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INTRODUCTION 

The theme tor this paper was suggested by Dr. Jobn 

Tepter who directed that its author investigate all 

Talmudic references touching upon the 11.f'e ot the sailor 

during those days. Since my service as an engineer 

aboard the largest United States battleship during the 

second World War, I have been interested in any phase 

of research which deals with the crat t ot seafaring. 

At the time this thesis was begun, a Talmudic Index 

was not available and it was my task to search through 

all of the Talmud for this information. My e.t'torts were 

rewarded 1n that I tound the Talmud to be rich and abun

dant 1n such material. 

Upon further research, I learned that these reteronoes 

presented the most complete and intimate picture of 

sea- faring of that period. 'lhe Talmud is the primary source 

in this £1eld since very little information is found neither 

1n other literatures nor in later research dealing with 

that period. 

When confronted with the diff'icul ties of interpreting 

the text, I had no other choice but to rely upon the 



standard commentaries of the text such as; Rash!, Rashbam, 

etc. Because of the extensiveness of the subject, I 

have conf'ined myself, whenever possible, to the Babylonian 

Talmud. I have also endeavored to point out differences 

between Tannaitic and .Amoraic approaches to any of the 

p~oblems partaining to seafaring and, especially, in their 

attitudes toward such Halacha. 

The first chapter is an evaluation of seafaring as 

a craft and the personal attitude· of the Rabbis toward 

the mariner. 'Ihe evidence is baaed u pon statements and 

incidents related by or in the name of Tannaim and Amoraim. 

'!be second chapter deals with the more technical 

aspect of seafaring. Here, a description la given of the 

various types of ships during the Talmudic Period, the 

shipowners, personnel and an account of the perils involved 

during a voyage. 

In order to show the importance of seafaring during 

those times, the third chapter is exclusively devoted 

to Halacha. 'Ihese references are plentiful and sustain 

the fact that the Talmud is the most complete form of 

nautical legislation of its day. 

I want to express my thanks to Dr. John Tepfer for 



his graciousness and assistance in providing me with 

innumerable suggestions. I am grate.ful., too, to Professor 

Samuel Atlas for his patience and criticisms. 'lhe third 

chapter on Halacha could not have been possible without 

his guidance • . I should also like to thank my wife for 

her devotion in connnitting this paper to its final 
r 

pr~ted form. ~ ~ 



CHAPTER ONE 
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There are numerous and varied references in the Talmud 

to the sailor-and his profession. These detailed and inti

mate remarks reflect the attitude of the Rabbi3 toward 

the mariner in ancient times. 'Iha t the Talmud should 

ab ound with such references is not at all surprising, in 

view of the fact that many ot the academies were located 
(i) 

in maritime towns. 'lheretore, 1 t was not unusual tor the 

sages to v18'it these ports, speaking to and inquiring 

ot the mariners and sea-travelers. 

Many of these v1a1ts were ot a professional nature . 

Of ten, when at a loss tor the meaning of a particular 

term, the Rabbis repaired to the docks and solicited 

clarification from the sailor. 'lhe explanations offered 

were regarded as authoritative and often influenced the 

outcome of rabbinic law. 

'lllus, we find Samuel inquiring of the mariners the 

meaning of the term " p 1 p JJl(J," an oil prohibited for 

the kindling of Sabbath candles. He reported that this 

Oil came from a certain bird Called fl r I r 11 Which resides 
® only in sea towns . 

'lhe fact that SSDDlel fraternized and took counsel 

with the mariners indicates the general esteem accorded 

them by many of the Rabbis. By no means were the sailors 
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considered social outcasts. '!heir trastworthiness in 

relating reliable and correct information is portrayed 

by the Rabbis• hastiness in accepting their explanations 

as def ini ti ve. Concerni.ng the term " } re I c ' II sea

farers reported that they called it " 5) j Jc J I~ , " and 

that it was f'ound in the ca~i ty wherein the pearl lies~ 
In all such incidents, the sages did not hesitate to de

clare that this information was imparted to them by the 

mariners. 

Because the sailors• protession carried them to dis

tant lands and foreign shores, the Rabbis depended upon 

them as the sole contact with these strange places. Many 

things that were unknown to the Rabbis at home were c0Jm11on 

knowledge to the mariners<!!> In one case, involving the 

clarification of a biblical verse, supposedly lying within 

the purvi ew of' a rabbinic s pecialization, we f'ind Rabbi 

Jud.ab repairing to the piers and 1nquiring from the sailors. <f) 

Aside from the 1nterest in the sallors as an important 

source of' information, concern is manifested in the dig

nity and station of their occupation. In a discussion, 

the Rabbis considered those of' various craf'ts who were 

permitted to partake of "5).J l?j) • " Abaye states that 

individuals angaged in specific professions are prohibited, 



r 
-3-

as for example, the camel driver. 'lhe reason for this seems 

to be that the camel drivers are subject to seminal emmia

sions which render them unclean for the eating of "fy'IJ_I' • 11 

In supporting this viewpoint, the Talmud places this 

prohibition on an entirely different basis by s tating 

eategorical.ly, 11
• f''¥Q, ) p\1:> f 1rrt ·~.:>l?,t all camel 

drivers are wicked. 11 In later passages, this statement is 

refined and a distinction is made between those camel 

drivers who use saddles and those who do not. Ass drivers 

are likewise dealt with, and the same criticism and dis-

tinction 1s made. However, with regard to the sailor, 

there is unanimity among the sages. Illey all agree tlu\ t 

sailor-priests may partake of 11 ))j(/7.J>." The statement 

reads 1 11 I f' I r I '3 g P \,) f 1j Q) 0 1 t all sailors are righteOUS • 11 

'There is no distinction made.~ 

This favorable attitude toward the sailor and his 

profession is aven more convincing from the fact that 

the sages reserved for him their highest praise. Concern

ing the teaching of a craft, Rabbi Meir declared,, 11 one 

should teach his son a cleanly crlf't." Rabbi Judah said, 

11 Most ass drivers are wicked; most camel drivers are 

worthy men; most sailors are pious. 11 (j) 

The phrase employed in the above text reads 11
'3 1 o f1 11

,, 



r 
-4-

and it is signif'icant that Rabbi Judah ben Il 'al , whom 

the Talmud hails as the II " I 0 n " of his generation, 

aaoribes the same tribute to the mariner. '!be connotations 

Of this term are Wide and far-reaching. 1he n ~I on n W&8 

known for his pd.ety and uprightnes@as deduced from the 

rabbinic die tum. " 'I 0 n ~') le j) p-/ /tr . II A most flatter

ing case could b~ made for the profession of the sailor. 

However, we cannot overstate his cause and must confine 

ourselves to the sources. 

In connection with this. Delitzsoh points out that, 

"Jesus -called his first four ••• and moat renowned ••• 

disciple~ fram the fishing boats on the lake of Gennes-

aret ••• whom, according to St. Matthew, he first saw on 

thE9 shore of the lake and, according to St. John, had 

already met in Judea." @ 

Why the sages regarded the mariner 1n a more favorable 

light than the members of other professions is not revealed 
@ 

in the Talmud. Most ot the commentators are 1n agreement 

with Rashi ·tiha t , because of the perils of his profession, 

the sailor turns to his Father 1n Heaven, and remains 

loyal to his ancestral faith.~ 

'lllese reasons, however, do not suffice for so drastic 

a distinction between the maril'er •s craft and the camel 
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driver or ass driver, who faced the perils or' the road. 

Many inferences in the Talmud reveal that the camel driver 

was ottan accosted by robbers who plundered the caravan 

routes.@ 

@ 
I t was suggested that the sailors' fears were tor the 

high waves, the storms and the driving winds, which they 

portrayed as the wrath of God, as did all ancients ot that 
0iJ 

day . T'aey interpreted this as retribution for their past 

iniquities and held themselves accountable. '!he Bible 

relates that the mariners cast lots in an attempt to find 

the guilty party whose sins had endangered the lives of 

those aboard ship.~ 

Thus , in order to survive the elements, the sa.ilors 

had no other recourse but to place their trust 1n the 

Lord. Most probably, it was t his constant self-searching 

which earned for them the respect of the Rabbis. 

On the other hand, the camel driver battled against 

human elements. To withstand the brutality of man calls 

for turthe!" 'Qru tali ty and his assurance of gooO. for tune 

depended on whether or not he could attune himself to the 
(jJ) 

ways of physical combat. 

Another source that places the craft of the mariner 

even above that of agriculture .1omes to us from Rabbi 
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Eleazer ben Pedath. He states, " Th.ere will be a time 

when all craftsmen will take up agriculture, for it is 

written that all who handle the oar, the mariners and the 

pilots of the sea shall come down from their ships. They 

shall stand on dry land." His interpretation of this 

verse hinges upon the word "' /3 J' , ' they shall go 

down" ••• a term denoting decadence. While it is midrashic, 

it does point out that the marl\ne~'s craft was more highly 

regarded. e 
'1he favorable attitude toward the sailors did not 

come as a result of the Rabbis' merely theorizing about 

them at the academies. Many of the sages enjoyed personal 

relationships with them and did not hesitate to call upon 

them when 1n need of a special favor. 

'Ihe Talmud reveals that, " Rabbi Gamada gave four zuz 

t o sa ilors to bring h:bn something . IJh~y could not obtain 

it for him and orought a monkey in its place. 'lhe monkey 

escaped and made its way into a hole. In searching for it, 

the sailors found it lying upon precious stones and brought 

it tO him. II @ 

Rabbi Gamada was not the only one who struck good 

fortune because of the mariner. Rabbi Akiba likewise 

gave four zuz to sailors t o bring him something. 'lhey 
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could not obtain it and brought him a hollow log they 

found upon the sea shore. He was told to sit upon it and 

wait. Akiba soon discovered that the log was .full of 

dinar!, for it happened that a ship sank and all its 

treasured were placed in this hollow log for safe keep

ing. 'Ihe Tal.Imld further adds that, because of this and 

other similar incidents, Rabbi Akiba became a wealthy man.~ 

Aside from bringing good fortune, the sailor was 

looked upon as a man or wisdom and wide experience who 

had knowledge of many skills other than those of his own 

profession. '!be Rabbis trusted him in ministering to 

t he sick. 

One source relates that when Rabbi Eleazer ben Simeon 

was ill, a group of sailors rushed to his rescue and re

stored him to heal th. 'lbey prepared for him " /c 3 ;, r 'J' r ) 1>' f,' " 

sixty kinds of pap from which he ate. 'll:ley presented him 

with a fortune in maney and stones as well. We are told 

that Rabbi El eazer ate, drank, and recovered.~ 

The rom!Ulce and attractivene~s of the life of the 

sailors did not escape the attention of the Rabbis . Even 

while at work . drawing the ship ropes or tying the ship 

to port, the men presented vivid pictures which the Rabbis 

carried back to the study halls. Rab declared that the 
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cry of the sea-men was " 

This was , most probably, t he " Heave-hol " of the mariners 

of that day. One can almost visualize them at t heir work 

as they fastened the ropes to the rhythm of this cadence. 

