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INTRODUCTION 

Th1s thesis 1s baoed on a methodology developed by Rabbi 

Stuart A. Gertman 1n hlc unpublished thes is, entitled Moses 

and Israel: A Study i n Como3r at1ve M1drt.1sh. The methodology 

1e designed to demonstra t e how redactors chose ml drashlru in 

individual collections which fit th~ needs o:' the red:ictors, 

viz . the material's r e levance to th~rn and t.o t heir rea tl~r3 . 

GertD'lan' s thesis dealt with the collect1011:; km .m u~ Vi tdrash 

ltn-Oadol and Yalkut Shimon!. This t hesis ol.!als wl t h. tt1 0 :Je 

s&nle two collections, as well. as Be.reshit Rabba . The lncluslon 

of the material from B~resh1t Rabba is, in :i sense, t ant:ential 

to the analys is or t he material from the other two collections. 

Its role 1s as a contrast, as well as a comparison to the 

material in the other two collections. Gertman quote s f1•om 

Herman Strack, when he stat es that "the strictly productive 

midrashic activity ceased very ~oon a1'ter the compl et ion or 
the Babylonian Talmud; the reaf'ter came the period or assembling 

which l asted until the end ot the Oaon3te (lO~OCE) and even 

bey ond th.it t1ate ."1 Be r eshit H;1b\w l::i Ct?lw:~a1 1y l!Onceded to be 

va lu~ 1 n :> llouln~: th::> roo t s of t1 1..: ntheC' two 111l\1cn:;h1 c ..; u] l e:ct..1ons. 

It h :w un .iJrll t hH:_l purpos~ 111 t hl !l th~ 51s . 1 hnve 1... ho3..::n a 

~ection 1'rom the Bool:: of Gene~is dea1111t; w.tt h the r e l !tl.on ::.il1p 

or J:...cob and Esau, t'rom their birth to the sa le 01· l::ti.:!U • s 

b1rt.lu-1 l!:h t to Jacob (Gen . 25 : 22-34). The i m.J.r;c or E:k.u/l:dom/nome 
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had special a1gn1.f1cance for the compilers of Bereshit Rabba, 

a.e it did rox- the cocpiler or Yalkut !>M r1on1. It will be 

argued that this relationship 1s cent r al to our uml·~r3tfu"'H.llng 

ot the differences between the r.iate!'ial i n Yalkut Shimon! and 

M1dra:;h Ha-Oadol. Por these reasona , i t has been deemed nece:.i 

s ary to include, for the reader's benefit, the rnateri~ l in 

P.c:r esh1.t Rubba. 

Gertman concludes that !lowing from the observut1on ot 

Strack 1s the principle that: ''the collect ions or m1drash1m 

that are in our possession are drawn from the same source 

material, viz. that which was compo3ed before t he cl ose of the 

Babylonian Talmud . It is from this material t h3t the various 

coll~ctors and r edactors chose midr ashlm to fit t heir need and 

context , carefully rejecting material not i•elevant to them or 

their readers. Since the same material waa availab le to all 

of th~rn, it is not surprising tha t we !ind similar choices, 
~ ref lee ting minor rather than ma jor dif.ference3. 11 'l'h1s thesis 

ie devoted to showing how these d1fference3 manif est them~elves 

in tl1e trea tment of the characters of Jacob and Esau in Yallrut 

Sh1t1on1 and Midrash Hn -Gadol, follow-ing the methodological 

guid~l1nes that Gertman established. 

'l'he text of M1drnsh lla-Oadol is that edited by Mordecai 

Margolioth, published by Mosad ha-Rav Kook, Jerusalem, 1947. 

The t ext or Yalkut 0himon1 13 the new critical edition which 

was edited by Rabbi Isaac Sh1lon1, and printed by Mosad ha-Rav 
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Kook, Jerusalem, 1973 . The materia l £rorn Beresh1t n;bba is 

t aken from the English translation p~inteu by ~oncino Preas 

(London , 1961) . The text of t he tr.:mslutlo:1a of the l•l.i terial 

f:t'oni the other two coll ections which huve been 1ncludl:d 111 

tl1::? body of the thesis are my own. Both Y<J llrut Shlmo111 and 

Mjdr.:.t3h Ha-Gadol are cited by page number, and the rnat~r1al 

1·ro~n Dereshlt Ibbba is cited by chapter and paragruph number 

of the Soncino edition. 

In a dd1t1oh, it must be pointed out tha t the historica l 

preci ses or the J ewish communities of Yemen and Germany 1n 

the thirteenth century are condensations of more lengthy 

chupt~rs 1n Rabbi Ger t Nan•s thesi s . This holds t rue t o lesser 

degr ee in the followlr~ paragro.phs on the his t ori cal uack

grow1d or the two m1drash1c collections, f>!1;l.l~a~h Het-Gudol aud 

Y3lkut 5himon1. In t he i nitial stages of ray re search, I 

covered much the same ground as did Rabbi G~rtman in pursuing 

the origins of these collel! t i ous . l have chosen, owing to 

11m1ta t1ons of time and space, not to include the historical 

background or Berechlt Rabba . The importance of this collection 

lios in its reflection of the 1asue or Esau/Edom/Rome . In the 

chapter dealing with t he analys i s or the 1n1drash1c material, 

it is hoped that wha tever relevant histori (!Jl h1i! t e r1al t here is 

can best be brought to bea r at that tiro~ . 

Despite a continuing argument, the weight or scholarly 

evidence 18 on the eide of the authorship or Ya lkut Sh1mon1 
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being Rabbi Shimon ha-Darehan, 1n the city of Frankturt-on

Ma1n 1n the first halt ot the thirteenth century. 3 The com

piler of Yalkut Shimon! collects m1drash1m trom all sourc~s 

b~fo1'e him, i dentifies them, and orders tli~m. 4 The ftJct that 

th~re have been mistakes in the text as it passed through the 

ce nt uries is of little! r eal concern to us. Mode rn eJltora 

h.'lv c attii!mpted to corre ct these mistakes by the proceas or 

o11't1ng through vario\; s manuscripts. How~ver, no argt.m~nts 

1n this thesis are baaed on word orde r or specii'ic nuan ce . 

111 u few, isolate d ca~es, the r e are some i mportan t dit£er~nces 

bas.: d on d1f ferlng Vt? rs ions or a similar exegl.!t i cal cc..i towent. 

In t he main, th~ argume )its are based on the pre5ence or absence 

or ~ert a in midrash1m. 

Midr a !.1h ll.:i-Gndol has been argued about extensive ly i n 

schol.1rly li terutur~ . The re have be en a r g1lments concerning 

its i' lace of or!g1u, its date and its authorship . Contempora ry 

schul.l ·1y o,1)1nt<m ttgree s that it WclS compil ed 1n the thir t eenth 
5 

c .>r.t1.:•.Y, l1y H...!Lb! David b. Amram of Aden . 

1 ; flt.: ..: rJCL: d Only b~· 

ttie ir po:1nt of vie w. 'l1tt1o r.;0J 11 t of vlc•t il ...! S , o.f c out·:.l! , 1.;liaile <..i 

by tlil:! co11t•;! Xt of t i:e ir \.! Ul tu.r _· ai1 u t he n·:·. ds o f th·!' p~oplc to 

whom t::l . ..:y Wl!re adJ1 .. .::s::>l11g tnc:lr 111 '1 dL~a:.i hlc coinpl l at i o; 3 . It is 

th~ int~nt or th!~ th~sis to furtl it:r this proo.;; sa. 'l'he chapter 
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or analysis is intended to show, in particular, how the cul

tural cont ext arrected the view of Jacob and Esau in the 

roidrashic collections. This me t hodology s t rive s to help t he 

UJ l\.l l! r:;t.rndi ug o f not only t he rabbiuic mi ne, bu t a lso the 

dcv~lop::1 =nt or Juda 1 sm und 1 t s ad::l';>tut1on to t he changing 
6 

111c,CH~:l of' tth: world 1n which it was thrus t. 

... 
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CHAPTER ONE 

The Jewish ComroWlity ot Oel'llanz 

in the Early Thirteenth Century 

The tlrat liulf of t.lie t hirtee11 \,h c~ntury was dominated by 

two great pc roo11.:.i l1 t i es: Pope:: Iw1ocer1t I I I and Fredrick II ot 

the Hohenst.iut en dyna;.;ty. 1 It was cl eorly a t ime or Loth 

gre<tt change and great upheaval in Europe . It was a time th:it 

1n:iy b 0st b e charac t. .: ri z~d by th~ st.ru~~~lE:: 3 f or powtr t.ltat ev1-

dt!nced tbemae lves in all sectors of the :..ioc1ety. The degree 

c.f. conflict between th~ Church a ud t he l. cov~ror, the l:: 111per or i.i1d 

the teudal lords and prince s I n 11d th~ .t'euual l1n•d.; u lt.I tl ...: 

growing i~anks or the bourgeoisie , creat e d a cont ext i·or the 

Jews or increased Wlcerta1nty. 

Innccent III was ably suited to the t ask of fignt1ng tor 

the w~j ty and supr emacy or the Church. He was a great a dro1n1a

trator, statesman and diplomat. 2 tfsing all or his skills, he 

eought to r c?organize tue Church, and in gr~at part :iucceeded. 

He greatly extended the influence of t he Charch. 

The etate of the Holy Romau Empire ref lected little ot the 

vigor ot the Church. It may be said, 1n fact, t~t when Fredrick 

took ove r the r eins or power, he did eo under deplo1•able condi

tions. At that time , the Empire was mere ly a conglomer a tion of 

aem1- 1ndepeudent princedoms, with r estrictions on the roya l 

p rinces, inter locking Jur1!;d1ct1ons . and piecem~al and fragmentary 
3 

Fredrick was able to take this s~tuatlon and to make powt?rs . 
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maJor changes. He was able to coalesce these disparate pr1n

o1pal1 t1ea into a more centralized political entity. Despite 

Fredrick's successes 1n Germany, he was fo1•ced to defend hi :J 

rights in Italy, and then return to GermaHy wht..:re his eon at

tempted to usurp his author! ty. Follow111g his death in 1250 1 

the k111g do1D devolved t o a period oJ: interre gl"um . Fre drick's 

4 desire for a hereditary mon!.lt' c:hy clearly f ell by t he boar ds . 

Aa 1a perhaps alWJy3 the case, the pol1 ti cal d':C' Vc lopn!ento 

ot the thirteenth century were in gr~at measure a r esult of 

economic developments. This century was a time or fundament al 

reotructuring of society, in G~rmany and el s 1~Wh !re . 'l'he pop

ulation shifted to till 1n many of t he t:i ;> <l~ :s t : 12i hu ~: madi:: 

travel and commerce ditficult 1n pre vious t1me3 . Ow1r. ~ ita 

origins large ly to an increase in trade, a middle cla sa in the 

urban areas developed. Thia r evival of tra de brought about 

tha banding together 01' groups; ruerchants a nd artisans . The 

towns had to expand to meet their needs . 

The great mass of l a ndles s men were the well from which 

these new groups were drawn . Many were younger sons who could 

not iuherit their father's lands, and many were treed serts. 

There was an attendant change 1n the nature of the rural 

classes. Th3 old manorial system h.:ld to give way in tbe face 

ot the demands o r t he new towns. Pe rman \.! t1t m~n·lce ts be canie the 

way of life , as opp0s~d to t h» ol d :J.yst.~m or pr oduct1Cin ~rnd 

cons u111ptiori :i. t t. he :::,nne pl:.ice . 'l'hls wa s a nat-.tll '.1) , ;.uiu 1 .J.aedl <.i t~ 
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need when the towns be ga n to d~mand the country produce tha t 
5 was e s s e ntia l t o the ir ex~stence . 

'r ile n .! W m~rct1ant class was able to demand and get three 

basic th111gs from their rule rs: t he t'recdom to come :md c:v a s 

t..h·.!Y plc a:Je d in pursuit ot their tra de; a l a w t l! ;Jt w .i <J able 

to cope with comme 1•ce; and adm1nlstrat1v~ .:rnt\1I1or,,y f or tl1e pur

pose of defense , muu1 c1pal orc;;:inl z<1tior1 , a11d t:~xation .6 The 

princes of the Middle Ages s oon c ... 1.1::! t o r- _· liz..; t l!·.: efflc~' C'J 

of alig111ng thernse l Vt!3 with t 1k.· n~w u.c:rc"mt!l!G:.1. J:n ,; r~a s(.!d 

r eve n ue :J r e Gulte d f rom t ollo, s: tle s of agrlcul t vrdl p.'vJ\1~;\ 5 , 

a1.J v;.i rlous taxes. This tre nd of d~veloµm~ 11t w ; s v k ..,.: <..l wi th 

a1;11·.u ~ r1 1J treplda tlon by the Cht.rch. The c vmm.: t'cin.l l ::a.1 of the 

tmms op~ l l ed l O!. !~~ ~ i n 111.:my areas for tli~ Church. 'l.'h~ Cl 1urch 

g&v ..:? up s o.ue 01· 1 ts p0He1• as rooney-ler,aer , and ma11y bishops 

fo1.md the 1113e lve s losing a dministrative control and hence a n 

OV l.! L~all 1003 of power for the Church . Of course , the r1ee i n 

p(Jwc r of the mona1•c h rue a rat loss of power and a further loss 

in the battle with the Empire. 

What was good for Europe and its developing economy wa s not 

pa rticula rly good for the Jews of Germany 1n the thirteenth 

cent ury. 7 Feudalism had g1 v_en the J e ws a measure or prosper! ty 

a nd security. As mer cant111sm developed i n Europe ,, th~ posi

tion or the Jews in society eroded. 'l'he Christian merchants 

squeezed the J ews e;ut uf th1s s e ct or of t he economy . The J e ws 

we re transformed from economi c at~ents e ndow.:d with full rights 
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and worthy or protection, into objects or econo101c policy, 
8 1n need ·or protection. As the Je~ became a disp~nsable 

rather than an indispe nsable commoj l ty, he was f orce d to seek 

a 11vel1ehood in other pursuit~ . •r1dz m011nt t li.:.t t t hey ha d to 

move into areas not regula t e d by th~ guild~ , <:sm.1 11101.e y -

lending. High t axes and i mpost!l a ovn.ed t he: Je\;~:. t o e c onomic 

i mpoverishment .9 U3ury was not t er1·lbly l ucrat i vc foi· t he 

Jew3; they p a id high t axes on the ir prof1\:3 , 

It wa s the 1nl'luence of r~l1g1ous- r1~tJ.oual a nt ag\ 1,1 &1n 

which d-:ve l oped with the political turmoi l , 1"'3. \ her t-h...i n t he 

status of t he'? J e ws as money-lender s , tha t l e d t o the t r.:l :J S 

mov~m~nt against the Jews. The Church, in 1deolo~1ca l terms, 
10 wns in a quandary over the Jews. They were God-ordaiued 

witHesses and he nce could not be destroyed. Yet they were 

e nemie s ot the faith, and ao had to be segregate d and subjected 

to degradation. The potential for r ectifying this problem 

1n conver:sion had ito own set or problems. In the mai u , it 

was an e conomic issue. Due to Church policy on money-lending, 

the Jewu played the ma jor role 1n t hat industry. They paid a 

lot or t axe s to the Church from the i r profits . This r evenue 

could be lost to the Church if the Jews wer e couverted en masse, 

wiless the policy of the Church about money-lending changed. 

So# at least in 1deolocy, the Jew3 were given protection or 

life and limb, hnd f r e e do111 t o wor ship, and could not be rorced 

to convert . The contl1ct between the Church and Pred~1ck II 

t 
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torced th~ Church to promulgate d octrines , such aa tho3e from 

the Fow~th Latte r an Council of 1215, whi c h segrt: e;~ted the J ews 

!'1·om the gener al population. As Fre:drick' s po(i·: r grt? \t, so grew 

tht! poo1• t1 .. cat1oent or the Jews at the !.anus of t l 1·: C:hurch. 

Jh·~dr1clc declared himse lf to be the protector 01' tii~ J -.= ws in 

th~ yl!a r 1236 . Jlls declaration ot' them uo ' nerv1 c ...iur .... r u r1os

tra1;: ' put e ve ryone on notice that he 'O\"llleli 1 thfr ,Jc\.s. 'l'his 

pl'ot~ ctlon meant furthe r r eductiori of tll <-!1r fl' ·.:· ... d c1m, c! r1d 

pl a~i:: d t1'l~lll 1n a more aependent po31 t1011. I t .fu r';!1e r ~xacer

h a l:(;' d th.: il• po~l t 1011 vis-a-v13 tl~e Chta·cn , .is D•Jt·~ d above. 

Prvl.cction 1n r \..'tUrH f o r taxd5 1' ..l~ scm~ t. 1u . .:s ti·c.11~ferre d to 

1t1Jlvl~Ja l r eudal loros or bishops in 1nd1vldua l local1t1e s. 

Ira rd:urn , tna bishop or lord wo uld pay ce1 .. ta1n <n110L.11l ;t to 

tt.e kine , passing the tax burden ba~k to t ll~ Jt: ... s. T1~is pro

v1dt::d for a degrt!e of non-unifor1111 ty 1n tlte way Chut·cl1 decrees 

were dt?al t with ln cerlain places. Time and ae;~.d. n, th~ Je..,s 

Wt: L'c pl3yed off be tween Churd1 ~~: 1d r:·n9 ;r•H ' , ,.:;,n.-' .: .l' 1) : ' :.t"1J 1ml1v1-

au:il lord, and local authori t1en u.11tJ the 111;i;J sc:s . 

