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DIGEST OF THE THESIS

Black-Jewish relations in America from 1967-1987 have
echoed past patterns of ambivalence. At no time did Blacks
and Jews interact without some degree of tension and mixed
feelings toward one another., The dynamic state of
contemporary Black-Jewish relations is clearly reflected in
the various perspectives of Blacks and Jews on three mador
themes: (1) Black anti-Semitism and Jewish Racism (2) Israel
and the Middle East, and (3) Quotas and Affirmative action.

This thesis presents an analysis of Black-Jewish
relations in America from 1967-1987, based on source material
drawn from two Black newspapers, two Jewish newspapers, and
relevant secondary literature. The newspapers examined are
the following: the Baltimore Afro-American (national
edition), the Cincinnati Herald (local Black newspaper), the
Baltimore Jewish Times, and the American Israelite.
The newspaper articles used in this thesis are provided as
well.

The thesis begins with an introduction to Black-Jewish
relations in America extending from the early 18th cenfu%y to
the contemeorary period. In this general overview, an
attempt has been made to illustrate the longstanding pattern
of ambivalence that has characterized Black-Jewish relations
from the start. Both cooperation and conflict between Blacks
and Jews are described and analysed.. From the time of the
Leo Frank lynching in 1915 tijthe struggle for civil rights
in the 1950s and 1960s, Black and Jewish perspectives are

ii




reported in a manner which emphasizes regional developments
in the North and the South of the United States. A brief
review of Black-Jewish relations in America from 1967-1987
closes the general introduction,

Chapters One, Two, and Three focus on Black-Jewish
relations in America from 1967-1987. These chapters examine,
respectively, the three major themes of (1) Black anti-
Semitism and Jewish racism in America, (2) Black and Jewish
perspectives on Israel and the Middle East, and (3) Quotas
and Affirmative Action. Each chapter is designed to follow a
general pattern. First, a wide range of Black and Jewish
voices on the chapter theme is presented. Second, the
contributions of religious, economic, political and other
factors relevant to the chapter theme are analysed. Third,
the significance of the chapter theme in the context of
Black-Jewish relations is also examined. Documentary sources

follow each chapter.
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Introduction

From the start, Black-Jewish relations in America were
smbivalent. Although early contact between Blacks and Jews
in the American colonies was minimal--due largely to the
small sizes of their respective populations and their
differing patterns of settlement [1]--the two oroups quickly
entered into a pattern of interaction which, to the present
day, has been characterized by mixed impressions and
uncertainty regarding one another.

On the one hand, at the dawning of the 18th century Jews
and Blacks began to cross paths when Black slaves were
auctioned off at the hands of Jewish slave traders to
prospective colonial buyers. *Simon the Jew" and Nathan
Simson were two such Jewish slave dealers who operated out of
colonial New York in 1720. One cargo of slaves imported from
Madagascar by the latter gentleman numbered up to 115 human
beings. [2] Writing in 1762 to a captain of & ship retained
for their slave trading enterprise, two other Jewish slave
traders, Isasac Eliezer and Samuel Moses of Newport,
instructed their employee as follows:

Make the best of your way to the windward
part of the coast of Affrica [sicl, and at
the most ossible con be @otten and Invest
the neat [sicl proceeds into as many good
The Gismatch vou posstble [eics can. L33
In Charleston, South Capg11na;;the Jewish firm of Ds Costa

and Farr imported 200 of the 3,573 slaves brought into port
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at that city. [4] Ds Costa and Farr also engaged in the
slave trading business with another prominent Jewish concern
in the 1760s and 1770s: the partnership of Aaron Lorez and
Jacob R. Rivera. Every so often Lopez and Rivera would ship
their African slaves to the lucrative market of Charleston to
be sold by Da Costa and Farr. [5]

From reports of a planned rebellion by New York City's
Black slaves against their White masters in 1741 one learns
that not only were Jews participants in the African slave
trade, they were slaveholders as well: siaves owned by the
Jewish families of Abraham Meyers Cohen and David Gomez were
accused of participating in the alleged Black conspiracy. [6]
One respected scholar speculates that this 1nvoIYement of
Jewish owned slaves in a plan to rebel suggests that Jews
were no more kind in their treatment of enslaved Blacks than
the Christians with whom they associated. This exeert in
colonial American Jewry has supported his argument by adding
that in newspaper notices of the day it was pointed out that
Black slaves “frequently fled from their Jewish masters." [7]
Further evidence of Jewish slave ownership in the ceclonial
rperiod comes from a letter written to Michael Gratz by Meyer
Josephson in which the latter 1lamented that his “nigger
wench® was “drunk 8all day, when she can get i{t," and
moreover, she was "mean," which made his wife "afraid of
her." [8] Also, the will of Mordecai Gomez, a wealthy New
York Jew who died in 1750, included & bequest of slaves to
his heirs. [9) '

=

On the other hand, in the 18th century, some Jews
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practiced manumission. Katty, a mulatto, gsined her freedom,
“as a reward for her fidelity," thanks to a provision in the
will of Bendamin Gomez. [10] 1In 1796, another mulatto woman,
Alice, was purchased and freed a year later by Samuel Myers
of Petersburg, Virginia. Joseph Tobias of Charleston, paid
$500 to Dr. James Cletherall during the summer of 1798 and
straight away gave the slave Jenny her freedom "for former
services rendered" to him. Also that year, the slave Sylvia
and her child were freed by Solomon Raphael of Richmond and a
partner of his. [11]

During the 19th century, the pattern of Jewish responses
to slavery, until its eventual abolition, remained
inconsistent. In the 1820s Isaac Harby, a Jewish dramatist
and political essayist from Charleston wrote of his
opposition to “"the abolitionist society and its secret
branches." [12] Influential Northern Jewish politician,
newspaperman, and dramatist MaJjor Mordecai M. Noah opposed
slavery; nevertheless, during the mid-1830s, he vigorously
defended the right of Southerners like Harby to uphold the
institution. Over the course of his 1ife, Noah's views on
Blacks shifted from favorable to hostile. For Noah, the
preservation of the Union took precedence over the abolition
of slavery. [13]

From the turn of the century until the outbreak of the
war -between the states, Jews continued to own and trade
slaves. Judah P. Bendamin, Fpe most eprominent Jewish
politician of the Confederacy, a;s in the 1840s, the master

of 140 slaves whom he used to help maintain Bellechase--his
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plantation Just south of New Orleans. [14] At the start of
the Civil War, Jewish plantation owner Major Raphael J. Moses
declared wistfully, “when the war broke out, I had forty-
seven slaves, &and when 1t ended I had forty-seven
freedmen...." [15] Jacob Levin, who was the acting rabbi and
Jewish community leader of Columbia, S.C. in 1850, preached
the ideals of traditional Judaism and maintained a business
which dealt in “stocks and bonds, Negroes, cotton, flour, and
corn.” [161] Some Jews dealt solely in human merchandise:
during the 1830s, 40s, and 50s the Davis family of Petersburg
and Richmond specialized in the slave trade. [17]

On the other hand, Jews were also involved in the
manumission of slaves throughout the first half of the 18th
century. In 1812, while it was still legal to free slaves in
the South, & slave named Esther was freed by Solomon Jacobs
of Richmond. About a decade later, Northerner Jacob I. Cohen
of Philadelphia ordered in his will that:

Dick, Sepencer, Meshack, Fanny, and Eliza

together with their children be manumitted

from slavery immediately after my decease;

and I do give and bequeathe [sic] to the said

Dick, Seencer, Meshack, Fanny, and Eliza

twenty-five dollars each. But if any of my

said Negroes will not accept their freedom I

do then will and direct that they have the

choice of their own master. [18]
By the time Black slave Peter Sti11 of Tuscumbia, Alabama was
allowed to buy his freedom in 1849 by two Jewish brothers,
Joseph and Isaac Friedman, the emancipation of slaves in the
South had become & denaerousiand restricted activity. [191]

"

Stil1 was purchased by the Friedman brothers as part of an
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agreement he made with them to set him free after he paid
them back the $500 it cost to buy him. Peter was given his
free papers in Cincinnati in the summer of 1850. [20]

How did Jews treat their slaves? According to one
scholar Jewish slave owners dealt with their slaves no
differently than did their Christian neighbors. Jews were
both cruel and kind to their slaves. On the one extreme,
Jewish slaveholder Joseph Cohen of Lynchburg, Virginia,
murdered a slave of his in 1819. Cohen was convicted by a
Lynchburg court for his crime. [21]1 In contrast to Cohen's
act of cruelty, Emma Mordecai, another Jewish slave owner,
defied the law which prohibited Whites to educate slaves to
read and write; Mordecai's reward for her decision came in a
letter written by one of her former slaves, Sarah P. Norris.
In 1867, Norris wrote to Mordecai about the latter's family
saying, "I never could forget my people, I loved them then, I
love them now." [22]

wWhile there were Southern Jews who willingly engaged in
manumission and other acts of kindness toward their slaves,
there 1s scant evidence to suggest that they 'févored
abolition; those Jeus who supported this cause were almost
entirely Northerners. Louis Stix, one such model of Jewish
anti-slavery sentiments, was born in Bavaria and ceme to
Cincinnati in the 1830s, uhére he embarked on a career as a
6edd1er. Stix remarked as follows about slavery:

From the first day I Yanded in this most
glorious counfry, until the present time, my
principles have not undergone any radical

change. I was then, as I am now, an
outspoken opponent of all involuntary




serfdom, and against the acquisition of any

new territory to perpetuate this unfortunate

evil....My open opposition to slavery had

cost me the goodwill of many Southern

customers, and at no time before the war was

it considered safe for me to venture south of

Mason and Dixon's line. [23]
August Bondi, & Jewish immigrant from Vienna and supporter of
abolitionist John Brown, seconded Stix's distaste for
siavery. Bondi was one of three Jews who personally aided
Brown in his struggle against slavery in Kansas during the
1850s. In his youth Bondi dismissed the possibility of
marriage to any daughter of a slaveholder; he did so out of
the conviction that “my father's son was not to be a
slavedriver." [24] Moses Judah and Moritz Pinner were
included among the thin ranks of Jewish abolitionists. Judah
_ supported the efforts of the New York Manumission Society to
" free slaves and insure the continued liberty of those Blacks
who were not under the slave master's yoke. Pinner was, in
1859, the editor of a newspaper firmly committed to
abolition. [25]

On the whole, Jews made no organized statement either in
favor or opposed to slavery. The following description of
the Jewish response to slavery by the American and Foreign
Slavery Society (May 11, 1853) is thus basically accurate:

The Jews of the United States have never
taken any steps whatever with regard to the
slavery question.. As citizens they deem it
their policy "to have everyone choose
whichever side he may deem best to promote

his own interests and the welfare of his .
country....”™ [sicl It cannot be said that the"

Jews have formed any denominational opinion
on the subject of American slavery.... [26]
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Some scholars blame Jewish 1leaders for the absence of a

unified Jewish approach to slavery. During the decades

before the Civil War, rabbis generally served as leaders of

Jewish communities, and on the issue of slavery they proved
to be as divided as their congregants. A mador rabbinic
debate was sparked over Judaism's attitude regarding slavery
when a prominent rabbi--Morris Jacob Raphall--preached a pro-
slavery sermon to Congregation B'nai Jeshurun in New York
entitled "Bible View of Slavery," on January 4, 1861.
Michael Heilprin and Rabbi David Einhorn reacted with
indignation to Raphall's suggestion that slavery was an
acceptable institution according to Judaism. Einhorn went so
far as to call Raphall's pro-slavery argument “a defahation
of Judaism." [27]

Following the Civil War (1861-186b) and the end of
slavery, some Blacks initially expressed admiration for the
Jews. For example, Pinckney B.S. Pinchback, a Black who was
for a short time governor of Louisiana, suggested to a
gathering of African-Americans in 1876 that they follow the
Jewish example of perseverance in the face of adversity.
"Like you they were once slaves and after they were
emancipated they met with persecutions," said Pinchback to a
crowd of Black Mississippians. He further described the Jews
of his day as "leaders of education and princes of the
commercial world," and sought to encourage his audience by
declaring "What an example for you, my peorple, whose
advantages are so great." [28]

However, the Black press 1in the South was ambivalent
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toward Jewish enterprise. On the one hand, newspapers like
the Arkapnsas Mansion and the Richmond Southern News displaved
African-American receptivity to Jewish merchants during the
1880s and 1890s by carrying the commercial advertisements of
the latter. From the prevalence of these trade announcements
it is clear that (1) many Jewish merchants in the post-
Reconstruction South were willing to sell to Blacks, and (2)
the Jewish merchants generally valued Black patronage. [29]

Yet, as far back as the 1880s, there were exceptions to
this trend. wWwhen African-Americans felt discriminated
against, they protested: a Black editor from New Orleans
rebuked Jewish vendors at a Louisiana lake resort called
Sepanish Fort, in 1881, because they would not sell
refreshments to Blacks. “The Jews of all other peorle,
should be the 1last to discriminate," said the indignant
editor. [30] Economic tensions would become a maJjor source
of conflict between Blacks and Jews in the years shead.

The rise of anti-Semitism 1ate in the nineteenth century
further complicated Black-Jewish relations. In the first of
three controversial happenings, Joseph Seligman, a notable
Jewish Banker, was refused lodging at the Grand Union Hotel
in Saratoga Serings, New York, in 1877. At the time of the
highly publicized snubbing of Seligman, & pattern was
developing in America that sew Jews increasingly subJjected to
social discrimination. (311 Abroad in France, about twenty
years after the Seligman incident, Alfred Dreyfus, a Jewish
captain in the French army was falsely convicted of treason

and imprisoned by the French egovernment. Later, it was
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discovered that Dreyfus was innocent: he was a victim of both
anti-Semitism and a conspiracy that succeeded in damaging his
good name and career,. A few years later, in 1903, the
Russian Jewish community of Kishineff was battered by pogroms
instigated by the Tzarist regime. Hundreds of Jews were
either murdered or wounded and their material belongings
pillaged. [32]

Attitudes prodected by the African-American epress in
response to the shifting welfare of Jews at home and abroad
were initially empathic. For example, The Christian
Recorder, published under the auspices of the African
Methodist Episcopal Church, rebuked White America in April of
1867 for ‘“narrow-minded prejudice against an honorable
people, &8 peorle of your own color* (the Jews)--and
exclaimed, “How cruel, how undust the spirit that mocks this
unfortunate peorle." [33]1 A few decades lster in response to
the conspiracy asainst Alfred Dreyfus 1{in France, Ihe
washinagton  Bee, another African-American  newspaper,
editorialized that "“the cowardly persecution of Captain
Dreyfus will go down to posterity as the most outrageous
persecution of an innocent man known to modern times." [34]
In 1899, Ihe Colored American reerintead on its front page a
letter in which Rabbi Abram L. Isaacs, then editor of Ihe
Jewish Messenger, thanked Blacks for their support of Captain
-Dreyfus and suggested that Jews should respond by helping
Blacks in the struggle against disenfranchisement,
segregation, and 1yqph1nos::[35]

However, regarding the Kishineff massacre, Blacks felt
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alienated when a petition condemning this violent outburst
against Russian Jews--drawn up by the B'nai B'rith and signed
by both 1local and national politicians--was forwarded by
President Theodore Roosevelt to the Tsar in June of 1903,
Ihe Colored American protested that signers of the petition
were “dumb" in the face of "savage outrages sgainst Negroes
at home." [36] African-American discomfort over the unequal
treatment they had received at all Jlevels of American
government was exacerbated by hostile Jewish reaction to the
equation of Kishineff with Black suffering in the United
States.

Dr. Solomon Cohen's denial of any similarity between
Kishineff and the Black plight in the United States
infuriated African-Americans. In a letter sent to Ihe
Public, a Black weekly based in Chicago, Cohen, & leading
Jewish spokesman in the Philadelphia chapter of B'nai B'rith,
declared that, 1in general, Jews had reached "an advanced
stage of intellectual and moral development” while the
"masses of Negroes in America have made limited progress."”
Furthermore, said Cohen, “with rare exceptions, crimes
committed by individual Negroes" were responsible for Black
persecution in America; from Cohen's perspective, "Russian
official murder® of Jews and Southern lynching of Blacks were
not comparable. (37] Responding to the kind of attitudes
- held by Jews such as Cohen, a Black newspaper from Chicaeo,
Ihe Broad-Axe, indignantly eproclaimed at summer's end 1n
1905: *Of all the morally wretched defenders of this American

crime of 1lynching, the American Jew who defends Negro

‘e
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lynchers (those who lynch Negroes) while denouncing Russian
Massacres--and some do--is most contemptible." [38] 1In the
orpening years of the twentieth century, Black-Jewish
relations had taken a turn for the worse.

With the mieration of Southern Blacks to Northern cities
corresponding to Jewish immigration during the closing years
of the 19th century, the stape had been set for {increased
interaction between Blacks and Jews in the United States.
African-American identification with and sympathy for Jewish
suffering was further threatened when Jews began to be viewed
by some 1in the Black community as economic exploiters.
Contacts between the Jewish and Black communities would
increasingly reflect the identities and aspirations of each

people.
Blacks and Jews in Dixie Land, 1915-1966.

Blacks and Jews in the South faced numerous common
adversaries: prejudiced members of white society who were
intent on their violent subjugation. Of the many repress1ve
episodes involving Blacks and Jews in the South during the
early 20th century, few plead more chillingly for recognition
than the Leo Frank case. One scholar has suggested that
Frank--a Jewish superintendent of a pencil factory in Atlanta
who 1in 1913 was falsely convicted of murdering a white
adolescent named Mary Phagan-=and the Jews in general, served
as handy scapepgoats for dé;ressed Southern Whites still

reeling from the psychologically and economically devastating
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effects of the Civil War and its aftermath. [39] When, on
August 16, 1915, Southern Whites openly participated in the
criminal and anti-Semitic outburst which l1ed to innocent Leo
Frank's public lynching, African-Americans took notice.
wWriting in the Black press for the New York Age as a

contributing editor, James Weldon Johnson commented before
Frank's death, in April of 1915, that:

There has been much talk about the predudice

against the Jew in Atlanta. There may be such

a thing, but there could be in Atlanta no

predudice against any sort of white man to

equal the prejudice against a Negro in a case

1ike that of Mary Phagan. [401]
Johnson did not completely deny the possibility that
predudice had been directed toward "the Atlanta Jew" both
before and after Frank's 1lynching. [411] However, as the
Frank case progressed, Johnson became increasingly concerned
with defending the innocence of James Conley, a8 Black worker
at the pencil factory where Frank was superintendent, on
whose perdured testimony Frank had been convicted. [42]
Johnson viewed the efforts of Frank's supporters as a scheme
to "save the neck of Leo Frank, the Jew, from the hangman at
the expense of that of James Conley, the Negro." [43] Only
in the aftermath of Frank's lynching, did Ihe New York Age
caustically compare Blacks and Jews as victims of White
intolerance as follows:

Now...that & white man and a Jew with

thousands of dollars behind his cause is the

victim...there is a cry“to ' make lynching a

federal crime...8s long as Negroes had been

lynched the whole country has been content to
let the pastime continue. [sicl [44] \

| ——
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From The Aﬂg‘s perspective, both the defense and the lynching
of Leo Frank simply served to highlight a sense of Black
alienation from society. Johnson and Ihe Age felt clear
about one thing: as partners 1in persecution, Blacks in
America were greater victims than Jews.

In the South, Blacks have been ambivalent about their
partnership of suffering with Jews. Notable Southern Blacks
such as Booker T. Washington, Horace Mann Bond, and Kelly
Miller along with large numbers of their lesser known Afro-
American “"brothers and sisters" 1looked to the biblical
Hebrews as & source of inspiration. [45]1 1Imagery from the
Hebrew Scriptures remained influential among members of the
Black community through the depression of the 1930s.
Especially popular were the stories which presented various
Israelifes, or the entire people, &s underdogs striving to
extricate themselves from one bind or another. [46] Southern
Blacks wunderstood that Jews also had a tradition of
suffering. Furthermore, they admired the initiative taken by
these "modern Israelites” in the face of adversity.

Yet, this admiration was by no means simple and without
reservations. From the Black economic perspective, the image
of the Jew in Dixieland elicited mixed emotions. On a
positive note, Kelly Miller, a Black newspaper reporter in
Dixie, expressed gratitude for the assistance offered to
enterprising Blacks eager to learn the merchant's trade. [47]
However, while Jews were lauded by thgblikes of Booker T.

wWashington, 1n the 1910s, as models for Black progress, and
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for their willingness to employ and sell to Blacks without
restrictions, they were concurrently berated for certain
unattractive business practices: Jews would keep their shops
open on the Christian Sabbath; they also were proprietors of
establishments which provided oepportunities for drink and
dance. [48)

Two interesting occurrences in the 1920s offer a
significant look &t the ways in which Blacks and Jews
interacted commercially in the post-World War I South. At the
end of this decade s department store, called the Fair, in
Washington D.C. opened up with a staff that was comerised
largely of African-American saleswomen. Owned by a Jew named
Bernstein, the store failed in 1931, What was the
significance of this unfortunate endeavor? By hiring
employees who were predominantly Black, Bernstein was horing
to attract Black customers. [49] Perhaps even more important
than this sales strategy, or its lack of success, was the
consideration given it by the Black press in the capitol.

Blacks realized that had the effort succeeded, it would
have been mutually satisfying to both the African-American
and Jewish communities. Not only was this a matter. of a
Jewish merchant seeking personal gain; some Blacks felt that
even as employees and/or consumers they could benefit from
cooperation with Jews. “This enterprising Jew is...bankrupt
because he tried to help a race of people who would not help
themselves," the Black editor Ben Davis wrote. Davis was
referring to Black failure tq}patronize Bernstein's store.
[501
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Economic dealings between Jews and Blacks were not always
limited to the former assisting the latter. For example, In
1926, the Louisville News was aware that it behooved Blacks
to take the initiative and assist Jews in causes that might
be of common benefit to both peoples. Consequently, when in
that year the American Mutual Savings Bank, an African-
American financial institution, Joined in the sponsorship of
Jews seeking to raise funds for charity, the News commended
the bank's contribution declaring that American Mutual had
probably never made "a better investment.® [51]

Perhaps as a result of the positive images of Jews as
biblical heroes, Blacks in the South also banked on Jews 8s
fellow soldiers in the war against injustice. To this end,
there were times, whether battling white racists or
struggling for civil rights, when Jews and Blacks worked
together. Declared Dr. H.R. Butler, a Negro minister: "We
want their sympathy and [it] is their duty to give it. They
should 1ine up...8lways to 1lighten the burdens of the
oppressed.” [52] One outstanding instance of Jewish legal
aid and moral support took place in Scottsboro, Alabama.
There, at the outset of the 1930s, both a Rabbi and & Jewish
lawyer struggled for the rights of nine young Black males who
were convicted and given the death penalty for allegedly
having raped two white @irls aboard a freight train. Their
death sentences were subsegquently overturned by the Supreme
Court., [531 In 1933, due to fears of anti-Semitism while the
case was still in progress the Ra?bi. Benjamin Goldstein, was

forced by his congregationm to resign in 1933; he eventually
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resettled in the North. [54)

Images of the Jews as Christ killers, although rare,
also existed 1in Southern Black perspectives, as Black
educator Horace Mann Bond's account of a 1916 incident
confirms. when Bond was twelve years old his family had
moved from Talladega, Alabama to Atlanta, Georgia. One day,
not long after the relocation, as Bond was walking along a
street in his neigborhood, he was taunted by a Jewish child
who, according to Bond, "began to chant: ‘'Nigger, Nigger,
Nigger, Nigeer.'" In response to this harangue, Bond shouted
back at the boy: “You Christ-killer!®™ which so upset the
Jewish lad that he began to cry. [55] Recounting the
incident almost half a century later, Bond noted that the Leo
Frank 1lynching had occurred Just one year prior to his
hostile exchange with the Jewish boy who was the son of a
neighborhood grocer; looking back as an adult, the Black
educator wasn't sure whether it was the anti-Semitic
atmosphere of Atlanta in 1916 or something deeper in his
Christian consciousness which was responsible for his choice
of words in response to his Jewish antagonist. [56]

Not long after the close of World War II, some souring
of Black-Jewish relations probably took place as & result of
a8 Southern, Black university policy which was & harbinger of
the college admissions and quotas conflicts that occured a
few decades later. In 1949, Ihe Chicago Defender reported
that Howard University started to decrease the number of
slots available for Jewish s??dents at its medical school.
According to the Defender, the university made the decision
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to reduce its Jewish student population because Northern
Jewish applicants were taking up spaces that would otherwise
have been open to Blacks. [57] A further indication of
tensions between Blacks and Jews in the mid-1940s and early
1950s was expressed when two Northern Black newsparers, The
Chicago Defender and Ihe New York Amsterdam News. questioned
the tolerance of Jews in the South for racism; they regarded
Southern Jews as responsible for the promotion of segregation
based on race. Further still, there were accusations made by
these same organs of the Northern Black press that Southern
Blacks were victims of Jewish exploitation. (58]

