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- GENERAL EUROPEAN CONDITIONS

A meaningful discussion on an author must be
concerned both with the social millieu from which
the author emerged and from which he gained the im-
petus to write, as well as with the influence that
the writer had on his society.

TAR author is eftems the forerunner of social
change. It is he, who most often calls to the
attention of the pepulace the need for social change and lw it
can be brought about and thus he becomes a factor
in the process of social change in so far as he
influences %is enviromment. I will attempt to show
the factors inherent in the social process of the
society in which Gordon lived, which in their
uniqueness gave rise to Gordon, the author. I will
also attempt to show the way in which Gordon, the .u
author , was an influential factor in molding the
ideas of his period.

This paper will deal with the conditions of
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the Russian Jewish community of the middle of the
nineteenth century and with the specific problems
and solutions which Gordon suggested in his essays.

To understand the world of Gordon it is
necessary to consider the influence of the Russian
Jewish world on Gordon, and to understand the
Russian Jewish life it is necessary to understand
the conditions that existed in Russia, and
Russia's attitudes and actions can best be under-
stood in its relationship tp the European scene.
All of these would have their influence on Gordon
but, nnturllly; his immediate milieu would exert
the greatest force upon him. Both the Russian co
community and the “ussian Jewish community #f the
nineteenth century,and of the period preceding it,
were undergoing not the normal or usual process

of social chnnge)but, rather, drastic and severe
i

social change.
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Europe was undergoing a process of complete
social reorganization during the nineteenth century
and the seveggl centuries earlier. As socialire-
organization takes place after the society has under=
gone a complete disorganization and disentegration
of previously existing valuss'periods of reorgani-
zation are chargcteristically chaotic and beset with
turmoil, insecurity, and great social upheaval.

The Middls Ages was characterized by stability
and lack of mobility both as regards class status
and locale, There was little learning during this
period. The peasants were subject and loyal to
their lords who in turn were responsible for the
well being cf their charges. Civiliszation was rural

and loecal.

New economic needs aﬁd interests helped to bring
about mercantilism and later the development of i
capitalism, the rise of Protestantism and the Catholic
counter-Reformation. Agricutural changes became
necessary and as a result the movement known as the
agricultural Revolution came into teing. This move-
ment was followed by the Industrial Revolution. Tke

French Revolution was also a part of the pattern of
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social disorganiszation and reorganization,

The era of conservatism led by Metternich came
about as a reaction to the forces for liberalism.
The unrest and the discontent felt by large numbers
of people broke out in the revolutions of 1830 and
1848, These led to more Miberal governmental
policies and to the growth of personal liberties
and freedom of thought.

This period that followed the stability of the
Middle Ages can best be characterized as a period of
enlightenment, of yearning for spiritual, intellectu-
al and political freedom., Although Russia was late
in experiencing this general trend it could not help
but be profoundly affected by the spirit of the age.

b oa——
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RUSSIAN CONDITIONS DURING THE NINETEENTH CENTURY

The political, economic and intellectual con=-
ditions of Russia inthkeinineteenth century brought
about a feeling of restlessness and discontent
among the Russian people. The spirit of Russian
life during the reign of Nicolas I (1825-1855) can
be summed up in two words, ™unmitigated mau::i;.'t.tm.""«.‘lq
Nicholas I was an exponent of autocracy. He was
known for his desire to Russify his people and for
his religious persecutions. During the period of
Nicholas I, such important developments as the
revolutions of 1848, and the granting of a consti-
tution, and a liberal ministry in Vienna were
affecting profound changes in the European structure.
Only Russia failed to yield to the spirit of liber-
alism which pervaded Europzz

When AlexanderIll ascended to the throne in
1855, the conditions in Russia LWere similari, 7, at
least as far as the social regime was concerned, go

those thgt prevailed in Western Europe much earlier,

W
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Not only was Russia backward politically, but she
remained alien to most of the rest of Europe in
culture. The most urgent and the longest felt

reform was the emancipation of the serfs. A litera-
ture depicting the evils of the society and demand-

ing reform had started as early as the 1830s., Russia's
defeat in the Crimean War demonstrated that reforms ?
would have to be instituted., Reform in Russia was
dependent on the tsar. In 1861 Alexander II pub-
lished a manifesto liberating the serfs, Altchough

the serfs were freed many did not receive any land

and those who did were unable to meet their finaneial obliga=-
t¢ishs unless they hired out their labor. This was

due to the high payments they had to make for the

lands that were given to them.

The administration of the lands was not in the
hands of the peasants themselves, but was controlled
by the lirsz which had considerable power, including
the right to forcefully keep the peasants within the
group. In 1864, provincial self-government was in-
stituted under the Zemstvos (elective assembly).
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Landlords, townsmen (both of whom needed property
qualifications)and peasants who were members of the
mirs were entitled to vote. AAjudiciary department

to hold public trials was also instituted and cencor-
ship was partly relaxed.

From 1866, when an attempt was made to assassine
ate hlm; Adexahliprhillwas constantly torn between the
need for reform and his fear of revolutionaries.
Thus, even while reforms were being enacted, earlier
reforms were being curtailed. Cengorship again be-
came very strict, and political and press orfendor;)
were tried by military rather than civilian courts .
The revolutionary advocates were constantly growing,
As a result AlexamdercITorict movement, "oxunop II
decided to restore the old reforms. With his
assassination in 1881 all attempta at reform from
within ceased.

Alexander III, who followed his father, was
governed by the principles of autocracy, orthodoxy

and Russification. Surpression of the revolutionaries,

cengorship of the press, and control of the sbhools

'\"'.‘x. o 155,
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by the clergy were methods used to curb potential
revolutionaries. ‘he clergy of the Orthodox Chmrch
was an important force which helped keep the peasants
conservative, Thus, strenuous measures were taken
to have all members of minority faiths accept Greek
orthodoxy. _he methods used werd often brutal. The
strongest opposition to this process of "ussification
and conversion to Greek orthodoxy was maintained by

the Poles, the Finns, and theJJdews.

One of the greatest economic problems that con-
fronted Russia in the nineteenth century was caused
by the rapid growth of her population due to annex-
ations ¢of land and natural increase. The problem
of increased populationnin Russia was only partially
solved by extending the area of cultivated land to
include the black eart belt in the southern Russian
Steppes, Large funds were needed to support a large

permanent army and as a result taxes were high.

In spite of all its efforts, the government was
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not able“to purchase necessary supplies at market
prices. !hr this reason the state was forced to
supply the factories and the landowners with cheap
labor in the form of seffs... Almost half of Hussiass
economy during the eighteenth century and ﬁh;iﬁgrst.
half of the nineteenth century was based on serf 1ab;::
The standard of living of the Russian peasantswas ex-
tremely low. Famine was endemic,lo- and life was hard

and devoid of all comfort,

Before the eighteenth céntury,there was no
Russian culture outside of the Church, The secularaz
ization of "ussian culture was noticeable first in
education, In L8C2 the Ministry of Public Education
wag formed, This Barked the final transfer of the
responsibilitybof education from the Church to the
state, The end of the nineteenth centmry in Russia
Bhowed evidemces of a Russian interest in science

as well as a renaissance in music and art.

In all fields of intellectual endeayor, there

wae an attempt to break loose from the shackles of

M)
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|
the Middle Ages. Nihilism was the ssriiust forwi 0f:®Russian revoe- |
htt idary weswrch dskly Nidtil sty were opponeartsiof aithoris

tarian doctrimes. They advocated extreme awiliviiumddsm and

mass uprising

as opposed to orthodoxy, faith, mysticism, and

custom, Socialism with its doctrines of state

control for the benefit of the people also became

important at this time.

Intellectual endeavors in the fields of science
and art soon became associated with the growing
movement to gain more and more political and economic
reforms. There was a tremendous conflict between
the Russian people who were constantly seeking to ob-
tain reforms and equal status with western Europeans
and between the Russian government, which was all-
powerful and ruled by whim, now partially giving in
to the d s of the people, now rejecting their pleas
culplotely: The intellectual revolution which
brought the artists and thinkers to the side of the
Russian peasant made the Russians more aware of
their poverty and their inferior position. The
seven million "alien" Jews who lived in Russia pro-
vided the new object of interest, the scapegoat that

n)
helped preserve some semblence of stability in Russia,.
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The official governmental policy of Russia
toward the Jews may best be understood in terms of t
the conditions of instability in Russia. The policy
of the government toward the Jews is refledted in
the never ending restrictions which were placed on
Jewish 1ife . Alexander I and Nicholas still
further diminished the Pale of Settlement . by
exclulling from its limits the towns of Kiev,
Nicolaiev and Sebastopol.

Conditions improved somewhat under Alexander II,
During his reign, the Jews could even cherish hopes
of complete emancipation because of the tolerant
spirit of the Tsar., Even in these comparatively good
times, however, Jews were not permitted any of the
civic wrights that were accorded to the most lowly of
their fellow citixsnsls o The period of Alexander III
was one of great reactionm dominated by hostility
toward everything that was not orthodox Russiamn. It
was during his reign that the "May Laws" (1882) were
passed, imposing on the Jews reprehensible restrict-

ions and hardships.