There is evidence that the ancient Jewish sailor had a 

repertoire of ballads and that they were permitted and 

appreciated by the Rabbis. 11 When the Sanhedrin ceased, 
@ 

song ceased from the places of feast!ng.n Rab Runa declared 

the singing of the sailors permissable, but prohibited 

the singing of the weavers.~ 

While the reason for such a decision is not given, 

one may venture the opinion that the chant of the sailors 

dealt with work and travel, or pe1·haJ;s the themes of a 

religious nature. Most probably, the weavers• songs were 

frivolous in content, and because of this, they were for

bidden. (8} 

What is surprising is the inference that the sailor 

was more refined than his brethren in other trades. 'lhis 

is gathered from the statsement, " When Huna abolished 

slinging," referring to the singing of all trades except 

that of the sailor. @ 

'!he welfare and personal safety of the mariner was of 
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vital concern to the Jewish community. 'llle men or th~ 
" '3 j'i(I " assembled in their synagogues and fasted for 

those who went down to the sea. 'Ihis practice assumes 

greater aignificance in view of the fact that, on other 

days, the men of "~Jifi " prayed for pregnant women, nurs

ing women, and the heal th or small children.@ 

The sailor's lite also had its less serious moments. 

Many of his fanciful tales attracted the interest of the 

Rabbis. Rabbi bar b. Hana entertained many of his col

leagues with sea stories that could easily put the present 
@ 

day sailor to shame. Many other Rabbis indulged in this 

popular pastime. Rab Mari told that he spied a ship manned 

by angels in the guise of sailors. 'l.'hey loaded the ship 

with sand, and before long, it turned into 1'1ne flour. @ 

We can well appreciate t his pastime on the part of 

the sages. Theirs was an ancient world, and the ways 

of' the sea werCJ not lmown to them. Voyages, during those 

days, were accomplished by traveling close to the shore 
@. 

line. 'Ihe mariner who ventured beyond this 11.mi t was payed 

grea t tribute. Rab Nac jman said of the sailor, " 'lhey 

f . th II~ have seen the world open be ore em. 1..2.:::J 

Because of the dangers and uncertainties ot life and 

property, the mariners of ancient days banded together 
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to form their own guil d. 'lhe guild served as a kind ot 

i .nsur ance and reimbursed the mariner with another ship 

when ·a loss was not due to negligence. The one sour ce 

that is suggestive of such an association reads, " The 

mariners are entitled to stipulate that one who loses his 

boat should be provided with another boat. If this 

was caused by his fault, they would no t have to provide 

him with an9ther boat. so, also, if he sailed to a place 

wh&re boats should not go ( and thus lost his boat ), 

they would not have to provide him with another one. 

&it is this not obvious? No; ( there may be a place where ) 

during Nisan they generally sail one rope's length away 

from the shore, whereas during Tiahri they sail two ropes' 

length away from the shore, and it so happened here that 

during Nisan he sailed in the place during Tishri. In this 

case, it can be argued that as he took his wonted course 

in sailing ( he should be provided with another boat ) ; 

we are theref'ore ( told that this is not the oa.se. ) " @ 

J:Uring the Talmudic Period, one such Jewish sailors' 

association flourished in the famed city ot Alexandria. 

'lhis association was strong and efficient, regulating 

admission to the craft and fixi.ng prices for 1 t s sex-vices. 

The guild not only served in th6 interests 0£ private 

parties, but had frequent d~ alings with the state. A higher 
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code fixed specific prices for services rendered the state 

by the Jewish associations of shipmastera in Alexandria.~ 

The Guilds of Alexandria had social interests aside 

from the professional aspect. An intimate picture of the 

workings of these guilds can be seen from the following 

Baraitha : n'It has been taught,' Rabbi Judah stated, 

' he who has not seen the double colonnade of Alexandria 

1n Egypt, has never seen the glory of Israel •••• the 

attendant of the Synagogue stood with a scarf in his hand. 

When the time came to answer Amen, he waved his scarf 

and all the congregation duly responded. 'lhey moreover 

did not occupy their seats promiscuously, but goldsmiths 

sat separately, silversmiths separately, blacksmiths 

separately, metalworkers separately and weavers separa~ely, 

so that when a poor man entered the place he recognized 

the members of his craft and on applying to that quarter 

obtained a 11vl1hood for himself and for the members of 

his family.•" @ 

One can surmise that the powerf'ul sailors' guild of 

Alexandria likewise took its station in the synagogue 

and practised the same kindness as the other guilds. 

The fact, however, that specific mention is not made of 

the sailor guild, while the oth~rs are named, weighs 
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heavily against such an assumption. 

Another source relates that, 11 Before the Jewish war, 
the sailors of Tiberius formed one party, but such a 

formidable one that Jesus, son of Sapphias, who had set 

himself up as a commander of that town, maintained his 

position by their support.~ 

Many centuries before the Talnru.dic Period, there 

existed a group of laws that regulated the mariners• craft 

in Babylonia. Prices were f 1.xed tor the building of ships 

and the bu~lders were expected the guarantee then for 

their seaworthiness. '!he code also fixed the hire of 

ship and crew and held the captain responsible for the 

replacement of both freight and ship in case of loss or 

damage.@ 

Th.at the Rabbis had knowledge of these, or similar, 

guild laws is evidenced by th~ statement, " 1 f '.} ~ b S> (>)J/1/1 !le• /cf, , ' 
they shall no t deviate from the custom of the mariners.' 

A more precise discussion of these laws is not stated. 

However, one may assume that they served as the basis 

for those guilds that were formed during the Talmudic 

Period.@ 

Some of the Rabbis were actually engaged 1n the marUime 
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profession. During the days of Rab,there lived a well

known fisherman, Adda by name, who supplied the former 

with many recipes~~ the preparation of fish, as well 

as other i•elated information.@ 

So popular was this profession that, in mne town, all 
® the inhabitants had tcken to it. Rabba ben bar Huna, 

while interpreting a Bara.itha, set down cert ain laws 

regulating the rights of fishing.@ 

The Rabbis displayed a unique appreciation for the 

beauty of the sea. 'lhe Talmud relates, " He who has not 

seen the Temple of Herod has never seen a beautiful build-

ing. Of what did he build it? Rabbah said of yellow and 

white me.rble. Some say of blue and yellow and white marble. 

Alternate rows projected so as to leave a place for oe-

ment. He originally intended to cover it with gold, but 

the Rabbis advised him not to, since it was more beautiful 

as it was, looking like the waves of the sea.~ 
'1he Rabbis considered that a man's l ove for the sea 

was not a matter to be cultivat ed , but rather a quality 

which was inborn. One incident relates that a man went 

about speaking of his love f or the sea and, aftsr inves

tigating, the sages found that he was of the tribe or 
Zebulu.n, which was assigned to live by the sea. " @ 
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The deep admiration of the Rabbis for the captain of 

the ship found its way into parables and legends. He 

created a most impressive pic ture, guiding and sustain

ing the crew in its battle against the wind and the sea. 

Rabbi Hanan ben Raba stated in the name of Rab, " On the 

day when Abraham our f ather passed away from the world, 

all the great ones of the world s tood in l ine and said, 

' Woe to the world that has los t its leader and woe to 

the sh ip that has lost its pilot. 1 11@ 

'lhe eap tain , then, : was the supreme authority on board 

ship, and was vested with the responsibility of crew and 

voyage. ·It was to the good fortune of the crew if their 

leader was of a k1.nd nature. If, however, the captain was 

an ill-tempered man, nothing could be done, save to bear 

with him. In rebuking Rabban Gaznliel for his severity, 

Rabbi Joshua exclaimed, " Woe to the ship of which you 

are 1 ts captainJ 11 @ 
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TYPES OF SHIPS IB THE TALMUD: 

The term most frequently employed by the Talmud in 

designating a ship is " 3'> J' C) 0 • " This ship was otten 

used as a commercial vessel and, at times, as a fishing 
© ~ 

boat. A distinction is ma.de between the " 3) JU p ;)J';> o," 
® (' 

••• the small ship, and the 11 3H/ 3(' 5)j' Q)C> ," • • • the large 

ship~ In answer to the question, "What is a large ship?", 

Rabbi Judah replied., "One that does not sway with a man's 

weight.® 

A more detailed picture or t he ship can be gained 

trom the words or Rab Papa . In estimating the culpable 

overload or a ship at a thirtieth or its weight, Rab 

Papa declared, "From this it fol lows that the average 
(l) 

ship carries a load of t hirty kors . " Taking one kor to 

equal three hundred and si~ty-tbree l itres , the weight 

ot the average ship, in total , would approximate close 

to eleven tons.~ 

Mention 1s made ot a still larger ship, " 5) \i'3f ')?12 f n, 

the Great Liburna. Its culpable overweight is estimated 

at thirty kors. The approximate weight of this ship can 

be placed at twenty-seven to thirty tons. The Great Li

burna h identified as a Roman battle wagon and, because 

the .Tews were so impressed with this mightr vessel, 
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they ref erred to all great ships a s Liburnas. (f) 

A fascinating account of the Great Li burna is pre

sented by one of the Rabbis . Commenting on the verse, 

"Neither shall a gallant ship pass thereby," Rab said, 

"This r efers to the Great Liburna. How is it carried 

out? They bring six thousand men for twelve months 

(or according to others, twelve thousand men tor six 

months), and load the boat with sand until it rests 

on the s ea bottom. Then a diver goes down and ties a 

r ope of flax to the coral, while the other end is tied 

t o the ship ; and the sand is then taken and thrown 

overboard; and as the boat rises, it puls up the coral ~ 

with it. The coral is worth twice its weight in silver." 

The more popular ship, used in the transportation 

of foodstutf s wae- the n P 1 
J 3 _J 0 ~ fie 5U' aJO , " , @ 

the Alexandrian ship, named atter the port of Alexandria 
@ 

on the Mediterranean Sea. This type of ship varied in 

structure as well as in weight. One source relates 

that t he larger class had flat bottoms and carried a 
@ 

minimum weight of two kors in dry measure. The flat 

bot t om allowed f or greater weight capacity and insured 

better balance on a long voyage. @ 
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Another source tells ot the Alexandrian ship with 

a V-sh.aped bottom. It carr i ed as its maximum, a weight 

less than two kors. Because ot its V-sbaped bottom, this 

ship did not attempt a long voyage. On the basis of pre

vious statistics, these ships averaged three quarters 

ot a ton or more 1n total weight. @ 

Whil~ t he greater majority ot ships were constructed 

ot wood, mention is made ot " 0? /7 (e.., 5'>J'CJO ," s.,a

going earthen ships.~ 

The Rabbis had a special name for the keel boat. 

