Tho l'eviaed Union 'Prger Book or 1924 had oaithd 

the traditional ~ tut fl'Oll the regular Priday enning 

sel'Vlco, and placed it on1J in a translated vel'eion in tho 
95 

section entitled "Ser•l.ce in the Home." In the •Newly 

ReTiaod• edition of the Union Pranr Book, Vol, I, the text 

or tbe tl'aditional Kidduab now appears, With the OIOlueion 
I 96 

or the pbraae ai-kol ha•a•b!· 
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The enrichmnt or the ri tuel ror tl:w a7nagogue we• 

att•mpted to ghe it 80M Of the OYertonee Of traditional 

Jud•i••· The errort to do 8 0 .. t with ..... ure or 1uco••• 

and encouraged the COll!ldt tee to oont1nue to introduce new 

PJ'•ctlcu into the Re(Ol'ID Temple in later year•, H • • wil l 

ba•• occado n t o •••· 

The year• l•edlately rollowlng thl conclueion of 

hoatllltlea ln Europe and Aal• we re a period or rellgioua 

tranatormatlon ln tbo United State•• Church and •Jnagogue 

•ttendanee were on tllo up•urge, but at tbe aame tiu the •Al' 

ae .. ed to h.ave caused a aplritual ·ncuum ln the United State• . 

The r ecent dHtruo tlon or allliona or lnnocenta H we ll ae 

the ph111ioal ruin. in which • great section or tho globe 

found ltaelt aeeaed to underaine the lllOl'al and rellgloua 

authorltJ on which peo,.le bad coOM to rely. '!'he once United 

All~•• war& beginning to aeparate, and tbe people or Wea t ern 

Europe aa well aa tbe Unitad St•tee , having hOped tor a juat 

and laatln@ peace, were beginning to ezperienca the rirat 

craclra in tbe war tlae alliance bet ween the We•tern Power• 
~ 

an! Soviet Ruaala. Tbua their faith 1n tl:w un1t7 or pur· 

po•e ror which the great war had been fought w•• undergoing 

a tta elr1 ot doubt a nd 1kept1c11m. 

The old faith ot Reform Judai .. and lta juatltlca

tlon of tbe ultl•t• triWIPb or tbe .,.eedanic Prophec7• wan 

t5. 

now to come under • •••re at tack rrcm ••r11 quarter• or 1 .. r1-

oan lite. lfat1onal1aa, particularia• and u•U-un1•eraalhtlo 

ideologiee •• re to reaHert t.tw .. elvea ln the United statH. 

The tor11111r period or American llbe:ralh• •H •••r 
elowly evol•ing into an age or polit ical con.ar•att1a, it not 

reaction. :!'be goHr-nt or tbe United Sta te• introchiced 

lOJaltJ a.the; tba Congre11 turtber reatl'ic ted 1-igra tlon 

and ezpanded ite un-.blel'ican aotivltSea im11tigat1011111 leg-

1•1.atlon u nta•orable to union labor organlsatlorw waa i:i-aaed , 

and pennanent peace ~i•• • 111tar7 cooacriptlon • • • ... de the 

law or ebe land tor the rlrat tl• in the natlon•a b11 tor)'. 

In 1946 the Central Conterenoe ot A .. rtca n Rabble 

had two addraa•e• preeented to the• whlcb were eign1tloantl1 

indicathe or the ncular atao11phere or tba tl111: •ouidlng 

Prlnclplee in • Detee t iat World,• written by Rabbi • orton 11 . 

Bei.an, and "Aetorm Judah• and the Halacba,• delhared bJ 

Solcaon B. P':reehot. 

Rabb1 Berman • a• a cha plain recently hOllle fro~ the 

wu, an! ha quite candidly 1tatad h h analJa h or Aaerlc an 

Ute •• be r ound lt upon bia d hcbarge 8nd return boae. 

Dhtance bad lent enchant.ant, l bad Yiaual• 
hed the co-.inltJ back bou aore 1 .. ardl7 
aure or ttaelr, atrongor in ita raith in Jow
hh •alue a, ind lftOre hopeful or a better future 
fOI' it aelt an! the world . I ha•e returned to 
tlnd tbat it had only been a dream, tor I dis · 
COYered tbat J Hl'J' h tilled With a •ood of 
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defeat rather tban of v1otol"f. ll 11. ~ • 
!l22!l ~ .u ~ ~. LIU: 1Ji J.& A.lw.lll 
ll !l!!it Jml·.llu •VIS 

Thia t•per ot the post .. ar yeara waa d1Hnchant.

ment with the condition or the •<rld and also or rellg1on 

which ha d it see•d, tail.ad 1n saving -nkind trom it• de

struct 1ve impulsea, and 7e t m.an did not know •an:y other 
99 

shrine at which t.o worah1p.• The immediate problem con-

tro~ing the AIDllrican rt1bbinate aa •ell H lte Chris t1an 

counterpart waa no• to regain the faith or its people 1 n the 

value of rdl1gion. 

The anawer or Rabbi Aerman waa the~ the Jew or t he 

past bel1uved that •cod, Torah and Israel were one.,.• •lhtle 

the Jew believed 1n the God or lerael, he coul~ not doubt the 

ultimate tr1uniJttor Juat1oe. While be studied hla Torah and 

practiced tu altJ.Woth!! his ratth in God and hiNelr were 

daily renowed.• 100 Bel'llllln saw the cause of this rell.l'ioua 

dll~'11118 of the Jew aa hie inability to accept the trad1t1on

al theoloBY of Judatam. Unfortunately, Berman d id not a e k 

why this theology was no longer satisfying for the Jew, but 

plead that we "turn our people from the relative norlll8 or 
our ti.., 8 to the absolute a t andarda drawn trom the pattern 

101 
or God •·a own conduct.• 

Bel'lll&n' a l'eoonrnenlat1on to capture the people ot 

Israel once aga 1n ror the Synago11ue wu the •rornailation or 

a code and the autborhat1on or 1ta use by th h body .•
102 

..,. 
Thia waa truly a auggaation or Haction often rejected by 

tbe Conterenco 1n the put aa alien to the Spirit or Retora 

Judaism, but thia was e d1t rerent age and tlae and a code or 

beb&Yior •H de11anded by ao11e •ror tbe ntJuildlng or tbe1 r 

~orale and their •ill to li•e a 1 Je••·•lOS 

;ppealing to a code or religious practice and be

ba•ior ror All8rican Jew• harolr Hema • likelf •ana tor re

capturlng tbe faith oft 11111n 1n an a ge ot tranaition troa war 

to peace. It aeeaa rather an att•pt on the part or ao1119 to 

secure their 1nlh1dual1ty by the curtoua •thod ot ghlng 

up that prao1ou1 1nd1Y1dual1ty -- and tberebJ, 1n taot, do

atroying their own creative spirit and authority aa rabbh 

by aurrender1~ theiJ' author lt:r to a eollecthe bodf whi ch 

•ould decide juat what their roUgio\9 spirit• ahall do and 

11hall not do, 

Tha addNtaa or Dr. Sol01Bon a. Freehor at the 1946 

Conrerence conceJ'ned 1 teal r wi th "Retor111 Judai• and tbe 

8alaoha,• Dr. Jl'reehor atresaed the point that •certe1n mat

t era oan•t be adJueted by law, •• •, lO~ and plead tor an in

ternal organic growth [ which ] would at preaent lack a ap1r1t

ual foundation and would actually hamper ua 1n our creat1Ye 

proceaa . •
105 

Thill dealre ror a code or reUgtoue praothe waa 

not a new queatlon to tne conre renee. Calle tor aynoda and 

codes or authorized Jewlah theologr could be traced to the 



48. 

1045 
rounder or the c.c.A.R., t1aao 11, wi.e, who had hlmelt 

experienced defeat and a mgatJ.Te reaponee to Ma •1.161!•st1om 

that the Cont'erence epprove an author! aed theology ror Re

ror• Jews.
107 

'!'hilt theae two ditferent epproachu to the denlop-

11ent Of RefOl'll Judai1m haTe alwaya been preaent in the Con

ference h eTtdenced by Will•'• early experi&noe aa well aa 

the differently oriented appea ls or Rabbis Ber,..n and Preehot 

1n our Olln genera tion. '!'he diacuaa1on which followed the 

preaent:ation of theae ~pera clearly indicated the divergence 

ot opinion in the Conterenoe conceming the question ot wbetbar 

or ·not Reform Juda1am ahould heTe an authoritative code of 

i:ractice . 

Or . Samuel S. Cohon, Proreuor or 'l'beology at the 

Bebre• Union College and a long time member ot the Conference , 

reflec t ed the canservat hte vie• tbat •we need a small Hane 

~dam if not a Shulcban ~· writ ten tor tbll average un anci 
-- •lOR 
womn ••• 

Rabbi Predariok A, Doppelt 17mpatbised with Cohon•e 

view: • ••• we in Retcria Judaism blove not yet been able to re

vive autborit1 -- the right to demand our people to abide 

by certain praot1oe1. I belieTe tha~0~uch authority can be 

n•.d tr •e bave but a de ti n1 te coda." 

Repreaen t lng the otber dde ot t he queat1on were 

auch arg11.11111nu •• tn01e or Rabbi JuUua Gordon: ._., cannot 

go baok to • codified, ritualiat1c ShulcQap ~ -- and no 

one or ua want• a •printed pope• -- wha t about a OU1de to 

the Preplexed that •111 deal wi th the ethloal, llOral and edu

cational pbaaea or our entire life? We are perplexed. Wily 
110 

not give ua a guide.• 

'l'hh reque at tor • gu 1de 1a a type or c o11proa1le 

between the extrllae p.,.it1ona or euthorltatl•e codee and no 

oodea at all. Weverthele1a, it 1a 1nd1cat1ve or the aptri t • 

ual and nr>ral dlle ... a 11en or the Conferenc e were experiencing. 

