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_T- -i - GENERAL EUROPEAN CONDITIONS 

~ aeaningtul discussion on an author muat be 

concerned both with the social llillleu from which 

the author emerged and from which he gained the 111-

petur; to write, as well as with the influence that 

the writer had on his society. 

Tb authox- is ar-.s the torerunner ot social 

change. It ift he, who most often calls to the 

attention of the pepulace the need tor social change and · ~. it 

can be brought about and thus he becomes a tactor 

in the process of social change in so tar as he 

influences his environaent. I will att•pt to ahow 

the tact.ors inherent in the soeial process ot the 

society la which Gordon lived, which in their 

uniqueneae gave rise to Gordon, the author. I will 

also att•pt to show the way in which Gordon, the , '.\ 
-.-

author , waa an intluent.ial ~t.actor in molding the 

ideas of his period. 

This paper will deal with the conditions 4t 



( 2) 

the Russian Jewiah community of the middle of the 

nineteenth century and with the specific probleas 

and solutions which Gordon suggested in hia essays. 

To understand the world of Gordon it is 

necessary to consider the influence of the Russian 

Jewiah world on iordnn, and to understand the 

Russian Jewish life it is necessary to understan4 

the conditions that existed in ¥ouas1a, and· 

Russia'• attitudes and actions can beat be under­

stood i n its relationship tp the European scene. 

All of th••• would haTe their inf'luence on Gordon 

but, naturally, his immediate ailieu would exert 

the s~eatest force upon him. Both the Russian co 

community and the Aussian Jewish commun~ty ff the 

nineteenth century,and ·of the period preceding it, 

were undergoing not the normal or usual proceaa 

of social change but, rather, drastic and severe 
1) 

aoc ial change. 
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()) 

lurope was undergoing a process of complete 

social reorganization during the nineteenth century 

and the seve~l centuries earlier. Aa aociall re­

organization takes place after the society has under­

gone a c.•plet._ disorganization and disentegration 

of previously existing values periods of. reorgani-
' zation are chartcteristically chaotic and beset with 

turmoil, insecurity, and great social upheaval. 

The Kiddle Ages was characterized by stability 

and lack ot mobility both as regards class status 

and locale.· There was little learning during this 

period. The peasants were subject and loyal to 

their lords who in turn were responsible for the 

well being )f their .ch8.l'ges. Civilisation waa rural 

and local. 

New economic needs ·and interests helped to bring 

about aercantiliam and later the development of 

capitalism, the rise of Protestanti811l1 and the Catholic 

counter-Retoraation. Agricutural changes became 

necessary and as a result the movement known as the 

agricultural Revolution came into being. Thia aon­

ment was followed by the Industrial Revolution. fbe 

French Revolution was also a part of the pattern or 
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social disorganisation and reorganisation. 

The m"a of conaen-ati• led by Metternich caae 

about aa a reaction to the torces tor liberalisa. 

The unrest and the diecontent telt by large numbera 

ot people broke out in tb• reTolutione ot 1830 and 

1848. Thea• led to mon liberal goTernmental · 

policies and to the growth of personal liberties 

and treedoa ot thought. 

Thia period that followed the stability ot th• 

Middle jgea can beat be characterized aa a period of 

enlightenment, of yearning tor spiritual, intellectu­

al and political treedoa. Although Russia waa late 

in experiencing this general trend it could not help 

but b• profoundly at!ected by the spirit of the age. 
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J ~ RUSSIAR CORPITIONS DURiliG THE BDiETBENTB ClNIURX 

Th• political, economic and intellectual con­

ditions of Russia ~eteenth centurr brought 

about a teeliDg ot restlessness and discontent 

among the Russian people. The spirit of Russian 

life during the reign of licolas I (1825-18Sj) can 
- ,.) 

be sUllllled up in two words, Wlunaitigated reaction• • . 

Nicholas I was an exponent of autocracy. Be was 

known tor his desire to Russif) his people and tor 

his religious persecutions. During the period of 

licholas I, such iaportant developments as the 

revolutions ot 14'.S, and. the granting ot a consti­

tution, and a liberal lliniatry in Vienna were 

attectilag protound changes in the Europeaa structure. 

Only Russia tailed to yield to the spirit of liber-
5) 

alisa which perTaded Europe. 

When Al.exanderII ascended to the tllrone in 

1855, the conditions in Russia hlftr• similirl,uy, at 

least as tar as the social regime was concerned, to 
6) 

those ~hft prevailed in Western Europe auch earlier • 

... 
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lot only waa Russia backward politically, but ah• 

remained alien to 110st_of the rest of lurope in 

cultut"e. The llOBt urgent and the longe~t felt 

reform was the emancipation of the serfs. A litera­

ture depicting the evils of the society and demand-

ing reform hd started aa early as the 18.30s. B.ueaia' s 

defeat 1D the Crimean War deaonatrated that reforaa 

would haTe to be instituted. Reform in Russia waa 

dependent on the tsar. In 1861 Alexander II pub­

lished a manifesto liberating the serfs. Although 

the serfs were treed .many did not receive any land 

... 

and those wbo did were unable to meet their financial obliga­

t•••k unle•s they hired out their labor. Thia waa 

due to the high pa:taent~ they had to make tor the 

lands 1.hat were given to them. 

The adainistration of the lands was not in the 

bands of .the peasants theaaelves, but was controlled 
7) 

by the airs, which had considerable power, including 

the right to forcefully keep the peasants vi.thin the 

group·. In 1864., pro-rincial self-government was in­

stituted under the Zeastvoa (elective aaseably)e 
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Landlords, townaaen (both of whoa needed propert7 

qualiticationa)aad peasants 11ho were members ot the 

airs were entitled to Tote. AAjwlicia.ry department 

to hold public trials was also instituted and cencor­

ahip was partly relaxed. 

Froa 1866, lfhen an att•pt was made to assassin­

ate ~"'*1....n81ih'1Iaa constantl7 torn "between the 

need tor reform and his fear of revolutionaries. 

Thus, even while reforms were being enacted, earlier 

retonu were being curtailed. CenJorahip again be­

came very strict, and political and preaa offender• a> 
were tried by ailitary rather than ciTilian courts • 

The reYolutionary adTocatea were constantly growing. 

decided to restore the old retoraa. With hia 

assassination in 1861 all attempt• at reform tr011 

. within ceased. 

Alexander III, who followed his father, was 

governed by the principles ot a~tocracy, orthod.oxy 

ani Russification. Surpressi on of the revolutionaries, 
f 

ce~orahip or the press, and control of 1he. abhools 
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by the ciergy were methods used to curb potential 

revolutionaries. ~he clergy of the Orthodox Church 

waa an i.aportant force which helped keep the peasant• 

conservatiTe. tJlus, atrenuoua meaaurea were taken 

to haTe all members of ainority faiths accept Greek 

orthodoxy. ·he methods used were often brutal. 'J!he .. 
strongest opposition to this process of li.ussification 

and conversion to Greek orthodoxy was maintained by 

the Poles, the Finns, and theJ~ewa • 
.t 

One of the greatest economic probleaa that con­

fronted Russia in the nineteenth century was caused 

by the rapid growth of her population due to annex­

ations c-f land and natural increue. The problem 

of increased popu!ationnin Rusaia was only partially 

solTed by extending the area of cultiTated land to 

incluje the black eart belt in the southern Russian 

Steppes , Large funds were needed. to support a large 

permanent army and aa: a result taxes were high. 

In a~ite of all its eflorts, the government was 
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not able to purchase necessary supplies at market 
• 

prices. Ptr this reason the state waa forced to 

supply the factories and the landownera; with cheap 

labor in the form ot se~ra ••• Almost half' ot lfuallda 

economy during the eighteenth century and 4ibei~~t 
tt•~) 

half of the nineteenth century was based on serf labor. 

The standard of liTing of the Russian peasantswaa ex-
10) 

tremely low. I aaine was endemic, . and life was hard 

and devoid or all collfort. 

Before the eighteenth century,there was no 

Ruaaian culture outside of the Church. The secularii.z 

ization of .ltussian culture was noticeable first in 

education. In 1802 the Ministry of Public Education 

was formed. This 'arked the final transfer of the 

responsibllit7bof educa~ion fran the Church to the 

state. The end of the nineteenth century in Russia 

&bowed evideaces of a Rus~an interest in scienc~ 

as well aa a ranaisa&nce in music and art. 

~ all fields of intellectual ende&Vor, there 

wae an attempt to break loose from the shackles of 

-
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the Middle Ages. lihilia was 11118 ~-- am. ~dluaaia revo­

llat~ w' •' ... AU1 .. ~•111m~ ... 

custoa. Socialia with its doctrines of state 

control tor the benefit ot the people also becaae 

important at this tiae. 

Intellectual endeavors in the fields or science 

and art soon becaae aseociated with the growing 

movement to gain more and aore political and econOllic 

retoraa. There wae a tr•endoua conflict between 

the Ruesian people who were constantly seeking to ob­

tain retoraa and equal etatua with weatern Europeans 

~d between the Russian governaent, which was all­

powertul and ruled by whim, now partially giving in 

to the d~a ot the people, now rejecting their pleas 

coapletely. The intellectual revolution which 

brought the artiata and thinkers to the aide of the 

Russian peasant made the Russians more aware of 

their poverty and their inferior position. The 

seven million •a.lien" Jews who lived in Ruesia pro­

vided the new object ot interest, the scapegoat that 
I). j 

helped preserve some aemblence of stability in Russia. 

l 
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The official goTernaental. policy ot Ruasia 

toward the Jen .ay beet be understood 1D terms of t 

the condition~ ot instability 1D Ruasia. The policy 

of the goTernaent toward the Jews ie retledted 1D 

the neTer end~ restrictions which were placed on 
13) . 

~ewiah lite • Alexander I and 11cholaa still 
' 1\) 

further d1a1Diahed ~· Pale of Settl .. ent by 

eBldlng .tram its liaite the towns ot lieY '· 

JicolaieT aJUi Sebastopol. 

nonditiona 1apr0Ted. 11011e'What under Alexander II, 

During hie reign, the Jews could eTen cherish hopes 

ot complete emancipation because ot the tolerant 

spirit ot the Tsar. ITen 1D these coaparatiTely good 

tiaea, however, Jews were not peraitted any of the 

ciYicrrights that were accorded to the most lowly of 
. i;) . 

their tallow citisena • 'The period of Al.exander III 

was one ot great reactio~ dominated by hostility 

toward eTerything that was not orthodox Russian. It 

was during bis reign that the "May Lawe• (1882) were 

passed, iaposing on the Jews reprehensible restrict­

ions and hardships. 
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In additions to tiall•e lillitationa contained in the 

May Laws. other linitationa were imposed on the Jews 

froa time to time. Religion, also. became the pre­

text under which a number of exceptional taxes were 

imposed on the Jews. Taxes had to be paid tor the 

privilege of lighting Sabbath candles, tor th• priv­

ilage of wearing a head wovering while recitiDg 

prayers and tor the privil•g• of killing animals 

according to Jewi.eb rite. 

It is no wonder that thus encouraged by the 

governaent, the Russian people accepted the Jew as 

the object on which he could vent all his .frustrations 

and disaatlstactiona with the status tuo. The 

pereecqtions ,uttered by the Jews at the hands of 

the Rueaian peasant wer~ perhaps even aore difficult 

to bear than tlieMAcrillinatory practices of the 

goTernment. The Jews, to acme extent, mew what 

they could expect troaa the P!9!'J1Ult~ but they did 

not know what they could expect from the angry mob. 
The regiae of Alexander III was inaugurated with 

~ aerie• of anti-Jewish riots or progroms; which 

.... ~ 
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raged through the year. It spread to all parts of 

Russia, affecting the Jews in the cities a& well a.a 

tho&e in the amall villages. The authorities did 

not interfere with the pogroas, nor did 'they try to 
~ 

establish the guilt of the principal organisers • 

Antisemitiam in Russia was Jillrt~~cd~•1ii1o~ity 

~Jd the ruling classes. It was these claaaes who 

supplied the food, the material and the moral and 

psychological justification for the popular social 
16) , 

antisemitism in Russ'ia • 

The results of the goTernmental policy of 

discr:lllination against the Jews and the hostility of 

the Russian people had a very great effect on the 
17) 

inner lite of the Jews. 

