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Part I 

Aaron Cborin, Tb• llan and Hi• Thie• 



•cborin taught •• h9 beliend and acted a• b9 

taught. 11blle bi• t•obing• wre ah9a4 of bi• generation 

and bl• oont-porarl•• wre not ripe tor bi• dootr1ne•. 

be ba4 tbe courage to •tand tor bi• connotlona. to 

tight tor tblm. at a time when be •too4 ,et entirel7 alOM 

and 1n oppo•ition to a world 11b1.ch n• b1tterl7 oppo•ed 

to b.1la. B• n• not afraid ot the 41tt1oult •trual•1 h9 
l 

c- forward and mntul.17 elldured the hot 4a7•• work.• 

'l'be•e wre the word• ot Rabbi Danlel P1llita ot 

SHg•cU.n• •poken at tbe 1'meral of Aaron Cborin. !'heJ' 
wre a ti ttlng epitaph to a man wboae ldeaa "" ahead 

of bi• t1-•• wboae burn1Dg oonrlctlon11 allowed. bill no 

reat until be •Pok• out tearl•••lJ' and •trongl7 tor what 

he believed to be the truth • 

.laron Chorin waa one ot th9 ploneera of Retora 

Juda1•• '!'be la•t quarter or the eighteenth cent;urt. 

-.rked bJ' ho great revolutlona, pre.aged tbe develoP119Dt 

ot a nn interpretation ot Juda1•. '1'he t••llD& of ~ 

cipation ran high 1n Bu.rope and tbe lllnd• ot tbinbn 

and acholara were an- wltb. the Yialon• of a nn lit• 

at tb.e aame time tbat tumbrila rattled ln the atreeta 

ot Parla and the guillotine t'unotlcmed onrtiM. '!'be 

great political influence ot the American and Prenoh 

revolutlona can. bardlJ' be ove~pmaiad 1n their etteota 
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on th• min4• ot elghteentb oenturr men. But 1n addition 

to the tirlDg etteot ot the at1rrlng eTeDt• ot tbe time 

there were other lntluence• at work leea clramatic bat 

equal17 ettectlT•• 

The age ot tba Bn11gbtenment bad a •trong lntluence 

on the tbtnldng ot -.n7 J-. Str1Ylng to be modern, to 

adju•t thwelY•• at long laat to their enY1romant, the 

Bn11ghtenaent preaented opportunitle• that tor oenturl•• 

bad been oloaed to Jen. Por lt now appeared tb&t a Jew 

oould be at bmae 1D hi• oountrJ and atlll r .. tn a Jew; 

he could be !aoth modern and Jewlab. Judal•, witb no 

aacrltlo• ot pr1nc1plea, could be adapted to the new wa7 

ot tbtnldng. 

"The Bn11gbt811118nt waa a camaon aenae pb1loaopb7 

tb&t oonoeived ot tba univerae and all blatol"J aa acme

tbing wblcb can be -4e quite olear to reaaon becauae 

evef'7th1ng grmn out ot reaaon. Tbe adoption ot tb1a 

point ot Ylew muat 'clear up' ali 1BJ•t•l"J, do awa7 wl tb 

all auperatltlon and ill1•1nate eYer,tblng b7 the torob 

ot reaaon. Knowledge muat be -d• the poaaeaeion ot all 

people. The mind muat be -de tree and rule •••l"J aot. 

Reaaon 1• tbe onl7 road to aalvatlon. Reaaon wbicb ruled 

the world or Nature waa accorded an alaoat rellgloia .,._ 

eratlon. Yet deaplt• tbe preponderance ot ratloa11ltt7 

in everJthlng the background in tbe Gel'Jlall Bnl.igbt111m1at 
2 

wae alwa7a aoral and re11g1oua.• 



_,_ 
Pb1loaop~ became demooratlaed 1D the eighteenth 

oentUJT• It -rged rram the lecture ball of the aoholar 

and atudent and went baok to the da711 ot the Greeka when 

Socratea alngle4 with hol pollol in the market place. 

Phlloaopb7 foraook lt• own prlTate language and began 

to expreaa ltael.t in the apeeoh of the people, in tema 

which were clearl7 underatandable to all men of acme 1n

tell1genoe. Tbe Bnllghtemaent found 1ta greatest 4e••l

opment 1D Fnnoe. ftere na it• moat radloal upreaalon, 

lta aoat profound lntluenoe. The Revolution ltael.t na 

a reault of the new tb1°1r1ng. "'?be reapeot tor bwn 

reaaon and human rlgbta wbloh obaraoterlsed nearly all 

the S.portant aodern pb1loeopb1oal doctrine•, became un1-

veraal in the eighteenth oentu197, and the word• bn•n1t7, 

good-will, natural rlgbta, llbert7, equa11t7, brotbltr

bood, were on eve1'7 tongue. hen the paternal1at1o gov

ernment• regarded it aa their ru.nctlcm to oontrlbute to 

the b&ppineaa and wel.tare ot manlr1nd. 'l'be re•olt ap1nat 

med1eval1am culJnSnate4 1D the great social and pollt1oa1 

upheaval tbat marked the oloae ot the oenturft the old 

regime gave n7 to a new aoclet7. What the modern aplrlt 

bad been 4eman41ng •• in part acbleve4t llbert7 ot con

aclenoe and worahlp, equal opportunlt7 and econmso tree

dca, repreaentat1ve goril"Dllent and equallt7 of all 1n41-

' v14uala before the law." 

The Bnllgbtenment 1D Oerman7 na 1nnuenoe4 lrJ 



Bngl1ab 14eaa. Tranalat1on• ot the work• ot Locke, Hume, 

and auob BDgllab morall•t• as Sbattea'bul'J, Hutcbeaon, and 

Ferguson began to remoft the dam1nance ot the Le1lmit•

Wo1tt1an aetapbp1c1ana. A aort ot •JDtbeal• took place 

ln German7 with the reault being a cmbinatlon ot ratlon

a11 .. and emplr1o1 .. , • ••• an eclect101 .. or 0G11mon-•enae 

pblloao~ that oonoe1Tea the un1verae an4 human biatori 

aa a rational, teleolog1oa1 order which can be -4• per

teotl7 1ntelllg1ble to reaaon becauae 1 t la the upreaalon 
4. 

or reaaon.• 

Rat1ona11 .. •• applied to the atu47 ot blatol'J'• 

Buman reaaon waa the originator ot language, law, reli

glcn, morallt7, and the State. Man developed a language 

in order that be might be able to ooamnmlcate bia 

tbougbta. He organised bl• govel'Dllent to preserve bl• 

own welfare. Ratlonallatlo tbinklng changed German poli• 

tica and the tbeor1ea of equallt7 and natural right• ot 

lllllD became popular even 1n the court• ot the ruler• ot 

the count191. Frederick the Great and the Baperor Joaepb 

even accepted tbe principle tbat aoclal 41atlnot1ona 

among men are oontra17 botb to reaaon an.1 to nature. 

Tradition waa antithetic to the tbinkera ot tbe 

Enlightenment. The tuture -s in the band• ot the ln41• 

vld.ual, and the tuture waa UD4en1abl7 good. Por -n 

muat advance, ever forward, to treedcm, dlgnlt,., an4 Im

man bappln•••· Reapeot tor hUll&D rlghta, llbert7, equallt7 
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and brotherhood ooupled with unbridled opt1alam -• tbe 

central the• ot the Bnllghtenment. Tbe world i• •tbe 

be•t ot all poeaible world••, however aatirioal Voltaire 

-• 1n hi• Can41de. 
ait tbe Autklarung 1n Germ.117 -• not without op-

position. Tbe great leader• ot literature and pb1loaoph7 

11bo dcaSnated ttw acene 1D 0.l'IUD'J attaoke4 tbe rational 

tbeor1ea ot tbe Bnligbtemaent. Kant attaoke4 ita rational 

tbeoloSJ• Herder attacked. the rationaliatic 1Dterpreta

tian ot H1atOl"J• WinobJ•nn, Leasing, Goethe, and 

Schiller attacked rationallatio aeathetica. 

The aupert1ciallt7 and 1nadequac7 ot rationa11 .. 

ae aeen through tti. •7•• ot Herder did not atop the b1a

torian trC1D nwldag the tollowlng atatement1 "What a proa

pect it would be to aee the Jewa, an intelligent people, 

devoted to the culture ot tbe acienoea, the weltare ot 

the state wblch proteote them, to other purpoaea ot 't&lue 

to mnk1Dd, and to have tbea ln their deeda and thSnJdng, 

too, cC1Dpletel7 b1mns sect. Gone tbe proud old national 

prelu41oea, thrown awa7 the cu.tcma which tor our t!ae 

and oonetitution, even tor our clS.-te, are antiquated.. 

Let tbea not work aa alavea on a Coloaaema, b\tt aa aaao

ciatea ot cultured people• OD ttw greateat and moat beau

tiful Coloaeeums the building ot tbe aclenoea, the oca

plete culture of •nk1nd. Bot OD the naked bill• ot 

Paleatine, that narrow and desolate land, but ever,wbere, 
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let their •p1ritual Temple ri•• tram llaid•t the ~. 
with 

Let all natlane honor/them and th•J' with all natlcma tbe 

Creator ot the world in tbat theJ d••elop and exalt Bl• 

picture; --reaaon, wi•dom, generoa1t7, and ldndneaa to 

bi-"' tJ. TbeJ OUDot be brought to honor and. aoal1 tJ 

through the grantlng ot new bua1neaa opportunit1e•J 

th91 oan raiae thmaelv•• to th1e height Olll.7 through 

pu.re, bn-nltar1an, aclent1no and civil accmapl1ebmenta. 

Thelr Paleatine la there wt.re the7 lift and are an in-

nuenc• tor goods •v•rf'lb•re •• 
5 

•.a. tlM will ome when people in ~pe will 

no longer aak who la a Jew or a Cbrlatlan, tor the Jn 

also will lln aooordlDg to Balropean atandarda and will 

contribute to the welfare ot the •t•t• tram which he baa 
6 

been abut O\lt anlJ bJ a barbarlc conatltutlon.• 

Mo••• Mend•l••obll•a tranalatlon ot the Pentateuch 

into German broke down the barrier tb&t bad, tor ao long 

a time, kept the Jew trm aecularl7 ~clpat1Dg bl.-

•elt. ····•• long u Yld.cl1•b -• their language the 

Jewa were debarred trca tbe intellectual OC9p'nsanah1p 

ot the master• ot thought, bu.t when tbe7 wcoeeded ln 

acqu1r1Dg tbe Gel'm.D language in it• purltJ, tbe domain 

ot Kant and Leaa1ng, Goethe and Sob1ller, waa opm to 

th•, and their outlook upon tblnga •• changed -t•r-
7 

lall7.• Barl7 Retol'lll !!!! Retol'llera 
The Retol'lll movement 1• general.17 regarded aa be-
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g1nn1ng 1n t;~ open1ng 7eara of the nineteenth centurJ. 

But lt la !apoaalble to atat• dogmatloall7 that Reform 

Judal• waa born ln a certain 79ar. The tendenclea that 

were aoon to make up tbe new deTelopment ln Judal• nre 

preaent ln the laat quarter ot the eighteenth oent11r7 aD4 

-d• tbeaaelTea felt 1n varied wa7a. In 1793 a book waa 

publlahed 1n Berl1n under the title Beauda Roah. Thia ----
work waa aaoribed to tbe band ot Aaber ben Jeb1el. Aamr 

ben Jeb1el f 1250-1328) wa• the apirltual bead of the 

00DllNJ11t7 of Toledo. He ma7 be obaraoterlaed bJ two 

wordai a1llpliolt7 and plet7. Beoauae ot bla a1mpliclt7 

and piet7 be waa d1ada1nrul of aeoular and pblloaopbloal 

atudlea •alnce b7 a7lloglmaa men were dra1i awa7 trClll 
8 

ta1tb.• 

Be•••'• Roab waa pu.bllabed bJ Saul Berlin, the aon -
ot the cblet rabbi ot Berlin, Heracbel Levin. A oollectlon 

ot reaponaa, tbia work aanot1oned auch retol'IU •• the me 

ot rice and legume• on Paaaov•rJ the uae of ch•••• and 

wine when procured trm non-Jen; tbe uae ot a knife tor 

abaving; riding on the S&bbatbJ cancellation of faatlng 

on the P&at ot Eather; •lim1nat1on of the pinutlm on 

Roab Baabana, etc. According to Dr. DaTld Pb1llpaon ln 

bla article on the •H1ato17 ot Reform Judal•• 1n the 

Jewlab BDciclopedla, tbla work waa written b7 lta pabllah

er, Saul Berlin, who waa lntluenoed bJ the ap1r1t of rel1-

g1oua emancipation prevalent 1n bla t1ae. Hot poaaeaalng 
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the t-rltf to a4ftDCe auch radical ldeaa aa h1a own, be 

aaoribed them to a man who•• name waa revered tLDd reapeot

e4 b7 Orthodox J-r'f • Tbat the book wu a fraliad waa 41•

oovered b7 Jl&roua Benedict, the cbJ,et rabbi ot lloraria, 

and h• attacked lt Ylgoroual7. Bo l••• rigoroual7 waa 

the book defended bJ the oblet rabbi ot Berlin., Herachel 

Levin realised that oblngea "" on tbe wa7 am! telt that 

ht waa powerleaa to atud agalnat them. Por tlbat reaaon, 

and becauae man7 ot the contemporarf Jen bad :toraabn 

the rigid obaerY1LDoe ot their ta1th, Heracb91 lLe•ln lett 
9 

bla congregation to apeDd bi• remaining 7eara :ln Paleatlne. 

A tre1h aplrl t •• 1n the air ln the el1gbteenth 

centurJ, mt the time •• 1tlll not ripe tor a true 

cleavage bet .. en the old and the nn. Tbua, there •• 

OD17 one tangible renlt ot the new ap11"1 t. Tbat waa 1n 

Bolland where, in 1796, a congregation waa formed with tbe 

e.q>reaa purpose ot lntrod:uclng acme retoN8. But tbe re

tol'IUI ot Congregation Adath Jeaburun nre ne1t,her neeping 

nor et'tectl •· Tb9J cona1ate4 -lnl7 ot the albollt10D ot 

aome ot th• plnutlm ln the aervioe ud the i1ntroduotion 

ot the vernacular t'or aermona. 

Iarael Jacobaon ma7 nll be credlte4 .S.th bel11g tbe 

tlrat to introduce retoraa into th• S,nagogue t• He, lt AD7 

man, waa a product ot bla thaea. Deepl7 1Dt111eDoe4 bf tbe 

Bnllghtenment, the reaction to 1t bad little ttfteot upon 

h1m. Be bad a obarmlng method ot a4aptatlon. What agreed 
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with bi• ba•1o enlightenment •1•.. b9 aaalailated, throw

ing o••rboard it ... wb1oh were e1tb9r unacceptable or 4ia-

pleaa1ng. 

in 1779. 
Le••ing'• great pla7, _H_at_b_an_ !!!! !!!!_, appe-4 

In thi• work, the enlightened Jew i• pre•entect 

b7 the liberal writer•• the exemplar of a tr.il7 tree man

kind and of a religion, unclogmatio, and tilled w1 th bro

therl7 love. Through 1ta lnoorporat1cn of tbe old ator, 

of tba three ring• the pla7 preaenta a ••••P ot toler

ance rare 1n 1ta time. Leasing•• 14eaa appealed to Jacob

•on and to mn1 other oontemporar, Jewi•h tbinker•. 

When I•ra•l Jacobaon turned to the S.,nagogue h• 

found tbat form an4 oereacm7 bad replaced what to h1a 

were the ••••n1ala of Ju4&1•• Be found, •• did Chorin 

later, tbat tbe aeriioea held 1n th• SJD&gogue nre fol

lowed onl7 with tbe greateat of d1ft1cult7. D1aorder and 

ocmplete lack of decorua nre cbaraoter1•t1o, and cer

ta1nl7 did not praaot• the apirit of 4••ot1cn awong th• 

worabippera. Indit.t'erence among .Tewa -• a r9lt of 

theae con41t1cna and Jaoob•cn wae d1aturbed bJ their lack 

ot 1ntereat. Be pereonall7 poaaeaaed a strong attaobllent 

to Ju4a1m and be waa oonvtncect tbat the cauae of tbe 1n

d1tterenoe among bi• oo-relig1cn1ata w.a the 4eterlorat1on 

tbat bad taken place 1n tbe SJD&SC>P•• 

cautioual7 Jacobaon aet about to lll&ke what to him 

were long needed reto:rma. Be began with the children. 

Pounding a achool at Seeaen be 1n•t1tuted lnatr.ict1on 1n 
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aecular aubjeota aa well a• tbe regular Hebrew cour•••• 

He alao held a rellg1oua •en1o• tor tlw obildren. and 

tba t na bi• opportun1 t7 tor the 1ntroctuct1an ot retorma 

in the SJDASogue. Since the ••rv1cea weN not telt to 

be bona tide rellgloua aenlce •lnce the7 .. re tor ohlld

ren. cbangea oOQld be -.4• that would not bav• been tol

erated. 1n tba SJDagoS\l• attended bf adulta. Song• and eer

llOD• 1n tbe vernacular were 1ntrocluced and ••re at once 

1-enael7 popular. Th• ••nlo•• nre not onl7 attended 

b7 cb1ldren• but adult• o ... to th• D8W t11>9 ot aervlo• 

and beoaae accuatcmed to tbe 1.Dnovatlona. Tbeff trl•Dd• 

ot the D8W retonaa were ezallated later tor tbe f'urtbel"a.Dce 

ot the ldeaa or Jacobaon. And •lwn tbe cbildren grew 

up tbe7 ••re entbulaatlc 1n tbelr aupport of bi• refonu. 

