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FOREWORD 

This paper present t 
the Messianic Er~ in ., .d s he concept of 

~ m1 rash Te~·11· i n t he Rabb 1· n1· c t· t 1 1 im. Implied 
- 8 a ement · 

man can l)erform t * ~ l s t he thought tpa t 
L ac s which Will 11 h. 

participate actively in the bl · a ow im to 
· • · iss of the Mes-s 1an1c Age and t o hasten 1· ts 

coming. 

The later chapters are fuller expo-
s itions of t hese acts i

40 8
t . . 

• 
8 conspicuous 1n 

the Rabb inic exnressions 1· ~ t'
1 - u 1e assurance 

wh ich . t he Rabbis gave that sincere action by 
man V-.-' 111 bring a just reward from God. 

Throughout the naper, the writer 
has t ri ed t o l et t he Rabbis s _:=,eak f or them-
selves. The Mi<.lrash contained enough pas
sages, which i~1hen extracted and assembled, 
presented a very clear idea of what the 

Rabbis sought to say. Because of t his happy 
circums t ance , the writer has been able to 

keep his own comments to a minimum. Conse

quently, he feels that the statements of_ the \ 
Rabbis can be seen with far greater clar1 ty 
than if they were buried under an avalanche 
of words. 

* p. 17 Acts which will bring Messianic Era 

---



The passages presented here, were 
culled from the entire Midrash. The writer 
believes that he has included all the Rab
binic comments which v·.1ould present as com

plete concepts as possible. If any were 

left out, it is assuredly not due to a lack 
of diligence on the part of the writer. 

In conclusion, the writer wishes 
to offer his sincere thanks to Dr. Slonimsky 

for the guidance which he has so graciously 

0iven him in the preparation of this paper. 

ihanks also are due to Helen K. Spevack who 

was always ready to assist the writer in 

the mechanics of pre9aration. 

JoseDh J. Spevack 
1 
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THE MIDRASH 
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Contents and CharaQ..teristic~ 

The expositional Midrash on Tehillim 
is also known as ?1C ?lllE', because the first 
Rabbinic comment is on t he verse from Proverbs 

l'g 7 ~ ~?' ?I c; Jl)I e • 1 • It has also been kno1•m 
by other names such as , f' ,r,)J\ .J\:;~J(' 

/J 'f;)..J) -I\ Ir~,) . In some manuscripts the 
Midr;:ishim on Psalm, Proverbs and Samuel were 

printed to~ether, since the print ers thought 

that ?t G )I)/~ was the general name applied 
to the three books. But this combination oc
curs only in the Venice edition printed by 

Daniel Bamberg in l 5l6 , and is not found in 
other c'di t i ons. 

Both Zunz and Buber agree that Mid
rash Tehillim consists of two wholly dispar
ate oortions . It is evident that in the pre-' 
sent Midrash there remain mRny parts of 

,r. J\;,cllc that were collected by one 
f' i M 1 ~A 'd of the Rabbis of the Agada from ear y J. 1 -

rashim and from s cattered places which con

tained midrashic interpretations on verses 
from Psalms. In time a great many of these 

1- Prov. 11:29 
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ciidrashim were collected It. . 
· 1s certain that there was more than one colle t b 

c or, ecause there are midrashim that dunlicate h th 
~ eac o er, but vary in style and method of speech.2 

The ori~inal Midrash comprises the 
first 118 Psalms. The rest of the midrashim 
were edited by Buber on the basis of eight 

. 1 0 

manuscripts. - Psalms 122-137 were adapted 
from the Yalkut. Other sources used by Buber 
to reconstruct the Midrash include the Mishna, 
Tosefta, Mechilta, Siphri , Yerushalmi, Bere
shith Rabba , Pesikta de R. Kahana, Tanhuma 
and the Pirke de R. Eliezer. Either the orig
inal author did not complete his riork or they 
were lost with t he passage of time. 

The Midrash contains a collection 
of Midrashim on ~drtish Tehillim. It is . also 
a commentary illustrating the method of inter
preting verses of the Bib~e i~ those times. 
Most of the Midrashim begin with the phrase 

) "')<:~ J,) .5 usually at the be-~ IJ\...:> ,) ,. 

ginning of each Psalm. 

2- cf. Ps. 
Ps. 

3- See M. T. 

and 

7 par. 5 with Ps. 18 par. 13; 
18 par. 25 with Ps. 95 par. _4 

. p 41 A for lists Int:Voduct1on • 
description of Manuscripts. 
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This applies to the first 118 Psalms. 
Psalms 122-137 which were adapted from the Yal
kut begin with the names of the commentators, 
and start with an Agadic comment. Psalms 119, 
120, 121, 138-147, and 159 begin with Biblical 
names. 

The Midrash contains complaints 
about harsh edicts, mention of the four king
doms of anti~uity, the four Exiles, Edom and 
Ishmael, the Messianic Age, ethics and legal 
decisions, eX;Josition of verses through the 
use of 'Keri and Kethib', interpretation of 
words through their numerical values ( 1c ')Cr~), 
parables of various sorts, and a sizable 
amount of historiographical material. 

The language of the Midrash is an 
easy flov;ing Hebrew 1t., ith comparatively very 
little Aramaic. It reaches a height of gran
deur in t he simplicity of its expression. 
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Author, Time and Place 
---- of Composition 

The author and d t 
a e of comDostion of the book are unknown At b t ··· 

b · · es the evidence can e assembled and . 
- examined for what it 1s worth. 

The first t o mention the name of the 
author of Midrash Tehillim is Abraham Sephardi , 
author of G r 

fol
1 

r-'1/c • He states 
that R. Jochanan was the composer of the Mid-
rash. He may have C(mfus-d Tehillim with 

Yerushalmi for Buber declares that R. J ochanan 
was not the au t hor of our Midrash. 

Another theory is advanced by R. Aaron 
Moses Padua of Karlin. He s tJtes that 
R. Simeon Berebbi ~as t he comDoser of Midrash 
Tehillim. He bases his c~ntent ion on two Tal

mudic oassages. 4 Buber ri ~htly states that 
the evidence offered is not conclusive that 

r:. R. Simeon Berebbi was the author. RashiJ 

indicates that R. Simeon may have known parts 
of the Midrash, but there is nothing to indi

cate tha t he was the composer. 

4- Kidd. 33a;: Abodah Zarra 19a 
5- Kidd. 33a 
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Buber comes to the . 
we cannot d t • · c0 nclus1on that 

e erlune who was the d. t . 
a ·,·e d t k e 1 or Just .s ·,1 o no now the edit f 

• ors o other mid-rash1m. A rea.dina of V , , _ 
- :-.> - .le oook failed to dis-

close any internal evide 
nee or clues as to 

who the author mi 0ht b 1 
. b e. \le a.re comoelled to 

agree w1 th Buber that u"' 0 auth -t . - . ..., or mus remain 
h~dden behind the curtain of history, to be 
disclosed only when all other problems will 
be exolained, Beacharith Hayamim. 

On the basis of Psalm 9 par. 8 , 

Zunz assumes that the Midrash was composed 
in Italy. He interprets the phrase 01 ~,f~ 

01f.;10 ;c •JJ~ ,')j? as referring 
to Apulia. and Sicily which are located in Italy. 
Buber contends that t he text is corrupt at 

this point and should read j) 'q)'(,e) ;)j<' or q>'0e> 
'Phili-:-_, of Macedon built Phillippi'; the second 

half of t he statement is that Seleucid built 
the city of Seleucia in Syria. It is, , therefore, 
not likely that the rAidrash was composed in 
Italy, since the evidence offered indicates 
another locality than the one suggested. 
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The weiaht f · t 
. o o in ernal evidence in-d1c2, tes that Palestine i th . 

. . 
8 e more likely place of compos1tion. It be th 

n . ars ,e stamn of 
1 ales tine from t he Doint of . f ·' 

· view o lan£Uaoe 
s tyle and method of interoretat· 6 Th~ 0 ' 

. ion. e 
naraes of the Amoraim are all of Palestinian 

orig in. A great amount of material was cul
led from Yerushalmi. And since Midrash is 

the creation of Palestinian Jewry, 7 we may 
1 d t , t t 1 , • . , 

cone u e na ,le 1.-llQrash was conroosed in 
Palestine. 

Zunz places the first part of the 
Midrash in the first part of the last cen

tury of the Gaonic period, because, ''it con

tains extracts from the Babylonian Talmud 

Pesikta, Boraitha R. Eliezer, Tanhuma and 

Pesikta Rabbati, and through its style and 

content still depicts the characteristics 

of that age. 8 This would 9lace the date 

of the book at approximately 900-950. 