Even as these accusations were being levelled, however,
some Jews were working together with Blacks on behalf of
desegregation. An excellent example of this in the South can
be found in Texas of the 1940s. There, in 1944, Jewish
lawyers worked with Blacks to eliminate racial discrimination
during primary elections. As a result of those efforts,
Texas Blacks were given the opportunity to vote alongside of
their White counterparts. [59]1 A decade later Jewish legal
aid was once again extended to Blacks: this time in the
battle to secure legal desegregation of the public schools.
Working together with the NAACP (National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People), the ADL (Anti-Defamation
League), a8 Jewish defense organization, filed amicus curiae
briefs supporting what would be a major victory for American
integrationists: the controversial 1954 Supreme Court
decision on the Brown v. Topeka Board of Education case in
favor of school desegregation. [60)
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Religious, political, and economic ambiguities were
undoubtedly critical in shaping Black-Jewish relations in the
South. Conflicting perspectives offered by two Black leaders
in the mid-1960s on Southern rabbinic involvement in the
civil rights struggle are illustrative of the mixed feelings
which Southern Blacks have held toward Jews. Reverend Fred
Shuttliesworth, a former colleague of Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. and a significant civil rights leader, had the following
to say in an 1interview with then rabbinical student Allen
Krause:

Jews control a lot of the financial

institutions [which were being boycotted and

picketed by the Negro communityl. [sicl

.. .because of self-interest and, I would

presume, to a large degree because of

their understanding that we're 1iving in a

new day where changes have to be made, many

of them became involved--especially in the

later years....many rabbis...were at least

encouraging to the people who would dare

speak out. They would come to rallies,

they would offer a prayer, they would

speak and make statements of brotherhood--and

all of this helped. [sic] (611
In 1966, Aaron Henry, president of the NAACP on the state
level in Mississippi, corresponded with Krause also regarding
Southern rabbinic participation in the civil rights movement.
Henry was 1ess kind than the Reverend Shuttlesworth: he
observed that in Mississippi there was "no participation by
the Rabbis [sic) in the civil rights movement.” In reference
to Southern Jews and rabbis in particular, Henry exclaimed,
"*Sorry, they are not with it." [62]

Shuttlesworth's and Henry's contrasting perspectives

were indicative of tﬁe ambiguity which characterized Black-
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Jewish relations in the South from 1915-1966. From the time
of Leo Frank's lynching in Marietta, Georgia to the strucgle
for civil rights in the 1950s and 1960s, Blacks and Jews
cooperated when it was in their mutual interest to do sc.
Given a conflict of interest between the Black and Jewish
communities, African-American self-preservation commanded 3
higher priority than intergrour harmony: this held true even
to the extent of defending a oguilty James Conley at the
expense of an innocent Leo Frank. In response to Frank's
trial, it became clear that self-preservation, even if it
meant sacrificing Black friendships, was also a primary

Jewish concern.
Blacks and Jews in Yankeedom, 1915-1966.

when Southern Blacks began to migrate northward in
increasing numbers, at the close of the 19th century, the
pattern of ambivalence which had developed between Blacks and
Jews 1in the South was resumed up North. The following
description reflects the tensions which resulted from early

Black encounters with Jewish immigrants in the urban North:

He ("the average negro") found no connnection
with the ancient Hebrews whose travails he
felt as his own, and the clothes dealer, the
street vendor, or kids running after him
velling, 'Schwartze.' These may have
suggested yet another image to the Negro, the
usurer, the infidel, or the Christ Killer.
Negroes were exposed to these images in
fundamentalist Christianity and it showed up
in some of their attitudes toward Jews. [63]

=

Despite negative images of Jews in the perspective of some
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Blacks, contact with Jews in America's northern cities, at
the dawning of the of the 20th century, helped motivate other
African-Americans to fight aeainst discrimination and for
equal access to the American marketplace. Evidence for this
claim can been found in an editorial entitled "Let Us Learn
From the Jews," which was carried by such African-American
newspapers as Ihe Christian Recorder, and IThe New York Age
Further proof that the Jews were turned to, early on, as
models for Black advancement may be adduced from the
following declaration of praise made at the close of the 18th
century by, an organ of the African Methodist Episcoral
Church, the A.M.E. Church Review: “Where everything else had
been denied him--political rights, social standing, even the
privilege of owning real estate--the Jew yet conquered.”
Along similar 1ines, Ihe Colored American edded, "The
Israelite gives wus our finest obdect 1lesson in the
possibilities growing out of thrift and economy....The Jew
has learned that money is taken by the world as a measure of
worth, Can we not learn the same?" [64]

By 1915, with the passing of Booker T. Washington and
his accommodationist influence, some Blacks began to address
a significant challenge: to survive and to flourish, they
believed it would be necessary for African-Americans to
establish an egqual place for themselves integrated within the
larger American society. To this end, while the N.A.A.C.P.
(National Association for the Advancememnt of Colored People)
waged war in 1915 against D.W. Griffith s Ihe Birth of a
Nation--& motion picture which ﬂepicted Blacks in & demeaning
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manner--one of the civil rights organization's most famous
visionaries, W.E.B. Du Bois, was g@aining recognition and
respect for his advocacy of total Black equality with Whites.
Soon he and others of similar outlook would become the
standard-bearers for Northern Blacks in their early drive for
civil rights. [65]

From the start, some Jews were eager to support the
growing African-American movement for equality and
advancement. Black unionization in 1920, and a perceived
inclination on the part of Blacks to seek Jewish advice and
assistance in the endeavor, found favor in the Yiddish press.
Expressing satisfaction with what was viewed as Black
admiration of Jewish unions the Forward made the following
editorial comments:

They are turning to us with more hoepe than to

any other worker's organizations because the

Jews can sympathize and empathize more with

them. That which the Negroes suffer in

America, the Jews in many parts of Europe are

now suffering in a8 more massive degree. Many

of us ourselves were oppressed in 01d Russia

as the Negroes are in free America. We can

understand them better and therefore we sound

their appeal wide and quickly. ([66]
W.E.B. DuBois, in a 1923 interview with the Forward responded
to Jewish identification with the plight of African-Americans
by declaring that “the Negro race looks to Jews for sympathy
and understanding." [67]

From the remarks made by the Forward and DuBois it

appears as thoush similar experiences of persecution
contributed to the development by Blacks and ngs of a

heightened sense of expectation in refereﬁde to eachother.
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[68] How would such a demanding stance toward one another
hold up under the strains of close contact in day to day
1iving? Would Blacks and Jews cooperate in an effort to
share the labor and benefits of building a noble society; or,
would there be a struggle for economic and political
hegemony?

Toward the end of the 1920s and during the 1930s, Blacks
increasingly viewed Jews as competitors as well as allies.
African-Americans did not 1limit their sights to the retail
marketplace in this regard. Three distinct examples of Black-
Jewish rivalry in Harlem, Just preceding and also during the
depression years, reveal that this new trend in Black
outlooks was broadly based. In these cases Blacks vied with
Jews for better housing and higher professional status as
well as for commercial clout.

Feeling that an African-American response to the
perceived Jewish domination of retail trade in Harlem was
essential, several Black shopkeepers Jjoined together,in 1927,
and established the Colored Merchants' Association. In
consultation with Tuskegee Institute and the National Negro
Business League, the Merchants' Association attempted to
develop an outlet that would seek to capture a comeetitive
chunk of Harlem's retail market. With the onset of the
depression, the short-lived organization met its untimely
demise. Three factors were Tlargely responsible for the
failure of the Black merchant's enterprise and the continued
success of the Jewish shopkeepers on Harlem's 125th Street:

(1) Due to & lack--of funds Harlem's Black merchant
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organization, unlike the area's Jewish businesses, found it
difficult to provide customers with a "buy on credit" option;
(2) Occasionally the prices at the Colored Merchants’
Association’'s retail outlet were slightly higher than those
of their Jewish competitors, or of the chain store rates; (3)
The Black merchant cooperative in Harlem was unable to
provide the same amount of variety in merchandise as that of
its competition. Since the group that the association was
targeted against, Harlem's Jewish merchants, managed to
remain afloat despite competition and the hardships posed by
the Great Depression, the flames of African-American
discontent were only further fanned. [691]

Harlem's Black community of medical and dental
professionals empathized with their peers in commerce: they
too resented the perceived infringement on their turf by
members of the Jewish community. Again, Blacks banded
together to try and pull black clientele away from Jewish
rivals., [70]

In 1927, Black medical and dental professionals made it
known that they considered the ratio of African-American
doctors and nurses to Black patients at Harlem Hospital
unacceptable. Consequently, support was mustered on their
behalf within the N.A.A.C.P. to petition New York mayor John
F. Hylen to place, at minimum, two Blacks on the hospital's
governing board. While he refused to do so, Jimmie Walker,
who subsequently took over the mayoralty, willingly complied
with the N.A.A.C.P.'s request. :Furthermore. in 1929, Wwalker

was responsible for a personnel reorganization at Harlem
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Hospital which ended with the ouster of several longstanding
Jewish employees: a number of senior Jewish department heads
were asked to leave the hospital and a new contingent of
Afro-American doctors was added to the staff. [71]

Blacks and Jews 1in Harlem were further polarized by
Walker's decisions, in the early 1930s, to order additional
changes in Harlem Hospital's medical staff which resulted in
the hiring of forty new Black doctors. Twenty-five doctors
who lost their Jobs, among them several Jews, raised a cry of
protest asking for their old Jjobs back. Claims were made by
some Black doctors that their senior White former colleagues
should have been retained to train the new medical
practitioners; however, a young Jewish doctor challenged this
claim and declared that the White medical practitioners
formerly employed a8t the hospital were "tempermentally
unfitted [sic] for their posts in & Negro hospital.” [72]

Harlem Hospital's personnel controversy in the late
1920s and early 1930s foreshadowed a maJjor source of conflict
that would be heatedly debated by Blacks and Jews in the
1960s, 1970s, and 1980s: quotas and affirmative action
programs. Black inclusion in Job slots at the cost of Jewish
exclusion was already creating critical tensions between
Blacks and Jews in Harlem as early as the 1920s and 1930s.
when the controversy over equal opportunity and equal
employment was sparked again several decades later, Jews
were--as both Howard University's decision to limit their
number in its medical school student body at the close of the
1940s and the reshuff11ﬁb at Harlem Hospital in the 1920s and
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1930s illustrate--understandably wary of Justice being served
at their expense.

On yet another front, tension between Harlem's Black and
Jewish populations was mounting. Harlem's Blacks were
concerned about acauiring better housing as early as 1900,
when they formed the Afro-American Realty Corporation.
Contributine to the tensions that were to eprecipitate a
crisis in the mid-1930s were the business ethics dispiayed by
Jewish landlords, such as Charles Klein in Harlem during the
late 1910s and early 1920s. According to the the Black press
Klein exploited poor, migrant Blacks in search of adeaquate
housing by dividing up apartment houses 1into one-room
dwellings and demandine double to triple the going rate for
rent. [73]

Harlem's Blacks also faced slim prospects in the realm of
employment during the 1930s. Campaigns were waged during
these years against perceived injustices by Jewish employers
who, it was charged, did not hire Blacks in sufficient
numbers. To this end, boycotts of Jewish owned department
stores were initiated along 125th Street in Harlem. Belated
efforts by some of these businesses (like Blumstein's during
the mid-1930s) at hiring and promoting African-Americans
failed to mollify erstwhile Black customers who,
disillusioned by thwarted expectations, would soon act on
their anger. ([74] Corresponding to the boycotts, & rent
strike was held in 1934 against Jewish landlord Jacob Cohen,
as part of the "Bronx House Iuar.' wherein New York City

Blacks--some of whom _were éﬁpported by Communist Party
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affiliates, the ILD (International Labor Defense) and the
LSNR (League of Struggle for Negro Rights)--joined together
to picket Cohen who, one scholar suggests , was targeted as a
symbol of Black displeasure with the Jewish community as a
whole. [75]

At least two expressions of this hostility were played
out on Harlem's explosive streets. First, radical Afro-
American propagandists by the names of Sufi Abdul Hamid and
Arthur L. Reid spewed forth anti-Semitic diatribes in protest
of such activities as “the Bronx Slave Market" (which
exhibited questionable hiring practices concerning Black
domestic workers by what were assumed to be mostly Jewish
housewives) and other perceived forms of exploitation.
Echoing them the Philadelphia Iribune, challenged those who
sympathized with Hitler's Jewish victims; after all, the
Iribune reasoned: why be concerned about German Jewry when
the plight of African-Americans was so miserable at home?
(761 Second, a riot took place in Harlem that reflected
Black bitterness and alienated Jews.

Few would dispute, that the Biack-Jewish relationship in
Harlem at the time was a sionificant factor both in the
circumstances which contributed to the riot and 1in its
aftermath. why else would a Chinese, retail store owner
quickly display a poster in his shop window during the riot
which declared: "Chinese, not Jewish*?! [77] wWhy would
Kelly Miller, in an article published by the Amsterdam News
attempt to “"divert the ‘Jew Hatred' by pointing out how

helpful Jews had been to Negroes" in the past? [78]
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Our last question leads us to one of the chief ironies
in Black-Jewish relations during the decades under study.
While there had been tensions throughout Northern cities
where Blacks and Jews dwelled in close proximity, such as New
York, Philadelphia, Chicago, and Boston, African-Americans
were sometimes assisted in their struggles with oppressive
Jews by other Jews who served the Black community as
advocates and benefactors. For example, two Jews,a New York
congressman (Abraham Grenthal) and a Jjudge (Samuel Rosenman)
offered legal advice to Black Harlemites at meetings arranged
to discuss tenant concerns during the 1late 1920s. [79]
Similarly, Jewish philanthropists 1ike Samuel Fels and Julius

Rosenwald offered financial assistance to needy, Northern
Blacks. Another form of Jewish aid went to African-American

laborers and was provided by the United Hebrew Trades which
helped Philadelphia Blacks, in the late 1930s, to establish a
union for plasterers. [80]

Also, many Jews, including the Spingarn brothers and
Louis Marshall, worked as advocates for Black civil rights in
association with the N.A.A.C.P. during the early decades of
the 20th century. 1In 1941, Philadelphia's African-American
and Jewish communities created the Fellowship Commission
which helped the following year to bring & chapter of the
N.A.A.C.P, to town. In 1944, the Commission, along with
several other Philadelphia organizations that included Jewish
participants, helped the N.A.A.C.P. in its efforts to achieve
fair standards regarding promotions for qualified, senior

Black workers. Around- the close of World War I1I, in a
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similar development, attorneys for the American Jewish
Congress undertook a program of Jjoint cooperation with their
counterparts at the N.A.A.C.P.. ([81] By the mid-1950s,
Philadelphia's Fellowship Commission, one of whose founders
and leaders was a Jew by the name of Maurice B. Fagan, (also
head of the Anti-Defamation Council) had succeeded in pushing
through a Fair Employment Practices Law in Pennsylvania to
preatly aid Blacks in the Job market. [(82]

On the whole, however, ambivalence characterized Black-
Jewish relations in the North, On the one hand, sparked by
the Nazi threat in 1942 and 1946, calls for unity between
Blacks and Jews were issued respectively by Harlem's
Amsterdam News and the “Windy City's" Chicago Defender. Yet,
at the same time, due largely to feelings of envy over Jewish
economic success, Harlem witnessed, in 1943, a violent anti-
Semitic outburst, and in 1951, the Defender hurled a heated
harangue against the Jews, as exploiters of African-Americans
[83].

During the late 1950s and early 1960s, national Jewish
defense organizations such as the ADL (Anti-Defamation
League), the American Jewish Committee, and the American
Jewish Congress, as well as individuals 1like Rabbi Abraham
Joshua Heschel, actively campaigned for the passage of new
civil rights legislation. Shortly before the ratification of
the 1964 Civil rights bill, Albert Vorspan, then director of
the Commission on" Social Action of Reform Judaism, led a
delegation of sixteen rabbis to St. Augustine, Florida--at

the request of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.--where the
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group was arrested, and spent & night in Jail, on account of
their protest against segregation at Monson's Motor Lodge.
(841 1In another gesture of support for Blacks, during the
summer of 1964 1in Philadelphia, Mississippi, two young,
Jewish civil rights workers, Michael Schwerner and Andrew
Goodman, gave their lives in the battle against segregation.
[85]

Despite such tremendous sacrifices, Black
interpretations of Jewish support for civil rights were
ambivalent. On the one hand, Black notables such as
historian Frank Hercules and civil rights activist Bayard
Rustin warmly praised Jewish involvement in civil rights
causes: said Hercules, "The inescapable fact is that, if
black people in America are able now, for the first time, to
pose a formidable threat to the Anglo-Saxon establishment,
this is due, in considerable measure, to the tutelage and
friendship of the Jews." [86] Looking back, in 1974, on
Jewish support of Blacks in the struggle for civil rights

Rustin proclaimed:

The Jew himself feels a specigal obligation to
do what he can to help other oppressed
peorle....In fact, many of the people who
marched and much of the leadership that
assisted Dr. King and Mr. Randolph and me in
the March on Washington [in 1963] were
Jewish. So, I believe there is an historic
and philosophical relationship between Jews
and Blacks. [871]

In contrast to these expressions of positive regard for
Jewish participation in the sﬁrunoIe for civil rights, writer

Imamu Barska (Leroi Jones) and Black Muslim leader Malcom X
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have challenged this 1maee. Baraka referred to Jewish
martyrs Goodman and Schwerner as “"artifacts" and "paintings
on the wall," who were exceptions to the Jewish norm. [B8]
Malcom X said of Jewish attraction to the civil rights
movement: “"America's five and a half million Jews look at it
all very practically. Whether they know it or not, all of
that bigotry and hatred focused on the black man keeps off
the Jew a 1ot of heat that would be on him otherwise." [89]

Regarding Jewish 1involvement in the civil rights
movement of the 1950s and 1960s, Black perspectives were
clearly not consistent. Black moderates 1ike Rustin and King
arppreciated Jewish help. Black militants such as Baraka and
Malcom X denigrated this same Jewish {input. American Blacks
have always spoken from a variety of perspectives on the
subjects of Jews and Judaism; Black perspectives on Jewish
contributions to the civil rights movement were no exception
to the rule.

Taken together the data presented here suggests several
significant conclusions regarding Black-Jewish relations in
the United States from 1915-1966.

1. The struggle for survival in the South did not foster
the kind of competition between Blacks and Jews for housing,
employment, and upward mobility as that which took place in
the North from 1815-1966. Factors such as & closed class
hierarchy, 1imited freedoms of speech and movement for
Blacks, and fear of lynching ail may have contributed to the
maintenance of & socially rei;rictive status quo in the

South. To some extent, for these reasons, alliances between
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Southern Blacks and Jeué had to be limited in scope and
nature.

2. In the North, by contrast, oreater contact, along
with societal flux, provided opportunities both for rivalry
and appreciative cooperation between Northern Blacks and
Jews.

3. Blacks identified with Jews as an oppressed peorle.
Like the Jews, African-Americans engaged in a fierce struggle
to survive and, despite hostile opposition, to reap the
rewards of freedom.

4. Blacks were also inclined to view Jews as having
already achieved the successes which they themselves had not
yet experienced. They tended to see Jews not only as
successful in the White world but also as unequal partners in
Black-Jewish relations, for the latter seemed to benefit from
them more often.

5. As part of defining their identity within the
American cultural and societal framework, African-Americans
have tended to become increasingly wary of outsiders. They
have been suspicious of those whom they felt posed a threat
to their accomplishment of equal rights and status.

6. Duﬁina times of conflict, American Jews have been
prime targets for Black mistrust. At such times, even
previously harmonious relations ocave way to tensions

resulting from divergent self-interests.

Contemporary Black-Jewish Relations in America, 1967-
1987: A Brief Review.
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Black Jewish relations in America from 1967-1987
remained ambivalent. Three broad themes involving Blacks and
Jews were given extensive coverage in the African-American
and Jewish press during this period: (1) Black anti-Semitism
and Jewish Racism, (2) Israel and the Middle East, and (3)
Quotas ana Affirmative Action. Black and Jewish perspectives
on these issues were multi-faceted.

Several significant factors influenced Black and Jewish
responses to these three toeics. First, religion, a factor
which, 8t times, mitigated against prejudice but at other
times was used to induce hatred. In Jesnuary of 1968, Black
Christian minister Martin Luther King Jr. noted that the SCLC
(Southern Christian Leadership Conference)--which Dr. King
headed--had "expressly, frequently, and vigorously denounced
anti-Semitism," and Dr. King added, "I will continue to
oppose it, [anti-Semitism]l because it is immoral and self-
destructive." [90] However, during the summer of 1984, Black
Mus1im minister and Nation of Islam leader Louis Farrakhan
called Judaism "a ogutter religion," a statement which
provoked much Jewish ire. [91]1 Yet, shortly after Farrakhan
made his anti-Semitic remarks, leaders of a3 different Black
Muslim oroup, Warith Deen Muhammad and former heavy-weight
boxing champion Muhammad AlY of the American Muslim Mission,
condemed Farrakhan's anti-Semitism. [92] Jesse Jackson, &
Black Christian minister and candidate for the democratic
presidential nomination in 1984, also denounced Farrakhan's

anti-Semitic statementé} and in a public break with the
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Nation of Islam leader, Jackson described Farrakhan's slurs
against Judaism as "reprehensible and morally indefensible."
[93]

Speaking in 1980 at a meeting convened by and for Jews
to discuss Jewish attitudes toward Blacks, Rabbi Murray
Saltzman of Baltimcre Hebrew Congregation, then member of the
U.S. Civil Rights Commission, declared that "human dignity
and Justice must prevail, not Just for Jews but for all
peorle." [94] Others, however, invoked Judaism on behalf of
Jewish self-interest. From the evidence available, it would
be difficult to support a8 claim one way or the other
regarding the influence of Judaism on Jewish prejudice toward
Blacks.

Conflictine political and cultural ideologies were the
second factor influencing Black-Jewish perspectives. Black
militants condemned Israel and the Zionist movement: Stokely
Carmichael, one such anti-Zionist African-American, claimed
in the late 1960s that he was "prepared to fight for Egypt"
against Israel in a Middle Eastern war. [95]1 According to a
report from Ihe Baltimore Jewish Iimes in 1968, there wers
some Jews who felt Israel was then in a position to take care
of itself and that problems in the United States were more
pressing than those in the Middle East. Other Jews, who
belonged to the “"New Left," were not seriously disturbed by
Carmichael's anti-Zionist remarks: they viewed the whole
Black Power movement simply as a developmental stage in the
process of “Black emancipation Just ;1ike Jewish emancipation

years ago in Israel." [96]

b
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Black and Jewish moderates disagreed. In the 1late
1970s, Andrew Young expressed his support for Israel, even
after he was forced to resign as representative to the United
Nations after breaking United States policy by speaking with
the Palestinian Liberation Organization's U.N. observer.
However, Young did reserve the right to speak out against
Israeli actions when he deemed it necessary. [97] Some Afro-
American moderates l1ike Bayard Rustin have been consistently
sympathetic to Israel. Rustin along with Black labor leader
A. Philip Randolph and Roy Wilkins, a Black civil rights
advocate who was serving as the executive director of the
NAACP (National Association for the Advancement of Colored
Peorple), formed BASIC (Black Americans To Support Israel) in
the mid-1970s as a sion of Black identification with the
Jewish democracy 1in the Middle East. [98] Rabbi Andrew
Baker's fiery defense of 1Israel in response to Manning
Marable's 1986 editorial carried by Ihe Baltimore Afro-
American was 1indicative of Israel's significance from &
moderate Jewish perspective. Rabbi Baker adamantly defended
Israel against Marable's accusations which included the
charge of corrupt collaboration with White South Africa at
Black South African'expense. [99]

Economics is a third key factor affecting Black-Jewish
relations, especially in the continuing debate over quotas
and affirmative action. As far back as the Harlem Hospital
controversy in the late 1920s and the early 1930s, Blacks and
Jews have been competing with _each other in the Jjob market.

Since the late 1940s uhéﬁ Howard University, a Southern Black
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college, started to curtail Jewish enroliment, Blacks and
Jews have competed for educational opportunities as well.
During the 1970s, DefFunis y. Odegaard, Ihe Regents of the
University of California y. Bakke, and MWeber y. Kaiser
Aluminum and Chemical Co., were lawsuits that highlighted the
economic inequalities in American society as well as the
actual and potential imepediments to career advancement that
threatened Blacks and Jews. The first two legal battles were
fought against wuniversities with racially based group
preference admissions policies. Litigation was conducted on
behalf of students who demanded admission to professional
schools based on individual merit. In the third lawsuit,
Brian Weber went to court claiming that his seniority on the
Job entitled him to promotion over those who were advanced
because of a racial quota.

Each lawsuit turned out differently. DeFunis' case was
declared "moot" because the court that initially heard his
case had already admitted him to law school, and by the time
the case made 1ts way to the Supreme Court he was about to
graduate. Bakke was admitted to medical school on the
grounds that he was considered a victim of “reverse
discrimination." Nevertheless, the Supreme Court maintained
in the Bakke decision that preferential treatment, as a
criterion for admissions of minority group victims of
discrimination, was still acceptable. [100] As for Weber, he
lost his c;se completely. .