In 18o8 oaae Jaoobaon'• real opportuntlr to tu.r

tber b1a new ldeaa. It na ln that 7ear tbat the Frenob 

ocoupled Weatpballa and aet up a conalatorlal tol'll ot 

government tor tbe Jen. Iarael Jacobaon bee ... the 

prealdent of tbe conalatorr. Ut111&1ng b1a intluence aD4 

position be encouraged b1• trlenda to help b1m eatabllall 

a achool at Ca•••l along tbe aame lin•• a1 the one at 

See•en. In addition to tbe aobool • a place o~ woralllp 

•• alao bu.ilt where Sabbath aenlcea were ccmducted 

partl7 ln Hebrew and partl7 1n German. A ael'llOD -• 

preached 1n the vernacular and •ODS• ••N aung 1n Germmi. 

The enterprlae •• aucceaatu1 and Jaoobaon be~ enoour-
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aged to proceed with b1a plane. At b1• own expenae be 

built a temple at Seeaen 1D which he placed an organ and 

organlsed a choir tram among tbe atu4enta ln b1a achool. 

'l'bla •• the tlrat Reform Temple and it •• dedicated on 

JulJ 17, 1810. 

Tb1a tlrat att .. pt at Reform wae purelJ local. It 

41d not have much effect on an7one be7ond the pro.S.nce 

ot Weetpballa. Ita l.1m1tat1ona proved to be a apur to 

Jacobson and b1• next atep waa to 1.Dtroduce ref orma into 

Berlin. He began to hold weekl7 aerv1cea 1n tta own bane 

w1th muelc b7 a choir with organ acccmpansment and with 

the aermon and pra7era 1n Ge1'111Rl1. Again tbe 1nnow.t1ona 

met with aucceaa and aoOD the crowd• deeiroua ot attend

ing the new t7P9 ot rellgloua aenioea were too man7 tor 

the llalted acocmaodat1cna ot the heme of J'acobaon. 

Therefore, a1m1lar aervlcee were alrarted 1n the hcme ot 

Jacob Hers Beer (the father ot the ccmpoeer Me7erbeer) 

who waa a ••ll•to-40 banker. There too Reform aervioea 

were met •1th great approval. 

But Orthodox J'•'fll'J waa not inactive 1n 1ta reaction 

to the 1nnovat1ona. In 1817 the Orthodox group 1n Berlin 

appealed to the German government •o atop the aerv1cea 

held in the two heme• OD the gl'OUDd that th91 wre under

mining the Jewiah faith. The govel'Dll8Dt reaponded to 

tbe appeal with an order which directed tbat all private 

eynag•guea be cloaecl at once. Deaplte maneuver1Dg bJ 
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Beer and attempt• at cmprmi•e tbe Orthodox group waa 

auccesatul 1n cloalng tbe new bouaea ot worab1p. ilded 

bf a reactlonar, government oppo•ed to an7 kind ot re

rona. tbe Ortbodoz 3ew• were soon able to point to a de

cree which atated tbat •the di•in• aenlcea ot the 3ewa 

must be conducted 1n acool'danoe with the traditional 

ritual and without the al1ghteat 1nno.at1on 1n language. 

cer•OD1••• pra7era. or aonga.• 'l'bi• decree. 1aaued OD 

Dec•ber 9. 182~. effeotlvel7 atopped the turther de•elop

ment ot the new •JD&gogu.ea and the Beer Temple waa 
10 

cloaed. 

In 1817. however. When the f1rat ald.rmlahee wre 

going OD between the Orthodox and tbe Retorm. one ~ the 

preachera ot the pr1w.te Teaple ln Berlin moved to B•

burg to beCCJllle tbe principal ot tbe 3ew1ah Free School. 

There be began to apeak tor retol'IU 1n the rellgloua 

aervlo••• found people •JllP&tbet1c to hi• point of new. 
and in 1818 tbe s .. burg Temple waa dedicated aa a re8Ult 

or hla ettorta. Eduard Kle1. the moving aplrlt beb1n4 

the new Templ,-• not without opponenta. Th• .... blt

terneaa that ez1ated 1n Berlin aoon waa 1n e'Yidenoe 1n 

H .. burg. But the reformer• ad•pted an attitude 1n Bam

burg tbat took much of tbe atlng out or the blon of tm 

Orthodoz and robbed th• ot a great part or their ammnl• 

t1on. P'or the retoiwer• clalMd that tbe7 were •k'DC 

no departure trcm tbe rabblnlc atan4po1nt or concept ot 



of JUda.1-. Inatead, tb•J' olalaed that tbe retonaa wbloh 

were being lnatltuted ~ them .. re in tull aooordanoe 

wltb traditional, rabbinic JUdai•• Tbe7 oited Talatdlc 

paaaagea to prow tbelr polnta and argued witb the Ortho

dox tbat their poalticm waa in no wl•• tn'•al to tbe ••

tabllahed pr1Do1plea of Juda1 ... 

Thia waa tbe pr1nc1ple upcm which Aaron Cborln 

operated. And bl• rellgloua refoma .. re carried out 

with a 00119tant e7e on tbe atandarda ot rabb1Dlc Judal•• 

After care1Ul reaearoh Cborlll deaonatrated that bl• new 

ldeaa .. re not lnccmpatlble with Ortbod0Z7. 

Aaron Cborin 

Aaron Cborln waa born 1n Welaaklrcben, V.aebren, 

Augu•t ~. 1766. Be died an Augut Z7, 1844, 1n Arad, 

Hunga~. Be na a product ot bla tlmea, llltluenoed 1n 

no amall degree b7 the tenor ot the new ap1r1t ot bla 

da7. Aaron Cborln la nll-deaervlng ot attention, and 

bla worka to caretu1 atu47 beoauae be na tbe tlrat Rabbi, 

who, 1n bl• capaclt7 aa Rabbi, waa 1n ta•or ot Retoa. 

For a Rabbi to be ao advanced 1n thought 1n bla da7a re-
11 

quired no little amount ot courage. 

Kalman Chor1n, the father ot Aaron, na not a rioh 

man. But be mde eve~ ettort to ••cure the tlneat edu

cation obtaiDable tor bl• J'OUDS aon. B• blred tbe beat 

teacher• that nre available 1n b1a town and Aaron waa 
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1n•tructe4 along tbe uR&l line• ot the day. The Bible 

with Ra•hl'• cc:maentari, T•lmwl, and a -tterln~f of 

Hebrew sn-r OC91'1'1•e4 tbe •tandard currlculla c-t edu• 
12 

cation at tmt time. 

When 7cnmg Aaron waa taurteen bla t'-117 moved to 

Bunga1"J, to the 811&11 Y1llag• ot Deutach-Kreus. There ' 

the t'aollltl•• available tor education were exceedlngl7 

lhd.ted, t'or the bo7 waa alread7 quite advanced. He waa, 

therefore, ••nt to tb9 nelgbboriag town ot' lfatteradort' 

where, under the rigid aupervialon ot a Babbl Jereaiaa, 

a Ye•blva operated. Jeremiaa waa a man •amewbat d1atlng

u1abe4 becauae ot bl• reputation aa a TalmJdl•t. He waa 

honored b7 the title ot Gaon, lndlcatlve ot no judicial 
13 

autborit7. wt 1n acknowledgement ot hla acbolarahlp. 

Cborln waa a diligent and able acbolar and pro

greaae4 rap1dl7 1n bla atudle•. He apent two 79ara 1D 

X&tter•dort and then waa prepared to attend the leoturea 

of Rabbi Bzeklel Landau ot Prague. In 1782 CborlD, then 

alzteen. lett tor Prague to continue hl• rabblnlc atu41ea. 

It wae in Prague that Cborln tirat began a a79tea

atlc atud7 ot Hebrew sra-r and Oenmi. Hla preparatloa 

up to that time bad been quite bapbaard and 1Datt'lc1ent 

acoordlng to Prague etanduda. Wblle 1n Prague Chorln 

lived with a tam1l7 that baa been auapected b7 acme ot 

belongiq to a Sabbatlan group. '1'b1e lnfi•noe waa RP

poeed to have directed Cborln along the road of Reform. 
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At &DJ' rate, Chorln ~1.ned in Prague tor three 79ua 

and then returned heme to m&l"1"'1• He na then Dlneteen 

and according to the lawa ot Orthocloz JUda1.. a -.n ahoul.4 
~ 

•lTJ' at eighteen. 

Arter h1a -rrlage Chor1n went into bllaineaa. A 

scholar at heart he na unable to make a woceaa ot bla 

ccmnercial aotlnt1ea and when a call na extended to 

b1a t'rc. a congregaticm in AN.4, BungarJ, he went there 

•• Rabbi. Bia ll1n1at17 began in the aprlDg ot 1789. 

Cborin' a nl&17 n1 ve17 ••11. B• rece1 ved tour 

Rb81>11b gulden a wek in add1ticn to tree rent and th• 

uaual perqui1itea. ID tbe mcmtba ot Niean, Sivan, and 

T1ahr1, hie nla17 •• doubled becauae of the add1t1anal. 

work. After a 79ar•a ••nice b1a aalarJ -• ralaed to 

t1ve gulden. Although tbe Ar&d ccmgregaticm na -11 

and poor, tbe7 telt that the7 owed lt to their eobolarl7 

rabbi to operate a Yeab1va tor bla. Tb.la waa a real 

bard1h1p tor the people becauee tbe7 were reapml9ible 

tor tbe care ot tbe acbolara who took their ••h at tM 

heme• ot the waltb1er membera. Cborln -• aa caretul 

a1 a teacher aa be wae aa a ecbol&l'. Be waa .. 1n17 ln• 

tereate4 1D 'l'almud, Bible, Hebrew Gi--r, Pb1loao1'b.7, 

the Zobar, and Midraeb. An eloquent preacher, he wa1 

well thought ot not onl7 bJ the member• ot b1e own reU

g1ou• grpup, but b7 an7 other• who o- and beard Illa• 

He waa 1n con.atant correapondence on 'l'abmdloal queatlona. 
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Three 19ara af'ter Chorln began b1a m1niat1'7 in 

Aracl an 1ntereat1ng and trouble-provoking question •• 

raiaed. The diaouaei0118 concerning it• solution wre 1n-

41catiYe ot the mood ot the 4a7 and ot the proble11a which 

tace4 an7 man 4ea1roua or •king cbangea. In 1792 a 

rabbi ot T•e•nr addreaae4 a question to the well-known 

Rabbi B&eJdel Landau ot Prague with regard to the eating 

or aturgeon. The aturgeon i1 a large tiah known ttMSa7 

ob1etl7 becauae oaYlar la -de 1'rcm it• roe. Tm probl

ln 1792 na wtwtber or not the sturgeon waa a tiah per

m!aalble tor conaUllption b7 Jn1J whether or not it bad 

acalea and waa otherwise acceptable. In the Orient the 

Jewa bad long been accuatCllled to eating th1a tiab and 

there "re ame Sepbal'dlo Jews 1n the 1'-•var congrega

tion who wlabe4 to uae lt alao. So their rabbi, Rabbi 

Hiraoh, aent aamplea ot the flab to Prague. There, 

Rabbi Landau, declared that tbe ti1b waa koab8r. Tbua, 

to all intent• and pu.rpoaea the affair waa 1ettled an4 

the Jewa or Temeavar aettled down bappil7 to eat their 

sturgeon. 

Chorln 1-ard or the decialon that bia old teaoher 

bad •4• and declared to the member• ot bta congregation 

that tbe7, too, could now make u1e ot the tlab. He 414 

th1• atter be bad aeen and atu4led the declaration that 

Landau bad n.de. The action ot Cborin angered Rabbi 

Iaaac ltrieababer ot Krakow who wa1 ••rvlng aa rabbi 1n a 
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congregation at PU.. HUDgarJ. Xr1eababer -• a member 

ot the rigorous achool and -• almost fanatical 1n hi• 

ettorta to ata7 a-1 trcma &DJ deviatlcm trOll the 014 

and eatabliabed pr1no1pl•• ot OrthodOXJ• Arter hear1Dg 

what Cbor1D bad done he aent b1a a letter requeatlng 

b1m to w1tb4raw bi• dec1a1cm regarding the aturgeOD. 

Chorln retuaed to do tb1a. Thereupon Krleababer ••••bled 

a nuaber ot rabble and made ever, effort to have th• 

certif'J tbilt tbe aturgeon n.a an unclean t1eh on the be.ala 

ot a dec1a1on made b7 Ba~Did•• 1n 1266 on what conat1-

tute4 •aoalea•. But the objection ot Xrleababer n.a not 

whether tbe aoal•• ot tb8 flab ••re onl~ rudiaentar,. 

Hi• argument waa baaed on z.-h cuat•• Since cuatom 

prohibited the uae or aturgeOD in J'ewiah baa••• therefore 
15 

1t muat not be Wied even though 1t 1• actuall7 all rlght. 

Peeling atlll ran high againet tbe Sabbatalana and 

Krleababer labeled tho•• J'ewa •ho uaed •t-.ecm •frivoloua 
16 

Sabbatatana•. But the rabbi kn•• tbat be would have to 

do more than call name• to win b1a point. 'l'beretore. be 

wrote to Chorln that Rabbl Landau• 1lbo waa a reepected and 

eateemed author1tT. bad reconaldered. h1• decialon and ra

vened bimaelt. Th.la waa an abaolute 11btruth wblch -

qu1ck17 pointed O\lt bf otb8r rabble. Tb8 net reault -

that Chorin atoo4 t1na and Xrleababer •• 

credited. 

Side• now began to tom. The Chlet Babbl ot Maebren• 
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Mordecai Benet, opposed Chorin 1n the matter. He prohi

bited the publication ot a treatise written bf Chor1n 

and wrned Chorin'• congregation not to eat sturgeon. 

On the alde of Landau and Chorin •• the nbbi of llto

ren Wbo lawed a doc\meJlt Wbich stated outright that 

Krieababer bad lled with regard to Landau'• recantation. 

Several nbbia signed the dooument and the rabbla ot 

Prague also iaaued a a1a11ar declaration. Xrleababer 

came laack with a atat ... nt that 8 h• thanked God that h• 

had never devoted himaelt to auch ataudiea aa Chorin na 
17 

engaged 1Jl.• 

Soaae time after the aturgeon attair Chorin iaaued 

his t1rat pamphlet. It na called Imre Koam (Words ot --
PleaaantD•••) and na publlabecl 1n 1198. A 7ear later 

Chorin published a polemic work bearing on the r1ah 

queatim of seven 19ara prenoua. It na called #qon 

Jtaakaaalm (The Scaled Coat of 11&11). Thia volu.e re

plied d1rectl7 to a prevloua pamphlet iaaued bf ltrl••
haber called Kakkel Roam (Pleasant Rod). Chorln'• ----
polMlc contained the deolaratlm of the 1'9.bb1a ot 

Prague against Jtrleahaber. 

But atill the Orthodox rabbi or Paka -• maaatla

ried and he attempted to open up the whole •tter ror 
diaouaaion again bJ threatening that all thoae pel'mlttlng 

the eating of aturgeon ~will not ajo7 the great prld

lege or partaking ot the banquet Wb1oh God AlmightJ will 
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give to bla tb1rt7-111.z choaen and pioua onea in the world 

to c•e• wmre the tabu.loua Leviathan will con11titute 
18 

the main and aoat favored diah in the bill ot tare.• 

Rabbi neasar Plekel•• ot Prague. the moat recent 

victim ot Krleababer'• attack reaponded to tbe aboTe 

atatement aa tollow•a 

9You make 7oarael.1' aeem ridiculoua indeed; it 

would be tar better lt 7ou would oeaae to indulge in 

auch uael••• and aopblaitioal diaqulaiticma in order to 

invent; new burdeu. Did not the old Paleatinian• Rabbi 

Iaaao. declares 'Be aat1atied with the proh1b1t1ona ot 

the Torah. and do not la7 upon 7ouraelt new llaltationa. 
19 

ot wblch tbe Torah Jmowa notb1.Dg.•• 

So tbe -tter ot the sturgeon na laid to reat. 

And although the aide upon which Chorin waa active won 

a vlctorJ the un4Jing hoatilitJ ot 11111.DJ' rabbi• n• prob

abl7 the -in remlt. Tbe7 deteNlned to ban revenge 

on Cbor1n.and their opportunlt7 c ... ln the tollowillg 

•1· 
Cborin na now quite well known ln .ln.d and tm 

adjoining oountrJ•ide. llerchant• traveled exteuinl7 

in those daJ• and aane ot them oae to Cbor1n with tbe 

8\lggeatlon that he lean And and go to Smog where 

the7 believed he might be elected rabbi ot the entire 

d1atrict. In the aprlng ot 18o2 Cborln lett tor ScmosJ' 

and waa encouraged b7 the aaaurancea be there reoelwd 
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on hi• torthccn1ng electiOD. He preached 1n Gro••

hnlasa on b1a •7 hm• and waa v•i-J well reoeiTe4. 

The Preaident ot the Congregation. llo••• Lackenbach•r. a 

wealt~ and 1Dfiuential man. waa ravorabl7 lmpreaaed and 

gave Chorln hi• prcllil•• that be would do all 1D bla 

power to aecure tor th• Arad Babb1 the election aa Rabbi 

ot the district ot SomogJ. But Lackenbacber did not 

keep bia word. On a bua1Deaa trip to Preaaburg be came 

lnto contact with certain 1Dd1v1ctuala 1a~oabl7 oppoaed 

to Chorin and to tbe ref .... ~or wbich Chorln atood. The•• 

men ao 1nfiuenoed Laokenbacher tl:w.t lw turned from a 

aupporter ot Cborln to one of bia en-1.••• do1Dg all in 

bia power to prevent bla election. Becaua• ot the 

wealth and lnfiuenoe ot Lackenbaober• Cborin tailed in 
20 

the election. 