What aade these conditions even more difficult 

to bear was the fact that the catastrophe of the 

eighties took the Jewa of Russia unaware, and found . 
them unprepared for spiritual self-defence. The 

iapresaiona of the recent brief •era of reforms" 
16) 

_were still fresh in their minds • The dia.illusion 
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caused by the reawakening of ai~tiaeaitic policies ud 

attitude• found its earliest &:itpreseion in the 

lamentations of repentant aas~ldlators, who for the 

most part belonged to the inte:Llegentsia. Soae ot 

the•• intellectuals, having be1c:oae part ud parcel 

ot Russian cultural lite, were no longer able to 

£-ind their way back t~ Judai•, ud they were carried 

ott by the current of asaiaila·tion, culminating in 

baptia. Others wavered betwe1an assimilation and 

Jewish nationalism. Still oth11ra reacted by 

advocating cOllplete reaction ~nd a coaplete 

renunciation of free criticisa and of all strivings 

for inner reforms. I\) 

However, in the l:&ealthy part ~t Ruseian Jewry 

this discriaination and persec'ution resulted in a 

~Wi\Mfldt.ui1rWtalA iatt.badi:r.~utenaC»fODD.tin~· :?.l 

r"1J.\n9~ u~ ... dern foun4ationa. The salvation 

ot Judaiaa was primarily asaocia~ed with the idea of 

emigration. · Z.b) 

Whatever the aolution offered, howe~er, ~ 

every ituaaia.n Jewish intellectual waa aware that ..Judaism 

cou1d not survive under the dlomination of Tsarist Russia. 



Gordon's publicist eaaaya will be studied with 

reference to him as a product ot his society, and as 

an intluencer ot that .society. Judah Loeb Gordon's 
.. 

choice ot topics in his publicistic Hebrew essays 
. &) 

-was inf'luenced by the vartious torcea in his society ~ · 

.It will be seen that .the problems with which Gordon 

- concerned himself, were real issues in the Russian 

Jewiah collllunitf of his clay. Their aeriouaneaa ca 

only be understood in ~eras ot the prevailing con­

ditions of the times. 

There are many who ltould deny that Gordon was a 

retonaer. Re did not develop a philosophy of reform. 

Today even many trad1tional Jews would not be at 

all diamayed by many ot the reforms that Gordon 

advocattd. His main role ,however 1 was not to formul-, 

ate a philosophical basis for a i"urther development 

af, Jeviah life but rather to make known the abuses 

'in his society and to create a desire on the part of 

the people for reforms . In order to understand his 

works .aat?e clearly it is necessary to discuss the 
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function ot leadership in a revolutionary period. 

In the early stages of a revolution those vho 

would be leaders must be skilled in control devices 
22) 

such as a111itation and propaganda . • These, it 

mar be said, cletermine who will become leaders and 

what devices will be used to attain social control. 

Thus it is the agitator who calla attention t ·o the · 

abuses and the untairnesa in the society. It is his 

task to make the meabera ot the society sensitive to 

the abuses existing therein. When t he people are 

already aware of t hei r. discontent and restlessness 

but are too timid to act the agitator is agressive a 

and he intensifies a.nd directs the tension that the 

peopl6 already have. 

Gordon filled the role of agitator. Be at­

tempted to present the abuses in his societies in 

such a manner that the people wou!d react to them. 

To resolve the tensions of the people, Gordon and 

others sought to direct their interests to the 

Haskal ah and a program of reform in Jewish lif'e. 
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Gordon did not desire to .criticize any group ot lea~lera 
. 2)) 

but to shed light light upon epecific wrongs. W:!Lth 

this in mind wa can better understand Gordon's role as 

a reformer. 

Ponry and prose are each a medi:• or expiresaici1n 

but the treatment or the material is ditf erent. 

Gordon treated the probl .. a that he dealt Wllth dit& 

ferently in his prose than he did in his poetry. He 

was more limited in Idle deTelopaelit or his mater-

ial than he ~ in his poetry. In hia: 11ritinga. 

Gordon wae concerned with the problems or the day. 

In hie prose writing&. he had to di8aas the issues 

as they existecltand he did not have the latitude 

that poetry permitted him. He attemp.ted to expound 

the issues that confronted the Russian Jewish coa­

aunity. He had to deTelop his theme and there 

were bou rda and limitations that restricted how 

thia oould be done. Gordon wrote almost all ot 

bia ll'ticles atter 1870 and the great majority or 

these were written a~er 1880 during the peiod 

wh•n he waa one of the editors of the magasina: 
I • 24\ 

Ba-K1!t11 , e:~•~Y« hia Hebrew. uaays appeared 
. 25) 

in th1a publicaltion. 
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J HT Ro o u c Ti o N ·1 'J G 0 ~ :; J ; · 11 0 ~ 
Thia th~see presents a study of the problems 

and solutions •that Judah Loeb Gordon discussed in 

his publicistic Hebrew ess&ys. uordon lived in a. 

Reriod (lSJO - 1892) that brought about many changes 

in Jewish lite. 

The conditions ·that existed in Russia, the 

relationahip ot the. :ews and ~f the non Jew, and 

the relationship: of the gcs-ernaent and the Jewa 

would naturally comaand the interest of a publi­

cist. The internal Russian Jewish l°ite with the. 

specifically Jewish problems wa• another aspect 

of Russian Jeriah life. Thus auch topics as Jewish 

farm settleJ1ents, Jeriahbfactiona11 .. , charity, 

kaahrut, J.ewis!h community pl8.lllmng and anti-semit­

iam are discussed under the heading Russian Jewry. 

Anti-seaitisa could be wiewed as a device used to 

unify the &uasiana. l'his unity was particularly 

important at a time when nati~nal chauvinism was at 

very impprtant tenet in Europe. 

The hope for ciTil rights a,nd an equal statue tor 

Jews had a profound ef'fect on the Jewish community and 

t .he development of the kiaskalah. Gordon himaelt was 

a maskil and he was concerned with the readjustment 

ot Jewish lifeunder the ne~ conditiona. He diac.uaaed 

.. 
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the need tor changes in religious attitudes, in ~aching 

and in education as well aa in occupational pv.raita. 

Schools and rabbis controlled and aupertiaed by th• goYern­

aent was another topic of interest to the JeWiah c01111unity. 

The Rabbinate could. haYe be$n diacuaaed 11Bder the 

Haakalah aoYeaent in Jwlai•• I belieYe, towever , that 

Gordon plad.ed aut.ficient •phaaia on thia topic to jutitJ 

d1acussin& it UDcler ita 0'81 heading. Gordon recognised 
I 

the unique position ot the rabbi& in the Jewimb COllllunity. 

Be acaetiaea praised -, .. en ca.deaned , and alway• 

tooted to tb• tor proper and beneficial leaclerahip. 

The last portion ot th• theses discuss•• the probl• ot 

aigration~ 1'hia becaae a problea because ot the Ruaaian 

policy which reaultecl in th• cliaillusioDllent ot thoae Jewa 

who believed in the powr ot the Haskalah to enable the J•-
to become a part ot the R.aaaian enYironaente The atteaptto 

.emancipate the Jews trom ancient auperatitioua practice• 

waa bound up with the hope that ciYil libert.iea: would. ba 

given to the Jews. Gordon'• aotiYating principle waa the 

blending of th• •piritual and aesthetic , the deYelopaent 

~t:2:r·~:o:::1~1:~:n~::: ::~~:::::::.:o~b~~::::: .. 
in the fortunes of the Jews. When there appeared to be bop• 

tor-&11M...-a Russian acceptance he was concerned With th• • 
when 

Russian culture but therewre supressecl be turned hia attention 

to the proa and cons of immigration. 
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RUSSIAN JEWRY AS VIEWED BY GORDON 

Tha ~ewish farm settlements was one of the 

aspects of Russian Jewish life that pleased uordon 

very much. Tcheir community organization with 

b.athhouses, eonvalescenthomes and hospitals ful­

filled bis dreams. Working the land and estab­

lishing a going community was a progressive step. 
' 

Builcliing homes and increasing the the-..yield. of 

the fields wan an important accomplishmEn~. There 

were also ar tisans who worked wit~ wood and with 
27) 

stone. The mas~ilim were overjoyed at their 

adaptation of trades. 

On~ of the handicaps that prevented the 

development of a united Russian Jewry was the 

existence of threa factionso According to Gordon 

the ~laskilim stood for progressiveness, the 

Mithnagdim for conservatism, and the Hasidim for 
2S) 

retrogression. 
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This third group whi-ch stubbornly stood 'llii.ai Lita Mc:k to 

~he wall and retu~g to badge from its position 
-·· 29) 
distress8'i him so~•i1 • Liberalimn could not gain 

a tootholc withingthe Basidic tradition although it 

could sometime penetrate the environment o! rabbiniam• 

•But ••• heretical thingking was utterly inconceivable 

where the intellect was rockeC to sleep by mystical 

lullabies and fasc~ting s~ories ot the miraculous 

exploits ot theZaddikm. The era ot· political and 

civil disinf'ranchisement was a time ot luxuriant 

growth tor Hasidism, not in its creative, but rather 
30) 

in ita atatio~ry not to aay stagnant phase.• 

Chasidism produced both leaders and martyrs. Al­

though it exuded spiritual gloom Gordon understood 

that some of the adherents ot Hasidism exemplied by 
31) 

iheir conduct aB8. moral strength • This helps 1le 

•lal1L !>d what he meant when he said that it was 

sµrprising that individuals who were sc.> upstanding 

could react to proposed changes toward the betterment 

of' the Jew in such a negative manner. 
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Becaue tllere was Tery auch interest ill the de­

Yelopment of the coloaies in Erets, Imrael appeals 

nre made ill some ot the);rift_ocuea. tor contribu­

tions to the colonists. There were time• when 

the collection ot the tund wae not without .taJl].t 
))) '!be. 

and aometimea there was aoae diahoaeaty. 'JJ&• 

people were urgedto contribute to the rebuilding 

of ,neir h011eland and to kee~ their co-religionist• 

from haTiag to beg for their food, and other ne­

ceaaiti•• • The promise ot a bright future tor 

Israel waa predicted onqthe baeia of the progreaa 
'4) Y.tJ 

made ill the colonies. 

One of the conditions within the Jewish com­

•unity to which Gordon directed his attention waa 

the exorbitant price of kosher aeat. le felt that 

koeber b1atchera abould not incfeaae their price too 

.UCh' oTer talte-co8'efor non-kosher aeat. The tee ot 

the .apgiah should be f air so ·that the price ot 

the meat would not be too expensive. Be iesired 

that both the rich and the poor woul d set the same 

- quality of aeat. Gordon believed that kaahrut waa 

1mportan1f to maintain the unity of the 41 ewish com-
3S) 1.t,> 

•unity. This unity muat not be impaired aa a 
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res~t ot change and there aust be a willingness 

to accept new ideas and values within the frame­

work of "udaiea. 

The problem of Ol'&&llizing ~ meet *' needs of 

the comiunity and to discuss th81l publicly was 

also giTen an important place in Gordon's essays. 