'l'hoee • ho did not wi ah to gin up their individual author1t7 

•• rabbi.a •ere a ware that the aove•nt ea • whole needed 1on11 

aort or code •hi ah would rend1r it a more untried religious 

body, yet •ere ••rJ ard raarrul or any type or a1notioned 

codes or religious b1bavior •n:I practice, 

In hla eu--.tion to the Conference, Dr, ,.,.eehor 

eapbHhed to hla colleagu11, "The eaaence or my paper h not 

that we do not need a code, or • 111 not noed a code, bnt that 

•e need a great deal or caretul and creative 1tu~ tor 10 .. 
111 

.tiM to come•" 

The deman:I or uny or tho mon or tbe Cort'erence con

c erning the dedrablll ty or a code or rel1g10U1 practloH and 

behavior tor tho Reform. JH • h1ch would gt ve the rabbi an ot

tlotal sanction trrr hla i:ronouno•ant• larger t han hh own 

euthorltJ ta an attempt to gt.in lQTalty f?om the rabbi'• 

congreganta and bind their dstrerancee into eo"'e 1ort or 
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boaogeneHy . One wondere tr tbh prop09ed •thod na H1'7 

d1rrerent t'l'oe tbe developi.ng ideology, in 1ecular go•ern

iweatal arraira, or requ1.r1ag tboH wboa the GOYerraent 11 

to • ..,107 to dgn 10-cal lid lOJ•lty oatbl, Tbe mo•••nt or 

oath • ignlng ••• ju.et gaining eo•ntum in 1 946 , .:id bJ' 19'8 

t he Bxecutl<re Branch or the Government or t he United State1 

ileued an ord1r Ill.king tbe 1igning or • loyalty oeth a con

dition or employ•nt. 'nl• a t t•pta •d• ln the conrereno• 

to r-ulate • code ••r• not 10 unique, ror 1ncreHed atteapu 

at oentralle•tion cl authority •Bi control over th• belief• 

or lnd.hidu•h were allo rerlected in aecular Alllerican ltre. 

In oppoaltlon to the growing cll•t• or reaction 

and the atteapta or leadel't. to place demand• or conroralty 

on the citltenJ')' or thil land, Abba Hillel Silver denounaed 

ti. oJCecutive order or Prelident Barry s . Truun which wa1 

apparently tonnul.ated in Ol'der that •c011111Un1ate and Coamunllt 

syepathlzere abould be 1creened out or t heir Jobi •• • • Sll•er, 

1tanding l n tho tradit lon nimteentb-oentury llbereli•• where 

the t'reedoa or though' ••• • prlary cone 1.deration, rlgbtlJ 

ob.-erved: •w1»n • count1'7 trot• launched on an a nti-Cocmun.let 

c a111palgn it quickly paeae• onr to 1.11 antl-Uberel aad antl-
112 

d•ooratlo campaig n ••• • Tl» correctne•• ot Silver'• •• -

11119Ptlon wu borne out in the aubaequent de•eloi:-nta or 
A8er1can polltical Ute when the -•r t ·echnique and guilt 

by anocil tlo n bee•• the comaon Hblole or public detamtng 

or 1nnoc1nt1. 

The age ot rHotto n began to grip the A8ar1oan 

politlo•l aeene, and the Conter1no•'• oonrarn with • .,. to 

gein autborlty oHr U. beUer1 and preotloe1 or it• aeabera • 

oongregallts wa1 no leaa t h an • reflection or the a1oular at

moepbere ot reaction and t'Hr produced b7 the rr .. thou~t 

ot lndi•ldual• i n a period or tran11itlon. 

The •tteapt to curb tbe i ndi•idual authority or rab

ble ••• continued •~ the mrt •••don ot tbo Conterence, el• 

t hough no nft1clal code er praotloe d' b eh••ior tad b een 

authorized by 1947. In a d hou1a1on rollowil'll! the r eport or 

the 
~ 

• on!orence entitled •11ued llar rlage and Int1J'9J'rige,• 

once agatn the question of' the ovbing or tile ...--1•1 lndt

Yidual •uthc1>it7 wu at 1tak1. Tm dhcuuton hlneecl arllU nd 

tll• lll09 reaolution or the Conter1nce which stated abed 

•rrlage la "dbcoura g11d , • but the adl'arente fat' centralh•

tlon • lahed to return to t he Orthodox po11tion and to reword 

thls 1909 reaol utlon bJ 1ubatltutl11S the word •rorbtd• ror 
114 

• dlaoourage .• 

In t he arguaentl pr111ented at the c onr1r11noe, the 

1tate•nt ot Rabbi Wllliu p. Roaenblua g .... e e<rldenc:e or tho 

new air wbich bid peraeated the t h1nklng or • large Dllllber 

or 1ta aeabera : "I probably do not r epre .. nt wbat •••• to 

be the popular point or •11•. We 1hould not leghlate tn 

1bt ~ ~ rttetlon llal JI. Jllsl1A& 1llAl! .1!I mu Ql!!tt.ert. 

••• n othing la •• eubliae •• la tho love ot a aan ror a woman 



112. 

and no legla}.at1on and n? reaolution that you wlll paH here 

1• going to atop it ••• To UJMt ttw word 1 torb1d,• or ••• 
116 

'•anetion• 1a a etep backward ." 

The pltta of' Rabbi Epbl'a1• Prlaoh wu candid oonoarn· 

lng the iuue at stake in t.beH atte19pts to restrict 1nd1vid· 

ual authority. • I • a• opposed to the mild reaolutlon 1n 

1909. ~ !!I. .2!!t. WW.• •• ii 116 

The proponents or th1• word change were alao apolo

glata ror Ju:lah• and brought evidence from the world or 
aoclology to support their poaltlon to f<ll'bld mixed lllllrrl· 

ag11. Rebb1 Samuels . llaJ8rborg; •Th11 Conference ehould 

go on record against m1Jtad 111&rrlages , •• on good aoclologloal 

ba•l• •• • We have a right to auggest that a •rrlage between 

people •hnn there la a 1'1lndemental dirfarance i n t.he t1a ya 
11'7 

or lira, cannot result ln a happy , harmonioua hotm .• One 

eight note that the Conference had already suggested thla 

in 1909 , am a1nca the ~ t1:ne no atatht1ca bad been praaanted 

to the Conference 1nveat1get1ng the amount or bapplna .. 

gamrated ai ther bJ m.ued marriages or marriage• between 

Jawa . 

The opinion or Rabbi Gunther Plaut , apaaking in 

r a•or or th• propoaed cmnga , h or interaat tor it gl'f H 

h11 interpretation or llberaliem, which he atte11pted to de· 

tern while ad•ocating a rt1actl onar1 point or view: -.e are 

taki ng a 1t•P rorward when we aa Rarorm rabble declare that 

Ii~. 

•• h••e certain 1tanda rd1 and that liberallam la not identi-

ca l •1th lawle•ane•a and that Reform 11 not idantloal wi th 

expedienoa.•
118 

Plaut contea aed that he waa one who u1ad to 

"-ke axceptiona," but upon returning rro111 the wal' had 

changed h.la bellera concerning this 111atter.
119 

The reeling 

wu that tho t ightenlng or the bords • hlch bound congreg1111ta 

to Judaiea 1eamed to be a result or tho groat l'lllllerical 1011 

tba Jewieh people had aurrerad in Europe ae well aa tba gen

eral climate or reaction on the American ecene, both 8 result 

or the recent •ar . 

A unique interpretation or why the 1909 raaolutlon 

should ba amended waa given by Rabbi Bornard Reller, "We 

ought to 1ay in order to lll81nta1n the philoaophy or progrea · 

ai•e ~udalam tb1t we reel the t r ed!tional attitude to have 

rele•ance todaJ.•
120 

lt le extremely dlrrlcult ror thi1 

writer to aee or reel that the theological views or Jtara and 

llehe111iah or other representatives or Jewlah tradit.ion con

cerning •1xed llirriage can be equated, lot alone reconciled , 

• ith the unlver1aliem and humanitarian vie• o!' iun as under· 

stood bJ the Reror111 ma.eaent until tne reaction or the l at e 

1940'•. 

ln order to brl~ harmoiv into the diacuaaion or 

thia question, Rabbi Ferdi nand Ieeerman proposed a aubetl

tuta raaolution •that aeaiber1 of thia Conterenea otriclate 

on~ a t auch milted marrlage1 where both partnera gi•a their 



oath tbat the chlldr.n t;orn or their union trill ba rear.d in 

accordance with the traditiom and teaching• or Judah•·•.• 

Thi• aubat1tuta •Ot1on waa loat, and by th• JV.M'Otr .. Jor1tJ 

ot t wo •Otea the contaranca turred dOlfn the propoeed motion 
121 

that mixed Mrriaga• ahould not be aanctioned. 

'!'ha conteranca then proceeded to endorae tbll 1909 
1.22 

raaolut1on tha t abed .. rriagea ahould be • dacouragad ,• 

Though the a ttaepted passage or th.ill reatrictift 

l&Otion waa deraated, it W88 lnd1cet1ve or t ho resurgence or 

partlcularla• which ... eked or orthodoxy and ita authori

tarian ruiture; 1t alao rerlected the desire or • number or 

•n in the Conference for authorhJ and autborbation inde

pendent or tho atrength they were able to exert ln t.heir 

local cOlNDUnitl••• Pinally , it constituted an atte•pt t o 

preaern the racial integrity or t.hoee pereona profeaa1ng to 

be Jewa. However, didn't the propononta or th1a reatrictive 

aieaaure unierat•nd th~t lt would trequentlT place the• in 

the lcYidioua poalt1on or endoraing .. rr1agea between agnostic 

Jewa, wblle reatrictine; aarr1age between an agnostic Jew and 

an agnoatic Cbrlatian. 

It qual1f1catlona are to be eatabl1shed berore a 

rabbi perroraa a religloua .. rrlage ceremo111, pel1lapa lt 

would be moeuary to raq'IMlst 1nto1'9&ti1on trom the Jewlah 

part1c1~nta tr tbeJ are • true belle••ra• and aeabera or the 

ralth ln •good standing.• It appears that aucb a n 1nqu1a1 t 1on 
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woul d be oontr•l'Y to the eplrlt or •IV liberal religion which 

endoraed the equality and brotherhood or aan bercre hh 

creator. 

J'erbapa thle t endanc1 within the Contarenca c• n 

also be traced to the secular ecene where the State alao wae 

aeeking to preael"f• ltaelr bJ tnb1blt1111! and reatrlctlng the 

political rreedom or it• c1t 1tene by 1nt1a1dat l on and public 

ln•est1gat1on ot one •a political opln1ona. I belie•• that 

a corre lation could be eatablhhlld between r el1g1oua 11bar

a l 1111 and reaction, and OOYar1WMntal or secular beha•1or 

towards the rreedom or it• c1tlaena. 