'11ht: ei'f'e ct of the surrout1Jl11g:3 li~d a prot'c-unu e f fec t oh 

th~ J e wluh co1u111unl ty. 'l'hey wcr.: as effected by their ; nvli- J:l ne1.t 

·ts by the tradition. 'l' t .e cla~ ..; :; true tw•e was r e lat.1 v.:ly eimple . 

The r.J we re 110 wide gaps. All shar ed the same world of' ideas, 

and delegated power to the r abbi. The r abLi had local authority, 

except i n s uch ca3es where he had won a larger following through 

h1 ::i reputation . With the exception ot the communities of Speyer, 
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Worms and Mayence, the effort at extended alliances were or 
minimal effect. 

The interna l organization of the Jewish community wao 

democratic. Tax-paying members or the communi ty e lected re

presentatives . The se assemblies, besides e lecting the neces-

s~ry officers, parnasslm, cantors and gabba i m, fulfi lle d 

other functions. They established funds for charity, f or med 

committ~es to build or repa ir houses of worship and ensured 

lll.it the Jews oi the community followe d its rul e s. 

The Geri~an-Jewish communities ha d little interest in 

i:;.•cu l c r schol arship or scitmces. The fi ght over the teaching 

cf Ma \.moni de s typified t he s tyle of the German communities. 

For t o a ccep t the law code of Maimonides was t o f avor a cen-

tr:?l 1zed halach1c syst em. 'l'his was in direct opposition to 

the 1mporta11ce uf l ocal m1nhag1m and the sys tem of pilpul 

tha l t:ho 1•ac t.erl ::~ d both Germa ny and I~rance at that time. 

'l'li:! .!:.:_ J kut Sid 1n011_! wa s ckarly a produc t of t he r abbinate 

m id no t o f ihe iayDtl ca l Hasidlrn . •r11e Ya llrn t Shlmon1 was an 

ency ~l opcd1c collection of midra nh l m compile d by Sl mon of 

Pranl<I'urt . 11 It wa n a work which rcaff1rmc:: d the spi r1 t. of the 

r l'1lJl,,la , ~roandiu,~ 1 t 111 the ml tlr a::;hlm of tl.e p..t:;t a nd t he hala

cl:~1 whi ch gove r'rh.'U th~ community .12 It wo:.; cl ear ly an establish-

mcnt do\!u11i.; i1t . 

'l' t1e G~ :·.n:m - Je w \.till co1111nu11l Ly ln t l1e f .! 1s t l1~l1' of tile 
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organization ot Jewish lite. Despite the problems imposed 

on it from the outside, 1t managed to remain fairly stable . 

Within their fairly cohesive commwi1t1es, they retained their 

identity, while passing on their f a.1th to their children. 

The history of the German Jews of the thirteenth cent ury 

is tl1:; his t ory of a people 1n transition, caugt-it in circumstances 

not of their own malclng , and which t hey would not live to see 

res0 l ved. 
1 li 
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CHAPTER TWO 

The Jewish Community of Yemen 

in the First Ha lf of th\? Thirteenth Century 

Th.? hisll.ry of Yt:mcn in Lhl:! thirteenth centw·y is no t 
1 

a subjec t dealt with \oildely by schol.i1•s of the MCJ!: l em world. 

We have 1nfo.nnat1on concerning the conque::i t s 0 1' y ._. incn ln t.he 

twelfth century and th~n again in t he n ine· teenth dnd Lw~ nt..1eth 

c~nturie s , when 1t come s into the B.rltlnh ~phe • .'e or 11 11'l u<.- nce. 

We huve little deta il on the life of t he p E:opll! of Yi.. 1. r;;n, 

bo th pol! ti cal and social . We also l ack l 1.ror·•. ,jt :.on ~L •)Ut tl1~ 

J(;w.3 of Ycm~n after t l:e dea th 01' M:.i tin n1 J · : . ... ln oi·c . ..: r t 0 

t o i~L' n:r.i li ze from the scarce :i1:1om1t or 3 "J <J 1la'..ile lnfcrn1atlou, 

a11d to 1nul<e a 3swnptions from the pe r iod Jus t prior· t.o l t s 

tir.ic of authorship, 1.e. the l ast half of t he twclr t.r. century, 

a tlrne when more 1nfo:nnat1on is available. Th.1 :J ls r.:drly 

eare ground, s1nce the life in Yemen, thoui:,h pu litically 

tunml tuous, wao governed by the sar:1e force~ in the first half 

or the thirteenth century as it was in l.h•:? latt~r ha lf or the 

twelfth century . 3 

Yemen is located in the s outhern portion of the .Arabian 

peninsula. It 1s boWlded by the Gulf ot"' Aden on the south, 

the ft•.? d Sea on the west, the mountain range lmown as He Jaz 

and tha Arabian desert on the north, and the province of 

Hadramut on the east. The country is naturally divided into 
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two aectionas the low country which 1a parallel to the sea 

coast, and the interior mountainous region between it and the 

Arabian desert . The coastal land 1s generally poor and with

out much rain. The mountainous region, by contrast, was or 

the finest and most rertile in that part of the peninsula . It 

1a widely known for both its agricultural produce and the ex

port or other trade items. 

Commercial relations between Yemen and Syria had existed 

since ancient days, but its commerce became more important in 

the Middle Ages. Aden,, the ch1ef seaport, became a center 

tor trade. Vast amounts or wealth flowed into Yemen, and foWld 

1ts ch1et outlet 1n Aden. 

The capital city of Yemen was Sana. Like th~ rest or Yemen, 

it led a stormy political career in the twelfth and thirteenth 

centuries. The life of Sana was the life o~ YE-nen, and this 

was particularly true tor the Jews, many of whom lived in the 

capital c1ty. 4 

In Yemen, as in Europe, the Jews were but"feted between 

pol1t1cal-rel1gious factions. They were caught between the 

two sects, Sunnis and Zaid1te Shiites. The Sunnis were pri

marily in the lowlands, the Za1d1te Shiites in the highlands. 

Except when there was a foreign conqueror, the Za1d1tes were 

1n control of Yemen almost throughout its history. The Jews, 

who were caught in t he middle, were used, then attacked by 

both sides. 5 
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In 1173 Saladin conquered the Fatimid Empire in Egypt. 

It is unclear exa ctly what t ook place after Saladin s~nt hiB 

brotl)er to conquer Yemen. The weight or ev l dence 3ec1:: 5 to 

be in f avor or the theory that there was aH 111cJ:;p1.:ndent dynaaty 

eStL!bl 1shed 1n Yemen after 1229 . This s ee1!u mo!: t lik...- l y, 

since Saladin and his successors r ul ed Ei.;ypt un t il 1.h~ middle 

of the thirteen t h century, and probably retain~ d t. v 1 t1•01 of 

Ye111en as well . 

'l'h~ J~ws of Yemen suffered w1d1.: r th~ rule or Sal .Jdln. 

His Sunni t .J l'egime 1nflarned the Sh11 tes in Yef:len, \lh O some 

ye .. .u•s Lefor'e had tried to fo~ce conversion on t he Jews or 
Yem1.?n. 'l'h1a sort of harassment continued throuchout t he 

t hirteenth century and made life f or the Jew3 C;x t r..:;1 e l y dif-

1'1 cult. There were both pol1 ti cal and re11~1ot::J reasons 

tor these problems . While the majority or orthodox Moslems 

were £a1rly tole1'.mt of the JewG , f &:n1atica l sects ~uch as the 

Shiites brought tr~gedy to t.he .Jt,; w::; . 'Ihe P•>l1 t.lc<.tl tw·111011 

1n the cuw1t1•y brour,ht with each new re~ime ddv~r: •e r .!pcrcus

siona. 

That the Jewish community of Yemen is ancient i s clear, 

uut the exact date of its beginning is unclear . !)(,spite this 

cloudineas, the Jews we re probably in Yemen before the common 

era. They never fully loat contact with the mainstream of the 

Jewish WCJrld . 'l'hey had contact with the co111mun1t1es of Eaby

l onia, and a~kcd for legal dec1o1ons. They knew the literature 
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ot the Babylonian Jews, 1nclud1ng the commentary or Saudyah 

and the liturgy of the Babylonian r abbis. They also felt a 

strong t1e to the Land of Israel and were in commun1ca t1on 

w1th the scholars there throughout the Middle f\ses.7 

Their main source of contact was Ma1mon1d~3 1n t he twelfth . 

cent.ury. They turned to hira whe never the corr.muni ty was in 

trouble . They turned to Maimonides both when there was a decree 

forcing conversion, and also when there arose a f alse messiah. 

As Yemen gained in trade and economic importance in the eleventh 

and twelfth centuries, so too did the importance of their con-

tact with Maimonides. 

It 1s clear tha t whatever their state of learning in 

earlier periods of life 1n Yemen, the Jews of the twelfth and 
8 

thirteenth centuries were a l earned group. Raza1 tb1 points out 

that learning was not just the domain of the few, it was of 

the many. The synetgogue, which was the center of the i r life, 

was also a center for learning. Gertman assumes, most reasonably, 

that their high state of learning reflects the attitude of the 

Z:i1d1tes, who vlaced grea t va lue on education. 

A .f alsc tne ss 1ah appeared a round 117 2 , generating a severe 

c1•1n1n for the Jews of Yemen. The gr ound had been prepared for 

h1m by attempts at conversion and other troubles which had 

struck the Je ws. H.1s influence was great and brought additional 
9 

Pl"Obl cms 1 t or he threatened the Yemenite power s t ruct ure . The 

l eader ;,jhlp of the Jew1~h co1:nnun1 ty appea l ed t o Mal mon1des for 
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help . He took action both with his Iggeret Tayman and 1n the 

political arena . In his letter, he advised the J e ws to deal 

strougly with the 1mpo:l t er, and to mainta in their faith. It 

lo ul oo thout::ht thut he interce ded on the behalf of the Ye

men1 t c Jew3 wlth the V1z1r of Saladln, who was his pat ient. 
10 

'l'h111 · t~h or ti.is we can not be certain. 

'l'hi:; ci11·r.nmit.y was sharply d1v.!.ded over the ar6uroent 1.ir-

ruu11J111 :: M.1i110 ·1 \J<;?5 1 d r.ctrini:? o f' r esurrection . The supporters 

'fh · J ... , . · c1' 'b . .: .. 1~n W.!h.' pl'1n~1r. J l y ...:1 -. · f t ::;1 :· n 01' ~ .· : r/ 

l l 
k1··1J , arid ln m .. i .y t r•..i J ·s t li ·~·Y enjoy1~ ct a rnui ... p oly . · :.)uf.)e j c ws 

1'1e 1·~ mcrchunta. So'. .c .1E:- l'e pllys1c.1.'3ns , w1 Li' gr.:- ~t t rtputilt10u:; . 

Gcrb 1 .. m polnts out that we c <.m l.!P3 W no de1'1n1t..: C• nc: l uc ions 

abuut elt.her the L'el:.Ltive wealth of the J e \'I S , or thc il· social 

status. He points out that th~y s.-~nt generous g 11'ts t o both 

Bubylun1a and to t-1a1mon1des. Y1·t, t.hey 11<10 few r lt:hb; w1 th1n 

the :;oc1ety at larg,~. 'rhey WC: l'I.! g o l.! rn~ J by a :.;ect bent en 

converting them . Iksp1t e all or thls , they di d matnt31n their 

1dcnt1ty as Jew3 , and th~y cl~urly fl our1 shed in Lhe erea of 

Jew13h learning. The hardships of wh1.ch t hey compla lnt:d wer e 

pol t t1cal and not soc1al or econon1.t c , and , perh~1ps c e.;nuse of 

f.la11uonldes' intervention, th~ir l o t seenied to 1mpro \'e somewh~t 
12 

1n th~ b eginning of the thirteenth cent1lry. 
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Central to our unde r standinc or the d!ffe:·e nces 1n the 

trea t 1oent of J a c ub a nd Esau 1n JJ~!.:~:~111 t R:1 l}ba~:.'.l llrn~ Shimon! 

and Midrash Ha-G:idol 1 5 the 1dr-nt1flcat1•)n in I he for:1.·.! C' 01' 

Esau/Edom/Rome , and the ab~cn ~~~ o:' t ile i d,•nti!' l •:! 3. t l. nn .'1 tt l1 

Rcme in t he l a tter . In order t o £. d n this undt! r ::.;:,;1 11dl11i; , l~ t 

us u1•ie1'ly tretce how this assoc1 .:it 1 VtJ pr.:>cc-:J!J I• ·i::·ln ui.~ c~:7,e 

t o l'l•ui ti on. 

In the Blble, Esau was cal l ed Edom on t he Jay tt.· ·t. he 

sold h1 u b1rthrlght to Jacob (Gen. 25: 30). Thi:! couut:-y wU.ch 

was l a t er inhabited by Esau and h1s descendents was c~ lled 

"the field of Edom" (Gen . 32:3), or ''the l and of Edom" 

(Gen . 36:16, Nwn . 33:37). The coW'ltry had previously been 

called Mount Se1r (Gen. 36: 8 ). According to J osephus, this 

~ms be cause of the ha iry na ture of Esau, despite the fact that 

a cco rding to Ge n. 14:6 it had been called t hat l ong before the 
l 

birth of Esau. Th~se are but brief examples. 

Con tempor al"'.{ scholars agree tha t t he: 1dent1f !cation of' 

Esau with Rome 1a no t t o be found during t he Se cond T~1ople p e riod, 

nor 1a 1t to be found, as some have ar6ued, in the ApocalyPse 
2 or Ezra. R.lthcr , they see the comment in Bere3h1t Rabba 65:21 

as being the initial e xample of this equation. R. Akiba, no 

less, comments on Gen. 27: 22 . He states that the voi ce of Jacob 

is, in fact, the an~u13hed cry of Jacob. because o r wl1at Esau 
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had done to him. Cohen states that "The meaning or Esau is 
3 

~re clear and unequivocal ." Cohen points out further pas-

sages where Ak.1ba 1denti1'1es Edom with Rome, as t hey related to 
4 

Bar Kochba and the revolt against Rome . For o i;he r l'abbis, 1 t 

became easy to follow R. Ak1ba ' s example. They had only to take 

other passages that dealt with Edom and apply them t o nome. 

R. Meir goes so far as to interpr e t Is . 21: 11, 11 'l'be vision or 

D..unah," w1 th Dumah becoming Rome. Also we.. havt: :h·~ c: urmncnt 

on ls. 34:7 in which re-em1m (wild oxen) i s re3d as Romans , 
5 in the Pesikta de Rav Kahana 7:11 (ed . Mandlebaum) . 

Cohen, however, raises the question of why Rome was 1den-

tified with Edom in the first place. He points out t hat Edom 

was clearly of Semitic origin a.~d that the d1sper&ion cf t he 

Jews with which the Biblical text charges them was not as 

strenuous as others. Further, t he Romans h3d been generally 

seen as descended ~rom the K.1tt1m, offspring or J apheth. 6 Yet, 

give n the historical events of that age , it is clear why this 1den

t1f1cat1on t ook place. For as Cohen so aptly puts 1t, "Scrip-

ture named Edom . and history point tJd at R1.i1:.e. Dy the: most e l e-

rue:nt :iry cyllogism , the two b e c u111e on~ ." II>.: i ne ... "!.ll e 71I.h u 31 c:es 

t his l .:i .;t. P•Jint . II~ indica tes thLlt the r .::i.'!.Jbls 1•cc..o..;r.i::ed that 

thtre wus a co::Jm1c oppos ition be t w\:•.? n the \.WO na tions of Jacob 

and £3au . I t was a spiritual cpposl t1on , \'.'hich included Rome 
7 as tho personification of niili tary might. Both Ile tr._r.1an a.rid 

Coh~n agree that what ever positive commenta were t:o be found in 
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8 
the agga.da about Rome were "ad hoc concessions" and Heineman 

specifically points out that the aggada may have played on 

Esau tulf 1111ng the commandment or honoring his rather as an 

explanation of how Rome acquired what 1t d1d.9 

During the Middle Ages, the Roman Empire was ve-ry much a

live to the Jews. They looked about them and saw that they su.f

!'ered at the hands of Chr1st~ndom's Holy Roman Empire scarcely 

le!lo than its predecessor in more ancient times. "Esau might 
10 

ex ~b;J.!lge his eagle for a cross, but he was Esau nonetheless. " 

Wha t e rr...:rges from ol: zervation of Jewish 11t~rature or the Mid

dle Ages is tha t there was an important eschatol oe1cal impact 

ol' this h1::>tor1\:al circums tance. The C1n•1:.;1:1an schol a1'.:> took 

the nymbol1stn of the Jews to hcru-t and a t t ,:1.1p ted to tur n 1 t 

back on the Jews. It became essential for this Jewish symlJolism 

to be defended and made valid 1n the face of this Chr1zt1an 

polemic. Hence we find this extraordinary literary effort in 

the Middle Ages to shore up and somehow v1ndica t e t..h~ Habb1nic 

symbolism. These efforts took two major tacts. The first was 

1n such documents as the Joss1pon. The Jo3n1non was an abr1dge

n1ent and adaptation of Josephus 1 written 1n Hebrew, by a Jew 
11 

of Southern Italy. It was most likely composed in 953. The 

intent of the Jossipon was, in fact, to establish the lineage 

or Rommulus (the founder of Rome ) as l1nk.1ng him directly to 

Esau's grandson, Zepho, and hence, e.xpla1n1ng the conflict be

tween Rome and Israel. The second category of polemic endeavor 



- 26 -

1a the compilation ot m1drash1m, such aa Yalkut Sh1mon1. 