By the 1980s, three basic perspectives characterized the

American public's thoughts on EEOtas and affirmative action.
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First, many Blacks favored affirmative action programs
whether or not they employed quotas. Ethel Payne expressed
this attitude when 1in her 1982 column carried by the
Baltimore Aiﬁg;Aanigan she remarked, "Even I who have been
more fortunate than the woman head of a household struggling
to hold her- family together, have wished many times that
there were some quotas or goals that would have allowed me to
have more access to eaual opportunity." [1011 Second, there
were those, mostly Whites, 1ike dJohn Bunzel of Stanford
university's Hoover Institution who expressed the opinion
that individuals *"should not receive special benefits or
burdens because of their race." [1021 Finally, according to
Hyman Bookbinder, Washington Representative of the Americn
Jewish Committee in 1986, there was a significant segment of
the Jewish community which by the mid-1980s--despite its
steadfast opposition to numerical auotas--backed affirmative
action programs with the goal of delivering equal education
and career opportunities to needy minorities., [103]
Black-Jewish relations in America from 1967-1987 have
echoed past patterns of ambivalence. In the chapters that
follow, the three central themes of (1) Black anti-Semitism
and Jewish Racism, (2) Israel and the Middle East, and (3)
Quotas and Affirmative action, will be explored in greater
depth, As we shall see, at no time did Blacks and Jews
interact without some degree of tension--and feelings of

ambivalence.
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CHAPTER ONE

Black Anti-Semitism and Jewish Racism

During the years Just preceding World War I, and
especially thereafter, exchanges between American Blacks and
Jews became increasingly frequent. Black migration away from
a hostile South to the urban centers of the North and Jewish
flight from European persecution--to a number of the same
Northern American cities in which Southern Blacks had taken
refuge--were developments which helped account for increased
contact between the two @roups. Greater exposure to one
another revealed no lack of prejudice on both sides. For
example, in 1902 Dr. Felix Adler. who pioneered the Ethical
Culture Movement in New York, made the following prejudicial
remarks about Blacks:

The negroes are a child race....They have the

recklessness, the carelessness, the impa-

tience in industry, the lack of providence,

the sudden gusts of emotion, of children. [11]
Adler opposed segregation and championed liberal views, but
his paternalistic remarks won him no favor from Black
associates. [2]

Marcus Garvey, a Black from Jamaica who founded an
organization <called the Universal Negro  Improvement
Association and led a Black nationalist movement calling for
a return of American Blacks to Africa, provides a Black
counterpoint to Adler's preJudic1a1 perspective. Noting the
sad state of Jewish ,nffeiréJ in Nazi Germany during the

1930's, Garvey was unsympathetic:
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(It] has been brought on by themselves in

that their particular method of living is

inconsistent with the broader principles that

Tike Boney. . They Reve' SIWEYS DOWH BTLSE |

money. They want nothing else but money. [3]
During the ensuing decades, a variety of other preJjudiced
voices were raised. A follower of Garvey's, Arthur L. Reid,
who helped to establish the Harlem Labor Union Inc. and, like
his mentor, advocated bolstering Black economic power through
"buying Black"--directed anti-Semitic accusations at Jews he
felt were guilty of exploiting Blacks. (4] Along the same
lines, during the mid-1930's Sufi Abdul Hamid (Eugene Brown),
leader of the Negro Industrial Clerical Alliance, spearheaded
8 drive in Harlem against White merchants. His anti-Semitic
harangues were aimed at the Jewish store owners who occuried
much of Harlem's merchant class. Many in New York's Jewish
community deeply resented these utterances; consequently,
Sufi became known as the "Black Hitler". [5]

In the 1940's, Carlos Cooks, another Black who adhered
to the principies espoused by Garvey, praised Adoliph Hitler,
specifically in order to foment anti-Jewish sentiment in
Harlem: "What he's trying to do, we're trying to do," said
Cooks. [61 By the 1950's and 60's, preJudicial attitudes
involving Blacks and Jews had by no means disappeared. A
troubled Jewish voice that confirmed this reality belonged to
Norman Podhoretz, editor of Commentary magazine, who shared
his ambivalent feelings toward Blacks with readers in an

R
article entitled "My Nesro Problem--And Ours®:
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The hatred I still feel for Negroes is the
hardest of a11 the old feelings to face or
admit, and it is the most hidden and the most
overlarded [sic]l by the conscious attitudes
into which I have succeeded in willing
myself....I did not know when I was a child,
that power is on my side, that the police are
working for me and not for them. And knowing
this I feel ashamed and guilty, like the good
liberal I have grown up to be. [7]

Podhoretz's conflicted feelings afford the opportunity to

note that, all along, other voices from both the Black and

the Jewish communities have authoritatively denounced racial

and religious predudice. A great deal of ambivalence has
been manifested on both sides.

Over the years preceding 1967, no single voice spoke for
either the Black or the Jewish communities in their entirety.
Black anti-Semitism and Jewish racism have maintained a place
in the broad spectrum of attitudes held by these communities
toward each other; yet, it surely cannot be said that they
have predominated. For example, the following upbeat
response of the Yiddish press to a perceived positive trend
among Blacks in the early 1920's is indicative of the more
than wunidimensional relations that have existed between
Blacks and Jews right up to the current period:

They are turning to us with more hope than to
any other workers' organizations because the
Jews can sympathize and empathize more with
them. That which the Negroes suffer in
America, the Jews in many parts of Europe are
now suffering in a more massive degree. Many
of us ourselves were ressed in 01d Russia
as the Negroes are in free America. We can

understand them bettenand therefore we sound
their appeal wide and quickly. (8]

On still another positive note, Bayard Rustin, a leader in
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the Black community who along with A, Philip Randoleh
organized a madjor civil rights march on Washington in 1963,
offered high praise for Jewish participation in the civil
rights strugele. Both he and Randolph had expressed their
distaste for anti-Semitic material they encountered in the
1960's. [9]

As the careful reader examines the series of newsparer
articles that follow on Black and Jewish predjudice, he or she
will want to answer three critical questions:

1. Who speaks in each article for the Black and the
Jewish communities?

2. What factors contribute to Black anti-Semitism and/or
Jewish predjudice against Blacks?

3. How significant a part does prejudice play in

contemporary Black-Jewish relations?
From wWhose Perspective 7

A wide range of voices in the Black and the Jewish
communities found expression on the pages of the four
newsparers under study from 1967-73. In February of 1867,
several months before the Six Day War, The Chicago Daily
Defender (one of only two Black daily newspapers in America
at the time) boldly editorialized that “there is no oreganized
anti-Semitism among Negroes." [10] Half & year Tlater--
shortly after the war--columnist Robert Segal disagreed. In
the September 28, 1967 1{ssue of Cincinnati's American
Israelite he wrote thqpfo11ohﬁng about the perceived anti-
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Semitism of the SNCC (Student Non-Violent Coordinating
Committee) leadership:

To say that SNICK (SNCC) leadership now

represents an infinitesimal slice of Negro

opinion is to delude ourselves. The gasoline

is on fire and the flames are hungry. [11]

what was the SNCC and whom did it reeresent? In an
effort to ensure the non-violent nature of civil rights
demonstrations, Martin Luther King, Jr. sought the
establishment of an organization dedicated to peaceful
protest. In 1960, Black and white students from the South
followed Dr. King's bidding and organized the Student Non-
Violent Coordinating Committee (SNCC). At first, Jewish
backing was freely given to the new body; however, as time
went on and SNCC became increasingly militant Jewish support
was withdrawn. After the Six Day War, SNCC did not hesitate
to express anti-Zionist attitudes. By 1969, the Committee no
longer advocated non-violence; accordingly, it changed its
name to reflect its new outlook: 1t became the Student
National Coordinating Committee. [12]
An article written for the Baltimore Jewish Iimes in

1968 by columnist Milton Friedman noted that while on the one
hand Martin Luther King, Jr. was marching on Washington with
an interfaith and interracial solidarity platform, Black
Power militants were continuing to promote anti-Semitism.
[13] Floyd McKissick, leader of COR; (Congress of Racial
Equ'athJ established in 1942 by James Farmer to actively
further the cause of civil rights, proclaimed that same year

that his oroanizat1on'fﬁas not anti-Semitic; indeed, he
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stressed the empathy that Blacks felt for Jews as fellow
sufferers. [14] Some have disputed the CORE leader's claims
that his organization was free of anti-Semitic feeling, for
by the mid-1960's the organization had shifted toward a
militant, Black nationalist perspective no longer in favor of
integration; instead, under Mckissick, CORE 1leaned heavily
toward racial separation. [15]

In contrast to Mckissick's denial of anti-Semitism, Just
one month after his statement, the Israelite reported that
the "Blackman's Volunteer Army of Liberation"--an anti-
Semitic, paramilitary grour headed by "Colonel" Hassan Jeru-
Ahmed (Albert Roy Osborne) [16]--was unabashedly engaged in
distributing anti-Zionist handbills in the Washington D.C.
area. [17] Cincinnati's Herald (one of .the Black weekly
newsparers under study) carried an article in 1970 which
exposed another Black organization--the Black Panthers--as
anti-Semitic. For the Panthers, an anti-white organization
created in 1966 by Huey P. Newton and Bobby Seale, violent
revolution was thought of as the epreferred manner of
introducing change. [18] According to the report in the
article, the AJC (American Jewish Committee), a body set up
in 1906 for the advocacy of civil and religious rights,
charged the Panthers with being anti-Semitic on account of
their consistent anti-Zionist and anti-Israel stance. [19]

Along similar lines, in 1972 the Herald summarized the
contents of an AJC report which described the Black Muslims
as anti-Semitic. Headed, in 1972, by EliJah Muhammed (Robert

Poole) who referred to himself as the” “Messenger of Allah,*
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the Black Muslims formed their movement back in 1913. They
identified with the Arabs religiously. Psychologically, they
too resented the Whites of the West. Israel was a prime
target of their disaffection; yet, they also expressed their
anti-Jewish feelings toward Jews in America. [20]

Furthermore, the African-American Teachers Association
(ATA) denied the validity of the charge made in 1972 by the
ADL (Anti-Defamation League of the B'nai B'rith)--a Jewish
defence organization involved in civil rights advocacy since
the Jlate 1940's [21)--of wusing public funds from the
Department of Health, Education, and Welfare to promote anti-
Semitism. A careful reading of this Baltimore Jewish Times
article leaves room for debate regarding the attitudes held
by Albert Vann who was president of the organization in 1972.
When questioned by the JTA (Jewish Telegraphic Agency), Vann
reacted ambiguously to quotations which, during the Ilate
1960's, either appeared in ATA publications or were made by
ATA officials and included references to Jews as "exploiters”
of Blacks, "despicable Jew boys," Israeli “"imperialism," and
Hitler's failure to "make enough lampshades out of" Jews.
[(22]

Unlike Albert Vann, other important members of the Black
community were decisive in their opposition to anti-Semitism.
Notably, in this resard, civil rights leader Bayard Rustin's
perspective on Black anti-Semitism, which he shared at the
Haddasah Jewish women's S58th annual national convention in
1872, 1involved a redection of those oroups which espoused

such a prejudicial approach toward Jews. The “éditor of the
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Baltimore Afro-American who printed Mr. Rustin's words was in
agreement with the civil rights leader's assessment of the
phenomenon of Black anti-Semitism. (23]

At the close of 1972, Kivie Kaplan, & prominent and
influential Jew, who was then national epresident of the
NAACP--an organization founded in 1910 and dedicated to
biracial participation in the struggle for complete racial
eauality--warned against anti-Black prejudice among Jews.
Kaplan, 1ike Rustin, maintained a positive outlook with
regard to Black perspectives on Jews. [24] Writing in the
month preceeding the outbreak of the Yom Kippur War, Mardorie
Parham, (editor of the Cincinnati Herald) Joined Rustin and
Kaplan in her condemnation of the militant voices in the
Black community who espoused anti-Semitism. She, like other
moderates in the Black and the Jewish communities called for
unity despite the extremist remarks which emanated from
militant mouths. [25]

From 1974-1980, the same kind of diversity of
perspective could be found in the Black and the Jewish
communities with regard to Black anti-Semitism and Jewish
prejudice against Blacks. On the one hand, Rabbi J. David
Bleich declared in 1976 that: *The Torah does not countenance
discrimination against converts; nor does it tolerate
discrimination among righteous proselytes on the basis of
color." [26]1 Yet, on the other hand, Coretta Scott King
still felt it necessary, on Yom Kippur afternoon in November
of 1978, to remind a Jewish congregation that all things were

not equal regarding the past experiences of Blacks and Jews
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in America; consequently, she suggested more patience and
understanding on the part of those 1listening to her.
Nevertheless, Mrs. King's ogeneral outlook on Jewish
interaction with Blacks was quite positive. [27]

On yet another front, conflict occurred in 1978 on the
campus of the University of Maryland, Baltimore County
(umBC) . Once again students were involved. An article
distributed by the college's Black Student Union parer
sparked an uncomfortable controversy on campus. In the
piece, Winston Collins, a Black UMBC student, accused Jews of
gaining "economic, political, and psychological control over
the non-Jewish masses by first labeling groups of people as
anti-Sematic [sicl." Collins argued that "by crying anti-
Semite," Jews Justified the Zionist movement and took over "a
previously occupied territory that they would later call
their homeland, Israel.* Collins also alleged that Jews
controlled the presidency of the United States; that Israel,
the U.S., and South Africa were engaged in a "triangular
capitalistic monorpoly [whichl reveals the real power of the
Jews; and, furthermore, that all Jewish assistance given to
Blacks in the civil rights movement was provided so that Jews
could “gain and reap the benefits while blacks steadily
suffer the policies of racism." [28]

A public meeting was held on May 15, 1978 on campus
wherein many young Blacks and Jews peacefully discussed the
article eand its ramifications. Said Quentin Watkins,
chairman elect of the Black Student Union, about the meeting:

It accomplished alot, like-one of those fairy tales where
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they lived happily ever after. I don't know if that's the
case here, but the meeting was a start." [29] However, no
consensus was reached: six Black student senators walked out
when a vote was to be held on l1abeling individual opinions as
Letters to the Editor if no supporting facts were provided
with the item. Conseaquently, the Jewish students who
attended the meeting decided to file a complaint regarding
Collins' article through the Judicial channels available on
campus. When on May 23, 1978, a resolution condemning the
publication of Collins' article "Blacks and Jews" was pPut
before the UMBC Senate--which was composed mostly of faculty
with some student representation--it was voted down. [30]

Black and Jewish opinions were similarly divided on the
Andrew Young affair; wherein, the former Ambassador to the
U.N. resigned his post after having breached a U.S.
commitment not to deal with the PLO until that oroup
acknowledged Israel's right to exist. Elsa C. Elkin's letter
to the Baltimore Jewish Iimes in August of 1979 is of special
note in that she voiced a break with what she regarded as
Jewish leadership's “wimpy" approach to the anti-Semitic
backlash of Rev. Young's resignation. Referring to Jewish
professionals as “Jewish Uncle Toms" who feared for their
Jobs as "brokers between the Jewish and Black communities,”
Elkin called upon concerned Jews, 1ike herself, to stand up
against the "abuse and scorn that Andrew Young has unleashed”
upon the Jewish community. [311]

‘Thomas C. McNeil's letter to the Afro-American in 1980

speaks of his resentment over Moshe Dayan's apparently
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prejudicial remarks against Blacks. [32] Expressing concern
about Jewish predudice against Blacks 1in 1980, Samuel
Rabinove, then the head of the AJC's national discrimination
division, urged a Baltimore ogathering of Jews to deal
honestly and openly with the problem. [33]

Finally, the years from 1981-1987 also revealed
ambivalence concerning Black and Jewish perspectives on each
other. For example, while running for the democratic
presidential nomination in 1984, Jesse Jackson refered to
Jews as “Hymies". However, in the March 3, 1984 edition of
the Afro-American a report details Jackson's denial of anti-
Semitism and his apology to the nation's Jewish community
before members of Temple Adath Yeshurun in Manchester, N.H..
£34) Another Black 1leader and supporter of Jackson's
campaign, Mayor Kenneth Gibson of Newark, N.J., on March 8,
1984 readily redected Jackson's offensive remarks about Jews.
[35] Yet, despite Jackson's comments, which were offensive
to many Jews, it must be noted that the Jewish community was
not united in 1its perspective on him. Ethel Payne, a
columnist for the Afro-American reports on Jewish support for
Rev. Jackson in her May 5, 1984 editorial. (361

Furthermore, it should be added that Jackson, during the
summer of 1984, made a public break with Minister Louis
Farrakhan. [37]1 Jackson was not alone in his redection of
Farrakhan's anti-Semitic message of hate. Warith Deen
(Hallabe) Muhammad, Black ‘mpsl1m leader of the American
Muslim Mission (formerly the’ Nation of Islam) and son of

™

Elidah Muhammad, also condemned Farrakhan's anti-Semitic
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invective. After his father's death, Warith Deen was
responsible for softening the Black Muslim's attitude toward
whites and allowing for cooreration between the races. [38]
In 1985, a Baltimore coalition of Blacks and Jews, called the
BLEWS, worked together to respond to Farrakhan's anti-
Semitism. [39] Farrakhan had in the late 1970's started his
own Muslim religious grourp based on Elidah Muhammad's Black
separatist and anti-White perspectives. [40]
Two more apologies took place in 1987. In Aeril, Ben
Ami Carter (Ben Carter), 1leader of the Black Hebrews,
apologized from Jerusalem for the anti-Semitic propaganda set
forth by those under his leadership, saying:
"A11 my anti-Semitic and anti-Israel remarks
KReToRTE And Cactice. “They uere wrone.* [A11
Carter's group--who were formerly African-Americans--made its
way to Israel in 1969. Black Hebrews may have existed in the
U.S. even prior to the turn of the 20th century. They claim
to be the descendents of the ancient Israelites whom they say
were Black. (421 One month after Carter's confession in
1987, Mike Wallace, a well known Jewish television reporter,
arologized before students at the University of Michigan for
“some thoughtless, arguably racist remarks" that he had made
several years ago while preparing for his television show “60
Minutes”. [43]
- What does the data sugeest we recognize about the
composition of the Black and Jewish communities? Clearly,

t.-l‘ .
Blacks and Jews do not. speak with a single voice when
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expressing their perspectives on each other. From 1967-1987,
there have been Blacks and Jews who have greatly downplayed
the existence of Black anti-Semitism and Jewish racism.
During this same time period, other members of the Black and
Jewish communities have exhibited these hateful attitudes,
not only in their speech, but through their actions as well.
Along with these approaches, a third response has entailed
the recognition by various Blacks and Jews that the phenomena
of Black anti-Semitism and Jewish racism do exist and pose a
danger to healthy relations between the two communities;
consequently, this 1latter group warns against allowing
prejudice to interfere with the potential for positive

cooperation.
Contributing Factors

Religion cannot be entirely ruled out as a factor which
has contributed to Black anti-Semitism and Jewish racism from
1967-1987. In a 1967 editorial carried by the American
Israelite, James Baldwin is quoted as attributing Black anti-
Semitism to Jewish assimilation:

...the most ironical thing about Negro anti-
Semitism is that the Negro is really
condemning the Jew for having become an
American white man--for having become, in
effect, a Christian. 1[44]

From a Jewish perspective, it would appear that Jewish
prejudice against Blacks was not viewed positively. For

example, Rabbi Murray Saltzman of Baltimore declared in the
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winter of 1980 at a forum on Jeﬁish attitudes toward Blacks
that *“Human dignity and Jjustice must prevail, not Just for
Jews but for all people.* [45]1 Yet, there were those Jews
who in the name of Judaism sought personal gain. An argument
one way or the other regarding the influence of Judaism on
Jewish prejudice toward Blacks cannot be satisfactorily based
on the facts available.

On the other hand, Louis Farrakhan, 1leader of the
reconstituted Nation of Islam, espouses a sectarian brand of
religious hatred directed at the Jewish people. [46]
Farrakhan's statements on Jews and Judaism, however, are not
representative of all Black Muslims. [47] Neither does James
Baldwin's assessment of Black anti-Semitism speak for all
Black Christians; the following remarks by Black Christian
minister Sidney Daniels illustrate this:

From a Christian perspective, there is no

room for hatred. Blacks have been victims of

it and so have Jews. [48]
Finally, the reader will recall Ben-Ammi Carter's claim that
his anti-Semitic statements were: “...not our real
Philosophy." They were Just "rhetoric and tactics.” [49]

Economics has also playved a tremendous part in shaping
Jewish and Black attitudes. Charges of economic exploitation
of Blacks by Jews have been raised in a number of articles.
Commenting on Black dissatisfaction with Jewish businessmen
who kept shop in Black ohettos, Ihe Chicago Defender
maintained that Jews "do their best to égﬁisfy the wants and

needs of their Negro customers; the relationship breaks down
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when the Negro buyer is unable to 1ive up to the terms of his
commitment." [50] However, Black extremists in Washington
D.C.'s inner city during the late 1960's spoke angrily of
“Jew stores," and one such Black militant declared at a
public hearing on urban renewal that "no one puts the touch
on the black man like the Jews with their 300% interest."
[51]1 Yet, Black leaders such as SCLC (Southern Christian
Leadership Conference) president Martin Luther King Jr. and
CORE (Congress of Racial Eaquality) national director Floyd
McKissick indicated that resentment towards the Jewish people
on the part of Blacks was, for the most part, limited to
siumlords and other such "marginal business entrepreneurs”;
Blacks, these leaders stressed, did not condemn the Jewish
community as a whole. [52] Between 1967 and 1973 this seems
to have been a maJjor focus of tensions between the two
groups. Later, the economic conflict shifted to the realm of
quotas and affirmative action.

Political factors have also fostered misunderstanding
and predjudice. At least two insightful “myth bashing”
articles emphasize that the Ocean Hill-Brownsville struggle--
a conflict in New York during the fall of 1968 between the
Black community and the teacher's union over community
control of the schools--was perhaps mistakenly understood as
an exhibition of Black anti-Semitism. Each of these articles
suggests that the true confrontation, on both the economic
and political fronts, was not between Blacks and Jews but
between Blacks and Whites fighting over comﬁLnity control of
Black neighborhoods. [53]
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With Andy Young's ouster as Ambassador to the United
Nations, Zionism--which had already been viewed as a major
factor in Black anti-Semitism--became all the more
pronounced. To be sure, Black identification with the Arab
world may have been a means of lashing out at White racism
using anti-Semitism as a tool. Ellen Willis suggests this
possibility in her article for the Jewish Times entitled Ihe
Mvth of the Powerful Jew. [54] In the 1980's, Louis
Farrakhan and Ben Ammi Carter each unleashed a combined
assault of anti-Zionist and anti-Semitic propaganda as part

of their rhetoric, perhaps for the same reason.
Significance

Kivie Kaplan warned, in 1972, that Black anti-semitism
and Jewish racism--were on the increase. Yet, he also
attempted to persuade Israeli leaders and  maJjor
representatives of America's Jewish community not to
exaggerate Black anti-Semitism. [55]1 Throughout the period
under study, various articles have addressed the question of
how widespread the phenomenon has been. Most analysts agree
that Black anti-Semitism is generally an extremist
phenomenon. Jews, however, attach great sienificance to the
problem when it occurs. They, along with many mainstream
Blacks, have viewed Black anti-Semitism as an infectious
virus which needs to be kept in check.

How significant has Jewish predudice against Blacks

been? Has the phenomenon simply been & response to a
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perceived threat; or, has it been more deeply ingrained?
These questions are extremely difficult to answer. Gary
Rosenblatt's article entitled Jewish Attitudes Towards Blacks
touches on the problem, but as Rosenblatt notes there has
been a hesitancy to discuss some of the more pointed
questions on this matter. Conrad Nathan, the executive
director of Baltimore's Jewish Big Brother and Big Sister
League in 1980 and a participant at a Jewish forum on Black-
Jewish relations that Rosenblatt reported on for his article,
suggested at the session--which was closed to Blacks--that
the feelings of Blacks and Jews toward each other partly
stem from a8 class struggle for power in society. [56]

One college student attending UMBC (University of
Maryland, Baltimore County) in 1978 provided a noteworthy
response to the phenomenon of Jewish exploitation of Blacks
saying:

You can't put all Jews in one catagory. Jews

g;g gg;g ;lgebg;?ry?ggg else. Some are good
Looking at Black anti-Semitism and Jewish racism it is
tempting to lump all Blacks and Jews into one narrow category
or another. Recognizing this tendency, one more attitude
expressed in the newspapers, over the years under study,
requires consideration. Members of the Black and Jewish
communities have each stressed empathy for each other's
struggle. While militant voices within the Black community
have expressed resentment at';the perceived success and

acceptance of Jews by White America, other moderate voices
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have noted that Blacks and Jews are each still vulnerable and
continue to have enough in common to make working together a

useful endeavor for both.
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A Goal For Jews And Negroes

BY MILTON FRIEDMAN
WASHINGTON — ' cvmmniny

sienine will el whether
Jews il Negroes con  snll
worrk  lowctle foe wnsl pus-
LR

PRESIDENT Johnson has
made grim prediction thal
more race nols are inevitable
The Pwesident said, “we can'l
avert 117 Me explained that the
st wuild by done wilh Lhe
resources avallable, bul he did
nol  see 1hat anything could
prevent more trouble in the
cities This summer,

Reflecting the mood of the
naliun, a Jewizh backlash s
evident Hetund it lies the fear
and hate generated by last

summer’s vislencr, Aggravaling -

(actur were Lhe new manifesis
lions of Black Power anli-Sems-
tsm hughlighted by a few at
lacks on lsrael. Although the
extremist fringe espousing anli
Semilism spoke only for & tny

Iy paralyze™ the national capital
unlil “economic justice” s ren-

dered

The thinking of Rev, King is
in lerms of a mulli-billion dol-
lar erash
o assure jobs and a
annual income. Congress is
concerned olher

\ emphasized 1o
Jewish thal he

Washin Monument with
underprivileged American In-
dians, Puerto

Ricans, Mexican
Americans, Appalachian
Whites, and nonwvielent Ne-
Brocs

THE DEMONSTRATION Is
not just for one aflernoon. Lt is
a “stay-4n.” to go on until Con-
gress relents—or the troops
charge with bayoneis un
sheathed. A follower of Rev.
Kify sald the “stayin” will

segment, the emoti I re
sponse among Jews was Lre
mendous

The depth and inlensily of
the Jewish backlash can not yet
be sssessed  Jewish
tions continue in Lhe linl'nal
of nalional ‘drives for education,

programs
Yel the gap between Jews and
Negroes has widened Lo & de-
grec inconccivable in 1963
Jews then assumed a leading
role in the “March on Washing

ton™ led by the Rev. Martin-

Luther King, Jr

REV. KING in
April will return
to Washinglon
with a2 massive
campaign of non- -
no!e-u civil dis
obedience He
will bring 200
treined organi
sers from each of
15 cities, includ-
ing some that
s avowed aim is to ~peaceful-

The Baltimore Jewish
February 23, 1968

parate Lhe parlor liberals
the frecdom-fighters. This

(p.6)
(cont. on p.7)

ing serious preparslions. There
is talk of everything from
chemical warfare

(alions (o
helicopter gunships. Authorilies
fear thal the non-violent Rew
Ithc may nol be able lo control

all demonstrators. Fanslics may
trigger incidents 1o mme
the mobs. Il is e
that l.hk White House has or-
dered Laken r assure
l.lul 'm ool be-

Aninu this background—
wilh the Black Power extrem
ists yelling for the blood of
“whitey"—will the scholariy
gentlemen of Lthe American
Jewish Committee and ihe
gentle ladies of Hadassah Mind a
place for themselves?