They referred to it as a " .J> ? p n ~)' ~o," •• . a 

dancing sh ip. Thia boat was V-shaped, and it tapered 

sharply toward the bottom where it came to a point. 

Because ot its speed, it created the illusion of a 

danci ng ship . @ 

Other commentators picture this boat as being some

what similar to the modern-day ferry boat in which the 

bottom comes to a cone-shape at midship. While on the 

sea, t he illusion would be that of a ship dancing f r om 

one wave to another. @ 

Another s hip in the same category ot " 5) J' C> 0 , " 

was the " ?> CJ (1c " Wh!le this shi,> traveled on the high 
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seas, it was not as s trong or as solidly built as 

the average 11 :;') J';;) 0 ". @ 

Sincl! the " 5)j' (i) 0 " could not travel in waters 
@ 

that measured less than ten hand-breadths , ships or 

smaller dimension took over the duty or operating in 

shallow waters. In an arguement concerning the laws or 

cleanliness relating to ships, mention ie made or the 

" / ' ; 'J> _)J /J' v 6 ,," • •• the Jordan ship. Thie ship 

was pulled up to shore, loaded, and then lowered into 

the water. @ 

'!he " ic? l /c,," ••• a ship ot smaller construction 

was often used as a :tl•eighter on inland or coast-wise 

water lanes. This ship ie ot Babylonian origin,, and 

was never found on the high seas~ It served mostly 

••• 

as a freighter,, carrying wheat and wine along the canal 
~ 

and river banks.~ 

Because of its extreme usefulness, the " Jc ? ? /c " 

was, by far, th& most popular ship used in Babylonia. 

Rab Ass 1 compiled many excellent laws concerning the 
@ 

arches of the " je,? /{c, ". Quite often, the Rabbis 

were requested to settle a dispute ~tween two parties 
~ 

who claimed ownership ot such a boat. Rab Huna related 
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that various specimens ot pitch, applied to the hull 

of the " /c- cl/~ ", were used in the remed:r for tertian 

fever.@ 

From e.tar, the " /c C'? I~ " appeared to be a kind 

of vestibule. Arches extended f r om one side of the ship 

to the oth~r and were covered with material which otferftd 

protection against the rain and cold.~ 

At times, the " /c 2? /c, " served as a passenger 

boat. One incident relates that Rab Hisda and Rabbah 

b. Rab Huna were traveling in a " ~ c )k " . A certai.n 

lady asked tbf\ t they seat her near them. The Rabbis 

retused and she put a spell on th~ boat so that it could 

not move. They, in turn, pronounced a spell and the 

boat was freed.~ 

Another type of ship that appears frequentl:r in 

the Talmud is the " )) c 1 
)-/ ". These ships varied 

in size and are identified as " j) I J <Jp ) 1 I? ' "'")1) , " 

••• small boats, or" ./> 1\t1( _})le ' )i' ," • •• large 
@ 

boats. Krauss claims that this boat was the most prim-

itive of all vessels. It was nothing more than a shallow 

container made of a hollowed out tree trunk.~ 

One source, however, indlcates otherwise. In listing 
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the culpable overweight for ships, the overweight for 

a " )) C ' J "6 " is placed at one artaba. According 

to this figure, the weight of the average " 5') c 1 ) '( " 

would be about f ifteen kors, or f ive and a half ton.a. 

This figure hardly fits into the picture of the pr1m1-

ti~e vessel.@ 

The t'urther statement that, "If one dreams he is 

sit ting in a small " )'\ C '1'( ", he will acquire a good 

name; it in a large " )\ e '1"6 ", both he and his family 

will acquire one; but this is only i f it is on the 

high sea," seeme to indicate that this boat was not of 

too small proportions.~ 

Canal boats of smaller dimensions that made their 

ways through the marshlands of the Mesene district 

in Babylonia were called " ../> 'JI ? ". This boat 

often served as a gig to the larger sea-going ships. 

It was attached by a rope extending beyond the stern. 

Where the waters were shallow, the passengers were placed 

in these gigs and taken to shore. @ 

The shape of this gig was somewhat s1m.1lar to that~ 

0 J 0 of an egg, hence the name " /> 1 .JI? " from " Y '? ". 

It was a short boat and tapered do1fll toward t he b~ttom 
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in a kn1fe-11ke manner. 

Accordi.ng to one commentator, the " ..P 1)/? " were 

so-called because they travelled in the n 3) i J 2 n, ••• 

the swamps. They were made entirely of wooden boards, 

and were fastened together in such n manner so that 

small cavities remained between the boards along the 

bottom of the boat. While the waters passed freel7 

over these bottom boards, the boat jltself could not 

tip ovor and sink. @ 

A boat of similar construction 1t;o that mentioned 

above is the 11 }> 1 f i 3 ". According to Raba, " }> 1 j J? " 

and " _}> 1("11 " are the same. Ralb Nathan the Babylon-

/ fJ 'f? j(.}'fc·J 1? ft' ••• the boats ian called 1t " 

of Mesene, while Symmachus we.a a Pa:lestinian and called 

it ft j) If /'J "~These boats were often used as f ishing 
@ 

boats and were named after " ( 13 ft, ••• to fish . They 

were also used in the transportation of light cargo, 

such as canes and bullrushes.Q!) 

The remaining category of boats mentioned in the 

Talmud comes under the heading of " /c 3 O/c ", ••• 
@ rafts. When the shipment of log~ W'as too great a burden 

for a ship to haul, the mariners would tie the logs 
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into large bundles , erect sails, raise the flags, and 

set out for their destination.~ 

The raft was especially usetul as a barge in the 

transportation of merchandise. The barges were pulled 

by " 
/ J (.J ", • • • barge es ••• while they walked along 

the canal and river banks 1n Babylonia. Provision was 

made by the Rabbis f or the vegetation to be cut down 

along these areas ao as to give the bargees better 

facility in applying their trade.<tV 

One account tells ot the many arguements over this 

matter o: clearance. •Rabbah son ot R. Nahm.an iJas 

travelling in a boat, when h& saw a fores t on a river 

bank. Said be: 'To whom does this belong?' ••• 'To 

Rabbah son of R. Huns.', he was intormed. He thereupon 

quoted, ' Yea, the hand ot the princes and r ulers ha.th 

been chief in this trespass. Cut it down, cut it down' , 

he ordered. Then Rab bah son of R. Huna came and found 

it out down . 'Whoever cut it down', he exclaimed, 

•may h1s branches be cut downl' It was related th.at 

during the -whole lifetime of Rabbah son of R. Huna 

none of Rabbah son o! R. Nabman 1s children remained 

alive". @ 
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Another boat belonging to the category ot rafts 

18 t he " /c. )'(l'itf' ~ • • • th~ ferr..... Th f t .. J e erry was privately 

owned and a t oll was charged for the cross in~ At timeu, 

the fer ryma.n would accept me.rohandhe ins tead. 

Samuel was once crossing on a ferry boat and asked his 

attendants t~ pay the owner f or the trip. He became 

turious with his attendant when he found out t hat the 

ferryman was rewarded with a trefah hen.@ 

Inspite of the short trip across the canal or river
1
, 

there was the constant danger of sinking. One incident 

related that a fel low pas senger pushed another man's 

animal overboard in order to keep the ferr7 afloat. @ ' 

A similar ly constructed boat was the house-boat . 

It consisted or a four-walled enclosure placed upon a 

@ " f'I>? " raft. on larger ships , these ./' , ••• houses ••• 

were the compartments assigned tor the crew and passengors.@ 

THE CREW: 

The captain was in complete charge of the ship, 

crew, and the voya~e. At hie command, the sailors treed 
'If the ship !Tom port. Once underway, bis chief concern •~LB 



to guide the ::hip along its proper course at aea. This 

was accomplished by climb1ug to the ·top of the mast 

and looking to and fr~ while suttering the violent 

~ rockings of the ship. No l ess pleas·u.ra.ble was the coDl!lo-

tion that went on about him. R. Hanina compared the 

"noise of the rigging at the edge of the mast like 

the dying gasps that agitate the body". Rabbi Johanan 

made a similar analogy to the topsail at the edge of the 
@ 

mast. Frequently, the owner of the 1ship would accompany 

the captain on the voyage. He ranke~i w! th the captain 

in authority, and the latter was oftien obligated to 

execute hio comm.ands. @ 

Other important members of the c:rew were the 

" f 1 i Q, f t ", ... the sounders. Whien the ship was 

near1~g land, there was great danger of running upon the 

rocks and land banks which were subm1erged under the water. 

The sounders, equipped with long mea1suring rods, tested 

the depth of the water and relayed tltle1r findings to 

the captain. When the ship was as close as possible to 

the shore, the anchor was dropped of,f the bow. @ 

Among the many duties of the cre11J was the task of 

securing the ropes of the ship to poirt. A ring at the 

head of the shi:t> through which ropes were pass ed and 
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tied held the vessel fast to its moorings.~ 
The arti'ul knots which the sailors used did not 

escape the attention ot the Rabbis . They referred to 

them as " ( ') o:> 0 I t j> ", • • • sailor knots. Ttiougb 

they held the ship most s~urely, they could be untied 

w1 th very little et fort. <IJJ 

It was not easy to handle the ropes. The heat caused 

by the friction ot the rope being pulled through the 

ring was extremely painful to the sailors' hands. In 

describing the croup, the worst possible death ot all, 

the Talmud compc.res it "to a thorn in a ball ot wool 

being pulled out backwards; some people 9 like pulling 

a rope through the loopholes of a ship".~ 

Aside from the regular duties of weighing anchor, 

setting up the sails, lowering the gigs, handling 

freight, and repairing any damage while under way, @ 
'S' 

the crew also had to row the ship it it became necessary. 

Since the technique of tacking was not known to the 

sailor of that period, many ot the wealthier Jewish 

ship owners had galley s laves who propelled the ship 

with oars . @ 
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In order to facilitate the transportation ot goods 

from one ship to another, the crew fastened the two 

ships by means ot large iron hooks. One can well imagine 

the great danger as the crews busied themselves amid 

the clashing of the hulls. 

The picture ot the captain, the crew, their various 

reeponsib1lit1es, the dangers and the arduous labors, 

does not diff er greatly tran the ship's company ot 

today . 