Those who came \Ulder Moslem influence took an entirely 

different approach. They rejected the identification or Rome 

with Edom on the grounds that Romans were the deaccndents ot 

the Biblical K1tt1m, who were in turn of Grl!ek or igin . As 

Cohen points out, this reversed the process of 1dont1fy1ng 

Edom/Rome/Christianity. The theory ran tha t Jesus was not 

tht! f ather of Christianity, but r a ther, l ong after his death, 

the pagan pr•11.?..: l.n of Eurnu per~uaded Constantine t o adopt 
12 

Clu'1sl1an1ty and to make 1t the religion of his empire. 

The operative factor 1s that this theory removed Chris tianity 

from the r ealm ot' the political and put 1t only 1n th~ological 

ter.~• 3 . So, fol' the Jews 11v1n~ in lloslem lands , the fourth 

mon:.n·d lY of D.1n1e l 1 3 vision b t!CJme that of I shrnael, or a 

purtne r t'lhip of Edom and I s hmael (I3l am}. In a not.c: , C..:ihen 

ment1onn that the re was a strong tradition 1n t he Yemenite 

ru1tho1ob1es {M1 0~n sh Ha -G1dol be ing one) of the e xcluBive 

dcrnj n11m or Ia r.m.,~ l/Islam of tha t s ame fourth k1ncdcm. 

1 t j a Cl c.!.JI' t: !i.i t t he J ews v f Mc>s l ent c.o.mt.r1e5 had different 

conc e 1·11:.; t l '-1 11 u,, lr co- r e l 1._;j ,m1 .1t 5 :l n Ch1·L.1 t l <.LJ1 cu\tnt1•1es. Fr·om 

Saad1a , l bn Aq11n, Ib11 F.zrJ und N:..i.!: ... n i\~::: c?.~y rc.~e: 1ved a di ~·-

re1·0nt polc rllicul f1·rn11e\10.l'k. Por U Kl:l I Hc:.1c: -~ ..!3 of l e:3J :1. IT'::;<::d1 at.e 

conce1~n. A~ we wil l vie\'i 1n th ; d1:: rer{;Jl t coll cctlun.l or n.id1•a:. hi m, 

the~e c oi1ccrns rnnnireste d ti1e n. :•c lvc o in :Jpe c1fic a.:1d e...i31ly re-

coenizable patterns as they wc~ve t hQ1r exegetical coriir..ents on 

the life or Jacob and Esau. 
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CHAPTER POUR 

The B1bl1ca l Texts 

The tranalat1on of the B1bl1cal text ia taken trom The Holy 

Sor1pturea ot the Je wish Publ1ca t1on Soc1P.ty (Ph1ladelph1a, 1955) . 

Genesis 25:22-34 

And the children struggled together within her; and she 

aa1d: 1 lf it be ao, wherefore do I live? ' And she went to 

inqu ire o r the Lord . And t he Lord said unto har: Two nations 

a re 1n thy womb , a nd t wo peoples shul l b~ o 3 pa 1·;J t~ d from t hy 

b owe ls; .1\nd the one peopl e :>hall ut! s tro1 11.::·:L' t.I . m t he 1, the1. 

d :iy:J t o h~ c .: li vc: r~d we r e fulf1!led, b~h1)ld, t l d ' I.! \ · l'l ' -. twir,s 

i n her wo1ub. And t he f irs t came f orth ruddy , a l 1 over 11k~ a 

h a11y mantle; and they call e d h i s ndrne E:.'l:!U . Im d c.!f Lr.; l' t i·i..J t 

ca me forth his brothe r , and his ha nd ha d ho ld on !:.:;a\. 1 !.!> heel ; 

and hts na;ne was ca lled J acob . And Isaac w:1s t ~.rc t:-!h .or e 

y~~1·s old whe n she b or e them. And the boy t; greH; crnd I.:sau was 

a cunni ng hun t er, a anan of t he field; and J n cob wa s a quie t tuan , 

~w~ lllng ln tents. Now Isaac l oved Esau, be cau~e he dld e a t 

of h1 s venlson; and Rebelcah l ov.:: d Ju cob. / ,m l J acob s od pott age ; 

an<.! £:->au car.1~ in from t he f i e l d, and he wa s faint. Al1d Esau 

sai d t o J acob: ' Let me s wa llow, I pray th:.: ~ , s ome of thi s r ed, 

r ed pottage ; t o r I am f a int .• Theref ore was his narr.e called 

Edom. And J acob a a1d: 'Swear to me f1ra t ; ' a 11d he s \mr e unto 

him; and he s old his birthright Wlt o Jacob. And Jacob ga ve 
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E3au bread and pottage of lent1la; and he d1d eat and drink, 

and r ose up> and went h1a way. So Esau de spised h1s birth

right. 



CHAPTER PIVE 

Genesis 25:22-34 

AND THE CHILDREN STRUGGLED TOGETHER 

Bere3h1t Rabba 63:6 

WITHIN HER ( Gen . 25 : 22 ) R. J ohar.an and Resh Lakish discussed 

this. R. Jol~J nun aa1d: Each r a n to slay the other. ne sh 

L~lc1 :>h s .. .dd: Euch annulle d the laws of lh~ c t h..: c . H. L~l~~kinh 

obse.l'v~d 1n R. Levi' s n:lme: Do n ot t hink tli" t only urL.r is-

suj n..; into the l ight of the wor ld was he (E::au) :m t~1._j( ~1 iat1c 

t o h 1 m, but e ven while still 1n h1s mother ' ~ wc. •. D Ii!.:.: l'l !.1 1.. 

st1·c t ched out aga inst him: thus 1t 1s wr1 t t e n, 'l' l L~ \-JlGr.ED 

S'l'HETCH OUT T HEIR FISTS FROM Tli.E WOMB (Ps. ~ ;, : 1l) . 

,'\Nl.J 'i'i lJ~ CHlLOREN ST HUGG LED TOGE'rHER tiITlllll i EH . 

Th· 'i noui.~la t to run wlthtn her. Whe n 3he :..t.<. o d n~e1• synagogues 

or sd'oOl:l , J ncou struggl e d t o <:om~ out ; hv i.ue 1 t is wr1 tten, 

DI:.PO!t8 I l•'Oitli·:D •rJ lEE Il~ THE BELLY, I }C,EH 'i'J.EE (.Jer. ) : 5) . 

Whill.? when she iiassed idolatrous temples, E~au eagt?rly struggled 

to c ome out; henca 1 t is written, THE WICKED ARE E!.>T fUilWED 

1''R0M T i!E WOMB ( Ps. 58: 4) . 

AND SHE SAID: IF I T BE so, WHEREFORE AM I THUS? R. H~3ga1 said 

in R. Isaac 's name : Thls teaches tha t our moth~r Rebekah went 

about to women' e housea a nd asl<..!d them: 'Did you suffer so much 

1n your t1rn~? I f the pain of c h i ldren is so great~ would that 

I had no t becornl.! pregnant.' 

Y&lkut Shlmon1 pages 514-516 
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AHD THE CHILDREN S?RUGQLED TOGETHER WITHIN HER. 

R. Yol}anan sa1d, This one r an to kill that one and that one ran 

to klll this one. R. Simeon b. Lakish, This one negat ed the 

commands of that one, and that one negat e d the cor.1mands of this 

one. R. Levi said that you should not say from when he came 

out from the womb of his mothe r th.J. t he wao 3tt ..lcl ing him, r ather 

while he was still in his mother• s womb. h1:J .r1:· t w :s dire ~ted 

against hina . As it ie written ( Ps. 58 : 4) THE ~H <..:i ,'" D !\HE ESTRANGED 

1''ft0M THE WOMB. Another 1nterpretat1on, A.ND THE CHILDzl!!:N STHl!liC LEIJ. 

When she passed in front of houses of idolatry, Esau ~truggled 

to come out, the wicked are estranged from the womb , they go 

astray from the womb. When she would pass 1n front of houses 

of worship and of study , Jacob would struggle t o get out . Aa 

it ls written (Jer. 1:5) BEFORE I FORMED THEE IN THE BELLY, I 

KNEW THEE. 

AND SHE SAID , l.P IT BE SO ••• 

It 1s taught that Rebekah, our mother, would go past the openings 

(of the l~ouoes ) of the women, th~ would say: Did this much suf

fer1n 11 ct;rnc to yCJu wt~en your tlwe h..i.d come? I1 t l:is be t he pain 

of c:hll at·e n, then wr uld tha t I ha d not b~co1nt: i:;reL n~rnt. 

AtsD r1'HE CHILDH.iW S'rftUGGWD ••• 

Tha t ih«...:y we re apportioned for th1a world and the wor l J to come . 

At thut same moment, Sama l wanted to elay J::icob l r1 h1 :i 01othe1~ • s 

womb , but Michael stood up acainst him. At thr.a t s~·.e :uom~nt, 

Michael wanted to burn Samal, until the Holy One , Ble:,:;ed be He, 
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placed courts between them. 

M1dra sh Ha-Gadol pages 433-435 

AND THE CHILDREN STRUGGLED ••• 

R. Yo~anan sald, This one ran to elay that one, and that one 
... 

i•uu to s lay this one . Re sh Lakish ea1d: This one negated the 

co .. :nwnds or thcst one and tha t one negated the commands of th1s 

orie. R. B.:! r ek1a s a id when our mothe r Rebekah would pas s in 

t'ront of hou3es of i dolatry, Esc:i u wc.rnld s t l'uggle to come out. 

'l'hus 1t is wrH:t~n (Pa. 5U : 4) Tl:£ WlCKED Af1 i:.: E: l ltf'.llGED FROM 

TH!:.: WOf/J3 . W11eri ah~ would pass 1 n 1 ron t r; f huu.rns of ,.;~rship 

and of s tudy, J acob would strui::Fle to cor.1~ out . '!'bus i t 1s 

written (Jer. 1:5) BEFORE I FOH.rn:;D 'l'hEE IN 'l'HE BELLY, I KNEW THEE. 

R. Levi, in the r1ame of R. Simeon , while b0th the righteous and 

wicke d are 1n the wombs or their mothers: the Hol y One, Bl essc?d 

be He, makes known their actlonn . Whnt does i t mean , vay1 Lrc.; -:. .·- • 
l 

t zu? That they rose CJld tell like the wa vl?s of the ocean . 'rLis 

one says , I shall go out first . Es3u said to J acob : If you 

don 't allow me to go out first, I will kill my mother, and I 

will get out by mea ns of a Ceeearean sectio~ . Jacob said, Thia 

wicke d one is shedding blood from his (very) beginning. And he 

let him go out first. 

AND SHE SAID, IF THIS BE SO •••• 

R. Hana1 said in the name of R. Isaac: Thia teaches that our 

mother Rebekah pass<:d in front ot the women's houses and said 

to them , Has this trouble come to you? If this be the affliction 
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ot women, would that I had not bec01De pregnant . 

Another interpreta tion, Those who interpret the law metaphori

cal l y say, Rebekah spoke betore the Holy One , Bles sed be He: 

Mas t e r of the Uni verse , If it is s o that i n the f ut ure Esau 

n1 l l kill, destroy compl e t e ly the be l ove d or wi s dom, t ha t shall 

be 1n t he f ut ure from amongst the childrc?n of Jac0') , \¥ho wi ll 

say b~ 1' or e y OU ( Ex. 16; 2 ) Ol' 'l'HIS ~EA IS MY GO fJ . and t o whom 

sha l l y ou s :1y on Mount Si na i , {Ex . 20 : 2 ) I AH 'l'll P. LORD YOUR 

GOD? I t!11Ded1at ely her i ns ide s cons t r l cted .:rnd she stoc.d i n 

prayer . 

Bere sh1t Rabba 63:7 

TWO NATIONS ARE IN THY WOMB (Oen . 25:23) 

There nre two nations in thy womb, each t aking pride 1n his 

world and each in his kingdom . There ar c? two r uler s of nations 

1n thy wo111b, Hadrian of the Gentiles and Sol omon of I srael . 

Anot her interpr e t ation: Two (peoples ) ha t ed by t he nations 

a r e in thy womb: all heathens hate Esau , and all hea t hens hate 

I s r ael . The hated of t hy Cr eat or i s 1n thy womb, as it ls 

written, Btn' ESAU I HAT~D (Mal. 1: 3 ) . 

AND TWO PEOPLES SHALL BE SEPARATED FROM THY BOWELS 

R. Berek1ah said: Thia shows tha t he (Jacob) wa s born clrcum

c1aed. 

AND THE ONE PEOPLE SHALL BE STRONGER THAN THE C1£HER PEOPLE 

R. Helbo sa1d 1n the name ot the School or R. Shila: Hi therto 



one might speak or Sabteca and Raamah, but trom thee shall 

arise Jewa and Arameans (Romans). 

AND 'l'HE ELDER SHALL SERVE THE YOUNGER 

R. Huna commented: If he (Jacob ) is deserving , he (Esau) shall . 
serve hlro; 1r not, he (Esau) shall enslave him. 

Yall<ut Shimon! pages 516-517 

•rwo lMTIONS IN HER WOMB 

'rwo proud ow~s , Hadrian among the heathens, end Solomon 1n 

l s r :1el. lf:.tted by the lie a thens. All the nations hate Israel, 

all t 1 .~ rn1t1ons hate Enau. Their h o. tred was as chlld1·~n 1n 

tha Wl lltlb. f\S 1t 18 written, ( f"a l. l: 3) AND ESAU I l!A'rED. TWO 

UllTl ONS l7RtJM YOUR WOMB. Prom here we know that he (Ja cub) 

J\ 1'4U ~ i : .i·; PE0!'LE 0HALL BE STRONGEH ••• 

Up t.o h1:r~ tL•':t t 1 ~,c be<!n c a l l e d Sabteca and Ra a111ah. Prom here 

If he i t.: W\J l ll.y, he nk ill J <! rve (hlr 1), 1r !"u 1:. m .-t w:.w U :r , he 

... hall e113 l :w e h .i. 111. 

TWO NATI<Jl-i.; AI{E JN 'rHY WOMB 

He said to her / you are like a field that haa been so\m and 1t 

SUl.!ceed8, and filled the grain storehouses and the silos of wheat . 

He said, let the field be blessed that fille d the grain store

houses and the silos of ~heat. Thus, the Holy One, Blesoed be He, 

said to Rebekah, there ehall be peace in t11. vineyard that shall 

in the future fill the Garden of Eden with the r1E;hteoc.s ones 
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and Geb1nom with the wicked ones. 

TWO NATIONS ARE IN THY WOMB 

R. Yeh~da sa1d, Rav sa1d; Don't read goyim (nations), ~ad gayim 

(prv~d ones). This is Antoninus . 

AND ONE PEOPLE SHALL BE STRONGER THAN THE CYl'HER PEOPLE 

R. Nachm.Jn said, From the beginning they brought libations f1·om 

' Judah, t hat their wine should not f e rment until t i • .?Y had put 

l~~vc:Ung into i t. And t hey call it just vinegar. Now , t he 

wlu.? of Edem doe~m ' t f er ment W1 t 11 they add leavening and they 

call 1t Edom1te v1.nai;ar . Thi s i n order to f ulfill that which 

is ~1,1 tten , (Ez. 26: 2) I SHALL bE li' lLLED Wl'l'H l · R THA'l' I S LAID 

WAS'fE. I f one ls filled, th.i s ~s dc!.tre-'/!..!d . R. Ua~hi. :Jn b . 

Isaac said from here, AND O~E Pl:OPLl!. SHALL .t3E S'l'fiOllGEH 'l'!iAN 

THE Ol'HER PEOPLE Caeaerea and Jer u3alein , it a man s ays t o 

you , both have been destroy~d or both are inhabi t ed , do not be

lieve him . Caeserea ls destroyed and Jeru3.J. l em i s 1nhabit ·:: d , 

believe him . As 1t 18 written, (Ez. 26: ~ ) I SHALL BE FILL~D, 

and it 1s written (Oen . 25: 23) ONE PEOPLE SHALL BE STHONGER 

THAN TJIE <Yl'HER PEOPLE . 

MldL'U3h Ha- Gu.dcl pages 436-437 

TWO NATIONS ARE IN THY WOMB 

He (God) sa id to her , My daughter, I am telling 7ou things or 

mystery that no per 3on know3 of . Two nations are 1n your womb> 

how s hall you hold onto them . The entire world cannot hold 

onto them, a8 1t is written {Gen. 36:7) AND THE LAND OF THEIR 
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SOJOURNINOS COULD Not' BEAR THEM. Your womb , how sh.all 1t hol d 

them? Another interpretation . TWO NATIONS ARE III Tlrl WOhB. 

