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Ribbat Zion. the Jewish ns.tion.aliet movement which centered about 

s. p rogram of Settlement of the Le.nd of Ierael, deTeloped among many 

cleesee of Jells and in lllElllY parts of the world dl1ri11g the period 

from the 18JO's to the 1880' • • 

Sir Moses Montefiore vas the key figure in the deTelopement 

of Hibbat Zion in England. There. in the 184-0•a and 1850'•• meny 

Jewa and Christi~ n• became interested in Jewish settlement of Palestine. 

In Germany, d.uri?l6 the next deced.e, the enlightened orthodox rabbis 1 

like Babbi Ialiecher 1 who bad introduced the idea of Rabbit Zion a 

generation earlier . began to receive fairly widespread eupr,ort. It was 

not until the late 1870 ' • that ~1e than indiTidual interest in 

Ra.bbit Zion developed in Eaatern Europe. In tbet area Hibbnt Zi on -ai'tra.c'te~ 

f ormer Me.al:ilim, 8Jld, especially after the pogroma, would- be emigre.nta. 

Also, fro1:1 t!:e ee.i·l y part of the nineteenth century on, there grew, in 

Palestine, a counter-part of the Hibbat Zion movem~nt. a move :nent of 

poor Jevs who favored agricultural settlement of the land. 

In Europe, Hibbnt Zion developed only after a period of emancipation 

E:nd enlightenment ~~ prepared the J8'ols to a ccept the generally enilable 

nineteenth century ideas, such s s nstiolllllism, upon which Hibbat 

Zion w~E bpeed. Tb£t t\ny group of Je~s should a.ccel"t these idea e, 

however , wee neter mined by some strong pressure due to a s hift in 

the tbf> nature of their tots.l. soci~l e.nd economic tituation. 

For we?.ltby, ema.ncineted Jews in Engls.nd e.nd ?re.nee, the 1mper1.al 

inte r eets of their countries 1.n the Near Eaet, cietermined their 

att itude toward Ribbat Zion, and their class practice of philanthropy 

deter mi ne.d t he form of t heir particip~tion. 

To enlight ened-Orthodox , Middle-class Jews of Centra l Europe, 

Hi bba t Zion offered a modern interpretation of Juda.ism. \'o' ith it, they 



counter-attacY..ed bo th Reform end Obscurantism, which contests helped 

shape their Hibbat Zion. In additi on, Ri bbst Zion appeal ed to t bo1e 
..£cu .. -4..l 

J ews who bad failed to find individual emancipation, ~it reyreaented 

a pr ogram for their nF t ionel emenciye.tion. For Mi.Cdle-cleaa Jew1 in 

East er n Europe , a national hope and plan was, for psychological 

reasons, needed t o r eplace their b~nkrupt indiv inuel ones. In addition, 

emigration became a preaaing need. In time, Hibba t Zion a l10 became 

a re11.ying point for oppo&i t ion t o the Sht adlanill end to t he obac-arsntia t 

rabbis. 

In Ptleatine, the poor Jew1 needed s self-:-eepecting anC. self-

eupport1.ng social snC: eco:iomic system to replace the archaic and 

~ sometimes corrupt ReJ.ukah, eo~turned toe counteronrt of Hibb~t Zion, 

to f ill this need. 
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I n dealing with Hi bbat Zion i t i s necessary to notice from t he o~tset 

ito composite nature . The Bi bba t Zion of the old Yishuv was not the same 

as that of the :Bilu , nor was t heirs t he same a s t hat of Sir Moses 

?·!::>ntefi ore. The Geroan r abbis had a s till different approach , and Moses 

Hess preached in a manner t hat was no t t aken up unti l JO yeers or more e.fter 

his writing lfliome and J erusalem"'": 
, 

TheSe di ffe:-ent emphases reflect t :1e dissi!!lilar social and economic 

backgr ound.a out of will. ch the Iiovevei Zion develop ed. and t he different causes 

which br ought t hem to Ribb~t Zion. For example , t he editor of ~he Lebanon~ 

did not expect t o f i nd any !toveve i Zion of t he extreme Ort hocicx type , fo r 

all t hose Hovevci Zion he :~a.d met were of t he enlie;21tened J ews . Yet ,,·hen 
e '1l ~re me ~rt-1.oJ.o 1'. 

he travel ed t hro;J.&h Russi a he f ound t hf Je\IG pr edomi-
t 

nated among t he F.ovevei Zi on of t ha t country. Tbs variety of approaches 

to Ri bbat Zion end of t he £ocial bac.kgr~..md of its supporters ~~11 be dis-

cussed a t lengt~ and. analysed. late:. i n t hi s pape:-. 

In spite of the afore-mentioned varie ties in Hi.boat Zion we must p ro-

ceeO. to a defini tio:i of t hose fac t ors common to all Hovevei Zi on anO. to 

none but Hovevei Zion. Ti:.er e was no one venture \·:!1icil defiuea. t he nrograJl 

of t he EoYevei Zier. . llai:lum Sokolow said t hat 1 t wasf 11.To t a p ersonal enter-

prise or an cllet:;iance to a l;ener al venture t:h ich mi &ht or mi c;ht no t succeed , 

but fast it was anci i s an a ttitude , an unconditional outlook like bein& a 

pietist , a patri ot , a socialis t , a pacifist, etc . T!.is was t he firs t prin­

>' 
ci,:ple i n t :.e philosophy of Zi on lovers " . 

A p rime element oi t his attitude was a l ove for t::e }:oly Land. . Unl i ke 

t he love wi-.ich n ious J ews • .ac: felt for centuries , that of t he Eovevei Zi on 
4h 

sow;ht ex:riression in t ems of mod.er:i i deas end pl an."leC. 1la act ual program 

of s ettlement, taldnc: into consi der a tion comtemporary political and social 

conei tions . !°'J!>iC~ 
W & S 't' ... ._t of ._... ... 

of t i1e ol der attitude l\!12.hmen of 3ratzl av" went to 

Palestine duri~ t he l ast years of t he 13 t h century t:nen Napoleon l':as about 



to march there. ~e ~ik \1as i nteresteO. only i n the to;i1os of t ~1e 
3 

Ca&el i sts , and so he does not quelify a s a :.Ovevtll Zion i n our sense. 

';Li tro1. roe.JIC t hat t he idea o!" settlement of t he lend of Isr~el was 

fir st &!JOundeci by a number of Ger man Ortho<iox rabbis~ Slutski ~redi ts 

'P.:-obi HB}iui of Volo zhita witl: being t he ::irs t of the mode~ exponents o:: t he 
t. 

i dea. 

While i t i s t rue t hat t he disciples of Elijah of V~lnh as O!>Posed to 

tr.ose o:: .:osee J.:endelsso?m, diC. found congregations i n Palestine as c!.id 

sollle of the disciples of the Baal Shem Tov." K~i~r and ~aciler \··ere 

t he last ir.. an old and t he firs t in a nev. series ofaevelopment:: : t r.e one 

by WrJY of his t heol oeicel messi anic pr opositi on, t he o t her throu~h r.i$ e~­

.'-
peal f or self- help . To rt?3>hrase t r.is distinction v.e oust ennhasi ze tr_a t 

t ~~~ 
P.abbi ~m was concerned '<ith t ne settlement of Pa.lectine only~entirely 

bec~use of i ts r itual i mplicrtions , t l:.at i s , h e was t~inl~ing in pu.rely 

theclob~cal terms , wher eas Rabbi Kaliscr.e r , t hout;h speal:in,; in eoually 

theolot;ical l?Ilbllat;e . clearly C.e:nonstrates t.is awa:·eness of the nationel 

iopli cnti ons of Hh.et h e :!'ropos e!: . ~et\·een t hese t\o'O it is pOS$ible tc see 

t~e ciiotincti~~ clear_y when they speak o! ee r i cultural yursui t s i n t he 

Roly L~. For Rabbi ~m t ;?cse are i ncici..er.tal to ~ set~lement \<:r..ich !:e 

t ::inks o: as con t inui nt; t c be suunorted :ran abroed end ci..ecil cate C. to hoq 

pursuits . !U>bbi Kruis c~er, t ltcu.;;:1 i;nwilli~ to fic;ht acair.st t he Yeste~• 

interest s of the Pelestininn comr.:.ur.ity a s it wa~ then ore anizeu , clearly 

envi oions a new Yishuv . 

4l••lill•mlml-. .. • 1'i:e?:e ~e oar..v w::o haC. approacl!eci the spirit of 

the 19th centur!' to the CT.tent of fa.vori~ e~ricultural pur suits E.mont; t he 

Jews in Poleatine and elsewher e , bt:.t who , as OJ>TIOnents of t he .. .Tewish 

neticnal i<iea. canr.c t, he included. emon. . tr.e Eoveve~ Zi en. Rabbi I scac !~~;er 

Wice was emont; t hese. :n 2e57 he approWe~• t he i<i.ea of a Pcles tir.e-Eu~.re.tes 

~,~il-ro::ci (as !'r opose<i to t he U. s. ::avy Department) which woulu e~co\;.rage 
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J~rl.sh colonization of the Eoly L2.Jld. ~Rabbi Wi se "was careful to point 

out that Je...,'ish settlement 1n Palestine would be ' under the pr otection of ,, 
the great powers 1 ". Again in 1860 end 1863 Bab bi Wise continued to urge 

the support of seli-susteining Jewish colonies in PAlestine. 

after 1857 !ie ~ttacked t he Ealukah ~stem Ji' s~rting idle 

In fact , 

scholars." a.~ 
·-.... Babbi Wise was far from being a Hovevta Zion and l ater beceme 

a bitter opponent of Zionism. T!rl.s , of cours e , was nerfectly co nsistent 

\dth his anti- ns.tionel view of Jewish people as expres sed in his entire 

t neolo€Y· 

Believers in J 13wish nationali sm C.o not ~· ~ '/flll i nto t he ca tee;ory 

of Bovevei Zion. ile d.o not r efer t o the later d.evelopoer.t of diaspora 

n ;;.tionclism, but to t he work of a :philoso]>:.er like l~achman i:roch!:!al . 

l a\ hUiil Sokolow establishes , I believe, th.-~t ~rocr.:nal w~s e true f orerunner 

" of Je\·;i ch na t1onelism. But as l one; as !'.e ) s unrelEtec'. to 3.1\Y activit;1 on 

b ehalf of Jewish settlement in Pales tir.e , he ) s not one of t i: e iiovevei Zi on. 
9'\0~M~tt't' 

To define F.i boa t Zion ·.:e m~· s~· that it was a of J ews <ied i cated. 

to t t.e settlemen t of J ct··ish Oi;ricult.u r1-l colonies in P~es tine a s a r:ieai:s 

9a.. 
to the s o1..ution of t h e Jewist Problett. '2he s olution 1.icht oe in terms of 

has ten1nt; t he comint: of t he ~le ssiah or of e. political ref~e for persecuted 

Je\··s . but it elways inclu.decl t he rec<>t,ni t i on of nationality es a crucial 

fec~or in t he J ewish .Probl em. It WH e s st:111t1a.lly a r a t ional self-helpin.; 

attack up on t he nroblem as Onl?osed to t he ~olicy of waiti n& for uoci , "' '.'.:ich 

was s till in voc,u e amo l"'<; the unenli cht ened. Orthodo': nnd es sentially a r•-

definition of Jut aisrn i n r.od.ern nati onel ter.:l s as opnos ed to t r.e anti-nation~i 

defini t ion o~ t h e r e:o:?"!'lers . 

-3-



Chapter I I • 

OUTLI NE OF THE 1·1AIN HIBBAT l ION :)EVELOPI.rn:HTS 



-rJUr~ 
The history of Hibbat Zion has b een ver-.,r ably ou tlined by :litron~ 

~ is 
and it; w:!1ecessery for u s to repeat :.is work here . In i1is history, of 

cours e . 'li tron concentrates on t~e activi tics reflected. in t he F.ebrew end 

Russicn sources most ea.Elly available to him. I n tllis cl-.ap te1· we SJ'l.811 t -

t~t to OQ1lih~ s o:ie of t: ie ereas of interest le.nd act1v1 ty wbicr. ne has 

Oh(,Y n entionec an6. to indica te t he generl'l peri od C.uri n.:; wh~ch Ei bbd Zi on 

developed in V3.!'ious parts of t he \'"orlC. . 

Long befor e the miQcile o: the 19th century intere~t . i~ Jewis~ settleoent 

in Palestine e,nci. in the :iossi bility of a Jew!.sh State there was &Jruli f est in 

·oarts of tbe Enelish sp ealn.ng worl d end e.mont:; certein Jews of Central and 

~iestern 2ur ope . The thirC. area in which Hit~at Zion devel op ed a t this er.rly 

" tbe \l;as amotll';' t he poo r Je\rn of Pales tine. t ws onl:r a generetion l a.ter 

t:1at t :te J Ews of Ee.stern Euro- e began to evinc e an i nterest in Hibbat Zi or: . 

The key fi&"'llre in the develop~ent of r.ibbat Zion in t he E11Glisn spea:-

ing \·rorld \''as Sir ~foses l·:onteiiore. J..s early a s l cJ9 Sir ::oees had developed 

:::. r a t her clear "Ol&n for t he settlement aru: cieveloT1nent of a ne~·1 Jewish co:J-

:m.:.nity i n Pnles t ine. 3e r.-r o-;,osed to re:!t l CO t o 20u villagea for a period 

of 50 years f r oo ~~oha:l!leci Ali. The rentnl was t o '.Je pe.id unuall y direct t o 

t he :prince, and t :.e vi l l at;es \:ere to 'Le left free f r c::l other te.xa.ti o!\ as n.'l 

Caneda e r Ue like . Si r Joses \·:as encour:!Leci in ti~ese i dens by his observn-

tions of t he Jews iI! PE'-1.estine w!:o ,.·1s:.eci tc b ecocc far.:ler s r.nci. by t he hope 
.i. .. fl. "'Clh ner 

t ::.a t in PP.les tin e , Jews w::ul6. :,e ~· .. 1c to observe t i:ei r rc l i .... ioi ,. :lot 
/Op 

poss ible i r. Europe . f/ I n tere: t in t i-l" ·-ol~· LGn<i \•:es no t li;..iteci t o Je,··s of 

t~e English speaki~ \··orlC: , but \ faG si-.ared b·- :na.v clcr e;men of various 

Christi~.n denominf!ticns and by many non-Jews • hi gl/(it'ced in GO\' er nment 

circ!es . Dul in:; tr.is same t ril to Pnlestine in 1EJ9 , C.urint.; w!lic:O: Sir !fos es 

oc.tl!r.eC. · 's nlnn fo r Je,rlso settler.ient t r.ere, his party ::iet 11 four Sco t ch 



clerc,'men , .. no were mal~ine ~ tour of t he ::oly Land to inouire into the state ,, 
of t he Jews t here: t hey intended &oing t hr ou,;h Poland.. fo r t he same i:>urpose . " 

On his j ourney i n the yeer J.SlJ.8 Si r :~oses was 11acco::ipan1e~ by Colonel Gawler , 

e t.entleoan wilo too~ a grea t i nteres t in t he color.izetion of the Hol y Lend , 
a I~ 

and had :miblished sever al v'1.u,.ole ~R!Jers on toe subject ••• •••• " About the 

mi ddle of t he 19 t h century t his wide- S}>read i nteres t 1n 31bb&t Zion throuch-

out t he En&lish speajdJ16 •:orld is evidence:i.. 'by oany references of which 

the following r..re ty'oicel: In 185J Sir Moses lfontefiore 11 r eceivcC: a coil!IJU-

nicrtion f rom t he Rev. S. ?:. I saacs , E' ?!inister of one of the Sebret: oom!lu-

nities i n llew York , re ferrine to t he 1Uorth Amaricar. Relief Society~ an 

ins titution founded 'by !tr . Sempson Si mon end himsel f (the Rev. 5 . J.1 . Isaacs) 

for t e e purpos e of creatint; a capi t r.J. , t l-e i nt P::-eE t of \':hi ch uas to be 

an!ll:.e..l ly ~rcurie.ted to t he suppor t of t he yoor I s r aelites in t he Eoly Lenci . 11 

(Sir Mos e t. forwa rdsi t he , 145 C\1'er ;r year. until his de~tr.) . 

~Isa~cs also told !-.i:: of Jui.e!: ':'ola'o 1 s \rill , w'.::.i c:: le:t ~10 , 000 t o t ;.e 

al 
11A::ie:ric'11 P.el5f Societ:f 11 , e.nC: $5. COO more for t he ":')OOr Isr~el i tes i n Peles tine . 

- 1J 

tii.e lett er i n Sir !!osec 1 s cont ro!. , co~~ointly wit: .. t he executor . I~ i e55 

t he Church of t he !~essi3h o: ?;ew York sent c. co .:.o l'~- t o ?alestir.e to :-r epue ,., 
t _e l and ior t be r e t urn o~ t l:.e Jet·:s . Ar.0. i t \·:P.s 'Or obe..t.l y ~'.ordecai :.:a."\uel 

~~4AJ.. 
!~on! to whom r:osec ?ess r eferreC:.,\11 ! rtave ::ea r 6. t r.at ar. &:iericen writer :•as 

i.i s cusseO. t r.is • ••• • •• · or a DU!lber of ;:·eprs . ~l Fo represent .- tive :nc;li s!-.me~ 

have r eoeatel ly declared t hemselves in favor of t i-.e rer t or c.tion of t he J e,:ish -,, 
State." \·.'"'nen i n 113.54 Si r .:oses received an a~ eel from Palest i 11e , - Cti,1tf 

Rabbi u. !-! . Adler sent a let ter to all t he con..,Tee;e.ticms of :-:rit:li11 and re~­
/1, 

lized l.19 , e.37 f or t !:e starvi.!ll.~ .;e,·:s of t he roly Lend. Di s r adi I !! romPnce ,., 
11 T:~e Uondrous Tale of Alro;•'' (lo5.3 ) , tile renor t s on Peles t i ne by t hP Cl:ris tian ,, 
t r rveler ~obi r-.so n an<i. t ile r esults of t he collectine mi ss i ons by Rebbi ,, 
Sneer sohr. to .America t- nC. A;;.stralie all incii cate \o.'i<ie-:;~1'ea~ F ttenti ~:n bei ng 

-5-



focused by certa.ir. classes o: people i n t hese p~ts of L e \'lorlci uuon 

Palest i ne and the !>QSSibili t y of a Jewi sh return to t hei r ancien t r.ome-

lend . l:i t h ref erence t c t!lc :U-..c;li sh- spe tl:ing \':orld it will be noticed 

thet rJa."lY C!:ri s tians tu_-neci. t~eir a ttention to p,.,:i es t i ne . rt i s not 

surprising t h: t the~ e peol)le were from church or ,;overn:nent circ l es , 

:'.'or v e r".f of ter. i n t he p rocess of erapi r e build.i n,g , t.iss i on tlT"..f i nter ests 

e.r..d !'.e ss i anic calcul{'.t i ons coinciC.eO. \'ti. t h unoi: i cial c,over noent i nterests . 

