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DIGEST OF THE THESIS 

Black-Jewish relations in America from 1967-1987 have 

echoed past patterns of ambivalence. At no time did Blacks 

and Jews interact without some degree of tension and mixed 

feelings toward one another. The dynamic state of 

contemporary Black-Jewish relations is clearly reflected in 

the various Perspectives of Blacks and Jews on three maJor 

themes: Cl> Black anti-Semitism and Jewish Racism C2> Israel 

and the Middle East # and C3) Quotas and Affirmative action . 

This thesis presents an analysis of B1ack-Jewish 

relations in America from 1967-1987. based on source material 

drawn from two Black newspapers. two Jewish newspapers, and 

relevant secondary 1 i terature. The newspapers examined are 

the following: the Baltimore Afro-American Cnational 

edition>, the Ciocinoatj Herald Clocal Black newspaper>, the 

Baltimore Jewish Times , and the American Israelite. 

The newspaper articles used in this thesis are provided as 

well. 

The thesis begins with an introduction to Black-Jewish 
,• 

relations in America extending from the early 18th century to 

the contemporary Period. In this general overview, an 

attemPt has been made to illustrate the longstanding pattern 

of ambivalence that has characterized Black-Jewish relations 

from the start. Both cooperation and conflict between Blacks 

ana Jews are described and analysed. From the time of the 

Leo Frank lynching in 1915 to he struggle for civil rights 
"' 

in the 1950s and 1960s~ Black and Jewish perspectives are 

• 



reported 1n a manner whi ch emphasizes regional developments 

in the North and the South of the United States. A brief 

review of Black-Jewish relations in America from 1967-1987 

closes the general introduction. 

ChaPters One . Two. and Three focus on Black-Jew1sh 

relations in America from 1967-1 987. These chapters examine. 

respect ivel y, the three maJor themes of Cl) Black anti­

semitism and Jewish racism in America. <2> Black and Jewish 

perspectives on Israel and the Middle East. and <3> Quotas 

and Affirmative Action. Each chapter is desi gned to follow a 

general pattern. First. a wide range of Black and Jewish 

voices on the chapter theme is Presented . Second. the 

contributions of religious. economic. pol itical and other 

factors relevant to the chapter theme are analysed. Third, 

the significance of the chapter theme in the context of 

Black-Jewish relations is also examined. Documentary sources 

follow each chapter. 

i ii 
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Introduction 

From the star t . Black-Jewi sh relat ions in America were 

amb ivalent. Although earl y cont act between Blacks and Jews 

in the American colon ies was minima l--due largely to the 

small sizes of their respective populations and thei r 

differing Patterns of settlement (lJ--the two groups qui ck ly 

entered i nto a pattern of interaction wh ich . to the present 

day. has been characterized by mixed impress ions and 

uncerta inty regard i ng one another . 

On the one hand. at the dawn ing of the 18th century Jews 

and Blacks began to cross paths when Black slaves were 

auct ioned off at the hands of Jewish slave traders to 

prospective colonial buyers. ·simon the Jew• and Nathan 

Simson were two such Jewish slave dealers who operated out of 

colonial New York in 1720. One cargo of slaves i mported from 

Madagascar by the latter gentleman numbered UP to 115 human 

beings. [2J Writing in 1762 to a capta i n of a ship retained 

for their slave trading enterprise. two other Jewish s lave 

traders, Isaac El iezer and Samuel Moses of Ne~port. 

instructed their emP.loyee as follows : 

Make the best of your way to t he windward 
part of the coast of Affr1ce Cs1cl. end at 
Your arrival there dispose of your cargo for 
the most possi ble can be gotten and invest 
the neat [sicl Proceeds into as many good 
merchantable slaves as you can. and make all 
the dispatch you Possible Cs1cJ can. C3J 

In Charleston, South Ca~ol1na : •the Jewish f i rm of Da Costa , 

and Farr 1nw:>orted 200 of the 3,573 slaves brought 1nto port 
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at that city. [4J Da Costa and Farr al so engaged in the 

slave trading business with another prominent Jewish concern 

in the 1760s and 1770s: the partnership of Aaron Lopez and 

Jacob R. Rivera. Every so often Lopez and Rivera would shiP 

their African slaves to the lucrative market of Charleston to 

be sold bY Da Costa and Farr. C5J 

From reports of a planned rebellion by New York City ' s 

Black slaves against their White masters in 1741 one learns 

that not only were Jews participants in the African slave 

trade, they were slaveholders as well : slaves owned by the 

Jewish families of Abraham Meyers Cohen and David Gomez were 

accused of participating in the alleged Black conspiracy. [6J 

One respected scholar speculates that this involvement of 

Jewish owned slaves in a Plan to rebel suggests that Jews 

were no more kind in their treatment of enslaved Blacks than 

the Christians with whom they associated . This expert in 

colonial American Jewry has supported his argument by adding 

that in newspaper notices of the day it was Pointed out that 

Black slaves •frequently fled from their Jewish masters. · [7J 

Further evidence of Jewish slave ownersh1P in the colonial 

period comes from a letter written to Michael Gratz bY Meyer 

Josephson in which the latter lementea that h;s •nigger 

wench• was •drunk all day, when she can get 1t,M and 

moreover. she was •mean." which made his w1fe "afraid of 

h.er." C8l Also. the w111 of Mordecai Gomez. e wealthy New 

York Jew who died in 1750, ncluded a bequest of slaves to 

his heirs. C9l , .... ,. ' 

1 ... 
On the other hand. in the 18th centur~. some Jews 
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Practiced manumission. Katty, a mulatto, ga1ned her freedom, 

"as a reward for her fidelity , • thanks to a Provision in the 

will of BenJamin Gomez . [10J In 1796, another mulatto woman , 

Alice, was purchased and freed a year l ater by Samuel Myers 

of Petersburg, Vi rginia . Joseph Tobias of Charleston, paid 

S500 to Dr. James Cletherall during the sunmer of 1798 and 

straight away gave the slave Jenny her freedom "for former 

services rendered " to him. Also that year. the slave Sylvia 

and her child were freed bY Solomon RaPhael of Richmond and a 

partner of his. (llJ 

During the 19th century , the pattern of Jewish responses 

to slavery, until its eventual abolition. remained 

1 neons i stent . In the 1820s Isaac Harby. a Jewish dramatist 

and political essayist from Charleston wrote of his 

opposition to "the abolitionist society and its secret 

branches.· [12J Influential Northern Jewish politician, 

newspaperman. and dramatist MaJor Mordecai M. Noah opposed 

slavery; nevertheless. during the mid-1830s, he vigorous l y 

defended the right of Southerners l 1ke Harby to uphold tbe 

1 nst i tut 1 on . Over the course of his H fe. Noah · s views on 

Blacks shifted from favorable to hostile. For Noah. the 

Preservation of the Union took precedence over the abolit i on 

of slavery . C13J 

From the turn of the century until the outbreak of the 

war ·between the states, Jews continued to own and trade 

slaves. Judah P. BenJemin, +.he most prominent Jewish ,-r 
Po11t1c1an of the Confederacy, was in the 1840s, the master 

of 140 slaves ~horn he used to help maintain Bellechase--his 
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plantation Just south of New Orleans. (14) At the start of 

the Civil War. Jewish plantation owner MaJor Raphael J. Moses 

dee l ared wi stfu 11 y. · when the war broke out, I had forty­

seven slaves. and when it ended I had forty-seven 

freedmen ... . • [15J Jacob Levin. who was the acting rabbi and 

Jew1 sh community leader of Co 1 umb i a, S .C. ; n 1850, preached 

the ideals of traditional Judaism and maintained a business 

which dealt in •stocks and bonds. Negroes, cotton. flour. and 

corn. • [ 16J Some Jews dealt sole l Y in human merchandise: 

during the 1830s, 40s, and sos the Davis family of Petersburg 

and Richmond speciali zed in the slave trade. (17) 

On the other hand, Jews were also involved in the 

manumission of slaves throughout the first half of the 19th 

century. In 1812, while it was still legal to free slaves in 

the South, a slave named Esther was freed by Solomon Jacobs 

of Richmond. About a decade later, Northerner Jacob I. Cohen 

of Philadelphia ordered in his will that: 

Dick. Spencer. Meshack. Fanny. and Eliza 
together with their children be manumitted 
from slavery irrmediately after my· decease; 
and I do give and bequeathe Csicl to the sai d 
Dick, Spencer, Mes~ack, Fanny, and Eliza 
twenty-five dollars each. But if any of my 
said Negroes will not accept their freedom I 
do then w111 and direct that they have the 
choice of their own master. C18J 

By the t1me Bleck slave Peter St111 of Tuscumbia. Alabama was 

allowed to buy his freedom in 1849 bY two Jewish brothers, 

Joseph and Isaac Friedman, the emancipation of slaves in the 

' South had become a dangerou and restricted activity. C19J 
./'"') 

Still was purchased bY the Friedman brothers as part of an 
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agreement he made with them to set him free after he Paid 

them back the SSOO it cost to buy him. Peter was given his 

free papers 1n Cincinnati in the sunmer of 1850. [20l 

How did Jews treat their slaves? According to one 

scholar Jewish slave owners dealt with their slaves no 

differently than did their Christian neighbors. Jews were 

both cruel and kind to their slaves . On the one extreme, 

Jewish s lavehol der Joseph Cohen of Lynchburg. Virginia, 

murdered a slave of hi s i n 1819. Cohen was convicted by a 

Lynchburg court for his crime. [21l In contrast to Cohen ' s 

act of crue 1 ty. Ernna Mordecai, another Jewish s 1 ave owner, 

defied the law wh ich prohibited Whites to educate slaves t o 

read and write; Mordecai ' s reward for her dec isi on came in a 

letter written bY one of her former slaves, Sarah P. Norris. 

In 1867, Norris wrote to Mordecai about the latter 's famil y 

saying, ·1 never could forget my people, I loved them then, I 

love them now . · [22l 

While there were Southern Jews who willingly engaged 1n 

manumission and other acts of kindness toward their slaves. 

there is scant evidence to suggest that they favored 

abolition; those Jews who supported this cause were almost 

entirely Northerners . Louis Stix. one such model of Jewish 

anti-slavery sentiments. was born in Bavaria and came to 

Cincinnati 1n the 1830s, where he embarked on a career as a 

Peddler . St1x remarked as follows about slavery: 
<.. 

...,.. 
From the firs~ay I landed 1n this most 
glorious country, until the present time. mY 
Principles have not undergone an>' radical 
change . I was then, as I am now. an 
outsPOken OPPOnent of all involuntary 

• 
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serfdom, and against the acquisition of any 
new territory to Perpetuate this unfortunate 
evil . . .. '1Y open opposition to slavery had 
cost me the goodwill of many Southern 
customers, and at no time before the war was 
it considered safe for me to venture south of 
Mason and Dixon's line. (23l 

-6-

August Bondi, a Jewish immigrant from Vienna and supporter of 

abolitionist John Brown. seconded Stix's distaste for 

slavery . Bondi was one of three Jews who personal h ' aided 

Brown in his struggle against slavery in Kansas during the 

1850s . In his youth Bondi dismissed the possibility of 

marriage to any daughter of a slaveholder; he did so out of 

the conviction that •my father' s son was not to be a 

slavedriver. · (24l Moses Judah and Mor i tz Pinner were 

included among the thin ranks of Jewish abolitionists. Judah 

supported the efforts of the New York Manumission Society to 

free slaves and insure the cont i nued liberty of those Blacks 

who were not under the slave master's yoke. Pinner was, in 

1859, the editor of a newspaper firmly committed to 

abo 1 i t 1 on . [ 25 l 

On the whole, Jews made no organized statement either in 

favor or opposed to slavery. The following deseri Pt1on of 
. 

the Jewish response to s 1 avery by the American and Forei gn 

Slavery Society CMay 11, 1853> 1s thus basically accurate: 

The Jews of the United States have never 
taken any steps whatever w1th regard to the 
slavery question. . As citizens they deem it 
their policy •to have everyone choose 
whichever side he may deem best to promote 
h1s own interests and the welfare of his , 
country •. ,.· Csicl It cannot be said t~at the ; 
Jews have formed any denominational oP'1n1on 
on the subJect of American slavery ... . C26J 

4 
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Some scholars blame Jewish leaders for the absence of a 

unified Jewish approach to slavery, During the decades 

before the Civil War, rabbis generally served as 1 eaders of 

Jewish communities, and on the issue of slavery they proved 

to be as divided as their congregants. A maJor rabbinic 

debate was sparked over Judaism's attitude regarding slavery 

when a prominent rabbi--Morris Jacob RaPhall--preached a pro-

slavery sermon to Congregation B'nai Jeshurun in New York 

entitled "Bible View of Slavery," on January 4, 1861. 

Michael HeilPrin and Rabbi David Einhorn reacted with 

indignation to Raphall 's suggestion that slavery was an 

acceptable institution according to Judaism. Einhorn went so 

far as to call Raphall's pro-slavery argument "a defamation 

of Judaism." [27J 

Following the Civil War (1861-1865> and the end of 

slavery, some Blacks initially expressed admiration for the 

Jews. For example, Pinckney B.S. Pinchback, a Black who was 

for a short time governor of Louisiana, suggested to a 

gathering of African-Americans in 1876 that they follow the 

Jewish example of perseverance in the face of adversity. 

"Like you they .were once slaves and after they were 

emancipated they met with persecutions," said Pinchback to a 

crowd of Black Mississippians. He further described the Jews 

of his day as "leaders of education and princes of the 
' 

commercial world, 11 and sought to encourage his audience by 

declaring "What an example for you, my people, whose 

advantages are so great." [28J 

However, the Black press in the South was ambivalent 

'I 

11 

I, 
II 
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toward Jewish enterprise. On the one hand, newspapers l1ke 

the Arkansas Mansion and the Richmond Southern News displayed 

African-American receptivity to Jewish merchants during the 

1880s and 1890s by carrying the conmercial advertisements of 

the latter. From the prevalence of these trade announcements 

it is clear that Cl> many Jewish merchants in the post­

Reconstruction South were willing to sell to Blacks, and C2> 

the Jewish merchants generally valued Black patronage, [29J 

Yet, as far back as the 1880s, there were exceptions to 

this trend . When African-Americans felt discriminated 

against. they protested: a Black editor from New Orleans 

rebuked Jew 1 sh vendors at a Lou 1 s i ana lake resort ca 11 ed 

Spanish Fort, in 1881, because they would not sel 1 

refreshments to Blacks. "The Jews of a 11 other peop 1 e. 

should be the last to discriminate.· said the indignant 

editor. (30] Economic tensions would become a maJor source 

of conflict between Blacks and Jews in the years ahead . 

The rise of anti-Semitism late i n the nineteenth century 

further complicated Black-Jewish relations. In the first of 

three controversial happenings, Joseph Se11gman, a nptable 

Jewish Banker. was refused lodging at the Grand Union Hotel 

in Saratoga Springs, New York, 1n 1877. At the time of the 

highly publicized snubbing of Seligman, a Pattern was 

developing 1n America that sew Jews increasingly subJected to 

social d1scr1m1net1on. C31 l Abroad in France, about twenty 

years after the Seligman i nc dent, Alfred Dreyfus, a Jewish 

captain in the French~rn\¥ .fas falsely convicted of treason ,. 

and imprisoned by the French govemment. Later, 1 t was 
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discovered that Dreyfus was innocent: he was a victim of both 

ant i-Semi tism and a conspiracy that succeeded in damag ing his 

good name and career . A few years later, in 1903. t he 

Russian Jewish conrnunitY of Kishineff was battered bY pogroms 

instigated by the Tzarist regime . Hundreds of Jews were 

either murdered or wounded and the i r material belongings 

pi 11 aged . (32J 

Atti tudes proJected bY the Afri can- Amer1 can Press in 

response t o the shifting welfare of Jews at home and abroad 

were ini t iall y empathic . For example. Ille Christjao 

Recorder , pub li shed under t he auspices of the Afr ican 

Methodist Episcopal Church, rebuked White Amer ica in APr i l of 

1867 for •narrow-minded prejudice against an honorab l e 

people, a people of your own colorw Cthe Jews >- - and 

exc1aimed, •How cruel, how unJust the spirit that mocks th is 

unfor tunate people. " (33J A few decades later in response t o 

the conspiracy aga i nst Alfred Dreyfus in France. Ihe 

Washington another African-American newspaper. 

editorialized that •the cowardl y persecution of Capta i n 

Dreyfus wi 11 go down to posterity as the most out r ageous 

persecution of an innocent man known to modern times .· C34J 

In 1899, Ille Colored American reprinted on its front page a 

letter i n which Rabbi Abram L. Isaacs, then editor of I.he 

Jewish Messenger, thanked Blacks for thei r support of Captain 

Dreyfus and suggested that Jews should respond by helping 

Blacks in the 
- } 

segregat i on , and lyn~bings. C35l , \ 

agai nst d i senfranchi sement. 

However, regarding the K1shineff massacre, Blacks fe lt 
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alienated when a pet i tion condemning this violent outburst 

against Russian Jews--drawn up by the B'nai B'rith and signed 

by both local and national pol1ticians--was forwarded by 

President Theodore Roosevelt to the Tsar in June of 1903 . 

I.he Colored American protested that signers of the petition 

were •dumb· in the face of •savage outrages against Negroes 

at home .· C36J African-American discomfort over the unequal 

treatment they had received at all levels of American 

government was exacerbated by host il e Jewish reaction to the 

equation of Kishineff w1th Black suffering in the United 

States. 

Dr. Solomon Cohen ' s deni al of any similarity between 

Kishineff and the Black Plight in the United States 

infuriated African-Amer icans. In a 1 etter sent to Ill.a 

Public, a Black weekly based in Chicago, Cohen, a leading 

Jewish spokesman in the Philadelphia chapter of B' nai B'ri th, 

dee 1 a red that, 1 n genera 1 , Jews had reached •an advanced 

stage of intellectual and moral development • while the 

•masses of Negroes in America have msde limited Progress. " 

Furthermore, said Cohen, •with rare except i ons, crimes 

conrn1tted bY individual Negroes · were responsible for Bl ack 

persecut 1 on 1 n America; from Cohen ' s perspective, "Russ; an 

off 1cial murder • of Jews and Southern lynching of Blacks were 

not comparable. C37l Respond ing to the kind of attitudes 

· helc by Jews such es Cohen, a Black newspaper from Chicago, 

!be Broad-Axe, indignant ly proclaimed at sunmer ' s end 1n 
.) 

1903: •ot all the rnqr:allY wretched defenders of this American 
,.. l 

crime of lynching, the American Jew who defends Negro 

• 
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lynchers <those who lynch Negroes> while denounc1ng Russian 

Massacres--and some do--is most contemptible.• (38l In the 

opening years of the twentieth century. Black-Jewish 

relations had taken a turn for the worse. 

With the migration of Southern Blacks to Northern cities 

corresponding to Jewish inrnigration during the closing years 

of the 19th century. the stage had been set for 1 ncreased 

interaction between Blacks and Jews in the United States. 

African-American identification with and sympathy for Jewish 

suffering was further threatened when Jews began to be viewed 

by some in the Bl ack convnunity as economic exploiters. 

Contacts between the Jewish end Black corrmunities would 

increasingly reflect the identities and aspirations of each 

people . 

Blacks and Jews in Dixie Land, 1915-1966. 

Blacks and Jews in the South faced numerous conrnon 

adversar1 es: Pre Jud 1 ced members of wh 1 te society who were 

intent on their violent subJugation . Of the many repres~ive 

episodes involving· Blacks and Jews 1n the South during the 

early 20th century, few plead more ch1111ngly for recognition 

than the Leo Frank case . One scholar has suggested that 

Frank--a Jewish superintendent of a pencil factory 1n Atlanta 

who in 1913 was falsely convicted of murdering a white 

adolescent named Mary Phagan-- nd the Jews 1n general, served 

as handy scapegoats IQr depressed Southern Whites still ,. 

reeling from the PSYchologicallY and economically devastating 
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effects of the C1v11 War and its aftermath. (39J When. on 

August 16. 1915, Southern Whites openly participated 1n the 

criminal and ant1-Semit1c outburst which led to innocent Leo 

Frank's public lynching, African-Americans took notice . 

Writing in the Black press for the Mew ~ Aae. as a 

contributing editor. James Weldon Johnson conmented before 

Frank ' s death. in April of 1915. that: 

There has been much talk about the PreJudice 
against the Jew in Atlanta. There may be such 
a thing, but .there could be in Atlanta no 
preJudice against any sort of white man to 
equal the PreJudice against a Negro in a case 
like that of Mary Phagan . (40) 

Johnson did not completely deny the possibility that 

preJudice had been directed toward •the Atlanta Jew• both 

before and after Frank's lynching , (41 J However, as the 

Frank case progressed. Johnson became increasingly concerned 

with defending the innocence of James Conley, a Black worker 

at the Penci 1 factory where Frank was superintendent , on 

whose PerJured testimony Frank had been convicted. (42J 

Johnson viewed the efforts of Frank's supporters as a scheme 

to •save the neck of Leo Frank. the Jew. from the hanQll\Sn at 

the expense of that · of James Conley, the Negro.• (431 Only 

in the aftermath of Frank's lynching. did Ib.e Hew ~ Age 

caustically compare Blacks and Jews as victims of White 

intolerance as follows: 

Now •• • that a white man and a Jew with 
thousands of dollars b&hind his cause is the 
v1ctim •.. there is a cr~o · make lynching a 
federal crime .• .a-s long as Negroes had been 
lynched the whole countr~ has been content to 
let the pastime continue. Cs1cl C44l 
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-... 
From !be Age's perspective. both the defense and the lynching 

of Leo Frank s1mply served to h1ghl1ght a sense of Black 

a 11 enat ion f ram soc 1 ety . Johnson and Ille Age fe 1 t cl ear 

about one thing: as Partners in persecution. Blacks in 

America were greater victims than Jews. 

In the South. Blacks have been amb iva lent about their 

partnership of sufferi ng with Jews . Notable Southern Blacks 

such as Booker T. Washington. Horace Mann Bond, end Kelly 

Miller along with large numbers of their lesser known Afro­

American •brothers and sisters· looked t o the biblical 

Hebrews as a source of 1nspiret1on . (45J Imagery from the 

Hebrew Scriptures remained 1nfluent1al among members of the 

Black conmunitY through the depression of the 1930s. 

Especially popular were the stories which presented various 

Israelites. or the ent i re people. as underdogs striving t o 

extr icate themselves from one bind or another. (46J Southern 

Blacks understood that Jews also had a tradition of 

suffering. Furthermore. they admired the initiative taken bY 

these •modern Israelites• in the face of adversity . 

Yet . this admiration was by no means simple and without 

reservations. From the Black economic Perspective. the image 

of the Jew in 01x1eland elici ted mixed emotions. On a 

pos1t1ve note, Kelly M111er, a Black newspaper reporter in 

Dixie, expressed gratitude for the assistance offered to 

enterPr1sing' Blacks eager to learn the merchant ' s trade. [47J 

However, while Jews were lauded bY the , 111ces of Booker T . . ~ 
Washington, in the 1910s, as mocfels for Black progress, and 

.. 
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for their willingness to employ and sell to Blacks without 

restrictions, they were concurrently berated for certain 

unattractive business Practices: Jews would keep their shops 

open on the Chr1st1an Sabbath; they also were proprietors of 

establishments which provided opportunities for drink and 

dance. C48J 

Two interesting occurrences in the 1920s offer a 

significant look at the ways in which Blacks and Jews 

interacted corrmerciallY in the post-World War I South. At the 

end of this decade a department store, called the Fair, in 

Washington D.C. opened up with a staff that was comprised 

largely of African-American saleswomen. Owned by a Jew named 

Bernstein. the store failed in 1931 . What was the 

significance of this unfortunate endeavor? BY hiring 

ernPloyees who were predominantly Black, Bernstein was hoping 

to attract Black customers. C49J Perhaps even more important 

than this sales strategy, or its lack of success, was the 

consideration given it by the Black press in the capitol . 

Blacks realized that had the effort succeeded, 1t would 

have been mutually satisfying to both the African-American 

and Jewish conrnunities. Not on 1 Y was this a matter of a 

Jewish merchant seeking personal gain; some Sleeks felt that 

even as employees end/or consumers they could benefit from 

cooperation with Jews. •This enterpr1s1ng Jew 1s . .. bankrupt 

because he tried to he1P a race of People who would not help 

themselves,• the Black editor Ben Davis wrote. Davis was 

referring to Black failure to patronize Bernstein's store. 

CSOl 
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Economic dealings between Jews and BlacKs were not always 

limited to the former assisting the latter . For example. In 

1926 , the Lou1sy1Jle Mews was aware that it behooved Blacks 

to take the initiative and assist Jews in causes that mi ght 

be of co111T1on benefit to both Peoples . Consequently, when i n 

that year the American Mutual Savings Bank, an African­

American financial institution. joi ned in the sponsorship of 

Jews seek ing t o raise funds for charity, the ttews co111T1ended 

the bank's contr1buti,on declari ng that American Mutual had 

probabl y never made ·a better investment .• (51J 

Perhaps as a result of the Posit ive images of Jews as 

biblical heroes, Blacks in the South also banked on Jews as 

fellow soldiers in the war against inJustice. To this end, 

there were times, whether battling white racists or 

strugg11ng for civil rights , when Jews and Bl acks worked 

together . Dec 1 a red Dr . H. R. Butler, a Negro mini st er: "We 

want their sympathy and (itJ is their duty to give 1t. They 

should line UP ... always to lighten the burdens of the 

oppressed.• (52l One outstanding instance of Jewish lega l 

a 1 d and mora 1 support took P 1 ace in Scott sboro, A 1 abama. 

There, at the outset of the 1930s. both a Rebb1 end a Jewish 

lawyer struggled for t'he rights of nine young Black males who 

were convicted and given the death Penalty for el legedl Y 

having raped two white girls aboard a freight train . Their 

death sentences were subsequently overturned by the Supreme 

Court. (53l In 1933, due to fears of ant1-Semit1sm while the 

case was still in Progress the Rat>bi, BenJam1n Goldstein, was 
• J. 

forced by his congreoat1o"'to resign in 1933; he eventually 
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resettled in the North. C54l 

Images of the Jews as Christ killers. although rare. 

also existed 1n Southern Black Perspectives, as Black 

educator Horace Mann Bond's account of a 1916 incident 

confirms. When Bond was twelve years o 1 d h 1 s f ami 1 Y had 

moved from Talladega. Alabama to Atlanta, Georgia. One day. 

not long after the relocation. as Bond was walking along a 

street in his neigborhood. he was taunted by a Jewish child 

who, according to Bond, ·began to chant: ' Nigger, Nigger, 

Nigger. Nigger.•• In response to this harangue. Bond shouted 

back at the boy: · vou Christ-killer! · which so upset the 

Jewish lad that he began to cry . C55l Recounting the 

1nc1dent almost half a century later. Bond noted that the Leo 

Frank 1.Ynchino had occurred Just one year Prior to his 

host i 1 e exchange w1 th the Jewish boy who was the son of a 

ne1 ghbGrhood grocer; look; ng back as an adu 1 t, the Black 

educator wasn't sure whether it was the anti-Semitic 

atmosphere of Atlanta 1n 1916 or something deeper in his 

Christian consciousness which was responsible for his choice 

of words 1n response to his Jewish antagonist. C56l 

Not long after the close of World War II, some souring 

of Black-Jewish rel~tions Probably took Place as a result of 

a Southern, Black university policy which was a harbinger of 

the college admissions and quotas conflicts that occured a 

few decades later. In 1949, Ille Ch1caao Qefeoder reported 

that Howard Uni versi t.Y started to decrease the number of 

slots available for Jewish s~dents at its medical school. 

According to the Qeferufer, the university made the decision 

• 
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to reduce 1ts Jew1sh student population because Northern 

Jewish applicants were tak1ng UP spaces that would otherwise 

have been open to Blacks . C57J A further indication of 

tens1ons between Blacks and Jews 1n the mid-1940s and earl y 

1950s was expressed when two Northern Black newspapers. Ille 

Chicago Defender and Ille Hew ~ Amsterdam tte.ws. questioned 

the tolerance of Jews 1n the South for rac i sm; they regarded 

Southern Jews as responsible for the promotion of segregation 

based on race. Further still, there were accusations made by 

these same organs of the Northern Black press that Southern 

Blacks were victims of Jewish exploitat1on. (58) 

Even as these accusations were being levelled. however. 

some Jews were work 1 ng together with Bl eeks on beha 1 f of 

desegregation . An excellent example of this 1n the South can 

be found in Texas of the 1940s . There. in 1944, Jew ish 

lawyers worked with Blacks to el iminate racia l di scriminat i on 

during Primary elect1ons. As a result of those efforts, 

Texas Blacks were given the opportunity to vote alongs i de of 

their Wh ite counterparts. C59J A decade later Jewish legal 

aid was once again extended to Blacks: this t1me in the 

battle to secure legal desegregat1on of the public schools. 

Work1ng together w1th the NAACP CNat1onal Association for the 

Advancement of Colored People>, the AOL <Anti-Defamation 

League> , a Jewish defense organ i zat 1 on, f 11 ed ami cus curiae 

briefs supporting what would be a maJor victory for American . 
1ntegrat1onists : the controversial 1954 Supreme Court 

decision on the Brown ~ To'!!ka Board g,f Education case in 

favor of school desegregation. C60J 
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Religious, P011tical, and economic ambiguities were 

undoubtedly critical in shaping Black-Jewish relations in the 

South. Conflicting perspect i ves offered by two Black leaders 

1n the mid-1960s on Southern rabbinic involvement in the 

c i vi l r i ghts struggle are illustrative of the mixed feelings 

which Southern Blacks have held toward Jews. Reverend Fred 

Shuttlesworth. a former colleague of Dr . Mar tin Luther King 

Jr. and a si gn ificant c ivil rights leader. had the following 

to say in an interview with then rabbinical student Allen 

Krause : 

Jews control a lot of the financial 
institutions (which were being boycotted and 
Picketed bY the Negro colTITlunitYJ. (si c J 
... because of self-interest and, I would 
presume. to a large degree because of 
their understanding that we're livi ng i n a 
new day where changes have to be made , many 
of them became involved--especially in the 
later years .. . . many rabbi s ... were at least 
encouraging to the people who would dare 
speak out . They would come to rallies. 
they would offer a Prayer. they wou)d 
speak and make statements of brotherhood--and 
all of this helped. CsicJ C61l 

In 1966. Aaron Henry . president of the NAACP on the state 

level in Mississ iPPi. corresponded with Krause also regarding 

Southern rabbinic Participation in the civil rights movement . 

Henry was less kind than the Reverend Shuttlesworth : he 

observed that in Mi ssissippi there was •no participation bY 

the Rabbis Csicl in the c1vil rights movement . • In reference 

to Southern Jews and rabbis in Particular, Henry excl aimed, 

·sorry , they are not with it . • C62l 

Shuttlesworth ' s and Henry 's contrasting Perspectives 

were 1nd1cative of the ambiguity which characterized Black-
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Jewish relations 1n the South from 1915-1966. From the time 

of Leo Frank's lynching in Marietta, Georgi e to the struggle 

for civ i 1 rights in the 1950s and 1960s, Blacks and Jews 

cooperated when 1 t was in the1 r mutua 1 interest to do so . 

Given a confl 1 ct of interest between the Black. and Jewish 

conrnunities, African-American self-preservation conmanded a 

higher priority than intergroup harmony: this held true even 

to the extent of defending a gu1 lb· James Con 1 ey at the 

expense of an innocent Leo Frank . In response to Frank ' s 

trial. it became clear that self-preservation, even if it 

meant sacrificing Black friendships, was also a primary 

Jewish concern . 

Blacks and Jews in Yankeedom, 1915-1966. 

