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Preface

Our biblical text has a4 tremendous amount of “spoken™ word wosen throughout
the teat. Those occurrences shall be discussed in this paper as L attempt to discos et the
differences in speech patterns according 1o gender and status. However, there are
several occurrences of speech that are not included within the defimtion of “direct
discourse™:

The story of the Tower of Babel will not be included in this study, Tur the
participants speak in general 1o each other, There is no speaker identified, nor s there
an antecedent distinguished from among the masses. Anonymous speaking in general
(unless the speaker 1s easily identifiable from a preceding verse) will be omitted.

In general, blessings and curses will be omitted because there s no true
opportunity for response (o such speech, it is not included in the category of “direct
discourse” for the purposes of this study. Such incidences include Jacoh’s blessings ta
his children and Balaam's “curse” of the Israclies.

Occasionally characters speak to themselves. There are two ways (o determine
if a character is speaking without an audience, First. if there is no one present when the
speech occurs, or second. if the fext explicitly state that he or she said to him or hersell.
For instance, in Genesis 17:17 Abraham asks himself how a child can be borne to a

couple their age. These incidents will not be included because there is no true discourse

in these type of situations.




W hen children are named, the text generally uses markers of direct disconrse.,

but the process of naming. like the process of blessing and cursing. requires no
response. Therefore. it too will be excluded.

This study will be limited 10 human to human speech, God will not he included
as a character in the paper. with the exception of some of the episodes i which it s
unclear if the character speaking or spoken 10 15 @ human being or a mesenger ol God.
Animal speech will be excluded from this paper. such as the ubiquitous serpent the
Garden of Eden and the speaking donkey m the story of Balaam and Balak,

All translations of biblical verses are from the New Jewish Publications Sociefy,
All Hebrew insertions of biblical text in this work are from the Bar lHan Responsa
Compact Disc, Version 3.1, Bar llan created this program using an alternative spelling

of God—T11" instead of the customary M0 Al tram®lations of Hebrew texts other than

biblical texts are my owil.
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a momentary perspective (such as a writer quohmg his or het former words)

[ biblical narrative. direct discourse 15 as customary as impersanal narration i

ndirect speech--and many tmes it 15 eyen more pronounced Instead of relating the story

exclusively by the third-person narrative “telling “ there 1% a strong inchnation toward the use

of direct speech to present the attitudes, motivations. and emouons of the characters through

their own words Given the reserved nature of biblical writers about describing characters in

great detail, direct discoune assumes cven greater importance It 1s dialogue that provides the

dramatic presence of the story and allows for confrontation between the characters Fou

instance. Abraham expresses his excitement at the arrival of the three men in Genesis 18 2 and

hurries 1o tell his wife Sarah to MY ZYY YD NP NMRP AINRD UOW TR

' Meier. Samuel A . Speaking of Speaking. |
! Savran. George W . [elling and Retelhng—Quotations (n Biblical Narrative 12
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But Lot said to them, “Oh no. my lord! You have been so gracious 1o your

servant. and have already s
but 1 cannot flee to the hills |
(Genesis 19 18-19)

hown be so much kindness in order Lo save my lite

est the disaster overtake me and | die

I'he narrative authors show then preference for direct discourse by making |

attitudes, of course--love, hate. feas

prominent in the text Robert Alter remarks that ©
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NMamre--let them take their share  thenesis i

How could a nan ¢ oxpressed Ahram s passion and « ) chet' in God
more than in this quotation here 1s an underlving imtensitv-<the | nir oF aneer and disda
for the kineg of Sodom--wii h commumeates his teelings about God

I'he relanonship between Jaseph and his sibhings 1s \1L"-L'|\"vll‘t'i‘| throueh direct

discourse Joseph’s brothers expressed themr anger roward him after he relaved his dreams
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“His brothers answered, ‘Do you mean (o reign over us” Do vou mean to rule over us”” And

thev hated him even more for his talk about his dreams’” (Genesis 37 8) Joseph's taunting and

Alter. Robert /he Art of Bihli al Narranve 68
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res ealing personal tactor hasn es and intentions, pomts o Aiew dand attitddes
i‘l\\i'|1l-l'_~\.|.’|.i. reacnions | One scholar suguests that 1f the mbhical authors had a strong sense
ol the Primacy of laneuage. thes would be predispi wed 1o Behieve that “thought was not 1A
itself until it was articulated as speech
Many scholars beheve that the tact that direct discourse 1s so conspicuous 0 ibhical

text indicates that much ol the Bible l“--,;I[‘..lH'\ l_"\l‘\l{'t] 15 Oral erature Cne whno wou a

transmit the text might have done so by plaving the roles ol the various characters i

own “voices  Leland Ryken states that when literature 1s chiefly spoken rather than st

storvtellers or poets naturally have a high reward for uttered speech Theretore

' Shimon Bar-Efrat Her Sesuv ha hmanmti shel hassippur bammigna ® |

" Alter 68
* Leland Ryken [he Literature of the Kbl
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three quotations

In thbhical narrating

accurate reproduction ol actuadl

1 well-wntten

stylized. lacking the idle chatter of

Ryken 20
"Rvken 21
' Bar-Efrat 157
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Sarah's stlence 1s even maore provie wind Pe her stlenee speaks maore than t il

intended

In the narrative texts

rhed direct discourse 1s quite rate When ane does nof

have these external marking ol direct discourse. an elementary perusing o fThe Tesd miehi

result in erroneous readings Ihere are mdeed sections ol texd when the absend

discourse results in uncertamty about the action We find a perfect example of this ambizuity

in the bloody bndegroom narrative in Exodus 1 24-26 However

in the vast majonty al

cases when a character in the Torah speaks. the speech is itributed 1o the speaker

'" Bar-Efrat 158




a clearly «

emploved t

However. Gieo

pose

specihic

point in the narrative those

specihic reference L

penscope as the ong speech

within the sam

The use of repetition in a text downplays the momient by providir

time. Repetition of a non-guoted text enhances a text by giving intensity

nacy. and the

circumstance, yet it causes the first mention of such a moment 1o lose its

moment of repetition its immediacy The repetition of d ue however, p

somewhat different effect Savran remarks that the movement into the past is countered

by a new present moment of direct speech that bioth recalls and reformulates The result may

1o conflicting versions of an event but more often 1t 15 an

be a complication of reality due

a single

istently

affirmation of the original statement that hellps the story build con

direction ™

" Savran 7
'* Savran 12
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Judah sent the kid by his fnend the Adu
woman: but he could not find her He inquired of
AWhere is the cult prostitute, the one at Enaim, by the road™ But tk
* %3 her returned to Judah and said, “1

" the people of that town

oy said

“There has been no prostitute here
could not find her, moreover, the tow nspeople said “There has been no

prostitute here

ses a fascinating

v
On the other hand. the presence of an uny enfiable direct quotation

discourse quandary in that they often introduce new knowledge whose accuracy the reac

must weigh without the assistance of an earlier locution. This query into a quotation s

authenticity is important due to the relatively high proportion of false unverifiable cilations

" Savran 80
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shading m-between “In ¢

quotations e

I, fabnic

with the subtle eplive ve

quotations are usually obvious hes

ble, stnce, in both 1

One could argue that all quoted direct speech s unverifi

speech and the quotation. the reader only has thie narrator’s presentation of the ch

ble

words But it is still essential for the reader to assess the authenticity of unvent
work of the story. Miost commonly, the narrator will confirm or

quotations within the frame

usation that Sarah deceived him

deny the citation by means of the context Abimielech’s
by claiming that she was Abraham’s sister with thez words “He is my brother” (Genesis 20 5b)

is rendered believable by the verifiability of Abraham’s analogous quotation in the first half

of 20:5 “She is my sister”--as well as by Abraham’s own confession

* Savran 105



Markers of Direct Discourse

Deuteronomy 1 AN and not 117
he states that | wck reports ¢ 4
n s sectio ) 3

teaches us that dunn » 38 vears that the Israehites were out avor, the Divine 1 rance
not converse with lnm [Moses] i ately, face to | Theret 17 would

[dibbur] did

o would RN Yet, if 127 marks greater il

r sense of affectior

connole a wre

estored

than is exhibited in WM, why are God's subsequent words spoken |
relationship, marked by N (Deuteronomy 231, 3:2)" Rashi makes no suggestion, and
there is no further attempt to clarify the reason why the verbs are mconsistent

of the Hebrew Bible incorporates

Another one of these theories suggests that the text

material that comes from a vanety of chronologically, socially, and geographically distinet

Vi There are other examples that are known, such as T MM NI (thus

said the Lord) or i D) (oracles of the Lord) However, these signs
enerally treated as theological constructs, and normally occur outside

are g
of the Pentateuch Therefore, they are isolated from the issue of direc
discourse markings in the Torah

" Meier 141



indicate a different

attempted to vie

as a marker of sorts We will look into their hypothess later in s chaple

We know that each of the three verbs WIN, 727, and NIV 15 a sig

refore. the question anses whether the appearance

indicate that speech is occurnng

another 1s

1w direct discourse as opposed to the appearance 0

one of these verbs indica

blical

significant What does it mean when we see N instead of 72T or NN Moderr

ect disc

scholarship contends that the appearance of onie of these words marking

ym any semantic differences Is n

results from a distinct literary tradition, rather than

possible that while V2N might have been the colloguial term for one author, 127 might have

been utilized in another era of time in which another author might write? And where does MY

fit into the general scheme of tradition? Let us now investigate three verbs MIN, 127 and

TV as markers of direct discourse

' Meier 8
'* Meier 17



NATATIVE |

as the single r

15 about 10 occur

Occasionally, 1N can be repeated wi

tor oci:asionally interrupts 2

words.

of the speaker In

inserting a repetitious statement and (sihe said * For example, in Exodus 3 4-6

from the infinitive

00 timesi in the MT (apar

o The verb AN appears over
AN} OF those occurrences, 196 (4.5%) do not mark direct discourse
These incidences do not occur in a specific section of the MT, though there
is definitely a distinction between one sityle of | lebrew that prefers to use
3N to mark direct discourse and another style (associated with later
biblical Hebrew) where N more freely stands wit hout an accompar
direct discourse Texts associated with later Biblical Hebrew show a higher
percentage of WIN unaccompanied by direct discourse than is true of
biblical literature in general ( Meier 63)
' Niditch. Susan The Symbolic Vesion in lassic al Hebrew Prose

. 48

! Meier 59-60
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.
And God said to Moses, “Ehyeh-Asher-Ehyeh™ He continued, “Thus shall

say 1o the Israelites, *Ehyeh-Asher-Ehyeh sent me o you And God said

further to Moses, “Thus shall you speak Lo the Israelites. The Lord, the God

We should also exclude from consideration occasions where the speaker
shifts his focus from one addressee 1o another In Gen. 43 29, when Jloseph
asks his brothers about Benjamin and then subsequently addresses
sentation is sufficient explanation for the quite normal

Benjamin, the reor
o a different party. Meier 74

restatement that Joseph speaks againbut t
* Meier 74

5
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The Reubenites and the Gadites owned cattle in very greal n

that the lands of Jazer and Gilead wer'e a region suitable for cattle.]
Giadites and the Reubenites came 10 Moses Eleazar the priest, an
chieftains of the community, and said Ataroth, Dibon. Jazer, Nimr
Heshbon. Elealeh, Sebam, Nebo, and Beon--the land that the Lord has

conquered for the commumty of Israel is cattle country. and your serv

have cattle It would be a favor to us.” they continued, “if this land were given

1o vour servanis as a holding. do not mowve us across the Jordan

* Meier 74




Milgrom aruues for the restatement of “and thev said” in Numbers 32 5. smce “the verh needs
to be repeated because of the leneth remark begmmng i verse 2 However. this speech
lasts for a mere three verses. while the speech of ten verses wiven by Moses (Numbers 32 6-
15) is not interrupted by such a pause Since many short speeches have this re-idenufication
and many long speeches do not. this solution is deemed madequate

Secondly. the repetition could be an sign ol the juxtaposition of different luerarmy
sources This is quite possible in some of the cases in which the textual evidence indicates
that the second introduction of direct discourse (along with the second direct discourse thiat
it introduces) is absent in some manuscripts. One-third of all occurrences of this phenomenan
oceur in Genesis, and nearly one half of all incidents are in Genesis and Exodus alone These
two books are well-known for their multi-layered compositional history. and it 1s & reasonable
deduction that editorial activity may account for the proliferation of the phenomenon in at
least some of these verses *

The third proposal is to understand the repetition as a literary device that
communicates more than mere re-identification of a speaker. There are a few ways in which
this proposal can be developed. If we are to utilize the Documentary Hypothesis as an methiod
of exploration, it is possible that whenever TN interrupts a text it is a sign of P, as a
manifestation of P’s short style of “‘incessant repetition * Or, perhaps, as is suggested by Biar

Efrat (supported by the research of Shiloah). the reiteration of MIN indicates a pause in a

* Milgrom, Jacob. JPS Commentary, Numbers, 268
* Meier 75 .
7 Meier 76

————————— R




speech, with a vanety ot explanations for the need of such 4 Iierary device His approach s

to assume that each repetition is meammutul, hidime a subtle nuance ™ But Mewer disagrees
He argues thar Shiloah s analvsis s larzely a :'-1:.j!.|~h:; search for any explanation that can
make sense of the repeninion, and that one may always conjure a reason 1o account 1or suc h
a repetition For instance. it we look at the conversanon between Jacob and | aban in Genests

30, Laban savs

=171 7327137 TN@RI AT T NNID RI-OX 132 1VOR TIRM

TTINRY YDV TDE AP IRKRM 79713

“But Laban said to him. “1f vou will indulge me. 1 have learned by divination that the LORD
has blessed me on vour account ~ And he continued, “Name the wages due from me and 1 will
pay you" (Genesis 30 27-28) " J P Fokkelman states that at the beginning of verse 28, the
text places MINM in the middle of'| aban’s quotation, which seems rather imtating But
according to this scholar, this interruption is significant because
it retards the pace of the confrontation with the following effect after the

pious recognition of Yhwh's blessing 1 aban’s mind works feverishly. thinking,

how can | keep Jacob as a servant”? | know what, 1 shall ask him to make a

wage-proposal himself! We'll see, | shall certainly find an opening, just like

some 14/7 years ago.”
However. Meier does not concur He concludes his argument by noting that there is not a

great deal of supporting evidence for these kinds of midrashic interpretations outside of the

Hebrew language No other ancient Near Eastern language follows the same pattern of

 Bar Efrat 43-44 -
* Fokkelman 142-143
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interruption He concludes | tine that there 1s not a ereat deal of supporting evidence
for it outside o Hebrew
As we have seen. the significance of MR as a marker of direct discourse vanes within

the vast majority of times that N 1s used. 1t s tollowed by direct

the bibhcal text Althouy
discourse, there are times that this might not be the case Take. for example. the difficult
moment posed.to the reader in the storv of Cam and Abel The Hebrew text reads as tollows

SaM-SR 10 2P TRea OnIYTa TN TR DAl S 19 RRM

I TR

Why did Cain kil his brother” In most translations. the story reads as follows Cain said to
his brother Abel  and when they were in the field, Cain set upon his brother Abel and killed
him™* (Genesis 4°8) Many scholars translate this N as “said” and therefore believe that this
IR must be a sign of direct discourse One scholar wntes that:

“Sometimes a difficult passage is susceptible of explanation as it stands, and

can only lose by emendation It is not to be supposed that the copyists omitted

words which are so clear and so apparently necessary for the proper

understanding of the text. and it seems more probably that we have here an
archaic use of WIN in the sense of 127 ‘and he spoke’ which needs no

amplification ™"

Nevertheless. another scholar--Albert Ehrman reminds the readers that Hebrew
contains a class of verbs and nouns possessing one meaning and its diametric opposite He
believes that apart from its usual connotation of “to say” the verb N presents the case of

being a verb of polarity, having the meanings respectively of “to exalt.” “to praise.” and its

" Meier 78

" Meter 78

2 Meier 323. }

" Ehrman. Albert, “What Did Cain Say to Abel?” JRO 53 (1962) 164-167

19
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diametnc opposite 1o despise.” o hold in contempt” and by semantic development in the

second case. the meanme “to be ang " Where do we find the polanty ol the verb MMN
the Bible? lsaiah 3 10-=210 2 718 1MNN--indicates that the verb MN here carnes the
connotation of 10 praise,” to exalt ~ The first scholar to declare that 7R in Isaiah 3 10a has

this meaning was Rabh Elijah. the Gaon of Vilna m s Commentary (MNY1) (o the Bible
There he states unequivocally that [>T TN means PYTYN DX NIV Other examples
include Esther 1 18, Psalm 4 5. and Esther 7 5

=aoAM 990K WD PR TTR-DNE MR MIMRRA 7T O™

N3O 1T Y TR e IS

This very day the ladies of Persia and Media. w ho have heard of the
queen’s behavior. will cite it to all Your Majesty 's officials. and there
will be no end to scorn and provocation! (Esther 1:18)

M50 1T 32330R-5Y 823393 1IRR IRDMN-ONI T
So be angry, and sin no more; rage m your heart upon your bed, and

sigh, Selah. [translation mine] (Psalm 4:5)

187 71T R OB 139RT NORD TBRM PIMVIR OB RN
2 MY 127 IROD-OR RY

Then did the king Ahasuerus grow angry and say unto Esther the
queen...(Esther 7:5)

Therefore. according to this approach, Genesis 4.8 should be read as follows “And Cain
despised Abel his brother. And it came to pass. when they were in the field. that Cain rose up

against Abel his brother, and slew him » We observe that the interpretation of the verb 1N

* Ehrman 166




plays a significant role in the understanding of this stonv. even though it might not be a marker

ol direct discourse
INND

As discussed above. the infinitive DN comes close 1o being a decisive marker of
direct discourse n biblical Hebrew Although this fact is fairly significant, it prompts a number
of its own problems How did the infinitive of the rool MN achieve this function” And if it
is a distinet marker of direct discourse. why does it not mark al/ direct discourse” Since there
is more discourse that is not introduced by MINS, what limits or encourages 1ts manifestation
before direct discourse™ The medieval commentators pondered the very same question and
concluded that “Scripture does not use the term MR except for a speaal purpose
According to the Mishneh, VIR appears in Exodus 5 1 to “teach that Israel would respond
to every verse after Moses in th.u same way that they recite the Hallel™"

Meier postulates that what began as a true infinitive of N became a particle
marking direct discourse. uninflected for person. number, gender, of tense Therefore. there
is no need to translate MNY before direct discourse any more than one would need to
translate Greek hoti recitativum or Akkadian umma Rather, all three of these phrases are
used simply to indicate that what is 10 follow is a quotation. The quasi-infinitive MR could
be extended to accompany even the verb WX with no redundancy. because its purpose and

function are dissimilar. This function as an indicator of direct discourse is confirmed by the

 Meier, Speaking of Speaking. 94
* Sifre on Deut 3:23 .
7 Sotah 5:4
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umversal appearance ol specc A \ he ; ;
discourse. there is the disunct possibility that the marke i the speech I errupted
by a noun, 0r a Pronoun 1o speciy the spedper o the amtecedent There are tour such
examples of this phenomenon  The hirst 1s when hoth parties are named, as in EX & I he
LORD said to Moses I'he second 1s when'the speaker 1s named but the an 5
referred 1o by pronoun. as in Fxodus 10 28 “Pharaoh said to him The third 1s when there

is no named antecedent. but the speaker is named as in Exodus 10 25 “Moses sad
Finallv. the fourth is when the speaker is identified with a pronoun. but the antecedent 1s
named as in Exodus 20 19 “They said to Moses But out of the hundreds of appearances
of MNY before direct discourse. there is not a single clear case of any word intervening
between it and the discourse that follows There are three cases which a word does
interrupt, but these cases are textually suspect The first time is in Leviticus |1 | where we
find DNON MON'? (said 1o thcmll but the /XX omits this word DNYR (them) The other two
occur in Genesls 23 “And the sons of Heth answered Abraham, saving to him, "Hear us
** (Genesis 23 5-6) and “And Ephron answered Abraham, saying to him, *My lord. hear me
' ( Genesis 23 14-15) However, if one compares these texts with other similar text within
the same framework such as Genesis 23:10-1 1.13. there is an indication that a Masoretic
misdivision has created confusion: the Y2 might be N9 and should have been part of the
quotation!™ Therefore, there is ho reliable evidence to show that any word intervenes

between WINY and the direct discourse that follows

" Westermann 317
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Coamme from the noun 1 127 meamine “word.” this verb has the meamng 1
words” or “1o farm words — When speakers used e verb 1o imtroduce direct discourse
notion of forming or shaping words was focuse the use of the purposc infimtive MNT
Iiterallv. “to word (i) 1o sav ~ When we see thg pattern ot MNs 717 hefore dire
discourse we know that it 1s an sogloss with Phoemcian This might have paralleled the
development in Aramaic of the infinitive N with the denominative 791 (from N2

word) "

There are approximately 575 times that speeches are marked in Genesis Of these
occurrences of direct discourse. there are but a few (some 3 5%) scattered examples that are
introduced by the root 7271 * Most of the time 727 marks direct discourse in Genesis it either
begins a dialogue (Gen 23 3, 34 8,427, 43 20) or simply stands alone (Gen 8 15, 19 14
24:30,27:6. 34 20, 39 17, 19, 419, 50 4a, 4b ). Is there a common link among these twenty
occurrences of direct discourse introduced by this verb.  The root 737 is explained by
rabbinic sources as a verb that connotes a degree of severity in the words spoken,
emphasizing this verb’s forceful and even cruel overtones  For instance, Gen 42 7 and 42:30
“He spoke (12™) to them harshly™. the rabbinic interpretation states that 727 actually
implies MWD (that he spoke to them harshlv) "' Another example of harshness of tone might

be found in the story of Lot. Lot pleads with his sons-in-law to leave the city ““Up, get out

¥ Meier 130-131
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of this place w the [LORD s aboul 1o destroy the ¢ But he seemed to his sons-in-law

as one who jests (Genesis 19 148 h aurees with thisidea that the genera R1RTTRI TS W
of associated with the verb 027 irshmess T However, it does not see thy C
every time in which the verb is used God uses this verb for the first time 1o speak 10 Noah

God spoke to Noah. saying. Come out of the ark. tpeether with vour wite. vou sons, and

the element of cruelty is not noted in this text. this

vour sons wives (Genesis 8 15) Althe
is a cructal moment i the flood account What will Noah and his tamily find when they step

out of the ark? Evervthing that one sur ounded them 1s gone--and in a sense they must

s
re-create the world Nevertheless, this is an interpretation of the text and not at all supported
by the actual turmn of events In fact. the end result of leaving the ark 1s a positive one The
second time the verb 77T appears in the text is when God appears to Abram and proclaims
his name E1-Shadai Abram throws himself on the ground, as if the forcetulness of the words
compelled him to do so Then God Continued speaking. and reestablished the covenant with
Abram (Genesis 17 3) Yet, 727 does not appear each time God appears, nor does cruelness
play a role in this appearance Furthermore. the promises made are, one again, positive in their
nature Therefore, one cannot come to the conclusion that there is a definitive meaning of

237 that would separate it from MN "
The most obvious example of clustering 727 is in the narrative of Genesis 23

recounting Abraharn’s purchase of the cave of Machpelah The use of the verb MY in this

chapter is also highly distinctive Therefore. it is likely that the direct discourse concentration

* Shiloah 261
i Other verse include Genesis 276, 32:20-21,
43:19-20, 50 4a.4b

34820, 39.17.19, 419,17,
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of 71271 marking chrect discourse m this section of Genesis pomnts to-a d

tradition 1t is strange that this ch

that reads the root MN instead of 727, at least in two of the three cases. ¢lsew
Genesis it is only in 8 15 that the Septuagint behaves m a similar manner, showing preference
of MN over the M1 727 Noteworthy repetitions of 127 marking direct discourse within
a single narrative in Genesis appear in each of the following narratives the rape of Dinah

(Gen 34 8. 20). the dream interpretations of Joseph (Gen 41 9. 17) and Joseph's final

request of Pharaoh (Gen 50 4) &
my

The verb 1Y tends to mark speech in dialogues after someone else has alreadv begun
the conversation There are very few times that this verb is utilized to mitiate discourse--
although these exceptions do exigt. Therefore, in most cases. M) means to “make a reply
to a statement which plcccdcs it However. it does nor mean to answer as in 10 answer a
question.”” When questions are asked. the responses are not usually introduced by the verb
More disconcerting. outside of the Pentateuch many statements that are introduced by MY
when they are not preceded by any previous speech to which they serve as an “answer .
Therefore, it is questionable if “answer™ is the correct translation of this verb

There are few narratives that have a consistent use of the verb MY to introduce direct
discourse One of the few places that it occurs with any consistency is the story of the

purchase of the cave of Machpelah, in which Abraham barters with a resident in order to

" Meier 152-3




secure a bunal place tor s . h When Abrahg acts to by 1 i i ;

15 introduced w the same way: The third tme that Abraham makes tins reque
1‘.rp,nlhc1:.-!' nrice of the site. the response s mtroduced with the root MY Y et this
most consistent usace of this verb in the Pentateuct

Conclusion

We can conclude from these studies that direct discourse plavs an iny aluable role i the
transmission of biblical narratives The vaniety of markers of speech provided the writers with
an assortment of means in which to fashion dialogue between characters Speech 1s a favored
means of expression because of the ability 1o express emotion directly from the character

This method is preferred by the !‘!NI\.:II writers over providing the information through the
narrator’s voice. There is an array of variations on this theme. such as guoted direct
discourse. verifiable and unvenifiable However. we caninot conclude that the presence of one
verb as opposed to another is significant in terms of understanding the nature of relationships
between people. There is no evidence that one gender favors one marker of direct discourse
over another one. as we have discussed, MR and 717 function much in the same way

Therefore, the question is not one of semantics--rather, is there a contextual difference that
may be discerned between men’s sWh and women’s speech? As we will see, there is
certainly more men’s discourse in general to other men. women, and God than any other type

of human discourse But are there certain themes that can be distinguished” This is the

question that we will begin to investigate




Chapter Two:
Men and their Spoken Relationships to Women

* INTRODL C TION

Those who are troubled with the connection between men and women in the biblical
text tend to assume that a hierarchical situation existed in the time in wluch the text was
written The evident domination of females by their male counterparts reflects the patnarchal
orientation of Hebrew seripture We can deduce the inferionty of women from a multitude
of texts. both by those who assume the androcentric inclinations of the Bible as authorntative
and also by those who are made uncomfortable or are offiended by them The most hberal of

feminists and the most conservative traditionalists share an understanding that the Bible

depicts women as subordinate and inferior to men in rudimentary ways '

* THE NON-RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN COUPLES IN THE TORAH

In many cases, male characters with significant speaking roles in the Torah never
speak with their wives/concubines in the text The only time that Adam and Eve connect
through speech it is through a mediator--God. There is no direct communication between the
two characters Abraham only speaks to a woman three tinnes in the text--and the only woman
that he addresses is his beloved wife Sarah. Hagar, although she is the mother of his first born
Ishmael. is never addressed publicly by her husband, and the only hint of non-reported speech
that is directed toward her from Abraham happens when he forces her to leave their

household. Isaac never addresses Rebecca--in fact, she hias many more speaking parts in the

' Meyers 24




text than he does! Potaphar never speaks 1o his wite (even when she addresses him) Moses

does not speak with Zippora. neither when they meet. nor when they marn Furthermore
when her father brought her out 1o Moses in the w ;_Idcl ness with their two children. the text
statesthat he ureeted his father-in-law, but makes no mentiun ol greeting Zippora (ot ther
children)
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Jethro. Moses™ father-in-law. brought Moses™ son and wife to him in the

wildemess. where he was encamped at the mountain of God He sent word 1o

Moses. “1. vour father-in-law Jethro, am coming to you. with your wife and

her two sons  Moses went out to meet his father-in-law, he bowed low and

kissed him: each asked after the other’s welfare, and they went into the tent

(Exodus 18 5-7)
One might have expected this conver sation to take place between a husband and wife, not
between a father-in-law and a son-in-law. Perhaps if it had been accompanied by a single line-
-narrative or discourse--stating that Moses and Zippora greeted each other or acknowledged
each other the impact would not have been as severe The fact remains none of these
characters have a spoken relationship with his'her spousie

Furthermore, as we shall discover in this chapter, when men do have a verbal
relationship with their respective wives, it is rarely a positive alliance If we are to examine
the speech exchanged between men and their wives. we note that there are many times n

which women do not respond when men speak to them. In fact, the women that allow their

male counterparts to control them are much less likely to speak back for any reason. even if

g 28




the response has the potential of banality For instance, when Abraham tells Sarah 1o prepare

food for the stranuers (the example used in Chapter One of this thesis). the biblhical authors
could have wnven her a single line ol sorts—an acknowledument of Abraham s words
Nevertheless, that text does not exist Nor does it exist in many cases where women are in
subordinate situations However. in the majoriiy.of the cases where women et have a sense
of control of the uiven situation. they are more likely 1o respond. and 1o stand up lor

themselves via the spoken word

The first ime that a man addresses a woman through speech 1s Lamech to his wives
Adah and Zillah The text reports that each Adah and Zillah bore Lamech two children
Immediately following this revelation. there is a bizarre monologue dirécted al the two wives
The reader hears Lamech acknowledge to his wives that he is.a murderer
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And Lamech said to his wives, “Adah and Zillah, hear my voice, O wives of
Lamech. give ear to my speech. | have slain a man for wounding me, and a’lad
for bruising me If Cain is avenged sevenfold, then Lamech seventy-
sevenfold “(Genesis 423)
One would expect some sort of reaction from Adah and/or Zillah, yet no response is given--
neither in speech, nor in the narrative Furthermore, there is no consequence to this
confession. Lamech’s wives’ roles in the text are twofold: to bear children, and to serve as
the conduit to hear the confession of Lamech. Their lack of response to this confession is not

surprising—the content does not directly affect them, and no response is solicited by Lamech

Therefore there is absolutely no reason for them to answer their husband Yet someone

29

————————————




needed 1o be present 1o hear thns 1s1 statement  Perhaps they were mentior ed as ihe

antecedents because just betore this this text they had been mentioned in conjunction
with Lamech s progeny  Nevertheless. they do not respond. nor are they heard trom in the
text This lack of response is a paradigm that will be repeated throughout the 1ext

© ABRAHAM AND SARAH

Despite the great role that Abraham and Sarah play in the text. they never hold a
conversation of any length recorded in the Torah As we shall see, the authors make
Abraham’s relationship with God much more of a prionty than his relationship with his wife
(or with his concubine) Abraham only speaks to Sarah three times. eac h tme to instruct her
The first time. the instruction if for his benefit. the second time it 1s for her benefit. and the
third. it is neutral Once again, the female counterpart is silent Sarah’s answers are not
recorded in the text The first time -\hl.‘ih.lrl‘r speaks to Sarah he instructs her as to how she
should portray their relationship/marital status to strangers in Egvpt
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As he was about to enter Egypt, he said to his wife Sarai, ‘I know what a
beautiful woman you are. If the Egyptians see you, and think, ‘She is his
wife,” they will kill me and let you live Please say that you are my sister, that
it may go well with me because of you, and that | may remain alive thanks to
you."(Genesis 12 11-13)

Sarai makes no response to this mandate, but through the narration the reader knows that she

30

———————




-

does n tact obey his request She allows him o carmy out his plan, even thougeh it had tht

potential of placing her in ereat danger Ramban savs that not only dhd Sara

Abram m this verse, but she was never asked whether she was Abram’s wife or sister. thus
"

she never had to tell amvone that she was his sister  Ramban substantiates this pomt b

showing that the pharaoh accuses 4hram (and not-Sarai as one might have expected) ol not

telling him her true status He does not claim that Sarai lied te him--for as far as the records
show. he never asked her to cormoborate the story. Ramban contends that the pharaoh did not
blame the woman. because “it s not proper for the woman to contradict her husband. 1t 1
proper for her 1o be quiet = This pattern reoccurs (during the second time that Abraham

speaks with his wife in response to her anger about her maid-servant Hagar

=373 201D 71N Ihree M "T@-PR DN3AR PRRM
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“Abram said to Sarai, *Your maidis in your hands Deal with her as you think night™ (Genesis
16:6) Sarah does not respond to this comment through speech. although once again the
narrator tells the reader that she did hear his words and responded to them accordingly The
third--and final—time that Abraham addresses his wife, he runs into their tent and says to
Sarah,
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“Quick. three seahs of choice flour! Knead and make cakes!” (Genesis 18 6) Once again,

* Jorat Chaim, Bereshit 1,02
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Sarah makes no comment, but we by that she 1ed Or @ [ew verses cad

that Abraha
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took the curds and milk and the calt that had been prep t these be « imnd
he waited on them under the tree as they ate  Abraham never speaks kindly 1o Sarah He s
either concemed for his own life. annoved (inferred from the fact that he was distressed over

ubine) or hurned

the way Sarah spoke about his con

¢ ELEAZAR. JACOB AND REBEKAH

Eleazar and Jacob share at least one commonality in the text they speak to Rebekah
and their words are recorded Rebecca is spoken to more than any other woman n the
Pentateuch--so it is ironic than the list of these men whao speak to her does not include her
husband Isaac As | stated at the beginning of this chapter. women who take charge of
situations or who are in control of a given situation tend to be “speakers " Rebekah
epitomizes this behavior We will look at Rebekah's power through speech in the following
chapter, now let us examine Eleazar’s and Jacob’s respective relationship with her through
their spoken word