Much has happened sinee the

Times
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Wyllic amity of Jewish-Negro
brutherhood in 1963 wnd syl
quent freedom marches. Jews
found il almost impossible 1o
identily with the sprarhead of
Negro asclivism. Fven Negreo
moderates fell by the wayside

AN INTERFAITH dialogue
still exists among responsibic
leaders and intellectuals There
are some conlacls in the nar
row conflines of the New LeN
and between Jewish and Negro
hippiez. But Jewish-Negio n.-:'n-

Jewish individuals, mean
while, eonbinue to hied  their
Talmud Turah hessons This s
scen ¢ Lhe acbions of Jewish
congressmen and @l Lhe hear-
ings ol the Presdent’s Commis-
sion on Civil Disarders

Hep, Benjamin Rosenthel,
New York Democral. held spe-
cial hearings o investigate the
practices of food siores in low-
income neighborhoods. There
were many complainis that
chain siores use their low-in-
come oullets as dumping

reflecting the wider cleavage
between the nation's white and
colored.

Rabbi Richard Mirsch,. diree-
tor of Reform Judaism's Wash.
ington Religious Action Cenler.

. Is also secrelary of Lhe Cilizens'
Crusade Against Poverly. He is
highly regarded by responsible

siriving o keep lines of com-
munication open, W keep, issues
in proper perspective.

Rabbi Hirsch, like hundreds
of other rabbis, is telling Jews
they can'l abdicale responsibil-
ity Tor social justice jusl be-
chuse & handful of Negro
cranks (SNCC) tskes a brased
stand against Israe).

In Rabbi Hirsch's view, there
are less anti-Semites among
Negroes than in the while com-
munity. This is confirmed by
Anti-Defamation League stud-
ies. The rabbi believes that the
human rights movement be-
longs to Jews as well as Ne-
groes—indeed, to all whose re-
ligion and ethics assert human
dignity. L

IF APRIL showers biring
bricks and bullets to Washing-

Erealest need

[y ds for meats and vegel
ables thal are beginning to
spoil, charging the same prices
demanded for fresh food in
{xshionable suburbs.

PROF. DAVID Caplovile, of
Columbia University's Burcau
of Applied Hescarch, leslified
before the President's Commis
sion on possible links beiween
consumer exploitation in Lhe
Negro ghetto and riots. He
talked 1o many “victimuzed by
unscrupulous merchants
bitter and resentful as & re
sult”

He described how merchants
in Harlem along Third Avenue
and 125th Streel. charge $300
for TV sets that wholesale for
$100, “This,” he sid, “is the
pricing policy prevalent in our
Ghetto areas.™

Al lrast some Jlews are
hampi of the —_
possibly far more in number
than greedy individuals of the
same faith,

Maost Jews, it would  ap-
Peur, wuni (o cooperale for
brotherluxw!  and  economic
wppeartiniies for all. The an-
swer s summer will be
Jerieeid in whether progress can
he conselidated in peace -

The Baltimore Jewish Times

February 23,
(p.7)
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watlon™ wnd & torm of *in-
manm debr reduction.”’ He
Bud rhere was grear
anger and venom' among
Negroes sgainst proprietors
of  stores thai  mell ap~
pliances, clothing, jewelry,

®tc., on credit,

The *“Blackman’s Volun-
teer Army of Liberaton"
0ots ot mince words. The
enemles of the black le
kre “‘Zioniat Jews," ac-

. dbilis disrrib=

b h:;'fn
ot egroes go lons
with such nonsense, One New
businessman tald an ex-

. e
tremist that “you don't own

'§ on this sireer but

your big mowth,™
'l-'mm “l:lmnm n
icies on the gheto m'l‘l' ’ﬁﬁ-
be reflected nadonally,

The rendency now

appears
o smempt o cool down the

riots by acceprng (he
Fremise thar Negroes can

. @ecide the fate of white bus-
“Anessmen who operate In

N}Emumh. ©

of civil rights

Jeson Stiverm They see & danger In the in-
1 h“‘hl creased of the
(p- ) h[_mu. Luther_ w0 races, report of the
:ﬂd; Christian & fommission on
the wake of the riots, Civil D volced sim-

It s ks that Jews reference w Jews, But be concern.
e dedicared open so= mnded o explain the burning On the other hand, advo-

“ “
| 2z blow net “‘explol~ cales of elementary soclal
ety based upon Inregra- 28 & Justice see merit in the Ne~
drive to rid the inner

Mr. presiden: of
the American Retall Feder-

ald
“Just ask mndlt&nn
are executives could drive

The American Israelite
April 25, 1968




A TWO-WAY. STREET

Speaking at the leadership meeting of the National
Community Relations Advisory Council in San Francisco
earlier this week, Jordan €' Band saul American Jews
cannot withdraw from posilive efforts to solve the urban
crisis “just because some Negroes are violent. or ungrateful
or anti-Semitic."”

Mr. Band. chairman of the NCRAC who spoke in
Baltimore just aboul a month ago but whose remarks at
that time were “striclly off the record™ said that Amen-
can Jews have a massive stake in the urban crisis and
should not be guided by “the attitudes of a small group of
black extremists ~

But Mr. Band should take inlo consideration the
patiern wluch has emerged during these past few years
and particularly during the past several months before he
makes such appeals. emerging pattern has been that
although in the past Negro leadership has accepted and
enjoyed the help and advice of white Civil Rights
supporiers., most recently Lhere has been a radical
change. Those who would offer such advice and help
those who were in the vanguard of trying to do something
aboul the filth and degradation of the inner<ity ghettoes.
are being told to mind their own business = .= are being
warned that this is a Negro problem and has nothing to
do with the whites . . . particularly Jewish whites'

Certainly. Negroes have every right to lead their
own campaigns, drive for their own equalities But Negro
leadership which until now has been glad 1o accept the
help and guidance of whites has suddenly shown a
complete reversal and now refuses to accepl such aid. no
maltler-how well meant

Negro leadership which has turned a deal ear 1o
those who would assist the Negro in his fight to overcome
the problems of the ghettoes, would do well to be the
group to hear Mr. Band.
> You cannol help a man who does nol want outside

p!

You cannot give aid and support to a cause if such aid
agd support is rejected.

s+ You cannot feel that you have a stake in doing
r-oq:\llting about improving conditions in the ghettoes if
such help is rejected.

, Negro causes which suffered a sel-back as a result of
lawlessness and stnfe several months ago can be im-
proved if Negro leadership does not reject the help and
support of well-meaning whites . . . Jews included . . . in a
struggle to”improve Ehetto conditions, emplovment and
equal rights. But the definite “white backlash” which
resulted from the looting and burning of a few months ago
can be blunted if Negro leadership will sit down and
calmly and sanely accept the help and guidance of right-
thinking pevple who are just as anxious as they 1o
overcome Lhe problems of the inner-city ghettoes.
~ If the Negro community and s leadership can prove
it understands the neod for such support, then we are sure
J'“:_: ‘;‘“J: e vanguard of those whe will not only
work for their cause, but do everylhing possible €
sure Lhat work shows aﬂmplmhurznt. i T

B.m <+« ILIs up 1o Negro leadership to make the first
move!

The Baltimore Jewish Times
July 5, 1968
(p-8)
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Are The Panthers Anti-Semitic?

The American Jewish Commitee charged today
that the activities and statements cof the
Black Panthers had been so consistently anti-
Zionist and anti-lsrael that it was almost
impossible to make the distinction between
that attitude and anti-Semitism.

In a report issued by Seymour Samet,
Director of its Intergroup Relations ancd
Social Action Department, the Committee noted
that ' for a variety of reasons, attacks on
Jews as Jews are no longer politically
effective in this country. In recent years
the anti-Semite has conveniently camouflaged
his purpose under a cover of anti-Zionism."

The study, prepared by Milton Ellerin,
Director of AJC's Trends Analysis Division,
includes compilations of public statements by
Panther functionaries, and editorials and news
stories in The PBlack Panther, the Party's
official publication, all of which indicate
the group’s suoport of Al Fatah and the Arab
guerillas, [sic) and opposition to lsrael and
its supporters.

The report quotes Stokely Carmichael, at
the time a high +functionary of the Black
Panther Party, as telling the annual
convention of Arab Students ([sicl at the
University of Michigan on August 31, 1948 that
“we will Fight to wipe it {(Zionism} out
wherever it exists, be it in the ghetto of the
United States or in the Middle East."

As far back as June 19467, the report shows,
Black Power [sicl printed "an obscene anti-
Semitic song entitled "Jew Land'." Since that
time Panther publications and leaders have
“consistently and vigorously supported Al
Fatah and other guerilla [sic) movements,™ the
report declares.

The Cincinnati Herald
February 21, 1970
(p.1)

(Cont. on p.5)
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The Aserican Jewish Committee stucdy cuctes
Farnther Minister of Information Eildridge

Cleaver, in @& December 1945 interview in
Algiers, as stating that "Zionists, wherever
they may be, are our enemies. We totally

support the armed struggle of the Palestinian
people against the watchdogs of imperialisr.”

The report 2150 gquotes a news estory from
the International [sicl) edition of the Heralc
Iribune, which reported on December 29, 1949
“in a story from Algiers that "Al Fatah leacer
Yassir Arafat and Eldr:idge Cleaver, an
American Black Panther leader, hugged and
izissed each other at a2 meeting with Palestine
[s:ic)] refugees here yesterday...that Cleaver
climbed the rostrum to deliver a fierce attach
on American Zionists."[sic]

Other Panther leaders who are gquoted as
supporting Arab guerillas ([sic) are David
Hilliard and Ray "Masai"” Hewitt.

The study guotes the Jan. 20, 1970 report
of CBS correspondent Richard C. Hottelet From
Algiers on an Al Fatah-Black Fanther alliance.
The Al Fatah guerilla [sic] organization, Mr.
Hottelet declared, "is d:scussing training
Black Panthers in actual combat against lsrael
te prepare them for a sabotage and
assassination campaign in the united States."”

The AJC report notes that the August 30,
1969 issue of The Black Panther charged in a
full page article headed "Zionism <{(Kosher
Nationalism)} + Imperialsim equals Fascism"
that "the Zionist fascist State of Israel is a
puppet and lackey of the imperialists and must
be smashed."*

Founded 1in 190&£. the American Jewish
Committee is this zountry’s pioneer human
relations organizat:ion. It combats bigotry.
protects the civil and religious rights of
Jews at home and abroad, and seeks improved
human relations for all people everywhere.

The Cincinnati Herald
February 21, 1970
(p.5)

—-64-



-65-

il i

i . __.__ ..n_ it _ .__w
T i
__.um:_A ._—_._._ w_ ________m. .Em._. _.“n iy

2 il _______ i :____._:____w.m.m _m_ .______

__ _._ ==
—m—.w EM._ _ __
_5_ _,_m ===.

3, i

(Continerd from Page 11
-'-t-nm

The Cincinnati Herald
February 5, 1972




-66-

m@.@:

i
mr Mm_mmm mm : “mn _.r
i ==M “_ﬁ i

mw mmm i m_m il

i
m wu:mm:m zmmz
EE
3
;
-

t of the nﬂl

m m u mM Jm._ : * mm.._
m .m .”. , m_“w .w
3 m m
m mm,,

lnd

w
5
]
2
£
&

African-American Teachers Asso

-y

il mu .nm ol il

i __.,_. . .mmw

»mum mwn.«mnm

wm HE ?m i

u =%
_hu

53Rl §
mm wmm m
mm
mi

82
I mm m“_ww

mmm
ML

M
““m“m :
i

. 1t°s mot G

m

The Baltimore Jewish Times

1972

March 17,

(p.4)



. SEPTEMBER 9, 1972

Black,.- Jewish Ties

Bavard Rostin, Ge respreted cirll  aitribotable 1o the rhetori
rights and laber Jeader, falked  peparatiots, and cthers of relat
Sraskly and blently o3 grosp of Jrws | small mombers: s dr
al T Eadessab's Sk suzual | Sears oo the port of Jews that (he
nabional ceavention abeut the | inieresis here and 4o Jaracl are pul
prowing Ureat to goe of (be nation’s | sutliciently appreciated. \
manl significant coslitions—hal o ik (hat responsitie prople
Which long bas existed ameng Hacks, v spoken to the Impartant smucs
Sews and other miseritios., '

§n & way Tha! sheuld result ia e
A s essential to-the weblare of all Jewmrring frictions belore our
"l“qibIIQ'nl further
“l' -‘Il‘hﬁll- "This political year will be
ii‘!lﬂ-  Hime but the outcome of an election
Rustin wal corvect when -hp  *d 20t be raiad mare kxpartant
declored i “Black aot Semitm jg 140 {radiional (riendebips and
e of he most rEagperated ) ika lo
wriace is many years. + Neither the biack por Jewish
—Qll"l'niw in this have
poll tahen demeestrates that blacks  progressed to the poist where either
are o snti Semitic thas are other  Sbould fevl sale 10 desert the other,
racial, ethuic of religions group.” | The clock moves farward or turns
Likewise, bo ohserved that palls beckvards as the mujority groop
Sles show Jews 1o be more receptive | Teiponds 1o the pressures of
racial lolegration tas agy other | MinorLes that demasd erery right
g the Consttution be granied every
He then acemralely sxmmed op the | Cituzen
situstion by declaring: “Whaierer We would lkr to suggest T
misimal degree of astiSemitiem  Blacks and Jexs (ace 50 Grmst from
dom exist pales by comparison 06U ene anciher Lhat compares with the
Tumeros arsas of agreement and danger they invite by Josing sight of
cooperation.™ the overmding secessity of ther

It is troe there have been some acking ogcther 2 An  ellecuve
"=eness i recrsl years, same o i1 coalition

The Baltimore Afro-American
(p.4)
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Jewish leader Hopeful
Kaplan Urges Closeness
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The Baltimore Jewish Times
May 26, 1978
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1a the Student Lann ieleviswn lounpe
one vedent al & table uf four said ~1 iRink
e artiche was true. The Jews Ranr matipe
Lted biacks overihe year A soung woman
31 the table 3ve him & cross book and said. " |
disacrer with it tatally | feel 10 3 conam
csienl. Jows bavy becn 0 the same boal &

~The Baltimore Jewish Times May 26, 1978

Lilarks wyty true =1 canl wn 1hat Jews are
-h“uuh':—u‘l:;'-g‘ :
neighbarbood 1here bave been -
morehants that pet @ kot of money oul of the mfhm!;rn_\w::
mt_ﬁﬂﬁl‘l---,m 2102 -‘-'. oo
m‘m&m&-nﬁ Mlhu'ﬂ--ﬂ-—m
e L R e
. an
li-ﬂ.-n_“' 3 4 west W01 bt an immediste 18 Uhe is-
that ~You can’t put all in soms raimed by “Blacia and Plans are
o). Sws art bt B ior for the matier 10 be taken 1o the schoo! jud:-
Kevme: -‘:"— - cial mratem when 131l semster begins. and
What g e the Bisck Studeot Union asd Jewish Siv-
sibbe ‘.“h" k-—.n- dent! Assecislion bope 10 bold joint rap
“. '.i,:‘."-'- - sesuions in order 1o continue Uhe dislogur
i o e e 10 87 Shou UM that w2s 2 resull of the article. N will be
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between the Jewish and Black
communities.

Fo= Iosiead of raising such imsues
Pariment of Heaith, Bducation
and Wellare should not mee!

oflf MM ‘rulnl‘
oul  our "m!bu"“ fonal™
made their vol-

he Baltimore Jewish Times
August 31, 1979
(p-7)
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paltimore Jewish

psychology of anti-Semitism, the way it
functions in society, and the nature of the
threst o the Jews are in certain respects

ue
Unlike ruciem. anti-Semitism dors not
necessarily involve -uath-fmlrﬁ
subjugation. Huserically, Jews
distinctive cluns and cultural patierns,
their visibiliy us represenatives or sym-
hede of muthurny fram the Harlem
sorckecpr on up the closs ladder, bui
rarely at the very topi, and their reputation
as husters, schievers, intellectuals, and
social activisis huve been the basis of anu-
Semilic atereotypes used 1o justify atlacks
on Jews Jews are simultaneously per-
ceived as insiders and outsiders, capialists
and communisia, upholders ol high ethcical
and intellectusl standards and slirewid
purveyors of poisonous subversive idens.

The common theme of these disparate
perceptions is :hn Jews have enormous
power, whether o defend established au-
thonity or o undermine iL It is this double-
edge myth of Jewish power that has made
Jews such a useful all-purpose scapegoat
for social discontent.

Just as the idealizauon of femininity is
inseparable from male reseniment of wo-
men, anti-Semiusm s two-faced. It in.
eludes admiration of Jewish achievemenis,
the idea that Jews are marally supenor,
guilt, and identification with the Jew-as-
vicum. The complementary autitudes in-
evitably follow envy. the conviction that
Jews are o powerful; a combinatun uf
special outrage und covert gloating
whenever Jews ure revealed W be, alas,
morally imperfect s check out the reaction to
any Jew judged guilty of unswintly la-
havior, from Bernard Bergman to
Menachem Begin . resenument at having (o
feel guilty nbout the Jews. it was 35 vean
ago. after all » mizture of sell-con-
gratulation and defensiveness at daring
W crilicize Jews. anger st Jews who refuse
te sct like wictims. Vanesss Redgrave
examplifies o mentality that hus Nourished
ever since 1967, when Lsrael becamwe the
prime metaphor flor the powerful Jew; she
hutes Bad Jews — Zwnists — and luves
Cvod Jrws — victinis, preferably dead s R
the power ol Jews wx emwotonal symbuls
would mean little if they were not hugely
outnumbered and w0, in reslity, poweriess
It is the combination that makes anti-
Semitism so sppealing w kill & gnat,
imagining it’s an elephant. i 1o frel power
ful wndeod

1 think people’s fovlings aboul Jews are
Iargely unconscious. that discriminutin
and outbreaks

ure oblivious to the threat of anui
und pentiles who think that Jews
are slways anu-Semites under
eins involves dark impulses
that most would rather not recognize
in with our

Times

September 14, 1979

who are sophusticated about the polities of
race and sex tend t cling W a simplustic
view of anti-Semitism e plain old dis-
crimination. punctuated frum ume to Lime
with persecution by eval lunaties — in
vither case, nathing 1o do with taem  There
umm even umong Jows,

ly anti-S WM 35 5 serious,
m wcial foree, ur W nognimng the
anti-dewish subtext in superficinlly
remwonable political argumentn. A ot of
Jewish slienution has w do with the sul-
terranean character of anti-Semitism

during which they insisted that what ynu
clearly remembered was your imagination
Eventually you would legin b gueston
vour neality: What's going on” Am | eraz -
Is she doing this W me on purpose? Hy
means of & similsr process. Jewish
“parancia” sboul ant-Semitism oflen be-
comes purunoia in facy

B lack people who scape-

goat Jews for while racism and exaggerape
Jewish power are collaborsting in a famil-
iar and scary game That black leaders
should blame Jews for Andy Young's resip-
natiun is not surprising. but the evidence
doesn't bear them out. Jews, who can add
two and two like anyone else, could not Ll
o note that Young's meeting with Zehd:
Terat wis congixtent with the noises the
administration his been making lor smm-
mantha, It s Carwer's policy Jews care ob-
out. not Young — a point Jewih spok.-
prople have wken cure w0 vmphasize 1l
Carter starts walking w the PLO. Young -
dismuvtl wor't gnin him any Jewish aup
port, il he duesn’t Young's selention
wouldnt have bist hins any

If the United States decides
to abandon Israel, do Jews
have the power to prevent

a change in policy?

Behind the furnr over Young lurss e
lerper wsuc of how relations Indween Jows
and blucks, Jews and gentilex, blacks .nd
whites affect and‘are aflected by the

Some draw

srmperialings fosr Dsrael, bk for the Fales
tiniany, as vietuns ol racsst colamialism Tt
they leavesomething impuriant out of the
picture — or cartoon — of reulity. and thas
something s anti-Semiusm 13 semanti-
cally unfortunate Lerm gince Arabs are also
Semites). Middle East poliics would be 3

i, T

(p.46)
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(Cont. on
p-47)
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November 29, 1980



s IHI i‘l ' ;i;[l,lgu W Iiﬂ BT 3% |
| [!!ll .,Fi!il I;J . ' l*il}‘iuilqi i §i1 i![l ;g
ll “Ellll Illl‘hl' ' ;'l:]ﬂﬁ'im“ %ﬂ; " i‘ .g’
l[ L i R H
I ﬂ‘;“ . i XS
ll ' ilisl ﬁll pl!i;! l' a
| m[m!m!{ 'ﬁgﬂr’ ‘l"!:.ﬂhlrﬂin 1 S
5 Ip
S i { 1 el
R
- g l:‘ !its lr' EiGEE !lg:h ii i‘!dﬂg tE'f!l i!' i

(g1-d)

-za_



-B3-

SR v 1
_ :~ R _
:__.m:_ _E m__ mw: w : “

i

m_m__ i m :m__z_m L il :_=
— “uMWu [} 3 8ty d- _

..__mﬁ. :_:: mﬁ m_ it | m:
il a_wm.s___@_: i et

1980

tak

(p.24) .

ﬂI_._

December 19,

The Baltimore Jewish Times

whnﬂ




| Religious leaders for Jesse
=t
The
1 ]
i
o
move ameny black
e ...u=‘.=='."; amun—u_g;‘!!ﬂu

The Baltimore Afro-American
March 3, 1984

l -

-84~



-85-

Jackson denies antl-

"

:.

-

The Baltimore Afro-American

March 3, 1984
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Behind the Scends In support of
Jesse Jackson
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The Baltimore Afro-American
May 5, 1984
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The Cincinnati Herald June 9, 1984
(p.4)

Across My Desw
Sy Marsorie Farrae

The An+t:-Defamat:ocn League o B 'nay B -:ith

1§ cantinuing and escalating its attact on

both Rev. Jesse Jactson and or Muslim Minister

Louis Farrakhan for remarks attributeo to them

they consider anti-Semitic. It 15 under-

standable that a Jewish organization would 5=

‘deepiy concerned that zTwo spoliesmen in the

Blact community would i1gnore the historical

reiations and suffering that both Jews and
~ Blacks thave encountered 1n this racist

society.
Howe 2r. this cantineatisn of g3
aga:nst these twe Black mer cen o-ly asc

Fesicl the Emerging probiems that neih

now E@E &anc admit are deepen:nc the

betweer them. There :s 1:%ttle doub:t th:

Jewish community have beer, frisnads of

recple wvo~ t£ne vEsrs and it hats ge=en

surzort and monev Fze emables many
crganizaticne o fight for lact
Indeed 1t wseE Jewish leade-=sh:c
that <gunceg the NAACE amp Financeg tThat
movement with Jew:ish dolisre.

But o lete €riciion has e2:xi1stsd betwEzn
the two groups and the ADL’s policy con
AfFirmative Actiorn and Reparastions has not
teer and 1s not acceptable to the morc
mil:tant Blacks across the country.

Other Ffricti:ons euist which ennance the
zhism that threatens tc become 2 full breai
o the detriment of both groups.