':'1' e J ev·s i n t~e ~:..sh s11e~-:ine:; worlC. wi.o \:rere :::O H interesteci i n Ptl-

e s tine were r;enerally rat her well- t c- do a mi loyal citi zens of their 

respecti vc countries . I n t h e followi."l c.~e:".>ter \··e s ?-..all t:.!'.a.l.y::e t hese 

f acts further . 

l n Gen:a.;y too , i nteres t i n i:£i bbat Zio~ began ·.-ery early i r. t :1e 

19 t h c ent u ry. RP~bi Kc.li s cher began thinki nt; oi sett l e:Je:.t of t he i-:'oly ,,. 
!.~nd ae eel · as l &J2. ~ci Ri-bbi 

., 
Alkeli bec:-..n 3)r e:pe ri?l(; t!:.e same met!:oci 

"' J,/ 
:!s eerl : · 2s l oJ7 . Under the i ::rpac t of t he Damascus .r..ffair an a!!0~-:.1ous 

Geru~Jl J e\• i n lc!J-0 c r·lled f or one of t ?ic 6 rec:.t power s t o se t U':l t he 

Je ·:s:: n:-tio?: i ?: Pclesti ne a::; t~e Gr ee}: Sclavotinr:s :-.nC. ct:_ers :....a- · een ,.,. 
:-elped . I n 12.59 . wi1en := .. .r"1sc.or f t rn:el ed. t'.. r o-.:e;:1out ~entrrl ann r:estern 

Z-urop e to co! lect mone:; to bui2ti houses on J.it . 2 i ar\ :oT t::c noor J e\·:s 

i? J eruscl.eo , :1e \'·Ds Et .. .,_.,. ort e.: by co:i:r:ti t t ees i :-.. various "erme. c !. t i e t , 
~..3 

~sually i1eadeci. o:: t:. c ::~i)· i . :r. loou hE' ·~! t:a:i sc'..e::- c'J.:ec.. t::e :· :..r st 
.,a.y 

co: .. :cre!'lce fo r \:h_. t !'.lr-·.r te 1 :-b ~leC.. 'F-.. ibbrt Zion. ru1d in 1£.61 .JJr . :.. p:.,r...l Lor je 

o: Fre~'-:ort on t:~ OC.er ·oec ru::e r.res i den t of t :.e fi rst ni b.oat Zi~'" or­
.)F 

c.;rn i z:o:ti cr. . nl. t~c~!-. t'.:e sur>...,ort i n ue:i:i~· for Ei b'opt Zi on wat: l art.·el:_.· 

: ::or. ?.J~onc t r e Ort!",oci..o:· P.nocis , it will be :-io teC. t:.r-.. t 111 fn: t ::.i certein 
.,f -oiu._ 

·r oup o: t he no r e enlithte:'..el - C:r op oeC. e\rny once i t s natior.<..-.. i :::i:,l i-

c~tions ,·ere a. ni : e s: t . 



In Fr ance t he interes t b l:i bbat Zi on flourished eerly b-..-t never 

very extensively and seems to bave la~ted only a short time . In part 

it was supnorted. by me .. u;~e ill 1'ert Co!len , who was Stliri tually very close 

to RP~bi Aciler of London anci t he Ger :nan r abbis wr.o becro:ie the leeliers in 

iiibbat Zi on. On t he other hand, it WDE also support8Q by Aciol~he 

Cre:nieux and a n'UI:lber of E<Ut hors whose t hi nking \'·as influenced. by French 

nati onsl i:lterests . Of this letter r;r oup \fe way mention Dantu, author of 

11The 1!8"' Oriental Problem", of \1'.1om ~foses P.ess r eports tila t "he urg ed our 

·oreti-..ren, not on rel igious .:;rouncis , but from }>urely l)()li tica.l ::.nd humani­
.X-

tuian :::iotives , to r estore t heir ancient Sta te 11 • iiees , !'lowevE:r , poi nts 

out tha t t r.e c overl"'.::?ent of rr~ce did no t sr..are t hese i c eEs. J oseni: 
fl 

Salvador anC. Ernest Lai:.eronne clso directed. t heir :- tte:itic::1 to the nossi -

bili t y of a Jovish sta te in Paleetine. l3ut perh~s be cause of the s ... nll 

number of t he Jewis!' popu.l~tioe in France or p ernaps becal!se Frencn i m­

a. 
perial interes t s in t he !'ear :East cii C. not ~avor - Je\."is!: State t::ere , 

this country neve r becnme a center of F.ibbat Zio:::. ' .. e will be able to 

trea t t be f e\1 outstanC:ing cievelon::ient s in France ~ ont; with t!lose in 

:.er.nan .. ::.nci in t ile En.'.;lis;, snealr~ll.6 ... torld . 

~he interest in Hi bbAt Zion in the res t of Central Europe, in Eol l anu , 

Justria, SWeden, end Italy , c~Jl also be treated as subsi diary develop-

cents to be e:A!>loineci a-o~ \:i t !l t he nejor trenC.s r.os t clearly s een in 

Germ~..ny and 3nt;la!'.ci... ::r. Lehren of Amsterdam, for example , Cai:J e into 

cont act '1. t h Sir Hoses ~~ontefiore as e~ly as 1SJ2 t r.roU€h t:~eir outual ,. 
i nterest ir. the welfare of t !:e ini:a·c1 tF~tG of .;erusale.J . In l .... ~9 

!:au sdc r f recei veC.. su:o~ort in .iims te!\lEU: , Rotte~~. l: r ussels , Stocl:holm , 

just as be had t h roughout Prussia~tTurni11t_.: to 2as~ern Eu.r ope we find 

tr~ t t~ere i s no e~dMctof \·•ide- spread int erest i n lii b::at z ::.cn befor e 
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t he l c?O ' s a t t h e earlies t . In 1866 Habbi Gutmacher v:rote to RRbbi 

AbrM&i of Tc::eknov introducin~, :·et:~~'l ?ried.lanci , as!:ing t he rabbi ' ~ 

.36 
SU!>""Ort ! or settle:::ie" t of t~e l and of Israel . In i :67 some Je"'s of a 

s;nall .Eas t ~uro!)ea."l co::ummi t~· e::pressed. t heir inter es t in settli l'IG i:1 

JI 
?alestine. It ,.,es only in 1872 t hat J ehiel Michel Pi ues !>U1ll1shed 

11Yaldey Houhi 11 i n i n duc:i he advoca ted t ?let t he .Tews busy t hemselves 

.J~ 
t:i t h ~·iculture i n the land of I srael. .Even t his wor;~ on Hibb'l t Zi on 

'•'l\.'S toC\ ear l? t o a chieve ~eneral acce:, t ance runo?l6 t he Je\·1s i n Eas t ern 

Eurepe. Later in t:ie 1570 1 s , houever , !>ere= Smolens::-in gained. a ...-11le 

'J f ollowi !lb fer r.ibbut Zion. The Pogrnm of i:_1 g:-ve a treJa ennous i :J""letus 

to t bi s development , bu t as b te as l oo::; JJ;: vi.l G or~on r e:porti:hl t hn t 

he t ri ed i n •ain to convince ma.'V' "·ee1. t::.y verur.J'l Je\:s of ti1e :...cri ts o:~ 

::iobat Zion. They had no feeli nc:; for t he Jewis:. !lat :..o .. , !1e rl?')o rtc~ . 

:md. so:ne re:f·.i.sed. t o su.p"lOrt :::.ibb:it Zion on the g rounds t hat t he J ews of 

w 
Russia and Pol2lld who were to be b ene: i ted by t he oove::ient s'.oAed ::io 

si$lls of wanti.cs it . T!.e Jews of Germany cla i m ns l a te as 1~8J tl~1 
Jews of Po land wer e ei t :ier not interested o r ;J(/t' } 111./J,J /> 'J/JIV, A a."cf.. 

ls:i·.i.ghed. a t Ei bl>et Zien(' :&'ven l i ::iited S-:lJ>port o; t:i het Zion cievclo'tlecl 

•ery late i !: Ze:; te:-1~ 3X:ope , -oarti c-.il:.-;-1_, i r. t~e 1~70 ' s , B!llOO{; cert~.in 

:~as~:i lirn Arnl ~aineci ; eneral sunpor t only after t !•c ~oercws oi t !le eRrly 
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.... .. . •... . .• . • .•. .....•...•..••.•••...•• •• •. . •••• • •. . •. . •. S SCTION" I 
iie lilUSt no\f ::.tte1pt to discover tn osc conditions w:-:ich morl.e :or t :ie 

develoum~nt of ~ibbat Zion ~t differ ent times i:i difi erent areas . Al-

14. 
t..ou.,7 a fe\·: incliviC..uc.ls li::e Rnbbi i::al iscber end Rabbi Al:~a\i wer e t hi nk-

inc; ill tens o:: Eibi.at Zion :.n Cen treJ. 3:urcpe ns eo.rly as t he 1830 1 s , it 

was not Ul!til t wen t y or more years later t hat t he i l ea gained any generel 

s'Ul)nort in t !iat part of t !1e world. It Nas particular ly in England end 

i n t he nations mos~ closely t i eti to it t hat t he earlies t Eibba t Zio!'l 

developed as so:.lethil"-G !Jo:-e t hc..n one can ' s on inion. It y;as nr ecis ely i~ 

t hes e was tern CO\Lttries t hat the r i s e of cap1 tnlism anC: t~e .'le\: nower 
It-.( 

Y!-..i c:1 it b r ou__;:ht to the middle class. made for t he emancipation of t he 

Jewc . As u sual , t.r.e new ::ree s ituati on i n w:.ic!:. t i e Je\';s found. them-

s el7es made t!1eir olu \ -Ja;J o:: lii'e i~ad.eou::\te, and so tr.e.r turned to tr.e 

!'rocess o: enli e;: te!l!...ent . ~hey etteup ted to :..ntee;rate t ::e.:lsel ve s as 

::icciern me:i i ::ito t he societ~· ::>: ti:ci r econor:.ic ;:-eers . Sir . ~os e s .:ont.e:io:·e , 

's 
for exa..iole. joine;i the nilitia i .n i .:-0q . Ir. t:1e i :201 s :..c r.n.: ::r. 

t.rol ds:ii d met ,.it:. C.:-.tl1o-ics :::.nC:. .Ui ssenters t o u.i (:cu:;.., rel~..,,ic\ls l i 'Je r ty 

D!l.ci. \.•ori= towl:'rci civ:.1 rib:~ts for the Je\·:s as well as ot~~ers oat s i 6.e t !-.e 

' :;t: ".:lit::ed C :u.:-cL. A nartial lis t oi' Lose En, lis tl J e\JS i :1terc:; ted. :.n 
IWOS'°t of 

working :-or civl 1. ri:.,;;1t~ Lclucic~ tne ::i r.."'les o:~ t:.oae who had. reoc:.ec:. p..n;· 
3'. J:.., ITJ.f 

econoJiic !-ei:::!:t . ,_ ji.'n _;1 i s:·. too;, t he }llacE of S n:1i sh i :-, t!:e 3e\·is .~a.:-~:s 

5:,.-nnt;oQ.le of Londo=~1 Incl. i.1 s1>i te o= a certa i n atloun t o: op:posi ti on frou 

::i~ ~o,·ern:.1e:tt fi91res1 t~e e:ia!lci-,ate.:. J e·..::: oi London continued to 

'- ¢~~ 
\:orkt:ror t :.eir :"'u.11 ri · ::ts, and. to polisl: ti1eosel ves to u~ fU.:l Eng::. i sh .;en-

tleraen . I n Enclanci. t he J ei1s never felt a keen cilsc_pnoi nt ment in t ile re-

su!.ts of their enoncin~tion 2.n<l enli.;hte1uent . £\·en af te~· t he Dreirscus 

.k!'f3ir, Sir .'.ose s :.:o:itefiore s till loo:-ceci ".lJ)Oll enligLtel:!.'.lent as n necessal'Y 

ste:> to\·•e.rd the ameli'.)r 2tion of t !:e Jewish Pr obleu ~here in t he \·:orld . 

In l.:J.!O !Jr. Loe, .. •e ::a\"e an t>AdreG s in Co!!St2ntino l e t o t h.e J tn:s of t o.a t 

r ---



cit:· Ul\ , i :ic; t hat t he:· ?~· oore a t tention to Pcouiri.ng 2 l:.bere.l edu~ 

" tion , e:1d Sir :foses told t :rn !:acha:i 3c.s!:i t hat !:e, Si r .:oses , •.:otlC. bl~l;.: 

p r:y t he i:li tial ~ens es fo r t;et tinc: P. teacher o: t he Turkish lcnGU,nt;e 

vi 
! oT each J e',;is!'. school . ~ne 'l'uri:i s:: Jews resnonded to t he i de a just as 

t heir En.;,linh co- relib ionists had a c;enerati on before, ·ind as t heir 

Russian co- relie;ioni s t s \"Ould e cenerati on l:lter . ~:-.ey were :13p~ y at t h e 

to r ei se their ciigni t ? in t he e;fes of t he :.osle:is "Ul0. t:•e Greeks amorv.; ,, 
•:ho~ they li7ed. Furt her, 1t i s not surp:-isin c; t hot :!:ne;lish JevrrJ did 

not : eel t :-.rentened or ciisi llusioned as r reFult oi t he Da.:lasC".J..S o:- ot~er 

persecutions of t heir fellow- Jews . There :.n Er"'lanci. ~ir ?.:oses wa s DJ.lowed 

su""lnorters on his co~t-of-arus by t he o·ll.een becaus e of 1;~t he !.nci Qone 
1• 

in defe!':.se oi hi s fe j,_l ou-J'eus , enci. five year s later, !:c v:a~ ::ia.ie a baronet 
f I 

fo:r hi s c:-ar :-cter :-.nd. his \·:or £ 0:1 behruf o:" :.i s fel lo\•:-J e\ ·s . Al so t~e 

:"i..;ht fo :: civil ri,;: t s -.,r ocee:ieci. success-!"~ly in ::n_l~.:10. e: . .:. :-t t:.e ver-/ 

ti:lo · ... ·:.en t !1P J e-..·s o: ;:cii.8via ana. o! :-.ome \'.'ere C'""..,e~.li ll(' to t'.:eir 2-'1 ~:is!'! 

·oro t i:ers :or hel-:i , Eoron Li onel :.oths cirl.:.C:. "'as ;:.:.l c\:eC. t o t i:e :.is oa t:·. ,,,,, 
i!l Co.i':lc::s on t he Ol U. ':'cst:-..::ient . ~ ..., i :.50 t ili s !?t>- ror. tool: his seat in 

Co .... 1on s1 :-J1C:. t '1e !'i ..;~t :·or civil ri..;.:1t s c;,' t he Jev.·s c: Ergl n:!ci. o~ e con­

~3 
ciO.oreci rs won . 

In t l:e case o:- ~.;2ru1d , t hen , '.··e sec t hnt interest in ::r e.at Ziol: 

cievoloyed afte!' t he nr ocess of enw.nci~c- ti cn i1aci 6.evelo9eci. far e!l~ for 

t he J ei."S t o unC.ertcl:e ~ :'."TO&r<-D of enli ri• ten."lcnt c::C:. to c::r ry- out thb 

!,>!'Og r am fo r :Jany ;rear s . As the:r :lever fel t c .:een ciiso:puointn e=-i t i ::i t!-.e 

r esu lts of t heir enliGh ten:Jcnt , Hib'bat Zion di ..: :10t ap1 ePl tu t he.m es c 

ur ot;ra;:? for c;rea ter :oersonrJ. fulfillment . The i nterncl pr oblem of Judai.;;ia 

a~onb enli&,:1te!le ci Jews oi t h€ 19 t h centur~ pn~ ~ri ti sh i m""leriaJ.. interests 
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in the :ie~.r East , bot!:. o: d:ich factors underl~v the development of 

British ill.boat Zion wiJl be anal.yz eO. in detail in P later section of 

tb.:.s che.p ter. 

J..fter t he French Revolut ion t he Je.,·•s o: th~ t countIJ• were soon e::ien -

cipated end proceeuec on ~!le roa<i. of enli ;;i:t c1\J1cnt . :':1c Jews o f :Bor de aux 

bee olre'°'.dy beco:::ie integrated l.llilcr..; t ;1eir neic;:•bors arui eYen t he Jews of 

AJ.st'ce fow\d little dif:icul ty in joining t he:l i n declnri nf.'. t ::eil• uncon-

di t;ional allee,.i.ance to Fri:>.nce durin._ Le :~a'Ooleonic S:nv.e.:rion. A.l"c;ert 

Coi1en an6. others too~ ' !'ide in a man:le r t yuical oi' t:1e enl i &!·.t cne:: Je\"~s 

of their tic e in t!:e :r>ct t i'.E> t t aeir co-relib io:.lists o: th~ ~·.i:·::ish 

3'n:!>1!'e joineO. toe arrny r ather t ha.>i tcl:int; t he al terni>ti ve offered to ci.11 

~~ ~' non-~!o~&t"":led :ms . Ser:ions were delivered in Pari s in the Frenc'.'l la!lb<.lai,;e, 

~.nd t i1e French Jews suymorted schools in t he :Eas t for t he enlic,;.1'\ tenment 

of t heir co- relic ioni s t s . ?he s chools were :::ouncied about 164.5 , ruu:i by ..,, 
1559 bMsted 1700 UU~)i ls . It i s t :i.us o:·vious t i:i.::> t i n • ranee ns 1:1 3n.:J.nnci. , 

ir.:erest i n 3 i bb2t : 10:: ,. :is nr ecerl.nd. bj· :> sin ilar , r ocess of e::lr-nci:--ation 

':he J e\:s of Ger;:::-~ were not e:innci,ated ~s su.d.de1tly and CO!J!:lete_y 

e.£ \:ere t~ose o:· F:-anc e , nor :.at t :: e.1 b:: t !:e ::ii d.dl e o: t he lJt !:: cent·.i.ry 

:·e~cher' t he decree of f reeiotl c11jo:,red b;r t he J e\·•3 o: ~lnnd. . Gr ad.ually , 

':owover, concess i o:is :.:ll bee:l ob t r.ineC:. : r om t he Prusd~'1 overnn en t, and 

t he enlit:;'.1tenoent c _· t he un:per clasr. J e;.·s in t :O.e cen t e r s 01 tr~~o.e p ro-

e;ressed r api dly. ~:r tP.e :ll.<iile of -;;1e 19 t~ century t :1e J c ... -is:1 e!ll1~1ten-

nent in Gerraan;; b~ !lr od.uce ci c secor.d l evel oi scnolare'.'1i3) · They !U!d 

.::o"l"ed be:romi t :ie :!eruielssohn School a:il. ... ·ere deli~ti:;_ f r .ii t s 
f.k -

~is Lrea t fclt :: 1:-: e ::L i el" te!'..::lent . : e consi ders oot i -Jewi sh \1Titers as 

be:ii ghted ~nd wondero w!len t hey will reco!§;lize th.- t the sun i:a' risen. 1'7 
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Thout;a his !>S!)er reco~ni :;es t:o_at e.nti-Jc\.1.sh fee lin.:; cioes e):ist in 

.... " Gen-an:; and else\\'!l.ere throu..;:~out the wor l u , t !le fri t b o: its edi to~ in 

t he enli ghtencent c:uinot oc sha::en . ~he editoirscorn' superstition 

an.cl feele confiC.e:-:t t hat t '.'.:e spi r i t of t he times :r><>ints t oward p eece and 

greeter brotherl y love . Even the l~o rtare case was g reeted a.s an i nsta."lce 

whi ch woull p rove t he 'OO\·;er of t he enlit;htened ,.·orld against so formi d -

tt .. 11, 
able an opuone:1t as t he Pope . In reaC.ing this oater i.'l.!. one wo:uier s how 

~,, 

l~ne such P.. feith - !>ersi s t when faced wi t h disan'Ooint oent in one after 

another of i t ~ hop es . 

enoent , the re~orts on 

Du.rinG t h!s ueriod of fervent fai tJ arui enlight ­

Palestine p~nted in -r17f~:iciic~te o:tly ::i. 

det ached s cientific i nteres t i n t he t>.rc!leoloG;r o: t he land or in tra7el-

so 
oE;'.les s i r.:iilcr t o t :;ose t hey pub:ished on Ciline.l;:~a. :2;en i:: re-;,o:rt-

i!IG t:~e ecti vi ties of Sir :.:oses Montefiore, • iiiiV o: 1857 :u-.int ai!ls 

an enl i gh tened inter e s t in Sir ;.:oses ' rela~ions wi t h t he :.- r.:nce of E~t. 

vri tho;it sho'\\·in.;-; any !:i ·ooat Zio:i interes t i::i Sir :~ose:: 1 ::or :: fo r t i.e Je;;s ,, 
o: ?ales ti "le . .d.oon~ t !~e J evs of Gcr:ia."l;t we ru:.~o seen , as in t~e c~se o: 

these i!l Prar.ce and F.ng1211C. . t hat emanci"'t" tior. c.:.C. ::.n enlig!~ter.!:?ent move-

nent were the fore-ru .. "lners of Ei"obet Zi on . :::e dif:ere::ce in tioc bet•:een 

t~e enli&ctenment of t he Jews o: ~n~land ~nd ::-~:.ce , rn~ t hoGe of Germany , 

1'.lr'Y 1 n "'Jart exl>la.i.11 ... :-y ti2e r e was c. relativ€ly wide-sp read. ~CC0}>tance 

oi ~ibbat Zion i dei>s in t he \:ei; tern countries before t r.is development 

too:~ 1=1l~ce i n Cent ral Thlro::>e . 

