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Two years soo T wes privileged to take an eleative In Jewlsh
Religious Thouwht with Dr. Henyy Slonlugiy. s part of the course, the
cings vead a poatis dvamm N0 tr 4 M)‘G:) (The Third Cry), by Yashov

Cahane. It weg the firgt time I had henrd of this plawright and was
ehaolutely intrigued by the pley. Unlike sory Isreeli authorg I hed
rend, Veshov Cuhon, at least in this pley, was converned with Jewlsh
raligioue problems, pregenting them In & most dramatie way.

Later on in the year, I took enother slective with Dr. Bugene
Bosowits on the image of men in contemporary plays snd novels. 48 »
divect upshot of the course, I bepen 4o conslder o study of some of
Cshante plays oe o subject for my rebbinic thesis. I wes ismediately
encouraged by Dr. Slonimsky and by Dr. Shaul Harell to chooge the trile

ooy | ’)")Jo'n Py (In the F%ﬁ%ﬁﬁ% of sutfering) for study with

Dr. Porowite oy sponzor. . _

1 am, thevefore, deeply indebted Lo these professors Yor their ifw
terest and helpful suggestions. It Is sepecinlly to m*f Borowite, with
whom T worked very closely and whose patienve snd guldance never wore
thin, that I shall be eternally areteful.
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Youlov Cahan 18 o ployatight and not o aysbemutlo phdlogopher who
gtates his bellefy in en orvdersd gyatéms Ho writes In the introduction

to the trilogy that he desirss to cresde o drsmatic symphony with themes
played in hawmony end disooed, conbrapuntally end simultensously.
Cahan's idens, %ﬁmmm » lap over onme srother throughout the three
plays. For the sohe of intellectunl olerity, however, the stiempt hng
heen made o separate and ostegorise the ldess, fully reslizing the
injustloe one does o the art of o fine playicight. o
After remding the plays, ore i fsmudistely convinoed of Cmhanis
reverence for Jewish trodition snd finds tlut he {9 wost convergunt with
ite Litermbure., The meberisl of the thesls, therefore, s divided inte
thres chepters. The fThret m%&im 8 precis of ﬁ;m thres plays and g
translabion of the eritlesl ubtersnoes. The sesond chapter is divided
into tup pertss the flvet is 2 summary of the mejor snswers of Jowigh
teadition o the prbler of sulferingg the seoend I8 a demonstrablcn

of how Cuhen nakes use of thwse onswerd, In the f?&ml emxmmr; mﬁmm
views are woalveed showing whad he sgeeshs; rojects, or reshapes fvom
the snmwers of Jewish tradition.

e m this flne poetic deseatist alemout totally unknown on the

fmar fosn Jowish soens? Bomn in the provimee of Winsk, Russis in 1881,
Yankov Cabun grew up in Poland snd wae leber educsted at the Usiwerslity
of Bern In Switserland. We was very sobive in orgeniszstions for ‘m i
vancement of Hebrew latterg, founding Tvrlsh in Bern, becoming secvebury
of the Society for Hebrew Language and Culbture in Berlin, and g lemder

of Tarbut {2 similer orgenigstion) in Poland.
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Cehen served as supervisor of the Hebrew Nigh School in Polund
(192he27) mnd wap lecturer at the Institute for Jawish Lewrning in
Waroew (192733} A membar of the Cenbral Committee of the Rewvisionigte
zionigt Orgenigation, Cahen settled in Pelesbine in 19341 Por yesws
after one would find him writing and editing liternry mopreines while
spending mush tims in the outdoor omfes of Tel Aviv until his desth in
November of 1960,

The £ixst sellection of his poebic works sppesred in 1903 (Varsww)
with subsequent works eppenring in 1905, 1913 (Odessn), snid mesy later
on, espesinlly in Pulesting. Mo recelved the Blalik Prisze for hWle
postie drums, ‘ avad Mmpyromidot, and the Techornichoweki Prize for his
woll<hnown trensichions of Gosthe.? Cehan §2 & poet of many guisesy

he 18 lyrical, remsntic, and dremstic. Wis poams of the Cighters fer
freedon ave famous in Isruel us sre his lyrics extolling the benuty snd

frecdon of Melweblo. Mis vomseibiclsn 1s o yowrning to comeune with

Nature sl is full of & description of the great capebillbies inherent

in maned Relfglous and Zloniet sotes sre alsw to be fouwsd in his postry

as well a2 in his plays.S 1If the trilegy, whish is the mubject of this |
thesis, is un exemple of his other dresbs end pestry, then Cuhan s |
worthy of f:&w m&%%y he recelved in Momusimy ::’\173
> 2h3a,. Mide sontribution will forever be

bound up in the bond of the glory of Hebvew evestivity,nd



CHAPTER o
b Bumsery of Thres Playe

THE MARTYRS

three souls, & merchant, o bubeher, snd  temcher, open thelr eyes
on & piteh black goene, Bach wonders wheve he 13 and expresses amuzement
et the depth of the deriness. The theee realive they wre without feeling
and thut they nugt o longer be ‘on enrth nor yet In heaven. They de nob
know whigh sort of exlstence they sre lesding unbil the butcher explains,
Wy are dend,® with which the others dejectedly soneur.® |

On the top of v pesk in the distance sppesrs the bowed hesd of

ﬁ@tﬁwr Rushel ”&%’i%}il Gobidel the ﬁf@h%m%@i%mi% to hlook her pabh.
Gabriel esks whare she 18 going and she spswers, "to wmy chi Ldrent  Dontt
you know? Agmin the knifs hug weved in the hend of BSati..., Oh, nil the

terrord of the Almlghty have come wpon med My children ave falr geme for

all the wickednegs of mana"® The urchasgel counsels her to overcome her

sorvow and be strong. Rechel, however, has ewhasted her strength bae |
ouuse it hes been spent In her tesrs and melted in her sighs. The baln

which she dreps on the hearts of her chlldren sontinuslly wemrs off for

the drawneout hope of recemption has beceme frustrnted.” Ghe can only
ory with thems Gabrlel reninds ber %o look sb the Mathers snd ses how

they retain thelr strength. But how omn she compare hergelf to them,
thowe splribual olsots who ave sble to bow thelr hoary hesds before the
Judgment, 6f God? Every time she s told of Jewlsh seerifise, she weuld
run b0 the theeme of God and bow hefore Hin wmw demarging, "1 shall

net move wibil an ansver comes.® Aod Gebrisl adds, "no answer cemwl?



That §g vhy she wust vow go to her ochildren, perhaps to geve a renant .
to smeliorsbe some paine Gebriel ssys she wst not ne yet go unkil one
more Bitter wound he mmﬁ%

‘The first theee souls are now jolned by oo old semton, » yourg
gird whose drdss 18 torn and halr unkenpl, and & sbudent.” Each talis
his atory of how the masssore took ploce on ehrth, The merchunt ree
lates thet when thy looted his gbore, his only thought was to pratect

his wife. He thwow s buening look of superiorily st the twe deunhaeds

who brandfshed thelr knives. 'fhe merchant meshed st their leps hopleg

that In the interinm hip wife would esceps, b to oo amvail. The tescher

and the student inborjest, "end God did nob being doun Mis lightaing on
thalr headsynd |

 fae old sexbon suys he forgpt his wife snd children and ren bo the
Holy Avk %‘Eﬁiﬁ’%@ﬁlﬁ%’« it while plending with the aussssing. They Jmsghed

wnneturally sad plunged inte the Ark »ipping epasrt the Sefer Torsh,

Then they strush hin md he dled ss the bieod spilled over bs colimns
ALL of the vharuobors cry fn snguish st this desevzution, the studend

repenhing his former ramarie?

The butcher resoints his gruesome eperiencs. We sdmits, "0 en
but o sinple men, & butcher in o line of bubohers. I cennob properly
voud from » bouk, bub T nevertheless sm & Jew with Jewisgh blood i me,
ard moyone who dires to toush one of wy brothers will not get swmy with
16.9%  Wie hande sre his only interprebeys. Vhen he hened the ary,
“kill the Jews," ke hurrled from the ebbatolr with his friends. In his
hands he seeried & small neptenx, and dispersing the orowd, sew Jowlsh
blood flaring in the street, the blowed of the serchent my well ag that



of the old sexbon. The buteher siushed with his sx, chepping off the
hewds of the wild bemsta until his hend geew too wemry and he too fell.
The old %M%m v ﬁsﬁm@, wif dod were nob dur refuge, whot would haove
happened Lo wii® A bremendous sense wf resfonntion ls displeved by the
1ine » e wﬁ fruvel on eur romd now bowsrd bhe Mmi%w &m m&i&
%m@ : L .
 n mwer bo the sexton, the stwlent wbbers more than just e
ammgm%w ronerks He kﬁzﬁmmw Btk ﬁ%&zﬁ exibionl questions.

here, shere - ot oelly we, Wyl ’

Your words ave like riddley !m wey I dontt

m’&wﬁ%@mﬁ them

1f dod g our ﬁz&mmsam, wmw % His shelber?