6- Buber- Introduction P.4 
7- Lectures- Rabbi Tepfer and Dr.Slonimsky 

8- zunz - Vortrage P. 267 
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Isaac H. Weiss states that ' the~e 
i s much that comes from an early time but-
there is much that was added at a later date . d . ff 
in l_ erent language an~ style. It is after 
Tanhuma, but Vias written before Leviticus 
Rab bah. '

9 
Vieiss places the book at a much 

earlier da t e than Zunz. He agrees in this 
\? i th Buber. 

Buber says that it is difficult 
to determine the exact time of com1)osi tion, 
but it may be assumed that it is a very early 
Midrash with the exce:otion of certain portions 
from a later period. The author drew upon 
Yerushalmi for a good part of his material. 
He was also acquainted with Genesis Rabba, 
Pesikta de R. Kahana, and Tanhuma. From 
Psalm 119 to 121 and from Psalm 138 to the 
end of the book is a later addition from 
another author. 

9- Weiss- V. 3, P.275 
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A close study of the book dis
closes that there are tvw conceots which 
may give some clue as to the time of com
position. There are many passaaes which 

. D 

portray a period of persecution. These 
passa._:::es to :sether with those on the Mes
sianic Era lead to a belief that Buber 1s 
corrEct in dating the Midrash as very 
early. If this assumption is correct, we 
can date the Midrash within two or three 
hundred years after the Hadrianic perse
cutions. But in any case, an early date for 
the coGoosition of the Midrash is most 
plausible. 
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THE MESSIANIC ERA 
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General Rabbinic C 
. oncept of Messianic Era. 

The i dea .r:o th i 

which t he . oi e ~essianic Era in 
. . Messiah would appear is the cul-

m1na tion of a Deriod n d 
• i or evelopment and er 

stall i zati on of t hat t hou ht . J . Y-
. . g 1n ew1sh Rab-

b1n1c Theology. It is a , 1 d f . . o. en o the idea 
of nat ional sal vation and r 1· . . e 1g1ous redemp-
tion to which is added a universal idea t h t 
t' h. a 

ne istory of the world is a plan of God 
and that He will carry i t out in the end of 
time. 

The Rabbis developed a definite 
conception of conditions 1.1.rhich would mark 
the corning of the Messianic Era, and the 
character which the world would assume 
after the Messiah came. It is pertinent to 
remember however, that in the development 
of eschata"l ogical thought there was; cer
tain am0~nt of confusion until the crystal
lizing process set in and the ideas assumed 
a fixed form. Although we may expect that 
those confusions were not eliminated com
pletely from the fabric of history, yet 
we can arrive at a fairly comprehensive 
idea of what the Rabbis thought about the 

advent of the Messiah. 
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Before t~ Messiah will come the 
world •ill experience the birth-throes 

( /J'r" 'fi,/l ) of the Messianic Age. 
There Will be a great physical and moral 
crisis with the turmoil of nature, plagues, 
and moral degeneracy. Elijah would return 
from heaven as a messenger of peace- recon
ciling the hearts of Israel wi th God and 

with one another, preparing the wqy~., to re
pen tence, and thus to redemption and re
union of Israel_ l O Israel will be gather
ed together from all corners of the earth 
to t he Holy Land under the leadership of 
the Messiah, summoned by the blast of the 
heavenly trumpet. 11 

Then there will take place gi
gantic vrnrfare on the holy soil between 
the hosts of Israel and the forces of 
heathendom led by Gog a.utl Magog. This 
battle, according to Ezekiel will last 
for seven years and will end Vii th the an~ 
nihilation of the forces of evil . Before 

23 B Sira 48:10 ff· 10- Kohler p.383, Mal 3: ' . 

Sybyll 2-187 . . B Sira 36:13, 2 
11- Is 27:13, Tobit 3.13, . 

Mace 2:18 
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the Messiah, son of David will appear, another 
Messiah of the tribe of Ephraim will fall in 
battle. 12 

The Messiah, son of David will de
stroy Rome, the fourth world kingdom. He will 

then redeem the dead from Sheol. At the last 

J erusa.lem will be reestablished once again, 

and Pill become the capital of the vmrld. 13 
The time of the Ivlessiah' s coming is not known 

nor is it possible to compute it nor how long 
it will be. 13 

11- Is 27:13, Tobit 3:13, B. Sira 36:13, 
21~1acc 2: 18 

12- M. T. 87:6, Kohler p. 38/4. Sabh 96f' 
13- H.S. - Class notes on Midrash, 

J.E.- Eschatology 

Moore 2-p.352-7 
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MESSIANIC ERA I N i\FDRASH 
l .,_ TEHILLIM 

Na.ture of Messianic Era 

The Messianic Age is universal. 

f) /J~ ' ?l-v'~ /):\ f r I J, • 'J r1r, '>ll"J,N 1>$),,., 
l(/J))) Kl{ 1 ? )'i)/ ~/ '.\ f'J r 
I ,- J J r ,J)..),, )#Jc, />)!J • fr// 

,P
11IC 1,J:C jJ1

!« ~r 1JJJY )~Jc •er ~)e 

j(~/)J i) ;>H ,~ 1>1 e;.J J).S ('' JC.' 1y_~·) /01 1 

• r? -1\Y ( 

"To the chief musician , a psalm of 
David. 0 Lord because of thy strength will 

the king rejoice; th i. s is what Scripture says : 
And it shall happen on that day, t ha. t ( he of) 
the roo t of Jesse, who shall stand as an en

sign of the nations; to him shall na t ions come 
to enouire. This is the Messiah, son of David 
who i; hidden until the end of time." 14 

l/4.- 5-M. T. 21: 1 
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The 'name of th It - h . 
e 1v1ess1a ' 18 actu

ally the Messiah Who will redeem Israel and 
through them all humanity. 15 

>:)<? ,P"iJ{i<! ~r;r, /fiy() /J')r-, ,)-r~~ 

,.oJ,)'<'1 /r• ,~, ;,,c').;)i) tco:), )1,1.J\» 

I" ~ I i) (, N ~ ~ ) () fl i) ..j\ I ?1) / ,) ~ 1e..1i I 

• 1>'e1V 
"Seven thi::1gs preceded ( the creation 

of) the world by two thousand years, the Torah, 

the Seat of Glory, the Garden of Eden , Gehinom , 
Reoen t ence, the Cel estial Temple and the name 
o/ the Messiah." 16 

The Messianic Era will be a period 
of universal Deace. 

r.;) .. flK 'jfc />)fl , '1~, )r11( '.JI Pl~ '.Jlc. 
l hS )? C"r>e? ?11 )..J\ /) 'e1tf ,) ?~;,1 )/YJc 

j°I fe,, IC he IC r of 2 > fl~ (:C '? ,,O(') 

)lffc.j ;,.:)[ J°''!c[ )r; f /).11/v :Jtc 
I . ) r 11c '.J , f' I~ j1c. 

15- M. Vernes n 1s · ". to ire des Idees Messianicrues, 

pp.268-269. r 
,r yo{ /Cl~J./ - fir<.. f.'Jc J'Jrtl p.114 / >) di<! ) 297-298 

Klausner- fioe •;,, 'IJ''fl,) /l'r>; ip. 6
9 

for 
16- M.T. 90:12, cf M.T. p.196. o e 

other ref. to this Mid. 



"I am for peace; but when I sneak etc; 
.vhat (does scripture mean) I am for pea~e? 

The Holy One blessed be He says to the Messiah: 
'Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron. ' 
Said the Messiah, 'Lord of the World, No, I 

sneak lbeace to the nations;' therefore it is 
- 17 said: Iam for peace; but when I speak." 

The Messianic Era is the work of 
God . The Messi a.h is his agent. 

ft? r y,..,,,, r )/Vf/C /<ti~ ') ,.~ r 1~ i, .? 
!)'fv'' h !>'U,~ 1fttr ?'e1;v »re)) 

( , , ) J'Al• ;:;._ t~ 1f;"y1cf 'j) Jl"t<je Jc I \ )).}, /' J 

( • l/;c/,/e.f J°.:>))rl (C( 

H 8 "In time 

1 

R. Yud,6n in the name of R. ama say ' t the 
to come the Holy One' blessed be He sea s 1 

. , · aid · The Eterna Messiah at his right as it is s_ • ~ Abraham 
saith unto my lord, sit ol8my right; an 
(is seated at his left." 

17- M.T. 120:7 
18- M.T. 18:29 
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Era Vi ill 

answers 

If it were 1 d 
asxe when tn' e !.fie . . be ush . iv, ss1an1c 

,., . ered in, we would find that the 
conrl1ct. 

7r)...J\--r ; y ) ( r'/) J rj 
"The Messiah son of Dav1!d =n· o 

" is hidden until t he end of time~l9 

at any 
The Messianic redemption can come 

time. 

)}r;/C~ .J) je AN , >)j'.stcJ) !:C Jf I ))"(II 

J/4~,) 1)/1/ 1 J)»K<: j)ojJeJ ..11Je l:c ,lo)Jv 

,fl' ~? j)oj)Q) !fc fl' (,? 