S—— e -
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In additions to thhee limitztions contained in the

May Laws, other linitations were imposed on the Jews

from time to time, Religion, also, became the pre-

text under which a number of exceptional taxes were ]
imposed on the Jews, Taxes had to be paid for the
privilege of lighting Sabbath candles, for the priv- :
ilage of wearing a head wovering while reciting

prayers and for the privilege of killing animals
according to Jewish rite,

It is no wonder that thus encouraged by the
govermment, the Russian people accepted the Jew as
the object on which he could vent all his frustrations
and dissatisfactions with the status quo. The
persecutions suffered by the Jews at the hands of
the Russian peasant were perhaps even more difficult
to bear than theddficriminatory practices of the
government. The Jews, to some extent, knew what
they could expect from the goyernmebt but they did

not know what they could expect from the angry mob,
The regime of Alexander III was inaugurated with

a series of anti-Jewish riots or progroms, which
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raged through the year. It spread to all parts of
Russia, affecting the Jews in the cities as well as
those in the small villages. The authorities did
not interfere with the pogroms, nor did 'they try to
establish the guilt of the principal organizers .
Antisemitism in Russia was gphrtialdycdivécted crity
by! the ruling classes. It was these classes who
supplied the food, the material and the moral and
psychological just1f1c§g§on for the popular ?ocial
antisemitism in Russia .

The results of the governmental policy of
discrimination against the Jews and the hostility of
the Russian people had a very great effect on the
inner life of the Jews.17)

What made these conditions even more difficult
to bear was the fact that the catastrophe of the
eighties took the Jews of Russia unaware, and found
them unprepared for spiritual self-defence. The
impressions of the recent briefl'era of reforms"

—~ were still fresh in their minds e The disfilusion
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caused by the reawakening of amtisemitic policies and
attitudes found its earliest expression in the .
lamentations of repentent assimilators, who for the

most part belonged to the intellegentsia. Some of

these intellectuals, having become part and parcel

of Russian cultural life, were no longer able to ;
find their way back to Judaism, and they were carried |
off by the current of assimilation, culminating in

baptism. Others wavered between assimilation and

Jewish nationalism., Still others reacted by

advocating complete reaction and a complete

renunciation of free criticism and of all strivings

for inner reforms. ,*)

However, in the healthy part of Russian Jewry
this discrimination and persecution resulted in a
Lpenswsd-interésezia Amtibnalireghkenadvfonatin-zl
rpidit upbn” umpodepmicrn foundations, The salvation
of Judaism was primarily associaced with the idea of
emigration. - i

Whatever the solution offered, however, 8iBPpt
every fussian Jewish intellectual was aware that .Judaism
could not survive under the domination of Tsarist Russia,.
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Gordon's publicist essays will be studied with
reference té him as a product of his society, and as
an influencer of that society. Judah Loeb Gordon's
chogce of topics in his publicistic Hebrew eaaaya)
‘was influenced by the varkous forces in his society -.
It will be seen that the problems with which Gordon
concerned himself, were real issues in the Russian
Jewish community of his day. Their seriousness can
only be understood in terms of the prevailing cone-
ditions of the times.

There are many who would deny that Gordon was a
reformer, He did not develop a philosophy of reform.
Today even many traditional Jews would not be at
all dismayed by many of the reforms that Gordon
advocated. His main role,however, was not to formul-
ate a philosophical basis for a further development
of Jewish life but rather to make known the abuses
in his society and to create a desire on the part of
the people for reforms. In order to understand his

works more clearly it is necessary to discuss the
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function of leadership in a revolutionary period.

In the early stages of a revolution those who
would be leaders must be skilled in control devices
such as aggitation and propagandazz-. These, it
may be said, determine who will become leaders and
what devices will be used to attain social control.
Thus it is the agitator who calls attention to the
abuses and the unfairness in the society. It is his
task to make the members of the society sensitive to
the abuses existing therein. When the people are
already aware of their discontent and restlessness
but are too timid to act the agitator is agressive a
and he intensifies and directs the tension that the
people already have,

Gordon filled the role of agitator. He at-
tempted to present the abuses in his societies in
such a manner that the people would react to them.
To resolve the tensions of the people, Gordon and
others sought to direct their interests to the
Baskalah and a program of reform in Jewish life.
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Gordon did not desire to criticize any group of leadlers
_ 23)

but to shed light light upon specific wrongs. With

this in mind we can better understand Gordon's role as

a reformer,

Poetry and prose are each a medimm of expressicn
but the treatment of the material is different,
Gordon treated the problems that he dealt with dif#
ferently in his prose than he did in his poetry. He
was more limited in ilie development of his mater-
ial than he was in his poetry, In his writings
Gordon was concerned with the problems of the day.
In his prose wr.itingl he had to diswuss the issues
as they existed and he did not have the latitude
that poetry permitted him., He attempted to expound
the issues that confronted the Russian Jewish com-
munity. He had to develop his theme and there
were bourds and limitations that restricted how
this eould be done, Gordon wrote almost all of
his articles after 1870 and the great majority of
these were written after 1880 during the peiod
when he was one of the editors of the magazine

M,%&w_mdt his Hebrew essays appeared

25)
in this publication.

L




(18)

INTRODUCTION To GoRDN's g RIS
This theses presents a study of the problems

and solutions'that Judah Loeb Gordon discussed in

his publicistic Hebrew essays. Yordon lived in a

period (1830 - 1892) that brought about many changes

in Jewish life,

The conditions that existed in Russia, the
relationahip of the “ews and of the non Jew, and
the relationship of éhe gevernment and the Jews
would naturally commend the interest of a publi-
cist, The internal Russian Jewish life with the
specifically Jewish problems wam another aspect
of Russian Jewish life, Thus such topics as Jewish
farm settlements, Jewishbfactionalism, charity,
kashrut, Jewirh community planning and anti-semit-
ism are discussed under the heading Russian Jewry,
Anti-semitism could be wiewed as a device used to
unify the Russians. %his unity was particularly
important at a time when national chauvinism was a

very impprtant tenet in Europe.

The hope for civil rights and an equal status for
Jews had a profound effect on the Jewish community and
the development of the Maskalah. Gordon himself was
@ maskil and he was concerned with the readjustment

of Jewish lifeunder the new conditions. He discussed

o
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the need for changes in religious attitudes, in teaching
and in education as well as in occupational pursuits.
Schools and rabbis controlled and supersised by the govern-
ment was another topic of interest to the Jewish community,

The Rabbinate could have besn discussed under the
Haskalah movement in Judaism. I believe, YJowever , that
Gordon pladed sufficient emphasis on this topic to justify
discussing it under its own heading. Gordon recognized
the unique pasition of the rabbis in the Jewish community,
He sometimes praised fiwem,efiten comdemned , and always
Tooked to them for proper and bemeficial leadership.

The last portion of the theses discusses the problem of
migration. %‘his became a problem because of the Russian
policy which resulted in the disillusionment of those Jews
who believed in the power of the Haskalah to enable the Jews

to become a part of the Russian environment. The attemptto
emancipate the Jews from ancient superstitious practices

was bound up with the hope that civil liberties would be

given to the Jews, Gordon's motivating principle was the
blending of the spiritual and aesthetic ; the development

of a Russian Jewish life where both cultures would be import-
lnt.zG) Go&don'a solutions and hopo%!luctuated with the changes
in the fortunes of the Jews, When there appeared to be hope
for-Burepean Russia:h::ceptance he was concerned with the "

Russian culture but theyewere supressed he turned his attention

to the pros and cons of immigration.

— _—

Y
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RUSSIAN JEWRY AS VIEWED BY GORDON

The.fewish farm settlements was one of the
aspects of Russian Jewish life that pleased “ordon
very much, Their community organization with
bathhouses, convalescenthomes and hospitals ful=-
filled his dreams. Working the land and estab-
lishing a going community was a progresgi&e stepe.
Buildéng homes and increasing the the iyield of
the fields wan an important accomplishmeny. There
were also artisans who worked with wood and with
stone, S The maskilim were overjoyed at their

adaptation of trades,

One: of the handicaps that prevented the
development of a united Russian Yewry was the

existence of three factions., According to Gordon

the Magkilim stood for progressiveness, the

Mithnagdim for cg?servatism, and the Hasidim for ‘
2
retrogression, ‘

—
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This third group which stubbornly stood wishiLits back to
the wall and refﬁadtgzg? budge from its position
distressed him sorély . Liberalism could not gain
a foothold withingthe Hasidic tradition although it
could sometime penetrate the environment of rabbinism;
"But... heretical thingking was utterly inconceivable
where the intellect was rocke@ to sleep by mystical
iﬁllabias and fascinating stories of the miraculous
exploits of theZaddikm., The era of political and
civil disinfranchisement was a time of luxuriant
growth for Hasidism, not in its creative, butBS?ther
in its stationary not to say stagnant phase."”
Chasidism produced both leaders and martyrs. Al-
though it exuded spiritual gloom Gordon understood
that some of the adherents of Hasidism exemplied by
tueir conduct and moral strength 1). This helps te
expiein . what he meant when he said that it was
surprising that individuals who were so upstanding
could react to proposed changes toward the betterment

of the Jew in such a negative manner.
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Because there was very much interest in the de~
velopment of the colomies in Erets lsrael appeals
were made in some of the s oguea for contribu-
tions to the colonists, 12{1"23: were times when
the collection of the fund was not withou;ﬂfa%
and sometimes there was some dishonesty. The
people were urgedto contribute to the rebuilding
of $heir homeland and to keep their co=-religionists
from having to beg for their food, and other ne=
cessities, The promise of a bright future for
Israel wes predicted ongthe basis of the progress

84) yy
made in the colenies.