Hitherto organizations concerned with the wel­

i'are of the Jews had conducted aeetinJ• but their 

proceedings had not been made publi~. Gordon 

now proposed that at future meetings the dele­

gates from the "ewiah congregations should com­

pike a list of all the llistortunes that were vis­

ited upon the Jew. ilthough this record might 

not be iaportant tor his tiae he ·belieTed that 

it would serTe future generations as a record 

ot all the deeds cosmitted against Iarael and the 

names of those who gave their liTes for a ~orthy 

cauee would be preserved. The Jews have no moral 
)6) 

ri'1it to disregard their memories. 
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Gordon was concerned with the •dl1Ca~1on of th 

the Jewish students:. He attacked the quota 

system whereby pnly a certain small percentage 

ot Jewish atudents were allowed to enter the 

uniYereities. Tile R\lllalan government made 

tlaeeJews attend public schools and then 1illey 

.ct1£i'Clial11he~ided that they wanted thea to lea••• 

The author wrote that in order to 9 shut the 

mouths~ of the geveT.Dmen~ offici,6'8D&lld of the 

enemies ot the ~ews it ·was necessary to build 

gymn~sia. for Jewish students , at least in those ar 

S":'eas where there were Jell1.ah groups who wished 

to rear their children in the Jewish tradition. 

Thia would bring a twofold benefit to the Jew 

as it would prevent crit1ciaa and also perait m ··, r the teaching of Jewish subj•cts. 

One ot Gorden's disappointments stemmed 

fro• the inability of the r abbis to realize 

that the unity ofthe Jewish people coultl only 

be preserYed by instituting dras~ic changes 

in religioua. life. He viewed the helplessness 
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Hebrew Unio.1 C""1 •e 

.llwi&h lnsb' ut _ • ••.• ,. .1111 

1. ,J.jl>lary 

ot the rabbis S. brinll•r reforms into Jewish ut•· 
"6-> 

as a aad COlllllent on the life of the Russian Jews . • 

The lacic of interest ot aany of the Jews in some kiDd 

of religious educatiOll ot the children e1U ~-...dhia. 

Be waa pussled aa to what the children could cio d e1:31leJWN 

l•lt..:1'1-'M.olo~WoM\.Wl.lrduat.&.o6evUh '-Wuea1't91a. Bow 

were th•J to be schooled UIJ.til such tiae as they 
- If) 4l 

could aake their choice ? 

Gordon was unhappy that the Jewish child ~11•• 

DO loager began his Hebrew education at the tender 

age of fiTe. Mor did he approTe of confirllation 

ShaTUOth in lieu ot the customary Bar MitSTah. Be 

despaired beoaue religious training in the reform 

movement · .. ., leas than in orthodox lite. The main 

ditference, . lle believed was that aDle~ltias e&a.~~tion­

al aethoc:l tile child started his education at an 

earlier age. Be w~a able to carry away more knowl.111191 

that waa firmly rooted. Thie served to attach tb• 
19) 

child aore strongly to Jewish life • 

Gordon recalled the old days when there was no 
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contact between the Russians and the Jewish group, a 

time when the Jewish people would not have changed 

places with anyone. There was a good and a happJ 

home 11£• and a healthy developaent of taaily lite. 

This caae to an end when Jewa were taken into the 

arm1 aad forced to desecrate the Sabbath and eat 
• 

unkoaher food. The governaent schools which the 

children attended brought them into contact with 

the outside culture, and. because those schools -.re closed it 

tolll'rbtA_._tw'1'~1a'9J)l.~•'°9atablish Jewish 

school• to teach caaut religion and traditions as well 

as general subjects. This •ilclcause Torah to 

aanate frca the •aountaina of JM.ah in Russia• and 
- 41) 

Wiadon and Tor!hww1111 be established • 

Whereas Gordon desired ahanges and compromises 

in the lite of the people he did not want them&to 

depart from the tradition or to give up the Talmud, 

and it grined hia that there were t.hose who wished 

to J.o this. The eTil that was attributed to the 

Talmud Gordon laid at the feet of its orthodox 

literalistic interpfltors, who would ~~«>~ *'tania& 
"'' 'fl even while praying • This article, as a number of 

his later ones, seemsto reflect a man who is tull of 

despair and unhappiness. 



(27) 

Anti-aemitism waa an important issue of the 

day that not only did phyatcal harm to the .Je1J' 

but alao tilled hill with shame and disgrace. Too 

often when the Jews were accused of aoae evil 

they all to readily accepted the charge. More 

of'ten than not, however, the cause existed outti.de 

the "ewiah people. Allti-seaitdaa reared ita heacl 
. . lt2) 

not only in lb1ssia but alao in other countriu. 

Jewi8h leaders constantly admonished their people 

to keep clear ot any blaae. In spite ot their 

realisation that the Jew often served as a scape­

goat they wre all toa ready to -u..lit>utalae 
It)) . 

charge•. · 

G~don waa unhappy that the Jew beceived d 

double puniabaent buth_ from man and troa Bod. 

Others receive their punishment only £rom Him. 

Tdaes were supposed to have changed and no 

longer was the Jew 44rsed to serve as an 

object ot suppreseion,and yet,not alone in 

Russia,wer~ the Jews. oppressed b)lt they were 

subjected to prejudice in France and Germany 
45) 

alao • 

.. 
" 
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When one of the well known enlightened figures 

in Jewish life life, referred ae by Gordon as 

was being honered by the Russian government he re­

quested that his people be allo~ed to settle in 

Finland. The government' s answ.ramazed him. Ha 

was told that robbing and stealing had not occurred 

in ~inland w;ttil the Jews came into the land. Thi~ 

individual then asked the Jews how he could a$k the 

authorities to open the doors to the Jews if they 

behaved in this abominable manner. Gordon wrote 

that all suffer because of the misdeeds of a few 

because all Israel is responsible one for the other. 

He looked ib~addto the time that all ~ewswould 
~~ l 

identify themselves wdth the Jewish group. 

When a committee was set up in 1883 to in­

vestigate the various practices by the Jewish 

people Gordonis spirit rose. · Makhov the head 
6 

of the commission was known to the Jews as a 

fairminded individual who had brought some benefits 

for the Jews. Gordon was confident that as a re­

sult of this investigation Jews would be able to 

live eaquiet and a peaceful life. 

I 
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A~ the oppression against the Jews increased the 

greate~ waa; their 1fiillingness to affirm their group 

to 
identity and/withdraw into their own world of religious · 

practtic ea. Thus they sought to find in the traditional 

ways of their fathers the stability and permanency 

they could not find in their hostile enTironment. 

Gordon faTored I/policy of moderation. He desired 

neither the extreme of the unreasoned relapse into 

mere traditionalisa.nor could he view with eguaniaity 

the possibility of aaas assimilation. He did prefer, 

however, that the children learn and follow the 

orthodox traditions. But this was not to be uncritical . ., 
and intlexible • He wanted them to learn religious 

subject.a but aleo subject• that would be useful to 

them in their daily lives. B:· "' "4a~l.:.. sh!:.G an 

educated gtlelap they would be able ~:li~ently to 

stand up to their. enemies. It would,w be sure, be 

necessary to· guard against the children leaving the 

community of' Israel. He hoped such planning would 

involve the ent:i.re community and woul':l determine how 

many synagogue s , health and old. age insti tutions, 

schools and rabbis were needed. Then funds would be 

coJlected . and the proffl"am would be eolt.b1iall4'dand , 4i) ~ , ~) 
ahci ~·~utritld' be establi~ed anC. ins tituted. 
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HASKALAH; A PROGRAM FOR RUSSIAN JEWRY 

The Haskalah us Tiewed by many historians and 

literary critics prillarily in terms of a literary 

movement. The Haskalah should be understood as a 

social movement whose literature is aerely its aost 

observable manifestation. It emerged out of tbe 

feelings of restlessness and discontent which 

prevailed in the Rusiian Jewish cimmunity and expr 

pres•ed itself, through its literature, in terms 

of tije reforms which bad to be made in Jewieh 

ideas and practices in order to reestablish a 
49) 

stable Jewish community in Russia. The Maskilim 

advocated a ch~e in value structure, which they 

believed, would serve to moderni!e and alleviate all 

but religious distinctions between tbeaselTes and the 

larger Russian coam&iity or which they were a part. 

The aoTeaent, howev4lr, was abortive and never achieved 

tne change in values that it sougbt.tp bring about. 



-
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Intellectually and philosophically, the ideas ot 

the Raakalah were in keeping with the spirit of the 

times. The Jews in Russia could not help but be at-

. tected by this new spirit. It could not be aaid, 

however, that the greater number of Jews took 

cognisance of this new spirit of intellectual and 

social enlightenaent. Most basian Jews clung tena­

ciously to Rabbinia, and the Raakalah movement 

never gained a real foothold among them. It was 

only the intellectual who was caught up in the 

surging tide of liberalisa and who attempted to 

formulate and propagate and ideology which be hoped 

would put the Russian Jew on an equal footing with 

his RuaRiiUl neighbor. 

The new ideology which emerged from the Baskalah 

m.!)veaent was primarily concerned with the most pr~f­

- cal necessities of Jewiah social and economic change • 

-..11r~~-- .lll£.rs ~dllb- t he i r oc-

cupatio.nal distribution. 
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Perhaps the JIO&t baaic element in the icleolo17 

ot the Haskalah is its rationalism or in more modern 

terms, ita poaitiYisa, the faith in the aupreaac7 ot 

reason. The Mask111a aaamaed that it the Jewa in Ea 

Eastern Europe changed their ghetto ways, the7 would 

aut011aticall7 coae to share in the bleaeinga of pro­

greae with their Aon-Jewish neighbors. 

Gordon waa diat11rbed when the writers ot hia per-
51) 

iod were criticized by the traditionalists. He felt 

that the barbs hurled at the writers wre unjust. 

Those llbo opposed the attempts at refora were Yielll8d1 
52) 

by hia,aa inners. Thie ia not difficult to under-

stand beca~ee the Maekilim. belieYed ~hat they would 

bfing ealYation to the Jews through this aoYemant. One 

of those who wrote against the Haakalah aoYeaent waa a 

Rabbi Lipachits. Thia rabbi passed Jud.pent on it 
53) 

and found it wanting. He wrote that the Berlin 

Haakalah waa responsible for all the troubles of th• 

Jewa. The writer• were attacked tor concerning th .. -

selYea with civil rights becauae this led to aome Je ... 

changing their names, acquiring profeesione, and 



thie he claimed resulted in the forsaking of God the 

commandments, and the Torah. limna he attributed 

to the Haskalah the weakening ot rabbinic authority 

QDd the disruption of Jewish lite. But· Gordon held 

that if all Jewish scholars were as religious and 

educated as the Makilia, then all would indeed ~ 
114) 

living in a manner worthy of God fearing people -• 

The importance that Gordon att ached to the 

Haskalah is illustrated by his _statlJ)nt that the 

Maskilim helped to stop the pogroms • He recog­

nized t hat individual writers or individual articles 

or individual schools cGuld be criticized. He ·ob­

ject&d, howeTer, to generalising and to attacking 

" the Haskalah, its wr1.ters or its goals per.ae. The 

d811ands that Gordon made were for moderate r eforms 

and he was constantly eeeking a compDDaise between 

the old traditions and the new needs. 

In Ruasia there was a two way movement •oward 

enlightenment. The Russian Government in its 

Russitication policy wanted the Jews to modernise 

their s chools, their curriculum, and their customs, 
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The aaskilill also wanted this, ao that the Jews 

could take a place in the Mmmunity. These tacts 

•xplatn the great interest of Gordon and other 
. j6) 

Ha•kalah writers in the educational prograa • 

Be discussed this subject from tiae to tiae oTer a 

~MadlUDf1' years. One of the probleu ot 

education (which was intimately bound up with the 

diffusion ot Baakalah) concerned teaching aa a pro-
fl) 

f ession • This proteaaion waa not held in high 

regard and the liTea ot teachers were often Tery 

difficult. Gordon att•pted to elucidate the funct­

ion• of the instructor and to gain tor them illproTed 

status and working conditions. It distressed hia 

that they were sustained through and that 

his personal and family needs were not considered. 