OWNERSHIP: 

There were many Jewish ship-owners during the Tal

mudic period. A guild, consisting entirely ot Jew~, 
0) 

f lourished in the great city ot Alexandria. llany ot 

the laws formulated by the Rabtis 1n reference to owner

ship, cleanliness, and possession give evidence ot this.~ 

In one case, gentiles rented a ship trom a Jew 

which they u~ed tor transporting wines, and they payed 

him in wheat. He appeared betore R. Hisd&. who told him 

that, because ot the injunction ot " (OJ !" 
the payment was not to be used, but to be burned and 

" ' 
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Another source, whi ch deals with pledges made to 

the sanctuary, tells about s Jewish merchant who be-

came wealthy when his ship returned laden with precious 

cargo. Aside from this aspect of ownership , it is inter-

esting to note that the above source is close in com- ~ 

~ parison to tde modern-day expression, "His ship came in". 

Many of the Rabbis were ship-owners. It is related 

that Judah the Patriarch showed respect to men or wealth 

in accordance with an exposition on a biblical v~e. 
~ When the son ot Bonyis, a student ot Rabbi Judah, ap-

peared before his master, the latter cried out, "Kake 

way tar the owner ot a hundred manehl• He was promptly 

corrected by R. Ishmael son ot R. Jose who told him, 

"The father ot this man owns a thousand ships on the 

sea and a correspondin6 number ot towns on land". Rabbi 

Judah replied by requesting that they notify Bonyis 

to dress his son more appropriately.~ 

R. Eleazar b. Harsom was of equal wealth and greater 

piety. One Baraitha teaches, "The poor, the rich, the 

sensual come before the heavenly court ••• To the rich 

man they said: 'Why have you not occupied yourself 



-35-

with Tor ah? ' It he said, •I was rich and oocupi ed with 

my poss essions ' , they would say to him; •were you 

perchance richer than R. Eleazar? ' I t was reported 

about R. Eleazar b. Harsom t hat his tather left him. a 

thousand citi es on the continent and over a gainst that 

th d b t th " i? one ouaan oa s on e sea ••• ~ 

According to a legecd in the Talmud, Rabbi Joshua 

was presented with a very large ship by the Emperor 

of Rome, Hadrian .. The s~ consisted of sixty compartments 

t o house its passengers.~ 

When the son ot Mar Samuel died, he stipulated 

in his •ill ti:.t thirteen thousand zuz worth ot 

" /c_h l(1 " trom his Nehar Pania possessions be given 

to Raba. The latter then sent an inquiry to R. Joseph 

asking him for a detini tion ot the term " le ..P r r ~ ". 
Havi ng received a reply, Raba coD111ented, "I am in no 

doubt that ' /cp rr" ' means everything. 1l:y problem is, 

what ot the rent ot houses and the hire of ships?" ~ 

Most probably, the son ot Samuel, who was the only 

son of the family, inherited this large fortune trom 

his father. Mar Samuel, then, in supplying his colleagues 

with bits of seafaring i nformation, did so out of tre-
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quent contact with the mariners in his employ.@ 

In Babylonia it was common practice tar those Rabbis 

who owned ships to notif'y the Exilarch of their arrival. 

The Exilarch, in turn, investigated their scholarship 

and, if approved, would reserve a place tor them at 

the market, so that no one else oould sell before the 
- Ci' 

Rabbis had disposed ot their cargoes. ~ 

R. Dimi arrived with a boat-load of figs. The Rrll

arch sent Raba to investigate his scholarship. R. Adda 

b. Abba was then dispatched by Raba to greet him. R. 

Adda questioned R. D1m1 on a point ot law upon which 

the latter co'1ld not reply. Word came back to the Exil

arch and the market-place was not reserved for R. D1m1. 

His boatload ot figs was a complete loss.~ 

THE VOYAGE: 

To undertake a sea voyage was a most hazardous 

venture. The terrible dangers of the sea were no match 

for the men and ships ot those days. It is, therefore, 

understandable why the rabbis disapproved of sea voyag

ing. Commenting on the verse, •she baa become as a 
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widow", R. Judah bar Ezekiel said, "Not as a real 

widow, but as a woman whose husband has gone beyond the 

sea, tull7 intending to return to her". @ 

R. Judah turther declared that, upon completion of 

a sate journey at sea, one must bless God f or his deli

verance and otter prayers of thanksgiving. In supporting 

this point of view, R. Judah cites Psalm CVII, wherein 

the account ot man against the sea 1a presented in the 

most magnificent imagery.<!}) 

To further discourage sea travelling, the Rabbis 

ordained that no Jew was permitted to sail the Great 

Sea without their express consent. Only in cases of 

dire necess ity, did the authorities agree that such 

voyaging was permitted.@ 

The citizens of Beyshan vowed never to undertake 

a sea journey. When their children approached R. Joh

anan to gain permission for such travel, they were 

~efused because ot the injunction whic~ was made by 

the Rabbis. (jj} 

So perilous was the journey, that the Rabbis had 

come to regard a safe return as a miracle. One Baraitha 

teaches, "Four perutoth never contain a sign of nlessing 
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••••money that came from overseaa.h The reason tor this 

was, "becau.5e a miracle does not happen every day." ~ 
It is also related that Rabbi Gamliel approached Rabbi 

Joshua and asked Wh7 the latter, who possessed so much 

knowledge 1 bad to sail so frequently aboard ship. @ 

Before h~ set out to sea it was expected of a 
@ husband tbat he have interoouree with his wife. Sometimes, 

this waa the last that he would see her, since many 

ships t hat sailed were never heard from again. In this 

case, the wife at home was forced to remain an " S>J If 'i ." 

If it was to be a long t~, it often lasted anywhere 
®, .ri,om three to six months. When a married man realized 

beforehand that he was facing great danger and might 

never return, the Rabbis relaxed the laws of divorce. 

This assumes greater significance in view of the fact 

that this same lenience was extended to a man who was 

at the point of death~It was also requested of the 

traveler that, before he undertook his journey, he was 

"&o'lseek the counsel of his Maker." ® 

The Rabbis had many ways of describing a ship once 

it was at sea. Raba said that it did not ~ove on the 

water at all, but that it was the motion of the waves 
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@ 
which carried it along. According to R. Zera, ~e water 

~z. 
was stationery while 1t was the ship which move • In 

another version, the ship was described as being tossed 

~om one ~ave to another, so that it appeared as though 

the ship was leaping miraculously through the air.~ 

The safety of the ships of those days depended 

almost entirely upon the direction of the wind. It 

it was a favorable wind, the journey was hastened; 

it unfavorable, the Toyage was delayed, and sometimes 

resulted in disaster. @ 

Particular fear was expressed for the s1nd which 

came from the east. R. Judah said, "When it blows, 
@ . 

it makes f'urrows in the sea." Another opinion holds 

that the South-sind was the most violent of' all, and 

it it were not tor a certain angel ~restrain it, 

~ the entire world would be dest~oyed. Samuel also 

agreed that the South-wind was the strongest and claimed 

that when thi s wind blows, "even the pearls in the sea 

rot away." @ 

The uncertain methods of navigation added to the 

hazards of the voyage. The mariners had no other way ot 

charting a course except to stay close to the shore-
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VI 
line during the day am to follow the stars at night. e i 

During a storm. when it was too cloudy to see the 

shore aDi too dark to see the stars, the hope of com

pleting the voyage in safety was often abandoned. Even 

under the most favorable conditions, traveling at night 

was most dangerous.~ 

A most fascinating account, pertaining to t his 

danger, concerns Rabbi Gamliel and Rabbi Joshua. Rabbi 

Gamllel had bread, a Dd Rabbi Joshua had brought w1 th h1m 

both bread am flour. The trip had lasted much longer 

than Rabbi Gamliel had anticipated and, when he had 

consumed his provisions, he depended upon Rabbi Joshua 

for sustenance. "How did you know," Rabbi Gamliel 

asked, "that we would be so delayed that you brought 

extra flour with you?" Rabbi Joshua replied, "A certain 

star rises once in seventy years and leads sailors @ 
. 'lo 

astray. I suspected it may rise and lead us astray." 

One commentator identities this star as Halley's 

Comet which appears onoe every seventy-five years. 

Another disputes this point of view, since the comet 

appeared in ' the 7ear 66 c. E., whereas the journey 

of Rabbi Gamliel to Rome was in the, year 95 c. E. A third 
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commentator adds t hat "It i s , never~heless , remarkable 
I 

that at least one comet was known to Rabbi Joshua in 

the second century, about f i tteen hundred years before 

this phenomenon became known to even most civilized 

nations.@ 

Rabbi Ge.mliel had his own technique or seeing tor 

long distances over t he sea. A Tanna taught that "Rabbi 

Gaml1el had a tube through which he could see at a dis-

tance of two t housand cubits across the land and a 

cor r esponding distance across the sea." <f;J 

There is f'urther evidence ot such knowledge in the 

remark which was made by Samuel; "He was as well ac

quainted with the ways of the· heavens as the streets 

of Nehardea.a Samuel, as an owner or many ships, most 

probably received much of this information frcm the 

sailor s in his employ.®) 

Many other Rabbis encouraged the study of astronomy. 

!$8.1' Kappara stated, "He who knows how to calculate 

the cycles and planetary courses, of him the Scripture 

says, 'But they regard not the work or the Lord, neither 

have they considered the operati on or His hand.'" 

Rab advised, "He who is able t o calculate t he cycles 
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and planetary cours es and does not, one may hold no 

conversation with him."~ 

Primarily, these statements meant to promot e a better 

understanding or the Jewish calendar. But t hey also 

brought about a closer ac~uaintanoe with the movement 

of t.he heavenl_y bodies. Such information was invaluable 

to the Jewish marine~.@ 

Rabbi Joshua claimed that two of the disciples 

of Rabbi Gamliel could calculate the amount ot drops 

in the ocean, and yet they had neither food to eat nor 

raiment to put on. @ 

The matter ot provisions on board was anoth6r difficult 

problem with which the voyager had to contend. Passengers 

were required to bring along their own food supplies 

which were to last them throughout the entire journey.~ 
For this reason, the Rabbis advised, •that the voyager 

eat as much during a sea trip as one does during the 

1ears ot famine." ff3 
Since the Jew was obliged to keep the laws of kash

rut, the food problem was even greater, and provision.a 

consisted of tlour, bread, wheat, nuts, figs, and va.rious 

kinda of f'ruit~Th.e Jewish voyager was more fortunate 
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aboard ships t hat transported live-st ock . The Rabbis 

granted h1m permission to s laught er an animal, provided 

that he allowed its blood t o trickle down the sides or 

t he ship. In this manner, it appeared as though he were 

attempting to keep the ship clean and was not saorit1c-

1ng to the dlet7 of the a ea. {iJ 

When the Jewish :91laaenger had depleted his tood (fij} 
supply, he would rely upon his companions tor sustenance. 