One of the conditions within the Yewish com-
munity to which Gordon directed his attention was
the exorbitant price of kosher meat. He felt that

kosher butchers should not incfease their price too
mich over the-kostefor non-kosher meat. The fee of
the mashgiah should be fair so that the price of
the meat would not be too expensive, He desired
that both the rich and the poor would get the same
-quality of meat., Gordon believed that kashrut was
mPortaanst) &g maintain the unity of the ‘fewish com-

munity, This unity must not be impaired as a

R v PR
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result of change and there must be a willingness
to accept new ideas and values within the frame-
work cf Yudaism,.

The problem of organizing to meet the needs of
the community and to discuss them publicly was
also given an important place in Gordon's essays.
flitherto organizations concerned with tﬁe wel=-
fare of the Jews had conducted meetings but their
proceedings had not been made public. Gordon
now proposed that at future meetings the dele-
gates from the -fewish congregations should com-
pike a list of all the misfortunes that were vis-
ited upon the Jew., #lthough this record might
not be important for his time he believed that
it would serve future generations as a record
of all the deeds committed against Imrael and the
names of those who gave their lives for a worthy
cause would be preserved., The Jew;a?ave no moral

right to disregard their memories,
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Gordon was concerned with the education of th
the Jewish studemts, He attacked the.qnota
system whereby pnly 2 certain small percentage
of Jewish students were allowed to enter the
universities, The Russian government made
theedews attend public schools and then they
offidédlshdecided that they wanted them to leave.
The author wrote thap in order to "shut the
mouths" of the governﬁent officiédsnand of the
enemies of the Yews it was necessary to build
gymnasis for Jewish students, at least in those ar
aveas where there were Jewish groups who wished
to rear their-children in the Jewish tradition.
This would bring a twofold benefit to the Jew
as it would prevent criticism and a{g? permit

r

the teaching of Jewish subjects.

One of Gorden's disappointments stemmed
from the inability of the rabbis to realise
that the unity ofthe Jewish people could only
be preserved by instituting drastic changes
in religious life. He viewed the helplessness
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of the rabbis s bringimgy reforms into Jewish life

as a sad comment on the life of the Russian Jews ..

The lack of interest of many of the Jews in some kind

of religious education of the children alsc-aadddgsddhim,
He was puzzled as to what the children could do MBctheywere
leIt freactoschéode dr refuse tiodewish 'educatign, How

were they to be schooleg‘ t)mtd.dl such time as they
could make their choice ?

Gordon was unhappy that the Jewish child begea
no lomger began his Hebrew education at the tender
age of five. Nor did he approve of confirmation
Shavuoth in lieu of the customary Bar Mitzvah. He
despaired because religious training in the reform
movement was less than in orthodox life. The main
difference, he believed was that tnderlthe older“édneation-
al method the child started his education at an
earlier age. He wgs able to carry away more knowledge
that was firmly rooted. This served to attach the
child more strongly to Jewish life ”.

Gordon recalled \t.he old days when there was no
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contact between the Russians and the Jewish group, a
time when the Jewish people would not have changed
places with anyone. There was a good and a happy
home life and a healthy development of family life.
This came to an end when Jews were taken into the
army and forced to desecrate the Sabbath and eat
unkosher food. The government schools which ‘t.ho
children attended brought them into contact with

the outside culture, and because those schools were closed it
Tonld-bebest ifiplana:veps amadetdestablish J ewish
schools to teach ¢ohw religion and traditions as well
as general subjects. This wéhldcause Torah to
emanate from the "mountains of Judah in Russia" and
Wisdon and Torahweald be P ‘

Whereas Gordon desired shanges and compromises
in the life of the people he did not want themmto
depart from the tradition or to give up the Talmud,
and it grieved him that there were those who wished
to do this. The evil that was attributed to the
Talmud Gordon laid at the feet of its orthodox
literalistic inte tors, who would fibbatecies kbaning
even while praying fﬂ This article, as a number of
his later ones, seemgto reflect a man who is full of

despair and unhappiness.
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Anti-semitism was an important issue of the
day that not only did physikcal harm to the Jew
but also filled him with shame and disgrace. Too
often when the Yews were accused of some evil

they all to readily accepted the charge. More

often than not, however, the cause existed outside

the Yewish people., Anti-semitism reared its head

k2)

not only in Russia but also in other countries.
Jewish leaders constantly admonished their people
to keep clear of any blame. In spite of their
realization that the Jew often served as a scape-
goat they were all too ready tq-£a.dihu£elle
charged.

Gordon was unhappy that the Jew beceived d
double punishment both from man and from Bod.
Others receive their punishment only from Him.
Tdmes were supposed to have changed and no
longer was the Jew ﬁ:ffosed to serve as an
object of suppression,and yet,not alone in
Russia,wers the Jews oppressed byt they were

subjected to prejudice in France and Germany

L5)
also,

———— e —
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When one of the well known enlightened figures
in Jewish life life, referred &e by Gordon as
was being honered by the Russian government he re-
quested that his people be allowed to settle in
Finland, The government's answeramazed him. He
was told that robbing and stealing had not occurred
in {inland antil the Jews came into the land. This
individual then asked the Jews how he could ask the
authorities to open the doors to the Yews if they
behaved in this abominable manner. Gordon wrote
that all suffer because of the misdeeds of a few
because all Israel is responsible one for the other.
He looked dheaddto the time that all dewswould

W5)
jdentify themselves with the Jewish group. =

When a committee was set up in 1883 to ine
vestigate the various practices by the Jewish
people Gordon;s spirit rose. Makhov the head
of the commission was known to the Jews as a
fairminded individual who had brought some benefits
for the Jews., Gordon was congident that as a re-

sult of this investigation Jews would be able to

live aaquiet and a peaceful life.
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As the oppression against the Jews increased the

greater was their willingness to affirm their group

to
identity and/withdraw into their own world of religious

practices, Thus they sought to find in the traditiomal
ways of their fathers the stability and permanency %
they could not find in their hostile environment. i
Gordon favored gpolicy of moderation. He desired !
neither the extreme of the unreasoned relapse into

mere traditionalism nor could he view with eguranimity

the possibility of mass assimilation. He did prefer,

however, that the children learn and follow the

orthodox traditions. But this was not to be uncritical

and inflexible . He wanted them to learn religious

subjects but also subjects that would be useful to

them in their daily lives. B --Aksbl: chir: an

educated geelp they would be able intellizently to

stand up to their enemies. It would,to be sure, be

necessary to guard against the children leaving the
community of Israel. He hoped such planning would
involve the entire community and would determine how
many synagogues, health and old age institutions,
schools and rabbis were needed. Then funds would be
collected, and Eh? program would be establiishedand

8
ahd joetitmteduld be cstablished and instituted.

R AR SRS ———
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HASKALAH: A PROGRAM FOR RUSSIAN JEWRY

The Haskalah us viewed by many historians and
literary critics primarily in terms of a literary
movement, The Haskalah should be understood as a
social movement whose literature is merely its most
observable manifestation. It emerged out of the
feelings of restlessness and discontent which
pfevailed in the Rusiian Jewish cimmunity and expr
pressed itself, through its literature, in terms
of tjje reforms which had to be made in Jewish
ideas and practices in order to reestablish a
stable Jewish community in Ruaain&g The Maskilim
advocated a change in value structure, which they
believed, would serve to modernige and alleviate all
but religious distinctions between themselves and the
larger Russian comm8nity of which they were a part.
The movement, howevdr, was abortive and never achieved

the change in values that it sought.tp bring about,




(2B)

Intellectually and philosophically, the ideas of
the Haskalah were in keeping with the spirit of the
times. The Jews in Russia could not help but be af-
fected by this new spirit. It could not be said,
however, that the greater number of Jews took
cognizance of this new spirit of intellectual and
social enlightenment. Most Russian Jews clung tena-
ciously to Rabbinism, and the Haskalah movement
never gained a real foothold among them. It was
only the intellectual who was caught up in the
surging tide of liberalism and who attempted to
formulate and propagate and ideology which he hoped
would put¢ the Russian Jew on an equal footing with
his Russian neighber.

