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Jo1e!)h Yu1ga Nordlingen Hahn (Joeejlh ben Phin­

ei:as Nordlingen) was born in Franktort-on-l!ain in the year 

1~70. The name •Hahn" wa1 deriTed from the name of the tamily 

house known as •zum Rothen Hahn•. Hie father, Seligman, waa a 

man of learning and one ot the first in Germany to lecture on 

Alghaai. It waa he who was reegonsible tor the education of 

hie son. Hahn's mother also came from a family devoted to 

learning, being the daughter ot a Rabbi I1rael Reinthal. At 

an early age Hahn married the daughter of the wealthy Abraham 

Breiti:ngen and the latter's financial aid enabled Hahn to devote 

himaelt solely to study. 

He ~oon made a name for himaelf as a scholar 

and a teacher, and many students flocked to him. Hit1 method 

ot teaching was the Peshat -- the rationalistic method. ~ 

tor the Kabbalah -- the io_ystical method -- he was of the ogin­

ion that it was not 909ular in Germany, there being tew adherent• 

ot this method of study in the German lands. The method ot the 

Kabbalah was Tery i>O~ular in the Eastern lands •tpecially in 

Palestine and Sated. Later on, however, Hahn became intereeted 

in ~e Kabbalah through the intluenoe of some 1tudente from Sated, 

and came to the 09inion that one must not neglect this study 

ot a vital branch of Jewish learning. He was favorably di1-

~01ed towards the Kabbaliatio poem, Lecho Dodi oom~oeed by 

Solomon HaleTi Allcabitz ot Sated. However, Hahn omitted the 

1eoond stanaa of the go .. for he insisted that the Jews no 
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longer go out into the fields to weloome the Sabbath! He 

inserted a stanza of h1a own to fill the voicl but thi1 insertion 
~ 
"'8 not po~ular with the Aehkenasio Jews. 

Hahn was resvonaible tor the formation ot two 

sooietiea in the city of Frankfort. One ot ~;hese 1ooieties 

consisted o! a grou,l) of eighteen young men wbo met on the laat 

Thursday ot eaoh month to disouee questions ~~t morality and 

ethics. An unu1ual feature of this society 11ra1 the tact that 

at every meeting they would tell eaoh other 1i;heir faults in 

order to spur each other on to nobler ettort1~. The other society 

was oalled Gomel Heeed. The duty of this gr~>Ul> waa to render 

last honors to the dead ot the city, ee11eoiaJ~ly those dead who 

had no near relatives or their own. Hahn wat~ recognized as a 
c.. 

leader in the ~ommunal affairs of the Frankfc?rt Jews and ot-

fi.Jiated as Rabbi when the Rabbinate was vaca:mt. 

Hahn lived during the troubl4aeo.a.ue times of Vin-

cent Fettmilch, when that worthy ruled Frank;Cort with a high 

hand. Fettmilch was one ot a grou!) of oiti~~pns who were heavily 

indebted to the Jewish merchants. niey had ·tried. to make trouble 

for the Jews since the year 1612 when !alee 1aharges were brought 

against the Jews. These charges. were diemis:sed, but on Augu1t 

22, 1614 affairs ~ere brought to a head b7 ~ne invasion of the 

Jewish quarters by a mob led by Fett.milch. '.Ua.ny of the Jews 

went to the nearby oemetery fo~ ~roteotion, 'While a number of 

Jews ~roteoted themselves bravely. But, they were no match 

tor the hoodlums and the damage done to Jewish pro9erty wae 

heavy. The Jews asked leave to vacate the city. Permission 

1 Yo••fh ome~a. 689 

• 



wae granted them and they Journeyed to the ne ~by oltl•• ot 

Offenbach, Hanau, and Rochat. lt ie eatimated that alaoat two 

thousand Jewe liTed in Frankfort at tllat time. The ::&m.Peror 

soon 9uniahed Fettmiloh !or hie 9&rt in the ri t and he gald 

tor hie miadeeda on the gallows. But it wae n t until Yebru­

ary, 1616 that the majority of the J~w• were g Ten germiselon 

to come back into the city, although forty ot ~e mo~t grom­

inent familiee, the family of Hahn among them, were allowed to 

·return in September, 1615. To insure the Jewa against any 

further attacks, their street was 9laoed under the 9roteotion 

ot the Em9eror aa announced on a 9oater aftixe~l to each ot 

the three gatea leading to the Jewish quarter. 

In memory of this occasion the Jews of Frank­

tort have established the institution o! Purim Winz, to com­

memorate their deliverance. The day i>revious to this being a 

Fast Day. On this Purim Winz, the 9oem Mon Ol~ is eung to 

a 19eoial tune. Rabbi EllJ.anan ben Abrah8lll com~•oaed a poem in 

Judaeo-German and in Hebrew ~alled ae~illat Wi~t! and in the 

German called Das Winz-Hana Lied.1 Thia tells the story of the 

riots and the return o! the Jews to Frankfort. It waa au~ on 

Purim Winz to the tune of Die Sohlaoht von PaTi:A• In hie book, 

Hahn makes mention of the affair ( 953, 1107, l~.09). 

Not only waa Hahn a scholar of Jewish attain­

ments but he was also well versed in secular mlLtters. For 

exam~le he wrote on Christian festivals and ChJ~iatian oalenda-

l. J.E., art. Vincent Fettmiloh 
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tion')which information he acquired from a Latin book whioh 

l he cogied. All thie h• inoor~orated in hie book. 

Hie most ia~ortant contribution 1e hi• book, 

Yoeeph Q!!ts which wae tiniehed by him in the .An-
rt-' 

other work ot hi• oontaintn& glo•••• et the m:;i:=o:::i==. .... o,;;,::11. 

ie etill in i.aanueorigt. 

Hahn died in the year le&7 at er a lite ot 

9iet1 and etud7. On th• Congregational led&•~ 1• th• inaorip-
~ 

tion that he wae master ot the HalaObah, and »ioue in hi• 4••4•. 

He did not contribute anything ot 1.mgortana• to Jewieh acholar­

ahig, but he oan be oluae4 ae an •X&miPle ot .. 11at th• Ilteot 

a etudioue Jew ...- during tho•• da¥•· 

I Horovitz, ~.a Frankfurter Rabbinen, Frankfort A/M, 1883, 

vol. II, ~. 11. 



ft!!MMtJ\Y OJ' THE A1JWOR'S l'UPDVOTJW( 

J oeegh Hahn waa influenoed gr~ta tl.y by the book 

Re1hie Ohooh!!h (~• Beginnina ot Wi1doa) tor hi• father, 8•11&­

man, held thi• work in hi&h eat••• and taught hie eon ll&ft7 of 

it• gaa,as••· 'l'h• older Habn wa• in th• mlde1~ ot enla•&illl 

thia work when he died and Jo••.Ph tiniahecl tlu~ work whioh hi• 

father had etarted. He oalled thie work Yir111 44ono1 (~• l'•ar 
# 

of the Lord), And thi• book formed the ba•i• tor th• author•• 

final work -- Ioaeph 911!t1. 

The author gi"T•• a nwaber ot J~eaaon• for wri tin& 

this work, and we ~ •a.Y eomething about the11~ here. He mention• 

the tact that he called an aeaeably of the lenclina aoholare ot 

the d'1 and 4ieouea~d what they coneiclered th r moat ~r_plexing 

grobleme of the timee. 'l'he 'T&rioue euggeat1oue and discussions 

were incor!)orated into his work, He &110 men1~ions the tact that 

some of his ~u~ila were in doubt aa to the me1t.hod ot repentance 
Jou( ..p f c 1 I-;. 

for the transe;resaion ot 9Ci2f 1"'16 a.WI• ~~e not Qnly ex-

_pancled U,l)on ways of re!)entanoe for this transe~reseion but also 

u_pon ways of repentance for other transgressicma. 

The author also mentions the irery interesting 

fact that it is in times of !lersecutiona that the Laws art. put 

in a concrete form, so that they will not bec<>me dissipated 

during the troublesome times. Also i.1.ll!)ortant is the tact that 

the peo!)le ms;y be foroed to transgress some o~r the Lawa and 

may want some means by which the,y can re!>ent nhen events quiet 

down. For this reason, the book Yiraa Adonoy sufficed for the 

troublesome times but was not satisfactory foJ~ normal times. 

5 
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It was because of this desire to write a book ot ~erwanent 

value, that he revised this book, added to 1 t 1, and called th~ 

oomgleted work YoeeRh ometz. 

The author gi vea credit to one~ ot hie beet 

pu.1Jile, Zanwill Haas, who pro,.>osed to him that htt should in­

oor9orate thirty of the civil Lawe and statut1u, ao that the 

~eople would not be ignorant or the customs &!~d Laws of their 

Gentile neighbors. This the author hae done. Aa an ackr.ow­

ledgement of this ,l)U.Pil'a valuable euggeation1J, the author haa 

resorted to Gematriah to show th11.t the letter1~ ot the name 

Zanwill Haas are numerically equivalent to !2J••a>h Qmetz. The 
' author uses the same method in regards to hie tather, Selig­

man, and his brother, Isaac. In reality, the1refore, the book 

is dedicated to all of these illustrious 9ersona. 

The Plan of the Book Itself 

The author f ollowa the plan of some ot the 

other oodif iers of llinhagim, as for example, ~aril, and the 

author or the ~urim. 