The emancina.tion and enlightenment of t he Je\·:s of P.ussia and Po! i:\nci 

may bave be&J..,~ eve~ lurint; t he S t h century. Elija..~ of Vil~ contributed 

to the urocess of enl i i;hten.":lent, anc in t::e Ies~i~ah founcie u. by hi~ ed s -

ciule , R3bbi Hayyi m of Volozni r , !.is sniri ~ w3s carried on. "The Ye-;r.iveh 

of Volozhin r aised a Yho_e Generation of s cholars and rabbis ' i n t~e sp irit 

of t!1e Gnon.1 • I n ti1e "e circ les one could even c.i.etect a certcln auount 
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u 'f toleration to\·ra.r:is t he anathem~tizeci 1 secular science$ 1 ••• ••• ••• 11 

T'.ds S!)i ri t . however. wes not wi O.e- spr ead. ~d t ne f a t e of P..abbi f:enasseh , 

a disciple of t he Gaon who \ri shed to aciju s t Juciaiso to modern conditi ons 

illustrate s t t e lack of to l erance towa r d enl i ghtenment displayed b7 t he 
S"J 

J ews in ~sstern Europe O.uri..ng t he early 19th century. The l as t years of 

J.lexander I Md the reign of l!i c~olas I duri ng \\"r;.i ch t ne ~ttitu.de of t he 

Russian government was ex tremely severe a ...,a.ins t t he Jews or a t best "educe-

tiona.1 11 s erved to destroy whatever seed of enlightenment had reached 

?oland u:ide:- Uanoleon' s :Juchy of Warsaw. 'fypi cal o f the trials ioposeC. 

upon the Je-. s of Russia G.u ri11g t bi s p eriod was the D~ortation Ukase of 
S'/ 

which Sir J.!oses !·ionte:'iore was informed. in 1042. Even durint; t his t ime 
SS' 

there '::ere, it is t rue . e small rr'1lilber of enl i u .-;;eneci J ews in Russi~. 

Tii.ese were t he p eonle wao slon& wit!: Dr . Li!.i ent!'? ~.l urgeci SiT Mose s to 

~ 
corJe t.., Russ i a to spe~ t o Count c~.iva.roff a."lli t~e emperor . But when Sir 

;:oses C.id reach Russia i n l V..6, !:is a r &\ll!lents wl t~ Count Ou.Yaroff concern-

i ns t ne ~o~sibility of en:.ighteni !li; t he Je~s. enu Coi..:n~ i:isseleff ' s r epor t 
'-' -1..·cJ. 

to Sir foses t hat t he Rus sian Jews p e fanatic. t:::at ::'ive t o si;~"thoussnci 

of t !1e;n \:ere \';elco: e to leave a t any time, and t hat Sir :.:oses coulC. t e.ke 

10 , 000 or more of th~ to Palestine or any place else i f he so ciesired , 
r~ 

all reflec t t t:e t~·.ie si tul't :.on of t he Jews in .Russia. In t he 4 te 1050 1 s 

t here ·:1ere si&Jls of increa sing e.ctivA!:"- ~~1e enlit;i!teneci .fe\':s c: 

Russi a . Peroission wa~ &ranted t o ut:i t6jii- to be sent to t he Jews of 

~ssia and Poland , a..~d it was &reeted. in c er tai n circles in ~insk 2.!ld 

Odessa and elsewhere as a welcome i nstrument for t he advancement o: en-
if 

liglltenment e.mong t ile J ews of those areas . Czar Alexander II was hailed 

as a libera t or by t he st-1elling ran!~s of t he enlig.11 tened. J e•::s . In 1860 

rermission ':es b,Tanteci f or t L2 ast eblishment of sev eral ne•~·spa;.ers i n ~ebre\1 
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and Russian \>:hi.Ch wo..UC:. ca:rrj on ti<c process o:: en~ibi:tenment emong the 

Jet-:s ~, The change '""aS not i :ls tanteneous , however , and the vast maJority 

o: Jel':s in Eastern 3w.·o:pe conti nued t o wor ry about t he comi ng e.nd of t he 

\·torld or thJ\t someone h ad deliberately made t heir oil ml.1-:osher, a.rui they 

contit:ued to l ool: upo11 study oi t l:e Talmud as the c:ost rensonable cear.s ... 
f or perfectin& the ,·orl d . \.'e o~· note , t hen, that any wide-e::pread en-

l ii;h tenment ~ong tee Je,•s in :::estern Euro_ e began only in tl:.e 1860 ' s Ull 

opc:-ated for clcse to 20 years before Ribb~t Zi on found any response i~ 

t his part of t he '·:o:-1 6. • 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • s:::~:.'IOl~ 2 

I n thl.c section u e shall ?ttempt to consiC.er t l:e impact of 19 t h cen-

tu.r:; ide&s such as nationalism, ro~enticis~ and so on, a s t hey t el . ed 

shape t !:e F.ibbat Zion phllos opl:y . Ue Ei:cl.l be especiell~ concerncC. wi t i'! 

the pr oble::i of t·:hy certcin Jet:s &.t certain t itles ,.n.c. pl &ce£ \'ere influer.c&cl 

l:=r thes e i deas that were in a sense an~ilnble tl~rolll,;liout E".1..rcp e to ell 

19tr. centtilj· Jet-:s . In eo.d: case, we snall try to ullders tt>ll<i. tl:e C.evelop-

ment in terms of t l:.e total soci&l 3n.cl econo~ic forces operatin& upon t he 

Jeus . Furt!-Ler , \1e t·.i.11 Hotice t!le.t :iot only O.i d tie i::ip~ct of the tctru. 

si tuetion upon t he Je\:~ cleten:iine t!mt F..ibbat :ion should. C.evelop a t a 

t.. i ven tioe it. E. 6 i ven ere:. • but t:.r t it :;..:!. .. o C.eten!:ines \:b .,t 1~ind of Bibb' t 

Zim s l:oulci d evelop . Tlnls , \'e v:ill find t.:.at r..ibb~t Zion i n Pc>lest i ne 

Wt':> reh :tc:i to t he itm:leC.i r te econcr.:ic probleos of t he lo\;er cln.ss .:"el:s fo r 

whom !'al\: .. '-rc.h \;as not c. sati sf~ctcry syste:::i ar..ci who, tl:ere:~ore , ... .-ere i m­
ftthr-

pe~leC:. tO\'!Crd at;ricuJ.t-.:.re
1 

F::_ile f'.:-.iUtil~!:y \':~S i doi::inru:t considerntion ill 

tl:.e i:lind.s oi Zr-t:l i s~ Eovevei Zion encl natiorutl. i sr:. \"•as ver;; important to 

the Genir..n r~bbis , etc. 

:rationolism of sever&l kinds swept Eu.ro~e during the 19th century. 

In Germnny it served as e philosonl:icEll bace for both revolutior:ary and 
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re~ctionary poli t ical t heories. In England t he i dea of e Ohos en Peopl e 

help ed rltionel i ze t he e::I}>ire . In Russia Pan- Sl avisn served t l:e i nteres t s 

of t he Czar . Some Je, ·isr. historia.'ls mie;ht be satisfied t o say t hat t he 

e 
Zei t st• of nntiona.lis:? operated. on t h e Je,·rish ~eople a s on all other s 

in ~urope . Eowezer , it did not oper&.te identical!~ upon r.11 t he t>eoples 

of Europe nor cii d it oyera te a t t h e sme tille in each country, aid so t o 

unders tand Je\lish n.a.tionalis:u v;e would nave to go ci.e eper nnd anPJ.yze t r.e 

speci..ac causes of its various mar-1fe s tat i ons . ff J ewish science in Geroaey 

follc:.1s closel:; upon t !:e :iociel of t ile Gen:t::in l:i s t oricsl st-..iC..i es , ::-nC. t !:e 

.re,~~: . ::istor ians i n co~t3ct with t be cultu!"c of t i:eir :period \·:ere subject 

to t ' e s ame phllosophical i nfluences es t heir non-J'e\';ish contemporaries . 

i:l" c~al v'Bs e Iifgelien e:;d spoke of t he Je\·1.sh nnt :on as c8p~·o1e of con-

sta!lt renel:al . 11 I n ot r.er \·:oros , Je'1.sP n ation&J.i t y does not r es t upon 

uhysicel but unon sn1ri tu~l 6-rounds end. 1 s therefore str o?li e r t '.:l!ll :'Jere ., 
n:-tionnli ty. 11 Thu s , Kr ochmal speaks i n a manner t ynica.lly F~elien. 

,~ 

::~ch:>!'itls ~rankel :U.e been celled an outsyo::en na t :. on.alist . T'.:c {.Teat 

Je, 'is!". :· istorinn Graet z \•Tote i n e 02nner t ypic r'.J. of 19th century German 

~ .. . ..t_ 
~in;orio -r::r::;~; . ':':.Ue t:!!en t he editor o: ~!~id-' proFose~ to tell o: 

-.:..__ '"'.ni:" 
e;rea t Jeu s t•hosc !!.istor i e !! uere p revious] y ur.1-:no\.'!l , he ~ by r eviewi 11g 

sc:Je o: t he r est:l t s o:· t :·e i:issensch. ... ::t
1 

necessE>rily co:ivey to !'.i s reaciers a... 

::oses :i:ess e:"'2..."Pli: 1es t he influence r : t :1e Gcrorm '?hilosopi:ical sc: cols 

U:!)On e Jewi s?-, wri t er. r:e wee orie i nAlly a Spino::i s t 3!lci s on ewl4"..t unci.er ,., 
t he i nn u ence of ==-·•t:ei . :!e spc;ce of t;1e r~.tio :lFliste as s1' iri ti.i r l d\1.-r :s 

faS 
::.rui condcier eci i i s t cr:· :::ieanineful onl;r cs t !:e hi s tcr.,• of iu tions . I:ri t ion-

&li si:: wns , !:e sr: i ci , as necessr.ry to ii:e orgp.nic O.evelo1T.1en t of history as 

c i :fer ences bet\;eer.. inciiviii.·..ials a.."lci S!'eci es ere !1.ece sse~ to .. 
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" cien;lopmen t in t he or g ?r . .ic " orld . 'titt:. keen i 1:sight iies s suu;es ted one 

of t he r eas ons why the spiri 't of Ger.:nan nat ion.cl is:.: cliu ::ot autoi:~tically 

i nduce nationnli em p.:nong ell clnsses of German J ews. ":Cut while t he un-

!>r ejueicecl s tranger cons i de:--s t h e "Cl r obl em of Je\·1i sh D.::lt ionalism a kincily 

one , it appears to cultured Gcm o.n J8\•s unreasonable. For it in in 

Ger::lany t h.et t he ciiffer ence between t he J ewish end Gernru: rru:es i s e::.I!>!'.a--

s i zec ~d used both by t he reactionaries as ~ell as by t he liber e.l enti-

Seoi t e s e.s a clook f or tee Jucieo- Phobi a . It i s t here t hat foe exis tence 
~,..,,loJeJ. 

o: .re,·:it!: ne.t i or.al i t . is s till a a as en art;1.llllent ate.ins t t he grant i ng 

of p r ?ctice2 MC. civil rit;~ts t o t he J ews . " '? 

Geo rGe Elio t t :in::s of ilibb e t Zion i n ter::s of Pelestice , t ne soil , 

and I :o :·:-el ' t r ol e in u orlci l..e s tiny . She S!>ea!:s of t ::e S!>eci.LI. f·.;uc tion 

of e~ch national: ty very much PS ~ritish imperis.l i s t s ous t hcve t hOUE;ht ., 
D.l·. Zeitl i n ruu-.ly:::e s S!nol er.s::in ' ~ Jewish nation .. lism o.s a sp iritual 

~:- tionf'lisn ver ;r ouch l i:.: e PPn- SlcNism. Li :re t i:e 51:?' ' 0!>'..:i ~ea !uE nati cn-

~ism wi sl:eC. to !1pYe no foreign culture added t o i t . .?urt he r , S:tolen s:d.n 

:-e::..li ::ed. t ha t anti- Semi t i s:i :.n 3us sia \fas bas ed ::.o t on nat!.oncl grounds 

alone , bu t l argely \l!>On c-ues ti o~s of r 6l i c ion and econonic s . And so h e 

. "'I fel t t hat Jewi sh i>n ti- nc,t ional' sm woul d be t o no ava i l . 

19 t h centur ;: rooentici s::i el so had its in:'l uence u oon 7"..i.boat Zi on. 

~~:a.tid1' cons t F;Dt l y reflec ts t r.it s- i r i t as it rec~ls t "1e mic ie!!t - .. 
Gl ory of Pers i 3 or ot!ler arens that hod l on.., -:ince dei;;ener £tcc:. .1"•':'i:e r o-

n e!!tic apl)eaJ. of Jc\.'is:: lk ..... tione.li s r: :::anifest i n Geor ee : liot 1 ~ 11 Dr-niel 

J eronde11 uas no t ed b~· a reviewer ~ 11Jh1 s 26 e of ur.f:-.ith c ive s no outlet fo r 
t:ltc.re. 

his cieen suiritual yearni?'l.{;s (nor f or thos e ~ike hi m) •• .. • ;ret •~ comes .• • • 

a burnilll; ~ion messr t:e . I s ii st ::-:- =-<;c t r.£.t ...1 t' ro:-.t.~. s!-.ovl C. ~o t haYe r e-
'Tt 

:"us~d the her i t :>ee of ili s r~ce? 11 
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· • • • • • •• • • • • •• ••• ••• •• • • •• • · ~· ·~ · ·· •· • •• • •• • •••• • •• • • ••• SECTION 3 
The i dee of J8\1ish nat ion.ali sm p s not out of place in the 19th cen-

tO'l~ ~J 
tury end .., be e:-:pecteC. to haveae t least e romanti c e.npeel for some in-

6.ividuaJ..s . r!e Sr.all ll0\'1 try to cii SCOYer Whnt conG.itiODS i ?! Vt>.l"iOUS p a r ts 

of t he Jewish world l e d to .core t han individual interest i '1 t ;1ese i deas . 

I mperiel inter ests i n t he Hear Ees t directed t ne attention oi Iil8llY :Englisil-

men close t o gover:m:ient cir cles toward t t e possibili t y of a Jewish St ate in 

Palestine. I n 18.39 end l&l-0 concli tions in t l:at part of t !le world wer e el-

r.;ost ~chic. The Turkish Empire "as extrene l y weak. and Syria W£'S between 

Turk~ l' nd Egyilt , which t hough nor cally subjec t t o t he Sul ta."l. was a t -

t e::iptinc to t;ein gr enter f r eedom and pc>\;e r . To wes t ern ~ope the t r.reat 

o: ?.uss1P S!>:!)eared cons e t.lut in tee llear East . and w~ereas the 3ri tis!-. 

s eer.ied to want to hold t be Turkish Empir e toGet :ier, the French SU'Q?Or ted 

E~·"}l t Pnci. were willi1te; to !-ave the empil·e crumble~l"'ilhen Sir !foses spo~e 
to vari ous :Br iti sh t:ov ernment officials concernin& the Roly Lend . tl:ey 

revee.lec t heir i n terest in a bc:i..~: fo r Consta~tillO~le , fo r railroa.ci.s i~ 
7J n o't 

Syria . It wesA!"lre al~ruiso bu t certai~ly Br itish i!:Jperial interests t hat 

l ed Lord Pl'lloerston nnd Lord Aber~ecn t o tell Sir :!oses t hat he coulci. in-

f o:rn Je\•'S of the ?...oly Lanci to t ue their t:rievances to the ~nc;lis!:l Consul 

"' d b - t • P t ?'f II'' • • • t i . t " L . P . ... o r re ress e1ore f' e or e . _no·..ic;:: tu.s conve'!"s2 on wi !i ora osonoy 

concernin{; t he Eflst remi. l ed Sir :ioses tc- send a p rintinc; !>ress t o !sre.el 

Drucker. t his was nrob~bJ:r not Lord Pcsonby ' s :p\ll'!)ose 1n :aentioninc 

need for indus try in that pnrt of t he \·•orlO.~J' It was to be en1ected. 

the 

t l:at 

Sir !foees- woulG find a SYl=J!>at hetic listene:- in Lord Palmerston wr.en he sug-

i;es ted t hat he would like to build a hospitt\.l b t he Eol y Land and encoure(;c 

ccri culture t here , es!>eciru.ly if t here were Turki sh troops \··1th English of-

fice:'s to insure t he ~eace c: the country . Lord Polmer ston blu:ied super-

etition f or tn e feet teat nc Enelish:::len "'ere c.llm··ed. to bu.y lAnd in 
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"' Pdesti ne , ·out assured Sir ?.~oses t 1'.2t lont: lea ses were aTailable. Sh.i-

lP.rl y , Si r !-!oses !'o.l.!l.C. willing listeners ill the t;overnor of tlalt a , Sir 

'11 
La\"rence Oliphant , and necy !!k">Jl.V oth..ers . The H rnitad i oyerial interests 

of 3}e;ypt must also be t aken into accow1t as determining i n pert t he fc1.tc 

••• of pr ojects fur t he b ettel"!llent of t he s tate of the Jews in Palesti!te . 

~he £ €;Yptians were trap~eci uncier t he Turks supported by Er.gland ant! were not 

ha:ppy, but had to b e noli te to anyone i nt roduced by the Bri tisil Consul . 