Gayim 1a written (howeve r). This one exalted lt1& world , end 

t ha t on .~ exalted his world. Another 1nterpret.~ t1 1.11. One 

exal l !; d the Torah, a s 1 t 1e wrl tten (Ps. 47: 5) HE CHOO.:;.c."'TH OUR 

I l"i!t.RIT /UJCE . And on~ exalts t1•anngl•ession, as it is wr1tt~n, 

(Lum. 9 : 13) THE !<'EAR 01' THE LORD I S HATED. Another interpreta

tion . And from one or them will come out he who s hall bui ld 

tho temple tor he is the pride of our s trength, as 1t ls writ

ten, (Ez. 24 : 21) BEHOLD I WILL PROFANE MY SANCTUARY. And who 

lo this, Solomon. Prom one ot them shall come out he who sh3ll 

go up ar.d destroy it. Who is th1R one, 1t 1a Ve spasi an, the 

wlclced . 

• • • !)HALL BE SEPARATED PROM YOUR BOWELS. R. Berekia said, From 

he r e We? know th3t Jacob was born c1rcumc1aed . 

AND THE ONE PEOPLE !;HALL BE STflONOEn... He (God) said to her, 

the two or the10 wi ll not b ehave in the s ame: ma1u1c1• . While Es au 

is r a ising up princes, J acob 1s ra1~1ng up ~rophets. Esau 

raises up pr1nceo, Jacob r aise:.> up lrlngs. A.'1other interpretation. 

In the sama way that Esau tl'amples the world, as 1t 13 written, 

(Dan. 7 :23) AND IT SHALL DEVOUR THE \..HOLE l::ARrH, AND SHALL TREAD 

IT DOWN AND BREAK IT INrO PIECES. Tilus ::Jha ll Jacob tr.:.impl~ the 

world, as lt i s written , (Is . 41:14-15) !t'i!AR ?JOl' , TllOU WOli:'1 JAC0B, 

and it 18 w1•1tten, THOU SHALT THRESH THE MOUl-JTA I NS AUD MAKE Tl1Li1 

SMALL. 

.. 
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AND THE ELDER SHALL SERVE THE YOUNGER (Oen. 25:23) 

I don't Solow it the elder shall serve or the younger shall serve, 

but as long as it says, (Gen . 27:40) BY YOUR SWORD SHALL YOU 

LIVE AND YOUR BRCYrHER YOU SHALL SERVE, this teaches that the 

el~cr sha ll serve the younger. Another interpre tation. AlID 

THE ELDER . . . R. f!una said, 1f he roe r1 ts, he will serve him, 

H' not, hi! will enslave him . 

B<.: 1·-: s hit Hahba 63: d 

AND Wlll:.N liI::H DAYS TO BE DELIVERED WERE }l'U Ll~ ILLf.D (Gen. 25: 24) 

In the ca:;e furthe r on the period was abr j dr;~d, whe~eus here? 

it w:in comple t e . Belo\'/, te'omi':! is writt irn fully (with a 

waw) for Perez nnd Zera}) wei•c both right~~us, whereas hare i t 

is written defectively (without a waw), because of J acob nnd 

Esau, one was righteous , while t he other was wicked . 

Yallcut Sh1moni page s 517-518 

BEHOLD THERE WERE TWINS IN HER WOMB 

Her c 1t 1s written in deficient script and further on 1n full 

script. Further on, (Gen . 38 :27), te•om1m, full. Because both 

of them, Pere z and Zerah, were perfect. And here, Esau and 

Jacob, one was wicked and one was r1r;hteo'.l3 . 

M1d1·aah Ha-Gadol page 439 

BEHOLD, THEHE \.'ERE TWINS •••• 

Te' omim is not written, rather tom1m, tor one was righteous, and 

one was w1clced . 
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Derc !ihit nubba 63:8 

AND ·rm:: 1-'! ltST CJ\HE POR1'H RUJJl)Y (Ge l1. 25: 25 ) 

n. 1!:1c ga1 s;.1d 1n R. l!Hl~c' s n c1mc: As a l'e\'i ard for ( obed1(! n c e 

t o My c 0111m. tJ 1J), (Lr:V. 23 :40) A!W YJ·, Si!ALL 'rAIO:: YOU OlJ '!.'HE 

.Fl h:1 l' D.\ Y, l \-1111 r c ve::d unto y oa the F1 .:-:-. t., an.i ;.. v~n ~: on 

t h •} f1r3t, \<i lll r e build the fir3t, and br11.J yuu the r:.rst. 

I will r e veal unto you the £1r st; as tt oa ys, ( Is. 44: 6 ) I AM 

'rlffi 1''IHST, AND I AM THE LAST j and avenge you cm the f 1rst, 

viz. Esau, or whun1 1t 18 writte n AWJ 'J'llli Fl tS1r CAM.C FOR'fH; 

and will rebuild for y ou the fi rst, vi~ . th•) Ter .ple , or which 

it is written, (Jer . 17:12) THOU '£li i\ONE OF' GLO.i<Y, ml llIGH 

I?ROM THE FIRST I THOU PLACE OP OUR .:.il\NCl1Ul\l\'Y ; a nd will bl'l ns 

you the .firs t, viz. the royeil Mi.:sul...1.h , ot' 1/i10m i t l s ,. r"i t t •• n. 

(Is . 41: 27) A 11ARBU1GER lTITTO ZI ON WI LL I GI \TE: rn ... : ~ci. :.; ;. . 1~ fj .JLJ J 

THEM, AND UN'rO JERUSALEM , etc. Another comment: Why ol ·j Sau.u 

1saue first? So that he might issue and all the ct' .f'e.1:;1 vu mj, t

ter with him. R. Abbahu said: Like the bath-attendant who 

first scours the bath and then washes the king's sonj so also 

d1d Esau issue first so that he might come out together With 

the otfens1 ve matter. A matron a5l<ed R. Jose b . ~alafta: Why 

did Esau issue first? Because the first drop was Jacob's, he 

answered her. For consider: if you place two diamonds in a 

tube, does not the one put in first come out las t? So also 

the flrst drop was that wh~ich rorme d Ju cob. RUDDY. R . Abba b. 

Kahana said: Altogethe 1• a shedder of blood. And when Samuel 
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saw that David was ruddY1 as it ia wr1tten1 (Isam. 16:12) AND 

HE SEHr • AHD BROUGJfl' HI M IN. NOW HE WAS RUDDY• he was smitten 

with tear 1 thinking he t oo might be a murderer . But t he Holy 

One 1 Bl essed be He , r eassured him that he wus WITHAL OP BEAUTI

FUL EYES (1b.) (which meant) E:iau slew by hi s 0\-ln impulse, 

whereas he (David) would slay onl y on the sentence of the court . 

The emperor Diocletian was (origi nally ) a s wi ne he:cd near 

T1ber1as. Wheneve r he car.Je near a school, .;i111 ur·.' ll Wuv l d come 

out and beat him . Later he be came emper or .md 1cnl wi..1 st:.iy~d 

at ¥an~as, and sent lette rs t o Tiber ias j ust before t h •! eve c:· 

the Sabbath, with the order: "I command t he Rabbis of t he J~ws 

to appear before me on Swiday morning ." He further 1n:J truct ed 

the mes senger not to give them the mes sage untll just bef or e 

Friday evening . When R. Samuel b. Na chman went down to bathe , 

he saw Rabbi standing before his acsdemy with his face all pale. 

On enquiring why he was so pale 1 he t old him of t he l e tters sent 

him by t he emper or . "Go and bathe , 11 he told hi m, 11 f or God w1 l l 

perrorm a miracle for you .'' So he went in to bathe 1 and t here 

a bath opr1 t i! came jesting and dancing t oward t h2m. R..'lhbi 

w1shad t o scol d l11m , but R. Sar.1ll;~l b . Nal·hrn""n o.lid t o hlm: 

" Leav e him alone, for :.iom~timcs hlG comi ni:; her alds a n.J !«J.c le. 

"Your maste1" 1s i u distress, yet yc.u frolic, 11 he !'""b ukt!c him. 
11 00 h .:>me , e at and keep the Sabba th with c oou ch.::el' fol" your 

crea~or wil l pertorrn a mlracle for you , and I w111 s~ t you Sun

day morning wher e you dasire. 11 At the t~rrn1nat1on of t he Sabbath, 
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after the Service, he (the sprite) took them and set them be

f ore the gates or Paneas. He (the Emperor) was in!'ormed: Lo, 

they are st.::md1ng bcfo1•e the gates. Then let t he gat e3 be 

c l <1 oed , he ut>dered . Thereupon he, (the de111on) t ook t ho::?rn and 

a~ t tl.e111 on lhe r :l1(1µart of t he town. On be ing upp1•int'.'d ot: 

thin, he ( D1oclet1an) e xclaimed: " I command th.i t t he bat hs 

be liua t e d .for thre e days, the n let theJ'Tl go and bathe t he rein 

a1.J tt1.:n J!J{lt.:ar bel'ure me." The bat h s were acc ,>r J lngly heated 

the S\i1.l.l;h ....: rd We did 1ndt.:c d 1n:rnlt, b ut. t u Dll•f•LLj<JJ. t h.: 

e1.11k ror we itl'e loyal subjects," they m1~v:~red. 'nve 11 :lo, .. he 

1'1>.1) 11P.d, " you tuus t not 1ns ul t the hWT!blest Rorn._n or t he meru1est 

soldier . " 

ALL OVER LIKE A HAI.RY MANI'LE 

R. llun!na b . Isaac said: Everyone (of his descendent s ) 1s eli-. 
g1ble for a mantle (toga ) . The Rabbi s or the South in R. 

Alexandr1 1 s name , and flahabah in the name of R. Abba b. Kahana, 

s aid: He came out destined t o be altogether scattered like the 

chaff in the threshing-room t'loor, aro it is writte n, ( Dan . 2 :35) 

TW::N WAS Tl£E IRON •••• BROKEN IN PIECES TOGE'l'liER, Alm !sl::CM!Z LI!-::E 

THE CHJ\Fl' OF THl:: SUl-U•tER THRESHING-FLOORS. R. H~mj :1:i b. Isu.:tc . 
said: Why will they become like the chaff ot the swn~e~ t hreshing 
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floors? Because they attacked the noble ones. 

AND THEY CALLED HIS NAME ESAU 

It ls for nought that I created him in ?>ty universe. R. Isaac 

said: (God declared) Ye have E;1ven a name to your swine (Esau); 

tl ~n I t,oo Hlll name My fir::itborn , ao it says, (Ex. 4: :2 ~ ) 

'l'liU ~.J ...:A l '£H 'l'HE LORD: ISRAEL I S HY SON , MY FIR!: ~·BOHH. 

Y1 .. d l -u t Sll l moni paceu 518-5~1 

Alm 'l'liE l•'Ilt:'.!' CAME FORrH RUDDY 

Dy l.he merit of the fil•st one, I am revealed to you first, 

and t~ar you away from the t1rat, and build ror you firot and 

bring to you .first. By the merit (Lev. 23:40) AND YOU SHALL 

TAKE FOR YOU ON THE FllIBT DAY. I wos revealed to you first, 

(Is . 44:6) I AM THE FIRST AND I AM THE LAST. And tear you 

f1•om the first, AND THE FIRST CAME FORTH RUDDY. And build for 

you first, this 1s the temple. As 1t is written, (J~r .. 17:12) 

TH!.:: THRO?lE OF GLORY ON HIGH FROM THE BEGIUNING. And I will 

bring to you firot, this is the anointed king, as it is written, 

( Is. IH:27) 1rHE FIRST 'l'O ZION Bt::HOLD ., BEHOl.D THEM. Another 

1ntc1·pre tat1011: Why did Ea au come out fi:-s t? In order that he 

sho t4ld come out .filled with blood aud hL; of1"en:J1Ve rn;.; tter should 

coii1e out with him. Thin 1s like th~ b.::t tliing r.>aster who clean3 

the bathtub, and afterwardu wa.Ghea the t> 0 n or the kJ ne;. 'l'husly. 

why did he (Esau) come out f1l'st? In order that he should come 

out and all his offensive matter witn him. A woman asked R. 

Yosi b . Halafta, Why did Esau come out first? He sai d to her, 
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the t1rat drop waa Jacob. For example, it I put two pearls 

in a tube, the t1rat one that you put 1n, 1t will come out 

last. Thusly, the first drop was Jacob . 

RUDDY ••• 

As it he were ap1111ng blood . Because Samuel saw that David 

was ruddy, 1t 1a written, (!Sam. 16:12) AND HE SENI', AND 

BROUGHT HIM IH AND HE WAS RODDY . Immediately, he was afraid, 

he said, Even th1e one will shed blood l1ke Esau. The Holy 

One, Blessed be He, said to hlm (ibid ) WITH BEAUTIFUL EYES. 

EBau, trom hia own will, kills. This on«~ ( JJ.:tvld) by the will 

ot the Sanhedrin, he kills . The Ei:.pt!ror lt1ocle l i an .. . . 

(The remainder or the story is the same as cited above in the 

material rrorn Bereshlt Rabba 63: 8. ) 

ALL OVER LIKE A HAIRY MANI'LE 

Each one is worthy or a mantle. All was scattered like the 

chatt on the threshing floor . (Dan. 2:35) THEN WAS THE IRON ••• 

BROKEN lN PIECES TOGETlllill, AND BECOME LIKE THE CHAFF OF THE 

StJ?.~lER THRESHING FLOOR. Why will they become like the chart 

or the sumrrier threshing floor? Because they attacked the great 

ones. 

AND THEY CALLED HIS NAME ESAU 

It ls tor naught thnt I created him 1n my universe. R. Isaac 

said; You have given a name to your swine {Esau); then I t oo 

tdll r1 111Je n1y f1J.'Stborn. ( Ex. ~· ~22 ) THUS SAITH THE LORD, MY 

FI;~S'J' BORN SON IS I SRAEL. 
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A1fD THB PIRST CAME PORl'H RUDDY 

While he was still 1n his mother's womb, he drank her menstrual 

blood and come out reddish. Thusl7 he is called Edum. 

M1draah Ha-Gadol pages 439-440 

THE PIRST CAME FORTH RU ODY 

N. Aba s a id, a spiller of blood . Another interpretation: Ruddy, 

that he came out, him and hie offensive matter w1th him. Another 

interpretation: Huddy, tha t he 1a filled with blood , and that be 

hated the blood or c1rcumc1s1on, and that he ha ted the blood 

while it remained in the body 01' a m::m, aa l t 1:; \, r Jtt. :.:n (Ez . 35:6) 

SURELY THOU HAST HATED THINE OWN BLOOD, Tttt RE.ft'O th hLO '.:, D. • • A 

certain woman asked R. Yos1 b. ljalafta, she aa1d: Don't you CGY 

that Jacob 15 the beloved one? Wily then did Esau come out f1r n t ? 

He said to her: The first drop was Jacob, but Esau came out 

from the remainder of the blood, thus it 1s written, RUDDY. 

R. Abahu eaid, It is like the bathing master who first cle·ans 

the bathtub and afterwards bathes the king's s on . Thu3 , why 

did Esau come out t1rst? In order that he and all h1s offen81Ye 

matter with him should come out, and afterwards, Jacob came out • 

.Another interpretation: RUDDY. R. Yehuda said; if you have seen 

a man that his race is red or a completely wi ckl.! d pe: r~rnn s uch as 

Esau, or a completely rj ghteouu person suc.1 as DJ.vi d. I n the 

case of l:'::l;1u , ~h<J t i s wrlt t ._m, Ai'•D 'l'H}~ FIWJ'i' CfJ.:£ F O!{.il .h iDDl. 

For D..i vid, \~ hclt i s ·written , (IS:.tal. 16:12 ) AND hE \/A.S HUlJDt ~ 'll!.'T 

WITH BEAzyfIFUL EYES. 
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ALL OVER LIKE A HAIRY MANrLE 
2 

That he st1~tched his hand against the great ones or the gate. 

Anothe r interpretation: That in the future he wjll dentroy 

aynagoguea and houses o~ study , that in lh~m th~y Glorify the 

name or God. Another 1nterpret nt1ou: 11' 11..it a l l who m.d~e m·~n

t1on ot: his ( E!lau) nrune, the ir lia i:- ot;in11:3 up n ·ori r ea1•. 

ANU Tll£Y CALLED HIS NAME ESAU 

Ho is fL•1" n:iut:;ht 1n h13 world. A.ltv \..her 1nt~rprc:: tat1on: E:Jau 

1 0 wr1 tt c.: n with a shin, in the same way th;1l thls :uoth dorn1nJ. tes 

th t """""d con°wn••s it . 
3 

t:: g.1 1~:. 1~n, , ...... ... _ Thu2ly i s £;.;au, the wl..;l<ed , to 

Deresh1 t JLbba 63: 9 

AND J\l·-i'ER THAT CAME FORl'H HIS BROO'UER (Oen. 25: 26) 

A prefect asked a me~ber ot the ram117 of Sallu: Who will en

j oy power after us? (In reply) he brought a blank piece ot 

paper, took a quill and wrote upon it, AND AFTER THAT CAME 

1'"0RTJI HIS BRCYI'HER , AND HIS HAND HAD HOLD ON ESAU'S HEEL. Upon 

this the com1.1ent was made: See how ancient words become new 

1n the mouth of a Sage. Moreover, it teaches how much suffering 

was endur ed by tha t righteous man. 