L He mde us prev to wild &%
Eyery leprous dog lichs our %%gwg

 Every sss boaupleg our honoe

He drwws besk, subeideg ﬁigﬁmﬁm and In snobher vone vells his oun

story« PFor & long time he dld not maseciate with his people, ner vher
he went to :ﬁ‘ie?m did he resiize 1% wew for them, Bub mm he T

the spot of m satunity and sav m:awﬁmw% .@&f”ﬁhm@ viging feom the

physe of hie soul forced him bo stelhe oub as 1 in stonement for hip
slns. EBverything he had held to be swoved
to hime Argd m fe foughb ms'immw for hig people until » bulles finnle
ly plercud hine

ardl denr now geemed deseibful

In tommon seoerd, the rest cxy oub * Apk /pok, you sre truly our

brothers® The student continues. He new kwwe he oould not Sorever flee
K*Z‘“l?ﬁiﬁ m paoples He i nob mmr over his uﬁ%ﬁh. Like his people,
aliensted from Giod, the student feels hingelf sinking into the hell of
| ﬁmmm%mﬁ The old mmm, yebol of zsieﬁm@ tradition, werne Mm mn

to beliove suoh thelinge. “This is nob helld @m implanted His Presenus




I ug feon of old and there will vome & duy when we, ¥s & spark of Wi
splendor, will shine,vil

L dod oheotises we, I fe becowme we have sisnsd,

Like » fether with his children, He chestises

with grest nerey. :
He will shebe and hove pity on ug us beforveses 12
T theve o jJewel which ot first 18 nob oovwered by dust?
The beloved of the student appesrs frow behind v rook. B is

nghaned of vheb hoppened to her and pemadng ollents When the stulent

gees her, b ories wb in even move dlupusl sed vehemently bullde we bo

g olinwe of nihilisn.

o dw b thet all the worlds de nob mourn?
%@w mm e #bill Live, husen m&mﬁ with o senge

ﬁﬁm e:* xa wen eat his menl En ¢ % ’mm amoke his

; even mag Msa wmz 59 éﬁi%’ﬁ‘

gy ém @wim ghene we 68 & ﬁ{éfﬁ%&ﬁ@i of the
peapies the insult of B whole PWo0iees..
L@% tm poety of every counbyy oome, the professors
In the Wﬁ%@@%ﬁ%ﬁwg Bl wﬁw spesk sugh lofby words
bk man and the gresteess of his worth and deeds,
Lot thas cone and atand ﬁwzﬁ?w& you wd listen Lo the
%ﬁﬁ Egmmw withdn you, leb bhew gee your pallid
ehagl
Let thon dhserve you g uffiietion, the sfflivtions of
the whole w@wm« bt

The obhers, even the old sexton, Join In with o resounding, "why, whyit
And g 8F hewven
ories out, "o ere maryied, holy waebyegl® , .
Esoh one subsides and in disbelief sesrches his own soul’ for the
right & be onlled a mertyr, The butdher — 8 simple man, perhups
boor, Whe did st keep the conmamdments. The merchant gives:. the sume

eould no longer stend the spousation, s Wesvenly Wnise

argunent . He chewbed on the gonles ml geve enpty proviges. How oould
the temoter be & oarbyr seelng that he died as an endmgl, hiding behind
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outhouses and anong ﬂi%w pipg. In ong way or snother, they rejead
martyrdon mnd want to live mmmﬁ*i" The young girl, revished and eshsm.
ed, enclelms that she never fulfilled hevsslf ag o women. The student
adds that the wﬁ; wonted to live together, s life full of prgg lon snd
love. ‘The ww?mﬁ; worries that thers is no one to feed his children or
enre: m-ﬁm wﬁ% Whet wes ﬁm ir min? *rm mmhw wents s:@aa"'mé#h to
live especially bevnuse he iz In the prive of life. The temcher, aven
theugh he knows he had been dylng of s ﬁmmkam disease, was token
| suddendy mmmm had » chanee bo prapure ks pupils or enke hie soul-
rendy sinee he wes stormetossed his whols 18fe.’%
The vid sexbon, now pushed to doubb sy well, exelaims thut he mmw

mitbed hlmpelf to God and sav in hie desth m pure light (TY 0D 19/5s 4,
He mmﬁmmﬁ@% that both life and desbh sre in the hends of God =~ "huk,

the books, mmm, how have they sinned? How ssa Ood allew the glory
of His Wame to be trempled by sgses?® The emoblon of the goene mgain

e we the student deepeny the mm@ammmm Lt 3 m‘%

reaches & Crosce
stopped murmuring sgeinst You mpd do neb menbion You. Pub wherever You
are and whalever YU erees.. the dend apesk b0 Youesss We have seen Your
power, Your grent swe, but Your rihﬁiﬁm@ﬁ%@ﬁ we have nob He@Bes vy where
is Your Nﬁﬁmﬁwmﬁﬁ?“m The storn el lightning arash fmggmmmm .
slnosh shuking the foundétions of the ‘mﬁ’mﬁ?ﬁ% us everyone falls benaath
it exoopt the student. In his ‘3%& ganthing atback on hewven, the student
erien oub, "is this not Your one mnd snly snswerl..s. They are now cofe
pletely smuifed oub and silenced «= bub sre You right? He then falls e
W@Mnm N

Complete blachness covers everyihing, bugh glowly the ii@rh@_
seaming to g&:@wmy paradise. Cholrs of sngels ging, ﬁ%matam hm‘ endédy



the final "’xi%@m%m hug been oweroome, w:gta ko the wesry.® Baghel sppesrs
a8 o ouesn In royel gerd seving, "what sm §, belng = glmple wemen, thet 1

should probe?ysss 18 not His word s pledge Lo melese. Support me, O Lord,
snd forgive :ﬁmﬁ%mﬁg muthes, w1?

%ﬁm@% the nedius of Revhel and the wmgels, Cshan geamy to fmply
an anewer 4o the Injustice of suffering. The words of Ood are & pledge

to the Living, =

W pfter death, nents suffering will be made up to him.
The charesters howr, see, sad lloten to thirgs they cannot belisves sueh
beguby, such sevendty, such purity. Rushel vosbinues ag Coban wribtes
for her o negnifioent speech, one thet olesply obetes s belief thet in
spite of everything, the nstion goes oo and Lhet the demth of the zm‘%w
wag not in valn.
You who bave suffered begeuse of the sing of the past
You will beoowe s fountaln of sbresgih and purity sod
8 tew splendor, s splandor of holinoss to your
sihd Ldren. -
Se the matlon will live throwgh all the eternal
violssitudes end still be ene
e gensrations are resporngible for one smother.®V

The old mon dellghte in persdies. Through him, Cohusn underlines the

theeds thot even B
enjoy howvenly blise snd Qm; hope to the fubare.

engh wen dbeg, desth is en enbey to ebernel Uife. They

Hew wenderdul sve the wayn of the Creator.

Hew silly i men to think his 1ife cunsiebs only
of & gmww of some years oo evrihe

ALl of 1ife is ong Llewling viver in which death ls
& park of 1ifetd

The chodr of sngels completes the mgz%m%

Happy §8 the men who vedeens hingelf st denth

And sgpealally If he puys the price with his blood,

In ong hour he lives hig Life complotely ,

And In wme hour he scoulres his worid.

A wae does nob dle, ub his goul soure wpward, and
together with the sters hovers over the face of




the warth,
In am@w to Maﬁm up the mmh s gnrieh I%,
Angd than mﬁg&m with all tree Life $i11 hm end
of Mm* 4 ' ,
m@ a@%ﬁm% duey nobt wm vriergtand o gﬁw im Hig flantee cone
vinges him thab w‘?&mﬁ they nm m*mmﬁ sbout on earth, flying bodiless,
aiving xﬁgmﬁ thay oen do now. ﬁ@ is n marky

Hothor Reshel addg, "whether or not you widerstend the path of the star,

m@ sagured of paredion.

the shar mﬁmﬁm@lmﬁm moves on ike pebh and doss mot waver.® The chole
of angels finlshes, "he storm hes sbeted, the lest rebelllon hes been
deiven augy »» redenpbion to the hublegedd

TOUARD THE MESSIAH
A young myatle stands In o forest yesrning epd weiting for the
messlshe Hs is soon jolned by two othersi s penitent who knows that theve

is no hope for men without a,mmiaﬁ, und » hidden saint (one of thirkys

#ix, & lem ‘;‘? who has searched every apener of the earth fox the

messial ,

The wystle, maworted by s tves and with vyes halfecloged, @zmmﬁmﬁ _
that "ol all wenty thicking, perhape ome dn o thousand will undergbend
the sewret Of the henvenly ephesos, fzm %mim is mmﬁﬁ«ﬂ% The hiddan
guint hay loohed for the mesgleh bo be & ﬁ%@%mtmmm, afflioted mon gibs
ting mmong begoars ob the pated of the ciby of Reme, bindirg and unbindlng

a wound { ,ﬁé% pe w rabbinde tradition dictabes). He did mot find him,

The penitent exwsiaing, "perhaps he ig met bern yots w3 To this the hf;%é?zi%m
saint retorts, “de not say such a thing, Is it not written that If he
torries, wait For his coming? | This mesns he axiste and ls prepared to
fmpede the wd&m&tiﬁmﬁ% The

come pb may woeenb, but we in our sinp



penitont ashs how people mre to clesnse themselves in order to hursy his
sonngs The hidden smint answers, “we must dirsot our hemsts to him, our
thoughte snd soblons Loty ees he will come from wg.® 'im mystio, off to
a wide, udde, "we must still pray to God for en ﬁswm@am&:sm time 727 he
w&imm,@m we asguns left his people snd ceme %mmk})f mfsa bhat man
ganrot hring ﬁi&# ;a&l%m and that #*for everything there must be divine
arace."  The hidden saint sgreey bub ,m:%ﬁ $het the "moceptable bime is

our hopes tovard the

the readinsss o shrengthen our deslres an
?&d@ﬁm%ﬂgﬁﬁ .
A eoepany of begoevs guddenly sppenvs, each with his atef? sad

mmmﬁm n men whose heuge heg been burned, a bllod sen holding on to &
hmmimmﬂg & lame wan with his erubeh, en m weman fortune-teller, and

n ﬁ%&%:@%ﬁ%&? wify ﬁ@mﬁ%m the hand of her sin yeor old ehild, ﬁwm@mﬂm
the ﬁiﬁ&%ﬁt&ﬁm mhoub the messiuh, the begowrs becone excited wbout his
soming. Bsch one seus the mepgiah as sppesring o cure his own ills.
R@m@i@- to thalr welfish remsone, the hidden saint reslizen the measieh

axpected to come from awong these m;;:a&mﬁ? Wet only ds they

canret b
degire sn fomedisbe yeotificstlon of thelr plicht, bub they want meres
% hm%w@mw gtone house and frult trees; & hendful of dismonds, 8 milehe
oow und chichen csops, benutiful carvispes and pockets full of gold and
siiver rings« fnd the blind mon adds to the hunchback, "so you can sbesl
everything whish belongs to me,»30 |