Thus , Sir ::oses always received c friendly bTee tin.g in t hat country. I n 

18J9 Sir :-:oses spoke to the Pasha about i>uyint; land i:1 Palestine. Tile 

Pp..sila sc.id he had no 1211d of hi s own i n tha t country , but tioulci soprove ~· 

e rreneemen ts Sir :toses mi E:ht oake with the local .Arabs . The Pasha also ex-

p r essed h i s ~provsl of a:ny plans for more effic i ent fal't!li ?lb in the Eoly 
I 

Le-"!.e and. s~id t n:-t the \1n.lle of Tiberief: r.ii &ht oe r epai reC.. •• t!ten 

s::::c::e o!' estf''hl!.shi n& joint s tock bankc \'-i.th :i c .::pital of a million poun:s 

s terl i n& -.nth r ower t o i ncrePse i t , i f necesspry. I:,i s eyes sn~.rkled a t ,. 
t hi s ; he a}'luei::.red 6.e li.;hteC. , ?ncl essurcc! •• • }"::Ootecticn . 11 ;.:111or i !'lpericl 

i r.t erest s coul~ u s::nlly be ~easured in dol~ers ~~ ce:lts . 1 r ter Si r 

Moses Eici~ed one of tl:e Pasha 1 s lieuter.cnts :'.'or a co'rl::,· of t l:e !>l'Otliset i n 

'"riti ll£.: , and he wr-s tolC. to :1pJ::e !:: i s r ecues t in wri t i ne.;. ::e di d. so , r>nci 

2€:-in i n te:nr;.e,·ed ti1~ Pa!;?!~ 1 s spoke snpn w!-o c i d :10t CE'.!"" t o e.~re~s ::i o-

eel::' on ~Jl:r otncr subj ect t!:Nl t b•t o: t~e '\"l r o osc6. ·Jen:: . Still later 

t: ere \-Tere more p ro:::lises but P~cin no t hin& in ·Ti ti:lg , \.-1th t ile excuse. 

":Yes teroa:• was your Soo·l)ati: . ':'od ~: i s ours . 11 1!ontl".!; l a t e r Si 1 ~~o&es h£'..tl 

received no ans"·er to h i s lette rs , ~c. ile neve r ci.ici~On a s til l more 

loc3l lo\el Si r J'.osei:; t·:as :'.'aced 1'i t h t he i :"lpe ri21J. ins tinct s of o !1os lem 

lendO\•ner. Sir !:oses wanted t o bu:r s ome lane!. at i.:e·oron for c:ii.S!lensaries 

- lE.-



tl1£t '~ould seI'Ye ~l t he noor of t !le e.rea , J e\•s and :ion-J'el-·s , but over-

ni0:1t t he :!'rice r os e f r o:i ,{50 t o £ 500, t>nd s o !le dii :iot heu of it. t'• 

Cf/ The y ossibi lity of a Jeifa t o Jen1s::-lem rail road was d.i scusseci i n Ent;la.nd ., 
: or n~7 yenrs . Sir :~oses cii ::i not belie\•e t hat t:ne rail roaci. would get 

50 r;1ore Je,~s t o return t o t :Ce r oly Land bu t nopeG. t l:at it n i t;ht impr ovi;; 

t r.ei r si tu~tion . 51:· Culli!"~ E- r c l cy , c;r ea t-c;r aruison o::' Gi deon 531.lpson, 
t. ~~J 

c.n 15t h cent ury Je~·:i sh i ndu s tri ali s t , ·no .::f'.d con\""ertec~ h.'.lcl i nt'rod.uceci. 

tile ::?lan t o Sir ::os es i n t erns of i ts poss i bl y enco:.ir t>.t; i nt; Je·.d. s :. s e t t:!.e-

oent i n Peles tine . Lord Pr'l.-e r s ton PJrr oved t ::e i de :-.• because it <:oul C: 

al.101: t r ool's to be moved nore efficient ly anci. \'.'ould increase cor.oerce fo:­

f> 
·no t !: Turk ey a rid ::. - l and. . T:'!e entire _ c::!lc.s cus Affair , .::icr. \":>S recorded 

so co:nplete~y in Si r ::oioes 1 d i t.ri es a,:cln re\""ed s t i·e i:liluence of :!:~lend. 

... -1 t !: t !:e ':\ir l:isil :Enpire. and t~e wey i n wcich - r i t!.s~ i :iter es t s so~eti:::es 

coi r:c i <i.ed .t i t h J od .s: . interes t ::: in t he Roly Land . 

3enjnnin Di sr e.eli was i r.ter ec t ed b t ile Eest, i n t he .-.sir tic 11ro~lem 

anci. i n t l:e J e'"S 1 r ole ., t :'.Ome an.d elsc\·:he r e . 11!lis i .de"'s emer c;eci. i ron a 

coherent sys tem oi i r.rocr i al:.st t ::eories w::ici~ , , -:~ile !)TO\""Oi:i r1<.. ciis~ree::eut , 

1·c;ve::led oric i n-li t y c.nd v!.f orous t :.c·i.c:.. :. t . I t i s well ~:no\.n t !:at t :.e hi s-

~or;- o : the s ecocC. :> .. ciuinistr~t!.on '"es t i:le :listor: · of t i:.e ~t\rt.e rn '(:t«es t i on . 

i..mc;i na tion r o.t :1cr t~ .... n cf hi s na r ty 1 s traC:.iti ons , and t ' c t he i ntroci.uceci 

t i1e d.re~r.:.s o: Li s e2ste!'!: i1e roes i nt " ~Le nr~cti cal politics of t he \le s t ; 

t: .at :::e , t~ere:ore , t oe.: : oll o: t i:e .:>ue: ' :-en t a'.:er. c: ..... :ru:: . , r eventea. 

C=c.ri s t ?ussi ~ froa cono~crin.'.; C9ns t entino1l e , t:ade c:t~een Vict~ria e!J!>~ess ,, 
of l ndi :>., e tc . , as !1i nted le !'~ b ef or e i n ds novels . " we :~1 c:;ht f eel t:.at 

t he dreans o: I s r veli I s e:?.s t e rn r.ero es \\"C?'e t ?: e effects r .- t her t )·.an t !::.e 
..,..-.<.tee~( q 

ccius es of l- i c g 5 }'0 2.i ti cd ")l'oc r2n. So!:ol ou r e1.'ort.,_ \.i::- t r ;.mor in 
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politic2l circles ha~ it t hnt Disraeli s ow1d.ed. out t he Sultan on t he pos-

s i o i : !. ~y of aut o:io::zy for t he J ews b Pales t ine. This was unproven to 
~ tf, ,i- TltC t-E .., .,~'t h •Y~ b« " J 

sa:r fae l enst bo.t Sol:ol o\·r,c,/E' i oJ, sor:ie p sychological f rllfl t o it or it would 

not ~nvo been b el ieved. 

In such a worl d t i: e i d.ea of a na t i onal ho::ie for t he J e\·ts was not rid1-

cul ous . 1'ven an un!'ri end.l · revie\lor of Geo r t;e El i ot 1 s 11De.niel Dertbld.a11 ::-e-

Yecls t =-:i s at titule : 11If t he J ews t o whom !jere.nrl.a under t akes to restore 

a natioral. i".o::ie o! t :O-e i r o••;'ll, really wished such e ho::ie , t he:' a re abundentl :r 

~ble to do f or the:is elves what no DerO.•ik~ can do for t neo, Dnl t~e fact 

t ::at t hey them~elves stand in t he way suf!'ici ently t>r ove s t:ia t. t::e~· do not ,, 
dee:n the end des irab l e : ::::u s , it i s abunci.antl y reas onable t :!et Sir :.:ozes 

s.:iould. find su~ort f rom ::J8IJ.J Enclis h J cu s and non-..T ~ws whe n ile pr oposed. 

t i1a t t he Pasr.a 11 t>eruit lend :-.n<i. ville<";es to be rented on ? l ease of .50 

years f r ee f:-om ell t xce s or clai~s of i:;oYerno:-s , t he r ellt to be "Oa i ci. a t 

Ale:i:anci.rio; t:1at he uill :>.llou r:ie to s end peoyl e t o assist ant: i ns truct 

ti1e Jev:s i n :1 better uode of cu.1.. t iva t i ?lg l.u-.ii , t he o l i ve , t he vine , co t t on , 

o.nd. ::n.:.l berries , a s \:ell as t he br eed.i llb o i shea, ; fi nall ;r t :1c<.t :~e wi ll 

~ive ~e a f iroan t o open bnnks i n ~eyrout , Jafia, Jc r~R:tl. en nnd Cair~ . 

! s i ncerel:• , r ey , P Si:r : :oseE ccnt inued, "that oy j ourne;r t o t he :iol y :.e11ci. 

:nrv ::>r ov . benefici al to the Jews ; no ~ only to t :1ose & ready t i1ere. but to 

!.lB.ny o t j1ers :i.o :lllJ co::ie t o se t tle holy cities e i t hor i'r om l ove for t b e 

Lt>n U. of Pro::ii s e or f ro:J a C.es !. re t o o-.ii t coun t r i es ;-::1ere p er s ecu t ion pre-g' 
vents t '.1eir livin.:; i n nence . 11 Sir r:osi:s ti:out,;.i1t t hat t !1e Jews i :; Pale s t il1e 

\'Ould t'ish t o live ni:: l o]al Tur!;isil subjec ts , ir..i.t dt~ not ·oelieve t ha t a 

•? 
sl~le Jew in E115_ ancl ·:ould • .. •i s:1 to r et·J.rn t o t !le ::Ol :• Lp_l'lci e t t !1n t ti!!lc . 

FTench i=peria.l is t ir.t e est s in t he ·:ear :::l~t Herc t he r ever s e of 

t 11ose i!l ::::ilul cnd. r. oinor i t~, , ns :ient i oneci before , supported. a !'Olic:r 
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f ?voreble to t !:e Jews , but officiS:.ly t re ?renc~ c;:overnllc.nt was not so 

incli::;ed. . I n 154-0 t":is becr-.:Je ve r y clear •·:::e:i t:-.e Pren~ Cons·:.l a t 

::-."lescus \\"SS cne o: t::e c:.ief a=it.a _;o!U.Ets of t : e Je•·s . In such 2 situ.a­
F,.-e:-nC'h jew 

t~on , eve:i $\).C~ an outst~d.ir-G 
so 

not 11 ardent_y C.eC.ic~teci. to t :.:e ca".lse o: t :.e 

b".U :.:. ? school •·it:: ! , 000 U.uca;s g i ven ·oy t he 3aroness ci.e :r.ot~sc:...il.: o:' 

F:::-is . Sir . ~o~ec. sc.iO. , 11 '.iere it farfj~e ~oly L~.: I s·,n 1.: be cieli.S::teci. t c 

estc.bl1s:i both hos:<. t el em sc:1001 . 11 In :f;..7 ti•e ~t:.!:c:_nc. s of Pl'J"i~ i'"'-

t :-oduced Sir ! ~o ses to tile ~·tee:i o! !ra.'lce, so · :. ~t t:.e :::.tr.er ~i C:.t. f i::r.11;.-

?SS<:.:-e !'.i::i t :!at t !:e :£'re.-.ch ~er.t.s i n S:·ria t~·o~~ sto:~ et t;~c::i!l..; t::e J e' ·:; 
T' wi t.::1 c:12r..;es of ritu:i! :nu.rd.er. Cre:nieUY. hi:;-el f was ~·wsent frv-• t '.1e inte r-

-rte\· t o ::..7<>i~ e::ibe:-'Assuent . T;;e PO':)e t.ie.:. <; ;:-

,:;-· i ded b:r l r:u.rc':l inte•·ests · ·ouli no t · ... e co:::•:nce.: o: t ::.e in.; ocence o!' t:: e 
1• 

a c cused. Je\\"s i n :;a.:i:lscus . ! n .. .\ust::1.a :::..'lC. Pr-..:.ssia, _ e~:- of R-.1ssi a jro'.J.b.~t 

,;;over:l!":ent i~terests closer t o t :.ose o: ~lc.."lC. t ::an t c t !:ose o:· Prn.'lce, 
a...._ ,,,a:- <'f'~Se~th_L!J w.\S 

anti. so we, - · t:'le .nustrian Consul i6I J er .:.sale:1
4 
i:1 ta:re s tcC. i:. a r oeci. t o 

ct I .-o r b 1.- ,.(c.. ,,.:-.,>-;-ro t'! ~ 
Jp.;;fp , t:: e :· riends:.ir -.owe.rt. t::e Je,·s ,.:c:r t!:e cons·i : s of 

•. ~en t:.e i n"'.>eri2.l i n terests t · :~t : cLi leC. ::io .. n? :Or i tis:i Jc;·•s roll no n-Jev•s 

C:.isinc!i:iatio?1 of t:,e testi!'.:o r.i~J. cou::ii ttec t o encourr~e ccricU: ture , t he 

';i:ie !:1i..,h t yet r rrive \:::e= t::.e:• ,·o·..l.l~ _lc.C:l;· av{'il t ::.e:::ise:Yes o:· e f evo:o-:-b:c 
h&f' ,,, 

O!>.,..o:-tuni t;; to - ro::io t e 1-. lon_. c:.eri~:-:.e.:. sci e:.1e . 11 In :.:.o:: Sir LE>vrence 

ti:'!.e ~t t.:1e no::icnt , b cca-..:.se o: t:-:e n :-o"ol e::: of :?r:..t1s :. irap ericl ir:terest:: 

r r o:--·· ~sed. to t~ose o: ':\u·::cy o:i. t he CIUPStio!1 of ~7.'t . :-:e felt , :.owever , 
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f 3 
t~:at it ·-as ·1eri i:inort e-.nt :o:- t:::e Je '$ t o :tee:;> U:J t!:.eir E:ibcat Zion. In 

i.SE.J ::r . Loewe :-e:-o:-te~ t ::at a!.: t!:.e 31?'1.s~ leader s ~asides ~-:Onte±"iore ~"&re 

i::itereste~ in ot~er t~ings ti:.an Settle::ie.~t ef t~e ~oly LB:ld . ~here we r e 

~o=e :h:-istiar.s sti ll intereste~ . tae P~bb i E • .!0..1.er ~nc ::o~te::..ore ' s 

ne:-t:e-!s . '!'i:ese !'ew Eozev ei : ion h:::a.0. :Je t ir. lo::id.on, ~ut t !:eir ::ieeting tras 

:iot r e,ported i!l t he Je;:ish Pres: o: the city , beca-..i.se o: anti- :!i.b'Jat Zi on 
9'/ 

:eeli:l.;:. Even t" .ose d~o ~d :o:r:iE':-1:· co:::t :riin.· ted to tile ~-~o::tefiore testi-
fl' 

:ic?lial :::c. :r.o'f· lest i.?ltere~ :. . Jt>vi ...: Jc:'\...o:: SllbS• c te( t:-.at ·ceceuse fae 

:eanin.: Je\·s o: 

::es:. ta -:cc. t o ci.c 

i ntere s t s .:..eteroin~ '.::ri t:. :;·· 

arui l"f?!>Ort< t'.:et t :1e ':ur::s 

i ... ne_ .. cer to Palestine :icr to 

testi~oniPl ccr-c.i t te~ . they 

li t;;le l~te:- , :.c ·e "\'e r , .::ore.o:: 

ir:;;e!'ec i ::-. Le Jed.s: sett~ e:Jent of ?cle ~ ;in.a 

:·e:i~ "r>.r.o t !:er ~-J..2. ·a:-i :::. 11 ~ ~ :n-:eres t in e::i...;r a-

ti1e u:li. te=. St a t es , ·-·,_it to c~:--'=· O..."ld ~:-ob20!.: r ,. 
to the~ uarts of t he ~ti. ti s!: ·::Ji re as ·:e __ • s c::olC".· felt t .. -t t ::e 

s::iiri t o!' the .t.J..li:.J:ce :.u its e:-.rl:,. s:nc:e: ' ·~s r.e~io:>t>l is t :...•d t~e.t ~e es­

"' tcbl i s'..=er.t o: :.i::-;e~ :s:-~el \:L'S :10 £Cc1C.en<; . : :.is =.._;·.: :'.2-:e b eer. tru.e 

~t t:-:e nor.::e:;t of t !.e f..: ·.L-:..:.i:-.: o: t!:e ..!_!.!.~ce , •·1--..:.c:~ coinci.:ec. vi t h t!le 

. -ite rest ~ '.o::ie .; ::css repc•:-ted e.:non.: ce:-tain !'re!lC:: circles ir. ·e\··ish settle-

::?er.t i :- Pal es tine . ~· l x.U , i..o\·ev.:?r , :.:~via Go r.:.on : ounC. :lo t:-nce in Paris ,,. 
o: those \ 0 :1.0 su:p'->orted ::aus..:or i in 1€5';" e.-:cept : or t ile :tot::sc;.in(·.s . And 

r:;f Pa.Je,ttil't .1 

t !lo·J.C;l: in 1Z62 ::e s :: t :.ougct ~-=-e~ce '-:0·11.:. :c.vor J e·.:!. s "': color. · ::ati o:i.
4 

i r. t he 

is:o •s, ?.as:--1 ?ine repo:-te.~ ~ c~~-._--.,ee o:' ~tti~ci.e !.r. t::e .il: ia~.~e , sc tb:.>t 

'-' 
t he:r l·"'·we ·oecooe ne:::~tiYe , t!:rou ·h ~:1:.:ve!l Israel , t o .. :l'!'C -Ul new cc-lor.it~ • 
............. . .............. . . .. . .. ............. .. .... . . •·• .s ZCTIO .. i 4 

i-.hl, e t !le :.U"" er!. "'\: i :-.te"!'es ts c.· se..- ral ' ·es t err. :-:.'-· :-cpear. "l'O\ ·e:-s ii:: 

t:.e : ~e~ :::~st C.urin::; tne nin eteer.t:·. centU!'y C.ete:-=i 1e~ t !-..e.t -=1b·ur t : i on 

s::ould or shoult:. not ~·e.i!l :oo::n~l:u-ity ::-non..: the u::i:-er c l asses , {lna esnec i cl.ly 
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:.-..,o:lt; t he unper clcs s J evs !.n t !-.os e cou..'1tri es 7 J et it was anot her ~soect 

o~ t hei r t o t el soci<.>l er...d. eco!lo:iic s i t un.tion \·!:i c~ 6.et e!':lineci. t he ~ • in c- r 

suppor t Ei bb;:it Zion s>ould t FJ:e. ':'he t;rodne of cit:· !ICTOu.lationo in Ent;lz.'1C. . 

fo r t!):e:lple, were com:oosef, lerce1-y o: i Mustr 1al wor ker s w~ \1er e per iodi-

c :-:.ll y une!!mloyeci., r.nO. \{-:o, even i n ti?!les o:: rela tive :pros!>eri ty , could. bnrely 

sU'On ort t~eir i:i.~eC.iate fa;nil ies . 
· oi.n f l'lili'C. \ 

The s ick , the old, t he orphan~ , ellli even 

t "1e '1or ::ers1
1were i n cons t ant need. of : ooC., c lothiflb , :Uel , etc. The poten-

ticl sccial unre~ t .;ener a t ed b;,· t his s i tuat1on was nertially aoeliorated 

t hrouch chm-1 ty . ! t beca:ne t he f a sh i cn e.monG t he vreal t h:r t o d isplay t heir 

\:eal t h , s~ve t:1ei r cons ciences , end allevia te so::ie }_io tentia.lly explo s ive 

::u::ian ::ii sery t r.r oueh t :ie pr actice o:~ philant hro-,;t. In t he early 19 th cen-

t·.irJ P.i b"oet Zion , fo r t hese we6.l t hy p eop_e , t.•as essentia l ly r>notiler ty"pe 

Sir !!ose s !.or.te:icre records t hat zivinc t o rJ.l c:.rri t ies was the r e-

c~teci. t!l i!"~ for :.ie entire circle, t~ose wbo beceoe r.oYevei Zi on am: t :.._ose 
,.> 

who did ::io~ . :·:i-:en he r n cl 1~ dy : '.on tef 1ore ~ s~ ved ::?. s~ · lTeC:::. Si:-

.'.o ::;e ::; eave .1 5~ to t he ".JOOr c f each , t.~e Gem:m cnC. t tle ?ort~'"Ue se Jewi sh 

I~ 
con,:;ret;etion:: i n Lon.::.oD , :>n d ,/ 500 :or t he poor Jm..-s of Je:-usale::i . Sir 

: ~ose s sent Dl·. Fre~:el to , ttem: t ;;e poor of Jer useleu ~t hls (Sir 1·~ s e s 1 ) 

1•1 
e:.::_ot>n se, a.11t. P : e\·: :,.·ec.r s l c ter t he -.,:ulPJ1t ::.r o' i s t r eco:-d.ed ilel ,in.., the poor 

of :i:sol!don i n t:1e :: c;Je ent ry : n :.i s cl.i cries , ::n~ i !'l t he s"'oe sort o: l anv-.ui.;e 

I - nr as h e recorded sen<iing suor.liea t o Dr . Fr an.'<el s dispe!lsary :.n <1er u.saler.i. 