Rebekah and Eleazar have the one of longest cony ersations (the most exchanges)
between a man and a woman in the whole Torah. Their speech is fairly coherent conversation,
where both parties are speaking in response one 10 the other He initiates the dialogue, asking

her questions, to which she responds in clear, polite sentences He addresses Rebekah twice,

—————




the first time 1o ask for a s i
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The servant fan toward her and sard. “Please det me sip a hittle water .
(Genesis 29 171 She responds ¢ n positively, telling lim that not enly should |
but that she would draw water tor lis camels as well Unhke Abraham. who or fers Sa
the command form 1o quicklv cook and prepare food for the strangers. Fleazar speans in a
polite tone of voice. and ashs for the water We must remember that therr relanenships are

totally different’ Abraham and Sarah are marned and have known each other tor

time by this point in the story, while Fleazar and Rebekah are strangers This s
have affected those patterns of speech Rebekah waters Fleazar's camels as she has
promised, and then he asks her a second set of questions asking for her identity and tor
hospitality
9 D OPR TER-MNI BT 3 X3 1NN DR D-N3T TRRM
““Pray tell me,” he said, *who’s daughter are you” Is there room in vour father’s house for us
to spend the night?"™ (Genesis 24 23) Once again. he uses polite language and questions her
in such a wayv that a response is necessary She responds with answers that articulate the
answers that he wishes to hear
Although the text never records her husband and her older son speaking to Rebekah,
she does have a lengthy and memorable conv ersation With Jacob, her younger son lronically.
Rebekah does most of the speaking in this conversation When Rebekah tells Jacob that he

is 1o trick his father in order to receive the blessing of the first born, he objects to her plan

_
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Jacob answer R i But iy brother Fsau s a hai
I am s S ed | 1 uches me. 1 shall appear 1o him
trickster and bn onn y curse. not a blessing'” (Genesis 27 1)

Atypical of most women s speech patterns,. Rebekah rebuts Jacob's protests and perst

him to follow the plan. even thouch he 15 not at all sure that he can carry 1t out to its full
conclusion Jacob s not a termbly suce essiul speaker As will be discussed in the tollowimyg
section. he does wive a lengthy speech to his wives, but this is much more of a monologuge

than it is a dialogue

+ JACOB. RACHEL. AND LEAH
The storv of Jacob and his two wives--one beloved and beautiful. the other with

“weak eves --is a well-known tale with many nuances and subtleties When one thinks about

the relationship between Jacob and each of his wives, the narrative relays that Rachel is the

revered and cherished wife, while Leah was unloved However. this attitude is not directly

expressed by the dialogue that transpires between Jacob and each of these women Perhaps
we see it reflected with Leah--he speaks to her only one—indirectly--when he addresses both

of his wives. Yet to his beloved Rache! for whom hie works for fourteen vears. he speaks

harshly (even more so than Abraham spoke to Sarah). Jacob was infuriated with Rachel in

response to her plea for children
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“Jacob was incensed at Rache!l and ~ard. *Can | take the place of God. who has denied vou

fruit of the womb™™" (Genests 30 2) This seems like a cruel and insensitite response to her

plea--vet there is no re or other response from Rachel. Nehama Liebowitz wites
1 their statements where the Patrrarchs were
they had no gualms about
icated. too. that the righteous man was

- “Qur Sages were very exactis
weir conduct wanting.
drawing attention to 1. thev in

concerned If they found

eventually pumished for his fault. emphasizing where it was recorded in the

narrative and they did not excuse him”

For instance. examine the following excerpt from Bereshit Rabah

The Rabbis of the south in the name of R Alexandri said regarding the
following passage from Job 152 “Should a wise person answer with
loquacious knowledge” This verse concerns Abraham. as it is said (Genesis
16.2) ““Abraham heard Sarai’s voice” and the text (Job 15:2) “fill his stomach
with the east wind” concerns Jacob. as it is said (Genesis 30:2): “*And Jacob
was furious > God--blessed be God’s name--said to him. This is the way to
answer those who are troubled” On vour life: your children will stand before
hers. [separating and elevating Joseph and Benjarhin from the rest of the
sons]*

The early commentators accused Jacob of giving an inappropriate answer to & plea from an
embittered and tormented soul Characteristically. they saw a parallel between Jacob’s words
here and an identical phrase elsewhere. Jacob had said here: “Can 1 take the place of God””
Later Joseph had repeated the same words to his brothers in Egypt: “Can | take the place of

God?"(Genesis 50:19). What is the correlation between these two verses apart from their

obvious verbal character? As emphasized by the Midrash. there is'a connection by way of a

* Liebowitz 331. . 4
o 3 Bereshit Rabbah 71. 10.
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contrast--hu ind otfendin chavior sl acainst svmpathetic and comt

Jacob had retorted Can | take el God™ sponse to Rachel s pettion tor hely
He had retected her request by pomting to the lysits ol ns expertise in the matter But 1
belitfling of himsell was not inspired by recogmzing s imitavons Rather. 1 was motnataed
by Jacob’s desire to lnde s reluctance 10 help s wife. in order to relieve himselt
responsibility toward her Joseph. on the other hand. had proftered these words 10 his
frichtened and dismayed brothers (afier their father's death) who had come to ash tis
foruiveness and pardon tor all they had done to him He had reassuringly answered them with

the words “Fear not. can | 1ake the place of God™ Joseph likewise recognized his imitanons
but this belittling of himself had come 1o prove to his brothers and himsell that judgement did
not belong to him in his relations with them, but to God

Not all our later commentators have shared this approach in dealing with Jacotr s
seeming rudeness toward his hcinxlcd Rachel Some have tried to seek an explanation or. at
least. 1o find an extenuating circumstance. Others have, at least, tried to comprehend how the
virtuous patriarch became a victim of such a blunder. or how he came to deviate from the high
standards of conduct that befitted him The only other time Jacob speaks to Rachel. he speaks

to both of his wives simultaneously, and gives a lengthy explanation of the reasons that they
need to leave their father’s house
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lacoh] said 10 [Rache! and Leah] 1 see that vour father's manner toward me

15 not as 1l has been in the past But the God of my father has been with me

As vour know. 1 have served yvour father with all my might, but vour father has
cheated me. changing my wages time and agam God, however. would not let
him do me harm 1f he said thus. “The speckled shall be vour wages.” then all
the flocks would drop speckled young, and it he said thus, I'he streaked shall
be vour wages.” then all the flocks would drop streaked voung God has taken
away vour father’s livestock and given it to me Once. at the mating time of
the flocks. 1 had a dream in which | saw that the he-goats mating with the
flock were streaked. speckled. and mottled And in the dream an angel of God
said to me. “Jacoh!” “Here.' | answered And he said, note well that all the he-
goats which are mating with the flock are streaked, speckled. and mottled. for
| have noted all that Laban has been doing to you | am the God of Beth-cl.
where vou anointed a pillar and where you made a vow to Me. Now. arise and
teave this land and return toyour native land "(Genesis 31 5-13%)

Other than this spegch, which is one of the longest passages of direct discourse in the book
of Genesis. Jacob does not address Leah This speech should be underscorgd. not simply
because of its length, but because of its content. God told Abram to go from his land. from
his father’s house . and he does not consult Sarai Yet in this nstance. the women are
consulted, and moreover, give their affirmative response to the move Perhaps as in the case
of Lamech and his two wives, Rachel and Leah are the vehicles for relaying information which
has not been told to the reader In the case of Lamech. we do not hear about his violent
nature but through this confession. just as in the case of Jacob, Leah and Rachel provide the

.

earpiece for his oration
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L] ABIMELECH SARAH AND JUDAH TAMAR:
WOMENVINDICATED BY MEN

There ar

¢ 1 “
Tamar. and [hna  How r. tha altifie act Cal ne ol thesy

different In one case. Saral | ¢ idressed d

In the second case. amar. she 18 heated. but the speech s not necessanly direct

And n the third case, Dina. there s ention of vindication in spe ! i

certainly do take severe action to reclaim her hone In two of these three cases. when
woman's status has been challenued n son anner. she 1s told that she will be vindwated
Sarah is the first woman o rersell in this situatipn during the first sister wile episode in
Genesis 20 Abimelech tells Sarah that she will be vindicated for the wrong that has been done

to her
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And to Sarah he said. 1 herewith give your brother a thousand pieces ot
silver. this will serve vou as vindication before all who are with you. and vou
are cleared before evervone ' (Genesis 20 16)

Likewise, Tamar finds justice from her father-in law Judah after he wronged her by not giving
his third son to her as a husband. even though he was in fact required to do so Instead, he

tells her to
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stay as a widow in your father’s house until my son Shelah grows up™ for
hcthough! ‘He too might die like his brothers ™ (Genesis 38 11)

Notice the tone that Judah uses to address his daughter-in-law He speaks in the command
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Form, ongce auva my nu tha ! hnate 1< : W her v

undisclosed speake tha N our 1 5 - 1 Tuminah {4 he sheenshearir
(Genests 38 13). she immediately pla y Ferdin jie dhrtul status throueh Judah, su
has retused 10 uive Shela T AS Band Du ¢ imolementation of hes

and Judah neconate the terms r exual encounter O ersatl

Judah. but one m which Tamar s an active participant
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So he tumed asidle to her by the road-and said. "Here, let me sleep with vou --for e did not

in law’” (Genesis 38 16) Notice that he uses the p

know that she was his daughter
that we saw when Eleazar spoke to Rebekah in order to ascertaim if she was the match tos
Isaac As far as he is concerned. Tamar is a stranger, and therefore. his language becomes tai
more polite than one would normally have addressed a family member. especially a

subordinate female member Judah then continues the negotiations
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“He replied. 1 will send a kid from my flock”™ (Genesis 38 17)
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“And he said, ‘what pledge shall | give you”™" (Genesis 38 18)
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“Judah recognized them. and said, ‘She is more in the nght than 1, inasmuch as | did not give

her to my son Shelah™ (Genesis 38:26). The difference between this vindication and the
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speech from Abimelech to Sara hat Judah does not speak 1o Tamar d
not reflected in the tex e ed antecedemt However, since she 1s the last
|\\‘[\“'.:l"\!"""i' WO G ANSUETIC T 15 speaking to her aend 10 the peapic

Judah make the statement

L MOSES

Moses never speaks to a woman i the text One would have expected that he would have had
some sort of sparse conversation with his wife, but as was stated above, no such dialogue
occurred. He has no spoken relationship with his adoptive mother, nor with his biological
mother--the former speaks in the text while the later does not Considering the fact that we
know nothing of Moses’ life between his adoption by Pharaoh’s daughter and his “going out
1o his kinsfolk and witnessing their labors™ (Exodus 2°11) this 1s not surpnsing However, us
sister Miriam appears in the text during the escape from Egvpt throughout the wilderness
account Yet Moses and Miriam never speak Furthermore. Moses did in fact have a perfect
opportunity in the text to speak to a woman--or 1o a small group of women, to be more
precise In the book of Numbers, we read the account of the daughters of Zelophehad who
come to Moses with a plea: to allow them to inherit their father's property since there was

no male heir to inherit We know from the narrative that their plea was heard and accepted.

but through the narrator and not through Moses

+ JOSEPH

Joseph speaks to a woman only once in the text. He tells Potaphar’s wife that he will not lie
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his master and for God This concludes loseph s speaking contact with women characters
the text

L THE MIDWIVES

This is the second time that a cohversation transpires in the text between characters who are
not related—either by blood or by marriage The first time this type of conversation oc curred
was with Eleazar and Rebekah In this dialogue, the pharaoh speaks to the midwives

instructing them to kill all of the Hebrew male babies in order to control the Israelte

population in the land of Egypt
R4 12-OR QUIART-OU NORTI NTIYT-NN 127273 IDRM
ST RO N3-0ORY NN DR

The king of Egypt spoke to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named
Shiphrah and the other Puah, saying, ““When vou deliver the Hebrew women
look at the birth stool, if it is a boy, kill him. if it is a girl let her live ™

(Exodus 1:16)
However. the midwives did not follow Pharach’s instructions at all because of their fear of
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God Pharaoh summons them. calling aut 10 them angnly
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So the king Pt su he midwives ancl smd to them. “Why have

vou done th the bovs live™ (Exodus | 18)
Initiallyv. Pharach addresses the nudwives because he has an order to impart This nme he
addresses the women in order 1o ascertain why that order was not followed The information

requested is not of a personal nature, it 15 of national imporntance Thewr behavior--and their

words to Pharaoh will directly impact on the well-being of countless of slaves in Egypt

L PRIEST OF MIDIAN (REUEL) TO HIS DAUGHTERS

Afier Moses flees from Egypt, he encounters another provocation The daughters of
Reuel encounter Moses at the well in Midian He protects them from passers-by and they go
home. Their father questions their early arrival

01T R I IR PR AR DRIV TIRIM

“When they returned to their father Reuel, he said, "How is it that you have come back so
soon today”™ (Exodus 2. 18) They explain to their father how the “Egyptian” man saved them
from the men at the well, and he responds

o 528" 15 [RTP @IRT-NR ATV T RS 1R 1MN3-58 PR™M

“He said to his daughters, ‘Where is he then? Why did you leave the man”? Ask him in to
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break hread (1 » \ Reuel dog respond 1o the pr %

the man who sa
L] CONCLUSION

There are a scattenng wues and patterns that bewin to emerge n
discussion OF course. these patterns are not absolute--thev are generalizations bas l
information that the reader may ascertam from text When commumeate herr
respective wives (if’ they commumcate vith their wives at all). they do not commumcate
loving. tender thoughts Those moments of intimacy are never recorded n the text--perhaps

the biblical author felt that such discussion would prove to be imprudent  Céntain refation
are characterized by the narrator as being full of devotion and caring_ but this charactenzatic
is expressed only in the narration and not in the actual speech recorded between the 1y
parties Furthermore. when men ‘address womerr that they are familiar to them--wives
daughters. or daughters-in-law--they do so in familial language, ordering women (1 ¢
Abraham to Sarah when he tells her to pretend that she is his sister, or when he tells her to
make cakes), speaking down to women (i.e Judah to Tamar when he mstructs her 1o go 1o
her father’s house ). and berating women (i.e Jacob to Rachel when she begs him for
children) Only when men address women who are strangers do they use “polite” language
(such as when Judah addresses Tamar when he does not recognize her compared to the time

when he addressed her and did know her identity.) Thus far. the relationship between men and

women--as defined through male discourse to women, is generally quite negative
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C hapter Three:
Woman to Man--the Intimate

Relationship?

Women 54 nuIcat en i the loral sparse Only s
men n the whole book Gienesis—Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel: L eah, and Tamar, and Potiphar
wite (who 1s unnamed) In the book ol Exodus. esen fewer women speak to men--the
muidwives, and Zippora (and we are not entirely sure to whom Zippora’s speech is 1)
In the book of Mumbers. the ce of women's speech 15 when the daughters ol
Zelophehad bring their case 10 Moses No woman speaks i the books ot Leviticus or
Deuteronomy In the book of Genesis the few times that women \‘l‘L:.lk to men. they speak

to their husbands about wanting 10 have intercourse--primarily for procreative and for status
reasons Yet outside of the book of Genesis, the few times that women speak 10 men then
speech is not about sexual matters at all In fact. the few times women do speak to men
outside of the book of Genesis the Subject matter 1s business oriented We will look at each

of these women separately and determine the nature of their speech to their male

counterparts

L SARAH

Sarah is the first of the female biblical characters who speaks with a man Her words
are filled with jealousy and always regard sexual issues. She begins the pattern by which
women in the book of Genesis speak to their husbands or other men about sexual matters If
one is to analyze: Sarah through her spoken words toward her husband, she 1s not seen in a

favorable way by the biblical authors. Sarah’s agtions are contradictory and somewhat
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perhaps | shall have a s (Crenesis 10 2 Yet the next iime she spea hara

subsequently blames Abraham tor Hagar treating her poorly on account of the.tact that he had

sexual relations with her
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“The wrong done me is vour fault' 1 myself put my maid in your bosom. now that she sees
that she is pregnant, 1 am lowered in her esteem The | ORD decide between you and me

(Genesis 16 8) Sarah wins this battle-- Abraham gives her permission to treat Hagar as she
wishes. Sarah’s speech is not recorded again until several years later, when Ishmael 1s a young

boy and Sarah gives birth to Isaac The third and final time that Sarah speaks, she demands

Abraham to kick Hagar and Ishmael out of the household

@ 8O 93 [133-NRY DN IORT @2 DTNARD MRM
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“(ast out that slave-woman and her son, for the son of that slave shall not share in the
inheritance with my son lsaac "(Genesis 21.10). The reason that Sarah gives for the
banishment of Hagar and her prodigy is clear--she tries to protect her son’s status by forcing

Abraham’s elder son away from the establishment
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0 Tes er former slave ¢. the Code declares that 15 e
separate from his wife who has borne y children. he shall give her the amount ot |
purchase monev and the downy which she brought from her father's house. and let her go

Certainlv. Abraham made no threat of any sort to Sarah about leaving her or ashimg her to

leave. but the social mores were vulnerable to this type of action There are ancjent Near Fast

texts that deal specifically with this matter The Nuzi contracts that deal with this matter

actually determine that should the wife prove 16 be barren she must give her husband a slave-
woman. For example, “(Miss) Kelim-ninu has been given in marmage 10 Mr Shennima I
Kelim-ninu does not bear. Kelim-ninu shall acquire a woman of the land of Lulu (1 e . a slave-
girl) as wifie for Shennima ™ 1t is clear from this kind of documents that it is the husband who
made the stipulation to take a concubine in these cases, but in the biblical examples that we

have. it is the wife’s initiative Nevertheless, it is obvious from these practices that in these

societies female sterility was a disgrace

' Yhe Ancient Near Fast, Volume I 172
* ANET 153 .
* ANET 220
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This contention s~ totally unsupporied by the discourse

nformation that we have she 1s v AWare
of her shortcoming as a barren woman. and displays tremendous jealol I"her mard servant
through her discourse with Abraham In fact other commentators take the opposing view and

condemn Sarah for her actions based updn these lines. Ramban states that Sarah sinned in he

e her a son who

relationship with her maid servant Because of this sin he continues. God
was destined to bring suffering upon his parents Abraham and Sarah ' Whether her actions
were justifiable according to the situation, Sarah’s speech does not exemplify the pious,
carious, gracious Matriarch that the later commentators personify The few times that Sarah
speaks to her husband. her words concern her status and her son’s status. as well as
Abraham’s sexual relationship with another woman. She portrays herself as a complex and

jealous personality through her discourse with Abraham

Y Jorat Chaim, Bereshit 127
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¢ REBER AT

Rebebah s a tascmat for the purposes of this study because she does
fit the pattern established by the er matriarchs  Rather. she sets her own mold. and s
duplicated by few women i subsequent test There seems to'be a direct correlation betweer
Rebekah's ability 10 speak and her capability to mampulate vanous situations Rebekah
first woman who takes control throuzh her speech. speaking just as much as (or more than)

her husband The bibhical authors introduce Rebekah in conjunction with leaza
Abraham’s senvant e appears outside the city of Nahor with ns entourage ol ten
camels. laden with a selection of gifts for Isaac's future spouse. One can imagine the
extraordinary sight that awaits Rebekah as she approaches the well at evening time
Rebekah is ravishing, but the biblical authors define her not only according to her
beauty: They make her an active participant in all matters that pertain to her (and later
to her family ) Rebekah addresses the Abraham s servant. tends to his needs and to

the needs of his camels
SR PENY TT-SY 1T 1M RM IR ANY IPRM
3 | ]
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“Drink. my lord. she said, and she quickly lowered her jar upon her hand and let him drink
When she had let him drink his fill, she said. ‘1 will also water your camels, until they fimsh

drinking ™ (Genesis 24 18-19) She then provides him with hospitality as he has

requested:

AnRAY I35 797 MR T25R-13 728 SRIN3-N3 1ox BRm
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She |L'F'|I\“\! I am the dauebter of Bethuel the son of Milcah, whom she bore to SNahor wned
she went on, “ There 1s pleniv of s | feed at home. and also room to spend the muht
(Genesis 24 24-25) When she s asked if sheowould marry Isaac. she gives verbal

consent and determines that she will eo with Abraham’s servant without delay None
of the other women in the text are asked if they would marry their tuture husbands--
Rebecca 1s the only one

This verbal consent should be examined closely. Whether Rebekah's consent
was required for the marriage itself or because m this case she had to leave her
father's land for a foreign land is not clear. But a fascinating parallel to the degree of
independence enjoved by the woman is to be found n a Nuzi manuscript which
accounts that a male gives his sister in marriage 10 a certam Hurazzi man_ In the
presence of witnesses the brde proclaimed: “With my consent my brother Akkulenm
gave me as wife to Hurazz1™ The act of speaking such consent seems to play an
important role in the exchange. Another fascinating point to be emphasized 1s that we
do not hear Laban or Bethuel asking the question. They are silent! We only hear
Rebekah's response to their question, which is posed by the narrator i third person
The act of Rebekah giving her acceptance vocally seems to be more important than
hearing the question.

In later years. Rebekah's voice will again become the focal point of her
component of securing the paternal blessing for her favorite son, Jacob. Through her
speech, she manipalates the action. devises and implements the plan to fool Isaac
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Rebekah plots with Jacob ¢ s weak and ur iether thas is the correct thing to
do. she convinces lom otherw
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Rebekah said 10 her son lacot I overheard your fathes «;‘L‘.||\|r‘-_ 1o vou

brother Esau. saving ‘Bring me some game and prepare a dish for me 1o eat

my son

that | may bless vou . with the Lord’s approval. before | die ™ N
listen carefulty as | instruct vou. Go to the flock and fetch me two choice Kids
and I will make of them a dish for your father, such as he likes Then rake it

to vour father to eat, in order that he may bless vou before he dies  (Genesis

27 6-10)

Rebekah has already shown her ability to speak™io a stranger and choose her destiny to
become lsaac’s wife Now. she continues to utilize her tongue to assure her Jacob will
succeed in fulfilling his destiny Rebekah speaks out to her son. demanding a certain action
from him by which the will of God will be fulfilled Even though he is unsure of her request,
and attempts to defy her wishes, she replies in a manner which gives him no choice in the
matter

~5.mp 791 Yop3a yaw X 23 TN°5P Sy 1R 12 R
“Your curse, my son, be upon me! Just do as | say and go fetch them for me"(Genesis 27 13)
Her words are authoritative and Jacob accepts her control without arguing back again
Rebekah is the only mother in the Pentateuch to address a son or a daughter Because she is

the only one to do so, it is unclear if this is a significanf observation However, we do notice
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that Jacob listens 10, responds to. and obevs s mother s requests The same

be made n the to

These final words that Rebehah speaks to her son age ones which save his ite She
knows from the reports that ha «en brought to her about her son (the way Jacob wil
eventually receive reports about his sons from Joseph) are troe, and senses the immediate

danger that Jacob faces
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When the words of her older son Esau were reported to-Rebekah. she sent for
her younger son Jacol and said to him, “Your brother Esau us consoling
himself by planning to kill you Now, my son. listen to me Flee at once to
Haran. to my brother Laban Stay with him a while, until your brother’s fury
subsides--until your brother’s anger against you subsides--and he forgets what
you have done to him, Then I will fetch you from there Let me not lose you
both in one day'” (Genesis 27 42-45)
Once again, Rebekah speaks in clear complete thoughts, without interruption. Her
purpose is to save both of her sons--Jacob from Esau. and Esau from the authonties
She is levelheaded and in control. She is--by far--the most astute and masterful of the
matriarchs, and yet she embodies womanly charm and virtue in her conduct. in her
spirited discourse, in her thoughtfulness, and in her self-assurance through dialogue

Rebekah does not fit the mold in any manner. Her significant relationships with men through

speech are with Abraham’s servant Eleazar and with her son Jacob. She speaks to her
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husband only 1 ; sfhe

men (and et '

L] RACHEL and LEAHN

Rachel and 1 eah eac ¢ 1he ; f th their hushap WOl ¢ rel

and does not respond 101 I Rachel speaks twice. Leah speaks Cu

words that they speak 1 TS ecorded as il they spoke 10 am uetlhe When th
speak separately. the jssue revolves ar wind sexual matters—each sister wants to sleep with her
husband in order to conceive and receive recognition from her husband tor her abihity 10
provide him with sons  Rachel bewins by begging her husband for children 1eah had

already borne four sons 1o Jacob before Rachel’s envy finally explodes m
confrontation with Jacob. Just as |;w.-_'cn\ was a sign of divine favor. so barrenness
was a sign of divine punishment or of the woman being forgotten by God. There was
no worse fate than barrenness in a patriarchal society in which a woman's mamn
function was the bearing of children. Therefore. Rachel’s jealously and anger burst
forth at Jacob in the impulsive and violent outery {which happens to be Rachel’s first
recorded speech in the Bible)
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“When Rachel saw that she had borne Jacobno children. she became envious of her
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stster. and Rachel sand 1 I Ih v | shall di Cienesis
Fhe demand give 1T 3708 explosive and the ser [ dying expresses imminenct
iht 1 am dead Rachel. tl wren wile. asks not for one child but tor children
(2723--plural) Jacob’s rebukes his wite, with a cunous and unfechng reph “A\m |
in the place of God. whao as withheld from you the frunts of the womb” Nevertheless
n-desperanon 1o vield progeny for her beloved hushand. Rachel tells Jac
maid Bilhah
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“Consort with her. that she may bear on my knees and that through her | too may ha
children™(Genesis 30.3) He does so. and Bilhah does give birth to a son for Jacob/Rachel
Leah then “borrows™ Jacob from her sister, and relays to him in a somewhat humorous

moment in the text that “vou are to sleep with me. for I have hired you with my son’s

mandrakes” (Genesis 30 16) It proves to be a good deal for both sisters Leah proceeds to
bear three more sons and a daughter, while Rachel also conceives and bears a son God at last

having “opened her womb ™

Rachel and Leah share a rare moment of strength and unmity in 3l 14-16 as they

convince Jacob together that the household inheritance might belong to them
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Then Rachel and Leah w ed him. savin Have we sull a share in the

mhentance ol he ¢ Surely. he recards us as outsiders. now tha

he has sold us ! wirchase price Truly. all the wealth that
God has taken away ror father belongs is and 1o our ¢h N
then, do as God has old Genests 11 14 )
wor 1 szt of i . N—— . for th
However. this momg ] e | ¢ wister s spoken words is tamted, for the words that they
respond to are unvenfiable speech There 1s no record of the interesting dream that Jacob
relaved 10 the women Fven though they are not Iving, they assist him in perpetuating his lies

therefore reducmg the effectiveness of their speech However. their speech does provide the
only information we have about 1eah and Rachel's relationship with their father--ther
impressions is that he regards them as “outsiders™ now that he has used up their purchase
price. Yet they, like the daughters of Zelophehad hint that they and their children should be
the inheritors of their father's estate They do not stress this point. but they make it indirectly

Rachel speaks to a man onge more in the text--when her father comes to their
entourage in search of his household idols Rachel hides the idols under her. and blatantly lies
to her father, using a familiar excuse to excuse her inability to nse before him

D0 2P 59 815 72 TR MW IMOR AIR-5OR RRM
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For she said to her father, “Let not my lord take it amiss that 1 cannot rise before vou, for the
period of women is upon me” (Genesis 31.35). Not only does she lie about the fact that she
is menstruating, but she does so by utilizing a sexual matter to fool her father This is the only
time that this father and daughter communicate Rachel’s theft of the teraphim is subject to
many interpretations ranging from psvchological to legal, all attempting to explain her

apparent rash behavior The Nuzi texts demonstrate that the household gods were the very
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L4 TAMAR

W hereas Sarah does not utt vord in her own defense. neither when Abr sks
her to pose as his sister, nor w Pharac Abime
Famar does quite the opposite She takes matters into her own hands. and using her Is
in a deceptive manner. manages 10 re-acquire her status and her position in the society. When

she hears that her father-in-law is on his way toward her for the sheepshearing, she dresses
in a way so that he will not recognize her. and allows him to proposition her Then. she takes
charge, "and manipulates him into a position Ifrom which he cannot escape First, she
negotiates her price
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“What." she asked. “will you pay for sleeping with me”"" (Genesis 38 16) When he offers
a kid from his flock (not the one that she deserved or expected all of those vears') she corners

him
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You must leave me a plédue u e sent i Gienesis 38 17 She then specifies
what that pledee should by
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Your seal and cord. and the stall whch vou carmy  (Genesis s 15) Finally, after she
succeeds in getting pregnant. and he orders her put 1o death (not that he seemed ternbiy
concerned about her welfare or mentioned a word about her until this point in the narrative)

Tamar savs to Judah
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**1 am pregnant by the man to whom these belong  Examine these--whdse seal and cord and
staff are these” "(Gienesis 38 25) Sure enough, through these two conversations with Judah
she regains her status in society |dl'(ld.; 1s admired as a woman who asserted her rights in a
patriarchal society--albeit through deception--despite Judah's attempt to deny them As
Rebekah helps Jacob obtain the blessing which was rightfully his according to the Divine plan,
Tamar uses the power of the word to obtain what is due to her Yet, as opposed to Sarah
who regained her status and wealth, there seems to be a lingering injustice here Judah leaves

Tamar as a single mother. with no hint of assistance for her child or for herself Afier he

vindicates her, he never speaks to her nor to their offspring again

¢ POTIPHAR'S WIFE

Once again, the central issue here is sexual We already know from the text that Joseph was
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good lookine so 11 1s not sumns od ool { momnto a cnists After he had hived
in Potiphar s house tor some time. the tet tells us that Ponphar s wife looked at Joseph and
simply sard. “Lie with me (Genesis 39 7) When | fused. the woman turns acamst
jgn.l;ph and pretends that he s the perpetrator 1t is m ine: 1o compare her statlement I
her servants and her statement 10 her husband
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She called dut to her servants and said to them, “Look, he had to bring us a
Hebrew to dally with us' This one came to lie with me, but | screamed aloud
And when he heard me screaming at the top of my voice, he left his g@rments
with me and got away and fed outside ~ (Genesis 39 14-15)
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Then she told him the same story, saying, “The Hebrew slave whom vou
brought into our house came to me to dally with me, but when | screamed at
the top of my voice, he left his garment with me and fled outside " (Genesis

39 17-18)

From the context of the story, the reader knows that her words are totally fabnicated
She cannot gain Joseph's affections. so she resorts to lying in order to show him that her

words are more powerful than his We haye noted how the smallest change in phraseology.

any addition or omission 1o the text, may mark significant issue. Potiphar’s wife reported that

Joseph left his garment “by me” instead of “in her hand” as had actually happened Otherwise

the truth might have become self-evident to her heagers. She did not change her account
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regarding Joseph s paniched s himself | er whil Y (g —

- awon of this normal paci lear that b I had !
resumphion of mia or Te it her slaves had. perhaps seen Joseph

leave But v e tepeat he s J ind she stressegh simply that “he fled

in arder to strengthen the nse ol ou She underscored both in the account to her
slaves. who heard nothine. and to her husband that she cned out. in order to exonerate hersell
from anv impression of being an accessory to the deed

her livhit h n n Patimh ” 1 ¢ A lan. 1

Further light 1s thrown on Potiphar s wite s evil slandernng of Joseph in another subtle
difference between her ariculation ol the account to her slaves, and following to her husband
She does not use the term “skaves” when addressing the slaves themselves Joseph 1s simply

-

called "3y TN (literally. a Hebrew man) To her husband. however. she says Y113V
=377 (the Hebrew slave) In order 1o win over her slaves and gain their empathy she tnes

not to establish any feeling of cooperation among the slaves for Joseph as one of them They
would instinctively take the side of a fellow rather than the side of the master or mistress
Therefore she carefully altered her tone and said that it was not one of them but a stranger.
a Hebrew. the common enemy of all of them To intensify the impression and stimulate their
hostility toward Joseph she does not say that the Hebrew slave came unto me, but rather,
“Look. he had to bring us a Hiebrew to dally with us!™" She tried to transmit to them that “the
Hebrew has not only wronged me but all of us, he has dishonored the whole Egyptian
nation!” This conception woulld have been rather far from the truth. Potiphar’s wife lumps her

slaves together with herself as part of one category in her effort to gain pity. The common

* Leibowitz 418
" Liebowitz 418-419
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adversan 1s the Ji 1w ext vt led. th i
L ¢ recarded. the 1re Jous
distincnon between slase loork cause of temp \ terest
¢ THE MIDWIVES
The midwives bravely del Pharaoh’s command that they Ml eveny male Jewish

baby They did not dety him by Hathy refusing to do his will--that wou

death tor the nudwives, and would
tor their lack of success
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“Because the Hebrew women are not like the Egyptian women. they are vigorous Betore
the midwife can come to them. they have wiven birth™ (Exodus 1 19) Instead ol making
excuses that they were “only following orflers” and that they were “good citizens following
the law” even though in their hearts they knew that it was unjust, they decided to choose the
higher principle of saving live over Pharaoh’s command The nuance of their conversation that
we are interested in here is the fact that these two midwives speak directly to the ruler of
Egypt. He addresses them, they respond to his questions. When Sarah is vindicated by
Abimelech, the king addresses her, but she does not reply Unlike the status of women in
many other ancient civilizations. Egyptian women seemed to have enjoyed the same legal and
economic rights as the Egyptian man--at least theoretically This concept is supported in