The hidden galnt can tolermte this disswssion no longer snd begs the
penitent to balk with them, The penitest e mm to the beggers thet the
to all Israel and then bo Individuals. " isten

to the weheienes of the storm, the gromn of the trees.... Are you nob

nessloh will come Eirat




Jews? Dontt you feel the sorzow of the peopls which g your sorrew wg
.m».s;ww% e
way for the messish. Even though the storm worsens, they deolare it shall
not’ sbop them. "the light of our hope sleme will be the lipght for our
path, »37 | .

The group sonbinues through en wrelenting tempest. The begpers
sun tolerste it ne Jonger mad blame the hidden shint and the pentient

they snswer dn the affirmetlve, aswuring him they will go meke

for keeping then vub in such weather while they could heve vesohed »
restingeplace In bl olty snd heve hod & glae
boness ® The sboms subgldes but lemves & pitoh black darkness hehind,

g of wing o warn thelr

The beggues spread themselwes oub on the grousd end sleep. The hidden

sulnt, swpelng thab the begpers have no strength even to hope, prays to

God that We, knowlng thelr plight, quickly send the messiah,”’ The pente
tent, though fesling he hes 1ittle right to ash snything from God, pleeds
that he just hess the footsteps of the messish or cven he brampled by him,
The mysble thanks
permittad hin b6 see the secvets of hemvens Bub, he contlowes, “one more

Gud for teving Drvigoeebed his spirvit end for havinsg

bit of grace give Yo wey, O Gods  Albew me B0 see with sy own eyves, before
I dle, the fece of the mesaish who ls coming bo vedeen the world and bo
redeen the people of Tarael from all its trobles.n3% Both the hidden
guint and the pavibent slse heve hecone wenry, the one due to hig wandess
ings end the other due to his wenses. How they sre mll mwleep.

guddenly volees herald the voslng of the nesslsh snd he appemcs
bound in gelden ohming ssyinge | -

toloes have pulled &ﬁ me, wesh lemglng volees

From the Trogenness of wy hosry sednesg bhey have
winhaned vey '
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Shall this handful of poor people recelve we,
Will those showben hands mm oy mmw
- Dwesmers; feeble, lume, torn of men
They have no omore gphrit wvithin then o rebel ww
Oy, they have surely forgobten freedom,
Wﬁ%@ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ nre they who seel wy help
wrk oo that pecheps T oan nove mfmmm%
%m heys
T know how to brenk the fettory M @ Emm el led
peopde but my oun chalng D vennob brewk.
Hor wen T vedeenm myself, they s, mﬁ@m e fimh
How will the people be stvong withoub redespbion?
Anet how W é%i thay mmﬁi wm@m}m ﬁﬁsﬁmm ‘belng
a%zgg?

what o lamenteble paradow It st The messleh cennot redeen his a

until they sedsen him |
% elimex of the play hes baen resghed.  The mesaish hes wbeted

nobers did not hear him. Now

opie

the problem, snd the fromy 1% that the cha
thay swehe, In his sleep the hldden salob had ewperienced a taste of
paradisey the penlbent had seen 8 heswenby Lights the myetic hud pesefved
the shedew of the messish. It ls the young bey, however, who actually
‘baheld his. the mystle very pelgnently ewclalms, “the neselsh wns here
a0t we were sleeping,"37 They ask the bay how the maselsh losked. The
boy deseribes hin s conpletaly bedecked with light end surrounded by
Lighte Mewr inberesmbing it lg thab the intellicent end sincere seshers of
a syrbol of

the nessisl beheld It o glinpse of him, while bhe young bay,
the hope thab fu -
to behold hin in bis splendor. _

The hidden selnt snd the penitent decide thub since the messiah
pragently revesled hingelf, he would surely come sgaln soon, 3 They must
aonbinge seshing him. The others refuse o be disbwbed. The boy asle

pre generetiong will ses e vedemption, iz the tnly one

his mobher for some broad to eeb, and one op tup of the others chime In

with the geme desire. fApmin the hidden gaink greve lmputlent. A plecs



1 .

of brewd mmﬁ go lurge, o vesting place for the wesry 1o so fmportand
e ol can you expent from these poor peplaTaee The redempbion will
not begdn with theme They will nob go oub S0 greet the meavish. We bow
gethey will on week Mm% The penitest ssks, Whe will go flret?® The
angwey {8 Tanyone whose heart beskens him, who sen forget his own gelfish
words, who will sot be afraid of hunger or esk for vest, but will go
wherevey his bopet cumsnde hinY 88 fur an 4w boy 16 conserned, "he
will nover forpet he s the face of th weeEietes Perhups he will

4 -g;;»ﬂ-ﬂgm

fumed Lataly merit being one of hmm
The hidden snint and the mﬁ%m mo thalr o ways seeking the

megsiah and will meot someday ab sn sporopriede time. The sysble vemsing "
hi

where ke fg waiting for divine grase bo revesi the meseiah,”" ‘olees ten
beaken 4o %l% mydtic, volves of the Fatheys who algo have waited for the
mepsieds 16 i time for the mystic b dies He vefuses to do eo before

“ seaing the messleh. The velces enower that they too wenbed to see him,
but by now they heve lesened two qualitdes,. patience and humility. The
lomen the seconds Az fur se

nyatic has lesrned the flrst and wust nov
the by i8 conserned, the messish does smeblunes revenl himself to 1ibtle
children, bub ag they get older ib will se
drenm, snd they with all Isvael, wll the world, snd wll gencrstlons will
grieves Cohnn, thwough the voloes of the past, erwnclabes his belief timt
dle before

am wady ks s vigion in n

avery genezntlon weits and hxz and ®iihe the Tlame of n opn
it dles; opers the lerge bright eye mope then ever before mnd Lights up
the world.* fnd Cehan contiraws, "hepgy §¢ the people which directs ite

death, they comblmse to lve by 1t forever,™?

toward fim, for on that roud every kurden fs lightened; and even in
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THE THIAD O

in Jeslgh Libersdure, b Is alffiswld to find 2 man wore prasdonabe
in iz love for Ysvasl than Levi Yitahak of Berditehev. Ramm in Hesidlo
lore ws bhe Mlever of Tsrsel” and ns the man who repestedly challenged God
to justify Taveslvs sontinued suffering, the flgure of Levi Yitzhak is
uged by Caben 1o Dirbhes
Inge

vobe the perploning question of Ierselts sufferw
The ployr i part s beged upon the sbory velated ln the Widragh of
the Ten Marbyrss The don ere fesous Tuwdn who were condemned by the
Romeng do torbure and desth Toy propegebilsg the study of Tersh. Rabbi
Tohmael %%w High Priest sscended to howwn e lenrn 17 the senbenoe wus

igsued by dod or the Emparer Hedrisnm. In heaven, he sees an alber olose

bo the Theore of Gloxy and Is toldd by the sechumgel Gabricl thet "the

gouls of the richbeous are smorifived on it dally® by the srohmngel Wicheel.
Rebhi fehmael reburng te enrth and mmﬁ hie oollespues thelr f&m s

baen W%"@ﬁ;%g fgsued snd gealed, and they oust resipn theaselves to paorie
fielal desih.