"O Shepherd of Isr ael, give ear. 
As the year of r edemption is a year of sus
t~nce so the year of sustanence is (a year < 
of) redemntion ·, as r edemption ( can come) any 1 

. 20 
day so sus ta.nence ( can come) any day!' 

19- M.T. 21:1 
20- I\II. T. 80 : 2 
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"Israel said to t he Holy One, blessed 
be He: 'Lord of the World, when will you re
deem us?' He said to them, 'When you sink 
to the lowest depths ( of __ .. dec•a:ffence) then will 
I redeem you,' as it i~ said: Then shall the 
children of Israel and t he children of Judah 
be oathered toeether and they shall go up out 

o ?l 
of the land." ·--

21- M.T. 45:J 
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Acts Which YiilLBrina Th M 
--- 4--- .e ... ess . . 

Praver Ad R 1an1c Era--n epen tencsi 

I ,)fi ( 1~ f., ~1-') .!} e '!f JiJ r J ,J/J e •.:, 

)t1tc , 1 r{ ;)-A)...5,.- 'i) J)/1/) 
1
, , 

J ( 'JIJ/C' (''..I).:) 

,) IP1e1)~ ~f. ..:> /Q_')/1/ I' ti r 
;_;,..L.:.--..... I/ - }-:J JJ >) ~ ())) f°J) 

/'-A JC fj, J ,) r;d r ,)? r; --./1/J JJi) 1-S ,) 

/
1
1.:Jf'I p~;:i[ 1c 1)

1 :Ju( J) r/f...fl ;er -1ire ;J 

Jc'rlc ))Ye ,)...I\JJc /Si) ,2}f1e..J :,)h>vl 

r;" d [c;::., , 1 ;;--;;-; Jcj e /;c 1c ,i 

. J?Je le .:J /) )e), 

"F'or our soul i s bowed dovm to the 
dust; what is written after it? Arise O Lord, 
unto our help. The Holy One said to them, 
' Everything (depends upon) you; As the flower 
grows and turns its face heavenward, so if you 
repent and turn your hearts heavenward like the 
flower, then I will bring the redeemer, as it _., 

i_s_s_a~id: I will be as dew to Israel who will 
-22 grow like a flower." 

22- M.T. 45:3 
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JU>) 'J -.Ill(! /~;le ? J°))r )g ?

/' bcr_J r;oe' j'tc J.5r /le ', 
)/Yfe r /-Ji /V / / ') c' ,' J) (/YI) /1-A/V Jcfic 

-.I\ J .Y_5 //. .. fl/VI I ;") fv....1t / /.JJ ;v I I J) J J 

//-JJ;Y./ 

"He looked on when they were in dis
tress, when He heard their entreaty. R. Eleazer 
said, 'Israel is redeemed by five things: 
trouble, Drayer, merits of the fathers, repm-

~ 23 tence and the end ( of time). '" 

2 3 1vl. T. 106: 9 

\ -----
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The Effect Of The M . . 
essianic Era On The Individual 

The riahteou .1 a s w1 1 be rewarded in the Messianic future. 

Jfi ';) ?l[? ....f..//or !Jij/f/Ci) /er;( 

.;cf,( h, Yl(1_/ ,lft( 'of' ',;, ,J'Jle,v 

f'{/y k 01ei »?•~~ jol °jf• )f{Jc 

)..0 f. f' h. r J) .Jdc jl'.Jl--r ( 1,, n !• 

r; IC 1 /c;,{ f Jo-tf f ?"tJ [ NG" 
• /c r f' le I f ,>J,> jrc I' le 1 y/' J'tc 

"Unless I had believed to see the 
goodness of the Lord. We have learned in t he 
name of R. Jose , why the dots on ;c }~ [ ( dots 
on top and bot t om of ,mrd)? David said to the 
,i\lmighty, 'Ruler of the World, I know that you 
will reward the right c?ous in the Messianic fu
ture, 24 but I do not know whether I am among 
them or not.'" 25 

24- Jastrow- Diet. p. 1129 

25- M.T. 27:7 
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Those who study Torah will re
ceive their reward in the time to come. 

1,-0 f-1\?JfJy;; Jh-v ( ~r1c 
1
,l 

fJ 9 Jc 'J? J (;c 10 /c 'J )/fie ?JY 

/),,1~ p.-- f)y;v ;))f.J\? /'r1orJ1JYe 
/ J-.1f_ r,, ,1 r tr'.il.,,. ; ,1e 

"Man goeth forth unto his work, 
and to his labor until the evening. Said 
R. Asi: 'These are the children of man who 
engage ( in the study of) the Torah from 
evening to morning who ~ill receive their 

d . t' ( ' f . . ) f t f II 26 rewar 1n ne tess1an1c u ure. 

26- M. T. 10~.: 18 
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Effect Of Messianic Er_a On I l 
s:r.ae_ 

All Midrash is consolation. 

ilficp /Jiilo ,)/d'rl,)/ /"'J /?lo 

/C/lJ ;/';)~ J),N //'11!1 1) )fV/C 

i)?~,) (G} f'~..J ('{IC Jf,jc1) ,) ',J'~ 

f/Q)'r11/ 1/r...) ~j,~ 0oe 1 ..J\lc 

r; /U-)l/c /ce;s; )JV/0". f' Jc~_Ji 
r'Jro ;c, n F.:) (', c,..l\,fJe) f, Je_j ,

0
~ 

( ~ /0 ~~,') ;2_f v11J\ rrJ J)Hc 1t1 ~1f fa)f.Ji10-·f 

"Compass Zion about and walk 
round about her; number her towers, said 
R. Nachman: 'That which hath been is the 
same which r'ill be. As God has enveloped 
Israel in clouds of glory and bore them up
ward, as it is said: And I bore you on 
eagles' wings, thus will he treat thern in 
time to come, as it is said: Who are these 
that fly like a cloud.'" '2? 

27- M.T. 48:4 
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The righteous Will receive their 

vl'~-t'-'l 
.J) .5 '..) /J)/ol J1;)hc f 1 i)ftc 1)S 

1
.J 

JJf.~ )Sri;c ')/ ;;:,fi> ')/ >)'.))? ') 
I• 

1>(\11) ~~Y )/fie. icj:Jn )? 1
0
;, 1J 

1,~r ~ '-.A, f /0?'1 Jr 0;,'11 .JJ/e r f 
,.._____ 

/-II/Jc /'lo/II j1)1 f01)JYr /i i)?;\,)/ 
(1(,)J 'rt• )J)._5 !)1,)k( ,JjJ) Jj( If" r.fl( ;i 

. 0• ,)(,< ,JS '.:; Jtv!') f:,f 

"For this One is God, our God. 
V!ha. t does 'for this' mean? R. Berachya and 
R. Helba and R. Eleazer in the name of 

R. Jose, son of Haninah said, 'The Holy One 

•nill make a circle~..for the ri :Ihteous in time 
~---- ~J 

to come and He will dance v.ri th them, and they 
point to Him as it is said: This is our God. 

· · d F t· . ri d ' " 28 Therefore it 1s sa1: or h1s our Go. 

28- M.T. /48:5 
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Time beains · th 
. 

0 in e future for the J ew1sh people. At that t· . J . 
L .e erusalem will be the capital of the world. 

r '.;\y I rl/O ' ) 1(! ;> 

~)..)/ )JrlJ\/ J't> 
)cJe I' e /c)< r ,) ,;; 

"R. Pinchas said in the name of 
R. Reuben, 'The Holy One will bring Sinai, 
Tabor and Carmel, and place J erusalern on 
their peaks as it is said: The mountains 
of the Lord's house shall be firmly es-

d b th hl.11s.'" 29 tablishe a . ave _e 

6 6 f P.es R.K. ed Buber p.258 29- M. T. 3 : ; c · 
note 26 



Effect On Vi9l:l£L 

to?;;, ,) e k J!Y;Jc ,,Jr,> n 
-J\)?Jc ire_; ✓1/l!C' /')/O',) 'l)ld 

1 ) 1 y ....11 /} 1 c 1 1 ...1, 1 ) 1 -; ) ) r; 1 far; r)) 
,... 

/J'e;v ;) fr.. /)J o/ __/\fJ/c; Y/1/f h 
I 

"R. Huna says, 'Suffering has 
been divided into three parts; the fathers 
of the world and all the oenerations as-

o 

sumed one (part) ; the · generation of re-
ligious persecution 30 assumed the second; 
and t he generation of' the Messiah assU111ed 
the third.' " 31 

The nations of the world will 
suffer the Dangs of the Messianic Era. 