In their most recent newsletters the
organization insists that both Jackson and
Farrakhzn have 2 history of anti-Jewism. This
may be so. but to centinue to enhance the
croblem can orly alienate manv EBlacks whc see
both mner as heroes because they have
challenceac the White establishment, &= 1t
were, on racism ain America. And make no
mistake. racism still lives and even thouch
Blacks ano women are most affected by 1t, the
£ires of anti-Semitism in thiqhzountfv are npt
completely dead.

The statements of two Black leaders shoulc
not cause our Jewish friends to fa3ll into the
trap of classifying all Blacks as teing ant:-
this or that because of the remarks of ¢t
mer... ho matter how inflamatory. There have
been Jews whe have been anti-Elack. And ain
the beginning of Hitler's march to extinction,
there were Jewish collaborators whc embraced
his philesophy. Unless Jackson and Farrakhan
mount some sort  of national anti-Jewish
crusade., their insensitive statements should
be i1gnored.
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Coping With

Louis Farrakhan
Baltimore's Black-Jewish Coalition, the
BLEWS, feel that the controversial Black
Muslim minister ought to be allowed to have

his say at Morgan State, but they hope he
won't bring a message of hate.

The Baltimore Jewish Times

September 27, 1985
(p.30)
(Continued on next page)
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THURSDAY, MAY 14, 1087

Opinion

THE AMERICAN ISRAELITE

Black Hebrews apologize for anti-Semitism

The Bleck Hebrews "perma-  sesalon declaring, I have not
nently, unilaterally and with- comae hera lo bargain, but to
lon toss.”

and .
for all anti-Zionist, The charismalic leader of
Biacks

declares
Iilhrl-rhlmml:mtrlnm sands more In  several

Thc(ﬁzahf Edge

Jows of perpeirating genocide
against Bisck bablss, organi-
ring boycotls and anti-larme’
funding campaigns In Con-
gress, picketing and protesi-
ing &t American and larmeli
institutions throughowt the
couniry, deciaring the Holo-
caus! 1o be & fraud, and
becoming & major proliferstor
ol the Tintemational Jewish
conspliracy”™ myth.

Al the meeting with the two
Amﬂﬂn Jewish  lesaders.

sxclusive Interview. American citles ssseris that

" Asksd when the enemies of the Stals of
materials would be destroyed,  larae!
D.:n-Mml replied, “immedis-  Confronted with the fact that
tely.” he and
To prove his point, following  Amaerica had been responsible
the  interview, | for a long, viclous

mesling was amanged &l the “All my entl-Semitic and
Leomme Holel with the antidessl emarks wers not
mma’ﬁ our mal philosophy. They sre
Jerusslem _ director only rhetoric and tactics. They
Clayman and Hary Well, wane ¥ i W .
mw:l: uuma " oalting
Ammi opaned the hour long  lermsl & stale, eccusing

and Wall listened
en«lluiy 1o Ban-Ammi's pres-

Ben Ammi Carter:
“My anti-Semitic
and anti-Israel
remarks were...
only rhetoric and

The American Israelite

May 14, 1987
(p-5)

(cont. on p. 28)
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ti Herald May 23, 1987 (p.2)

(Cont. on next page)



-99_

mmnmm umn mmuu mumm

m_m m
n mmmu ¥ M mm
34 uﬂm -. mm
wwm HH ubﬁmmm_mum mmm |
Hiky :m w
. m“ mww ﬁ
% ; B
.mm_m__mwmu.m_
R

The Cincinnati Herald

1987

Hay 23!

(p.2)



=100~

CHAPTER TWO

Black and Jewish Perspectives on Israel and the Middle East

Prior to May 14, 1948--the day when David Ben-Gurion
declared Israel's statehood--few African-Americans spoke out
on the issue of Zionism, Their voices echo ambivalently
regarding the establishment of a Jewish homeland. Prompted
largely by Pan-Africanist aseirations and philo-Judaic
sentiments, men such as the versatile African statesman
Edward Wilmot Blyden, who immigrated to Liberia in 1B51 and
the prominent African-American leader W.E.B. Du Bois (1B68-
1963), who played a key role in the founding of the NAACP
(National Association for the Advancement of Colored Peorle),
were staunch advocates of the Zionist cause during the late
19th and early 20th centuries. These Black thinkers
empathized with a8 cause that they considered to be much like
their own. The success of Zionism, they reasoned, would
provide a good example for the Pan-African movement that they
espoused. [1]

Marcus Garvey, Jamaican-born Black nationalist, leader of
UNIA (Universal Negro Improvement Association), and early
20th century advocate of a Black-Americen return to Africa,
likewise favored Zionism--so long as it did not interfere
with Black nationalist interests. But when Garvey learned of
British Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain's consideration of
British Guiana as a Jewish home]aan in 1939, he was annoyed.
Garvey felt that this -territory belonged to Blacks:

consequently, any attempt at Jewish settlement there would
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have been grounds, 1in his eyes, for a Black-Jewish
confrontation. [2] The well known Black educator and founder
of Tuskegee Institute, Booker T. Washington, whose 1ife
included both subJjection to slavery 1in the pre-Civil War
South and an invitation to the White House by Theodore
Roosevelt [3], felt that Zionism was not a serious movement.
Washington believed it wiser for Jews to accommodate to the
American way of 1ife while trying to effect certain
adjustments, rather than to depart for a foreign homeland;
therefore, he could not find much sympathy for the Zionist
perspective. [4]1 Walter White, executive director of the
NAACP in 1947, helped convince Haiti and Liberia to vote for
the United Nations resolution which partitioned Palestine
between the Arabs and the Jews--but had reservations about
whether what he was doing was right. [5]

While White was not completely comfortable with Zionism
and the separatist approach it entailed, Ralph Bunche--a
Black-American who won the Nobel Peace prize for his role as
a mediator 1in the 1948-1949 Arab-Israeli war--expressed
empathy for the Zionist cause: speaking to Menachem Begin at
the time of the conflict, Bunch grasped the future Prime
Minister's hand and declared: "I can understand you, I am
also a member of a persecuted minority." [6]

In the Black press, opinions were also divided. George
Schuyler, 'a columnist whose commentary appeared in the
Pittsburgh Courier, offered praise for the Zionist model;
yet, this same individual castigated -Pa1estinian Jews for
being "Hitler-1ike" in their tactics. The Courier, though it



=102~

carried Schuyler's columns, editorialized in favor of the
Zionist cause. [7] Blacks were thus divided on the issue
(Zionism)--as indeed Jews were.

African-American reactions to the 1956 Suez War showed
that 1ittle had changed. George Schuyler was hostile; he
went so far as to suggest that the Jewish state was
established for the purpose of aggression against its Arab
neighbors. [91 In contrast to this viewpoint, the Norfolk
Journal and Guide, referring to Israel as "this little
democracy--the only one in the Middle East," expressed the
following sentiments:

when the 1ittle Zionist nation struck, it was

3 blow of desperation, for the Arabs were

mobilizing armed forces for a push against

Israel. [10]
Significantly, the AIEQ:AmeniQﬁn suggested that Israel was
merely a puppet in the attack whose strings were being
manipulated by 1imeerialistic masters--England and France,
(111 Later, Israel itself would be charged with imperialism.
an allegation that Black militants employed against the
Jewish State.

There are three major questions that readers mey wish to
address as they examine the newspaper articles that follow:
this introduction:

1. Who represents the Black and the Jewish communities
according to these newspapers?

2. What factors help to explain the perspectives held by
Blacks and Jews regarding Israel and the Middle East?

3. How significant a role do these perspectives play in
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contemporary Black-Jewish relations?
Who Speaks for Blacks and Jews?

Neither Blacks nor Jews spoke with one voice during the
years from 1967-1973, Leaders disagreed among themselves and
issued contradictory statements. For example, in an
editorial written on June 24, 1967, Roy Wilkins, & former
executive director of the NAACP and Black moderate who
believed in racial inteeration, issued a powerful call for
support of Israel's right to exist. [12] Yet, in September
of the following year, Stokely Carmichael, a Black militant
and past chairman of the SNCC, spoke out vehemently in
opposition to Israel's position in the Middle East. "We
intend to fight imperialism," he wrote. “We will fight for
Egypt." Carmichael continued, “There are many of us whc are
getting prepared and we will be come the fifth column. They
can't stop us..." [13]

By 1870, it became evident that Carmichael and the SNCC
were not alone in the Black community regarding their anti-
Zionist stances: the Black Panthers Joined in the Black
militant rejection of Israel. Eldrige Cleaver, who served as
Black Panther "Minister of Informetion" and embraced the
anti-Zionist outlook of Palestinian E1 Fatah leader Yassir
Arafat, insisted at that time that he was not anti-Semitic.
Calling Zionists ‘'imperialistic oppressors,’ He explained
that "We have to make a distinctfon bef;een Zionists and Jews

because there are young radicals who are also of Jewish
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origin." [14]

An article appearing in the Aeril 1, 1971 edition of the
Israelite noted that in contrast to the SNCC and the
Panthers, Mr. Whitney Young echoed Roy Wilkins' sentiments
with his enthusiastic report on Israeli society after
returning from a visit abroad. [15]1 Further highlighting the
ambivalent nature of Black perspectives on Israel and the
Middle East, the Congressional Black Caucus and the National
Black Political Convention disagreed, in early 1872, on their
responses to the actions of the Jewish state in the Middle
East: the Caucus stood firmly behind Israel's right to exist
and identified, as African-Americans, with the “Jewish
historical experience," while the Convention condemned Israel
for “the alleged mistreatment of Arabs in the occupied
territories.” [16]

Jews who attended the 1968 Democratic National
Convention in Chicago were also divided. Reporting on the
Convention, Jewish newspaper columnist Milton Friedman
commented that younger Jews tended to be less concerned with
Israel's fate than their elders; furthermore, he indicated
that Jleftist Jews were more accepting of Carmichael's
rhetoric than their moderate counterparts. [17]1 During the
course of a 1970 editorial for the American Israelite,
Friedman took issue with his radical co-religionists about
their tolerance of Black Panther allegiance to the
Palestinian E1 Fatah terrorist movement, He angrily
inquired, "Is 1t ‘'genocide' only wﬁéﬁ whites kill dark-

skinned peoples? Does the radical conscience accept Arab
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murder of Jews?" [18]

A shift in Jewish perspectives on Israel may have
occurred by 1972 when, in reaction to the disagreement
between the Congressional Black Caucus and the National Black
Political Convention, Rabbi Israel Miller--then president of
the American Zionist Federation--had the following to say
about Black-Jewish relations:

Israel is not negotiable to Jews, and the

sooner this fact of 1ife becomes apparent to

the black community, the sooner a real

dialogue leading to reestablishment of

friendlier black-Jewish relations will

emerge. The action taken by the 13 Black

(Caucus) [sic] Congressmen, therefore, is a step in

the right direction and augers well for

improved Black-Jewish relationships.” [19]
Rabbi Miller also encouraged the entire Black community to
support the Caucus in its position.

In a cooperative venture, the Federation of Southern
Cooperatives, an organization of Southern, Black Farmers, has
been the beneficiary of Israeli technical assistance. By
1972, the African-American organization had already sponsored
visits to Israel for 1its leaders to 1improve their
agricultural know-how. A reciprocal visit to the site of the
Federation's developmental farming eprodects in the U.S. was
also expected. [20] Despite such cooperative efforts
between African-Americans and Israelis, the following
November,. Jjust after the Yom Kippur War, a number of Blacks
in the U.S. were wondering if they would be called into
combat against Africans in a Middle Eastern conflict, [21]

The pattern of ambivalence, described thus far.
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continued from 1974-1980. Even though some Blacks were
uneasy about the possibility of having to fight an American
and Israeli war against their Arab brethren, African-American
opinion of Israel following the Yom Kippur war--according to
a survey of the nation's Black press by the American Jewish
Congress--was generally good. But there were exceptions like
the Los Angeles Herald-Dispatch, the Black Muslim movement's
Muhammed Seeaks. and the Black Panther, which were 811
virulently anti-Israel. [22]

A group of moderate Blacks Joined together in the mid-
1870s to act on their support for Israel. Organized by civil
rights Jleader Bayard Rustin, BASIC (Black Americans In
Support of Israel) was established in 1975. Included among
the grour's membership were moderate Blacks such as Roy
Wilkins, labkr leader A. Philip Randolph, Los Angeles Mayor
Tom Bradiey, and Texas Congresswoman Barbara Jordan., [23] An
open, amiable exchange of letters on the issue of Israeli
trade with South Africa also took place in 1976 between
Bayvard Rustin and Rabbi Arthur Hertzbera who was then
President of the American Jewish Congress. [24]

Commenting on this same issue in September of 1976, the
Afro-American expressed shock at the AJC eauation of Israeli
trade with South Africa to that of Black African exchange
with the Pretoria regime. Unlike the Isrseli form of barter,
the Afro-American noted, Black African trade with South
Africa did not include military hardware. [25] The same
year, other Blacks expressed opposition to the Israeli raid

on Uganda's Entebbe Airport aimed at freeing hostages, being
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held by pro-Palestinian guerrillas, from an Air France
flight. Some Blacks questioned the legitimacy of Israel’'s
entry into Ugandan territory, as a violation of the Black
nation's sovereignty. [26]

Andrew Young's resignation as U5 Permanent
Representative at the United Nations in 1979--due in part to
the controversy which arose after his meeting with the PLO
United Nations observer--elicited mixed reactions from the
Black press regarding Israel and the Middle Eastern peace
pProcess, Although the paper's own editorial opinion was
hostile to Israel and favored the ‘“darker skinned"
Palestinians and their cause, the Afro-American also provided
G. James Flemming's commentary--which in its assessment of
Ambassador Young's resignation--was more than fair to Israel
and Jewish interests. (271 Yet, this balanced approach was
not enough to prevent the Baltimore Jewish Times from
responding to what it viewed as the Afro-American's twisting
and distorting of history. [28] Nevertheless, despite the
disagreement, the Jewish JTimes still extended a call for
unity to its "colleagues" at the Afro-American in an effort
to coorerate on matters of social Justice.

Not all1 African-Americans empathized with +the PLO
(Palestine Liberation Organization). Bayard Rustin, in 1979,
rejected the idea of negotiating with the PLO--the breach of
U.S. policy which played a madjor role in Andrew Young's
departure frbm the United Nations--on the grounds that it was
morally indefensible to negotiate with terrorists. [29]1 Most

Jews, of course, agreed wWith Bayard Rustin. They refused to



-108-

deal with the PLO, considering it to be a terrorist groue.
This did not, however, rule out sitting down with Palestinian
Arabs who had no connection with the PLO. [31]

Black perspectives on Israel and the Middle East, as
reported by the newspapers under study remained ambivalent
even from 1981-1987. However, Israel was Nno longer a weak
underdog in the Black perspective. For example, the Afro-
American had the following to say about Israel's bombing of
an Iraai nuclear reactor in 1981:

Israel has the right to protect its security.

It does not have the right to take

unnecessary gambles that could well invoive

the security of its friends. In the

treacherous and explosive Mid-East there is a

responsibility that goes with being the

area's superior power. [32]
Ethel Payne, writing in her column for the Afro-American a
yvear later, was troubled by what she perceived as American
support of Israel's military advance into Lebanon; yet, in
her editorial, she was equally condemnatory of PLO terrorism.
[33] Jesse Jackson, however, issued a blanket condemnation
of the Israeli action in Lebanon. [34]

Commenting on the Sabra and Shatila massacres, not more
than a few month's after Payne's column, Congressman Gus
Savage--an African-American member of the House of
Representatives--expressed his regret over the tragedy. He
spoke out against Israeli sponsored violence in Lebanon and

what he perceived as comelicity on the part of the United

States in the Israeli war effort, [35] Bayard Rustin,

nowever, continued to promote a more favorable attitude
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toward Israel. Agreeing that the West Beirut massacres were
tragic, he was aquick to emphasize that significant portions
of the Israeli populace also condemned the brutal killings.
Rustin encouraged Americans to show respect for the Israelis
in their attempt to carry out a democratic investigation of
the incidents. [36]

A few years after the war in Lebanon had passed from
public attention, African-American writers such as John Jacob
and Manning Marable began to focus on relations between
Israel and Africa. Jacobs reported positively on Israeli
society and the Jewish state's treatment of Ethiopian Jewry
in 1985, Marable, on the other hand, had a far Jless
enthusiastic assessment of the Israeli sponsored airlift of
thousands of Ethiopian Jews to Israel in the mid-1980s. He
was also displeased over Israeli ties to South Africa. [37]

Marable's comments drew sharp criticism from Rabbi
Andrew Baker of the AJC. Baker's letter to the editor of the
Afro-American reflected a Jewish perspective that was solidly
behind Israel's response to Ethiopian Jewry. He further
defended Israel in relation to South Africa by claiming that
Marable's information was false and had been obtained from a
disreputable source. [38]

In a different vein, ambivalent relations between
African-Americans and Israel were further displayed in the
mid 1980s. On January 2C, 1986, the Israelis paid tribute to
Black Christian minister Martin - Luther King, Jr. by
celiebrating that date as Martin Luther King Day in Israel.

Black Muslim minister Louis Farrakhan, on the other hand,
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attempted to cultivate & relationship with the Black Hebrews
based on a mutual antipathy toward White Jews. Several years
earlier, in 1978, he traveled to Israel to meet Black Hebrew
leader Ben-Ami Carter and to further ties with members of the
sect living in Dimona. Significantly, in 1987--due largely
to a sharp decrease in African-American financial assistance
and the Israeli government's decision to bar them from
employment-- Ben-Ami Carter and the Black Hebrews in Israel
seem to have given up on the notion of waging an anti-
Semitic, anti-Zionist campaign to claim Israel as their own
Holy Land. However, the group's American members remained
hostile to Israel. [40]

Another anti-Israel group involving American Blacks, The
Al11-African People's Revolutionary Party, (AAPRP) coordinated
by Kwame Toure (Stokely Carmichael), advocated the violent
elimination of Zionism, during the mid-1980s. Over the past
two decades, Toure has spoken at college campuses around the
the United States. His appearance at the University of
Maryland, in the mid-1980s, was particularly damaging to the
school's Jewish student community. [411]

For their part, the AAPRP has claimed that it is not
anti-Jewish, but anti-Zionist. [42] Jews however, are
unlikely to be satisfied by these reassurances. Carmichael,
for example told Columbia University students that:

The best Zionist is a dead Zionist. There is
no such thing as the Jewish people. Zionism

must be struggled against without mercy and
without pity. [43]

The Anti-Defamation League has minimized Toure's impact on

-
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American socfety; nevertheless, it has branded him a
"provocative figure, whose activities warrant continuing
concern.," [44]

what does the evidence point to regarding the sources of
Black and Jewish perspectives on Israel and the Middle East?
Here again, as in Chapter One, we have seen that no lone
voice speaks for the entire Black or Jewish communities.
From 1967-1987, militants and moderates have declared either
their fierce opposition to the very existence of the Jewish
state or their strong support of Israel's right to take its
place among the modern family of nations. At times, various
Black friends of Israel have been troubled by the State's
actions. Indeed, ambivalence has consistently characterized
the nature of Black attitudes toward Israel and the Middle
East over the past twenty vyears. From the Jewish
perspective--with the exception of the leftists and some
Jewish youth in the late 1860s--concern for the security and

survival of Israel remained constant to the present.
Analysis

Religion has played a vital role in Black and Jewish
perspectives on Israel and the Middle East from 1967-1987.
African-American religious belief has promoted both & healthy
respect and appreciation for the Jewish state as well as
doctrine which redects the/ notiﬁﬁ:'of a White, Zionist

homeland altogether. For exéni;le. on the one hand, James S.

Tinney writes that:
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...The Pentecostal, Sanctified, or Holiness

churches along with other independent black

Protestants, doctrinally teach that the Jews

are God's chosen nation; that the present

Arab-Israeli conflict [written Just after the

Yom Kippur Warl is the result of a

disagreement between half-brothers Ismael and

Isaac in Bible days; that the war between the

two is predestined; and that those nations

which support Israel align themselves with

God and Bible prophecy. [45]
Yet, Louis Farrakhan and Ben-Ami Carter have each professed a
religious belief which views either the Black Muslims, in
Farrakhan's case, or the Black Hebrews, in Carter's case, as
"cornerstones of a new world government." [(46]

If either of these individuals and their followers could
have this vision fulfilled it would not include the existence
of a White, Jewish Israel. Since 1987, however, Ben-Ami
Carter's position on White Israel has become 1ess clear.
wWwhen Rabbi Israel Miller declared to America's Black
community, in 1972, that Israel is not negotiable to Jews,
(471 he did not specifically cite a religious perspective on
Jewish attachment to Israel; nevertheless, that a rabbi was
President of the American Zionist Federation hints at the
deep connection between the Jewish religion and Israel.

Economics cannot be ignored as a factor which has
contributed to Black perspectives on Israel and the Middle
East. African-Americans from Georgia, who were associated
with the Federation of Southern Cooperatives, in the early
1970s have appreciated Israeli assistance geared to imerove
their economic welfare. American Blacks have also approved

of Israel's efforts to assist develorping African nations at
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improving their economies. (48] Perhaps to Israel's
detriment, Andy Young admitted, in September of 1979, that
economics played a part in his decision to defy American
foreign policy and talk with PLO U.N. observer Zehdi Labib
Terzi.

Andrew Young admitted that fear of Arab economic
pressure influenced his decision to speak with Terzi. [49)]
On a more hostile note, Manning Marable and Kwame Toure's
AAPRP alleged in the mid-1980s that Israel 1is guilty of
exploiting Black Africans through her economic interests in
South Africa. Marable has stated that any kind of economic
investment on Israel's part in South Africa's Bantustans
(supposedly semi-autonomous Black territories) constitutes a
politically subversive attack on the Black, South African
fight for freedom. [50] Politically, Marable and Toure have
not been alone in their attacks on Israel and Zionism.

During the past two decades, Black militant groues such
as the SNCC, the Black Panthers, and the AAPRP have developed
political and cultural ideologies which vehemently protest
against Zionism. They have denounced Israel and Zionism as
imeerialistic, fascist, racist, and pro-slavery. [51]1 In
contrast to these attitudes held by Black militant aroupes,
Black moderates such as Whitney M. Young (past head of the
National Urban League), Roy Wilkins, (a former executive
director of the NAACP), and Bayard Rustin (founder of BASIC)
have all defended Israel on grounds of nd}jtica1 and cultural
ideology.

Young and Wilkins have both emphasized the irony in
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Black support of Arab liberation movements. These two Black
leaders have noted that the Arabs were notorious traders in
Black African flesh and terrible persecutors of Black
Sudanese. [52] Rustin has, on more than one occasion
throughout the 1970s and 1980s praised Israel's democratic
values and commitment to equal rights for its citizens. [53]
In 1979, Rustin also condemned the PLO's use of terrorist
tactics as a means to achieve their obdectives in the Middle
East. [54] Also, during the same year, Andy Young explained
Black sympathy for the Palestinian cause as stemming from the
traditional African-American support of the underdog; he felt
that if Israel should ever again wind up in that position,
she would consequently receive & gush of Black-American

backing. [55]
Significance for Black-Jewish Relations

Perhaps the dominant Jewish perspective on Black-Jewish
relations regarding Israel and the Middle East is most
clearly indicated in the following appeal to American Blacks
made by Rabbi Israel Miller in the Sering of 1972:

It is inconceivable that any real friendship

can be developed between our two peorles

until the blacks are prepared to understand

and accept our deep concern for Israel. [561]
At that time, the Black Congressional Caucus had, priop to
Miller's plea, affirmed its strong commitment to Israél's
security and survival. However, there were other Black

voices--who during that same season in 1972 at the National
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Black Political Convention--had expressed their condemnation
of Israel for its alleged wrongful dealings with Arabs in the
occupied territories. [57]

Andrew Young seems to have captured the mood of moderate
Blacks when he declared, in 1979, that it was important for
him to being able to speak his mind freely with regard to
Israel--whether he was supportive or critical. Ethel Payne
echoed this sentiment in 1982. [58] Young felt that in a
pinch, most Blacks would stand behind Israel. Regarding
Black-Jewish relations, he had the following to say:

There is an awareness that blacks and Jews

have differences but there is also a

willingness to sit down and deal with those

differences. As a matter of fact, since my

resignation there have been more meetings

between the two groups than there have

probably been in the last ten years. These

dialogues have been productive and positive.

[59]
Andrew Young, by contrast, did note that tensions had been
building between Blacks and Jews. He spoke of the
possibility of race riots--had he not resigned immediately.
Headlines in the newspapers such as: "Israeli Agents Turn
Young In" were responsible in part, noted Young, for
exacerbating Black-Jewish tensions. [601]

A pattern of ambivalence regarding Black-Jewish
relations and the Arab-Israeli conflict has continued well
into the 1980s. Manning Marable's 1986 editorial on Israel
and A?rica along with Rabbi Andrew Baker's response
illustrate the sensitive nature of Black-Jewish perspectives

regarding Israeli foreign policy. Without doubt, serious
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attention is being devoted by Blacks and Jews to this arena.
Each group has at stake, a form of national and cultural
pride. Both Blacks and Jews seek to insure freedom, pPeace,
and security for those they feel a strong connection to--
perharps through color, religion, or political ideology--in
Israel, the Middle East, and Africa. Future Black-Jewish
relations in the United States will hinge on the degree of
success which is achieved in understanding and tolerating

ambivalent points of view.
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Wilkins Speaks ¢ By Roy Wilkins
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Can't You E&ept A Black _Mun—-Or
An Arab Te Be As Human As Jews?