Q.uite orten, Jews and Gentiles traveled together under 

the moat harmonious conditions and would assist each 

other in many ways. Once, R. Ph1nebaa b. Jair was on 

bis way to redeem captives. He •as later joined by an 

Arab and commanded tbat the river divide and make wa7 

tor them both, saying, •n1vide tb1'aelt tor this one, 

t oo, so that he may not say; 1Is this the treatment 

ot a fel low traveler?'" We are told that the river 

thereupon divided itself'.@ 

The most serious danger ot all was the turbulent sea. 

"The stormy wind lifted the waves high up to the 

heavens as the hearts ot those on board melted away. 

They reeled about the deck as drunken men, to and fro, 

and their wisdom was swallowed up. Purtively, the7 

glanced at each other, wondering on whose account did 
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God bring about His terrible -rur.,. Unable to witllatand 

the wind, the sailors took to the oars and rowed hal'd 

to bring the ship close to shore. But the sea onl'1 

er.'eW more and more tempestuous against them. No longer 

able to prevail against the storm, the mariners lowered 

the sailing gear while others dashed below decks to 

undergrid the ship's bottom. The passengers were then 

ordered to cast their cargoes overboard so thlt the 

ship may be lightened and atay afloat." 

Even the ship's tackle was thrown overboard by the 

mariners' own hands. But, as the sea increased in tury, 

and the ship was driven by the waves, there remained 

little else to do but tor each man to pray to hie God 

tor deliverance. Jlany ships were broken b'1 the a torm; 

others were sunk; while still others collided with ahips 

and found their way to the deep. The more fortunate ones 

withstood the storm and soon found themselves drifting 

aimlessly, but still afloat. 

As soon as the weather permitted, the ~hip sounders 

were summoned to test the depth ot the water about 

them. This continued until the ship moved to more shallow 

water, and when close enough to shore, the anchor was 

dropped. The gigs were then lowered and the passengers 
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were taken upon land . Not all ship passengers we~e thia 

fortunate. Frequently, pretending to drop anchor, the 

crew would t"re• the giga and f l ee , l eavi ng t he passen

cera to their own ta tes." @ 
Many anecdotes in the Talmud tell of renowned Rabbie 

who were shipwrecked and how they managed to save them

selves. Rabbi Gamliel related, "I was once travelling 

on board a ship when I observed a shipwreck and was 

sorely grieved tor the apparent loss ot a scholar who 

had been travelling aboard that ship. And who was he! 

Rabbi Akiba. When I subsequently landed, he came to 

me and sat down to discuss matterd ot law. 'lty' son,' 

I asked him, 'who rescued you?' ••• 'The plank ot 

a ship, ' he answered, 'came my way<!t} to every wave 
l o&f. 

that approached me, I bent m.y head. In the shipwreck 

at Malta, planks and pieces of the ship had likewise 

br ought t he passengers to safe"&y. {(i9 

Rabbi Meir was also the victim of a shipwreck. 

Rabbi Ak1ba related, "I was once travelling on board 

a ship When I observed a ship tossed about in the ~ea, 

and was grieved on account of a scholar who was on it. 

An4 who was on it? Rabbi Meirl " Later, Rabbi Meir 

related that he was reecued by a wave which tossed him to 
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another and still to another until the sea delivered him 

on dry land. f.IJ 
Continuing in the same vein, Rabbi Gamliel was fur

ther involved in an incident in which the ship narrowlJ 

missed being sunk. A Tanna taught, "Great was the cal

am1t~ that befell that day, tor everything at which 

Rabbi Eliezer cast his eyes was burned up. Rabbi Gam

liel, too, was travelling in a ship when a huge waye 

arose to dro!nl him. •It appears to me,• he reflected, 

'that this is on account or none other but Rabbi Blie-

, zer b. Hyrcanua.' Thereupon he arose and exclaimed, 

'Sovereign ot the Universe& Thou knowest t'u.11 well 

that I have not acted tor my honor, not for the honor 

ot my paternal house, but for Thine, so that strife 

may not multiply in Israel.' At that moment, the raging 

sea subsided." ~ 

The most dramatic ot all sea rescues related in the 

Talmud is that ot N1canor, and his miracle with the 

doors. 8Wh~n Nicanor bad gone to tetch the doors from 

Alexandria ct Egypt, on his return a gale arose in the 

sea to drown him. Thereupon, they took one ot his doors 

and cast it into the set and yet the sea would not stop 

its rage. When, thereupon, they prepared to cast the 
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other into the sea, he rose and clung to it, saJing; 

•caat me in with 1tJ• (The1 did so, and) the sea stopped 

immediately its raging. Be was deepl7 grieved about 

the other (door). Aa he arrieved at the harbor ot 

Acco, it broke through and came up trom under the aides 

ot the boat •••• Others sa1: 1A monster ot the sea swal

lowed it and spat it out on the drJ land. •11 @ 
Thia marked the first time that the Rabbis spoke 

approvingl J ot a sea journe1.~ 

Other scholars were not aa fortunate as Rabbi Gam-

11el. On6 Bara1tha speaks ot two learned men who travelled 

wit~ Abba Jose b. S1mai on board ship. The ship sank 

and the two scholars were never heard from again. @ 

Perhaps, the best of' all sea rescues is the stor1 

which is told about the man who miaaed the sailing ot 

his ship and later heard that it had sunk . "R. Joseph 

gave the following exposition; What is the purport 

ot the Scriptural text, 'I will give thanks unto Thee, 

0 Lord, tor though Thou waat angry with me, Thine anger 

is turned away, and Thou comi'ortest me.'" @ 

Once the ship had returned to port, there was o~c&a1on 

for great rejo1c1n~All those aboard hastily made 
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their ways home to their wives and families. The night-

mares of the voyage were soon forgotten, e~cially by 

Ce!J those who bad amassed great wealth overseas. Even the 

less fortunate profited from their experiences. Some 

Rabbis agreed, as well, that travel, when taken 1n 

smal l quantities, helps to strengthen the man.~ 
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OWNERSHIP 

If one sells a ship without specifying the capacity, 

it must be large enough to carry a load of eleven t oll3. 

Otherwise, the buyer has t he right to invalidate the 
CD 

sale and d~mand his refund. '.Ihe sale ot the ship includes 

" f I ij> ;in the mast, 11 
/ '(l'-i ~ 11 the anchor, 11 o j 3) 11 the sail 

® and all the other implements necessary for its operation. 

According to R. Abba, these implements would include !!:r6fejt 3) n 
the o&.Ps<fJ 'lhe " 5)f.Jb '/(. 11 gangway and "P'fl )) lie" water tank 

@ 
are also psrt ot the sale. R. Nathan and Symmachus turth.er 

(j) 
include t!l." gigs. '!he 11f ' 3 c ¥slaves, 11 j'C)1~7)" 11 packing 

bags and " 1 p 'j>J '( 11 freight aboard ship are not included 

with the rest of the sale unless the vendor stipulates 

that he is selling the ship and all that it cont ains. © 

'!he sages questioned the legal means by which one 

assumed possession of a ship. One Tanna says, 11 A ship 
(j)_ 

is legally acquired by 11 ~J 1 tfl. 11 R. Na than says, " A ship 
® /. @ 

and letters are acquired by "))J'tt/'' or by 11 ')IJf, ." Because 

ot the many difficulties in the above Baraitha, the Tal-
@J 

mud enters upon a long discussion, culminating in the 

following deoisions: c.J 
IJY 

Where the sale ot a ship takes place in " f I 2 ? 5) )>I e, 7 11 ~ 

public domain, the legal mode of acquis1 tion is ")> 1'Of'• 11 0 
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@ 
Where the salct take s place in an alley or in a courtyard 

® owned by both buyer and seller, the mode of acquisition 
@ 

iS ff ,3) J I e JI• II But Where the Sale takes place in nf 1 Cl 5' .J I e) If 
public domain, and the vendor said to the buyer, 11 Go 

pull and acquire," the sages contend that he intimated 

hia objection to any other form of acquisition except 
@ 

II S) J I eµ. II Rabbi Judah the Patriarch holds the opinion 

t hat the vendor was merely indicating a suitable place 

where the buyer could take his property and therefore, 

11 ';) ) ' 0 J r: is the only valid form ot acquisition.@ 

There is t'urther argument as to the exact procedure 

or ac:iuiring a ship by " 1' ::> 1 fl ,fp., Rab says, "'lhe buyer 

assumes ownership ae soon as he pulls it, however slightly. " 

Samuel says, " He cannot become its legal owner until he 
@. 

has pulles it its t'U.ll lengtli. 11 The final decision ia 

not stated by the Talmud, but one commenta tor rules 1n 

accordance with Samuel . Q3J 

A case which provoked considerable debate among the 

Rabbis concerned two litigants disputing ownership of a 
@> 

river boat. Each one claimed that the boat belonged to G 
him, while neither of them had actually seized the boat. 

one of the litigants went to the court and asked, 11 Attach 

the boat until I bring wi tnesses to prove that it belongs 
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to me. 11 iibis was done s o that the other 11 t~ant could not 

seize the boat and sell it 1n the meantilae.\!l. 

The Rabbis then discussed whether or not the court 

should attach the boat. If the court attached it and the 

rightfUl owner could not produce evidence of ownership, 

the court, then, could always free the vessel. This would 

return !t to its original state and no harm would have 
@ 

bean done to either party. Perhaps, it would be wiser, 

on the other band, for the court not to attach the boat 

and t o allow the right~ owner the opportunity of seizing 
~ 

it by tor~e or argument. In deciding upon the question, 

Rab Huna stated, " We should attach the boat," since the 
@ 

court een always release it. Rab Judah stated, 11 We do 

not attach the boat," sincbthe court cannot release it 

~ once it has been a ttached. 

The~lmud proceeds to relate th.at the court attached 

the boat. The litigant went to look tor his witnesses, 

but could not find them. He re turned to the sages and 

reques t ed that they release the boat and allow the stronger 

litigant tc obtain possession. '!he Rabbis were again per

pl exed. Should they release the boat or not? Rab Judah claimed, 

11 We should not release it." Since the property is pres-

ently 1n the hands of the court, i t is not right that t~ 
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release it except to restore it to the proper owner. Rab 

Papa claimed, " We should release the boat. 11 Since the 

court attached the boat only on the condition that the 

litigant find witnesses and he failed to do so, the court, 

then, should release it and allow the stronger litigant 

to prevail. 

'!he accepted ruling, according to the Talmud, i8 in 

favor ot Rab Judah. 11 '!he court should not attach the 

boat, but allow the stronger litigant to prevail •••• 

II I? r r '\~3 )), . " It, by error or by agreement on the 

part of both litigants, the court does not attach the boat, 

the court shall not release it until proof of ownership 

is presented. 
@ 

In a case similar to that above, two olajmants appeared 

before the court, each one stating that the ship in ques

tion was bequeathed to him by his father. R. Jiachman.A1ed, 
@ 

" Whichever party is stronger can take possession." 