Yalkut Sh1mon1 page 521 

AND Al?TER THA'f CAME FOhTH HIS BRWHER 

A certain prefe ct asked R. Oaml1el: Who will hold onto the 

kingdom after us? H~ took a piece of paper, he took a pen and 
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wrote on the paper, AND AFTER THAT CAME FCRrH HIS BROTHER, 

AND HIS HAND HAD HOLD ON ESAU'S HEEL . They said: Sec the 

ancient words be come new in the mouth of tr.e Scige. This was 

to 1nfom you how much trouble that rightc::oua man had to suf

fer . From here, you learn that the descend~nts of Esau do 

not fall Wlt11 a r emnant or J acob shall com~ and break the 

lega Of the descendents of Esau on ft,ount SL: ir . As 1 t 1s 

written, (Nuro. 24:19) AND OUT OF JACOB SHALL O?!E HAVE DOMINION 

AND SHALL DESTROY TliE REl4NANT FROM THE CITY. 

Midrar.h Ha-Gadol pages 440-441 

Al-JD AFl'ER THAT CAME POfil'H HIS BROI'HER ••. 

What does it mean, HAD TAKEN HOLD OF ESAU'S HEEL? That h& 

holds onto his heel in an effort to cause him to !'all. Another 

1nterpr~tat1on: AND HIS HAND; There is no othe r kingdom 1n 

the world after the kingdom or Esau, except !'or that of Israel. 

The1·efore 1 t ts s a id, on the hee 1, close to 1 t. 'l'hus is 1s 

written, (Jo. 3:1) AND IT WILL BE THA'.r I WILL POUR MY SPIRIT 

OU'1' Oll ALL F LESlt. After the kingdom of E:>au; and about t hem 

it ls written, (Lev. 11:7} AND THE SWINE ••. Tha t it r eturns 

to the kingdom of its rr.ns t e r. Like 1n the matter wher·a it 1a 

wr1 tten' (Ob . 1: 21) AUD THE REDEEMEP.S SHALL 00 l1P TO "10UN'r 

ZION , TO RULE OVER MOUN'f ESAU AJ~D THE KilWDOM SHALL Bi THE 

LORD'S. 



Bereah.1.t Rabba 6):10 

A.ND THE BOYS OREW (Oen. 25: 27) 

R. Phineas said 1n R. Levi's name: They were like a myrtle 

anu a wild rose-bush growing side by aide; when they attained 

to maturity , one yielded its rragrance and the other its 

tnorna. So for thirteen year s b ot h w~nt t o schoo l and camd 

heme from r;choo l . Af t e r this ~ ; •: , one w.:nt t o th('; h ·.1 U -> .! of 

etuc y and t he othe r to i do l ;.i t.t·uu .J .,, nr i n.rn . R. Eh: .. ":.::u · ~ . R. 

S1111co11 u l<J : A man is r t! spcms i u l e f or hl s Jon u11 t U t.: : ~ ~ge 

of th1r·teen , the r eafter he must s ay, Ble !j:J\.! d 1!3 lie \-1 ho !'las 

now fi•e e d me from the respona1b111ty of this b c,y. 

MH> E~HiU WAS A CUNN ING HUtll'ER 

Ue ~11 ::. nu..r-ed people by their w<>rds .4 You dl11 not steal? Tell 

me who was your accompllce . You dld not murder? Hho was your 

acce!Jo17 ? R. Abbahu s a id: Ha was a trappel~ und a f l e ldstofin, 

t1•applng (1. e. de cei vlng ) at home and t r app:'.ng ln t.he J'1e le1. 

Tl'apping at hon.e {b:r a slc1ng) How do you tlthe s .J. lt? in th~ 

fle ld (by aslclng ) How do you ti the str aw·? H. H1yya b . Abb:t 

said: He roade himself free t o all like a rield . I srae l cried 

out before God~ Sovereign of the Universe ! I s 1t 11.:>t \!nuugh 

tha t we have been subject to the sev~nty natlon3, but must be 

subJ~ct to this one too, who 1s immor a lly abused li ke women? 

The Holy One, Blessed be He , anewered t hem: Th·~refore will I 

t oo punish him with those v~ry wor u3, a3 it sayd , (Jer. 49: 22) 

AtlD 'r ll.E i IBART OF 1'HL MIGJfl'Y ~IBN 01•' i:;J 1UM hT T.fiAT DAY SMALL BE 
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AS THE HEART OP A WOMAN IN HER PANGS. 

AND JACOB WAS A QUIET MAN, DWELLING IN TEtlrS 

In two tents, viz. 1n t he academy of Shem and the academy ot 

libt! r . 

YaJkut Sh1mon1 521-523 . 

AND THE BOYS GREW UP 

They were like the myrtle and the w1ld rose-bush. one on top 

or t he other . And when they had grown,, this one ga ve ott h1a 

trag1~ance, and this one his thorns. Thusly all thirteen years 

t ha t the two of them went t o s chool , after t hirteen yca:-s 0 1' 

school this one went to school, and that one went to houses ot 

idol worship . R. Eleazar b. Si meon said, A roan ha a to take 

care of his child Wlt11 the age of thirteen . After thirteen 

years or age he should say, Blessed is He who is the one who 

has freed rue from the responsibility or this one . 

AND ESAU WAS A CUNNlliQ HU?fl'ER 

He ensnared creatures by his words . 5 You did not steal? Who 

stole with you? You did not slay? Who slew with you? R. 

Abbahu said: A trapper and a f1eldsrnan . He tr.~pped at home,, 

he trapped 1n the field. Trapped at home ; llow c.lo~s one tithe 

salt? Trapped 1.n the t1elds; How does one tithe straw? R. 

Abba b . Kahana said: He made h1mselt free like a field. Israel 

said before the Holy One , Blessed be He, Master of the Universe, 

isn't it enough that we have been subject to the sevent y nations,, 
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but llU8t we be aubJect to th1e one who is degraded like women? 

The Holy One, Blessed be He, said, By those words I w1ll punish 

him. As 1t is ea1d, (Jer . 49: 22 ) AND THE HEART OF THE MIGHTY 

MEN OF EDOM ••• 

AHD JACOB WAS A QUIET MAN 

There were two tents; the house or study or Shem and the house 

or study or Eber. 

AND THE BOYS GREW UP 

Jacob went on the path of lite. That he sat in tenta and occu

pieJ himself with the study of Torah, all his days. Esau went 

on the path of death. That he killed Nimrod, and Chiv~r, hie 

eon. Further, he wanted to kill J acob. (Gen . ~7:41) J..ET THE 

DAYS OF MOURNING POR MY FATHER DRAW CLOSE. Jacob ser ved 

Abi•aham, our father, for fifteen years, and Shern, fifty-e ight 

ycar!l . Shem served Methuselah for ninety-eight years , a s 1t 

1s written aboul Methuae l a h. 

JAt OB WAS A QUIE'f MAJ~ 

He W.J:1 born c1rcumc13ed . 

Mi ~ ~ash Ha-Gadol page 431 

AND 'fllE DOY'S GREW 

They gr~w l ike this bush. 

AHD £:.JAU I. ECJ.1.1.~ A MAN 

Al l thirteen ye~rs the two or them went to echool1 when they grew 

up, th1e on~ ~1a13 a 5p1ce and tha t one was a thorn . R. Eleazar 

in t he nam~ of R. Simeon said: All t hirteen y~ars a man r.ust 

.. 
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take oare ot his child. Prom there on he rnuet say, Praised 

be He who has treed me trom the respons1b111ty or this one. 

AND ESAU WAS A CUNNING HUNrER. 

Two g1,eat hunter3 did our mother, Rebekah, raise up. Esau, 

who hunted c r eatur e:J and kept them f1·om Wlde r t he winl~a or the 

Shal!hln.1. Jacob hunted creatures and brou6ht t hem clo:ie under 

the w111gs o f the Shccnlna, and 1•e turne d to t.he tent ~ . As 1t 

10 '-ll'll.um, fi,·JELLINO IN TEtll'S, that 1s, he re t u1·ned t o tent s. 

A t.eca t is not w1·1 ttc·n , r a ther t ent s. He rn.Hle U::!I! of many houses 

of :,\. tt...1). T1 i: hol~!w of study o i !:llo.!m an<J t.1 .e b . ur. ~ or s tudy of 

E l>~ !", d.ltd t he rtuut.e o f' s tu1.iy o f :.1.>1·;..hum. 

NOi/ l SM.C LOV-..t::D ESAU I B~CAUSE HE DID EA'r OP HIS VENI SOl! ( Ge r, • 

.! 5 ; ~1 > ) 

Cho!.ce tJ:cnt and choice wine wor e r e::;erved for his (I::aac •a ) mou t h . 

AND REBEKAH LOVED JACOB 

The more she heard h18 voice (engaged 1n study) t he strong~r grew 

he r love for him. 

Yalkut Shimon1 page 523 

NOW ISAAC LOVED ESAU, BECAUSE HE DID EAT OF HIS VENISON 

Cholce meat and choice wine for his mouth. 

REl3EKAH J .. OVED JACOB 

Each t1L1e she heard hie voice, l ove was added onto love . 
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Midrash Ha-Oadol pages 4-1-4-2 

NOW ISAAC LOVED ESAU ••• 

For our father , Isaac, knew not of the deeds of Esa~, that they 

WC:l'•.: i ndecent. Scripture sta tes, (Ps . 139: 21) SHALL TliE HA'l'l:. :.l 

OF GOD, I NOT HAT'F.? Why dld he l ove him? Ra t her, lie lovr·d h1 ,, 

in tlls appearance , 1n order to br1nb him closer and pu l l Llm 

al ottg . For behold .. how u:uch the more so 11' h{. l oved t1 H1 ;_ : :•J 

his deeds wo?re accursed, if he had hated him and kept hlu1 f dl' 

av.· 1y . Our rabbis have written., the right f'.hall draw close and 

th~ left ehall push away. There fore 1t 1s written, NOW I SAAC 

LC. VED ESAU . 

BECAUSE HE ATE OF HIS VENISON 

Another 1nterpretat1on: .BECAUSE HE ATE ..• Ood forbid, that 

our t'ather should have lo\•ed Esau because or tood. Rather he 

f cresaw, by the Holy Spirit, that in the future, Obadiah would 

come forth f rom him. That he hid from amongst th~ prophets of 

a~)d, one hundred people. Fifty and f ifty people i n a cave . He 

provided them with brea d and water. And thus 1t is written, 

HE ATE HIS VENISON . What dces venison algr.1fy in Gematr1a? 

One hundred and four. 'l'hat he s us t a ined one hundred people and 

gave four l oaves of bread to ea~h one. And Obadi a h was from 

amongst their children's children. It le writ t en, (IJSam. 6:12) 

'l'HE HOUSE OF OBED-EDOM . Thusly, Obadiah is from Edom, becau s e 

of thia; all of h1s prophecy is only concerning Edom . As it 1a 

written. (Ob. 1:1) THE VISION OP OBADIAH. THUS SAITH THE LORD GOD 
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COHCERNIMG EDON. The Holy One, Blessed be He, aa1d, Obadiah 

will go trom living between two wicked people, Achav and Isabel. 

He did not learn trom their deeds and he propheoied retribution 

on Esau the wicked, who lived between two righteous people, 

Isaac and Rebekah. He d1d not learn from their deeds. And 

thus it 18 written, (Ob . 1:18) AHD THE HOUSE OF JACOB SHALL 

BE A PIRE A.ND THE HOUSE OF JOSErH A FLPJIE I AHO ·rrn~ liOUSE OF 

ESAU FOR STUllBLE. 

Bereshit lbbba 63:11-12 

AND JACOB SOD POTTAGE (Gen. 25:29) 

What ts the purpose of th1a pottage? He (Esau) asked him. 

I wade it because that old man (Abraham) has died, he replied. 

Ju<4;ment has overtaken that righteous man, he exclaimed, then 

there 1& neither reward nor resurrection. But lo, the holy 

spirit cries out, (Jer. 22 :10) WEEP YE NOT FOR THE DEAD, 

W-ITHER BEMOAN HIM. WEEP YE NOT FOR THE DEAD, this applies 

to J\brahatn, BUT WEEP SORE POR HIM THAT GOETH, t o Esau. 

AND ESAU CAME IN FROM THE P lELD 

R. !'h1ne .. rn sa id 1n R. Levi' u 1.w 1e, c.nd tt.e Habbis in R. Simon• a 

nlJ.ITle : You flr.d that Abraham lived a hundred and seveuty-1'1ve 

years . Iaaac, one hundred and eighty. God withheld these f1ve 

years from Abraham's 11fe because Esau outr~ed a be trothed 

maiden and committed murder. Thus it says, AND ESAU CAME IN 

FROl'r! THE PIELD, which means that he violatod a betrothed maiden, 

as it says, (Deut . 22:25) Bt.11' IP THE MAN FIND 'l'IJP. DA:•!!".. .L THAT 
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IS BE'l'ltOTHED IJf THE PIELD, AND THE MAH TAKE HOLD OP HER, 

AND LIE WITH HER; While AND HE WAS FAUil' s1gn1f1es that he 

committed ~urder, as in the verse, (Jer . 4:31) FOR MY SOUL 

FAINl'ETH BEFORE THE MUnDERERS. R. Berektt!h .,;ml R. ~al.lea~ 

the elder said: He also committed theft, as you read, (Ob. 

1:5) IF THIEVES CAME TO THEE, IP ROBBERS BY NIGHT. Said the 

Holy One, Blessed be He: I made a promise to Abraham, assuring 

him (Oen. 15: 15) Btn' THOU SHALT 00 TO THY FATHERS IN l'EAC~; 

THOU SHALT BE BURIED IN A GOOD OLD AGE: ia thls a good old 

age when he sees his grandson practising idolatry, 1mrnoral1ty 

and murder! Better that he quit this world 1n peacet Hence 

1t is written, (Pe. 43: 4) FOR TH'i LOVING-KHSDNESS IS Bh"l'TEH 

THAN LIFE. 

Yalkut Sh1mon1 pages 523-525 

~o JACOB SOD PC1l"rAGE 

Es:n.i !laid \;O h1rn, Wha t 1a the purpose ot this dish? Ha aaJ.d 
6 

to him: l31:icc..lu: :e th.Jt old man has died. He said to hlm: 

Jull.:,:11:..:nt. haa cor.1e to him , that old man, thel"e is neiU:.~r the 

glvtng of i•ewards nor resurrection. 1rhe Holy Spirit sa1d to 

him: (Jer . 22:10 ) WEEP Nor FOR THE DEAD, this was Aura.n~n . 

WEEP FOR HE THAT GOES , this 1s E3au. 

Al'D JACOB SOD PU'I"l'AGE 

It 1s taught tha t on the same day that Abraham, our father, 

d1c d, Jacob, ou.r father, prepared a dish of lentilo in ordar to 

.comro1•t Isaac, our father. What 1o the s1gu1f1cance of lentils '? 



- 53 -

Juat ae the lent1la are round, so mourning comes r ound . There 

are those who say, j ust as the lentil has n o mouth, 80 the 

mourner has no mouth. It (the lentils ) 18 .i"llon1";s t t h -_ ;1 1n 

ord~r tu c omfort thos e who come (to visit). R. Yoh~111 .. d \ s a id : 

Five tr.1.1l:J~re:Js1ons did this wicked one com:.1it on th.ll ~ ai .1 .? 

day. lie had intercourse w1.th an e n\!g:igeJ g l rl, a :. it 1~ writ 

ten , ESAU CAME IN FROM THE FIELD. As it i 3 wr.l Lte n t l1 ::- ra , 

( R!u t . c2: 27) FOR HE FOUND HER IN Tl!E F!f:LD. ll~ c ui .1.11 t te d tiur

de1~ . It ie writ t en here, llE WAS FAIN!'. and 1 t 1a wri L t.i:n th~ X"e, 

( J er. 4 : 31 ) MY SOUL FAINTE.'TH B!::.J?OHE THE MlJH!JEllli l\5 . H•. d~spnl re J 

for the rc~urrection or tht! deacl. It t.J w:- ~tr\.. n he:- .~ . EEHui.D, 

I AM AT 'l' !lli POINT TO DIE. He de spai r e d of the be lief jn Gvd, 

1t 1s wr i tte n h~re , WHA'f I S THI S TO t1B, ana 1t 1:.> w:~!Lten tnti•e , 

(Ex. 15: 2 ) THIS I S MY GOD, AND I WILL GLORU.'Y HIM. H\: s cor•ned 

th~ b1rthl•1ght, as it 1s written he re, AND ESAU DEsr r L· . D hlS 

BIR'l'HlUGlrr. You find that Abrah.'.lm lived onl..' h uinll \?d u::d s :.: venty

f1ve yea rs, and Isaac live d one hundred and e 1t;!lty Y<.!~rs. Tl1~ 

five years tha t the Holy One , BJ eusoct be He. wi thhe ld from his 

lil'e w~re on account or the five s j n s whlct. he ( Es~u ) cor.u!:!ltt s d . 

The Holy One , Bles3ed be He , oaid: I ha ve }Jr orn1sed t o Ab1•a harn 

and t o you, t ha t you shall go t o yt11.tr f a thers i n pea ~e , ( Ge n . 