Though they dedicated themselves to their work they 

were badly abused. When they became old they had to 

depend on support from their children,or perhaps 

earn a pittance oy writing
1
for they were too proud to 

beg tor charity. Gordon said that the teachers in 

Israel were not treated respecttully although it 

was because of them that the Torah was not forgotten. 
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The solution adTocated was to train governmental 

rabbis, and Wise teachers, and to institute govern­

mental superTision and control ot teachers and of 

educational plans. The COlllllunity would be required 

to give contributions tor teacher•• salaries and thus 

good and faithful teachers would be relftll"ded. In 

.this manner respect would be accorded th•. 

The government officials had decided that changes 

in the school system o~ the Russian Jews would haTe 

to be made. They demanded that the Jews iaproTe 

their schools Within 11 certain apecitied time but 

unfortunately these changes had not been instituted. 

Consequently governmental teacher•• schools Ind 

satnaries were est£- blished to train rabbis who 

could serve the needs of the people. At this period 

many were inditterent to Jewi.sh lite while aany others 

retained their strong eaotional and intellectual ties 

to Judaism and its traditional values. There waa 

much opposition to government rabbis on the part of 

the latter group. In att .. pting to appease them 

Gordon wrote that in Germany many orthodox rabbis had 

-recieTed training in sexular subjects at the uni­

versities. Gordon did not want the goTernmental 



rabbinic schools to be closed. Ha desired that they 

spread enlightenment among the rabbis. Gordon's 

appe~as directed to the youth and he did not 

attampteCo weaken the faith of the older generation 
' Jll) 

in the old type of rabbi . • 

The Haskalah to Gordon did not mean the elimina­

tion of traditional observance. He reconized that 

although at one tilila, the lives of the Jews ware 

centered around the fulfillment of to the 

extent that their entire lives were regulated and 

controlled by adherence to Jewish la~ and ·rit~~. 

this no lc.ngar httld true. The interest of the young­

er generation turned to more academic and cultural 

aspect~ of Jewish life. They substituted concern 

with the history and iitarature of their people for 

the traditional observances ot their father.a. Gordon 

was pleased with the awakening interwat in Jewish 

writing and culture but felt that they were.meaning. 

ful. only as they were coupled with aadactiva am'tional 

participation in the p~acticea and traditions of •> . . 
Jews through the ages • There were· many Jews who 

. followed religious obse·rvancaa just as their parents 

had d6ne. There were others who although they were 

familiar with Jewish ritual and interested in Jewish 
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life they did not continue the tradition of obaervance. 

Gordon believed that both an active interest in the 

~~mmunity and obaervaace shoul.a supplement ~ch 

Gordon wrote that there was a feeling of 

antognism between the older and younger generation. 

The fathers set up Torah in opposition to secular 

l earning and this resulted in the children pl.acing 

worldly wisdom in opposition to the Torah. Even 

those persons who left Jewish lif'e because 6£ i ts 
ed 

conflict/with modern l:ife,ahd.vidae returned to the 

fold because of the Blows directed at them anq at 

their loved ones, refused to change one ~ ot Torah 

er of tradition. Few seemed to realize that the;e 
. . 60) ' 0 

had to be a comp1mmiae between both extremes • 

Beriield.,..e that it would be necessary to cure 

the breach between ~he generations through. tfie aitle 

t 

other. 

ot the Baakalah art«6J,~1Ae 1mFe·v;eaoiK eE tae ....-.( 

educational methods • The attitude that no changes 

ot even minute details could be made had to be don• 

away with if the Jewi~ P,eOQle were tc become strong 
· ") ~LI 
and to be revitilized • Gordon suggested time and 

· when 
again that until such time/the Jews would accept 

~ 
changes they would not be able to adjust t o new living 
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conservatiSJD 
conditions. By their •~/they were subjecting •> . themselves to ridicule and to a low status • 

Gordon iftien discussing the relation of the 

Russians to the Jews, Gordon laaented theiJ" behavier 

and their attitude. In spite of this he sought the 

cause of such things as hatred of the Jews in the 

shortcomings ot his people. If tbe Jews would coae 

out of their shell and ac,ufre wiad.om ( choclUlloh) by 

which he meant the new 9t- •od•111•,'; 1Eing the.y would .. 
be able to take their PlllJ 1.r't1le conmunity and win 

the acceptance of otheri~: ._ 11 · We llU8t realize thatWll.~in 
detail of 

anii•l'9h.r iwa1-.~astWe.uatetWewish ob-
,J!P.I . 

servance was regaN~a · in t~e Pale of Settlement with 

the sam~ awe and ieverence. a~ the holiest objects, 

any proposed ch~~a a radic~ur~9' ~( 
.-.... __..,,,.. -- - . 

Gordon disagreed wit}l ·tM11SSe ,iia-. opposed change 
.. ·- -

and who reg~the-. st atus quo as the most desirable 

_t.Jpe of- lit•~- . Ha...q.1.ed with .Rabbi Elazar Atlas 

who wrote that. ~ was no need for any changes in 
- . 

t he ischools .. _and in the yeshivoth. Atlas •Wmaotnotem 

aware or~~e~~Oi't~~~ter facilities and better 
. • . t ... ;v. ~ .- ... tt<i: ..... . 
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65) 
learning conditions. Our author did not want •ewieh 

students to receive an inCerior education but he wanted 

the• to have a different kind of education which hebe­

lieved would result it the necessary changes would be 
66) 

made to iaprove the yehiboth. Gordon sought to bring 

light to his people and be viewed those who were opposed 

to innovation as unenlightened and unprogressive. 

Gordon believed that one of the moat important 

functions of the Haskalah was to mold well rounded 

individuals who possessed both Jewieh and secular learn­

ing. He believed therefore that social intercourse 

between Jews and non-Jews should be encouraged. It 

was Gordon's belief that through such i ntercourse the Je 

J ews would develop hia reason and intellect and he 
67) 

would gain knowledge and wisdom. 

Gordon was an advocate of the Baskalah movement 

on •••a-empirical and •• praetical frounds. 'W.e 

tin1, however that he also advanced abstract justi­

fications tor this movement. Be believed that in 

order tor man to be more intelligent and more 

ehtical than t he animals it was necessary to eat 
68) 

from the Tree or Knowledge. In this way 
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llfis eyeswwW be Opened and ne1W vistas Of thought 

WW1ild be opened for him. 

One method that was advoc:ated to encourage 

enlightenment was to pay for t1he article~ of those 
'ZiJJ) ' -: I 

who wrote in their native lanB;uage • ~ews in Russia 

with tew exceptions did not p1~duce any literary 

work in the tongue of their cc:1untry. This was not 

the situation in Germany and jln other countries in 

Europe. The hope of future gE1nerations lay in the 

acquiring of secular knowledgE~. Gordon wrote that 

the rabbis could not writlthE• literature and the 
f&j ry,, 

knowledge of Jsrael • ly a few in the schools 

and universities would be ablE1 to build and to create 

knowledy,e in the Jewish c.ommunity. These few would 

go into the professions when 1ohey graduated. If 

Israel was to develop and the. breach in Jewish life 

was not to widen then Israel uould have to create an 

intelligensia. 

One of the aims of the Haskalah was to bring 

Judaism closer to the culture of the country and at 

the same time to maintain a Jewish life. This process 



became necessary in a pe.riod in which Jews were seek­

ing or were granted equal rights and citizenship. ---The struggle between those who r efused to accept 

reforms and those who had completely assimilated 

brought forth the maskilim. They sought to bring 

about a compromise wherby the Jews would be loyal 

to that country but yet would maintain their Jewish 

life,. This helps us to understand the emphasis on 

youth, on schools, and on the educational methods 

and development of the children that prevailed 

among the Maskilim. There was concern not only for 

the children's intellectual development but also for 
1J.) ; I 

their physical growth • 

Gordon like~Isr~~l to a. ~wo -headed and a 

two-hearted beast • · on the one hand its interest 

lay in the ancient home and the ancient culture of 

its people and on the other hand it had a bond to 

the country whenein it dwelled. The Jew should bring 

credit to both Judaism and the country wherein he 

resided for they are both a part of hlls nehlta&•icc . 
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In order to accoapliah this goal it would no 

longer be possible to educate the Jewish children 
'f&l) .. 

aolely in the Torah • The children ahould also 

haTe a gentile teacher who would instruct them in 

secular wisdom, writings and language. Scientific 

schools were established. These schools provided 

opportunities for secular lcnowledgeof medicine, 

philoeophy, law, oriental studies or Hebraic stud-
74) 

ies. 
I \I 

' v 

In the earlier years of his publicist writings 

Gordon was primarily concerned with the Haskalah 

movement in Russia and Galaia. He of course also 

referred to the uerman Hasulah ...._ In later 

years when the Jews suffered through pogroms and 
becue 

mded disabilities he w/.s c~n;icern~d wj.th Jelfish 
1sr# -

li{e outside 6f Russia. One of his feara about 

the settling of Israel was that the ou~worn and 

outdated educational methods and anti-progressive 

t:>rces would also take root in Ereu Iarael. It 



was for this reason that he favored JewiSh settle-
76) 

ments in .Aaerica or in other enlightened lands. 

Gordon was pleased when he saw sec~ and reli­

gious interests aerging.Thus he was plea~ed by the 

developaent of the Hebrew Union College where both 
#J 

Jewish subjects and secular subjects were taught . • 

He attriblmed many ot tee dii'fiallties in Erets 

Israel to the rejection of the Baskalah. Th• 

Haakalah which was seen b,y it• advocate as the 

force that was to be the aalsation of Russia 

never acb6ev8' tblasge&lsclue to the internal 

conditions ot the country. Bad the lite ot the 

Jews been different or had they been accepted 

by the Ruas~s Gordons•a dreams aigbt have been 

realised. 
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Both the failure of the Baskalah to bring to 

fruition its dreaas and the antiseaitic acts that 

occurred throughout many countries seemillg to haTe 

weighed heavily upon Gordon. Jews were forced to 

abandon their agricultural aettleaents and many 

migrated to America atter 1881. Tbe Jews had been 

encouraged both by the Russian government and the 

aasld.l.iR to a~ttle on the land and to learn trades, 

but this waa not auccesstul aa the govenment sup-. 
pressed them. Many Jews had to eaigrate and settle 

in new countries. Tbe oppression ot the Jews in 

Germany, A"jjf ia and Hungary, also caused hill nch 

unhappiness • 'bordon did find one note of encour-

agement, that waa the aasU111Dg of lea~er1§f ~ the 

aliyah moTement. by the younger generat!on • "l'he 

changing role or position of Gordon aust be viewed in 

relationebip to his background. It ia obvious that 

if conditions in Russia had been different, the 

topics that Gordon would have chosen to deTelop, 

would have been d11'terent. His reasons tor advocat­

ing first one solution and then the other can be 

understood in tel'lla of the changing times. Thus we 

can understand Gordon desiring a break down of the 

barrier• between the Russians and the Jew1:1 at .one 
• , • # ' .. ~ .. . 

'-"· .£ ....... 

period and later his nostalgia for"tll~~t«Jel~~ to be 
53) 

t~e &al'lteknaw::ible ;id! happy Russian aewimh society Which 
80) 

he never knew. 
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Wben one has read some of Gordon's pcems in 

which he picture• the rabbis al.most as villains his 

discussion of them in his ~ticles seems very mild 

and somewhat unusual. In his poems he att acks them 

unmercif~y and he depicts their evil acts. He 

brings to light their callousness and their lack of 

concern for their people. · Their un..fair treatment 

of their f ollowmen and their dogmatic and literal 

interpretation ia vividly sketched. 