The book is dividtid into three partaa 

The first ~art deals with the customs of the 

entire year, from morning Rntil the evening, the New l'oon, Sab­

baths, Holidays, customs for the synagogue, t ,he putting on ot 

the Tephillin, etc. It ia thia di vi"ion whic1h we have 60ne 

over very carefully. Thia division is calle~l Bha'ar Ha'elyon 

(:he Up9er Gate). 



7 

Thi• first d.iTiaion i• d.iTid.ed into 107 small 

chapterea 

l. Ord.er of prayer tor the outgoing ot the Sabbath 

and. the eTening thereof a an4 the order of attendanoe at 

the aynagogue. Paragral}ha l: - 29. 

2. Law• pertaining to the 8hemon•h ;Eereh. Paragra,Phe 

30 - 58. 

3. An •mination of the Olenu. Par1aarapha 59 - '10. 

4. Lawe pertaining to the outgoing of the Sabbath. 

Paragraphs 71 - '16. 

o. Ord.er of the Habclalah. Parap"a~·• '16 - 81. 

6. Lawa pertaining to the meal. P~ragrapha 82 - 88. 

'1. Ord.er ot the wa1hing of the bancl·e. Paragraph• 

89 - 96. 

a. Lawe ot breaking the bread and making th• bl•••­

ing oTer it. Paragraph• 9'1 - 111. 

9. Law• pertaining to fruit• an4 de1aerte durin1 the 

\1ourae of the meal. Paraarapha 112 - 11·4. 

10. Order of eating and drinking. P.aragraph1 115 - 125. 

11. Law regarding the bleeaing H@-To'b Ve-y-letib. 

Paragrphe 126 - 128. 

12. Law regarding bread tor the poor and the stuq 

ot Torah during the meal. Parasrapha 129 - 131. 

13. Law• regarding 09tional and: requ.ired ceremonial 

meals. Paragraphs 132 - 134. 

14. Lawe oonoerning the washing of hand.a between 

ooureea. Parasraphe 135 ~ 140. 
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30. Lawa concerning the making of a~ oath and 

mentioning the Divine Name. Paragragha 346 - 350. 

31. lhlrther remarks concerning buai eaa. Par-

agra9hs 351 - 372. 

32. Further remarks regarding the o ·der of the 

!irst day. Paragra9h• 373 - 374. 

33. Introduction. Paragral)he 375 - 402. 

34. Lawe concerning cooked fruits and ~heir like. 

Paragral)he 403 - 421. 

35. Laws for reciting the ~he'hehifl~U4 Paragragha 

422 - · 431. 
~~ 

36. l3leeaing over tragranN. Paragira!lh• 432 - 442. 

37. A few more laws concerning indi'ridual bleaeinga. 

Paragra~ha 443 - 452. 

38. Lawe regarding 9rayer on a jour1ney and sundry 

lawa for those who aet out on a Journey. Paragraphs 

453 - 464. 

39. Lawe concerning the escort on a J ourney. 

Paragraphs 465 - 466. 

40. Lawe concerning the sanctification of the moon 

and the blessing thereof. Paragra,k)hs 46,7 - 476. 

41. Lawe tor the 9laoing of the IC!~· Paragra!)ha 

477 - 480. 

42. Law for a railing and the blea~1ing thereof. 

Paragraph:: 481. -

43. Laws conoerni11g the aanotifica1~ion of the Di vine 

Nallle and details related thereto. Para"ra.Ph 482. 

44. Confession ta be recited in case ~f an evil 

decree. ParRgra~h 483. 
____ ,._ 
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45, A grayer ot Rabbenu Tam who rec~~ tecl it every 

day. Paragraghe 484 - 485, 

46. Lawe regarding the obligation t io sacrifice one-

self for t.~e aanotification of the Divinia Name. Par­

agraph 486. 

47. The llincha ·~rayer. Paragraphs 487 - 500. 

48. Laws concerning the evening ~r~yer on Sunda7 

night and the other nights of the week. Paragra9he 501 - 503. 

49. Laws concerning the Sepher Torah, the reading r-

thereof, and that which ~ertaine to it. Paragra9ha 504 - 526. 

50. Law concerning the Monday and ~1hureday service. 

Paragraphs 527 - 528.
1 

51. Lawe concerning ~, .bbath eve ancll customs for 

that day. Paragraghe 530 - 561. 

52. Law regarding the Hallah. Par1Lgra9hs 568 - 580 • 
• 

53, Laws concerning kee!>ing food ••Lrm for the Sab­

bath. Paragra9ha 581 - 590. 

54. Laws relating to the synagogue ugon the entrance 

of the Sabbath. Paragraghs 591 - 599. 

55. La1fs of Sabbath evening. Parai~ragha 600 - 621. 

Includ1q ., s,Pecial Sabbath lcymns. 

56. Laws concerning Sabbath mornin1g in the Synagogue. 

Paragra9hs 622 - 626. 
GV 

57. Laws reg~ding the Haphttr@h. Pnragraphs 627 - 648. 

1 Paragiij)h 529 is missing in the original as the editor 

notes, but there is a second paragra~h numbered 580. 
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58. Ind.1 vid.ual laws oonoerning 9roh:lbi tiona against 

various t orma of labor. Paragraghe 649 .• 668. 

59. Lawe concerning the third. meal 1( on the Sabbath). 

Paragraphs 669 - 681~ 

60. Lawe concerning the Rosh Hod.eel!. Paragraghe 

682 - 696. 

61. Laws for the month of Niaan. Pi!U"agraphe 697 - 698. 

62. Lawe concerning the diegoaal ot leaven. Par­

agra9hs 699 - 700. 

63. Lawe concerning the kneading of unleavened 

bre•d.. Paragra~ha 701 - 709. 

64. Pregaration of the Matsoth. Pa~agra~h 710. 

65. Lawe concerning the search for leaven. Par-

agraphs 711 - 721. 

66. Lawe oonoernin6 Erev Pes!h. Paragraphs 722 - 731. 

67. Lawe ap9lying to every festival eve. Paragra9ha 

732 - 739. 

68. Lawe concerning the mixing of cooked foods. 

Paragraphs 740 - 741. 

69. SmllDary of the laws concerning the Seder. Par-

agra~he 742 - 774. 

70. Lawe concerning the grace aftex· meale.(on: Paaeover). 

Paragraphs 775 - 788. 

71. Laws of the Seder. Paragra9he 789 - 795. 

72. Lawe ag{>ertaining to every hoU.day. Paragraphs 

796 - 805. 

73. Lawe concerning the Priestly Bnnediction. Par-

agraphs 806 - 814. 
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74. The manner of reJoioing on a holiday. Par­

agragha 815 - 823. 

75. Laws concerning pregaration on one holiday 

tor another. Paragra9ha 824 - 829. 

76. Law for the counting of tt.e Paragra9bl 830 -

831. 

77. Lawe for Hol H!-Moed. Paragra~ha 832 - 839. 

78. Laws for the Sabbath which occ~rs during Hol 

Ha-Koed. Paragra~ha 840 - 841. 

79. La.we concerning the laat clay o~· the festival. 

Parasra~hs 842 - 844. 

80. The laws which a~9ly between ~~ and Shabuoth. 

Paragra~he 846 - 849. 

81. Order for the festival of 8habt!2l!!. Paragra9hs 

850 - 858. 

82. Lawa conoernin& the "Three Weelce." Paragra~hs 

859 - 864. 

83. Laws which a_p ;.>ly after Rosh Hoo.a th. Paragral)ha 

865 - 871. 

84. Lawe ap;.>lying to the day betor4a ~iaha B'Ab. 

Paragra9ha 872 - 918. 

85. J,a,.,a for the month of Ellul. ;Paragra,Pha 9i9 -

932. 

86. Lawe pertaining to the inception ot fast days and 

the recitation of the A.nenu. Paragra9hs 933 - 936. 

87. Lawe concerning sucoeasive fast days and those 

ending on Erev Shabbae. Paragra~ha 937 - 942. 

88. Laws oortcerning fasting for a bad dream. Par-

agra,Phs 943 • 948. 
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89. Lawe !)ertaining to the days or1 which Seliohoth 

are recited and to Erev Rosh Hashanab. Paragra9ha 9'9 -

960. 

90. Laws !or Rosh Ha&han&h. Parai,ra.a:>he 961 - 967. 

91. Laws regarding the blowing of the Shotar• Par­

agraphs 968 - 970. 

92. Laws concerning the µi+taph. JParagrai)ha 971 - 97~. 

93. Lawe for the ten days ot !1•ni 'f enoe. Paracra~h• 

980 - 98,. 

94. Lawe for Erev Yom pppur. Pa:ragra9he 985 - 994. 

96. Lawe tor Yom K!ppur1 the nigh·t and tha day. 

Paragra9hs 995 - 1012. 

96. Lawe concerning the Succah• :Paragra.a:>ha 1013 -

1027. 

97. Lawe concerning the tour parts of the Lulab. 

Paragra~ha 1028 - 1050. 

98. Lawe tor Hoshanah Rf.bb@h . Paragra~ha 1051 - 1056. 

99. Lawe tor Sh'mini Atzere\.h and. Simhath ~·orah. 

Paragra~ha 1057 - 1065. 

100. La.we for Hanukah. Paragrapha, 1066 - 1082. 

101. Lawe concerning the Four ~;!h!.e. Paragraphs 

1083 - 1086. 

102, Lawe t or Purim and that which ~ertains to it. 

Paragraphs 1087 - llQ9. 