'i1RAF1P IC LAw 

'!here is evidence in the Talmld that some form of 

ship traffic law existed in both Palestine and Babylonia. 

One Tannait1o source &\;ates1 11 If two ships approach each 
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other, one loaded and the other empty, the rornier ha.a the 

right of way. I1' both ships are loaded, they shall make 

a compromise between them. 'lhe one~i.ng forward shall 

compensate the other giving way. 11 

'lhe above Bara! th.a is quoted by the Babylonian scholar, 

R. Ashi, along with this added proviso: rr It one is nea.rer 

to its destinati on than the other, the former shall give 

way to the lat ter. If bot h are equally n ear or far from 

their destination, they shall make a compromise between 

them. 'lhe one going shall compensate the other giving way.~ 
While the above laws do not take into consideration 

the great 1?1.unber of possibilities which might occur when 

ships meet in narrow waters, they do represent the progres

sive thinking of the Rabbis. '!he above Baraitha repre

sents one or the oldest forma of codified ship trattic 

l aw known.@ 

~HIP RENTAL 

In Pales t ine, one who ~ed a ship paid hi.a tae 
® before or after the journey. In Babylonia, however, 

owners collected their fees before the journe7.~ 

either 

the 

In a case where one forcibly seizes another man's ship 
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and performa work with 1 t , Rab said, " If the owner wishes, 

he may demand payment for 1 ts hire or payment tor 1 ts 

wear and tear. " Samuel sai d, 11 '!he owner may demand payment 

only for the wear and tear." Commenting on this argument, 

R. Papa resolves their differences by proposing the following: 

Rab's statement refers to a case where it was known that 

the ship was always tor hire. If the rental tee exceeded 

the oost ot repairing the wear and tear, the owner could 

demand the former amount. When the rental fee is less 

than the oost or repair, the owner could accuse the lessee 

of stealing and demand the latter amount. Samuei•a state-

ment, however, refers to a case in which the ship waa not 

for hire. 'lherefore, since this constitutes stealing, the 

owner can only collect his claim for wear and t ear. @ 

'Ihe Talmud otters another explanation along with a 

set of new laws : Both Rab and Samllel ref er to a cue where 

it was known that the ship waa alway a for hire, but whereu 

Rab deals with a man whose intention was to pay the cost 

of rental, Samuel refers to one whose intention was robbery.~ 
In connection with the hire of ships, the Rabbis per

mitted the owner to ofter an increased tand rental, but 

not an n increased rental " tor a ship. In the first cue. 

one rents a field from his neighbor for ten kor annually. 
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He propoaea to the landowner, " GiTe me two hundred zuz 

to improve the land and I will pay you twelve kor annually. " 

&inee the two hundred zuz ia expended on the field i tsel1', 

the land, in turn, becomes more valuable. 'lhe lessee, 1n 

paying twelve kor annually, actually leased a better field. 

In this oaae, the Rabbis gave their sanction without fear 

of usury. In the case of a ship, however, where the values 

cannot te increased, they declared that any money advanced 

is an ordinary loan and the higher rental cona ti tu tea 

interest.@ 

Heverthcleas, one Amora points out that, under certain 

circumstances, the Rabbis permit an increased rental for 

a ship. " Where the hirer builds a beau ti.ful a ail- yard 

with the monies adTanced to him by the owner, the latter 

may boost the rental. For, 1n such a case, there is no 

fear of uau.ry, since the ship wi~ita beautiful sail.-
31 

yard 1a now in greater demand. " 

It was eomnon practice for the lessee to unload the 

sbi~ in mid-lourney . 1n such a case, one Bare.itha rul.ea 

th.at he pa1u for only halt or the journey and the owner 

had nothing but resentment a.g•inat b1Jll. 'lhe Babylonian 

scholars found d1.tt1cul. tJ 1n undera tanding the Bara.i t.ba 

and proposed the following interpretation: 
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If the owner cannot find another lessee, he ha.a the right 

to demand the tul l tee t or the ship' s hire . It the owner 

finds another lessee, he bears no resentment, since he 

loses nothing. a.it the above Baraitha, the sages point 

out, speaks ot a case where the lessee sold h i s oargo 

to another in the middle of a journey. '.Ihe owner cannot 

collec t the full hirtng tee since he has round a new 

lessee and sustaina no monetary loaa. His only resentment @ 
3~ 

is that he may find it awkward to deal with the second man. 

In Babylonia, the Jewish law maintained that the 

l essee paid the coat of rental tor the ship and waa held 

responaible tor ita loss. " Aa tor a ship," Rab said, 

" both hire &!ld loss is -permitted." 'lhis law waa the cause 

of much controversy among the jurists, tor it the boat 

was considered aa a rented object, the lessee cannot be 

held responsible for ita lose. It he bears the responsib

i l ity for the loss ot the ship, it must be regarded as 

a loan tor which a Jew canno t be charged. '.Ihe Talmud re

lat es that ~hen Rab was confronted with the above argument, 

he could not otter an explanation. ® 
®. Generations lator, the Babylonian Amoraim again dis-

cussed this law and R. Papa declared, n 'lhe law 111 that 

one who rents a ship pays rent and bears the responsibility 

for its loss. And the custom among shipowners b · that the 



-67-

rentee paya rent from the moment he takes possession of 

the ship, while in the case ot ita loss, he pays its val.ue 

at the moment the ship is wrecked.<!JJ> 

What is to be noted from the above source is the tact 

that the Babylonian Amoraim tound it difficult to proTe 
@ 

that the above law was 1n keeping with Jewish law. Further-

more, the following Talmudic text clearly indicates that, 

j.n Palestine, the jurista did not hold the lessee respon

sible tor the loss ot the ship. 

n our Rabbis taught; If one hires a ship and it sinks 

1n mid-journey, R. Nathan said, ' It the lessee has paid 

the hire, he cannot claim it back. 'U he has not paid the 

hire, he need not pay it now.' What are the c1rCU2stanc9s 

ot the case described in the Baraitha? ( asks the Talmud 

as they continue with their analysis ) • It the contract 

between shipowner and lessee called for a particular 

ship and en unspecified cargo or wine as freight, even it 

the lessee has paid the hire he should have the right to 

c:...am his money back. Let him say to the shipowner, 1 Pro

vide me with that ship and I will bring other wine. Since 

you cannot supply me with this particular ship, the ship 

having sunk, you must return my rent.• Blt it the contract 

calla tor an unspecified ship and a particular cargo ot 
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wine as freight, e ven it the shipowner has not collect ed 

the hire, he mould have the right t o demand it now. Let 

him aa:y to the lessee, ' B'ring me that particular wine 

and I will provide a ship. Since you cumot bring that 

wine, the tr~ 1gh t having sunk, you mus t pay the hire. • 

Said R. Papa, ' '!he above Bax'ai tha deals with a case of 

this ship and this w1.ne. Since nei th.er party can fulf'ill 

his contract, the plaintiff ia at a disadvantage. a.it 1n 

the case or an unspecified ship and an unspecified wine, 

the shipowner and rentee d1Tide the rental, since each 

one is in the position to fulfill his contract. " 
@ 

Whether R. Papa's statement is really in accordance 

with the Barait~ ia another question. '!he tact remaina 

that the Baraitha clearly indicates that the lessee was 

not held liable tor the loaa ot the ship. On what ba.aia, 

then, did the Babylonian Amoraim rule otherwise? One can 

sunnis e that, 1n this instance, Rab waa 1.n.fluenoed by the 

Babylonian lav of his day. 'lhia opinion is f'Urther docu

mented by the f'act that such a law existed 1n the Ham

murabi Coda.@ 

Aa a rule, 1n judging diapu ted be tween merchant and 

ahipowner, the court referred to an exact interpretation 

of their contract. Aware ot this procedure, R. Papa and 



R. Hisd.a hired a boatman on the condition that he guarantee 

their merch:.ndise againat any possible accident. ~& Tal

mud relates that, a.f'ter a time , the Behar Malka Canal wu 

stopped up. R. Papa and R. Hisda then demanded that the 

bortJDan hire aaaea to deliver the gooda, thereby fulfilling 

the terma called tor j_.n the contract. When the boatman 

refused, the litigants appeared before Raba. In rendering 

his decision, Raba reprimanded the Rabbis, saying, tt Greedy 

people who want to s t rip men ot their clotheai It is an 

exceptional kind of accident. "® 

'lhe court disregarded the ecmtract when such action 

was warranted by the circumatances ot the case. One source 

tells ot a man fleeing tram prison. He promised to pay 

the boatman one dinar tor ferrying him across the river. 

'lhe Rabbis realized that this price tar exceeded the normal 

tee ordinarily charged. 'Ibey ruled that the passenger 

need not fulfill his obligation since he oculd claim the.t 

the promise vu made in jeat. However, it the boatman 

wa.a also a fisherman, the passenger was obligated to tul

f'ill his promise since the former could claim that the 
@ 

terry ride caused him to lose many fish. 

In both Palestine and Babylonia, the Rabbis did not 

dety the legislation ot the mariner guil ds . one Baraith& 
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speoitically e ta.tea, 11 '!he Jewish courts shall not deviate 

tram the general custom ot the mariners. 11@ 

1be guilds provided a. torm ot inauranoe tor the mariners 

who lost their boats at sea. They also stipulated that, 

during the simmer aeaaon, the mariner wa& not perm! tted 

to sail his boat within two ropes ' length of shore. Any 

breach of these laws vi theld trom the mariner his right 

to oompenaa tion.@ 

The guild a.lao provided legislation for the following 

oase: 

A ship wu sailing on the sea and a gale arose which 

threatened to sink it. In order to keep the ship atloat, 

the passengers we1·e ordered to lighten their cargo. '!he 

guild ruled that the apportionment of the loss ot each 

passenger wu made according to the weight ot the cugo 

and not according t o the value. 'lheretore, one passenger 

might be asked to heave gold overboard, while another a 

similar weight of iron. @ 

~ pem.1 tted overload ot any ship was assessed at less 

than a thirtieth or 1 ta total weight. Fail ure to comply 

with this was regarded as negligence on the part ot the 

merchant~ -
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The Rabbis also formulated laws of salvage. One Bar-

aitha teaches, " If' a person d r eseuo something from a 

riTer or from what the tide throws up or the overflow of 

a river, the object belongs to him because the owners 

despair of recovering it~ 

This law did n~t apply in all cases. '.Ihe Talmud relates, 

11 A certain man once round four zuz tied up in a cloth 

L"'ld thrown into the river Biren. When he appeared before 

the Bab ylonian rabbi, Judah bar Ezekiel, the b.tter de-

clared, " Go and announce your f'1nd1.Dgs. " Later, the 

sages explained that the river Biran contained network 

tar catching fish and since the Jews often dragged the river, 

the origina1 owm r of the lost article did not despair 

of recovering it.~ 

RELIGIOUS L.\W 

PRAYER 

One who sees the Great Sea at intervals of time is 

requ ired to reel te the benediction, 11 Blessed is He Who 

made the Great Se~ '!hose who have o:Dossed the sea safe

ly recited the prayer of thanksgiving, 11 Blessed is He Who 

bestows lmvingkindnesa." Abaye stated, " And he must utter 

his thankagi ving in the presence of ten. 11 Mar ZU t.-:oa 
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@ 
turther added, " And at least two of them must be Rabbis." 