Egyptian artistry and inscriptions We are unsure w hy these privileges extended for the

* Liebowitz 419
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a sense--equal 1o ea | I
not Judicial disting 5 11 T ¢ hased much more upon social diffc ¢
classes. rather than | s and 5 ¢ S1¢
class to another (as we saw above witl ¢ discussion reearding Potiphar’s wite), but watk
the given classes. it seems that equal economic cgal nehts were, | ¢ 5

corresponded to both men and women

usively female occupation I

sixteenth century of this era, midwifery was evervwhere an ex
was regarded as a violation of the code of modesty for a male. even a doctor, to be present
at a birth Midwiferv was thus one of the few occupations open to women, and it seems to
have been a prestigious profession in ancient Egypt * Therefore, we can expect that they

midwives were in a higher socio-economic position. and that their relationship with Pharaoh

was based upon this aspect of their rank

" Piccione. Peter A “Excursis I11: The Status of Women in Ancient Egyptian Society” |
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This passace spoher / ne of il cast-understood nenls
discourse in the entire text o es there 1s no ngmed antecedent We are not
it she speaks to Moses o 1 I 1 | o1 her words 1s elusive |
terminology 18 n sedd ehsew i
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So Zipporah took a fl n's foreskin, and touched his legs
with it, saving, “You ar zroom of blood to me!' And when He let
him alone. she added. ~ \ bndegroom of blood because of the circumcision

(Exodus 4 25-206)

+ THE DAUGHTERS OF ZELOPHEHAD

Qur final example of woman's speech directed to men m the Pentateuch 1s a appealing
one. The daughters of Zelophehad are the'first--and only—-group of women who speak out
to men for what they believe 1o be correct wihout the use of trickery or lies Moses prepares
the Tsraelites to enter the Land of Israel and assigns a portion of land to each family The
inheritance of this property is to pass from father to son from one generation to the next
When the daughters of Zelophehad heard this, they rose in protest before Moses Standing
in front of the mishkan they tell Moses and the leadership of the community that the law
inheritance from father to sons (and not to daughters) is unjust
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Qur father died i the wilderness He laction. Korah's
tactior fe I ed for lis own sin
and he has le 1 et wir | lost to lis clan yust
because he had ( 1 din ne our father's kinsmen
(Numbers 27 2-4)
|’l|1\'|1-‘:l\ !'d! wniles that these women “are not | |\\-":'.‘|;;f as prmaate ::';‘.:'\:.i;:_:!-\ but as gent
representatives and spokeswomen of all members of their sex ™ He continues. and remarks

that when the daughters hear Moses announce the laws of inhentance. they realize that they
}

are not included Instead of immediately rushing forward and loudly challenging him. the

Torah says that 722200 (they drew near) " In other words, they demonstrated patience

organized themselves, discussed the matter, formulated an approach, and then calmly “drew
near” to Moses with their concerns Other rabbinic interpreters also claim that the five
daugzhters chose their tactics and words of protest with great care Although they considered
the Torah law was unfair to them and 1o others, they demonstrated constant loyalty to Moses.
to their people. and to the Torah They drew the contrast between their father who had
remained loyal to Moses and other Israelites who had followed Korah Moreover. they
intentionally used expressions that clarified the distinction between them and those w ho had
said to Moses: “Give us a captain, and we shall return to Egypt.” Imitating that statement,
they tell Moses, “Give us an inheritance in the land ” In this way, the rabbis tell us, the

daughters proved their exceptional commitment to their people and to the Land of Israel

 Fields, Harvey ‘A Torah Commentary for Our Times -Volume Il Exodus and
Leviticus. 36
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+ CONCLLUSION

|:'\.L-;\- are certam themes tl i throughout the study of woman's speech 1o men
Manv of our examples tend 10 wihze speech to gau their s potentia lover s
affections/either tor procreation or other st clated issues (Sarah, Rachel, L.eah) These
type of women use pattemns of speech which ning of jealously te ward another wife/concubine
In most cases. there is a certain unassertiveness toward men Frontal confrontation does not

s we have discussed These women achieve their goals

occur in the majority of the st
through means of tnckery and bargaimng. and rarely through pure and honest speech Those
that do use deception are no more successful in their endeavors than those that do not In two
of the situations where women show a position of strength, their male counterparts tumn to
God for counseling about how 1o deal with the issue (Sarah when she-asked Abraham to
expel Hagar from the household, and Zelophehad daughters when they ask Moses to allow
them to inherit their father’s estate ) | cn;u]c characters who are “weak ™ players--those who
generally do not make their own decisions-~do not respond to men’s speech  Conversely
those women that take charge of situations tend to speak back more These are the common
themes that are found when women speak to men in the Pentatuch This chapter further

substantiates the notion from Chapter Two. many difficulties arise when men and women

communicate with each other in the Pentateuch
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Chapter Four:
Man to Man--Business, Politics, and Power Plays

L] INTRODL C TTON

Thepe are numerous examples of “man to man  direct discourse in the Torah In tact
there are so mam instances of this type ol dialogue s difficult 1o divide the
character bv character as in chapters two and three Abraham speaks te a vanety ol people
and his speaking continues from scene 1o scene F'heretore. tor the sake of clarny, thes chaprer

is arranged by story instead of by character The majority of the imes that men speak to men
in the text. their concém focuses on business and economic related matters (not stnctly
interpersonal ones) There are a few situations that do not fit this patterns. but the vast

majority do Further, many of these characters succeed. or attempt to succeed in these matters

by way of deceptive: practices We will further explore these themes in the following chapters

I'he Book of Genesis
v THE FIRST MURDER
The first episode of direct discourse between Iwo human beings in the text is one
which has been the cause for vast commentary the “dialogue” that transpired between Cain
and Abel in the field
53m1-5) 9P PM TIP3 BMYTI TN AR O37-58 TP RN

TN N

“Cain said to his briother Abel . . and when they were in the field. Cain set upon his brother

L ——————




Abel and killed him™ (Genesis 4 81 As stated i Chaprer One. there s a problem with this

incident of direct discourse “We has ¢ a named speaker and a name

no record of what 1s sand S ! FIRRYY i thes imstance dog

not mean specch a . &5 was previous scussed wt En ranslat 5. Lhe
| :

translators mark the unrecorded “speect h ee dots hich draw attention the

imterruption. The Aramaic Targums. bhe the Greek. Svnan Latin ersions of

the text. add “Come lét us go mto the field” which solves the diffic "

iceably absent in the Masoric lext

speech However. this emendation is

Ramban also took this to be the sense of the passage ~ Others took Hebrew TR2R™ 10 mean

“He had words with him ~* Since we have no way ol knowing what this dialogue could have

been. it will no longer be treated as direct discourse for the duration of this study

* THE FIRST SISTER WIFE INCIDENT
T'he sister-wife motif occurs three times in the Torah This i1s the first of the incidents

All three passages wive essentially a similar account: a patnarch (Abram/Abraham. or Isaac)

visits a foreign nation 1n the company of his wife (Sarai/Sarah, or Rebekah) Fearing that the

woman's attractiveness might become a source of danger to himself as the husband, the man

resorts to the schieme of passing himself off as the woman's brother, and gains economic

" Ehrman, Albert 164-167

* Jorat Chaim, Bereshit 1, RY
' Sarna Understanding Genesis 33
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success and material posses . i exchanve ther directly or indirects his first
account s told almost entirely i the twith the ception of Abram s fequest of Saa
and the tollowine quotavoen) Aier G i b i isehold th pl e I

Sarair s accoudm. Pharaoh called Abra nd sand to lm
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Pharaoh sent for Abram and sard, “What 1s this vou have done to me' Why did

vou sav “she is my sister. so that | took her as my wife? Now, here is vour

wife, take her and beg (Genests 12 18-149)

Pharaoh literally threw him out of the land (putting men in charge of him to escort him out
of the land) (Genesis 12 20) We know from this action as well as-the grammatical
=197 12 (take

construction of Pharaoh’s speech that he was funous —-he tells Abram to her

and get out) The consequence of Abraham’s deception i that he gains great economic wealth

due to his “sister” Sarah’s connection with the Pharaoh

L4 ABRAHAM and LOT

The next encounter that Abraham has is with his nephew Lot. One of the apparent themes that
emerges from Abraham’s speech as opposed to Lot’s speech is Abraham’s magnammous
behavior verses Lot’s selfish nature. The narrative explains that Lot and Abraham each had
so many possessions that the land could not support them both. Therefore, they needed 10
spread their respective material possessions out over a larger area of land--an issue of dividing

up territory. Additionally, their herdsmen were quarreling; with one another about undisclosed

(]




matters Theretore Abraham addresses I nd selfless lers his nephew the first choice
of grazing lands and waterin I
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Abram sa .ot
herdsmen and vours. foi
Let us separate. it you wo nor

north = (Genesis 13 8-9)
Abraham recognizes that a problem existed and it would only continue 1o grow  Therefore

they decide to dissolve their partnership of sorts Lot does not respond to Abraham’s ofter

through speech. rather. the narrator offers information about the lands Lot chose This lack
of response is significant. Not only does Lot neglect to thank Abraham for his generosity. but
he does not acknowledge the offer at all Radak says that Abraham acknowledges that he has
seniority. and should be the one to choose the piece of land * However, he offers his nephew
Lot first choice in order to avoid quarreling and bickening Ramban elaborates on this point,
remarking that Abraham wishes to avoid strife in order to give the appearance of unity
between Lot and himself. so they will not appear weak in front of the Canaanites and the

Prizites *

* ABRAM'S RESCUE OF LOT

Lot, by virtue of his association with Sodom is taken captive and his possessions are pillaged

* lorat Chaim, Bereshit |, NOp
* Jorat Chaim, Bereshit 1, 20P
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| pon learmng the news, Abra ocal) alhes nmediately musters
an armed torce and s i | r | swue s nephew  After he
he 1s ureeted and blessed by X eh. prest-hine of Salen
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And King Melchizedek of Salem brought out bread and wine. he was a priest
of God Most High He blessed them, sayi Blessed be Abram of God Most
High. Creator of th And blessed be God Most High. Who has

delivered vour foes into vour hand © And | Abram| gave him a tenth ol

evernvthing (Genesis 14 18-21)

He mentions God not once. but twice in his blessing, and praises Abram, for he is connected
with this God Abram offers him a tithe of the booty. perhaps in pavment for this blessing”
Therefore. this is a business transaction. of sorts In direct contrast, the King of Sodom
speaks next. offering a business proposition that Abraham deems unacceptable

= @7 PRI 29-1N 2N3R-DR OT10-00 INRM
“Then the king of Sodom said to Abram, "Give me the persons, and take the possessions for
vourself™ (Genesis 14 21). Abram is not at all pleased with this offer. and responds
accordingly
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But Abram said to the king of Sodom. “I swear to the LORD, God Most
High. Creator of heaven and earth: 1 will not take so much as a thread or a
sar-\'dal strap of what is yours, you shall not say, ‘It is | who made Abram rich’
For me, nothing but what my servants have used up, as for the share of the
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Abram refus " SS0)
with s¢o mugt \ | 1 e\
interested in rescumng | K hid 5 | I'he firs
offers praise tor God and Abram returns his words with pavment  The second kin
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+ ABRAHAM and the THREE MEN

This 1s the first example of a group of men speaking 1o an individual man Why would

these strange men speak to Abraham”? As we begin 1o infer from the text. these are
ordinary human beings They have a message for Abraham from an undisclosed source
However. their message is a sign from God that the contract between God and Abraham will

eventually be fulfilled  The first indication of something unusual is their knowledge of Sarah’s

name

TINER @ TR 1ON TIRRM
“They said to him, ‘Where is your wife Sarah”™ (Genesis 18 9) As noted by Rambam. this
question is merely a rhetorical device for the purpose of politely opening a conversation about

Sarah, similar to the question that God asks Adam “Where are you”" (Genesis 3.9) Abraham

responds to them =83 71377 “There, in the tent” (Genesis 18:9) They continue speaking

to Abraham. even though their words will affect Sarah (who is now listening from inside the

¢ Torat Chaim, Bereshii 1,77
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hen.one sad el v end vea | vour wite Sarah shall have

ason’ (Genesis |8

Thev give Abraham mside mnformanon that this child would armve. although they do not
reveal therr source These men never reveal through speech tl wre messencers of God
Rashi states that we n hese messeneers are divme in the followimne manner the
man who speaks in I8 10w tees that he will return at the tme when Sarah will wive birth

Only an immortal being could a

v that he would be alive at a given time in the tuture

indirectly that he is divine  However. it 1s unclear

Iheretore. Rashi surmises, this bémg ¢
that the antecedent is aware of this divine status Apparently. God wishes to dehiver a message
to Abraham that the contract between them will be fulfilled--that he will indeed have a son
to inherent the land God knows that \hl.l!;.iih is concerned about progeny. therefore. God

sends messengers 1o appease him. Abraham does not respond to this proclamation. and this

is the end of their involvement with Abraham and Sarah. God sends these messengers to
assure Abraham that their contract will indeed come to fruition. God will not breach this

condition of their contract

¢ LOT: CONVERSATION WITH THE MEN

This is the second conversation that happens between a group of men and an individual man

7 Jorat Chaim Bereshii 1. R
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Unlike the first recorded dalowu e positive messave relaved to Abram about Sarah's
mpending preanancy, this conyersat loes not have athirmative connotations In the Abram
dialogue there are three exchanues. the first sentence mimiated by the group of men. responded

to by Abram. and answered by one ot the wroup In this dialogue, a similar pattern occurs
The group speaks. Lot responds. and the group speaks agam

MSYEE TR IRI-OER SDINT TR YD 1IDR™ I1S.SR IR

ANR MY NIONR ORI
And they shouted at Lot and thev said to him. “Where are the men who came
o you tonight” Bring them out to us. that we mav be intimate with them
(Genesis 19 5)
The people of Sodom are demanding and rude. willing to take advantage of these strangers

for their own pleasures The meaning of their words is undeniably sexual  The biblical authors

introduce their discourse with the verb Y™™ which has a stronger meaning than to simply
“call out " In Genesis 26 9. Abimelech calls Isaac 8777 and berates him for lying about
Rebekah Another example is Exodus 1 18 when Pharaoh calls RTIP™) the midwives and

reprimands them for their disobedience. In this instance. the men of Sodom scream out at
Lot. Ramban says that it was their “custom” to have intercourse with male strangers who
armive in the city. Hospitality was a sacred duty in the Near East and bestowed upon the guest
the right of asylum. However. perhaps offering hospitality was not customary in the city of
Sodom--where there was so much evil already. When Lot offered hospitality to these men,
he might have breached the convention of the city. By context we may infer that the people
of Sodom were inflamed. Why else would Lot have shut the door behind him when he

stepped out of the house? Furthermore, we may infer that Lot is aware that he has breached
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the convention. because he offers nise--a replacement model in the plac
of these stranuers

SRR NION SRR TRAR TS ST NS 070 309K RE
IR R-TINITIN @ON DT-RD WR DI MM YO RI-TITADAN
WYN-2R PRTIVWZIRD DT ATMYI WD DWW 220K

TMEEE B IR 199 YD AT
‘ -t AN - - - -

So Lot went out 1o them 1o the entrance. shut the door behind him, and said
rong Look. | have two

daughters who have not known a man Let me bring them out o you, an

| beg vou, my friends, do not commt such a v

may do to them as you Pease but do not do anvthing to these men, since they

have come under the shelter of my roof ™ (Genesis 19 7-8)

The biblical authors stressed Lot's warm hospitality to the strangers who arrived in Sodom
He was. after all. Abraham’s nephew Even though he was not like Abraham m mam ways
he might have learned the art of welcoming the stranger. Lot knew that it was the host's
responsibility to protect guests trom danger. even at the nsk of exposing himself (or his Fanuly

or possessions) to the danger *

UM3 Y 01D BB TND-R2 IR IIRRN IR0 1R
ST 35 WM TRD 0192 @RI MM R 0

But they said, “Stand back! The fellow™ they said “came here as an alien, and
already he acts the ruler! Now we will deal worse with you than with them
(Genesis 19°9)
Their speech intensifies, becoming more violent and riotous Lot’s plea has fallen on deaf ears,
and the people are no longer interested in compromise or pacifying themselves They are in

a mood for a battle, and from what we know of the text, some sort of combat 1s steadily

* Sarna, JPS Commentary on Genesis 150
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approaching Thev do not expect the sudden flash of light that appears from the doorway of
the house These are the last recorded words of the people of Sodom before their city and the
surrounding areas are destroved

Unlike'the Abraham dialogue with the messengers from God. Lot and his visitors
continue the conversation within the house Now that Lot has seen a taste of the strangers’
power, he is ready 10 listen 10 what they have to say They identify themselves as messengers
of the Lord and tell him that the citv and the whole area surrounding them will be destroved
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Then the men said to Lot. “Whom else have you here? Sons-in-law, your sons
and daughters, or anyone else that you have in the city--bring them out of the
"place. For we are about 10 destroy this place. because the outcry against them
before the LORD has become so great that the LORD has sent us to destroy
it.” (Genesis 19°12-13)
Lot certainly takes their words to heart He has seen their power against the men of the city,
and is willing to accept their word that the city will be destroyed However, Lot’s word is not

taken as earnestly when he tries to repeat the same message (0 his sons-in-law

QIPRT-R WS WP BR™M N33 "npS 17IRM-5% 73T 010 RIM
A93AM 973 PASAD 1M PYA-NR T ANER-1D AT

So Lot went out and spoke to his sons-in-law, who had married his daughters,
and said, “Up, get out of this place, for the LORD is about to destroy the
city. " But he seemed to his sons-in-laws as one who jests (Genesis 19:14).

These sons-in-law are fairly peripheral to the family--never speaking and having nothing more

to do with the story. Their purpose is to lower Lot’s status by not giving thought to his
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words This action imphies that Lot's word had not been taken seriously in the past
Nevertheless. 1.ot knew that he had hittle time to spare. tor the next morming the angels told
him that it was time to leave the city
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As dawn broke, the angels urged Lot on, saying, “Up take your wife and your

two remaining daughters, lest you be swept away because of the iniquity of

the city ~ (Genesis 19 15)
Yet. in these final moments. Lot reconsiders. He does not respond to the messengers (vet)
but it is quite obvious that he does-not make haste in the manner that the messengers
intended. Therefore. they take him. his wife, and his two unmarried daughters by the hand and
figuratively drag them outside the boundanes of the city At this moment, they make a second

attempt to convince him that this matter is an urgent one If we compare these two utlerances.

the imperative does not change--the intensity does The first verse uses the phrase F12 02

(get up and take) while the second one employs a much stronger phrase to make the point--

1ﬂ93-5!? BB (run for vour life!) The biblical authors repeat the word ©9RIT (run)

to emphasize the urgency of the escape There are only three times that this word vubnn
19:22

appears in this form: twice in this verse, and once in

 3n-5r q@DI-5Y BODM WX BN DK DRVIITI 2T
mDON-1B LR 1A 1227-533 YNSRI TR

““Flee for your life! Do not look behind you, nor stop anywhere in the Plain, flee to the hills,
lest you be swept away!™’ (Genesis 19:17) Yet, the urgency and the immediacy of his words

do not affect Lot’s unwillingness to leave this land. The messengers have a specific purpose
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and they are unvielding in thew elloits to complete their tash Lot tnies 1o bargain with the
angels/men to compromise their objectives, and allow him to settle in a small town nearby
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But Lot said to them, “Oh no. my lord' You have been so gracious to your

servant. and have already shown me so much kindness in order to save my

life. but | cannot flee to the hills, lest the disaster overtake me and | die

Look. that town there is near enough to flee to, it is such a little place' Let me

flee there—it is such a little place--and let my life be saved ™ (Genesis 19 18-

20)
Lot emphasizes the fact that this town is a small place, if' it is not included in the zone of
destruction that it will not affect the ultimate ambition of eradication of this evil area He is
unhappy with the offer that he has already been given--an offer that he very well could not
refuse. It is interesting to note that he does not include his wife and his two daughters as part
of the negotiations. Surely, they were allowed to go with Lot to this small town in order to
survive the impending destruction However, the next verse uses ambiguous language One

cannot be sure that they were included, although there is no evidence that they were excluded
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He replied, “Very well, I will grant you this favor too, and I will not annihilate
the town of which you have spoken. Hurry, flee there, for | cannot do
anything until you arrive there ” Hence the town came to be called Zoar

(Genesis 19:21-22)
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The angels have a defined plan action First they instruct Lot to depart. and direct him 1o
remove his relatives as well Once he could not convince his sons-in-law to go. they proceed
to their contingency plan 1o inform the unmarried daughters who live i Lot's home. and
escape with them Cine could consider these messengers agents of God., commissioned to
remove Abraham's nephew from the impending destruction. Onge the have convinced Lot to
depart from this land, their mission is complete. and they leave Lot in lus pew place God's
messengers are like temporary workers who have a short term work load. and disappear when
their work is complete Lot understands that the city of Sodom is doomed and that he should
leave. vet he does not wanf to leave his successful lifestyle and his community His matenal

wealth and his persainal status are far too important for Lot to consider the bigger picture

+ ABRAHAM and ABIMELECH

The relationship between Abraham and Abimelech originates with the second sister-wife
incident in the Torah As we observed with the first version of this story, the king's men
kidnap Sarah (reasori unknown in this version) and God came to him in a dream to inform him
of his grave mistake. Once Abimelech is aware of his error, he immediately summoned

Abraham and said

SANBA-RY 125 NPY-R 15 TPRM BT3RS TORNIR RPM
~oR DDYR 19T REA AN25ER-5Y) YOU NRIT-D T
FORA 1R OTNAR-OR TORIIN WRMTRY MUY WY -RS
A 37NN NPY OO

Then Abimelech summoned Abraham and said to him, “What have you done
to us? What wrong have | done that you should bring so great a guilt upon me
and my kinjzdom? You have done to me things that ought not to be done
What, then,”* Abimelech demanded of Abraham: “was.your purpose in doing
this thing?” (Genesis 20:9-10)
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It 1s interesting how the speccl o~ fron g A ostster wile account 1o this second
account In the first account the phargoh simply asks “What s this vou have done to me

Why did vou sav “she s my sister. so that ook ber as myv wate” Now. here 1s your wile
take her and begone!” However. in comparison with the later sersion. one may infer that the
pharaoh had relatvely no interest in the answer to the questions that he posed Pharaoh is

concerned only for himself. while Abimelech is concemned for himselt aned Ins subgects. He
asks Abraham three times for an explanation Unlike the first account, where the biblical
authors recorded no response from Abraham. he responds and reveals his logic
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“1 thought,” said Abraham. “surely there is no fear of God in this place. and
they will kill me because of mv wife And besides. she is in truth my sister, my
father’s daughter though not my mothers. and she became my wife So when
God made me wander from my father’s house. | said to her. ‘Let this be the
kindness that you shall do me- whatever place we come to. say there of me
He is my brother ™ (Genesis 20 11-13)

This is a case of unverifiable quoted direct discourse Biblical narrative contains a number of’
illustrations in which a individual voices his/her unspoken musings from an earlier point in
time. The strategic purpose of such quotations is to demonstrate the point of view of the
speaker at an earlier time in an attempt 10 make his listener identify with his feelings both then
and at the present moment. In this verse, Abraham tries to excuse his action by appealing to

his earlier fear for Sarah’s security, but the narrator has made no endeavor to support

Abraham’s claim to these thoughts Abraham can claim to have thought anything at all. and
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no other character can possibly refite lim As such. the value of such thoughts is intrinsically
limited * 1n the tollow ine verse, we observe how  effectve Abraham's words will be

AW TNV 302 TNIBD I 1IN PRMAR DM
“And Abimelech saicl. "Here. my land 1s before vou. settle wherever you please™ (Genesis

20 15) Abraham successfully convinces Abimelech that his answer is plausible and that he
is worthy of forgiveness Unlike the first account of the story, where the pharaoh sends
Abram and Sarai away. they are now invited to stay in the dominion of the ruler Abimelech
invited Abraham to give an explanation for his actions, Abraham explained himself (whereas
in the last account he: had no response) and the outcome was favorable Abraham keeps his
wealth. Sarah is vindicated (as we have already discussed in a previous chapter) and with this
command to settle in the land. the second sister-wife narrative concludes * This episode
provides the basis for future agreements. pacts. and negotiations It allows the two characters
to make an initial exchange The next ime lh;]t Abimelech speaks to Abraham, it is about a
different matter altozether However, the content is not clearly defined
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At that time Abimelech and Phicol, chief of this troops, said 1o Abraham.
“God is with you in everything that you do. Therefore swear to me here by
God that you will not deal falsely with rive or with my kith and kin, but will
deal with me and with the land in which you have sojourned as loyally as |
have dealt with you " (Genesis 21:22-23)

? Savran 49
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We know that these two leaders ash Abraham for fair treatment and to deal with them
equitably Radak and Ramban sav that Abimelech comes with his advisor Phicol after they
heard about Isaac’s birth--assuming that Abraham is powertul, wealthy. and close to God--
and attempt to modify the agreement that Abimelech made with Abraham after the sister-wife
incident. They demand that Abraham provide payment for the land that had already been
given to him protection and fair treatment for three generations " This statement implies that

Abraham possessed a certain amount of power that was feared and respected among the

inhabitants of the land. Therefore. Abimelech and Phicol ask Abraham to make a treat) of

alliance which establishes the rights. duties. and obligations of the parties toward each other
In response. Abraham agrees to this treaty (though we still are unsure to what it refers)

VIR DR OT7TAR TRNM
“And Abraham said ‘1 swear it” (Genesis 21 24)

The Midrash tells us that Abraham admonishe's Abimelech. saying that he will swear to this
new modification. but only out’of the goodness of his heart "' Abraham tells the king that he
has treated him unjustly. he then tells Abimelech that the king’s servants have seized a well
from Abraham’s servants. Abimelech denies knowledge of this incident, saying that:
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But Abimelech said, “I do not know who did this; you did not tell me, nor
have | heard of it until today.”(Genesis 21:26)

9 Yorat Chaim Bereshir 1,07

U Jorat Chaim Bereshit 1,107
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Abimelech demes knowledue of this incident. but states his readiness to make a new treaty

These are business negotiations hey are attempting to establish ownership of property and
land nights It appears that there was a question pertaimng 10 the ownership of this specific
well Therefore. they make a new agreement. or modify the agreement to indicate that the
well is the property of Abraham In order ta establish this ownership Abraham must give

Abimelech something of value Out of the payment for the rights to live on the land. Abraham
takes seven ewes. and puts them aside for this purpose
SUR FORT ND3ID VI T 7R OTOAR-DOR TORTIR NRM
M35 nazn
“Abimelech said to Abraham. ‘what are these seven ewes”” (Genesis 21.29) Abraham
answers, saying that they are payment. not for the rights to live on the land, but for something
else

A=YS Y5190 MAYI TR PN NP3 YID-NK 72 IBRM
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“He replied, ‘You are to accept these as proof that 1 dug this well’ (Genesis 21 .30)
Therefore. Abraham establishes ownership of the w ell in addition to authenticating his right

to inhabit the land

L EPHRON
After the climax of his life is behind him, Abraham begins to conclude his affairs. His most
immediate concemn is to find a burial place for his wife Sarah. He begins to negotiate with the

citizens of the land to buy a burial site--the Cave of Machpelah--to fufill this need
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Then Abraham rose from beside his dead. and spoke 1o the Hittites, saying
*1 am a resident alien among vou, sell me a bunal site among vou, that 1 may
remove myv dead tor bunal = (Genesis 23 3-4)

Abraham uses the phrase 2WIN-72 (resident alien) to describe his status This phrase

indicates that Abraham was disadvantaged in a legal sense An alien could not legally acquire
land He is usually classified in biblical literature among the oppressed of society. along with
the widow and the orphan (Leviticus 25 23) Therefore. Abraham needed to petition the
Hittites to allow a special transaction 1o oceur They respond to Abraham with respect and
honor
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And the Hittites replied to Abraham. saying to him. “Hear us, my lord you
are the elect of God among us. Bury your dead in the choicest of our burial
places; none of us will withhold his burial place from you for burying your
dead " (Genesis 23 5-6)
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Thereupon, Abraham bowed low to the people of the land, the Hittites, and
he said to them, “If it is your wish that [ remove my dead for burial, you must
agree to intercede for me with Ephron son of Zohar. Let him sell me the cave
of Machpelah that he owns. which is at the edge of his land .Lﬂ him sell it to
me, at the full price. for a burial site in your midst " (Genesis 23:7-9)

The narrator specifically mentions that the negotiations were by the gate of the city in the
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company of an abundance of Hitttes  Throughout the Near [ast 1t was customary to conduct
the affairs of the commumity at this locale Many Nua documents end with the formula “The
tablet was written after the proclamation in the entrance of the gate ™' The intention of such
a clause was to exhibit that the negotation took place in a public forum. in the presence of
witnesses, so that there would be no possibility of future litigation ' Ephron was among the
hearers and therefore he answered Abraham
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“No, my lord, hear me 1 give you all the field and | give I guve you the cave that is buried in
it, I give it to you in the presence of my people Bury your dead” (Genesis 23 11) Now that
Ephron’s name has been mentioned specifically by Abraham, he can begin negotiating w ith

Abraham directly, and the bargaining begins
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Then Abraham bowed low before the people of the land, and spoke to Ephron
in the hedring of the land, saying, “If only you would hear me out! Let me pay
the price of the land, accept it from me. that | rnay bury my dead there ™

(Genesis 23:13)
Abraham repeats his request directly to the seller, even though it is quite clear he must have
heard the original oration This time, Ephron may ask his price, now that Abraham has made
it quite clear what he desires

R-2 '[J‘:'? "a qDﬁ-th MR YI7IR 7N nYnw "IN

12 Tucker. Gene M. JBL. 85 (March 1966) 77
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And Ephron rephed to Abraham. saving to him, “My lord. do hear me' ‘A

mece of land worth four hundred shekels of silver--what 1s that between vou

and me? Go and'bury vour dead ™ (Genesis 23 15) 7
Ephron finally sets his price. and the narrator tells the reader that Abraham accepted these
terms  This haggling between the two men reveals many uses of ancient legal terminology

that is a feature of Near Eastern court registers For instance, the cave that he requires 1s

described as being 1™1@ 1323 (on the edge of his land) which is a term used in many

property transfer documents, expressing that the access to the land would not require
trespassing on that person’s property in order 1o obtain access. This is a binding verbal

contract

¢ ELEAZAR and ABRAHAM
Abraham commissions his faithful servant--whom we assume to be Eleazar--to set out for
Aram-Naharaim in order to find a wife for his son from among Abraham’s family
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And Abraham said to the senior servant of his household, who had charge of
all that he owned, “Put your hand under'my thigh and 1 will make you speak
by the LORD, the God of heaven and the God of the earth, that you will not
take a wife for my son from the daughters of the l."anagnils:s among whom l
dwell, but will go to the land of my birth and get a wife for my son Isaac

(Genesis 24:2-4)
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Ramban questions why this servant 1s the one whom Abraham chooses. and why he must
swear not to marry 1saac 10 a foreiener  After all, Abraham could have called Isaac himself--
who is a grown man by this point in the account--but chose to entrust his servant with the
duty of procuring a wite for Isaac Ramban suggests that Fleazar may be the trustee for
Abraham’s estate, and thus he will be able to compel Isaac to marry a non-Canaamte ' The
servant is unconvinced that he can successful complete his task. and questions his master
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And the servant said to him “What if the woman does not consent to tollow
me to this land. shall I then take vour son back to the land from which you
came”” (Genesis 24.5)

Abraham makes an impassioned plea, one which Eleazar takes to heart in his negotiations.

as we shall soon observe
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Abraham answered him, “On no account must you take my son back there!
The LORD., the God of heaven, who took me from my father’s house and
from my native land, who promised me on oath. saying, ‘1 will assign this land
to your offspring --He will send His angel before you, and you will get a wife
for my son from there. And if the woman does not consent to follow you, you
shall then be clear of this oath 1o me; but do not take my son back there ™

(Genesis 24:6-8)

" Torat Chaim. Bereshit 1, 2.
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Radak says that Abraham warns [leazar not to return [saiac to the land of hus father Abraham
and God made an agreement by which Abraham’s descendants would inherent the land under
the condition that they would live on the land. otherwise the agreement would be consider ed
null and void Eleazar, as the guardian of’ Abraham’s interests, must insure that this does not

transpire '’

¢ ELEAZAR and LABAN

Eleazar meets Rebekah and identifies her as the desired wife for Isaac Consequently. Eleazar
prepares to begin serious negotiations with Rebekah’s kin i order to procure her for marnage
to Isaac. Laban. Rebekah's brother, invites the stranger into the house warmly. invoking the
name of God to show his respect for his customs and traditions
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“Come in. O blessed of the LORD.™ he said, “why do you remain outside,

when | have made ready the house and a place for the camels”” (Genesis
24:31)