When Southern Blacks began to migrate northward in 

increasing numbers, at the close of the 19th century, the 

Pattern of ant>1valence which had developed between Blacks and 

Jews in the South was resumed up North . The fo 11 owf no 

description reflects the tensions which resulted from earl y 

Black encounters with Jewish 1nm1grants in the urban Nort h: 

He <•the average negro• > found no connnection 
with the ancient Hebrews whose travails he 
felt as his own, and the clothes dealer, the 
street vendor, or kids running after him 
Yelling, 'Schwartze. ' These may have 
suggested yet another imaoe to the Negro, the 
usurer, the infidel, or the Christ Killer. 
Negroes were exPOsed to these imaoes in 
fundamentalist Chri st i anity and it showed uP 
in some of their attit des toward Jews. [63J 

r ... . . 
Despite negative imaoes of Jews 1n the perspective of some 

.. 
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Blacks, contact w1th Jews in America's northern cities. at 

the dawning of the of the 20th century. helped motivate other 

African-Americans to fight against discrimination and for 

equal access to the American marketplace. Evidence for this 

claim can been found in an editorial entitled ·Let Us Learn 

From the Jews, • which was carried bY such African-American 

newspapers as Ille Christian Recorder, and Ihe New Yo.ck Ase 

Further proof that the Jews were turned to. ear 1 y on. as 

models for Black advancement may be adduced from the 

following declaration of pra ise made at the close of the 19th 

century by, an organ of the African Methodist Episcopal 

Church . the A.M.E. Church Reyjew: ·where everything else had 

been denied him--political rights. social standing, even the 

Privilege of owning real estate--the Jew yet conquered . M 

Along simi lac 1 ines, Ille Colored American added, ·rhe 

Israe 1i te gives us our finest obJect 1 esson ; n the 

Possibilities growing out of thrift and economy . .. . The Jew 

has learned that money is taken by the world as a measure of 

worth. Can we not learn the same?" [64J 

BY 1915, with the Passing of Booker T. Washington and 

his acconrnodationist influence. some Blacks began to address 

a significant challenge: to survive and to flourish, they 

believed it would be necessary for African-Americans to 

establish an equal Place for themselves integrated w1thin the 

larger American society. To this end, while the N.A .A.C.P. 

<National Association for the Advancememnt of Colored People1 

waged war 1n 1915 against o.w. Griff th's Ille B1rth Qf a 

Nat1gn--a motion Picture which ~dePicted Blacks in a demeaning 

• 
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manner--one of the civil rights organ1zation's most famous 

visionaries, W.E.B. Du Bois, was gaining recognition and 

respect for his advocacy of total Black equality with Whites. 

Soon he and others of similar outlook would become the 

standard-bearers for Northern Blacks in their earl y drive for 

civil rights . [65J 

From the start, some Jews were eager to support the 

growing African-American movement for equality and 

advancement . Bl eek uni oni zati on in 1920. and a perce1 ved 

inclination on the part of Blacks to seek Jewish advi ce and 

assistance in the endeavor, found favor i n the Yi ddish press. 

Expressing satisfaction with what was viewed as Bleck 

admiration of Jewish unions the Forward made the following 

editorial convnents: 

They are turning to us with more hope than to 
any other worker's organizations because the 
Jews can sympathize and empathize more with 
them. That wh ich the Negroes suffer in 
America, the Jews in many parts of Europe are 
now suffering in a more massive degree . Many 
of us ourselves were oppressed in Old Russia 
as the Negroes are in free America. We can 
understand them better end therefore we sound 
their appeal wide and quickly . C66J 

W.E .B. DuBois, in a 1923 interview with the Forward responded 

to Jewish identification with the Plight of African- Americans 

by declaring that •the Negro race looks to Jews for sympathy 

and understanding .• C67l 

From the remarks made by the Forward and DuBoi s it 

appears as though s1mi lar experiences of persecut ion 
~ 

contributed to the development bY Blacks and J1ws of a 
,..., 

heightened sense of expect et 1 on 1 n reference to eachother . 
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C68l How would such a demanding stance toward one another 

hold up under the strains of close contact in day to day 

11 vi ng? Would 81 acks and Jews cooperate in an effort to 

share the labor and benefits of building a noble society; or, 

would there be a struggle for economic and political 

hegemony? 

Toward the end of the 1920s and during the 1930s, Blacks 

increasingly viewed Jews as competitors as well as allies. 

African-Americans did not 1 imi t their sights to the retail 

marketplace in this regard. Three distinct examples of Black­

Jew1sh rivalry 1n Harlem, Just Preceding and also during the 

depression years. reveal that this new trend in Black 

outlooks was broadly based . In these cases Blacks vi ed with 

Jews for better housing and higher professional status as 

well as for conrnercial clout. 

Feel 1ng that an African-American response to the 

perceived Jewish domination of retail trade in Harlem was 

essential, several Black shopkeepers Joined together.in 1927. 

and established the Colored Merchants' Association. In 

consultation with Tuskegee Institute and the National Negro 

Business League. the Merchants' Association attempted to 

develop an outlet that would seek to capture a competitive 

chunk of Harlem's retail market. W1 th the onset of the 

depression. the short-lived organization met its untimely 

demise . Three factors were largely responsible for the 

failure of the Black merchant's enterprise and the continued 

success of the Jewish shOPkeei>ers on Harlem's 125th Street: 
...J 

C1> Due to e lack .r--of funds Harlem's Black merchant 
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organization, unlike the area's Jewish businesses, found i t 

difficult to Provide customers with a "buy on cred i t " option ; 

<2> Occasi onally the pr1ces at the Colored Merchants · 

Assoc1 at1on ·s retail outlet were sl1ght1Y higher than those 

of their Jewish competitors, or of the chain store rates; C3> 

The Black merchant cooperati ve in Harlem was unable t o 

Prov1de the same amount of variety in merchandise as that of 

its competition . Since the group that the association was 

targeted against, Harlem ' s Jewish merchants. managed t o 

remain afloat despite competition and the hardships posed bY 

the Great Depressi on. the flames of African- Ameri can 

di scontent were on ly further fanned . C69J 

Harlem ' s Black convnunitY of medica l and dent a l 

profess ionals empath i zed with thei r peers i n colTIT\e r ce: they 

too resented the Perce ived infringement on their tur f by 

members o f the Jewish commun i t y. Aga i n, Blacks banded 

together t o try and Pull black cl ientele away from Jewi sh 

rival s. [70J 

In 1927, Black medical and dental Professionals made i t 

known that they cons1dered the ratio of African-American 

doctors and nurses to Black Patients at Harlem Hospi t a l 

unacceptable . Consequent l y, support was mustered on the i r 

behalf with in the N.A.A.C.P . to pet 1t 1on New York mayor John 

F. HYlan to Place, at minimum, two Blacks on the hospi tal 's 

governing board . While he refused to do so, J1nwnie Walker. 

who .subsequently took over the mayoralty , w1111ngly complied 

wi th the N.A.A.C.P . 's request. ~ Furthermore , in 1929, Wal ker 
• J 

was responsible for a .-Personnel reorganization at Harlem 
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Hospital which ended with the ouster of several longstanding 

Jewish employees: a number of senior Jewish department heads 

were asked to 1 eave the hosp; ta 1 and a new cont 1 ngent of 

Afro-American doctors was added to the staff. [71J 

Blacks and Jews 1n Harlem were further polarized by 

Walker 's decisions, in the early 1930s, to order additiona l 

changes 1n Harlem Hospital's medical staff which resulted in 

the hiring of forty new Black doctors. Twenty-five doctors 

who lost their Jobs, among them several Jews, ra i sed a cry of 

Protest asking for their old Jobs back. Claims were made by 

some Black doctors that their senior Wh1te former colleagues 

should have been retained to train the new medical 

practitioners; however, a young Jewish doctor challenged this 

claim and declared that the White medical practitioners 

formerly employed et the hospital were "temPermentallY 

unfitted ls1cJ for thei r Posts in a Negro hospital .· C72J 

Harlem Hospital's personnel controversy in the late 

1920s and early 1930s foreshadowed a maJor source of conflict 

that would be heatedly debated by Blacks and Jews 1n the 

1960s. 1970s, and 1980s: quotas and affirmative action 

programs. Black inclusion 1n Job slots at the cost of Jewish 

exclusion was already creating critical tensions between 

Blacks and Jews 1n Harlem as early as the 1920s and 1930s. 

When the controversy over equal opportunity and equal 

employment was sparked again several decades later, Jews 

were--as both Howard University's decision to 11m1t their 

number 1n its medical school s udent body at the close of the 
,..._ 

1940s and the reshuffling at Harlem Hospital in the 1920s and 
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1930s illustrate--understandably wary of Justice being served 

at their expense. 

On yet another front. tension between Ha~lem's Black and 

Jewish populations was mounting. Harlem's Blacks were 

concerned about acquiring better housing as early as 1900. 

when they formed the Afro-American Realty Corporation . 

Contributing to the tensions that were to precipitate a 

crisis 1n the mid-1930s were the business ethics displayed by 

Jewish landlords. such as Charles Klein in Harlem during the 

late 1910s and earl y 1920s . Accord ing to the the Black press 

Klein exploited poor. migrant Blacks in search of adequate 

housing bY di viding uP apartment houses i nto one-room 

dwellings and demand i ng double to triple the go i ng rate for 

rent . C73 J 

Harlem ' s Blacks also faced slim Prospects in the realm of 

emP l oyment during the 1930s . Campa; gns were waged during 

these years against Perceived i nJustices by Jewi sh employers 

who. it was charged , di d not hire Blacks in sufficient 

numbers. To this end. boycotts of Jewish owned department 

stores were initiated along 125th Street in Harlem . Bel ated 

effor ts by some of t.hese businesses (like Blumstei n ' s during 

the m1d-1930s> at hiring and promoting African-Americans 

failed to mollify erstwhile Black customers who, 

disillusioned by thwarted expectations. would soon act on 

their anger. C74J Corresponding to the boycotts. a rent 

strike was held in 1934 against Jewish landlord Jacob Cohen. 

as part of the ·sronx House c. War.• wherein New York. Ci tY 
-1 

Blacks--some of whom ~Nere supported bY Corrmunist Party 

.. 
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affiliates. the ILD Clnternat1onal Labor Defense> and the 

LSNR <League of Struggle for Negro Rights>--Jo ined together 

to Picket Cohen who, one scholar suggests • was targeted as a 

symbol of Black displeasure with the Jewish community as a 

whole . [751 

At least two expressions of this hostility were Played 

out on Harlem · s explos;ve streets. First. radical Afro-

American Propagandists bY the names of Sufi Abdul Hamid and 

Arthur L. Re id spewed forth ant i-Semitic diatribes in Protest 

of such activities as "the Bronx Slave Market " <which 

exhibited questionable hiring Practices concerning Black 

domestic workers by what were assumed to be mostly Jew·i sh 

housew;ves) and other perceived forms of exploitation . 

Echoing them the Philadelehia Tribune, challenged those who 

sympathized with Hitler's Jewish victims; after all . the 

Tri buoe reasoned: why be concerned about German Jewry when 

the Plight of African-Americans was so mi serable at home? 

[76J Second. a riot took Place in Harlem that reflected 

Black bitterness and alienated Jews. 

Few would di spute. that the Bl ack-Jewish relationship in 

Harlem at the time was a significant factor both ·n the 

circumstances whfch contributed to the riot and 1n its 

aftermath . WhY else would a Chinese. reta1 l store owner 

quickly display a poster in his shop window during the riot 

which declared: ·chinese. not Jewish·?! C77l Why would 

Kelly Miller, in an article published · by the A1Dsterdam ttews 

attempt to •divert the 'Jew Hatred' by pointing out how 
. ) 

helpful Jews had been/ to Negroes• in the Past? C78l 
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Our last question leads us to one of the chief ironies 

1n Black-Jewish relations during the decades under study , 

While there had been tensions throughout Northern cities 

where Blacks and Jews dwelled 1n close Proxim1tY, such as Ne~ 

York. Ph1lade1Phia, Chicago, and Boston, African-Americans 

were sometimes assisted in their struggles with oppressive 

Jews bY other Jews who served the Black conmunitY as 

advocates and benefactors . For examPle, two Jews.a New York 

congressman <Abraham Grenthal> and a Judge <Samuel Rosenman > 

offered legal advice to Black Harlemites at meetings arranged 

to discuss tenant concerns during the late 1920s. [79J 

Similarly, Jewish Philanthropists 11ke Samuel Fe ls and Julius 

Rosenwald offered financial assistance to needy, Northern 

Blacks . Another form of Jewish aid went to African-American 

laborers and was provided by the United Hebrew Trades which 

he lPed Philadelphia Blacks , in the late 1930s, to establish a 

union for Plasterers . CSOJ 

Also, many Jews, including the SP1ngarn brothers and 

Louis Marshall, worked as advocates for Black civil rights in 

association with the N.A.A .C.P. during the earl y decades of 

the 20th century. In 1941. Ph1ladelPhia's African- American 

and Jewish conmunities created the Fellowship Conmission 

which helped the followi ng Year to bring a chapter of the 

N . A. A . C . P . to town. In 1944, the Comnission. along with 

several other Ph1lade1Phia organizations that included Jewish 
, 

Partic1Pants. helped the N.A.A.C.P. in its efforts to ac~ieve 

fair standards regarding prOIJlot1ons for qualified. senior 
-l 

Black workers. Aroumf' the close of World war IL in a 

• 
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similar development. attorneys for the American Jewish 

Congress undertook a program of Joint cooperation with their 

counterparts at the N.A.A.C.P .. (811 BY the mid-1950s. 

Philadelphia ' s Fellowship Conmission. one of whose founders 

and leaders was a Jew by the name of Maurice B. Fagan. <also 

head of the Anti-Defamation Council) had succeeded in pushing 

through a Fa1r Employment Practices Law in Pennsylvania to 

greatly aid Blacks in the Job market . [82J 

On the whole, however. ambivalence characterized Black­

Jewish relations 1n the North . On the one hand . sparked by 

the Nazi threat in 1942 and 1946, calls for unity between 

Blacks and Jews were issued respectively bY Harlem 's 

Amsterdam liew.s. and the uW1ndy City 's " Chicago Defender . Yet. 

at the same t1me. due largely to feelings of envy over Jewish 

economic success. Harlem witnessed, in 1943 , a violent anti ­

semitic outburst, and in 1951 , the Defender hurled a heated 

harangue against the Jews. as exploiters of African-Americans 

(83]. 

During the late 1950s and early 1960s. national Jewish 

defense oroan1zations such as the AOL <Anti-Defamation 

League>, the American Jewish Conmittee, and the American 

Jewish Congress. as well as individuals like Rabbi Abraham 

Joshua Heschel. actively campaigned for the passage of new 

civil riohts legislation . Shortly before the ratification of 

the 1964 C1v11 rights bill . Albert Vorspan, then director of 

the Conmission on' Social Action of Reform Judaism. led a 

de l eoat ion of sixteen rabbis to St . August 1oe. Flori da--at . ) 
the request of the Rev . Or . Martin Luth,..e~ King Jr.--where the 
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. 
group was arrested, and spent a night 1n Jail, on account of 

their protest against segregation at Manson ' s Motor Lodge. 

C84J In another gesture of support for Blacks, during the 

surrmer of 1964 in PhiladelPhia, MississiPPi, two young. 

Jewish civil rights workers. Michael Schwerner and Andrew 

Goodman. gave the ir l ives in the battle aga inst segregation . 

[85) 

Despite such tremendous sacrifices , Black 

interpretations of Jewish support for civil rights were 

amb ivalent. On the one hand, Bl ack notables such as 

historian Frank Hercules and ci vi 1 rights act ivist Bayard 

Rustin warml Y Praised Jewish involvement in civil rights 

causes : said Hercu 1 es. "The inescapable fact is that • if 

black People in Amer ica are able now, for the first time, to 

pose a formidable threat to the Angl-o-Saxon establ ishment. 

this i s due, in considerable measure, to the tutelage and 

f ri endshi P of the Jews. " (86J Looking back , in 1974, on 

Jewish support of Blacks i n the struggle for civi 1 right s 

Rustin procla imed : 

The Jew himself feels a special obligation to 
do what he can to tielP other oppressed 
People .... In fact, many of the people who 
marched and much of the leadership that 
assisted Or. King and Mr. Randolph and me 1n 
the March on Washington Cin 19631 were 
Jewish . So, I believe there is an historic 
and Ph11osoPh1ca1 relationship between Jews 
and Blacks. C87J 

In contrast to these expressions of Pos i tive regard for 

Jew i sh part1c1Pat1on in the struggle for civil rights, writer 
r 

Imamu Baraka CLeroi Jones> and Black MlJslim leader Malcom x 

.. 
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have challenged this image . Baraka referred to Jewish 

martyrs Goodman and Schwerner as •artifacts• and "Paintings 

on the wa 11, " who were exceptions to the Jewish norm. [ 88 J 

Malcom X said of Jewish attraction to the civil right s 

movement: "America 's five and a half million Jews look at i t 

al l very pr act i ca 11 y. Whether they know 1 t or not. a 11 of 

that bigotry and hat red focused on the black man keeps off 

the Jew a lot of heat that would be on him otherwise. · [89J 

Regarding Jewish involvement 1n the civil rights 

movement of the 1950s and 1960s. Bl eek perspectives were 

clearl y not consistent . Black moderates like Rust i n and King 

appreciated Jewish helP . Black militants such as Baraka and 

Malcom X den i grated th is same Jewish input. American Blacks 

have al ways spoken from a variety of perspectives on the 

subJects of Jews and Juda ism; Black perspectives on Jewish 

contributions to the civ il rights movement were no exception 

to the rule . 

Taken together the data presented here suggests several 

significant conclusions regarding Black-Jewish relations 1 n 

the United States from 1915-1966. 

1. The struggle for survival in the South did not fo~ter 

the k1nd of competition between Blacks and Jews for housing, 

employment, and upwar"d mobi 1 itY as that wh ich took Place 1n 

the Nor"th from 1915-1966. Factors such as a closed class 

hierar"ChY, limited freedoms of speech and movement for 
' Blacks, and fear of lynching ali may have contributed to the 

maintenance of a socially re trictive status quo 1n the 

South . To some extent, .'for these reasons, alliances between 

.. 
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Southern Blacks and Jews had -to be 1 imited in scope and 

nature. 

2. In the North, b>' contrast. greater contact. a 1 ong 

with societal flux, Provided opportunities both for rivalry 

and appreciative cooperation between Northern Blacks and 

Jews . 

3. Blacks identified with Jews as an oppressed people. 

Like the Jews, African-Americans engaged in a fierce struggle 

to survive and , despite hostile opposition, to reap the 

rewards of freedom . 

4. Bl eeks were al so inc 1 i ned to v1 ew Jews as having 

already achieved the successes which they themselves had not 

yet experienced . They tended to see Jews not only as 

successful in the White world but also as unequal partners in 

Black-Jewish relations, for the latter seemed to benefit from 

them more often. 

5. As part of defining their identity within the 
\ 

American cultural and societal framework, African-Americans 

have tended to become increasingly wary of outsiders . They 

have been suspicious of those whom they felt Posed a threat 

to their accomplishment of equal rights and status. 

6. During times of c;onf11ct, Ameriean Jews have been 

pr1me targets for Black mistrust. At such times, even 

Previously harmonious relations gave way to tensions 

resulting from divergent self-intere~ts. 

Contemporary Black-Jewish Relations in America# 1967-

1987: A Brief Rev~ . 
/"i 
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Black Jewish relat ions in America from 1967-1987 

remained ambivalent. Three broad themes involving Blacks and 

Jews were given extensive coverage in the African-Ameri can 

and Jewish press during this period: Cl> Black ant i-Semitism 

and Jewish Racism, <2> Israel and the Middle East, and C3> 

Quotas and Affirmative Action. Black and Jewish Perspectives 

on these issues were multi - faceted. 

Several si gnif icant factors influenced Black and Jewish 

responses to these three topics . First. religion. a factor 

which , at times, mitigated against Prejud ice but at other 

times was used to 1 nduce hatred. In January of 1968, B 1 ack 

Christian mi nister Martin Luther King Jr. noted that the SCLC 

CSouthern Christian Leadersh ip Conference>--which Dr . King 

headed--had "expressly, frequentl y, and vigorously denounced 

anti-Semitism.· and Or. King added , ·r will continue to 

OPPose it , [anti-Semitism] because it is irrrnoral and self­

destructive .· [90J However. during the surrrner of 1984, Black 

Muslim minister and Nation of Islam leader Louis Farrakhan 

called Judaism · a gutter religion.· a statement wh ich 

provoked much Jewish ire. [91J Yet, shortly after Farrakhan 

made his anti -Semitic remarks. leaders of s different Black 

Musl 1m group , War1th Deen Muharrrnad and former heavy-weioht 

boxing champion Muhanrnad Al1 of the American Muslim Mission. 

co~demed Farrakhan's anti-Semitism. C92l Jesse Jackson, a 

Black Christian minister and candidate for the democratic 

Presidential nomination 1n 1984. also denounced Farrakhan ' s 
/"'.. ,. 

anti-Semitic statements~ and in a public break with the 
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Nation of Islam leader, Jackson described Farrakhan's slurs 

against Judaism as ·reprehensible and morally indefensible. · 

(93] 

Speaking 1n 1980 at a meeting convened bY and for Jews 

to discuss Jewish attitudes toward Blacks, Rabbi Murray 

Saltzman of Baltimore Hebrew Congregation, then member of the 

U.S. Civ11 Rights Corrmission, declared that "human dignity 

and Justice must prevai 1. not Just for Jews but for all 

People.M (94] Others, however, invoked Judaism on behalf of 

Jewish self-interest. From the evidence available, it would 

be difficult to support a claim one way or the other 

regarding the influence of Judaism on Jewish PreJudice toward 

Blacks . 

Conflicting Political and cultural ideologies were the 

second factor influencing Black-Jewish perspectives. Black 

militants condemned Israel and the Zionist movement: Stokely 

Carmichael. one such anti-Zionist African-American, claimed 

in the late 1960s that he was •prepared to fight for Egypt " 

against Israel in a Middle Eastern war. (95] According to a 

report from .I.be Baltimore Jewish Times in 1968, there were 

some Jews who felt Israel was then in a position to take care 

of it se l f and that prob 1 ems 1 n the United States were more 

pressing than those in the Middle East. Other Jews, who 

belonged to the •New Left, • were not seriously disturbed by 

Carm1chael 's ant1-Z1on1st remarks: they viewed the whole 
. 

Black Power movement simply as a develoPmental stage in the 

Process of ·e1ack emancipat i on Jus\ }11ke Jewish emancipation 

years ago in Israel.· C96J , .... 
, I 
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Black and Jewish moderates disagreed. In the late 

1970s, Andrew Young expressed his suPPort for Israel, even 

after he was forced to resign as representative to the United 

Nations after breaking United States policy by speaking with 

the Palestinian Liberation Organization ' s U.N. observer . 

However, Young did reserve the right to speak out against 

Israeli actions when he deemed it necessary. (971 Some Afro­

American moderates like Bayard Rustin have been consistently 

sympathetic to Israel. Rustin along with Black l abor leader 

A. Phil iP Randol Ph and Roy Wilkins, a Black civil rights 

advocate who was serving as the executive di rector of the 

NAACP CNat i ona 1 Assoc i at 1 on for the Advancement of Co 1 ored 

People), formed BASIC CBlack Americans To Support Israel> in 

the mid-1970s as a sign of Black identification with the 

Jewish democracy in the Middle East. (981 Rabbi Andrew 

Baker ' s fiery defense of Israel in response to Manning 

Marable 's 1986 editorial carried by Ihe Baltimore Afro­

Amer1can was indicative of Israel's significance from a 

moderate Jewish perspective. Rabbi Baker adamantly defended 

Israel against Marable's accusations Which included the 

charge of corrupt collaboration with White South Africa at 

Black South African expense. C99J 

Economics 1s a third key factor affecting Black-Jewish 

relations. especially in the cont1nu1no debate over quotas 

and affirmative action . As far back as the Harlem Hospital 

controversy 1n the late 1920s and the early 1930s, Blacks and 

Jews have been competing with. ~ach other 1n the Job market. 
r-.. 

Since the late 1940s wnen Howard University, a Southern Black 

.. 
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college. started to curtail Jewish enrollment. Blacks and 

Jews have competed for educational opportunities as wel l. 

During the 1970s. Defunis ::1....... Odeaaard, I.be Reaents Qf. 1h.e 

University Qf. Caljfornia ':J..... Bakke. and Weber ~ Kaiser 

Aluminum and Chemical CQ..., were lawsuits that h1oh11ghted the 

econom1 c 1nequa1 it i es 1 n American soc 1 etY as we 11 as the 

actua l and potent i a l i mPed iments to career advancement t hat 

threatened Blacks and Jews. The first two lega l battles were 

fought against universities with rac i a 11 y based group 

Preference admissions pol1c1es. Lit i gation was conducted on 

behalf of students who demanded admi ss1 on to Professi ona 1 

schools based on i nd ivi dua l merit . In the third lawsuit, 

Brian Weber went to court claimi ng that his seniority on the 

Job ent itled him to Promotion over those who were advanced 

because of a racial quota . 

Each lawsuit turned out differentl y. OeFun1s ' case was 

declared · moot · because the court that ; ni ti all y heard h; s 

case had already admitted him to law school , and by the time 

the case made its way to the Supreme Court he was about to 

graduate . Bakke was admitted to medical school on the 

grounds that he was considered a victim of •reverse 

discrimination .• Nevertheless. the Supreme Court maintained 

1n the Bakke decision that preferential treatment. as a 

criterion for admissi ons of mi nority group victims of 

discrimination, was still acceptable . C100l As for Weber. he 

lost his case completely. 

BY the 1980s, three basic perspectj1 ves characterized the 
r-.. 

American Public ' s thoughts on &uotas end affirmative act i on . 
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First, many Blacks favored affirmative action programs 

whether or not they employed quotas. Ethel Payne expressed 

this attitude when in her 1982 column carried bY the 

Baltimore Afro-American she remarked, "Even I who have been 

more fortunate than the woman head of a household struggling 

to hold her family together, have wished many times that 

there were some quotas or goals that would have allowed me to 

have more access to equal opportunity," [101J Second, there 

were those, mostly Whites, like John Bunzel of Stanford 

universitY 1 s Hoover Institution who expressed the opinion 

that individuals "should not receive special benefits or 

burdens because of their race." [102J Finally, according to 

HYman Bookbinder, Washington Representative of the Ameri en 

Jewish Committee in 1986, there was a significant segment of 

the Jewish community which bY the mid-1980s--despite its 

steadfast opposition to numerical quotas--backed affirmative 

action programs with the goal of delivering equal education 

and career opportunities to needy minorities. [103J 

Black-Jewish relations in America from 1967-1987 have 

echoed Past pat terns of amb i va 1 ence. In the chapters that 

follow, the three. central themes of (1) Black anti-Semitism 

and Jewish Racism, C2) Israel and the Middle East, and C3) 

Quotas and Affirmative action, will be explored in greater 

dePth. As we shall see, at no time did Blacks and Jews 

interact without some degree of tension--and feelings of 

ambivalence. 

I .. , 
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CHAPTER ONE 

Black Anti-Semitism and Jewish Racism 

During the years Just Preceding World War I, and 

especially thereafter, exchanges between American Bl acks and 

Jews became increasingly frequent . Black migration away from 

a hostile South to the urban centers of the North and Jewish 

flight from European persecut ion--to a number of the same 

Northern American cities in which Southern Blacks had taken 

refuge--were developments which hel ped account fo r 1ncreaseo 

contact between the two groups . Greater exposure to one 

another revealed no lack of preJudice on both sides. For 

examPl e, in 1.902 Dr. Fe 1 ix Adler . who Pioneered the Et hi ca 1 

Culture Movement in New York. made the following preJudi ci al 

remarks about Blacks: 

The negroes are a child race .. .. They have the 
recklessness, the carelessness, the imPa­
t1ence 1n industry, the lack of providence , 
the sudden ousts of emotion, of children. (lJ 

Adler opposed segregation and chamPioned liberal views , but 

his paternalist i c remarks won him no favor from Bl ack 

associates. C2J 

Marcus Garvey, a Black from Jama1ca who founded an 

organization called the Universal Negro Improvement 

Assoc1ation and led a Black nationalist movement calling for 

a ·return of American Blacks to Africa, provides a Bl ack 

counterpoint to Adler's preJu~ cial perspective. Noting the 
.} 

sad state of Jewish Jtf.fai rs 1 n Nazi Germany during the 

1930 ' s, Garvey was unsympathetic : 



(!tJ has been brought on by themselves 1n 
that their particular method of living is 
1ncons1stent w1th the broader principles that 
go to make all people homogeneous. The Jews 
like money . They have always been after 
money. They want noth ing else but money. (3J 
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During the ensuing decades. a vari ety of other preJudiced 

voices were raised. A follower of Garvey's, Arthur L. Reid, 

who helped to establish the Harlem Labor Union Inc. and, like 

his mentor. advocated bolster ing Black economic Power through 

· buyi ng Black· --directed ant i -Semitic accusations at Jews he 

felt were guilty of exploiting Bl acks. (4) Along the same 

lines, during the mid-1930 ' s Sufi Abdul Hamid <Eugene Brown>. 

leader of the Negro Industrial Clerical All iance. spearheaded 

a dri ve 1n Harlem against Wh ite merchants . His anti -Semitic 

harangues were aimed at the Jewish store owners who occupied 

much of Harlem ' s merchant class. Many in New York ' s Jewish 

conwnunitY deeply resented these utterances; consequently, 

Sufi became known as the · 01ack Hitler·. (SJ 

In the 1940's. Carlos Cooks, another Black who adhered 

to the Pr1nc1Ples espoused by Garvey, Praised AdolPh Hitler, 

specifically in order to foment anti-Jewish sentiment in 

Harlem: · what he 's trying to do. we're trying to do.· said 

Cooks. C6J BY the 1950's and 60 's , PreJud i cial att i tudes 

i nvo 1 v 1 ng B 1 eeks and Jews had by no means di sappeared • A 

troubled Jewish voice that confirmed this reality belonged to 

Norman Podhoretz. editor of ConmentarY magazine, who shared 

his ant>ivalent feel 1ngs towa~d Blacks with readers in an 
,..J 

article entitled ·My NE;,S~o Problem--And ours·: 

... 



• 

The hatred I still feel for Negroes is the 
hardest of all the old feelings to face or 
admit, and it is the most hidden and the most 
overlarded [sicl by the conscious attitudes 
into which I have succeeded in willing 
mYSelf . . .. I did not know when I was a child, 
that power is on mY side, that the Police ere 
working for me and not for them . And knowing 
this I feel ashamed and guilty, like the good 
liberal I have grown UP to be . (7J 
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Podhoretz' s conflicted feelings afford the opportun i t y t o 

note that, all along, other voices from both the Black and 

the Jewish conrnun i ties have authoritatively denounced raci al 

and religious PreJudice . A great de~l of ambivalence has 

been manifested on both s i des . 

Over the years preceding 1967, no single voice spoke for 

either the Black or the Jewish conrnunities in their ent i rety, 

Black anti-Semi t i sm and Jew i sh rac i sm have maintained a Place 

in the broad spectrum of attitudes held by these conrnunities 

toward each other; yet, it surely cannot be said that they 

have predominated . For examPle, the followi ng upbeat 
. 

response of the Yiddish press to a perceived positive trend 

among Blacks i n the early 1920 ' s is indicative of the more 

than uni di mensi onal relations that have existed between 

Blacks and Jews right UP to the current period: 

They are turning to us with more hope than to 
any other workers' organizations because the 
Jews can sYmPathize and empathize more with 
them. That which tne ·Neoroes suffer in 
Ameri ca. the Jews in many parts of Europe are 
now suffering in a more massive degree. Many 
of us ourselves were OPPressed in Old Russia 
as the Negroes are in (f ree America. We can 
understand them better..:land therefore we sound 
their appeal wiJ'ei and quickly . C8l 

On st111 another positive note, Bayard Rustin, a leader in 

• 
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the Black community who along w1th A. Philip Rando1Ph 

organized a maJor civil rights march on Washington in 1963. 

offered high Praise for Jewish Participation in the civ il 

rights struggle . Both he and Randolph had expressed their 

distaste for anti-Semitic material they encountered in the 

, 960 IS • [9) 

As the careful reader examines the series of newsPaPer 

articles that follow on Black and Jewish PreJudice. he or she 

will want to answer three critical questions : 

1. Who speaks in each article for the Black and the 

Jewish communities? 