Rebban Sineon ben domallel wee the floet be dle. Rabbi lstwsel wes
go moved 8 b0 ory oub to God & loud mnd bliber rys Y bongue thab has
interpreted Torsh in seventy Longues now woldows in the dusti®™  Then Rakbi
Tshmeel himeels wenb to the bovbure. Aw the
hig faoe, b vessined sllents Then the execublener reached hile faxehend
whare the phylsobery rested. Rebbl Istwmsl could nob ncoept the de
tion of Torsh (verses of Soripbure writben tnslde the phy taubery ) Bnd

ghedn way slovly deswm nff

R e

sried out o sesond blme. The Throns of Glery shosk and the angels sround

mongtrated with Gods "Iz guch 8 gelint, %o whos You have shown the
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apeteries of the lower, to suffer

tresoures of the wper world and the
upnebural death e bhe hends of an evildoer?  Ig this the rewesd of sacred
seholavship? After hmlfhenrted awmﬁm By God bo vindicete the crueld
wet, & hewvenly voles weg hesed, IF T hear movbher sound, I shell reduce
the universe to primevel chuog.® Bubbl fehmsel K‘ﬁﬁiﬂ?ﬁkﬁ%@iﬂhﬁ

hen beglos the play, setting Ib on the eve of the Winth of Av. 1%

s the ensdversury of the desbruction of the flret Jewish compenvenlth

and, by wnslogy, the mymbol of Jewlsh weile and degredation throwgh the
mpese Levi Viksheh, nt hmﬁmﬁy window, ig suddenly transformed, ne i
werny ko sng e wwii@ﬁ whirs he posen the guegtion of the day whith g
to follow %%ﬁfg‘” should Tereel, Godte chosen seople, sulfer such huedlisbion?

bewd de bowed becsuse B oreen hes long

¥ when from

ﬁw, teseh a pile of ashes from the mehes of the
m poaust of %ﬁm tanmple,

Al the Boolent hope,

& hoge of resr wﬁwgﬁmm whispers in the arberys

Ao egainl stand, b poor pastor of lest sheep,

Waltlng end hoplog x‘:w u sign to cove, B gign of
ﬁ@mﬁ{ﬁ%%ﬁfh

sres U0, T gurely welt in waln yerr after yeur

g fﬁ%ﬁm* fathers welted, the whole mszxgm‘ in
i £y

ﬁﬁm%mﬁﬁ of Wpdredy of yeurg e

Gy ™ ing be wpreobed foom thely plove oy rivers
shangs the lr ourse?

T that m h&éﬁ& gtated the problem, Levl Yitzhek refuses bo nuoept

Easge

the sudfuse snmwer of history. Thiz men of falth, howewver, Is o troubls
that he sehs the %@iﬁ;mm men hmve bodn told never to sske Tt 18 true
the prophet hag told Tsepel Jte punishuent 13 to be more than that of the

sther %&iﬁ@m @im it nlone hwa o covengmb with God. But Levl Viteheh

stion that even though Isrssl s Jinter peres osn it

raises bhe oue
be thet they have so sinned es to merit éuch punistment? Cen n fabher be
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go oruel to his children while ﬁh@:}r ourry Hig mese throughout histogy?

*’a?ﬁ&tz h%:wi %grmm s ﬁ"a:’ma el B lund, from nation
bty el lon
ﬁw& have sonsumed v in Sive oo weker snd thrown
us before wild beasts of men.
Y2 It possible for w fother o chestise his childwen
wnd npver forglve m&iw ginpe

He cmrring the arpuwnt MMMra The teves of the covenant apre
gpeiled oub in the Torsh. Bub, sroves Levi Yibtshak in effect the Jew is
told the Torsh Is w210 no)h and he lnows thet the world wes not
oreated to be dheobic bub rether to be Mved in. 1€ the purpose of Torgh
is to bulld & world sevording to Godis WELL mnd the desire of man®s hewrt

(if they sre to be odeworkers), hov can men evoomplieh 1t eseling that the
werld 1 foreed o¥F fros hin? In 6 overy woving stebement, Levi Yitohek
aoysl

saps Vo hovs commanded ugs
'ﬁ?%m ‘wﬁm Lhe ﬂsm’ztmﬁﬁm awd the forlom,

w&% ts ilke Your pecple :EWM&& 5 @mﬁ@ﬁﬁm amz:é
- parsedubed retlon, left to sulfer in the world,

How ie it that ) fou do nob have plty on them nor

- hend thelr oslunity?

e ﬁﬁﬁﬁw heve it in VYouwr power o hend snd o

%&sﬂﬂ

Reschlng & ollmen of enoblon, Levi ¥itehsk culls God to triel. Aftey
wll, the only feith wen cen hove 18 thed the walues he vherishes, Ood
oherlishes as wells And slnoe there should be bub one panney of lew Sor

God and mas, the rabbl accupes Him of bedng & Jeslous end vengedul Ged

sulely on Israel mﬁ a meroiful snd compessimmbe God on evaxyorne elve.
Lavi Yitshok then turns o the heroes of the peet for thelr testimony
y they did nobhing te owll @ halt Lo this cternel suffors

inge Juooh who wresbled with the deity unl preveiled, Meses to whom the

Blgo to feuulire wh
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tablety Mf the Law were given and who gould sbute the anger of the ﬁi@ﬂigﬁwg
heched snd Jevenish, all the grost hovees sould bhave rim@x o %mm@ﬁ .
| T Rasid naxt %m*m to every Jew who has awmaﬁ the Insult and
tte injusy of his peeple from every corner of the enrth to help hin by
saising thelr wiee in so loud o protest thab the path of the h@&waw
‘bodies could be s;sﬁmmwm %mv nngwer that m’m‘ e 1o moze ahmmﬁm
to plesds The old people sy that they hid whtered enough vhen they arled
X.Ic‘)/?-' ;g»m 88 they wers wirdered, The women who Saved themselves from
mgsﬁ by mmmm e wibinate ﬁwrme&w falt they umwiw had done. annughs
the iithie children asn do bhey were kllled before they
sould wilerstend the mw of 115048 Lavi vitehek then hopes that perw
hepa this ‘A@m&& allence of the commen folk will foree the hmfi af the
Almightys Bub Sumanl bhe ﬂW&h & wybol of M% the subenic foes of
Taroels %ﬁ&%ﬁ%{hﬁ moialnglys ® it N png, {% wm only be the ﬂmmm
of ghosts safronbing the ellence of hesven,st?

Lavk Vibahak %:m;ém to movept this conslusion and ao he turns for
some hind of rebuttal to the Ten Marbyrs. The snsvers they glive are the
tm‘mi Hebben Simeon ben Gunilcl suys that ﬁ%im&.‘m wag the
Heed, he wast be bearing (L¢)) the ains of his people. Rebbi Akiba
affims _ tthe Rosk Hig worl S perfect," and thet he musk
have suffeved for the ervore of his youlhs Reldd HManine ben Tevsdyen
a@eﬁ% in belng conpumed with hin Tomh. When vengesnce will be

nothing . singg

il prmE.

finds oo
talten for the Torsh, 16 will be taken for hin #s well, Rabbi Ishmeel the
High Priest writhed in pain only when the Tiwees hit the place of the

ool Bk L with W*a Neme in ib. He oried wee and all 't:;h% hesvensg
shook, He erled mm& and the foundsbiony of the unlverse shook, A |
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heavenly voloe ther warned him that with u thisd cry of angulsh. the world
would revert be its prinordial state,”” |

Lavi ?iﬁﬁ%&mﬁ«; cpnnot sooept Sampeliy ﬁiﬁfa:im&%ﬁw of indifference nov
gon he povend o @mﬁ%iw of blind wniting and suffering with stole ¢l
And so with all the daring he can muster, the ryebbi werme heaven thet he
himgelf will whber the third ory Qﬁ%&ﬁﬁ%iﬁ% pedemption does not come,

e People of Terssl; central to the conbinuetion of humenity and the

universs, %ohmll net plve wp the right anymoss to Liwe in the world bessuse
M fbe love fov e wmwﬁi At this stiveing woment, the angels en high

wh have beos silent snd the souls of e righbesus who wores hushed

finally spesk up in o lest diteh effort to ssve the universe.

hds 1y the punishment of 2 huwen badng whe
triehed only in his resason, ,
And ﬁ#gagimﬁ to Junp even pest his capaoity.

The souls of the righteows cry oub In despairs

H@gﬁz %éz todled for nought wil the dayw of ou

: ¢

Have Wﬁhﬁmﬁ o souly to hewwen In waind
Ava wtl our secrifices se nobhleg, "
Shall mow suddenly the world be destesy 8

The souls of the pighteous, Interceding on belmif of menbind, plend that
ted send healfng o the redbl. And, in the forn of three srchengels, |
Z‘mﬂ‘% Michsel, and Gebriel, Iéam cones o hime |
- Hew do they fnstrwet hin? Rephael
of oll un Levi Yitehal's head. The rekbl opans his eyes and gees o new
world, Gesbrisl insbrusts m@%m 18 grest bo trust in God, who 12 Alde
Powerfuly %ﬁ”zﬁ will return your cepbivity.” Nidheel stands holding o

ury un few drops from his vinl

SBefer Tovsh and exolnime that uil of Ute 18 hope® mad "the Toreh is o

way of Lifes® OFf course Nichael {o pale mad worn beosuse he hes suffersd
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exile nlong with Wis Wbpﬁm He saye thab the Jevs must trust God sven
though His m%w wre immmﬁzﬁmﬁ, mnd thab bhe Torah mekes Mv&m eug lor
insg ﬁﬁ&“f‘wﬁm WO é;»:w’B smﬁ in n finel izmmﬁmwﬁ %W@m}h, ?@immi
mxwm&w Calunty mxmm:

%?wm '%’*%sssz &?@my é&i‘«mﬁw of dewth meﬁﬁm the Juti w%x@m hig whols
world dmbens . and he loses hig wiy o §5 Bhe oarth hee caggmﬁ before him,

he sbendy sd taene his mm to God In %&W@@m i @m _ & ¢P' 8 fh
sy wfber penbury s b 8810 Knddish. Dy after

for wvagy Jow we o

day he suys Keddish, out of his anolent
asters me wolls And when the cobeolysm hite Sike the tempest, this prayer
rives on high ke o seaving fleses It ¢ hosed m # ery of love, the love
of the fuithiul »» which cannot be revevsed, and will never vesken., The
ting of heaven will be ssorched by the searing flame, and the song of the
sevaphin (the Liery mgai&) will mm befiwe the power of the ory.