Radak comments that when he says 11777 71712 R12 (come in. blessed of the Lord), he

means that Laban has seen the wealth which the servant has brought with him and comments
about it order to flatter the stranger '* We might understand this comment as a pre-

negotiation tactic--flattery of the potential business partner, of just good manners in the

ancient world. The servant comes into the house, establishes the fact that he is Abraham’s

“Torat Chaim, Bereshit 1, 3"

" Torat Chaim, Bereshit 1, RO
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agent, and delivers a sales speech of sorts on behalt of his master
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“] am Abraham’s servant.” he began The LORD has greatly blessed my
master. and he has become rich He has given him sheep and cattle, silver and
gold, male and female slaves, camels and asses. And Sarah, my master’s wife,
bore my master a son in her old age, and he has assigned to him everything
he owns. Now my master made me swear, saying, ‘You shall not get a wife
for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites in whose land | dwell, but
you shall go to my father’s house, to my kindred, and get a wife for my
son’ And I said to my master, ‘What if the woman does not follow me”" He
replied to me, “The LORD, whose ways | have followed, will send His angel
with you and make your errand successful; and you will get a wife for my son
from my kindred, from my father’s house. Thus only shall you be freed from
my adjuration if, when you come to my kindred, they refuse you--only
then shall you be freed from my adjuarion.” 1 came today to the spring, and |
said O LORD. God of my master Abraham. if You would indeed grant
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success to the errand on wihich | am encaced' \s | stand by the spring of
water. let the voung woman who comes out to draw and 1o whom | say,
‘Please let me drink a little water from vour jar.” and who answers, “You may
drink. and | will also draw for vour camels’ -let her be the wife whom the
LORD has decreed for my master’s son * | had scarcely finished praving in my
heart, when Rebekah camie out with her jar on her shoulder and went down
to the spring and drew And | said to her. ‘Please give me a drink * She
quickly lowered her jar and said, "Dnnk.” ang I will also water your camels
So | drank. and she also watered the camels | inquired of her. "Whose
daughter are you” And she said. “The daughter of Bethuel. son of Nahor,
whom Milcah bore to him. And | put the ring on her nose and the bands on
her arms. Then | bowed low in homage to the LORD and blessed the LORD
the God of my master Abraham. who led me on the right way 1o uet the
davghter of my master’s brother for his son. And now, if you mean to treat
my master with true kindness, tell me. and if not, tell me also, that | may turn
right or left * (Genesis 24 34-49)

There are ten distinct speech-acts in verses 2-27. all of which are reiterated by Eleazar in this
lengthy oration The servant’s commanding voice is all the more exceptional in light of his
anonymity and his relative passivity His speech is lengthy not in order to bring out s role
in shaping events, but to illustrate that God has pointed everything toward Rebekah as the
chosen woman ' The servant achieves his goal by means of an assortments of subtle changes
introduced into his retelling ul'.the story in verses 34-49 He omits or de-emphasizes those
components which might detract from the realization of his ultimate aim, while emphasizing
other elements. The first act of the negotiation is to establish Abraham’s wealth. The servant
makes it clear that the material possessions that he has transported with him on this journey
are a small parcel of what awaits for Rebekah if she joins Abraham’s household. Rashbam
remarks that the servant establishes Abraham’s grea-mess to Laban: “And all the nobles wish

to mate with his son [ Abraham’s son Isaac] but he [Abraham] does not want to [marry his

"7 Savran 46.
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beloved son to just anvone| S torno concurs, saving that there is no doubt that many in
that country would have wanted to marry ther daughters to Abraham’s son ™ The servant
continues, and explains that Isaac will inherit all that Abraham possesses Rashi elaborates.
saying that Eleazar actually showed Laban the “deed of wift * This shows Laban that Isaac is
a financially secure potential husband for his sister ' The servant flatters the fanuly by
changing Abraham’s: instructions 1o go to his birthplace--a physical place, instead, he uses the

words YIR-N"3 (father’s house) and SNT1DWM (family). emphasizing familial and tribal

connections. Additionally. he chooses to modify the descriptions of God in the re-telling of

the event. Instead of calling God by the name that Abraham did, TR MDY DREN
TT9R (God of heaven and God of earth) he refers to God as DT12N 937X 119N (God

of my master Abraham). No reference is made to God taking Abraham away from the land
in which Laban sits, for this might insult him Likewise, the special relationship shared by God
and Abraham is downplayed, so that Laban does not think that a conspiracy has been formed
against him. Furthermore. the servant does not tell Laban the entite truth when he recalls
questioning Abraham, asking what he should do if the woman refuses to follow him back
Instead of saying that he would be absolved of his oath if the woman refused to follow him,
he states that only if the family refused the offer would he be freed from this duty He does

not use the word oath, nor does he emphasize the negative connotations regarding Laban’s

' Torat Chaim, Bereshit 1, 297
' Torat Chaim, Bereshit 1,397
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homeland The final words that he sayvs to him imph that although this match is desirable,
there are other members of Abraham s family who exist in this land who surelyv would be
delighted 1o find such a desirable catch This sales tactic. the fingkwords of the pitch. propel
Rebekah's family 16 accept the proposal immediately Fleazar succeeds in his mission--Laban
agrees to the marriage. possibly a result of the servant’s elocutjon

Eleazar considers the sequence of events to be divinely navigated--at the well he
himself heard Rebekah restate aloud and act according to the plan that he had silently
ordained Nor should we doubt the sincerity of his gratitude for God. But it is a much more
laborious deed to convince those who stand outside the servant’s consciousness of the
inevitability of what transpired there. As narrator of the retelling. the servant controls the
story, yet he must tell an account that “stresses both his own lack of force and God’s
controlling hand ™' It is not simply tact that influences the servant to eliminate Abraham’s
negative words about bringing Isaac back 1herc: the servant must present an argument in
which human choice (especially Abraham’s) is minimized, though not altogether removed
But even as he emphasizes God's endorsement of Rebekah, Eleazar places final responsibility
for the decision upon the family And Rebekah's representatives respond accordingly.
acknowledging the control of God in the matter, de-emphasizing their desire to profit from
this exchange
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3 W M. Roth, “The Wooing of Rebecca,” (B0 34 (1972) 177-87
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Then Laban and Bethue! answered, “The matter was decreed by the LORD
we cannot speak to vou bad or good Here 15 Rebekah betore vou. take her
and go. and let her be a wifé to vour master s son. as the LORD has spoken
(Genesis 24 50-51)

The servant assumes that he has concluded his negotiations He has performed the formal
necessitates--eating and drinking with Laban and his kin in order to close the deal He
presumes that he may conclude this business trip and return home to his emplaver with his
purchase When he awakes the following morning. he begins to take leave of his host
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“When they arose the next morning, he said, “Give me leave to go to my master (Genesis
24 54). However, her mother and brother are not pleased about this plan of immediate
departure. This was not a part of the negotiation--it was not implicitly expressed in the
agreement. They wish 1o add new terms 10 this contract, stipulating some period of time

before Rebekah may be taken away
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“But her brother and her mother said. ‘Let the maiden remain with us some ten days then you
may go™* (Genesis 24 55). Rashi comments that the mother and the brother received the
presents offered to the family, and they now want 10 procure more money and/or gifts from
him. He states: “If you want her now, then you must give us more " But Abraham'’s servant

reminds them that ultimately, the match was decreed by God, and that ultimately Eleazar did

* This appears to be the only instance of a male and a female voice speaking in consort

2 Torar Chaim, Bereshit 1, N9
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not control the situation
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“He said to them. ‘Do not delay me. now that the L( IR]-} has made my errand successful
Give me leave that | mav go to my master™ (Genesis 24 56) The mother and brother. not
satisfied with his reply. decide to place the final decision in Rebekah’s hands. perhaps
assuming that she would elect to stay with her family rather than depart with a stranger

MBAR TTORDEN TWID ROPI 1RRM

“And they said, ‘l,c; us call the girl and ask for her reply™ (Genesis 24'57) Rebekah, as we
have discussed in a previous chapter, does in fact agree to leave with the servant immediately

She changes her allegiance rather quickly, perhaps in part anticipating a better standard of
living and a rise in her status as the wife of such a wealthy and desirable man This does not
imply that Rebekah is an opportunist--rather. she is a being a “responsible” biblical wife.
yearning to meet her husband-to-be Both Rebekah and her family make economic gains from

these business negotiations about her “God-approved” marriage to Abraham'’s son lsaac

¢ JACOB
While the biblical authors portray Abraham as a towening figure. almost inaccessible as a
model in his relationship with God and his capability to hurdle every obstacle, placed in his q

| path, Jacob as a young man is not portrayed favorably He gets his brother’s birthright

through his exploitation of Esau’s grief Then, he swindles the patriarchal blessing by

practicing deception on his blind and aged father. In both of these situations, the consequence
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is lawful and irreversible ** Jacob misrepresents himselt 1o Isaac. and so too will his uncle
exploit him further in the stonv He took advantaze of hus father' s permanent darkness to
misrepresent himself as his ¢lder brother. so Laban makes use of the darkness to substitute

the elder sibling for the younger Fsau armves after a difficult day i the field. and discovers
his brother Jacob cookine an undisclased red dish Esau claims that he is starving, and asks
Jacob if he may share in this sustenance
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And Esau said to Jacob, “Give me some of that red stuff to gulp down. for

| am famished "--which is why he was named Edom (Genesis 25 30)
Jacob senses an opportunity to take advantage of his brother’s anguish. He has a product that
his brother desires. and because he has monopolized the market momentarily, he knows that
he may demand a costly sum in return
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“Jacob said. “First sell me your birthright™ (Genesis 25:31) Note that Jacob does not ask
Esau to “give” him the birthright Rather, according to Rashbam, Jacob intends to make
monetary payment for this right--but Esau must agree to the sale as the stipulation for

partaking in the meal

“First sell me your birthright” means “sell it to me immediately with my
father’s money that 1 will give to you, and only after that I will give you the
food as witness and execution of the agreement between us ” And Laban and

* Sarna. Genesis JPS Commentary 397
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Jacob ate to execute the avrcement between them

Esau, in a state of desperation. accepts the terms
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And Esau said. "1 am at the point of death. so of what use is my birthright

to me”?” (Genesis 25 32)
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“But Jacob said. *Swear to me first " (Genesis 25 33) This oath is vital because, as noted by
S'forno, *“Jacob requests the oath because the property itself to be passed from Esau to Jacob
is intangible. The oath replaces the intangible property. [that the end result will be] the price
that Jacob paid was for the oath itself. representing the right of inheritance ™™ Ramban
approaches the matter from a different perspective. and states that “the oath came after the
sale. to establish that Esau will never appeal against the injustice of the sale """ This episode

displays explicit business negotiations between the two brothers resulting in a successful

bartering agreement

¢ THE THIRD SISTER/WIFE EPISODE

This is the third and final sister/wife account in the Pentateuch. It is much less explicit than

either of the first two accounts

* Torat Chaim, Bereshit 11.1
* Torat Chaim, Bereshit 11,0
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When the men of the place ashed him about his wile. he sald, “She 1s my
sister.” for he was afrmd 1o say “my wife,” thinking, “The men of the place

might kill me on account of Rebekah, for she is beautitul — (Genesis 267)
Once again, the ruling power calls for the husband and reprimands him for deceiving the

leadership
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Abimelech sent for lsaac and said, “So she is vour wife' Why then did you
say, ‘She is my sister”™ Isaac said 1o him. “Because | thought | might lose my
life on account of her “Abimelech said. “What have you done to us! One of
the people might have lain with your wife. and you would have brought guilt
upon us.” (Genesis 26 9-10)

As in the first two incidents that have already been discussed, the controlling power calls the
husband for a conference, asks for the reason behind the deception, and the husband gives a

excuse for the falsehood In this case. Isaac states simply that he thought he would die

otherwise, He does not make the elaborate excuses that Abraham made in the previous

account. However. as in the case with Abraham, this incident opens the lines of

communication between the king and the resident alien Abimelech declares an edit of

protection for Isaac and Rebekah
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Abimelech then charged all the people, saying, “Anyone who molests this man
or his wife shall be put to death.” (Genesis 26:11) :
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Isaac settles in the land. and he becomes very wealthy He became more prosperous than the
Philistines inhabitants in the land. and their jealously overtook them They filled the wells that
Abraham's servants dug so that they were no longer functional The King finally told Isaac
that his presence was a menace 1o the community
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And Abimelech said to Isaac. “Go away from us, for vou have become far too

big for us ” (Genesis 26 16)
Isaac leaves. and establishes himself in the wadi of Gerar, and digs new wells However. the
Philistines do not allow him to live peacefully--they claim rights to the water that Isaac finds
After much digging and much turmoil, Isaac finally digs a well which does not cause territorial
concerns, and he begins to prosper once again He goes to Beer-sheba and God speaks to
him, reiterating the promises made to his father Abraham Su ddenly, Abimelech reappears in
the dialogue--although Isaac is not terribly pleased' to see him
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Isaac said to them, “Why have you come to me, seeing that you have been
hostile to me and have driven me away from you” (Genesis 26:27)

As in the case with his father Abraham, Abimelech realizes that Isaac is a valuable contact and
should not have been alienated He attempts to reconciliate and make a pact with Isaac, who

is now known to have a special connection with God.
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unly that the LORD has been with vou, and we

And they said, “We now see p

thought Let there be a sworn treaty between \0 parties, between you
and us Let us make a pact with you that you w Il not do us harm. just as we
have not molested vou but have always dealt kindly with you and sent vou

away in peace From now on. be you Jessed of the LORD!Z (Genesis 26 18-

30)
Rashbam refers to the treaty between Abraham and \bimelech that we have already
mentioned in this chapter. and says that the treaty made with Isaac is not a new treaty but a
reaffirmation of the first treaty that was intended to bind three wenerations ~* Conversely

Ramban interprets this as a new treaty He says

It does not seem that the king of the Philistines was afraid of Isaac engaging
in war with him, because Abraham promised not 1o engage in war with kith
and kin, but now the king of the Philistines said to himself, “because. we have
now breached a treaty by sending him away. he will also breach the treaty
with us. and send us and our seed away from the land "Therefore, they made

a new treaty. "
They ate and drank, sealing the treaty contract that had been made between them
. ISAAC and HIS SONS

The story of Isaac and the imparting of his blessings 1o his sons is a marvelous story with

which to discuss the issue of direct discourse. We will find that the differences in speech

patterns between the IW0 SONS plays an essential role in the development of the plot Isaac

called his elder son Esau to him and said
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When Isaac was old and his exes were 100 dim 10 see he called s older son

Esau and said to him, "My so1 He answered. “Here | am And he said. “1

know how soon | may die l'ake vour gear, your

am old now. and l'do n

quiver, and bow and 2o out into the open and hunt me some game. Then

prepare a dish for me such as | like. and bring it to me to €at, so that 1 may

give you my innermost blessing before | die — (Genesis 27:1-4)

Heskoni says that the phrase [0 210 N RD ( | do not know when 1 will die”)

means

if' 1 die. vou will lose all of the wealth and power of the first born because
you have sold vour inheritance rights Therefore, 1 wish to preempt that and
give you everything as a gift while 1 am alive, and therefore Jacob may not
take it away from you because 1t Was not passed down as inheritance, but
given as a gift while | was alive "

This is a business transaction. |saac tnes (o av oid the consequences of the ags eement between

Esau and Jacob by transferring all of the assets that were promised to Jacob through

inheritance to Esau at the present time However. through Rebekah, Jacob manages 10

counter-maneuver: his mother prepares the food in advance of Esau’s return and dresses

Jacob in Esau’s clothes. Jacob approaches his father to receive this blessing
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He went to his father and said. “Father.” And he said. “Yes, which of my sons

are you?" (Genesis 27.18)

Jacob greets his father and Isaac responds in turn with a question. Radak says that Isaac had

® Torat Chaim, Bereshit 11, 22
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doubts about the voice--he could not tell wineh e of his sons addressed lim = Jacob
readdresses his father and expressly hes to him
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Jacob said to his father. 1 am Esau. vour first born. | have done as vou have
told me Pray sit up and eat ol my game that you may give me your innermost
blessing (Genesis 27 19)
He paraphrases what his father has already told his brother. in order to establish his identity
as Esau
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“Isaac said to his son, ‘How did you succeed so quickly, my son”™ (Genesis 27:20) Jacob's
intent was to arrive befiore his brother could complete his task. Apparently, his arrival was

noticeably premature, for it 1s the first thing that his father questions Jacob quickly answers,

attributing the speedy arrival to God--the God of Tus father
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“And he said, ‘Becaust the | ORD your God granted me good fortune™” (Genesis 27:20)
Basically, he is flattering his father, making every effort to receive the valuable blessing that
his father will impart. IRashi says that when the narrator says that “the voice IS the voice of
_flattery--which Esau does

Jacob” in verse 22, it means that it is the speech pattern of Jacob

not use in his normal speech.* Therefore, Isaac is not satisfied with the answer, he asks Jacob

" Torat Chaim, Bereshit mn 3
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1o approach him in order 1o validare the eatity of hus 5
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Isaac said to Jacob, "Come closers that | . feel you, my son--whether you
are really my son [ sau or nol The voice 1s the voice of Jacob. vet the
hands are the hands of Esau  (Lenesis 27 21-22)

the identity of the recever However, he never is

Isaac makes one more attempt 10 N
truly convinced. He never fullv states that this is without a doubt his older son that stood in
front of him  Isaac questions him a third and final time before begmming the formal exchange
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He asked, ““Are vou really my son Esau”” And when he said. “1 am,” he said.
“Serve me and let me eal of my son’s game SO that 1 may give you my

innermost blessing ~ (Genesis 27:25)
After he concludes that the chances are likely that this is Esau, he begirs the proceedings by

calling for the serving of his son’s gaime. Finally. [saac is prepared to bless his son--hoping

to break the first contract that Esau made with Jacob He tell him to draw closer to him
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“Then his father Isaac said to him, ‘Come close and Kiss me, my son™ (Genesis 27:27). Radak

comments that “This is a show of superiority becaus¢ in all cases does the inferior kiss the

superior, or if they are equal, the narrator says that they kissed each other ¥ Therefore, the

kiss is a show of power and position. Isaac blesses his son. Jacob leaves, and the real Esau

® Torat Chaim. Bereshit 11, M2
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approaches his father moments later--the “rghtful party
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I And he said 1o his father. “Let my father sit up and eat of his son s game so

that you may give me your innermost hlessing

(Genesis 27 31)

Isaac is surprised, and alarmed He suddenly reahizes the possibility that he might have been
out-maneuvered He asks for the identity of the man standing before him

WY 753 I3 NN PR TINR-TD 1IN B3t 1 IRRM

His father Isaac said to him “Who are you? " And he said. 1 am your son
Esau, your first born' * (Genesis 27 32)

This was not the information that Isaac expected to hear Radak and Rambam concur that this
expression of surprise and fear is for Esau’s benefit, because Isaac does not want him to think
that this was planned. He continued his elocution
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“Who was it. then,” he demanded. “that hunted game and brought it to me”
Moreover., | ate of it before you came, and | blessed him: now he must remain

blessed!” (Genesis 27:33)

This question is rhetorical--How could Esau know who this jmposter was, any more than his

father? In fact, it will be: Isaac who identifies the imposter.in verse 35 Esau hears his father’s

tone and knows that he is not in a good position Once a blessing is articulated, it 1s

- proclaimed and may not be revoked. Esau is quite aware of this, as he makes his next plea
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When Esau heard his father's words, he burst into wild and bitter sobbing. and

said to his father. “Bless me (00 Father!” (Genesis 27 34)
But Esau knows that this is impossible--at least the blessing that has imparted cannot be re-
consigned Radak says that Esau tnes to salvage the situation from becoming a complete
disaster, by asking to get Jacob's blessing--the blessing intended for the younger son Instead
of receiving nothing at all, at least he should receive a small portion “ But Isaac responds 10
the simple meaning of the text, telling his son that he cannot give the same blessing twice

—n9m3 AP IRAR3 TR XD RRM

“But he answered, ‘Your brother came with guile and took away your blessing” (Genesis
27:35). Isaac implicates the younger brother Jacob in this act of deception and fraud. Esau

continues his enraged ranting
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[Esau] said, “Was he, then. named Jacob that he might supplant me these two
times? First he took away my birthright and now he has taken away my
blessing!” And he added. “Have you not reserved a blessing for me?” (Genesis

27:36)
A good businessman would never give away all of his assets 10 insure one deal. Surely Isaac
to his deserving son

must have some assets On reserve that he might liquidate and pass on

Isaac responds to his son-—-nol in the way that Esau intended

* Torat Chaim, Bereshit 11, N2
101




===

S e L L
: : R b v e s 8% 4
mn R-22-NN a]'2 b (4B DRM PAETIIM

mam YA T N - qum—- -
1A TOUR MR RIIDR TS ARSI T ATV D

e i
Isaac answered, say iim master over you |

have given him all lus brothers and sustained him with grain and

wine What. then. can | stil

s vou. my son” (Genesis 27 37)

Rashi interprets Isaac’s words in the t lowing m What is the use of any blessing that

1 would give to vou, because | put him [Jacob] as master over you, and iffyou get any assets
they will become his’ If the servant receives anvthing. it actually belongs to the master
Therefore, there is no reason to waste d blessing that could never be actualized But Esau

does not accept this answer, and pleads once again
23%-02 "3 "aN =R NIIR 1127370 PIAR-DOR WY RN
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And Esau said to his father. “Have you but ohe blessing, Father? Bless me
too. Father'” And Esau wepl aloud (Genesis 27 i8)

Esau is unwilling to accept his status Radak says that Esau still tries to salvage something by
asking Isaac to bless him w ith amything that he has not already given to Jacob % Isaac does

find something, although not al all what Esau might have liked Therefore, Jacob succeeded

in usurping his brother’s status and material possessions. and makes his name in the biblical

world as a shrewd and cunning businessman However, as we shall see in the up and coming

episode of Jacob, Jacob does not always fare well In his immediate family, he was the most

astute in business dealings However, when he ventured into the world--leaving his immediate

* Jorat Chaim, Bereshit 11, 37
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family--and faced real business plavers. he found himsell guite lackine in centain skills that

might have assisted him greatly

L LABAN and JACOB

Jacob arrives at his Lncle Laban’s house. and Laban greets him warmly Jacob

1o him. including the fact that he has inhented

proceeds to tell | aban all that has happened t

« of his father 7 Laban proclaims that they are

both the present and inhentance ngh

unquestionably family
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“You are truly my bone and flesh ™ When he had
\'s time, Laban said to Jacob, “Just because you are
» Tell me, what shall your wages

And Laban said to him,
stayed with him a montl
a kinsman, should you s¢
be™"(Genesis 29 14-15)

rve me for nothing

Laban recognizes that Jacob is @ valuable asset, and he would like to encourage him to remain
on Laban’s household staff Instead of asking for monetary compensation, Jacob asks for a

different type of compensation
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Jacob loved Rachel, so he answered, “1 will serve you seven years for your

younger daughter Rachel ” (Genesis 20:18)
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Jacob makes his offer-se
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defines her as {

knew that Laban was a s | L gy B TR
| € Agreeme

ambiguous He d

terms stated by his

Laban said

outsider Sta

However, he does so m @

acceptance He never clanfies

agreement with no witnesses. Laban

When the seven years passed, Jacob approic

his part of the contract, and now wishes Luban 1o perform his part
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ime is fulfilled, that | may co

“Then Jacob said to Laban, “Give me fy wilfe, for 1

with her™ (Genesis 29 21) Laban airees. prepares a feast and creates the illusion that Jacob

marries Rachel However Jacob soon realizes that he has been tricked into marmymng Rachel’s

older sister Leah Laban has breeched his part of the contract and Jacob reproves |Laban for

his actions
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“So he said to Laban, “What s this you have done 1o me? 1 was in your service for Rachel!
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Why did you deceive me’  (Lienesis 30 25) When Ja

y admonishes 1Laban with the

accusatory words of this verse he echos the same verb root used about himself by Isaac 1o

Fsau (27:35) In this case the hiblical author has Jacob ask why | aban 73N07 (“deceived

me”) while in the previous section lsaac tells Esau that Jacob has stolen his blessing

R N3 (“with guile”) showing a close connection between the actions of the former to the

later. Laban claims that this was the actual contract He makes no admission of guilt or

wrong-doing He does, however offer an explanation
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Laban said, “It is not in our practice m our place to marry off the younger
before the older. Wait until the bridal week of this one 1s Over and we will give
you that one 100, provided you serve me another seven years. ™ (Genesis

29:26-27)

Radak remarks that Laban has an explanation for his actions. He attempts to claim that due

to the fact that it is their custom 10 mary the elder daughter before marrying the younger one,

he always intended to give his older daughter first, no matter what Jacob stipulated. Laban

contends that Jacob should have understood this element of their culture. Laban

compromises, offering Jacob his younger daughter immediately hefore fulfilling an another

seven years of service Heskoni emphasizes the fact that Laban makes this offer in the plural

'15 13037 (and we will give you) because he knows that Jacob no longer trusts him, and

Laban therefore provides witnesses who can attest to the validity of the contract Jacob

makes no verbal agreement to this offer. We know that hc.accepted the offer, but only from
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the narrator

Seven vears pass, Jacob fulfills his contract with Laban. and wishes to leave with his
wives. children.‘and property. He goes1o Laban and tells him of his intentions t0 leave his
employ
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After Rachel had borne Joseph. Jacob said to Laban, “Give me leave 10 20

back to my own homeland Give me my wives and my children. for whom |

have served you, that 1 may o, for well you know what services | have

rendered vou.” (Genesis 30 25)
It is peculiar that Jacob would ask Laban for his wives and His children, since he had already
fulfilled his contracts for his wives. and his children never belonged to Laban in the first place
Radak says that Jacob asks for these possessions that belong to him already because he is still
in Laban’s house, and everything that belongs to him inadvertently belongs to Laban.™ But
Laban is not prepared to let him 20 He begins to flatter Jacob and to find some way 10 entice
him to remain in the household a while longer:
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But Laban said to him, ‘If you will indulge me. 1 have {earned by divination

that the LORD has blessed me on your account.” And he continued, ‘Name
the wages due fromme, and 1 will pay you.™ (Genesis 30:27-8)

-
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Laban realizes that it is time for contract re-negotiations He tells Jacob to name the price that
it would require for him to stay Jacob seems 10 have thoueht about this matter—he begins the
negotiations by reminding his emplover how much he has prospered since Jacob’s arrival, and
hinted that he needed to start thinking about the future, for himself and for his family
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But he said. ‘You know well how I have served you and how vour livestock
has fared with me For the little vou had before | came has grown 1o much,
. since the LORD has blessed vou wherever | iurned And now, when shall |
make provisions for my own household?™ (Genesis 30:29- 30)

Jacob clearly makes his pomnt-it is evident that the price Laban will pay for Jacob to continue

their business relationship will be a costly one
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He said, “What shall | pay you”" And Jacob said. “Pay me nothing! If you will
do this thing for me, I will again pasture and keep your flocks: let me pass
through your whole flock today, removing from there every speckled and
spotted animal--every dark colored sheep and every spotted and speckled
goat. Such shall be my wages. In the future when you go over my wages, let
my honesty toward you testify for me. if there are among my goats any that
are not speckled or spotted or any sheep that are not dark-colored, they got

there by thefi.” (Genesis 30 31-33)

Jacob states his plan clearly, leaving little room for interpretation. The terms are simple: Jacob

will take a certain percentage of the flocks that he cultivated and maintained during his
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employment. He has chosen a certain type of animal--one with easily identifiable markings
If there are any goats or sheep thal fo not fit the patterns that he has described., Laban will
know that they are stolen from fus 0w TIOek \dditionally. Jacob can be assured that Laban
cannot steal from fus flocks--and since he has already been duped by his uncle n the past, he

might have been cautious about his dealings with this man
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“And Laban said, ‘Very well. let it be as vou say’ (Lienesis 10'34) This time. Laban gives
a verbal response to Jacob’s proposal. Jacob continues 1o work for Jacob for sever al years,
and finally decides that 1t 1 now time 1o go back to his homeland. He informs Leah and
Rachel of his decision. and they agree {0 depart with him. However, due to the fact that the
last two times he attempted to leave Laban's household failed. Jacob decides to exit quickly

and quietly in the middle of the mght without telling his father-in-law of his intentions After

Laban arises and realizes that Jacob et. al have vanished from the abode, he pursues them,

and eventually overtakes the entourage He addresses Jacob
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And Laban said to Jacob, «What did you mean by keeping me in the dark and
carrying off my daughters like captives of the sword? Why did you flee in
secrecy and mislead me and not 1ell me? 1 would have sent you off with festive
music, with timbrel and lyre. You did not even let me kiss my sons and
daughters good-by! It was 2 foolish thing for you 0 do. | have it in my power
to d? you harm, but the God of your father said to me Jast night, ./ Beware of
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attempting anything with Jacob, good or bad * Very w ell. vou had to leave

because you were longing for your father's house, but why did you steal my

gods?” (Genesis 31 26-30)
Contracts have two types of terms- _expressed terms (those that are wntten out formally) and
implied terms (those W hich are assumed--COMMON sense erms) Unlike like the other two
“contracts” that Laban and Jacob agreed upon. this one had no set time period  Therefore,
Jacob was under no obligation to remarm with Laban for a definite period of time However,
one may assume that he was under obligation to give reasonable notice before terminating the
business relationship. He chooses not 10 2% ¢ notice Just as Laban seemed to have valid
reasons some for his distress regarding the sudden departure, Jacob clearly has his own reason
for wanting to make a quiet W ithdrawal
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Jacob answered Laban, saying. 1 was afraid because | thought you would
take your daughters from me by force. But anyone with whom you find your
gods shall not remain alive! In the presence of our kinsmen, point out what |
have of yours and take it (Genesis 31:31-32)

Jacob is quite concerned about the missing idols, and makes prov :sions for their return. In the

presence of witnesses he states that anything W hich does not legally belong to Jacob will be

returned to Laban Laban and his entourage search the entire convoy and find nothing Jacob
is incensed, and allows twenty years of frustrations of working for an insatiable and swindling
supervisor vent out.
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Jacob spoke up and said to Laban, “What is my cnme, what is my guilt that
you should pursue me? You rummaged through all my things. what have you
found of all your household objects? Set it here, before my kinsmen and
yours, and let them decide between us two. These twenty vears | have spent
in your service, your eWwes and she-goats never miscarried, nor did 1 feast on
rams from your flock. That w hich was torn by beasts 1 never brought to you,
1 myself made good the loss. you exacted it of me, whether snatched by day
or snatched by night. Often. scorching heat ravaged me by day and frost by
night; and sleep fled from my eyes. Of the twenty years that | spent in your
household, 1 served you fourteen years for your two daughters. and six years
for your flocks, and you changed my wages lime and again Had not the God
of my father, the God of Abraham and the Fear of Isaac, been with me, you
would have sent me away empty-handed. But God took notice of my plight
and the toil of my hands, and He gave judgement Jast night " (Genesis 31 36-
42)

Jacob never voiced many of these complaints before The reader had no previous knowledge
from Jacob that his work was difficult. In fact, the narrator makes it clear that the first seven

years of servitude seemed as if they were only days for Jacob, because of his jove for Rachel

Yet his disdain for Laban is unmistakable. This time, Laban does not ask him to return, nor

does Jacob negotiate. Laban says that he has the power 10 hurt Jacob, but because of God’s

intervention, Jacob will remain untouched--an unverifiable moment of speech, thereby holding

little value to Jacob. This moment signifies the end of a mediocre employment situation

Laban has no power over his former employee, and Jacob has little to lose from speaking out
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Then Laban spoke up and said (o Jacob. “The daughters are my daughters, the
children are my childrei. and the flocks are my flocks. all that you see 1s mine
Yet what can | do now about my daughters and the children they have borne”
Come. then, let us make a pact, you and 1. that there may be a witness
between you and me " (Genesis 31 43-45)

We may infer from this statement that Laban understands that this relationship is truly
drawing to a close He mitiates a official end to thewr relationship--both business and personal

He orders his servants (o pre:pare for some type of ceremony
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“And Jacob said to his kinsmen. ‘Gather stones™ (Genesis 31 46) They gather these slones,
and Laban builds a structure that will serve two purposes. as a reminder that Jacob should
treat his wives with respect and not take any other wives :n-lhc future, and as a divider that
will forever separate Laban and his family from Laban and his household
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een you and me this

And Laban declared, «“This mound is a witness betw .
e are out of sight of

day.... may the Lord watch between you and me, when W
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each other If you ill-treat my daughters or take other wives besides my

daughtcu--1hnu;.1h no one else be about. remember God Himself will be

witness between you and me And Laban said 10 Jacob, “Here is this mound
and here the pillar which | have set up between you and me this mound shall
be witness and this pillar shall be witness that | am not to cross 10 you past
this mound, and that you are not 10 Cross 1o me past this mound and this
pillar, with hostile intent May the God ot Abraham and the god of Nahor™'--
their ancestral deities--judge between us " (Genesis 31 47-53)

Jacob and Laban part--Laban retrns home to his family and flocks and Jacob continues to

his father’s land--dissolving their business relationship and all economic lies forever