2 . What factors contribute to Black anti-Semitism and / or 

Jewish PreJudice against Blacks? 

3. How significant a Part does PreJudice Play in 

contemporary Black-Jewish relations? 

From Whose Perspective 7 

A wide range of voices in the Black and the Jew ish 

communities found expression on the pages of the four 

newspapers under study from 1967-73. In February of 1967. 

sever a 1 months before the S; x Day War. I.he Ch 1 cago Pa 1 1 Y 

Defender Cone of only two Black daily newspapers 1n Amer ica 

at the t1mel boldly editorialized that •there is no organized 

ant1-Sem1t1sm among Negroes.· (lOJ Half a year later--

shortly after the war--columnist Robert Segal disagreed. In 

the September 28, 1967 1s~ue of Cincinnati ' s American 
J 

Israelite he wrote the"..,fo 11 owing about the perce1 ved anti -,.. 
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Semitism of the SNCC CStudent Non-Violent Coordinating 

Committee> leadership: 

To say that SNICK CSNCC> leadershiP now 
represents an infinitesimal slice of Negro 
opinion is to delude ourselves. The gasoline 
is on fire and the flames are hungry . [11J 

What was the SNCC and whom did it represent? In an 

effort t o ensure the non-violent nature of civil rights 

demonstrations , Martin Luther King, Jr. sought the 

establishment of an organization dedicated to peaceful 

Protest . In 1960. Black and white students from the South 

fo 11 owed Dr . King• s bi dd1 ng and organized the Student Non-

Violent Coordinating Committee CSNCC>. At f irst, Jewish 

backing was freely given to the new bodY ; however, as time 

went on and SNCC became increasingly militant Jewish support 

was withdrawn . After the Six Day War, SNCC did not hesitate 

to express anti-Zionist attitudes. By 1969, the Committee no 

1 onoer advocated non-violence; accord; ng 1 y, 1 t changed i ts 

name to reflect its new outlook: it became the Student 

National Coordinating Committee. [12J 

An article written for the Baltjmore Jewish Times in 

1968 bY columnist Milton Friedman noted that while on tha one 

hand Martin Luther King, Jr . was marching on Washington with 

an interfaith and interracial solidarity Platform, Black 

Power militants were continuing to promote anti-Semitism. 

C 13J Floyd McK i ssick , 1 eader of CORE <Congress of Racial 

Equality) established in 1942 by James Farmer to actively 

further the cause of civi l r1Qt\,ts, proclaimed that same year 

that his organ1zat1on ·~as not anti-Semitic; indeed, he 
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stressed the emPathy that Bl•acks felt for Jews as fellow 

sufferers. (14) Some have disputed the CORE leader's claims 

that h1s organization was free of anti-Semitic feeling, for 

by the mid-1960's the organization had shifted toward a 

militant. Black nationalist Perspective no 1onger in favor of 

i ntegrat 1 on; 1 nstead. under Mckissick, CORE 1 eaned he av; 1 y 

toward racial separation . [15J 

In contrast to Mckissick's denial of anti-Semitism. j~st 

one month after his statement. the Israelite reported that 

the ·s1ackman's Volunteer Army of Liberation "--an anti­

Semitic, Paramilitary group headed by ·colonel " Hassan Jeru­

Ahmed CAlbert Roy Osborne > [ 16J-- was unabashedly engaged in 

distributing anti-Zionist handbills in the Washington D.C . 

area. [ 17 J Cincinnati • s Herald <one of the Black weekly 

newspapers under study) carried an article in 1970 which 

exposed another Black organization--the Black Panthers--as 

anti-Semitic. For the Panthers. an anti-white organization 

created in 1966 by Huey P. Newton and Bobby Seale , violent 

revolution was thought of as the Preferred manner of 

introducing change. [ 1 BJ According to the report in the 

article, the AJC <American Jewish Cormiittee), a body set UP 

in 1906 for the advocacy of civil and religious rights, 

charged the Panthers with being anti-Semitic on account of 

their consistent anti-Zionist and anti-Israel stance. (19J 

Along s1m11ar 11nes, in 1972 the Herald sunrnarized the 

contents of an AJC report which descri bed the Black Muslims 

as ant1-Sem1t1c . Headed, 1n 1972, by EliJah f'\Jhanmed <Robert 
..., 

Poole> who referred to himself as the1 ·Messenger of Allah,· 
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the Black Muslims formed their movement back in 1913 . They 

identified wi th the Arabs religiously . Psychologi ca l ly, they 

too resented the Whites of the West. Israel was a prime 

target of their di saffection; yet , they also expressed the i r 

anti-Jew i sh fee l ings toward Jews i n Ameri ca . C20J 

Furthermore. the African-Ameri can Teachers Associat i on 

<ATA> denied the validity of the charge made in 1972 by the 

AOL <Anti - Defamation League of the B · na1 B' r1 th >--a Jewish 

defence organization i nvolved in c ivil rights advocacy since 

the late 1940 ' s l21J--of using publ i c funds from the 

Department of Health, Education, and Welfare t o promote anti-

Semitism. A careful read i ng of t his Ba l t imore Jewjsh Times 

article l eaves room for debate regarding t he attitudes he l d 

by Al bert Vann who was president of the organ i zat i on in 1972. 

When questioned bY the JTA <Jew i sh Telegraphi c Agency ) , Vann 

reacted amb i guous l y to quotations which, during the late 

t960' s, either appeared in ATA publications or were made by 

ATA officials end included references t o Jews as · exploiters· 

of Blacks, ·despicable Jew boYs. · Israeli ·1mperialism, · and 

Hitler ' s failure to •make enouoh lampshades out of • Jews. 

[22) 

Unlike Albert Vann. other i1T1Portant members of the Black 

conwnunitY were decisive in their opposition to anti - Semitism . 

Notably, in this regard, civil rights leader Bayard Rust in ' s 

Perspective on Black anti-Semitism, which he shared at the 

Haddasah Jewish won)Em ' s 58th annual national convention i n 

t 972, 1nvo1 ved a reJec t 1 on of those groups wh 1 ch espoused 

such a PreJudicial approach toward Jews. The ·editor of the _,, 
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Baltimore Afro-American who Pr~nted Mr. Rustin 's words was in 

agreement w1 th the c1vi1 r1 ghts leader's assessment of the 

Phenomenon of Black ant1-Sem1t1sm. [23J 

At the close of 1972, K1v1e Kaplan, a Prominent and 

1nfl uentia1 Jew, who was then national president of the 

NAACP--an organization founded in 1910 and dedicated to 

bi rac i a 1 Part i c i Pat ion 1 n the struggle for comPl ete rac i a 1 

equality--warned against anti-Black preJudice among Jews . 

Kaplan, like Rustin, maintained a positive outlook with 

regard to Black perspectives on Jews. [24J Writing in the 

month preceeding the outbreak of the Yorn KiPPUr War, MarJorie 

Parham, Ceditor of the C1ncinnat1 Herald> Joined Rustin and 

Kap 1 an in her condemnation of the mil i tent voices in the 

Black community who espoused anti-Semitism. She, like other 

moderates in the Black and the Jewish conrnunities cal led for 

unity despite the extremist remarks wh ich emanated from 

militant mouths. [25J 

From 1974-1980, the same kind of diversity of 

Perspective could be found in the Black and the Jewish 

conrnunit 1 es with regard to Bl eek ant i-Sem1 t1 sm and Jewish 

preJudice against Blacks. On the one hand, Rabb i J . David 

Bleich dec lared 1n 1976 that: ·rhe Torah does not countenance 

discrimination against converts: nor doe~ 1t tolerate 

discrimination among righteous proselytes on the basis of 

color.• C26J Yet, on the other hand, Coretta Scott King 

st i 11. fe 1 t 1 t necessary, on Yorn K 1 ppur afternoon in November 

of 1978, to remind a Jewish congregation that all th1ngs were 

not equal regarding the past ex.,er1ences of Blacks and Jews ...... 
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1 n America; consequently. she suggested more patience and 

understanding on the part of those listening to her . 

Nevertheless. Mrs. King's general outlook on Jewish 

interaction with Blacks was quite positive. (27J 

On yet another front, conflict occurred in 1978 on the 

campus of the University of Maryland, Baltimore County 

CUMBC >. Once again students were involved. An article 

distr i buted bY the college ' s Black Student Union paper 

sparked an uncomfortable controversy on campus. In the 

piece, Winston Collins, a Black UMBC student, accused Jews of 

ga1ning "economic, Political, and psychological control over 

the non-Jewish masses bY first labeling groups of people as 

anti-Sematic Cs1cJ ." Collins argued that "by crying anti­

Semite, ·Jews Justified the Zionist movement and took over Va 

previously occupied territory that theY would later call 

their homeland, Israel.• Collins also alleged that Jews 

controlled the presidency of the United States; that Israel. 

the U.S., and South Africa were engaged in a "triangular 

capitalistic monopoly [which) reveals the real power of th& 

Jews; and, furthermore, that all Jewish assistance given to 

Blacks in the civil rights movement was provided so that Jews 

could •gain and reap the benefits while blacks s teadily 

suffer the Policies of racism.· (281 

A Public meeting was held on May 15, 1978 on campus 

wherein many young Blacks and Jews Peacefully discussed the 

article and its ramifications . Said Quentin Watkins, 

chairman elect of the Black Student Union. about the meeting : 
<. 

•1t accomplished slot, like ~ne of those fairy tales where _,_ 
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they 1i ved haPPil y ever after. I don• t know if that ' s the 

case here, but the meeting was a start. · C29J However, no 

consensus was reached: six Black student senators walked out 

when a vote was to be held on labeling individual OPinions as 

Letters bl 1lle Editor if no supporti ng facts were Provided 

wi th the item. Consequently, the Jewish students who 

attended the meeting decided to file a complaint regarding 

Collins' article through the Judicial channels available on 

campus. When on May 23, 1978, a resolution condemning the 

Publicat i on of Collins ' article •Blacks and Jews" was put 

before the UMBC Senate--which was composed mostly of faculty 

with some student representation--it was voted down . (30J 

Black and Jewish opinions were similarly div ided on the 

Andrew Young affair; wherein, the former Ambassador to the 

U.N. resigned his post after having breached a U.S. 

convnitment not to deal with the PLO until that group 

acknowledged Israel ' s right to exist. Elsa C. Elkin ' s letter 

to the Baltjmore Jewjsh Times in August of 1979 is of special 

note 1 n that she voiced a break with what she regarded as 

Jewish leadership's ·w1mpy• approach to the anti-Semitic 

back lash of Rev. Young's resignation. Referring to Jewish 

Professionals as •Jewish Unc le Toms• who feared for their 

Jobs as Mbrokers between the Jewish and Bla~k conmunities, • 

Elkin called upon concerned Jews, like herself, to stand UP 

against the •abuse and scorn that Andrew Young has unleashed • 

upon the Jewish conwnunity. C31J 

Thomas C. McNeil's letter to the Afro-AIDer1can in 1980 
c, 

speaks of his resentment ov~ Moshe Oayan's apparently 
,• ... 
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preJudicial remarks against Blacks. (32J Expressing concern 

about Jewish PreJud1ce against Blacks 1n 1980, S~muel 

Rabinove, then the head of the AJC's national discrimination 

division. urged a Baltimore gathering of Jews to deal 

honestly and openly with the problem. C33J 

Finally, the years from 1981-1987 also revealed 

ambivalence concerning Black and Jewish perspectives on each 

other. For example, while running for the democratic 

presidential nomination in 1984, Jesse Jackson refered to 

Jews as ·Hymies". However, in the March 3. 1984 edition of 

the Afro-Amerjcan a report details Jackson's denial of anti­

semitism and his apology to the nation's Jewish corrmunity 

before members of Temple Adath Yeshurun in Manchester. N.H .. 

C34l Another Black leader and supporter of Jackson ' s 

campaign, Mayor Kenneth Gibson of Newark, N.J., on March 8, 

1984 readily rejected Jackson's offensive remarks about Jews. 

(35J Yet, despite Jackson's corrments, which were offensive 

to many Jews. it must be noted that the Jewish conmunitY was 

not united in its perspective on him. Ethel Payne, a 

columnist for the Afro-Alnerican reports on Jewish support for 

Rev. Jackson in her May 5, 1984 editorial. C36l 

Furthermore, 1t should be added that Jackson. during the 

surrmer of 1984, made a public break 11ith Minister Louis 

Farrakhan. C37l Jackson was not alone 1n his reJection of 

Farrakhan's ant1-Semit1c me~sage of hate. Warith Deen 

<Wallace> f'l.Jhanmad, Black "-.ls11m leader of the American 
( 

f'l.Js11m M1ss1on Cf.ormerl>- th Nation of Islam> and son of 
... ') 

E 11 Jah f'l.lhanwnad, a 1 so condemned Far'rakhan' s ant f-Sem1t1 c 
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invect ive. After h~ s father ' s death, War1th Deen was 

respons i ble for softening the Black Musl im' s att i tude toward 

whites and allowing for cooperation between the races . [38J 

In 1985, a Baltimore coal i tion of Blacks and Jews, cal l ed the 

BLEWS. worked together to respond to Farrakhan ' s ant i ­

semitism. [39J Farrakhan had in the late 1970' s started hi s 

own Mus lim religious group based on EliJah Muhammad 's Black 

separat i st and anti -White perspectives. [40J 

Two more aPo 1 ogi es took Pl ace in 1987. In APri 1 • Ben 

Ami Carter <Ben Carter>. leader of the Black Hebrews, 

apolog i zed from Jerusalem for the anti - Semi ti c Propaganda set 

forth by those under hi s leadershi p, saying : 

. 
· All my anti-Semitic and anti-Israel remarks 
were not our real Philosophy, They are onl y 
rhetoric and tactics. They were wrong ." [41J 

Carter' s group--who were formerl y Af ri can-Amer icans--made its 

way to Israel i n 1969 . Black Hebrews may have existed in the 

U.S. even prior to the turn of the 20th century. They claim 
' 

to be the descendents of the ancient Israelites whom they say 

were Black . [42J One month after Carter's confess ion ; n 

1987, Mike Wallace, a well known Jewi sh television reporte~ • . 
apologized before students at the University of Michigan fo r 

•some thoughtless, arguably racist remarks• that he had made 

several years ago while preparing for his television show ·so 
Minutes•. [43J 

. What does the data suggest we recognize about . the 

composition of the Black and ~wish conm.mities? Clearly, 

Blacks and Jews do no speak with a single voi ce when ,.. 

• 
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expressing their Perspectives on each other. From 1967-1987. 

there have been Blacks and Jews who have greatly downplayed 

the existence of Black anti-Semitism and Jewish racism. 

During this same time period. other members of the Black and 

Jewish corrmunities have exh i bited these hateful attitudes. 

not only in their speech. but through their actions as well . 

Along with these approaches. a third response has entailed 

the recognition by various Blacks and Jews that the Phenomena 

of Black anti-Semitism and Jewish racism do exist and Pose a 

danger to healthy relations between the two corrmunities; 

consequently. this latter group warns against allowing 

preJudice to interfere with the potential for posit ive 

cooperation. 

Contributing Factors 

Religion cannot be entirely ruled out as a factor wh ich 

has contributed to Black anti-Semitism and Jewish racism from 

1967-1987. In a 1967 editorial carried by the Amer jcan 

Israelite. James BalDwin is quoted as attributing Black anti ­

semitism to Jewish assimilation: 

.•. the most ironical thing about Negro anti­
Sem1tism is that the Negro is really 
condemning the Jew for having become an 
American white man--foc having become. in 
effect. a Christian. - C44l 

$. 

From a Jewish pers~~ct1ve~ 1t would appear that Jewish 
' 

preJudice against Blacks was not viewed positively. For 

example. Rabbi Murray Saltzman of Baltimore dec1ared in the 
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winter of 1980 at a forum on Jewish attitudes toward Blacks 

that ·Human dignity and justice must Prevail, not Just for 
.,. 

Jews but for all People .• (45J Yet, there were those Jews 

who in the name of Judaism sought personal gain . An argument 

one way or the other regardi ng the influence of Judaism on 

Jewish PreJudice toward Blacks cannot be sat i sfactorily based 

on the facts available. 

On the other hand, Louis Farrakhan, leader of the 

reconstituted Nation of Islam, espouses a sectarian brand of 

religious hatred directed at the Jewish people . C46J 

Farrakhan 's statements on Jews and Judaism, however, are not 

representative of all Black Mus lims. C47J Neither does James 

Baldwin 's assessment of Black anti-Semit i sm speak for a 11 

Black Christians: the following remarks by Black Christian 

minister Sidney Daniel s illustrate this: 

From a Christian perspect ive, there is no 
room for hatred . Blacks have been victims of 
it and so have Jews . (48J 

Finally, the reader wi ll recall Ben-Amni Carter's claim that 

his anti-Semitic statements were: • .. . not our real 

Philosophy, • They were Just •rhetoric and tactics .• (49J 

Economics has also Played a tremendous Part in shaping 

Jewish and Black attitudes. Charges of economic exploitation 

of Blacks by Jews have been raised in a number of articles . . 
Conrnenting on Black dissatisfaction with Jewish businessmen 

. 
who kept shop in Black ghettos. Ille Chicago Defender 

maintained that Jews •do their best to s~t1sfy the wants and 

needs of their Negro customers; tna relationship breaks down 

• 
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when the Negro buyer is unable to live UP to the terms of his 

commitment . N [ 50 J However, B 1 ack extremists 1 n Washington 

D.C . ·s inner c1tY during the late 1960 ' s spoke angrily of 

•Jew stores,• and one such Black militant declared at a 

Public hearing on urban renewal that "no one Puts the touch 

on the black man like the Jews with their 3001 interest ." 

[ 51] Yet, B 1 ack 1 eaders such as SCLC CSouthern Christi an 

LeadershiP Conference > president Martin Luther King Jr. and 

CORE CCongress of Racial Equality ) national director Floyd 

McKissick indicated that resentment towards the Jewish people 

on the part of Blacks was. for the most Part , limited to 

slumlords and other such •marginal business entrepreneurs ·; 

Blacks, these leaders stressed, did not condemn the Jewish 

conrnun1tY as a whole. [52J Between .1.9.6Z and .lJU3. th.is seems 

to have been a maJor focus of tensions between the two 

groups. Later. the economic conflict shifted to the realm of 

quotas and affirmative action . 

Po 1it ica1 factors have a 1 so fostered misunderstanding 

and preJudice. At least two insightful •myth bashingM 

articles emphasize that the Ocean Hill-Brownsville struggle-­

a conflict 1n New York during the fall of 1968 between the 

Black conrnunitY and the teacher's union over conrnunitY 

control of the schools--was perhaps mistakenly understood as 

en exhibition of Black anti-Semitism. Each of these articles 

suggests that tt)e true confrontation, on both the economic 

end POl 1t1cal fronts, was not between Blac:;_ks and Jews but 
~ between Blacks and Whites fighting O~f!r conmunity control of 

Black neighborhoods. C53J 

I • 
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With Andy Young • s ouster as Ambassador to the United 

Nations, Zion1sm--wh1ch had already been viewed as a maJor 

factor in Black anti-Semitism--became all the more 

pronounced. To be sure, Black identification with the Arab 

world may have been a means of lashing out at White racism 

using anti-Semitism as a tool. Ellen Willis suggests this 

possibility in her article for the Jewish Times entitled I.be 

~ .Qf the Powerful Jew. [54J In the 1980 ' s, Louis 

Farrakhan and Ben Arrrni Carter each unleashed a combined 

assault of anti-Zionist and anti-Semitic Propaganda as part 

of their rhetori c, perhaps for the s~me reason. 

Significance 

Kivie Kaplan warned, in 1972, that Black anti-semitism 

and Jewish racism--were on the increase . Yet, he also 

attempted to 

representatives 

persuade Israeli 

of America · s Jewish 

exaggerate Black anti-Semitism. [55J 

leaders and maJor 

conmuni ty not to 

Throughout the period 

under study, various articles have addressed the quest i on of 

how widespread the Phenomenon has been. Most analysts agree 

that Black anti-Semitism is generally an extremist 

Phenomenon. Jews, however, attach great significance to the 

Problem when it occurs. They, along with many mainstream 

Blacks, have viewed Black anti-Semitism as an infectious 

virus which needs to be kept 1 check. 

How significant ~ Jew sh preJudice against Blacks 

been? Has the Phenomenon s1tTPlY been a response to a 

• 
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perceived threat; or. has it been more deepl y ingrained? 

These questions are extremely difficult to answer. Gary 

Rosenblatt's article entit led Jewjsh Attitudes Towards Blacks 

touches on the problem. but as Rosenblatt notes there has 

been a hesitancy to discuss some of the more Pointed 

quest ions on this matter . Conrad Nathan. the executive 

di rector of Ba l timore ' s Jewish Bi g Brother and Big Sister 

League in 1980 and a part i cipant at a Jewish forum on Black­

Jewish relations that Rosenblatt reported on for hi s artic le. 

suggested at the sessi on--Whi ch was closed to Bl acks--that 

the feel i ngs of Blacks and Jews toward each other part ly 

stem from a cl ass struggle for Power in soc iety . (56) 

One college student attending UMBC CUniversity of 

Mary 1 and, Baltimore County) 1 n 1978 prov i ded a noteworthy 

response to the Phenomenon of Jewish exploitation of Blacks 

saying : 

You can ' t Put a ll Jews in one catagory. Jews 
are Just like everybody else . Some are good 
and some are bad . (57) 

Looking at Black anti-Semitism and Jewish racism it is 

tempting to lump all Blacks and Jews into one narrow category 

or another. Recognizing this tendency, one more attitude 

expressed in the newspapers. over the years under s tudy , 

requires consideration . Members of the Black and Jewish 

conrnunities have each stressed empathy for each other's 

struggle. While militant voices within the Black colMlunitY 
• .J 

have expressed resentm~,nt at the perceived success and 

acceptance of Jews by White America. other moderate voices 



} 
-54-

have noted that Blacks and Jews are each still vulnerable and 

continue to have enough in conman to make working together a 

useful endeavor for both. 

• J 



Unified Negro-Anti-Semitism 
Does Not Exist, Paper Says 

C HICAGO 
C/TAI - The 
auc.aeo o.u, 
Derender, 
one or the 
01tlon 's two 
Ne1ro dally 
newspapers, 
llltt1.ed in Ill •. 'Nlm­
edllorill this wwk &bat . 
' 'there Is no orpnbed anti· 
Semitism 1monc Ne­
Uoff" IDd urpd &bat both 
Jews llld Nt(l'OIS HOid 
btcomlng ''OYU~erdsed 
1bo11t s11perficl1l Inter­
racial tricUom,." 

'nle .Sll«l&l - MMd on a 
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A Goal For Jews And Negroes 
al' .at. TOIO''l.IEDtllAH 

WASHINCOTON - 111•· '""""JI 
""'""'"' " 111 tr/I .,..1.,-1/u.., 
Jc·"*" wul /\',·1:r11c'A t Ult """ 
"orJ.. l11~·th1~r (tw "" 1~11 )ti\-

"' '° 
l'llF.S IO£i"T Johnoon llu 

m•d~ """ prc-d1cllon 11111 "'°"' rort nob art lnc•~labl«' 
Th(' 1• • ..-.l~tfll &aid, • wt nn'I 
~wn 11 - lie c•plain<d that Ille 
t.. .. 1 ,..,.,kl ti.· duM w1U1 IM 
"""ur<•'> ••·••lablc. bul M did 
""' - 111a1 aa)'thi111 could 
l'"'""ftl -'C lroublt' In lllt 
C'llt1 ... ltlft~ >UMllW"f. 

R~ln& l~ ~ ol lllt 
natlun, a Jowf•h ti.cltluh I• 
p~·t\J,•n1 lh1lunJ ii lk'> l hc- fear 
• nd lull~ ~'\·Mralcd by lul 
,,.ummrr·, \ wtf.ntt. A.C£.ravahnt: 
(~un wt'rt lht - _,.ll'KU· 
hoo• or Budt PowcT a1111&1111· 
lc5m lu&hli&hled b)I I rtw 11· 
lada on ~rwl Allhou111 IN 
ext"'miSI Ihnat elpCMdln& anli· 
Semitism spoilt ooly ror a lllly 
$tCmt r>I . lhc tlDOliOOll re­
•p<mk O!Mflt Jton Wal t..... 
mmdow 
~ dcplh and hltenaity ol 

Ille J<""" barklasll can nol )ti 
IM: ~ Jtwiab Olf'P"ID· 
lions cvn11nvt In Ult roc:dront 
o( nahoaal dn- for ftl..caOon. 
htallb.. _,, '-'ac. ..... di• 
oa. aad ant o-powrty .....,.1111 
Ytl lllt pp btt- J~ aad 
Nccl"DM llu widefw:od 10 a dt· 
croe lftroncc1v1blt In Ila 
Jc- ll~n UMlinrd 1 lcadlnc 
rolt 1n Ille " Mardi on WulltllC 
ion- !qi b) the Rn Manin · 
l..ulllc< KJna,Jr 

11£\'. IUHG In 

Apnl wtU l'tlU1'11 il' 10 Wull l naton 
... 11b a INl»I"" 

01111'9ICI' or - · noltnt o v1I d~ 
Obtd it'ft.C< lft 
wi ll br ine 200 
ir a intd or11n1. 
acrs Ctocn tt<b ol 

Ir paralr-" tlw nallonal capil&I 
w.UI •-.,ic }ldlltt" la rn. 
~,...., 

Tiie lhln-.lnc or A.tv. Kins b 
In um. of a -iu.-i111on dol· 
w tnSll procram b)I CoolftSI 
ID ~ )GI» &Dd a OWUlttd 
aaaual lacom•. Concreu b 
.__......, lbooll otbu lll.lllp.­
aDU.riol lqialaU011. erl- <'Dft· 
trol llwa..&lld ~cars. 

Rn. ICIAc tau ~ lo 
Jtwbll lelikn tMI U. - ­
ptoplo'a• d•••••ln lion ror 
jol» and 1- la laltr<allb 
aDd lnltr....aat. ' "" en bwl· 
ltd to plldl ienu ' taocltt lbt 
w .. 111.,, •• 110•11•••1 wllb 
Dlldtrprhllcct'd A-ric:a ... ' "' 
dlans. "'-r1o RlcaN. lllcdcaft· 
Amtr lcans. App1lachl1n 
Wh1t rA, •nd non°Ylo h•n' Nt"·· .,..,., ... 

. mt: DalOH.n'l.Ano~ IS 
no1 JYll ror - ~ ... -. ~ ,. 
• · auy.fa." io eo oo uolll Con. 
cttu relrau-r lbt troops 
cbarc• with b a yonth un­
lllNlMd, A rollowtr ol A.tv. 
Kida Aid lbt "QI)'@• will 
stparelt llil• parlor llberels 
rro. w ~hlcn-. Thia 
cauoo I ~ ol CONIC~ 
lion 1-a ta- wbo wanl lo 
htlp Ule poor bul att ftOI qu ilc 
...Sy to llrttcll oul In ~1 or 
lhtlll'lb. 

llUlilar)' 111Lbonl>C:6 art m&k· 

15 t'lllH. •nchtd · ·' 
in c - •me 1111 1 
11 .... o .. ~ 111n b to -~-1111. 

'"' .,._ Pftll9rl,lofts. ~ 
h talk or evur1blnc rrom 
~mlcal warfart i.tlallon. lu 
htllcopltr cunAlll .. A.ulbotiUe' 
fUr INI lllt IWllHIOltnl Rt• 
KIAc m11 nol be 1blt to cont.rot 
all dtmonl\nlors f'llllllCS m.I) 
lriwr i.Dddc.ou ID .wnpcdc 
l.lw -bs. It Is undtl"IWIClablt 
\llal l.lw Wblte Houat has or 
lkrl!d s&e .. laan ~ aaurt 
lllal W MlliaclDa dOCii ool bt· _ _..Sal&°"· 

A11 ln11 Ibis baclr.cround­
wilh Ult Bladt Po~r ca:lrtlft. 
llU ~lluia ror '"" blood or 
" wllltc-r"-111 lbt scholarly 
etolltmc-n or lbt A-flcan 
Jrw1tb Comm•lltt and lllr 
CHlk ladies ol Hada-h fond a 
platt ror lllt-1-· 

MllC'·h hi> h•1'1"'n<'ll " " "'' 111o 
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id)'llic amil)' of Jl'w1>11.sc:-i:rn 
bn•th<'Thood In Ill«! •nd ""~"'' 
quc:-nt (n:'C'<lom 11'1.>rchc:-• . Jr,..,. 
f011nd It almost impouiblr to 
iMnlilY with thr lP<'lrhud or 
Nccro art ivism. F:\•t-n X,•cr" 
modrr:at~ foll by 111 ..... ., ... ,~ .. 

AN 1i."1EllF.\l'Tll di.alocuc 
•1111 emll ._, raponsiblr 
leaden and illtell«tuals There 
are - coalKU In Ulc nu­
row -.nna ol U.. Nrw ~n 
and btlWttn Jrwilh and Nrtro 
hippie<. But Jcwub-:';c1111 n::..· 
lions. on a peoplr·to--peoplt 
lmis, batt all but collas-O­
ttflecthlc thr wldrr clnva~ 
betWttn Ille nation'• white and 
colored. 

Rallbl Jlkhard K.Ua:A,. ~ 
I« of Reform Judaism., Wash .. 
lncton lkli&ioui Action Crnlrr. 

• Is allo RCttlar}' of tM Citiirns' 
-cruade Aplmt Po~. tk u 

• ~ .....,.. 111 .....-.siblr 

Nt00 laden. ~ rabbi is 
otrivillc Lo keep lines or C'Oft>­
.... 111ca11on ~ Lo .ltt(P. ~ 
in proper perq•dhe. 

Rabbi Hil"k'h. like hundttds 
or olhrr rabbis, i• lrllinc Jrws 
Ole)' can 't abdicatr rupocuibll.· 

Jty for 90d&I Jtdlitt jun ~ 
OuH a handrul or Neero 
cran.U (SNCC) W.tt a bwed 
lland aplnst brae), 

ID Rabbi Hlnc:b's l'iew. Ulcre 
1re lr11 anti-Semites amon c 
Necroa Uwl In thr whiw com­
munity. Tills Is conlt'rmed b)· 
Anti-Defamation Lcacur stud­
ios. The r1bbl btlie.-es WI \hr 
b111111n rleht1 mo\'rment br­
IOQp Lo Jews as well u Nr­
~ffd. Lo all wboot re· 
Uclon and r1h~ L-rl human 
dilnil)'. .. •• - . 

IF AP&IL 1howrrs bnn~ 
llridta ud bu1leU Lo WulliJl&­
IOCI, •tttmc Jr .. may ftDd 
- ea<Uft ror abandanlnc thr 
N..,.a, Ractlonary """"'""""• 
would' -L morta to flabt 
llluma ~ad poverty could bt 
weall::nrd at the tlmr ol 
Cl'Ulat ftffd 

J c -· i~ h indi'"•d'loal• . mto~n, 
-.:•h1h'. r1.mt1nu'· tn hcot.'Cl Uwir 
Talmu\.I Tur .. h l\."NiOfl) 1lu,. u 
M't'n 1n lhr ~ct1on1 of Jt'6·1sh 
congl"l'Ss~n and al lhc har· 
int< nf thf' J'f'ro:tdrn t'J t'"'nmrnu·· 
'wn on t n ·11 Ou.ord1·n 

Kt'p U~nJom111 ft u.cntha l, 
l\e"· \'ork ~mottal. held spr­
ctal hrartfttj to in\flliptr the 
p~cticcs or food rtoru in low­
inromr ncichborhoods. There 
wrre many compla inu 1ha1 
chalt> ll«u llH tbelr 1o .. ·.1n. 
come outlets as dumpl111 
srounc1s ror mats Hd w~t· 
ables that arc ~1in11inc to 
1poll, cha11inc the umr pnces 
demanded for ftnh food In 
IMIUon.able auburbs. 