Th• tollowlng J9&r Aaron Chorln publiahed another 

work called JD119k baSba .. h tranalate4 b7 aaae aa Reconoll• -
1at1on ot Faith with Practical Lite. Thia waa a ph11oao-

pb1cal polemic divided into three parta. Chorln 1n lt 

attacked the rabbi• tor prolcmg1Dg the •JDA8ogal ael"Yloe 

b7 their •1pw1 rendition• ot the Sb.... H• charged that 
21 

tbl• prac"t1ce -d• th• aerTlce tedious to the worablppera. 

Bliek b&Sbaweb alao contain• the attitude ot Chorln -
toward the oral law. Thi• la diacuaaed lD the tblrd cl1-

v1a1on ot the work. There Chor1D atatea that the reaaon 

the law waa not written down bJ tbe ancient teacbara 
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and acribea beoauae the7 realised that t1mea changed an4 

new interpretation• would be nece••&r7• It the7 had 

Wl"ltten dO'llll the law tbe7 would have prevented teacher• 

and rabbi• ot later time• tram making new lan or chang

ing the old• in ccmtormance witb the needs or the timea. 

In Bliek baabaweb Cbor1D alao tried to prove that -----
the atud7 ot pbiloao~ waa in no w1ae at odda with the 

atu47 ot Talm.l4. In like lll&Dller he tried to give a pb11o

aopb1cal interpretation ot the Kabbala. Cborill waa not 

oppoae4 to the atud7 ot Kabbala. However. be denounced 

•the mob. Who believe that there are •n. who. bJ .. ana 

ot aenaeleaa comb1nat1ana ot spoken or written letter•• 

are capable ot torc1Dg the lan ot nature to be changed 

trpm their regul.al' cour••· It ia, however, clear that 

thia belief la 1Dccmpatible with •oun4 reason; tor, 

•aball the axe beat b1m that hmtb therewitht•• (Iaaiab 
22 

10.15) Cborill waa not lnnuencecl to change hi• 111D4 

with regud to tbe aupernatural bJ the attitude ot the 2, 
Tallml4 when it apoke ot the etticao7 ot amuleta. H• 

hel4 taat to tbe belief that auoh etfeotiveneaa waa 

cnlT 1mag1D07. and it oontrlbuting to the good ot the 

patient did ao 1ll a pa7obolog1oal waT• 

Cborin waa not. ot oourae. acquainted with ao-

4ern pa1chological interpretation• or the •ttioao7 ot 

tal th healing. Ria oppoal tlon to the uae ot amulet• and 

an7thing ot the auperna)ura1 waa baaed on hi• dialike 

ot the mJ•terioua. He was a man ot bla time a. The ra-
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tionallstio thought ot the day bad a great effect on tbe 

thinking ot th1a man and tnnuenced to no amall degree 

his attitude with regard to bia religioua belleta. 

Bliek ba.Sbanh •• a popular work. Indeed, lt waa -
ao well received that Cborln waa forced to enlarge and 

reviae lt ln preparation tor a aeoond prlntlng. However, 

the plane to publlah the revlaed edition never material

ised beoauae ot the opposition ot the Orthodox part7 

wblch brought preaaure to bear to prevent ita publica

tion. 

The oppoaiticm of Orthodox JewrJ to Chorln waa 

mot w1tbout meaning. We have mentioned above that the 

ch1et rabbi ot llaebren, Xordeca1 Benet, changed bi• -triendl7 attitude toward Chorln when the •tter ot the 

aturgeon c... up. With the first publication ot Bliek -
baSbaweh be becaM atlll f\lrtber eatranged h-Clll bi• col

league and bee- an open and active enem, o.f the Arad 

rabbi. Be wrote to Cborln'• congregation de•ing th• 

third divlaion ot the book and demended that lt be 

burned. He atated that the work waa heretical aD4 tber•

tore muat be deatro19d before lt did f\lrtber damage. 

But Chorin'• congregation aa a whole waa 107&]. and atoo4 

b7 their rabbi. There were, bonver, aame ot 1ta ..... 

bers who became arouaed over the cbarpa ot Benet an4 

created an opposing faction 1D Arad. one ot the -ben 

ot tbe opposition within Cborln•a congregation be~ ao 



1n1'1.alled tbat be aeleote4 tbe Sabbath of Repentanoe aa 

the ti.. to utter ouraea againat Cborln at the time of 

the Rabbi'• ••NOD· Chorin•a trieDda within the •JD&• 

gogue wre rea47 to aTenge their rabbi but Cborin atopped 

th-. He ordered the •JDAgogu• oloaed and tried to paci• 

~ b1a friend• and end the incident with the word• traa 

Peal.a 1gz_1 
bl••··· 

-..,. our enaiea ourae, thou, o Ood, wilt 

Be continued b1a aeracm and the aerv1ce deapite 

the 1ntel"l'\lpt1on. 
25 

Tb• •tl'U881e went on between the aupportera of 

Cborin and hi• opponenta. Conc11iat1on ae .. e4 1.llpoaaible 

until the leader of the oppoa1t1on stated that be would 

be aat1af1ed with the opinion of the Rabbi of .lltofen 

regarding Chorin'• book. on Auguat 8, 1805, the opinion 

ot the Rabbl of iltofen -• g1Yen. Be atated to the 

effect •tbat while the author bad written acae thing• 

wbloh muat appear atrange to the 11e>b, and conoel'DlDg 

which dlapu.tea ba4 arlaen 1D centurlea gone b7, be la un

able to find herealea in tbe book and bol.48 that tb8 con

gregation of Arad la 1n dut)' boUDd to honor an4 reapeot 
26 

their Rabbi." 

:rbe Rabbi of Altoten •• a man bJ the Dall8 of 

Ko••• bents, a ver,. oautloua 1nd1 Tldual. Be made wt 

the document, and gave the abo•• deo1a1on. But be ... 

caref\11 not to alp lt. Bia reaaon tor auch a weak 

. actlon la obvlou. He •• •JmPatbetlo to Cborln aDd un-
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deratood the aotivea ot the llUID. But the opposition wa• 

too atrong and their intluenoe too great tor h1a to jeo

pardlse bl• 011D poaitlan aimpl7 to aid anotber rabbi. 

Hi• cblet interest waa to remain nwtral 1n tbe d1apute 

ao tbat be could NJmlll trien417 with botb •idea. He 

did not baTe tbe courage ot h1a oonTlotlana aa dld Cborlll. 

But the a-1-appeaaing attitude ot Moaea .. nta 

did not pt b1a ••r'J tar. The Orthodox J .. a were not 

aat1at1e4. Tbe7 f'elt th97 were 1n tbe right ud tmt 

the7 were entitled to omplete Tiotor'f. Tbe7 inaiated 

that tbe book be condemnecl and the autbor punlahed •• an 
. 

example to thoae who llight be tempted to do tbe •-· 

Moaea 11\lents gave 1n to theae torcea and inT1te4 two 

tanatical rabbi• ot Aaaod and Zmlbek to caae to Altoten 

on September 1, 18o5, to alt ill counoll to reach a de

clalan with regard to Chorln, who •• alao 8Ulllllaned to 

be preaent at tbe decialon. 

Poaalbl7 to abow tbat be wa •Jm.P&thetio to Cborln 

11\lenta 41d not appear at the ••ting where Chorlll •• to 

be puniahed. Rabbl Samuel aitachcnrita ot Aaaod announoecl 

to Chorln at tbat Meting that unlea• be recantecl hla 

beard would be out ott. Cborln pleaded that tbe paa .... a 

which were auapeot ot being heretloal be polntecl out to 

b1m. The rabble retuaecl to llaten. Hla oholce •• acte 

clear. B1tber give in or be publlcl7 •balled. Chorln aub

mlttecl and aigned tbe tollowlng atat .. t1 "BaTing been 
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lntoraecl that .., book!!!!! _ba_s_ba_we....,,.h baa created an ex-

citwnt •mong acme rabbi•, I declare, that I aubmlt 

r/ opln1on• to tba Judgment ot tbl ugea ot tbe preaent 
27 

tlme. iltoten, Sept911ber 2, 1805. Aron Cborin.• 

'lb• trial waa oTer. Tba recantation w.a done. 

Chorln left the aoene ot bl• dl•grace to be pelted with 

atone• b7 the J'OUDS men ot Altoten. Hi• Judge• 1n addi

tion to toroing the recantation alao reduoecl bia .. 1a191. 

But bi• congregation cant1Due4 to p&J' bSll. 'l'be •mbera, 

with the exception ot a -11 111DoritJ', were lopl to 

b1a tbrougbOllt. 'l'h9J' retuaed tC> accept the verdict ot 

the Judge• and were bitter toward lluenta. TheJ' blmaed 

b1m tor bla laok ot courage and telt ke•Dl7 that ba bad 

been !al•• to the tl"1•t which waa lmplloit 1n bla poal

tian aa a judge. The congregation encouraged Cborln to 

appeal to tba Hungarian gonrwnt. B• did tbia, re

queatlng that the verdict ot the Rabblnlcal tr1b'1Dal be 
28 

annulled. 

The appeal waa aucoeaatul. lfot ODl.7 did the goT• 

ermaent aet aaid• the deoiaion but alao decided that the 

leader• ot the opponent• ot Cborln mut p&J' the ezpeneee 

of the law.ult. Cborin retuaed to accept an7 manet&rJ 

reat1tut1on. The deo1a1on ot the government IU4e no dlt

terence. Po~r op1n1on bad turne4 ap.lnat Cborln be

cauae ot the unoeaa1ng labor• ot b1a oppcmenta. And, ot 

couree, the•• men wbo bated b1a were not atopped 1n their 
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activit1•• bf a mere decia1on ot civil courte. The7 

were aa b1tterl7 oppoaed to Chor1n and all he atood tor 

•• tb.87 bad ever been. Cborin ._. tired ot tbe dla-

put••· Hi• father waa old and did not like the unaeeml7 
• 

controwra7. So in order to keep the peace Cbor1n en

gaged in no more polemic•. He aet aaide bi• pen and 
29 

reated tor about thirteen 7ean. 

Then, on October 18, 1818, the Bamburg 'l'•ple waa 

dedicated. '?be tirat Reform ritual waa aet up witb 

German pra7era and b.Jm119 aco011Pan1•d with organ 11W1ic 

and with a aeiwon 1n tbe vernacular. Pra7era dealing 

with the cmtng of a peraonal lleaaiah were either 

Clllitted or mod1t1ed to meet the atandarda ot the t1.me1. 

Ortho40XJ na not alas 1n reacting. The Rabbinical 

Colltge of Hamburg, omapriaed ot Rabbi• Baruch lle7er, 

lloaea Jacob Jafte, and 111cbael Speier publiahed an in

terdict aga1Dat tbe new ritual. 'l'be autboritlea ot the 

College alao brought preeaure to bear on the Senate of 

H•burg 1n an effort to cloae the Temple. Tbe propon

ent• ot the Hamburg Temple were not ailent. 1'be7 qu1ok17 

contacted tbe different Rabb1n1oal autborltiea ot BUrope 

for their decision on the matter. Cbor1n waa among tboae 

aaked. We might tbink tbat Cborin, atter hi• ezperienoea 

of 18o5 would bave learned caution. ait bia ap1r1t waa 

undaunted despite bla atruggle of thirteen 19ara before 

and be came out 1n favor ot moat of tlw reforaa. Ee 
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414 tbia OD April 7, 1819. 

We could trace the turbulent b1ato191 of tbe dla• 

cuaaima over the Hamburg Teaple. Bat there la neither 

tllle nor apace to devote to tbia intereat1Dg pbaae ln 

tbe biatorJ and develo1119nt of Retol"m. SUtflce it to 

••J' tbat tbe diaouaaicna ftre 11vel7, embittered, and 

entbualaatic. 

Cborln 111.ght well have uaed 110re diaoretion. Por 

•• aoon •• bia poaU:ion waa known a hornet• a neat waa 

atirred up all over again. Rabbi Keunt& ot Altofen aent 

Chorin a letter •• aoon •• be found out hi• poaitlon. 

In lt be gave CboriD a choice. Bitber recant bi• poal

tlon with regard to the nn T•ple, or loae bl• pulpit. 

A poor 11&11, witb a large tudl7, Cborln bad DO alterna

tive. He kiln be could not earn a living outalde of tbe 

rabbinate. Onoe again he waa forced to reoant which be 

did ln 1819. That be acted tor uped1enc7•a aake Olll.7 

1• aeen frcm a book wbiob be publiabed 1n 182o -

Dabar beitto (A Word 1n Ita Time). In tbia wol'k b9 ad• 

vocated a reform of tbe rellgioua aei-Yice on tbe baaia 

of hi• tlrat decialon regarding tbe Bamburg Ttaple. 

Dabar beitto conclude• wltb an appeal to oontem

pora1"7 Rabble. Chorln urged th- to be tolerant. He 

apoke from the t\lllneaa of bia experlenoe wben be warned 

th• not to peraecute tbelr brethren. He alao o- out 
30 

in tavor of agriculture and trade .. ODS the Jna. '1'b8 
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pamphlet waa met with approbation b7 the progreaaive Jew• 

ot Preaaburg and Vienna. And, with the encouragement ot 

progreaaivea in Geman7 the booklet wae tranalated into 

Gel'IDaD and printed. Bad it not been tor the aentt.ent 

againat h1a in certain circle• in Hungarr, Chorin would 

have been elected preacher in Vienna. But Mordecai 

Benet waa an obatacle to the introduction ot the Bamburg ,1 
ritual into Vienna. 

Chorin•a lateat work waa quite a eenaat1on in 

German7. on the other band, it waa alaoat forbidden 

in Hunger,. Bad it not been tor tbe tnnuance ot 

Michael Laaar Biederman, one ot the progreaeivea ln 

Bun.gar)', the paapblet woul.4 bave been interdicted. The 

reaeon given tor tbe preatige ot Chorln 1n Gel'lllanJ lie• 

1n the tact tbat he waa a Rabbi. In German7 it wu 

cuatcmarJ tor Retora to be 4eten4e4 bJ merchant•, teach

er•, and eme preachera. People wre not 111preaae4 bJ 

their 4etenae ot the 1Dnovat1ona. But when a Rabbi 

roee aa a champion ot Reform it waa 41tterent, &Del at

tracted attention. ChorS.n waa clever in tbat be uae4 

•rabb1nlcal•weapona with which to defend Retora. 'l'br~ 

hi• uae ot the Tabud to pron that tbe lnnovaticma nN 

acceptable, he ba4 a great illtluenoe on the oonteapo1'&1"J 

torm ot logic. For the people were b7 no Mana weaned 

awa7 trca the old Talaudic atandarda. 'l'be7 nN eager 

tor innovation. ait the7 liked th- ao mich tbe better 
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it tbe7 could be d-onatrated acceptable through 1~be Tal• 

llUd. Tbe7 d1Cl not wieh to aever tbe1r cODDect1on with 

trad1ticm. Cborln !!! !!!. Conte.porariea 

&a an 1D41 vidaaliat Chor1D waa trequentl7 lmpa• 

t1ent with tho•• about him. He aaw their taulta too 

olearl7. H• waa part1cularl7 intolerant ot 1C11De ot b1a 

colleague• in the rabbinate. '!'bat the7 could aut'ter 

the ex1atence ot deplorable con41t1ona which be bd.maelt 

bad aeen Chorln could not uncteratand. Du.r1Dg thtt 

cour1e ot hla travel• be trequentl7 a1ked b1a col~l•agu•a 

what tbe7 "re doing about the unaat1atactol'J reJL1g1oua 

cond.1 tlona obta' ntng. Their al.moat uni veraal an1swer 

waa, nothing. '1'h91 acknowledged their impotence to do 
'2 

an)'tbing to correct tba ••111 which ex1ate4. 1Chor1n 

condemned tbeae men roun417 1D b11 Igeret Blaaa!_. H• 

poaaeaaed noth1Dg but contempt tor tboae wbo would not 

even tl'J to r_.47 a a1tuat1cn. 

H1a colleague• were not the onl7 men ot r•11gioua 

author1tJ to reel the acorn or Cbor1n. Be waa c:ontellptu

oua ot Cbaa1d1- and minced no worda 1n ezpreaabag bi.a 

attitude toward the Cbaaid1c leadera. Chorln pll.aced 

the Cbaa1d1m in tbe aaae categol'J aa the Sl'O'lP• wblcb 

aeparated. themael na trCllD the reat or tbe peopl4t 1n 

prophetic tbl••· Be believed that the Cbaa14111 .. " 1r

rellg1oua and d&ngeroua, tbat their place in 00111t•pora17 

Jewiah lite waa untenable, and tbat tbe7 were buw.tu1 
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'' to the general poaiticm ot the Jewiab people. 

Cbor1n' a attack on the Cbaaid.S.. ia 1ntereat;1Dg 

becauae or i ta tone. He d.oea not deal w1 th them S.n the 

aenae or hi• poaition aa a retormer1 but rather a11 though 

he were a cruaad.ing prophet aeeld.ng to rmo•• a d1inger

oua group 1n1mioa1 to the nltare ot Juclai•• He an him

aelt aa a prophet 1n aod.ern d.reaa f'l>J•1nat1Dg agaS.nat 

wrong in a1m11ar manner to the ancient aeera.. He con

demned •• he believed hi• model• or greatne•• - t;he 

Biblical prophet• - ccndmned. He attacked with 

righteoua ire aa be i••ghted tbe7 would have done in 
~ 

the .... poa1t1cn. 

Cborin bad. a liberal and btDM» attitude tcnrard 

the probl... ot wcmen. The tollowing incident la re

lated.1 •The Jewiab .. rried. lad.lea ot a little tcnm. 