destruobion; s his recend dige

Toe Huddieh nelody s heerd end besones Stronger me the sexton,
hnoching o thé study door, calls Levi Vitehel 1o the Lomentations. With
gyes agley wnd with lngplration and devobion, the rebbi mﬁg@@m LA I30p’
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CHAPTER TUO

be Wajor dnswers of Tradition for Guffering

The Jerlsh tredibion ts « traditlog of partisl ansvers. Theve are
no aammmmm mﬁ nenolithie attitudes Yo the gmmm of theodioy.
There 10 mw@ﬁ and sometines contendivtery oublooks held inm Jewish
literabure. One cen, however, discern a gg@m&mi; iine in sngwering this
wre of Jewish tradition

most perplexing peblen. By end large, the o
have baen in temmg of the mtion and nob in tems of the tndividual,
stm . -

On the whals, the atbitude of the Bible steesses the belief that
guffering or Juv sstete fo o resulh of sin. Prosperity Is wﬁeﬁamg‘ ﬁsﬁ*
z*ig;hw@m&%&m and vice verse. Rabbinie %ﬁwﬁmgyﬂ Mgﬁwm alge held
Umengyre for mensure," thowgh 1t was quiek to dd that Godts rpunibive
Justice was tempered by Wiz love 3 M& poaltion had been atbachked by
the Book of Jub g prebing the question

U8 1 233 , the just maen
to suffer and bhe wicked prospey.

of "sulferings of grace®” Lo @
Rav Hus deelared, %in whom God delighbs, Me crushes with suf for fag .18

bhie, o responge to Jobts peoblen, wlso ﬁ@wimsﬁ the nobion

seount for the mlafortunss of the rightecus,

To further cenpengabe for this suffering, the rabbls crested an egehabols
ogys The dectrines of lmmortality s woridetimcons » megsinh and resure
raction loom lerge la Jowish tradiblos,srd individusl salvetion io indige
golubly Linked with the selvetion of th

of Job, therefove, is snsvered on 8 nabionel level and not on a personsi

- paeple o v whole.> The guastion

POE »
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OLAM HARA

In the Bible, It seoms theb deabh f8 mob an evil In fbself, awpept
if 1t dome premaburalys  After demth, m cerbale type of sxistenve cone
timed in Sheol anl the desd were congi "1“ wod b possens certain powers of
senminiostion with the living. In the Talwsl, the dootrine of lecortuliby
wnd werldsboscoms tad two different mestlngs. Ong opinion held that
wor ldebomcome mosnt the ebernal wordd of the splrit for the soul efter
desth, Anobhur oplafon stated that the whole persomslity had sn affere
ife, In this o ]
inplied on nosmsion by mﬁmmm mizﬁmﬁ%ﬁ%% nant that the righteous wopld

wetion existence in Qlus Hebe (worldeboecome), ag

be pdoreed with sxowns on Lhely hends mod vl in the ﬁlm:f of the Divim
Feanenat, Tustvn mibinis Ipontd ﬁmﬁmﬁ@ o vonvey u bellef that the

dead oprry on see comnection with the Mvirg snd teke an inberest In
el attatrss® 1o this Wﬁ?«;&”’ﬁ the sufferings of the vighbeous on earth
weuld be mede up bo them in sn afteriife,
mssTH

“The belief In Qlam Heba vas bownd wp with the notion of the coning

of the wesslsh. When the messeleh, in most cases a solon of the Houpe of
David, weuld oone, the alien yoks on Tsvel would be broken and the
ingathertng of ‘
an etherenl sge of pesde mnd prow

wordd Jowry would take pluoes The neselsh would wiher in
parity, Justloe wnd brotherly love, us
o the Dueidie dyriatys

Teranl would be regtorad to hey golden srs un
This age, by whabever neme it wes called, and however it was Inagined, wes
& stage of hman history on this earth. The mstion olung to this fafth

avan In Ibe divest ﬁ%ﬁmm‘@zﬁﬁis&% und when the worde that could happen



20

seemed to heve befallen i, the netlon believed redesption to be the séxk
act In the wordd dress.”

vindlonte bhese whe suffered for thelr belleds

When the mesaish would come to Isveel, he would

The question arose as to who the peveen of the messizh will be.
Thare 18 & tredition thet Ood crasbed the %&ﬁéi@ﬁ ah the very beglmning
of oreatlon. T prepondeennt view, however, i thet of sn esrthly
wossiah, This view suye he lesds p mfezﬁm iife snd then steps forth
suddenlys He lo born bub not yeb revenied el be mey be found living in
of

conoeplnent saong begoers ab the gobes of Bome
The Wﬁ%&m gs bo when he will gtme nlge hae diverse snpwors,. One

- wnswer ghstes that when the Jewlsh People swhes ftself worthy to reseive

him, he will cemes It s sin which deluys the inaugurstion of the polden
ages Aupther snswer saye flatly thet myal bl deondence of religion and
morale yeaches its lowest point, divine Interwention In the person of
the mesyieh will be necessary,”
RESURRECTION , |
Beglusdng with Book of Dendel, wal besoming buslc to pheriselic | ‘
Judnisg ﬁﬁ% the dootring of regurrecbion. Thiy would evour, togelher with | :
Judgment Day, eb the end of the mesplenie erss The desd; regardless -rzxﬁ".'
whare wl I‘ﬁm thay were buried, will rell from m@z fr graves bowsrd the
Wew Jesusslanm snd be resurvected in body to life aternal. Aoother view
holds thut ﬁ*@ﬁm’f%ﬁ@ﬁ% will take place siley :a tarrible logt wer bubwesn
Gog mﬁ HMegng, slomiling the sdvent of the wmeawish, either Messiah ben
David or Meeginh ben Jogeph.
QTHER ANSWERS

;‘%m addition to the clussle estlwtological answers, there are other
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imoleted ones which Jewigh teadition hag given, rupeated, and underiined,
%Myxﬂm has been forwardsd ve an &nﬁww 0 mﬁfﬁ‘aﬂm on behalf of the
nation.? Then oo, there are citations thst Yorsh can have prophylast le
pover ngadnat Buffering, 10 The Merit of the Pethers ( 4-)\12/; >3 3

DB ng& bo secure gkmémmm and selvstion for thelr ziaammdmmg Bhoigh
there seens bo be n aonbroversy e to when this kind of help ceases in
Jewigh Mmmm Another traditlon holds that children are a surety for
the fubre and often sailad "the messishs of mankind, ™2 And flnadly,
there s the clessic simile wsed by Judsh Helevi In comparing the Jewish
People to the hwuman heart. Vhen there I8 Joy In the werld, the mm
pnps with vﬂ@%; full of hegplmwes, HUb vhen there i pain end sadowss,
the heerk feels ik flvet wyl, belng most seauitive, suffers the mogt,
A% long Be there iﬁ meEnity, the Jewish People will be fte heart.sd

The sbove ens
workings of Goeds Ultlmmbely, howewsy, the belleving Jew knew thet if his

gre for Jewish suffering wre m@m@m ms anplain the

remson gould nob sabiafy the lngulry, his faith in Godts ju&mm woigdd
garry hin theough 1ife srd bayonds The verse ‘_ QAN 2130, the Roek His
ronewy, chapter 32, verse

work i perfect, firat found {n the Book of Deuk

Ly has beon resited down to our own time ab the grave as the irst verse

inthe |39 D133, the Justification of the decrae. D
These, in wffent, nre the prepondersnt Jewlsh stbitudes towsrd the

sulfering of the righteous. Yaskov mnm probey these atbitudes ln the

three pluye, socepbing some In part, wﬁéﬁa’%m sthers, and adding his oun
in endenvoring to ©ind woother pavtial spawer for hig tise.
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B How Czhen Uses the Traditdonsl Answers

Tn urlting the three pleye, Veashkuv Cehen mikes we of the mujor
traditionnl Jewlish rsg%mw&w gurrounding the problem of Ierselts guffering.
In the sadn, Cehen iy more concerned with the nat mﬁ. aod d {scussen the |
Individusl omly insofer ss his destiny i lioked with tzh&;ﬁ@i‘ the Jewigh
Pgople. Coband afi aharaeters therefore, are steveotypes and show little
golor or depbh of pereonality. On the whole; such stends for o purbiouley
view or expeesses o tyaditionsl tdes elther in hermony or in discord, pete
ting wp the cllmme for the playwright's momwors. Bub more luportant,
Cuhan sbrunsles with ﬁh@z snsvers and yessons oft hig chmracters In aroat ing
gome moders rellsfous snewer to the problemy of Jewish existense. 1B will
be the purpoge of this seotlon ¢o dencnsboste the exbent to whioh Cahen
waken use of the braditionnl views in bvesting the theme of suffering.