We tiave 1een, in the inte~en1ng years be tween 1942-

1947, Rerorm Judaism alowl7 changing in character. It ha• 

become lea1 universal in ha orientation uld niore ethnocen

tric and part1cular1at1c. h hu al10 abandoned the anti• 

1'at1onal1at1c po11c10 1 which ••N ro,..ulated • t the gane1ia 

ot 1ta Ger~an and Aaerican lnoaptlon, 
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Tbe 1948 aHaion or the Cont'eren e. fta COD'fened in 

an a taoephere unique in ita hiatorf. Since Titu1 d eatrofad 

th• city or Jeruaale• there had not ex1a t ed a n 1Dlependent 

a t a te governed and populated bJ Jew1. Thi a new Jewish atate 

in Paloatine waa to chanf!• the perepective or wor ld Jewl'J 

and no l eaa the member• or the conrerence . In the worda or 

the late Dr. SteJ)lMln s . Wiae, ••o , p,• will no longer .. a n 

' Di1placed Peraon• but thoae •oeetined tor Pale•tine ,••
123 

In 1880, the founder or the Cont'erence had de clared I 

"The idea ot the Jewa re turning to Paleat.lne ls no part or 

our creed. We rather belie•• Jt 1a God ' s w1 11 that t hl habi

t able world become o ne h oly l a nd a nd the human r am11y o ne 
12'1 

ohoaon people . " We 1111 wit oontraat thh v iew with th• re -

port or the C01'1ll111t.teo or Conta111porani oua Hutory to tho 11149 

conrerenco . "'tour commit tee a\lggeata that. the Conference 

fO on record aa directlng i ti prayers •rd errorte in the a id 

or re llow Jea 11 Who are gallant r~htere in the new St•t• or 

teraal ... we are inaplred bf tho rebirth or J ewieh nationhood. 

The dauntleaa v&lor, cour&g• and ded1c&t1on or our brethre n 
126 

ln •rarae l ' are a aouroe or grea t hope •nd light to ua . " 

The question or the .leir11h national at•te could no 

longer be an academic one . lt wae • politic&l reali ty , and 

the Oo•el"n11ent or lar&el waa reoogniud by the major a.nd 

1110at or the minor powers ot the United N&t1ona wh•Nl It. •H 

admitted •• • 116mber •t.et.e. 
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'lie turn our attention now to an invea t ig&tion or 
the errect that thil new J ellia b body had on the actiona or 

the Central Conference ot American R&bbl• and the Union ot 

American Hebrew Oongregetiona . 

In l 94e the Conference authorized the format. ion or 

a a t&nding ~ommitt.ee to inform it ot de•elopment• in P&le•

t1ne. In thia C01111111tt .. • a report or 1948 there la e yide nce 

that 1eada t o the concluaion that the Conference had become 

&n ...... or relig!oua endor••••nt tor tbe actlvitiea or the 

ne• State or lerH l. 'l'he Collterence WH now tirml~ o.-itted 

to do all in i t.• power to a uppor t the new St•te and aarahall 

&ll Jewa to &id it 1.n eyery way poes ible. Thi• aupport ... 

not limited to rtnancie l a aeiat&nce, but involved appro•inK 

and cordemning tho foreign policy or vario~a governmonta •• 

• ell aa urging tha t , in any tuture peace nego tlat1ona which 

•ight take pl&ce, no nation should be "allowed to handicap 

Iarae l and th•t no deciaion be reached that aball ooaproahe 

the independence or hrae l or ita territorial lntagri tJ and 

the tree 1mm1gr&tion or Je• • into the new S t a t e in accordanc e 

•1th i ts 1111111gra t1on policy. "
126 

The emotion•l rela t i onah1p to a polltio&l ide&l h 

aigniticantly altered when the ideal become• • reality . In 

the riret re lationah lp, the ideal h to be aought , and in 

the seeking, the ideal doea not neceaaarily a rrect the seeker 

bf ita exiatence. Once tbe pol1t1cel i deal 1a re&lir.ed, 
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hcwever, it cen exert influence• on the eeeker which he never 

co1*eepleted when anticipating the Htablbbment or hie 

political ideal. 

Thia was the dtuatlon that aroee with tt. nee Je•· 

l•h Ste t e. A paper •a• presented to the c onterenee ln 1948 

by Rabbi Philip S.rrwtetn entitled "The Hew hrael and 

~r1can Jewry, •
127 

the paper atte•pted to give an analyei• 

ot the present rela t l one between the Jewa ot the d1eapora 

and the State of ;arael, ae wel l •• ottering recO!!mlendatione 

ror the ruture direction of tbia rellltionehip, 

Rabbi Bernetein was concerned about the queetion 

or dual loyalty between Jewe • ho lived in the rat.lone or the 

•orld arid thase in the State of Israel, a charge which had 

been leveled by antt-llatlonaltac. u •e ll u antl•Se11itee 

ega1nat tile Zionia t. cau1e . Berna Lein•• clei111 wa1 tba t Je•• 

bed al• &ya faJght other Jeee • ho belonged to a different 

rational body politic and that thil ltate .. 111 give Aar1can 

Jee• who de11re t o •ettle in Iarae l a• oitl&ena the oppor

tunity to do e o. On the other bend , 1t wnl clearly rree 
128 

Jee • rrom imrolve11111nt in divided political loyelt1e1.• 

'l'bll, hcwever, 1ee• a ~t.hor nai•• analy1h and 

sugge1t1on concerning the loyalty ot American Je•e and tbl 11' 

eaotional relltionehip to Ierael . No •tter hoe strongly 

they telt about Iarael, 110st American Jew•, due to econom1c 

condltlona or family relationeh1pe, •ere not gotng to •ove 
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there ln maH, It h quite true that Je• a hove f ought Jee• 

9bo •eN nat1 orale ot enotber State, and tn tbe ancient paet 

J ewe O\ltelde or Paleetine baH tol.l@t\t agdnet JeH eho lhed 

in Palestl ne, but ai'ter the ••eacN• ot World War TJ and 

the deetructlon or m1ll1one of Jeee , there le every reaeon 

to believe thet the Jewe ot tho United State• vie•ed tbe 

creation or the new state aa a e7110ol ot re•w-reotion tor 

World Jet1r7, and one eondere no• many or tbe111 •ould have 

eotually born• al'llB againat it, regardleH or the polittcel 

OrtltOl')'o 

Bernetein • a• or the opinion tlaL the %1on1et 

organhat1on or Aamrlca would, ot neceaatt7, unlergo cluangee 

thet would 111&ke or it a "lergely cultural, epiritual, ph1l

antbropio organiiatlon aa we ll aH economic pri .. rily in the 
129 

tielde ot' loana and 1nvostmenta ." Thie abandonawnt or 

th• political •cttvi ties ot the %1on1at Organiaation waa 

aeen in the li~t or national eaper1enc e or the nerman AIMri

can Burn and the COllllllunist Party or the United States. Wha t 

a etrange coeparieon. Both ot t.beee organ1zat1one •ere 

part1H • hoae pr laary tunction wu to deliver the goveriment 

ot the United Stet.ea into the l'lllnda of toreil"ll atetH, '!'he 

objeotivea of the Zionist Organbat1on .,, .. alware to obtain 

au pport frOll the government to further t.he idea ot • Jewieh 

netlonal eteta, • bich in no way would interfere wi th the 

1overeign e tate whoee aid wa1 req1.e1ted, but the tear ot 1i.e 
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J..,a ' that t.bey would be opM to dual 107dt7 attack• appeared 

tc be real, and the naiTa att-.pta to change t.be actiTltie• 

ot the Zionist Organization were a complete aiaunderatanding 

or the cauaea or anti- aemitiaa, ldlich have nothing to do with 

the fact or Jews engaging in pol1 tloa.l act1T1t7. 

Rabbi Bernatein•e paper wu answered ri,ghtl7 bJ • 

••bar ot the Cont'erence tro111 the tloor llbo deolared: "l , 

tor one, cannot concelve ••• ot tb• J..,a of .U.erlca being unin· 

interHted 1n the aecurt t:r ot that State, or 1.n i ta poll tlcal 

aoundneea; being onl:r lnt.ereeted in culturd and pbllanthroplc 

rel a t1onab1p to tt •.• will we not continue to be Titell7 1n

tereated ln aeeing to it thet tbia country help• in int•rna· 

ttonal relat1onabipa, in securing th• atabiltty or Paleatine 

.l.30 

Time baa proven thue tar that Babbl Bernatein•a aa

aumptione were in error. 'l'h• Jwa ot' Aaerlca have not been 

accused or dual loyalt:r, and the political actl•itiea or th• 

Zionia t organi.zatlona ..,r the U'nited Statee u well aa the 

Cen~r•l Conterance or .uierican Rabble on bllhalt or th• State 

ot larael have not abated during the interyening :r••ra . 

Whether or not in a time ot econolllio breakdown thia aame 

a111lcabl11 relationabip batween Jewa and their neighbor• will 

r ... 1n stable atlll re .. lna to be aeen. 

It waa a1tute ob1ervation on Rabbi Bernateln•a part 

that the new State vaa going to have • atrong cultural impaot 
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upon Aaerican Java, and \be •revl••d Hebrev Culture ot Palea-
1)1 

tine haa been vatted like a tr•ab bree&e acroaa th• • ••·" 

.U.erican Java did beco•• keenl:r interested in Hebrew-Iaraeli 

aonga and folk danoo1, •• well aa atuning their eara t o the 

I1raell pronunciation or Hebrew. Bernstein envlaaged thi• 

new American intereat in Hebrela• aa a "return • • • toward tra-

di tion ••• " vi th Aaerl,.•n Jew1'7 d~ding aore Jewieh educa-
1)2 

tion and the developaeot ot a parochia.l acbool a:r•t ... 

It Rabbi Bernete1n•a accowit or the d .. and1 ot th• 

Jewiah co-unlt:r wae valid, then Allarican Jevr:r, and tbla ot 

course includes Reform J8WJ"1', w•a bocoiUng -re etbntc-cente.red, 

loalng ita .universal outlook, and concentrating on the up

buildlng of a r ellgioua bod:r which la particular1at1cally 

centered and lntant on aelt-preaervation in the 1mned1ate 

poet-wa.r era. 