Mako. 111 the count7 or Caanada. Bung~. bold Cho1-tn. 

no doubt. 1n grate1'Ul remembrance. It waa on the aecomt 

da7 ot Sbabuoth. 184.0 • when tbe wise Rabbi• and a1:i11 

wiaer board or truateea ot the Jewiab congregat1CQ1 1n 

Mako ordered aeveral lad.lea who appeared 1n the ~rmgogue 

with their own bair inatead or the •aobeit•l' to lea•• 

tbe gallerJ• The ladiea. or better their bllaban41t• bll4 

the courage to aeek reoourae at the law aga1nat tbe per

petra tora or thia ranat1c1... The learned B1ahop ot 

Caanada ( LollOTica) who bad to decide tba qmat1on1, aak9cl 

tor Rabbi Cborin'• advice. and hi• 4ec1a1on waa g!lftll 1n 

tavor ot -tbe wc:aen.• '5 



In 1844 a Rabbinical convention waa held 1n Braun

acbweig, and in it Cbor1n aaw hia dream of a S)'D04 (wbicb 

we will 41scuaa later) ~11184. He aent a lett-er ~ 

encouragement to the convention, but b1a bigb hopea nre 

without juat1f1cation for tbe paeudo-SJllod waa a fail

ure. .l few da7a after be bad aent the letter, on .luguat 

12, iaw..., Cborln died. He waa 79 at the time of bia 

paaelng. 

Tbe .lrad Congregation 1mmediatel7 notified the 

important SJD&Soguea of Bu.rope of the newa. Chorln' 1 

tuneral wae attended b7 a large number of people, prac

ticall7 the entire popu.lation of the cit7 or .lrad being 

in attendance. Tbe newa of bia death na announced in 

all or the cburcbee of And on Sunda7, following bia 

death on Saturda7. And during bi• tuneral the bell• of 

the cburcbea tolled. In 1850 it n.e decided to place 

a buat of Chorin on the grave, and tbe atatue wae un

veiled on June 18, 1851. Civil, militU"J, cit7 an4 

count7 authorltlea, delegates of neighboring congrega

tion•, and the entire memberabip of the Arad Congrega

tion honored Chorln on tbia occasion. While the 

larger •111agoguea of Hunga17 ignored the paaalng ot 

Chor1n, be waa appreciated. and reapected 1n other count

ries. The prea1 of Geman7 and France paid tribute to 

the man and b1a worka, and numeroua contemporar., acbolara 

paid their respect b7 including an account of the man and 
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hi.a labora 1n their worka. 

So paaaed Aaron Cbor1n. the man. OUr next taak 1a 

to aurve7 h1a worka and evaluate b1a poa1t1on •• a re-

11g1ou.a reformer. 



Part II 

Iggeret Eluat and tbe 

Propoaed Retoraa ot Aaron Chor1n 



_,,_ 

lgeret Ela•ar 

On Febl'U&rJ '' 1821, Aaron Chor1n waa asked 'b7 the 

governmental authorltl•• of the grand ducb7 of Baden 

tor hi• op1nlon a• to the dutl•• ot a rabbi. H• uunrer

ed the que17 'b7 wr1t1ng lgeret Eluat, known in German 

aa the •r..etter of an .&trlcan Rabbl to Hi• Colleague• ln 

Europe•. Thi• work na pibl1abe4 'b7 II. I. Landau 1n 

Prague, ln 1826. 

lgeret Blaaar l• an lntereatlng and revealing 

work. In 1t Aaron Cborln not onl7 preaenta hi• point ot 

view with regard to the prevailing oon4ltlona 1n the 

practloe ot Orthodox Juda.la, but be dellneate• for the 

reader bla own peraonal1t7 and character. It would be 

poaalble tor one to write an almost complete character 

anal7ala ot the man b7 read.1.ng thi• one work, tor the 

reader la conatantl7 aware throughout lta pagea ot the 

peraonalit7 beblnd the word• and ot tb8 tact that a man 

with a det1nlte polnt ot dew •• writing bla ccmtll'm9Cl 

convlctiona. 

Iggeret Blaaat ~not a long 1>9mpblet. It oon

alate ot tblrt7-tlve double pagea of Hebrew text printecl 

1n Raab1 acrlpt. It' one were to ohoo•• lta outatandlng 

characteriatlo that would be tb9 caretule documentation 

ot eve17 new idea 'b7 old author1t1ea. Cborln la not 

willing to make a step without oonrlmatlon bJ tb9 paat. 
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Be c0Mtantl7 retera to Talaudloal reterencea and to the 

Ram1-m tor bl• authorlt7 to make atatement• at variance 

with the accepted polnt ot Ti••· Be •ought to prove that 

bl1 retol'IU were acceptable on the baal• ot reapeoted 

and nlld autborlt7. Hl• aaked b11 readera to accept 

notb1ng on bl• 01111 account. 

Thia la an 1Dtereat1ng aapect ot the earl7 da7a 

ot Retorm. The retormera were not rea47 to break awa7 

trcm the paat. ~ were poaalbl7 &rrald that thelr 

tollower• would leave th• it tbe7 toraook that which 

tor ao long bad been part ot the lift• ot the MD who 

were now 1ntereate4 1n Retoa. We aa7 •po••1bl7• be

cause we believe that 1n tha back ot the mind• ot tbe 

early rerormera wa• tbe conviction tbat what tbe7 were 

doing waa not thorougbl.7 acceptable unleaa it could be 

proved on the ba•i• ot th• long-accepted rabb1Dlcal au

thor1 t7. 'l'h•J, tbmaelyea, were not read7 to bNak with 

the paat ccaplet•lJ• They rather aougbt to determine 

bow the paat could be brought to bear on the preaent and 

how flezible their interpretation of the paat might be-

cane. 

Perbapa the dlaoretion ot Chorln waa th• better 

part of bia valor. We have alread7 •••n the trouble 1n 

Which lie involved billlaelt through the expreaalon ot bl• 

new ldeaa. Perbapa Reform would have made no laating 

1mpreaa1on wbataoever ba4 the new 14eaa not been intro-
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duced. a1 merelJ' new 1Jlterpretat1cma ot tbe old. It •• 

probablJ' w11e that the early reformer• aought no t'lnal 

and ab1olute break. Por it la clear even to the casual 

1tud.ent that a clean break would. have bad. 1erloua et

tecta on the temiou• tuture ot Reform. Por lta time• 

Iggeret Blaaat wa1 a re-.rkable work it tor no other rea-

1 on than it• d.eaan1tratlon ot the changing of the old. 

order in the new-found courage ot men to expreaa tbea

ael ve•. and ill their deep and tlrm conviction that not 

all wa• well in the wa71 and practice ot J'ud.aia. 

Igeret Blaaat ba• another rather unu8U&l charac

teriatlc. It 11 purported to be the letter ot an Afri

can rabbi to hia colleague• in Burope. We might conject

ure aa to Cborin'• de1lre to remain anon,.aou1. Perbapa 

it wa1 due to the d1t1'1oultie• that enaued at'ter the 

publication of Bilek baShaweh. Perbapa lt wa1 beoauae -----
Chorin believed hia ideas might have more rorce it' tbe7 

came, not troa Aaron Chorln. but trcm acme 1.ndivldual 

rar awa7 and unknown to the men who would read the pmph-

let. Tben, aa now, men were prone to oonaider per1onal

itiea tir1t andfacta atterwarda. 'l'he verr tact that 

Aaron Chorln was the author or the pmnpblet would auto

maticall7 pred.1apoae man7 again•t 1t. Cbor1n 1ougbt to 

circumvent thia probabillt7 bJ dl1gtjling himael.r 1n the 

cloak ot a foreign rabbi and scholar. But the probabil-

1 ty 11 that Cborln did not tool an7one wltb bla &nODJlloa• 



-36-

peraonallt7. Hia at7le, bla belieta, hia mode ot exprea

aion, were nll known to b1a conteaporariea. It ma7 

have been onl7 tor th• .. lntenanc.e ot n1.cet7, and tor 

more treedcm 1n expression tbat A.aron Cborin -4• h1maelt 

out to be a rabbi 1'rm tar awa7 c1n the dark continent. 

Iggeret Bla•af' baa an eng1tglng and pleaaant et7le 

It i• not pedantic or pcapoua. It ia a1mpl7 and logical

lJ' written with an obvloua attem1»t to cauae the reader 

to read the entire book. For tblLt reaaon, poaa1bl7, 

there are relaM vel7 few aect1on11 where tbe author allow• 

himaelt to f'ul••nate exceaalvel7.t 'l'be work i• re•tralned. 

When one conaldera the bwl111at1cm tbat Cbor1n bad pder

gone, the J9&ra ot unpleaaantnea11 and rancor, one 1• im• 

preaeed bJ tbe mn •a abili t7 to 1ft'i te 1n a bnman and 

tolerant at7le. 

But let ua not leave the :lmpreaaion that Chor1n 

preaenta b1a caae in a nak and iaamb7 pamb7 tuhlon. 

Indeed not. Nothing could be ta:rtber trm the tnth. 

He apeaka out on aeveral occaaicxna in the work in no un

certain terma, clearl7 expreaa1ng bimaelt and clearl7 

stating hia poeltion with rega.rd to the aituatlon aa be 

aaw it. Be waa not a1'ra1d. He alwa,-a poaaeaaed the 

courage ot b1a convlctlona. With theae worda ot deacr1pt-

1on n ahall begin our anal7aia of this work ot .&aron 

Chor1n. 

Aaron Cborln waa a realia1t. Be waa not afraid to 



-37-

race the tacta ot lite. Though he addreeaed an un•JmP•

tbei tic aud1eaoe, hie convictiona were atrong enough to 

enable b1m to taoe hi• opponent• and to expreee bi• be

lief a det1nltlYel7. Claritioatlon and inatruction were 

bi• deeire when be atated tbat•be would. ralae bi• Yolo• 
36 

to teach the children ot Iarae1.• 

It waa with bum.llit7 and campulaion that Cborin 

began bi• Iggeret Blaaat. Hum1lit7 which be demonatra

ted bJ atatlng that lt waa without baugbtinesa ot apirlt 

or pride that be aet about to write tbia work. Pride 

waa an aboadnation to Cborin. ~ '1? (l.1?> -))?1l.J) ('lc.C" ~Ill 
Be bad to write bia letter. Be aaw taulta within the 

synagogue which were like leproa7 1n the akin of a mm. 

He aaw deviation• tram what be considered to be proper 

attect1ng the whole ot worab1p, impairing the rellgl~• 

health ot the •JD&Sogue. With indignation an4 amase

ment be crlech Ho one waa concemedl llo one explored 

the cauaea ot the unbealth1 condition•• 1'o one 1nveat1-

gate4 their reaaon. • ••• therefore, in a place where 

there i• billul baahem and there are no men to riae ln 

zealous detenae• there la on17 one thing to dot •strlw 
37 

thou to be a man1• 

With dJDamlC words Chorln began hi• detenae ot the 
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aplagogue. hi• battle agalnat hillul baabem. •vaaak !!.' 

The weak one •ball 1a7 •1 am a hero&• and hi• 

lo1na wlll be girded with r1gbteouaneaa and ta1th to go 

out equipped tor war tor the aake or Bia honor; and hi• 

voice wlll be beard on high aen be crlea i 1He who 1a 
38 

tor tbe Lord. ccme with ae& •• 

Chor1n w.a tilled with enthuala1m tor the aucoeaa 

ot hie battle tor much needed reform 1n the apl&gogue. 

He could conceive ot no reault other than positive. tor 

be waa convinced that there would be aome people. tbe 

/ ' '11 JJ ~ '11/ I ' who would be influenced b7 hi• 

words. A hol7 tire would be kindled within their 

breaata to t'Urther tbe principle• which Cborin would 
39 

advance. 

To win the attention of hia reader• Cborln intro

duced the idea ezpreaaed in Plrke Abot 1n hi• wordat -
"Who la a wlae man! He who learne f'rom all men.• There

fore men muat pa7 attention to h1m becauae though he la 

amall and unimportant. be atill m&J' have some worda to 

a&J ot ai~tlcance to tbe thought• and live• ot h1a 
40 

11atenera. 

The pr1marJ concern ot Cborln 1• w1tb the aanctlt7 

ot the aynagogue. He la interested 1n the proper form ot 

worahlp and proper reapect on the part ot tbe worahippera 

tor the place wherein th•J' pra7 and tor the God to wham 

tbe1 addreaa their pr&J'9ra. •The great dut7 ot •••rJ" 
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man.• ••1• Chorin, 8 ia to glor1.fl' and to exalt the honor 
41 

and majeat1 ot the SJDA8ogue, the Houae ot Pra7ee.• 

There are three aourcea which give th1a 1ntormation to 

1nd1vic!uala. 'l'he7 are 1) the w1adom ot the aage•J 2) 

the word.a ot the TorahJ 3) tbe tradition which the •as•• 
received. Chorln then prooeeda to elaborate on the 

statement• ot each ot theae three aourcea with regard 

to tbe action• ot worabippera 1n the SJD&gogue 1n the 

matter ot preaerv1ng proper etiquette 1n the Houae ot 

Worship. 

•0ur aagea taught•, atatea Chor1n, •not to be dia• 

reapectruJ. when near the Temple mountJ aa. tor example, 

the Tana R. Joa• explained at the end ot Berakot in 'l'o

aetta, in th1• ~•rs R. Joa• aa14s •one doe• not ap

proach a King when wearing aackclotb. ' There la a kal -
v•\).omer 1n th1a matter. It one doea not cane before a 

King ot neab and blood dreaaed in th1a wa7, how mu.ob 

the more should one be caret'Ul or b1a dreaa when ap~oacb-

1ng the King ot K1nga, the Hol7 One bleaaed be He.• 

Reapect tor God ia not 11m1te4 to thoae people 

who worah1p the true God. But even tho•• •ho are idol

aters, ••1• Ch~r1n, are an.re ot tbe re•pect wbiob theJ 

owe their de1t7. 'l'bua. throughout all generatlona, wbere

ever one looka, whether at the true worabippera ot God 

or the worah1ppera ot ldolaa, one 1• aware ot the honor 

and respect which people show to their Creator, and to 
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the place ot worship ot their God • 

.la an additional authorit7 with regard to the im

portance ot reapect and honor 1n worab1p Chorin tull"D9 to 
~ 

the Rambam and quote• the tollowlng wordat •irbe 11ratoh1ng 

p•ieata do not aleep 1n their pr1eatl7 garment•, but 

they take tb• ott and place them under their beadla an4 

put on their own garment• and aleep on the .ground aa la 

tbe cuatm ot all tbe guardians ot the court,arda or the 

ld.nga, who do not aleep on be4a •••• An4 theretore, it la 

rorbidden tor an7 man to enter tbe ! .. ple when be la 

drunk or when be la 1mproperl7 gromed -- tbia 1• a dis

grace. Even though there ia no detlnite prol9>1t1c•n ( aa 

to correct attire) to enter 1n a abamet'ul attire S.a lack 
45 

ot respect and honor.• Prom tbe Biblical quotat:ion 
46 

"You aball tear ., aanctuarJ9 Chorln goea on tc• atate, 
.,., •• r.e•t fo.,.. 

quoting lla1mon1dea, that lll'lil£' .., the a,nagogut1 la a 

"'R···~ poa1 ti ve commandment. Sil'~ doea not conaiat c•t 

gua.rding the •J'D&gogue againat thieves or ot prott1oting 
Q. ""'' CP 

it in a pb7a1cal n7. It 1• rather a aign ot ..__. 

which man ia requ1red to show. • ••• we are ~equiretd to 

show respect to the Synagogue 1n all ••aurea ot t ;he 

honor that we accord to the palace bouaing a mort1ll 
47 

King." 

Tbe main purpose ot the S,.nag'su• waa not aaacri

tice. Tbe SJ11agogue exiated tor the individual .Te ... 

It waa a place tor the e.xpreaa1on ot bia deepest tobougbta, 
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h1a lmloat teellnga. Por 1n the SJD&gogue a Jew should 

pour out hia heart and aoul to God in pra79r and auppll-
48 

cation. In such a ap1rit waa the pra7er ot SolOBaon 
49 

made on the da7 of the dedication ot the Temple. 

The traditional dea1gnat1on of the S7ftAgogue aa 

the Beth Tetlllah waa otterecl b7 Cborln aa evidence to -----
emphaaiae the s.niportanc• ot pra7er 1D the lite or tb9 

50 
p1oua Jew. A• an indication ot tbe un1veraal qual1t7 

ot pra7er Chor1n otter• aeveral llidraab.111 to illustrate 

that the poorest aacmg men can otter pra7era •• acceptable 
51 

to God •• thoae ot tbe rich. Be rurtb8r g1fta evidence 

ot hia personal acceptance ot the uni veraal character 

ot prayer and the SJD&gogue through hla quoting and •-

pl1tication ot Iaaiah 56.71 

P '/'l;<f ;) 

_J\ I ? IJ'I~ I_:) 

r.:> r ,, , p, '" rt)~ 52 

But the ideal function ot the S7J1Agogue aa a Bouae ot 

Pra79r waa tar t'rom being realized in hla time•. according 

to the crit1c1ma or Chorin. Be waa •-r• ot un7 taulta • 

man7 deviation• tram wbat he cona14ered to be the proper 

method ot worablp. Tbeae he aought to correct. 

In the aecticma ot )l•r•t Blaaat dealing with the 

S1Jl&Sogue Chorin 1•• •• elaeirban ln thia pamphlet. 4eep17 

indebted to lla1mon14ea tor much of hi• •terial. Para

graph after paragraph conaiata ot notb1ng more than a 

quote t'rm the Rambam, with a 1entence or two ot cc:maent 

b7 Chorln. One migbt •7 that thia larg•Aacale quoting 
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1nva11datea much ot the work aa a contribution of Aaron 

Chorln. ait, on the other band, through hi• aeleot1on 

of the material wblch h• wlabecl to include, and through 

bia ccmnenta Cborln made hi• own and unique oontr1bu• 

t1on. 

Igg•ret Blaaaf 4eala at aGll8 length with the SJD•

gogue, with ita 14••1 poaition ln the Jniah rellgloua 

CClllDIUDit7, and with tbe con41tlcne prevailing therein 

conteaporaneoua with Chorln, Whlch be -• engaged in 

correcting. 