The new ideology which emerged from the Haskalah
movement was primarily concerned with the most pri§8§-
" cal necessities of Jewish social and economic change ,
Buch as:1kh: hnoademing Jdvs Jawialbadmy their oc-
cupational distribution.
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Perhaps the most basic element in the ideology
of the Haskalah is its rationalism or in more modern
terms, its positivism, the faith in the supremacy of
reason. The Maskilim assumed that if the Jews in Ea
Eastern Europe changed their ghetto ways, they would
automatically come to share in the blessings of pro-
gress with their non-Jewish neighbors,

Gordon was distmrbed when the writers of his per=-
iod were criticized by the traditionalists. o He felt
that the barbs hurled at the writers were unjust.
Those who opposedsgga attempts at reform were viewed,
by him,as inners, This is not difficult to under-
stand because the Maskilim believed that they would
bfing salvation to the Jews through this movemant. One
of those who wrote against the Haskalah movement was a
Rabbi Lipschitz, This rabbi passed judgment on it
and found it innting.53, He wrote that the Berlin
Haskalah was responsible for all the troubles of the
Jews, The writers were attacked for concerning them-
selves with civil rights because this led to some Jews

changing their names, acquiring professions, and
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this he claimed resulted in the forsaking of God the
commandments , and the Torah. IAmsem he attributed
to the Haskalah the weakening of rabbinic authority
and the disruption of Jewish life. But Gordon held
that if all Jewish scholars were as religious and
educated as the Makilim, then all would indeed
living in a manner worthy of God fearing people .

The importance that Gordon attached to the
Haskalah is illustrated by hia-statz}?nt that the
Maskilim helped to stop the pogroms . He recog-
nized that individual writers or individual articles
or individual schools could be criticized. He ob-
jected, however, to generalizing and to attacking

- e 1 ey

the Haskalah, its writers or its goals perse. The
demands that Gordon made were for moderate reforms :
and he was constantly seeking a comppomise between

the old traditions and the new needs,

In Russia there was a two way movement woward
enlightenment. The Russian Government in its
Russification policy wanted the Jews to modernize
their schools, their curriculum, and their customs,

2|
1
- |
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The maskilim also wanted thks, so that the Jews
could take a place in the ®®mmunity. These facts
explain the great interest of Gordon and other
Haskalah writers in the educational progral§6).

He discussed this subject from time to time over a
pergodsotimnngf years. One of the problems of
education (which was intimately bound up with the
diffusion of Haskalah) concerned teaching as a pro-
f.aaions7). This profession was not held in high
regard and the lives of teachers were often very
difficuit, Gordon attempted to elucidate the funct-
icns of the instructor and to gain for them improved
status and working conditions. It distressed him
that they were sustained through and that
his personal and family needs were not considered.
Though they dedicated themselves to their work they
were badly abused. When they became old they had to
depend on support from their children,or perhaps
earn a pittance by writing, for they were tco proud to
beg for charity. Gordon said that the teachers in
Israel were not treated respectfully although it

was because of them that the Torah was not forgotten.
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The solution advocated was to train governmental
rabbis, and wise teachers, and to institute govern-
mental supervision and control of teachers and of
educational plans. The community would be required
to give contributions for teacher's salaries and thus
good and faithful teachers would be rewarded. In

.this manner respect would be accorded them.

The government officials had decided that changes
in the school system of the Russian Jews would have
to be made. They demanded that the Jews improve
their schools within a certain specified time but
unfortunately these changes had not been instituted.
Consequently governmental teacher's schools &nd
seminaries were estzblished teo trﬁin rabbis who
could serve the needs of the peopde. At this period
many were indifferent to Jewish life while many others
retained their strong emotional and intellectual ties
to Judaism and its traditional values. There was
much opposition to government rabbis on the part of
the latter group. In attempting to appease them
Gordon wrote that in Germany many orthodox rabbis paq
recieved training in sexular subjects at the uni-

versities. Gordon did not want the governmental

e Ly,
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rabbinic schools to be closed. He desired that they
spread enlightenment among the rabbis. Gordon's
apped®dvas directed to the youth and he did mot
attempteto weaken the faith of the older generation

in the old type of rabbi .

The Haskalah to Gordon did not mean the elimina-
tion of traditional observance. He reconized that |
although at one time, the lives of the Jews were
centered around the fulfillment of to the
extent that their entire lives were regulated and
controlled by adherence to Jewish law and ritual,
this no longer held true. The interest of the young~-
er generation turned to more academic and cultural
aspects of Jewish life. They substituted concern
with the history and literature of their people for
the traditional observances of théir fathers. Gordon
was pleased with the awakening interwst in Jewish
writing and culture but felt that they were meaninge
ful only as they wefe coupled with amdactive embtional
participation in the a;?ctices and traditions of
Jews through the ages . There were many Jews who
followed religious observances just as their parents

had déne. There were others who although they were

familiar with Jewieh ritual and interested in Jewish 1
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life they did not continue the tradition of observance.

Gordon believed that both an active interest in the #

Jewlsh' tommunity and observamce should supplement each other,
Gordon wrote that there was a feeling of

antognism between the older and younger generation.

The fathers set up Torah in opposition to secular

learning and this resulted in the children placing

worldly wisdom in opposition to the Torah, Even

those peggona who left Jewish life because &€ its

conflict/with modern life,ahdvihg returned to the

fold because of the Blows directed at them and at

their loved ones, refused to change one iota of Torah

or of tradition., Few seemed to realize thatﬁg?ﬁ?qs

had to be a comppmmise hetween both extremes .
Borﬂahiufoce that it would be necessary to cure

the breach between ihe generations through the—aime

of the-Haskalah m—w%urgh-she_mprmm-m aef

educational methodasi,. The attitude that no changes

of even minute details could be made had to be done

away with if the Jewi;gla?g le were tc become strong

and to be rgvitilized .“hggrdon suggested time and

again that until such time{the Jews would accept

changes they would not be able to adjust to new living
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conditions. By their stubbedw/they were subiecting

themselves to ridicule and to a low status .

Gordon When discussing the relation of the

Russians to the Jews, Gordon lamented their behavier

and their attitude., In spite of this he sought the
cause of such things as hatred of the Jews in the
shortcomings of his people. If the Jews would come

out of their shell and acgquire wisdom (chochmoh) by
which he meant the new or‘nodennalpnggang they would

be able to take their 1n“the community and win

the acceptance of others” .,  We must realize thatwdthin
sheifielehef Smlﬂhm:sthdeﬁﬁteﬂﬁigwggh ob-
servance was regardqd'in the Pale of Settlement with

the same awe and reverence as the holiest objects, !

any proposed changé'was a radicalfdiﬁg}turg..f

Gordon disagreed with sh6se jho-opposed change
and who reggpdndfthé'atatus qﬁg‘as the most desirable
type ofﬂlifqa _He.quappéled with Rabbi Elazar Atlas
who wrote that thgti ﬁas no need for any changes in
the schools and in the yeshivoth. Atlas @3¢mpdtnssem
aware ofwth?iihigﬁggﬁw§gtter facilities 2nd better
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learning conditions. Our author did not want gewish
students to receive an inferior education but he wanted
them to have a different kind of education which hebe-
lieved would result if tﬁo necessary changes would be
made to improve the yehiboth.66) Gordon sought to bring
light to his people and he viewed those who were opposed

to innovation as unenlightened and unprogressive.

Gordon believed that one of the most important
functions of the Haskalah was to mold well rounded
individuals who possessed both Yewigh and secular learn-
ing. He believed therefore that social intercourse
between Jews and non-Jews should be encouraged. It
was Gordon's belief that through such intercourse the Je
Jews would develop his reason and intellect and he

67)
would gain knowledge and wisdom.

Gordon was an advocate of the Haskalah movement
on beth-empirical and em practical grounds. We
find, however that he also advanced abstract justi-
fications for this movement. He believed that in
order for man to be more intelligent and more
ehtical than the animals it zg? necessary to eat

from the Tree of Knowledge. In this way
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His eyeswsild be opened and new vistas of thought
would be opened for him,

One method that was advocated to encourage
enlightenment was to pay for the art%c,lf? of those
who wrote in their native language . Jews in Russia
with few exceptions did not produce any literary
work in the tongue of their country. This was not
the situation in Germany and in other countries in
-Europe. The hope of future generations lay in the
acquiring of secular knowledge. Gordon wrote that
the rabbis could not wr 1’;‘ the literature and the
knowledge of _Iaraelfé, . 2nly a few in the schools
and universities would be able to build and to create
knowledge in the Jewish community. These few would
go into the professions when they graduated, If
Israel was to develop and the breach in Jewish life

was not to widen then Israel would have to create an

intelligensia,

One‘ of the aims of the Haskalah was to bring
Judaism closer to the culture of the country and at

the same time to maintain a Jewish life. This process




\—-n

became necessary in a period in which Jews were seeck-

ing or were granted equal rights and citizenship.

The'étruggle between those who refused to accept

reforms and those who had completely assimilated
brought forth the maskilim, They sought to bring
about a compromise wherby the Jews would be loyal
to that country but yet would maintain their Jewish
lifeyo This helps us to understand the emphasis on
youth, on schools, and on the educational methods
and development of the children that prevailed
among the Maskilim., There was concern not only for

the children's 1ntell%ﬁ§ual development but also for

‘their physical growth .

Gordon likenaghlsrael to & two -headed and a
two-hearted beast ‘On the one hand its interest
lay in the ancient home and the ancient culture of
its people and on the other hand it had a bond to
the country whenein it dwelled. The Jew should bring
credit to both Judaism and the country wherein he
resided for they are both a part of hlis hehitdgeuvce.