PSOP. DA\'ID Caplo\'ilt. or 
<.:olumbla lln1wrsil>"• Bureau 
of A~ ltekardl, tcsltt\ed 
btfatt thr PrHidral'1 Commis. 
lion on paaible lints btlwttn 
_ _.. uploiiation in lbr 
Nf'll"O Petl.o and riots. Hr 
&llktd 10 111any .. vicllrnw,d by 
UllSCnlpulous nw~hants . 
biller and ~nH\11 as 1 re 
sull." 

Hr described how merchants 
In Harlml alone Third Avenue 
and t25th Slrttl. cb.arae 1300 
for TV Ids that Wbolculc for 
$100, '"Tl\is." he A id, ,.ll thr 
priciJI& policy pre•-alrnl in our 
Ghrtl.o arus.'' 

At lrast t.o me J ~ ~·, ~re 
champion1 or lh~ C'On~umcr­
paalbly for mon- in number 
than SJ'ttdy 1ndl\·lduab or lhr 
11111e faith. 

Mml ),.,.._, _ ii 1m11/J u11-

/lii'Ur, M'Utll '" C'r#l/lrflJI~ for 
bmlllrrh•H."1 OflJ rconm11ic 
111•11twt11111t1r> .(or all. Tltr on­

S\o1'f 1/1/• .111111nirr '"'" h .. 
fit«nJ in ... , ... ,,,,., t•rnwr>S nm 
h.- ,.,,,,,.,,fiJ01rJ in />t'ocr • 
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CORE LEADER SAYS 

CORE NO ANTI-SEMITIC 
lllJ'. n..t11C•'*·-­

• 1~ 11 .. c-cr-11 

aldll ---~ .. dlnl...., ........... -......, __ ............ .. 
............ _.,.... ...- .. ·r·•., ...... ................ '­_____ ........ ... ....._........ ,... .......... ............ ................................. ..._ .. . .. ................................ 

a.-------~\'-,....... ......... ................. --· .,....._, __ ., .. u.-............. _.. .... .._... ..... ~ 
cnMmc7 ....... ...,.....,-. ................ . 

~ ..... - ... l'......U. lo Ola ........ ~...,.. .. _...__ .. 

........ - • lo ....... . .__ .. "'Mid ,._ .. 

.-at ,,.,.......-., • .., . ....... 
+nnt.coas 11 •~,.. .... ....,. ... .. 

a..mc. .. ._ ........... ... ................... _ ,.......,...,.... . ......... ......, .. --.. .......... .... ... _., ... _ _, 
....._ .. ......_..,ccaa ....................... 

..... ...- ............. 

........ d,..uu.lMll­
-ac ........ .._... 
............ 'lJ .-111 ....... ...... .......,..,......, .. _ 
.,_., .. °' c ' .. a. c. 
,.aJoe'llM~~-...... ~ ..... .. 
-.-...-.. ar .... , •• s~__,..., • ........................ ................. ..,_, -.............. ..,..,. ., ............ ,.... .. .. 
cluW, •• - ... .....,,, 
... .,..u.c1~­
•lftl. ......... ., ,_,. ...................... II"'__., ........ II .................. __ 
"'*I •..a..-11 .. ,... ......... -.. ....., --~ Wlllla .. • ........ .,.u&.lcal ~ . .., ............. ~ 

................ *­....... 
... ,...... .. .,~ 

.....i...,_.. .... ...., ...................... 
wt ,.,,....._, .. 

"*"-- ........ .,..... ..... nevn-.i-. ..L ,.. ......_ - ._.. • .. 
•Mil .. LUC.. ~ '"=la- II Uftlr ,......_ .. 

. . '9A-,JC.1'.C., .. ._. 
.... ....,_ ... ~ ........... u.... .. ~ ... .._. ..... ....._ _...,..c ... .,:.._,_ 

.,......__ ... u.-.s tnlCfliCl'C ._.,...,at a~ 

.... II tnlr ...,._ ........ ,,_.. .. 

~ Cinci nnati Hera l d ' 

March 2, 196 8 

( p . 2) 

I 
' . 

-59-



( p. 1 ) 

( p.17) 

The American Israelite 

April 25, 1968 

-60-



A TWO-WAY- STREET 
Speaking at the leadership lll('el Ing nr lht- :\:iuonal 

Community Relations Ad\'isory Counci l In San Francisco 
earlier this week.. Jord•o C' Baorl ..,;iul Amcnc;m Jc,.·s 
annot wllhtlraw rrom positi~t· elTort..' tu suh·e thv urh:rn 
crisis "just because some :\l'lll'Ot'S are VJolent. or ungratcful 
or anli&milic." 

Mr. Band. ch:i irman of the r\CR.'\C who spoke in 
Baltimore just about a month ago but whose remarks al 
t.bat time were ··s1r1clh• off the recorcr · said that Amen. 
an Jews 1\:1\•e a mass'i\-e stake in the urban crisi.s and 
should not be guided by ··1he altitudes or a small group or 
black extremists ·· 

But Mr. Band should take into consideration the 
pallem wluch has el!lfrged during these past few years 
and parµc4larly duri!!,g lhe past several months before he 
makes such appeals. The emerging pattern bas been that 
allbough in the past Negro ludenhip has accepted a.nd 
enjoyed the help and advice of white Civil Rights 
supporters. most recently there has been a radical 
change. Those who would offer such ad\•ice and help 
those who were in the \·anguard or trying to do something 
about ttle Olth and •degradation of the inner~ity ghettoes. 
are being told to mine! I.heir own business . are be111g 
warned that this 1s a Negro problem and has nothing to 
do • 1th W whites ... particul:1rty Jewish ... ·hllcs· 

Certainly. Negroes hi\'C e\wy right to lead their 
own campaigns. drive ror their own equalities But Negro 
leadership which until now has bt-en glad to accept the 
help and guidance of whites bas suddenly shown a 
q>mplete reversal and no14· refuses to accept such aid. no 
maU.er>·how.weU meaal 

Negro leadership which has lumed a deaf ear to 
tb,ose who would assist the Negro in his fight to overcome 
the problems or lhe ghettoes. would do well to be the 
group lo hear Mr. Band. 

\ 'ou cannol h<' lfl a man • 'bo does 11ol •'lllll ouulde 
hl'lp! 

'Vou cannot &h"e aid and 1Uppon to a rause If surh aid 
•lfd support ts rejected. 

, \ 'ou cannot feel ttuit you hne a stake 'ln doln( 
.<ci~lhlng about h1111r<ning rondlllons In th<' ghcttue• Ir 
surb help b rejttled. 

1 Negro causes v.·hich suJJered a set-back as a result of 
lawlessness iind stnre several months ago can be Im· 
proved If !lil'cro leadership does not reject the help and 
sup~rt of well-meaning whi~ ... Jews included .. . In a 
struggle. lo" impro\·c ghelto conditions. employment and 
equal nghts. But the 1.ltofmile " v.·hlte badcluh" v.-hJch 
resulted from tbt> loouni: and burning of a Cew months ago 
can be blunted if Xl'gro leadership v.'ill sit down and 
a~mll and sanely an·epl the help and guidance of right· 
thinking ~uple 14'ho :.re jusl as a.nJCious as they to 
overcome the probh·IT\$11f the inner-city ghettoes. 
. lf tbt> 1'egro l.lltmmunity and Its leadership can prove 
11 understands thr· m·~'ll for such suprrort. thcn v.-e are SU I'\! 
Jev.10 will ~· 111 th•· ,;,11.:11;,.nJ ur tJm~ 11.'hu will not onh' 
work for I.heir eau,;c;. llut do e\<erylhlng possible to make 
sure that v.·ork sho\\'S 31.,•ompltshment, 

But .. . It i. "I' to ~egro le•llership to make the Orsi 
D'IO\'f : 

The Baltimore Jewtsh Times 
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Are The Panther• Anti-Semitic? 

The i\nlerican Jewts h Commit•• charged today 
that the activities and stateftlent• ~ th• 
Black Panther• had been so consistently anti­
Zionist and ant i -Israel that it was almost 
i~ossibl• to make the distinction between 
that attitude a nd anti-S .. i tism. 

ln a report issued by S.y110ur Samet, 
Director of it• lnterc;roup ~lations and 
Social Action Oepart-nt, the Co-itt- noted 
tha t .,.for a var i e ty of reasons, attack• on 
Jews as Jews are no longer politicall y 
effective in this country. ln r ecent years 
t he ant i -S-it• has conveniently c-ouflaged 
h t• purpose under a cover of anti-Zioni • m." 

The •tudy, prepared by "alton Eller1n , 
Director of AJC'• Trends Analy•i• Division, 
include s compilations of public stat ement• by 
Pa nther functionaries, and editorials and news 
stories In !bt ~ Panthfr, th• Party's 
offici a l publication, all of ,,.hich ind icate 
the group'• suoport ~ Al Fatah a nd the Arab 
guerill as, Cs icl a nd opposition to l•rael a nd 
Its •upporters. 

The report quotes Stokely Carmichael, at 
the ti- a high functtonary ~ the Bla::k 
Panther Party, as tell inc; the a nnual 
convention ~ Arab Students Csicl at th• 
Unive r•ity of Michigan on August 31, 1969 t hat 
" ... ..111 fic;ht to "'iP• it <Zioni••> out 
,,.herever it ex ist•, be it in the ghetto ~ the 
United States or in the "iddl• East." 

As far back as Jun• 1967, the report shows , 
Black Power Csicl printed " an obsc•ne ant i­
S..itic sane; ent i tled 'Jew Land'." Sine• that 
t1111e Panther publications a nd leader s have 
"consistently and vigorously supported Al 
Fatah and other c;uerilla Csicl •ov ... nts, " the 
r e port decl a res. 

The Cincinnati Herald 

February 21, 1970 
( p. l) 

(Cont. on p.5) 
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The Aeer1can Jewish Committee study quotes 
P a nther Minister of lnttlrination Eldr1dg1r 
Cl e aver. in e December 1960 1nterv1ew in 
Algiers. as stat:ng that "Zionists . wher ever 
they may be , are ou~ enemi e s . We t ota.l ly 
support the armed struggle ~ the Palest inian 
otto~li- against t he watchdo~s of imper1a!1srr. " 

The r eport a lso quotes a news stol"y fr-:>m 
the lntel"nat1onal [sic) edition ~ the ~ 
Tribune, which reported on Oecember 29, 1969 
in a story from Algiers that "Al Fatah leade r 
Yass1 r Arafat and Eldr idge Cleave r, an 
Ameri c a n Black Panther leader. hugged and 
I: 1ssvd each othe r at • meet t ng w1 t h 0~ l est i ne 
Cs1cl refugeet> he,.e y esterda v • •. that Cleave•• 
climbed the r ostrum to deli ver a fierce attacl 
on Amel"!Can Z1oni s ts. "[s ic) 

Othitr P anther l ll'ader s who are q uoted as 
supporting Arab guerillas Csic) a.re Dav1d 
Hilliard and Ra y "Masai" Hewitt. 

The study quotes the Jan. 2 0 , 1 '?70 re;iort 
of CBS corres~~~dent Ri chard C. Hottelet f rom 
Algiers on an Al Fatah-Blac k Panther alli ance. 
The Al Fatah guer i lla Csic J organization, Mr. 
Hottelet declared, 'is d:scussi ng t rai ning 
Black Panthers in actual combat against lt0rael 
to prepare them for a sabota g e and 
•t>•assi nation c a mpaign in the united Statet>. " 

The AJC r e p ort notes that the August 30. 
1969 issue of !.!:!.r IU.All Panther charg•d in a 
full p age art i cle headed "Zionism <Koshl!r 
Nationalism> • 1111perialsim equals Fa ticism" 
that "the Zionist ~ascist State of Israel l s a 
p u p pet and l acke y of the imperialists and must 
be smashed. " 

Founded in 1906. the American J ewish 
Committee is thi s ~ountrv·s pioneer human 
r e l a tions or9ani:at1on. lt combat& bigot r y . 
protects the civ i l and relic;iious rights of 
Jews at home and abroad, and s•eks imp r oved 
huma n rel a tio ns f or all pe ople eve1·ywher e. 

The Cinc innati Her ald 

February 21, 1970 
( p. 5) 
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The Baltimore Jewish Times September 14, 1979 

P'l'cbolao o( M h-Scrruusm. l.lwr ... ,. II 
fu!ICUOQI in 1«1tt)'. and w ... Lure ol Ult 
Ulrul lo Uk- J ...... all' 1n ccruin ~ 
uniqu.. 

Urilikt nic1J1m. anLi·SnniU- ..,. not 
1>«cuat il>' 1n•·olv., •U•11ht·fo,..•ard 
-k 11Ub,11r:allon. H-'call)'. hv-< 
d11t1nrtivc d:.~• und C"11h11ral piouun,., 
u.~., vurih1li1~ ... ~u ..... or ~·m· 
. .... ~ "' ........... .. ' '"'"' lht HPrl•·lll 
""'R'ktt-p-r un UJ' Ill<' c:t- t:.ddo-r, WI 
rattly al !ht: •·.,ry iop1, ancl their repuuiuon 
u hv..Utn, achocvtn. i.nle.llect11all.. M.i! 
IOcial acth-W. have been Uw buinfant,. 
Semi Lie-~ \!Md IO j\llti!y auadc.. 
on Jtv.-.. Jtv.'I arc simllllalMOUS!y ptr· 
~'"'° aa lnsicMr1 and oulaideni. caplcalis~ 
Md tommuni.11.. upholder1 o(hith .U..cm•I 
and 1nl&'Jlcc\uwl oA.iindanb .,.d •'"" " 11 
pul"'C')"On ol pou.onova ~~ve .... 
~ common u,_.~ of °'- dlsparai.c: 

permptlona is l.het Jews bavt ~iu 
~r. whethu IO deCend -..bli&bed a u · 
thon1y or IO vndetmi.M ii. II is &bia clollble­
qt m)'Ui ol Jewish~ lhal hu mack 
Jt- auch I ll.ltful all-puf11C* ~l 
for axieJ ditcon1otnL 

JUA as w lduhzauon ol feminin11y •• 
inaparable rnim male l'tt6tlluntnl o( wo­
l!>tft. a.nu&mii.wn •• tv.-o.f:aetd. h in· 
cllidd adn11n11.ion of Jc·v.'ll<h echkvemeni... 
lhe idea that J.,..,. ano mnrall)' !Wpenor. 
ruih .. a nd idenufic:auon v.'fth I.he Jew-u · 
\"IC'Um. nw compltmmlar)' awtudl-. en · 
" ·11.ably folio,,.· envr: lht conviction lha1 
J,._,,. att 100 poW'l:rl'ul: a aomb<n3 t1Un uf 
spec1:»l ouiras:~ :.nd cover& 1:loo 11n~ 
whenever J~·' art r'l'vcaled IO be. 3~. 
morally imperfect •t•hl'Ck oul lht runlon to 
an;v Jew J~"1 cvil1y of 111\Aiint.ly I•• 
havior. from llern:ud Btri:ivan to 
Menachem 8q,'ln t. ,_..untnt al ha,,~ tn 
c.,..,1 cufity "bout the Je,.~. 11 ... u 35 yc.-:i~ 
ai;o . afttr :ill :. miatur-e of ... H-con· 
~lauon end cl«fanli-- at dvl"' 
IO criuau J •WL &lllC'.I' at Jm -'ho MllR 
lb an like •·1cUmL Van.,.... Redi:nin 
, . ....,mpltfi,... " m•·nu11ity I.hat hu. llouruJwC 
t'VCT 1111na Ill!>~. wh.,co "'1.&:l t.c:.n.., l.h., 
prieic mesaphclr for lhe llO"'di'"I Je-v.-: alw 
haia Bad J....,. - il(ln1:11A - a.nd lovt.,. 
C'..-i J ........ - VIC\.int~. pn"fer.ahl~ dt:..d .I flllt 
Lit., ,,.,..,er n( J,...,.,, » t·n1UUC11wl •ymlJUJ, 
'"'Vuld mun liuk 1J ~ wen not hlll:t'l1 
MIUlum~ .and '°· tn noalil)'. pow.~ 
h i5 &he oombitunion Lhal make anu. 
S..miLi11n llO appcalini: "' kill • ~t. 
1mo~1ninc ;,·~ ;in ck1•h:i111 . ... "' r~ P'"'d· 
ful 1nck-cd 

I t.h1nto. p.oopleo '"""~ abov1 ,1., • .,, :m• 
IU'l:tl)' ullCOIUoCiou.il. thal 4ilaiml1U1.i..t11 
and oulhraka of uti~twi&b pen.vi.ion 
•~only die !DOil ob¥ioua ~ o( a 
cbnmic .aal ~ that uil&a CN.inlv 
under the a urfe ce. That ia why 1111J. 
Semitism 8aJW Ill! '° .....tib' in u- or 
.oal criM: it ia wJQI Mw. r.i penna.. _ti, u-mn: i1 _..."'. f1ll9 in 
C1DC11unic:alJon '*- .Jewt wbo liei that 
pnlilea .,.. ebllYiouA to IM Ull'Mt .r anti· 
5-itJ.m aad 1911tile wllo &hiak lllal"­
ltt ..,_,.. ....._ fw aau.S..n.. Wldtt 
thaW. 
~Usin in,..hw 4altt ~ 

lhal--P"Pit-'11 ruMrMt~ 
in~~_....,'tritheur 
.... ,wJ\I a.ad~ s-~ 

who an~~ •b•ut I.ht' pohlte< of 
ncr and ea lotDd I.Cl cltoe 1o a l>lmpl1«1or 
•·w ol anu-S.-miu- "" pliun old do .. 
crimlnatlon. pwia..alH (Nm unw io Liinr 
with Pf"MCUtion II)• ~al lun:u1~ - 1n 
•:llhctca#. ~in,: IOda " ilhtittlN Thfrt 
;.. ,,__ ~. "'v"n •l"DCl'1C Jrw •. 
10 an:d)"WlC anti&tntliom :... " *·"°""· 
nn•i:utllf: ...0.:»1 !On:r. or w n~n11Jfl&! Ll1r 
:rn11·Jcw1•h .. 11hlr11 on ""f•rrfir1•ll• 
~ jMl1Ur.tl ••.:"""'""' f\ lol u( 
J<'•·W. alim11llon baa I.Cl du wllb !ht' .ut~ 
l«rTUtan charaa.cr or a11t i·S..mit1•m 
~ )'CRlr ''*"' and a:ille&C\ICll .,,~ 
alwa1'f buisac Ii"' of •leai~ acnnts<•. 
d1111nc which LIWL'y l.wa.d tha1 wh.al rou 
clevly mnembtrecl wu )'OUT 11n-..:-nalion 
t:venw..lly you -Id IOC'Cln t.o :j11n>t1 .. n 
)'Ollr nr:alu~~ \\1ut'. l:"'llC on~ Am I ctu• • 

ls ah. doini: l.h11 1.o nw on purpoo1t? "'' 
meanE or • ' l m tlar process . Jtw1.t1 
·penano13· about anu-S..miwm ol\.tn be-­
~paranoia in faa 

B lack ?<'OPI., • h o •capr· 
ro;.1JtwS for v.·hot.e rawm and e~fnai:~ 
Jtwidl pov.~r Art' coll&boraunc in a fam1l· 
13r and acary j!llmc Th.at black a..udl-N 
.&h.>uld bl:tmc J.ws for Andy \'ounc·, rw•i:· 
n:itoun "' not •urpruin11. but lht tvadC'nc .. 
dodn'l bear lhtm oui.. Jtv."I. ,..ho can add 
two anc! tv.·o lik"' anrolll' tloc, could nol C:ul 
IO nolt I.hat '10u~·, ,,_1ni; .. ,t~. uhd1 
Ttn1 .. ...,. a1""111u-111 ,,..,lh lh .. """""' L11 ... 
adm1nl$I Dl10r. ha. bn-n m.1i.1ni: lt•r .,,...,. 
month.. h "'Carw'• poll~· JC' .. ·1 c:itt• oJ>. 
ou1 not Youni: - a point Jrwi:.h "l)CIL..,. 
pt'Oplt h1w" Ulktn coirr t.O 1:n1phuW. IC 
Can..r in..ru. 1alk1111: IO Uk' PLO. \'ouni: .. 
d1~u.:«:1I ,.ur•' «tiin him ;,n' J .. w1~h .up. 
port . 1( ht' J.,.,,n·r \'.iu o ~ ·· ' """""" 
,.'lluldn1 h;iv,. ~r<I hi m ..1n~ 

U the United Smtes decides 
to abandon Israel, do Jews 
have the powa- to prevent 
• change in policy? 

l\1:l11nJ the (un ir U\'C'f \ .,Ltftl! lur0.. ll"· 
ikr).'\'r w;ucofhu.. l"t'lauon.o 1 • • , .... -<'n J,·v. 1 
and blloC'u, Jew. and i::tntil ..... bl:ick_, ,11111 
wblt..h alfffl and •aN :1.IT..ct..d h) lh•· 
t ....... ti.Polc:suni:ul C'ftnftic1 ~ ....... iJr4• 
c:lt-..r b:.u.Jr l1n-.-..~ .J, ... ,,. . .. ~nu•~ r;...c.-,.h .. ,..,.d 
IRlponJali..._. fi.r IJ<r: ... l. lol.tt I.> fi.r 1h,• l';ol1•• 
t1nban.c. :a.,.. ' 'ictuu,..t(,...._,.uci ~ .. ,t.uu.tl1.,.1n t•u1 
ll~y ~:»v~fOak'lhini: ttupurL:a.nt out u( th .. 
plCtll~ - or cat'IOOn - of l"t';olily. and U\01 

8CllMdlinc u aaLi-SmuUim •a aJ111n1t· 
cally unfortunate ltnn 4111C\' Ar.it. art al.o 
Sea\li.1. Middlt £.a pollua wwlcl bt :i 
lot '- Clllllfuainc and "(ll"WnC if anli· 
ZOooioMD and aau.&ttnilian wen. 111 tlO 

many P90Plt! Wt.Ill 10 i.llewt, anurtlY 
.. pa.raw IAlllL Whkb ii 10 M Y Ulal 
lhi'lp-W be a lo1 simplir ;rLhr l.nt"li:l __ ,hwt.. 

Biil ii aat.i-Semltiam ia1 .. I ha•"'..,. 
,_,, • ~end ~ p11ho14ic>· _... '° a.n.&!an Md Llla)lic adlu,... 
tud,l-W~~&mm1111k:a· 
Wt i. ... , ~yl.chcn utlSnnitl6m 
la u mlldl 1 llia.oi' In die Niddlt Eul 111 on . 
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.Behind the Scenes· 
by Ethel Payne 

In support of 
Jesse Jackson 

The Baltimore Afro-American 

May 5 , 1984 

(p . 5) 
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The Ci ncinnati Herald 

(p.4) 

June 9, 1984 

C.cr·oss I''.· Desi 
~Y ~a· ;or!e ~ar~a~ 

Tn£ P~::-Deiamat: o0 League c:; p·.,a1 B'-:th 
i s c:o,.,-;inu t.-.g and escalat. l.,Q i t'i a-ct.ac:I on 
ooth Rev . Jesse Jacl 'ion and o~ Muslim Mi n iste• 
Louis Farra• han for ~emar~s a ttributeo to them 
they c:on-.. ider· ar.t1-Sem1t1 c:. !t 1s uride.-­
standab l e that a Jewish orga~:2at1 or. wou lj oe 
'deeo ! y c o roc: er ned that -; wo spcl esmen : n t ... e 
E l a c l -:omm:.1n :~ .· would i gncre 'C ~oe h isto •: c:.i'l 
re!<"'tions ano s uff'e•·ir.g tnat: bot'i .:' ew'i an.: 

............._ Blacl·s '\ave encounter e d 1r t!"!:s r.?=is-;; 
•1soc1et"' . 

~ow~~· . -;;~:$ c ~nl1nu•-:1~n oL o:~~·:oc 

ag o1,.,st t~ese -c wo B:~c1 me~ c~~ o-~ , •s=~r ~~t? 

rs 1c} t he emergtnc;; proo: e- ~!> tr.at oc-:r. 91·0 1.. ::c 
now !PE enc: admit 2re deeoen:nc; the =•?!~ 
betwel!'r tne~ . T"le•c :s i:=":le ocuo-: t"' .< :. -::~c-

Jew1 :;h ::":imm1.1n1 t ~ hav e bee,., fr l'O:'ldo: o-1= ;;. • :• : 
(:'PCP l C" ,.- ~· ':: ·· t.,~ ·1;-r"$ ~"' .-,~ :t r ~= :J~O~ t ,_~., . 

suc~ c·· t 3~~ mcn~v ~~ ~ ~ h~£ ~~ ~t le~ m?n,· =- ~ · 
c? .1 1 l t"'!;:-·:..s cr; .3 nt~ ? ::c'is -:o L1Q t-.t -Fe • B ! ac ~ 

e-ct.ieiil !~ l... . !:-.~ee~ lt 1'-Fi'E Jewltz.!i !eede- ~ rr : c 

tha! ~ounc~~ tne NAOCc ano ~:~~~c~o -~ : ~ 

movement w:th ~ew1sh do!i~rt. 
!?ut ci l c.te L~ : c-:1cn :-.a£ e:.1stec oe-: ... e?~· 

the two Q•ouos a~~ the AOL 's ~~ i1=1 c ~ 
ALfi rmat1 ve Action and Reparet1 ons has n~t 

~eer a!"!~ 1s no t accs>ptable t c t he m~·c 

m1J:tant Blocks across the c oun-: r~ . 

Other fr:ct ! ons e :. ist wr 1c"1 e nnanc:r: the 
s:;r,:.sm t !"!at threat'?ns t c. become • ful l b·· e,~ 

:o t he det r:ment o~ botn ? roups . 
In thei r most recent nl!'i-1sletters ths> 

organ1zat1on :nsists that eoth JacYsor. and 
Farralh2n h ave a h istory o f ant1 - Jew1 sm. This 
mav be so. !:IL•t to continu e to enhance t t'le 
oroblem can o nly al1enat~ manv 91ac ~s whc see 
both ~en ao: heroes bec ause they hav e 
challen~eo t ne White establ1snment, as lt 
were, on r acism in Amer ica. And ma ke no 
mista~e. rac ism still 11ves and even t ho ugh 
B! ac l~s a.n o women are most affected b.Y,. it. the 
L1re s of anti -Semiti sm 1r th is count ry are not 
comp letelv dead. 

The statements o f two Black leaders s~oulc 
not cause our Jewish friends to f all into the 
trao of cl ass1fy 1ng a ll BlacYs as ~~ing ant:­
th1s o r t hat because of the remarks o f two 
men • .• no matter now inflamator y. There have 
been Jews ~~ho have been anti-Black . And i n 
the beginning of Hlt l er•s march to e x t inction . 
there ... ere .Jewish collaborators wh~ embr aced 
h is pli1 l o sophv. Unless Jack son and Farra.knan 
moun-:: some sort of nationa l anti-Jewisn 
crusade , their i n&ensitive 11tatements snould 
be ignored. 
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TO BE EQUAL 

Black, Jews and media 

Baltimore Afro-Amer i can 

July 14 , 1984 

( p. 5) 
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:~)~united 
·~ ... . ·' 

,. i -:.: agairistS. Africa ... .. . 

The Baltimore Afro-American k , 
January 12 , 1985 

(p.15) 



_ Coping W.ith 
Louis Farr.althan 
Baltimore's Black-JeWish Coalition, the 
BLEWS, feel that the controversial Black 
Muslim minister ought t.o be allowed t.o have 
his say at Morgan Sta~ but they hope he 
won't bring a message of hate. 

~ Baltimore Jewish Times 

September 27, 1985 

(p . 30) 

(Continued on next page) 
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THUlllSOA,, aA• 14, 1117 THl AllllllCAll ISUlUTt 

Opinion 

Black Hebrews apologize for anti-Semitism 
The Biid< HeCQw• .'*"' .. '*'"'" unllal...i1y end wttll· 
~ cond"lofl t9r!Ounc:9 .... d 
epologla for all enll ·Zlonlll , 
M1l..a.m111c end enu..i..1111 
-=tMt..... cMcl- ltlelt 
1..- len-Amml ~· In en 

-.ion dld.nng, '"I~ nol 
come llelw 10 bsgaln, bul 10 
CIDftlwa." 

The d\atlammlc IMder ol 
- 1200 AIMtlcen 81.cb 
llvtng In OlonoN end t110u­
Mn01 lnOf'9 In -al 

. I The Cu~ Edge 
by E.Jw;,, 

Jewl Of 1*1>9tt11llng genoc:1611 
egalnll Bleck b9blu. oro-n•· 
Zing bo~la end enll-4WM1 
fundltl9 campalgn1 In Con· 
..... plc:Uelng end protest · 
'"" • AIM!lc;en end ...... , 
1Mtltullon1 througllout tha 
country. declwlng tha Holo· 
caual 'o b9 • lr8ucl , end 
b9comlng • mljor prolll.,...or 
of tM "lntlfl\elloMI Jewleh 
conepl(Ky" myth. 
At the rnetllng with th• two 

Amerlc:en Jew1lll '-!en. 
Clayman ano wa11 1111enea 
cordially to Ben-Amml'a pr" -

Ben Amm/ Carter : 
"My antl..Semltic 
and •ntl·larael 
remarks were ... 
only rhetoric and 
tactics." 

~ American I sraelite . 

May 14, 1987 

(p.5) 

(Cont. on p . 28) 
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The Cincinnati Herald 

May 23, 1987 
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CHAPTER TWO 

Black and Jewish Perspectives on Israel and the Middle East 

Prior to May 14 , 1948-- the day when David Ben-Guri on 

declared Israel's statehood--few African-Americans spoke out 

on the issue of Zionism. Their voices echo amb ivalently 

regarding the establishment of a Jewish homeland . Prompted 

large ly by Pan- Africanist aspirations and Ph ilo-Judai c 

sentiments, men such as the versatile African statesman 

Edward Wil mot Bl yden, who immi grated to Liberia in 1851 and 

t he Prominent African-Amer ican leader W.E.B . Du Bois (1868-

1963 ) , who P 1 ayed a key role in the found ing of the NAACP 

<Nati onal Associat ion for the Advanceme~t of Colored Peopl e), 

were staunch advocates of the Zionist cause dur i ng the late 

19th and early 20th centuries. These Black thinkers 

empathi zed wi th a cause that they consi dered to be much like 

their own. The success of Z; on ism, they reasoned , wou 1 d 

Provide a good example for the Pan-African movement that theY 

espoused . [lJ 

Marcus Garvey, Jama ican-born Black nationalist , leader of 

UNIA <Universal Negro Improvement Assoc iat ion>, and early 

20th century advocate of a Black- Ameri can return to Afr ica, 

l ikewise favored Zi onism--so long as it did not interfere 

with Black nationalist interests. But when Garvey learned of 

Briti sh Prime Mi nister Nevil le Chamoerlain ' s consideration of 

British Guiana as a Jew ish homeland , i n 1939, he was annoyed . -. 
Garvey felt that thi s t erritory be longed t o Bl acks; 

consequent 1 Y. any attempt at Jewish sett 1 ement there wou 1 d 
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have been grounds, 1 n his eyes, for a 81 ack-Jewi sh 

confrontation. [2] The well known Black educator and founder 

of Tuskegee Institute, Booker T. Washington, whose life 

inc 1 uded both subJect ion to s 1 a very 1 n the pre-C 1 vi 1 War 

South and an invitation to the White House bY Theodore 

Roosevelt [3], felt that Zionism was not a serious movement. 