103. Cha9ter on blunders in prayeJ~ and in the grace 

after meals. Paragra~he 1110 - 1133. 

104. Lawe re~arding errors in the grace after meals. 

Paragraphs 1134 - 1138. 
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105. Order of the recitation of the1 Sh'ma before 

retiring. Paragra9}1 1139. 

~'" ~ ~ t"f1 . L5 2..-1.:~o 

The second di vision contains '' few chapters 

!)ertaining to the Ki tzvoth and 11habi ts indepttndent or time.• 

In this chapter the author discusses the Tor1Lh, education ot 

children, charity, rece,lltion ot strangers, l~>ans to the ~oor, 

visiting the sick, laws of burial, and mournjlng, ~rovieion1 

tor dowries, as well as discussions or Chris1tian holidays and 

the civil calendar. Thie second division is called §ha'ar 

'~ Ha'~h (The ~iddle Gate). 

The third division ie Jivided into two cha~ters1 

1. C''1ntains exoer~te of ·the 9ositive and. 

negative commandments and ie called Perek Ha''li.Iitzvoth. 

2. The second oha~ter ie an ex~oeition of 

various virtues. In . view of the fact that t~11ere is no systemat­

ic ;resentation, this division is placed at the end of the 

book and is called Sha'ar Ha'Taohton (The Nether Gate). 

~v.C· 
JhY the Boole lo Called Yoeeph ~ ~ ~ 

Hahn did not wish to write al,l the laws but 

rather to •add strength" to thoHe customs and laws in which 

the 9eople were becoming lax. 

To hel9 sincere 9609le "gather courage.• 



sOURQES u+ILIZEP »X T1:1' A1JTH9R 

Listed According to the Frequency Wit11 

Which They Ar• Q,uoted in 

the work 

l. Shulchan Aruoh -- the guide for the religio~~s life of Jewry 

to this day. PUblillhed in lf>6'1, it wais meant as an 

abridaeeent of the author's (Jose~h Ka o) Beth Joaeph 

(House ot Jacob), which in turn was &B: 1b•l'6ement of ~ · r-- ~J~· 

Jacob ben Asher's Four TUrim. It soon eolipaed the lat-

ter in popularity be other Code, .J.. 

blends 001nduct into a 

harmonio\, J devotion to The many references 

to this Code are too numerous to mention here. Suffice 

it to say that he rarely op~oaee the Law found in the 

Code.1 

2. Another Code utilized to a great extent is the ;urim (The 

Rows) of Jacob ben Asher (1280-1340). :his Code at-
~ 

tempts to arrange the whole of Jewi•~=.!o~ 
contains a large amount of material H~ ~5• tima-..Q.t 

~imonides. It is the basis for Karo's Shulch!n ,Aruch 

which has the same form. 

3. The collection of various customs arranged by Kaharil (Jacob 

II ) b. Levi M:olln • This f8140UB author cc>llected the various 

ritual customs (:Minha.gim) current in (lermany and inveeted 

l Very often, the annotations of Moses Isserles to this Code 

are quoted. 
15 
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them with authority. Thia collection ha.d great influence 

u,.>on the Jews ot Central Europe, being ires,Ponaible tor 

the esteem accorded to religious tradit:lon (l,tillhai) 

in the various comu1uni ties. We may wel:l. say that K•haril 

se1·ved aa an exalQ_ple for many collector11 ot lUnha1im, 

among whom we JD8¥ glaoe the author. 

Thia book was 9ubliahed in 1556 in Sab~ionetta --

1 t is known as Sepher la-Mfharil. ~ f : " ~ /I 1 t \jh' 

4. QA1.:>I) J?'t#eJ(The Beginning ot Wisdom). Written by 
,,fl 

Elijah ben l(oaes Vidaail, thie ia an ethico•theologioal ,,,.....,.... ~ T 
work baaed on iaeti culled trom th~ Talmud, J.adraah, 

Zohar, eto. It ia diTided into five books and contains 

tifty-eight cha~tera. 

5. nne:n jA1f (Vale of :Benediction). Thia ia a work ot 
..(.. 

the famous J.braham ben Sabbatai Shightel Ha-LeTi Hunitz, 

and contains laws concerning benedictio1na tor graAe, 

reasons thereof', and the liturgical be111edictionsJ with 

correotiona and additions by hie eon. 

"ill-" ,.,,,. (Statt of )(oaea). Thia woJ~k was written by 

lloses ben Abraham .patz, the Ab Beth Dir~ at Prz~ in 

Galicia. ~is woik, containa laws conottrning benedictions 

'* and ,.>rayers tor Sabbaths and holi~a, the cuatoma there-

of> with ada9tationa. 

7. "a"Jt '?'' (The Ga tea of Re~entance). This work, 
0 

written by Joae9h Ger,atndi, is an ethio•:>-theologice.l 

book which ~ur9orta to arouse the soul to re~entanoe 

and humility. it ia divided into tour ~arts, each one 

ot which ie diTided into chapters. 

-
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a. J>~•t) i')f.h (Law of the Sin-of'feril16) ,, written by 

10. 

liloaee ben Iarael Iaeerlee, it ia aomet~lmea called 

"Prohibition and Permiaeion". It ie a treatise on 

what i e lawful and unlawful• arranged ~~ccording to 
A"-

the u~ 
~7 . Sha' are ptra of Iaaac of Duren, and wrlLtten before 

the llaA,)ah of Iaaerlee. Later on, IaeelC'lee added notes 

to thia work. 

1 •-a·o~ 2to(:Book of the Pious). ~·~e is written by 

Judah the Saint ben SalUUel. lt is a b?ok of wisdom and 

instruction, customs and reverence, oo~t,ining many 
~~ ~ 

stories about tile first H&eiaim and. th~ cuetoma. It 

alao contains portions of works by hie ear~ier ~re-

deceseors, among them Saadiah, and. aleo contain ex­

cerpts f_om liesillat Setarim. ~ ~ i~ 
lliZ~ 

e'a?'> .,~o (The Book of FearY. Thia is thts work of 

Rabbi Eliezer Azkari and is an Chico-t,heologioal book 

baaed on the commandments and by-co~.ntmente, with 

e~ecial reference to local customs. 

11. =b?i :.urn (Ina ti tutions of the Sab,>ath). ~hie 

12. 

interesting book is based on the te~obinge of Iaaac 

Luria, and concern~ i ta elf' with the SELbbe. th zemirot. 

It has been edited with additions and annotations by 

vari oue Rabbis from the 16th century ~~n. 

pi'I 1 .1>tCtb (The Worm of Jacob), wri 1t.ten l>y Rabbi 

Keir ben Gabbai. · It is a commentary ~t>n the 9re.yere of 

the whole year in the manner of Parde'!!.• The first 

edition of this work appeared in Cons 1tantinople in 

the year 1560. 
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13. There are also many references to the &2!11;£• showing that 

the author was not entirely on the rat.tonali1tio aide. 

14. 1e b (All Ia In It). The authorebip ot thia book 

is disputed. It has been ascribed to the diaciplea 

ot Al-lt'aei, to the Ribaeh (Rabbi Isaac: bar Sheah.tJ 

and to one Shemarya the eon ot Simcha. It ie the oon­

Viction of Iaaac ben Jacob, the compU~•r ot the Lezioon 
'- l.\.. 

Oay Ha!•~yuna, 1880), tbai t111e Hok in queUon 

ie a tirat -~ ot Rabbi Aaron Hakcmen of LUnel'• 

Orhoa l!,tYYim. 'l'h• work oontaine lawe tor th• whole 

year, ouatOJU, area.era ot prqere, ooaaent,.riee on the 

Haaadab, law• el probibitiozi, and. aw1dr)' aiYil law•. 

'1'h• year and pl&o• ot ~rlnting are mo~~t queetione, but 

we haTe eTidence ot an edition in Con11tantinople in 1520. 

lf>. 112£ (The Robe). Written by Kordeoa:l Jaffe (d. 1612). 

Thie rabbinical code is divided into ;ti Te _parts and ar­

ranged in the aw order as are the IJ!!tl!! and Shulohan 

Aruoh. 

16. rt''-a ..,-,o(The Daily Ritual). Written by Koaea ben 

Kahir, it contain• the ritual with a IJ1'Stioal commentary 
• 

and a number of related laws, Venice, 1599. 

17. fo1• .1a•e(Th• House ot Jose.Ph). Thia womJc by th• ta.moue 

Joae9h Karo ia a a0Dlm8ntary on the I!!!!!! ot Jacob ben 

Asher. Karo giYea the ~~-d~!~rJ! tor eYery atate­

ment. 'l'h• opinion• ot kttr authori t ,ies are also quoted. 

18. ehlf~·n .., •• (Tne Book ot the Palaces). It ie eometiJDee 

called. Pirke Heoholoth. Thia work 111 ascribed to Rabbi 

Ishmael ben El ieha and ia a Cabbalist1io book, teealng 

with JD¥etica.l e.J:)eculationa concerninE~ the hosts ot 
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hea•en, the throne ot God, and ao tor1~. It deal• with 

the soul and •1th Creation. It i1 al110 oalle4 Seyer 

Hal!ooh, according to ita beginnings •J~4 Bnooh walke4 

with God• (Gen. 512•). 