I |

-m scknovladoes the bLraditionsl rensons Jor suffore

In the plays,
tngs "Sin delays the vedemption," seys the hidden saint to the penitent
In Towurds the Meseish. 't The old sexbon Justiftes suffering to the
student in The Markyrs, but 1y quick bo 0dd that Cod does show mercy to his
ehildren and will not give them move than they ann bears'® 1t ta, hovever,
in The Third Cry thet Caban stéacke this Jutiflcstion through the words
of Levi Yitghok. The subbl ories out pidgnanbly to the effect thut Godde

snger hug nob sbated, Can Torael have sioned 80 much that 14 suffers w0

horribly for mwmﬁéﬁ'm hundred yomrs?
HEART OF THE WATIONS |
The author explores snother snswers that Teresl suffers becwuse 1f
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Is the heart of menkind. In The Martyrs snd in Toward the Messish,
“this anaver t¢ move or less implied radlwr than scbuslly stated. In
the former; the sbudent who defieg hesven Is mnswerad by the mawm
of the foundatisn of earth, implying that to deny purpose to Jewlsh -
gxigtenge {8 m* digrupt ‘m@ univeras Ry In tﬁw latter, the whole queyw
tion of tﬁa"m%ﬁm goming to Isreel io bound up with the salwetion of
the worlds The penitent says to the beggars that the messiah will firet
come to the Jews and then to the whole world. ® 1n The Tnird Cry, howe

ever, the poink i tlesrly mede when Lavi Yitzhek refuses to be silenced.
In effect he sngrily states that Ieveel will not give up its place In
the world because of »im love mﬁ the wemm dnd if by hig oxy, the cry
of o plove snd devoted Jew, onn destroy ﬁl% univerge, then it mey he
soncluded thot Israsl is the heert of the pab fons.t?
TORMH |

Is there & way for Israel to suffer with dignity and not be samffed
put? We have slresdy seen that Judsism ferwards a positive snewsr to
the quastion. Tradition tells us theb Torsh has prophylsetic powesr, and
therefore ; Cuhun ﬁawmmw this avenue, Buch & direst angwer cannot,

however, be fourd in Tounrd the Megslish. Vhat is lmportant, though, is

if we tmke Torsh Bo mesn the whole of ﬁmmﬁ iitersture and tredition,
then it becomes the beels for the play. Torsh tells up the messish wiil
come and where he may be ﬁ'mméi.m The hifzicm; grint has wade use of V%w
informetion wnd, though temporarlily frustirabed, continues his semrch,

In The Murtyrs, Cohen asks how the Tordh cen be of help seeing that the

old gexton could not even save ite pages foom ruin?t  1n The Third Ly,

Lavl Yitashek seems to deny any value bo Tergh ginpe the Jewg have baeen
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stoned and butchersd because of itzwm‘? Fbhi Hening ben Teradyon sufe
ferad & holoosust with 16,23
ZEEHUT AW

What shout the merit of the Futhers? Can-—/ak /55 have & nitie

gebing effect? The objection Cohan ralses do this view s manifost
blatantly in buth The Wertyrs and in The Third Cry. 1Tn the first ine

- gtanne, Mother Ruehel tries to he ip her children by pleading in & lowd

sllense hefore kh@ Hpavenly Throne. %&e& repelves no sogwer. The Fathery,
howevar, do no pleading st mll but eit by wble to socept eny diving dee
@mﬁz.@’* In the second Instance, Lavi Yitehok despuive bearuse the _
- Fethars zmﬁt?%iz merit wre ispotent fo belp. They do not sven reseb Lo
s plen. o> 7
OLAM HABA
fside from answers glven for suffering end for sld in living with
it, trodition aleo hwe eschetology. In thiv wey, suffering not dus to
gin, wod ellnirs which in instances give ne halp, osn be rectified.
Cehin probes this snswer especlelly in @f&@;ﬁ Ihe ‘%@m o8, The therate
tory ?:Qmam thelr lot, resounting how esdh @?Em‘i,iin"tw m@ﬁt POGEOE
When the student unlenghes his glaring wbbnok on Q@ﬂ*a Juatfee, the
anmwer comes in the form of n batebol, ‘?ﬁfm pre mmyw.ﬂ% The ghatee
ters stepd In amesement for they cannoh beliswve the holy death of murtysre
dom appiies to thewm, seelng that In 118 they were not saints. In one |
wry o anpther they refuse Lo socept thiz snower ns » 5_:13%3”&::%&:;: for
depth. Eash wents Lo mmwmm 1ife rather than m::wb ~death with sartyre
dom ned masured fomortality. a1 |
MESSTAN

Another eschabologlosl answer is found in the form of wessiam
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gither divine intezvention in history in combination with man's readis
ness, or the other switeh In enphesis, mmﬂﬁwadim% with Godva prece.
The play Joward the Messiah deels with thie enswer. The three maein

churnoters express the two sides of the coin. The hidden seint says
28

the mmmmh will come when man I8 resdy to produse him. The mystic
guietly sdda that he will come when CGod %&’Mﬁ’ﬁﬁﬁ 1.7 e penitent
straddles bobh sides.® And in oither cuse, the tragedy s that when
the nessish does revesl himself, neither sida ls swake to ses him,>)
Cahen {ntroduces, in sddition, the slament of personal suffering as
gepurate problem from the selalge of the nmaution. m@-,mﬁmm undere
stand the messlah a¢ coming to cure thelr cwn selflsh il&ﬁa’% They
give Lip service to lovking for him bub becwuse of thele downtrodden,
degbitute situstion, they quickly g}iwm@w% |
RESIGNATION

e ulbinete sy of falth is  / m _P»’%?/J’ ) o Cehan digcusses

this verse with sueh ardent pession that Rebbl fhibe sctuslly proclaimg -
the words to Levi Yitzhak.?' ALL the questloning, sll the pondering,
all of manta efforts to explaln ultimabely veturn te the words of
Deuterenony, The old mmmm in effoct, ropents hhea geme wroument.,

arf God hed mﬁ& been ow mi‘ww, how much worse 1t would hwve h@%.”w

The mystic, by walting for __[)¥ Son impiies semplete m@igmﬁi@&m%
In ench play. the protamguniet izgwmﬁim@ and crosg-sxamines the verse for
some merit, Levi Yitzhek caarot it guistly by, The hidden saint must
eonting Lo look si‘%x*'.‘thav mesaish, The sbtudent even denles there ls v .
Just God, let wlone His work being perfest.
SUMMARY . |

| Gehen knows the btradition @m and 18 very positive towsmrds It He
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mer gliven for suffering.

varefully songlders svery slde of avery sn
He pregents themg he oritiolzes thewms he regbupes them. Crhon, houever,

paver dlegussey regurrection, for it _.-@éam he dows nob belleve in ib.
Abowe gily; he {8 the teaditional Jow, & believer stho questions; an arw

blst whe fnkellechusiizes, n iiveral vhe o mmm*
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Cobants Answers for Jewish Suffering

T mops fully understand Jewish existence vis s vis suffering smd
degradation, Yankov Cahen raises two dualsglded problems. In one, the
_ Mﬁ.%ﬁs& #f heaven B the plight of mm&i ity aontrested by the complete
reslgnablon of fsresl to ibs fete. In the other; there iy e kind of
overveaning pride of wenting Immedinte wngwers mnd pets tegether with
ite comploming of bunility in socepbing w&m sannnt bs understood. The
protagonists, ﬁ@ %%mﬁw-@ﬂa% moouge hemven of allence. 11 there ls w
God whe webs Juebly snd with merey, bow in I6 Wt He doss not manifest
these qualities in Jewish history? And If on the other hend we are told
Be works %in Hip m@m&wﬁm@ ways,” how con hueen belngs, resigned bo
then, be- @m%ﬁw be crembte n better world?) *i?wma ure the @w%tmﬁm
plaguing 4’:‘;? 15 ko uhioh he addresses hingelf in the plays. |
SILENCE CF MEAVEN |
| Ve are told by tradition that redempbion will come,  dfy Jerdn/ .
a';' ;43& ¥e are told thet God is neraiful mnd compagsionate  JLip -
PInay s e wre told thet becmwse of our sine we wers cxlled, o

w il

gy thot redenption lmmedistely come, or sslhs why evil lo view

‘klp « But no mstter vho demands to hnow when puffering will
end o8 prs
torious in bhe world, the answer of hewven lg gilence. Mother Rachel

prostrates hergelf before the Throne of Glory, and Gabriel sddw, "o
snsver cumetod Af r gach martyr tells his sbory of denth, the student
adds, "ard God dig- et bring down His Lghtning on thelr hoads,"® The

gtaddent %ﬁm’amﬁaw wlariines the problen by seying, in effect, that God

i3 not pahed Lo a%ng what He has not promiseds He must answer and ok elpe
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why belfeve In & Ood who ls sl imﬁ; Compurs the stutements of tLhe NoDe
belleving sbudent with that of the dewids bellever Levi Yitehak. Tha

| Hesidie vabbi mﬁ@@mﬂm, gt 1 wait id valn your nfter ymm“ﬁ W{Mﬁﬁ;@
You hwre 16 In Tour powsy to heal smd to savaih  Thers is, howsver, ag
angwer whidh comes to bobh frow heaver. ‘The snswer is Power us was the
sngwer In Jobe The gtudent, snarting wuler m@' wifects of lightning
and thmmm aries oub, tyip have Mwm%ﬁ* seen Your wmm bt what we
want b S0e now m Youy rig&t@m@m&zm mwi Vibuhik, mmm ing demnke
jese ay the foundublions of wnrth ahake Wiﬁ%&mﬁaw » "hub T will shelek
the thid ay ol Burn all [ primprdinl ﬁ&aﬁav@s&;ﬁﬁ There v silence thut
cones Lo tha hidden %im&ﬁ Tor he hag ot found the 0'6}(‘__:"’ . And to

despun mm -ﬁﬁﬁ:‘mﬁg the mmmz intor ooy, pevhepy he s m yab BT

Wy dosy. Cahan yaise the problem of ded balug sllest? Vhes there

e dog g ﬁmmﬂm,!m, bhan men mﬁ;w he te baling mimm
it Tikdng.  Bub when the o dy
sngwer 1y %’ii@m% 1t would mesn Oud 1o souteal, im%fmm@ nelthey &o

is %Mm% s Bud

God doss mmmg* even AF 16 I8 nob to

gosdnoy evll, or worse, thet pethaps fod has venlshed. 1L thig e go,
then the problem of the age 18 not mants &Mmem from God but Godis
alicngblon from mane ,
PRIDE OF AN |