~ib~at Zion, bec~use of ~riti sh i croerial i nteres t s , ruid es~ecially 

·.rnon a n!1i le'lt :1ro o:.c nlane . C.'O:'Ccl eci to mruw :...no i sh c:u·is tians . Perh?!JS 

r o::iant i c:s:1 also colorer: t he t:".i l'lldno of s ome O.e tocen~.nt s of Engli ah Je•1s 

• ·::o hnd conve::-ted , :or ::ia.~• anon;.-:Jous t;ifts ~~ere received from th~s e qual"-

, ... 
ters . P.e;nin . Christian~ u:>:.J :mer el:· hnve f e l t obli t.;a teci t o recbroc~te ,o'1 

• c~e.rities . ....:t ..? r t he cons ta.'ll t giits o-; t l:::e J e'.1.s!1 philr.n t hrol'i s t s t o Cfl..ri s tian ,., 
3ir 0ull i r...; :Eeril:· seeos to ::-e:lect cil l oi t hese influences. 
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For t he ~hibition of 1851 , Dr . Loewe reported concerning Montefiore~ 

"In his zee.l. for the p roco t ion of t he welfare of the Holy City, end w1 th 

t he object of d ra\·rint; t he a ttention of t he pu.blic to t he superior talents 

of his co-rel i g ionists in Palestine, Sir !.foses er.h1bited t wo. beautiful 
1-t 

v~.ses ~ecuted b;r Mordechai Schn.itzer of Jerusalem • •••. . •• 11 The 3ibbat 
. l/O 

Zion activi tiea of t he Rothschilds were all alonL phile.nthro1"i.c lines. 

:Even t he buil ding oi l o\'/-cost liousint:; ~or t he poor of J erusale!il was not e. 

::.ibbat Zion project unrelat ed. to t he geneTal n ractices of philanthropy,. 

a t that time. The wealt hy of Derl i n also built houses to eid t ho poor 

\•tho could not afford hi gh rent s , as had been done in Engle.nd and Costa ,,, 
Rica . Thu s , we see Sir 1·1oses• interest in Jeruse.l.er.i and t hat of his 

fellow Hovevei Zi on in England end western E'~r°='e • exp ressed i n a manner 

entirel.v typi cal of t heir time , plece anc. position in societ y . 
Hibbat Zion 

Becaw: e of t he f e et t hat t ileir activities \fere essentinlly of a phil­
f'. 

anthropic nature , the early Eovevei Zion i n '"ec';ern :Ew·ope \1cre subject 

t o nroblens of compet ition and 11 honor11 • In t he c · se of !·'.on t ef i ore, \<tho 

h.ed to give uu a 101'18s tanding ambition t o build a hospi tal in Jel"\lse.le~ 

·oecause h e found t h:l t t he ?.o t hschiltis heti ;-lre2.dy begu.'l to wor k on t he 

nr oj ect , fibbe t Zion did. not lo se , for Si r ?!.oses clevoteti hi s energies .. ~ 
elsewhere i n Pales tine. I n t he case oi Barc-n de Hirsch and Baron Edmund 

de · othschild of Pe:~s . :.owever, ri.ey we suspec t t hat o::le o: t he contribu-

t inu factors to de Hirsch' s founciinc I C J.. was Bothsch.i l d. 1 s role in F I C J..? 

In 18::) de r.irsc!1 was s till consi d ered b;,' David Gordon r11ucn ns Rothschild 

was . It was only lr.ter t hat the di::'f e rence in ideas betueen these men 
1\1 

becal:le obviou s . 

• . • • •tn0tlier asp ec·t· of . i?xiy °F.ibb~t "zio~ ·:a.erH~ ·o~. ~t·t~~iio·n·:. 0t;0• ~f ·~~CT!OI; ::> 

d..istinguishing :features of t he movement in all s t at;es was its emphanis on 
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establishing a Yishuv that would not ciepenci on chart t y , one t h.at t.--ould 
/.i rll~ 

build up t h e land. a s weE as stuii.yA" The i d eas of land and nationalit y 
itl'te'r-

were .. closely- relat ed. i n 19t h cen t"11ry thinl:ing. Though he wrote i n 

t he twentieth century-, . £. n. Gordon e~ressed an att itude basic to Hibbat 

Zion :from the v ery beginning . 

The gl orification of labor, widely expr essed in the nineteenth cen­
ft 

tury bad a specie.l appeal to enlightened Jews as a p rogram for t l:.eir 

less f ortunate b rethren . It was not only t he ciesire t o becooe fal"!!lers, 
dS 

e."tpressed by the poor J ews in t he Eoly Lend ae enrly es the 18JO ' s • which 

led Sir lfoses i·1ont efiore. to his i nteres t in p romoti ng labor among his 

co- religionists , for he was i nterested i n agricultur e for t he Jews of 

••• Russi a and Poland as well . His t~ecial int eres t i n Palestine, however, 

led him to devote much energy t o t he Hibbat Zion goal of p romoting t he 

111 
developi:1ent of a l aborinc, self ::l'1s t aining Yishu.v. Siailerly t h e en-

~-~- l'' lightened editors oi taFJi t (155?) , o efore t hey were part icularly c on-

cerned ' 'Tith t he problems of Pales tine , r~orted hope!'ully on some Jm·:s in 

Russi a who wore given land. Recogni::itl(; t::e objective C..iff icul ties and. 
q. 

t :'le !'act that it :10-.lld involve a v er y hard. ad.justoent , t he t·!ap;i d felt ,,, 
t he.t J ews had been, could be, end. s: oul<i ec;ain ·oecooe t;ood fa._~ers . J acob 

Riefoan. a Maskil , in his 11!~ae:ia.r Teudat Yisr oel11 (1568) acivoceted a re tu..""tl 

af 
of ·Tews to t he soil , t hour.;h not ,, yet , a return to t he soil of Palestine , 

"' alone; wi t h his ci13I11Pioni~ o'f: Jcwis!: 11ati ona..li ty and MtionA.!. creati vity. 

Cn his sevanti: voyS(;e to Palestine ( 1875) Sir Moses l·~ntefiore r epcfted , 

11 It '"as in the ar.cient F.ebrew COl:!Dl.Uli t y of Ve:tice t hat a su',,ject closely con-

nected t'i t i: t h e 1nteres t o of t:!:e ~oly Lend was fir s t broached t o me . 

Signor a F . c. s. Rande t;ger - FrieU.enbe re . t he aut hores s of ~ \·•ork wnti tled 

• Strenne Israeli tica ', hed an idea of establishins; r• f e!'lcle agr i culturnl 
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school in the Holy Lana. at an annual outlay of th:tr;ty thousand Austrian 
l~O 

flol::i.11s ••• , . 11 Thus we he:ve seen an att:i. tud.e :fa:voring ind.us try n11d es-

}?ecially :f.'a::i.'ihing for the Jews advocated in enlighten eel c:l:rcles in 1\lngla.nd~ 
1Jll 

Germany, Poland and. Italy. Among the Hoveve:l. Zion ·tM.s attHude was a.1)-
l.JJJI 

~Qliecl es:peci.ally to ind.ustry and farming in Palestine. ci , .. 

• ~ 11 • e ,. • 5 • " 1 1 t e • • • " • e e • e • e • • • e • • * s e e • !El i& * e • 9 • • t e & • • t • .p 11 e e fl • • "-'?EC 'I I() J~ 6 
Turning now to wha·b may be the most crue:i.aJ. elemen1; in Hibl)at Z:Lon, 

·we shall try to ltnderstand. wby a nationalist interpretation of th<:i nature 

of the Jews was needed.~ and by whom. \Je have seen that nat:lona.J.:l.stic i(j.eas 

were current in the n:i.noteenth century, aml that they arJ:pealed to d.ifferent 

groups of Jews at d:i.fferent tj.mes and places. J'ewish nat:lonalism was im-

:porta.nt to wealthy west European Jews, as to mMy non;i..iJewish jGnglisbmen, 

as :i.t was related to Pt:t.lestine, ~md the interests of \l'arious pOW(')l°S :t.n 

the fate of thE~ l'Jea.t' JTiast. To the G·errnan. rabbis v1ho became Ifovevei Zion 

tM,s wa.s a minor consideratj.on. These latter, as enlightened Orthodox 

,Tews o:f:' the nineteenth century, folu:i.d in Jewish natiorJ.c'1lism the soluUon 

to an acute inner :pro1)J.em of' Jew:i.sh J.ife. To most of the former group 

\•t:.1.th the probable exce1)t:i.ons of the rabbis o:f Lond.on, Sir Moses Montefiore, 

.1.1.1 be rt Cohen ancl the Hothsch:i.lds of Paris, the inner 1n·oblem of .Tudaism 

was secornla:r.y, so thEd.:r interest in Hibbat Zion d.id not outlast their gov-

ern.rn(:ints 1 1 pol:l.cies fa~orable to a Jewhh state in I>Hlestine. 

The internal Jewish J):t'oblem of the enlightenecl Orthodox of the early 

nine·teen"tl.L centu1zy- was this: Suda:i.srn had. to be redefined in modern tern1s. 
li:ndi vi <lad. 

After the emanci:paUont J·uclaism coulcl no longer comnwnd the/loyalty· of 

enlightenetl Jews as the sole determiner of a:Ll :poli Uc al, social and reJ.igj.ou.fi 

moyes, as had been possible :i.n ·bhe med.ieval ghe-bt;o. ~Vhe Reform movement 

tried to red.efine Judaism as a religion only in the way various IJroteste.nt 

demoninaiiions were "religions". Ji'or those who felt conlJ?letely emcincipa ted 

sod.lil!lly and J?Olj. tteall;y-, this seemed reasonable. On the other hand, the 

-26-



I 
l 
1 
! 
l 
j 
l 
'i 
l 
j 

j 

the unenligM;ened. Orthodox a.:l.d. not feel the pressure of modern :i.d.eas 

keenly enough to force them to change the:i.r medieval ways of thinking, 

and so they merely retrea·ted into a darker obscuran'bism to avoid. and. re~. 

s:i.st that. pressure. The enlightened Orthodox were u.n1:Cble or unw:Lllini>£ 

to escape the impJ.:i.cations o:f. mo(lern id.eas a..t the 11ri.ce a:f obsc'4tioii1tism, 

and were unable to accept the H.efo:r.m redefini Uon which meant gi v-1.ng u~fJ 

in 1 arge measure their ances t\ral wt:;cys and. group id entity in return for 

almost no'c;hJ.ng. The modern Orthodox ralJbis were almost a vested. inteTest 

g:rouJlt but a consiclerable section of: the Jewish midc'lle class in central 

and later in eastern JTiurope felt the sHme way. They he.CL gained too little 

weal th too la.te to wi.n acceptance in the to~9 circles of t;heir coun-bri.e s, 

and the treatment of the ,Tews in Syr:l.a, Morocco, Poland and even Germany 

did not make 'chem shril'e 'bl1e confi<lonce of the Reform .Tews that they could 

exchange their anc:i.ent Jewish solid.ari ty for something more valn1::1:ble. 

]'aced w:i. th the need for a modern interpretation of t;heir Jud.a:lsmt one that 

would ncit sacrifice the anc:lent ho:Pes and consolations i challenged from the 

one side ·by ll.eform. and. from the other by react1.onary Orthodoxy; and l:i.v:i.ng 

in nineteenth century 1L11rope, many Jews turned to the idea, of a natural 

natiomi.l ret~torgtion. 

We have comd.d.erecl the influence of ·bhe Wissensche.ft as a channel 

whe:rel)y the ne,tional interpretat:!.on of his·bory wr:w made aveJ.leJ)J.e to all 

en1:1.ghtened Jews of that time. (for.teralJ.;y·, the Jews who took u:p the nat:l.onaJ. 

id.ea and beoame Hovevei Zion were 'chose d.eEicrioed. by Moses Herrn: 11Ma:ny 

I 
who have emanci1n:1ted themsel'IJ'es from dry· orthod.oxy have :recently 1ni:>.nifested 

in. the:l.:r. studies a dee~pening concept:ton of natj.onal J\1clu:i.sm; and. have 

thus b:r.ought about the hanishment of the;b SU'.fle:l'.'f:l.ctal :rationalism wM.ch 

we.s the cause of a growing indifference to th:Lr1gs Je'1d.sh and. which flnally 
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lecL to a. totgl sev<~:r.ance :from J"udaism. J3ut we find, on the other hand, 

~~mong the nationalistic ranks, ra'bbist s-0.ch as I used 1~o meet :i.n my 

younger clays, 'I/rho clo not fall beM.ncl the Jlefo:emers in sc:i.ence and knowled.ge. n 

~ .. t ff 
The en.ti.re circle of vrrHers about --:ii~ :tvfogid.'1 falls into the first 

\ 
w•<=<•...__·---~.._. ...... 

gro1rrJ mentioned by Hess. Jllven S. D. J~uzzatto 11 ~ppears to have d.es:i.red. to 

reaeb. the ea.rs of the Ho ths chiJ.ds when in 1857 he wrote to M. Al be rt Cohen, 

the secretary of the Pa.ris member of the ft:m1:i.J.y, 1 Palestine must 1rn peopled 

by Jews, and its land tilled. by 'Ghe sons of Israel, in order that the h~na. 

11/".:V~ 
of our :fathers take on agaln as in cleys of yore --- bea.1rby :::md. glory)" 

~!he rabM.s too were very much the sort Hess clescribed. ~r.he ~1:piri tu.al 

descend.ants of Elijah of V:l.lna were often founcl runori#; the Hovevei 2:',ion, 
I,) µc,; 

from J.ts ea.rliest days. Rabbi Jlllia.sb.erg, though Orthodox, did. not even 

use the excmie of er·, 7 {.,,-y .J; / 11 /Ji -';'J J111JIV7) fl I f'7 in .his a:rgu.-

ments for settling the r,anct of' Israel, as Rabb:Lf lfalischer and. Gut,ma.cher 
J.fi>'tlfl/r' l~J'~ 

did. Rat.her, he was the sort who quoted Steinscbneider. Rabbi Kalish.her 

wrote articJ.es on science and ph:i.loBophy as well as ~.1almu~~;tl(bbi S. L. 

Rapoy.iort of Prague spoke to the Montefiores several times while they were 

in that city on the sub,j ect " . ''>'I: ~ o:i: the Holy 11mcl. And Rabbi Alkal:t., in 11 P·oral 
II 

k1.d.6noy 11 (1857) shows himself to be .illl..QQ~il on world a.ffair:s: 11After 

an al11.e homiletica1 d.iscussion of th~) Messi.".mic )'.Jroblem, in which he shows 

a 
considerable knowledge of the older wr:i. ters, .Alkali suggests the formation ,. 
of a joint-stock com:pany, such e.s a steamship or railroad trust, whose en-

d.ea.vor it should. be to ind1;i.ce the Sultan to ced.e P0.lestine to the Jews as 

a tributary country, on a 11lan similar to ·t;.hat on which the :Oanulie pr.inc:i.-
1.l"J>'~ 

pa:u ties were governecl. 11 

]'or the rab'bis, the :·orol)lem we.s often stat;ed in terms of the coming 
/}'j 

of the ttfossinh. HnJ)lJi Kalische1• opened the entire ],)roblem wi'th his d.is-

cusdon of the poss:i.bi1i ty of brint;ini.s; tho res toratlon o:f Israel through 

I 

I 
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natural means w:l thout wai tin{; for the messiah. lly 18?2 RDlll)i H. z. 

Snoersohn summecl up the vrol)lem thL.i.s: 

11 .Amo:ng the Holn'(-)Wi there are thrl~e cl:i.fferent opinions concer:n.:J.ng 

these ouest1.ons. Some say: It is absurd. to think of a com1.ng 

Il.estoration •••• Dut th:1.s j,s gen<:~raJ.ly the opinion of those who Uve 

in coun1;ries where no a.iffercnce iH mad.e 'between the believerB in 

one creed. and. another. ~!hey do not think. of the manifold oppression 

10md. vexf!tions which Jews have tos:uffer in other countries ••.• Besj,des, 

this o·pinion .i~1 in o:,oposi"liion to the Holy Writ· as well as to eommon 
. tJ.>iJ. 

Bense.; .• 11 

111rhere are many other Jews, esxJec:lally those without rmy profound 

knowled{;e, who "believe in n resto:rat:i.on of the former glory .••• But 

they think that this errnnge isi to s:pril'.J.{:; forth sudclenly; not in a. 

natural wciy, but through signEi r~nd. wond.ors, in a rni1•aculous manner •••• 

f:,.vhi eh is possible, "but hard. to bolievdj /~.f' 
11 :But ·here is another v1.ew v:M.ch agreos both 1:1:1. th the word of (focl 

and. wj. th the b:wmm unclers tancl:1.ng and_ this seems to me to be i.;he 

true and right one: Many of the w:i.se men of the Jews say that the 

future salvation :i.s a two-fold salvation; onEJ the amol:i.oration of their 

material welfare only, the other the SlJiritua.1 and. :lnb')°J.lectual of 

which all the :i.nhaM. tan ts of the earth will :r;>artal.rn :i.n varioti.s means 

and ways •••• e.ccording to these men, the ~oolH:i.cal restoration of 

Isro.el wU.1 only de~9en.Ci on the effo:t:"GS of the Israelites and on the 

kings ancl :r.ulel~S who aro g,·u:td.ea. 'by Jv:i.·uth 1.:u1c1 ;justice. And such is the 

wn.1 of God, 1·!:i.th the advent of the Mesrdah. 

11 And the se1Yst:i.on which is to eome to all na:tlons will 1Je ful:fLl.lecl 
IJ.6' 

in PL wonderful we;:/. 11 
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A d.ecade before Il.pJ)b:i. Sneersohn, Moses Hoss a:n1;;,lyzed the im])act of 

modern 1.deas on ,Jucla:lsm in slightly· 6.ifferen t term~•, ·but reached the 

same three-]?art d:lvlsion of .Tewish 01'.)inion on the nature of JucLaism. 

11 In Jewry, as well as in the world, \;here are to 1:ie d.iscovered at pres·~ 

ent two main tendencies which, though d.iame·trically opposed to each 

other, st:Ul originate from the samt'.'l source, namely, the need o:f.' ob-

,ject:i:ve religious norms a.nd. the inal1ility to create them. 11 1
rhe on.e 

tendency -vms to turn back, as in the cas(;) of the supernat;uralism of 

Jle.bbi H:J.:rsch of Jh•arik:for'li on U1e Main, and the othert an 11 ani;idote
11

, 

1>-1 
was negative :r.G:f:'orm, with its "extreme :i.ndi vid.uali sm aml incoherence. 