/)'~ ,, //;t r;_ /{/'If. f)J.5..1\e:; 

!Sr'!' µJ!t/1 ;;Cl !'/Jr,) .J\/f>'//Q /! i>ofc' 

, .Pj /) '( r I ?'.Jr;J) I° )} /.J'J);; 
"When the sun of the Messiah 

will rise, the nations of the world will 
be gathered together and lie in t~~i~ 

32 
homes; where do they go? to ~ (; · f f , _.,,b J 

30- Ace to ~unsche p. 26 
31- M.T. 2:9 
32- M.T. 10/4:18 

~/ \ ,,.,. '-

I 
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The best is yet to come in the Mess ian1· c A ge. 

?':.:> J)JV I /.:JH ...Jt.Jr;e, hc</1 

J,c yl f-.:J fa'Ji)OJV /v '/lf';) 
1 

J) ').Jl
2 ,, 

})2_(1)~ ,)oe? j:Jt f~ (, "J).;)) 

[o ,) m r {; //co.:, /'"IV 
( '..J le I' r;, ?Y,_ ltt /'/J/v''i! 

c~,) Cv J)J)) ;JY )5 

I 
"He maketh great the salvation of 

his king ; v,hat is written after it? The 
heavens relate the glory of God, and so at 
the time that the Almighty sets up his throne 
over the son of David, all rejoice as it is 
written: Unto eternity will I establish thy 
seed." 33 

33- M.T. 18:36 
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As the nations of the world are 
destined to suffer the• r~ . . 

. ,¼ess1an1c travail, 
s o t oo \~1 111 they participat e 1·n t', . f 

, , . . · - - ne Joys O the Messianic Age. 

/_.,, , r ;eke f<i> /!'e;,, ,) /;;, j'le 
rM , )J(o /''.:) --111.tv f <: t>/ir,) --111,.-;kr 

"Th ,,1 • • /'/7 iJ--11 
e Messiah comes but to aive the 

na t i ons of the wor ld six commandments such as 
0 

the Sukah, the Lulav and Phylacteries. 11 34 

The indi vi dualization of the Mes
sianic Er a is attained through the resurrec
ti on of the dead which in the Midrash is con
nected wi th the Messianic Period; the Rabbis 
sta te t ersely and catergorically. 

/½'e~ 1 /'J1 &1,) ..Jl//f'f , IC ;c/;vJ '(Joe.. 

(t, /:J t () tf C ..Jl/)//C' IC '..J ~c}<';I° 0\,NJ) 

11For my head is f illed with dew. 
In th8 day of th· Mess i ah, when t he dead 

shall arise , as i t i s written , for a dew 

on herbs is thy dew." ( The beginning of 

the verse reads: Th~· dead sg511 live, my 
dead bodies shall arise.--) 

34- M.T. 18:36 
35- M.T. 18:11 
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"Resurrection of the dead of
fered a solution to a tormenting problem, 
how to reconcile the facts of human exper
ience, in which both the aood and the bad 

0 

often fare far otherv1ise than they deserve, 
with belief in divine pr ovidence; and above 
all how to harmonize these facts with the 
retributive justice of God which is so em
p~atically enunciated in the Scriptures. 
When once the sphere of retribution was ex
tended beyond this brief life to an endless 
hereafter, theodicy need no longer harass 
faith." 36 

36- Moore 2 p. 377 
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Viha t Is Renentance1_ 

Repentance · 
Holy One' bl is remedy offered by the 

essed be He t 
1 , o c eanse our sins. 

Ol})J -; ,,of? b/>-r-' J?;j :J.5r'fic ') )/fie 

-..It c 'Ji 'e, , /J(' J' ~\ , 
...1 · . . 'r•)J )/t/<: ) 'Jc I I~ 

/
;eC/) , /, r__ J 

1CJ-'?.. )J)J1) I ,#~J,) J I 

5/cJ .J)r/{./J -11/(y r 
),).51) /IC'W)J) e /Y 

I I/( I 'Ji'( r I I ./'r I <,) , , ' Jlr /[jf /J;-y ,)(le 

( ll'i n•; 0[.,;o /4o/r :J1,1 reFtr 
11:J 'J(/( )/'lf:..J f_:, f ,f_/,)'c' k j'?;Y 

, ;)1<01 'jo..::; ye J 

~Said Rabbi Eleazer, the son of 
Jacob, i n the nmae of Rabbi Pinchas ben J air: 

'Said the Almi,~hty: I have created the spirit 
of evil (desire), be careful lest he causes 
you to sin, c.nd ·when he shall cause you to sin, 
be careful to r epent; then I will remove your 
sins, as i t is written; I have done it, and 

I will carry you even I ~ill bear and deliver 

you ( Is 46: /4.), from the judgment of Gehenom.' 
Therefore it is written: Happy is he whose 
transgressio4 is forgiven, whose sin is covered {_...,ia,~ L 
bv reoentance\ '" 37 / v/ 

J t J 

37- M.T. 32:4 



Repentance cleanses . 
sin. 

/~I'< J/'f/cJJ/ /c.:;y ?Y f!}rc ?f:Ji 
,,,,,,----.... 

,))•-,,) 'Ji'( '::J'J /ft'k ,P;;fc .'.J? 

f(;o;) JI/C
1
)/>f 1)f'ly()~ J)?)f..J> ;)/J,>f 

_/)f -'J.-1\'J<) I 'JJ?/fJJJ) ;)...J1 11) ✓JAIi 

.J? I ;o;r_ -JI >ft'//C/ ...A., JJ,111(' 01 
. /OiJlc 

"Thou turnest man to contrition and 
sayest return ye children of man. Said Rabbi 
Abahu , the son of Rabb i Zeira ; 'Great is re
pentence in that it oreceded the creation of 
the '.,vorld. And what repentance?' It was an 

echo which cleanses and says: Return ye chil
dren of men. 11 38 

38- M.T. 90:12 
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In a jocular ve1·n th 
, e Rabb1·s 11 repentQnce a bribe. ca 

,) ( WI 'n e f yr :Jr , ) ~;; ,J :>ft'lc 

'y//Jf 11,v( Jt<e 1 ,i r1w ;e,- j'llM J 

/'r? rf /I .J1c(/V /rlc 
1 

.1)Si) /Jr;r? 

/
10 < r 1>1 e [\} /'I j 11c / Jc? f j) ~ rl 
~

1
.l.~ / cl~])i)/..:J ~ jv Jcfr 1cf 

[(J; (,) 'k_,,) f /ll f j) ?JJl '.J ,) ;>/c ' \ 

"Said the Almighty: 'As long as the 
gates of prayer are open, r epent, since I accept 
a bribe in this world; :but when I sit in judgment 
in the (ivlessianic) future I do not accept bribes,' 

as it is written: He will not regard the appear
ance of any r ansom; and He will not be content, 
though thou give ever so many bribes." -39 

39- M.T. 17:5 
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Repentance was prepared for man be
fore the creation of t he world. 

foe}< f''rl(l {'1) flJ?,> 

j)' e)I ,/J-f./ yl?..:>D /co~ 

d ;) r i /I;-. I c< I /Jc} e , i 
• f.5'/)/VJ) .J\ 1~ / 

_;) J/.JJ I 

"Seven t hings existed before the 
world was created; the Seat of Glory, the ncmie 
of the Messiah, Torah, Israel, Paradise and 
Hell, Repentance and the Temple. 11 40 

40- M.T. 72:6 
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Who Can-.Renent? 

Israel and God d' 
begin the lspute who should 

process of repentance. 

f°..1) /( 01.# yY /)){) j? /)f'(/C 

( ~, ~ j'/) );0 I ?PJr: t' j r / r/ e /'/J/f//C 

;~(r/J\? ,Mir Cl~ ,r />'JIV//( hoe' 
( Cl Ii ~~) 'Ji;V y( I j) 1),l}~ )fYJ:_jf 

(;oe' )) ~If. /c /~c 1.J ;cf ;ffJ/c 1)..AJC/ 

jtc ;cft 
1 
/;vJ-,-[ ?{PJ, k( ,){;,_;.,? 

'yfi/C.:J !) je ;chc / /)Jl..h r flu 
r () 0 1 

I J) {;( j?Jf )Jv/~jf 

?> ( )/ o.)) 

"Said the sons of Korah, 'Until 
when do you say, return O backsliding chil
dren; Israel says t o you; r eturn first as it 
is written: Return O Lord, how long yet? 
And you say no, hut Israel r eturns first; you 
do not return alone, and vie will no t return 

· 1·t 1 " 41 
alone; but we both return s1rnu aneous y. 

41- M.T. 85:3 
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. The repentant one, who is aware that 
he sinned and prays is forgiven. 