15: 15) Etrr THOlJ SHALT GO TO THY FATHERS IN I•EACE; TUOu SHI.LT 

BE BUR!EU IN A GOOD OLD AGE. This is a good old a ge, ~ee1ng 

yow> grandson comrn1tt1ng idolatry, adultery and murde r ? Bette r 

for him lha t he should leave 1n peace. As it is writte n, (Ps. 63:4} 

F OR YOUR LOVIHG-KINDtIBSS IS BFJI'TER THAN LIFE . 
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M1drnsh Ha-Gadol pages 442-444 

AND JACOB SOD P<n"l'AOE 

Scrlptuce has come to teach you the humility of J~cob, our 

father. Con1e and see ho\-1 many men-servants and m31u-scrvants 

bel onc-=d t o h1s father. When he came back from t hl? hcuse of 

etudy, he sent them out, tha t thl? Y ml z l: t :~ ..!- ~E:p . He dld nc-t 

wi~h t o excite or g r ieve a slnGl e ou e or tne r:i , who ~F.!t·va d h1111 . 

nat.!i.! I" , h~ ~ :.. .·, ,. cJ .:i.n J cooked him!;e l r. 

AJ,D I:;~~f\ U CMlE IN FROt~ 'rHE FIELD 

R. l :>h1:1uel aa1d, on tlut s a me d.iy, he did not cat~h any ga ::ae 

and while he was etlll in the f leld, he smelled the odor of 

lentils. Jfe came and s a1d to J acob: Give me s ome of that red 

oturr to eat. He (Jacob) said to him: Hed you came forth 

froru your mothar•a womb and red rood you have loved, thusly 

ehall your name be called Edom. Another interpretation: AND 

JACOB SOD ParTAOE. Esau came in f:t•om the fie ld and he was 

weary. It 1s t aught that on the day Abraham, our rath~r, de

pa1'ted from the world, Jacob made a dish from lentils to con

sole Isaac, our father. Why was it of lentils? Rabba b. Marl 

said: He said 1t as they say it in the West ; Jus t as the len

til ls r ound , oo too does mourning come around. There are those 

who say, Jus t as the lentil has no mouth, so the mou.rn~r has 

no mouth. What difference does it make? It r e lates to whether 

one Bives cmofort with eggs . 

AND ESAU CANE IN FROM THE FIELD, AND HE WAS FAIITT 

R. Yol}anan said: This sarue one committed f'lve s ins ou that s ame 
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~. He had intercourse with a betrothed maiden, he murdered, 

he despaired or the resurrection of the dea d, and he despaired 

or the existence or Qod, and he reje cted the b1Pthr1ght. He 

had intercourse with a betrothed m~iden, where do \ 'I t ltnow thl s 

fro1n? It is wr1 tte n here, ESAU CAME IN FRCM THE l"I ELlJ. 1 t j s 

written there , (Deut. 22 : 27) FOR HE FOUND l1ER IN TUE FIELD. 

He committed murder, from where? It 1s written herE: , AND HE 

WJ\S FAitrr . It 1s written there, (Je r. 4: 31 ) FOR MY SOUL FAim'S 

lJF.PuRE TUR MURDEHEh'.S . He despaired of the r e surrection of the 

de3d . It 1s written, BEHOLD, I AM AT THE POINr TO DIE . That 

he despa ired of the belier 1n God. It is writ t en , WHAT IS 

'i'HIS filKI'HRIOltr TO ME? And it i s written there, (Ex. 15:2) 

THIS IS MY GOD, AND I WILL GLORIPY HIM. He r ejected the birth

right, as it 18 written, SE ESAU DESPI SED HI S Bii'UHRIGiIT . 

Th~ Lord said, I have promised ftb~aham and I said to hl m, you 

shall be burled 1n peace. !3 t h i:J a good old age wl·,<!n he sees 

his grandson committing s ins and sp1111ng blood? Thia is a 

g ..... otJ old age? It 1s b e tter f or a r i ghteouo man to die in peace. 

As it i s written, (Ps. 43:4) FOR THY LOVING-KINDNESS I S B-~ER 

THAN LIFE . 

Beresh1t Rabba 63:12 

AND ESAU SAID TO JACOB : LET ME SWALLOW... (Gen. 25:30 ) 

R. I saac b . R. Ze'ira said: That wicked man opened his mouth 

wide like a camel's and declared: I open my mouth , and do yo\1 

go on pouring in, a s when we l earned: You must not s tuff a camel 
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nor force rood into its D1outh . 

SOME OP THIS rum, RRD PCfl"l'A(jE 

R. Johanan and Resh Lal:1sh expl ained this. R. Jcnanan said: 

Ile dt1oandad both his and his Patron's. Resh Laki ah said: He 

demund~d both his and t hat or those like him. He was red, h1a 

food ~as r ed. his land rt?d, his wa r·r1ors we r>e r ed, th~ lr garments 

were red, his avenger will be r ed, clad in red. Ile wa a red : 

(Geu . 25:25) AND THE FIRST CAHE FOH'l'H RUDDY . His fe;od was r~d : 

LET ME SWALLOW I PRAY 1'HEE, SOM!.:: OF 'fllIS tt:·:D, 1t:.D PC/l"l'AGE . J i1 ~ 

COWltry is red: (Gen. 32 :4) TO £0/\U 1118 BRCYI'l l..'..:: R Ull'l'{J 'l.'HE LAJW 

OF SEIR, TllE FIELD OF RED. His wa r r iors ;:; r ~ r e d : (N.11 • . ~: 4} 

THE SHIELD OF HIS MIGHTY MEN I S MP.fl::: RED. Their ~arn. •i1ts u1·c- 1'.,:d : 

( IL1d) THE VALIANr MEN ARE IN SCARLET. His AVd1~er w ~ 11 u~ r cJ : 

(Is. 63:2 ) WHEREFORE IS THINE APPAJEL RED? 

Y~ 1 k-ut Sh1mon1 page 525 

SOME OF THIS RED, RED PCYl'TAGE 

R. Yohanan said: That of both h1m and his patron. Resh Lakiah 

eaid: That or both h1s and of those like him. He was red: 

(Gen. 25:25) AND THE FIRST CAME FORTH RUDDY. His food was red: 

SOME OF' THAT RED, RED POTTAGE . His war.rlors were red: {Nah. 2:,) 

THE SHIELD OF HIS MIGlfl'Y MEN IS MADE RED. His clothes were red: 

(!Lid) THE VALIANI.' MEN ARE IN SCARLE'r. He who separates f.rom him 

is red: (S . s. 5: 10) MY BELOVED IS WHI'.i'E Aim RUDDY. Clad in 

red: (Is . 63:2) WHEREFORE ARE YOUR GARMENI'S RED? 
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M1draeh Ha-Oadol page 444 

LET ME SWALLOW, I PRAY THEE ••• 

Con~ern1ng him, scripture says, (Pr. 13: 25) THE BELLY OP THE 

WICKED SKALL BE WANTING . R. Isaac b . Za1r aa1d: This sanH 

wl clced wan opened his mouth like a camel and said: I open 'fDY 

mouth and you a.re d1sm1ssed and should be gone. In the same way 

it ls written, LET ME SWALLOW • •• We have l earned that one does 

not s tuff a camel nor force food upon it. Dut one may put 

some food in its mouth. Woe to those wicked ones to whom the 

world does not fill their belly . Thus 1t 1~ written, (Ps. 

5 :10) TIIEIR THROAT IS AN OPEN GRAVE . From this; RED, RED, 

there are two types of red: red wine a nd r ed lentils . 

Beresh1t Rabba 63: 13 

AND JACOB SAID, SELL ME TO-DAY (Gen. 25:31) 

Sell me one day of yours, he demanded . R. Al}a commented: Who

ever is able to calcula te (the period ot d1:;pers1on) will find 

tha t but one day did J a cob dwell (in peace) under the shadow 

of Eeau. 

Yalkut Sh1mon1 pages 525-526 . 

SELL ME TO-DAY • •• 

They said that while Jacob and Esau were 1n the womb ot their 

mother, Jacob aa1d to Esau: My brother, two worlds are before 

us. Th1s world has 1n it tood, drink, and bus ines s , talcing a 

wife and giving birth to children. However, in the wor l d to 

come, there are none of these attributes. Your desire draws you 

to this world, and I am drawn to the world to come . As it 
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1a wr1ttens SELL M! 'l'O-DAY YOUR BIRTHRIGHT, 11ke that day we 

were in our mother's womb. Immediately, Esau despaired ot tha 

resurrection or the dead, as it is written, BEHOLD, I AM AT 

THE POI.NT TO DIE . At the same time, Es a u t oolc hla portion, 

th1. s world. Jacob took his port1ou, the wo!' ld t o ccr.n . Hhen 

Jtic u l> t:a1110 from the h ou s e oi' Lu.k.11, C:sau o.i w h .1 : chi l ..r\~ n. hls 

man- s e r v.1nts ar1d maid- ::; ~rvants . Ue said t o hi;~ : J::i cu u , 1n".f 

broth~r, it was not 1n this manner tha t you s a i d y o u ··1ou ld take 

tha world to come, and I would take this wor ld . Cf \Illa t us e 

are t hese riches, th<.a t you will use like n.e'? J .icuo :J.11ct , 

( a~n. 33: 5) TllE CHILDREN WHOM GOD UAS GRACI0USLY GIV:.:'. l YOlJzl 

SEi!VAl>tr. At tha t moment, Esau contemplate d t o hln. -: l l' : Just 

a:J 1 1\ t his world, the Lord h a s g l ve n him ( e ve n) t h:.i t.. w11ch i s 

not his po1~t1on, in the world to cou.e , how 1111ch mo:-e so . I m

ir.~ Jl.itely, Esau s aid: I have come nrow1d to ".fOUr Hay .Jf tllll1k!ng, 

$0 l.; t us nha re. You t alca half of thi:J wc1~1d and h a lf ot t he 

w-orld t o corae. Jacob said to him: My children are t ender, 

they cannot stand up under troubles, as it ls w-rit ten . (Ibld: l 3) 

AtW 11' 'YOU OVERRIDE THEM ONE DAY 

AND JACOB SAID: SELL ME TO-DAY • .• 

He said to h1ro: Sell me one day of yours. R. Aha said: Any

onu who is able to calcul~te the nurnber of years that our father, 

Jacob, sat in peace in the shadow of Esau, will find it is one 

day. 
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Midruh Ha-Oadol pagea \JK--'5 
Al.ID JACOB SAID: SELL ME TO-DAY YOUR BIRl'HRIOHT 

Those lack1ns in taith aay: It 1a c\l.Stomary tor a Dan when he 

gives hla neighbor a dish oE lentils, he says to him: Sell me 

your b1rtht•1ght? Then he sells it to him? These are the 

things that tran::.pirad there. ~hen Esau came 1n, he f ound 

Jacob and he was standing and cooking, and Esau's eyes were 

affected by the smoke. He said to him: All or this ht1rd work, 

what 1a it to you? Ra1ee your eyes and see how all who come 

in the world eat all that is found within. Fish, uncl <:! an an1-

Plals, awine•s tlesh and everything like that. And you com

plain that you have to cook a dish of lentils? Jacob said to 

h1ro: And if we do thusly, wha t !Jhull we do on that sar:ie day, 

th ;At 1t is written, (Zep. 2:3) SEEK RIGH'l'EOl'SNESS, SE!~!( HUMILITY, 

THAT PERHAPS YOU ~HALL BE HIDDEN ON THE DAY OF THE LOIU> 1 S WR/\TH. 

Thi'.? dny that brings the reward of the righteous, and the re ~hall 

be the berald BJ !J10u.nc1ng and saying: (Is. 33: 18 ) WHEtG IS Jill 

TH~T WEIGHS !~ND HE THAT COUHTS . He na1d t o him: For there io 

a world to come or pc:-n:ips there is resurrection cf th~ de .:id? 

From now, the 1'1r•at man who died, perhap:> hd retw'n!i and comes 

back? Noah, who by his hand the world was bu11 t, perh.tp:. he 

returns and comes to Him? Abraham , who die d. and the 1.10re be

loved to h1ru than all the rest, pe1 .. haps he will return and 

cc111e to B1an? JL..cob said to h1111; And if th•.!re is no world to 

come, and no r e a urL'•'!Ct1on or tht! de J <.I, thls b1z•tlu•j ght, wh;it ia 



- 6o -

1t to you? Sell me this day, your birthright. What 1a the 

meaning of chayora? That day the birthright was sold, but atte1' 

the giving of the Torah, a birthright could not be sold. As 

1 t is written, (Deut. 21: 17) JIB SHALL ACK!'WWLEDGE THE FIRST

BORN, TJiE SON OF THE IL'\TED. Another interpreta tion: Chayom, 

He said to him: You should know that thcr~ is a world to 

cume and that there 1a a g1 ving of a rew:ird. 'I" hat you should 

not say that I beguiled you . 

Beresh1t Rabba 63:13 

AND ESAU SAID: BEHOLD, I AM AT THE POINT TO DIE (Gen. 25:3...: ) 

Resh Lakish said: He began to revile and blaspheme: it 13 

not written, what 1a (the birthright) to m9, but, WHAT IS THIS 

TO :·~, zeh li? (this teaches that he denied Him or whom 1t 

ic written, (Ex. 15:2) THIS IS MY GOD.J Another 1nte:,>retat1on 

is that Nimrod was seeking to slay him on account of the gar

ment which had belonged to Adam {and which Esau now possessed), 

tor whenever he put it on and went out into the field, all the 

beasts and the birds in the world would come and floclc aroWld 

hill. 

Yalkut Sh1mon1 pages 526-527 

AND ESAU SAID: BEHOLD, I AM AT THE POlffl' TO DIE 

He began to blaspheme . Why me (lama 11) 1s not written, rather, 

what is th1e to me (lama zeh 11). Another interpretation: Nim

rod wanted to slay hiro because or the garment that belonged to 
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Adam. Por whenever Eeau wore 1t and went out to the field, 

all the birds and beasts in the world tlocked to him. 

Mldraeh Ha-Gadol page 445 

AND ESAU SAID: BEHOLD •••• 

R. Samuel said: Esau said out loud: What is thie birthright 

to me? And the Holy Spirit cried out and said: And what 1~ 

thls birthright to you? 

Ber esh1t Rabba 63:13 

AND JACOB SAID: SWEAR TO ME (Gen. 25:33) 

Why dld Jacob display such eagerness tor the birthright? Be-

cause we l earned: Bafora the Tabernacle was erected the high 

places were permitted, nnd the sacrificial service was per

formed by the firstborn; aft er 1t was erected the hig:i placee 

were forbidden arid the sacrificial service was per.formed by 

the priests. Said (Jacob): Shall this wicked man stand and 

offer the sacrifices! Therefore he strove so ardently to 

obtain the birthright. Thus it is written, (Ezek. 35:6) 

I WILL PREPARE THEE UNl'O BLOOD, AND BLOOD SHALL PURSUE THEE; 

SU Hf.LY THOU HAST HATED BLOOD, TlfERfil'ORE SHALL BLOOD PURSUE 

THEE: u1d then Esau hate blood! R. Levi said in the name 

of R. Hama b. R. Han1na: It refers to the blood of cil•cumc1a1on. . . 
R. Levi said in the name of R. Sarauel b. Nahroan: It means the . 
blood of sacrifices (sprinkled by) the firstborn. The Rabbis 

interprete d: Thou hast hated the blood of man while it 1s 1n 
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the body; and thus 1t 1a written, (Ps. 109:17) YEA, HE LOVED 

CURSING, AND r.r CAME U~"TO HIM, AND HE DELIG!trED NO'r IN BLESSlNG. 

R. Levi said 1n R. J!arl1na 1 s name: HE DELI G!trED NOT IN '.i'HE 

DIRTHtUGJrr. R. Huna sa id: It r ef ers to t h! b l c.od of sncl"l -

fl ees, which is called a bless 1J•g , a s in tlu ve1' !;~ , {-·:- . ~; ') : 21) 

AN ALT AH OP EAR'l'H THOU SHALT MAKr. UN'rO Ml::. • • • I W l LL COi·lE Uk :'O 

THP.l:. AlW BLESS THEE. 

Ya llw t ~n1ruon1 page 527 

AND JACOB SAIJ>: SWEAR TO ME •• • 

Why waa J acob so eager to give his vex-y soul tor the birthright? 

For we are taught th.at until the temple was built, the high 

pln~es were permitted, and the firstborn se rved in them. After 

the Temple was built, the high places were forbidden and the 

sacr1f1cial service was performed by the priests . J acob said: 

Shall this wicked one stand and ue1•form sacrifices! For it 

is \irltten, {Ezek. 35:6) SURELY THOU HAS'r llA'l'~D BLOOD, TiIBHE

PORE SHALL BLOOD PURSUE THEE. And has Esau hated blood? R. 

Levi said: This is the blood of circumcision. R. Samuel b. 

Nahman1 said: This ls the blood of sacrifice. The ral.ibis . 
said: You hated the blood of man, and (yet) you shed it. As 

it 18 written, (Pa . 109:17) YF.A, HE LOVED C~RSING •• • R. Levi 

said: He had no deDire for the birthright. R. Hama said: 

~his refers to the blood of sacrifice , that 18 called a blessing. 