In all these anses, qwmmmmms the me side of the guin,
that perhaps there e gilenne f‘a“em}w%ma el doss nob angver man all
e The Lrumtontion

the tlme, o maybe He dovs bagt, oan
is to be found
and 17 nob, Be onn foves Godie mm ’i‘i’w wm%%mmw e m mgﬁk ma :
They mwﬁ mmmg Lhey want an ani to mﬁ‘fwings ﬁmw wank fwmedinte

W untersban

in mente dering to belleve he must completely gresp all,
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redemphiony they went to be sssured thab evil will mot forever be vite
torious. &Mmmmmw t.h@y think they sre especislly entitled to i%,
while the heross of the past were sonbent 4o nocept Hils decrees. Hobther
?mmm e:emmwm the student, **wm i ;agwm do nod wﬁamﬁ:m@ the gmms of
m@ gbar, b conbinees on 1o wey and will not mwz* on iba Mmu%»”ﬂ

There ;& & higher destiny fog Torsel, howswr fyaught with mffwiﬁg; i

hh%?mﬁﬁ. #@W - apmnoh niunys mﬁiew%m& g gven wish Lo mm&m ik When
Lavi ﬁ%ﬁﬁmﬁ :ﬁmﬁmﬁﬁm ‘heaven with g thied arys the angels bemosn hig
"his iy the punishuent of & hunen being who trusted only s his

m@mﬁg ufid mmﬂ% o Junp even pash his @&g@aﬁiwﬁ% Hen must ook

Lot

destray his world because he €inds evil teo much to bsar. He nust lesen
to sooept thet suffering i méwn foto the flbee of me&a higtory and iﬁ
part of the vole Zersel will MW o ﬁ&ﬁﬁ”w wabll m radenpbion.  The

nystie lo caubionsd by the wwices of the past, e hove lemsned b
thinge, petiehce and humility, You huve lesened the fivst, now lemwn

the gesond, ™" Redasption will net Swﬁiﬁww some theugh 1t seens

Jewigh eulsbonde con no longer combain fteels with such suffering apd
degradation. Like the generstions of the pust

" t‘tw mﬁﬁam Jaw st wlso
walt snd besr his Lot in the complete semursnce that he will be vindicse
m’@ﬁm

SILENCE OF MAN. .

n the other hond, Cahmn does nok lewve the problem In God's hande

nlones The playwright Is most swsre of man's leziness and passivity to

hip cpwliition. Whils thers gseems to E}a sllence from henven, there ie alse

gilence from earthe What s wan dolng to fuif4il his pert in bringing
the kingdem of God to earth? The sbident %@Wmm the faok theb poots snd
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professary spenk such lofty words mbowh men which turn out to be wnpty.
ihet sre universal ethies if they do apt apply to the Jowlsh poople?
Why does mm &m@m gome to vindlombe the ghume uf the young f;ii&i;g the
Wm? of hiar people? Hew cam men sb11) ewt in pesce snd huy thelr

r gume plemgures? Cshun custis
s

wived, wid yhile ethers pre deprived of th
gukes the uyeble who is gordent ko lewwe 6 mil to Godts divine grage,
Whet I8 He dedng to allevisbe Jewish suffering? levl Yitshek despulrs
Iy anpwer of the swason people.  They seid

beeauge silence s the on
oy, 001 LhBE R et i3 But 1s it enought How
gan m@v m:.ﬁ il m‘mm sllent when bthey on inberceds In hesven en mﬁﬁ
pehnll? O lg b thet owe enjoylng labs they sre eonbent im% yomaln
presive? Rolsing the problen bo ik senith, Semeel leughs mocking iy,
wthe silence of serth matelws the pllonge of hopvens 5 Cabhan wég@mﬁs
thig ﬁ%m@%m of wan. How csn there be higtony, hope, redempblon 17
both man mnd oed mre oilent? Bub they wre mob. Levi Yitshsk, the devout

| béliever, speshs up and he oubs ANEVETE.

. As far bg the protogoniste are sondermed, the religlous iduders
and the eniighbense
tent 4o it Jdly by, Bub vhat sbout the people they lead, the mass of
Jow who have sufferad and wnllowed In sheew} Cehen finds that these
frightened and luwly can think only of themselves snd thelr privite sele
fiah poeds. They are nob intevested In the nebtion Isveel so muh on bhay

agslnilated onew, ki

¢ owanh snpwers and arve ok ot

their sen existenve, ‘The martyrs refuse Lo soceph

denth with lmmortality., They want to be vebuned to life snd femily,
Being Jewlsh conserna then only insofur as having to censtanbly 1ive

Bre

in a precurious situsbion. The bubchey weg In the prine of lifey the
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young pled sever Slfilled hereelf sy » womsng the merehsnt wanks o oww

for his wife and dhildreny the student wande to rocspbure thet love and
posy fon Lot o hirhe 15 They do nob wmﬁs the role samsigned to bhem ue
Jews. The begours wint the weesish o cude thely own {118 = pnd Ehey
want even move, lwamy snd weaith.36 Thelr eeifishness becemes allelinelus
mwﬁ wven Lo splng the complalnks of Yhe mnolent Ysreelites speinet
Moses. ihen it comes tine to go find the mossieh, the stom with Its
oold, thumder smd lightalng so wemriss Ehen thet they rebsl aglngt

thelr leaders. 7 They have logt all huge of sedemption, vhich fa benbee
% I8 no parpose to Jewish exdstense, Cahon desppize

mount to saying B
begause the begoaes are nob sble to teosvend Chelr situstion. "The
nesslah will not come from them.i8

The question of selfishness is s timeglded one, Even o8 the
markyss, the begomres, the commenefolk are selfecentered, o too sy the
leaders bt on & bigher plane. The stwlent, because ?m wag denifed B gond
and fuli 1fe with his flancee, wants an sasver.? Levl Yitshsk cen no
longer urge his people to maintaln thelr Lwust unless stme mnswer neomes.20
The hidden selnk hus been denfed the privilege of seelng the messlsh and
56 aush vont e his bravels,®t fhe penitent, though fron one side of his
nouth exprossing wdererbs, Just wanbs to heer the fuotsbeps or wm be
trampled by the misslehl  The wysble, witheuh » helisver 'm {nmortaliie
| ty snd henvealy vowssd, still mefuses to mobnosledge death before he
pewen Joko the @yﬁ% uf the wﬁmmﬁﬁm -@*@ be gure, esch wents redemphbion

Lor mﬁmﬁ% of Toreels Bub seifishnoss :mm is uppurent, ne euch
believes himseld to heve specisnl prorogebives o merit redemption in his
Lifeting, | |
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Ditividual Juws, socording to Cehan, ave lemy and ego-centered,

They are 1o batier oF Vorss than other pecple. Thay have a highes dest e
ny bub they sre ambent te forget ib. Thelr leaders, moreever, who are
there to sduomte wnd to insplre, aleo fall prey to sellishness. The
hidden snint e gulokly frustrated vhen the beggere compleln. Levi
‘Yitahak sofisses to Gonfort and console hiv people eny longer. The
wartyrs do oot even have Jesders Go gulde e, or pevhaps; the lenders
have nivandy forashan then for their own problems, It 1o not @ Ny
ploture Caban paints of the Jewlsh People.  Bub he s not pessinistie,
ot ey wous heross of the past uhe sdvenced Tsvasl grest rebches,
theve nge thode m%af Mhe Levi Yitohak it ¥ penftant. vhe have the

poss isiiity of ensbiling the Jewish People o tresscend liself. Bub .
whether or pob Le individunls nooept or rejeut, the pewple have n

divine wole to fubf1l1 in blsbory which goes beyond the partisulus
sitwetion of ite adherenta.