According to one 'l'anna1t1c source, the voyager was 

not released from his obligation of pr~yer. Ben Azzai 

held that tt two men were caring for a dead person on board 

ship, they were to place the body in one ;uzyosite corner 
'1:!.) 

and recite their prayer 1n another corner. Another source 

atates, " It he is journeying on a raft or a ship, he shall 

concentrate his thoughts upon the Holy or Holies." @ 

Many Talmudic source1 indicate that the above was 

not the accepted law. Many Amoraim insisted that, if a man 

was of troubled mind, he was excused from pra~@f R. Han

ina did nt't prq on a d.ay when he was agitated. R. Hlyya 

b. Ashi, citing Rab, ~ted, " A person whose mind ia not 

at ease must not pray. 
11 

We have previously noted the 

dangers ot sea-travel, and therefore can conclude that 

these perilous conditions were hardly conducive to prayer. 

When SaJJ11el •a tather and Levi were about to set out 

on a journey, they recited their prayer before dawn. 

'lhey based their actions upon a Tannaitic source whioh 

taught that, if one were to take a sea-journe~ he was 

to arise early 1n order to recite his prayer. 

'lbere is f'urther evidence that the voyag~r was absolved 

of the responsibility ot prayer tor three days after 

, . 
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reaching his destination. One Amora ruled, 11 one~o re-
~ turns from a journey must not pray for three days. 11 It 

is also related that Samu.el' s fai;her, after having re

turned from a journey, likewise refrained from prayer for 

three days.@ 

HOLIDAYS 

n.tring the festival of SUkkoth, the mariners were 

exempt from the obligation of SUkkah. 'lh.ia is apparent 

from the following Tannaitic source which taught, " Day 

travellers are free from the obligations of Stlkkah by day 

but are bound to it by night. Night travellers are free 

from the obligations of' SUkkah at night but ue bound to 

it by day. Travellers by day and night are free from the 

obligations both day and night.~ 

It, however, one erected a SUkkah on the deck of a 

ship, according to Rabbi Akiba, it was valid. According 

to Rabbi Gatnliel, it was invalid. '!he Talmud relates, 

" It happened that Rabbi GaJnliel and Rabbi Akiba were 

journeying on a ahip that Rabbi Akiba arose and erected 

a SUkkah on the deck or the ship. On the morrow, the wind 

blew and tor& 1 t away. Rabbi Gamliel said to him, ' Akiba, 

where is thy SUkkah?'" 
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In commenting on the above text, Abaye said, " All 

are in accord tbs. t where the SUkkah is unable to with-

s tand a normal breeze, it la invalid. If it can withstand 

an unusually strong land breeze, all agree that it is 

valid .. Rabbi Gamliel and Rabbi Akiba disagree in a caae 

where the SUkkah en board ship can wi tha tand a normal 

land breeze but not a normal sea bree~e. Rabbi Gamliel 

'-s ot the opinion that the SUkkah must be a permanent 

abode and since it cannot witbatand a normal sea breeze, 

it is invalid. Rabbi Akiba maintains that the SUkkah 

IIDlst be a t9l!lporary abode and since it cannot withstand 
@ 

a normal land breeze, it ia valid." 

In connection with thia holiday, the Talmud f'urther 

relates, " It once happened that Rabbi Gamliel, Rabbi 

Joshua, Rabbi Eleazar b. Azariah and Rabbi Akiba were 

travelling on a ship. Rabbi Gamliel had a lulab whiah he 

had bought for one thousand zilz. He took it and fulfilled 

his obligationa with it. After that, he gave it aa a gift 

to Rabbi Joabua who took it and t'ulfilled his obligations 

with it. Rabbi Eleazar b. Azariah and Rabbi Akiba did 

likewise an~ then returned it to Rabbi Gamliel.(fj) 

n.tring the Passover week, the Jewish voyager abstained 

from eating leavened bread. If such food was discovered 

in his pos~ession, he first crUmpled it and then east it 
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overboard. To crumpl e the f ood was the prescribed proce

dure l6st someone f'rom a pass ing ship rescue it from . @ 
the waters. 

@ 
IAlring the week of Passover and SUccoth, those who 

returned home from over3eaa were permitted to crop their 

hair and WASh their cloth.es. Rabbi Judah b. Il'ai permitted 

this only ind cas~ where the voyager's trip was in search 
~ or livlihood. Fishermen were alloved to ply their t~ade 

priv11y tor the requirements of the festival week. 'lbe 

fishermen ot Acre, however, imposed a restriction upon 

t hemselves not to catch •tall.(!) 

In Babylonia, tl;le sages caref'ully supervised the illl

por t of foodatuffs prior to the Passover holiday. One 

·incident relates that a certain ship carrying grain foun

dered in a canal. il>.e grain became leavened and Rabe. per

mi t ted it to be sold only to Jentiles. Arter being cor

rected by his colleagues, Raba permitted the grain to 

be sold only to Israelites in small quantities at a t1Ju. 

In this maDner, Raba wa.a assured that the grain would be 

0 consumed before PaasoTer. 

It~ man arose earl~for a sea voyag~he blew the 
~ ® ~ Sb.afar, read the Megilla, shOok t he Lulao and recited 

@ 
the Amid& and the Shema. 
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SABBATH 

Traveling on board ship during the Sabbath was not 

prohibited by Jewish law. However, it it was the d.ay of 

d&parture, the traveler was required to remain on the ship 

three days previous to the sailing. The above law did not 

apply when the traveler was on an errand of good deed. 

The roore strict interpreters of law demanded that the 

passenger inform the captain of his desire tha.t the ship 

lay to on the Sabbath. '!be passenger, however, was not 
@ 

held responsible if the captain disregarded his request. 

On the Sabbath, during the voyage, the Jew wa~ permitted 

to walk the whola l ength of the ship, even it the ship•a 

length exceeded the prescribed limit. Nevertheless , Ra~bi 

Joshua and Rabbi Akiba imposed a stricter ruling upon them

selves and did not move beyond the allotted S&.bbath limit 
@ 

ot four cubits. In Babylonia, all were agreed that on~ 

was permitted the tull area of the ship. 'Ihe argument arose 

only in the case where the ship was stationary. One Amora 

® permitted walking its tull length while another did not. 

According to Jewish law, a Jew was not permitted to 

hire a Gentile to do work bh:at he himself was not permitted 

to do . '!his presented a dif"ficulty to the Jewish voyager 

who desired to disembark on the Sabbath, since the ship's 

gangway had to be lowered tor his benefit. '!he Rabbis 

2 
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overcame this by the legal fiction whioh presumed that, 

in reality, the Gentile mariner was working 1n his own 

behalf. Rabbi Gamliel and the Elders therefore descended 

the gangway on the Sabbath on the grounds that the Gentile, 

in lowering it, received no order from them.<2Z) 

With respect to the laws of Sabbath, a ship was con

sidered as private doma~and the sea as a karmelith.~ 
If one threw an object from the sea to a ship, or from 

a ship to the sea, he was not culpabl~When the ships were 

not tied together, though l ying close to each other, one 

was not permitted to oal'~ from one to the othe~If 
ships were tied together ~d one carried goods from one 

to the other, he was not culpable.@ 

'lhe boundary beyond which one must not walk on the 

Sabbath is two thousand cubits without the town limits. 

'lhis area is ret'erred to as " fl 'e i ~!!fP " • • • the 

boundaries of Sabbath. 'lhe law also maintained that 
,, I' I q j> " was applicable only to those who ~b

lished residency 1n the town prior to the Sabbath.\!)/ 

In the case of a ship, therefore, if it sailed into 

the " f' / IJ} " prior to the sabbath, the passengers were 

permitted to disembark, and it was as though they had 

established residency within the town limits. If the ship 
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sailed into the nf' 11.J' 11 after the Sabbath commenced, 

the passengers were restricted to their ship.~ 

It once happened that Rabbi Gamliel was travelling 

ab~ard a ship which had entered the harbor during the 

sabbath. He allowed his colleagues to disembark on the 

evidence tba t the ship reached the " f I l!_JJ" prior to the 

Sabbath.@ 

'!he Shofar was sounded in times of public distress 

and calamity. It was blown even on the Sabbath in the case 

of a ship foundering at sea.® 

O'IRER RELIGIOUS LAWS 

'!he voyager was permitted to slaughter an animal 

aboard ship and allow the blood to trickle down the s ides 

into the sea.~ 

A tree planted on board ship was subject to the law 

of Orlah.@ 

Under certain conditions, produce which was transported 

by ship to Palestine was liable to tithes and subject to 

the Sabbatical laws .~ 
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A ship is not susceptible to uncleanliness. Excluded 

~ 
from this category were 

of clay.@ 

th~ ships of the Jordan~d ships 

Rabbi Ellezer held the opinion that a ship was clas

sified &s a tool with which a man could earn his living. 

According to this view, pledges made to the sanctuary 

could not be claimed against a ship.<fj} 

CONCLUSION 

It is fairly conclusive that, during the Talmudic 

Period; seafaring was regarded as a reputable craft by 

the Rabbis. The mariner was depicted as trustworthy and 

a source of information and inspiration. While hardly 

a word of praise is given to the camel driver, the ass 

driver or the wagoner, the sailor is complimented by 

rabbinic endorsement. 

Seafaring was not a strange profession to the ancient 

Jews. There were many Jewish shipowners and mariners 

who were skilled in the building and sailing of their 

ships. This trade played an important role in the life of 

the Jewish community and the many Ralachoth testify to 

this fact. 

The Talmud is filled with references to ships, types 
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ot ships, the trade of the mariners, as well as the 

minutest details of the perilous voyages accrosa the sea. 

It is surprising that the Talmud, which is primarily the 

tbacher of the oral tradition, remains as an invaluable 

source in recons truc ting the art of seafaring in ancient 

days. 

The sailor of old is in striking contrast to the sailor 

of the present time. With the achievement of greater 

safety on the seas and a more acute understanding of the 

elemonts, the habits of the later-day sailor changed. 

No loilger was he the by-word for piety and trustworthiness. 