11 

Hess 1 s own OJJ:i.n:i.onli': 

11 do not af;ree with the conce:p-tions of either extreme faction, 

bu.t belong to 1:1. d.iff'erent c,rcler of ideas, I 1)el:i.eve that not 

only does the national essence of ,J'ud.a:i.sm not exclude civiliza-

tion i:;!)J.d htunan:i. ta.rianism, 'but that the latter really follow from 

it~ as necessar:i.ly as the result follows from the cause. I:f, 

:tn spite of thj,s, I er11phasize the national sid.e of ,Twlaism, 

'!'Jhich is tho root t rather than the hu:maid. tarh3.n as1Jec·b, which 

is thfJ lJloom 1:1:i1d flower, it is "because :tn our time ))OO:ple are 

prone to decorate themselves wlth the flowers o:f culture rather 

than cultivate ·them again :l.n the so:i.l on which tht;iy gre\v. It 
I.Pf 

ir:J out of J"uo.o.:i.sm tha.t our hurrtt::ln1.tarion view o:f l:lfe sprang.
11 

Their opposition "\;o the Reform movement was one o:f.' the motiva:b:l11<S: 

:factors in the turn of many enlightened Orthoclox .Tei:ni to H:i.blJa t Zion, 

and the form of th.01.r Hi'b1w,t Z:l.on was :r;ni.rtia.ll;r determ:l.nea. 'by th.is 

op:pos:i. tion. 

Dr~ Ze:t tlin stnto,a' 'GJ'.10 Heform alter:nattve to the medieval all-

• 1 1 · , f .. , · t · · 1 11 c.... th •·h b a th R " · t J.nc us:i.ve c;_e ·:i.nJ. ,1011 very· conc1se. y, ;11 e 0·0 .er .an. '..e . e:.cormis s 



maintn:Lnecl thHt the Jews were only a. religious comr:runity ancl not a 
/,)./1 

nation." \·ia:iunm1 cites the J:leform Synod of :B'rrmkforrt, 1845, as an ocM 

cas:i.on on which the o:rmosi tion of G·erma11 progressive Jews to the id.ea 

of Jew:l.sh nationaJ.i ty vrn.s rea:ffirined and might have d:rawn the attent:i.on 

/'jo 
of Moses Hess. .Tmd.sh nationaJJ.srn, therefore, setVed as a. wM.}) against 

Jleform. As early e.s 1819 Habb:t Aki'ba l!'J{.;er ana. his son~in-law Ila.bbl 

Hoses Sofer attaekeo. Heform for omi~ting Hebrew on thra g:r.ou:o.ds that 
J-31 

:it is the g_g_ti.QJ}§.1:1 as well as the holy la:n{Suage· of the ,Jews. Dr~ 

Saehs o:f :Berlin in 111.rhe Reltg:i.ous Poetry of the S:pan:l.Bh ,Jews
11

, refer:d.ng 

to ,Judah Halev:i., offeref a J.esson to the Reformers, nr1~he one who cannot 

theoretically conceive the so;tution of the pro.blem, how a dis:persed 

:people may possess a nat:tonality 101l1d. a homeless nation a fatherland, 

w:i.11 fi.nd. in the· personality o:f this great singer iofildt in M.s J)Oe·try, 
1.3:Y 

a J)ractical solut:i.on to that :oroblem. 11 A few years h:i;l;er Dr. Michael 
J']IJ 

Sac.hs o:f J3er1in was a su;:i11orter of Habb:i .. Kalischer. Moses Hess clirectocl 

a ser:i.es of argl..unents precisely against ·t;he Heform op:oonents of Jewish 

H e:t. j_ on al ism~ 

lfJ)u·t, mark you, from ell these real or i;na{~inaty benefits which . 

Mie ,Tewr; i.n d.is:persj.on confer u:pon the world., none will be d.imin:i.Bhed. 

even a.fter the restoration o:f the Jewish State. ]'or just as at the 

time of the retu:m :from the }3ab;ylon1.an eildle, not $11 the Jews settled 

in Pa1est:lne, ht1·t; thfJ majority :remained ln the lands of exile, whore 

there had. 1)een Jewish s1Yttlements since the cl:i.SJ?ersion of Israel mcl 

,Jud.ah, so need we not look :forward to a larger co.ncent:r.ation of ,Jews 

at the future restoration. }3esicles (t.he 'benefits Jews l)estow upon the 

world. world. are exe:i&;f;era'cea. 'by the J:teformers). As to affecting the 

un:l.ty of l:'l.fo and. theory, :1..t is only possil)le w:i.th a nat1.on wh:ich ls 

I?>~ 
:ooli ticalJ.;y orb1m:i. zed. 11 i 

i ' 

I 

i ..... 



lilven when not s~0eeking of tl:HJ :Reform .Tews with re:feren.ce to their 

theology, the enlightened Orthod.ox Hovevei 2'iion often responded to at-

tack:s :from anti-nat:i.onoJJ.st ,Jews who were concern.eel only with emancipa··· 

tion. Ital.JM. Gut;~ne.che1·, in h:l.s introduc'l;:lon to Rabb:t Kalischer 1 s 

j 113 ))(2 17'? argued that equal rights would. come to the tTews 

on1y af·ber.• the onus of ·be:1.ng 11 ca~oM:ves 11 had. 1rnen removecl through settle-
13( . 

rnent of the Land. o:f Ir:i:rael. Ra,b'b:i. El:i.a.sberg argued t~{:;ainst ·the fears 

of some Maskil1.m 1.:m.d. Heformers that Hi blntt Zion would. irilped.e the:lr 

}'.):rogress 'l;oweJ'.'d. equvl rights. He even inv:i.'Ge<l ~)J.l these J/00il1<~ and 
11lo 

all other: ,Tews to join :tn 'lihe effort. One of Moses Hess 1 s polemics 

on this sulJ,ject reveals nn evaluation o:f 1Jfoses Mendelssohn lesB revo·-

J.utionnry thon that of Perez Smolen.skin, l)ut ~)erha])S more accur~1:t;e: 

11 ]iiven the naUonalisUc Mendelssohn dJ.d not know of a cor~mo:poJ.Han 

Juo.aism., It is on1y :i.n mode:r.n times that, for the Jm'.l~:r~oses of o"btain-· 

ing e<1unJ. rights, some Ge11 man ,Jews Cl.enierl the existence of Jew:i. sh 
IJ1 

N'a.tionality. 11 

We notal al.Jove that Sb• Moses Montef:lore was exce:9tional among the 

11lnglish Jows in that he remained loyal to HilJ.bat Zion when most of 

them drOJlJ~ed Eiway. His :posi t:l.on as an OJ>Jlonen·b of Reform may "be ti:i.Jrnn 

to ind:tcate tha'G he, like many of the modern 

time, felt Hibt)at Z:i.on to lle an answer to an 

• 

Orthodox ra:bM.s of Ms 
h1:1 

:i.lmer 1Jroblern of .Tudaism, - ~ 

as well as to the Jlro'blems of Jewish refuf~ees or the poor of the Holy 

Land. As early as 1830, one of the Lonrlon G·old.smids was ready· to start 

a new congregaM.o:n alone; the 11.nes of. the Hamburg '.r.emple, in part at 

leastt 1rnca;nse he felt that the Board o:f J'owish Deputies was not fight­

tJ t> 
JnG hard. e1101.1Eh on c:tvD. rights for Jews. When :i.n lf3L~l the 11eforrn. 

movement; d:td start in IJondon, Sir Hoses Montefiore vras chairman of the 

J3oara. of Deput1.eB, and. thou.;.gh personally tolerant, as his lJiograph(:?r' 
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;?·t1·t tt, he followed rabbinic advice to OJ/')OSe all Heform. Moses'·· 

1.ro:reh could s teJi.d the test of reason, Montefiore felt, ]1:i.11ally, ·thE~ 

West JDnd. Synagocs'l.le was esta.blished as a concess:lo.\1. In J.8L~;;i. Sir Moses 

a .1 1 ,,,. S t I · J i j · t' J • I~ f I h" urge. ii.le .L~Gw ~y111:1.gogm~ a· JJ.verpoo. ;o re 01.n ·.rm o ... d one. . n :Ls 

:oe1•sonal practices too, Sj.r Moses remained. Orthodox., even when ft 
1t.(6 

meant; for~oing off:tc:i.al clut:1.es to observe the Passover • 
• • e Cl $. '" IJ" Cl Cl • ii • D ••••••• *"' • 9 & ' • la. •• ' I •• 9 •••• t • & .... ·• •• ~ ••• fl G • fti E!J:i~(JrrroN 7 

'.rurnj.ng to the ant:i.-obscura.ntist implications of Hi b1n1.t Zion with 

its enlightened. outloo:c and xational proe;ram :for the restoration o:f 

Israel, we flnd ·that the conflict invol vecl a clash with oJ.(l :1.nst:i.tut:i.o:n.s 

i:w well as olo. :i.deas. r11he olcl system of eollectlons for Palest;:Lne, the 

Halu.kah, was the vestecl interest of a whole 11.etwo:ek of rabbis through-

ou.t Jllurope, as well as in :Palestine :1. ts elf. These rr;>,'b1)is continued to 

the 
preach coming miraculous salva·li:i.on of Israel, 1mcl to fight against •. I\ 

modern science ancl all philosophy, ed;c. as paths to heresy. At first 

the Hovevei Z:i.on, especially the rabbis among them, (l:i.d not uiidc:irstm1d, 

or did not wish to ackl"ll.owledge i;he:tr revolut:lonary role witM.n. R.s.bbinic 

,Judaism as it \·ro.s then organ:i.0ed. Ra1)bi Jilliasbe:r.g considered the ques-

ti on o:f Israel 1 B restoration, of which the greai; German HabMs had. 'be·en 

~-(J 
sayil'.lg :i.t will come /0;:;i~? 71-Y;J, I\ Fl'.td ~J~ of th~ gree"t 

authorities had said. it will come ().J f) ") ·;;;,,,,.. Though'tfully h:;;:f 

solved the dilemma: l""h p;,/f 'J;I? 1/{1 1/1./;/Jr;;:b';';',,li~cher 
clef ended the posi i;ion of' the Orthodox German ltahi.J:lnical nuthor:L tles 

when they had lJeen 

~~r,~e~id:~ callea. 

1'/Q-1 
by-passecl on a decis:1.on l)y the Austrian coverrunent. 

t1.:pon all to cooperate, in help:i.ng the 1100!' of Pe.les-

tine , and. not to fight. Let one build houses, ano'tl1er 'buy f:i.eld.s, 

another builcl hos:oitals, schools, etc., for wlia'G :i.s ·b e'Gter for the 

whole commun:tty must lrnnefi'G each member of :L'u. Ilab1).i 13e:r.l:ln atfi.rst 

·had ho:oed that by cooperatlng with the Haluka.h and the !'13,b"bis, Hil:Jbat 

Zlon coulcl beBt r·each the Jews of Hussia and Po1and. 
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Grallua.lly, however, the lines began to become clear. Moses Hess 

sta.tecl his OJll)OSit:lon to Reformer13 who d.eny J'ewish n~,,tionaH ty·, es we 

he,ve seen, but he s,cood 11 as v1.gorous1y e.ga:tnst the clo&;matic :fanatics 

who. :not being i:ible to develop our historic religion along modern 

lines, have sought shelter i1nder the win.gs of 

a strl¥_;2).e with the ded.u.ct5.ons of sdence and 

ignorance, so as 

.t.~ ri5 
cr:i.Rism. 11 Rablli 

to avoid 

Kal:i. sch.er 

soon s'U(;gestecl that contri lmtions to Pe.lestine 1Je clivt(led into three 

1,a:rts, one to l'lu.y fie:l/ls, a 

14 
the f:i.neJ. third~ be u.sroJcl for 

seconrl for a settlement fund c:m.d that only 

the SU})}?Ort of scholars~VG.l1eJJ1)i Jlll:Lyahu 

of G:r.aydi z SUE'.:l,;estecl a sl:1.t;htly different di vision that a'.L8o implied a 

tremendous cut in the €ffnoun,G of money that would. go through Halukah 

channels ana_ woulcl be used at 'bhe discretion. of its chiefs'Y}';[f some 

Orthodox leto1ders ha.cl not gras:ped the fu.11 im:pHcations of Hibbat Zion 

P.cJ'.l.d Yishub :Wrez Yisrq,el from the start, they soon came to understand. 

and. to cri t:l.dze.
1
qtlmd. the spokE1smen of Hibl)a1; Z:i.01yresponcled a1; firs·t 

in a concilliatory tone, l'rotestin.{:; thelr own Orthodoxy, and the11. · 

more strongly, without any apolo€';y whatsoever. In 1872, Habbi Kalhcher 

had. two answers for his Ifalukah O})})Onents: first$ that there was plenty 

for a1J., indeed, that the use of funds for the support of agr:i.cuHural 

settlement would aid the HaJ.ukah communities by d:l spelling the charge 

that the people are all lazy; ano. second., that the holy wo1·k of set-

tlil1.g the Land of Israel is even more important than mere ~'/' 

11.f' tit> 
i ' "' t,_ B.. f' }" ' ., • ·r "L' ' a.· d ( 1"'7L1 ) '7 b 1 g v:i.ng money uO rle poor. e::ore ... aoo:i. l>.a. :i.scnc-ir :i.e.. b ,, , 1 ••. e u.~un 

IJey1i Brit wrote to h:i.m 2.rc;ui:ng that the;'{ should ex:i;iect o:::iposH ion., and 

should fight ,-:i.ig;ainst their Halukah critics. After all, the argument ran, 

the rnoveme:nt for Settlement of the Land of Israel was not really hurt:Lng ,,, 
the Halu.kah rJeople, lTu.t even if l·t were, it woulcl l1e ,justified. ~:he 

Haluksh su:pportetn' especially after the ee.rly lf38o 1 s) ~~­
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war~) :forced ·to the defensive, and. then t re Hoveve:f Zion wert-1 no 

longer so fear:fuJ. of che.:w.'ges of he:eEisy. Rabbi Berlin a:pJ.lealed for 

:!:'u.ndr1 for the ~1ettleme11t of ·the !Jand of IsraeJ., an.cl urged. all, 
I s-;z. 

E::wen. intermarried. and un.observimt Jews ·to :participate. By 1890, 

the Hf.it of' ra.bbis who sponsored the idea of collection plates 

fo:r. setUement o:f the !J~ma. of Israel was so formid.able as to mark 

the encl of the s·truggle between the old. type of Orthod.oxy and 

Hibbat Zion.@ The Fales"binian. ph.8.Be of' the struggle w:i.11 'be 

d.eal t with later in this chapter. 
''J:;iarrro'·r 0 

o o • •rtj'l.t • ~!!. • •1• • .!.• •.i.• •.i."rA•'~ .... a•.i.!1• • 1••••1. o o • '1..1 • • •:r• .... • o 'I.• • .,..i"i.~.•.f.i:.) .. J J ·~ U ·,1;.ue (i.t!Ve. :op menu ur.i.a u J.e ~ ::i.e . a:rges ·v numuer o ti ews 1.iO .r1 . ooa:i.; 

Zion was not; imperial interee1t in thf3 Near Ea,st, not the theoretical 

problem of Judaism in the moc1.ern world.. Ea.ch of. these fa.ctors J.,iJ.. 

continuef to shape the movema.nt, to determine i·bs :policies i:md 

its id.eas. ll'or large numbers of :peor>le to e,coe:pt the new idee,l, 

however' their faith in the olcl onefs had. to be shaken by clear, 

incontrovertible s:i.gns. Disap:po:l.ntment caused by the fEtilm·es of 

emenci:pation made many Jews :ln. Ccmtral Europe, and later in Eastern 

]Ju:rope ready to accept the Hibbat Zion analysis of Jewish history, 

and. read.y to accept its goal o:f' a restoration of the Jew:tsh ne,t:i.on 

in Pa.les"liine. 

Whe.t S-1.-t:olow saic1. :tf'. true, "the Maskilim (ad.herents of the 

Haskalah) became, earlie1· or later, the rank and. :file of Nationalists, 

'IJovers of Zion* or Zionistt'h •• ,, "@ Tht~se. however, were not 

the only Jews who tur:nr~d ·bo Fiibbat ·Zion as a result of their 

disl~PJ>Oin·bment with the failure of enlightenment to halt prejudice 

ancl pogroms. Indeed, to many MaBkilim1H:i.bbe.t Z:i.on was at least as 

impor~cant ·because of. Hs SJ)irit.u;,;t.l values 'to Juda.ism as it was 
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l)ecause of its political ana. economic program :for the Jewish People., 

In other word.s, though ·t;he fa.ct th8t they turned. to m.bbe,t Zion 

often deJ.iended. on. external pressm·e, the internal neE:)(ls sa ti s:fied 

by Hibbat Zion soon 'became primary in detei·mining the form of its 

j.cleology'. Sokolow was thinking of these people when he w:r.ote 

the,t, while colonization was the purpose of H:Lbbat Zfon, the 

M.eological means tll that end becHme valua'ble in i tsel:f, enriching 

Jewish life that hEtd been depr:i.ved. o:f its national :futu:r.e nna. its 

na.tional sol:Ld.ar:l.i';;;y·. Hibbat Zion filled the internal Jewish neea. 

for a, large:r. ·bhan IH:Jr!wnal goal.~ 

We shall turn first to another smal.1 but significant group 

that turnecl to Hibbat Zion due to dj.sa1mointment in the emancipa:l;ion .. 

These Jews were not so (teeply rooted. in Judaism as were the Maskilim. 

They were those who b.aa. been radicals or had o'l;herwise moved in 

circles a.edicatecl to goals not speciica.lly conce.rned wHh J'ewish 

questions. a~en to :f:lfteen yea.rs after the close o:f the :period 

w1.1;h which we are concerned., Theoclore Herzl turned to Zionism 

the same way these Jews ltaa... .And. bece,use they were not as corqpletely 

involved in things Jewish, before their turn ·to Hibbat Zion, a.s the 

Maskilim had. 'been, these formerly estranged Jt~ws d.eveJ.oped a Hibbat 

Zion ideology which :reflected primarily the social and political 

concerns which had .Cl.riven them to Hib'bat Zion.. Unlike the former 

Maskilim, they did not emphasize the spiritu.a,J. values tha.t ~lonization 
of the Land of Israel offered to Judaism as :rm1ch as they eir[)b.asized 

the social a.nd. political ata.tu.s which a state would giye to Jews. 