The hopee of Refol'll Jewry, disavowing ita own claiJDs 

to the apil'itual leaderabip or American Jewry, vere startlingly 

put forth by Rabbi H1llal Slher: "I aa thinking ot Jeruaal

aa a sort of spiritual and cultural center ot World Jewry, 

and the beginninge are tbore ••• that Jeru1al11111 will become for 

World Jewry, in generationa to come, a real pow11rhou1e, a 

real d)'llamo ot spiritual and culturel intluence ••• to llalto 

Jeruaaleta the :>JJi fa J •) in J..,1ah life and Jewiah thougllt.nl.33 

It Rabbi SUv1r•1 opinion wH oo_,o to un:r mlllDbera 

ot the Oonterence, Retorta bad done a complete about race, and 
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a total immoroion with the aeculariata ot Zion1•• had talion 

pleco. Tho earl7 Refon.or1 aaw the United Stetoa of Aaerica 

aa tho now ap1r1tual birthplace of Judaiea; conaidor, tor in

atanco, the 17r1ca of Profoaaor Moritz La&arua: 

We have no tear for tho futlll'a •• • Th• nev inter
pretation that Judaiam ha• received &19ong ua in 
thie land haa clothed tho eternal baaic princi-
ple• in gal'llenta faahionod aooor<Ung to tho de· 
mande of thia later tlae ••• Judaiam in Aloerica, 
tree, noble aapiringl •• • Juda1•• in th11 land 
haa, in tho beautitul word• ot our American po
otoa1, Emil& Lar.arua, "burst her cobwebbed 1heath 
and flown forth atti~•d in the winged beaut7 or 
1111110rtality.• Hero indeed tho Jew baa once again a
rlaon to tho height of un: hero lu•ael haa come 
to a now Sinai , whore God haa revealed Hiaaelf •-
now ••• Prom tho Hilla of Palesti ne tho prophet 1a 
voioe float• down the veetibule of time, onjo7ing 
tho soulful aonwand , "Hear, 0 Iarael , the Eternal 
1a our God": from the broad plains of the unr,teii 
States the answer is sent back, 11God ls one, 134 

How is one to reconoilo these totally different 

wtdoratand1nga of the spiritual rejuvenation of Jewry? Did 

the decades between Lar.arua and Silver ao change the Jewhh 

psyche 1n America that the onl7 hope for the creative Jowiah 

spirit lay 1n the realll'roctlon of tho ancient home land? 

Did tho J>hiloaophera of llofOl'lll Judaiem find that tho pol1t1Ca 

o~ tho middle twentieth century undom1nod their co-1 tmont 

to tho universal concepts or love, consideration, and faith 

ia one• a follow man? Waa Judahm to r evert back. to a tribal 

aituation 'Where concern tor 111embera of tho family waa para

mount, taking precedence over universal aonaiderations7 

It &ppoarod that Retorm Juda1am bed failed to capture 
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the Al!lerican Jeviah oo..unity, either •pir1tuall7 or polit1• 

cally, and that it bad not roal.isod ite utopian goal•· Soae 

looked to Paloat1no tor •piritu.al rejuvenation, but othera , 

realizing that apiritu.J. 1trength had to be a native produnt, 

looked within themaelvee; the latter, looking at tho Aaorioan 

Jeviah scone, were cogn11ant that a groat deal or t.hought and 

work would be noceaaary to e1tabliah Rotom Judaiem in Ameri

ca ea a v1goroue, dynamic relig1oua body. 

Some aixty 7oara after the Central Conference or 

American Rabbi• wae organized, it still had not realized the 

goals of 1ta founders to become tho 111ajority Jewiah r oligiouo 

group in America. We have cited roaaona tor thi• failure, 

and though the inoreaaod amount of tradition and gravitation 

to t.he aupport or Zionism gave a broader baao tor tho attrac

tion ot non-affiliated Jowa, Reform 1till aeoaed to be with

out • appeal to the laboring Jew ••• •135 

Conatttuting a 19ajorit7 of tho Je>1iah laboring 

claaa 1n tho United State• we~e thoae Java "who yearned tor 

the typo of rituali1a tbo7 knew when they were children in 

an orthodox onv1ronmont.•13b Thia oaotional tie to ritual 

waa taken into account by tho Conference and th• Union, anc 

tho lncreaao in the oormonlda of Reform Judaiem can be ac

counted for by the report of tho Joint COlll!l1ttee on Careaonioa 

of tho Contorenco and the Union tor 1949. During tho 7oara 

1945-1949 the Committee iaauoc:I "tour nev experimental publi· 
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cationa ••• oeramonial tor lighting ot ta1tivlll candlae ••• No 

provi1ion wa1 aade in the Union Pra7arbook tor the candle 

11gbting oaremon7 on the te1tiv11l1.,,In1ta11ation ot oongra

gational ottioare and tnutaee, reviead,,.New edition or H•-
H d

_ ... 1 37 
gillah ritu&l ••• suppla1D1111t to th• agga ... . 

The Joint C-ittea bad to lte •credit nineteen u.. 

perlment&l caremoni•• and related aatar1&1• and •ix oarMaOni&l 

objecta.•138 The Joint COllllittee planned 1n the future to 

publiah •aeven certiticatee for t.portant ocoaaiona in Jewilb 

11Le., ,Jew1eh book plataa, birtbda7 carda, get well carda ••• 

mua1c tor K1ddueb., ,ce1'911Cnial art objecta,,,ceremony in connec

tion with naming ot a cbild ... Sboahanaa Yaakov ••• " and• heat 
1J9 

ot other ceremonies and Jewiah object• or art. 

'the report of thia Joint Co-1.ttee concluded u tol.

lowa: "The tille and the Mani are Short, but the work 11 

great and the demande ot our aacred cauae, aa well •• the 

gratifying reeponee th~t we have received from all over the 

co\U\tr7 urgea ue on.•
140 

In t.he field ot Jewish Education, Dr. Abrahaa Prana-

blau carried out an intenatva reaearob project "in an ettort 

to re-evaluate the -thoda and the tecbn1quH ct teaching 

Hebrew in the Orthodox, Conaervative and Retora aohool,•141 

or. Franablau arrived at the following conoluaiona: 

th• r ecent World Var and tile Htabliabllent of the nev Jewilh 

co1111011we&lth •have oertainl.7 helped to ei.phaaiae the t.portance 
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ot Hebrew." The otteot ot thoae devalopaente on educator• 

wae that tho7 wore "pueh1ng harder and harder tor the eubJ .. t 

ot Hebrew in our rellgioue ecboola tod&J.~ Tb• net etrect ot 

tbia bad reeultod in aero echoole teaching Hebrew, extending 

tbe amount ot t1'ile devoted to it• teaching and in tho revival 

ot publishing Hobr~w teitte.142 

In turning bi• attention to Ratora Religious 1ohool1 , 

Pr. Pran&blau toWld that the 1tudentl were being teugbt to aa7 

grace botoro mo&la in Hobrev and that th•J were 1a7ing it with 

over 1noreaa1ng trequenc7. He tound that Retora had a •seder 

and calla it a Seder, and that we •&7 .!!!!l ~ at the ead 

of our aervicee • • • the benediction tor Chanukah ia ea1d •• ,more 

than we did t wentJ•tlve and tlttr 7eare ago. •143 

The 11xt7 years which bad gone before had 1Hn little 

activity 1n Reform Judalem vith reapaot to the field or oar•• 

monial oreativ1tf or Hebrew education in the ~el1g1oua ecbool. 

Th• "Circuacleion or the Heart" bad been held more i111>ortant 

than the waving ot the ~· and prayer 1n the vernacular had 

been oonaidered juet ae ettioaoioua a1 th• Hebrew tongue. 

The le&derllhip of tha Conterenee ln the tortiH tried 

to tie Retoria Judaiem to tbe Orthodoxy ot the paat oere1111nil1-

lJ wb.11• doing nothing about Reform thaoloa. ConHquantl7, 

Retora tbeolog7 r ... lned one or univer1&llea ldlil• ita rltua.11 

and ceremon1ea, partloularletlo in character, continued to 

g.rov in order that Reform might appeal to those who round that 



"th• old Judah• ot cer..,olali• that .. ant •o auob to their 

parent. and grandparent• ••• [ waa I Iii Hing t'l'oa our Retor11 

SJna80gllH • •
144 

Thh .anutaoturing ot cer-.iH and incorporating 

ancient ritH into th• Retora t~l• did not pan vi thout no

tice troa tho•• ...i>er• ot th• Conterence 'llho teared th• new 

direction upon tlhich th• •o•-ent vae •barking. One wonder• 

at th• rea•on tor 1uch 1uddann•11 on the part ot th• RetonD 

lHderahip. Por th• tir1t tille on• could t•el that Retol'Wl 

vaa being preHured into thia aciUYitr bJ a power that had 

tol'WlerlJ not been there, a tbl'eate.aing pover that va1 going to 

anare unaftil1ated Jev1 into 1t1 own ranka. 

Rabbi Karl Ro1enthal'a Yieva on the circum1tance• 

surrounding the ceremonial cireatiY1t7 ot the Conterenci• were : 

Nov, I qoli te agree that vo need oeremoniea • 'bllt 
it aaema to me there ia a certa~ trend ln 0111' 
Rotorm movement today to overemphasize the value 
ot core1110niala,,.I•m atraid that there la acer• 
tain tear aJIOn~ ao~e ot ua that we arp~loa1ng the 
race with th• Conaervativo move1118nt.l~~ 

one ml.gilt conjecture that what the Joint Comaittee c•lled a 

•grat1f'71ng reepo?IJI•" to th• new cer111110niea sprang in part 

t rOll the tear that. the Coneer•ative J evtah Religtoua -•ement 

would capture the .. jor portion ot Aaerican Jew• vbo had re

lii}ou• baoltgro181d• onl7 one generation removed !'roe11 East Euro

pean Orthodosy. 

The 1nor••1ing aJIQunt ot cer&llODJ and ritual intro-

due ad into Reform, together vi th Ra tors•• alignaant vi th the 

Zionist cauae, brought • ••••ur• ot •uccea• to tho•• 1n the 

Retor:a Move111ent llho 1118bed to aupant Rators ranka. '!'ht. 1~9 

report ot the Coaalttee on Cont-.poranaoua Kiator7 at&tad: 

• 'fhe 1ncreaae 1n the niabar ot aJD&goguee and •a.b•ra 1n OW' 

aovmaent la a souro~ ot aatiataotion and 1nd1catea th• •••t 
146 

field wblch ia still to be explored, • 
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With the inoreaaed maber or eangregatiana in the 

Union or American Hebrew Congregations, tbe quest.ion ot or

gen.1cing an equiUbla a7at•• or pulpit plae-nt ror rabble 

an:I eo,..;regat1ona •H pree•nted b7 the Centre.l Conterence . 

Tbb wu the third ti 11e in the history or the conterence tbat 

• •aerioue atteapt lbad been eade] by tbe c.c.A.R. to org•n1~• 

a 1ya t1181 ot rabbinical plac .. ent • •• • It ••• felt b:f s ome 

meabera or the Conference that I.he entire ayatem or place11111nt 

• •• in • a t • t• or "eh• o• a nd anercn1• and that a ayatem or 

placement. • •• nocaaaar7 which would brinF order to the a buaea 

aal t'l'eedom or ind1 vidual prerogative in seeking pulpit 
14? 

aaalgnme~a . 