He accuses rabbinism of ha~ing been responsible 

for the ills that ha-..~llen the Jews. He blamed 

the rabbis unrealistic approach to life tor the 
. 61) . . 

downfall of the Hebrew nation • Gordon apparent-

ly meant to direct his criticism of the rabbinate 
8l.) 

toward the rabbis who lived in his time • A group 

ot Gordon's poems were composed with the hope of 

bringin& about reforms in rabtic practices. So, 
I :2 ...... 6)) 

for example, in the poem KG}:c e~...ztfi Gordon . 

directs bis attention to the rabbis with a vengeance. 



84) 
The poem -.. D r>"\; k:. -...e..Jt informs us of the dilemna 

I I 
. of a housewife who went to a rabbi to ask a question 

on kaahrut.Hia insistence on the fulfil.lJllent of the 

minutest ritual detail led to the eventual break up 

of a kome as the husband divorced his wife. 

There are other poems that are direct d against 
6SG 

the rabbinate. In the poem J ( · ~ ,..., 11 .?, . 

Gc>rdon brought to light some of the co.nnivings d .._ 
who 

rabbis/btslllldh f alse passports ~ IOltetdlle~~8ulted in 

l~Mo punishments for tilloMuu,qpfOPi.• Other poems 

also illustrate Gordon's quarrel and criticism 
66) 

against the rabbinate ~"there are many venomous 

passages withingthe poems cited. Gordon dlWs not 

spare the feelings of the rabbis nor d6's he seek to 

obtain a· perspective on the rabbinate. Be .. llih,-t•o 
I 

indict the ra-bia for the perpetuation of an unreal­

istic attitude and for continuing outdated practices 

without any regard to reality and to human emotions 

and needs. 
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With this background one would expect Gordon 

to continue his scathing criticism of the ra-binate 

and his violent denunciations of their works in his 

essays. This however is not what we find. lt is 

necessary to indicate that the changing Jewish life 

had illustrated the need tor unity and had made it 

clear that the Jews would be restricted within their 

9wn group. Therefore they would have to continue 

their inner life and their d&Yelopaent among them­

selves. flt is also necessary once again to point 

outJ that in the publicist articles (especially 

those articles written during the time that he was 

editor of Ha Meliz) he had to be more r estr ained 

and more true to life than in his p~emsJ Inhl8oeee,ays he. 
and morai 

"M<ao1" ~tMiD•ctiore tolla\NCU'ft tbu ie ••• ilil his 

poeti cal composi tions . 

Gordon's att itude toward the r abbinate waveredl. 

There were times when he praised it and llben he 

looked forward to the assumption of the leadership 

of the Jewish people by the r abbi. There were the 
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occasions when he critici~d them for lack of pro­

gressive leadership. But in almost all his refer­

ences to the ra-binate he indicated that it would be 

bedtlArl-il to have the rabbis lead the people in a 

positive Jewish life, in a modern spirit. JDaan he . 

ta1ked of the need for the Jewish people to do some­

tling for the benefit of the group he requested that 
87) 

the ~abbis lead them on the proper path • He 

wanted themrabbis to urge the people to take action 

or to behave in a.ch a manner as to bring credit to 

the Jews and to help them in their relationships 

with .Russians. 

The attitude of the rabbis toward change was 

the target of our auth0r. It was his belief that 

great ra•bis would never arise from the system as it 

existed then. Not only did the rabbis refuse t~ help 

the government with the educational schools that the 

officials set up but they also refused to institute 

any changes in Jewish life. They neglected the ed­

ucation of the young and the U8o11Hl~i,..;i.~I 

.. 
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SS) 
~fUfte~gion · • Gordon desired that those ravbis who 

disagreed with the majority would take a stand and 
89) 

would make known their attitudes • 

One of the actions of the rabbis that Gor4on 

resented was their sitting back reviewing and con­

demning th Haskalah and all of its aims and accom­

plislunents. Passing judgement on this movement and 
90) 

attributing the ills of the Jews to it wounded him 

Gordon believed that the babbis lacked perspective 

with weference to the Haskalah. Gordon attacked one 

of the rabbis for his criticism of the life of the 

maskilim and of their educational system. He wrote 

that the rabbi spole without knowledge. He also 

said that it was apparent that no man (including 
. 92) 

this rabbi)W!§ free from sin • 

In spite of all the criticism and derogatory 
I 

remarks that Gordon directed at the rabbis he still 

• 

held them in high regard. He was particularly upset 
93) 

when a rabbi and his wife were involved in a scandal • 
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It was to the rabbis that he looked for Jewish 

leadership. Any action that might bring disgrace upon 

the Jews troubled him sorely. When a rabbi was in~ 

volved in an unfortunate incident it was even more 

disconcerting~o him than it was if it were a Jewish layman. 

There were occasions when Gordon seemed to 

contradict himself and when he praised the rabbis. 
eruption of internal dissension 94) 

After the o~ak in Rishon LeTzion Gordon wrote 

that after such an incident the people must learn not 

to follow a layman. He implied that rabbis would have 
ed aueh incidents 

help' prevent ~:tbgreiiopmEml:..5tal;'es in the Holy Land, 

and that they would help the people make their de­
J ew:s 

cisions with deliberation so that theb might achieve 
95) 

their goals • Gordon also condemned the misrepre-

sentation of domestic esrogim as Palestinian products. 
He believedt that 
the rabbis should be the leaders of such undertakings 

96) 
so that there would not be such falsification • In 

this way they would protect the poor of their people 

and their work would be recognized and would be 

praised by all. 



Hot only did Gordon realize the importance of 

the rabbis and their prestige, but he was pleased 

when they identified themselTes with a progressiTe 

moTement. He was grateful that sone of them attempt­

ed to help ·the people make a realistic and a satis­

factory adjustment to their environment and their 

problems. It would be beneficial for the people it 

the rabbis would work towards and support necessary 
.97) changes,raidla~ttempt to maintain the status quo. 

Those rabbis who 1dentif6~ themselves with the 

undertakings of the colonizers in Eretz Israel in­

stead of living in a world of imagination delighted 
94) 

Gordon • He looked to this kind ot rabbi to trul7 

uphold the princioles of God by strengthening the 

J~wish religion and by giving the people ~tives 

and~ They would help the Jews find taTor 

in the eyes of their rulers and in this way refute t 

the charges levelled at the Jew .an~a-.erliM.t would cloae 

the mouths of the enemies and the accusers of the 

Jews. 
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That Gordon realized the importance of the 

rabbinate in motivating the Jewa is clear.from •1s i 

'injunction to his people to make contributuons to 
Eretz 

their brothren in Israel because the rabbi Who ·apeak 

no evil have urged charity as a measure to attain a 
99) 

good year • This however seems to be more a de-

vice ......_rdo~ the people to contribute to 

Eretz Israel than· his true attitude toward the rabbia. 

It is necessary to realize that Gordon had no quarrel 

with rabbis _per a!! and recognized the need for them, 

but taat he wanted them to be progressive. 

During tbia period of restlessness much critic­

ism was directed at the Jews. When a Jew who was 

honored by the government requested that Finland 

open its doors to the Jews evil was attributed to 
100) 

"*-• • Gordon wrote that it was the duty of the 

rabbis to talk to their people and to press them to 

remo~ t-he bad f'rom aaong th•. If they~ help 

put -.ndend to the wrong doings of the Jews they 116\A\l. 

help bring better days for them. 
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In discuesing the bead of the orthodox Jewish 

community in America we are told that such a man 
101) 

should "e patient and worldly • Those rabbis wllo 

were engaged in correcting .the Torah aroused hie ire. 

He did not wish them to reduce the number of the 

mitH·oth. When some American rabbis gaTe up the 

hope of the Restoration of Zion he despaired for the 
. 102) 

future of those Jews who had settled there • 



7 Q"'9,.0lr'IVSH MIGRATION 

During Gordon's period, the Ruaeian Jen were 

rejected and hated by th'1r neighbors. The lot of 
' 

the Jew was unbearable aw attested to by the large 

scale emigration at'ter the 1660•a. Thus one of the 

aajor problems facing the Russian Jews was that of 

immigration. The struggle tor emancipation and tor 

ciTil rights was not successful and the dreaaa of 

the enlightened Jews were not realised. 

The Jews were forced to dwell within the Pale 

of Settlement, located near the western boundary of 

Russia. But eTen this physical restriction was not 

deeme4 autticient hardship tor them by the Russian 

officials. From time to time laws were promulgated 

or interperted in a way that made it possible to 

expel those Jews who had settled legally in Tarlous 
10)) 

towns. Oftentimes it was possible to bribe soae 

official to permit illegf1 settlers to remain, but 
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they were always subject to blackmail and worse yet 

104) 
to expulsion without any notice • Besides being 

depriTed of ciTil rights, or equal opportunity to 

earn a liTelihood, and of decent living conditions 

and living iuarters they were often deprived or lite 
f\ "'' ' •<? and limb. ~ constantly reducing the areas that 

the Jews t!t inhabit.lbey wexe to serve~a the 
~ 

scapegoat -vf discontented and restless Russians 

who released their pent up energy and emotions at 

th~ iewiah gro"I' liui:Bg :bt Baaata. Thie discontent 

took the organised tora ot pogroms which broke out 
lOS) , 

against the Jews • 

There were other powerful factors \hat account 

for the great interest ot the Jaw in emigrating from 

Ruesia. The attempt to Russify minority groups, in­

cluding the Jews, led to much persecution and ill 

treatment of them. The desire to foster upon thea 

the Greek Orthodox religion as a .part of tilis pro­

cess was particularly heinous to many Jews. The 

Russian government not only helped create many 
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hardships and disabilities for thea but some of­

ficial.a openly encouraged th• to migrate. The 

question then for 1181ly in the Russian Jewish Com­

munity was to where should the Jews imaigrate? 

Erets Israel and •erica were the two main 

countries to which the Jews turned their attention. 

It ia obvious that Erets Israel would claim the at­

tention ot the Jew~ as a poeeible solution. It had 

always occupied a central position tor Jewry. It 

wae regarded as a lost hoaeland that would onee 

again belong to the Jews. In literature, and in 

prayer, as well as in the hearts of the people, the 

ancient homeland occupied a aajor role. There were 

tactors however that served to prevent Eretz Israel 

from becolling a refuge for large numbers ot :lllnigrants. 

America became a haven for many Russian immigrants. · 

Gordon writing in a period in which illnigration was 

such a burning issue had to concern himself with the 
105) 

question of new settlements in other lands • 

-
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Tlae 'tile of the people in Israel and in America were 

n~turally subjects that he followed closely. He 

despaired when trouble befell his peopleand he re­

joiced when benefits were allotted. io them. 

Gordon bemoaned the lack of treedoa that was 

granted to the Jews. He said that he was disillus­

ioned, and his despair was evident. The pegroas ot 

1881 - 1882 had occurred and our essayiat reainded 

his public that the Jews had been plundered and 

ravaged. The sword hung over the necks o! the Jews 

suspended only by a thin hair. A new exodus in the 

near future was the one path that was open to the 
107) 

Jews. Emigration was their only solution • 

Judah Loe~· Gordon wrote that hatred against 

the Jews esisted even in enlightened countriew. Be 

believed that this situation would cease only when 

the Jews would have their own piece of land and be 

free f'rom the rule of other nations. Be said that 

the hatred against the Jew would not cease until 
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Israel would haTe its own piece of earth under God'• 
104) 

heaTen • 

After Gordon stated hia contention that the 

only solution vae 81ligration the question that still 

reaained waa to where should they direct their at­

tention? The question eTolved, shall they go to 

Erets Israel or to America ~ther en­

lightened country)? Gozon ..,tewecl tme '•1gration 

moT•ent to Ierae~~re ditficult than j~ 
iag-W Aaerica. In the latter the settlers would 

receive more physical cOllforta and benefits. Thia 

deTelopaent would not arise out or idealisa and 

eaotioftlll attachaent but rather out of the actual 
109) 

physical needs of the Jewa • 

Thua the imllligration of the period arose out 

ot the unfortunate circU111stances that existed. The 

rate of the German Jew was. a.ls~ or J.utereat to Gordon. 