EY MILTON FRIEDMAN
WASHINGTON - Was there 5 special “Jewish ' rvsponse
o the evenls at the Demucratic Nauonal Convention in

Chicage”
It appears that Jows

responded hike everytwely

else—only more :o0 Many young people were troubled
but it was a 2%2.vearold Jewish student who committed
suicide in despair a3t Uolumbia Universily. Her action
indicated the degree of commutment of vouth 1o the cause

of and the new politics

problem s different [or
older Jews. They have tradi
Uonally suppurted dissent and
the outer fringes of civil hiber
ties bul are now caughl be-
tween radical lefit anarchy
and the growing right-wing
hacklash,

A consensus of Jewsh dele
gales »t Chicage indicated dis-
may over police behavior and
the management of 1he conven
uon. Included in the informal
sampling were delogates
pledged In Vicr P'resident
Humphres o« well as Melanhy
supporters. Mual Jewish eje-
witnesses fund the use of
brute forec by authorilies #x
cessive  Pruvecations were a¢
knowledged

This reparier ntervieved al
random approximately 50 hip
pies, yippies and other voung
demonsirators Aboul one-
fourth identified themselves as
Jewish., Some were mlitant in
asserting their Judaism Two
girls wore menuzzah neckluces,
2 young man displayed the Star
of David, anolber youth proudly

The Baltimore
Jewish Times
September 13,
1968

(p.5)
(Continued on

next page)

wdentified himsel! with Habon
im, the Zionist youlh organiz.
tion. They had in common one
main cause peare in Vi m
Another objective. ph n
VAFIOUS WBYS, wWas tu protest the
“hypocrisy  of the Estaplish-
ment

It was & different propesition
for Jews over 35 or 40 wha
were identified with Jewish
causes as well as the Democrat
ic Pany machine ome delegale
said 1t was (or him a7t only »
dilemma but a personal and
Jewist dilvmma

1 saw eups bwat and comse
some kuds and | gul wick.” he
said "My own daugnier
against my wishes 15 Some-
where i1 thal crewa She s
convineedd That the demonsirz
tions are essential for a befler
society and to slop the war. She
carried & sign that sad. "Uel
the trenps oul of Ssigan,
Prague. and Chicago ' She was
raised in a Hbweral Jewise home
and | enevuraged her Lo read
ahout Nau<m and our peuple.

‘Now she is for humanity and

against war. (L s very simple
for her Whal ran | say~ What
can | do*”

Apart from the grocration
gap. an ideclogical thasm
emerged. A lypical delegale
said he war intervsied in Is

Younger Jews said it looked
1o them as il lsrael wrre able
1o take care of hersell. There
were more uUrgenl problems
After Victnam. there were “ex
ploilation, police brulality, Fas-
ehulnmnmmmn:“
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nnloo clear what was to re-
place il.

At least the young knew
where they stood—for the mo
ment. They were spared Lhe
lorment sssailing middle-aged
Jews.

A selfdescribed liberal
asked: "How can ! be a consist-
ent civil libertarian when [ am
convinced that Stokely Car-
michaei is as dangerous as Sir-
han Sirhan. | don't know whal
laws apply. An agitator like
Carmichael 1s far more danger-
ous than the Klu Kiluxers and
American Nazis He must be
pul away

This cutburst wis evuked by
Carmichael’s adaress 1o an
Arab stuident convention al the
University of Michigan. De-
nouncing both America and Is.
rael, Carmichac! said he and
other Negrc militants were
ready to take up arms and die
if necessary to heip the Arabs
{ré® Palestine.

Carmichael boasted. ~“We will
become the fifth column. They
can’t stop us . _ There ure
many of us who 2-e gelling
prepared and we intend to fight

i

imperialism. We will fight for
Egvpt.”

'Jew;n of the "New T.e1” were

asked 1o comment o C armich
ael. Their repiies raneed from
disinterest lo a feviing that he
was only trying to be dramauc.
They made plain that one must
accept Black Power fanaticism
as "a phase of black emancipa-
tion just l:ke Jewish emancipa-
tion years ago in lsraei. There
was 2 lot of rhelcric an? vio
lence from Jewish nationalists
(‘ant you accepl a black man
or an Arab a%heine o human
asadew "

The Baltimore
Jewish Times
September 13, 1968
(p.5)
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By Milion Friedmas C I
opital Spotlight Huey Newron were gent fo
{Copyright JTA) (Contimsd bum Puge 1) prison by “‘Zionist’" mag-
Washington—Y oung rad- ldency of the United States istrates.
lcals who clatm the support in 1968 on the “‘Peace and In Cleaver's view, there
of Inrael is coosisgtent with Freedom Party” ticket. But was & distunction berween
defense of the Black Pan- he is perhaps best known ant-Zionism and and-Se-
thers are baving trouble ex- for the best seller, "*Soul mitsm.
laining the new Panther on lce,” which he wrote in  He alleged that Zisnists
;ﬂ with El Famah, Arab California’s Folsom State belleved in imperialistc
tErrorist movement. Prison. slavery, and in oppression.
Jewish “mﬁm On Dec. 27 an event for Black Panthers, he said,
the outcry thatalleges ‘gen- radical history books tok were not anti-Semitc:
ocide’” by the police against lace in Algiers. Cleaver '"We are just ant-imper-
Black Panther lesdership, L'.fd and ed Yasser lallsm, antl-oppression,
But no public comment cam Arafat, the leader of E] and-slavery. We have w
from the same sources about Farah. Both recelved stand- make a disunction berween
the Panther endorsement of ing ovadons from 200 dele- Zionists and Jews becausc
El Fatah. ates and observers at the there are youngradicalswho
Jewish radicals areaware {rst International Congreas are also of Jewish origin,"’
that E1 Fatah takes pride of Committees of Support A few days later, Cleaves
the murder of Israell ci- for Palestne. announced that the Black
vilians, including women and In a speech considered Panthers in the United States
children. . ;tuuvelir:odeuu for E1 fully supported the Arab
BT »» when ath, at pledged o guerrillas f Israei.
whites 'EE 'ﬂu fight until victory over the wlie twld :bﬁulg?nanms-
pecples? Does the radical Jews and rejected the con- l’?"' “*El Moujahid,"" tha:
consclence accept Arab’ cepr of a peaceful Middle “Zionists'' rried to preven:
murder of Jewa? East solutdon. He said thar Blacks from achieving Lt~
These are questions thar violence was the only way to eradon.
will bave t be answered by lberare”” Palestine, (In **Soul On Ice'* Cleaver
the pew ““Jewish radical Cleaver nded with a suggested thai sensitve
Wfﬂl'll-l‘ in the United viriolic a on ““Amer- young whites supported the
lﬂt-. ican Zionists.” He ex- csuse of colored peoples be-
The Jan. 4 issue of the pressed “‘hearty support’” Tause of & guilt complex
Black Panther mugazine for the Arabs, ariging pardy from ‘‘the
carried an edimor’s mote, According to Cleaver, slaughter of the Jews by the
“Palestine Guerrillas vs. Blacks ““can no longer allow Germans,'’
w&nm Zionists to point to the bones But Cleaver appears free
weare e  Iome of the vicdms of Nazismand of such guilt. Among the out=
lsh. Reforence was made w blind us from the piles of standing “‘heroes’ of worlc
El Famb's g s bones they are making of the emancipation he listed was
lberarion of The Palestnian {(Arab) people.”” Gamal Abdel Nasser, Pres-
Leraelt JESSy vas He denounced a number of ident of Egypt.
brasded Jews, including Arthur Gold- Al of r's ‘‘heroes
Black Pamther leader El- berg, former ambassador to and models" were “‘people
dricge is biding in the United Nations, and Dr, of color.”
llum avold a US. po- Henry K r, President Mentoned with Nasser
mmﬂ&m Nixon's 1 advisor on Wwere such men as Mao Tse-
Pancher h-u foreign ¢ Tung and Chou En=Lai.
Fician, served o CTEgver "all&ged thar -
“Minister of Information. *“Jewigh ;nuuggnam" were

i
:
2

belping - Presidemt HMizon
for, te domesic policies

|

which were “racist.” He

added that Black Panther

leaders Bobby Seale and
e American Israelite

January 8, 1970

=
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1971

April 1,
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(Cont. p.18)



As We Were Soying
(Cominsed bua Pugs 1)

UN by ewo N:netmtm
puts genocide P r
place. They dnrn“gt
250,000 black Sudanese have
been shot to death and
250,000 bave died of hunger,
The half million dead, they
.mld:ll were the result of
off policy which the
Arab-led Khartoum govern—
ment is enforcing against
4,000,000 blacks in Southern
s“u“u"' If one-eighth of the

left , the big-name
black leaders In exile In
Algeria or those taking thelr

The

leisure elsewhere in Africa,
bave been preaching the
vilest anti-Semitism.

- 8 ®

He then pointed out that
larael’s enemies inthe black
community have promised

it black Amcrican
voluntecr soldicrs would
help the Arabs againstlsrael
and notes further that he has
seen no rush of such black
relnforcements. And he con-
cluded:

““The disciples of black-
ism and their whitc syco~
phanis now are called
to become something they
have never been: consistent,

, Are they for the liberation

front in black Sudan as they
declare themselves 10 be
for the liberation front in
Vietnam? Do they oppose
the Arab-led government in
Kbartoum, or do they con-

tinue to urge Negro Ameri-
cans w belp the Arabs
exterminate Israel?

The fate of the blacks of
the Sudan and the fate of
the Berbers who also have

been victimized by Arabs
might well concern Ameri-
can blacks who protest
against lgracl--the samc
Israel which in the few years
since the state was born has
graduated 11,000 black Afri-
cans f[rom her flourishing
institutions of higher vduca-
tion,

B ie like & letier from home
wrote one of Ihe recent reciplents
of & gift-ssbecriplion W The
American Bsraclite For former
Ciscinnatians who wish w heep
in tosch wilh Uselr friends  The
taraelite makes as Mdeal gifc

American Israelite

(p.18)
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Black Convention Softens Resolution:
Condemns Israel, But Would Not Destroy It

NEW YORK (JTA)—A spokesman for the National Black
Polical Convention has confirmed 1o the JTA that a recent
meeling of ils steering committee unanimously approved
a “rectified” and “soNened’ version of a resolution adopted
in Gary, Ind. March 12 which called for the dismember-

ment of Israel.

According o Jeledl Mfuss:
Mayor Richard G of
Gary and Rep Charles C. Diggs
Jr.  (D.Mich.), i

\he revised resclulion s be had
of the oniginal which he has
called “unforiunate’ and unres

3 of
the Black Political Convention,
‘wenl along with” (ibe) revised
version (hat lsrae
for (he “forceful oorupation™ of
Arab ierritory but eliminaled

¢ of the convenlion
8 whole

Lomimes: Mmrmes|
Tggs s ooe of the L3 mem
bers of the I Black
Cavrus, which mm:l)l‘ma

the rall fur israel’s d L
menl

Neither Haicher nor Diggs
rould be reached direcily for
comment An aide (o Hatcher
told the JTA thal the Mayor
look Lhe wame critical stand on

The Baltimore Jewish
April 14, 1972

Ll nl ;W
March 21 in defense of larsel’s
exiience. three days befote the
Black ¢ anvention steering com:
mittee mei &1 Howard Univer
sity 1= Wmshingion The siate
ment. halled by Jewsh bodies
was seen a5 A repudiation of the
Gary resulution

Mrs Carvline ubeose, Digg
Sress  secrelany. agreed when
questioned by the JTA that
there was 8 “conirasl’ belween
the Black Caurus statement of
March 21 and the siecring com:
mittee resolution of March 24_
She sant e Black Congression
8 Caurws “ogrrales indepen
dentlh of the Natonal Black
Politiral t'onveniion and. inli
cated that the latter’s revised
resblulion war @ COMPromise
reached in Lhe inlerests of unity

M Dubote said it was
sdupled by & hand ole and
that she didn’t know wheih

meeting was  presided
over by Diggs. Hatcher md the
third  cochairman.  Imamu
Baraka of Newark NJ  (bhe
poel Lerol Jooes) I was m
tended by the sisle chairman
and represenislives of the Na
tional Blsck Political Conven-
Lon

A Fair Resalitian
The reveed  resilulon e

dorsed “the DAL s position eall
ing for condemnation of the ls
racli govermment for s ex
sansionist golwy  and forceful

viste the sulfering and to im
arove the position of the Pales
linun people: and flor support of
the siruggle of the Palestinign
.a;’):lws_ﬂrMMIulw 3

Iiggs voted fur it According
Y Mfuasi the revieed version
N UAANIMOW A20T0 8L
Tvge'sy office told the JTA
thal fthe wieering committes
ronvened In exeTulive session

(p.3)

called for

ter of the occupied (erTitories
and the nghts of their inhabi
taats "

The JTA learned that Wal

be subject 1o further revision
bs varous state delegates up to
April 2

Times

(Continued on next page)
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man of the Vengressional Black
Cawrus, has reiterated “strong
supgort of the Nauon of s
rarl” in inseriing the teat of the
Caurus statement i the Con
grossional Record. Ststing Lhat
the Caucus “reafMirms ila posi-
1on un the Siate of lsrsel™

racl and wsishing her eierosl
sucveas and sinenglh @ on e

sendent nation ~
He told the llouse thai “the
friendship that exsis belween
the Land of birsel add her
Young Afrwasn neighbors
murrored  in the  loag-term
briween  American

Referning to hu viul fo Is
trl-rl in May, 1967, Siokes sad
Ihat while ihere he Irarned (hal
“lszael has been able o solve

erly.” and ~1 wiinessed for my
sell the close relationshiy That
exists between bracl and the
African aeighbor. |

The Baltimore Jewish Times
April 14, 1972
(p.3)
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‘Blacks Rated On
Jewish Hostility
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February 2,
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cluded that lsraels purswl of
Lhese ideals is real and deserves

10 be protected.
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The American Israelite

1975

September 25,
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Sad Day At The UN
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Israel vs. Black Africa
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The Cincinnati Herald

1976

August28,
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he Baltimore Afro-American

SEPTEMBER 14—18, 1976

AJC's shocking excuse

it is shocking to have the

American Jewish Congress
suggest to black Americans
that Israel’s trade with racist
South Africa is no worse or no
better than that between
some black African countries,
and the white Supremacists in’
South Africa.

Israel is peddling deadly
military materials and
assistances to South Africa
along with the growing com-"
mercial trade,

Not one black African coun-
1ry that we know of is selling
South Africa military hard-
ware that can be used in the
bloody massacre taking place
there now as the minority
ruling group guns down men,

women and children who
demand nothing more than
freedom. '

It may well be that Jews in
this country cannol prevent
Israel’s bloody military
dealings with'South Africa
any more than black
Americans can control
economic trading between

other African nations and the _

Nazi-type race supremacists,

But the deep, historic ties of
kinship between blacks and
Jews in America deserve bet-
ter than the kind of painful
strains the AJC could create
with its head-in-the-sand ex-
cuse for Israel’s completely
unacceptable military
cooperation with South
Africa.
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Middle East progress

Far vears the AFRO hac
foreseen o return of at least
rinsl of the Arab territory oe-
vupied by Israel as one of Lthe
necessary. kev sleps toward
peace 1n the troubled Aliddie
Hast.

Never mind the brickbals
which have come our wav from
rome American Jews, impor-
1unt progress is being made by
Feypt and Tsrael toward a
prace which eventually will en-
tompass the entire region —
#ad which has return of mosg
“weeupied territories as 4 corner-
stune of the arrangement.

Ever since President Anwar
Sadat made his unprecedented
Feace journey th lsrael he and
I'rime Minister Menahem legin
of 1sriel have been negntiating
seriously i an effort o achieve

 peacetul settlement, -

The issues of nccopied
Ivrritories and a hume stale for
the Palestinians are among the
mayor hurdles,

Thus far. only Fyypt among
the Arab nations has moved
dramatically hward reuching a
peace settlement,

Tt also must nol be averlooked
that Sadat cannol make peace
for the other nutinns angd a set-
Hement incinding all the Middle

Fast i< the preferred posl

However, the AFROD would
not be disturbed aboul a set-
tlement involving only Egipt
and Israel. as starters as lang
A~ the wellare of uther nalions
unmil peaples and their interests
are not cnmpromised.

\ settlement by Egyvpt and
Ierael might net puarantee long
= lerm peace hut it would be a
worthwhile step in that dirce-
L,

Fxcept for Svria. none of the
ather loud protesters do much
fronthne fighting when the chips
are down Syria will thir' “wuee
ahout zoinz 1o war . st
I<rael without Egypi us a
frontlme lly.

It 1s wnderstandahle that
Sadut. Rezin, Presulent Carter
and the other international
leaders continue 1o insist
publicly that they are suppor-
ling a “cromprehensive” peace_
rither than a bilateral ane. .

Hut the value nf 4 hilateral

one is so im 0 the future
. of a camp ace that

1 xhould not be shortehunged m .
the public arena — nor should
Saraut and Regin delay reaching
a bilateral peace agreement. if
that 15 all which is possible now,
while waiting for a broader
deal.

The Baltimore Afro-American

January 7.
(p.4)

1978
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. . . THE AFRO

Efforts to ease the tension between blacks and Jews will pot
be served by the editorial in last week's issue of the Afro-
m@mwmmmvwsmmm
"Jewu.h m'.‘ notes that "Jews have been acting like
mmbmmm and as-

and expansionism.

nummmmmmuwummm,ﬁ
quite another thing to see historical facts twisted and distorted.
The historic truth is that the Palestinian question is the resulf of
the Mideast conflict — not the source. There would never have
been a Palestinian question if the Arab governments had been
ready to live at peace with Israel, if they had not gone to war to
block the UN partition resolution in 1948, and il they had not re-
peatedly waged war (o destroy the Jewish state.

It was Bayard Rustin, the prominent black civil rights leader,

g::ﬁgﬁﬂ==1huvwimnh-hntzgﬁnuhuueﬂnw
e T e s
juldr.e, buman rights and M‘:, PN A prR

The Baltimore Jewish Times
September 7, 1979
(p.6)
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September 7, 1979

The Baltimore Jewish Times

=

R IR S SR R B litii 1
i mmﬁ___ __u_.w il _________mw i { i
it i h ! Hily

g *_.___:__m__*_z__,n i o
A ) i, L

*I’
h
*
e

Tiome-s.

“.
L
-

i «mu m -_—
gy ,.E i :m_r ith _aur {5, _. m__ __ __E“

mumm mm._ u. - m :
_. :m m *m_z r _m___mm: m m_.__ .__ :. .__m

—— - —



~142-

News

EXCL“S.“ l"ﬂﬂ'l“ The Baltimore Jewish
WITH ANDREW YOUNG .-

I fir ks M Soptember 14, 1979
wme rogred.

s HERATY
Jiowmn Tmars Wi s ndent (Cont. on p.ll)

Young Indicaisd thal B wus
raell Foreign Mislster Moake
Duyun who probably had lold the
ey madia of his (Y oung's) meri-
Ing Young virws his sctions with
o regrel and considers that what

]
U‘l_h‘lml made sy sar-

Young denied Lhere was any
White House masewver Lo secretly
wie kim for the reodes-vous =1 re
ally doat think il was s sel-up” be

old me “The While House had no
ides whiai | was doing Lo fact the
President bas beve barmed The
Jrwish prople arv sagry wilk kim
because Lbey Lhink he was in,
volved The Black community i
gt because it feels Use While
House did me o, thal Dhe press-
dent should have refused W 8
repd my resignalion. 8o U White
House Gadn) profit by iL™

Hu resignation, soacihelrs.

creatad 3 commolion in the Black
u-.nn}r as well as among

4 coalition tsal has been X o 3

L] in

.:..W: ~ ey mw-ﬂhh-.- [ S ——
Unad

Tl i et commdet my BeeLng  rected B bim perponally by worid )

f‘?‘::_.w:‘ Teor e e e e s @ W?crﬂ.b_ﬁn-ﬂm-ul
T i v . BLACKS STHL but the also have that

HI .- 4 :‘l‘h"“.: SUPPORT ERARL _m’

il
:
:
i
'3
i
!
’l
!
4
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The Baltimore Jewish Times
September 14, 1979
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“1 ihunk Ihe Shebaranskys and the
Ginsburgs will be Lhe beroes of 3
Soviel buman righta movemeni
that will not only be for Jews. but
for Uve entire Soviet

Mnhm-uwmnmmq

dirtator s » saint. YVoung insisted
thal his commenls were Lken oul
of conlexl "1 never gald be was a
sainl” Young asseried “When the
muudhahuu-.luﬂl

Asked if be bad any regreis in
leaving his post Young said he
Wu:mggyu.{m

ibe Sowviet Jewish ~prucner of
conscience” with alleped
prisoners (n the United States.
~“Thals my cae regret” Young
told me ~It was never fully re-
preried, amld gawvy The M@PRsaion
thal | did mul suppurt Mrs
Scharansky in her courageous
struggle for freedom of her hus-
band It was just the oppositc |
had been trying to help her. even
duning my daysas 3 congressman
1 knew ber well and | knew of her

‘s plaght
1 had been alking 1o & French
Lefust

experience through

ihe Civil Righlts Movemenl.

through the labor movement.

where we have had our own polil.

ieal prisoners and where they are
now our heroes

“in s decade.” Young continued.

r&nmwmm
— like you condemn me — but
then perhaps in a few months
you're lisble 1o decide be is 2
waint

“Then. & headline in the New
York Times stated Young Calls
Ayalollah Saint™ | did net say
that

“Whal | do el (hougl
ihal bere is & man wilh e
weapons who overcame ane of Lhe
most powerful armies in the wor
~ Lhe Shah’s army. simply by
magses of human bodirs in I
sireet

“1 think that's & culiural and rv
pbenomenon

mtma-muwu
do think il is umportant for us to
understand the power of relipron
and cullure in that region. Bul the
fact bs we do not understand ™

“pdr purposes are different
Theirs is lo sell mmk
oy b

truth as | undersand n“e

The Baltimore Jewish Times
September 14, 1979

(p.

14)
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As We Were Saying -

Black—Jewish Rift
Harts Peace Efferts

Ey Roberi E. Segal

It you ask White House Press

~

Jody Powsil for his appraisal

Secretary
ol Ine deep, current fracture of Black-Jewish relationships, he gives
ihe politically soothing reply: “This fi sy doean't tioa

hill of beans.™

It you ask such widely known
Black leaders as Professor Ken-
neih Clark, Georgia Stale Senator
Julian Bond, Congressmen Pasr-
en Milchell and Watter Fauntroy,
anc Dt Joseph Lowery, president
of the Southern Chrislian Leader-
ship Conlerence, they will lell
you Ihat America's Black comm-
unily has declared its indepen-
gence lrom old Jewish allies.
Some of these key ligures and
oihers will underscore
smouldening reseniment pl whal

" ihey lerm Jewish “condescension

&nd arrogance.
For good measure, they will
throw in the loaded value |udg-
men! 1hai, alier all, the only ime
Jews marched with Blacks 1o
Seima and fought slongside
Blacks for the passage of civil
nghts legistation, and engaged in
joint planning 10 decreass pover-
ly,*the Jewish molivation was
exclusively sell-interest.

What happens then when you

N Conlinuea on Page ¢

The American Israelite
September 27, 1979

(p.1)

(Cont. on p.4)
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- Prize winning cartoon
This caricon by AFRO Stoff Artist Thomes Stackett, which appeared in our
October 27, 1979, edition, won second ploce aword in the annuel editorial
cortoon compaetition of National Newspapers Publishers Association.