Moses Hess was one of the ex-radicals who ti.i.'l:'ned to Hibbat 

Zion. It will be noticetl that his ca~rn history ana. his statement 



of the t,;oa.ls of Hib'bat Zion are typical of su.ch "converts", aml 

su;ppoa:·t, in a sense, Dr. Zeitlin' s ste.temtm·b th&:b Hess did not 

comprehend Judaism.~ 

'11he first blow to Moses Hess's faith in rad.icalism was the 

Df.i.mascus af:fail~ and. its repercuss:i.ons in :murope: 

H Twen1;y yea:ni ago, when an absurd and false accusation 

against the Jews was imported :lnto Em·o:pe from Dama.sous, 

it evoked. in the heari;s of the Jews a. bitter feeling of 

agony. Then :i. t de:wned. upon me for 1;he first time, :i.h 

the midst of my socialistic a.ctiv:i.ties, tbl.:i,t I belong 

to my unfortuua.te, slandered, dispised a,nd. o.ispersed 

people.. Ana. already, then, though I w::w greatly estrnged. 

from Ju.<J..e.iam, I wanted. to express my Jewish pa1;riotic 

sentiment •••• 11@ 
Though a.t the timEi He Br- con tinuEid to occupy himself '.w:t th ·the 

probleims of the sufferhg Jtlu.rcrpean flt-oletariat, lle ni':lve1ftheless 

formed sor.ae strong opinions on the Jewish Pi·obl.em. As if answering 

a critic of these early opinions he J.ater wrote: 

11 You say thf.lt th.ere are many no"ble spirits among 

the Germans who have 1)anished. from their hearts every 

trace of race prejud.ice.~.a.nd as for. th.Ei progressive 

Jews, you think that mtmy of them have alwa;y·s displayed 

a fine spir1.t of self ... sacrifice when Ui.e honor of their 

religion or the welfe.;r•f) of their brethen called, for it ••• 

I admit that my jud.gernen·t was too general in its character 

and. it can only be justified by the fact the.t it was 



wr:l.tten under the influence of the Damascus Affair. Toa.ay I would. 

hesitate ver.s much before subscribing to it.11@ 
As a. Hovev Zion, Hess was sti11 concern.ec.l primarily with the :po1itica.l 

a:n.d social :poni t:i.on of the J·ews; thow1;h we ha.ve seEin. earlier in this che,pte:r 

th1:1,t he hell a very clear- und.erstand.ing of the im:p·orta.nce of nationalism 

to a mod.ern definition of Judia.ft1m. Hess analyzed and attacked those who 

could not reach a satisfactory modern explanation of the Jewish People, 

bu:b to him the motivating goal of Jewish nationalism waB a. restored stf>i:te 
~ 
% ! anct new status for Jews everywhere. 11 What bro the:r a.id not obtain from 

. . ~ 

brother [Le. equal rights for .Tews from the G·ermans), what wa.s not. 

granted. by man to man. will be g:l.ven by a people to a. people, by a nation 

to a nation. n@ Th:i.s sort of thinking was :found a.mong the-; ex.-Maskilim 

and. other Hovevei Zion as well, but it d.id. not (laminate the movement during 

our periodw Af"ber 1881, for example, one of the ]laat .... European Hovevei 

Zion, Fried'berg, argu.ed that even a token stn:te of' Jews would make "Semites" 

a respected. name anti. give? the Jews status among the iw.tlonE10@ 'We may 

. feel, then, tn.':'Jt in t.ne cage of :formerly es·b:r.ange(l Jews who tm·ned & to 
~ 

Hibbat Zion, d.isf:"J?PO::i.ntaJ!t in their emanci1iation. ws,s often not only the cm1se 

of their "conversion", but the cletermi:o.ing factor with respect to their 

Hibbe:b Zion idea.logy as well .• 

In. the CA.f<e of the Maskilim who, during the 1860• s in Germany ancl during 

thE~ 18?0's in Ea.stern FJuroJ;.>e, turnecl to Hib'ba.t Zion, the situation was 

slightly different. David Gord.on was one of the Maskilim associated with 

1~a&«;tia~·from its earliest days. B:e wrote se1·ies 6f e,rticles on 

scientific mat'bers of i:tll sortf:'.,-comets, for example .. @ '.I1hen, in 1863 1 

he 'Wrote his first essHy on Settlement of the Land. of Israel. David Gord.on 

a.ttr-ibuted nd.$ i;urning to Hfb'bat Zion to thEi influence of Moc.ieE.i Hess, a,nd, 

even more immeclia.tely, to the questions receivect by ~ Maggid'lf° from Jews 

II ',, 
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in J?olano. a.uring the revolutions against Russia, :ln which the Jews a.sked, 

are we 11.ussia.ns or are we Poles? As they were attacked by 1rnth ~pa:r.ties 1 

the unfor1;unate Jews o:f Poland were clea.rly neither Ru.ss1.ans no:r. Poles, 

either to their neighbors or to David Gord.on.(i~ Yet Gord.on's Hibbat Zion 

was not shaped p:d.rnarily by poliUcal consid.ern.tions, though engen(lered. 

by them. F£i(1 background was with ~'<.Maggid~which proposec1, as early 

as 18,56, to str"b.gthen the Holy 
A 

a.nd. never to attack any Jewish 

rJanguage which binds all J'ews together' . 
l·J.ihb~'t '2.ioti con-lt'hve.t( 

commuJ1i ty or Hebra.h, @ and hisAconcern 
wi't-h 

to exprei::s his 

with the spirit of the Jews, as well as,. their l)Oli tical cond.i tion. Similarly, 

Jacob Rie:fman rnoveCL from str:l.ct Haskal~3h thinking in his early years wHh 
~- . 

.r~ Ma.ggid .tlf to a n.a.tiona.lfusm which stressed ·che need. :for revivifying the 
--~~,,~~~ ·C- -"=~ T~.~-··~~"'f'o 

spirit r::1.ncl creati:vHy of the Jewish :people .. @ We may also note among 

other, slightly later EaE.it-Em:•opee,n ad.herents of Hib'ba;b Z:lon, who lu,i,d been 

Maskilim, such tets Mice,l. J?ines and. 1Uieze:r :Sen-Yahud.ah a concern 'V.rith 

revivifying the spirit o:f tht'3 Jews and. o;rercoming ·their enervs.ting factionalism;, @ 
Perez SmoJ.enskin spoke of spiritual nat:i..onalism, @D and. Jrriedbe:r.g 

recogn:i.zed in the name of Palestine e.n emotional appeal that wouia_ u.:ni te all 

tTews, whereas America or a.istant pe,rt,s of Russia, which might offer a more 

realistic :practical solution to their problems, would. gain only· a slignt 

response. @ ~Uhe ex-Maf,1kilim who came to !:Ii bbat Zion, then, even those 

who came becFJu.se of their d.:i.sappointment with poliUeal liberalism lM5 

opposed. to those e:x-MtJ,skilim who ma.y have 'been motivated. by the problem 

of a modern definition of J'ud11ism, a .. id. not look to Hibbat Zion :pr:i.marily 

as thEl solution to the e:x:terrrn.1 ;poli t;ical or social aspect; of the Jewj.sh 

problem. They were more concerned. with ithe internal psy·chologic~3,l ancl cuJ. tu.ral 
\ 

problems of the Jewish People. 

It is interesting to con,jecture to what degree Sir Moses Montefiore 

ftnd. the:) Rothschilds we;r•e influenced 'by their awareness of' the fJhortof>m:tngs 

of emancip~"tion. 1l1houe,h he never fol t person.ally disappointed. in the progress 
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o:f enJJ.ghtenmm1.t, or Ln tha.t of the emanclpation of 

the .Jews in E:n751anc1, to the bc~st of our l:nowledc,o, 

yet Bir Moses Montefiore did appreciate the stren3th 

of the opposition to Jews' rights, even in En3land. 

He and the Hothschllds were alr:-rn extrerrH:lly well Ln.·· 

formed as to what the Jews o.f Russi a, J?ersi a, Morocco 1 

and other parts ot the world were sufferin3. The 

Rottrnchllds of Pa.r1s had been pE~.rticularly keenly 

aw.su•e of th.e 1-i':r.ench 5ov0)rnment pol:i.cy on the Damascus 

Affa:tr and of the lmpl..icati..o:ns on the 1/J:o:r.tara case. 

As early as 1838, a leading Jew of Nice expressed'to 

S:i.r ~oses his disappointment in the results of the 
1 --·7 

Napoleon:i.c i3ynhedr:lon and the later Pa_pal .reaction, .o 

an op1.n1on that. muet h8,Ve been }n1own to, i:f. not s~rn,rc'ld 

by the Hothsc!:'i.ildB of P,3,r:i.s • 
• , e o ., ~ ii • ·& Ill ...... o ci • " • 0 ... ~ tll " f) Iii "' .......... e • ., " .,, •• 81 It " i!li fl' ,, °' .SICC r.r~ION 9 

Though the vocal x•e,nlz a.ncl file of Hibbat Zion :'Ln 

eastern E:urope were the rabbis and :former M:a~ll{i.11.m, 

.. Te1,rn who h.a,d the EXlucation and the econor.o.i c backsround 

neoef:1sar.y for one to become a writer o.r speaker, yet 

there WE?.re ~1 larse number of less vocal aclherents who 

came fro:n a cUfferent cle,ss. 'I1he autobio::;raph:'Les of 

Shma.r.yahn Levin and Dr. Chalm d'e:L tz::nann, thowr,h deali.n3 

with the period of the later 1880 1 s whereas we are con-

earned only with the very early 1880 1s, support this 

generallzat1.on. Levin reeo.rdecl his :Ln:f.luence on the 

.Jews of his ti.ny vL.Llf:\<;e, for example, Jewr...J who of 

themsE:?lves would not have oo:ne i.nto contact with any 



movements but· who were prepSLred by the pogroms and 

fear of the pogroms for a message of hope and promise 

from Zion.168 To these Jews, Zion appeared as a solu-

tion to their personal probJ.ems of need and :i.nsi::;curity 

in eastern Europe. Many of them 1acked even the 

measer sums necessary for emisration, and the hope of 

·Zion served af3 a balm in very blL::ia.k days. rfi1e more 

fortunate ones who could. 30 to Amerlca could develop 

th0 spiritual implications of the movement in their 

1deo1o:;:i.eB of H:Lbbat Zlon, but to the poor Jews stuck 

in Hussla and Poland, the veY.'Y mater1al plcture of a 

13anctua:ry :i.n Zlo:n had an overwhelmi n:i; appeal. 1rhe 

co1lectlon of funds for settlement of the land of 

Israe1 exo.ong thOS(? Jews who riarn.ainecl in f:H:l..stern ICurope 

a3a"i.n :i..ncltcr:~ted. their econom:ic level. Habbi Yaffe 

wrote that only the poorest Jews wanted to go to set­

tle the Land of Israel, but some of the rich would 

later :Join them to start bus:LnessE;s. In the meanwhile, 

all must contribute their pennies.168a Their Hibbat 

Zj_on ideo1oG:;y was s:Lmple anc1 d.irE:wt-···they want0;d a new 

home in Zion, for the po2roms had left them no future 

vvhere they we.re. 

The refugee problem was one of the motivations 

tow~lrd Hi bbat Z.ion even before the pogrom8. Habbi 

Eliasbere;, over a d.ecad.e before, thought of Yishub Erez 

Yisrael ln .relatton to the probl·sm of the J"ew1sh re:eugeer:i 

' I 
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in Persia and Roumania. Hls 1dea was to have;; some 

p:tc1cecl re.fu'~~ees Bettle :1.n the Land. o:f. Israel and there-

by i.ncreasc7 the s:tze of the agricultural Yishuv.169 

' 1J:b.e ,Jews o:r London also considered :tmrnic.sratlon and 

settlement :tn J?ale8tine for some of the:i.r refugee 

brethren. In 1881-2, waves of emigrants reached London 

en rou_te to Amerlco,. When the Ur:d.ted EH,ates announced 

that it wanted only workers and mechanibs, some of the 

11 others were cUspatcb.ed to the Holy Land, and on IvLay 4, 

1882, Sh., MoBes received letterr.1 report:lng the found.<3,-

t . f th f. t 1 I 'Cl. h I . 111 ] 70 ;_Lon o:· -- .c~ .:·:u·s· co .. ony, n:t.s. on __ ,ezion. ·- The 

settlers of B.ishon Lezion themselves stated the causes 

of their Hibbat Zion very simply. They said that after 

the they dbcided to leave and become farmers in 

I) J ·t· 171 a _es J .. ne. 

This needly class of Jews developed not only an 

1mrnJ_,i,_;r•atl on--centered philo.sophy of Hi bba t Zion, but 

even came into conf.JJ.ct with those to whom Hi.bbat Zion 

was not exclusively a practical problem. The Hovevei 

lion of Bialistok wanted to send a dele~ation to the 

sultan with a petition assuring him that the Jews did 

not want to rebel asai.nst ~:urkey. They were not even 

interested in a Jewish state, if only immigration were 

opened to the poor, needy Jews.172 These Hovevei Zion 

had no EJy«npathy for those who resented the overseers 

appointed. by Hothscb:l.lcl., and the Bialtstokers wer·e. qu:U!Je 

content to havc:i the Hothseh:.Llds support the colonien. 



They proposec1 to use the collected money to establish 

the newcomers, not to su,:;:>port the estabJJ.shed colon:1.es .1'73 

Hibbat Zion in easte1'"'n :E:urope, however, ~rnrved 

another function for the .ex-lviaskili.m who joined :.Lt, 

and so :1.t was not only a matter of the splritual values 

:1.n philo:::wphy of sel:f-hE)lp that led these to their 

strong stand a:;ainst the B:Lalistok type o:f m .. bba:t, Zion. 

The enli~htened middle class in eestern Europe which had 

flourished especially durin~ the first decade of the 

reie;n of Alexander II, was not satisf:i.ed with 1t1:i posi-

ti on in the ,Jewish community. With respect to the govern-

ment, it was still not represented. The Jewish barons in 

St. Pstersbur~ wielded whatever influence the Jews had 

with the '11sar.1'T4 Nith the J·ew1sh masses, on the other• 

h.and, the rabbis werc--J the ~J,ccepted :Leaders .175 '.rhrough 

Hibbat Z:Lon th:Ls enlightened ,Jewlsh mi.ddle class tried 

to take over the spokesmansi·JJ.p :for their people. 

Even before 1880, the students and writers were in 

revolt a€:;ainst the f?ht.stcl.la:n:lm of ~)t. Petersberg.1'76 In 

1182, the Jewi.sh writers Saul Pin1.rn,s Habinowltz, J.,i[oses 

Li111e:nblum, J\1d.ah Leib Levin, Jacob Lipsh:i. tz and Shalom 

F~iedberg wrote a letter to Baron Ginsburg. In in they 

complained that they ~id not been represerrted at a con-

ference of Jewish leaders. They claimed to be closest 

to the problems o:f the ,Tews, and accused the wealthy 

Hussian a«e;-ws of hav:i.n::;~ falled to he1p t.he v:i.otlms o:f.' th(3 

pogromrs, as the rest o:f world (Jewry had done.1'7'7 1rhe 



d.:i.sasr:iocis,tion practiced by these w·eia.lthy ,Jews was 

not a nt'3W tM.n'?;, 1'78 but i.n :m.bbat Zion, thE:i ex-

Iviaskilim found a new wb.lp against the ~1ht.s'l.dlanim, 

' and t,hey molded their ideblo3y to flt this use. 'J~hey 

applied their principle of oppor:i:l. ti on to Sb.atdlanut 

to Hothsc~:i.ild .too, and em~1hasj_ z.ed the ideas of self-

help and self-respect. This attitude is seen in a let-

ter o:f. 1833 in which the writer felt that Rothschild 

did not BU"Jport the pri:ncipleB of H:Lbbat Z:i.on r;;.s out-

llned ln 11 Auto-Emancipa ti on, 11 but ra th.er looh:ed. upon 

his support of the colonies in Palestine as help: to 

beggars. Let there be no begging for Hovevel Zion, 

the wd. ter continued, and. let them not c1e.9enc1 u::;mn the 

weaiJ.thy, nor upon oornmittees in li'rc:mce and B~nz;land.179 

A Hibbat Zi.on ph:lloBophy of auto-emancipati.on was 

exactly suited to the needs of these ex-Naskilim as an 

answer to the internal Jewish soci.al problem they faced, 

as well as to the larger Jewish Problem. 
$ .. Ii) •• 9 (Ill 111 0 !& 0 © fl e • 0 Ii I! O' ' • Cl •• Ill 0 II & fl ~ &\ ••• * •• >$' ft 8 • "' • 0 .e • @ @ iJI •• e ., s H.-:c f~rr 01~· lJ~ 

1rr1e Palestinian counter•part of Hibbat Zion was 

dedicated to s0yttl:i.ng on the land and bt1ild:i.ng a new 

Yishuv based on self'-help instead of charity. 'rl11s move-

mcmt wa.s 1nd1.genous to Palestine and developed because 

of the needs of the mass of Jews :Ln that country. Like 

the prota·3onists of H:i.bbat Zlon in Europe e.nd elr3ewhere, 

so those :'Ln Pe.lest:l.ne r1w,de use of generally wailable 

j_dea,s to frame the anm·rer to the pa.rtlcular ppoblem they 

faced. (Settlement of the land or self-support throu~h 
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labo.r 1·ve.re the usual _9hrarrns used to describe the move-

ment in Palestine, but we slv~~ll continue to use 
11

Love 

of Zto:n 11 as the generlc term). 

In 1839, Sir Hor:rns Mo:nte:fiocc? already found the 

poor.Jews of the Holy Land eae;er to work for their 

bread and stron<~ly attra.eted to the :idea of' farming. 

11 There was no lack of spirit, and Bir I:JloseB thought 

that some trLflinz arrni ta:'.1ce from the proper pet•sons in 

Europe would speedily restore health and 9lenty, should 

such be the will of Heaven."180 The governor and the 

majority o:f the Jewj_r:ih leaders a3reec1 that farming by 

many poor Jews we,s c'1conomically 3. sound and neces:3ary 

idea.18-1 In 1855, this jud.gment ws,13 rE~pee.ted. t1s1r 

Moses and the other trustees arrived at the con6lhusion 

that the future well being o.f the Israeli tE~s in the 

Holy Land mirnt, under Providence, depend upon actJ.ve 

support being aceorded to the institutions established 

ti!ere :for the promotion of agrlcu1ture and industrial 

puraults. 11 182 A p:i.ece o:f property was acoordin;sly pur-

char:rnd e..t J"af'fa and somr-j poor Jews were enga.goc1 upon the 

:.Land.. This was the ple.,ce known as 11 Blera. 
11
183 In 1862, 

a 2;:r.oup of tTews o:r.ganiz,ed in I'alestine for the purpose 

of li vine; aB :farmer•s for they dld not wish to depend 

upon the Holulrnh system for Bupport, 181+ and thE3 movement 

for rrnlf-support 2;rew amone; the poor J'ews of :Palestine. 

It was not only the direct need for a better llvin3, 

but the need fo.r a better eoonomtc system as well which 



precipitated and shaped J?alestinian Hibbat Zion. On 

the Bame v:l.sit d.u.rino; H-"339 on wbi.ch he was h1fo1:-med 

that many J'evrs in the Holy Land werc-'0 e.,ctually starving, 

Sir Moses Montefiore was treated. to an elaborate recep-

tion by the spiritual head of the ~erman Con~re3ation. 