SPRALIIY of TSRAKL ,

roet fulfiil a divine desbiny wnd still contlaue to

owigh in o di€0loult o world? It &8 dew gm%w%wm for Yaskov Cohan &6

& Yorsh. The stabesents of his vheragters, in

s o pacephivese the nideash of 00d srdating mnd destroying

dresn of v world witho

gffoct, & .
worlds unbll He m‘m late the Torsh, wad srested wiy world, What Levi
Yitzhuk 18 dolng by threstening to ubber m&m mm*y ig destraying &

he feels Torsh i fnsufficlent in carrying en m modiswn of

world hecowiae

, ﬁm‘mwmm Michoel, howewer, explaing o the rebbl that Terah dosg
lighten the burden of exile ant wuffering.®h It is the pettern o Jow
mugt mm« In wrder %o 1&% ina sﬁmﬁ-’;@w&%&:“ worlde At oo time does
Caban pey %%my %@hm he mearg by Torshe It dess not seem thet he s
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an orthode Jew with o progras of — ’3 N » fwor i he a nlretesnth
contury Nefors Jew who understends Torsh mé sthios. What does seem to
pparent 1o bhet Torsh is w wey of living as o Jew, without whioh

exisboenoe vould he meaninglose, Colung however, does not belleve Torsh

ly binding snswer, for i foo 1o somebimes destroyed, Hondon

ben Teendyon wee coswed with 16 and the old sexton’s blood was spilled
over lbg torn pegey. |

What Cal
the Torsh ag » pathern, then the whole
meobion snd In covneobion with the nessish, the plowdght peroelves
the place of the Jewleh P
- Cuban does neb descrlibe the selationship in ghillesophic or bislegle
terma, He does not dend with diwvine cspenves ov with blood relstione

@ does belleve aad glescly save f8 thet IF Jows veject

world onwbles.®® In this come

sople me eenbrel to seakind, Undike Walevi,

ghips. W depuribes the cenbesllity of Tereel In enother fushion.
spmhs of mepsinh, it can only memn %e
then to the woeld,®® when cur ‘
of Tsvael mlons. The centrality of Terssl is beale for hime He allovs
no other theught bo enter his mind, Cubas further belfeves thet If Yerssl
rojouts Torsh, the whole unlveres will shebber te bite 2T Religion,
therelove, for Osbun ls something wove then a@m fnstibubion of weenity.
Ruliplon comperns ibeelf nobt only with mon bub with the vhole of the
physicel unlverse as wells "It Is the spelng wiwnoe 1ife end all ite

somes bo Tevpel flost and

n sposks of Torsh, It s the possession

blesginge flowe® The Jewlsh People s the ewe of the spring, the hesrd
of the sebber. Without Yewwel, there Le wo glue to hold the universe Lo
gethers 16 g the role which the Jewish Poopl

1o have been chomen to £413.
with whet fe the plapright left? He remains with discomfited
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leaders and lame followers. As e Jew who refuses to mocept defeal, whe
refuses to scoept Semuel's Judgment of Jewlsh ‘hmtﬁry% and who, like
the mmm, oarnot accept universal ethi‘mé which figzle out In arisis
noments for the ;;;wﬁ‘f”- Cahen turns to eschatelogy hoping to find more
answersg for Jewish suffering.
MESSIAH w

Y&&k@v Caban maintaing thet e belief in the coming of the messish
ig =& maa%my‘mm of Jewish belief, The messiah, in fact, is r@ady
to come m: any mmﬁmi: if only Isreel be ma‘v to "hreak hig ahainm“?ﬂ
Thig m‘wmm agn with o great yamd%:» ’ f*rm mens lah will be aem fmm'

God, 3l &ﬁt@'ﬁ: %hm in arfirming divine pmvm@me to t:he Jewish ?ampl%

'“'"mesl to redeem him. umm Q%m ig doing is recapitue

laping thsa mipml&r atbitude of tmﬂitim.r :Ewawi has been promised the
giah will @me to vindieate Its sw:f‘fwimg; On the other hsnd, Isreel

' ﬁ?’f vindicatlon by helpmﬁ tﬁa hreak hie& ahming.

me fm,;_;;;mm Cshan is theb r,m mggm‘ﬁ have no strength to. fmm

the mwﬁiaﬁh.’ “Like the mmit@mﬁ Gaham «-.exmam@ understund Jewish exigtence

without m@%}iaﬁ,f but he also hnows bthe Jewigh People now are not able to "

hurry his coming. | The mystic, at ﬂm“@m‘d of tm play, is mﬂs told :r:ay'ﬁha
volees that hig mwivity ig wrong. 'I'hfez rml;y advims they givez him ig not
to expect the megséish but, like the gimﬁs @f the past, to accept the
foet he iy reserved for mnother gemmﬁi@m 34-"2 The 1little boy, symbol of
hope in the rm:t g@ﬂemtian, may be &mmng those who are able to break the
chaing snd viradiaat@ the suffering of the Jew.

To angwer to the student's questlon, "where is your righteousness,?
Cahan angwers theb thoge who cannot see Godig nea3 on earth will
nfm




find i in hewven. The Lerd fa 01 2V tnak aam:g,:sﬁ'} “
The old sexbon, rewrded with peradise, ewelabss that death 1o o perd
of Life. MHow foollsh it is for man o hold thab existence is linmited
golely to his duys on enrth.® fg Jews who suffered bevause of thelr

identity, they ave rewsrded with ebernel 1ife. Caben maintalng thsd

martyrdon I5 nob exclusive. TL con be the provinee of all Jewsy the
simple sl the poor, the ignorant snd the lewened, the plous and the
neslnileteds Aonln, Cahap wmm&' to gbann sny one answer 83 the uwitls
nabe ongs "o sed martyrs,® calls the woloe from heaven, bub m ene
opres Lo aonepl
1f it be 4iffloult to lead.
THRORTALLTY

Our prayer book veads Py »n USIna YOI D ank ;rbm To
Youkov Cahan, this verse would be perhapa bhe most lwpertent rubela

the rewnrds In hiz own way, esch desires 1ife even

for his plays. mmmmg;y and with greab feith, he professes bow
el in the iﬁ%mmﬁximy of the Jewish %l@@ Though the bull of
tradition gives snawers in terms of the nation rather then in temms of
the Individesl, Cehan nevertheless mﬁmmmﬁﬁ individunl sufferiag o
be bound wp with sabional sulfering. The penitent states optegoriosle
Iy that the messieh will come to the pesple sy & whole snd then to
tndividuats, * The mngels proclaim that tha Individual who suffers
will beoome & spavk of holinees to fubure pereretions =s the netion
contines to live on in history. I & man vedoems himgelf st death
with hig blopd, his soul lights up the surth {in keeping with the werds
of the » Yo and stimuletes I to more sbundsnt Mfmﬁg

When Levi Yitghsk threstens to utter the thisd cry, the volees of the
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Fathers, silent witll then, exhort hin to desfeb. If the universe ig
destrayad, then nll thedr good deeds, wll they hed struggled for In 1life,
all whom they bad influenced, everythlng thay hed contributed to the
fubure, would go w in .‘i‘&meﬁ% N, the gensrabions ore responsible one
for the other snd ne man hes the right to declare il null and void,
Tha voisen of the pust, in beckening to the mystie, pralse the natlon
which direcks ity gons towsrd the messish msl in every generstion waite
and hwgwmﬁ?
yhat is the hope mesmat by Cahen? Xt is the hope in the ultimate
redemptlion of the Jewlsh People. It iu hove Dn the soming of the
megsih, vindlosting the sufferings of Isrmel. It is hope that Jews
tmve been right all the Mmé‘e' and on Judgment Dmy they will nob be m»w '
berragseds Tt fo hope thab martyrdom has net bean in valn, and 1t s
hope that Tereh, # wey of 1life, will hwve been the correct way «» mnd
thet those who have held fast bo 1t will be rewarded for thelr effarts.,
 Whet dess hupe of this sort lmply? Cahen dees nob know how redempe
bion will come whoub pr even why Od deas what He dosg. Yes, the Lord

moves in His mystecious ways and Cahan finds 1t diffieult to expluin them.
The hope he degeribes, therefore, lays gbeess on nen and how he can live,
suffer, and dle with dignity In the assussnce 81l will be made up to hin
w= and Ehat he with his people will triunph ln the end,

ABIONS

Ualike suny wodern Hebrew writers whose wsltenschmaung

SOME COM

glmilar, Veuhov Cahan %m@ trented the ‘wﬁmﬁ of Jewish existence and

suffering in » most veligious way. Unlike Zalmen Sheneor who accused
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religion of belng the destoayer of hm&@m and unlike Seul Techerndohove
gkl who inclined buok to peganise, or unlike Chals Neohman Bislil whe
repropuhed God Toy 3‘5#.3 jmpotence te probect the chosen people, Vembey
Cahan digplays u poplbive reverence towsrd i Author of all belng. 36
The only bine sbhalsn iy even lmplied, $t 1 to be found within s
religlove frameworks The neslnllsted @%ﬁwmﬁ who retwng te his people
bk nob o hieg God, Is the only lopténee of o nonergliglous attitude in
the thres Pplays =« snd even there he i conguered.” It is true thmt
Levi Yitehokts seguwnents and denuncistions are wery ginllar to those of
the student. The 4ifference fm thet the sbudent g defésted snd nevey
smsered In ehile world while God sends the swchengels 4o Levi Yitehak
in this 1fe explalning to hin the role of Jewlsh sxlstence. Vhet Cahan
says, therelors, lg that athelem or s philsgsplby of limiting Godre
pewer hog very little 1 nothing to swy shout the design of the universe.
The only poople whe cen quarrel with God are Ue bellsvers, thoge whe
haow Him to be the only truth in life. -

webante underabandling of life sueng to be u postemodern one. e
is not the dle-twrd liberel vhe bellewes lon the ultimste perfection of
mun and Slut his resson mugt snpwer the ulthwete gquestion, nor is he the
passive plovs Jew of the ghette. Thers {8 2 cartein resignation mud 7
humility in the pluvs, but there iz n glimeer of wmmmm noves  Thowdh
w man bg nob vhat the ninetoenkh century thought he wes, he still must
live secording to Tewsh, snd like the religlous protagonists must still
cueation why. Ho mesd gused that the wuniverse be wmalotained, and he munt
have reversnne for his Ood. The religisn in which Cehan belleves seshs

to humble men, seiing hin conwolous of his limitatlons, vebt exaliing his
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sotiong. The playwright iz s religious Jew, for after all is seid end
l,f o) |
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