We have •lr•47 aeen tbe bigb poaltlon tbat the 

SJ11agogue occupied 1n Cborin•a conception ot the ideal 

Jewiah ocmmmit7. Be ••• the S7119aogue u the Local 

point ot all Jewiah life and therefore aaalgned a partl

cularl7 reapecttul and reverential attitude toward it. 

The etique•t• of tbe SJ11agogue -• atrict and uncQ11Pro

m1 a1ng. There were certain action• tbat a1mpl7 could 

not be done. ~here were alao other aapecta ot the 871'&• 

gogal poaition in Wblch Cborln waa 1ntereatedJ Be wu 

•-re ot the importance of the enatence of a Bouae ot 

Worabip a1apl7 aa auch. He knew that tor tb9 welfare 

of Judai• much depended on the feeling ot tbe 1n41Yl4\lal 

that be bad entree into a place apeoiall7 devoted to 

worablp and atu47. Th• coheaive etteot on Jewrr, tbe 

aplritual effect on the mlnda of 1n4iv14uala, waa brought 

about through the lllportant place of the 8J11agogue 1n 
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J'ewi•h 11te. 

Ignorance waa one ot the main cauaea ot illlproper 

worab1p. Chor1n, ~--". - - . - · . .. .. . ... - ~ ... - ~- , -• illlpr••••d 

with the widespread lack ot information on the part of 

the people with regard to oorreot religious procedure. 
~ Cl.WCI. ... 11.~+ 

In the small ccmmmltl•• al 2 ? P 7 ?' I ChorlD ... 
""~re 

men "'9millit71Dg through their lgnonnce• the ccmmandment 
~x~H'l 

ot putting ""~laci~!'i,.~7 414 not knowAwher<f to 

place the ph7laoter1 and Chorln atated categorlcall7 

that through their improper plac ... nt tbe bl•••ing which 

the7 recited waa repeated 1n vain. Their obaervanoe 

ot the ccmnandment waa lnettectual a1noe tbe7 apparentl7 

bad not been 1natruoted aa to the proper place ot tbe 
54 

teflllin. 

Katural.17, the oon4uot ·of people making u•• ot 

the SJDASogue waa an lt• ot 1ntereat to Cborin. Re• 

iterating the atat ... nta of Ma1monldea h• brogabt out 

clearl7 that the House ot Worablp la no place tor ~1-

volou• actlona. Laughter and empt7 converaatlon• do not 

belong ln the Spiagogue. Kor would Cborln allow people 

to eat or drink or pla7 gamea in the temple. PUrtber, 

to em.phaa1se the aolel7 devotional nature ot the Beth -
Tet1lla, Cborin stated that men ahould not enter 1ta 

gates on a eunab1ne7 4a7 to tlnd abade h'm tbe heat ot 

the aun. Bor, on tbe other bmld, ahould the7 ccme into 

the SJDAgogue on a raln7 da7 to t'1ncl shelter t'ram the 
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ra1n. 'l'be S~ogue could not be uaed •• a plaoe of 

buaineaa in which mcne7 waa oollected. for 51 but cbarlt7 

purpoaea or for the redemption o~ capt1Tea. Should 

the entrancea of the SJD&gogue be ao altuated aa to offer 

a abort aut for people in croaalDg trcm one part of the 

town to another, th97 were not to be uaed tor auch a 

prof•ntag purpoae. Th• SJD&gogue waa for worablp. 
57 

A bit of lenience na ahown 1'1th regard to the 

cuatc:a of Meting friend• in tbe SJU&gogue. Since it 

waa a oonvenlent location in which to meet, provision 

waa made for such uae of the Bouae of Worablp. People 

could arrange to meet tbeN, lNt the7 bad to ata7 a 
58 

while a reo1te a acr1ptura1 verae. 

All the above reatr1otiona delineating the poai

ticn of the S,ugogue 1n Jewiah lite wre tbe expreaaion 

ot Malaonld•• quoted b7 Chorln and placed b7 b1a aa ac

ceptable in b1a ref 01'111.ng work. 

After Aaron Chorln de•eloped the deacrlptlon of 

what waa to b1m the proper tone of the SJDA&ogu•, m 
proceeded to deaor1be the wa7a in which the oontempGNl'J 

practice had departed trc:a tb9 ideal. Chorln wu not 

pleaaed bJ the entrance of children into the SJD&gogue. 

He etatedt •11en ome to atu47, women ome to liaten, 

children ccme to bring r ... rd to thoae wbo bring them.• 

B7 the actiona ot the children • ithin tbe 8JDAgogu, 

the hol7 place waa deaecrated. Their laughter, thelr 
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rwmlng about, their bitting ot one another, all waa 
59 

objectionable to Chorin. 

But the poor deoorua which children brought into 

the SJD&Sogue wu not th• onl7 example of improper eti

quette with which Chorin wae concerned. Their elder• 

were juat u bad. 'l'be7 carried an lengtb7 conftrea

t1ona with no relat1onahip to the pra7era wbioh the7 

abou1d have been reoitlng. The worahippera kept no or

der, and ia4eed, ahowed no reapeot ••en wban the Torah 

waa being read. Thl• did not repreaent true worship to 
60 

the Arad rabbi. 

Chor1n waa alwa7a tond ot likening the attitude 

which the J .. 1ab people ahould po••••• toward their God 

to tbe reapeot wh1oh other people ahowed to their king. 

He waa am.zed tbat people, ••en when the7 had an ideal 

aet-up tor worablp, abould be diereapeottul, and profane 

the bolin••• ot their own worahlp. Th••• .... people, 

Cborin atated, perform action• 1n the eight ot their God 

and in Bia bol7 place that tbe7 would not dream ot doing 
61 

before an eartbl7 king. 

It waa not onl7 the action• ot people within the 

Synagogue that troubled Chor1n and caused him to write 

ao energetioall7 in condemnation ot prevalllng praotioe. 

But in bla ti•, aa to4a7, attendance waa ver,. bad. 

Quotlng the rabbi•, Chor1n stated.a •ae who li••• in 

a town where there ia a SJDASogue, and doea not attend 
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service• la to be known aa a bad neighbor.• 

It was not enough tor the reforming rabbi of 

Arad merelJ' to llat the Jll&D.7 it- which he ••• aa 

objectionable. He felt that he had to do aonlething 

about them. And be -s prepared with an actual plan 

of refo1'111ng man7 ot the practioee which were dia

pleaetng to b1a trom an aeathetic or rel1g1oua poiDt 

ot vln. Below we ahall liat aoae ot the abuaea which 

Chorln eought to ellm1nate tran the SJD&gogue and trom 

Jewish heme• aa wll1 

1) He •• dl/eatiaf1ed with the kabballatic 

pra7era which were regularl7 recited in connection with 

the blowing of the Shotar on the Be• Year and alao with 

the •ducban• and ~-m1pe bataeau•. 

2) He wished to atop the cuetan ot changing 

the name ot a aSc k person at the time ot the public 

pra7er tor bia recoverJ• It smacked to him of nper

at1t1on. And, while be recognised the importance of 

public pra7er tor the elck, be na not willing to allow 

the introduction ot the aupernature.1 into worab1p. 

3) He wlahed to elhlinate tbe "kapparotb• on 

the eve of the DaJ ot Atonement. 

4. He wlebed to do a-1 with the precaut10D8 

wbicb were •racticed bJ all devout Jews before the 

•t•Jcuta•. 
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ot Atonement -• alao objectionable to the Hungarien 

rabbi. 

6) The •a--.n knocking• on Puri.a brought too 

much l•TitJ and lack of deoorua into tbe reading of the 

meg1lla. 

7) Chor1n n.a oppoaed to the •extremel1 1n4e-

oent -'Jing of the bod7• wblle at pra79r. He would ell.a• 

inate the no1a7 o~ wb1oh acccapanied worab1p and the 

ap1tt1Dg of the worab1ppera at the llenu. 

8) Another auperat1 t1oua cuatm wbich Chorln 

wiahed to ••• done an.7 with waa the taatening of 

tal1S"'•"• on tbe w1.ndOll'8 and doora ot rocaa ot preg-
63 

nant women • 

.lroun4 18,0 Chorin -de an interesting 1nnont1cm 

in tbe practice of ••tng children. In that 7ear the 

Arad Ccmmunlt'J Council decided 1n fa•or ot a auggeation 

ot Cborln to naae both bo7a and girl• in tba SJ!l&Sogue. 

The naming -· to be done bJ' the rabbi bimaelt. .Tuat 

aa the bo7a were brought to tbe S,nagogue ror olrcnac1-

•1on and at the aaae time were gl •• t be tr DaMa, ao too 

were the girl• to appear ln the SJDASogue ror their 
~ 

naaea. 

Chor1n alao performed wedding• in the SJ11880fPle• 
65 

He began to do tbla around 1815. He probabl7 felt, 

aa *1th regard to the namSng ot ob1ldren, that the intro

duction or the ceremony 1nto tbe SJDASogue could aerw 



eeveral purpo•••• P1ret ot all, it oould identif7 tbe 

people involved with the religloua organisation. Tben, 

too, the aolemiltJ ot the ocoaaion would be heightened 

in the background ot the T•ple. ProbablJ Cborin wu 

a•re ot tbe laportance ot the -intenanoe ot tbe 8JD•

gogu e •• the tooal point ot Jewiah lite. Be eurelJ •• 

at all t1Jle• eonoerned with -king it more meaningtul 

through heightened beaut7 ot aerTicea, and more accept

able through reinterpretation ot outmoded or ill-uaecl 

practice• oonneoted with it. 

Barebea4edn••• 

One ot tbe -.in conoerna ot Iggeret Blaaat i• 

the •tter ot bareheadlldn•••· The queation ot wearing 

a bat while pra71ng •• a baeic and intriguing problem 

to Cborin, and he deToted a great deal ot apae• to the 

question in thl• work. 

Iggeret Blaaat •• a paeud1ptgrapb1oal work, 

Cborin writing under the name ot an .llgorlan rabbl. 

The Algerian rabbi, the tlgment ot Cborill'• 1maglnatloa, 

did a good deal ot traveling. .lnd in tbe oourae ot one 

ot bl• imagln&rf trip• be came to a oltJ oa the border 

ot Bung&rJ. Sino• be wlahed to leave the Auatro-Hungarian 

empire to enter the land ot tbe Sultan ot TarkeJ be 

•• required to go betore th• llllgiatrate ot the -.11 oltJ 



to obtain hia permla•lon. One ot the local 1nbab1t1anta 
66 

acccmpanied b1m• •lnce Cborln waa a stranger. 

Chorln relate• that when the two ot them camie to 

the door ot the antechamber before the palace or tble local 

maglatrate, tbe man accmpan71ng b1m ~ved hi• ba·t an4 

lnatructed b1m to do llkewlae. Chorln aaked the re1aaon. 

He waa tole! tbat no one could c~ before tbe magla·trate 

with hie bead covered. At thl• point Chorin began ·to 

think to himaelt. Bo• •trans• it •• tbat there ah1ould 

be auch a vars.mice ln cuatoa between d1tterent 16ca:lltl••· 

In Aa1at1c land•• when a an Wlahed to ahow bl• rea:pect 

he left hi• bat on b1• head. Here, 1n Bu.rope. 1t 1r1aa 

mandatorJ that tbe hat be removed it the magl1trate •• 

not to be insulted. Then he thought ot tbe advice tOf 

the rabbi at .,1 I 0 I" J ? f f ,1 lc...J' '\ i\ r ..... r.f'-t 
67. r 

~ -)).J ,tr .5) I .rl '° ~ I c. ,"JJ e.J I )' J (. 

Cborin followed the example ot the man who 1r1aa 

witb b1a and removed hi• hat before entering the ha:ll. 

Showing the ott1c1al hia papera, Cborln •• given t lbe 
168 

nece••at97 clearance. abd •• allowed to go hia wa7. 

Tbe event bad a a1gn1t1cant etteot on Charin. 

It brought heme to him tor the tirat t!ae 1n concre·te 

manner the adjuatmenta that tbe exile neoeaaar1l7 t iorced 

upon the Jewiab people. It ahould not be derived t lbat 

up to the time ot tbi• experience Chorln •• nal ve ito 

the ccaproml••• that were nece•••t"J tor people who 11"94 
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1n other•' land•. Cborln began to feel tbat tbe ezjll• 

bad a deflD1te etfeot on tbe laok of apiritual well•• 
69 

belng in tbe SJDAaoSU•• 

'l'b•re •e-4 to be, to Cborin, a certain inoc:m• 

•i•t•nc7 in th• outcm of ftaring a bat wltblD tbe 

S7Jl&Sogu•. It w.a worn to denote a •en•• ot re•pec1~. 

But, rea•oned the .lrad rabbi, it it i• cont-poranem1.• 

cu1tca to •bow re•pect b7 r.aoving tbe bat ( •• waa clone 

1n tbe ca•• of tb9 Algerian rabbi when ba atood betc>re 

a local -ai•trat•) then wb.7 •bould not aod•rn cu1tc• 

be applicable with regard to the practice within tbA• 

S7J1A8oSU•• 

To bl• opponent•, to tboae who cried a 9BeboJL4, 

a man ba1 ccme t'ram aero•• the •ea who would tore• 1u to 

beccme renegade•, tore• u1 to tranagrea1 th• tlr•t ]Law 
71 

set in tbe Stml\a&D .lftk• • Chorln .-.aote4 a re1ponala ot 

Solamon Luria (16th centur,) •wtio rebuke• bl• cont•1POr

ariee tor pa71.ng no attention to the Talmudic prohibition 

against walking tour cublt1 ln an erect po11tlon a1 a 

attitude ot lnaolenoe, while the7 are v•rr punotilit:naa 1n 

regard. to the lnjunctlon to keep tu bead oonre4, 11blcb 

arter all la not a law, but a .. re cu1tca. • (Ct. .r .. rt1b 

Bnc7clopedia, Vol. II, P• 532) He al10 ll&cle u1e or a

otbAlr atat•ent ot Solcaon Luria in Igeret Blaut, qgot-

inga ,., Pl~ ,r111ct ,1r:tP lcb,, 1·R11 ..}U'>'?r?r il)')ff~ "' 12 

'i'' ,.I,}. (, " I ~CU/I J)/f,O I I 'iJ 
Tbat tbl• wa1 1n onl7 one peou1J ar ln1t:ance and 11114ctr 



-51-

rather unusual clrcwutanoe• did not appear to weaken 

the logic of b1a caae to Chor1n. Be wae able to adduce 

turtber proof directl7 tram the Talmud to abow that it 

la pel'ldaa1ble to alt or atand 1n the SJDASosu• without 

narlng a bat. However, even th1a liberal aource prob1-

7' bited th• recitation of pra7era while bareheaded. 
74 

In Stml.~ A1'Uk Ora~ vanta a rabbi argued that 

e1noe the gentile• removed the bat to abo• reapect th1a 

le an excellent reaaon tor the Je••' not dolng ao. To 

buttreaa b1a argument he quot•• the Biblical ver••t 

• ••• neither aball JOU walk 1n their atatutee•. 
75 

Chorin waa unimpreaeed b7 th1a an4 atate4t 
{' 76 \..JfV Yp' _f\p /L:;} ))J }) ,~ 1 '1? )fl ' ~ ? ')11 ~ J ? .:) Q, '°~ j\ \ 

Chorin held that the rabbi bad m1e1nterpreted the Levi• 

tical verae conta1ntng the prohibition againat tollowlng 

the cuatcm ot the non-Jewa and atated fliwl.ya 

)1'/r' l f\ /t- f'i Gf( li e ~ I?.:> p1Qir1 f 1Q. f i Q. J> l 77 

De•plte the tact that Iggeret Blaaat deala with 

the problem ot bareheadedneaa in such ccmplete detail 

and with euch firm conviction on the part ot the author, 

the concluaiona that Chorln 1• able to derive t'rca h1a 

Talmudic eourcea are not at all convinclng. Though he 1• 

able to d-onetrate that the Talmud S-Nltted •n to ataDll 

or alt 1n the SJD&Sosu• without wearing bate, be la un

able to prove that the7 are peraltted to recite pra79ra 

1n lithe S7!!!1op• while bareheaded. 'l'be cloaeet that be 

" 
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dlcated that in hie time• and ln bla count17 lt na tbe 

practice to abow reapect b7 removing tbe bat. Tble, 

bowever, •• not enough, tor be bad to abow that lt •• 

pendaalble to remow tbe bat while at pra7er. The onl7 

argument be 1• able to find tor tbla ia the atat .. ent 

pertaining to praJlng wblle 111 at night. Cborln ia able 

to demonatrate tbat lt la peftliaa1ble to atand or alt 

1n the SJmgogue wblle bareheaded. But he ia unable to 

pro\'• conclu.lvel7 bJ aeane of bi• 'r•lmldic derivation 

that praJing ln the SJDagogue while bareheaded 1• to be 

allowed bf tra41t1onal ludai ... 

It aboul.4 not be felt, however, that Chorin•a 

ettorta to legitimatise barebeadedneaa were a ce11plete 

ta1lure. Undoubtedl7 bla new 14eaa on tbe aubjeot bad 

their lntluenoe on oontempora17 tbought. Bven lt the7 

were not ccapletel7 log1call7 accepta-le tbe7 marked a 

development trca the prevailing point ot vi-. Cborin 

bad acaethlng to otter 1n bla approach to tbla probl-. 

Jtavana 

There were other itema or intereat to Aaron 

Cborin in tbe cuatma ot pra7er and llturgf ot bia time. 

He na dealroua of developing aD4 .. pl1f'J1ng, wbll• at 

the eaae time correcting, enating con41t1ona. Cborln 

••• v1tall7 concerned with tbe preMrntlon ot 1deaa and 



-54-

and cuatcm. which be felt were lndiapenaable even to a 

modern lnterpretatlan ot Judal•. Thia le a notewortbJ 

tacts merel7 because a man beccmee claaaltied. •• a 

Ref oraer doe• not mean that be la 4ealroue ot changing 

ever,.thlng to oontmm with hie ldeaa. It i• quite con

ceivable tba~ a Reformer aeea qualltle• ln the old which 

be reprda •• being worth7 ot a re-emphaala. Thia 

Chorln apparentl7 felt man7 t1mea. 