The growth or congrugat1ona brought with it the 

need ror Froa ter order a11d tor a lllDN a111temat1c and ert1e1-

ent. method ot rabbini c a l placement . or iarticular intereet 

to ua l n tbia coMoction la Section Pho or th11 propoaed 

rulea ror rabbinical placement . Thia section demen:le d 1anc

tlona against membere or t he c . c.t. . R. an! congregat.1one or 

the Unl on who d11regarded the propoaed rule• or placement 
148 

apnroved by the Conterenoe. 

Tno two aanctlona whteb illustrate tile new str uc-

ture or t ho Conrerenc" ..... beat. stated in Sectlona Three alld 

s even or the Report. or the Joint Plaee•nt CO!Mtiaa ton ot the 

Un ion and the conterenoe, Section Three celled ror removal 

ot a n ot r endi"F rebbi tro• all co!lllllitteea or co-taa ione or 
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the c.c.A.R. am/or tba U.A.H.C.; it ur ged aiftlllll r r e11o•nl 

or all repre•ont•ti•ea or an attending oongre~atlon tro11 all 

comalealons or the U.A.K.c. Section Seven preeorlbed, •• a 

final and oxtioeme penalt7 to be invoked r eluct•ntl)', • b•n 

• ll oleo had tailed, expule1on or tho rabbi troa tho C. C.A.R. , 

or or tho conp:roeation troe tho U.A.H.c .
149 

Tho pr opoH l or • plan ot tbh nature that would 

carry wttb it. thoao d rae t l c aanotlon1 eoe111a out ot characte r 

with tho paat. or a Contorenee which cla laa to be a volunt•rJ 

aaaoctetlon or men ot good will baund toe-other tor com11on 

purpoe o.e • ltovorthe leaa, u h"8 been luoidl7 at• tod bJ Dr. 

Ellta Rl~kln, 

EY~ry atruoture l oompl.ex involve• hUJ11&11 
boinga interrelated with oaob other in 
tho apooitio way do .. nded bJ the prevail · 
ing economic, aocial , and polit ic• l a7ate111 
••• and •• auch llWlt cope wi th t.he tenlinge, 
atrivina- and eapiratlona ot men • • • Saab 
a7a t e11 or aoclal organization at t empte to 
prenerTe 1teelt agalna~ the upaurge or re· 
oalcitrant par tioular a ••, Thia perat.tent 
ranure to brin@ a ll partiailare into Uno 
baa guaranteed de velopment and noveltf --
to aa:r

1
o8thing ot pain, &ll(!Uiah and oon

rltct. I) 

The raraor demand bf a ai batant1a l nWlber ot aon 

1n the Conterenoe tor oodea and gu1'1ea tor rel1g1oua beha

vior, tor Conference r a bblnieel declei on rather than indi

•idua l rullnga , indicetea tht new at.Natural co11poeure ot 

the c.c . A.R. Jiot onl)' wu the d111und made that oonPTegant a 

give up their rel18'1oua l'reedo" to dete rllllne their own 
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preotioea, but in additi on tbe rabble theaae lvea •ere aakad 

to rol inquhh tho pr1Y1 lege of tree pulpit negotlat1ona, a 

privilege which had h 1 therto been un11ttended bJ aanotlone. 

Tbe growing nl.8lber of pulpit • thlll created a no• atructural 

a1tuat1on, end this "" ettuatton organued the •tee llnga 

and atrhtne•• or the •n or the Conference into demanding 

the curtail.Jnent o r recaleitrecnt -bera who would aeek rreel7 

t o compete • 1th other ... bera tor pulpit• without racourae 

t o an official placell9nt body . The new filth in authorltathe 

cOdea aa aecurlty aga1nat deviant congregat ional behavior le 

reflected in the propo .. 1 to eatablhh ecn authorit7 equipPed 

dth aanotlone protectln@ •n from other rabbie wh o might 

free ly attempt to rulftll their own doalree for more advan

tageous pulpit• wi thou t coneultl.rg the w1ahea or their col

leagues . 

Thie new d irecti on towards eenetlona wae bu t atated 

by Rabbi Allan Tai•ehhh: 

Th• co11puleive reaturea or that plan acre 
Ye?'J repugnant to me. Ona or the reae ona 
why 1 have been attracted to the liberal 
rab~lnate h•• bee n 1te moral autbority. 
t do not believe that the c. c . A.R. ha• aver 
before ordered ita membere in thla co•pul
a lve raehton on any or the great irtnclplea 
for which we et.and,, , , Th ls la a da~~iroue 
and alien tendency in our •oYe11ent. 

Rabbi Tarahiah'• opinion wee no lonRer the voice 

or the majority of the Cort'erence. It 1e thla • rlter'• 

opinion that the conreranoe waa reflecting the s -ral 
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P<>Utlcal el1-te or the United StatH, • hlcb wu •<>Ying to

• arde a eoclet7 atruotured by atrong authoritarian oontrole 

aptn11t individual rreedo• and agalnet independenoo or po!lU

oal oplnion and actlon. Juet as the Alllerican Liberal tradi

tion • •• being •lowl7 unde,.lned 1n tha secular ra• l•, eo 

• lthin tbe cont1nea o~ the Conference , too , there wee a da

o1de d change in empbaaea rro111 l eft to rlgl\t. 

Rabbi Harl")' g••rlg preaented a paper before the 

Conference entl tled "Jeeiah Rellg 1oue Liberal1HI in the World 

or Tomorrow.• In it be c ategorically atated that the apiri• 

tu.al dUeana ot tbe .Alllerlcan J .. would not be aolYad by the 

•growing nee talgtc tendency• tonrd the •rethh or oere

monialiem, • nor by the attempt• to eatabli•h a -.1n1111ua code 

ot behavior.
11152 

Ra bbi Eurlg pleade d that Refol'lll J'udelaia aee lta 

• dr ive tor expaneion in proper pe r a peottve and avoid falling 

into the p tttalla ot rtval?'J and competition with other aeg-
163 

menu or Jewry . • Tbe cHe or •ha t had been h91>paning to 

the Re rar11 •o•e•nt einoe the ee~ly 1940'• bad been clearly 

deacribed . 

tn rurtber eltotttng ~he 1lla or RefoM11, Kearlg 

etated tha t the eauae or Rerora•s ta11UN to a ttrao t the 

A••rican Jewlab comrunity in .... waa that tbe •ove11ant bad 

beoo111e • spiritually UDJ'eproductive,•
154 

The attack on the 

Reform eplritual dileana waa again .. de bJ .. •rig in hla 
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deor7loa tbe tect tbet Reror• ••• •at111 too .,ob tra dit1on

bcund .... - muat alway• cite chapter end •er••• tor e•ery atep 

we talce toae.rda the emelloratlon or h\man autrerlng am tor 

e•er7 attempt tc aee the phenomena or life, in ne w, •triki ng 

re la tiorwhipa. "
155 

lie urged that Reroria tr')' to direct ite o reati•• 

power• in order to change tile temple into a 

new t7pe or r eligioue 1111 t1 tuti on •• • which 
woul d be people-centered ana not pulpit 
c~ntered, whoae prilltl.rJ !Unction it will be 
to help the member• analyse their experi
encea , re-e•aluate the changing yaluea or 
eyeryda7 bappenlnga and • •••• together •166 
pattern or life that will be maningtul , 

The O>llowing yea.r Or. Jacob Rade r Marcua waa p reai 

dent or tho Conference, Cognisent or the poaitlone which were 

held by tbc:.se who wlahed • re-Haluat.ion ot Jewlth theology 

and Retora goala, and those who detired • 11ore traditional 

orientation or Reform with an eata bllahmslt or coda• ot pra c 

tice, he proposed two r oeolutlona to the ConterenceJ tbltee 

he huped millht guid11 the Conference do~ a path which wruld 

talte and c c:mbine tbe beat tr01D the t wo dlHrge nt tendenciea 

P!'eHnt 1n the C. C. A. R. tor the beelt~ growth ot ~foria,157 

The tiret rec-ndati on at Or. • aroua cal lad tor 

• re-exemlnation or the "'ala and tbeolog7 or the unagogue • 

The 1acond reco1Bendation propoaed con aider•tlon or the men 

or th9 Cont'erence llbo were concerned wi th a rriY l ng •t • code 
158 

ot practice t or Reform Judaiu1. 

The1e t wo proble .., were noa formally to be conaid

ered by the Conference, aa •ell aa the tor111lat1on or a coe

aittee to •a tud7 •••l'J' aapeot or a code or practice , includ-
159 

ing lta reaeibil1t7 a t th1a ti!lle .. . • 

In llid-centurJ , Rarorin Judahm •H concerned with 

lta ontological atatua, aal it ••• itaelt •• having •llOYad 

to•&rd ritua l 1111d ceroo~ ... the Zionist •ov-nt, (• 1th a ) 

new intere•t in Obaaaidiem, •• •
160 

3ol<mion 8, Praehor auc

cinotlJ etated the mood or the c.o. A.R. : "life began to b• ln

ter•ated not , •• hither to, onl7 ln Juda1am; but aleo in 

Je•labneaa.• Or, Pr•ehct'e ezplaDat.1on or th1• new intereet 

or Rerorm Judehm • u I.bat the trapd1ea or the Jewieh world 

had brought all J••• cloaer togetbor and , in particular, had 

called attention to the rollr movements or Judei•• and re

eetabliahed in Rerorm Jewa a tO!!fpllc loya or the ritual and 

the dr ... or their raith.
161 

After a de cade or planned me•berehlp growth deeigned 

to obtain adherent• to Retortn Jlldabm, the member• or the 

Ood'erenca • ere experiencing de ep concern o•er the! r apparent 

lnadequaq in not beving ronaula ted a clear ideological or 

theological prograa and c on .. ying it to their adherent.a in 

lucid, cogent la~age. 

Pree1dent. •arcua• augpatlon or holding a conter•nce 

on Je• hh tbeoloa aimUar in nature to one held the prevloua 

March, 1950, at th• Hebrew Union College, • • • rererred to tbe 

axecutl•e board or the C,C,A. R. , • her• it languteh.ed, 162 
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Tbe conrerenc• ... not re•d)' at thie t1•e to tbraah 

out the queetlon or Rero ...... Jewlah tbeology or practloe. Per• 

hape the pace ot tbe a•erag• rabbi ln•olved in bis dailJ 

routine was euch • • to cauae bim to ignore the apparent •••k· 

neaa or Retol'!ll Judeiem and to be content •• long •• t he rolla 

or hie temple kept lncrea11~ . 