As 1t is written, (Ex . 20: 21) AN ALTAR OF EARTH 'l'HOU ~HALT MAKE 

Um'O MF.. • • I WILL COMF. UNTO THEE AND BI.ESS THEE. 
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M1drash Ha-Gadol page 445 

AND JACOB SAID: SWEAR TO ME •.• 

He said to him: Knew that after the giving of the Torah there 

wlll Le no uel l1ng ot a birthright, and an oath wil l h~ve no 

worth eA.cept at this tiine only. Thusly, he zaicl c ti::i~. .~m 

Hf. SOi·D HIS BIRrHRIGIPr UJ'11'0 JACOB. It 1s clo31'.? {to tlt•:? lifOrds ) 

AND JACCB. Thls is to teach that two purchasea W»: 1·.-.. t. .,,cen t'rorn 

hi.~ ; the birthright and t he blessing . Thu.3 lt 1~ :.;.1.!.J , ( <.J ,"?11. 

27 : 37) AUD HE SUPPLA11l'ED MF. TWO TIMf:S . 

E-= r osh1t R,bba 63:14 

Ara> J ACOB Qf, VE ESAU BREAD AND POl'Tl\GE OP LENTILS (Oen. 25:34) 

As a lentil ia wheel-shaped, so le the world like a wheel. Aa 

a lentil has no mouth (opening) so a mourner has no mouth, for 

a mourn\!r does not speak. As a lentil syobol1 ::es mourfl ing, 

yet also joy so here too there was mourning -- be ca~we ot Abra

ham' a death, and joy -- because Jacob re.:: ~ lved the birthright. 

AND HE DID EAT AND DRIJ'K 

He brou~ht in with him a company ot ruf.f1a!1s , who said: We 

will e ut hls dlehea and mock at him; while the Holy Spirit 

exclaimed, {Ia. 21:5) TREY PREPARE THE TABLE -- 1.e . lh~y set 

the festive board; {Ibid) THEY LIGJIT THE Ll\MPS -- they arrange 

the l amp . R. Abba b. Kahana observed: In some places a lamp 

is called tzef1ta {Ibid) RISE UP YE PRINCES -- this means Michael 

and Gabriel; (Ibid) ANOitll' THE SHIELD -- makes a record that the 

birthright belongs to Jacob. Bar Kappara t aught : And this was 



becauae the7 •ade eport ot him. And how do we know that the 

Holy One, Blessed be He, agreed with them? Because it says, 

(Ex. 4:22) THUS SAITH THE LORD: I SRAEL IS MY SON , MY 

FIRSTBORN. 

AND ROSE UP AND WENT 

R. Lev~ said: His world went out with him. 

SO ESAU DESPISED HIS BIRTHRIGHT 

What did he despise with it? Said R. Levi: He despised (1.e. 

rejected belief in) re8urrect1on. Thus it is written, (Pr. 

18: 3) WHEN TllE \WICKED COMETH, TH ·~RE COMETH ALSO DISGRACE, AND 

WITH IGNOMINY REPROACH. WHEN THE WICKED COMETH allude3 to 

Esau, as it says, (Mal. 1 : 4) AND THEY SHALL BE CALLED 'tHE DCR-

DER OF WICKEDNESS. THERE COME'!'H ALSO DISGMCE~ l'or his cl1sgr nee ... 

came with him. AND WITH IGNOMitrl REPROACH: The i gnominy ot 

fainine accompanied him, for REPROACH refers to famine, as in 

the verse, ( this 1a actually a combination or Joel 2:19 and 

Ezek. 36:30) AND I WILL NO MORE MAKE YOU A REPROACH OF FAMINE 

AMONG THE NATIONS. Hence it 1a written, (Gen. 26: 1) AND THERE 

WAS A FAMINE IN THE LAND. 

Yalkut Sh1mon1 pages 527-528 

BREAD AND P<Yrl'AGE OP LENTILS 

Just as the lentil hae both Jo7 and mourning, thus 1s the •ourn1ng 

-- that Abraham died, and thua 1s tha joy -- that Jacob took the 

b1rthr1gnt. 
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HE DID EAT AND DRINK 

He brought in with hi• a band or ruttiana. They said: We will 

eat his dishes and mock at him. The Holy Spirit said: {Is. 21:5) 

THEY PREPARE THE TABLE, THEY SET THE FESTIVE BOARD, THEY LIGHT 

THE LAMPS. They arrange the lamp, in some places they call a 

lamp tzefita. (Ibid) RISE UP, YE PRINCES. This is Michael and 

Gabrtol. (Ibid) ANOINT THE SHI.ELD. Write down that the birth

right belongs to Jacob. Bar Kappara taught : This was b~ cause 

they made sport of him. How do we know that the Lord agreed 

with them? For it is written, (Ex. \:22) THUS SAITH THE LORD: 

I SRAEL IS MY SON, MY PIRST BORN . 

AND ROSE UP, AND WENT HIS WAY 

He went out nnd his ignominy with him. 

SO ESAU DESPISED HIS BI~£HR1GHT 

What did he despise it with? He despised resurrection or the 

dead. AA it ls written, (Pr. 18: 3) WHEN THE WICKED COI1B'TH •• • 

He came and his ignominy with h1r:> . {Ibid) AlID WITH IGNOMINY 

REPROACH. He wae aoco1npanied by the reproach or a famine. There 

1s no ignominy other than famine . As it is written , (Joel 2:19 , 

fuc. 36: 30) I WILL NO MORE MAKE YOU A REPROAOH O.F F/\MIW::: AMONG 

TlU~ NA'l'IONS . AND THERE WAS A FAMINE IN THE LA~D (Gen. 26: 1). 

Midrash Ha-Oadol pages 445-4~6 

AND HE DI!> EAT AND DRINK, AND ROSE UP, AND WENT HIS WAY. SO 

ESAU DESPISED HIS BIRTHRIGHT 

What did he do? Ile began to bring together groups or people 
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againat Jacob and eq to them: Do J'Ou know What I did to tble 

one? I ate hla lentils, I drank his wine and I made Jest ot 

h11D and I eold him my birthright. Jacob aa1d to him: Drink 

and enjoy yourself. Tha Holy One, Blessed be He, sald to him: 

You have mocked the birthright. Your life ~h1ch I gav~ you 

shall be 111ockad tor generations. A.a 1t is wr1tt~n, (Ob. 1:2) 

Blm OLD , I liA'!E MADE YOU SMALL AMONG THE tJA'l'IONS, YOU ARE GREATLY 

l!0~10: 0. In that he d-e3pa1red of th1; beli~f 1n Uod, and in the 

rcaur·r.J c t 1on ot the J eaJ, hill cJ:..: ~, cerhi,!lltG <J : ~ ~ut:. oi' t' u·om the 

1NuJ.~ll1. Al1d ;1Lou t hJm, D~v.l d b:.1.id , ( P ~.~1; : : • ) '.J I !.~ l-' ·l:,, . .i\.U .i lN 

UIS HEART: rrltirnE I S lJO Gv D. Wh.:i t 1a \11•J 1. 1.t.. " n •... !r tt> tl1 ... tt.· 

(Pb. 53:6) TUEfiI~ ARE TW::Y IN ow~::r f ;~AH, 'tll a! HE 1~0 !-E!,H ~:1. :.; ; 

FOR GOD HATH SCAT'l'EIU~D THE BONES OF HIM 'f HA'l' ENGA~tPE'.t'H AGAINST 

THEE; THOU HAS'l' Pl11' THC:M TO f.liAHE,. UECJ\USE GOD HA'!'ll RC.JEC-'l'ED 

THEM. Near to that, (Pa. 53:7) OH 'l'HAT THE SALVATICN OF ISRAEL 

WERE COME OUT OP ZIONt WHEN GOD TURHE'I·H THE CAPTIVITY OP HIS 

PEOPLE 6 U."T JACOB REJOICE, LE"!' !~RAEL DE GLAD. 
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1. 
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3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

NOTES TO CHAPTER FIVE 

The pl87 1e on the root ratz, meaning to run, or ratzatz. 
meaning to press or squeeze. 

The great ones ot the gate la clearly a euphemism for 
the synagogue. 

The Hebrew word tor moth is aheh (~, shin), a play 
on th~ spelling of Esau C!J.tn, o1n, .Y!!!r:--
Th1s 1a a play on the phra3e , t zay!d b'feev, which occurs 
in G\.! lL 25: 2U , the next vez•;,;e .----irr~-ri1>0Is 1nterp~et the 
phranc to n1e~n tha t Esau mJ !e use of h is mouth, 1 .e. hie 
wo1·d3 , to t! n0!1.:,re people (t · :!yid he r e rn :?an1ng to ensnare). 

Ibid. 

Lent1 ls were the t1·ad1tiona 1 dish of the meal or t!Cns olat1on 
for mourners . 



CHAPTER SIX 

Charts 

In order to make easy visua l comparison ot the placement 

ot the m1drash1m 1n their collection, th1a chart has been ae

aigned. The various m1drash1JD are listed b:r t heme wi th t hl•.:!e 

colwnna at the end, One column is for Bor c:: :.; h1 t R1.rnba (1 ) , 

one column for Y~ Shimon! (2 ), and one column for Mldraeh 

Ha -G:tdol (3). An (x) is placed 1n the colunm in which the 

m1dr ash is found. Eaoh verse ie given above the commcnto on 

that verse . Suffice it to say that subtle differences in the 

comments are not indicated 1.n th1a chart . 

AND THE CHILDREN STRUOOLED (Oen . 25;22) l 2 3 

l. Th1a one ran to slay x x x 

2 . Negation or commands x x x 

3. Esau antagonistic 1n the womb x x 

4. Houses of study, h\Jusea ot idolatry x x x 

5. Rebekah despairs of her precnancy x x x 

6. P1ght between angels x 

7. God makes known their actions x 

8. They rose and tell like waves x 

9. Esau threatens to kill his r;1other x 

10. Pred1ct1ona about Es au x 
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TWO NATIONS (Oen. 25:23) 

l • Two proud one a - - Hadrian & Solomon 

2 . 

3. 

'· 
5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

How can your womb contain them 

Doth Jacob and Esau are hat ed 

Gay1m: This exalted his world 

One exalted the Torah 

Prediction ot Solomon and Vc apaaian 

Jacob was born c1rcumc1sed 

Ident1f 1cat1on ot Jew and A>.•amean 

If he merits •• . 

10 . They will behave differently 

11 . They will both trample the world 

12. Uncertainty as to who will nerve 

13. Analogy ot the grain atorehouse 

14. Gay1m -- Identification of Antoninus 

15. Edomite vinegar 

16. Caeaerea and Jerusalem 

BEHOLD, THERE WERE TWINS (Oen. 25: 24) 

1. Tewn1n-Def1c1ent and tull script 

AND THB PIRST CAME FORTH RUDDY (Oen . 25:25) 

1 

x 

x 

.x 

x 

x 

x 

2 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

1 . Ramifications of FIRST x x 

2 . A sp 1 llc ~ or blood 

St ory of the bath1ng-mu~ter 

Pearls 1n a tube 

x 

x 

x 

x 

3 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 
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5. 

6. 

7. 
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Comparison ot David and Esau 

Story or Diocle tian 

Each 1o worthy ol' the mantle 

8. Attaclced the great onee 

9 . Esau cr eated for naught 

10. I will name niy firstborn 

11. E3au drank men s trua l blood 

12. Esau hated the blood of c1rcwnc1s1on 

13 . Esau wll l destroy synagogues 

14 . Menti on of Eilau wi ll make hair atand 

15 . E:rnu, with s hin, like moth 

AND HIS HAND HAD HOl.D (Gen . 25 : 26) 

1 . R. Gaml1el and the pre re ct 

2. 

3 . 

4. 

5. 

Esau will fall 

To cause him to tall 

The kingdom of Esau 

Interpretation or haz1r 

AND THE BOYS OnEW (Gen . 25: 27) 

1. Myrtle and rose 

2. They grew 11ke a bush 

3. Thorn and spice 

One cont1nue d school 

Blessed be he who freed me 

1 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

3 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

... 
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l 2 3 

6. Esau ensnared people x x x 

7. Esau as trapper and tieldaman x x 

a. Shall we be subJect to thia one x x 

9 . Shem and Eber x x x 

10. Path of lite/ death x 

11. Jacob servecl Abraham x 

12. Jacob born c1rcumc1aed x 

13. J acob, Esau and the shech1na x 

NO~ I SAAC LOVED ESAU (Gen . 25:28) 

l. Choice meat and wine x x x 

2 . Rebekah loved Jacob x x 

3. Only in appearance x 

4. Obadiah as descendent ot Eeau x 

AND J ACOB SOD PCll'TAGE (Gen. 25::29) 

l. The death of Abraham x x 

2 . Lentil& and mourning x x 

3. Esau's five eina x x x 

4. Abraham suffers for Esau's a1.na x x 

5. Hum111ty of Jacob x 

6. Origin of Esau/Edom x 

LET ME SWALLOW (Gen . 25: 30) 

1. Esau wanted more than hia due x x 

2. Explanation or haleiteni x 

L=~ 
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1 2 3 

3. Ram1t1cat1one ot ~ed x x 

4. Woe to the w1clced x 

SELL ME FIR.3T (Oen . 25:31) 

l. Sell me tM.a day x x 

2 . Account ot the birthright x 

3. Dialogue on worth or the birthright x 

4. After the Torah, no selling of the 
birthright x 

5. Jacob warns Enau not to accuse him x 

BEHOLD1 I AM AT TIIE POINI' TO DIE (Gen. 25:32) 

1. The lfoly Sp1r1 t cr1ea out 

2. Interpretation ot lama zeh 11 x x ------
3. Nimrod and the cloak of Adam x Jl 

AND JACOB SAID: SWEAR TO ME (Gen. 25:33) 

l. Jacob wanted to pertorm eacr1t1cea x x 

2 . Interpretation ot chayom x 

3. There were two purchases x 

SO EASU DESPISED HIS BIR'i'HRIGIU (Oen. 25:3-) 

1. Jo-:1 and mourning x x 

2. Esau and a band ot: ruf fiana x x 

3. He went and his ignominy with him x 

4. His world w~nt out wi t h him x 

5. The reproach of ramine x x 

6. The downfall ot Esau x 

L-==== 
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CAAPTER SEVEN 

Jaoob and Esau: Different Roles 1n 

Different Contexts 

It ia eaaential to state tha t 1n both Beresh1t ~alkut 

Shimon1 and M1drash Ha-Gadol. the basic polarities ot Jacob 

ae the righteous and Esau as the wicked. pertain. The 1dent1-

f1cat1on ot Esau/Edom/Rome in bot h Fereshi t Rabb a and "la llcu t 

Shimon! creates a substantially different 1mat;e or E~au. and 

to a leaser degree. of Jacob. B'J examining t1rst Esau 's 1dent1-

t1oat1on with Rome. we may view t he contrast 1n the treatment 

ot Esau in Midrash Ha-Gadol . 

A oursocy glance at the charts which tallowed the text 

ot the translations shows that, with one exception, the re ls 

no 111ention or Rome or Rome related 1saues 1n Midrash Jla-Oadol. 

Further examination will show th~t Beresh1t Rabba and Yalkwt 

Sh1mon1 share a large number of exegetical c or.i rr. ·~ nt3. \thereas 

Berenh1 t Rabba and Midrash Ha-Oadol share f e w. Ya llrnt !:>h imon1 

contains many passages that are to be fowid in neither of the 

o t her two collections. Many of these are key passages in the 

development of Esau ae a sinful and almost monstrous figure. 

These passages may beat be viewed 1n the categories ot Esau•a 

personal nature and the more general nature ot I s rael's re

lat1onsn1p to Rome. These categories are not hard and fast 

atructurea. Effort will be made to deal with passages that are 

related, but do not fall within the spec!f1c bowidaries ot theae 

categories. 
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In the opening segments ot each ot the three collections, 

ve t1nd that Esau, even in the womb, was both wicked and anta

gonistic to Jacob. Yet, soon thereafter, Eaau emerges as the 

most reviled ot the wicked. In the Yalkut Shlmoni Esau la re

po1•ted to have drank hie mother• s menstrual blood, wh1le still 
l 1n the womb. In view ot the Jewish tradition concerning the 

impurity of menstrual blood, and the torce against the con

sumption or blood 1n the laws or kashrut, this is a most hor

rible th~ng tor Esau to do. The pa ssage tells ua that th.is 

ls how he gained the nt.:tma of Edom. Esau's identification with 

Rome through h1a evil nature is porhaps best illustrated with 

a passage that is foWld in both Ber eshtt Rabba and Yalkut 

Sh1mon1. The rabbis comment that Esau m&de b1rusel1' r1 ·ee l 1ke 
2 

a field, showing his promiscuous nature. The comment goes on 

to show Israel complaining to God that it has been subject to 

the seventy nations, and must it also be subject to one who has 

been violated like women? The note in the Sonclno translation 

suggests that this ia a none-too-subtle reference to "the sodoiq 

ao often practised by the Romans. 03 Given even these few ref~r
encea, Eaau (and Rome) ls seen as a blood-thirsty {one should 

pardon the pun) and licentious t1gure. 