Washington believed it wiser for Jews to accommodate to the 

American way of life wh ile trying to effect certa in 

adJustment s , rather than to depart for a foreign home 1 and; 

therefore, he could not find much sympathy for the Zi onist 

Perspective . (4) Walter White , executive director of tne 

NAACP in 1947, helped convince Ha iti and Liberia to vote for 

the Un i ted Nations resolution wh ich partit i oned Palest ine 

between the Arabs and the Jews--but had reservations about 

whether what he was doing was right. [5] 

While White was not completely comfortable with Zionism 

and the separatist approach it entailed, Ralph Bunche--a 

Black-American who won the Nobel Peace Prize for his role as 

a mediator in the 1948-1949 Arab-Israeli war- -expressed 

empathy for the Zionist cause: speaking to Menachem Begin at 

t he time of the conflict, Bunch grasped the future Prime 

Mini st er· s hand and dee 1 a red: NI can understand you. I am 

a lso a member of a persecuted minoritY.M (6J 

In the Black Press. opinions were also divided . George 

Schuyler. · a columnist whose commentary appeared in the 

Pittsburgh Cour1 er. offered Praise for the Zionist model; • 

yet, this same i ndividual casfi-gated Palestinian Jews for 

being •Hitler-like· in their tactics . The Courier, though it 
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carried Schuyler ' s columns, editor1alized in favor of the 

Zionist cause. [7J 81 acks were thus divided on the issue 

CZionism)--as indeed Jews were. 

African- American reactions to the 1956 Suez War showed 

that 1 i ttl e had changed. George Schuyler was host i 1 e; he 

went so far as to suggest that the Jewish state was 

es tab 1; shed for the PurPose of aggress; on aga; nst its Arab 

neighbors . [9J In contrast to this viewpoint, the Norfolk 

Journal aru:1 Gujde, referring to Israel as "this litt le 

democracy--the only one in the Middle East," expressed the 

following sentiments: 

When the little Zionist nation struck, it was 
a bl ow of desperation, for the Arabs were 
mobilizing armed forces for a push against 
Israel . [10] 

Significantly, the Afro- American suggested that Israel was 

merely a PUPPet in the attack whose st rings were being 

manipulated bY imper ialist ic masters--England and France . 

[11J Later, Israel itself would be charged with imperialism . 

an allegation that Black militants employed against the 

Jewish State. 

There are three major questions that reade~s may wish to 

address as they examine the newspaper articles that foll ow: 

this introduction: 

1. Wh~ represents the Black and the Jewish commun ities 

according to these newspapers? 

2. What factors help to explain the perspectives he ld by 
/ 

Blacks and Jews regarding Israel and the Middle East? 

3. How significant a ro l e do these perspectives play in 

• 
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contemporary Black-Jewish relat ions? 

Who Speaks for Blacks and Jews? 

Neither Blacks nor Jews spoke wi th one voice during the 

years from 1967-1973 . Leaders disagreed among themselves and 

issued contradictory statements. For example. in an 

editorial wr itten on June 24, 1967, Roy Wilkins. a former 

executive director of the NAACP and Black moderate who 

be 1 i eved i n rac i a 1 integration. issued a Powerfu 1 ca 11 for 

suPPort of Israel ' s right to exist. [12J Yet, in September 

of the following year. Stokely Carmichael, a Black militant 

and past chairman of the SNCC, spoke out vehemently in 

opposition to Israel's position in the Middle East. "We 

intend to fight imperialism, " he wrote . "We will fight for 

Egypt." Carmichael continued , "There are many of us who are 

gett ing Prepared and we will be come the fifth column. They 

can 't stop us ... ~ [13J 

BY 1970, it became evident that Carmichael and the SNCC 

were not alone in the Black community regarding their anti ­

Zionist stances: the Black Panthers joined in the Black 

militant reJection of Israel. Eldrige Cleaver, who served as 

B 1 ack Panther •M; ni ster of Information " and embraced the 

anti-Zionist outlook of Palestinian El Fatah leader Yassir 

Arafat. insisted at that time that h~ was not anti -Semit ic . 

Ca111ng Zionists 'imperialistic oppressors, · He explained 

that ·we have to make a distinct"t~n between Zionists and Jews 

because there are young radicals who are also of Jewish 
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origin. w [14) 

An article appearing in the APril l, 1971 editi on of the 

Israelite noted that in contrast to the SNCC and the 

Panthers , Mr. Wh i tney Young echoed Roy Wilki ns ' sentiments 

with his enthusiast ic report on Israeli society af ter 

ret~rning from a visit abroad. [15) Further highlighting the 

ambivalent nature of Bl ack perspectives on Israel and the 

Middle East, the Congressional Black Caucus and the Nat ional 

Black Political Convention disagreed. in early 1972, on their 

responses to the act 1 ons of the Jewish state i n the Middle 

East : t he Caucus stood firmly behind Israel's right to ex ist 

and identified. as African-Amer icans . wit h the "Jewish 

historical exper i ence, " while the Convention condemned Israe l 

fo r Uthe alleged mistreatment of Arabs in the occupied 

territories. « [16J 

Jews who attended the 1968 Democratic National 

Convention in Chicago were also di vi ded. Reporting on the 

Convention, Jewish newspaper co lumnist Milton Friedman 

commented that younger Jews tended t o be less concerned with 

Israel ' s fate than their elders: furthermore. he indicated 

that leftist Jews were more accepting of Carmichael ' s 

rhetoric than thei r moderate counterparts. [ 17 J During the 

course of a 1970 editorial for the Amer;can Israelite, 

Friedman took issue with his radical co-religionists about 

thei r tolerance of 81ack Panther allegiance to the 

Palestinian El Fatah terrorist movement . He angril Y 
1 .. 

inquired, "Is 1t ' genocide ' QnlY when whites kill dark-

skinned peoples? Does the radical consc1ence accept Arab 
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murder of Jews?" [18) 

A shift in Jewish Perspectives on Israel may have 

occurred by 1972 when. in reaction to the di sagreement 

between the Congressional Black Caucus and the National Black 

Political Convention, Rabbi Israel Miller--then President of 

the American Zionist Federation--had the fo11ow1ng to say 

about Black-Jewish relations: 

Israel is not negotiable to Jews . and the 
sooner thi s fact of life becomes apparent to 
the black communitY, the sooner a rea l 
dialogue leading to reestablishment of 
friendlier black-Jewish relations will 
emerge. The action taken by the 13 Black 
<Caucus> (sic] Congressmen. therefore, is a step in 
the right direction and augers well for 
improved Black-Jewish relationships. " E19J 

Rabb i Miller a lso encouraged the entire Black community t o 

support the Caucus in its pos ition. 

In a cooperative venture. the Federation of Southern 

Cooperatives, an organization of Southern, Black Farmers, has 

been the benef iciary of Israeli technical assistance . BY 

1972. the African-American organization had al r eady sponsored 

visits to Israel for its leaders to improve their 

agricultural know-how . A reciprocal visit to the site of the 

Federation's developmental farm i ng ProJects in the U.S. was 

also expected. [20J Despite such cooperative efforts 

between African-Americans and Israelis, the followi ng 

November,. Just after the Yorn Ki PPUr War , a number of 81 acks 

in the U.S. were wondering if they would be called into 
• J 

combat against Africans in a M)ddle Eastern conflict. [211 

The Pattern of ambivalence. described thus fer. 
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continued from 1974-1980. Even though some Blacks were 

uneasy about the possibility of having to fight an American 

and Israeli war against their Arab brethren. African-Ameri can 

opinion of Israel following the Yorn KiPPUr war--accord ing to 

a survey of the nation ' s Black Press by the American Jewish 

Congress--was general ly good . But there were exceptions like 

the J...Q.S Angeles Herald-Djspatch. the Black Muslim movement ' s 

Muhammed Speaks, and the Black Panther, which were al l 

virulently anti-Israel. [22J 

A group of moderate Blacks joined together in the mid-

1970s to act on their support for Israel. Organized by civil 

eights leader Bayard Rustin, BASIC (Bl ack Americans In 

Support of Israel> was established in 1975. Included among 

the group ' s membership were moderate Blacks such as Roy 

Wilkins, latD r leader A. Philip Randolph, Los Angeles Mayor 

Tom Bradley, and Texas Congresswoman Barbara Jordan. [23J An 

open, amiable exchange of letters on the issue of Israeli 

trade with South Africa also took Place in 1976 between 

Bayard Rustin and Rabbi Arthur Hertzberg who was then 

President of the American Jewish Congress. [24J 

Commenting on this same issue in September of 1976, the 

Afro-American expressed shock at the AJC equat ion of Israeli 

trade with South Africa to that of B 1 ack African exchange 

with the Pretoria regime. Unlike the Israeli form of barter, 

t~e Afro-American ~oted, Black Afri Gan trade with South 

Africa did not include military hardware. C25J The same 

year. other Blacks expressed oppositio~ to the Israeli rai~ 

on Uganda ' s Entebbe Airport aimed at freeing hostages, being 
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Pro-Palestinian guerrillas, from an Air France 

Some Blacks questioned the legitimacy of Israe l ' s 

entry i nto Ugandan territory. as a violation of the Black 

nation ' s sovere ignty. [261 

Andrew Young· s resignation as U.S. Permanent 

RePresentative at the United Nations in 1979--due in part to 

the controversy which arose after his meeting with the PLO 

United Nations observer--e1 icited mixed reactions from the 

Black press regarding Israel and the Middle Eastern Peace 

Process. Although the paper ' s own editorial opinion was 

hosti l e to Israel and favored the "darker skinned " 

Palestini ans and their cause, the Afro-Amerjcan also Prov i ded 

G. James Flemming's commentary--which in its assessment of 

Ambassador Young ' s res;gnation--was more than fa ir to Is rae l 

and Jewish interests. [ 27 J Yet, this ba 1 anced approach was 

not enough to Prevent the Baltimore Jewish Jjmes from 

respond ing to what it viewed as the Afro-American ' s twisti ng 

and distorting of history. [28) Nevertheless. despite the 

disagreement, the Jewish Ti mes st i 11 extended a ca 11 for 

unity to its "colleagues " at the Afro-American in an effort 

to cooperate on matters of socia i justice . 

Not all African-Americans empathized wi th the PLO 

(Palestine Liberation Organization>. Bayard Rust in, in 1979, 

reJected the 1dea of negotiating with the PLO--the breach of 

U.S . Policy wh1ch Played a maJor role in Andrew Young ' s 

departure from the United Nations--on the grounds that it was 

morally indefensible to negotiate with terrorists. C29J Most 

Jews, of course, agreed with Bayard Rustin. They refused to 
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deal with the PLO. considering it t o be a terrorist group. 

This did not, however, rule out sitting down with Palestinian 

Arabs who had no connection with the PLO. E31J 

Blacti: perspectives on Israe l and the Middle East, as 

reported by the newspapers under study remained amb ivalent 

even from 1981-1987. However. Israel was no longer a weak 

underdog in the Black Perspective. For ex amp 1 e, the Afro-

Amerj can had the following to say about Israel ' s bombing of 

an Iraq i nuclear react or in 198 1: 

Israel has the right to protect its security. 
It does not have the right to take 
unnecessa ry gambles that could we ll involve 
the security of its fri ends. In the 
t reacherous and explosive Mid-East there is a 
resPonsibilitY that goes with be ing the 
area's supe rior Power . C32J 

Etnel Payne, writ ing in her column for the Afro-Amerjcao a 

yeat l ater. was troubled by what she perceived as American 

support of Israel's military advance into Lebanon: yet. in 

her editorial, she was equally condemnatory of PLO terrorism . 

(33) Jesse Jackson , however, issued a blanket condemnation 

of the I srae l i act ion in Lebanon. (34] 

Commenting on the Sabra and Shatila massacres , not more 

t han a few month· s after Payne's col umn , Congressman Gus 

Savage--an African-American member of the House of 

Representatives--expressed his regret over the tragedy. He 

spoke out against Israeli sponsored viol ence in Lebanon and 

what he · perceived as comp l; c itY on the Part of the United 

States in the Israeli wa r effort. C35J Bayard Rustin, 

nowever. conti nued to 
/ 

promote a more favorable attitude 
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toward Israel . Agreeing that the West Be irut massacres were 

tragic. he was quick to emphas ize that significant Portions 

of the Israeli populace also condemned the brutal killings. 

Rustin encouraged Americans to show respect for the Israel i s 

in their attempt to carry out a democratic investigation of 

the incidents. [36] 

A few years after the war ; n Lebanon had passed from 

public attention, African-American wri ters such as John Jacob 

and Manning Marable began to focus on re1ations between 

Israel and Africa. Jacobs reported positively on Israeli 

society and the Jewish state's treatment of Ethiopian Jewry 

in 1985. Marable, on the other hand, had a far less 

enthusiastic assessment of the Israeli sponsored airlift of 

thousands of Ethiopian Jews to Israel in the mid-l980s. He 

was also displeased over Israeli ties to South Africa. [37J 

Marable 's comments drew sharp criticism from Rabbi 

Andrew Baker of the AJC. Baker's letter to the editor of the 

Afro-American reflected a Jewish perspective that was solidly 

behind Israel· s response to Ethiopian Jewry. He further 

defended Israel in relation to South Africa by claiming that 

Marable's information was false and had been obtained from a 

disreputable source . [38J 

In a different vei~, ambivalent relations between 

Af ri can-Americans and Israe 1 were further di sPl ayed in the 

mid 1980s. On January 20. 1986, the Israelis paid tr ibute to 

Black Christian minister Martin ~ Luther King, Jr. bY 

celebrating that date as Martin Luther King De)' in Israel. 

Black: Musl i m minister Louis Farrakhan. on the other hand , 
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attempted to cultivate a relationship with the Black Hebrews 

based on a mutual ant ipathy toward White Jews . Several Years 

earlier , in 1978, he traveled to Israel to meet Black Hebrew 

leader Ben-Ami Carter and to further ties with members of the 

sect living in Dimona. Significantly, in 1987--due largely 

to a sharp decrease in African-American financial assistance 

and the Israeli government's decision to bar them from 

emPloyment-- Ben-Ami Carter and the Black Hebrews in Israel 

seem to have g; ven UP on the notion of waging an anti­

Semit i c . ant i-Z i oni st camPai gn to c 1 aim Israel as their own 

Holy Land. However, the group's American members remained 

hostile to Israel . (40J 

Another anti - Israel group involving American Blacks. The 

All-African People's Revolutionary Party. CAAPRP> coordinated 

bY Kwame Toure <Stokely Carmichael), advocated the violent 

elimination of Zionism, during the mid-1980s . Over the past 

two decades, Toure has spoken at college campuses around the 

the United States. His appearance at the Uni versitY of 

Maryland, in the mid-1980s. was Particularly damaging to the 

school's Jewish student community. [41) 

For their part, the AAPRP has claimed tha~ it is not 

anti-Jewish. but anti-Zionist. [42J Jews however. are 

un 1 i ke 1 y to be satisfied by these reassurances . Carmichael , 

for example told Columbia Un iversity students that : , 

The best Zionist is a dead c:f:pnist. There is 
no such thing as the Jewish ,,eoPle . Zionism 
must be struggled aga.fnst without mercy and 
without PitY. [431 

The Ant i -Defamation League has m1n1m1zed Toure's impact on 
• 

+ 
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American society; nevertheless, it has branded him a 

"provocative figure, whose activities warrant continuing 

concern . · [44l 

What does the evidence point to regarding the sources of 

Black and Jewish perspectives on Israel and the Middle East? 

Here again, as in Chapter One, we have seen that no lone 

voice speaks for the entire Black or Jewish communities. 

From 1967-1987, militants and moderates have declared either 

their fierce opposition to the very existence of the Jew i sh 

state or their strong support of Israel's right to take its 

Place among the modern family of nations. At times. various 

Black friends of Israel have been troubled by the State ' s 

actions. Indeed, amb i valence has consistently characterized 

the nature of Black attitudes toward Israel and the Middle 

East over the past twenty years. From the Jewish 

perspective--with the exception of the leftists and some 

Jewish youth in the late 1960s--concern for the security and 

survival of Israel remained constant to the Present. 

AnaJysjs 

Religion has Played a vital role in Black and Jewish 

perspectives on Israel and the Middle East from 1967-1987. 

African-American religious belief has promoted both a healthy . 
respect and appreciation for the Jewish state as well as 

I 

doctrine which reJects the not1~ ·of a White, Zionist 
A 

homeland altogether. For example, on the one hand, James S. 

Tinney writes that: 



... The Pentecostal, Sanctified, or Holiness 
churches along with other independent black 
Protestants , doctrinally teach that the Jews 
are God's chosen nation; that the Present 
Arab-Israeli conflict [written Just after the 
Yom K1ppur War] is the result of a 
di sagreement between half-brothers Ismael and 
Isaac in Bible days; that the war between the 
two is predestined; and that those nations 
which support Israel a li gn themselves wit h 
God and Bible Prophecy. [45J 
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Yet , Louis Farrakhan and Ben-Ami Carter have each Professed a 

religi ous belief which views either the Black Musl i ms, in 

Farrakhan ' s case, or the Black Hebrews, in Carter's case, as 

"cornerstones of a new world government ." (46) 

If either of these indivi dua ls and their followers could 

have this vision fulfilled it wou l d not include the existence 

of a White, Jewish Israel. Since 1987, however . Ben-Ami 

Carter 's Posit ion on White Israel has become less clear. 

When Rabb i I srae 1 Mill er dee l ared to Ameri ca's B 1 ack 

community, in 1972, that Israel is not negotiab l e to Jews , 

[47l he did not specifically cite a religious perspect ive on 

Jewish attachment to Israel; nevertheless, that a rabb i was 

President of the American Zionist Federation hi nts at the 

deep connect i on between the Jewish religion and I srael . 

Economics cannot be ignored as a factor which has 

contributed to Black perspectives on Israel and the Middle 

East. African-Americans from Georgia, who were associ ated 

with the Federation of Southern Cooperatives. 1n the early 

1970s have appreciated Israeli assist9nce geared to improve 
-1 

their economic welfare. Ameri.tan Blacks have also approved 

of Israel ' s efforts to assist developing African nations at 

• 
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improving their economies. l48J Perhaps to Israel ' s 

detriment , Andy Young admitted, in September of 1979, that 

economics Pl eyed a part in his decision to defy American 

foreign policy and talk with PLO U.N. observer Zehdi Labib 

Terz i . 

Andrew Young admitted that fear of Arab economic 

pressure influenced his decision to speak with Terzi. l49J 

On a more host 11 e note, Manning Marab 1 e and Kwame Toure ' s 

AAPRP alleged i n the mid-1980s that Israel is guilty of 

exploiting Black Africans through her economic interests in 

South Africa. Marable has stated that any kind of economic 

investment on Israel's Part in South Afri ca ' s Bantustans 

(SUPPosedly semi-autonomous Black territories> constitutes a 

politically subversive attack on the Black, South African 

fight for freedo~. [50 J Politically, Marable and Toure have 

not been alone in their attacks on Israel and Zioni sm. 

During the past two decades , Black militant groups such 

as the SNCC, the Black Panthers, and the AAPRP have developed 

Politica l and cultural ideologies wh ich vehementl y Protest 

against Zionism. They have denounced Israel and z 1 on; sm as 

imperialistic , fascist, r acist , and Pro-slavery. l51J In 

contrast to these attitudes hel d by Black militant groups, 

Black moderates such as Whitney M. Young <Past head of the 

National Urban League>. Roy Wilkins, Ca former execut1ve 

director of the NAACP>. and Bayard Rustin {founder of BASIC> 

have all defended Israel on grounds of PolJ tical and cultural 
· ~ 

ideology, 

Young and Wilk.ins have both emphasized the irony in 
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Black support of Arab 11beration movements. These two Black 

leaders have noted that the Arabs were notorious traders in 

Black African flesh and terrible persecutors of Black 

Sudanese. [ 52 J Rustin has. on more than one occas i on 

throughout the 1970s and 1980s praised Israel's democrati c 

values and commitment to equal rights for its citizens. (53] 

In 1979. Rustin a 1 so condemned the PLO· s use of terrorist 

tactics as a means to ach i eve their obJectives i n the Middle 

East. [54J Also. during the same year. Andy Young explained 

Black sympathy for the Palestinian cause as stemming from the 

traditional African-American support of the underdog : he felt 

that if Israel should ever again wind UP in that Position, 

she would consequently receive a gush of Black-American 

backing. [55J 

Significance for Black-Jewish Relations 

Perhaps the dominant Jew1sh perspective on Black-Jewish 

relations regarding Israel and the Middle East is most 

clearly indicated in the following appeal to American Blacks 

made bY Rabbi Israel Miller in the Spring of 1972: 

It is inconceivable that any real friendship 
can be developed between our two peoples 
until the blacks are prepared to understand 
and accept our deep concern for Israel. C56J 

At that time, the Black Congressional Caucus had, Prior to 
' ....) 

Miller's Plea, affirmed its strong commitment ~ Israel ' s 

security and survival. However, there were other Black 

voices--who during that same season in 1972 et the National 
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Black Pol1t1cal Convent1on--had expressed their condemnation 

of Israel for 1ts alleged wrongful dealings with Arabs in the 

occupied territories . (57J 

Andrew Young seems to have captured the mood of moderate 

Blacks when he declared, in 1979, that it was important for 

him to being able to speak his mind freely with regard to 

Israel--whether he was support ive or critical. Ethel Payne 

echoed this sentiment in 1982. [58J Young felt that in a 

Pinch, most Blacks would stand behind Israel. 

Black-Jewish relations, he had the following to say: 

There is an awareness that blacks and Jews 
have differences but there is also a 
willingness to sit down and deal with those 
differences. As a matter of fact , since my 
resignation there have been more meetings 
between the two groups than there have 
Probabl ¥ been in the last ten Years. These 
dialogu~ have been Productive and POsftive . 
(59J 

Regarding 

Andrew Young, by contrast, did note that tensions had been 

building between Blacks and Jews. He spoke of the 

Possibility of race riots--had he not resigned irrmediatelY. 
~ 

Headl1nes in the newspapers such as: "Israeli Agents Turn 

Young in · were responsible in part, noted Young, for 

exacerbating Black-Jewish tensions. (601 

A pattern of amb1valence regarding Black-Jewish 

relat1ons and the Arab-Israeli conflict has continued well 

into the 1980s . Manning Marable's 1986 editorial on Israel 
) 

and Afr1ca along w1th Rabbi Andrew Baker's response 

illustrate the sensitive nature of Black-Jewish perspectives 

regarding Israel 1 foreign pol icy. Without doubt, serious 



-116-

attention is being devoted bY Bl acks and Jews to this arena. 

Each group has at stake, a form of nat i ona 1 and cu 1tura1 

Pride . Both Blacks and Jews seek to insure freedom. Peace, 

and securi tY for those they feel a strong connection t o-­

perhaps t hrough color. religion. or political i deology--in 

Israel. the Middle East, and Africa. Future Black-Jewi sh 

relations in the United States wil l hinge on the degree of 

success which is achieved in understanding and tolerating 

ambivalent points of vi ew. 
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Can't You Accept A Black _Man Or 
An Arab To Be As Human As Jews? 

l:IY Mll.TOS r Rl£Jl)fA:O. 
\\' r.Sll I :->1 :TC>'\ - Was ;.here a i p.>Ci31 .. Jc>w1~h · n.·~:xin.•e 
to the e~·enu a: tf:t: Democr;.!.lc :\auonar <: onvenuon m 
Chic1g.1.1~ 

It app1>ars that Jc·w~ responded like t'"eryt'k•I :: 
else-on!~ rr:<>rr ~o :'-lany roung people "'ere trou.blef1 
but ll • ·as a '!2-.-ea1 ·Old Jellish student who committed 
suicide in despa.lr al Columbia t;mverslly Her ac-uon 
indicated the deitrce of l'<>mm1tment of youth to tht' cause 
of peace ~d the ne11· polili~ idl'nllOfd hunwlr " ilh HabQn· 
~ probll'm ~ ditTt~I for Im. !he ZIOClUI )OUlh orga•m:a· 

older Jt"w. They "°'~ trodl· lion. The>· bad in common on~ 
11onall) l Uppurtcd Uti..~nt ond m11n cau•e """'°" 1n \ ·1rtnarn 
w ouwr rnncu of <h 11 hi.er Anolher obJe<11,~. ph~ an 
ou but •~ no"' ou~hl bt· vanous v.•)'~. wa1 tu µrnten \hf 
l"'ttn radtral lt01H onarrhr " hn>orri>! · "' tllt t.:suolisl,. 
and l b e crowing rl ghH .. IDJt - nl 
backlas.h . It ";u a d1tr.rt'n1 pn•pos•llon 

A conRIU<I• "' J~ ... .,i.. delt · for J~-. o''" 35 o~ 40 "l>n 
pt.eo • • Cb1taco 1nd1ca1cd dis. were 1dt"nt1(1rd w:tll J••,.ISll 
ma)' ovu pol:\~ bcl·12.ior and rau~s u ,. .• u •• thr Dernoc:ra: 
th<· INl11C•""'"' of tllf' C'On\~11 It' hrt• m.rlll~·· Ill:(' dtl•C• I• 
lion. lnduJ..d on Ille 1nfunrwl s.>Jd 11 • wa• (i.r l)tm n'>: onl)' • 
.a mpl1ne ,.,re d el c ~att't dil•mtooa but a P"N<>n• I md 
p1edi!C'd t n \ •c ~ l' r f" >irlcn \ Jt""- i'i:htlllumm~ 
thunphrc·~ :; , v. r U .,,. lt.C . .3rth' - 1 sav. <"'•J..,. tl(•.01t ... r.,I "·-.: :"e 
... ppun.t:r.. ~1.,.t J t,. l>h <)'e • .,_ luda aDd I 11ut •"'k." lie 
w itcUlt'S fr.11nd t llt' Ust' of said -~>" own daugnlt'r 
brul.1- (ortt b~ IUlhOttll~ "'l. at.1tnPt m r w•lt'H-J l.C .&Omf'~ 
<"t-'-'"-e J~\4t(:a11on~ "'urt· •. w • httre 1:i ttu' rrn-.o She is 
kno.,•lf<lc<'CI cvn\l!K"f'<I llut \lw dt'mcn,:n 

Thu; rcp,,n r r 1r.1r .. ·1r \'t'd a: uocu al'l' eaenual ror • bo:ner 
rar>dom appraxlrMlel)' Ml hip soclel)' and to clo~ 1ht' ll'lr. Shr 
pies, yipp1u anti ot'!«r younc urrif'd ~ a 11n tbai Pod. '\it't 
dt'mon•lt"aton Aboul one · lh t' troop• out nf S~• ~nn. 
fourth ldentinf'd lhrm~h·e. as t'Mlll\lt' . on1I t:h·r:>~o • ~ht' ... u 
Jt'w11h. Some ~rt' m1lhant •ft ln1 ... .i 1n a 111i.:ral JPv.•·n h•'""' 
assu\lnc t llror Jud•U<m T wo and 1 rnr"ura~ed h•r lo rt"ad 
Clrll • 'Ol'l' mezuuah Mt'kla<t'.l. abohl !l:au•m lnd au< Pl"'Pit'. 
a fOW\I INn d1.1pla,..,.:I lht' Star • s .... she- '"' for human ity and 
of David. ano\kr ,o;il.b l'fiK'dly qainst wu ll ,. wr)' 'implr 

The Baltimore 

Jewish Times 

September 

1968 

( p. 5) 

(Continued 

next page) 

13, 

on 

fnr her ll'lut ran I ja~ - Wt..t 
can I do• .. 

A1>1T1 rrom tM lfD~rllton 
cap. • n 1deolo&1ca l t'hUm 
-~ A 1>1"cal del~~ 
AMI ht• "''A~ lnlrn•s!NI In I• 
rath wnwal 1nl\ W ptt.wn·• · 
lion of ckm«Ta<) 1n thr Qnted 
~tea. llt u w the Dernocnlk 
Part)' COINllilUd to t.bcM alms. 
\\'llite iw ti-aht tht' nwe1 or 
L·.s. itM>h't'ITICnl 1n Vietnam 
was a m1ialakt'. 'tbt' danser o( 
Communism Is ewn ITIOl't' obYI· 
ou.s al\(!t thl- v.ar last year in 
tbe Mkldk Ea.si. .. 

\ '-,er 'twa a id It loalit<I 
to them as If IA"MI W"l'l' abll' 
to iakt care or wrwtr. ,,...-r 
wel'l' IDOtt urit.,nl pf'Oblt'nu 
Al\M \1 ictnam. tllcrt' wel'l' - t'•· 
"60il&Uoe. pc>lltt bnl 11 lily. • . .... 
dlrll aJld no.um u: our r1lMS. -
Ni- ud Humphrey _... rid· 
itWlcl. t'Nsldal1 ........ .,,_ 
~~. nit.ad 
polllks W t o so. 8111 h - • • 
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not 4o clear 11o·hat was to re. 
plate.ii. 

At lrai;t 1he you11~ knew 
where they s 1C1orl- for the mo 
ment. Tht'Y WCl't' ~pared the 
torment assa1hnl( middle-aged 
Jews. 

A 6flf-descr1bl'd llbt-ra l 
uked: "How can ! be a consist· 
ent civil Ubert:!rian "' hen l am 
convinced tha t Stokely Cir· 
michaei is as rl:i n gl"rou~ as Si r­
han Sirhan. I don·1 know what 
laws a ppl!' An a1ti!ator like 
Carmichal'I 1s far more danger­
ous than t he l\lu Kluxt'l"l' and 
Amcrk:in :S11zb Ht' :nu~t tx­
riut away .. 

Th11> <-ulhur,1 w;i- c1•ukl'd b~· 
CarmithM!l's a tinr~ss 10 a n 
Ar:ib s1U1lcn1 c.in"ention at the 
l'nh·ers1t~' of Michigan . De­
nouncing both America and l.s­
rael. Carmichr•t'! said he and 
o thtr !\egro m ili tants -.·ere 
rudy to take up arms a nd d ie 
if nccessarr to help the Arabs f,_ Palestine . 

Cannicha<:I !>oaste<!. --we v.i ll 
bttome the rmh column The~· 
can't stop us . . . There i.re 
many of :J~ who a:... i:ett rn;: 
prepartd and we llltcnd to 0£bl ----

fmpcriali :1m. W<• will righ t for 
F.c.~pt," 

Jew~ or the · :sew l.r!'I " \l.'er.­
;;,ktd 10 <'l)mmr1:1 \>'! • .::-mu.·h 
ael. Thct r rcpiles r:i ;a~"" rrom 
di~interut to a ftt· iinc • h3l tie 
was onlr t.ryin~ to be tlramattC' 
They made plain that one mus t 
IC'('fpl !llaC'k Po"'·er fanatiC'1s1:-1 
as "a phase or black l'm:inctp.1· 
lion j ust l:ke J ewish t-nu:icipa· 
lion yc-zrs ago in Israel. There 
WllS 1 lot of rhe:o!ic an -: •·io 
lt'nce fr.nm .le·A 1sh natio:ta~1sL~. 
(';int )'OU acccpl-' a blc.ck m:in 
or an Ar:ib a~f' t :ii: .1~ human 
a~ a Jc-w··· 

The Baltimore 

Jewish Times 

September 13, 1968 

(p. 5) 

-119-



• 

Copirol Sporli~t Huey Newton were aent to 
<""""'-.. - ••• 11 prtaon by "Zionist" mag-

ldeney of the United Scues lstracea. 
In 1968 on the "Peace and In Cleaver'• view, there 
Freedom P~" lic:lcet. But wu a diad.llction between 
be 15 perblpa best known antl~Zloniam and anti.Se­
for the beat aeller. "Soul mitlam. 
on loe," which he wrote ln He alleged tha.t Zl:mists 
Ca\lfornla'a Folaom State believed In trnpet1ali&ac 
Pn.on. slavery, and lrl oppression. 