W P i s 3=
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In order to accomplish this goal it would no
longer be possible %c;\ogm:ata the Jewish children
solely in the Torah ., The children should also
have a gentile teacher who would instruct them in
secular wisdom, writings and language. Scientific
schools were established. These schools provided
opportunities for secular knowledgeof medicine,
philosophy, law, oriental studies or Hebraic stud-
les. ?“f " '

In the earlier years of his publicist writings
Gordon was primarily concerned with the Haskalah
movement in Russia and Galimsia. He of course also
referred to the “Yerman Haskalah alses In later
years when the Jews agﬁz:::d through pogroms and
added disabilities he wfs concerned with Jewish
1ife outside §f Russin.75£;e of his fears about .
the settling of Israel was that the outworn and
outdated educational methods and anti-progressive

forces would also take root in Eretz Israel. It
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was for this reason that he favored Jewish settle=

ments in America or in other enlightened lands. ) S

Gordon was pleased when he saw secular and reli-
gious interests merging.Thus he was pleased by the
development of the Hebrew Union College where both
Jewish subjects and secular subjects were taught . ~adh
He attributed many of tige diffieculties in Eretz
Israel to the rejection of the Haskalah. The
Ha-knlali which was seen by its advocate as the
force that was to be the salwation of Russia
never achéeved thiéssgesidsdue to the internal
conditions of the country. Had the life of the
Jews been different or had they been accepted
by the Russianss Gordons's dreams might have been

realized.
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Both the failure of the Haskalah to bring to
fruition its dreams and the antisemitic acts that
occurred throughout many countries seemimg to have
weighed heavily upon Gordon. Jews were forced to
abandon their agricultural settlements and many
migrated to America after 1881. The Jews had been
encouraged both by the Russian government and the
maskilim to settle on the land and to learn trades,
but this was not successful as the government sup-
proued'then. Many Jews had to emigrate and settle
in new countries. The oppression of the Jnu in
Germany, h‘ﬁf“ and Hungary, also caused him much
unhappiness . on did find one note of encour-
agement, that was the assuming of 1oadgrshﬁ :Ln the
aliyah movement by the younger generation . The
changing role or position of Gordon must be viewed in
relationship to his background. It is obvious that

if conditions in Russia had been different, the 4
topics that Gordon would have chosen to develop, '-
would have been different., His reasons for advocat- 3
ing first one solution and then the other can be i

understood in terms of the changing times. Thus we
can understand Gordon desiring a break down of the

et

barriers batwaen t.he Rusaiana and the Jews at one «

A .

period and later his nostalgia for Mﬂi‘thmtid fo be
53
the nrlhknoublo # happy Russian dewish society which

he never knau.
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THE RUSSIAN RABBINATE

Wnen one has read some of Gordon's pcems in
which he pictured the rabbis almost aﬁ villains his
discussion of them in his a®ticles aéama very mild
and somewhat unusual. In his poems he attacks them
unmercifully and he depicts their evil acts. He
brings to light their callousness and their lack of
concern for their people. Their unfair treatment
of their followmen and their dogmatic and literal
interpretation is vividly sketched.

He accuses rabbinism of having been responsible
for the ills that hawsafgXpllen the Jews. He blamed
the rabbis unrealistic approach to tire. for the
downfall of the Hebrew nationsl]. Gordon apparent-
ly meant to direct his criticism of the rabbinate
toward the rabbis who lived in his tiu381j. A group
of Gordon's poems were composed with the hope of
bringing about reforms in rabbinic practices. So,
for example, in the poem Kéik aﬂ-ii?} Gordon.

™ directs his attention to the rabbis with a vengeance.
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The poem ‘I“ 003 Lk -w lc  informs us of the dilemna

.of a housewife who went. to a rabbi to ask a question

on kashrut.,His insistence on the fulfillment of the
minutest ritual detail led to the eventual break up
of a mome as the husband divorced his wife.

There are other poems that are direct,sd againat

N 850
the rabbinate. In the poem AR A Yot S

]
Gordon'll::ought to light some of the connivings ef sése
rabbis/bisstddh false passports wiveh somewhmesivigbulted in
hausho punishments for timocEwt peeply. Other poems
also illustrate Gordon's quarrel and criticism
against the rabbinat386 o There are many venomous
passages withingthe poems cited. Gordon diids not
spare the feelings of the rabbis nor ddds he seek to
obtain a perspective on the rabbinate. He seugbptpo
indict the rabbis for the perpetuation of an unreal-
istic attitude and for continuing outdated practices
without any regard to reality and to human emotions

and needs.
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With this background one would expect Gordon
to continue his scathing criticism of the rabbinate
and his violent denunciations of their works in his
essays. This however is not what we find. It is
necessary to indicate that the changing Jewish life
had illustrated the need for unity and had made it
clear that the Jews would be restricted within their
own group. Therefore they would have to continue
their inner life and their development among them-
selves. Ti£ is also necessary once again to point
out, that in the publicist articles (especially
those articles written during the time that he was
editor of Ha Meliz) he had to be more restrained
and more true to life than in his pbemsal Inhiisoessiays he
Way more Mtnﬁo:;ge econstructive then he was in his

poetical compositions.

Gordon's attitude toward the rabbinate waveredl.
There were ﬁimes when he praised it and When he
looked forward to the assumption of the leadership
of the Jewish people by the rabbi. There were the

"=
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occasions when he criticized them for lack of pro-
gressive leadership. But in almost all his refer-
ences to the rabbinate he indicated that it would be
bed@eArable to have the rabbis lead the people in a
positive Jewish life, in a modern spirit. Whken he
talked of the need for the Jewish people to do some-
thing for the benefit of the group he requested that
the rabbis lead them on the proper patheﬂ « He
wanted themrabbis to urge the people to take action
or to behave in such a manner as to bring credit to
the Jews and to help them in their relationships

with Russians.

The attitude of the rabbis toward change was
the target of our authér. It was his belief that
great rabbis would never arise from the system as it
existed then. Not only did the rabbis refuse to help
the government with the educational schools that the
officials set up but they also refused to institute
any changes in Jewish life. They neglected the ed-
vucation of the young and the fsdekimgresiselbeided




(59)

88)
&f“beTgion ., Gordon desired that those rabbis who

disagreed with the majority would take a stand and
would make known their attitudesag).

One of the actions of the rabbis that Gordon
resented was their sitting back reviewing and con-
demning th Haskalah and all of its aims and accome-
plishments. Passing judgement on this movement and
attributing the ills of the Jews to it wounded himgO).
Gordon believed that the babbis lacked perspective
with weference to the Haskalah. Gordon attacked one
of the rabbis for his criticism of the life of the
maskilim and of their educational system. He wrote
that the rabbi spole without knowledge. He also
said that it was apparent that no man (including
this rabbi)W28 free from sin92].

In spite of all the eriticésm and derogatory
remarks that Gordon directed at the rabbis he still
held them in high regard. He was particularly upset

93)
when a rabbi and his wife were involved in a scandal o

—
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It was to the rabbis that he looked for Jewish
leadership. Any action that might bring disgrace upon
the Jews troubled him sorely. When a rabbi was ine

volved in an unfortunate incident it was even more

disconcertingid&o him than it was if it were a Jewish layman,

There were occasions when Gordon seemed to

contradict himself and when he praised the rabbis.

eruption of internal dissension 9L )
After the owlieybak in Rishon LeTzion Gordon wrote

that after such an incident the people must learn not

to follow a layman, He implied that rabbis wouldhave
such incidents
help/ prevent tixe: thevediopmentsofifes in the Holy Land,

and that they would help the people make their de=-
Jews
cisions with deliberation so that theff might achieve

95)
their goals o« Gordon also condemned the misrepre-
sentation of domestic esragim as Palestinian  preducts,
He believedtthat
the rabbis should be the leaders of such underg?kings

9

so that there would not be such falsification e In
this way they would protect the poor of their people

and their work would be recognized and would be

- praised by all.




Not only did Gordon realize the importance of
‘the rabbis and their prestige, but he was pleased
when they identified themselves with a progressive
movement. He was grateful that some of them attempt-
ed to help the people make a realistic and a satis-
factory adjustment to their environment and their
problems. It would be beneficial for the people if
the rabbis would work towards and support necessary
changes ratiteftitaittempt to maintain the status quo.g'”
Those rabbis who identifadd themselves with the
undertakings of the colonizers in Eretz Ksrael in-
stead of living in a world of imagination delighted
Gordongsj. He looked to this kind of rabbi to truly
uphold the princicles of God by strengthening the
Jewish religion and by giving the people aiijmctives
and ddrecvdon.  They would help the Jews find favor
in the eyes of their rulers and in this way refute t

the charges levelled at the Jew AnThadrvd stderbhdp would close
the mouths of the enemies and the accusers of the

Jews,
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That Gordon realized the importance of the

rabbinate in motivating the Jews is clear,from gis i
injunction to h%:egzople to make contributuons to
their brothren in Israel because the rabbi who speak
no evil have urged charity as a measure to attain a
good yeargg). This however seems to be more a de-
vice #oudréo chidiiag the people to contribute to
Eretz Israel than his true attitude toward the rabbis.
It is necessary to realize that Gordon had no quarrel
with rabbis per se, and recognized the need for them,

but th&t he wanted them to be pProgressive.