+ JACOB and ESAU: REV ISITED

Jacob prepares to retum 1o his father’s homeland and to his brother, who conceivably
could still be furious with him for the antics that occurred twenty years prior. Furthermore,
Jacob has no idea whether or not his brother has prospered in his absence. Surely, according
to Isaac’s blessings, Jacob was destined to surpass Esau 1n every measure. Jacob struggled,
negotiated, and toiled for his wealth and success, and was eager 10 protect that which he
could. Therefore, Jacob develops a plan of defense that he anticipates will pacify Esau if

necessary. He organizes his troops and his possessions carefully
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Thus shall you say. “To my lord Esau, thus says your servant Jacob: 1 stayed
with Laban and remained until now. | have acquired cattle, asses, sheep, and
male and female slaves. and | send this message 10 My lord in the hope of
gaining your favor » (Genesis 32:5-0)

His message is remarkably modest and unassuming He does not wish 10 arouse his brother’s
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jealously about his great success He does not mention the ereat wealth that he has amassed.
only that he has acquired a fair amount Of property I'he messengers return with a surprising
reply
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The messengers returned 10 Jacob. saying. “We came to your brother Esau

he himself is coming to meet you, and there are four hundred men with him ™
(Genesis 32.7)

Jacob may only assume that this is not a positive response The sheer number of men that are
coming to greet him suggest that an army 15 approaching. It 1s highly doubtful that such a
large group would come 10 meet him for positive purposes Therefore. Jacob further dev elops

his defense plans
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He instructed the one in front as follows, “When my brother Esau meets you
and asks, ‘Whose man are you? Where are you going?” you shall answer,
“Your servant Jacob’s; they are a gift sent to my lord Esau, and [Jacob]
himself is right behind us " (Genesis 32:18-19)

Jacob must make Esau understand that he means no harm, and that he wants nothing more
than to arrive in this land in peace, and to reconciliate with his estranged brother. Therefore,

he orders his servants to be acquiescent, and that their most important responsibility is to

pacify Esau. Heskoni remarks that Jacob makes every effort t0 pacify him--but he is cautious

He does not go to meet his brother without knowing his brother’s disposition Therefore, he

sends the servants in front of him, so that they might pacify Esau with offerings, and to
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calculate Esau’s current temperament (and to inform their master) Furthermore he instructs

the servants to explain (o Esau the reason that his vounger brother does not rush to meet him,

rather, he sends others before him * Although no formal pact will be formed between the two

men, there is a tacit understanding tha

t it 1s upon Jacob to make peace with his brother. The
following day, when Jacob amves with his family. Esau greets him with camaraderie and asks
him to identify the people who tray el with him
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Looking about, he saw the women and the children. “Who,” he asked, “are

these with you?" He answer ed. “The children with whom God has favored
your servant * (Genesis 33 °5)

Note that Jacob continually calls himself 7713 (your cervant) or as in the following passage
93718 (my lord). He makes every effort to express to Esau that he is willing to be subservient
to him. Jacob insinuates that the blessings which he stole is meaningless, and that Esau is the

master of the land. He does not wish to upset the hierarchal structure in this new termitory

Esau asks about the sizable entourage of people and possessions that arrive with Jacob
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And he asked, “What do you mean by all this company which 1 have met? "He
answered, “To gain my lord's favor.” (Genesis 33:8)

Jacob flatters Esau with his answer He has learned through his experiences with Laban that

® Torat Chaim, Bereshit 11, 03
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adoration can distract the human thought process in a way that benefits the flatterer more than
the recipient of such flattery Jacob appears willing to impart his material possessions for
fraternal peace in this case But this might not be necessary. for Esau strives to decline the
offering:
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“Esau said, ‘1 have enough, my brother. let what you have remain yours’ (Genesis 33:9)
However, Jacob insists that Esau must accept this gift
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But Jacob said, “No. | pray you: if you would do me this favor, accept from

me these gifls; for to see your face is like seeing the face of God, and you

have received me favorably. Please accept my present which has been brought

to you, for God has favored me and 1 have plenty.” (Genesis 33:10-11)
Esau does in fact accept this peace offering. This agreement is a unilateral agreement--only
one party receives a tangible benefit. while the other receives an immaterial one. However.
without a tremendous amount of bargaining or other bartering, Esau accepts the offering and
an unspoken peace evolves.
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“And Esau said, ‘Let us start on our journey, and 1 will proceed at your pace™ (Genesis

33:12). But Jacob does not agree. He manufactures excuses as to why he wishes t0 continue

alone on the journey home:
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But he said to him, “My lord knows that the children are frail and that the
flocks and herds, which are nursing, are a care to me, if they are driven hard
a single day, all the flocks will die. Let my lord go on ahead of his servant,
while 1 travel slowly. at the pace of the cattle before me and at the pace of the
children. until 1 come to my lord in Seir " (Genesis 33 13-14)

Esau attempts to offer some sort of assistance along the way, but once again. Jacob refuses
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“Then Esau said, ‘Let me assign 1o you some of the men who are with me,’ but he said. “Oh

no, my lord is too kind 10 me!™" (Genesis 33:15) The confrontation has ended. and Jacob

may live in peace with his family and his possessions

L THE RAPE OF DINAH
After violating Dina (and subsequently falling in love with her) Hamor approaches his father

as part of a quasi-business transaction--10 procure Dina as his wife. Hamor appoints his father

as the agent who will speak on his behalf
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“§o Shechem said to his father Hamor. ‘Get me this girl as a wife™ (Genesis 34:4). Hamor

is not asking Shechem 10 fiterally “get" Dina, for she is already in his house. Rather, he is

attempting to establish a kind of treaty He intends to use his relationship with Dina to merge
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the two peoples as one The fact that he does not return Dina 1o her father s house indicates
that he is using Dina as a bargaimning chip
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And Hamor spoke to them, saving. My son Shechem longs for your
daughter. Please give her to him in marriage Intermarry with us. give vour
daughters to us. and take our daughters for vourselves: You will dwell among
us, and the Lmd will be open before you setile. move about, and acquire
holdings in it 7 (Genesis 34 8-10)
Shechem does not admit wrongdoing on the part of his son, but he does acknowledge that

this transaction, should it transpire. would be considered a personal favor 10 him_ In return,

he offers an above-market price for the girl
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Then Shechem said to her father and brothers, “Do me this favor, and 1 will
pay whatever you tell me. Ask of me a bride-price cver 50 high, as v«c_lll as
gifts, and 1 will pay what you tell me; only give me the maiden for a wife.”

(Genesis 34:11- 12)

Ramban emphasizes that the words 1@ 1R (bride price and gifts), and comments that

these words are customarily used in the purchase of a virgin bride. Dina is not 2 virgin, but

Hamor is willing to do this “favor” for Jacob, paying as if she was indeed still a virgin. He

most likely realized that he would be the only man willing to pay such a high price for

damaged goods. Dina’s brothers respond to his offer--note that although Hamor initially




addressed the father and the brothers. only
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So Hamor and Shechem went 1O the public place of their town and spoke to
their fellow townsmen. saymng Ihese people are our friends, let them settle
in the land and move aboutin it. for the land is large enough for them, we will
take their daughters to ourselves as Wives and give our daughters 10 them
But only on this condition will the men agree with us to dwell among us and
be as one kindred that all our males become circumcised as they are
circumcised. Their cattle and substance and all their beasts will be ours,
if we only agree to their 1erms, s0 that they will settle among us " (Genesis
34:20-23)

Hamor and Shechem address the whole town from the “public place” perhaps trying 10 draw
the biggest audience possible, They proclaim that Jacob's family are their “friends” and that
when the two péoples merge, not only will their children be allowed to marry one another,
but that their material possessions will become collective. communal possessions This was
not stated in the original negotiations between Jacob’s sons and Hamor--Hamor must
convince his people that this is advantageous and will positively benefit the whole commumity
(and not just his son’s justful desires). They succeed to convince the people that this merger
would serve the interests of the entire community, and they fulfill their part of the contract,
expecting that Jacob’s family would do the same However, this was not to be the case

Jacob's sons killed every male member of the community as they recovered from their

surgeries, plundered the town. and captured the wives and the children

Jacob is terribly unhappy that his sons breached the contract that they had negotiated He says

that they have tarnished his name as an honest dealer. and the consequences of their actions
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might result in his ultimate destruction
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Jacob said to Simeon and Levi. Y ou have brought trouble on me, making me

odious among the inhabitants ol the land. the Canaanites and the Penizzites,

my men are few n number, so that if they unite against me and attack me: 1

and my house will be destroy ed * (Genesis 34.30)

Jacob’s reprimanding of his sons 1S 50 weak that it is problematic. He seems worried only that
his own name will suffer. He will speak more powerfully on his when he “blesses™ his children
at the end of the book of Genesis (Genesis 49:5-7), but how s 1t feasible that he would view
the unwarranted massacre of so many people merely as having brought a problem for himself?
Jacob is portrayed as a man W ho makes no moral judgement On his sons. One scholar suggest
that Jacob is silent because he has nothing to say. “He has already become the object of events

and has entered the twilight of his life ™
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“But they answered, ‘Should our sister be treated like a W hore”"” (Genesis 34:31) They

respond that there are some things that are simply not negotiable. Furthermore, to reiterate

what Radak stated earlier, the contract was never a binding contract because it was based on

false premises

“ Plaut 229.




L JOSEPH

The rest of the book ol Lienesis is devoted 10 the story of Joseph and Iis brothers
Sibling rivalry and power struggles feature prominently in the early stages of this story The
biblical authors create a situation in which Joseph has 1o be low ered (litérally) to the bottom
of the corporate totem pole before he can take his rightful place as an executive vice president
in the Egyptian corporate structure In his initial interactions with his brothers, he has little
political savvy
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He said to them, “Hear this dream which | have dreamed: There we were
binding sheaves in the field. when suddenly my sheaf stood up and remained
upright; then your sheaves gathered around and bowed low to m) sheaf”’
(Genesis 37:6-7)

In the biblical world, dreams were acknowledged as vehicles of divine disclosure Does

Joseph realize the severity of his words? He does not speak harshly—in fact he asks his

brothers to RI-VUDPT (please listen) to his dream Yet his brothers answer him with abrupt

words:
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“His brothers answered, ‘Do you mean {0 reign over us? Do you mean to rule over us?” And
they hated him even more for his talk about his dreams” (Genesis 37.8) Perhaps Joseph did
not comprehend their anger toward him, for he continues to relay his second dream to them
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\d 1old it 1o his brothers, saying, 1 ook. | have

He dreamed another dream

had another dream And this time. the sun the moon. and eleven stars were
all bowing down to'me And when he told it to his father and brothers, his
father berated him “What, he said to him, “is this dream you have dreamed”

sother and your brothers and bow low to you

Are we to come, | and your

to the ground”” (Genesis 37

Jacob still does not understand the growing resentment directed toward him Ramban
emphasizes that his father chastises m (o reduce his brother’s anger toward him Jacob
presumes that if they think that he is angry with him, the brothers anget will dissipate ™

However, this is not 1o be the case In the next scene. Jacob sends his favored son 10 his

brothers who are pasturing away from the house
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Israel said to Joseph. “Your brothers are pasturing al Shechem Come, 1 will

send you to them.” He answered, 1 am ready " (Genesis 37:13)

Joseph does not interpret the situation adequately. for he shows no fear whatsoever of

remaining alone with his brothers away from his father’s protection After taunting them with

his superiority, and telling them about his master plan that he will eventually rule over them,

Joseph should have felt trepidation about this impending meeting. Yet he simply maintains

that he is prepared to go 10 them. His father instructs him

“ Torat Chaim, Bereshit 11, Y37 i
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“And he said to him, "Go and see how your brothers are and how the flocks are faring. and
bring me back word™ (Genesis 37 14) Joseph goes on TS wa) to watch over his brother’s
endeavors On the way he encounters an unnamed man, who directs him on the correct path
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The man asked him. “What are you looking for”" He answered, 1 am looking
for my brothers Could vou tell me where they are pasturing”” (Genesis

37.15-16)
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“The man said, ‘They have gone¢ from here, for | heard them sy “Let us go to Dothan™
(Genesis 37:17). The man directs Joseph on the correct path, and he finally encounters his

brothers. As he approached them. his brothers noticed their younger brother on his way

toward them
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They said to each other, “Here comes that dreamer! Comie OW. let us kill him

and throw him into one of the pits, and we can 5ay. *A savage beast devoured

him.® We shall see what comes of his dreams!” (Genesis 37:20)

When they see Joseph approaching. his brothers hold an impromptu meeting in which to

decide Joseph's future. $’formo emphasizes that when the brathers say

19% rRY (come now) 0 each other, it means that they need unanimous consent in order
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for this deception to take place However Reuben strongly Opposes the idea of murdering
Joseph. He is the only brother who can think of the long=term consequences of such an act
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But when Reuben heard it he tned to save im from them He said. “Let us
not take his life ” And Reuben went on, “Shed no blood! Cast him into that
pit outside of the wilderness. but do not touch him you! selves --intending 10

save him from them and restore him 1o his father (Genesis 37 21-22)

Reuben attempts to mediate on behalf of the unknowing {ad. but the brothers are adamant that
Joseph should perish Joseph continues 10 approach his brothers in the field Judah makes
another proposal, and suggests that there is an more advantageous plan of action
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Then Judah said to his brothers, “What do we gain by killing our brother and
covering up his blood? Come, let us sell him to the Ishamelites, but let us not
do away with him ourselves. After all. he is our brother, our ow n flesh ™ His
brothers agreed. (Genesis 37:26-27)

Judah decides--and convinces hiis brothers--not only that there is no gain in killing Joseph, but

that they could make a profit on him as well They make a almost unanimous decision 10 sell

him to the Midianites and lie 10 their father upon their return. But on¢ brother--Reuben-- was

absent from the discussion. He had already expmsscd his objection 10 killing Joseph Reuben’s

intention-according to the narrator. for his brothers would have boycotted his desires--was

to return the boy unharmed t0 his father Now, this would prove to be impossible
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“Returning to the brothers. he said, “The boy 1s gone Now. what am | supposed to do”
(Genesis 37:30) His plans were spoiled. and there was no way of undoing what the brothers
had done. The brothers take Joseph s tumic back 1o their father
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“They had the ornamented tunic taken to theur father. and they said, “We found this Please
examine it, is it your son s funic of not?™" (Genesis 37 32) The brothers address their father
in the polite form as Joseph addressed them In the fields His response 1S SUrprsing. for as we

noted above, these words were the ones that the brothers presupposed that they would use

to explain the disappearance of Joseph to their father
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He recognized it, and said. “My son’s tunic' A savagge beast devoured him!'
Joseph was torn by 2 beast!” (Genesis 37:33)

Jacob refused to be comforted by his children as he mourned the assumed death of his son
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All his sons and daughters sought to comfort hirn, but he r:.-fuscd‘ 10 be
comforted, saying “No. { will go down mourning to. my son in Sheol.” Thus
his father bewailed him (Genesis 37:35)

The brothers make a transaction which results in the marketing and merchandising of Joseph--

even though we might think of him as “gtolen goods,” making the transaction illegal

Nevertheless, they succeed in completing the agreement and Joseph leaves with his new

OwWners.
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¥ JOSEPH: THE DREAM INTERPRETER

This portion of the Joseph story utilizes direct fiscourse primanily for two reasons. 10

expound and interpret the dreams of the t

utler. the baker and Pharaoh, and to move Joseph

up the corporaté ladder We shall see that Joseph's political savvy has improved tremendously
over the course of his years in servitude and captivity
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“He asked Pharaoh’s courtiers. who were with him in custody in the master’s house. sayng.
‘Why do you appear s0 downcast today”?"" ((Genesis 40'7) Joseph demonstrates an ability to
perceive the emotional state of those W ho surround him--unlike the episode when he relayed
those initial dreams to his brothers sdditionally, his listemng abilities improve as he matures
These two invaluable skills aid Joseph as he climbs the ladder of success to become second-in-
command of Egypt. The prisoners respond to Joseph’s inquiry
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And they said to him. “We had dreams, and there is no one to interpret
them ”So Joseph said t0 them, ‘Surely God can interpret! Tell me [your

dreams].” (Genesis 40°8)

Joseph takes a calculated gamble--what can he lose? He can only stand to profit from a

correct interpretation Joseph seizes the opportunity, although he does not know if this gratis

dream interpretation clinic will expand his business. Joseph emphasizes that he is blessed by

These are not his

God, and that though God he will be able to interpret the dreams correctly

own interpretations. Yl without him God will not have 2 vehicle to deliver these

interpretations. Therefore, he makes himself a valuable commodity. The jwo men relay their
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dreams to Joseph, hoping for favorable imerpretations
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Then the chiel cupbearer told s dream to Joseph He said to am In my
dream, there was a vine in front of me One the vine were three branches It
had barely budded. when out came is blossoms and its clusters ripened into
grapes Pharaoh’s cup was in my hand. and 1 100k the grapes pressed them
into Pharaoh’s cup. and placed the cup in Pharaoh’s hand ” (Genesis 40 9-11)

Joseph interprets this dream beneficially for the cupbearer Radak believes that there 1s no
divine intervention here at all--rather Joseph uses his own perception to interpret the dreams
He takes a calculated risk n interpretating.” Joseph realizes that this man will be in a free
man in a few days, and therefore plants an idea nto his head, hoping that he might be able 10
assist Joseph in the future Notice that half of the following quote is the interpretation, the

other half is a plea for assistance
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Joseph said to him, “This is the interpretation: The three branches are three
days. In three days Pharaoh will pardon you and restore you 1o your post. you
will place Pharaoh’s cup in his hand, as was your custom formerly where you
were his cupbearer But think of me when all is well with you again. and dp
me the kindness of mentioning me 10 Pharaoh so as Lo set me free from this
place. For in truth, 1 was kidnaped from the land of the Hebrews’ nor‘ha\'c 1
done anything here that they should have put me in the dungeons. (Genesis

40:12-15)

* Torat Chaim, Bereshit 11, WP




loweve . <ornnd interpretation the er It
I ever. in the second interpretation e « W result is not as favorable tor the respective
dreamer
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When the chief baker saw how favor ably he had interpreted. he said to Joseph

“In my dream. similarly. there were thre¢ openwor k baskets on my head In

the uppermost baskel there were all kinds of for Pharaoh that a baker

prepares. and the birds were eating it out of the basket above my head

(Genesis 40/ 16-17)
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Joseph answered, “This is the interpretation The three baskets are three days
In three days Pharaoh will lift off your head and impale you upon a pole. and
the birds will pick off your flesh " (Genesis 40:19)

Notice the difference in this interpretation Since Joseph believes that this man will die shortly

there is no reason to make the impassioned plea that he made to the first. Due to the lack of

divine intervention in this case We may assume that Joseph actually chose between the two

prisoners the one who is more likely to be freed and restored 10 his former position. That 1s

to say: Joseph knew how t0 identify the better contact, and cultiv ated a positive relationship

with this man. He correctly ascertained who was to live and who was 10 die. Eventually, this

episode proved 10 be quite fruitful for Joseph. The survivor--the pharaoh’s cup bearer--

remembered Joseph at 2 critical moment in conversation with Pharaoh, which led 1o Joseph's
release from captivity
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The chief cupbearer then spoke up and said to Pharaoh, “1 must make mention
today of my offenses Once Pharaoh was angry with his servants. and placed
me in custody in the house o the chief steward, together with the chief baker
We had dreams the same might he and 1, each of us a dream with a meaning
of its own A Hebrew vouth was there with us, a servant of the chief steward.
and when we told him our dreams He interpreted them for us. telling each of
the meaning of his dream And as he interpreted for us, so il came to pass |
was restored to my post and the other was impaled. (Genesis 41:9-13)

Therefore. Joseph's contact did in fact repay the debt that he acquired while in prison The

pharaoh called for Joseph to interpret his troubling dreams
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And Pharaoh said to Joseph, 1 have had a dream, but no one can interpret it
Now | have heard it said of you that for you to hear a dream is to tell its

meaning ” (Genesis 41 15)

Once again, Joseph chooses to attribute his power of interpretation 10 God, to authenticate

his explanations. Rashi says “it is not my wisdom, it is God who will put the answer in my

mouth for the welfare of the king ™ On a different matter, Joseph always addresses the

pharaoh in the third person, a technique which i rarely found in the pentateuch and therefore

should be emphasized This pattern of addressing another party is not found amywhere else

in the Pentateuch. Therefore, it is quite difficult to ascertain the reason for it’s prominence

% Torat Chaim, Bereshit 11, 197
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here in this passage Perhaps it1s @ St if respect--or of disdan
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Joseph answered Pharaoh, saving. ‘Not 1! God will see 1o Pharaoh’s weMare™ (Genesis

41'16) Pharaoh relays his dreams to his new mterpretes
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Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “In my dream. | was standing on the bank of the
Nile came up seven sturdy cows and grazed in the réed grass. Presently there
followed them seven other cows, scrawny, ill-formed, and emaciated--never
had 1 seen their likes for ugliness 1 all the land of E&Y pt! And the seven lean
and ugly cows ate up the first seven COWS, the stury ones, but when they had
consumed them, one could not tell that they had consumer them, for they
looked just as bad as before. And | awoke. In my other dream, | saw seven
ears of grain, full and healthy, growing on a single stalk, but right behind them
sprouted seven €ars, shriveled, thin, and scorched by the east wind. And the
thin ears swallowed the seven healthy ears. | have told my magicians but none

has an explanation for me. (Genesis 41:17-24)

Joseph responds:
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And Joseph told Pharaoh, “Pharaoh’s dreams are only one and the same ( jod
ﬁ has told Pharaoh what He is about to do The seven healthy cows are seven
years, and the seven healthy ears are seven years. 1115 the same dream. The
seven lean and ugly cows that followed are seven years, as are also the seven
emply ears scorched] by the east wind. they are seven years of famine. 1115 just
as | have told Pharaoh™ God as revealed 10 pPharaoh what he is about 10 do
immediately ahead are seven years of great abundance n all the land of Egyp!
After them will come seven years of famine, and all the abundance in the land
of Egypt will be forgotten As the land is ravaged by famine, no trance of the
abundance will be left in the land because of the famine thereafter. for it.will
be very severe. As for Pharaoh having had the same dream twice. it means
that the matter has been determined by God, and that God will soon carry it
out. Accordingly, llet Pharaoh find a man of discernment and wisdom. and
set him over the tand of Egypt. And let Pharaoh take steps 10 appoint
overseers over the: land, and organize the land of Egypt in the seven years of
plenty. Let all the good of these good years that are coming be gathered. and
let the grain be collected under Pharaoh’s authonty as food to be stored in
these cities. Let that food be a reserve for the land for the seven years of
famine which will come upon the land of Egypt. S0 that the land may not

perish in the famine (Genesis 41:25-36)

_-Joseph creates a solution

The second part of this interpretation is more than an interpretation

¢ needs assistance

1o the challenges that lie iahead, and plants an :dea in Pharaoh’s mind that h

from a man with discrimination and insight and would be willing to share his power, allowing

him to rule over the land. Who else could Joseph refer 10 put himself!
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So Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Since God has made all this known 10 yOUf. there
is none so discerming and wise as you You shall be in charge of my court, and

by your command shall all my peop le be directed, only with respect to the

throne shall 1 be supenior 10 you Pharaoh further instructs Joseph. “See. |
put you in charge of all the land of Egypt ~ (Lsenesis 41:39-41)
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Pharaoh said to Joseph, "1 am i’h.u\mh yet without you, no one shall lift up
hand or foot in all the land of Egypt ~ (Genesis 41 44)

Pharaoh immediately appoints Joseph to this position, the second in command of Egypt. Only
Pharaoh stands above him--and he relinquishes most of his responsibility to his newest
employee. In a matier of a few paragraphs of biblical text, Joseph moves up the corporate

ladder from the lowest place In his life to the very highest. Joseph speculates that if he plants

this idea in Pharaoh’s mind. the prospects W ould be quite good that he w ould be appointed

to this position. He was correct in his assumption

¢ JOSEPH AND HIS BROTHERS: REVISITED

Meanwhile, Jacob and his remaining sons are in a difficult position They know that rations

are scarce in their community, while 1 Egypt there was more than enough to be found

Therefore. Jacob instructs his sons 10 journey down t0 Egypt and purchase food for the

family:
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When Jacob saw that there were food rations to be had in Egypt. he said 10
his sons. “Why do you keep looking at onc another? Now 1 hear.” he went on.
“that there are rations 1o be had in Egypt Go down and procure rations for
us there, that we may live and not die ™ (Genesis 42:1-2)

The brothers agree to do s0. and they leave for Egypt ready to complete.their mission and
return home. They take no initiative in the matter--they are not motivated--while Jacob still
controls the family and makes the executive decisions The brothers make no verbal response-
-they are in silent acquiescence with their father. They arrive in Egypt. prepared to purchase
their rations and return 1o their families. However. Joseph had other ideas
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When Joseph saw his brothers, he recognized them; be he acted like a stranger
toward them and spoke harshly to them. He asked them. “Where do you come
from?” And they said, “From the land of Canaan to procure food.” (Genesis
42:7)

The intention of this conversation--from the brothers’ perspeclive--is directly related to

making an acquisition. The brothers answer Joseph--not just with the information that he

required, but with the purpose of their mission. They only had business on their minds, and

we not interested in idle chatting before such a deal might be realized. Yet Joseph prevented

them from making the deal s quickly:
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Recalling the dreams that he had drempt about them, Joseph said to them,
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“You are spies, you have ¢ ome Lo see the land n 1S nakedness — (Genesis

42.9)
Perhaps this is an attempt 10 crall the brothers. since Joseph intends Lo procure information
and he has not yet had the time 10 00 & without revealing his true identity He certainly does

not want this transaction 10 occur W ithout engaging them in some form of haggling and
bartering
NaXhed i~ iimbebY I-RD NIRRT 13M3 TIMR-ZYR 722 1232
But they said to him, “No, my lord! Truly, your servants have come 10
procure food We are all of us sons of the same man, We are honest men.
your servants have never been spies! (Genesis 42:11)
The brothers deny this accusation. and this detour in the conversation redirects their attention

from purchasing food to defending their position in Egypt §'forno says that they emphasize

“AR-TOR 732 1272 (weare all sons of the same man) in their speech. they mean to say

“Had we been spies for a King. do vou think a king would have sent twelve brothers to
spy?!™*" Within a matier of moments, they find themselves n & Very dangerous situation

Joseph reiterates his accusation The quotations n 43:3.5and 7 highlight by sheer

weight of repetition that Joseph's demand to see Benjamin 1S the single factor that

controls the fate of his family
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“And he said to them, ‘No, you have come to see the land in its nakedness'™ (Genesis

42:12).

Seemingly, there is n0 reason that Joseph must repeat his accusation 5o many times. However,

 Jorat Chaim, Bereshit 11, V3P




this time he receives a response from (hem-—more formation-about his father and his brot her
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And they replied, “We your servants were twelve brothers, sons of d centain
man in the land of Canaan the youngest, however. 15 with our father, and one
is no more.” (Genesis 42.1 3)

Not only are they brothers. but they furnish Joseph with the family tree Thev continue 10
attempt 10 establish their legiimacy. 50 that they may return 1o their original intent--10
procure food for themselves and for their families However. Joseph is unwilling to allow
them to make this transition He continues 10 accuse them in this matter
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But Joseph said to them “It is just as | have told you You are spies! By this
you shall be put 10 the test. unless your youngest brother comes here. by
Pharaoh, you shall not depart from this place! Let one of you go and bring
your brother, while the rest of you remain confined, that you words may be
put to the test whether there is truth in you Else, by Pharaoh. you are nothing
but spies!” (Genesis 42 14-16)

Joseph uses his own words as “proof” of his accusation of spying, even though the

brothers’ account of their situation has given him little evidence for such a charge

Normally we consider the story from Joseph's perspcmive Joseph's intent is strictly permnal

at this point. He wishes 10 reunite with his youngest brother who is not present with the rest

of the brothers, and his plan reflects this intention. However, the brothers are still in the
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yrother back to

market to buy rations from Ewvpt From the S bri

Egypt is a condition w hich thev must tulfill m o dert ke thetr purchase Joseph's onginal

plan calls for one brother to return Wi le the rest remain, but tor an undisclosed reason. he
of the brothers back with the exception of one

changes his mind. and sends all
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On the third day Joseph said to th

God-fearing man. If you are honest men

your place of detention, while the rest
olds, but you must brnng me your your

your starving housel
your words may be verified and tl

He makes a concession, 10 send most of th

that they should complete their task so 1

for them to know that his power also re
would not only kill the brother still kept
lives as well ** Joseph meant business
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They said to one another,
brother, because we looked on at

with us. That is why this distress

Initially, this matter should have been quit

——
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“Alas, we are
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em. “Do this and you shall live. for | am a
let one of you brothers be held in
of you go and take home rations for
1gest brother that
1t vou may not die * (Genesis 42.18-20)

¢ brothers back. $’forno explains that Joseph says

=00 ]9 (you may not die) means that he wished

aches into Canaan If they chose not 10 return, he

in captivity. but send men afier them to take their
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being punished on account of our

his anguish, yet paid no heed as he pleaded

has come upon us " (Genesis 42 21)

¢ a simple one Jacob sends his sons 10 buy rations,




and they find themselves in a pred went from which they will not easily emeree They do
not place the blame on Joseph but on themselves. as they deducc that this episode is a result
of their shady business transaction [ong ago b fields when they sold their brother into
slavery Reuben admonishes his brothers
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Then Reuben spoke up and <aid to them. “Did | not tell you Do no wrong
to the boy™? But you paid no heed Now comes the reckoning for his blood

(Genesis 42 22)
The brothers begin their journey back to Canaan. However. on the route home, one of the
brothers finds that his money is 10 his bag, as Joseph has schemed
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And he said to his brothers. “My money has been returned! It is here in my
bag! Their hearts <ank. and, trembling. they wurned to one another, saying,
“What is this that God has done to us?” (Genesis 42:28)

The brothers, having little choice in the matter, amve home and carefully reconstruct the
events that take place The brothers arc totally thrown off of their mission by this man who

is in control of their fates and their brother’s fate

PRI mab3mRD 1NK NN MPP |3PN POIRTT 22TR @R 3T
gomIR MR WY- 270 gabymm 127 ¥ 1M D732 Pl PR
“pR™ YID TIOR3 \3naR-PR D177 UM 1 AR 273N V23
< DO DNK 032 D VIR ART3 PORT VIR @R 12oR
opn B NR-NK 3371112591 Mp 82713 P3Y-NRY MR I
M DO - AR ana 0°32 72 BNR 07ATR R} 72 YR OOR

bmini=ly 'r'mr'r-nm na?