He waa lntereeted. 1n the cuatcm ot atandlng while 
79 

at pra7er, and with the cuatcma ot taclng the Temple ln 
8o 

Jeruaalem while praJ'1ng. Standing at pra1er wae import-

ant to hln beoauae it laparted to the worehlpper an added 

aenae ot reverence. Standing made tor greater kavana 

during worahip and waa therefore deelrable. Cborln 

agl"9e4 wltb Ma1monldea 1n hie deelgnatlon ot the ln

etancea when a man dld not have to atand while praJ'lng. 

Scme ot tbeae were while riding 1n a wagon, ea111ng on a 

1hip, or while riding a horae or d onke7. The pro•1a1on 

la made, however, that 1t a man 1• able to atand even 

when be la 1n one ot these poaltlona, be should do ao. 

The same general principle held 1n the matter ot facing 

Jeruaa1... In acme lnatancea, when it waa an 1nconY911• 
81 

lence, lt waa not required to face 1n ttat 41rect1cm. 

Chorln went farther than the Rambam 1n hie lnter

preta tlan ot atandlng while at praJ9r. '?here wae cme 

reaaon tor pra7Sng while standing. Tba t waa to gl ve greater 

• 
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kaftDa to tbe praJ9r• It. reaeoned Chorln. one etanda 

while pra71ng tor the purpoae ot greater kavana then 

the important thing about tbe act la the kavana and not 

the atanding. The attalnaent ot kaTa.Da bee... tbe -1n 

taotor involwd. Slnoe it waa all 1aportant. what d1t• 

tereace did 1t make how it na attained. It it o- to 

a man wbll• be la atancUng and pra)1.ng. tbat ia good. 

But it, an the other band, he oan achieve the .... de

gree ot kavana wbll• re•lning aeate4 wh'J ahould be force 

himaelt to 1tanctT 
82 

'q, ft i' ' " l1 tc.r,( ) r' ~.,,e.,. ,.1-,) 1c.r 
)) ~ ~J)il .AJll:>? fJ8J» G@er1 .J) / G5>l Qd.J;) Q 1 ~ J) 

The attention that Chor1D paid to kavana 11 d•on

atra ted in h11 attitude toward the qualit7 ot voice uaed 

b7 an individual wbll• pra'Jlng. He wa1 acquainted with 
84 

the Ma1monldean prinolple ot not praJing in a loud voice. 

LJ) } ~_J)? f fl p >11 C> ~ 1 Jc. (85 
'l'h1a attitude •• ezpreaaed 

turt11e... ,)) Pi/6 u c1) ff M , ) )) [flf?u>,, , r. i' ,. , ,,,y j\ f _:, 
p 1) pCn 1td~.JI ' with regard to the pr1eat1 ot Baal 

<I King• 1a.2a>a ~ \ .:>e;V_J 1 ? ~1LJJ 11 (,~c (,p::> /lc.l p11 
In mapl1t1oatlon ot bta attltud• ~"With regard to tbe s.
portance ot kavana 1n pra7er Chorl• .. d• th• tollOlrlng 

coaaent OD the atatemeDt 1n Talmud Yel"Qabel•t ocmce~7 
prapng OD Roab Haabana and Yem Kip~ 1n a loud volcea 

88 
1 ~ ~ pr; j\ f Ir/ 'I <JJ.4 -,"\?1<1.J' 'ti• f-)) fl ' f>( f bvana wa1 tbe 

')"./\/' .;11.::> 
moat important a1pect ot all pr&J9 , the ultlaate ot wor-

ahlp. 
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A• atand1ng whll• pra71ng. aa tac1ng Jerusal•• 

•• reciting the pra7era in the properl7 modulated vole• 

contributed to tbe kavana ot thr worahipper. ao too did 

'i;i'l89
bave an laportant ettect on. the trame ot mind ot 

tbe individual engaged 1n worah1p. Cborln agreed with 

lla1monidea who preacrlbed tlve bowi.nga ot the bead. 
bo vvi"':t. 

Chorin felt the need of k'.&.- in rendering the ap1r1t 

of a man suitable for pra71ng 1'1.tbl kavana. 
90 

Tbe aov~t• ot the llmba of the bod7. the poa1-

t1 on ot the band• and ieet • the ap1pearance of the lndl

vidual. bla stance. and bla inner devotion all were re

garded b7 Chorln aa being 1.Jmlenael.7 laportant aapecta 

ot the devotional lite ot the Jew. A man must cona1der 

hie appearance and bia bearln8 wb.1111 be pra7ed. aa though 

be were standing before an eartbl.Jr king. Therefore• 

the arrangement and order or the i~l&ce or pra19r. the 

appearance of bla garment•. waa 1D1portant. ait. juat aa 

Chorin felt that great care must l>e taken 1.D attention 

to theae matter ao did he feel tblLt there should atlll 

be left lattitude in the atrict observance ot law. 

Chorin waa opposed to the eatabli1tb9ent ot atr1ct and 

comprehenai ve laws pertaining to t;he minutiae of prepa

ration ot the individual or the cc11111un1t7 for worab1p • 
• 

He believed that each 11 tat•• each cmmnmi t7, could baye 
91 

.i ta own proper method ot pertorm.u1ce o~ pra19r. Here 

we are able to recognise bla reapttct ot cuatm, of local 
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uaage aa a meana correct procedure. 

Quoting the basal be atatea t /~ p 9 '' 
o v.J ti ,1 •92 -

,1Je I r,, 

Liturgical Retorma 

Aaron Cborin'• interest in pra~r did not 11.mlt 

ltaelt to the a11tward maniteatatlcma ot metboda ot wor

ship. He waa concerned with tar more than the DWDber of 

tlmea a man bowed hla bead during the aervicea, or whe• 

ther the p~lacterlea were in their proper poaltlon, or 

the voice of the worab1pper properly modulated. Chorln 

wa1 intereated 1n tbe 4evelo:saent ot the lltur87 1teelt. 

We bave ahown above how change• were 1ntro4uced 

into the preva111Dg 11turs7 by emne ot the early Retorm

era. We have aleo aeen how th•J' were accepted. Let ua 

now br1etl7 surv97 aome ot Chorln' 1 work 1D add.lng to 

the developaent ot a Reform 11tur87• 

On• ot the tir1t aceanpllsbmenta of Chorln in 

Arad waa the compoaltion ot S•llcboth tor the eve ot 

the New ·Moon ot Adar. In 180' Cborln, dlatiatiecl with 

the regulation• of the Cbevra ltaddlab decided to do 

eanethlng to reotity an unaatlatacto~ situation. 'l'be 

atat't.tea of the Burial Soelet7 ot Arad provided for the 

recitation ot the entire Book ot Paalma after the morning 

service tor the Adar New Koon. Thia ne an annoyance not 



onl7 to Chorln. but alao to the entire J'ewSa h caammlt7 
9, 

because of the exceaa1ve prolongation of the aerY1oea. 

Chorin knew tbat it would not do tor him aillpl7 

to aet aalde the ouatcm or the local bu.rla1 aoc1et7 

without subatltutlng acaetblng tor the Paalma. So he 

compoaed pra7era ot repentance which referred to the 

kind oftlcea or the cC1111DW1it7. and dealt alao with the 

doctrine of iJlmortalitJ. Tbeae Selichot were published 
94 

in printed form 1n Oten in 1819. 

Before the piblioat1on ot the Sel1chot Chorln 

published an ••••7 which juati~ed hla elimlnation ot 

addition• tram the aervlc••• XiD&t baB:met ••• publiahed 

1n 1818. In thia puaphlet be bro~ht torth proof trm 

the Bible •• .. 11 •• the Talmud to ahcnr that he na juatl

tled 1n hia campoa1t1on of Sel1chot. Indeed, atatea the 

eaaa7, lt la not onl7 pel'llltted. but even a dut7 to 

cleanae the pra7era trm umrorth7 addltlma and to oom-

poae them, in ae111e circum.atancea, in the vernacular. 
95 

The belief bJ Chorln tbat the vernacular ba4 a 

place to pla7 1n the recitation or pra7era na illuatra

ted 1n 1827 b7 an illportant innovation ot hla 1n the 11-

turg. In that 7ear Chorln began to give the pra7er tor 

tb9 X1ng and Fatherland ln German. He baaed hla rlgbt 
96 

to do ao on Talmudic proota adduced 1n nnat baBMt. 

Chorln waa 1ntereated in the ao-called Hamburger 

Cultua and thia 1Dtereat la llluatrated ln a letter Whlch 
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he wrote in 1842 with regard to innovations which he bad 

made or was preparing to make in the 11turg. He wrote 

at that times •t have written a pamphlet on the order 

ot the SJll&gogue, and the liturg1 and the da11J' pra7era 

which I ma7 publish under the t1 tle Sbaare Zedek. I 

have added notblng concernlng th.e sabbath and the holi

days because I hope to get to the point of introducing 

the Hamburger CUltua. However, 1~ hi• will take aome 
97 

time since we lack the pra7erbooka and bJlllDals.• 

In Iggeret Blaaat Cbor1n went into aome detail 

in a deacriptioA ot the correct wa1 ot reciting the 

morning pra7era. !le waa concern:ed with the n1cetiea ot 

their reel tation. The Cantor had to be a mn who waa 

genuinel7 devoted to hia work1 i\ () )3 pnf'(I pf') 1~/c. 
~ r' '"" U;\ '// 'Ji ( fl ~ ( '' H 98

: Th• pra7era bad to 

be recited properl7, each word p~onounced with care. 

The aerv1ce waa to be dignified and lmpreaei ve, exp.rea

a1 ve ot the true devotion ot the worabippera. Chorin 

would have liked to bave seen tbe pra7era recited 'bJ' 

the congregation in uniaon repea.ted together aa though 
. 99 

one voice were reciting. 

We have seen brietl7 the etreot that the idea• 

ot Chor1n bad on the liturg ot hi• time, not onl7 with 

regard to actual changes 1n pra1·era, but 1n respect to 

the ph7a1cal oonditiona obtalni!Jg 1n the SJDagogue. Ou 

ot the dom.1nating ideas behind t:hia rabbi'• work waa tbat 
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ot mak1ng Judaism more meaningful to ita people. He 

nnted to g1 ve hie religion more popular appeal. And 

one ot the wa7a which Chor1n believed in to accomplish 

tb11 end waa a more impreaa1ve religious service. He 

con1tantl7 tulmlnated againat uglineas and lack ot 

reverence in the Teaple. 

When the Arad rabbi wrote vehementl7 and ain

cerel7 1n opposition to prevailing practice 11b1ch to 

him spoiled the me•ntng and the dignity ot the SJDA

gogu.e, be demonstrated bla conviction that 1n the 1mprea• 

aiveneaa ot the rel1g1oua aervioe la7 much or the 1napir

at1on tbat Judaism waa able to otter its people. And 

when he eliainatecl part• ot the pra7era which lengthen

ed without adding meaning to the aervice, be waa ex

preaaing in another wa7 b11 desire to make bla religion 

moat •antngtul to the 11 vea ot bla people. The uae ot 

the vernacular, a1mplit1cation when neceaaal"f. beaut7. 

and dign1t7, all added to the elevation ot cont•poral"J 

Judaism to a much higher plane. Chor1n ••• the need 

tor the aeathet1c and the beautltul aa a me1Ul8 of devel

oping and mirturing latent religious im.pQlaea 1n bia 

people. He also was aware that the tediou.a, the caapll

cated. and the 1ncomprebenaible detracted tram the rell

gioua experience of the individual. 

There waa another !mportant principle that guidec! 

Chorin in hie attempts to render the ltturn an4 methoda 



-61-

or worabip more acceptable. That na hia compelling 

de•ire to adJu•t ideas and praoticea to their timea. 

Chorin wanted to aee tb1Dga 1n consonance. He wanted to 

aee barmon7. Let us not. however, gather r r om thia wish 

to adjust that Cborln would have liked to aee all reli

gious praotia1 atrlctl7 regimented. H• dld not have the 

temperament or a dictator. He wae a man who liked to 

aee growth and developaent. a man to wbca a atatlc con

dition waa an unhealthy condition. He wa• aware that 

Judaiam bad deYeloped 1n the pa.at. He could not accept 

unchangeable principle• tor the preaent. 

In thi• trame ot m1nd did Aaron Chorin appraoch 

the liturgJ' and th• liturgical practic•• or hi• people. 

and with a a1m1lar attitude dld be make bl• contribu

tions to their growth and development. (Ct. 6la tor ad

ditional liturgical material) 

!!!.!, Organ 

Instrumental muaic in religious ael'Ticea atopped, 

ot course, with the destruction or the T•ple, It 

ceaaed aa a token of mourning tor the tall of Jeruaalem 

and the Temple. Although prohibited in the SJDAgogue 

during regular religious services, tbe organ waa never

thel••• uaed on occaaion. At the time of a wedding the 

Sbul\a&Jl Aruk allows non-Jewa to plaJ mualoal lnatru.ent• 

at nddinga on tbe Sabbath ot the Sabbath or the nek 
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In addition to the retorma cited above Chorin eug

ge•ted the tollcnrlng outline ot the Mol"lllng aervioe ill bi• 

Iggeret Blaaat • PP• 33b-35b• 

He began the aervice with Baruch aheaaar which wu 

recited b7 the cantor and repeated b7 the congregation. 

The cantor then read 111aor letho4a with the congregation. 

followed b7 Paallla 145-150. ('l'be Aabre and Ballelup) 

Thi• wae followed b7 baruoh a4onai leolaa (cantor and con

gregation) waJ!!!!ch dawid (cantor and congregation) an4 

pahtabbah• which w.a read b7 the cantor aloud. the congre

gation reciting it qu1etl7. 'l'he Xadd1ah wae then recited 

followed b7 the barecbu.. the 7otur. tba keduaha d•J!ahava. 

which ... read together. Bar11ch kevod adonai llillk•o waa 

read together followed bf baruch bu. u•w.ruch ah•ao read b7 -- --
the congregation. The aecond bleaeing of the Sheaa (Abava) 

... then read. with the congregation reciting v•keravtamt leahlll-

2 b!gadol aloud. The Sb- wae read togetbar a• were lta 

closing benedictlona. Thia -• followed b7 ~ cuaocba. which 

... read together followed b7 Shira badaaba wblch waa read 'b7 
the cantor himeelf up to the word• adonal 7Saloch leolall !!!! 
wb1.ch wae read together. The Amid& wae then rec1ted. !119 

ttedueha -• recited 1n the third benediction. Pollcnrlng tbe 

Alllda, ttaddlah waa reel ted followed b7 !.!!!! ratma (Tabamm) 

followed b7 another recitation of ltaddi•h. 'l'b1a concluded 

Chorln'• arrangeaent or the morning aenlce u preaented 1n 

hie Iggeret Blaaaf. 
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in which the wedding occura. 

On Sbabuoth, June 14, 1815, Iarael Jacobaon 1ntro-

4ucecl the aodern organ u part ot the regular worah1p. 

Hi• action brought about a great atorm ot proteat, and 

ao loud and atrong did the controvera7 beccae, and ao 

inaiatent were the Orthodox ot the ccmnunit7, that the 

Temple was clo•e4 b7 order ot Frederiok William III on 

the ground• that auch action was •detriaental to the ••-
101 

tabl1abed right• ot the Jewiah Ctmroh•. Th• Teaple 

ot Jacobaon waa cloaed Dec•ber 6, 1815, but tbe propo

nent• ot Retona and the uae of the organ were not to be 

denied. On October l.8,1818; tbe7 aucceeded 1n dedicating 

their tirat T .. ple at BambQrg where the7 bad a tine or-
102 

gan and emplo7ed a non-Jewi•h organiat. 

Aaron Cbor1n waa 1n tavor ot the use ot the organ 

in connection with religioua worship becauae be felt it 
103 

would beauti1'J the service. Hie ettorta to place the 

organ in the SJnagogue came much later than the original 

att•pts, tor it waa not until 1839 that he expreaae4 

himaelt' ott1c1all7 on the aubject. In that 7ear, during 

a Sabbath Sbekaltm aermon, be mentioned that be would 

raiae no objections to the purohaae ot an organ and to 
104 

the emploJ119nt ot a Jewiab organiat. 

On Februar,. 23, 1839, he wrote1 •Thia propoal

tion (concerning the purcbaae ot the organ) deaerTea 



apec1al attention tor econam1c reaaona •••• Onl.J wealth7 

ccmmmit1ea can emplo7 ain.gera. Wbat ••• will bappen 1n 

amall•r and poorer ccmmun1t1••••••It ia more practical 

and eaeier to introduce aiapl• aonga 1n banlon7 with 

the pealme to organ acoompanlment. To begin with, moatl7 

7outh must participate in the einging; later on, the 
105 

whole comnmlt7 will do ao.• 

Chorln etate4 bla poai tion •i th regard to tbe 

pla71ng ot the organ on the S&bbatb aa tollona •n
read7 the Toaat'iata declared tlaat the prohibition con

cernlDg the uee ot muaical 1natrumente on the Sabbath 

and holidaJ• 1• llalted to Talmudic ts.mea. For, in 

tho•• timea, m.n7 were trained 1n the production an4 

repair of muaioal 1natruaenta. Thia tact prcapted the 

tear tbat plaJlng ot llU8ioal lnatrumenta (which in itaelt 

doea not conat1tute a Tiolation ot the S&bbath) might 

lead to the •ktna or repair ot mualoal lnetrmaent• and 

tbereb7 attord the opportunlt7 ot violating the Sabbath • 

••• Moreover, the principle ot precautionar, proh1b1t10D8 

concerning the Sabbath baa no validit7 1n the Temple ot 

Jeruaalea ( Q, • pr" ? ..Jll r=>i f '" ) abould alao be 

applied to the S,nagogue service lna1111Ncb aa tbe T1gllanoe 

ot the religioua author1t1ea guarantee• now juat aa mioh 

respect ot the Sabbath la•• •• the Tigllance ot the prleata 

1n the Temple ot Jeruaale• did in former da7a. • 

•Indeed, R. Mordecai b. Hillel (d. 1~10) reg&l'de4 
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it pel'lll••ible to pra7 at oan41.e light on the Daf of 

Atonement beoauae the apeoial aolemnit7 ot that cl&J' 

obviate• preoautianar,. rul••· (On ord1n&rf Sabbatba 

it i• forbidden to read at the light ot candle• in or

der that a man aboul4 not be tempted to turn the wlok 

to ..ice better light). 