19. ?t/'1' '>i?O{The Book ot the U.Pript). 1Jritten by Rabbenu 

Tam, thi1 work ia di Tided into two ,PalC't1, the tirat 

being arrange4 aooording to the traot•lt•• ot the Ta1-

Dlll4, the aeoond beins the reeponea to question• 1ent 

to him from Tarioue !)&rte ot France a1ri4 Germany. 

20. -;,It"'>''-' "•o (The Book ot Fear). Writ1t.en by Jonah 
0 

Ger,mldi, it 111 a book ot ethioa tor tJ~e oonduot ot man, 

First ~ubliehecl in Craoow, 1612, it • iae later bound 

with other books, euah aa X'aocl BaTee:hubah, Korbtn a 
H&+am14, eta. (16, 3,, 177). 

21. /a~n >•nJt (~• i1at Offering). Written b,y Israel 

Iaeerlein, it oontaine 354 re1~onaa, oorrea~oncling to 

the numerical •alue ot the word /cJ. .• Published. in 

Venice, 1519 (424, 501, 503). 

22. 

23. 

An ancient book ___ __,., ... t__.." ... ~ ... o_(The Book ot the Garden). 
.... 

on the ~orah, which ia continually q1JLoted in Pa'!!)l=h 

R&•al and Da'at Z'kenim. It aew tl'tat a trapent ot 
q_ l 

it exieta up to paraehah V~'•rlh (:&x •. 5), (5'1&, ltl). 
I 

f C'> 1J t I {Thoe• Who Inherit). ThiE1 work wae written 
. )v ~. 

by Abraham ben ~abbatai Sh,'l>htel Ha-l~evi Hurwitz. It 

is in the form of a will to his sone 1, concerning moral 

l In the catalogue of David Opl:)enheim, 1782, 110. 260. ~lao 

Leo~old zunz, zur G~sohiohte und Li teratur, p ,. 78, 
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"L 
oonduot, reverenoe, eto. It oontaine correotione and 

annotations by his aon, and ap9eared inl Prague, 1597. 

Thie work waa later au~glemented (370, 473). 

24. 1 o t.-:. '.? ~ 'JAi ., ~ o (The Book of llordleoai) • \Yr it ten 

by Rabbenu Kordeoai bar Hillel .1Jshkena1:i, it ie a 

oomgilation ot all the lawe in the TalJlwd, tee 171te ... 

Qf th• Qe .. rah, Raehi and To•fafiata, e~ooording to the 

Al-fasian order. The firat edition wa~1 ,l)rinted in 

Venice, year unknown. '( 626). 

25. J,121'":» ,), C1.11 (Ethical ;>egree1). Thia woJ~k 11 by Rabbi 

Yehiel ben Yelcutiel. It consiata of 2~L 4111ertationa • 
on the virtues and oonduot of man with suitable ~arables 

oulled from the lildra~ther bo~>k1. First 

,l)Ubliehed in 1656 in Jf:rlllliiila. There 111 a theory that 

this book, or a oompanion to it, is re1a.lly a ~rt of 

the famous Reahis Hooh!ah (87).luc.--~ ~( _Q,~ 

26. t 'J&,' ? iO (The Book of the J.we-etrl"t9en) • Written 

27. 

28. 

by Rabbenu Eliezer ben Samuel of liletz, th1e ie an 

athioo•theological work on all the commandments ot 

the Torah. It is divided into twelve 1oolumn1 with an 

index at the end. Rabbi :Benjamin ban .lfeir JJlhkenazi 

rearranged this work;an .abridged ~ortion of it wa1 

~ubliahed in Venice, 1666 (652). 

book, written , "'> ? 1i (The ~ite). Thia is a, rare 

by XenalJ.em D1~ in Con1tantino9le. (217). 

elfe, 12~'- 2,)0(The :Book of Peaceful WOJrda). Written by , 
Rabbi Ieaao ben Samuel Adarabi, thie ~rork contains 

thirty dif:ferent sermons. Adarabi quc•tes much from hie 
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~~ 
teacher, Rabbi T}tablt. Additions were made to thia 

book by various rabbis (70). 

29. 72).f 4li!,! (Provisions for the Journey). It we.a written 
........ 

by Menal].em ibn Zera!]., a disoi~le of Ibn Shaib, and is 
II 

a work aontainins deciaion1 and auetoma, divided into 

five books and 372 cha~ter1. It wae ~ubliahed in 

ierrara, 1554. There have been later editions with 

annotations by various scholars (456). 

30. ',up.t'> ?iO (Strengthen Ye 1l(e). Written by Hezekiah 

ben Rabbi l.Ianoah, it is a aoD111entary on the Torah, with 
~ . 
.addend.a on Ralhi'a oommentary, aontainins 111oh material 

~liildraeh, liechilta, Sitra, etc. 

1'»iMWta, 1559 (465). 

PUbliehed in 

31. ~plq.b :.rt'J\(Inatitutiona for Re~entanoe). Written by 

l aaa 0 1 Luria, this work J s identified with the work 
Cl.. 

Kar!)eh I/Net'eeh by Rabbi Ieaao Aahke z;i (892). 

32. t .. *o~ (The Great Book of e c:ommandment1). 

Written by -osea of Couey, this w 

TarYe.g Kitzvoth and is 

first dealing with the ~oait~e ooumandlments, and the 

second with the neptive ooaaanclment1 (.164). 

~ ~lL.- ~ ~~ 

r 'l \]" of r~ 
~ ~ q_"·~ vj-~ /~ 1~ 

r fl.IL Jv. 1'1. ~). 



])p,ilY QuttO!I 

1. In the Ka'&riT AroTbi 1>rqer • J'rank- ,.,4,. 
fort people recited ________ __..._..,...,.,, ... ~._...,~ .... -1-#o--......,~iiiiioliiiioe 

~ 
»oaed by the author (27). 

2. Th• ou1toa of tolding th• handt ill front ot th• 

heart durtna the 8h'Mn!h 11ry baa fallen 1ntc> ''•"'••· ~· ~ tc. 

Se@er HarediJ! mentions the taot that in the fJ~ret three and~ 

laat three benecUc .. ion• of th• 8h'•opeh Eareh 1thia 11 done, ~ 

but in the interTening benediction• one etretcl1ea forth one•a 

hands (34). 

3. Kany 11•09le ohewed' 11oorioe betor11 entering 

synagogue, in order not to api t continually. Jllany .. ould 

chew licorice before going to bed. Thia ia to11.1nd in th• 

9epher H!•idia, 253 (42). 

4. In the , Ii'·)., r., rx ot th• ~Ya the Jna of 
~ 

Frankfort recited M•d >f' 1Cid1 .,<»er 1'!'1'111 ,.,,. The~ 4 

custom tod&¥ ia tc recite ue,a tC1 ,,r,,r ,9«( 1.t1"r'> ,.,, ~ 

which ie a Polieh Mi!!bag (47). ~ 
1 

5. The author mentions the tact that ~t waa 

in doubt whether to aay the word ~ 2 q « in the '!) ,! ., • 

The author euggeeta that the ancestral custom should not be 

v..J.~ ~ ~~ 
1 Probably a Frankfort lum{nary. Hie exact nw ia not known. · 

ir· ~~r~ I~ 7~' &11·~ ~~ 1~-- . 
:J ~ M., . (tV. ~,.. .. .L. . ~. ~' ?.. DJ--.- ' S" 7 ----- -
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changed. Thie word la not found in our 

oonolude that thia waa a distinct auatoa geouliar to ~rank-

f ort (48). ~ o.. J,v.J.. ~ 

6. Th• Jacldi!h waa not recited after th• iltp (69). 

7. After the morning, afternoon and •••nine gr&¥tr, 

the geogle recited the Xlidal (50). a,~ .. L ~ "'-,/,.,-· 
.J,. a. The author oggoaea the oustom greTalpt &aonl tht 

peo9le not to reolte the bleeeing e•r,•rc.1 1~ oTtr wint, 

exot•t when they did not drink that wine within thirty clqa. 

The author ineieta that the 99ogle should •k•1 the bleaaina 

over the wine even t! 1 t i• drunk within thirt.y daya after i ta 

groduotion. The author alao inaieta that the 9eogle have no 

BUl)i)Ol ; for not making the 

w1ne'"1'128r:k IL.. ~ 
9. Many .i.>eo.i.>le had water close to thei1~ beds in order 

to be abla to reoi te a blessing with clean hat1ds, should 

lightning occur during the ni~t (186) . ~-~114 ~ 
10. The sexton who lll&de the announoemEmt in the syn­