The Baltimore Afro-American
July 5, 1980
(p-4)
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UN condemns Israel bombing
- of Iraq

The Baltimore Afro-American

June 27, 1981
(p.4)
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Jackson raps Demo’crots‘
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CHAPTER THREE

Affirmative Action and Quotas: A Common Concern

At the close of the 1960s, a cry of warning was sounded
by some Americans against what they perceived to be the
perils of preferential treatment based on race. In the
months following the Democratic National Convention in
Chicago, Dr. Abraham Duker, an influential Jewish professor,
then an administrator at Yeshiva University, cautioned
Orthodox Jews about the 'extremist attitudes' of Black power
advocates and Jews of the New Left regarding the
redistribution of educational and economic opportunity.
Duker emphasized what he saw as the potential damage--to

mainstream Jews involved in business, the professions, and

g the civil services--that would result from the substitution

of racially based education for the "merit system." [1]
Daniel Patrick Moynihan seconded Duker's fear that Jews
would be victimized by preferential treatment for African-
Americans. Moynihan, while Director of the Joint Center for
Urban Studies of M.I.T. and Harvard in 1968, attached the
label of "racialism” to what he saw as a future trend on the
part of businesses and educational institutions to favor
Blacks at the expense of Jews. [2] Robert E. Segal, a Jewish
columnist carried by Cincinnati's American Israelite,
likewise expressed his ambivalence touar&J the issue of
preferential treatment of Blacks. Commenting on Moynihan's
remarks, he agreed on the one hand with the need to fo§ter

educational and economic opportunities for Blacks; yet, like
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Duker he did not want to see Jews displaced from their hard
earned Jjobs or academic standings. Segal was uncomfortable
with an approach which called for “the introduction of
preferential aquotas to epromote Black -advancement. He
remembered that, not so many years ago, Quotas had been used
to the detriment of Jews, as tools of exclusion. [3]

Four years later, as Richard Nixon, George McGovern, and
George Wallace prepared for national campaigns, Philip E.
Hoffman, then newly elected president of the American Jewish
Committee (AJC) echoed Segal's thoughts on the pitfalls of
quotas. Hoffman emphasized that individual merit had to be
the basis on which any democratic system. attempted to
correct an uneven distribution of wealth and power. [4] Dr.
. David Sidorsky, a professor of philosophy at Colu%bia
.University in 1972, suggested, at the time, that reparations
for discrimination against certain minorities could be
achieved without quotas. He foresaw that governmental,
affirmative action initiatives would ultimately result in the
intrﬁﬁﬁfiion of a aquota system. In disapproving of
government agencies that sponsored affirmative action
programs, Sidorsky went so far as to charge them with anti-
Semitism. [51]

According to columnist Sesal, television reporter Eric
Sevareid's dismissal of Jewish Senator Abrahaﬁ’Ribicoff as a
vice presidential selection, on account of what Sevareid
perceived to be the strong place of anti-Semitism in American
life, confirmed that anti-Jewish sentiment continued .tq

hamper Jews in their quest for equal opportunity. [6] Segal

- AJ
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noted that Republicans and Democrats paid serious attention
to the issue of discrimination against minorities and women
in their election year deliberations; in contrast, he pointed
out that Jews received no special help when they were most in
need. Segal agreed with the endorsement, in 1972, by the
National Jewish Community Relations Advisory Council (NJCRAC)
of affirmative action programs which were geared to create
equal opportunity in employment and education for minorities,
and he concurred with that group's redection of preferential
quotas as a form of minority reparations. [7]

Black congressman Louis Stokes held a completely
different perspective on gquotas from that expressed by Segal
and significant members of the American Jewish leadership.
Stokes argued that the quotas which minority Americans sought
were not exclusionary. Uniike quotas which had been used
against Jews in the past, these quotas were, according to
Stokes, to be employed to create a foundation on which to
bujlgi'equa1 minority representation. (8] As a Black
political leader, he was irate about the way in which the
Republican and Democratic presidential candidates left
minority representatives out of the decision making process
when they exclusively confided their stands against gquotas to
Hoffman of the AJC. S

Commenting further on the perceived 1ﬁdust1ce to Blacks
as a minority sroup, the Baltimore Afro-American expressed
disappointment with the reactionary trend which it claimed
was under way in America. "What in heaven's name is it that

quotas supposedly have done for blacks that whites don't
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think is right?" the parer thundered in September of 1972.
[9] Blacks were at the bottom of the socio-economic 1ladder,
the Afro-American contended; moreover, the paper's editors
scolded, white Americans were callous when it came to Black
deprivation. Greed, it seemed to the Black editors at the
Afro-American, produced apathy on the part of Whites to the
plight of their Black neighbors. [10]

During the 1970s, the fight to @ain Jobs in the work
force and seats in university classrooms moved to the
forefront of Black-Jewish relations. Equal opportunities and
equal outcomes in employment and educational admissions were,
throughout the decade, central concerns of Blacks and Jews.
Significantly, it must be noted that equal opportunity does
not X necessarily oguarantee equal results. Battling
discriminatory intent in hiring or admissions may increase
the likelihood of equal opportunity; however, the elimination
of discriminatory intent in employment and admissions
practices._is not the same as filling actual slots with
minority workers and students who were previously victims of
discrimination. [111]

Two controversial court battles in the 1970s prodded all
Americans into devoting more serious attention to the failure
of past legislation to correct the uneaqual distrj?ution of
wealth and power in America. DeFunis y. Odegaard and Ihe
Regents of California y. Bakke forced Jews and Blacks,
éspecial1y. to further .define and defend the means by which
they each felt Justice would best be accomplished.

In preparation for the legal battle he planned to fight,
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Marco Defunis, Jr., a Sephardic Jew who had graduated as a
Phi Beta Kappa and Magna Cum Laude from the University of
Washington, hired lawyer Josef Diamond of Seattle to
represent him, DeFunis initiated his suit against Charles
Odegaard, then president of the University of Washington, in
an effort to gain admission to that institution’'s law school,
which prior to litigation, in 1971, had twice redjected him.

A trial court in Seattle, Washington found in favor of
Defunis' claim that he had been discriminated against because
of his race and that his Fourteenth Amendment rights of equal
protection under the law had been violated. (121
Consequently, the University of Washington--under a special
order by Justice William Douglas--was forced to admit DeFunis
tb its law school. However, the decision of the Seattle
court was appealed to the state Supreme Court, which sided
with the university. Ultimately, the case was brought to the
Supreme Court of the United States where, in 1974, it was
pronounced "moot” because Defunis had already been allowec to
enter law school. [13]

Blacks and Jews had mixed feelings regarding Defunis v.
Odegaard. Three major Jewish defense organizations, the
Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith (ADL), the American
Jewish Committee, and the American Jewish Congress, all
supported DeFunis in his stand for individual ﬁerit against
the university's policy of eroup preference based on race.
However, two significant oreganizetions, the Social Action
Commission of Reform Judaism and the National Council of

Jewish Women supported the university and its affirmative
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action admissions policy. [14] From the Black perspective,
Maryland State Senator Verda F. Welcome and Baltimore City
Councilman Clarence II. "Du" Burns sympathized with Defunis:
each Black politician expressed an aversion to “reverse
discrimination” which penalized non-minority students; vyet
Welcome also voiced her concern for minority advancement.
Congressman Parren J. Mitchell opposed Defunis' stand and
orpenly advocated a quota system to insure Black admission to
colleges and professional schools. [15]1 1In his opposition to
quotas, Clarence Mitchell, Jr., then executive director of
the NAACP (National Association for the Advancement of
Colored Peorle), made a critical distinctio; between quotas

and affirmative action, "“A quota imposes a ceiling and as a

" matter of law is illegal,"” he said. “The affirmative action

program, on the other hand, establishes a goal, and under the
decisions of the Supreme Court up to now is legal." [16]
According to Mitchell, the NAACP opposed Defunis' stand
because it threatened to block a major avenue of Black
advancement: affirmative action. [17]

University affirmative action programs and the Black
beneficiaries of such endeavors were also threatened by the
arguments on behalf of Allan Bakke against the Regents of the
University of California in the late 1870s.  Litigation for
Bakke, a thirty-four year old white engineer who was turned
down twice by the University of California at Davis' medical
school, resembled DeFunis' Jlawsuit a few years earlier:
attorneys for each plaintiff claimed that their client's 14th
Amendment rights had been violated. Both DeFunis’' and
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Bakke's lawyers argued in their separate defenses that, as
white males, their clients were victims of “reverse
discrimination" on the basis of race. [18]

Blacks responded to the charge of "reverse
discrimination" with displeasure; in general, they viewed the
accusation as further proof of an ongoing reactionary trend
amongst Americans. Roy Wilkins expressed the sentiments of
many African-Americans when, in an editorial carried by the
Baltimore Afro-American on November 12, 1977, he declared:
"Allan Bakke 1is not Just a man fighting for his
constitutional rights; he is a symbol of a conspiracy to
discard the philosophy and plan for sharing equal opportunity
with America's Black citizens." [19] ¢

| Blacks were not alone in their concern about the
implications of a victory for Bakke. A week after Wilkins
decried White America's lack of commitment to Black progress,
the Cincinnati Herald reported the following: "“seventy-nine
national civil rights organizations, including leading Black
and Jewish groups...released a Jjoint statement declaring that
although differences have arisen among them in the Bakke
case, 'we shall work together in the future, as in the past,
to secure full civil rights for all our citizens.'" [20]
Included among the signers of this significant sgatement were
the American Jewish Congress, American Jewiéﬁ Committee,
Anti-Defamation League, National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People, A. Philip Randolph Institute,
and the National Council of Negro Women. [21]

What did these groups disagree on? While the Herald
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article did not specifically address this question, it is
Tikely that the Jewish organizations again expressed their
resistance to any form of fixed, numerical quotas. Support
for this suggestion can be found in an announcement made by
Larry M. Lavinsky, chairman of the Anti-Defamation League's
(ADL) civil rights committee in 1877, that offered the
following Jewish perspective regarding the Bakke suit:

wWhat we are now witnessing on many campuses

is a new form of discrimination in which

whites in general and white males in

particular are now the victims--of the quotas

te get minorities in. This is as divisive
and morally wrong as the racism of the past. [22]

Many Blacks, on the other hand, viewed the quota system as a
vital. tool in the battle against educational and economic‘
discr%mination.

College admissions offices were not the only breeding
grounds for litigation over affirmative action programs and
charges of “reverse discrimination,” Litigation pitting
Brian Weber against Kaiser Aluminum and Chemical Co., in
1979, drew attention to a conflict of values in the American
workplace: the lawsuit brought by Weber forced the Supreme
Court to Jjudge whether Job seniority or affirmative action
held higher priority as grounds for offering pPromotion.
Weber claimed his seniority was overlooked because ‘a racial
quota was used in the selection of "candidates to train
employees for upgrading." The Court, however, ruled against
him, [23]

Some Jews, as well as the ADL, voiced dismay at the

Supreme Court's decision in favor of Kaiser. They feared the
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re-introduction of quotas into the workplace. [24] Others,
like Robert E. Segal, took heart from the ruline, and
emphasized the obligation of the madority in America to
foster the advancement of underprivileged minorities. Still,
even supporters of affirmative action, like Segal, oppoOsed
quotas. [25]

For the most part, African-Americans were comfortable with
whatever methods would gain them equal opportunity and equal
representation in competitive areas 1like education and
employment; consequently, they were pleased with the Court's
decision against Weber. At the outset of the 1980s Blacks
hoped that future rulings would continue to favor_ affirmative
action. [261 Therefore, despite her 1982 declaration that
thpse who benefit most from preferential treatment involving
the use of quotas have been, and continue to be, white males,
Afro-American columnist Ethel Payne admitted, "Even I who
have been more fortunate than the woman head of a household
struggling to hold her family together, have wished many
times that there were some quotas or goals that would have
allowed me to have more access to equal opportunity." [27]

By the mid 1980s, three views on the subject of
affirmative action and quotas had crystalized. (1) Blacks
generally favored inclusive, racial quotas to effect equality
in education, employment, and all other aspects’/of domestic
life as a form of reparation for past injustices perpetrated
against them by White America; they supported affirmative
action programs with the same end goal in mind. [28] (2)

Others, mostly White, soreed with John Bunzel, a Senior
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Research Fellow at Stanford University's Hoover Institution,
who suggested to the ADL late in 1983 that:

...There should be less, not more of an

emphasis on race in the political

process...and society would benefit if race

were gradually to become a less salient

factor [in the political processl. To

reinforce the emphasis on race will create

perpetuate a special favored status for

members of certain groups. This worry comes

from my belief that people should be treated

as individuals and should not receive special

benefits or burdens because of their race.

[29)
(3) Finally, there were Jews who consistently opposed fixed,
numerical quotas but faithfully supported affirmative action
programs designed to improve the elight of -underprivileged
minorities by providing equal opportunity in education,

>

, employment, and all walks of American life. [30]
Contributing Factors

Religious stereotypes, while peripheral to Black and
Jewish perspectives on affirmative action and quotas, cannot
be ignored altogether. Thus, Dr. Abraham Duker characterized
the Episcoral Church's donation to the Ocean Hill-Brownsville
School District in New York City at the close of the 1960s--
which at the time uaé the center cf a strugole between the
Black community and the largely, Jewish teachers union over
community control of the schools--as "a case of Christians
throwing Jews to the Panthers." (The Panthers were an
allegedly anti-Seﬁitic, Black militant organization.) D;ker

was apparently upset by what he saw as a link between a
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Christian church and Blacks who sought to advance at the
expense of Jewish teachers. He feared that collusion between
Blacks and White Christians would touch off a wave of
scarpegoating using Jews as the victims. [311]

On the other hand, positive Jewish stereotypes also
appeared, For example, Dore Schary, a Jewish playwright-
producer and honorary chairman of the Anti-Defamation League
(ADL) declared in 1974, at an ADL meeting at which the toric
of educational and economic discrimination was addressed,
that it was "a Jewish ethical imperative" to fight racism.
[32] Three years later, Mardorie Parham, an influential
Black editor at the Cincinnati Herald, urged that Blacks and
Jews not forget their common bonds. She suggested in
December of 1977 that the quest for religious freedom which
Channukah symbolizes was one of the ties that unite B{écks.
whites, Christians, and Jews. [33)

Evidence from the four newspapers under study suggests
that politics has played a more significant and direct role
than religion in Black and Jewish approaches to affirmative
action and quotas. DeFunis v. Odegaard, Ihe Regents of the
University of California y. Bakke, and MWeber y. Kaiser
Aluminum and Chemical Co., were lawsuits, during the 1970s,
which increased Black and Jewish awareness about the
unrectified imbalances in America regarding equal opportunity
in education and employment practices. Phdeéhte Blacks and
Jews had witnessed, during the past fifteen years,
presidential campaigns and Supreme Court battles over

affirmative action which allowed for an evolution in pubﬁic
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thinking on the matter. By the mid-1980s, it appeared as
though both groups were satisfied with the legislative trend
that prohibited reverse discrimination against Whites and
also recognized that past patterns of minority exciusion
could no longer be tolerated. [34]

Why did Blacks and Jews disagree over affirmative action
and quotas? Jews, were traditionally wary of quotas, which
they viewed as tools designed to exclude them from
educational institutions and the Jjob market. Although they
were accepted as Whites and received the privileges of this
status, Jews were constantly on guard against any
infringement upon their hard won civil rights. By contrast,
Blacks in the 1980s saw quotas as an appealing means of
attaining equal rights and representation. Since Blacks and
Jews increasingly began to compete for the same educational
and employment opportunities, which were limited in number,
competitive tensions between the two grours swelled.

Kenyan Burke, in an interesting piece which was carried
by the Cincinnati Herald, suggested that the media plaved a
role i;- shaping American perspectives on Black-Jewish
relations in the late 1960s and early 1970s. He argued that
relations between Blacks and Jews were treated in a manner
that emphasized hostilities between the two eroups. (351 In
rerporting on affirmative action and quotas, it 1§ also likely
that the media by way of semantics has tended ib exacerbate
Black and Jewish tensions. For example, on February 1, 1975,
the Cincinnati Herald ran a front page headline which

shouted: "Jewish Group Supports Quotas." A careful reading
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of the article which followed this claim reveals that the
group in question, the American Jewish Congress, “vigorously
opposed racial quotas." What the American Jewish Congress
had supported was "numerical measurement" designed to assess

the progress of school integration programs. [36]
Significance for Black-Jewish Relations

For the past twenty years, Jewish opposition, and Black
receptivity, to preferential quotas for minorities, in areas
such as education and employment, have significantly
contributed to the ambivalent nature of Black-Jewish
relations. (Cincinnati Herald editor MacJjorie Parham wrote in
the Sering of 1974 that although she felt Blacks would be
alienated by Jewish redection of quotas, it was nedérthe1ess
beneficial for both groups to continue to engage in dialosue
on common goals. [37] Dr. Alvin Poussaint, an associate
professor of psychiatry at Harvard Medical Schoo] in the mid-
1970s, said then that when minorities come into conflict with
each -other over certain principles, "the difference [of
orinion]l must not be allowed to Jeorpardize long-standing
agreements about other things...we must not destroy the
potential for oreater coalitions, needed now more than ever
in this time of moral decay." [38] Poussaint's perspective
was indicative of that held by many moderates’throughout the
1970s. Even after the Bakke 1lawsuit which threatened
affirmative action erograms all over the country, Black

moderates continuéd to call for dialogue with their Jeu}sh
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counterparts. [39]

Jews also called for continued communication with Blacks
during the 1970s. For example, Ronald Shaepiro, an attorney
and teacher of law in Maryland wrote a special column for the
Baltimore Jewish Iimes in which he urged that Jews explain
their aversion to quotas as weil as continue their
contributions to civil rights advances. Sharpiro stressed
that the Black-Jewish coalition was healthy for American
society and that divisiveness had to be prevented. [40]

Yet, some Blacks felt very uncomfortable with certain of
their Jewish counterparts in the early 1980s. Columnist
Ethel Payne, 1in 1982, voiced her discontent with Hyman
Bookbinder who was then Washington representative of fhe
American Jewish Committee (AJC). Payne resented what she
called Bookbinder's assertion that where quotas were used
wWwhite males were, as a result, eliminated from the selection
process. She also expressed the view that Blacks were 10sing
cld allies and had to seek new alternatives to advance their
causes. However, although Payne seemed to imply it, she did
not sepecifically say that these unfaithful allies were
Jewish. [41]

On the other hand, Black newspaper editor Marjorie Parham
persisteq in her dedication to the beligf that "friends can
disagree-on fundamental issues and still be friends." [42]
This perspective appeared to predominate in the mid-1980s
among both Jewish and Black moderates. [43] Of course, it
must be pointed out that there were issues which Blacks and

Jews were able to agree on in the mid-1980s. Cincinnati's
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Herald offered evidence for this observation in its 1986
report of Hyman Bookbinder's "ringing *© support" for
affirmative action programs "as the way to prepare ‘'every
American for full participation in our society.'" [44]
Still, the issues of affirmative action and preferential
quotas have contributed greatly to the ambivalence which has
been so much a part of Black-Jewish relations over the past

twenty years.




"Extremist Attitwdes’’ of Black Power
Militants Aid Wallace and Imperil Job,

Business Status of Jews, Speaker Says

The “‘extremist artitudes’”
of black power militants in
with those of the New
could result in the eco~
nomic displacement of less
affluent Jews, forcing them
o seek jobs and businesses
outside the large cides.
That view was outlined by
Dr. Abraham Duker, pro=
fessor of history and social
insdrurdons and director of
libraries, Yeshiva Univer-

d -

Ze spoke Monday evening,
Oct. 21, ar the 25th conven-
don of the alumni of Rabbi
Issac Elchanan Theological
Seminary, an affiliate, in
Monsey, N, Y.

Dr. Duker sald the
““haragsment, (erro;
agitation. and extremist
propaganda’ of the militant

8 may find Jewish

teac civil servants and of

prdmipnnc pushed out of

their jobs through abandon-
ment of the merit system
and the substtution of state
and municipal-supported
ethnic or racial schools for
the common core culure
public schools.

He wamned this ma{ be
done through quasi-legal
means, exercised by local,
state and federal government

agencies and with the ap-
proval of “‘respectable ele=~
ments"’ of white sociery.
“'I'Ms‘muy be only the be-
ginning,"" he cautioned. “’It
also carries with it the con-
notation of second class cit-
fzenship.”’
Commenting on the
announcement of a financial
- to the Ocezn Hill-
h;omﬂéle School gutrlct
Dr. Duker called it ‘‘a case
Christians throwing Jews

(Centizned sa Page 4)

he American Israelite

—_—

October 24, 1968

(p-1)

(cont. on p.4)
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**Extremi st Attitudes’
(Comtimed bowm Page ()
w© the Panthers."”
Stating that as in other

stores
have des " he
“‘and hout the
country there will be a need
for and redirect-
Log Jews in busg-
iness, professions and the
l services,
The organized Jewish
community,” he added,
may also have to revive

which attempted to distri
AT s
urban centers
early In the A
Dr, Duker warned that ex~
remist anti-Jewish ‘E -
tion, such as that 3,4
within the New Yo 1
school dispute, could Innell
<. riot againgt Americia

Jews unless Immediare

acton s taken,
“*W hat is needed is anim=
mediate candid exposure of
problem,’” Dr, Duker
“and the discourage=

L
cally and re y mixed
pu’nnwud in controlling
the sl

tuation,
At the moment, Dr, Duker
sald, no bohest els

the atruggle for civil
&t: was ]lsdl':x‘u had

lvrnng.rnlnmt
the militants caused 2
y of the races.
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Ay We Were Saying

Moyniban Hurls A Bolt: Quotas Are Back with Us-by Robert E. Segal

A few months sgo, Danlel
Pairick Moynihan one of
his disturbing think-pleces
m&llm by The Atlantc,

and
“raclallsm’, Professor
Moynihan sald out loud what
many more iimid people have
been mumbling for some
tume, Le., ""If ethnic quotas
are to be imposed on Amer-
lcan universites and simi-
larly quasl c inetim-
tons, li s Jews who will be
almost driven out,”

Asn often whenDr,
Moynihan intellectual
bricks out of lvied walls and
any other walle, have 1o
epend conalderable time
rh:klr‘ up pleces, Let's try,
or the lasue is Imporiant.

First, a word aboutMoyni~
han, Currently, Director of
the Jolnt Center for Urban
Studies of M.L.T. and Har-
vard, he wshook 1he black
world In 1965 with his pene-
trating and much-criticized
study of the Negro tamily in
America,

More recently, along with
Nathan Glazer, he provided
fascinating Insights into the

feleson el

lan ethnic etrains in Amer-
fcan Ufe In ""Beyond The
Melting Porc'’.

In earller days, he has had
a dietingulshed career as as-
alawant secretary of labor,
His political wilsdom

maiches his Intelleciual
acumen.
In his Auandc

uomnn" reminda us that
uclmi .:“lth its loglc of
L an old story In America:

““There Ia a stroak of the
racist virus in the Amgrican
bloodatream, a&nd has been
since the firet white encoun=
ser with the ‘red’ Indlana,
But It ls now adiatinctly mi=
nority positon,**

The professor Inelato that
it 18 not racism, but raclal-
lam, that we must now note
more carefully: *'There Is
nothing mystical about rac-

taltsh; it s simply amater No self-reapecting
of cm:s group pr:x liking ward-lookl American
another group of evidently wants to back blacks.

LT
antagonistic yzt.eruu. o Yot na ot

His further thesis ls that an end to the blockades set
as. our clues become up against blacks job-bunt=
ulated :lndnn and more
blacks A8 accompan
decentralizadon of -J:a
and other governmental units  us,
sot in, there will be an ever
Increasing tendency 1o em~ ralsed

raclalismi marks and of

od and stung

the American be on American uni=
“Jows will be al-
lpu-'-,.cm m;lu driven out. ]
edical schools o rejecti & o adda:
bt that a third of the “"This would be & mis-
s In Septemiber’s fortune to them, but &
tirst-year classes be re- aster to the nadon, A
served for Negroes, ““The v fear that
of & quota system, & W of anti-Sem|usm
even for a totally laudable many of these demands. He
objective’ is nssalled ss sees Jews today as *‘eapec-
baneful to the r;hjocun of lally &wammlttz
total ration, or y
Tl’l:::a'ﬂlﬂ\l are which would easlly make an
hoisted on & Ucklisheubject. (msue of ** ‘overrepresen~

and for= tation’,”

The fair minded among us Nu:luly

community fo!

questiona the im
m'“nb:u m.m::.dmnmﬂlm

conf!

the
tion of the

Jews with a
membrance

duca
E&.““**%Eﬂhuuuc-un

the business of prepar
r

1968

December 19,

(p.1)
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A Place for Firmness
In this column in the lsaue of May ll,thereappel.red
an edirorial endtled “‘Quotas--and Racism in Reverse,”
It bad to do with & significant presidential address by
Philip E, Hoffman of the American Jewish Commirtee
to the threat now posed by quotas and otber forms
“nnrle discrimination'’ that favors people salely on the
basis of sex, race or natonal origin——instead of on

The lssue  is an important one and it is basic Ih ¥
democracy.

In an address ulh:ﬂmeumnl&“imudmbon
David Sidorsky, professor of philosopby ar Columbia,
-mﬂ&unmmumummm-nu-

as contrasted with the historical tredd of
previous years,

“Today, hnﬂ."uhpeﬂecdylunﬂwmn

with anti publicly,”
He deplored efforms. at aftirmative action by govern-
mental agencles as a not-go-subtle device w Institute

and
thar . Jews bave 8 a result
Jews, be said, bave lirtle or no wvolce.in local
mm urban renewal boards in
ew York., He. mdn.t the practcal reason for
founding such  was the desire toprovide
fou thit had bostilities soclery to went
havin j-eucia Roaiilition, cothd Do efiScrivedy &2
:&:nnuu des, be ex-
from such boards,

it scems to us that the disgraceful, =time de-
privatons vmudb’loduywmmhn:ﬂry

:Ehh; &ux meﬁ agencies as & med.lm

The American Israelite
May 18, 1972

(p.4)
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AsWeWere Saying

O Ethalc Qeetes

by Robent L. Segsl
This is the tme of year
when National Jewish
Communiry Reladons Ad-

(Contioued oa Puge 17}
The American Israelite
August 3, 1972
(p.1)
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Stokes Attacks Nixon, McGovern
Stand Against Quota System

WASHINGTON (JTA)—Rep. Louis Stokes (D.0.), a

leading spokesman in the Con lonal Black Caucus and
a lop figure al the National Black Political Convention in I, $eems high-handed a1 best
Gary, Ind., sharply denounced President Nixon and his fod, it 81 worst Ihai (hese
Demaocratic Mﬁu Sen. George McGovern (S.D.), this stae thar mains o 20 10
week for Lheir ges lo oppose quotas in federal pro- the election in 1972. minonity
grams for equal L Americans  will have fewer
Slokes alio wsssiled the yern  and  Hoffmani have KUAFaRIEes of the rignts of equal

pledges from the Presidential Lpi0 o ndoubled The views expressed by Ni
candidates “in return for Jew- We'Ce ot of ins mutu) accord 28 e

and
port for the meril system. Slokes  hired proportionste part
said in his letter that he found uhrm‘lwm::n:‘lh
it “distressing Indeed thal  pouistion

The Baltimore Jewish Times
September 8, 1972
(p.8)
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Quotas And Racism

All the bull crap you hear sow
quotas these days come from whiles
who are so blinded by their own self-
deluding propaganda that they
somehow have the gall to suggest that
blacks are doing betler than mem-
bers of the majority race.