•If the religi oua aervio• can be -4• more upl1tt-

1ng. the aole11111t7 ot the SJDA8ogu• on everi Sabbath 

will aurtice to prevent rlolationa. Tberetore. precau

ticm&rJ aeawrea conceming the pla71ng ot musical 

1natl"Wll9nta 1n the SJD&gogue are unnece••&l'J• F1nall7• 

it ia notewortb.7 tb&t R. Iaaao Altaai permitted the 

blowing ot the Sbotar eftn when the Be• Year tell on a 

Sabbath. becauae be believed tbat the Tig1lance of the 
106 

rel1g1oua autborut7 can preyent tranagreaaiona.• 

Chor1n. 1n bia 4ea1re tor tbe introduction ot 

the organ. dittere4 trca acme ot tboae wbo peeoe4e4 bla. 

Be wanted to bave a Jewlab organlat. Thia la quite a 

•1gnlt1cant variation tram the plana ot otber retormera. 

lfo Chorln tbe organ•a poaition 1n the SJDagogue wa• 

aolel7 a method ot beautitJing tbe aervlce at the loweat 

poaaible price. Bia waa no -••lllanoe with non-.Tewlab 

practice. Be wanted a Jewiah organiat because be be

lieved there waa no breaklng ot the Sabbath involn4 in 

pla71ng the organ. And be ••• no reaaon tor appeaa1Dg 

an7 el .. •nt ot people wblob might accept an organ tor 



aesthetic purpo••• but reject one becauae ot religloua 

ditticultiea. Aln7e trylag to add more •aning to th• 

aenice, to heighten it• beaut7, to make it llON !apres

aive, Chorln toUDd the organ a read7 meana or acocmpllsh-

1.ng the•• purpo•••• JU.atlf71.ng hi• uae on technical 

ground•, the Arad rabbi •• able to deaonatrate to hi• 

own, and to others• aat1atact1on, that the uae ot the 

organ waa acceptable even to traditional Judaim. 

Th• Sabbath 

Crltioal ot the looae Sabbath obaerYance which 

be .found ••!-~•!llf!P~~-~~~~~l~lliiis~'iu!i!~D~, .Aaron Cborln 

atill bad 1deaa pertaining to the mo4lt1oat1on ot acme 

o.t the rigorou• obaervaao• ot the da7. In Igeret !!
.... .r be condemned the tallure ot people to keep the -
Sabbath. Inatead ot attending their SJD&gogues on the 

Sab-.,b 1m17 people uaed the da7 •• an opportunit:J tor 

n••lrJ and enJo,..nt. Such aploJlllent ot the da7 ot 
108 

nat •• as evil 1n the e78a ot Chorin •• work ltaelt. 

In is;o a question waa put to b1a ••king whether 

he would tavor the auggeation to obaerve the Sabbath 

on SUnd•J• Thia auggeatlon •• rejected. categor1oall7 
109 

bJ Cborin. He took the opportum.•1 which •• gl ven 

to b1m at tbe time to e.xpre•• blmaelt on acme other ••

pecte ot Sabbath observance. Be wa, be atated, 1n taYor 
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ot an attenuation ot tbe rigor ot the Sabbath laws with 

regard to travelling and tbe writing ot non-Hebraic 

lettera. These two deviationa tram the accepted •o4• 
ot Sabbath worablp were propoaed ~ Chorin becauae ot 

the t•porarJ ocm4itiona wbioh aade it eztreael7 d1tt1-

cult tor men to retrain trca r141ng and writing on the 
110 

Sabbath. 

In b1a Ju•titicatlon ot trawlllng on the Sabbath 

Chor1n. made uae, once again, ot Ta1-ad.1c aourcea. Be 

ezam1ned oaretul.17 tm ~7 arguMDta oonoern1ng the 

aubject. And, beoauae ot tbe conatructicm ot railroad 

cars he waa able to deduce pelWiaaion tor travelling on 

that da7. Tbe Talmud leave• undecided the question ot 

whether lt la pera1aaible to trawl 1n a structure ten 

al'IU widtba above the earth. All railroad coachea are 

elevated at leaat ten arma width• above the earth. 

S1noe thia la ao, and alnce the Sabbath 11mlt la not a 

Pentateucbal, but a Talmu41c institution, a deo1a1on 

muat be made ln favor ot rldlng on the sabbath. Tb.la 

muat be the caae alao because in a caae ot doubt rabbln-

1 c la•• are interpreted with a view toward len1.eno7, to 

permlt the act in queation. Chorln added, IM•••••, 
c...O '-' I cl """ ~ ~ ., l h e 

that travellers •aet aot lea ye _t))e_ t"1.n (·mi •r, em 
vo 11d1.1 c.ro ..- o..I i ~t-ea-;-~<C>o .,...cl in(\ _,.,, t"ke i ..,. n e e • 
~ll•t •e •e ilt) lf •hli• tea•I" .. ,, .. l•r '•7• .. t~• 

111 , 1·0 
'S8il4# 'tJ l' ' ' • I .&q.: 

Chor1n also made uae ot a atat .. ent ot Rabbi 
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Jacob b. llelr T• (tbe grand.eon ot Raehl) in connection 

with hie proot that Sabbath travel w.e permiee1ble. R. 

Jacob b. lle1r Tam •tated that journe7e tor the parpoae 

ot leg1t1.ma~e bu.•ill••• or •1•1t. ot a tr1eD4 poaaeaaed 

rel1g1oua a1gn1t1canoe. He turtber atated tbat tb1• 

rullng abould be conaidered ••peo1all7 1n cont .. pora17 
112 

t1mee when maktng a living -• •o d1ft1cult. 

Chorln w.e moderate in bl• ett'ort• to bring re• 

forms into tbe tradltional ob••r~oe. He preferred 

to change cml7 when there w.a actual need or change, 

and when lack ot the new and preaer.tion ot the old 

made tor bardeh1p. It w.e Cborill'• dealre to preeerve 

the eanotit7 of tbe Sabbath. He •••, howe•er, tm.t 11" 

rerorms were not •de no part or Sabbath obaerftllce would 

be aate f'rom la.proper obaervance. He preferred to make 

euch conceaa1one •• were nec••a&r7 to enable tbe reten

tion ot much that might otherwise be loet. 

The bumlle nature ot Cborln 1• 1lluatrate4 1n no 

better n7 than through a nggeeted retol'm ot hie with 

reepect to the length of time involved in mOUl'Dlag. 

It w.e cuatom&rJ in the time ot Chorln tor burl• 

ala to take place emetiJI•• two or even three da7• after 

death. Thi• waa poea1ble beoauae there wre no eanlta-
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tion la•• ordering 1-wdiate burial or •balmlng or tbe 

4ead. Mourning ouatcmaril7 began atter intement. 

Tbua, it _,. be aeen, tbat the mourning period. oould be 

conalderabl7 lengthened, aantlmea laating ten da7a or 

even more. 

Chorin explained that it waa poaaible tor• the 

period ot mourning to be leaaene4 without doing Yiolenoe 

to &nJ' la••· According to the T•l•d the t1.llle 1'or 

mourning begin• aa aoon aa the corpae i• ooTe!'Ml w1 th 

th• golal. Raab1 expla1na the golal aa the covetr ot the 

cott1n. Chorin quoted 1a11•nSdea •• aa7ing1 .,locor4ing 

to Ra•h•:t• explanation, the time tor mourning b••gina ae 

aoon ae the corpae ia placed in the oottin in tbe houae 

ot the mournere, and when the cover ia nailed t4> the 

oottin •••• " 
113 

The method. ot ahortening the period ot a.1>urnlng 

1• thua quite a1lllple . .ltter the cuatomal')' waa~lng, the 

corpae ie placed in the cort1n on the aaae da7 iaa 4eath 

took place. The time ot mourning 1m7, theretol'll, begin 
114 

trom the da7 or death. 

We make mention or tbia retona ot Cborin'• aa bat 

another eample or the aenaible wa7 1n which be went 

about making contempol'al'J' Ju4a1a •ore acceptable and 

more in barmon7 with 1ta timee. Once again, tb.rougb tbe 

uae ot traditional •ter1al, be waa able to de•·•lop a 

new practice, welccae,indee4, to hi• people. 



Chorin bad llON to otter than cr1ticiam to a 

retol"ll ot the con41t1on• which be conaidered remediable. 

Ee poeaeeeed a etrong belief 1n tbe eft1cac7 ot an or

ganiution to achieve through united expreaeion and un

deratandlng what hi• own a1ng~•, aall voice waa unable 

to accaapliab. Cborln kn .. and appreciated the 1apora• 

ance of organ1ut1cna and ot organized power. He had 

been able to experience pereonall7 the result• ot a 

un1t1e4 oppoeltion. He, theretore, newed a united 

ettert with reapect. 

In hi• Pamphlet Yeled Zekull1m Chorln devoted 

cona1derabl• attention to the formation of a SJDod• 

Up to that time onl7 a t .. indlTic!ual• bad taken the 

lnt1tat1ve in the reforaa. Ot tbeae not all were omn

petent, and mu.ch contualon bad been oauaed bJ tbe beat 

intentioned aotiona. •some", aa1d Chor1n, •produced 

theorlea that do violence to the Jl.ou• heart and bore 

harmful f:ru.lta. For the abolition of old tol'ld and 

cuatmna that are not replaced b7 better onea can never 
115 

lead to order, but rather cauee anarch7.• 

Chorin felt that the general excitement and 

thought ot the time produced a few good 1deaa that had 

taken root 1n proper aoll and even developed into pro-
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miaing Chang••· Many COlllllUJlit1ea created in•titutiona 

tor the education ot their 7outh, and eetabli•bed t-

plee •bere the ael"T1cea were conducted with dign1t7 and 

propriet7. But tor the va•t major1t7 little bad been 

accompl1ahed. "Thia majori.t7 needa an authorit,., a 

central rel1g1oua bodJ' that can make the ettorta ot 

individual• into acmetbing total and general. For 

without thla, there can be no final and redeem21lg re-
116 

tol'Bl.• 

Chor1n felt that unleaa the great -•sea ot 

Jewa realized tbe OClllJ)8111ng neceaalt7 ot ceremonial 

reform, or were made to reA1se that neceea1t7, that 

all the attempt• at retora would ultillatel7 be on17 

deatructive. Tbe great maeaea or Jewa bad to be made 

to know that ceremonial retonua were neceaa•l'J' tor 

the maintenance or the eaeenoe ot Juda1mn, and tor the 

adaptation or Juda1am to existing condition• in aoc1et7. 

To acocmpl1ah tb1a, to reeducate and trul7 re1'ora, a 

great many prejudice• bad to be overcome. Thi• could 

not be acccmpllabed by contempt tor tbe old or tbl"oQgh 

a belittling ot old ou•toa. It la vel'J' ea•y to tear 

down. To oonatruct a 1'1l'Bl and laatlng toundatlcm tor 
117 

tutu.re sucoea• require• tille and patience. 

Chor1n tirmlJ' believed that bia time• were 

charged with the taak ot opening up to th• people 

•the inner aanctum ot their Divine t'a1th bJ proper 
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reform or our cereaon1ea.• Through a popularisation 

ot a pure and genuine enlightenment, through the awaken

ing of rellgioua entbuaai•, be believed that the great 

maea of Je'flr'J could be torn out of their moral paralJ'

aia. But thia could not be accc:apliahed merelJ' through 

the effort• of lnd1v1duala. •A atead,., pera1atent de

veloi-ent and evolution of all powera and a proper final 

retora cannot take place ao long aa ever,. SJDASogue re

malna a bodJ' bJ' 1taelt, and•• long aa ever,. change la 

subject to the opinion• of evezt7 cClllllUDltJ' in the pro-
119 

vlnce, and even ever,. oplnion of ever,. individual.• 

For too long a time the leadera ot Jewiab ccmmunltlea 

bad m18UDderatood their taaka, and tailed to appreciate 

tbe importance or their poaitlon. Their arbitrar,. 

jud8Dent waa not sufficient tor a oontlnuoum growth 

and developaent of Ju4a1am. 

But Cbor1n did not wiab to regiment or deatroJ 

all expreaaiona ot 1n41v1dual1t,.. Thia waa tar trc11 

hi• purpose aa be atateat 

•1n order to prevent a mlaunderatand1ng I abould 

like to note than 1n apeak1ng ot a unitorm reto:na, I 

do not mean a general univeraal reform compr1a1ng 

ever,. Jew on the face of tbe globe. But, aa I atated 

in.,. Iggeret Blaaat, provincial •J'llod8 _,.be eatab

llahed no -tter ho• different their reaultlng reforma 

might be, Juat ao long a• tbeJ' re-in united concem1ng 
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the eaaentiala ln religion. .la long aa tbe7 maintain 

union in the ••••ntlala tbe7 will aerve a benetlclal 

end and w1llaa1ntain the ••••nee ot religion through ex

ternal ceremoniea even though theJ appear different. 

Concerning th• lt •1 be r1ghtl7 aalds 1 1?~ I (/d I (,, 
(' •121 '° I I n PI @ ) '' • 

The torwatlon ot the SJDod waa to be acccapllahed 

b7 popular petition. Jewa in ev•rJ land were to peti

tion their government tor perm1aa1on to rorm a SJDod 

which would then exiat under the protection ot the gov-
122 

ermnent. 'l'h• SJDod would not be cc:apoaed aol•lJ ot 

proteaalonal rabble, tor Cborln telt that few ot them 

were capable ot leaving the beaten path and rejecting 

what to b1a were antiquated prejudlcea. Chorln had a 

great deal ot taltb ln tbe Jewlah lalt7. •1arael doea 

not lack men who ccmbine Talmudic er.ic11t1on with llter

•rJ education and tbe logic or truth. ••n who are 

capable ot arriving at declalona aervlng the aalnten

ance ot our religion aa well aa tbe aeoular good ot 

our co-religloniata. Men who can expreaa their 4ec1-

a1ona 1n an understandable language. I have al.read7 

aald that in all t1mea exiating SJDod• have the rlght 

to modit7 C01918ndllente and prohibltlona, and even to 
12, 

auapend them tor a while.• 

.lt'ter the aaeembling ot rabbla and Jewlab acholara 

with llter&rJ education, men who were unbiaaaed and poa-



aeaa1ng moral integrit7, an election would be held. 

The object ot the election would be to elect a Kaai. 

The Naa1 would then appoint twent7-two membera who 

would conatitute a Sanhedrln and •tbe unanhloua deci

aiona ot aucb a bod7 should have legal val141tJ' tor 

the Jewa ot tbat atate or province• (wherein the 
124 

SJDod waa aaaembled). 

Uter aucb organlsatlon, the SJDod could insti

tute retol'ID8, the autbor1t7 tor wb1ch, according to 

Chorin, wa1 not unprecedented. Such power na granted 

in man.7 Talmudic and rabbinic aourcea. Cborin empba-

11zed p&rt1cularl7 the principle ot •a1mon1dea which 

empowered evettJ relig1oua autborlt7 to CarJ'7 out t•

pora1-7 retorma. Since th1a principle might be inter

preted aa applJlng onl7 to authoritative bodiea con

aiatlng ot •ordained• membera (a•muobia), Chorin pointed 

out tbat the entire question ot a•micba lend• onl7 

greater author!~ in the adm.1n1atration ot crlm1.nal 

law, but meana notbing in tbe realm and bualneaa ot 
125 

Ret'orm. 

In th1a manner Cborin wiabed to comtitute and 

give autborit7 to the SJDod• The realisation of the 
o...dvo<:.tl:::J 

need tor a s111od and 1ta an••a:~ b7 thla earl7 R•-

tormer la one ot the moat important aapecta of hla work. 

He abond, tbrougb b1a deaire tor web an organlsatlon, 

that be n.a aware not onl7 ot the auperticial dlttlcul• 
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tiea that plagued J\ldaia, bat, more important, t:hat 

be waa cognisant of the deep-aeated reaaona tor 

tbeae d1tt1cult1ea. 

Chorln ••• tbat be could never aucceed 1n re

forming Judai• b7 bimaeU. He alao ••• that tbe 

other e&rlJ' Ref'omera could not aucced indi rldua.ll7, 

nor even it tbe7 united together to form a aort ot 

united front ot Reform. He ••• that the baaia J~or 

retorma bad to cme trcm the people, th-.elvea" 

not onl7 trcm the rabbinate. And therein llea 1m 

important point. Por Chorln recognised tbe a1giD1ti• 

cance ot the ••oular in Jewiah lite. He aaw bow 

aecula.r intluencea were at work on the li vea ot· the 

people. And be realized that th••• aaae lntluemcea 

could be brought to work tor tbe principle• upce which 

he atood. 

Chorln d•onatrated hie tar-alghtedneaa and 

h1a a1ncerit7 in the plane he made tor a SJDod,. Be 

waa not interested 1n power tor bimaelt nor in a 

great amount or preatige tor the new ldeaa wbiob be 

brought to Judai••• 'l'be man waa conoerne4 ao1lel7 

w1 th the welfare ot b1a people wbicb a. belie1red 

depended on a preservation ot tbe eaeence of the 

principle• ot Judai... To accaapliah tbia eml, to 

make poaaible the exiatence ot a baraon7 betwfaen 

tradl tional Judaimn and modern probleaa, Chor:ln favored 
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Part III 

conolua1on 
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!!!!_ Pbiloaopb7 !>_! Aaron Cborln 

We have aeen, in the courae ot tbia theal•, a 

great man7 evldeacea ot tbe nature ot Aaron Cborln•a 

1nd1v1dual1t7. Through bi• actiou, tbrougb bia pol-

lea, tbrougb bia attltudea, we have been able to formu

late a picture ot tbe tJPe ot .. n be reallJ waa. 