In 1950 the Stlte or I srael wu two ye1ra old, and 

t he c. c. A.R. ratitied a deohion t o eetablieh a euamer lneti· 

tute in tbe Bolf X..nd , The ln. t it.ut e • •• designed •to help 

erect a two-waJ cul1»re l brldf!& between t he United State• 

and Iaree1. •
165 

Th• cul1»r•l bond between the new state end 

the contereme waa rully reelized by the C:onrerenee. The 

political errecta or Israel alao bed its rlllllitlcationa in 

the .. mbership. Th• Conference adopted reaolution1 requeet• 

ing the American Government to u1 e 1ta "good ot r icee to IUP• 

port vigoroualy" t ho pa:r•nt o r reparati one t o Iarael b:r #e1t 
164 Oar•ny, ae well u the •tnned1ate a ple191tntatlon or the 

Ruleb recl&111&tion projJct , 0166 and the gren t ing •or 150 

mil i i on doll&ra in 1951 t o •••lat t h.e people and ga.errwent 

or Iarael. •
166 

The climate •i thln tho Conroronce wae one whore 

critict1m could not r1ee and expect any degree or eucceaa 

concerning the c.c .A.R.•1 invol vement with the do .. atic ar

t'aira or the State ot laNel. P'or, in the word• or the then 

president ot the Conference, Ph1l ip S. Bernstein, •obotiOUllJ 

1t 1a our dee ire and de term in. tlon to do not hing which -Y 

hurt th8 State or Iarael, We will not permit the cr.a tlon 
1«1'7 

or a dlchoto-r ti.tween tlm hraelta and ouraah aa ,• 

In auppcrt or ita president , and to ampba1i1a it• 

raltb in tbe durability or the new etate, the axecuti•• board 

ot the Conterence irwe1ted tlTe thousand dollara or lta 
168 

•limited runda" in Taraeli OOTertment 8oncla. 

The one area or c Cl\tention between tbe contarenoe 

and tbe State ot llrae l wa• with thB "•te tu• or Rarorm and 
169 

Conaer••tl•e J\ldat.• in Iaraal ••• • The Cont'erenca pa11ed 

a re1olution which expreaeed it• •desire t or equal right• tor 

all religioue group1 in t1raa1,• l'70 Tbia rHolution wH pra

aented to Judah Mai.on, who • •• tben tbe Mlniatar or Religion 
171 

ror the State of I srael. 

Anyone who lnadnrtentlJ nnder ed into the halla 

or a 1111lon or th• contarence might well ba•• thought tbat 

ha wa• attending 1 corl9antion of the Zion11t Organisati on 

or AMrica ratber than one coaprieed ot Jeeiah cl ergymen. 

The pre11ura1 or t he American 1c1n1 and th• neca1-

1ary condit1on1 which preaanted tbe•elvae berore Alllerlcan 

Jew17 worked t o bring about cioaer cooperation between the 

Rouaehold or Iaraal ln Aaer1ca . In addition, the need to 

unite American Iaraa l in aupport or their war- 1carr.d breth

r en abroad and tba nec1111ty or railing ·110ney ror tbe If•• 
State ot I1rael led t o a .. ating in June, 1951, ti.tween the 
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Rabb i nical Aaaombly or America and the Central Conference 

or American Rabble . Confronted wi th the brunt or support

ing World Jewry, conserva tive rabbinate end the Reform rab-

bin.ate tempol"ari ly awapt aside the theological dirrerencea 
172 

which divi ded them and raced tho need ror co-ordinate action. 

The Conference , reflecting the atmosphere or coop

eration in ao- cal lad Jewish detenae ac tiv i ths a nd ths sym

pathy al thin 1t11 ranks to th& idea or Jewish Peopllthood, de

voted !ta 1951 lecture aer1ee to •Ref orm and Conservative 

Judaism,• The rollo• ing topics • ere reported upon: • Reform 

and Conservative .rud111am -- Their Mutual Relatlnnahtp• and 
173 

•conservative and Reronn , Shall They Merge?" 

There apparently waa a need to restate thos e prin• 

ciples or Reror111 Judaia!ll which d1rrerentiated it from !ta 

slater movemen~, Conaervattve Juda ism. In delineating Ra• 

form Judaism , Dr. Robert Oordia stated that Reform now em

braced the concept or the -.orld-wlde peoplehood or Iaraelw 

an<! had r11conc1led lta .. lr • 1th Zi onism; both, or course, had 
174 

bee •. "baste poatulatea or Conse rvative Judaism," But 

the llaaic d1trer6l'lco between tho two move.manta yet remained, 
175 

a na that was the 11 s tatua or the concept. or authority ,• for 

Reform "wi ll continue to a treaa the roll of free e:a:perlmen:ta

tion in rally.ion without thft limitations 1mpoaod by Jewish 

tradition • • • (OoNervettvo Judaism] will emphas i:ie the dh • 
176 

c1pl1ne or Law. , ,and (its j inherent capacity tor growth • •• " 

II 
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Thua, •rtra t and f oremost t he .itole baaia of authority in 

Rabbinic Judaism 1a and haa not bean acceptable to ua, •
177 

Oordi• aunnad up h i e argument with deep conviction; Reform, 

ha said , recognizes the place or authority wi thin ita ranka, 

but "it 1s not a n au thor 1 t y wielded by an aoclaa iaat1c power 

~h•t coerces , a:a:co11111unicataa and 1mpoaes aanctiona upon re

calc1tranu, but authority or the apirt t , an inn11r dhoipllne 

that aer1vea from living faith ard oonv1otlon .. ,w
178 

One wonder•, in the light or t he • • or tncreaetng 

deftlBnls for authorita tive codes and guinea to correct Reform 

Jewish pract1cea, bow one would go about reconciling the 

e loquent a1,11m1at ton or Dr. Gordis that Reform JUdatam t a 

governed by the •auttiorttx of the spirit.• Paritaps there 

ta no reconaillatton between these t wo wings or the Confer-

ence . One either bol1 11ves in the fre edom or the individual 

conacionce or one demards the l'llloaasity or codes or authority 

through the traditional~· 

Though t.he external trapptnga or Reform and Oon

aervattam seem to have blended , the oonv1ct1ons or the spirit 

are spli t by a deep chasm wbich roroea each party to go ita 

separate way in seeking ""ltglous tulrt llment. 

•• 
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Once a gain we turn our attention to the Stat• of 

Israel. In June, 1951, an institute wae held in the Republic 

or I sreal by tbe c.c . A.R. Thia inttitute waa attended by 

n1net,ean membera or the Contennce .
179 

The dream or the 

rounr:linR or an 1nlepondent .Jew1eh state • •• now a reality, 

Still, ror tho men or tile c .c . A.R. who a ttended thl• conrer

ence tbe reallt7 wa1 diatreseing, ror they round I1rael a 

land where a majority of .Tewa were unart111eted witb ror•al 

relle;ion. The Reform rabbh ln attendance a t the institute 

ration• li&ed Israeli aeculariaia by att ributing it to the 

legal aituation or the State which orttciall7 recognized 

tevelatort Ju4a1em0 ao that • no new rorm has been devlaed to 

houae the tree 1p1ri t, to attract the lonel7 aearcher, to 

welcome the reJoctor ot tbe lntlexible .•
180 

The viait ing rabbis were alao dlaappolnted by t he 

chauvln1.a tic nati onaliam whkh aee'11ed to have replaced the 
181 

•1anae or dea tiny and unheraal purpou• • hi ch theJ had 

th,·1ght inherent wl thln Juelaism. Th11 hope waa ezpreued 

that Ierael, tn ti-, would • tndigenoua}7 
182 

a7nagogue.• 

a free 

Theb• eaperience or riming onl7 one torm or Juda-

lam recogni&ad in tho ,.. State or Iarael tempered the deslr~ 

or the iaeo to bold an additional institute there •183 lfner

tbaleu, though not enough intereat could be generated for 

~ Re•elatory Juda11m: That rorm or Judal1m which recognizee 
the re•elatol")' character or the Hebrew 81ble, and Talmud, 
and maintain that ite taach1nga er.i depaJ1dant on the 
Revelation a t Sinai ror authority. 
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another rabbinio&l in1titute ln Ierael , the Conference ttaelt 

wea etlll keer.lf lnteroetod in larael, and tn 1951 ae•era l 

papera were given et the Conference pertaining to the Iaraeli 

que•tion. 184 
~ Among the papera presented wae .Joabua Trachten-

t>erg •s "Report Jl'roa I1rae1.• Dr. Trachtenberg, a Labor 

Zioniat,
186 

waa invltod by the •c . c . A.R., the Uni on or 

American Hebrew Co1';regatJ ona, and the Al 121ni Anoe 1.8tion or 

the Hebrew Union Coll.ege- Jew1ah I nstitute or Relieton to 

make • survey or the rell~ioua aituati on and or tbe posa1-

b111tiea or developing llberal Judaiia11 in Iarael. 186 In hia 

account or hie trip to Israel , Trachtenberg called a ttention 

to the ovlla which had befallen tho 1dealta tio via1onary etato 

or Zion. Thoee included the erowlh or a "ubiquitioua black 
187 

market, currenc:y apeaulatlon,• the decline of the haluta 

ideals and tho ~ movement, 188 and the growth or a 
189 bureaucracy with ite graft and protekts1a. Concerning the 

religious iaauea tn Israel, Trachtenberg reported that 

the orrictal r.illgious leadership ap-
pears to be oblivioua to tho •ni rest 
moral and spiritual needa or the people; 
it ta dedicated to the preeervation or 
• formal Orthodolt)' and to ita llllpoaitl on 
upon an umrill1ng coll'l!lunlt7 by~ 
maJeure •••• 90 

The alienation or OrthodOllJ rrom the 
actual a octal 11tua tlon hae roet.ered tile 
1apreaa1on that rel is ton h•a nothing to 
do dth ~91to HJ about ttwl conditions 
or lire. 

In evaluatlll@ the posa1b1lity or exporting Rero,..,. 