On Dec. r1 an event for BIJlck Panther&, he said, 
radical hlatOry book• toot: were not anti.Semitic: 
plaoe in All:lera. Cleaver "W e are Jiwt anli- 1.reper­
bu&red and baaed Yuaer iallam, &ntl-c>pp reaaio n, 
Arafat. the IH4er of El &nti•elavery. We have to 
Fatah. Both recelnd at.and- make a d11t1nctior. betwee:i 
In& ontlona from 200 dele- Zlon1ate and Je,.,11 because 
1acee ud obeenera at tbe mere an youngnd.le&lawbo 
Flrat lnte.mal:lonatCo~eaa are also of J e..,tah ortgin." 
of Committees ot S141pon A few days ucer1 Clun: 
for Palestine. announced that tne BU.ck 

In .a .peed! cociatdered Pambera ln tbeUnlteCSi:ates 
reladvely moderate for El fully at.q>ported die Ar ab 
Fat.ah, Arafat plqed to cuerr111U fighting lanle\. 
fisbt until vlcmry oorer the He 11>ld tbeAlgeri&nnews­
Jrwa ud rejected the con- p,aper. "El MO\IJabld," Ula: 
c.p1 al a peaceful Middle 'Zlonlata" a'if'd to prennt 
Eut aoludon. He aaid that Black.a from ach ieving Ul: ­
vlolenoe wu die only way to eration. 
"libcratt" PaJeat.tne. Un .. Soul On lee" Cleave r 

Cleaver re.ponded with a •ua:&e•ted that aensldvt 
•ltrioUc attack on " Amer- young wbJtea aupponed t.'lr 
lean Zlonl.aai." He ex- cause of colore<! J>e<)9!es ~­
preued "beany .uppon" "t&un al a pill! complex 
for the Anlls. arising partly from "the 
Acco~ lO Cl.eanr, alaugbrer of the Jews by t~<' 

Blacka "can ao ioQaer auow Germans." 
Zlonlat1 111> polJlt ID die bones But Cleaver .ppears free 
of die vlcdma of Naz1srn and of aucb 1uilt. AmO!lll the ou1-
bllncl ua from 1he piles of scand!na "heroes" of world 
bonea die)' are m~ of the emandpalion be listed w:i~ 
P&leatllllao (Arab) people." Gamal Abdel Nauer, PrH· 

He dCllDWICed a 1111mber at ldent of Emt. 
lewa, lnc.ludllisAnhurCold- AD al Cleaver's "beroes 
bers, fonnrr &n1be.aaador to and models" were "people 
die United Nadcm and Dr. of color." 
Heftl'y JC=r, l>resldent Mentioned with Na .. er 
NlKon's l advleor on were auc.b men u Mao Tse-
forelp &In. Tuna and Chuu £0-L.ai. 
~er - &llfied 1'1&1 · 

"Jewlah ln1ellectuals" wen 
belplns • P!ald.:nt 1'lx11n 
formlllate aomn •. 1c pol icle<> 
which wrre "racist." He 
added that Black Pamber 
Jeadera Bobby Seale and 

The A.merican Israelite 
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-1 20-

J 



aa •• •!!!. s.y; .. . ,. .,. ''"'"'" 

The Ameri c an Israelite 

April 1, 1971 

( p. 1) 

(Con t . p.18) 

-121-



As We ·w •• Saying 

~-·- •> 1JN by two blad: Sudanese 
pui. pnod~ ln 1111 proper 
place. Tiie)' cbarse that 
250.000 blad: SudaMM ban 
been • bot to deub and 
uo.ooo baft 4le4 cl bu•er. 

Tbe b&lf million dead. they 
aa.ert,, wve tbe re.ult ol 
otflc:W pollcy wblcb the 
ArlJl..leel Kbanoum pern­
ment ie enford,. •1&1nat 
4,000.000 blacb In Southern 
SllCS&n. U o-l&Jltb of the 
blact popularJon la tJ Ued ott 
by pernment. men aeno­
dde.la.L nlld cbarae. 

"The peadon. bowc• er. 
npoeed more lban the 1eno­
cldc f&nl&a)' of American 
black mlllw11a. All the far 
left Near-. the bta-name 
black feader8 Ill nlle In 
AIJerla or tboee takl• tbelr 

leisure clacwhcrc In Africa, 
ban been preaclllllg tbc 
•Uest and -Semitism. 

••• 
He lben pointed out that 

llracl's enemies Jn tbe black 
community have promised 
EIYPI ti.\ black American 
•olunt~r a old 1 c ra would 
bclp lhc Arabs a1a ln11 laracl 
1nd notes flmbcr th.at be bu 
aeen no niah of such black 
rclnforccmcn1s . And he con­
cluded! 

"Tbc disciples ol bl1a­
l1m and tbr1r wtu1c i;;yco­
pbanrs now uc called ~n 

tlnuc to ur·ae Negro Amcr1-
cane to belp the A rabc 
ntcrmlnate laracl? 

Tbe fate ol the blacka of 
the Suct.n and the fate of 
the Berticra •ho a1&o h&v•· 
bttn •lctlrnl i.cd by Arabs 
m l1b1 well concer n Amcn­
can black a who prOICSl 
a g a In a 1 t.ract-mc earn,• 
ls!'"acl which In the f.,w yurs 
s ince the 1u1c was born has 
1rad11ated U.000 black Al ri ­
una f rom her flourlshlnJl 
1nstltutlons ot higher <.'duca­
non. 

to become sometbJna d>cy -----------
ban ne.er been: consl11en1. ··a 111 lilt • •- 1""" -· 
Arc they for !he tlberadon ..... - et iM """' tt<IPl••t> 
front In blact Sudan u tht')' or • 111t. .. -=n.i1oe ta T~ 
declare tbemaeln1 10 be A-nc- ..._.... Far I-tr 

for the liberation front In C*-• ... - •IN "' u~o 
Vietnam? Do tbcy oppose- ta i-t. ei&lo .,., -·: T•• 
die Arab-led 10Ycrnmcn1 In -Mor-·•.-., &Ill. 
ICbanoum, or do Ibey con-

The American Israelite 

Apri 1 l , 1971 

(p.18) 
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Blade Convention Softens Resolution: 
Condemns Israel, But Would Not Destroy It 
~ EW \'ORK 1JT Al-A 1polies11Wl for lM SaUonaJ Black 
PollunJ CoovenUOll tw conlll'!Md to tM JTA lhal • ret'elll 
mttuns of ill Jlffrin& comlllilltt unanimou.aly apprcwed 
a "recUOed" and "sol\ened" version o( a ruoluUon adopled 
m Gal)'. Ind. Mareh 12 which aJled for lbe chs-ftlber· 
- nt ol lsrad. 

Attonl11•1 lo J.i..11 llU_, 
>l>)'Or ltochanl C lbtci.tt .t 
Cory and ~P- Charlft C. Ilia • 
Jr, lfl.MldW, "°'dlllnaaa f//f 
th< llKll h liliral C.•~don. 
.. • •nl • lone .,th._ Ilk) ,..,1Md 
'"™°" lbal ~ lsratl 
for Ill< " forttM «n1polioll" 0( 
Anb tt<mlort Mtt f" lim,natrct 
tn.- ~all r...- b rwl'> d""911ftnbrf ........ 

S f"tthPt Katrtwt ftOf fl1q 1 
rouht bf> ttacbc-d d1r'f'C1i) for 
tom rMnt All am to Hat.c_ht r 
1old lht IT A lb.II U.. .. ,.., 
..... u.. .. _ cni ... 1 - ... 

, ... ~ rnol•ll ... ..... b.od 
.., th< ona •u l W'hoch lit "" 
atf«d - ... nron unaa,· a.nd " ""'"' 
f"l':Wftt1\o-. of the- ton\ n tion 
bl wholt 

v.--11a-1 
" '"' b - .,, tk u - · .,.,.. of, ... C:0..lftlllOMI ~ 

r MN"V..., • 11&.rh WMirft a MMIU 
...,,. "''""flWal VI Wu Jun.caoo 
lol&ttl> 21 ta cld'- fl( ..,_l'a 
U bl<ott. thrtt do)11 lloof'lh tlM' 
Blwt f 'utwendon • ttrins f'Otn> 
nlllltt llWl I t ffowanl \ lftl\'et 
.. ,, .. _._.,.... Tiit Ao\«' 
_,,._ ... u..1 ..,. , ......,. bodln. 
wu M'f'ft • 1 rt;11Ucha11on of tM 
Ca~ .....,lull0t1 
M~ C'arvllnt~ ltu.......,.. t•l.c~ • 

~,_ ....... 1 .. , . "''"" • !In 
qllHUaet<I 'i lM IT/I 111• 1 
lbtrtt _...,, I ..,N ftlrhl°• tlrl "'"" 
lhf' 8tarii r.tuf'V,, •111trn-.•nt o( 
ll1irc-h 21 and t hf' 1tttnnt rom• 
mutn· "'°"oluJ1vn of Mirr-ti 24 
si... ~"1 I IW BU.-~ Cone,......,,,. 
1 J 4,:aue U" -0,Wr-1H •odc-.-t.t 
- th of t~ Ka1-al 81..._ 
Pohtu·•I l'on,t'nhnn and, '"'•· 
ratNS 1h11 (hr tanrr·, rto \ ttoed 
~I u111i1n • ~ a f'Ofn,pronuw-
1'\'-acft.fid Ill lM tntf't"'Hb o/ Utl) 

ll" l 'u- - 11 •b 
..So~...S bt 1 band \otf' Md 
rhJt •M dtdn•1 Ulo_. wtwt:Mr 
1•1~ ''Oltd fur 1t. A«on1la1 
10 lilfYti1. tblt "''iwd \~Rton 
• on \laa.nllnOUJ I?~ 1 l 
l~u..- cir- IMI llw ITA 

th.al IM '1ttriD• tommttltt 
rOfH't'nrd In H -t'C'UUu M:MJOft 

- M n-'; to ~ • 
..-.iU• fl/ uauy • t wo -co• 
trownlol" ,..,..., • .,.,,. odoplrd 
1t t.bt Cu) ('QDWl"ltlon. oftt on 
l!Usiat anti tlw Ollltr Oft t.rHL 
,,..~-~ 

O\t r ll!r NaL Hlt<htr llld U.. 
uunt e.fta.ll'IMA. baa•u 
8arolr.a ol s ... ortt. S .J llllt 
poet W.r~ .Jooa>. 11 _,.... • t• 
lnlded ..,. lbt N I• c bainun 
llDd NPAMt>llll- "' lh~ N .. 
lloaal 8 llld< l'oltt~•I Coa1 ..... 
~ 

The- ,..,n.rd ,..,,.1ho11.-.n ttr 
rt.arrd ,,._.,,,..,..rt ut Uw Ore.a.au.a 
tloe '1( Atnal> Uo1u "' lb« o1 
ftm.I """""8Uli~ tlOd) t puk 
llll fot Alticaa.. on tM t roci11• 
acnt. II raot....i lhal lb< _ , 
tloe o( lilt OAC • t.r .. 1 &Dtl • 
--..1 .-101- adoplt<I b) U.. 
Cn lt..S S o11ons Horno:i lll1l11• 
CommtUion condrtnn1ni:: IJTM l 
rot tht all"Ct'"d m 11trt-11mrnt or 
An._ ta I.be ocnipWd Cf'mton.-t 
nn"fl.irantl .-.Ud." 

1'lilit ,...,-tad l"l!IOIU\Joa f'D 

do,..., " llw OAl"• "°'"'°" tall· 
U>I for t0NkrnA1t M>.n or ttw+ lJ,. 
, ... ,I I O\f'r'1U'IW:nt for lb t &• _ ...,,, .. , -"""'> and fo<rdl.I 
«"Npiii1*1 of lbe toWn.p 
wmw, ol aooUl-f' r 1ta1c; r01 
ftW'UVF'ft to bit \&kfn to •Ue­
' 'Lltt the t tdft:ri nc and 10 un 
?l'O• • lb• _.uon or 1114' Pa~ 
l ln.U poo;>W: """ foi ... ? ..... o( 
llw tlroUlo o( lbt "• lnUll.lfll 
,W"O,atc> lor w-1f4tif'""1n• tt0n •· 

Thr rnol1.1t.- allo ca.UH ror 
- ._,.,,.._ ID lbt U"1 C-. 
llllWool °" Hu- lliOlu' ,...... 
. ..... alft<11ftc Ill• ._,_.,.. .. 
,,,,_ ... Ind pb) t lCJll -
t<r ol llw 4lttll.,;.d 1.trriloroo 
...., tlw ntbll ol llwlr iallab! 
WIU." 

T-. ZTll ...,_ WI Wal ,., r_ r ..... uo,. 11w ..._ .. 
fro. WMllJQC!Oll. l'.C.. Pl'• ....... °"' llw -IM4 ..nAOll w ·~blf'C'\ lo rwnhf' r f'e'\"Q_-.rl 
b.> , . .,MMD n1it" "'k ca•a. u.;t to 
AMtlZ2 

The Baltimore Jewish Times 

April 14, 1972 
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aa-Aa-• 
A ronnal ,_llWnl, lo be 

u. ... ,, .. UM Bio<+. Actod.t.. '" 
to be ra11r...i I>) IN .w.n.c ._....n.., ,. 0.--. N .C. 
Kay I - ..... - ltay It n.. 
Bladl AcflWla. •n---uec 
lhf> ,_.,...., tt•,•C.•hlhOft 11l'U , .. 

1CT1bo<I .. IM ITA at a IUI~ 
""""' dc-tlth"C: ,..,.. l'-"'Uib &r'Ml'd 
•tum Blad... '"""' ratl) - ,n 1mo1W1 ...,....,d-

.. ,.a11 .. h1lr. ... V."lllJuftC\O&. 
kt? ' ""''" Si1• n U• 0 l . cM1r-. 
mJin ol the' ··~·•0011 11.,.• 
C•""'" W rt.J"rattd .... ttvnC 
"'?,..011 or IM N11- or i.. 
rwr 1n tru.t'rtina 1N te)t ol ltw 
Ca l.H"UJi ' Utrmc'f'll 1n Chr Cor. 
1tn .... wn1I ltttord Sut1n1 lh• t 
lhc.· C1UC'\li - r•&Jnrnu Ila pou 
lktl'I on tht' ~au• <'I lu'ML .. 
Sl'*t.."<1> dttl .. ~ .. , Wr'KC m y 
tolltlCW'l I nd m.) ft llow en. .. 
Un.J to'°'""'" 4hm9'& lhf' PMJ.. 
O\f"f . ........ '" l"f'tlM'tnbH1tt1t ... 
, ..... .a.n4 • 1Jt11tt .... , ""''"' 0 .. 1 
,....,.,,~ .nd .. ,n-o, th . .. .n lnd .. 
,wnd~I nalton -

lw IOld lhr llou~ W I .,,.. 
frieftCWI•? lhll rau lt lilotWft'O 
lltr U...d or Ion.I - 1M< 
\ 'ovnc Atr~n N>•Cbbon t.t. 
wrrond 1n th.· toec·i«rm 
tnendlhl? bot wttn "-ncan 
lt<I'> - 8Llck AownaN -

f,..llf~:!l ."'1~ s:'~.:0 ... ~ 
I.Ml ....,, .. 111<,.. II< tu rned lhal 
" lautl ..,.. ....... a ble IO ...... 
_,,,. o/ tbr Pf'Ob .. IDI whll 
whi<t. our COWlll') i1 11111 
cnP?hnl " Tbr lt rMllA. M 
ed<kd. "hi••· ror nam,plc. -._...,(Jin.at t•roa&b Vpotl Ow 
en....,.. tM"lmtnC ,.,....,,,.... fll ...,, 
m 1o" end - 1 ... ,__,,.,. .. I 
w tr Ow co.>ow A l•HOtUh•> U.1a1 
n:dta kt....-n b url ud IM 
Mn 8n w•c·ttbon • 

The Baltimore Jewish Times 

April 14, 1972 

( p. 3} 
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SoJ Day ..41 7'fM! UN 

Israel vs. Black Africa 
a, J. L c:-Ma. lpodal U.Jlt. 0...- fw NNPA 
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The Baltimore Afro-American 

SEPTEMBER 14-18, 1976 

AJC's shocking excuse 
ft is shockino t o have the 

Americ1n Jewish Conaress 
suggest to bl1ck Americans 
tl'llt l srtel's trNe with raci\t 
South Afrie1 is no worse or 110 

better thin that bet ween 
some bl1ck Afrie1n CO\mtries. 
and the White SouPremacists in· 
South Africa. 

Israel is peddling deadly 
military materi a ls and 
assistances to South Africa 
along with ttie orowino com·· 
rMrCial tr~. 

Not one bl«lt Afrietn coun: 
trv tNt we know of Is seflino 
South Afria milit1ry hard· 
ware that an be used In the 
"400dY russacre taklno place 
there now as the minority 
ruting group guns down men. 

women and chi ldren who 
demand nothing more than 
freedom. · 

It mav well be that Jews in 
this country cannot prevent 
lsr.ael 's bloody military 
dealinos with'South Africa 
any more than bla ck 
Americans can control 
economi c tndino between 
other Afric.n OJtions Ind the 
Nazi-type race supremacists. 
· But the deeP, historic tiH Of 

kinship between blacks 1nd 
Jews In America deserve bet· 
ter than the kind of painful 
strains the AJC could create 
with its head·ln·the-Slnd ex· 
.cuse for Israel's completely 
unacceptable military 
cooperatio n with South 
Africa. 
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Middle East progress 
F'11r ~· r:1r 1> lh" ,,FRO hu f;n!'li<lhr p"'rern-rl1011L 

' " 'l''t'l'n a rtlurn o( ;1 1 IN•..t """ " ' rr, •hr ·.~FRO 1.-ould 
l'lr>!'l nf thr ~rob trrrlton· <lC'· nN bl' ch ~turbed abl!ul a ht'l· 
111pit'rl hr li;r11el ;i~ unr of tnt' tlf'ml'nl 1n1·oh·ini onlr £11~ pt 
nrrt'-'>Br~-. kc1· ~It'll" 1011;·ar•I :ind l!'Tarl. a.~ ~•arter • a,. IM~ 
l·,.~l'~ in lhc lruubled Altd•llt' 11• lhl' \\l'll11rr rt( 11thf•r nat l .. ni; 

~:a~l . ---- :.n°I fM"'lplrs :ind lhrtr lnlt'T'l'l\15 
'\r"rr mind t~e bri<"lcb::ili; arr oot rnmpromi~. 

" hwh h:ll'f' <"lfn«' nur 11 81• fl'f t111 \ M' lllemrnt b1· t : iiq>t a nit 
.. ,mt' Am_trican Jews. imp'>r· l •r:>el m1cb1 not i uannltt Ion:: 
;ant pro11:rei;~ 1~ hl'ins: mall~ bi· ·term r>earf' hnl it .. ould bl' a 
r ~~pl 3nl\ 1.r11 el 1trn ard ~ \lnr lh\\hill' ~lrp in thal dircc• 
, ... are 11; htch e1·entu111l~· 1rill ni· l1un. 
c·11nipn~i; lht' entire n .•iion _ 1- 'C•'<"rl fflr Snia. non~ oC lhe 
; 1 :it1 11 hirh has rftu rn II( m••• t ntht' r lnucl rirntl!~tf'r> tin IT'Uch 

"•·i·npit'd trrrilnrirs 8,~ ~ rorn .. r· frnnthnr fiehtinc,. hen th .. rh1p~ 
•1•1111' 'lflht' arrnnirm•·nl. nrt' lit>wn Srri:> "ill lh1r ' "·'"'" 
~'.H•r sinrr Prri.id t'nt An"'" ;.hr1ul irn10:: In'' ar . o~t 

1':1d«l mcidf' hii; unprrc•rt1t>nlM lHil l'I "'ith11ul t.:::~ 1• 1 •• ~ a 
'""WI' iC>urnp, 1., J, r;irl hr :in•I fmnthnt' ullr. 
l 'rirnt' Mini:r-l;r ~lt'lklht'm lk>s:in It •~ 11nt1t>'n 1:t11t11hl1• th :il 
1of IH;wl hai·r i-n nt-entio•nu: !';1d11• . Rr:i in. PreM•lr111 C'1<rter 
, .. n•IU!'h in nn t'ffnrL lu llt'hll.'\~ ''"'' lhC' nll1f'r. interna1 1onlll 
., 1 ,..3ct'iulsettlr~nl. _lea~t'n ennt1nu .. lo ini;1 • t 

puhhrly 1 hat thcr 11rt' ~uppt>r· 
llnJ <t '·<'nmprf'tlt'nl'l\'l'" Pt'OI~. 
Titlht'r thun a bll1ternl nnt. 

The ·is!lt1tf. of nrrur>i f'rf 
1.-rntorif'\ ;inti 11 hnme J'llllt' fur 
lh1• P1l~st.inlan~ are :imun& lhe 
m;c1or h11rdlt!i. 

Thu, rar, only F.l!YPI ;imoni: 
th•· ... ri. b na ti•1ni< hkit m01 .. d 
t11 iomaltrall~ 1'11.,lllrd rt>urhin" a 
(lt'lir+' lll'ttlemt'nl . 

11 "'"° m1u.1 nnl be 01·.-rlnnlt('tf 
1 hat S:11lal r11ntt0l rr.11kt' pt-are 
(tor thf' olhtr m1lifln.~ 3flSI I ~· 

''""'""' inc·l111\1ni: 1111 lht' ~liddle 

flu! lh~ \'llue 
0

nf a hilali-ral 
nnl' is.,,, rm~n tht fut..J~ 
of n t•1n1pr~ : eat·P th:> t 
al ~iult1 l1fll ht' !!hottth:tll(!~ m . 
!ht publ1r nrt'lll - n11r "hould 
S:ll\i.t anti !:'eJfn drlay rell<'hioi: 
a hil:ittT&I peat'l' a~l"t'ement . tC 
tl\lt i~ all v.1\idi ii pm11ible """ 
v. hllc 1.1·aitin& for a broactrr 
dral. 

The Baltimore Afro-American 

January 7, 1978 

(p.4) 
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YOUNG ,_,,_.,,.,. ,, 
laal'f ~ _.:lblt. 
Ht~ -1'1 ~olftlt ~ 

\&ll.olloa" ....... llt Pt.O ..._. 
llold ...S ~ ca•po (or IM 
......i .. P"bU< .,, • ....,. lbr I.ht 
orpNUUon 

YOUllO'S .. 
BOBT 

Aattd ir IN llad Q1 ...... 10 

1nw1oe bu Poll. "'""" aid iw 
w1abed IO claril) baa -.1,._ftl 
"'!•• tine Allatotr Sllcbanlltk). 
lM So"*' Jr.'11.b -pru.oeer or 
- · Wfllla°"l'f'dpollUnl 
p.-.. la lk UlliW<I Slain 

"'That'•~ 00t ~- Yov111 
lold IDC' • Jt wa.1 ftf"'W'f' t\iUy "'° 
....,, ....... a.ml """"' t bit- 1•pn:-w.1un 
u.11 t 41d ""' .-uppilrt Mh. 
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- nwujUJtU.._.itt I 
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a1ac1t-J•wh• au1 
Barta Peace Sff•rta 

Sy ae•ert S . ... al 
11 you ask While Hovw Preu Sectetaty Jocly ,.,,_ lor ~ aippnlaal 

ot tne oeec>. current frac1Uf1! ol 81.ek..Jewla/I ..iatloftlhlPI. lie t1-
1ne polittc.aUy eoothtng Niiiy: "Tlll1 cont,,,_..y doesn't _, 10 • 
h ttt o l beans .· 
It you Uk 1uc.h widely k11o wn 

8 1K' I-IS &I PrOI- K«i· 
nerh Cl&<I<, Georgia.Sta t• Sei\alor 
Jullan 8oftd, Congrea.,,_ ,..,,. 
en Mllc.h•tt and Wauer F841nlt0y, 
end 01 Joaepn Lowery, p<Uci.nt 
ol 1he Southern Olnstlan Lader· 
1r11p Conference. they Jll'lfl tell 
you tNt Amt<ica'a Blac.k comm­
"nity hU deel&<ed Ill I~ 
"""cc lrom old Jewla/I etllea. 

Some ol lheM lr.ey r;g.,,. W>d 
othen wlll underacote IOllQ­
smouldt-nng 1ea.en1men1 11 wN1 

The American 

• 1t>e1 uwm Jewllh ·con~sion 
...., llTC>llane9 .•• 

F0t good ,.....ute, they • •II 
lhro• in lhe i..- .al~ judg· 
menl lha t . 1tt., a ll, the only "­
Jews matched witfl Blackl to 
Selmo al\d 10119111 alongaide 
Blael<s l0t the llUMOe of clYlt 
ngflrs legi11111lon, end engaged In 
101n1 01&nnlng 10 dec.rMM oo-· 
11. ·the Jewia/I mo1iv11Hon wu 
eactuahoely Mll·int..sl. 
Wflat l\appen a then - you 

' Conl;ftUtlO Oft "• t 
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Prize wlMlng carloon 
Thia earl- by ARtp Stoff Artht "'°"'91 Stockett, wt.kt\ .., .. red In our 
October 21, 1979, edition, won ..cond ploce _.,,, lfl the enn.el edltoriol 

cartoon co1r1petltlon of Notlonol New'flOpel'I Pvbll.tt.r. Auocloffon. 
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Jackson raps Demoerats 
,. WASHINGTON <UPI> I~ liwalJ ... 

- CtYi1 ..... ...... llltialdltila • It ..... 
Je1M . .JaCU. lau II 1111 ,,.... ...._ 
deaantud th willllllllll~. -tll 
Dmaocntic ~ fs alt .. IQ ll •1 I 5 tD 
deaoaaciq lsrHl'1 -. • kAld ti ~ ..... .,~.- .... ., ~.,.... 
aid die .-rtJ'l l'llidml dll baabolU., Hd 
are ··~bJ• _.........._,. 
reaetioa ... lO "'• ..,,., f91lJ Clllldll'l 

=~~ .... =~ ... -= ID .......... widl JlilftMd .... ft 

die ~ ..... Net· ~· ... 1111 
••11'1 "Ne•1•1trw lmlMral---
a..lilJ" . ~ tlll ..... 

' lillld ti ~rrrl -Mu•.W..lllatil 
Oper1tioa PUIB tD -:.:..u ~. 
~· a._...._ w · Pl'W'lil• 
"llDU ud ~pa---" jllitiee, W. afftra ; 
...,_.. at -tM aeraal liel wltlt tile 
D•••eiauc alal· AMWM.w...._ I 
eo••••tl•* h ............ ti••"· 
...... 0 ';e+t Jiit ~ , •• _ .... • .. 
·._..lwiil ... AlbBIJf . .... llllclll .. ....., 
..... ' 1' ., ... ""ir .... ... _........., .. ... ----- -..... .. 
..... llllcr .. ~ ne Deaecratle 

· aid. "W ·i.i ...... pa ;t 1111 __ ...._ 
............ t!_dlllJ .............. 

Eclw1rd K.....tJ 1Dd 
.... Vkll Praident ............. 

Wt dllre in 
•1 ••t rather 

•k" llltakl. 
.. Jlcb9' c:rilicu.d 

Pre1ldHt JlHf.:~ DOUd• ..,..,. 
~telfeetlllleb. 

"TM poblic, OHrt 
•brace ol ScKatll 
Africa ... II et '8ut 11 
llltmiw to•• die U.S. 
...... • trlde 
..,_.-'WW. am PLO 
..... be '° die ,,... -··•'1.'' JacboD 
aid. 

"Or tlllt ilhOl ud 
...... ndlf..u.e 
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TMUlllOA'I', MA'I' 21 , t Wf 

Opinion (p.A-5) 

Black Hebrews must struggle to ~urvlve 
Recent _,.,,.. by the 

Bl9ek ~ to IWllOUllOI 
llleit 81111-s.mlllc end 81111· 
Zionlat ectlvlll• thloughovt 
Ille United 8'81 .. -ve not 
from eny belllg11 ct1&11ge of 
heart by euppot1etl In 

wtva . Ben Amml It cun'911tly 

mam.o 10 ti\--· not Including .... fide Prtc.. FIOel· 
lty w1t11111 a pol10lfllOUI union 
11 strictly obMIWCI . 
Of Ille Mlulll, I I ... It 400.,. 

atlleleta , tllat 11 IMY 1\1"9 

~ tMlr ~ 
cltilllnltllp but not 
..... I dttz.llfllp. Upon tuin­
lng 11, tn09t but nol .. , ~ 
Hebrww9 routinely ~opt . ,, 

\ 

In the Nrly )'NfS, 
tM g10up ataged 
"plOtutt" • t th• 
local aupermarlcet. 

(Cont . on p. A-16) 
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The Cutting Edge 
~ ............. , 
~ , ... °""""9 po4k» 

~ ........... ---...--.wll>e .............................. .,,. .. _ .. __ 
--. ..... .._ ....... 
•-•""'110811!1'ooiloljlll . 
- lor Ille-' 10 Of 1$ 

_. ...... -­-_.....,.Md_...., _....,.....,_.._ ....... _ ........... ..,....._. __ __ 
............ -- ol 
Oilllolla - - ............ ol - .......... 
K,uout ta l t ...._ lin .................. ,,.,..... ., --...... , .... 
oNNM1 Ille Oft -- In 
"'9-llor!N-' 10or 15 ,...., ... °""" a.r-. 
~~ -­
- -- CoowNtlee • • Md " .._, - 10 • 
hill of ...... ,.,,..,... It.Ing 

For IN peat 
1~, cult 1 mambws ,...,. 

ll'letl ~bly 
with tM/r 
nelgltbofs. 

hiUkSOAt . .... .. JI I M I 

(p.A-16) 

0411,ner1 proa.ecuteo the 
~ao.1 C..'-'llnQ I OrU ttC 
..o..ctton 1n 81~ -.. 
1~ Montnly donation• . 
-"'en hacs prevtou:atr come '" 
br CIOth ca.ah Md 1..0lt!Oftal 
o.n,_,ng, f\ld dn:lipp9IS to 
....,.,, S2000 per - · ..... 
the "°""""""Y~ ,_,tl1ly 
ouovei ......... _....,_.,, 
G0.000 

°'""'......,,..of -llegal\ Ol)'lnt 11P M well 0118 IO 

Black H«J,.w 
tOITOW O\'W 
1ntl.Zlonl1m /1 
bom mottly out of 
a dn,,.,.tlon to 
aurvlve. 

/ 
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CHAPTER THREE 

Affirmative Action and Quotas:· A Convnon Concern 

At the close of the 1960s. a cry of warning was sounded 

by some Americans against what they Perceived to be the 

Perils of preferential treatment based on race. In the 

months following the Democratic National Convention in 

Chicago, Dr . Abraham Duker , an influential Jewish Professor, 

then an administrator at Yeshiva University, cautioned 

Orthodox Jews about the 'extremist attitudes' of Black power 

advocates and Jews of the New Left regarding the 

redistribution of educational and economic opportunity. 

Duker emphasized what he saw as the potential damage--to 

mainstream Je·•s involved in business , the Professions, and .. 
• the civil services--that would result from the substitution 

of racially based education for the •merit system. " [1J 

Daniel Patrick Moynihan seconded Duker ' s fear that Jews 

would be victimized by preferential treatment for African-

Americ~s. Moynihan, while Director of the Joint Center for ,_____... ' 
Urban Studies of M. I. T. and Harva'rd 1 n 1968. attached the 

label of •raci~lism• to what he saw as a future trend on the 

part of businesses and educational institutions to favor 

Blacks at the expens~ of Jews . C2l Robert E .. Segal . a Jewish 

columnist carried 

likewise expressed 

by 

his 

Cincin~ati 's A1neo~can 

ambivalence toward the 

Israelite, 

issue of 

preferential treatment of Blacks. Conmenting on Moynihan 's 

remarks. he agre~d on the one hand with the need to foster 

educational and economic opportunities for Blacks; yet, 1 i .ke 

/ 
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Duker he did not want to see Jews displaced from their hard 

earned Jobs or academic standings. Segal was uncomfortable 
' 

with an approach which called for the introduction of 
__,---.-

preferential quotas to Promote Black advancement. He 

remembered that, not so many years ago, quotas had been used 

to the detriment of Jews, as tools of exclusion. [3J 

Four years later, as Richard Nixon, George McGovern, and 

George Wal lace prepared for national campaigns, Phi 1 iP E. 

Hoffman, then newly elected President of the American Jewish 

Committee <AJC> echoed Segal 's thoughts on the Pitfalls of 

quotas. Hoffman emPhasi zed that i ndj vi dual merit had to be 

the basis on which any democratic system. attempted to 

correct an uneven distribution of wealth and power. [4J Dr . 