One might have expected hlm to urge the Jns to 
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settle in Germany. But eTan in Germany the Jews had 

not always re•eivad taTorable treatment and troa 18/t.8 
110) 

to 1$60 many German Jews had emigrated to .laerica . • 

Israel, .laerica, Germany and Spain were aaong the 

countries that Gordon discussed.. He wrote that even 

in Germany and other enlightened countries the Jews 
lll) 

were subjected to oppression • Be reacted negat-

ively to the Spanish proposal to settle Jews in 
112) 

Spain • The kiJag ot Spain aa1d. that he would 

like to uke amends tor the wrong that bad been per­

petrated on them in the tifteenth century and tor 

their having been expelled in the year 1492. Gord~n 

wrote that twice betore overtures had been made but 

that strings had been attached. There would be in­

numerable dift1c1llties in an attempt to settle in 

Spain. The ~ae ot the people would be strange 

to the Jew. They would not understand the Spaniards 

just as the Spaniards would not understand thea. In 
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many of the countries in Europe the Jews had not 

been woTen into the lif'e of' the country. There were 

Alo Jewish settlers in Spain who could help newcoaers 

oTer the hurdles until they could provide for them­

selns. Gordon warned that not onl7 was Spain far 

away but 1t had a tradition of oppressing Jews. 

There was no guarantee that the king or his advisora 

would not have a change of heart and would not once 

again persecute the Jews. 

Gordon held a faTorable attitude toward the 
113) 

United States as a haven for Russian Jews. 

While it was true _.at soae of the same obstacles 

t hat existed in Spain were to be found also in the 

United States there was a traditio4 of religious 

f'reedoa in the latter country. There were organised 

Jewish co111unities and Jewish charities to help the 

imaigrants. Jewish schools and institutions had 

been established. Man7 immigrants spoke Yiddish and 
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would be able to help the ne~ aettlera learn the 

English language and make aatis!actorr adjustments 

to their new home. The United Statea had a tradition 

of humane behaTior toward minority groups and had 

attempted to alleTiate tha sufferings and oppression 
114) 

o! the Russ!.an Jews • Thua it was to this 

country that Gordoa directed his taopes tor the 

spiritual reawkening and deTelopaent or the Jewa 

not aa the permanent answer to the Jewish question 

but for a teaporary solution until such tiae that 
115) 

the Jews could settle Erets Israel • At that 

tiae Erets would be not only a physical refuge but 
~..A 

a spiritual 1f8daption. Gordon was aware that 

many of the Jews who settled in America would grow 

roots but he lookeQ to the rabbis to direct the 

thoughts and the desires of their people towards 

·their homeland. Be hoped that when they had dwelled 

in the States for awhile that they would be prepared 

to settle Eret~ Israel and make their permanent homes 

there. 
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Gordon wanted a permanent dwelling in Eret1 

Israel only under favorable conditions. Be advocated 

cultural attainaents and he wanted aen of culture to 
116) 

settle the land • There were aany stumbling 

blocks in the path of this goal. Nearly everyone 

waa aware of the lack of friends that the Jews had 

~ Erets Israel and of the antagonisms ot the other 

inhatitmts. There was also tile need tor oultivatio:n 

ot the land by trained farmers. But there was one 

additional atuabling block that was hidden and that 

had not been taken into consideration. Thia was the 

personality of the Jew. Be had been stepped on, 

persecuted, and despised by men. Self rule and salt 

government were not a part of his illaediate ~ack­

ground and theretore he would not know how to rule 

o~ govern the country. This tact Gordon believed 

to be the aost illportant reason that should bave 

prevented the Jews from settling on their own land 

at that tiae . 
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Gordon wanted neither rabbinic dogmatism and 

legal rigidity nor did he want only secular pursuite1 

to be typical of Erets Israel. Be feared that tile 

rabbis with their adherence to clericalism and • l.17) 
narrowmindedneas, would gain control of the country 

He desired that the Russian Jews first learn to liTet 

as treemen so that they would be prepared for 

spititual and physical recleaption that would help 

their country prosper and become firtDly rooted. 

• 

~~QI'\' s C.. Orit!PT to,.t _c ~ _l(~J~ L I f:~!'_!_ c"f~~~ll( ~ 
Whereas Gordon urged preparation for spiritual 

sacrifice for those who wanted to ae\tle in Ereta 

Israel he was concerned and intere•ted in those 

settler• and those settlements that had already beeil 

established Ll Israel. Be desired that the Israeli 

iamigrant should find peace and safety. While 

Gordon would not direct the thoughts of hie people 

towards immigrating to Bretz Israel he would not 

eond811D those who had already settled there. Be 

would be interested in them and in their activities .• 
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Be wanted the coloniee that the Jews had deTeloped 

to prosper and to reflect credit upon ~he Jews. 

When unfavorable even.ts erupted he becaae perturbed · 

and expressed his anxiety. 

With Jewish settlers once again in their home­

land it was necessary to collect money tor tJaea. 

Soatimes a question arose regarding the expenditures 

and the honesty ot those involved with funds. This 

could lead to bitter qutrrels. The overseers ot one 

ot the charity funds were suspected ot irregularities 

in its disbursements. They in turn, to discredit 

the critics, claimed that many writers criticised 

Erets Israel, her scholars, and her leaders because 

ot their desire to call attention to themselTes in 

order to be regarded as important and honored men. 

Gordon refuted the argument of the fUnd overseas and 

said that the authors were desirous of indicating the 

abuses that existed. These evils had to be corrected 
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and the mana.geaent or charities and public funds had 
118) 

to be above reproach • 

Arter the ~prisiDgs against the Jewa in Israel 

Gordon reminded the Russian Jewa that it was iaper­

atiTe that they continue to support the llQthaTOth 

in Eregz Israel. Be recalled the tie that 9%isted . 
between the Jews, or Erets Israel and thoae .. aussia 

and he looked forward to the tiae when the colonies 

would be aelf' autficient and iaportant. To achieTe 

this Gordon wanted the Jews to contribute according 
llt) 

to their ••an.• • 

Another problem f acing Russian Jewry with rela­

tion to Israel was the !ear that the Tarious !actions 

that existed in Russia (maskilim, mithnagdim and 

chasidi.M) would be transplanted or else would devel­

op in the hoaeland • It was stated that even when 

the Jews liTed in fear in many countries they were 

always able to find a resting place. The threat that 



faced the Jews was the break up of the unity of the 

people. It was bad enough that ~ere were quarrels 

in other lands between the Jews but that this should 

occur in Israel was shameful. This was the land 

that had been hel• up as a symbol of spiritual. en­

lightenment. Thus the outbreak of quarrels in 
120ft) 

Riahons Le Tzion troubled the Jews • The only 

puniament was to withhold for a tille the wages ot 

those who were round to be the troublemakers and 

their O'f'9rseer. When the overseer waa tired due to 

tile •tat'l'Mk of rioleace Gordon re.tised that it •• 

fihdbleetl•t~odimiaaalflmt2AueeQeen ror ex­

pediency rather than because his guilt was establish­

ed. He refused to indict the supervisor or to acquit 

the leader of the rebellious faction. When he learn­

ed that sixteen of the settlers had attempted to 

prevent the quarrel trom erupting he was very pleased. 

The writer wrote ths.t the Jews should not make any 

mistakes on holy soil. Gordon was very concerned 

with the behavior of the Jew and he desired that 
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they should act properly and righteousJy in order 

that the goyia should not and would not criticize 

them. (Thia attitude might well be expected in a soc­

isty where a minority group attempted to become ac­

cepted by the majority and aeeta with oppreasion and 

eupressio.. Rather than seek the causes in the ills 

ot· \the society they . turned their aggreasion inward, 

and even while they disproYed false allegation• 

made against them they subconacously identi{ied 

themselves with the very criticisms that they were 

openly rejecting. 

The misfortunes that developed and that affected .... 

the Jews in the Jewish piece of land brought Gordon 

great sor~:-ow. The uprising in Jerusalem spilled 
c,,.4 . .....J ---.1. ~ k)?O) 

innocent bloodf\ Gordon lMi'M~*'':d Be wrote 

that these upri~s occurred because the Jews were 

se3king justice,~truth, alMI &••• as well as knowledge 

for their youth. One might be amazed to learn that 

Gordon ascribed the difficulties ot the Jews to the 

dark paths that the Jews pursued and to the slaughter 
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that was within their hearts. They were not able to 

recognize good from bad and therefore crying ~ould 

continue in Erets Israel until God would be ready 

to accept not only their gifts of money but also 

their ideas, and until the dwellers of the land 

would learn who sought to corrupt them and their 

children and who sought to lead them in straight 
121) 

paths • 

Gordon as a leader in the Jewish COlllllunity .had 

to discuss the pr'lblem of Zionism. Since many were 

forced to choo~e Israel as a refuge and since the 

going up to Isre .. el was so important Gordon would do 

lfhat he could to prosper these settlements. Thus it 

was that he ~rote a propaganda article highlighting 

the good points about the "delightful land the most 
122) 

important and popular land, the gateway to heaven • 

Even in dispersion the thoughts of the Jews were for 

the Restoration of Zion with jerusalem as her capital. 

It was believed that this era would be ushered in by 
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fewjs,h lnatitute of Rellgfoll 
'\ l.ihl~ 

the Messiah. Many considered using the land as a 

refuge £or those who aaw no prospect or no future 

for their work in their own country. Gordon informed 

his readers that there were ten mosbaToth thanks to 

those who were concerned with this endeavor. •The 

youths have provided aadopportunity for many besides · 

themselves and have saved themselves f'rOlll assimilation.• 

He was thankf ul that there were well known rabbis who 

were concerned with the undertaking. 

r!l!Rf'° CONCEPTIO~ OF .AMERICAN IEWISH LIFE 

Gordon was pleased that the Russian Jews had 

and were continuing to emigrate from Russia to 

. America. .'le praised them for having the courage to 

go there and find a place of refuge. He did not un­

derstand the problems in forming an American Jewish 

life and he was intolerant oi: the changes that had 

been instituted in Judaism. He would praise and 

condemn the saae practices when they were cloaked 



-

(la) 

in dif'terent garb. Gordon believed that many Jews 

were attempting to return the crown ot Judaism to 

its former status •• He also believed that the re­

formers were destroying Judaism by their desire to 

correet and change practices, customs, and ideas. 

He telt that they (the retormers)were attempting to 

reverse the order and .make religion fit their lives 
12)) rather than having lite conform to . religio~ • 

Gordon did state that the reform6rs aimed at 

returning those who had left the ways ot God. The 

Jew who arrived in America alone was 'lost' he wrote. 

A Jew nf1eds more than faith. Ritual objects and a mi 
l.24) 

minyan are needed to f ulfill the commandments. 

The adjustment and fitting of religion into everyday 

lite were necessary so that man7 Jews would not be­

come estranged from Jusaism. It this were not done 

then they and their children would be lost to Jewish 

lif'e. While orthodoVy ~hreatened by the· reformers 
~ 

yet it ~not separate them from the community for 
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125) this would mean adding another enemy • The 

orthodox m .. t accept them and help them so that they 
~ 
wi!i. continue to live as Jews. 