Judaiam to Israel, Or. '!'raohtenberg stated tbat what 

Israel neeile (bl not Reform Judalam 
a1 we know it hBre, but ite own indi
genous, authentic re-statement or th• 
eternal trutbs or our faith, in a vo
oabularr which can reach the hearts or 
the people , and ln institutions or its 
own deviaing which oan revolutionize 
ita spiritual lire.1~2 

The plea ror recognition or the Liberal rabbinate 

or Ainerica was rejected by the Orthodox rabbinate or Israel 

in toto. Thie led to the roration or an Alllerican C<>telttee 

tor L1btrat Judaism in Israel, Which was called together 

under the auspices or the president of the Conference, tbe 

president or the College-lnatltuto, the president or the 
193 

Union , and the Wor ld Unlon for Progroasive Judaism. 

The Reform rabbinate • as confronted .,.1th a rejec

tion or 1.ta authority , and 1t could not passively accept tllis 

reburr ror "either Liberal Judaism will be accepted in larael 

and t1ver)'11here in the world, or we will degenerate into an 

American sect." 
194 The question waa now not whether or not 

Liberal Judaism would speak for t~ majority or American 

Jews, but would 1t, in tho ruture , speak ror the majority 

or Wor ld Jewry, regardless or their distinctive na t ionalitiea. 

To facilitate the introduction or liberal Judaism 

into larael , the 1952 preaident>'a moaaafla recolllnOrxled • that 

t.hh Conference do all i .n ita power to assist one or 1ta 

members to go to Israel to aid tn the development or a liberal 
195 

religious sovem&nt in that country.• 

The following yea.r the president or the Conference 

r e oonmended thot • there t.. promoted the exchange or atlldents 

a nd of teacher& between Israel and the American Liberal 
196 

Jewish COlll!!l\lnity. 11 To i mplement thia program, the Cont"er-

ence eet aside $500 for support of the Leo Baeck School 1n 

Raira , translated "W>,a t 1a Reform Judaiem" into Hebrew along 

a 1tb the "Colwnbua Platform," and joined hands with t he Union 

or American Hebrew oonyregations, the world Union ror Pro

e reaaive Judaism, and the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Insti

tute or Religion i" a pilot project that would send a Reform 

Rabbi to Israel for a three-year per10d. Thia program in

volved the substantial &Wll or $60,000.
197 

Through aupport or the Leo Baack School, the Liberal 

rabbinate or AlllDrioa hoped to make ideological inroads into 

the religious t~ought or Israelis. Thia 1nlt1al attempt or 

waging an agsre1sive campaign against the eatebliahed reli

g ion or the State or !sl'9.al was enthusiastically received by 

the Conrerenoe , but • ttae help elfPected from the liberal Jews 

or America did not materiali&e . •
198 

Nevortheleas, the Con

rarence continued to urge the t relevant information concern

ing Rerol'lll Judaiam be made ayallable in modern Kebrew , and 

also that books or importance in English concerning Reform 

Judaism be sent to librariea in Israe1.
199 

Th.is situation or be!ng unable to gain ecoleeiasti

cal erdor.sement rro111 the nn Jew1ah state did not diaauade 
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the c.c .A.R. rrom vlgoroualy aupporting tbe • eonda tor Iarae1• 

drive in the United Statet and the United Jewtah Appeal , u 

well aa continuing to urge its ftMlm ber1 to aeaht the Rhta

dr uth !Trith.
200 

BJ 1955 a change of attitude had m.nlteeted 1tHlr 

in the ranks or the Oovernment or lsrael, and it appeared to 

r ecognile the vaUrll ty or entertaining a libera l Judala111 in 

Ierael. Thouth this i n no way rapra1onted a change or aenti

n:ent on the part or th8 Orthodo11 rabbinate of hr1111l , t he 

Oover n11ont granted the Robrew Union College-Jewlah Inat1,ute 

or Relig i on a choice pe~cel or land , overlooking tbe Old 

City or Je r114alem , for the establlah-nt or • achool or 

archeology. ~·ne propoa ed achool • ea to incl ude •among othol' 

facilittea, a cha pel ror liberal congragatlonel aervicea.•
201 

To halp the new acbool or archeology .,_come a 

reality, the Cont'erenra urged that ita member• ~ve it their 

whc. lehe&rted finaMla l endoraement, particularly by having 

interes t ed people i n their own oonl'J'egationa and coemunitiea 

contribute Israeli bonda . The Oovernment or Isreal would 

than redeem the bonda from tho Rebrew Upion College ln olaoe 

or oash ror the purpoee or paying tho costs or col\ll tructll'lf 
20? 

thia new achool . 

Inroads by ReCorm Judalam •a• aerloualy being at

t.-pted on all rront1. The Rational Pnderati on or 1'el!lple 

Youth , an organization aponsol'lld 111 the Union or Ainorlcan 
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Hebrew Col1;! :ret • t.loua , contributed 15,000 tor the purpose of 

build lll;l • chapel at the Leo Bae ck School in Hat t a . The 

c hapel was to be naaed in honor or Dr. Abraham Oronbach. 

Tne Conl'erence donated a n additi~nal 1800 tor the continued 
203 

operation or the eohool . 

In tbe area or non-rellFi oua concerna, the Conter

ence attempte d to support the State of Israel in wb.t.teve r • aJ 

lt coul d . either b7 enooura~1ng t he purchase or bonde or bJ 

a tte111pt ing to inrluence the Ame rt can Sta ta Departmon t to 

•negotiate a defense •Qrooment be tween Israe l and t he United 

States. "
204 

Ho t onl y did the Conl'eronce see f lt to involve Jt-

11elt in ~he foreign arr111rs or Isroel , but 1t also reCJ,1ested 

the United S t e t oe Oovern111ent to support tbe • Johnston Irri

gation Plan,•
205 

wh i ch • •• an l'lternal aa •ell aa ex t ernal 

a rr.tr of etate. 

To atl'engtben further t he emotional bond between 

Ref om Jews and the Jowiah • ta te, t he Conl'erence onooural'ed 

Rerorm co!lllre~atlona to buy from lsreel •build1nf .. t e r Jals 

• s plywood or tnarbla•
206

aa welt aa ritu•l objects, aacra-

111ental wine, and other ob Joe ta tho t coul d be ua ed in temple a. 207 

One 11 reminded or the traditional Jewiah custo• 

or placlng a bit or soil rrom Pslest ine in the oaaka t with 

a per son • ho baa died outa i de the Rol y Land in order to ease 

hia • &J to ~he Holy Land in bis nellt lire . One wondera , too, 
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what ral1gioua a1gnit1cance building .._ter1ale from Paleatl ne 

would hRve ror a rational rel1gioniat or the mid- t wentie t h 

century . It lllight auggeat that the men or the Reform mova

ftlllnt 1n 1955 were either more 1111at1cally inclined than the 

preceding generation o r Rerormera who ralt that material o't> • 

jecte rrom one Mrt of' the earth ytere aa spiri t ually endowed 

as th011e rrom any other aecti on or the planet , or alae that 

they ware hard headed bua1nesa men concerned with !araal•s 

balance or fo reign exchange. 

es. 

A d~cade a rter tbe conclusion or the Second World 

War, r el1g 1oua affiliation had t>.sc o1119 !!.!. rigueur in Areerica , 

and America's churches aa wal l aa her eynagoguee had aaveri

enced an enor111ous growth, Both American Juda1am and Al!ler1can 

Christianity were ''going through one or Iha greateat peri ode 

of' alt'panaion in Congrega tiona l biatory.•
208 

BJ 1956 the 

Union claimed a membership or 530 t emple• and the loyalty of' 

2 million congraganta, Thia represented a •tri pling• of' thotr 

f orces in ten ycara ,
209 

During thllae years ainca t he Conference had become 

a 't>acker of a Jawish national ate ta , the kaerican counc i l 

f'or Judaism co ntinued to oppose any efforts to 1dentit)' 

American Jews wi th any political area other than that or the 

United States. Row successful tli& Council waa in 1ta ac t1v1-

t1aa 1s a moot aubject: nevertheleaa , i t cont inued t o be a 

..attar or concern for the Conference, a1nce the cont .. rance 

telt that the Counc 11 had 

bean engaged in maiic1ous pr opaganda • • • 
tor they had illogically char ged those 
or ua who are concerned with Iarael aa 
being fsithlaaa to America . They have 
carried their postulation ao tar aa t o 
go to top Government authorities , warn
i ng them that we fail America when we 
support I arael -- shades or what waa 
dona by tho opponent• or Ref orm 1n Brea -210 
lau a nd Berl in in the 1840'• and 1850'•· 

Such charges !!Ilda by the American council ror Juda

ism ageinat the Conference were not only a threat to t he rree 

exercise or a Jew' 11 political liberty, but alao ware di rec tad 
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•t 1topp1ng one of the principle 1ourcea or econoNic aid to 

the Jewleh at.ate, without which 1t ta queationable 1f it 

could havo 1ur•hed and continued to accept Jew1ah l.Ugranta • 

lt waa not only a queat1on or Jawa being unpetr1ot1c Ameri

cana wbicb eaa ~laed by t.ha Council, but tho queatt on or 

what.bar or not almoat 2,000, 000 Jawa would continua to exl1t 

ln Paleatlne. 

In tha race or increaa1ne agitation on the part or 

the Aae rl can Counc 11 ror Judaism, tho Conference passed a 

reaolution which declared that the Counc il did not "rapreaent 

liberal Refom Judalam or arq other valld interpretation of 

Judalam . • 211 Thia a ction on the pert or the oonrerenco waa, 

tn errect, a typo or liberal exconwnun1cat1on or those ind1-

v1dUala who belo~ed t.o tho Amortcen council for Judaism . 

By wh8 t. author1 t.y could 11 rnovo111ont rounded on rovolut 1onaJ'1 

and radical principles clalm that another radical moVell8nt 

was not just as laFit1mate an interpretation of Judaism as 

1ta own im.erprotat1on! 

The conreroncl wa3, however, in no mood for ration-

al ••gument• at thnt data , ror it res.rad that the rorei~n 

pollcJ of tho United Statea was •beccm!np increaa1ngly neu-
212 

t ra l1at1c in lta approach to the probleu or the lllddla Saat . " 

Th• action taken by the Conference against the Counoil can 

be aeon 18 an effort t o rorce that ~roup outside the Jewish 

co1111unlty an~ to caat doubt and auapiclon on lta actl•ltiea 
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by daclar11'1£ that it lacked •any ••• valid 1nt•l'Pr•tetion or 

Juda lam." 

The Conrerenoa encouraged the Governnont or the 

United States to inoure the 1afety or hrael and to retreat 

rrom ita apparent 1t1nd or lllddle Eastern neutralla• concern

ing tm Arab-Israel conflict . The conrerance called for pro

tection or Iaraal by the Unit.ad St.ALaa and &lo o recoomended 

that the Govort1111ent or the United States eel~ erNa to Israel 

so that she could darend heraelf a~alnat. the hoatllo Arab 

nations, aome or which were rece1v1n~ •rma and military aup-
2~ 

plies rrom the Soviet. Union. 