,)..A I ( /.j , r{ ( ~ .:> ~) ~)..I)) / ;>) ) fl [fr, I? ft - ( 

frvJi/V/ I /c. 01)<( "'fy/'e //I ~f. yJVr 

"My heart is deeply wounded with-
i n me. From t his ( verse) you l earn that he 
who knr.,ws that he has sinned and prays against 
the sin and fears the sin and argues (pleads 
or confesses) it between him and the Holy One, 
blessed be He, he shall receive forgiveness." 42 

l2- M. T. 51: 2 
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For some sinners repentance is 
impossible because they are of such a na
ture that they are not likely to enter 
upon a course of real repentance such as 
would be followed by repentance. 43 

C~1,t,1e 1t1 ~ 01)~ .,> Jt11c 

/? JI.SI) ( (;..:J, j'lc _JJ / )1~--r? 

, _J] ';,ifiy 1) r;;fi ;( p (/ 
"Rabbi Pinchas said, 'He who is 

confirmed in transgression cannot repent 44 
and there is never forgiveness for him. '" 

., 

43_ MontJfiore-
f 

! 

44- M. , l: 22 

Rab Lit p.400, Schechter
Aspects p.300 
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The Act Of Repentance 

God's prima d · ry es1re i s repentance· 
He· does not des ire the death of His creature;, 
but that they return to Him. 

j'ice I J)_/./( ,e) ~ /) 

~e I°(;, k ; ;, "JJ r 
I.:) )'" ( ) ) ) -fi/ /./ (' ti)/) 

!Ir ; c( ' .:J 

~ J) J)Jl /c 

f e ;c{ ~ 

"For thou art not a God t hat hath 
pleasure in wickedness; You do not seek the 
blame of the world, as it i s writ ten: For He 
is no t a God who des ires t he deat h of the 
wicked but that he r eturn (repent ) and live." 45 

45- M.T. 5:7 
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Repentance has to Penetrate to 
heart. -

/r 1h?lf1J' /cf f'Jlc 'JVc 
I 

J )f{IC' ';) ';V ) jl)J'Jr / 'IC/ 

fJ JC J)e y /VC~ 1)?/1)' )~ io/' 

/I-r >ft) y .. I_?~ 1)/V'k ))t=i)UJ 

j( ;;/// ;)?>J} 
"Happy is the man unto whom the 

Lord imputeth not iniquity , and in whose 
spirit there is no guile. Said Rabbi Jose, 
the son of Rabbi Judah, 'If a man makes com
plete repentance in which his heart is (so 
moved until it is) uprooted (from its wick
edness), the Holy One, blessed be He, will 

forgive him.'" ~6 



37 

Repentance mu~+ ho 17 '-'V -~ accompanied by 
crmfession. f 

j'(;c )C/f r f I y{ ) I ,N..5/11 fi fJ/1 ( 
r'? ;o''J>! .JT//1 ,,'e 5 ,/c1~j,) J-.1}} 

~/( k j1el (1c·~ ~·, 'kN) /If r 
; ) (' ,i] .. Jc?> ,) ;o 17-r ,) 1,1)( i ), ?/I 

1 
'Jl/(0{) Jf{/c~ I'~ fer,) ;0{i,f lc2( j)Jy( 

(c110

f 1 ;t)'-.A1c C11 [f-J\J r;:] rlr )f{/C'/ ";~J~ 
"To the chief music~an, a psalm of 

David, when Nathan, the prophet came unto him; 
this is 1Hhat Scripture says: Death and life 
are in the power of the tongue. The tongue of 

man brings him to life in the World to come. 

v;ha t caused David to come to the World to come? 

His mouth, because he said, 'l have sinned,' 

as it i s v:ri t t en: David said( to Na than) I have 

sinned!' 48 

l7- Maimonides 

~8- M.T. 51:l 

2:2, 1:1; cf Schechter 
Aspects p.335 
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Man has only to determine to re
he may be sure of acceptance.49 
I /)0 r /Y "J) /' f. .> f.. 1 r ) ? ef J ) , ) ~ , c 

• ?5 ..:> 1 Vf1 f')' ?>)) /4 ;)jiJ /C,r; 

~1cGI)~ Jl>Jc/1/ /°.,)/ 1 )ft'lc' J7c 

UJ!)C> P 1
~

1 1c.fr c ,)J(~Jl 'd /'(c 

,( -11 l( c /~{I ,)~Jf Ji i'J~l'f/ ))?~);) ? 

"Happy is the man that maketh the 
Lord his trust, and turneth not unto the proud, 
nor such as stray aside unto lies. Let not man 

say, t I have sinned and there is no hope --{--e-f-re
storation or mending form•~)' but let him put 
his confidence in the Holy One, blessed be He , 
and. he will be received." 50 

49- Schechter- Aspects p.334 

50- M. T. 110: 3 
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The Time Of R epentance 

Repentance is not . 
particular time 51 .. confined to a 

nor is it confi d t 
the ten days of Pen1· t 52 . ne o ence. 

G-e I 1)
1 

' ) J rlt:.J; )Ii) /-=> ,J~, ..I\/) ff I 
, r "I) } '' 1 1 'J J fY i) I .:J I '.:i j c> / '-Y ~ (' fJ , c 

,0\1t'J ~ f' lf 1)~j~ J\ r~ IY 1(C' 

~vr y /) le pl' r/{ )J,ftc 1

) ) rtfC 

f",I C '.:)/ /,>','iG,\ 1[/)/f/C ir\J\'(V 

~ 1 i)r )(ff( ,1,,rt' '.J\fY'1c .-,,1· 
/c.tH. f 1'11 i)2lt.1, 1)~/Y {c../i) /-.:)f 

)) r I e.J < /' /J I ~ I ( ~ j I ) f) (( r _j', I fl ( 

, , j i,1 I.:) j•tJ, f-ttl- _J\0tJr 't i) 

"Teach us to nlj.mber our days; said 

Rabbi Joshua, 'If we know exactly how long we 

will live, we can repent before we die.' Said 

Rabbi Eleazer, 'Repent one day before your 
death.' His nunils said to him, 'How does man 

!. .l 

know when he will die?' He answered, 'the more 
reason that he should repent every day lest he 
die on the following day, so that all his life 

1s spent 1n reoentance.'" 
53 

51- Schechter- Aspects p. 340 
52- Montifiore- Rabb. Teachings P· 403 

53- M.T. 90:16 
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and says 
Rabbi Haninah personifies repentance, 

that it should always be before you. 

i)r1/'!.J\ /C,).f\ f'fi'd"{ fcjj() /) )ff/c. 

'.J\rl ,,, ',) 1\?I('_ \J.if ;)'tl"' 

\ ' i' H (Y' f P j ,) I 

"Said Rabbi Haninah, 'Repentance 
should always be found before you.'" 54 

It is 
always 

Repentance is always available. 
often compared with the sea, which is 

. b-1 55 access1 e. · · 

1 )r rrct /(i)i) )c> /cjjn'> 

~15 r' ;').)\I.) 0 l 1)/Y I r('t' u ) ? (;c;JY-e. 

h,., 2 i).J ·,) ,luJ\ )lh/'I rr 

~L- M.T. 90:16 
55- Montifiore·- Rab. Lit p. L!.04 



f> 'NY V ;){i)..J\ I)'(~ ,r )f'l/e 

r~ le f 'ho I I 

J f° /'l,'i)f (0 11)(..j\i) 

f:. j{ I(" (i.., r jf,JJ u /Q ,) ?/(JI '>-rf 

1 f ', V /J :; I° 'I 'f. 1 rt 'I g ~ G 11 CM 

f (1-d r,JJ UJ'tc ,),5 ,) _,<>',) ,)/'I 

I r f;/J ) f ~ i rN I u ,) ~ 'ti t: i 
1 ~ 1 i'i 3 > ' ( ) \ --rt y:; 1 r ?; 1) 

J) f--6 ~ l'> 3 , ) t .1 1" f G 
. fr ()f'I 1) / 1, 1) 1)f 1eJJ 

"Rabbi Haninah, the son of Rabbi 
Pappas asked Rabbi Samuel, ' What is the mean

ing of th;-:, verse, 'Thou hast covered thyself 

with a cloud that no prayer should pass through. ' 
He said to him, 'The gates of prayer are some
times open and sometimes closed, but the gates 
of Heaven are never closed, as it is written: 
The confidence of all the ends of the earth and 

of the sea that are far away; as the sea is never 
closed and he who desires can be cleansed by it 
at all times, so with repentance whenever man de
sires to repent, the Holy One, blessed be He re
ceives him," 56 

56- M.T. 65:4 
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Effect Of R epentance 

' I I i1 ,) .5 , I° /)/) I :) 

( , ~ lo I ., ) ,>/ I{ 

lJC/1 ,)~) ";) Jvfl'I /') i c}'f ;, ie 
J, [ j II ( J tf) )2 Jc 'jn J < r_} !<_)1 .,J /J J IY! c 