. David SidorskY, a professor of Philosophy at Columbia . ~ 
Uni~ersitY in 1972, suggested, at the time, that reparations 

for discrimination against certain minorities could be 

achieved without quotas. He foresaw that governmental, 

affirmat; ve action initiatives would ultimately result in the 

introauCtion of a quota system. In disapproving of 

government agencies that sponsored affirmative action 

programs, Sidorsky went so far as to charge them with anti­

Semi ti sm. [ 5 J 
# 

According to columnist Segal, television reporter Eric 

Sevareid's dismissal of Jewish Senator Abraha~ Ribicoff as a 

vice presidential selection, on account of what Sevareid 
' Perceived to be the strong Place of anti-Semitism in American 

life. confirmed that anti-Jewish sentiment continued to 

hamper Jews· in their quest for equal opportunity. [6J Segal 

/ 
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noted that Republicans and Democrats paid serious attention 

to the issue of discrimination against minorities and women 

in their election year deliberations; in contrast. he Pointed 

out that Jews received no special help when they were most in 

need. Segal agreed with the endorsement. in 1972. by the 

National Jewish Community Relations Advisory Council <NJCRAC> 

of affirmative action programs which were geared to create 

equal opportunity in employment and education for minorities, 

and he concurred with that group's reJection of Preferential 

quotas as a form of minority reparations. [7J 

Black congressman Louis Stokes held a completely 

different perspective on quotas from that expressed by Segal 

and si gni fi cant members of the American Jewish 1 eadarshi P. 

Stokes argued that the quotas which minority Americans sought 

were not exc 1 us i onary. Unlike quotas which had been used 

against Jews in the past, these quotas were, according to 

Stokes, to be employed to create a foundation on which to 

b4119/ equal minority representation. , (8J As a Black 

PO 1 it i cal 1 eader, he was irate a·bout the way in which the 

Republican and Democratic President i a 1 candidates 1 eft 

minority representatives out of ttie decision making Process 

when they exclusively confided their stan~s against quotas to 

Hoffman of the AJC. j, 
Conmenting further on the Perce~ved inJustice to Blacks 

as a minority group, the Baltimore . Afro-American expressed 

disappointment ti1ith the reactionary trend which it c\aimed 

was under way in America. ·what in heaven's name is it that 

quotas suPPosedlY have done for blacks that whites don't 

I 
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think is right?" the paper thundered in September of 1972. 

C9J Blacks were at the bottom of the socio-economic ladder . 

the Afro-American contended; moreover, the paper's editors 

scolded, white Americans were callous when it came to Black 

deprivation. Greed, it seemed to the Black editors at the 

Afro-Amerjcan , Produced apathy on the part of Whites to the 

plight of their Black neighbors . [lQJ 

During the 1970s, the fight to gai n Jobs in the work 

force and seats in university classrooms moved to the 

forefront of Black-Jewish relations. Equal opportunities and 

equal outcomes 1n emploYment and educational admissions were , . 
throughout the decade, central concerns of Blacks and Jews . 

Significantly, it must be noted that equal opportunity does .. 

not · necessarily guarantee equal results . Batt ling 

discriminatory intent in hiring or admissions maY increase 

the likelihood of equal OPPortunity; however, the elimination 

of discriminatory intent in employment and admissions 

practices . ·s· not the same as filling actual slots wi th 

minority workers and students who were Previous1Y victims of 

discrimination. C11J 

Two controversial court battles in the 1970s prodded all 

Americans into devoting more serious attention to the failure 

of past legislation to correct the unequa1 distr'1>ution of 

wea 1th and power 1 n America. Defun is ~ Odegaard and Ih.e. 

Reeeots Qf California y_._ Bakke forced Jews and Blacks. 

especially, to further define and defend the means by which 

they each felt Justice would best be accomplished. 

In Preparation for the legal battle he planned to fight , 

I 
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Marco Def uni s. Jr.. a Sephardic Jew who had graduated as a 

Phi Beta Kappa and Magna Cum Laude from the University of 

Washington . hired lawyer Josef Diamond of Seattle to 

represent him. DeFunis initiated his suit against Charles 

Odegaard. then president of the University of Wash ington. in 

an effort to gain admission to that institut ion ' s law school, 

which prior to litigation, in 1971. had twice reJected him. 

A trial court in Seattle. Washington found in favor of 

Defunis ' claim that he had been discri minated agai nst because 

of his race and that his Fourteenth Amendment r ights of equal 

Protection under the l aw had been violated . E12J 

Consequently. the University of Washington--under a specia l 

order by Justice Willi am Douglas--was forced to admit DeFu~is 

t d its law school. However. the decision of the Seattle 

court was appealed to the state Supreme Court , which si ded 

wi th the uni ver sity. Ult imately , the case was brought to the 

Supreme Court of the United States where. in 1974, it was 

pronounced "moot" because Defunis had already been allowed to -
enter law school. E13J 

Blacks and Jews had mi xed feelings regarding Defun1s )L... 

Odegaard . Three maJor Jewish defense organizations. the 

Anti-Defamation League of B' na1 B' rith CADU, the American 

Jewish Conmittee. and the Ameri can Jewish Congress . a ll 
. .J 

supported OeFunis i n his stand for individual merit against 

the university' s pol1cY of group preference based on race . 

However. two signif.icant organizations, the Social Act i oo 

Conmission of Reform Judaism and the National Council of 

Jewish Women supported the university and its affirmative 

I 



-176-

action admissions Policy. [1 4) From the Black perspective, 

Maryland State Senator Verda F. Welcome and Baltimore City 

Councilman Clarence II . "Du" Burns sympathized with Defunis: 

each Black politi ci an expressed an aversion to ·reverse 

disc rimination " which penalized non-minority students; yet 

Welcome a 1 so voiced her concern for mi nority advancement. 

Congressman Parren J. Mitchel 1 opposed Defuni s · stand and 

openly advocated a quota system to insure Black admission to 

colleges and Professional schools . [15 J In his opposition to 

quotas. Clarence Mitchell. Jr., then executive director of 

the NAACP CNati onal Associ at ion for the Advancement of 

Colored People ) , made a cri t ical distinction bet ween quotas 

and aff irmative act ion . "A quota imposes a ceiling and as a 

matter of law is ill egal ,· he said . "The affirmative action 

program, on the other hand , establishes a goa l , and under the 

decisions of the Supreme Court up t o now is lega l." [16J 

According to Mitchell, the NAACP OPPosed Defuni s' stand 

bec~u~e i t threatened to block a maJor avenue of Bl ack 

advancement : affirmative action . [17J 

University affirmative action programs and the Black 

benefic i aries of such endeavors were also threatened bY the 

arguments on behalf of Allan Bakke against the Regents of the 

University of California i n the late 1970s . _1 Litigation for 

Bakke, a thirty-four year old white engineer who was turned 

down twice by the Un1vers1ty of California at Davis ' medi cal 

school, resent>led DeFunis ' lawsuit a few years earli-er : 

attorneys for each Plaintiff claimed that their client 's 14th 

Amendment rights had been violated . Both OeFunis ' and 
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Bakke' s lawyers argued in their separate defenses that, as 

wh1 te males, their c 1 i ents were victims of "reverse 

d1scr1mination" on the basis of race. [18] 

Blacks responded to the charge of "reverse 

discrimination" with disPleasure; in general, they viewed the 

accusation as further Proof of an ongoing reactionary trend 

amongst Americans. Roy WiH~ins expressed the sentiments of 

many African-Americans when, in an editorial carried by the 

Bal t 1 more At ro-Amer; can on November 12, 1977, he dee 1 a red : 

"Allan Bakke is not just a man fighting for hi s 

constitutional rights; he is a symbol of a consPiracy to 

discard the Philosophy and Plan for sharing equaT opportunity 

with America ' s Bl ack citizens. " [19J 

Blacks were not alone in their concern about the 

implications of a victory for Bakke. A week after WiHcins 

decried White America's lack of commitment to Black progress , 

the Cinc;nnat; Herald reported the fol lowing: "seventy-nine 

national sivil rights organizations, including leading Black 

and Jewish grouPs ... released a Joint statement declaring that 

although differences have arisen among them in the eakke 

case, 'we shall work together in the future, as 1A the Past, 

to secure ful 1 civi 1 r)ghts for al 1 our citizens . '" [20] 

Included among the signers of this significant s,tatement were . ...., 
the American Jewish Congress, American Jewish Corrmittee , 

Anti-Defamation League, National Association for the 

Advancement of Co 1 ored People, A. Phil·i P Rando 1 Ph Inst 1 tute '­

and the National Council of Neoro Women. (21) 

What did these groups disagree on? Whi 1 e the Hera 1 d 

/ 



-178-

article did not specifically address this question, it ; s 

likely that the Jewish organizations again expressed their 

resistance to any form of fixed, numeri ca 1 quotas. SuPPort 

for this suggestion can be found in an announcement made by 

Larry M. LavinskY, chairman of the Anti-Defamation League ' s 

<AOL) civil rights committee in 1977, that offered the 

following Jewish perspective regarding the Bakke suit: 

What we are now witnessing on many campuses 
is a new form of discrimination in which 
whites i n genera l and white males in 
particular are now the victims--of the quotas 
to get minorities in. This is as divisive 
and morally wrong as the racism of the past. [22J 

Many Bl acks, on the other hand, viewed the quota system as a 

vital tool in the battle against educational and economi c 

discrimination. 

Co 11 ege adm issions offi ces were not the on 1 y breeding 

grounds for litigation over affirmati ve action programs and 

charges of u~everse discrimination." Litigation Pitting 

Brian Weber ~ against Kaiser Aluminum and Chemical Co . , in 

1979, drew attent i on to a conflict of values in the Ameri can 

workPlace : the lawsuit brought bY Weber forced the Supreme 

Court to Judge whether Job seniority or affirmative action 

held higher Priority as grounds for offering promoti~n . 

Weber claimed his seniority was overlooked because- la racial 

quota was used in the selection of •candidates to train 

employees for upgrading.• The Court, however, ruled against . 
him . C23l 

Some Jews , as well as the AOL , voiced dismay at the 

Supreme Court ' s decision 1n favor of Kaiser. They feared the 
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re-introduction of quotas into the workplace . [24J Others. 

like Robert E. Segal , took heart from the ruling, anct 

emphasized the obligation of the maJoritY in America t o 

foster the advancement of underprivileged mi norities . Still, 

even supporters of affirmative action, like Segal, opposed 

quotas . [ 25 J 

For the most part, African-Americans were comfortable with 

whatever methods would gain them equal opportunity and equa l 

representation in compet it ive areas like education and 

employment; consequently, they were Pleased with the Court 's 

deci sion against Weber . At the outset of the 1980s Blacks 

hoped that future rulings would continue to fav or_ affirmati ve 

act ion . [26J Therefore, despite her 1982 declaration that 
.. 

t~se who benefit most from preferential treatment involving 
• 

the use of quotas have been, and continue to be. wh ite males, 

Atro-Aroerjcan columnist Ethel Payne admitted . "Even I who 

have been more fortunate than the woman head of a househol d 

struggling to hold her family together, have wished many 

ti mes that there were some quotas or goa 1 s that wou 1 d have 

allowed me to have more access to equal OPPortunitY ." C27J 

BY the mid 1980s , three vi ews on the subJect of 

affirmative action and quotas had cry st a 1 i zed. c 1 > 81 acks 

generall y favored inclus{ve, racial quotas to effect equality 

in education, employment, and all other aspects i of domesti c 

life as a form of reparation for past inJustices perpetrated 

against them by White America; they supported affirmat ive 

action programs with the same end goal in mind. r.28J c2r 
Others, mostly White, agreed with John Bunzel , a Senior 
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Research Fellow at Stanford University 1 s Hoover Institut ion . 

who suggested to the AOL late in 1983 that: 

... There should be less. not more of an 
emphasis on race in the Political 
process ... and society would benefit if race 
were gradually to become a less salient 
factor [in the political Process]. To 
reinforce the emphasis on race will create 
Perpetuate a special favored status for 
members of certain groups. This worry comes 
from my belief that people should be treated 
as individuals and should not receive special 
benefits or burdens because of their race. 
[29] 

(3) Finally. there were Jews who consistently opposed f ixed, 

numerical quotas but faithfully supported affirmative action 

programs designed to improve the Plight of -underprivileged 

minorities by providing equal opportunity in education. 

, employment. and all walks of American life. [30J 

Contr ibuti ng Factors 

Religious stereotypes. while peripheral to Black and 

Jewish perspectives on affirmative action and quotas. cannot 

be ignored altogether. Thus. Dr. Abraham Duker characterized 

the EPiscoPal Church's donation to the Ocean Hill-Brownsville 

School District 1n New York City at the close of the 1960s-­

which at the time was the center of a struggle between the 

Black conmunity and the largely, Jew1sh teachers union over 

corrmun 1 ty cont ro 1 of the schoo 1 s--as •a case of Christi ans 

throwing Jews to the Panthers .· CThe Panthers were an 

allegedly anti-Semitic, Black militant organization.> Duker 

was apparent 1 y upset by what he saw as a 1 ink between a 
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Christi an church and B 1 acks who sought to advance at the 

expense of Jewish teachers . He feared that collusion between 

Blacks and White Christians wou1d touch off a wave of 

scapegoating using Jews as the victims. (31J 

On the other hand, Positive Jewish stereotYPes also 

appeared . For example, Dore Schary, a Jewish Playwright-

producer and honorary chairman of the Anti-Defamation League 

<AOL> declared in 1974 , at an AOL meeting at whi ch the topic 

of educational and economi c discrimination was addressed, 

that it was •·a Jewish ethical imperative " to fight racism . 

[32J Three years later, Marjorie Parham, an i nfluential 

Black editor at the Cincinnati Herald , urged that Blacks and 

Jews not forget their common bonds. She suggested in 

December of 1977 that the quest for religious freedom wh ich 
, 

Channukah symbolizes was one of the ties that unite Blacks , 

Whites , Christians, and Jews. (33J 

Evidence from the four newspapers under study suggests 

that Politics has Played a more significant and direct role 

than religion in Black and Jewish approaches to aff i rmat ive 

act fan and quotas. Defuni s Y....... Odegaard, Ihe Regents .Qf the 

University .Qf California Y....... Bakke, and Weber ~ Kaiser 

Aluminum .aru1 Chemical ~. were lawsuits. during the 1970s, 

which increased Black and Jewish awareness about the 

unrectified imbalances 1n America regarding e~ual opportunity 

in education and employment Practices. Mod~rate Blacks and 

Jews had witnessed, during the past fifteen years, 

presidential camPeigns and Supreme Court battles over 
• 

eff1rmat1ve action which allowed for an evolution in Publi c 
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thinking on the matter . BY the mi d-1980s. it appeared as 

though both groups were satisfied with ' the legislative trend 

that prohibited reverse discrimination against Whites and 

also recognized that past patterns of minority exclusion 

could no longer be tolerated. (34J 

Why did Blacks and Jews disagree over affirmat ive action 

and quotas? Jews, were traditionally wary of quotas. which 

they viewed as tools designed to exclude them from 

educational inst itut; ons and the job market . Although they 

were accepted as Whites and recei ved the Privileges of this 

status. Jews were constantly on guard against any 

infringement upon their hard won civil rights. BY contrast. 

Blacks in the 1980s saw quotas as an aPPealing means of 

attaining equal ri ghts and representation. Since Blacks and 

J~ws increasingly began to compete for the same educational 

and employment opportunities. wh ich were limited in number. 

competitive tensions between the two groups swelled. 

Kenyan Burke . in an interesting Piece which was carried 

by the Ci9tinnat; Herald, suggested that the media played a 

role in shaping American perspectives on Black-Jewish 

relations in the late 1960s and early 1970s. He argued that 

relations between Blacks and Jews were treated in a manner 

that emphasized hostilities between the two groups. (35J In 

reporting on affirmative action and quotas, it i~ also likely 
r-1 

that the media by way of semantics has tended to exacerbate 

Black and Jewish tensions. For example, on February 1, 1975. 

the C1oc1nnat1 Herald ran a front page headline whic~ 

shouted: •Jewish Group Supports Quotas ." A careful reading 
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of the article which followed this claim reveals that the 

group in question. the American Jewish Congress, ·vigorously 

opposed racial quotas." What the American Jew1 sh Congress 

had supported was ·numerical measurement" designed to assess 

the progress of school integration programs. [36J 

Significance for Black-Jewish Relations 

For the Past twenty years, Jewish opposition. and Black 

receptivity, to Preferent ial quotas for minorities. in areas 

such as education and employment. have significantly 

contributed to the ambivalent nature of Black.-Jewish 

relations. Cincjooat; Herald editor MacJorie Parham wrote in 

the Spring of 1974 that although she felt Blacks would be 

alienated by Jewish reJection of quotas, it was nevertheless 

benef icial for both groups to continue to engage 1n dialogue 

on conmen goals. (37) Dr . Alvin Poussain~, an associate 
<. 

Professor of psych iatry at Harvard Medical School in the m1d-

1970s, said then that when minorities come into conf lict with 

each---other over certain Principles , "the difference [of 

opinion] must not be allowed to Jeopardize long-standing 

agreements about other things, .. we must not destroy the 

potential for greater coalitions. needed now more than ever 

1n this time of moral . decay.• [38J Poussa1nt's perspective 

was indicative of that held by many moderates Jthroughout the 

1970s . Even after the Bakke lawsuit wh1ch threatened 

affirmative action programs all over the country, Black . 
moderates continued to call for dialogue with their Jewish 
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counterparts. (39) 

Jews also called for continued communication with Blacks 

dur1ng the 1970s. For example, Ronald Shapiro. an attorney 

and teacher of law in Maryland wrote a special column for the 

Baltimore Jewish Times in wh ich he urged that Jews expl a in 

their aversion to quotas as wen as continue their 

contributions to civil right s advances. ShaP i ro stressed 

that the Black-Jewish coalition was healthy for American 

society and that divisiveness had to be prevented . (40) 

Yet, some Blacks felt very uncomfortable with certain of 

their Jewish counterparts in the early 1980s. Columnist 

Ethel Payne, in 1982, voiced her discontent wi th Hyman 

Bookbinder who was then Wash ington representat ive of fhe 

American Jewish Cammi ttee CAJC) . Payne resented what she 

called Bookbinder: · s assertion that where quotas were used 

White males were. as a result. eliminated from the select ion 

process . She also expressed the view that Blacks were los ing 

old allies and had to seek new alternati ves to advance their 

causes . However, although Payne seemed to imply it, she did 

not specifically say that these unfaithful allies were 

Jewish . C41J 

On the other hand, Black newspaper editor Marjorie Parham 

persisted in her dedication to the belief that •friends can ·. 
disagree .on fundamental issues and still be friends. · (42) 

This perspect 1 ve appeared to Predominate 1 n the mi d-1980s 

among both Jewish and Black moderates. C43J Of course, it 

must be Pointed out that there were issues which Blacks and 

Jews were able to agree on in the mid-1980s. Cincinnati's 

' . ' 
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Herald offered evidence for this observation in its 1986 

report of Hyman Bookbinder 's •ringing . SUPP.Ort" for 

aff; rmat i ve action programs •as the way to prepare ·every 

American for full participation in our society,'" [44] 

Still. the issues of affirmative action and preferential 

quotas have contributed greatly to the ambivalence which has 

been so much a part of Black-Jewish relations over the past 

twenty years . 

J 
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.. E1tr .. ist AttitM1s" 1f Bliek P1w1r 
liHta1ts Aid Wallace an a.,.ril JM, 
llsi11ss Stabs If Jews, s,uker Says 

Tbe ••enremtatatdtudea' ' 
of black power mWtanta ln 
~ wttb mo.;e of the New 
Lefi could reault tn the eco-
8CllD lc d18plac:ement of leu 
aftluent lewe, ford~ chem 
., eeet Jobe and buainaeea 
oucalde die larJe eldea. 

Thu vtew wu outl.tned by 
Dr. Abraham Duker, pro­
feuor of hiatOrJ and eoc:ial 
IDldcudom ud direcllOr of 
Ubrariee, YeahlY& Untver­
aty. 

He epoke Mond&y evening, 
Occ. 21, ar die 2Scll c:omen­
don of tbe alumni of ll~l 
leue ElChanan Tbeologlcal 
SemJ.n&ry, u llffW&re, ln 
Mouey, N. Y. 

Dr. Outer Hid tbe 
"buaeament, terrortz.adon_ 
9gttadocl and extremtat 
propas&Dda" ol the mWtant 
groape may find Jewlah 
teacben, ctvtl Mn&nte and 
proleutonala puahed out of 

dlelr Jobe through abandoo­
menr of the merit eyatem 
end the eu.bedaidon of etate 
and munlc:lpal-.upponed 
etbntc: or racial acboole for 
the common core culture 
public: acboola. 

He warned tbU may be 
done throu1b quui-lepl 
meana, exerc:taed by loc:&1. • 
etate and federal pemmeat 
•nc:lea end w rt b tbe ap. 
prowal ol "respectable ele­
menaa•• ol •bite eoc:lery. 

"Thia may be only ~be­
pMlng.'' be caucloned. "lt 
a1ao Clrrte.a wlth lt the con­
not&don or eec:ond clua ctt­
tsembip." 

Commenrln1 on die 
UUIOQllCement of a flnanc:W 
gram· to me Ocean Hnt­
BrownaYille School Dtatrlet 
by die Eptac.opal Cb&lrc:Ji. 
Dr. Duker called lt "a cue 
ol Cbrledana d1rowi.rw J ewa 

(C...U.•••••oc• •> 
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Jew a unleH immediate 
a.cd\XI la caken.. 

'-W w ta oeeded la an 1m • 
mediate c&ftdld apoaure of 
the problem," Or. Oulter 
N14. "and die dl.cour-.e­
mem ol atrem18l•raclat el ___ ., 

Re called for more police 
proc.ec.don ud •u!>Uabm•t 
of cld.MM' aual11arY poUce 
made up ot ractally, edllll• 
cally and reUJIOU91J mtsed 
s:rouf9 ID atd In conm>Ulllg 
lhe -1111Adon. 

At die mammr., Or. Duker 
Nid, DO llclM8t d1aJo&Ue U 
poeaOrk bec.9llM ol die un­•llllapM• ot fear ol mod· 
enw HelJ'C) le&derablp to 
Wiuut llllelf from u:­
trimlat l~ 

Dr. Otit•rt.~~remub 
were made ~ • dlllC\ll­
llSon on "On:bodolltJewry ao4 
Cl'fll 1.ilhU, •• Hld tbat wbUe 
die eU'lip1e for Nep"o ct...U 
r1abm WU jusctfSed. lt bad men a wron1 mni In di.at 
die mfilcaad bad c:a&lled ~ 
• 'polartD.doo ol tbe nc~ 

"In effect. die aa-embt 
sroup. are deliberately aid• 
llll die ClllM olPrutdendal 
candidate Georp w aUa.ce 1n 
chat dley bope ID tee a re-

October 24, 1968 
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Stokes Attacks Nixon, McGovem 
St_. Against Quota System 

WASJUNCTON (JTA)-Rep. Louis Stokes (0 .0 .), a 
ludin& •pokfamaa In lb« Concressioo•I Black Caucu1 and 
a top Ofu~ at the NaUonal Black Political Conventlon In 
Cary. Ind., lharply denounced President Nixon and b1I 
Democratic challai&er. Stn. George McC~wem IS.0.J, thb 
week for the.Ir pled&es lO oppose quotas in federal pro­
grams for equal emplo}'llletlt. 

Slobs also -•led t11t 'trll .,,d Holfmanl ha•• 
AatnCOll J.-isb Coorualll• ror t ll&lJ>td to-00 VoUlld ,.,u ... 
u•lfta all•a«dlr ~ ti.- out •- <01UUllln1 lb« VOUP 
plmsa n- IM PnAilntUI •blcll will undo1tblodly bur 
t_,dtdllla " !JI ffiU111 ror J-. 1M bnml ol'Uli> mul..al a«Ord " 
w. wiles · Slota Jl.llm llu Stoka notm in bb lt11tr 
"''"" U. e kl!H to Jiyinan U>al "Tlwn 11 a 1'11...s-.c.I 
BootbLAdtt. Wuuirt.on rop- dl<Lin<lloa to b« dnlwa t.1-0 
rw:Mnlall,,_ of Ult A.ICommntff lbt quota& U!tl Wrt l pPlled 

l'lllllp £.. Homun. lD ,......, G«no&Ay wbldi put 
AJCocnmlUtt -1clnt. •rot• 1 ~illni.., tbt oumller ol J~ 
to p.;Jaot1 Md llkGo-. to «- m ...,. ,;..., .,. 111111 ~.-... 
preu th• Ol'f.,,iUtlon'I •lllch mlaorily Americ.IDI "" 
··cnn tonttm" ..,., " • •1df- dtmandiftc IA rmttai ,.,......,., 
1prud dona end pram•- whim WO<lld Mrw only && • 
to .c:htt• • •proportional repr..- l\oor." H• palntod out Iha• u 
Mftlttlon' In our -ioly b> Ill Moy ;\!, ltJ'll, mlnon11t> rop 
providlni °""'"""'ll .. Ill - -\Od onl)' 2.1 pet'tttll or 
plo)'IMl>t.. ill e4ucallol\. lD l.M r•rat -JI'- • I "'II 
eo-.iGMOtal - '•'-11 dvn • .rvice loft!& a..S U II«" 
Olld tMI Yrvitt Oft lM atnl ol lboM in al4d~ lc>tb 
...... 0( , ........ Of -· lk all-ltd that .iaont,. 
llTil•• tloft." • l7'0UPI mab up ~bout 15 per· 

111 \Mir .,.,.., . ~lib i.o en1 ol uw .....,1au- 5lolia 
Holrpoaa. "'"'• ... ~ .alal&IMd IA&t ""'ldell-
Mdl ......... .,...iUoil l.O - b« -WUliitd ..,. wtlicb 
..- Mid .ml9ld U.lr ~ al-1U. att ......i..., liM 
pon (Or 1M Mri1 .,_. swa. Mnd ~ lo a ,..U. 
u ld 18 1111 i.tter lllat 1M faulld Cll1ar ,......p·1 P«lttft\&IO ol lb« 
11 *~ iMeed 1.11&1 ~ .. - ~-·. 
~ lllrM - CNbcOll.. MtGo C..llaull\a. Sl.olon - · -

- 11 lHllll bich<b&ndod I I bat 
IOd radii ll WOn1 11111 lhtM 
Ill- individual> tan llatl) 
llalt lbal DO .. lltt who win• 
UM dedicle la ll'72. mlnonl> 
AlllfficaDJ will ... .., ftwtr 
_,_ or the ria/111 or oqwi l 
OpporuWly 11\an 0..) ha .. hMI 
la Ille ptSt. -
1k .w .. a~ by N i ~on 

mid lkGovt"' ill Ultir roplt .. 
to llalr...., waft a ppl.alldf'CI bi 
.Uc-a.Jtt.tt tn<'VU.., VI<~ 
~I lervam Gold. • bo 
atk-1~ Ult noed ror 
A..nc. ooday - 10 rettlf) 
la~~- 1&111'trtd 
by Slacks &ad olhu aunonl > 
Piiiiii "bin cibieNed 11111 ~th• 
"-riean IYllem. •'hkh u •• 
...,.. -lay, b -...S on lndivo 
dual ricllta. not croup n~bi.. • In 
a ktla to RMcn IUmpton. 
dlalnmt11 ol tM CMI &uv1tt 
a..a1&&1-. a.c.w.c1or ..... 
tioMd lllt eo-i..1on DOI lo 
~ doW11 or abandon tbt 
~ '°-air• proiram 
l.O ~ ~ elllploylDHI 
....,..rta.llMI .......... ol ftdual 
,.uda .,ala&t ...... 

The Baltimore Jewish Times 

September B, 1972 

( p. 8) 
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Quotas And Racism 
All ti. bull cnp )'OU bl&t . ....... 

qoata1 lb9t dl)'I ~mt from .. ·Mes 
wbD - 90 blinded by Ulm O'A"ll H ll· 
dtlud1n1 propacanda that they 
~Ila Vt lbt IJall ID JUUell Illa l 
bl.tclu art dol• btt!G' UWl mem· 
bm of Lbt ma jarity rw:t. 

lat ~ Lcuis Sl.OUI. D-Ohio. 
dlalmlan ct Ult CoqrailOllll Black 
C.una. wt art lhoclted to see our 
Jtwlsb lritlldl and 1U1a in the fl&)lt 
for radal etld rel1Jious lair pi.y, 
ptddllnc tbt aSlinine m)1h about 
quotas 11v1n1 undtsernd op· 
portunltln to blacks aad othu 
alnoritin. 

Hen: apin is a dar rumplt or 
bow tbt m.-iority IJ'0\4!. far whatever 
ru111r1 it ci-s. can i1narr all 
a.ilt!Q& lactt and fiezns ~ 
am.a.hip riCta.s ct a lllhdity ll'OllP. 
and R Y « do wllatewr it WIDll wit.b 
~ly. 

'nlla b put or a ~ t.dt ct lht , 
d ock lhll. llU bttr: FowilC ama · 
lbt ClllUlltr)' tht past tt.19rs. Wllitt 
M- ludership that has betn 
erodll\s tl".e rMI :i&IU posllltt d !ht 
utloc. H~~i~lll' in Ult school 
~1111 ara. also has ban 
fottftoDt in Lbt an1l.quota ~~ric:s. 

TTy takin& an~· of tilt -ni~ul 
(C\lrn from 1ht C- IWport ar 
OChtr rehab!t IOW"CIH • nd Jhow Mw 
.-. ~ pu1 blat'll ptaplt oo u~y 
inniet in .\mtnca io Lbt d.B.ld,·1111a11t 
ct whila. 

AJl!IOlt ~llUds c.( lht tour:ll')" S 
black lamrhts J,,., at ar beloo. ll';t 

pc>•'fr1)' ~'tl. Wbil•..frt m11eh better 
o!f Tht black llJlelll9IO)'lllCllt ratt ts 
11urlr dmblt lbat ct wllll& A mud\ 
b&her ratJo vi blacb IUl"ri•• an 
• ·elfare diecb lllaA do wtila. 

BUcks llw in the WU'll l)ltUos, 
ha"' rtlaUvdy few ol U» bi&b PIYinl 
job$ in er cmt cl 1-=-t. ba\' t 

·most o( the Jlllllial jClbl, are an t.be 
short end d the educallanal 11.11ct, 
hold relatively few polllical pllillons, 
~t lttt want bealth catt, t ie. 

Whit in beawni 11&111e' is it that 
quotas suppaaedly have dont r or 
bladc.s that •11110 dcc't Uii.nk iJ 
nctit7 

Wt ~'' the lllRT, but it ii 50 WI· 
America.a and &letpad in the lend or 
rvism wt hoped the 111tion wu 
Walkial l wa)' from tlla t Wt fiJld 11 

toucblO~. 
nit blU. truth ,.., mmt {1cr Is 

lhll white Americans want mo~ 
lhlll Ultit riPtlul ahatt ct the 1aod 
tbqs tbt natim ha 10 O(ltr ~ lhty 
doa' t sift a damn bCJlir llllllY bl.ac:U 
ate in po¥e1)' a ICSll U Ibey I nd 
lbeir {a miliel Im ,oocs: 

They llft in cpllal - muns or 
blA<b ltlliftll I bttltr loba~ of lb~ 
jobs and othe r opporluailiH 
avatlabk.-CS the)' doa"t ant llllm.. 

"bm ... ·-· 911)' --.!, 
~" d a natiaDal par\)"1lilt ciC"anli· 
, .. and u illlat la a praidmlial 
ampalpi <- 0( tM ncilt code 
.-c.ib1. ti.a tM --~ 
bl1dt man ill AJll4rica aammanda 
that he ii ln deep lrcluble. ' 

The BaLtimore Afro-American 

September 16, 1972 

( p. 4 ) 
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Racism and Quota~ 
Tbe Anti-Defamation League of B'nal B'rith has again 

performed a significant service 1n the field of civil rights, 
In a sharp anack on a chilling piece of reverse racism 
and application of the quota system. • 

The organization involved is lbe l'ational Educauon 
Association. The apedfic objecr of AOL 's unbappiness 
is to be found In the NEA 'a new constitullon and by-laws 
--characterized by lbe AOL as "unlawful, undemocratic 
and racist." 