Gordon hoped that the American Jews would de­

velop andinterest in religion and worldly knowledge. 

He was opposed to those whose only interest was in 

£aith and to those whose only interest was in 
126) 

reason • He wrote that he did not want his 

people to be too righteous (interested only in 

religious matters) nor too intelligent (interested 

only in secular matters). The older generation was 

too limited and narr()W in its scope and the younger 

gAneration has swung too tar in the other direction 

and had concentrated on increasing its knowledge and 

explaining everything rationally. The predol:li.nant 

theme in America was rationalism and our author 

18.lllents that this tendency had progressed so £ar 

that the rabbis had been correcting the Torah and 

transgressing the mitzvoth. 
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127) 
In one of his articles Gordon agrees with 

two men who complained that there was a religious 

gap in the lif'e of American Jews. "One wondered who 

~he future gene~ations would follow, from whom 

would they seek guidance, from the American rabbis 

who had given up the hope for the Restoration of 

Zion?" Gordon stated that the one sidedness of these 

Jews,which he was combatting, was a reaction against 

the over zealousness of the parents. Gordon envis­

aged a strong Jewish life that would concern itself 

with current topics and problems. 

The large number of Russian Jews who settled in 

this country in addition to the earlier Jewish 

settlers created a need for Jewish communal organ-

iaations. 

Between the Civil War and the new Russian 
immigration of the eighties the growing Jew­
ish communities developed an unprecedented 
number of philanthropic and educational 
institutions which became a permanent feature 
of American Jewish life. Organizations •••• 
grew up within a generation ••• America was 
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thus partly prepared to receive the tremend­

ous new wave of immigration ••• 128) 

The ~arlier settlers had come dribbling 
into tne country in small groups and bad 
become easily assimilated. ·The new-comers 
migrated, not by families, but by communities 
and by provinces, with a well developed group 
consciousness, desiring to live together, 
f onning huge ghettos in the metropolites of 
the East. 129} 

With the development of Jewish communities the 

Jews were awakened to a desire for organization and 

unity among J ewish groups. When the orthodoz group 

voted on a babbi t o head the orthodoz community 

Gordon indicated that there was too much distgree-
130) 

ment about this leader • Gordon wrote that the 

time for discussing his merits had passed and once 

he was elected 1 ; was necessary to cooperate with 

him and then to evaluate his actions and his works. 

He hoped that he would be a goo~. influence on his 

followers and that he would bring respect to the Jews. 
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One of the things ~at pleased Gordon was that 

l arge sums of money were made available for learning 

and for community purpose• in America. In this way 

the children would learn the ways of God and eventu­

ally American Judaism would be a symbol for all the 

world. 

Religion at that period was in a state of chaos. 

There was no organization, only indiYid~l congrega­

tions. New conditions and a new type of life militated 

for new forms • 

••• a sturcly religious life was being de-
1eloped in the United States. Most of the 
immigrants were brought up in the tradition 
of rabbinic Judaism but the new conditions 
in America often mad changes necessary ••• 
The movement for refcrm gained headway 
aft,t' 1848, the impetus coming from the 
German liberals, who pQured into the 
country when their revolution was crushed ••• 
The father of American Reform Judaism was 
Isaac Mayer Wise •••• a firm believer of 
adaptation and despite the opposition of 
conservative elements he introduce& a great 
number of reforms in ritual and service ••• 
He was primarily an organizer. Early in 
his American career he began an agitation 
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for a union of reform congregations, and 

his efforts were crowned with euccess in 
1&7J, when the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations was organized. He felt the 
need al.. for a seminary to train native 
born ministers ••• After a campaign of 
twenty five years the Hebrew Union College 
was opened in 1875 and eight years later 
its first ordained rabbis came from its 
halls. lJl) 

It is this background that helps us to under­

stand the interest of Gordon in Am'-rican Jewish 

institutions and particularly in the Hebrew Union 

College. These institutions were developing during 

the period when the Jews in Russia had to turn their 

attention elsewhere. The first American rabbis 

graduated from the College were ordained at a time 

when Russian Jewry was persecuted and frustrated. 

Gordon discussed the work of the college and its 
1J2) 

subject matter • The course he intormed his 

readers was an eight yea.r one four years of prepar­

atory work and four years of rabbinical work. There 

was an integrated program which aroused much interest 



in the minds of the Jews. Gordo~ stated that this 

was important for Jewish education. Thirteen rabbis 
. l))) 

haa graduated when Gordon discussed this school • 
These rabbis reflected their training as evidenced 

by their preaching good sermons and their intelligent 

learning and knowledge. Gordon was pleased with the 

school and its works and he considered it a good 

school. Another reason that he took pride in the 

echool lfas that a few years before it was not believed 

that American children could become ra-bis. There 

were then a number of American rabbis. 

The curriculum of the school consisted of 

Hebrew, Aramaic", and Arabic, in the university. 

Tanach with tranflations, M~shnah, Midrash, Talmud, 

Philosophy, History, introductions to the Mishnah 

and Talmud, Methodology, homiletics and Rabbinical 

terminology were t!ught in the Rabbinical department. 

There were tests, given by examiners, in each field • 

....__ At the time that Gordon wrote his article on the 
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school there wer~ thirty five students. One received 

a r abbinical certificate and six received teacher's 

certificates. The building and its books were 

valued at thirty thousand dollars. There were from 

ten to fifteen students on scholarships and about 

twenty were given books and other out of the school 

privileges. 

Rabbi Kalisch who was a student there from 
' I 1879 to lg87 received the saicha that year. Speeches 

and songs aarked the festive occasion. After the 

speech by the head of Congregation Jeaburun, Rabbi 

Kal~scb was blessed by Rabbi Adler. The latter 

placed his bands on the newly ordained rabbi when 

he pronounced the blessing. Rabbi Kaliacb then 

spole of his o bligation as a Rabbi. There aa -
another speech by still another rabbi and then the 

benediction was pronoucned over all who were assembled. 

Gordon further wrote that all left agreeing that 

JUtbbi lalisch would in all probability have a 



successful career. 

Although there were many practices and develop­

ments in America that Gordon criticised he was very 

pleased with the program of this school . He desired 

that the Russian Jews should learn from the American 

Jews that it was necessary to bui ld the schools 

according to the way of the place and the land. If 

this would not be done the children would grow up 
134) 

ianorant of Torah, of wisdom, and of manners • 

All of the topics that Gordon discussed grew 

out of the background in which he lived. The sub­

jects he treated were important at that time. If a 

Russian Jewish lite could have developed free from 
i°"h.Q 

8'letl restrictions ta *ere placed upon it, it is 

questionable whether Gordon would have been so con­

cerned with Israel and Am~rica. Not only his political, 

social and economic background were important but the 

cultural and intellectual aspects were also ver y im­

portant. The forms that he could draw fl:7m and the 
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spade work that preceded him help to explain his 

writings, ideas an~ attitudes. 
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FOOTNOTES 

Hebrew U ion 1 •• 1 ~ 
1ewi3b ln.:ht.t:h: o! r. .. ;i,;on 

Lib1'2rl 

l) Sc~!.2.1 chengetakes place wijen the values of the 
society change. Since societies are not 
static social change is a continuous process. 
When draeticsocial change is occuring with-

i 1. c in a society it is a result of instability. 

The reader is ref ~rred to the following article 
for an unders-.nding of eocieriescauch aa 
nineteenth celltury Russia• 

Hopper, Rex D. "Th• ReTolutionary Process" S~cial 
Forces. Volume 28, No. J, PP• 270 - 2 9-
March, 1950. 

2) Social reorganization is the process whereby new 
va l'l9S values gain ascendancy and acceptance over 

the old values of the society. 

)) 

4) 

5) 
g) 
7) 

8) 

of 

9) 

Achorn1 lrit • European CiTilisation and Politics 
Since 1815. New York 1938 • p.9. 

ibid, P• i11 rr. 
Ibid, p. 121 

ibid1 P• 197 

local communes 

An attempt to appease the populace followed by 
a desire to retain full power cften results 
in first «iranting,and then rescinding, 
benefits. This la characteristic of periods 
of drastic social change. 

Vemadaky, George. HAstory of Russia,., New Haven, 
1951. p.118. 

10) Maynard, Sir John. Russia in Fl!Js, New York, 1948 
P• 29. 

-
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11) Pinson, Koppel s. Essays on AntisemitiS111. 
"AntisemitiSlll in Tsarist 'liusslaw~sy-:­
"'e.rk Visbniak, New 1ork, 1946. p.12li 

•Russian antisemitism was nourished from 
th9ee aourcee: (1) religious prejudice 

ag against an alien faith; (2) economic 
oppositi oapjK>aition to the business C011petitor 

and riTal: (J) political animosity to 
all who were oppoaed to the autocratic 
system." 

12) ibid1 P• 121. 

• In th• 1aat years of the Romano'f dynuty 
antise11iti1111 deTeloped greater aanifeetatione 
of cruelty1 ~indidc. ating the conTUlaiona 

8 of a decaying and dooaed regime•. 

l)} Russo - Jetiah C°':'dttee. The Per~tiop oj 
the Jm in~•ia· London, • P• · o. 

14) The Pale of Stat~lement was an area in Westmrn 
Russia to which Jewish aettlemente were 
restricted. 

1.) Errera, Leo. The Rus a-.1.an Jewa.a. London, 1894 
P• 10. 

16) 

17) 

18) 

19) 

Pinson, op. cit. P. 133, 124. 

Errera, op. cit. p, llJ. 

Dubno•t s. M. History of the Jews in Russia 
anC1 Poland. Phi~adelphia, 1920. ~ol. II 
p. ):24. 

Thus aJ.l shades of opinion were reflected in 
the Jewish population. 

20) Realising That Russian Jewry wo)lld not be per­
~tted to develop the Russian Jews dire•t­

the ir attftfkMtftif0attent1~D to other areas where 
Jewa dwe~ed. 
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21~ That is, that Gordon as a maakil aroee out of 
the Bukalab which was a product of Ruaeian 
J8wish 11.f'e etc • 

22) A f'ull. discussion on leadership in a reTolution­
ary period will be tound in: 

23) 

Hopper, op. cit. 

~ \' 'ftc..,J 1 ~ ~ , o ' a N .:) ) . ....> ") ,J / -=> 1 .::::>~ > ,. 
V ~ . 4 ~ PP· ' ~ I ... f. Hf, 

24) Ha-Melis was a literary magasine that usually 
re!lected the Tiews o! the Haskalah writers. 
It was published from 1660 to 1902. witb 
some inter ruptions. 

25) The bibliography of Gordonlts articles was pub­
liahed in 'K!:1'5 Seter• Vol. VIII, 

l pp• 248 • 26 • · 

26) 'the hope for citizenship placed a premiua on 
a merging of religious and secuilr Talues • 

. , ~l'tJ' fN _,) .) 1n ~ ~~I' I'? 
\f ~ . 1 y ff P> !! ~ I 0 l ~ • 

27}.)l'~l1~.)) ,_'.)) 1 0 1)~ ~11 ~ Q...)(\J .:i) ~'O ,,~ ~- \'~ \'i 
J>p3 ~, . ~n; tt'~·~lr,)1 1 (' ~~ .>).J~ ~'\\e .'.)' 

28) ,18go~'r"'.J) ?~'..:)\µ)::>) >N1 lJ.J 

29) 

v~ '+, PP''· "r · 
. I y~ 7~ J -s (V ;>°) I ~) ... :)')~ )jtJ 1 0 

lfrJ?. J..1 (,,
1 

f f' · ~:i~S,.J.i~ '· 

JO) Dubnow, S.M. op. ¢it. Vol II, P• 116. 

Jl) ibid, P• 124, 126. 



32) \ 18~/ 1 1 f N ->) .. .,P 1) ~'9 ) I) I ? 