agogue waited until the congregation had fini1,hed the Mhre 

and be!ore they ~egan the t,1.1111, in orcler not to l-nt•~ 
~~--
~ their ~rayere 1 _ Thie custom was eetabliehed by Rabbi 

~~~ 
Isaiah Hurwitz, '1M--Ab Beth Din of the oommun:~ty (1606 - 1614) 

I\ 

(310). 

ll. The authoi· o_p 1>oses the custom of iaome _peo~le 

who, when the time for the morning vrayer has 9aeaed and they 

had forgotten to i>Ut on their Teihilin, wai te 1d until the 

Minb.ah vrayer to out them on (330). 
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/µ~~4'~~~ 
12. In the ee 11 a ~r• ot' th• Biroh&• 

HHCozop (graoe after the meal) many ~eo!)le re1ci te4 ':> 
___ __.,.,!,!._f>..__.t ... t_ instead ot JtJ~ , r,, ft '? (ea&) • 

~ l-t.~6,~ '-J~ ~ °" ~ 

Sabbath Qustoma ~ ~-~ '1-~ 
l. IDO•D•• •a• burne4 in t.h'~ •Yn&SOE?&• on ~ridaJ 

night before twilight in order to ~roduce a 1weet o4or (698). 

2. we fin4 that the peo~le of Franld~ort at one ti .. 

would. eat the Seud.ah 6h•l11hi• (The Thir4 Kea'-1) ot labba'th 

before ~il!bah inetea4 of after thie aervice •~a ie generall.J 
~ 

don .. . The author ,•rit.att that thie custom waa later changed 

(675). 

3. A custom 9reTalent in 1'1rankfort ainong many ~eogle 

·~ was the dividing Ug of the jirghas HpmQ.&!ft--f;~ tfte. Seudah ~ 

~ ~ahbeth1 into seotiona ... nd each 9erson 9re1ent 

would recite a eeotion (689).~t:.::::~J'l..;. ~ .,_ 

4. Another ouetom ~o_pular among man;y Jewe conoerning 

the Birchas Hallozon for the Seuc:lah Sheliahia. was carried out 

in this manner·. If one of the 9eraon1 prese'~t at the meal had 

prayed the Ka'ariT service, and another had not, if the former 

ia zuaking the blessing he recites u~ to the I;),!) and then 

hands the wine cu~ to the latter, in order that he might 

recite the 'i>9"') • The latter oontinuea wi.th the benediction 

until he reachee the 1' Ce.111 9.t?I and then he givee the 

wine cup back to the original bleeser who coim9lete1 the bleaa-

ing (681). 



5. On Shabboa Haggoclol the Haghtarah VeorTlh (Mal. 

314) wae no~ reacl even if that Sabbath tell o· ireT Peaaoh, 

but the Ha9htarah whioh normally waa reacl tor that Paraahah 

was recited (698). 

6. The auth~r mentions the faot that in hie y~uth the 
s custom in ~ranktort wast~ s~t aside two Sabbat~betore a wed-

ding, the first called the Small Spinhol1 and. the aeooncl, the 
l Large Spinhola. The gueste were not invited to the Small Spin-

holz before the Sabbath by means of the Shaum!2.!_, but on the 

Sabbath itself by ~eans of a small ohiid who carried a Zettel 

(list of guests). The 01Jl8.ll Si)inholz was le.~~er abolished (657). 

7. It the Sabbath which occurred be1~ween Rosh Hodeah 

~ and ..he Ninth of Ab was a SRinholz Sabbath., the maidens 

did not ~o to the intended bride with music a.nd dancing that 

night (871). 

l. There has been much controversy ov~r this word. zunz 
(Gottesdienitliohe Vortrae~e der Juden, )> . 4·42), maintainB 
that the word comes from t e Italian worJ "S,pinalzare•, mean­
ing "Rejoicing." Guedemann {Gesohichte des Erziehunfawesen! 
und der Cultur der abendlaendlschen Juden, 111, ~. 1 9) quo es 
Ziemann who maintains that the etymoioay ot the word is from 
11 s~indle", coming !rom the L£iddle High German 11 s~inele," the 
symbol of the housewife. Gu•dema.nn also mentions that the 
be trothal meRl at one time was called "S!)inole,N an Italian 
ex~resaion which ia no lon~er understood. A.. Cahan (Mnuhire 
de la ooieta des Etudes u vea, 1881, ~. 89) maintains t at 
t e wcr sign iee a s~ nn ng w eel, ~robably an allusion to 
Prov. 3lal9. 

· we may safely say that the SRinholz corres~onded to our 
modern "shower." 
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P&•sover Cust91Df 

On the seveath day 7'JtlbP 
_____ in the Aplid@h, and on the last day they recited 

~ 1 'h••?lc! )}fl'le (The Fear of Thy k esome Woz1ka), aM- if the 
• 

last day occurred on a Sabbath, th we~l ... nrcd.te, iefore 
U>-t ~ ~t...w.kr... ~~ 

the Shemoneh Esrlh, all the PiYlUt which was required tor 

" the Sabbath of Hol Hamoed (844) • 

•• 
Interval between Pa9aover and ShabucU!! 

If there was a circumcision on a Faist day, and the 

God-father of the child was a Cohen who was 1n.ot ,i)ermi tted to 

go 1· ~ to the Torah because he had not fasted, he was obliged 

to leave the synagogue. (Thia Qf'ere t "· a C!ircumcision held 
"~"· '1 ~~,_ . 

on a Monday or Thursc:lay <Mtrt-ng ~rv.a._,;ee'1reen :PaeaoTer 

alld SttiEbUo ttq ( 846) {µA lJ,.... C'>-U. ~ ...t ~' u,__ 

Shabuoth Customs 

r--.ii..r-..-.. -f.P· . ,. . ,,.. ~ ~ 
to,.. ~· mDl!I the synae>ogue 

and houses on Shabuoth hd when Shabuoth occ:urred on a Sabbath 

some !leo!>le the Sabbath and not 

on Sabbath~WNMMI~ (851). 

l./,.JJ ~ 2. When the second day of Shabuoth CfUDe on a Zabbatb, 

a. stanza of the goem ~·ee J(•.114~ •ee ''' was re-• 
cited between the f1n , •• , ~.111' and the ___ ..1t..,1 ... P.._1&..,..,t ... "-· 

This stanza ie a reminder of the Matan Torru~ (The Giving of 
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the Torah). The poem itself was written by Jc•seph ~i~i, 

father of the Redak, tor the acros tio gives hj~s name. ldaharil 

writes that in liayence this 9oem was also recjlted as the com­

poser was buried there (856). 

succoth Cuetome 

l. On the ~· of ifte- secon;:;t;!of succ~:>th, the peo!)le 

recited the blessing 

9?1oe ?''' (1026). 

'·!'''> 1 & , after th~a blessing 

2. On Slmohath Torah nightAth• Kitavoth. for the entire 

year were auctioned off (1062). 

Roeh ;· ,aahan!h 

1. If a Girouwacieion or a Pic!Yon H!B!~~ occurred on the 

day be~ore Roeh Haehanah, the custom was that. the gueete made 

a feaet without obtaining special ~ermieeion to eat on that 

day (958). ~ J ... ~ ~ 
2. It was the custom not to fast ltltt-UL-a- l:ittle ltetou 

dark on the uy berore the evening of Rosh Ho.shanah ( 963). 

3. A oi~owacieion on Roeh Hashanah wats done 1.Dmlec1iately 

atter the reading of th• Torah1. and in the _ 

the cantor came to the 

would reoi te the first 9art of the -~1-~---.,~-""'1, _ _...,1. ... • ... .,e ..... .-".-'~-~ ... ( 970). 

I /6-.-< ,4-~ 



Yoa APR»r QuatO!! 

~~~~ 
1. A oiroumoialon on YOJI Kl»»»r was pertorae4 in the 

synagogue after the Torah waa returned to th11 ark and betore 

the reoitation ot th• Mftaph. A ai~ of wine was g1Ten to the 

oirowaoieed child. (All thie in the y-ear 158S>) (-i-,eeet. J tHJ J. 

2. When the cantor began the Jla'ari,! 1ervice ot 

Yom Kippur w 1th the ,,,, ,, &t!U he reo 1 ted Ui) to the 

ld'~.,i' r•·~ !l,!lf'-•l~ •.:thout the 00llgll'8g&t1on Jo1n1q 

in. Thia ia aooe~4l~ha£1l (1,008) 

3. Regard~• law of making the 1bleeaing over the 

egtoea on Yom Kiggur (the H&b4&1ah aervioe), there is a di1-

~ute among the Rabbis. Some hold that eYen it Yom X19~ur talla 

on a week d&7 one t.i1ould make the blessing. Others hold that 

even it it ocoura on a Sabbath night one aho·uld not •ke the 

blessing. The custom in Frankfort was not to make the bless­

ing even on a Sabbath. (Thia 11 according to laharil and the 

Shulchan Ar\!Oh) (l,011). 

411ba B'Ab cuatom• 

l. The uae of vinegar made from wir.ae was ,.>rohibi ted 

in ~ranld'ort from and including the seventh day of the month 

ot Ab until after the Ninth of Ab (868). 