1rhoush Sir Moses 9.id not note any inequity in the si tua-

tion, the poor Jews of Palestine undoubt~dly resented 

the fact that a spiritual leader could offer his 3uest 

coffee, sweetmeats, w:Lne and cakes while they starvea..185 

Of course, the Halukah collections paid for the support 

of the splrttua1 leaders as well as that of the starving 

lesser Jews. Dr. Loewe recorded, by the way, that the 

German elders appeared to be th(:J inore honest in ha:ndJJ.ng 

the money which Str Moses wanted distributed equally 

among the poor J' ews. rl11·1e German eldt:H'S cli s tri bu ted the 

money according to the loss ( i. o., the more one had he,d 

before the ea.rthquakE) or re.ld.J the more he received), 

whereas tho Portuguese elders 3ave the most money to 

those learned in our Holy Law (i.e., themselv~s)~l86 

In adcl:Ltion to th:Ls system of d:Lstribution, the e1derB 

had a few other sourcefi of ·income. In Hebron, they p.r.e·-

sented the Montefiore party with 6ertificatea entitling 

them to free sea.ts ~Ln their sever2.l synagosues,187 see,ts 

for which the locc.~l J"ews lu;,d to pay, and w1thout which 

no loca,l Jew would be nkoshe.r' 11 enough to reeei ve .§L:t}Y 

.Haluks.h funds. An H357 letter from J'erusa,lem :Lnformecl 
fl-a_-~ 
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1atest stat'Vl'l.tion relief :fund, and mentioned tha.t a 

new synagogue build:i.nr; was founded with some of the 

·1 0 r) money •. -uo There were, of course, fishts within the 

Halukah system, such as thBt of 1865 between the Jeru-

sa1em e,nd the Hebron s:;iiri tua1 leaders which J.ed the 

1osers to consider agriculture as a mi::-,ans o:f.' support.lc-39 

Now 1n 1866, Montefiore considered. it very noble of 

Jacob Aaron Kalisher, a poor whitewasher with seven 

chlldren of his ovn1, to care for two orphans. He we,s 

also impressed with the~nformo~ion that other poor Jews 

J t k Of, or--)h 0 -ri 0 190 J---, t '' ) t' l a .. so · ,oo._. care _ '.l . ""'· ·"'. · ::iu ·, ·c.ne J. oor · o.emse .. ves 

were not of Si~ Moses' opinion. A large ~roup of poor 

.Tews ln '.L1:Lberias ~1;ot H.abbi anef3!'Sohn to bE; their spokes-

man, for they wanted to have some ll-3,nd upon which they 

could earn their bread b;y; the le:l::ior of th.e:i.r hand.s .191 

'.Pbeir spo1(esrnan was fam:UJ.c:.r wj_th the Haluk1'1,h ancl his 

cons ti. tuents compleJ.nts a~sainE1 t it. He spoke quite 

fo.1~cefuJ.ly: 

11 ~:he heads of the con;:_<;i"e~;e,tions e.re only 
rnlndful of their own interest, anc1 the col·~ 
1~:ictors and benefactors rer;:i:i..dJ.n5 in l:Curope 
do not pe.y su:ffi ci ent attent:'Lon to the pro~ 
ceed:i.n3s, neglecti.n.s to e;i.ve sound e .. dvlce c:md 
to st:3E:J that :;:'.ood and useful r03~~ulatiorw be 
made :for the benefit of the poor here . .And 
when some eminent man come:3 to vis:L t us here, 
such as the illustrious Sir Moses Montefiore 
or M. Albert Cohen, the heads flnd ~eans to 
en7a~e their attention in useless thln~s •••• 
The cri0s of the poor do not reach the ears 
of these righteous and ':;ooc1 men •• e. "192 

Sneersohn was ri~ht about the exclusiveness of the con 

tact with Sir Moses Montefiore which the heads of the 

-- -----------------":uw::I~ 
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of the con5regations maintained while he was in Fales­

time .193 And Sir J:JJ.os es eons:Lstently supported the 

spiritual haa~s against the implications of a British 

Consul 1 s statement in 1861, or the char3es brought by 

the Friends of Zion in the 1870's.194 

In the lE~te 1860 1 s and in the J.870 1 s, h.oweve.r., the 

revolutionary implicatj_ons of Hibba:t Zion and ap;1"icul-

tural sett1ement of t 1.1e Land of Israel beca:rne t:\p~9a.rent 

to the Jews of Palestine. Rabbi Bneersohn began to 

fir; ht the Ha1ulrn.h, instead of t.ryinc:; to appease 1 t. .A 

c;r>oup of 9oor. Jews who wlshed to found a colony in 1878, 

by-passed the Halukah, sent their own shaliah to 

H.oumanla..., ~l;cg-..si[~~cwntlnued the fic;ht. Though thts 

shaliah's initial victory was swallowed up by the Hal~kah 

after he left R.ou::11ania, vrn can see the.t thE:i figlt was by 

t i.. d · ·~ 19 5 In l E) 01) a socJ' e'-y· o·f · Llen open an reco'.:;:rn zecl. ·- . . !UL., ,.. _ ,, v . 

Mo,sldl.in declicated to settl:i,n::; on the :Land :Ln Palestine, 

speaking Hebrew, e.nd so on, J.oolH;d. for l:Urn-minded people 

amon;:;; the Hovevei Zion :Ln Hussia to support them.196 In 

1883, Moses Lillienblum advised the colonists on how to 

avo:i.c1 thE) tithes wl thou t anta7;oni z:Lns the Orthodox, 197 for 

the f1:~~ht w:L th the Halulrnh, t.hou3h well under way, had 

not yet been dec:Lded in favor of the Hovevei Zion. The 

si:.2;ns of a victory :for thE; new Yishuv were becom:'Ln3 clear, 

however. In 18C36, .Rabbi H1:.1,yyln:1 Wo,x preached an m1ti-

Halukah sermon in ,J,;:;rusalem. 'l'hls :l.nd:lcates that the 

HoJ.ulG?,h no longer had the dominant :inf 1.uenc e it had one<'~ 
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hand, even a:mong the most orthodox Jevrn :Ln Europe,, 

becau.se Habbi vla.x was the man who had planted ethro::::Jm 

nsr:.,r TJ.l)er.ias, and then published a book to show that 

Surely, if the Halukah had been a dominant 

force in Orthodox Jewish life throu3hout the world, Rabbi 

Jax would not h~ve dliberstely anta~onized its leaders. 

Apparer1t1y the revolt ln J~urope e,';ai.net the obscu.r•(;i,ntist 

cotmter9arts of the PaJ.eEJtl:nian Halukah lec-:ilers was pro-

ceedirv; ape,ce. 1l1he same .Rabbt Berlin who a few years 

oa~lier had ursed the Hovevei lion of Warsaw not to 

flght the Halulrah, sinco the rabb1B connected v.6th it 

contro11sd pubLi.c op:l.nlon amon~; the Sews of Russ:La and 

Eola:nd, by 1E\f:9 too1c a more belli c:~erent ~3 t<0md. Cone erning 

Rabbi Berlin replied that their actions, even if they 

!!:.~£,~ .n.ot orthodox, constituted no excuse :for o.gitation 

( 'I'r l ·F.:i .. , .. • B J · J l ,.1ou~s 1 .. 1.aobI. · e.r .. in a .. so .ru J-

lished a letter in 1889 from Ezekiel, 

v1hich tt-)Stifiod. to the poverty and k'ash.rut of the set­

tlers) .200 dhen R~b~i Mohliver, who had written very 

stron~ letters against the mal1gners of the oolonie~ was 

received with honor RB the head of the Hovevei Zion by 

the Hnlukah leaders in Jerusalem (1890), we may consider 

the revolt a.s h.e,v:l.no: sueceeded. 201 'D18 pressure of the 

needs of the mass of Jews in Palestine, of the need in 
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IBuro:pe for emicsration to I?alest:Lne, plus the g.r.owin~; 

powe~ and concern of the enlightened Jews of eastern 

Europe in the settlement of the Holy Land, a.11 put 

to;ether comprlsed a forc8 too great for the archaic 

and sometimes corrupt Halukah system to resit. 

The attempts of the HaDJ~ah to deal with the 

~srowLng pressure for change can be outlined briefly. 

11 t f'J0 r•s~- tJ.-ie q,.,·lul'"ah ] eciderc• tr··L ·~c'l to 11 co:ri·t''·' n 11 ·\·b"' .i-l. ~ ,,, l,..1' u," J:,1.,t';,,." .L~.c ...... -c:.i "'··"'J .,, b..,. J, . C\JL ,1.,,E-.:; 

efforts toward settlemont of the land and the develop-

ment of a new Yisl:mv free from thc~i.r. control. 'l1he 

leaders of the HaD1kah tried to retain their control 

Montef'ioro .requested to help him encourac;e a'.::~riculture 

in Fales tine. ;::02 

select,ed Y5 f am:l 1i es from the Holy City of Sc<..fed., _pro-· 

vlded them with ~eanB to co~mence a3ricultural pensuits, 

a.nd alBo secured :for t11em the I>rotection of the local 

sovernors. Some orphan lads were also provided for, 

by bE3ine; pL:wecl under the care of the committee to be 

·t-r'' '1 V>E"'d . ., s r1 ·~ri '"'l'lt11rr.:i l~L"' ts H 203 .J ~ C:.<'., ~ LJ. ~ (-.rJ "-"'~) CV ·l J A ,,,J, A f,,.') 41 
B'ifteen familiet-J were 

established near Safed, under the supervis1on of the 

ac_sriculture.1 co~am:lttee at Safed. And a Ll.ttle later 

in tb1s report of his 1855 trip to Palestine, Sir Moses 

recorded, 11 r11urni.n:-; a(~ain to the admj_ni st.raM.on of the 

Appeal Fund, the reader wj_ll learn that, lnclepenCLently 

of t.h''J SE')Vere.1 '9'ants made to the respective :i_nstitutions, 

a eonslde1'.'n.ble sum was entrusted to the elders of the 

\' 
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of the commun:L ties, to be di.stributecl arnon'.:; the neces-

sitous 

But to contro1 eoonomJ.cally :i.ndependent Jewish 

farmers was evidently not as easy or as satisfactory 

to the. Hal.ukah system a.s was th<::: dol:l.ng out of funds to 

the poor J~we of the citiss. For the relief of the poor 

they advised al~s houses and hospitals,205 to be admin-

• " '1 ) t f 1"11 "l:.r...,·1 1"'"h -·cit~ ~~06 J.s ceroc1. as 10.r o. ·i::, .e .L ""- u."·'". sy~ 61Il. -Even H.abbi 

Hazan, Hacham Bashi of Jerusalem, who was known as an 

advocate of Jewish a3riculture in Palestine a~pealed for 

funds to bullcl Houses of Hefuge on Mount Zion, snd did. 

• 20'"'( not ·ucmti on f ar1m.ns. By 1866, the anta~;oni s;n of 

the Halukah leaders to a/3r:tcultur•Ei among th(:;i Jews of 

Pales ttne was· decried. in public by Habbi Sneersohne ~?.0£:3 

In the early 1870 1 s, some Halukah leaders still tried to 

,join the ;row1.n:; :novement for ,settlement of thelt:i.nd~ 

but they could not contain the movement, and were ob·-

licred to fL1;ht 1t. rr.1he journal "Havazelet 11 of Jerusalem 

supported Rab bl Alkala.i. Is B.tt121mpt to found a Soc:i ety for 

the do104ization of Palestine in 1370, but later, as a 

lfalukah organ, opposed all emch efforts. 209 Habbi Meir 

Auerbach of Jerusalem at fi.N3t assented to fl.a.bbl .Alkalai 's 

0Jan qnc1 then ~jthfrew 210 t- .. ~ j ,,.., . ,. , ./ 1J p ~ )J.. • .l II Indeed, a.s soon as Rabbi 

Alkalr:i.i left 1Je.rusalem, .all the rabbls who had jo:Lnecl 

him lnsteadof fighting him returned to their places in 

the opposition. On bis 1875 tour of the Holy Land, how-

ever, Sir Moses Montefiore heard vi3orous denials of the 
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c har;zes of ls.ziness and esc2.pi srn by the Halukah 

leaders in Haifa and Safed.211 They had felt the 

c:;rowin:,:t, pressure from the local poor, .represented by 

r),.,'01) .• L· C'n°8!'"0l'',,., 1.\.(;_,, • • CJ . ,;;, '..• • Q J.J .. L j for one~ and from tl:lE::i :'~.rowing Hibbat 

Z:l.on movGment in :r:r;urope. 

In addJ. ti on to d:Lreot encouragement of other~· 

than-farmin~ venture3 ~r phtlantropy for Jews in~ 

PalErntine and opposition to e.2',riculture, the .Halukah 

tried to color all information on affairs in the Holy 

Land to their own ends. S:i.r Mo sos, for exanrple, re-

ceived reports on the loss of cattle by the farmers 

he had helped er::ita.bJJ.sh, o:n clrou3ht, ~;::ilagues, and famlnes, 

• on the abandonment and d1:istruct:Lon o:f the e;arden at 

Jaffa, and so on, from 185'7 throush 18'7.lJ .• 212 In 1B75, 

however, he reported from Palestine that the Biera gar-

d0;n was not ln anyth:Lng lllrn tht:1 awful shape d.<::~scri.bed 

by reports to Ene;la.nd, and thesE-'3 reports could ·1ave come 

')13 only from Halukah sourcas.c -

its elf :l.n the B0Yl:.tlement of the Land of Isr2,el, reoeived 

a fasc:i.nat:i..np: letter from ·.Y'eh:i.el Br:Ll of Jerusalem. ':L1hls 

wrl ter told tha.t he he.a. been .9..!'.~~±.req by the heada of the 

formed on all matters pertaintns to the Eaat ( inc;lud:i.ng 

1'a1eBti.ne, naturally) •2 J..l+ .A perfectly clee.r attempt i:10 

supply news colored to favor the case of the H~lukah! 
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Conclusions 

Hibbat Zion from the 1830 1 s to the 1880
1
s was 

hardly a well-organi.zed movement dedicated to the estab­

lishment of a Jewish State, as was the Zionist Movement 

after l897e During this period there had not even 

developed the considerable network of societies, the 

periodicals, the personal correspondences, the coloniza­

tion attempts, e,nd all the other tangible activities which 

marked the Hibbat Zion movement from the time of the Kat­

towitz Conference to that of the Basle Congress. It is 

only by selecting individual writings and scattered 

activities, ·partially on the basis of their common sym­

pa;j:;hy with the 1.dea::. of a restored Jewish Nation in Pales­

tine~ and partially because of their later absorption 

into the formal Hibbat Z1on Movement, that we can speak 

of Hibbat Zion at all during this time. 

Yet, those many and various phenomena in Jewish 

life of the nineteenth century which we have labeled col­

lectively 11Hibbat Zion from the 1830's to the 1880's,
11 

scattered and unrelated as they may seem, do represent a 

single community of spirit and endeavor e IJ:'he individuals 

recognized in each other kindred souls, ancl they had more 

extensive contact with one another than we can now trace 

accurately. Now, why did so many different Jews, coming 

as they did from dissimilar classes, from all parts of the 

world, over the course of half a century find Hibbat Zion 

an attractive idea? 



' .. 

In the n:tneteenth century the idea of national­

ism was developed by the thinkers of many lands to help 

them interpret history and their national destinies. 

With the enlightenment, many Jews absorbed these ideas 

and applied them to their own situation. This, however, 

was often a merely intellectual process. For example, ~ 

Jewish historians themselves did not necessarily become 

involved in Jewish national movements simply because they 

wrote Jewish history from a national point of view. 

Occasionally the unusual indi v:ldual might be so completely 

involved with his intellectual products that he would 

carry over the implications of his theories into action. 

But even granting the unpredictability of the individual~ 

any more widespread support of an idea or movement can be 

e.nalyzed in terms of other than purely intellectual con-

siderations. Only strong pressure from some aspect of 

the total social and economic situation of a particular 

group of Jews could lead an appreciable number of them 

to become personally involved in Hibbat Zion. 

In the case of the upper-mlass Jews of England 

and France who had been exposed to modern ideas~ and those 

of their non-Jewish compatriots who joined them as 

Havevei Zion, we have noted the impact upon their thinking 

of British and French imperialist interests in the Near 

East. In England~ when a Jewish state in Palestine seemed 

likely to serve the ends of the Empire, Hibbat Zion appealed 
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to a considerable portion of the class of Jews among 

whom Sir Moses Montefiore moved. In France, on the other 

hand, and later in England, when imperial considerations 

led to official dis-interest in the possibility of a Jewish 

State in Palestine, these Jews ceased to be Havevei Zion. 

Not only do the time, place, type and extent 

of support given e, movement depend upon the total situ­

ation of the people involved, but we have seen that the 

form talrnn by the movement is similarly determined. 

Hibbat Zion in England took on the form of a philan-

thropy, necessarily. That was the means used by Jews 

and non-Jews of the class to whom Hibbat Zion appealed 

whenever they proposed to help needy people or support 

worthy "causes." Similarly the Hibbat Zion emphasis 

upon industry and agriculture was derived from the gen­

eral ideal of the hard-worker developed by early nine-

teenth century in<lustrialism, as well as from the direct 

economic and social needs of the poor Jews in Palesti.ne. 

In Germany and the rest of Central Europe, it 

was not the wealthiest and most emancipated class of Jews 

from which Hibbat Zion received support. The imperial 

interests of these countries in the Near East were not 

such as to direct the thinking of patriotic, emancipated 

Jews toward Palestine and the possibility of a Jewlsh 

State there. E..n.lightened Orthodox rabbis and laymen, of 

the mlddle class in these countries, however, did find 
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in Hibbat Zion an answer to certain very pressing prob­

lems. Nations,lism was a popular, modern concept about 

which an interpretation of Judaism and the Jewish People 

could be built. Such an interpretation would serve as 

a weapon against the Reform view which sacriflced national 

hopes and action for individual emancipation, reduqing 

the Jewish People to the role of a voluntary association 

for ethical and spiritual ends. To the enlightened 

Orthodox, many of them former Radicals or Maskilim, indi­

vidual emancipation of the Jews as citizens of Prussia, 

Austria, etc. was not a reality, nor even realistic enough 

a possibility to serve as the focalpoint of all their 

hopes. National restoration of the Jewish People in Pal­

estine was more appealing a goal. And just as it served 

as both a weapon against, and an alternative to the Reform 

view, so Hibbat Zion was a modern, rational alternative 

to, and weapon against the obscurantist aspirations for 

a miraculous Jewish national restoration. In both cases, 

the struggle represented social as well as ideological 

differences. 

The disappointment and the need for new goals 

felt by the Maskilim of Eastern Europe was more keen than 

that of their German fellows, for by the late 1870's, the 

illusion of a possible new era for the Russian Empire was 

lost to all but a very few. In addition to the psycho­

logical and social factors that had operated a few years 
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earlier amon the Jews in Central Europe, in Eastern 

Europe the archaic Jewi.sh social order provided consid-

era.ble incentive to any enlightened middle-class move-

ment that would contest the control. of the Shtadlonim 

in St. Petersburg, and of the old Orthodox rabbis 

throughout the Palestine Hibbat Zion served as such 

a movement. 

The practical need for a refuge after the 

pogroms of the early 1880 1 s led many Jews of the lower 

middle class, and even of the proletariat, to support 

Hibbat Zion. They were not a vocal group, but they 

contributed pennies and dreamed. 

In Palestine, i.ncreasingly :from the early 

nineteenth century on, the Jewish community recognized 

the need for some Jewish agriculture. To the poor, th5.s 

goal meant economic and social independance from the 

autocratic and sometimes corrupt Halukah system~ The 

revolutionaly social and economic implication$ of a move-

ment fro the settlement of the land were at first shied 

away from by its protagonists, but eventually, with the 

aid of growing support from the Havevei Zion in Europe, 

they fought it out and won. illhe Halukah leaders also 

seemed at first unaware of the implications of the move-

ment toward industry and agriculture, and. then they triecl 

to join and control it. Finally, the issue could no longer 

be hidden, even by the Halukah propagand.a machine, e.nd 



the colohies, supported by the Havevei Zion, attracted 

so much of the wealth and sympathy of the Jews that the 

Halukah sued for peace. The social revolution had 

passed through its typical phases~ 
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