Judging from the literature of the seventeenth and eighteenth 

centuries, seafaring was hardly the proper profession 

for a man of culture and good breeding. Frequently, the 

image of the modern sailor was of an uncouth, shiftless 

vagabond whose idle moments were spent 1n carefree corapany. 

The ancient sailor, then, presents an interesting 

ptcture, and for the image of the life of his day, we 

are indebted to the Talmud. 



NOTES ON CHAPTER THREE 
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1. Baba Bathra 80b 

2 . Baba Batbra 5:1 

3. Baba Bathra 7la 

4. Ib1d. 

5. Ibid. 

6 . Baba Bath.ra 5 ;1 

7. Baba Bathra 75b-76a. ( j) J 1e>1 ) ••• one of the legal 

modes of acquiring a movable object which is accomplished 

by the buyer d~awing the object into bis possession. 

8. I. e., a bond or a note of indebtedness. 

9 . I . - e. , a deed, a writ, a bill of sale testifying to 

the transfer of ownership of the note. Rabbi Nathan 

holds the opinion that the mere delivery of the bond 

does not conf'er upon the buyer any right to the debt 

and the note is but a s crap of waste paper, See further 

Rashb am on text. 

10 . Baba Bathra 75b-76a. 

11. 11 Domain of the many 11 •••• the domain or territory 

belonging to or used by the public; public roads as 

opposed to private domein or private premises. 

12. ( Lit., delivery or harnessing }, a form of legal 

acquisition which is execu ted by the buyer ' s performance 

of some act, resembling harnessing in the case of a 

beast or in the case of other heavy objects by obtain

ing actual delivery. V. s~pra ., note 7. 
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13 . Since an alley is not public domain in the ful.l senae, 

the public using it only occasionally, it may be re

garded as . the privat e domain vf anyone who happens to 

be there and thus only 11 ;, ) •e, Ji " can be effected. 

14. Since the buyer owns part of the courtyard, it is 

considered his private domain and acquisition by 

" f) :>• fb ft 11 is valid. 

15. 'llle seller indicated that he would not agree to the sale 

unless the buyer removed the ship out of the public 

domain into the buyer's territory . Therefore , no other 

form <:£ acquis ition is valid. 

16. The buyer, having acquired the ship by " )') Jt Of', " 

is told by the vendor , " You may remove ( pull ) it 

at once into your own domain. " V. supra, note 7 

17. Baba Bathra 75b 

18. '!be entire ship must be moved from its position by 

the buyer uptil its farther end touches the spot on 

which the nearer end had rested. 

19 . See connnentary Q,, /t ) j) '\' O~ ••• R. Asher, Baba 

Bathra chapt. 5, pa.r, 2 . er . )t..J>~ '1n ,r,~~ · .. Rab

bi Li pman Halevi Heller, Baba Bathra chap t. 5, note 2, 

( commentary on R. Asher ) . 

20 . Baba Bathra 34b. 'lllis text is interpreted in a<..cordance 

with the Rashbam. 
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21. If they had seized the boat, the law would be that they 

divide it or , each one takes whatever part of the 

boat his hand grasps . ( According to Baba Mezia, 1:1 ) . 

22 .'lhe prineiple of 1 ~'t ~lrje.? r.; ( Lit., to prevail , 

whether by force or by argument ) would not apply in 

this case, since the court had already attached the 

boat. 

23 . The supposition is that, once attached by the court, 

it cannot be released by the court. 

24. 'lhe contention now is that, once the court attaches 

t he boat, it cannot release it without proof of owner-

ship . 

2~ . I. e. restore t he boat to i t s original s tate and cause 

no harm to the rightful owner. 

26. Rashbsm, " With the knowl edge that , once the court 

attaches it does not r el ease, the wrongful party will 

then demand the court to att 1ch the boat and thus, 

cause dam.age to the rightful owner. 11 

27. Rashbam is not certain whether the court did this 

becaus e they agreed with R. Huna or whether it was 

done a t the request of both liti gants. In the latter 

case , even R. Judah woul d agree t hat we attach the 

boat . 

28 . For another interpreta t i on of t he above text, s~e Tosafoth. 
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Upon closer examin&t ion of the text, the following 

difficulty in Rashbam •s interpretation is apparent: 

Why is R. Huna, who claims tha t we attach the boat, 

for~ed to agree that the court can release it? Why is 

R. Judah, who claims that we do not attach the boat, 

forced to agree that the court cannot release it? 

Professor Samuel Atlas of the H. U. c.-J. I . R. has 

kindly offered the following explanation : 

'lhe argument between R. Huna and R. Judah concerns the 

basic concept of )?t f'r}t.~ f:>. According to R. 

Runa, this represents a positive decision by the cc:urt. 

It is the court that plac~ s the boat under circUljlstances 

that allow f or such acquisi tion . By attaching the boat, 

the court suspends this legal right of acquisition 

~~d holds the boat in '%·ercnr.3. If witnesses are not 

found, the court then has the right to abide by its 

original decision of /~ t ~'({t3 b. and release the 

boat. It is merely a matter of the court preferring 

ono lPgal procedure over that of 

Rabbi Judah maintains that 

another. 

)e t r •\re3 \, 1. 

not a positive or legal act., on the part of the cc:urt. 

'lhe· term only describes an object in a state similar 

to that of 1 V ~..>) • In a tta.ching the boat, the 

court, for the firs t time, institutes positive 9.Ild 
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legal action. 1his action ear.not be rescinded, since 

') ~ t ,,.\ \t. 3 r .!) is in no way a part of legal 

procedure. R. Judah claims, thereofre, that once 

:he court attaches the boat, we have no alternative 

but to wait for proof of ownership . 

29 . Baba Bathra 34b 

JO . Tosefta Baba Kamm.a, chapt. 2 , section 5 

31. Sanhedrin 32b. Although this particular clause 

is in reference to camel traffic, the text clearly 

indicates that it applies to sh ip traffic as well . 

)2 . One older source is the Laws of Eshnunna where mention 

33. 

34. 

l. 35. 

36. 

37 . 

38. 

ls made of the respons ibilities o~ the boatman 

to the owner in cases where ships have sunk wh.1ia 

as sea. Another source is the Hamurrabi Code where 

reference is made t o ships colliding a t sea. See 

Ancient Near_ Eastern Texts Relating to Old !e_s_tament, 

J . B. Pritchard ( editor ) , PrLlceton University 

Press, l 150 , f· ''I 1 flTa,Y1tplt ~ It-Alo p. 11' P" "'Jr" f" ~1° · 
Bi:iba Mezi a 79a 

Boba Mezi a 69b , See also Ara.kin Illa 

Baba Kamma 97a 

Baba Mezia 69b 

Ibid. 

Baba Bathra 79b . 'lhe in ter pre "Ca ti on of the Barai~ 
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i d 1n accordance wl th Tosatoth. Ruhl a ta tes, In mid-

journey, the ~entee loaded t he boa t with greater cargo. 

wbile he pays the owner for the added freight, the latter 

has resentment against hlm tor causing delay. 

39 . Baba Mezia 69b 

40. Rab is identified as a flr3t gengration Amora while R. 

Papa is a fifth generation AJnora. See H. Strach, Intro

duotlon to Talmud and Midrash, Philadelphia, Jewish Pub

lication Society, 1945, PP• 121. 132 

41• Baba Mez1a 70a 

42. Fo1 .. a more complete text see Baba Bathra 69b-70a 

43. Baba Mezia 79a-79b 

44. Driver and Mile a, '!he Babylonian Lava, op. cit. 

P• 427 ft. See also Ancient Hear Eastern Texts Relating 

to Old Testament, J. B. Prttohard ( editor ), op. cit. 

chapter 2. P• 176. paragraph 236 

45. Gitten 63a 

46. Baba K.anma 116a, See also Yebamoth 106a 

47. Baba Kamm.a 116b 

48. ~lg. See also Soncino, Talm. Bab. op. cit. Baba Kamma, 

P• 25, note 3 

49, 'lbe phrase. " And they shall not deviate from the custom 

ot the :mariners," clearly indicates that the Baraitha 

meant to enforce the g.i ild law. 

50. Baba Bat.bra 80b 

5l. Abodah Zarah 43a. 'Im source is identified by the 
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oe..J}j>JJC}' as a Baral tba. 

52. Baba Mezia 24b 

53. Berakoth 9 : 2 

54. Berakoth 54b 

55. Berakoth 18a 

56. Berakoth 4 :6 

51. Erub1n 65a 

58. Ibid. 

59. Berakoth Joa 
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60. Erubin 65a. The injunction is based on a passage 

:foum in Ezra :8, " And I gathered them by the r i Ter

and we rested there three days and I viewed my people . " 

Rashi comments, " His m.ind i s not atruned to prayer 

because Of the burdeD.801Df) journey• II 

61. Ibid. 

62. SUkkah 26a 

6 3. SUkkah 23& 

64. SUkkah 41" 

65. Pesahim 28a 

66. 1. e. during the middle periods of these :festivals 

67. Moed Katan 3:1, also 14a 
68. Hoed Katan 2:5, also 13b 

69. Peaahim 40b 

10. 1. e. on the morning prior to the liew Year 

71. 1. e. on the morning prior to PUrim 

72. 1. e. on the mornign prior to the Sabbath 

73. Berakoth 30a 

74. Shabbath 19a 
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75. Eruvin 4:1 

76. Erubin 42b 

77. Erubin 4:1, also 122a 

78. Shabbath 11:5 

79. A Karmelith is neither private nor public ground. 

For a comprehensive introduction see '.Ihe Mishneh, 

Dr. s. Petrushka, Gilead Press, N. Y. 1948, Seder Moed, 

notes on chapt. 10, Mishneh 2, P• 45 

Bo. Shabbath 11 :5 

81. Ibid. 

82. Ibid. An Erub must be set up by the shipowners. ( See 

Rebenu. Niss am on the text ) • 

83. Ibid. 

84. For a complete introduction see Dr. S. Petrusbka, 

op. cit., Seder Moed, introduction to Erubin, P• 97 , 

paragraph 4. 
85. Erubin 4:2 

86. Ibid. 

87. '.Paani th 3 :7 

88. Bullin 4lb 

89. Orlah 1 :2 

90. Rallah 2:2 

91. Shabbath 9 : 2. There are many other references in the 

TalDlld dealing with uncleanl!.ness in connection with 

ships. Because this subject was fs:r too intricate 



- 89-

and beyond the present scope of this thesis, it was 

cmitted. 'lhe writer plans to deal with this subject 

in a future thesis toward his doctor's degree. For the 

same reason, the writer has omitted the many differ

ences in Halacba between .Amoraic and Tannai tic sources. 

92c Shabbatb 83b 

93 . Ibid. 

94. Ara.kin l8a 
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