During this period of restlessness much critic-
ism was directed at the Jews. When a Jew who was
honored by the government requested that Finland

open i?s doors to the Jews evil was attributed to
100

them. . Gordon wrote that it was the duty of the

rabbis to talk to their people and to press them to
remoye tha bad from among them. If they widld help
put andend to the wrong doings of the Jews they woilild

help bring better days for them.

fﬁhnvamQ]C;y#Q
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In discussing the head of the orthodox Jewish

community in America we are told that such a man
should be patient and lbrldly101). Those rabbis
were engaged in correcting the Torah aroused his
He did not wish them to reduce the number of the
mitzvoth. When some American rabbis gave up the
hope of the Restoration of Zion he dospai:ggzgor

future of those Jews who had settled there .

ire.

the
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MIGRATION

During Gordon's period, the Russian Jews were
rejected and hated.by théir neighbors. The lot of
the Jew was unbearable a® attested to by the large
scale emigration after the 1880's. Thus one of the
ma jor problems facing the Russiin Jews was that of
immigration. The struggle for emancipation and for
civil rights was not successful and the dreams of
the enlightened Jews were not realized.

The Jews were forced to dwell within the Pale
of Settlement, located near the western boundary of
Russia. But even this physical restriction was not
deemed sufficient hardship for them by the Russian
officials, From time to time laws were promulgated
or interperted in a way that made it possible to
expel those Jews who had settled legally in vardous
tounsjux%Ltentinaa it was possible to bribe some

official to permit illeggl settlers to remain, but
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they were always subject to blackmail and worse yet
to expulsion without any noticeth). Besides being
deprived of civil rights, of equal opportunity to
earn a livelihood, and of decent living conditions
and living &Ezzgaga they were often deprived of life
and limb. Afber constantly reducing the areas that
the Jews EEEL:nhabit;‘ﬁey were—to serve*aa the
scapegoatsof discontented and restless Russians
who released their pent up energy and emotions at
th

took the organi:;gsgorn of pogroms which broke out

« This discontent

against the Jews i

There were other powerful factors that account
for the great interest of the Jaw in emigrating from
Russia, The attempt to Russify minority groups, in-
cluding the Jews, led to much persecution and ill
treatment of them. The desire to foster upon them
the Greek Orthodox religion as a part of tais pro-
cess was particularly heinous to many Jews. The

Russian government not only helped create many
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hardships and disabilities for them but some of=
ficials openly oncoufaged them to migrate. The
question then for many in the Russian Jewish Com-
munity was to where should the Jews immigrate?

Eretz Israel and Emerica were the two main
countries to which the Jews turned their attention.
It is obvious that Eretz Israel would claim the at-
tention of the Jews as a possible solution. It had
always occupied a central position for Jewry. It
was regarded as a lost homeland that would onee
again belong to the Jews, In literature, and in
prayer, as well as in the hearts of the people, the
ancient homeland occupied a major role. There were

factors however that served to prevent Eretz Israel

from becoming a refuge for large numbers of immigrants.

America became a haven for many Russian immigrants.
Gordon writing in a period in which immigration was
such a burning issue had to concern himsel{og}th the

question of new settlements in other lands .
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The 'Iife of the people in Israel and in America were
naturally subjects that he followed closely. He
despaired when trouble befell his peopleand he re-
Joiced when benefits were allotted to them.

Gordon bemoaned the lack of freedom that was
granted to the Jews, He said that he was disillus-
ioned, and his despair was evident. The pogroms of
1881 - 1882 had occurred and our essayist reminded
his public that the Jews had been plundered and
ravaged. The sword hung over the necks of the Jews
suspended only by a thin hair, A new exodus in the
near future was the one path that was open to the
Jews. Emigration was their only solution107,.

Judah Loei: Gordon wrote that hatred against
the Jews exmisted even in enlightened countries. He
believed that this situation would cease only when
the Jews would have their own piece of land and be
free from the rule of other nations. He said that
the hatred against the Jew would not cease until
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Iaraellgg?ld have its own piece of earth under God's
heaven . .

After Gordon stated his contention that the
only solution was emigration the question that still
remained was to where should they direct their at-
tention? The question evolved, shall they go to
Eretz Israel or to America (or to other en-
lightened country)? G n viewed tire immigration
movement to Iaraema more difficult than m-.
ing-to America. In the latter the settlers would
receive more physical comforts and benefits. This

ey

development would not arise out of idealism and
emotional attachment but rather out of the actual
physical needs of the Jeumg).

Thus the immigration of the period arose out
of the unfortunate circumstances that existed. The
fate of the German Jew was also of interest to Gordon.

One might have expected him to urge the Jews %o
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settle in Germany., But even in Germany the Jews had
not always reeeived favorable treatment and from 1848
to 1880 many German Jews had emigrated to lnericallo,.
Israel, America, Germany and Spain were among the
countries that Gordon discussed. He wrote that even
in Germany and other enlighti?;? countries the Jews
were subjected to oppression » He reacted negat-
ivelylig’tha Spanish proposal to settle Jews in
Spain « The king of Spain said that he would

like to make amends for the wrong that had been per-
petrated on them in the fifteenth century and for
their having been expelled in the year 1492. Gordon
wrote that twice before overtures had been made but
that strings had been attached. There would be in-
numerable difficulties in an attempt to settle in
Spain, The language of the people would be strange
to the Jew. They would not understand the Spaniards
just as the Spaniards would not understand them. In



many of the countries in Europe the Jews had not
been woven into the life of the country. There were
n0 Jewish settlers in Spain who could help newcomers
over the hurdles until they could provide for them-
selves. Gordon warned that not only was Spain far
away but it had a tradition of oppressing Jews,
There was no guarantee that the king or his advisors
would not have a change of heart and would not once
again persecute the Jews.

Gordon held a favorable attitude to'a{§3?h°
United States as a haven for Russian Jews,
While it was true shat some of the same obstacles
that existed in Spain were to be found also in the
United States there was a traditioa of religious
freedom in the latter country., There were organized
Jewish communities and Jewish charities to help the
immigrants, Jewish schools and institutions had
been established. Many immigrants spoke Yiddish and

™
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would be able to help the new settlers learn the
English language and make satisfactory adjustments
to their new home. The United States had a tradition
of humane behavior toward minority groups and had
attempted to alleviiiz)tha sufferings and oppression
of the Russian Jews » Thus it was to this
country that Gordon directed his hopes for the
spiritual reawkening and development of the Jews

not as the permanent answer to the Jewish question
but for a temporary solution until such time that
the Jews could settle Eretz Iaraellls). At that
time Erets would be not only a physical refuge but

a apiriéngf?id ption. Gordon was aware that

many of the Jews who settled in America would grow
roots but he lookea to the rabbis to direct the
thoughts and the desires of their people towards
their homeland. He hoped that when they had dwelled
in the States for awhile that they would be prepared

to settle Eretz Israel and make their permanent homes

there,
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Gordon wanted a permanent dwelling in Erets
Israel only under favorable conditions. He advocated
cultural attain;ggga and he wanted men of culture to
settle the land » There were many stumbling
blocks in the path of this goal. Nearly everyone
was aware of the lack of friends that the Jews had
in Eretz Israel and of the antagonisms of the other
inhatiditants., There was also the need for cultivation
of the land by trained farmers. But there was one
additional stumbling block that was hidden and that
had not been taken into consideration. This was the
personality of the Jew. He had been stepped on,
persecuted, and despised by men., Self rule and self
government were not a part of his immediate back-
ground and therefore he would not know how to rule
or govern the country. This fact Gordon believed
to be the most important reason that should have

prevented the Jews from settling on their own land

at that time.
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Gordon wanted neither rabbinic dogmatism and
legal rigidity nor did he want only secular pursuits
to be typical of Eretz Israel, He feared that wlie
rabbis with their adherence to clericalism, and

117)

narrowmindedness, would gain control of the country .
He desired that the Russian Jews first learn to live -
as freemen so that they would be prepared for
spititual and physical redemption that would help
their country prosper and become firmly rooted.
GORDON'S CONCEPTion ofF JEWISH LIFE IN ISRAL

Whereas Gordon urged preparation for spiritual
sacrifice for those who wanted to seitle in Eretsz
Israel he was concerned and interested in those
settlers and those settlements that had already been
established iy Israel. He desired that the Israeli
immigrant should find peace and safety. While
Gordon would not direct the thoughts of his people
towards immigrating to Eretz Israel he would not
condemn those who had already settled there. He
would be interested in them and in their activities.
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He wanted the coloniee that the Jews had developed
to prosper and to reflect credit upon the Jews,
When unfavorable events erupted he became perturbed
and expressed his anxiety.

With Jewish settlers once again in their home-
land it was necessary to collect money for them.
Somtimes a question arose regarding the expenditures
and the honesty of those involved with funds. This
could lead to bitter qugrrels. The overseers of one
of the charity funds were suspected of irregularities
in its disbursements. They in turn, to discredit
the critics, claimed that many writers criticized
Eretz Israel, her scholars, and her leaders because
of their desire to call attention to themselves in
order to be regarded as important and honored men.
Gordon refuted the argument of the fund overseas and
said that the authors were desirous of indicating the

abuses that existed. These evils had to be corrected
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and the management o{lg?aritiea and public funds had

to be above reproach .