[ —>

“The man who 1s lord 0
on the land We said 1«

s and accused us of Spying

en '\}‘IL’\I

There were twelve ot us brothers one 15 no more

and the youngest 1s now with oul 1~ But the man

who is lord of the land said 1o us. "By this | <hall know vou are honest men

leave one of vour hrothers with me. and takc something for your starving

households and be off And bring vour voungest brother to me that | may
know that you are not spies hut honest men | will then restore your brother

to vou. and you shall be free 10 MOYE about in the land = (Laenesis 12 30-34)
Jacob's immediate reference 10 Joseph’s absence and his use of the same word for Simeon s
fate suggest a comparnson with the report the brothers made to Jacob in Genesis 37 32 In
that instance Jacob accepted their version ol the events so completely that the narrator has
Jacob spontaneously conclude that Joseph 1s ripped 1o pieces usIng the same words the
brothers planned to use 10 explain Joseph's disappearance in 17-20 but never spoke aloud
In this instance, the discovery of the money causes Jacob to doubt the veracity of their present
account and even to suspecl foul play toward Simeon on their part Jacob 1s obviously

displeased with his sons and rebuke them This reprimand they receive from their father

functions as a long-awaited and much-deserved condemnation that they did not

receive in response to the annihilation of the city of Shechem:
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Their father Jlacob said 10 them, It is always me that you bereave: Joseph 15
no more and Simeon is no more, and now you would 1ake away Benjamin
These things always happen 10 me!” (Genesis 42.36)

Jacob is incapable af considering the bigger picture--he 15 00 longer objective He does not

see that unless he relents and allows his sons 10 return with Benjamin (the ultimately playing

piece in this transaction--without him there will be no trade) he staunchly refuses and
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jeopardizes the lives of all of s other sons, and his “hole brood. for no food may be
~ » " ! sy {errand siiher 1 { -

prm.un.d until they meet Joseph s demands Reuben attempts to make a deal with his father

to provide him with collateral in case thev do not return home safely with Benjanun and

Simeon alive and well
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Then Reuben said to his father. *You may kill my two sons if 1 do not bring
him back to you Put him in my care and 1 will return him to you :
(Genesis 42 37)

Jacob refuses to accept these terms The collateral that Reuben offers is not as valuable as the
life of the son borne from his beloved Rachel. Under no circumstances will Jacob allow
Benjamin to leave with his brothers
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But he said, “My son must not g0 down with you, for his brother is dead and
he alone is left. 1f he meets with disaster on the journey you are taking, you
will send my white head down to Sheol in grief. (Genesis 42:38)

He asks his sons o g0 back to Egypt. without offering 10 send Benjamin with them
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And when they had eaten up {he rations which they had brought from
Egypt, their father said to them, “Go again and procure some food for us
(Genesis 43:2)

Once again, Jacob acts irrationally, He refuses to admit that without allowing Benjamin (o £0

down with his brother as a bargaining chip, they will never again procure rations from Egypt
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Without these rations thev would simply starve 1o death Jacob-could afft yrd to be stubborn

as long as the food brought from Egypt was enod h 10 sustain them However, once the
rations diminished. Jacob must weigh his options and deal with the reality set before mm

SRAP-RD PR PIRT 123 TV TV —pRrS 7T 1TOR RRM
—erm3 23RN 139MIR-NX OO JON-OR 29N a2 R NP3 "8
1375 BR @IRT-D TIRD OOUR -378-OR 192K 7 T3AWN

aonR 2R N3 13D IRMN-RD

But Judah said to him. The man warned us, “Do not let me see your faces
unless your brother 1s with vou " 1f you will let our brother go with us, we will
go down and procure food for vou' but if you will not let him go. we will not
go down, for the man said to us, "Do not let me see your faces unless your

brother is with you ™ (Genesis 43:3-5)
The first time that Jacob asked his sons 10 g0 down 1o Egypt. they did not make a verbal

response. However, this time. Judah responds on behalf of the brothers He stresses to his

father the necessity of Benjamin’s presence, and emphasizes that they will not succeed unless

the boy comes with them Jacob is still reluctant 10 confront the reality that his sons have no

choice in this matter Therefore, he makes futile and unnecessary accusations that are

irrelevant to the main objective of procuring rations
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And lsrael said, “Why did you serve me SO ill as to tell the man that you had another

brother?” (Genesis 43.6) They explain 10 their father that there was nothing that they could

have done to prevent the matter--that they assumed that it was part of the negotiation, and

without providing this information, they would have never been able 10 bring back the rations
that they did manage 10 purchase
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They replied. “But the man hept @ und our family, saving. ‘Is
your father still living” Have brother”” And we answered him
accordingly How were we 10 Rnow that he would sav. ‘Bring your brother

here’?” (Genesis 43 7)
Judah makes another attempt 10 convince his father 1o provide them with the crucial

bargaining chip
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Then Judah said to his father Israel, “send the boy in my care, and let us be on
our way, that we may live and not die--you and we and our children | myself
will be surety for him. you may hold me responsible: if | do not bring him back
to you and set him before you. | shall stand guilty before you forever For we
could have been there and back twice if we had not dawdled ™ (Genesis 43 8-
10)

Two conditions have changed since Reuben made the initial offer. As previously stated,

Reuben offered collateral that was not as valuable as the object 1n consideration. Perhaps

Jacob considered Judah’s honor inestimable and therefore more binding A person’s name and

a person’s honor were priceless commodities in the ancient Near Fast. However, another

condition has changed as well when Reuben offered his sons, the brothers had just returned

from Egypt, and the rations sat in front of Jacob as he made his decision. Now the rations

were depleted, and Jacob had little choice in the matter Therefore, he accepts this proposal,

and alfows Benjamin 10 travel with his brothers.
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Then their father Isi el said to them

the choice products ot the la

i1 must be so, do this take some of

gpage, and carry them down as @

gift for the man-—-some balm and some honey, gum laudanum. pistachio nuts,
and almonds. And take with you double the money, carrying back with you

the money that was replaced in the mou

ths of vour bags. perhaps it was a

mistake Take your brother 100 and go back at once to the man and may El
Shaddai dispose the man 10 mercy toward you, that he may release 1o you

vour other brother, as W ell as Benjamin
shall be bereaved * (Genesis 43 11-14)

Jacob finally relents, and in the process recove

business advice regarding the man
to avoid any possible accusation of thefi b
brothers journey down 10 Egy
and buy more rations Joseph notes their
eat with him
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When Joseph saw Benjamin with the

the men into the house, slaughter and
with me at noon " (Genesis 4316)

When the brothers arrive in Egypt. the

brothers assume that Pharaoh’s agent {Joseph

disappwanoeofthelastp

As for me, if | am to be bereaved, |

rs part of his business savvy He gives his sons

er in which they <hould flatter the king’s assistant and how

y bringing more money than is necessary The

ayment. If they do not have a good explanation, the

would never agree 10 make a deal with them
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pt, and go 10 Joseph to make the agreement, free their brother

arrival and makes preparations for his brothers to
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m. he said to his house steward, “Take
prepare an animal. for the men will dine

y are immediately called to Pharaoh’s house. The

) calls them 10 demand an explanation for the

y fear that he
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they said “We can jown once before 1o procure

“1f you please my lord
food But when we arrived at 1he mght .t and opened out bags
there was each one s money in the mouth our monev in full So we
have brought it back with us And we have brought down with us other
money to procure food We do not know who put the money 1N our bags

(Genesis 43 20-22)

Obviously, Joseph is not at all concerned about the disappearante of the money, for he knows

that the brothers did not deceive him Rather, he i1s more concemed about the arrival of his

youngest brother and about his father

neonR oa9 1M E2°3an AN D3MTOR RTINSO 027 oo w PR
MynE-NR SR RZIODR NI ooell oD NNNRRA

He replied, “All1s well with you, do not be afiaid Your God. the God of your
father, must have put treasure in vour bags for you | got your payment ™ And

he brought out Simeon 10 them. (Genesis 43 23)

Joseph reassures them that he did in fact receive payment for the goods rendered

Additionally, he brings Simeon to them as #n act of good faith. Even though his brother has
e must see Bemamin standing

not yet been presented to im as he originally requested, h

knows that they have fulfilled their part of the

before him with the rest of the brothers, and he

contract. His only concern is to be reunited with his brother, and to hear about his father
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“He greeted them, and he said, ‘How Is your aged father of whom we spoke? Is he still in

pond accordingly, once again assuming that

good health?™ (Genesis 43 27). The brothers res|
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this is part of the negotialion provess necessary 10 receive the rations Thev answer him
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“They rcphud. It 1§ well with vour ser ynt our father, he s stilln good health And they
bowed and made obeisance (Lenesis 13 28) Joseph cannot contain his excitement any
longer, and asks about his younger brothet
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Looking about, he saw his brother Benjamin, his mothers son, and asked. Is

this your youngest brother of whom you spoke 10 me”" And he went on,

“May God be gracious to you. my bov ~ (Genesis 4329)

Joseph cannot control his emotions--he does not personify a powerful and successful

corporate vice-president. This is the personal. emotional side of Joseph that we have rarely

encountered in the text However. his brothers are si/f m business mode--they must complete

their transaction and return home. if only to save Judah's honor
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“Then he washed his face. reappeared, and--now I control of himself—gave the order, ‘Serve

the meal™” (Genesis 43 31) Joseph collects himself and now continues as if he 1s willing to

make the transaction with them He commands his servants to fill their bags with rations, but

he also directs them 10 place a valuable object int0 Benjamin’s sack
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Then he instructed his house steward as follows, “Fill the men’s bags with
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good, as much as they can 1t each one’s money mn the mouth of
his bag Put my silver goblet 1 it ¢ bag of the youngest one
together with his money for the 1 And thev did as Joseph told them
(Genesis 44 1-2)

Joseph’s motives are purely persot al This1s all part ot ar elaborate plan to test whether his

brothers have changed their ethical and moral standards since he last knew them in Canaan
Immediately after they leave. he instructs his stew ards to pursue his brothers. capture. and
return them for questioning
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They had just left the city and had not gone far. when Joseph said to his
steward, “Up, go after the men! And when you overtake them, say 10 them,
“Why did you repay good with ev {17 1t is the very one from which my master
drinks and which he uses for divination. It wasa wicked thing for you 10 do!™
(Genesis 44:4-5)

The brothers claim no know ledge of this theft They argue that if they were thieves, they

would never have returned 1o Egypt in the first place. for they assumed that they E gyptians

thought they were thieves anyway' Moreover. they brought the money back in order to repay

Pharaoh--they could not be thieves. They have made every attempt 0 be honest in their

dealings from the moment they met Joseph in Egypt However, if Joseph verifies that indeed

one of them stole, they negotiate that the one who stole should be put 10 death, and the rest

shall become slaves 0 Joseph
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And they said to him, “Why does my Jord sav s things

e 1t from voul

cou from the

servants 1o do an

land of Canaan the money that we found in the mouths.of ot bavs How then

could we have stolen any silver 0 d from your master s house Whichever

of your servants it 15 found with shall die. the rest ¢ f us. moreover, shall

become slaves to my tord ~ (Genesis 44 7
The propnxal that Joseph makes 15 more lenient than the one that the brothers submit Recall
that Joseph's motives arc still personal--he might have wanted to reserve the option of taking
his brother Bemjamun back with him to Egypt, s¢ ndinu the rest on their way They had fulfilled

their obligation to bring back his mother s son and Joseph might not have seen another

reason 1o delay them any longes
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He replied. “Although what you are Proposing 15 right, only the one with
whom it is found shall be my slave. but the rest of you shall go free ™ (Genesis
44:10)

Joseph has no interest in his brothers any longer He and his servants search the brother’s

belongings, and the cup 15 found in Benjamin’s sack, to the shock and utter surprise of his

brothers.
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Joseph said to them, “What is this deed that you have done” Do you not know
that a man like me practices divination?” (Genesis 44°15)

Rashi says that when Joseph proclaims that he practices divination, he means 10 53y, “Do you

really think that you can cheat @ man like me?"" Once again, Joseph implies that they are

TR e
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dishonest dealers Judah realizes that if Ben

sot return with them. his per sonal
honor will be jeopardized. 101 he has placed it as collatera with his father He begins to plead
with Joseph
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Judah replied, “What can we say 1o my lord? How can we plead. how can we

prove our innocence? God has uncovered the ciime ol your servants Here we

are. then, slaves of my Jord. the rest of us as much as he in whose possession

the goblet was found ~ (Genesis 4410}
Judah pleads with Joseph. but to no avail Joseph’s response 15 deliberate. He is creating a
situation where the brothers must face the loss of the youngest child as their responsibility
They will face their father's wrath--this ume they are in charge of the younger brother. and
they will be to blame if he does not armve home unharmed. They will be forced to take

responsibility for their actions, and Judah will lose his valuable collateral
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But he replied, “Far be it from me 1o act thus! Only he in whose possession
the goblet was found shall be my slave, the rest of you g0 back in peace 10
your father » (Genesis 44:17)

Judah makes a long and impassioned speech in order 10 modify Joseph's terms He recounts

the entire episode from his pe:spectivc. and then plead with Joseph to allow them to remain

as slaves rather than 10 return to their father’s anguish
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Then Judah went up 10 him and said, “Please my lord. let your servant appeal
to my lord, and do not be impatient with your servant, you who are the equal
of Pharaoh. My lord asked of his servants. ‘Have you @ father or another
brother? We told my lord, ‘We have an old father, and there 15 @ child of his
old age, the youngest. his full brother 1S dead. so that he alone is left of his
mother, and his father dotes on him._ Then you said to your servants, *Bring
him down to me, that | may set eyes on him " We said to my lord. “The boy
cannot leave his father. if he were to leave him, his father would die * But you
said 10 your servants. “Unless your younger brother comes down with you, do
not let me see your faces.” When we came pack to your servant my father, we
reported my lord’s words to him Later our father said, “Go back and procure
some food for us.” We answered. ‘We cannot go down, for we may not show
our faces to the man unless our youngest brother is with us Your servant my
father said 1o us, "As You know, my wife bore me {wo sons. But one is gone
from me, and | said: Alas, he was torm bya beast! And 1 have not seen him
since. | you take this one from me, 100, and he meets with disaster, you will
send my white head down to Shaol in SOrTOW. Now, if 1 come 10 your servant

my father and the boy is not with us-—since his own jife is so bound up with
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his--when he sees that th

Jov 1s not with us, he will die. and your servants

will send the white head ol your sent ant down to Sheol in gnef

Now your servant has pledged himself for the boy 1o my father. saying. ‘1t
do not bring him back to you. | <hall stand guilty before my father forever ;

Therefore please let your servant remain s a slave to my lord instead of the

boy, and let the boy go back with-gis brothers For how can | go back to my

father unless the boy 1s with me”? Let me not be witness 10 the woe that would
overtake my father! * (Genesis 44 18-34)

In Judah's lengthy speech both Joseph and the reader svmpathize with Jacob and his fate 10
an extent that 1s unprecedented in the SIOTY In addition, Judah becomes & much more
attractive character because of the responsibility he takes upon himself with regard to
Benjamin and his father * He speaks for himself and for his brothers, and his speech reflects
love instead of sibling hatred Judah displays the art of the “interpreter,” speaking and quoting
with skill His speech is essentially a commentary of the words of other speakers. The
presentation of these quotations is parl of Judah's strategy of self-effacement. The purpose
of Judah’s words is t0 persuade Joseph to give up his control over their affairs (and return it
to God). Both the audience and Joseph become aware of the maturity of Judah through his
speech. But even in this case the shared perspective 1S brief, for the reader knows more about

both characters than either knows about the other Judah does not know Joseph’s true

identity, and Joseph must be sure that Judah's intentions are for the good of Benjamin and not

for his own good. He succeeds in this endeavor--in fact, Rashi states that at first Judah spoke

softly and humbly, because he remembered his oWn crime against Joseph. But when he

realized that the punishment was to fall on his younger brother Benjamin, he spoke angrily

% Savran 85.
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and so loudly that he voice echoed thi ghout the |
{ echoed throughout the land ol Fuypt "' Then his brother Joseph
prepares 10 reveal his true identity 1o s brothers
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Joseph could no longer control himself before all of his attendants, and he
cried out, “Have everyone withdraw from me!” Then Joseph said to his

brothers, “Come forward to me” And when they came forward he said, “1'am

your brother Joseph, he whom you sold into Egypt. Now, do not be distressed
hither, it was o save life that

or reproach yourselves because you sold me
God sent me ahead of you It is now 1wo years that there has been famine 1n
the land, and there are till five years to come in which there shall be no yield
from tilling God has sent me ahead of you to ensure your survival on earth,
and to save your lives in an extraordinary deliverance. S0, it as not you who
sent me here, but God; and He has made me a father 10 Pharaoh, lord of all

his household, and ruler Over the whole land of EZyPt Now, hurry back to my

father and say to him Thus says your son Joseph, “God has made me lord of
all Egypt; come down 10 M€ without delay. You will dwell in the region of

Goshen, where you will be near me--you and your children and your

B n—
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gumiduldrtn vour flocks and herds, and all that 151 wrs There | will provide

for vou--for there are yet fhve vears of tamine 1o come--that you and your
household and all that i \| an see for
vourselves, and my bro h h ndeed 1 who am
speaking 1o you And vou ervthing about my high

station in Egypt and all i brine mv father here with all
speed.” (Genesis 15 1-13)
Joseph first faces his brothers in bittermess and plavs games with them in order to find revenge

against them. but at this pomnt. having worked out his feelings towards his father and his

brothers, he is ready for reconcihation and acts accordingly I'hen. Joseph goes back mto his

business mode. First he explains to the brothers that they should not feel guilty about their

actions toward him. for it was part of a plan that was out of their control. The intention of the

plan was 1o save the family from the famine Then. he begns 10 make plans 1o assist the

family. Ramban says that when Joseph uses the phrase ana) NN @12 (“that you

and your house will not sufter want™) he tells his father that he would like to send the food

to his father without requiring his father to journey down 10 Egypt, however, this is not

feasible. For to do so might raise Pharaoh’s suspicions that he is selling rations 10 the land of

Canaan in order to make his 0Wn profits and 0 build his own treasury However, if Jacob and

his sons come down 10 Egypl. Pharaoh will see that they are his family and will not have any

suspicions of any improper use¢ of the rations of which he is in control * Pharaoh hears about
the incident and approaches Joseph. telling him
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And Pharach said to Joseph Sav ta Vo

Do as follows load up

vour beasts and go at once 10 the land i (€ lake r father and your
households and come 10 ME | will give you the best ¢ land of Egypt and
you shall live oft the fat ol the land. And vou are bidden [10 add). ‘Do as
follows take from the 1 wagons for vour children and your
wives. and bring your father het And never mind your belonzings. for the

best of all the land of Egypt <hall be vours — (Lienesis 15.17-20)
Pharaoh acts just as Joseph has predicted, by nol sending sustaining rations 1o his family n
Canaan. Joseph ensures that the Pharaoh is not alarmed and not suspicious. and Pharaoh

rewards him by offering to hosts Joseph's family and to send a mbute Joseph’s father. His

brothers return with the surprising reports
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And they told him, “Joseph is still alive, &S, he is ruler over the whole land

of Egypt ” (Genesis 45.26)
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“Enough!” said Israel “My son Joseph 1S still alive! | must 20 and see him
before I die!” (Genesis 45.28)

Jacob and his sons g0 10 Egypt to se¢ Joseph. Joseph and his father greet each other warmly,

and then Joseph returns 10 the issue of settlement and acquisition of land rights for his family

For the first time, Joseph prepares a scheme with his brothers so that they will receive

preferential treatment

epiy YD TR - S rR-SR AR RRM

152




W= W AAZIRTY VTR IRT WIS +ERI R TIR-N27 MR 1ON
MY ARTIT 27T TOR-D3Y AP DIREY 1T TIPR TWIR-TD

V1 FTIPR IR 2NTERY A9°p YRR PRI YD Do RPN
13gn Mava 137 0aN-01 MR- mOY-TYY IR 3V

\R3 YT - 52 39730 N3VIN-TD 103 PR3

Then Joseph said 10 hi¢ brothers and to his father’s household, 1 will 2o up
and tell the news 10 Pharaoh. and say to him My brothers and my father's
household, who weren the land of Canaan. have come to me The men are
shcphcgd»._ they have always been the breeder of livestock. and they have
brought with them their flocks and herds and all that is theirs.” 50 when
Pharaoh summons you and asks. “What 1s youl occupations?” you shall
answer, ‘Your servants have been breeders ol livestock from the start until
now. both we and our fathers —so that you may stay in the region of Goshen
For all shepherds are abhorrent 10 Egyptians.” (Genesis 46.31-34)

Heskoni says that Joseph's self-interest 1 emphasized in this passage--more than his brothers
Joseph does not wish for the other ministers in Pharaoh’s court to know his brother’s

occupation, for as he tells his family, herding is a loathsome occupation He does not want

to give his political opponents ammunition against him S He wants 1o preserve his pOWer,

not undermine his high rank in the court Joseph refrains from explaining his reasons to his

brothers, yet makes it clear that this is for their best interests Joseph implements his part of

the plan He goes 10 Pharaoh, and speaks 10 him about his family’s arrival He informs

Pharaoh about his family’s present |ocation and possessions
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Then Joseph came and reported o Pharaoh, saying. “My father _and my
brothers, with their flocks and herds and all that is theirs, have come from the
land of Canaan and are now in the region of Goshen " (Genesis 47:1)

—
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Pharaoh meets with a few--selected and instructed by lasenh--and Pharaoh questions them
as Joseph has already predicted
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“Pharaoh said to his brothers What is vour occupation”? ((enesis 17 3) The brothers
answer, however. they do not comply with J¢ seph's request Furthermore, neither they nof

the narration provide an explanation for this action. The brothers answer truthfully and even
suggest where they would like 1o settle with the permission of the Pharaoh
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They answered Pharaoh, “We your servants are shepherds, as were also our
fathers. We have come, * they told Pharaoh, “10 sojourn in this land, for there

is no pasture for your servants’ flocks, the famine being severe in the fand of

Canaan. Pray, then, let your sefy ants stay in the region of Goshen " (Genesis
47:4)

Joseph is silent—-never in the discourse nor in the narrative does Joseph reprimand his brot hers

for their non-compliance Perhaps they determined that Joseph's request was moti ated by

self-interest and not for their benefit as he implied They must have thought that it was odd

that Pharaoh responds 10 them positively, allowing them to settle in Goshen as they have

requested Furthermore, Pharaoh offers employment 10 those that Joseph deems qualified
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Pharaoh said to Joseph. “As regards your father and your brothers who have
come to you, the land of Egypt is open before you settle your t:?ihcr and
brothers in the best part of the land; let them stay in the region of Goshen
And if you know any capable men among them, put them in charge of my

livestock.” (Genesis 47.5-6)
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g cnc Pharaoh to his {ather ' ' {
.loseph introduces Pharac h to his father. and Pharaoh asks m a rather mundane gquestion
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“pharaoh asked Jacob, "How many arc the vears of vour life?”” (Genesis 17 8) S'forno.says
that this question was moltiy ated by the fact that Jacob is such an old man with such young

children. There is no reason 10f the question other than pet <onal curiousness on the part of

the Pharaoh ** Jacob answers his question with more information than Pharaoh requested
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And Jacob answered Pharaoh.’ The vears of my sojourn [on earth] are one
hundred and thirty. Few and hard have been the years of my life, nor do they
come up to the life spans of my fathers dunng their sojourns.” ((jenests 47:9)

With this melancholy and sorrowful reply. the story of Joseph and his brothers concludes

momentarily. Joseph clearly states that by selling im 1nto dlavery, they insured the survival

and economic stability of the family, and of the whole Egyptian nation He rose to a high

position in Pharaoh’s court, and his family benefited- _economically and otherwise--because

of his status

¢ JOSEPH AND THE PEOPLE

Joseph turns his attentions to the people of Egypt, who are not faring as well as one would

expect. The severity of the famine 15 SO pronounced that the iphabitants rely solely on the

of their needs The people come before Joseph and beg for state

government 10 take care
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And when the money gave outih the land of Egypt and in the land of Canaan,
all the Egyptians came 10 Joseph and said, “Give us bread. lest we die before
your very eyes. for the money is gone' \nd Joseph said, “Bring your
livestock. and 1 will sell to you auainst your livestock. if the money is gone
(Genesis 47 15-16)

Joseph nises to the opportumty and prevents @ national catastrophe by using their liv estock

as collateral against their debts to the state thereby deterring the onsel of famine in the land

that he worked so hard to prevent This temporarily prev ented disaster from befalling the

Egyptians, but.once they had relinquished their cattle in exchange for bread, they presumably

knew that they approaching the most difficult part of the famine yet. What ot her assets did

they have besides their land--and themselv es’
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And when that year was ended, they came 10 him the next year and said to
him, “We cannol‘hide from my lord that, with all the money and animal stocks
consigned to my lord, nothing s left at my lord’s disposal save our persons
and our farmland. Let us not perish before your eyes, both we and our land
Take us and our land in exchange for bread, and we with our land will be serfs
to Pharaoh; provide the seed, that we may liveé and not die, and that the land
may not become a waste.” (Genesis 47 18-19)

They offered their own selves into servitude in order to prevent starving to death They

at was acceptable 10 Joseph, s0 he agrees on behalf of

developed an logical economic plan th
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that sounded more than reason
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Then Joseph said 1o the people. “Whereas | have this day acquired you and
vour land for Pharaoh. here is seed for you 10 50W the land And when harvest
comes. you shall give on¢ fifth to Pharaoh. and four-fifths shall be yours as
seed for the fields and as food for you and those in your households. and as

nourishment for your children (Genesis 47.23-24)
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And they said, “You have saved our lives' We are grateful to my lord. and we
shall be serfs 10 Pharaoh ” (Genesis 47.25)

The newly acclaimed serfs accepted the new contract gladly There are remnants of the

conversation that transpires between Jacob and his brother Esau as they bargained over the

red pottage. Both Esau and the Egyptians are wgrarving -~the first and foremost concern on

their minds was how 10 obtain sustenance Esau, miserable and famished. pleads wit h his

brother as if he will die if he does not cat—just as the Egyptians plead Yet10 the reader’s

ears, Esau’s petitions seem contrived, while one has the sense that the Egyptians are truly at

a moment of life and death. Jacob forces Esau into a deal that will eventually destroy their

relationship altogether, while Joseph saves lives (according t0 the people themselves) We

should note that Joseph’s deal with the people will more likely than not prove advantageous

for Pharaoh’s accounts, but it does not appear that Joseph made the deal solely based on

financial considerations.
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L] JACOB on his DEATHBED

fhc family is reunited for a short \ hile before Jacab prepares to die He calls Joseph to his
side
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And when the ume approached for Israel 1o die. he cummoned his son Joseph
and said to him, “Do me this favor, place your hand under my thigh as a
pledge of your steadfast loyalty please do not bury me in Egypt When | he
down with my fathers, take me up from Egypt and bury me i their bunal-
place.” (Genesis 47:29-30)

Jacob feels an obligation 10 continue the covenant that was formed by his grandfather
Abraham, and continued by his father 1saac. He makes Joseph swear that he will not be buried
in this country--that Joseph will make sure his remains are buried with his father and

grandfather Joseph agrees to this promise
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He replied, 1 will do as you have spoken” And he said, “Swear to me "

(Genesis 47:31)

But Jacob demands that Joseph take an oath to this effect. In order to assure his father that

i3S he truly would adhere 10 his wishes, he swears 10 him that his wish would be respected. When

Jacob dies, Joseph goes 10 Pharaoh and spoke 10 Pharaoh about the matter
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The Egyptians bewailed him seventy days. and when the wa
over. Joseph spoke to Pharaoh s court. Savins Do
appeal before Pharaoh "My father i de m

Be sure to bury me 1n the £

yr. and lay this

1 am about to die

myself in the land of

mv father. then | shall

Canaan.= NOW, therefore, let mg 2o up @
return (Genesis 50 3-5)

This request 15 presented in such a wav as 10 ensurc Pharaoh’s agreement 10 the up and

coming journey to Canaan Once again, we note how Joseph understands how one 15

supposed 10 speak 1o Pharaoh From the first time Joseph addressed Pharaoh until this

moment, Pharaoh has agreed 1o every request. This ability to speak to his supenoris an

essential business skill that serves Joseph well Furthermore, in this passage we may also

sense a deep sense of responsibility 10 his father. Pharaoh seems 10 sense this commitment

100, as he tells Joseph 10 do as he has said
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And Pharaoh said, “Go up and bury your father, as he made you promise on

oath ” (Genesis 50:0)
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So they sent this message 10 Joseph “Before his death your father left this

instruction: S0 shall you say to Joseph, ‘Forgive. | urge you, the offence a_nd
guilt of your brothers who treated you sO harshly.’ Therefore, please forgive
the offense of the serv ants of the God of your father.” And Joseph was 1n

tears as they spoke 10 him.” (Genesis 50 16-17)

Now that Jacob is gone, the brothers fear recriminations from Joseph Therefore, they

3 “quote” their father. The brothers tell Joseph that his father requested that he should not take
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revenge against his brothers tor seling n There s ™ ecord of such a
statement earlier in the story--and we are provided with an ‘her unverifiable piece of direct
discourse. The nature ol this comment. together vith the stated motivations of the brothers
in 5015, points 10 the conclusion that this statement has been fabricated by the hrothers

Jacob has no reason 10 suspect Joseph of insincerity. nor 1s it clear that he was ever aware of

the brothers’ mistreatment of Joseph Should the reader “believe” that jacob. spoke these

words? Joseph tries 10 curtails the com ersation--telling his brothers that the offences of the

past were no longer consequential
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His brothers went 10 him themselves. flung {hemselves before hum, and said.

“We are prepared to be yout slaves " (Genesis 50:18)
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But Joseph said to them. “}Have no fear! Am1a substitute for God? Besides,
although you intended me harm. God intended it for good, so as 10 bring
about the present result--the surviv al of many people And so, fear not. I will
sustain you and your children.” Thus he reassured them, speaking kindly 10

them. (Genesis 50:19-21)

Joseph had either utterly and completely absolved his brothers for their actions, or had

perfected the ability to impart flawless Jewish guilt Although there is no further record of

direct discourse between the brothers, one might expect that they would be eterally grateful

to his benevolent brother Joseph. His keen Sense of commerce saved the lives of countless

people, including the lives of his own family

160




I'he Book of Exodus

L] PHARAOH DECREES SLAVERY

The newly established communil f 1sraelites in f
ablished commur  1sraelites in Egypt fk yurishes. and their numbers

grow tremerx s ceviree of the vea h . .
g emendously in the course ol the ¥eais Ihe sacred promise to the pats jarchs that their

descendants would become NUMErOUs was more than adequately realized The lsraelites

become a “great nation * The pharaoh at that nme “who did not know Joseph™ notices that

the numbers of Israelites in the land increases hevond expectation When he realizes that this

people might very well outnumber his own, he devises a plan in order 10 arrest their immense

growth:
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And he said to his people, 1 ook, the Israelite people are much too numerous

for us. Let us deal shrewdly with them, so that they may not increase,
otherwise in the event of war they may join our enemies in fighting against us
and rise from the ground.” (Exodus 1:9-10)

When the pharaoh states that he wishes 10 udeal shrewdly” with the Israelites, he means 10

say that he wants 10 force them to enter into a form of state slavery which may be defined as
the organized imposition of forced labor upon the male population for long

and indefinite terms of service under degrading and brutal conditions The

men so conscripted received no rew ard for their labors, they enjoyed no civil
rights, and their Jot was generally much worse than that of a household slave
Organized in large work gangs, they became an anonymous Mmass,
depersonalized, losing all individuality in the eyes of their oppressors it

e
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He decides to 1mpose hard labor these people. exploming this select population tor the

good of the regime Nachmonides also beheves that pharaoh began his campaign agamst the
4 =dn i dllipie il ad i

Israelites for economic and stratewic reasons He states that the king was afraid that the

Israelites would join an invading army and escape vith a sienificant portion ol Feypt's wealth

Instead of killing off the Israclies Pharaoh cleverly develops plan for taxing their property

and for putting them 10 work on his projects In this manne: all of Egypt prospered from the

enslavement of the Israelites

+ MOSES FIGHTS FOR JUSTICE

Moses, having witnessed the IMustces done 1o the Ist aelites, cannot tolerate the sizht

of an Egyptian beating a Hebrew In place of a formal system of democratic justice, Moses

takes matters in his oWn hands, strikes down the persecutor and buries him in the sand When

he performs this action, he clearly chooses 10 associate with the lsraelites Later, he

admonishes a Hebrew slave for feuding W ith another Hebrew slave
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When he went out the next day. he found tw0 Hebrews fighting. s0 he said
to the offender. “Why do you strike your fellow”” (Exodus 2 13)

But the offender responses
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He retorted, “Who made you chief and ruler over us? Do you mean to kill me

as you killed the Egyptian”” Moses was frightened, and thought: Then the

matter is known' (Exodus 2 14)
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From this comment Moses knows that people are awars that he is a murderer--that he killed

the Egyptian task master The matter is common hnowledge and Moses flees into the
wilderness to take refuge in the i€ rory of the Midianites  Althe ueh this episode does nol
show Moses making a conti act or other sort of agreement W ith another party. it 1s business

ot the s government and sets the scene for a

oriented. Moses questions the authornty

massive lsraglite revolution that will oceur subsequent 1 his return from exile. Once he

returns, he will have substantial power (hestowed on him by God) and will be in a posiion

to make significant arrangements with Pharach pertaiming to the future employment status of

the Israelites

¢ MOSES GOES BACK TO EGY i ]

After speaking with Gad, Moses goes 10 his father-in-law 10 ask for permission 10 80 back

to Egypt
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Moses went back 10 his father-in-law Jether and said 10 him, “Let me g0
back to my kinsmen 10 Egypt and se€ how they are fanng And Jethro said

to Moses, “Go in peace * (Exodus 4:18)

By marrying into Jether's family. he enters into an employment contract with the head of the

family which has an implied term that he must ask permission 10 leave before doing SO

Basically, Moses asks for his father-in-law’s permission because, according 10 Rashi, he had

= . % e ak 55
sworn to stay with him through his marriage 10 Zippora 'forno says that 20N R
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19598 (1 will go and retum {10 Evpt]) can be understood as “T will go hut | will return, tor

| am leaving you my wife and my sons Nevertheless, he asks permission of his father-in-

oy b oy - "
jmhel 4 (wo in peace) He i1s given leave from his

law. and receives an affirmative reply

position with the Midianites He will not receive benefits while he is away. and iL1s unclear

if or when he will return

¢ MOSES and AARON vs. PHARAOH

After Moses and Aaron receive their commission from God 1o free the lsraelites from

bondage, they have 10 establish themselves as God’s agents. The challenge will be to establish

God’s superiority to the other gods (God is not the monopoly in this market) and 10 establish

the nature of Moses’ relationship with this deity The agents ¢0 first to the Israelite people

and rally support for God from the masses Then. Moses and Aaron do as God commands

they go to the Pharaoh and demand a three day worship period for the Israelife people
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Afterward Moses and Aaron went and said to Pharaoh, “Thus says _thc
LORD, the God of Israel Let My people go that they may celebrate a festival
for Me in the wilderness » (Exodus 5:1)

Pharaoh--there is a new contender in town

However, this God is an unknown entity 10

petition, and does not wish 10 be bothered by

Pharaoh is not yet impressed by this new com

the two Hebrew slaves in his presence What could they possibly possess (material or
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otherwise) that could be v aluable 1

by - o oy oy -
}S SRAEA-NRTOWS 1OPIVRDY

ASER XD OROET-NR 027 T SR

—_rae =T S
UN =R YN IRRM

- -
i

But Pharaoh said. “Who 1s the LORD that | should heed Him and let 1sratl

go? 1 do not know the LORD. nor will 1 let Israel 2o (Exodus 5°2)

But Moses and Aaron maintain that the God of the Hebrews has spoken to them. made them

God’s agents, and made them responsible for the welfare of the Israclite people They do tell

Pharaoh that he should follow God's commandment. but 1n these early stages of negolialions,

they refrain from using a direct threat Rather. they stale that if God’s command is not

followed, they shall all suffer the consequences
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They answered, “The God of the Hebrews has manifested Himself to us Let

us go, we pray, 8 distance of three days into the wilderness to sacrifice to the
LORD our God, lest He strikes us with pestilence or sword Moses and
Aaron, why do you distract the people from their tasks? Get to your labors!”
And Pharaoh continued, “The people of the and are already SO nUMETOUS, and
you would have them cease from their labors!” (Exodus 53-5)

n for disturbing the work of the Israelite slaves

Pharaoh admonishes Moses and Aaro
Furthermore, he commands Moses and Aaron 10 return to their own tasks, reminding them
that they too are slaves, and have 0 true power in this matter Rashi comments on the second
half of Pharaoh’s statement. When Pharaoh reprimands the tWo agents of God for distracting

he is telling them that the sheer numbers of slaves are so great that

the slaves from their work,
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a cessation in work causes the Pharaoh a sienificant hnancal damage Therefore, Phar woh lost

profits as a result of Moses and Aaron s “anties instead of trving to recover his losses

through increased workload he decides that it would be more advantageaus 1o teach the

Israelites a lesson, to insure that such an incident will not happen again
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the taskmasters and foremen of the people

That same day Pharach charged
with straw for making bricks

saying, “You <hall no longer provide the people
as heretofore; let them 20 and gather straw for themselves But impose upon
them the same guota of bricks as they have been making heretofore, do not
reduce it, for they are chirkers. that is why they cry. Let us go and sacrifice
to our God!" Let heavier work be laid upon the men. let them keep at it and
not pay attention 10 deceitful promises.” (Exodus 5°6-9)

This is Pharaoh's move 10 discredit the messengers of God in the eyes of the masses Pharaoh

for their numbers still concerned the ruler 1f Moses

must maintain control over the Israelites, |

and Aaron succeed 10 convince the Israelites that they should strike or re olt. Pharaoh would

have a difficult time controlling them He would be forced to utilize a vast amount of

resources in order to rerminate a revolt The taskmasters relay the news to the people that

their quotas will remain the same, but that they would no longer be furnished with matenials

to complete their task
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S$o the taskmasters and foremen ol the people wit 4
“Thus savs Pharaoh 1 will1 Wi dr Y
straw vourselves wherever vou cal find 1. but ther
whatsoever in your work (Exodus
[t was inconceivable that the workers could complete their quota without the proper material

but they were punished nevertheless
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whom Pharaoh’s taskmasters had set over
asked. “did you not complete the
or today. as you did before™

And the foremen of the Israelites
them, were beaten Why" they were
prescrihcd amount of bricks, either vesterday
(Exodus 5:14)

This question is slightly pretentious and rhetorical, No answer is gV en, nor is one necessarily

needed. The foremen are not 10 blamie for the low rate ut'pmducunn-—lhc_\ were not given

enough time or resources to contend with the new conditions placed upon them They were

not to blame--and they protested 10 Pharaoh for the unfair conditions that were required of
them. Notice that they complain specifically about the unfair treatment 10 which they were
subjected, and not about the unfair treatment of all of the Israelites They speak 1o him as self-

representatives
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Then the foremen of the Israelites came 0 Pharaoh and cried “Why do you

deal thus with your servants? No straw is issued to your servants, yet they
) nts are being beaten, when the

= demand of us Make bricks! Thus your serva
fault is with your own people.”