Scaetlmea be 41d tblnga wblcb appear to have been carried 

out w1 tbout mu.ch toretbougbt. Otbera ot bla dee4a 

follow a generall7 couiatent pattern. 

What nre Cborln'• motivea, bia reaaona tor 

throwing blmaelf' into tbe bitter atruggle tor retona 

in Juda1-T We .. , quote trm bi• Yele4 Zekun1a tor 

an expreaaive explanation ot the reaaou behind bl• 

tigbtt 

•aod. la •J witneaal Bot aelt-lntereat, not 

caving tor bonor and tame guided ..., atepa. Ratti.r, 

I waa diatreaaed over the aorrowtul condition, tbe 

belpleaaneaa and humiliation ot Jr/ brethren. It 

pained me to ••• buJlan belnga equal with all -n ln 

talent• and claim• to bapplneaa ln pemanent iaolatlon, 

deprived ot 10 man7 advantage•, without civil lnduatr, 

or aldll. I could not bear tbl tbougbt ot tbe abule

tu.11 degradation and deeplcable apatbJ in wblcb 7ou, 

mJ dear brethren, tlnd 7ouraelvea, a condition that 
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doea not even permit the growth of the dealre tor im

provement. 

•x could not even tlnd oonaolat1on 1D our holy 

religion. that Divine daugbter •••• sbe appeared to • u 

a wldow. dlagraoed b7 her own children. Gone ia her 

aplendor. her temple 1a deaertect. tor no one attend.a 

her teaat. 

• ••• ao I aak•d• what la tbe oauae ot al.l tbia 

ev1lt What 1a the reaaon ot tbla laolatlon 1'rm aoo1-

et7'1 Upon diligent ex,.'natlon ot the atatutea. in8t1-

tutiona and obaervanoea within and without tb8 SJD&• 

gogue, I dlacovered man7 which not cml.7 oontr1bu.te 

nothing to the malntenanoe of our eeeentlal taith. 

but obacure ita brllllance and fruatrate lta upllftlng 

purpoae. 

•1 found man.7 wb.loh obstruct the development 

and expansion of our religion. othera which directly 

oppoae lt. and I detemined to uae all ., ponra. ti.e. 

and dlllgence to reatore to our ta1th lta aplendor an4 

aolldlt7. and to prevent lta threatening dlalntegratlon. 

•For the aona ot our time. equipped with a better. 

though atill lnauttlcient appreciation of the beautlrul. 

and ot true enlightenment. began alread7 to deprecate 

the atatutea and cuatoma born in time• ot oppreaalon. 

barbariam. and cruel persecution~ and aoon even ridi• 

culed them. Tbua. there waa danger tbat the trult might 
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be thrown awa7 with the ebell. 

•For all tb••• reaaona I waa 1nepired witb seal 

and unwavering peraiatence to prove tbat om' ancestral 

taitb can not onl7 8Ul'V1ve a cleanalng ot dletiguring 

admixture•• bu.t even can be atrengthened and aolid1t1ed 
126 

tb8reb7···· 

There waa a decided dltf erence between the moti

vating pb1loaoph7 behind a -.n like Cborln and other• 

ot the earl7 retormera. Scme ot b1a cont•porariea 

believed tbat a reform ot ceremonle• neoeaeltated the 

abolition ot the Talmud. Tb1a attitude antagonised 
127 

conaoientloua Jewa wbo wlahed to bolcl taet to tradition. 

Chorln believed t11'ml.7 that religion cannot 

-intaln ltaelt without certain ouatcma and traditlona. 

However. the concept tbat rellgloua cereaonlea muat 

re•ln torever uncbanging at all plaoea and under all 

oircuaatanoea appeared to bla, a• to othera. aa an ln-
128 

tolerable oonatra1nt. Therefore, Chorln lookecl tor 

am.4clle road, a road which would allow tor retorma 

wltbollt eliminating the Talmu.d. •por, adlllttlng that 

., .. perpetuation of antiquated lnat1tutiona oauaea 

... er •14 form• ii followed b7 aob1aa. deatnotlcm, 
129 

;411~111&tel7, lnditterenoe.• 

ta. tollowlng Mlebnalo prlnolplea bave otten 

elted aa prob1b1t1ve ot retol'lll or exiatlng cere-
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menial lawa 

1) 'l'be lawa promulgated bf a Sanbedrln can be 

abrogated anl.7 b7 another Sanhedrin auper1or to tbe 
130 

rormer one in knowledge an4 mmber or lta Mmbera. 

2) .ill lawa wb1ch 4o not rerer to land proper

t7 ln Paleattlne aut be obaened atrlctl7 ever,wbere, 
1,1 

alao outa14• or J'adea. 

But tboae who uaed tbeae two lllabnaic proora 

ror prohibiting the ref'ol'll or ex1at1ng ceremonial ia .. 

ae-1.ngl7 ignored tm principle which tbe Talmu4 re

o~enda a that •••t-7 rule baa it• ezceptiona. To 

quote Cborlna •in .., pW>lioatiou Iggeret Bla•af' and 

Zlr lf•~, I pro"4 f'rca Bible and '!'&laud tm.t it i• 

tbe dut7 of •••t-7 provincial •Jllo4 to modit)' statute• 

and problblticma of former •Jllod• and even of tbe Bible 

wberever neoeeaarr, and to auapend tb• in aocordance 

with th• need• of th• time• ln order to preaerve the 

••••no• ot religion _J) 1 ;\ y ~ fl r and 1n order to 

promote tbe good ot aoc1•t7 • • p }11 j) p I • ~ ( l'2 

Cbor1n atated tlrml7 that rabbinical .Tudai•• 

1D lt1 original purity, -.kea po1albl• a ritual. refOl'll 

1n the f ollowlng m.Dnera 

The Talmud la baaed upon tbe pr1no1pl• expreaaed 

bJ Rabbi .To~anan and R. Laklabt •• time ma7 ome when 

a portion of th• oereaonlal law muat be deatro784 ln 1,, 
order to preserve tbe· divine truth.• 
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"Whoever reject• thia principle•, 1tatea Chorln, 

9underm1nea the baaic motive tor the origin ot the 

Talllwt. He J11U.1t likenae relect the Tabm4 because the 

writing ot the 111abna and the oemara oonatltute a aue

penalon ot the prlnclple nece1altated b7 the clrcua

atanoea, that oral tradition cannot be recol'de4 ln 
134 

writing.• 

Cbor1n•a poaition clearl7 ia, that Reform, in 

tull accord with the ap1r1t ot the Talmud, ia neceaa1-

tate4 b7 the nff4• ot the t1mea. A new and more re

fined taate demand• ritual retol'IB8. Certain cuatama and 

obaerYaD.cea aiat be dla1niabed and a1mpl1t1e4 beoauae 

contemporanewa cond1t1ona make them annofing, oppreaaive, 
1,5 

and in acme proteaa1ona obaervance la al.Jlloat 1mpoaa1ble. 

In bl• pamphlet Dabar beltto Cborln 4eten4ed 

Retoiw aga1n1t ita opponents b7 u11ng the example of 

Rabbi Bseldel Landau. Thia rabbi permitted abavlng on 

balt-bol1da7a in order to prevent other tranagrea11ona. 

Chor1n interpreted Landau'• action •• an ezpreaalon ot 

the pr1no1ple that 1n time• ot nde-1pread ten4enc1ea 

toward tran1greaaion, no turther prob1b1t1ona are to be 

enacted. ait, on the other band, that whlob la pel'll1aa1-
- l~ 

ble 1bould be publ1cl7 recognised •• auoh. 

Cborin alao u1ed the tollonng statement ot 
137 

~a1mon1de• tor additional aupport1 

•xt lt 1• deemed adviaable b7 a court (a rel1-
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g1oue author1t7) to auapend temporar117 a commandment or 

a prohibition in the hope that such a measure might lead 

•n1 back to Juda1na. or pi-event them tram tranagreaaion 

in other reapecta. the court 1a permitted to act in 

accordance with the needa ot the mament. Juat aa tbe 

ph7a1c1an amputate• a band or leg in order to aave the 

lite ot a patient. ao a court can 11lcew1ae grant tem.por

a~ 1~1.ngement upon certain l•••· so that. at acme 

later date. a11 lawa might be obaerved.• 

Thia principle cauaed Chorin to apeak 1n tavor 

or r1tua1 retol"ll. •ror the aame right wb.ich ~a1mon14•• 

accord• to a Beth Din belong• to every religious author-
1'8 

1ty no matter ho• amai1.• 

Chorin waa no bapba&ard or careless thinker. Be 

proceeded cautiouel7 and slowl7 to conaluaiona that were 

logicall7 aatiatactory to him. There ia no miataking 

that here waa a mm detel'Jained to adjuat hie people to 

reallt1. to enable thea to Uve 1n harmony with a 

changing world. Hi• pb1loaoph7 i• intereating and 

aigni!icant. becauae it demonatratea how Cnorin waa 

able to rationalize Orthodox principle•, and 4eaonatrate 

that it waa unneceaaary to aever everr ti• witb Ortbo-

40%1 to be a Reform Jew. Indeed, to Chorin, Retom ••• 

onl7 t he modern expreaaion or Ortbo4ozy. 
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Conolud1na Bot•• 

We have but little to add to our aurve7 of Aaron 

Cborin •• a rellg1oua re.tormer. Throughout our theai• 

we have tried to evaluate aa we preaented the picture 

or the man and hia works. But a few word• ot aumm&rf 

are not out or place here. 

Aaron Cborin waa the product or bia tlmea, the 

reault or new 1deaa, new wa7a or thinking. He was a 

modern man. Aaron Chorln was courageous and reaolute, 

poaaeaaed or tirm conviction. But be was also a human 

being, with all the trailt1ea or a man. Though be 

bad the courage of bia conv1ct1ona be bad to renege. 

?or be bad not the atern nature capable ot enduring 

the aigbt or autter1Dg tor bi• tam1l7 because or bi• 

personal d1rterencea with the authorities. There are 

acme who no doubt would aa7 ttat Chorin waa an individ

ual who tollowed the wa7 or ezpe41enow1 when the going 

became too dirticult be changed bia courae. It la 

true that Chorin recanted. But be did ao not tor bi• 

own personal welfare, but tor the aa.tet7 ot bi• 

fam1l7. 

Aaron Chorin waa a liberal. He waa not afraid 

ot change or ot new ideaa. Innovation did not frighten 

him. But though he waa a liberal, though be believed 



in tbe new, he did not diacard the paat. The old poaaeea

ed value tor b1m. He did not evaluate 1n term• ot old 

or new; he anal7sed thought• and id••• 1n terms ot their 

innate value. Aaron Chorin waa no more read7 to tbrow 

aeide or diareguid the paet than be na to turn bla 

be.ck on the tuture. 

Chorin na a prolific writer. Be bad a great 

deal to aa7, and be did not apare bimaelt in ••J'lng it. 

H1a at7le 1• pleaaant and not witbout a certain charm. 

Repetition apoll• part• ot bl• worn. but perhapa we 

ahould excuae h1a over-clarltlcation on the grounds ot 

diligent pedagog. tfo one would den7 tmt the develop

ment ot an idea 1• caretull7 and preciael7 accompllahed 

in the work• ot thla man. 

Chorin na a clear. it not altogether original, 

thinker. Scme or the re1"ol'Dlll he advocated were not hi• 

1"rcm the ver,. start. But he gave to them a character 

and a certain flavor peculiar to h1lll alone. One ot 

the 1"avor1te method• ot Chorln la to quote an outstand• 

ing authorit7. such •• Malmanidea, at great length to 

buttreaa hla caae, to give atatua to what he ia about 

to prove. Conatantl7 ua1Dg aOQl'oe -terial to lllua

trate bl• caae. Chorin still managed to be pre-em1nentl7 

talr and decent. Be dld not twlat taota. He dld not 

euppre••• enlarge, or exaggerate. Bia gentl--.nlineaa 

stand• out in marked contraat to acme ot the wrltlnga 
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or bi• opponent•. 

A• tor tangible reeu1te ot all that he did we 

could indicate man7. Let ue otter but two. We dealt 

at aome length with Chorln'• introduction ot the organ 

into the SJD&gogue. Blllanuel Schreiber 1n b1a Retormed 

(e1c) Judaism makee the following intereat1ng camaent 

on thia acce11pliabment1 

•scme reader• or tb1a book -.7 not reel in
clined to think ao (tbat the introduction or 
the organ wae laportant) from the tact that the 
organ ia 1ntroctuoed into a zmmber ot Orthodox 
s.,nagoguee 1D America. But America 1n 1892 ia 
not what Burope na 1D 1840. The tollowing 
taGta will prow 117 aaaert1on. In Vienna, with 
a Jenab popu.l.at1on ot 100 000 •oul• there 1• 
even toda7 (1892) not one !ewlah Houae ot Wor
ship in whioh there ia an organ. Dr. Gud~, 
preacher ot the Vienna Temple 1n the •Leopold
etadt • 1n 1871 denounced an organ in the SJD&
gogue •a• the worat kind or 1dolat~•, and 
ccmpared it with Simri•a (ale) act ot the moat 
abamet\11 lioentiouaneaa. Prot. Graeta, who 
den1ee tt. 8\lpernatural origlna ot the Penta
teuch in the tlrat two volume• ot b1a •Bieto~ 
ot tbe Jew••, atrongl7 oppoeea an organ 1n 
the SJD&aogue. Dr. Iarael B1ldeahe1mer, a 
leader ot OrthodQZ7 1n German7 publ1c17 re
voked, a tew ,..are qo, b1a Ratb1D1cal cert1-
t1cate given to bla diaclple Dr. Goldacbmldt 
becauae the latter favored an organ in the 
S7Jl&Sogue. Indeed an organ 1n the S7D&Sogue 
la regarded even t'1a dq aa the •Sb1bbolet• 
ot the Orthodox and Retorm part1ea 1n Gel'llUl7. 
The H1raoh-Lebman-B1ldeahe1mer echool deolarea 
a SJUA8ogue 1D which there la an organ -- •ant1-
Jew1ah'. Wherever ln Genaan7 1n tbe laat two 
decade• an organ baa been introduced into tb9 
S~agogue, lt na the algnal tor a ap11t 1n 
the Congregation and tor the eatabllatment ot 
a new Orthodox Congregation. In the Temple ot 
Prague, the organ 1• permitted to be pla7ed on 
weekda7a on17 at weddlnga and almllar 099&• 
a1ona, not, on Sabbath and HolldaJ'•• In other 



Congregaticm8 ot Geman7 th9J' wCNld not per
mi t a Jew to pla7 an the organ on the Sabbath 
and BolidaJ'•• They haTe therefore a• a 
rule, Chr1•tian organ1at•. The•• lnatancea 
ehow the ~~rtano• of the introduction ot an 
organ in ~ bJ' Chorin 1Jl And. It I aa not 
m1 a taken tb1• waa tbe n.rat organ introduced 
into a SJ'DAS~• of Au•tr1a-Bunga17. Prem a 
letter dated 1842 1t can be aeen how opt1m1atic 
Cborin wa• in tbe -.tter ot the Retorm of 
worab1p. Be aald, among other th1ng•1 •I 
hope to introduce (in Arad) tbe Hamburger 
Cultua, 1'h1oh, honTer, takea t1me,

9
aa n bave 

not the pra7er and b.Jllll booka.••-i 

Chor1n'• ideaa pertatnsng to the eatabliat.ent 

ot a SJ11od wre utilised aa late aa 1904 1n no l••• a 

bod7 than the Central Conterenoe of American Rabble. 

For in that 79ar during the d1acuae1cn OD tbe fioor 

of the Conterenoe on a projected SJDod, tbl idea• and 

plana of Aaron Chorin were quoted.. 

Chorln'• oontr1butlona to the growth or Reform, 

to ita foundat1ona are clear and lno1a1Te. He prort

ded lt with a tie with the paat. He abowed that it 

waa poaalbl• to reconcile the paat with the preaent, 

to derive concept• of laatlng value trcm what bad gone 

before. Cborln alao •4• a ver, great contribution 

in demonatratlng tbat Reform waa Juda1am 1n aa true 

a aenae aa OrtbodoXJ', and that Reformer• belongecl, a• 

all other Jewa to the Congregation of Iarael. Be 

waa no •eparatl•t. He did not wlah to eacape. B• 

kn•• that eaoape na lmpoaalble and could onl7 reault 

in deatruct1on. For Juda1mll' • atrength la the •trength • 
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ot tbe whole. Chor1n felt that Reform and Reformer• 

111erel7 tran.alate the old. The7 do not wiab to 4eatr07, 

the7 dealre to bu.1.ld. Be bel1eYe4 that there was room 

tor great 1.mprov•ent, that there nre man7 taulta 

aadl7 ln need of oorrectlon. But h• alao belleved 

that there la muoh ln the old ot value to the new. 

Thia attitude of Aaron Chor1D 1a nrel7 ot value to 

ua toda7. 

Toda7 the retorma ot Aaron Chor1n ma7 eeem to be 

pale and unexciting beside the burning 1aauea ot our own 

ttlmea. It 1e true that the queetlona with which be and 

bla contemporariea were v1tall7 concerned are problems 

that no longer plague the mind ot the modern rellgioua 

thinker. But we must not loae our aenae or perspective 

and relegate the worka or Chor1n to a position or 1nsig

n1t1cance. He waa a pionee~, hla waa an important early 

chapter in the hiatorf ot Reform. 
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