2. At one time the custom prevaileci that no one was 
~-

allowed to buy wood atter the first of Ab, ~ind whoever did .. 
buy wood had hie 9urchase taken away and gi·ren to the goor (869). 

~~~~~~~~ 
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Btn»!sJc1h cu1toaa 

lt thet;ia oiroumoieion on the S bbath or on 

the Rosh ljodeah ~ uklcah, they aaid the I! t er of Hanukkah, 

the Oghen of Rosh Hodeah, the ~ tor oiroumciaion, and the 

Eloheohem of the Roah Hodeah (1081). 

~,J~~~ 
Rosh Hodellh Cuatoma 

The lifa'ariv aervice before Roah Hocieah was recited 

in order that the ~eo,1)le wou:l.d not be forced 

to wait too lona before breaking their taat. 

before Rosh Hodeah) (503) • 

(They tasted v.., .• )h~ 

. 

Fast De.Ye 

Siok peo~le and women with child did not need 

s1,eoial l>ermiseion not to fast on the ColDluunal Fast Day 

decreed in memory o! the Fettmiloh Riots (955). 

Sj,lecial CustomJ. 

l. They did not make the blessings ~reaoribed by the 

authorities u~on entering and leaving their bath-houses. 'l'he 
~ 

reason was, as the author points out, ~there was no danger of 

fire in the ~rankfort bath-houses (445). 

2. The Hazzan recited the blessing before the 
~ 

J.iegilly Echoh was read on :isha ~b (841) .. 
/ 

l The Purim Customs will be found translate<l below, pg. 31-39. 

. , 
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3. At the end of every solar cycle (28 years), 

on the first Wednesday of Nisan, in which the equinox occurs, , 

on the first year of the cycle, the custom wa~a to ea.notify the 

sun. ·The entire oommuni ty re~aired to the oeJ111etery immediately 

after services and reoi ted the ~rayer 11Blesse1d art Thou, O 

r.ord, our God, King of the Universe, who hast made the vrorks 
(l. 

of Creation." ~e Sh~slannounoed during t lhe rthaba.ria 

service that all the congreg;ation should go 01ut to sanctify 

the sun (378). 



iRJ.NSLATIQN OF fliE PASS4GES 

DEAµNG WITH PU1Ull 
""" 10f1- 110~ 

The custom here was to giTe in11tead of the 

halt-Shekel thirty-tour p'ahitp (,l>robably ~:~~)in ao­

oor4anoe with the mnemonic ot ( l"~';)I) •the ~oor shall not 

give leaa llOl'.\tlle· rich man more 11 (Ex. 30al5), and in addition 
""' four other u'!hitim as ae~arate donation; to the ne•"'· Be-

fore we were exiled from our oity during the time of the ,Per­

secution, the custom was •imgle,~~harity collectors 

made two circles with chalk on the atone u~on which they aat 

to collect the money, in order that they might 9lace the half­

Shekel in a circle desi&nated for this ~ur9ose, and the li~ta 

for tae ~oor, as mentioned above, in a second circle. Arid 

thus I saw, sketched in an old manuaori»t, three circles, two 

oirolee as mentioned above and a third in which was ~laced the 

s~ecial charity collection ~iven after a taat. After we had 

returned to settle in this, our oi ty, ~may Go1d establish it, 

J.men, Selah) the charity collectors did away with the custom 

01· our ancestors and placed everything in one1 container. But 
~ 

they have not done right, for this custom wae..f.eunaed- on the 
.....t,..4'~ 

ba•i• . ~ the a111Wttorr that the tax-oollectoI~s ar/.. .• l°)/..:;;,z 
mitted to use Purim-money for other charitieu. And they give 
~ ~· 

~o a!~oaJ:WhO stretoil'"forth the-±r hands to acce~t charity 
._b.,..1- I ~ u-'-- A,...,._,t. "'"'-
U,POn their arrival fr~ JJ. distant land. J.ae-~ ue- here as ~ _1.., ~IL~; A 4.-. 
tranaientl who should eaVatid drinl.:l their own (substance). 

~ .-- 1'4, ~ 
Otaerwke it wil.1.-be......toftftd thlrt"" ~r, Purim which the 

transient aoce9te, is not ~for the f:!.!!:~Purim;4n 

31 
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BRite of the tact that moat ,l)eople give two ei:ifta to two ~eo~le, 
~14 ~ 

besides what they give to the o~i~o~~·~Dy 

~ we may say that the grincii)le o:f~ this above-mentioned. 
J7.-J-

ruling was established ~or tl\ps~ who have ~~thing of their 
~ ,p-J-~/h ~ ~ 

own aftd whoA~ to give gifts for the nee~; fvt outside ot 
~ 1>--/ 

what they give to the collectors theyAgive noithing to any 

poor man. _F9r tbi~ reason, it was ruled tha 1 the wealthy llhou!d 
~J>-7 ~ ~ .>,.. • 

al:eo give~ gifte11 to the 9oor -tro" the collector11 f-rsr (many ot them) 

~~1 to-eaam the i;oor": ~he basis of these 

facts, if' it ia in ~ !>Ower and the Lord wil~,s it, I shall 
~ 

attem~t to reestablish this custom. (1087) 
I\ 

~'te fixed amount of the half'-Slhelcel and the 

gifts to the 9oor which all adult males ax·e 01bliged to give, 

are not fulfilled if they give it from the M!~ 'aser. However, 

everyone who gives moi·e than the fixed amount1 i• !)ermitted to 

give the additional money from the Ma'aser (~088). 

In many _places it is the cust~,m to send the halt-
r 
~hekel to the ~oor of' Palestine and this is e~ good custom, 

since during the days 01· the Tem,.>le all Isre.e1l ::ent their 

shekels to Jerusalem (1089). 

One s~quld be careful to havp a Megillah which 
~ ~ ~ /.6 t.b ;t,h ~-<-

has been appro"f'eci 'b)' liab\l.inioal authorities ~md take care with 

regard to the closed chapters (setwnoth) Just s.s in the case 

of the Se&>her Torah. b'or a man does not fuli~ il.l the requirement 
~ 

with a 9rinted ll.fee;illah nor through the readi.ng of the Hazztn 

l 
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~ 
unless he hears the Ra11tn word tor word, and. this is ~rao-

tically im!)oesible. And he who makes a bles13ling over a J(egillah 

which ia not correct in . ad~it on to the fact that he has not 
~ • ~Af-'" ~~ ~ 

f'v.l.f'illed the requirement, ,_...t;he great ain of 

making an unneoeasary blessing (1090). 

'J.r 
~ ~o~le ara not careful when they make Mesillotb 

t.o leaTe al\ ~y column at the end. And marcy scribes are not 

oaretti' t't'le':;l a clean ~ of l)arohment a1~ ~he . heJLd of the 
,_,."f,, ~ ~ ~ 

aegillah before the start of the writing. if• a Maett•• •o 
.i...r 

Uwt one oan- roll the )l(&sill&h in that eectic>n. Thie 11 
~ ~ 
•aeintrt the .tnJwuatloae of the goakill but I clo not know whether 

~~- ,J,....t.J...~ - ~JJ. ...J.li 
these things are 1· 1ally Q4M"tndmentS-.Or w.nau'thoritative. There-

~ ,,, 
fore, I think that l:R a eaee of doubt one ah ~>uld not make 

blessings ()Ter such a lite1illah. Those who mi!Lke Heailloth 

such as these mu~t t in 1 ot 

ineuff icient funds they do not obe ve this 1oommandment 9ro!)erly 
~~ . r"";..,..,~~~ ~~~ 

eTeey year. (1091) ~ ;.,;;;:;:;- J.J>r µ~ le-, 

One should take l>&ins to list,en carefully when 
~ 

the Hazzfn makes the blessing over the Megil!,!h, ~o 

engage in talk at the time of the blessing , for i.S ene ~e5a 

not-t-rr&tiii/ he will not have ~erf ormed his requirement con­

cerning the blessing (1092) .i, ~ '1 ~ J.L~ b~ 

~~v 
One,.~ recite ('Is Jlllf 1.#~I (Est. 916) 

and the names of the ten sons of HalllAn to~ether with the word 

.h"a.( (Est. 9:10) in one breath1 'l'here.fore, one should 
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concern himself ~uch aa vossible 

althou~ if one dgea nei dO""Chis in 

to do this duty ~ro~erly, 
~~ -t'!-' 

one breath ,, tt- ta alright 

(1093). ~ !J,,.,.;.., ~. 

When one reads the lalegillah, wh~ather tor him-

self or whether he has already ,t.>erformed the d111ty and ha~ couie 

to hel~ a sick man fulfill the require~ent, or to hel~ one's 
~ 

wife who was not in the synae o6'U•j if he reads frol£l a ritually 

correct liiegillah, he makes a blessing before t :he real.l.ing of 

the lJegillah but does not recite a blessing after the reading . 

~hie is the decision of . the Shulchan Aruch, although lfahari• 
kt~ c~ r___.._> 

(Jacob Weil) and ~ne~ write that one should make the blessing 

even after the reading. Yet,/\it a~peara to me that the reason 
)~ 

for this i s found in what Beth Jose>.)~ Hou.ae of Jose!>h) . ~ ~ 

~uotes in the name of'~ (Nissftilben.GerGndi), that the 
~ ·~~ 

bles s in~ afte r the reading of the liesillah * ae-t ~•ei.t8d ~~ 
beoA.uae o~ ~gJfflah, but bechuse of the Ultre,cle that ha1>-

rt 

pened, and since one has already recited the blessing on~~. 

to reoi te it again would be an unnecessary blE~ssing ( 1094). 

Aleo one is not to recite the lblessing Shehechi­

onu when he is fulfilling the r equirement for eo~e one else, -
sf'ter he ha.a t)erf'orm.ed 1 t for himself'. And l 1ook above, with 

regard to ·the sanctification of t he Passover (1096). 

Concerning the blessing recited imm6Jiately 

after the l'leading (of' the ll1~1dllah) and also t .he c onclusi.on of 
(1~1 

this blessing, ~ (Jacob ben Asher) and the Uinhagim~write 
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that Hoel Harab should not be recited, but only Hlrab, and· in 

the same oonolusion Hoel Hanitra should not ba recited ' but 

only Hanitra (1096). 

The ouatom here is not to reoite the blessing 

Sheheohionu durinB the day-time and this is co1ntrary to the 

Shuloha.n A.ruch (1097). 

When a circumcision ia ~erf'orw:1d on Purim it 

it not our custom· here to verform the oiroumc j.sion before the 

r eRding of the lleg illah, but to ~erform it as on the other 

days of t he y ear -- the circwuoiaed child ie <lalled Mordecai 

(1098). 

~ .J.._ 
( ,J µ.,._~)The Purim meal is obligatory ~~ dux t?lg-the 

day , and at leas t the ma.Jor ~art of the meal 1should b~ e1t~?J 
),~ ~ ,...... 1/(-<­

during the day, even though the.latt~ vart maY. b~ efl._ten at 
fl...J ~ ~ ~ J..A.o '" ,.....,.. ~ ~ ..,_J .. Irr ~ /\ 

night. It is id:e-o g'904 '.....a•irtk mid be ea~ a. dee& •••1-~t--
A ~ J6~ 

.--Pj~ between th'} r eading of~fi!!f,.llah; and ttnother: 

~8~ete~•• it ia good to eat var1Gwa-del1caci,.e.a in order that 
~~ 

1 t may be a~1>arent that this is not the priRt1i;rcl pal t or thlt--

teaat, and also ae a remembre.noe of the "greeina• which :uaniel 

ate. Kol Bo writes thf\ t this is the oust.om. On the uiorrow, 
~--~~ 

11.Cllllediatell p.fter leavine:; the syn~gogy.e, i+-1ta f't(BtdiM&~ k-..J. 
~CA. .J,..#b. lk ~ ~ ~ p.-l ~ ~tvff Jc,' i.-')rt'1.~ 
9.fe~are a hl'L feut..1na 1 tt Adr ink ·a -gl'ea' d •al . al•hott8fi .U.. 
)LU~~~~ t~,&)....,~'"4~.- I~ 

M•areet ltll\n hurries lmrough ttda Ma.\ in o~~4i it •¥ 
(\ (\ / ~ 
n94 he 4ieti:agtt18he4 t•ea~rd.inal"~,M.aJ • 'l'he ~ 

Erev l"tl•i• does not beg in et Ri~;;t at least three hours 
-- ~ ~lv)~u-~kµ ~ 

-~-~--~~-~ -~ ~ ~,.t@~~ 
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~ 
before in order that one ~ eatll::! drink to his heart's 

desire during the dayi ~ the Illla.in nart of the 
• ) Ir 

\4 
meal 9e eaten in the day-time. One should &1110 ~erf'orm the 

J.,.;-.. 
Uitzvah of Shalab Konos d~, 

send two important gifts of cooked dishes or ia g aaaf'ul of 

wine e.nd one gitt of cookery. After he has ,Performed the 

Mitzvah ~ro~erli ln rega~~ t~ the ila~ortan!' ~gifts, one ~ 
~~~ Ui-.,---- ~ .. ~- ~ 
~with dif'fere;~inge J: ~'l:da ~the Shalah 