* (Exodus 3 15-16)
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Pharaoh rcspumi~ to them as he responded to Moses and Aaron He speaks to them sternly

and reiterates the demands we will provide vou will less 11 atenials. but vou must produce the

same amount of matenal
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He replied. “You are chirkers. shirkers! That is why you say, Let us go and
sacrifice to the LORD Be off now to your work! No straw shall be issued

to you, but you must produce your quota of bricks!” (Exodus 5 17- 18)

§’forno says that Pharaoh contends that they are 1azy If they have this excess of time 10 £0

out to the wilderness and offer sacrifices 10 God. they must have plenty of excess time on a

normal basis Therefore, if their W orkload increases, they should not have difficulty n

fulfilling the quota ~ These unfortunate foremen happened 10 encounter Moses and Aaron as

they emerged from the palace, and they verbalized their outrage and frustration upon the two
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the LORD look upon you and punish you for

And they said to them. “May i Y
putting a sword in their

making us loathsome 10 Pharaoh and his court iers--
hands to slay us.” (Exodus 5:21)

Pharach succeeds 10 persuade the people that Moses and Aaron are responsible for their
hardship. He uses the tactic of “divide and conquer” and probably assumes that he has
controlled the crisis. Profoundly discouraged and disillusioned, Moses cries out to God and

g —
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asks for guidance In this moment listress. God refre cebuking Moses for a lack

()I‘r'dilh l“‘»!ci’ld_ God encourages im ds 1o the ultimate crory of his mussion that awains
After several plagues haye airead wffected Evpt Pharaoh finds himself humbled

he is ready to deal with the represengatives of God Pharaoh proposes a contract with the two

that would sausfy the nceds of the Isracines but would only partially satisty the needs ot

Pharaoh and his dominion
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Then Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron and said. “Plead with the LORD

to remove the frogs from me and my people and 1 will let the people go 10

sacrifice to the | ORD " (Exodus 8 4)

This is the first time: in the tex! that Pharaoh acknowledges the existence and the power of

God (only to deny 1t shortly thereafter) Moses accepts Pharaoh’s contract and adds a

reward
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And Moses said t0 Pharaoh, “You may have this triumph over me for what
time shall | plead in behalf of you and your courtiers and your people, that the
frogs be cut of from you and your houses, to remain only in the Nile”For

tomorrow,” he replied (Exodus 8:5-6)

Moses, probably still concerned about proving his authority to Pharaoh, agrees 10 the
es the plagues to cease Moses

contract, and coyly asks Pharaoh to designate the time his wish

{ Moses truly had a measure of control in the

adds a bonus to the deal. to show Pharaoh tha

pond 10 the request if it came from Moses

situation—that God would res
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And [Moses] said. = As vou sas hat vou may know that there
LORD our God. the It cat It v nd 1 W
people. they she e ™ (f 5 )

Moses repeats Pharaoh s admisston that there 15 a God ai d that God is powerful-- making his
point abundantly cleas God has presailed. Phara b has vielded Moses completes his part of

1o allow the Israchites to Wor ship 10

the deal. but Pharaoh breaches the contract, and refuses t

pumshment for Pharach’s violation. Once again.

God. God sends another plague to Egypt in

aron, telling them that he would like to renegotiate with

Pharaoh calls upon Moses and As

them
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Then Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron and said. “Go and sacrifice to

your God within the land ™ (E xodus 8:21)

the terms of the original agreement, allowing for

Pharaoh makes a counter offer by changing

worship within the area that he controls. but not outside of these parameters However, these

modifications are unacceptable 10 Moses (Aaron does not reply in this instance--one wonders

if Aaron might have accepted this offer if Moses had not been present) who adheres to his

original offer and he contends that only the original proposal will satisfy the requirements sct
forth by God
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But Moses rephed.

the LORD our God is untouchable to the Egyprians If we sacnif oh
is untouchable tq the Egyptians belorc thei th ¢
So we must 2o a distance ¢ davs into the : i
LORD our God as He may command Us Fxodus 822-2

Rashi says that the Israclites do not.vet hnaw wat ammals G

may turn out to be one that Egyptians wou d-regard as a sacrilcgious

of the lsraelites slaughtenng and sacrificing

their gods were represented by animals

and provoke the Egyptians 10 kill the lsraelites ™ Since the
t

such animals might enrage

Israelites were considered chattel by Pharaoh. this argument proved to be successful Pharaoh

consents, allowing them to go outside the confines of the controlled lands, but makes a small

stipulation
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sacrifice to the L ORD vour God n the

Pharaoh said, 1 will let you g0 to
Plead. then, for me * (Exodus 8:24)

wilderness. but do not g0 Very far

Pharaoh asks them to 7193 sy (plead for me). Tbn Ezra says that these two words

sentence, meaning “plead for me with your God 10

should have come at the beginning of the

nd you to sacrifice in the w ilderness, however, only

stop the plagues, and only then shall I s¢

a4 g i
on the condition that you should not travel more than three days distance from here

(vet he does not mention the welfare of his

Pharaoh is concerned about his own welfare

® Torat Chaim, Shemot 1, X3
* Torat Chaim. Shemot 1,33




people--a direct contrast I Moses) and he asks for God 1o Cease the AestUCHOR Moses

agrees 10 the terms. and tells Phara 1 he waill plead i on behall of the King

his patience will soon end
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And Moses said. “When | leave your presence. | will plead with the LORD
that the swarms of insects depart tomorTow irom Pharach and his courticrs
and his people; but let not Pharaoh agam ac

(Exodus 8 =

1 deceitfully, not leting the people
3)

go to sacrifice 10 the LORD
Moses--as God's agent--

Moses has an advantage in the negotiations al this point In time

controls the plagues. This advantage places pressure on Pharaoh If one reads the text

want 1o contend with Moses from an interior

according to Ibn Ezra, Pharaoh does not

possession Therefore, instead of simply letting the sraclites go. which would alleviate the

continues 10 negouate, demanding that God remove

disaster caused by the plagucs. Pharaoh

the plague before the people are allow od to worship as Moses and Aaron have requested
Moses is willing to concede this point and grant him this demand, but warms Pharaoh that he
should not deceive him this time. He does not statc w hat the consequences for disobedience
will be, but he does present Pharaoh with this warning. The chastising does not work at all,
for the next time Moses and Pharaoh speak, the very same pattern emerges
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Thereupon, Pharaoh sent for Moses and Aaron and said to them, “1 .sland.
i . tive The LORD is in the right, and | and my people are in the
s o be an end of God’s thunder and

wrong. Plead with the LORD that there may
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of hail 1 will let vou g

Pharaoh admits that he was mistahern H 1 me (a5 C v C s
judgement ) He again asks the brathers to plead witht p the hail, and then he will
let them leave By virtue of this encounter. Moses understands with whom he 18 dealing

Again, Moses promiscs the Pharaoh that he will k 1o God on his behalf
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Moses said to him, “As | go out of the city, | shall spread out my hands to the

LORD; the thunder will cease and the hail will fall no more, s0 that you may
know that the earth is the | ORD’s. But | know that you and your courtiers

do not yet fear the 1 ORD God " (Exodus 9-29-30)

Moses now can predict the outcome of this segment with Pharaoh, and he states 1t clearly at

the end of his discourse, that Pharaoh does not truly fear God nor does he underst and the

ultimate power of God. Heskoni says that Moses says ~1 know that you have not yet been

convinced because the parley and the flax have not yet been destroyed, and you still have

enough to eal, and this is why you arc till confident. | know that 1 will have to break you

before you will agree and keep your promis¢ =42 §ure enough, pPharaoh repudiates his part of

the contract and Moses is forced 10 make serious threats on behalf of God
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So Moses and Aaron went 10 raoh 2
the God of the | febrews, How long will
Me? Let my people o that th

For if you refuse to let My
people go, tomorrow 1 will bring locu erritory They shall cover
the surface of the land. so thal no one will be able to see the land They shall
; after the hail” and they shall

devour the surviving remnant that was left to v
in the field Moreover. they shall fill your

eat away all your 1rees that g
palaces and the houses of all vour courtiers and of all the Egypuians--
something that neither your fathers nor fathers fathers have seen from the
day they appeared on carth 1o this day ™ With that he turned and left

Pharaoh’s presence (1 xodus 10:3-6)
Pharaoh never speaks in this episode--one could say that he 1s “speechless.” Moses quotes

God’s words for the first ime. validating and authenticating his position. This is the first ime

that Moses gives @ detailed descrnption of the plague 10 befall the Egypnians The first ime

that he approached Pharach he was quit¢ vague, speaking about pestilence Of sword

However this time Moses gIVES a specific hist of tragedies that will befall the Egyptians if

Pharaoh does not concede Pharaoh’s courtiers even speak to the king and attempt 10

convince him to relent
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Pharaohs courtiers said to him, “How long shall this one be a snare to us’
Let the men go 10 worship the LORD their God! Are you not yet aware

that Egypt is lost”" (Exodus 10.7)
n! When will you admit defeat--when we

His servants admonish him saying, “You can't Wi
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have lost everyihing’ Pharach does espond d

indirectly, as he called Moses and varon back t
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So Moses and Aaron werc brought bach haraot
“Go, worship the | ORD vour God' Who are Ihe
10.8)

Pharaoh only makes a show ol agreciis. for i

-

1 and he said to them

165 10 20 (Exodus

mediately after agrecing, he asks for more

information. He still needs to feel a sense Of control about the matier Thus. he opens the

floor for negotiations Once again He wants 10 limit the amount of people and matenal

possessions that can g0 0n the excu
the men return from worshiping 0 God Moses replies that ¢
journey, with every single animal that they own
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rsion. holding the women and children as hostages until

ery single person will go on this
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Moses replied, “We will all go, young &

daughters, our flocks and herds. for we must observe the

(Exodus 10:9)

Moses is unwilling 10 haggle on this ma
separating the men and wo

condition. He states that if Moses is not willing to compro
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nd old. we will 2o with our sons and

LORD’s festival "

ter--his unequivocally states his objection 10

men and children and livestock Pharaoh does not accept this

mise there will be no agreement
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gas | meant 1o let your

i o' You menfolk go

But he said to them The 1 ORD be with you the
children go with you' Cleark

and worship the LORD. since 1
from Pharaoh’s presence (Exodus U 10-1

they were expelled

Pharaoh attempts 1o negotiate as it they have equal status--10 negotiate on @ give and take
basis--while Moses does not treal him as an equal, but as his supenor He certainly shows him
no respect at the bargaiming rable and does not give im much license to negotiate Pharaoh
seems terribly uncomfortable n this situation tor he is not accustomed to being the second

in command in any situation As his servants pointed out 10 him. Pharaoh does not know how

to concede or when 10 concede. God sends plagues. and Pharaoh rushed back to Moses and

Aaron and pleads for forgiveness
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dly summoned Moses and Aaron ad said, “1 stand guilty

Pharaoh hurrie:
just this once,

before the LORD your God and before you Forgive my offense
and plead with the LORD your God that He but remove this death from me”

(Exodus 10:16-17)
Moses and Aaron make no reaction to this supplication Their callous silence must have been

especially embarrassing 10 Pharaoh, since he had discharged them only a short time before

The plague of darkness passes OVer the land and Moses is summoned back again. Pharaoh
attempts o make another deal with Moses
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Pharaoh then N'..I:‘.i.".'-"'.L'-.! Moses and said. "G orship the LORD' Only
vour flocks and your herds shall be left behind n vour children may
\ h 1T Lhiiud ] nay uo

with vou ~ (Exodus |

Once again, Moses 15 unwilling to barter or haggie in any vav with the king Under no

circumstances will he agree to this ¥ mnd of compromise. In lacl he makes the negotiations
even more difficult for Pharaoh. saving that not onlv will they indeed take their iy estock with

them, but Pharaoh himself will provide ammals 10 make the needed sacrifices 10 God
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But Moses said, “you voursell musl provide us with sacrifices and burnt
offerings to offer up 10 the LORD our God. our own livestock, too, shall go
along with us--not & hoof shall remain behind. for we must select from it for
the worship of the | ORD our God and we chall not know with what we are
to worship the LORD until we arrive there (Exodus 10:25-26)

Pharach would not surrender s much authority to Moses. and refuses to accepl the offer He

tells Moses to leave his presence immediately--that they are in a dead lock and they will no

longer see each other face 1o face to continue these futile negotiations
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Pharaoh said to him. “Be gone from me! Take care not 10 see me again, for
the moment you look upon my face you shall die.” (Exodus 10 28)

For the first time, Pharaoh and Moses agree about the matter. Moses speaks 10 Pharaoh for

the last time, and says:
'.-r'JB nmR" -y qﬁﬂlkb nMat 2 R RRM
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And Moses replied. "o ke i

| . E

again'” (Exodus 11 29)
Pharaoh closes the door on anv further pegotatons with Moses By extracun the occurrence
of direct discourse within this seetiol i text. one fact becomes evident the continuing

dialogue that transpires between these two leaders 1s brimming with signs of power strugales
The entire story of the plagues 15 a & sntest between the will of Pharaoh and the will of God
whom only the Israelites recognized Moses has an objective demanded by God--a supenof

being—and may not barter or concede on points He 1s an agent fighting for a settlement for

his client. with an objectivé that 1s non-negotiable On the other hand. Pharaoh fights for his

own self-interests. and eventually loses Those around him recounize from a much earher

stage that Pharaoh will ev entually fall, but he is not capable of recognizing this fact. Moses

concludes his attempts 10 reason fairly and turns the matter OVET to God Therefore, Moses

may now tum his attentions 1o the lsraehtes. who have been silent observers in this massive

destruction of Egyptian property

¢ MOSES and the ESCAPE from EGYPT

Moses now gives instructions to the people. telling them exactly what will be expected

of them in the near future The tenth and final plague. which Moses alludes to in his final

elocution to Pharaoh will soon occur
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Moses then summoned all the elders of lsrael and said to them. “Go, pick out
lambs for your families. and slaughtet the passover offering Take a bunch of
hyssop. dip it in the blood that is in the basin and apply some of the blood
that is in the basin to the fintel and to the two doorposts None of you shall go
outside the door of his house until morning For when the LORD goes
through to smite the Egyptians. He will see the blood on the lintel and the two
doorposts, und the LORD will pass aver the door and not let the Destroyer
enter and simite your home You shall observe this as an nstitution for all
time, for you and for your descendants And W hen you enter the land that the
LORD will give you, as He has pr omised, you shall observe this rite. And
when your children ask vou. ‘What do you mean by this rite?” vou shall say.
‘It is the pasisover sacrifice 10 the LORD, because he passed over the houses
of the lIsraelitesin Egypt when He smote the Egyptians, bul saved our
houses.” (Exodus 122 1-27)

The Israelites complete their preparations, and the stage is set for the final and climatic

plague: the killing of the first born This plague will insure the release of the Israelites once

and for all. Note that Pharaoh, who has not shown a shred of honest humility until this point,

must rise in the mirddle of the night, summon Moses and Aaron, and retract the arrogant threat

that he made at their last meeting
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d Aaron in the pight and said, “Up, depart from

H d Moses an :
i the Israelites with you! Go, worship the LORD as

ﬂmﬂ%nwpeople‘ywmﬂ
you said! (Exodus 12 3l)
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This is the first time that this pharaoh has called the people Israelites By doing so. he finally
recognizes their autonomy and their status asa nanon With this permission. the lsraehtes

leave in haste before Pharaoh can chanie s mind again He has proven many times over that

he is not bound by his word Hes rotally unpredictable and changes his mind impulsively He

has lost the respect of the Israelites as a playel who can newotiate a deal and adhere to 1t
Therefore, Moses. Aaron. and the lsraelites quickly depart Egypt. and move mto the
wilderness. Moses finds himself struggling against his own people, for the expenence in Egvpt

has made them weary ol authority His negotiating skills will be quite useful, even in the

desert

‘ THE ISRAELITES COMPLAIN

While the Israelites lived in Egypt. there is no record of any kind of leadership (besides

Hebrew foremen who essent ially worked for the Egyptian state) The Israelites lived as an

oppressed nation within a Egyptian majorty Now, for the first time, @ new entity has formed

the free Israelite nation, under the directorship of Moses W ith his executive assistant, Aaron

Of course, God serves as the owner of the corporation. 10 W hom all directors must answer

It is as if the Israclites have formed & enterprise where the corporate hierarchy consists of

Moses and Aaron. As time passes, Moses will appoint more officers and delegate more

authority. However, initially, Moses proves 10 be an inexpcnenccd director, and does not
erns this entity on a trial-by-error

seem 1o have the skills to run a major corporation He gov

basis. The first challenge that Moses faces is a enormous one The lIsraelites leave Egypt, only
1o be followed by Pharaoh and his army, who once again chﬂ]‘@t’d his mind regarding releasing
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the Israelites The people. feanng death by the sword the 1
peopie, leanny death by the sword as the menacing army '.',‘!r\-'l:.n_|h.'d_ cried
out to Moses 1n anger, saving
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And they said to Moses, “Was 1t for want of graves in Egypt that you brought
us to die in the wilderness” What have vou done to us. taking us oul of
Egypt? Is this not the ver thing we told you in Egypt. saying. Let us be, and
we will serve the Egypuians for it is better for us to serve the Egyptians than

to die in the wilderness™ (Exodus 14:11-12)
Once again we find an unverifiable piece of direct discourse I'here is no record of the

Israclites making such claims in the written text. Nevertheless, Moses 1gnores then

castigation, as well as their claims. He is their leader, and must encourage them 1o trust him

as their superior. Therefore. he pacifies them and attempls to alleviates their fears
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But Moses said 1o the people. “Have no fear! Stand by. and witness the
deliverance which the LORD will work for you today, for the Egyptians
whom you see today you W 1l never see again. The LORD will battle for you,

you hold your peace'” (Exodus 14:13-14)

They succeed to escape from the Egyptians. However, the Israelites have not finished to

complain to Moses about their never-ending troubles. Food and water were in short supply

They traveled three days in the wilderness but could find no water that was suitable for

drinking Therefore, they cried out to their leader
AnDI-TR RO mon-5y opn 125M
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“And the people grumbled againsi Voses, savine, ‘What shall we dnnk” (1 vodus 15 24)

Moses does not answer the people Rather. he calls out 1 y God. who shows Moses how to
make the bitter waters sweel But the Israelites expressed no thanks. neither 10 God ner 1o
Moses. In fact. the next time the speak. they complain once agan
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The Israclites said to them. “If only we had died by the hand of the | ORD in
the land of Egypt. when we sal by the fleshpots, when we are our fill of bread'
For you have brought us out o this wilderness to starve this whole
congregation 10 death " (Exodus 16:3)

This is truly a case of un erifiable direct discourse Ihere is no evidence n the text that the

Israclites were well-off under Egyptian rule In fact there is a much more likely chance that

they were in a much worse situation than they claim However, sitting in the wilderness. the

life in Egypt must have seemed more desirable than their present situation Moses and Aaron

respond to the people, mOVIng the responsibility and the credit to God for bringing them out

of bondage. They attemp! to put the situation in proper perspective
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So Moses and Aaron said to all the [sraclites, “By evening yYou shall know it
was the LORD who brought you out from the land of Egypt, and in the
morning you shall behold the Presence of the LORD, because He has heard
ings against the LORD For who are We that you shclnuld grumble
against us? Since it is the LORD.” Moses continued, wwho will give you flesh
to eat in the evening and bread in the morning mlthc full, because ﬂ‘lc}.O'RD
has heard the grumblings you utter against Him, \sh.at is our part? Your
grumbling is not against us, but against the LORD!” (Exodus 16 6-8)
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Moses acts as the go-between between the people and Liod hroughout the enti $
al od oL Oul th ntire journc
[m rec(“d :‘}“]\\\1“‘“ ‘.I'.‘-l.' PL'-':IIL .':1 e done nothing but con nl 1n shout the cor {1t 1

wilderness. He bewins his elocution by 1 wople that God--neither he not \aron--

took the people out of Eaypi Rashi states that Moses makes this statement nOULO put the
blame on another party {1 ¢ God). rather, the appointed leaders want to be quite sure that
the Israelites understand their position they are the intermediaries between the people and
God-nothing more, nothing less ™ Moses admonishes them for asking them for too much
If they had only asked for bread. i would have been acceptable However. they asked for

meat as well. This request for meat, according to Rashi, was greedy, and required a repnmand

from Moses and Aaron Nevertheless. God promises that the food that they have requested

will be provided o When the sustenance armves the people are unsure of its content and

question each other
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When the Israelites saw it, they «aid to one another, “What is it"=-for they did
not know what it was And Moses said to them, “That is the bread which the
LORD has give you 10 eat. This is what the LORD has commanded Gather
as much of;i as each of you requires 1o eat, an omer 10 a person for as many
of you as there are, each of you shall fetch for those in his tent (Exodus
16:15-16)

Moses instructs them how 0 gather the new food-stuff and the people cease 10 complain for

—
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the time being  They seem to compose [NEMSERes. & fant to their new surroundings. and start

to place a small amount of trust in the cadership of Moses and Aaron [hev are not

crust i this leadership, possibly because their collettive

convinced, and will not place their Iu

expenence prev ents them from: Living any party stal control over thew situation Some ol
the Israelites still refuse to listen to Moses and hearken 1o s wor d (for instance those who

collect more manna than 15 needed. or those who insist on €0 lecting manna on Shabbat when

Moses expressly forbid such acts) However there are few ncidents of disobedience {with

one major exception--the episode surrounding the incident of the golden calf) Moses begins

to form the new government. first providing for the basic needs of the people. then building

government offices as needed

¢ JOSHUA as MILITARY LEADER

In response to the attack by the smalekites, Moses instructs Joshua to select men and go out

and do battle with the adversary the next day
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or us, and go out and do battle with

Moses said to Joshua, “pick some men | ‘
hill, with the rod of

Amalek Tomorrow | will station myself on the top of the
God in my hand (Exodus 17°8)

Moses delegates 10 Joshua the responsibility of defending the jsraelites in battle Since fleeing

from the Egyptians, this is the first incident of war, and therefore. the first time that Moses
oes Moses assign Joshua the duty of

needed to appoint someone (0 this position Not-only d

m discretion 10 choose the men necessary for this

leading the men in battle, he also gives hi
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battle. This is the first time that another persor t
i d CT pei i eern delecated any autho iy OF T

since leaving Egypt The readet b s that Jost ]
= - . i h 1§81 L entuaiiy LSUcecLy \ll' S il e
leadership--he will be the ane to take the Israchies nt o A oof
the th e land of Canaan. leading wars of
conquest as commander in-chiel” aganst the Canaamie At this time, he must pr I
. dfiaa S 1 WY ¥ ne st i‘l' C 15

leadership abilities--and that 15 what Moses allows him

¢ JETHRO and MOSES

Moses’ father-in-law sends word 10 Moses that he is coming to visit with Moses™ wife and

two children. Moses goes oul and greets Jethro. paying him great respect and honor  He

brings his father-in-law 1nto his tent and describes all that has happened 1o the Israelite people

since his retum to Egypt. Jethro 15 50 impressed with the siory. he makes a burnt offering and

offers sacrifices to God
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“Blessed be the LORD.” Jethro said, “who delivered you from the Egyptians

and from Pharaoh, and W ho delivered the people from under the hand of the
Egyptians. Now | know that the L ORD is greater than all gods, yes. by the

result of their very schemes against [the people] (Exodus 18:10-11)

The next day, Jethro watches Moses acting in the posit ion of sole judge and jury while the

people stand around from morning until ev ening awaiting their opportunity for arbitration

Jethro is shocked at the inefficiency of the system of justice. especially because of the

hardships that it places on Moses and on the people
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But when Moses father-n-law saw how much he had to do for the people
he said, “What 1s this thi
alone. while all the people stand ybout vou from m
(Exodus 18 14)

Why do you act

yvou are doing 1o

g until evening’

Moses replies to his father-in-law that thete is simply too much work to be done
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Moses replied to his father-in-law, "It 1s becuase the people come to me 10
inquire of God When they have a dispute, 1t comes before me. and | decide
between one person and another, and | make known the laws and teachings
of God " (Exodus 18 15-10)

Jethro explains to Moses that there are other systems tha could be used to alleviate the

amount of work required by Moses himself
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But Moses’ father-in

vou will surely wear \

heavy tor you, you annot do 1t alane \

counsel. and God be with 3¢ \ ou re
bring the disputes belore
teachings. and make known |
they are to follow You sh
men who fear God. trusty

I
people capabic

gotten gam. Set these over

or who spum

them as chiefs of the yusands, hundreds. hities ind let them judge the
people at all times Have them being every major disy ute 10 you. but let them
wsier for vourself by le

decide every minor dispute themselyes Make it ea

ith vou 1f vou do this--and God so commands you--

them share the burden w
you will be able to bear up. and all these people too will go home unwearied
(Exodus 18 17-23)

He advises Moses to create a hierarchy where minor officers have the discretionary power 1o

make lesser decisions, and only the most complicated issues will receive Moses’ attention

This would create a bottle-neck system of justice that would prove to be much more efticient

and more effective than before Furthermore, Jethro urges Moses 10 Lrain the secondary

judges himself, to assure the people that the judgements made would be the fairest possible

decisions--as if they came from Moses himself He also stipulates the type of people that

should be selected for such positions--those that are God-fearng and trustworthy Moses

takes his father-in-law *s advice and establishes this sY stem

‘ PREPARING TO RECEIVE THE (O\I\1.-\NDf\1lZN'TS

nd told them

Moses summons all of the elders and all of au (the people) of Israel a

{ they were willing to accep! the commandments

all that God had told him--and asked them i

The people responded in 3 single voice
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All the people answered as one. saying. “All that the LORD has spoke

will do'” (Exodus 19 8)

They agreed to the contraet without speaking to the cont 1 i h =

3 . s agent Moses appeared
to have a fair knowledge of the terms 0F 381 o R e L
women are spoken 10 OF answer \Moses in this chorus, 101 he next time that he speaks to the

people--again SV he said the following
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And he said to the people Be ready for the third day Do not go near a

woman "~ (Exodus 19 15)

Therefore, it is L]lli.'hlmn.ih'lc if the initial address was directed to all of the people. of only to

the men

¢ RECEIVING THE (‘().’\l'\i\\ll\ll".\ls

After seeing Mount Sinai in smoke. and hearing the thunder roar in answer 10 Moses. the

people grow frightened They plead with Moses that they would listen and harken to every

word, if only he would not allow God to speak to them
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* they said 10 Moses, “and we will obey, but let not God

“You speak to us,’
* (Exodus 20:16)

speak to us, lest We die’

Moses answers the people

X3 DoNR N92 a3pa® 2 WO aym-ox MoR PR
ARLAN apea ao"D-oY MR MR M3V OTORT

188




Moses answered the people. "Be not a r God has
order to test vou. and ir t that 1l fH 3 |
tha ¢ ever with

so that vou do not go astray  (Ex 7
Mose » : ™ rasltee th i i
Moses explains 10 the Israelites that they should not be alraid of an presept harm  He
elaborates that the purpose behind God’s appearance 1s to bring awareness to the Israelites
that God is omnipotent. God gives the people of Israel a benefit. allowing them to become

full members of this corporation which \

will be prosperous and successful. but
established, and listen 1o the leadership t

L THE GOLDEN CALF

Moses ascended the mountain alone for an

interval he received
future. In the meanwhile, the Israelit

as they expected

TR
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When the people saw that Mo

mountain, the people gat
us a god who shall go be
the land of Egypt—-we do m
32:1)

fore us,

Ramban says that they did not intend to

strength. They wanted to replace not G

a lengthy descnption of the laws that

£8 were conce

Sy oyn SIpN -r1-1n

ses was so long in coming d
hered against Aaron &

ot know what has

toses initiated God pronuses that this corporation

obev the rules that have been

only if the people

hat has been appointed

extended period of time Durning this
the Israelites would follow in the

med when Moses did not return as quickly
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own from the
nd said to him_ “Come, make
Moses, who brought us from
happened to him ” (Exodus

for that man

build a god--they knew what God was and God’s

od--but Moses It is evident from 12“355 1%
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@R OOTOR (a god who shall wal hefore us) that 1 e pap— 1
| 5 med some 1o ol Deing leading

the Israelites and mediatng between then and God. as Moses did until this pomnt n time

In the business sense, they are attempting | s replace the director. for they 1 i I
templing place the direcld ! wy feared ¢ had

¢ the Israelites to do

deserted the organization Aaron attempts 10 d

as they wish
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Aaron said to them, “Take off the gold rings that are on the ears of your

wives. your sons. and your daughters, and brng them 10 me " (Exodus 32:2)

The commentators go 1o great lengths to show Aaronin a positive light “ He does not wish

1o build the idol, but he feels as if he has fittle choice in the matles A1 the same time that he

does not wish to betray his brother. he believes that the people will ultimately kill him and

create an anarchy from which they will never recoy er Heskoni says that Aaron tries to keep

them occupied--to give them tasks until Moses returns. Rashi states that he tells them to get

their wives’ jewelry, because he suspects that they will be reluctant 10 relinquish it to their

husbands. Aaron has a choice {0 maintain some control and leadership, or to surrender to the

masses, According to most of the commentators. he chooses the lesser of two evils, thereby

7 Joshua confirms God's report that there

saving the Israelites from destroying themselves

is great strife in the camp

_______————-_--__-—.—

% Torat Chaim, Shemot 11, 19
 Torat Chaim, Shemot 11, P
& Torat Chaim, Shemot 11, %59