Lawrence Peirez, AOL civil rights chairman, prom1st=d 
that the AOL "will ta.Ice steps to challenge the legality 
or provisions in the NEA rules which mandate quotas 
and preferential treument for cenain minorities i a. the 
selection of officers and lay leadership ancl in NEA staff 
employment.•• 

He complained that the new constitution specifically 
designate.s as et:bnic: minorities Blacks, Mexican-Ameri­
cana. other Spanish-speaking groups, Asian-Americans 
and Indians. -

The NEA authorizes those minorities alone to nomin­
ate minority candidates for the board and executive com­
mlaee; it requires that there be a mlnlmum or 20% 
ethnic minority representation on the NEA board, ex­
ecutive committee and all other committees; and dele­
gates to the national representative assembly from stare 
and local afflUatea be allocated OJ\ tbe b1&u of the ethnic 
mlnorhy percentage of the population or be denied cre­
dentiala. 

Mr. Peirez added that the NEA, In a misguided attempt 
JO aHlat minorities ... baa codlfied, stratified and per­
'peruated disc:rlmlnation and• at the 5&me time, bas 
violated Title 6 of the ~lvll Rights A~ which explicitly 
forbids &uch practices.'' · 

The new NEA constitution and by-laws deny members 
the rlghr and reaponaibillty to choose the be.t qualified 
leadership and staff persoMel wit.bout regard to ethnic 
or raclal background, Mr. Pelrn obeerved. 

~American Israelite 

January 31, 1974 

( p. 4) 
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In AoMrlcan life. "Therr wun'1 
one atacle aut Ulls year In an 
American av AsM>c1a11on 
approved law acllool that was 
vacant.~ he Hid. 

As l'Or Jewish concern over 
quolu. Kau did not see ' 'Cht> 
relflltllulloo of qaolu brre as 
lbal 11.eed -cainsl Jey.·s tbroulh· 
out !be c:eGt11ries." 

"I doll'! IH lhose motivations 
here u in pat times. Tbe 
matter is mott Nmplicated. 
1 don't Re wbal is happenln& 
here u 1 quot. syslrm. I don't 
set Jeon u be1n& lin&lrd oul. 
bul u beinc put in lhe 11me 
position as all non·blacb. This 
Is not lhr ume ·as the quota 
syslrm -·re used to wberr 
Jews werr sin&lrd out: · 

But what.ever position 
is taken on the Orf'unis cur. 
boUI sides ot the !slue ackllowl· 
edce tM dlfTlcultirs beanc ...Ued 
and lbe f\ne liM bein& mentally 
walked. Both blade and Je wish 
orpJiiiallonl llftm d Mdrd 
tsee ~mpenyin1 stories!. 
Kau f.allrd It "an rxltt1DCI» 
dimwit problem." Justin 
rtilcrr or the ADL termed It 
··a very toudly eue.:"'Jlabbi 
David S. Co4dstein. In tbr Balli· 

morr Hrbrrw Con&rtcation 
Bullrtin. wro1r about thr 1ssur 
··wr an.· on lllr llom> or a d i· 
lemma." 

What is also posinc a rul 
problem arr lhr various lmpll. 
cations or whatev~r the Supreme 
Court rules In the DrFunis 
cue; for a fu•orable nllln& ror 
DeFunis, ii Is bein& aald, would 
cause havoc with the pun. 
meat's dfort.s to eradicate 
discrimination In housinc. labor 
unions. corporations. and a host 
of other lirlds. Eve.a opportun· 
itirs for women could be atrect­
rd. some obsrrvors poiilt ou t. 

Thr other part of thr dimcul· • 
ty preM!nted by lhr Def\Ulis 
case i.s Ut.at. u oor J IAStice 
Department la~r remarlted. 
the C&M! " represents thr colli· 
sion ol two ehtrishrd liberal 
beliefs: Do evrl')'lhi11& lo makr 
it up to lbr blacks for beinc 
kickrd around and jud&e every­
one 'trictly on bis O•'ll meriu. 
Thi1 time you can' t havr both." 

And what aboUt thr simple. 
but profound Judicial coot"ept 
of justi~! Al Rabbi Goldstein 
wrote. ' "Mle soriety - must 
build can only be est.bllsbrd 
on the cherished principles of 
equality, brothertiood. oppor­
tunil)' and ')uati~. But justice 
ma)· not br served when men 
and women ol ablUty and "'*" 

Conrinued on po9~ 28 · 

The Baltimore Jewish Times 

March 29, 1974 
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Certter Of The Storm: 
Marco DeFunis, Jr. 

llr wlll nol Jranl lnkr· 
, •• ,., II<- • ·ill llOI ~hr Olll 
an)' pirt"""" HIS ntlTI<' ,. "" 
lht- Iii'< of mo•t la"' )'<'N and 
b"' Ktl""•l'i Hdu· anrl tu · 
rrr~intl)· in'111• ntWll,.IK'"" 
and )'tt all II<· want• '" du 
no• 1$ t·unt"t'ntratf' un hL"" 

~tudM"f. ;and f'inboh b• "("'ho11I 
in JvtK" 

Ttus i,. ho" ~1Hlc II •) tr 
J'™'f lh•rnuncl clH<·rib<'> rhr 
flC<lltnt 1ituat'°" or hi• rlirnl . 
" 'ho bi- rurni•nll~ • • U~· rt-nlt·r 
u( a k•i!.AJ ~h1rm nu~ )o\U"t't•· 
lnr.!A~rK'a. 

In a tr•,.,...on1 l11ent•I ••k­
ptaon<' intrrnc\4 " 'hh the 
l:Sllurnon· .. • Jnu1l1 Tlml·~. 

~f l•iamond. """ '' .. 11h 
lht Wasltin~tnn $l0tl' I•" 
finn or l.ircll , lhamond and 
S,·h'C'Sh.·r. l•fm nh-d ""lfn\' 

dci.lil1 :about ""'" n~t 11f 
lhf" M•l" me-cha h:n>l' o'i'1 

&ookC"d-~an-o '"'~
0

u111 .... Jr-•• 
th• P<',....." 

Mam• Ud,.un1,, nm\ 
lV.'("fll)' "*""' ~c·~ or aa:c-. ,,. 
• J, .... or S<-ptlanhr d~>ttnl 
I k' ,.,.. born a nd ra ,,.1'<1 1n 
Sralllc. \\'a lilunclun It" 
1._n=-n u. an· nH<klk-<"b'-' 
-.vrk1na: IK'Ollk' -~ho hQu• 
lh·ed in Sil'alllr fur ..... , fin) 
)'UN. 11;,. fathrr "' • ...... , 
man in 1 f\lrnlturr "tun.• 

lk-Funts u~,. an honor 
•1Udl'nt in ht- f"'blor ht~h 
~houl a nd an honur . tud''"' .· a.. an undt•rjlradual<' •I Ill<' 
~fnn~n.11)' . or \\'aShin~ ..... 

T u Jtul """""" lhn•uith 
undt·rcndua1<' to<'huur- an•f 
,..,,.. ...t.ool. 11c 1>u ....... km 
•wn-ri. taqhl S..nda~· 
sn-1 at hio< •>111COJ:Ur. and 
·~ ror tM 1'9rb llt-pan. 
ment ol , .... Cll,v or S.-a llk• 
1111< • ·lk ••'*• .. a dt'ntal 
.... iotanl Marti.cl nw ''"" 
><tats. tMy llHC' 110 cfllldrm. 
~ o( IM ra~ 1 ... 01"" 

publbhed "' l>t-f'1111ls •1llctl 
app&ttd ln ,. ... _t Nap. "M. llloll'$ - ffmttl )'Ollllt •n with tM look o( hL< 
Sfpl\ardic bect;llF'l>llflCL llr 
Ma hiah d1ttk ..._.., a Widt' 
~ 1t)<ebr'l>•s •-Pilll: 
In t.hbl lints abo•'C! p~~in~ 
e) .... and a trim -die. 
Illa loci Is lllat ol a •1«-r· 

.r ~. ,..ill. wltldl M .._ 
... .... tt '"° .......... ..................... 

Cum l..oud1· ~,..\luaLe of ~ 
l 'n1wnil)' .,, w •• 1 .. """" 
hr •P1•htd tu and "'U re· 
J<"C"l<'<I h' ltu· """ l"NU~,.,. l a-.· 
"C'ht"ll, '"''"'t !It• .rhool , ... , or 
1170·71 , lltt· un b "~"' tu 
v aduat .. smnul '" ··~para. 
hon (ur ~l•t,h In&: a-=~un tu I.aw 
..-houl t"" fu11o .. ·1n~ )'t'>r . 11 .. 
mack- 216 quanrn or $ln11t:hl 
A .. •nd unt R 111 VadUat• 
<rhoul. bur in lt71 ,. ... ai:.ain 
not ~dr111HNf th I:." M""hloCll, 
. \I thito linK·. lw Y.t·nt IU 
JUJii4..•f lh:tmontl 

" \\'hl'n I took tht ~ I 
dtdn 't t ' H'n knu~ he .... r 
Jt•"'"'h. • » itl llia1uund. him· 
><'If a J•"' - llul ..... D("\Tf 
mack ;a "'hlfloU> b >Ut' or thi< 
and lnrrnhonall) •IJl)'t'd 
.a•'ll)' rrun1 11 .\). far~~ I -.-a• 
'"'nt"(>rn•-.t \\t\t'n t twk lhf 
""''c-. lf\t .. ~·..,. ;a ~·wna: 1tu 0 

cic'nl """ I ftll "u ttahlk'CI 
t(1 CC'l Into II\\ irilnc:»I but 
.... .., ., hr1n1: adnulltd and 
I •-.nl<'d.111 kno" " ii)·:· 

In onr uf those· iron,... or 
bi.tur, , llc.-t'unt.' ,.;u final ly 
uad..Wt\ ft'un1 b"' ~ 
fhtf JUM f-~ UH' lam&.· hm 
thr•"f ... )'t.•.,.r r..,,,.. f§lo rt-,.oh'""""' 
f>,· lh<' l 'n1IC'd Sl•11· .. 

~''"'""' l 'uur1 lht •t> .i. 
nuth•d under 1 ~PN:i.al "rdt•r 
frum J,,,.t ltt• ll'lliiam lloui:t» 
a.n.-r tht 1 .... 1·r «Kirt w 
\\'.uh ln~lon r1n<I Mlk'CI In 
O.•F'unc<'• fn'Orl Attttrdittl! 
1n hi. ,. ,., ... r. li<'funl' • i ll 
rinbh ·-...M"nrwhrrl" M",u 
th" midJh· of h"' , . .,,.. -

lltf\in"' ha> c•x1"''"'"""" 
no anh·Sttnil~m &J\,•r lht'­
rase or In hb. I• • · ...tiool 
rtaua. 1<1id lhantofld. - All ( 
lht- attldc-nts tnu"' '""'° M is. 
.nd ht- is •Incle-ti w1 a llnlt 
•1w-a f'k' rilfl('llf•-.. but no ufH' 
has Jn'm h im 1ru11bk-. Somt' 
proft'IOOf> h l lt' bfc>n quitr 
~lpl\ll bvt lw has krpt to 
lsbnortr and m lndtd his oa11 
blli-llr hb. ll>lli.11 ro.d 
to CCI • ·11h all thb publkil)' 
aacl ,..ilh hili ~ lo """' 
ha • ·ay lhruu&h ldluol: ,,.r, •11)' M> will 1101 i:nnt 
lllttn·it•'J or Ci"" oul aft) ' 
p lrttllft. Ill' lits llOlbiQc 
tt pill hr h . Ill' 11>11• a tOlllOt 
law IC'tlluol to llniob and M 
jllA • ... ta to ,.,.,ll'tc- II 
... ...... laW)'ltf .-
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cnrninallon tJie ••)' IO attom· 
pli.ab d\.aqr! ne tro11lllill1 u. 
Pttt i.a that IDUJ Sood ~le 
.,... q-loftinc the rtst>tness 
or l.M atnrnM1ti"* ~°" solu­
tloll Uld the rnerv dlacrim· 
lnatlon pcllrey of 1 Unl-*nll.r or 
Wabiqton. F°« In UM l"l&lb to 
do -uunc Tilbt. att e>tMr 
wroacs 11e1nc doM! Ccn.aiA 
tulltles, IOr lllllmff, ,,... ob­
YiOl&Sly belnc owr1oolltd: Whit 
,,... rtwrae quot.as eolnc t o do 
10 lbt q111ll11 or Ille II• pro(& 
slon ln America! Wiii 111laori1>· "'°""' UietNeJ.u bt cttlinc 
Ult ml Lawyen IO Mrw 1htlr 
llttds! W"tll 1n1ty ljUlllled • 
millority atudttlll bt lllnted by 
undue help to IHS q11a1Ul~ 
mU10ril,)I membtn~ Wblt about 
Ult tlalms and ll1t llffds of 

• otller aln«tty 1"'1111& - owr. 
loobd by IO\'enlmtftt f'lld uni· 
wnlllts! And whit art iM 
Implications ror Je-·bo 
t'OCISlitutt but 3~ 0( the popu­
l1lio-in not bt1nc l'Ollsldtred 
a minorlt)' ln tbls cOW1ti-y? 

lbat art so- ol Ille quu· 
hOIU lbal .... ,, bt rnolwd b) 
tbt S..p~me Cou.n dttis1on 
due •illun Ille llt'Jll two monlhs 
Or tht ) m•>· bt ""'" onl)· in• 
tlam~ and •'OrwMd by that 
cletlsion. 

In e ither instaDC't, one or 
Amerk1'1 landmark ch il 
nC/IU taRS will IOldoub<tdl~ 
pro\"t to ~ a J~ 11udeo1's 
bllllc 10 ~· a t1•· wlMlol Hun 
tion. lie hu, u baa I.bu 11.111vn. 
1IR9d)' IO(ltn quilt an tdU· 
..-alion out or Just one ..--... 
Dd"mll '"cw~. 

The Baltimore Jewish Times 

March 29, 1974 . 
(p.28) 
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The American Israelite 

November 28, 1974 

( p. 4) 

All-• J1.,..11• ht•HI 16141, Jewa, J.y S,..bn 
•·· YORX CITYISP1.l- · A 

Harnl"d ~clu11r1.i wbo wu 
"""" "' Bari•• a.ad a plaf· 
•npt· producer "''bowubrauc.b1 
"P LA lbe JtW\&b sJw11o ot St" • 
1rit &mYtcl I t Ult DJDt CCCI• 
diwOll IO I lol'\llD ml " 81.aU• 
Jnull ltd&UOlll"··lbi lllt Of 
bladu 1..S Jror1 11 lllU lalu· 
A'Ultcl 11111 UM &ll.laDCe Mnrelll 
Ult two p-ooq>a 11 WI.QC ltOp· 
1r111.&ecl trr oppoe•I• ~ oa 
prtlt,...ual ttt&UDftlt and qW>-

"''· Tb• nro, or. Al\'\11 r. Pou.a· 
ui.at, -U\tprote ... rO(psy· 
dllal '7 at lh "" r cl Modic.al 
~I, aDll DoN ScbazT, pru• 
l4Ht ol 'nfttnV\alla Sya.aa ""' ....,r&fT cbllnua ol Ille 
AAU·Delamauon Le•CI>« • ..,o&t 
on tM tcplC ....c,ll'ftUJ II a lw>• 
c,._, IU.llGn o! ADL' • lour · 
d•t ....,,..1 metunt a t 111• Wz.I· 
dOri·Al'OfU lloottL 

A' Cbt- ame at1aaon1 BenJaa:u.n 
I'll Efl&leln, ADL tllU~I dattc· 
tor, pltNftltcl IM 11eeq•1 Tordl 
oJ UM~Aw&rd,.,....._IJIO 
Jobll A. WorMU. fonMr u.&l l· 

l&Dl aeevl2•• 111....aor oJ UM 
M1lloul ""90CUtlcm for Ille All· 
ftlle*••t at c- People. ..,, ft'Ullla•, __ ._ dlr«· 

.. 
tor of IM MMCP. deU .. rtd a 
tnlaol• lo Dr. MoruU: Mn. 
llOrMU 1ccop(H UM IW&l"G. 

la mabDIUMpr~llr. 
EpstelD &aid Dr. MorMll • .,..., 
a man ol daq llumaA&tJ ...., 
~aDlldldmonto 
brtqe 1H N "-"'•.e bl.aw 
Uld Jewa tlwl uy oca.r per-.•• 

ACcordi"f to Dr. Pau.a&a.ult, 
' 'lllere 11 .. u 1 correlaOOll i.. 
tween beiAf aoo • b&ac:ll ud ti.I.DI 
a.ab ·Scm.it.ac ••• ••. c:an and &biaW.d 
kip Ucb otbor, D0t 001 H c:b 
o~r.• • 

Be 100k aba1p •-. -•tr, 
W\lb ADL'I ltalld ~ pre~ 

l•rallbal -- yd ~ DKlariaC 111&1 •• _.. - 111• 
retDOnl Of lop.I bamerl II 
Otedtd" to auure tbr f".'DU, O! 
bl.ICU Into UM -.-.trum Of 
IOCldJ. bt 111d blacu a re IUll 
1 .. r et<lltcl In 9dloola, pa rut• 
lllatlJ lC Ibo MorlA. rtt<IYe ID• 
l•rtor pnparalOry """~•!Jan, a.ad 
ire -Hbt4U.po••11Ycutr«ol• 
ly lll"Yaltcl by Nlla"'J IA!l.a· 
UOD aDcl lDCr ....... ~loJ· 
amL" 

Tberefore, lie coim-. •'Clot 
•ocutlcabon Of )Ob ..a ODll .. • 
-..,.,... cntana II .,.rtly u 

(p.25) 
~ ....... .. 
~- ..... • l 

~--ti.tr ... ~· 
'"·"-~ ..... f....aaltr-." 

Aid, .. - - "'..,, " l 
do - l!Utk~ollbe 
- ...... ... am.r-llttad· 
le. ~,,..,_ llU •tar• 
1tt ...,..., areprd«nlll~-.~ 
tMJ l•C8&e .. .U""'4 IO find 
..,.ltfltd ..,uam 1u1nc1 or 
•""tnnlJ lllll.._ pl.ttt• to ... . 
Ud)'•.,.U. ' ' 

lltr. ldwory~·--r .. ~ ...... ~ .... ~ 
problem" W'hu"'b br .. ,_.u,,t ._..a 

(Continued on next page ) 
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-1 - .. -n ...,_ D10., l •lull1 .. .. 
. ....... p ka ... ,. .. . .. ._..... -. .. .. 
- ,. __, .. .. a..a .......... .... _ ........ 
~--• no.,..,_ .. ...._. _ .. _ .. __ --......---
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----·· ·- ..... 11 ,_. - .. :::.=:=.~ " ... - . 
- " ... 8llC" --... 
...._.,. ., __ _, I 

- -'" .. - The Ame rica n 
_ _, __ 
.._,._ 

no - ,..... • - November 28 , 
___ ..,... 
.... .,..._ .. .. _ 
=--~ ( p.25 ) .. ._..--.. - .--... -----...,·-__ _....., .. _ ----------· .. _. ... -------------·--·-.............. , ... ......... -- ... ·-... "' .......... ------ .. ------~--!!!!'~.~" 
____ .. ___ 

.... _....,,__ __ -----­..... _ .. _.,... 
----- I -

I srae l it~ c. 
1974 
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The American Israelite 
April 22, 1976 
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.Th§. Baltimore Jewish Times 

ADL'S VIEW ON 
QUOTA CASE 

Los Angeles - Phillip B. Kur· 
land will n•prcsent tht· Anti· 
l.>efamution l..eaguc ofB'nui B'rith 
in the Regents of California v. 
Bakke "reverse discrimination", 
case to be heard by the U.S. Su· 
pre me Court this fall. The Court's I 
decision will aITecl all special col· I 
lege admission programs based 
on preferential treatment ahd 
quotas. 

Kurland, professor of law at the 
University of Chicago. will write 
ADL's "friend of the court" brief 
challenging the constitutionality 
of the University of California's 
racially-basl'd special admissions 
program (or its Davis Medical 
School. 

The announcement was made 
by Larry M. Lavinsky, chairman of 
ADL's civil rights committee, at 
the agency's national executive 
committee meeting at the Beverly 
Hilton Hotel. 

Allan Bakke, a white applirant, 
sued for admission to the medical 
school claiming he was rcjceted 
by reason of his race. The school'~ 
special minority admissions pro· 
gram set exdusivcly for "minor­
ities" 16 out of 100 scats available 
annually and selected the Hl 
under a lower set of standards 
than those used for white nppli· 
cants. ~'ollowing the California 
Supreme Court's ruling last Sep­
tember that the program is uncon· 
stitutional, the university ap­
pealed to the U.S. Supreme Court. 

According "to Levinsky, "the 
totality of the California situation 
- adoption of a fixed quota, the 
barring of non-minorities from 
participating in the special pro· 
gram. no pust history of discrimi· 
nation at the school - nil make 
this the landmark case on the 
issue of preferential admissions 
policies." 

Lavinsky is a member of the 
New York and Federal Bars who 
has written on the subject of spe· 
cial admissions programs for the 
Columbia Law Review and the 
Hastings Constitutional Law 
Quarterly. 

lie noted that ADL in the 1940's 
was instrumental in <?liminating 
college admission quotas de· 
signed to keep .minorities out. 
"Whal we are now witnessing on 
many campuses," he declared, "is 
a new form of discrimination tn 
which whiles in general and wh1tr 
males in particular arc now the 
vietim' - of the 4.uotas to get 
minorltw.s in." 

"This," he went on. "is as divi· 
sive and morally wrong as the ra· 
cism of the past." 

June 17, 1977 

( p. 9) 
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~ American Israelite 
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Blacb, Jem, Lau-yen, 

Docton And Othen 

Unite To Oppose BOkke 
a.~ u. ""· 1111 ... ua>w .. *-"' ...._c.t ........... ~--ill Ill ••ril7 
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,.. ~ c.lili. .. --- • ..,. ,... cw-1111.-..c:a...s11 ..... .... ._ r1m11r. i.. 
-.... ... .,......,.... .... - .. Ml .......... 
mil .. Ill IMlr etr..1 .. . ...,_.,U.0.•-'7 
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__ ...................... ftit~~ 

.,._.i~ ............. - ..... ta - - ... 
~ willae ...u_, ., -,.. .. .....,._ ·~- .... ,. 
~ Cincinnati Herald 

November 19, 1977 

( p. 1 ) 
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The American Israelite 

.&1 We Were Sa~g . 

July 19, 1979 
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The American Isr aelite 

AUlraatl•• Action 
la tlae 1980• 

ay a ehrt E . ... al 

h.en l) ) H IS ago, tour blJtell lresM1en a t t f\e NO<tfl Carolona /J. & T 
Sta le Un••.,•itr atatted tlle muefl.<u- end oiac..ueo alt-en 
mo..,,,_1 l>r 0<0erl11g colt• f rom a whole wa>lrns T!Wy catleo 111111> 
111en11Qr. to 1 rat'lk •und of d1Kt1m1nahon 1n GrMt'abofo. intp+19d 
a1m1lar OetnOlllltallCHll in !>' Cttoes atlO lie~ -gtle Men !n Lulher 
Kol\Q'I non·-i.nt campaiOn for eoualtty ol opl)Ortunoty 

- Ille Q~t orlgll\Ming Ille TlleM a lt-111 ~I IT\ay t>OI 
a•t·ln n.10 • reun- In GIMfllborO. ,,. .. - 1110¥e0 up Ille - l>y 
II tumeo out that - now la a a -Ille A11trma11.. Action 
aiocJIDtQUt, -'* ia 91 man- PfOO<am; bu! that t!WJ-. on a 
..,....,, ...., In • latoe 1'1191\Ufec> 11•"'0 UO• is l\arO to oeny 
tuling l::ompafly. a tllltd la "'°"'ftO Hlnng enCI "'°"'°ting fNINOe" 
w...o u a lwmer, end Ille f-'11 In oo-n-1, ad>oola, tactor­
la ., ...iuator for a CETA In. -. • ...o -.attue1klft mar 
0t09t"llrn. tC.on""-~ ft" P·~ • • 

.... " s . ..... 

( p. 4) 

February 29 , 1980 

(Continued on next page) 
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WM•, lhen , ot AffirmAtlwe Ac.­
llon1 

C:O..... 1Vlif191 kl Ille OoFuncn1. 

-~~ - ~ COMI -bl<llllG UI, Cl19Wlftg-llOIOC. IO 
Alllm\at.._ Ac:OOfl Pl"IJ'WM ~t 

-"II ...... , - ._.. '°' 
•lclt -'""" ol nglO ....... 
Oates l o Qt• ~···~ lo UWll 

Clroll'lera - -"O ..... , -· 
aidan\e.n1 tn ~' QOCM>eitfoft to 
Q..olU - 0 ... .,,_ - nll l · 
-liofla o l 1111 ltllO _ ,no 
o1 Afhnna11 .. Ac•-, 
Still 10 be Clec'- II IM 
~ulll-QM. Tlll l ...... a blllflt 
cnaii...oe 10 ,,,. - Pllbllc 
- ptoglllln M lll"O fonll tM 
....,. ,Ila! 10"- ol ell conauwctlon 
gtW>lltCI - 1"9 from !NI 
P'ogt.,.. _, be .. _ to 
mi-lir-nect COITll*\IM. 

UftllloetM--, lfllli.e-fiQlll ___ wllll t"41 

llml11te1 flelcl ol college edmt1s­
lon1 Du1 - in °" !hi muc/I 
•- ,.,.,. OI -lo....-1. 
Md kl&amucn aa Ille c;..,.,..nt 

anCI yet - nit i.t-

._, --· .. '-""'' _...., • •Ill -Vl"CI ln*1>'e-
totlon1 ol IM Atltnnall,. Act.on 
ooctrl .... IN F..ill- - IS 
being cloee•r ll'IOMorwll 1n both 
'-ll"COlnmllflllt«t 
Muell ~· on wlla1 legal 

t1m111 the SvPf• "'9 Goun ....,tv· 
• llr Mii on Alllr,,..,"9 Aclion 
Mucfl oeoen<11 aioo on tN 
tnell>oOI linally 80...., llllO" IOt 
1tnp1~nt1no AUnma1tw A.cuon 
o'loO•ems. 
It 11 - to ....,,, wflo wans 

oJ,,_•lr to - IOI> OCIPOtlllfll· 
hft tfla1 aooeo train~ 
"''nont r empl0,,,_1 
- eoo..s ,_.,"..,...' ellon1 on 
111e pen of ............,t Mo 
eo1• >1lal But tlle •m_t_ °' 
tlgld -..-Ing - I.flat 
"''"" • itll ''*" 111e tectOt ol 
,........ O.SC1im 11\&J IOl'I tn.wlt.ablt 
,,._ .... l t()(fl'I. 

II lllla l!IM!o II CIOf1'9CI. one-. 
-laflel ... , ...... -1. 
coun - '°"O ego Cllll!'lillltel .. 
·~ altlmW ........... . 

·-.......,--~· "OICI 0-. for tfle llltlfto ol 
8notepon. (C-.,). f-. 01· 
..., ,.,.. cill• COfllln"' to 
..... lew1lll --1M 10< 
Pollel: - Ille ligllt ...., not be Mded-. 
f o 1M Ql8I cnCltl ol Ille 

Nelion.t.,....,. ~., ,. 

lalloN ~ Councll. -
....... _, -'' lflat 
..,_,.. Ac11CW! PIOl'lftl '°' -.-..-- .... ...,.... . ..a ... .,._lllO for __.... 

....,. --· ll9INllO . ........ ·~. ,.__..,.., -. ._... ....._ .......... .,__,., _ ...-. 
•c:--- ~··· 

aot..rt E . ..... 

,,.. "''•".....O t•Oc"t o.a• • t 

ACIOICI to thl• ''"'" Ill .,,.,.. 
enco lflat lflGIYIOual neoo " IN 
aote cntl!f10f" ot t 0 0 1b111t1 •0t 
su<n ~lel - Such IK­
IO<l U -Y. cullu<al Cleo<"•· •- ··-•-•no. ano 
d11entn1na11on must Oil UllCeft •n10 
c eounl. 
w elw8JI.,. ~ 01 ...... _ ...................... . 

4 Hitlory - llllo our _,, 
.,.d "''""' I~ .. , .,,.,,.,. of 111111 
tin.a• man4'tt. 

The American Israelite 

February 29, 1980 
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Behind the Scen11 

•rBhlPlr• 

The Baltimore Afro- American 

January 9, 1982 

( p. 5) 

(Cont. on next page ) 
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Bookbinder on 
~~9Qals ... a~d quotas 
.... -

The Baltimore Afro-American 

January 9, 1982 

(p.5) 
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The Cinci nnat i Herald 

Ac: ro•s My Des i­
by Mar j orie Par~am 

Over the yea rs th is newspaper has been 
auppor t ive of phil~ophica l views ~hat 
pro jec:ted the prevailing opinion o ; ou r B lac~ 

readera. This was not onl y a reflect:on of 
t hei r opinion, but also t he opinion of tne 
e d ito rs a nd publi~her of this newspaper. Thus 
we opposed ca~ i tal punishment because we 
believed ! t to be an unfai r instrument o; 
Justice in a~ much ~s our 
the ~at 1cn wa~ - ~ 1cl 

disproport ionate number of 
f ill CsicJ that way . 

death r ow~ acr~~­

f i l l eo w ~~ ~ ~ 

Black s . We st11: 

We also support i ntegrated s chools and not 
necessarily b)' using busing. but by c:ha r11;;>:1"1~ 
d i strict lines and ma1ong hous:ng 
opportuni t i es a reality for Blac:k cit:::ens. 
This did not mea n we were opposed to !:ilacC.. 
schools. Indeed , Black s c hools do more towa ro 
promulgating the c u lture of Blacks than any 
other institution except the church . But 
integ ration in schools is one of the firs-: 
steps towa rd movi ng i nto the total mainstream. 
Something we neec! 1f we a re e ver to !:le::one 
f u ll first cl ass c:1t1::ens . 

We also have affinned support ::i n1 !osopn·r 
C•ic:J for Affirmat ive Action and Reparat i c r.s. 
In rec: ent years Aff i rmative Ac:t ior. has com~ 1n 
fo r •ome devastating attac:ks from both friends 
and foes of c:iv i 1 right t . This week i n o ur 
editor i al s ection we are printing an a r t1c l e 
by John 8L!nzel which was fi rst pub l ist-.ed in 
the Anti-Defamation League o; B'nai B'r1th 
Csic:J . Over t he years we have •lso supported 
Jew i sh c•uses a nd d id much toward introducing 
our r eader s to Jewish c:ultures (si~3 and 
lauding the Jewish cDftlmun1ty f o r the supper~ 
they [s i c ) g a ve to civil r i g hta. 

n recent years J ewi s h organizatio ns and 
r Jewish fr i ends have c ot11e u nder a ttack by 
1 r i ghts a dvocates pr i ma r ily bec:a uae the ' 

AOL i s opposed t o M firmative Action. We 
be lieve ' t hat f riends c a n d i sagree on 
ttind&llental tssu1K a n d st i 11 remain friencs. 
They n•ed only Nork t09ether o n thoae i s sue s 
where t heir thi nki nQ and s upport i s Cs i c J 
cOt1patible rather than b r e ak of-f o ver a n i s sue 
where they hon9atly diaagr ... 

Init i ally we thought t o rebut t he ADL 
a tance o n Affiraative Act ion. I ns tead we 
bttli•Y9d ... •hauld alla.· it to stand b9cau• 
it t s a l90iti .. t• e xpress i on of ane ;roup•e 
op i n i on of an i•aue that caused ;r .. t 199al 
and soc i al •inds a vr•at deal of di•c~rt· 
because they .could not resolve t he d i chotamy 
of the isau... ~-~~·-

December 24 , 1983 (p.4) 
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The Cincinnati Herald 
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(p.4) 

(C~ntinued on next page) 
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~ American Isr aelite 
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