/ rJ/1 /1:Je /)fl(! ;cJ'e ;.✓v& 
rf ?I c/ /)/Vf 1(11 " 1 I ) JJ I''? 'Jr,) 

,vn,) f)?tc /fl '"f<'v (,It',) )J)oJc) 
I I I 

'..A'("( f1c ?.'''l? .J)e,r/ f fl J ,) JY I )fl/C 

)c1 ,) /..J/ ;{ :>rvlc 'JJJf v..:;/i .1)?/fJl 

)t1!( 1)"f"f. 1)J'it1c J)fl.JI J) ?le11)) 

;1?, 1 11 (' r /Y ) /)) r _JI I y , ) ) r ? , r: 
vi hoso confesseth and forsaketh 

them (transgressions) will obtain mercy. 
This is Cain, as it i s written: And Cain 
went out from the pres~ence of the Lord. 
Rabbi Huna, in the name of Rabbi Haninah, 
the son of Rabbi Isaac teaches that he went 
out happy, as it is written: And Haman went 
forth on that day joyful and with a glad heart. 
Adam met him and asked, ' What was done in your 
judgment,' Cain replied, 'l repented and I have 
been forgiven (released).' He (Adam) said to 
him. 'So great is the power of repentance.' He 
thereupon said, 'It is good to repent to the 

Lord. '~' 57 

57- M.T. 100:2 
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not sin. If a man r epents it is as i f he did 

fJl)fY/ ifl lo ft_3 Jc )J(~' '> )f{/C 

,);,Li Jtv11,, ,.J\J)'i', ~ /"'N ,)~1..,, 

jc[ 101c.j 1f "Jfi" 1//_() J J)flf.Jl >)e_,r·' 
----------....:---~"'"""' I 

{ic• }C' rf'tc) (J}~J\ 1 JC ft /!JC /0' / Y ,;' J) /C (/} 

' .......... "Rabbi Issachar said, 'He who utters 
profani t y and commits heaps of s ins, and t he 
Holy One, blessed be He says, Let him repent; 
it were as if he did not sin at all, as it is 
written: He seeth the wrongdoer and him who 
considereth not.'" 58 

58- M.T. 5:8 
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. God is represented as willin~ and 
even anxious to Welcome the penitent. aHe will 
be rewarded. 59 

t//) J[ ;'°lk_ {J/k ,) 'Y~' )/V/c 

If f I ( I/ I 

..)IC j)? () J) Jlf/C (, .sj' y ~ t) f lJ )f; 
r , ( :Jt;c J)?fe..1i h'?f Jl/&ffv 'r' 

,)?leN I ,,r Ir J-AJ~ 'r>' ,) 'J? )'.5/.)/" 

• ('l).i{t \)ff) i( f 1k f'lk. )r<tcj i"r 
"Said Isaiah, 'Peace, peace to him 

that is af ar off, and to him that is near.' 
The Holy One, blessed be He said, 'My hands 
are stretched out toward the penitent; I 
t hrus t none back who gives me his heart in 
r enent ance. '" 60 

;)/() ;)/'I • 
1
)) ,2,.,. r ()JJ ff r 

rAJ/! , ',) 1nf J;Y I/ 1;1 

59- Montifiore- Rab. Lit P· 40/4 
60- M.T. 120:7 



/4 5 

) rt~-€ ,1) I r'(jV )) ?Jf .J) J)e/o j) ~e 
I r /c ) I 

1
, I , I ? .:> 1 { f, ,, 

I 'o I /r J) c\l i) 
fl ) () J> /Y J) Jc) I /C',l I r Ir f) fJ f. 

//C )(1) 1cr ))2/~.J) /(o Jc. k )"f' 

;)e.-rf"r' J{ (c'1(!{ }f ~f1e_] f''?'-;.;, 

,0(1{ I tc) 
1
,J } ) ~ /{Ji /fr/ j<--i) 121e 

j;,( /' j ( /~ r:. /J~/J /lcj\ 
(Jc /Cfi /,).Jl)_j\/y' y° )'( ~ '..:>(/I f))~ 

"To the chief musician, to the ser
vant of the Lord. What did David see to say, 

'to the servant of the Lord?' To teach you 
that he who repents of his sin, the Holy One, 
blessed be He , will add honor to him and gives 
him a name of endearment; the sons of Korah, 
as long as they did not repent they were not 
called Lilies ( an allusion to Ps /45:l); when 
they renounced their father's deed and repented 

they were called Lilies, as it is writ ten: To 
the chief musician upon Shoshanim by the sons 

- f 1 11 61 
of Korah, a fv1askil, a song o ove. 

61- M.T. 18:3 
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PRAYER 
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What I p s rayer-- Why Do We P:i:-ay? 

Prayer is th e service of the heart. 

"Ye shall 
1
. s serve t he Lord' your God " 62 

understood as 11 ' 

6.3 
' ye shall worshio, God in 

Prayer." 
11 

joN(J\ 6' fi'< NJ)( )/YIC ;') ~fr (..'.)/ ,J)}JJ) 

'°.:>~..:.[ r r / t> r 1 , \ P? tr?..., H ,..), '..t,/Jtr 11c 

,)~fY Pr!C~ n,lri' 1c 1 11 i)/1 (f: 1 ;c.•/d) 

';) ...f,/C 1, ~ )IV 1cj ~ J) Je)J) /C ftc 

('? ,[ 'J).JI) i)JJ ) 2 'J v r //' ?J )) f)f'/(? 

"Rabbi J och;man said, ' What is the 
s ervice of God? Prayer. ' Likewise, Moses 

said, 'And it shall come to pass, if you will 
harken diligently unto my commandments------
and serve Him with all your heart.' The ser
vice that man performs is prayer. 'Serve the 

Lord with joy.'" 64 

62- Ex 23:25 
63- Schechter- Aspects P· 156; J.E.- Prayer 

61~- M. T. 66:2 

-----



Meditation -is prayer 

'M' /)/ )'/cf{ ') . ~(o I '.:J ~-p-r 1)}c)..J\ 

~J?-1,{ f''l/c (lg 'Nl'/C J/1/c j':Jff J/l 

/;t)e,ffv..J\ ' .J~tc-1 /'J)i oilf-A ,f',:nJ 

I" 5 r' ft c~ ' '..J ' .. M 'le J 
1 
:rrf j) (o_,, 

i"''c ;?)1)1>/c1] /!)'~ ?fe>'Z 1 'j) :Jvh 
,?(JI /Cl,)..JA'1c1 rri)J/v ,c,)) ,)rf)..Ji 

'f>'R__ l1vf ~1~~,c ),VtcJ~ J'..:>)g 
} 

(f~ f>{) 'y 'clc 1:.f Jf '-" >] -J~,d [Cc ?,v<1 :>-A) 

,J,, )~/CJ~ »(vJ\ it he ;)/J'~ ('1c1 

( /o ~._, 1}r>) r )Y ..Ji!_} .:Y ( )) ~e? j)/~ r 1)/J j , 
I 

"A prayer of the afflicted when he 
1s overwhelmed. Rabbi Meir and Rabbi Jose; 
one of them said, 'When does man demand his 
needs?' He demands his needs and then prays, 
as it is written, 'a prayer of the afflicted, 
when? when he is overwhelmed; at the time he 
is before the Almighty, he pours out his med
itations. (The latter says first he prays 
then he demands his needs, as it is written, 
'1 pour out before Him my grief) and after 
that my distress I recite before Him.' Med -
itation is prayer as it is written, 'And 
Isaac was gone out to meditate in the field 
toward evening.'" 65 

65- M.T. 102:2 
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Standing, meditation . 
sion are essentials f and interces-

0 prayer. 

?J>'/c i>r>'(fc P '7u'i-t ? CI?? ?,'Y 

[f t)-'1 ,1 r ? I J ~ fJ r Jc e. /...:> , Al I 1 /' 11c1fte '> 

fl' u C J i)._J) , fV I '° l'c~ _J\l}t).J\ f re 
f,n~tc fl-.l'llc j\\.J) f'ri-r;i J\Ji'/e 

f..:)e_ 'I //cj ~ .Ji'JI>~ -J\(J.J\ (l).J\ 

y/vo J~ic f' 1(1JV,) r;c. Jf?? f,,>21e 

1)? 'ti> j'1c/ (s:> '(, ',r)',) j i) J\lc Fe 
(ru 'J of)jJ j>/f'f'/ )JY/0€ ,)rvJ\ 1clrc 

J )1:_/1' .Jl r JJ) I ('.JI f P J... tr \' :, .. ) 
_J,u,I 1) ,j er' /) J ~ r ( )fiJ, 1cJ, J /~e 

10 ~ ,l (.)Jl ;cftc N''e j'KI r ;rt 
? @R..' ',) J<>fi

1 
fi&r· '.J :J-iI 1)(,JJi 

_;);, lT Jl f ,)J) / \.JI ? (D' (tc iy, ~)JI) //J '( 

I 'f(/ (le' fl~ 1
}~) f ~ffi' '(~: ·1 '10e 

J)./1/C/ Jr//( jf 1)('~ /C/1( 11 6 ('.i) 

0 t I i'0 ,: fr, ,) r-"( .,. rr ,)JV
1 (;£ 

~ ~~ \re 1 1J.)J'1 ,-ij J f' T6? /Cf..Jl 
('5 C ;~ ~ )~ 1

? 
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"'At · 
evening and morning and noon 

will I make my comnlaint , Rabbi· 
8 1 , , amue says. 