After the uprisings against the Jews in Israel
Gordon reminded the Russian Jews that it was imper-
ative that they continue to support the moshavoth
in Eregz Israel. He recalled the tie that existed
between the Jews of Eretz lsrael and those &€ Russia
and he looked forward to the time when the colonies
would be self sufficient and important. To achieve
this Gordon wanted the Jews to contribute according
to their iﬁ&nlll')-

Another problem facing Russian Jewry with rela-
tion to Israel was the fear that the various factiomns
that existed in Russia (maskilim, mithnagdim and
chasidim) would be transplanted or else would devel-
op in the homeland . It was stated that even when
the Jews lived in fear in many countries they were

always able to find a resting place. The threat that
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faced the Jews was the break up of the unity of the
people, It was bad enough that Rhere were quarrels
in other lands between the Jews but that this should
occur in Israel was shameful, This was the land

that had been held up as a symbol of spiritual en-
lightenment. Thus the outbreak oflguarrela in
Rishons Le Tzion troubled the Jews ? o The only
punishment was to withhold for a time the wages of
those who were found to be the troublemakers and
their overseer, When the overseer was fired due to
the outbreak of violence Gordon realised that it was
ﬂtuliblaethat:htsadthntahabin::ghalaebeen for ex-
pediency rather than because.hia guilt was establish-
ed. He refused tc indict the supervisor or to acquit
the leader of the rebellious faction. When he learn-
ed that sixteen of the settlers had attempted to
prevent the quarrel from erupting he was very pleased.
The writer wrote that the Jews should not make any

mistakes on holy soil. Gordon was very concerned

with the behavior of the Jew and he desired that
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they should act properly and righteous]ly in order
that the goyim should not and would not criticize
them., (This attitude might wedl be expected in a soc-
isty where a minority group attempted to become ace
cepted by the majority and meets with oppression and
supressiog. Rather than seek the causes in the i11s
of the society they turned their aggression inward,
and even while they disproved false allegations
made against them they subconscously identiféed
themselves with the very criticisms that they were
openly rejecting,

The misfortunes qpat developed and that affected
the Jews in the Jewish piece of land brought Gordon
great sor-ow. The uprising in Jorusalgg)spilled
innocent bloodh ordon +. He wrote
that these uprisings occurred because the Jews were
secking Justice, ,truth, amd-feed as well as knowledge
for their youth, One might be amazed to learn that
Gordon ascribed the difficulties of the Jews to the
dark paths that the Jews pursued and to the slaughter
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that was within their hearts, IThsy were not able to
recognize good from bad and therefore cerying would
continue in Eretz Israel until God would be ready
to accept not only their gifts of money but also
their ideas, and until the dwellers of the land
would learn who sought to corrupt them and their
child{;g)and who sought to lead them in straight
paths .

Gordon as a leader in the Jewish community had
to discuss the problem of Zionism. Since many were
forced to choose Israel as a refuge and since the
going up to Isrzel was so important Gordon would do
what he could to prosper these settlements. Thus it
was that he wrote a propaganda article highlighting
the good points about the "delightful land the mo;;z]
important and popular land, the gateway to heaven .
Even in dispersion the thoughts of the Jews were for
the Restoration of Zion with Jerusalem as her capital.

It was believed that this era would be ushered in by
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the Messiah, Many considered using the land as a

refuge for those who saw no prospect or no future

for their work in their own country. Gordon informed

his readers that there were ten moshavoth thanks to

those who were concerned with this endeavor. "The

youths have provided andopportunity for many besides |

themselves and have saved themselves from assimilation.”

He was thankful that there were well known rabbis who
were concerned with the undertaking.

CONCEPTION OF AMERICAN FEWISH LIFE

Gordon was pleased that the Russian Jews had
and were continuing to emigrate from Russia to
America. ‘le praised them for having the courage to
go there and find a place of refuge. He did not un-
derstand the problems in forming an American Jewish

life and he was intolerant of the changes that had
been instituted in Judaism. He would praise and

condemn the same practices when they were cloaked
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in different garb. Gordon believed that many Jews
were attempting to return the crown of Judaism to
its former status,. He also believed that the re-
formers were destroying Judaism by their desire to
correet and change Practices, customs, and ideas.
He felt that they (the reformers)were attempting to
reverse the order and make religion fit their lives
rather than having life conform to religionlza].

Gordon did state that the reformers aimed at
returning those who had left the ways of CGod. The
Jew who arrived in America alone was 'lost' he wrote.
A Jew needs more than faith, Ritual oﬁjects and a mi
!g2525}2h) are needed to fulfill the commandments.
The adjustment and fitting of religion into everyday
life were necessary se¢ that many Jews would not be-
come estranged from Jusaism. If this were not done
then they and their children would be lost to Jewish
life. While orthodo¥§ !;?zhreatened by the reformers
yet it ean-not separate them from the community for
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2
this would mean adding another enemyl 5). The

orthodox mmat accept them and help them so that they
will continue to live as Jews,

Gordon hoped that the American Jews would de-
velop andinterest in religion and worldly knowledge.
He was opposed to those whose only interest was in
faith ggg)to those whose only interest was in
reason o He wrote that he did not want his
people to be too righteous (interested only in
religious matters) nor too intelligent (interested
only in secular matters). The older generation was
too limited and narrow in its scope and the younger
generation has swung too far in the other direction
and had concentrated on increasing its knowledge and
explaining everything rationally. The predominant
theme in America was retionalism and our author
laments that this tendency had progressed so far

that the rabbis had been correcting the Torah and

transgressing the mitzvoth.
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In one of his articlesl2 Gordon agrees with |
two men who complained that there was a religious
gap in the Iife of American Jews, "Ope wondered who
the future generations would follow, from whom
would they seek guidance, from the American rabbis
who had given up the hope for the Restoration of
Zion?™ Gordon stated that the one sidedness of these
Jews,which he was combatting, was a reaction against
the over zealousness of the parents. Gordon envis-
aged a strong Jewish life that would concern itself

with current topics and problems.

RIPR—

The large number of Russian Jews who settled in
this country in addition to the earlier Jewish
settlers created a need for Jewish communal organ-

igations.

Between the Civil War and the new Russian
immigration of the eighties the growing Jew=-
ish communities developed an unprecedented
number of philanthropic and educational
institutions which became a permanent feature
of American Jewish life, Organizations....
grew up within a generation...America was
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thus partly prepared to receive the tremend-
ous new wave of immigration.., 128)
The earlier settlers had come dribbl

into the country in small groups and hégg

become easily assimilated. The new-comers

nigrated, not by families, but by communities

and by provinces, with a well developed group

consciousness, desiring to live together,

forming huge ?hattos in the metropolites of

the East. 129

With the development of Jewish communities the

Jews were awakened to a desire for organization and
unity among Jewish groups. When the orthodoz group
voted on a babbi to head the orthodoz community
Gordon indicated that thgre was too much disggree-
ment about this leader « Gordon wrote that the
time for discussing his merits had passed and once
he was elected i: was necessary to cooperate with
him and then to evaluate his actions and his works.
He hoped that he would be a good influence on his

followers and that he would bring respect to the Jdws.




One of the things ghat pleased Gordon was that
large sums of money were made available for learning
and for community purpose# in America., In this way
the children would learn the ways of God and eventu~
ally American Judaism would be a symbol for all the

world,

Religion at that period was in a state of chaos.,
There was no organization, only individual congrega-
tions. New conditions and a new type of life militated

for new forms.

ess 8 sturdy religious life was being de~
veloped in the United States. Most of the
immigrants were brought up in the tradition
of rabbinic Judaism but the new conditions
in America often mad changes necessarye...
The movement for refcrm gained headway
after 1848, the impetus coming from the
German liberals, who puured into the
country when their revolution was crushed...
The father of American Reform Judaism was
Isaac Mayer Wise.... a firm believer of
adaptation and despite the opposition of
conservative elements he introduced a great
number of reforms in ritual and service...
He was primarily an organizer. Early in
his American career he began an agitation
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for a union of reform congregations, and
his efforts were crowned with success in
1873, when the Union of American Hebrew
Congregations was organized. He felt the
need alee for a seminary to train native
born ministers... After a campaign of
twenty five years the Bebrew Union College
was ogened in 1875 and eight years later
its first ordained rabbis came from its
halls. 131)

It is this background that helps us to under-
stand the interest of Gordon in Ambrican Jewish
institutions and particularly in the Hebrew Union
College. These institutions were developing during
the period when the Jews in Russia had to turn their
attention elsewhere. The first American rabbis
graduated from the College were ordained at a time

when Russian Jewry was persecuted and frustrated.
Gordon diacu?sed the work of the college and its
132
subject matter . The course he informed his
readers was an eight year one four years of prepar-

&tofy work and four years of rabbinical work. There

was an integrated program which aroused much interest
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in the minds of the Jews. Gordon stated that this

was important for Jewish education. Thirteen rabbis
had graduated when Gordon discussed this schoollja).
These rabbis reflected their training as evidenced

by their preaching good sermons and their intelligent
learning and knowledge. Gordon was pleased with the
school and its works and he considered it a good
school., Another reason that he took pride in the
school was that a few years before it was not believed

that American children could become rabbis. There

were then a number of American rabbis.