Like Rep. Louis Stokes, D-Ohio,
chairman of the Congressional Black
Caucus, we are shocked 1o see our
Jewish (riends and allies in the fight
for racial and religious fair play,

peddling the assinine myth about

quolas giving undeserved op-
portunities to blacks and other

Here again is a clear example of
how the majority group, for whatever
reason it chooses, can ignore all
existing facts and figures regarding
citizenship rights of a minanty group,
and say or do whatever it wanls with
impugrity.

This is part of » turning back of the
clock that has beer growing scrocs-
the country the past few years. White
House leadership that has been
eroding the civil rights posture of the
natioz, especially in the school
desegregation arca. also has been
forefront in the anii-quota hysterics.

Try taking any of the meaningful
figures from the Census Report or
other reliable sources and show how
quotas have put black people on easy
street in America (o the disadvantage
of whiles.

Almost two-thurds of the eountry’'s
biack families live st or below Lhe

poverty level. Whites pre much belter
¢!f The black unemployment rate 1
nearly double that of whiles. A much
hugher ratio of blacks survive oo
welfare checks than do whites.
Blacks live in the worst ghettos,
have relatively few of Lhe high paving
jobs in or out of government, have

"most of the menial jobs, are on the

short end of the educational guage,
hold relatively few political positions,
get the worst bealth care, eic.

What in heavens name is il that
quolas supposedly have done for
blacks that whites doo't think is
nght?

We have the answr, but it is 5o un-
American and steeped in the kand of
racism we hoped the mation was
walking away from that we find it
tough o concede,

The bitter truth we must face is
that while Americans want more
than their rightful share of the good
things the nation has 10 offer and they
don't give a damn how many blacks
are in poverty as long as they and
tbeir (amilies live good.

They see in quolas one means of
blacks getting & better share of lhe
jobs and other opportunilies
available and they don't want them.

When quola becomes a nasty word,
part of & national party's List of “anti-
s and an issue in & presidential
ampign (me of the racist code
words), then the most optimistic
black man in America understands
that he is in deep trouble.

The Baltimore Afro-American
September 16, 1972

(p.4)
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The Question
Of Quotas

The Cincinnati Herald
September 16, 1972
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Racism and Quotas

The Anti-Defamation e of B'nai B'rith has again
performed a significant service in the field of civil rights,
in a sharp artack on a chilling piece of reverse racism
and application of the quota system, -

The organizadon involved is the National Education
Association, The specific object of ADL's unhappiness
is to be found in the NEA's new constitution and by=laws
-~characterized by the ADL as “"unlawful, undemocratic
and racist,”

Lawrence Peirez, ADL civil rights chairman, promised
that the ADL “‘will take steps to challenge the legality
of provisions in the NEA rules which mandate quotas
and preferential treatment for certain minorities is the
selection of officers and lay leadership and in NEA srtaff
employment.”

He complained that the new constitution specifically
designates as ethnic minorities Blacks, Mexican-Ameri-
cans, other Spanish-speaking groups, Asian-Americans
and Indians. ¢

The NEA authorizes those minorities alone to nomin-

- ate minority candidates for the board and executive com-
mittee; it requires that there be a minimum of
ethnic minority representation on the NEA board, ex-
ecutive committee and all other comminees; and dele-
gates to the nadonal representative assembly from state
and local affiliates be 310:::&! on the basis of the ethnic
rdne:‘rg:i:y percentage of the populaton or be denied cre-

Mr, Peirez added that the NEA, in a misguided attempt
0 assist minorites, "‘has codified, stratified and per-
‘petuated discriminadon, and, at the same time, has
violated Title 6 of the Givil ﬁlghu Act, which explicitly
forbids such pracrices.” ]

The néw NEA constitution and by-laws deny members
the right and responsibility to choose the best qualified
leadership and staff sonnel without regard to ethnic
or racial background, Mr, Peirez observed.

The American Israelite
January 31, 1974

(p.4)
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in American life. “There wasn't
one single seat this year in an
American Bar  Association

As for Jewish concern over
quotas, Katz did not see ‘‘the
reipstitution of quotas here as
that used aunm Jews through-
out the centuries.” = 1

“] don't see those molivations
here as in past limes. The
matier is more complicated.
1 don't see what is happening
here as 3 quota system. 1 don't
see Jews as being singled out,
but as being pul in the same
position as all non-blacks. This
is not the same ‘as the quola
syslem we're used to where
Jews were singled out.”

-

Bm whatever position

is laken on the DeFunis case,
both the issue acknowl-
edge the difficulties being raised
and the fine line being mentally
walked. Both black and Jewish
ofsnjn seem  divided

accompanying  stories).
Kltz called it “sn exiremely
difficult problem.”  Justin

David S. Goldstein, in the

more Hebrew Congregation
Bulletin, wrote aboul the issue
“We are on the horns of a di-
lemma.”

What is also posing a real
problem are the various impli-
cations of whatever the Supreme
Court rules in the DeFunis
case, for a favorable ruling for
DeFunis, it is being said, would
cause havoc with the govern.
ment's efforts to eradicate
discrimination in housing, labor
unions, corporations, and a host
of other fields. Even opportun.
ities for women could be affect-
ed, some observors point oul.

The other part of the difMicul-
ty presented by the DeFunis
case is that, as one Juslice
Department lawyer remarked,
the case “represents the colli-
sion of two cherished liberal
beliefs: Do everything to make
il up to the blacks for being
kicked around and judge every-
one strictly on his own merils.
This time vou can’t have both."

And what aboul the simple,
but profound judicial concept
of justice? As Rabbi Goldstein
wrole, “The sotiety we must
build can only be established
on the cherished principles of
equality, brotherhood, oppor-
tunity and justice. But justice
may nol be served when men
and women of sbility and capac-

Continved on poge 28

The Baltimore Jewish Times
March 29, 1974
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He will not grant inter
views le will not give out
any pictures. His name s on
the lips of most lawyers and
law schoul today and -
creasingly inhe newspapers.,
and ver all he wants tn do
now 1= cuncenirale on his
studees and fineh law schonl
in June

The is how Seatlle lawrer
Josel Ihamund describes the
present situation of his chent,
whu ts currently 30 the center
ol a legal storm now sweep:
ing Amerwa,

In a (ranscontinenial ieh
pqnc interview  with  the
Baltimore** Jewish  Times.
Jasel Diamond. who s with
the Washington stale  law
firm of Licett, thamond and
Svivester.  provided some
detals about whal must of
lhe news media have owi
looked—Marco  DeFunis, Jr.
the person

Marcu eFumis, nim
tweniyvdwy sears of age, &=
& Jew of Sephardic descont
lle was born and rased in
Secattle.  Washwgton s
parents  are  nuddieclass
working people who haw
lived in Seattle for over NNy
vears, llis father i @ sales
man ina furniture slore

IeFuns was an  honor
student in b public high
tchool and an honor student
& an undergraduale al the
University ~ of Washingiun
To put himsell  through
undergraduate  schoul™ amd
law school, he has worked
summers  lsught  Sunday
School at his symagogue. and
worked for 1he 1'arks Depart.
ment of the Cily of Scatlle
His wife works as a dental
sukistanl. Married for twu

Center Of The Storm:
Marco DeFunis, Jr.

Cum Laude graduate of the
Unwersity  of  Washingion
he applied o and was re.
Jecied hy the uninersitys law
sehonl,

Ihurlg the schoul sear of
197071, IeFunis wen! (o
graduale school 18 prepars-
twon for apply ing again to law
schoul the following vear. Lie
made 26 quaners of straight
A% and ovne B in graduate
schuool, but in 1971 was again
nol admitted W law sehil,
Mothis Ume. b went
Jusef 1 hamonid

“When | took the case |
didn’t esen know  he wa®
Jewinh,” saiil IMainend. him.
=il & Jew “Bul we never
made 3 religlous 1ssue of this
and  intentionally  staved
away fruni i1 As far as | was
concernetd when | look the
case, this was o voung siu.
dent who | fell was entitled
to get inte law school but
wasn'l bewng admitied and
Iwanted,lo know why.”

In one of thuse ronies of
hstory, DeFunes will finally
rraduaty  from law  school
this June by the time hos
thriseyvear case a5 resoloed
by the  Unied  States
Suprenme Court (he was ad-
miled under a special order
from Justice Wiltiam houglas
after the lower courl ine
Washington first ruled in
eFunis’s favor) According
1o his lawyer, DeFunis will
finsh  “somewhere  near
the misddle of hes vlass ™

leFunt has cxperienced
oo anti-Semilem  over the
cas¢ or in his law school
classes, said Ihnamond. —All(]
the sludents know who he is,
and he s singhed vutl a lintke
when he reciles, bul na wne
has given him irouble. Some
professors have been guite
helpful, bul he has kept o
bimsell and minded his own

WS swecping

hasincss lle has a tough road
to go with all this publicity
and with his need to work
his way through school.
That's why he will not grant
inlerviews ar give oul any
pictures. Il has  nothing
1o gain by it. lic hax & tough
law school (o finish and he
just wants (o compleic it
and become a lawyer.”

The;Baltimore Jewish Times
* March 29, 1974
(p.9)
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’lbday’s Civil-

Continved from poge ®  pnow being ;
ity are made the gacrificial eral Department of Health,
lambs 1o expiate the guilt of a Educalion and Wellare 10
nstion The Torah warns us that comply more fully with (hat
justice can be perveried out court ruling. The very exis
of » natural sympathy for the lence of affirmative sction
underprivileged.” . programs and Lhe need for law

ﬂuﬂluchuthuluﬂldﬁrlﬂH¢HEUWGlﬂﬂ

crimination the way o accom-
plish change? The troubling as-
pect is thal many pul people
are questioning the rightness
of the afMirmative action solu-
tion and the reverse discrim
ination policy of a University nr
Washinglon. For in the rush to
do something Tight, are other
wrongs being done' Cerain
realities, for instance, are ob-
viously being overlooked: What
are reverse quolas going o do
to the quality of the law profes-
sion In America® Will minority
groups Lhemselves be gelting

Lthe best lawyers Lo serve lhir

needs’ Will  truly

lmpllnum for Jews—who
constitute but 3% of the popu-
lation—in nol being considered
& minority in this country?

These are some of the ques.
lions that may be resolved by
the Supreme Coun decision
due within the next (w0 months
Or they may be issues only in-
flamed and worsened by Lhal
decision.

In either instance, one of
America’s landmark civil
rights cases will undoubled!s
prove (o be a Jewish student's
battle to get 3 law schuol educa
tion. He has, as has this nation.
already gollen quite an edu-
cation oul of just one case—
DeFunis v. N

The Baltimore Jewish Times

March 29, 1974

(p.28)
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he American

Israelite

November 2B, 1974
(p-4)

Allience Jospardtzed Betweon Blacks, Jews, Sey Speskens

" YORK CITY(SPL)-- A
Harvard psychistrist who was
rased in Harlem and 2 play-
snghl.producer who was brought
up la the Jewash ghetw of New-
ark armved at the same con-
clugion o 3 forum oo ‘*Black-
Jewish Relations''--the fate of
blacks ard Jews is still ioter-

s,

Al the same session, Benjsmin
R Epstein, ADL national direc-
tor, presenied the agency's Torch
of Liberty Award postbumously to
Jobn A. Morsell, former assis-

-
tor of the NAACP, delivered a
tribute to Dr. Morsell: Mrs.

belp each other, not Aght each
other.""

He wok sharp lssue, however,
with ADL's stand against pre-
ferential treatment and quotas.

Declaring thal *‘more than the
legal barmers s
eeded’’ AEsure the entry of
blacks the mainsiream of
society, be said blacks are sull
segregated In schools, partic-
ularly w0 the North, receive un-
ferior preparatory sducation, and
are enmeshed inpoverty current-
Iy aggravated by runaway infla-

il

modification of job and college
admismons crileria s pardy as
(Camtinued o5 Pogs 15

- —

(p.25) Comtimnd s Page &)

(Continued on

next page)
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JEWISH GROUP SUPPORTS QUOTAS

“We rrcogrize the dd-
re

{
|

Newl! that o

: policy of substmbag ‘ellorts’

on beha I o achoo! integ ration
for the more realistic
mathematical measure of
whai s i Ba schieved
represents & retreat by Lhe

*We believe further thal Uw
Ragenl slempl o daaguse
this retreal and [orestall
oriticiem by in
reference (o ‘ralios’ and
‘quotas’ - lerms which hawe

proparly scoured y
coanclalions 18 iullersm

|
3
g

i
e s T
nd ore wnd o Gy purems  ~lategration dess nat. by
epperusilion besed sa Ereup definiton, require Lhat raoal
= membership rather (han Quotss be wsed in daterminmng
the) quisiaton. S8 S gropw o dumiiie
hey age position of popul
ntientinionn] racial. sthaic within a school U & scheol
o religious proference in (he dstrict s makag. snd has
slocstien of lmited jobs, made, a serious efiort ta bring
DS et 0 Weus sy NS o
Welowr, ws dase st "h‘h-“-u
appennd the wer of vumarcal shmer amnes lmming
mm. -ﬂu:-nll. _’ﬂt
ehwstimal goal of scieel - of a schael within 2
2 "':M - nﬂduh:::
darstandiag how the exier of o messured by, ralies o
inligration s & schesl o while 1s back lor
i, wad e iectivesnas Riapanic) sodeets” | ©
The Cincinnati Herald
February 1, 1975

(p-1)
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The Baltimore Jewish Times

ADL'S VIEW ON
QUOTA CASE

I

i

Los Angeles — Phillip B. Kur ' cl

land will represent the Anti- ' I

Defamation League of B'nai B'rith |
in the Regents of California v.
Bakke "reverse discrimination”,

case to be heard by the U.S. Su- [

preme Court this fall. The Court's| June 17, 1977 !

decision will affect all special col-

lege admission programs based ( 9) . :
on preferential treatment and p ¢ !
quotas, :

|

Kurland, professor of law at the
University of Chicago, will write H
ADL's “friend of the court” brief
3 challenging the constitutionality i
5 of the University of California's I
] racially-based special admissions .
program for its Davis Medical 'y
School. |
The announcemecnt was made :
by Larry M. Lavinsky, chairman of
ADL's civil rights committee. at !
the agency's national executive “
committee mecting atthe Beverly )
Hilton Hotel, }‘
Allan Bakke, a white applicant, ol
sued for admission to the medical i !
school claiming he was rejected i
by reason of his race. The school's i
special minority admissions pro- i
gram set exclusively for “minor-
ities™ 16 out of 100 scats available i
annually and selected the 16 :
under a lower set of standards
than those used for white appli-
cants. Following the California
Supreme Court's ruling last Sep-
tember that the program is uncon-
stitutional, the university ap-
pealedtothe U.S. Supreme Court. }
According to Lavinsky, “the ‘
totality of the California situation i
— adoption of a fixed guota. the R
parring of non-minorities from [
F participating in the special pro- |
) : gram, no past history of discrimi- o
hation at the school — all make '
this the landmark case on the S
issue of preferential admissions . \‘[
policies.’
Lavinsky is a member of the ’
1
h

3

New York and Federal Bars who
has written on the subject of spe-
cial admissions programs for the
Columbia Law Review and the
Hastings Constitutional Law ‘
Quarterly. ‘

"He noted that ADL in the 1940's l.‘
was instrumental in eliminating i
college admission quotas de- \‘
signed to keep minorities out. i‘
SWhat we are now witnessing on ‘
! many campuses,” he declared, “is ;
] : a new form of discrimination in ;
o which whites in general and white ‘
males in particular are now the !
victims — -of the guotas 1o get o [
minorities in.”

“This." he went on, “is as divi-
sive and morally wrong as the ra-
cism of the past.”
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admissions o U

16 were given to minerities,

learving onty B4 for whites
Bakks says he was being

discriminated sgainst becouss

minerity students with lower
acie Four

The news medis hes baen

him from saining ene of e 30 satisfied with 1he ‘raverse
SoChusE  ghcriminatien™ vty

dhiniereiiad In s idad e
Bakke e, eise thy cxitsic miant
have been told of Ghe alleggption
hat Bakke wis enca or dped i filg
his suit and heiped W Checsing his

oints were alse admitisg, Two 1t was b, Bhis iatisl- oficiet, & Is
othar raedical schesls which did  slieped. wihe pave id lermation to
not Iun-::nrmitln sction the press on the graxl e soinl sten-

Bakke snc his high grade point.

o ging of minarity stuck mts.

haves ot reserted

on the casual hana'ling of the

= deferss B the Caliior.
nis courts which bl & led seme

L&ivil rights lasgerd 1o pelleve
Dhere was collusion. pAt sy reta,

the on of

omiited important jacle. thus
leaving resl i for amceal
shackingly saarse. i
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The Baltimore Afro-American
November 12, 1977
(p.4)
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ACROSS MY DESK

By Marjorie Parbam
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DeFunis to

Bakke to Weber
By Roberi E. Segal

The American Israelite

Way back in 1871, Marco DeFunis. 3 member ol & Sephardic Jewish
family and a Phi Beta Kappa graduate of the University of Washington,
was turned down when he applied dor somission lo.tha! Sealtie

mstilution’s law school. He was admitied 1c four other law schools.

bul his Bima mpler was his lop choice: and his fight 1o get in
i the & Court

Many folks sensad anti-Jewish
lsanings in the DeFunis case:
others saig, oh, no. the Univer-
sty ol Washinglon was just
trying 1o make || sasier for blacks
10 become lawyers. .

In any eveni, Justice William Of
Douglas pushed the legal butioo
thal gave 2 wciory of sors o
young Mr. DeFunis.

This all left & cloud of ambiguity
hanging cver_tha issus of_justice
n admissions. And matt-
s drifled along uniil & year ago
whan the Court handed
down a sharply divided ruling in

ihe lamous Alian Bakke case
That time arcund, the Coun
upheld consigerstion of race in
school eniry progrems while al
the same ume Mr,
Bakke, who is white. admitisd 1o
1he University of California Mea:-
ca! School at Davis where he 13
irudging wlung loward his degree
Jus! as the DeFunis case left
shadows ol uncerainly, 80 0id
Bakke. The Jewish community by
and large hailed the Bakke
decision- as a blow a! college
guoias while continuing to sub-
Cortnges on Page «

Reberi E.
Contnued trom Page 1
scribe 10 the principle

Conlionted by such factors,
steeped in doubl, the Amencan

and the Ameri-
can Jewish Committes decided lo
sil oul the Weber case (Bolh
agencies nad filed beiefs in the
Bakke case ) The Anti-Detams-
tion League, which had also been

e
il
i

i
ili

:
;
I

I
£z
{
¥
4

|
l
l

Qrams il over the place.”
But now with the 5102 A Y who have
ruling by the Supreme Courl in for eguatity of opportunity for
the case of Brisn Weber va. the yONS are no! 100 upsel, indesd
Kaiser Aluminum ang Chemicsl  rather encoursged by the Court's
Co., we have moved sway from Weber ruling. Thay fes! conlent
2 Important  but  somewhat that neither Chiel Justics
srea of discrk or's nor  Justice
Llon In sducation 1o the much nagalive branding of thelr
™ issue ol oi 0 bicthers as “sacape artists such
employmeni. The DeFunis and a8 Houdini” will endure Ihe tewt
- ﬂu;w“h of time. Rsther they tahs hean
MUH!_ . Several  hundreo from the fact that Justice Black-
; the Weber cose packs man—no firy liberal-wes with
::--nnﬁ-d“ the mayority. ’
Al issue i the Weber cass wes .&Luu;nﬁha.:J:

and o - 1o
slimingte, 50 far a5 possible, the
tast ges o an
and ignominious page in this
country’s higtory.”

We musi reluse 1o sliow ihe
aniry of quotss
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Affirmative Action
In the 1980s

By Robert E. Segal

Twenty years ago. lour bisck !mnmn at tne Nom« Corolina A 8 T
State University staned 1he ang d sil-n

movement by ordering cotlee lom a white wmmu They called sharp

attentior: 1o a rank king ol discr 0, inspired
similar demonsirations in 54 cilies lnﬂ M\m mgm Martin Luther
King's non-violen! for of
mmmm«m Tl.ﬂﬂl—blwmlywl
sil-in haid 8 reunion in Greensboro,  Nave been moved up the ladder by
it turned out that ones now i3 @ a specilic AHmative Action
stockbroker, another is 8! man-  program; but thal they were on a
agemant level in a larpe manulac-  riging Lide i3 hard 10 deny
turing company, & third is moving nmw“mlmmm
In governmant, schools, lactor-
i1, banks. and construction may
program. iConlinuea on Page &)

THE AMERICAN ISRAELITE

Robert E. Segal

lmme& (P-‘”

February 29, 1980

(Continued on next page)

(p.1)
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What, then, of Affirmative Ac-
tion?
Coun rulings in the DeFundis,
Bakhe an0 Websr cases we

uch
mathods flinally sgreed upon for
implementing Alflirmative Action
plograms.

It is clear lc many who want
sincerely 1o open job opponuni-
tes  that adoed (raining rIur

1igi0 and estalaling Quotas that
bring with them Iha lacior of
reverse giscrmination inevilably
mﬂ" uD & slomm,

AN lon  prog for
BOth governman! and (he privals
secior plomding for compenss-

Robert E. Segal

W Almuen or Paae 4|

Agded ic this must be mssur-
ance (ha! individusl need e the
sole cntenion of ehgiliny for
such special services. Such fac-
lors ks poverty, cultural depriva-
fon, inadequale schooling, and
discriminklion mus! De Laken inlo

Bet siweys Mo Mrwsion of
quoles musi be guarded sgains!.

<LHistory carrs info owr heans
and minds the assurance of thai
final mandate.

The American Israelite

February 29,

1980

(p.18)
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The Baltimore Afro-American

January 9, 1982

(p-5)
(Cont. on next page)
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The Cincinnati Herald

Across My Desk
by Marijorie Parham

Over the years this newspaper hac been
supportive of philosophical views cthat
projected the prevailing opinion of our Black
readers. This was not only a reflect:cn of
their opinion, but also the opinion of the
editors and publisher of this newspaper. Thue
we opposecd capital punishment because we
believed it te be an unfair instrument of
justice in as much 25 our death rows acro=-
the naticn T t3ic) fillea Wit™ &
disproportionate number of Blacks. We stil!l
fill [(sicl that way.

We also support integrated schools and not
necessarily by using busing, but by chang:inc
district lines and making hous:ng
opportunities a reality for Black citizens.
This did not mean we were opposed to Elack
schools. Indeed, Black schools do more towarc
promulgating the culture of Blacks than any
pther institution except the church. But
integration in schools is one of the irst
steps toward moving into the total mainstream.
Something we need if we are ever toc 5Seconme
full first clase citizens.

We alsec have affirmed <csupport philosopny
[sic) for Affirmative Action and Reparaticre.
In recent years Affirmative Actior has come 1in

\ for some devastating attacks from both friends
and foes of civil rights. This week in our
editorial section we are printing ar article
by John Bunzel which was first pubiished in
the Anti-Defamation League of B’nai B’ rith
fsicl). Over the years we have alsoc supported
Jewish causes and did much toward intreoducing
our readers to Jewish cultures ([sicl and
lauding the Jewish community +or the support
they [sic) gave to civil rights.

n recent years Jewish organizations and
other Jewish friends have come under attack by

""Eivil rights advocates primarily because the
ADL is opposed to Affirmative Actien. Wi
believe that friends can disagree on
fundamental issues and still remain friencs.
They need only work together on those issues
where their thinking and support is [sicl
compatible rather than break off over an issue
where they honestly disagree.

Initially we thought to rebut ¢the ADL
stance on Affirmative Action. Instead we
believed we should allow it to stand because
it is a legitimate expression of one group’s p
opinion of an issue that caused great legal -
and social minds a great deal of discomfort -/

2 ; because they could not resolve the dichotomy -

of the issues. ) C

December 24, 1983 (p.4)
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Affirmative Action,
A Fair Shake

by John H. Bunzel

The issve of affirmative action is ot absolute. It is ooe of

g and legitimate values and their relationship to

w&“lﬂl:‘e&d g .lthluilhhn:

m & eonllict wm
one's cbligations.,

Many of the assertions and assumptices about affirmative
action need to be tempered by opposing and equally compell-
ing considerations. Here are some examples:

l.ﬁs‘?udmnmhhp?ndwg
groups in Federal and other employment, or as beneficiaries

of Governmen! programs,
Bot: Many of the problems of minority groups are no
longer Lhe resull of present discriminalion. employ-

The Cincinnati Herald °
December 24, 1983
(p-4)
(Continued on next page)
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