We Ar.! given ample opportunity to see the nature ot other 

Romana also. In a most interesting passage, the Emperor Dio

cletian la portrayed in his early years as a swineherd, preyed 

upon tr,y school-children. In later years~ he attempts to boll 
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to death Rabban Oamliel and others 1n a Roman bath, in ven-

' geance ror abuse at the hands ot Jews 7ears earlier. When 

questioned by Diocletian, the rabbis oftered the answer that 

they did indeed 1nsult Diocletian the swineherd, but to 

Diocletian, the emperor, they ai-e loyal subjects. This pas

sage, which does not appear in M1d1•ash Hu- G'ldol, demonstrates 

the importance of the h1sto1•1cal context in the att1 tu~e of 

the compiler. Both 1n Roman dominated Palestine and Christian 

ruled Oer.uany ot the thirteenth century, the JeW1.ah communicy 

had to conrront hostile ernperors of' the Roman Empire. Por 

the co~p1ler ot Yalkut Sh1mon1, the sequence of events in the 

passage rang true . To attribute to the emperor the mean oc

cupation or swineherd is to perh.1ps, in a most subtle manner, 

express Jewish sentiment about t .1e religious origins or the 

Hol7 Roman Empire, while protest :.ng that t o the pol 1 t1cal 

authority it holds, the Jews pledge their allegiance. It 1a 

clear that the Jews or Yemen t'aced problems with the government 

also. For them, however, the Roman analogy held no validity, 

and henoe waa not included 1n the Yemenite anthology. 

There are numerous other passages 1n Yalkut Sh1mon1 whioh 

show its preoccupation with Rome, many with heavy eschatological 

overtones. In commenting on Oen. 25:23, the rabbis tell us that 

the two nations which will be separated trom Rebelcah• s womb 

will 1n the future be represented by Solomon or Israel and Hadrian 

from among the nations. The role that the descendento or Jacob 
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and Esau 1a clear; Solomon will build the temple and Hadrian 

will unmercifully persecute the Jews . By choosing Hadrian as 

the descendent of Esau to be na.rred, Esau's 1dent1f1cat1on with 

Rome is further sol1d1f 1.ed . If there r e111alned nny doubt an to 

th13 1dent1ficat1on, the rabbis go on to cc,111me11t th.~t Cro:11 l1ere 

onward, they (ruean1ng Jacob and Es a u) ohal 1 be lmown a s J e w 
4 

and Aramean . In a note, the Sc1nc1no tran:.; l a t1 cn 1ndi.. ::l t c- s 
5 tha t here, Aramean is aynonornous w1 th nome. 'l'lle need for 

mo1·ale building and a Justification of lt.: p1"e:...cnt and f~ture 

position ot t.he Jcwi> 1s evident in a pas~u.i..:.;~ in Yrilkut. Shimon! 

which i s comraent1ng on the phras ~ AHO ON!~ l•f:OPI.E SHALL BE 

S'!HONOER 'l'HAU THE orHER PEOPLE ( aen. 25: 2~). The r a bb13 warn 

th:it it a person says that Caese ?-ea 1a still 1nhab1 te•J and 

Jerusa lem 1s not, then do not believe him. Howeve 1• : if he says 

that Jerus.ilcrn is 1nhab1tl.!d a nJ .;ae!lerca 1a not, Lht:n one s hould 

be lieve h1m.6 Caeserea, 1n na.~e and in fw\~t1cn, was the Roman 

city and symbol par excellence. It is n1o~t !.nter est1ng to note 

that this paeaage doe6 not appear in Ber cchi t Rabba . For in 

the time of this collection, Caeaerca certainly was inhabited. 

The implicati on tor the Jews of the th1rtdenth century was clear: 

keep one's faith and Jewish 1dent 1ty, for Jerusalem still stands. 

Again, 1t 1s essential. to note t hat Jacob l s aaaoc1ated with 

Jerusalem,, and Esau is identified w1th the aymbol ot Rome. 

In two separate passages which appear 1n both Be1·e shit Raoba 

and Yalkut Shimon!, the exegesis on the word red or ruddy pro-
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v1dea further 1dent1t1cat1on ot Esau with Rome, and with the 

coming ot the Messiah. In commenting on Oen. 25:25, the rab

bis show that Esau/Rome will be avenged as the destroyer or 

the temple.7 It further indicates that fil"st means Qod will 

bring the first, i.e. "the anointed king" that is , t he Mes

siah. In commenting on Gen . 25:30, the rabbis spell out the 

ram1f1cat1one ot red, as 1n the red pottage. Everythlng of 

Esau ls red, bis rood, his warriors, his clothes, and his 

avenger. 8 Both ot these passages have clear eschatolog1cal 

meaning. Neither of these passa1ses appear in f.tidrash lla -Oadol. 

Just prior to the compilation of M.1.drash Ha-Gadol, the Yemcm1te 

Jewish community had sUffered through the appea1•ance of a 

false Mess1ah. 9 It 1a easy to imagine why the compiler was 

loathe to include Messianic speculation, in particular after 

they had been adlooniahcd against it by Maimonides in his 
10 

Epistle to Yemen. 

As a final example ot the clear 1dent1f1cat1on or Esau With 

Rome, we turn to a further comment on Oen. 25:25. The Biblical 

text states that Esau was ALL OVER LIKE A HAIRY MANrLE. In both 

Bereshit Rabba and Yalkut Shimoni , the rabbis state that all ot 

his (Esau's) descendants are el1e1ble for a mantle, i.e. a toga. 11 

The implication 0£ this passage can only be seen as Esau and h1a 

descendents w1ll continue to wear the Roman toga, and to follow 

in the way of Rome, with military might and oppression of the 

descendenta of Jacob. 

.. 
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In Yalkut Sh1mon1 and in Bereshit Rabba the 1dent1t1cat1on 

ot Esau and Rome was complete. The personal characteristics 

ot Esau were only important 1n that they served to develop the 

image of his descendents, Rome. As indicated, the compiler or 

Midraah Ha-Qadol did not share eithe r th~ concern with identi

fying Esau and Rome, nor did he s hare the desire to build a 

high degree of eschatolog1cal material into his collection • 

. There 1s eschatology 1h f.Udrash ifa - Gadol, but it is no t of the 

aaroa strident and immediate natur e of the other two collections. 

As mentioned above, the Yemenite J ews were heavily 1n4'luenced 

by the worlc!J and personality of Maimonides. Mldrash lia-Oadol 

refldcts hia rather more low-keyed concern with resurrection 

of the dead, miracles, and the world to come. There are few 

references to miracles in the otn~r two collections, yet we find 

that such a passage as the one dealing with Diocletian is ab

sent from Midrash Ha-Gadol. Not only does this passage deal 

with a Roman character, but one of the central characters 1s a 

bath-sprite who miraculously is able to spirit the rabbis around 

and to temper the hot water of the bath. The compiler ot Yalk-ut 

Shimon! may have felt himself conpelled to compete with Christian 

ideology on the subject or miracles, but the compiler of Midrash 

Ha-Gadol who came under the influence ot both Y.a1mon1des and a 

non-miracle oriented Islam, felt no such compulsion. 

Having seen the way in which the 1dent1t1cation of Esau 

with Rome intormed the portrayal or hie nature in Bereshit Rabba 



- 19 -

and Yalkut Sh1mon1, let ua turn to examining the contrasting 

treatment or Eaau and ot Jacob in Midrash Ha-Qadol, and 1n 

ao doing, see alao how Jacob 1a treated in the other two 

m1draah1c compilations. 

Aa noted at the outset of this chapter, the basic nature 

ot the two is not 1n question. Jacob 1a clearly the righteous, 

and Esau 1a clearly the wicked. There is, however, a substantial 

ditterence 1n the degree to which these generalizations hold 

trv.e. These d1fterencea may beat be seen by exploring a few key 

passages, in particular those that shed a more positive light 

on Esau. There 1s no dearth of negative comments on the character 

or Esau in Midrash Ha-Gadol. He threatens to kill his mother 

if he is not permitted to come out first, he is a spil ler e r 

blood, he will destroy syn\.leo~ue li and houses of study i n ihe 

future, wid Micir~sh Ha -Gadol not .!3 that even the mention oi' 

h1s name will make one•s hair stand on end from fear. Yet, 1n 

Midrnsh Ha-Gadol, Jacob emerges in a less sympathetic light and 

Esau appears at least more human, it not sympathetic. 

In the descl'1ption of the methodology employed in this 

thesis, it was stated that those passages which were absent from 

one collection and present 1n another., were or importance aa 

well as these similar passages which expressed subtly different 

ideas. It has already been noted above a few passages where 

Esau 1s given credit for some rather h1deou& offenses, such as 

drinking his mother's menstrual blood, that were in the Yalkut 
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Sb1mon1 and absent from Midraeh Ha-Oadol. Further examples or 
tb1a eort are to be found 1n passages commenting on Gen. 25:27. 

In the Yalkut Sh1mon1, Jacob is said to be the on~ who con

tinued school after the age of thirteen, and Reau goes on to 
12 

idolatry. Esau 1B viewed as one who practices decait and, aa 

eeen above. is licentious and perhaps engages 1n uodomy .13 

The Yalkut states that Ja~ob chose the pa th of life, and Esau 

that of death. Jacob 13 portrayed as hav11:~ f ai th.ful l y served 

his grandfather, AbrahaN. In a later pas a3ee, Esau and his 

sins are deemed responsible for Abraham los1ng five yea:-s or 

his life, so that he should not see the transgressi ons or his 
14 

grandson. None 01· these pasaac:es are to be found in the 

Midrash Ha-Gadol . The passage dealing w1th Abralla.'11 exists, 

but no mention 1a made or the years that he lost as a result 

ot Es au. In Mldrash Ha-Gadol Jacob 1a said to have drawn 

people under the wings ot the Shechina, and Esau to have kept 

them from under the wings of the Shechina. Esau 1a clearly 

wicked, but the degree or his vill1ficat1on 18 less. 

Both Bereshlt Rabba and Yalkut Shimon1 make mention ot 
15 

Rebekah·• s love for Jacob, and Mldraah Ha- Gadol does not. Con-

versely, Mldrash Ha-Oadol includes a pa8sage 1n which Isaac 1a 

aa1d to have loved Esau 1n appearance, for 1r he had not shown 

love tor him, Esau•a actions may have been even worse .16 This 

passage amply shows the more human concerns or Isaac and of 

Esau, not 1n the stereotypical framework ot the other two col

lections. 
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In a a1m1lar 1'aah1on, Jacob 1a given a more human, albeit 

lesa pleasant character in Midrash Ha-Gadol. In Mierash Ha- Gadol 

aa in the other two collectiona, Rebekah is seen go1n;; to the 

d 
17 houses 01· other women and espa1r1ng of her pr tgnancy. Yet, 

God ques tions ot her, "If t he world will not be able to con

tain theae two, how do you expect y our wun.l> to hold t hem?" 

Esau s hares the lust tor power with his brother in f·11d:-ash Ha

Gadol, and the compiler is not so quick to conclude that it 

shall be J acob who dominates, from the Bi bl i cal t ext . It 

states that "I am not sure if the elder shall serve or the 
18 

yol.inger shall serve." He turns to additional proor texts 

to 1nsura his agreement with the tradition . Again we find an 

unwillingness to abandon Esau to the role given to h11il by 

other traditions . 

The best view or the difterences 1n the treatment ot Jacob 

and Esau 1s 1n the dialogues about the selling of the birthright. 

In the account 1n Yalkut Shimon1 Esau 1a portrayed as a sintul 

and ignorant boor who rightly deserves to bave his birthright 

taken away. Jacob points out t o him tha t he 1s dra wn to this 

world, whereas Jacob is more interested in the world to cor11e , 

so why not sell the birthright, especially 1n view of Esau's 

denial of tho resurrection or the dead . Esau gladly gives 1t 

up, and 1e greatly bewildered years later when he sees Jacob 

has acquired the riches of this world also. He attempts to 

recoup h1s losses and talk Jacob into splitting the world to 

come and this world and its riches also . Jacob , ot course, 
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demure and 1• on h1• wq. The dialogue 1• very •uch d1tterent 

1n Midraah Ha-Oadol. It opens by asking the rhetorical ques

tion., allegedly uked by those lacking in taith., "Is it cus

tomary for a man when he give his neighbor a dish or lentils, 

he saya to him: Sell me your birthright? Then he sells 1t 

to him?" Esau comes in and his eyes are a.rrected by the smoke. 

Quite unl1ke the account in Yalkut Sh1mon1, here it is Esau 

who engages Jacob in philosophical d1scourne. In the end., Esau 

sells him the birthright, but Jacob want s to cover a l l possible 

re cr1winat1ons that Esau might ~~1ng back to hi m a t a later 

time, and insists that because there 1s a world to come and a 

giving or reward, that Esau shoul d not ever say that Jacob be

guiled h11a. In relating each account to t he cultura l context 

or the two m1drashic collectlona 1 a clearer picture of their 

origins emerges. 

The passage 1n ~t Shimoni expreases a deep concer n ror 

both this world and the world to come . Jacob 1s seen as achieving 

success 1n both worlds. Because he 1s f aithful to God and Jewish 

law, he is to inherit the world t o come. H~ is also able to amass 

a 1'ortW1e in this world for the s WLe reasons. The Jews of Ger

ma113' 1n the beginning of the thirteenth century needed reas

surance that their suffering would be rewarded 1n the world to 

come., and that 1f one maintained one's Jewish identity, that suc

cess 1n th1s world was possible also. For the readers or the 

Yemenite collectj.on, there was l ess concern with the economics 
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ot the a1tuat1on. Aa indicated 1n the above chapter, the7 

auti'ered under attempts at conversion, yet they sutrered tar 

less than their European co-religionists in the economic area. 

The ph1loaopb1cal element is important to note. In the ac

count in Midrash na-Gadol, Esau eoWlds like a rationalist 

trying to de-bunk the Jewish ideals ot Jacob. The f jght over 

the acceptance or Maimo111des and his ideas , and in particular 

that or resurrection or the dead, touchod the Yemenite commu

nity and deeply divided them, as cited above. Esau could be 

given a more intelligent nature, but he still had to lose . 

Perhaps, if only to Juot11"y their faith 1n Maimonides and h1a 

remaining within the told ot the tradition. 

In not sharing the 1dent1f1cat1on ot Esau with Rome, the 

compiler or Midrash Ha-Oadol had more leeway in expressing some 

posltive sentiments about Esau and his deacendents. The most 

striking or which is the passage dealing with the lineage or 
19 

the prophet Obadiah. In the end, Esau is condemned for not 

having learned trom the deeds or the two righteous people that 

he lived between: Isaac and Rebekah. Yet, 1t is clear that 

1n di rect opposition to the direction ot Yalkut Sh1mon1, a 

descendent or Esau is seen as a righteous person, and certa1nl7 

not a Roman. This passage lends credence to the above expressed 

view that within the Yemenite ant hologies, there was definite 

tradition of not attributing the •rourth kingdom• of Daniel's 

vision to a partnership or Istuaae l and Edom. The passeage la 

• 



ba1ed on tba relat1onah1p or Obadiah to Edom. Yet, it d1a

aaaoc1atea 1taelt trom the tradition ot the European m1drasb1m 

concerning the descendcnta of Esau, and puts no onus on the 

descendent& ot Ishmael. It should be noted that in none or 
these passages does this partnership find mention. The seg

ment or M1drash Ha-Gadol dealt with here can in no way be 

called conclusive, but it does seem to indicate a trend. It 

should be further noted that in both Bereshit Rabba and Yalkut 

Sh1mon1 the visionary passage 1n Dan. 2:35 is associated with 

the Roman 1.llage or Esau and hia deacendents being worthy of 
20 

the mantle (toga). Thia passage 1a oonsplcuously absent from 

Midrash Ha-Gadol. 

One tinal pasaage needs to be brought torth to show the 

d1fter1ng attitudes concerning Esau. In Yalkut Sh1mon1 the 

rabbis comment on Esau being ruddy by stating that it is aa it 

he were spilling blood. They amplify the comment by recounting 

how Samuel saw that David also was ruddy. Samuel beco1uea afraid 

that David will have a murderous spirit like that or Esau. God 

assures him that David will kill only at the behest or the San

hedrin, whereas Eaau slays on his own whim. In Midrash Ha-Gadol 

the polarity exists between "a completely wicked person such as 

Esau" and "a completely righteous per.son such as David. 11 Yet, 

there is no mention or Esau spilling blood, no mention ot Samuel'• 

fears that David will be like Esau. The passages are a1111lar, but 

the passage from Midrash !!..a-Oadol does not evince the monstrous 
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image ~ Beau that 1• part and parcel ot the other two collect1one. 

Thia passage 1n its subtle nuance 1a'1nd1cat1ve or the whole 

strain ot thought in Midraah Ha-Gadol. The compil~r was not 

seeking to create an aura or horror around Esau/Edom/Rome. In 

this way, Esau and Jacob were able to emerge trom the m1drash1c 

text in a manner more closely in line with the Biblical text. 

lt is 1n this matter that we most clearly see the influence 

or the cultural context on the t~o compilers 1n how they chose 

what m1drash1m to include and wh~ch to exclude, and how to 

change the nuance or similar passages, tound 1n both. 
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