In addition , the Conrerenco alao called ror the 

''raarfirrnatton or the Tri-parti Deo1arat.1on of 1950 ... lwhtch 

promised J to maintain present rrontiera between Iarael and 

the Arab Stet.as" to be e,uaranteed by Brltaln, Prame, and 

the United Statea.
214 

Thay alao hoped that lt would be pos

sible ror the United St.ate• to bove a aap&l'l•te • aaour1 ty pact 

with Israel. •
215 

Coaunonclng in 1955, a new turn or eventa took place 

in the ror etrn ralationo or taraal and her launodioto Arab 

neigbbor, Bg:nit. The political oo~dltiona 'lfhl ch decided th~o 

new turn of evanta ar e beyond the srope or this paper, Due, 

however, to the foreign policy or the United States and El!)'pt , 

tho Soviet Union entered qui te dra•t1cally as • major rec

tor ln Middle Eastern affalra , orrertng arms and ftnsnctal 
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asehtance to Egypt.
216 

Thia actio n or the Soviet Union was 

carried out in defiance o: the Tri-partite Agreement or 1950, 

The Soviet support or Egypt wao accompanied with a •cor res-
217 

ponding attack on Israel .... in tho Sovl11t preoe and radio.• 

Egypt's ensuing nationalization of the suer. Canal 

and c o nti.nued relationship with the Soviet Union began to 

have ita eff ect r¥>t only on Ier1e l but on t ho Wes t ern Democ

racies as we11,
218 

Egypt still refus11d pass a ge t o Israeli 

ships thro ugh the Suez Canal , although Article 1 or the Sue~ 

c anal Convention s t ated tha t. t hq Canal should be an 1nterna

t1 nll41 waterll'&Y to s hi ps or all nati ons, regard loss or na

ti onality and the sta te of the forei gn re1At1noo or the re-
219 

apect1ve ship Oll'ners. 

I n Oc t ober, 1956, the oituatton contributed to a 

loeal1r.11d war 1n t.h., Middle Eaat , with an apparent coalition 

between Franco and Greet Britain invedlnp Eg)'Pt as partners, 

and Israel acting unilaterally and oc cupying the Sinai penin

sula, whi ch .itaa also Eg: pti&n territory• 

Pc-r the firs t time since its craati on, the State 

or lsralll was 1n apparent major diaa~reement with the alma 

or American forei g n policy , r o r America ll'BB connitLed to 

t he Tr1-part 1te Declaration or 1950 , as ll'ell ea to the ao

called Eiaenholl'er Doctrine announced to the Ame ri can peopl e 

on October :n, 1956, and reques t ing tha t "the f orces or 
Israel return t o their own line and that hoat;llities in tho 
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.220 area (l . e. , in Egypt and Slna1] be brought to a close. 

Thie announcement occurred t wo da ye aftor Iarael bad invaded 

the Sinai iu•oa of Eg;rpt by droppi ng air-borne troops in tho 
221 

vicinity of MHla, clo1e to the Suor. Canal, 

The Cont'erence had met dur 1ng the summer months 

preceding the outbreak or t h" hootilitiee in the Egyptian 

area, and by March 4, 1957, lsrael hori withdrawn from all 

the territory uhe ha d taken from Egypt , by finally giving up 

adminis trat1or. or the Gaza Strip under tl\e threat or world 
222 

sanct1ona . 

Th1s timetable relieved the Conference or the need 

ror taking an official stand during these trying days ror 

t ha American Jewish community. For t unntely for all concerned, 

t ho ehortnee~ or t he hQst111t.1es d id not develop political 

difficulties ror Amer i c1Hl Jell' s . America nei t her iinposed 

economic eanctions a ('\a!nst Israel, nor branded her an ag

gressor nati o n in the Uni t ed Nati ons, but attempted to be a 
223 

friend to el l the notio ns or th1a troubled area. 

Thua the awiftneas or the reaolut1on or hoatilitius 

and the atti t ude or t he United States Government towards the 

belligerents a l'forded H t tle opportunity to advance the often 

put forth tbeaia that Amer1oau Jewish Zionists had a dual 

political allegiance. 

When the Oonf0rence co nvened in June, 1957 , a peace 

or sorta had set t led over the Middle gDS~ , and tho threat or 
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continued host111t1ea had abated fot' the in111ed1ate preaent 

between Israel and her Arab neighbora. The Conference t'elt 

that the Middle East waa the •moat potentially dangel'oue area 

in thll world," and it urged that 

the influence or our count17 should ba ccn
t1nuouaq exerted taiard 11rl'11njZing a fair 
and '(M! rmanent peace aottlomant between Israel 
and the Arab states , which would guarantee 
tho i ntegrity of the present t.erritory or 
Isra~el and acceaa for her sbippin.11 through 
the Suez Ca.11a1 and Gulf or Aqaba,z24 

The Confere nce continued to e xplore ways to tie 

AmertcGn Jews to Israel both spiritually and monetal'ily . Pro

gl'am8 were sU~fested to the Conference -- such as the.Adopt 

a Settlement Plan,• sponsored by the Jewish Agency , ar¥1 a 

c&111p11ign to s tlmulate collections in Temple Sunday Schools 

ror tho 1106ntr a l Conl'eronce or American Rabbia Projects for 

Ierae1. 1122f> In addition, they continued to ra.1ae fund• Ior 

the Leo Baack School in Haifa. 

Jn 1958, the Conference aeatn took under advisement 

the 11consideration ... nr a rormal presentation or tbo quea t1on 

of a Code of l'ractice or Ritual Guide ror llerorm Judaism at 

a C. C.A. R. c onvention in tbe near ruture.•
226 

The following year the whole question or a guide 

for Reform Judaism was taken up by tho Conference and the 

often repeated argument waa advanced that a guide ror Reform 

Judaism waa needed because or 

chaos caused ln the ranks or Reform 
Judais m by the tremendoua influx or 
Jews coming from the Orthodox and Con
servative Coll!regat i ona in the new 
suburban congreg&tiona,, . ar e they to 
be allowed to ghe d irection bo Reform 
J~daiam, or are we goillE; to give that 
dlroction by moans or a guide •• • 227 
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The pondul..m had co111pletod i ta s•tng, al'ld the seeds 

or expansion had come home aa l\lll grown rruita to be tasted. 

Tho seeds sown in the 1940 ' 4 had bor n a r1ch harvest . 'Ibo 

R6form movement had prown greatly by 1ncorporat1ng into 1ta 

ranko congroganta rrom trad1t1onal backgrounds who were 

s e eking bo take ove.r and direct th" custcma and ceremonies 

of Roronn Judaism. The theology of these ne w Reform Jewa 

might havu changed, bu t the ir love or tho ooremon1es afld 

practices or a more traditional J1.!da1am had not boon aatia-

N ed by a change of theology. The earl7 oxperioncea and 

emotional attachments or childhood are not easily g1Yon u p, 

nor mod 1 rtod , 

The logical argu1110nt was then advanced by Rabbi 

Sellryn o. Rus lander- that ths c.c.A.R . had no authority to 

•rite auch a code or practice fo r all Reform Jewry, and that 

there 11u "no normat ive philosophical a nd thooloe;1t-al climoto 

1n the present Reform 111ovement. , ,for 111emborahip 1a composed 

or Reconst rue tioniata , Zion1ata, non-Zioniata and ant1-

Z1onh ta . •
228 

Rabbi Rualander•a aasertlon was indeed true . Ro

for!l! Judaism, tn rejecting the binding authority of ttie 
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Hebrew Bible and the continuation or thia authority in the 

Talmud , had itself no authority to write a code or pract1cea 

which would be binding on all Je••· In the slL!lte manner that 

Mar t in Luther had questioned the authority or the Holy Roman 

Catholic C:bur,ch to be the ultimate interpret.el' or what 

Scripture me~nt , and bad thus opened the door for every nw"n 

to be his own pope , ao did Reform Judaiem ttive authority to 

every Jew to interpret Scripture and observe whatever inter· 

eats he round to be 111eaningru1. 

But also ea •d th Luther, once Reform Judaia111 had 

enunciated thia prlne1ple or individual authority, it wanted 

to compromise the principle by for111ulnting ita own bindln~ 

ecclesiastical codes. 

Wo are living today 1 n an age taro dir rerent in ori

entation from the age that raced the eerly men or the a.c.A.R. 

or the age or Uberaliam which pervaded the 1930' a. In the 

past t wenty yeera catastrophic events have befallen the 

household of Israel, as well ae the rest of mankind . Because 

or these world hiatorlo conditions, the cl1mete or the 

c . c.A.R. chani>ed rrom one or liberalism to one where no dtr

f c rencea or opinion concerni ng the lnterpre ta t.1 on or Reform 

weJ'8 easily tolerated. But the old ep1ri t. or individual 

authority ror the rabbi and all that it !J!lpliee in the 

human personality structure are rar from gone within the 

t'anke or the Cont'erenoe. Thie spirit may at times appear 
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to have abated, but the heart or Rerorm Jud&!am la rreedom 

or thought and practice. Though 1t be in the race or ever 

increasing ath.cka which aeek to put that freedom to an end, 

Reform tenaciously clings to its heritage or liberty . 

Tho relllU'ka ol' Rabbi Joa eph R. Jlarot a~aina t the 

formulation or codes or practice gives hope and onoouragomont 

ror the future of American Judaism: 

r would lhe to auggeat that the real prob
lem is not in our laity, but in ua, the Re · 
ror~ Rabbinate. We are losing the courage 
to BXPlore, to ex periment , to pioneer, and 
to engender enthusias m for these things. It 
has been aald that laymen come to us ror an 
1nterpretet1on or problems , of cwrse, they 
do. They should • •• Par this • e were orde 1ned. 
We are supposed to be teaehera in Reform 
Judaism. If we will do aa our• forebears d i d 
so well, there wilt be no ch~ae· We aball 
only enhancv the br1gh tneaa . 

With such champions of religious t'reedom righting 

ror tht! p"eeious rlgh t or individua l religious co111111tl!lent. 

Reform Judaism ~an be certain, though the path will not be 

straight , or a ruturo of crenthi1ey baaed on respect for 

lndividual dlffer<tnce and commitment. Only out or forces 

free co combat w1 th oi. another wl ll now and novel rel!-

gious devolopmente ba created in the ranks or Alller1oan 

Reform Judaism. 
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