From here (we know) that man has to Pray three 
times a day; and who instituted them? The 
fathers of the world (Patriarchs) arranged 
them; Abraham instituted the morning prayer, 
as it is .vri tten; And Abraham got up early 
in the morning to the place where he stood be
fore the Lord. Standing implies prayer, as it 
is written: Then stood up Phineas and executed 
ju,ments. Isaac instituted the afternoon 
prayer, as it is written: And Isaac was gone 
out to meditate in the field toward evening. 
As it is \11ri t ten: A prayer of the afflicted 
when he is overwhelmed and poureth out be
fore the Lord his com?laint. Jacob institu
t ed th8 evening prayer, as it is writ ten: 
And he lighted upon a certain place . . The.ex-

66 as it is written: Dression paga means prayer 
~ut thou- -pray not thou in behalf of this peo-
1 11.ft UIJ in their behalf entre6aty or p e, nor . 

11 

7 
prayer, nor make intercession to me. 

66- Jastrow p. 1133 
67- M. T. 5:: 2 
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The purpose of ra . 
for our sins It . P Yer 1s to atone 

• 18 the only wa this, since the T Y we can do 
emple was destroyed. 

' p{;,(' 'I !j e)[ -..11/'Je>,) J[foN~ ~ 1?// 

;rf !J( /1<: N-:rr p/JJ, ') <Mc 

n 1) JJ ,,r, ! ?ir' 1,r ;,)::, 
1

,.;; 
1
,, V 

r )/) f? ,P/J(J U'h-- )i).:Jj{f_ ()P..f/f 1cf1 

1cftc !_}- Y 1? J "-Mj ; er f.J()/1 ,) .J\, r 
1 ;) Y;Y~ f) ))/Jj~ ~) (..:J'vf J)ri)../1 

,?
1

/1
1

1) G !°f 1?[; :J'r /',)! )/VI/(/ 

(ct /0c~J 
"And He desires that the people 

pray to Him, and He will receive them. Rabbi 
Isaac said, 'We have no prophet, priest, sac
rifice, temple or altar to atone for our sins; 
and since the Temple was destroyed there is 
nothing left to us but prayer, therefore God 
forgive, God heed (our call), and (Scripture) 
says: And mine eyes and mine heart shall be 

68 there perpetually.' 11 

68- M.T. 5:7 
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!ho Can p~ 

The Almighty des1·res 
prayer from the wicked. righteous 

/lr.5] ,)(.5 'f,(,, 'o :Jr{ ,)r.111 
!)/]; /J' Je 1 ,- r 

-1J/i}../I/ l_!)h'JJ) /J'Ye) 
I II 

j' ,e) J) /JV e /r/f 1) 1 ) ,) /'le (Ii /'(,{ifi) 

f t1? fi /cJ,) i )/1, 1)U;- ;rfi f)?..f ;c( 

f,;M ;c(.:, )IY//c /c/,) /JI f''J( 1 --Jl{M 

ffe· '1 ;)Ji J , 'J )Ji le r; , ) rrr J ·!f.!1? /) i'., 
"A prayer of the afflicted when he 

is overwhelmed. This is what Scripture says: 
( the sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination 
((of the Lord)) ) but the prayer of the up
right obtaineth his favor. The Holy One, 
blessed be He, does not desire the wicked 
(to bring) sacrifices and burnt offerings. 
What does He desire? The prayer of the 
righteous; and so Scripture says: For thou 
desirest not sacrifice, else would I give 

69 it, in burnt offering hast thou no delight. " 

69- M.T. 102:1 
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The individual as well as the 
group can pray and the Almighty listens 
to them. 

/<:};tJ ...Atj.:) ,) .JI'? r '!fa J f'y I )~ o' 

f ,JJYr ({0. __ .1;,41 
, tf(&Jlp1 JI?}. 

r'J r; /{;-.:; ...fi.Jc, I 'r/1/f ,1)? f,)/ 
I I ( 

J)fu r/(Je_ !:I 

"A man enters the Synagogue and 
finds the congregation nraying; he prays 
with them and the Holy One, blessed be He, 
listens to all of them; therefore it is 

( ) , t t II 70 said: He who 11s ens o prayer. 

70- M.T. 65:2 
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How Doeii..Jlne Eng;ige In Pra.ver? 
-

Prayer is a solemn occasion. 

/".? /V/Y /ic !_}'.A le) !} j'-' I 
/{J f/c) Yr'l:J fl.Jiff Jtftc [fu,;f 
;c!i Ve) ..Jl ,r() /IJJ,h' / c;; )JJ)e jl-JJN 

I/ ( 

, .. , Jl?h(V.J\ i)r'/l,J 'Jll'l('e 'y::, f" [ Of' ,/J'Jr} /1-4/Y 

"Thus taught our Rabbis; prayer is 
offered with solemnity, and not with laughter, 
frivolity or useless chatter so that the Al-

. ' t h ld h d t' . " 71 m1gn y s ou . ee ne1r prayer. 

The heart has to be "ripe" with re
DPntance to make the prayer acceptible. I 

p IC k> '/Jc.Ii'' n i' {; ( ft ,) (,)_J) r.,v;~ 

/JJY/CJ!c..:J fl Jer G /cf;c JJY/Jc!}'!c 

....1\-Y ti :J f' ~I< ;:;_ {..fl [,i_,., /' IC I' 'II ~II 

fie/ ){?..:, Ji'[ /''fl'/ (.:, t°/C JCJIC 

~-1\}e)-11 ,J)r/~J\2 Xr.:J 02[ !)te 
0/f I e 1)J\ /c f''c !) fv I Y/f/(_ ,1..A/C ) (? 

)ij fr;(' !Ii ,) /f ,) f i ) r )/Y/C 

I i'' i-Y ,) {;µ -Yf'l/1( )/V 10 frf 
I • I Ki r , J ~ 2 ..J 

71- M.T. 108:1 
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"O Thou that hearest prayer, unto 
The e a.11 flesh shall come." The verse says, 
all flesh not all men. From this the Rabbis 
deduce that Man's prayer is not heard until 
his heart is made "ripe;• 72 \'le too have 

made our hearts "ripe" With repentance; you 
hear the prayers of all flesh, but you do not 
hear ours. The Holy One, blessed be He, Said, 
"the vow will be paid to you, therefore it is 
said: 0 Thou that hearest prayer upto Thee 
all prayer shall come." 73 

There is no prayer without movement 
of the heart, the t wo imply each other°f, 

J°3IC (
11
/l I..J'J) y-Y-'f( ;('Y ? 

,r )ff !IC ;) r /,), iY, i) ~-" r f ;V--r-r 

f, (r, '.:i Jo( ,)~ 1 Yurf ft&r•f 
"When my heart is overw · helmed. How 

t d in prayer? Rabbi Judah long must a man s an " as it 
, t·1 his heart is overwhelmed, 

says, un l f the afflicted when is written: A pra~e
74

o 
he is overwhelmed. 

73-M.T. 65:2 
74- M.T. 61:2 
72- Jastrow P· 199 
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The element of intenti a· 
. on 

0
1ves 

meaning to action and makes a reality of 
a religious form. 75 

J\_}J.:J P i e [J;rtj n_J (e111e /7 J tile. 

;vi ~,J.11 <:, ) v~ ~ ;c ,)J\ ,) raJ\? Irr 
(3' ~ ,)-A) 1c) ( ') ~ r' i) j,) r --A •flu 

'jJ1c ?'(P.f\ f?r / '.J../\ 

"Rabbi Samuel, the son of Nachmani 
said, 'If you have inclined your heart to 
prayer, be assured that the Holy One, blessed 
be He will listen to your prayer;' as it is 
written: Thou wilt strengthen their heart, 
thou wilt cause thy ear to listen." 76 

75-Moore 2:223 
76- M.T. 108:1 
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When Do We Pra__y? 