..j ~ · l. I 3 / ·w ' l. :2-~ J - .2 .2 ' G, ' 

31! 1 ~1r1o--\'~tlol. lJ '~' (HN ~bJ l'rtJf 
VJ... P-'f , pp.15$3-155~ . 

34) , ,~\n, r t";,.J • ~'().._:) ).., ,,y ~ 
,--(> Vr/(. 1.llL.. pp . :i...t 'f3 ~J.t <t:'t 

35) .(~H , \ 1 rN .) ) .fl a-- 'y ).J/ /'fft J'k<? 
V~ 1 ~fp1t.Y- 13'>/ Vuf. i o . fr:'" '-l't<i t, 

36) ,/ ~f?d l N.l) , , {cJ~) /J..hYN2 /N 1 €._ 

v o€ I ( '{ p . .2.' Ci - ..i.' J.. . 

37) , Ji~~ l f[V..>) • rl !J r'°') I yl ~ 
, VJ! . ~t' PP· it os- t{ oy, 

38) , /~~~1 1 J N.:>\ \ .FtJ l( .. JJ '>Ii i II ;> ., 01(" 
v of. I! I pf t f f .. I i 'i' 

39) -. ) t ~~O I rf'I~) • f>Jl~'l/ ..,P'.J .Jr 
I/ a{ .1 (;>t "pp.1"10~ .. 17 04 . 

40> , J 'i~f> i 'f"' ..>) • e.0J ~J l1~ en 
· voe , );' pp . / s i i - is .i 7 

41) - / ~~'ii If ('J ~) 'p I ") h fe? c~..h f,~ 
V ~ l I P. I ~ ~ I V of_ . .:2 'ffl # 7 .. .l../ , 

l+2 > r~37pp .7J1-1"1dJr~1 1 rf'./' .\) ,fcN J'-f ~'.tr · 
'I J l~('p.i..oy - 'ti~' 6\. 4d1 f I" ..> l. IJ e,) J ) lj " I j.J.'J1 r l/('c' 
v ueu PP .pp.Si 7-5~· / iiiJ I J}-1 .>) • "· 

11" ~o fc ;> j)J Sh 
/ 8'i'71 1d N:1 ) )'\J~ ..>) P'"l ~/c 1o i'IJ 'l~) ~''l/c.)N 

I ' 
v ~ . ;l. ~9 pp. ~ t:..J- .. it3 1 
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44) 

45) 

46) 

47) 

(~) 

, t a& i~ < dNJ) , /c._?'>V 1pf /wh') 'yl)~ 
V~ - 3 pp . 4i;-yg . 

Gordon waa annoyed that the French governmenthad 
restricted religious education frOJll the 
educational program. 

V.J.9opp · l'ifS-/'1S't, f'8f(5 i r fru) , ['Y '~ Ji/~o 

Thia comaiasion did not alle~ehthe troubles 
that beset the Russian Jewish comm'Onity. 

, , 3~3 J 1 fN-> ) --f/c>~ 1 ~ )l l(N eJ 
'{ ~. I'+ PP. ~ () y ~ :l I (, 

46) Even though Gordon bitterly attacked unprogreaaiTe­
ness in Judai11111 he did not haTe any quarrel 
with ortboay per se. 

49) 

50) 

51) <J p ,. U l · ;:."l.J I .:l"\.J~ ) f{~(j 

,....!> (' '"'\ 

52) VJ.1orp.r5·20. 1 '68~ J 1 of":>),/ l / d ~f~ 'f)N 

SJ) /I>'' 
ft)~ - V.rf.1'-pP· lo1-11t1 · ~ 1 ~2r' PtJ 

5~) I l) I~ · 



55 ) 

56) 

CS'j) 

' I ~% 0 11 cftv -=>) • ,_,3 ( .:.1) / N~) 
Y ~· .2(p

1 
ppsq3 - ~ l/ f . 

57) It was through the diffusion of knowlege that 
~e ~1shl1m sought to effect changes in 

8 Jewi community. 

'f%8~ J 'dN)1 ,11 hl~ f (cf, .P'J 0 f 

v o(> . 7, p P· I J. 7 -{ 3 0 . 

S8) 

59) Vae spp'iS-?o , / 8&oi•(N~I, / J v-5 / / ) Ne 

60) They were wary of any and all changes. 

61) The maak1l1m believed in t he immediate necessity for ch11nge. 

6) -r . '.:'I 'f?//\ 1
"N 2_ <'.) r q. ....- ,. 

6)) 0 ( qt. ,J>d" 'Q)<J J /'51> }'/<<' 

61,) - /~ 81 i If N ~) .fWl' Jl /''~N ~'N-=> l>>~I 
ytrf .1 I PP· f - 7. 

65) 0 r C'.. l t. . {c I f~-r I{) ('/ 

66) 0 'P . qt. . ~) .:> )~ I JN, 0 

61 > () r . c.t r. . , , { 'i r> I ' '' c? 

68) • .h I e.. It_ ";)")_) t, /) h Q, ~') ' ~'<:! {c_ ~ ' l~ 1 
pp· ~ l ~ - ~:l.f . 

691 ,)"1 6 ;,~ J1 J~l?,JN ~>fr \'~ e ri ('i 
" _,..}. I N I > , .>) 

' '.' qt . 



70) op· qt. 

71) 

72) 

73) 

74) 

75) 

76) 

77) 

78) 

79) 

Thus the Jews would not c>nly benefit intellectually 
but physically also • 

.. /i~o f 1 f~ :>'). /cJ2 f ~ 12.J~) ftc 
y ti. '9/p('I o '1 - t o 'I . 

'no some extent this .f'ulf:Uled the desires of the 
maskilim. 

This is an illustration CJ1f how tht conditions in a 
society influences a 1rriter. ~• t wae th• antenable 
position of the Russi.llJl Jews Toaat caused the 
maakilia to be concen1"4 with Jew"' in other countri••• 

, fi "7 ~ 1 O""' :>) • ~d ~e .;))..I uH: . .>) 

VJ. . ll~5 1 pp . 19~1- l ,· ?'1. 

The Jews had succeeded iJJL adapting themselves to 
agricultural occupatio•ns1and had tulfilled the 
hopes or the aaskilim,oll.ly to be f'rustrated by 
the Russian government .• 

0 f. C.ll · . r'>t>/c c~j") ric: 
Aliyah is derived from tb.e Hebrew root .,))Jf - to 

go up. ,lhis was the technical term for the 
immigration to Israel.. 

60) Very of'ten men a society is changing there is a 
tendency to look back upon an old sueiety aa the ideal. 

61) Rhine, A. B. Leon Gordon., ... n Appreciation, p. 120. 

82} 

83) 

84) 

Ibid 
" 
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I o /' - ~' t1 (> . 

86) I b I ~ . . ? f'I r -p I' :F Cl I ,P I) N : e 
I') "' l' - .:. ) "' 1-f' d p ~ ..h h N e., I 

87) "f- c.. tf. ./c. tilf J/?.J~) ~l fl 
88) o p . c. I t-. _ J> N '/Ji 1 I g I 1 J ;> ' i o J N 

'"~fi' r"':; i)ld1p ;. 1c.. JP :)'''..J:1'' r~ 1..nv1~uY 
89) VJZ . lc+T, PP1 t53'/-IS'I ;;J, 

90) 

91) 

92) 

93) 

op· (.lt 

I b1 ~ 

0 f' \. It. j <:. 
1 f2 7' 1 f\ N 

'I%~ " i I r N.>l, u 'j I ~o Yi'> f, 1'-1 /YNJ' 
Vo{ . iOlf r P· Jt,sltss~ 

94) A quarrel broke out between the oTerseer of lih• work 
1n the colon; and some of the workers. ppiarently 
oome of the workers thought that the ovef"ee1er was 
unfair and self important. 

95) ,/881"\. 1 ftv .,:)) ~ey;I ~JO 
VIJ'{.10~ pp. 1079-Lo '(' o 

96) op . <:. (f . 

97) l!lf · qi . 



98) 

99) 

100) 

101) 

102) 

th 

(88) 

• , ~ & 8' '1 , r"" .:i"> 

V of.· t %~ pp.17i7- I ~~'l 

0 p- c. tf · - ~ ()._:) ,h ("'I)" i' 

op-c.1l'· -e>(°Y'<? .Pt?i 

, I ~ &°'l. ~ 'f N ->) • ;p '; 1.ti N ll::i) 

voe.15'1 pp1,11-u.1l-

Gord.on f aTored immigration to the United ~tates 
as a matter of expediency but he did n8t want 
the Jews to iiTe :11p their loyalty to Eret& 
Israel as the •true" homeland of the Jews. 

103) - The position of the Jews 1n Russia was very 
insecure and the laws aeemed only to restrict 
them but not to protect thea. 

104) T ' f /c. I ~ • J . ,, ) ? _h.J f-J .... ' J . h -,..1 ~le:. I ? 

- :\" e,~ c> Ju j\ <"" '" 3 h ~) /r· e. .h /c ·~le. f) >) tl "] 
er,~ 1 r . 
105) Hopper, op. cite 

106) Rhine, op. cit. 
10 
107) op. C(i. 

108) _J.. b I~ 

109) l b I ~ 

110) Jewish E~~1opedia~ Vol.X1"Ruseia" by Herman 
ROaent a • PP• 23 - 5~7. 

111) 0 r- (.( t-. 
112) 0 p' Cit· 

ll.3) op· C(f· 

IJ a JJ . .Pl r~ J JJ.ii ft /ccJ 
Jt-• N 0 o/c.? S» ft> 

u e-dJ J1fyJ1 wfllc~ 
114) Jewish Encyclopedia, Vol. XII,•Unitcd ~tat .. • 

by ~oseph Jacobs. PP• 356 - 358. -
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llS) CJ e. c l f · 

U6) I b I ~ 

ll7) 

US) 

ll9) 

120) 

120A) 

121) 

122> 
,.. 

123 ) 

124) 

125) 

126) 

127) 

128) 

129) 

130) 

Rhine, op.cit. 

C!> r . c.. 1 'l. . .) ) ) (.:>)...)_:>" , fkc 
op ·c.tf· f>o0)>n<s"--p 

_ / i s7 -f 1 
[;, .,) • ~j r .>'\j :>) \''3f pt 1c. 1 

v .,.{ . %' 3 Pr . ~ 11 - ~ 7 <f . 
or · c: tl. . .fi e.YN ~o 

In alaoat the sme breath Gordon would fltaise the 
Jews and blame the DOD Jewa tor the hardahip 
of t he J eviah people, and lay the blame f 'or 
the plight of the ...._t their own doorstep. 

o p.c.tt. . >'~N ~ f1 {c.. 

0 p· <... t l. ... ..1'....:>f~. ? 
O p- c. l r . '? J ?~ .J'\.JI N /c.. -:>1 

0 r· c l r . -.. J) :J f Q., ? 

I b14 

l b1q 

Sachar, Abrahaa L. A Hi•torY of the Jewa. 
PP• 306 • 307 • 

I bid. P• 307 • 

O"'b - ((l. 0\ k 
f J J}.JI~ \b) 
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!Jl) Sachar, op. cit. P.JO&l. 

132) Cl>f. q t . 2 ree.. 5\JI ~ tc.~) 

lJI) Gca"' 1 ~8 ~ ) I b 1 c( 

lJl+) lb t4 
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The bi~liography of Gordon's Hebrew articles will 
be found in: 
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~~Ifi ~ef,r, Vol, VIII, PP. 248 - 262. 
e st o articles were compiled by 

Pogrevinski. 
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pp·3C.t-3'f ~, , y 1 ~ <:., .,))_)~2.-

/ 
"\ ~~.JJ ,J-, 1Nlly.)) 

PP· 4-1 8~ '/it, 
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