Monos amt as is ouetomary- ijoth b;'lay and night (1099). 
J 

~ ~~~~--'1 ~~ 
~ ,,.,.._, ETen thoucJi ~ B1L4'8l I\~~ ll~~ie' in 

r~ the Purim Feast, neTerthelese one should a•• to 

it that it be ·~rformed with reverence, withc,ut nullifying 
~14~ 

any duties and without interru~ting one's ~rE~er inJthe 
tA.lJt...; ~ ~~ ~,. --( ~ 

Minxan. And in Reehie ChochmaJ1, concerning ¥fhioh I have 
~~ 

~Utea above in ~ 4+ the holiday, tb•• author discusses 

Rosh Hodeeh and Purim, and mentions the fact that it is a 

ilabbinioal injunction to feast on these days.. See l!ateh 

1fosheh which elaborates further on t h is ~oin·t . He (the author 

of )(ateh llosheh) gives many interpretations 1of the sta tement' 

of the Rabbis that one should become so into:xioated on Purim • 
that he cannot distinguish between "Blessed 'be Mordecai• and 

~ . 
•cursed be Haman.• '.r'herefore-,- in the Seder Hayyom it is written 

,,,,. ""t:' 
that they (the Rabbie) mean~ itllthat he ehall drink ~.,. 

until he cannot diAtinguish between his righ.t and left hands. / 
~ ~ ...-J...-J 1--.>JI .:..~~ ~ 

It a~peare to me that it-te-a-ll-aocording to1. a ~erson•s nature, 
t~~ ~'4~~~ 

:trerr-i:ml!Ml!til~-&<mtt-Ml~r _that too Bll.1Gft wine shc1uld not affect 

hie tear of God nor hie heal th in any way. li,or God requires 
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. the heart >eo that whether one drinks much or little hie 

mo ti Te should be a ~ure one -- obedience to tl'.~e will or 

HeaTen, and thue it ie also mentioned in the notes to the 

Shulohan Afuoh (1100). 

Concernine the congregational )f)rayer on Purim, 

I see no ,Place tor being ,Presumgtuoua in the Jpresence ot God 

even for one hour. And how much the more sho1uld one worry 

lest the Ha'ariT ~ aervice be .nullified in any manner whatso­

ever because ot drunkenness. If one knoYle th,at he has eaten 

and drunk aooording to the measure ~resoribed for Purim, be­

fore he ~rays with the co~r~gation, he is s iven ~ermisaion 

to include the A,l Hanieim in the Birchas Ha.mo~ before he 

enters the synagogue. However, it he has not. as yet drunk 

according to the ~reecri~tion of t.he day, it a9~ears to me 

that it is best for him to seat an old man oJ~ a sick !lereon 

at his table in order that he need not be foJ~oed to recite 

the Birchas Hamozon when he concludes (the h<)me) meal and 

reoi te the N' tilaa Yadayyim and the Llotzi wh111n he begins 

(the synagogue . mea1); ao that it might be co1naidered as one 

feast and the two be joined together to fulfill the state­

ment of the Rabbis that one must be ~ntoxicated on that day 

(1101). 110 2,., ~· 

The law regarding one who hae1 toreotten to 

reoi te the Al Haniaim in the i'tillah in t hE1 e;rnagogue, is 

written in a ,l)aragra.9h by itself further on (1138) (1103). 
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lA. 
If Purim talla on ~F~iday eTe 1aa it ha~pened 

in th• yearJl629, those who ~ost9one the Purim meal until 

after the lLinhah K' tanah do not .aot ~rf!8rly e.a I have written 
~ ~....4 ~.u..A ;;~ •o* ,_...,~ ~ ~ 

in~l098 tor tlie ...main ttme of ~e ~Q••~•aeoe ie - on the fifteenth 
~~ W~lk-

day. ~ if one eats the main meal in the day-time ,. 
after midday if Purim ooours on Friday ...,.., he enoroache1 

u~on the honor of the tabbath which is of Biblical origin 

while the Seuclu Purim ie merely a traditional. custom, comina 

to us from the So¥hrim. Therefore, it seems J;•ro!)er to me 

"thft t ope should begin the Ulain meal early in tlhe morning ~) ~p_ ~ 
~ ~ V' /iiJL 14..~~c J-.V"? ~ - - ; 
in all. ~l'e~e )"&&re 1 t wats pro~er to do so. ~ now t,hl 
~ Lr-- )+,._,_ r;L~ 11.r' ~L 4-

lUM&i is not . so, -s.!Ree it cleveloa->ri-tbrgugb 1'.he aeti'Yit3 of-
~.J..j lJ..L4,A.w 1 

g ivi ng git ta to the ~oor, which occupies one ed:i:- day. "The re-

fore, at least on Friday .... one eho\..J.d not bc~ein the Purim 

least at the 
11
epd of the de.y. At any rate, th•a discreet _per-

rJ-J..4 1-.4-. Jl'..v., ..J..-f't ~ ~ k . ;..... "'""-J.... 
eon k CA.reful not to be entirely drunk nor g:Lut himself in 

the ~orning , but he should take a few drinks in the morning 

and should aee~ ~ leave room for the 3eudah of Shabboe. For 

though the sages eey that one should drink a great deal on 

Purim, one should not become as drunk as Lot, for the disgrace 

of drunkenness is known in many !)laces, and o,ne may easily be 

led~ many grave of:fenoe1. And concerning: the statement 

that one should drink until he does not know the difference 

between •cursed be Haman• and "Blessed be 11.Lordeoai" I have 

already disousaed: it in 1100 (1104). 