When Joshua heard the s the peop i Bl
\1“\C"\ 'll\_:l_ s . idade

Moses returns to the camp. sechs oul \ !
ANy L o i dela cuses \a
disorder that was prevalent
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Moses said to Aaron, “What did th
such great sin upon them ™ [EXOGES 2= 21

rions His speech causcs areal CONCErM amony the

Aaron tries to find reason to explain his ac

commentators as well as 10 the general audience for he directly contr wdicts his own speech

in earlier verses
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m Savn

ged You know that this people 1s bent
on evil. They said to me. ‘Make us a god 10 lead us. for that man Moses, who
from us from the land of Egypt--we do not know what has happened to him
So | said to them, ‘Whoever has gold. take it offt” They gave it to me and |
hurled it into the fire and out came this calf?” (Exodus 32 22-24)

Aaron said, “Let not my lord be enra

Aaron's speech does not placate Moses whatsoev er--he does not respond 10 his brother, he

said that now here else does a

turns around, and begins 10 rectify the situation. 1t could be

speaker use quoted direct speech quite 50 vainly. Aaron’s disapproves of the actions of the

people. When he states that R yn3a "2 pyn-NN ny NN (You know that this
people is bent on evil) negates any chance that the quolation might have given 10 his account
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The first quotation is a near-perlect version . th
- L L ML b \ 5 r ' |‘I .' o r \:. w

replicates his own words in verse 24 < much less prec
his first quotation and omitung fis con ¢ st " Id 1o}

- L u n
The reader, of course, expects the opposite the orator should be able to reconstruct his own
words and deeds with greater honesty than [ROsE of another person Thus when Aaron makes

no remark about his role in making the moltenimage. nol i his declaration that the following

with which he quoted the people In verse 23

day would be a feast to God. the ac

becomes even more damaging idence against himsell " Moses then calls ino the camp

saying
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Moses stood up in the gate of the camp and said. “Whoever |s for the LORD.

come here! And all the Levites rallied to him He said to them, “Thus says the
LORD, the God of Israel’ Each of you put «word on thigh, go back and forth
from gate to gate throughout the camp. and slay brother. neighbor. and kin’

(Exodus 32 26-27)

Moses calls upon an emergency army to rectify--as much as possible--the appalling actions
of the Israelites. Although the text demonstrates a process of delegating authority 10 others

tuation requires Moses to take direct control

(i.e.. Joshua, the magistrates, €€ ) this si
ed sabbatical When he returns to

Moses, as director of the company. has been on an extend

find the structure in disarray, he quickly takes hold of the reigns and pulls everyone back to

probably were replaced, and certain employees

their positions. In the process: key players
e o e

“ Savran 82-83
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were fired. but all-in-all. the corpori survives T st dav. Moses

the entire population 1o attempt i
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The next day Moses «aid 1o the people, “You have been auilty

Yetl will now 2o up to the LORD perhaps I miay win 1ore

sin. " (Exodus 32 30)

Moses pleads on the people s behalf God fistens 1o Moses request. and forgives those

individuals who were not involved in the incident, and the story of the exodus continues I'he

corporation survives an attempted 1akeover and emerges with a partially new structure

rooting out the trouble-makers within the structure

L BEZALEL

This speech made by Moses designates Bezalel as the chief artisans t0 complete the building

of God’s Tabernacle. Moses presents the people with a strong argument as 10 why Bezalel

should be appointed
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And Moses said 10 the Israelites See, the LORD has singled out by name
Bezalel, son of Uri son of Hur, of the tribe of Jjudah He has endowed him
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with a divine

inspired hin

stones for setu

craft--and to gne
Dan have been
designer. the e
1 a5 MAkCEs | i designs Le
» the LORD has e
I:.'. ‘.|"I‘." l.""-“':-ll'l] with ine

vhe LORD has commanded

of the weaver--a
Bezalel and Ohols
with skill and ability to periom

service of the sanctuary a

(Exodus 35 30-31 1)

Moses had the option of apponting |

Oholiab, and “all the skilled persons who the LORD has

opportunity to appoint Bezalel

endowed with skill * He brings the people nto the process rather than making 1t an

executive decision. 50 that in the future there will be no auiestions asked about why thar artist

was chosen

The Book of Numbers

. THE ISRAELITES COMPLAIN: REPRISE

ol complaiming and becoming enf aged

Once again. the Israchtes fall back into their old patten

at their faithful leadership
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Al the Israelites rallied against Moses and Aaron. “1f only \\_;_had died in the
land of Egypt,” the whole community shouted at them, “or if only we might

die in this wilderness! Why is the LORD taking us to that land to fall by the
' ed off? It would be better for

sword? Our wives and our children will be can .
us to go back 10 Egypt!” And they said to one another, “Let us head back tor
Egypt” (Numbers 14:1-4)
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It is the duty of the directors 10 hee

Israelites). and also to keep the members J0os o forward toward a promising future inste d
of backward at a compan that never existed Therg must he an expectation of wr |
Hearing the reports of the spies. T rgelites lose hope of any possibility of having a
prosperous life in the land of Canaa herefore. Moses and the other leadership arc faced
with the task of reassurnng the people that all is not'| <« “and that live will be prosperous
‘ ¢ THE SPIES

After the spies brought hack their negative reports about the land of Canaan God became

incensed God declared that no one from this generation wha had disobeved the laws set

before them in the wilderness would be allowed to entet the land In grief. the 1sraehtes

foolishly came to Moses. and informed him that now they would be more than happy to enter

the land
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out toward the crest of the hill country.

Early the next morning they set -
{ the LORD has spoken of,

saying, “We are prepared 10 20 up
N for we were wrong.” (Numbers |

to the place tha
4.40)

But Moses knows that it is too late their past actions could not be rectified There was no

opportunity for repentance and forgiveness from God, and Moses answered them accordingly
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But Moses said Why d — 3 2l

succeed Do not go up, les voodd
not In your n I w A . S AN N
{
you. and vou willla c the . : -
following the L ORD and the ORD wi \
3) £V h wmbers 14 4
Nevertheless. they attempt Lo enter T i L1 e killed M
ind and are Killed MOsCs, @5 3 director, explams that
without the proper backing. an emnt to enter the land Lo gt
artempt to enter the land would B¢ itile. because they would

be complete I !
ean . ot 'ch S
P nnihilated They choose 10 1ake 1 we chance, and lose thewr lives in the proess

.t in the matter, tor he did wam them what the outcome would

Moses cannot be found ne:

i > v
be. The owner would never rescind (he executive decision

¢ KORACH

This story shows the hazards of causing a major uprising against the leaders of the

community Korach raised a cry from the masses stating that all God's people are holy--why

did Moses and Aaron hold themselves above the rest of the community )
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st Moses and Aaron and said to them “You have gone
Iv. all of them. and the LORD 1s 10 their
jves above the LORD's cungrcgmmn""

They combined again
too far! For all the community aré hol
midst. Why then do you raise yourse
(Numbers 163)

orful members of the

This is a attempt 10 make a hostile rakeover by 2 faction of very powe

group who gather in the middle of the day, in public, in order to gain support Moses

responds by leaving the ultimate decision 10 God
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Then he spoke 1o Korah and all his company, saying. “Come morming. the
LORD will make known who is His and who s holy, and wall grant him access
to Himself, He will grant access 1o the one He has chosen Do this You
Korah and all vour band, take fire pans, and tomorrow put fire in them and lay
incense on them before the LORD Then the man whom the LORD chooses
he shall be the holy one You have goné too far. sons of Levi” Moses said
further to Korah, “Hear me. sons of Levi Is it not enough for you that the
God of Israel has set you apart from the community of Israel and given you
access to Him, to perform the duties of the LORD's Tabernacle and to
minister to the community and serve them? Now that He has advanced vou
and all your fellow Levites with you, do you seek the priesthood too™ Truly
it is against the LORD that you and all your company have banded together
For who is Aaron that you should rail against him” {Numbers 16:5-11)

Moses is so confident that God will support lim that he does not defend himself He

admonishes them, saying that as Levites they already have special duties that set them apart

from the rest of the people Moses understands that this is a power play-—-reminiscence of the

failed negotiations between Moses and Pharaoh back in Egypt He attempis 10 rectify the

situation before it escalates and calls for Dothan and Abiram, two of the men whom

supported Korach, but they refused 1o speak to Moses
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Moses sent for Dathan and Abiram. sons of Eliab but

come' 1s 1t not enol
honey to have us dien i

Even if vou had br

us pu\\l:\\mn..'
We will not come’ imhbers | 14

Moses, furious with Korach and his supporiers, Gevises

the future of the leadership
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And Moses said to Korah. ‘Tomorrow. you and all your company appear
before the LORD. you and they and Aaron Each of you take his fire pan and

lay incense on it and each of you bring his fire pan before the LORD, two
hundred and fifty fire pans. you and Aaron also [bring] your fire pans.”

(Numbers 16:16-1 7)
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And Moses said, “By this you shall know that it was the LORD that sent me
to do all these things, and they are not of my own devising if these men die
as all men do, if their lot be the common fate of all mankind, it was not the
LORD who sent me. But if the LORD brings about something unheard-of .
so that the ground opens its mouth and swallows them up with all that belongs
to them, and they g0 down alive into Sheol, you shall know that these men
have spurned the LORD.” (Numbers 16:2

Moses decides to make a public demonstration of his authority and his right to choose the

es the faction that opposes him and announces that

Iéaders of the people. Therefore, he isolat

decisions that upset {hat faction so, but rather God. To

it was not his will that made those
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prove this, those opposing himi--that | in
! + he sinuled out—-will die by the hand of God
¢ nand ol oan
unnatural way that could onlv be attnbuted to (€
¢ atinbuled i wd  Immediatei wter c

ately after he speaks. 1he earth

opens and swallows them with their possessio
WUTT s¢ Iha Ly l:\l""-"-\i- >
ppor 05Cs
trammng Moses lor

to continue his role as director of the company ( i
- pany God spent severdl vears U

his special duties. and they developed a fairly umque relal |
ped a fairly umque refati nship compared to the rest ot

people

¢ BALAM AND BALAK

This anecd |
ole perté y . n 4 ruree the final
te petaining to blessings and curses 1s the final episode of direct discourse in the

Pen : :
tateuch Balak, sing ol Moab at that ime requested that Balaam come to him in order 10

place a curse on his enemy. the Israelites
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elders of Midian. wNow this horde will lick clean all that
is about us as an OX licks up the grass of the field ” Balak son of Zippor. who
was king of Moab at that time sent Messengers {o Balaam son of Beor in
Pethor, which is by the Euphrates, in the land of his kinfolk, to invite him.
saying, “There is a people that came out of Egypt. it hides the earth from
view, and it IS settled next to me Come then, put curse upon this people for
me, since they are 100 pumerous for me. perhaps | can thus defeat them and
" drive them out of the land For | know that he whom you bless is blessed

: ndeed, and he whom you curse is cursed. (Numbers 22:4-6)

And Moab said to the

Balak does not offer Balaam financial compensation for his services yet. this aspect will be

199

e —



discussed in a later |

house He did not

God would mnstruct

smapT A0 1B YD BTN "“RR™M

e Bk

—— TN M OO
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ek Yy RN Y
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% He said to them. “3pen i the muht he
; I e N ef \ e | ORD
may instruct me 50 1he Moabite d 1 B I
sy a es alaam (Numbers
. 22.8)
God forbids Balaam 1o go with them. because the pe hat are in quest i t
. cause the peopis at arc queshion are blessed DY
God Balaam discloses to the men that God will pot Jlow him to 2o with the men
I ai W I i g0 Wi e men
s= ODETIN-DR =7 P23 a=p-DR IRRM -m23 2y23 0p™M
amny o110 T S S )
- # 4 la Wi
Balaam arose n the morning and said to Balak’s dignitaries, "LO back 10
your own country for the LORD will not let me 20 with you ™ (Numbers
This time. the

22:13)

Balak is not satisfied with this reply and sends another sel of messengers
messengers offer Balaam a financial reward for his services. but he still refuses, saying that
X Op93-o% N3N
2972798 e

a5.13p 3122

1 God
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he could not contradic

wann X208
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“Thus says Balak son of Zippor. Please

d you richly and 1 will do anything
ple for me.” (Numbers 22:16-17)

M oYo3 PN

x x> 2N

aam and said 10 him,
ome to me | wall rewar!
and damn this peol
5. -aR po3*13
g’ arox T8N

They came 10 Bal
do not refuse 10 ©

you ask of me Only come
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Balaam replied 1o Balak 1 ho Ba ires 1
full of silver and ¢ X i
command of the L RO mn God So vou, K \
find out what else the | ORD may say ton sumt 5
Apparently, God appears 10 1l and allows hin th the mer I
I 1 v AN ine 1w as lone as In 10CS
exactly what God instructs Balaam does indeed decide 10 20 W th the messengers  H
ol ULLI = Wil LB ICHSUITR 5 -'-‘-'.\i."
God seems to have a chanue of heart, and e a messenger 1o Balaam n the torm of an

angel 10 remind Balaam that he 1s 10 S¢TRE God. and not a King who has offered this shorl

term contract Balaam approaches Ralak. and says 1o him
——x-——u - -‘——uqc ——c x—- :r--:_l—x -y —,:x--.
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Balak said to Balam, When | first sent 10 vile vou. why didn’t you come 10
me? Am 1 really unable to reward you y (Numbers 2237)

There is no mention of the fact that money Was never offered by the first messengers Perhaps

it was simply assumed that Balaam would be \-umpcn--.uni Balaam answers Balak, saying

that God had prc\cmed him from commg. and even now he was restricted n terms of what

he would be able 10 accomplish

g oo D12 Y oy NN 3T sba.on oYH3 TRRM
=3I R "B3 aon oot R =371 MIRIRR
Balak. “And now that 1 have come to you, have | the

But Balaam said 10 _
nly the W ord that God puts into My

power 10 speak freely? | can utter ©
mouth ™ (Numbers 22:38)

Nevertheless, Balaam prepares 10 do as Balak has requested Balaam tells Balak that he needs

certain materials in order 10 complete his task
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Balaam said to Balak
seven rams reads hers
Balak does as requested. and il Balaam tells him thal il
Jlaan ; o will return momentas

vour offenngs while | am gone

Then Balaam said 10 Balak
Perhaps the LORD will grant 1

me 1 will tell you ™ And he went ofl alone (Numbers 23°3)

ration, and whatever He reveals 1o

God again instructs Balaam not 1o curse the Israelite people as requested by Balak He returns

to his cmplu\ut_ but as God has said. he does not curse the pcnplu--m-mm he blesses them

Balak is incensed by this turn of events
mam S ylai=0 "9 IP7 o= Y R oyoa-2R =53 XM
'--|:-T‘7 —“npER 1NR 1+ b i i g ON nR R2N apR™M YN a3 non3

Then Balak said to Balaam. What have you done 10 me? Here | brought you

to damn my enemies. and instead you haveblessed them!” He replied, “1 can
only repeat faithfully what the | ORD puts in My mouth * (Numbers 23:11-12)
Balak. unwilling to admit defeat. instructs Balaam 10 follow him to another location, and

attempt to curse the people from there

g “nR D1pR-OR TR w3 +- 192+ -T2 P03 1OR DR
— - kL K 1921 RN TSP pox oER 1IRTN

Then Balak said to him. “Come with me 10 another place from which you
can see them--you will see only 2 portion of them, you will not see all of
them--and damn them for me from there » (Numbers 23:13)

Perhaps the king thought that God would not find Balaam in order to instruct him in the

on, or simply 10 change their luck

matter, or become confused due 10 the change in locati
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Balaam follows the kings o

for the first attempt Balak compii Bala

ask God what he should d

== EPR M2 nRyp-2u N3 1% P73 =R RRM
And [Balaam]| said 1o Balak. “Stay here beside your offerings. while | seek
a manifestation yondes sumbers 23 15
Once again, God spe: ak 1o Balaa s the people Balad es ¢ \
as God requests. and once agam Balak 15 Ince nsed
i ===.33 22PN RO 3P =y auDa-PR P2 nrM

™M nHNANNK 2-2°

R
fMNMATN 3-78 TRe
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Thereupon Bialak said to Balaam. Don’t curse them and don't bless them'

In reply. Balaam said to Balak. “"But | told you Whatever the LORD says

that 1 must do” Then Balak said 10 Balaam, “Come now | will take you 10

another place perhaps God will deem it right that you damn them for me from
there ™ (Numbers 23:25-27)

For the third ume, |Balak builds the alters and gathers the animals

ape) 29 12 AM3TE ayag 11372133 nls. o) D73 RRM

gsaR Y3 g Y30

Balaam said to Balak. “‘Build me here seven alters, and have seven bulls and
seven ramsi ready for me here’ * (Numbers =2 23:29)
Again, for the third time, Balaam blesses the people. and his boss 18 furious

a3 3p° oy 3-OR| amm MARM DRVE
nk poo™M ayo3-5% po3 AR Ar

R 2P r: bt -TH o=

Ap=3 M -T"mﬂ-'
any goe T 3 e3- n
1122 < & i B ']!IJ?J "TJ"TW '1'7333 =32 "nn
Enraged at Balaam. Balak struck his hands together ~ 1 called you.' * Balak
said to Balam, “40 damn MY enemies. and 1 instead you have blessed them these
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three times' Back with vou at once 1o vou

vou richly, but the | ORD « demed il { N
1% denied Wi ¢Ie i umbers 24
Ba‘al\ ICT'IHHJ‘\ H.ll.'.,!l" that i 18 the employver--that i 1 |
¢ employ that Bialaam would have [ahen awdd 1
enormous bonus it he hai omplished st b} he | il I
{ he had accompiisiied s aAsk ce he had not fulfilled his part of the

1 Balaam seems to under stand

to compensate Ba

contract. Balak was under no obl

that this is the case The only reason that he iournevs to Voab is because { jod instructed him

to do so
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Balaam replied to Balak. ~But | even told the messengers you sent to me
“Though Balak were 10 give me his house full of silver and gold, 1 could not
of my own accord do anything good or bad contrary to the LORD’s

command. When the | ORD says. that | must sy And now. as | go back to
f what this people will do to your people in

my people, let me inform you 0
days to come.” (Exodus 24.12-14)

Balaam does not contest the contract He completes his oration and takes leave of the king

He has not benefited financial in any way, nor did he expect this benefit. However, Balak

_thus making it a business arrangement

anticipated to recompensate him for his work




( onclusion

More often than n

as discussed at ler his 3
purest form it 1s one ther Ma e S
ad\LlnI'd!_lL"I\ econonic, althou not necessa 1|l cases Direct disc SE 15 1 ¢

hi&!}!ilg}!l how each | ¢ s advama eeolia s One ympie
would be Jacob’s negotiation With Esau over the inhertance rights, which resulted 1 Jacob

ance Another

acquiring--though throu

rween Moses and Pharaoh, where direct discourse

example is the negotiations that tri

1o show Pharaoh's attempt to alter the agreement

is utilized in every stage of the negonation

and Moses’ reluctance 10 do so Itis through direct discourse that Joseph manipulates

Pharaoh into choosing him for the task of saving the entire country--and his family as % ell

There are of course Instances when direct discourse 15 used to illustrate emotions of

s an insight into the complicated dealings

times. 1l gves L

characters, yet the majority of the

between parties




( hapter Five:
Woman to W oman--Sister to Sister

The amount of wom speech it Pentat
Compared to incidences of M o men speaking, where there are a t tude of Stones 10
examine, there arc oniy 1hree cuch sfories n this categony if speech. a tota
SDCG\:h in all The common themes that thicad a ree episodes 10Re ssues of
TCDTUdlIL‘Imn and child care Lommg ntators have \ e

incidences of speech

L THE DAUGHTERS OF LOT

After witnessing the destruction of the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, the death ol

their extended family and then mother. the daughters of Lot were in d desperate situation

They plot to give their father drink so that he would lie with each one of them and impregnate

them with his seed
19P1 173N —eays-OR TND3T BRI

R135 PRI RO )
wny 132171 \3vaR-NK PEI 27 Fagn-o2 T2 WY
g1 173RR TN

sOur father 15 old. and there 15 not a
way of all the world. Come. let us
with him, that We may maintain life

And the older one said 10 the younger,
man on earth 10 consort with us m the
make our father drink wine. and let us lie
through our father " (Genesis 19 31-32)

Radak states that they thought they were the last people on the face of the earth, having no

in which they resided Therefore. he says,

knowledge of other settlements besides the one
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their true intention m this matte : ; .

intentions here. even thouwh 1o the ornh ear it is difficult to read b G
their father Ramban sucuwests that they ed that one would ha WL R —
\ | 1 1 . L5 W L ¢ U Ner
would produce a son. so that the mate and reg e It s like )
raising their children in solitude. nevertheless. that therr deceitful act would bring hife anew

to the world

+ RACHEL, LEAH and the MANDRARES

While her sister Leah proved to be a fruitful wife tor Jacob Rachel did not produce

as a biblical wife should--she was childless for the first several vears of thewr mar

text until this point—-nesther betore

is no record in the text of Leah and Rachel speaking in the {

their marriage to Jacob. nor after The audience never hears the sisters’ reaction to foolng

Jacob into marrying the elder sister. The listeners are not pnvy 10 the conversations that might

have occurred during the moments immediately precding the wedding The only recorded

information that exists regarding the relationship between the two sisters occurs in this

passage. Rachel, attempting become pregnant with a (male) child. asks Leah to give her a
certain fruit that Reuben brings to her

SR k3% TS ST KSR 070N-TSP R 12 oM
733 "RTYTR 7 R3-N ARS-5% 5T DR WR TRO-ONR

' Torat Chaim Bereshit 1, 77 -y
? Torat Chaim Bereshit 1. 77
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Once. at the time of the wheat harvest. Reut

in the ficld and brouwht the . ther | eah Ra .. d u 1 : .L"-
give me some of vour son i kes " (Genes 2 i |
If Leah refrained from speaking to her sister about theu marital situation until this point n
their lives. she certainly allowed her voice 1o be heard about this matter
I3 RTIT-NNR A1 MDY ER-DIR NP BynRn e TnXm

e aaa e M mimanm maey men A=y BEE SRR
JA N nri - Y 3207 <4 1

But she said to Leah. “Was it not enough for vou 10 take away my
5 ]

husband. that you would also take my son s mandrakes”” (Genesis 30
We do not know if Leah was m any way involved in the deception that led to her marmage

to Jacob. However, the text clear Iv states that Rachel was heloved and beautiful. while | eah

was not attractive As discussed in Chapter Two, Jacob never speaks to Leah except W hen

he addresses the two wives together n order to rally their support about moving back to his

father’s land One would expect either sister 10 harbor resentment toward the other The text

nvied Leah’s procreative

clearly speaks about the jealousness of each of the sisters. Rachel

skills. while Leah envied the fact that Jacob desired Rachel more than he wanted her The one

advantage that Leah had above her sister was the fact that she could bear children with ease

Asking for these mandrakes--an aphrodisiac according to §'forng '__Rachel hoped that she

would have better luck with becomng pregnant Ramban contends that the fruit might have

worked like a fertility drug, enhancing the chances of becoming pregnant * Leah, knowing that
for this condition: 10 have

Rachel was desperate to give Jacob sons, knew that she could ask f

S Torat Chaim, Bereshit 11. 39
* Torat Chaim. Bereshit 11. ao
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Rachel replied. “1 promise. he shall lie with t
1 . ¥ i el
son's mandrakes (Lenesis W) 15)
Rachel assures Leah that Jacob will i€ with her that evening 1 ex f [ I eal
er al eve eI c e 1w fruil ¢an
I wes hack irc elds. and nic s him ot

never responds. but she waits for Jacob as he COME

th il N | - } !
L nlike men to men speech where the main

the deal that she has made with her sister

th {ipal L "t re b (1 }
this ““deal” between the two sisters has a singuial goal shared

intention is for econonuc gam

by both sisters. to produce more children for their husband. so that they might be elevated n

Jacob’s eyes

L BABY in the BASKET
child as a Hebrew child

Pharaoh’s daughter finds a baby floating in the rver Sheidentifies the

and decides to adopt and raise him as her own child. The child’s sister appears and addresses

the princess
na.5% MR DRM

=y oRT TVD-
15 paxm ATAVT

12 Npa°R MO -5 R

“om % nyns-n3 = mpRM: TR

5o OR-NR RPN N

Then his sister said t0 Pharaoh’s daughter. ughall | go and get you?2 Hebrew
nurse to suckle the child for you? And Pharaoh’s daughter answ ered. “Yes
(Exodus 2:7-8)

his child by hiring @ wet nurse 1o care for him As we

Pharaoh’s daughter prepared 10 raise 1
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have already discussed in {

nurse on her own, as was e ! b uvpl
N 373 71T TR agree YTB-NA MY =RRMm
maame e mRE FONT 12NN N
ph R I 2-nR IR
and Pharaoh s daughter sad 1o Bie Iake this child and n 11
L » L | 1 Ll 5L 1] L \'I.\I.
1 will pay vour wages (Exodus 29
The only matter concerming Pharaoh's daughter was chid-care One might have expected |
I yas Cmid-cal | i ave especied €T
to be concerned that by taking the Hebrew child into her custody she might enrage her father

who had ordered these children to be put 1o death Yet this thought is never attributed to her

in the recorded text She 1s solely concerned for the maintenance of the child

Conclusion

It is striking how little women 10 waomen speech occurs in the Pentateuch. Each of these three

examples revolves around a single 1ssu¢ identificanon as other. Lot’s daughters. thinking that

they were the last people on the face of the earth, wanted to perpetuate the human species,

concerned not with their own futures,

mothering children with their father’s seed They were
but with the perpetuation of the human species Rachel, desperate 10 prove herself as a fertile

= (and therefore productive) wiffe asked her sistef for the means 10 accomplish this deed. She

perceived herself as wife of Jacob and potential mother of his children. Pharaoh’s daughter
wanted to provide for the baby she found in the river. She was not concerned for her own
well-being--she never once considers the consequences of her actions Therefore, every on¢

of these acts links women 1o child-bearing 0O child-canng situations
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C onclusion

In the past twenty vears: n ooks about a1 .

| gl - L L | !

: d fe ¢ Terences
communication have bee published. and several of these have even become bestsellers
"\hh‘m‘;h it would be futile to nalvze the relationship of Miohca characters from these 1exts
this work show s how very little mierper stionships e ;

redacting of the text to the present However, the purpose { this work 1s not 10 apph popular

psychology to the lives of biblical characters We Lnow” only from this text  Often. whet
men speak to each other they speak about business related matters, or m a business mode
Often, women speak 10 each other about child care and procreation 1SSues (although not

exclusively. of course) Finally. men and women still have difficultly hearing and responding

to each other in the course of daily life. The dilemma, W hen dealing with biblical texts 1s that

we must recojznize several facts First, these are nol {rue conversations, rather a summary of

such a conversation that might have taken place. or a folk tradition that surviy ed for many

years before it became part of the cannon of biblical literature Regardless of how many

writers contributed to the total work, or how man redactors edited, 1t 15 highly unlikely that

any of these conversations transpired as written Second, it 1S inconceivable that women did

not speak in these episodes, rather. the content of their speech was not thought to be as

important or vital to the story of the Jewish people

Although it is not surprising that the Torah contains many more male-centered stones

than female-centered ONes the unbalanced nature of men's and women's VOICES 13

nevertheless impressive: of the four categories of speech studied in this work. the Mo
prominent pattern is male voices speaking to other male voices. When they speak. their
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conversation revolves d

are generally controntal
Moses and Pharach. o1 lacab and |

case of Joseph and |

When men speak 10 W L e o . ;
“healthy” one In many Cases he characters are portra e :
each other Generally. the men are < ncerned with i T e ;
rclatlnlmhlI“ with their Wives take second i‘lL';’L-.]L‘I:LL' When met 1 nen sinse
communicate with each other m Lhest 1exts. often they have difficultly ur

in the above scenano when Rebekah vents 1o her

the other is attemptin 10 S For instance

| shall die' she 15 not suicidal. nor s she ask

husband Jacob “Give me children o1

to “give” her the children In his hook Men are from Mars Women are from | 'ennis. author

John Gray contends that men and women make several common mistakes n thex

relationships For instance, W hile men tend not 10 listen or do not ask the correct questions,
women tend 10 teel unloved because in the woman s eves, men are not attentive Of show that

they care about the problem that the woman 15 experiencing While men tend 10 minimize the

importance of her feelings and her needs, making W ork more important, women tend 10 feel
unloved because her feelings are 1V alidated by her partner ! This example 0f direct discourse
between husband and wife suggests that men and women had difficulties in communication

from a very early time
In the 1978 book Silences Tillie Olsen records the history of women writers and

T NP

' ]
from Mars. Women are from Venns 141-142

! Grey, John. Men are
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points out the relative it

of socio-linguistics |

and differences in conversational j 1
ponal pane L ¢ Che it i X\ i
4 LR | 14k
in both style (hesiant. quahiied. ques nd
prachcal, the interpersonal ) 1s tvpi tovalued by men ar | (
evalue ¢ comen alike Weon continues
by saying that women speak fess i e s and are interrupted f
ed wroups a ie 5 € ore frequent By the
late 1970s feminist sO€i0lo e and historians had begun 10
u and \ i iad begun 1O Llid aclerize and comy
privaie familial voice of wometi W th the « amminikal yoice ol men an 1 16 tie such differen
L L L S 1 dlieh wWeS

+d blossomed ovel the past twenty
ed ove e past twenty

in voice 1o sex-role socialization These studies have mdeed

§ VOICes--0r ach thereot-=1n the bibhical

years, and have expanded nto the realm of women

text

yst SINKINg examples of women 5 silence come from

Judith Plascow adds that “the m

texts in which women are most central, for there the normative character of maleness 15

especially jarnng 1 |n the Genesis narmative. for example, women arc prominently figures

of Genesis are all strong women--lwebekah

in many of the stones pn--»cntvd These matriarchs

and Tamar notably forceful. while the others each had their moments of strength in the text

d for her children, and often they seem to have an

Each one of them was fiercely concerme

contends that 1 appears “from the

intuitive knowledge of God's plans for their SO Plascow

stories of Sarah and Rebecca that they understand God better than their husbands * God

_________-—-—-—'--._._._——
 Oisen, Tillie, Sifences 17

3 Plascow, Judith Standing Again at S B

4 Plascow, Judith 4
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defends Sarah whe . o Abral ¢
it 1 L L] |\'-

knowing it is God's intent. deceiis liane MO 8
25:23. 27 5-17) How
.
women do not reeein the covenant or who pass on it
pass { < incage The institute of p itnlineal
descent and the patnarchal lineage t ecedence S1011ES i 5

1l -
Plascow continues

Their relationship to God

undigested element in the NATTALIVE

and how is it related 10 the ¢

i 1s not sutficie

|saac. while Rebekah's expenence floats at the mé

Another i1ssue W hich is often lacking from the woman s perspective 1s the matter of

sexual 1ssues Consider the story of Dina--0r shall we say the story of Dina 5 brothers vs

Dina’s perpetrators She never speaks she 1s never spoken 10, and her emotions and feeling

are never e\prc.w:d by the narrator of in any other mannet All that we know 1S the story of

the brother’s revenge I'he biblical authors wrote this Story through the eyes ol third party.

and through the eves of her brothers Rachel attempts 10 speak to Jacob about her nfertility.

ck of compassion and understanding this

but her husband admonishes her There is a la

case

Most women are portrayed--if conversation 10 men and to each other--as mothers

and wives, but not as W omen with their umique and important roles. These narralive reports

y children as @ woman's contribution 10 her

ificance of (male

develop and elucidate the sign

g

s plascow, Judith 4




marriage “Give me children, or | shall d
i e chnnar 0 [Tk cnies Rachel 1o Ja ._|-r|,L-. 0 1) 1
i ) 3 ian appeal

repeated by numerous barren biblical wives As we h |
Wi we have read. three of the matnarchs ofler
their husbands concubines 1o wive birth to offspring in their stead. etther to 1 .
= T slead, entner to protect the women
from childlessness or 10 augment the offspring of the marr " .
L I Ine ofisprng the mamage (Gen 16 1-3, ) 5-4)
Although women appear in many roles in bit {
'l en appear in many roles i lical stones, it 1s the exceptional woman who s

not recogmzed as the mother of a son " The only role that plaved any significance in the hives
of most of these women was that of wife and mother The question of the inclusion of women

in the covenant by God has always provoked much controversy

Entry into the covenant at Sinai is the root experience of Judaism, the céntral
event that established the Jewish people Give the importance of this event,
there can be no verse in the Torah more disturbing to the feminist than Moses’
warning to his people in Exodus 1915, "Be ready for the third day, do not go
" For here. at the very moment that the Jewish people stands
covenant with individual
nt when lIsrael

near a woman
at Sinai ready to receive the covenant--not nNOw the
but with the people as a whole--at the very mome
stands trembling waiting for God's presence to descend upon the mountain,
Moses addresses the community only as men . Al the central moment of
Jewish history, women are invisible Whether they oo stood there trembling
in fear and expectation, what they heard when the men heard these words of
Moses, we do not know [t was not their experience that interested the

chronicler or that informed and shaped the Torah

patriarchs

Women's voices are relatively silent in the biblical text, and when they are portrayed they are
often depicted in relationship to others. This is not to say that women did not play vital roles
in the development of the Israclite people However. these accomplishments. are rarely

recorded in the text

* Plascow 173

7 Plascow 25
216
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fascinating to rea

genders assignment

we often hear those

family structure--we ar ! cal 10 adapt to the dual-inco

difficulty Men and women cont » learn how better our
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