The curriculum of the school consisted of
Hebrew, Aramaic¥, and Arabic, in the university.
Tanach with translations, M‘ahnah, Midrash, Talmud,
Philosophy, History, introductions to the Mishnah
and Talmud, Methodology, homiletics and Rabbinical
terminology were taught in the Rabbinical department.
There were tests, given by examiners, in each field.

At the time that Gordon wrote his article on the



(7%)

school there were thirty five students. One received
a rabbinical certificate and six received teacher's
certificates. The building and its books were
valued at thirty thousand dollars. There were from
ten to fifteen students on scholarships and about
twenty were given books and other out of the school

privileges.

Rabbi Kalisch who was a student there from
1879 to 1887 received the.alicha'that year, Speeches
and songs marked the festive occasion. After the
speech by the head of Congregation Jeshurun, Rabbi
Kal’sch was blessed by Rabbi Adler. The latter
placed his hands on the newly ordained rabbi when
he pronounced the blessing. Rabbi Kalisch then
spole of his o bligation as a Rabbi. There was
another speech by still another rabbi and then the
benediction was pronoucned over all who were assembled.
Gordon further wrote that all left agreeing that
R&bbi Kalisch would in all probability have a



successful career,

Although there were many practices and develop-
ments in America that Gordon criticimed he was very
pleased with the program of this school. He desired
that the Russian Jews should learn from the American
Jews that it was necessary to build the schools
according to the way of the place and the land, If

: this would not be done the children would grow up
ignorant of Torah, of wisdom, and of nannerslBA).

All of the topics that Gordon discussed grew
out of the background in which he lived. The sub-
Jects he treated were important at that time, If a
Russian Jewish life could have developed free from
s;gg restrictions &s were placed upon it, it is
guestionable whether Gordon would have been so con-
cerned with Israel and Ambrica. Not only his political,
social and economic background were important but the
cultural and intellectual aspects were also very im-
portant, The forms that he could draw foom and the
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FOOTNOTES

1) Scciel chengetakes place when the values of the
society change., Since societies are not
static social change is a continuous process.
When drasticsocial change is occuring with-

in © ¢ in a society it is a result of instability.

The reader is referred to the following article
for an underssand of socieriesusuch as
nintteenth cemtury Russia;

Hopper, Rex D, "The Revolutionary Process" Socia
Forces. Volume 28, No. 3, pp. 270 = E?%-
March, 1950.

2) Social reorganization is the process whereby new

values values gain ascendancy and acceptance over
the old values of the society.

3) Achorn, Brik ., European Civilization and Politics
Since 1815. New York 1938 . PeJ.

L) ibid, p. 111 ff,
5) Ibid, pPe 121
7) local cokmunes
8) An attempt to appease the populeace followed b
a dgsire tgpretain fufl power often resu{ts

in first granting,and then rescinding,
benefits, This is characteristic of periods

of of drastic social change.
9) Veraad George. H@story of Russia, New Haven,
1;%: Pe 158 °

10) Maynard, Sir John. Russia in Fliix, New York, 1948
Pes 29,
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11) Pinson, Koppel S. _Essays on /Antisemitism,
"Antisemitism In Tsarist Russia" *2{
Mark Vishniak, New fork, 1946. p.1l21s

"Russian antisemitism was nourished from
theee sources: (1) religious prejudice
ag against an alien faith; (2) economic
oppositiompposition to the business competitor
and rival: (3) political animosity to
all who were opposed to the autoeratic
system,"

12) ibid, p. 121,
" In the last years of the Romanov dynasty
antisemitism developed greater manifestations

of cruelty, indide at the convulsions
8 of a deea and doomed regime",

13) Russo - Jewish Committee. I};ﬁ%
ih!.!!!!.&!ggzlléég on, e Pe-3U,

14) The Pale of Settlement was an area in Westmrn
Russia to which Jewish settlements were

restricted,
1%) Errora,lgoo. The Russian Jews, London, 1894 .
Pe . y .

16) Pinson, OP« cit, P. 133. 124,
17) Errera, op. cit. p. 113.

18) Dubnow, S. M, History of the Jews in Russia |
and Poland, Philadelphia, 1920, Vol. II |
Pe 324, . [
15) Thus all shades of opinion were reflected in
the Jewish population.

20) Realiz That Russian Jewry wopkd not be per=-
: ti:esd to dwelgg the Russian Yews diredt-
their att theigoattention other areas where

Jews dwelled.
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219 That is, that Gordon as a maskil arose out of
e Haskalah which was a product of Russian
ewish life etc.

22) A full discussion on leadership in a revolution-
ary period will be found in:
Hopper, op. cit.

23) (856 SN . 10D ‘S}Qd
VR . 44 pp.6¥) -85

2i) Ha-Meliz was a literary magazine that usually
reflected the views of the Haskalah writers.
It was published from 1860 to 1902 with
some interruptions.

25) The bibliography of Gordongs articles was pub=-
lished in 'ém_ggﬂt Vol. VIII,
1 ppe 248 - 202, -

26) The hope for citizemship placed a premium on
a merging of religious and secuddr values,

Y A
MR 3'2 S N VR .Yihg‘ eI '
\[.{__Cig iDP Ieli- 1O LQJ. (

270193 01N Nl Qe )N o I@‘ibl ‘4
Pp3er-3¢y; ke, hiyiee Noal s I\"B
M

L1580 Y ANO)  2iahdn Nl N
l/ﬁ{ L}; PP‘I'(G&"
r'--PI_g
AEET 2N L 509 yNo
V’K _}_l(,! PP 2ANS~22336.
30) Dubnow, S.M. op. eit, Yol II, p. 116.
31) ibid, p. 124, 126.

28)

29)

Rl



(83)

32) \mcﬂ—gilﬂl\f.}) . PR 2 &P
vk - 213, -?p.uc.s 22CL .

2 0
T ALV SR NS VR Y [WS
VL. 12y, PP 1553 -/55¢ .
34) NI e SEYTIR SRR
P q,,ug asL  pp. LL3 ~2 &Y
35) 880 Yns PY YOO /:5{1 Jt(c@
vk ¢ P:a?-ias/ Vo, 4o PP y~1Y§¢,
36) \,gg,{fl ND Jlue HhYNg IN'e
Vi, 1 p.2atb-2(2.
37) ./g?s-'fml LID Plﬂ’ 2T
V. N6 pp. 405-Yoi,
38)4%&&7'(1»1:\ PNIDH D9l DI 3o
Vol // p/:m ¢ BY.

39) /& 5'75 IN D L Py .J'-"_J-D:!
\/Km | pp-iTe2- 704,

40) \/%3(9 ¢ ’6{\‘)) ol |Ie€hn
27

Volial PP 1§21~ S
41) ,!%Eﬁ I\N 3 JJ 3 ble \J‘a\.h J’C
vk, pi-t, O(f:zj»pﬂ.q
42)  VR31pp w3410 155 2 e dleNI'Y  HyT
Ve iappacg- ik (¥52 (frontdeas P21yl
VVPHPPPPSIT-SN- (v! J‘N-ﬂ JOINDGCR pJUh
,185'?’?'&’\“ 2) N2 AAble 35 MRS KMRIN
V£ .20f PP- 2t~ 213y




(8%)

~p [ \
188 LN JdﬂO‘PShSH\ yN?

" V.3 pp.us-4¢.

L) Gordon was annoyed that the French governmenthad
restricted religious education from the
educational program.

L5) V&«;a{)p-iﬂs-ll{ﬂ.,rsﬁsh—j,'fru\ .'l\‘('a DT

46) This commission did not aitewfdtehthe troubles
that beset tt}‘n Russian Jewish commgnity.
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48) Even though Gordon bitterly attacked unprogressive-

ness in Judaism he did not have any quarrel
with orthomy per se.
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70) op- <ll® (3N r!w By el et

71) Thus the Jews would not only benefit intellectually
but physically also,

72) . [§kO ‘f'cﬂm NT2Y 10> Pio |
Vol ¢ pp/0T~(09.
73)  [bd.

74) To some extent this fulfilled the desires of the
maskilim,

75) This is an illustration of how the conditions in a
society influences a writer., _t was the untenable
position of the Russisn Jews tRat caused the
maskilim to be concemfd with Jews in other countries,
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76) 4887 . Q42e 31Nk
VR. 135, pp. 1951-{?-;'1.
77) The Jews had succeeded in adapting themselves to
agricultural occupations,and had fulfilled the

hopes of the maskilim, oniy to be frustrated by
the Russian government.

78) op- <T. ‘P'ka Gop ble

79) Aliyzh is derived from the Hebrew root o rr ¥ - to
0 ups *his was the technical term for the

igration to Iarael.,

80) Very often when a society is chang there is a
tendency to look back upon an old suveiety as the ideal,

8l) Rhine, A, B, Leon Gordon, :‘n Appreciation, p. 120,
82) 1Ibid
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94) A quarrel broke out between the overseer of the work
in the colon¥ and some of the workers. pparently
some of the workers thought that the ovefseer was
unfair and self important,
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102) Gordon favored immigration to the United tates
as a matter of expediency but he did nét want
the Jews to give:up their loyalty to Erets

th Israel as the "true" homeland of the Jews,

103) “The position of the Jews in Russia was very

insecure and the laws seemed only to restrict
them but not to protect them,
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