The acceptable time for prayer is 
when the congregation prays. 

f'J) /'~r /<:J. J[i.1i )? 'o/' ✓) )IY/c 

) l?g, l~ il H ? /I} J -1\r '-M'lcl ,) [u.Ji f 

j'Juir ~ j ((fie /<ii) j>I / ffu..11;v 

( !) tft 5-r) rJ\ J-r 

"Rqbbi Jose bar Tachlaphta said, 
'there are specified times f or prayer; \"!hen 
is t he time Drooi tious? At the time when ... J. 

the conPr egation prays, as (Scripture) says: 
0 ~ ?7 

In the time of f avor have I answered thee." 

77- M.T. 69:2 
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Pray · 
er ls always acceptable. 

f)) f'Jl'f Ut1ra>f°h) /ce>'M-1\ ) ? ,
6

1r ') 

!.J\~i)J\ 'jl<I I 0'i)/ j/1 /c?f
1 

iJ(,).J\[ 

1 \y )ff /C (~, to 1;\.J\) ;iJ) ..JtY ',) or 
jlcf ,ntc f hn [tn ,)?'i>l j~( 
f' · ,)r;c f h.J,, 1,,u, J:J;i ( f/:i)Jl(Y 

l'Y e I --A /V /Cr' 1J' r Yo/) (Ji' 

"Rabbi Jose bar Tachlipa ( Chalapta) 
said, 'Are there specified times for .prayer?' 
David explained, 'But as for me, I direct my 
prayers unto Thee, 0 Lord, in a time of favor. 
David said to the Holy One, bless d be He, 

Lord of the Vlor ld; vi hen I pray to you may it 

be an acceptable time, 0 God , in the multitude 

of thy kindness; answer me in the truth of 
Thy salvation.'" 78 

78 P de R, K, ch. Shuva cf. - es M.T. 65:4 
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The Almighty 1· t 
· 18 ens to Israel's at all times. 

ve'e ;, He ,)?~0 ~•'>f e ~1..Ar1 ('ic 
,)~Y -Y;ff !°le/ Cu(' if_ J-'1fo./l 

j)?' j l;) ',1 I i1!)(o ~) l;)Y;V~ /JJ 19{ 

f (c) e / / (t;, r he:)~) ) {) IC.I) He 1Hrl 

/Jl f;ij) y fl/e I ti i) ~ ,),f" r j'?•) /JC 

r11 )riff )(if:} r.Jf ,)Yf G? 
,r ' 
} f(") _i\ le ,) y;J~' '0 'J\?1'1 JC 

' j 1/J .J\ 

"The Almighty is asked only that He 
listen to Israel's prayers, and if He listens, 
He fulfills, as it is written: 0 Lord, hear; 
0 Lord, forgive; 0 Lord hearken, and do it; 

delay not. Israel loves the Holy One, blessed 

be He, who listens to their prayers at all times, 

therefore David said, 'It is lovely to me that 

1 . t · I 11 79 the Lord heareth my voice-, my supp 1ca ions. 

79- M.T. 116:1 
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As soon as a man awakes and is con
cious he prays. 

l'0Vv fr f r IC{-::J . o/ fr} )) (VJ) 

/Q!./1 /I )J 'I) ff ( I J f> ) /Y lie I ((iJ,JiJV 

"A prayer of David. When a man a
wakes from sleep, he pr ays and says, 'Blessed 
is He who awakens the dead. ' 11 80 

God waits for his crown until the ----.... --. • -, 

las t pr ayers ar e said _by _ Israel. 

t~r;,,) )//IC /c,>/C ' ) r? ol!)iJ 1) 

r.Jt;Y/f / cf,) ;) fu.Jl)) ;;. .)Ut/1'/Y /cl1)f. 

r,()~ '<e ,)_)J)jl/(' :2.~:.L?. rri>Ji/le j>7' 

k /f/ll ? ,:faj1 ,l>(y /1)/v ,):;-.1 
) , } J ~/() f _fi)::, )? }cj ~ »r\1 >) 

1? r'..fl.)e i)?~J) j)j c)'JJ 01 '~) 

,;c J !"'.) (('r?f 1r~) /c1~ )e't ("39 

' ) /I J le y Ir I f I I r t> I ( 

80- M. T. 17 : 6 

--, 
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"Rabbi Pinchas, 1n the mHme of 
Rabbi Abba said, 'The angel who supervises 
prayer waits until the last congregation of 
Israel offers its prayers; He makes a crown 
from them and places it on the head of the 
Almighty, as it is 17ritten: Blessings come 
uDon the head of the righteous; 'the right-( 

eous' is the Almighty, as it is Viritten: 
Just and uDright is He; ther2fore it is 

~ 81 said: Day unto day uttereth speech." 

81- iv1.T. 19:7 
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Where Can We Pray? 

1 r '..}.)f(/C 'JIC MH, r J) ?
1

(),) )({IC 

_j\~r>) --"'2? rr;).J\» 
1 

r~~/'I ,)J\IC~..:> 

((il.JI,) r ri.)' MIC /'le f ((/ I)')',)~ 

i?'r~ r!J\? rre>J\)) ; -1\◊J.:),") _J\
1?? 

? I~? (r:' ~/h) f (!.:>' Jµ. IC /!tc f le/ 
\ , I 

}'f( f' /(/ ' t I i' ~ 1-n? (fo.11 i\ Io/ E: 

; J\'1 _,-) I.J\? ~(u.J\>1 ( (,✓ 1 J)J1tf 
) \ \ 

>).J'I<- j'Jc r1cI 1 ?-11£;v h frv.J\)\ 
}-- (r r r 

1, \ !-' i /'-.11 C~ h ·n u~, ,l J It.:>' 

h- ~i' f}? /l['I/C ,,),) ; / re 
I l) ro- jfv/f/ f:)r:Jel'I 

"The Holy One, blessed be He, said 
to Israel, I bade thee read thy prayers unto 
me in t hy fields; and if thou art unable t o 
do this; pray in thy house; and if this be in
convenient to thee, pray on thy bed; and if 
thou canst not do even this, t hink of me in 
thy heart." 82 

82- M. T. 4:9 
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Effect Of Praver 

God always listens t o the prayers 
of Israel. 

YI/If ,,rl !) .S/c Jcb/Jl;r f Ji )f? 

/c r 1),{;1 )} »1c .J,//rJ/1 j 1--, / CblJ1/I/ 

J.J;c (Yre-A);c[ J1Jlo/Y !)1-r Y?fJJ 

;) rv..J) -Y/1/ ( '!J) Y/ /t/U 

"Man's ears are (tired when) filled 
( with hearing) and :i s ears are (tired when) 
filled (with see ing); but the eyes of the Holy 
One, blessed be He , are not sated with seeing 
nor are his ears tired of lis tening; therefore 
(0 He who) lis t ens t o ~1rayer." 83 

rje l Y/l,er r;..,, f'~I ) f? tr;. 
)fl YI/I~ } r,.), 0'K/ p1 (C j2 i)e fe, t 

t,) /c fie )" J•tc M
0

;),) !rte / f..:i 
, :Jfl}C.:J f-llriJJ\ f/1/~ /Cf,)/ ?'frJ._/)jV 

"A human king can listen to two or 
three people but can not listen to al l of them, 
but the Holy One, blessed be He is not (subj ect) 
to this; all pray and He listens to their prayers 

· lt 1 " 84 s1mu aneous y. 

84- Ivl.T. 65:2 
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Repetitive prayer will be heard 
by God and fulfilled. 

f IC /C? {C ) f /C"J) 1
) )((IC 

) ~w, , c i)J\ ..J\ rr:i)./1 J .J\ ).SM ...1.r ray 
.....1\/('r{ Y'Xr Jc!,)/ 1.../J [JJ) ,)rt1Ur 
(Sil 1

,) ~c ,) p I f1C M fc--A e
1
i? 

• 
1
i) hr ,)/()/ fl'lf / ?r t1111c 'I 

"Said Rabbi Chiah bar Aba; if you 
prayed and prayed again, be assured that your 
prayer is heard, and He will fulfill your re

quest; what is the reason (which supports 
this)? Wait on the Lord; be of good courage, 

and He shall strength your heart; because 

( you) wait on the Lord." 85 

85- M.T. 27:7 



'A strong Rock; r 

/t? f' ,-J.I (~? · ..5/rfl J/J( ,f ,) , ;) 

:)IC I __j\ 
1_rc? ) Y gr j1c e I I' .J , r '/IJ) 

(~ I 

j\ ',}J) r ~ e)J, ,) r __.J\ 1· ~J !.Ai' r o J.:d 
1
Jcje ..5/o !Jc/I 'Ji{;)J\ ,[ 

(, ;,, ,H,,.,) ',) f'-f.. .sir !Jr,,v 
"Be thou unto me a s trong rock. 

In the Exi l e . To come always ; when I am 

(suffering) anguish in Exile, I enter the 
Synagogue to pray, l et my prayer be as a 
r ock of orotection, as it is said: The 

. L d · t t · " 86 name of the or 1s a s rang ower. 

86- ~t T. 71: 1 

r--. 
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