~j 
I .,..- tit to say something in regard to the 

~atom or some people wfro-;-in-ohtt.nging- olothiea on Purim, change 

~~ ~-~~J!J~,/._ 
tbc::tJ: ~ &Jc .i..~ ~ 
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Wito Sha'atnes. 

loo~hole the v 

& 

rtl~~lU*ll.LL / C"' 
,~ ... .,..,,...,llllli:oti~ 

For even permit this, permit it only in regard to 

the Rabbinical reaori ,l:)tione concerning Sha.'atlG.!,l• ~ 
not ap~ly to Shushan Purim for thus -asa.o ~ 

Mintz writes n his :i-es~onsum, no. 16, concerntng the wearing 
~~ 

of female ga mente-~OA Ute tteR*l'•r~ i~ eee•e tiftat that 

permission s given only tor the two nigh ta an1d one 

by 

of th 

this 



THE FETMLCH RIOTS 

(Translation) 

L~ ~ 
We <Hore8d. ~ the 27th of Ellul ehell be a 

Congregational Fast in all rea~ects, for on th•lt day of the 

year 1614 we were driven from our city because the men of our 

city who were rebellious, took counsel against us to determine 

whether we should be destroyed and wi~ed out (God forbid), 

out. Their dec ·ision was to 
~~ 
~ to drive ue 

completely out ot our city. Also our money A'h:ich we had tailed 

to hide outside o! the wall of 

rebels conswned and destroyed. 

volumes Jf Holy .Writings which 

our section, the above-mentioned 
...:.. ,...__ ,J.....c.Ja 

They also burned untold 
I\ 

they !ound in our houses and 

in the aynago~"Ue. 'l'bey also seized some scrolls of the La'JL 
6

• 

~ kJz,I. """~ . ~ 
(through our sins) and they k~muoh treasure which had re• 

.raaiR84 iR thtH.r houses.
1 

Besides ~e many valuables 

which had been transferred to their homer for safe-kee~ing at 
~~ 6/-U-.. L 

the a,PJ:)roaoh of the riots they/\ ke1).t and stole and hid amongst 

their own valuables , ( the orit?;ine.l owners losi111g them utterly•) 

Because of all these things, the above-mentiorr1ed day -vaa set 

aside as a Fast Day. 'l'C> the Seliohoth of that ~b~ 

added the Selichah "Ilabot Tzerarunu" before the tlail7 Peal.JD 

tor that day. ~hey also add the Gelioha.h "Re~~ember the Cov-
.,....... 

enant with Abraham" ae ~;rt at the ,Prayer 11Reznember unto us 

the Covenant with our :h'athere." If the above .• mentioned day 

falls on a Friday we do not carry out the Fas·t all day. But 

..... i ~~i?ioans wlilcn t!teee peo1le &.i4 Ret :re1'ftt7. ~ 

40 
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if it falls on ll Sabbath we shift back the lt1ae1t to ~ Friday •1 

(953) 

/ 
On the 19th ot the first Adar,(that is the clay 

" 9receding the dft¥ on which we returned to our h~• with great 

honor, and U!)on which ,.engeanoe was executed U,Pon our enemies; 

because of the ~ich seized us ~ fir.st t ilM -and M.eo ~ 
) ) 

&eca.uM-all the inhabitants of the city, larg1a and small, were 

overcome with terror and f\l'j)ght, lest because of the great com­

motion in executing vengeance u~on the leader11 of the Rebellion, 

with whom IOflny in the city had been in agreement, the city 

mieht be overturned in a moment (God forbid)J therefore, two 

days before the above-mentioned day, they ~roclaimed with 

drums and ti.JUbrels in the name of the Commissioner and the 

Kaiser (May his glory increase), that no one should drink wine 

or ap!>ea r on the streets of the city on that ~ U... '2. 0 ""'-J 
l'ti- qf- J.cayse . of this worry,)we, the forty l'rominent 

kP+-1-~~ 
citizens who settled ip !Alia city before the New Year of 1616 

I\ of~ 
tand th•etitg,h QR11aoe I v1aa one of them)>• clec1reed a Fast f or 

tJll._ 
that day and unto gene ra tions (~erbhance God will remember~eJ­

~ ~~ · 
on that day and we will npt be destroyed) anGl ~ the 

~k~ 
following Seliohoth in the Ghemoneh .Esreha •vre call unto Thee• 

~ . 
#27, •I shall call• #81, •Uuch trouble have ithey caused me" 

#44, •I will fear the ~· #7, •Ierael ie annd• #U, "i'rBY.t:t.- l!l-

4.o not• # 26. 

l Note ot Habbl ~oses ~intz: If the day falls on a ~onday then 
at morning service the Parashah of the week is read. 
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And each householder is to give ..redem~ii~n tor 
Ct ..,; - n.J.,~ CV-:- ...,.. 

hie soul on the Eve of the Fast h'l Urn torm.-.Qt charity which is. 

usually collected in the synagogue for immediate. distribution 

to the poor 1-And blessed be the One who guards His peo~le Is­

rael ·roreve~ ~or on this ~oncerning which it was BE: id, 

that the city would be ~ro~. of God on the fore-mentioned 

day, which was dest~ to be the one u~on which vengeance was 

to be executed Ui>9JI the leaders of the i·ebels, no one opened . . 
/ 

his mouth (~aed be God) not even as much ae1 the chirl'>ing of 

a bird. ~ the contrary, they gave us great bonor as I shall 

write further on (if it please God) (1107). 

We have set aside the 20th of the li'irst Adar 

as a day of feasting and rejoicing with the ir~junction for 
-r .. ~ ·rr-a~ ~ 

p~ople not to say ~he morning r)ray~trJ wlth the ex-

~ Lam~:!!:J:ch. Thie festival shoulcl henceforth be 

called Purim W1aaenoe because of the miracles which hag~ened 

to us on the Eve of that day, when we realize<~ that our worries 

were groundless for, (tbank God) we lay down Jln security with 

none to frighten us and our slee9 was sweet u1~to us. Therefore, 

we established the following day as a !east d.l:LY like unto the 

days of Purim which had been established afteir the day of 

battle and the attendant miracle. The miraol1es done on the 

above-mentioned day ar~+z The CoDlllia~n~l_t~~ 
Bishop 01· Uayence, ane1 ~.rgi:ave Darmstadt (lls.;y ~ea ~ hi• ) 

returned us to our section with great honor i :n the midst of 

many ~eo~les who aocom~anied us on foot in military arr&J 



with oyabale ancl danoinc. At that tiJAe we aaw real ven&eanoe 

wreaked u~on th~ og~r.At.,.-~~ ot the Jewa, Vincent, who la men-
• ~~....w.Afl-~ 

tioned abo'Ye. TIM¥ arreet;ecl 'ha rebel& and our enemies were 

dismayed when they saw the great honor done to ua while they 

went out to eternal d&etruotion, some being taken awa7 to be 

hanged outside the city. Terrible Judgements were exeouted 

u~on them in our sight. We actually 1aw them with our ol'l!l 

eyea aa they were leading us into our city wi~h all glory as 

mentioned above, tor we arrived by We.¥ of a gsLte whioh was 

Ol1.t>OBi te the gate through which the rebels hadl to 9aes o~ the 

way to their execution. We were also led right past the lll&t­

ton.. on which were built the pillories into whioh were 9laoed 
~ . 

the heads ot the rebels •a.1Ml-~-11w~n.~H-• ~ tnhey were tc> be executed. 
~~-~ 

These stockades were built in ~a ~· r.ut P~r..c.e. All the 

inhabitants ot the city marvelled when they a11.w the honor 

which was bestowed upon us by the officers ot the Commissioner. 

Not a single verson dared to s~eak evil against ua. on the 

contrary, they hel9ed us to remove the ~ile of ashes which was 

hea~ed Just outside the gate to our street, in order to o~en 

a f'ree road tor the two wagons. One wagon oo•ntained three 

shie~laealed with the aeal o~ the F.mgeror (.May his honor 
r,., w 
irulraa.. -· the Great Eagle on one of the ehielde tor the 

U9~er Gate, the second shield for the Brikler1 Gate and the 

third shield tor the Wahl Gate, which the aoJLdiere, mentioned 

above, fastened ilQIDedia~e11 with hooka ao that they shouldn. 
~ . ~it.r .. .(.,,.,. ~ Vt~ . 

reamin immovable on the ••son-. ln the seaon~~ wagon ea\ UJ¥ ~ 

f'ather-in-law, Abraham Breitingen (ll.lly his memory be for a 
~ 

blessing) who suffered from rilewwwttsme (May it be the will 
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ot God that we should merit the realization of the ~ropheoy 

"Greater will be the glory of the last house t'~an that of the 

first•. JJnen, so may it be.) (1109) 



CONCLUSION 

We me.y say, in conclusion, that the book is 

not a very im!)ortant contribution to Jewish s1cholarshi9. The 

author shows himself to be a master ot halakala end is Tery 

well read in the f'ield of Jewish literature, iaa the list of 

sources indicatoe. I find that the h8.lakic style has influ­

enced the author to sucp an extent that one o:ftimae . has dif­

ficulty in gras9ing the meaning ot various !)aaeages. Through­

out the book we find innumerable ~uotatione whioh destroy 

any claims to originality which ~eo~le ma.y make for his book. 

He wa .t1aTe hel,l)ed hie generation in that he summarized many 

in his reading but there is 

notl,iing e book itself which can gain for him the title 

of' being an thinker. There have been JJlnny &uoh books 

of ~inhagim and ave ~ained lllOre favor w·i th Jew~han 

Joseph Hahn 's collection. flt-w-~ .k.. ". lJ.< ~~ ~[~ Jv 
"'4-J'.tvv 

We find that he is usually ver•y strict in re-

gard to his decision, as for exam_ple, in i>ara~gra,l)h 474 where 

he disagrees with the Shulohan A.ruoh, in 455 where he dis­

agrees with the Poaki.m, in 459, and 10any othE:ra. He shows 

h i mself to have been aeaina t some of the prac1tioes of the rich 

(253, 1087, etc.), and insists that the poor should not spend 

too much in their zeal to honor the Gabbath 1:552). There are 

a f ew places where he shows leniency, as for exam~le in 867 

where he allows atorekee~ers to display whislcey made of the 

dregs ot wine. 

t68Haa 
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The historical value of the bo ok lies in the 

~assages dealing with the Ji'ettmiloh Riots (me.ntioned in the 

introduction and translated above) and in the subse~uent 

declaration of the PurilA Winz. We i ;ndebted to him 

for the allusion to the rare book ~De.;.::.r~~=--.. ~ (:he Way of' 

l~ Lif'e) (217). 

)~,µ~OJ 
~1~} 
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